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Patmore  and  Fly  Fishing,  335 

Patterson,  C.  S. — Salmon  and  Freshwater 
Fish,  226 

Perch,  Nice  Basket  of,  303 

"  Pheasant  Tail."  —  The  Decrease  of 
Salmon,  43  ;  My  Formosa  Trout,  199 

Pike ;  Fishing  for  a  Pike  to  be  Photo- 
graphed, 69 

Pike-Infested  Trout  Rivers,  43 

Piscatorial  Poetics,  78 

Plant  Life  and  Trout  Life,  44 

Platts,  W.  C— The  Wharf  edale  Fly  Fisher, 
67  ;  Freshes,  217  ;  Incidents  and  Acci- 
dents, 392 ;  The  Poacher's  Christmas 
Bag,  464 


Plummer,  John. — A  Strange  Australian 

Lake,  409 
Poacher's  Christmas  Bag,  The,  464 
Poachers,  Smart  Capture  of,  305 
Poachers  on  the  Bann,  385 
Poaching  Loch  Leven  Trout,  431 
Poetry  : 

Angling  Poetry,  116 

As  Autumn  Passes  By,  36 

A  "  Fishy  ''  Adventure,  256 

Fishing  at  Ballycotton,  258 

Piscatorial  Poetics,  78 

The  Rod  and  Line,  161 
Poisoning,  Supposed  Trout,  59 
Policemen's  Holiday,  the,  82 
Primitive  Fishing  Station,  a  Very,  200 
Provincial  Notes,  weekly 

Queer  Fish,  Dr.  Bateman's,  48 
"  Quill  Gnat."— The  Policemen's  Holiday, 
82 

Rainbow  Trout,  462 

Rainbows  and  Land-locked  Salmon,  443 

Rattling  Day,  a,  24 

Raven,  a  Day  on  the,  171 

Record  Days,  Two,  468 

Record    Subscription    to    the  Fishiii;/ 

Gazette,  286 
Red  Tail,  a  Day  with  the,  357 
Redditch  Angling  Club,  385 
Reports  From  Rivera,  Lochs,  &c.,  weekly 
Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  : — • 

"Amateur  Angler."— An    Old  Man's 

Holidays,  353,  462 
Anglo.Saxon  Guide  to  the  1900  Paris 

Exhibition,  206 
Bickerdyke,  John. — Book  of  the  All- 

Eound  Angler,  65 
BriscQS,  J.  Potter  (editor). — New  Edi- 
tion of  Walton's  Compleat  Angler,  461 
Devon,  The  Book  of  Fair,  467 
Dewar,  G.  A.  B. — Twentieth  Century 
Edition  of  the  Compleat  Angler,  317 
Foster's  Scientific  Angler,  317 
Gathorne-Hardy,  the   Hon.   A.  E.— 
Autumns  in  Argyllshire  with  Rod 
and  Gun,  281 
G.E.R.  Guide  to  the  Continent,  71 
Keirton,  R.— Our  Bird  Friends,  475 
Senior,  Wm.,  and  Bickerdyke,  John. — 
Pike  and  Perch  (Fur,  Feather,  and 
Fin  Series),  301,  318 
Ribble  Board  of  Conservators,  413 
Roach  Fishing  in  the  Severn,  99 
Roach  Fishing,  Winter,  446 
Rock  Anglers'  Season,  the,  6,  46 
"  Rod  well    Hookham."  —  Piscatorial 

Poetics,  78 
Rolt,  H.  A.— A  Rattling  Day,  24;  The 
Stump  Swim,  116  ;  A  Very  Mixed  Bag, 
172 

Ronald's  House,  45 

Row,  Prescott. — August  Carp  Fishing  in 
Devonshire,  134 

Rowsley  and  the  River  Wye,  77 

Royal  Anglers,  281 

Rudd  Fishing  in  Lough  Gur,  411 

"  Rugde." — Hints  on  Trout  Fishing  in 
Norway;  394  ;  A  Night  on  a  Finmarken 
River,  429  ;  The  Norwegian  Game 
Law,  448  ;  On  the  Tree  Line  in  Norway, 
189  ;  A  Plea  for  the  Salmon  Fly,  243  ; 
Report  of  the  Danish  Fishery  Associa- 
tion, 374 ;  A  Sea  Fishing  Station  on 
the  Norwegian  Coast,  268  :  Three  July 
Days  Among  the  Norwegian  Trout,  97  ; 
A  Week  in  June  in  Norway,  70;  a 
Lucky  Miss,  496 

Rustic's  Chance,  the,  389 

"  Rusticus." — Big  Salmon  and  Trout,  383 

St.  Boswells,  425 

St.  John-Waghorne,  B.,  on  the  Beult, 

223  ;  on  the  Medway,  66 
Salmon,  Comparative  Grades  of,  431 
Salmon,  the  Decrease  of,  43 
Salmon,  a  Tussle  in  the  Esk  with  a  501b., 

295 

Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fish,  226 
Salmon  and  Tin  Plates,  235 
Salmon  and  Trout,  Big,  383 
Salmon  and  Trout  and  a  Timely  Flood, 
427 

Salmon  Angling,  Autumn,  188 
Salmon  Angling  Season,  Close  of  Scotch, 
338 

Salmon    Fisheries,   Report   of  Fishery 

Board  for  Scotland,  246 
Salmon  Fly,  a  Plea  for  the,  243 
Salmon  Laws,  the,  17 


SalAi<5i^  ^Tatting  Season,  Close  of  Sootoh, 

Salmon' SjrUt^hers  FiiywJ',  ,348 
Salmon  Tacksliien  and  tlie  V/eekly  Slap, 
79 

Scarborough,  Ply  Pishing  near,  21 
Scenes  and  Seasons,  462 
Sea  Angling — A  Day  at  the  Rocks,  109 
Sea  Bream  Fishing  at  Braye,  39  0 
Sea  Pishing  from  Piers,  237 
Soa  Fishing,  Whore  to  Get,  49,  74,  U7 
Sea  Trout  in  the  Giant's  Corner,  a'fter, 
376 

Sea  Trout  in  a  Kindly  North  Wind,  471 
Sea  Trout  Resorts,  170 
Seasonable  Notes,  some,  73 
Sedge  Flies  or  Caddis  Flies,  the,  472 
Selham,  Angling  at,  207 
Severn,  Roach  Fishing  in  the,  99 
Severn,  Summer  Sport  in  the  Shropshire, 
58 

Severn  Fishing,  a  few  Notes  on,  136 
Shannon  Fishery  Case,  403 
Sharks,  Mainly  about,  154 
Shooting  Weirs,  76 
Six  Rivers,  on,  208 
Skeevit  v.  Mosquitoes,  136 
Skibereen  Board  of  Conservators,  395 
Skill  or  Luck,  151 
Slapton  Ley  Revisited,  264 
Snapshot,  a,  376 
Sniggering,  71 

Society  of  Experimental  Pish  Culture,  4 
Solway  Drift  Netting,  Abolishing  the,  449 
Solway  Fishery  Laws,  Anomalies  of  the, 
242 

Solway  Salmon  Fishings,  Close  of  the,  239 
Spinning  and  Fly  Fishing  on  the  North- 

East  Coast,  243 
Spinning  Up-stream  for  Pike  and  Perch, 

409 

"Spinning   Minnow." — Over-Fi.shed,  Is 

There  a  Remedy  ?  427 
Spoof,  145 

"  S.  S." — An  Affair  of  Inexperience,  445 
Stocking  Rivers  with  Fly,  407 
Stocking  the  Sea,  372 
Stone,  Livingstone. — The  Spawning  Habits 

of  the  Lake  Sturgeon,  257 
Stopes  Angling  Society,  215 
Strange  Attire,  In,  172 
"  Straw  Hat." — The  Demon  Roacher,  429 
"  Stroke." — Carrier  and  Ditch  Fishing,  371; 

The  Man  with  the  Barrel,  284 ;  Which 

is  Why  I  Remark,  320 
Stuart,  Hamish.— After  Sea  Trout  in  the 

Giant's  Corner,  376 ;  Sea  Trout  in  a 

Kindly  North  Wind,  471 
Stump  Swim,  the,  116 
Sturgeon,  the   Spawning  Habits  of  the 

Lake,  257 
Styles,  &e..  Concerning,  465 
Successful  Day  in  Cloudy  Water,  a,  427 
Summer  Fishing,  a,  36 
Sunday's  Slap,  the,  445 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  Water,  Lairg,  450 

Tables  Turned,  The,  444 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  &c.,  75,  204,  245, 

300,  303,  322,  468,  483 
Tacksman's  Tribute,  the,  320 
Tailing  Fish,  Late,  65 
Tarpon,  a  Galveston  Boy's,  61 
Tarpon  Pishing,  403  ;  and  Where  to  Go, 

505 

Taylor,  C.  H. — Some  Seasonable  Notes,  73 
Taylor,  J.  Paul.— Cost  of  Fishing,  426 ; 

On  Six  Rivers,  208 ;  The  Season  on 

the  Darenth,  301 
Tees  Fishery  Board,  the,  161 
Thames,  a  Renovated,  136 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  33 
Thames  Preservation  League,  385 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association,  215,294, 

305,  360 

Thames  Roaching  in  Winter,  358 
Thames  Trouting  and  Two  Little  Pairs 

of  Brown  Shoes,  448 
Thanet,  Fishing  off  the  Isle  of,  463 
There  are  Days,  468 
Thunderstorms,  151 

Tobacco  Fund  for  our  Wounded  Soldiers, 

7,  53,  283,  483 
Tod,  E.  M.— St.  Boswells,  425;  Thunder. 

storms,  151 
Toovey's  Surprise,  226 
Transplanting  Water  Flies,  443 
Trawling  in  Inshore  Waters,  444,  476 
Trent,  on  the,  302 
Trout,  a  9ilb.,  173 
Trout,  My  Formosa,  199 
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Trout,  My  Master,  a  Trout !  a,  190\   ^  ^ 
Trout  Fishing,  Seasons  in.  45 
Trout's  Reflections,  a,  474  ,  498     v  ^ 
Trouting  in   Gloucestershire,  '  Autumn, 
190 

Tuba  Fishing  in  Borneo,  339 
Tuna,  Grand  Sport  with  the,  355 
Tuna  Club's  Awards,  335 
Tweed  Commissioners,  218 
Twickenham  Ferry,  only  a  Penny  to,  75 
Tyne  Fishery  Board,  293 

Fndeb  Water,  181 

XJnited  Devon  Association,  356,  419 
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"Val    Conson."— Bodies  of  Artificial 
Flies,  408;   To  Wing  Floating  May 
.  Flies,  115  :  May  Flies,  495 
Various  Items,  286 

"  'V^eteran,  A  " — Fishery  Eegulaticns  in 
the  Early  Eighteens,  393  ;  Fruit  Fish- 
ing for  Chub,  127;  A  Renovated 
Thames,  136 ;  Mr.  Toovey's  Surprise,  226 

"Wallaby." — Fishing  off  the  Isle  of 

Thanet,  463 
Walrus  Hunt  in  the  Arctic,  a,  234 
Walton,  Proposed  Window  in  Winchester 

Cathedral,  39 


Walton  Sideboard,  a,  116 

Walton's  Books,  461 

Walton's  Fishing  Bag  Sold,  461 

Walton-on-Thame3,  Reminiscences  of,  284 

Wanted,  a  few  Fresh  Dead  Fish,  1 

Washburn  Valley,  in  the,  224 

Waterville,  co.  Kerry,  395 

"W.   E.   E."  —  Summer   Sport  in  the 

Shropshire  Severn,  58 
Weiss,  O.  A. — A  Month  Amongst  the 

Chub,  412 

Wellington  Acclimatisation  Society,  12S5 

Welsh  Trouting,  136 

"  W.  F.  B."— Carp  Capture,  285 


Wharfedale  Fly  Fisher,  the,  67 
Wheldon,  J.  W. — Bridlington  Bay  and  its 

Fishing,  1,  75  ;  The  Yorkshire  Esk  and 

its  Angling,  413 
Which  is  Why  I  Remark,  320 
Whiting  and  Strikers,  389 
Where  the  Big  Fish  Lie,  356         [23,  44 
Winchester,  Fine  Sport  at  the  Worthys, 
Wolverhampton  and    District  Angling 

Association,  84,  439 
Wright,  Mr.  Geo.,  Retirement  of,  482 
Wroxham,  a  July  Day  at,  155 
*'W.  W." — Anomalies  of    the  Solway 

Fishery  Laws,  242 
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Acton  Piscatorials,  316 
A.A.  Guide-Book,  the,  20,42,  64.  114,  132, 
150,  168 

Anglers'   Association  Netting   and  Re- 
stocking Fund,  424 
Anglers'  Tales,  114,  132,  168 
Arctic  Lapland,  Fish  in,  ISO 

Bait  Preservatives,  &c.,  20,  64,  494 

Bala,  Fishing  at,  20 

Bann,  at  Kilrea,  the,  167,  186 

Barbel  take  Cheese  in  the  Thames,  do, 

460,  494,  508 
Bass  Fishing  in  August  Wanted,  20 
Bath,  Fishing  In  or  Near,  20,  41 
Be  More  Explicit,  280 
Black  Bass,  Hints  on  the,  242 
Black  Forest,  Guide  Wanted,  459 
"  Black  Hackle  "  Asked  to  Explain,  96  ; 

Asked  to  Point  a  Moral,  132 
Blackpool,  Sea  Fishing  at,  150,  168 
Books,  Prices  of  Two  Old  Angling,  442 
Border  Esk  Queries,  370,  387 
Born  or  Made,  are  Anglers,  508 
Bothriocephalus,  That  Bad,  406 
Bournemouth,  Fishing  at,  222 
Breadcrust  as  Bait,  to  Prepare,  204 
Bream  at  Hertford,  168 
Breeding  Free-Rising  Fish,  42,  63 
Brigg,  Fishing  at,  96 
British  Muaeum,  Fish  Wanted,  221 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  494 
Basted,  Sussex,  Fishing  Near,  42 

Caddis  and  Sedge  Flies,  508 
Cape  Salmon,  221 
Carter's  Novelties,  280 
Celluloid  Fly  Bodies,  333 
Centrolophus,  Capture  of  a  Cornish.  168 
Cheese  Paste,  508 
Chichester  Canal,  280 
Chub,  Some  Good,  42 
Chub  at  Downton,  242,  280 
Chub  in  the  Hampshire  Stour,  262 
Chub  Fishing,  Hints  Wanted,  20,  42,  494 
Coarse  Fish  Culture,  New  Work  on,  442 
Coarse  Fishing  Wanted  in  September,  114, 
132 

Coarse  Fishing  Wanted  near  Aberdeen,  352 
Colonial  Troops  Entertainment,  424 
Commercial  Education,Development  of ,  280 
Contrasts,  441,  460 

Coquet,  Salmon  Fishing  in  the,  280,  351 
Coracle  in  Ireland,  the,  204 
Cornwall,  Fishing  in,  186 
Cost  of  Fishing,  459,  494 

Dace  Taking  Spinning  Baits,  333 

Darenth,  Fly  Fishing  on  the,  19 

Dart,  Fishing  in  the,  316 

Dead  Pish  in  the  Wensum,  96 

Deal,  Fishing  at,  186,  204,  242,  280,  315, 

370,  387 
"Death  to  Sport !  "  113 
Dee,  Cheshire,  Warning  to  Club  Anglers 

on,  316 
Dee,  Sport  on  the,  316 
Destruction  of  Fish  at  Eickmans worth,  184 
Dover,  Sea  Fishing  at,  204 
Dressings  of  Flies,  the,  493,  608 

Eaely  Closing  for  Fishing  Tackle  Shops, 

262,  280,  298,  316 
Eels  Feeding  on  Land  at  Night,  388.  406, 

424,  442,  459,  493,  494,  508 
Egypt,  Fishing  in  Upper,  242 


Feeding  Trout  on  Fish,  63 

Fish  Breeding  Experiments,  352 

Fi.sh  Not  on  the  Feed,  370 

Fish  Record  Book,  Another,  459 

Fisheries  Congress  at  Paris  Exhibition,  222 

Fishing  Wanted,  370 

Flamboro',  Fishing  at,  150,  204 

Flies  for  Dace,  150 

Floods  and  Prospects  in  the  North  of 

England,  388 
Fly  Dresser's  Birds,  the,  370 
Fly  Fishing  for  Herrings,  64 
Fly  Fishing.— On  the  Darenth,  19  ;  Near 

the  Lincolnshire  Coast,  20 
"Formosa  "  Nonsense,  221,  242,  262,280, 

298 

Free  Salmon  Fishing,  333 
Frog  Query,  a,  387 

Fungus — Will  Tench   Cure  Fungus  on 
Other  Fish?  114 

Gold  Fish  Wanted,  42 

Good  Catch,  a,  222 

Good  Things,  Three,  149 

Grant  Vibration  Rod,  184,  387,  406,  424, 

442,  458,  508 
Grayling  Fishing,  150 

Hkene  Bay,  Fishing  near,  132 

Hertford     Angling     and  Preservation 

Society,  132 
Hook,  the  New,  316 

Inexpeeience,  &c.  [see  Red  Eyes  of  Pike), 
494 

Interesting  Little  Fish,  an,  388 

Ireland,  Fishing  in,  64,  96,  113,  131,  149, 

167,  184,  204,  221,  240,  261,  298,  316 
Ireland,  Fishing  in  the  North  of,  20 
Irish  Fisheries  Commission,  280,  298 
Irish  Pike,  English  Pike  Books  and,  333 
Irish  Pike  will  Feed  in  Winter,  316 
Isle  of  Man,  Fishing  in  the,  64 
Ivel,  Fishing  in  the,  167,  186 

Jack  Wanted,  Small,  262 
Jersey,  Sea  Fishing  at,  64 
Junior  Fly-Fishers'  Club,  20 

Kent,  Fishing  in  East,  298 
Killaries,  Through  the,  63 

Lincolnshire  Coast,  Fly  Fishing  near 

the,  20 
Like  Women,  204 
Littlehampton,  Sea  Fishing  at,  64 
Live  Bait,  How  to  Keep  from  Disease, 

494 

Llandaff,  Fishing  near,  167,  186 

Loach,  Colloch,  &c.,  334,  352,  406,  424 

Loch  Fishing  in  Scotland,  20 

Loch  Euthven,  Fifshing  in,  96 

Loch  Trout,  Two  Fine,  240 

Lochs,  Fishing  in  Salt  Water,  96 

Lough  Mask,  222 

Lowestoft,  387 

Ludlow,  Fishing  near,  150 

Lulworth,  Sea  Fishing  at,  96,  132- 

Manchester,  Fishing  within  100  Miles 
of,  19 

Mandal  River  Season  Opens,  20 
May  Fly  on  Windermere,  114 
Measurement  of  Fish  for  Prizes,  298,  316 
Metal  Bridge,  the,  20 
I  Mistakes,  Concerning,  406,  442.  460 


Monikie  Feats,  20,  41 

More  Light,  441,  459,  494,  508 

Mussels  as  Bait,  222 

Navy,  the  Needs  of  Our,  64 
Navy  League,  the,  262,  333 
Norway  Salmon  Fishing  Season,  150 

Opah  at  Anglesey,  424 
Otter  and  Sparrow,  132 
Otters  at  Molesey,  132 

Paris  Exhibition,  Messrs.  Allcock  at,  184 
"  Patience  "  and  Poaching,  42 
Perch  and  Chub,  Size  of  Large,  204,  242, 
262 

Pier  Fishing  at  Southend,  64 
Pike,  a  Fine  Hampshire  Avon,  834 
Pike,  a  Fine  Irish,  494 
Pike,  a  Greedy  Thames,  424,  441 
Pike,  an  18-pounder  First  Try,  460 
"  Pike  and  Perch,"  &c.,  351 
Pike  and  Things,  370 
Pike,  Voracity  of,  460 
Pike  Fishing,  Notes  on,  352 
Pike  Fishing  at  Potter  Heigham,  494 
Pike  Fishing  in  Lough  Derg,  Winter,  406 
Pike  Fry  Wanted,  460 
Pike  in  the  Brue,  887 
Pike  in  Ireland,  351-2 
Pike  in  the  Medway,  Capture  of  a  Fine, 
352 

Pike  in  Norfolk  Waters,  Fine  Sport  with, 
406 

Pike  in  Trout  Waters,  406 
Pike  on  Lough  Conn,  Fine  Sport  Among, 
316 

Pike,  Red  Eyes  of,  494 
Pike  Season,  a  Good  Beginning  of  the, 
494 

Pike  Takes  a  Perch  for  the  Last  Time, 
114 

Pike  will  Spawn  Early,  459 

Piscatoribus  Sacrum,  114,  150 

Pleasures  of  Angling,  the,  64 

Plenty  of  Runs,  but  they  Run  Small,  460 

Poaching  from  the  F.  0.,  148 

Poetry,  Angling,  150 

Poisoned  Fish  at  Brecon,  64 

Poisoned  in  the  Lea,  &c  ,  Fish,  406,  4il 

Pollack  Flies,  114 

Pollution  of  the  Cam,  262 

Potter  Heigham,  Pike  Fishing  at,  494 

Preservatives,  20,  63 

Privilege  Tickets,  370 

Quarters  Wanted,  20,  41 
Quill  Bodies,  Salmon  Flies  with,  240,  262, 
280,  298 

Quotation,  Source  Wanted,  222,  242 

Rats  in  Streams,  406 
Raven,  a  Day  with  the  Rod  on  the,  203 
Razor  Bill  for  Bait,  42 
Recipe  Wanted  for  Dulling  Rod  Fittings, 
460 

"Red  Mullet"   Sea  Fishing,  334,  352, 

369,  370,  388 
Redditch  Joint  Exhibit,  241 
Reel  for  Casting,  Best  Size  of,  370,  388 
Refraction  of  Light,  Francis  Francis  on, 

388 

Reports  from  Rivers,  &c.,  494 
Richmond  Fisherman,  Death  of  a,  222, 
262 

Rising  Fish,  Breeding,  42,  63 


Roach  on  Spinning  Bait,  370 
Roach  Fishing,  Good,  242 
Roach  Fishing  on  tlie  South  Coast,  334, 
352 

Sacrifice  too  Great  P  Is  not  the,  460 
Salmon,  Exciting  Sport  at  Belleek,  316 
Salmon,  Record  Eden,  369,  387 
Salmon,  the  681b.,  96,  113 
Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Usk,  424 
Salmon  Flies  and  Their  Dressings,  96, 
114 

Salmon  Flies,  Two  Fancy,  333 
Salmon  Rod,  How  to  Make  a,  424 
Sarcelle  Fly,  the,  114,  458 
Scotland,  Fishing  in,  41 
Sea  Fishing,  Books  on,  114 
Sea  Fishing  at  Jersey  and  Littlehampton, 
64 

Sea  Fishing  in  Ireland,  352 
Sea  Fishing  oft'  the  Isle  of  Man,  262 
Sea  Pishing  Notes   and   Queries,  168, 
184 

Sea  Fishing  Rod,  New,  167 

Sea  Trout  Resorts,  221 

Seven  Years  in  a  Cow's  Lung,  150 

Shakespeare's  Avon,  460 

Shannon  Salmon  Hatchery,  334,  494 

Shooting  Experience,  Curious,  316 

Silk  Lines  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  113 

Silk  Lines  for  Sea  Fishing,  387,  406 

Silver  V.  Bronze  Bream,  186 

Simplex  Reel,  370,  387 

Skeevit,  388 

Slapton  Ley,  298,  316 

Socket  for  Holding  Rod  Butt,  424,  441 

South  Wales,  Fishing  in,  132,  150, 167 

Southend,  Pier  Fishing  at,  64 

Spawning  Grounds,  How  to  Help  Salmon 

to  the,  334 
Specimen  Fish,  204,  242 
Sprat,  Is  a — a  Young  Herring,  «fcc.,  316, 

334 

Steel  Rods  in  Storms,  &c.,  64,  131,  150, 

184,  204,  222,  316 
Stone  Loach  Fishing  in  Ireland,  298,  315, 

316,  334 
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Occasional  Notes. 

BY  THB  EDITOR, 

Dead  Horse  as  Grotjnd-Bait. 
One  of  my  oldest  contributors, "  Mark  Antony," 
tells  me  he  had  a  letter  from  his  son,  who  is  "  at 
the  front "  in  South  Africa,  the  other  day,  in 
which  he  says  :  "  There  is  very  good  barbel  fishing 
in  the  Modder  River,  I  had  not  time  myself  there 
to  fish,  but  the  Tommies  get  lots  of  sport,  and 
use  a  dead  horse  for  ground-bait."  I  believe  the 
so-called  barbel  are  really  catfish,  and  naturally 
like  "  cats'  meat."   


A  Few  Fresh  Dead  Fish  Wanted. 
The  authorities  of  the  Natural  History  Museum, 
Oromwell-road,  London,  S.W.,  want  to  experiment 
with  some  new  preservative  on  fresh-water  fish. 
If  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  kindly 
send  a  brace  or  two  addressed  to  the  Director  and 
marked  "  Immediate "  I  shall  be  iffuch  obliged, 
and  so  will  he.  Roach,  dace,  perch,  chub,  &c., 
can  be  sent,  and  should  be  packed  in  an  old  cloth 
soaked  in  water  in  which  some  borax  powder  has 
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been  dissolved,  or,  better  still,  in  "  BarfE's  Boro- 
Glyceride,"  which  is  a  very  cheap  preservative.  I 
feel  sure  anglers  will  be  glad  to  assist  in  a 
scientific  experiment  in  fish  preservation. 


The  Crocodile  Spinner  Among  the 
Mahseeb. 

Major  W.  J.  BytheLl,  R.B.,  writing  from  Simla 
on  June  12  last,  has  such  hearty  praise  for  the 
Crocodile  Spinner  and  the  Silex  reel,  which  he 
got  from  Messrs.  Hardy,  that  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  quoting  from  his  letter,  especially  as 
they  seem  to  be  first-rate  for  mahseer  fishing  : 

"  I  mast  now  tell  you  that  the  use  of  your  split 
cane  rod  has  been  a  revelation  to  me,  and  I  grieve 
much  when  I  think  of  the  labour  I  have  wasted  for 
years  in  using  heavy  greenheart  and  other  rods  when 
such  a  perfect  and  handy  little  rod  was  all  the  time 
available.  However,  I  am  a  very  strong  convert  now, 
not  only  to  your  rods,  but  to  your  lines,  Silei  reels, 
and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  Crocodile  Spinners. 
I  know  of  no  more  perfect  combination  for  a 
fisherman  in  India  than  the  following—all  your 
handiwork — and  which  I  was  using  with  vast  pleasure 
to  myself  and  profit,  in  the  way  of  several  big  fish 
during  the  spring  of  thii  year  on  three  of  the  Punjab 
rivers. 

"  1.  A  split  cane  rod  about  14ft.  to  14ft.  6in. 
"  2.  An  oil  dressed  waterproof  line. 
"3  Silex  reel. 

"  4.  Phosphor  bronze  (Hercules)  wire  g|imp  trace 
(these  I  made  up  myself  from  a  reel  of  the  wire 
purchased  from  you). 

"  5.  A  Crocodile  Spinner. 

"That  combination,  I  repeat,  is  perfect — nothing 
can  beat  it — for  a  fisherman  using  the  most  killing 
method,  i.e.,  spinning  a  dead  fish. 

"  With  the  light,  handy,  and  yet  powerful  rod  one 
can  fish  all  day  in  the  sun  without  feeling  it,  and  witli 
the  Silex  reel  one  can  command  the  best  water  from 
the  bank  even  in  the  biggest  rivers.  I  must  tell  you 
of  an  instance  of  the  power  of  the  little  cane  rod  of 
yours  which  I  possess. 

"I  was  spinning  for  mahseer  in  the  Giri  river,  a 
nice  stream  which  runs  into  the  Jumna,  and  which  i^ 
not  far  from  Simla, 

"  I  was  taken  by  what  I  knew  to  be  a  heavy  fish  in 
a  small  but  deep  run  under  a  fall.  Below  this  run  was 
a  long  rapid,  very  much  broken  up  by  big  rocks  and 
stones.  My  fish,  as  I  expected,  tried  to  get  down  this, 
but  I  determined  to  give  the  rod,  line,  and  reel  what 
was  perhaps  too  severe  a  test,  for  I  knew  I  should 
lose  him  if  he  got  into  that  lower  rapid,  so  I  held  him 
— held  him  with  the  reel  and  allowed  him  no  line. 
Nothing  gave,  though  you  may  imagine  the  strain  ! 
In  fifteen  minutes  I  had  him  on  his  side,  and  my  mau 
landed  him  well.  A  fine  clean  run  mahseer  of  291b. 
He  was  badly  hooked,  having  a  hook  of  each  flight 
on  either  aide  of  his  mouth,  which  probably  forced 
his  month  opsn,  and  the  rapid  water  smothered  him. 
I  afterwards  found  that  one  crank  handle  of  the  Silex 
reel — the  one  1  held — was  slightly  bent  out  of  the 
perpendicular.  That  was  all  the  damage  done  !  Th ) 
rod  sprung  straight  as  ever  after  this  also.  So  I  want 
no  further  proof  after  that,  and  I  doubt  if  I  shall 
ever  again  use  any  rods  but  yours ;  I  shall  certainly 
never  uae  anything  but  the  Silex  reel  for  spinning  or 
throwing  a  large  spoon. 

"  I  feel  much  indebted  to  you,  and  all  fishermen,  in 
India  especially,  should  feel  so  also.  I  certainly  teU 
all  I  meet  of  my  experience  and  opinion  of  your  rods 
and  tackle  generally,  and  of  the  Silex  reel  especially, 
and  I  trust  that  several  wUl  see  the  error  of  their 
ways,  and  set  themselves  up  as  I  advise  them." 


I  got  a  letter  not  long  since  from  an  old  school- 
fellow now  out  at  the  Cape.  I  had  never  heard 
from  him  or  of  him  for  thirty-five  years.  He  said 
he  had  seen  my  name  mentioned  in  connection 
with  fishing,  and  wanted  to  know  if  I  remembered 
getting  up  at  unearthly  hours  in  the  morning  to 
make  flies  with  bodies  of  elastic  pulled  out  of 
some  other  fellow's  side-spring  boots.  Some 
lovely  Alders,  sent  me  by  Mr,  Geo,  Hoyle,  fly 
maker,  31,  Vincent  -  road,  West  Green,  N., 
reminded  me  of  the  flies  I  used  to  make  at  school, 
only  mine  were  not  quite  so  neatly  made,  but 
they  killed  trout  in  the  Wandle  in  the  palmy  days 
of  that  river,  when  it  ran  crystal  clear  over  golden 
gravel. 

The  Alder  is  such  a  favourite  with  so  many 
anglers  that  I  think  Mr.  Hoyle's  new  pattern  will 
be  popular.  It  is  far  more  like  the  natural  fly 
than  the  ordinary  Alder  of  commerce. 


If  anyone  has  any  live  barbel  to  sell  Mr.  John 
Rice,  secretary  of  the  Guildford  Angling  Society, 
High-street,  Guildford,  wiU  be  glad  to  have  par- 
ticulars. I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  that  the 
condition  of  the  Wey  is  so  much  improved  that 
the  society  think  it  is  time  to  begin  re-stocking  in 
earnest,  and  everybody  who  knew  the  Wey  before 
Guildford  made  a  sewer  of  it  will  wish  them  all 
success.    It  used  to  be  a  grand  coarse  fish  river. 


BRIDLtNGTofo^  BAY  AND  ITS 
FISJEING. 


Bridlington  Bay  is  by  far  the  largest  and 
finest  bay  for  yachting  and  boating  on  the  north- 
east coast  of  England  from  the  Thames  to  the 
Firth  of  Forth.    Sheltered  from  north-east  by 
north  to  north-west  by  the  grand  promontory  of 
Flamborough  Head,  on  the  west  by  the  town 
and  cliffs  north  and  south  of  Bridlington,  from 
the  east  to  south-east  this  bay  is  sheltered  by  a 
great  sand  bank  for  a  distance  of  four  miles. 
This  bank  is  known  as  the  Smethwick  sand, 
inside  of  which  is  a  good  safe  anchorage  for  many 
craft,  both  large  and  small,  when  heavy  weather 
prevails  in  the  North  Sea.    At  the  north  and 
south  ends  there  are  large  buoys  anchored.  Round 
these  the  yacht  races  are  sailed,  usually  starting 
from  a  flag-boat  moored  ofl:  the  North  Pier  end. 
Bridlington  possesses  many  attractions  for  the 
sea  angler,  one  of  the  greatest  of  which  now  is  the 
improved  facilities  of  access.    From  London  the 
G.N.R.  and  G.O.R.  have  a  good  and  quick  service 
via  Selby  and  Driffield  new  branch  line.  From 
the  Midlands  the  G.C.R.  and  N.E.R,  have  good 
services,  and  the  access  via  Selby  places  Leeds, 
Sheffield,  Bradford,  and  other  West  Riding  cities 
and  towns  much  nearer  than  the  old  route  round 
by  Hull.    The  harbour  contains  a  large  fleet  of 
row  boats,  about  350  in  all.    There  are  pair  oared 
skiffs,  two  pair,  three  pair,  and  four  pair  oared 
boats  let  out  for  hire,  and  on  busy  days  nearly  aU 
out  at  once,  given  a  calm  sea  and  settled  weather. 
Of  large  sailing  cobbles  there  are  about  forty. 
These  are  mainly  used  for  sailing  short  trips, 
6d.  per  head  per  hour ;  they  carry  about  twenty 
to  twenty-four  passengers,  and  are  fine  safe 
sea  boats,  well  ballasted.     Most  of  them  are 
decked  in  front,  and  many  carry  a  stove  used  for 
hot  coffee,  tea,  &c ,  when  out  herring  netting  in 
the  late  autumn  nights.    A  few  of  these  boats  go 
in  for  trawling  with  24ft.  beam,  trawk  in  that 
portion  of  the  bay  wherein  trawling  is  allowed  by 
a  bye-law  in  force  in  the  North-Eastern  Sea 
Fisheries  district,  i.e.,  a  triangular  piece  of  ground 
extending  from  the  North  Pier  to  Flamborough 
south  landing  place.    A  few  of  these  cobbles 
make  a  speciality  of  line  fishing  for  visitors  in 
summer  (handline  or  rod),  handline  and  bait 
found  These  trips  are  usually  two  hours.  Is,  each ; 
ground    fish    and    garnets    mostly  caught, 
various  others  occasionally,    in    Augast  and 
September    often    a    good    many  mackerel. 
Last    summer    we    heard    of    two    sea  trout 
being  caught.    The  first  few  mackerel  that  are 
caught  are  generally  got  on,  or  near,  the  bottom, 
and  as  the  water  gets  warmer,  and  the  fry  of  the 
sea  fish,  on  which  they  largely  feed,  rise  to  the 
surface,  they  are  then  caught  by  railing  on  or  near 
the  surface.     Many  of  the  large  cobbles  then 
drop  the  pleasure-party  business  and  go  in  for 
mackerel  railing  for  market,  each  boat  working 
five  lines,  one  out  straight  behind,  one  out  over 
each  quarter,  and  one  out  on  each  side  amidships, 
held      by  long  laths.    Single  hook  on  each  line, 
baited  with  a  slip  long  and  narrow  from  the 
silvery  belly  part  of  mackerel,  or,  failing  that, 
'gurnet  skin.    Of  the  ci'ew,  one  man  steers,  the 
other  attends  to  the  lines,  takes  off  the  fish,  &a. 
When  the  mackerel  first  appear  they  have  to  go 
a  good  way  south,  often  past  Hornsea;  later, 
anywhere  all  over  the  bay.    The  men  usually 
start  about  3  a.m.,  and  often  land,  by  9  or  10  a.m., 
with  catches  of  six  to  fifteen  score.    When  the 
fish  are  near  the  harbour,  then  many  row  boats 
come  in  for  a  shai'e  of  the  sport,  using  one  or  two 
lines  each — spinners,  strips  of  fish,  lug-worm, 
according  to  fancy.    During  the  season  of  1896 
there  were  great  numbers  of  half-grown  haddocks 
in  the  bay,  mostly  in  that  part  opposite  Danes 
Dykes,  about  three  miles  north-east  from  the 
North  Pier.    The  southern  part  of  the  bay,  in 
which  trawling  is  prohibited,  should  be  getting 
very  well  stocked  with  flat  fish  of  various  sorts 
by  now,  but  vmfortunately  fishermen  when  trawl- 
ing are  not  so  particular  in  keeping  out  of  for- 
bidden ground  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  do  a  little 
poaching.*    Nemesis,  in  the  shape  of  the  fishery 

*  One  of  the  fishermen  was  lately  fined  40d.  and  costs 
for  trawling  in  the  southern  half  of  the  bay.  For  the  past 
four  years  I  have  seen  six  or  eight  cobbles  doing  this,  in 
broad  daylight,  scores  of  times.  Up  to  last  autumn  the 
fishery  officer  had  no  vessel  good  enough  to  catch  them. 
Now,  with  the  new  steamer  St.  Quinten,  it  is  different,— 
J.  W,  W. 
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cruiser  belonging  to  th&  Norfh-Eastem  Fishery 
Board,  sometimes  happens  to  be  inconveniently 
handy,  when  an  interview  with  the  Board's  officer 
leads  to  fines,  &c.,  as  some  know  by  recent 
experience.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  the 
fishermen,  in  whose  interest  the  fisheiy  laws  were 
enacted,  will  soon  come  to  see  that  it  is  a  wise  and 
proper  policy  to  protect  the  millions  of  young  fish 
which  have  their  nursery  and  rearing  ground  in 
this  and  other  like  shallow  water  bays.  Shallow 
bays  are  the  natural  nurseries  and  rearing  ground 
for  the  young  of  all  varieties  of  sea  fish  in  the 
early  stages  of  their  existence,  and  the  effect  of 
driving  a  heavy  ground  rope  and  net  more  or  less 
full  must  be  to  smash  millions  upon  millions  of 
young  fish  from  one  to  six  months  old.  Not  only 
are  the  growing  fish  killed,  but  countless 
millions  of  the  young  of  various  kinds  of  shell 
fish,  the  future  food  of  fish,  are  destroyed  likewise. 
Nor  can  the  operators  in  the  boat  have  any 
definite  idea  of  the  havoc  they  are  working, 
because  both  young  fish  and  young  shell  fish  will 
drop  through  the  wide  meshes  of  a  trawl-net  as  it 
is  raised.  Lining  does  not  destroy  the  future 
crop,  but  trawling  does.  We  have  always 
thought,  and  hold  the  opinion  more  firmly  than 
ever,  that  "No  trawling  whatever  ought  to  be 
allowed  by  any  fishery  board  within  the  three 
mile  limit ;  rather  that  limit  ought  to  be  extended, 
if  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  save  the  crabs  and 
lobsters  when  changing  their  shells  off  in  deep 
water  in  winter;  but  there  is  the  additional 
inducement  that  such  extension  might  help  to 
arrest  the  decay  of  the  inshore  line  fisheries." 
No  man  can  deny  that  they  are  going  fast  to 
ruin.  In  winter  most  of  the  Bridlington  large 
cobbles,  and  many  medium-sized  ones,  are  at 
work  lining  in  the  bay.  A  good  storm  in  October 
from  east  or  north-east  usually  has  the  effect  of 
filling  the  bay  with  cod  and  codling  of  all  sizes. 
Good  sport  can  then  be  got  anywhere  in  the  bay 
by  those  who  can  stand  the  weather,  and  will 
take  the  trouble  to  procure  good  bait.  The  big 
boats  are  better  than  smaller  at  that  time  of  year, 
as  an  angler  can  walk  about  and  straighten  his 
legs,  to  say  nothing  of  having  the  kettle  boiling 
if  desired.  J-  W.  Whbldon. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THROUGH  THE  KILLARIES. 


The  Killaries  comprise  those  portions  of  co. 
Mayo  and  co.  Galway  surrounding  KiUary  Bay, 
the  centre  of  which  is 

Leenane, 

undoubtedly  by  far  the  most  picturesquely 
situated  of  any  halting  point  in  the  Western 
Highlands  of  Ireland.  Leenane  may  be  reached 
from  Dublin,  via  Westport,  involving  an  eighteen- 
mile  drive;  via  Maam  Cross  (on  the  Olifden 
extension),  fourteen  miles;  or  from  Olifden  (at 
the  end  of  the  Connemara  rail  trip),  twenty  miles. 
Private  cars  will  be  sent  to  meet  any  train  on 
application  to  Mr.  McKeown,  Leenane  Hotel, 
Killary  Bay,  co.  Galway,  but  during  the  season, 
June  1  to  Sept.  29,  a  great  saving  is  effected  by 
taking  McKeown's  public  cars,  either  from  Olifden 
(4s.  6d.)  or  Westport  (33.  6d.)  The  trains  leave 
Broadstone  Station,  Dublin,  at  7  a.m.  and  9.15 
a.m.,  reaching  Olifden  at  12.52  p.m.  and  4.11  p.m., 
and  Westport  at  11.55  a.m.  and  3.51  p.m. 

Before  describing  Leenane  itself  I  will  give  a 
few  notes,  made  on  a  recent  trip,  of  the  journey 
from  both  the  usual  points  of  approach. 

Starting  from 

Olifden, 

we  leave  the  handsome  Railway  Hotel  (just  built 
at  a  cost  of  £9000)  about  2  p.m.,  and  traverse 
several  miles  of  wild  country,  with  fine  views 
of  the  Twelve  Pins  and  Diamond  Mountain 
as  we  go.  Pretty  Streamstown,  on  its  lovely 
bay,  is  passed,  Doon  Oastle  and  Cleggan  Bay, 
and  we  ascend  into  Letterfrack,  at  the  head 
of  Bernaderg  Bay.  (From  this  point  onward  the 
route  may  be  readily  followed  by  aid  of  the 
accompanying  map,  which  I  have  specially  drawn 
for  this  article.) 

Resting  a  little  at  the  quaint  Quaker-like 
^nllage  of 

Letterfeaok 

(from  which  a  road  leads  off  to  the  left  to  Renvyle 
Hill,  five  miles  N.W ),  the  Diamond  Mountain 
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looms  out  grandly  as  we  go,  and  presently, 
crossing  the  pretty  Dawros,  by  the  side  of  the 
beautiful  Lough  Pollacapul,  the  magnificent  Pass 
of  Kylemore  stretches  out  before  us. 

•  Rising  sheer  up  to  an  immense  height  on 
either  hand,  the  bold  and  jagged  rocks,  one 
side  clothed  with  luxuriant  trees,  and  the  other 
rugged  and  bleak  and  bare,  the  effect  when  the 
sun  shines  down  between  is  solemnly  and  beauti- 
fully grand." 

As  we  wind  along,  the  grand  white  embattled 
towers  of  Kylemore  Oastle,  Mr.  Mitchell  Henry's 
magnificent  seat,  gleam  upon  us  through  the 
dense  foliage,  and  emerging  from  the  pass  we 
have  a  grand  ride  along  the  northern  shore  of 
Kylemore  Lough,  with  the  lofty,  precipitous 
heights  of  the  Twelve  Pins  keeping  us  company 
on  the  one  hand  (right)  and  Garraun  on  the 
other,  Maam  Turk  looming  finely  ahead. 

Beauty  succeeds  beauty  as  we  tool  along, 
and,  200  yards  after  passing  Lord  Ardilaun's 
shooting  and  fishing  lodge,  a  road  on  the  right 
trends  southward  to  Recess.  As  we  ascend  the 
hill  we  pass  Olearagh  Ohapel  on  the  left,  and  a 
good  view  is  then  obtained  of  Lough  Fee.  Noting 
the  road  on  the  left  leading  away  to  Salruck  and 
Lough  TuUy  (see  below),  we  presently  cross  the 
Bunowen,  and  run  through  TuUyoconor  to  Killary 
Lodge,  on  the  southern  shore  of  Killary  Bay,  at  the 
foot  of  giant  Tonabruick.  Winding  along  amidst 
a  scene  of  extreme  grandeur,  we  find  ourselves 


about  6  p.m.  in  the  centre  of  the  whole  en- 
chanting district,  at  the  Leenane  Hotel,  of  which 
a  presentment  is  here  given.  (A  very  interesting 
account  of  the  whole  district,  and  much  more,  is 
given  in  the  beautifully  illustrated  handbook, 
"  Oonnemara,"  sent  post  free  for  six  stamps  by 
the  General  Manager,  M.G.W.R.,  Broadstone, 
Dublin.) 

Now,  taking  the  northern  approach,  from 

Westpoet, 

which  is  not  nearly  so  picturesque.  Ascending 
a  steep  hill,  we  have  a  fine  retrospective  view  of 
the  tree-embowered  town  and  its  surroundings, 
with  the  many-islanded  bay  in  the  distance, 
while  the  giant  Oroagh  Patrick  rises  grandly  on 
our  right  as  we  bowl  along.  Some  five  miles 
onward  we  pass  on  our  right  the  upper  road  lead- 
ing to  Lough  Tawnyard  and  Lough  Dhu  (see 
below),  and  skirt  the  beautiful  Lough  Moher. 

Rounding  the  base  of  Slieve  Mahanagh,  we 
cross  the  Glenlaw,  and  passing  Altbaun,  cross,  at 
Erriff  Bridge,  the  lovely  En-iff,  "  one  of  the  best 
salmon  and  trout  rivers  in  Ireland"  (T.  O'Neill 
Lane). 

The  beautiful  river  is  now  followed  between 
grand  mountains  to  Aasleagh  Lodge,  the  point 
where  the  summer  route  from  Leenane  to  West- 
port  branches  off  westward.    (See  below.) 

A  little  further  on,  at  St.  Joseph's  Well,  at  the 
top  of  a  fine  hill,  a  grand  view  of  the  whole  district 
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bursts  upon  us,  far  below,  on  a  beautiful  grassy 
plateau,  lying  Leenane,  our  destination. 

***** 

Now  as  to  the  sport  afforded  in  the  district. 
Leenane 

is  the  centre  of  a  splendid  fishing  and  shooting 
district,  perhaps  unexcelled  in  Ireland.  Almost 
at  the  very  door  of  the  hotel  is  the  Erriff,  which 
is  justly  described  by  Hi-Regan  as  "a  beautiful 
salmon  river."  There  is  also  abundance  of  white 
trout.  The  same  author,  is  his  classic  "  How 
and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,"  tells  us  a  good  deal 
about  the  neighbourhood,  and  I  quote  his  remarks, 
not  for  want  of  personal  knowledge,  but  because 
they  will  doubtless  cany  more  weight  than  my 
own,  although  his  information  as  to  agents,  terms, 
orthography,  &c.,  is  not  quite  up  to  date.  He 
writes,  speaking  of  Leenane : 

"  "Thence  are  reached  Loughs  Nafooey  (within 
the  Galway  border),  Glendawough,  and  Tawnyard, 
and  the  Owenduff  below,  and  the  Glendawough 
rivers  above  it,  and  the  Fin,  Dhu,  Glencullen  and 
Oullen  lakes,  from  Delphi  Lodge,  beloved  and 
praised  by  many  anglers.  On  these,  and  the 
river  which  joins  them  to  the  sea,  large  salmon  in 
spring,  summer  fish,  grilse,  white  trout  and  brown, 
give  sport  as  varied  as  excellent.  To  the  right  of 
the  Westport  road,  the  upper  Aille  gives 
exceptional  sport  to  a  worm  fisher,  and  Lough 
Moher  to  any  owner  of  a  collapsible  boat.  West- 


ward, behind  Oroagh  Patrick,  are  the  Oolony,  the 
Oarrownisky,  and  the  Bunowen  (the  Louisburg) 
rivers,  and  some  mountain  lakes — Gall,  Nacorra, 
Garveybeg,  Altera,  and  Muck.  All  these  lakes 
are  full  of  trout.  Of  the  rivers,  the  Louisburg  is 
the  best,  and  very  late,  but,  when  it  is  nott^-o 
low,  as  good  for  its  length  as  any  I  know. 
The  "Major"  {vide  Meelick,  Galway),  and  the 

Jock  Scott,"  with  blue  jay  hackle  at  shoulder, 
are  the  best  flies  for  this  stream  I  know.  A 
light  Fiery  Brown  and  Silver  Grey  do  well  too. 
It  requires  a  stiff  wind,  and  one  upstream  from 
the  north  is  almost  as  good  as  a  south-west, 
which  is  best  of  all." 

Mr.  McKeown,  of  the  Leenane  Hotel,  will  give 
all  information  as  to  the  fishing.  He  himself 
has  the  command  of  the  salmon  and  white  trout 
fishing  on  the  three  Wahaltora  lakes  and  the 
Oarrownisky  and  Bunowen  rivers,  and  charges 
5s.  a  day,  including  boat.  He  also  has 
the  control  of  the  splendid  salmon  and  white- 
trout  fishing  in  Dhu  Lough,  and  that  (strictly 
preserved)  in  Glencullen  Lough  in  connection 
with  the  Dhu  Lough  Hotel,  of  which  he  is  the 
proprietor. 

Mr.  McKeown  also  sends  me  the  following 
information:  i   j  • 

"  Free  fishing  for  brown  trout  may  be  had  in 
Leenane  and  Mounterowen  rivers.  Loughs  Nacar- 
rigeen  and  Nambrackbragh,  and  Glenacally  and 
Finney  rivers. 
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From  photo  bj/'\ 


Kylbmobe  Lake. 
(Castlej  shown  in  centre.) 


[IT.  Lawrence,  Dublin. 


From  photo  bij] 


Diamond  Mountain,  Letterfrack. 


[IK.  jMwrence,  Dublin. 


"  Pike  and  gillaroo  trout  abound  in  Lough 
Nafooey  and  Maam  river. 

"  In  Lough  Oorrib,  pike,  salmon,  and  trout  are 
caught  plentifully." 

The  relative  positions  of  these  places  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  my  specially-drawn  map. 

Killary  Bay  is  especially  good  for  sea  fishing 
(sea  trout,  mackerel,  pollock,  plaice,  whiting, 
sole,  &c.),  and  I  have  known  over  3001b.  to  be 
taken  in  a  few  hours.  In  this  connection  "  Old 
Izaak's "  advice  in  The  People  is  well  worth 
remembering :  "  In  sea  fishing,  as  in  river 
fishing,  the  finest  tackle  generally  kills  the  most 
fish,  and  the  best  time  for  angling  is  within  a 
couple  of  hours  or  so  either  side  of  the  time  of 
high  water." 

There  is  good  free  shooting  on  the  bay  (wild 
fowl,  seals,  otters,  &c.),  and  several  well-preserved 
grouse  moors  are  to  let. 

***** 

The  scenic  attractions  of  the  neighbourhood 
are  all  but  inexhaustible,  and  a  grand  panoramic 
view  of  the  whole  may  be  had  from  the  hill 
at  the  back  of  the  hotel.  For  a  minute  descrip- 
tion of  this  district,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole 
of  the  southern  portion  of  Ireland,  there  is 
nothing  to  compare  with  "  Ward's  '  Thorough  ' 
Guide  to  Ireland,  Part  II."  (Dulau,  os ),  which 
contains  twenty-five  beautiful  maps  and  plans. 
Principal  among  the  attractions  is  the  sail  round 
Killary  Harbour,  presenting  a  panorama  unsur- 
passed in  beauty,  the  wild  romantic  Mweelrea 
(2688ft.)  at  its  northern  extremity  seeming  almost 
to  bar  exit. 

Another  favourite  trip  is  by  way  of  the  romantic 
Glen  Fee,  passing  the  silvery  Lough  Fee,  on  the 
borders  of  which  is  lUaunroe  Lodge,  and  on  to  the 
head  of  Little  Killary  Bay,  and  the  precipitous 
pass  of  Salruck.  The  view  from  the  top  of  the 
bay,  with  its  rocky  islets,  the  village  of  Salruck 
and  its  pretty  church  at  our  feet,  towering 
Mweelrea  far  ahead,  and  beyond,  the  sunlit  waves 
of  the  green  Atlantic,  is  simply  unsurpassable  of 
its  kind. 

At  Bundorragh  Ferry,  two  miles  west  of 
the  Leenane  Hotel,  we  can  cross  to  Delphi, 
a  fishing  lodge  romantically  hidden  among  the 
mountains  on  the  shores  of  the  beautiful  Lough 
Fin,  "the  sweetest  spot  in  Oonnemara."  A 
mile  north  is  the  charmingly-situated  Dhu- 
lough  House  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Lough 
Dhu. 

Lough  Nafooey,  seven  miles  distant,  with  its  fine 
waterfall,  is  also  well  worthy  of  a  visit. 

I  had  intended  to  have  given  a  few  impressions 
of  the  charming  summer  coach-route  from 
Leenane  to  Westport  via  Louisburgh,  taking  us 
along  the  northern  shore  of  Killary  Harbour, 
passing  Delphi  and  Lough  Dhu,  and  skirting  the 
grand  shore  of  Clew  Bay,  but  space  forbids.  A 
full  description  will  be  found  in  my  own  little 
penny  handbook,  "  Oonnemara  and  Achill,"  from 
which  two  of  the  illustrations  here  given  are 
reproduced.  As  a  final  word :  Whether  as  an 
angler,  a  lover  of  natui-e,  or  a  simple  tourist,  the 
visitor  will  find  "  The  Killaries  "  hard  to  beat. 

F.  E.  LONQLBY. 


Delphi,  Killaey  Bay.  Leenane,  Killary  Bay. 

/■rom  Longley's  "Oonnemara  and  AchiW."  '  From  Longley's  "  Cmmmara  and  Aeltill." 
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THE  RIVER  LIFFEY. 


The  river  LifEey  demands  the  attention  of  all 
who  fish  in  Ireland,  both  because  of  its  vicinity 
to  the  capital,  and  of  the  charming  pastoral 
scenery  through  which  it  flows.  Although  its 
best  friend  could  hardly  call  it  a  grand  fishing 
river,  still,  it  offers  a  fair  day's  sport  to  residents 
in  Dublin,  or  to  those  whom  the  love  of  a  pretty 
country  attracts  to  its  banks. 

I  write  this  article  in  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  and 
am  quite  prepared  to  find  any  statements  which  I 
make  in  it  refuted  by  authorities  better  qualified 
to  give  information  upon  its  subject  than  myself ; 
for  though  I  have  fished  the  Liffey  frequently 
during  each  of  the  last  five  seasons,  I  am  bound 
to  admit  that  I  have  been  uniformly  unsuccessful 
in  my  attempts  to  allure  the  wily  trout  which  it 
contains.  Why,  then,  does  the  LilSey  give  such 
poor  sport  ?  It  is  a  beautiful — almost  an  ideal 
— river  for  the  wet  fly.  It  is  well  stocked,  and 
keeps  a  fair  head  of  water  all  through  the  season. 
That  it  is  over  fished  and  shockingly  poached  is, 
alas !  but  too  true.  Yet  these  facts  in  themselves 
do  not  seem  sufficient  to  account  for  the  com- 
paratively poor  sport  which  this  sulky  river 
affords.  Poached  and  over  fished  though  it  be, 
the  trout  are  there;  and  what  is  more,  in  the 
evenings  they  rise  freely ;  they  rise,  but  they  do 
not  take — at  least,  that  is  my  experience. 

My  acquaintance  with  the  Liffey  is  not  limited 
to  any  one  part  of  the  river.  Though  there  are 
many  portions  which  I  have  not  fished,  those 
which  I  have  fished  form  a  very  fair  sample  of 
the  whole.  I  propose  to  deal  with  them  in  detail, 
and  perhaps  visitors  to  Dublin  and  those  residents 
who  have  not  made  this  river  an  especial  study 
may  find  these  notes  of  use  when  selecting  the 
parts  of  the  river  to  visit. 

The  Liffey  rises  in  the  Wicklow  Mountains, 
and  flows  in  a  westerly  direction  to  Blessington  ; 
below  that  town  it  gradually  sweeps  round  to  the 
south,  turns  to  the  west  round  Ballymore  Eustace, 
then  north  at  Newbridge,  east  at  Straffan,  and 
continues  in  an  easterly  direction  till  it  flows  into 
Dublin  Bay.  Owing  to  its  semi-circular  course, 
all  of  which  is  within  easy  reach  of  the  capital,  it 
may  be  called  the  mainstay  of  Dublin  anglers, 
and  for  purposes  of  description  we  may  con- 
veniently divide  it  into  the  lower,  middle,  and 
upper  sections. 

The  Lower  Section. 

This  section  extends  from  Dublin  to  Newbridge, 
and  certainly  contains  the  best  fishing  on  the 
river ;  but,  as  is  only  natural  when  its  close 
vicinity  to  the  capital  is  considered,  a  good  deal 
of  it  is  preserved.  The  Lucan  steam  tram — 
perhaps  it  is  now  electric — follows  the  river  for 
about  seven  miles  from  Dublin,  but  a  car  or 
bicycle  will  be  found  the  most  convenient  mode  of 
conveyance,  as  giving  greater  independence.  The 
Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway  runs  up  the 
Liffey  VaUey  all  the  way  to  Newbridge.  There 
are  numerous  stations  from  which  all  parts  of  the 
water  can  be  reached,  and  a  very  fair  service  of 
trains. 

The  nearest  stretch  to  Dublin  which  is  at  all 
worth  a  visit  is  that  beneath  the  strawberry  beds. 
A  drive  of  four  miles  or  so  across  the  Phcenix 
Park  brings  you  to  a  very  pretty  spot  where  the 
river  flows  along  a  narrow  valley,  and  on  the 
slopes  which  run  down  to  the  northern  bank  are 
the  famous  beds.  The  angler  who  makes  this 
trip  on  a  fine  summer  evening  in  June  or  July 
will  be  well  repaid,  if  not  by  the  fish,  at  least  by 
the  scenery  and  strawberries.  I  used  sometimes 
to  run  over  on  a  bicycle  after  a  day's  cricket  in 
the  Phoenix,  and  sup  at  one  of  the  wooden 
shanties  which  much  resemble  German  beer 
gardens,  consume  several  pounds  of  fruit,  and 
catch  a  few  ounces  of  trout.  I  have  heard  of  two 
and  three-pounders  being  taken  in  the  deep  water 
below  the  beds,  but,  personally,  was  always 
pleased  with  a  fish  of  5oz.  or  6oz. ;  indeed, 
regarded  such  an  one  as  something  of  a  prize. 
On  a  warm  evening  the  trout  rise  furiously  as 
soon  as  it  gets  dark,  but  I  never  saw  anyone  catch 
more  than  three  or  four.  There  is  generally  a  rod 
to  about  every  50yds.  of  water,  and  they  whip  it 
with  great  perseverance.  I  seldom  used  to  fish 
later  than  ten  o'clock,  but  many  people  stay  for 
hours  longer,  and  they  say  that  the  best  fish  are 
got  late  at  night.  For  this,  and  indeed  for 
night  fishing  on  all  parts  of  the  Liffey,  the  rails 


(green,  brown,  and  yellow),  the  Blue-Black  with 
white  wing,  and  the  Coachman  are  the  standard 
flies.  It  might  not  be  bad  fun  on  a  hot  night,  if 
only  the  fish  did  happen  to  take  for  once ;  but  I 
confess,  were  it  not  for  the  strawberries,  my  visits 
to  the  beds  would  be  of  rare  occurrence. 

From  the  strawbeny  beds  up  to  the  Lucan 
the  fishing  is,  I  believe,  free ;  personally,  I  never 
did  any  good  on  it,  but  perhaps  if  the  fish  were  in 
the  mood  they  might  give  sport.  Above  Lucan 
village  is  Captain  Vesey's  water,  which  though 
sulky,  holds  some  good  trout.  Higher  up  is  the 
celebrated  salmon  leap ;  above  that  again  I 
think  the  Spa  Hotel  has  rights.  Then  come 
the  Celbridge,  Straffan,  and  Sallins  stretches, 
which  are  certainly  the  cream  of  Liffey  fishing ; 
but  this  part  of  the  river  is  mostly  preserved. 
I  have  seen  some  fine  baskets  of  trout  which 
were  taken  near  Celbridge,  and  some  good  fish 
too.  I  remember  one  of  l^lb.  that  was  caught 
by  a  friend  of  mine  which,  for  a  Liffey  fish, 
was  exceptionally  handsome;  and  fish  of  fib. 
are  not  at  all  unusual.  There  is,  I  have  heard, 
a  good  free  stretch  near  Victoria  Bridge,  between 
Sallins  and  Newbridge,  though  I  was  never  on  it 
myself.  As  will  be  gathered  from  the  above 
notes,  the  lower  section  is  not  of  much  account, 
except  to  those  fishermen  who  have  access  to  the 
preserved  portions;  to  them  it  offers  the  best 
sport  on  the  river. 

The  Middle  Section. 

This  section  may  be  said  to  extend  from  New- 
bridge to  BaUymore  Eustace,  and  the  most  con- 
venient stations  for  it  are  Newbridge,  on  the 
G.S.  and  W.  main  line,  and  Harristown,  on  the 
Tallow  branch.  Most  of  the  fishing  on  this 
section  is  free,  at  least  there  is,  as  they  say  in 
Ireland,  "  no  privintion,"  though  there  are  pre- 
served stretches  here  and  there,  as,  for  instance, 
the  Harristown  domain. 

From  Newbridge  to  Athgarvan  Bridge  I  have 
never  heard  of  anybody  getting  much  sport ;  but 
above  Athgarvan  Bridge,  and  under  Castle  Martin 
there  are  some  nice  glides,  in  which  I  have  some- 
times had  fair  fishing.  At  KilcuUen  is  Mrs. 
Bardon's  comfortable  hotel,  much  frequented  by 
officers  from  the  Curragh.  The  charges  are 
reasonable,  the  rooms  clean  and  cosy.  Mrs. 
Bardon  makes  certain  hot  cakes  which  may  justly 
be  called  of  world-wide  reputation  ;  for  most  men 
who  have  been  quartered  at  the  Curragh  know 
Mrs.  Bardon,  and  those  who  have  once  known 
her  do  not  forget  her  or  her  excellent  teas. 
There  is  a  charming  old-fashioned  garden 
attached  to  the  hotel,  with  tea  tables  in  leafy 
arbours,  whence  you  get  a  pretty  view  of  the 
river,  a  group  of  firs,  and  a  ruined  mill.  I  have 
often  stayed  at  Kilcullen  Hotel,  where  they 
thoroughly  understand  fishermen,  and  make 
them  comfortable. 

For  the  first  mile  or  so  above  the  village  the 
poor  river  is  severely  flogged ;  though  I  have  often 
got  a  good  fish  or  two  under  the  wood  below 
Newabbey,  and  once  had  a  really  brisk  hour  there, 
catching,  if  I  remember  right,  eight  fair  trout. 
There  are  long  flats  under  Newberry,  but  a 
delightful  series  of  streams  and  pools  extend  for 
a  few  hundred  yards  below  Harristown  Bridge. 
When  I  reached  this  bit  of  water  one  evening  at 
the  end  of  a  blank  day  the  fish  suddenly  came  on 
the  rise,  and  I  got  some  capital  sport,  catching 
several  in  a  very  short  time.    They  averaged 
about  ilb.,  and  were  nice  fish,  though  the  largest 
did  not  scale  fib. ;   but  that  weight  would  be 
exceptionally  heavy  for  this  part  of  the  Liffey. 
Above  Harristown  Bridge  is  the  domain,  where 
the  fishing  is  strictly  preserved.     Above  the 
domain,  I  am  informed  on  trustworthy  authority, 
that  there  is  good  sport  to  be  got.   Indeed,  the 
four  miles  or  so  from  there  to  Ballymore  Eustace 
are  probably  as  little  fished  as  any  parts  of  the 
river,  and  the  water  has  a  most  taking  aspect ; 
but  my  acquaintance  with  it  is  limited  to  sight. 
This  middle  section  is  my  favourite.    The  scenery 
is  quite  charming,  and  I  only  hope  that  before 
many  years  more  the  beautiful  pools  will  be 
regularly  tenanted  by  salmon  again,  and  perhaps 
they  will  be  when  the  Dublin  drainage  schemes, 
so  often  talked  about,  are  actually  put  into  effect ; 
but  under  the  present  conditions  it  is  little  short 
of  a  marvel  that  even  the  few  salmon  which  are 
annually  caught  can  face  the  awful  ordeal  of  the 
passage  through  the  town. 


The  Upper  Sbctiok. 

This  section,  in  which  must  be  included  that 
important  tributary,  the  King's  river,  is  best 
reached  from  Dublin  by  the  steam  tramway  to 
Blessington,  which  goes  on  as  far  as  Poulaphuca. 
It  is  a  long  time  since  I  travelled  by  the  Blessing- 
ton tram,  and  possibly  improvements  have 
recently  been  introduced;  but  it  used  to  be  a 
quaint  conveyance,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  There 
are  several  crosses  along  the  line,  marking  spots 
where  fatal  accidents  have  occurred,  mostly,  I 
believe,  caused  by  horses  frightened  at  the  tram ; 
for,  to  do  it  justice,  when  I  was  in  it  it  never  ran 
over  anything  of  more  importance  than  a 
donkey ! 

A  very  favourite  excursion  from  Dublin  is  to 
the  waterfall  at  Poulaphuca.  Consequently,  like 
other  tourist  resorts,  it  is  best  avoided  by  anglers 
on  Bank  Holidays  and  other  similar  occasions ; 
indeed,  I  do  not  think  that  this  section  below 
Blessington  is  of  much  account.  Blessington  is 
a  pretty  village,  and  were  there  but  a  good 
hotel  there,  it  would  be  a  most  excellent  centre  for 
the  upper  Liffey.  There  is  a  fishing  club  which 
preserves  some  of  the  water  below  the  town. 
Above  the  club  is  the  free  stretch,  and  a  beautiful 
bit  it  is.  Above  that,  again,  is  Lord  Downshire's 
water,  which  extends  for  several  miles.  It  is 
preserved,  but  tickets  used  to  be  given  most 
generously  at  the  estate  o&oe  at  Blessington, 
and  are  still,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  sole  condition 
being  that  the  fly  only  is  to  be  used.  Up  to 
about  the  end  of  April  the  Downshire  water  is  a 
really  good  bit  of  fishing.  A  basket  of  two  dozen 
fish,  running  about  three  to  the  pound,  with  a  fib, 
or  lib.  fish  among  them,  is  not  an  unusual  one  on 
a  good  day.  The  King's  river  is  easily  reached 
by  car  from  Blessington.  It  much  resembles  the 
upper  Liffey,  and  I  believe  the  fishing  upon  it  ia 
everywhere  free.  Its  fish  have  the  reputation  o£ 
being  free  risers,  and  it  is  well  worth  attention. 
Some  portions  of  the  Liffey  above  the  Downshire 
water  are  preserved.  To  get  to  it,  it  is  necessary 
to  quit  the  tram  between  Brittas  and  Blessington ; 
but  the  fish  run  very  small,  and  from  Kilbride 
upwards  may  be  reckoned  as  scarcely  larger  than 
the  brownies  of  a  mountain  burn. 

The  above  notes  will,  I  hope,  help  those  who 
think  of  visiting  the  Liffey  in  determining  where 
to  go  and  what  parts  to  avoid.  For  comfort  and 
scenery  I  recommend  Kilcullen ;  for  sport, 
Blessington.  Before  May  or  after  August  are 
the  best  seasons  for  day  fishing;  still,  in  the 
summer  the  fish  are  sometimes  "  on  the  job " 
after  a  fresh. 

The  standard  flies  are  the  Blue-Black,  the 
Lefanue,  the  Professor,  and  the  various  grouse, 
wrens,  and  raiils.  I  have  found  a  little  Zulu  very 
taking  in  a  rough  wind.  Martin  Kelly,  of 
SackviUe-street,  Dublin,  supplies  these  patterns, 
and  can  give  much  information ;  but  the  authority 
upon  Liffey  flies  is  Mrs.  Garnett,  of  Cramp-court, 
Dame-street,  near  the  back  of  the  Empire  Palace 
Theatre ;  only  let  the  intending  purchaser  be  care- 
ful that  she  does  not  sell  him  the  whole  shop,  as  I 
know  no  more  clever  person  at  persuading  a 
customer  to  buy  more  than  he  needs. 

It  is  necessary  to  wade  on  the  Liffey,  but  not  to 
wade  deep,  so  stockings  will  be  found  sufiioient ; 
and,  as  a  final  hint,  I  would  add,  let  your  be  tackle 
be  very  fine,  let  your  flies  be  small,  and  have  plenty 
of  tinsel.  Mark  Bench. 


SOCIETY  OF  EXPERIMENTAL  FiSS 
CULTURE. 
The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  have  presented) 
through  their  secretary,  Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  ^ 
consignment  of  about  250  fry  of  Salmo  gardineH, 
and  the  young  fish  were  safely  placed  in  the 
rearing  boxes  at  the  Crystal  Palace  on  Monday 
last  by  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole,  the  curator. 
These  are  the  true  steel-head  trout,  and  the  only 
specimens  in  Europe  are  those  at  the  aquariums 
of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  at  Brighton, 
the  Crystal  Palace,  and  the  fishery  of  Prince 
Ludwig  in  Bavaria.  Herr  Jaffe,  of  Osnabriick, 
imported  the  ova,  which  was  obtained  from 
Trinity  River  (Californian  coast).  The  newly- 
introduced  fish  are  stated  to  be  very  game 
fighters.  A.  Allison,  Hon.  Sec. 


AiiBRiOAN  Books.— A  catalogne  of  Amerioan  books  In  Tsxlons 
departments  of  Utsrature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Maratotf 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dnnstan's  Honae,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
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BURBERRYS'  ANGLING  OUTFIT. 

This  Fishing  Outfit  consists  of  a  "  Coat-waistcoat"  and  a  Gabardine  Over-all.  The  Ooat-waistooat — made  of  either  [homespun  (lined  urber  silk,  with  silk  sleeves)  or  Gabardine  (lined  camel  hair, 
with  cardigan  sleeves)— has  in  front  six  pockets,  conveniently  placed  for  carrying  everything  essential  without  the  usual  impedimenta,  the  two  lower  pockets  expanding,  take  a  lot  of  fllling.  At 
the  back  Is  a  large  detachable  mackintosh  pocket  for  carrying  flsh,  which  can  be  turned  inside  oat  and  washed.  The  "Coat-waistcoat  "  is  worn  either  in  conjunction  with  the  "Over-all"  or  each 
separately.  Waders  brace  over  the  waistcoat,  and,  if  raining,  the  "  Over-all,"  which  is  loose  and  free-fltting,  gives  complete  protection.  If  not  required  it  packs  easily  into  the  pocket.  The  freest 
and  most  conveniently  complete  Weatherproof  Outfit  for  fishing. 


•\  ■       -  A^-  * 


"  COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  showing  arrangement  of  pockets.       "  COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  showing  detachable  pocket  for  flsh  carrying.  FISHING  "  OVER-ALL." 

"00"  Price  Lists,  Patterns,  and  Designs  Post  Free,  or  Garments  may  be  seen  at  our  autliorised  Agents,  or  at— 

BUEiBEEiRYS,  30,  hayiviarket,  London,  and  Basingstoke. 

SCOTT    STREET     Manufacturer   of   every    description  of 

*    FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
PERTH.  of  the  World. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


Superiop  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheapt  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


lYjy^j^j^QQI^Ig   Patent  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon 


ITIMLLUUn  O   Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies  lUI  A  I  inPI-l'^                       SALMON  and 

of  all  sizes.   Handy  and  compact.   Each  fly  secured  "ini-l-V.'vn  O   THOUT  BEELS,  unsurpassed 

The  only  perfect  Casting  Eeel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse    by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.  Large  assortment  for  durability  and  finish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 

"       "           t — J,  o,. — 1  J  i.„ —                               of  sizes  to  choose  from.  wnrir 


Fishing.  Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple  and  easy  to  learn, 


work. 


IVI A L LOCH'S        yiedii  salmon 


GRILSE,  and  SEA  TBOUT 
FLIES. 


lyjy^l^^QQI^Ig   Gold   Medal    BIVEB  and 


LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  oo 
Gut. 

MAI  I  nr  U'C   Gold    Medal  FLOATING 
IflMLLUOn  O   TBOUT  FLIES   with  Up- 
right Wings. 

Most  Extepglve  List  of  the  Beet  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Bivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


iX4iX--crsTi=c.A.i'E:i>  lists  :e*xi3e:x3. 


Telegrams:  "MALLOCH,  PERTH." 


AW-A.RI>EX>     TEIC     GOIuD  Z^A-NT}     OTHER     MEDikLS     FOR     EXCELLENCE     IN"     jnSHINGr  TACKLE. 
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INDEX  TO  VOL.  XL. 


With  this  number  we  commence  a  new  volume, 
and  present  our  readers  with  the  index  (as  a 
supplement)  for  the  volume  just  completed — viz., 
Yol.  XL.  (January  to  June,  1900). 


PATIENCE. 


Patience  is  a  great  virtue ;  it  is  synonymous 
^ith  fishirg — ergo,  fishing  is  a  great  virtue.  The 
other  night.  Uncle  Parker,  the  well-known  sea 
angler,  after  a  very  interesting  lecture  and 
smoking  concert,  went  to  bed  (boots  and  all)  and 
dreamed  that  he  was  dead.  The  only  wonder 
after  such  a  night,  for  it  was  a  very  wet  one,  is 
that  he  was  not  dead.  In  his  vision  he  felt  him- 
self wafted  away  over  the  river  Styx  to  the  gates 
of  the  Elyaian  fishing  grounds,  and  the  janitor 
Peter  gazed  very  doubtfully  at  him  through  the 
bars. 

"  Any  particular  recommendation  ?  "  asked  the 
janitoi-. 

"  Well,  I  was  a  very  enthusiastic  member  of 
the  Amateur  Sea  Fishermen's  Association." 

"  Humph,  an  angler  are  you,"  said  Peter ;  "  then 
I  reckon  you  will  be  wanting  to  pass  in  because  of 
your  patience.    Got  much  patience,  eh  ?  " 

"  Well,"  rejoined  the  angler,  "  I  musn't  brag 
here,  you  know ;  but  I  may  mention  that  I  hold 
the  asjcciation's  special  diploma  for  patience  ; 
awarded  to  me  for  the  following  little  affairs  : 
I  went  to  Southend  and  dangled  prawns  over  the 
pier  for  a  whole  day  without  a  nibble ;  on  another 
occasion  I  travelled  to  Deal  to  catch  bass,  and 
didn't  get  any.  And,"  rejoined  the  applicant, 
thoughtfully,  '•  I  once  did  a  much  greater  feat 
than  either — I  waited  outside  a  draper's  shop, 
when  a  clearance  sale  was  on,  while  my  wife  was 
inside  picking  up  bargains." 

"Eh,  what?  You  did  that?  Come  right 
straight  in,"  Peter  exclaimed,  as  he  swung  the 
gates  as  wide  open  as  they  would  go,  and  he 
yelled  excitedly  to  somebody  inside,  "  Now,  then, 
you  just  shove  up  a  bit  and  make  room  for  one 
next  to  you  in  the  front  stalls." 

Parker  had  another  dream  the  other  night, 
after  fishing  "Ham  Deeps,"  at  Wey bridge.  In 
bis  dream  he  saw  what  faiily  snatched  his  breath 
away.  In  the  distance,  at  the  far  end  of  the 
sifiiu,  he  saw  a  huge  bream  coming  through  the 
water  at  express  speed,  leaving  behind  it  an  ever- 
widening  track  of  snosv- white  foam.  To  his 
horror  it  came,  like  rent  day,  nearer  and  nearer, 
with  its  jaws  wide  open.  He  held  his  breath — 
with  both  hands.  Even  the  trees  on  the 
bank  ceased  to  wave.  Nay,  more,  his  very 
watch,  which  he  hid  left  at  his  uncle's 
the  day  before,  ceased  to  "  tick."  He  knew 
it  did,  because  his  uncle  told  him  sc. 
Suddenly  this  monster  bream,  rolling  on  its  side, 
made  straight  for  Pai  ker,  who  was  busy  extracting 
a  large  fish  hook  from  the  calf  of  his  right  leg. 
He  tried  to  shout,  but  his  speech  failed,  and 
wasn't  worth  eighteenpence  in  the  pound.  With 
great  drops  of  perspiration  which  fell  from  him 
with  heavy  thuds  into  the  water,  and  raised  the 
level  of  the  river  lOin.,  he  watched  the  horrid 
ruonster.  Its  terrible  jaws  opened  wider,  its  eyes 
shone  like  two  furnaces,  its  teeth  gnashed.  By 
this  time  Parker  had  fcufiiciently  collected  his 
wits,  and  baited  a  hook  with  about  31b.  of 
cold  roast  beef.  The  bream  took  the  bait 
hurriedly,  and,  as  the  reel  spun  round, 
the  line  ran  out  at  the  rate  of  ton  miles  an 
hour,  and  the  fish  grounded  on  the  shallows  some 
distance  down  stream,  shaking  the  earth  till  the 
very  trees  shivered  so  much  that  they  shook  all 
their  bark  off.  No  gaff  could  reach  the  fish,  and 
if  it  could  would  not  have  been  strong  enough  to 
drag  it  out;  anything  less  reliable  than  the 
Fishing  Gazette  would  have  snapped  instantly 
under  the  immense  strain.  Happy  thought;  ofE 
Parker  ran  to  borrow  a  pump,  and  by  the  time  he 
returned  with  it  it  was  getting  dark  ;  neverthe- 
lesp,  he  started  to  pump  out  the  river.  For  two 
w  ek3  he  pumptd  and  pumped,  eating  nothing, 
drinking  nothing,  and  thinking  less;  timply 
pumped  until  on  the  fifteenth  day  the  monster  lay 
high  and  dry — it  was  particularly  high — on  the  bed 
ot  the  stream ;  in  fact,  he  had  the  fish  photographed 
immediately,  for  fear  it  should  get  out  of  focus — 
it  was  getting  so  high.    On  looking  into  the 


bream's  mouth  and  down  its  throat,  he  discovered 
the  bodies  of  thirteen  young  ducks,  besides  several 
crayfish  ;  also  a  sort  of  "marine  stores,"  consisting 
of  old  boathook  irons,  dozens  of  rusty  fish  hooks, 
several  leger  bullets,  lead  plummets,  and  other 
bric-a-brac  of  a  similar  nature,  which  the  fish  had 
neglected  to  digest. 

As  Parker  was  in  the  act  of  turning  round  to 
leave  the  fish  for  the  river  bank,  and  so  regain  his 
punt,  he  fell  out  of  bed,  and  woke  to  the  fact  that 
he  had  been  dreaming. 

"  Well !  "  said  he,  "  it's  the  fault  of  those 
anglers  who  spin  me  yarns  about  the  big  bream 
of  the  Thames."  A.  Jardine,  Jun. 


THE  ROCK  ANGLERS'  SEASON. 


As  there  is  no  close  time,  there  are  no  restrictions 
as  to  any  particular  dates  when  the  rock  angler 
may  make  a  basket.  The  weather  is  his  guide ; 
and,  given  a  fair  temperature,  he  can  always  get 
sport  of  some  kind  or  other  from  January  to 
December.  It  is  wonderful  the  large  numbers  of 
"  rookies  "  and  pier  fishers  who  seldom  miss  a 
tide  all  the  year  round,  and  only  in  the  very 
severest  of  weather  are  constrained  to  stay 
indoors.  In  fact,  they  not  unfrequently  make 
their  best  baskets  when  there  is  a  bit  of  a  storm 
blowing ;  but  it  is  the  exception  rather  than  the 
rule.  A  very  fine  clear  day  with  clear  water  is 
one,  however  desirable  to  the  holiday-maker 
otherwise,  not  the  best  for  heavy  creels  and  lively 
sport. 

The  rock  anglers'  season  may  be  put  down  as 
from  May  to  October,  and  probably  July,  August, 
and  September  as  the  best  part  of  this  seven 
months'  season.  The  weather  and  the  fish  both 
combine  to  make  it  so,  and  although  enthusiastic 
spirits  may  venture  out  in  open  boats  or  on  to 
the  rocks  earlier  or  later,  yet  the  bulk  of  rock 
anglers  and  sea  fishers  do  not  move  till  the  advent 
of  May  at  least. 

In  speaking  of  the  weather,  the  ideal  day  is 
when  there  is  a  land  bi-eeze,  with  a  bit  of  passing 
cloud.  On  the  east  of  Scotland  east  winds  are 
dead  against  sport,  and  thunder  at  any  time 
always  puts  down  the  fish.  When  a  bit  of  a 
"  jabble  "  is  on,  although  not  so  pleasant  as  the 
calm,  serene,  almost  imperceptible  swell,  the  fish 
bite  better,  are  not  so  easily  frightened,  and  seem 
to  be  more  on  the  hunt  for  food ;  while  with  a 
clear  water  and  a  cloudless  sky  they  have  to  be 
searched  for  more  deeply,  and  few  of  the  better 
prizes  come  to  the  bait. 

The  most  favourite  spot  for  the  rock  angler  is 
some  projecting  point  round  which  the  tide  flows 
and  ebbs  sufiiciently  deep  inshore  so  as  to  permit 
the  bait  being  well  sunk,  and  fairly  precipitous  so 
as  to  be  free  of  entangling  weeds  and  marine 
plants.  These  abound  on  some  parts  of  the  coast 
more  commonly  than  on  others,  and  depend  much 
on  the  general  character  of  the  seaboard.  In  the 
north  and  west  of  Scotland  every  creek  and  bay, 
every  tongue  or  gulley,  is  a  veritable  I'ock  angler's 
paradise.  The  best  spots  to  choose  are  those 
which  permit  the  fisher  to  move  back  as  the  tide 
rises,  and  vice  versa,  then  he  may  make  up  his 
basket  and  spend  bis  day  without  moving  far 
from  the  same  spot.  It  is  also  desirable  to  select 
a  spot  where  much  dangerous  climbing  is  not 
necessary,  and  where  there  is  sufiicient  protection 
from  any  sudden  or  violent  change  in  the  sea. 
Every  season  yields  its  tribute  of  sea  anglers  by 
some  fatal  or  otherwise  untoward  accident.  In 
this  respect  the  rock  anglers'  season  is  like  the 
bathers'  and  skaters' — not  without  its  risks,  which 
the  annual  visit  of  these  pastimes  always  bring  in 
their  wake.  Nor  is  it  the  tyro  and  uninitiated 
that  are  always  the  victims  claimed,  who  fall  into  a 
hole,  or  are  swept  off  the  rocks,  or  otherwise  put 
in  jeopardy,  which  more  than  often  proves  so 
fatal,  because  of  the  isolated  nature  of  the  spot 
chosen.  Very  frequently  the  calamity  happens  to 
the  man  who  has  been  a  lifetime  on  the  "  job,"  so 
to  speak,  and  in  a  venturesome  or  thoughtless 
moment  risks  too  much. 

This  was  the  case  in  two  fatal  drowning  accidents 
off  the  rocks  on  the  Kincardineshire  coast  last 
year.  The  one  happened  a  few  miles  south  of 
Aberdeen,  and  the  other  off  the  rocks  at  Stone- 
haven, and  the  victims  in  both  cases  were  expert 
rock  anglers,  and  used  to  the  tides  and  the 
vagaries  of  the  sea.  Familiarity  breeds  con- 
tempt, and  often  when  the  tyro  and  the  timid 


shrink  back  from  venturing  to  a  dangerous  spot, 
or  at  a  dangerous  turn  in  the  tide,  the  foolhardy 
and  the  thoughtless  expert  will  risk  his  Jife  for 
an  extra  ounce  or  two  of  cod  or  sathe,  or  whatever 
is  likely  to  be  got,  just  to  outweigh  his  chum  or 
fishing  comrade,  who  prefers  the  safer  retreat 
behind  some  sheltering  rock,  or  the  dry  seat  on 
some  rocky  shelf  well  removed  from  danger's 
path.  There  is  no  more  pleasant  way  of  spending 
a  holiday  than  among  the  rocks  at  the  seaside  on 
a  J tily  or  August  day,  and  bar  these  sad  accidents, 
which  we  think  can  mostly  be  avoided,  there  is  no 
more  health-giving  nor  interesting  pastime  than  a 
good  spell  of  rock  fishing.  The  season  for  the 
trout  is  over,  and  salmon  or  grilse  angling  is  con- 
fined to  a  few  too  highly  priced  and  favoured 
spots  to  be  thought  of.  The  lake  also  now  needs 
a  fairly  long  purse,  for  all  rights  are  tacked  on  to 
some  hotel  or  other,  and  there  is  less  freedom  of 
action  and  more  dress  en  evidence  there  than  in 
many  of  the  country  houses.  At  the  rocks  every- 
thing is  of  a  rough-and-ready  order,  with  a 
pleasurable  free-and-easy  go  about  it,  which 
makes  it  the  charm  and  pleasant  remembrance  it 
certainly  should  be  if  it  is  to  be  a  holiday  worth 
the  name.  Very  little  tuition  or  experience  is 
necessary  to  ensure  sport,  and  the  exertion,  unless 
it  be  to  carry  home  the  load  after  a  good  run  of 
luck,  is  of  the  least  harassing  and  on  the  quiet 
side  for  the  trout  racer  and  salmon  angler  till 
they  get  used  to  it. 

Rock  rods  and  tackle  can  be  picked  up  for  an 
old  song.  The  big  bamboo  pole,  20ft.  long,  is  the 
favourite,  and  with  a  two- jointed  12ft.  spinning 
rod  is  all  the  paraphernalia,  together  with  a  creel 
and  such  like  sundries,  that  any  couple  of  rock 
anglers  need  burden  themselves  with.  If  a  rod 
cannot  be  borrowed  on  the  spot  it  can  be  bought 
new  for  10s,,  and  will  last  a  lifetime. 

We  have  fished  off  and  on  for  the  past  thirty 
years  all  along  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  from 
St.  Abb's  Head  to  Buchan  Ness,  and  have  never 
yet  had  any  difficulty  in  commandeering  a  rod 
for  the  time  being  from  someone  on  the  spot, 
and  usually  left  it  whipped  up  and  in  better  con- 
dition than  when  we  got  it  with  fresh  cord  lines 
and  new  tackle,  which  cost  little,  and  so  gave  an 
entree  for  future  favours.  Only  on  one  occasion 
did  our  commandeering  propensities  land  us  in  a 
scrape.  We  had  written  a  certain  fisherman  to 
have  mussels  shelled  and  laid  out  for  an  eai-ly  deep 
sea  excursion,  but  somehow  or  other  the  boy  who 
carried  our  letters  to  the  post,  being  in  an  absent- 
minded  mood,  kept  this  one  in  his  pocket  for 
three  days,  and  we  made  our  advent  at  "  Doorie's  " 
before  its  arrival.  "  Doorie "  was  in  bed  we 
opined,  and  no  shelled  bait  in  the  boat- 
shed.  We  decided  there  and  then  to  help 
ourselves  and  pay  afterwards.  Now  a  lot 
of  thieving  of  mussel  bait  had  been  going  on  in 
that  particular  quarter,  and  just  as  we  were  about 
to  ship  our  cargo  of  "  commandeered  "  mussel  at 
4  a.m.,  the  local  policeman  came  on  the  scene.  A 
new  king  had  arisen  that  knew  not  Joseph,  and 
we  were  arrested  for  breaking  into  lockfast  places 
and  stealing  bait.  It  was  a  fix  we  did  not  bargain 
for.  We  told  our  story,  and  added  that  we  had 
"  Doorie's "  authority  for  going  into  his  shed. 
He  let  us  go  for  the  nonce,  but  came  out  in  a 
boat  to  us  some  hours  after,  and  told  us  that  as 
"Doorie  "was  at  sea,  and  his  housekeeper  knew 
nothing  about  us,  we  would  have  to  come 
ashore,  and  go  along  to  the  "office."  Of 
course,  the  upshot  of  it  was  that  "Doorie" 
made  it  all  right  whenever  he  came  in,  but 
it  spoiled  our  holiday.  A  few  of  these 
lessons  in  one's  day  learns  one  to  walk  more 
warily  in  future.  Fisher  folks,  as  a  rule,  have 
not  much,  and  are  jealous  of  the  little  they  have, 
and  like  others  to  regard  their  property  with  care. 
There  is  no  kinder-hearted  class  of  people  than 
the  non-professional  village  fisheiman  and  his 
wife,  and  the  farther  removed  from  civilisation, 
as  it  were,  the  kindlier  and  more  obliging  they 
seem  to  be,  if  that  were  possible.  Thus  we  have 
found  fishermen  in  the  Orkneys  putting  their 
houses,  boats,  bait,  tackle,  time,  and  whisky  at 
our  disposal  when  they  were  not  certain  of  any 
great  recompense  in  return,  and  when,  as  the 
canny  Scot,  we  tried  to  hold  them  in  for  fear  of 
the  bill  at  the  end  of  the  week.  It  was  all  to  no 
purpcse.  There  was  no  charge  for  this,  and  no 
charge  for  that,  and  at  length  we  wondered 
what  there  would  be  a  charge  for  when 
the  bill  did  come.   But  they  kept  their  word, 
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and  two  of  us  spent  a  whole  week  on  one  of  these 
islands  for  the  total  sum  of  128.  Of  course,  we 
did  not  fare  sumptuously,  but  what  we  got  was 
good  enough,  and  cheap  at  three  times  the  money 
elsewhere.  The  Orkneys  are  a  little  far  removed, 
but  with  a  month  to  spare  one  might  even  go 
farther  and  fare  worse.  Yet  all  round  the  coast 
there  are  splendid  modest  hotels,  where  whole 
families  may  be  put  up  on  very  reasonable  terms, 
and  where  rock  angling  is  at  the  door  in 
abundance.  One  may  alight  on  almost  any  part 
of  the  east  coast,  and  find  ample  accommodation 
at  any  village  hotel  or  farmhouse,  although  such 
places  as  Stonehaven,  CrudenBay,  and  any  of  the 
Moray  Firth  resorts  lay  themselves  out  for  the 
rock-angling  tourist  and  his  wife.  G.  M. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Hampton  Couit). — J.  Hemmings,  fishing 
at  the  Watpr  Galletie,  Wednesday  last,  took  a  nice  trout 
of  8^lb.— W.  Douglas. 

 (Henley).  —  Kegatta  traffic  has  almost  put  a 

stop  to  Buccessful  augling  here  in  the  open  stream,  but 
some  good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  weir  and  mill  pools, 
the  only  plaoeii  to  obtain  quiet  fishing  just  now. 
A  party  of  anglers,  fishing  at  Marsh  Milla  on  June  28,  had 
some  perch  and  chub  of  31b.,  3 Jib.,  and  4ilb.,  but  only  a 
few  small  barbel  were  taken,  which  were  returned.  On 
June  30  Mr.  Johnston  and  friend,  fishing  the  mills  at 
Shiplake,  had  a  quantity  of  perch,  chub,  and  barbel  of 
31b.,  41b.,  and  6|lb.,  most  of  which  were  returned.  Mr. 
Young,  fishing  here  on  the  same  date,  took  a  birbel  of 
71b.  lOoz.  Mr.  W.  Meyers,  fishing  the  open  stream  below 
Wargrave  on  July  1,  took,  among  some  peich  and  chub,  a 
barbel  of  5 jlb.  A  fair  stream  is  running  whiln  the  mills 
are  working,  but  the  weirs  are  shut  down.  Some  fair 
roach  have  been  taken  at  Shiplake  during  the  last  hour  of 
fishing.  No  trout  have  been  caught  during  the  past  week. 
— STANLEY  Mead. 

  (Streatley).  —  Water  in  very  good  condition 

for  time  of  year.  Mr.  Beswick  took  some  very  good  perch 
last  week.  Mr.  G.  Bsal.  last  week,  took  several  splendid 
perch  in  the  Mansewell  Reach,  amongst  others,  21b.  lOoz., 
21b.  lljoz  ,  »nd  lib.  lloz.— Horace  J.  Gardner, 

— ; —  Sunbary. — T.  and  A.  Stroud  done  well  amongst 
the  jick  and  chub.  A  young  lady  from  the  Flower  Pot 
Hotel  took  a  jjck  of  41b.  and  some  chub  fishing  from  the 
Lrck  I•l^nd.  The  water  is  in  capital  condition  for  fishing. 
— W.  Douglas. 

  (Teddington).— One  day,  Mr.  Lucas,  sixteen 

barbel,  returned;  hdf  day,  lady  and  gentleman,  few 
barlel,  ens  going  7^1".,  in  bad  condition,  all  returned. 
I  have  also  been  out  with  Messrs.  Hendon,  Isacks,  Islip, 
and  G.  Bianchatd;  c[ot  a  few  barbel,  dace,  and  a  perch 
with  Mr.  Isacka,  IJlb.  Mr.  Islip,  above  the  weir  with 
Sponar,  six  jick.— Walter  McBride. 

Ancholme  District.— The  fishing  has  been  good 
during  the  past  week  as  recurrent  showera  have  kept  the 
water  in  fine  trim.  The  best  takes  have  been  made  in  the 
New  Cut  and  near  Castlethorpe  Bridge.  Messrs.  Pale- 
thorpe,  Thompacn,  Thorpe,  and  others  have  had  bream  up 
to  31b.  On  Saturday  Mr.  F.  Chatterton  had  141b.  of 
bream  ;  and  on  Monday  Mr.  Ramsden,  of  Rotherham, 
had  a  similar  lot.  Some  good  tench  up  to  21b.  have  also 
b?en  taken.  Paste  and  worm  have  been  the  best  baits. 
On  the  trout  brooks  sport  has  also  been  excellent,  but 
anghrj  now  rather  ol  ject  to  their  catches  beiog  reported. 
Waters  are  mostly  private,  and  ripariin  owners  do  not 
like  them  advertised — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor.) 

Botkisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— On  this  freo 
water,  during  the  week,  all  coarse  fish  have  yiplded  good 
lags  up  to  101b.  and  121b.  per  rod  per  day.  Perch  and 
pike  are  showing  up  well.  The  weed  cutter  baa  been  at 
work.  At  time  of  writing,  colour  and  condition  of  water 
good.  AtJglers  must,  for  good  places,  see  the  lock-keeper, 
Beasley. — John  0.  George. 

Bure  (Norfolk.  Wroxham  District).— The  river  is 
m  excellent  order  for  all  kinda  of  bottom  fishing,  and  the 
weather,  being  now  less  thundery,  is  more  favourable  to 
sport.  Roach  are  now  in  much  better  order,  and  will  in 
another  week,  I  fancy,  be  well  on  the  feed.  Wheat  and 
paste  will  be  the  best  baits.  I  do  not  rajself  care  much 
forg€ntleBor  red  worms  for  this  part  of  the  Bure,  as  it 
UEually  results  in  one  being  pestered  by  tie  small  roach 
and  baby  bream,  which  are  far  too  numerous  in  this 
district,  so  near  the  big  Broads,  where  they  are  hatched 
off  ia  millions.  Perch  are  not  fished  for  specially  very 
much  here,  but  there  is  a  fair  stock  of  them,  and  occasion- 
ally Bome  very  big  ones  are  caught  near  the  old  Bath- 
house piles,  OQ  Mr.  Ellis's  part  of  the  Broad.  Up  river, 
at  Buxton  aifd  Burgh,  things  were  rather  quiet  recently, 
but  I  expect  both  d  ace  and  roach  might  be  taken  in 
quantities  with  either  fly  or  bait,  but  leave  should  always 
be  asked  to  fish  the  mill  pools  up  there.  A  brace  of  fine 
trout  were  recently  taken  gt  Oxhead  with  fly.  Dace  now 
lise  and  fight  well,  and  are  in  lovely  condition.— 
C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leach,  &c.  (East  Gloucestershire).- 
Tilings  nave  been  quiet  of  late  on  these  trout  streams,  but 
still  a  few  rods  have  been  out  both  on  hotel  and  private 
waters,  more  especially  towards  the  evening,  when,  jf  it 


has  been  warm,  the  trout  rise  well  at  Brown  Alders, 
Spinnera,  and  Sedges,  which  are  on  the  water.  On  a 
stretch  of  hotel  water  tViat  I  know  well  there  was  a  fly 
quite  new  to  the  district  came  on,  at  least  it  bad  never 
before  been  seen  by  those  out.  It  was  vtry  similar  to  a 
Stone  Ply,  but  with  wings  almost  transparent  and  a 
bright  olive  bronze  bndy.  Not  one  was  allrwad  to  pass 
a  trout.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Reginald  Barker  killed  a  grand 
brace  of  trout  on  the  Scor^hnr,  of  Ogden  and  Scotford's 
tying,  in  Fairford  Park  :  the  brace  weighed  51b. ,  and  were 
in  splendid  condition.  This  genial  young  sportsman  also 
recently,  with  his  express  rifle,  accounted  for  eleven  jick 
in  the  same  water  in  one  afternoon.  'Tis  quite  a  treat  to 
see  him  use  this  rifle  on  the  jack  which  the  present  lesaee 
is  trying  hard  to  exterminate  from  his  troutioif,  and  in 
Mr.  Barker  ho  has  an  able  coadjutor.  Saw  Mr.  Carbonell 
again  trying  his  skill  on  Mrs.  Yorke's  short  length.  This 
Rentleman  has  done  exceedingly  well  on  the  Coin  and 
Leach  up  t  >  the  present  time.  A  few  rods  have  been  out 
on  the  Bibury  Court.  Hatherop,  and  Abingdon  waters, 
and  I  am  told  that  another  small  i  ainbow  trout  has  been 
caught  on  the  Swan  water  at  Bibury,  so  it  looks  as  if 
these  trout  are  down  streim  travellers,  for  they  were  put 
in  much  higher  up.  Dr.  Parker  Lcckwood  has.  up  to  the 
present  time,  done  very  well  on  the  Little  Faringdon 
waters,  on  the  Leach,  having  reached.  I  understand, 
nearly  his  100  brace  during  the  season.  The  weather  has 
been_  stormy  and  unsettled.  Rivers  are  in  very  fair  order 
for  time  of  year,  are  high,  and  of  a  good  tinge.  Best  flies 
those  mentioned  above. — F.  Lcckwood. 

Cornish  Streams. — There  is  an  improvement  in  the 
peal  fishing,  and  fish  are  running  mora  freely.  Rods  on 
the  Camel  have  accounted  for  two  and  one  each  time  they 
have  been  cut,  and  this  has  been  supplemented  with  very 
fair  baskets  of  trout.  The  Powey  ia  in  good  condition, 
and  so  are  other  rivers  in  the  neighbourhood.  Some  good 
takes  of  trout  are  reported  from  the  Upper  Tamar  and 
the  Launceston  streams.  Everything  looks  favourable  for 
a  good  run  of  peal,  although  the  time  for  the  heavy  ones 
is  past. — Bodmin. 

Dareuth  (Farningham,  South  Darenth,  &c.).— 
The  storms,  though  they  have  caused  small  floods  and 
thick  water  once  or  twice,  have  not  spoilt  the  fishing  for 
long  at  a  time,  and  some  fair  trout  have  fallen  victims  to 
the  Red  Quill  Gnat  and  the  Sedge.  The  last-named  had 
taken  a  very  pretty  fiah  of  lib.  that  was  shown  to  me  near 
Horton  Kirby.  For  myself,  I  gave  the  roach  a  turn,  and 
caught  a  few  in  an  hour  or  so,  but  they  were  mostly  out  of 
condition.  One,  indeed,  of  nearly  1ft.  long,  would  not 
have  weighed  fib.  I  noted  one  nice  trout  of  over  lib. 
rising  close  to  me,  but  as  I  had  already  caught  him  twice 
I  let  him  alone  this  time.  Water  now  in  order,  and 
prospects  fairly  good. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  first  peal  for  the 
season  waa  killed  by  Mr.  E.  Distin  on  Tuesday  evening. 
It  was  a  IJ-pounder.  This  rod  haa  had  email  creels  of 
trout  by  evening  fishing,  Mr.  M.  Revell  doing  about  as  well 
as  any  of  the  local  rods.  His  lot  on  Thursday  was  seven, 
and  on  Saturday,  six,  which  is  clear  evidence  that  fish  are 
most  diftioultto  catch.  It  is  not  that  trout  are  scarce,  aa 
recently  when  the  water  waa  exceptionally  clear  the  fiah 
could  be  seen  in  scores  between  Totnes  and  Buckfastleigh. 
Messrs  Distin  and  Ackrell  have  had  a  few,  the  best  flies 
jasl  now  being  Silver  Hoin,  Blue  Upright,  and  Grannum. 
Around  Buckfastleigh  Mr.  Millman  has  creeled  email  lots, 
and  many  fishermen  have  been  out  near  Stavei  ton ,  but  there 
are  no  big  baskets  reported.  A  few  nalmon  were  recently 
killed  on  the  moorland  waters,  Mr.  Martin,  a  well-known 
Dartmoor  salmon  fisherman,  killing  three  in  one  day. 
The  weights  of  four  he  has  taken  were  11  Jib.,  121b.,  12Jlb  , 
151b.  Col.  Daubeny  landed  one  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  W.  W. 
Symington,  of  Dartmeet,  took  a  9  pourder.  Unfortu- 
nately there  seems  little  chance  of  a  complete  remedy  for 
t-he  pollution  at  Buckfastleigh  just  at  present. — 
Devonian. 

Devoushire  Streams.— It  is  pretty  evident  that  a 
scarcity  of  peal  is  going  to  mark  the  present  season.  We 
have  lamented  the  lack  of  sport  with  salmon  for  two  or 
three  years  past,  and  if  the  same  complaint  is  to  ba  made 
with  regard  to  peal  fishing  the  outlook  is  anything  but 
piomising.  On  many  of  the  streams  peal  run  at  this  time 
or  even  later,  so  that  there  is  still  something  to  hope  for, 
but  undoubtedly  the  catches  up  to  now  have  been  far 
below  the  average,  only  a  few  having  been  taken  in  the 
aouthem  atreams.  The  best  lots  of  trout  continue  to  be 
creeled  on  the  border  streams  and  the  upper  waters  of  the 
moorland.  Some  good  creels  were  made  after  the  rain  in 
the  UppT  Lyd  district,  baskets  running  up  to  several 
dozen.  The  rivers  are  in  fine  order,  and  the  best  flies  are 
Bishop's  Fancy,  Pheasant  Tail,  and  Coch-y-Bondhu.  The 
Red  Palmer  and  Hawthorn  have  done  well  around  Ash- 
water,  on o  lot  of  thirteen  brace  being  taken  with  the 
former.  Fish  are  plentiful,  but  the  weather  has  been  none 
too  favourable  to  fly  fishing.  One  evening  two  rods,  in 
c-)mpany,  killed  twelve  each,  and  on  the  Upper  Tamar  and 
adjacent  streams  creels  have  run  up  to  three  dozen.  On 
Saturday  one  gentleman  killed  thitty-four,  including  two 
J-pounders.  Flies  are  Peacock  Blue,  Coch-y-Bondbu,  Red 
and  Black  Palmers.  The  Upper  Teign  is  showing  some 
fair  takes,  but,  taken  generally,  things  are  very  dull. — 
Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Mr.  G.  M.  Botd  has  been 
doing  well  on  the  Birdsgrove  water,  the  Red  Caterpillar 
and  Pale  Evening  Dun  being  the  most  useful  artificials. 
Some  decent  sport  has  also  been  had  on  the  Uttoxeter  and 
Dove  Dale  lengths.  Mr.  J.  Bullock,  a  guest  at  the  Walton 
Hotel,  took  four  and  a  half  brace  on  Tuesday,  three  and  a 
half  on  Wednesday,  two  on  Thursday,  and  two  cn  Friday 
last  week.  Not  so  bad  for  an  angler  of  four  score  and 
three  years.  Two  of  Mr.  Bnllock'a  fiah  were  nearly  a 
pound  each.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster  (Aahbourne). 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  recent  flood  hae  done  inestimable 
good,  and  the  river  has  now  fined  down  considerably  in 


volume,  though  the  water  ia  aomewhat  too  heavily 
coloured  for  comfortable  and  remunerative  angling.  The 
kelts  have  bsen  a  great  trouble  during  the  early  aeaaon, 
but  they  are  now  well  clear.  Several  visitors  have  pliea 
the  rod  during  the  week,  end  a  few  catches  are  reported 
from  the  higher  waters.  An  accurate  record  at  the  time 
of  writing  is  unobtainable.  The  prospect  for  the  coming 
week  is  fairly  good,  and  improved  sport  is  probable.  Sea 
angling,  now  that  the  sea  conditions  are  more  favourable, 
is  being  prosecuted  with  much  vigour,  and  the  catches  of 
mixed  fish  are  daily  on  the  increase.  As  yet  the  cQingbaa 
not  been  utilised  much  for  thij  branch  of  the  sport,  bat 
the  rapid  influx  of  visitors  to  the  town  will  bring  this  fine 
fishing  ground  into  prominence. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  atill  very  fickle, 
about  two  hours'  sunshine  being  the  extent  of  our  fine 
weather  allowance  at  a  stretch,  although  now,  at  the  very 
cream  of  the  period  for  evening  fly  fishing,  scarce  an  even- 
ing can  be  selected  for  the  pursuit,  thick,  thundery  clouds 
hanging  around  night  after  night,  and  effectually  keeping 
the  trout  dour  and  sulky.  It  looks  as  if  this  season  ia 
going  to  be  an  off  one  for  anglers,  fine  and  oarse  alike. 
Among  the  latter  Messrs.  Jones  and  Ketley  scored  a  good 
bag  of  nerch  from  the  Exe  on  SaturJay  last,  several  of  the 
fish  going  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  each,  and  on  Wednesday 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Theeuwisaen  hal  a  nice  little  lot  of 
the  same  species  weighing  in  aggregate  81b.— Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Xiincs.  and  Cambs.).— 

Sport  on  the  drains  in  this  district  is  not  very  enterprising. 
About  the  only  fish  worth  looking  after  may  be  said  to  be 
eels.  Of  these  there  are  a  good  show,  and  some  of  them 
run  to  over  lib.  each.  A  stone  of  these  may  often  be  got 
in  an  afternoon.  Weeds  are  still  the  bugbear  on  many  of 
the  best-known  swima.  It  will  be  welcome  news  to  moat 
anglers  to  hear  that  roach  are  rapidly  coming  into 
condition.  Though  other  fish  are  to  be  caught,  roach  may 
be  Slid  to  be  the  backbone  of  the  anglers'  sport.  Roach 
in  this  district  are,  aa  a  rule,  of  a  good  size. — Limpet, 

Idle  District  (North  Notts.).— So  far  the  eeason 
has  been  promising.  Some  anglers  have  done  fairly  well, 
and  boaat  of  baskets  of  roach  and  chub.  The  water  haa 
been  in  excellent  condition,  and  fish  are  said  to  have  bean 
feeding  fairly.  Flounders  have  been  in  evidence  below 
Bollam,  and  fiah  np  to  over  Jib.  have  come  to  hand.  On 
the  Chesterfield  Canal  perch  have  been  in  evidence 
about  Lady  Bridge.  These  have  fallen  generally  to  red 
worm.  A  good  many  anglers  have  gone  for  the  drains  ia 
the  north  of  the  county  after  the  bream,  whilst  others 
have  turned  their  attention  to  the  Trent.  Some  lave 
brought  away  many  eels  from  Carlton  ;  and  chub,  roach, 
and  dace  have  come  from  Kelham  and  Averham.  Ply 
fishers  have  had  sport  with  the  chub.  Fish  are  hardly 
ready  in  this  district. — L. 

Iiark  (West  Rov  Worlmiftou.  Isleham, 
Mildenhalt,  Barton  Mills  ZckliDgham,  Lack- 
fjrd.  West  St  ,we,nemptonj.— At  all  the  above- 
mentioned  fishing  stations  along  the  Lark  stream  I  saw 
fish  biing  taken  last  week.  Oae  angler  had  two  dozen 
dace — very  fine  fish  indeed,  clean  and  nice.  There  were 
lots  of  good  baskets  of  roach  taken  lower  down.  Evidently 
these  fish  were  working  their  way  up  from  the  sluggish 
waters  of  the  Cam  and  Ouse.  The  majority  of  those  I 
saw  were  sickly-looking  and  slimy — not  like  our  Lark 
roach.  A  Mr.  Taylor,  one  of  the  members,  took  a  fine 
lot  of  perch  near  Judes  Ferry,  at  Wpst  Row,  asveral  of 
which  weighed  IJlb. — beautiful  fish.  Very  curious,  a  few 
bream  found  their  way  up  as  far  as  Isleham  Sluices. 
Several  up  to  4jlb.  were  taken  on  Friday  evening  laat, 
June  29.  The  weeds  are  well  cut  from  Prickwillow  Cross 
banks,  where  the  society's  preserved  waters  begin,  right 
down  to  Mildenhall,  a  distance  of  seven  or  nice  miles. 
Beyond  there  they  are  not  cut.  We  hope  this  week  to  get 
them  cut  from  Barton  Mills  to  Jack  Tree,  where  there  are 
some  real  good  trout.  The  recent  rains  have  made  the 
water  a  nica  colour,  and  plenty  of  it.  Tickets  for  the 
season  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  William  Hewlett,  the 
general  secretary  and  superintendent  of  the  river.  Letters 
addressed  to  him  at  40,  High-street,  Newmarket. — May 
Fly. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries.— The  opening  of  the  roach 
fishing  season  on  the  Lea  has  witnessed  many  anglers  on 
the  banks  of  that  river,  but  up  to  the  present  nothing  note- 
worthy in  the  way  of  specimen  fish  or  big  bisketa  is 
reported.  There  is  plenty  of  food  in  the  weeds  for  the 
roach,  but  still  anglers  ought  to  be  able  to  tempt  them 
with  the  caddis  grub,  white  paste  (evenins),  "  bloods," 
and  gentles.  Between  Tottenham  and  Enfield  a  few 
roach  have  teen  taken,  but  nothing  over  Jib.  In  the 
Ware  district  a  lib.  3oz.  roach  has  been  landed.  Dobb's 
Weir,  Hoddesdon,  has  yielded  some  splendid  bream.  Early 
on  Tuesday  morning  Mr.  West  captured  a  handsome 
specimen  of  71b.  loz  ;  and  a  friend  and  he,  in  the  evening, 
landed  three  more  big  bream,  namely,  61b.,  51b.  13c  z  ,  and 
51b.  It  is  some  years  since  a  7lb.  bream  was  caught  in  the 
Lea.  At  the  Angel-road  Station  (Lower  Lea),  Mr. 
Wheeler,  a  member  of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham 
Angling  Society,  has  taken  a  brace  of  nice  bream  scalicg 
about  61b.  Good  sport  with  bream  is  anticipated  shortly 
between  Tottenham  and  Cheshunt.  Dace  have  been 
rather  shy  lately,  and  no  good  chub,  barbel,  tench,  or 
carp  are  rfpjrttd  taken  since  the  season  opened,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week.  Roach  fshirg  on  the  tributary 
Stort  has  provided  little  sport  so  far  this  season.  The 
fish  spawned  very  late,  and  are  r.ot  jet  thoroughly 
recovered.  Anglers  are  besinning  to  look  forward  to  the 
capture  of  some  of  the  big  fieane  daca,  and  shortly  I  hope 
to  try  the  fine  dace  which  also  haunt  the  pretty  little  Ash. 
Last  season  I  took  a  13iz.  fish  with  the  fly  on  that  streim, 
and  saw  dace  which  were  easy  ponrdeia.  That  energetic 
hon.  water  baihff,  Mr.  Li  Mond,  has  lately  cantured 
several  more  night-lines  in  the  lower  reaches  ot  the  L?a.— 
IZAAK  Waltokt. 
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ItfLge  and  Arrow  (Iieomluster).  —  Both  these 
Btreams  contiuue  to  tun  in  good  order  for  angling.  There 
is  a  slighc  stain  on  them,  but  not  suffioient  to  interfere 
with  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable, 
ani  heavy  storms  have  be-'n  had  in  the  district,  and  hive 
refreshed  the  rivers,  and  the  dsh  have  been  mnre  inolmed 
to  move.  A  «ood  few  rods  havs  been  out  aod  have  used 
Blue  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  Orl.  Sky  Blue,  Orange  Palmer, 
C  c'l-y-Bondhu,  with  white  mDths  and  Coachman  for 
evening,  and  sjme  fine  trouc  have  been  landei,  and  with 
fine  weather  the  prospects  are  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
good  order.— G WYNNE. 

Itxigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland).— 
Eivers  are  si  ill  running  in  good  order,  yet  sport  is 
particularly  slack,  doubtless  owing  to  the  weather,  which 
is  unsettled  and  variable.  Tuesday  night  there  was  quite 
a  perceptible  f  n  at,  and  the  fields  were  white  with  it  at 
daybreak  on  Wednesday.  Have  not  heard  of  a  good 
bagket  being  made.  Flies  should  be  Alder,  Yellow  Dun, 
Orange  Palmer,  Black  Palmer.  Sky  Blue,  and  July  Dun. 
For  evfning,  female  Yellow  Dun,  Spinners,  Brown  and 
Dark  Owls,  Coachman,  and  Caddis.  Minnow  fishing 
should  bi  good  now,  but  little  has  been  done  with  it. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Med  way  (Wateringbury).— The  water  here  is  in 
splendid  order,  and  roach  ana  bream  have  been  feeding 
fairly  well.  Several  anglers  had  some  good-sized  roach  on 
July  1.  Mr.  W.  Rich,  jan.,  of  the  Grange  A.S.,  on 
Tuesday  last_  caught  131b.  of  roach  and  bream.  Boiled 
wheat  the  bait  par  excallence  just  now. — W. 

Neue  (Peterborougfh).  —  Angling  conditions  are 
certainly,  taken  all  round,  not  to  be  grumbled  at, 
although  not  so  rosy  jast  at  present  as  it  is  hoped  they 
will  be  in  two  or  three  weeks'  time.  The  water  is  in  good 
fettle,  but  th9  weeds  now,  as  the  river  is  not  quite  so  high, 
are  giving  an  amount  of  trouble  in  some  parts.  Catches 
during  the  past  week  have  been  meagre,  although  ia  a  few 
individual  instances  some  good  fish  have  been  hooked. 
Some  bream,  21b.  and  31b  weight,  have  been  caught  in  the 
vicinity  oi  the  Towo  Bridge  by  Messrs.  Priestley  and 
Wilson,  and  soma  giod  roach  by  Mr.  Davis,  all  of  Peter- 
borough, while  tishing  at  Alwaltan  Lvnch,  Roach  are  not 
yet  at  their  best,  as  they  have  not  fully  recovered  trom  the 
spawning. — E.  A  S. 

Otcer  (Badleigh  Salterton).— Since  last  report  fly 
fishers  have  received  encouragement,  many  good  fish 
having  been  landed.  On  Friday,  Jane  29,  a  brace  and  a 
half  of  handsome  trout  averaging  over  |lb.  each  were 
killed  at  Ottery  St.  Mary  between  8  a.m.  and  10  a.m. 
There  was  a  midgiag  rise  about  9  a.m.,  and  a  small  Yellow 
Floater  did  the  trijk.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  a 
grand  fish  of  21b.  2oz.  was  taken  just  above  Otterton 
Bridge  on  a  dropper — a  Blue  Upright— which  shows  that 
the  dry  fly  does  not  have  it  all  its  own  way  even  in  this, 
the  height  of  summer.  This  fish  is  probably  the  record  for 
the  season.  He  was  a  perfect  picture  of  shape  and  con- 
dition. The  evening  and  late  rise  is  now  fairly  good  ;  it 
starts  about  8  pm.  Last  night  (July  3)  some  nice  fish 
were  taken  on  a  Governor  as  late  as  9.30  p.m.  The  river 
is  in  perfect-  order. — Heeon, 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry),— Water  in  fine  condition 
for  all-round  argling.  Chub  have  been  the  best  take  this 
week,  Some  real  good  rudd  also  have  come  in  ;  they  are 
very  plentiful  here  this  season,  and  the  weeds  are  not 
nearly  so  bad  this  year.  The  steam  cutter  was  here  last 
Monday,  experimenting  with  differetit  knives. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (Hnaxingfdon).— The  weather  has  been  very 
favourable  except  occasionally,  when  the  wind  has  been 
unusually  strong  for  the  time  of  year.  The  water, 
however,  is  rather  clear,  and  is  not  quite  so  satisfactory  as 
might  be  expected.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
river  being  in  such  an  unsettled  state  through  the  weed 
catting.  Another  week,  however,  will  pi  obably  see  this 
completed.  R add  and  roach  just  now  are  lurmshing  the 
best  sport.  A  nice  fish  of  the  former  kind,  scaling  21b., 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Pellborough ;  whilst  one  of  the 
lat'er,  weighing  IJlb  ,  has  been  caught  by  Mr.  Moule. 
— B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  unsettled  weather  has  kept 
many  anglers  at  home,  but  those  who  have  been  out  have 
had  very  fair  sport.  Dr.  Francis,  of  Grimsby,  fishing  with 
his  friend  Mr.  Morcom,  of  London,  has  got  some  nice 
chub  amongst  other  good  fish,  a  brace  of  real  beauties, 
each  soalicg  4jlb.  and  measuring  2Iin.  in  length,  which 
are  being  preserved  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  of  St.  Neots. 
Mr.  Bucknill  caught  421b.  of  roach  during  the  week,  and 
on  Saturday  he  and  Messrs.  Basson  and  Horsbury  got 
30ib  ,  several  tciling  between  lib.  and  If  lb.  The  locks 
are  again  open  below  St.  Neots,  after  havini;  been  closed 
about  two  years. — Wm.  Nash. 

Pljmotiili. — The  condition  of  all  the  rivers  have  much 
improved,  and  trout  hare  been  well  on  the  feed  during  the 
week.  The  Meavy  especially  has  been  affording  good 
sport.  Peel  have  run  up  the  Cad,  and  with  a  little  warm 
weather  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  some  good  baskets. — 
William  Heakdeb. 

Severn  (SHiewsbnry).— The  unsettled  state  of  the 
weather  has  deterred  anglers  generally  from  seeking  sport, 
and  moreover,  the  river  has  been  full  of  the  dull  red 
coloured  Vyrnwy  water,  which  always  puts  the  fish  off 
feeding.  Several  Shrewsbury  anglers  have  recently  had 
splenaid  sport  among  the  roach,  which  are  very  plentiful. 
Grayling  have  been  rising  pretty  well  at  Uffiogton,  and 
one  or  two  have  been  caught.  A  few  pike,  chub,  and 
perch  have  been  taken  by  bush  netting  in  the  locality  of 
Cound  Lodge.  Anglers  can  well  afford  to  spare  the  jack 
and  chub,  but  as  trout  are  so  scares  it  is  somewhat  to  be 
regretted  that  psrch,  which  give  such  good  sport  to 
anglers,  are  beiug  destroyed  by  this  means.  The  large 
pools  in  the  county  should  now  afford  excellent  coarse 
fishing.  Trout  fishers  will  find  difficulty  in  obtaining 
sport,  but  they  may  get  permission  to  angle  in  one  or 
Other  of  the  streams  in  the  Ludlow  or  Craven  Arms 


district,  in  which  case  they  should  not  show  empty  creels 
at  the  end  of  the  day. — Hafren. 
Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  C%in  (Llanymy- 

neoh).— Another  break-up  in  the  weather  took  place  at 
the  latter  end  of  last  week,  and  which  continued  for 
ssveral  days,  during  which  very  heavy  rain  fell,  and  again 
these  rivers  rosa  considerably  above  their  summer  level, 
but  are  now  g<adually  subsiding,  and  with  the  barometer 
gradually  rising  there  ia  every  prospect  at  present  of 
settled  weather.  In  consequeace  of  the  disturbed  state  of 
the  rivers  very  little  sport  has  been  had  with  the  fly  in  any 
of  these  rivers,  but  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  by  other 
means — principally  trolling — and  several  very  fine  chub 
have  been  takan  from  the  Severn,  as  well  as  other  coarse 
fish  and  fine-sized  eels.  The  Vyrnwy,  too,  has  aff  orded 
good  epirt  in  the  same  manner  amongst  coarse  fish,  but  no 
trout  have  recently  been  taken  from  this  river,  and  very 
few  from  the  Tanat  and  Cain.  A  few  days  ago  some  nice 
trout  were  taken  with  the  fly  from  the  Llansilin  brook, 
which  is  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Severn,  and  falls  into 
the  Tanat  at  Penybont  about  a  mile  above  Llanyblodwel. — 
Vyrnwy, 

atonr  (Qrove  Perry,  Kent).— The  river  has  greatly 
improved  during  the  past  week.  Several  visitors  from 
Ramsgate,  Margate,  Deal,  and  Heme  Bay  have  enjoyed 
good  sport  on  week  days,  Mr.  R.  Homaa,  of  Rochester, 
staying  at  Grove  Ferry  Hotel,  having  some  grand  takes  of 
roach,  many  scaling  l|lb,  each.  On  Sunday  quite  a  crowd 
of  London  anglers  were  down,  and  nearly  all  enjoyed  good 
sport.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  caught  211b.  roach,  not  any 
under  |lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Smith  (Bermrndsey  Brothers),  ".Olb. 
roach,  splendid  sample,  thirty  fish  scaling  2(iib.,  heaviest 
roach,  lib.  9J  z. ;  Mr.  Piggott  (same club),  lOlb.  roach  ;  also 
noticed  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  (St.  John's),  Johnny  Osborne 
(Great  Northern  Brothers),  Messrs.  Anatey  and  Wilson 
(Battersea),_F.  Lee  (Anchor  and  Hope).  Several  steady 
showers  during  the  week  greatly  improving  the  waters,  and 
promising  well. — W. 

Snssex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — What  weather  we  are  having — variety  is  the 
word.  In  thunder,  lightning,  and  in  rain  many  of  us  have 
been  caught,  with  empty  creels  and  wet  j4ck6ts,  as  the 
result  of  a  day's  outing.  Letters  from  the  Oase  speak  of 
a  few  roach  taken  in  the  Bare  )m be  district,  above  the 
flour  mills  ;  but  in  the  tidal  water  fish  appear  entirely  off 
feed.  _  Results  in  the  Cuckmere  have  been  unsatisfactory, 
and  visitors  to  the  Adur  have  not  found  the  river  fishing 
so  well  as  a  week  since.  The  largest  carp  taken  was  of 
3|lb.  Mr.  Hall,  tishing  on  the  Arun,  at  Arundel,  had  a 
nice  roach  of  lib.  lOJoz.,  and  also  captured  a  few  good 
bream.  Trout  appear  to  be  off  in  all  waters.  A  brace  of 
12jz.  fish  were  taaen  in  the  Rother,  a  small  pike  of  3Jlb.. 
and  a  few  roach  up  to  Jib.  by  two  rods.  Chichester  Canal 
has  been  well  patronised.  Carp  up  to  fijlb  ,  roach  weigh- 
ing 14oz.,  and  eels  of  3 Jib.  among  the  record  of  the  week. 
An  angler  recently  captured  a  roaoh  of  about  143z.,  and 
placed  it  in  his  landing-net  in  the  water.  Seeing  a  tug  at 
the  net  he  just  saved  it  from  being  carried  away,  and 
found  that  a  large  eel  had  bit  the  head  of  the  roaoh  clean 
off  through  the  meshes  of  the  net.  Smelt  appear  to  have 
departed  from  the  harbours.  A  few  small  bass,  codling  up 
to  IJlb.,  flat  fish,  and  eels  have  been  sacured  with  rag 
worm  and  soft  crab.  Trouting  in  the  western  streams  is 
at  present  a  failure  with  dry  fly,  but  with  improved 
weather  sport  will  doubtless  improve.  —  George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Rivers  still  very  low,  and 
only  a  few  fisherman  about;  one  writes  me  and  says  one 
ds,y  he  had  extra  good  sport  in  the  Lynn — one  fish  l|lb  , 
another  lib.,  and  four  or  five  |lb.  and  Jib.  with  the 
minnow.  Another  gentleman  got  one  dozen  sizeable  trout 
with  the  Pinket  Fly.  Salmon  and  peal  still  scarce. — Rusty 
Game 

Teifi_(Llandj sail).— With  the  fresh  water  of  last 
week  a  nice  lot  of  fresh  run  salmon  came  up.  Nine  were 
taken  weighing  from  9ilb.  to  13|lb.  One  of  I6h\h.  was 
taken  in  the  Porth  water.  Several  nice  baskets  of  trout 
were  also  taken.  Trout  take  best  in  the  evenings 
now. — S. 

Temtt  (Lndlow).— 'The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fiihing.  The  weather  has  been  very  stormy,  and  thunder 
and  heavy  rain  has  been  had,  but  it  has  made  little 
diffen  nee  to  the  state  of  the  river,  there  being  a  slisht 
stain,  but  nothing  to  interfere  with  fishing,  and  the  fish 
have  been  well  on  the  move.  A  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out  and  have  used  fly  and  bottom  baits.  The  chief 
flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Red  Spinner,  Sky  Blue, 
Orange  Palmer,  Cooh-y-Bondhu,  Orl,  Coachman,  and 
White  and  B  rown  Moths  for  evening.  Worm  and  maggot 
have  been  best  for  bottom.  Minnow  fishing  has  been 
good  in  the  early  morning  and  evening.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  the  otter  hounds  started  at  2  a.m.  in  the  Teme, 
and  drew  up  to  Ledwyche,  and  then  up  Ledwyche  (blank), 
and  they  were  sent  home  at  nine  in  the  morciog.  On 
Saturday  sonae  good  trout  were  landed  with  the  Blue  Dun 
and  Orl.  With  the  worm,  on  Monday,  large  trout  were 
taken  in  the  deep  water.  With  minnow,  trout  fib.  each 
were  token.  With  fine  weather  there  should  be  good 
sport  had.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
runniog  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  sport  has  been  had 
with  worm  and  fly,  and,  if  we  get  no  more  rain,  sport  will 
be  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Te  ine  (Teubiiiy).'— In  this  district  there  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  rain  and  some  thand»r,  but  ic  has  made  little 
difference  to  the  state  of  the  liver,  which  keeps  a  nice 
bright  and  has  a  slight  stain,  bat  it  does  not  stop  the  fish 
rising,  and  they  are  more  inclined  to  sport,  and  have  been 
taking  the  fly  well.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  have  used  Red  Spinner,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  Coachman, 
and  Moths.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  and  maggot  has 
been  successful.  On  Monday  some  nice  trout  were  laLdsd 
with  Orl  and  Yellow  Dun,  On  Wednesday  sport  was  good 


with  fly.  With  fine  weather  good  sport  will  be  had.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  in  order. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Sport  generally  has  been  moderate 
throughout  the  week  chiefly  due  to  the  low  temperature 
of  the  water.  Fly  fishing  has  been  a  complete  failure, 
the  ohub  refusing  all  flies  offered.  A  Uvr  barbel  and  chub 
have  been  taken  with  worms  from  the  Muskham  water  and 
near  the  bottom  locks.  A  nice  tray  of  dace  was  exhibited 
at  the  Piscatorial  Club-room  on  Monday  evening,  hut 
roach,  bream,  chub,  and  perch  only  come  oddly.  Showery 
weather  has  prevailed,  but  prospec's  are  looking  more 
hi'p»ful  at  time  of  writing. — Trentsider. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Water  low  and  clear.  A  few 
trout  ought  to  De  caught  with  the  small  worm  apatream. 
— Brnle  J.  Delafield 

Welsh  Harp  (Handon).— Our  perch  prize  contest 
proved  a  great  success.  Several  fish  were  brought  to  scale 
about  lib.  Mr.  Fleming  won  the  season  ticket,  his  fish 
weighing  lib.  2oz.  The  following  have  been  taken  during 
the  week :  Messrs.  Stormer,  one  jack,  GJlb.,  and  61b. 
bream  ;  Sampson,  one  carp,  5Jlb.  ;  Dainton,  151b.  bream  ; 
Palmer,  ISlb.  bream ;  Windover,  121b.  bream,  one  jiok, 
4lb.,  and  one  perch,  lib. ;  Foley,  121b.  bream ;  Fleming, 
51b.  bream;  Seel,  5lb.  roaoh,  61b.  bream;  Smith,  91b. 
bream,  one  jack,  4Jlb. ;  Jackson,  14lb.  bream;  Percy, 
251b. ;  and  several  gentlemen  had  sundry  smiller  takes.— 
F.  V. 

Wltham,  fto.  (Mld-Liuoolnthlre).  —  Thundery 
condi  ions  have  had  their  effect  on  the  angling  about 
Bardney.  A  few  bream,  however,  have  come  to  band, 
running  up  to  IJlb.  each.  From  other  parts  of  the  river 
reports  are  similar,  except  about  the  Grand  Sluice  at 
Boston.  From  the  deep  water  here  some  capital  fish  have 
been  taken  up  to  4J  b.  One  angler  got  over  50lb.  the 
other  day.  On  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain  there  has  been 
some  fairly  good  sport.  Bream  and  tench  have  been  ia 
evidence,  and  takes  have  run  up  to  about  lO.b.  A  party 
of  three  got  some  7st.  of  bream  the  other  day,  the  best 
scaling  over  5lb.  Moderate  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
Bargate,  Kelsey,  and  Frithbank  drains.  The  Hobhole 
drain,  at  Old  Leake,  is  in  very  promising  condition.  Some 
little  eport  has  been  had  at  Brayford  Pool,  and  in  the 
basin  a.t  Sixilby,  on  the  Fossdyke. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire I. —The  weather 
still  continues  to  be  very  showery,  but  not  in  any  quantity 
so  as  to  put  a  stop  to  fishing,  except  fly  fishing  for  a  few 
hours  after  a  thunderstorm,  and  these  showers  s  joner 
improve  the  fishing  than  otherwise.  No  heavy  baskets 
have  been  reported  from  either  stream,  three  and  tour 
brace  being  the  best  that  have  been  obtained  from  the 
Wye  or  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent.  Mr.  Green,  of 
Leamington,  fishing  the  latter  river  at  Baslow  on  several 
occasions,  succeeded  in  taking  two  to  four  brace  per  day. 
The  Darleydale  Club's  water  has  afforded  several  of  its 
members  nice  creels  of  three  and  four  fish  each.  Also  the 
Matlcck  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has 
yielded  a  few  nice  fish.  Mr.  Buxton,  fishing  from  a  boat 
at  Matlock  Bith,  took  three  very  nice  trout  with  a  Red 
Spinner ;  J.  Henstock,  one  brace,  taken  with  Devon 
minnow;  Mr.  H.  Cooper,  fishingbalow  Cromford,  one  and 
a  half  brace  with  his  little  Grey  Fly.  The  prospect  for 
the  next  few  days  is  very  good,  as  there  is  a  nice  woodland 
water  on  the  Derwent.  Suitable  flies:  Yellow  Dun, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Spinner,  Dotterel  Hackle,  Olive 
Dun,  and  Sand  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Tor«,  Swa  e,  Whaifa.  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oas9, 
etc.,  yorkshire. — The  rain  it  raineth  every  day,  much 
to  the  delight  of  the  trout  fishermen  and  to  the  dismay  of 
the  farmers,  who  are  of  course  getting  anxious  about  their 
hay  crops.  Sport  up  the  Yore  and  its  tributaries  continues 
good.  I  caught  thirty  trout  on  Monday,  with  the 
Bracken  Clock,  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,  and  the 
natural  minnow.  Collinson,  on  the  same  afternoon,  had 
nearly  as  good  a  creel  of  fish,  caught  with  the  "  up-stream 
worm."  Other  anglers  have  had  good  sport  generally,  for 
Wensleydale  has  been  free  from  thunderbtorms  which 
have  troubled  anglers  in  other  districts ;  and  those  who 
have  angled  on  the  Swale,  in  the  vicinity  of  Morton 
Bridge,  during  the  past  few  days  have  only  experienced 
very  moderate  sport.  Certainly  there  has  been  cnj  or 
two,  or  even  more,  parties  of  anglers  from  ihj  neighbour- 
hood of  Stockton  or  Thornaby  who  have  found  the  water 
just  coloured,  and  fondly  imagined  tnat  they  were  in  for 
a  romping  day's  sport.  But  after  an  hour  or  two's  fishing 
they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fish  were  off  the 
feed  altogether,  for  with  the  exception  of  a  big  ohub,  or  a 
still  bigger  barbel,  sport  has  been  of  the  most  meagre 
description.  Even  the  fly-fi^hers  have  done  badly,  the  trout 
being  very  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the  flies  angled  before 
them  in  the  most  tempting  way.  The  reason  of  the 
poor  sport  is  hard  to  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  fi^^h  are 
glutted  from  the  stream  having  for  over  a  week  been  more 
or  less  in  flood,  which  has  brought  an  abundance  of  feed 
for  the  fish.  In  Bedale  Beck,  however,  anglers  have  done 
certainly  well.  The  flood  water  quickly  runs  off,  and  the 
trout,  grayling,  and  other  fish  are  soon  on  the  feed.  On 
Thursday  last  a  Bishop  Auckland  angler  caught  three 
brace  of  grayling  with  the  Red  Spinner,  besides  retarning 
sfiveral  which  were  of  the  regulation  size.  Mr.  J.  King  on 
Thursday  night  hooked  and  landed  seven  fine  trout  and 
one  chub  out  of  Leeming  Look.  One  of  the  trout  fetched 
the  scales  down  with  a  bang  at  lib  ,  while  other  two  of  the 
trout  weighed  over  |lb.  The  chub,  however,  was  the 
heaviest,  and  weighed  over  IJlb.  Next  night  Mr.  King 
hcd  again  good  sport,  as  he  lauded  another  lib.  trout  out 
o*"  the  lock,  and  other  three  very  fine  fish  in  the  plantation. 
Mr.  F.  Dob  by,  Mr.  Siioger,  and  other  membeis  of  the 
club,  including  several  York  members,  had  fairly  good 
spore  in  the  beck  on  Saturday  afternoon.  It  is  whispered 
that  theie  in  netting  going  on  in  Bedale  Beck.  An  angler 
from  Leenijg  sajs  he  was  going  down  with  his  rod  and 
line  the  other  night  in  the  vicinity  of  Grimescar  when  he 
came  across  a  part;  of  men  basiJy  engaged  ia  netting,  and 
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he  says  that  the  same  lot  have  been  further  up  the  stream. 
Perbaos  Mr.  Farrer  Stead,  the  active  officer  of  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board,  will  make  it  his  basiness  to  pay  a 
sarprise  visit  some  time  soon,  and  catch  them  engaged  in 
nettinjT,  or  e'se,  what  with  the  otters,  which  are  very 
numerous  and  very  destructive,  and  those  who  are  netting, 
the  beck  will  soon  be  d«pleted  of  fis'i.  Perhaps  the  atten- 
tion of  some  of  the  police  who  have  heea  appointed  water 
bailiffa  will  be  drawn  to  the  netting  which  is  said  to  goon 
frequently  just  now. 

By  Telegraph.  —  The  Tore  keeps  in  good  order. 
J.  B.  Miller,  J.  Blades,  and  others  continue  to  have  good 
sport,  the  latter  professional  killed  three  fine  troat  at  one 
oast  yesterclay,  and  had  good  sport.  The  best  flies  are  the 
Bracken  Clock,  Poult  Bloa,  Crimson  Partridge,  and 
Greenwell  Glory.  The  river  is  in  fine  trim  to-day.  Sport 
on  the  Wharfe  has  not  been  quite  so  good,  but  the 
Knotted  Midge,  Grey  Midge,  and  the  Coachman,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  flies  mentioned  above,  have  killed  well  on  the 
river.  Other  anglers  have  done  well  with  the  Yellow 
Sally,  and  in  the  evening  the  Beck  Moths  have  k^led 
well,  and  I  hear  of  the  capture  of  heavy  baskets  of  troat 
vrith  the  up-stream  worm.  Only  moderate  returns  come 
to  hand  from  the  Nidd  and  Crimple,  but  the  York  angling 
clubs  have  fished  the  Derwent  and  Oase  with  fair  success. 
—John  B.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgacli  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.).  —  Since  last 
reported  the  following  excellent  sport  was  got :  On  June  25, 
Mr.  Howard  had  a  basket  of  17Ib.  trout  on  Loch  Veyatie  ; 
Mr.  Halcro,  on  Loch  Urigill,  171b.  trout ;  Mr.  Chalmers, 
on  same  loch,  102  trout,  25^Vo. ;  and  Messrs.  MacLaren 
and  Coaper,  on  Loch  Cama,  six  dozen  trout,  241b.  On 
26th,  Mr.  Howard,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty  trout,  111b. ;  Mr. 
Halcro,  on  same  loch,  thirty  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  Chalmers, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  103  trout.  231b. ;  and  Messrs.  MacLaren 
and  Conper,  104  trout,  321b.  On  27th,  Mr.  Halcro  made 
a  basket  of  211b.  trout  on  Loch  Urigill,  and  Mr.  Howard 
a  basket  of  131b. ;  Messrs.  MacLaren  and  Conpnr,  Glasgow, 
on  Loch  Cama.  eighty  trout,  241b.;  and  Mr.  Chalmers,  on 
same  loch,  121b.  trout.  On  28sh,  Mr.  Howard  landed 
thirty-two  trout,  111b.,  on  Loch  Boarlan  ;  Mr.  Chalmers, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  seventy-four  trout,  22ib. ;  Messrs.  Scott 
and  Walkor,  on  same  loch,  161b.  trout ;  and  Mr.  Hilcro, 
on  Loch  C  ima,  two  dozen  trout,  10  b.  On  29th,  Messrs. 
Scott  and  Walker,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-seven 
trout,  141b.  ;  and  Mr.  Howard,  on  Lnch  Urigill,  thirty- 
seven  trout,  111b.  On  30ch,  Messrs.  Walker  and  Scott,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  sixty  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Howard,  on  Loch 
Cama,  two  dozen,  81b.  On  July  2,  Colorel  and  Mrs. 
Dickenson,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty-three  trout,  6ib. ; 
Mr.  Howard,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty  trout,  131b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Scott  and  Walker,  on  Loch  Urigill,  151b.  trout. — 
B. 

Awe. — Fishing  from  Taynnilt  Hotel  on  June  25  the 
Eev.  Mr.  Ciichton  and  party  had  140  brown  trout  on  one 
of  the  hills  lochs;  Dr.  lekster,  Sheffield,  had  a  salmon, 
141b.  On  June  26  Mr.  Mason  had  a  grilse,  81b. ;  Mr. 
Burdekin,  two  sea  trout,  21b.  and  IJlb.  On  the  27ch  the 
same  gentleman  had  two  sea  trout,  21b,  and  lib.  each. 
28th,  Mr.  Scott,  Alloa,  had  a  grilse,  71b.,  and  one  sea 
trout,  2Jlb.  29th,  Mr.  Scott  had  a  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr. 
Macdonald,  four  sea  trout,  41b.,  21b.,  IJlb.,  and  lib.  30th, 
Mr.  Rettie,  Edinburgh,  a  salmon,  231b. ;  and  Mr.  Mason, 
grilse,  41b. 

Bonarbridge  vSntherland,  N.B.).— Parties  from 
Bridge  Hotel  nave  had  the  following  sport  on  Loch 
Migdale:  On  Friday  last,  Major-General  Waddington,  of 
Pangbourne,  one  and  a  quarter  dozen  trout,  4Jlb. ;  and 
Mr.  Jchn  MacPherson.  seventeen  trout,  71b.  On  Satur- 
day, Miss  Brooke  and  Mr  Morell,  Fearn  House,  Ardgay, 
causiht  one  dozpn,  41b.    Weather  very  chingeable. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — Rivers  in  fine  order  and 
the  herlings  are  ciming  up.  Everybody  has  caught  fish. 
More  anon. — Gilnockie. 

Carrou  (Eaater  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— River 
very  low,  and  conditions  generally  unfavourable.  Since 
last  reported  on'y  a  few  salmon  have  been  caught  by  Mr. 
F.  T.  Gervers'  party  on  Amat  waters.  All  other  beats 
blank.— B. 

Cu  Ifail  Hotel  (Kilmelford).— The  rod  fishing  on 
the  Cuilfail  Hotel  waters  has  seldom  given  better  sport. 
The  annual  stocking  of  the  hotel  lochs  is  now  bearing 
ample  fruit,  and  splendid  baskets  of  excellent  trout  are 
being  daily  brought  ashore.  The  many  guests  of  this  now 
far-famed  hostelry  are  rejoiced  that  the  enterprise  of  the 
energetic  and  obliging  lessee,  Mr.  McFadyen,  is  now  being 
crowned  ivith  success. — Angler. 

Daveron  (Banffsliire).— Although  the  river  Deveron 
has  been  in  fair  fishing  condition  by  the  late  rainfall, 
anglers  have  done  very  little,  more  especially  in  middle 
and  lower  sections  of  the  river.  Fish  are  not  running  so 
well  as  expected  when  the  change  in  the  weather  took 
place.  On  Wednesday  of  this  week  the  sea  for  a  distance 
round  the  coast  was  of  a  dirty  colour  by  the  water  of  the 
river,  which  showed  that  rain  was  falling  inland.  No 
doubt  the  irregular  and  shallow  entrance  and  the 
northerly  wind  prevalent  are  against  fish  drawing  near 
the  coast.  The  choppy  sea,  caused  by  the  wind  on 
Tuesday,  has  disarranged  several  of  the  bag  nets  here, 
which  will  have  to  be  replaced.  Only  a  few  grilse  were 
got  daily  this  week  by  the  fishermen  on  the  river,  and 
scarcely  a  salmon.  Trout  are  also  falling  off.  On  the 
coast  grilse  are  coming  on  fine,  and  in  the  end  of  last 
week  and  beginning  of  the  present  a  large  number  were 
got  daily.  They  are  of  splendid  quality,  and  weigh  from 
31b.  to  61b.  Salmon  are  Elao  of  fine  quality,  and  average 
121b. 

Zuoliaadamph  Hotel  (Sntherland).— June  25,  Mr. 
Goidon,  Castle  Bay,  nine  trout,  4|lb. ;  Col.  MoPherson, 
Awe,  twenty-two  trout,  6ilb. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  Inver, 


twenty  trout,  101b. :  Mr.  Hooper,  Gillaroo,  three  trout, 
31b.  June  26,  Col.  McPherson,  Awe,  fifteen  trout,  51b. 
June  27,  Col.  McPhereon,  Awe,  twenty-one  trout,  7Jlb. 
Jane  28,  Mr.  Gordon,  Awe,  twenty  trout,  61b. ;  C'll. 
McPherson,  Skpig,  fifteen  trout,  5Ib. ;  Mr.  Marshall, 
West  Ai- 8) nt,  nineteen  trout,  81b.  Junp29  IVIr.  Stanfield, 
West  Assynt,  twenty-five  trour,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hor>per,  Awe, 
twenty-fix  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Marshall,  Hill  Lochs,  three 
trout,  6Ib.  June  30,  Col.  McPherson,  Castle  Bay,  twelve 
trout,  4  b.,  and  one  ferox,  SJlb  ;  Mr.  Sranfield, 
L'ltteressa,  thirty-six  trout,  111b. ;  Mr.  Gordon,  Giibroo, 
fix  trout,  41b.  ;  Messrs  J.  and  P.  Hooper,  Awe,  thirty- 
four  trout,  lllb. — W.  Wallace. 

lioch  Doou  (Balmeiliugrton),— Oat  from  Etclinton 
Hotel  last  week.  Dr.  Timpany,  Liverpool,  had  eighteen 
df  zen  good  trout. — Jas  McDonald. 

Locuinver  (Culag'  Hot»l).— Hotel  pretty  full  all 
June,  and  sport  with  >ellow  trout  very  good  throughout 
the  month.  The  lochs  are  very  low,  no  water  in  rivers, 
and  therefore  no  salmon.  There  has  been  some  rain 
lately,  but  not  enough  to  move  the  rivers.  We  are 
looking  for  a  really  good  spate  one  of  these  days.  Appear- 
ances seem  to  point  out  an  early  spate,  which  is  much 
required. — J.  McKenzie. 

Iioch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Fishing  from 
Invergyle  House  on  Friday,  June  29,  Bailie  Carswell  and 
party  had  twelve  trout.  On  Saturday,  30th,  the  same 
party  had  a  beautiful  basket  of  twenty-four  trout ;  and  on 
Monday,  July  2,  another  basket  of  twenty-one  trout.  On 
Tuesday,  July  3,  Rev.  Robert  Cumming  had  fifteen  trout, 
weighing  61b.  2oz.,  in  two  and  a  half  hours'  fishing.  Out 
from  Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  3rd  inst.,  Mr. 
Hall  had  twenty-nine  trout,  weighing  101b. ;  and  Mr. 
Ogilvie,  nine  trout. — Donald  Ferguson. 

Iioclileven  (Kinross).- The  weather  continues  sultry 
and  unsettled,  and  little  has  been  done  with  the  rod  here 
during  the  past  week.  Twelve  members  of  the  Edinburgh 
Breadalbane  Club  captured  forty-five  trout,  281b.  9oz. 
First,  Mr.  Walker,- eight  trout,  51b.  lOoz. ;  second,  Mr. 
D.  Stewart,  six  trout,  31b.  15  z.  An  evening  competition 
was  held  by  the  Glasgow  Wanderers  Club,  which  was 
taken  part  in  by  thirteen  rods,  their  total  catch  being 
forty-three  trout,  371b  4liz.  First,  Mr.  Marchant,  eiijht 
trout,  71b.  13oz  ;  second,  Mr.  Grey,  eight  trout,  61b  2oz. 
Private  parties  :  Mr.  Fyfe,  ten  trou*-.,  lllb. ;  Mr.  Mac- 
gregor,  Perth,  secured  in  the  evening  twelve  trout, 
71b.  4jz.  ;  _  Mr.  Lawson,  Glasgow,  ten  trout,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Dunbar,  eighteen  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Cutler,  Worcester, 
seven  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Young,  Glasgow,  twelve  trout,  8'i\>. 
The  total  capture  last  month  was  the  largest  since  1888, 
the  number  taken  with  the  rod  being  7113  which  weighed 
46451b.  4oz.  This  shows  an  increase  of  1425  trout  over  the 
number  taken  in  June  last  year,  though  the  average 
weight  is  the  lowest  for  twenty-two  years. — Robt.  B. 
Laing. 

Iiocliness  (Foyers  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel  on  Tuesday,  June  26,  Mr.  W.  Pile,  of  Sutton, 
Surrey,  killed  one  trout  on  Loch  Mhor,  l|lb. ;  on 
Wednesday,  five  trout,  3.b.  ;  on  Thursday,  ten  trout,  71b. ; 
and  Messrs.  W.  J.  McLean  and  Gillan,  Inverness,  four 
trout,  31b.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Pile  killed  one  salmon,  121b., 
and  two  trout,  21b.,  on  Loch  Ness;  and  on  Saturday,  six 
trout,  51b.,  on  Loch  Mhor. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Rnthven.— June  25,  Messrs.  Williamson  and 
Harvey,  forty-five  fish.  18ilb.  ;  26th,  thirty-six,  12Jlb.  ; 
27ch.  seventeen,  61b. ;  28ch,  forty-four,  14lb.  ;  Messrs.  W. 
MoNiool  and  Masson,  thirty-six,  12jlb. ;  29th,  Messrs. 
Williamson  and  Harvey,  twenty-seven,  101b. 

Loch  Stenness  (Orkney).— The  following  gentle- 
men from  the  Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness,  fished  the 
Loch  of  Stenness  :  June  26,  Mr.  Blackly  and  Mr.  Rylands, 
fourteen  trout,  weighin?  221b.  (heaviest  4|lb.).  June  27, 
Mr.  Cox,  seven  trout,  9ilb.  (heaviest  41b.) ;  Dr.  Johnsnn, 
five  trout,  31b.  June  28,  Dr.  Johnson,  three  trout,  6Jlb. 
(heaviest  41b.) ;  Mr.  Cox,  two  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Nutman, 
one  trout,  21b.  June  29,  Mr.  Blackly,  nine  trout,  121b. 
(heaviest  3^1b,). — John  Mackat. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  —  The 
weather  has  been  unfavourable  and  the  water  in  a  foul 
state  owing  to  sheep  washings  on  the  Strathnaver  farms. 
During  the  past  week  oftly  six  salmon  caught  with  the  rod, 
but  the  net  fishers  are  doing  very  well — from  thirty  to 
forty  fish  a  day  to  one  boat. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  have  been  in 
excellent  ply  since  Monday,  a  fine  amber  water  running, 
with  a  south-west  wind,  and  sport  has  revived  consider- 
ably, but  chiefly  on  the  upper  waters  to  brown  fish  and 
fresh  run  grilse.  The  best  successes  have  been  on  the 
Invercauld  private  waters,  where  the  top  score  in  a  single 
day  was  two  salmon  and  four  grilse,  scaling  from  2Jlb.  to 
41b.  _  On  the  Aboyne  and  Kincardine  O'Neil  sections  an 
occasional  salmon  is  being  got,  but  the  fine  summer 
angling  usually  enjoyed  on  these  light  sections  with 
the  June  and  July  grilse  is  nan  est  this  season. 
Grilse  angling,  so  prolific  on  the  Feugh  and  Banchory 
sections,  is  also  a  minus  quantity.  What  grilse  have 
been  running  have  not  stopped  in  these  pools,  but 
have  gone  right  through  to  the  upper  waters,  some  sixty 
miles  upstream.  In  former  years  the  last  fortnight  in 
June  and  the  first  weeks  of  July  hardly  ever  failed  to 
prove  the  finest  time  of  the  year  for  grilse,  and  the  sport 
was  sometimes  magnificent,  often  reaching  to  ten  and  a 
dozen  in  a  day,  scaling  from  3lb.  to  51b.  Anglers  with 
the  minnow  have  made  good  baskets  between  the 
Banchory  and  the  Cults  waters.  A  very  good  migration 
of  smolts  has  taken  place,  and  already  the  autumn  fish  are 
beginning  to  make  their  appearance.  On  the  Don  some 
baskets  of  trout  were  got  in  the  reaches  about  Alford  to 
the  worm,  scaling  from  251b.  to  351b.  The  fly  also  did 
well  in  soft,  mild  evenings  several  times  during  the  week. 
Grilse  are  showing  up  in  greater  numbers  at  the  sea. 
On  the  Ythan  tidal  waters  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  David- 
son made  baskets  last  week  scaling  from  101b.  to  121b. 


daily  of  finnock  and  sea  trout;  the  top  fish  was  over  2lb. 
A  few  small  salmon  have  b<'en  got  in  Lord  Aberdeen's 
water  at  Mfthlio.  On  the  Ugie  splendid  pport  is  now 
being  hid,  the  P''  "inn  being  admirably  eu'ted  to  this  Ute 
prolific  little  str.  „id.  On  the  Deveron,  8>lmon  and  grille 
angling  is  slack,  but  b-o«n  trout  angling  u  s'iil  at  its 
befit  with  the  recent  rains.  On  the  Spey  sDglers  hive 
fled,  but  the  few  who  are  on  the  sp'jt  are  having  •  c.'Uiooal 
ppnrt.  On  the  Laggan  water,  Mr.  McPherson  liad  a  fish 
of  10!b  ,  while  Sir  P.  Lumeden  had  a  crilse  of  3.b.  on  the 
Aberlour  reach.  The  sea  angling  at  Aberdeen  has  seldom 
been  better  than  at  present. — G.  M. 

OwBcaig  (via  Lair^,  N.B.) —On  June  26,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bicsersteth,  birkenhead,  on  Upp<»r  Fiag,  thirty- 
seven  trout,  181b.;  Rev.  Canon  Fa  her,  Doncister,  on 
Upper  Mid-Shin,  eight,  SJ  b. ;  R^v.  Archdp»o)n  Presoott 
and  son,  Carlyle,  on  Top  Shin,  one  diz'^n,  G|ib.  ;  Colonel 
and  Miss  Dixon,  London,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin,  twenty- 
two,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Bell  and  Crowe,  Dundee,  on  Hill  Loch, 
100,  201b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  Blundellsands,  on 
Lower  Fiag,  twenty-seven,  13ilb. ;  Mr.  Philips,  Blundell- 
sands, on  Loch  Merkland,  fourteen.  Gib.  ;  Mr.  Clay, 
Matlock,  on  Loch  Griam,  thirty,  131b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker,  Coupar  Angus,  on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty,  91b. ; 
and  Mr.  and  Miss  C.  Walker,  Coupar  Angus,  on  Lawer 
Merkland,  thirty-two,  d^lh.  On  27th,  Mr.  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Griam,  three  dozen,  131b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker, 
on  Mid-Shin,  fourteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth,  on 
Top  Shin,  eight,  3Jlb. ;  Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  on  Upper 
Fiag,  three  dozen,  ij^Xh. ;  Messrs.  Bell  and  Crowe,  on 
Lower  Fiag,  thirty  trout,  151b.  ;  Rev.  Archdeacon 
Prescott  and  son.  on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty-three,  121b. ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Walker,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin,  nineteen, 
lllb.  ;  Mr.  Philips,  on  "Top  Merkland.  sixteen,  61b  ;  and 
Mr.  Clay,  on  same  loch,  twenty-one.  7ilb.  On  28th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bickersteth  landed  one  dozen,  51b.,  on  Loch 
Merkland;  Colonel  and  Mi;8  Dixon,  on  Loch  Griam, 
sixteen,  51b. ;  Rev.  Archdeacon  Prescott  and  son,  on 
Mid-Shin,  twenty,  71b.  ;  Mrs.  and  Mis?  Walker,  on 
Upper  Fiag,  two  dozen,  13Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Walker,  one  and 
a  half  dozen,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Clay,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin, 
fourteen,  61b.  ;  Messrs.  Bell  and  Crowe,  on  Top 
Shin,  eighteen,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land, thirty-eight,  141b  ;  Mr.  Philips  mide  a  fair 
basket  on  same  water  ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Walker, 
on  Hill  Looh,  thirty-one,  101b.  On  29r,h,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R'ckerstath  made  a  fair  basket  on  Mid-Shin ;  Messrs. 
Walker,  on  Loch  Griam,  fifty,  161b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Merkland.  thirty-three,  one  of  which 
weighed  41b.,  and  the  whole  IGJIb.  ;  Mr  Philips,  on  Lower 
Mid-Shin,  nine,  61b  ;  Messrs.  Bell  and  Crowe,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  twenty,  91b.,  besides  a  feror  weighing  81b. ; 
Mr.  Clay,  on  Lower  Fiag,  nineteen  trout,  8Jlb  ;  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Walker  got  a  fair  basket  on  Top  Shin ;  and  Rev. 
ArchdeiC' n  Prescott  and  son.  on  Upp^r  Fiag,  four 
dozen,  241b.  On  30ih,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth  Unded 
twenty-five,  101b  ,  on  Lower  Fiig;  Mr.  Philips,  on  Lower 
Mid-Shin,  one  and  a  half  dozen,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson,  on  Upper  Fiasf,  twenty-six,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Clay, 
on  Top  Shin,  fourteen,  B^lh. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Walker,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  five.  17lb. ;  and  Rev.  Archdeacon  Prescott 
and  son,  on  Loch  Griam,  fifty-two,  16lb.  Oq  2ad  inst., 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bickersteth  landed  three  dozen,  161b  ,  on 
Lower  Fiag;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  on  Looh  Griam, 
twenty-three,  one  of  which  weighed  3 Jib.,  and  the  whole 
141b. ;  Mr.  Philips,  on  Upper  Fiag,  sixteen,  71b. ;  Rev. 
Archdeacon  Prescott  and  son,  on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty- 
eight,  121b.;  and  Mr.  Clav,  on  L^oh  Merkland,  sixteen, 
6|lb.    Total,  1164  trout.  466|lb.— B. 

South  of  Scotland  — More  heavy  rains  have  fallen 
over  the  South  of  Scotland  since  last  week's  report,  and 
the  rivers  have  in  consequence  been  kept  in  flood  and  full 
black  waters.  With  the  frequent  gushes  of  fresh  water 
incoming  fish  have  been  pushing  inland  without  rjsting  in 
any  of  the  lower  reaches,  and  angling  has  been  chiefly 
confined  to  the  middle  and  higher  waters.  The  lessees  of 
the  salmon  nets  in  the  Solway  are  bitterly  complaining  of 
the  shortness  of  the  grilse  ran  this  season,  and  very  few 
summer  salmon  are  being  caught  just  now.  Although  the 
sea  trout  season  is  not  yet  over,  the  tun  has  been  con- 
siderably short  80  far.  The  high  price  of  salmon  and 
trout,  however,  is  helpiag  to  square  accounts  among  the 
tacksmen.  Grilse  do  not  make  any  particular  show  in  the 
Solway  before  the  early  part  of  July,  so  that  the  season 
for  grilsa  may  yet  recover  itself.  The  herling  are  now 
due,  tut  there  is  no  show  of  these  sporting  fish  so  far  in 
any  of  the  rivers.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  is 
still  unsettled,  and  there  is  daily  thunder  and  showers 
over  the  district.  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the 
sport  in  the  different  rivers  of  this  part  of  the  country. 
The  Nith. — Some  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the 
middle  reaches,  and  more  especially  in  the  upper  waters 
around  Sanquhar.  The  best  sport  was  obtained  last  week, 
as  also  on  Monday,  when  catches  were  numerous.  There 
has  been  a  continual  increase  in  fishermen,  and  the  casts 
are  seldom  without  two  or  three  rods  upon  them.  The 
same  gentleman  (Rev.  Mr.  Urquhart)  who  Unded  a  191b. 
salmon  after  two  hours  and  twenty  minutes  play  last  week 
on  a  small  rod  and  fine  tackle  has  been  farther  successful 
in  killing  quite  a  number  of  fine  sea  trout.  Mr.  Merry,  a 
well-known  Mennooh  angler,  killed  a  fine  grilse  of  71b. 
on  Friday  morning,  and  he  has  had  several  good  sea 
trout.  Many  other  anglers,  local  and  visitors,  have  had 
sea  trout.  A  good  deal  of  the  sport  has  been  made  with 
the  worm  bait,  though  a  few  have  been  taken  with  fly. 
Night  fishing  is  expected  to  be  good  now  if  the  waters 
would  fine  down  and  get  clear.  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
Association  waters,  near  Thornhill,  fairly  good  sport  has 
been  occEisionally  obtained  among  a?a  trout  as  well  as 
yellow  trout.  In  a  number  of  the  tributaries  excellent 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  caught  with  the  worm 
while  the  waters  were  in  flood.  Scaur  water  also 
yielded  fair  sport.    Lower  down  the  river,  in  some  of  the 
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private  reeches,  a  few  sea  trout  have  been  killed,  and  I 
bear  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  cinght  in  the 
Cluden  and  Cairo.     The  Annan.— In  the  lower  portion 
of  thii  river  the  angliDjf  has  been  most  disappoioting 
on    account    of    the   frequent   rises    in   the  water. 
Much  rain  haa  fallen  in  Annindale,  and   the  waters 
have  been    disturbed  daily.     Sea   trout    running  up 
from  the  Sol  way  have  kept  on  the  move  and  gone  on  to  the 
higher  fection.    Mr.  Ogilvie  had  a  couple  of  sea  trout  and 
a  tew  yellow  trout  last  week,  with  worm  bait ;  Mr.  T.  S. 
Tweedie  tookabcuta  dozin  yellow  trout  with  worm,  a 
number  of  his  trout  being  fine  ones.    Very  few  rods  have 
so  far  been  out,  as  it  is  considered  little  eport  o%n  be  had 
when  the  waters  keep  rising  and  falling  so  quickly.    In  a 
private  stretch  the  Rev.  F.  Coleby,  of  the  Parsonage, 
Annan,  had  good  sport  on  Friday,  killing  three  sea  trout, 
two  of  which  weighed  2lb.  each;  Mr.  Coleby  had  a  good 
basket  of  tine  yellow  trout  on  the  same  day.    All  the 
eport  was  had  with  small  fly,  and  single  handed  rods. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  fished  the  Wamphray  water  and  had  a 
fair  basket  of  yellow  trout  with  fly.    I  hear  a  number  of 
excellent  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught  in  this  part  of 
the  river,  as  also  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  below 
Dinwoodie.    lo  the  Moffat  part  of  the  river  visitors  have 
bad  fair  baskets  this  week.   In  the  Mount  Annan  water 
several  sea  trout  have  been  landed,  including  a  fine  one  of 
4^1b.    The  keepers  in  the  Hoddom  Castle  water  have 
killed  sea  trout,  and  three  herling  were  taken  there  on 
Monday.  _  Another    rod  had  two  sea  trout,  one  of 
which  weighed   2Jlb.     The    Kirtle. — Local  anglers 
have  monopolised  the  sport  on  this  little  Border  stream, 
and  I  hear  some  nice  catches  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
made  with  worm  in  the  floods,  and  with  fly  on  the  day 
following  the  spate.    The  Milk.— This  river,  the  chief 
tributary  of  the  Annan,  is  seldom  reported,  though  some 
fair  sport  is  had  from  time  to  time.    A  number  of  rods 
out  ou  the  Kettleholm  portion  had  fair  baskets  in  the 
spates  of  last  week.    The  Galloway  Rivers. — These 
rivers  have  been  much  in  flood  since  last  report,  and  there 
has  been  plenty  of  bait  fishing.    In  the  Ken  of  Dairy  and 
the  upper  waters  at  Carsphaira  good  sport  has  been  had 
among  trout,  and  Mr.  Martin,  Dairy,  killed  a  nice  salmon. 
The  Loch  of  Ken  has  not  been  fished  so  much.    On  Loch- 
inver  several  visitors  had  fair  sport  with  fly.    The  Kirk- 
cudbrightshire Dee  is  mostly  in  private  hands,  and  the 
quality  of  the  sport  does  not  so  often  transpire.    I  hear 
that  an  odd  sea  trout  is  being  caught.    The  Fleet  is  not 
doing  so  well  this  season  so  far.    Mr.  W.  Muriay  canaht 
a  sea  trout  of  lib.,  and  Mr.  T.  Thomson  took  one  of  IJlb. 
There  have  bcea  several  biskets  of  yellow  trout.  The 
Urr  of  Dalbeattie  has  been  frequently  la  flood,  and  sport 
has  not  been  of  much  account.    A  number  of  Dumfries 
anglers  had  fair  sport  on  Lotus  Loch.    Ayrshire — Very 
good  sport  was  obtained  last  week  on  Loch  Doon  of 
Dalmellington  by  visitors.    Mr.  Timpany,  of  Liverpool, 
out  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel,  caught  over  200  yellow 
trout  with  fly.    Other  rods  had  smaller  numbers.  None 
of  the  tront  were  large.    On  the  Ayr  a  large  number  of 
rods  were  out  during  the  week  and  had  fair  sport,  chiefly 
with  worrn.    On  the  Stinchar  a  number  of  rods  had  from 
ten  to  thirty  yellow  trout,  and  the  streams  around  Ki!- 
birnie  did  fairly  well  with  the  real  minnow  as  a  lure.  At 
the  time  of  sending  off  this  report  there  is  every  appear- 
ance of  more  rain  to  fall,  and  with  the  unsettled  conditions 
the  prospects  for  the  comirg  week  are  far  from  promising. 
— Heatherbell. 

Spty  (Morayshire).— It  is  now  almost  a  month  since 
angling  has  been  of  much  account,  when  some  good  sport 
was  enjoyed  on  the  Tulohan  and  other  upper  reaches. 
Few  grilse  have  yet  fallen  to  the  rod,  and  sea  tront,  which 
sometimes  take  well  in  the  evenings  at  this  season,  have 
also  been  scarce.  Fewer  salmon  have  been  caught  by  the 
netters  at  the  estuary  and  along  the  coast  than  is  usual  for 
June,  and  this  notwithstanding  favourable  conditions. 
The  quality,  however,  of  all  sorts  of  fish  was  particularly 
good  all  over.  Few  salmon  soiled  more  than  301b.  A 
week  ago  the  average  was  from  141b.  to  151b.,  and  for 
grilse  3|lb.  Towards  the  end  of  the  present  month  the 
heaviest  fish  usually  put  io  an  appearance  in  large 
numbers.  Smolts  Lave  migrated  in  very  large  numbers, 
but,  as  already  reported,  many  fell  victims  to  the  coalfieh 
in  the  estuarv — J.  M. 

Strome  Perry  Hotel  Waters  (via  Dingwall, 
N.B.). — Last  week,  Mr.  Sam  Mackenzie  was  out  from  the 
hotel,  and  landed  one  and  a  half  dozen  trout  averaging 
^Ib.  ecoh. — B. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  June  18,  Messrs.  Free- 
man and  Martin,  on  Loch  Craggie,  eighteen  trout,  91b. 
On  the  19ch,  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Martin,  on  Loch-na- 
hacon,  thirty-five,  151b.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Freeman,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  seventeen,  91b. ;  Mr.  Martin,  on  Lech  Slam, 
nine,  51b.  On  the  25th_,  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Martin,  on 
Loch-na-hacon,  forty-nine,  141b. ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  thirty-three,  121b.  On  the  26th,  Messrs. 
Freeman  and  Martin,  on  the  same  loch,  thirty-two,  171b. ; 
Messrs.  Morrison,  on  Loch  Slam,  eleven,  4;b.  On  the 
27th,  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Martin,  on  Loch  Slam, 
seventeen,  6ilb. ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  on  Locb-na-hacon, 
twelve,  6ib.  On  the  28th,  Messrs.  Morrison,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  forty,  141b.  On  the  29th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer, 
on  Loch  Loyal,  seventeen,  81b.  ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  on 
Loch  Craggio.  twelve,  51b. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  otber  Border  Rivers.— 
During  the  past  fortnight  the  weather  in  this  northern 
climate  of  ours  has  been  something  atrocious.  Rain, 
thunderstorms,  sunshine  for  a  day,  and  then  more  rain 
and  hailstorms.  Consequently  the  rivers  have  been  run- 
ning pretty  full,  and  on  Monday  a  rise  of  about  1ft. 
occurred,  while  on  Tuesday  (yesterday)  the  main  river 
(Tweed)  came  down  in  flood  to  the  extent  of  fully  2Jft., 
while  later  on  the  sister  river,  the  Teviot,  came  away  to 
the  extent  of  about  IJft.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  rivers 
are  in  rare  fishing  order,  more  especially  for  minnow,  and 


many  anglers  are  "on  the  job."  On  the  Floors  Castle 
unper  water,  this  morning,  the  fisherman,  Mr.  Robert 
Hendry,  caught  a  clean  run  grilse  from  the  sea  which 
turned  the  scale  at  5lb. — the  first  killed  in  this  water 
during  the  season.  Of  salmon  fishing — well,  there  is  none. 
All  our  salmon  fishers  have  seemingly  gone  to  the  front. 
Good  luck  to  them  all,  and  they  are  not  few,  and  let  us 
hope  that  we  shall  have  them  all  home  safe  and  sound 
soon,  and  be  on  the  witers  again  to  breathe  the 
bracing  air  of  old  Scotland.  Trout  fishing  has  been 
the  rule  daring  the  past  ten  days,  and  some 
grand  baskets  have  been  got  both  in  Tweed  and 
Teviot,  while  on  the  tributaries  the  baskets  killed 
have  been  innumerable,  and  the  weights  have  ranged  from 
4lb.  to  101b.  On  the  Tweed  on  Monday,  Mr.  James  Steel, 
Kelso,  with  minnow,  had  14!b.  of  grand  trout;  Mr. 
Archibald  Steel,  Kelso,  on  the  Teviot,  had  31b.  of  trout- 
one  bull  trout,  41b.,  and  a  lot  of  small  trout,  which  he 
returned  again  to  the  river.  Mr.  Geo.  Thomson,  Kelso, 
has  had  baskets  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  ranging  from 
31b.  to  81b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Hogg,  on  the  Eden,  has  this  week 
had  three  baskets  of  trout,  weighing  71b.,  51b,,  and  8lb. 
On  the  Coquet  on  Saturday  last  Mr.  S.  W.  Moscrip  and 
Mr.  Philip  Baker  (both  from  London,  but  holidaying  at 
Morebattle  just  now),  killed  each  201b.  of  trout  with  worm, 
and  on  Monday  last,  on  the  Kale,  the  same  anglers  had 
each  baskets  of  trout  which  weighed  71b.,  killed  with  worm 
and  minnow.  Oq  the  Kale  on  Saturday,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Moscrip,  Morabattle  (from  London),  had  three  dozen  grand 
tront  with  minnow.  On  Monday  the  same  angler  had 
again  three  dozen  of  trout,  one  of  which  weighed  2lb.,  and 
these  were  also  caught  with  minnow.  Agaia  a  101b. 
basket  fell  to  the  same  disciple  of  the  rod  and  line 
on  the  Kale  near  Chatto  the  following  day,  also 
with  minnow,  but  he  is  a  clinker  with  this 
lure.  One  of  his  trout  weighed  l^lb. — a  rare  weight 
for  this  part  of  the  river.  An  angler  on  the  Kale,  near 
Heavyside,  on  Monday,  had  two  trout  of  §lb.  each, 
and  of  the  others  his  batkat  weighed  just  exactly  51b. 
Mr.  Irons,  commercial  traveller,  Edinburgh,  staying  at 
Morebattle  at  present,  had  a  rare  grand  kill  of  eleven  and 
a  half  dozen  trout  in  the  Kale  last  week.  The  fish  were 
not  weighed,  but  were  supposed  to  scale  fully  201b.  On 
the  same  river,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  R.  B.  Moscrip  killed  two 
dozen  of  grand  trout  with  minnow,  which  were  not 
weighed.  On  the  Tweed  this  morning,  Mr.  E.  G.  Bond, 
Kelso,  had  a  fine  dish  of  91b.  with  minnow,  while  he 
previously  had  three  baskets  of  from  31b.  to  81b.  Mr. 
Hastie,  Horse  Market,  Kelso,  on  the  Kale,  has  had 
three  baskets  ranging  from  4lb.  up  to  61b.  each. 
Mr.  R.  B.  Moscrip,  Morebattle,  on  the  Kale,  last  week 
(Wednesday),  71b.,  with  minnow;  Mr.  Ormiston,  Hadding- 
ton (from  Morebattle),  nineteen  grand  trout,  and  put  back 
a  lot  of  small  ones ;  Thomas  Kennedy,  Morebattle,  fishing 
on  the  loch  (Gowanloch's),  had  four  trout  fib.  each,  with 
minnow  ;  and  Mr.  Moscrip,  one  trout  of  lib.  with  the 
same  lure.  Mr.  Irons,  Edinburgh,  on  the  Kale,  on  Friday, 
had  161b. ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Moscrip,  on  the  same  water,  with 
minnow,  in  a  very  short  time  had  exactly  71b.  of  nice 
trout ;  Master  James  Lees,  a  boy  of  fourteen  yeira  of  age, 
had  two  dozen  nice  trout  with  fly  in  the  evening.  On 
Thursday  evening,  from  eight  o'clock  to  nine,  Mr.  T. 
Ovens,  Morebattle,  kUled  41b.  of  fine  trout  in  Kale  with 
minnow.  On  the  Teviot  Mr.  R.  B.  Hogarth,  Helton  Mill, 
with  fly,  killed  seventeen  trout,  which  weighed  81b.  In 
the  Hownam  Fishing  Association  competition  some  grand 
baskets  were  got.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  201b.  lOoz.,  first; 
Mr.  J.  Hewitson,  Cowbog,  15!b.,  second ;  Mr.  Jaa.  Outh- 
bert,  Hownam,  141b.,  third  ;  Mr.  Pender,  Linton  Burn- 
foot,  131b.,  fourth  ;  Mr.  J.  Mitchell,  Hownam,  121b.,  fifth. 
Twenty-four  baskets  in  this  competition  weighed,  on  an 
average,  101b.  each. — Maswheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Baun. — The  tributaries  have  continued  in  flood  since 
last  report  with  the  result  that  12in.  more  water  has  been 
added  to  the  river.  The  greater  part  of  all  the  early 
salmon  and  grilse  have  passedjoverlthe  weir  at  Toome  and 
on  through  Lough  Neagh  to  the  chief  tributaries,  the 
Maine,  Ballinderry,  and  Blackwater,  each  of  which  con- 
tinued long  enough  in  flood  for  them  to  ascend  to  the 
higher  reaches.  The  discoloured  state  of  the  water 
prevented  the  fly  from  being  used  only  on  the  shallows, 
and  most  of  the  fish  taken  were  on  the  worm  and  lordly 
shrimp.  On  the  Caronroe  section  thirteen  salmon  and 
grilse  were  landed  from  3ilb.  to  151b. ;  and  on  the  Kilrea 
seven,  from  4Jlb.  to  121b.  for  the  past  week.  At  Port- 
glenone  one  salmon  of  201b.  was  landed  on  a  spoon  bait. 
Some  beautiful  brown  trout  were  taken  on  the  wet  fly  in 
the  evenings  on  the  shallows  of  all  the  reaches  scaling 
from  1  Jib.  to  3Jlb.  A  few  dry  days  are  badly  wanted  to 
bring  the  river  into  fly  fishing  order. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.- The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  rather  unfavourable  for  angling.  A  few  anglers 
were  out  on  the  Dams,  the  Clady,  Sixmile,  Lagan,  and 
Crossgar,  but  did  not  make  much  of  it,  the  trout  inclining 
to  sulk  after  being  glutted  with  bottom  feeding.  The 
North-Bast  Ulster  Angling  Club  has  arranged  for  an 
open  pegged-down  10yd.  limit  competition  at  Moira  on 
Saturday,  the  14th  inst.  A  large  entry  is  expected,  the 
competition  being  open  to  all  comers. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.— Sport  has  generally  been  of  a  good 
description  since  last  report,  especially  on  the  principal 
rivers.  Salmon  have  been  rising  well,  and,  on  those 
waters  that  hold  them,  sea  trout  have  ^iven  good  eport 
whenever  favourable  breezes  were  in  evidence.  Brown 
trout  gave  good  sport  on  the  minor  waters,  and  at  time  of 
writing  sport  shows  further  improvement  in  all  depart- 
ments.—T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  Corribwas  much  disturbed 
after  the_  floods,  but  is  now  in  fair  condition.  Peal  fishing 
is  the  chief  sport,  the  big  run  of  fish  having  arrived  at  the 
close  of  the  month.   Amongst  the  most  successful  fishers 


were  Mr.  N.  Cohen,  Mr.  Wheen,  Capt.  Gunliffe,  Mr. 
Gibbons,  and  Capt.  Henry.  The  prawn  continues  the 
deadliest  lure,  and  the  Black  and  Yellow  Goldfinch  the 
best  fly.— J  A.  B. 

Z>hulotigh  Fishery  (Leenane  Hotel,  Killary 
Bay).— Salmon  and  white  tront. — Sport  las';  week  waa 
very  good  on  Dhulough  and  GlencuUen  Lake.  Several 
fine  sea  trout  were  caught,  and  on  Saturday,  Maj  tt  Hey- 
gate  got  a  salmon  weighing  151b. ;  and  Capt.  Heygate  lost 
a  good  fish.  Leenane  Hotel  free  brown  trout  fishing : 
Mr.  Meehan  caught  on  Saturday  five  large  brown  trout, 
average  IJIb.— R.  H.  McKeown. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Some  good 
sport  was  obtained  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week,  and 
the  following  are  the  particulars  :  Dr.  E.  Aiken  landed 
four  salmon  and  grilse  of  141b.,  71b.,  51b.,  and  51b. ;  Capt. 
F.  W.  Jones  landed  one  splendid  fresh  run  salmon  of  18  ib. 
on  July  2,  and  lost  three  more  heavy  fish  same  day ;  Mr. 
ChUd  landed  one  salmon  of  16lb.,  and  a  grilse  of  71b. ; 
while  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  landed  another  of  71b.  on  July  2  ; 
Mr.  Geo.  Davies  landed  two  grilse  of  7Jlb.  and  51b.  on 
same  day  ;  Gen.  Dickins  landed  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  two 
grUse  of  61b.  and  31b. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  one  salmon 
of  13 Jib.  on  June  21,  and  two  of  121b.  and  31b.  on  June  26 
(the  latter  three  fish  were  omitted  in  our  last  report) ;  Sir 
H.  B.  Robertson  landed  five  salmon  and  grilse  on  June  27 
weighing  from  71b.  to  131b.,  and  one  salmon  of  151b.  on 
June  29,  and  one  salmon  of  141b.  on  June  30  ;  Mr.  T.  M. 
Pike  landed  eleven  grilse  and  five  salmon  from  June  27  to 
July  4— the  grilse  weighed  from  31b.  to  71b.,  and  the 
salmon  from  91b.  to  17ilb.— M.  Roqan  and  Sons. 

KerT7  Rivers. — The  weather  has  been  favourable,  but 
many  of  the  rivers  are  again  running  low.  Salmon 
anglers  had  fair  sport  on  the  Laune,  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh, 
and  Cashen,  and  on  the  Feale  many  sea  trout  were  had. 
No_  anglers  have  been  out  on  Waterville  river,  which  is 
strictly  preserved.  This  latter  water  at  present  holds  a 
large  supply  of  salmon  and  sea  trout,  especially  in  that 
portion  between  the  weir  and  the  sea.  In  fact  it  is  the 
best  stocked  water,  as  far  as  salmon  and  sea  trout  are  con- 
cerned, in  Kerry,  and  probably  in  all  Ireland  for  that 
matter.  Sport  has  been  slack  on  the  Cnmmeragh  and 
Inney  at  salmon,  though  sea  trout  are  giving  fair  or 
average  sport  on  both  those  waters.  Floods  are  awaited 
anxiously  by  anglers,  and  when  those  take  place  salmon 
should  give  fine  sport  on  both  Cnmmeragh  and  Inney. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Ei  larney,— Sport  is  improving  in  all  departments. 
Salmon  are  rising  better  to  flies,  and  appear  to  be 
numerous  on  lakes  and  rivers.  The  takes,  however,  have 
not  been  up  to  anticipation,  but  the  prospects  for  the  next 
few  days  are  better.  In  the  Black  Valley  brown  trout  ar3 
giving  good  sport,  and  on  Lough  Quittane  anglers  have 
generally  good  sport  at  those  fish.  Flies  of  the  Icoil 
patterns  appear  to  have  been  the  best  killers.  Though  the 
angling  has  not  been  up  to  the  standard  heretofore,  it  is 
now  quite  within  the  bounds  of  probability  that  ample 
amends  shall  be  made  henceforward  for  the  general  slack- 
ness of  sport  heretofore. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  Conn  (Cloghans).— Dr.  Smith,  in  fourdays, 
got  one  salmon  and  twenty-five  trout  (largest  trout  7ilb,), 
also  got  one  jack,  101b.  Mr.  Wollaston,  in  six  days,  got 
one  salmon  and  fourteen  trout,  also  two  small  j  ick.  Dr. 
Collins,  in  twenty-one  days,  got  two  salmon  and  thirty 
trout  (largest  71b.),  and  three  jack  (largest  141b.).  Mr. 
Tickle  got  four  salmon  and  forty  trout  in  seventeen  days. 
Mr.  Ducroz,  in  ten  days,  got  three  salmon,  and  also  some 
splendid  baskets  of  trout.  Col.  Ewing  got  eight  salmon 
and  some  nice  trout  (largest  41b.)  in  fifteen  days.  Mr. 
Fisher,  in  twelve  days,  got  two  salmon  and  eighteen  trout 
(largest  4^1b.).  Prospects  of  coming  week  is  good,  as 
hundreds  of  grilse  are  running  into  the  longh.  Weather 
looking  much  better. — T.  C. 

Long}i  Cnrrane,  &c.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  is  now  pretty  good  on  Lough  Currane  at  trout,  but 
little  or  nothing  has  been  done  at  salmon  and  peal.  It 
would  occupy  far  more  space  than  could  be  allotted  to  me 
to  give  full  details  of  all  the  sport  had.  It  will  therefore, 
perhaps,  suflioe  to  say  that  the  two  best  baskets  of 
trout  were  one  of  ten  sea  trout  and  four  brown  f  rout  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Gressley  on  Saturday,  and  eight  sea  trout  (161b.)  and 
six  brown  trout  had  by  Mr.  Eden  on  Thursday.  The 
average  basket  of  sea  trout  had  daily  during  the  week 
would  be  about  four  trout.  Rev.  Mr.  Gressley,  on  another 
day,_  had  a  peal  of  5 Jib.  and  several  trout.  Sport 
continues  very  good  on!the  upper  lakes.  On  Loaghnamona, 
on  one  day,  Mr.  R.  J.  C.  Beaton  had  fifty-three  trout  on 
one  day,  and  thirty-four  on  Derriana  on  another  day. 
Mr.  Eden  had  also  good  takes  on  those  waters,  including 
many  fine  sea  trout.  On  Cloonaghlin  Lake,  Mr.  Tranfield, 
fishing  with  T.  McCarthy,  caught  forty-eight  brown  trout 
(281b.),  and  five  sea  trout,  averaging  about  21b.,  on  one 
day.  Other  good  takes  have  been  recorded.  The 
prospects  for  all  the  lakes  are  good  for  the  next  few  days, 
though  the  outlook  on  the  rivers  is  not  at  all  good  owing 
to  falling  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Longh  s  Ittask  and  Corrib.— Fishing  from  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  has  much  improved  for  the  past  few 
days,  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Leigh  making  the  largest 
basket  on  July  2,  twenty-three  trout,  on  the  fly,  largest 
2ilb.  On  July  3,  Mr.  Townsend,  fishing  Finney  river 
from  the  bank,  caught  a  beautiful  trout  of  31b.  on  the  fly. 
Messrs.  Ledger,  Earnest,  and  Holleck  are  doing  fairly  well, 
making  good  baskets  of  trout  and  several  pike  daily. 
Water  getting  into  grand  condition,  and  good  sport 
expected. — J.  A.  J. 

Iiongh  Blelvln. — Trouting  on  this  lake  during  the 
past  week  was  not  so  good  as  in  the  previous,  still,  a  fair 
number  of  moderately  good  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown 
trout  were  taken  by  the  anglers  out  from  Garrison, 
Kinloughj  Bundoran,  BeUeek,  and  Ballyshannon.  Several 
grilse  weighing  from  51b.  to  7Jlb.  were  taken  by  Messrs. 
Brooks,  Barry,  Kane,  and  J.  Beilly  during  the  past  week, 


July  7,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


11 


FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund — the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


TWENTY-NINTH  LIST. 

Mr.  Geo.  A.  Powell,  39,  Leighton-road,  Cheltenham  (by  sale  of  flies) 

Mr.  C.  L.  Kaufmann   

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  (per  Mr.  H.  Butt,  sec.)   


Amonnt  from  twenty-eighth  list . 


Total 


£  8.  d. 

0   4  6 

0   4  9 

0  10  6 

0  19  9 

245  5  9J 

246  5  6| 


and  sport  is  much  better  on  the  lake  at  time  of  writing, 
Mr.  8.  V.  Thomas  landed  several  salmon  on  the  Erne 
during  the  past  week,  two  of  them  weighing  201b.  and 
15Jlb. — M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina).— 
Weather  becoming  more  favourable  for  angling.  Mr.  J. 
Temple,  five  grilse,  311b. ;  Mr.  J.  Scroope,  three  grilse, 
17Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Browning,  five  grilse,  251b. ;  Master  Perry 
Knoz  Gore,  six  grilse,  331b. ;  Mr.  Grove,  four  grilse, 
281b. ;  Mr.  Thompson,  one  grilse,  81b.  Lough  fishing 
poor.  Good  sport  on  lower  part  of  Moy  with  sea  trout. — 
Pat  Hearns. 

Rosses  (Oung'Ioe,  co.  Donegal).— Salmon  and 
white  trout  in  great  numbers  ran  up  the  C  roily  river  to 
the  numerous  lakes  of  the  Bosses.  The  success  in  clearing 
the  river  of  obstacles,  which  largely  prevented  the  fish 
from  getting  up,  has  been  marked.  As  the  lakes  are  in 
good  order  the  white  trout  fishing  is  expected  to  open 
well.  This  fishery  is  certainly  the  best  for  white  trout 
fishing  in  the  north  of  Ireland. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Iiongh  Derg  (Killaloe). — During 
the  seventy  long  years  that  I  have  resided  here  at  Killaloe 
I  never  remember  such  horrible  mid-summer  weather  as 
we  have  experienced  throughout  June  and  np  to  the 
present  date  (July  5).  Nothing  bot  cold  and  rain  nearly 
the  whole  time.  Very  many  persons  here — young  and 
old — have  had  to  wear  their  heaviest  garments,  whilst 
waterproofs,  gaiters,  and  umbrellas  are  in  evidence  every 
day.  We  miss  our  wondrous  sunsets  which  we  used  to 
enjoy  so  much  upon  the  Eialto  each  evening,  we  also 
grieve  over  the  destruction  of  our  sweet  June  roses,  whilst 
our  feathered  songsters  are  hushed  in  wood  and  grove. 
The  fishing  has,  however,  been  pretty  good.  The  Rev. 
Mervyn  Archdall,  Chaplain  to  the  Forces,  continues  to 
realise  good  sport  on  my  water.  Up  to  last  evening  he  has 
killed  twenty-four  salmon  and  grilse  in  ten  fishing  days. 
Not  so  bad,  considering  the  horrid  weather.  Here 
are  the  bags  for  the  week :  June  27,  Mr.  A. 
Parker,  Ballyvalley,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b.,  on 
Major  Traherne's  preserves.  28th,  the  Rev.  Mervyn 
Archdall,  on  my  water,  two  grilse,  61b.,  51b. 
29th,  same  gentleman,  on  my  water,  three  grilse,  61b., 
51b.,  4lb.:  Mr.  R.  Parker,  Major  Traherne's  water,  two, 
71b.,  41b.  30th,  Major  Traherne's  men,  P.  Ryan  and  W. 
Fogarty,  one  salmon,  131b.,  and  one  grilse,  31b. ;  Rev.  M. 
Archdall,  one  salmon,  121b.,  and  three  grilee,  71b.,  61b., 
51b.  July  1,  same  rods,  three  grilse,  71b.,  31b.,  31b.  3rd, 
Rev.  M.  Archdall,  three  grilse,  81b.,  61b.,  41b.,  and  one 
pike,  81b.,  on  my  water ;  Mr.  Ventor,  on  Mr.  W.  Young's 
water,  four  grilse,  61b.,  61b.,  5lb.,  41b.  The  largest  pike 
of  the  week  weighed  201b. ;  it  was  captured  on  Lough 
Derg  by  Mr.  Thomas  O'Brien.  Killaloe. — S.  J.  Hueley. 

Shannon  (Castlecounell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  killed,  June  27,  one  peal,  41b. ;  28th,  one  peal, 
6lb. ;  29th,  one  paal,  B^Vo. ;  30th,  one  peal,  51b.  On 
Prospsct,  Mrs.  Cripps  killed,  27th,  two  paal,  41b.  and 
5Jlb. ;  28th,  one  peal,  4lb. ;  29th.  one  peal,  41b.  On  the 
same  water,  Mr.  W.  L.  Cripps  killed,  30th,  three  peal, 
4^lb.,  51b.,  and  81b.;  July  3,  two  peal,  41b.,  4Jlb.  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswiok  killed,  June  27,  two 
peal,  3ilb,  71b. ;  28th,  two  peal,  51b.,  sjlb. ;  29th,  one 
peal,  41b.  On  the  same  fishery,  Mrs.  Cripps  killed, 
July  3,  one  peal,  41b.  On  Hermitage,  Col.  F.  A.  W. 
Whitmore  killed,  June  27,  one  peal,  51b. ;  28th,  one  peal, 
SJlb.  On  the  same  water,  Mr,  H.  B.  Daglish  killed, 
July  2,  two  peal,  4Jlb.  and  5 Jib.  On  the  Castle  Fishery, 
Mrs.  Ingham  killed,  June  29,  two  peal,  81b.  and  91b. ; 
July  2,  two  peal,  4ilb.,  51b.  On  the  Landscape  fishery 
the  fishermen  killed  one  peal,  81b.,  on  June  27. — J. 
Eneight  and  Son. 

Strnle,  Blourne,  &3.  (Newton stewart,  Ireland). 
—The  prospects  for  a  good  season's  angling  never  looked 
brighter,  as  two  successive  floods  at  the  end  of  the  last  two 


weeks  have  brought  up  a  large  run  of  salmon  straight  from 
the  ocean,  and,  therefore,  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Very 
few  anglers  are  here  at  present,  but  some  local  anglers  are 
getting  two  and  three  beauties  per  day.  I  would  recom- 
mend any  gentlemen  anxious  for  good  sport  to  lose  no  time 
in  paying  these  rivers  an  early  visit,  as  the  fish,  being 
fresh  run,  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  river  is  just 
right,  and,  as  it  appears  showery,  is  likely  to  continue  so 
for  some  time. — John  J.  Moore. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Mourne  is  toning  down  into 
fiir  order  after  the  heavy  floods  of  list  week  and  the 
previous  one.  Salmon  are  showing  up  well  in  the  pools 
about  Newtonstewart.  Further  np  the  river  some  grilse 
have  been  brought  to  bank.  Trouting  is  almost  over,  as 
it  is  not  much  use  after  the  middle  of  July.  The  salmon 
hatchery  at  Newtonstewart  has  been  of  immense  service  in 
keeping  up  the  stock  of  fish  in_  the  river.  From  the 
tributaries  Derg,  Fiun,  &c.,  there  is  not  much  to  report. 
The  Ballinderry  and  the  Blackwater  are  in  good  order  for 
the  fly.  Salmon  are  in  the  lower  pools  of  both  rivers. — 
J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Sea_  angling  is  now  giving 
good  sport  at  and  around  this  station.  The  fish  had  are 
principally  gurnard,  pollack,  whiting,  and  bream.  On 
Saturday  as  many  as  274  various  fish  were  had  by  four 
anglers  in  about  four  hours  and  a  half.  On  another  day 
Messrs.  Harrington,  O'Shea,  Kiely,  and  O'Connor  caught 
forty-seven  pollack  in  six  hours,  the  day  being  not  at  all 
very  good,  being  showery  and  cold.  Rock  fishing  is  now 
good  from  the  rocky  headlands  and  along  the  shores  of  the 
islands  on  the  ocean  side.  Mackerel  are  very  scarce 
around  here  just  now. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane.  —  Sport  continues  good  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  and  whiting.  Mackerel  are  now  scares.  Weather 
favourable,  though  very  showery  at  times.  The  best  sport 
last  week  was  had  in  the  Coomacloncane  direction. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Large  numbers  of  poutings  are 
daily  taken  upon  the  pier  during  slack  water,  some  few  of 
them  ranging  in  size  between  lib.  and  21b..  but  the 
majority  being  small  but  in  good  condition.  Mr  Zaehnsdorf 
and  Mr.  T.  Sexton  each  took  three  pollack  on  Saturday 
last,  and  Mr.  Gooch  had  three  dabs  on  the  following  day  ; 
Mr.  Zaehngdorf,  with  his  boatman  (J.  Cook),  landing  with 
four  and  a  half  score  pouting,  one  wrasse,  and  one  bream. 
Mr.  Bowles  and  Mr.  Wiggins  each  made  a  good  pier  bag 
on  Monday  morning,  a  splendid  sole-dab  being  included  in 
the  latter  gentleman's  catch.  Messrs.  Bushnell,  Church, 
Cameron,  Bowles,  and  Jones  were  kept  fairly  busy  for 
some  two  hours  on  Tuesday,  and  Mr.  Igglesden  took 
eighteen  pollack,  Mr.  Wiggins  having  four,  and  Mr. 
Bursill  a  heavy  catch  of  pouting.  Wednesday  opened  with 
a  north-east  wind,  which  thickened  the  water  and  marred 
sport,  the  best  catch,  including  a  plaice  of  l|lb.,  falling  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  Bowles. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Fair  sport  has  been  had  in  all  departments. 
Pollack  are  numerous  all  round  the  coast,  but  those  fish 
have  not  been  taking  as  well  as  usual  during  the  week. 
Rock  fishers  are  having  some  sport  at  many  points. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — Now  the  warmer  weather  seems  to  have 
set  in  we  shall  be  having  good  sport  with  mackerel.  I 
heard  of  four  dozen  being  taken  one  day  this  week  in 
two  hours,  right  inside  the  Breakwater,  whifiing  for  them 
with  a  silver  spinner.  Quantities  of  large  pollack,  varying 
in  weight  from  21b.  to  71b.  or  81b.,  have  been  seen  quite 
close  to  the  surface  at  the  east  end  of  the  Breakwater.  In 
fact  several  were  taken  with  the  red  spinning  sandeel.  A 
gentleman  and  his  wife,  from  London,  have  had  some 
excellent  sport  fishing  at  SoiUy.  One  day,  fishing  with  the 
large  red  spinning  sandeel  and  double  worm  bait,  he  had 


forty-one  pollack,  weighing  IJcwt.,  and  the  day  after,  fifty 
pollack,  weight  Icwt.  The  fish  would  not  look  at  any 
other  biit.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  includes 
pilchard,  herring.  Homelyn  ray,  sharp-nosed  ray,  skate, 
thornback,  launce,  sturgeon,  mullet,  atherine  (smelt), 
wrasses  in  general,  bream  in  general,  surmullet,  hiea, 
pollack,  lythe,  hake,  mackerel,  scad,  dory,  salmon,  trout, 
peal,  eel,  conger,  dab,  brill,  turbot,  sole,  marysole, 
halibut,  plaice,  and  flounder.  —  Willia.m  Heardrr 
(B  8  A.8.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Some  very  fine  eels  have 
been  taken  by  rod  fishers,  as  well  as  sand  daba,  plaice, 
and  lirge  pouting,  but  no  bass  or  mullet.  Water  is  not 
wrrm  enough  yet  for  them  I  fancy. — W.  E.  Laker. 

Valentia. — Sport  is  now  first-class  at  and  around  this 
station,  the  fish  principally  had  being  cod,  pollack, 
gurnard,  and  silver  whiting.  Mackerel  are  getting  scarce 
inshore,  and  many  of  them  have  been  had  by  anglers  while 
trolling  for  pollack.  On  Saturday  Mr.  T.  J.  O'Connell 
caught  a  pollack  weighing  24lb.  at  Portmagee,  on  a  red 
rubber.- T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Sport  is  now  good  at  pollack,  but 
generally  very  backward  at  all  other  fish.  On  Saturday, 
Messrs.  O'Sullivan,  O'Connor,  Kelly,  and  O'Shaugnessy 
caught  thirty-six  pollack  ;  and  another  party  of  fonr  had 
thirty-two.  Mackerel  are  getting  very  scarce,  though  a 
few  have  been  picked  up  occasionally  by  anglers  while 
angling  (spinning)  for  pollack.  Bass  are  more  numerous  in 
the  Inney  estuiry  than  they  have  been  for  some  time 
past.  On  Monday,  Mr.  P.  Sheehan  cau?ht  five  near  the 
old  Ferry  House,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  M.  Sullivan  caught 
three,  weighing  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  Mullet  are  coming 
on ;  are  now  numerous  at  the  mouths  of  the  riveri 
Currane,  Inney,  and  Reenroe. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  '^ixtnve^. 

Julys.   

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Wateringbury. 

Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Wateringbury. 

Carlton  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prizs  outing. 

Cliasold  :  Prize  outing. 

Cobden:  Match. 

Eirlsfield :  Oating. 

Globe  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Harlesden :  Match. 

Hearts  of  Oik  .  Oating  to  St.  Margaret's. 
Hountlow  and  Isleworth  :  Competition. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner  at  Ware. 
Oglander  :  Competition. 
Original  Clerkenwell :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Langley. 
St.  Alban's  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
Stratford :  Outing. 
Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Wenlock  :  Roving  match  at  Amberley. 
July  9. 

Anchor:  Barbel  competition.    (July  9  and  10.) 
Anglers'  Association  :  Finance  committee  meeting  at  8 ; 

general  committee,  8  30. 
Clissold :  Visit. 


July 


15. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
15. — Amicible  Excelsiors :  Match  at  Digenham. 
15. — Battersea  Friendly :  Roving  match. 
15. — Central  Association :  Cup  competition  at  Pul- 
borough. 

15. — Crystal  Palace  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
15. — Dalston  :  Pegged-down  match. 
15. — Elgin  :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 
15. — Noith  London  :  Visit. 
15. — Royal  Oak  :  Match. 

15.  — Twickenham  Piscitorials:  Barbel  competition. 

16.  — Grange :  Outing  to  Hythe. 

22.  — Crown  and  Buckland  ;  Outing  to  Ambsrley. 

23.  — Pithouse's  (Langley)  competition. 

22. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

29.— Blenheim  :  Match. 

29. — Cosy  :  Outing  to  Weybridge. 

29.— Dnke  of  Norfolk  :  Match. 

29  —Golden  Barbel :  Outing. 


i^epotts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Clcb 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers' Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden- 
lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  finance  committee  will  meet  at 
8  p.m.,  and  general  committee  at  8.30  p.m.,  on  Monday, 
July  9.— R.  E.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.- 1  beg  to  ackaow- 
ledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £1  123.  6J.,  Hearts  of 
Oak  A. S.  donation  box ;  and  £1  Is.  from  Mr.  H.  Tialey, 
Forest  Piscatorials,  as  a  life  member. — R.  Ghcrney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
laist. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  takes  place  on  July  9 
at  the  Clissold  A.S.,  the  Cricketers,  Northwold-road, 
Stoke  Newington,  when  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good 
muster.   Will  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S.  please  be 
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prfsanfc,  as  I  wish  to  give  them  the  next  visit?— Ben 
Abrahams. 

r^AUason  United  Brothen'  AngUnir  Soo<*lsy, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridire-atreet,  Nottinir  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
At  our  meeting^  on  July  4  the  secretary  reported  the 
sound  and  financial  position  of  the  above,  and  the  progress 
we  are  achieving.  We  are  adding  new?  members  each 
wepk;  the  latest  memhor  who  was  affiliatpd  was  Mr. 
Gillson,  of  the  nlaster  fish-cast  fame,  ai  d  Mr.  Lnjley,  a 
member  of  the  Qaeen's  Pisoatorials. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  An^linie  Sooiet^  Ooach  aud  H'-n^K,  farxf- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  — On  July  1  several 
membera  wpre  on*-,  hut  only  two  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Smart, 
roach  and  dace  51b  l3Joz.  ;  and  Mr.  Seymour,  bream  and 
roach  — J  Chambers 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square.- We  had  a  good  mustpr  on 
Wednesday  last.  Our  outing  takes  place  on  July  15,  at 
Pullborongh.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  Sunday 
last,  and  a  gpod  show  of  roach  and  bream  resulted  from 
the  day's  fiohinp  — G.  Hatnes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angrlin^  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— Oar  first  match  this 
season  will  take  place  at  Dagenham  lake  on  July  15,  for 
four  prizes  ;  conditions  in  next  week's  Fishing  Gazette. 
Several  of  our  members  have  weighed-in  some  fine  shows 
of  fish.  Mr.  Townley  had  a  fine  show  of  carp  on  July  1. — 
J.  "R, 

Amicable  Waltoniau  Angling  Society,  The 

George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell.— 
On  July  1  several  members  were  out,  Mr.  Hut^hingson 
being  first  with  a  good  show  of  roach  and  bream ;  Mr. 
Fryett,  second,  with  bream  ;  Mr.  Nunn,  een.,  third,  with 
roach,  dace,  and  bream  ;  Mr.  Lambarth,  with  roach  ;  and 
Mr.  Allen,  with  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  bream.  The 
remainder  of  prizes  left  over  to  be  fished  for  on  July  8. 
Mr.  Vanhegan  was  proposed  as  a  member  of  the  society. 
— E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Anglingr  Society.  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— At  the  last  weekly  meeting 
the  first  match  of  season  was  fix^d  for  Wateringbury. 
Train,  7.13,  London  Bridge,  on  July  S. 

Bavtafaea  Fnenaly  Ang'ling'  Sooietv,  Najr'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road.  S.W.— On  July  1  Mr.  H.  V. 
Wilson  weighed-in  51b.  7|oz.  of  fine  roach ;  Mr.  A. 
Digonge,  hream.  The  followihg  were  elected  hon. 
members:  Mr.  J.  S.  Tavener,  Mr.  Slingsby,  Mr.  H. 
Vigers,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Puillips.  Our  next  match  is  fixed 
for  July  15.  Open,  roving;  to  go  down  on  the  morning. 
A.  Digonge. 

Blaoklriars  Anglinsr  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.B. — Several  members  weighed-in 
Bime  capital  fish  on  July  1.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhonee,  roach, 
221b.,  twanty-four  fish,  weighing  on  an  average  12oz.  each  ; 
Mr.  Whiley,  roach;  Mr.  P.  Jones,  bream;  Mr.  Kobelt, 
nice  show  of  roach,  _Arun;  G.  Howard,  some  capital 
roach ;  also  Mr.  Fish,  nice  show.  I  wish  to  remind 
memb'^rs  that  we  fish  for  our  July  series  of  prizes  at 
Wnteiiogbury  on  July  8;  roving;  start  from  Charing 
Cross,  Waterloo,  or  London  Bridge,  S.E.E.,  by  first  train. 
Mr.  Lawrence  Bates  was  proposed  as  working  member. — 
Wheelhouse. 

Blairgowxio  Angling'  Society.  —  On  Thursday, 
June  28,  the  above  ciub  held  their  annual  pike  fishing 
competition  on  Marlu  Loch,  from  3  p.m.  until  8  p.m., 
with  the  following  results  :  Messrs.  Mitchel  and  Moncur, 
21ilb. ;  Fyffe  and  Bell,  lljlb.  ;  Robertson  and  Watson, 
9|lb.  ;  Straohan  and  Mclntyre,  91b.  Among  the  non- 
competitors  we  have  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  names  of 
Messrs.  Crockart  and  Peebles,  who  successfully  caught 
fish  weighing  9Jlb.  The  heaviest  fish  caught  (single) 
daring  the  day  weighed  7|lb.,  was  hooked  by  Mr.  Moncur, 
Blairgowrie.  The  weather  was,  indeed,  "  Qaeen's," 
and  the  interested  spectators  spent  a  most  delightful 
afternoon  walking  along  the  banks  of  one  of  the  most 
beautifully  situated  lochs  in  Scotland.  In  the  evening  the 
company  were  entertained  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sinclair, 
Marlu  Hotel. — James  Cameron. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  HiU. — At  our  general  meeting 
we  confirmed  the  business  done  by  the  committee  at  their 
previous  meeting,  and  passed  the  quarterly  balance-sheet, 
which  was  on  the  right  side,  although  it  had  been  a  very 
expensive  quarter.  We  also  proposed  Messrs.  Taylor, 
Cooper,  and  Hancock  as  working  members,  to  be  elected 
next  week.  Our  brake  outing  was  a  great  success,  although 
only  four  prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  Wilkins,  first,  also 
largest  Jroach  prize;  Mr.  Parker,  second;  and  Mr.  C. 
Severn,  visitors'  prize.  Twenty-six  members  and  visitors 
fished  in  the  match,  but  the  fish  were  "  off  feed,"  and 
the  takes  were  very  small.  We  have  decided  to  have  a 
subscription  match  and  also  fish  for  the  prizes  left  over 
on  July  29,  of  which  I  will  give  full  particulars  next  week. 
•— C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Windsor 
Castle,  162,  High  Holbom,  W.C— On  July  1,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Blake  weighed-in  bream  and  roach,  111b.  4Joz.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Sinclair,  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  31b.  6Joz. ;  Mr.  R. 
Lummes,  perch;  Mr.  F.  S.  PavettandMr.  F.  W.  Stocker, 
roach.  On  July  _  4,  Mr.  J.  Pailes  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace.  July  11  will  be  quarter  night,  when  all  members 
are  requested  to  attend.— T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Bootle 
Angling  Association  was  well  attended  on  Tuesday  last, 
when  some  important  business  was  transacted.  The 
secretary  gave  a  report  of  the  progress  of  the  association 
during  the  half  year,  showing  the  election  of  eighteen  new 
members  and  other  interesting  particulars  of  attendances 
at  meetings,  and  also  the  competitions  held.  The  trea- 
surer's report  showed  a  balance  of  £9  in  hand,  and  the 
prize  fund  box,  which  has  been  in  operation  since  March, 
has  accumulated  the  sum  of  £1 15s,,  which  is  to  be  used 


when  sufficient  has  been  obtained  for  the  purchase  of  a 
trophy  for  annual  competition.  A  competition  will  be 
held  on  July  12  at  EUesmere.  Mr.  W.  P.  Gilmore  has 
been  elected  captain.  Members  travelling  down  per 
11  55  p.m.  train  from  Lime-street  on  July  11.  The 
nomination  of  three  new  members,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman,  brought  a  most  enjoyable  meeting  to  a 
close. — RuDD. 

Bmnawiok  Brothers  Auirling  Sonletv  Cherry 
Tree.  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B.— We  had  a 
good  show  of  fish  on  Jnly  1,  when  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  C.  Parmeit'r,  roach  and  bream;  H.  Kelly, 
bream;  T.  Tuck»r,  roach;  A.  Robertson,  rnaoh  and 
bri^am  ;  acd  A.  Randall,  roach  and  brnam.  We  had  a 
very  busy  night  last  meeting.  Hope  1  thall  have  the 
pleasare  to  see  some  old  faces  next  meeting  night. — A. 
Robertson. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Burlington,  Burlington-road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — A  general  meeting,  well  attended, 
was  held  on  July  4.  The  angling  competition  having 
unfortunately  no  results,  it  was  decided  to  call  a  special 
committee  and  general  meeting  for  July  10  to  arrange 
another  outing  as  soon  as  possible.  No  other  business 
will  be  entered  into.  The  election  of  new  members 
nominated  at  the  last  meeting  was  confirmed. — J.  W. 
Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  E.— On  July  1  some  members  visited  the  Lea,  but 
did  not  gain  much  sport,  Messrs.  R.  Hubbard,  R.  Ander- 
son, and  W.  Webb  managing  to  lure  a  few  roach.  Mr. 
L.  Stephenson  had  a  splendid  show  of  bream  ;  also  Mr. 
C.  Hazard,  bream;  Mr.  J.  Baines,  bream;  and  Mr.  C. 
Wicks,  parch.  We  elected  an  honorary  member  last 
meeting  night  in  the  person  of  Mr.  E.  Loft,  sen.,  also  a 
working  member  the  week  before.  Please  note  the 
change  of  secretaryship. — E.  Argent. 

Camden  AngUng  Sodecy,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — On  July  1  we 
had  a  very  fair  show  of  fish  :  Messrs.  Cook,  roach  and  dace, 
61b  ;  A.  E.  Hoodless,  tench  and  roach;  Mann,  chub; 
Tayhir,  bream  ;  G  Uoway,  roach  ;  Fuller,  roach  ;  Parker, 
perch  and  dace ;  Goes,  bream ;  and  Whipps,  bream. — 
R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W  — Following  members  weighed-iu  on 
.Tuly  1  :  Messrs.  A.  Hardcastle,  roach  ;  W.  Fayers,  dace  ; 
J.  Breedon,  tench  ;  Sewell,  roich  and  dace  ;  R  Pigrum, 
tench ;  T.  Burrows,  tench  and  roach ;  W.  Hull,  perch. 
Oar  outing  takes  place  at  Langley  on  Jaly  8.  Leave 
Westbourne  Park  by  8.13,  or  any  train  after.  Thursday 
next  being  carnival  night,  there  will  be  no  meeting. — 
W.  B.  F. 

Clapham^  Junction   Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 

Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  second  day's 
outing  on  the  8th  inst.,  at  Amberley.  Tow-path  only  ; 
train  from  Clapham  Junction  8  27;  return  by  the  7.14 
Amberley.  On  the  let  inst.  Mr.  A.  Ward  weighed-in 
bream  and  roach,  101b.  lljoz.  (one  roach  15|oz.).  We 
have  nominated  two  working  members,  Messrs.  B.  Hackey 
and  J.  Edwards. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society.  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  Several  members 
weighed-in  fish  on  July  1.  Oa  July  8  we  fieh  our  own 
water  at  Byfieet  for  lapsed  prizes,  all  tiah  to  weigh.  I 
will  again  remind  members  about  the  Central  competition 
on  July  15,  and  those  that  require  tickets  of  entrance 
should  send  in  their  names  immediately. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
w«ld-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Monday  next  we 
have  a  visit,  and  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  has  promised  to 
attend  and  open  our  A.B.S.  box.  We  give  a  cordial 
welcome  to  all  friends  and  brother  anglers.  Members  are 
respectfully  notified.  We  fish  for  prizes  on  July  8.— T. 
Fadlkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.—  On 

July  1  we  had  a  very  poor  show  in,  the  only  ones  to 
weigh-in  being  Messrs.  G.  Percival,  bream;  E.  Baxter, 
bream  and  roach  ;  and  T.  Taylor,  roach.  I  hope  members 
are  not  forgetting  that  the  first  club  match  takes  place 
on  July  8,  in  the  Slough  Canal.  Conditions  are  as 
follows  :  Two  rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  bar  jack,  perch,  and 
eels  ;  Slough  Cottage  and  Veitch's  Pounds  the  limit.  To 
go  down  by  the  midnight  train  from  Westbourne  Park ; 
to  register  names  at  Slough  and  register  fish  not  later 
than  8.15  ;  return  by  the  8  53.  Members  can  go  down 
by  any  train  on  the  morning. — T.  Twyman, 

Cosy  Angling  Society.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  8.W.— Oa  July  1  Mr.  J.  T. 
White  weighed-in  roach.  We  have  an  outing  to  Shepper- 
ton  on  July  29  for  four  prizes,  from  the  ferry  to 
Weybridge. — J.  White. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  E.G.- On  July  1 
some  good  roach  were  shown  by  Mr.  Knox,  three  weighing 
21b.  Joz.,  lib.  12Joz.,  and  lib.  5Joz.,  and  one  bream, 
lib.  15oz.  Mr.  H.  Haines  weighed-in  about  101b., 
including  a  nice  brace  of  perch,  lib.  15Joz.  Our  July  outing 
will  take  place  at  Amberley  on  July  22  ;  go  where  you 
like.  At  our  last  meeting  (Mr.  J.  Macdonnell  in  the 
chair)  J.  Knight,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  elected  a  mem- 
ber. Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  H.  Haines,  J. 
Steadman,  and  E.  Wretton  for  their  services  on  behalf  of 
the  society.- G.  H.  Franklin. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C— On  July  1  Mr.  8yd  Cutburt 
weighed-in  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  John  Massey  had  roach 
and  carp ;  and  W.  Massey,  bream.  On  Tuesday  John 
Massey  and  E.  Marshall  had  a  good  show  of  roach. — W. 
Massey. 

Crystal  Palace  Biatrict  Angling  Society.— 

Headquarters  removed  from  Paxbon  Hotel,  Anerley-road, 


to  Alma  Hotel,  Church-road,  Upper  Norwood.  Club 
outing  arranged  for  July  16  to  Pulborough.— W.  A. 

NORVILL. 

<4«liton  Angling  Society.  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.- On  Jujy  1  Messrs  A.  Wild, 
A.  Morgan,  and  A.  Lloyd  h«,d  a  nice  show  of  roach  and 
dace,  Oq  July  3  a  fu'l  attendance,  when  it  was  dpc'dpd 
that  the  first  peggfd-diwn  match  of  the  season  should 
take  place  in  the  Chclmer  at  Little  Btddnw  for  seven 
prizes  on  Jnly  15,  mombers  to  travel  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Train  leavf  s  Liverpool-street  at  7  20. — 8.  Malby. 

Duchess  Angling  Sooiety,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S  B  —On  July  1,  Mr.  Montgomery, 
roaoh,  and  Mr.  Hockerday,  ditto ;  several  over  lib.— 

G.  F.  M. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Sooiet.v.  "the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park,- Od  July  1,  Mr.  A. 
Barretta  had  a  nice  show  of  bream  ;  Mr.  Jenkins,  chub ; 
Mr.  Jargett,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Barnes,  roach  and 
dace.  A  match  takes  place  on  Jnly  29,  open  to  all 
members. — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsiield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — The  second  outing  of  the  season  will 
take  place  on  July  8,  at  Hampton  Court;  river  only; 
boat,  bank,  or  weir;  three  prizes  are  offered;  train,  8  31 
from  Earlsfield,  returning  from  Hampton  Court  at  8.40. 
Our  previous  outing  was  not  a  great  success,  but  several 
members  had  a  good  show  during  the  week,  Mr.  Keepia 
landing  a  fine  barbel. — E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dnlwich  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich.— This  club  was  enrolled  on 
Monday  evening  at  the  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association.  Mr.  G.  Smith  brought  home  a  nice  show  of 
bream  from  Twickenham  on  Tuesday;  and  last  week 
Mr.  J.  Bannister  brought  from  Littlehampton  about  381b. 
of  bass.    Meeting  nights  Monday's,  9.30  p.m. — B.  D. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — "The  following  weighed-in  on 
Jnly  1 :  Messrs.  Wells,  roach  and  dace,  71b.  lloz. ;  Ash- 
more,  dace,  51b.  2Joz. ;  Phf  asy,  roach  and  dace,  31b.  8oz. ; 
Renoher,  fpi^cimen  dace,  8Joz  — T.  Biggs. 

Forest  Oate  Pi»catorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station 
Road,  Forest  Gate,  E. — The  above  society  has  removed 
to  more  central  headquarters  at  above  address.  Oar  first 
meeting  (Tuesday  night)  was  well  attended  ;  we  are  still 
making  new  members,  and  have  room  for  a  few  more. 
Our  match  on  July  1  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  Darell, 
first;  Mr.  F.  Caokett,  second;  H.    Creeke,  third.— 

H.  F.  C. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  some  good  roach  and  bream  weigh^d-in 
on  July  2  by  Messrs.  C.  ElHg,  C.  Slade,  and  C.  Stebbings, 
the  latter  having  a  splendid  hream  weighing  51b.  8oz. 
(another  for  the  collection).  We  compete  for  five  prizes 
at  Ware,  roving,  on  July  8.  Members  can  start  Saturday 
if  they  like. — W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Sooiety.  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.  W.  —  On  the  let 
Messrs.  James,  Ellins,  Mowl,  Verity,  Mitchell,  Bailey, 
and  Smithson  weighed-in.  The  third  was  our  quarterly 
night,  when  Mr.  Mowl  and  Mr.  Smithson  were  re-elected 
chairman  and  vice-chairman.  Members  must  clear  books 
before  July  8,  or  they  cannot  weigh-in.  They  can  pay  ia 
the  bar,  book  up  to  twelve  on  Saturday  night. — A.  W. 
Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Sooiety,  The  Grown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — Thirty-two  of  our  members  fished  at 
Cheshunt  for  eight  prizes.  They  were  all  taken,  Mr. 
Phillpot  being  first  with  a  bream,  31b.  There  was  a  good 
muster  on  Tuesday,  three  new  members  being  made  and 
two  propositions. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-read,  S.E. — The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on 
the  3rd  inst.,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  occupying  the  chair.  A 
new  member  was  nominated  by  Mr.  C.  Green.  The 
annual  summer  outing  was  arranged,  and  will  take  place 
on  Monday,  the  16th  inst.,  at  Hythe.  During  the  week 
Mr.  W.  Rich,  jan.,  weighed-in  121b.  7oz.  of  roach  and 
bream,  and  Mr.  E.  Stokes  71b.  8oz.  of  roach.— W.  K. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — On 
July  1  the  following  members  weighed-in  roaoh,  dace,  and 
perch  :  Messrs.  J.  Petrie,  J.  Armstrong,  S.  Warren,  G. 
Francis,  J.  Osborne,  and  C.  Randall.  Secretaries  who 
have  not  responded  to  Mr.  G.  Francis's  benefit  will  greatly 
oblige  by  doing  so  as  early  as  possible. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Hotel, 
London-street,  Greenwich.  —  We  started  at  our  new 
quarters,  The  Mitre,  twenty-five  members  being  present ; 
also  three  new  ones  made,  making  up  for  those  we  lost 
over  the  removal ;  Mr.  Neary,  the  proprietor,  making  us 
very  comfortable.  Next  Wednesday  night  we  settle  the 
prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season.  All  full  members  are 
particularly  requested  to  attend  early.  Mr.  Church  caught 
a  chub  of  2lb. ;  Mr.  Robinson,  a  tench  of  2Ib.  15oz. ;  and 
Mr.  Thurston,  a  roaoh  of  lib.  Icz.  Several  others  out, 
but  nothing  of  importance  caught  by  them. — J.  Dryden. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Quarterly  meeting  of  above  took  place, 
and  selection  of  officers.  The  match  arranged  for  July 
to  take  place  at  Welsh  Harp,  the  first  prize  (season  ticket 
given  by  the  proprietor  of  the  water.  Four  other  prizes 
in  proportion. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Harcot&rt  Angling  Sooiety,  Harcoort  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W. — We  had  a  nice  show  o  )  roach 
again  on  July  1,  and  we  were  very  pleased  to  see  them.  I 
only  hope  the  good  luck  will  last,  but  I  am  afraid  a  good 
start  means  a  bad  finish.  We  are  making  new  members 
every  wee3[,  and  are  going  strong.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Yo  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road. — On  July  1,  Mr. 
Russell  bad  a  nice  show  of  roach.  On  July  8  we  go  to  St. 
Margaret's  in  the  Dead  Pound  ;  all  members  to  go  by  the 
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8.3  from  Liverpool-street  j  start  fishing  from  9  30,  leave 
off  six  o'clock;  show  fish  at  6  30,  Eiilway  Inn.  Will 
members  attend  Wednesday  next  ?— H.  Baqshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.— Some  good  fish 
have  been  recorded  lately.  Mr.  T.  F.  Ward  has  had  a 
carp  of  31b.  14 'z  ,  and  Mr.  F.  A.  C^ray  another  of  41b.  4^12. 
Mr  S.  Stone,  amongst  a  nice  bag  from  the  club  water, 
had  a  roach  of  11.  6  'Z.  Mr.  Gehrling  got  amongst  the 
barbel  and  chnb  on  the  Thames,  the  pick  of  the  basket  of 
221b.  being  a  chub  3lb.  4J  z  ,  and  a  barbel  41b  7oz.  Th-i 
bream,  too,  hive  shown  np  well,  Messrs.  C.  Siholefield 
with  two  over  41b.  apiece  ;  Mr  F.  Barry,  another  brao?, 
61b.  12oz.  and  41b.  l^oz  ;  and  Mr.  G.  West  with  several 
from  61b.  15?  z.  downwards,  making  a  very  creditable 
list.    Mr.  W.  Jelks  also  weighed-in  a  21b.  730z.  chnb.— 

E.  Wymer. 

Boston  Brothers  Anglintf  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  B.— On  July  1,  Mr.  J. 
Wiltshire  saved  ns  from  a  Ijlank.  The  annual  dinner  of 
the  above  society  takes  place  on  July  8  at  the  Bull  Inn, 
Ware.    Dinner  on  table  at  two  o'clock  sharp. — Johnny. 

Islingtcn  Brothera  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canopbury-road.  —  The  following  wtighed-in  on 
July  1 :  Mr.  Howard,  bream  ;  Mr.  Perry,  roach.  Others 
were  out,  but  had  no  sport.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
B.  Challis  in  the  chair,  when  one  new  member  was  elected, 
and  our  delegate  gave  in  his  report  from  the  Central 
Association.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B.  — The 
annual  dinners  wiU  take  place  at  Mr.  J.  Lyndsell's,  Pied 
Bull,  Stanstead,  Herts.,  on  Wednesday,  July  11,  and 
July  15.  Those  who  intend  being  present  at  the  weekday 
dinner  please  inform  me  not  later  than  July  8,  and  for  the 
Sunday  dinner  not  later  than  July  11.  Six  out  of  the 
seven  prizes  offered  for  competition  on  July  1  and  4  were 
taken  — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Eosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — The  members  of  the  above 
socifty  started  their  fiist  competition  on  July  1,  when 
several  had  a  fair  take  of  fish.  J.  W.  Freeman  bad  a  nice 
take  of  bream  and  roach,  the  best  roach  being  lib.  loz. ; 
J.  Hawkins  coming  next  with  a  good  take  of  roach ;  and 

F.  Crowther  runniug  third  with  roach.  On  Tuesday  last 
we  made  another  mimber. — W  Freeman. 

Iiimehouse  Fiscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel,  B. 
— Since  the  opening  a  good  numbar  of  members  have  been 
out,  and  althouga  no  heavy  tikes  have  been  recorded,  the 
fish  weighed  in  have  been  in  (?ood  condition.  Mr.  Cloake 
has  had  roach  and  bream  ;  Eialey,  bream  ;  Bones,  roach, 
bream,  and  barbel;  Wells,  roach  (bjst  lib.  2|jz)  and 
bream;  Smith,  roach  and  bream;  Pearson,  roach.  Dace 
and  eels  have  also  been  taken,  the  latter  up  to  Jib.  The 
first  monthly  prize  outing  commences  Sch  inst.  Our  best 
thanks  are  due  to  the  gentlemen  who  at  the  last  meeting 
offered  further  prizes  for  specimen  tench,  rudd,  ana 
barbel.  Members  are  r*  quested  to  note  alteration  of 
meeting  night  to  Wednesday. — E.  J.  Wells. 

JUinooln  Angling  aociacy.  Metropolitan,  Win- 
obeater-street,  Pentonville-road,  N. — On  July  1  the 
following  weighed-in  fish:  Messrs.  Webber,  roach  and 
perch;  Biggs,  roach  and  bream;  Clark,  Cook,  Briley, 
Sturman,  Farr,  and  Cordwell,  having  roach,  dace,  and 
chnb.  The  bilance-sheet  for  la8t_  quaiter  proved  the 
club  to  be  in  a  good  financial  condition.  Mr.  Hornfeck 
was  elected  a  working  member. — W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  iiee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — Wo  have  had  some  nice  rain,  which  has 
cOQsiderably  improved  the  prospects  of  fly  fishing  for  trout, 
and  some  of  the  membars  have  had  g  lod  sport  here  and 
there.  I  am  not  allowed  to  say  where  the  best  fishing  has 
been  obtained,  as  good  waters  on  previous  reports  have 
simply  been  overrun  and  spoiled  ;  so  no  wonder  anglers  are 
strongly  opposed  to  having  the  water  given  away,  and 
this  association  suffers  to  this  day  through  their  having 
pubjicly  stated  where  the  best  sport  has  been  had.  Even 
now,  if  we  obtain  pcsrmission  for  our  members  to  have  a 
day's  fishing  on  any  special  water  the  owner  is  pestered 
by  applications  from  other  clubs  unt  il ,  in  despair,  he  closes 
the  water  to  all.  This  has  happened  in  the  cise  of  one 
speciilly  good  lake  quite  recently. — Ed.  Woolfall. 

North  Iiondon  Angling  Society,  Eisicg  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  Juue  24  Mr.  W. 
Stretch  was  the  only  member  to  weigh-in  with  roach,  the 
heaviest  fish  lib.  Sjoz.    On  July  2,  W.  Stretch,  H.  Ford, 

G.  Hellicir  weighed-in  dace;  Mr.  Hellicar's  heaviest  8J  z. 
The  next  return  visit  on  the  Cierkenwell  and  District 
Visiting  List  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  July  16 
This  being  the  first  visit  at  our  new  quarters,  I  hope  that 
the  clubs  on  the  list  will  respond  and  make  it  a  success. — 

H.  Stretch. 

OgXander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.E. — On  July  1  three 
members  weighed-in,  and  so  the  two  prizes  were  taken  by 
Mr.  T.  Moyier  and  Mr.  W.  Moyler.  Mr.  Day  also  had 
some  roach  and  dace.  We  have  a  competition  on  July  8, 
at  Tonbridge,  and  expect  a  big  attenoance.  I  have  been 
compelled  to  resign  the  secretaryship  owing  to  business 
pressure.  Mr.  Morgan  wis  elected  unanimously  as  the 
new  secretary.— W.  B.  Nayler. 

Original  Alexanarib  angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green — On  July  1 
Mr.  A.  fiirch  weigneJ-ia  lljlb.  roach  and  dice.  We  have 
an  outing  on  July  15  at  Amb  jrley  ;  this  has  to  be  con- 
firmed on  Wednesday  next,  which  is  also  general  meeting 
night.  Two  new  members  elected  on  Wednesday,  and  two 
more  do  (vn  for  election.  Important  business  for  Wednes- 
day next. — G.  Barnes. 

Original  CUrkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Codch  and  Horses,  St.  John's-lane,  Cierkenwell. — On 
July  1  only  two  prizes  were  taken  :  Mr.  Freeman,  first, 
perch;  Mr.  Booth,  second,  perch.  Several  others  weighed 


in,  but  did  not  have  the  required  weight.  Rsmaining 
prizes  will  be  fished  off  cn  the  8th. — A.  H. 

fhoenlz  AugLinif  aooioty.The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-strfiet,  N.W.— Our  brake  outing  to  Harefield  on  July  1 
went  off  very  well.  Fish  were  not  very  numerous.  Two 
prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Bouffler  and  Carr.  The 
prize  left  is  to  be  fished  for  on  July  8,  same  place. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Pisi^atorials,  Qaeen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road.  N  W.— Oa  Juiy  1  the  fo  lowing  weighed- 
in  :  W.  Brind,  T.  Fisher,  J.  Yule,  W.  Payne,  and  J. 
Taylor.  On  July  3  we  took  our  return  visit  on  the  A.  A. 
list,  which  was  a  complete  fiasco.  The  details  are  :  fourteen 
persons  in  the  room,  all  told;  three  clubs  represented ; 
total  in  the  box  after  coU-otion  (from  the  said  fourteen), 
7s.  6d.  ;  paid  to  the  pianist  for  services  (from  the  funds  of 
the  society).  5s.    Oh,  what  a  record  !— Geo  Keene. 

Ro^al  George  Angling  society  Qu«en's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square.— On  July  1,  we  had  a  nice 
show  of  fish  on  our  trays  by  the  following  members  : 
Messrs.  Pope,  W.  Harris,  Trotter,  Longland  and  Lewis. 
Our  delegate,  Mr.  Holder,  gave  his  report  from  the  Central, 
which  was  well  received.  We  elected  another  working 
member. — J.  Gibbons. 

B>oyal  Oak  Angling  Society.  Cobom  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow,  B.— On  July  1  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  G.  Bond,  roach  ;  W.  Fisshaw,  roach.  iWe  fish 
a  match  on  July  15  for  five  prizes,  from  Eye  House  stone 
bridge  to  St.  Margaret's  Bridge.  All  fish  heaviest  gross 
weights.  Members  must  be  clear  on  the  books,  and  only 
members  that  have  given  a  prize. — F.  Pi(;natelli._ 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Rising  Bun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington-oross. — The  following  weighed-in  some 
nice  shows  of  fish  on  July  1  :  Messrs.  S.  Cooper,  barbel, 
roach,  and  chnb;  A.  Brent,  barbel  and  roach  ;  J.  DjvIs, 
barbel  and  roach ;  and  H.  Allan,  bream  and  roach.  Will 
members  please  note  that  we  fish  our  July  series  of  prizes 
at  Amberley  on  July  8.  Train  6.55,  London  Bridge.— 
J.  r.  Leighton. 

Second  Surrey  Auglin?  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.  —  On  July  1 
Mr.  Wright  had  a  grand  tench ;  Mr.  Hulbert,  rudd. 
Hope  members  will  turn  up  in  full  force. — W.  B. 

feilv«r  Trout  Am^iiug  Societji,  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  July  3  Mr.  Jupp 
was  elected  as  an  honorary  member,  and  Mr.  E.  Jacobs  as 
a  working  member,  and  Mr.  Shelley  was  proposed  as  a 
working  member.  On  July  8  our  first  outing  for  silver, 
cup  tabes  place  at  Yalding. — E  Smith. 

South  Bermondsi.  Club  aud  Institute  Fis^a- 
toinals,  Eotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Oar  monthly  out- 
ing took  place  on  July  1,  With  the  following  result:  Mr. 
P.  AUum,  first,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  T.  Whichelow, 
second,  roach  and  dace  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Castin,  third,  dace  ; 
Messrs.  Davies  and  Byers  also  weighed-in  roach  and  dace. 
—J  H.  Davies 

Stepney  angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Ehodeswell- 
road,  Limehouse. — Our  members  were  very  unsucoissful 
on  July  1  in  the  match  at  Digenham ;  only  one  metnber 
managed  to  oitsh  the  lib.  limit  of  fish  (J.  Mjrrish). 
Others  not  in  mitch  had  fine  catches. — W.  Beathe. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Heaa,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — The  match  at  Burnt  Mill  was  not  a 
success  as  far  as  the  fishing  was  concerned,  only  one 
member  of  the  twenty-five  who  competed  taking  the 
requisite  weight  of  fish,  Mr.  Eyke  thereby  taking  first 
prize,  the  other  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  the  usual 
conditions.  The  first  jick  of  the  season  was  weighed-in  by 
Mr.  Alec  Pdin  on  Tuesday  last,  4^  b.  M'-.  Eyke  also 
weighed-in  chub  and  dace  on  that  day.  Mr.  Eichard  0  wen 
has  been  elected  an  hon.  member  of  the  society.— 
Tommy 

isund'al  Aaglin?  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King'a- 
street.  Hammersmith. — On  July  1  we  had  our  brake 
outing  to  Uxbridge,  for  prizes:  M.  Adans,  Ist ;  L. 
Holmes.  2Qd;  T.  Thorpe,  3rd;  J.  Phelps,  4th  ;  H.  Brace, 
5th.  M.  Adans  also  takes  heavi»st  roach  and  best  fish 
priz9s.  Mr.  C.  F.  Pourles  had  one  bream  from  Eichmond, 
lib.  14Joz  — C.  E.  Lock. 

Waithamsto'vr  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Our  club  has  an  out- 
iug  on  July  22  to  Burnt  MUl.  Anglers  to  sign  book  at  the 
station.  Our  members  are  organising  a  benefit  on  behalf 
of  our  scalesman,  Mr.  Guddard,  sen.  Mr.  Barker,  our 
late  treasurer,  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Jones  the 
vice-chair  on  that  occasion,  and  we  hope  to  receive  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all  concerned. — W.  Callcut. 

Walworth  Waltonlana  Angling  aociesy,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B.— Mr. 
J.  Hammond  saved  us  from  a  blank  in  the  last  competition, 
winnicg  the  first  prize  with  some  nice  roach.  The  lapsed 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  July  8  ;  same  conditions. — W. 
Wrat. 

Wandsworth  Pisoatorials  Winning  Post,  Sou  h- 
street,  Waudsworth.— On  July  1  Mr.  Withey  weighed-in  a 
nice  lot  of  dace.  On  the  4h  we  had  a  good  mas'er.  lam 
glad  to  see  they  are  beginning  to  wake  up.  We  have  a 
special  meeting  on  the  11th,  to  transact  important 
bu  iaess. — C.  Beale. 

Weilingxon  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— We  had  a  good  muster 
at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday.  It  was  decided  to  fish  for 
the  prizes  left  over  from  last  outirg  at  Shalford  on  July  8 ; 
conoiiioDS  as  last  competition.  1  have  much  pleasure  in 
stating  that  the  stle  of  fishing  tackle  on  bebalc  of  the 
widow  of  our  deceased  member,  Mr.  Bodeli,  was  a 
complete  success,  thanks  to  all  the  members  of  the  above 
society. — W.  Cox. 

Wedlock  Angb'n?  Society,  Eydon  Arms,  !New 
North-road,  N.— On  July  8  we  have  a  match  at  Amberley 
(roving),  for  four  prizes.  We  had  a  grand  show  of  class 
fish  cn  the  1st.  weighed-in  by  the  following  :  Mr.  Lee, 
bream ;  Mr.  Eenn,  roach ;  Mr.  Styman,  bream ;  Mr. 
Harden,  perch;  Mr.  Wood,  roach;  and  Mr.  Harman, 


roach.  We  hive  a  speoiil  prize  of  lOs.  61.  for  the  moat 
roach  of  8  >z  aud  up  wards  dario?  S'^as  m.—H  Heib. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N.— Mr.  Anderson  weighnd  in  lllb.  7oz.  of  chub; 
Mr.  Lumby,  101b.  of  riich  and  31n.  of  dice;  Mr.  Gerken, 
6lb.  8  ,z.  of  bream.— Ali-rei)  G.  Hill. 

Wesc  Ham  Brotners  Angnag  Society,  Ooaoh 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Oar  m-imbers  were 
out  on  July  1,  and  the  followiog  weigheJ-in  fi<h  :  Messrs. 
R.  Pethurst,  G.  B  jwh,  E.  Pumnell,  J.  Newton,  J. 
Newton,  sen.,  P.  Horner,  roach  and  dice.  I  wish  to 
remind  our  members  that  it  is  our  m  mthly  meeting  night 
on  Wednesdiy  next,  July  11.— E  LowrHBR. 

Wesc  London  AngJing  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.- Our  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  club 
house  on  June  28,  Mr.  W.  H.  BIsmore,  president,  occu- 
pying the  chair,  and  Mr.  Edgar  the  vice-chvir.  A  strong 
muster  of  members  aud  friends  asiembl-d  to  enjiy  the 
good  repast  supplied  by  the  host,  Mr.  Eobert  Dean.  The 
usual  toasts  were  proposed  and  responded  to,  interspersed 
with  harmonic  selections,  and  the  distribution  of  prizes 
won  for  the  pist  season  took  place.  The  members 
presented  our  president  with  a  gold  mounted  coin  for  hia 
watch  chain,  and  a  gold  mounted  coin  brooch  for  Mrs. 
Elsmore  as  a  token  of  their  esteem.  Several  donations 
were  promised  for  the  ensuing  season. — J.  J.  Hi  ntkr. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plnmstead.— On  June  27  several 
of  our  members  booked  out,  with  good  results.  Mr.  P. 
Cresswell,  barbel  (largest  61b.  14|oz  ),  barbel,  4lb.  Gioz., 
and  a  good  show  of  other  fish  on  the  same  day;  Mr. 
G.  H.  Eobinson,  barbel  (largest  41b.  14ioz.),  and  several 
others  on  July  1 ;  Mr.  H.  Garland,  a  splendid  show  of 
dace ;  Mr.  F.  Cresswell  weighed-in  one  barbel,  71b.  5oz., 
on  July  1,  one  barbel,  51b,,  and  a  good  show  of  barbel 
between  3lb.  and  4lb.— J.  Wensley. 


^offings  bp  f^e  i^ap. 

Mr.  Tom  Pedley  (of  the  Lychnobite  A.S  ),  in  company 
wiih  several  friends,  has  h-.ea  haviag  g)od  sport  at 
Holywell  Ferry.    Mr.  Soard  showed  them  the  ropes. 


The  secretary  of  the  Social  Brothers  A. 8.,  whose 
meetings  are  held  at  the  Prince  Eegent,  Dulwich-road, 
S  E  )  sends  a  oird  setting  fortn  the  lut  of  "  fixtures  "  for 
the  current  season.  There  are  thirty-one  prizes  to  be 
fished  for— specimen  fish,  fresh  and  salt  Witer,  but  the 
first  three  enumerated  are  for  "  gross  weight."  Of 
course,  clubs  may  fish  for  gross  weight  if  they  choose,  but 
it  is  very  gratifying  to  hear  from  secretaries,  "  We  fish  for 
specimen  fish  only." 

I  HAD  and  still  have  an  idea  of  visiting  the  Paris 
Exhibition,  but  I  think  I  shall  wait  till  August  19.  I 
cannot  run  very  fist  now,  but  should  not  miod  entering 
for  the  "  gentle"  race.  The  following  is  from  Le  Tempi 
(Paris) :  "  Sports  of  the  most  bizarre  character,  such  as 
snail  races  and  crab  races,  have  been  held  before  now. 
A  group  of  anglers  at  Choisy-le-E  )i  hive  hit  upon  another 
— a  gentle  race.  A  placard  posted  in  the  neighbouring 
villages  annouccas  the  contest  in  vague  terms,  which 
incredse  the  biz<rrtrie.  It  siys:  'A  fishing  competition, 
for  members  only,  will  be  held  on  Aug.  19,  at  the  Frte 
of  Choisy,  with  a  race  for  gentles  two  yards  long.'  " 
 >♦«■»<  

"  Honour  to  whom  honour  is  due."  For  close  on  thirty 
years  I  h*ve  baen  intimitely  ooanected  with  Mr.  N.  W. 
Oviitt,  an  angler  of  the  first  water.  Not  only  acglers 
met  to  do  him  honour  on  Monday  evening  last,  at  the 
Victory  Club,  but  crowds  of  other  club  members- 
Shepherds,  "  BuSs,"  Eadicals,  Conservatives,  et  hoc 
genus  omnes.  As  a  slight  recognition  of  Mr.  0«iatt]s 
indefatigable  work  in  South  London,  especially  for  his 
efforts  in  securing  a  home  for  deserving  convalescents,  he 
was  entertsined  at  a  grand  smoking  concert.  Mr  B.  W. 
Bowers,  J  P..  presided,  and  in  his  own  inimitable  way, 
presented  "N.W.O.  "  with  a  splendid  gold  watch,  suit- 
ably inscribed,  and  an  illuminated  address. 


Mr  Oviatt  is  the  president,  delegate,  and  treasurer  of 
the  "Victory"  Club,  and  Mr.  Bowers,  on  behalf  of  all 
present,  spoke  very  feelingly  of  the  respect  and  esteem_  in 
which  he  was  held.  Mr.  Oviatt  responded  as  only  Oviatt 
could  respond.  For  polishing  off  business,  accaptiog  or 
refusing  "encores,"  &o.,  commend  me  to  Mr.  Bowere. 
Then  followed  Mr.  B.  J.  Hall  (a  born  orator),  Messrs. 
Puxty,  Tiplady,  F.  Davies,  Hicks,  Ash,  Sidler,  and 
Buchanan,  all  of  whom  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  the 
"  Gaest  of  the  evening."  A  right  happy  and  merry 
meeting  it  was.  I  may  say  that  "  Buchanan  "  was  not 
the  only  brand  samp'.ed. 


The  smart  little  green-covered  "  Angler's  Eecord  "  is 
again  to  hand,  and  is.  as  usual,  full  of  interesting  matter, 
e  p  ciill>  tjthe  Leeds  Amalgamation.  Who  said '•  Eats  " 
H»-re  is  a  "  par  "  from  the  "  Angler-Nituralist's  "  c  jlumn  : 
"  Eats  which  have  once  been  grippt-d  by  a  pike  rarely 
appear  to  recover.  They  may  n  t  uufrequenciy  be  found 
dead  iu  the  weeds,  bearing  evident  marks  of  the  fish'a 
teeth;  and  one  very  large  brown  rat  which  I  thus  found 
had  the  head  and  fore  pare  of  the  boJy  crushed  almost  flat 
by  the  pressure  to  which  it  had  been  satjictt-d.  The 
marvel,  however,  is  not  that  these  animals  should  often  die 
of  their  ioiuries,  but  that  they  should  ever  succeed  in 
escaping  from  the  triple  chevam:  de  frise  with  which  the 
jaws  of  the  pike  are  armed.   Pike  will  attack  both  the 


land  and  water-rat ;  occasionally  pouching  them,  but  more 
frequently  teachirg  them  as  in  the  case  of  the  toad,  which 
it  snaps  up,  hut  iratantly  spits  out  again." 

An  advertisement  appears  in  our  columns  asking  for 
barbel  to  rettock  the  river  Wey.  The  Guildford  Angling 
Society  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  restore  this 
picturesque  bit  of  water  to  its  former  character,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  Secretary  Rice  will  be  successful. 
 >  *  »  *  <  

In  ooneequence  of  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of 
August  falling  on  Bank  Holiday,  the  executive  of  the 
Central  Association  have  decided  to  hold  the  next  delegate 
meeting  on  Monday,  Sept.  3. 


Many  besides  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  will  be  interested  to  learn  that  Mr.  George  Read 
Clarke's  son,  Frank,  is  entering  the  holy  bonds  of 
matrimony.  I  am  sure  my  readers  will  join  me  in  heartily 
wishing  the  young  couple  every  happiness  and  prosperity. 
'Time  and  space  would  fail  me  were  I  to  try  to  enumerate 
the  many  useful  and  appropriate  presents  made  by  a  goodly 
circle  of  friends  and  relations,  but  I  was  particularly 
struck  with  Dr.  do  Souza's  gift  of  a  very  handsome  set  of 
dish-covers.  The  rest  I  must  leave  to  the  imagination  of 
my  readers  to  dish-cover.  I  can  only  say  that  "  Drag" 
has  sent  on  a  carver  (knife  and  fork),  and  finds  that  seven- 
teen others  have  done  ditto.  May  thev  have  something  to 
carve  is  my  sincerett  wish,  as  Frank  is  a  good  fisherman 
and  a  gentleman.  ' 

 >  >  .  ♦<  

"  Inquisitive  "  wants  to  know  the  best  time  and 
bpst  place  to  go  for  the  best  and  most  accessible  fishing 
This  IS  a  bit  of  a  poser,  and  I  should  not  feel  equal  to 
the  task  of  answering  him,  but  Mr.  Longley,  of  23 
Tbornfield-road,  London,  W..  happens  to  have  sent  sixty- 
eight  of  his  excellent  penny  holidav  guidns.  The  cost 
is  only  one  penny,  or,  post  free  1  Jd.  It  seems  only 
tair  that  instead  of  quoting  Mr.  Longley's  reliable  informa- 
tion to  refer  "  Inquifitive  "  to  these  admirable  little 
boots.  They  cover  the  whole  of  the  Unifed  Kingdom 
and  the  Channel  Islands,  are  full  of  just  that  informa- 
tion about  each  locality,  and  illustrations  of  just  what 
visitors  most  want  to  fes.  A  few  of  the  beet  known 
holiday  resorts  described  by  Mr.  Longley  are  :  The  Channel 
Islands,  North  Wales,  the  Giant's  Causewav,  Southend- 
on-Sea.  Scarboroueh,  Glasgow,  Lulworth,  Sunningdale 
Virginia  Waters,  Inverness  and  the  Central  Highlands' 
the  Potteries,  the  Orkneys  and  Shetlands,  &o.  ' 

 >  »  t  ♦  <  . 

I  SAID  Mr.  Longley's  guides  covered  the  whole  of  the 
United  Kingdom;  but  if  "Inquisitive"  prefers  to  go 
further  afield,  he  will  be  well  advised  to  consult  the  hand- 
books on  Norway,  Sweden,  Amsterdam,  its  environs  the 
Rhine,  Brussels,  and  others.  The  information  given  in 
each  of  these  handy  books  may  be  relied  on  as  up-to-date 
and  practical.  Fishing  is  by  no  means  siven  a  back  seat, 
and  in  most  of  the  guides  most  useful  information  is  given 
as  to  the  best  fishing  and  how  to  get  to  it  in  each  locality 
although  they  do  not  profess  to  be  "  angling  guides."  ' 

 >  »  »  *  <  

Salmon,  trout,  grayling,  and  even  the  humble  little 
gudgeon  are  mt  to  be  despised  as  food,  but  when  I  read 
that  a  61b.  barbel,  taken  at  Sonning,  was  "promptly 
cnoked  and  eaten  "—why,  I  think  chub  would  be  prefer- 
able. If  you  want  to  know  what  chub  tastes  like  ask  the 
Amateur  Angler."  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  was 
Mrs.  Glass,  or  Francatelli.  or  Soy  who  said  chub,  when 
properly  "  cooked,  tasted  like  stewed  flannel ! 

Mb.  E.  M.  Tod  sends  me  a  cutting  from  which  it 
appears  that  a  reservoir  at  Hawick  is  "  swarming  "  with 
minnows.  During  the  month  5900  had  been  taken  out. 
It  is  also  "swarming"  with  weeds,  which  make  the  water 
taste  bad.  Thesa  weeds  are  to  come  out,  but  the 
minnows  might  be  left  in  ;  or  how  would  it  be  to  turn 
them  into  the  Tweed?  I  think  the  salmon  would  not 
object.  By  the  way,  two  Chester  fishermen,  on  July  2 
caught  100  salmon  in  two  hauls  of  the  net.  ' 
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island  for  five  years,  A  la  Robinson  Crusoe,  and  were 
allowed  to  take  ten  books  with  yon,  which  would  you 
choose  ?  Mind,  they  must  be  books  that  you  can  read  and 
eojoy  for  five  jears,  and  not  books  that  will  amuse  you  for 
a  tew  minutes  and  then  be  thrown  away."  The  editor 
ruminated  and  decided  to  consult  the  Moonshine  readers 
and  see  what  fheir  ideas  were  on  the  subject.  He  also 
decided  to  offer  a  guinea  as  an  acknowledgement  of  the 
trouble  involved  in  compiling  the  list,  and  this  little 
honorarium  will  go  to  the  competitor  sending  in  the  best 
list.  Ihe  best  ten  volumes,  if  I  were  asked,  I  should  say 
would  be  the  last  ten  years  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  By  the 
way,  Moonsme  under  the  new  regime  is  Sunshine  as  well 
a,s  Moonsh  i  ne.  The  history  of  the  paper  may  be  had  for  the 
asking  in  the  shape  of  a  pamphlet  with  a  cover  piscatorially 
decorated  and  bearing  the  aphorism,  "  There  are  as  many 
good  fish  m  the  sea  as  ever  came  out  of  it."  The  new 
.the  paper  are  at  50  and  52,  Ludijate-hill,  E  C. 
bhould  this  be  the  means  of  gaining  the  handsome  prize  of 
one  guinea  it  will  be  devoted  to  the  fund  devoted  to  the 
M  m''J"^t^-  ,«"l<^»e'-8  returning  from  South  Africa,  jclept, 
The  Fishmg  Gazette  Tolacoo  Fund  "  <  J    f  > 


[July  7,  1900 


Me.  S.  Moeby  (of  the  Piscatorial  Society)  has  been 
having  grand  sport  with  tench.  The  venue  was  a  privatn 
lake  near  Edenbridge.  He  tells  me  that  these  "fight" 
well.  This  is  the  month  par  excellence  for  teach. 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  are  setting  uo  a  tench  of 
41b.  4Joz.,  caught  by  a  member  of  the  Swindon  Golden 
Carp  Angling  Association  in  private  water  at  Savernake. 

I  HAVE  bean  experimenting  with  a  new  preparation 
warranted  to  do  a  lot  of  things.  They  call  it  "  Eucalyne  " 
(you  clean— should  have  been  I  clean) ;  anyway,  it  does  the 
trick.  Boy  got  hold  of  it.  and  in  the  twinkling  of  a  jack- 
daw's padlash  had  polished  up  all  the  old  rods  and  tackle. 
It  fetches  up  the  lacquered  work  Al.  When  he  had 
finished  the  gear  he  started  on  the  sticks  (furniture)  and 
my  eye,  wasn't  Mrs.  "Drag"  delighted.  I  reckon  a 
flhi'ling  spent  on  a  bottle  of  "  Eucalyne  "  is  about  the  best 
investment  I  know  of.  Order  it  from  any  chemist  or 
storekeeper. 

 >♦«♦<  

The  June  issue  of  the  Poster  Magazine  contains  a  neat 
reproduction  of  Mellin'a  poster,  in  which  are  depicted  two 
monks,  brothers  of  the  rod,  in  whose  lurch  basket  an 
infant  has  been  deposited  in  place  of  the  edibles  for  which 
they  are  looking.  The  poster  show  at  the  Crvstal  Palace 
18  exhaustively  treated  in  an  article  by  Edgar  Weclock. 
 >  »  » ♦<  

The  editor  of  Moonshine  was  conversing  with  a  friend 
recently,  and  the  following  qnefction  was  propounded : 

Supposing  you  were  going  to  he  banished  to  a  desert 


Mb.  C.  Birch,  proprietor  of  the  Gaorge  Inn,  Shefford 
has  had  some  fine  takes  of  roach,  some  of  the  fish  goinir 
IJlb.  each,  and  dace  lljin.  in  length. 

To  A  Home-Made  Fly. 
Oh  !  gay  spot  of  bright  confection. 

Outcome  of  artistic  brain. 
Let  me  charge  your  high  complexion 
Once  again. 

Hooks  and  fur  with  wax  and  feather 

Blended  cunningly  in  one  ; 
Proud  relations  asked  together, 

"  How's  it  done  ?  ■' 
It  had  handsome  tails  in  plenty. 

Peacock,  rainbow,  many-hued ; 
Le?8  I  added  close  on  twenty, 

Firmly  glued. 
Wings  of  purple  all  around  it. 

Body  gilt  and  azure  blue. 
And  I  murmured  as  I  bound  it, 

"  This  will  do  !  " 
Entomologists,  astounded. 

Asked  what  name  it  answered  best : 
Plea  or  fly  ?  or  moth  confounded 

With  the  rest  ? 
So  I  took  it  to  the  river, 

Took  my  ncb'.e  prices  of  flies  ; 
Hoping,  trembling,  all  a-quiver 

For  a  rise. 
And  it  swooped  with  humming  cheeiful 

Like  a  brilliant  bird  of  prey. 
But  the  fish  with  glances  fearful 

Swam  away  ! 
For  an  hour  I  lashed  the  water. 

Every  cast  released  a  wing. 
Till  I  felt  I'd  like  to  s'aughter 

Everything. 
Hence  these  remnants,  diaggled,  dreary. 

Sodden,  batteiecl,  strangely  mixed; 
For  the  colours  once  eo  cheery 

Were  not  fi:red. 
Oh  !  gay  spot  of  bright  confection, 

Outcome  of  artistic  brain. 
Let  me  change  your  high  complexion 
Once  again  !  Key  ptos. 


How's  this  ?  It  is  from  America,  of  course. 
"  Sitka,  Alaska.— A  mammoth  tea  lion  created  much 
excitement  this  afternoon.  The  animal  came  ashore  and 
walked  up  Mair-street,  biting  off  all  the  cast-iron  lamp- 
posts  along  the  way.  He  was  shot  at  with  Nord^nfjldt 
guns,  but  the  bullets  glanced  harmlessly  fn  m  his  bide. 
When  he  reached  Cramp's  Restaurant  a  sandwich  of  the 
proprietor's  best  bread  was  flung  to  the  now  raging  beast 
It  took  a  single  bite,  broke  out  all  its  front  teeth,  gave  a 
roar  that  broke  all  the  windows  within  a  radius  of  nineteen 
miles,  and  then  took  to  the  water,  shaping  a  course  to  the 
southward." 
Oh,  tell  me  where  is  fancy  bred  ! 


The  following  story  is  told  of  a  venerable  American 
judge.  The  other  day,  while  holding  the  circuit  couit  he 
grew  weary  cf  the  endless  tonguea  of  attorneys,  and  call- 
ing a  bailiff,  said  huskily,  "  Go  over  to  the  Hole  in  the 
Wall  and  bring  me  a  drink  of  whisky."  The  bailiff 
disappeared,  and  returned  shortly  with  an  inch  and  a  half 
of  corn  juice  in  a  glass,  enough  for  any  Christian  man, 
but  not  sufficient  for  an  Alabama  judiciary  system.  "  Go 
back  "  growled  the  judge,  "and  tell  Hagerty  to  send  me  a 
drink— a  drink  of  whisky."  The  bailiff  disappeared  again, 
and  returned  a  second  time  with  a  tumbler  brimming  full. 
"Ah,"  said  the  wearer  cf  ermine.  "  that  is  a  crink  '  But 
what  (wiping  his  lips)  did  he  Eay  P  "  "  Oh,  he  didn't  say 
a°ytln»».  jour  honour  !  "  replied  the  bailiff,  blushing. 

Oh,  yes,  he  must  have  made  some  remark  '  Now  what 
did  he  say  ?  "  "Well,  I  don't  like  to  tell  you,  your 
honour.  Go  on  ;  tell  me  exactly  what  he  said  '  "  com- 
nnanded  ihe  judge.  "Well,  your  honour,"  drawled  out 
the  bailiff,  '  he  said,  '  I  sent  him  a  drink  of  whisky  at 
first.    I  didn't  know  the  old  fool  wanted  a  bath  ' '  " 


bis  weakness  strong  and  plenty  of  it.  He  wag  fully  alive 
to  his  weakness,  and  tried  times  out  of  number  to  break 
off  his  degrading  habit;  but,  alas!  it  was  too  powerful 
tor  him,  and  I  don't  think  he  would  ever  have 
given  up  the  accursed  drink  if  he  had  not 
chanced  to_  go  to  live  on  a  irout  stream  just  below 
where  a  whisky  distillery  turned  its  refuse  into  the  water. 
Ihe  trout  just  fought  and  jostled  each  other  like  mad  to 
get  to  the  outlet  from  the  distillery,  and  Rab  noticed  this 
and  It  gave  him  a  subject  for  meditation.  In  the  end  he 
signed  the  pledge  that  never  another  drop  of  whisky 
would  he  dnok  as  long  as  he  lived.  And  he  kept  his  word 
too  and  used  to  get  ODmfortably  drunk  on  fried  trout 
instead. 


Fish  getting  pdsoned  by  taking  too  much  disinfectant 
mixture  round  Darling  Harbour.  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  puts 
one  in  mind  of  a  Scotch  angler,  Rah  Macpheirson.  Rab 
had  one  weakneee.    It  was  whisky ;  and  he  always  liked 


Some  few  years  ago  a  sad  angling  tragedy  happened  in 
the  Hunter  River  to  a  Newcastle  collier.  In  the  morning 
he  had  gon?  forth,  full  of  life  and  hope,  leaving  behind  him 
a  loving  wife  and  his  insuranos  paid  up ;  and  in  a  few 
short  hours,  through  inadvertently  stepping  on  the  bank 
where  there  was  not  any  bank,  he  was  plunged  into  a 
watery  grave  before  he  had  had  a  single  bite.  A  friend  who 
witnessed  the  dire  calamity  returned  sorrowfully  home  to 
break  the  sad  news  to  the  widow.  For  a  while  she  was  in- 
consolable.  Her  grief  was  terrible  to  see,  and  the  friend  tried 
desperately  to  soothe  away  her  dark  despair.  "  Nah  don't 
ye  take  on  so.  Of  oourse,  I  know  it's  hard  to  bide,  but  ye 
mun  be  brave,  an'  keep  yer  coke  up.  We  don't  know,  but 
happen  it  a  all  for  the  best.  They  say  'at  it's  a  easy  death 
18  drahcing,  and  there's  alius  summat  to  be  thankful  for 
I  t  worst  troubles  at  comes  to  us."  And  the  widow 
clasped  his  hands  in  fervent  gratitude,  and  tried  to  dry 
her  eyes  on  his  coat  sleeve,  as  she  sobbed  brekenly  • 
Aye,  there's  summat  in  that.  We— we— we  shan'  hey 
to  wash  him  when  we  ig  him  aht,  anyhow  !  " 

He  Caught  a  Hundeed  Trout. 
I  MIT  him  at  the  station  door. 

With  rod  and  well-fillad  creel ; 
And  as  he  stepped  to  earth  once  more, 

Most  happy  did  he  feel. 
He  ope'd  his  eyes  and  rubbed  his  head, 

And  smiled  and  gazed  about. 
Then  winked  at  me,  and  slowly  said : 
"  I  caught  a  hundred  trout." 
"  A  hundred  tront !  "  I  cried,  "  O  dear  ! 
Where  have  you  baen,  I  pray. 
While  I've  been  chained  to  business  here 

And  could  not  get  away  ? 
Has  pussj-willow  dropped  her  blow  ? 

Is  the  dogwood  blossom  out  ?  " 
He  only  said  :  "  I  do  not  know; 
I  caught  a  hundred  trout." 
"  How  clear  has  been  the  thrush's  note  ? 
How  often  have  you  seen 
The  May  Fly  on  the  water  float 

With  wings  of  changing  sheen  ? 
Leaving  her  thin,  trai  sparent  shell, 

Rejoicing  that  she's  out  ?  " 
He  only  siid  :  "  The  fish  bit  well ; 
I  caught  a  hundred  trout." 

A  hundred  trout !    O,  deary  me  ! 

And  I  am  tied  down  here. 
What  weeks  of  work  I'd  give  to  see 
The  brook,  the  wood,  the  mere  ! 
There's  a  moral  hid  somewhere  in  this, 

But  I  can't  find  it  out, 
I  only  know  to  me  'twere  bliss 
To  take  one  dozen  trout.       Feed  Mathes, 

One  of  the  marine  curiosities  (says  the  American  F  O  ) 
recently  fished  from  the  bottom  of  the  Indian  Ocean  by  a 
dredging  vessel  in  the  employ  of  the  Calcutti  Society  of 
Natural  History  was  a  mammoth  sea  crab,  which  con- 
tinnally  emitted  a  bright  white  light  similar  to  (hat  seen 
in  the  spasmodic  flashes  of  phopphortsceLt  light  kindled 
by  the  common  glow  worms.  The  oddity  was  cxptured 
m  the  dajtime  and  placed  in  a  large  tank,  nothing  peculiar 
except  its  immense  size  being  noticeable  in  the  broad  glare 
of  the  tropical  sun.  At  night,  however,  when  all  was 
pitchy  darknets,  the  crab  surprised  the  naturalists  by 
lighting  up  the  tank  so  that  all  the  other  sea  creatures 
great  and  Email,  could  be  seen  plainly.  ' 

There  is  no  need  for  me,  in  this  year  of  grace  one 
thousand  nine  hundred,  to  expatiate  upon  the  affinity 
which  has  always  existed  between  an4lers  and  the 
worshipful  company  of  licensed  victuallers.  (This  of 
oouree,  is  not  a  "  gnilJed  "  pill )  Anglers  would  often  be 
la  sorry  case  could  they  not  turn  for  rtfresbment  to  the 
wajside  inn,  nor  could  1  hay  so  conveniently  foregather  on 
great  occasions  were  it  not  for  cur  many  magnificant 
hotels.  But  all  this  is  a  superfluity.  Let  me  c  jme  down 
to  bottom  facts.  Last  Tuesday  "as  ever  was"  the 
Crystal  Palace  witnessod  the  niaety.fourth  anniversary 
festival  of  the  Licersed  Victualleis'  School.  Of  who  were 
there  you  have  already  read  in  the  columns  of  the  daily 
press.  What  you  have  not  read  is  that  ''Dragnet"  was 
unavoidably  prevented  from  being  present.  But  his  trusty 
friend  Harry  Lses,  well  known  to  habitues  of  Fetter- 
lane,  did  his  best  to  represent  both,  and  it  is  extremely 
gratifying  to  find  that,  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary 
demands  which  have  been  made  upon  the  public  purse  for 
war  funds,  Indian  famine  funds,  and  others  too  numerous 
to  mention,  dear  old  John  Bull  still  had  sufficient  shots 
in  the  locker  to  enable  the  secretary  to  announce  that  the 
total  of  the  list  of  subscriptions  was  greater  than  had  ever 
before  been  reached,  viz.— £10,440.  May  the  good  work 
which  is  being  done  by  this  excellent  inetitution  go  on  and 
prosper  is  the  hearty  wish  of  Draonbt, 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Pishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rotis. 

NO   CONNECTION   WITH    ANY    OTHER   PERSON    ASSUMING   THE    SAME  NAME. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVID  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 


BUILT  CANE  SALMON  and 
TRODT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres ;  one 
quality  only,  "  the  best";  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


THE  LADY'S  ROD. 

Built  Cane,  two  joints,  9ft.  long,  Universal 
winch  fittings,  spiral   lock  joints,  steel 
snake  rings,  cedar  handle  and  partition 
case.    Price  £2  2s. 


The  Best  all-round  Bod  for  bottom  fishing 
for  Roach,  Bream,  and  Barbel  is  the 


NEWARK  PERFECTION 


East  India  cane  \>\\ii  and  middle,  two 
greenheart  tops,  balanced  handle,  Uni- 
versal winch  fittings,  and  partition  case. 
Price— 10,  11,  or  12  feet, 

21s. 

With  cork  handle,  25s. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


ANGLERS!    ANGLERS  11 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN  STREET,  COCKERMOUTH 
Is  NOW  Showins  a  Splendid 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES 

Lake  and  Trout  Rod8  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Beds,  with 
Cork  HandleB,  from  SOs.  to  608.  each.  Salmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21Jiu.,  7s.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  Bf  els  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  AUcook  and  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  &o. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


aiABK.  , 

THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresli  Fish. 
15/- per  cwt.,  delivered  England  and  Wales, 

LIVERINE  LIMITED,  GRIMSBY. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


rp  O  U  R  I S  T,  FORTNIGHTLY  and 
FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  Southend-on- 
Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Alde- 
burgh,  South  wold.  Hunstanton,  are  issued 
B7  ALL  TRAINS  FROM  LONDON 
(Liverpool-street),  also  from  G.E.  subur- 
ban stations  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  Cheap  Tickets 
are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland) 
and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  and 
Cromer.   

CHEAP  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SBA  and  BACK, 
2s.  6d.  daily,  by  THROUGH  FAST 
TRilNS  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fen- 
ehnrch-street.  Cheap  Through  Tickets 
are  also  issued  at  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 
Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH 
and  BACK,  43.  3d.,  from  Liverpool-street, 
on  Sundays,  at  9.15  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays 
at  7.35  a.m  ,  calling  at  Stratford  at  9.25 
and  7.45  a.m.  respectively. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE, 
Is.  9d.  daily,  from  Liverpool-street,  &c., 
and  on  week  days  only  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.  daily,  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  &c. 

WILLIAM  BIRT, 

General  Manager. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

{To  (he  Trade  only). 

IJA03/I  rO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
nAulVLC.O  Seals'  Far,  Figs'  Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Mardyke,  Cork. 


BENETFINK 


Tti3  dr  eat  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALin. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLOATING  FLIES  in  Stock. 

"Tied  by  Holland." 

PINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS. 

Syds.,  4d.,  6d.,  8d.,  &  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1/-  each,  10/-  per  doz. 

All  Sizes  of  "HERCULES"  CASTS  kept  in  Stock. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted  -  -  from  2/5 
The  NEW  THAMES  PUNT  ROD,  10ft.,  Balanced  Butt, 

Snake  Rings,  Universal  Fittings  ...  -  -  „  5/6 
HICKORY  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING    -      -      5/-,  7 /-,  10  12/6 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  from  7/- 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS  ,,5/6 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  14ft.,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.      -     -      „  9/6 

Lar^e  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description,  from  9ca..  each. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7ioz.      -      -  25/- 

GUIi^EA  SPECIALITHES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  lOft, 

lOift.,  llff.,  and  12ft.,  Snake  Rings  and  Cork  Grasp  -     -  21/- 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -      -  21/- 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21/- 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  -  21/- 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E.G. 


The  Lightest  Rods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  cashomy. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    flttinga,  lanoewood 
top,  hag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle,  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Would  not  take  tour  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  FiSHiNa  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  EOD.S-joint, 
balance  oandle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag.  about  12oz. 
Price,  lOtt.,  48.  9d. ;  lO^ft.,  5s.  4d.  ;  lift.,  5s.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  nndrawn  Gut,  first  quality,  20in  ,  3b.  6d 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  15in.,  first 
quality,  33.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


BOOTH, 

Fishing  Rod  Maimer  and  Gut  Merchant, 


GISHTJRSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited.  London 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  68. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WOKLD- 
WIDE  KEPUTATION  formagniflcence.  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

PisMngTackle  Manufacturer, Omigh,  Ireland. 


F.  W.  DA 


Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


55 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9^ft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

Is.  6d.  per  dozen. 
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SOME  POPULAR  FALLACIES  ABOUT 
ANGLING. 


The  non-angler,  dealing  with  the  general  subject 
of  rod  fishing,  affects  to  look  down  upon  the 
angling  devotee,  and  generally  describes  the 
pastime  in  the  words  erroneously  attributed  to 
Dr.  J ohnson,  "  the  worm  at  one  end  and  the  fool 
at  the  other."  Frequently  when  speaking  with 
persons  who  have  no  knowledge  of  the  art  in  any 
one  of  its  multifarious  departments,  I  have  been 
astounded  by  their  commentaries.  Thus,  when  I 
mentioned  to  a  chance  acquaintance  that  I  had 
recently  been  away  May  Fly  fishing  on  the 
Kennet,  the  reply  made  fairly  astounded  me. 
"  Oh !  I  couldn't  have  the  patience  to  sit  all  day 
watching  for  a  bite."  The  stiffness  of  my  wrist 
acquired  by  driving  a  May  Fly  against  a  strong 
N.W.  wind,  and  the  slight  sniffling  cold  caused 
by  getting  overheated  in  breast  waders,  were  still 
present  with  me  as  I  heard  this  extraordinary 
reply,  and  the  contrast  of  the  idea  and  the  actual 
fact  caused  me  to  give  vent  to  a  roar  of  laughter, 
which  seemed  equally  to  astonish  the  speaker. 

I  explained  that  on  that  day  I  had  walked  two 
miles  to  the  water  in  waders,  had  fished  over 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  water,  mainly  up  to 
my  knees,  and  frequently  above  my  waist,  and  had 
only  sat  down  once  for  lunch  between  ten  in  the 
morning  and  eight  in  the  evening ;  that  in  some 
cases  getting  in  position  to  put  a  fly  over  a  rising 
fish  had  been  a  compound  of  creeping  on  hands 
and  knees,  lowering  one's  self  into  3ft.  of  water, 
which  had  taken  five  good  minutes,  and  produced 
such  a  heated  state  that  the  cold  of  the  water 
came  like  manna  from  heaven. 

"  But,"  said  my  acquaintance,  "that's  as  bad  as 
deer-stalking."  "  Or  as  good,"  was  my  reply. 
As  good,  yes,  and  better.  For  with  the  rifle  shot 
the  game  is  at  an  end — the  fun  is  over.  But  with 
trout  fishing  the  best  sport  only  commences  when 
the  fish  is  hooked,  and  in  weedy  southern  rivers 
with  heavy  trout  the  odds  are  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  fish.  I  told  all  this  to  my  acquaintance, 
and  awakened  an  interest  which  may  prove  per- 
manent. At  any  rate,  I  removed  his  preconceived 
idea  that  angling  was  sitting  still,  waiting  for  a 
bite. 

Again,  another  prevailing  fallacy  seems  to  be 
the  attributing  to  the  angler  the  possession  of  a 
variety  of  meek,  cow-like  patience.  "  Well,  how 
you  can  have  the  patience,"  "  I  couldn't  have  the 
patience,"  &c.,  are  the  stock  phrases  of  the 
genei-al  individual  who  never  goes  angling.  How 
surprised  that  person  would  be  if  he  was  taken 
for  a  day's  fishing  with  an  expert. 

Take  that  silent  master  of  his  art,  the  Lea  tight- 
line,  roach-pole  artist.  The  average  professor  is 
not  renowned  for  patience.  Should  any  doubt 
exist  on  this  head  the  doubter  has  only  to  slightly 
interfere  with  the  professor's  arrangements  as  to 
swims,  &c.,  in  order  to  receive  some  little 
acknowledgment  which  may  reveal  ingenuity  and 
fertility  of  resource  on  the  part  of  the  roach 
fisher,  but  will  hardly  exhibit  patience  as  his 
prime  quality.  Sit  down  and  watch  one  of  the 
London  crack  tight-liners.  The  ever  tight  line, 
the  firm  hand,  the  watchful  eye,  are  all  on  the 
alert.  A  little  check  of  the  float  tip,  just  showing 
above  the  water,  a  thrum  as  the  tip  of  the  rod 
moves  quickly,  but  almost  imperceptibly,  and 
down  in  the  depths  of  the  river  another  good 
roach  is  fighting  his  last  battle  for  life. 

Patience !  nonsense,  the  word  is  absurd.  Is 
the  Red  Indian  who  follows  the  trail  of  his 
quarry,  whether  man  or  beast,  for  days,  patient  ? 
Rather  call  him  tenacious,  persevering,  or  what 
you  like;  anything  but  patient.  I  had  the 
curiosity  to  look  up  the  word  "  patience  "  in  the 
dictionary,  and  this  is  what  I  found :  "  The  quality 
of  being  patient  under  pain  or  affliction;  calm 
endurance ;  forbearance."  Has  any  person  who 
attributes  this  quality  to  the  average  angler  ever 
been  in  the  company  of  a  fisherman  who  through 
some  confreternps  has  lost  the  best  fish  of  the 
day?  "Patient  under  affliction."  Phew!  per- 
haps. Ditto,  when  he  has  lost  his  last  train. 
Yes,  yes ! 

If  there  is  a  quality  which  goes  to  make  the 
unsuccessful  fisherman  it  is  "  calm  endurance." 
A  satisfied  placidity  under  affliction  is  one  of  the 
best  methods  of  ensuring  a  poor  day's  sport. 
Active,  acute  observation  and  intelligence  are  as 
much  necessary  in  angling  as  in  any  other  sport. 


It  always  reminds  one  of  the  Thames  angler 
who  was  a  most  successful  chub  fisher,  and  always 
got  good  bags  of  these  fish  with  the  cherry  in  the 
summer  months.  A  tyro,  who  was  walloping 
about  in  his  neighbourhood  with  cheese  bait  early 
in  J uly  and  getting  nothing,  came  over  and  asked 
him  what  he  was  using.  The  expert  briefly 
replied,  "  Brains.''  "  But,"  said  the  beginner,  "  I 
thought  they  were  a  winter  bait."  "  I  use  them 
summei-  and  winter,"  was  the  true  but  somewhat 
misleading  reply. 

Shakespeare  says,  "  Better  endure  the  ills  we 
have."  _  But  Shakespeare  was  no  angler.  Not  a 
bit  of  it.  "Worry,  complain,  puzzle  your  brains 
till  the  right  solution  is  found.  "  If  at  first  you 
don't  succeed,  try,  try,  try  again."  Persevere; 
don't  practice  patience.  This  will  be  the  advice 
of  every  old  angler  who  can  catch  fish. 

This  brings  me  to  another  fallacy.  There  is  a 
popular  belief  that  if  a  man  is  an  old  angler  he 
can  catch  fish.  Quite  a  mistake.  If  a  man  as  a 
youngster  was  a  fool  of  an  angler,  as  he  gets 
older  he  may  not  improve  in  wisdom.  Do 
we  not  all  know  that  there's  no  fool  like  an 
old  fool,  and  some  of  us  know  by  experience. 
Do  we  not  meet  these  persons  in  clubs  and 
pubs—the  aged  angling  Methuselahs,  whose 
exploits  in  the  days  long  gone  by  were  mar- 
vellous if  we  compare  them  with  the  feats  of 
to-day ;  but,  other  days,  other  manners.  Many 
things  should  be  taken  into  account.  Fish  were 
raore  plentiful  and  less  fished  for,  and  access  was 
given  to  choice  waters  now  strictly  preserved  ;  or 
a  third  explanation  may  be  given  in  the  words  of 
the  Scotch  gillie,  asked  to  explain  a  similar 
matter.  He  replied  to  his  interrogator  thus: 
"  Hech,  sir,  its  no'  that  they  were  bigger  fish ; 
but  they  were  bigger  leears  then."  "Distance 
lends  enchantment  to  the  view  "  in  fishing  stories 
as  in  all  else.  Take,  then,  the  average  old  angler 
■that  blowhard  of  the  club-room— and  invite 
him  for  a  day's  fishing.  Look  at  his  tackle  and 
obs  erve  his  methods.  Don't  smile ;  they  are 
endeared  to  the  old  boy  by  years  of  pleasant 
memories.  We,  whose  angling  history  is  only 
being  written,  have  no  ancient  prejudices  to  over- 
come. We  do  not  require  to  be  taught  by 
practical  experience  that  silk  and  hair  mixed  does 
not  make  the  best  running  line,  or  that  hickory  is 
not  the  best  wood  for  rods.  He  does.  He  can 
still  teach  us  some  wrinkles ;  so  can  the  father 
of  angling  —  Izaak  Walton.  He  may  know 
nothing,  and  can  catch  nothing,  still,  to  the  out- 
sider, he  is  an  old  angler,  and  therefore  must  be 
an  expert.  As  was  once  well  said,  "Experience 
allied  to  ignorance  is  apt  to  end  in  disaster." 
Of  course  in  angling,  as  in  other  matters,  age 
and  experience  aid  knowledge,  and  some  of  our 
greatest  experts  are  men  of  ripe  age  and  experi- 
ence. But  it  must  be  remembered  that  what  is 
gained  by  experience  is  often  counterbalanced 
by  the  loss  of  keenness  and  vigour  that  accom- 
panies advancing  years.  An  old  friend  said  to 
me  the  other  day,  "  I  must  give  up  angling,  for 
my  sight  is  not  as  keen  nor  my  hand  as  steady  as 
it  used  to  be.  I  miss  fish  that  I  should  have  had. 
I  do  not  reach  my  own  standard,  and  my  pleasure 
is  impaired.  I  had  better  give  up  while  I  can  still 
fish,  and  live  upon  the  memories  of  the  past." 
He  was  a  keen  fisherman,  and  had  been  a  most 
successful  one,  and  could  not  bear  to  feel  his  skill 
at  all  lessened.  Age  brings  its  gifts  and  its  dis- 
abilities. This  is  acknowledged  in  everything  but 
angling. 

The  last  popular  fallacy  is  that  anglers  go 
angling  to  catch  fish.  Nothing  could  be  further 
from  the  fact.  The  sport  and  not  the  bag  is 
specially  true  of  angling.  A  sack  of  bream! 
Beastly,  but  it  is  good  fun.  Three  days'  fishing 
for  a  31b.  trout  that  the  captor  gives  away  when 
he  gets  home;  but  the  half-hour  of  sport  is 
immense,  and  so  we  find  it  in  every  department, 
the  sport  and  not  the  bag.  The  4-pounder  on  the 
fly  rod,  the  memory  of  which  is  treasured  far  and 
above  that  of  the  12-pound  brute  taken  on  a  big 
spoon  trailing  an  Irish  lough. 

Another  fallacy  is  that  all  anglers  are  generous 
and  open-hearted.  They  may  have  been  in 
Walton's  days ;  but  now,  ask  of  the  man  who  so 
plaintively  pleads  for  hints  as  to  free  fishing  in 
the  "  Correspondence  "  columns. 

When  fish  were  plentiful,  and  anglers  few, 
this  may  have  been  the  case.  We  all  give  away 
what  is  of  little  value  more  freely  than  we  part 
■with  our  more  precious  possessions. 


A  little  bit  of  free  fishing  !  Do  we  not  all 
treasure  it,  and  few  of  the  knowing  ones  ever 
breathe  a  word  of  it  to  others.  Jordan,  the 
refuge  of  the  knowing  angler  whose  bag  shows 
well  when  compared  with  others  ;  Jordan,  where 
the  big  fish  come  from — was  this  resort  dis- 
covered by  the  generous  and  open-hearted  angler  ? 
I  wot  not.  No ;  anglers  are  like  other  people — 
not  too  patient,  not  too  skilful  from  age,  not 
mere  fish  destroyers,  and  not  too  free-hearted; 
but  as  patient,  skilful,  and  free-hearted  as  any 
other  sportsman  in  this  wicked  world  of  ours. 

Nemo. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  LEA  BACK 
WATERS. 


No.  1. — Dobb's  Weir,  Hoddesdon. 
Dobb's  Weir,  in  my  estimation,  is,  and  always 
has  been,  one  of  the  best  back  waters  in  the 
sedgy  Lea.  To  [those  who  have  never  fished  it  I 
advise  them  to  give  it  a  good  trial,  for  I  feel  sure 
that  they  will  not  regret  it ;  but  to  fish  it  for  one 
or  two  days  is  little  or  no  use,  for  it  is  a  water 
that  retjuires  studying. 

Judging  by  some  of  the  takes  of  last  season  it 
still  holds  good  fish  ;  take,  for  instance,  one  catch 
of  bream,  which  was  as  follows :  61b.  6oz.,  61b.  2oz., 
51b.  I4oz.,  51b.  4oz.,  41b.  14oz.,  41b.  lOoz.,  and 
41b.  9oz. ;  a  grand  bag  reported  by  Mr.  E.  Payne, 
proprietor  of  the  Fish  and  Eels — seven  bream 
scaling  371b.  9oz. ;  is  not  this  equal  to  the  late 
Chas.  Bradlaugb's  grand  catch  years  ago  lower 
down  the  river?    Again,  lOjlb.  of  roach;  Mr. 
Stratford's  pike,  6f  lb. ;   and  another  angler'  a 
basket  of  roach,  101b. ;  also  a  fine  trout  close  upon 
61b.,  hooked,  landed,  and  then  safely  returned  to 
the  water;  this,  with  Mr.  T.  Dunford's  chub  of 
31b.  6oz.,  speaks  for  itself.    Dobb's  Weir  Fishery 
is  seventeen  miles  from  London,  one  and  a  half 
miles  from  Broxbourne  Station  on  the  G.E.R. ; 
hotel.    Fish    and    Eels,    Hoddesdon,  Herts.; 
proprietor,  E.  Payne.    To  those  anglers  who 
have    never    visited    this  part    of   the  river 
the    following    remarks    may  be  acceptable: 
Book  to  Broxbourne  Station.    Privilege  ticket, 
third  class,  from  Liverpool-street  is  Is.  6d.  On 
arriving  at  Broxbourne  Station,  pass  under  the 
railway  line,  then  cross  the  meadow,   go  over 
Broxbourne  Bridge,  and,  passing  the  Crown  Inn, 
proceed  upstream.    On  arriving  at  Carthagena 
Weir,  those  who  are  not  in  a  hurry  might  do  well 
to  put  a  fly  rod  together  and  whip  all  along. 
This  piece  of  water,  called  the  Gull,  is  fished  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  lord  of  the  manor ;  it  holds 
good  chub,  roach,  &c.    An  old  friend,  one  Fred 
Abrahams,  some  years  ago  caught  a  very  heavy 
basket  of  roach,  whipping  between  the  two  locks. 
We  now  arrive  at  the  Fishjand  Eels,  secure  our 
beds,  and  paying  our  subscription  to  this  water, 
which  extends  over  half  a  mile  to  Kelles  Point, 
once  known  as  Careless  Point,  fishing  is  permitted 
from  both  banks  of  the  river.    Day  tickets  are 
issued — bottom  fishing  Is.,  full,  Is.  6d. ;  Reason 
tickets  10s.  6d.  and  £1  Is.    The  scenery  is 
very  beautiful. 

I  proposed  to  my  friend,  who  had  never  fished 
this  part  of  the  river  before,  to  walk  round  the 
fishery  first.  So,  passing  over  the  road  bridge, 
we  took  the  meadow  side  down  stream  to  end  of 
the  water,  Kelles  Point,  as  before  mentioned,  and 
so  worked  back.  At  this  point  the  Gull  and 
Hoddesdon  mill-stream  join.  At  times  grand  fish 
can  be  seen  working  up,  especially  about  spawning 
time — carp,  tench,  perch,  roach,  &c.  The  water 
is  of  no  depth,  except  opposite  the  point,  where  a 
good  roach  swim  about  6ft.  to  7ft.  in  depth  can 
be  found.  Those  who  wish  to  try  jack  fishing 
should  give  this  part  special  attention,  casting 
well  over  to  the  centre  of  the  broadest  part.  On 
one  occasion,  after  first  catching  six  or  seven 
small  dace  out  of  the  mill-stream,  I  took  six  jack, 
best  fish  over  71b.  This  is  also  a  very  good  spot 
for  perch,  and  a  few  yards  to  our  left  hand  will  be 
found  a  roach  swim  4ft.  in  depth,  where  excellent 
sport  can  sometimes  be  had.  Some  years  ago  I 
weighed-in  at  the  Fish  and  Eels  301b.  of  good 
roach,  which  I  caught  in  two  hours  from  this 
swim — a  record  catch — Mr.  Trigger,  of  Hoddes- 
don, weighing  the  fish.  Jack  and  chub  may  be 
found  all  along.  Chub  should  be  whipped  for, 
casting  well  over  to  the  opposite  bank.  Another 
good  spot  to  try  for  roach  is  opposite  the  lock- 
keeper's  house,  and  at  the  bends  on  the  opposite 
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bank  is  Stevens's  swim,  in  which  501b.  of  roach 
were  taken  in  one  day ;  this  was  in  the  seventies, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  swims  in  the  river. 

Proceeding  up  stream,  just  before  one  arrives  at 
the  next  bend,  will  be  found  the  well-known  High 
Bank  swim;  the  bank  having  given  way,  it  is  best 
fished  from  a  punt.  This  bend  varies  in  depth, 
the  bottom  of  the  river  at  the  bend  being  uneven ; 
the  best  part  of  the  swim  is  to  one's  right  hand, 
8ft.  or  9ft.  deep,  and  where  the  best  fish  are 
caught.  On  the  opposite  bend  weeds  grow 
thick,  but  shelter  some  good  jack.  We  now  come 
to  the  swamp ;  here  are  two  good  roach  swims, 
not  very  deep,  and  the  chub  hole  on  the  opposite 
side  can  be  fished  from  this  spot.  Carp  also  are 
occasionally  taken  when  chubbing.  The  river  to 
one's  left  is  shallow  right  up  to  the  bridge  hole, 
but  good  dace  might  be  had  either  with  red  worm 
or  whipping  with  a  Black  Gnat,  and  the  point  of 
the  hook  tipped  with  a  gentle.  A  capital  roach 
swim  is  close  to  the  bridge.  Barbel  frequent  this 
spot ;  I  have  counted  sixteen  good  fish  under  this 
bridge  and  on  the  shallows  above.  After  passing 
this  bridge  we  arrive  at  Dobb's  "Weir,  where  a 
good  baiting  up  should  be  tried  for  barbel,  chub, 
or  roach ;  good  jack  and  trout  are  to  be  met  with 
in  this  grand  pool. 

I  am  pleased  to  find  that  the  camp  sheathing 
of  the  weir  has  been  repaired.  This  is  greatly  to 
the  advantage  of  bank  anglers,  as  before  this  was 
done  the  water  making  inroads  on  the  land 
prevented  several  of  the  swims  being  tried. 

In  fishing  this  pool  in  hot  weather — say  J uly 
or  August— let  the  roacher  try  well  off  the 
ground,  6in.,  12in.,  or  even  in  mid- water,  for  roach 
will  take  the  bait  better  at  this  depth  than  on  a 
foul  bottom.  If  this  dodge  be  practised,  pinch  a 
small  piece  of  groundbait,  i.e.,  bread  and  bran 
worked  up  very  stiffly,  on  a  No.  10  crystal  hook. 
Again,  place  a  piece  of  biscuit  or  white  paste  on 
point  of  a  loach  hook,  then  pinch  a  small  piece  of 
bread  and  bran  on  the  bottom  shot,  which  should 
be  Sin.  or  4in.  from  the  hook.  Those  who  have 
never  tried  this  plan  before,  I  say,  don't  fail  to 
use  it.  On  one  occasion  I  took  over  251b.  of 
good  roach  when  using  bread  and  bran  on  my 
hook,  and  fishing  in  mid-water  from  this  very 
camp  sheathing,  the  roach  coming  well  up  after 
the  bait.  Then,  as  the  weather  turns  colder,  try 
cupping  right  on  the  ground,  but  in  this  case  only 
fishing  on  a  clean  hard  bed  will  succeed,  in  a  foul 
swim  the  bait  will  not  be  noticed.  I  recommend 
a  good  baiting  up,  provided  you  are  not  going  to 
angle  the  same  day,  if  so,  the  less  ground  bait 
thrown  in  the  better.  Leaving  the  weir  pool  we 
pass  over  the  long  bridge  and  return  to  the  house, 
and  so  round  to  the  back  of  it,  where  several  good 
roach  swims  can  be  found  from  5ft.  to  9ft.  in 
depth ;  years  ago,  platforms  with  seats  on  them 
were  erected  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Cook,  who  was  then 
proprietor,  but  these  have  disappeared.    F.  M. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETI. 
A  VERY  pleasant  surprise  was  in  store  for  the  members 
who  attended  Monday's  meeting  at  the  Holborn.  Almost 
as  soon  as  the  proceedings  began,  the  chairman,  Mr.  H. 
Harden,  was  handed  a  letter  and  a  huge  hamper  by  Mr, 
Williams,  the  celebrated  tackle  dealer  of  Great  Queen^ 
street.  The  communication  was  from  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm, 
a  respected  member  of  the  society,  and  it  announced  that 
in  the  parcel  was  a  magnificent  grey  mullet  caught  at 
Margate.  It  did  not  appear  quite  clear  whether  Mr. 
Gomm  himself  had  landed  the  fish,  or  whether  it  fell  to 
the  rod  of  Mr.  Newman,  who  was  good  enough  to  bring 
the  specimen  up  to  town.  The  mullet  weighed,  when 
caught,  a  trifle  over  81b.,  and  Mr.  Williams  has  it  in  hand 
for  preservation,  A  most  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mr.  Gomm  for  his  kindness  in  allowing  the 
members  to  see  the  fish.  It  was,  as  the  chairman  rightly 
remarked,  a  great  treat  to  see  such  a  splendid  mullet  on 
the  table.  Coarse  fish  are  coming  on  at  Uxbridge, 
especially  chub.  Mr.  E.  C.  Blundell  bagged  a  brace 
weighing  61b.  lOoz.  with  cherries,  on  Saturday ;  and  on  the 
same  day  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  had  a  couple  of  nice  fish.  No 
news  of  trout  being  creeled  had  come  to  the  notice  of  the 
hon.  secretary,  but  the  keeper  states  that  there  are  a 
great  many  to  be  seen  on  the  broad  shallow  by  the  high 
bridge.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who  took  a  trout  on  a  private 
part  of  the  Colne,  mentioned  that  he  had  inspected 
24,000  young  salmon  which  Mr.  W.  Gilbey  is  rearing  by 
the  Colne.  It  was  hoped  that  there  would  be  a  few 
thousands  to  place  in  the  Thames  ere  long.  The  speaker 
jocularly  added  that  he  trusted  members  would  refrain 
from  keeping  any  salmon  taken  at  the  little  weir  by  the 
hut  for  a  year  or  two  to  come.  The  chairman  made  an 
announcement  which  will  be  received  with  great  satisf  ac' 
tion  by  members.  It  was  to  the  efiect  that  Mr,  Arthur 
Osmond,  the  host  of  the  Bear,  at  Hungerford,  had  some 
private  water  on  the  Kennet  and  Dun,  which  anglers 
staying  at  his  house  could  fish  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays 


his  intention  being  to  keep  it  for  those  days  only.  This 
will  be  an  immense  boon  to  those  who  cannot  spare  time 
to  travel  to  Hungerford  during  the  week  for  the  grand 
trout  and  grayling  fishing  to  be  got  there,  and  little  doubt 
exists  that  the  fishing  will  be  largely  availed  of  during  the 
aon.  M.  G.  B.  DE  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  S.  Werthbim  occupied  the  chair  at  the  ordinary 
meeting,  held  at  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman- 
street,  B.C.,  on  Tuesday  last.  One  gentleman  was  elected 
a  member,  and  matters  of  business  detail  were  dealt  with. 
An  appeal  was  made  by  one  of  the  members  on  behalf  of 
the  Anglers*  Benevolent  Fund,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  three  more  names  were  added  to  the  list  of  life  mem- 
bars,  and  some  twenty  members  agreed  to  become  annual 
subscribers.  The  reports  of  fishing,  especially  from 
Ohesham,  were  very  satisfactory.  Mr.  Eldred  captured 
avery  handsome  trout  of  21b.  2on.,  which  measured 
16in.  in  length.  He  was  congratulated  on  the  capture. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  had  a  brace  and  a  half  ;  Mr.  Bridgman, 
one  fish ;  Mr.  Close,  one  trout  of  13in.  ;  Mr.  Connellan 
had  three  trout,  taken  with  different  flies,  and  one  other 
not  sizeable,  which  was  returned ;  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr. 
Young  retained  no  fish  ;  Mr.  Gill  had  a  very  nice  trout. 
This  report  shows  the  water  to  be  yielding  well.  Mr. 
Marshall  had  some  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Wertheim,  eel 
and  small  roach  at  Amberley ;  and  Mr.  Gray,  a  carp  of 
41b.  4Joz.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  a  very 
interesting  evening.  Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  held  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on  Wednesday,  July  4,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  Ormiston  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon.  sec. 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hanger,  the  society's  agent  at 
Deal,  announcing  that  he  had  given  up  the  proprietorship 
of  the  North  Star,  and  is  now  Uving  privately  at  Kenwyn, 
North  Parade,  Deal,  and  will  continue  the  agency,  and  do 
his  best  to  accommodate  members  and  further  the  interests 
of  the  society.  Mr.  Minchin,  fishing  at  Southwiok, 
found  it  blowing  hard  and  sport  poor,  only  taking  a  few 
small  conger.  Mr.  Croft  Handley,  also  at  South  wick,  on 
June  30,  and  took  a  71b.  bass  on  cuttle  bait,  which 
furnished  fine  sport.  Mr.  Bates  showed  a  new  form  of 
gaff,  of  which,  no  doubt,  more  will  be  heard.  An  account 
was  read  of  the  inquiry  into  the  Rye  kettle  nets  by  Mr. 
Malan,  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
from  the  columns  of  the  Southern  Weekly  News,  and  it 
seemed  the  opinion  of  members  that  it  was  high  time 
something  was  done  to  stop  the  destruction  of  immature 
fish  by  kettle  nets  or  otherwise.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chair,  and  the  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 
The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting,  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  evening  last,  was  well  attended.  Mr.  C.  A. 
Medcalf  chairman,  and  Mr.  W.  Elsmore  vice-chairman. 
Minutes  and  usual  routine  business  gone  through.  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen  reported  recent  doings  at  the  last  T.A.P.S. 
committee  meeting;  also  letter  received  from  Mr. 
Higgins,  inviting  the  secretary  to  take  a  seat  on  the 
committee.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  send  the  usual 
donation  of  ten  guineas,  as  a  slight  recognition  of  the  good 
work  of  the  society  in  the  past.  Messrs.  Blsmore  and 
Wheelhouse  reported  having  audited  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  association  for  the  past  year,  and  found 
everything  correct.  The  balance-sheet  presented  was  of  a 
very  satisfactory  nature,  and  was  unanimously  adopted  ; 
also  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  accorded  the  auditors  for  their 
honorary  labours.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  secretary 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  intimating  that  a 
vacancy  occurred  on  the  committee  through  the  election  of 
Mr.  Wade  as  trustee,  and  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  was 
unanimously  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  Blsmore 
also  reported  having  audited  the  accounts  of  the  A.B.S., 
and  gave  figures  oonoerniDg  same,  for  which  he  was 
heartily  thanked.  The  following  new  societies  applied 
for  enrolment  (the  rules  submitted  were  found  to  be 
correct,  and  the  affiliation  agreed  to)  :  Croydon  A. S., held 
at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon  (secretary.  Mr.  Dix)  ; 
East  Dulwich  Anglers,  meeting  at  the  Lord  Palmerston, 
Lordship  Lane,  Bast  Dalwich  (secretary,  Mr.  Dyball), 
also  the  Abercorn  A. S.,  headquarters,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstanley  Road,  Clapham  Junction  (secretary,  Mr.  A. 
Painter),  the  representatives  receiving  the  usual  instruc- 
tions and  caution  from  the  president.  Owing  to  the 
August  meeting  night  falling  on  Bank  Holiday  it  was  agreed 
to  postpone  same  until  Monday,  Sept.  3.  The  Central's 
competition,  fixed  to  take  place  at  Pulborough,  on  July  15, 
in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  T.A.P.S.  and  Restocking 
Fund,  was  further  considered ,  and  it  was  agreed  to  issue 
tickets  to  competitors  on  the  ground  on  morning,  to  be 
obtained  from  any  member  of  the  committee,  tickets  to  be 
stamped  and  fish  weighed  from  4.30  to  5  p.m.,  at  the 
Arun  Hotel;  all  privilege  and  return  half  of  railway 
tickets  to  be  produced  for  inspection  ;  a  programme  giving 
all  particulars  will  be  issued  to  each  member.  Mr. 
Elsmore's  valuable  silver  oup  was  handed  over  and 
exhibited  during  the  meeting,  being  greatly  admired  by 
all  the  delegates.  The  silver  cup  given  by  Mr.  Walter 
Bmden,  and  a  goodly  list  of  other  valuable  prizes  were 
promised  for  this  occasion.  The  secretary  reported  that 
issue  of  privilege  tickets  had  greatly  exceeded  previous 


years ;  also  that  affairs  of  the  association  were  in  good 
working  order,  and  promised  to  eclipse  all  previous 
records.  All  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  secretary,  6,  Priter- 
road,  London,  8.B. 


EXCELLENT  LAWS,  BUT  USELESS  FOR 
PROTECTING  OUR  SALMON  FISHERIES. 

In  salmon  fishery  matters,  as  in  others  in  this  country, 
we  have  excellent  laws,  but  no  adequate  means  of  enforcing 
them.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  salmon  and  trout  fishery 
preservation  in  some  districts  is  a  farce,  the  licence  duties 
which  are  collected  merely  going  to  pay  the  salaries  of  a 
clerk  and  a  bailiff  or  two,  who,  if  they  are  at  all  precise  in 
the  performance  of  their  duty,  run  the  risk  of  giving  grave 
offence  to  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  board,  who 
in  many  cases  are  the  representatives  of  the  netting 
interest.  In  other  instances  the  bailiffs  are  local  men,  who 
shirk  the  unpleasant  duty  of  getting  their  friends  and 
neighbours  into  trouble  for  poaching  during  the  spawning 
season.  Many  persons  are  of  opinion  that  in  quiet  country 
parts,  where  the  police  have  practically  nothing  to  do,  they 
might  be  employed  to  watch  the  rivers  during  that  period, 
and  to  avoid  unfairness  to  those  who  have  no  interest  in 
salmon  preservation  and  who  contribute  towards  the 
cost  of  the  police  force,  a  charge  might  be  made 
on  the  funds  of  the  fishery  board.  Another  sugges- 
tion is  for  each  fishery  board  to  have  among  its 
members  an  expert  and  absolutely  disinterested 
person,  who  might  be  appointed  by  the_  Board  of 
Trade,  and  who  would  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  it 
in  its  deliberations,  and  would  report  to  Whitehall  from 
time  to  time.  The  Board  of  Trade  should  be  given 
powers  to  take  action  where  a  board  of  conservators  is  in 
default,  just  as  at  the  present  time  the  Local  Government 
Board  takes  the  place  and  does  the  work  of  a  local  sanitary 
authority  which  neglects  to  provide  water  supplies  and 
such  necessaries  in  its  district.  There  are,  ot  course, 
several  other  important  points  connected  with  this  matter, 
such  as  pollution  in  the  upper  tributaries,  leading  to  the 
destruction  of  salmon  ova ;  the  pollution  of  the  estuaries 
to  such  an  extent  that  salmon  will  not  at  times  face  the 
foul  water,  while  smolts  are  killed  ;  and  that  very  wide 
subject,  the  artificial  culture  of  salmon.  If  a  i^uestion  as 
to  funds  to  meet  the  expenses  of  police  bailiffs  and  fish 
hatcheries  is  asked,  the  obvious  answer  seems  to  be  tha'. 
those  who  make  most  money  out  of  a  river  should  pay  the 
piper.  In  other  words,  the  prices  of  the  licences  should 
be  raised,  particularly  of  those  issued  to  the  netsmen." — 
The  Field. 

[We  are  glad  to  see  the  Field  has  the  above  note  on 
salmon  fishery  matters,  which  fully  bears  out  our  views, 
as  often  expressed  iu  the  F.  G. — Ed.] 


ilofcs  from  ii)e  ilort^. 

The  supply  of  salmon  and  grilse  during  the  past  week 
has  been  the  best  since  the  seascn  opened.  Prices  on 
Monday  were  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  for  grilse  and  Is.  lOd.  for 
salmon.  On  Saturday  they  fell  to  Is.  Id.  and  Is.  2d. 
respectively.   This  is  encouraging. 

Some  of  the  netters  handled  more  grilse  on  Thursday 
and  Friday  last  than  they  have  hitherto  done  during  the 
whole  of  the  present  season  as  yet.  The  bulk  of  the_  fish 
are  from  the  Dee  and  Don,  and  are  not  yet  into  the  river. 
They  are  being  got  in  the  coast  nets. 

As  is  usually  the  case  when  they  come  late,  the  average 
weight  of  the  grilse  is  4ilb.,  while  specimens  of  61b.  and 
71b.  are  already  quite  common.  The  longer  they  are  in 
coming  away  in  bulk  the  heavier  when  they  do  come. 
July  promises  to  be  a  good  angling  month  as  far  as 
weather  and  fish  are  concerned. 


It  was  painfully  evident  to  those  about  the  late  Sir 
William  Brooks,  Bart.,  of  Glentana,  that  he  was  not  hini- 
self  at  times  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  this  is 
now  manifest  to  the  world  in  the  terms  of  his  will,  which 
is  to  be  contested,  and  the  hope  is  freely  expressed  on  Dee- 
side  that  the  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of  Huntly  will  be 
successful  in  their  suit.  ___ 

Four  millions,  or  thereabouts,  is  a  big  cake  to  divide, 
and  there  b  ample  and  to  spare  to  each  and  all  of  Sir 
William's  beneficiaries  without  unduly  harassing  any  single 
one.  It  is  said  that  Lady  Brooks  will  only  get  some 
£1500,  bat  if  so,  it  would  be  proof  enough  that  the  late 
genial  banker  had  been  under  a  cloud  when  his  ubiquitous 
pencil  wrote  down  the  figures.  Another  cipher  would 
have  saved  her  case,  and  no  wife  better  deserved  it. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  will  be  at  Duff  House, 
on  the  Deveron,  on  the  20th  inst.,  where,  if  the  river  be  in 
trim,  there  is  no  better  spot  for  treating  in  the  north. 


The  annual  report  for  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland 
on  the  Scotch  salmon  fishings  was  issued  last  week.  The 
report  is  by  Mr.  Calderwood,  and  is  as  good  and  interest- 
ing as  they  make  them  nowadays. 

Mr.  Calderwood  gives  the  annual  fall  in  the  average 
salmon  supply  at  638  tons,  and  says  that  netters  are 
complaining  generally  of  the  falling  off.     He  speaBS 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


enoouragiDgly  of  the  impetus  given  to  artificial  uroDaim. 
faon  and  mdaoatee  that  if  the  present  catch  ng  poX 

specie?   ™"  '"^"'"''^  upkeep  oTthe 

infirLT  was  opened  at  Dundee  last  week  in  the 

interests  of  trawhng.  It  cost  £12,000.  and  provides  ample 
accommodation  for  a  lar«e  fleet  of  trawlers  to  go  out  and 
m  at  any  state  of  the  tide,  while  the  market  b  seventy 
miles  nearer  London  than  that  of  Aberdeen.  ««^ency 

B„J^=n^f  *  Tfr^  '^'^  favourable  for  looh  fishing 

and  some  rattling  baskets  were  also  made  on  the  rivefs 

Phantom  and  worm  have  been  the  most  successfui  lures 

fi,l^^  present  summer  promises  to  be  a  wet  one.  If  so 
finnn„v°"°/°'^  r  rivers  Where  there  is  a  run  of 

finnook  and  aea  trout.   Sport  will  be  glorious. 

Thunderstorms  have  been  of  daily  occurrence  now  for 
„  "f^'^T^^''^'  r  M;*.'"^*'  ^P"--*  has  I'een  exceedingly 
f^r  tw    '  ^P*^  "^       thunder  or  an  east  whid 

tor  tuat  most  prolific  of  salmon  rivers.  On  the  Soev 
angW  has  been  a  failure,  but  on  Saturday  last  Mr! 

b^^^' ^^^^        °f  101b.  ontheLaggan 
water,  and  Sir  Peter  Lumsden  a  grilse  of  3Jlb. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  that 
nS.    TT^"*^*'  Campbell.  Kintore, 

^  "  gamekeeper,  but  had 

retired  long  ago  and,  although  nearly  a  nonagenarian  was 

«r^hi^*'°n*''^  r^f!  tiU  IfewmonThs 

ago,  when  finally  he  had  to  lay  it  down. 

Special  Scotch. 

Ipcopincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

ind  t^Tir^fr'rds'tTthrf  ^^'^  to  con/ey  the  Se?tant 
auu  tueir  rnenas  to  the  scene  of  action.    The  first  train 

harrrZ'lmitMlirr"'^ ^t^^'"'^^^^^^^^^^ 

-^^^8,  bmithfield,  to  receive  money  for  aU  ticketa 

m°^y  b^e  ^equtred  "Thr ^""f-      ~y  tiltSa 
\1  '^^1'**'^ed.    Those  societies  m  possefsion  of  dona 

n\.ht  «f 'fi^^r/v,^'^"''*"^  ^°  """"d  tl>em  in  on  ?he  above 
S  "^^y  b«  e'^PWed  and  placed  to  the 

credit  of  the  society.  The  financial  year  ended  on  Ju  °e  30 
on  Tnl^  ^o'^^equence  the  members'  subscriptions  become  due 
on  July  1 ;  the  new  membership  cards  are  now  ready  and 

when  and  where  the  annual  contest  will  be  held  A 
sport  has  been  very  poor  indeed.  P<".ronisea,  but 
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FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Putting  aside  the  weed  nuisance,  the  conditions  for 
angbng  could  not  be  better  in  the  Fen  district  th^thev 
Twork  '  rT"^  """t,  fiBl^ermen  are  daUy 

he,t  Th^r^iJr^"^^^^  speaking,  sport  has  been  of  thf 
best.  The  middle  reaches  of  the  W  tham  have  not  fielded 
such  heavy  bags,  perhaps,  as  they  did  du,;.g  the  opeS 
hriX'  ''"V"       lo^«>-  '«P8ths  bream  fishing  has  been  v^f 

Pleae'ant°iraL''L>/  The  Mou^I 

rieaeant  Dram  has  also  claimed  a  considerable  share  of 

fol^T'/''^^''''  «.''«''l'ere,  bream  fishing  has  pre 
dominated.  Some  specimens  have  seal  d  up  to  6ilb 
apiece,  and  many  ndividual  bags  have  weighed  V?o  40  b 
W  ^IT^  continues  an  alluring  bait,  fnd  most  of  the 
best  fish  have  been  secured  by  its  employ  ment.  The  Hob! 
hole  Dram  is  another  resort  where  anglers  have  done 
extremely  well.  Forty-foot  subscribers  hfve  had  a  capkal 
run  of  sport  on  (he  middle  reaches,  and  roach  are  now 

tir  e^arl^' w«„t  ^''fTlf  "t^'-^"?  r">-^8  with  eels,  and  i^ 
tne  early  weeks  of  the  seaeon  they  are  nsuallv  taken  in 

tjfLV^u'r-  .  'J^^  P^°-ed  no  exception 

itnred  with'th^''""'  °^  ^^^^  ^een 

captured  with  the  worm,  some  specimens  having  weiehed 

Sell^hi^^T??-  Welland  angling  continU  good 
Kim  fell  heavily  at  the  commencement  of  the  week,  bat  it 
was  scarcely  sufficient  to  make  any  appreciable  difference 
to  the  condition  of  the  waters.  amerence 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT 

imn^nlL*?  Market  Weighton  Canal  has  much 
3  f  ;   """^^       P^'*  waters  being  in 

LkPn  hX'  '^"^'^^  very  good  baskets  of  fish  have  been 
taken,  both  roach  and  bream  providinir  excellent  annrf 
amongst  which  Mr.  L.  Ewbank,  of  the  HuU  R^^^^^^^ 
Angling  Association,  had  a  roach  of  IJlb.    Mr  Fred 

f^n  nf  •  ''f  °>  Sl^""^  Broomfleet  district 

ten  of  which  scaled  2Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  W  E  Hav  of  th« 
Preservation  Society,  amongst  other  fish  an  ^el  tW 
scaled  lib.  lioz.  Messrs.  W^Beall,  J.  Martin.  T  Oliver 
and  others  have  also  had  some  very  nice  takes  of  roach 
tion^aTnh'  ''^^^^^^^  Newipgton  St.  George's  Issock- 
Thos  S'^^f ''V?^^  ^  Newport  district.  Mr. 
Thos  Chester  took  the  hrst  prize  with  4Ib.  7oz.,  Messrs 
F.  Tate  and  W.  Earle  taking  the  next  two  Some 
pIL^^'^-n'*  \  by  members  oTthe  HuH 

Preservation  Society  in  the  Inglemere  ponds  at  Newland 

dsrchuTL'ff  pf^P  i^'^-  each  have  been  taken 

w  l        P  *o  21b.  each  and  as  weed  cutting  operations 

ditlon  f  or  ""'''v"'  ^"^"'^''^  ^"r.^^^  P°''*l«  in  prime  00° 
dition  for  angling  now,  members  being  allowed  a  day's 
fishing  for  sixpence,  The  river  Hull  and  most  of  its 
tributaries  are  now  m  first-class  condition,  either  for  fly 
sbnZ  "Jf  •^?,«'^°«'  tbe  recent  heavy  thunder 

t  jZ  bavin.g  materially  improved  most  waters* although 
anglers  are  stiU  annoyed  vvith  the  floating  weeds  from  some 
of       h«n/«  ^"^"'^  ^'^^  '^^ters.    Yel  in  some 

fish  «r«  nf^T'^  """'^  T'^^  P?''^^  some  very  fair  catches  of 
Hull  RHH^r  w'"?  iT^*^^'  ^^A'"  *be  lower  waters  from 
Hull  Bridge,  Weel  Ferry,  and  downwards,  both  roach  and 

ma^U'^^r^^r^  "P?'*'  both  with   paste  and 

TotWH  ""'^^  *be  latter  bait  are  much 

r,n^Tt  'be  lower  waters  with  small  eels,  which  are 
now  making  up  the  river  in  shoals  ;  but  with  paste  both 
roach  and  bream  of  lib.  weight  each  are  being  taken  A 
f?r«^.hf  ^  °1  ^'?t  been  taken  in  the  upper 

stretches  with  both  worm  and  maggot,  and  fly  fishing  on 
the  streams  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Driffield  has  accounted 
GiuhZf.  Y^'a°{F?^^'^-  Blundell's  AngHng 

Hnll  »rw^'^^  their  first  match  of  the  season  on  thf 
}& ^®?1  ^^Bara.  C.  Harrison  S  Conjers 

and  S  Dean  being  awarded  the  first  three  prizes  SpCi 
ZJL  ^^'^^    ^""^    Barrow*^  is  reported 

very   good,   and   from   the   former   some  very  good 

Th«      f  A^'t"^'  ^""^  P^'^b  have  been^mide! 

The  river  Ancholme  is  now  in  splendid  condition  fo^ 
nf  &' ^  ^^^P.''"'^  week  some  excellent  catches 

of  fish  have  been  made,  the  bream  going  up  to  31b  each 
and  ro^h  of  lib.  and  over  have  also  teen  tiken,  especTdly 
wl^  Bngg  district  and  at  Horkstow  Bridge.  The  Hull 
rl  If  Association  opened  their  seaeon  with  very  fair 
results,  Mr.  Samuel  King  again  topping  the  list  of  prize 
fill" °qT  '        J-  Lawrence  being  second 

61b.  9Joz. ;  Mr.  F.  Brown,  third,  61b.  4|oz. ;  and  Mr  W 

*°"'*'''  "'^'^       1*°^-  5        'be  other  competil 
tors  had  some  very  respectable  catches,  which  consisted 
TheK^M  *l  '^'''^bream.  the  best  roach  ecali-g  lib.  IJoz 
Hnn  ,f  w^i^*^°i^-^\.*'P'?S^  <^beir  season  on  the  river 
Bridge,  Mr.  W.  Ledger  taking  first  prize 

MrN"  W^^J^''- =  f.'--^-  ^^f«*'  second,  lib.  16ioz  ;Tnd 
Mr.  J.  W.  Moore,  third,  with  lib.  13|oz. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

W^^^li®**^'?*!.  '^'^^  interest  with  ns  are  the  All- 
Grid  ^*  week-end  and  the  Silver 

P^^mton  f competition  to-day  (Saturday)  at 

roynton.  The  former  attracted  an  entry  of  257  from 
Manchester,  Bol^n,  Famworth,  Denton,  Bury  Bkck- 
^?s  'fi^r«7?°^'  ^'?^"'  ''^ber  places  and  7he  event 
offiMLf  ^  -i^l^ge  of 'ain.  The  following  is  the 
official  list  of  winners  which,  on  account  of  the  lateness 
wLt  m""*'  ^as  unfortunately  delayed  until  early  this 
week :  Messrs^  C.  Renshaw  (Pendleton).  W.  Makin 
Wigan  ,  J  Wmstanley  (Piatt  Bridge).  T.  Howcroft 
fen  •  J  mT'*^  ^^'it'>-'  ^\  Cane  (Wigan).  R. 
T?!^!t^'  /w-^^",'       (^'Ran  ,  H.  Melling  (Wigan),  T. 

oirhrs^RT"^'  ^;t^°5^^4"  (Wigan),  A.^^ith 
\tZ^^h  i  J/'binson  (Leigh  ,  R.  Sumner  (Leigh).  The 
2.   fi/  ^"^tP"''  Worsley,  gave  a  special  prize  of 

tL   L    w  fi«b  were  small,  7ioz^  being 

the  heaviest.  All  the  arrangements  v^ere  a  ereat 
improvement  on  the  old  style  of*  entering  lid  dra^ 
inl^  Helens  Anghrg  Association  have  arranged  their 
second  contest  for  July  5  and  7  at  Chester.    The  prizes 


are  very  good,  and  in  addition  there  is  the  agareaa'e  medJ 

f  rom^V^°°•  •  Anglers,  a  distinct  s^cie^ 

forjulv  2«'1^"t  ^^"^  ««°°"<i  outing 

Ihl  H^^^^  Budworth  mere.    In  this  case  also 

tlrllZ  ^'"l*"'"'^'  *  ^ii'«^  ""P  for  the  season's 

K?«    -f  fl*  "^^y-  ''^^  to  remind  intending  com! 

Wnrllal  Ti^  J  amor  championship  fixed  for  the  2Ist  at 
The  wLinZ  Pr^'""'^''  back  of  the  season  tickets. 
«  «  if  scattered  in  search  of  sport. 

Ihrnnih  n^-^^'i^^y-,  The  Victorias  have  fixed  on  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  at  Tattenhall  as  the  water  for 
their  an.ual  contest.    The  Supplementary  Society  held  an 

^n^T  T'^'^fu""  ^""^'^^y  the  Roebuck,  and  at 

tne  same  place  the  general  association  committee  held 

and7„n  ^'TP^'^l      localsare all  alive, 

L^„„  °  enthusiasm.  Contests  and  matches  are 
a  tho„<flf??^'"^-  <3°-«'".  and  so  are  social  events! 
^ni?r^^f  ^  ""^.u*^  ^'■^  ""^^ber  light  until  a  late  hour 
and  tend  to  keep  the  men  at  the  water's  edge  in  preference 

rLl'w«l  '  ''-'^f-  Lune  and  its  tributaries  ?he 

not«rf  tI  "naintained,  and  several  moderate  results  are 
^nnd'fJ^*  -n*'  '°  'be  best  of  order,  but  no 

nfr^«VA%  ""p  L^^u'^H'^"^  by  the  first  flood.  On  some 
m«nvf.^*  Rtbble  there  has  been  a  fair  fly  water,  but  not 
many  rods  availed  themselves  of  it.  The  reports  from  the 
vvyre  are  not  exciting,  but  perhaps  the  general  idea  of 
postponing  a  visit  for  a  few  weeks  may  have  affected  this 
river  in  common  with  many  others.  >^^eoiea  inis 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

fV,o  tbe  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  visited 

the  canal  at  Poynton  and  fished  the  opening  match  of  the 
season,  fifty-one  competing.    The  following  is  the  official 
list  of  prize  winners  :  Messrs.  A.  Robertson,  J.  Hampton 
J.  Howarth  J.  Fitton,  J.  E.  Sharpies,  T.  Hampson  G 
Taylor  H.  Bancroft  G.  Leigher,  A  Turner,  F.  Mor  on 
J.  Newton,  J.  Fletcher  and  T.  Campbell  (tied  ,  H.  Brooks 

Th«^R?T  ""f^-  ,^°^8«.(''^!^)'  Law,  and  T.  Farrell." 
The  Bank  of  England  Angling  Society  had  a  rather 
unfortunate    first    attempt    at  a   match,    only  two 

T'iJX^f     ^\'^'^?^  ^-  and  H.  Starkie. 

Iheir  next  contest  is  at  Althorpe  on  A  ug.  26.  The  Stan 
Angling  Society  visited  Crowle  on  July  1.  and  disposed 
of  their  opening  match.  Twenty-two  members  competed, 
and  sixteen  caught  fish.  Only  the  first  four  prize  winners 
are  reported,  Messrs.  G.  Buckley.  W.  Carter,  G. 
Croesley,  and  Thornton.  A  special  prize  for  the  largest 
fish  was  awarded  J.  Thornton,  and  a  special  for  smallest 
Ai  !:  ■  ^'^^  Socials  last  week-end 

disposed  of  the  first  stage  of  their  club  championship  The 
first  six  in  order  of  merit  are  J.  Hammond,  E.  Hibbert. 
F.  Garner,  A.  Williamson,  J.  H.  Hall,  and  S.  Boyd  The 
venue  was  Poynton,  and  the  heaviest  weight  lOoz  Three 
hours  were  allowed  on  each  of  the  three  days.  This  society 
have  elected  a  team  to  fish  for  the  C.P.A.A.  Challenge 
Oup.  They  have  decided  not  to  admit  any  member  into 
the  society  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  for  the 
present  no  members  will  be  added  to  the  roll-call  Their 
S""^^*"  on  July  28th,  29ch, 

and  30th    The  Juvenile  Branch  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
An^hng  Society  fished  their  first  match  last  week-end  at  . 
Strines,  with  the  following  result :  Messrs.  H.  P,irkyn.  J 
Carrol,  Sonthwood,  F.  Durr,  Ealey,  E.  Kenny,  and  J.  May" 
there  is  every  prospect  of  the  Seedley  anglers  once  more 
tafeing  a  prominent  place  amongst  local  clubs,  and  the 
winner  of  the  first  prize  in  last  Saturday's  open  match, 
mr.  o   Kenshaw,  being  a  member,  will  increase  their 
interest  m  local  waters.    The  Beswiok  and  District  fished 
their  first  match  at  Crowle  last  week  end,  and,  after  two 
Honrs  fashing,  awarded  all  the  seventeen  prizes  for  small 
weights.    The  first  six  prize  winners  are  Messrs.  G 
fletcher,  Amley,  Burns,  Threlkeld,  McDermott.  and 
jLathom    All  competitors  enjoyed  the  event  very  much, 
ine  farst  stage  of  the  championship,  in  connection  with 
the  Levenfhulme  Angling  Society,  resulted  in  the  first 
three  positions  going  to  Messrs.  F.  S.  Woodward  T  D 
q^^^^'n^""^  i-  m®^!^"^^-  'be  specimen  prize  Messrs.' 

beddall  and  Tulley  have  weighed-in  good  fish.  The 
bounty  Palatine  Angling  Association  have  admitted  the 
Horse  Shoe  Anghng  Society  (Pendleton)  and  Ye  Olde 
iidgeley  Angling  Society  to  memberehip.  For  their  cup 
competition  to-day  the  secretary  reports  a  very  satisfactory 
entry,  indeed,  the  event  is  an  assured  success. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Sport  in  this  district  has  been  rather  intermittent  in  its 
character.  In  some  places  sport  has  been  good  one  day 
and  bad  the  next,  more  especially  on  the  Yare.  On  some 
days  very  fair  bags  have  been  obtained,  the  fish  being 
chiefly  bream.  At  Acle,  on  the  Bure.  sport  with  the  bream 
f*"^  several  days  past.  The  big  roach 
ot  the  Wensum  are  beginning  to  come  on  the  feed  again 
and  good  sport  should  be  had  with  settled  weather.  Just 
now  the  weather  is  very  unsettled,  and  thundery  at  times. 
iNo  doubt  this  accounts  for  the  uncertainty  of  eport  and 
its  varying  from  day  to  day.  The  waters  of  the  district 
are  mclitied  to  be  clear,  rendering  the  employment  of 
tanest  tackle  necessary. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  run  into  good  condition  for  barbel 
fashing  and  many  very  fine  fish  have  been  caught  with  the 
tail  end  of  the  lobworm  and  the  caddis  grub  in  the  rapids 
Lear  Wilford  Church.    At  Clifton,  Mr.  E.  Bagley  has 
taken  upwards  of  201b.  of  chub  and  dace  with  gentles,  and 
substantial  bags  of  the  same  kind  of  fish  have  been  secured 
'be  nwghhourhood  of  Beesfcon  weirs.   At  Shardlow 
Mr.  F  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  J.  Birks  have  exoelird 
amongst  roach,  dace,  and  chub ;  the  latter  gentlema*  also 
oreehng  three  trout  of  large  size.    These  were  returned 
*avo  arable    reports   as   to   sport    improving   are  to 
hand  from   Sawley.  Trent.  Barton.  Colwiok,  Holme 
Pierrepont     Stoke    Bardolph,    Fiskerton.  Rolleston 
and    Averham    weirs.    Whilst    the    river  remaiaed 
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EATON  &  OaiER 

Croolceca.  XaEtzxe,  Xiondozi.  Bridge,  ES  O.,  &  X,  Bury  St.,  St-  Jctxxxes',  S.^W., 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

^S/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  TTO/- 


in  colour  large  quantitips  of  eela  were  got  by  the  ledgering 
process,  espeoially  at  Clifton  ani  Colwick.  Members  of 
the  Pox  and  Owl  Association  fished  their  first  match  of 
the  season  at  Girton,  on  Thursday  week,  when  the  prizes 
were  won  by  the  following  :  Ist,  J.  Shirples,  lib.  lOJoz. ; 
2od,  D.  Beaumont,  lib.  8j5z  ;  3rd,  J.  Boxes,  lib.  3oz. ; 
4th,  W.  H.  Stevenson,  lib.  2ioz  ;  5th,  J.  Hibbs, 
lib.  lo2. ;  6th,  J.  Walker,  14ioz  ;  7th,  J.  Lewis  (hon. 
sec.),  14Joz. ;  8th,  W.  Packer,  ISjz.  I  deeply  regret  to 
aDDOunce  the  death  of  Mr.  William  Dann,  the  oldest  fly 
fisher  in  the  city;  the  di'C'ased  was  seventy-nine  years  of 
age,  and  was  niiverfally  respected ;  he  was  a  most  skilful 
angler,  and  made  all  his  own  flies. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
We  have  now  fairly  started  the  coarse  fishing  season, 
but  reports  to  hand  go  to  show  that  with  the  exception  of 
bream  the  fish  are  backward,  and  this  is  pirticalarly  the 
case  with  the  Trent,  where  anglers  have  met  with  wretched 
sport.  In  view  of  last  week's  excellent  fishin?  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  a  large  number  turned  up  for  the  week  end. 
Hard  fishing  from  dawn  until  well  into  the  day  yielded 
about  one  tench,  weighing  a  conpln  of  pounds,  and  it  was 
evident  that  the  fish  had  moved.  The  anglers  moved  down 
to  Bargafe— cammnnly  called  Cowbridga— drain,  which  is 
practically  a  continuation,  and  here  found  the  bream,  though 
it  wa^  noticeable  that  they  were  smaller  than  previously,  the 
weijht  running  from  about  IJlb.  to  21b.  Some  of  the 
catches  ran  up  to  301b.  or  so,  and  the  fish  were  in  fairly 
good  condition.  Maggots  were  the  bait.  A  few  roach— 
and  those  very  emiII  and  poor— were  taken.  Very  nice 
bream  have  been  taken  at  Haxey.  and  a  fair  number  of 
eels,  the  weight  of  the  latter  being  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb. 
Those  who  have  visited  the  Sutton  Bridge,  Wisbeach, 
and  Tydd  district  have  had  some  nice  citches  of  braam, 
and  here  and  there  a  p^rch.  At  Up  well,  about  six  miles 
from  Wisbeach,  a  Shefiielder,  trolling,  secured  a  beautiful 
perch  drawing  the  scale  at  41b,  There  has  been  very 
little  doing  in  Dam  Flask  and  other  local  waters.  The 
former  has  been  very  well  patronised,  but  the  fish  would 
not  take  bait,  and  on  one  occasion  eighteen  or  twenty 
anglers  only  accounted  for  five  trout. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  variable  this  week,  not  a  bit 
hke  we  are  accustomed  to  have  at  this  time  of  yea.r.  We 
have  had  two  warm  days,  the  rest  dull  and  showery,  the 
evenings  very  cold.  A  great  number  of  rods  have  been 
out  J  sport  very  variable.  The  Avon  has  been  well 
pitronised  ;  some  took  but  one  or  two  fish,  others  did  very 
well.  Mr.  G«o.  Knight,  of  Evesham,  found  one  lucky 
spot  while  fishing  in  the  Corporation  Meadow  below  the 
bndge,  where  he  oiught  three  nice  bream,  weighing 
51b.  12oz  ,  51b.  8oz  ,and  41b.  8oz.,and  a  dozen  others  from 
12oz.  to  lib.  each  j  and  in  the  same  stretch  of  water  Mr. 
Bearorof  t  had  a  capital  basket  of  fine  roach  weighing  121b.  • 
others  had  fair  catches.  At  Offenham,  a  mile  or  two  up 
the  river,  the  water  seems  alive  with  perch,  which  are 
going  well  at  the  worm  and  at  the  minnow.  Mr.  E. 
Baynes,  a  well-known  Evesham  angler,  had  about  a  dozen 
fine  specimens,  and  several  others  seemed  to  be  having 
ttpoa  sport.  This  seeme  a  favourite  fishing  resort 
at  the  present  time.  Sport  has  been  fairly  good 
at  Pershore,  Eckington.  and  Twyning  Fleet.  Very 
little  has  been  done  in  the  Severn,  a  few  roach  and  chub 
18  all  that  I  have  heard  of  being  taken.  In  the  Teme  sport 
has  been  better,  but  far  from  good,  either  with  the  fly  or 
bottom  fishing;  some  nice  dishes  of  trout  and  grayling 
^e^'S  oansht,  but  the  best  sport  has  been  among  the  chub. 
Ihe  Worcester  Anglinsr  Club  bad  their  second  competition 
in  their  club  water  (Lower  Teme),  on  Thursday  after- 
noon;  twenty -one  members  competed ;  the  fish  were 
weigbed-in  at  the  club-house,  the  Bull's  Head,  High-street, 
Mr.  H.  F.  Cooper  being  at  the  top  with  a  nice  lot  of  chub, 
taken  with  the  fly.  and  weighing  41b.  12ioz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Worrall.  second,  21b.  9|oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Leach,  third, 
^ID.  bjoz. ;  Messrs.  Radford  and  Higgs  close  up.  Messrs. 
Btevens  Brothers  took  a  nice  mixed  basket  of  fish  at 
liransford,  among  them  a  grand  perch  2Jlb.,  condition 
very  good  indeed.  Mr.  Griffith,  of  the  Malvern  Club, 
tishiEg  their  club  water,  took  a  couple  of  fine  carp, 
one  weighing  51b.  ll|o2.,  the  other  51b.  8oz.  Mr.  Filmore 
bshing  the  same  water,  on  Monday,  took  another,  51b.  4oz. 

very  large  specimen  roach  and  chub  have  been 
oaugbt  by  members  of  other  clubs  during  the  week.  The 


water  in  all  the  rivers  is  a  nice  height  and  in  capital  con- 
dition ;  what  we  want  now  is  some  nice  summer  weather, 
then  sport  would  be  good. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  local  angling  clabs  have  .iast  held  their  first 
matches  of  the  season.  St.  Olave'a  Club  was  fully  repre- 
sentative at  Linton  on  S  tturday,  and  found  the  wind  the 
only  obstacle.  E  Soulby  took  the  first  prize  and  special 
for  the  heaviest  fish— 31b  5Joz.  The  president,  Mr.  N.  R. 
Biynes  presented  the  prize?.  Terry's  emploj ess  went  to 
Wpst  Cottingwith  by  permission  of  Mr.  Dannington- 
JefPerson,  and  had  a  very  pleasant  afternoon.  One  of  the 
members  got  a  duckirg,  having  the  misfortune  to  fall  iato 
the  water.  Thanks  to  the  landlord  of  the  Ferry  Boat  Inn 
he  was  promptly  supplied  with  dry  clothing.  Albert 
Metcilf  had  the  bi-st  citch— 21b.  lljoz  He  has  won  the 
last  five  matches,*  whilst  Albert  Fearnley,  second 
(21_b.  8i  z.),  his  fished  four  matches  out  of  the  five,  and 
finished  secind  to  Metcalf  each  time — rather  singular, 
think  many  Waltoniana.  The  Stonpgate  A  C  visited  Eist 
Cottingwith,  and  reaching  the  scene  early,  started  with 
a  substantial  breakfast  at  Host  Fratson's.  The  winners 
wereledbyT.  Sppnce,51b  A^iz.  Evidently,  judging  by  the 
number  of  angling  pirties  that  have  gone  forth,  York  rod- 
men  have  begun  the  season  in  earnest.  The  lower  waters  of 
the  Derwent  attract  them  the  most.  Fishing  in  Yoredale 
was  reported  at  -the  week-end  to  have  considerably 
improved,  and  heavy  baskets  of  tnut  had  been  made  in 
the  upper  waters  of  nearly  all  the  rivers.  Mr  J.  E 
Miller,  fishing:  a  tributary  of  the  Yore  one  day,  caught,  in 
four  hours,  fifty  trout,  the  lot  weighing  141b.  Anglers 
from  York,  Harrogate,  and  Leeds  made  some  good  catches 
of  coarse  fish  in  the  lower  waters  about  Biroughb  idge, 
particularly  of  barbel  and  chub.  York  anglers  in  Swale- 
dale  have  had  good  sport  with  grayling,  chub,  and  dace,  and 
good  Citches  have  been  recorded  around  Tbirsk  and  Rich- 
mond. The  best  catch  last  week  was  made  by  Mr.  Richard 
Matthews,  who,  angling  upstream  above  Richmond  caught 
fifty-two  trout,  the  most  successful  lures  being  the  Dirk 
Bloa,  Partridge,  Copp  r.  Pheasant,  and  Yellow.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  heavy  rain  in  York  and  the  surrounding 
country  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  the  break  in  the  weather 
oau8ed_  subsequent  unsettle  ments  in  the  meteorologicil 
conditions,  rendering  it  quite  uncertain  whether  sunshine 
or  showers  would  gain  the  upper  hand. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  ov/r  Correspondents.^ 

FLY  FISHING  ON  THE  DARENTH. 

Dear  Sib, — The  picture  in  last  Saturday's  Illustrated 
Sporting  and^  Dramatic  News,  which  I  take  to  represent 
fisoing  opposite  the  old  Elizabethan  house  known  as 
"Franks,"  reminds  me  of  a  day  I  had  on  the  Darenth 
somewhere  about  18/0.  And  as  it  was  a  day  in  my  fishing 
memory  never  to  be  forgotten  I  trust  a  short  account  of  it 
may  be  acceptable  to  your  readers.  Moreover,  my  story 
may  help  a  little,  with  the  powerful  editorial  note  in  the 
Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic,  to  show  that  "  the 
Darenth,  properly  taken  in  hand,  should  be  one  of  the  best 
little  rivers  in  the  south." 

Having  obtained  permission  to  fish  on  the  "Franks" 
water  through  the  kindness  of  my  friend,  the  late  Mr. 
Robert  Bradford,  whose  family  had  been  the  owners  of 
the  "  Franks  "  property,  I  travelled  down  to  Farning- 
ham,  L.  C.  and  D._R.,  one  summer  night  by  the  last  train.  I 
intended  to  sleep  in  an  outhouse  in  oider  that  I  might  be 
able  to  start  fishing  directly  the  morning  light  began,  for 
at  this  time  the  days  were  so  hot  that  I  thought  it  would 
be  no  good  throwing  a  fly  when  the  sun  was  powerful. 

On  arriving  at  Farningham  station  and  inquiring  the 
way  of  the  porter  I  found  that  a  servant  girl,  who  had 
come  by  the  same  train,  was  in  great  trouble  because  she 
could  not  get  anybody  to  help  her  carry  her  luggage  to  her 
home  three  miles  off.  Of  course,  as  a  true  Waltonian, 
I  offered  my  services  and  trudged  off  with  her,  laden  with 
luggage,  getting  back  to  the  stream  just  as  the  morning 
b'ght  began.    I  put  my  rod  together,  and  from  that  time— 


a  little  before  three  o'clock— I  went  on  fishing  till  9  p.m. 
My  dinner  at  the  Farningham  Hotel,  above  "Franks," 
was  the  only  meal  which  lasted  any  time,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  time  it  took  was  more  than  half  an  hour,  and  for 
the  good  reason  that,  although  the  day  was  very  hot  and 
sunny,  yet  hardly  at  any  time  was  there  not  a  fish  to  be 
found  rising.  I  c\n  well  reollect  how  the  trout  rose 
along  a  reach  which  was  covered  by  trees.  During  the 
hottest  part  of  the  day  one  did  not  have  to  wait  long  for  a 
fresh  rise. 

It  was  difficult  fishing  under  these  trees,  wading  all  the 
length,  and  sometimes  having  to  crawl  along,  crouching  as 
low  as  one  could  ;  but  it  was  fishing  which  quite  repaid 
one,  and,  as  I  have  said  before,  I  have  never  had  such  a 
day.  The  fish  I  kept  amounted  to  fifteen  and  a  half  brace. 
The  number  that  I  put  back  was  more  than  this.  I  forget 
what  was  the  killing  size,  but  the  fish  ran  small.  The 
largest  wSa  just  over  2ib.,  and  this  trout  was  decidedly 
heavier  thin  any  of  the  others.  I  learnt  afterwards  that, 
mnfortunately,  he  was  a  special  fish.  I  found  him  taking 
flips  off  a  minnow  box,  which  was  floating  close  to  the 
hank  of  the  lawn  in  fror.t  of  the  house,  as  represented  in  the 
Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic  picture.  For  a  long 
time  he  beit  me,  for  no  throw  of  mine  was  tempting 
enough.  At  last  I  tti^d  the  old  dodge  of  tying  an  end  fly 
on  very  loosely,  hooking  the  hex  with  it,  and  then  ! 

"Pranks,"  at  the  time  of  my  fishing,  was  unoccupied, 
and  therefore  I  could  not  leave  any  fish  on  the  good 
owners,  and  so  I  well  remember  the  trudge  of  the  three 
miles  to  Farningham  Station  with  the  weight  of  my  fifteen 
and  a  half  brace  on  my  back.  I  can  only  adi  that  the 
number  of  fish  I  took  out  seemed  to  make  no  difference  to 
the  numbers  in  this  river.  I  am  now  very  sorry  to  learn 
the  Darenth  is  in  so  sorry  a  way.  May  it  soon  be  enabled 
to  recover  itself  .—Yours  faithfully, 

 W.  PuGiN  Thoknton. 

THAMES  TENCH. 

Dear  Sib, — As,  in  my  letter  of  last  week,  dealing  with 
the  existence  of  carp  in  the  Thames,  I  mentioned  tench,  I 
will  relate  how  I  have  made  several  good  catches  of  them. 
Some  years  back,  when  worms  were  very  scarce,  I  baited  a 
place  with  two  gallons  of  fresh  brewers'  grains  near 
Sonning  Lock.  It  was  a  quipt  place  by  the  side  of  a  bed 
of  candocks,  the  water  about  9ft.  deep.  I  baited  it  about 
ten  in  the  morning,  and  began  to  fish  about  5  am.  the  next 
day.  The  only  worms  I  could  get  were  those  long  blu»ish 
ones,  the  length  of  a  lob,  but  with  round  tails,  which  have 
a  way  of  extpn-iiog  themselves  to  an  extriordinary  length 
when  the  hook  goes  in  them,  and  are  very  hard  and  tough. 
1  do  not  know  their  proper  name,  but  the  one  they  go  by 
in  the  Midlands  is  too  coarse  for  publicition.  An  old 
Leicestershire  angler  recommended  them  to  me  for  tench. 
I  used  Nottineham  tackle  and  a  four-shot  quill  float,  the 
bottom  shot  ISin.  from  the  float.  This  shot  rested  on  the 
ground.  The  hook — a  small  one  about  dace  size — was 
passed  straight  through  the  head  of  the  worm,  only  the 
point  being  exposed.  When  I  had  a  bite  I  let  the  fish  run 
well,  as  it  took  them  some  time  to  gorge  the  long  worm. 
They  bit  solendidly,  and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  I  had 
a  basketful  of  very  fine  tench. 

I  have  tried  this  plan  many  times  since,  and  have 
generally  been  successful.  Brewers'  grains  and  the  blue 
worms  being  easy  to  get,  I  hope  some  of  your  readers  will 
take  this  tip. 

Of  course,  unless  the  water  is  discoloured  it  is  no  use 
trying,  unless  in  the  early  morning  or  in  the  evening. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Edwin  Gosling. 

FISHING  WITHIN  100  MILES  OF  MANCHESTER. 

Deae  Sib,-—"  Sea  or  brown  trout  fishing,  and  moderate 
charges,  within  100  miles  of  Manchester,"  seems  rather  a 
large  order  as  given  by  a  correspondent  last  week,  and 
reminds  one  somewhat  of  a  passage  in  "  Martin  Chnzzle- 
wit "  : 

"What  is  the  Pogram  Defiance?"  asked  Martin, 
thinking,  perhaps,  it  was  the  sign  of  a  public  house. 

"  An  o-ration,  sir,"  returned  his  friend. 

"  Oh,  to  be  sure,"  cried  Martin  ;  "'  what  am  I  thinking 
of!    It  defied  " 

"  It  defied  the  world,  sir,"  said  the  other  gravely. 
"Defied  the  world  in  general  to  com-pete  wich  our 
country  upon  any  hook,  and  developed  our  internal  ri- 
soorcea  for  making  war  upon  the  universal  airth." 
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A  hundred  miles  from  Manchester,  of  oonrae,  takes  as 
northward  to  the  extreme  of  the  English  lakes,  and  surely 
there  is  enough  hrown  trout  fishing  in  that  beautiful 
rpgion  to  satisfy  anyone.  From  fifty  to  sixty-five  miles 
distant  we  have  the  river  Lune  and  its  tributaries,  in- 
cluding some  capital  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ingleton,  where,  if  "  Surgeon  "  located,  he  could  sample 
the  Lune  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  or  by  taking  an  hour's  rail- 
way journey  fish  gratis  (licence  2s.  6d.  only  requisite) 
between  Tebay  and  Low  Gill,  on  the  L  N.W.R.  main, 
noith  ;  the  Wenning,  from  Clapham  to  Wennington,  by  a 
little  effort  in  the  way  of  asking  leave  or  staying  a  night 
or  two  at  the  hotel  near  the  former  station,  four  miles 
from  Ingleton ;  five  or  six  miles  of  water  at  Ingleton 
itself  in  an  atmosphere  calculated  to  revive  a  hypo- 
chondriacal dromedary,  and  delightful  scenery,  with  a 
day  or  two's  trip  to  Hawes,  on  the  Settle  and  Carlisle 
line,  &c.  I_  can  strongly  recommend  "Surgeon"  an 
address  a  mile  from  Ingleton  station,  and  truly  rural  : 
Mr  Georae  Davidson,  Stacksteade,  Ingleton,  himself  an 
angler,  "  home  from  home,"  and  charges  so  moderate  as 
to  suggest  ECiroely  adequate  recompense. 

A  hundred  miles  from  Manchester  also  brings  "  within 
shot"_  the  Isle  of  Man  ;  Ramsey,  at  the  north  end,  is,  to 
my  mind,  the  very  spot  for  both  sea  and  trout  fishing.  I 
have_  so  often  indicated  the  attractions  as  regards  trouting 
within  a  few  miles  of  there  thatitis  unnecessary  to  repeat 
them. 

There  is  also  the  great  Yorkshire  playground  for 
fishers,  the  Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.,  as  weekly  reported  in  the  Gazette  by  Mr.  Miller, 
Leeds,  all  of  which  come  within  the  hundred  miles  of 
Manchester  range.  "  Surgeon"  wiU  find  himself  spoiled 
by  choice,  so  he  had  better  narrow  the  circle  a  trifle,  or 
definitely  fix  on  one  of  three — Ingleton,  Ramsey,  or 
Keswick.  As  to  "  moderate  charges,"  my  own  experience 
is  that  they  are  much  of  a  muchness,  August,  to  be  sure, 
being  at  a  little  higher  rate  than  any  other  month. — 
Yours,  &c.,    B.  B.  Haerison. 

THB  METAL  BRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — Two  intimations,  each  natural  enough  in 
its  way,  have,  since  my  last  visit  to  the  Border  Bsk,  been 
noticed  by  the  Fishing  Gazette.  One  was  the  death  of 
the  landlady  of  the  ina  on  the  Carlisle  end  of  the  Metal 
Bridge ;  the  other  the  marriage  of  the  son.  The  second 
event  is  sequential,  the  first  most  sincerely  lamented. 
My  brother-in-law  and  I  many  times,  and  in  many 
gncceseive  years,  have  made  this  dear  old  resort  our 
resting  place  after  tramps  by  the  riverside  down  from 
Longtown  or  up  fr«tn  Sarkfoot.  We  had  our  doubts 
about  the  tidal  part  across  the  Sol  way  marshes,  but  there 
was  always  a  breeza,  and  the  river  looked  so  inviting  as  we 
swished  out  a  long  line  from  a  IB-footer,  that  we  hoped  on 
and  on,  consoling  ourselves  with  the  certain  knowledge 
that  there  would  be  a  warm  welcome  and  a  cosy  corner 
for  us  at  Metal  Bridge,  were  the  salmon  or  the  herling 
never  so  unfriendly.  With  miles  and  miles  of  open  moor- 
land, with  rains  and  mists  such  as  the  Sol  way  marshes 
only  can  dispense  with  reckless  extravagance,  with  little 
gullies,  hollowed  out  by  tide  and  rain,  innocent  looking 
pools  grrass-bound  to  the  very  edge,  but  with  depths  most 
deceptive,  the  open  hearted  offer  of  hospitality  at  the  inn 
after  an  experience  of  all  these  discomforts  is  welcome 
beyond  the  expression  of  common  words. 

I  am  off  again,  I  hope,  in  a  week  or  two,  and  shall  call 
there.  The  face  missed  in  the  fact  will  be  with  me  in 
mind  ;  the  motherly,  anxious  advice  to  use  such  and  such 
a  fly  beoauae  somebody  else  was  successful  with  it,  the  end- 
less stories  of  the  better  days  when  there  were  fish  indeed, 
will  all  come  back,  and  the  inevitable  "nip"  wiU  be 
tempered  with  the  hope  that  the  life  which  has  gone  away 
with  the  stream  has  found  its  haven  of  rest. 

Those  who  are  left  will  receive  fishers  as  old  friends 
indeed — at  least,  I,  who  live  down  at  the  extreme  other 
end  of  the  kingdom,  think  so.  A  rod  and  line  and  a 
good  temper  will  always  be  welcome  at  the  inn  on  the 
Border  Bsk. — Yours  truly,  Noss  Mato. 


FLY  FISHING  NEAR  LINCOLNSHIRE  COAST. 

Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if  I  can 
get  any  decent  fly  fishing  for  trout  within  easy  distance  of 
the  Lincolnshire  coast  ? 

The  "  Angler's  Diary"  says  that  there  are  trout  in  the 
Lmdd  near  Louth,  and  also  in  the  Witham  at  Grantham, 
but  gives  no  information  as  to  whether  they  can  be  caught 
with  fly,  nor  whether  the  fishing  is  open  to  the  [public  or 
obtainable  by  a  fixed  payment. 

I  have  also  noticed  reports  in  your  columns  dealing  with 
the  Witham  and  Ancholme.  These  reports,  by  their 
allusions  to  flies,  &o.,  lead  me  to  believe  that  there  are 
trout  in  the  streams  which  rise  in  the  Wolds. 

What  I  want  to  find  is  a  place  where  I  can  get  fair  fly 
fishing  within  a  moderate  distance  of  the  wild  fowl  shooting 
on  the  coast. 

If  anyone  will  kindly  give  me  the  information  I  require 
I  shall  be  very  much  obliged. 
I  enclose  my  card,  and  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
  Red  Quill. 

SEASON  OPENS  WELL  ON  THB  MANDAL 
RIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the 
reports  up  to  date  from  various  portions  of  Norway  con- 
firm the  ideas  with  which  Norwegian  anglers  started,  viz., 
that  this  was  going  to  be  a  good  angling  season  in  Norway ; 
and  taking,  for  instance,  the  Mandal  river,  I  have  a  letter 
stating  that  one  gentleman  has  got  fifty-six  fish  in  sixteen 
days  on  the  Mandal ;  while  another,  on  June  21,  wrote  me, 
saying  that  they  have  been  having  very  good  sport  lately, 
and  had  caught  over  sixty  salmon  since  May  28,  an  average 
up  to  then  of  about  101b.  each,  which  shows  ajvast  im- 


provement on  the  average  weight  and  numbers  obtained 
last  season,  due  in  all  probability  to  the  wise  withdrawal 
of  all  nets  and  traps  ;  and  he  also  mentioned  that  one  of 
his  fish  (a  28J-pounder)  is  the  biggest  ever  landed  by  rod 
on  the  Mandal. 

Reports  from  other  rivers,  including  the  Btne,  Sundal, 
Surendal,  and  Namsen,  show  that  this  is  a  much  better 
season  than  last,  and  in  some  instances,  except  the 
Surendal,  the  season  has  been  from  three  weeks  to  a 
fortnight  earlier. 

There  has  been  several  heavy  rainfalls  of  late,  keeping 
the_  rivers  in  good  condition,  and,  even  yet,  anglers  pre- 
paring to  leave  this  country  are  looking  forward  to  a 
favourable  season  ;  and  it  is  wonderful  what  a  power  for 
good  it  is  when  an  angler  starts  with  confidence  in  himself, 
his  tackle,  and  his  river. — Yours  faithfully, 

34,  St.  James's-street,  S.W.  James  Dowell 
  (Of  Lnmley  House). 

FISHING  AT  BALA. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  one  of  your  correspondents  be 
so  amiable  as  to  give  me  some  information  concerning  the 
fishing  at  Bala,  and  also  in  the  Treweryn  river,  at  Bala  ? 
I  am  told  that  Bala  Lake  has  pike,  perch,  roach,  and 
trout,  and  that  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  upper  part  is 
reserved,  I  am  anxious  to  know  whether  the  coarse  fish- 
ing is  worth  anything  in  August  or  early  September,  and 
whether  the  trout  ia  the  river  run  to  reasonable  size  or 
number.  Since  the  lake  is  free  fishing,  and  apparently 
close  to  a  place  of  two  and  a  half  thousand  inhabitants,  I 
am  doubtful  whether  the  coarse  fishing  can  be  worth  any- 
thing, unless  there  is  some  not  very  obvious  system  of 
preventing  unsportsmanlike  fishing.  Do  any  of  your 
correspondents  know  which  ia  the  best  hotel  ?  Lastly,  is 
there  too  much  weed  in  August  for  comfortable  spinning 
for  the  jack  and  the  perch  ?  Do  the  roach  run  a  good  size  ? 
— Yours,  &o.,    B.  F.  8. 

FISHING  IN  OR  NEAR  BATH. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  where  to  get  a  few  days'  coarse  fishing,  as  I 
intend  to  spend  my  holidays  in  Bath,  and  obliae,— Yours 
truly,    Walsall. 

BASS  FISHING  IN  AUGUST  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  yon  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  as  to  the  best  placeiHo  go  to  in  August 
for  bass  fishing  ? — Yours  truly,  E.  S. 


PISHING  QUARTERS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  someone  kindly  help  me  to  settle  a 
question  which  for  the  last  two  months  I  have  been  trying 
to  solve,  but  up  to  the  present  without  success  ?  I  have 
been  living  abroad  for  some  years,  and  have  returned  to 
spend  what  remains  of  my  life  in  England.  For  the  period 
of  time  above  mentioned  I  have  been  moving  about  looking 
for  a  resting-place,  but  have  seen  nothing  to  suit  me. 

I  want  a  bracing,  but  not  bleak,  npighbourhood,  and  a 
house  sheltered  from  cold  winds.  Fair  trout  and  coarse 
fishing,  free  or  by  payment^  an  essential  condition.  South 
or  West  of  England  not  suitable. — Yours  truly, 

___  Homeless. 

MONIKIE  FEATS. 
Dear  Sir, — As  yet  Mr.  Beattie,  of  Aberdeen,  has  paid 
no  attention  to  the  letters  which  have  appeared  in  your 
columns.  If,  as  we  are  led  to  believe,  he  did  catch  the 
thirty  fish  himself,  why  can't  he  say  so  ?  It  is  all  very 
well  for  "  Special  Scotch  "to  say  "  he  has  every  reason 
to  believe  so,"  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  every  reason 
to  doubt  it. 

Then  Mr.  Beattie  makes  the  feat  still  more  improbable 
by  his  remark  "  only  an  ordinary  day's  work."  I'd  like 
to  ask  him  when  the  last  occasion  was  on  which  he  had  as 
good  an  ordinary  day !  I  don't  believe  there  has  been 
such  a  fine  take  on  Monikie  with  one  rod  for  years.  I 
trust  Mr.  Beattie  will  see  fit  to  look  into  this  more  care- 
fully.—Yours  faithfully,         Monikie  Frequenter. 


LOCH  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir,— As  I  am  very  much  interested  in  loch 
fishing  in  Scotland,  and  knowing  that  Loch  Ruthven  was 
formerly  a  very  good  loch,  and  hearing  very  good  reports 
of  it,  I  came  here  last  month,  and  have  fished  almost 
daily  since  the  20th  ult. ,  but  have  only  had  three  or  four 
good  days,  for  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  reports  sent  you 
are  very  misleading.  In  my  Fishing  Gazette,  received 
Monday,  June  18,  I  see  it  stated :  "  Loch  Ruthven. — 
June 4,  Messrs.  Mackay,  110  trout" ;  instead  of  mentioning 
the  number  of  rode.  They  had  two  boats,  and  two  rods 
in  each  boat !  Would  it  not  be  well  to  refuse  reports  unless 
the  number  of  rods  are  stated,  when  more  than  one,  as 
there  are  so  many  unscrupulous  persons  about  Scotch  lochs. 
As  the  trout  here  are  very  much  diseased  with  a  "  wire- 
worm  "  in  a  cyst,  I  should  like  much  to  know  if  it  is 
common,  as  it  seems  to  kill  all  the  trout  before  they  reach 
much  above  lib.,  and  the  small  ones  are  filled  with  it, 
none  being  in  really  good  condition.  _A  few  of  the  trouiv 
have  tape-worm,  but  this  I  have  seen  in  Loch  Leven,  and 
in  lochs  north  of  Sutherlandshire.  But  this  wire-worm 
reduces  the  trout  to  more  like  an  eel ! 

I  send  you  a  few  entrails — which  I_  put  into  boracio 
acid — of  the  Loch  Ruthven  trout ;  the  wire-worm  does  not 
seem  to  like  the  boracic,  and  has  burst  the  cyst ! — I  am, 
Yours  truly,    0.  Colvin-Smith, 

FISHING  IN  THE  NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 
Sir, — I  should  be  very  grateful  if  you  or  any  philan- 
thropic and  well-informed  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
could  put  me  in  the  way  of  obtaining  at  some  quiet  plaoe 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  plenty  of  fresh  bracing  air  and 


decent  brown  and  white  trout  fishing  for  two  rods  during 
a  few  weeks,  commencing  in  August,  with  board  and 
lodging,  at  a  cost  suited  to  a  limited  purse.  There  used 
to  be  such  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moville  on 
Lough  Foyle,  and  Buncrana,  Rameltou,  Letterkenny,  &c., 
on  and  near  Lough  S  willy.  But  I  hear  that  County 
Donegal  has  been  severely  exploited  lately,  and  I  am 
afraid  that  any  well-known  or  ordinary  resorts  of  anglers 
and  tourists  would  be  not  only  too  expensive,  but  too 

Eopulous.  Of  course,  I  am  aware  that  a  stranger  cannot 
ope  to  p[et  first-rate  fishing  and  luxurious  treatment  with- 
out paying  for  them ;  but  fairly  good  fishing,  if  there  ia 
plenty  of  it,  would  be  good  enough,  and  for  that  I  should 
be  prepared  to  rough  it  a  bit. — Yours  truly, 

  G.  H.  R.  Hart. 

JUNIOR  FLY-FISHERS'  CLUB. 
Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  if  the 
Junior  Fly-Fishers'  is  still  in  existence,  and  where  its 
meetings  are  held,  &o.  ?  It  was  a  very  promising  club  a 
few  years  ago,  and  was  doing  good  work,  and,  I  believe, 
was  represented  last  year,  and  several  previous  years,  at 
the  national  competition  on  Loch  Leven ;  but  we  do  not 
read  any  reports  of  its  meetings  or  doings.  It  seems  a 
pity  that  a  club  fostering  the  love  of  fly  fishing  should  not 
meet  with  the  support  which  should  be  its  due. — Yours 
truly,    Flt-Fishee. 

THE  A.A.  GUIDE  BOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  number  I  notice  that  the  new 
secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Association  wanders  out  of  his 
way  by  stating  that  he  oannot  complete  the  A.A.  Guide 
Book  owing  to  the  delay  in  the  A.B.S.  audit.  What  this 
has  to  do  with  the  A.A.  I  oannot  tell,  and  the  excuse  is 
absurd.  Anyone  would  imagine  that  the  A.A.  is  the  sole 
controlling  power  for  the  business  of  the  A.6.S.,  but  of 
course  such  is  not  the  case. 

Having  been  elected  auditor  on  behalf  of  the  Central 
Association,  I  had  been  kept  waiting  since  the  first  week 
in  May  for  going  into  the  accounts  and  books,  and  got  a 
letter  the  third  week  in  June  asking  me  to  attend  at  two 
days'  notice. 

This  was  so  inconvenient  that  I  had  to  ask  Mr.  Ghurney 
to  kindly  postpone  the  audit  until  the  following  week, 
which  he  did,  and  Mr.  Close  and  myself  met  on  the  last 
Monday  in  June,  and  got  through  the  business  the  same 
evening. 

I  was  ready  to  audit  the  books  any  time  after  the  first 
week  in  May,  and  must  protest  against  the  indirect  manner 
of  having  blame  oast  upon  me,  apparently  for  the  purpose 
of  covering  other  people's  shortcomings,  and  upon  a  point 
with  which  they  have  absolutely  nothing  to  do. — Yours 
truly,  .  W.  H.  Elsmore. 

Brundall,  Norwich.   

HINTS  ON  CHUB  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
give  me  a  few  hints  that  would  help  me  to  capture  a  few 
of  the  chub  that  are  found  in  certain  reaches  of  the  Keadby 
Canal  ?  These  fish  are  only  found  in  certain  reaches,  and 
are  by  no  means  plentiful ;  consequently  they  are  rarely 
fished  for.  I  know  of  one  reach,  however,  where,  should 
the  day  be  bright  and  the  water  clear,  owing  to  there 
being  little  or  no  tra£Bc,  shoals  of  these  fish  may  be  seen  if 
the  seeker  only  uses  a  little  "  slimness."  On  the  least 
alarm  the  fish  appear  to  disappear  as  if  by  magic.  Conse- 
quently, as  there  are  no  trees  overhanging  the  water, 
it  is  practically  impossible  to  drop  the  bait  near  the 
fish  when  they  are  anywhere  near  the  surface.  Owing 
to  the  trafiic,  moreover,  the  fish  are  rarely  seen 
near  the  surface.  I  have  tried  fishing  about  18in.  deep 
with  cheese  paste,  and  also  I  have  tried  on  the  bottom 
with  the  same  bait,  but  I  have  had  very  little  luck. 

I  should  like  to  hear  of  a  good  ground  bait  to  be  used 
for  a  few  days  before  the  fishing,  so  as  to  collect  the  fish 
together,  and  I  should  like  some  idea  as  to  the  baits  to  use, 
size  of  hook,  &o.,  and  whether  under  the  circumstances  it 
would  not  be  the  better  plan  to  fish  on  or  near  the  bottom. 

Any  hints  that  would  help  me  to  capture  a  few  of  these 
shy  fish  during  my  coming  holidays  would  be  highly 
appreciated  by,— Yours  sincerely,  Merrimac. 


BAIT  PRESERVATIVES. 
Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
will  inform  me  where  formalin  can  be  obtained,  and  cost ; 
also  whether  glycerine  is  good  enough  to  preserve  roach, 
gudgeon,  &c.,  as  pike  baits  for  any  length  of  time,  say 
three  or  four  months.  There  is  a  King's  preservative 
advertised  ;  is  this  any  use  P  I  .want  something  that  will 
preserve  them  for  three  months  without  going  to  the 
expense  of  spirits  of  wine. — Yours  truly,  Anqler. 


The  admirable  programme  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  wa« 
added  to  this  week  by  the  inclusion  of  several  excellent 
performances,  and  on  Monday  other  fresh  business  will  be 
introduced.  The  excellent  series  of  War  Pictures,  which 
are  now  shown  on  the  central  stage  twice  daily,  have  been 
a  great  success. 


A  BLBSSIN9  IN  DisQuisE  is  Often  a  pleasant  surprise,  especially 
when  it  brings  us  relief  from  pain.  HoUoway'a  Ointment  will  be 
found  to  fulfil  both  these  conditions  to  those  who  have  faith  in  its  I 
merits.  Its  success  indneed  the  medical  profession  to  introduce 
it  into  the  hospitals  and  their  private  practice,  and  In  many 
instances  where  the  auffarer  was  oonsiderered  incurable,  Hollo- 
way's  Ointment,  in  conjunction  with  hia  Pills,  healed  the  most 
desperate  oaaes.  They  are  also  unequalled  for  the  cure  of 
scrofula,  acurvy,  and  all  diseases  of  the  skin,  and  the  cures  they 
effect  are  n»t  temporary  or  Imperfect,  for  by  their  purifying 
powers  they  bring  about  a  marvel]o«s  and  beneflcial  change  in 
tb«  wbole  system . 
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iNGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY, -JULY  14th,  1900. 


FLY  FISHING  NEAR  SCARBOEOUGH. 

Bt  the  Amateur  Angler. 
Since  I  last  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  jou 
from  (not  to  be  too  precise)  a  county  bordering  on 
Wales,  I  have  been  spending  the  remainder  of 
what  the  young  folks  in  the  city  are  good  enough 
to_  say  is  "  a  well-earned  holiday  "  in  the  North 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  at  Scarborough,  a  place  not 
wholly  unknown,  and  needing  no  reason  that  I 
know  of  that  I  should  attempt  to  popularise  it.  I 
am  not  much  attracted  by  the  sea,  that  is  to  say, 
I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  sit  all  day  on  the  sands, 
or  lounge  about  on  the  parades.  The  Spa,  with 
aU  its  attractions  for  the  young  and  the  gay,  has 
little  or  no  attraction  for  an  old  fellow  such  as  I 
am.  I  am  constrained  to  admit,  however,  that 
the  gardens  are  exceeding  pretty,  and  gay  with 
the  choice  flower  beds  and  winding  paths  in  and 
about  the  wooded  clifPs.  Do  not  for  a  moment 
suppose  that  I  despise  these  lovely  scenes.  I  am 
sure  if  I  were  of  the  same  age  as  any  of  the  young 
folk  I  see  about  me,  I  should,  like  them,  adore 
them,  as,  indeed,  I  did  once  many  and  many  a 
J  ear  ago,  when  "  youth  and  I  "  were  here  together. 
I  came  here  mainly  because  I  was  assured  there 


was  some  good  trout  fishing  to  be  got  within  an 
easy  distance — in  the  Yorkshire  Derwent,  and 
nearer  still,  in  Scalby  Beck— but  I  must  confess 
that  I  am  a  fair-weather  fisherman,  and  the  sort 
of  weather  which  I  found  on  the  borders  of  "Wales 
has  pm-sued  me  to  the  eastern  coast  of  Yorkshire. 
I  have  been  here  for  a  fortnight,  and  this,  my 
last  day,  I  can  truly  say  is  the  only  nice,  genial 
J uly  day  that  I  have  had  since  here  I  have  been. 
I  am  not  going  to  complain  of  the  weather — one 
has  to  accept  it,  however  rough  or  disagreeable  it 
may  be.  My  chief  objection  to  it  has  been  that 
it  was  not  of  the  sort  that  I  like  when  I  go 
a-fishing. 

One  doubtful  morning  early  I  started  off  for 
the  village  of  Ayton,  five  miles  away,  just 
where  the  Derwent  emerges  from  the  beauti- 
ful Forge  Valley.  I  had  provided  myself 
with  a  five  shilling  ticket  for  the  day.  I 
engaged  a  nice  lad  to  accompany  me,  and  we 
started  in  very  unpromising  weather — the  river 
dead  and  motionless,  grass  long  and  wet,  the  air 
leaden  and  oppressive,  betokening  a  thunderstorm, 
which  came  on  heavily  before  we  had  long  been 
at  work.  The  laws  of  this  club  are  stringent  and 
severe.  No  trout  shall  be  taken  under  Sin.  in 
length,  _  nor  shall  more  than  ten  brace  of  trout  be 
taken  in  a  day.  There  must  be  a  superabund- 
ance of  trout  in  this  valley,  for  I  learn  that  some 
5000  yearlings  were  put  in  a  year  ago,  and  to 
these  2000  have  been  added  this  year;  the 
probability  is  that  the  river  is  overstocked,  which 
also  may  account  for  the  smallness  of  the  fish  at 
the  present  time.  Doubtless  here  and  there  a  big 
trout  may  be  hidden  away  close  under  the  banks, 
but  there  was  no  rise  of  fly  to  tempt  them  up.  I 
was  not  long  in  hooking  three  brace,  of 
which  I  lost  one  brace,  and  the  others  I 
put  back,  being,  as  I  guessed,  for  I  had 
no  measure  with  me,  under  Sin.  When  I  met 
the  keeper  afterwards  I  found  to  my  grief  that  my 
rule  of  thumb  measurement  was  quite  wrong — 
according  to  true  measurement  I  had  put  back 
four  9in.  trout.  1  got  only  a  brace  and  a  half 
afterwards,  all  of  the  same  size,  and  then  came  on 
such  tempestuous  weather  that  I  gave  it  up. 

I  gave  up  my  ticket  to  the  keeper,  and  on 
examining  it,  "  Ah !  "  said  he,  "  I  remember  a 
young  gentleman  of  the  same  name  as  this  who 
was  here  about  eighteen  years  ago  for  three  days. 
I  remember  him  as  well  as  if  it  was  yesterday,  for 
he  was  the  best  fisherman  I  ever  saw  on  this  river. 
Why,  he  carried  off  his  ten  brace  of  trout  every 
day — and  they  were  big  'uns  here  in  those  days — 
to  say  nothing  of  the  lots  he  had  to  put  back,  as 
being  beyond  his  limit."  I  could  only  remark 
that  he  must  have  a  very  good  memory, 
otherwise  there  was  nothing  very  remarkable  in 
the  fact  of  two  men  of  the  same  name  having 
fished  that  river  at  an  interval  of  eighteen  years. 
The  most  curious  part  of  the  coincidence  was  that 
in  turning  up  an  old  number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  (Aug.  19,  1882)  I  came  upon  an  article 
entitled,  "  Fly  Fishing  near  Scarborough,"  written 
by  a  gentleman  of  the  same  name,  which  quite 
confirms  the  keeper's  report  to  me ;  and  so  this 
wonderful  angler  turns  out  to  be  not  only  of  the 
same  name  as,  but  somewhat  more  than  a  per 
sonal  acquaintance  of  my  own. 

I  only  travelled  up  the  river  as  far  as  the  wood 
extends,  and  then  the  weather  sent  me  back.  I 
was  told  afterwards  that  I  should  have  done  far 
better  if  I  had  begun  to  fish  where  I  left  off,  and 
fished  in  the  open  meadows  past  the  Everley 
Hotel,  and  up  to  Hackness. 

This  very  day,  my  last  at  Scarborough,  has 
been  really  a  lovely  summer  day.  I  have  just 
taken  a  trip,  in  order  to  realise  the  scene  and  get 
a  better  idea  of  the  country,  on  a  four-horse 
char-a-banc,  round  through  Ayton  and  up  by 
the  side  of  the  river  through  the  Forge 
VaUey,  past  Lord  Derwent's  place,  through  the 
village  of  Hackness,  back  through  Scalby,  and 
here  ;  and  what  a  lovely  thirteen-mile  drive  it  was 
on  the  only  reaUy  fine  day  we  have  had.  We 
stopped  for  half  an  hour  at  the  Everley  Hotel  (the 
only  inn  within  three  miles).  There  arrived  about 
the  same  time  ten  other  char-a-bancs,  as  they 
call  them — ugly  French  name — why  not  call  them 
brakes  ?  Each  of  these  ten  vehicles  carried  about 
twenty-five  passengers,  so  that  there  must  have 
been  250  in  all  glad  young  people  let  loose  in 
these  pretty  grounds  and  thoroughly  enjoying 
the  only  fine  day  they  have  seen  for  weeks. 
Among  them  were  two  or  thi-ee  happy  anglers 


who  immediately  wended  their  way  down  to  the 
river.  How  I  envied  them  as  I  saw  the  tops  of 
their  rods  glinting  in  the  sun  !  Why  had  I  not 
brought  my  rod  with  me  ?  The  char-a-banc  may 
have  gone  on  to  Jericho.  I  would  not  have  gone 
with  it.  Hereabouts  I  am  told  is  the  best  fishing 
on  the  Derwent. 

But  to  return  to  my  first  day's  fishing  after 
this  long  digiession.  I  have  no  other  incident 
to  relate  than  that,  unluckily,  in  making  a  cast, 
unaware  that  my  boy  was  too  close  behind  me, 
I  caught  him  by  the  ear — my  fly  was  firmly  fixed 
=-    the    rim    of    it — he    screamed    out,  and 


unfortunately,  tore  away  at  the  hook,  thereby 
causing  much  bloodshed  and  only  driving  it  in 
more  securely.  As  some  of  your  readers  may 
remember,  I  have  had  personal  experience  of  an 
eyed  hook  firmly  fixed — not  in  the  ear,  but  in  a 
still  more  prominent  feature.  I  hesitated  to 
perform  such  a  delicate  surgical  operation  as  was 
evidently  necessary  in  this  case,  so  I  hurried  him 
away  home.  He  started  off  on  his  bicycle  two  miles 
away,  and  came  back  before  I  left  the  village  with 
the  fly  stiU  sticking  in  his  ear.  The  doctor  was 
not  at  home. 

I  have  just  had  a  note  from  his  mother,  telling 
me  that  he  saw  the  doctor  at  twelve  o'clock  the 
same  night,  that  the  operation  was  successfully 
performed,  and  the  wound  is  healing. 

I  had  been  told  that  Scalby  Beck  was  a  good 
trout  stream  (the  trout  are  bigger  there,  running 
to  a  pound  or  two).    One  was  caught  there  not 
long  ago  weighing  41b.,  but  they  are  few  and  far 
between,  and  difficult  to  catch,  and  as  there  is  a 
select  club  of  a  dozen  members  owning  the  water, 
and_  they  give  strangers  the  great  privilege  of 
fishing  there  at  the  rate  of  Is.  a  day,  I  was 
tempted  to  give  it  a  trial.    I  drove  up  there  one 
gloomy  morning,  intending  to  fish  up  the  Beck 
from  the  sea,  as  I  had  been  advised.    I  landed  on 
the  bridge  which  crosses  the  stream  close  to  the  sea, 
and  I  looked  about  for  a  lad  to  carry  my  "  Patent 
Slip-on,"  my  bag,  and  my  net,  &c. ;  but  neither 
boy  nor  man  was  to  be  seen.    After  a  time  I  saw 
a  tramp  coming  along  the  road.     He  had  the 
appearance  of  being  an  honest  lad  "  down  on  his 
luck."    I  asked  him  if  he  wanted  a  job,  and  if  he 
would  go  a-fishing  with  me.    He  said  he  would, 
as  he  hadn't  a  copper  in  his  pocket,  and  had 
tasted  no  food  that  day.    He  was  not  exactly  the 
style  of  boy  to  do  one  much  credit  as  a  gillie. 
He  wore  a  passable  jacket,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think  he  had  a  shirt  on,  for  there  was  something 
white  sticking  out  of  a  big  hole  in  his  trousers 
not  far  away  from  the  tail  of  his  jacket,  and  his 
shoes  were  in  a  sad  state  of  dilapidation ;  but 
I  judged  him,  not  by  his  rags,  but  by  his 
pleasant  blue  eyes  and  honest-looking  counte- 
nance— poor  chap !  he  had  a  famished,  hungry 
look.     I  handed  him  the  few  little  biscuits 
I  happened  to  have  in  my  pocket,  and  I  engaged 
him  there  and  then  as  my  body  servant  for  the 
day.    He  put  on  my  fishirig  bag,  which  covered 
up  a  good  deal  that  was  not  sightly  ;  he  followed 
me,  and  turning  to  the  left  after  crossing  the 
bridge,  we  pursued  our  way  along  the  north  side 
of  the  stream.    We  met  an  old  man,  who  said  that 
the  long  pool  in  front  of  us  was  f  uU  of  tremendously 
big  chub — but  I  did  not  want  chub.    He  said  I 
had  better  cross  the  water  at  a  sort  of  weii-  a  little 
higher  up.     I  followed  his  advice — confound 
him.    I  found  myself  in  an  entanglement  of  scrub 
bushes,  burdocks,  nettles,  thoi-ns,  great  tall  things 
with  enormous  leaves  as  high  as  my  head — I 
think  they  are  called  wild  rhubarb.    Through  this 
impenetrable  forest  I  had  to  scramble  and  steer 
my  rod,  which  was  every  moment  catching  in 
something  or  other  overhead,  for  a  quarter  of  a 
mile,  but  scarcely  a  glimpse  could  I  get  of  the 
Beck,  and  my  man  followed  me  with  bag  and 
baggage,  till  we  came  to  a  tall  fence,  which  I  got 
over  somehow.    His  legs  were,  as  he  said,  "  more 
soople  "  than  mine,  and  he  got  over  easily.  We 
then  found  ourselves  in  an  open  field,  but  far  up 
above  the  water,  which  on  both  sides  was  every- 
where closely  lined  with  bushes,  and  inaccessible. 
By  perseverance  we  found  an  opening  at  last 
down  to  the  water,  which  just  here  was  running 
in  a  little  dribbling  stream,  for  the  Beck,  as  far 
as  I  could  see  of  it,  consisted  wholly  of  absolutely 
dead,  slimy  pools  or  little  trickling  streams  such 
as  the  one  we  had  now  reached.    As  there  seemed 
no  prospect  of  getting  near  the  water  on  our  side, 
we  walked  across  once  more  to  the  north  side 
without  wetting  the  soles  of  our  boots.    Alas  ; 


22 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[July  U,  1900 


that  side  was  even  worse.  We  pushed  along 
somehow,  up  and  down  banks,  till  we  came  to 
what  seemed  to  be  somebody's  garden.  The  upper 
part  of  it  was  laid  out  with  flower  beds,  but 
the  part  down  by  the  water  was  an  uncultivated 
wild,  "  where  weeds  and  flowers  promiscuous 
grow."  We  could  see  no  other  way  out,  so  we 
broke  into  this  garden  and  got  across  to  a  rocky 
place,  above  which  we  at  last  came  to  an  open 
pool — dead  and  slimy-looking.  We  were  now 
close  to  the  village,  and  the  water  looked  and 
smelled  as  if  it  was  strongly  impregnated  with 
the  sewage  of  that  village. 

By  and  bye  we  reached  the  turnpike  road,  and 
crossing  it,  to  pursue  our  course  up  this  lovely 
beck,  we  encountered  a  notice  board :  "  JSfo 
road — Trespassei-s  will  be  prosecuted."  I  inter- 
preted this  to  apply  to  outsiders,  not  to 
such  as  myself,  armed  as  I  was  with  a  Jive 
shilling  tichet.  Up  to  this  point  I  may  say 
I  had  scarcely  seen  the  river.  I  had  a  rare 
scramble  of  ups  and  downs,  and  many  chances  of 
tumbling  down  into  unseen  crevasses  covered  over 
with  ferns  or  nettles,  but  never  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  a  fish,  or  rise,  or  casting  my  line  upon  the 
water ;  so  I  boldly  passed  this  notice  board  and 
followed  the  south  side  of  the  river — the  water 
here  looked  a  little  more  lively — and  in  a  very 
inaccessible  place  I  actually  saw  a  rise !  I  tried 
between  the  bushes  below  me,  for  I  was  on  a 
high  bank,  to  get  over  that  fish,  when  suddenly 
across  the  water  came  a  stentorian  voice ; 
"  Are  you  aware,  sii',  that  you  are  trespassing  ?  " 
I  looked  up  and  I  saw  two  gentlemen  standing  on 
the  opposite  bank.  I  explained  apologetically 
that  I  certainly  was  not  aware  of  it ;  that  I  held  a 
ticket  from  the  Scalby  Beck  Club,  which  I  sup- 
posed entitled  me  to  fish  up  to  the  Derwent. 
"  Tou  are  mistaken,  su-;  the  river  between 
these  two  bridges  is  my  private  property." 
"  However,"  he  most  kindly  added,  "  as  you 
are  there  you  may  fish  on  if  you  like  up 
to  the  bridge.  I  may  tell  you  that  you 
will  find  the  gate  locked,  but  I  daresay  you 
will  manage  to  get  over  it  somehow."  He  added, 
smilingly,  "you  may  get  some  better  fishing 
above  the  bridge  than  I  am  afraid  you  have  had 
down  below."  I  did  manage  somehow  to  climb 
over  that  terrible  spiked  gate,  but  it  was  at  the 
risk  of  seriously  injuring  myself,  and  my 
"  soople  "  companion  got  over  easily.  We  found 
ourselves  in  the  turnpike  road.  I  vowed  I  would 
fish  no  more.  I  have  gone  into  these  details 
because  I  really  think  it  is  improper  that 
a  club — composed,  I  have  no  doubt,  of  gentle- 
men— should  demand  5s.  for  a  day's  walk  such 
as  I  have  attempted  faithfully  to  describe. 
I  can  only  regard  it  as  an  unwarrantable  imposi- 
tion. One  wonders  for  what  purpose  such  a  club 
exists.  It  does  absolutely  nothing  to  keep  the 
river  in  decent  order,  and  I  venture  to  think  that 
if  any  member  of  it  ever  attempts  to  follow  in 
my  footsteps  through  those  pathless  woods  it 
could  only  be  in  expiation  of,  and  as  a  terrible 
penance  for,  sins  of  omission  as  well  as  com- 
mission as  regards  this  wretched  ditch.  I 
presume  it  is  considered  to  be  a  perfectly  use- 
less extravagance  to  put  a  keeper  to  watch  on  that 
hideous  beck ;  he  would  surely  soon  commit  suicide. 
At  all  events,  I  never  saw  a  human  being  from  one 
end  to  the  other.  I  could  certainly  have  per- 
formed the  deeds  I  did  with  perfect  impunity, 
and  without  paying  5s.  for  a  ticket.  It 
may  be  that  at  certain  times  and  seasons 
this  beck,  which,  it  appears,  is  nothing  but 
an  outlet  for  the  overflow  of  the  Derwent 
in  times  of  flood,  may  afford  sport  for 
anglers,  and  probably  there  are  big  trout  in 
it,  as  the  ticket  agent  told  me,  but  my  experience 
may  serve  as  a  caution  to  other  anglers  to  be 
careful  how  and  when  they  lay  out  their  money 
if  they  expect  to  do  better  than  I  did.  The 
game  is  certainly  not  worth  the  candle.  We 
walked  along  the  turnpike  road  till,  weary, 
exhausted,  and  exasperated,  we  found  welcome 
at  an  inn.  There  I  gave  my  tramp  such  a 
"  tuck  out "  as  he  did  not  appear  to  have  had 
for  a  long  time.  He  said  he  was  a  turner  by 
trade,  that  he  had  been  thrown  out  of  work  at 
Manchester,  was  tramping  that  day  from  Scar- 
borough to  Whitby  (twenty-two  miles)  on  his 
way  home  to  Newcastle,  where  he  had  friends. 
He  had  carried  my  "  swag  "  carefully  through  the 
woods,  and  only  lost  two  useful  web  straps,  which 
may  have  been  torn  from  his  ragged  pockets  by 


the  brambles.  I  furnished  him  not  only  with  a 
bellyful  of  food  but  some  means  to  pursue  his 
long  journey,  and  I  assure  you  the  gratitude  the 
poor  fellow  showed  by  his  words  and  his  looks 
was  an  abundant  reward  for  me  for  the  trials  we 
had  undergone  together. 

Never  again  wUl  I  attempt  to  fish  in  Scalby 
Beck. 


TO  THE  BEGINNER. 


I  KKOw  several  anglers  who,  when  they  go  a- 
fishing,  never  consider  what  they  are  going  to  fish 
for,  and  the  result  is,  more  often  than  not,  failure. 
Depend  upon  it,  tackle  some  anglers  fondly 
imagine  will  do  to  catch]  almost  any  sort  of  fish 
will  do  for  none.  With  these  clever  gentlemen 
who  are  always  going  to  try  "  for  anything  they 
can  catch,"  if  one  examines  their  tackle,  and 
happens  to  know  where  they  are  going  to  fish, 
one  need  never  be  surprised,  for  everything  from 
beginning  to  end  is  out  of  place — rod  stiff  and 
heavy,  line  thick,  float  bulky,  gut  coarse,  and 
hook  too  large.  On  the  other  hand,  one  will  see 
an  angler  going  to  fish  a  moderately  fast  stream 
with  a  float  that  cannot  possibly  carry  sufiicient 
weight  to  keep  the  bait  well  down  ;  consequently 
it  is  swirled  up  towards  the  surface,  and  twisting 
and  twirling  so  far  above  the  heads  of  any  fish  in 
the  swim  worth  trying  for  that  they  have  no 
chanoe  to  see  it.  He  elects  to  use  a  float  that 
would  admirably  suit  a  fleet,  lake,  mere,  or  any 
still  water  on  a  calm  day,  instead  of  using  one 
that  would  carry  five  or  six  No.  4  shots,  with  the 
lowest  shot  about  15in.  from  the  hook.  I  say  on 
a  calm  day,  when  the  red  tip  stands  like  a  beacon 
out  of  the  water,  and  a  quiver  or  dip  of  it  can  be  seen. 
Presently  the  scene  changes  ;  a  breeze  springs  up, 
the  small  red-tipped  quill  is  swamped  by  the 
wavelets,  and  is  useless.  He  has  not  another 
float,  and  the  only  thing  left  for  him  to  do  is  to 
ledger,  or,  in  other  words,  to  wait  for  a  passing  fish 
to  take  his  bait,  for  ground-bait  he  has  none. 

On  such  days  as  these  I  have  taken  many 
splendid  bream  by  using  a  large  quill  float  about 
I2in.  in  length,  anchored  with  a  bullet  that  will 
hold  its  own  against  the  wash  of  the  waves,  with 
the  depth  so  arranged  for  the  float  to  ride  about 
2in.  out  of  the  water. 

It  is  a  case  of  sometimes  seeing  it,  and  some- 
times not,  and  it  is  impossible  to  detect  a  bite  as 
one  would  in  a  calm,  but  the  angler  can  always 
allow  the  line  to  curve  or  bow  from  the  top  of  the 
rod  to  the  water,  and  whether  he  can  see  his 
float  or  not  the  moment  the  line  straightens  and 
ceases  to  form  a  bow,  he  may  strike  with  confi- 
dence. "  Bream  only  bite  well  in  calm  weather." 
I  have  had  some  splendid  takes  of  bream  when  it 
was  blowing  so  hard  that  it  was  impossible  to  hold 
the  rod,  for  the  top  was  blown  and  swished  about 
like  the  tops  of  Lombardy  poplars  in  a  storm. 
Of  course  one  could  ledger  without  a  float  and  a 
pellet  of  ground  bait,  and  have  done  with  it,  but 
it  is  comparatively  easy  when  thus  ledgering  with 
a  float  to  get  it  from  8yds.  to  lOyds.  out  to  any 
desired  spot  where  there  is  a  deep  hole  or  harbour 
for  the  fish,  and  where  one's  ground  bait  can  be 
thrown ;  for  the  water,  though  so  rough  on  the 
surface,  is  quiet  enough  below. 

It  is  very  pleasant,  when  following  a  certain 
style  of  fishing  in  catching  one  sort  of  fish,  to 
catch  several  others,  as  in  pegging  and  long 
corking  for  instance,  but,  generally  speaking,  the 
beginner  wiU  find  it  very  disappointing  work 
attempting  to  catch  three  or  four  sorts  of  fish  in 
some  rivers  in  the  course  of  one  day's  fishing. 
There  is  a  multiplicity  of  things  against  it,  and  I 
think  that  I  may  say  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction that  he  will  find  it  more  profitable  to 
try  his  skill  on  one  sort  of  fish,  be  it  roach,  bream, 
dace,  perch,  &c.  I  have  known  anglers  so 
exceedingly  green  try  for  certain  fish  in  certain 
rivers  where  they  would  never  catch  one,  for  the 
simple  reason  no  such  fish  were  ever  caught  there 
or  were  ever  likely  to  be.  In  other  rivers  odd 
fish  of  several  kinds  may  be  taken,  such  as  chub, 
barbel,  carp,  and  tench,  and  one  will  sometimes 
hear  of  a  greenhorn  go  to  a  lot  of  expense 
and  trouble  in  trying  to  catch  these  odd  fish  when 
there  are  other  fish  that  would  give  good  sport. 
I  have  known  several  anglers  use  the  same  rod  for 
barbel,  chub,  roach,  dace,  bream,  perch,  flounders, 
and  eels.  In  one  case  the  rod  was  not  more  than 
lift,  in  length  with  only  one  top;  in  fact,  I 


consider  carrying  an  extra  top  about  a  great 
nuisance.  One  clever  angler  in  particular  I  knew 
who  never  used  but  one  rod  for  any  of  the  fish 
mentioned  above.  It  was  a  rod  made  by  himself 
with  one  top,  and  he  used  to  catch  a  few,  but  not 
one  angler  in  fifty  would  care  to  be  seen  in  a  forty- 
acre  field  with  it.  Except  when  he  was  going  to 
do  a  little  spinning  for  pike  on  the  quiet,  I  never 
saw  him  take  but  one  rod.  To  the  tyro  I  say,  if 
possible,  never  fish  with  more  than  one  rod.  If 
the  fish  are  on  the  feed  one  rod  is  quite  enough, 
and  if  they  are  not  two  are  too  many.  One  should 
endeavour  to  procure  the  rod  that  is  best  adapted 
for  the  fish  one  wishes  to  catch.  Scores  of  young 
anglers  (and  others)  buy  rods,  try  them  in  their 
back  yards  and  gardens,  attempt  to  catch  fish  with 
them,  and  get  rid  of  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
They  range  from  5s.  to  £5,  as  the  case  may  be. 
One  has  not  enough  backbone;  another  is  too 
stiff  and  cumbersome ;  a  third  is  too  whippy  ;  a 
fourth  is  too  thick  in  the  butt ;  a  fifth  is  too  thin, 
&c. ;  and  many  anglers  somehow  find  all  this 
out  when  it  is  too  late. 

In  fishing  with  two  rods,  one  rod  must 
necessarily  to  a  great  extent  fish  "on  its  own," 
and  I  have  noticed  that  the  attention  which  is 
frequently  given  to  one  rod  at  a  particular 
moment  should  have  been  given  to  the  other,  and 
a  fish  is  lost.  But  even  Walton  recommends  the 
use  of  three  rods  when  angling  for  bream  in  a 
stream  (and  by  stream  I  suppose  he  means  river), 
but  even  he  takes  care  to  say :  "  Leave  your  bag, 
with  the  rest  of  your  tackling  and  ground-bait, 
near  the  sporting-place  all  night." 

Now,  when  fishing  in  a  stream,  and  sport  is 
bad,  I  have  sometimes  an  idea  that  a  lovely  eddy 
that  I  know,  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  off,  may 
be  occupied  by  the  identical  bream  that  I  wish  to 
catch,  and  whether  one  elects  to  pack  up  the 
whole  bag  of  tricks  or  carry  the  three  rods  as  they 
are,  with  one's  food,  ground-bait,  worms,  possibly 
bag  (and  for  certain  a  basket),  and  perhaps  a 
bottle  of  beer,  over  ten  or  twelve  gates,  stiles, 
fences,  most  of  the  latter  pi'otected  with  barbed 
wire  (especially  if  one  is  not  on  the  towing-path 
side  of  the  river),  it  is  not  a  cheerful  prospect. 

The  most  remarkable  thing  I  ever  saw  in  the 
three-rod  line  was  in  a  tidal  river  last  autumn. 
It  was  an  old  gentleman  with  three  roach  poles ; 
and  no  sooner  had  he  them  nicely  fixed,  and 
seated  himself  on  his  basket,  than  the  top  of  the 
first  rod  was  pulled  nearly  to  the  surface  by  a 
piece  of  weed  and  rubbish  catching  on  the  line, 
and  whilst  he  was  extricating  the  green,  pappy, 
slimy  weed  from  his  tackle,  a  mass  of  dead  rushes 
came  sweeping  along,  caught  his  second  line,  and 
to  prevent  a  catastrophe  he  had  to  drop  his  first 
rod  and  rush  to  his  second  one. 

It  was  a  most  interesting  spectacle,  for  some- 
times he  had  one  line  in,  and  sometimes  none, 
and  I  never  saw  an  angler  do  so  much  hopping 
about  in  such  a  short  time  in  my  life — a  scene 
once  seen,  never  forgotten.  I  do  not  think  he 
caught  a  single  fish,  whilst  my  friend  and  myself, 
fishing  in  the  next  field,  had  about  121b.  of  bream, 
roach,  and  eels,  using  one  rod  each,  which  we 
found  quite  enough  to  manage  properly.  When  the 
time  came  for  packing  up  he  had  taken  his  rods  to 
pieces,  and  so  mixed  them  up  on  the  bank  that  he 
did  not  know  which  joints  belonged  to  one  bag 
and  which  to  the  other,  and  after  a  terrible  pother 
he  just  managed  to  arrive  at  the  station  in  time 
to  bundle  neck  and  crop  into  a  carriage.  So  much 
for  fishing  with  three  rods. 

Worms. — I  cannot  understand  why  so  many 
anglers  will  take  their  worms  in  boxes  of  black 
mould,  when  they  can  go  to  the  florist  and  for  a 
penny  get  a  capital  bundle  of  moss  (sphagnum  is 
the  best)  in  which  to  keep  such  worms  for  a  few 
days.  The  moss  should  be  pulled  to  pieces, 
picked  over,  well  washed,  the  water  squeezed  out, 
then  pressed  well  down  in  a  pail  or  pan,  and  the 
worms  put  on  the  top  and  kept  in  a  cool  place. 
There  are  certain  very  long  worms  (longer  than 
lobs),  with  a  peculiar  sheen  and  dark  blue  heads, 
found  in  certain  soils,  that  are  very  tough,  even 
when  first  dug  out  of  the  ground,  but  there  are 
others,  such  as  the  marsh  worm,  that  it  is 
impossible  to  put  on  the  hook  (even  when  the 
fingers  are  well  covered  with  sand — which  they 
always  should  be)  without  losing  tail  after  tail ; 
the  least  wriggle  on  the  part  of  the  worm,  and, 
presto!  the  tail  has  gone.  Such  worms,  with 
cockspurs,  maiden  dews,  brandlings,  cow-dung 
bobs,  gilt  tails,  and  red  garden  worms,  should  be 
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sconred  for  four  or  five  days  in  moss  as  described 
above.  The  angler  will  find  it  much  nicer  to  pick 
out  of  the  moss  from  a  clean  thin  linen  bag, 
thi'ough  which  the  worms  can  get  plenty  of 
air,  a  worm  for  the  hook  than  a  nasty  pappy 
dead  and  alive  worm  from  dirty  earth,  from  a 
box  none  too  clean,  with  often  not  a  single  hole 
in  the  lid  to  admit  a  particle  of  air.  With 
respeet  to  the  "  brandling,"  it  is  a  strange  thing 
that  whilst  some  fish  often  prefer  it  to  other 
worms,  it  acts  as  a  poison  on  reptiles  and 
batrachians,  and  has  been  known  to  kill  both  the 
axolotl  and  young  snakes.  Old  Anglee. 


THE  EMPIRE  HOTEL,  LOWESTOFT. 

We  are  glad  to  give  our  readers  an  illustration 
of  this  new  palatial  building,  situated  on  the 
high  Kirkley  Cliff  at  the  southern  end  of 
bracing  Lowestoft,  one  of  the  finest  hotels  on 
the  English  Coast.  We  cannot  do  better  than 
quote  particulars  given  in  the  excellent  little 
brochure  issued  by  Messrs.  Spiers  and  Pond, 
Limited,  who  deserve  a  rich  reward  for  their 
spirited  policy  and  liberality  in  this  latest  addition 
to  their  well-managed  hotels. 

"  The  hotel  is  built  of  red  bricks,  with  Ancaster 
stone  dressings,  the  roof  being  covered  with  green 


decorated  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  salle  k 
manger ;  so,  also,  is  the  billiard  room,  save  that 
the  panelling  is  in  mahogany.  On  the  ground 
floor  there  are,  in  addition,  private  and  childrens' 
dining  rooms,  the  hair-dressing  room,  and  ladies' 
and  gentlemen's  toilet  rooms. 

"The  drawing  room  is  decorated  in  Louis 
Quinze  style,  the  walls  and  ceilings  being  painted 
in  delicate  tints,  while  the  enrichments  are 
relieved  with  gold.  The  public  rooms  on  the 
ground  floor  have  been  so  planned  that  they  can 
be  thrown  together  for  receptions,  balls,  and 
concerts. 

"  The  upper  floors  are  approached  from  the 
grand  hall  by  a  handsome  staircase  of  oak  or  by 
lifts.  On  these  floors  are  double  and  single- 
bedded  rooms,  bath  rooms,  and  many  self- 
contained  suites,  all  decorated  and  furnished 
most  artistically. 

"  A  notable  feature  is  the  provision  of  shaded 
verandahs  on  all  floors. 

"  The  hotel  is  lighted  throughout  by  electricity ; 
and  as  the  popularity  of  Lowestoft — in  conse- 
quence of  its  excellent  climate  —  is  rapidly 
increasing  as  a  winter  resort,  radiators  have4)een 
provided  for  heating  the  public  rooms  and 
corridors.  The  building  is  fully  equipped  with 
appliances  for  extinguishing  fire.  The  electric 
light  and  engineering  plant  are  contained  in  a 
detached  building. 


Westmoreland  slates.  It  possesses  a  noble  and 
pleasing  elevation,  surmounted  by  a  lofty  tower, 
from  which  there  is  a  splendid  view  extending 
almost  to  Norwich.  This  tower,  which  is  a 
decided  and  impressive  feature  of  the  hotel,  has 
been  specially  adapted  as  a  '  look-out '  for  visitors. 
It  has  a  lounge  at  an  elevation  of  200ft.  above 
the  sea  level.  The  hotel,  it  may  be  added,  has  a 
frontage  of  220ft.  and  a  depth  of  100ft.  It 
comprises  basement  and  ground  floors,  with  four 
floors  above. 

"  It  is  approached  from  the  Kirkley  Cliff  road 
by  a  wide  carriage  drive.  On  entering  through  a 
fine  portico  and  reception  hall  we  step  into  that 
indispensable  feature  of  all  up-to-date  hotels — a 
large  and  luxurious  grand  hall,  which  extends 
from  the  front  to  the  back  of  the  building. 
Opening  from  this  haH,  and  on  the  same  floor,  are 
the  salle  :\  manger,  restaurant,  drawing,  smoking 
and  billiard  rooms,  and  the  library.  The  grand 
hall  is  elaborately  panelled  in  wainscot  and  has 
solid  gold  capitals  to  the  columns  and  pilasters. 
The  walls  above  the  panelling  are  painted  a  soft 
cream  colour. 

"  The  salle  a  manger,  where,  of  course,  the 
table  d'hote  dinner  is  served  at  separate  tables, 
has  a  minstrels'  gallery,  where  the  orchestra 
performs  at  meal  times.  This  room,  like  the 
grand  hall,  is  panelled  in  wainscot,  the  cornice 
and  capitals  of  the  columns  and  pilasters  being 
relieved  with  gold,  the  walls  above  the  panelling 
being  papered  with  a  rich,  embossed  leather  paper. 

"  The  restaurant,  where  repasts  are  served  a  la 
carte,  the  library,  and  the  smoking  room  are 


■'  The  hotel  was  designed  by  Messrs.  Isaacs  and 
Florence,  and  erected,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  architects,  by  Messrs.  William  Johnson  and 
Co.,  Limited,  of  Wandsworth  Common. 

"  The  decorations  are  by  Messrs.  Smee  and 
Cobay,  of  139,  New  Bond-street,  W. 

"The  sanitation,  by  Messrs.  George  Jennings 
and  Co.,  of  Lambeth,  is  of  the  most  modern  and 
scientific  type,  and  has  received  special  attention 
in  every  respect." 


FINE    SPORT   AT  THE  WORTHYS, 
NEAR  WINCHESTER. 


THE  ANGLING  SEASON  IN  THE 
NORTH. 


The  trout,  all  pure  bred  Itchen  fish,  turned 
down  by  Mr.  G.  Valentine  Coi-rie,  at  theWorthys, 
near  Winchester,  have  done  remarkably  well. 
One  day  in  the  eai'ly  part  of  this  month  (July) 
Lord  Winchester  had  some  grand  sport  on  small 
fly ;  his  basket  included  a  l^race  of  4-pounders,  a 
brace  of  3-pounders,  and  one  of  lilb.,  and  one  of 
lib.  6oz.,  besides  smaller  fish,  which  were  returned 
to  the  river. 

The  four  best  fish,  weighing  141b.,  are  being 
set  up.  This  is  the  best  small  fly  basket  we  have 
heard  of  this  season. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issned  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dmistan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office. — A  0ATAL09UE  Of  thesM  Text  Boobs,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, find  Indian  G-OTenunenc  Pablioactiens  can  be  had  en 
appHcatioB 


For  the  past  six  weeks  salmon  angling  has 
been  somewhat  slack  all  over  the  north.  From 
the  Tweed  to  the  Thurso  little  or  nothing  has 
been  done  on  account  of  the  adverse  nature  of  the 
weather  and  the  very  low  state  of  the  waters. 
However,  matters  have  considerably  altered 
during  the  past  fortnight.  Rains  have  been 
abundant,  and  a  very  satisfactory  run  of  fish  has 
been  felt,  so  that  what  is  left  of  the  summer 
season  will  be  passed  under  more  favourable 
auspices  than  were  the  latter  end  of  May  and  the 
early  weeks  of  J une.  The  grilse  season,  although 
late,  is  now  an  assured  success,  and  the  first  of 
the  early  autumn  fish  are  beginning  to  show  up 
in  very  considerable  numbers  and  good  weights, 
and  especially  on  the  Aberdeen  and  earlier  coast 
stations. 

The  angling  returns  from  Loch  Tay  have  been 
the  worst  experienced  for  many  years  back,  and 
the  same  with  regard  to  the  tributaries ;  but  on 
the  main  stream  a  fair  average  is  still  being 
enjoyed.  The  sudden  drop  in  the  later  spring- 
run  salmon  experienced  all  over,  which  occurred 
about  the  middle  of  May,  is  somewhat  difiBcult  to 
account  for — one  of  these  mysterious  tactics  of 
Salmo  salar,  which  is  puzzling  in  the  extreme  to 
the  proverbial  old  fisherman,  and  most  tantalising, 
to  the  early  summer  angler.  But  drop  off  he  did, 
not  only  on  the  Tay  and  Dee,  but  generally  all 
along  the  east  and  north  coasts,  instead  of  tailing 
off,  as  they  usually  do,  about  the  end  of  May. 
The  only  feasible  explanation  lies  in  the  backward 
spring,  the  slow  descent  of  kelts — which  constitute 
the  bulk  of  the  later  spring  fish  after  they  have 
mended  in  the  sea — and  their  consequently 
retarded  migrations  from  the  briny.  The  fact  is, 
that  the  run  of  salmon  presently  being  expe- 
rienced in  shoals  of  greater  or  less  magnitude  are 
really  delayed  spring  fish  of  the  second  migration. 

On  some  rivers  there  is  a  distinct  run  of  July 
salmon,  averaging  about  141b.,  and  these  and  this 
season's  grilse  have  brought  down  the  prices  of 
salmon  from  Is.  lid.  to  Is.  Id.  per  pound — a  drop 
of  close  on  100  per  cent,  within  a  couple  of  weeks 
at  the  most.  This  gives  a  fair  index  to  the 
general  supplies  on  the  market,  and  at  the  same 
time  shows  the  satisfactory  prospects  now  attend- 
ing the  summer  salmon  angler  compared  with 
what  they  were  a  few  weeks  back. 

The  run  of  grilse  has  been  the  heaviest 
experienced  for  some  years  back.  Late  in 
coming  away,  they  have  made  up  for  their  delay  in 
increased  weights,  and  the  general  average  all 
over  is  between  41b.  and  Sib.,  while  the  quality 
has  never  been  surpassed,  and  leaves  nothing  to 
be  desired.  They  are  now  being  met  with  in  con- 
siderable numbers  on  the  middle  and  upper 
reaches  of  our  long  seasoned  rivers,  but  chiefly  on 
the  far  inland  waters,  having  run  right  through. 

Sea  trout,  a  scarce  commodity  at  the  best,  are 
somewhat  more  in  evidence  at  present,  having 
come  away  in  considerable  numbers  with  the 
grilse,  and  varying  in  weights  from  lilb.  to  2^1b. 
and  31b.  On  some  rivers  they  are  even  heavier, 
and  several  up  to  51b.  and  61b.  have  been  got  in 
the  Tthan  and  Ugie  netting  stations. 

The  average  weights  of  salmon  on  the  Tay 
recently  have  run  from  131b.  to  151b.,  while  not  a 
few  have  been  got,  chiefly  to  the  lower  netters, 
scaling  up  to  351b.  and  401b.,  and  over,  the  top 
weight  being  a  beauty  of  511b.  On  the  North 
and  South  Esks  the  trouting  season  has 
been  the  best  enjoyed  for  years,  and  baskets 
from  121b.  to  251b.  have  been  made  recently  on 
these  Forfarshire  streams.  On  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Dee  six  fish  to  a  single  rod  has  been 
the  top  score  in  any  single  day,  and  this  on 
the  Invarcauld  private  waters.  On  the  BaJlater 
and  lower  section  salmon  angling  has  been 
at  a  discount  for  months  past,  but  on  the  sections 
between  Banchory  and  Aberdeen — the  lower  half 
of  the  river  a  first-class  trouting  season  has  been 
enjoyed — pike  also  coming  in  for  a  good  share  of 
attention  on  the  Blair's  College  and  some  other 
beats  dui-ing  the  late  spell  of  drought. 

On  the  Don  a  splendid  migration  of  smolts  took 
place,  if  the  word  splendid  can  justifiably  be  used 
in  any  sense  in  connection  with  the  "  Poor  old 
Don,"  but  the  same  show  has  not  been  witnessed 
for  a  dozen  years  and  more,  and  this  is  a  healthy 
sign  for  the  revival  of  salmon  angling  at  no 
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distant  date.  The  river  has  been  in  fair  volume, 
and  a  good  few  grilse  got  over  the  dykes  with  the 
last  spate.  The  trout  anglers  have  again  been 
doing  exceedingly  well,  chiefly  on  the  upper 
waters,  clear  water  worming  baskets  up  to  201b. 
and  251b.  not  being  rare,  and  the  top  weights 
ranging  up  to  41b.,  while  one  angler  had  a  trout 
of  61b.  on  the  Alford  water. 

Salmon  have  been  quite  plentiful  on  the  coast, 
ranging  up  to  25  lb.  and  301b.,  and  one  of  421b. 
was  got  the  week  before  last.  These  are  the  early 
autumn  fish.  On  the  Deveron  little  salmon 
angling  has  been  done  for  months,  but 
trouting  has  been  better  than  for  a  number  of 
years  back.  The  silting  up  of  the  river  mouth  is 
blamed  for  the  lack  of  fish  getting  up,  and  some 
good  spates  will  be  necessary  before  a  clearance 
can  be  effected.  An  average  netting  season  has 
been  had  in  the  Spey  district,  but  the  salmon 
angler  has  again  been  terribly  hard  hit  this  year 
on  the  Spey  all  the  season  through,  and 
particularly  so  on  the  mid-reaches,  where  sport 
has  seldom  been  so  miserably  poor.  In  the  Ness 
district  some  splendid  trouting  has  been  enjoyed 
on  the  numerous  lochs  attached  to  the  hotels,  and, 
in  fact,  this  applies  to  loch  fishing  in  general,  and 
the  northern  lochs  in  particular.  On  Lochleven 
the  season  has  been  the  best  enjoyed  since  1888. 

G.  M. 


THE  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  TROUTING 
SEASON. 


Now  that  the  trouting  season  is  well  advanced, 
a  few  brief  remarks  and  items  of  sport  had  in  this 
famous  trouting  county  may  not  be  out  of  place 
to  our  readers.  The  season  opened  the  first 
week  in  April  under  very  adverse  conditions, 
and  the  weather  continued  rough  and  blusterous 
right  on  to  past  Easter,  the  Easter  anglers  having 
a  sorry  time  of  it.  March  Browns  and  Blue  and 
Olive  Dans  hatched  out  very  well  during  April, 
but  not  in  such  quantities  as  in  former  years. 
Creels  continued  to  be  small  until  the  Yellow 
May  Dun  and  Alder  made  its  appearance,  when 
we  began  to  hear  of  creels  of  from  three  to  five 
brace. 

The  May  Fly  made  its  first  appearance  about  the 
middle  of  May,  and  was  well  on  by  the  end  of  the 
month,  but  never  came  on  in  such  vast  numbers 
as  in  former  years,  and  the  trout  never  really  got 
glutted  with  them.  Some  splendid  sport  was  had 
on  the  Coin,  Leach,  Upper  Windrush,  &c.,  during 
the  May  Fly ;  on  the  Windrush  one  man  getting 
up  to  nineteen  brace. 

Two  or  three  rods  got  up  to  the  limit  of  five 
brace  on  the  Bull  water  at  Fairford,  but  even  at 
the  height  of  the  fly  skilful  men  only  could  show 
good  creels.  The  Buzz  May  Fly  was  in  strong 
evidence  on  the  hotel  waters  of  the  Coin.  There 
were  but  few  of  the  huge  patterns  once  seen  on 
the  Gloucestershire  streams,  small  patterns  being 
much  preferred. 

The  evening  fishing  has  up  to  the  present 
time  been  very  poor,  it  having  been  too  cold. 
Taken  on  the  whole,  it  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  an  average  season,  the  early  fishings  being 
very  poor,  but  the  liberal  re-stocking  of  both 
hotel  and  private  waters  this  year  is  bound  to  tell 
its  tale  next  season.  The  biggest  trout  killed  as 
yet  on  hotel  waters  on  the  Coin  was  one  at  Fair- 
ford,  its  weight  being  2|lb.,  but  last  week  on  a 
private  length  a  gentleman  killed  a  handsome 
brace  that  weighed  51b.,  caught  on  the  yellow- 
bodied  Scorcher.  The  best  creels  of  average- 
sized  trout  as  yet  on  the  Coin  has  been  from  six 
to  eight  brace,  weighing  from  181b.  to  201b.  The 
trouting  season  closes  on  September  29,  but  there 
is  not  much  done  after  partridge  sporting  begins. 
The  favourite  rods  this  season  have  been  split 
cane  and  greenheart  in  either  two  or  three  joints. 
Several  Gloucestershire  anglers  have  gone  to  the 
front,  and  one  of  the  most  genial  of  them  lost 
his  life  just  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  going  into 
Pretoria,  when  the  May  Fly  was  at  its  height,  and 
in  which  he  hoped  to  have  been.       Dry  Flt. 


The  Royal  Aqnarium  programme  will,  from  Monday, 
inclade  Geo.  W.  Kenway,  ihe  popular  comedian;  Miss 
Clara  Dowle,  the  accompiiahed  soprano ;  David  Poole,  a 
ventriloquist;  and  DaSon  and  Langton,  in  a  comical 
iketch,  "  The  Boxing  Academy."  On  Satuiday,  the  21st, 
the  London^  Cage  Bird  Association  will  hold  their  annaal 
display  of  birds  bred  daring  the  jear. 


A  RATTLING  DAY. 

Things  went  indeed  merrily  with  me  when,  on 
the  first  opportunity  which  presented  itself  since 
the  opening  of  the  coarse  season,  I  made  an 
attack  upon  the  fine  roach  to  be  met  with  in  the 
prolific  Colne,  or  to  be  more  explicit,  in  that 
portion  of  the  pretty  river  at  Uxbridge  the 
fishing  rights  in  which  are  held  by  the  renowned 
Piscatorial  Society.  Roach  fishing  here  is  pro- 
hibited, and  very  properly  so,  until  July  1,  the 
fish  not  being  in  anything  like  condition  until 
then,  and  it  was  a  full  week  later  than  that  when 
I  renewed  my  acquaintance  with  the  bottom  fish 
there,  all  sorts  and  kinds  of  which,  from  barbel  to 
bream  and  perch  to  tench,  abound. 

I  am  free  to  make  the  confession  that  I  am 
somewhat  of  a  roach  enthusiast.  The  more  one 
follows  up  roach  fishing  the  more  the  liking  for  it 
grows  upon  one.  Others  may  chub  with  cherries, 
ledger  for  bream  with  lobs,  and  spin  or  live  bait 
for  pike,  but  my  taste  inclines  towards  watching 
a  small  quill  ever  on  the  expectation  of  landing  a 
coveted  2-pounder,  which  said  expectation  still 
remains  to  be  realised  in  my  own  case,  although 
I  have  frequently  within  the  past  twenty-five 
years  caught  many  but  a  fraction  under  the 
desired  32oz. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  day  the  wind  blew 
somewhat  strongly  from  the  N.E.,  downstream, 
but  after  noon  it  dropped  entirely.  The  weather 
was  dull,  with  occasional  glimpses  of  sunshine, 
and  a  couple  of  slight  showers  came  on  in  the 
evening.  The  water  was  low  and  clear,  and  there 
were  plenty  of  weeds  about.  But  there  were  to 
be  found  several  nice  runs  and  open  spaces  quite 
fishable,  and  one  of  these  spots  I  pitched  upon — 
a  swim,  I  may  add,  which  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season  yields  excellent  results,  although  in  the 
winter  months  the  current  is  too  strong  for 
successful  float  fishing.  The  stream,  however,  on 
the  present  occasion  was  so  slight  that  the  tiny 
quill  I  employed,  carrying  but  three  shots,  was 
ample  and  worked  admirably. 

The  question  of  bait  was  soon  settled,  crust 
being  given  the  chance  of  distinguishing  itself.  I 
used  none  of  your  cubes  big  enough  for  a  chub, 
but  absolute  mites  just  suSicient  to  cover  the 
bend  and  barb  of  a  No.  11  hook.    Brown  cubes 
accounted  for  the  majority  of  the  fish  I  took,  the 
white  portions  failing  to  attract  more  than  half  a 
dozen  roach  all  told.    One  ball  of  stiff  ground- 
bait  sufficed  to  start  the  proceedings,  and  after 
this  mere  pinches  were  cast  in,  the  bait  following 
in  the  wake  of  the  dispersed  flakes.    It  was  soon 
apparent  that  the  fish,  though  feeding,  took  the 
bait  in  a  gingerly  fashion,  most  of  the  bites  being 
"niggling"  ones.    Before  I  had  been  engaged 
half  an  hour  I  had  four  g-pounders  to  my  credit 
safely  deposited  in  a  keep  net.    Again  and  again 
at  the  end  of  the  swim,  on  carefully  lifting  the 
line  out  of  the  water  an  obstruction  was  felt,  and 
the  quickest  of  strikes  hooked  many  a  roach. 
This,  by  the  way,  is  quite  a  common  occurrence 
when  crust  fishing.    Each  fish  was  drawn  rapidly 
out  of  the  swim,  for  when  negotiating  shallow 
water  (and  I  was  fishing  in  only  2ft.  6in.  of  it) 
I  have  invariably  found  that  fish  are  easily 
frightened,  and,  whenever  possible,  it  is  not  only 
advisable  to  prevent  fish  from  splashing  about 
by  playing  them  deep,  but  also  to  extract  them 
at  the  earliest  moment,  after  they  are  hooked  out 
of  the  run  of  the  swim.    The  roach  continued  to 
feed  well,  and  ran  of  good  size,  several  having 
been  creeled  over  lib.  in  weight.    The  minutes 
sped  by,  and  all  at  once  bites  ceased  for  a  while ; 
it  was  not,  however,  for  long.    Half  way  down  the 
swim  the  float  stopped  momentarily,  and  made  a 
sudden  lurch  to  starboard ;  the  rod  responded, 
and  soon  my  finest  fish  of  the  day  was  struggling 
for  its  life.    It  made  a  trip  or  two  into  the  weeds, 
but  was  manceavred  into  a  small  eddy,  and  ulti- 
mately landed,  the  keeper  proclaiming  its  weight 
by  the  steelyards  as  lib.  14oz.    The  commotion 
seemed  to  disturb  the  swim  a  bit,  and  nothing 
came  to  hand  but  dace,  and  these  of  no  size. 
Gudgeon  also  put  in  an  appearance,  and  I  then 
thought  it  high  time  to  give  the  hole  a  rest. 

I  strolled  upstream  with  a  fly  rod  and  got  some 
nice  dace  with  the  Reg  Tag,  fished  dry,  and  finally 
sat  down  by  a  fence  to  enjoy  the  solacing  weed. 
My  attention  was  here  suddenly  directed  to  a 
cloud  of  sand  and  mud  rising  from  the  bottom 
a  few  yards  from  the  bank.  This  conveyed  at 
once  to  my  mind  the  presence  of  bream  or  barbel, 


in  all  probability  the  former.  As  the  roach  in 
my  pet  swim  were  not  taking,  I  essayed  to  try  the 
spot  where  I  saw  the  discolouration  of  the  water 
take  place.  I  brought  up  my  implements  and 
some  loose  ground-bait,  for  in  the  new-found-out 
the  water  was  almost  dead,  being  as  it  was 
situate  just  at  the  tail-end  of  a  huge  weed  patch. 
Crust  was  presented  to  the  notice  of  the  occupants 
of  the  spot,  but  declined  with  thanks  for  the 
nonce.  Gentles,  however,  had  the  effect  of  bring- 
ing me  a  brace  of  chub  weighing  31b.  8oz.,  and  to 
these  I  gave  liberty,  wanting  something  bigger  in 
the  way  of  a  barbel  or  bream.  "  That's  a  funny 
bite,"  I  mentally  exclaimed,  as  the  float  slid  off  a 
couple  of  inches  to  the  left.  I  missed  whatever  it 
was  attacking  the  crust,  which  I  had  resumed 
using,  and  this  occurred  five  times.  The  sixth 
time  I  hit  something  heavy,  and  the  fine  hook 
broke  in  the  bend.  Nothing  daunted,  a  fresh 
No.  11  crystal  was  speedily  substituted,  and  a 
roach  of  lib.  8oz.  fell  a  victim  to  the  cube.  Ten 
minutes  afterwards  I  had  another  curious  bite, 
and  struck  gently,  when,  to  my  surprise,  a  big 
fish  was  hooked  and  rushed  towards  a  weed  patch. 
At  the  first  blush  I  imagined  I  had  hold  of  a 
large  chub,  but  before  reaching  the  celery  bed  the 
fish  stopped  and  came  to  the  top  of  the  water, 
when  I  at  once  saw  I  had  on  a  fine  bream.  I  had 
perilously  thin  gut  on,  and  played  the  fish  for  all 
I  was  worth.  After  no  little  excitement  I 
managed  somehow  to  get  it  into  the  landing-net, 
and  scooped  out  a  grand  bream  of  41b.  loz. 
Being  so  entirely  unexpected  it  was  the  more 
welcome,  and  I  confess  I  felt  somewhat  proud 
of  having  secured  such  a  fish  on  a  No.  11  hook 
on  4X  "Invincible"  drawn  gut.  This  was  the 
only  bream  I  caught.  I  tried  the  same  spot  at 
various  times  in  the  day  with  different  baits,  but 
without  effect,  as  far  as  bream  were  concerned. 

My  old  swim  again  yielded  a  good  number  of 
roach ;  many  were  of  a  lb.  each,  and  three  went 
lib.  4oz.  I  hoped  to  land  a  big  trout,  for  the  fish 
came  out  from  under  the  bank  at  a  small  dace  I 
had  on,  and  for  the  moment  I  imagined  it  would 
take  it,  but  it  knew  better  than  to  swallow  it.  I 
had  finally  to  give  up  hopes  of  catching  the 
4-pounder,  for  it  was  this,  if,  indeed,  it  was  not 
more  in  weight. 

The  roach  bit  well  until  seven  in  the  evening, 
when,  strange  to  say,  everything — roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  even  minnows  and  gudgeon — went  off 
the  feed.  The  river  by  this  time  had  dropped  a 
couple  of  inches,  which  was  sufficient  to  account 
for  this  stoppage.  I  changed  to  swim  after  swim, 
but  with  no  results,  and  gave  up  the  game  a  little 
before  eight.  I  retained  only  twelve  roach  out 
of  some  201b.  odd  I  caught,  which  reached  the 
respectable  figure  of  181b.  12oz.  The  six  best  fish 
went  81b.  4oz.,  and  the  largest  specimen,  as  I 
have  said,  lib.  14oz. — one  of  the  grandest  takes  of 
roach  I  have  ever  had.  My  total  weight  for  the 
day,  including  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  bream,  was 
considerably  over  301b. ;  and  as  I  trudged,  heavily 
laden,  to  the  railway  station  at  Uxbridge,  I  felt 
that  I  had  had  one  of  those  big,  bright,  red-letter 
days  which  come  only  very,  very  seldom  to  the 
majority  of  fishermen.  I  will  only  add  that  every 
fish  with  the  exception  of  the  brace  of  chub  was 
caught  with  crust.  H.  A.  Rolt. 


ON  THE  SHORE  OF  MALHAM  TARN. 


There  is  something  classic  about  Malham  for 
poet,  painter,  botanist,  geologist,  and  angler.  It 
has  the  finest  moorland  tarn  in  the  county,  with 
fish  therein  of  phenomenal  size,  and  phenomenally 
prodigious  bump  of  caution  and  trickiness  to 
match,  and  with  ways — I  might  even  say  idiosyn- 
crasies— of  their  very  own.  Malham  may  be 
called  the  capital  of  Yorkshire  Wbndei'land,  for 
in  near  proximity  to  the  tarn  are  Gordale  Scar 
and  Malham  Cove — two  of  the  most  famous 
natural  phenomena  in  the  north.  The  Craven 
Fault  in  the  limestone  is  most  conspicuous  here. 
Malham  has  towering  crags,  and  thundering 
waterfalls,  and  mysterious  watersinks,  a  long  dry 
valley,  and  a  broad  river  issuing  from  the  base  of 
a  limestone  cliff  250ft.  high.  At  the  top  of  it  are 
limestone  clints  and  the  Drywater  Fall,  which 
scarcely  condescends  to  drip  in  rainy  weather. 
Beneath  it  is  a  subterranean  channel  not  made  by 
hands. 

Thomas  Gray,  of  Elegy  fame,  came  to  Malham 
on  October  13, 1769,  from  Settle  town,  six  miles 
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BURBERRYS'  WEATHERPROOFS. 


GABARDINE 


COMBINATIONS  (Patent) 

Proof 


RAIN,  SLEET,  SNOW, 
HOT  and  COLD  WINDS, 
THORNS,  and  FISH -HOOKS. 


It  is  impossible  to  speai<  too  highly  of  the  advantages 
of  GABARDINE,  its  weatherproof  qualities  are  incon- 
testable; it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rain 
without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural  heat,  being  as 
porous  to  the  exhalations  of  the  body  as  ordinary  cloth, 
so  that  it  may  be  worn  in  the  mildest  or  coldest,  wet  or 
fine  weather  with  equal  comfort. 


THE  BUBBEBRT  SUIT. 

Gabardine  or  Rainproof  Tweeds. 
Coat,  63/-  Breeches,  42/- 


The  "BURBERRY"  Coat. 

Embodies  all  essentials  for  Freeness  in 
action  and  convenience,  with  a  smart  and 
workmanlike  appearance. 

The  balance  is  perfect,  the  weight 
being  evenly  distributed  between  the 
anatomical  parts  of  a  man  adapted  for 
weight-carrying.  The  shoulders  and  arms 
are  relieved  of  all  strain,  and  expand- 
ing pleats  at  back  and  front  add  inches 
to  the  width  when  "  opening  out "  the 
shoulders. 


The  SLIP-ON 


for 


Is  an  example  of  skill  in  designing 
freedom  an  overcoat. 

Can  be  worn  in  roughest  weather,  afford- 
ing protection  for  hours  in  continuous 
downpours  of  rain. 

It  is  the  only  overcoat  which  gives 
absolutely  free  play  to  the  arms. 

Protects  the  knees,  when  seated,  like  a 
rug. 

Rolls  into  very  small  compass,  and  is 
very  light  and  convenient  for  carrying. 


THE  SZ.IP-OH'. 

Gabardine  Combine,  63/- 
Rainproof  Coatings,  63/-  &  84/- 


BURBERRYS, 


30,    Haymarket,  LONDON, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 


SCOTT  STREET, 

PERTH. 

f\/jr  /\  T  _  T  -  "I — r  •  ^5 

Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 
FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


WIALLOCH'S 


The  only  perfect  Casting  Eeel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Tront,  and  all  kmdsof  Coarse 
Fishing.  Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.   Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


Pater  t  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon. 
Grilse,  Sea  I  rout,  and  Eyed  Flies 
of  all  sizes.    Handy  and  compact.    Each  fly  secured 
by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.    Large  assortment 
of  sizes  to  I'hoose  from. 


IVIALLOCH'S 


Gold    Medal    SALMON  and 
TEOUT  EEELS,  ansurpassed 
for  durability  and  Snish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 
work. 

MAI!  nrU'Q  Oo\d  Medal  SALMON 
ITini.UUOn  O    GEELSE,  and  SEA  TEOUT 

FLIES. 


IVIALLOCH'S 


Gold  Medal  BIVEB  &nd 
LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gat. 


AWARDED      TETvT      GOLD      AJNI)      OTHER  MEUA-LS 


FOR 


Telegrams : 

EXCELLBlSrCE 


MAI  I  nrU'C    Gold     Medal  FLOATING 
IIIMLLUOn  O  TEOUT  FLIES   with  Up- 
right Wings. 

Most  ExterslTe  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Bivers  and  Locha,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


'MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

IN  FISHING- 


TACKF.E. 

[2] 
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off.  "  The  way,"  he  says,  "was  directly  over  a 
•fell,  and  as  the  weather  was  not  to  be  depended 
on  I  went  round  it  in  a  chaise  (the  only  way  one 
could  get  near  it — in  a  carriage),  which  made  it 
full  thirteen  miles,  half  of  it  such  a  road ;  but  I 
got  over  it,  so  there  is  an  end,  and  came  to 
Malham  (pronounced  Maum),  a  village  in  the 
bosom  of  the  mountains,  seated  in  a  wild  and 
dreary  valley.  From  thence  I  was  to  walk  over 
very  rough  ground,  a  torrent  rattling  along  on  the 
left  hand ;  on  the  cliif  s  above  hung  a  few  goats ;  one 
of  them  danced  and  scratched  an  ear  with  its  right 
foot  in  a  place  where  I  would  not  have  stood  stock 
still  for  all  beneath  the  moon."  In  the  track  of 
Thomas  Gray  followed  Charles  Kingsley,  and  at 
Tarn  House,  where  he  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Morri- 
son, he  embalmed  the  virtues  of  Malham  in  his 
"  Water  Babies."  Ruskin's  brilliant  pen,  too,  has 
limned  the  beauties  of  Malham  in  the  "  Pai-ables 
of  Jotham"  (Proserpina).  Wordsworth  has 
poems  on  Malham  Cove  and  Gordale  Scar;  it  is 
said  that  they  were  written  after  inspecting 
"Westall's  views.  Bishop  Pococke,  who  visited 
the  wilds  of  Judaea  and  Arabia,  said  he  never 
saw  anything  comparable  to  Gordale."  Vivars, 
the  landscape  painter,  lodged  here  for  a  week  or 
more.  Smith  and  Bellers  made  two  print 
engravings  of  Gordale  Scar.  Walter  White,  the 
author  of  several  excellent  books  published  some 
forty  years  ago,  goes  into  ecstacies  over  the 
Malhamshire  scenery  in  "  A  Month  in  Yorkshire." 
John  Nicholson,  the  Airedale  poet,  has  sung  of 
Malham  and  Gordale  Scar.  Mr.  Charles  P.  Hob- 
kirk,  now  of  Ilkley,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
Yorkshire  botanists,  glories  in  Malham,  and  has 
spent  months  here.  It  is  rendered  classical 
ground  by  the  records  of  "  finds "  made  here 
during  more  than  200  years  by  some  of  the  most 
famous  fathers  of  botanical  science. 

Malham  Tarn,  famous  for  fish-market  ice,  is 
not  the  Derwentwater  of  Yorkshire,  nor  is  it  the 
most  beautiful  sheet  of  water  in  the  county ;  but 
it  has  peculiar  attractions  of  its  own,  being 
situated  at  a  high  level,  and  surrounded  by  wild 
moorland  scenery,  whereas  the  beautiful  lake 
Semerwater  lies  in  a  minor  dale  above  the  valley 
proper,  and  Hornsea  Mere  lies  in  juxtaposition  to 
the  sea.  Malham  Tarn  makes  a  weird  picture 
when  in  its  sombre  steely  hue  under  a  dull  sky, 
which  sulkily  declines  the  sunshine,  and  in  such 
an  aspect  it  gives  one  an  idea  of  the  chilliest 
unconifortableness.  There  is  only  one  sheet  of 
water  in  aU  the  big  county  of  York  anything  like 
it,  and  that  is  the  scarcely  known,  scarcely  acces- 
sible, heather-bounded  Birkdale  Tarn,  far  away 
from  beaten  tracks  beyond  the  head  of  Swaledale. 
The  angler  not  fond  of  communion  with  nature 
in  her  wildest  moods  would  pray  to  be  spared 
from  the  terrors  of  such  a  solitude,  haunted  as  it 
is  by  moorbirds  that  shriek  omens  and  warnings 
like  the  vulture.  Malham  Tarn  was  never  quite 
so  cheerless  a  waterscape;  and  nowadays  it  is 
within  the  bounds  of  civilisation,  the  moorland  on 
the  north  side  having  been  reclaimed  and  planted 
with  trees.  Fountains  Fell,  where  the  monks  of 
Fountains  Abbey  pastured  their  moor  mutton, 
rises  1944ft.  to  the  north-west  from  the  tarn,  and 
is  covered  with  short  fresh  greensward  charac- 
teristic of  the  mountain  limestone.  Malham 
Water  was  given  to  these  monks  by  William  de 
Percy  in  the  time  of  Stephen,  a  confirmation  of 
the  grant  in  1175  mentioning,  besides  the  lake, 
all  the  "pastura"  of  Malham,  deversus  rupes — 
rocks,  no  doubt,  of  Gordale,  Thus,  Malham  Tarn 
answered  the  same  purpose  as  a  fish  supply  for 
Fountains  Abbey  that  Hornsea  Mere  did  for  St. 
Mary's  Abbey,  York,  and  Gormire  Tarn  for 
Newburgh  Priory.  It  lies  about  two  miles  north 
of  Malham  Cove,  1246ft.  above  sea  level,  or  570ft. 
higher  than  the  outlet  of  the  Aire  at  the  base  of 
the  cove. 

There  are  many  strange  plants  in  this  land,  and 
the  eye  mounts  among  broken  terraces  of  lime- 
stone and  Silurian  grit  to  the  tops  of  distant  fells 
■clothed  with  snod  grass.  The  stone-built  farms 
are  wide  bugle-calls  apart,  and  one  often  meets  an 
intelligent  sheep  dog  ten  minutes  before  the 
shepherd's  huge  form  hoves  in  sight.  "  He's  a' 
Al  dog  for  tendin'  and  drivin'  t'  sheep, 
though,"  observes  the  man  when  he  comes  up; 
Shep,  with  the  magnificently  soft  brown  eyes, 
holding  up  hie  head  to  be  patted.  "  Oh,  that's 
so,"  you  reply;  "why,  I  really  thought  he  was 
K  9."  And  the  shepherd  stares  as  though  you 
were  guilty  of  perpetrating  some  huge  joke  at  his 


expense.  Your  own  dog  and  the  stranger  sniff  at 
each  other  and  pass  on.  I  have  tried  my  creel, 
and  even  my  rod,  in  his  mouth,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  Once  the  young  beggar  dropped  the 
creel  behind  a  pillow  of  bracken,  and  could  not 
find  it  again  until  he  had  tickled  his  memory  for 
half  an  hour ;  and  another  time  he  nearly  gnawed 
a  joint  of  my  rod  in  two.  It  is  too  much  to 
be  expected  of  that  dog  to  work  on  those  exhilarat- 
ing moorlands.  He  capers,  wriggles  his  hinder 
legs,  shakes  out  his  coat,  yaps,  shuffles,  and  snorts, 
running  to  and  fro,  clearing  fence  after  fence,  now 
hiding  among  dense  bracken  covers,  now  scattering 
like  a  fox  the  flustered  membeirs  of  the  roost  or 
the  gentler-lived  sisterhood  of  sheep.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  on  the  last  occasion  he,  by  some 
huge  mistake,  got  himself  into  a  nettle  bed, 
stinging  his  nose  so  very  badly  that  his  sport  for 
the  day  was  practically  ended,  for  every  moment 
or  two  he  had  perforce  to  throw  himself  down  flat  on 
the  sward,  or  among  the  lush  brackens,  and 
propel  himself  nose  foremost  by  the  hinder  legs 
until  he  chafed  the  epidermis  off  his  nose,  and 
was  glad  to  get  into  the  tarn's  waters  to  cool  it. 

Come  to  close  quarters  on  a  calm  summer's  day, 
when  the  surrounding  ericas  are  at  their  white, 
pink,  and  purple  best,  and  you  do  not  feel  a  sense 
of  loneliness  at  Malham  Tarn.  Reflecting  the 
azure  sky,  it  reminds  one  of  a  large  slab  of  lapis- 
lazuli  three  miles  in  circumference.  The  tarn 
would  look  too  effeminate  under  a  system  of 
islands  and  rowing  boats.  Let  us  admire  the 
innocence  of  John  Nicholson,  the  Airedale  poet : 

Bat  softer  scenes  on  Malham  water  view, 
When  its  smooth  breast  reflects  the  heavenly  blue ; 
Or  when  the  skiffs,  departing  from  its  shore. 
Convey  the  lovely  nymphs  of  Craven  o'er — 

*  *  *  # 

The  lofty  fells  npsn  its  breast  are  seen, 
Brown  here  with  heath,  and  there  with  brackens  green. 

Nicholson  evidently  imagined  Mr.  Walter 
Morrison's  little  castellated  summer  residence  on 
yonder  northern  slope  of  emerald  green  to  be  a 
kind  of  seraglio,  across  to  which  the  "lovely 
nymphs  of  Craven  "  were  wafted  on  swan-drawn 
barks ;  otherwise  I  think  any  other  nymphs  than 
the  Naiades  must  have  been  intruders  on  Mr: 
Morrison's  tarn,  which  never  sees  woman's  face  or 
figure  by  the  ten  months  together.  That  one 
solitary  edifice,  built  by  old  Lord  Ribblesdale,  and 
planted  around  with  gaunt  firs,  looks  almost  as 
interesting  as  a  Rhine  tower ;  yet  it  has  neither 
history  nor  ghost.  Kingsley,  in  one  letter  to  his 
wife,  says :  "  Here  I  am  at  a  most  charming  place 
built  by  old  Lord  Ribblesdale,  now  belonging  to 
Mr.  Morrison,  an  Oxford  first  class  man.  The 
house  looks  out  on  fir  woods  and  limestone  scars, 
over  a  lake  a  mile  square,  and  simply  the  best 
trout  I  have  ever  seen."  The  present  Mr.  Walter 
Morrison,  M.P.,  is  president  of  the  Craven 
Naturalists'  Association,  and  so  recently  as  June  7 
he  cut  the  first  sod  of  the  Yorkshire  Dales  Rail- 
way at  Grassington.  He  is  an  ardent  crypto- 
gamist,  and  greatly  deplores  the  rapid  extermina- 
tion of  local  mountain  ferns  by  dealers,  who  carry 
them  off  wholesale,  to  languish  and  die  in  ferneries. 

On  the  shores  of  the  tarn,  skirting  the  vast 
heather  carpet,  patches  of  saxifrage,  and  huge 
clumps  of  bracken,  grows  the  wild  ranunculus, 
known  for  its  beautiful  golden  blossoms.  In  the 
boggy  land,  upon  the  glacial  gravel  and  clays, 
may  be  found  the  bird's-eye  primrose,  the  butter- 
wort,  and  the  sundew ;  while  on  the  limestones  the 
yellow  mountain  pansy  is  quite  common.  The 
limestone  flats  are  honeycombed  in  a  complex 
manner  with  convoluted  furrows  comparable  to 
shallow  glacier  crevasses,  due  to  the  solvent 
action  of  water  charged  with  carbonic  acid.  Some 
old  moraines  to  the  south  and  east  are  now  used 
as  gravel  and  sand  pits.  In  a  clear  light  a  good 
eye  can  detect  the  line  of  the  Main  Fault  by  the 
bluer  green  of  the  grass  on  the  millstone  grit  of 
Kirkby  Fell,  as(  contrasted  against  the  bright 
green  of  the  grass  on  the  mountain  limestone 
of  Grisedale's  pastures. 

Mr.  Morrison's  lovely  retreat,  which  has  a 
southern  frontage  to  the  tarn,  is  built  between  the 
northern  and  southern  branch  of  the  great  Craven 
Fault.  The  scars  behind  it  rise  sharply  from  the 
Silurian  rocks  which  make  the  bed  of  the  tarn.  It 
is  believed  that  the  glacier  from  Fountains  Fell 
hollowed  out  a  slight  depression  here,  for  before 
the  embankment  was  made  at  the  foot  of  the  tarn 
its  greatest  depth  was  only  9ft.  The  river  Aire 
has  its  source  here,  but  after  running  half  a  mile 


southward  it  sinks  quietly  into  some  swallow 
holes  in  the  limestone — considerable  fissures 
choked  with  blocks  and  forming  great  sieves — to 
re-issue  considerably  augmented  as  a  broad  stream 
at  the  base  of  Malham  Cove  two  miles  away.  At 
one  time,  however,  it  followed  the  now  dry  valley, 
and  precipitated  itself  as  a  magnificent  waterfall 
over  the  sheer  cliff  at'the  cove,  which  is  shaped  in  the 
segment  of  a  circle,  and  rises  to  the  height  of  250£t. 
In  the  year  1786,  after  a  "  rugg,"  or  exceptionally 
rainy  season,  the  swollen  waters  of  the  young 
Aire  rushed  past  the  trap,  where  great  trout  were 
found  struggling,  and  pursued  their  open-air  way 
down  the  old  channel  to  the  cove,  over  which  thev 
fell  in  silvery  grandeur.  Kingsley  describes  the 
cove  in  "  Water  Babies  "  as  "  a  real  north-country 
limestone  fountain,  like  one  of  those  in  Sicily  or 
Greece,  where  the  old  heathen  fancied  the  nymphs 
sat  cooling  themselves  the  hot  summer's  day, 
while  the  shepherds  peeped  at  them  from  behind 
the  bushes.  Oat  of  a  low  cave  of  rock,  at  the 
foot  of  a  limestone  crag,  the  great  fountain  rose, 
quelling  and  bubbling  and  gurgling,  so  clear  that 
you  could  not  tell  where  the  water  ended  and  the 
air  began."  An  analogy  of  some  human  lives, 
surely  ! — innocently  pure  when  born  and  still 
young,  but  very  much  contaminated  by  mundane 
filth — as  in  the  money-making  city  of  Leeds, 
through  which  the  Aire  flows — long  before  they 
are  launched  on  the  ocean  of  Eternity. 

Malham  Tarn  abounds  with  yellow  and  silver 
trout  and  perch.  Generally  the  surface  is  rufiled 
by  breezes  of  more  or  less  potency,  and  the  sight 
gives  rise  to  a  little  moralising  when  you  remem- 
ber that  a  continually  disturbing  element  prevents 
this  piscatorial  world  from  being  a  paradise  to  its 
inhabitants.  Only  trout  and  perch  thrive  in  any 
fashion  here ;  but  they  cannot  agree  to  live 
together  harmoniously.  The  fearful  feud  and 
constant  vendetta  existing  between  these  two 
finny  tribes,  though  with  ample  swimming  room 
and  every  piscine  desiderata  supplied,  seems 
likely,  if  prolonged,  to  be  attended  with  serious 
consequences.  The  trout  wants  all  his  own  way, 
and  the  perch  objects,  and  then  war  a  la  outrance. 
We  are  reminded  of  some  members  of  our 
presumably  higher  species  who,  because  they 
cannot  have  an  exclusive  right  to  all,  pursue  their 
vengeance  almost  to  the  point  of  annihilating 
their  foes.  Let  us,  however,  leave  the  fishes  with 
a  monopoly  of  these  shameful  practices.  It  is  a 
singular  fact  that  one  in  fifteen  of  the  trout 
caught  here  has  one  operculum  only,  or  the  two 
opercula  defective.  Mr.  Morrison  believes  this 
arrangement  is  patent  to  his  own  tarn,  with  the 
exception  of  a  lake  in  Wales.  I  believe  no 
explanation  has  yet  been  found ;  but  the  angler 
will  understand  how  tradition  accounts  for  it, 
since  the  perch  have  not  as  yet  all  gone  beyond 
the  shore.  Harwood  Bbierlet. 


CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING  IN 
SMALL  STREAMS. 


There  are  few  modes  of  angling  more  fasci- 
nating than  that  of  using  the  worm  deftly  in 
well-stocked  brooks,  and  it  is  by  no  means  to  be 
regarded  with  scorn  by  the  man  who  is  a  devotee 
to  the  fly  et  prxterea  nihil.  These  little  streams,- 
mostly  overgrown  with  bushes,  brambles,  and 
overhanging  trees,  making  pleasant  music  as 
they  gurgle  along  amid  lush  meadows  and  wooded 
scenery,  with  their  miniature  cascades,  pools, 
still  deeps,  and  runs  under  bushes,  afford  a  quiet 
satisfaction  to  him  who  loves  Nature — and  what 
true  angler  does  not  ?  And  it  takes  a  long 
apprenticeship  to  become  an  adept  in  this  branch 
of  the  gentle  art.  Perhaps  this  paper  may  be  of 
some  assistance  to  beginners.  I  recommend  a  not 
too  whippy  rod,  of  lift.,  with  snake  rings.  One 
must  fish  far  off  as  a  rule,  and  a  short  line  is  a 
desideratum.  The  collar  should  be  2yds.,  tapered, 
and  ending  in  extra  fine,  round,  undrawn  gut. 
Knot  on  the  hook  link  to  collar,  as  loops 
show  too  much  for  wily  fish.  Pinch  on  a 
grain  of  shot  7in.  above  hook.  Have  three 
collars  and  a  few  spare  hook  links  in  a 
round  tackle  box,  between  damped  flannel  or  felt. 
You  will  sometimes  unavoidably  lose  gut  in 
inaccessible  branches  or  in  snags.  Bring  a 
clearing  ring.  Should  your  line  suddenly  stop  do 
not  assume  you  have  a  bite.  If  it  remains  a  few 
seconds  stationary  and  you  do  not  feel  the  electric 
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touch  of  a  fish,  draw  it  gently  down-stream  and 
it  will  generally  disentangle.  The  same  gentle 
treatment  usually  succeeds  when  caught  in 
foliage.  I  certainly  do  not  recommend  brandling 
worms ;  they  are  not  natural  trout  food,  and  from 
long  experience  I  infinitely  prefer  gray  lobs  with 
pinkish  heads,  maidendews,  or  blue  heads,  which 
have  a  long  yellowish  body.  One  of  the  latter 
about  3in.  long  should  be  used.  Two  of  the  other 
sorts  If  in.  long  are  a  deadly  bait  put  on  thus : 
Insert  hook  below  tail  of  first,  bringing  it  out  iin. 
lower,  and  draw  it  up  the  gut ;  then  insert  hook 
similarly  in  second,  imbedding  the  barb  iin. 
below  head  and  draw  down  first  worm 
till  they  meet.  You  will  then  have  four 
ends  wriggling,  a  bait  few  trout  can 
resist  if  properly  presented.  Change  the  bait 
directly  it  gets  dead  or  bitten  through,  and 
keep  a  constant  eye  to  it,  so  that  barb  of  hook  be 
not  exposed.  Single  hooks  (No.  9  Kendal  scale) 
should  be  used  for  this  work.  Have  a  couple  of 
large  tin  boxes  for  your  worm-depot  packed 
tightly  with  well-damped  moss;  that  known  as 
"  buckshorn  "  is  the  best.  When  going  out  take 
as  many  worms  as  deemed  sufficient,  and  when 
you  get  back  be  careful  to  return  any  left  to 
depot. 

A  small  tin  with  lid  on  hinges  worn  in  front 
of  the  body  and  secured  round  the  waist  by  a 
stra,p  is  far  more  convenient  than  bags  or  mustard 
canisters.  Greyish  clothes,  a  cap,  and  turned- 
down  collars  render  the  angler  less  conspicuous. 
Observe  how  indistinct  a  labourer  clad  in  a 
flannel  jacket  always  looks,  not  to  speak  of  your 
brother  fisherman  the  heron.  I  cannot  too  em- 
phatically impress  on  the  novice  the  fact  that  he 
must  keep  out  of  sight  of  the  fish.  This  is  the 
great  secret.  On  arriving  at  the  water  he  should 
get  a  sort  of  slanting  view  of  it,  not  too  near,  and 
unless  bushes  afford  a  partial  concealment,  he 
must  do  most  of  his  work  on  the  knee  or  in  a 
crouching  position.  This  is  not  easy  work,  but  it 
is  indispensable  to  success.  The  best  spots  are 
(1)  Rippling  runs,  if  not  too  shallow ;  (2)  deeper 
and  slower  runs ;  (3)  below  rocks,  when  let  bait 
travel  by  divided  currents ;  (4)  between  weed  beds ; 
(5)  under  near  bank  first  if  water  favours,  then 
middle,  and  next  under  opposite  bank,  especially 
if  deepish,  and  foliage  hangs  over  it;  (6)  in  all 
still  holes  and  deep  flats  from  May  to  September. 
In  early  spring  and  autumn  fish  are  more  in  the 
runs. 

Trout  invariably  He  with  their  heads  up- 
stream, therefore  fish  up,  getting  well  below 
where  you  cast,  and,  as  the  bait  travels  down, 
keeping  a  sharp  eye  on  your  line  on  top  of  water 
or  gut  collar.  Grasp  your  rod  inside  reel  line, 
just  keeping  your  forefinger  on  the  line,  and  if 
you  see  it  stop  and  move  about  it  means  a  fish. 
Don't  check  him ;  let  him  have  the  bait,  lowering 
the  tip  of  your  rod,  and  ease  off  a  little  slack, 
which  you  should  have  ready  in  left  hand.  In  a 
few  seconds  gather  in  slack  (if  any),  grasp  rod 
and  line,  and  strike  gently  down-stream  with 
lowered  rod— never  straight  up.  If  hooked,  up 
with  your  rod  point,  and  keep  a  tight  hold  of 
him,  preventing  him  from  rushing  under  bushes, 
snags,  &c.  When  he  wobbles  on  top  of  water 
his  bolt  is  shot.  Draw  him  with  mouth  out 
of  water  to  your  net,  keeping  the  end  of 
ring  slightly  submerged,  and  lift  him  out 
gently.  Never  push  the  net  at  a  trout, 
but  keep  cool,  and  he  is  yours.  If  you  cannot  get 
at  him  with  the  net  slide  him  along  as  before,  and 
with  an  easy  adagio  movement,  continuing,  as  it 
were,  the  slide,  lift  him  quietly  out,  i.e.,  if  no  more 
than  lib.  Larger  fish  you  must  get  at  as  best 
you  can.  Some  men  fish  with  the  line  held  tight, 
and  strike  at  once  at  the  tug,  but  you  wiU  lose 
more  fish  in  that  way.  Trout  often  mince  about 
with  the  bait  before  taking  it.  It  is  best  to  yield 
at  first  to  the  bite,  which  you  should  barely  allow 
yourself  to  feel.  If  you  do  not  do  this,  unless  the 
fish  has  taken  it  voraciously,  he  will  most  probably 
eject  it  and  not  come  again.  With  gentle  treat- 
ment should  he  let  go  the  worm,  try  him  again  in 
a  minute  or  so.  Always  in  sufficient  depth,  say 
6iD.  or  7in.,  fish  under  near  bank  first,  and  care- 
fully try  opposite  side  under  bushes.  The  grain 
of  shot,  too,  assists  you  in  one  deadly  manceuvie, 
viz.,  in  still  deeps  or  runs  under  opposite  bank 
shng  your  bait  on  the  bank  or  on  leaves,  crouch- 
ing low,  and  let  it  drop  in  with  a  little 
plump- '  Black  Hackle 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 


USi"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

_  Thame  s  (Eton).— The  water  is  rather  bright,  and  sport 
in  this  district  is  a  bit  slow.  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Birch 
had  thirty  nice  roach  and  chub  in  two  hours  one  evening, 
best  roach  l^\h.  I  have  had  a  few  good  perch  up  to  IJlb., 
which  I  carefully  returned.  The  Countess  of  Wilton  has 
had  good  sport  with  the  barbel  at  Cookham  and  Clieveden, 
the  beet  take  beirg  1201b.  in  three  hours,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  week  she  creeled  a  large  number  in  the  Bray  reach. 
All  the  fish  caught  were  returned.  This  week  her  lady- 
ship has  gone  above  Oxford  to  try  the  barbel. — Cecil 

HOWLETT. 

— —  (Henley).  —  Little  fishing  has  been  attempted 
during  the  past  week  ;  there  has  been  too  much  traffic  with 
the  regatta  (which,  by  the  way,  has  been  a  very  quiet  one) 
to  obtain  anything  like  sport,  and  the  water  is  very  clear, 
with  only  a  fair  stream  running.  Some  barbel  up  to  51b. 
and  chub  up  to  41b.  have  been  taken  from  the  Mill  Poole, 
but  not  a  large  quantity.  Patrons  of  Bob  Young,  fishing 
at  Medenham  on  July  3,  took  two  barbel  of  91b.  each  and 
two  of  81b.  each,  the  basket  being  made  up  with  a  nice 
show  of  perch.— Stanley  Mead. 

 (Isleworth).— Some  good  takes  have  been  made 

from  Simmond's  punts.  Mr.  Eose  and  Mr.  Fowler, 
twelve  dozen,  including  some  bream  and  four  good  barbel; 
Messrs.  Brougham  and  Hall,  about  a  score  of  barbel' 
which  ran  small,  only  two  being  retained.  The  river  here 
is  swarming  with  barbal.  Two  good  roach,  lib.  and  Ulb., 
have  been  taken. — B. 

—  (Kirgston),— The  fishing  in  this  district  has 
been  splendid  for  the  last  week  or  so;  few  anglers  have 
been  disappointed  of  sport.  The  water  is  in  grand 
condition.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  takes  in  the 
district:  Messrs.  Ethridge  and  Styles,  eighteen  nice 
barbel,  largest  Gib. ;  Mr.  Frad  Sands,  at  Mnlesey,  barbel, 
largest  7ib.  A  gentleman,  fishing  with  Knight  on  the 
7th,  had  eighteen  barbel.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Richardson, 
fishing  with  the  same  fisherman  on  the  8th.  had  seventeen 
barbel  and  some  nice  dace.  Mr.  J.  Warner  had  a 
beautiful  carp,  71b.  9oz.  ;  this  fish  gave  grind  sport  on  fine 
tackle,  as  did  the  carp  71b.  5oz.  caught  by  W.  Hennings. 
A  gentleman,  fishing  with  the  last-named  fisherman, 
had  eighteen  nice  bream.  Mr.  J.  Warrer's  carp  is 
being  preserved  by  J.  R.  Richardson,  Kin^stoa-on- 
Thames. 

■— (Lechlade).— An  evening's  ramble  over  the  St. 
John  s  Bridge  length  of  some  four  miles  found  the  water 
In  splendid  order.  The  lock-keeper,  on  Monday,  caught  a 
grand  tench  weighing  4Jlb.  This  magnificent  specimen 
tench  he  very  generously  turned  into  Mr.  Bowyer'e  large 
tank  preserve,  where  it  may  occasionally  be  seen  feeding 
on  the  bottom  amongst  shoals  of  big  chub,  roach,  perch, 
and  dace.  Numbers  of  people  come  for  miles  to  see  this 
preserve,  the  fish  being  fed  every  evening,  and  the  water 
at  this  time  is  all  of  a  boil  with  them.  A  number  of 
fine  chub  and  barbel  may  be  seen  under  the  willows 
at  the  bottom  of  the  weir  pool,  but  they  prove  them- 
selves most  difficult  to  catch,  none  but  the  very  finest  of 
tackle  being  of  any  use  on  the  chub,  which  rise  well  just 
before  sundown,  and  an  expert  fly  fisherman  ought  to  have 
some  good  sport  here  in  the  evening  and  early  morning. 
Amongst  many  others  who  have  been  out  hereabouts  are 
Messrs.  Wentworth-Sturgeon,  Shell,  Parker,  Morgan, 
Innocent,  Rawlinson.  Attwood,  Brotherton,  Webb,  Wells, 
Lockwood,  Bowlby,  &c.  Best  bait  for  roach  are  gentles. 
Coin  or  Leach  caddis  grub,  and  white  or  vermilion  paste 
with  a  spot  or  two  of  rhodian  oil  ia  it.  I  hear  that  some 
big  chub  have  been  caught  in  the  Hart's  Weir  water  with 
red  cherries.  Live  minnow  and  well-scoured  worms  are 
accounting  for  a  few  good  perch.  In  the  throat  of  a  pike 
caught  by  the  gamekeeper  in  Fairford  Park  there  was 
found  a  trout  of  nearly  a  pound  in  weight. — Rambler. 

.  (Teddington).— One  day,  Mr.  Allison  and  friend, 

eighteen  barbel,  all  returned,  last  five  caught  averaging 
31b.  each;  one  day,  Mr.  Frank  Day  and  Mr.  E.  Day, 
twenty -six  barbel,  one  perch,  lib.,  all  returned  ;  one  day, 
Mr.  Alder  and  son,  few  barbel,  dace,  and  one  bream  ;  one 
day,  Mr.  George  Blancbard,  six  barbel,  largest  3Jlb., 
returned ;  one  day,  Mr.  Theak,  three  barbel,  largest  41b. ; 
Mr.  Sinibaldi,  jun.,  a  carp,  of  41b.  or  51b.,  returned  ;  Mr. 
Tagg,  three  chub,  31b.  The  water  is  in  good  condition, 
but  the  fish  are  not  feeding  as  they  ought.— W.  Mc  Bride. 

Aucholme  Dlatriot.— Angling  on  the  Ancholme 
continues  first  class.  On  one  day  the  following  gentlemen 
had  Sat,  of  bream  and  roach,  viz.  :  C.  Weldon,  R.  King,  R. 
Stones,  A.  Stones,  G.  Simpson,  and  J.  Lawrence.  Tliese 
were  all  visitors  from  Hull.  Mr.  Weldon's  catch  was 
351b  ,  some  of  the  bream  reaching  41b.  each.  Mr.  F. 
Chatterton,  of  Wadsley  Bridge,  also  had  a  stone  in  the 
New  Cut.  Brigg  anglers  have  also  been  very  successful. 
Mr.  Palethorpe  had  fish  up  to  3  Jib.  Tench  in  fair  numbers 
have  also  bfen  taken  up  to  21b.  They  were  put  in  from 
the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  and  have  not  yet  had  time  to 
grow  very  large.  They  will,  it  is  hoped,  ultimately  reach 
4lb.  or  51b.  Any  way,  the  stocking  is  proving  very 
successful. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

BotSisham  Looks  (Waterbeacli).  —  At  time  of 
wri'.ing  water  good  colour  and  clein.  I  walked  the  river 
for  three  miles  to-day,  and  found  no  end  of  swims  with 
plenty  of  mixed  coarse  fish.  Duriog  the  week  baskets  up  to 
12lb.,  largest  roach  lib.,  silver  bream  up  to  |lb.,  eels  up 
to  lilb.,  perch,  plenty  up  to  |lb. ;  average  tabes  7ib.  per 
rod.   With  suitable  weather  prospect  good.   Punts  and 


fresh  baits  at  Beasly'g,  the  lock-keeper.    This  is  all  free 
water.— John  O.  Geoboe,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 
Coin,    Leach,   Sec.    (East  Oloncestershire).— 

The  Coin  continues  in  very  good  order  for  trouting,  but 
there  has  been  but  little  doing  of  late,  although  the  trout 
rise  very  well  iu  the  evening.  Weed  cutters  have  been  busy 
above  Fanford  Town  Bridge,  and  the  Bull  Hotel  waters  are 
again  about  to  be  cut.  Mr.  Baiker  has  again  been  Ihbt 
on  the  jack  in  Fairford  Park  wiih  net  and  rifle,  and  one 
of  the  jdck  secured  had  a  large  half-masticated  trout  in  hia 
throat.  Fiy  fishers  for  chub  ought  to  have  a  try  just  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Coin  with  a  good  large  Alder,  for  they 
are  there  in  any  quantity.  Local  fly  tfera  are  dresting 
flies  tptcially  for  these  big  fellows,  which  show  capital 
spoit  on  the  light  tackle  and  fine  gut  necessary  for  their 
capture.  S.  Burge,  Fairford.  has  some  particularly 
choice  and  killing  patterns,  and  his  Scorcher  Alder  has 
been  killing  both  big  trout  and  big  chub,  and  more  than 
one  small  jack  has  fallen  a  victim  to  this  deadly  lure. 
Roach  have  also  been  taken  on  this  fly,  which  has  to  bs 
fished  wet.  I  myself  got  roach,  chub,  and  trout  on  it  in 
one  short  length  of  about  200yds.  Several  rods  have  been 
out  in  the  Bibury  district,  and  some  fair  sport  hag  been 
had  on  private  waters.  Weather  seems  more  settled  at 
time  of  writing.  Best  flies :  Black  and  Brown  Alders, 
Red  and  Sherry  Spinners,  Ginger  Dun,  and  Ogden'a 
Fancy.— Pan. 

Cornisli  Streams. — Peal  are  showing  themselves  very 
well  in  the  rivers  now,  although  the  waters  are  egiinet 
good  sport.  One  rod  in  a  liver  not  far  from  Plymouth 
got  three  peal,  21b.,  l|lb.,  and  l|lb.,  on  Saturday.  In  the 
Camel  there  have  been  takes  of  two  or  three  daily,  and  in 
the  Fowey,  well  up,  there  have  been  grilse  of  "jib.  and 
81b.  taken.  Baskets  of  trout  have  been  fair  before  the 
recent  hot  weather  set  in. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Parningliam,  Ejmford,  &o.).— There 
is  plenty  of  water  in  the  river  now,  sud  a  fair  number  of 
fish  were  rising  this  evening.  Some  good  ones  have  been 
taken  lately,  but  they  will  not  rise  much  in  the  daytime 
this  sultry  weather.  I  saw  a  May  Ply  apparently  engaged 
in  dropping  her  eggs  on  the  water  this  evening.  The 
trout  took  no  notice  of  hf^r.  The  rites  which  I  saw  were 
chiefly  at  small  flifs.  The  best  chance  of  getting  fieh  ia 
with  the  Sedge  in  the  evening.  Prospects  are  fairly  good 
for  anglers  who  know  how  to  use  fine  tackle  and  to  wait. 
Wind,  south.— J,  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Dlatriot).— Sport  could  not  be 
much  worse  than  it  is  just  now.  It  ia  annoyiug,  to  say 
the, least  of  it,  to  know  that  there  are  plenty  of  trout  in  the 
river,  but  that  scarcely  any  are  to  be  caught.  There  have 
been  but  very  few  salmon  creeled  by  rod  in  the  lower  waters 
for  the  season,  and  up  to  now  peal  fishing  has  been 
equally  bad.  Mr.  E.  Dietin  managed  to  secura  the  first 
for  the  season  on  Wednesday  evening,  a  2 J  pounder. 
Baskets  of  trout  have  not  averaged  more  than  aoout  three 
biace,  although  by  dapping  in  the  evening  one  rr  two 
better  lots  were  made.  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  H.  T.  Distin, 
and  M.  Revell  have  had  small  lots  in  the  evenings,  and 
nearer  Buckfastleigh  there  has  bf  en  a  little  decent  sport. 
The  two  former  rods  had  a  day  down  the  river  after  bass 
on  Thursday,  but  only  secured  some  fine  rock  fish.  There 
has  been  good  bass  fishing,  however.  On  the  moor  the 
local  anglers  have  killed  some  rice  fish,  and  one  day  last 
week  Mr.  Struben  was  fortunate  enough  to  land  three 
salmon  below  Dartmeet.  On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  H. 
Full  caught  a  peal  in  the  lower  waters.  Flies  are  Silver 
Horn,  Blue  Upright,  and  Edmond's  Palmer.— Devonian. 

Derwent  ( Malton,  Yorks.).- The  river  ia  in  first, 
rate  condition  for  bottom  fishing. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.- We  are  having  the  first  touch 
of  real  summer  weather,  and  the  streams  are  running 
down.  Although  peal  have  had  exceptional  opportunities 
to  run  up  the  rivers,  there  are  few  catches  of  any 
importance,  and  the  angler  who  gets  one  or  two  is  con- 
sidered in  luck's  way.  A  few  have  been  creeled  in  the 
streams  around  the  border,  wht  ra  the  best  sport  with 
trout,  which  is  deadly  dull  everywhere,  has  been  obtained. 
A  2-pounder  was  killed  in  the  Tavy,  near  Hill  Bridge, 
the  catch  including  other  nice  fish.  The  river  is  com- 
paratively free  from  the  pollution  from  the  arsenic  mines. 
Trout  are  numerous  around  Lydford  and  Bridestowe.  A 
grand  trout  of  over  31b.  was  killed  in  the  Teign,  with  the 
fly,  recently  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  towards  the  mouth  of 
this  river  there  has  been  excellent  sport  with  bass.  One 
rod,  who  has  had  several  good  takes,  landed  the  largest 
for  the  season — a  3-pounder— the  bait  being  a  live  Siudsel 
on  a  6ft.  trace  of  single  gut. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — A  f<sw  fish  are  being  creeled 
by  the  Black  Gnat  and  "  smuts,'  and  also  by  the  Red 
Caterpillar  during  the  evening  rise.  Mr.  H.  Marsden  had 
good  sport  on  Monday  last  on  the  Ashbourne  Club  length 
(Bentley  Brook)  with  the  minnow. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster 
(Ashbourne). 

Eden  (Carlisle).— A  number  of  little  freshets  have 
inteifered  a  good  deal  with  the  summer  trout  fishing. 
Neither  clear  water  worm  nor  night  fishing  have  been  up 
to  the  average.  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson  last  week  landed  a 
91b.  salmon  and  a  41b.  sea  trout  in  the  Edenhall  water 
with  a  small  salmon  fly.  As  a  rule,  no  one  tries  for 
salmon  after  the  end  of  May  ;  but  the  weather  was  wet 
and  cold  latt  week.  There  has  been  a  very  good  run  of 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  this  week,  and  the  net  fi^her- 
men  are  in  better  heart.  I  h(ar  that  the  Royal  Commis- 
sirners  are  comirg  to  Carlisle  shortly  to  inspect  the 
different  modes  of  netting.  They  will  visit  the  Solway.— 
Silver  Grey 

Esk  (Wnitby).— Arglera  are  flying  the  rod  with  much 
activity  on  this  river,  and  the  conditions  get  erally  are 
improved,  the  rairs  which  have  fallfn  n<.t  having  made  the 
water  too  thick  for  sport.  Some  nice  fi>h  are  now  in  the 
tideway,  but  many  fight  shy  of  the  lure.  Ihentxt  flood 
will  see  the  higher  waters  well  supplied  with  clean-run 
fieh,    All  the  kelts  have  now  got  clear  of  the  dam,  and 
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anglers  are  much  relieved  thereby.  A  fine  salmon  scaling 
nearly  201b.  has  been  oiught  at  sea  by  the  salmon  craft  oft 
the  piers.  Sea  angling  is  highly  remunerative,  and  some 
increased  0 itches  of  fish  have  been  effected. — T.  Jackson. 

Fen  Diatilot  (Sontb  Iiinoa.  and  Camtoa.).— 
Fishing  his  baen  by  no  means  good  with  the  roach  on  the 
waters  about  Wisbech.  Still,  anglers  have  been  well  paid 
by  their  takes  of  perch,  tench,  eels,  &c.  From  the  waters 
of  the  old  Nene  at  March  there  oame  some  mignificent 
perch.  One  scaled  3 Jib.,  captured  by  a  south  country- 
man with  live  bait.  Most  of  the  perch  have  fallen  to 
worms,  and  they  have  also  been  taken  by  tench.  At  Out- 
well,  on  the  Middle  Level  drain,  there  have  been  some 
good  takes  of  bream,  chiefly  with  worms.  Some  pike  have 
been  got  up  to  101b.  oa  the  lower  level.  Forty-foot 
anglers  have  been  disturbed  with  the  large  quantity  of 
eels,  many  specimens  of  which  have  run  up  to  21b.  each. 
Welland  anglers  continue  to  do  well  about  Deeping. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Hortb  Notts.).— Fishing  has  not 
been  of  the  best  in  the  North  Notts  district.  The  Idle 
and  the  canal  about  Retford  has  given  a  little  sport  for 
dace  fishing,  and  now  and  again  a  good  chub  his  been 
landed  by  the  swimming  maggot.  At  Clayworth  a  few 
bream  have  bpen  taken  from  the  canal,  but  roach  are  very 
backward.  From  Carr  Bridge  a  trout  was  obtained 
scaling  just  over  lib.,  and  at  Bollam  a  brace  was  takfn 
scaling  41b. ;  another  braos  was  got  from  the  river  near 
Corporation  Baths,  at  Retford.  Prom  the  Trent  at 
Dunham  Dabbs  a  few  decent  bream  have  been  taken,  one 
basket  up  to  201b.,  but  eels  have  been  the  great  nuisanoe. 

Eennett  and  Dunn. — I  regret  this  week  that 
although  the  lessees  had  advertised  the  weed  cutting  from 
the  9ch  to  the  14th  lost.,  up  to  the  present  (July  12)  they 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  men  for  that  purpose,  and 
unless  extra  pay  is  offered  I  feel  confident  that  they  will 
have  a_  difficulty  in  getting  them  cut  at  all.  This  year 
labour  is  not  only  dear,  but  very  scarce,  and  I  am  sur- 
prised that  dates  should  have  been  advertised  previous  to 
arrangements  having  been  made.  Some  rare  good  trout 
were  taken  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday ;  to  my  know- 
ledge some  twenty  and  a  half  brace,  in  the  three  days,  the 
heaviest  fish  weighed  31b.  and  was  secured  with  the  Silver 
Sedge.  On  July  8,  trout  were  taken  on  the  Whitton, 
and  the  lightest  fish  weighed  21b.,  after  being  out  of  the 
water  some  hours;  Mr.  May  showing  a  good  basket  of 
two  brace  over  81b. — Gnome. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Meagre  results  are  reported 
among  the  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  The  improved 
weather,  however,  ought  to  bring  on  the  latter  fish,  and  I 
recommend  anglers  in  the  early  morning,  and  sgiin  in  the 
evening,  to  try  the  Tottenham,  Enfield  Lock,  Cheshunt, 
Hoddtsdon,  atd  Rye  House  districts.  Anglers  should 
also  be  prepared  to  do  battle  with  cirp,  cf  which  there 
are  some  fine  specimens  at  all  the  stations  I  have 
mentionfd,  I  tried  an  upper  reach  of  the  river  the  other 
evening  for  roach,  and  took  a  dozen,  but  the  best  was  not 
lib.,  although  iu  the  swim  I  was  fishing — a  shiUow,  weedy 
one,  the  roach  being  there— I  saw  fish  which  must  have 
gone  quite  Iflb.  I  took  my  fish  with  white  paste,  and 
returned  them  to  grow  larger.  I  hope  to  visit  the  upper 
Lea  again  soon,  for  there  are  many  good  roioh,  and  other 
fish,  awaiting  capture.  No  satisfactory  news  yet  this 
week  (Thursday)  from  the  Stort  or  Beane.  For  this  time 
of  year  both  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries  are  in  very  fair 
order,  although  as  regards  the  former  the  stream  is 
bsgincieg  to  drop  off  now.— Izaak  Walton. 

JUvgg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being 
clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  now  changed, 
and  in  place  of  cold  stormy  weather  it  his  turned  bright 
and  very  hot,  in  fact,  too  hot  in  the  middle  of  the  day  for 
fishing,  and  the  fish  have  not  been  moving  only  iu  early 
mtirniDg  and  evening.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been 
out  on  both  rivers,  and  have  used  Sky  Blue,  Orange 
Palmer,  Blue  Dun,  Coachman,  Spinners,  Black  Palmer, 
Yellow  Dun,  and  Moths,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been 
had,  and  if  we  keep  fine  weather  sport  will  improve.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  good  order. — Gwynne. 

jMMgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  luoning  at  a  full  summer  level,  and  are  in  good 
order,  yet  the  fish  still  remain  sluggish,  and  natural  insects 
are,  comparatively  speaking,  scarce.  Yesterday  and 
to-day  (Wednesday)  have  been  typical  July  days,  bright 
sun  and  hot.  The  glass  for  the  last  twenty-four  hours  has 
been  gently  falling,  and  has  now  reached  a  point  that  rain 
may  be  looked  for.  Best  flies  should  be  Yellow  Dun.  Sky 
Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Cooh-y-Bondhu,  Black 
Palmer,  for  use  during  day;  and  Female  Yellow  Dun, 
Spinners,  Owls,  July  Gnat,  Cadis,  and  Coachman  for 
evening,  selecting  according  to  weather,  &o.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Medway  (Wateringbury).  —  Quite  a  crowd  of 
London  clubmen  fishing  here  on  Sunday.  Members  of 
the  Anchor  and  Hope  fished  for  their  monthly  prizes,  and 
were  well  rewarded  ;  also  the  Blackfriars  had  their  prize 
outing,  Mr.  G.  Howard  first,  with  6ib.,  heaviest  bream 
41_b.  loz. ;  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  and  Mr.  Stillman  also 
winners.  301b.  bream  were  taken  from  Black  Hole,  night 
fiehing,  8th  inst — W. 

£Sedw«y  (Yalding).— The  river  is  a  good  colour, 
and  bream  have  been  caught  in  the  early  morn.  Several 
n'09  chub  ha%e  been  taken  in  the  old  liver,  heaviest  fieh 
31 0.  14oz. ;  bait  with  cheese  or  cherries. 

Nene  (Feterborongrb).— Notwithstanding  that  the 
rainfall  during  the  month  of  June  is  reported  to  have  been 
exceptionally  heavy,  at  the  present  time  our  river  shows 
no  traces  of  it,_for  the  water  is  getting  very  low,  and  weeds 
are  now  showing  prominently.  Although  many  of  our 
anglers  have  been  out  they  have  not  been  catching  any  great 
number,  but  a  few  of  the  fish  landed  have  been  very  decent 
ones,  notably  a  perch  of  If  lb.,  by  Mr.  Rimes,  of  Peter- 


borough, and  a  roach  and  perah  of  more  than  lib.  each,  by 
Mr.  Rowell,  of  Woodstone.  The  Nene  River  Com- 
missioners on  Tuesday  made  their  annual  inspsction  of  the 
river  between  Wisbech  and  Peterborough,  after  which,  no 
doubt,  something  may  be  done  to  remedy  the  great 
accumulation  of  weeds  which  they  witnessed  at  many 
points  on  their  journey. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigb  Saltexton).— At  time  of  reporting, 
Wednesday,  July  11,  there  is  every  indication  of  our 
summer  having  begun  in  earnest.  Yesterday  was  a  hot, 
cloudless  day,  followed  by  a  fine  warm  night.  The  fish, 
however,  did  not  sport  well ;  at  any  rate,  on  the  water 
above  Tipton.  There  was  a  brisk  rise  about  9  p.m.,  which 
lasted  for  only  ten  minutes,  and  after  that  not  a  trout 
would  move.  Four  fish  were  creeled,  the  best  being  only 
Jib.,  and  one  good  one  of  about  lib.  was  lost  after  a  two 
minutes'  fight,  and  when  almost  in  the  landing  net.  The 
Red  Quill  Gnat  was  the  fly  used.  The  river  is  in  many 
places,  particularly  about  Tipton  and  Ottery,  full  of  slimy 
weed,  which  gets  on  the  knots  of  the  cast  and  envelcpss 
the  fly  to  the  great  hindrance  of  the  angler.  It  is  not  so 
bad  on  Mr.  Rolle's  water,  where  the  river  is  deeper  and 
swifter  than  in  other  parts.  Peal  are  undoubtedly  up,  but 
no  reliable  report  of  any  capture  of  one  is  yet  to  hand. — 
Heron. 

Onse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  now  very  clear,  and 
sport  is  in  consequence  not  so  good.  Plenty  of  small 
roach  and  other  fish  are  being  captured,  but  the  larger 
ones  are  only  on  show  just  now.  Mr.  Frank  Ayers  and 
two  friends,  fishing  with  Geo.  Luff  on  Saturdav,  got  a  nice 
lot  of  bream,  a  few  of  them  scaling  between  21b.  and  31b. 
A  tench  of  2Hb.  has  been  taken.  The  weather  is  now 
lovely. — Wm.  Nash. 

Flymonth. — There  is  not  much  to  r^poit  this  week. 
All  the  rivers  are  in  good  condition,  and  fairly  good  sport 
has  been  the  result.  The  recent  rain  we  have  had  will 
prevent  the  rivers  from  runni'n?  down  so  low  as  they  did 
list  season.  I  have  not  heard  of  many  peal  being  taken, 
but  there  are  plenty  in  the  rivers.  Some  fine  ones  have 
been  creeled  on  the  Dart. — William  Heardee. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  Severn  and  its  tribu- 
taries are  low,  and  weeds  are  troublesome  to  fly  fishers. 
The  water  is  not,  however,  in  bad  order,  and  bottom 
fishers  should  have  sport  after  the  heat  of  the  day  is  over. 
Mr.  Bucknell  (a  Shrewsbury  fisherman)  has  taken  a  few 
trout  of  late,  but  none  weighing  much  over  lib.,  his 
reord  for  the  present  season  being  a  total  of  thirteen. — 
Hafeen. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — For  some  days  past  the  weather  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  the  sun 
shining  from  morning  till  night,  with  scarcely  a  cloud  to 
ba  seen,  and  since  this  change  the  rivers  have  improved 
daily,  and  in  a  very  short  time  will  be  in  the  best  condi- 
tion for  the  fly,  as  they  now  are  for  trolling  and  ground- 
bait  angling;  and  for  some  time  past  sport  has  b^en 
principally  amongst  coarse  fish,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
trout ;  and  many  old  fly  fishers  protest  that  the  chief  causj 
of  lack  of  sport  in  these  rivers — as  far  as  trout  are  con- 
cerned— is  chiefly  owing  to  the  great  number  of  pike  and 
chub  in  these  streams,  which  devour  the  young  trout,  and 
until  SDmething  is  done  to  decrease  the  number  of  these 
great  enemies  of  the  trout,  it  will  be  quite  useless  to  look 
for  any  improvement.  Even  the  best  trout  stream  in  this 
i\eighbonrhood — the  Tanat — especially  in  the  lower  parts, 
is  now  enffering  from  the  same  cause  ;  but  this  river  could 
easily  be  rid  of  these  pests  to  trout  if  netted  under  proper 
supervision,  so  that  what  trout  were  captured  could  be 
asain  placed  in  the  river,  and  the  coarse  fish  taken  out.— 
Vyrnwy. 

iStour  (Bures,  SuflFolk).  —  Water  very  clear,  aid 
fishing  in  the  daytime  ia  almost  useless.  A  few  decent 
roach  have  been  taken  in  the  morning  or  late  in  the 
evening's  fishing,  and  several  bream  up  to  31b.  each,  but 
as  yet  no  large  catch.  Bel  fishing,  for  those  who  like  that 
kind  of  sport,  seems  the  best  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and 
a  large  number  have  been  taken  since  the  commencement 
of  the  season.  Paste  or  gentles  for  both  roach  and  bream 
are  the  best  killing  baits. — W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Stour  (Qrove  Ferry,  Kent) —Good  sport  continues 
to  be  obtained  at  this  fishery.  Capital  baskets  of  roach 
have  been  taken  during  the  week.  Dr.  Isherwood,  of 
Ramsgate,  had  a  very  fine  show  of  roach,  all  over  lib. 
each.  There  are  several  anglers  staying  at  the  Grove 
Ferry  Hotel,  and  are  enjoying  good  sport  early  morning, 
and  also  evening.  Knowing  that  many  London  anglers 
were  unable  to  arrange  for  accommodation  for  the  Bank 
Holiday  in  August  last  season,  I  advise  them  to  turn  their 
attention  this  time  to  the  village  of  Sturry  (four  miles 
away),  where  the  fishing  is  very  good,  and  only  a  short 
railway  journey  to  Grove  Ferry  if  desired. — W. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Cbicbester 
Hari:our. — With  an  improvement  in  the  weather,  sport 
has  been  more  satisfactory.  From  the  Ouse,  above  the 
Barcombe  flour  mills,  Mr.  Chillcott  has  taken  some  good 
roach,  the  heaviest  fish  weighing  lib.  12oz.,  and  several 
others  exceeding  lib.  The  tiJal  water  at  Lewes  has 
yielded  several  nice  dace.  Messrs.  Pain,  Hall,  and  Catt 
have  secured  good  bags,  averaging  7oz.  a  fish.  Mr.  Catt 
landed  a  specimen  dace  of  10  iz.  The  small  tide  is  the  best 
for  fishiDg  these  waters.  Carp  are  still  feeding  in  the 
Adur.  Mr.  Cadman  has  taken  a  brace  cf  31b.  fish,  and 
several  smaller  ones  are  notified.  Sport  on  the  Rother  has 
been  fairly  good.  A  carp  of  41b.  was  taken  on  Monday 
while  roach  fishing  with  steamed  wheat,  and  fair  bags  of 
roach  with  gentles.  A  perch  of  21b.  was  captured  with 
minnow,  also  a  brace  of  small  pike.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  has  been  well  patronised.  Bream  have  fed 
fairly  well,  but  nothing  exceeding  IJlb.  has  come  under 
notice.  A  perch  of  l^lb.,  roach  up  to  14oz.,  and  small 
carp  are  among  the  records  of  the  week.  Eels  are  feeding. 
One  of  3 Jib.,  and  several  smaller,  have  been  captured  with 


live  bait.  From  the  harbour  small  bass  and  a  few  codling 
are  reported.— Geoboe  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (Nortb  Devon).— I  saw  a  gentleman  with :  orty 
trout  on  Saturday,  out  of  the  Bray.  I  heard  of  some  good 
catches  of  dace,  and  was  told  a  gentleman  took  four  good 
trout  in  the  Taw  on  Monday.  Some  large  trout  over  lib. 
were  killed  in  the  Lynn.  Prawns  and  lobsters  taken 
plentifully.— Ru.sTY  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  changed  from  threatened  rain  and 
tempest  to  bright  sunshiny  days  and  extremely  hot  On 
Tuesday  it  was  80"  in  the  shade.  Angling  has  been  fairly 
brisk,  and  since  Tuesday  the  best  time  for  fishing  has  been 
in  the  early  morning  and  in  the  evening.  No  sport  hag 
been  had  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  it  is  useless  to  try, 
as  the  fish  will  not  move.  In  the  evening  the  fish  have 
sported,  and  a  good  few  rcdjhave  been  out,  and  they  have 
used  Sky  Blue,  Little  Blue,  Spinners,  Brown  and  White 
Moths,  July  Dun,  White  winged  Coachman,  and  Coch-y- 
bondhu.  In  early  morning  good  fish  have  been  landed 
with  the  minnow  and  good  trout  have  been  taken  with 
worm.  On  Saturday  some  nice  eels  and  roach  were 
ciught  with  worm  and  paste.  With  the  Blue  Dun  and 
Coachman,  on  Monday,  some  nice  trout  were  landed.  On 
Tuesday  evening  sport  was  good  with  the  White  Moth  and 
Coachman.  With  fine  weather  there  should  be  some 
good  lots  of  fish  landed  in  this  part.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clan,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order,  and 
some  nice-sized  trout  have  been  taken  with  fly  and  bottom 
baits. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  weather  has 
changed  from  cold  to  excessive  heat,  and  there  now  appsara 
a  prospect  of  it  taking  up,  and  anglers  will  welcome  the 
change,  and  fishing  has  been  better.  The  rivers  are 
running  in  good  order,  being  a  nice  level  and  clear,  and 
the  fish  have  been  sporting  better,  especially  in  the  even- 
ings, which  is  the  best  time,  with  morning,  for  fishing.  A 
fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  they  have  tried 
Blue  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  July  Dun,  Browns,  Moths,  and  Coach- 
man, and  several  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  latdid,  and 
the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good  in  this  part. — 
Worcester. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— River  low  and  clear.  A 
good  fresh  wanted  badly.  I  was  at  Brecon  on  the  Uth 
inst.,  and,  looking  over  the  Uek  Bridge,  noticed  a  lot  of 
dead  pink  and  trout  evidently  poisoneJ.  The  natives 
seem  to  attribute  it  to  some  poisonous  matter  emptied 
into  the  Honddu  from  a  woollen  mill. — Ernle  Delafielb. 

W<»lland  (Market  Dsep  ng).— Fish  are  beginning 
to  rise  freely  to  the  fly,  and  sport  is  reported  to  have  been 
exceptionally  good  during  the  past  week,  and  a  large 
number  have  participated.  Mr.  Gibson,  of  London, 
landed  about  two  dozen  roach,  and  Mr.  Whittome 
captured  some  very  fine  perch,  one  weighing  over  lib. ; 
Mr.  Hutchings,  in  two  days,  caught  over  seventy  roach 
and  dace ;  and  Mr.  Letts  on  three  occasions  landed  nearly 
100  roach  and  dace ;  whilst  Mr.  Preston,  on  Monday,  caught 
twenty.  At  Deeping  St.  James,  during  the  past  week,  the 
authorities  have  been  devoting  their  attention  to  the  state 
of  the  river,  and  the  weeds,  &b.,  have  been  cat  and 
removed. — E.  A.  S. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— The  following  have  been 
taken  during  tae  week :  Messrs.  C.  and  U.  Bowring, 
251b.  bream  ;  Windover,  16Jlb.  bream,  one  perch,  lib., 
one  jack;  Dainton,  301b.  bream;  Woodland,  81b.  bream; 
Bashford,  101b.  bream ;  Maltby,  241b.  bream ;  Brooks, 
181b.  bream ;  Smith,  two  bream,  61b. ;  Fleming, 
101b.  bream;  Seel,  91b.  bream;  Jao'ison,  141b.  bream; 
Price,  101b.  bream ;  Palmer,  sen. ,  121b.  bream ; 
Fergusson,  141b.  bream.  Several  others  had  sundry 
sinaller  takes.  Next  Sunday,  July  15,  a  rosewood 
winch  and  lOOjds.  bream  line  will  bfl  given  for  the  largest 
take  of  bream  daring  the  day. — F.  Vinall. 

Wltbam,  fto.  (Mid-Iilnoolnrsnire).  — From  he 
drains  in  the  Boston  district  reports  are  to  the  effeoc  that 
roach  are  beginning  to  feed.  Best  takes  have  come  from 
the  Hob  Hole,  between  the  railway  bridge  and  Friestone. 
Weeds  are  CO  uplained  of  in  this  district.  By  the  bye,  a 
few  baby  seals  have  appeared  at  Friestone  shores.  A  few 
bream  have  been  got  from  the  Bargate  drain,  and  one  or 
two  good  specimens  have  come  from  near  the  Cowbridge 
Inn,  and  tench  have  been  captured  near  the  cemetery. 
Weed-cutting  is  going  on.  Boat  fishermen  near  the  Grand 
Sluice  at  Boston  have  done  well  among  the  bream,  takes 
running  up  to  451b.  per  day.  A  few  rudd  have  come  to 
hand,  one  scaling  26oz.  falling  to  a  bream  fisher.  At 
Kirkstead  they  have  been  going  in  for  jack,  but  most  of 
the  river  has  lately  been  interfered  with  by  the  weed 
cutting.    Up-river  reports  are  not  noteworthy. — Ldci. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).  —  The  above 
rivers  have  now  run  down  and  cleared  from  the  numaroas 
flushes  we  have  had,  and  are  now  in  good  order  for  fly 
fishing,  but  anglers  have  fallen  ofi  in  numbers  during  the 
past  week.  Those  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  taken 
two  and  three  brace  each.  Only  a  few  fishermen  have 
been  out  on  the  Darleydale  Club's  water,  and  sport  not 
very  good.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's water  has  afforded  a  few  fish.  Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson, 
fishing  in  Matlock  Dale,  took  one  trout  weighing  l^lb. 
with  Iron  Blue,  and  on  another  occasion  two  and  a  half 
brace.  The  best  mode  of  fishing  during  the  hot  weather 
we  are  now  having  will  be  dibbing  with  natural  flies. 
Yellow  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Blue  Duo,  Olive  Dun,  Red 
Spinner,  and  Sand  Fly  will  be  useful. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swa  e,  Wbaxfe,  Nidd,  etc.,  YorAsbire.— 
There  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  returns  of  sport 
forwarded  to  me  from  different  sources  compared  with  the 
preceding  week,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  brilliant  summer 
weather  which  has  prevailed  during  the  past  few  days. 
The  Yore  has  continued  in  capital  trim  for  fly  fishing,  but 
the  cloudless  sky,  the  brilliant  sunshine,  and  sweltering 
heat  have  kept  anglers  away.   Monday,  however,  was  a 


July  14,  1900] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


29 


(rood  fishing  day,  and  some  nice  fish  were  cangh<;  in  the 
Yore  by  Mr.  J.  E.  MUIer,  Mr.  J.  Blades,  and  others,  and 
I  hear  Mr.  Sturdy  has  had  good  sport.   At  Masham,  Mr. 
Simpson,  during  a  three  weeks'  stay  at  the  Cover  Bridge 
Inn,  has  bad  good  sport  daily  as  a  rule.    The  Bustard  or 
Beck  Moths  have  killed  well  in  the  evenings.  Formerly 
these  moths  were  dressed  far  too  large.     I  have  reduced 
the  size,  made  them  more  like  the  natural  insect,  and  I 
find  they  kill  trout,  dace,  and  chub  equally  well.  The  weather 
cannot  be  too  bi  ight  or  the  water  too  clear  for  upstream 
worm  fishing,  and  the  careful  angler,  using  fine  practical 
"  Pennell "  tackle  and  a  well-scoured  red  or  brandling 
worm,  can  always  pick  up  a  few  brace  of  <rout,  and  some 
good  dishes  of  fish  have  been  caught  by  this  method  since 
the  hot  weather  set  in.     The  Swale  has  fished  very 
moderately  during  the  past  week,  and  anglers  have  fully 
deserved  all  the  fish  they  have  caught.  One  Northallerton 
angler  has  had  a  turn  or  two  on  it  with  the  fly,  but  his 
best  take  has  only  been  some  half  a  dozen  grayling,  and 
even  this  did  not  include  any  very  heavy  fish.    A  Stockton 
man  or  two  were  out  on  Saturday  and  landed  a  pike  and 
some  coarse  fish.   On  Monday  a  Northallerton  amateur 
was  out  on  Bedale  Beck  and  had  a  fair  afternoon's  sport. 
He  caught  close  upon  31b.  of  trout  with  the  aid  of  gentles. 
Mr.  J.  Kiog,  of  the  Black  Ox  Club,  has  had  some  nice 
samples  of  trout  from  the  club  water,  while  another 
visiting  member  showed  a  basketful  of  fish  he  had  caught 
in  Bedale  Beck  one  day  last  week.    The  fishing  in  this 
beck  ii  improving,  and  good  takes  seem  to  be  the  average, 
not  the  exception.    On  the  Derwent,  Mr.  N.  Green,  and 
other  Leeds  and  York  anglers,  have  had  fairly  good  sport 
amongst  the  dice  at  Malton,  the  largest  basket  being  one 
of  twelve  fish.    The  first  of  the  season's  series  of  matches 
iu  connection  with  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Society 
was  _held_  on  Saturday,  when  a  visit  was  paid  to  West 
Getting  with.   The  weather,  which  is  so  important  a  factor 
in  angling  excursions,  was  not  of  the  most  acoeptable 
nature,  the  wind  was  sweeping  down  and  athwart  the  river, 
raising  the  surface  into  big  waves,  and  creating  great  diffi- 
culties for  the  anglers  who  had  exposed  stations.  The 
river  was  abnormally  low  and  bright,  so  that  conditions 
were  all  inimioil  to  successful  angling.    The  whistle 
sounded  "cease  fishing"  at  six  o'clock,  and,  laden  with 
their  spoil,  the  angler.^  adjourned  to  the  Ferry  Inn,  where 
the  weigh-iu  took  place.   The  catch  proved  to  be  a  very 
small  one,  and,  although  nearly  all  broke  their  duck,  many 
did  not  trouble  the  man  at  the  scales.    First  prize  was 
taken  with  3Ib.  l|oz.i  and  then  there  was  a  large  descent, 
and  a  kill  of  a  few  ouncas  ran  into  money :  1.  G.  Hender- 
son, 31b.  Ifoz. ;  2.  and  3.  (tie)  W.  A.  Knowles  and  J. 
Johnson,  lib.  6Joz. ;  4.  W.  J.  Davidson ;  5.  B.  Taylor ; 
6.  A.  Wyrill ;  7.  J.  Mennell ;  8.  E.  Foote;  9.  H.  Wilkin- 
son ;  10.  C.  AUen;  11.  T.  Mason;  12.  J.  Procter;  13.  J. 
Robson  ;  14.  W.  Wyrill.    On  the  conclusion  of  the  weigh- 
in  the  party  proceeded  to  the  Wenlock  Arms  Hotel, 
Wheldrake,  and  in  response  to  an  invitation  by  Mrs. 
A.  H.  Fletcher,  wife  of  the  managing  editor  of  the 
Yorlcshire  Herald,  a  company  of  forty-five  sat  down 
to  a  substantial,  ample,  and  well-served  dinner.  This 
over,  an  hour  and  a  half  was  devoted  to  vocal  harmony 
and  a  few   brief   speeches.     Mr.  -A.    H.  Fletcher, 
president  of  the  club,  occupied  the  chair.     Mr.  J. 
Fenwick,    fishing  on  the   Nidd,  at  Hunsinford,  had 
excellent  sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  perch. 
Messrs.  Bellamy  and  friend,  angling  in  private  water, 
had  good_  sport  amongst  the  trout,  the  beat  fish  being 
caught  with  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel  Flight  weighing 
2ilb.   On  the  Wbarfe  the  Holbeck  Angling  Club  held 
its  annual  match  at  Tadcaster.    Mr.  F.  Richardson,  first ; 
Mr.  Waddington,  second ;  Mr.  Tooke.  third.    The  special 
prize  for  the  largest  fish  was  won  by  Mr.  Richardson  with 
a  roach.   Mr.  H.  J.  Smith,  fishing  for  pike  in  private 
water,  had  capital  sport,  the  largest  weighing  71b.  Mr. 
Whitely  has  had  fairly  good  sport  at  Pool.    From  various 
reports  from_ lakes  and  reservoirs  the  Beck  Moth  has  been 
doing  execution,  especially  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. The  best  flies  have  been  Brown  Owl,  Knotted  Midge ; 
also  the  special  evening  Brown  Owl,  and  Bracken  Clock. 
J.  Craven  Frank,  Esq.,  writes  me  that  the  Dove  A.C. 
(Kirbymoorside)  fishers  are  having  a  good  time  of  it,  both 
in  the  club  water  below  the  town,  and  on  Dove  and  Hodge 
above.   Eight  or  ten  brace  a  day — even  more — are  of 
frequent  occurrence,  and  both  artificial  minnow  and  fly 
have  djne  equally  well  where  people  know  how  to  select 
the  suitable  beats  extending  over  thirty  miles  or  more. 
The  thunder  showers  left  the  rivers  a  splendid  porter 
colour,  and_  a  good  hand  could  kill  his  six  brace  in  three  or 
four  fields  in  a  short  apace  of  time,  or  during  an  evening. 
Strangers  should  bear  in  mind  that  nothing  but  trout  is 
met  with  above  the  town,  and  that  our  club  water  below 
contains  both  trout  and  grayling.    The  grayling  and  trout 
are  in  the  lower  beats  comprising  the  volumes  from  both 
rivers— Dove  and  Hodge.    I  was  out  the  other  day  with  a 
London  visitor,  and  although  five  fishermen  landed  up  in 
the  same  field,  five  and  a  half  brace  ware  landed  out  of  the 
three  fields  after  five  o'clock  notwithstanding  the  previous 
fishings.    The  Peacock  and  Red  Hackle,  and  Alder  fished 
dry,  were  the  favourites  here.    Parties  are  finding  out 
tickets  Is.  a  week  can  be  had  here  at  Earl  Feversham 
Hotel  for  the  trout  above  the  town.    Others  wishing  to 
try  their  strength  with  large  trout  and  grayling  prefer  club 
waters.    Trout  31b.  2oz.,  l|lb.,  and  others  over  lib.  are 
registered  this  season.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Border  Ssk  and  Liddle.— Both  rivers  are  in  good 
trim_  for  angling,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been 
obtained.  There  are  a  few  ealmon  in  the  water,  and  grilse 
have  begun  to  run.  Sea  trout  are  fairly  plentiful  in  the 
middle  and  upper  reaches,  and  during  the  past  few  days 
have  been  afiording  good  sport,  but  catches  are  few  in  the 
Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge  divisions.   This  is  attributed 


to  the  continual  rise  in  the  water,  which  causes  the  fish  to 
run  straight  up  the  river  from  the  salt  water  without 
staying  in  the  lower  pools.    With  more  eettled  weather 
good  sport  should  be  had  with  herling  in  the  lower  waters 
below  Longtown.    The  first  herlings  of  the  season  have 
been  captured  in  the  Langholm  waters.    Thefe  fine 
sporting  fish  have  made  their  appearance  in  good  time. 
The  first  one  got  in  Langholm  water  was  caught  by  Mr. 
Walter  F.  Scott,  Ashley  Bank,  Langholm.    Miss  Church, 
Park  House,  Canonbie,  has  had  three  sea  trout  during  the 
last  week,  and  some  good  yellow  trout  in  the  mid-reaches. 
Mr.  T.  Graham,  Gilnookie,  caught  the  first  herling  of  the 
season  in  the  Canonbie  water  ;  Mr.  G.  Law,  Rowanburn,  had 
three  fine  sea  trout  iu  the  mid -reaches  ;  one  of  about  51b., 
(the  best  of  the  season),  and  two  of  3ib.    Mr.  S.  McKune, 
Gilnockie  Cottage,  had  three  sea  trout  in  the  Double 
water;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Hollows  Hill  Gate,  caught  three 
sea  trout  in  Byreburnfoot  water  ;  Mr.  H.  Foster,  Long- 
town,  had  one  of  the  best  baskets  of  yellow  trout  of  the 
spason,  creeling  about  201b.  ;    Mr.    Brown  and  Mr. 
Roper,  staying  at  the   Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie, 
have  had  several  sea  tront  and  some  good  catches  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  Double  water.   Mr.  Reginald  Steele  had  two 
sea  trout  in  Canonbie  water  with  fly,  and  Dr.  Anderson 
had  one  in  Bjreburnfoot  water,  and  three  in  the  Canonbie 
water.   In  the  mid-reaches,  Mr.  Frank  Little,  Bjreburn- 
foot, killed  three  sea  trout ;  Mr.  John  Graham  creeled 
five ;  Mr.  David  Oalout,  Canonbie,  one  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Law, 
Canonbie,  one  sea  trout.    Mr.  J.  Morrison  ciught  a  sea 
trout  of  21b.  in  Langholm  water.    Mr.  T.  Johnstone, 
Langholm,  had  three  nice  sea  trout,  the  biggest  one 
nearly  21b.,  and  some  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water 
with  worm.    Mr.  F.  Storey  had  71b.  of  yellow  trout  in 
Wauchope,  close  to  Langholm,  at  a  fishing.    Mr.  W. 
Storey,  Langholm,  had  two  nice  sea  trout  with  worm 
close  to  Skipper's  Bridge.    Mr.  A.  McMillan  had  a  sea 
trout  at  Glenfirra  stream  with  fly.    Mr.  A.  Thomson  had 
one  at  Skipper's  Bridge  with  minnow.    Mr.  J.  Coulthard, 
Langholm,  had  a  big  basket  of  yellow  tront  in  the  tribu- 
taries, catching  130.   Mr.  J.  Cowan,  Carlisle,  killed  sixty 
in  Tweedale,  and  at  another  fishing  he  and  Mr.  Grant, 
Buck  Hotel,  Langholm,  killed  ten  dozen.    Mr.  W.  Ross, 
Langholm,  at  Glenfirra  killed  four  sea  tront,  two  of  them 
nearly  31b.  each,  and  three  yellow  irout.    Mr.  J.  Hotson, 
three  sea  trout  in  Long  pool,  and  has  had  fine  baskets  of 
yellow  trout,  both  in  Liddle  and  Esk.    Mr.  W.  A.  Connell, 
Langholm,  had  four  sea  trout  in  an  afternoon's  fishing  in 
the  mid-reaches.    Mr.  J.  Billantjne,  Woodhouse,  Canon- 
bie, had  two  sea  trout  and  some  grand  yellow  trout, 
weighing  up  to  2lb.,  in  Canonbie  water.     Mr.  W. 
Edgar,   Rowanburn,    had    three    sea    trout   in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.    Mr.  Walter  Gray,  Tanlow 
Hill,  had   several  asa  tront  at  King   pool,   at  the 
junction  of  the  Black  and  White  Esk.    Mr.  Graves 
Sunderland,  had  two  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
tributaries,  of  101b.  each.    Mr.  Rosewinge,  Newcastle, 
and  Mr.  "Tomson,  London,  staying  at  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Langholm,  have  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
J.  Armstrong,  Greenburn,  had  five  sea  trout  in  Canonbie 
water.    Mr.  C.  Elliot,  Langholm,  had  about  81b.  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  Ewes.    Mr.  Joe  Anderson  had  fourteen  fine 
yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water.    Messrs.  J.  Irving  and 
W.  Ballantyne,  Langholm,  had  about  5lb.  each  in  the 
higher  waters.    Mr.  J.  Boyd,  jun.,  Bristol,  had  two  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters.    Mr.  T.  Hyslop  and  Mr. 
J.  Telford  had  each  eei  trout  in  Langholm  water.  Fishiog 
in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  John  J.  Hill  killed  a  salmon  weighing 
121b.,  and  two  sea  trout,  with  small  fry.  Mr.  A.  Porteous, 
Longtown,  had  splendid  sport  with  tea  trout  last  week, 
killing  savea  at  a  fishing,  and  four  on  two  subsequent 
fishings.    Mr.  G.  Poster  had  two  sea  trout  in  the  upper 
waters.  Mr.  R.  Crozier  killed  three  nice  fish.  Mr.  Beattie 
killed  one,  and  Mr.  W.  Murray  caught  several  yellow 
trout,  one  weighing  over  21b.    Mr.  J.  Walker  also  had  sea 
trout  in  the  Upper  Liddle.    Mr.  J.  Jardine,  Kershope 
Foot,  killed  two  sea  tront  in  the  same  water.    Mr.  W. 
Murray,  Newcastleton,  caught  twenty-four  yellow  trout 
in  the  upper  reaches.   Mr.  Holiday,  Demaiaholm,  and 
others,  have  had  sea  trout  in  the  Liddle.    Mr.  Murray, 
Whisgills,  caught  a  sea  trout  and  herling  in  Liddle. 
Mr.  A.  Nichol,  Dinley,  had  a  sea  trout  in  Hermitage 
water,    and    Mr.    Kyle    had    also    a   sea   trout  in 
Hermitage.    The   lower    waters    of    the    Esk  have 
not  been  so  prolific  in  good  catches.     Mr.  Milne,  Long- 
town,   killed  two  sea  trout,  and  a  nice  lot  of  yellow 
trout.    Mr.  Musgrove,  Longtown,  had  two  sea  trout,  and 
other  fish.    Mr.  Budd,  Longtown,  had  three  sea  trout  in 
the  Liddle.    In  the  reservoir  water  near  Longtown  Mr. 
Graham  had  two  sea  trout  about  2lb.  each.    Mr.  T. 
Walker,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  O^ens,  Edinburgh,  have  had 
good  baskets  of  yellow  trout,  and  an  odd  sea  trout  in 
the  Liddle.    Messrs.  Harrison  and  Alcock,  Carlisle,  who 
purohaaed  the  sturgeon  caught  last  week  in  the  Solway, 
near  Skinburness,  forwarded  to  Her  Majesty  501b.  of  the 
Royal  fish  in  compliance  with  an  intimation  from  the 
Master  of  the  Household  that  Her  Majesty  would  accept 
a  "  small  portion  "  of  the  fish,  which  weighed  4603t.,  and 
contained  over  53t,  of  roe,  from  which  caviare  is  made. 
In  Netherby  water  and  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  water 
some  good  catches  of  sea  tront  and  yellow  trout  hive  been 
made.   At  a  single  fishing  in  the  tributaries,  Mr.  Park 
caught  over  100  yellow  trout.    Sergt.  Bell  had  two  sea 
trout  with  minnow  in  Langholm  water.   Mr.  J.  Hotson, 
Australia,  killed  three  in  the  Double  water,  each  about 
21b.    Mr.  W.  Borthwick,  Langholm,  killed  two  in  the 
upper  reaches.   The  present  -nriter  was  very  pleased  to 
read  "  Noss  Mayo's"  kind  letter  in  last  week's  F.  O., 
anent  the  late  landlady  and  the  present  landlord  of  the 
Metal  Bridge. — Gilnoceik. 

Biidge  Hotel  Waters  (Bonaxbridg'e,  N.B.).— 
On  July  3,  Major-General  Waddington,  ot  Pangbourne, 
on  Loch  Migdale,  landed  seven  trout,  3lb. ;  and  Mr.  John 
MaoPherson,  one  and  a  quarter  dozen,  6^1b.    On  5ch,  the 


last  named  landfd  seventeen  tront,  61b.  On  6th,  General 
Waddington  ai  d  Mr.  MacPherson  had  each  a  basket  of 
nine  trout,  31b. ;  conditions  very  unfavourable.  On  7tb, 
Mr.  MaoPherson,  in  two  hours,  got  seven  trout,  one  Ot 
which  weighod  lib.  2oz  ,  and  the  whole  31b. — B. 

Carron  (Easter  Robs,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  July 4, 
Mr.  John  Matheson,  Gruinards,  on  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland's 
rod,  landed  a  6lb.  grilse  on  Poll  Moral;  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Hermon,  one  of  7ilb.,  on  Invercharron  water.  On  5th, 
Mr.  Hermon  landtd  a  121b.  ealmon.  Several  ealmon  have 
been  got  up  to  151b.  on  Amat  waters  (Mr.  F.  T.  Geryers) 
and  on  Glencalsie  waters  (Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith),  but  par- 
ticulars are  not  to  hand — B. 

DaveroBi  (Banffshire). — Rain  has  fallen  copiously  in 
this  district  for  some  time,  and  the  water  in  the  river 
Deveron  has  risen  over  2ft.  Both  net  and  rod  fishing  have 
greatly  improved,  grilse  and  silmon  running  freely.  Last 
week  Mr.  George  Smith,  keeper,  Edinglassie,  had  three 
grilse.  On  the  Blairmore  water  Mr.  James  Smith, 
keeper,  had  a  grilse  and  a  salmon.  The  grilse  scaled  from 
3lb.  to  ojlb.,  and  the  salmon  from  7lb.  to  121b.  There  ia 
every  appearance  of  a  good  fishing  for  some  time.  The 
net  fishermen  have  been  getting  fair  hauls  of  salmon  and 
grilse  in  the  river.  One  of  the  former  scaled  351b.,  and 
the  average  about  151b.  Grilse  are  turning  out  to  be  a 
better  crop  than  was  expected — averaging  about  5lb. 
Trout  in  the  river  are  not  so  numerous.  On  the  coast 
there  has  been  a  capital  run  of  grilse.  On  Friday  a 
breeze  from  the  north-west  brought  in  a  heavy  aea,  which 
did  damage  to  the  nets,. and  it  was  Monday  before  they 
were  put  in  order.  Last  week  the  yield  from  both  river 
and  coast  was  four  to  ten  boxes  daily.  For  the  two  first 
days  of  this  week  about  ten  boxes  each  day  have  been  sent 
to  the  markets.  A  box  weighs  about  2cwt.  Both  grilse 
and  salmon  are  of  fine  quality,  and  quite  free  from  disease. 
At  this  date  last  year  the  fishing  showed  a  great  improve- 
ment. On  the  coast  at  Gardenstown  there  was  also  an 
increased  yield,  as  many  as  four  boxes  being  consigned  to 
the  markets  daily. 

Incbnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— July  2,  Mr. 
Webb,  Inver,  ten  trout,  101b. ;  Col.  MacPherson,  Awe, 
twelve,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Booth  and  Keeling,  Skeig,  thirteen, 
lOib.  July  3,  Mr.  Fred  Hooper,  Head  Assjnt,  one  grilse, 
41b.  ;  Messrs.  Blackmore  and  Graham,  Skeig,  twenty- 
four  trout,  8ib. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  Awe,  thirty-six,  101b. 
July  4,  Col.  MacPherson,  Castle  Bay,  six,  41b. ;  Messrs. 
Webb  and  Andrews,  Skeig,  twenty-four,  91b. ;  Messrs. 

F.  and  L.  Hooper,  Awe,  twenty-six,  12lb. ;  Mr.  Murphy, 
Letteressa,  fourteen,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Graham  and  Black- 
more,  Mid-Assjnt,  nineteen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Hooper,  Inver, 
one  grilse,  5|lb. ;  Mr.  S.  Webb,  Hill,  four  trout,  71b.  ; 
Messrs.  Booth  and  Keeling,  Inver,  twelve,  41b.  July  5, 
Mr.  F.  and  Miss  Hooper,  Awe,  twenty-six,  121b. ;  Mr. 
Blackmore,  Skeig,  twenty-one.  61b. ;  Messrs.  Graham  and 
Murphy,  Gillaroo,  five,  3lb. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  Inver,  eight, 
41b.  July  6,  Mr.  S.  Webb,  Gillaroo,  five,  31b. ;  Mr.  F. 
Hooper,  Loanan,  eight,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Booth  and  Keeling, 
Awe,  twenty,  81b. ;  Mr.  Murphy,  Inver,  one  grilse,  7|lb. ; 
Mr.  Blackmore,  Inver,  twelve  trout,  61b.  July  7,  Mr. 
Hooper,  Loanan,  two  grilse,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Graham  and 
Murphy,  Awe,  thirty  trout,  12lb. ;  Jlr.  Blackmore, 
Gillaroo,  five,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  Inver,  ten,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Andrews,  Inver,  six,  61b. 

If  la  (Perth).— The  rains  have  kept  the  river  in  proper 
volume  and  colour,  but  trout  are  not  rising  so  freely  as  iu 
June,  and  sometimes  worm  is  used.  Fair  baskets  have 
lately  been  made  by  (among  others)  Mr.  A.  Cameron, 
Glasgow,  and  Messrs.  Allan  and  Ogilvy,  Dundee.  Ou 
Drnmore  Loch,  good  sport  has  been  got;  by  Professor 

G.  G.  Ramsay  (Glasgow)  and  party ;  and  the  same  has  to 
be  said  of  Mr.  Blake  and  party  on  Brewlands  Loch.  On 
Auchintaple,  Sir  John  Kialoch,  Mr.  Kinloch,  Messrs. 
Starkey,  of  Bridgenorth,  Douglas  Ramsay  (Banff),  Crane 
(London),  and  Carmichael  (Arthurstone)  have  had  trout 
from  lib.  to  about  3Jlb.  On  the  lochs  fly  only  has  been 
used. — Iasgair. 

Iiairg'  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— On 
29ch  ult.,  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Sain,  eleven  trout,  51b. ; 
Capt.  Henderson,  ten,  3|lb.  ;  Mr.  Russell,  nine,  3ilb. ; 
and  Mr.  Simpson,  sixteen,  7ilb.  On  30th,  Mr.  Copeland, 
one  ferox  of  IJlb.,  and  nine  trout  averaging  Mb.  each; 
Capt.  Honderson,  eight  trout,  3ilb.  ;  Mr.  Racsell,  twenty- 
eight,  9Jlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Barton  and  Simpson,  ten,  7lb. 
On  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  Copeland,  ten  trout,  4Jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
Boyce  MacLeod,  one  /ero!,  3^.b,  On  3rd,  Mr.  Copeland, 
one  ferox  l|lb.,  besides  nine  trout,  41b.;  and  Cj.pt. 
Hender3on,  eight  tront,  3lb.  On  4ch,  Mr.  Copeland,  one 
dozsn  trout,  4f  lb.,  and  a/(TO  ■  of  l^lb. ;  Capt.  Henderson, 
six  trout,  2|ib.  ;  Mr.  MucLeod,  one  salmon,  9^lb.,  two 
fero.r,  3ilb. ,  and  three  trout,  l|lb. ;  Mr.  Mackay,  in  two 
"hours,  got  four  trout,  2lb.  On  6th,  Mr.  Roosevelt  got  a 
151b.  salmon  on  Lady's  Pool,  River  Shin  ;  and  Messrs. 
E.  and  L.  Crossley,  thirteen  trout,  51b.,  on  Shinness  Bay. 
On  7th,  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  landed  seven  trout, 
3lb. ;  Mr.  E.  W.  Palling,  on  Mid  Shin,  nine  trout,  3flb. ; 
Mr.  L,  Crossley,  on  Lcc'a  Beannoch,  nine  trout,  74lb.  ; 
and  Mr.  Roosevelt  landed  a  salmon  of  131b.  on  River 
Shin.  On  9[h,  E.  L.  Crossley,  Esq  ,  caught  fourtean  sea 
trout,  61b.,  besides  a /e»o '  of  3lb.,  on  Loch  Shin  ;  and  Dr. 
MacFadyen,  on  Mid  Shin,  twenty-one  aea  trout,  74 lb. 
— B. 

Ziochleven  (Kinross).— With  strong  winds  and  bright 
sunshine  the  catches  during  the  past  week  continued  very 
poor,  and  only  about  half  a  dozen  boats  have  tesn  out 
daily.  Ten  members  of  the  Dundee  West-End  Club 
captured  twenty-seven  trout,  181b.  First,  Mr.  Macgregor, 
five  trout,  41b. ;  second,  Mr.  Howe,  three  trout,  31b. 
Twenty  members  of  the  Kinross  Club  had  fifty-three 
trout,  451b.  8jz.  First,  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  five  trout, 
7ib.  llcz. ;  second,  Mr.  P.  D.  Mallcch,  six  trout,  5lb. ; 
heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  2:b.  2:z.  Five  members- 
of  the  (Glasgow  St.  Muogo  Club  creeled  nine  tront, 
6ib.  5oz.    First,  Mr.  J.  F.  Elder,  three  tront,  2lb.  l:z.  j 
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heaviest  trout,  lib.  3  The  Perthshire  Club,  with  eiijht 
rods,  landed  fourteen  trout,  141b.  Firat,  Mr.  T  Wylie 
our  trout,  3  lb.  8jz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  McNicol! 
lib.  Idjoz  Private  partips  :  Mr.  Jameson,  LoBdjn,  eivht 
^9?K  'fi        Ir  "^^^"S.    Glasgo^v,    fourteen  trout, 

i;  boz  ;  Mr.  Eden,  Eaiabur.(h,  eleven  trout,  71b  8)z  • 
Mr.  McNieol  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Perth,  ei^ht  trout,' 
/ID.  ».z. ;  Mr.  Dunmnre,  Callander,  seven  trout  6'b  • 
Mr.  Fyte  eight  trout,  7lb.  ;  Mr.  R  .bartaon,  Glasgow,  and 
friend,  thirceen  trout.  101b.;  Master  George  Ca'sey 
Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  81b  8oz.— Robert  Lainq 

Iicch  Stenness  (Orkney).— The  foUowing  gentle- 
men trom  the  Standing  Scones  Hotel,  Stenness,  fished  the 
oiiu  "^Stenness:  July  3,  R.v.  Mr.  Duncan,  three  trout, 
jilb. ;  Col.  Alvee,  two  trout,  31b,  July  6,  Rev.  Mr. 
Duncan,  six  trout,  lOJlb.  (heaviest,  4Jlb.) ;  Col.  Alves 
SIX  trout  7ilb.  (heiviest,  Sflb.).  July  6,  Rev.  Mr! 
Duncan,  four  trout,  5|lb  July  7,  Col.  Alves,  one  trout, 
61b.    July  9,  Dr.  Middleton,  one  trout,  2Jlb.— John 

Me.vijh  (Sutlierlandsliire).— The  weather  during 
the  past  fortnight  baa  been  such  that  anglers  could  not  get 
°?ru  i'le  J-amfall  was  abnormal.  The  foil  wiog  are  a  few 
of  the  baskets  :  On  J une  26th,  Mr.  Broughton  had  eighteen 
T  1  ^^^.^K'         Broughton,  four  trout,  41b.  On 

July  2,  Mr.  Greig  had  eleven  trout,  51b. ;  9:h,  Mr.  Murray 
bad,  m  an  hour  or  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  forenoon 
being  too  wet  thirteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Macbay,  seventeen 
trout,  61b.— A.  MacIxtosh, 

North-East  of  Scotland.- A  finer-running  summer 
water  than  the  Dee  is  at  present  has  not  been  experienced 
this  season,  yet  sport  is  slack  and  fishermen  few  and  far 
between.  The  dearth  of  fish  during  June  probably 
accounts  for  the  lack  of  sportsmen  just  now,  but  with  the 
present  revival  a  fresh  impulse  may  be  given  before  the 
summer  season  be  totally  spent.  On  the  Braemar  waters 
an  occasional  'red"  fish  is  being  grassed,  and  freeh-nin 
gnlse.  which  are  apparently  coming  right  through  from 
the  tidal  reaches  without  break  or  halt,  so  fresh  and 
silvery  are  they  in  appearance.  On  the  Ballater  waters 
few  anglers  are  caring  to  try,  but  both  grUse  and  salmon 
are  fenown  to  be  about  in  fairly  large  numbers.  On  the 
famous  grilse  waters  of  Kincardine  O'Neil  and  Banchory 
the  best  day  has  been  six  fish  to  any  one  rod.  On  the 
^eugh,  Morrison  has  been  running  one  or  two  daily,  and 
Frank  Farquharson,  Blackball,  had  three  last  week, 
ranging  from  31b.  to  51b.  On  the  Woodend,  Cairnton 
Borrowstone  and  similar  sections,  an  occasional  fish  is 
being  got  daily.  A  good  few  sea  trout  have  been  creeled 
on  the  Crathes  and  Durris  waters,  and  splendid  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  on  the  Park  and  C  niter  beats,  chiefly  to  the 
minnow  overnight  angling.  On  the  Don  sport  is  at  a 
standstill  as  far  as  salmon  fishing  is  concsrned,  but  good 
iiaskets  of  trout  are  being  made  nightly  on  the  TiUburies 
and  Alford  sections.  Lady  Playfair  has  had  a  fair  season 
on  the  Fmtry  water.  On  the  Ythan  (tidal),  Mr.  Richie's 
guests  are  having  some  good  days,  and  creeling  from  101b 
to  141b.  per  rod,  mostly  trolling.  The  Ugie  has 
been  m  fine  fettle  with  the  recent  rains,  and  an 
early  run  of  sea  trout  is  confidently  anticipated. 
Ihe  Beauly  has  been  at  a  discount  for  some  time,  but 
angling  IS  now  on  the  ascendent.  Heavy  hauls  of  salmon 
aLd  gnlse  were  stoured  last  week,  upwards  of  100  being 
got  at  one  tide  in  one  net  at  the  river's  mouth.  The  fish 
thus  got  are  sold  locally  at  half  their  market  value  after 
■         '  !°  generosity  of  Lord  Lovat  the 

inhabitants  can  presently  have  their  dish  of  fresh  salmon 
tor  breakfast  at  the  proverbial  6J.  a  lb.  The  netting  all 
rcuad  the  east  coast  has  improved  considerably  both  in 
sa  mon  and  grilse,  and  autumn  fish  scaling  from  301b.  to 
401b.  and  over  are  already  quite  common.— G  M 

Ocerscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Laire, "  N  B  )  — On 
Julys,  Mr  aud  M.s.  Biokersteth,  Birkenhead,  on  Loch 
Orriam  got  one  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  9^1b. :  Mr  and 
Mrs.  Anderson.  Blundellsands,  on  Lower  Mid- Shin 
twenty  trout  10|lb. ;  Mr.  Philips,  Liverpool,  on  Mid-Shin! 
ten  trout  6ib. ;  Rev.  Archdeacon  Prescott  and  Son  Car- 
lisle, on  Lower  Fiag,  twenty-three  trout,  81b.  :  Mr.  Clav 
Matlock,  on  Upper  Fiai?,  twenty-three  trout,  101b.-  and 
Messrs  Simpson  and  Barton,  on  Loch  Merkland,  fifteen 
trout,  61b.  On  4th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  on  Upper 
Flag,  twenty-nine  trout,  15§lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bicker- 
steih,  on  Top  Shm,  eighteen  trout,  91b. ;  Rev.  Archdeacon 
Prescott  and  Son,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin,  thirty-three,  141b  ■ 
Mr.  Philips,  on  Lower  Fiag,  ten,  61b. ;  Mr.  Clay,  on  Loch 
Griam,  thirty-seven,  141b.;  and  Messrs.  Simpson  and 
Barton,  on  Mid-Shin,  nineteen,  8ib.  On  5th,  Mr.  and 
iJFf-  fnaerson  landed  two  dozen  trout,  121d.,  on  Upper 
Mid-Sbin  ;  Mr.  Philips,  on  Loch  Griam,  eleven  trout, 
541b  ;  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton,  on  Upper  Flag 
thirty-three  trout,  l^lb. ;  Messrs.  Guirdner  and  CJeffoy  on 
Loch  Merkland,  twenty-nine,  101b. ;  Mr.  Sharpe,  London, 
made  a  fair  basket  of  trout  on  Loch  Merkland,  and  Mr 
Clay,  on  same  loch,  two  dozen,  121b.  On  6th,  Messrs! 
bimpson  and  Barton  had  twenty-six  trout,  81b.,  on  Loch 
Griam  ;  Mr.  Sharpe,  on  Upper  Shin,  one  dozen,  51b, ;  and 
Rev.  Arob deacon  Prescott  and  Son  made  a  fair  basket  on 
r  f^'i  a!,''^'  P^^-  ^"i^ie^oon  Preecott  and  son.  Car- 
Itsle,  landed  a  salmon  of  lUb.  on  Loch  Merkland,  and  four 
dozen  trout,  14  b.,  on  Loch  Griam  ;  Mr.  Sharpe,  London 
on  Upper  Flag,  twenty  trout,  9ib. ;  Messrs.  Simpson  and 
Barton,  on  Lower  Flag,  twenty-six  trout,  121b.,  and  a 
fero:c  weighing  7Jlb  ;  and  Mr.  Murray,  on  Lower  Mid- 
Shin,  got  nice  trout,  /lb.  On  9th,  Messrs.  Simpson  and 
Barton  got  twenty-seven  trout,  lOJlb.,  on  Top  Shiu  •  Rev 
Archdeacon  Prescott  and  son,  Carlisle,  on  Lower  Mid! 
Shin,  twenty-three  trout,  Ulb. ;  Mr.  Murray,  on  Upper 
Shin  thirtj-two  trout,  131b.;  Mr.  Sharpe,  Londonron 
Loch  Griam,  one  dozen  trout,  71b. ;  and  Messrs.  Ludding- 
ton  and  Evans  E  y,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin,  forty-seven 
t'out,  171b.    Total  catch,  658  trout,  28Ulb  — B  ° 

South  of  Scotland.-The  long  spell  of  wet  weather 
appears  to  have  now  come  to  an  end.  Since  Monday  the  days 
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have  been  hot,  with  bright  sunshine  and  light  day  breezes 
Most  of  the  streams  in  this  district  are  in  fairly  good  ply 
though  they  will  be  clear  by  Saturday.    The  tributaries 
are  running  low  again,  and  the  worm,  on  Stewart  tackle, 
will  be  the  only  killing  lure  next  week.     There  was 
a  fane  run  of  grilse  last  night  (Tuesday)  in  the  Solway 
nets,  as  well  as  a  more  satisfactory  show  of  sea  trout.  In 
Pr'°8/  of  gfi'se  and  sea  trout  there  has  been  a  slump  fall 
ot  4d.  and  5d.  per  pound  since  last  week.    Toe  herling 
are  beginning  to  show  themselves  thb  week  in  the  Lower 
Annan,  though  no  good  catches  are  yet  reported.    In  the 
course  of  another  ten  days  there  should  be  a  fair  run. 
Ihe  beat  catch  has  been  under  half  a  dczsn.    The  follow- 
ing 13  a  note  of  events  on  the  different  rivers  of  this  part 
ot  the  country.   The  Nith.— Some  pretty  good  sport 
has  been  obtained  on  the  Nith  of  Dumfries.    In  the  lower 
portions  a  few  herling  are  showing  at  the  town  caul,  and 
one  or  two  have  been  caught  by  local  rods  with  worm. 
Ihe  best  sport  has  been  about  Sanquhar  and  Thornhill. 
Below  Sanquhar  many  fine  baskets  were  caught  of  yellow 
trout  a,nd  odd  sea  trout.    Visitors  have  been  doing  pretty 
well  with  fly,  though  the  worm  gave  the  most  of  the  sport, 
ihe  sport  has  been  fair  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thornhill, 
but  the  baskets  have  not  been  so  heavy  as  that  previously 
reported.    The  tributaries  are  now  getting  low,  yet  fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  with  the  evening  fly  The 
Annan.— This  river  is  in  fairly  good  trim,  and  with  the 
settled  weather  fair  sport  is  anticipated.    Night  fishers 
have  been  getting  odd  sea  trout  and  a  herling  or  two. 
Ihe  herhng  were  showing  yesterday  night,  but  few  have 
been  caught.    In  the  course  of  a  few  days  they  will  be 
showing  in  more  satisfactory  numbers  in  the  lower  waters 
Mr.  Laurie  caught  three  on  Monday,  and  lost  three ;  Mr. 
1  weedie  had  one  or  two,  and  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  four 
with  the  fly.    Mr.  Lauri  fished  the  Wamphray  water  on 
luesday,  and  killed  two  sea  trout,  besides  about  twenty 
yellow  trout,  with  worm  bait.    The  upper  reaches  near 
Moffat  are  pretty  low  and  clear.    In  the  Dormont  water 
Mr.  Joseph  Scott,  Thorn  bank,  had  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  one 
sea  trout;  as  also  a  fair  basket  of  yellow  trout.    In  the 
Mount    Annan    portion   on    Saturday   Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom  s  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  caught  a  nice  grilse  of 
4lb.  with  a  eilver-bodied  fly.    It  was  taken  below  the 
Caul  at   Brydekirk.     The    Galloway   Rivers  and 
Lochs  — Fair  sport  has  been  had  on  the  rivers  of  this 
district.    On  the  Ken,  between  Dairy  and  Carsphairn, 
local  anglers,  as  also  visitors  to  the  district,  have  had  fair 
baskets  of  yellow  trout.    Fishing  on  Loch  Dee  of  Gallo- 
way, Mr.  Trotter  caught  nineteen  yellow  trout  of  good 
size.    A  number  weighed  IJlb.    Above  Ken  Bridge,  close 
to  Lochinvar  Hotel,  another  rod  had  eighteen  yellow  trout 
with  fly.    The  Polharrow  and  Garple  streams  gave  fair 
baskets  of  smaller  trout  last  week.    Three  rods  had  a 
combined  catch  of  lOlb.  of  yellow  trout  on  the  Ken  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week ;  the  trout  averaged  from  ilb.  to 
Jib.  each.    Oa  Knocksting  Loch  three  anglers  had  good 
baskets  with  fly  and  worm.    The  Dee  ot  Kirkcudbright- 
shire, the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  the  Urr  of  Dal- 
beattie are  at  present  giving  but  poor  sport  to  the  rods. 
Angjng  13  expected  to  improve  shortly.    Ayrshire .— 
The  rivers  in  this  part  of  the  district  are  running  low. 
The  rainfall  over  Ayrshire  has  not  been  so  heavy  as  in 
Dumfriesshire  and  Cumberland.    Moderate  spcr:  has 
been  had  on  the  Ayr,  between  Stairbridge  and  Lugar- 
foot.     Local  anglers  have  had  a  few  trout  on  the 
Girvan.    The  Kilbirnie  streams  are  in  fair  condition, 
but  not  much  sport  has  been  had  this  week.  The 
lochs   are   in   fair   trim,    but    not    much   is  being 
done  this  week.    The  Solway  Derwent,  &c.— Last 
week  end  these  rivers  were  too  high  for  brown  trout 
fishing.    Sea  trout  and  salmon  are  now  running,  and 
there  are  better  accounts  (from  the  Solway  nets.    Mr.  E. 
Casson  took  61b.  of  brown  trout  on  Saturday  evening  with 
the  night  fly.    Messrs.  H.  Monorief,  J.  Moncrief,  W. 
Reynolds,  W.  Jackson,  J.  Walker,  and  J.  Dixon  have 
been  the  most  successful  anglers.    Mr.  T.  Armstrong  had 
fine  sport  on  Wast  water  last  week,  and  Mr.  Brocklebank 
had  also  good  sport.     One  angler  was  reported  as  landing 
nearly  sixty  yellow  trout  one  day  on  Wast  water.  The 
Ehen,  Irt,  Calder,  Mite,  and  other  streams  are  in  fair 
condition,  and  aea  trout  are  ascending  these  rivers,  and  the 
nets    have  been   taking  a  few  salmon  and  grilse.— 
Heatheebell. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  July  2,  Messrs.  Young 
and  Morrison,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve  trout,  51b. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spicer,  on  Loch  Slam,  fourteen  trout,  6ilb. 
Go  3rd,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  forty-two  trout, 
141b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spioer,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  fourteen 
trout,  oib.  On  the  4;h,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal 
«iirty-two  trout,  16Ib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer,  on  Kyle  of 
ToDgue,  one  trout,  Jib.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Bourne,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  sixteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer, 
on  Loch  Loyal,  sixteen  trout,  71b.  On  the  6th,  Mr' 
Bourne,  on  Loch  Slam,  twenty-three  trout,  lljlb.,  one 
grilse,  4Jlb.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
thirty-nine  trout,  15Jlb. ;  Mr.  Spicer,  on  Loch  Loyal,  four 
trout,  51b. ;  Master  D.  Maoinnes,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  in  a 
short  time,  two  trout,  41b. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
In  the  Border  district  during  the  past  ten  days  the  rivers 
have  been  runniog  in  grand  form  for  trout  anglers,  and 
many  of  the  disciples  of  old  Izaak  have  been  "on  the 
job.  '  Fly,  minnow,  and  worm  have  been  tried  with 
varied  success,  while  those  who  know  how  to  throw  the 
Creeper  have  done  well,  many  splendid  trout  falling  to 
their  exertions.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  James  Steel,  fish- 
monger, Kelso,  has  had  a  few  nice  baskets  on  both  Tweed 
and  Teviot,  but  all  with  fly.  His  takes  averaged  from  51b. 
to  131b.  each  basket.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  G.  Thompson, 
with  worm,  had  81b. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Eacott,  with  fly,  4ilb.,  in 
two  hours'  fishing.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  G.  Robson,  with 
worm,  had  three  baskets,  of  81b.,  5lb.,  and  6ilb.— all  got 
on  the  Hendersyde  water.   On  the  Kale,  Messrs.  Charles, 


Edinburgh,  killed  three  dozen  of  grand  trout  on  Tuesday, 
one  of  which  drew  the  scale  at  9Joz.  These  trout  were 
all  killed  with  Creeper.  Mr.  W.  R  )b3on,  Birgham,  had  a 
fine  trout  lately  of  2ilb.  A  few  nice  baskets  hive  been 
got  on  the  Eden,  four  miles  from  Kelso,  by  Mr.  T.  Mercer, 
Sib.  ;  Mr.  Jas.  Hogg,  61b.;  all  with  fly.  Many  other 
smaller  baskets  have  been  killed  on  all  the  rivers,  but  the 
above  are  the  best  takes.  Salmon  fishing  is  nearly  nil. 
Oa  the  Boldside  water,  on  July  7,  the  fisherman,  Mr. 
Miller,  got  an  SJlb.  salmon  and  a  6ilb.  grilse.  On  July  9, 
on  Floors  Castle  upper  water,  the  fisherman,  Mr.  Robert 
Hendry,  killed  a  salmon  of  Ulb.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  No 
more  has  been  done  in  the  Kelso  district  during  the  week, 
and  the  rivers  are  now  running  very  small  and  fine. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private 
Waters). — Fishing  here  has  at  last  very  much  improved, 
and  a  great  number  of  salmon  are  lying  in  the  different 
pools.  If  this  weather  continues  the  river  will  be  in 
perfeet  order  in  a  few  days,  and  there  will  be  good  sport. 
Mr.  Scroope,  during  the  week,  killed  four  grilse,  the 
largest  weighing  8Jlb.,  and  lost  a  few  others;  Mr. 
Thompson  killed  three  grilse,  the  largest  weighing  7f  lb. 
and  the  smallest  weighing  51b. ;  Mr.  King  landed  two 
grilse ;  and  Mr.  Gedney  killed  the  same  number ;  Mr. 
East,  on  July  5,  one  grilse  weighing  91b.  Anglera  can  now 
safely  piy  a  visit  to  either  Lough  Conn  or  the  river  Moy 
and  be  sure  of  good  sport. — The  Manager. 

Bann.— The  river  is  in  splendid  condition  at  present, 
and  the  weather  is  everything  that  could  be  desired.  The 
prospects  of  trout  fishing  for  this  week  are  good.  The 
rise  of  trout  in  the  river  has  been  very  large  during  the 
last  few  days,  and  several  good  captures  have  been  made. 
Mr.  P.  McKinless,  on  Wednesday,  caught  three  good  fish, 
totalling  about  Ulb.,  and  Mr.  Valentine  Grant,  Glasgow, 
on  July  8,  caught  one  about  71b.— 0.  T. 

Bann. — The  continual  rain  that  has  been  experienced 
all  over  the  North  of  Ireland  for  the  last  month  has  now 
disappeared,  and  the  rivers  are  settling  down  and  have 
come  into  capital  angling  order.  It  is  not  often  that  July 
gives  a  good  record  on  this  river,  but  such  has  been  the 
case  since  the  beginning  of  the  month,  the  conditions 
being  all  in  the  angler's  favour  since  the  floods  ran  off.  A 
large  run  of  grilse  and  summer  salmon  have  come  in  from 
the  sea  and  restocked  all  the  reaches  that  had  just  got 
cleared  of  the  red  spring  fish.  The  water  is  now  perfectly 
cleared  and  of  an  exceptionally  low  temperature  for  the 
season,  and  will  continue  so  for  at  least  three  weeks, 
daring  which  good  salmon  angling  is  certain  to  be  had. 
On  the  Kilrea  section,  twenty-three  salmon  and  grilse 
were  taken  for  the  week,  scaling  from  4Jlb.  to  12Jlb..  and 
on  the  Caronroe,  thirteen,  scaling  from  51b.  to  13Jlb. 
Some  baskets  of  brown  trout  have  been  taken  at  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  for  the  past  few  evenings. — Daniel 
O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  bright  sunny  weather 
of  the  past_  few  days  restricted  the  trouting  chiefly  to 
evening  fishing  on  the  dams,  the  local  streams  being  now 
too  clear  for  fly  fishing.  On  Wood  burn  Dams  two  local 
gentlemen  had  a  dozen  trout  each  on  Tuesday  evening, 
and  some  others  had  a  brace  or  two.  Your  correspondent 
on  Wednesday  evening  killed  eight  trout,  blow-line  fish- 
ing, on  the  upper  sections  of  Clady  river.  We  learn  that 
the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  will  shortly  secure  a 
private  water  for  the  members,  a  thing  which  is  badly 
needed. — J.  A.  B. 

Cashel  (Galway).— Out  from  the  Zetland  Arms 
(Gowla  Fishery),  Dr.  Griffiths  caught  twenty-six  white 
trout  on  July  11.  Fish  are  plentiful,  and  water  in  good 
trim. — J.  J.  Oloqhlen. 

Cork  Rivers.— Though  the  weather  has  been  favour- 
able enough  sport  has  not  been  good  since  list  report, 
owing  to  low  and  clear  waters.  As  rain  seems  near  at 
time  of  writing,  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
materially  improved.  Salmon  and  peal  continue  to  arrive, 
but,  owing  to  the  existing  conditions  of  weather  and 
waters,  the  bulk  of  the  fish  are  not  pushing  up  to  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  Corrib  is  in  good  order ;  the 
weather  warm  and  clear.  The  big  run  of  peal  has  been 
succeeded  by  smaller  ones,  so  that  they  are  very  plentiful. 
Amongst  the  most  successful  peal  fishers  latterly  were  Mr. 
Gibbons,  Captain  Henry,  Mrs.  Henry,  W.  Townsend,  and 
Captain  Cunliffe.  Trouting  is  reported  good  on  Clare- 
Galway  river. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Blaokwater  is  in  fine 
order,  and  trouting  lately  showed  an  improvement.  The 
May  Fly  fishing  on  the  Aughnacloy  sections  was  good 
while  it  lasted,  Mr.  W.  J.  Moore  having  been  very  success- 
ful. The  same  angler  killed  over  thirty  pike  on  Aughna- 
cloy lakes  in  a  few  days.  A  few  salmon  have  got  up  as  far 
as  Benburb,  and  are  resting  there.  The  Ballinderry  is  in 
good  trim.  Some  fair  takes  of  brown  trout  were  made  on 
the  Ardnea  sections  this  week  by  local  men.  Salmon  are 
in  the  lower  reaches,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  killed  by 
licensed  anglers.  Pike  are  numerous  in  the  lower  reaches, 
and  perch  are  literally  swarming. — J.  A.  B. 

Brue  (Ballyshaunoii  and  Belleek).— The  follow- 
ing are  the  particulars  of  the  salmon  captured  on  the 
Erne  during  the  past  week  :  Mr.  George  Davies  took  one 
salmon  and  two  grilse,  of  91b.,  7Jlb.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Nevile 
Reid  landed  one  salmon  of  18lb.  on  5th  inst.,  and  one  of 
lOib.  on  7th  inst.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  9th  inst. ;  Mr. 
Nevile  Reid,  jun.,  landed  a  splendid  freah-run  salmon 
weighing  20lb.  on  5th  inst.,  and  another  of  101b.  on  9th 
inst. ;  Mr.  J.  Gilbey  Vokins  landed  one  salmon  ot  91b.  on 
9th  inst.,  and  three,  of  91b.,  7Jlb.,  and  61b.  on  10th  inst. ; 
Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  one  salmon  of  15Jlb.  on  5th  inst., 
and  one  of  ITJlb.  on  6th  inst.,  and  five,  from  9lb.  to  41b., 
on  9th  and  10th  insts. ;  Mr,  Nevile  Reid,  jun,,  took  a  fine 
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brown  tront  on  a  dry  fly  on  7th  inat.,  weighing  4Jlb.— M. 
RooAN  AND  Sons. 

Kerry  Rtvers. — Sport,  generally  speaking,  has  been 
backward  sinca  last  report,  owing  to  low  and  falling 
waters.  On  a  couple  of  days,  however,  some  fair  or 
average  takes  of  salmon  were  had  on  a  few  of  the 
prinoipa.1  rivers  in  the  North  Kerry  district  and  also  on  the 
Laune,  near  'Cillarney.  On  the  South  Kerry  waters 
salmon  angling  yielded  little  or  no  eport,  though 
sea  tront  afforded  fair  sport  on  many  days  on 
several  of  the  rivers  in  the  Waterville  and  Caragh 
districts.  Eiin  appears  near  at  hand  at  time  of 
writing  (Tuesday),  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days 
are  much  improved.  Salmon,  peal,  and — on  those  waters 
that  hold  them — sea  trout  are  still  arriving  in  the  tidal 
waters  of  the  principal  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Ei  larney,— Sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  usual  since 
last  report,  and  only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  As  far 
as  salmon  are  concerned  very  little  ha8_  been  done,  but  in 
the  brown  trout  department  some  fair  takes  were  had 
occasionally.  At  time  of  writing  rain  appears  near  at 
hand,  and  should  it  take  place,  and  continue  for  a  day  or 
so,  sport  is  certain  to  be  good,  especially  on  the  rivers. 
On  Lough  Quittane  sport  has  been  pretty  good  on  many 
days  at  brown  trout,  at  least,  as  far  as  numbers  are  con- 
cerned, but  the  fish,  as  usual,  were  small,  very  few  reach- 
ing  more  than  Jib.  In  the  Caragh  and  Glenbeigh  districts 
some  sport  has  been  had  at  sea  trout  in  the  pools  in  the 
rivers  close  to  the  sea,  but  at  time  of  writing  no  sea  trout 
are  being  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougrli  Carraue,  &c.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  backward  on  Lough  Currane 
— the  principal  free  water  here — since  last  report.  No 
salmon  or  peal  have  been  had,  but  the  majority  of  anglers 
were  out,  ostensibly  after  sea,  trout.  The  best  basket  had 
was  one  of  thirteen  sea  trout  had  by  two  gentlemen  out 
from  the  Bayview  Hotel,  who  fished  with  D.  Curran. 
The  other  takes  recorded  varied  from  two  to  six  sea  trout, 
with  about  the  usual  number  of  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Conii  (Gortnorabbey  Hotel).— Owing  to 
the  rectnt  wet  weather  the  lake  is  still  very  high,  but  if 
the  present  weather  continues  we  may  be  sure  of  having 
some  really  good  sport,  as  I  never  saw  the  lake  so  well 
filled  with  grilse  and  brown  trout  of  an  unusually  large 
size.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Hayden  made  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout,  the  largest  trout  weighing  6 Jib.  Major  Howard 
and  party  also  made  soma  nice  baskets  and  lost  a  few 
grilse,  and  on  the  5th  killed  a  pike  weighing  27ilb.  and 
lost  two  almost  as  large  on  the  same  date.  Mr.  East,  on 
the  6th,  landed  one  grilse  weighing  7h^h.  and  lost  a  few 
during  the  week.  The  same  gentleman  killed  one  on  the 
8th,  another  on  the  10th,  and  lost  two  others.  Mr. 
Gedney,  in  three  days,  made  a  few  nice  biskets  of  trout, 
and  also  landed  one  beautiful  pike  weighing  181b.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King,  during  their  stay  here,  had  some  very  fine 
sport,  landing  some  very  nice  trout,  the  largest  weighing 
51b.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bateson,  on  the  9th,  landed  two  grilse, 
weighing  9 Jib.  and  7ib.,  and  lost  a  pike  which  he  assures 
me  was  at  least  401b.  Anglers  can  now  pay  a  visit  to  the 
lake  and  be  sure  of  some  good  fishing,  as  the  lake  is 
lowering  for  the  past  few  days,  and  the  prospects  of  sport 
are  encouraging. — Manager. 

Longhs  Mask,  Corrib,  and  Na-Foagrh.— Fishing 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  has  been  very  good 
since  last  report.  Mr.  Smith  ciught,  on  July  8  and  9, 
twenty-two  trout,  on  the  fly,  weighing  291b. ;  Mr.  Elliott 
oiught  nineteen  trout,  weighing  241b. ;  while  Mr.  Holmes, 
trolling,  caught  24lb.  of  trout  in  two  days,  largest  5flb., 
and  one  pike,  291b.  Other  anglers  are  also  doing  well, 
namely,  Messrs.  Duncan,  Holliok,  and  Townshend. 
Weather  and  water  very  favourable. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvln. — During  the  past  week  some  good 
trout  fishing  was  had  by  the  anglers  out  from  Garrison, 
Kinlough,  Belleek,  Ballyshannon,  &c.  Capt.  Fyfe- 
Jameson  and  Capt.  Maxwell-Rouse  took  a  fine  basket  of 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout  on  July  9,  containing  twenty- 
one  trout  of  a  fair  average  size.  Capt.  Sutherland,  Capt. 
Graham,  Lieut.  Bancroft,  Capt.  Walsh,  and  Col.  Moon 
had  some  fair  sport  amongst  the  trout  also.  Mr.  G. 
Hannah  took  a  grilse  of  71b.  on  July  6,  and  Mr.  G. 
Philips  another  of  51b.  on  July  7.  The  weather  at  time 
of  writing  is  very  bright  and  sky  is  cloudless. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Monrue  (Wewtonstewatt,  co.  Tyrone).  — The 

Mourne  is  in  the  best  of  order,  and  salmon  fishing  has 
opened^ exceptionally  well.  In  the  past  week  thirty  salmon 
were  kiUed  on  the  Newtonstewart  section, the  fish  ranging 
from  81b.  to  151b.  each.  The  season  has  not  opened  so 
well  for  almost  twenty  years.  A  great  number  of  salmon 
and  grilse  ran  up  in  the  recent  heavy  spates ;  summer 
fishing  is  assured.  Salmon  have  reached  the  Derg,  Finn, 
Glenelly,  and  other  streams,  the  proximity  of  which  make 
Newtonstewart  one  of  the  best  angling  centres  in  the 
North  of  Ireland.  The  fishing — for  salmon,  white  trout, 
and  brown  trout— is  absolutely  free,  barring  the  licence 
for  salmon  and  white  trout  fishing. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).  —  Summer 
weather  has  set  in  at  last,  and  sport  is  sure  to  improve. 
Mr.  East,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Murry,  three,  191b. ;  Mr. 
Soroope,  four,  231b. ;  Mr.  Thompson,  two,  111b. ;  Mr. 
Perry,  six,  351b. ;  Mr.  H.  Crew,  five,  271b.  Sea  trout 
anglers  are  getting  from  ten  to  eighteen  per  day.  A  few 
trout  have  been  got  on  the  Lough. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Moy  Hotel  (Private  Waters,  Ballina).— Water 
in  good  order,  with  south  winds,  and  any  amount  of  fish 
in  the  pools.  Mr.  Goodwin  Booth  got  a  large  pike  of  16|lb. 
on  the  lough,  and  a  nice  basket  of  trout  on  Lough 
Talt,  besides  getting  four  salmon,  and  played  some  more. 
Mr.  Thompson  got  two  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  one ;  Capt.  Deemidt, 
one ;  and  Mr.  Timlin  got  four  on  Sunday— all  on  the 
upper  waters— so  during  the  week  we  expect  good  sport. 
—John  Owerb. 


Shannon  and  LouRh  Derg  (Killaloe).— Chariaing 
weather  this  week,  and  taking  into  account  very  bright 
suns  and  excessive  heat  a  few  rods  have  done  very  well 
among  the  salmon  and  grilse.  July  5,  Major  Traherne's 
men,  P.  Ryan  and  W.  Fugarty,  on  the  Maj  )r's  preserves, 
seven  grilse,  7ib.,  61b.,  6lb.,  51b.,  51b.,  5lb.,  4  b.;  Col. 
Longborne,  same  water,  three  grilse,  8'b.,  51b.,  51b.  6th, 
Major  Traherne's  men,  three  grilse,  71b.,  6lb.,  51b. ;  Col. 
Longborne,  one,  31b.  7th,  Majjr  Traherne,  who  has 
returned  from  London,  two  grilse,  71b.,  61b.  8t.h,  the 
Major's  men,  two  salmon,  161b.,  14lb  ,  and  three  grilse, 
7Jlb.,  6ib.,  61b.  9th,  Major  Traherne,  one  grilse  71b. 
10th,  two,  71b.,  61b. ;  the  Rev.  Mervyn  Archdall  killed  on 
my  water,  July  7,  two  grilse,  61b.,  41b.  9th,  one,  51b. 
Plenty  of  salmon  and  grilse  are  about  both  above  and 
below  the  bridge.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  On  Doonaes,  Mr. 
Enright  killed,  July  5,  one  peal,  71b.  On  the  same  fishery, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed,  9th,  two  peal,  31b.  and  8lb.  ; 
10th,  one  peal,  3lb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  L.  Cripps  killed, 
5th,  two  peal,  31b.,  31b.;  7th,  two  peal,  4ib.,  4ilb.  On 
the  same  fishery,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cripps  killed,  6th,  one  peal, 
5Jlb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Chippendale  Higgins  killed, 
5th,  three  peal,  5lb.,  51b,,  SJlb. ;  6th,  one  peal,  41b. ;  9ch, 
one  peal,  41b. ;  lObh,  one  peal,  61b.  On  Hermitage.  Mr. 
H.  B.  Daglish  killed,  4th,  one  peal,  5ilb.  On  the  Castle 
Fishery,  Rev.  Canon  Grenside  killed,  5th,  one  peal,  41b. ; 
6th,  one  peal,  71b. ;  7th,  two  peal,  3Jlb  ,  3Jlb. ;  9ch,  one 
salmon,  141b.  On  the  same  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham 
killed,  6th,  one  peal,  51b.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham  killed,  5th,  one  peal,  51b.— John  Enright  and 
Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton, — We  are  having  grand  weather  ;  tempera- 
ture to-day,  120'^  in  sun.  Fine  ripple  on  sea ;  ideal  weather 
for  bream  fishing.  Mackerel  "  schooling  "  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  shore,  and  small  boats  out  with  sein  nets 
yesterday  and  to-day.  I  cannot  understand  how  it  is  that 
so  few  boat  anglers  go  in  for  "whifiing"  with  so  many 
mackerel  about. — H. 

Seal  (The  Pier).— Very  poor  pier  returns  have  been 
made  during  the  past  week,  and  boat  fishing  has  proved 
equally  disappointing.  Oar  only  visiting  angler  on  Sunday 
last  was  Mr.  Gooch,  who  only  saved  drawing  a  blank  by 
the  capture  of  three  pollack  and  a  pouting ;  Mr.  Glep,  a 
local  angler,  getting  three  pollack  and  a  few  pouting. 
Anglers  were  strong  in  numbers  on  Monday,  but  results 
very  poor,  a  couple  of  score  of  pouting  and  one  eel  con- 
stituting the  day's  catch  until  evening,  when  Mr.  Jones 
took  five  small  pollack.  Mr.  Bursill  had  five  of  the  same 
species  early  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  Messrs.  Titmus, 
Bowles,  Bushnell,  and  Jones  each  secured  about  half  a 
score  of  small  pouting.  Mr.  Bureill's  catch  this 
(Wednesday)  morning  only  amounted  to  two  pollack,  but 
they  were  Ijoth  large  fish,  and  in  first-rate  condition. 
Barring  a  very  limited  number  of  pouting,  the  day's 
catch  has  again  proved  poor  indeed. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  changed  a  great_  deal 
for  the  better,  and  is  all  that  can  be  desired  for  fishing — 
the  sea  calm  and  weather  mild.  Some  nice  pollack  have 
been  taken  at  the  back  of  the  Island  with  the  small  baby 
eel,  as  well  as  with  a  spinner  on  gut,  with  small  pisce_  of 
ragworm  instead  of  the  sandeel.  Those  who  do  not  mind 
early  rising  have  had  some  fine  sport  at  the  Great  Western 
Docks  with  grey  mullet,  fishing  with  a  rod.  These  fish 
get  off  the  feed  during  the  day,  but  early  morning  a  dozen 
or  so  can  be  taken.  Whiting  and  pouting  fishing  continues 
to  improve,  and  several  dozen  of  these  fish  can  be  taken 
fishing  at  anchor  at  any  of  the  usual  haunts. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


l^tptts  from  Cltt&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  7nust 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
EvAning.  Address  ''Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Bunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Barbican,  E.C.,on  Monday  next,  July  16,  at  eight  o'clock. 
The  special  meeting  "  re  alteration  of  Rule  1 "  willba  held 
at  the  same  time,  instead  of  on  July  19,  as  per  the  notice 
sent  to  club  secretaries. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  £1  Is.  each  from  the  following  gentle- 
men as  life  members  :  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  Gresham  A,S. ; 
Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  ditto;  Mr.  S.  H.  Meyers,  ditto  ;  and 
Mr.  P.  N.  Salmcnl,  Highbury.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List. — I  attended  the  Clissold  A.S.  at  their  return  visir, 
and  although  not  many  assembled  until  11  p.m.  then  the 
harmony  began  in  real  earnest.  Songs  and  recitations 
was  the  order  of  the  evening's  agenda.  On  calling  the  roll 
six  clubs  were  represented,  and  on  opening  the  A.B.  box  I 
found  it  contained  £2  63.  3d.  Everybody  who  did  stay 
thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.  My  next  visit  goes  to  the 
Crown  and  Backland  A.S.  Mr.  Franklin,  the  secretary, 
will  announce  the  date.  They  have  a  new  host,  and  we 
hope  to  give  them  a  bumper.    Look  out  for  date. — Ben. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Iiist. — The  next  visit  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
July  16,  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — J.  Harris. 


Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstinley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  —  Will  members 
ploiee  note  that  we  have  altered  our  meeting  nights  from 
Wedoesdajs  to  Tuesdays?  Several  members  have  been 
out,  but  only  Mr.  Painter  retained  with  barbel.  1  hope 
to  see  a  good  master  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  a  day's 
outing  and  other  bubiness.— Alk  Painter. 

Aliikson  Onioed  firotuer*'  Au-^img  Booisty, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uibridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  members  who  requisitioned  the  scales  on  J aly  8  were 
Prouten,  Ben  Abrahams,  Sheppard,  Abbott,  H.  Smith, 
Slack,  &c.  Oar  annual  brake  outiag  will  take  place  at 
Weybridge,  old  river  Wey,  or  at  Bj  fleet,  on  Aug._  19. 
Oar  challenge  cap  outing,  as  previously  announced,  is  at 
Harefield,  on  July  29  ;  pegged-down;  names  to  be  given 
in  at  once  who  wish  the  brake  to  convey  us  from  Uibridge. 
— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  An^flmg  Society.  Ooach  and  Horses,  Porte- 
mouth-plaoe,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  July  8  several 
members  were  out,  Mr.  Brandon  weighing-in  bream  and 
roach,  131b.  5ioz.  On  July  10  Mr.  Smart  had  a  show  of 
good  dace.  Messrs.  Shelton  and  Elliott  (Gaiety  Theatre) 
have  joined  as  working  members. — J.  Chambkbs. 

Amicable  Brotheis'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square. — We  had  a  good  muster  on 
Wednesday  last.  Several  of  our  members  have  had  some 
good  shows  of  roach  and  bream.  We  fish  an  outing  at 
Pulborough  on  July  15  in  connection  with  the  competition. 
We  had  another  addition  to  our  prize  list,  the  donor  pre- 
senting two  guineas  to  be  fished  for.— G.  IIayxes. 

Amicable  Waltouian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeuwell. — 
On  July  8  our  members  were  out  in  good  force,  a  nice 
show  of  fish  being  the  result.  Mr.  Miller,  roach  and 
dace  ;  Mr.  Watling,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Shury,  roach 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  Allen,  bream  and  roach  ;  and  Mr.  King, 
roach  and  dace,  winning  the  prize  from  the  last  outing. 
Mr.  Vanhegan  was  elected  as  a  member  by  a  good 
majority  of  the  members  present,  and  the  next  prize 
outing  takes  place  on  July  29.— E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  k 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.B.— At  the  last  weekly  meeting 
another  new  member  elected  and  one  proposed  for  next 
week.  Were  also  favoured  with  the  company  of  Mr. 
Rushton,  a  Liverpool  angler,  who  generously  added  one 
gainea  to  our  prize  list.  The  first  club  outing  of  the 
season  at  Wateringbury  on  Sunday  last  was  a  success, 
nearly  every  member  taking  fish.  Winners  were  Messrs. 
A.  Elston,  J.  Jones,  and  F.  Lee ;  Messrs.  H.  Mallett, 
sen.,  and  C.  Cannar  also  weighing-in.  On  Monday,  Mr.  C. 
Watkins,  fishing  the  tidal  at  Isleworth  Ferry,  had  good 
sport  with  roach  and  dace,  heaviest  roach  IJlb. — W. 

Battersea  Pi^ienaiy  Augiing  owuissy,  Nag'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road.  S.W.  —  On  July  8  Mr.  G. 
Smeed  weighed-in  71b.  15|oz.  of  barbel  (one  of  51b.  5Joz.) ; 
Mr.  G.  Milles  also  weighed-in  a  specimen  barbel.  We 
fish  a  roving  match  on  July  15,  to  go  down  on  the  morn- 
ing ;  members  not  to  leave  town  earlier  than  6  a.m.  Mr. 
H.  Lucas  was  elected  a  working  member,  also  Mr.  Charles 
Dejonge. — A.  De.tonge. 

srmondsey  JSroshers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — There  was  a  fine  show  of  fish 
on  the  trays  on  the  1st  inst. ,  contributed  by  the  following 
members  -.  Mr.  J.  Smith,  301b.  of  tine  roach,  25lb.  of 
them  over  Jib.  each  ;  Mr.  J.  Martin,  201b.  bream;  Spidir, 
lOJlb.  nice  roach;  Mr.  R.  Smith,  tench;  Mr.  Pocock, 
ruad;  Mr.  G.  Armstrong,  jun.,  barbel  and  chub;  total 
gross  weight,  74ilb.  ;  on  the  8Dh,  Mr.  J.  Martin,  bream 
and  roach;  T.  Woodhead,  bream;  Mr.  J.  Smith  and 
J.  Wigley,  roach.  The  competition  for  the  July  series  of 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  tbe  15th  at  Pulborough,  under 
the  same  conditions  as  the  Central  competition. — An-. 
Conn. 

Black&iars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  S.E.— Our  outiug  for  prizes  at  Water- 
ingbury turned  out  a  success,  though  takes  of  fish  ranged 
rather  small.  Mr.  G.  Howard,  Ist,  with  51b.  lOoz.,  one 
bream  weighing  41b.  83z. ;  2nd,  James  Wheelhouse,  bream 
and  dace  ;  3rd,  Stillman  ;  4;h,  Mr.  W.  R.  Stump.  Also 
from  other  waters,  Mr.  W.  Stone,  three  handsome  roach, 
weighing  near  51b. ;  also  Mr.  Merrygold,  bream  and  roach. 
— J.  Wheelhouse, 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Axma 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— We  elected  two  working 
members  proposed  last  week,  namely,  Messrs.  Taylor  and 
Cooper,  and  made  Mr.  S.  Towles  an  honorary  memb?r. 
Our  subscription  match  on  July  29  is  to  come  off  in  the 
Running  Pound,  Uxbridge.  Towpath  only  ;  two  rods 
allowed;  usual  fish  barred;  to  go  down  by  first  or  any 
subsequent  train  from  Westbourne  Park  ;  start  fiihing  by 
signal,  and  finish  at  eight  o'clock.  In  addition  to  the 
subscription  there  are  two  prizes  lefo  over  from  brake 
outing,  and  an  engraving  given  by  Mr.  Wilkins.  Any 
members  wishing  to  take  part  or  give  a  prize  please  let  me 
know.— 0.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Biothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  July  8  Mr.  F.  S. 
Pavett  weighed-in  bream,  roach,  and  perch,  4Ib.  14joz. ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Blake,  bream  and  roach,  3.b.  15oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Roach,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker,  bream ;  Mr. 
J.  Young  and  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  perch.  On  July  11  Mr. 
J.  Drew  was  elected  a  working  member.  July  18  will  be 
limit  night,  when  all  subscriptions  must  be  paid  without 
fail.— T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Cnelsea,  S.W.— Mr.  Barber  weighed-in 
barbel ;  Mr.  Broply,  ditto  ;  and  Mr.  Moore,  roach.  Our 
next  outing  takes  place  at  Wateringbury  on  July  15} 
6.55  Charing  Cross;  and  fish  for  five  prizes.— C.  Ashby. 

£>xuni>wick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Unerry 
Tree,  Bronswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.  —  The 
following  weighed-in  on  July.8  :  Mr.  T.  Tucker,  bream  and 
■roach;    Mr.  C.    Parmenter,  bream   and   roaoh;  A, 
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Robertson,  roach.  Others  were  out,  but  arrived  too  late 
to  weigh-in. — A.  Eobeetson. 

Burlingrton  Anglers,  Burlington,  Burlington-road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.— A  oommiutee  and  special  general 
meeting  was  held  at  the  abave  to  consider  the  next  outing, 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  prizes  should  be  the  same  as 
list,  but  that  it  should  be  a  roving  match,  and  take  place 
on  July  15,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  members  will 
bring  in  full  trays.  The  orlinary  general  meeting  takes 
place  on  Wednesday,  July  18.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

C»mbrlclge  He»tii  firotherii  Aug^im^  Society, 
Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'a-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  E.— We  have  a  pegged-down  match  on  July  22  at 
By  fleet  (the  river  Wey)  to  fish  for  ten  prizes.  Time  and 
further  particulars  will  be  published  nexc  week.  I  should 
like  to  remind  the  members  who  have  not  yet  takfn  up  an 
Anglers'  Benevolent  ticket  that  they  cannot  weigh-in  any 
fish  until  they  have  sime.  There  was  a  good  show  of  fish 
on  the  trays  on  July  8  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  K. 
Hubbard,  roach,  bream,  and  perch ;  L.  Stephenson, 
roach  ;  B.  Smith,  roach ;  R.  Anderson,  roach  ;  Elsworthy, 
sen.,  perch ;  0.  Hazard,  perch  ;  C.  Wickes,  perch  ;  Webb, 
roach  and  perch  ;  and  J.  Baines,  roach.  Mr.  T.  Holland 
was  elected  an  hon.  member  last  meeting  night. — E.  H. 
Argent. 

Camden  Angling'  Society.  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Oar  com- 
petition at  Bourne  End  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  Cook, 
first,  roach  and  dace,  81b.  3oz.  ;  Fuller,  second,  roach, 
31b.  IJoz. ;  Adams,  third,  roach;  Elsley,  fourth,  roach. 
We  had  a  good  show  of  fish,  but  some  of  our  members  got 
mixed  up  a  little  bit.— R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angrlingr  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.— On  July  8  our  prize  outing  was 
contested  at  Lansrley,  when  the  following  succeeded  in 
taking _ prizes  :  W.  Fenyers,  first;  Messrs.  Hacon  and 
Hull  tied  for  second  prize ;  Mr.  Angee,  fourth.  The 
above-named  agreed  to  divide.  Our  u'sual  weekly  meeting 
will  be  resumed  on  Tnursdiy  next. — W.  B.  F. 

ClBpham  Jnnotion  Angling  Society.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.— 
The  result  of  our  match  on  July  8  at  Amberley  was  as 
follows:  A.  Heyman,  first;  C.  Ball,  second ;  J.  Thome, 
third;  C.  Greenfield,  fourth.  Messrs.  C.Clark  and  J. 
Burrage  had  fish  from  other  waters.  Locale  of  another 
match  will  be  settled  next  meeting  night.  We  have  made 
two  working  members,  Messrs.  B.  Hackey  and  James 
Edwards  ;  also  nominated  two  others,  Messrs.  J.  White  and 
W.  Kent.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angrllnsr  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Mr.  Geo.  Chivers  was 
successful  in  taking  the  first  prize  on  July  8  with  a  nice 
show  of  perch.  Among  others  to  weigh  were  Mr.  Stanley 
vsrithchub,  and  Mr.  Jennings  with  perch.  The  remaining 
two  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Pnlborongh  on  July  15. 
Same  conditions.  Brake  leaves  the  Plough,  Clapham,  at 
6  a.m. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  wil  Ibe  to  the  North 
London  A.S.,  at  their  new  club-house.  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpooi-road,  on  Monday,  July  16. 
They  are  good  visitors,  and  deserve  the  support  of  their 
brother  anglers. — F.  Casteli.. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
weld-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Monday  last  we 
opened  our  box  and  had  a  most  pleasant  evening.  I  was 
disappointed  at  the  appearance  of  visiting  brothers.  Mr. 
Ben  Abrahams  was  with  us,  and  we  were  glad  to  give  him 
a  welcome.  We  had  usual  meeting  on  Tuesday,  and 
membera  are  notified  that  prizes  are  fixed  for  Bank  Holi- 
day outing.  This  is  the  only  notice  that  members  will 
receive  re  prizes.- Thos.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
the  8th  our  first  club  match  was  not  so  successful  as  I 
should  like  to  have  seen  it,  the  weighing-in  being  very 
tight.  The  following  were  the  successful  prize  winners : 
Messrs.  H.  Challen,  W.  Dunn,  P.  Scrafeild,  W.  Batchelor, 
J.  Edwards,  E.  Haddock,  W.  Rodber,  A.  Howland,  G. 
Perham,  T.  Bradley,  A.  B.  Fisher,  J.  Dunn,  T.  Twyman, 
E.  Morris,  C.  Walker,  T.  Marsh.— T.  Twyman. 

CoUingwood  Angling  goolety.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.E.— Hope  all  members 
will  fish  for  the  cup  on  15th.  Tickets,  Is.,  can  be  obtained 
down  at  Pulborough.  Train,  6.50  a.m.  The  following 
have  weighed-in  since  last  report:  Mr.  Gooding,  Mr.  J. 
Downes,  Mr.  E.  Bleey,  Mr.  A.  Elsey,  Mr.  B.  Batt,  Mr. 
Malabone,  Mr.  C.  Poole,  and  Mr.  Reeves.— F.  P.  Sorge. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  July  8  Messrs.  Cnttrest, 
Beach,  Hopping,  John  Massey,  and  James  Massey  had 
shows  of  roach  and  perch.  On  Tuesday  Massey  and 
Marshall  weighed-in  daca.— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Bnobland  Piscatorial  Society. 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  B.C.— On  July  8 
the  following  weighed-ia  :  H.  Haines,  roach ;  R.  Knox, 
roach  ;  J.  Macdonnell,  bream  and  dace.  "The  next  return 
visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  List  will  take  place  at  this 
society  on  July  23,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  At 
our  meeting  on  July  11  the  following  were  proposed  as 
members  of  the  society,  and  will  be  ballotted  for  next 
week  :  Mr.  G.  Johns  and  Mat.  Burton.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalatcn  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow.strest,  Dalston.— On  July  8  several  members 
out.  Messrs.  H.  Poore,  W.  Thompson,  and  A.  Wild  had 
a  few  nice  roach,  dace,  bream,  and  trout.  On  Tuesday  a 
good  attendance,  when  final  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  outing  on  the  15th.  Members,  don't  forget,  7.20  at 
Liverpool-street.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday,  the  17th,  important.— S.  Malby. 

DuoJiess  Angling  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  8.E.— On  the  8th  inst.  G,  F.  Montgomery 
weighed-in  roach,  saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  Our 
first  competition  will  take  place  on  the  29th  inst.,  when  I 


trust  all  workers  will  participate  in  same,  as  well  as  in 
the  Pulborough  competition  on  the  15th.— 0.  F.  M 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints  -road,  Westbourne  Park.  —  On  July  8  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Perry,  bream ;  Ireland, 
roacH ;  Noiman,  barbel ;  A.  Bream,  bream,  reach,  and 
perch ;  Barnes,  chub  and  dace ;  Ireland,  Balls,  Lane, 
Tucker,  Westlake,  Vince,  and  Targett,  roach  and  dace. 
Our  first  private  match  of  the  season  takes  place  on 
July  29;  open  to  all  members. — W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham.— 
Several  of  our  members  have  had  very  good  sport  with 
roach,  dace,  and  carp  since  the  season  opened.  Messrs 
Denton,  201b.  of  roach  at  Thetford  ;  G.  and  C.  Laynton, 
several  tates  of  roach  and  dace  from  the  Lea;  Miles, 
roach,  dace,  and  chub,  also  from  the  Lea;  H.  Holden! 
some  very  good  carp  up  to  51b. ;  Dyer,  a  very  good  lot  of 
dace  at  Mildenkall ;  T.  Collier,  some  very  good  takes  of 
flounders  from  Leigh;  F.  Reed,  capital  sport  on  the 
Thames.    Committee  meeting  July  18.— J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half- Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  outing  of  July  8  at  Hampton 
Court  was  a  great  success,  Mr.  Mathews  taking  first  prize 
with  a  fine  barbel ;  second  prize,  Mr.  Keepin,  bream  and 
perch;  third,  Mr.  F.  Jones,  roach  and  bream.  The 
thud  outing  will  take  place  on  July  22  for  the  usual  three 
prizes,  place  and  time  to  be  fixed  next  Tuesday,  when  I 
hope  all  members  will  turn  up. — E.  H.  Lane. 
T  ^j*?*  ^'^Iwicli  Angling  Society,  Lord'Palmerston, 
Lordship-lane,  Bast  Dulwich.- Several  members  were  out 
on  July  8  and  had  fairly  good  sport.  Mr.  J.  Newmm  had 
a  good  day  at  Pulboro'  with  bream.  The  club  will  be 
well  represented  at  Pulboro'  on  the  15th.— B.  D. 

Forest  Gate  Fiecatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,'  Station- 
road,  Forest  Gate,  E.— On  7th  inst.  Mr.  Gray  weighed- 
in  a  nice  carp  weighing  61b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Yanomer,  several 
chub,  up  to  21b.  13oz.  We  had  a  good  muster  again  on 
Tuesday  night,  three  special  prizes  being  offered  for  gross 
weight  of  all  fish  up  till  end  of  August,  club  standard  — 
H.  P.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Umon-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— We  had  a  good 
show  of  fiah  up  on  the  8th,  by  Messrs.  Bailey,  James 
Mitchell,  Verity,  Smithson,  and  Mowl.  Mr.  King 
had  a  splendid  show  of  roach  and  perch  on  the  10th— the 
largest  roach  lib.  13Joz.,  largest  perch  lib.  5Joz.  Don't 
forget  the  outing  on  the  29ch.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  tJociety,  The  Crown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch.— Mr.  Thompson  brought  in  a  good 
show  of  bream  on  the  8th  inst.,  351b. ;  Mr.  Moore  had 
roach.  I  hope  al  Imembers  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next, 
to  settle  about  our  annual  dinner  and  other  important 
business. — R.  Murphy. 

Gxext  Yarmonth  Piscatorial  Society.  —  The 
annual  strawberry  feast,  coupled  with  the  second  match, 
was  held  at  Eels  Foot  on  July  5.  Thanks  to  the  generosity 
of  "  My  Lord  K.,"  a  right  "  Royal  Sovereign  "  time  was 
held  on  the  '  Rocket "  journeyiog  to  the  fishing  grounds. 
Had  the  fishing  been  as  good  there  would  have  been  much 
rejoicing.  There  is  no  half-way  at  Ormesby— either  you 
get  a  record  catch  or  next  to  nothing,  and,  unfortunately, 
this  day  was  one  of  the  latter  sort.  A  strong  wind  was 
blowing,  and  shelter  was  only  obtainable  at  the  top  end  of 
the  broad.  The  knowing  ones  stayed  near  home,  but 
disappointment  was  writ  large  on  their  faces  at  weighing- 
in  time.  The  entry  was  a  fairly  good  one,  viz.,  thirty-five, 
out  of  whom  thirty-two  fished,  twenty-eight  facing  the 
umpire  at  the  weighing-in  with  a  total  of  166  fish  of  a 
gross  weight  of  611b.  lOioz.  The  prize  winners  were  • 
Messrs.  Lowne,  lOlb.  lloz. ;  Mason,  51b.  15oz. ;  Plane, 
51b.  5oz, ;  and  Greatrex,  51b.  2oz. ;  and  who  are  also 
eligible  for  the  semi-final  of  the  Foulsham  challenge  cup. 
Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins  was  the  umpire,  assisted  by  Mr.  Walter 
Woolverton. 

aarooart  Angling  Society.  Haroourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W.— We  had  the  finest  show  of  roach 
on  J uly  8  that  we  have  had  for  years,  the  average  was 
nearly  lib.  all  round.  One  member  weighed-in  over  211b. , 
having  seven  fish  scaling  exactly  lib.  5oz.  each.— A.  E. 
Payne. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.— In  the  above  society's  competition  at 
Welsh  Harp,  on  July  8,  G.  Thompson  took  first  prize, 
season  ticket ;  and  C.  F.  Stamp,  second  prize.  Three 
other  prizes  were  not  taken,  and  are  to  be  fished  off  on 
July  22.-W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hatoham  Brothers  Angling  Eociety,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  S.B  — On  July  8  the  members 
fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  at  Wateriogbury  for 
prizes  given  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Judd,  chairman,  and  the  club, 
Mr.  Thoa.  Bailey  securing  first  prize  with  roach  and  bream, 
Mr.  C.  Williams  following  with  perch,  and  lastly,  Mr. 
Frank  Clifford,  also  with  perch.  Anglers  desirous  of 
joining  a  working  mans'  club  are  invited  to  attend  any 
Thursday  as  above. — W.  Tarry. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Te  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road.— On  July  8  our 
members  were  out  for  their  first  batch  of  prizes,  and  the 
following  members  were  successful  :  Mr.  A.  Bagshaw, 
roach,  first;  N.  Hall,  roach,  second;  H.  Bagshaw,  third, 
roach;  C.  Smith,  fourth,  roach.    On  July  15  next  our 


PAELIAMENT  DISSOLVES  by  effluxion  of  time ;  but  time's  flight 
only  adds  to  the  power  of  disease  if  means  are  not  taken  to 
eradicate  it.  Indigestion,  stomach  and  liver  complaints  especially 
require  urgent  treatment,  and  there  are  no  medicines  known 
which  act  upon  these  particular  ailments  with  such  success  as 
Holloway's  Pills.  These  grand  remedies  strengthen  the  stomach, 
increase  the  appetite,  and  rouse  the  sluggish  liver.  For  bowel 
complaints  they  are  invaluable,  as  they  remove  every  primary 
derangement.  They  may  be  used  at  all  times  and  in  all  climates 
by  persons  affected  by  biliousness  or  nausea;  for  flatulency  and 
heartburn  they  are  specifics.  Indeed,  no  ailment  of  the  digestive 
organs  can  resist  their  purifying  and  corrective  powers. 


members  go  where  they  like  for  the  remaining  priies 
signed  on  Saturday  after  six  o'clock.- H.  Bagshaw 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway.  N.— A  nice  tench  of 
31b.  3oz.  has  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  E.  Stone  dnrii  g  the 
week  and  Mr.  Tom  Stone  has  had  two  others,  weighing 
31b.  7.T0Z  ,  and  two  perch,  lib.  3oz.  The  prize  list  and 
new  rules  are  in  the  hands  of  the  printers,  and  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  provide  members  with  copies  next  meeting 
night.  The  outing  at  Huntingdon  promises  to  be  a  great 
success.— E.  Wymer. 

^oUo^ay  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N.— Since  onr  last  report  we  have  had 
several  splendid  shows  of  fish,  Messrs.  G.  Johnson  and  A. 
Stevens  catching  a  fine  basket  of  roach  and  perch  from 
the  Thames.  Mr.  Steinhart  has  again  had  a  good  take  of 
barbel,  up  to  61b.,  also  chub  of  3Jlb.,  from  Teddington. 
On  July  9  he  also  reports  a  good  take  of  dace,  up  to  fib.— 
all  returned.  Mr.  A.  Clayton  fourteen  roach  on  July  8, 
best  fish  lib.  loz.,  and  several  perch.  Mr.  T.  Johnson  had 
several  roach  and  perch,  up  to  lib.,  from  the  Arun.— A. 
Clayton. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow.— We  had  a  large 
meeting  on  July  11.  Mr.  Duffy  took  the  chair.  Mr.  W. 
Allen  Morgan  was  elected  to  serve  on  the  committee. 
Two  new  members  were  elected,  and  one  more  nominated. 
Several  members  had  fish.  Mr.  Allen  Morgan,  jack ; 
Mr.  Brongham,  barbel,  roach,  and  bream  (largest  3ib  ); 
Mr.  Hall,  barbel ;  Mr.  Whenmin,  dace  ;  Mr.  Hooper, 
tench  (largest  21b.  9oz.) ;  Mr.  Ram»ge,  roach,  and  a  31b. 
tench  ;  Mr.  Pope,  chub.  It  was  arranged  to  hold  a  speci- 
men roach  competition,  detiils  being  left  to  the  commit- 
tee.— J.  M.  Brougham. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Bagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— The  annual  dinner  of 
the  above  society  took  place  on  the  8th  inst.  at  the  Bull 
Inn,  Ware.  Great  praise  is  due  to  the  worthy  hostess  for 
the  admirable  way  in  which  she  catered  for  us.  At  our 
meeting  on  the  lOth  three  more  new  membera  were  elected. 
I  am  pleased  to  see  we  are  progressing  in  membership, 
having  had  to  make  new  members  nearly  every  week 
since  the  opening  season. — Johnny. 

Islins;ton  Brothers  Anglmg  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road.  —  The  following  weighed-in  on 
July  8:  Mr.  Herbert,  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  heaviest 
perch,  lib.  8^  z.;  Mr.  Wilkej,  bream.  We  met  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  A.  Challis  in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of 
last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Szaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B.  — The 
annual  week-day  dinner  took  place  on  Wednesday  last,  at 
Mr.  J.  Lyndsell's,  The  Pied  Bull,  Stanstead,  St. 
Margaret's,  Herts,  and  a  very  enjoyable  day  was  spent. 
The  Sunday  dinner  will  take  place  on  July  15,  at  the  same 
address. — fl.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prinoa  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.— Since  our  last  report  we  have  had  three  nice  shows 
of  fish  weighed-in  by  Mr.  Crabb  and  Brothers  Ridington, 
from  the  Welsh  Harp.  As  we  had  a  rather  small 
attendance  last  meeting,  I  beg  to  remind  members  the 
Prince  of  Wales  A.S.  take  their  return  visit  next  Monday. 
Hoping  some  of  the  members  will  try  and  be  there. — G. 
Bence. 

S<lncoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— On  July  8  the 
following  showed  fish :  W.  Watling,  roach  and  dace ; 
Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Bowdrey,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  also  having 
roach  and  dace.  On  July  15  the  Central  competition  will 
take  place  at  Pulborough.  Members  requiring  tickets  for 
same  can  have  them-  from  me  on  the  morning.— W. 
Watling, 

Iijfchnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Johnson,  Shoe- 
Jane,  B.C. — Roving  competition,  July  7  and  8,  result: 
Mr.  G.  H.  Skinner,  tench,  21b.  4oz.,  fir^t,  Mr.  Geo. 
Martin_  being  second  with  roach.  Summer  dinner  and 
competition  shortly.  Should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  hon. 
members  or  friends  who  would  like  to  take  part.  The 
funeral  of  our  late  umpire,  Mr.  J.  Grist,  takes  place  to- 
day  (Saturday).— SiD  Ransom. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  July 
18  a  special  meeting  will  take  place.  An  outing  has  been 
proposed,  when  all  members  wishing  to  take  part  must  be 
clear  on  the  books.  On  July  8  we  had  a  nice  show  of  fish ; 
Messrs.  Cruohlow,  roach;  Carter,  roach;  B.  Lamb, 
roach,  W.  Moore,  roach  and  perch ;  S.  Barrett,  perch ; 
and  G.  Taylor,  perch.— G.  Taylor. 

North  Iiambeth  Angling  Society,  New  Castle 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lambetu,  8  E.— We  fished  our 
first  match  of  the  season  at  Bast  Parleigh  on  June  17  for 
seven  prizes.  Fish  being  ofi  feed,  only  three  prizes  were 
taken  :  Mr.  T.  Dew,  first  prize ;  Mr.  W.  Killiek,  second 
prize;  Mr.  Daws,  honorary  prize.  On  the  24th,  R.  Chees 
Lad  some  fine  barbel  from  the  Thames,  July  1.  Out- 
standing prizes  were  fished  for  at  Shepperton  with  the 
following  result :  Mr.  R.  Chees,  third  prize  ;  W.  Killiek, 
sen.,  fourth  prize;  A.  Dawson,  fifth  prize;  F.  Chees, 
honorary,  prize.  B.  Bowles  had  some  nice  bream  from 
the  Thames  on  the  8th.  Mr.  J.  Edwards  had  some  fine 
roach  from  Amberley.  R.  Chees,  roach,  dace,  gudgeon, 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  R.  J.  Cheater,  our  new  host,  was 
made  a  member  and  treasurer.  We  have  made  three  new 
members  this  season.— E.  Rowles. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  July  8  the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  W.  Stretch,  dace ;  8.  Harris,  bream  ; 
T.  Harris,  bream.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  0.  and  D. 
Visiting  List  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Monday,  July  16, 
this  being  the  first  visit  at  our  new  quarters.  I  hope  to 
see  all  clubs  represented.  I  have  been  promised  some  good 
talent  for  this  occasion.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr, 
Pailes.— H.  Stretch. 
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OgflAiider  Piscatorial  Society,  Ogknder  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwioh,  S.E. — On  Tuesday  last 
Meaars.  Geo.  Richardson  and  Coates  were  elected 
members.  The  new  rules  were  passed  excpting  the 
inoroased  standard  of  fish,  which,  owing  no  doubc  to  some 
of  the  experienced  anglers  not  being  in  attendance,  the 
younger  ones  carried  the  vote.  On  July  15  a  two-guinea 
cup  and  two  half-guineas  will  be  angled  for  at  Ambsrley. 
Same  conditions  as  before.  Mr.  J.  Wood  was  elected  on 
the  committee  in  place  of  Mr.  Morgan,  who  has  taken 
over  the  secretaryship.  All  carraspondence  to  be  sent  to 
the  clubhouse.— H.  W.  Mcbsan. 

Orig^inal  Alexandra  AnglxTig  Sooisty,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethoal  Green — On  July  8 
A.  Birch  weighed-in  81b.  roach  j  H.  Page,  5ih  ;  J.  Nagle, 
lib.  On  Wednesday  some  very  important  business  was 
transacted.  A  good  meeting.  T.  Hayward  elected  a 
working  member.  We  fish  for  one  guiuea  and  four 
half  guineas  on  July  15.  Harlow  Bridge  to  Siwbridge- 
worth  Bridge  ;  show  fish  on  Harlow  Stort  Bridge  at  8  p.m. 
Train  leaves  Harlow  8.47  p.m.  The  balance-sheet  was 
read  and  passed. — G.  Bares. 

Fhoeulz  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — On  July  8  the  remaining  prize  at  Hare- 
field  was  taken  by  Bill  Norman.  Messrs.  C.  Dove, 
Bonffler,  Carter,  Smith,  and  May  had  some  good  bream, 
roach,  perch,  and  dace.  A  roving  competition  for  three 
prizes  will  take  pluce  Aug.  5  and  6. — R.  C. 

Ftiace  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-rcad. — An  A.  A.  visit  will 
take  place  at  above  on  July  16.  I  hope  to  see  strong 
muster  of  brother  anglers.  A  match  will  take  place  at 
Uibridge  on  July  29 ;  all  to  start  first  train  from  Padding- 
ton. — C.  Short. 

Queen's  Piscatirials,  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  July  8  the  club  held  its  first 
competition  of  the  season  at  Langley,  and  all  the  prizes 
were  taken.  J.  Yule,  first  (also  special  priza  for  gross 
weight  of  the  day);  W.  Payne,  second;  Brown,  third; 
Btrayton,  fourth ;  Halbert,  fifth  ;  Malton,  sixth ;  W. 
Shepherd,  seventh ;  and  F.  Beaver,  eighth.  —  Geo. 
Keexe. 

Ko,y&l  George  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Arms, 
Batemar -street,  Soho-square. — On  July  8,  we  had  a  fine 
show  of  jick,  carp,  roach,  chub,  and  barbel,  caught  by  the 
following  members:  Mtesrs.  Pope,  Longland,  Holder, 
Trotter,  Speelman,  W.  Altport,  Webber,  and  Payne.  On 
Wednesday  last  we  elected  three  more  members. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  July  8  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  P.  Pignatelli,  roach ;  Tim  O'Shanhouse, 
roach  and  bream ;  R.  Walker,  roach ;  Tisshaw,  roach ; 
J.  Payne,  roach;  Chambers,  roach;  E.  Perry,  roach; 
Merrigold,  roach;  Stanley,  roach;  W.  Salmon,  roaoh. 
Our  match  takes  place  July  15. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Sowiety,  The  Sun, 
Bonitace-atreet,  Westminster  Bridge-road.  —  On  July  8 
we  had  a  grand  ehow  of  roaoh  wp.ighed-iu  by  ens  of  onr 
hon.  members.  On  July  9,  Mr.  Ddbenham,  grand  show 
of  braam;  Mr.  Greatwood,  some  very  nice  roach. — W.  B. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E.— We  had  our  first  outing 
of  the  seasc  n  at  Bures  on  July  8.  Several  members  had 
fish,  and  saveral  made  a  holidiy  of  it  We  aftsrwards  ad- 
journed to  Mr.  G.  Cousins  (the  Eight  Bells),  where  we 
partook  of  a  good  dioner,  after  which  our  president  occu- 
pied the  chair.  I  am  pleased  to  announce  that  several 
priz3s  were  given  to  the  amount  of  £  10,  to  be  fisHed  for 
during  the  season,  and  several  mora  promised.  We  also 
made  four  new  members.  After  the  usual  vote  of  thanks 
to  our  worthy  host  and  others,  we  proceeded  to  the  rail- 
way station  to  catch  the  last  train  home,  which  the  railway 
company  have  altered. — H.  Gaffee. 

Seymonr  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of  our 
members  weighed-in  fish  on  July  8 :  Messrs.  Pennell, 
perch ;  Mallett,  bream  ;  Campbell,  bream  ;  S.  King,  roach. 
Our  first  outing  to  Ashurst,  July  22.— W.  Aldis. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bash,  W.— The  annual  dinner  of 
this  association,  at  which  ladies  were  present,  took  place 
in  May  last,  and  proved  so  successful  that  it  was  deter- 
mined to  supplement  it  by  a  launch  party  this  year.  This 
duly  came  cff  on  the  8ch  inst.,  and  a  large  number  of 
members,  accompanied  by  their  wives  and  lady  friends, 
left  Paddington  by  special  saloon  for  Windsor,  from  which 
point  the  steam  launch  Duchess  conveyed  them  to  Marlow 
and  back.  A  most  excellent  luncheon  and  other  refresh- 
ments were  served  on  board,  and  the  pirty  returned  to 
Paddington  thoroughly  delighted  with  the  diy's  ex- 
periences ;  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  the  launch  trip  will, 
in  all  probability,  become  an  annual  fixture.  Mention 
should  be  made  of  the  very  high-class  musical  entertain- 
ment provided.  The  membership  of  the  association,  since 
its  change  to  the  present  headquarters,  has  materially 
incrpased,  and  the  priza  list  now  amounts  to  nearly  £20  — 
0.  B, 

Silver  Trent  Angling  gooiety.  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel.  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  July  8  cup  outing 
to  Yalding  took  place,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr. 
Clatk,  first;  Mr.  Smales,  second;  Mr.  Woollon,  third; 
and  Mr.  Smith,  fourth.  On  July  10  Mr.  Clark  weighed-in 
bream  and  psic'a,  and  Mr.  Shelley  was  elected  as  a  working 
member,  arid  Mr.  Jupp  was  transferred  to  a  working 
member.  Hope  members  who  have  not  already  done  so, 
attend  and  clear  books. — R.  Smith. 

South  Bermonds<<;  Club  and  Institute  Pis  a- 
torials,  Ratherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  July  8  Messrs. 
W.  Streeton  weighed-in  roach  ;  P.  Allum,  roaoh  and  dace  ; 
T.  Whichelow,  roach ;  and  W.  Costin,  roach,  including  one 
roach  lib.  6oz  ,  which  presented  a  very  fair  show  of  fish. 
On  July  15  the  Central  competition  wiU  take  place  at 


Palborough,  and  I  hope  our  members  will  endeavour  to 
support  this,  as  I  am  sure  it  is  well  deserving.  Tickets 
can  be  obtained  on  the  morning. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Limehouse. — Result  of  our  osmpetition  on  July  1 : 
Mr.  Morriss,  first,  bream ;  Mr.  Clapshaw,  second,  with 
nice  show  of  roaoh  and  bream;  Jolly,  third,  bream; 
Holding,  fourth,  roach  ;  Gerrard,  fifth,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Grindrod,  sixth,  roach;  Jewson,  sen.,  seventh,  bream  and 
roach.— W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Claphara. — There  was  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the 
trays  on  July  8.  The  lapsed  prizes  of  the  July  competition 
were  taken  as  follows :  Messrs.  F.  T.  Macey,  second, 
roach  and  tench ;  W.  Shepherd,  cirp  and  perch,  third ; 
Thos.  Lucas,  barbel,  fourth.  Messrs.  A.  Pain,  A.  Hall, 
J.  J.  Maosy,  Rowley,  and  Eyke  also  weighed-in. — Tommy. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Anus,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  B. — On  July  8  we  had  a  good 
show  of  fish,  all  prizes  being  won.  Messrs.  T.  Smdiland, 
first;  Grande,  second;  F.  Bates,  third.  Humphreys, 
Carr,  and  Payne  also  had  fish. — G.  A.  Payne. 

Snnd'.al  Angling  gooiety,  Wicisor  Castle,  King's- 
street.  Hammersmith, — During  the  week  the  following 
weighed-in  fish  :  Mr.  Holmes,  9|lb.  of  bream  and  roach 
(largest  bream  21b.  7oz  ) ;  Mr.  A.  Holmes,  roach  ;  Mr. 
Holt,  bream  ;  Mr.  C.  P.  Pointer,  bream  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
F.  Thorpe,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Roach,  roach.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  made  two  new  members. — C.  E.  Lock. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's 
Head  Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.  —  On  July  8  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  W.  Drage,  G.  Marsh,  C. 
Freak,  J.  Steer,  W.  G.  Cockerton,  H.  Ford  ham,  J. 
Cockerton.  Our  annual  outing  and  prize  competition 
takes  place  at  Sandgate  in  the  Royal  Military  Canal  on 
the  22Qd  inst.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  enrolling  four  new 
members  at  our  last  meeting,  and  three  more  names  on  the 
list  for  election. — P.  H.  Beak. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
July  26  we  have  a  corcart  in  aid  of  Fishing  Gazette 
Tobacco  Fund  ;  also  club  distribution  of  prizas.  Clubs 
plpsae  note. — J.  H.  B. 

Waldam  Ore  n  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — At  our  weekly  meeting 
a  good  mi.iority  of  members  signified  their  intention  of 
taking  part  in  the  A.B.S.  compation  on  July  15.  A  brake 
will  start  from  Chelsea  Bridge  on  the  morning  to  convey 
members  to  London  Bridge.  A  few  vacant  seats. 
Members  please  note  our  first  outing  to  Woking  Broad 
Meads  on  July  22.  All  meet  at  the  Hand  and  Spear 
8  p  m.  Saturday  night.  All  fish  to  weigh  ;  two  rods 
allowed.  Weighed-ia  Sunday  last :  Messrs.  Kerry,  chub  ; 
Dungale,  bream  and  roach ;  Bickle,  barbel ;  Harvey, 
roach  and  dace;  Glass,  roaoh,  one  specimen  lib.  3jz.  ; 
and  McHawey,  barbel,  on  July  10. — W.  W.  Z. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angline  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  July  5  Mr.  Archer 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  bream,  one  fine  specimen  weighing 
5Jlb.  On  July  8  Mr.  Eiton  weighed-in  61b.  13oz.  roach. 
Messrs.  Rumball,  Wakim,  and  Howarth,  roach ;  Mr. 
Gover,  dace  and  roach.  Owing  to  a  delay  in  the  printing 
of  tickets  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Goddard.  the  event  will 
take  place  on  Aug.  15,  and  not  on  July  25  as  previously 
annouBcad.  We  trust  it  will  be  well  supported,  as  Mr. 
Goddard  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  club.  An  outing 
takes  place  on  July  27  to  Burnt  Mill,  and  we  hope  mem- 
bers will  attend  and  make  themselves  financial.  As  the 
club  has  an  invitation  from  the  Daily  Telegraph  to  par- 
take in  the  Walthamstow  carnival  on  J uly  26,  on  behalf  of 
the  War  Funds,  we  would  like  members  who  wish  to  take 
part  in  it  to  attend  next  Wednesday,  as  it  is  proposed  to 
send  an  anglers'  car. — W.  Callcut, 

Walton -on -Thames  Angling  Association. 
Twelve  members  of  the  above  society  fished  a  competition 
on  Thursday,  the  conditions  being  two  in  a  punt,  the 
priz3  to  be  shared.  Messrs.  Savage  and  Edmonds  took 
•first  prize,  with  bream  ;  Messrs.  Perrin  and  Gartoa  took 
the  second,  with  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Newby,  who  was  unlucky 
in  not  taking  a  priza,  landed  a  dace  weighing  9|oz.  After 
weighing-in  all  the  fish  were  returned  to  the  river. — 
H.  C.  A. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  meeting  was  well 
attanded  on  July  10.  There  is  still  a  prize  left  over  from 
last  competition  to  be  fished  for  on  July  15  ;  to  start  from 
London  after  5  a.m.  We  had  a  welcome  visit  from  our 
country  member,  which  we  all  appreciated.  Mr.  C. 
Newbry  weighed-in  the  first  catch  of  the  season  for  any 
hon.  members,  all  roaoh,  281b. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — At  our  last  meeting  the  balance-sheet  was 
read  and  passed,  the  club  being  in  a  very  sound  financial 
position.  At  our  mitch  at  Amberley,  on  the  8fch,  only 
two  prizes  were  taken— Mr.  Renn,  first,  roaoh  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Dennis,  second,  roaoh  and  dace.  Mr.  Styman  also 
had  roach.  Mr.  Veazey  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  from 
other  waters,  but  was  too  lata  to  weigh-in.  We  fish  for 
remaining  prizes  on  the  15th  ;  same  place  and  conditioBs. — 
H.  Heir. 

Weac  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Ooaoh 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  July  8,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish  :  Messrs. 
Newton,  R.  Pithnrot,  Rason,  Tyler,  Homer,  Burling  (all 
roach),  R.  Pummell  (perch). — R.  Lowtheb. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — An  all  nig'at  outing  will  he  held  on  club 
water  on  Saturday.  Train  from  Wimbledon  6.40  p  m. 
Three  prizes  under  usual  conditions.  Weigh-in  next  day 
at  the  Mitre,  at  7.30  p  m. — Hon.  Sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,   Plumstead-road,  Plumstead,— Several   of  our 


members  booked  out  on  July  8,  but  sport  seemed  rather 
dull.  The  following  weighed-in :  Mr.  F.  Cresswell, 
barbel  and  dace;  Mr.  J.  Hicks,  bream.  Members  please 
note.    Summons  meeting  on  July  18. — J.  Wknkley. 


Jingling  '^xxtuxes. 

July  15. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  I'ulborough. 

Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Roving  ma*^oh. 

Bermondsey  Brothers :  Competition. 

Brompton  :  Outing  to  Wateringbnry. 

Burlington  Anglers  :  Roving  match. 

Central  Association :  Cup  competition  at  Falboroagh, 

Clapham  Strollers  ;  Lapsed  priza  outing. 

Crystal  Palace  :  Outing  to  Pnlborough. 

Dalston  :  Pegged-down  match. 

Duchess  :  Match  at  Pnlborough. 

Elgin:  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 

Hearts  of  Oak':  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Dinner  at  Stansted. 

North  London  :  Visit. 

Oglander  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Match  at  Harlow, 

Royal  Oak  :  Match. 

Twickenham  Piscitorials :  Barbel  competition. 
Wenlock  :  Ijapsed  prize  outing. 

July  16. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  and  speoiil  meeting. 
Grange :  Outing  to  Hythe. 
North  London  :  Visit. 
Prince  of  Wales  :  Visit. 


July  22. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Match. 

,,  22 — Crown  and  Buokland  :  Outing  to  Amberley, 

„  22.— Earlsfield:  Outing. 

,,  22. — Harleadan  :  Lapsed  priza  outing. 

,,  22. — Pithouse's  (Langley)  competition. 

,,  22. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ashurst. 

,,  22. — United  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Sandgate. 

,,  22. — Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Wokiog. 

,,  22. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill, 

,,  23. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 

„  26. — Prince  of  Wales  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

,,  26. — Victoria  Brothers:  "Tobacco  Fund"  concert, 

,,  29. — AUason  United  :  Match  at  Harefield. 

,,  29. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing. 

,,  29. — Blenheim  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

,,  29. — Cosy  :  Outing  to  Weybridge. 

,,  29. — Duchess  :  Competition. 

„  29.— Dufee  of  Norfolk  :  Match. 

„  29  — Golden  Barbel :  Outing. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  summer  visit  of  the  committee  is  fixed  for 
Friday,  July  27,  and  the  steam  launch  La  Burgoina  has 
been  secured  for  the  trip.  As  on  former  occasions,  the 
tickets  will  be  a  guinea  each,  to  include  the  cost  of  launch, 
lanoh  and  refreshments  on  board,  and  dinner  at  the  Castle 
Hotel,  Hampton  Court,  at  7  p.m.  Tickets,  which  only 
will  be  issued  to  or  through  the  members  of  the 
committee,  can  be  obtained  on  remittance  to  Mr.  Arthur 
Price,  7,  John's-street,  Gray's  Inn,  W.C. 


OUTWITTED  THE  OFFICERS. 

Pretty  good  material  for  an  exciting  story  might  be 
found  in  a  recent  experience  of  the  Fish  Commission 
patrol  launch  Ethel,  as  detailed  in  the  Astorian  : 

"Cruising  around  Tongue  Point  about  2  am.,  the 
officars  discoverei  a  boat  working  a  net.  The  occupants 
of  the  bca';  cut  loose  from  the  net  and  rowed  away  in  the 
darkness,  and  Laughery  and  his  assistants  proceeded  to 
gather  in  the  net  and  put  it  aboard  the  launch,  bringing  it 
into  the  city. 

"It  was  decided  to  leave  the  net  on  board  the  launch 
until  later  in  the  day,  and  Dapufy  Laughery  went  home, 
leaving  Capt.  Rich  and  True  ia  charge  of  the  captured 
property.  About  breakfast  time  (daylight)  Capt.  Rich 
went  to  his  room,  leaving  young  True  in  charge  of  the 
boat  and  net.  True  took  a  nap  on  his  own  hook,  and  was 
awakened  by  the  noise  of  men  taking  the  captured  net  off 
the  launch. 

"  The  owners  of  the  net  had  quietly  rowed  alongside  the 
launch  on  the  early  morning  as  sson  as  it  was  light  enough 
to  see  to  work  quickly,  and  at  once  began  transferring  the 
captured  property  to  the  fithing  boat.  True  objacted,  but 
was  told  to  '  go  on,'  that '  the  thing  had  been  tixed,'  &o  , 
and  as  he  was  powerless  to  stop  the  men  taking  the  net, 
being  unarmed,  he  ran  to  Capt.  Rich's  room,  and  notified 
him  of  what  was  going  on. 

"  Rich  grabbed  a  shotjinn  and  started  for  the  scene, 
sending  True  to  rout  out  Laughery.  Whan  Rich  reached 
tha  launch  the  bold  fishermen  were  well  away  in  mid- 
stream, net  and  all,  and  far  beyond  the  range  of  hia  gun, 
evidently  making  for  safe  quarters." — American  F,  G, 


An  editorial  announcement  appears  in  an  Ontario  paper 
to  the  effect  that  "  no  big  fish  "  items  sent  will  be  printed 
unless  the  finny  denizens  are  brought  to  the  offices  to  be 
measured  and  weighed.  The  editor  was  forced  to  take 
this  precaution  by  reason  of  the  many  fish  yarns  submitted 
for  his  consideration. 
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^offings  bg  tf)c  i^ag. 

Great  enthnsiaBtn  exists  with  regard  to  the  Central 
Association's  comrietitinn  at  Pnlhoroui^h  on  July  15  In 
addition  to  the  "  Emdon  "  cnp  and  "  Elsmore  "  cup  there 
18  a  capital  list  of  prizes  to  be  fishod  for.  Train 'jeavps 
London  Bridgo  at  7  50  a  m.,  by  the  oelpbrated  "  Eld- 
ndffe  fl"  excnrsions.  Fare  23.  6i.  The  weigh-in  will  be 
at  the  Arun  Hotel.  If  I  can  manage  to  wake  up  in  time 
I  h-^pe  to  rFSpnnd  to  Mr.  Wade's  invitation  to  "  fall  in  " 
I  shall  have  a  signed  copy  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  with  me 
so  that  m  the  event  of  an  accident  the  widdy  will  have 
£100  to  go  on  with. 

 >  *  t  »  <  

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Ass-lcrs'  Assrcia- 
tion  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  July  16,  at  eight 
o'clock,  at  the  Cripplegate  loftitute,  Goldeti-lane. 
Barbican,  E.G.  The  sppcial  meeting  re  alteration  of 
Kule  I.  will  be  held  at  the  same  time,  instead  of  July  19 
as  per  notice  to  club  secretaries.  ' 


Friends  of  the  Lychnobite  i  will  deeply  regret  to  hear 
of  the  sudden  death  of  Mr.  J.  hn  Grist,  which  occurred  on 
Sunday  last  at  South  Tottenham.  Mr.  Gritt  will  be  well 
remembered  by  many  as  a  Lea  angler  of  repute,  as  an  old 
mpmber  of  the  Hatcham  Brothers,  and  latterly,  as  the 
oflScial  umpire  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society  He  was 
held  in  great  esteem  by  bis  brother  members,  by  whom  he 
will  be  sadly  missed.  The  funeral  takes  place  to-day 
(Saturday)  Poor  Giiet,  singularly  enough,  held  "  No.  1 " 
Privilege  Ticket  issued  this  year  by  the  Anglers' 
AsBociation. 


Writing  from  Blunbam  Mills,  Sandy,  Mr.  Arthur 
Chapman  says :  "  Notwithstanding  water  being  rather 
clear,  roach,  chub,  and  daoa  are  well  on  the  feed  in  these 
waters  (the  Ivel),  several  good  baskets  being  taken  last 
week  with  kerntls  and  piste,  some  of  the  roach  scaling 
close  upon  2.b.,  many  running  lib.  each.  Bream  not 
yet  on." 


South  London  anglers  will  remember  th9  handsome 
case  of  trout  which  adorned  the  club-room  of  the  Black- 
friars  A.S.,  which  belonged  to  Host  Willson.  On  his 
leaving  the  neighbourhood  the  case  was  for  sale.  It  came 
into  the  possession  of  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  now  hon.  sec. 
of  the  Blackfriars,  who,  finding  he  has  not  room  to  hang 
it,  has  passed  it  on  to  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  Masons'  Arms,  East-atreet,  Wal- 
worth,  who  has  a  splendid  room  for  it,  and  which  would 
make  grand  headquarters  for  a  club  with  such  an 
enthusiastic  angler  as  host.  It  C9rtainly  is  a  sight  worth 
eeeiig. 



The  committee  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  have 
decided  that  medils  be  given  for  specimen  fish  taken  in 
British  waters.  The  species  and  weights  of  the  fish  men- 
tioned below  are  those  adopted  :  Bass,  8'b. ;  sea  bream 
31b. ;  cod,  201b. ;  conger,  181b. ;  coalfish,  151b. ;  dab,  lib. ; 
shad,  31b.;  flounder,  21b.;  gurnard,  3lb. ;  grey  mullet, 
31b.  ;  red  mullet,  lib.  ;  mackerel,  IJlb. ;  plaice,  3Jlb  • 
pouting,  21b. ;  pollack.  101b. ;  whiting,  241b. :  wrasse,  31b  •' 
skate,  201b. ;  turbot,  81b. 


A  SPLENDID  bass  (about  161b.)  was  taken  by  Mr.  Gomm 
off  Margate.  The  B.8.A.S.  specimen  bass  must  weigh 
81b.,  so  that  the  16-pounder  would  stand  well  for  a  medal 
This  fish,  with  a  grey  mulht  of  SJlb.  (taken  by  the  same 
angler)  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  F.  T.  Williams  to  be 
preserved. 

 >♦«  »  <  

The  man  who  can  make  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where 
only  one  grevv  before  is  a  benefactor.  The  man  who  has 
taken  some  nice  tench  (whilst  roach  fishing)  where  none 
were  known  to  exist  is  Mr.  George  Griffitns,  of  the 
Lychnobites. 

Mb.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  has  "weighed-in"  some 
nice  chub,  taken  at  Eton,  with  the  fly;  Mr.  Kloz,  one  of 
41b.  2oz.,  on  a  "Ruby  Tag"  ;  and  Mr.  Burgess,  one  cf 
31b.  2cz.,  on  a  "  Ccch-y-bondhu  "  ;  Mrs.  Harris  had  one 
of  31b.  lOoz.,  taken  with  a  cherry.  She  also  caught  a 
brace  of  trout  about  21b.  each,  and  relurned  both 
uninjured.  Mr.  Burgess's  fish  has  gone  to  Messrs.  Cooper. 
Mr.  Coster  has  also  taken  eight  chub,  121b.  2oz. 


>♦«♦<- 


In  connection  with  the  question  of  the  Fisheries  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  Mr.  Balfour,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bowles, 
said:  "I  have  not  examined  into  the  details  of  the 
Statistics  dealt  with  by  the  Department  of  the  United 
States  Government  known  as  the  Commission  of  Fish 
and  Fisheries,  but  I  have  no  reason  to  question  their 
accurccy.  _  The  expenditure  on  fisheries  of  the  United 
Kingdom  is  met  partly  out  of  Imperial  and  partly  out  of 
local  resources,  and  is  scattered  over  a  number  of  ac- 
oonntB.  The  local  and  the  Imperial  contributions  come 
to  £94,000.  This  does  not  include  the  services  of  the  Navy 
in  the  protection  of  fishermen  and  fishery  grounds.  There 
is  likely  to  be  an  increase  in  the  expenditure  for  fisheries 
in  the  future.  England  has  recently  taken  part  in  the 
International  Confereroe,  and  it  is  recommended  that 
iiformation  shall  be  collected  in  regard  to  fisheries  in  the 
North  Sea.  The  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries 
of  the  United  Kingdom  has  been  appointed,  and  has  com- 
menced operations.  I  cannot  promise  any  increase  of  the 
prant  made  to  the  Marine  Biological  Association  of  the 
United  Kingdom." 


Nearly  500  "juveniles"  took  part  in  a  contest  at 
Thorne  recently.  The  winner  of  the  first  prize  and  medal 
had  seven  fish  weighing  5oz.  Another  prize  winner  who 
"headed  the  twelve  juveniles  who  managed  to  score" 
had  Joz. 


The  "Thames  Angling  News"  for  July  (to  hand)  is 
more  than  usually  interesting  and  attractive.  In  addition 
to  a  "  speaking  "  portrait  of  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  (who  has 
just  been  elected  hon.  sec.  to  the  Kingston  A. S.,  whose 
Jove  of  angling  is  gleaned  from  an  interview),  there  is  one 
of  Mr.  J.  H.  Gough,  of  the  Thames  Conservancy. 
Altogether  one  of  the  best  numbers  which  have  appeared 
—and  the  smart  little  "  T.  A.  N  "  now  registers  (in  the 
BUD),  No.  9,  Vol.  IV.,  founded  1896, 


Another  little  quarterly,  the  "  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonard's  Club  Chronicle,"  has  just  been  received. 
E.  S.  Stephenson  discourses  on  "  Otters."  '•  Cake  "  gives 
some  "Stolen  Hours  after  Brook  Trout,"  and  the 
"  Editor's  Note  Book  "  gives  all  the  information  necessary 
for  membera  of  the  np-to-date  Hastings  Club. 


Mackerel  Fishing. 
The  sun  is  shining  here,  in  the  bay. 
But  right  in  the  distance,  a  mile  away, 
A  thick  black  cloud  bangs  overhead, 
And  the  sea  beneath  is  as  dull  as  lead. 
Our  books  are  baited  with  silver  skin, 
But  of  fish  as  yet  we  have  never  a  fin  ! 

A  breath  of  coolness,  a  lilt  in  the  wind, 
A  shuddering  sail  and  the  wake  behind 
Tell  of  the  nsaring  squall,  and  now 
Over  the  billows  we  leap  and  bow, 
On  to  the  shadow  that  frowns  so  near, 
On  to  the  shadow  our  boat  we  steer. 

Out  of  the  sunshine  into  the  gloom, 
Oar  faces  wet  with  the  flying  spume ; 
Into  the  rain,  a  fierce,  wild  rain, 
We  gasp  as  we  meet  it  again  and  again. 
But  what  care  we  how  the  rain-blasts  drive, 
Our  lines  are  all  of  them  thrilling  aUve  ! 
Over  the  side  come  the  ehining  fish. 
Four  at  a  time,  then  out  with  a  sttish 
Go  the  dripping  cords  to  our  curling  wake, 
Then  back  again,  till  our  strong  arms  ache  ; 
■  For  here,  at  last,  we  have  found  our  goal, 
Right  in  the  thick  of  a  mile-long  shoal ! 
The  water  is  boiling  and  hissing  aloud, 
Lashed  into  rage  by  the  mackerel  crowd ; 
For  a  moment  the  sound  of  the  pelting  rain 
Must  seek  to  enter  our  ears  in  vain  ; 
But  the  fieh  are  scared  by  our  flishing  sail, 
And  again  we  hear  the  voice  of  the  gale. 
Our  boat  is  lined  with  silver  soon. 
And  the  flapping  tails  play  a  noisy  tune 
As  the  little  lives,  with  a  gasp  and  a  sigh, 
Melt  softly  away  to  the  clearing  sky. 
While  the  rainbow  hues  arow  dim  and  pale 
As  the  dying  muscles  stiffen  and  fail. 

But  the  squall  has  passed,  we  are  out  in  the  sun, 
The  shoal  has  passed,  and  our  catch  is  done  ; 
We  are  wet  to  the  skin,  and  the  spray  that  stings 
Has  found  our  eyes  with  unerring  wings  ; 
But  Buch  light  woes  we  can  well  afford 
,  With  five  score  mackerel  lying  aboard  ! 

_  Fred.  Crook. 

The  Glohe,  referring  to  a  letter  in  the  Field,  enlarges 
upon  the  tact  of  a  red  lobster  having  been  caught  off 
Shanklin.  It  is  cot  in  the  nature  of  the  lobster  to  be  red, 
save  when  he  is  boiled.  I've  known  men  turn  the  same 
colour  when  they  have  got  into  hot  water.  The  Qlohe 
goes  on  :  "Apparently,  therefore,  these  modern  appear- 
ances of  unboiled  red  lobsters  indicate  altruistic  tendencies 
on  the  part  of  the  obliging  crustaceans.  They  desire  to 
save  us  the  trouble  of  boiling  them,  and  thus  register  one 
stage  towards  that  paradise  where  little  roast  pigs  will  run 
about  with  knives  and  forks  stuck  into  them,  squeaking '  Bat 
rne  ! '  Already  we  have  taught  the  orange  to  dispense  with 
pips  and  the  grape  with  stones  ;  why  should  not  eels  do  with- 
out skins  or  herrings  go  boneless  ?  Everything  cdmes  to 
the  man  who  is  able  to  wait  for  it,  and  our  descendants 
may  even  catch  sturgeon  laden  with  caviare.  Meanwhile, 
the  red  lobster  is  an  instalment,  and  we  ought  to  be 
grateful.  We  should  not,  however,  ba  familiar  with  him 
on  that  account.  He  bites  just  as  hard  as  a  black  one.  I 
think  myself,  however,  that  the  insect's  vivid  transforma- 
tion is  merely  that  he  is  beginning  to  understand  his 
position,  and  blushes  to  think  that  he  is  destined  to  be 
mixed  up  in  a  verdant  salad.  I  should  blush  myself  if  I 
thought  I  should  be  compelled  to  associate  with  anything 
so  'green.'  " 

 >  *  «  »  <  

_  There  is  not  the  least  mystery  in  hatching  perch.  It  is 
simplicity  itself  as  compared  with  trout  or  salmon  culture. 
At  the  right  season— April  to  May— go  out  and  collect  the 
perch  spawn  from  the  submerged  branches,  roots  of  trees, 
weeds,  &c.  It  may  be  looked  for  in  rather  dead  water 
near  the  bank,  and  if  hurdles  well  decorated  with  twigs 
be  put  down  in  places  where  the  perch  are  in  the  habit  of 
spawning,  they  will  probably  be  used.  A  net  with  a  long 
handle  may  be  useful  to  get  the  spawn  out  of  deep  water. 
Having  got  i-,  put  it  in  a  pail  or  bait  can,  and  thence 
into  any  little  pond  or  ditch  which  you  have  turned 
into  a  nursery  by  clearing  it  of  other  fish.  Running 
water  is  not  needful,  and  in  a  comparatively  short  time 


the  eggs  will  hatch  out.  The  diflioulty  is  how  to  make  a 
mistake.  One  word  of  warning  only.  Beware  of  ducks 
swans,  and  water-birds  generally.  If  any  of  these  are 
about  cover  your  nursery  with  wire  netting.  If  no  nursery 
IB  available  the  eggs  can  be  hatched  out,  and  the  fry  be 
kept  for  some  days  in  a  good-sized  bath.  Perch  spawn  is 
easily  identifled.  It  has  at  a  distance  the  appearance  of  a 
band  of  gelatinous  matter,  a  foot  or  more  in  length,  about 
ten  inches  in  width,  and  one-eighth  of  an  inch,  or  a  little 
more,  in  thickness.  On  close  examination  it  will  be  found 
to  consist  of  a  number  of  round  eggs,  a  little  smaller  than 
the  seed  of  the  sweet  pea. 

 >♦»♦<  - 

"  Ben  "  Abrahams  is  coming  out  in  a  new  role,  all  in 
the  cause  of  benevolence.  The  osrnival  fever  has  got 
as  far  as  Netting  Hill,  and  "  Ben  "  is  giving  two  days' 
time  and  money  to  "  pay,  pay,  pay."  He  will  be  recog- 
nised on  a  good  "gee-gee  "  in  the  garb  of  a  7th  Dragoon. 
Another  angler  (Mr,  Arthur  Osborne)  will  drive  a  car, 
arranged  in  gorgeous  attire.  It  is  hoped  that  widows  and 
orphans  will  be  benefitted  by  this  grand  patriotic  display. 


Advice  Pra'  the  MpTavish. 
"  Let  'em  alone,  Jock !  Let  'em  alone  ! 
Hae  done  wi'  your  Burgundy,  light  Hock  an'  Beaune, 
Hae  done  wi'  your  fanciful  whimsical  wine, 
Forget  a'  about  them  an'  hae'  drap  o'  mine  ! 
T'is  gran'  stuff  for  ending  a  day  wi'  tha  flee, 

An'  if  ye'd  be  learning  tha  height  o'  delight. 
Then  tak'  my  advice,  lad,  tha  first  always  ba 

To  tha  water  o'  morns  an'  tha  whnskey  at  nicht," 
"  Let  'em  alone,  Jock  !  Let  'em  alone ! 
Ye  oanna'  spare  siller,  t'aint  easily  grown. 
Cigars  may  be  pleasant,  tha  flavour  divine. 
But  pit  up  your  case,  lad,  an'  fill  up  wi'  mine  ! 
T'is  a  glorious  sayin'  for  a'  who  are  free, 

Your  father,  when  living,  agreed  wi'  me  quite, 
An'  if  ye'd  be  lichtsome,  puir  laddie,  as  he 

Seek  tha  rocks  every  morn  an'  tha  clays  every  nicht." 
"  Let  'em  alone,  Jock  !  Let  'em  alone  ! 
Tha  lassies  are  bonny  an'  willing,  I'll  own  ! 
They're  playful  an'  a'  that,  but— stick  tae  your  line, 
For  ye  don't  ken  tha  wiles  o'  these  lassies  o'  mine  ! 
But  t'is  I  who  ken  you  Jock,  an'  tak'  it  frae  me 

I'm  doin'  my  best,  lad,  tae  guide  ye  aright, 
Sae  until  ye've  decided  which  lass  'tis  tae  be 

Jnstgie  'em  'Good  morning'  an'  gie  'em  'Goodnicht.'  " 

Kkyptos. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

The  mackerel  fishery  this  year,  says 'the  Fish  Trades 
(razette,  has  been  one  of  the  quietest  known  for  several 
years  at  Plymouth.  The  number  of  bo  its  engaged  has 
been  very  large,  yet  the  quantity  of  mackerel  landed  at 
Plymouth  has  been  very  small.  This  is  owing  doubtless 
to  the  fact  that  the  fish  have  been  in  greater  abundance 
around  the  Bishops  an!  Scilly.  Therefore,  the  situation  of 
Newlyn  and  Mount's  Bay  made  it  easier  for  the  boats  to  land 
their  catches  at  their  respective  ports,  which  consecjuently 
affected  the  quantities  landed  at  the  PIymo«th  market. 
Over  200  fishing  boats  have  been  engaged.  Of  these 
nearly  180  belong  to  Lowestoft  and  Yarmouth,  forty  to 
Penzance  and  Mount's  Bay,  and  about  a  dozen  or  more  to 
Plymouth.  The  season  has  just  closed,  and  it  will  be 
remembered  as  one  of  the  worst  for  some  time. 


->♦»♦<- 


Johnstone  Yeakdley, pit  inspector;  Henry  Yeardley, 
miner  ;  and  William  Watson,  miner,  all  residing  at  Fair- 
field, Lassodie,  were  charged  at  Dunfermline  last  week 
with  having,  on  June  15,  wilfully  taken  or  attempted 
to  take  fish  from  Lochfitty  Burn,  by  putting  a  lighted 
fuse  or  other  explosive  substance  destructive  to  fish 
in  the  water.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  that 
the  accused  had  been  seen  to  light  a  piece  of  "  strum  " 
in  the  water;  "strum"  is  the  guttapercha  tubing, 
it  was  explained,  used  by  miners  for  blasting  purposes. 
Sentence  of  a  fine  of  ISs.  or  three  days'  imprisonment 
was  imposod,  and  it  was  said  that  the  accused  would  have 
been  let  off  easier  if  they  had  pleaded  guilty. 


In  answer  to  several  inquiries  as  to  fishing  from  piers 
being  allowed  on  Sundays,  the  following  information  has 
been  obtained  : 

Clacton-on-Sea.—"  We  do  not  object  to  fishing  on  the  pier 
on  Sundays,  providing  anglers  do  not  litter  up  the  pier 
with  weed,  &c." — S.  J.  R.  Legerton,  Pier  Master. 
Deal.—"  Fishing  is  allowed  on  Sundays  from  the  pier."— 

John  E,  Lawrence. 
Easlhourne. — "Fishing  is  ■not  allowed  from  any  part  of 

the  pier  on  Sundays."— G.  Sawdie,  Pier  Master. 
Heme  Brtj/ —"  Angling  («  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays."  —  Henry  C.  Jones,  Secretary  to  the 
Herne  Bay  Pier  Co.  Ltd. 
Littlehampton.—"  1  beg  to  say  that  I,  as  harbour  master, 
should  not  object,  except  at  the  East  Pier  (where  there 
are  no  fish).  On  the  western  side  of  the  river  many 
find  good  sport.  Fishing  on  Sundays  is  not  in  the 
least  objected  to." — William  Sewell,  Harbour 
Master. 

Newhaven. — "I  have  no  objection  to  argling  from  our'*^ 
East  Pier  and  Breakwater  on  Sundays,  provided 
anglers  obtain  a  written  perniission  from  me  to  fish." 
— William  Morris,  Harbour  Master. 


It  will  be  useful  to  anglers  who  fish  the  Stour  at  Buraa 
to  know  that  the  G.  E.  R.  have  altered  the  time  of  last 
train  to  London  from  6  to  6,14  p.m.  Dragnet, 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 


Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  RotISm 

NO   CONNECTION    WITH    ANY    OTHER   PERSON   ASSUMING   THE  SAME 


NAME. 


IMPORTANT  CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogdsn  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Cheltenham. 


OAVID  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 


BUET  CANE  SALMON  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres  ;  one 
quality  only,  "  the  best";  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
jpremisea  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  wiU  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


THE  LADY'S  ROD. 

Built  Cane,  two  joints,  9ft.  long,  Universal 
winch  fittings,  spiral   lock  joints,  eteel 
snake  rings,  cedar  handle  and  partition 
case.    Price  £2  2s. 


The  Best  all-round  Rod  for  bottom  fishing 
for  Roach,  Bream,  and  Barbel  is  the 

NEWARK  PERFECTION, 

East  India  cane  butt  and  middle,  two 
greenheart  tops,  balanced  handle,  Uni- 
Tersal  winch  fittings,  and  partition  case 
Price— 10,  11,  or  12  feet, 

21s. 

With  cork  handle,  25s. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free 


ANGLERS !    ANGLERS ! ! 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN   STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 
Is  NOW  Showing  a  Splendid 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lake  ajDd  Trout  Bods  all  pricea.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  30s.  to  603.  each.  Salmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21Jin.,  7s.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  Reels  iu  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton, 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcock  and  Co.'s  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  &c. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


TBADE 


THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresh  Fish. 
15/-per  cwt.,  delivered  England  and  Wales. 

LIVERINE  LIMITED,  GRIMSBY. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Pebbidbnt:  Sir  EDWARD  BIBKBECK,  Bait. 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  S.  and  I..  C.  &  D.  KAIZ.WAYS 

ist  OCTOBER  to  3i8t  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS   AT   nXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

NATURAL  BAIT  ? 

25  TEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish 
taking  a  paste  bait.  Two  colours,  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  ea(Ch,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  iS", 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

UAHVI  rC  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
TlAUIVLLO  Seals'  Far,  Figs'  Wool,  be 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

HAYNES.  NIardyke.  Cork. 


I  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS]  1' ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS 


s 


s 


The  "HAMPSHIRE' 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 

Speciality — 

LIGHTNESS. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Made  in  Five  Qualities. 


The 

"BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD. 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers), 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 

And  at  CARDIFF,  8,  QUEEN  STREET. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  1 1  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERSI 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLO  ON  GONOITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL. 


VISITORS  TO  HENLEY-ON  THAMES 

Should  call  on 

STANLEY  MEAD, 

Fishinf)  Tackle  Dealer  and  Thames  Angler. 
ALL  KINDS  OF  BAIT  KEPT  IN  STOCK. 

Try  S.  M.'s  Rubber  Progs  for  Chubbing, 

Ijost  free,  7d. 

Ziigbt  Punt  Boacb  Bod,  3ft.  balance  handle, 
whole  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings-, winch 
fitted,  9ft.,  weisht  9oz.,  price  4s.  3d. ;  Kljft., 
5s.  6d.    In  hickory  at  the  same  price. 

Hercules  Casts,  3yds.,  fine,  medium,  or 
stout,  8d. 

DUKE  STREET,  HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  enxelope  and  stamps 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TEOUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6b. 

THESE  PLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  tormagniflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fiahing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Pishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omagh,  Irelanl. 


F.  W.  DALE. 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


66 


99 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  Is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  1  guinea;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9ift.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

[la.  6d.  per  doeen. 
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AS  AUTUMN  PASSES  BY. 


The  spring  and  summer  both  are  gone, 

And  withered  are  the  flowers  ; 
The  clouds  are  driving  overhead, ' 

The  gloomy  tempest  lowers. 
Now  swallows  haste  to  other  climes, 

Safe  stored  is  wheat  and  rye ; 
No  bees  are  humming  in  the  limes, 

As  autumn  passes  by. 

The  spiders  weave  their  silken  sti-ands, 

For  elves  to  pass  along; 
And  many  friends  in  distant  lands 

Now  hear  the  angel's  song. 
We  mourn  their  loss,  but,  oh,  'tis  gain, 

For  them  'twas  not  to  die ; 
Above  they  join  the  seraph  strain, 

As  autumn  passes  by. 

No  more  the  groves  are  musical 

With  anthems  from  the  birds. 
As  sweet  a  sound  to  most  of  us 

As  children's  early  words. 
No  more  the  lavrock  soars  above, 

From  earth  to  summer  sky, 
No  longer  coos  the  gentle  dove, 

As  autumn  passes  by. 

But  falling  leaves  drop  sadly  down 

In  dark  and  silent  wood, 
The  very  heavens  wear  a  frown, 

As  man  in  daiksome  mood. 
Yet  here  and  there  a  wondrous  show 

Of  colour  charms  the  eye. 
Some  tree  puts  on  a  crimson  glow. 

As  autumn  passes  by. 

For  every  season  has  its  charm, 

Its  lesson  has  to  teach. 
We  have  allotted  us  our  day, 

Ere  distant  shores  we  reach. 
The  yellow  corn  is  garnered  in. 

The  herdsman  tends  the  kye. 
The  winter  drear  is  drawing  neai- 

As  autumn  passes  by. 

Soon  comes  the  evening  of  our  day. 

We  stand  upon  the  brink 
Of  that  cold  stream  that  all  must  pass 

Yet  from  its  waters  shrink ; 
But  on  the  distant  golden  shore 

There's  many  a  brightening  eye 
Will  watch  for  us,  and  welcome  us 

As  autumn  passes  by. 

And  winter,  too,  for  never  more 

Shall  come  its  blighting  breath, 
That  chilled  the  hearts  of  those  we  loved. 

Nor  pain,  nor  any  death ; 
But  in  those  shining  mansions  fair. 

Above  the  earth  and  sky. 
We'll  meet  the  friends  rejoicing  there 

When  autumn  has  passed  by. 

W.  S.  Bttddicom. 


A  SUMMER  FISHING. 


By  Glenhest. 

Foe  many  days  we  had  scourged  the  lake  and 
cast  angle  into  its  placid  waters.  For  many  days 
the  blazing  sun  had  focussed  his  fiercest  rays  on 
to  the  great  hollow  wherein  lay  the  dhu  lough, 
screened  by  some  of  the  loftiest,  most  glorious 
mountains  of  Mayo.  The  face  of  the  water  was  a 
polished  mirror.  In  the  cool  depths  of  its  reflec- 
tion the  highest  peaks  lay  immersed,  every 
pinnacle  plunging  far  beneath  the  surface,  clear- 
cut  and  beautiful  as  their  towering  originals. 

The  west  wind  which  sweeps  across  the  Atlantic, 
forgetting  for  once  its  haste,  grew  feeble  in 
mid-ocean,  and  ere  it  could  reach  our  Irish  shores 
was  withered  by  the  heat.  Dhxilough  was 
wrapped  in  absolute  calm,  broken  only  by  the 
wake  of  our  boat  as  we  vainly  scanned  the  sleek 
surface  in  quest  of  fishes  to  rise  at  our  idle  flies. 
It  had  been  a  drought  of  long  dui-ation.  To  the 
tourist,  driving  from  scenery  to  scenery  in  the 
"  Bianconi,"  picnicing  with  sketch-block  and 
camera,  or  boating  lazily  in  the  bay,  it  was  a 
summer  of  perfect  serenity;  to  the  angler,  a 
period  of  deepening  melancholy.  The  streams 
were  streams  of  dry  stones  and  naked  boulders. 
Their  troutlets  had  fled  for  safety  to  the  river. 
The  river  was  a  string  of  daily-shrinking  pools 


connected  by  a  tiny  trickle  of  tepid  water.  The 
salmon  had  fled  to  the  sea.  Dhulough,  deep  as 
the  Bens  are  high,  showed  near  two  fathoms 
lower  than  the  normal  mark.  Great  rocks,  on 
whose  rough  sides  the  salmon  were  wont  to  rub 
their  silvery  bodies,  now  stood  out  gaunt  and  bare. 
The  fish  in  this  giant's  cauldron,  affected  by  the 
unkindly  stagnation  of  the  water,  were  sick  and 
sullen. 

But  there  were  "  lashin's  o'  them  in  it  whatever  " 
— lake  trout  of  huge  proportions,  thick-set,  heavy- 
jawed  ;  gillaroo,  with  golden  bellies  and  gizzard- 
insides ;  silver  grilse  and  salmon,  and  white  trout, 
which  not  long  since  had  run  up  strong  and  lively 
from  the  bay.  Thither  would  they  fain  return 
out  of  this  uncomfortable,  simmering  fish-kettle, 
but  retreat  by  way  of  the  failing  river  was  no 
longer  open ;  for,  begad,  the  water  was  very  dry, 
so  perforce  the  salmon  sulked,  and  the  big  brown 
trout  sulked,  and  even  the  little  cheeky  thumb- 
marked  guhhaliawns  sulked  too,  and  if  a  "  gub  " 
goes  in  for  sulking  you  may  know  there  is  cause 
enough. 

Since  the  commencement  of  this  long-planned 
tishing  holiday  we  had  angled  assiduously,  using 
every  expedient  that  might  tempt  the  fish  from 
their  lethargy.  In  aU  we  had  basketed  no  more 
than  haK  a  dozen  fish,  weighing  scarce  a  quarter 
of  a  dozen  pounds.  But  if  sport  was  bad,  the 
scenery  was  good.  Around  us,  sheer  from  the 
water's  edge,  rose  the  ever-glorious  mountains. 
Ragged  craiganes  lay  half  hidden  by  profuse 
clumps  of  purple  heather,  whose  glowing  colour 
tinted  all  the  lower  slopes.  Above,  the  rocks 
grew  steep  and  steeper,  till  at  length  the  little 
black-face  mountaineers  could  find  no  foothold  on 
the  precipitous  clifEs.  Higher  still,  the  grey, 
barren  stone  lay  ragged  and  bleak,  and  always  in 
the  gorgeous  sunlight,  the  mountains  stood 
stately,  clear,  immovable. 

But  at  length  the  scene  whereon  we  gazed 
seemed  itself  to  grow  weary  of  the  reeking  sun- 
shine. The  purple  heath  paled,  the  grass  yellowed, 
the  spongy  mosses  dried  and  crumbled.  The 
very  mountains  trembled  in  a  quivering  haze,  and 
the  white  rocks  stared,  and  the  whole  scenery  was 
parched  and  dull.  We,  too,  in  the  boat  grew 
listless,  creeping  along  in  the  shadows  of  Ben 
Gorm.  But  shame  conquered  inclination,  and  we 
persevered  in  our  angling.  Late  and  early  we 
fished,  early  and  late.  To-night  we  sat  in  the 
tiny  smoking-room  and  in  moody  silence  packed 
up  rod  and  reel  and  fly  book.  We  had  taken  the 
last  cast.  The  car  had  been  "  sent  on  account  " 
to  come  in  the  morning,  and  a  turf  cart  for  the 
luggage,  and  there  was  a  "  boat  taken  "  to  ferry 
us  across  the  bay. 

We  had  fished  late  this  evening,  tempting  and 
suading  with  every  manner  of  device.  They 
stirred  not  at  all.  The  shadows  had  fallen  ere 
we  groped  our  way  along  the  luxuriant  fuchsia 
hedge  and  up  the  little  limestone  path — slow- 
footed,  heavy  with  failure.*  At  the  door  our  old 
housekeeper  met  us  —  kindly,  buxom,  thick- 
brogued  Mary  O'Donnell — and  in  sympathetic 
tones,  as  anticipating  the  inevitable  reply,  asked 
our  sport.  For  answer  the  hungry  creel  stared 
at  her  in  empty  eloquence. 

So  we  supped,  and  having  supped,  lit  pipes  and 
thought  it  over.  Well,  we  had  enjoyed  a  great 
holiday  after  all.  The  blue  mountains  had  never 
looked  more  magnificent — from  the  pass  you 
could  see  the  Twelve  Pins  away  south — or  the 
bay  more  serenely  fair.    We  had  swept  our  brains 

of  oflice  cobwebs  and  collected  ;  oh,  but  those 

last  three  days  when  the  sun  ceased  to  be  splendid 
and  became  garish,  when  the  lough  seemed  to  be 
weighted  with  oil  and  unhealthiness.  As  for 
salmon  and  trout,  we  had  done  our  best ;  we  had 
fished  all  day  and  every  day,  early  and  late. 
Then  some  one,  half  timidly,  thought  we  hadn't 
tried  very  early :  "  Not  really  early,  you  know, 
you  fellows.  We  might  try  'em  at  dawn  to- 
morrow." Dawn — it  was  quite  cool  at  dawn  this 
morning.  I  stood  at  my  window  in  the  half 
darkness,  filling  my  lungs  with  deep  draughts  of 
the  delicious  air.  There  I  waited  to  see  the  dawn 
arrive.  The  fuchsias  and  hydrangeas  looked 
quite  fresh,  and  a  sweetness  of  mignonette 
floated  up  from  the  little  flower-bed  near  the 
porch.  Yes,  by  all  means,  let's  fish  at  dawn  to- 
morrow.   They  must  stir  then. 

At  three  o'clock  we  were  wakened  out  of  sleep 
by  Thady,  who  had  watched  the  night.  He  was 
heavy-eyed,   but  eager.  "  Come    on  now,  yer 


honour ;  its  bringing  them  out  of  it  ye'll  be."  It 
was  quite  dark.  I  looked  from  my  lattice  over 
the  lough.  Not  a  breath  stirred.  The  sky  was 
black  as  the  water,  the  water  black  as  the  Ben. 
But,  as  I  watched,  the  blackness  grew  thinner 
over  the  east,  the  darkness  seemed  less  opaque, 
and  a  cold  circle  of  grey  spread  slowly  over  the 
vault. 

We  were  soon  downstairs,  and  out  of  doors,  and 
made  our  way  past  the  fragrant  mignonette  and 
the  tall  fuchsia  hedge — and  so  to  the  water-side. 
A  glimmer  hesitated  on  the  surface  of  the  dhu 
lough.  On  the  further  side  you  could  distinguish 
the  big  glen  that  runs  into  Muilrea — just  a  wedge 
of  blackness  more  intense.  Swiftly  and  evenly  the 
dark  grey  pales.  Glance  down  at  the  water.  It 
shines  with  a  curious  gleam  of  pink.  Lift  your 
eyes,  and  you  see  the  heavens  are  flushed  with 
red,  and  a  bank  of  heavy  clouds  form  a  rich 
purple  canopy,  fading  upwards  by  imperceptible 
gradations  into  the  intense  blue  of  morning 
twilight. 

Suddenly  along  the  ridge  appears  a  narrow  belt 
of  brilliant  gold,  spreading  swiftly  on  either  hand, 
while  the  cloud  bank  is  streaked  with  vivid 
crimson.  A  gentle  breeze  comes  trailing  across 
the  lough — the  first  sweet,  cool  breath  of  morn- 
ing. We  stood  on  a  great  flat  slab  of  rock  which 
juts  out  from  the  shore.  The  water  was  kissing 
its  edges,  and  the  tiny  waves  beat  against  it  with 
diminutive  insolence.  The  aspens  above  us  and 
the  black  alders  shivered  as  a  small  murky  cloud 
seemed  suddenly  to  expand  and  a  few  big  drops 
of  rain  pattered  on  the  rock,  and  a  ehort,  strong 
giist  of  wind  struck  us.  For  a  moment  the  morn- 
ing seems  chill  and  cheerless.  But  the  cloud  passes, 
and  now  you  can  see  clearly  the  rays  which 
herald  the  coming  glory  shooting  upwards  and 
sweeping  away  the  last  faint  trace  of  red  and 
purple.  The  sun  has  come  rapidly,  but  now  he 
seems  to  hesitate  as  though  some  power  were 
striving  to  hold  him  back.  Sudden  and  swift  he 
struggles  through  unseen  bonds,  and  it  is  day. 
You  have  scarce  seen  the  upper  dazzling  edge  of 
his  disc  when  lo  !  he  is  clear  above  the  horizon.  A 
streak  of  filmy  cloud  shoots  across  his  face  and 
is  gone.  Across  the  cool  waters  the  breeze 
sweeps  ripples  of  pure  gold. 

So  we  stepped  into  our  boat  and  rowed  away, 
and  commenced  our  dawn  fishing.  In  the  half 
light  we  had  seen  and  heard  the  fish  rising  all 
around  the  slab  of  rock.  During  those  last  few 
chilly  minutes  before  the  sun  rose  the  trout  had 
seemed  mad  with  life.  In  pure  joy  of  the 
morning  they  rose  and  leapt  and  splashed.  Here 
a  big  brown  trout  comes  to  the  surface  and  rolls 
over  like  a  porpoise.  There  a  lithe  grilse  hurls 
himself  two  feet  out  of  water  and  falls  back  with 
a  resounding  splash.  Everywhere  the  frisky  little 
gubbahawns  jumped  for  glee,  and  while  we 
watched  two  salmon,  three,  four,  five  salmon, 
broke  the  water  boisterously. 

As  we  pushed  off,  the  surface  was  still  marked 
with  circles  within  circles  innumerable  as  the 
trout  rose  around  us.  Flies  were  speedily  out, 
and  speedily  a  white  trout  seized  my  dropper. 
In  a  minute  he  lay  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  a 
first  result  of  our  early-rising  experiment.  A  few 
more  rises  gave  us  courage,  and  at  Thady's 
earnest  request  we  decided  to  try  the  eastern 
drift.  Changing  flies  for  phantoms,  we  started 
on  the  two  mile  row  across  the  lough.  Great  lake 
trout  never  look  at  a  fly,  but  a  6in.  spinning  bait 
will  often  fetch  them  out  o'  that.  Dhulough 
holds  very  big  trout,  and  the  laziness  of  trolling 
favours  dreams  of  monster  fish — 15-pounders, 
20-pounders.  As  you  quietly  sit  in  the  stem,  rod 
in  hand,  you  are  aU  the  while  expectant  of  a 
struggle  with  the  largest  fish  that  ever  was  hooked 
out  of  the  lake.  "  I  have  him,"  prematurely 
shouts  The  Other  Rod,  as  his  top  bends  suddenly 
and  his  reel  sings  merrily.  In  a  twinkling  does 
Thaddeus  twist  the  boat  round  with  a  jerk  of  the 
oars,  and  we  are  following  the  line.  Now  he 
turns,  heading  straight  for  us.  The  Other  Rod 
must  needs  wind  briskly,  while  the  old  boatman 
manoeuvres  the  boat  against  the  trout.  For  some 
ten  minutes  the  reel  sings  and  checks  alternately, 
till  at  length  the  fish  is  dragged  near  the  boat. 
Ready  with  the  net — "  aisy  now,  yer  honour  " — 
with  a  sudden  terrified  spurt,  the  plucky  fellow 
dashes  away  with  SOyds.  of  line.  It  is  a  final 
effort,  and  he  comes  in  quietly  enough,  turning 
wearily  on  his  side,  as  if  to  meet  the  net.  "  More 
power  to  yer  honour,  sorr  !  "    Not  a  "  monster,' 
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Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  14} ;  la.  6d. 
Hampton  Wiok  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14}  j  1b.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37;  3a.  lld. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  EsBex,  26} ;  2s.  l}d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  HertB,  27};  2s.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17} ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield  Pe VEREL(Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Hatwabds  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4b. 
Hevbr  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Babnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11} ;  Is. 
Hbnlbt  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  3.5};  3s.  94. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24};  28.  6d. 
HiLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88} ;  6s.  10}d. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORSTKD  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Suaaex,  36};  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9a.  6d. 

Huntingdon  (Ouae),  E,  Hunts,  S8|;  6s.  2d 
Irohesteb  (Ouse),  (j,  Northampton,  61 ;  68.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42};  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2b.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82} ;  68.  ll}d. 
Langford   Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A. 

Essex,  44 ;  3s.  3}d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Buoka,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32\ ;  3a.  5d. 
Leathbrhbad  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19};  2« 
Lbighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
LiNGFlBLD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28 ;  28.  8d. 
Littlepobt  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  68.  5d. 
Loughton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  0}d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61};  5s.  2}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Wareney),  A,  Suffolk,  117} ;  10b, 
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A.  Great  Eastern  (LiTerpool  Street).  E. 
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Map  shows  the  18  neit  stations. 


MaidbnhbAD  (Thamaa),  B,  Barks,  24};  2a.  «d. 

Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  3s.  3d. 

Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  a,  Essex;  38  2d. 

Manningtrbb  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  5s.  OJd. 

March  (Nene,  Ac),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  68.  4d. 

Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23;  2a. 

Mark's  Tet  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  3a.  ll}d. 

Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6a. 

Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  6s.  4}d. 

MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i ;  5s.  Id. 

Nbw  Barnkt  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 

Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42^ :  3s.  5d. 

North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 

North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19J;  la.  8d. 

Oakley  (Ouse),  Q,  Beds,  52^ ;  58.  4d. 

Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55};  6b.  lOd. 

Onoab  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22 ;  la.  ll}d. 

Oxted  (Eden),  0  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  28.  Id. 

Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31  J;  4a. 

Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41};  4l.  4d. 

Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 

Bonder's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 

Potter's  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12};  Is.  Sd. 

Pdlbobough   (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  8b.  (By 
Eldridge's  excursions, 2a.  6d). 

Eadlbtt  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3a.  9d. 

Red  Hill  (Lakes),  0  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  28. 
Biokmanswobth  (Colne),  H  I,  Herta,  22} ;  la.  »d. 
Boydon  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
BUOGWIOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4s.  2d. 
Eye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  Is.Sd. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  43. 7d. 
Sawbridqbwobth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2b.  S}<t. 
Sblham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58 ;  58.  6d. 
Shalfobd  (Wey),  0,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55 ;  5s.  9d. 
Sheffobd  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87;  5s. 
Shblford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55 ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20};  Is.  8d. 
Sheppkbton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18};  2a. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18};  la.  lld. 
SoUTHMlNSTEB,  A,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middleaex,  19};  2a. 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29};  2s.  6}d. 
StansteAD  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33 ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Cokie),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2b.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  la.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouee),  E,  Hunts,  51};  58.  5d. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucka,  37;  Ss.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58};  48.  ll}d. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22};  28.  4d 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47};  4s.  lld. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  58.  2d. 
Thbydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  la.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29;  3s. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  4s.  Id. 
Tbing  (Beservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31};  38.  4d. 
TUNBRIDGB  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Tw  /FORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  38.  3d. 
Uxbbidge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15};  Is.  7d. 
ViRGlNLi  Water  (Thames),  D,B9rks,  23;  28. 6d 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17 ;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  la.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herta,  22};  Is.  lld. 
WATERBEaoh  (Cam),  a,  Cambs,  61;  5s.  2d. 
Watbringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  48. 
Wbndovkr,  I,  Bucks,  33} ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Cobie),  B,  Middlesex,  13} ;  Is.  Sd. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45 ;  4a.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  32} ;  2s.  9}d. 
Wbybbidge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2a. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  4s.  2d. 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2b.  2d. 
WiDFOBD  (Ash),  A.Herts,  24;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21} ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3a.  3}d. 
Woking  (Bas'ngatke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24} ;  2s. 6d. 
WOODHAM  Fereis  (Crouch),  a,  Essex,  31;  2a.  7d. 
Wraysbury (Thms.  <fc Colne), D,Bucka,21|;  28.3d. 
W  OXHAM  (BroadB,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  122} ;  lOa. 
Talding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38} 4b. 
Yarmouth  (Bure.  Ac.).  A.  Norftlk,  121;  ino 


but  a  great  lake  trout  of  some  51b.  weight,  brown 
and  yellow  and  golden,  spotted  red  and  black, 
with  a  great  shoulder  and  a  small  head.  With 
a  sigh  of  thanksgiving,  we  resume  our  course  for 
the  eastern  drift. 

The  eastern  shores  of  Dhulough  are  wild  and 
picturesque.  Above  you  frown  the  heights  of 
MuUrea,  a  "great  lump  o'  a  mountain,"  whose 
barren  crags  are  the  haunt  of  ravens  and  golden 
eagles.  On  the  lower  slopes  are  scattered  a 
disorderly  confusion  of  boulders  and  heather, 
craigdnes  and  bracken,  scarred  with  the  ravines  of 
innumerable  streamlets.  Immediately  above  the 
water's  edge  rises  a  line  of  low  cliffs,  very  steep, 
very  ragged,  broken  only  by  the  deep -cut  gullies 
whereby  the  mountain  waters  escape  into  the  lake. 
The  drift  which  lies  beneath  these  little  cliffs  was 
always  a  favourite  of  ours  as  the  recognised 
domain  of  the  finest  white  trout  in  the  barony. 
Here  we  fished,  one  from  the  stern  shorewards, 
one  outwards  from  the  bows.  For  a  while  nothing 
stirs ;  then  the  other  rod  hooks  a  fish.  "  Hooroo, 
Pat !  "  screams  Thady,  as  he  slips  the  net  under  a 
21b.  white  trout.  The  ejaculatory  invocation  of 
our  patron  saint  of  blessed  memory  results  in  an 
immediate  rise  of  fish.  In  four  successive  casts  I 
lift  four  fish.  My  comrade  touches  another.  I 
slay  a  J-pounder  and  lose  a  brown  trout.  We  are 
drifting  past  the  Otter  Rock,  a  favourite  habitat 


of  large  fins,  despite  its  ill-omened  name.  I  stop 
whipping,  that  I  may  watch  my  friend.  His  fly 
falls  lightly  beside  the  point  of  the  rock;  the 
water  breaks  with  a  mighty  splash,  and  the  reel 
whistles  enthusiastically  as  a  salmon  dashes  away 
with  the  line.  Salmon  at  last !  All  the  failure 
of  the  week  vanishes.  The  Other  Rod,  flushed 
with  excitement,  can  scarce  play  for  sheer  terror 
at  the  possibility  of  losing  him.  Thady  has 
relapsed  into  a  hopeless  silence.  We  both  watch 
breathlessly.  About  20yds.  from  us  the  fish  leaps 
high  out  of  water — gone !  No,  back  to  the  boat 
he  rushes,  and  his  captor  reels  up  madly,  while 
Thady  pulls  away  with  all  the  strength  of  his  old 
back.  Out  into  the  middle  of  the  lough  and  back 
again  we  follow  the  strength  of  Salmo  salar. 
There  ensues  a  complication  among  some  weed- 
fringed  rocks,  a  couple  of  mad  jumps,  a  frantic 
rush — and  the  rest  is  easy.  He  lets  himself  be 
drawn  to  the  boat,  and  after  a  few  feeble  twists 
and  a  weary  splash  of  his  muscular  tail,  the  keen 
gaff  is  buried  in  his  shoulder,  and  he  is  hoisted 
in-board. 

Here  was  the  reward  of  patience  (exemplified 
thi-oughout  the  week),  the  crown  of  virtue  (as 
evinced  by  our  early  rising),  and  unlooked-for 
victory,  won  by  a  forlorn  hope. 

I  shall  never  lose  the  memory  of  those  few 
minutes — the  mad  excitement  at  the  rise,  the 


breathless  period  of  the  play,  the  agony  of 
apprehension,  the  triumph,  the  reaction.  The 
rise  went  off  as  it  had  come  on,  for  the  sun 
was  now  high  above  the  mountains,  and  the 
morning  breeze  was  dead.  For  another  hour 
we  fished  with  slackened  nerves,  and  caught 
nothing.  Then  we  rowed  back  to  the  house, 
and  proudly  strode  up  the  path  beside  the 
fuchsia  hedge.  Under  the  rose-twined  porch 
stood  Mary  O'Donnell,  busy  over  the  luggage. 
She  asked  our  luck,  mechanically,  without  look- 
ing up  from  her  labels.  For  answer  we  held 
up  before  her  brown  trout,  white  trout,  salmon ! 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Mk.  R.  Bradford,  who  unfortunately  broke  a  muscle 
in  bis  leg  a  fe^  weeks  back,  and  baa  been  unable  to  get 
about  much  since,  made  his  reappearance  at  the  society's 
meeting  on  Monday.  The  members  were  delighted  at 
seeiag  him  out  again,  and  he  was  at  cnce  voted  to  the 
chair,  a  position  which  he  filled  with  his  accustomed 
affabUity  and  courtesy.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  exhibited  half  a 
dozen  roach,  weighing  8ib.  43z  ,  including  a  fine  fish  of 
lib.  14oz.,  caught  in  the  Uxbridge  water.  He  reported 
that  roach  were  feeding  well  at  the  beginning  of  the  week, 
he  having  made  a  very  large  bag,  besides  taking  a  bream 
of  41b.  loz.,  a  brace  of  chub,  and  a  quantity  of  dace  (the 
latter  principally  with  the  fly).  The  fish  were  caught  in 
runs  between  the  weeds,  crust  being  the  killing  bait. 
Nearly  all  the  fish  taken  were  returned  to  the  water.  Mr, 
A.  R.  Matthews  had  done  some  sea  fishing  at  Scarborough 
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THE  "HARDY"  RODS! 

BADEN  POWELL  says: 

I  have  given  away  three  out  of  my  four  other  trout  rods,  keeping  one  only  as  a  stand  by,  for  I  now 
care  to  use  no  other  than  your  little  cane  wonder. 

1  have  used  it  hard  this  past  season  on  all  kinds  of  trout,  including  sea  trout,  and  say  it  is  perfect 
in  action,  balance,  and  power. 

The  screw  joint  1  swear  by  and  not  at;  and  the  winch  and  its  fitting  are  simple,  yet  effective.  The  cork 
handle  is  the  best  1  have  ever  had  hold  of,  especially  when  fishing  in  wet  weather  or  cold  winds. 

Judging  from  the  killing  powers  of  this  little  10ft.  rod  on  heavy  fighting  trout,  I  think  it  the  most  effective 
rod  I  have  yet  handled;  it  has  not  even  yet  cracked  its  varnish,  though  it  has  seen  hard  work  in  plenty. 

THE  FIELD  says :  "  It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy  we 
have  achieved  as  Rod  Makers.  .  .  .  They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind." 


HARDY'S   AT  PARIS  EXHIBITION. 


LARGE  ILLDSTRATED  CATALOfiDE  FREE! 

HARDY  BRilL  ALNWICK 

London  Branch :  61,  PALL  MALL ; 

MANCHESTER  BRANCH:  12  to  14,  hoult  street :  EDINBURGH  BRANCH :  6,  south  ST.  DATID  STREET. 
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and  fresh-water  angling  at  Hertford  and  Virginia  Water. 
He  had  only  had  indifferent  sport  amongst  coarse  fish.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Fletcher  told  an  amusing  tale  of  ohubbing  with 
cherries  on  the  Kennet.  He  used  up  a  whole  pound  of  the 
luecions  fruit,  but  did  not  get  a  single  chub.  He  did  not 
mention,  however,  whether  he  used  all  the  cherries  for 
bait  or  assisted  himself  to  dispose  of  some  of  them.  In 
one  day  he  had  seven  different  kinds  of  fish — roach,  trout, 
grayling,  &c.  He  also  had  a  brace  and  a  half  of  Lambourne 
trout  and  a  small  Kennet  fish.  Mr.  E.  M.  Mayes  spoke  of 
a  visit  he  hid  paid  to  the  new  water  at  Hungerford  taken 
by  the  proprietor  of  the  Bear  Hotel.  Mr.  Mayes  stated 
that  the  fishing  was  in  the  river  Whitton,  not  Kennet  nor 
Dun.  He  took  two  and  a  half  brace  of  sizeable  trout,  but 
some  of  them  were  of  a  deep  brown  bronze  colour  without 
a  single  spot  on  them.  He  understood  that  this  was  a 
particular  variety  of  trout  called  the  Thormham  trout,  but 
upon  this  point  members  would  be  glad  of  some  further 
information.  The  water,  Mr.  Mayes  added,  was  a 
facsimile  of  the  Moors  stream  which  the  society  formerly 
held  at  Thatcham.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had  a  brace  of  good 
chub  at  Pangbourne,  also  perch  and  pike,  but  no  trout. 
Mr.  W.  Edmonds  had  trout  from  Devonshire ;  and  Mr. 
C.  H  Bywaters,  trout  from  the  Lambourne.  Members 
are  reminded  that  the  half-yearly  meeting  will  take  place 
on  Monday  next  at  the  Holborn,  The  chair  will  be  taken 
at  eight  o'clock.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesdiy,  July  11,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  A.  Mignot  in  the  chair,  report  from  the 
society's  agent  at  Southend  and  Margate  were  read.  The 
following  experiences  were  then  given  by  members :  Mr. 
Graham,  fishing  at  Southend,  took  a  nice  lot  of  pouting, 
average  weight  about  ^Ib. ;  also  several  dozen  smelt.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  society's  agent  at  Margate 
stating  that  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  on  July  10,  took  a  bass 
weighing  151b.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  and 
usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  closed  the 
meeting.  Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  Eldred  occupied  the  chair  at  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last.  There  was  not  a  large  attendance  of 
members,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  pleasant  weather  now 
prevailing.  The  fishing  experiences  of  those  present  were 
very  satisfactory.  There  seems  to  be  an  abnormal  growth 
of  weeds  this  year.  One  of  our  friends,  fishing  in  Lincoln- 
shire, found  tne  river  Welland  choked  up  with  weeds  and 
the  waters  kept  up  some  2ft.  above  normal  level  by  the 
accumulation  of  weeds.  I  have  this  Wednesday  looked 
over  the  whole  of  the  society's  water  at  Kelvedon,  and 
there  found  a  great  growth  of  weeds.  Swims  that  I  fished 
in  February  and  March  last  are  grown  over  with  weeds, 
and  are  quite  unfishable ;  in  fact,  there  is  one  stretch  of 
some  300yds.  or  400yd3.  without  a  clear  swim  in  it._  Other 
parts  of  the  river  are  in  nice  condition.  The  hay  in  most 
parts  is  cut,  and  some  very  comfortable  swims  to  be  found, 
especially  in  the  upper  water.  I  had  a  few  nice  roach  in 
an  hour  or  so,  and  the  last  train  returning  to  town  at  9.50 
allows  of  a  full  evening's  fishing.  Mr.  Tayler  was  at 
Chesham,  but  found  the  water  thick.  Mr.  Emery  had  a, 
brace  of  trout  a  little  over  lib.  each,  and  on  another  visit 
two  brace,  also  several  trout  from  Farningham.  Mr. 
Hicks  had  a  trout  of  14in.  Mr.  Gill,  three  trout,  from 
Cheeham,  lib.  4oz.,  lib.  2oz.,  and  lib.  loz.  Mr.  Eldred, 
one  trout  of  14in.,  another  13in.,  and  on  Saturday  last  one 
of  lib.  4oz.  Mr.  Close,  chub,  from  the  Kennett.  Mr. 
Connellan,  dace,  from  Hertford.  Mr.  Gibson,  some  two 
dozen  roach,  with  the  fly,  in  Lincolnshire.  Mr.  Barten, 
at  Newhaven,  had  but  poor  sport.  _Mr.  James  Tayler 
presented  a  photograph  of  the  competitors  in  this  year's 
National  Angling  Club  Competition  at  Lochleven.  The 
usual  toasts  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.    Hon.  Sec. 


COUNTY  PALATINE  ANGLERS'  ASSO- 
CIATION. 
CHALLENGE  CUP  COMPETITION. 
The  second  annual  contest  for  the  "Silver  Grid" 
challenge  cup  took  place  under  favourable  circumstances 
on  Saturday  last  in  the  Macclesfield  Canal  at  Poynton. 
The  entry  was  a  remarkably  good  one,  fifty-three  clubs 
taking  part,  and  the  total  competitors  numbered  318,  the 
teams  consisting  of  six  each.  The  contest  lasted  from 
4  p.m.  to  6  p.m.,  and  fish  were  plentiful,  although  on  the 
small  side.  C.  H.  Prax,  Esq.,  the  donor  of  the  cup,  ably 
officiated  as  referee.  The  result  was  declared  the  same 
evening,  and  last  year's  runners  up,  the  Salford  Friendly, 
proved  to  be  the  winners  with  an  aggregate  weight  of 
lib.  12oz.  14Jdr.  The  Old  House  at  Home  (Salford)  were 
a  good  second  with  lib.  9oz.  OJdr.,  and  the  Hulme_  Wel- 
come third  with  lib.  8dr.  Each  member  of  the  winning 
team  takes  a  medal,  and  medals  for  the  heaviest  individual 
weights  were  won  by  the  following  :  1st,  F.  Clark  (Salford), 
lib.  3dr. ;  2nd,  R.  Pendlebury  (Old  House  at  Home), 
13oz.  6dr. ;  3rd,  E.  Mason  (Boathouse),  12oz. ;  4th,  W. 
Dyson  (Huime  Welcome),  lloz.  3dr.  C.  Jones  (Clarendon) 
takes  the  special  prize  for  heaviest  fish,  weight  8oz.  13dr. 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  clubs  weighed-in,  and  they 
finished  in  the  following  order  :  4,  Twelve,  lib.  2Jdr. ;  5, 
Cadishead  and  Irlam,  13oz.  Sir. ;  6,  Buckley  Arms, 
13oz.  5idr. ;  7,  Royal ;  8,  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and 
Clayton;  9,  Clarendon;  10,  Hulme  Crown;  11,  Stag;  12, 
Pendleton ;  13,  Stockport  County ;  14,  Gtood  Intent 
(Manchester);  15,  Hulme  Ellesmere;  16,  Dukinfield 
Waltonims;  17,  Ye  Olde  Edgeley ;  18,  Moss  Side  Socials; 
19,  Sun;  20,  Beswiok  and  District;  21,  Wellington;  22, 


Stockport  Waltonians;  23,  Cornbrook ;  24.  Openshaw 
Central ;  25,  Hanging  Gate  ;  26,  Baldwin  ;  27,  Eomiley  ; 
28,  Cricketers'  Rest ;  29,  Clayton  Ramblers  ;  30,  Victoria ; 
31,  Brothers  Well  Met;  32,  Good  Intent  (Hollinwood) ; 
33,  George ;  34,  Sale  ;  35,  Duke  of  Cambridge  ;  36,  Brad- 
ford Total  Abstinence;  37  and  38,  Levenshulme  and  Ben 
Brierley;  39.  Boathouse ;  40,  Lancaster;  41,  Brookfield; 
42  and  43,  Good  Intent  (Ashton-under-Lyne)  and  High 
Peak ;  44,  Horse  Shoe ;  45,  Heaton  Norris ;  46,  Bank  of 
England ;  47,  Buokland.  Tom  Driver. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

2193.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  A.  V.  Chaplin,  Cali- 
fornia, U.S.  America.  "  Relates  to  reels  and 
winches."  The  drum  rotates  on  a  shaft  upon 
which  is  fixed  a  ratchet-wheel  fitting  inside  a 
recessed  ratchet,  with  which  it  engages  by  a 
pawl.  On  the  shaft  fixed  across  the  drum  is 
coiled  a  spring,  one  end  of  which  is  attached  to 
a  pawl,  and  the  other  to  a  ratchet,  which,  after 
the  spring  has  been  wound  up  by  a  button,  is 
prevented  from  rotating  by  a  lever  pawl.  In 
this  way  the  pressure  of  the  pawl  upon  the 
ratchet  can  be  regulated  according  to  the  size 
and  strength  of  the  fish  being  played.  When 
the  line  is  running  out,  the  ratchet  is  looked  by 
the  pawl,  so  that  the  pawl  rides  over  the  teeth. 
In  the  opposite  directions  the  drum  and  ratchet 
are  locked  by  the  pawl. 

3733.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  A.  Hemsted,  Lower 
Shuckburgh  Vicarage,  Daventry ;.  relates  to 
artificial  bait.  Each  fin  is  made  separately, 
and  with  a  washer  projecting  at  right  angles. 
The  fin  is  attached  by  slipping  this  washer  over 
a  pivot  turned  on  the  shoulder  of  the  bait  and 
then  rivetting  it  down.  The  washer  is_  ham- 
mered to  a  slight  ellipse  in  plan,  so  that  it  can 
be  jammed  in  the  annular  recess  of  varying 
depth  around  the  pivot. 

4858.  Fishing.  Patentee :  S.  Allcock,  of  Standard 
Works,  Redditch.  Artificial  bait  of  the  spiral 
type  is  mounted  upon  a  wire  instead  of  gut  or 
gimp,  with  end  and  intermediate  loops  for  the 
attachment  of  hooks. 
11,460.  Samuel  Allcock,  Standard  Works,  Redditch. 
"  Improved  box  for  holding  live  insects  or 
maggots  for  fishing  purposes." 

5113.  Drying  fish,  &c.  Patentee  :  Mr.  H.  Smethurst, 
Fish  Docks,  Grimsby ;  relates  to  a  kiln  for 
drying  fish.  Two  drying  chambers  have  a  fire- 
place placed  between  them,  and  the  hot  gases 
circulate  round  flues  to  a  o  antral  chimney  so 
that  the  air  in  the  air  passages  is  heated.  The 
air  passages  heat  the  contents  of  the  drying 
chambers,  which  can  be  used  alternately  or 
together.  The  air  in  the  drying  chambers  is 
caused  to  circulate  by  a  fan  or  by  providing 
suitable  openings  in  the  walls. 


PROPOSED  MEMORIAL  WINDOW  TO 
IZAAK  WALTON  IN  WINCHESTER 
CATHEDRAL. 
There  must  be  comparatively  few  to  whom  the  great 
cathedral  of  Winchester  is  not  something  more  than  a 
name,  and  amongst  the  many  to  whom  its  sacred  and 
venerable  associations  appeal  most  strongly,  certainly  not 
least  must  be  reckoned  the  brethren  of  the  gentle  craft  of 
anglers,  for  Izaak  Walton,  "  well  known  and  as  well 
beloved  of  all  good  men,"  lies  buried  within  its  sacred 
walls,  and  city  and  cathedral  alike  are  redolent  of  his 
memories.  The  church  has  a  beautiful  mural  memorial 
of  the  late  Francis  Francis,  so  well  known  in  all  lands  as 
a  writer  on  angling  matters,  and  a  statuette  in  the  reredos 
commemorates  the  memory  of  Walton ;  but  it  is  his 
burial  place  which  must  appeal  to  all  as  the  most 
appropriate  spot  to  be  made  his  memorial  to  all  generations 
of  anglers.  Winchester  Cathedral  has  been  fortunate  that 
in  the  transepts  the  piers  and  arches  of  the  Norman  archi- 
tects have  remained  in  their  original  solemn  grandeur, 
save  that  the  eastern  aisle  of  the  south  transept  has  been 
divided  to  make  two  chapels  or  chantries,  each  having  a 
screen  in  the  perpendicular  style.  In  one  of  these  chapels 
rest  the  mortal  remains  of  Walton,  and  the  surroundings 
are  as  varied  as  they  are  beautiful.  Thus  the  sun  falls 
on  the  tomb  through  a  fine  decorated  window  inserted 
in  the  Norman  wall,  the  Norman  groining  is  its  canopy, 
and  it  is  shut  in  from  the  transept  by  Prior  Silkstead's 
elegant  perpendicular  screen,  and  around  stand  presses 
for  vestments  as  old,  or  older  than  the  time  of  "  our  aged 
sire,"  who  in  life  spent  the  evening  thereof  in  the  close, 
enjoying  his  literary  and  his  piscatorial  pursuits,  till,  in 
the  old  residence  of  his  friends.  Prebendary  Hawkins  and 
Ken,  he  fell  asleep.  The  house  is  gone,  but  his  summer- 
house  and  its  surroundings,  with  "the  fishful  stream," 
remain  in  the  garden  of  the  deanery.  Doubtless  the 
whole  angling  fraternity  desire  that  Walton  should  be 
honoured  in  this  chapel  of  Silkstead  with  a  shrine  worthy 
of  himself.  In  these  days,  when  fishing  is  more  than  ever 
popular,  such  a  memorial  should  be  easily  attained, 
especially  as  recently  the  dean  and  chapter  have  set  apart 
a  certain  sum  for  the  repair  and  improvements  of  the 
chapel,  so  that  the  window  alone  needs  suitable  glass  in 
which  Walton  could  be  commemorated.  The  cost  of  such 
an  artistic  adjunct,  which  would  not  exceed  £400,  ought 
to  be  easily  raised  by  theaagling  fraternity.   The  inscrip- 


tion on  the  slab  underneath  which  Walton  lies  buried  is 
in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation,  although  generations  of 
vicars  choral  and  choristers  have  trodden  over  it. 

We  j  )in  in  the  hope  expressed  by  the  promoters  of  this 
memoiial  that  the  chapel  where  Walton  rests  may,  under 
the  good  Dean  of  Winchester,  be  made  beautiful  by  the 
addition  of  this  window,  placed  in  the  chapel  by  the 
anglers  of  the  British  Isles,  "  followers  of  the  grand  old 
master  of  the  craft."  The  project  is  cordially  approved 
by  the  Dean  of  Winchester,  the  only  condition  which  he 
makes  being  that  the  work  shall  be  intrusted  to  Mr.  C.  K. 
Kempe,  an  artist  who  has  already  executed  three  beautiful 
windows  in  the  cathedral  and  has  two  more  in  hand,  one 
to  be  a  memorial  to  Jane  Austen,  the  novelist,  and  the 
other  to  commemorate  the  centenary  of  the  Rifle  Brigade. 
A  number  of  excellent  photographs  have  been  taken  and 
presented  to  the  fund  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Green,  of  Winchester. 
One  of  them  is  a  novel  view  of  the  little  stream  in  the 
Deanery  garden  where  it  is  believed  Walton  was 
accustomed  to  angle.  Contributions  to  the  proposed 
memorial  may  be  forwarded  either  to  the  very  Rev.  the 
Dean  of  Winchester,  or  to  Mr.  F.  Bowker,  17,  Soutbgate- 
street,  Winchester.  The  latter  has  kindly  consented  to 
act  as  hon.  treasurer  of  the  fund. — The  Field. 

[We  are  delighted  to  see  from  the  Field  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  put  up  a  Walton  memorial  window  in  Winchester 
Cathedral.  Thanks  to  the  subscriptions  we  received 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  we  were  able  some  years  ago 
to  get  a  statue  of  Izaak  Walton  added  to  those  in  the 
great  screen  at  Winchester  Cathedral,  and  also  put  up  a 
fine  stained  glass  memorial  window  and  marble  tablet  in 
St.  Dunstan's  Church,  Fleet  Street,  London  (with  which 
church  Walton  was  so  intimately  connected).  Under 
these  circumstances  we  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair  to 
make  a  special  appeal  to  our  readers  for  another  memorial 
to  Walton,  to  which,  however,  we  shall  be  glad  to  sub- 
scribe, and  give  the  movement  all  the  publicity  we  can. 
Walton  was  not  only  an  angler  and  angling  writer,  he  was 
one  of  the  most  charming  biographers  in  our  or  any 
language,  and  Churchmen  owe  him  a  great  debt  of  grati- 
tude for  his  "  Lives  "  of  eminent  Churchmen,  so  we  trust 
that  the  appeal  for  the  £400  referred  to  by  the  Field  as  the 
sum  required  for  the  window  will  not  be  addressed  solely 
to  anglers.  Also  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Dean  will 
withdraw  hisboycot  of  all  artists  except  Mr.  C.  E.  Kempe. 
— Ed.  Fishing  Qaxette.'] 


iTofes  from  f^c  ^orf^. 

A  RUN  round  the  Edinburgh  tackle  shops  last  week 
revealed  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  the  lack  of  sportsmen 
engaged  at  the  front  trade  has  not  been  so  brisk  these 
many  years  back — not  so  much  with  the  heavier  salmon 
stuff  as  trouting  tackle ;  but  then  Lochleven  has  not  done 
so  well  since  1888.  ____ 

As  predicted  some  weeks  ago,  the  present  summer  is 
proving  a  wet  one,  and  a  grand  season  for  trout  anglers. 
If  the  next  fortnight  yields  as  much  moisture  the  sea  trout 
and  finnock  fishers  will  be  in  their  glory. 

Grilse  are  running  inland  in  very  satisfactory  numbers, 
and  July  salmon  are  also  strongly  in  evidence,  so  that 
everything  points  to  a  revival  of  sport  at  no  distant  date. 
The  autumn  spates,  however,  detdrmine  the  prospects  of 
the  back-end,  and  little  can  be  said  till  after  the  nets  are 
off  in  August  what  they  are  likely  to  be. 

The  ubiquitous  "  Midge  "  is  for  ever  on  the  hunt.  This 
is  his  season,  and  especially  after  a  shower  of  rain,  and  no 
place  like  the  margin  of  a  river.  The  hands,  wrists,  and 
neck  are  his  favourite  bites,  and  he  does  bite  sometimes. 
The  wicked  flea  is  mild  in  comparison,  and  his  remem- 
brance dies  down,  but  the  sting  of  the  Midge,  like  whisky, 
mellows  with  age — and  rubbing. 


The  simplest  and  best  liniment  to  rub  the  part  with  is 
olive  oil  or  olive  oil  and  ammonia,  and,  as  prevention  is 
better  than  cure,  if  the  hands,  face,  and  neck  be  anointed 
before  setting  out  for  the  river  or  lake  the  immunity  from 
attack  is  quite  surprising. 

Daring  the  month  of  June  the  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board's  fishings  fell  away,  as  they  did  everywhere  else. 
The  second  spring  run  of  salmon  has  this  season  proved  a 
dead  failure,  hence  the  drop  from  some  £600  to  £100  on 
the  year's  profits  over  that  of  last  year.  Next  month, 
however,  there  will  be  a  rise. 

A  friend  in  the  North  (Thurso  district)  writes  me  to  say 
that  very  little  salmon  fishing  has  been  done  for  the  past 
six  weeks,  and  that  only  a  few  red  fish  are  in  the  upper 
pools.    But  prospects  are  daily  improving. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Pirie  and  Mrs.  Pirie  entertained  their  tenants 
to  the  number  of  170,  and,  guests  included,  the  company 
numbered  400,  in  their  beautiful  mansion  and  grounds  at 
Dunecht  House,  near  Aberdeen.  Mr.  Pirie  owns  the  loch 
of  Skene,  and  has  it  in  his  mind's  eye  to  kill  off  the  pike 
and  stock  it  with  Loohlevens.  It  is  a  fine  sheet  of  water 
covering  over  three  and  a  half  Equare  miles. 

Mr.  John  Wilson,  of  the  Edinburgh  Evening  News, 
is  the  coming  M.P.  for  the  Elgm-Bnrghs,  and  they  will 
only  honour  themselves  in  honouring  such  a  distiogoished 
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native  of  the  Cathedral  City.  Mr.  Wilson  is  an  expert 
angler,  and  will  be  a  decided  acquisition  to  the  fraternity 
in  the  House.   

Lady  Brooks  has  left  Glentana  for  London,  accompanied 
by  Lady  Francies  Cecil.  For  the  first  time  for  thirty  odd 
years  Glentana,  one  of  the  most  popular  of  country 
houses  in  the  North,  will  be  shut  up,  miless  other  and  as 
wealthy  hands  take  it  up. 

Lord  and  Lady  Playfair  have  left  their  Fintry  (Donside) 
quarters  for  a  tour  in  the  North.  Lady  Playfair  is  an 
expert  angler,  and  has  enjoyed  a  first-class  season  on  the 
Don,  especially  during  the  past  few  weeks.  Salmon  are 
scarce,  but  trout  plentiful. 

The  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  with  a  choice  bit  of  water 
(trouting)  on  the  Deveron,  has  been  bought  by  Mr.  Jas. 
Chisholm,  Bridge  of  Allan,  from  Mr.  Fraser.  The  h  ouse 
is  a  first-class  angling  resort. 

The  Dowager  Countess  Cairns  has  taken  Dalmagavie, 
a  pretty  angling  and  shooting  lodge  on  the  Findhorn,  near 
Tomatin.  The  trout  angling  is  unsurpassed,  and,  being 
high,  is  later  in  the  season  than  most  of  the  other  quarters 
on  that  famous  trouting  stream. 


Dogfish,  at  one  time  the  scourge  of  the  herring  fisher, 
are  now  hardly  to  be  met  with.  A  market  was  found  for 
them,  and  the  ubiquitous  trawler  has  put  them  down. 
Would  that  some  market  could  he  found  for  the  coalfish, 
and  that  they  might  disappear  after  the  same  fashion. 
They  are  at  a  less  discount  now  than  they  were  ten  years 
ago,  and  threaten  our  salmon  supply  as  no  other  living 
enemy  in  the  sea  and  estuary  does.    Special  Scotch. 


[July  14.  1900 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  laat,  at  the 
headquarters ;  Mr.  Coles  presided  and  Mr.  Dance  occupied 
the  vice-chair.    The  first  business  transacted  was  to 
receive  an  appeal  from  a  member  of  the  Cradly  and  Bir- 
mingham Associations  who  appealed  against  the  decision 
of  the  committee  for  expelling  him  for  three  years  for  using 
abusive  and  insulting  language  to  the  railway  officials  at 
Stourport  railway  station  on  May  6  last.    Several  persons 
came  forward  to  speak  for  the  member  in  question,  but 
after  careful  consideration  it  was  decided  to  uphold  the 
decision   of   the  association.     The   balance-sheet  and 
auditors'  report  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30  was  taken  ; 
the  total  number  of  paid-up  members  numbered  6873. 
Two  clubs,    namely,   the  Brdingtcn  and  Smethwick 
Borough,  have  not  paid    their  subscription  and  will 
be  fined  for  neglect.     The  total  amount  to  be  carried 
forward  to  the  credit  of  the  association  was  £143  ISs.  The 
balance-sheet  was  one  of  the  best  ever  placed  before  the 
comnaittee,  and  went  to  show  the  sound  position  the 
association  now  holds.    The  auditors'  report  was  received 
and  adopted.   A  report  was  presented  by  the  secretary, 
and  several  letters  were  read  bearing  upon  the  forthcoming 
annual  contest.   A  telegram  was  also  received  and  read 
from  Messrs.  Morland,  the  brewers  of  Abingdon,  in  which 
they  stated  that  they  had  obtained  the  necessary  per- 
mission for  the  members  to  fish  from  certain  private  lands, 
which  would  be  of  great  service  to  us.  During  the  evening 
we  had  for  our  guest  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  the  vice- 
chairman  of  the  Central  London  Angling  Association.  The 
whole  of  the  committee  were  pleased  to  see  Mr.  Elsmore, 
who  said  that  if  any  of  the  committee  wished  to  visit  his 
association  when  in  London  he  would  be  pleased  to  extend 
ttie  same  courtesy  to  them  as  had  been  given  to  him. 
The  whole  of  our  clubs  are  very  busy  with  their  annual 
contests,  and  although  early  in  the  season  some  dozen 
clubs  have  brought  these  annual  affairs  to  a  successful 
issue.    The  St.  Paul's  Club  fished  their  annual  in  the 
Avon  at  Pershore  on  July  8,  when  108  members  com- 
peted  in  a  three  hours'  contest  under  the  superinten- 
dence of  Mr.  F.  Hughes,  who  acted  as  referee  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all.    Ttie  chief  prize-winners  are  in  the 
order  named :  Mr.  Wallis,  H.  NichoUs,  L.  Allen,  R, 
Wright,  A.  Davis,  P,  Hikton,  W.  Sydenham,  H.  Pee,  and 
W.  Bray ;  the  winner's  weight  was  41b.  12oz.   The  prizes, 
which  are  of  the  value  of  over  £25,  will  be  distributed  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  upon  which  occasion  a  smoking 
concert  will  be  held.    The  Camden  Society  held  their 
annual  on  July  8,  on  the  Severn  at  Bewdley.  About 
mnety  members  competed  under  the  Association  rules  for 
one  of  the  best  arrays  of  prizes  the  club  have  ever 
competed  for.    The  sport  was  of  the  most  miserable 
description,  as  the  winner's  weight  was  only  3oz.  14divt., 
the  fish  taken  to  turn  the  scales  at  this  weight  being  a 
small  eel.    The  following  are  the  prize  winners-  T 
Babbington,  J,  A.  Dance,  F.  SonthaU,  J,  WUliams,  W. 
Southall,  and  Mr.  Boot.   The  prizes  will  be  distributed 
at  the  club's  next  general  meeting  night.    The  Tenby 
Piscatorials  competed  for  their  valuable  silver  challenge 
cup  and  about  £20  worth  of  prizes  on  July  8,  in  the  Avon 
at  Twynmg  Fleet,   About  fifty  members  competed.  No 
fish  under  2oz.  to  weigh.    Mr.  Frank  Wainwright  was 
first,  Mr.  J.  Attwood  was  second,  and  Mr.  H.  Niblett 
ttiird.    The  winner's  weight  was  a  little  over  41b.  9oz. 
The  Salmon  Society  fished  their  contest  on  July  8,  on  the 
Avon  at  Woolaton,  by  permission.   The  members  had  fair 


sport  with  the  bream.  The  first  three  prize  winners  are 
in  the  order  named  :  8,  Reynolds,  T.  Wattes,  and  P. 
O'Loughton.  Fishing  in  the  Severn  has  been  very  quiet, 
as  the  water  is  getting  low  again.  On  the  Avon  the 
bream  and  perch  have  been  biting  freely,  and,  as  the 
Severn  is  fishing  very  badly,  I  should  advise  our  Midland 
anglers  to  give  it  a  rest,  and  turn  their  attention  to  the 
Avon,  We  have  had  a  great  change  in  the  weather  this 
last  two  days.  Summer  has  come  upon  us  all  at  once,  and 
we  are  having  a  spell  of  very  warm  weather,  which  seems 
like  lasting  for  some  time. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  number  of  anglers  from  Sheffield  and  other 
northern  towns  continues  to  increase,  and  for  the  most 
part  they  have  done  very  well  on  the  Fen  waters.  The 
majority  have  disported  themselves  on  the  Witham, 
chiefly  on  the  lower  lengths,  where  bream  are  still  offering 
unlimited  sport  to  the  maggot.  On  the  middle  reaches, 
notably  those  at  Bardney  and  Kirkstead,  sport  is 
improving,  although  it  is  not  quite  so  good  as  it  was  a 
fortnight  ago.  The  Mount  Pleasant,  Hobhole,  and  other 
drains  in  the  Boston  district  also  continue  to  be  exten- 
sively patronised,  and  stones  of  bream  continue  to  be 
captured  on  these  favourite  streams.  Roach  are  now 
beginning  to  feed  pretty  freely,  and  several  weighty 
baskets  of  these  fish  have  recently  been  taken  from  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot.  Some  of  the  best 
specimens  have  scaled  up  to  |lb.  each,  and  paste  has 
proved  the  most  alluring  bait.  Welland  anglers  have 
been  busy  in  the  Deeping  district,  where  roach  and  dace 
have  been  freely  taken.  Although  the  weed  nuisance 
stiU_  exists  on  some  drains,  the  waters  are  gradually 
getting  clearer,  and  with  a  prospect  of  better  weather 
satisfactory  sport  should  be  had  for  some  weeks  to  come. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 


Our  local  river,  the  Hull,  is  in  very  fair  trim  in  some 
parts  for  either  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  but  in  the  tidal 
waters  ledger  fishermen  are  much  annoyed  with  floating 
weeds  from  the  upper  becks  that  have  recently  been  cut; 
nevertheless,  at  some  of  the  bends  and  slack  waters  some 
very  fair  fish  have  been  creeled,  and  in  some  parts  of  the 
upper  waters  some  nice  catches  of  roach  and  dace  have 
been  made  both  with  maggot  and  pearl  barley.    The  fish 
are  running  small,  the  larger  fish,  although  seen  in  shoals, 
refusing  the  bait,  only  one  fish  during  the  past  week  of 
over  lib,  in  weight  being  recorded,  yet  those  that  have 
been  taken  this  week  are  in  much  better  condition  than 
of  late,  but   unfortunately   for   our   local  roaohmen 
some  of  the  best  swims  in  the  upper  waters  are  overgrown 
with  weeds,  cutting  operations  being  much  needed.  On 
Tuesday  Messrs.  J.  Cheeseman  and  G.  B.  Cheeseman  had 
a  nice  lot  of  roach  from  near  Hempholme,  taken  with 
maggot ;  and  below  the  lock,  in  the  Wash,  Mr,  H  Foulds, 
amongst  other  fish,  secured  a  brace  of  nice  trout;  and 
amongst  the  trout  recorded  during  the  past  week,  Mr. 
Geo.  Schofield  took  one  at  Emmotland  that  scaled 
lib.  3ioz,   Roach  fishing  in  the  lower  waters  at  Wawne 
and  Cicey  is  being  pursued  with  a  fair  amount  of  success, 
bat  by  using  paste  the  best  fish  have  been  taken.    On  the 
Lincolnshire  streams  sport  amongst  trout  has  been  very 
fair  during  the  past  week,  especially  with  fly  ;  and  on 
Saturday  last  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Grimsby,  secured  five 
brace  of  nice  trout  in  the  river  Freshney  that  averaged  a 
little  over  Jib.  each.    Sport  on  the  river  Anoholme 
has   been   very   good    during    the    past   week,  the 
river  being  in  grand  condition  for  coarse  fish  angling, 
and  from  the  Brigg,  Appleby,  and  Hookstowe  districts 
some  nice   catches  of   bream  and   roach  have  been 
made.    The  East  Hull  Angling  Society  opened  their 
season  on  July  2  at  Sandhills,  near  Brigg,  but  the  day 
turned  out  anything  but  favourable,  consequently  only 
light  baskets  ruled.    Messrs.  G.  Styehe,  T.  Galbraith, 
and  B.  Shearsmith  took  the  first  three  prizes.    The  Hull 
To  wn  Angling  Association  also  held  their  annual  open 
match  on  the  Anoholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  when  a  steam- 
boat load  of  anglers  from  Hull  arrived  at  the  sluice 
to  take  part  in  the  competition,  and  about  160  filed 
down  to  bank  to  their  pegs,  and  at  conclusion  Mr. 
Thomas  Barber,  of  the  West  Hull  Club,  was  declared 
the  winner  with  21b.  Glfoz.,  the  next  two  being  Messrs- 
J.  Pelty,  21b.  4|oz.,  and  T.  Downsworth  with  21b.  Joz, 
The  Alexandra  Angling  Association  fished  their  second 
match  this  season  on  the  lake  at  Warter  Priory  (by  kind 
permission  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Wilson,  M.P  ),  and  did  fairly 
well,  but  the  fish  ran  rather  small.    Mr.  G.  Aikin  was 
awarded  the  first  prize  with  31b.  4oz.,  Messrs.  A.  Wright 
and  H.  Hart  taking  the  next  two ;  and  at  the  distribution 
of  prizes  the  members  subscribed  £1  143.  3d.  to  the  local 
War  Fund.    Several  matches  have  also  been  fished  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  at  Newport,  Mr.  J.  W.  Learie 
taking  the  first  prize  at  the  Zoological  A.S.'s  match  with 
21b.  15Joz.,  Messrs.  J.  Barn^ett  and  E.  Breaker  coming  in 
second  and  third  ;  and  at  Messrs.  Amos  and  Smith's  A.S. 
match  Messrs.  T.  Stead,  T.  Watson,  and  G.  Fowler  took 
the  first  three  prizes,  Mr,  Stead  having  21b.  14foz.  to  his 
credit ;  bat  in  private  angling  some  excellent  catches  of 
roach,  perch,  and  bream  have  been  made  during  the  past 
week,  and  bream  going  from  31b.  to  4|lb.  each  taken, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  St.  Helen's  Angling  Association  have  successfully 
disposed  of  the  first  of  two  out-of-town  contests  at 
Chester.  Six  prizes  were  offered,  and  the  time  fished 
from  10.30  to  4  o'clock.  The  following  are  the  prize 
winners :  Messrs.  G.  Boardman,  W.  B,  Seddon,  H.  M. 
Greer,  S,  Kay,  D.  Lees,  and  P.  Ball,  The  next  contest 
will  be  in  Lancaster  Canal.  At  the  last  meeting  fourteen 
new  members  were  elected,  making  a  total  of  thirty-six 
since  January.  Everything  about  the  association  is 
in  a  healthy  and  prosperous  condition.   The  Tyldesley 


and  District  Anglers'  Association  met  with  good  sport  at 
Astley  in  the  canal  last  Saturday,  averaging  over  9oz.  per 
rod.  The  prize  winners  are :  Messrs,  R.  Davies, 
21b.  2ioz. ;  F.  Green,  lib.  2ioz. ;  T.  MoWalters,  15ioz. ; 
and  W.  Brett,  lOJoz.  The  Bridge  Inn  Angling  Society, 
Marsland  Green,  fished  their  opening  match  on  Saturday 
last,  eight  rods  competing,  and  all  taking  fish.  The 
following  is  the  order  of  merit,  after  one  and  a 
half  hours'  fishing:  Messrs.  W.  Boardman,  9ioz.  j 
S.  Morris;  R.  Green;  J.  Lambert;  J.  Cleworth;  A. 
Lunn  ;  T.  Unsworth ;  and  F.  Cleworth.  The  open 
match  at  Leigh  secured  an  entry  of  ninety-seven,  and, 
although  the  match  was  fished  in  the  town,  the  result  was 
Eatisfaotory,  and  after  one  and  a  half  hours'  fishing  the 
winners  were  declared  as  follows :  Messrs.  R.  Clarke 
14oz. ;  N.  Batock,  llfoz.  ;  J.  Watson,  9|oz. ;  R.  Thorni- 
son,  8|oz. ;  and  A.  Smith,  8Joz.  The  half-yearly'meeting 
of  the  committee  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association 
was  a  busy  and  successful  one.  Twenty-four  new  members 
were  elected,  bringing  up  the  total  to  487,  and  applicationa 
are  still  being  made.  A  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Knight,  Proud,  Gilbert,  and  Bailey,  were  appointed 
to  consider  the  question  of  constructing  rearing  ponds. 
The  conditions  upon  which  the  annual  contests  are  to  be 
fished  were  also  arranged.  In  a  few  words  the  report 
records  the  fact  that  the  association  never  was  in  a  more 
satisfactory  and  .flourishing  state.  To-day  is  the  date 
fixed  for  the  grand  match  promoted  by  the  N.A.A., 
which  is  prmcipally  recruited  from  this  county,  and 
the  water  selected  is  the  Lancaster  Canal,  The  Robin 
Hood  Angliog  Society,  Clifton,  have  arranged  to  fish 
an  opening  match  to-day  in  their  own  waters  at 
Swinton,  a  water  that  has  been  well  stocked,  but  is  not 
yet  yielding  the  sport  that  it  ought  to  do.  Our  rivers,  the 
Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune,  with  their  tributaries,  are  not 
even  yet  doing  well,  scarcity  of  water  is  principally  to 
blame.  Every  association  and  society  in  Liverpool  appears 
to  be  very  basy  with  contests  of  some  sort,  from  the 
challenge  trophy  to  the  ordinary  club  fixtures,  and  the 
results  are  of  a  varied  character  as  regards  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Combrook  Angling  Society  decided  their  first 
match  at  Northwioh,  in  the  river  Weaver,  but  the  sport 
was  not  very  good.   The  prizes  were  awarded  to  Messrs. 
J .  Carroll,  W.  Walker,  Cogan,  and  W.  Hampson.  The 
second  competition  for  the  Silver  Grid  Challenge  Cup, 
the  property  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Society,  was 
successfully  negotiated  on  the  7th.    The  entry  Was  large, 
fifty-two  teams  of  six  rods  each  ;  the  catches  were  not  heavy, 
but  sufficient  to  carry  off  the  trophy  and  additional  medals. 
The  secretary  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  desires  the  writer 
to  correct  an  error  of  last  week,  for  which  he  (the 
secretary)  is  responsible.    The  stoppage  in  admitting 
members  applies  solely  to  honorary,  and  not  ordinary 
members.    The  Hulme  Ellesmere  Angling  Society  decided 
their  opening  match  last  Sunday  at  Chester,  the  prizes 
going  to  Messrs.  H.  Brookes,  B.  Law,  J.  Hampson,  A. 
Turner,  T.  Hampson,  G.  Farrar,  R  Brown,  W.  Edelston, 
S.  Newton,  and  T.  Eastham.    The  Urmston  and  FlLxton 
Angling  Society  fished  a  match  at  Irlam  last  Saturday, 
and  after  two  and  a  half  hours  fishing  awarded  their 
prizes  as  follows  to  Messrs.  H.  B.  Spittle,  W.  Buckley,  F. 
Crawford  ;  the  top  weight  was  19oz.,  and  two-thirds  of 
the  members  took  fish;  best  fish  a  roach  12oz.  The 
Victoria  Angling  Society,  Longsight,  fished  their  first 
match  at  Althorpe.  the  prizes  going  to  Messrs.  L. 
Hothersall,  V.  Hothersall,  and  C.  Wych.    The  next 
match  will  be  decided  at  Poynton.    The  third  stage  of 
the    Levenshulme    Angling    Society's  championship 
resulted  in  the  first  three  places  being  secured  by 
Messrs.   W.    Bealey,   A.  D.  Siddall,  and  J.  Wayne. 
The    fourth   stage   is    down    for    decision    on  the 
18th.    The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  fish  their 
second  stage  of  club  championship  to-day  (the  14th),  from 
three  to  five,  at  Marple.    To-morrow  (the  15th)  the 
Welcomb  Angling  Society  visit  the  canal  at  Poynton  to 
decide  a  match.  The  secretary  writes  that,  as  the  funds  are 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  the  prize  list  has  been  increased. 
The  prize  winners  in  the  opening  match  of  the  Ben 
Brierley  Angling  Society,  fished  at  Poynton,  are  Messrs. 
Whitehead,  Baxter,  Ogden,  Nevins,  Thompson,  White- 
head, Stowell,  Whitehurst,  MoMahon,  Routledge,  Lauder- 
dale, and  English.  The  Openshaw  Centrals  have  arranged 
to  fish  their  next  match  at  Saxilby  on  the  29th.  The 
Hanging  Gate  Angling  Society  awarded  their  prizes  at 
Keadby  as  follows  to  Messrs.  J.  Lloyd,  J.  Darcy,  D. 
Bonner,  W.  Booth,  J.  Vaughan,  and  W.  Davenport,  and 
four  others.    All  our  local  waters  are  suffering  from 
scarcity  of  water.    We  have  had  a  lot  of  broken  weather, 
but  not  a  great  weigh  of  water. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  in  this  district  has  been  much  more  general  than 
hitherto  this  season.  No  great  catches  of  fish  have  been 
made,  but  most  anglers  have  had  fair  baskets.  All  the 
waters  are  in  good  order,  and  the  hot  weather  is  making 
sport  much  more  promising. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

With  the  advent  of  more  settled  weather  barbel  anglers 
have  scored  more  freely  amongst  the  fish,  which  are 
extremely  forward  in  condition.  Good  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  in  the  Wilford  and  Beeston  (below  Bend)  waters, 
and  several  up  to  4ilb.  each  have  been  landed  from  the 
favourite  run  above  Colwick  weirs  (Holme  Pierrepont 
side).  A  number  of  well-known  swims  have  undergone 
ground-baitings  of  lobs  at  Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow, 
but  the  results  obtained  up  to  the  period  of  writing  had  been 
insignificant.  The  reach  is,  however,  full  of  fish,  and  the 
hot  weather  prevailing  is  pretty  sure  to  bring  them  on  at 
the  tail  end  before  many  days  have  elapsed.  Substantial 
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bags  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace  have  been  secured  by  the 
aid  of  gentles,  and  Mr.  G.  Wood  is  reported  to  have 
bronght  off  a  fine  catch  on  the  King's  Mills  preserres. 
Mr.  E.  Bayley  has  again  been  to  the  fore  amongst  chub 
and  dace  at  Clifton  and  Wilford,  where  the  former  species 
have  risen  well  to  the  fly  the  last  thing  at  night. 
Chnbbing  has  claimed  attention  at  Kelham,  Averham, 
Piskerton,  Kneeton,  and  Radcliffe,  and  fair  takes  have 
been  effected,  chiefly  with  maggots  and  caddis  grubs.  The 
river  is  very  low  and  clear,  and  those  of  the  craft  employ 
ing  the  lightest  tackle  have  certainly  fared  the  bast.  A 
few  brace  of  handsome  trout  have  been  creeled  by  Netting, 
ham  gentlemen  on  the  Dover  Beck  and  Greet. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Owing  to  local  causes  there  have  not  been  bo  many 
anglers  out  this  week.  Those  who  have  found  time  to 
journey  forth  have  done  fairly  well,  especially  in  the 
Boston  district.  Mount  Pleasant  was  again  found  to  be 
"off,"  and  a  trial  in  the  Bargate  drain,  in  the  vicinity 
where  capital  sport  was  had  in  the  previous  week,  showed 
that  the  fish  had  moved  still  lower  down.  When  located 
tbey  found  anglers  plenty  of  occupation.  The  catches  were 
principally  bream,  some  of  the  baskets  running  up  to  251b., 
and  tbe  fish  reaching  41b.  apiece— nice  fish,  too.  The 
Trent  is  improving  every  week,  and  the  fine  weather  we 
are  experiencing  will  have  an  excellent  effect.  I  hear  of 
oneoitoh  of  221b.,  mostly  bream,  but  containing  a  good 
roach  or  two  of  over  lib.  each.  Soste  of  the  bream  drew 
the  scale  at  IJlb.  This  was  at  Laneham,  always  a 
favourite  spot.  Bel  fishing  has  also  been  fairly  pro- 
ductive. The  Haxey  drain  continues  to  be  well  patronised, 
and  the  visitors  have  mostly  been  satisfied  with  the  sport 
met  with.  Angling  matches  are  now  getting  numerous, 
and,  as  showing  the  interest  people  of  the  cutlery  capital 
take  in  angling,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  were  some 
360  entries  for  the  annual  match  of  the  Sheffield  Junior 
Anglers'  Association;  members  under  sixteen  only 
admitted  after  two  hours'  fishing.  The  first  prize  went  to 
a  catch  of  5oz.,  the  lowest  prize  being  secured  by  2Joz 
The  prizes  included  good  useful  articles  and  medals. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  stormy,  yet  good  for  angling, 
uid  a  great  number  of  rods  have  been  out.  On  some  pre- 
jerved  water  sport  has  been  fairly  good  among  the  trout 
ind  grayling,  but  in  the  rivers  very  little  has  been  done 
mth  either  fly,  minnow,  or  bottom  fishing.  Those  that 
aave  fished  the  Teme  have  caught  some  large  chub  and 
iecent  dace,  but  the  take  of  trout  and  grayling  was  very 
limited.  Sport  in  the  Severn  very  poor  indeed,  and  the 
>hief  catches  in  the  Avon  have  been  bream  and  roach,  fair 
mskets  of  which  have  been  caught  in  the  early  morning 
md  late  m  the  evening,  but  taken  all  round  sport  has  been 
rery  disappointing.  The  Nag's  Head  Club  had  their  first 
sompetition  on  July  8  at  Pershore.  Twenty  members 
iompeted,  but  a  very  few  fish  were  taken,  the  first  prize 
)eing  taken  by  Mr.  Glover  with  a  bream,  lib.  9oz  •  Mr 
r.  Bowen,  sf  cond ;  J.  Palfrey,  third.  The  new  regula- 
lons  ot  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  are  still  causing  a  good 
eal  of  f notion  among  the  anglers  and  others  in  this 
listrict,  and  the  stopping  the  use  of  the  salmon  nets  in  the 
Severn  from  Shropshire  down  to  Tewkesbury  weir  is 
trongly  denounced.  The  matter  was  discussed  by  the 
N orcester  City  Council,  who  have  instructed  their  repre- 
entetives  on  the  S.  F.  Board  to  use  every  endeavour  to 
[et  the  ob3ectionable  regulation  rescinded. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  fishing  rivers  is 
reneral,  but  not  altogether  regular,  for  the  rains  have 
aUen  very  partially,  some  getting  scarcely  any  on  given 
lates,  whilst  drenching  downpours  were  experienced  in 
ithers.  Ouse  anglers  started  another  week  with  the  river 
Q  good  condition,  and  the  Foss  is  also  affording  fair  sport 
«er  sundown,  notwithstanding  the  accumulation  of  weeds, 
-he  Derwent  needs  more  rain,  as  it  is  run-aing  low.  The 
rater  IS  m  fine  condition,  however,  both  in  the  Malton, 
itamtord  Bridge,  and  East  Cottingwith  districts.  Some 
:ood  catches  are  reported,  including  nice  pike.  Good 
port  continues  in  the  Rye  and  Riccall  about  Helmsley. 
n  the  middle  of  last  week  both  the  Dove  and  its  tributary, 
be  Hedge,  were  in  flood,  but  the  waters  soon  improved 
nd  satisfactory  fishing  has  been  reported.  Visitors 
teted  on  Saturday  that  trout  were  taking  the  Peacock 
ly  treely.  The  Nidd,  which  is  in  nice  trim  for 
-I  yielded   good   panniers  lately, 

ne  Wharte  contmues  in  good  order,  and  suitable  for 
wimming  the  maggot.  Upstream  worm  in  the  daytime 
as  turnished  agreeable  surprises,  and  evening  fishing  has 
een  even  more  encouraging,  the  most  destructive  flies 
eing  the  Sea-Swallow,  Green  Woodcock,  Brown  Owl 
hornby  Dun,  and  Purple  Black.  The  Swale  was  iA 
urly  good  trim  for  the  fly  all  last  week  and  well  into  this, 
lothing  extraordinarylis  recorded  from  trout  fishers  either 
1  these  or  any  other  waters.  The  York  Club  outings 
ontmue  popular.  The  members  of  the  White  Rose  A.C. 
shed  their  firet  match  of  the  season  on  the  4th  inst.,  the 
)erwent,  at  West  Cottingwith,  being  chosen.  The  river 
'as  tound  to  be  exceedingly  low  ;  there  was  no  perceptible 
de,  and  the  v^ater  was  very  clear.  The  moderate  catch 
Hich  resulted,  therefore,  did  not  prove  disappointing. 
t»  v  7^7,  -  '„'"*'  the  heaviest,  scaled  31b.  12oz. 
bdTorJcshtreHerald  A.S.  also  held  their  opening  match 
lYjli  Cottingwith  on  July  7.  A  north  wind  swept 
eross  the  stream  and  interfered  with  fishing.  The  water 
.oreover,  was  very  low  and  bright,  so  that  great  expecta^ 
ons  were  not  indulged,  and  the  very  small  catch  which 
suited  caused  no  disappointment.  The  first  prize  was 
Ken  by  G.  Henderson  with  fish  that  weighed  31b.  l|oz. 

conclusion  of  the  weigh-in  the  party,  which 
ambered  forty-five,  proceeded  to  the  Wenlock  Arms 


Hotel,  Wheldrake,  where,  on  the  invitation  of  Mrs. 
Fletcher,  the  wife  of  the  managing  editor  of  the  paper, 
they  enjoyed  a  good  dinner.  Mr.  A.  H.  Fletcher,  who  is 
the  president  of  the  club,  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mrs. 
Fletcher  also  attended. 


[TTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents^] 

FISHING  QUARTERS  WANTED. 
Sir, — I  think  that  Ilkley  would  suit  your  correspondent 
Homeless." 

The  climate  is  bracing,  but  not  bleak,  and  there  are 
many  situations  sheltered  from  cold  winds.  The  district 
is  well  wooded  ;  the  moorland  is  easy  of  access.  Ilkley  is 
said  to  possess  three  climates  according  to  altitude. 

There  is  fair  trout  and  grayling  fishing  in  the  river 
Wharfe,  and  coarse  fishing  can  be  obtained  within  reason 
able  diatance. 

The  subscription  for  the  Ilkley  Angling  Club  is  £3  3g. 
per  annum.— Yours  truly,  Haeey  Deuidale. 

Deae  Sie,— In  reply  to  "Homeless,"  I  can  strongly 
recommend  him  to  take  up  his  abode  at  Gortnorabbey 
Hotel,  on  the  western  shore  of  Lough  Conn.  It  is  an 
ideal  anglers'  home,  replete  with  every  comfort  and  a  very 
moderate  tariff.  The  fishing  in  the  lough  is  free,  and 
there  will  be  some  of  the  best  salmon  fishing  there,  as  soon 
as  the  surplus  rainfall  has  run  off,  that  has  been  known  on 
the  Conn  for  years.  The  angler  stopping  in  this  favourite 
spot  can  also  get  free  salmon  fishing  for  the  mere  asking 
on  the  river  Moy,  only  six  miles  distant,  and  there  is  also 
good  sea  trout  fishing  there  as  the  season  advances.  At 
the  present  moment  the  river  is  literally  swarming  with 
grilse,  but  the  water  is  too  high  for  successful  fly  fishing, 
there  having  been  nearly  a  fortnight's  continuous  rain  in 
Ireland.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  say  that  Lough  Conn  is 
noted  for  its  big  pike— one  of  321b.  was  oaught  to-day— 
and  there  is  also  a  goodly  stock  of  trout,  to  siy  nothing 
of  an  unlimited  supply  of  large  perch.  As  I  have  endeci 
up  a  five  weeks'  holiday  in  Ireland  at  the  Gortnorabbey 
Hotel,  and  am  leaving  here  for  Sligo  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  I  am  writing  from  actual  knowledge  and  experience 
recently  acquired.  Ballina  is  the  railway  station,  and  a 
note  to  Host  Plynn,  of  the  Imperial  Hotel,  will  ensure  the 
visitor  every  attention.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 

Sie, — Seeing  your  correspondent,  "  Homeless,"  en- 
quiring for  a  place  to  rest  on  his  oars  for  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  where  he  can  be  quiet  and  comfortable,  and 
leisurely  enjoy  fishing  to  his  heart's  content,  I  would 
suggest  that  he  go  to  Windermere  Lake,  and  take  up  his 
abode  at  Lakeside,  the  extreme  south  end  of  the  lake. 
Here  is  a  perfect  paradise  for  one  in  his  circumstances  of 
life,  and  the  climate  is  mild  and  bracing.  The  lake  lies 
in  a  very  deep  valley,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  very  high 
hills  and  mountains.  As  the  south  and  west  of  England 
will  not  suit  him  here  is  a  likely  place,  as  the  district  is 
highly  recommended  by  doctors.  He  will  be  in  touch 
with  all  the  hamlets  on  the  thirteen  miles  of  lake  by 
steamer,  and  elsewhere  by  the  Furness  Railway.  Then 
there  is  the  Solitary  Hotel  for  a  change,  and  if  he  is 
generous  enough  to  treat  the  boatmen  on  the  lake 
occasionally  to  a  tankard  of  good  ale,  he  will  never  want 
for  a  kindness  at  their  hands. — Yours  truly, 
Blackpool.    W.  TuENEE. 

Deae  Sir,  —  I  am  sorry  for  your  correspondent 
Homeless,"  and,  indeed,  my  sympathy  extends  to  any- 
one in  the  last-named  condition  ;  but,  still,  his  case  does 
not  seem  to  be  as  bad  as  it  might  be.  I  imagine  there  are 
a  few  others  in  this  England  of  ours  who  would  be  well 
satisfied  to  spend  the  remainder  of  their  lives  by  the  banks 
of  a  trout  and  coarse  fish  stream. 

I  have  just  left  a  village  where  my  family  and  I  have 
spent  a  very  enjoyable  week,  and  have  done  so  for  the  last 
five  years  (annually). 

The  stream  which  runs  through  the  place  contains  trout 
and  sea  trout  (in  season),  and  also  plenty  of  coarse  fish — 
Dike,  chub,  bream,  roach,  &c.  Salmon  and  other  sea  fish 
icenee,  10s.  ;  trout,  28.  6d.  ;  a  Ig.  ticket  only  is  required 
to  angle  for  coarse  fish. 

The  village  is  five  miles  from  nearest  railway  station, 
contains  a  "  pub.,"  and  plenty  of  fresh  air,  being  only  an 
hour  and  a  half's  cycle  ride  from  the  sea  coast. 

Lodging  accommodation  is  of  the  homely  sort,  unless 
you  put  up  at  the  only  hotel,  which,  of  course,  will  be 
better. 

I  run  over  from  my  home  on  the  cycle  (three  hours' 
ride)  several  times  a  year,  and  spend  a  day  or  two  fishing. 
There  is  plenty  of  the  latter  for  those  who  know  hovr  to 
citch  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  the  place  gives  the  members  of 
my  family  (sslf  included)  such  a  keen  appetite  that  at 
table  we  feel  quite  ashamed  of  it,  when,  like  little 
'  Oliver  "  of  old,  we  ask  for  "  more." 

The  place  mentioned  is  St.  Michael's-on-Wyre,  ten 
miles  from  Preston,  twelve  miles  from  Blackpool ;  and 
trust  that  if  he  gives  the  place  named  a  few  days'  trial  he 
wUl  not  be  disappointed.— Yours  truly,  H.  W.  J. 


F0EBI«N  BOOKS  AND  Pbbiodioals.— Measrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dnnstan's  Honse,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
Bnpply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  w»eb 
Oatalogne  gratis. 


PISHING  IN  OR  NEAR  BATH. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "Walsall's"  inquiry  under 
this  head  in  the  last  number  of  the  Fishing  Oazette,  the 
coarse  fishing  in  and  round  Bath  is  decidedly  above  the 
usual  run.  The  Somersetshire  Avon,  which  meanders 
peaoefiilly  throogh  the  happy  valley  where  lies  quiet  old 
Bath,  is  well  stocked  with  roach,  dace,  perch,  chub, 
gudgeon,  pike,  carp,  also  trout.  A  portion  of  the  river  is 
preserved  privately,  and  some  stretches  also  by  the  Bath 
Anglers'  Association,  but  the  latter  body  issue  day  tickets 
at  a  very  moderate  charge.  Leave  to  fish  is  also  seldom 
refused  by  the  riparian  owners  of  land.  The  Avon  above 
Bath  is  by  far  the  bftft  fishing,  and  the  pretty  and 
picturesque  villages  of  Limpley  Stoke  and  Frefhford  can 
be  easily  reached  by  the  Great  Western  Railway  Wey- 
mouth branch  line.  If  "  Walsall  "  wants  any  further 
details  I  shall  be  pleased  to  furnish  them,  or  Mr.  T.  J. 
Brown,  of  16,  New  Bond-street,  Bath,  the  courteous  h'on! 
secretary  of  the  Bath  Anglers,  will,  I  am  sure,  sunply 
him  with  all  particulars  as  to  the  how,  whpn,  and  where 
of  angling  round  these  parts.  I  had  almost  forgotten  that 
the  Kernett  and  Avon  Canal,  which  joins  the  Avon  at 
Bith,  is  (some  few  miles  ou»)  a  happy  bunting  ground  for 
the  coarse  fisherman.  Ply  fishing  is  fairly  good  here,  but 
there  is  not  very  much  of  it,  and  nearly  all  is  preserved 
but  here,  again,  leave  can  be  obtained  — Yours  truly,  ' 

Bith.  Spinning  Minnow. 

P.S.— We  are  well  within  reach  of  several  good  pieces 
of  water— Swindon  Reservoir,  noted  for  its  fine  tench  and 
pike,  is  a  medium  railway  journey.     Pike  up  to  201b. 
chub  to  41b.,  and  roach  to  IJlb.  have  been  all  caught 
within  recent  years  in  the  Avon  near  Bath. — S.  M. 


Sir,— In  reply  to  fishing  in  or  near  Bath  from  "  Wal- 
sall," in  Fishing  Oazette,  I  begto  fay  he  can  get  some  good 
coarse  fishing  at  Bathampton,  two  miles  from  Bath.  Also 
comfortable  board  and  lodging  at  the  George.  Myself 
and  husband  both  members  of  B.A.A.  I  beg  to  remain 
faithfully  yours,  Annie  Saunders. 

The  George  Inn,  Bathampton,  Bath. 


MONIKIE  FEATS. 
Sie,— Allow  me  in  a  word  to  say  to  "  Monikie  Fre- 
quenter "  that  Mr.  Beattie,  Aberdeen,  had  personally 
nothing  to  do  with  the  photo  and  "Notes"  which 
appeared  in  the  F.  O.  of  April  21 ;  that  the  words  "  only 
an  ordinary  day's  work  "  did  not  apply  exclusively  to  the 
Monikie  ponds,  but  to  Mr.  Beattie's  general  success  when 
in  luck ;  that  he  has  fared  worse  many  a  day  both  on 
Monikie  and  elsewhere,  but  that  on  this  occasion  he  made 
the  basket  to  his  own  rod ;  and  there  the  matter  stands 
doubt  it  who  may.  ' 

"  Monikie  Frequenter"  and  others  like  him  are  quite 
entitled  to  question  any  unlikely  statement  they  may  see 
about  waters  they  are  familiar  with  ;  but  after  they  have 
been  assured  to  the  contrary  it  is  ungentlemanly  on  their 
part  to  hark  back  on  the  subject,  and  especially  when  Mr. 
Beattie  has  neither  the  inclination  to  shine  as  a  braggart 
nor  the  time  to  furnish  an  affidavit  on  the  weight  of  his 
basket  every  time  he  goes  a-fiahing  to  every  man  jack  who 
cares  to  pop  up  and  question  it. — Yours  truly. 

Special  Scotch. 
P.O.— The  photo  and  notes  were  mine. 

THE  TERRIBLE  TEMPTATION. 
My  Dear  Bditoe,— Allow  me  to  thank  you  for  send- 
ing on  "Cakes  and  Ale's"  dram  of  Kirkhope's  Blend, 
which  came  duly  to  hand  this  morning ;  and,  secondly,  to' 
thank  "  Cakes  and  Ale  "  for  the  practical  partiof  the  joke. 
It  was  good  of  him,  and  too  good  of  you,  to  put  the 
'  terrible  temptation  "  my  way.    Here's  to  you  both  in 
Kirkhope's  best,  and  may  you  ever  meet  with  tight— aye, 
terrible  tight — lines  when  you  go  a-fishing,  and  as  good  a 
drop  when  you  are  terribly  dry. — Yours, 
July  10, 1900.    Special  Scotch. 

FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 
_  Deae  Sir,— May  I  ask  you  to  kindly  insert  this  letter 
in  the  next  issue  of  the  Oazette  ? 

I  am  intending  spending  my  holiday,  in  August  and 
September,  on  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland,  chiefly  because 
I  am  informed  that  I  shall  be  able  to  get  some  sea  fishing 
from  the  shore,  rocks,  &c. 

I  was,  therefore,  very  thankful  to  read  the  article  in  the 
Gazette  under  the  heading  of  "  Rock  Angler's  Season." 
There  are  a  few  points,  however,  on  which  I  should  like 
G.  M.,"  the  writer  of  the  article,  or  any  other  of  your 
contributors,  to  enlighten  me  with  regard  to  the  fishing, 
viz.  : 

(1)  By  staying  at  Stoneham  or  Cruden  Bay,  is  the 
shore  and  rock  fishing  within  easy  walking  distance  of 
these  towns,  or  does  the  fishing  necessitate  a  long  walk  or 
railway  journey  every  time  one  leaves  one's  hotel  ? 

(2)  Which  is  the  best  place  to  stay  at.  i.e.,  from  the 
point  of  view  of  accessibility  to  the  fishing  ? 

(3)  Is  bait  easily  procurable  ? 

(4)  What  fish  are  chiefly  caught  from  the  rooks,  &c.  ? 
Any  other  information  I  shall  be  grateful  for.— Yours 

t'oly.  Constant  RkADER. 

ROBBING  PETER  TO  PAY  PAUL— A 
SUGGESTION. 
Dear  Me.  Mabston,— May  I  venture  at  the  risk  of 
being  told  that  I  have  only  "  found  a  mare's  nest,"  and 
that  "  any  fool  could  tell  you  that,  sir,"  and  so  on,  to  point 
out  that  the  decrease  of  river  trout  is  going  on  at  a 
tremendous  pace,  and  the  cure  would  seem  to  be  the 
erection  of  breeding  ponds,  &c.,  and  certain  restrictions  as 
to  size  and  numbers  of  trout  retained. 
When  one  looks  at  the  wholesale  captures  of  trout  in 
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certain  lochs  and  rivers  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  and 
doubtless  also  in  Ireland,  the  thought  is  bound  to  arise  in 
one's  mind,  "  what  would  men  not  give  to  have  a  tythe  of 
these  trout  sent  to  stock  less  favoured  waters  in  England 
and  elsewhere  ?  " 

May  I,  as  a  Scotsman  who  has  fished  these  very  centres, 
and  has  had  his  share  of  slaughter,  point  out  that  in  looh 
fishing  there  oould  be  very  little  difficulty  in  saving  a  large 
number  of  trout  by  means  of  a  well  in  each  boat. 

I  know  nothing  whatever  about  the  expense  of  trans- 
porting live  trout  long  distances,  but  if  it  is  at  all  possible 
to  do  so  surely  an  experiment  might  be  made  ? 

Picking  up  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  to-day  (July  7,  1900), 
I  find  one  Highland  hotel  alone  advertising  that  the 
"  annual  catch  averages  over  14,000  trout,  weighing  three 
tons." 

Think  of  it !  And  this  hotel  is  in  rather  a  remote  part 
of  the  country  where  I  should  imagine  that  the  proprietor 
had  to  keep  pigs  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  surplus  trout. 

I  fished  there  in  1871,  and  my  name  and  "  takes,"  I 
believe,  still  stand  en  evidence  in  the  fishing  diary  of  that 
most  excellent  angling  centre. 

The  large  majority  of  tourist  anglers  in  the  north  are,  I 
imagine.  Englishmen,  who  surely  would  offer  every  facility 
for  carrying  out  such  an  idea,  an  idea  having  for  its  object 
the  replenishing  of  impoverished  English  streams  from  the 
overflowing  abundance  of  certain  Scottish  lochs.  Will  no 
one  give  the  suggestion  even  a  thought  ? — Yours  truly, 
  E.  M.  Tod. 

THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  GUIDE  BOOK. 

Deae  Sie, — In  reply  to  the  vice-president  of  the 
Central  Association  of  London  Anglers'  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore)  letter,  which  appeared  in  your  last  issue,  he 
asks  what  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  audit  has  to 
do  with  the  Anglers'  Association,  thereby,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  showing  his  none  too  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
inseparable  ties  existing  between  "  The  Association  "  and 
"  The  Society." 

The  Anglers'  Association,  incorporated  with  which  are 
the  West  Central  and  East  Central  Associations,  founded 
and  nurtured  the  Anglers*  Benevolent  Society  until  it 
became  healthy  and  strong.  It  was  such  a  successful 
undertaking  that,  with  the  characteristic  magnanimous 
spirit  that  has  marked  our  every  action  for  years  past,  it 
was  considered  it  would  be  the  means  of  introducing  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  amalgamation  if  we  extended  our 
membership  by  offering  to  the  Central  Association  the 
privilege  of  joining  that  society,  and  to  receive  the  same 
benefits  enjojed  by  us.  Tbe  offer  having  been  accepted, 
the  affairs  of  the  society  were  jointly  conducted  by 
representatives  from  both  associations,  and  not  by 
members  of  the  A.A.  exclusively  as  heretofore. 

The  Anglers'  Association  still  retain  their  affection 
toward  their  offspring,  and  guard  its  welfare  as  much  as 
possible  very  jealously.  Therefore,  is  it  unreasonable  for 
us  to  delay  printing  our  guide  book  ?  Had  we  gone  into 
print  without  the  A.B.S.  information,  who  would  have 
suffered  ?  I  venture  to  say  both  the  A.B.  S.  and  the  A.  A. 
And  who  would  have  profited  ?  Why,  the  Central.  No, 
Mr.  Elsmore,  we  cannot  allow  that.  Does  the  A.B.S. 
pay  us  for  putting  all  their  rules,  regulations,  balance- 
sheet,  &c.,  in  our  guide?  We  put  that  in  free  of 
charge,  although  we  command  one  guinea  a  page  for 
advertisement.  Does  the  Central  Association  contribute 
one  fraction  towards  showing  A.B  S.  members  what 
becomes  of  the  monies  of  that  society  ?  No. 

I  think  it  will  now  be  apparent  to  all  unprejudiced 
persons  thit  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  audit  did  concern 
ns,  and  it  was  not  so  absurd  as  stated  by  Mr.  Elsmore. 

I  can  assure  Mr.  Elsmore  that  I  did  not  give  him  even 
one  thought  as  being  the  cause  of  the  delay ;  frim  past 
experiences  I  know  only  too  well  where  the  fault  laid,  but 
with  our  usual  "characteristic  magnanimous  spirit"  I 
refrained  from  stating  it,  relying  on  the  goodwill  of  our 
members  to  accept  my  statement,  and  I  am  very  pleased 
to  think  that  such  a  letter  as  Mr.  Elamore's  came  from  a 
person  outside  our  association. 

In  my  previous  letter  I  stated  "  owing  to  the  delay  of 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  audit,  and  the  altera- 
tions in  the  association's  committees,  it  is  impossible  to 
complete  "  The  Guide  Book."  I  cannot  see  how  it  was 
possible  for  Mr.  Elsmore  to  think  I  cast  blame  on  him  for 
the  delay ;  if  he  had  been  I  should  have  still  shown  onr 
"  C.  M.  S.,"  and  would  not  have  mentioned  the  audit  at 
all.  —Yours  respectfully,  R.  G.  Woodeuff. 

2,  Piraby-road,  Stamford  Hill,  London,  N. 


BREEDING  FREE  RISING  FISH. 

Sie, — You  ask  me  to  set  down  on  paper  my  theory  in 
regard  to  the  breeding  of  fish  of  a  rising  strain. 

I  think  that  fish  are  probably  like  other  animals  in  this 
respect,  that  their  habits  may  be  to  some  extent  controlled 
by  breeding,  especially  when,  as  in  this  case,  the  habit  is 
one  indulged  in  by  some  members  of  the  species  more  than 
by  others.  I  assume  that  the  number  of  trout  in  a  trout 
stream  of  any  size  is  generally  a  minority,  and  often  we 
should  be  fortunate  if  10  per  cent,  of  the  trout  in  a  large 
pool  were  really  on  the  rise. 

Suppose,'then,  from  this  large  pool,  or  from  any  given 
area  containing  600  trout,  fifty  of  the  best  rising  fish  are 
taken  with  the  fly  year  by  year.  It  is  likely  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  seasons  the  trout  that  remain  will  breed  a 
stock  of  fish  less  apt  to  rise  than  before  ;  and  this  result  is 
not  at  all  amended  when  the  fieh  breeder  comes  with  his 
net  and  catches  tip  some  of  the  non-rising  fish  at  the  end 
of  the  season  and  breeds  from  them. 

The  remedy  would  be  to  breed  only  from  trout  that  had 
been  caught  with  the  fly,  and  year  by  year  to  turn  down  a 
certain  number  of  the  offspring  of  these  rising  fish,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  taken  out  with  the  rod.  I  think 
it  is  generally  found  that  wherever  a  river  has  been  much 


fished  with  the  fly,  the  trout  have  become  shy  of  rising,  or 
less  free  than  formerly  ;  and  they  are  found  so  even  after 
their  winter's  rest,  which  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that 
they  have  not  been  individually  scared,  bnt  have  been 
bred  shy.    H.  D.  M. 

FISHING  WANTED. 

Deae  Sie,— I  think  of  spending  my  holiday  this  year  at 
one  of  the  following  places:  Folkestone,  Worthing,  Little- 
hampton.  Would  some  of  your  kind  readers  inform  me, 
through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  the  best  places  to  fish 
(coarse  fishing)  near  these  towns  ? 

I  should  be  only  too  happy  to  pay  for  the  use  of  any 
private  water,  or  any  other  water,  if  this  is  possible. 

Thanking  you  for  inserting  this  letter. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Veeitas. 

P.S.— I  may  mention  I  know  of  the  Hythe  Military 
Canal,  near  Folkestone,  but  anywhere  within  a  radius  of, 
say,  fifteen  miles  of  these  towns  would  suit  me. 

SOME  GOOD  CHUB  IN  THE  OUSE  AT 
ST.  NEOTS. 

Deae  Sie,— In  your  issue  of  June  23  I  notice  Mr.  W. 
Nash  mentions  seventeen  chub  being  caught  at  St.  Neots 
up  to  21b.,  but  gives  no  name.   I  fancy  the  enclosed  photo 


is  of  those  fish,  which  were  caught  on  June  18,  fourteen  of 
which  average  2|lb.,  all  caught  on  a  dry  fly.  I  thought 
this  might  interest  your  readers.— Yours  truly, 

___    Marcus  C.  Thoen. 

CHUB  FISHING. 
Deae  Sie, — In  reply  to  "  Merrimac,"  chub  are  most 
difficult  to  catch  in  dead  water  such  as  he  describes.  The 
best  plan  is  to  bait  with  chopped  lobworms  the  previous 
day  and  fish  early  in  the  morning,  first  throwing  in  a  few 
bits  of  worm.  Use  a  light  Nottingham  rod  and  twisted 
dace  line,  small  turkey  quill  float,  and  fine  gut  tackle, 
with  about  four  shots  and  No.  5  hook,  round  bend.  The 
bait,  a  small  female  lob,  i.e.,  one  with  no  knot.  Make  as 
long  a  throw  as  you  can  ;  an  expert  in  Trent  style  can  get 
out  a  very  long  line  by  a  peculiar  manipulation  of  line  and 
reel  which  cannot  be  explained  on  paper.  The  other  way, 
if  you  do  not  wish  to  bait  beforehand  (which  William 
Bailey  showed  me)  is  to  use  the  above  rod,  &c.,  and  throw 
in  three  of  four  bits  of  worm  as  you  beigin  to  fish.  You 
will  get  a  fish  in  a  short  time  if  they  mean  feeding.  If  so, 
leave  the  place  and  try  elsewhere,  returning  in  half  an 
hour  or  so,  when  they  have  quieted  down.  This  is  better 
than  the  former  plan,  as  it  avoids  the  long  waiting  between 
bites  over  a  previously  baited  place.  Remember  the  worm 
must  be  at  least  4in.  from  the  bottom.  In  this  way  I 
once  saw  Bailey  take  a  fine  lot  of  chub,  averaging  31b., 
from  a  dead  water  which  I  had  fished  many  a  time  without 
even  getting  a  bite.  If  the  water  is  less  than  8ft.  deep  I 
can,  however,  give  "Merrimac"  little  hope  of  success, 
though  sometimes  in  shallow  dead  water,  when  there  has 
been  a  breeze,  I  have  got  a  few  by  using  a  fly  rod  and 


baiting  with  a  well  toughened  lob  or  a  bunch  of  gentles. 
Let  it  sink  and  keep  your  eye  on  the  line ;  when  you  see  it 
tighten,  let  go.  In  this  way  I  used  to  take  some  very  fine 
roach  in  a  still  mill  head  in  Leicestershire. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Edwin  Gosling. 

PISHING  FOR  CHUB  IN  A  CANAL. 
Sie, — If  the  water  be  6ft.  or  7ft.  in  depth  the  angler 
should  bait  a  swim  one  morning  with  whatever  he  elects 
to  try  with — gentles,  greaves,  worms,  potato,  or  cheese 
paste — and  fish  at  dusk  the  following  evening  with  tackle 
as  fine  as  possible,  either  filliping  in  ground-bait  or 
cautiously  pitching  in  a  little  away  from  the  side  before 
commencing  operations,  and  be  as  quiet  as  possible.  A 
white  feather  fixed  in  the  cap  of  the  float  (or  better an 
indiarubber  ring)  will  enable  him  to  fish  a  considerable  time 
longer  than  using  a  float  without  it.  The  depth  should  be 
carefully  taken  and  marked  on  the  rod  at  the  time  of 
ground-baiting  in  order  to  allow  the  bait  to  be  about  3in. 
off  the  ground,  avoiding  all  foul  or  muddy,  oozy  places  ; 
but  if  the  water  is  only  2ft.  or  3ft.  in  depth  it  is  difficult 
to  catch  chub  in  these  circumstances.  Casting  in  the  float 
and  bait  or  the  least  movement  on  the  part  of  the  angler 
is  enough  to  make  them  sheer  off,  and  one  might  wait  for 
them  to  return  longer  than  one  would  care  to  stay.— 
Yours,  &c,,    Tanto. 

FISHING  NEAR  BUXTED,  SUSSEX. 
Ste, — Oould  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any  informa- 
tion of  coarse  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Buxted,  Sussex  ?    Do  the  fortunate  possessors  of  lakes 
ever  give  permission  for  a  day's  fishing  ? — Yours  truly, 
  Paeson. 

SUPPLY  OF  GOLD  FISH  WANTED. 

SiE, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  let  me 
know  where  I  can  get  a  supply  of  gold  fish— say,  1000  at  a 
time— and  on  what  terms  ?  Cash  in  advance. — Yours 
truly,  Wm.  Milne. 

Tackle  Maker,  Trinity-street,  Aberdeen. 

PROCURING  RAZOR  BILL  FOR  BAIT. 
Deae  Sir, — Here  is  a  wrinkle  which  I  learnt  from  one 
of  Mr.  Cornish's  books.  Take  a  packet  of  rough  salt  with 
you,  and,  when  you  find  the  "air-hole  "  of  a  razor  fish, 
deposit  a  handful  of  salt  thereon,  allowing  it  to  dissolve. 
The  razor  will  speedily  make  his  way  to  the  surface  of  the 
fand,  when  he  can  be  quietly  extracted. — Yours  faithfully, 

Glenhest. 

"PATIENCE"  AND  POACHING. 

Deae  Sie, — To  any  generously  disposed  friend  yearning 
to  bestow  a  suitable  token  of  admiration  upon  Mr.  A. 
Jardine,  jun  ,  I  would  suggest  "  Jerrold's  Handbook  of 
English  and  Poreian  Copyright"  as  an  apnropriate 
present.  He  wants  it  badly.  "The  name  of  A.  Jardine  " 
is  at  present  held  in  high  esteem  as  savouring  of  healthy 
sportsmanship;  but  another  "A.  J."  has  arisen  whose 
endeavours,  it  would  seem,  are  to  make  it  reek  oflthe  rnost 
impudent  poaching.  The  colossal  cheek  of  Mr.  A  Jardine, 
jun.,  in  taking  signed  copyright  matter  from  the  TorfcsWre 
Weeldy  Post,  suppressing  the  writer's  name,  snd  sub- 
stituling  his  own  for  publication  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  is 
refreshing.  As  to  its  honesty  readers  of  the  F,Q.  may 
judge  for  themselves.— Yours  very  fincerely, 

W.  Cartee  Platts. 

[Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  informs  us  that  the  articln  was  sent 
to  him  by  his  son  from  New  South  Wales  recently,  and  he 
cannot  understand  how  it  was  sent  without  acknowledg- 
ment to  Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts.  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  says 
that  had  he  known  it  was  copied  he,  of  course,  would  not 
have  sent  it  on  to  ns,  or  anywhere  else  ;  and,  of  course,  he 
had  not  read  Mr.  Carter  Platts'  oriainal  article. — Ed.] 


THE  TRUE  ROAD  TO  A  HAPPY  LIFE. 

Happy  is  the  man  who  forms,  early  in  life  (or  if  not 
early,  then  late),  the  habit  of  taking  all  the  light  and 
warmth  and  cheer  he  can  get  with  a  fine  glow  of  apprecia- 
tion, looking,  meanwhile,  somewhat  sidewise  at  those 
opposite  experiences  he  cannot  escape.  Let  him  squint  a 
little,  or  look  the  other  way.  He  will  be  a  happier  man, 
as  well  as  more  popular,  than  the  self-appointed  devil's 
advocate  who  sedulously  notes  the  mugginess  of  the 
weather,  the  feebleness  of  his  pulse,  or  the  fact  that  he  is 
"tired"  (which,  God  help  us,  we  all  are— until  we  ge* 
rested). 

He  will  be  a  happier  man,  moreover,  for  two  reasons  anc 
by  virtue  of  two  distinct  forces  that  his  act  of  attention 
enlists  in  his  behalf.  In  the  first  place,  by  removing  thf 
constant  irritation  to  his  mere  body,  his  viscera  and  nerveh 
and  muscles,  that  has  resulted  from  his  morbid  attention 
he  leaves  a  clear  stage  for  the  benign  action  of  the 
tendency  to  health.  A  man's  body  is  not  the  norma, 
object  of  his  attention.  Just  as  the  normal  focus  of  I 
sense-organ  is  an  external  object  (of  the  eye,  a  sight 
of  the  ear,  a  sound),  so  the  normal  focus  o 
the  mind  as  a  whole  is  the  breathing,  coloure* 
world  outside  itself,  and  particularly  the  absorlj 
ing  world  of  other  people.  The  very  insidious 
ness  of  sickness  is  that  it  tends  to  seduce  the  min, 
from  this  wholesome  outlook,  and  concentrate  it  upo: 
inner  sensations.  "The  process,  once  began,  proceeds  apace 
and  soon  the  healthy  activity  of  the  body  is  still  furtbei 
deranged  by  the  meddling  attention,  precisely  as  clearnc  f 
of  execution  on  the  piano,  for  example,  is  deranged 
particularised  notice  of  fingering  or  other  mechanical  p 
cesses  that  should  be  automatic.  Conscious  thougi 
always  bungles  the  delicate  acts  properly  cared  for  by  i  I 
subconscious  mind.  The  remedy  is,  in  both  cases,  ' 
direct  the  attention  elsewhere.— From  "  The  Tendency  f 
Health,"  by  Daniel  Geegort  Mason,  in  the  Juj 
Scribne.r's. 


July  21,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


43 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — AU  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

The  Gander  and  the  May  Fly   43 

The  Decrease  of  Salmon    43 

Pike-infested  Trout  Rivers    43 

The  Eecent  Fine  Take  of  Trout  on  The  Werthys 

Fishery    44 

Plant  Life  and  Trout  Life   44 

Ronald's  House   45 

The  Seasons  in  Trout  Fishing   45 

On  Midges   46 

The  Rock  Angler's  Season    46 

Dr.  Bateman's  Queer  Fish    47 

Clear  Water  "Worm  Fishing  in  Small  Streams     ...  48 

Summer  Sport  in  the  Shropshire  Severn    58 

Piscatorial  Society    58 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society    58 

Gresham  Angling  Society   58 

Correspondence   63 


NOTICE. 


The  Fishins  Gazettk  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Bailway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  tor  Notice,  Books  for  Bevlew,  &c.,  should  be  addressed 
to  B.  B.  MARSTON,  Editor  of  the  FiSHma  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan'B  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  vfrite  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  gaarantee  of  good  faith. 
Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
communications 

Terms  of  SuTiscription. 

The  gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Tear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Oireat  Britain 

and  Ireland   10s.  6d. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  4d. 

Three  Months      ditto  ditto         ...      ...     2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage   12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Cbargres  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7    7  0 

Half  Page  3  16  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  6 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page  1  5 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  coltunn  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advbetisbment  Manager,  St  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  BIVSAM.  Iiondon." 
TELEPHONE,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOBATBD 

A.NGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  JULY  21st,  1900. 


THE  GANDEE  AND  THE  MAT  FLY. 


An  old  friend  called  on  me  the  other  day,  and 
was  good  enough  to  tell  me  that  he  had  read  my 
article,  "  In  Pursuit  of  the  May  Fly,"  with  much 
interest,  "  but,"  said  he,  "  you  have  put  your  foot 
in  it,  you  have  made  a  terrible  mistake.  I  am  a 
bit  of  a  naturalist,  and  I  beg  to  inform  you  that 
it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  a  gander  or  a  goose 
to  eat  a  May  Fly.  They  are  not  insectivorous 
they  are  farinaceous,  herbivorous,  graminivorous 
birds."  I  was  completely  bowled  over,  I  was 
humbled.  Of  course,  I  presume  it  wiU  have 
been  understood  that  as  I  was  a  mile  away  when 
that  gander  discovered,  and,  as  I  imagined,  devoured 
that  solitary  May  Fly,  I  was  not  there  to  see  the 
deed  done,  but  who  could  have  supposed  that  a 
gander  could  have  been  so  qualmish,  when 
he  saw  that  luscious  insect  for  the  first 
time  in  a  twelvemonth,  as  not  to  try  what 
it  tasted  like;  and,  having  tasted,  would  he 
not  have  felt  a  new  sensation  like  that  which  that 
great  lubberly  boy  Bo-lo  felt  when  he  first  tasted 
roast  pig  ?  It  may  be,  for  aught  I  know,  that 
that  gander  was  the  first  of  his  species  who  had 
ever  tasted  May  Fly ;  and  this  it  was  that  caused 


him  and  his  family  to  take  that  tremendous  flight 
and  come  down  upon  the  river  as  an  avalanche 
comes  down  on  Mont  Blanc,  and  so  spoil  my 
fishing  for  half  a  mile.  But  surely  at  other  times 
and  other  May  Fly  seasons,  when  I  have  seen  long 
grass  stems  overhung  with  May  Fly,  have  my 
eyes  deceived  me  when  I  have  seen  a  flock  of  geese 
poking  about  the  banks  and  stripping  those  grass 
stems ;  and  was  I  not  justified  in  thinking  that 
it  was  the  insect  and  not  the  grass  they  were 
after  P  But  I  am  floored  ;  I  acknowledge  it.  My 
philosopher  is  a  naturalist,  an  ornithologist,  a 
poet,  and  a  philosopher,  and  who  am  I  to  contradict 
him  ?  I  have  no  such  pretensions.  He  could,  I 
doubt  not,  fully  demonstrate  to  me  or  anyone 
else,  that  a  goose's  gizzard  would  reject  a  May  Fly 
or  any  other  insect.  I  submit  to  his  superior 
wisdom,  and  I  fall  back  upon  ducks.  I  hope  he 
won't  try  to  disturb  my  faith  in  ducks,  and  tell 
me  that  neither  ducks  nor  swallows  swallow  May 
Flies.    If  he  does  I  shall  revolt. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


THE  DECREASE  OF  SALMON. 


Not  one  moment  too  soon  has  it  been  recognised 
by  the  authorities  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  this 
country  that  the  supply  of  salmon  is  year  by  year 
decreasing  to  an  enormous  extent.  So  much  is 
this  in  evidence  that  many  rivers  which  have  been 
very  prolific  in  years  gone  by  are  now  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  fish  life. 

In  these  circumstances  those  interested  m  the 
matter,  either  from  a  pecuniary  point  of  view  or 
merely  in  a  sporting  degree,  must  have  hailed 
with  pleasure  the  appointment  by  the  Government 
of  a  commission  for  the  pui-pose  of  examining 
into,  and  if  possible,  of  rectifying  the  cause. 

It  is  now  a  long  way  back  to  the  time  when  the 
laws  were  instituted  for  the  better  protection  of 
these  fish,  yet,  strange  as  it  may  at  first  sight 
appear,  ever  since  that  date,  namely,  1861,  the 
quantity  put  upon  the  markets  has  gradually 
been  growing  less  and  less.  Since  the  time  given 
above,  the  whole  surrounding  of  our  rivers  has 
altered  materially,  and  it  may  be  said  without  fear 
of  contradiction  that  one  case  which  will  carry  out 
this  is  that  the  laws  put  forward  are  as  much 
service  to  the  end  required  as  a  link  boy  would  be 
to  light  the  way  through  the  busy  traffic  of  the 
city  of  London.  Still,  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  there  are  certain  matters  which  cannot  be 
governed  by  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  the 
whole  circumstances  have  so  completely  altered 
that  there  are  now  many  points  affecting  the 
subject  which  could  not  have  been  entertained  by 
those  whose  business  it  was  to  form  the  laws 
appertaining  to  the  matter.  One  great  event  is 
the  wonderful  increase  of  the  population,  which 
must  necessarily  affect  it  on  every  side. 

Up  to  the  present  only  official  information  has 
been  gathered  by  the  commission  which  has  been 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  so  far 
as  the  main  evidence  given  it  goes  to  prove 
that  the  principal  theory  is  that  over-netting, 
together  with  too  short  a  close  time,  are  thfe  chief 
factors  for  the  decrease.  By  a  side  path  a  few 
other  causes  have  been  put  forward  as  to  the 
effect.  One  of  these  is  the  pollution  created  by 
the  growth  in  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  in 
those  towns  bordering  the  rivers.  This  is  rather 
a  curious  assertion,  as  the  laws  affecting  the 
matter  will  not  allow  them  to  be  polluted  with 
sewage  caused  by  the  human  race.  This  is  one 
of  the  cases  which  show  how  Acts  of  Parliament 
are  framed  by  persons  who  do  not  practically 
understand  the  object  of  the  bills  they  may  be 
instructed  to  draw,  because  though,  comparatively 
speaking,  harmless  matter — and  there  is  a  ques- 
tion if  it  is  a  benefit  to  fish— is  provided  against 
in  a  summary  manner,  it  is  a  far  longer  and 
almost  endless  journey  to  over-reach  the  far  worse 
case  in  that  affecting  salmon  life,  and  this  is  the 
chemical  pollution  caused  by  manufactories  and 
mines,  together  with  clay  works. 

The  most  interesting  part  of  the  subject  will, 
no  doubt,  be  put  forward  when  those  who  have 
practical  experience  of  many  years'  standing  are 
under  examination  by  the  commission.  Again, 
beyond  these  will  be  the  scientific  evidence  which 
will  no  doubt  be  called.  At  the  present  moment 
there  is  a  very  important  matter  under  discus- 
sion among  scientists,  that  is,  as  to  whether  salmon 
do  or  do  not  feed  while  they  are  in  fresh  water, 


and  this  wiU  affect  the  case  to  its  very  coi-e. 
Only  a  year  or  two  back  an  elaborate  inquiry  was 
undertaken  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Walter 
Archer,  the  late  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries  of 
Scotland,  but  who  is  now  so  ably  filling  the  post 
in  this  country  until  lately  held  by  Mr.  Berrington, 
by  the  Principal  of  the  Research  Laboratory  in 
Edinburgh,  who  was  assisted  by  several  learned 
men  in  the  different  branches  of  the  science,  and 
their  finding  was,  after  a  long  and  minute  exami- 
nation, that  salmon  had  not   the   power  of 
digestion  after  leaving  the  salt  water,  those 
organs  of  the  body  becoming  sealed  up.  This 
decision  gave  rise  to  a  long  and  learned  discussion 
in  the  public  press,  and  now  the  outcome  of  it  is 
that  within  the  last  few  months  another  scientist 
has  produced  evidence  which  shows  that  that 
which  led  the  first-mentioned  body  to  come  to 
their  conclusion  was  caused  only  by  the  immediate 
decomposing  of  the  internal  structure  of  fish 
after  death.    It  is  a  very  old  saying  that  "  all 
doctors  differ,"  and,  this  being  the  case  in  the 
present  instance,  it  might  be  thought,  seeing  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  that  besides  the  com- 
mission which  has  been  appointed  the  Government 
should  select  a  body  of  learned  men,  specialists  in 
anatomy  and  chemistry,  to  make  further  investiga- 
tion, as  it  might  lead  to  a  clue  which  would  eventually 
help  to  solve  the  "whys  and  wherefores  "  of  the 
decrease  of  our  salmon  supply. 

Pheasamt  Tail. 


PIKE-INFESTED  TROUT  RIVERS. 


Many  rivers  in  the  South  of  England,  which, 
within  the  memory  of  middle-aged  anglers,  were, 
five-and-twenty  years  ago,  celebrated  for  the  large 
number  of  trout  their  waters  held,  have  been 
well-nigh  spoilt  by  the  advent  of  pike. 

Among  others  notable  for  their  decadence  from 
a  former  state  of  excellence  as  fine  fly-fishing 
streams  the  Itchen,  Kennet,  Colne,  Ver,  Wandle, 
and  Darent  may  be  mentioned  as  examples. 
Previous  to  1875  it  was  not  uncommon  for  a 
skilful  angler  to  capture  four  or  five  brace  of 
trout  from  fib.  upwards  during  a  May,  June,  or 
July  evening,  when  the  water,  weather,  and  "  hatch 
of  flies  "  were  favourable. 

To  give  instances  of  the  sport  once  to  be  had 
in  the  Wandle:  On  May  24,  1874,  the  writer 
caught  nine  brace  of  trout,  total  weight  32flb., 
of  which  the  eight  largest  fish  weighed  3lb.  lOoz., 
31b.  6oz.,  2ilb.,  21b.  6oz.,  2lb.  3oz.,  2lb.  loz.,  2lb., 
and  21b.  The  Field  recorded  a  "  catch  "  made  by 
their  correspondent  "  C.  D.  C,"  May  2,  1883, 
— viz.,  three  brace  of  Wandle  trout,  l^lb  to  21b., 
in  two  hours,  only  sis  fish  being  allowed  to  a  rod 
on  any  one  day  in  that  part  of  the  stream.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  make  such  captures  nowadays, 
the  river  being  infested  with  j  ack,  which  have  played 
such  havoc  with  the  yearlings  that  very  few  have 
survived  to  grow  up  to  be  breeding  fish,  and  to 
propagate  their  kind.  My  brother  and  I  for  many 
years  regularly  fished  the  Darent ;  and  previous 
to  1850  a  usual  catch  was  five  or  six  brace  per  rod 
on  favourable  fishing  days,  and  this  we  sometimes 
exceeded,  the  minimum  size  allowed  being  lOin., 
i.e.,  half-pound  fish.  During  one  evening  and  the 
next  day  in  May,  1865,  he  and  I,  fishing  up  the 
Eynsford  stream,  and  in  the  Lullingstone  Park 
water,  caught  thirty-three  brace  of  trout,  re- 
placing six  fish  not  the  regulation  haK-pound,  in 
the  river.  There  were  no  jack  in  the  Darent  then, 
but  now  they  are  numerous;  some  have  been 
destroyed  of  61b.  and  81b.,  and  I  have  been  assured 
of  even  larger  size.  The  "  vermin  "  jack  have 
been  allowed  to  multiply,  and  spoil  what  was  once, 
the  prettiest  and  most  prolific  of  Kentish  trout 
streams ;  and  it  is  now  quite  an  event  to  catch  two 
brace  of  trout  during  an  evening's  fishing. 

The  late  Mr  Francis  Francis  wrote  in  the  Field 
Dec.  4,  1880,  to  this  effect,  regarding— Pike 
in  the  southern  rivers.  "  As  to  the  keeping  down 
of  pike,  it  is  the  problem  which  will  soon  agitate 
the  owners  of  every  trout  stream,  worth  a 
farthing,  in  the  south.  More  or  less  they  are  all 
infested  by  these  brutes,  and  wherever  I  go  I 
find  them  increasing  most  rapidly.  I  was  fishing 
a  stream  only  lately,  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
streams  I  know  in  the  south,  a  stream  which  for 
trout  and  grayling — if  the  pike  were  out  of  it — ■ 
could  not  be  excelled.  The  trout  are  nearly  all 
cleared  out  of  it,  and  where  twenty  years  ago  you 
could  readily  kill  a  score  in  a  day,  you  now  will 
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not  easily  kill  a  brace  or  two.    There  are  as  yet 
plenty  of  grayling,  but  how  long  will  they  last  P 
I  will  give  a  feit  of  my  experience.    I  went  out  to 
fish  and  got  upon  a  lovely  shallow  more  than  a 
hundred  yards  long,  the  upper  part  18in.  deep 
and    deepening    off    to   3ft.,   the  perfection 
of  a  grayling  shallow— I  began  to  fish.  The 
fish  rose  well,  and  I  got  two  or  three,  when 
a  big  swirl  just  below  my  rod,  and  a  rush 
of    small  fish,   announced  Mr.  Pike  at  feed ; 
and  right  and  left  he  fed,  splashing  about  on  the 
top  of  the  water,  often  showing  his  whole  body, 
all  down  the  shallow.    He  was  a  fish  of  81b.  or 
101b.,  and  he  utterly  cleared  the  shallow,  so  that 
sport  was  hopeless.    I  went  on  down  stream,  and 
saw  several  pike  strike  from  the  bank,  and  later 
on,  towards  evening,  I  came  back  to  the  same 
shallow.    In  one  corner  there  were  two  fish  rising. 
I  went  for  them.    One  fish  I  rose  twice,  when 
suddenly  a  31b.  jack  made  a  rush  across  and 
collared  the  fish  I  had  risen.  I  then  put  up  my  rod, 
and  retired  remarking,  "  The  days  of  this  stream 
are  numbered,"  and  in  a  very  few  years  indeed 
water  that  might  very  easily  be  made  worth  £500 
or  £600  a  year  will  not  be  worth  £50.  Nothing  but 
comprehensive  and  strenuous  netting  and  wiring 
will  save  that  river,  and  many  others,  from  tota! 
destruction.*     As  for  the  Itchen,  if  strong  mea- 
sures are  not  adopted,  I  don't  give  it  five  years,  and 
I  do  most  sincerely  hope  the  proprietors  will  not 
wait  to  meet  the  difficulty  until  it  is  too  late; 
which  they  may  very  easily  do."    I  have  been 
informed  that  for  some   few  years  persistent 
endeavours  have  been  made  to  destroy,  as  far  as 
was  possible,  the  pike  in  the  Itchen.    How  did 
they  originally  get  into  the  river  ?    Possibly  from 
the  large  pond  or  lake  of  35  acres  at  Alresford— 
which  holds  an  abundance  of  pike — during  a  flood 
or  overflow ;  and  from  thence  down  stream  to 
below  Winchester.    A  iTlb.  pike  was  caught  some 
years  ago  in  the  deep  water  of  the  main  stream 
below  Woodmill,  and  the  Field,  March  3,  1877, 
recorded  the  capture  of  a  very  large  fish,  viz. : 

"Pike  in  the  Itchen. — I  succeeded  in 
capturing  a  pike  in  the  river  Itchen,  above 
Woodmill,  weighing  23i:lb.,  length  3ft.  5in., 
girth  21in.  The  fish  was  caught  with  an 
artificial  spinning  bait,  imitation  gudgeon,  I 
landedhim  single-handed. — Naval  Officer." 

The  Colne  and  Ver  are  both  overrun  with  jack 
and  pike.  In  the  former  river  are  many  pike  of 
considerable  size  :  I  have  captured  some  from 
81b.  to  141b.  each,  and  one  of  191b.  In  the 
tributary  —  the  Ver  —  one  afternoon,  between 
Mead's  Farm,  Park  Street,  and  the  deep  water 
towards  Moor-Mill,  I  caught  seventeen  jack 
"  spinning  "  a  gudgeon ;  and  have  taken  others 
there  with  small  live  frogs  for  baits.  Twenty 
years  ago  the  Ver  was  a  fish-fuU  stream— its 
trout  being  excellent  for  form,  flavour,  and 
fighting  when  hooked.  But  trout  are  far 
fewer  than  they  were;  jack  are  in  a  great 
measure  answerable  for  this ;  they  destroy  the 
infant  fario,  while  roach  and  chub — which  are 
numerous — consume  the  trout  ova  at  spawning 
time.  The  Ver's  "  glory  has  departed."  Many 
of  its  two  and  three-pound  trout  have  graced  my 
fish-creel,  and  on  one  occasion  when  the  late 
J.  J.  Manley,  M.A.,  and  the  keeper  were  with  me, 
I  caught  a  five-pounder  with  a  big  alder-fly  just 
above  Park  Street  bridge  ;  this  fish  and  six  other 
Ver  and  Colne  trout — total  weight  22Ubs. — I 
have  preserved  and  setup  in  one  glass  case. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


PLANT  LIFE  AND  TROUT  LIFE. 


THE  RECENT  FINE  TAKE  OF  TROUT 
ON  THE  WORTHTS  FISHERY. 


In  our  note  about  this  last  week,  by  a  slip  of 
some  kind,  we  said  Lord  Winchester  killed  the 
big  trout ;  it  was  Lord  Winchilsea.  Mr.  A. 
Wynne  Corrie  has  also  been  having  some  wonder- 
ful sport  with  small  fly,  killing  last  week,  among 
several  over  21b.,  one  of  41b.  and  one  of  4lb.  13oz. 
— probably  the  largest  trout  taken  on  this  part 
of  the  Itchen  on  small  fly.  Mr.  A.  Wynne  Corrie 
says  he  cannot  too  highly  praise  the  fine  gut 
casts  on  which  he  got  these  fish  without  losing 
one.  They  were  supplied  by  Messrs  Eaton  and 
Deller,  of  Bury-street,  St.  James's,  London. 

*  Is  this  river  the  Test  ?  Why  not  invite  a  pike  angler 
— or  two — to  fish — to  ezterminate  the  pike  ? — A.  J. 


Trout  to  do  well  require  plenty  of  water  to 
run  over  them,  be  it  in  pond  or  stream,  and  the 
cooler  the  water  the  healthier  they  will  keep, 
though  cold  water  wiU  neither  grow  big  fish  nor 
the  maximum  of  food — it  wants  sunshine  to  do 
the  latter. 

To  construct  ponds  quite  near  the  springs,  or 
over  the  springs  themselves,  is  certainly  working 
for  safety ;  but  such  ponds  will  grow  little  if  any 
food,  and  only  very  little  plant  life,  and  little 
of  it  comparatively.  The  water  that  runs  over 
trout  that  are  to  grow  plump  and  fat  must  have 
had  wind  and  sunshine  to  waken  up  its  dormant 
life,  though  the  trout  themselves  are  much  better 
in  the  cool  shade. 

Modern  fish  culture,  which  works  for  heavily 
stocked  waters  and  ponds,  and  resorts  to  artificial 
feeding,  is  all  the  more  in  want  of  these  seemingly 
opposite  principles : 

1.  Plenty  of  cold  water  and  plenty  of  oxygen 

for  the  fish. 

2.  Plenty  of  warmth  and  a  slow  current  to 

develop  plant  and  insect  life,  so  as  to 
re-establish  as  far  as  possible  natural 
conditions. 

The  late  Mr.  Andrews  (one  of  the  keenest  and  most 
practical  students  of  water  life)  tried  to  meet  the 
difiiculty  by  placing  between  the  ponds  containing 


in  a  short  shaded  run  the  largest  possible  aeration 
that  the  fall  of  the  land  will  allow  us.  We  then 
lead  the  main  body  of  the  water  right  into  the 
eai-th  pond  or  ponds  that  shelters  our  fish, 
remembering  always  that  one  pond  with  all  the 
water  through  it  will  caiTy  a  larger  head  of  fish 
with  greater  safety  than  two  ponds  side  by  side 
containing  each  half  the  amount  of  fish.  We 
shall  have  less  screens  to  watch  in  one  pond  than 
in  two,  and  the  fish  will  take  the  food  better 
besides. 

From  the  main  body,  before  it  enters  the  fish 
pond,  we  branch  off  a  smaller  supply  sideways, 
and  this  we  lead  into  shallower  ponds,  serpentining 
them  so  as  to  give  the  water  plenty  of  time  and 
surface  to  warm  up,  and  ultimately  we  lead  their 
water,  and  with  it  the  food  it  carries,  down  into 
the  fish  pond  also  thus : 
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We  make  the  fish  pond  6ft.  to  8ft.  deep,  the 
deeper  the  better  (as  long  as  its  depth  is  not  too 


his  fish  ponds  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  water 
plants  only  (mostly  cress  beds),  and,  in  a  way, 
this  was  a  great  gain.  The  cress  beds  acted  as 
nurseries  for  water  shrimps  and  snails,  but,  the 
trout  above  and  below  requiring  all  the  current 
and  coldness  of  water  that  could  be  given  to 
them,  no  very  great  amount  of  food  could  be 
produced  in  these  nurseries,  and  no  great  benefit 
resulted  to  the  trout.  For  the  heavy  feeding 
resorted  to  in  modern  fish  ponds,  with  their  heavy 
stocking,  the  sweetening  capabilities  of  water- 
cress in  such  small  quantities  as  I  have  usually 
seen  it  grown  in  English  hatcheries — admirable 
though  the  plant  is  in  itself — are  insignificant 
and  little  more  than  a  make-belief. 

Where  river  water  is  run  over  fish  ponds,  and 
the  fish  ponds  themselves  are  fairly  large  earth 
ponds,  a  little  more  natural  food  may  enter  the 
ponds ;  but  with  the  river  water  we  have  aU  the 
dangers  of  a  sudden  rise  in  temperature  in  the 
ponds,  and  great  danger  in  using  artificial  food 
at  all. 

After  all,  spring  water  (and,  if  possible,  spring 
water  from  the  limestone  or  the  chalk)  will  be 
found  necessary  to  keep  up  a  large  head  of  fish  in 
a  given  area,  and  with  spring  water  and  fairly 
large  earth  ponds  we  have  it  in  our  hands  to 
control  both  temperature  and  the  rise  and  fall  of 
plants,  of  insect  life,  if  we  only  go  the  right  way 
about  it. 

We  take  our  water  from  the  spring,  and  give  it 


great  to  hinder  us  from  seeing  its  bottom),  as 
depth  will  be  an  additional  safeguard  in  keeping 
the  fish  healthy. 

The  plant  ponds,  on  the  contrary,  we  make 
shallow,  and  2ft.  6in.  will  generally  be  found  a 
good  workable  depth,  allowing  the  sun  to  warm 
up  the  bottom  thoroughly  and  quickly,  All 
the  ponds  we  must  be  able  to  draw  down  sepa- 
rately and  thoroughly,  the  fish  pond  for  restocking, 
and  the  plant  pond  fof  the  necessary  sweetening. 
Three  plant  ponds  will  be  found  better  than  two, 
as  one  will  always  be  able  to  rest  in  its  turn. 

I  have  found  by  actual  experience  that  the 
spring  water  will  enter  the  E  fish  pond  at  an 
average  of  58°  to  60°  F.,  while  the  smaller  spring 
water  supply  will  heat  up  pond  C  during  summer 
to  about  65°.  The  latter  temperature,  though 
admirable  for  producing  the  maximum  of  food 
and  plant  life,  is  already  very  near  the  danger 
limit  for  trout  life. 

We  have,  therefore,  side  by  side,  and  working 
with  the  same  cold  water  supply,  our  fish  pond 
E  kept  at  a  reasonable  temperature  for  trout  life, 
and  our  warm  water  ponds,  C  and  D,  flushing  out 
of  their  surplus  the  warm-bred  animal  life  into 
the  trout  pond,  which  the  latter's  low  temperature 
alone  could  not  produce. 

Whilst  in  the  spring  and  the  small  main  leader, 
only  watercress,  shrimps,  and  caddis  worms  will  1 
thrive  well,  the  warm  water  ponds  call  into  life  ' 
very  early  quite  a  different  class  of  plant  life, 


Jl 


Jtjlt  21,  1900] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


45 


fine  alga3,  waterlilies,  and  lemnae,  and  with  them 
an  enormous  supply  of  shellfish  {Lymnx),  which 
we  can  easily  skim  off  the  water  by  the  bucketful 
and  transfer  into  our  fish  pond.  How  much  food, 
and  how  easily  produced,  such  ponds  render  we 
will  show  in  our  next.  S.  Jaffe. 


RONALD'S  HOUSE.* 


The  small  genteel  residence  is  beautifully 
situate  in  the  charming  valley  of  the  Blythe.  The 
approach  thereto  (which  is  finely  timbered)  leads 
ofE  the  main  road  from  the  county  (Stafford)  town 
to  Uttoxeter,  eight  miles  from  the  former  and 
four  from  the  latter  places. 

An  exceedingly  fine  kitchen  garden,  extending 
to  an  acre  (and  screened  from  cold  winds  by  holly 
hedges  of  immense  height),  abuts  on  the  east 
front.  The  foreground  of  the  picture  is  due 
south. 

A  small  grass  farm,  extending  to  twelve  or 
fifteen  acres,  lets  with  the  house,  and  the  river 
Blythe  runs  through  the  farm  on  the  north. 
Angling  rights,  however,  on  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring estates  are  retained  by  the  landowners. 


On  the  left  of  the  firs  is  a  small,  well-vegetated 
pool  swarming  with  insect  life,  and  no  doubt  con- 
tributed miTch  material  knowledge  to  Ronald  in 
the  compilation  of  his  work,  "The  Fly-fisher's 
Entomology."  A  stream  from  the  south-western 
hills  and  oak  woods  feed  the  pool  in  question,  and 
flows  on  therefrom  to  the  river  at  the  back. 

The  Green  Drake,  and  many  forms  of 
ephemeridse  and  phryganidae  are  profusely 
plentiful  here  and  there,  coupled  with  the  various 
moUuscan  families,  could  not  fail  to  offer  a  rich 
field  of  research  to  the  naturalist. 

Without  going  very  deeply  into  the  moUuscan 
world,  we  may  state  that  the  very  best  forms,  as 
fish  feeders,  abound,  and  these  may  be  briefly 
enumerated  as  lymnse  (with  var.'  peregra  pre- 
ponderating), sphereum  (var.  corneum  in  strongest 
evidence),  and  planorbis  (with  var.  vortex  at  the 
front).  The  pretty  spiral  bythinia  (tentaculata), 
with  the  apercalum,  or  hinged  door,  to  his  house, 
adds  another  fine  form  of  fish  food,  and  we  need 
not  go  further  for  present  purposes  than  mention 
the  univalve  ancylus  (with  var.  fluviatilis  to  the 
fore). 

The  larger,  but  less  useful,  forms  of  fish- 
feeding  moUusca,  to  wit,  anadonta  cygnse,  ditto 


follow  the  creeper  and  stonefly  (called  in  the 
north  the  Mayfly),  which  last  as  long  as  hawthorn 
blossom  lasts,  the  stonefly  only  ending  with  the 
first  good  fresh  after  the  middle  of  June ;  then, 
thi-ee  days  later,  the  trout,  glutted  with  fly,  are 
eager  for  a  change  of  diet  and  take  the  worm  on 
the  Stewart  greedily,  this  branch  of  sport  con- 
tinuing until  the  beginning  of  August,  when 
trout  fall  back  into  the  pools  and  evince  a  pre- 
ference for  flies  almost  as  marked  as  that  in 
spring.  This  is  the  simple  calendar  of  day 
fishing  for  trout  in  clear  waters. 

But  for  some  reason  or  other  the  Cumberland 
anglers  have  begun  to  ignore  the  creeper  and 
stonefly  season,  relying  on  the  worm  as  a  substi- 
tute. It  is  suggested  that  the  larva  and  fly  of 
Perla  marginata  (as  an  entomological  expert  con- 
nected with  the  Field,  to  whom  I  sent  specimens 
years  ago,  identified  the  north-country  creeper 
and  stonefly)  has  become  scarce  through  the 
demands  for  them  when  extensively  fished  years 
ago.  That  may  be  so;  I  exhausted  more 
than  one  extensive  gravel  bed  myself.  Still,  I 
think  it  is  more  likely  that  it  has  been  dis- 
covered that  the  clear-water  worm  is  a  fair 
substitute.    No  doubt  it  is.    It  was  an  axiom 


For  many  years  the  tenants  (being  exclusively  of 
the  agricultural  class)  have  been  privileged  by 
the  noble  landlord  or  his  representatives  to  let  off 
the  front  rooms  to  summer  visitors  with  families 
seeking  the  sweet  solace  and  retirement  of  this 
beautifully  rural  home.  No  wonder  Ronald 
studied  Nature  here  in  Nature's  very  garden  of 
beauty. 

In  the  knowledge  of  the  writer  of  these  notes 
in  years  gone  by  the  noble  owner  has  granted 
permits  for  angling  on  the  short  length  of  water 
percolating  the  farm.  The  property  lies  on  the 
north-western  boundary  of  the  Ohartley  estate, 
and  owned  by  the  noble  Lord  Ferrers.  The 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury's  Gratwich  estate  here  joins 
it.  The  fine  old  park  of  Chai-tley,  noted  for  its 
grand  herd  of  wild  cattle  and  the  red  and  fallow 
deer,  are  within  half  a  mile.  The  trains  of  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  meander  the  beautiful 
valley  at  the  back  of  the  house,  the  traces  of 
which  are  suddenly  lost  as  the  flame  and  smoke 
and  groan  of  the  huge  iron  horse  with  its  living 
freight  enters  the  tunnel  in  the  hills. 

A  station  (Grindley)  on  the  Great  Northern  (Staf- 
ford and  Uttoxeter  section)  is  conveniently  near. 

*  His  sojourn  here  (which  was  but  of  short  dnration) 
terminated  in  the  early  forties. 


anatina  and  unio,  are  found  in  the  Blythe  and 
neighbourhood. 

A  naturalist  with]  family  seeking  a  few  weeks' 
delightful  retirement  could  not  do  better  than 
apply  to  Mrs.  Burton,  Lea  Fields,  near  Uttoxeter. 
^  F.  S.  P. 


THE  SEASONS  IN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Young  anglers  are  continually  growing  up  who 
have  everything  to  learn,  old  anglers  are  as 
steadily  passing  into  the  sere  and  yellow,  when 
only  one  here  and  there  retains  the  "  infinite 
capacity  for  taking  trouble,"  and  thus  one  finds 
simple  rules  of  trout  angling  pass  into  desuetude 
for  want  of  counsel  and  reminder.  I  speak  only 
of  trout  angling  in  the  north.  There  the  seasons 
are  as  well  marked  as  they  are  in  the  succession 
of  blossom  and  flower.  You  know  how  the  latter 
run:  Buttercup  and  daisy,  primrose  and  violet, 
hawthorn  blossom  and  ox-eye  daisy,  wild  rose  and 
honeysuckle,  and  then  comes  the  harebell  to  show 
that  summer  is  closing  and  autumn  is  at  hand. 
Similarly,  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  flooded 
waters  when  worm  and  minnow  are  the  only 
lures,  we  have  the  artificial  fly  from  the  opening 
of  the  season  until  the  hot  weather  of  May  brings 
out  the  grannom  (or  greentail)  in  myriads ;  then 


of  the  late  Dickie  Routledge,  of  revered  memory, 
that  "when  trout  wiU  take  the  creeper  they 
will  take  a  worm."  So  they  will,  but  they  have 
to  be  fished  for  in  creeper  water— sharp,  gravelly 
streams,  where  they  hunt  the  creeper  in  hot 
sunshine  in  May  and  early  June.  And  after  all, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  after  long  ex- 
perience of  the  branches  of  sport  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  the  creeper  is  more  deadly  than  the 
worm,  while  on  a  windy,  showery  day  the  stonefly 
kills  better  than  any  other  lure  when  the  waters 
are  low  and  clear.  The  only  advantage  of  the 
worm  over  the  creeper  is  that  in  fishing  the 
latter  the  angler  must  snap  the  fish  at  the 
moment  of  taking  or  they  detect  the  deception 
and  eject  the  bait.  The  stonefly  has,  on  the 
other  hand,  an  advantage  over  every  other  lure 
in  the  fact  that  trout,  if  they  rise  and  miss  it, 
will  follow  it  and  come  again  and  again  if  the 
angler  refrains  from  striking  until  he  sees,  by  the 
straightening  of  the  line,  that  the  bait  has  been 
taken.  Why  I  insist  on  the  observance  of  the 
creeper  and  stonefly  season  is  that  fishing  with 
these  baits  is  more  cleanly  and  sportsmanlike 
than  is  the  use  of  the  worm,  even  the  best 
scoured  quality  of  "  Edinburgh  pinktails." 

The  flood  to  carry  the  last  of  the  stonefly  away 
came  this  year  after  a  downpour  of  rain  on  Mid- 
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summer  Day,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  (June  2  7)  the 
prospects  of  clear- water  worm  fishing  are  excellent. 
Everybody  seems  to  know  how  to  fish  the  "  flying 
worm  "  now,  but  old  hands  generally  know  a  thing 
or  two  which  they  keep  up  their  sleeves.  There  is 
one  wi-inkle  which  may  be  mentioned,  and  that  is, 
how  to  secure  your  worms  if  you  do  not  feel  dis- 
posed to  go  to  the  expense  of  sending  away  for 
them.  Midden  worms  are  no  good,  as  they  will 
not  toughen,  although  the  brandling  worm,  which 
some  fancy,  can  only  be  got  in  horse-middens. 
The  universal  custom  in  Cumberland  is  one  which 
was  lately  described  as  being  the  invention  of  a 
Welshman.  The  worm-seeker  takes  a  common 
local  kitchen  poker— a  pointed  rod  of  iron  some 
two  feet  long— and  tkrusting  it  into  the  ground 
in  a  grass  field  close  by  a  cow's  dung,  wriggles 
and  waggles  it  about  without  cessation.  Presently 
the  worms,  suspecting  an  earthquake,  come 
tumbling  to  the  surface  in  alarm  to  see  what  the 
matter  is,  and  sufficient  worms  for  a  day's  fishing 
can  soon  be  collected. 

Thirty  years  ago,  two  other  "  seasons "  for 
natural  lures  for  trout  were  regularly  looked 
forward  to  by  old  anglers.  The  first  was  the 
brackenclock  (or  femweb,  of  which  the  cock-a- 
bonddhu  is  the  artificial  imitation),  which  flourishes 
when  the  wild  rose  is  blooming.  Fished  under 
bushes  and  trees,  this  was  at  one  time,  perhaps, 
the  most  deadly  bait  of  all  in  Cumberland  while 
it  lasted.  Mr.  Steel,  of  the  Carlisle  Journal,  and 
Geo.  Ferguson,  the  club's  keeper,  once  killed  401b. 
of  trout  with  it  at  Armathwaite,  but  a  succession 
of  cold  springs  almost  exterminated  the  little 
beetle,  which,  however,  was  reported  last  summer 
to  be  looking  up  again.  The  other  insect  which 
had  its  season,  and  was  a  favourite  with  a  few  old 
hands,  was  the  insect  called  the  downlooker, 
locally  known  as  "  Tommy-look-down,"  with  the' 
accent  on  the  last  syllable.  An  old  Caldew  angler 
once  told  me  that  a  few  days  before  he  had  found 
the  trout  taking  the  downlooker  voraciously,  and 
he  declared  that  if  he  could  have  got  a  sufficient 
supply  of  the  insects  he  could  easily  have  killed 
401b.  of  fish  that  day. 

This  frequent  mention  of  "  401bs."  reminds  me 
that  Dickie  Routledge,  who  was  equally  expert 
at  all  branches  of  trout  and  salmon  fishing,  made 
his  best  basket  of  trout  in  one  day,  401b8.,  with 
the  artifical  fly  on  a  raw  day  in  May  with  an  east 
wind.  So  that  the  fly— while  of  aU  methods  of 
catching  trout  the  most  sportsmanlike,  elegant, 
least  troublesome,  and,  as  I  think,  the  most 
difficult  to  acquire  proficiency  at,  unless  the 
angler  is  by  natural  gift  a  first-rate  hand— holds 
the  field  as  the  best  killer,  although  no  doubt  the 
average  size  of  the  trout  caught  wjth  the  creeper, 
stonefly,  clear-water  worm,  minnow,  and  bustard, 
by  night,  is  larger  than  the  general  run  of  a  fly 
fisher's  basket.  Greta 


ON  MIDGES. 


The  months  of  June  and  July  are,  perhaps, 
the  most  exasperating  to  the  fly-fisher  of  any  in 
the  year,  chiefly  owing  to  the  existence  of  hordes 
of  those  minute  insects  which  have  earned  for 
themselves  the  well  deserved  title  of  "curses" 
among  the  angling  fraternity.  They  are  not 
only  difficult  to  imitate,  but  aggravating  also  in 
actual  use,  for  the  hooks  are  obliged  to  be  so 
minute  in  size  that,  on  an  average,  the  loss  of 
hooked  fish  is  about  five  out  of  every  six.  Still, 
on  the  principle  that 

It's  better  to  have  hooked  and  lost 
Than  never  to  have  hooked  at  all, 
I  never  despair,  even  when  the  fish  are  "  midging," 
and  it  is  in  order  to  give  the  readers  a  few  good 
patterns  that  I  am  writing  the  present  article. 
When  I  first  commenced  to  fish  with  artificial  fly, 
some  thirty-five  years  ago,  the  only  midge  that 
was  obtainable  at  the  local  fishing  tackle  empo- 
rium was  the  Black  Gnat,  and  even  to  my 
inexperienced  eyes  the  size  that  they  were 
dressed  seemed  very  disproportionate  to  the  real 
thing,  being  more  like  bluebottles.  Therefore,  a 
cousm  and  I  put  our  heads  together,  and,  after 
many  failures,  succeeded  in  producing  a  great 
deal  better  imitation,  the  dressing  of  which  was 
as  follows : 

Black  Midge.— Body,  bronze  harl  and  pui-ple 
silk,  wrapped  on  not  too  thickly.  Wings,  two 
tiny  slips  of  lightest  starling.  Hook,  000,  Kendal 
scale.    Legs  of  black  hackle  may  be  added  if 


desired,  but  I  prefer  them  without,  as  it  is  then  a 
far  neater  imitation. 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  sent  me  some 
lovely  Black  Midges  with  fish  scale  wings,  and 
with  them  I  had  excellent  sport  on  that  famous 
trout  stream,  Driffield  Beck,  but  the  great 
objection  to  them  is  that  the  wings  will  not  stand 
much  hard  work. 

The  Knotted  Midge.— Body,  bronze  harl  and 
piirple  silk,  twisted  and  wrapped  neatly  on, 
hackled  with  a  peewit's  topping.  Hook,  No.  000, 
Kendal  scale.  This  is  a  Wharfedale  pattern,  or, 
rather,  an  improvement  on  the  same,  by  Mr.  H. 
Bradshaw,  of  Bramley,  who  is  also  the  inventor 
of  that  well-known  grayling  fly,  Bradshaw's 
Fancy.  It  is  an  excellent  killer  on  every  water 
where  I  have  tried  it. 

Stone  Midge. — Body,  heron's  harl,  hackled  with 
small  grey  feather  from  a  heron.  Hook,  00, 
Kendal  scale. 

A  capital  evening  fly ;  in  fact,  a  better  cannot 
be  found.  Also  on  hot  days  in  a  clearing  water. 
It  is  my  favourite,  along  with  the  next  pattern, 
under  such  conditions. 

The  Tail  to  Tail  — Body,  flesh-coloured  silk  and 
brown  turkey  harl,  twisted  together  and  neatly 
wrapped  on,  hackled  with  a  sooty  black  hen's 
hackle.    Hook,  00,  Kendal  scale. 

This  pattern  is  given  in  Mr.  Aldam's  unique 
work  on  flies,  and  ever  since  I  first  got  to  know 
about  it  from  that  source  it  has  seldom  lacked  a 
place  on  my  cast  during  June  and  July.  -  On  two 
occasions,  viz.,  on  the  Eden  at  Botcherby  Lane 
End,  near  Carlisle,  and  on  the  Ribble  at  Settle,  I 
had  exceptional  sport  with  it  in  a  clearing  water. 
I  introduced  it  to  the  notice  of  "  Watchet,"  who 
tried  it  on  the  Suir,  near  Clonmel,  with  great 
success. 

TTie  Grey  Midge.— Body,  yellow  silk,  hackled 
with  small  feather  from  a  woodcock's  breast. 
Hook,  No.  0,  Kendal  scale. 

One  of  J ackson's  patterns,  and  is  also  a  very 
good  evening  fly.  I  have  seen  the  air  thick  with 
them  at  the  close  of  a  hot  June  day. 

The  Green  Midge.  —  Body,  pea  green  silk, 
hackled  with  the  pale  blue  feather  from  a  tern  or 
sea  swallow.    Hook,  No.  00,  Kendal  scale. 

Although  this  fly  may  be  found  on  the  water 
during  the  summer  months  its  real  time  is  the 
autumn,  when  the  leaves  are  decaying.  Both  in 
Derbyshire  and  Yorkshire  I  have  had  great  sport 
among  the  grayling  with  this  fly.  There  are 
other  patterns  that  I  have  heard  of  and  tried,  but 
the  above  six  are  th^  best,  and  may  be  relied 
upon  anywhere. 

As  a  rule  a  couple  of  midges  are  enough  to 
mount  on  a  cast,  for  when  fish  are  midging  they 
are  very  shy,  and  easily  disturbed.  Your  gut 
cannot  be  too  fine,  although  "  Watchet,"  in  a 
recent  letter  to  me,  remarks  that  in  the  Suir, 
where  there  are  weed-beds  4ft.  in  depth,  it  is 
impossible  to  use  such  fine  gut  as  he  knows  that 
I  am  in  the  habit  of  using. 

Dace  are  exceedingly  partial  to  midges,  and  it 
is  splendid  practice  for  an  embryo  trout  fisher 
to  have  a  turn  on  a  river  where  these  silvery  fish 
abound,  for  by  the  time  that  he  has  become 
expert  in  hooking  dace  he  will  be  quite  ready 
to  try  his  hand  upon  the  trout.  Midges  invariably 
kill  the  best  on  thickly  wooded  water,  and  many 
a  broiling  hot  day  have  I  waded  up  the  Yore 
through  Hackfall  or  the  Wharfe  through 
Bolton  Woods,  and  nearly  been  devoured  by 
them.  I  have  tried  nearly  every  remedy  that  I 
have  been  told  about  as  a  safeguard  from  the 
attack  of  the  little  demons,  and  have  found  the 
"  Anti-moustique"  made  by  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet 
and  Sons,  of  Redditch,  by  far  the  most  efficacious. 

Days  of  Yore. 


Cricklade  HotrsE,  Andovbr,  to  be  Sold 
WITH  Fishing.— Messrs.  Hampton  and  Sons, 
1,  Cockspur-street,  S.W.,  will  sell  at  the  Mart, 
Tokenhouse  Yard,  E.C.,  on  Monday,  July  30,  the 
freehold  property  known  as  Cricklade  House, 
Andover,  a  cottage  residence  (eight  bed  rooms), 
with  twenty  acres  of  grounds,  orchard  and 
meadows,  and  a  mile  of  private  trout  fishing. 
Particulars  can  be  had  of  Messrs.  Hampton. 

FoBBisN  Books  and  Pebiodioals.— MesBrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Go.,  St.  Dunstan'a  Hoase,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
■apply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Boolcs  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  week 
Catalogue  gratis. 


THE  ROCK  ANGLER'S  SEASON. 


Were  proof  needed  of  the  growing  popularity 
of  sea  angling  it  would  be  found  in  the  numerous 
queries  which  crop  up  at  this  time  in  the  angling 
press,  and  also  from  private  correspondents  as  to 
the  sport,  the  tackle,  and  where  to  go  to  be  most 
conveniently  and  best  served.  These  have  con- 
stantly been  on  the  increase  during  the  past 
decade,  but  more  particularly  during  the  latter 
half  of  it,  when  sea  angling  came  to  stay  as  the 
sport  of  the  middle  class  citizen  on  holiday  bent. 
He  has  discovered  that  bracing  sea  air  can  be 
profitably  and  cheaply  combined  with  the  fasci- 
nating sport  of  sea  angling ;  that  his  holiday  can 
be  looked  forward  to  without  the  dread  of  ennui, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  overcrowding,  and  the 
harassing  worry  to  make  ends  meet  in  the  much 
boomed  fashionable  seaside  resort,  and  conse- 
quently he  prefers  the  rocks  and  their  solitude  to 
the  babble  of  the  crowd. 

Moreover,  trout  angling,  once  so  free  and  so 
come-at-able  when  once  north  of  the  border,  like 
everything  else  has  gradually  gone  beyond  his 
reach.  Good  trout  angling  in  July  and  August 
is  to  be  had  only  in  the  lochs  and  streams  when 
there  is  abundance  of  moisture,  and  is  now  so  well 
guarded  that  the  golden  key  necessary  to  open  the 
door  in  the  rush  of  the  season  is  not  within  the 
means  of  the  average  citizen.  A  few  places  still 
remain,  but  they  are,  on  the  other  hand,  not 
come-at-able  without  a  good  deal  of  local 
knowledge  and  heavy  travelling.  Whenever  they 
are  discovered  the  ubiquitous  hotel  keeper  is  soon 
on  the  spot.  The  humble  inn,  with  accommoda- 
tion for  man  and  beast,  at  28.  a  night  for  the 
former  and  Is.  for  the  latter,  gives  place  to  the 
palatial  building  with  electric  lights,  electric  bells, 
electric  lifts,  and  the  "  electric "  exchange  of 
coin. 

Sea  angling  is,  as  yet,  free,  and  unless  a  rod  tax 
or  a  revolution  take  place  in  the  economy  of 
nature  and  nations  we  fail  to  comprehend  when  it 
will  ever  be  possible  to  make  it  otherwise.  The 
sport  is,  bar  very  stormy  weather,  almost  a 
certainty,  and  the  cost  of  tackle,  attendance,  and 
baits  a  mere  bagatelle  compared  with  the  first 
charges  of  the  trout  angler's  outfit. 

The  first  two  queries,  as  to  sport  and  tackle,  are 
easily  answered,  and  can  be  simply  stated,  but 
the  third,  as  to  where  to  go,  can  be  only  generally 
summarised.   It  would  be  invidious  to  select  one 
or  two  spots  in  300  miles  of  coast,  any  bit  of 
which  might  prove  as  prolific  of  sport  as  the 
centres  specified.    We  have  enjoyed  the  best  of 
rock  angling  on  shores  and  promontories  ad- 
jacent to  the  remotest  of  fishing  hamlets,  and 
happened  on  more  by  chance  than  good  manage- 
ment.   For  instance :    It  was  in  July,  1880, 
when   two  of  us  were  on  a    holiday  tramp 
from  Aberdeen  to  Edinburgh,  and  took  the  coast, 
by  way  of  exploiting  its  mysteries,  caves,  marine 
zoology,  botany,  and  all  the  rest  of  it.    This  was 
the  learned  plan  originally  sketched  out,  and  we 
were  to  arrive  in  "  Auld  Reekie  "  heavily  laden 
with  specimens  of  our  original  research,  and 
probably  claim  the  Heriot's  College  medal  or 
some  such  "  Victoria  Cross "  of  science.  Our 
first  day  landed  us  at  a  little  fishing  village  a  few 
miles  south  of  Stonehaven,  caUed  Katerline,  and 
two  miles  or  so  from  the  famous  ruins  of 
Dunottar  Castle,  which,  of  course,  were  most 
critically  and  historically  explored.    I  had  the 
history  on  my  finger-ends,  and  acted  as  guide, 
philosopher,  and  friend  to  my  companion,  who 
after  an  hour  of  it  broke  in  with  "  I  say,  Mac, 
don't  you  think  we've  had  quite  enough  "  shop  " 
during  the  last  twelve  months  ?   Let's  have  a 
break,  and  try  if  we  can't  get  a  little  fishing  by 
way  of  a  change."    It  was  the  first — and  last>-- 
historical  lecture  I  ever  ventured  on  to  the  same 
audience. 

We  found  the  coastguardsman  at  Katerline 
most  communicative,  and  he  directed  us  to  the 
miller.  The  miller  then  at  Mill  of  Uras,  now  in 
big  way  near  Dundee,  was  "  fishing  daft,"  as  his 
wife  said,  and  as  we  ultimately  found,  to  our 
immense  benefit  and  daily  joy.  What  rods  he 
did  not  have  he  borrowed,  and  for  the  n^t  three 
weeks  we  fished  morning,  noon,  and  night,  as  the 
tides  suited,  from  the  rocks  at  Katerline  and 
Edinburgh.  Our  destination  was  ultimately 
reached  by  train  via  Johnshaven,  then  the  nearest 
railway  station.   If  we  did  not  happen  to  know 
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BURBERRYS'  ANCLING  OUTFIT. 

Thia  Fishing  Outfit  conBists  of  a  "  Coat-waistcoat  "  and  a  Gabardine  Over-all.  The  Coat-waistcoat— made  of  either  |homespun  (lined  nrber  silk,  with  silk  sleeves)  or  Gabirdine  (lined  camel  hair, 
with  cardigan  sleeves)— has  in  front  six  pockets,  conveniently  placed  for  carrying  everything  essential  without  the  usual  impedimenta,  the  two  lower  pockets  expanding,  lake  a  lot  of  filling.  At 
the  back  Is  a  large  detachable  mackintosh  pocket  for  currying  fish,  which  can  be  turned  inside  oot  and  washeil.  The  "  Coat-waistcoat  "  is  worn  either  in  conjunction  with  the  "  Over-all "  or  each 
separately.  Waders  brace  over  the  waistcoit,  and,  if  raining,  the  "  Over-all,"  which  is  loose  and  fre3  fltting,  gives  complete  proteciion.  If  not  required  it  packs  easily  into  the  pocket.  The  freest 
»nd  most  conveniently  complete  Weatherproof  Outfit  for  fishing. 


"  COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  showing  arrangement  of  pockets.        "COAT-WAISTCOAT,"  ehowmg  detachable  pocket  for  fish  carrying.  FISHING  "  OVER- ALL." 

"00"  Price  Lists,  Patterns,  and  Designs  Post  Free,  or  Garments  may  be  seen  at  our  autliorised  Agents,  or  at— 
BURBEBBYS,    30,   HAYIVIARKET,   LONDON,   and  BASINGSTOKE. 

SCOTT     STREET     Manufacturer   of    every    description  of 

*    FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
PERTHi  of  the  World. 

1\/f         T  _  -|-  _  -pgr  '  jS 

Supepiop  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheapt  RODS. 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


The  only  perfect  Casting  Eeel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Tront,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse 
Fishing.  Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  easting.  Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


Patent  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon 

Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies  MALLnPH'S 
of  all  sizes.   Handy  and  compact.   Each  fly  secured    llinuuvuil  w 


WIALLOCH'S 


Gold  Medal  SAXilON  and 
TEOUT  EEELS,  unsurpassed 


by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment    for  durability  and  finish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 
of  sizes  to  choose  from.  work. 

Gold  Medal  SALMON 
GBILSE,  and  SEA  THOUT 
FLIES. 


WIALLOCH'S 


MAI  I  nfU'C  Gold  Medal  BIVEK  and 
ITinLl-UUn  O   LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 


Gut. 


IX.I-XTS"r.n^T3E2X>    HEISTS    i'JrtEEI. : 

AWARDED      TEN      &OLD      AND      OTHER      MEDALS  FOR 


Telegrams : 
EXCELLEISTCE 


MAI  I  nPU'C    Oold    Medal  FLOATING 
lllMLl-Uli/n  O   TBOUT  FLIES   with  Up- 
right Wings. 


Most  Extenslvo  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Pattema, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Bivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 


'MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

IN  FISHING- 


TACKLE. 


48 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[July  21,  1900 


much  of  rock  angling  before,  which  one  of  us  at 
least  thought  he  did,  we  neither  of  us  have 
learned  much  since,  for  a  more  expert  rock 
angler  than  the  miller  it  has  not  yet  been  our 
fortunate  lot  to  meet.  He  fished  for  everything 
that  would  take  a  bait,  a  fly,  or  that  would  hover 
long  enough  over  his  bright  naked  hooks  to  be 
ripped. 

It  was  the  month  of  July,  and  our  average  take 
for  three  weeks  running  of  cod,  saithe  (coalfish) 
and  herring  was  about  Icwt.  a  day  to  the  three 
rods,  mostly  two,  for  the  miller's  chief  duty  con- 
sisted in  baiting  the  hooks,  and  superintending 
the  operations  generally. 

This  personal  reminiscence,  which  has  been, 
moreover,  repeated  several  times  during  the  past 
twenty  years,  on  different  parts  of  the  east,  north, 
and  west  coasts,  will  serve  to  show  that  whatever 
part  of  coast  one  may  hit  upon,  one  need  not  fear 
the  want  of  local  assistance,  and  such  will  be 
always  necessary,  at  least,  for  the  first  few  days  at 
any  rate.  A  gratuity  in  the  shape  of  a  pipe,  a 
roll  of  tobacco,  and  such  like,  will  be  all  that  is 
necessary  to  command  the  best  services  of  the 
locality,  unless  any  direct  charges  may  be  made. 
Of  course,  if  a  working  man  spends  his  time  in 
one's  interest,  one  should  see  that  he  is  by  no  means 
the  loser  by  so  doing ;  else  one  may  dry  up  the 
channels  of  that  sweet  charity  which  thinketh 
no  evil,  and  spoil  the  show  for  the  next  comer. 
We  invariably  have  the  services  of  the  shoe- 
maker at  a  certain  village  near  Peterhead  on 
the  only  day  we  can  spare  when  we  go  rock  angling 
in  his  quarter,  and  always  slip  5s.  into  his  hand 
when  bidding  him  good-bye ;  but  if  we  employed 
him  regularly,  i.e.,  were  he  open  to  employment, 
probably  3s.  6d.  a  day  and  his  lunch,  c^c,  would 
be  plenty.  There  are  some  hotels  which,  like  the 
Commercial  Hotel  at  Stonehaven,  now  lay  them- 
selves out  to  cater  for  the  rock  angler  in 
particular,  and  where  families  may  be  boarded  at 
a  weekly  tariff.  Mrs.  Coutts  will  give  all  par- 
ticulars, and  her  husband  knows  all  the  local 
cracks,  who  will  be  only  too  happy  to  point  out 
the  best  angling  spots,  the  safest  quarters,  the 
times  and  tides,  and  provide  the  local  baits  for  an 
ordinary  day's  wages  or  similar  consideration. 

So  much  for  the  query  where  to  go,  and  its 
answer,  almost  anywhere  to  any  of  the  fishing 
villages  on  the  east  coast,  where  there  is  sure  to 
be  rock  angling,  and  local  rock  anglers,  who  will 
attend  to  the  necessary  local  details,  which  would 
require  a  volume  a  la  Bradshaw  were  they  to  be 
enumerated. 

Crabs  and  green  crabs,  i.e.,  soft-sheUed,  form 
the  most  acceptable  baits  for  cod,  saithe,  and 
other  coast  fish  of  the  round  order.  The  crabs 
are  gathered  when  the  tide  is  out,  and  the  hunt 
for  bait  is  not  the  least  interesting  and  exciting 
part  of  the  angling  holiday.  It  is  safer  to  use  a 
clip  or  iron  click  to  search  the  crevices  of  the 
rocks  where  the  crabs  have  taken  shelter,  or 
where  they  are  waiting  for  the  rising  tide.  We 
prefer  to  fetch  them  with  bared  arm  and 
naked  hand,  and,  after  a  little  nervous 
experience  in  the  fear  of  getting  a  "  nip  "  from 
some  big  claw  has  worn  off,  the  hunt  becomes 
quite  as  exciting  a  bit  of  sport  as  one  can  well 
imagine.  The  time  saved  in  feeling  for  the  crab 
with  the  hand  is  considerable,  and  the  risk,  after 
a  first  or  second  essay,  never  taken  into  account. 
Crab-bait  can  be  had  at  most  fishing  villages  at 
from  6d.  to  9d.  per  dozen,  and  a  dozen  will  last  a 
tide,  if  the  sport  be  not  all  the  merrier.  The 
soft,  or  green  crab,  can  be  cut  into  four  or  more 
baits,  and  is  whipped  on  to  the  No.  0  Limerick 
bend,  tied  on  treble  gut  or  otherwise,  according 
to  the  average  size  of  the  fish  searched  for.  The 
hard-shelled  crab  affords  only  two  or  three  baits 
at  most,  as  only  the  soft  parts  can  be  used,  and  is 
whipped  on  after  the  same  manner  by  strands  of 
sheep's  wool.  The  most  common  bait,  and  the 
most  come-at-able,  is  the  shelled  mussel,  and  many 
expert  rock  anglers  stick  to  it  all  the  season  through. 
There  are  those  who  prefer  it  to  crab ;  but  such  is 
not  our  experience,  especially  for  the  heavier  cod 
and  saithe.  Two  or  three  mussels  are  whipped  on  to 
the  hook  with  wool,  after  the  manner  of  the  crab 
bait,  and  it  is  a  good  wholesome  rule  to  follow, 
always  to  fish  with  a  weU-covered  hook.  Don't 
spare  the  bait,  and  a  few  thrown  in  now  and 
again,  by  way  of  "  ground-baiting,"  is  not  a  bad 
plan  to  bring  fish  to  the  spot  and  whet  their 
appetites.  Sand-eels  are  also  used;  and  where 
flatfish  abound,  herrings  cut  up  into  strips,  and 


then  into  oblongs  the  size  of  the  hook,  form  a 
splendid,  and  at  the  same  time  a  cheap  lure. 
When  hard  pressed  for  bait  we  have  used  oblongs 
of  coalfish,  cut  up  in  the  same  way,  and  whiting 
after  the  same  manner  when  searching  for  cod 
and  saithe.  Lugworms  are  also  good  if  at 
command,  but  chiefly  for  flounder  fishing  in 
estuaries  and  bays.  Gr.  M. 


DR.  BATEMAN'S  QUEER  FISH. 
The  following  appeared  in  our  issue  of  Jan.  6, 

1900: 

Sir, — I  see  in  the  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
dated  Oct.  28,  1899,  on  pastes  376,  377,  in  "  Dragnet's  " 
jottings,  and  also  in  two  different  articles,  the  account  of 
a  cunous  and  uncommon  fish  which  was  lately  taken  to 
England  by  Dr.  Bateman.  In  the  first  article  it  is  spoken 
of  as  a  hybrid  of  the  shark  kind, "  with  the  head  of  a  skate 
and  the  fins  of  a  shark,"  and  it  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  recognised  at  the  time  to  what  species  this  fish 
belongs.  It  may  appear  presumptuous  on  my  part,  and  at 
this  distance,  to  offer  any  suggestions,  but  I  send  you  the 


sent  to  the  British  Museum  to  Mr.  G.  A. 
Boulanger,  who  replied  as  follows : 

British  Museum  (Natural  History). 

Cromwell-road.  London,  S.W., 
June  19,  1900. 
Dear  Sih, — This  photograph  represents  a  male  Rhino- 
hatus  halavi,  a  shark  not  uncommon  in  the  tropical  Atlantic 
and  Indian  Oceans,  bat  which  has  not,  as  far  as  I  know, 
been  recordel  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.— Yours 
faithfully,  G.  A.  Boulanger. 


CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING 
IN  SMALL  STREAMS. 
(Continued  from  page  27.) 

Another  dodge  in  holes  and  deeps  is  sinking 
and  drawing.  Let  the  worm  sink  to  bottom,  then 
draw  it  up  a  foot  or  two,  and  so  on.  Never 
fish  one  spot  too  long;  a  feeding  fish 
will  generally  come  at  once  or  very  soon. 
When  you  have  fished  the  stream  as 
far     up     as     you     wish,     and     are  going 


following  for  what  it  is  worth.  There  is  a  fairly  well- 
known  family  of  fish  found  out  here,  the  details  of  which 
are  as  follows : 

Family. — Scylliidse. 

Sub  Order. — Batoidei. 

Genus.— 1,  Rhyncobatus  ;  2,  Rhinobatna. 

Sub  Genera  or  Species :  1.  Rhyncobatus  ancylostonius ; 
Rhynoobatus  djeddensis.  2.  Rhinobatus  halavi,  Rhinobatns 
granulatuB,  Rhinobatos  thouini. 

All  these  fish  answer  almost  exactly  to  the  dsscription 
given.  I  myself  have  caught  two  at  different  times,  but 
they  were  both  very  much  smaller — one  of  161b.  at  Table 
Bay,  and  one,  years  ago,  in  the  Andaman  Islands,  smaller 
still — both  of  which  I  am  inclined  to  think  were  immature 
Rhinobatns  halavi.  They  are  closely  allied  to  the  sawfish. 
I  enclose  a  sketch  of  Rhinobatus  halavi,  by  which  you 
will  be  able  to  see  if  it  resembled  the  fish  brought  home 
by  Dr._  Bateman.  I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  hereafter  if 
I  am  right  in  my  conclusions. — Yours  truly, 

Bombay.  Feed.  Ord  Gadsen. 

This  "  queer  fish "  was  sent  to  Mr.  Joseph 
Richardson,  123,  Euston-road,  who  exhibited  it  in 
his  window,  and  afterwards  had  it  set  up.  A 
photograph  (illustration  herewith)  was  taken,  and 


down  again,  recollect  the  places  where  you 
lost  a  fish  or  had  bites,  and  try  them  again, 
making  a  little  detour  so  as  to  get  well  below 
them.  Waterproof  knee-pads  are  very  useful 
where  the  banks  are  moist.  Wading  across  when 
a  good  place  on  the  near  side  is  inaccessible 
should  be  tried.  If  you  hook  a  good  trout  in  a 
spot  dangerous  from  i-oots  of  trees,  foliage,  &c., 
hold  him  for  all  you  are  worth,  giving  him  the 
butt,  i.e.,  letting  him  have  the  full  bend  of  the 
rod  from  the  reel  up,  but  not  forcing  the  butt 
forward.  If  the  strain  is  too  great  give  him  a 
few  inches  of  line  as  if  it  cost  a  shilling  an  inch. 
Here  using  the  bast  gut  procurable  will  often 
score.  Never  use  cheap  material.  Do  not  get 
despondent  if  the  fish  go  off.  They  will  come  on 
again  when  you  least  expect  it,  unless  there  be 
rain  overhead.  When  trout  are  taking  short,  i.e., 
seizing  the  bait  and  almost  instantly  ejecting  it, 
they  don't  mean  real  feeding,  and  you  may  then 
grasp  the  line  and  rod,  and  strike  at  once  at  the 
bite.   The  best  weather  I  have  found  to  be  (1) 
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days  with  a  misty  rain  falling,  witli  a  soft  south 
or  south-west  wind ;  (2)  during  heavier  rain 
(3)  warm,  still  days,  with  occasional  heavy 
showers ;  (4)  very  hot  days  in  summer,  with 
cloudless  sky  and  no  wind.  On  such  days  the 
angler  must  be  extra  cautious,  and  trout  often 
take  ravenously  in  such  weather.  If  it  continues 
long,  however,  they  are  apt  to  grow  apathetic. 
Never  skull-drag  nor  hoist  your  fish  out  school- 
boy fashion.  Note  that  good  fish  often  bite  more 
gently  than  small  ones,  therefore  always  be  careful. 
Small  fish  fidget  more  with  the  bait.  "  If  yet  too 
young  and  easily  deceived "  throw  them  back. 
No  fish  should  be  creeled  under  ;flb.  Where  a 
deep  run  goes  on  down  under  bushes  let  the  bait 
travel  with  it,  paying  out  a  little  slack,  and  if  no 
notice  is  taken  draw  it  up  and  down  a  few  times. 
Do  not  let  your  bait  rest  much  in  deeps.  If  you 
cast  across  draw  it  at  intervals  towards  you.  The 
tyro  cannot  be  too  quiet  in  his  movements, 
and  should  cultivate  a  motionless  attitude.  He 
should  not  see  the  water  where  he  drops 
in  at  near  bank,  save  as  he  looks  up  first. 
He  can  stand  where  bushes  afford  a  screen 
to  deep  spots,  or  where,  keeping  well  back,  he 
casts  farther ;  but  a  crouching  position  is  nearly 
always  advisable ;  where  there  is  a  run  into  a  pool, 
search  it  up,  beginning  near  the  tail.  Always 
bring  a  hooked  fish  down,  and  so  avoid  disturb- 
ing the  water  above.  If  there  is  a  wadable  place, 
and  it  is  advisable,  move  very  gingerly.  The 
angler  may  converse  without  fear,  but  must  not 
move  his  head.  But  this  branch  of  the  art  is 
best  pursued  alone.  It  is  useful  to  bring  a  well- 
trained  boy  to  net  and  help  in  many  little  ways, 
but  a  companion  always  ensures  jealousy,  as  one 
tries  to  get  at  a  likely  place  before  the  other. 
The  best  way  to  kill  trout  is  to  insert  thumb  in 
the  mouth  and  di-aw  back  the  upper  jaw  until  the 
cervical  vertebra  breaks.  Avoid  as  far  as  possible 
having  the  sun  at  your  back  to  cast  shadows  of 
yourself  and  rod  on  the  water.  Kneel  when  this 
is  impracticable,  and  keep  perfectly  motionless. 
Always  exhaust  a  fish  before  bringing  him  to  net. 
"Whenever  a  hooked  trout  jumps  out  of  the  water 
lower  your  rod  point  on  the  moment.  As  a  rule 
trout  always  take  well  in  the  early  morning  and 
between  7  p.m.  and  9.30  p.m. ;  should  a  white  fog 
come  over  water  at  dusk  the  fish  wiU  cease 
taking.  Where  there  are  mills  it  is  well  to  know 
when  they  work,  as  the  extra  water  down  brings 
food  supply  and  trout  expect  it.  I  am  getting 
afraid  of  the  editor's  pencil,  so  will  take  down  my 
rod,  but  ere  I  leave  the  bank  "where  daisies  pied 
and  violets  blue "  delight  the  true  Waltonian  I 
give  a  parting  cast.  Do  not  imagine  that  these 
baby  rivers  only  contain  fish  to  match.  Half- 
pounders,  ay,  and  pounders  are  there,  and  you 
may  be  sometimes  be  so  lucky  as  to  grass  a  much 
bigger  fish  on  a  day  when,  if  you  fly  fished  a  large 
river,  you  would  do  nothing  like  it  nor  have  one 
quarter  the  enjoyment ;  only  a  few  days  ago,  in  a 
stream  of  modest  dimensions,  I  got  a  beauty  of 
over  lib.  for  my  second  trout.  To  him  who  loves 
the  flower-bespangled  meads,  the  lovely-wooded 
hills,  the  carol  of  lark,  and  evening  song  of 
thrush,  the  many  delights  of  the  brookside, 
and  above  all,  our  beloved  art,  this  mode  of 
angling,  keen  and  difficult  work  as  it  certainly 
is,  affords  a  variety  as  charming  as  it  is  often 
productive  of  what  all  we  fishermen  prize — a 
well-filled  creel.  Black  Hackle. 


WHERE  TO  GET  SEA  FISHING. 


No.  I. — Aberfpeaw^. 
I  WILL  commence  by  an  account  of  a  village 
which,  although  I  have  visited  it  at  intervals  for 
the  last  forty  years,  and  at  different  times  re- 
ported the  sport  to  be  got  there  in  this  and  other 
papers,  seems  not  to  have  attracted  the  notice  from 
anglers  which  it  deserves.  I  allude  to  Aberffraw 
on  the  south  coast  of  Anglesey.  Now  there  is 
such  a  boom  in  sea  fishing  some  one  may  be 
induced  to  try  it.  Although  formerly  the  resi- 
dence of  the  kings  of  Wales,  and  from  its  port 
Prince  Madoc  sailed  to  discover  the  Mississippi, 
it  is  now  a  very  ordinary  village ;  the  harbour  has 
silted  up,  and  its  place  is  now  taken  by  a  sandy 
desert  running  from  the  sea  to  Llyn  Coron  some 
one  and  a  half  miles  to  the  north  and  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  east.  Nothing  can  be 
said  for  the  beauties  of  this  Sahara,  but  the 
distant  yiew_of  the  Saowdonian  range,  Tr  Eifel 


and  other  mountains  extending  to  the  west 
point  of  Carnarvonshire  is  very  fine.  The  desert 
is,  however,  of  great  interest  to  the  botanist, 
containing  many  comparatively  rare  plants, 
and  I  should  recommend  any  visitor  to  procure 
"  The  Flora  of  Anglesey  and  Carnarvonshire,"  by 
John  Griffiths.  Bangor :  Nixon  and  Jarvis.  This 
is  a  splendid  work,  giving  the  flowering  plants, 
ferns  and  their  allies,  mosses,  marine  algaj, 
lichens,  and  hepaticiu ;  it  contains  some  thirty 
new  species  and  varieties.  The  sea  is  very  rich 
in  algffi  and  other  marine  objects  of  interest,  and 
also  abounds  with  lobsters,  crabs,  prawns,  and 
shrimps,  and  all  the  different  kinds  of  sea  fish, 
the  latter  in  the  greatest  abundance.  A  successful 
fishery  was  carried  on  here  by  some  Devonshire 
men  up  to  some  fifteen  years  ago,  but  since  they 
left  there  has  been  no  fishing  done  except  by 
amateurs  and  a  party  from  the  village  who  formed 
a  syndicate  and  bought  an  old  ship's  boat  in 
which  they  go  to  the  bream  ground  occasionally 
in  the  summer ;  but  their  gear  is  of  the 
most  primitive  description,  the  hook  being 
tied  on  thick  whipcord  only,  four  to  five 
inches  from  the  lead — this  is,  they  say,  in  order 
to  use  the  lead  as  a  handle  when  they  are 
unhooking  a  fish.  As  they  only  go  out  when  the 
sea  is  perfectly  calm  and  the  water  clear,  and  only 
fish  in  the  brightest  part  of  the  day,  it  may  be 
imagined  their  takes  are  small,  as  they  only  care 
for  bream,  which  rarely  feed  well  except  in  very 
deep  water  when  there  is  much  sun,  although 
with  very  fine  gear  they  will  occasionally  bite 
well  in  water  under  ten  fathoms,  even  in  the  most 
brilliant  sunshine ;  these  old  fellows  use  the  edible 
crab  when  soft,  and  have  one  very  good  dodge  to 
keep  it  on  the  hook;  they  have  two  pieces  of 
white  twine,  or  wool,  about  4in.  long,  terminating 
in  a  tassel  of  scarlet  wool ;  with  this  they  tie  the 
soft  crab  on,  and  do  the  same  with  mussels.  This 
is  a  good  plan,  for  it  keeps  the  bait  better  on  the 
hook.  This  is  the  only  notable  thing  about  their 
fishing,  except  that  they  use  twisted  horse-hair 
hand  lines.  I  mention  these  men  as  some  few 
English  visitors  have  gone  out  with  them,  and 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  —  having  used 
their  gear  —  that  the  accounts  I  have  given 
of  the  fishing  were  much  exaggerated,  and 
have  left  the  place  in  disgust.  Now,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  better  chance  for  anglers,  for 
my  old  friend,  Mr  R.  D.  Williams,  writes  me  that 
he  has  decided  to  take  in  anglers  at  his  house, 
and  also  to  take  them  in  his  boat  or  accompany 
them  in  shore  fishing  from  the  rocks,  or  in  the 
sandy  creeks  on  the  east  side  of  the  bay,  where 
large  bass  abound.  Mr.  Williams  knows  every 
inch  of  the  bay  and  shore,  and  is  an  expert  in  the 
management  of  a  boat,  he  is  a  first-rate  angler 
both  in  salt  and  fresh  water,  and  a  good  all-round 
sportsman.  His  address  is.  Cellar  Farm,  Aber- 
ffraw, via  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey,  North  Wales. 

Ty  Croes  is  the  nearest  station,  about  three 
miles  by  road ;  cars  can  be  had  there,  or  perhaps 
Mr.  Williams  would  meet  anyone  coming  to  stay 
with  him.  There  is  a  nice  little  hotel  in  t1ie 
village,  "  The  Prince  Llewelyn,  and  also  lodgings 
of  sorts.  It  is  a  good  place  for  children,  as  there 
is  a  very  fine  sandy  beach  at  the  end  of  the  sand 
hills.  The  rest  of  the  shore  is  very  rough,  and  in 
places  the  water  is  very  deep  close  in  shore';  in 
one  place  with  a  fearful  name  which  lies  some 
little  distance  to  the  westward,  there  is  32ft.  of 
water  at  low  tide,  right  under  your  feet ;  here  all 
the  deep  sea  fish  can  be  taken.  I  have  just  re- 
membered its  name,  but  am  doubtful  about  the 
spelling ;  it  is  Fors-y-Viewch — Cow  Gully — I  sup- 
pose from  some  wretched  animal  having  fallen 
into  it.  In  the  cliff  at  this  place  the  Coi-nish 
chough  used  to  nest  in  considerable  numbers,  but 
have  become  scarcer  of  late  years.  E.  Gosling. 

{To  he  continued.) 


There  was  a  crowd  of  anglers  the  other  evening  in  the 
waiting  room  of  a  little  country  station.  One  of  them, 
to  while  away  time,  proposed  the  following  conundrum  to 
the  company  :  Two  fathers  and  two  sons  went  into  a 
tavern  and  called  for  a  cartaia  drink.  Tho  total  cost  of 
the  drink  was  fonrpence  ha'penny  (4Jd.),  and  this  amount 
was  all  they  could  muster  between  them,  but,  strange  to 
say,  they  each  contributed  the  same  amount.  The  puzzle 
is,  how  did  they  do  it  ?  The  answer  is  simple.  A  was 
father  to  B,  B  was  father  to  C — that  is  two  fathers ;  B 
was  son  to  A,  and  C  was  son  to  B — that  ia  two  sons. 
And  yet  there  were  only  three  of  them,  and  they  each 
contributed  IJd. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton).— The  water  is  very  high,  and  a  good 
rain  is  wanted  to  improve  the  prospects  of  good  sport. 
The  Countess  of  Wilton,  piloted  by  her  fisherman  John 
Keene,  was  fishing  from  Oxford  to  Maplednrbam  during 
last  week,  the  best  day's  sport  being  on  Saturday,  when 
eighteen  fish,  weighing  1031b.,  were  creeled  by  her  lady- 
ship. All  the  fish  turned  the  scale  at  between  51b.  and 
71b.  Last  evening  (Tuesday),  in  one  and  a  half  hours,  at 
Monkey  Island,  her  ladyship  creeled  421b.  of  barbel  and 
chub.  The  whole  of  the  fish  were  returned.  Dr.  C'ahill, 
fishing  with  James  Bunce,  had  a  few  barbal  on  Monday 
and  Tuesdav,  but  they  were  all  rather  small,  and  were 
returned.— Cecil  Howlett. 

—  (Goxingf), — About  Goring,  Pangbourne,  Oxford, 
Maidenhead,  and  other  portions  of  the  upper  river,  the 
water  is  very  stagnant  and  of  a  nasty  green  tinge  ;  in  fact, 
it  looks  unhealthy.  A  good  rainfall  so  soon  as  the  hay 
larvest  is  over  will  be  a  bleBsing,  and  put  some  life  in 
the  river.— W.  H.  B. 

_  (Henley).— The  recent  rain  has  freshened  the 

river,  but  more  is  needed  to  put  it  in  good  order.  A 
number  of  anglers  are  out  daily,  one  of  whom  has  taken  a 
perch  of  2lb.  2Joz  ,  but  sport  is  quiet,  the  traffic  of  small 
boats  and  steam  launches  spoiling  the  chances  of  successful 
angling.  Early  morning  is  the  only  time  to  obtain  quiet 
fishincr.  On  July  12  Dr.  Jeston,  fishing  at  Shiplake  with 
Bob  Young,  took  a  481b.  bag  of  perch,  chub,  and  barbel, 
best  barbel  71b.  3oz.  Patrons  of  S.  Vaughan,  James,  and 
Arlett  have  been  getting  some  perch,  roach,  and  chub. 
The  latter  fisherman  tells  me  the  gudgeon  will  not  come 
to  the  rake.  Oat  of  five  "  pitches  "  he  made  the  other 
day  they  only  took  three  of  the  above  fish.  Even  that  old 
professional.  Potter,  says,  "  Well,  where  be  'em  ? " 
A  patron  of  Bob  Young,  fishing  the  Kennet  on  the  IGth 
and  17th  inst.,  had  some  good  sport  with  the  birbel  and 
cViub,  taking  in  all  781b.  of  fish,  which  included  a  tr&ut  of 
9|lb.— Stanley  Mead. 

_  (KiBgston)  — The  fishing  in  the  Kingston  district 

still  continues  to  be  very  good.  The  water  is  very  clear, 
and  would  be  better  for  ram.  Tho  following  are  a  few  of 
the  baskets  during  the  last  week  :  Mr.  Strutt,  ten  barbel ; 
Mr.  Taylor,  fifteen  barbel ;  Mr.  Hudson  and  friend, 
twenty  barbel ;  Mr.  and  Mr.q.  J.  R.  Richardson,  in  one 
afternoon,  twenty  barbel.  Th?  above  were  all  taken  from 
the  notorious  Chapel  swim,  with  J.  Knight  fisherman. 
Mr.  Fred  Littlewood  took  161b.  of  good  chub  in  a  couple 
of  hours  with  cherries.  Messrs.  Ethridge  acd  Styles 
have  taken  fotty-sevea  barbel.  A  great  number  of  gcod 
eels  have  beentaien  from  the  bank. — J.  R.  R. 

—  (Zicclilade), — River  on  some  of  the  stretches  still 
in  fair  order  for  anglin?,  but  boats  are  now  getting 
numerous  hereabout?.  Some  fine  roach  and  chub  have 
been  taken  in  the  St.  John's  Bridge  water  with  gentles, 
caddis,  worm,  and  paste.  Some  have  been  trying  cook- 
chafer  for  chub  with  success.  They  aie  about  in 
thousands  in  some  parts.  They  are  so  thick  in  the 
evening  as  to  be  a  veritable  nuisance.  Amongst  others 
who  have  hesn  out  are  Messrs.  Reilly,  Chambers,  Perkins, 
Wells,  Morgin,  Brown,  &a.  The  weather  at  time  of 
writing  seems  moie  settled,  but  on  Tuesday  mornirg  there 
was  considerable  thunder  and  lightning. — Rambler. 

Ancholme  District.— Angling  on  the  Ancholme 
continues  excellent,  as  will  be  asen  by  following  results. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  of  Hull,  got 
181b.  of  bream  near  the  Gashouse  Bri^g.  On  Saturday, 
Mr.  B.  Goddard,  of  Beighton,  got  five  large  bream  and 
B^iven  specially  fine  roach  ;  and  Messru.  R.  DIcksoa,  H. 
Hoole,  and  M.  Carrier,  of  Sheffield,  had  ten  large  bream 
and  lit.  of  roach.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  A.  and  C. 
Thompson,  of  Brigg,  got  23t.  121b.  of  bream ;  Mr. 
Samuels,  of  Wigan,  also  had  twelve  Urge  bream,  up  to  41b. 
each  (these  were  caught  just  below  Coal  Dyke)  ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Wheelhouse,  of  Darnall,  had  101b.  of  gocd  roach  from 
the  Old  River.  This  citch  included  fish  of  lib.  Mr. 
Dibbin,  of  Darcall,  had  101b.  of  good  roach  near  the 
Engine  House,  Maggots  ani  paste  have  proved  the  b;s'; 
baits  for  bream,  and  creed  wb^at  for  roach.  West  Hull 
Anglers  fished  a  match  at  Brardy  Wath  <  n  the  16th  inst., 
the  following  wt  ra  the  chief  basket  a  :F.  Carle,  191b.  IBoz. ; 
T.  Chester,  91b  7oz. ;  0.  Maio,  81b,  6oz.  ;  W.  Crossland, 
71b.  14oz,  ;  G.  Cheesman,  olb.  lOoz.  Trout  fishing  in  the 
brooks  is  slack  owing  to  heat.  Shade  fishing  accounts  for 
a  few  in  the  day  time,  but  the  best  time  is  in  the  ttvilight, 
when  a  brace  or  two  may  usually  be  obtained  with  the 
light-winged  duns  and  yellow  or  orange  body.  Day 
tickets  are  issued  by  both  the  Horncastle  and  Market 
Rasen  Clubs  — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Botbisham  Xiocks  (Waterbeach). — All  free  water 
for  miles.  Many  places  swims  rtt.  deep.  Time  of  writing 
both  the  condition  of  the  river  and  swims  good.  Early 
morning  and  evening  best  takes  had  with  all  kinds  of 
coarse  fish ;  mid-day  with  July  sun.  Reach  are  slow  at 
the  hook,  but  a  variety  of  baits  are  useful  now.  Brand- 
lings for  perch  ;  gentles  useful.  Boiled  wheat  for  roach — 
to  be  had  freih  twice  a  day,  also  with  punt,  at  Lcck 
Keeper  Beasley's — but  the  bank  angling  is  clean  and  gocd. 
Strangers  better  take  Beasley's  advice  as  to  the  best  feed 
swims.  During  th^  week  a  good  let  of  roach  np  to  jlb. 
each.  Some  takes  lOlb.  a  rod  a  diy.  Perch  had  up  to 
Ijlb.  each  ;  several  ilb.  Pike,  a  few,  but  small,  3|lb. 
each.  Eels,  plenty  had  ^ich  lines  out  Gudgeon,  middle 
day  good  sport,  with  a  few  rudd  ;  but  Job's  patience,  with 
angler's  change  of  bait,  must  be  exercised. — Joh.v  O. 
Georc+k. 
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Bnre  (Norfolk.  Wroxham  District).— Oning  to 
the  almost  tropical  heat  (fortunately  tampered  by  south- 
easterly breexee),  the  river  is  rather  low  and  clear,  and 
sport,  except  early  morninRs  and  late  evenings,  is  only  of 
a  moderate  description.  Some  fair  takes  of  bream,  how- 
ever, have  been  made  towards  Horning,  but  up  liver  these 
fish  are  not  moving  much  yet.  Eoach  are  in  good  condi- 
tion. I  notice  Messrs.  Horace  and  P.  Howard  have 
arrived  at  their  usual  pitch,  and  as  a  preliminary  experi- 
ment, creeled  something  like  ten  dozen  roach.  I  have  not 
been  down  that  way  the  last  day  or  two,  but  expect  by 
this  time  they  are  accounting  for  some  pretty  lots  of  fish, 
as  they  know  the  right  way  to  go  to  work,  and  though  no 
hard  at  the  classic  roich-pole  myself,  I  am  a  great  admirer 
of  it  as  expounded  by  them.  Up  river  things  are  quiet, 
weeds  only  just  being  cut.  Fly  in  the  mill  pools  is  not 
much  use  now,  except  quite  late  in  the  evenings.  Yacht- 
ing in  now  increasing.  If  we  can  get  some  more  rains  (the 
Bure  can  stand  almost  any  quantity)  sport  should  be  very 
fair.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin  (rairford,  Ea;t  Gloucestershire).  —  The 
Bull  water  is  now,  although  bright,  in  very  good  order  for 
trouting.  The  trout  rise  well  about  noon  and  in  the 
evening  just  before  sundown  at  the  numerous  Black  and 
Brown  Alders,  Duns,  and  Spioners  on  the  water.  On 
most  warm  evenings  there  are  myriads  of  flies  about,  and 
it  is  a  pretty  sight  to  watch  the  rising  fish.  The  apparently 
inexhaustible  town  pool  still  contains  a  nice  lot  of  trout. 
Five  or  six  brace  of  sizeable  trout  (pounders)  can  be 
plainly  seen  from  the  bridge.  They  feed  on  minnows  as 
well  as  flies,  and  are  now  in  grand  condition.  None  but 
the  finest  of  casts  are  of  any  use,  and  Brown  Alders,  Red 
and  Sherry  Spinners,  Ogden's  Fancy,  and  Pale  Olive  and 
Blue  Don  will  kill.  Several  rods  have  been  out,  chieflv  in 
the  evening,  and  a  few  good  trout  have  been  killed.  The 
weeds  have  again  been  cut,  and  a  few  hours'  good  rain 
would  put  the  water  in  downright  good  order.  We  had 
some  nice  showers  on  Monday,  but  not  snflicieLt  to 
materially  alter  angling  matters.  Weather  at  time  of 
writing  is  very  fine  and  warm,  and  trout  rising  well. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  heavy  thunderstorms  at  the 
beginning  of  this  week  kept  the  rivers  in  good  order,  and 
peal  had_ still  a  capital  opportunity  to  run  up.  The  weather 
is  too  bright  in  the  daytime  and  in  the  exposed  waters  to 
get  much  sport,  early  mornings  and  late  evenings  being 
the  most  comfortable  as  well  as  the  most  reliable  times  to 
go  out.  Fairly  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  in  the 
Camel,  Fowey,  and  Inney,  but  a  large  contingent  of 
anglers  are  devoting  their  time  to  peal,  with,  on  the 
whole,  favourable  results.  One  or  two  a  day  have  been 
taken  by  some  rods,  and  others  more,  the  fish  being 
beautifully  fresh  and  heavy. — Bodmin. 

Dareath,  Ravensbourne,  &c.— The  extraordinary 
heat  has  rendered  fishing  in  the  daytime  very  trying,  and 
also  unproductive,  but  late  in  the  evening  things  Lave 
improved.  There  is  plenty  of  fly  on  the  water,  and  the 
fish  take  it  occasionally.  The  sedge  is  the  best  chance. 
A  small  Golden  Sedge  first,  and  then,  as  the  shades 
deeper,  a  large  Silver  Sedge.  Eoach  are.now  gettingin  to 
condition,  and  rudd  are  also  being  taken  in  ponds  con- 
nected with  the  Ravensbourne.  A  number  were  caught 
with  paste  last  right,  and  I  saw  three  taken  this  evening 
by  the  same  means.  I  also  heard  of  a  large  trout  being 
caught  lataly  from  the  same  pond.  These  fish  were  put  in 
about  nine  or  ten  years  ago  by  myself  and  my  son.  The 
trout  were  only  fry,  and  the  rudd  and  perch  quite  small. 
A  perch  lately  caui^ht  weighed  nearly  lib.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— We  have  summer 
weather  now  with  a  vengeance,  and  it  is  cnly  in  the  even- 
ings that  anything  in  the  way  of  tport  can  be  obtained, 
and  tbe  best  of  the  evening  fishing  is  but  poor.  On  the 
moorland  waters  some  decent  c  itches  have  been  made,  it 
being  reported  that  Mr.  E.  Tucker,  of  Ashbutton,  has 
creeled  several  dozen  some  days.  Mr.  Edbrook  captured 
a  nice  salmon  of  llib.  near  Buckfastleigh  a  few  days  sgo, 
but  takes  of  salmon  are  few  and  far  between.  The  same 
is  to  be  said  of  peal,  although  the  keepers  report  that 
there  are  a  great  number  lying  in  the  pools  between 
Staverton  and  Buckfastleigh.  The  opinion  has  been 
expressed  that  the  small  number  of  salmon,  &c.,  caught  in 
the  lower  waters  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  weir  at 
Buckfastleigh,  which  extends  right  across  the  river,  and  is 
easily  surmounted  at  most  times.  Consequently,  as  soon 
as  a  little  rain  is  down  the  fish  lun  right  away  to  the 
moor.  On  Thursday  Mr.  E.  Distin  killed  ten  trout  and  a 
nice  peal,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  getting  eight  trout,  and  Mr. 
Ball  three.  Mr.  Revell  and  Mr.  H.  Distin  each  killed  a 
good  truff  (8(a  trout),  about  IJ-pounders,  on  Monday 
evening.  On  Saturday  evening  Mr.  G.  G.  Green  landed 
a  nice  trout  of  |lb. ,  a  J  pounder  falling  to  his  rod  the  pre- 
vious evering.  Plies  are  the  SUver  Spinner,  Black  Midge, 
and  Half  Stone. — Detonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  streams  are  running 
low,  but  on  the  more  southerly  streams  spoit  has  been 
fair,  although  sport  has  been  principally  by  evening  fishing. 
Peal  fishing  has  improved  somewhat,  but  even  now  it  is 
far  below  the  average.  A.  few  have  been  creeled  in  the 
Tavy  district,  where  the  Blue  and  Silver  and  Olive  and 
Silver  are  good  flies.  On  the  Upper  Lyd  and  other  streams 
fair  lots  of  trout  have  been  made,  especially  on  the  moor- 
land waters.  Bishop's  Fancy  (invented  by  Mr.  Bishop,  of 
Bridestowe)  continues  a  favourite  fly,  others  being  Red 
Ant,  Red  Hareflax,  Coeh-a-bondhu,  &o.  A  lot  of  forty- 
seven  was  made  on  the  Upper  Tamar  on  Saturday,  these 
including  several  J-pounders,  caught  with  the  Red  and 
Black  Palmers,  Peacock  Blue,  and  Coch-a-bondhu. 
Dapping  with  the  natural  Bloa  Fly  and  Grasshopper  has 
been  pretty  successful,  whilst  some  good  fish  were  killed 
on  the  Carey  in  the  same  manner.  One  rod  killed  a 
beauty  of  nearly  lib.,  with  a  Red  Palmer,  in  Blagdon 
Lake,  but  baskets  do  not  run  very  large.  On  the  upper 
waters  of  some  of  the  streams  further  up,  occasional  fair 


baskets  of  trout  are  made,  some  decent  fish  being  taken  in 
the  Upper  Teign. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  fish  {i.e. .  trout  and  gray- 
ling) are  rising  well  at  the  Pale  Evening  Dun  and  Black 
Gnat.  There  are  but  few  rods  out  anywhere  (manv 
anglers  appear  to  have  gone  shooting  at  the  Cape  instead 
of  fishing  this  year).  Some  sport  has  been  met  with  by 
the  odd  rod  or  two  out  on  the  Birds^rove  and  Dove  Dale 
lengths  with  copies  of  the  flies  above  named  and  with  the 
Dark-winged  Coachman.  The  heavy  rain  of  the  end  of 
last  week  brought  down  a  flood,  but  water  is  only  too  fine 
and  clear  again  now,  but  that  does  not  stop  the  fish  from 
surface  fefiling  — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  river  is  very  low  and  clear,  and 
trout  bave  not  been  rising  freely  during  the  past  week. 
Takes  have,  in  consequence,  been  small.  Rain  is  much 
needed  to  improve  matters.  A  few  nice  salmon  trout 
have  been  caught  in  the  tideway  by  net.  Sea  fishing  has 
been  very  brisk  during  the  last  few  days,  and  some  good 
catches  of  mixed  fish  have  been  landed.  Whiting  are 
particularly  plentiful. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Summer  at  last !  With 
the  thermometer  from  80  to  90  degrees,  fishing  for  trout 
by  day  is  rather  an  ''oS"  job.  The  few  anglers  who 
have  braved  the  tropical  heat  of  the  day  have  mostly 
sought  the  shelter  of  some  friendly  tree,  where  they  have 
been  able  to  pass  away  the  trying  hours  in  philosophic 
style.  Catching  fish  of  any  kind  has  been  quite  a  problem 
lately,  the  best  sport  I  have  heard  of  being  some  very  fair 
bags  of  perch  and  eels,  caught  by  Messrs.  Jones,  Kelley, 
Roberts,  and  Theeuwissen  from  the  Exe,  near  Thorver- 
ton.  Evening  fly  fishing  has  accounted  for  a  few  brace  of 
moderate  trout,  but  generally  baskets  have  run  very  much 
on  the  light  side. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Distiict  (South  Itincg.  and  CAmbi.).— 
Angling  gradually  improves  in  this  district.  Those  who 
patronise  the  Middle  Level  drain  at  Outwell  Sluice  speak 
favourably  of  the  bream  to  be  obtained  there.  Some  have 
made  large  bags  with  dew  worms,  and  from  the  same 
waters  a  few  roach  have  come  to  hand ;  but  the  best  lots 
of  reach  have  come  from  the  Lower  Level  and  the  North 
Level  drains,  in  the  same  district.  Tench  and  perch, 
however,  have  furnished  the  best  sport  in  this  locality. 
Jack  between  31b.  and  61b.  each  have  come  to  hand.  In 
other  districts  we  hear  good  accounts  from  the  middle  of 
the  Forty-foot,  where  roach  are  feeding  more  freely. 
Roach  and  dace  are  the  leading  attractions  about  Deeping. 
Gradually  weeds  are  being  cleared  away,  but  they  are  still 
a  nuisance  in  many  places. — Limpet. 

Idle  District :  (Aortb  Botta).— Fishing  on  the  Idle 
is  not  over  I  risk.  Some  few  anglers  get  now  and  again  a 
decent  dish  of  fish,  but  the  hot  weather  is  having  its  effect 
evidently,  for  the  fish  would  rather  sport  and  play  than 
feed.  Mar  y  of  the  patrons  of  the  Retford  district  make 
their  way  towards  Torksey  and  Carlton.  An  angler  at 
Dunham  got  a  fair  basket  of  bream  the  other  day,  which, 
with  a  few  roach,  scaled  nearly  301b.  Some  good  barbel 
have  been  caught  at  different  points,  and  one  angler 
grasped  a  beauty  scaling  S^lb.  on  fine  roach  tackle. 
Barbel  are  also  met  with  at  Averham.  A  youngster  lere 
caught  seven  the  other  day,  the  best  being  over  51b. 
Angling  is  very  quiet  in  the  district  about  Haxey  and  on 
for  Althorpe.    The  weather  is  a  bit  too  hot. — L. 

Eesnett  and  Dunn.— Tbe  weather  during  this  week 
has  been  something  awful  for  heat,  consequently  the  water 
is  clear  and  much  against  the  angler.  Not  many  trout 
have  been  bagged  since  my  last  report  until  evening  time, 
when  a  few  brace  have  been  captured — nothing  up  to  21b. 
in  weight.  Of  an  evening,  from  eight  o'clock  up  to 
ten  o'clock,  it's  worth  walking  round  the  water  (in  a 
piscatorial's  view)  to  see  the  fish  rising,  but  it's  too  late 
to  see  what  they  are  rising  at.  In  fact,  there  has  been  a 
great  discussion  as  to  what  it  really  is,  and  up  to  now  it 
has  not  been  fathomed.  One  angler  declares  he  used 
sixteen  different  flies,  and  never  had  a  rise,  yet  the  fish 
were  all  alive.  Those  who  have  had  a  little  sport  have 
captured  them  with  Silver  Doctor  and  Wiokham's  Fancy. 
The  weed  cutting  is  nearly  completed. — Gnome. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries.  —  Twenty-four  hours'  good 
rain  would  immensely  improve  Lea  anglers'  prospects  at 
the  time  of  writing.  The  river  to-day  (Wednesday)  is 
bright  and  sluggish,  and  the  roach  and  other  fish  have 
been  feeding  very  badly  during  the  almost  tropical 
weather.  Plenty  of  roach  can  be  teen  in  the  weeds,  where 
there  is  now  an  abundance  of  natural  food.  I  had  hoped 
this  week  to  record  some  good  catches  of  bream,  but  up  to 
tbe  present  I  have  heard  of  nothing  noteworthy  being 
done.  Just  now  roach  anglers  ought  to  do  best  in  the 
evenirg,  ard  I  recommend  white  paste  for  bait.  The 
tributaries  Beane,  Stort,  Rib,  Mimram,  and  Ash  all  want 
freshening  up.  The  trout  are  very  "wild"  in  the  Mim- 
ram now. — Young  Izaak. 

ItTLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streaas  are  running  clear  and  low.  The  weather  at  the 
end  of  last  week  was  very  severe,  a  heavy  thunderstorm 
accompanied  by  vivid  lightning  passed  over  the  distiict, 
but  it  made  little  difference  to  the  state  of  the  water. 
Since  then  tbe  weather  has  been  very  hot,  and  angling 
during  the  day  has  been  out  of  the  question.  The  chief 
lime  for  angling  has  been  in  the  morning  and  evening,  and 
a  good  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  nice  fish  have 
b.>en  landed.  The  best  flies  are  Sky  Blue,  Silver  Dun, 
July  Gnat,  Coachman,  Orange  Palmer,  and  Yellow  Dun. 
Minnow  fishing  good  in  morning. — Gwynnb. 

Xiugif,  Arrow,  and  Pmsley  (Kingsland).— 
With  the  exception  of  a  little  shrinkage,  the  waters  are 
about  the  same  as  last  report,  although  rain  of  last 
Thursday  brought  a  very  faint  stain,  with  a  slight  rise — 
perhaps  an  inch — which  would  naturally  freshen  the 
streams.  Since  Friday  we  lave  had  bright,  hot  days,  the 
only  chance  of  sport  being  in  the  evening,  and  fish,  even 
then,  have  not  been  very  eager.  Flies  as  last  week. — 
R.  T.  Williams, 


None  (Feterboroug^h).- According  to  the  opinions  of 
some  of  our  angling  friends,  the  season  so  far  has  not 
fulfilled  general  ezpactations.  At  first  we  had  very 
variable  weather,  and  too  cold,  and  now,  for  some  days  we 
have  been  visited  by  tropical  heat,  and,  through  lack  of 
rain,  the  water  in  the  river  is  becoming  very  low,  and  the 
weeds  also  are  an  eyesore  and  a  nuisance.  Roach,  it  is 
now  said,  will  be  quite  another  fortnight  before  they  give 
much  sport.  There  are  still  to  be  seen  lots  of  batches  of 
fry,  which  have  only  just  recently  been  hatched  out. 
Whilst  fishing  with  a  small  roach  hook  and  a  grain  of 
wheat  .near  Billing  Bridge,  Mr.  Albert  Allen  (North- 
ampton) caught  a  magnificent  golden  bream,  weighing 
61b.  lOoz.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  trout  are  rising 
every  night,  "  the  time  of  the  take  "  being  usually  between 
8  p.m.  and  9.15  p.m.  Yellow,  Blue,  and  Red  t^uilla  are, 
perhaps,  tbe  best  flies.  Very  little  can  be  done  in  the  day- 
time. The  fish  may  be  seen  ''  tailing  "  all  over  the  river, 
at  first  creating  the  impression  that  they  are  rising  to 
flies,  whereas  they  are  keeping  their  heads  on  the  weed, 
gorging  themselves  with  subaqueous  food,  and  dimpling 
the  surface  with  their  tails.  Two  sea  trout  (locally  called 
peal)  were  taken  with  fly  last  week,  one  on  Mr.  Rolle'a 
water,  weighing  31b.  9oz. — a  lovely  fish.  The  other, 
weighing  41b.  3oz.,  was  killed  by  your  reporter  on  the 
public  water  here  last  Wednesday  evenirg  (11th  inst.). 
This  was  a  grand  fish — 22in.  long,  and  llfin.  in  girth.  He 
was  killed  on  one  of  Foster's  double-hooked  caterpillars. 
Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  in  very  fair  con- 
dition, and  there  is  certainly  more  colour  in  it  than  there 
was  last  week.  Still  it  is  too  clear  for  really  good  sport  to 
be  expected.  There  have  been  a  few  good  catches  of 
bream  since  my  last  report.  _  On  Friday  right  Mr. 
McNish  got  twelve  fish,  weighing  301b. ;  and  on  the 
following  day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ayers,  fishing  with  Geo.  Lnff, 
got  301b.,  but  nothing  over  31b,  Chub  have  been 
neglected,  although  there  are  some  beauties  awaiting 
attention.  Mr.  McNish  got  one  of  31b.  whilst  trying  for 
bream.  The  weather  is  lovely,  but  certainly  too  warm, 
except  under  the  shadow  of  the  trees,  and  I  am  told  that 
in  the  early  morn  the  river,  in  places,  is  literally  black 
with  bream. — Wm.  Nash. 

Flymouth. — Good  news  from  the  rivers.  School  peal 
are  up  in  large  numbers.  Sergeant  Ritchie,  R.  A.,  a  well- 
known  fisherman,  has  bad  fifteen  nice  ones  within  a  week. 
Six  were  creeled  one  evening,  three  another.  I  may  add 
that  he  does  not  fish  every  day.  Several  other  good  ones 
have  been  taken.  These  were  all  from  the  Tavy.  Fisher- 
men on  the  Dart  have  been  doing  equally  as  well,  one 
securing  a  salmon  of  8Jlb.  high  up  the  river.  Trout  can 
also  be  taken  by  fishing  in  the  stickles  with  fine  gear. 
Flies  :  Pheasant  Tail,  Gnat,  Silver  Horn,  and  Red  Qaill. 
— William  Heardkr. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanym^r- 
nech). — A  very  heavy  thunderstorm  passed  over  this 
neighbourhood  on  the  afternoon  of  Thursday  in  last  week, 
and  for  a  few  days  afterwards  very  unsettled  weather 
prevtiled;  but  the  rain  which  fell  had  no  appreciable 
effect  on  the  condition  of  the  rivers,  being  all  absorbed  by 
the  land  before  it  reached  the  streams,  but  it  made  a 
wonderful  charge  in  the  appearance  of  the  country  after 
the  previous  very  hot  and  sultry  weather.  At  present  the 
sun  shines  so  brilliantly  throughout  the  day  that,  excepting 
in  very  shady  places,  anglers  find  it  nearly  useless  to  fish 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  sport  is  much 
better  in  the  very  early  morning  or  late  evening,  and  in  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy  some  very  fine  eels  have  loeen  taken 
with  groundbaits,  and  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  afford 
much  better  sport  than  has  been  obtained  with  trout,  very 
few  of  which  are  now  taken  in  these  rivers.  The  best 
sport  with  trout  is  now  to  be  had  in  the  Cain,  where  they 
continue  to  be  very  numerous,  but,  as  a  rule,  do  not  grow 
to  a  very  large  size.  The  water  in  this  river,  as  in  the 
Tanat,  is  in  many  places  much  below  its  average  level,  and 
as  far  as  the  Tanat  is  concerned  there  is  no  improvement 
in  the  sport,  as  trout  are  not  so  plentiful  in  it  as  formerly, 
especially  in  the  lower  reaches,  where  pike  and  chub  are 
nearly  as  numerous  as  in  the  Vyrnwy,  from  which  river 
they  ascend  the  Tanat,— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams,  Sivers,  and  Chichester  Canal. 
— In  this  exceptionally  hot  weather  those  who  live  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  different  waters  have  every  advantage. 
The  early  mornings  and  after  sundown  are  the  most 
pleasant  and  most  favourable  for  sport.  Roach  have  fed 
fairly  well  in  the  Ouse  above  Barcomte  Mills,  bread  paste 
and  boiled  wheat  accounting  for  fish  up  to  lib.  7oz.  In 
all  other  portions  of  the  river  sport  has  not  been  satis- 
factory. At  Lewes  fish  seldom  feed  on  the  big  tides.  The 
water  is  bright  in  all  parts  of  the  river  above  Hamsey,  and 
a  few  good  showers  would  materially  benefit  sport.  In  the 
Cuckmere  bream  are  feeding  both  above  and  below  the 
railway  bridge.  The  best  take  notified  was  111b.,  with 
lobworm  as  bait.  A  few  good  roach  are  taken  with  boiled 
wheat.  The  big  tides  have  affected  sport  on  the  Adur,  and 
nothing  worth  recording  has  come  to  hand.  Visitors  to 
the  Rother  have  captured  a  few  good  roach  near  Selham ; 
a  trout  of  IJlb.  was  recently  taken  with  gentles  while 
reach  fishing  on  tight  tackle ;  a  perch  of  lilh.  and  a  pike 
of  3Jlb.  were  captured  with  minnow.  Chichester  Canal 
has  been  well  patronised.  The  big  bream  are  conspicuous 
by  their  absence.  The  heaviest  fish  of  the  week  taken 
with  gentles  weighed  Iflb.,  and  the  heaviest  mixed  bag 
taken  from  daylight  until  8.30  a.m.  111b.  Roach  of  12o_z, 
are  rarities  now,  but  there  are  still  some  good  perch  in 
the  water.  Eels  up  to  31b.  have  been  captured,  principally 
with  dead  bait  on  night  lines.— George  F.  Salter. 

Terns  (IiUdlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  ard  a  fair  level,  but  it  is  getting  low  in 
Blaces,  notwithstanding  the  falls  of  rain.  The  weather 
has  been  very  changeable,  and  heavy  thunderstorms  have 
been  had,  accompanied  by  vivid  lightning,  ard  it  h^ 
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refreshed  the  river  ;  but  the  weather  has  b3en  so  fear- 
fully hot  that  angling  has  been  oat  of  the  question  during 
the  middle  of  the  day,  and  the  bast  time  for  sport  has 
been  in  the  early  morning  and  late  in  the  evening,  when  a 
good  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  have  had  fair  sport. 
The  best  killing  flies  have  been  the  Yellow  Dun,  Sky 
Blue,  July  Gnat,  Cooh-y-Bondhu,  White-winged  Coaoh- 
man,  Orange  Palmer,  Silver- twisted  Blue  and  Spinners. 
Minnow  fishing  has  been  tried  in  the  early  morning  and 
evening,  and  trout  of  lib.  weight  have  been  landed. 
Worm  and  maggot  fishing  has  accounted  for  some  good 
eels,  and  roach  and  chub  in  Castle  Pound.  On  Monday 
evening  some  good  trout  were  landed  with  the  fly.  On 
Tuesdiy  morning  and  evening  good  sport  was  had  with 
Coachman  and  July  Gnat.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  clear,  and  sport  has  been  had  in  them  this 
week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Teubary).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
refreshed  by  some  heavy  falls  of  rain,  but  it  has  not 
altered  the  colour  of  the  water,  which  remains  clear  and 
in  nice  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  change- 
able, and  thunderstorms  have  been  in  the  district.  Angling 
has  been  very  quiet  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  sun 
being  too  hot,  but  a  good  few  rods  have  been  out  in  the 
evening  part  and  have  used  Sky  Blue,  July  Gnat,  Coach- 
man, Cooh-y-Bondhu,  and  Palmers  with  success.  The 
weather  is  bright  and  hot,  and  evening  and  morning  fishing 
should  afford  some  nice  sport. — Worcestee. 

Trent  (Newarb). — Angling  has  been  a  failure  during 
the  past  week,  though  the  Trent  is  now  in  a  condition 
which  should  delight  the  heart  of  the  barbel  fishermen — 
low  and  fine.  But  few  have,  however,  been  taken.  Mr. 
D.  Slater,  four,  from  the  Holme  length  ;  Mr.  W.  Taylor, 
a  few  nice  fish  from  Muskham  Bridge,  and  others  in 
various  swims.  Since  the  chub  left  the  gravels  there  have 
been  but  few  secured,  and  roach,  bream,  and  other 
varieties  refuse  all  lures  owing  to  the  extreme  heat.  The 
piscatorial  half  year  closed  last  (Wednesday)  night  with 
the  following  holding  chief  honours  :  Roach,  lib.  8Joz. 
one  shot,  Mr.  J.  Hopkinson ;  dace,  7Joz.  ten  shots,  Mr. 

F.  C.  Lees;  bream,  2lb.  12jOz  ,  Mr.  J.  Fenton;  chub, 
31b,  6foz.,  Mr.  T.  Davis;  perch,  lib.  4Joz.  four  shots; 
bleak,  Ifoz.  nine  shots,  Mr.  W.  Plackett. — Trentsidbe. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  Hast  Gloncestershire).— 
River  in  good  order.  The  weeds  have  been  cut  above 
Arlington  Mill,  and  the  evening  fishing  here  is  now  very 
interesting,  there  being  then  a  splendid  hatch  out  of  all 
kinds  of  flies.  The  trout  rise  very  well  about  noon  and 
four  o'clock,  but  just  before  sundown  there  is  a  pretty  rise 
comes  on  every  warm  evening,  and  a  brace  or  two  can  then 
be  generally  got  with  very  fine  gut  cast  with  Brown 
Alder,  Sherry  Spinner,  Ogden's  Fancy.  Pario  introducad 
into  the  hotel  water  in  January  last  have  done  exceedingly 
well,  and  are  very  free  risers,  and  are  now  J-pounders. 
Some  old  angling  friends  of  Mrs.  Woodman's  have  again 
started  a  re-stocking  fund,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
lesEee  to  again  introduce,  as  soon  as  possible,  two-year-old 
fario  from  the  Itchen.  Season  closes  Sept.  30. — Shbery 
Spinner. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— On  July  8  the  Harlesden 
A.S.  favoured  us  with  a  visit,  and  to  make  same  interest- 
ing we  offered  a  season  ticket  for  their  competition.  Mr. 

G.  Thomson,  of  Kilburn  Park-road,  had  two  bream  weighing 
51b.  2Joz.,  and  became  the  -winner.  The  following 
weighed-in  bream  :  Messrs.  Dainton,  321b.  ;  Windover, 
251b.;  Palmer,  sen.,  151b.;  Palmer,  jun.,  141b.;  Frost, 
jnn.,  211b.;  Kitchen,  121b.;  Garden,  101b.;  Tibbell, 
181b. ;  Chenning,  121b. ;  Bird,  101b.  ;  Flemming,  151b. ; 
White,  121b. ;  and  Price,  101b.  The  bream  competition 
was  decided  on  July  15,  the  weigh-in  baing  at  eight 
o'clock.  Mr.  Grace,  with  231b.  bream,  won  same.  Also 
Messrs.  Windover  and  Bashford,  161b.  bream. — F.  Y. 

Witham.  fto.  (OXld-Xiinooinshlre).— The  drains 
about  Boston  swarm  with  antflers  and  many  fish  have 
fallen  victims.  Whilst  Mount  Pleasant  Drain  has  afforded 
less  sport,  better  reports  have  come  from  the  Bargate  or 
Cowbridge  Drains.  The  shoals  of  roach  on  the  latter  are 
really  wonderful.  Fishing  here  is  said  to  be  at  its  best, 
that  is,  when  they  wiU  take  the  bait.  Tench  have  also 
come  to  hand  at  different  places.  At  Kelsey  and  Frieston, 
on  the  Hobhole,  there  have  been  some  roach  taken,  but  at 
Frieston  there  are  too  many  weeds.  Bream  fishing  is 
improving  at  Old  Leake,  and  at  East  Ville.  The  deep 
waters  about  the  Grind  Sluice  have  yielded  well,  but 
weeds  have  been  very  annoying  to  those  angling  from  the 
bank.  Some  of  the  best  bream  have  run  up  to  nearly  61b. 
each.  About  Kirkstead,  and  higher  up  the  river,  a  few 
tench  and  jack  have  been  grassed,  and  some  decant  bream 
have  been  captured  below  the  railway  bridge  at  Bardney. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Angling  in  the 
above  rivers  has  not  been  up  to  the  average  during  the 
past  week,  owing  to  heavy  thunder  storms  and  hot  weather 
that  has  occurred.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
Wye  have  only  taken  light  creels.  A  few  nice  fish  have 
been  caught  fishing  late  in  the  evening.  The  same  remark 
may  also  be  made  of  the  Derwent,  except  those  parts  where 
bottom  fishing  is  allowed,  and  iDy  this  mode  a  few  good 
fish  have  been  obtained.  The  prospect  is  not  very  rosy 
while  this  hot  weather  continues ;  one  hour  at  night  is 
better  than  all  the  day  beside.  Useful  flies  :  Yellow  Dun, 
Golden  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Spinner,  White  and 
Brown  Moths  for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Yare. — Not  much  doing  about  Brundall,  although  I 
heard  of  one  good  catch  last  Sunday.  The  hot  weather 
will  be  all  right  for  bringing  the  bream  on  in  about  three 
weeks'  time,  but  day  fishing  will  be  no  good,  there  will  be 
too  many  boats  with  longshore  sailors  on  board,  messing 
about  the  river. — N.  H.  B. 

Yorkshire  Rivers  (The  Yore,  Swa?e,  Wharfe, 
Derwent,  &c.). — Few  trout  fishermen  have  been  out  up 
the  Yore,  owing  to  the  clear  water  and  brilliant  weather. 
Mr.  C.  Baoon  and  a  Leeds  visitor  have,  however,  done 


fairly  with  the  fly,  and  in  the  Danby  water  Mr.  Wall,  of 
Bridlington,  has  caught  some  nice  fish  with  the  Devon 
minnow.  Lower  down  the  river  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon 
has  accounted  for  some  fine  fish.  I  hope  a  pack  of  otter 
hounds  will  pay  us  a  visit  soon,  for  several  otters  hive 
been  seen  of  late.  The  Yarm  Angling  Association  will 
hold  their  annual  August  Bank  Holiday  competition  on 
the  Yore  on  August  6.  I  had  a  run  through  Swaledale  on 
Sunday.  I  found  the  Swale  from  Reeth  down  to  Richmond 
in  fine  condition,  but  below  there  very  dirty,  and  sport  has 
been  poor,  but  I  heard  that  some  fairly  good  baskets  of 
chub,  barbel,  roach,  and  dace  have  been  ciught.  Thursday 
last,  three  York  anglers  turned  up  at  Ainderby  Steeple  by 
the  early  morning  train  for  a  day's  barbel  fishing  on  the 
Swale.  Their  sport  was,  however,  rather  spoilt  by  a 
severe  thunderstorm  which  was  accompanied  by  a 
heavy  fall  of  rain;  they,  however,  caught  a  few  small 
barbel,  and  a  Stockton  angler  did  well  on  the  opposite 
bank,  and  heavy  panniers  of  roach,  dace,  &o.,  were 
caught.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club  have 
exhibited  some  champion  specimens  of  roach  and  dace, 
caught  in  the  beck  below  Bedale.  Sport  on  the  Wharfe 
ha9_  improved  sines  the  thunderstorms.  Mr.  Bradford, 
fishing  at  Addingham,  caught  nine  fine  trout  and  some 
eels  with  the  maggot.  Others  have  also  had  exceptionally 
good  sport,  one  basket  containing  four  trout,  weighing 
31b,  Lower  down  sport  has  been  good  amongst  the  eels, 
Mr.  J.  Hirst  securing  thirty-two  with  the  aid  of  worm. 
J.  Pickersgill,  jun.,  also  caught  sixteen  with  worm. 
Tadcaster  has  been  visited  by  several  angling  clubs  during 
the  week.  The  tenth  annual  match,  in  connection  with 
the  Woodhouse  Carr  (Lesds)  Angling  Club,  took  place  on 
the  15th  inst.,  when  fifty-one  members  and  friends  went 
to  Tadcaster,  twenty-six  members  being  staked  out  to  fish 
for  the  nineteen  prizes  offered  for  competition.  The  day 
was  beautifully  fine,  but  the  river,  through  the  recent 
heavy  rains,  was  almost  the  colour  of  pea  soup,  and  had  it 
not  been  for  the  acommodatin?  humour  of  the  eels,  it 
would  have  bean  almost  a  blank,  the  following  being  the 
result:  Ist,  Mr.  J,  N.  Green;  2nd,  J.  W.  Webb;  3rd, 
W.  Oliver ;  4th,  A.  Richardson ;  5th,  H.  Haddock ; 
6th,  R.  Wright ;  7th,  Geo.  Issott ;  8th,  W.  Armald ; 
9th,  B,  Taylor;  10th,  Midgley;  11th,  H.  Whitting ; 
12th,  T.  Wolfsndon  ;  13th,  S.  Scratcherd.  The  lowest 
weight  to  obtain  a  prize  was  12oz,  The  specimen 
prize  winners  for  the  year  are  as  follows:  Barbel, 
41b.  7oz  ,  Mr.  A.  Richardson ;  bream,  31b.  5oz.,  Mr.  R. 
Wright;  roach,  lib.  lOJroz.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Webb;  dace, 
lOJoz.,  Mr.  J.  Cornish.  The  Woodhouse  Carr  Angling 
Club,  Leeds,  fished  their  annual  match  at  Tadoister 
under  unfavourable  conditions,  which  spoiled  the  chance 
of  a  large  catch.  The  result  was :  Ist,  Mr.  N.  Green  ; 
2ad,  Mr.  J.  H.  Webb;  3rd,  Mr.  H.  Oliver.  The  Rodley 
Club  had  their  competition  on  the  same  water,  on  July  14  -. 
Ist,  Mr.  Maudsley ;  2nd,  Mr.  Joe  Tanson ;  3rd,  Mr.  A. 
Speight;  4th,  Mr.  J.  Hutchinson;  5th,  Mr.  N.  Moor- 
house  ;  6th,  Mr.  R.  Barrett.  The  Stamford  Angling  Club 
held  its  ninth  annual  match  at  Myton,  on  the  Yore. 
Catches  were  very  small,  the  result  being :  Ist,  Mr. 
Waddiugton;  2Qd,  Mr.  D.  N.  White;  3rd,  Mr.  W. 
Husband.  Mr.  D.  N.  White  won  the  special  prize  for 
largest  fish,  a  roach;  and  Mr.  E.  Hanson  the  visitors' 
prize,  with  five  fish.  The  results  of  several  other  com- 
petitions have  been  sent  to  me,  but  I  am  sorry  I  have  not 
space  at  my  disposal  to  insert  them  this  week.  A  gentle- 
min  visiting  Scarborough  for  his  holidays  visited  the 
Derwent  at  Malton  on  Saturday,  and  had  very  good 
sport,  haying  a  mixed  basket  of  twenty-seven  fish, 
caught  with  maggots  and  worm,  including  one  pike 
(51b.),  one  trout,  two  grayling,  the  remainder  being 
Eoile  fish — all  ciught  on  very  fine  roach  tackle. 
Sea  fishing  at  Scarborough  has  been  particularly 
good,  two  anglers  securing  on  Saturday  and  Monday  in 
three  hours  seventy-five  and  137  fish.  Whiting  and  pollack 
prospects  for  next  week  are  very  good,  as  then  the  strong 
tides  will  have  subsided.  Mr.  G.  Harper,  fishing  at  Ripon, 
has  been  disturbed  on  several  occasions  with  an  otter,  and 
has  been  compelled  to  trap  it,  and  has  succeeded  in 
capturing  a  bitch  about  ten  months  old  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and,  being  anxious  of  disposing  of  it,  is  open  for  an 
offer.  Mr.  W.  Leng,  of  Brighton  Piscitorial  Society,  has 
been  visiting  the  Skell  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  having 
fair  sport  amongst  the  perch  and  roach.  Mr.  Daniels  and 
Mr.  Gill  have  had  very  good  sport  on  the  Driifi;ld  Beck, 
the  best  fly  being  the  Driffield  Dun.  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill, 
of  Keighley,  has  had  exoaptionally  good  sport  amongst  the 
trout  at  Leeming  Reservoir,  Oxenhope,  his  largest  fish 
being  4Jlb. ,  which  was  in  good  condition.  Mr.  Kirk  has 
also  had  very  good  sport  cn  the  river  Hull,  securing  three 
fine  fish — all  trout — the  heaviest  weighing  41b.,  which  I 
have  for  preservation. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Abarfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms).— Notwithstanding 
the  sultry  weather  and  heavy  showers  of  rain  a  nice  basket 
of  trout  was  taken  from  Looh-na-Craig  on  Saturday, 
fourteen  trout,  6Jlb. 

Altnacealgach  (via  Iiairgf,  N.B.).— On  6th  inst., 
Mr.  Stanfield,  Wakefield,  on  Lech  Cama,  fourteen  trout, 
61b.;  and  Mr.  Kerr,  Edinburgh,  on  same  loch,  twenty-four 
trout,  71b.  On  11th,  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Cama,  a 
basket  of  fine  trout  weighing  91b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thompson,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  forty  trout, 
lljlb.  On  12th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
fifty-six  trout,  191b. ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
sixty-two  trout,  201b.  On  13th  inst,  Mr.  Stanfield,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  thirty  trout,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clegg, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-six  trout,  8|lb.  On  14th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clegg,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-three  trout,  lljlb. ; 
Mr.  Stanfield,  on  same  loch,  thirty-five  trout,  131b., ;  and 
Major  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett  (of  the  Black  Watch), 


on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty-two  trout,  7Jlb.,  in  an  hoar's 
fishing.  On  Ki  h,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clegg,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
twenty-six  trou  ,  8Jlb  ;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett, 
on  Loch  Cama,  a  121b.  basket  of  trout ;  Mr.  Bla^nn,  on 
same  loch,  thirty-two  trout,  8^1b. ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  on 
Lcc^  Mheullun,  thirty  trout,  lllb.— B. 

Awe, — Pishing  from  Taynuilt  on  July  4,  Mr,  Karshew 
had  two  sea  trout,  IJlb.  and  lib. ;  and  Mr.  McDonald, 
one,  31b.  On  the  6th,  Rev.  Mr.  Raven  hid  two  trout,  21b. 
and  IJlb.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Chatterton,  grilse,  8lb.  lOch, 
Mr.  Raven,  grilse,  41b. ;  Mr.  Chatterton,  three  trout,  21b., 
Ijlb.,  and  lib. ;  and  Mr.  Sykes,  two  trout,  21b.  acd  lib. 
12th,  Mr.  Chatterton,  two  trout,  IJlb.  and  lib.  13th, 
Mr.  McDonald,  three  trout,  31b.,  Ijlb.,  and  lib.  ;  and  Mr. 
Sykes,  one  trout,  31b.  16th,  Mr.  Woodrow,  grilse,  81b. 
17th,  Mr.  Woodrow,  grilse,  61b,  ;  and  Mr.  Chatterton,  two 
trout,  21b.  and  IJlb.     River  in  good  order. — D.  Mac- 

nONALD. 

Bonar  Bridge  (N.B.).  —  A  few  days  ago  Mr. 
MacLeod,  Manchester,  fished  Loch  Migdale  and  had  a  fine 
basket  of  fifteen  trout  averaging  ';lb.  each. — B. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle.— All  the  rivers,  principally 
the  Border  Eik  and  Liddle,  are  well  stocked  with  fish 
from  the  Metal  Bridge  up  to  the  source  of  the  Esk, 
near  the  King  pool,  where  the  Black  Esk  and  the 
White  Esk  meet.  Then,  we'll  go  on  to  this  subject — 
the  capturing  of  the  sturgeon  in  the  Solway,  468t. 
weight.  The  Queen  has  sent  a  gratuity  of  £2  to  John 
Byers,  the  Skinburness  fisherman  who  stranded  the 
monster.  The  rivers,  let  ms  say,  are  well  stocked 
with  fish,  principally  of  the  salmon  species,  and  good 
takes  have  been  made  in  grilse  and  sea  trout ;  the 
tributaries  are  full  of  burn  trout,  and  herling'  are  coming 
up  both  rivers  in  copious  numbers.  The  fact,  of  it  is,  in  the 
Willow  Pool  and  the  Cauldron  Pool,  which  assumes  Double 
Water  before  you  land  down  to  Sir  Richard  Graham's, 
Bart.,  of  Netherby,  the  grandson  of  the  great  Sir  James 
Graham,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  who  chartered  a 
vessel  to  take  Sir  Walter  Scott  to  Italy — the  great  wizard 
of  the  North— fishing.  At  Langholm  Distillery  last  week, 
Mr.  J.  Harkness,  the  distinguished  angler  over  the  border, 
caught  a  salmon  16Jlb.  weight,  and  at  the  same  time  and 
plice,  in  the  same  water,  be  it  noted  that  Messrs. 
William  Borthwick  and  Ballantyne  hooked  eleven  sea 
trout  and  landed  seven  of  them,  averaging  about  21b.  each. 
Some  good  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  upper  waters  of 
both  riverj.  At  one  fishing  Mr.  W.  Gray  creeled  six  sea 
trout  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Border  Esk ;  and  Mr. 
Church,  Park  House,  Cinonbie,  had  half  a  dozen  sea 
trout  and  some  herling.  Mr.  John  Ballantyne,  Wood 
House,  Canonbie,  had  two  sea  trout  near  the  "  Brig." 

— GiLNOCKIE. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — After  weeks  of  thunder  and 
rain  the  weather  has  apparently  settled  into  the  old 
drought  again,  although  there  are  strong  opinions  that  it 
will  not  hold  long,  and  that  the  present  summer  is  to  hi  a 
wet  one.  So  much  the  better  for  the  back-end  angler.  It 
is  some  years  since  we  had  such  abundance  of  moisture  in 
July,  Sport  is  very  slack,  however,  owing  to  the  daily 
presence  of  thunder,  and  the  only  sport  a-going  is  to  the 
phantom  or  other  spinning  lure  and  the  worm.  The  best 
day  all  round,  weather  conditions  included,  was  on 
Tuesday,  when  a  good  few  grilse  were  got  on  the  mid- 
reaches  cf  the  Dee.  They  were  fresh  up  with  the  Mon- 
day's spate.  On  the  upper  Braemar  waters  an  old  fish  or 
two  are  being  got,  chiefly  in  the  very  early  morning  or 
evening.  On  the  Ballater  waters  good  fronting  is  being 
enjoyed  by  visiters  acd  others,  chiefly  in  the  Muick  and 
side  streams.  The  upper  Blackball  section,  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Smith,  Feughside,  is  affording  good  sport  both  in 
grilse  and  trout.  It  can  be  had  for  the  next  fortnight  for 
£3,  when  the  present  lease  expires.  On  the  Culter  Park 
and  Darris  waters  a  few  grilse  have  been  saen,  butthe 
trout  fishing  has  been  the  most  prolific  for  some  years 
back.  The  supplies  on  the  coast  have  only  been  fair  on 
account  of  the  thundery  weather,  and  as  yet  there  is  no 
appearance  of  (he  usual  glut  of  July  grilse  on  the  markets. 
On  the  Don  fronting  continues  good,  and  a  good  few 
grilse  got  over  the  dykos  last  week. — G.  M, 

Deveron. — The  river  has  baen  in  capital  form  ;  in  fact, 
too  big  on  some  days,  and  fish  running  up  freely.  Huntly 
was  flooded  on  Saturday,  when  a  thunderstorm  passed  over 
the  district.  On  the  free  waters  some  grand  sport  is  being 
got,  both  with  trout  and  grilse.  Mr.  G.  Smith,  Edin- 
glassie,  had  three  grilse;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Biainmore,  a 
grilse  and  a  salmon  of  ojlb.  and  12lb.  respectively.  Fish 
on  the  nets  at  the  coast  are  being  got  up  to  351b.  The 
Duchess  of  Fife  is  now  at  Dnff  House,  and  as  the  river  is 
in  tip-top  condition,  which  it  seldom  is  at  this  droughty 
time  of  the  year,  she  is  certain  to  have  some  good  bassets 
from  the  Duff  House  waters. — G.  M. 

Daveron  (Banfifahire). — Sinca  the  spate  began  this 
river  has  been  in  foul  condition,  and  rod  fishing  for  the 
past  week  has  been  almost  blank.  There  has  been  a  run 
of  grilse,  but  they  are  very  shy,  and  until  the  water  gets 
into  better  order  little  will  be  done.  On  the  Doff  House 
and  lower  pools  the  net  fishermen  have  caught  a  number 
of  grilse  of  late,  and  a  few  salmon.  Grilse  are  very  fine 
fish,  large,  and  well-proportioned,  and  of  capital  quility  ; 
many  of  them  weigh  81b.,  and  the  average  filb.  It  will  be 
next  month  before  any  large  salmon  are  caught ;  meantime 
they  average  about  141b.  On  the  coast  the  yield  of  fish, 
grilse  especially,  for  the  last  week  was  the  best  for  the 
season  ;  at  all  stations  the  baskets  were  heavy.  With  the 
spate  on  the  river  the  water  in  the  sea  is  discoloured  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach.  The  hea\i9at  hauls  were  got  in  the 
nets  nearest  the  river's  mouth.  On  Monday  no  fewer  than 
eighteen  bcies  were  sent  to  the  markets,  two  of  which 
were  from  the  Gardenatown  fishings ;  and  on  Tuesday  nine 
boxes.  On  the  whole  the  fishing  is  more  prodnotive  than 
at  corresponding  date  last  year. 

Inohnadamph  Hotel  (Sntherland).— July  9,  Mr 
Hooper,  Head  Assynt,  two  salmon,  Uib.  and  7ilb. ;  Mr, 
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Triokett,  Weat  Assynt,  ons  grilse,  4lb. ;  Mr.  Webb,  Upper 
Inver,  ens  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  Inver,  sixteen 
tront,  12!b,,  and  one  sea  trout,  4Ib. ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb, 
Inver,  ten  trout,  81b.  ;  Miss  Hooper,  Loanan,  one  trout, 
2jlb.  ;  Mr.  F.  Hooper,  Loanan,  eiarbt  trout,  6  b.  ;  Mr. 
Keeling,  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Day  and 
Calvert,  Letteressi,  thirty-five  trout,  10 .b. ;  Mr.  Blaok- 
more.  Awe,  twelve  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Murphy,  Awe,  twelve 
trout,  4lb. ;  Mr.  Graham,  Hill,  six  trout,  61b.  July  10, 
Mr.  Hooper,  Castle  Bay,  four  trout,  31b. ;  Messrs.  F.  and 
J.  Hooper,  Awe,  twenty-four  trout,  101b.  ;  Messrs.  Day 
and  Calvert,  Mid,  twelve  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Webb  and 
Andrews,  Skiig,  twelve  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Triokett, 
Letteressa,  eight  trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Graham,  Inver,  ten 
trout,  51b  ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  Hill,  three  trout,  31b. 
July  11,  Mr.  Hooper,  river  Inver,  one  salmon,  81b. ; 
Messrs.  Day  and  Calvert,  Gillaroo,  five  trout,  31b. ;  Mr. 
Keeling,  Skeig,  twelve  trout,  5lb. ;  Messrs.  Murphy  and 
Blaokmore,  Awe,  eleven  trout,  51b.  July  12,  Mr.  Hooper, 
Inver,  one  salmon,  16Ib. ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Webb,  Loanan,  one 
grilse,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Blaokmore  and  Graham,  Awe,  ten 
trout,  51b.  July  13,  Messrs.  Day  and  Calvert,  Awe, 
eighteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  J.  Hooper,  Inver,  one  grilse, 
6lb.  July  14,  Mr.  Booth,  Head  Assynt,  one  grilse,  4ilb.  ; 
Mr.  N.  Webb,  Letteressa,  twelve  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Day 
and  Calvert,  Awe,  twenty  trout,  "lb.  Last  three  days 
have  been  very  calm,  and  unfavourable  for  angling. — W. 
Wallace. 

Laiig-,  IT.B.— On  13th  inst.  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch 
Shin,  four  trout,  l|lb. ;  Capt.  Henderson,  on  same  loch, 
twenty-two  trout,  9ilb. ;  Mr.  L.  Crossley,  twelve  trout, 
51b. ;  and  Mr.  Beaton,  on  Mid-Shin,  sixteen  trout,  C|lb. 
On  14th,  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  twelve  trout,  403.  ; 
Mr.  E.  S.  Woodward,  on  same  loch,  five  trout,  31b. ;  Mr. 
Beaton,  fourteen  trout,  5|lb. ;  and  Mr.  H.  Burrell,  fifteen 
trout,  61b.  On  16th,  Mr.  Copeland,  seventeen  trout,  71b. ; 
and  Mr.  E.  S.  Woodward,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  eight  tront, 
51b.  Mr.  Copsland  landed  a  fcro  i-  of  31b.  on  14th,  and  two, 
weighing  31b.  and  2ilb.  respectively,  on  the  16th.  On 
17th,  Rev.  MacKae,  on  River  Shin,  one  salmon,  12ilb.  ; 
Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  four  trout,  21b. ;  and  Mr. 
Burrell,  on  same  loch,  twelve  trout,  6Jlb. — B. 

IiOCh  Awd. — Angling  from  the  Taychreggan  Hotel,  on 
the  17th,  Dr.  Gilbertson,  London,  caught  a  fine  silmon  of 
8ilb.,  and  four  trcut  On  the  16th  inst.  Mr.  Alex. 
Farquharson  caught  two  feroj: ,  weighing  3ilb.  and  71b. 
reenectively. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Fishing  from 
Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  Saturday,  July  14,  Dr.  Reid 
caught  seventeen  trout;  Messrs.  Nowrie,  fifteen;  Mr. 
PawJe,  four  ;  Councillor  Alexander,  Invergyle  House,  ten. 
On  Monday,  16th  inst..  Dr.  Reid,  twenty;  Councillor 
Alexander,  Invergyle  House,  ten,  in  two  hours,  heaviest 
weighing  SJlb.  On  Tuesday,  the  17th  inst.,  Mr.  Davie, 
thirty -eight  nice  trout  on  one  of  the  hill  lochs  ;  Councillor 
Alexander,  Invergyle  House,  ten.— Donald  Ferguson. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— With  weather  of  the  worst 
description  for  sport,  creels  of  trout  continue  very  light. 
Perch  fisbing,  however,  has  been  prosecuted  with  con- 
siderable success,  the  catches  from  a  boat  being  from 
Jowt.  to  Icwt.  At  the  Clackmannanshire  Club  competi- 
tion only  three  of  the  seven  members  who  took  part 
captured  a  total  of  seven  trout.  The  Edinburgh  Aroateur 
Club  landed,  with  thirteen  rods,  thirty-one  trout, 
25lb.  7oz.  First,  Mr.  Galloway,  five,  51b.  5oz.  ;  second, 
Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence,  four,  41b.  lOoz. ;  third,  Mr.  Finlay, 
five,  41b.  5oz.  Two  trout  of  lib.  14Joz.  each  were 
captured.  The  Dunfermline  Club  had  sixty-eight  trout, 
391b.,  to  fourteen  rods.  First,  Mr.  J.  Stenhouse,  ten, 
7lb.  lOoz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  A.  Murray,  nine,  51b.  2oz. ; 
third,  Mr.  J.  Fortune,  eight,  41b.  l-ioz  ;  heaviest  tront, 
Mr.  J.  Stenhouse,  lib.  Sjcz.  The  best  catch  from  a 
private  boat  was  fourteen  trout,  121b.  A.  perch  fishing 
competition  was  held  by  the  Dunfermline  Artisan  Club. 
The  best  boat  result  was  1371b.  weight  of  perches.  The 
prizes  were  gained  by :  First,  W.  Dawson,  sixty-four 
perch,  SSlb. ;  second,  W.  Davie,  29ilb. ;  third,  A. 
McLeod,  27i'.b.— RoBT.  B.  Laing. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  June  27,  fishing  on 
Loch  TormoBit,  Capt.  E.  S.  Roberts  and  Dr.  Beaumont 
had  twenty-two  fish,  7Jlb. ;  on  Loch  Vergavat,  Mr.  W.  E. 
Thornton  had  twenty-five  fish,  ejlb.  On  June  28,  on 
Strumore,  the  same  gentleman  had  five  fish,  21b.  (heaviest 
lOoz.) ;  and  on  Loch  Skealtair,  Cjpt.  B.  S.  Roberts  and 
Dr.  Beaumont  had  twelve  fish,  31b.  On  June  29th,  on 
Strumore,  the  same  party  had  ten  fish,  4!b.  (heaviest  9oz.) ; 
on  same  date,  fishing  on  Loch  Vergavat,  Mr.  W.  E. 
Thornton  had  twenty-six  fish,  7i\h.  (heaviest  9.z  ).  On 
June  30,  on  Loch-an-dune,  the  same  angler  had  seven  fish, 
Sjlb.  (heaviest  lib.) ;  and  on  Loch  Huna,  Capt.  E.  S. 
Roberts  and  Dr.  Beaumont  had  seventy  fish,  12Jlb. 
(beiviest  lloz.).  On  July  2,  the  sime  party,  fishing  on 
Loch  Vergavat,  had  thirty-two  fish,  lOJlb.  (heaviest  9:z.) ; 
on  July  3,  on  Loch  Skealtair,  nine  fish,  lOJlb.  (heaviest 
IJlb.) ;  and  on  July  4,  on  Loch-an-dune,  sixteen  fish, 
lljlb.  (heaviest  IJlb.).  On  July  6,  on-  Strumore,  Mr. 
F.  G.  Wilkinson  had  six  fish,  41b.  (heaviest  1  Jib.)  ; 
and  on  Loch  Skealtair,  Capt.  E.  8.  Roberts  and 
Dr.  Beaumont  had  seven  fisii,  3Jlb.  On  same  date, 
fishing  on  Loch  Huna,  the  same  pirty  had  seventy- 
one  fish,  151b,  (heaviest  12oz  ).  On  July  7,  on 
Loch-an-dnne,  Capt.  E.  S.  Roberts  and  Mr.  F.  H. 
Wilkinson  had  eeren  fish,  41b  ,  heaviest,  l^lb.  On  July  9, 
oa  Strumore,  Capt.  E.  8.  Roberts  and  Dr.  Beaumont  had 
eight  fish,  71b.,  heaviest,  IJlb.  On  July  11,  fishing  on 
Loch-an-duce,  Mr.  Sykes  had  five  fish,  61b  ,  heaviest,  21b  ; 
on  Loch  Fada,  Capt.  E.  S.  Roberts  and  Dr.  Beaumont 
had  eighty -three  fish,  261b.,  heaviest,  lilb.  On  July  12, 
oa  Skealtair,  Mr.  Sopwith  had  one  salmon  weighing  101b. 
On  July  13,  on  Strumore,  Mr.  Sandeman  had  seven  fi3h, 
71b.,  heaviest,  2lb. ;  on  Lech  Tormosat,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Browne  had  thirteen  fish  weighing  61b. ;  and  on  Loch 
Fada,  Mfssrs.  Sopwith  and  Green- WilkinBOn  had  eighty- 


three  fish,  weighing  321b.  On  July  14,  on  Loch  Huna, 
Capt,  E.  S.  Roberts  and  Dr.  Beaumont  had  fifty  fish, 
weighing  121b. ;  on  Vergavat,  Messrs.  Grierson  and 
Pusdom  had  thirty-nine  fish,  12ilb',  heaviest,  |lb.  ;  on 
Loch.aa-dune,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browne  had  five  fish, 
51b.,  heaviest,  IJlb. ;  and  on  Loch  Tergasat,  Messrs. 
(1  reen-Wilkinson  and  Sopwith  had  nineteen  fish,  91b. 

MelTiih  Hotel  (Sutherland  shire)  .—On  July  9, 
Mr.  Murray  had  thirteen  trout,  6ib. ;  Mr.  Maokay,  seven- 
teen trout,  61b.  On  July  10,  Mr.  Lonsdale  had  fourteen 
trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Maokay,  on  the  Halladale,  one  grilse, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Greig,  ten  tront,  51b. ;  Mr.  Murray,  fifty-nine 
trout,  201b.  On  July  11,  Mr.  Murray  had  one  grilse,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Fra30»,  eighty-seven  tront,  32ilb.  On  July  12,  Mr. 
Lonsdale  had  two  lythe,  sea  fishing  ;  Mr.  Eraser,  seventy- 
two  trout,  351b.  On  July  14,  Messrs.  Mackayand  Murray 
had  2110.  trout.  On  July  16,  Mr.  Maokay  had  six  trout, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Balance,  thirty  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  McDonald, 
twelve  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Lonsdale,  four  trout,  Sflb. 

Orerscaig  (Lairg,  N.B,).— On  July  10,  Messrs. 
Simpson  and  Barton,  on  Lower  Flag,  had  a  basket  of 
twenty  trout,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans,  on 
Griam  Shin,  twenty -eight  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Murray,  on  Loch 
Shin,  thirteen  trout,  5jlb. ;  Archdeacon  Presoott  and  son, 
on  Fiag  Beat,  twenty-one  trout,  141b. ;  and  Mr.  Sharp,  on 
Lower  Mid-Shin,  eleven  trout,  41b.,  and  one  ferox,  61b. 
On  11th,  Messrs.  Sioapson  and  Barton,  on  Lower  Mid- 
Shin  Beat,  fifteen  trout,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Luddington  and 
Evans,  on  Lower  Fiag,  forty-one  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Murray, 
Bombay,  on  Upper  Fiag,  five  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Sharp, 
London,  on  Upper  Mid-Shin,  eighteen  trout,  81b. ;  and 
Mr.  and  Miss  Leake,  King's  Lynne,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
thirty  trout,  121b.  On  12th,  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton, 
on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty-nine  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Sharp, 
on  Lower  Fiag,  nineteen  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Murray,  one 
sea  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Leake,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin, 
fifteen  trout,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  forty-four  trout,  14lb. ;  and  Col.  Sharp, 
Carlisle,  on  Upper  Mid-Shin,  ten  trout,  3Jlb.,  in  half  a 
day's  fishing.  On  13th,  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton,  on 
Merkland,  sixteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Murray,  on  Lower 
Fiag,  thirty  trout,  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Leake,  on  Upper 
Fiag,  fourteen  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Sharp,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
twelve  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans,  Ely, 
on  Lower  Mid-Shin,  twenty-five  trout,  101b. :  and  Col. 
Sharp,  on  looh  Griam,  fifteen  tront,  SJIb.  On  14th, 
Messrs.  Simpson  and  Barton,  on  Upper  Fiag,  nine  trout, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Murray,  on  Loch  Griam,  eleven  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mies  Leake,  on  Mid-Shin,  fourteen  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Sharp,  on  Hill  Loch,  seventy  trout,  171b.  ;  Messrs. 
Luddington  and  Evans,  on  Loch  Gorm,  eighty-four  trout, 
21  Jib. ;  and  Col.  Sharp,  on  Lower  Fiag,  six  trout,  31b. 
On  16th,  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans,  on  Loch  Griam, 
fifty-four  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  Murray,  Bombay,  on  Lower 
Fiag,  sixteen  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Leake,  on  No.  2 
Hill  Looh,  five  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Sharp,  on  Upper  Fiag, 
twenty  trout,  71b. ;  Col.  Sharp,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
twenty-six  trout,  8jlb.  Total  number  of  fish  canght 
during  the  period  of  from  July  10  to  July  16,  756  trout, 
292-4-lb.,  one  sea  trout,  21b. ;  and  one  ferox,  61b. — B. 

Scouiie  (Lairg,  N.B.)— Since  last  report  very  good 
sport  has  been  obtained  by  Messrs.  Pateraon  (Ardullie), 
Finlayson  (Tain),  McBean  (Tain),  Maclver,  Hardie,  and 
others.  The  best  basket  was  one  of  fifteen  trout,  141b., 
got  by  Mr.  Hardy,  who  also  landed  four  fine  sea  trout, 
91b.,  on  Loch  Duart. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — With  the  exception  of  the  Esk 
the  angling  on  the  Border  rivera  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
disappointing  since  last  week's  notes.  Herling  have  kept 
on  the  run  to  all  higher  waters,  and  sport  in  the  lower 
reaches  has  been  at  a  discount.  Rain  fell  in  upper 
Annandale  on  Monday,  which  caused  the  Annan  to  rise  in 
small  flood  on  the  following  day,  which  put  a  stop  to 
angling  until  this  (Wednesday)  morning.  "The  water  has 
fallen  rapidly  this  evening,  and  shows  little  signs  that 
there  was  a  flood  yesterday.  In  the  Castlemilk  portion  of 
the  Annan  Mr.  John  Rae,  The  Firs,  caught  six  herling 
and  four  fine  eea  trout  on  Thursday  evening.  Mr.  W. 
Laidlaw  took  a  grUse  and  one  sea  trout.  Mr.  Rae  hooked 
and  lost  a  fine  salmon  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion.  Mr._  J.  Laurie  landed  four  herling  on 
Thursday  evening  in  the  lower  waters — the  best  catoh 
so  far.  Mr.  Walter  Rae  took  three  on  Saturday 
morning  with  worm  bait  at  the  Caul.  Mr.  T.  Parish  had 
one  brown  trout  and  one  herling  in  the  Blacketlees  water 
on  Monday  night.  Other  rods  hid  one  herling  each  in  the 
same  water.  About  the  town  of  Annan  there  is  no  sport 
yet  to  write  about,  and,  if  there  is  not  a  very  decided 
improvement  by  next  week-end,  it  is  feared  the  eoason  will 
turn  out  to  be  as  bad  as  that  of  1899.  In  the  Nith  local 
anglers  have  been  out  in  strong  numbers,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  visitors  are  on  this  and  other  Sol  way 
streams  this  week.  Some  good  sea  trout  have  been  caught 
in  the  upper  waters  with  the  night  fly,  and  also  with 
worm  on  Stewart  tackle.  Lower  down,  in  the  Mid- 
Nithsdale  portion,  several  good  sea  trout  have  been  taken, 
besides  odd  herling.  Sport  ia  very  indifferent  near 
Dumfries,  and  herling  appear  to  keep  running  past  the 
town  waters  to  the  upper  and  middle  stretches.  In 
the  Galloway  district  very  little  is  doing  there  at 
present,  and  the  sea  trout  season  has  been  most  disap- 
pointing on  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  the  Galloway, 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie.  'There 
are  no  reports  from  the  Cree  of  Creetown.  The  Ayrshire 
streams  are  being  well  fished  this  week  by  Glasgow 
holiday  anglers,  who  are  out  in  force,  and  on  the  banks  of 
the  Clyde  every  reach  has  its  full  complement  of  anglers, 
fishing  day  and  night.  On  Looh  Doon  of  Dalmellington 
a  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  though  the  sport  has 
been  falling  off  on  account  of  the  unsettled  weather  and 
too  much  thunder  and  fire  in  the  air.  In  the  Solway  the 
nets  have  been  doing  pretty  well  since  last  week's  notes 
among  grilse  and  salmon.    The  sea  trout  run  appears  to 


be  about  a  close  in  the  Firth.  The  salmon  caught  just  now 
are  in  prime  condition,  and  running  up  to  16lb.  The 
weather  is  more  settled-looking  this  evening  (July  25),  and 
the  barometer  is  rising. — Hkathebbell. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  July  9,  Mr.  Bourne, 
on  Loch  Loyal,  fourteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Spicer,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  twelve  trout,  51b.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spicer,  on  Loch  Slam,  twenty-five  trout,  91b.,  one  grilse, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  LofH  Craggie,  twenty-one  tront, 
81b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  LoCi?*ja-hacon,  six  trout.  On  the 
11th.  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty-six  trout,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Parker,  on  Looh-ni-hacon,  seven  trout,  41b,,  heaviest, 
21b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twenty-four 
trout,  lOJlb.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  Spicer,  on  the  Kyle, 
three  trout,  61b.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  the  Kyle, 
two  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch  Craggie,  six  trout, 
3|lb.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Bourne  on  Loch  Slam,  eight 
trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  the  Kyle,  three  trout,  81b. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
All  the  rivers  in  the  Border  district  have  been  running  in 
capital  trim  for  a  week  back,  and,  as  was  to  be  expected, 
quite  a  flood  of  the  local  disciples  of  old  Izaak  have  been 
on  the  warpath,  while  there  have  also  been  a  very 
considerable  number  of  anglers  from  the  larger  centres, 
who  are  ^ust  now  on  their  holiday  tours— these  latter 
generally  go  to  the  smaller  waters,  such  as  the  Kale, 
Bowmont,  and  Eden,  although  a  few  of  them  chance 
their  hand  on  the  main  rivers  Tweed  and  Teviot.  The 
lures  used  most  successfully  have  been  creeper  and  worm  ; 
several  of  the  baskets  killed,  however,  having  been  got 
with  fly,  while  minnow  has  also  accounted  for  a  good 
many  of  the  speckled  beauties  on  all  the  rivers.  Evening 
fishing  for  trout  is  also  in  full  swing  all  over,  but  fly  is  the 
main  lure  then.  In  the  early  morning,  of  course,  those 
who  go  out  do  the  clear  water  worm  dodge,  and  many 
excellent  baskets  are  got  by  the  "  early  risers."  As  for 
salmon  angling,  that  is  a  sport  not  to  be  thought  of  at 
the  present  time,  the  rivers  being  too  small  and  fine  for  such 
angling.  Of  those  who  have  been  most  successful  among 
the  trout  may  be  mentioned  the  following  :  On  Monday,  on 
the  Tweed,  Mr.  William  Currie,  Victoria-place,  Kelso,  had 
just  close  on  101b.  of  fine  trout  with  fly,  one  of  which  was 
over  lib.,  while  he  had  several  others  of  |lb.  each.  On 
the  Teviot,  on  Wednesday  (this  morning),  Mr.  TurnbuU, 
Jedburgh,  had  101b.  of  grand  trout,  all  killed  with 
oreaper.  On  the  same  river,  Mr.  Jas.  Steel,  Kelso,  had 
5lb.  of  fine  tront ;  Mr.  Wm.  Barff,  Kelso,  has  had  31b.  and 
4Jlb.,  both  baskets  with  fly ;  Mr.  James  Hogg,  on  the 
Eden,  has  had  41b.,  31b.,  61b.,  and  4ilb.  to-day  (Wednes- 
day), all  with  fly — these  four  baskets  were  all  killed  on 
separate  days.  The  tributaries  have  also  given  a  good 
account  of  themselves,  as  during  the  past  week  many 
excellent  baskets  have  been  got.  On  the  Kale,  on  Tuesday 
last,  Mr.  Charles,  Edinburgh,  with  creeper,  had  six  dozen 
of  trout;  Mr.  Mills,  Glasgow,  on  Saturday,  81b.  of 
beauties,  with  worm,  three  of  them  being  |lb.  weight ; 
E.  B.  Moscrip,  Morebattle,  killed  twelve  fine  trout,  all 
jlb.  each,  with  minnow.  On  the  same  river,  on  Tuesday 
(yesterday),  with  creeper,  Mr.  R.  B.  Moeorip  had  101b.  of 
fine  trout ;  Mr.  Mills,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  Charles,  81b.  Many 
other  baskets  have  been  got  on  all  the  rivers,  but  they 
were  small,  and  the  above  are  the  bast  and  most  authentic 
takes. — Maxwhbel. 

Ythan  (Aberdeenshire).— The  estuary  has  been 
giving  a  good  account  of  itself,  and  since  the  end  of  June 
sea  trout  and  finnock  have  been  running  freely,  which  are 
seldom  met  with  till  August  is  well  advanced.  The  season, 
already  a  prolific  one,  promises  to  be  one  of  the  best 
enjoyed  for  years.  Amongst  others  angling  here  may  be 
mentioned  Mr.  Rennie,  London  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Jopp,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Davidson,  Wellwood  ; 
Mr.  A.  W.  Mitchell,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  Carson,  Turnerhall ; 
and  Mr.  Connell,  Surrey,  &c. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Banu  (Toomehridge).— Trout  fishing  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory  during  the  last  week,  and  several  good  fish 
have  been  captured.  The  trout  are  very  numerous,  and 
only  the  prevalence  of  natural  fly  on  the  water  mars 
several  good  takes.  Mr.  McErlain  (Glasgow)  caught  a 
61b.  fish  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  McKinless  has  totalled 
eight  nice  specimens  this  wesk.  The  fly  taking  is  Hare's 
Ear  and  Olive.— O.  T. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  weather  for  the  past 
week  was  decidedly  unfavourable  to  angling,  and  this, 
combined  with  low  water,  reduced  sport  to  a  low  ebb  on 
the  fronting  streams.  Some  anglers  were  out  on  the  Dams 
and  the  Clady,  and  picked  up  a  few  trout.  The  Belfaat 
Anglers'  Association  has  secured  the  lease  of  a  very 
desirable  lit  of  water.  Salmon  are  up  the  Maine,  and  a 
few  have  been  brought  to  bank  about  Eandalstown.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Biivers.— Sport  has  been  rather  backward, 
though  fairly  good  at  times  on  the  principal  waters.  Rain 
has  fallen,  but  not  in  sufiicient  quantity  to  materially 
aflfeot  the  condition  of  the  rivers.  More  rain  is  wanted  to 
bring  sport  up  to  the  usual  standard,  and  until  it  takes 
place  no  real  good  sport  can  be  expected  even  on  the  best 
waters.  At  time  of  writing  there  are  unmistakable  signs 
of  near  rain,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
therefore  much  better.  Brown  trout  anglers  in  the  late 
evenings  had  generally  good  sport  on  all  the  minor  waters 
last  week.— T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  river  ia  in  fair  order,  and  as 
there  is  plenty  cf  peal  in  the  river  sport  is  fairly  good. 
Since  last  notes  Mr.  Gibbons,  Mr.  Smith,  Capt.  Cunliffe, 
Capt.  Henry,  Mr.  Smyth-Piggott,  Lora  Dnngarvan,  and 
Mr.  Upoher  killed  a  goodly  number  of  peal  each  rod, 
taking  from  four  to  seven  peal  per  day.  On  Clare- 
Galway  river  some  peal  wore  killed,  chiefly  by  local 
anglers. — J.  A.  B. 

Bast  Tyrone  Jlivers.— The  Blackwater  and  Ballin- 
derry  are  in  fairly  good  order  just  now,  and  on  both  rivera 
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FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund— the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.    Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 

THIRTIETH  LIST. 

£  s.  d. 

Mr.  Geo.  A.  Powell,  39,  Leighton-road,  Cheltenham  (by  sale  of  flies)    0  5  0 

"  Mark  Bercb,"  Bideford    0  5  0 

"  J.  H.,"  Newbury     0  16 


0  11  6 

Amount  from  twenty-ninth  list   246  5  6| 


Total  ...  •   246  17  OJ 


tront  are  incliniDg  to  rise  batter  to  the  fly.  On  Monday 
two  Belfast  anglers,  fishing  the  Ballinderry,  below  Coagh, 
killed  twenty-six  trout.  Killing  flies :  Black  Hackle, 
Hare's  Ear,  and  Wickham.  A  few  salmon  are  in  the 
lower  pools,  but  not  in  sufficient  numbers  yet  to  warrant 
successful  fishing. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Very  bright 
weather  prevailed  during  the  past  week ;  the  following  are 
the  particulars  of  the  salmon  captured  :  Mr.  Nevile  Reid, 
jun,,  landed  one  salmon  of  lOJlb.  on  the  13th  inst.,  and 
two,  of  7i\h.  and  61b..  on  14th  inst. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike 
landed  one  salmon  of  13|lb. ;  and  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas,  two, 
of  101b.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  J.  Gilbey  Vokins  took  three 
salmon  during  the  past  week,  of  91b.,  8Jlb.,  and  71b. ;  and 
Mr.  Blythe  took  four,  of  Sib.,  61b..  61b.,  and  51b. ;  Mr.  R. 
M.  Thomley  took  two.  of  7ib.  and  41b. ;  Mr.  Geo.  Davies 
took  four,  of  16Jlb.,  91b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  Several  brown 
tront  from  IJlb.  to  31b.  were  taken  by  local  anglers  in  the 
late  evenings,  and  Capt.  Fyfe  Jameson  took  two  fine 
baskets  of  sea  and  brown  trout  below  Ballyshannon 
Bridge  on  12th  and  14th  insts.,  twenty-five  trout  in  all, 
and  the  majority  of  them  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  each. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Gowla  Fishery  (Zetland  Arms).  — July  14,  Dr. 
Griffith  and  fiiend,  twenty-two  white  trout ;  Mr.  Living- 
ston, eighteen;  Mr.  Speakman,  eleven.  16th,  Dr. 
Griffith  and  Mr.  Trower,  twenty-eight;  Mr.  Staunton- 
Wing,  seventeen;  Mr.  Speakman,  nineteen.  17th,  Mr. 
Carriok,  twenty-two ;  Mr.  Speakman,  twenty-two ;  Dr. 
Griffith,  four ;  Mr.  Staunton-Wing,  six.  Weather  foggy 
and  bad  for  fishing ;  hope  it  will  soon  clear. 

Kerry  Bivars.— Sport,  though  improved,  has  not 
been  very  good  on  any  of  the  Kerry  rivers,  with  the 
exception  of  Waterville,  where  some  fine  sport  has  been 
had  at  salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout.  More  rain  is  wanted, 
especially  for  those  rivers  that  are  not  flowing  out  of  lakes, 
and  until  it  arrives  sport  will  continue  backward.  In  the 
tidal  waters  of  all  the  principal  livers  salmon  are 
numerous,  and — on  those  waters  that  hold  them — sea  trout 
are  arriving,  bnt  are  not  pushing  up  to  the  upper  waters 
owing  to  low  waters.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days 
are  much  improved,  as  heavy  rain  appears  near  at  hand. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Kiilarney,  —  Though  the  weather  has  been  on  the 
whole  favourable  from  an  angling  point  of  view,  sport 
has  not  been  quite  up  to  the  standard  for  this  time  of 
the  year.  Matters,  however,  are  improving  at  time 
of  writing,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days 
are  good,  as  [rain  is  beginning  to  fall  at  time  of  writing. 
Angling  visitors  have  not  been  much  in  levidence  lately, 
the_  bulk  of  those  arriving  being  seeking  sea  trout 
fishing,  and  going  on  to  Waterville,  where  sea  trout 
are  now  giving  generally  good  sport.  On  many  days 
last  week  brown  trout  gave  fine  sport  on  Lough  Qnittane 
and  other  waters  in  this  district,  though  the  fish  had  were 
geasrally  of  an  inferior  size. — T.  J.  D. 

laeenaue  Hotel  (Eillary  Bay,  Conuemaxa).— 
Dhulough  Fishery,  salmon  and  sea  trout. — Some  good 
sport  was  obtained  last  week  on  Dhulough  and  Glencullen. 
A  sea  trout  caught  by  Mr.  Wigrain  weighed  5|lb., 
and  a  salmon  121b.  Mr.  Rawlinson  got  a  salmon  on 
Saturday,  12 Jib.  Sea  fishing,  Killary  Bay.— Pollack  from 
31b.  to  61b.  are  being  caught  in  large  numbers  on  trout 
rods.   Whiting  are  plentiful. — R.  H.  McKeown. 

Iiongli  Cnriaue,  &c.  (Water'yille,  co  Kerry).— 
Sport  on  Lough  Currane  has  generally  been  of  a  good 
description  since  last  report,  as  far  as  sea  and  brown 
tront  _  are  concerned.  The  baskets  of  sea  tront  had 
contained  from  four  to  ten  fish,  and  those  of  brown 
trout  from  four  to  a  dozen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K. 
Bradbury  itook  eleven  sea  and  brown  trout,  weighing 
13ilb,,  on  July  11.  Mr.  Tisdale  had  a  salmon  lOJlb., 
and  many  fine  tront  on  another  day.   Many  other  anglers 


out  had  also  good  sport,  but  it  would  take  np  too  much 
space  to  give  anything  like  full  details.  On  Saturday, 
on  Waterville  river,  Mr.  Eden  had  three  salmon  (heaviest 
10 Jib.)  and  four  sea  trout.  Sport  continues  good  at  sea 
and  brown  trout  on  the  upper  lakes,  but  nothing  worth 
recording  has  been  done  on  the  Inney  or  Onmmeragh  last 
week.  All  the  available  boats  are  now  engaged  on  Lough 
Currane,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  very 
good.— T.  J.  D. 

Longfh  Melvln. — The  very  bright  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  much  against  angling  on  the  lake.  Mr.  G.  Kane 
landed  a  grilse  of  71b.  On  July  13  Mr.  P.  Hughes  took  a 
fine  trout  (Sahno  fero.rj  of  6Jlb.  Trolling  on  16th,  Mr. 
D.  Fox  took  a  grilse  of  5Jlb.  Oa  14th,  Mr.  A,  Murray 
landed  one  of  61b.  On  17th,  Mr.  H.  Farrell  took  two 
brown  trout,  of  31b.  and  2flb.  Trolling  on  14th,  some 
decent-sized  baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were 
taken  during  the  past  week,  but  they  were  got  chiefly  by 
anglers  who  stayed  out  late  in  the  evenings.  Mr.  J. 
Deane  took  the  best  basket  csntaining  thirteen  trout,  and 
weighing  8^1b.  Rain  is  now  much  needed  to  improve 
sport. — M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina). — Angling  has 
improved  a  little  here  for  the  past  week.  Mr.  Scroope, 
nine  grilse,  571b. ;  Mr.  Murry,  ten  grilse,  631b.  ;  Major 
Howard,  four  grilse,  271b.,  one  salmon,  lUb. ;  Mr.  East, 
three  grilse  in  two  days,  201b.  ;  Mr.  H.  Knox,  seven 
grilse,  491b.;  Mr.  C.  Wells,  nine  grilse,  571b.  Trout 
fishing  on  the  lough  dull.  Fair  number  jack  getting, 
largest  311b.,  got  by  Mr._W.  Jones.  Sea  trout  fishing  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  river  good ;  best  take  to  one  rod, 
sixteen,  131b.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Igongh  Devg  (Killaloe).— Major 
Traheine  has,  I  am  delighted  to  say,  had  some  excellent 
sport  on  his  preserves  this  week.  Fishing  between  whiles 
he  has  secnred  to  his  own  rod,  casting,  eighteen  salmon 
and  grilse.  Col.  Longborne  comes  next  with  a  bag  of 
eleven  grilse,  all  taken  on  Major  Traherne's  preserves. 
The  total  number  of  fish  taken  here  this  week  amounts  to 
sixty.  June  11,  Major  Traherne,  four  grilse,  7Jlb.,  71b., 
6Jlb.,  61b.  12th,  two  grilse,  71b.,  71b.;  Col.  Longborne, 
two,  71b.,  61b.  13th,  Major  Traherne,  one,  71b. ;  Col, 
Longborne,  two,  71b.,  61b.  14th,  Major  Traherne,  five  grilse, 
81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.,  41b. ;  Col.  Longborne,  three  grilse, 
101b.,  81b,,  41b.  15th,  Major  Traherne's  men,  two  grilse, 
61b.,  4:b.  16th,  Major  Traherne,  one  ealmon,  17Jlb.,  and 
two  grilse,  81b.,  6Jlb. ;  Col.  Longborne,  two  grilse,  71b., 
51b.  17th,  Major  Traherne,  three,  71b.,  71b.,  51b.  ;  Col. 
Longborne,  two,  51b.,  5Ib.  Supply  of  salmon  in  the  river  still 
keeping  good.  Messrs.  Edward  Peat  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Whitaker  have  arrived  from  England  for  the  fishing  on 
liver  and  lake,  this  being  their  first  visit  to  the  land  of  big 
salmon,  grilse,  trout,  pike,  roach,  and  perch. — S.  J. 

HURIEY. 

Shannon  (Castleoonuell).  —  On  Doonass,  Mr. 
S.  C.  Vansittart  killed,  11th,  one  peal,  31b. ;  12ch,  one,  41b. 
On  the  same  fishery,  Mr.  H.  Hare  Winton  killed,  14th,  one 
81b.;  16th,  one,  81b.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed, 
17th,  two,  31b.  and  61b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  T.  C. 
Higgin  killed,  11th,  two,  41b.  and  4ilb.  ;  12th,  three,  41b., 
4Jlb.,  and  6^1b. ;  14th,  two,  71b.  and  7Jlb. ;  16th,  one, 
5|lb.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  H.  B.  Daglieh  killed,  12th, 
one,  4Jlb. ;  13th,  two,  IJlb.  and  4Jlb. ;  14th,  one,  5Jlb. 
On  the  Castle  fishery.  Rev.  Canon  Grenside  killed,  13:h, 
one,  51b.  On  the  same  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed. 
14th,  one,  31b. ;  16th,  one,  5Jlb.  On  the  Landscape 
fishery  the  fishermen  killed,  llch,  one  salmon,  121b. — J. 
Enright  and  Son. 


School  Books,  Diotionasies,  &c.,  including  Hr.  Jackson's 
Upright  Writing  Oepy  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dan 
staH's  EoBse,  Fetter-lana,  London.   Can  be  had  «n  applieati«B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — A  namber  of  boat  anglers  were  off  abont 
half  a  mile  from  the  pier  heads  last  Sunday.  Mackerel 
have  been  "  schooling  "  about  in  the  bay  during  the  past 
week.  Sea  very  calm,  with  liafht  breezas  from  the  west. 
Temperature  to-day  (I8th),  125^  in  the  sun. — H. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  recent  "blowings"  at  the 
s  s.  Pair  id  have  evidently  had  a  deleterious  effect  upon 
local  fishing,  the  catches  for  the  present  week  having  fallen 
far  short  of  recent  experiences.  Poutings  form  almost  the 
entire  catch,  both  from  the  pier  and  boats,  and  the  general 
run  of  them  is  small.  Eirly  morning  pier  anglers  have 
had  some  success,  and  on  Saturday  last  a  fair  number  of 
pollack  were  taken,  but  for  the  past  four  days  nobody  has 
taken  more  than  four  of  this  sportive  species.  Mr. 
Ziehnsdorf  and  Mr.  Clarke  had  eight  score  of  poutings, 
one  whiting,  and  one  weever  on  July  15,  the  result  of  a 
few  hours'  boat  fishing.  Twenty-seven  rods  and  lines  plied 
upon  the  pier  on  July  16  ;  did  not  account  for  more  than 
five  score  of  small  fish,  and  on  Tuesday  matters  ruled 
slower  still.  To-day  (Wednesday)  has  proved  quite  an  off 
day,  though  anglers  of  varied  degrees  of  skill  have  dangled 
baits  freely  for  the  major  portion  of  the  day.  —  J. 
Richardsox  (B.8.A.S.). 

D^al. — The  weather  and  water  are  all  that  can  be 
desired  for  the  kind  of  fishing  at  present.  _  A  few  boats 
have  been  out  to  the  wrecks,  and  returned  with  very  good 
takes  of  pouting  averaging  from  three  to  seven  score,  with 
an  occasional  codling,  &o.  Bait,  lugworm.  I  anticipate 
shortly  to  see  some  fair  takes  of  flatfish. — Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.8.),  Kenwjn,  North  Parade. 

Penzance.— Pier  anglers  at  the  Newlyn  pierheads  are 
not  having  much  sport  at  present.  Drift  fishing  over. 
The  pilchard  fishing  will  soon  be  on,  followed  by  the 
Ktnsale  (Ireland)  mackerel  fishing  by  the  larger  boats. — H. 

Plymouth. — There  is  plenty  of  sport  for  everyone  now. 
Mackerel  quite  close  in  the  Sound,  and  plenty  of  bass  from 
off  the  rocKs  at  Penlee  and  the  Rame  Head.  One  gentle- 
man had  four  nice  ones  on  Saturday,  the  smallest  71b.  I 
have  just  had  a  yarn  with  a  well-known  fisherman  at  Looe, 
who  said  that  poUack  had  never  been  so  plentiful  for  some 
yeirs  as  now.  In  a  few  hours'  fishing  you  can  catch  over 
Icwt.  of  these  fish,  chiefly  with  the  spinning  sandeel.  At 
SciUy,  Helford,  and,  in  fact,  all  around  the  coast,  capital 
sport  can  be  had,  the  fish  running  very  large,  and  strong, 
fine  gear  is  necessary.  Pouting,  blain,  and  chad  can  be 
taken  in  any  number  in  the  Sound,  fishing  at  anchor.— 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — The  past  few  days  have  found  anglers 
getting  fine  sport  at  pollack,  gurnard,  &o.  Sport  is  show- 
ing further  improvement  at  time  of  writing.  No  bass 
were  had,  but"  large  numbers  of  mackerel  were  taken. 
The  weather  is  now  just  the  thing  for  successful  sea  fish- 
ing here,  the  weither  being  overcast,  and  the  sea  smooth, 
— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (Co.  Kerry).— Pollack  are  giving  good 
spDrt  at  present.  On  one  day  Mr.  Hall-Dare  and  Mr.  Pike 
caught  eighteen,  weighing  from  41b.  to  lOlb.,  besides  some 
gurnard.  A  party  of  four  local  anglers  on  another  day 
caught  three  dozen.  Other  good  takes  have  been  had. 
Whiting  and  gurnard  are  giving  better  sport,  but  bass  are 
giving  little  or  no  sport  just  now.  Bream  are  coming  in, 
and  CDd  and  haddocks  are  being  had  at  tho  headlands.— 
T.  J.  D.  


Jingling  ^tjefures. 

July  22. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  July  prize  outing. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Match  at  Weybridge. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Roving  match. 

Convivial :  Ooting  to  Langley. 

Crown  and  Buokland  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Dalston :  Prize  outing. 

Dibdin  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court, 

Friendship  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Harleeden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hatcham  Brothers  :  Lapeed  prize  outing. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Pegged-down  match. 

Oglander  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Pithouse's  (Langley)  competition. 

Seymour  Brothers :  Outing  to  Ashnrst. 

United  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Sandgate. 

Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Woking. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Woking  :  Match  on  Broad  Meads. 
July  26. 

Crown  and  Buckland :  Visit. 
July  23. 

Prince  of  Wales  :  Match  at  U^bridge. 

Victoria  Brothers:  Fishivg  Gazette  "Tobacco  Fund" 
conceit. 
July  28. 

Bootle  :  Match  on  the  Dee. 

July  29. — Allason  United :  Match  at  Harefield. 

„  29. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing. 

,,  29. — Blenheim  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

,,  29.— Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Woking. 

,,  29. — Cosy  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

,,  29. — Dachess  :  Competition. 

,,  29. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Boxmoor. 

„  29. — Elgin  :  Lapssd  prize  outing. 

,,  29  — Golden  Barbel :  Gating. 

,,  29. — Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 

,,  29. — iTiaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

,,  29.— Junior  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Farleigh. 

„  29.— Sundial:  Outing. 

,,  29. — Wellington:  Prize  outing. 
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^t^oxts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 

Evsniusf.  Address  "Editor  Pishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Ekport  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
Iiist. — My  next  visit  on  the  above  takes  place  on  Monday, 
July  23,  at  the  Crown  and  Buckland  Angling  Society.  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  the  new  host  can  see  that 
our  angliug  brethren  can  muster  when  called  upon  to  do 
their  duty,  and  I  am  sure  we  shall  all  get  the  cordial 
reception,  and  let  us  give  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S. 
and  Host  Doerr  a  bumper. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Ang-lers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing' List.— On  the  16th  inst.,  a  most  enjoyable  visit  was 
given  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  A.S. ;  there  was  a  small  atten- 
dance of  members  on  account  of  the  hot  weather, 
although  twelve  clubs  answered  the  roll-call,  and  their 
A.B.S.  box  contained  £1  10s.  The  next  visit  will  go  to 
the  Royal  George  A.S.,  Queen's  Arms,  Bateman-street, 
Soho.    Date  later. — J.  Harris. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  —  Since  my  last 
report  several  of  our  members,  Messrs.  A.  Painter,  Kyle, 
C.  Markworth,  had  bream  and  roach.  I  am  pleased  to 
inform  members  that  Mr.  E.  C.  Garten  has  kindly 
consented  to  become  president  of  this  society  ;  also 
several  prizes  have  hs&n  added  to  our  prize  list.— Alf. 
Painter. 

A-imiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W.— A  good  meeting  was  held  on  Mon- 
diy  last,  at  which  new  officers  were  elected.  All  members 
should  turn  up  on  Monday  next  to  arrange  for  annual 
outing.  Members  must  clear  books,  or  will  not  be 
eligible.  All  the  members  were  out  on  July  15,  and  had 
good  sport  with  roach,  dace,  chub,  &c.  Mr.  G.  Tipper 
took  a  fine  roach,  but  failed  to  weigh-in.  A  party  is  being 
arranged  for  J uly  22  ;  all  intending  to  go  meet  in  club- 
house 4.30  Saturday  afternoon. — H.  Langton'. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— Mr.  T.  Jones 
weighed-in  bream ;  and  H.  Benyon,  roach.  The  new 
rules  are  in  print.  The  members  will  be  able  to  gave 
them  in  a  week  or  two.— H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Suasex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
Our  brake  outing  to  Rickmansworth  is  fixed  for  Aug.  19. 
The  boundary  being  lOOyds.  from  the  road  bridge  up  to 
Springwell;  two  rods  allowed  ;  all  fish  except  jack,  eels, 
and  minnows  weighable ;  all  fish  to  be  lin.  above  Thames 
standard.  The  match  is  pegged-down,  lOyds.  apart.  We 
leave  by  four-horse  brake  at  about  12.15  a.m.  (midnight) 
on  18th.  All  members  who  are  going  must  give  in  their 
names  at  once.  The  annual  silver  challenge  cup  competi- 
tion takes  place  at  Harefield  on  July  29,  from  Watkins, 
the  Half-way  House,  to  the  White  Bridge  ;  pegged-down, 
one  rod  only.  Wednesday  next  will  be  the  latest  date  for 
giving  in  names  of  those  who  wish  to  be  conveyed  by 
brakes  from  the  G.W.E.  station,  Uxbridge,  to  Half-way 
House,  Harefield.  Messrs.  H.  Smith  and  H.  Slack 
weighed-in  on  .July  15,  and  E.  Jackson  on  the  17th.  Mr. 
J.  Abbott  weighed-in  from  the  Thames  some  capital 
perch,  and  a  barbel  of  61b.  8oz.,  which  he  gave  to  the 
society,  and  F.  Anstiss  has  the  fish  for  preservation. 
Messrs.  C.  Payne  and  Hough  have  been  elected  members. 
—Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Ooach  and  Horses,  Porte- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  July  15  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Brandon,  bream  and  roach, 
61b.  9ioz. ;  Drew,  jack  and  perch;  Smart,  dace  and 
roach  ;  Butlin,  dace  ;  Black,  roach ;  and  Seymour,  bream. 
— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square.— We  had  a  splendid  meeting 
last  Wednesday.  Two  of  our  members  were  successful  in 
the  competition  at  Pulborongh.  Members  please  note 
prizes  not  won  in  outing  on  July  15  to  be  fished  for  at 
Hatfield  Peveril  on  July  22,  from  Baddow  Bridge  to  Blek 
Bridge ;  towpath.  Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at 
the  Arun  Hotel  on  Aug.  19.  Oar  host,  Mr.  W.  Brakes, 
has  given  us  a  very  handsome  donation  towards  our  prize 
list.— G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Excslsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  July  15  we  fished 
our  match  at  Dagenham  Lake,  when  only  three  prizes 
were  taken,  as  follows  :  Mr.  Jarrold,  first ;  Mr.  H 
Townley,  second ;  and  Mr.  T.  Smith,  third.  Members 
may  weigh-in  two  days,  August  Bank  Holiday  Sunday  and 
Monday.   Lea  barred.— J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeawell.— 
On  July  15  we  had  a  grand  show  of  fish  at  the  above, 
contributed  by  the  following  members :  Mr.  G.  Allen 
having  a  fine  show  of  bream ;  Mr.  Brelsforth,  with  a  good 
show  of  bream,  four  fish  turning  the  scale  at  141b.  j  M.  V,. 
Watling,_  with  roach  and  bream,  winning  a  prize'  in  the 
competition  ;  Mr.  Hender,  with  roach,  dace,  and  bream, 
he  also  winning  a  prize  in  the  competition;  Messrs. 
Munro,  sen.,  Lambarth,  Hatchings,  Fryell,  Payne, 
Davis,  and  King,  also  weighed-in.  Mr.  Cash,  our  worthy 
host,  was  proposed  as  a  member  of  the  society,  and  also 
Mr.  Steer  was  proposed  as  a  member.  The  balance-sheet 
being  read  was  passed  by  members  present  with  a  good 
substantial  balance  in  hand. — G.  R.  Embleton. 

B»4ter«ea  Fj^lendly  Angling  eooisty,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— In  our  match  on  July  15 
only  one  prize  was  taken,  by  Mr.  A.  Addison,  with 


21b.  3ioz.  Mr.  Hersent  weighed-in  201b.  of  roach  •  Mr. 
H.  H.  Wilson,  over  71b.;  Mr.  Pemberton,  71b.  of  tench; 
Mr.  Hemens,  Dejonge,  and  Hall  weighed-in  in  the  com- 
petition at  Pulborough.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  three 
prizes  on  J  uly  22  ;  same  conditions.  To  go  down  on  the 
morning;  roving. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  .fLngling  Society,  Wool- 
paok,  Bermondsey-street.— The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a  competition  for  their  July  series  of  prizes  at  Pul- 
borough, on  the!  15tb,  under  the  same  conditions  as  the 
Central  competition,  but  none  of  them  were  fortunate 
enough  to  take  a  fish.  It  was  decided  at  the  meeting  on 
the  18th  to  fish  for  the  July  series  of  prizes  again  at 
Amberley,  on  the  22nd.  Conditions:  Members  not  to 
leave  London  until  morning,  and  to  book  to  and  return 
from  Amberley  station.  Mr.  J.  Martin,  T.  Woodhead,  and 
G.  Armstrong,  jan.,  weighed-in  bream,  roach,  and  chub 
from  other  waters  on  the  15th. — Aly  Conn. 

Black&iars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Several  members  out  at  cup 
competition,  Mr.  F.  Barker  and  R.  Kobelt  weighing-in 
for  same.  Mr.  Merrygold  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  from 
other  waters.  Will  members  turn  up  next  Wednesday  to 
settle  important  business  relating  to  dinner  outing,  which 
has  already  been  suggested  to  take  place  at  Pulborough. 
Mr.  J.  Regan,  of  the  Stanley  Tavern,  High-straet, 
Borough,  was  elected  honorary  member. — J.  Wheel- 
house. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  Hill.— Several  members  have 
weighed-in  during  the  past  week,  namely,  F.  Wilson, 
roach  and  bream  171b.  lOoz.,  largest  roach  lib.  5ioz  ,  from 
Noifolk  Broads;  F.  Hunt,  bream,  51b.  8oz.,  largest 
21b.  2|oz.,  from  Uxbridge;  C.  Maguire, barbel,  41b.  13oz., 
largest  31b.  63z.,  from  Thames;  F.  Prall  and  C.  Chaplais 
also  had  roach.  We  have  had  our  prize  list  printed, 
which  can  be  had,  price  2d.,  including  new  rules.  We 
proposed  Mr.  T.  Lawrence  as  a  working  member,  to  be 
elected  next  week.  Mr.  Hunt  has  added  Ss.  to  the  prizes 
in  our  sub.  match  on  July  29.— C.  Chaplais, 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Ansrlin^  society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  July  16  Mr.  F.  S. 
Parett  weighed-in  bream  and  roach,  51b.  l|oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Drew,  bream,  perch,  and  dace ;  Mr.  J.  Sinclair,  bream 
and  roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  tench  ;  Mr.  J.  Young,  perch  ; 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  Stooker,  dace.  On  July  18  Mr.  J.  Roach 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  91b.  14oz.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  was 
elected  an  honorary  member.  Mr.  J.  Drew  offered  a  prize 
for  the  second  specimen  perch  daring  season.  The  books 
will  be  closed  without  fail  on  July  25. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road.— The  members  of  this  association  had  a 
most  enjoyable  outing  to  Ellesmere  on  July  12  for  three 
good  prizes,  the  first  of  which  was  not  won,  the  second 
faUing  to  Mr.  H.  Grundy,  and  the  third  to  Mr.  J.  Gallo- 
way. The  competition  was  closed  at  10  a.m.,  thereby 
avoiding  the  excessive  heat,  and  also  a  severe  thunder- 
storm which  occurred  during  the  afternoon.  The  associa- 
tion's next  competition  has  been  fixed  for  July  28  in  the 
river  Dee  for  four  good  prizes,  Mr.  Taylor  being  appointed 
captain;  competitors  leaving  by  1.30  p.m.  Woodside  boat. 

— RUDD. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angliug  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.  —  The 
following  weighed-in  on  July  15  :  Mr.  T.  Tucker,  bream  ; 
C.  Parmenter,  bream  and  roach  ;  and  E.  Papworth,  bream. 
I  must  remind  all  members  that  we  hold  a  special  general 
meeting  on  July  24 ;  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  on 
that  occasion. — A.  Robertson. 

Gsmbrldga  Heatn  jasrotshes'e  Angling  Soolaty, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  E.— It  was  decided  last  meeting  night  that  we  fish 
the  match  on  July  22,  at  Weybridge  (river  Wey)  instead  of 
Byfleet.  To  start  from  Waterloo  by  the  midnight  train 
on  Saturday,  11.45;  begin  fishing  at  3  a.m.,  and  ceaee  at 
4  p.m.  Members  intending  to  fish  in  the  match  need  not 
sign  the  book  at  the  club-house,  but  must  sign  the 
stewards' book  at  the  water.  Messrs.  Elliott  and  Barbet 
will  act  as  stewards.  Eleven  prizes  to  fish  for.  Mr.  H. 
Everett  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  on  July  15 ;  also  Mr. 
Hubbard,  some  good  roach.  Messrs.  Stephenson,  R. 
Anderson,  and  B.  Argent,  roach;  Mr.  Elliott,  bream  and 
roach;  and  Messrs.  Hazard,  Baines,  and  Wiokes,  nice 
shows  of  perch. --B.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Sooiaty,  The  Locomotive.  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Another  good 
show  on  the  15th.  Messrs.  Cook,  roach,  81b.  gjoz. ; 
Painter,  roach  and  dace,  71b.  5|oz.  ;  Goes,  bream^ 
41b.  8oz. ;  Parker,  barbel,  41b.  12oz. ;  Adams,  tench ;  F. 
Dykes,  bream  ;  S.  Dykes,  bream  and  dace ;  Mann,  chub 
and  dace ;  Taylor,  bream  ;  Fuller,  roach ;  H.  R.  Hoodless, 
tench  and  bream  ;  Reynolds,  roach ;  Galloway,  roach  ■ 
A.  E.  HoodlesB,  roach  ;  A.  C.  Hoodless,  roach  and  dace  ;' 
and  Elsley,  roach.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  one  of 
our  members  from  the  front  (Mr.  Burton),  who  has  been 
invalided.  Will  members  please  show  up  in  force  next 
Wednesday,  to  arrange  for  a  brake  outing  ?  —  R. 
Marshall. 

Carlron  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
July  15:  Messrs.  Burrows,  tench;  Breedon,  tench;  R. 
Pigrum,  tench  and  perch ;  A.  Hardcastle,  roach  :  W. 
Hull,  roach ;  G.  Ayers,  perch ;  W.  Fayers,  dace.  Several 
members  had  fish,  but  too  late  to  weigh-in.— W.  B.  F. 

Clapham  Jiinotlon  AngUnt;  Sooi«%,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Jonotiop,  8.W.— 
Oar  third  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  July  29  at 
Woking,  for  six  prizes.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction, 
8.44;  return  from  Woking,  9.30;  all  to  cease  fishing  at 
eight  o'clock.  On  July  15,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Thomas,  C. 
Ball,  J.  Woodhouse,  and  H.  Brown  weighed-in  fish.  We 
have  made  two  working  members,  Messrs.  W.  J.  Kant 
and  J.  White.— G.  S.  Jameson. 


Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— On  July  15  fish  were 
weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Craswaller,  Monks,  W.  Bishop, 
Stanley,  and  T.  Pamure.  The  match  for  July  22  will  be 
open,  roving.  Another  prize  has  been  added  to  our  list  by 
Mr.  C.  J.  Woodward,  who  has  also  become  a  working 
member.— F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
"1st. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
North  London  A.S.  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Pailes  in  the 
chair.  The  following  sixteen  clubs  were  represented : 
Great  Northern,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  Bloomsbury,  Alma,  North  London, 
Camden,  Phcanix,  Royal  George,  Mitre  Brothers, 
Wenlock,  True  Caledonians,  Clissold,  Albion  Brothers, 
and  Merry  Anglers.  They  had  a  room  fall,  which  was 
very  good,  considering  the  shade  temperature  of  92°  in  the 
course  of  the  day.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Camden 
A.S.  ;  date  later.— P.  Castkll. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— Since  my  last  report  the  follow- 
ing have  weighed-in  :  G.  Hurell,  W.  Kendall,  and  W. 
Braxton.  On  July  22  the  members  have  an  outing  at 
King's  Langley  for  five  prizes.  The  train  leaves  Buston 
Station  at  8.55  a.m. — Phil. 

Cosy  AngrUng  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gat«.  S.W.— On  July  15  Mr.  J.  T. 
White  weighed-in  roach.  We  have  an  outing  to  Shepperton 
on  July  29  for  four  prizes. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  July  15  John  Massey 
weighed-in  tench  :  Mr.  Cutbush,  dace :  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey 
had  barbel.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Ive  weighed-in  bream.— 
W.  M. 

Crown  and   Bnokland  Piscatorial  Soolety. 

Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C.— On  July  15 
we  had  another  fine  show  of  bream  and  roach  from 
Amberley,  taken  by  W.  Long.  Three  largest  roaoh, 
21b.  l^oz.,  lib.  9ioz.,  and  lib.  34oz.  On  the  18fch  Mr. 
Burton  and  G.  Johns  were  elected  members.  Our  return 
visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  List  takes  place  on  Monday 
next,  and  I  hope  to  see  our  host  and  chairman  well 
supported.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Fiscatorials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.— The  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  List  will  take  place  at  the  above  society  on 
Monday,  July  23.  Anglers  and  friends  are  cordially 
invited,  and  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as  it  is  the  first 
concert  under  our  new  host,  Martin  Doerr.  Chairman, 
J.  Knight.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Ualston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  July  16  the  members 
competed  (pegged  down)  in  the  Chelmer  for  seven  prizes. 
Result :  E.  Mack,' first ;  A.  Lloyd,  second  ;  A.  E.  Lloyd, 
junior,  third;  A.  Wild,  fourth;  and  J.  Thoms,  fifth. 
The  remaining  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on  July  22,  in 
the  Lea,  at  Cheshunt.  Same  conditions.  Members  to 
leave  London  by  the  9.9  from  Liverpool-street.  On  TueEdiy, 
the  17th,  a  very  fair  attendance.  The  balance-sheet  for 
the  past  quarter  was  presented  and  accepted,  and  a  vote  of 
thanks  passed  to  the  auditors,  Messrs.  A.  Lloyd  and  T. 
Swain,  for  their  services.  The  delegates,  Messrs.  A.  B. 
Lloyd  and  Malby,  gave  their  report,  which  was  also 
accepted.  In  my  report  of  last  week  A,  Wild  should  read 
A.  Lloyd. — S.  Malbt. 

Bibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Our  first  onting  of 
the  season  takes  place  on  .]  aly  22  at  Bourne  End.  First 
tram  from  Paddington.  Bank  only;  four  prizes.  I  am 
sorry  to  announce  our  worthy  secretary  is  at  present  very 
ill.    We  all  wish  him  better. — W.  Elton. 

Dnke  of  Norfolk  Angliug  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.— Most  of  our  members 
were  out  on  July  15  last,  and  weighsd-in  some  good  shows. 
Messrs.  Fathers,  roach  and  bream,  12Jlb. ;  Lane,  roaoh 
and  bream,  9Jlb.  ;  Bradshaw,  roach  and  dace,  C^lb. ; 
Buck,  bream,  6Jlb.;  Viner,  roach,  5|lb. ;  A.  Barrett, 
roach,  3|lb. ;  Tucker,  roach,  SJlb. :  Perry,  roach,  3flb. ; 
Vogan,  roach ;  and  Gale,  roach.  A  match  will  take  place 
on  J  uly  29  at  Boxmoor. — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Barlsfield,  S.W.— Our  next  outing  takes  place  at  Hampton 
Court  on  July  22  for  usual  prizes.  Train  from  Earlsfield, 
8.31  a.m. ;  return  Hampton  Court,  8.40  p.m.  Cease 
fishing  8.15  p.m.  Messrs.  Eoser  and  Mathews  were  out 
on  July  15,  and  had  tench  and  roach. — B.  H.  Lane. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W.— Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  some  good  shows  of  fish.  Among  them  were 
141b.  of  bream,  weighed-in  by  Mr.  Billett,  and  a  barbel  by 
Mr.  Clark,  that  weighed  51b.  lloz.  At  our  last  meeting 
four  new  working  members  were  proposed  :  Messrs.  G. 
Bowler,  W.  Bowler,  B.  Wilson,  and  W.  Biddle.  We  had 
a  very  pleasant  outing  on  July  15,  but  the  prizes  were  not 
all  taken.  The  remainder  are  to  be  fished  for  on  July  29, 
in  the  Eunning  Pound,  Uxbridge.— G.  King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — A  few  of  our  members  were  out 
on  J  uly  15.  The  top-weights,  Mr.  Ashmore,  a  nice  show 
of  bream,  181b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  Wells,  roach  and  dace. 
41b.  150Z.-T.  Biggs. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Wellington, 
High-street,  Shoieditch.— We  fish  for  the  two  lapsed 
prizes  on  July  22,  at  St.  Margarets.  Since  my  last  report 
we  have  made  thirteen  new  working  members  and  two 
honorary  members,  and  we  have  a  good  list  of  prizes  to 
fish  for.  I  hope  members  will  show  up  on  our  next  meet- 
ing night  to  arrange  for  another  outing. — J.  Levien. 

Porest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby.  Station- 
road,  Forest  Gate,  E.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  H.  Creeke 
weighed-in  311b.  pf  bream,  largest  31b.  4Joz.  Another 
two  and  a  half  guineas  was  added  to  our  prize  list ;  condi- 
tions will  be  stated  next  meeting  night. — H.  P.  C. 
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Golden  Barbel  Augfling'  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  July  15  Messrs. 
Mowl,  Ellins,  Verity,  and  Smithson  weigbed-in  bream, 
roaoh,  rudd,  and  on  the  l/th  Mr.  Kin^  again  weigbed-in 
some  grand  roach, (largest  lib.  15oz.  Should  like  to  see 
more  membars  show  up. — A.  W.  Ellins 

Chjod  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Grown,  Chnrch- 
gtreet,  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Moore  brought  in  some  good- 
class  roach  ;  Mr.  Maybury,  bream  ;  Mr.  Stinton,  roach, 
and  many  others  brought  in  good  fish  on  July  15.  On 
Taesday  we  had  a  large  attendance  of  members,  when  they 
decided  to  have  our  annuil  on  board  the  boat  going  to 
Margate  on  the  last  Monday  in  Angust.  More  particulars 
later  on.— R.  M. 

Greenwich  Angeling  Society,  Mitre  Hotel, 
London-street,  Greenwich. — At  our  weekly  meeting  three 
new  members  were  made,  and  a  good  muster  present. 
We  settled  the  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season,  the  total 
amount  running  to  twenty-six  guineas,  all  for  specimen 
fish.  We  have  abolished  gross  weight  entirely,  in  any 
shape  or  form.  We  are  very  comfortable  in  our  new 
quarters,  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Neary,  doing  all  he  can  to 
oblige  us. — J.  D. 

Earconrt  Antrlinier  Society,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W. — There  was  a  great  falling  cff  in 
the  show  of  fish  on  July  15,  owing  to  the  excessive  heat. 
StUl,  we  had  some  roach,  dace,  and  bream  on  the  tiays. 
We  fish  a  match  at  Langley  on  July  29,  in  Veitch's  and 
the  School  Pound,  roving,  for  some  valuable  ptizss,  when 
I  hope  to  see  all  the  members  there. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Lapsed  prize  outing  to  Boxmoor  on 
July  22.  Owing  to  number  of  meetings  held  at  clubhouse, 
it  has  been  decided  to  change  meeting  nightg  to  Thursdays 
from  this  date.  Will  members  please  note  this  ? — W.  N. 
Dawes. 

Hatcliam  Brothers  Angling  Eociety,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  S.E. — Last  Thursday  we  had  a 
full  attendance  of  members,  when  prizes  taken  were  paid. 
The  remaining  prizes  not  taken  at  the  match  at  Watering- 
bury  were  postponed  over  July  15  to  enable  the  members 
to  compete  in  the  match  at  Pulborough,  at  which  the 
Hatcham  Brothers  were  represented.  The  Wateiiugbury 
match  will  be  resumed  on  July  22  at  Yalding,  first  train 
per  S.E.  Kailway,  returning  at  night  to  Yalding  station  ; 
extra  prizes  added,  public  water  only.  Members  please 
notice  :  The  secretary  has  pleasure  in  announcing  that  the 
club  has  been  reorganised  upon  its  old  lines,  resulting  in  a 
return  of  some  of  its  oldest  members.  A  further  return  is 
solicited,  and  any  old  member  will  be  welcomed  any 
Thursday  evening. — W.  Taery. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road. — On  July  15  Mr. 
Kussell  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace,  and  won  the 
first  prize.  Members  to  go  where  they  like  for  the 
remaining  prizes  ;  sign  on  Saturday  after  six  o'clock. — H. 
Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Better  results  are 
coming  to  hand,  as  during  the  week  the  following  have 
wei)?hed-in  :  Messrs.  G.  Whitbread,  151b.  ISJoz.  bream 
(individual  fish  of  31b.  lloz  ,  31b.  9oz.,  31b.  loz.,  and  3Ib.) ; 
Tom  Stone,  tench  and  roach,  21b.  14Jcz. ;  T.  A.  Saunders, 
two  chub,  31b.,  4ioz.  and  31b.;  J.  E.  Clements,  a  roach 
from  the  Lea,  lib.  Sf  iz. ;  and  F.  Berry,  another  fine  bream 
of  51b.  Icz.  If  members  will  attend  next  Wednesday's 
meeting  they  can  have  the  new  rules  and  prize  lists. — E.  W. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — On  July  18  we 
had  a  good  muster  of  members,  Mr.  A.  Smith  in  the 
chair.  A  new  member,  Mr.  Pankhurst,  was  elected. 
Several  members  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Eamage  and  When- 
man,  some  good  roaoh ;  Mr.  Brougham,  dace ;  and  Mr. 
Allep  Morgan,  roach  and  jack.  A  roach  competition  for 
epeoimf  n  fish  (three  prizes)  wiU  be  held  in  the  Thames  on 
Aug.  12  and  13.  Will  members  intending  to  compete  let 
me  know  ?— J.  M.  B. 

Islingtt  n  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  The  following  wdghed-in  on 
July  16  ;  Mr.  Herbert,  roach.  Several  of  our  members 
entered  the  match  at  Pulborough  on  July  15,  but  cnly  one 
got  fish,  Mr.  Croker  ;  others  returned  with  a  blank.  We 
met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the  chair,  when  the 
minu'ej  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed, 
when  our  delegate  gave  in  his  report  from  the  Anglers' 
Association,  which  was  duly  received.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Xzaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  The 
annual  Sunday  dinner  took  place  on  the  15th  inst.,  at  St, 
Margaret's,  and  the  good  number  of  members  and  friends 
■that  were  present  did  justice  to  the  excellent  repast  pro- 
vided by  Mr.  J.  Lyndsell.  The  members  will  compete  for 
five  special  prizes  on  July  29,  on  the  Arun,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  alight  at  Pulborough  or  Amberley 
stations.  There  are  also  four  "  specials  "  to  be  fished  for 
on  Aug.  1,  on  any  part  of  the  Stort. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in  some  good  shows  of  fish :  Mr.  Benca, 
Mr.  Crabb,  Mr.  Reddington,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Reddington, 
sen. ,  who  had  good  barbel,  close  on  71b.,  from  the  Thames. 
Will  members  please  attend  next  meeting  night  to  arrange 
for  a  match  ?—G.  Bence. 

Jnnior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — The  next  competition  will  be 
held  on  July  29  at  East  Farleigh.  At  our  weekly  meetiug, 
held  last  Tuesday,  which  was  well  attended,  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  congratulating  two  of  our  members,  Mr.  P. 
Sturgess  and  S.  Bellchambers,  as  two  of  the  winners  in 
the  Central  AsEOoiation  of  Loudon  Angling  Clubs'  Com- 
petition at  Pulborough. — W.  Freeman. 

Itincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Wiu- 
pheatsr-Btreet,   Pentonville-road,    N.— On    July   15  a 


good  many  of  oar  members  fished  in  the  Central  Com- 
petition at  Pulborough,  but  none  were  successful  in  taking 
a  prize.  The  following  weighed-in  fish  :  Mr.  Webber, 
roach,  perch,  and  chub.  Mr.  Biargs,  Mr.  Chivers,  and 
Mr.  Symes,  roach  and  dace. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — There  has  been  little  reported  in  this 
neighbourhood  in  the  way  of  angling,  and  matters  pisca- 
toiial  are  emphatically  tame,  but  I  am  anticipating  some 
lively  news  from  members  holidaying  with  the  rod.  Our 
chairman  is  in  Herefordshire  and  writes  that  he  is  doing 
well  with  the  chub  in  the  Wye,  and  hopes  to  get  some 
record  fish.  The  river  is  very  weedy,  and  trout  are  not 
feeding,  but  he  was  daily  expecting  to  be  amongst  them. 
We  fish  to-morrow  (Thursday)  the  water  at  EUesmere, 
Salop,  where  the  boatman  reports  that  some  very  good 
roach  have  been  had,  although  the  Mere  is  badly  out  of 
condition  and  broken.  Catches  of  fish  are  much  inferior 
row  a-days  to  what  they  were  twenty  to  thirty  years  ago. 
Permission  to  fish  in  well-stocked  private  waters  is  now 
very  hard  to  obtain,  as  by  the  large  iacreaee  in  the 
number  of  anglers,  owners  have  got  tired  of  the  numerous 
applications,  and  have  made  up  their  minds,  apparently, 
to  refuse  all. — R.  Woolfall. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  July  22 
a  pegged-down  match  takes  place  at  Rye  House.  All  to  go 
by  the  first  train  (7.30)  from  Globe-road.  On  July  15  we 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish  :  Messrs.  S.  Barrett,  bream  ; 
Davis,  bream ;  W,  Richards,  jun.,  roach ;  E.  Lamb, 
roach;  S.  Polykett,  roach;  Carter,  roach;  and  Thorn, 
jack. — G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society.  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.B.— Our  competition  at 
Amberley  was  not  a  success,  only  one  prize  being  taken, 
Mr.  G.  E.  Burnham  winning  Mr.  W.  E.  Nayler's  two- 
guinea  cup  with  a  4Joz.  roach.  The  remaining  two  prizes  of 
103.  6d.  each  will  again  be  competed  for  on  July  22,  roving, 
bank  or  punt.  Mr.  J.  Barrett  and  Mr.  Straker  were  both 
elected  members  of  this  scciety.  The  committee  are 
kindly  requested  to  meet  at  the  clubhouse  on  Friday, 
July  20,  at  10.30;  important.— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Oiiginal  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  outing 
to  Harlow  was  a  success;  all  the  prizes  were  won  as 
fellows:  Mesers.  B.  Preston,  41b.  ISJoz,  roach,  £1  Is. ; 

A.  Birch,  31b.  6ioz.,  reach,  10s.  6d. ;  S.  Orrow,  21b.  ll^oz., 
roaoh,  lOs.  6d. ;  W.  Madget,  lib.  15Joz.,  jack,  lOs.  6d. ; 
J.  Slade,  lib.  7oz.,  roach,  lOa.  6d. ;  G.  Barrs,  lib.  15ioz., 
reach,  10s.  6d.  Another  member  down  for  election  next 
week. 

Queen's  Piscatoricls,  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  July  15  the  followine  weighed- 
in  :  C.  Stray  ton,  F.  Coates,  J.  Yule,  J.  W.  Nicholls,  J. 
Robinson,  E.  Malton,  A.  Beaver,  and  W.  Shepherd.  On 
July  10,  the  first  quarterly  meeting  was  held,  and  the 
following  were  elected  to  take  ofiice  for  the  second 
Quarter  :  W.  Payne,  chairman  ;  F.  Cook,  sub-secretary ; 

B.  Malton  and  A.  Beaver,  auditors  ;  C,  Shepherd  and  F. 
Cook,  delegates.  The  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed 
as  very  satisfactory. — Geo.  Kbene. 

Bojal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  July  15  the  following 
members  weighed-in  :  Longland,  cfcub,  perch,  and  dace  ; 
Pope,  barbel ;  Trotter,  roach ;  Lewis,  roach.  Several  of 
our  members  took  part  in  the  competition  at  Pulborough, 
but  were  not  successful.  We  have  an  outing  on  Aug.  19, 
and  hope  members  will  attend  to  arrange  matters. — J. 
Gibbons. 

Koyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — At  our  prize  outing  on  July  15, 
from  Rye  House  Bridge  to  St.  Margaret's  Bridge,  six 
prizes  to  be  fished  for,  the  following  weighed-in  for  prizes  : 
G.  Bond,  roach,  first;  J.  Stanley,  roach,  second.  E. 
Perry,  W.  Salmon,  G.  Salmon,  Tisshaw,  Merrigold  had 
roach,  but  got  disqualified  for  not  being  at  Rye  House 
Bridge  by  7.30.  Messrs.  Tim  O'Shanhome  had  roach  ; 
F.  Gardener,  roach;  F.  PignatelH,  roacb.  Last  three 
members  6id  not  take  part  in  match. — P.  Pignatelli. 

Royal  Standard  Angling  Society,  Waltham^tow. 
— Mr.  J.  Scanlon  weighed-in,  on  the  15th,  12ib.  6oz.  of 
fish,  amongst  which  were  four  splendid  roach,  weighing 
51b.  8t  z.,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  lib.  lloz.,  and  is 
being  duly  set  up. — H.  Wigg. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society.  Rising  Sun,  Frince's- 
road,  Kennington-oroes. — On  July  15  a  good  muster  of  our 
members  entered  the  Central  competition  at  Pulborough, 
when  four  of  them  were  successful  in  weighing-in  for  the 
prizes.  Our  trays  were  well  filled  by  members  from  other 
waters — by  Mr.  S.  Cooper,  barbel,  roach,  chub ;  Mr.  A. 
Brent,  roach,  dace  ;  Mr.  J.  Leighton,  bream,  roach,  dace ; 
Mr.  Norton,  reach,  dace;  Mr.  Donaldson,  sen.,  bream. 
Will  members  please  to  attend  in  force  on  Thursday,  to 
arrange  for  the  August  series  of  prizes  ? — J.  T.  Leighton. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  ClerkenweU. — Our  competion  at  Yald- 
ing on  July  15  was  a  failure,  as  only  one  member  weighed- 
in,  but  other  members  weighed  in  some  good  shows  of  fish 
from  other  waters.  Prizes  are  arranged  for  August  and 
September;  full  particulars  at  club-house. — P.  Thorling. 

Seymour  Brothers  &ngling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.  —  On  July  15 
Messrs.  S.  King  weighed-in  roach  ;  T.  Pennell,  roach ;  G. 
Campbell,  bream  ;  and  friend  Stone,  bream.  On  Tuesday 
we  remove  the  above  club  to  the  Grafton  Arms.  We  have 
an  outing  to  Ashurst  on  July  29. — W.  Aldis. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. — A  meeting  of  this 
association  took  place  on  the  18th  inst.,  and  was  well 
attended .  It  was  resolved  to  instit  ute  a  series  of  gross  weight 
competitions,  the  following  dates  being  decided  upon,  viz., 
Aug.  12,  Sept.  5,  Oct.  14,  Nov.  7,  Dec.  9,  1900,  and 
Jan.  2,  Feb.  10,  and  March  10,  1901.   Mr.  B.  F.  KitBell, 


fishing  at  Bray  on  the  10th  inet.,  had  a  good  day  with  the 
barbel.  Twelve  fish  were  landed,  ten  being  returned. 
The  two  retained  were  in  excellent  condition,  and  scaled 
21b.  ll^oz.  and  2lb.  IJoz.  respectively. — C.  E. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  July  15  Mr. 
Saafeld  weighpd-in  seven  bream,  going  171b.  14oz. ;  also 
Mr.  Kenant,  28lb.  of  bream.— R.  Smitu. 

South  Bermonds^y  Club  and  Institute  Pisoa- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  8. E.— On  July  15  Messrs. 
P.  Allum  weigbed-in  a  fine  show  of  roach,  bream,  and 
dace  ;  and  T.  Whichelow,  roach  and  dace. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Spread  Eagle  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Kennington-road,  S.E. — We  fish  Wraysbury 
Association  waters  on  July  22  ;  prize  outing.  Members  to 
leave  Waterloo  8,15  a.m.  ;  to  cease  fishing  at  0  30  p.m. ; 
jack  barred  ;  no  live  bait  to  be  used.  On  Wednesday  last 
Mr.  F.  Pook  was  made  working  member. —  (1.  Eijwards. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Limehouse. — Ttie  following  weighed-in  on  July  15  : 
Messrs.  Morgan,  a  grand  show  of  roach  ;  Grindrod,  roach  ; 
Jewson,  bream  and  roach  ;  Jolly,  roach  ;  Clapshaw,  bream 
and  roach  ;  Fairbcurne,  roach.  Several  others  had  good 
catches,  but  were  unable  to  weigh-in. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Ancrling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. —  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next 
meeting  night  to  make  arrangements  for  August  ouliog. 
Mr.  Eyke  was  top  weight  during  the  week,  with  51b.  lloz., 
roach  and  dace,  many  other  members  that  were  out  having 
fish,  two  weighing-in  at  the  Pulborough  competition. 
Last  meeting  night  we  received  a  visit  from  Mrs.  (,!uin, 
who  kindly  presented  a  walking-stick  for  a  prize.— 
Tommy. 

Stratford  Angling  Societ?,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town.  E. — We  had  a  very  good  show 
of  roach  and  bream  on  July  15  by  Messrs.  Sandiland,  F. 
Bates,  Grande,  W.  Drake,  Rowbotham,  Carr,  Humphreys, 
and  Payne.— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  E?aclety,  Wicisor  Castle,  Eing's- 
street.  Hammersmith. — Next  meeting  the  final  arrange- 
ments for  our  next  outing  on  July  29  will  be  made.  During 
the  week  Mr.  A.  B.  Cartwright  weighed-in  barbel  and 
bream  41b.  lljoz.  ;  B.  Roach,  roach,  lib.  4Joz. ;  Mr.  F. 
Thorpe,  roach,  lib  14Joz. ;  Mr.  Powles,  barbel  and  bream, 
31b.  7oz  ;  Mr.  C.  F,  Powles,  bream  and  perch,  21b.  lojoz., 
largest  perch  lib.  6oz  — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  PisoatoriaFSociety,  Railway  Hotel, 
Twickenham. — Our  barbel  competition  was  a  success ;  all 
the  prizes  were  taken,  but  the  sport  on  the  three  days— 
14th,  ISth,  and  16th — was  very  bad  ;  several  members 
returned  without  a  barbel.  The  prizes  are  awarded  as 
follows:  First,  21s.,  Mr.  Geo.  Barrow;  second,  10s.  6d., 
Mr.  H.  Turner;  third,  5s  ,  Mr.  Luff.  We  have,  during 
the  past  three  weeks,  elected  five  new  members.  Several 
members  have  been  out  this  week,  and  report  takings  of 
bream,  roach,  dace,  and  barbel. — G.  B. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
July  15  the  following  weighed-in  a  good  show  of  roach  and 
perch  :  Brothers  Austin  and  Davis.  On  Thursday  next, 
July  26,  our  concert  on  behalf  of  the  Tobacco  Fund,  and 
distribution  of  club  prizes. — W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — A  good  muster  of 
members,  and  all  arrargements  were  ratified  for  our  outing 
to  Woking  on  July  22.  All  to  meet  at  the  Hand  and 
Spear,  to  register  names,  at  8  p.m.  on  Saturday  before 
starting  fishing.  Two  rods  allowed ;  all  fish  to  weigh 
(according  to  rules),  and  all  meet  again  at  G  p  m.  on 
Sunday  at  the  Hand  and  Spear,  where  a  dinner  will  be 
provided  by  the  host  for  all  requiring  same.  Two  members 
had  fish  on  July  15  in  the  Pulborough  competition : 
Messrs.  Glass  and  Templeman. — W.  W.  D. 

WalthamstOT?  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  July  15  members 
brought  in  a  good  show  of  fish.  Of  bream.  Mr.  W. 
Osmpnthad  221b.  lloz  ,  and  Mr.  G.  Osment,  171b.  lOcz. ; 
Mr.  Flint  had  a  good  show  of  roach,  five  of  the  largest 
weighing  51b. 1  43z. ;  Messrs.  Kelsey  and  Knight, 
peich;  Howarth  and  Poore,  roach;  Parnham  and 
Thompson,  dace.  Members  dssiring  to  partake  in 
competition  on  July  22  to  sign  book  at  Burnt  Mill  before 
fishing,  and  to  show  fish  on  the  bridge  at  6,30,  as  the  train 
departs  at  6  55  p.m.  Members  wishing  to  supeort  the 
benefit  of  Mr.  Goddard  can  obtain  tickets  of  the  hon.  sec, 
Mr.  Eaton  (chairman  of  above  society). — W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HUlingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  fish  our  August 
prizes  on  July  29,  owing  to  a  number  of  our  members  going 
for  their  holidays  on  the  following  Sunday.  I  hope  all 
rcembers  will  turn  up  cn  Tuesday,  July  24,  early,  to  fix  a 
place  for  the  competition.  Messrs.  Hurst,  Gordon,  and 
Jenkins  weighed-in — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — Our  lapsed  prize  outing  at  Amberley  on 
July  15  resulted  as  follows :  Mr.  Styman,  roach  and 
bream;  Mr.  Heir,  perch;  and  Mr.  Barton,  roach.  Mr. 
Renn  weighed-in  a  fine  show  of  roaoh  from  other  waters.— 
H.  Heir. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Totteriham  Hale,  N. — On  July  15  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  W.  Braag,  perch;  A.  Langton,  roach;  W.  Butler, 
roach  ;  W.  Williams,  roach  and  dace  ;  F.  Hoy,  roach ;  C. 
Delney,  dace;  H.  Walton,  roach  and  bream.  On  the 
18th,  F.  H.  Beaumont,  roach  and  perch;  D.  Thorpe,  sen., 
bream ;  W.  E.  Beaumcnt,  carp.  Members  please  note 
that  we  fish  for  Mr.  Watson's  prize,  proprietor  of  the 
Victory  Tavern,  Ware,  on  July  29th.  A  pegged-down 
match,  boundary  Tumlling  Bay  to  Hardmead  Lock. 
Members  to  cease  fishing  at  5  p.m.  Dinner  to  take  place 
at  the  above  hcuse  at  5.15  p.m.  sharp,  which  will  be  paid 
for  out  of  club  bos.— W.  E.  Beacmost. 
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Wimbledon  Fisoatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel. 

—The  all  night  outing  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  S.  Peskett, 
first ;  Mr.  C.  Pain,  second  ;  M.  F.  J.  Bovie,  third.  Takes 
were  small,  consisting  of  bream  and  chub.  A  large  tench 
was  hooked  by  a  member  (Mr.  Gallie),  but,  unfortunately, 
came  unstuck.  The  full  list  of  special  prizes  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  members  by  neit  meeting  night.  Several  new 
items  have  been  introduced. — Hon.  Skc. 

Woking  AvgUng  Clnb.— Our  first  competition  of 
the  season  will  be  held  on  the  Broadmeads  cn  July  22. 
Fishing  to  start  by  signal  at  ten  o'clock ;  weigh-in  at 
White  Horse  at  7  p.m. ;  one  rod  only  to  be  used  ;  pike  and 
eels  barred.  Full  particulars  to  be  obtained  of  the  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  J.  Hearne,  Stanley-road,  Woking ;  or  of  the 
assistant  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Heather,  The  Cosy, 
Horsell.  We  would  appeal  to  all  true  followers  of  Izaak 
Walton  to  ac''  as  sportsmen  by  returning  undersized  or 
bad  conditioned  fieh. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern.  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — The  following  have 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Cresswell.  barbel,  dace,  and  bream  ; 
Howcroft,  barbel  and  dace ;  J.  Hicks,  bream  ;  Jeffs, 
perch;  Robinsjn,  perch  and  dace;  and  Davis,  daoa  and 
perch. — J.  Wensley. 

Ye  Olde  Regalia  Argling  Club,  The  Eagle. 
Augustus-street,  Regent's  Park,  N.W.— The  members  of 
the  above  club  were  out  on  July  15,  when  Mr.  Princ9  and 
Mr.  Stanmer  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  fish.  —  C. 
Chablton. 


^offings      if)e  i5ap. 


The  official  report  of  the  Central  Societies  competition 
on  July  15  appears  elsewhere.  The  day  was  extremely 
hot,  but  most  etjoyabie.  Thanks  to  President  Medcalf 
and  Secretary  Wade,  ably  assisted  by  the  committee,  the 
match  was  concluded  without  a  single  hitch.  Mr.  A.  Field 
was  top  weight  (101b.  Ir  z.),  closely  followed  by  "  Charley  " 
Watling  with  9Ib.  14Joz.  Mr.  Simpson,  of  the  Arun 
Hotel,  catered  for  the  anglers  and  friends  in  a  manner 
that  deserves  the  greatest  credit.  Mrs.  Eldridge.  ably 
assisted  by  her  son  and  that  trusty  henchman  Frank 
Vanhegan,  were  on  the  alert  to  ensure  the  comfort  of  the 
excursionists  and  the  prompt  starting  of  the  trains.  Pish 
or  no  fish,  the  Eldridge  excursions  are  a  great  boon.  Nine 
hours  in  the  valley  of  the  Arun,  among  the  wooded  Sussex 
hills  and  dales  for  2a.  63.  The  train  leaves  PulBorouph  at 
six  o'clock  and  arrives  at  London  Bridge  at  7.25.  I  am 
looking  forward  to  such  another  pleasant  day  by  the 
"  Eldridge  "  excursionists. 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

Theee  were  many  snap-shots  being  taken  of  the  lovely 
scenery  at  Pulborough  during  the  competition.  Amongst 
the  artists  were  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  Mr.  Roberts,  G.  Greg, 
and  A.  R.  M.  It  appears  that  a  certain  meadow  was 
"  barred  "  to  competitors,  and  at  each  swim  a  card  was 
affixed  to  a  peg — 

THIS 

SWIM 

IS 

B  A  EE  ED. 

After  the  weigh-in  one  of  these  cards  had  been  surrep- 
titiously pinned  to  the  coat-tails  of  an  angler,  who 
naturally  received  quite  an  ovation. 


The  following  story  was  told  to  me  says  "  Blue  Dun," 
by  a  lady  some  years  ago.  She  was  having  a  walk  between 
Ilkley  and  Barley,  where  the  river  Wharfe  runs  close  by 
the  roadside,  and  she  espijd  a  little  boy  fishing.  The 
lady,  being  of  a  benevolent  and  humane  turn  of  mind,  the 
following  scene  took  place.  Lady:  "Little  boy,  do  you 
know  that  you  are  doing  an  unkind  thing  to  one  of  God's 
creatures?"  Little  Boy:  "  It  bearn't  a  worm,  it's  a 
bluebottle."  Lady  :  "A  bluebottle  ;  so  much  the  worte  ; 
the  bluebottle  ia  of  a  higher  organiaition,  and  has  a  higher 
sensibilitv  than  a  worm.  You  are  very  cruel."  Little 
Boy:  "No  I  ain't,  miim.  It's  a  lartificial  fly."  Lady: 
"  Oh,  I  beg  pardon,  I  was  mistaken.  Good  boy."  Boy  : 
"Ah!  you  ain't  the  first  as  has  been  mistook.  There's 
been  about  forty-five  rale  bluebottles  round  this'n  all  the 
morning,  awantin'  to  fight  'im." 


Good  "Blue  Duns"  story  has  been  served  up— like 
eels — scotched,  fried  boiled,  &c. ,  for  many  a  year.  Never- 
theless, it  comes  out  "  fresh."  Some  years  ago  I  trotted  out 
the  punt-well  nannygoat — I  mean  anecdote.  'Twaa  winter. 
On  the  Thames  at  Windsor  three  men  in  a  punt.  One 
was  an  angler,  the  other  "  not  half."  The  other  was  a 
professional.  The  argler  asked  "  not  half  "  to  give  him  a 
bait  out  of  the  well.  It  was  almost  freezing,  and  as  there 
was  no  small  net  to  hand  the  task  was  difficult.  He,  how- 
ever, was  equal  to  the  emergency.  Seizing  a  bowl,  he 
started  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  well,  but 
discovered  that  he  might  as  well  have  "  left  well  alone." 


"  A  MAN  having  the  right  of  salmon  fishing  on  a  certain 
river,"  says  Mr.  8.  Terry,  "  was  told  by  a  friend  that  he 
ought  to  buy  for  that  water  this  brown  silk  running  line  ; 
this  Bickerdjke  reel ;  this  Hardy  or  Richardson  rod ;  that 
silk  casting  line ;  and  me  such  and  such  flies,  and  a 
collapsirig  landing-net.  '  No,'  replied  he,  '  these  things  I 
may  do  later;  I  have  an  unbarked  green  hazel  rod,  a  ball 
of  kitchen  twine,  a  bent  pin  hook,  and  a  blackberry  crook 
for  a  gaff,  and  plenty  of  worms  for  bait.  When  I  have 
caaght  some  salmon  and  sold  them  to  the  fishmongers  I 
willbuy  the  tackle  you  advise  with  the  proceeds.'   '  Have 


you  no  money  then  with  which  to  buy  the  necessiry  tackle, 
for  I  really  fear  you  will  catch  no  salmon  with  the  homely 
tackle  you  have  rigged  up  ?  '  '  Oh,  yes,  I  have  lots  of 
money,  but  I  shall  not  spend  any  more  until  I  sell  enough 
salmon  to  make  the  thing  pay.'  " 


A  WELL-KNOWN  and  capable  fly  fisherman,  who  has  cast 
a  line  on  most  rivers  worth  fishing  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land,  while  giving  an  interesting 
account  of  hia  varied  experiences  in  the  "distressful 
country"  May  Ply  dapping,  told  the  following  yarn: 
"  Some  few  years  back  he  patronised  pretty  frequently  a 
little  Hertfordshire  town  in  order  to  fish  some,  at  one 
time,  excellent  trout  water  there.  At  first  sport  was 
grand,  but  latterly  it  fell  off  to  a  considerable  extent. 
The  only  conclusion  he  could  come  to  was  that  the 
fish  had  got  to  know  him  and  his  flies,  and  conse- 
quently fought  shy  of  him.  On  one  never-to-be- 
forgotten  day  he  had  an  appointment  in  the  city, 
and  resolved  to  kill  two  birds  with  one  stone — get  through 
his  business  and  make  a  jaunt  to  his  favourite  stream.  He 
was  attired  in  the  orthodox  black  frock  coat,  and  wore  the 
conventional  silk  hat.  He  set  out  for  town  thus  attired, 
and  having  in  his  hand,  neatly  wrapped  up  in  the  cleanest 
of  brown  paper,  his  fly  rod.  The  strange  part  of  it  all 
was  that  he  stalked  the  trout  in  this  rig  and  had  a  most 
successful  day,  getting  I  do  not  know  how  many  brace  of 
fish.  A  worthy  doctor,  now,  alas  !  no  more,  came  upon 
the  scene  in  the  evening,  and  expressed  wonder  and 
astonishment  at  the  catch.  He  accounted  for  it,  however, 
by  remarking  that  it  was  quite  evident  the  trout  did  not 
know  the  captor  dressed  as  he  was  '  all  in  his  Sanday 
clothes,'  but  thought  he  was  a  '  blooming  parson.'  " 


Some  good  roach  and  dace  are  being  taken  at  Brandon 
on  the  Little  Ouee.  The  weeds  have  in  several  places  been 
cut,  and  Mr.  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel,  has  been  mainly 
responsible.  A  few  days  ago,  in  conversation  with  him, 
he  told  me  that  to  cut  about  one  and  three-quarter  miles 
— say  from  Sheepwash  Staunch  to  Brandc  n  Bridge — cost 
£4  lOs.  He  also  showed  me  the  apparatus  he  uses.  The 
rough  sketch  herewith  wUl  give  some  idea  of  it.  The 
knives  consist  of  old  scythe  blades,  weU  sharpened,  and 


bolted  together  in  sections.  The  end  ones  have  an  "  eye," 
to  which  the  ropes  are  attached.  Of  course,  the  number 
of  blades  may  be  fixed  to  suit  the  swims  to  be  cat.  Pour 
men  on  either  side  of  the  live  r  work  the  apparatus  against 
the  stream,  and  a  man  in  a  boat  is  in  attendance  to  clear 
the  knives  in  case  of  obstruction.  Altogether  weed  cutting 
is  a  costly  affair.  Anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr. 
Hewlett  is  about  to  have  the  weeds  out  on  the  river  Laik. 
 >  »  »  »<  

Speaking  of  weed-cutting,  I  heard  from  Mr.  0.  A. 
Bryant,  of  Huntingdon,  with  whom  I  have  spent  many 
happy  hours  on  the  river  Ouse.  He  told  me  that  the  31b. 
rudd  were  "  coming  on  nicely,"  and  that  Alderman  Clark 
(chairman  of  the  Hunts  Society,  and  also  of  the  weed- 
cutting  committee)  had  been  having  the  weeds  cut.  Great 
minds  assimilate.  Here  is  an  exttaci  from  the  alderman's 
letter  to  Mr.  Bryant : 

 >»»»  <  

The  process  of  cutting  is  very  simple,  requiring  but 
little  skill.  We  have  about  eighteen  old  grass  cutting 
scythes  rivetted  loosely  together  with  a  rope  attached 
at  each  end ;  and  you  require  a  boat  and  leading  rope. 
Suppose  you  have  a  liver  where  it  will  take  four  cuttings 
to  reach  across.  You  would  have  to  place  two  men  on  the 
bank,  with  the  rope  attached  to  one  end  of  scythe.  Then 
you  have  one  man  in  the  boat,  with  the  rope  attached  to 
the  other  end  of  scythes.  The  fourth  man  will  be  on  the 
opposite  bank  with  a  cord  attached  to  the  boat,  to  keep 
boat  in  position.  Now  the  man  in  the  boat  pulls 
the  scythes  from  the  bank  until  the  list  scythe  is  just  on 
top  of  the  water  close  to  the  bank.  You  then  commence 
to  see-saw,  pull  them  to  atd  fro,  the  men  on  the  bank 
travelling  slowly,  and  the  man  dragging  the  boat  along 
ditto.  You  perhaps  take  this  first  cat,  200yds.  or  300yds., 
you  then  go  back  and  bring  another  cutting  the  same 
distance,  and  so  on  until  you  have  taken  the 
full  breadth  of  the  river,  the  cut  weeds  floating 
and  swimming  away  from  jonr  scythes.  In  case  you 
wanted  to  cut  the  weeds  in  a  river  where  there  were 
buildings  on  either  or  both  sides.  You  would  require  two 
boats,  and  you  would  attach  a  line  along  the  sides  of  the 
buildings,  and  one  man  in  each  boat  would  pull  themselves 
along  by  the  attached  rope;  the  other  two  do  the  see- 
sawing of  the  weeds.  Should  your  scythes  come  in  contact 
with  a  post  (unseen  but  felt),  you  pull  your  boats  back. 
Keep  your  scythes  taut,  8nd  lift  them  over  the  o)>- 
structioa,  and  proceed  as  bafore,  The  Eoytl}?s  require 
sharpening  occasionally, 


Mr.  Charles  Hussky  writes  me  from  Southend: 
Dear  '  Drag,'— I  have  just  returned  from  Boulogne.  We 
can  go  there  and  back  in  the  day  from  here  by  La 
Margiicrite.  When  yon  have  got  your  green-backed 
baby  to  bed,'  why  not  try  the  trip  with  me  ?  I  have 
been  many  times,  and  like  it  better  every  time  I  go. 
The  new  Palace  Steamers  are  very  fine  boats,  and  the 
company  are  certainly  to  ba  congratulated  cn  the  way 
they  are  served.  Capt.  Fishenden  (please  don't  blush, 
skipper),  is  a  first-rate  sailor,  and  a  jolly  good  fellow.  The 
catering  on  the  boat  is  Al,  and  on  the  sea  '  there's  air,' 
which  is  more  than  you  can  get  in  Fleet-street  in  this 
tropical  weather." 


Right  yon  are,  Charles,  I  think  you  know  whvt's  what, 
and  I  will  try  to  come.  Another  glimpse  of  "  La  belle 
France  "  will  suit  me  well. 

 >»>♦<  

Me.  WooDBDrF,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Association, 
has  just  wired :  "  Have  settled  with  Huntingdon 
Association,  Anglers'  Association  members  may  go 
down  at  once.   Further  particulars  next  week. 


The  following  is  from  the  Westmoreland  Gazette 
'  Straight  from  the  Wires— Fighting  in  China— Great 
British  Success.— Hong  Kong,  Wednesday.— Advices  from 
eastern  stations  confirm  statement  that  Pads-Byl-Bin8(?) 
(Ghas.  Forde's  Bile  Beans)  are  effecting  great  British 
sncceeses,  and  have  routed  allied  forces  of  Lang-Our  and 
Bi-Li-Ons-NesB  wherever  encountered.  Hundreds  of 
victims  of  tyrants  Indiges-Tsi  On  and  Debil-Iti  have  been 
released  by  them  and  many  lives  saved.  Confidenc3  in 
their  operations  increasing  everywhere," 

 )  »  «  »  <  

The  new  club,  entitled  the  Manual  Training  Angling 
Society,  affiliated  to  the  Anglers'  Association,  hold  their 
meatings  at  Peel's  Restaurant,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street. 
 >  »  <  <  < 

Mr.  Reginald  C.  Graham,  C.E.,  has  been  elected  on 
the  committee  of  the  B.S.A.S.  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke.  He  is  a  good 
fisherman,  and  his  knowledge  will  be  very  useful  to 
members.  He  has  a  cosy  "  Ivie  Neste "  at  Southend, 
and  a  good  boat,  and  any  member  of  the  society  is  welcome 
to  a  seat  in  it.    Only  don't  all  come  at  once  ! 


One  of  the  most  enjoyable  events  of  the  year  (to  my 
mind)  is  the  annual  summer  outing  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society.  It  will  take  place  at  Newbury  on  Saturday, 
July  28.    Mr.  Horace  Brown  will  preside  at  the  dinner. 


On  Saturday  last,  at  South  Tottenham,  poor  Grist,  of 
the  Lychnobites,  was  laid  to  his  last  long  rest.  His  end 
was  indeed  a  sad  one,  and  one  could  not  help  thinking  how 
appropriate  was  the  Lychnobite  wreath  contributed  by  his 
fellow  members,  with  its  accompanying  card,  on  which 
was  written : 

'Tis  but  a  token  at  the  end 

Of  one  respected  as  a  friend. 

We  cannot  judge  'twixt  wrong  and  right, 

To  us  he  was— A  Lychnobite. 
Good  bjys !    It  was  more  than  enough  for  them. 


The  Select  Committee  on  the  Sea  Fisheries  Bill  hive 
presented  a  special  report  to  the  House.  They  recommend , 
in  effect,  that  the  measure,  in  its  present  form,  shall  not 
be  proceeded  with,  and  suggest  that  the  whole  matter 
should  be  the  tubject  of  further  investigation.  As  the 
question  must  be  to  some  extent  an  International  one,  the 
committee  consider  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  await  the 
result  of  the  conference  which  is  now  being  held  in  Sweden 
on  the  subject. 

 >  »»♦<  

F.  O.  readers  no  doubt  have  for  long  been  flattering 
themselves  that  they  knew  who  "Drasnet"  was— or 
rather,  ie.  Their  fond  illusion  is  apparently  dispelled  by 
the  announcement  of  a  new  novel  (published  by  Methuen), 
which,  by  its  title,  declares  "  Elmslie'e  Diagnet."  This, 
on  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  named  E.  H.  Strain.  It 
puts  a  very  great  strain  on  the  belief  of  my  readers  as 
well  as  myself,  for  I  am  certainly  not  Elms-lie— or  any 
other  lie. 


A  Sturgeon  10ft.  6in.  in  length,  and  weighing  7001b., 
was  caught  lately  in  a  fish  wheel  in  the  Columbia  River, 
but,  as  the  law  prohibits  the  taking  of  sturgeon  at  this 
peiiod  of  the  year,  the  big  fish— eatily  worth  §50— was 
thrown  back  into  the  river. 


A  DAILY  contemporary  has  been  telling  a  melting 
British  public  "  How  to  Keep  Cool."  The  advice  given 
is  such  as  Dives  might  follow,  but  Lazarus  wants  to  be 
coolako.  "Drink  champagne  cup,"  "  wear  light  flannels," 
and  "  change  your  boots  twice  a  day,"  is  all  very  well ; 
but  it  is  like  reccmmending  champagne  and  oysters 
to  a  man  who  finds  it  difficult  to  buy  ginger  beer 
and  whelks.  "  Dragnet "  is  practical,  and  so  gives 
advice  suitable  for  all  classes.  "  How  to  keep  cool." 
Take  a  book,  a  rod,  and  a  hook  to  a  shady  nook.  Stick  to 
the  liquor  you're  used  to,  but  fake  it  cool  and  in 
moderation.  Avoid  heated  arguments  at  weigbing-in 
time.  _  Pay  up  all  your  subs,  and  have  a  clear  conscience. 
All  friction,  which  causes  heat,  will  diiappear,  and  you 
can,  with  a  temperature  below  zero,  read  your  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  enjoy  in  frigid  mood  the  notes  oiP 
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28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Ply  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rons. 

lunnnriMx  nfaS^n^r^^V'^'',  ^™  "^^^  other  person  assuming  the  same  name. 
IMPDRTANT  CAUTI0N.-Th9  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  op  out  of  Cheltenham. 


DAVIO  SLATER 

Newark-on-Trent. 

BDILT  CANE  SALMON  and 
TROUT  RODS, 

With  and  without  Steel  Centres  ;  one 
quality  only,  "  the  best  " ;  equal  to  any 
make  in  the  world.  These  rods  are 
entirely  manufactured  on  our  own 
premises  by  the  most  skilled  workmen, 
and  we  will  guarantee  these  rods  for  five 
years. 


THE  LADY'S  ROD 

Built  Cane,  two  joints,  9ft.  long,  Universal 
winch  fittings,  spiral  lock  joints,  steel 
finake  rings,  cedar  handle  and  partition 
case.    Price  £2  2s. 


The  Best  all-round  Eod  for  bottom  fishing 
for  Koach,  Bream,  and  Barbel  is  the 

NEWARK  PERFECTION, 

East  India  cane  butt  and  middle,  two 
greenheart  tops,  balanced  handle,  Uni 
Tersal  winch  fittings,  and  partition  case 
Price— 10,  11,  or  12  feet, 

21s. 

With  cork  handle,  25s. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free 


ANGLERS !    ANGLERS !  I 

THOMAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CEOWN   STEEET,  COCKBEMOUTH. 

Is  New  SH0WIN9  A  SPLENDID 

SELECTION  of  NEW  FISHING  REQUISITES. 

Lake  and  Trout  Bods  all  prices.  Well  balanced 
Greenheart  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Eods,  with 
Cork  Handles,  from  30a.  to  608.  each.  Salmon 
and  Trout  Gut  of  the  best  quality.  Finest 
undrawn  Gut,  21|ln.,  7s.  6d.  per  hank,  cannot  be 
equalled.  Reels  in  every  variety.  Lines  in  cotton 
flax,  and  silk.  Flies  to  suit  all  waters,  on  gut  or 
eyed  hooks. 

Agent  for  S.  Allcocb  and  Oo.  's  Celebrated  Fish- 
ing Tackle.  Sole  agent  in  North  of  England  and 
South  Scotland  for  Manchester  Cotton  Twine 
Spinning  Company's  Waterproof  Lines,  Ac. 

Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  for  the  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


TSADE 


UABK. 

THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresh  Fish. 
15/- per  cwt.,  delivered  England  and  Wales 

LIVERINE  LIMITED,  CRIMSBY. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  lOez. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 


For 
Cash  Only. 


Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  flttings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 

"  Constant  use  for?  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  FiSHiNa  Gazbttb. 

^  BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  EOACH  ROD,  3- joint, 
balance  handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  fermlea,  winch  fitting,  and  bag.  about  12oz' 
Price,  10ft.,  4b.  9d. ;  lO^ft.,  5s.  4d. ;  lift.,  6s.  lOd.  • 
carriage,  4d.  ' 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut,  first  quality,  20m.,  Ss.  6d. 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  15in  ,  first 
quality,  3s.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 

BOO  T  EC, 

Fisliing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant, 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

MAPIfl  FQ  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers 
HAUIVLCO  Seals'  Far,  Figs' Wool,  &c 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

3.  HAYNES,  Mardyke.  Cork 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz.,  A  SPECIALITY. 

A  Fine  Selection  of  FLO  ATI NG  FLIES  in  Stock. 


GISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited.  London 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps 
1  win  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6b. 

THESE  PLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION formagnlflcence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 

Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
ana  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Pishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omigh,  Ireland. 


"Tied  by  HoUand." 

PINE  NATURAL  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS. 

3vds.,  4d.,  6d.,  8d.,  &  9d.;  with  Drawn  Points,  1/-  each,  10/-  per  doz. 

All  Sizes  of  "HERCULES"  CASTS  kept  in  Stock. 

BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and  Winch  Fitted  -  -  from  2/5 
The  NEW  THAMES  PUNT  ROD,  10ft.,  Balanced  Butt, 

Snake  Rings,  Universal  Fittings  .....  eg 
HICKORY  BOTTOM  and  TROLLING  -  .  5/-,  7/..  10/-  12/6 
TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish      -      .      .      .     .    from  7/- 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS   5/5 

LEA  ROACH  POLES,  14ft.,  16ft.,  18ft.,  and  20ft.      .     -  9/6 

Lar^e  Selection  of  REELS  of  every  description,  from  Scat.  each. 
The  LADIES'  BROOK  ROD  (Greenheart),  weight  7ioz.      -  .25/- 

GUiNEA  SPECIALITIES. 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  9ft.,  9ift.,  10ft., 

lOJft.,  life,  and  12ft.,  Saake  Rings  and  Cork  Grasp  -     -  21/- 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze  Rings,  2  Tops  -      -  21/- 

Best  EAST  INDIA  CANE  BOTTOM  ROD,  Balanced  Butt,  3  Tops  21/- 

Best  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  2  Tops  .  21/- 

Mention  "  Fishing  Gazette." 


CHEAPSIDE,  LOWDpi 


DO  NOT  FISH 


IN  COTTON=LINED 
TWEEDS. 


PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  Conduit  Street, 
New  Bond  Street,  W. 

SEND   FOR    ILLUSTRATED    SPORTING  CATALOGUE, 

4i    Pages,    50   UJ itstrations.      POST  FMET:. 


F.  W.  DALE. 

Angler  and  Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST., 


5 


66 


95 


Is  adapted  to  Wet  or  Dry  Fly  work.    In  action,  fittings,  and  finish  is 

best  value  made. 

Greenheart,  I  guinea;  Built-eane,  4  guineas. 

All  lengths  from  9jft.  to  lift. 

FLIES  FOR  FLOATING,  WET  WORK,  YORKSHIRE,  WALES,  AND  THE  NORTH  COUNTRY, 

[Is.  6d.  per  do«eii. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[July  21,  1900 


SUMMER  SPOET  IN  THE  SHROP- 
SHIRE SEVERN. 


July  is  not  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  angling 
months,  the  rivers  being  more  often  than  not  low 
and  unpleasantly  foul,  the  weather  far  too  hot  for 
comfort,  and  the  fish  difficult  to  approach.  The 
July  of  this  year  has,  however,  so  far  proved  an 
exception.  The  frequent  storms  that  have 
recently  prevailed  have  kept  the  water  pure,  and 
intense  heat  has  only  occurred  at  rare  intervals. 
Moreover,  there  has  been  much,  apart  from  sport, 
to  tempt  the  angler  to  the  riverside.  The  country 
just  now  is  delightfully  fresh ;  the  summer  flowers 
are  unusually  abundant,  and  the  haymakers,  busy 
in  the  fields,  contribute  to  the  pleasures  of  the 
roving  fisherman.  Coming  to  actual  takes,  roach 
fishers  have  had  by  far  the  best  sport.  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  Shrewsbury,  particularly 
between  Cherry  Orchard  Ferry  and  Uffington,  and 
again  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Atcham,  there 
are  many  nice  reaches  in  every  way  suited  to  the 
habits  of  roach,  and  to  the  convenience  of  the 
roach  fisher.  Judiciously  selected  and  baited, 
some  of  these  swims  have  of  late  yielded  very 
heavy  bags  to  skilful  anglers,  creels  of  from  1.51b. 
to  251b.  being  recorded  as  the  result  of  a  few 
hours'l  fishing.  One  angler,  it  is  stated  in  the 
local  press,  captured  a  total  of  152  roach  in  one 
week,  the  lot  weighing  841b.,  and  including  one 
specimen  of  nearly  21b. 

Fly  fishing  for  roach  is  not  perhaps  an  orthodox 
method,  yet  at  this  period  of  the  year,  particularly 
at  eventide,  good  creels  of  roach,  and  dace  and 
chub  also,  may  often  be  taken  by  casting  a  full- 
bodied  fly,  such  as  the  Palmers  or  Marlow  Buzz, 
under  the  willows.  The  Severn,  on  the  Ufiington 
side,  is  a  good  place  for  this  kind  of  sport,  but 
wading  is  essential.  Bush  netting  is  not  per- 
mitted within  the  borough  of  Shrewsbuiy,  hence 
the  excellent  sport  given  by  coarse  fish  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Pike,  perch,  roach,  dace,  and 
chub  aboimd,  but  the  chub  predominate.  Pike, 
fortunately,  do  not  seem  to  be  so  numerous  as 
they  were  a  year  or  so  ago.  Very  many  have  been 
caught  by  anglers,  and  many  more  have  worked 
up-stream  to  find  happy  hunting  grounds  among 
the  trout  in  the  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  Rea,  Perry,  and 
other  tributaries.  Some  Shrewsbury  anglers  hold 
the  opinion  that  the  great  abundance  of  pike  has 
been  due  to  the  fact  that  some  years  ago  Sundorne 
Pool,  an  extensive  sheet  of  water,  burst  its 
bounds  and  swept  thousands  of  fish  of  divers 
kinds,  but  chiefly  pike,  down  a  small  brook  into 
the  Severn.  There  is  probably  a  good  deal  of 
truth  in  this.  It  is  unfortunately  a  fact  that  the 
small  streams  are  now  very  full  of  pike,  and  also 
chub,  and  riparian  owners  who  value  their  trout  and 
grayling  fishing  should  take  every  opportunity  they 
have  of  netting  them  out.  It  is  recorded  that 
twenty-seven  pike  were  caught  in  the  Rea,  at 
Shrews  bvuy,  early  this  year  by  an  individual  who 
happened  to  be  on  the  spot  when  the  fish  were 
making  their  way  upstream — presumably  just 
prior  to  spawning  time.  A  local  miller  had 
stopped  the  flow  of  water  down  his  stream,  and 
the  pike  were  left  floundering  helplessly  on  a 
shallow,  where  they  fell  an  easy  prey  to  the  man 
on  the  spot.  Needless  to  add  they  were  not 
caught  by  fair  angling. 

Although  bush  netting  is  not  allowed  in  the 
borough  of  Shrewsbury,  it  is  permissible  outside 
its  limits,  and  large  numbers  of  fish  are  frequently 
captured  near  Cound  Lodge,  seven  miles  by  road 
from  Shrewsbury. 

As  an  indication  of  what  class  of  fish  are  chiefly 
to  be  taken  in  that  particular  locality  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  a  day's  bush  netting  on  Saturday 
last  resulted  in  the  capture  of  twenty-seven  chub 
(several  of  about  31b.  in  weight),  four  perch  and 
four  roach.  The  perch  and  roach  were  compara- 
tively small  fish,  the  largest  being  about  lib. 
The  total  catch  was  281b.,  and,  so  far  as  the 
chub  are  concerned,  very  few  anglers  will  regret 
their  destruction.  It  is  a  remarkable  and  note- 
worthy fact  that  not  a  single  pike  was  taken  on 
the  occasion  in  question. 

Trout  fishing  continues  to  be  extremely  poor. 
One  or  two  Shrewsbury  fishermen,  by  very 
perseveringly  spinning  over  the  fords,  have  taken 
solitary  trout,  but  not  one  fish  has  been  captured 
approaching  in  size  the  fine  specimens  that  were 
frequently  taken  but  a  few  years  ago. 

W .  E.  E. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETI. 
The  half-yearly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  on 
Monday  eveniog  at  tbe  Holborn  Kestaurant,  Mr.  Robt.  C. 
Blandell  presiding.  There  was  an  excellent  attendance  of 
members.  An  important  alteraticn  was  made  in  the  rule 
reccarding  snbecriptions,  a  clause^  being  inserted  to  the 
f  fEect  that  country  members  residing  100  miles  from  the 
Holborn  and  not  having  a  permanent  London  address  pay 
an  annual  subscription  of  one  guinea  only,  the  usual 
entrance  fee  being,  of  course,  required  upon  joining.  It 
was  also  unanimously  agreed  to  hold  the  summer  dinner 
at  Newbury  on  Saturday,  July  28.  This  is  looked  forward 
to  with  much  interest,  and  already  a  goodly  number  of 
members  have  signified  their  intention  of  supporting  the 
vice-president,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  who  will  take  the 
chair  at  this  pleasant  function.  Members  will  be  duly 
notified  by  post-card  of  the  arrangements,  trains,  &c., 
in  connection  with  the  gathering.  The  ordinary  weekly 
meeting  followed  the  half-yearly  one.  and  angling 
experierces  were  given  by  several  members.  Mr.  W. 
Edmonds  had  a  trout  at  Wycombe,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown 
six  different  kinds  of  fish  (including  a  brace  of  nice  trout) 
with  the  fly  on  tbe  Colne.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaterg  took  trout 
on  the  Lambourne,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdoif,  with  his 
boatman,  caught  UiO  pouting,  one  whiting,  and  a  weever 
at  Deal  on  Saturday  afternoon.  At  Uxbridge  good 
sport  had  resulted.  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  had  chub;  Mr. 
M.  G.  B.  deCourcy,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher, 
roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  reach,  and  a  trout  of 
lib.  8oz.  (the  latter  with  the  dry  fly)  ;  and  Mr.  B.  J. 
Walker,  chub.  A  communication  was  read  from  the  last- 
named  gentleman  reporting  a  very  enjoyable  outing  he  had 
had  at  Shepperton,  including  an  admirable  dinner  at  the 
well-known  "Ship"  at  Halliford— a  hostelry  largely 
patronised  in  days  gone  by  by  members  of  the  society. 
There  was  no  news  as  far  as  fishing  went  from  the 
Kennet,  the  water  being  bright,  the  sun  exceedingly  hot, 
and  the  weeds  flourishing  luxuriantly.    M.  G.  E.  ds  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETT. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  held  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati,  Oxford-street,  on  Wednesday,  July  18,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon.  sec. 
read  a  letter  from  the  society's  agent  at  Deal  stating  that 
there  had  been  several  good  catches  of  pouting,  and  that 
one  of  the  society's  members  had  taken  eight  score  pout- 
ing, some  very  good  ;  also  a  lib.  bream  and  a  21b.  codling. 
Bait,  lugworm.  The  following  experiences  were  then 
given  by  members  :  Messrs.  Mallett,  Criafield,  and  Croft- 
Handley,  fishing  at  Southwiok,  on  July  14,  caught  eight 
mackerel  while  rowing  out,  a  good  pollack  over  61b.  off 
the  Billy  Buoy,  several  small  conger  about  31b.  or  41b. 
each,  some  small  pouting,  and  an  octopus.  Mr.  Mallett 
mentioned  that  they  saw  thousands  of  diseased  cut  Is  fish. 
Mr.  Graham,  fishing  at  Southend,  on  July  17,  took  about 
200  small  smelt,  and  on  July  18  twenty  nice  plaice  about 
6  z.  each.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  at  Deal,  on  July  15,  with 
another  member,  took  eight  score  pouting,  all  very  small ; 
also  a  good  whiting  and  a  weaver.  Mr.  Grube,  _at  East- 
bourne, took  forty-five  fish  weighing  over  251b. ,  including 
a  lib.  bream,  a  conger  of  about  41b.,  and  several  pollack. 
A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  and  usual  toast 
to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETT. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  society,  held  at  the 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Mr.  C.  P.  F.  Buckingham  occupied 
the  chair.  Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  number  of  copies  of 
his  lecture  on  "The  May  Fly  Season"  given  before  the 
society.  Any  member  who  would  like  a  copy  may  have 
one  by  attending  the  meeting  next  week.  Two  valued 
books  were  presented  to  the  librarian  for  the  use  of  the 
members.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  the 
weeds  removed  from  several  swims  in  the  lower  water  at 
Kelvedon  as  soon  aa  men  are  available.  There  is  a  very 
large  head  of  a  good  class  of  roach  in  all  the  stretches 
rented  by  the  society,  and  good  sport  should  be  found 
during  the  evenings.  As  mentioned  last  week,  there  is  a 
late  train  to  town,  viz.,  9.40.  Notwithstanding  the  very 
hot  weather  the  Chesham  waters  still  yield  well.  Mr. 
Chasteney  had  four  trout  on  Saturday  with  the  Small 
Orange  Bumble  and  Hoffland's  Fancy  ;  Mr.  BIdred  and 
Mr.  Saunders  one  fish  each  ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  two  fish.  Mr. 
Connelkn,  dace  and  bleak  from  Shiplake  ;  and  Mr.  Close, 
bleak  and  dace  on  the  fly ;  Mr.  Gibson,  roach  with  the  fly. 
The  usual  toasts  followed  the  reports,  and  a  vote  ef  thanks 
to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting.  Hon.  Sec. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  annual  competition  is  an  event  always  looked 
forward  to  with  pleasure  by  many  of  the  clubs,  and  this 
season's  fixture  was  held  at  Palborough  on  July  15, 
the  proceeds  being  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  and  Central 
Re-stocking  Fund.  The  affair  was  organised  by  the 
secretary,  and  Mr.  President  Medcalf  superintended  and 
directed  the  proceedings,  ably  assisted  by  Messrs.  G. 
Merry,  C.  Watling,  R.  Clark,  H.  Holder,  J.  Smith,  J. 
Wheelhouse,  R.  Marshall,  G.  W.  Roberts,  and  J. 
Spielman.  On  the  arrival  of  the  ccntingent  by  first  train 
at  the  A  run  Hotel,  the  stamping  of  tickets  was  quickly 
performed,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  order  to  "go" 
was  given  by  the  president,  the  competitors  quietly  dis- 
persing for  their  favourite  swims.  "The  day  throughout 
was  intensely  hot,  and  altogether  against  a  record  take  of 
fish  ;  however,  there  was  a  very  respectable  show  of  fish  at 
the  weighing-in  in  the  evening  at  the  Arun  Hotel,  the 


host,  Mr.  J.  W.  Simpson,  having  done  his  utmost  to  assist 
the  smooth  working  of  arrangements  and  for  the  comfort 
of  visitors,  also  committee.  The  pontoon  ferry  erected 
under  his  directions  saved  a  long  detour  vi'l  Swan  Bridge, 
and  proved  most  welcome  to  the  members.  The  otiioial 
programme,  which  was  distributed  on  the  morning, 
showed  the  following  prizes,  which  will  be  distributed  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
W.C.,  on  Monday,  Sept.  3,  at  9.30  p.m. 

List  of  Prizes. — Silver  cup,  gift  of  Mr.  Walter 
Emden,  J.P.,  L.C.C. ;  silver  cup,  gift  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Blsmore.  vice-president;  Ist,  Mr.  J.  W.  Simpson,  Arun 
Hotel,  Pulborough,  one  guinea  ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  W.  Simpson, 
Arun  Hotel,  Pulborough,  one  guinea ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Simpson,  Arun  Hotel,  Pulborough,  half  a  guinea;  4th, 
Mr.  F.  J.  Williams,  tackle  maker.  Great  Queen-Btreet, 
roach  basket ;  5th,  Claphatu  Strollers  A.S.,  guinea  rod; 
6th,  Mrs.  E  dridge.  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  one 
guinea;  7th,  Mrs.  Bldridge,  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell- 
road,  one  guinea;  8th,  Blackfriars  A.S.,  a  prize,  £1; 
9th,  Mr.  Blunden,  Stopham,  Palborough,  a  prize  ;  10th, 
Mrs.  Sturgess,  refreshment  rooms,  Pulborough,  a  priz»:. 
11th,  Stockwell  A.S.,  umbrella;  12th,  St.  Albans  A  8., 
a  prize;  13th,  United  Brothers  A.S.,  tackle  case  and 
winder;  14th,  Collingwood  A.S.,  prize;  15th,  Mr. 
F.  P.  Sorge,  Collingwood  A.S.,  winch ;  16th,  Mr.  I. 
Levien,  Friendship  A.S.,  prize,  17th,  Mr.  J.  Nunn, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  prize ;  18th,  Mr.  C.  A.  Med- 
calf, Amicable  Brothers  A.S.,  prize;  19t.h,  Mr. 
J.  Wheelloua?,  Blackfriars,  prize;  20th,  Mr.  W.. 
Poole,  tackle-maker,  Broadwall,  S.B  ,  prize ;  2l8t,  Mr. 
H.  Holder,  Royal  George  A.S.,  prize;  22nd,  Mr.  J. 
Spielman,  Royal  George  A.S.,  prize ;  23rd.  Mr.  E.  A. 
Downs,  Clapham  Strollers  A.S,,  winch  and  line;  24th, 
Mr.  Every,  St.  Albans  A.S.,  prize  ;  25th,  Duchess  A.8., 
whisky  flask  ;  26  th,  Drayton  Park  A.S.,  prize  ;  27th,  Mr; 
W.  J.  Wade,  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.,  prize;  28th,  Mr. 
W.  Burkett,  Blackfriars.  joint  of  beet;  29ch,  Mr.  J. 
Jones,  fish  preserver,  10,  Malt-street,  Old  Kent-road, 
prize  10s.  6d. ;  30th,  Mr.  J.  Gold,  tackle-maker,  Oakley- 
street,  Lambeth,  tackle  book,  value  53. ;  31st,  Great 
Northern  Brothers  A.S.,  general  rod;  32nd,  Oglander 
Pisoatorials,  tackle  book. 

The  following  competitors  weighed  fish  at  the  close  of 
the  day's  sport : 


1.  A.  Field,  Brothers  Well  Met   

2.  C.  Watling,  Great  Northern  Brothers 

3.  J.  Leighton,  St.  Alban's  A.S  

4.  J.  Cooper,  Great  Northern  Brothers 

5.  H.  Allan,  St.  Alban's  A.S  

6.  P.  Sturgess,  Junior  Piicatorials 

7.  F.  Vanhegan,  Funny  Folks  

8.  J.  Downs,  Collingwood  

9.  J.  Winter,  Hatcham  Brothers   

10.  H.  Templeman,  Walham  Green 

11,  T.  Hetder,  Amicable  Waltonians  ... 
T.  Purle,  Great  Northern  Brothers  .. 

J.  Norton,  St.  Alban's  A.S.   

J.  A.  Fitch,  Great  Northern  Brothers 

(  J.  Donaldson,  St.  Alban's   

1  F.  Kobelt,  Blackfriars   

T.  Worth,  Great  Northern  Brothers 
B.  Dutton,  Great  Northern  Brothers 

A.  Dejonge,  Battersea  Friendly  

F.  Harding,  Amicable  Brothers... 

20.  T.  Gibls,  Peokham  Brothers   

21.  F.  Page,  St.  Albans   

22.  W.  Carter,  Phcenix   

23.  J.  Osborne,  Great  Northern  Brothers 

24.  G.  Moir,  Amicable  Brothers   

25 .  R .  S  mith ,  Silver  Trout   ... 

20.  S.  Bellchambers,  Junior  Piicitorials 

27.  B.  C.  Stanley,  Oapham  Strollers  ... 

28.  A.  Tickner,  Stockwell  

29.  F.  Barker,  Blackfriars  

30.  G.  Francis,  Great  Northern  Brothers 

31.  A.  Glass,  Walham  Green   

32.  G.  Watling,  Amicable  Waltonians  ... 
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ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  monthly  de'egate  meeting  of  the  above  asEOciatioiL 
was  held  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican, 
on  Monday.  A  telegram  awaited  the  secretary,  stating — 
a  most  unusual  thing— that  the  vice-president  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Becket)  would  be  unable  to  attend.  It  is  hoped  illaeas  was 
not  the  cause.  In  consequence  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  was 
unanimously  elected  to  occupy  the  chair. 

The  special  meeting  business  was  speedily  over.  Rule  I. 
being  amended,  Mr.  J.  Powles  West,  the  hon.  treasurer, 
was  placed  with  the  other  e.r-ofjicio  memj)ers  of  all  com- 
mittees. .         e  T.  1     1      1.  iV 

In  consequence  of  the  alteration  of  Rule  1,  at  the 
last  two  delegate  meetings,  several  vacancies  have  ooonrred 
in  the  committees  bo  recently  elected.  The  following, 
members  were  elected  to  occupy  those  positions  vacant : 

Renting  and  Preservation  Committee:  Mr.  E.  Rowles, 
(North  Lambeth  A  S. ,  for  southern  division). 

Finance  Committee :  Mr.  J.  J.  Frei  (South  London 
A.S),  Mr.W.  Osment  (Walthamstow  Brothers  AS),  Mr. 
a1  Randall  (Brunswick  Brothers).  ^-^ -v,  ^ 

General  Committee:  Mr.  E.  Lamb  (Ncrth-East 
Brothers  A.  8.),  Mr.  E.  D.  Hilton  (Walton  and  Cotton 
A  8  )  Mr.  W.  Knights  (Walthamstow  Brothers  A.  8.). 

Anew  bailiff  for  the  Weybridge  Fishery  was  appointed,, 
viz  •  Mr  G.  Bullock,  of  2,  Mayfield  Cottages,  Elmgrove- 
road,  Weybridge,  Surrey,  from  whom  arglers  not 
members  of  the  association  can  obtain  seasc  n  tickets  tor 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  'the  A.A.  representative  to  the  Thamea. 
Angling  Preaervaxion  Society),  tepoited  on  the  butiness 
transaotedl  by  that  society  on  June  19.   The  report  wag- 
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Soldier  Settlers  in  South  Africa.    By  Col.  J.  Gr.  B.  Stoppord 
The  Home  Generals  and  their  Work  in  the  coming  Autumn 
By  Col.  Lonsdale  Hale. 

Administrative  Keform  in  the  Public  Service.    By  P.  Lyttelton 

GrELL. 

The  National  Gallery  in  1900,  and  its  Present  Arrangements 
(With  a  Plan.)    By  M.  H.  Spielmann. 

•  In  the  Bye-ways  of  Eural  Ireland.    By  Michael  MacDonagh 

Hooliganism  and  Juvenile  Crime.    By  the  Eev.  Andrew  A.  W 
Drew. 

Town  Children  in  the  Country.    By  Mrs.  S.  A.  Barnett. 

Sixpenny  Telegrams— Why  they  do  not  pay.    Bv  J.  Henniker 
Heaton,  M.P.  .7  . 

Identification  Offices  in  India  and  Egypt.   By  Francis  Galton, 
F.R.S.,  D.C.L. 

Mr.  Wilfrid  Ward's  Apologetics.    By  Robert  Edward  Dell 
(late  Editor  of  the  "  Weekly  Register.") 

The  Prerogative  of  Dissolution,     By  Edmund  Robertson, 
Q.C.,  M.P. 

Wanted  a  Leader.    By  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Gttinness  Rogers. 
The  Newspapers.    By  Sir  Wemyss  Reid. 


ORDER  THROUGH  ANY  BOOKSELLER. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dnnetan's 
 House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 


Sold  in  three  grades  of  strength,  but  in  one 
quality  only— The  BEST. 


received  with  great  /avonr,  espeoiaUy  the  amendment  to 
the  proposition  stipulating  the  amount  of  donation 
neceasary  for  the  secretary  to  take  a  seat  upon  the 

The  secretary  brought  before  the  meeting  matters  of 
considerable  importance.  The  ultimate  result  will  be 
pubhshed  through  the  Press  at  an  early  date 
,.  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  balance-sheet  and 
list  ot  officers,  &c.,  was  handed  to  the  secretary,  who,  no 
doubt,  will  lose  no  time  m  getting  out  the  Guide  Books. 
It  IS  to  be  hoped  that  members  of  the  A.A.  wiU  exercise  a 
attle  patience,  coneidenng  the  great  stress  of  work  placed 
upon  their  secretary,  for  not  only  is  it  the  busiest  time  of 

Seffitenfio?."'        "'^"^  "'^"^'^^  "^'^^^^ 

The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  a 
mos^^pleasant  meeting.    Thirty-sii  societies  were  repre- 


EEMEDT  FOR  SUNBURN. 
I  TOLD  Mr.  Burton  what  to  do  about  his  ca«e  of  sun- 
Dnm.  i  ttnnk  I  have  earlier  mentioned  the  same  thine 
in  these  columns  We  rather  laugh  at  a  man  who  wants 
to  protect  himself  against  sunbura,  but,  indeed,  the  effects 
of  one  8  first  day  of  summer  fishing  are  sometimes  and  to 
certam  complexions  so  painful  as  to  be  almost  serious. 
niL?         *  *^  f  is  something  properly  to  be 

^ed  senoue,  and  requiring  medical  assistance.  Some 
fame  ago  a  friend  who  saw  how  badly  I  was  after  a  day 
of  "       8  Fi^K  8un,  told  me  to  get  a  little  bottle 

rt^'i^"!^"^*''?;*®'—*"  owoeof  each-half  and 
haU  drnke  together  He  said  this  would  at  once  take 
?emS!f  ^  \  °*  the  sunburn.  I  tried  it.  and  found  the 
remedy  to  be  of  marveUous  quickness  and  efficiency.  When 
nn?L  11^^*^  are  blistered  from  the  sun,  it  need 
rimnu=.i^  undignified  or  unmanly  to  resort  to  this 
fflmple  and  very  practical  remedy.  After  using  it  you  can  get 
I  h^ve  mI'Tv.'-^'^'^  ^^t^^  -^^y  ^th  impunity. 


SUPPOSED  TROUT  POISONING. 
During  the  past  few  days  considerable  dismay  has  been 
felt  by  the  anglers  who  use  the  river  Corve,  near  Corve 
Bridge,  Ludlow,  by  the  fact  that  they  have  been  finding 
very  fine  trout— Jib.  to  lib.  each— lying  dead  on  the  side 
of  the  river  below  the  railway  bridge  ;  and  at  the  end  of 
last  week  some  were  seen  below  the  Corve-road  Bridge,  on 
the  weir.  The  poor  things  came  to  the  top  of  the  water 
and  turned  over,  and  two  leaped  out  on  to  the  bank,  and 
evidently  had  taken  something  in  the  water.  On  Tuesday 
morning  three  trout  lib.  each  were  taken  out  of  a  culvert 
running  under  the  railway.  All  were  dead,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  culvert  there  was  a  whitish  sediment  settled  on 
the  bottom  of  the  river  like  lime.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  if 
anyone  has  been  poisoning  the  river,  they  will  be  found 
out,  as  the  fishing  in  that  part  is  now  spoiled  for  some 

.   GWTNNE, 


r«m«,v<.^?  tfle  week  the  Royal  Aquarium  has  been  kept 
^       V'^^  ^      construction  of  the  premises 
^Ltl  «^o«llent  ventilation.    The  additions  to  the  pro- 
"^^^^  ^-"^  Monday,  have  been  much  appreciated, 
nh^nT^      T'^?'^  °'  Kenway  and  the 

'>°^^^n?^  SwaUow.     A  welcome 

nfe  rnmf^'n  ^^"^  ^""^^^  ^  exceUent  soprano, 

•■f^™  ™     P^v"^  ^PP®*""       Monday,  and  the  seventy 
turns  "  are  to  be  repeated  daily.  '»o»"m,y 


CONTINENTAL  HOLIDAYS. 

Yeab  by  year  the  Continent  is  brought  nearer.  To-day 
we  can  dine  comfortably  in  town,  step  from  hotel  to  plat- 
form at  Liverpool-street  Station,  and  smoke  our  cigar  over 
the  evening  paper  in  the  boat  express  train  as  it  whisks  us 
^ong,  step  from  train  to  the  steamer  bound  for  Holland  or 
Belgium,  retire  when  we  please  to  our  cosy  electric-lighted 
sleeping  cabin,  and  know  no  more  till  we  find  ourselves 

there." 

The  Hook  of  Holland  route  is  now  the  quickest  to 
Holland,  and  the  cheapest  of  the  first  class  routes  to 
Germany,  Switzerland,  Norway,  &c.  The  service  is  daily, 
Sundays  included.  In  addition  there  is  a  service  to 
Rotterdam  (by  the  same  boats  daily,  Sundays  included) 
and  to  Antwerp  every  week  day.  The  Royal  Mail  Harwich 
route  forms  a  connecting  link  between  London,  the  North 
and  Midlands  of  England,  and  the  Continent. 

Those  familiar  with  the  ordinary  light  draught  paddle 
steamers  will  be  surprised  on  stepping  aboard  the  Harwich 
steamer.  One  finds  a  great  double-funnelled  vessel,  with 
the  sharp  lines  and  rakish  masts  of  a  first-class  cruiser, 
and  with  long  promenade  deck,  fianfang  massive  deck 
houses  and  state  cabins.  All  this,  with  the  long  lines  of 
small  boats  hanging  from  their  davits,  the  electric-lighted 
decks  and  cabins,  the  imposing  saloon  entrance,  and 
descending,  the  saloon  itself,  fitted  in  sumptuous  fashion 
and  gay  with  fresh  flowers,  and  finally,  the  cosy  sleeping 
cabins  with  snug-looking  berths— all  this  suggests  to  the 
old  traveller  that  he  has  mistaken  his  way  and  got  on  to 
an  Atlantic  liner.  The  catering  is  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  the  company's  hotel  manager.  On  arriving  at 
the  Hook  of  Holland,  passengers  walk  direct  from 


steamer  to  train.  Express  trains  for  the  Hague  and 
Amsterdam,  North  and  South  Germany,  and  Switzerland 
meet  the  boat.  From  the  Hook  of  Holland  the  boat  con- 
tinues  its  journey  up  the  Maas  to  Rotterdam, 

Few  countries  have  been  more  written  about,  few,  if 
any,  so  much  sketched,  etched,  and  painted.  To  visit  in 
summer  weather  the  scenes  of  Motley's  "Rise  of  the 
Dutch  Republic";  to  explore  under  bright  skies  the 
ground  where  the  heroic  fight  for  freedom  was  fought ;  to 
trace,  as  one  can,  the  social  and  artistic  development  of 
that  supreme  struggle— with  a  comfortable  hotel  and  fair 
claret  to  fall  back  upon— is  in  itself  a  liberal  education. 

The  Harwich  route  is  the  shortest  to  Berlin  and  North 
Germany.  The  Harwich-Hook  of  Holland  route  has  run 
hitherto  in  almost  a  bee  line,  but  there  has  been  a  aUght 
deflection  in  this  line  between  the  Hook,  Amsterdam,  and 
the  German  frontier.  By  the  completion  of  the  new  rail- 
way  skirting  Rotterdam  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  the 
North  German  express  to  touch  Amsterdam.  This  train 
runs  via  Rotterdam,  Gouda,  Utrecht,  Amersfoort, 
Deventer  to  Oldenzaal,  the  Dutch  frontier  town,  and 
thence  on  to  Bentheim,  Rheine,  &c,,  for  Berlin,  North 
Germany,  and  Russia,  &c.,  and  by  Osnabiiick  to  Ham- 
burg,  for  Norway,  Denmark,  and  Sweden. 

Passengers  leave  London  in  the  evening,  and  reach  Ham- 
burg the  next  afternoon,  Berlin  in  the  evening,  and  Copen- 
hagen on  the  following  morning.  By  the  accelerated 
service  Cologne  is  now  reached  about  noon. 

Taking  boat  or  rail  from  Cologne  to  Remagen,  a  day  or 
two  can  be  given  to  the  romantic  Ahrthal,  and  to  the  high 
strange  Volcanic  Eifel  district.  Then  at  Coblence  there 
IS  the  Moselle  which  winds  between  vine-clad  and  ruin- 
crowned  heights  to  Treves,  whence  Metz  and  the  Franco- 
German  battlefields  are  within  easy  reach.  Higher  np 
the  Rhine,  at  Niederlahnstein,  there  is  the  charming  Lahn 
Valley,  little  known  except  to  those  who  take  the  waters 
at  Ems.  From  Niederlahnstein,  on  returning,  rail  can 
be  taken  to  Mosbaoh,  the  junction  for  Wiesbaden, 
Langenschwalbach,  Frankfort,  and  Homburg.  In  the 
Rhine's  beautiful  upper  reaches  there  are  the  pretty 
Neckar  Valley  with  Heidelberg  as  a  centre  for  excursions. 
Passengers  travelling  straight  through  to  Wiesbaden, 
Ems  Homburg,  Baden-Baden,  &c.,  will  find  the  Hook  of 
Holland  route  by  far  the  most  comfortable  and  economical. 

By  the  Harwich  route  the  tourist  can  reach  Switzerland 
either  by  way  of  the  Hook  of  Holland,  Cologne,  and  the 
Rhine,  or  by  Antwerp  and  Brussels.  By  the  former 
route,  passengers  leaving  the  Hook  of  Holland  in  the 
morning,  travel  through  to  Bale  direct,  arriving  the  same 
evening.  Tourist  tickets  are  issued  for  fifteen  or  thirty 
days  over  most  of  the   Swiss  railway  lines  and  lake 
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THE  "HARDY"  RODS! 

BADEN  pQ^ji_g_  ^^y^. 

I  have  given  away  three  out  of  my  four  other  trout  rods,  keeping  one  only  as  a  stand  by,  for  I  now 
care  to  use  no  other  than  your  little  cane  wonder. 

I  have  used  it  hard  this  past  season  on  all  kinds  of  trout,  including  sea  trout,  and  say  it  is  perfect 
in  action,  balance,  and  power. 

The  screw  joint  1  swear  bij  and  not  at;  and  the  winch  and  its  fitting  are  simple,  yet  effective.  The  cork 
handle  is  the  best  I  have  ever  had  hold  of,  especially  when  fishing  in  wet  weather  or  cold  winds. 

Judging  from  the  killing  powers  of  this  little  10ft.  rod  on  heavy  fighting  trout,  I  think  it  the  most  effective 
rod  1  have  yet  handled ;  it  has  not  even  yet  cracked  its  varnish,  though  it  has  seen  hard  work  in  plenty. 

THE  FIELD  says :  "  It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the  supremacy  we 
have  achieved  as  Rod  Makers.  .  .  .  They  have  left  all  others  hopelessly  behind." 

2-Joint  7ft.  6in.  to  9ft.  SEA  ROD,  Solid  Butt,  Ri^bber  Button,  '-Hope" 
Oscillating  Pulley  End  Ring,  with  One  Top,  15/-;  with  Two  Tops, 
Handle,  extra  7/6  ;  "  Hope  "  Eing  on  Butt,  extra  2/6. 

The  "SILEX"  OCEAN  REEL.  Simply  press  lever  A,  when 
the  weight  of  lead  causes  thej;)ai'rel  to  run  free  until  the  lead  touches 
the  bottom,  then  release  the  finger  and  reel  is  again,  in  check. 
Indispensable  to  all  Sea  Anglers.  4|in.,  18/-  ;  5in.,  21/-  ;  Hin.,  23/-  ; 
7in..  26/-.    See  Catalogue,  page  279. 

The  VIBRATING  SENSITIVE  BOOM  and 
LEAD  (Reg.).  7d.  to  lOd.  each.  See  Catalogue, 
page  280 


2  yards  Singrle  GUT 

TRACE,  mounted  with 

two  hooks,  9d.  each. 


saoM. 


RUBBER  BUTTON. 


THE  "'SILEX"  REEL 
ADAPTED  FOR  SEA 
FISHING. 


ILLUSTRATION  OF 

Sea  Rod,  Reel,  and  Tackle, 

SHOWING  THE  MANNER  OF  USING  OUR 

Patent  "Silex''  Brake  Reel. 


(W  LARGE  ILLDSTRATED  CATAL06DE  FREE ! 

HARDY  BR!!i.  ALNWICK 

London  Branch:  61,  PALL  MALL; 
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steamers.  In  respect  of  Norway,  Denmark,  and  Sweden 
the  service  organised  by  the  Great  Eistern  Eailway  can 
reasonably  claim  to  be  the  cheapest  and  most  comfortable 
of  the  firet-clasa  routes,  and  one  of  the  quickest  and  most 
direct  to  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  Christiania,  and  other 
parts  of  Norway.  It  may  be  called  the  short  sea  route 
aa  about  six  hours  only  are  soent  on  the  open  sea.  Antwerp 
with  its  famous  cathedral,  is  reached  from  London  by  a 
special  fleet  of  modern  twia-screw  boats  belonging  to  the 
Orreat  Eastern  Railway  Company. 

A  handbook  for  the  assistance  of  travellers  via  the 
Harwich  route,  by  Percy  Lindley,  is  issued. 

^i^®  Eastern  Railway  Company's  "  Tourist  Guide 

to  the  Continent,"  with  maps  and  many  illustrations 
describing  Dutch,  Belgian,  German,  Swiss,  Norwegian, 
Danish,  and  Swedish  Tours,  can  be  obtained,  price  6d.,  by 
post  8d.,  and  ordered  through  any  of  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company's  Agents,  and  through  aU  bookseUers 
and  bookstalls. 


A  GALVESTON  BOY'S  TARPON. 

A  SRAPHic  account  of  how  Master  Robbie  Shaw,  a 
tourteen-year-old  boy,  played  and  landed  in  a  masterly 
and  sportsmanlike  manner  a  tarpon  nearly  6ft.  in  length 
was  recently  published  in  the  Galveston  (Tex.)  Daily 
JVews,  and  IS  appended  herewith.  The  marvellous  pisca- 
torial stall  displayed  by  the  youngster  will  be  appreciated 
when  the  reader  notes  that  the  lad's  reel  held  but  200yds 
of  line,  and  the  reel  became  disabled  during  the  fight  out 
up  by  the  silver  king :  s         a  v"" 

"  Out  on  the  north  jetty,  at  Capt.  Bettison's,  at  4  p.m., 
SI  riday,  there  waa  a  tierce  fight  between  a  very  small  boy 
and  a  very  big  fish.  Here  is  what  one  of  the  spectators 
wriLoS  * 

"  The  little  man,  with  a  light  lancewood  rod  and  200yds 
ot  line,  stood  out  on  the  platform,  making  unsuccessful 
oasts  for  mackerel,  but  got  catfish  for  his  pains;  but  the 
game  changed.  A  huge  tarpon  took  his  bait,  and  his  reel 
sung  out  as  the  line  singed  its  way  through  the  guides. 
Surely  the  little  man  in  knickerbockers  had  a  big  fish  and 
an  army  contract  on  hand.  There  was  the  usual  rush  of 
volunteers  to  take  the  lad's  rod  from  him,  and  the  same 
avalanohe  of  advice  as  to  how  to  play  him,  what  to  do  and 
what  not  to  do.  But  up  spoke  an  old  sportsman  :  '  Let 
the  kid  alone.  It's  his  fish  and  his  fight.  Let  him  win 
out  or  lose,  but  let  him  alone  and  make  your  bets  as  you 
please ;  but  this  is  to  be  a  fair  fight  between  the  boy  and 
the  hsh.'   And  it  was. 

"  The  fish  was  well  hooked.  That  was  much.  Down 
from  the  platform  came  the  boy,  and  over  the  slippery 
rocks,  his  rod  bending  double  at  every  plunge  of  the  fish. 
Oapt.  llettison  got  into  an  open  boat  and  the  boy  followed 
him,  taking  a  seat  in  the  stern— and  the  battle  was  on. 

A  camera  would  have  shown  you  a  little  eighth  grade 
scholar,  with  clear-cut  features-the  face  of  a  thorough- 
bred, with  a  fighting  chin.  He  was  as  sUent  as  the  fish, 
but  aU  the  sunshine  had  left  the  lad's  features.  His  lips 
were  set,  his  teeth  hard  against  his  lips.  There  was 
nothing  m  the  face  but  determination,  and  it  gave  forth 
only  one  expression  :  '  It  is  my  head  or  thine.'  And  so 
Kob,  wise  far  beyond  his  years  in  the  wiles  of  fish  and 
the  way  to  take  them,  was  battling  with  a  tarpon 

Five  or  six  times  the  huge  fish  leaped  his  length  into 
the  air,  and  all  the  line  the  reel  had  gathered  went  out  in 

n'^  t^i  3^'^  '■^^l  ««t  ^  troiible ;  the 

crank  bent  back  so  that  the  handle  showed  only  about  a 
iin.  between  it  and  the  end ;  it  was  practically  jammed, 
lie  could  only  gain  line  by  turning  the  reel  with  thumb 
and  tmger,  the  handle  being  out  of  the  fight.  StiU  with 
bleeding  fingers  and  the  same  set  look  and  the  same  Httle 
thoroughbred  faae,  saying  'It  is  my  head  or  thine,'  the 
fight  went  on.  For  every  move  of  the  fish  the  boy  had  an 
answer,  and  it  oame  swift.  The  fish  towed  the  light  skiff 
as  It  It  were  a  cork,  making  somj  swift  dashes  far  umder 
thl^  ^'^^"^1^]^  thwarted  by  the  boy  with 

the  rod  and  Bettison's  skilful  oars.   The  fight  had  lasted 
^V^-     hour.    The  boy  and  fish  were  stufat  it. 

i  mally  the  silver  king,  gathering  himself  for  a  final 
effort,  made  a  dash  for  the  freedom  of  the  open  sea.  He 
taiiea,  and  after  a  few  dying  and  despairing  struggles  the 
huge  and  vanquished  thing  turned  its  large  and  silvery 
scales  up  to  the  setting  sun,  which  flowed  them  over  with 

f<.*5  / S-*^®®J?,.*^         *°"«<i        to  the  clubhouse  and 
tended  him    -Time,  one  hour  and  three  minutes.  The  fish 
measured  5ft.  6in. 
"  The  anglers  at  Captain  Bettison's  gave  the  game  boy 

WtTn'S"  f  ^®  "^T?®  '*«P«-   '^^^  sunshine  had  got 

back  in  his  face.    It  was  pale  but  triumphant.    He  made 

°J  ^i""*  ^"^^  ^'•'"8  I'eing  out  of  their 

an^vt  v?^''^,^  ""^"^  P^°i«'  ^^o  ^<^  brought 

tancy  tackle  a  long  way  to  catch  a  tarpon  • 

hours/ "^sildaTothrf  twenty-four 

fish.'  ^  ^  ^'^^  '^Dded  that 

TtI'  ^°>.^°^       ^         ""l®  «»»  Captain  Bettison's  boat. 

gets  a  new  reel  from  his  father,  who  witnessed  the 
afnrl^^  ^^^^  *       ^**^?  ^'■o™  wlio  says  '  Rob  is 

Fm  •  ^'^^te^er  that  mea^na."— American 


iTofes  from  t^e  Wovl^. 

The  rumour  that  Sir  Thos.  Lipton  has  taken  Glentana 
IS  at  least  premature,  if  not  incorrect.  The  trustees  want 
.£4,500  for  the  season  up  till  May  next,  and  it  is  very  likely 
uJ  T"',!  '^^^  salmon  rights  will  easily  fetch  the 
half  of  that  sum,  even  although  they  are  considerably  cur- 
tailed.   

Sir  William  had  only  a  life  rent  of  the  North  or  Dinuet 
section,  but  there  is  a  stretch  of  salmon  pools  on  the 
south  side  extending  for  about  four  miles  unequalled  in 
jny  other  part  of  the  country.  If  anyone  were  to  take 
the  house  and  forest  for  the  autumn  he  would  easily  make 
half  his  rental  out  of  the  spring  salmon  fishings,  as  prices 
go  nowadays.   

Lady  Brooks,  the  Marchioness  of  Huntly,  and  Lady 
Frances  Cecil  have  joined  issues  in  the  steps  they  have 
taken  for  the  reduction  of  the  late  baronet's  will  in  their 
favour.  They  wUl  try  and  prove  him  a  domiciled  Scotch- 
man and  then  the  coast  is  clear,  for  in  Scotland  a  wife  is 
entitled  to  a  sixth  of  her  late  husband's  personal  estate,  and 
each  of  the  children  to  a  similar  slice. 


Besides  her  marriage  jointure,  all  that  Lady  Brooks  has 
been  left  is  a  few  sticks  of  furniture  and  a  picture.  A 
bigger  puzzle  to  those  coming  daily  in  contact  with  the 
devoted  couple  during  their  fifteen  years  of  married  life 
cannot  be  conceived  than  that  Sir  William  should  have  left 
his  widow  thus  almost  penniless.  ^61600  a  year  would  not 
keep  Lady  Brooks  in  respectable  lodgings,  let  alone  the 
dignity  of  a  millionaire  and  baronet's  widow.  All  hope  of 
redeeming  such  a  farce  lies  with  the  English  judges. 


The  estuary  of  the  Ythan  is  doing  well.  Mr.  Ritchie  is 
full  up  till  the  25th,  and  rooms  for  August  and  September 
s-;ould  be  booked  at  once.  

The  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York  are  both 
down  for  a  visit  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sassoon  again  at  Tulchan 
Lodge,  Speyside.  The  Duke  will,  in  all  likelihood,  run 
up  to  Gordon  Castle  for  a  week  or  so  at  the  back-end 
salmon  fishing,  which  is  usually  the  best  thereabout  if 
anywhere.   

The  sporting  season  (shooting  and  autumn  fishing) 
promises  to  be  the  best  for  past  few  years  ;  but  socially  it 
will  be  as  dull  as  ditch  water.  The  lack  of  sportsmen  and 
the  accidents  of  the  war  are  already  telling  heavily  on 
the  letting  of  the  smaller  country  houses. 

Braemar,  always  overcrowded  and  turning  dozens  away 
}l  "^"^y'  August,  and  September,  is  this  year 

not  half  let.    There  is  to  be  a  dearth  of  tenants. 

The  Upper  Blackball  water  is  one  of  the  best  reaches  of 
the  Dee  for  a  summer  grilse,  an  occasional  sea  trout  or 
July  salmon,  and  a  good  basket  of  trout  at  any  time.  I 
can  thoroughly  recommend  it  to  anyone  for  a  fortnight's 
fishmg.  -  

The  Duchess  of  Fife  will  be  on  the  Deveron,  at  Banff 
House,  by  the  time  this  is  in  print.  Seldom  during  the 
Duchess's  regime  has  the  river  been  in  trouting  fettle  ;  but 
this  year  it  is  in  capital  order,  and  fish  abundant. 

What  sport  is  being  got  just  now  is  chiefly  to  some 
spinning  lure  or  another.  The  small  phantom  Nos.  1  and 
2  are  the  prime  favourites,  the  waters  being  too  bla«k  and 
peaty  for  the  fly,   

West  and  Strachan,  salmon  lessees,  Buchanhaven,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Ugie,  were  up  again  last  week  for  not 
observing  the  weekly  close  time,  and  were  let  down  with 
the  expenses  of  the  case,  some  £1  143.  Their  plea  this 
time  was  that  they  observed  the  thirty-six  hours,  although 
not  to  the  exact  hour  as  by  the  letter  of  the  law.  The 
sheriff  warned  them  in  future  to  abide  by  the  letter  of  the 
law,  and  let  the  spirit  take  care  of  itself.  And  thnsly  the 
tacksmen  escape. 

The  Loch  Rannooh  fishing  case  has  been  affording  the 
habitues  of  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  immense  fun 
during  the  past  week.  The  action  is  brought  by  Sir 
Robert  Menzies  to  have  the  fishings  regulated,  brought 
under  the  control  of  the  adjacent  proprietors.  This  may 
probably  be  a  well  meaning  action,  but  it  is  meeting  with 
strenuous  opposition,  and  out  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
opposition  has  arisen  the  fun.  Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


m^^lSJ>^^J^^  ^T"^  especially  In  these  days  of 

merits  of  Hn  f.  *""?^  ""^  of      ^O'-'d-  The 

familfar  1^.  Omtment,  which  have  been 

have  been  /tlirmn™  '-^"'°*"^''"?°S''  '='^"««<i  P^OP". 
the  nat^™«  in  ""^.Y^^*!?  spfead  owing  to  these  facilities.  To 

and  indled  ?o  ,if.""u''f°°f  P*''*'  °'  Australia, 
been  JSaon^',t  '"^"""y-  tl^^^e  remedies  have 

dUeasTm.*^  precious  gifts  of  civiUsation.  They  cure 
and  Hv»r  .trH*''*  *Hf  P»i°-   1°  cases  of  fever,  ague! 

wounds  brai^"""  '=°"P'rt=  w«  unequalled,  whilst^fo; 
wounds,  bruises,  sores,  &c.,  they  are  the  best  known  remedies 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  contest  in  aid  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  Saturday  afternoon  last 
in  the  canal,  Alrewas.  Two  special  trains  were  chartered' 
by  the  society  to  convey  the  contestants  and  their  friends 
to  the  scene  of  action,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  both 
trains^  were  filled  to  such  an  extent  that  even  standing 
room  in  the  guard's  van  was  at  a  discount.  The  journey 
was  accomplished  in  excellent  time,  and  as  the  contestants 
left  the  tram  they  were  requested  to  give  up  their  contest 
tickets,  aLd  in  return  were  handed  their  peg  number. 
Over  700  contestants  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  was 


fished  from  both  sides  of  the  canal,  commencing  from  the 
Plaster  Mill  Pound  and  extending  as  far  as  Fradley 
.Junction,  and  up  a  portion  of  the  Coventry  Canal.  The 
contest  was  of  two  hours'  duration,  and  commenced 
at  i.M.  A  strong  wind  was  blowing  during  the  time 
the  contest  was  on,  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
very  clear- state  of  tbe  water  the  takes  of  fish  were  very 
small.  No  fish  under  6in.  in  length,  except  the  gudgeon 
and  roff,  were  weighed-in.  The  winner's  weight  was  only 
Ub.  Oioz.  The  following  are  the  first  ten  prize  winners, 
m  the  order  named:  Mr.  G.  Edwards  (Belmont),  Mr. 
Banks  (All  Saints),  Mr.  A.  Birkin  (Old  Green  Man),  Mr. 
J^^'^^">Si^OTdeB\ey  Waltonians),  Mr.  J.  Morris  (Good 
fv*^'  M5-  ^^'^^  (Bellbam),  Mr.  Atkins  (Convivial),  Mr 
Holhns  (Manor),  Mr.  Unitt  (Jubilee),  and  Mr.  sJtton 
(Chandos).  The  whole  of  the  committee,  twenty  in 
number,  acted  as  umpires,  under  the  instructions  of 
Messrs.  Foster,  Bagley,  and  Shale,  who  acted  as  referees. 
Ihe  prizes  which  have  been  given  by  the  members  and 
clubs  are  this  year  above  the  average,  both  in  number 
and  value,  and  will  be  presented  at  an  early  date,  upon 
r  i!f    n?u°^J!.°?  smoking   concert  wiU  be 

held.  The  Belmont  Society,  it  will  be  noticed,  have 
been  very  fortunate  during  the  last  twelve  months, 
as  they  wiU  now  become  not  only  the  holders  of 
A  f*""'^"DKham  Association  challenge  cup,  but  also  the 
Anglers  Benevolent  Society's  cup.  These,  together  with 
their  own  club,  present  a  very  fine  appearance,  and  may  be 
seen  at  the  White  Swan,  Legge-street,  Birmingham.  The 
■  Vine  Unity  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on  Sunday 
last  in  the  Severn  at  the  Ketch  at  Kemsey ;  about  fifty 
members  competed.  The  contest  was  of  three  hours' 
duration,  no  fish  of  any  kind  under  2oz.  to  be  weighed-in. 
w  P''^®^  ^'■^         <""^sr  named— A.  Randall, 

W.  Shellis,  J  F.  Gregory.  The  winner's  weight  was  a 
little  over  lib.  Two  other  contests  were  fished  in 
the  Severn,  but  the  weights  did  not  exceed  6oz.  The 
hshing  m  the  Severn  is  very  much  off  at  present.  The 
iiellbarn  Sooisty  fished  their  annual  contest  at  Pershore 
in  the  Avon  on  Sunday  last,  when  the  winner.  Mr, 
Brewer,  took  over  61b,  of  fish.  Some  very  good  takes 
ot  fash  are  being  had  from  the  Avon ;  in  fact,  this  will  be 
a  record  year';  in  the  Fladbury  district,  some  very  heavy 
catches  of  bream  and  roach  have  been  had  with  the  stewed 
wheat.  A  special  early  morning  train  will  be  run  to 
Pershore  and  Fladbury  on  Bank  Holiday  Monday  and 
Inesday  next,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  several  clubs  who 
are  fishing  their  contests  in  this  neighbourhood.  On  Mon- 
day evening  last  the  committee  of  the  St.  George's  Angling 
^ociety  held  a  concert  at  their  club-house,  the  Wagon  and 
Horses,  Summer-row,  in  aid  of  a  fund  to  assist  two  very 
old  members  who  had  fallen  into  distress.  The  concert 
was  well  patronised,  and  the  artistes,  both  vocal  and 
musical,  were  numerous  and  above  the  average. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  hot  weather  is  now  beginning  to  affect  the  waters 
and  sport  is  slightly  going  off.  Heavy  thunder  rain  fell  in 
some  parts  of  the  district  on  Monday,  but  it  did  not  last 
long  enough  to  cause  any  material  improvement  of  the 
waters.  The  week-end  excursions  continue  to  bring 
hundreds  of  north-country  anglers  from  Sheffield  and  other 
towns,  and  the  river  banks  are  dotted  all  over  with  fisher- 
men.  Bream  continue  to  furnish  unlimited  sport.  The 
waters  at  the  Boston  end  of  the  Witham  have  yielded 
splendidly,  and  those  who  have  had  the  use  of  a  boat  have 
captured  stones  of  the  bellows-shaped  species  by  fishing  in 
mid-stream.  The  tributaries  of  the  Witham  have  also 
fashed  very  well  indeed,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  rain 
ttie  waters  are  getting  too  transparent  for  successful  sport. 
This  will  particularly  affect  roach  fishermen,  who,  even 
now,  have  to  exercise  the  greatest  care,  both  in  the 
selection  and  manipulation  of  tackle.  The  reports  from 
Forty-foot,  Welland,  and  Glen  are  satisfactory,  but  the 
great  desideratum  is  a  fall  of  rain. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  amongst  roach  and  bream  during  the  past  week 
has  been  excellent  on  most  waters,  and  especially  on  the 
nver  Ancholme,  where  aggregate  takes  of  201b.  to  301b. 
have  been  of  frequent  occurrence,  many  of  the  bream 
scaling  from  31b.  to  41b.  each.    Several  matches  have  also 
been  fished  by  our  local  clubs  on  the  Ancholme  with  very 
fair  results.    The  Hull  Roach  Club  opened  their  season 
near  Appleby  Bridge,  and  although  the  day  was  rather 
unfavourable,   a   very   heavy   shower   of   rain  being 
experienced  during  the  match,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  managed 
to  weigh-in  about  41b.  of  nice  fish;  Mr.  Frank  Carle 
31b.  4Joz.,  for  second  place ;  and  Mr.  G.  Fish,  21b.  loioz  ' 
for  third.    The  East  Riding  A.S.  also  fished  a  match  near 
to  Brigg,  Messrs.  F.  Hurst,  with  31b.  12oz.  (including 
a  bream  of  31b.  6oz.) ;  A.  Wood,  31b.  Joz. ;  and  J. 
Wright,  lib.  12Joz.,  securing  the  first  three  prizes ;  but 
on  Monday  the  West  Hull  Club  visited  Brandy  Wath,  and 
had  some  splendid  sport,  Mr.  Frank  Carle  taking  the  first 
prize  with  over  191b.  of  fish,  several  of  which  were  over  21b 
each,  his  best  bream  scaling  31b.  lloz.    Mr.  T.  Chester 
had  also  some  very  good  fish,  his  heaviest  scaling  31b.  9oz., 
and  several  of  the  other  competitors  had  bream  going 
from  21b.  to  about  31b.  each.    On  July  7  the  HnU  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  held  their 
annual  jubilee  charity  match  and  challenge  shield  com- 
petition on  the  Ancholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  but  the 
weather  was  very  blustery  and  unpropitious  for  angling 
on  the  day    in  question.     Nevertheless,    383  anglers 
avajiled  themselves  of  the  trip  up  the  river  Humber,  and 
took  part  in  the  proceedings,  and  after  struggling  with 
the  elements  for  about  two  and  a  half  hours  the  following 
competitors  were  declared  the  first  four  winners  in  the 
prize  competition,  viz.  :  First,  Mr.  S.  Conyers,  21b.  7ioz  • 
second,  Mr.  E.  Gledhill,  lib.  lof  oz. ;  third,  F.  Simpson 
llh.  8ioz. ;  and  fourth,  Mr.  W.  Bogg,  with  lib.  6oz. ;  the 
challenge  shield  being  won  the  second  year  in  succession 
by  the  Hull  Corporation  Employees   Club ;  Messrs. 
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Blundell,  Speoce,  and  Company's  A.S.  coming  in  second. 
To-day  (July  21)  the  Hull  Preservation  Society's  open 
match  and  "Turner"  Challenge  Cup  competition  will 
take  place  at  the  Sluice.  The  steamer  Her  Majesty  being 
chartered  for  the  occasion,  will  leave  the  Hull  Pier  at 
2  p.m.,  returning  from  the  Sluice  at  8  p.m.  Anglers' 
fares  and  entries  as  usual.  Several  of  our  local  anglers 
have  visited  the  river  Derwent  during  the  past  week,  and 
met  with  fair  sport  amongst  roach  and  bream,  several  of 
the  latter  scaling  from  21b.  to  31b.  each,  Wressle  and  Men- 
thorpe  Ferry  being  the  scene  of  operations.  The  Central 
Hull  A.S.  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal,  in  what  is  generally  known  as 
the  "  Narrows,"  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow 
taking  first  prize  with  51b.  3Joz. ;  Mr.  J.  Woodall  being 
second,  with  31b.  7|oz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Sloan,  third,  with  a 
little  over  31b.  The  river  Hull  is  now  fiehiog  much  better, 
especially  in  the  tidal  waters,  the  weed  nuisance  having 
much  abated  ;  and  as  the  waters  are  in  very  nice  condition 
some  good  sport  amongst  roach  and  dace  may  be  reason- 
ably expected  during  the  coming  week.  In  the  Wawne 
and  Cicsy  district  shoals  of  large  roach  are  on  the  rise, 
and  odd  fish  of  good  size  are  now  being  taken  with  paste 
by  ledgering  the  deeps.  Both  maggot  and  straw  bait  are 
taking  well  in  the  upper  waters  ;  but  until  the  weeds  are 
cut  above  the  look  no  very  great  takes  will  be  made  with 


paste,  the  heavy  fish  still  feeding  on  aqnatio  insects  and 
young  weed  shoots. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Boat  House  A.  S.,  Irlam,  fished  their  first  match 
at  home  on  Saturday  last  in  the  CP. A. A.  watsrs.  All 
the  prizes  were  given  by  gentlemen,  and  were  awarded  as 
follows  to  Messrs.  J.  H.  Lea,  W.  JefErys,  J.  Hopkinson, 
J.  Taylor,  J.  Birch,  J.  Tynan,  and  J.  Rsyle.  After  the 
match  the  evening  was  spent  in  a  social  manner. 
Councillor  J.  J.  Upton  presiding.  The  Clifton  Arms 
A.  S.  are  due  at  Astley  on  the  28th  to  fish  their  second 
match  of  the  season.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Warrington  A. A.,  it  was  announced  that  the  voting  for 
the  relinquishing  of  the  rights  of  the  Gowy  had  been 
approved  by  197,  whilst  83  were  for  retaining  the  fishing, 
and  two  were  nen.tral.  Steps  will  now  be  taken  to 
terminate  the  tenancy.  Two  trespassers  on  the  BoUin 
were  allowed  to  apologise;  it  appears  some  misunder- 
standing had  taken  place  or  they  would  not  have  been 
thera.  When  the  association  reaches  600  no  one  will  be 
admitted  who  resides  outside  the  borough  of  Warrington, 
and  not  many  vacancies  remain  to  be  filled,  so  hurry  up. 
A  new  society  has  been  formed  near  Bolton,  and  will  be 
known  as  the  Dixon  Green  A.S.,  with  headquarters  at  the 
Congregational  School.     The  Rev.  S.  McCrirrick  is 


president;  Mr.  W.  Young,  vice-president;  Mr.  W. 
Wolstencrott,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  J.  Smalley,  secretary. 
The  new  venture  b  to  be  conducted  on  temperance  lines , 
and  they  will  join  the  Farnworth  Association.  _  The 
Tyldesley  and  District  Angling  Association  are  paying  a 
visit  to  the  canal  at  Vicars  Hall  to  fish  their  second  match. 
On  the  last  occasion  they  had  good  sport.  The  Robin 
Hood  A.S.,  Clifton,  opened  the  season  at  Swinton  on 
Saturday  last,  the  nine  prizes  going  to  Messrs.  C.  Roth- 
well,  B.  Greenhalgh,  Jos.  Duddle,  Jas.  Morris,  W.  Booth, 
B.  Wallwork,  S.  Jackson,  T.  Jackson,  jun.,  and  T.  Jack- 
son, sen.  Their  next  match  is  at  Waverton  on 
August  18.  The  last  match  of  the  Urmston  and 
Fliiton  A.S.  was  fished  at  Irlam,  and  to-day  (Wednesdy) 
they  fish  again  in  the  same  waters  a  third  event.  The 
annual  outing  is  to  Chester  on  Bank  Holiday,  Angust  6. 
A  record  entry  has  been  obtained  for  the  boys'  match  at 
Worsley  to-day,  that  of  last  year  (fifty-six)  has  been 
slightly  exceeded.  The  members  of  the  St.  Helen's 
Anglers  are  due  at  Little  Budworth  on  the  26th,  the 
occasion  being  the  annual  visit  to  this  water.  The  anglers 
of  Liverpool  are  very  busy,  every  club  and  association 
being  engaged  in  spirited  contests  of  some  sort.  Our 
rivers — the  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune — together  with  their 
tributaries,  are  suSering  very'much  from  scarcity  of  water, 
and  only  in  the  evening  is  a  fish  to  be  had. 
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A.berdeeil. — Wm.  Beown,  64,  Gteorgo-st. 


A.lliwick  — Haedt  Baos.,  L.  &  N.  British 

Works.  

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 


Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chambbblain. 


Ashbourne.— D.  and  w.  h.  Postbb. 


Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.- 

High-street. 


EowR,  62, 


Beccles. — K-  Tilnet  a  Son. 


Exmonth. — Miss  Ellis,  Ply-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terraoe. 


Fairford,  Olos.— Samuel  Buege. 


Belfast.— J-  Beaddbll  &  Son,  21,  Castle- 
place.  

Binuingham. — Samuel  B.  Allpobt, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  BowLBK,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Moegan,  2i,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Panl's-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Rtdee  &  Sons,  1,  Porchester-st. 

Wm.  Steenbeeg,  43,  Soho-hill.  

Bishop  Anckland  — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn.— Jambs  Geegson,  Penny-ot. 

Bolton— W.  Bleaklet,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dteb,  19  *  20,  Queen- 
street. 


Bridport. — Joseph  Gundbt  A  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufaotnrera. 
William  James. 
Geoege  Kenwat. 
W.  TucKEE,  Manufaotnrer. 

Builth  Wells.— Septimus  Peick,  12, 
High-street. 

W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Depot. 

Barton,  Derbyshire.— J-  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens^  


Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 
Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salingee,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings. — Dowsett,  a.  C,  10,  York 
Buildings.  

Henley-on-Thames. — Mead,  Stanley, 
Dnke  street. 


Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22J,  Maylord-st. 
Hertford. — Simson  &  Co.,  Market-plaoe. 
Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 


Hungerford. 

street. 


-Feeeman  Beos.,  Bridge- 


Inverness. —  J.  Geaham  &  Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 


Cardiff.— B.  Eichabdson,  "Silver Fish," 
Bridge-street. 
William  Da  vies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — E-  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  ConneU.— J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winoh- 
comb-street. 
Ogden  &  Scotfobd,  PittviUe.  [Whole- 
sale &  Retail.]  

Caiudleigh,  Devon  —J.  B.  Teuman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wea- 
leyan-road.  

Darlingrton. — J-  P-  Smtthe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-at. 

Dublin— C.  Webkbs  a  Co.,  26  &  27, 
Easex-quay.  [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

Edinburgh. — Haedt  Bros.,  5,  Soutli  St. 

David-street.  

Eton. — Cecil  Howlett. 
Exeter. — W.  Osborne,  251,  High-etoeet. 
E.  F.  Peiokman,  12,  North-atreet. 


Killarney. — T.  McCarthy,  Main-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devom.— S.  Peeeott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Eingston-on-Thames  —  J.  R.  Eichabd- 
son, 67,  High-street. 
J.  E.  Willingham,  35,  High-street. 

Langholm. — Job  Andbbson,  59,  High-at 

Leamington  Spa.— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Beos.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

C.  J.  Brooks,  43,  Park-lane. 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19.  New  Station-street. 

Leicester. — H.  Clark  &  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 


Leybum,  Torks.- 

Offioe. 


-J.  P.  Lyon,  Post 


Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-atreet. 

[Wholesale  &  Eetail.]  

Lincoln. — Andrews  &  Paekinson,  36, 

Melville-street. 
M.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  —  w.   Eamsbottow.  14b, 

North  John-street. 
H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 
E.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebam-atreet. 

London. — T.  Aldeed,   110,  Edgware- 
road,  N.W. 
Alfeed  a  Son,  20,  Moorgate-at.,  B.C. 

P.  Anstiss,  23,  First-st, Walton- st,  S.W. 
Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Sily«r-street,  Not- 
ting  HiU. 

W.  Baetleet  a  Sons,  11  &  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  B.C. 
[Wholeaale  only.] 

Bbnetfink  &  Co.,  89,  96,  107  &  108, 
Gheapside,  E.C. 


London — Continued. 

J.  Bernard  &  Sons,  5,  Chnroh-plaoe, 

Piccadilly 
C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Cabtee  &  Co.,  137,  St.  John-atreet- 

road,  E.C. 
R.  Dillon,  78,  Viotoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

Eaton  ft  Dellbe,  6  &  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Farlow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
Forrest  &  Sons,  24,  Themas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
•Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's -street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Petter-lane,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  &  Eetail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

W.  T.  Hancock  &  Co.,  4,  Pall  Mall- 
place,  and  308,  High  Holborn. 

Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch: 
61,  Pall  Mall. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  216,  Cambridge-road, 
E. 

G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bnlmer),  62, 

Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 
Holbbow  &  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 
HolboydBbos.,  59,  Graoeohuroh-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  &  Co.,  63,  Haymarket, 
S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James's. 

Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 

Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  &  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-road, 
W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Mabtin,  8,  Seymour-atreet, 
Euston-aquare. 

J.  Eichardson  (late  of  Dunhill's),  123, 
Enston-road,  N.W. 

Mrs.  Sowerbutts,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  B. 
A..  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston- square,  W. 
P.  T.  Williams  &  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Queen-street. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Fbbd.w.  C!ookb, 

Short  Bridge-street.  

Norwich  — A.  J.  Eudd  54  London-at.  ; 

J.  J.  Eice,  16,  Wensnm-street. 

Nottingham.— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Suaaex- street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carringfton-atreet. 

J.  Theakeb,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  &  Co.,  1,  Suaaex-atreet. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J-  B.  Whitehouse,  Rutland  ; 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Marhet-st. 
Oxford. — Jambs  Innes,  42,  Queen-at. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Beooks,    30a,  \ 
Southside-street. 
C.  A  E.  Bbooks,  62,  Southside-street. 
Heardee  &  Sons,  195,  Union -street. 

Reading.— J.  Pebby  a  Co.,  6,  Minster- 

parade.  

Redditch.— S.  Allcock  a  Co.,  Standard  ' 
'  Works.       [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Baetleet  A  Sons,  Abbey  Milla. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfeed  Bookeb  A  Co.  Midland  Needle- 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  Milward  a  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  A  Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.]  

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames  — Gatnob  * 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvERARD  EiPLEY,  5,  Kiug-atreet. 

Richmond,  Torks.— Chas.  Spbncbb, 

Finkle-street. 

Rothbury  — W.  Matin. 
J.  Soulsby. 


Macclesfield.- 

gate. 


-J.  H.  Peabn,  38,CheBter- 


Machynlleth.  —  B. 

House. 


Peabce,  Coventry 


Manchester. — w.  Chambbes  a  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Haedy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

12  and  14,  Monlt-st.,  Cross-st. 
E.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark, — D.  Slateb,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R-  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-street, 
MuBTON.  [Wholesale  A  Retail.] 
Thos.  Papb  27,  Collingwood-atreet. 


Scarborough.  — S.  M.  Patbick,  5,  Nortb- 
atreet,  Newboro'. 
Wm.  J.  Claeke,  44,  Huntreas-row. 

Southampton.— Cox  A  Macphbesow 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  A  Son,  28,  High-atreet. 

Swansea. — B.  Evans  a  Co.,  Swanae* 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Caatle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — Gbobgb  Hinton,  Pore-at. 

Thrapston.— A.  Babgh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.Devon.— J- I>-Bas»abd, 

Torridge  House.  

Twickenham.— F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7 
London-road. 


Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J-  L 

Andeews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  —  D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  —T.  Shakbspbabb,  9, 

Market-street. 


York. — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportaman'a  Depot, 
Davy-Kate- 
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FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Union  Chapel  A.S.  fished  the  second  stage  of  the 
olnb  ohampionship  at  Marple  last  week-end.    The  sport 
was  very  poor,  only  two  taking  fish — Messrs.  0.  E. 
Henshall  and  Lewis  Needham.    Mr.  L.  Peets,  of  the 
Good  Intent  A. 8.,  Manchester,  was  fortunate  in  catching 
five  perch,  each  over  lib. ,  on  Saturday  last  in  private  waters. 
The  Stag  A.S.  had  a  good  muster  at  the  last  meeting,  and 
after  disposing  of  business  had  a  good  supper,  and  then 
a  good  social  programme  was  negotiated,  Mr.  B.  Kenny 
presiding.    The  Old  House  at  Home  A.S.  visited  Chester 
last  Sunday,  and  fished  one  of  their  contests.  Thirty- 
eight  members  competed,  and  twenty-five  caught  fiah,  the 
total  weight  211b.  5oz.    All  the  prizes  were  won,  the  first 
six  being  Messrs.  R.  Pendlebury,  F.  Smith,  G.  Thompson, 
G.  Flint,  W.  Eidgway,  and  J.  Berry.    The  Moss  Side 
Socials  have  decided  to  fish  their  second  match  under  the 
same  conditions  as  the  first,  and  with  the  same  referees, 
Their  private  waters  have  yielded  some  good  fish  lately. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Wagstaffe  secured  three  king  carp,  gross,  lOJlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Jesse  Keys  one  of  31b.  6Joz.    The  secretary  calls 
attention  to  the  rules,  &o.,  of  the  championship  contests. 
The  Ardwick  A.S.  fished  their  first  match  at  Saxilby 
last  week-end.   All  the  prizes  offered  were  won  easily  by 
the  following:    Messrs.    R.  Smith,  Jas.  Newton,  J. 
Mitchell,  E.  Burgess,  J.  Hartley,  T.  Swann,  E.  Small- 
shaw,  J.  Bryant,  A.  Chivers,  McDermott,  and  T.  Sinnett. 
J  as.  Newton  takes  special  for  the  largest  fish,  and  T.  Sinnett 
special^  for  largest  roach.    Mr.  Jas.  Walker  was  referee. 
The  Victoria  A.S.,  Longsight,  fished  a  match  at  Poynton 
last  week  end,  when  sport  was  "  not  at  all  good."  Pour 
prizes  were  awarded  to  Messrs.  V.  Hothersall,  T.  Tipler, 
T.  Seywell,  and  W.  Mairs.   The  last  delegate  meeting  of 
the  County  Palatine  A.S.  was  attended  by  delegates  from 
forty-two  clubs.    Since  the  previous  meeting  eight  clubs 
have  become  affiliated.    Several  items  of  interest  were 
disposed  of,  including  a  resolution  to  nominate  all  officers 
and  committee  at  the  September  meeting  for  election  in 
November.    During  the  evening  the  challenge  cud  and 
medals  were  handed  to  the  various  winners.    A  special 
delegate  Meeting  is  to  be  held  on  July  26,  to  consider  the 
question  of  a  championship  competition.    The  secretary 
writes  to  say  that  the  Irlam  waters  are  fishing  much 
better,  and  some  nice  roach  are  being  taken.    Several  rods 
from  this  city,  at  Dogdyke,  last  week-end  met  with  very 
fair  sport,  and  succeeded  in  landing  some  decent  fish  of 
various  kinds,  although  thunder  lurked  in  the  district. 
FROM  NORFOLK. 
Some  fine  perch  up  to  ^\h.  each  have  been  taken  on 
Oulton  Broad  during  the  last  few  days.    On  the  Bure, 
above  Wroxham,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Marlstaithe, 
some  splendid  roach,  some  of  them  2Jlb.  in  weight,  have 
been  caught.    Sport  everywhere  is  looking  up,  as  foretold 
in  last  week's  notes,  and  prospects  are  good  for  some  time. 
On  the  Tare  nothing  sensational  has  been  done,  but  fair, 
steady  sport  has  been  the  rule  of  this  as  well  as  of  other 
rivers  in  the  district.   With  a  continuance  of  the  hot 
weather  bream  fishing  should  be  good  presently. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  intensely  hot,  and  anglers  have 
caught  the  most  fish  in  the  cool  of  the  evening.  Marked 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  barbel  swims,  and  these 
have  yielded  a  fair  quantity  of  fish  to  the  taU  end  of  the  lob- 
worm.  At  Kelham.  Mr.  W.  Hall,  of  the  Kelham  Club 
has  excelled.    Mr.  J.  Truman  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Jackson,  of 
the  City  Piscatorials,  have  killed  five  or  six  at  the  head  of 
Averham  Weirs;  and  on  Saturday  Mr.  H.  Green  had 
four  from  the  top  of  Colwick  Weirs.    Large  numbers  have 
oome  to  hand  from  the  free  waters  of  the  city  near  Wilford 
Colliery,  and  also  f rc  m  the  Bleasby  district,  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  majority  were  foul  hooked ;  anyway,  flights  of 
hooks  were  used,  and  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  might  do 
good  service  by  causing  inquiries  to  be  made.  The 
Waltonian  Society  have  fished  a  match  at  Fiakerton, 
when  the  leadiog  prizes  were  won  by  the  following :  1st 
W.  Mills  ;  2nd,  J.  Eansom  ;  3rd,  J.  Tidy  ;  4th,  J.  Long. 
Thirty-four  members  took  part,  and  the  outing  was  much 
enjoyed.    At  Shardlow,  last  Saturday,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
o^r^'  employing  creed  wheat,  caught  no  fewer  than 
243  roach.    The  catch  is  surely  a  record  one.    Mr.  Wallis 
only  retained  a  few  of  the  heaviest  fish.    Barbelling,  on 
the  section,  has  so  far  proved  unremuaerative,  though  the 
waters  teem  with  fish.   At  Wilford  takes  of  chub,  barbel, 
and  roach  have'been  effected  by  Mr.  E.  Bayley,  Mr.  J. 
Boyd,  Mr.  A.  Neep,  and  other  subscribers.   Worms  are 
m  great  demand,  and  thousands  upon  thousands  are  daily 
being  dispatched  to  the  Thames. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  grand  weather  we  have  been  experiencing  of  late, 
with  occasional  rainfalls,  has  vastly  improved  the  waters 
patronised  by  our  anglers.  Splendid  sport  has  been  met 
with  m  the  Witham  in  the  Boston  district.  Anglers  have 
been  very  numerous  at  Anthony  Goats,  and  the  majority 
nave  done  exceedingly  well.  One  angler  in  particular  had 
t^iu^^n  "^i^^^y  bream  drawing  the  scale  at 

iblb.  He  had  three  dishes  in  addition,  composed  of  bream 
weighing  from  21b.  downwards.  In  the  Mount  Pleasant 
and  Cowbridge  drains  roach  have  come  on  the  feed,  and 
if  a,re  in  very  nice  condition  and  plentiful.  Creed 
wheat  has  been  the  killing  bait,  and  one  anglor  by  this 
means  secured  301b.  of  fish  ranging  from  a  little  over  lib. 
downwards.  The  Trent  is  also  doing  much  better,  and  at 
TO^  ""^^^  bream  have  been  grassed, 

ine  WiBbeoh  district  continues  to  provide  good  sport,  and 
toeam  are  weU  on  the  feed,  some  of  the  catches,  especiaUy 
ot  local  men,  running  to  several  stones.   Worms  are  the 
Hlling  bait  in  these  waters.   Trout  fishing  ia  very  quiet. 
WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  weather  has  been  almost  tropical,  and  the 
oistnot  visited  by  heavy  tempest,  a  great  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  in  the  early  morning  and  in  the 


evenings  sport  has  been  good.  In  the  middle  part  of  the 
day  little  has  been  done  except  by  some  few  who  had  the 
privilege  of  fishing  some  private  water,  and  who,  under 
the  bushes  in  some  trout  streams,  had  good  sport. 
Messrs.  M.  T.  Perks  and  Thrift  had  fifteen  brace  between 
them  and  some  very  fine  eels  ;  others  had  three  to  five 
brace  each.  In  the  Teme  in  the  evenings  some  nice 
catches  of  trout  and  grayling  were  had,  chiefly  with  the 
fly,  and  the  dace  went  well  at  the  Black  and  at  the  maggot. 
The  Avon  has  been  well  patronised,  and  good  sport  had 
among  the  bream  and  roach  all  along  the  line  from 
Evesham  to  Twyning  Fleet.  Boach  are  now  well  on  the 
wheat,  and  on  Friday  morning  last  Mr.  Baynes,  of 
Evesham,  had  a  nice  catch  of  141b.,  some  very 
fine  specimens  among  them,  and  amad  bream  are 
taking  the  same  bait.  On  Saturday  afternoon  last 
the  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club  had 
their  first  contest  at  Wyre  Piddle,  and  the  members 
mustered  well.  It  was  a  three  hours  pegged-down 
contest,  Mr.  A.  Glover  (the  secretary  of  the  club)  taking 
first  prize  with  71b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Hill,  second ;  Geo. 
Evans,  third ;  T.  Payne,  fourth  ;  B.  Hill,  fifth  ;  J.  Bowen, 
sixth  ;  W.  Potter,  seventh  ;  B.  Tyler,  eighth  ;  H.  Knight, 
ninth.  Nothing  under  3oz.  passed  the  scales.  The  Good 
Intent  Club  journeyed  to  Martly,  by  brake,  to  fish  their 
competition,  on  Sunday,  in  the  Teme,  but  found  the  water 
quite  thick,  so  postponed  the  contest  and  had  a  picnic 
instead  ;  most  of  the  members  were  very  jolly  when  they 
returned  home.  Very  little  done  in  the  Severn,  and  that 
little  chiefly  among  the  roach,  a  few  fair  dishes  of  which 
were  taken  with  the  paste  and  maggot.  The  Upton-on- 
Severn  Club  commenced  their  competitions  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  in  Eyall  Meadow,  close  to  the  town ;  sport 
decidedly  bad.  George  Humphries  succeeded  in  taking  a 
couple  of  very  fine  perch,  thereby  securing  first  prize, 
beating  the  cracks,  though  fishing  with  a  rod  like  a  clothes 
prop,  and  line  strong  enough  to  draw  a  boat  up  the  river. 
The  only  other  prize  taken  was  one  for  daddy  ruffes, 
which  was  taken  by  H.  Griffin.  Their  second  competition 
was  on  Saturday,  when  again  they  had  bad  luck,  Mr.  A. 
Coombe  taking  a  prize  with  a  2|oz.  fish,  and  George 
Weston  the  daddy  ruffe  prize,  no  other  prize  being  taken. 
Perch  are  weU  on  the  feed  in  all  the  rivers,  and  a  few  jack 
have  been  taken. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  St.  Laurence  (York)  Friendly 
Angling  Society  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season 
on  July  14  at  Sutton.    Sport  was  not  successful,  the 
catches  being  very  low.    The  outing,  however,  was  most 
enjoyable.    The  chief  prize  winners  were  Messrs.  Hard 
castle,  Newby,  Dawe,  Jonas,  jun.,  Jonas,  sen.,  A.  Lock- 
wood,  Pears,  Banks,  G.  Lee,  H.  Skilbeck,  Goodall,  and 
Recketts ;  whilst  Messrs.  Green  and  Lockwood  were 
vrinners  of  specials.    On  the  same  date  the  Groves  A.S., 
York,  fished  their  first  match  in  Mr.  W.  E.  Stanyforth's 
park  at  Kirk  Hammerton,  and  obtained  excellent  sport, 
some  very  fine  baskets  being  secured.    The  chief  prize 
winners  were  Messrs.  W.  E.  Stevens,  J.  Eobson,  Kidd,  T. 
Garnet,  Cowe,  Willoock,  Eaisbeck,  Taylor,  Newey,  and 
H.  Dale.    The  members  of  the  Fox  Inn  Sea  Fishing  and 
Outing  Clubs,  York,  held  their  annual  competition  at 
Scarborough  on  July  16.    There  was  good  sport,  the 
aggregate^  catch  being  43t.  31b.    Mr.  Charles  Linfcot  took 
the_  premier  award,  and  he  also  gained  the  honour  of 
having  his  name  inscribed  on  the  champion  silver  cup,  which 
has  to  be  won  three  times.   The  river  Ouse  continues  in 
fine  condition,  and  good  sport  is  obtainable.    Allowing  for 
the  weed  nuisance,  moderate  sport  may  be  had  at  Foss. 
The  Derwent  waters  are  in  fine  trim,  though  running  low. 
The  Eye  and  Riccall  do  not  afford  much  fishing  at  present. 
The  Ure  prospects  were  brightened  by  the  recent  thunder 
rains.    The  Swale  having  been  very  low  and  bright, 
anglers  had  little  to  report  on  Saturday,  but  the  outlook 
was  better.    Evening  fishing  has  been  the  most  encourag- 
ing to  Nidd  rodsmen.   There  were  satisfactory  reports 
from  the  Wharfe  on  July  14,  mostly  relating  to  evening 
fishing,  the  weather  being  much  too  warm  in  the  daytime. 
The  most  tempting  baits  at  present  are  the  minnow  and 
upstream  worm ;  whilst  amongst  the  flies  Snipe  Bloa, 
Knotted  Midge,  Poults  Light  and  Dark,  and  Orange 
Partridge  with  tinsel  prove  the  most  destructive.  The 
Eek  waters  being  exceedingly  low,  have  yielded  no  sport 
worth  mentioning.    Scarborough-visiting  anglers  should 
find  enjoyment  in  the  upper  Derwent,  Scalby,  and  Burnis- 
ton  Becks,  natural  flies  being  abundant ;  but  allowance 
must  be  made  for  the  low  and  bright  state  of  the  streams. 
Early  morning  and  evening  fishing  gives  the  best  promise 
of  success. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


BREEDING  FEBB  EISING  FISH. 
Dear  Marston,— "  H.  D.  M.'s  "  letter  is  worthy  of 
consideration.  That  it  is  practical,  and  could  be  followed 
as  a  law  unto  fiah  breeders  is  less  certain,  in  my  opinion  ; 
but  that  goes  for  little,  as  I  am  aware.  I  think  I  may,  in 
aU  courtesy,  be  permitted,  from  my  own  point  of  view,  to 
point  out  wherein  I,  individually,  do  not  quite  see  my  way 
to  follow  "  H.  D.  M.  "  in  his  reasoning. 

In  the  first  place,  I  think  he  takes  too  much  for  granted. 
He  forms  a  certain  hypothesis,  and  upon  this  he  appears  to 
rest  his  arguments  and  advance  his  theory. 

Now,  I  cannot  quite  agree  to  his  starting  point,  which  is 
as  follows : 

"  l  assume  that  the  number  of  trout  in  a  trout  stream  of 
any  size  is  generally  a  minority,  and  often  we  should  be 
fortunate  if  10  per  cent,  of  the  trout  in  a  large  pool  were 


really  on  the  rise.  Suppose,  then,  from  this  large  pool,  or 
from  any  given  area  containing  500  trout,  fifty  of  the  best 
rising  fish  are  taken  with  the  fly  year  by  year  "  ;  and  then 
he  asks  if  is  likely  that  "  the  trout  which  remain  will  breed 
a  stock  of  fish  less  apt  to  rise  than  before,"  and  so  forth. 

Now,  how  does  he  get  at  his  data  ?  Ten  per  cent,  in 
northern  English  and  in  Scotch  rivers  of  rising  trout, 
when  the  trout  are  fairly  "  on  the  job,"  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  ridiculously  small  percentage.  When  the  March  Brown 
is  "  on,"  the  water  at  times  is  literally  alive  with  trout, 
and  this  even  on  large  and  very  hard  fished  rivers  like  the 
Tweed,  from  the  banks  of  which  I  pen  this  letter. 

He  does  not  take  sufficiently  into  consideration  the 
characters  of  the  various  rivers  ;  nor  does  he  consider  the 
difference  which  the  season  of  the  year  makes  even  on  the 
same  river. 

For  instance,  of  two  Scottish  rivers  exceedingly  well 
known  to  me,  in  one — from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  the  trout  fishing  season — the  artificial  fly  is  almost 
exclusively  the  lure.  Certainly  it  is  the  best  of  lures,  save 
while  the  creeper  season  (a  short  one)  is  on,  and  even 
then  the  fly  is  a  sound  and  good  lure  there.  In  the  other, 
after  a  time,  the  artificial  fly  is  of  little  use,  save  in  the 
evening  or  at  night,  for  the  sufficient  reason  that  trout  find 
abundance  of _  bottom  food  of  all  sorts — minnows,  worms, 
creeper,  caddis,  &c. — and  become  for  the  time  the  reverse 
of  free  rising  f^h.  Yet  in  March,  April,  and  early  in 
May,  they  are,  and  again  in  the  warm  evenings  in  June 
and  July  they  boU  like  a  pot. 

In  the  former  river  I  suspect  that  the  supply  of  such 
food  below  the  surface  is  small.  Minnows  I  know  are  not 
common,  and  so  the  trout  hover  near  the  surface  in  search 
of  "  daily  bread,"  i.e.  flies,  and  are  free  risers  from  sheer 
necessity. 

When  trout  take,  in  June,  July,  and  August,  to  bottom 
feeding,  t'nen  the  percentage  of  rising  fish  is  safe  to  be  at  a 
minimum.  _  Why  ?  Because  the  family  are  mostly  down- 
stairs at  dinner,  and  only  the  few  are  having  a  sly  nibble 
in  the  attics. 

But  there  are  other  factors  not  sufficiently  reckoned 
upon,  such  as  the  fact  that  the  hard-fished  trout  of  certain 
rivers  are,  in  the  true  fly  season,  free  risers  to  the  natural 
insect,  but  are  knowing  and  capricious  to  a  degree  when 
the  artificial  is  offered  as  a  substitute  by  the  angler, 
"  charm  he  ever  so  wisely." 

In  another  place  I  make  a  suggestion  (one,  I  fear, 
bristling  with  practical  difficulties)  which  would  ensure 
breeding  from  trout  which  had  fallen  greedy  victims  to 
the  fly,  and  such  flies  !  and  tied  on  such  gut  as  a  Test  or  an 
Itchen  trout  would  view  with  amusement  and  scorn. 

To  breed  from  the  "cutest"  fish  is  not  wanted, 
evidently,  but  from_  those  who  do  not  turn  aside  from 
vanity.  These  gulp  it  down — for  there  are  fools  amongst 
fish  as  amongst  folks,  and  wisdom  is  justified  in  her 
children,  jea,  even  in  trout. 

It  is  one  thing  for  the  trout  to  take  a  fly  in  its  natural 
state,  and  many  fish,  even  Itchen  fish,  in  the  old  Barge 
river,  are  free  risers  of  an  August  evening,  as  I  have 
testified,  but  only  at  the  natural  insect,  or  free  risers. 
The  School  Board  and  the  Public  School  hard  by  have 
left  their  impress  on  these  well-educated  fish,  apparently. 

I  think  that  such  fish  may  be  said  to  be  bred  "  knowing  " 
rather  than  shy,  and  this  I  agree  to,  but  to  attempt  to 
rear  a  class  of  free  rising  trout  on  the  lines  laid  down  by 
"  H.  D.  M."  would,  I  think,  prove  a  failure  in  practice. 
—I  am,  yours  faithfully,  E.  M.  Tod. 

FEEDING  TEOUT  ON  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  now  used  Herr  Jaffe's  fish  meal 
for  two  seasons,  I  can  vouch  for  its  being  an  excellent  food, 
and  I  quite  agree  with  Herr  Jaffe  that  horseflesh  is  very 
bad,  especially  for  breeding  fish.  I  lost  a  number  of  very 
fine  female  fish  this  year  owing  to  their  not  being  able  to 
get  rid  of  their  spawn,  their  insides  being  perfectly 
clogged  up  with  fat.  I  can  show  a  pond  full  of  fish,  only 
just  thirteen  months  old,  that  average  9in.  in  length.  I 
tried  the  meal  on  a  lot  of  small  fry  this  year,  and  lost  a 
good  many,  and  I  attribute  it  to  the  small  sharp  particles 
of  bone,  and  as  soon  as  I  stopped  it  I  lost  no  more.  For 
yearlings  nothing  can  be  better,  but  I  should  not  care  to 
use  fish  meal  unless  I  knew  it  was  made  from  pure  fresh 
fish,  also  from  fish  containing  very  little  oU.  Cods'  livers 
(after  the  oil  has  been  partially  extracted)  are  excellent 
food  for  poultry  and  young  pheasants,  but  I  should  be 
very  sorry  to  use  it  for  fish  feeding.  All  fat  and  oil  is 
very  indigestible.  I  prepare  the  fish  meal  by  mixing 
10  per  cent,  flour  and  the  dry  meal  well  together,  then 
adding  boiling  water  sufficient  just  to  moisten  it  all 
thoroughly,  press  it  well  down  and  leave  it  till  morning, 
when  it  will  be  as  hard  as  a  cheese.  I  then  pass  it  through 
an  Enterprise  chopper,  and  bring  it  out  like  worms,  and 
if  the  right  proportion  of  boiling  water  has  been  used  it 
will  remain  as  such,  and  not  stick  together  again.  In  this 
state  the  trout  go  for  it,  and  break  it  up  well.  I  prefer  to 
pay  a  good  price  for  a  good  article  in  preference  to  a 
cheaper  price  for  an  inferior  article. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Thomas  King's  remarks  about  the 
mussel  shells  being  indigestible,  I  believe  Herr  Jaffe  only 
prepares  the  mussels  in  that  way  for  his  spawning  fish, 
and  they  have  a  wonderful  po  jver  of  expelling  any  particles 
that  are  too  large  ;  and  how  do  young  trout  manage,  who 
eat  thousands  of  water  snails,  as  weU  as  small  mussels — 
shells  and  all  ?— Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Wilson. 

Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kitkby  Lonsdale. 

THROUGH  THE  KILLERIES— LEENANE  FISH- 
ING. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  read  Mr.  F.  E.  Longley's  article  in 
your  issue  of  July  7,  and  feel  impelled  to  warn  your 
readers  against  some  of  the  misleading  statements  con- 
tained in  this  gushing  account.  My  visit  to  Leenane  was 
made  within  the  present  month,  and  is  therefore  up  to 
date.    To  begin  with,  the  river  Erriff  is  in  private  hands. 
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80  that  all  chance  of  a  day's  salmon  angling  may  be  at 
once  abandoned.  The  mountain  streams  available  to  the 
wandering  angler  contain  only  small  fingerling  trout,  and 
the  hotel  loughs  now  hold  nothing  better  than  6in. 
"browries."  They  are  white  fleshed,  and  two  dozen 
which  I  caught  in  a  day  did  not  weigh  more  than  IJlb. 
For  the  privilege  of  making  this  magnificent  sport  I  was 
charged  7s.  6d.  per  day  for  the  right  to  fish,  2s.  6d.  per 
day  tor  use  of  boat,  and  had  to  seek  and  pay  men  to  row 
the  said  boat.  This  increased  the  cost  another  68.  per 
day.  Hire  of  car  to  lough  lOs.,  and  2a.  6d.  for  driver. 
Is.  for  man's  lunch,  and  2s.  the  ferry.  Thus  the  total 
cost  per  day  for  fishing  at  Lsenane  came  to  £1  lis.  6d.  My 
hotel  bill  is  at  your  disposal  if  you  wish  to  see  it,  and  I  can 
refer  you  to  aome  friends  of  mine  who  were  there  at  the 
same  time  in  confirmation  of  these  statements.  As  a 
lovely  holiday  resort  I  endorse  all  that  Mr.  Longley  says 
of  the  Killeries;  but  it  is  wrong  to  represent  it  as  an 
angler's  paradise.  There  is  nothing  there  worthy  of  the 
name  of  sport,  even  if  it  were  free,  to  the  wandering 
angler.  There  are  scores  of  good  trout  loughs  opea  and 
free  to  all  comers  in  other  parts  of  Ireland ;  and  to  charge 
7s.  6d.  per  day  for  the  right  to  catch  fingerlings  can  only 
be  described  as  a — novelty  ! — Yours  truly, 
Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gednet. 

BAIT  PEESERVATIVES. 

Deae  Sir,—"  Angler  "  will  find  "  Pormaldehyd  "  quite 
the  simplest  and  best  bait  preservative,  for  fish  baits 
especially. _  It  is  usually  sold  as  "formalin,"  a  40  per 
cent,  solution,  and  an  ounce  of  this  latter  may  be  safely 
mixed  with  lOOoz.  of  water  before  use  for  preserving  fish 
baits.  I  have  had  baits  for  a  year  in  a  much  weaker 
solution.  They  keep  without  shrinking,  and  do  not 
change  colour  in  any  way.  Formalin  is  not  dear,  and  can 
be  obtained  from  any  large  chemist's. 

G.  _H.  R.  Hart  will  get  very  good  trout  fishing  in  Lough 
Melvin  (BeUeek)  in  August,  with  four  kinds  of  trout.  The 
hotels  are  not  cheap,  but  I  expect  he  could  find 
accommodation  elsewhere.  Cygnet. 

[We  are  glad  to  have  a  note  from  "  Cygnet "  again. 
Formalin  has  often  been  referred  to  in  our  columns.  Has 
"  Cygnet  "  ever  experienced  a  disinclination  of  fish  to 
take  baits  preserved  in  formalin  ?  Some  anglers  say  that 
trout  wUl  run  much  more  freely  at  salted  minnows  than  at 
those  preserved  in  formalin. — Ed.] 


POISONED  FISH  AT  BRECON. 

Sir, — I  would  like,  through  the  medium  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  to  draw  the  attention  of  someone  in  authority  to 
the  wholesale  destructiom  of  fish  at  Brecon.  The  pollution 
which  is  said  to  have  been  caused  by  the  town  from  May 
till  now  is  evidently  not  the  only  cause,  as  the  superin- 
tendent water  bailiff's  attention  was  called  to  a  woollen 
mill  on  the  banks  of  the  Houdder,  which  empties  some 
preparation  into  the  river  which,  on  the  11th  inst.,  killed 
all  fish,  large  and  small,  for  a  distance  of  abont  200yds., 
where  the  river  then  joins  the  Usk.  Some  hundreds  of 
fish  were  poisoned  in  this  way. 

Surely  it  is  high  time  someone  in  authority  should  put 
a  stop  to  a  continuance  of  this  wholesale  destruction, 
which  not  only  does  an  injury  to  the  town,  but  to  every 
fishery  owner  between  here  and  the  channel. — I  am,  yours 
faithfully,  D.  W.  Powell. 

Brecon, 

FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  the 
following  remarks  in  reply  to  "Veritas,"  who.  in  your 
last  issue,  inquires  about  free  coarse  fishing  near  Worthing 
or  Littlehampton,  compiled  either  from  personal  know- 
ledge or  reports  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  July  and 
August.  Rivers  within  reach — Ouse,  Adur,  Rother,  Cuek- 
mere,  Arun,  Chichester  Canal,  lake  at  Shoreham  Gardens, 
&c.  Fish — Pike,  bream,  roach,  dace,  eels,  &c.  At  Ham- 
sey  and  Temes,  report  in  an  August  number,  roach,  l|lb. 
and  21b.  Above  lafield.  roach,  lib.,  12foz.  Below  Ham- 
sey,  dace,  10|oz.,  with  fly ;  eel,  41b. ;  perch,  2iib. ;  pike  of 
61b.,  and  another  six  taken  on  paste  and  gentles.  Steamed 
wheat  generally  mentioned  as  the  best  bait.  Fishing  at 
Lewes  by  ticket,  month,  28.  6d. ;  week,  Is. ;  day,  6d. 
Good  dace  fishing  with  fly.  At  Littlehampton,  good  fish- 
ing for  grey  mullet,  and  bass  can  be  had  at  river  mouth  ; 
flatfish  just  outside.  At  the  mouth  of  Shoreham  harbour, 
bass,  flounders,  small  sea  bream,  smelts,  silver  eels,  and 
just  off  the  shore  good  flatfish,  small  conger,  and  whiting 
pout.  Either  of  these  towns  will  afford  good  fishing 
within  easy  reach,  and  in  good  variety. — Yours  truly, 

  R.  H.  W. 

FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  intend  having  a  few  days'  fishing  in  the 
Isle  of  Man  next  week,  and  shall  be  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  can  give  me  any  information  on  the 
matter : 

Best  locality.  Is  it  difficult  to  obtain  permission  ?  Fly 
fishing  or  bottom  fishing,  baits,  &c. — Yours  truly, 

  W.  G.  Scab. 

SOME  BRITISH  FRESH-WATER  FISH  WANTED. 

R.  B.  Maeston,  Esq  —Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your 
card,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Museum 
has  received  from  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie  a  beautiful  series 
of  specimens  of  trout,  some  of  which  will,  I  hope,  ere  long 


Omental  Books  formerly  issned  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Oo.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  OATALOeCB  of  theB«  Text  Books.,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories,  and  Inaian  SoTerument  PubQcotisiis  con  be  kad  en 
apylicatioB 


appear  in  the  exhibition  gallery  mounted  according  to  the 
new  method. 

We  should  be  glad  of  a  few  specimens  of  roach,  dace, 
bream,  perch,  chub,  &o.,  as  soon  as  you  may  be  able  to 
induce  some  kind  friend  to  present  them.  The  director  is 
desirous  that  the  specimens  of  British  fish  ia  the  Museum 
should  be  presented  by  anglers. — Yours  very  truly, 

R.  Lydeekeb. 

British  Museum  (Natural  History), 
Cromwell-road,  Londo»,  S.W.,  July  16. 
[We  hope  that  anglers  will  make  the  Museum  a  present 
of  some  fish. — Ed.]   

DOBS  THE  USE  OF  STEEL  IN  FISHING  RODS 
MAKE  THEM  DANGEROUS  IN  THUNDER 
STORMS  ? 

Sir, — I  have  not  heard  of  any  accident  from  lightning 
striking  a  fishing  rod  with  steel  centre,  but  I  confess  that 
I  have  not  felt  quite  comfortable  when  fishing  in  a  thunder 
storm  with  one  of  my  rods  with  steel  in  its  composition. 
I  have  a  whole  steel  tubular  rod,  a  steel  centre  split  cane, 
and  a  steel  ribbed  rod. 

Is  there  any  extra  danger  in  using  such  a  rod  ?  I  shall 
be  glad  of  your  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  other  anglers. 
— Yours  truly,  Bbutum  Fulmen. 

[There  must  be  many  thousands  of  steel  centre  and 
other  rods  with  steel  in  them  in  use,  and  yet  we  have  not 
heard  of  any  angler  beiug  struck  by  lightning.  All  the 
same,  it  seems  to  us  that  there  must  be  some  additional 
risk,  and  for  the  sake  of  a  possible  brace  or  two  of  fish  it 
is  not  worth  running  it.  Put  the  rod  down  and  have  a 
glass  of  milk  at  the  farm  or  a  chat  with  the  miller,  and 
"  Wait  till  the  clouds  roll  by."— Ed. 


THE  NEEDS  OF  OUR  NAVY. 

Sir, — In  view  of  the  gigantic  naval  preparations  of 
foreign  powers,  and  in  view  of  the  non-expenditure  in 
recent  years  of  shipbuilding  votes,  declared  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to  be  "  the  very  lowest  which  can 
be  justified  by  the  expenditure  on  shipbuilding  of  other 
Powers,  the  lowest  by  which  we  can  assure  the  objects 
which  the  people  expect  of  the  Navy,"  national  safety  to 
wit,  the  executive  committee  of  the  Navy  League  will  be 
grateful  if  you  will  publish  the  following  memo.,  drawn 
up  by  Capt.  Eardley  Wilmot,  R.N. 

Is  our  fleet  strong  enough  to  meet  and  beat  a  maritime 
coalition  of  any  two  other  Powers,  which  all  are  agreed 
should  be  the  standard  of  strength  for  this  country  ?  No. 
Competent  authorities  have  declared  we  require  more 
battleships  and  cruisers,  as  well  as  destroyers.  Assuming 
that  the  Government  will  put  forward  an  adequate  naval 
programme  at  the  beginning  of  next  year,  what  can  be 
done  in  the  interval  towards  making  good  the  deficiency  ? 

Battleships. — We  have  fourteen  building,  and  two 
ordered  but  not  begun ;  total,  sixteen.  In  view  of  more 
pressing  requirements,  we  may  wait  until  next  year  before 
laying  down  more. 

Ceuisers. — A  considerable  addition  to  these  is  one  of 
our  principal  requirements  at  present.  Our  need  in  this 
class  is  not  measured  by  the  number  a  possible  enemy  may 
possess,  but  by  duties  and  area  to  guard.  In  this  con- 
nection there  is  no  possible  comparison  with  any  other 
nation.  We  ought  at  the  outbreak  of  war  to  be  able  to 
command  the  services  of  at  least  200  fast  cruisers.  We 
have  only  120  built,  and  twenty-one  building ;  seven  are 
to  be  laid  down  this  year.  Should  be  increased  by 
twenty. 

Destroyers. — This  class  is  not  only  the  antidote  to 
foreign  torpedo  boat  flotillas,  but  can  be  used  as  a  torpedo 
craft  itself  against  enemy's  squadrons.  The  type  is  con- 
tinually developing,  and  becoming  more  sea-keeping.  At 
the  same  time,  frequent  relief  is  necessary  for  resting  and 
repairing,  so  that  a  large  margin  in  numbers  is  essential. 
Service  in  Mediterranean,  other  stations  and  home  waters, 
would  speedily  absorb  150  of  these  craft.  We  have  108 
completed  and  completing,  but  not  one  provided  in 
current  naval  estimates.  Government  should  be  urged  to 
call  at  once  for  tenders  for  twenty  destroyers. — I  am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,      H.  Seymour  Trowee 

(Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. ) 

13,  Victoria-street,  8.W. 


THE  PLEASURES  OF  ANGLING. 
Dear  Sir, — The  article  contained  in  your  issue  of  the 
7th,  which  bore  reference  to  the  mistaken  ideas  of  non- 
anglers  upon  our  craft,  was  very  attractive.  I  rather 
fancy  there  can  be  very  few  anglers  who  are  not,  from 
time  to  time,  addressed  in  similar  terms  to  your  writers. 
For  my  own  part  I  am  constantly  receiving  sundry  witty 
(and  other)  attentions  from  acquaintances  on  the  subject, 
of  which  they  are,  of  course,  entirely  ignorant,  beyond 
that  their  ideal  is  a  rod,  line,  hook,  and  worm,  or  worms. 
Often  when  I  have  had  in  view  a  day,  when  equipped  in 
waders  and  macintosh,  and  the  101  (if  you  like)  other 
things  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  an  angler,  and  have 
happened  to  remark  to  a  friend  on  the  matter,  someone 
has  chimed  in  :  "  I  don't  see  where  the  fun  comes  iu,  to  sit 
all  day  long  on  a  bank  waiting  for  a  bite  !  "  or  on  another 
occasion,  when  some  of  my  friends  were  about  going  to  a 
volunteer  camp,  I  was  asked ;  "  How  would  you  like  a 
fortnight's  camp  ?  "  Almost  before  I  could  reply  came 
from  another :  "  Oh,  fishing  is  more  in  his  line,  something 
nice  and  easy  !  "  Nice  and  easy,  indeed  !  I  am  afraid  our 
non-angling  friends  look  upon  a  day's  fishiog  as  only  to  be 
enjoyed  when  a  hot  July  or  August  sun  blazes  down  on  a 
stream  reduced  to  a  mere  trickle,  and  the  only  thing  one 
can  do  is  to  take  shelter  under  the  trees.  They  are 
welcome  to  such  a  day's  fishing,  and  to  all  the  fish  they 
may  get,  too  (I  hope  I  shall  not  call  down  the  benedictions 
of  clear-water  worm  fishermen  on  my  head  for  this 
remairk.)   Let  them,  hpweyer,  take  a  turn  on*  a,  blustery 


March  or  April  day,  for  instance,  and  I  am  afraid  we 
should  not  then  be  thought  a  harmless  set  of  idiots. 

I  was  once  subjected  to  the  following :  "  I  suppose  yon 
can  learn  to  fish  and  all  about  fishing  in  three  months  P  " 

"Yes,"  I  replied,  "you  may  learn  to  throw  a  fly  in 
that  time,  but  you  may  make  up  your  mind  that  you  will 
not  learn  to  fish  in  ten  years." — Yours  faithfully, 

  W.  E, 

AifGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  GUIDE  BOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  Mr.  Woodruff's  letter  in  your 
last  number,  I  am  stiU  at  liberty  to  consider  that  the 
A.B.S.,  together  with  the  funds,  is  not  exactly  the  private 
property  of  the  Anglers'  Association. 

The  "  magnanimous  spirit"  part,  which  crops  up  twice, 
and  which  has  "  marked  the  actions  for  years  past,"  and 
which  was  so  strongly  exemplified  about  three  years  since, 
is  not  so  bad,  but  the  patronising  tone  of  the  letter  towards 
the  Central  Association  is  ridiculous. 

As  Mr.  W.  knew  where  the  fault  lay,  why  could  he  not 
keep  it  quiet  and  say  nothing  about  it,  and  not  cast  the 
blame  on  me  in  an  oblique  manner  ? 

Anyhow,  it  could  have  been  got  over  by  simply  mention- 
ing that  the  said  delay  was  caused  by  the  alterations  in  the 
A.A.'s  committees,  which  would  probably  have  been 
correct,  as  there  seems  to  be  quite  a  number  of  them,  and 
in  that  case  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  at  all, — 
Faithfully  yours,    W.  H.  Elsmore. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — A  friend  and  I  intend  spending  a  fortnight 
at  Enniskillen  the  middle  of  next  month.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  indeed  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  kindly 
inform  me  whether  the  upper  or  lower  Lake  Erne  is  better 
for  pike  fishing,  and  whether  this  fishing  is  free  P  Could 
you  also  recommend  lodgings  in  a  private  hou^e  at  a 
moderate  cost,  and  inform  me  the  cost  per  day  of  an 
ordinary  sailing  dingbey  P  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
— I  am,  sir,  yours  faithfully.  Warrant. 

PLY  FISHING  FOR  HERRINGS. 

Dear  Sib, — Would  you  kindly  answer  the  following 
question  in  your  next  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  ? 

Have  herrings  at  any  time  been  known  to  rise  and  be 
captured  by  someone  fishing  with  a  fly  ? — Yours,  &c., 

UNBEilETEB. 

[Yes  ;  hundreds  of  instances  are  on  record. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Deab  Sir, — I  wish  to  get  a  little  trouting  on  my  seaside 
holiday  this  year.  If  you  will  favour  me  with  your  advice 
as  to  the  choice  of  a  popular  resort,  say  in  Devonshire  or 
Wales,  near  which  good  trout  fishing  may  be  had,  I  should 
feel  greatly  obliged  to  you.  I  had  better  tell  you,  perhaps, 
thjit  I  am  new  to  fly  fishing. — Yours  faithfully, 

_____  Sidney  J.  Lansdaie. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  LITTLEHAMPTON. 
Dear  Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  to 
hear  that  sea  fishing  at  Littlehampton  just  now  is  very  good. 
Fishing  yesterday  (July  16),  I  caught  seventy  fish  in  about 
one  hour  and  a  half,  whiting,  pout,  and  bream.  A  good 
number  of  the  fish  went  quite  lib.  each.  I  can  strongly 
recommend  the  man  who  is  with  me — Burtenhaw,  37, 
Pier-road,  Littlehampton.  He  is  very  civil  and  obliging, 
and  knows  his  work  thoroughly.  A  good  place  to  stop  at 
is  the  Norfolk  Hotel.  Accommodation  first-class,  with 
moderate  charges. — Yours  very  faithfully, 

  Anthony  Pebcival, 

SEA  FISHING  AT  JERSEY. 
Dear  Sie,— I  should  be  very  grateful  if  one  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  some  idea  of  the  sea  fishing  to  be 
obtained  in  Jersey  during  August,  preferably  from  shore 
or  piers. 

I  may  add  that  I  am  merely  a  novice  in  the  art,  last  year 
having  made  my  first  attempt, — Yours  sincerely, 

  Tybo, 


WIRE  SEA  LINES, 
Dear  Sir, — Our  sea  fishing  here  has  been  in  full  swing 
for  some  weeks,  and  I  have  again  made  an  exhaustive  test 
of  the  plaited  wire  sea  lines.  I  have  used  up  two  during 
this  season  and  part  of  last,  and  will  never  use  another,  _  I 
much  prefer  the  usual  tanned-dressed  silk.  My  objection 
to  the  wire  line  is  that  there  is  always  a  certain  amount  of 
spring  and  stiffness,  which  is  undesirable  and  trouble- 
some, and  they  have  not  the  wear  of  silk.  With  wear 
some  of  the  plaited  strands  get  worn  through,  and_  are 
nasty  to  handle,  as  well  as  bothersome  on  the  rings. 
It  is  claimed  for  these  lines  that  they  hold  the  bottom 
better  than  silk,  and  with  lighter  leads.  This  is  quite 
true ;  but  I  consider  it  a  disadvantage,  as  in  lifting  your 
lead  to  show  the  baits  better,  the  lead  goes  down  into  the 
spot ;  whereas,  with  a  silk  line,  it  drops  further  down  the 
tide,  and  so  you  can  fish,  say,  10yds.  to  15yds.  of  swim  to  a 
great  advantage. — Faithfully  yours,  Alnbrae. 

PIER  FISHING  AT  SOUTHEND. 
Dear  Sie, — Some  dissatisfaction  hag  been  caused  by  the 
necessary  prohibition  of  fishing  on  the  pier  extension. 
Will  those  who  are  interested  in  the  matter  kindly  com- 
municate with  me,  and  I  will  undertake  to  get  the  matter 
threshed  out  with  the  proper  authorities  P  I  regret  to  see 
that  some  anglers  have  been  writing  to  the  local  papers 
on  the  subject,  complaining  of  the  men.  This  is  not  fair 
to  them,  as  they  have  their  orders.  The  responsible 
officer  is  Capt.  Kemp,  the  pier-master,  and  any  complaint 
brought  before  him  in  a  proper  way  will,  I  am  sure,  be 
thoroughly  investigated  and  put  right,  and  I  speak  from 
experience. — Yours  truly, 

Chaeles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.), 


JiTLT  28,  1900] 
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Occasional  Notes. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 

A  FEIEND,  who  18  fishing  on  the  Spey,  writes  : 
"  Thanks  for  the  flies.  I  will  willingly  try  them 
when  the  water  gets  small.  Our  weather  has  been 
altogether  different  from  yours ;  for  a  month  it 
has  been  cold  and  wet,  with  only  two  or  three 
fine  days  in  the  whole,  and  those  not  too  hot.  We 
have  consequently  had  several  small  spates — just 
the  thing  to  bring  up  grilse  if  there  were  any  to 
bring ;  l»ut  there  are  not,  and  consequently  the 
sport  has  been  very  bad.  We  have  seen  just  a 
few  in  the  last  ten  days,  but  they  were  for  run- 
ning rather  than  eating.   It  is  a  sad  pity  that  a 


noble  river  should  be  thus  reduced  to  poverty 
As  to  your  flies,  I  do  not  like  metal  eyes,  and  if 
they  are  metal  I  think  that  they  should  be  at  an 
angle  of  45°  with  the  hook,  instead  of  at  right 
angles  with  it,  as  those  you  have  sent  are.  I  am 
sure  that  the  risk  of  the  gut  being  cut  or  drawn 
is  much  less."   

Late  Tailing  Fish. 
How  late  of  an  evening  will  trout  "  tail,"  i.e., 
show  their  tails  out  of  water  when  feeding  among 
weeds  on  a  shallow  ?  The  other  evening  I  was 
fishing  on  a  friend's  water  in  Hertfordshire,  and 
noticed  some  big  trout  routing  about  and  showing 
their  broad  tails  when  it  was  too  dark  to  see  to 
fish  properly.  These  fish  must  have  been  feeding 
by  scent  and  not  sight,  for  it  was  quite  impossible 
for  them  to  see  at  that  time  of  night — half  past 
nine — among  weeds,  in  which  they  were  routing 
about  and  stirring  up  the  mud  with  their  noses 
a  foot  from  the  surface.  It  is  just  possible  they 
were  rainbows,  as  many  have  been  put  into  the 
water. 


I  had  an  amusing  experience  the  same  evening, 
My  friend  had  telephoned  in  the  afternoon  to  ask 
if  I  would  like  to  go  down  to  his  fishery,  have 
crayfish  supper,  and  see  if  the  trout  would  rise 
in  the  dark.  London  was  like  a  warm  jellyfish, 
with  limp  mortals  melting  in  its  embrace,  and  I 
was  glad  to  accept.  On  reaching  my  friend's 
house  he  insisted  on  my  putting  on  a  heavy  over- 
coat with  waterproof  lining,  and  it  then  appeared 
that  he  was  going  to  drive  me  to  the  fishing  on 
his  fifteen-horse -power  Panhard  motor  car,  and 
said  I  should  want  the  coat,  and  he  got  into  one 
like  it.  Then  we  started,  and  I  had  the  novel  and 
delightful  sensation  of  feeling  perfectly  cool  and 
comfortable  while  we  flew  over  the  roads.  The 
forty  miles  was  done  in  less  than  two  hours,  and 
when  the  roads  were  clear  we  went  at  forty  miles 
an  hour.  It  is  necessary  to  wear  plain  glass 
goggles  to  protect  the  eyes  from  dust  and  insects, 
but  the  sensation  is  delightful  in  every  way. 
While  our  supper  of  crayfish — and  excellent  they 
were — was  getting  ready  my  friend  lent  me  a  rod, 
which  was  all  ready,  with  line  and  cast  and  an 
old  May  Fly  on  it.  I  put  on  a  small  Pink 
Wickham,  and  then  tried  the  rod,  which  was  a 
split-cane  of  light  make.  I  had  caught  and 
put  back  a  few  small  fish,  when  I  saw  a 
good  one  rising  in  a  deepish  part  of  the  river, 
between  two  beds  of  sedges.  He  took  the 
Pink  Wickham  (the  first  cast),  and  then  bolted 
straight  up  the  river,  making  a  wave  like 
a  penny  steamer ;  then  there  was  a  sudden 
stoppage  in  the  works,  and  the  line  came  back 
minus  fish  and  fly.  I  thought  at  first  that  the 
reel  had  got  stuck ;  but  it  turned  out  that  there 
was  a  beautiful  double  knot  in  the  casting  line, 
quite  invisible  when  the  line  was  wound  on  the 
reel,  but  directly  the  fish  rushed  off  the  line  this 
knot  pulled  him  up  by  catching  in  the  rings.  I 
sent  a  message  afterwards  to  the  owner  of  the 
rod — Mr.  Comyns  Carr — to  congratulate  him  on 
his  happy  dodge  for  paying  out  anyone  who  used 
his  rod  by  French  leave.  I  put  the  fish  down,  at 
the  time,  as  a  2ilb.  trout,  but  now  I  believe  he 
was  a  31b.  rainbow.   

Illegal  Fishing  in  the  Rivee  Itchen,  at 

Winchester. 
Before  the  County  Magistrates  at  Winchester, 
on  the  21st  inst.,  William  Butcher,  the  son  of  a 
Winchester  fishmonger,  pleaded  guilty  to  a  charge 
of  attempting  to  take  trout  in  the  Old  Barge 
river  near  Winchester,  wherein  Mr.  Williamson 
has  the  private  right  of  fishing.  The  Chairman 
said  that  under  the  circumstances  the  Bench 
would  let  the  defendant  off  on  his  paying  the 
costs,  but  he  must  understand  that  if  he  came 
before  them  again  on  a  similar  charge  they  would 
inflict  a  heavy  penalty. 

I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  see  that  Mr.  William- 
son brought  the  case  into  court.  The  late  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  told  me  more  than  twenty  years 
ago  that  all  the  river  trout  exposed  in  the  shops 
of  the  Winchester  fishmongers  were  poached  out 
of  the  Itchen  and  Test,  and  that  as  long  as  fish- 
mongers bought  these  fish  poachers  would  poach 
them.   

I  am  glad  to  i-eceive  from  Mr.  L.  Upcott  Gill, 
the  publisher,  a  copy  of  the  new  edition  of  the 


"Book  of  the  All-Round  Angler,"  by  John 
Bickerdyke,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that  this  capital 
work  has  been  so  successful.  Several  editions 
have  been  published,  and  of  this  one  the  author 
teUs  us  that  "  to  the  revision  and  new  illustration 
nearly  as  much  time  and  labour  have  been  devoted 
as  to  writing  the  book  originally."  The  index 
contains  nearly  2000  entries.  This  new  edition 
comes  out  very  opportunely,  seeing  that  the 
author,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  John  Bickerdyke  "),  has 
just  been  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  angling 
department  of  the  Field,  made  vacant  by  Mr. 
William  Senior's  new  position  of  editor-in-chief 
of  the  Field.  I  am  sure  anglers,  as  well  as  "  John 
Bickerdyke,"  are  to  be  congratulated  that  the 
position  so  ably  filled  by  Francis  Francis  and 
"  Red  Spinner  "  is  to  be  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook,  ex-president  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 
Under  the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Templar,"  Mr.  Cook 
was  formerly  a  regular  contributor  to  the  Fishiwj 
Gazette.  A  long  and  prosperous  career  for  him 
and  his  old  friend  and  chief  in  connection  with 
the  great  Field  newspaper !      R.  B.  Marston. 


A  QUESTION  OF  BAIT. 


Bt  "  Krtptos." 

What  creatures  of  circumstance  we  poor 
mortals  are !  In  ordinary  times  and  ordinary 
morals  we  may  be  the  most  upright  people 
imaginable,  and  yet  if  the  temptation  only  comes 
at  the  thoughtless  moment  we  are  up  to  our  necks 
in  wickedness  before  we  can  elevate  our  eyebrows 
at  the  contemplation  of  the  fall  before  us.  When 
I  think  of  William  Horatio  Candytuft's  sin  these 
facts  strike  me  with  a  most  invigorating  force, 
and  compel  me  to  murmur  pityingly,  "Poor  old 
man  ;  how  could  he  have  done  it !  "  whilst  within 
my  heart  I  feel  acutely  for  him,  and  wonder  that 
he  carried  his  deceit  no  farther. 

For  William  H.  Candytuft  is  a  man  of  pious 
bearing  and  a  churchwarden  to  boot ;  W.  Horatio 
Candytuft  is  an  oasis  of  virtue  in  this  desert  of 
guile,  in  short,  he  is  the  very  man  who,  when  he 
falls,  would  be  more  likely  to  sit  in  the  bottom  of 
the  hole  and  gasp  than  climb  out  again.  I 
instructed  the  wretched  man  in  the  art  of  angling 
to  the  best  of  my  ability ;  I  introduced  him  into 
the  club,  and  lent  him  angling  books  of  worth.  He 
returned  them,  therefore  I  know  that  ordinarily 
he  was  above  suspicion.  He  also  read  the  books 
from  cover  to  cover,  and  within  a  week  from  the 
time  of  his  initiation  he  could  discuss  the  habits 
of  coarse  fish  with  the  oldest  member  in  a  matter- 
of-fact  manner,  and  I  was  proud  of  my  protege. 

The  season  had  but  lately  commenced  when 
Candytuft  packed  up  his  new  outfit  and  set  out 
with  the  intention  of  putting  his  book  lore  to  a 
practical  test,  and  a  brave  show  he  made  as  he 
left  his  front  gate,  for  a  larger  angler  in  a  larger 
check  suit  I  have  rarely  seen,  whilst  the  creel ! 
I  had  recommended  the  water  he  was  visiting, 
and  I  almost  regretted  my  generosity  when  I  saw 
the  creel. 

I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  need  to  foUow 
the  adventures  of  the  day  up  to  5  p.m.  He  only 
groans  when  we  mention  the  subject  now,  but 
five  o'clock  found  him  alighting  at  King's  Cross 
Station  with  a  heavy  heart  and  a  light  burden,  a 
most  inappropriate  reverse. 

As  he  passed  out  of  the  terminus  he  was  hailed 
in  stentorian  tones,  and,  turning,  he  was  con- 
fronted by  his  old  friend  Snaggles,  who,  brown  as 
a  berry,  came  staggering  along  with  his  arms  full 
of  rods  and  similar  appliances. 

"  Why,  Candytuft !  Didn't  know  you  fished  ! 
What  sport  ?  " 

"  None ! "  groaned  the  novice.  "  Where  have  you 
been  ?  " 

"  Up  north  amongst  the  big  'uns  !  "  cried  the 
hearty  Snaggles.  "  Grand  time  and  arm-aching 
work !  Here  !  "  and  he  drew  Candytuft  back  into 
a  waiting-room  and  unstrapped  his  basket,  dis- 
closing a  wealth  of  beautiful  yellow  trout,  and 
several  fine  grilse. 

'  What  beauties !  "  gasped  the  unfortunate  one, 
enviously. 

"  Come,  let's  make  a  transfer,"  quoth  Snaggles, 
and,  so  saying,  he  placed  half  a  dozen  trout  into 
his  friend's  creel.  "  If  they  ask  you  what  sport 
you've  had,  show  them  those,  my  boy  !  Now,  I 
really  mustn't  stay.  I  have  to  catch  my  train 
home.  G^d-bye  '.  '  And  the  tempter  had  gone, 
leaving  the  temptation  behind  him. 
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With  a  sardonic  smile  Candytuft  fastened  his 
creel  up  again,  and  left  the  waiting-room  with  a 
defiant  air  that  hinted  at  a  day's  havoc  amongst 
the  big  ones. 

"  To  think  of  my  having  had  such  luck !  "  he 
chuckled,  as  he  patted  the  wickerwork.  "  Trout, 
too !  Let  me  see,  trout  are  caught  with — with 
rods  and — and  lines  and — what  the  deuce  do  they 
use  for  bait  in  trout  fishing  ?  I  wish  I  had  read 
up  trout  as  well  as  coarse  fish,  but  I  think, 
perhaps,  that  as  I  didn't  exactly  catch  them  I 
had  better  use  my  imagination  moderately,  and 
unless  I  am  asked  point  blank  whether  I  caught 
them  I  will  only  exhibit  them  and  hold  my 
tongue." 

Pride  had  followed  on  the  heels  of  temptation, 
and  six  o'clock  found  Candytuft  in  the  clubroom, 
whose  only  occupant  besides  himself  was  Luke 
Mills,  our  crack  roacher. 

"  Good  evening,  Mr.  Candytuft,"  said  he,  as  he 
recogaised  the  newcomer.    "  What  sport  ?  " 

"  Very  fair,"  answered  our  villain,  with  a  ghost 
of  a  blush. 

"  Roach  ?  "  queried  the  enthusiast. 

"No,  trout!  "  replied  the  other.  "Now,  Mr. 
Mills,  you  are  an  authority,  what  bait  would  you 
have  thought  good  for  trout  ?  "  He  asked  the 
question  with  a  mysterious  air,  as  one  who  had 
lately  performed  a  successful  experiment. 

"  Well,  I'm  not  up  in  the  subject,  I  only 
'  roach.'    Paste  is  the  bait  I  swear  by,  you  know." 

"  And  would  you  think  that  trout  would  take 
paste  ?  " 

"If  made  to  their  liking,  I  am  sure  they 
would,"  jocularly  answered  Mills. 

"  Then  I  have  succeeded !  "  cried  Candytuft,  as 
he  proudly  displayed  his  fish. 

"  Never ! "  Then,  after  a  close  scrutiny,  "  Do 
yoa  mean  to  say  you  took  those  trout  with 
paste  ? '' 

"  Of  a  particular  make,"  answered  the  deceiver, 
without  turning  a  hair. 

Luke  Mills  changed  the  subject,  and  soon  after- 
wards bid  Candytuft  goodnight,  and  disappeared. 

Certain  that  he  had  found  a  bait  for  trout,  and 
could  answer  all  queries  with  ease,  my  unfor- 
tunate friend  placed  his  catch  upon  a  show  tray, 
and  was  busily  engaged  in  their  arrangement 
when  Parsons  dropped  in. 

"  Hullo  !  Didn't  know  you  used  the  fly !  "  he 
exclaimed,  as  he  caught  sight  of  the  goodly  fish. 
"  By  Jove,  what  beauties  ! " 

"  Pretty  fair,"  answered  Candytuft,  modestly. 

"  Nothing  but  a  May  Fly  took  those,  I'll  swear !  " 
cried  Parsons  enthusiastically. 

"  You're  right !  "  replied  Candytuft. 

"  It's  the  finest  lot  we've  had  this  season,  Mr. 
Candytuft ;  I  congratulate  you ! "  and  Parsons 
hurried  out  to  bring  in  his  friend  Smith  in  order 
that  he,  too,  might  see  the  tray. 

"  Now  which  is  it  to  be  P  "  thought  my  friend  to 
himself.  "  Mills  understands  roach  to  perfection, 
but  Parsons  is  the  man  for  fancy  fishing.  I  think 
I'll  stick  to  '  May  Fly.'  " 

"  Hullo !  Didn't  know  you  fished  for  trout. 
Candytuft." 

It  was  Blinkins  this  time  who  deposited  his  rod 
upon  the  table,  and  Candytuft  smilingly  pointed 
to  his  catch  without  otherwise  answering. 

"I've  one  as  well,"  said  Blinkins,  unfastening 
his  basket  and  producing  a  nice  fish.  "  Took  him 
spinning  a  minnow.    How  did  you  get  yours  ?  " 

"  The  same  way  !  "  glibly  lied  my  sinful  friend, 
for  he  thought  that  the  best  bait  to  choose  was 
the  one  used  by  Blinkins,  who  had  in  reality 
caught  a  trout,  but  just  at  that  moment  Tomlin- 
Bon  waddled  in,  and  appropriated  a  chair. 

"  Whew !  "  he  ejaculated,  as  he  ceased  mopping 
his  expansive  face,  and  peered  over  the  table. 
"  Those  are  grand  fish,  sir !  I  haven't  seen  such 
trout  since  I  was  in  Scotland  !  They're  from  over 
the  Tweed,  I'll  swear  ?  " 

"  They  are  ! "  lied  Candytuft.  Blinkins  was  out 
of  hearing. 

"  Been  there  long  ?  " 

"  No,  not  very  long." 

"  A  friend  tells  me  that  there  is  nothing  doing 
up  there  except  with  the  worm,  and  he  ought  to 
know  for  he  is  a  Scotchman  !  " 

'•  Tour  friend  is  correct,"  said  Candytuft,  with 
a  glance  toward  Blinkins'  distant  back. 

'•  Nothing  like  it  when  the  water's  right,  not 
that  I  know  much  about  game  fish,  for  I  haven't 
the  time  for  long  jaunts  !  "  sighed  the  fat  man  as 
he  proceeded  off  in  search  of  something  cooling. 


Now,  had  Candytuft  taken  up  his  baggage  and 
left  at  that  moment  he  might  have  gone  down  the 
steep  gently  at  least,  but,  proud  of  himseK  to  the 
last  degree,  he  followed  Tomlinson,  having 
returned  his  fish  to  the  creel  for  safety. 

It  was  just  after  his  departure  that  I  entered, 
and  Blinkins  raised  his  eyes  from  his  paper. 

"  Hullo  !  seen  your  new  member  !  "  cried  he. 

"  What,  Candytuft  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Yes,  got  as  nice  a  lot  of  fish  as  ever  I  saw  !  " 

"  I'm  glad  of  that ;  it's  as  good  a  bit  of  water  as 
I  know." 

"  Where  is  it  ?  " 

"  Oh,  a  little  place  near  Barnet  " 

"  You  told  me  you  didn't  know  any  trout  fish- 
ing, you  wretch ! " 

"  It  isn't  trout  fishing,  it's  a  " 

"  He  got  trout  out  of  it,  anyway ! "  He  left  his 
chair  and  pulled  a  creel  towards  him.  "  There  !  " 
he  cried,  opening  it,  "  What  do  you  think  of 
those  ?  " 

"  Wonderful ! " 

"  Extraordinary ! " 

"  Where  is  he,  Blinkins  ?  I  must  congratulate 
him ! " 

"  I'll  go  and  find  him  for  you !  "  and  off  he 
ran. 

To  say  that  I  was  astonished  would  not  give 
any  description  of  my  feelings,  for  the  water  at 
Barnet  was  a  small  lake  containing,  as  far  as  I 
knew,  coarse  fish  only.  I  was  meditating  over 
the  matter,  when  in  walked  Parsons  and  his  friend 
Smith. 

"  There  you  are !  "  cried  the  former,  "  Who  said 
the  May  Fly  wasn't  still  up,  eh  ?  " 

"  And  he  took  them  with  the  fly,  you  say," 
answered  his  friend  dubiously. 

A  peal  of  laughter  drowned  the  answer,  and 
Mills  entered,  followed  by  our  host  himself. 

"  Come  and  look  at  them  !  " 

"  What  did  he  say,  sir  ?  " 

"Swore  he  took  them  with  paste;  paste  of  a 
particular  make ! "  And  the  two  relapsed  into 
chuckles  until  Mills  caught  sight  of  me. 

"  Your  friend  is  a  Munchausen,"  he  said, 
smiling. 

"  Can't  find  him  !  "  called  Blinkins  through  the 
door.  "  Ah  !  you  may  well  be  astonished,"  he 
continued,  addressing  the  company  assembled; 
"  the  man  who  can  use  a  minnow  to  such  advan- 
tage within  a  week  of  his  initiation  is  a  positive 
marvel ! " 

Nobody  answered.  I  do  not  think  anyone 
could. 

Blinkins  waxed  enthusiastic.  "  And  to  cap  it, 
he  took  them  from  a  place  where  none  were  known 
to  exist ! " 

"  Here,  steady  Blinkins,  I'm  Scotch  on  my 
mother's  side  !  "  It  was  Tomlinson  who  spoke  as 
he  came  up  the  room. 

"  What  are  you  talking  about,  Tommy  ?  " 

"  You  said  there  were  no  trout  in  Scotland !  " 

"Eh!" 

"  Those  fish  came  from  Scotland.  I've  just  been 
hearing  all  about  it  from  the  gentleman  who  took 
them." 

"  What  did  he  take  them  with  P "  I  asked 
feebly. 

"  Worm,  of  course !  A  friend  of  mine,  who 
lives  in  Scotland,  says  that  there's  nothing  to  beat 
it  just  now." 

"The  gent's  been  experimenting,  and  caught 
one  fish  on  each  bait,"  said  the  landlord. 

Again  a  heavy  silence  settled  upon  the  room. 
We  all  gazed  at  Candytuft's  creel  until  a  heavy 
step  struck  on  the  stairs.  We  all  turned  towards 
the  door,  expecting  the  owner  of  the  trout. 

"  Here's  the  man  to  answer  for  catching  them  ! " 
remarked  Mills,  and  in  strode  Snaggles. 

"Snaggles!" 

"  Aye,  boys !  Missed  my  train  at  Paddington, 
and  so  I  dropped  in  on  the  chance  of  seeing  some- 
one I  knew.  I'm  just  back  from  the  north,  and 
never  had  such  a  glorious  time  in  my  life." 

"  You  look  well." 

"  And  feel  well,  too !  What  do  you  think  of 
these  for  fish  P  "  He  opened  his  bag  and  emptied 
it  on  to  a  tray. 

"  Splendid !  How  many  P  What  weight  P  " 
buzzed  round  the  tray. 

"  Well,  there  are  nineteen  now ;  I  had  more,  but 
I  gave  half  a  dozen  away." 

"  Six  ?  "  cried  Blinkins. 

"  Well,  '  six,'  if  you  like  the  word  better.  Yes ; 
I  parted  to  him  that  had  none." 


"  This  afternoon  P "    I  asked,  as  a  terrible 
thought  struck  me. 
"  Yes." 

"  At  king's  Cross  ?  " 
"  Yes." 

Everyone  roared. 

"  Oh !  Oh  ! "  laughed  Mills,  as  he  led  Snaggles 
to  the  luckless  half  dozen.  "You  should  hear 
how  he  caught  them  !  " 

"  Why,  that  is  Candytuft's  basket !  " 

"  Yes.  He's  downstairs  somewhere.  Sit  in  the 
corner  and  keep  quiet,  and  we'll  get  him  up !  " 

A  deep  resolve  possessed  my  mind.  Candytuft 
was  a  fool,  but  I  was  his -friend.  I  could  not 
allow  a  churchwarden  to  perjure  himself,  nor 
expose  my  friend  to  endless  ridicule,  so  I  rose  and 
said  "  I  will  go  for  him,"  and  I  went. 

At  the  foot  of  the  stairs  I  met  him  mounting. 
He  wore  a  brazen  air  that  ill  became  him,  and  he 
asked,  with  an  assumption  of  carelessness :  "  Seen 
my  fish  P  " 

I  answered  stei-nly  :  "  No,  I  have  not.  I  have 
seen  Snaggles'  filsh,  and  I  have  heard  of  your 
folly ! " 

His  defiant  looks  fell  from  him  like  a  mask. 
He  said  shortly :  "  I'm  off  home ! " 

I  said  "  Good-night,"  and  he  has  not  been  in 
the  club-rooms  since.  When  I  returned  upstairs 
I  informed  the  company  that  Candytuft  was 
nowhere  to  be  seen,  and  at  nine  o'clock  the  trout 
still  lay  upon  the  table.  Snaggles  had  gone 
home  ;  he  went  laughing. 

Said  Mills,  "  They  won't  keep,"  and  the  rest 
sagely  nodded. 

"  He  won't  return  for  them,"  said  I,  and  again 
they  nodded. 

"  Landlord !  "  called  someone. 

Our  host  came  in. 

"Fried!"  called  the  same  voice.  Everyone 
nodded. 

They  were  a  gi'and  half  dozen,  and  there  were 
just  six  of  lis. 


ON  THE  MED  WAY. 


I  AM  poor,  and,  therefore,  can  only  afford  to  fish 
for  coarse  fish.  Not  for  m^  is  the  aristocratic 
trout  or  the  lordly  salmon.  In  days  gone  by — 
well,  that's  another  yarn.  But  am  I  a  fool  because 
I  am  also  a  fisherman  P  I  was  fishing  a  favourite 
swim  the  other  day,  and  a  supercilious  young 
gentleman,  in  a  boat  with  two  ladies,  observed, 
with  a  twirl  of  his  moustache  :  "  Haw,  guv'nor ! 
same  old  game  ?  "  I  meekly  inquired,  "  What  is 
thatp" — I  don't  like  to  be  called  guv'nor.  He, 
with  a  chuckle,  "  A  worm  one  end  and  a  fool  the 
other."  I  suggested  that  times  were  changed 
now,  for  they  seemed  to  keep  most  of  the  fools  in 
boats;  then  the  storm  broke,  and  the  smell  of 
sulphur  was  diabolical.  They  were  only  common 
folk  with  a  swell  varnish  of  clothes,  after  all. 
Cei'tain  of  my  friends,  however,  think  the  same 
thing  out  loud,  but  somewhat  more  politely.  I 
persuaded  one  of  them  to  come  with  me  the  other 
day  for  a  fishing  excursion  in  order  to  enlighten 
him,  if  possible.  It  was  a  glorious  day  in  June, 
one  of  the  few  fine  ones  during  that  month. 
Earth  and  sky  wore  their  loviest  hues ;  birds 
were  singing  in  every  bush  and  brake ;  the 
lark,  with  outspread  quivering  wings,  poured 
forth  golden  notes  of  melody  as  it  rose 
higher  and  higher  in  the  vault  of  blue,  as 
if  it  were  striving  to  lay  its  song  at  its  Maker's 
feet,  and  presently  sank  slowly  back  and  returned 
to  mother  earth,  as  all  things  earthly  must. 
The  leaves,  stirring  in  the  faint  breeze,  rustled 
pleasantly  and  restf uUy  to  the  ear,  and  every- 
thing seemed  glad  it  was  alive.  We  sat  down 
in  the  spot  I  had  selected,  baited  the  swim  and 
arranged  the  tackle.  Behind  us  rose  a  mound 
covered  with  beech,  oak,  and  chestnut;  bracken 
covers  all  the  ground  around,  and  nestles  under 
the  trees.  The  bluebells  are  over,  but  a  few 
anemones  and  celandines  still  linger,  and  close  to 
the  water  kingcups  are  everywhere  flinging  their 
glorious  wealth  of  golden  yellow  to  the  summer 
air.  We  sit  quietly,  and  presently  a  rabbit  rustles 
through  the  bracken,  and,  catching  sight  of  us, 
scampers  off  with  a  wild  rush,  disturbing  a  cock 
pheasant,  who  remonstrates  loudly  withhimfor  his 
rudeness.  Afar  off  we  hear  the  wood  pigeon  calling, 
and  a  little  way  back  in  the  wood  a  dove  is  softly 
cooing  to  his  mate.  A  shrew  mouse  ventures  out 
from  beneath  our  very  feet,  and  glides  swiftly  back 
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again.    A  snake  swims  across  the  river  in  a 
curious  undulating  manner,  and,  being  disturbed 
when  about  halfway  across,  sinks  noiselessly  out 
of  sight.    A  dragonfly  checks  its  flight  in  a 
marvellous  manner,  and  settles  on  my  rod ;  how 
does  it  manage  to  do  so  instantaneously  without 
breaking  its  wings?    A  dainty  pair  of  blue 
demoirelles  are  resting  on  a  lily  leaf  close  to  me, 
linked  together,  the  head  of  one  resting  on  the 
tail  of  the  other ;  they  seem  to  have  a  habit  of 
flying  tandemwise — who  steers,  I  wonder,  and 
how  do  they  regulate  the  pace  ?    A  water  boat- 
man moving  in  funny  little  jerks  stops  to  inspect 
my  float,  and  the  whirligig  beetles  are  busy,  as 
usual,  dancing  round  and  round  and  in  and  out. 
A  bit  of  backwater  stretches  to  my  right  almost 
covered  with  lily  leaves,  soon  to  bear  their 
splendidly  dainty  white  blossoms,  and  soon,  alas  ! 
to  be  ruthlessly  stripped  of  bud  and  blossom  by 
the  ubiquitous  hobbledehoy.    The  river  bends  just 
here,  and  round  the  bend  are  two  tiny  islands, 
evidently  formed  by  a  tree  or  two  brought  down 
by  the  floods  at  some  time  or  other,  and  they  have 
gathered  together  the  flotsam  and  jetsam  of  the 
river,  and  made  themselves  islands.  Moorhens 
abound,  and  swim  about  contentedly,  if  shyly,  and 
I  can  espy  a  brood  of  young  ones  stealing  quietly 
up  the  river    bank    into  the  friendly  cover. 
Opposite  where  we  sit  the  railway  embankment 
rises,  its  sides  being  covered  with  golden  gorse 
Beyond  and  above  it  rises  an  oak-crowned  hill. 
A  brilliant  flash  of  blue  lightning  cleaves  the  air 
straight  as  a  dart,  and  we  have  seen  a  kingfisher. 
It  is  the  first  time  my  friend  has  seen  one,  and  he 
is  delighted.    An  occasional  goldfinch  flits  to  and 
fro,  but  they  are  not  very  numerous,  owing  perhaps 
to  the  bird-catchers.  A  jay  screams  every  now  and 
then,  and  the  bream,  who  are  sunning  themselves, 
roll  over  every  now  and  again  with  a  big  splash. 
The  roach  are  holding  their  athletic  sports  this 
afternoon,  as  every  few  minutes  one  darts  clean 
out  of  the  water,  as  if  shot  from  a  bow,  to  be 
followed  by  another  and  yet  another.  The  mournful 
cry  of  the  peewit,  or  Kentish  plover,  is  heard,  for 
a  few  always  stay  with  us  the  whole  year  round, 
although  I  have  never  been  fortunate  enough  to 
find  a  nest.   No,  my  friend,  not  to  take  the  eggs, 
only  to  say  I  have  seen  a  peewit's  nest.  Wasps 
come  to  take  toll  of  my  fish,  and  should  I  happen 
to  leave  for  ten  minutes  or  so,  I  should  find  on 
my  return  master  rat  had  helped  himself  some- 
what bountifully.    A  little  higher  up  in  the  wood, 
where  the  backwater  spreads  out  into  a  much 
beflagged  pool,  I  can  always  find  a  few  wild  duck, 
and  often  have  I  hid  up  on  purpose  to  watch 
their  evolutions  in  the  water.    Our  only  swan 
glides    gracefully   to   and  fro,  watching  for 
a  piece  or  two  of    ground  bait  or  a  crust 
of  bread.    As  the  season  grows  later  I  shall 
find  goodly  store  of  blackberries,  hedge,  beech, 
and  chestnuts,  a  few  sloes,  and  plenty  of  mush- 
rooms.  Master  Perch  is  on  a  marauding  expedi- 
tion, and  has  just  driven  a  few  tiny  fishes  ashore 
in  their  endeavours  to  escape  his  pressing  invita- 
tion to  supper,  so  I  carefully  return  them  to  their 
native  element  none  the  worse  for  their  land 
excursion.    But  the  gates  of  the  sun  are  fast 
closing,  blackbird  and  throstle  are  singing  an 
"^^iilied,"   and  we   must  away  homewards. 
What  have  I  caught  ?    A  breath  from  the  unseen, 
a  glorious  vision  of  ever-changing  hues,  the  play 
of  the  sunlight  on  river,  tree,  and  leaf,  a  glimpse 
of  the  gladness  and  beauty  of  life,  and,  maybe,  a 
vision  of  a  magnificent  God  who  has  not  been 
narrowed  down  by  some  unholy  sectarian  into  a 
tin  devil.   Am  I  a.  fool?    Well,  friend,  think 
so   if   it   pleases   you;    but   still   I   go  a- 
tishing.    All   these   things    and  a  thousand- 
fold   more   I    can    obtain    for  haK-a-guinea 
a    year;    bring  your    eyes,    friend,  and  you 
may  see  them,  too.   Lest  you  may  think  I  am 
not  a  fisherman,  let  me  tell  you  that  last  season  I 
caught  412  roach  to  my  trusty  "  Sowerbutts," 
and  also  took  toll  of  bream  and  pike.   I  have 
also  caught  health  and  contentment,  and  many 
other  things  that  go  to  swell  the  harvest  of  a  quiet 
•  ^P-S-— My  friend  says  I  am  not  such  a 
tool  as  he  thought  I  was.    What  does  he  mean  P 
B.  St.  John-Waghoene. 
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It  seems  to  me  that  so  long  as  our  north- 
country  rivers  run  swift  and  strong  and 
tumultuous,  and  the  south  country  chalk  streams 
glide  in  peaceful  tranquility ;  and  so  long  as  it 
remains  one  of  the  strongest  instincts  in  human 
nature  to 

Condone  the  sins  we  are  inclined  to 
By  damning  those  we  have  no  mind  to ; 

just  so  long  will  the  infatuated  and  respective 
apostles  of  the  wet-fly  and  dry-fly  cults  continue 
to  hurl  warlike  chunks  of  heated  argument  at 
each  other's  heads,  and  attempt  to  scalp  one 
another  with  the  knife  of  keen  sarcasm. 

On  our  north-country  streams  the  dry  fly  is 
practically  unknown.  Almost  to  a  man  we  are 
wet-fly  anglers,  always  on  the  move,  constantly 
casting  our  flies  hither  and  thither  wheresoever 
there  may  perad venture  be  a  lurking  fish,  our 
string  of  flies  sinking  an  inch  or  two  below  the 
surface,  and  being  swept  onward  by  the  stream 
until  a  waiting  trout  takes  a  fancy  to  sample  one 
of  them,  or  until  one  hitches  itself  comfortably 
in  a  submerged  snag  or  a  mossy  boulder,  or  until 
the  length  of  line  we  have  out  permits  them  to 
go  no  further.  Wet  flies  cast  upon  the  waters 
return  in  many  ways,  so  to  speak.  Consequently, 
and  speaking  generally,  we  regard  with  derisive 
contempt  the  practice  of  our  southern  brother, 
who  anoints  his  fly  with  oil  to  make  it  swim,  and 
waits  until  he  sees  the  indications  of  a  rise  before 
launching  his  single  floater  before  the  neb  of  a 
feeding  fish. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  south-country  dry-fly 
man  is  prone  to  sneer  just  as  vigorously  at  our 
ancient  wet-fly  method.  He  facetiously  alludes 
to  it  as  the  "  chuck  and  chance  it "  style.  Well, 
as  a  north-country  angler  I  have  no  objection  to 
that— so  long  as  I "  chuck  "  and  the  trout  "  chance 
it."  All  argument  as  to  the  general  superiority 
of  the  dry  or  wet  fly  appears  to  me  utterly  absurd 
— equally  as  absurd  as  attempting  to  prove  that 
our  Army  is  a  superior  fighting  force  to  our  Navy, 
or  vice  versa.  It  all  depends  upon  where  the 
battle  is — on  sea  or  on  land,  on  a  smooth  gliding 
chalk  stream  or  the  rough  broken  water  of  a 
moorland  beck.  Like  the  Army  and  Navy,  wet 
and  dry-fly  fishing  should  be  regarded  as  twin 
services.    Each  in  its  own  appointed  place  is  best. 

Anyhow,  be  that  as  it  may,  on  the  Wharfe,  as 
on  neighbouring  streams,  we  fish  the  wet  fly,  and 
that  wet  fly  is  mostly  of  what  is  known  as  the 
"spider"  variety.  I  don't  think  this  is  a  very 
happy  name  for  a  Yorkshire  hackled  fly.  Such 
spiders  as  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  have  a 
decided  tendency  to  "  ombompong  "  —  a  podgy, 
plum-puddingy  kind  of  body— and  our  so-called 
"  spider  "  flies  are  as  spare  and  lean  in  the  body  as 
a  charity  dinner.  They  more  nearly  resemble  a 
miniature  umbrella  without  cover,  and  when  dry 
and  new  have  about  as  much  likeness  in  shape  to 
the  natural  insect  as  the  umbrella  frame  has  to  a 
barn-door  rooster,  composed  as  they  are  merely 
of  a  wrapping  of  coloured  silk  on  the  shank  of 
the  hook,  and  a  turn  or  two  of  hackle  at  the  head. 
Yet,  once  in  the  water,  it  is  wonderful  what  close 
resemblance  they  then  bear  to  the  drowned  insect, 
with  its  wings  and  legs  clogged  and  clinging  to  its 
body  by  reason  of  their  water-logged  condition. 
True,  we  occasionally  use  a  winged  fly,  such  as 
the  March  Brown;  but  the  spare,  tiny  hackled 
flies  are  our  great  stand-by. 

Then,  too,  in  the  teeth  of  the  modern  expert 
published  theory  of  trout  fishing,  we  fish  down- 
stream! The  salmon  fisher  fishes  downstream; 
so  do  we.  I  specially  drag  in  a  reference  here  to 
salmon  angling,  because  on  om-  broad,  strong 
river  our  method  of  fly  fishing  might  almost,  if 
the  bull  be  pardonable,  be  termed  "  salmon  fishing 
for  trout."  There  is  something  of  sweet  reason- 
ableness after  aU  in  our  downstream  fishing. 
Our  river  runs  from  west  to  east,  and  five  days 
out  of  six  the  wind  blows  down  the  dale.  On 
account  of  the  nature  of  the  banks,  high  and 
fringed  with  overhanging  trees,  it  is  necessary  to 
wade ;  and  anybody  struggling  thigh-deep  for  a 
day  against  our  heavy  currents,  incessantly 
casting  the  lightest  of  fly  tackle  in  the  teeth  of  a 
stiff  dale  breeze,  would,  I  have  no  doubt,  hail  a 
few  hours  on  the  treadmill  as  a  sweet  relaxation. 
That  seems  to  me  one  all-suflScient  reason  for 
fishing  downstream.  Why  should  we  make  a 
herculean  labour  of  a  pleasant  pastime  ? 


See  the  old  Yorkshire  fly  fisher  at  work  on  our 
river !  His  all-pervading  characteristic  is  deliberate 
coolness.  His  whole  mind  is,  apparently,  centred 
upon  the  catching  of  trout,  and,  for  the  time 
being,  the  "  flowers  that  grow  on  the  banks  "  are 
naught  to  him — unless  his  hooks  get  accidentally 
hung  up  in  them.  Long  years  of  fishing,  with  all 
its  mingled  disappointments  and  triumphs,  have 
made  of  him  a  stoic,  and  whether  you  see  him 
leisurely  strolling  across  the  meadows  to  the  river, 
or  landing  a  heavy  fish,  or  even  losing  a  heavier 
one,  his  bronzed,  weather-beaten  face  betrays  no 
more  emotion  than  the  features  of  a  Hindoo  god. 
It  is  only  when  you  catch  him  away  from  the 
river,  and  the  tongue  of  the  veteran  is  loosed  in 
sympathetic  converse,  that  y©u  can  adequately 
gauge  his  sporting  enthusiasm. 

Clad  to  the  thighs  in  heavy  wading  gear,  in  one 
hand  he  carries  his  single-handed  eleven-footer  of 
tapering  greenheart  or  composite  ash,  hickory, 
and  lancewood.  Occasionally  I  have  known  him 
succumb  to  the  seductions  of  split  cane,  but  the 
"  Castle  Connell  "  action  he  eyes  with  grave  dis- 
trust, and  will  have  none  of  it.  In  his  other  hand 
he  bears  the  landing-net  with  its  .5ft.  of  sturdy, 
iron-shod  ash  shaft — a  veritable  stafl:  of  support 
and  a  valuable  friend  to  lean  upon  when  wading 
the  heavy  streams — and  a  light  wooden  creel — the 
creel  par  excellence  for  preserving  fish  in  a  fresh 
condition — is  slung  from  his  shoulder. 

His  tackle  is  of  the  finest  and  most  delicate — 
the  gear  that  constrained  Charles  Kingsley  to 
write  on  his  first  visit  to  the  Yorkshire  dales: 
"  As  for  fishing,  I  am  a  clod ;  never  did  I  see  or 
hear  of  such  tackle  as  these  men  use — finer  than 
our  finest.  Squire  Topham  considers  my  tackle 
only  fit  to  hold  cart-horses."  His  casting  line  is 
3yds.  of  single  hair,  on  which  are  mounted 
generally  four,  but  sometimes  as  many  as  six  or 
seven,  tiny  flies  at  intervals  of  18in.  or  so. 

He  steps  into  the  river  maybe  at  the  head  of  a 
wide  streamy  reach,  and  casting  across  in  front  of 
him,  works  his  way  out  into  mid-stream.  And 
how  he  does  cast !  Surely  there  is  no  movement 
in  the  world  more  graceful  than  that  of  a  well- 
thrown  fly  line  in  the  north- country  style  !  There 
is  nothing  of  the  elongated  "figure  of  eight" 
suggestiveness  about  it.  "  Flogging  "  or  "  whip- 
ping "  the  stream  may  be  a  piquantly  picturesque 
phrase  to  attach  to  fly  fishing,  but  it  is  quite 
inapplicable  to  the  old  Yorkshire  manner  of 
casting,  where  the  line  in  the  backward  sweep 
never  extends  itself  behind  the  caster.  With  his 
long  line— perhaps  15yds.  of  it— at  full  length 
down  the  stream,  our  veteran  raises  his  rod  point, 
gently  lifting  a  considerable  portion  of  the  line 
from  the  water.  Then  a  short,  light,  playful, 
backward  sweeping  toss  of  the  rod  top  (impossible 
to  minutely  describe)  brings  his  line  bellying  back 
in  a  huge  curve,  and  just  as  it  appears  to  the 
casual  observer  that  the  operation  has  reached  a 
point  completely  beyond  the  angler's  control,  and 
that  the  whole  writhing  line  is  infallibly  bound  to 
collapse  in  a  hopeless  tangle  beside  him,  the 
angler's  arm  shoots  out  to  its  full  length,  accom- 
panied by  a  forward  wave  of  the  rod,  and  the  line 
uncurls  itself  before  him  straight  to  the  mark, 
and  the  flies  fall  soft  as  a  mother's  kiss  upon  the 
water.  Some  such  cast  as  this  is  necessary  on  our 
rivers,  for  the  angler  is  constantly  fishing  with 
trees  or  high  banks  at  his  back,  and  did  he  confine 
himself  to  the  simpler  backward  and  forward 
style  of  throwing,  taught  by  the  angling  text- 
books, he  would  everlastingly  be  getting  hung  up, 
and  his  stock  of  flies,  or  his  stock  of  patience — 
perhaps  both — speedily  exhausted. 

Immersed  to  his  thighs  in  mid-river,  our  angler 
calmly  makes  a  cast  right  across  the  stream  to 
where  the  heavier  current  runs  deeper  under  the 
steep,  bush-grown  bank,  and  trout  are  often  lying 
in  wait  for  what  the  gods  may  send  them.  Then 
a_  long,  light  cast  follows  well  in  to  the  opposite 
side,  where,  on  the  shallows  by  the  shelving 
shingly  beach,  the  fish  chase  the  lively  minnows 
or  grub  for  larvaj  in  water  barely  deep  enough  to 
cover  them.  A  step  downstream— another  cast 
to  right,  another  to  left.  And  so  the  game  goes 
on,  until  the  quick  flash  of  a  golden  side  or  a  tiny 
electric  tug  signifies  that  a  trout  has  been  found 
in  an  accommodating  humour.  A  quick,  gentle 
stroke — a  tightening  of  the  line,  and  a  hooked 
trout  dashes  off  into  the  strongest  part  of  the 
cm-rent.  There  is  no  hurry.  With  1.5yds.  or 
20yds.  of  line  out,  and  a  meri-y  trout  dancing  the 
"  Washington  Post "  in  a  rough  cun-ent  at  the 
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end  of  Syds.  of  single  hair,  hurry  would  spell 
disaster.  Humouring  him  a  little,  but  always 
keeping  a  tight  rein,  the  fish  is  drawn  near  and 
nearer,  until  the  long  shafted  landing-net  is 
quietly  slipped  under  him,  and  he  is  scooped 
out. 

Thereupon  there  is  no  needless,  triumphant, 
splashing  "  procession  of  one  "  ashore  to  unhook 
the  fish  and  inter  him  decently  in  the  pannier. 
Instead,  our  veteran,  quietly  holding  the  fe,nding- 
net  handle  between  his  legs,  sticks  the  butt  of  his 
rod  into  the  top  of  his  right  wader,  like  a  coach- 
man sticks  his  whip  into  its  leathern  socket,  and, 
with  both  hands  free  for  the  business,  releases  his 
fly,  gives  the  trout  his  merciful  quietus  by  crack- 
ing his  spine  with  his  finger  and  thumb,  and 
consigns  him  to  that  bourne  from  which  no 
trout  retmn  save  |on  their  way  to  the  frying- 
pan. 

Lighting  his  pipe,  our  fisherman  unships  his 
rod  from  his  wader,  grips  his  guiding  staff  once 
more,  and  resumes  his  sport.  Working  slowly 
down-stream,  he  throws  well  in  under  the  over- 
hanging bushes,  wheedles  his  flies  through  every 
eddy  round  the  great,  upstanding  mossy  boulders, 
and  searches  every  inch  of  the  broken  water 
where  the  roystering  stream  tumbles  itself 
boisterously  into  the  head  of  some  deep  pool. 

So,  picking  up  a  fish  here  and  there,  he  goes 
stolidly  on  until  he  has  had  enough  of  the  sport. 
And  as  he  leaves  the  river,  deliberately,  leisurely 
as  he  entered  it,  none  shall  tell  from  the  im- 
perturbable set  of  his  stoic  countenance  whether 
three  or  three  and  thirty  trout  line  his  creel. 

W.  Carter  Platts, 


A  JULY  EVENING  ON  THE  COLN, 


It  was  a  glorious  July  evening  when  I  found 
myself  seated  behind  one  of  the  fastest  and  best 
trappers  in  the  county,  bowling  along  over  the 
breezy  Ootswold  hills  for  an  evening's  fishing  on 
a  well-stocked  and  most  picturesque  fishery  up 
amongst  the  Cotswold  hills. 

The  scenery  as  we  dmre  along  was  very 
delightful.  Here  was  a  picturesque  castle 
embowered  in  majestic  oaks  and  elms,  and  a  gay 
flag  floating  in  the  summer  breeze ;  a  massive 
embattled  church  tower,  with  an  old  manor  farm- 
house close  by.  We  ascend  the  steep  hill  of  a 
Cotswold  village,  and  then  find  ourselves  on  the 
verge  of  the  Cotswold  hills.  What  a  splendid 
view  here  all  at  once  bursts  on  us,  with  the  Coin 
winding  like  a  snake  through  the  valley !  Up  and 
down  two  more  steep  hills,  and  we  then  come  to 
the  top  of  the  hill  at  the  foot  of  which  is  the 
water  we  are  going  to  fish.  Here,  indeed,  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  views  in  the  whole  county, 
but  we  have  no  time  to  linger  over  it  to-night, 
but  push  rapidly  on,  and  soon  arrive  at  our 
destination  at  the  snug  hostelry  called  The  Swan, 
and  soon  have  the  rod  out. 

It  was  quite  seven  o'clock  before  I  got  on  the 
water,  but  there  was  a  beautiful  rise  on,  and, 
mounting  one  of  James  Ogden's  deadly  Alders,  I 
at  once  set  to  work. 

It  was  some  time  before  I  could  get  a  rise  out 
of  a  fish,  although  they  were  sucking  the  natural 
flies  in  most  freely. 

A  trout  was,  however,  rising  fast  and  furious 
right  under  the  opposite  bank,  and  it  immediately 
took  me,  but  I  only  just  turned  him  over,  and  he 
got  off  in  the  weeds.  At  the  next  cast  I  got  hold 
of  a  pretty  12in.  trout,  which  was  consigned  to 
the  creel,  and  then,  moving  on  upstream,  soon  get 
another  of  the  same  size.  And  I  rose  two  or 
three  more  good  fish,  but  did  not  hook  them,  and, 
the  light  failing,  I  gave  it  up,  for  I  am  a  bad  one 
to  fish  in  the  dark.  But  I  am  very  content  with 
the  nice  brace  of  trout  I  have  got,  and  cannot 
refrain  from  mentioning  the  courtesy  and  ex- 
treme kindness  awarded  me  by  the  comely  lessee 
of  the  fishery.  Dry  Fly. 


P "  China  and  the  Present  Crisis,  with 
Notes  on  a  Visit  to  Japan,"  is  the  title  of  a 
new  work  by  Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  M.P.,  which 
will  be  published  almost  immediately  by  Messrs. 
Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co.  Mr.  Walton  has 
only  recently  returned  from  an  eight  months' 
journey  in  the  East. 


SUMMER  FISHING  ON  THE  BROADS. 

So  much  has  been  written  in  praise  of  the 
fishing  on  the  Norfolk  rivers  and  Broads,  that,  as 
a  ride,  most  of  the  pleasure  seekers  who  go  there 
fishing  for  the  first  time  make  up  then-  minds  that 
they  are  sure  to  have  a  fine  time  of  it ;  that  it  is 
only  necessary  to  get  a  boat  and  some  fishing 
tackle  and  plenty  of  sport  is  certain.  This  is  to 
be  seen  principally  when  the  great  migration  from 
London  takes  place  to  enjoy  the  cool  breezes  of 
the  East  coast  towards  the  end  of  July.  Then 
the  mai'gins  of  the  rivers  and  broads  are  thickly 
peopled  with  all  soi-ts  and  conditions  eager  to 
have  a  big  take  of  fish.  These  soon  have  very 
rude  awakenings  and  the  sooner  they  put  themselves 
inthehandsof  someone  capable,  who  has  athorough 
knowledge  of  the  fishing  in  the  district,  the  better, 
but  these  men  are  really  very  scarce.  Scores 
may  be  found  who  know  all  about  a  boat,  rowing 
or  sailing,  but  reaUy  take  little  or  no  interest  in 
fishing,  though  they  may  pretend  to,  so  one  often 
sees  people  trying  to  catch  fish  when  either  the  time 
or  place,  or  baits  and  tackle  are  entirely  against 
sport.  The  artful  one,  with  his  keep  net  full  of 
big  fish,  has  probably,  by  judicious  baiting  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  proper  pitches,  and  an  hour  or 
two's  fishing  before  and  after  sunrise,  been  able 
to  astonish  his  brother,  who  has  only  just  turned 
out  of  bed  and  expects  to  catch  fish  when  the 


roach  has  a  small  mouth,  and  is  a  dainty  feeder 
A  tiny  morsel  of  crust  is  almost  the  exact  counter- 
part of  a  particle  of  ground- bait  being  carried 
down  with  the  cun-ent.  It  is  more  likely  to 
deceive  than  a  piece  as  big  as  a  hazel  nut ;  and 
every  bite  ought  to  be  successfully  responded  to. 
I  have  frequently  seen  capable  roach  fishers  put 
on  the  hook  cubes  fully  ^in.  in  size — a  good 
mouthful  for  a  chub,  perhaps,  but,  unless  roach 
are  ravenous,  they  will  not  stand  a  chance  against 
a  mite  of  brown  crust  just  sufficient  to  cover  the 
barb  and  bend  of  a  No.  11  hook. 

Talking  of  brown  crust  leads  me  to  express  the 
opinion  that,  until  somewhat  late  in  the  evening, 
cubes  of  this  colour  are  accountable  for  more  fish 
than  dirty  white  (to  use  an  Irishism)  ones.  When 
the  tip  of  the  float  can  only  just  be  discerned, 
lighter  coloured  cubes  may  be  tried  with  ad- 
vantage. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  crust  may  be 
prepared.  The  lazy  plan,  but  one,  perhaps,  as 
good  as  any,  is  to  soak  the  bottom  of  a  loaf  by 
the  riverside,  and,  when  soft  enough,  to  pinch  off 
pieces  as  required.  The  more  artistic  method  is 
to  cut  up  the  crust  in  cubes,  either  dry  or  after 
the  bread  has  been  soaked.  This  makes  a  neat 
bait,  although,  in  the  opinion  of  "some  roach 
fishermen,  the  rougher  bait  is  to  be  preferred. 

An  all  impoi-tant  matter  is  the  adjustment  of 
the  float  in  order  that  the  bait  may  swim  at  the 
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Roach  Fishing  on  Wkoxham  Broad, 


sun  is  hot,  the  water  hot,  while  the  fish  have 
finished  feeding,  and  are  lying  in  the  weeds  in  an 
almost  comatose  state.  The  Broads  and  rivers  of 
Norfolk  are  hard  fished  nowadays,  and  will  not 
yield  their  fish  to  duffers.  But  there  are  scores 
of  people  who  like  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of 
Broad-land  boating,  and,  if  possible,  a  bit  of  fish- 
ing, but  with  no  pretensions  to  much  knowledge 
of  the  art ;  but,  as  before  said,  if  they  mean 
fishing,  they  cannot  do  better  than  secure  the 
services  of  a  proficient  for  the  district.  H. 


HINTS  ON  CRUST  FISHING. 


That  bread  crust  is  a  grand  bait  for  roach 
every  angler  who  fishes  the  Thames  and  its  many 
tributaries  will  at  once  attest.  It  has  everything 
to  recommend  it.  So  long  as  there  is  a  baker's 
shop  at  hand  it  is  easily  obtainable ;  it  is  clean  to 
use,  and  succeeds  where  other  baits  fail.  But 
there  are  a  few  matters  to  be  born  in  mind  by 
those  who,  it  may  be,  are  only  just  commencing 
to  appreciate  its  high  value  in  summer,  autumn 
and  winter.  Sundry  peculiarities  there  are  in 
crust  fishing,  which  the  erstwhile  gentle  and  paste 
angler  may  possibly  not  be  acquainted  with. 
Hence  these  jottings  in  regard  to  it. 

And  first  of  all  I  would  lay  particular  stress 
upon  the  fact  that  large  cubes  are  a  mistake.  The 


proper  depth.  Plumbing  the  depth  and  allowing 
an  inch  off  the  bottom  will  not  exactly  answer 
with  crust,  for  a  reason  I  will  presently  explain. 
My  plan,  after  ascertaining  the  depth,  is  to 
adjust  the  float  so  that,  minus  the  crust,  it  would 
touch  bottom,  and  then  allow  an  inch  deeper. 
Why  this  is  done  is  because  crust  is  lighter  than 
water.  If  half  a  dozen  cubes  are  thrown  in,  they 
will  float  down  until  they  are  collared  by  a  hungry 
chub  or  dace.  It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  if 
the  hook  is  arranged  to  clear  the  bottom  by  an 
inch,  as  in  the  case  of  gentle  fishing,  crust,  if 
fished  at  the  same  depth,  would  rise  that  much, 
and  even  more  if  the  water  were  at  all  fast,  unless 
there  is  a  shot  or  two  on  the  hook  length  to  keep 
it  well  down.  I  never  care  to  have  shot  on  the 
hook  length  at  all,  but  in  <^uBt  fishing  it  is  a 
necessity  to  prevent  the  bait  from  rising. 

As  to  ground-bait,  I  may  at  once  say  that  it  is 
most  inadvisable  to  mix  up  clay  with  it.  Gi*ound- 
bait  can  be  made  stiff  enough  in  all  conscience 
with  bread  and  bran  pure  and  simple,  and,  if  the 
stream  be  very  fast,  a  good-sieed  stone  put  inside 
a  ball  will  carry  it  quickly  to  the  bottom.  Be- 
sides, it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  long  a 
hard  ball  of  clay,  bran,  and  bread,  as  made  oy 
ninety -nine  persons  out  of  a  hundred,  would  take 
to  dissolve  in  even  a  moderately  fast  swim.  In 
slow  water,  like  that  in  the  Oolne  and  Wey,  for 
instance,  I  opine  that  if  clay  were  used  in  com- 
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posing  the  ground-bait,  there  would  be  at  the  end 
of  a  day's  fishing  quite  a  small  hill  of  the  mixture 
to  spoil  the  pitch  and  ruin  the  swim.  The 
Kennet  runs  pretty  rapidly,  but  even  here  clay  in 
the  ground-bait  is  a  distinct  disadvantage.  In 
comparatively  quiet  waters,  like  those  rivers 
mentioned,  the  continuous  passage  of  fragments 
of  the  mixture  along  the  swim  is  a  great  aid  to 
filling  the  creel.  No  big  balls  or  miniature 
puddings  are  required  here.  Far  better  is  it  to 
use  homeopathic  doses  pretty  liberally  while  fish- 
ing, the  ground-bait  being  made  only  moderately 
stiff.  Throwing  in  two  or  three  large  lumps  just 
when  the  fit  takes  one  will  not  answer  at  all. 

Sometimes  roach  bite  extremely  shyly  at  crust 
as  they  do  at  paste.  Here  is  a  tip  to  those  who 
do  not  already  know  it.  The  moment  the  float 
arrives  at  the  termination  of  a  swim  is  often  an 
all-important  one,  for  when  the  bait  rises  from 
the  bottom  the  roach  seem  to  regard  it  as  a  favour- 
able opportunity  for  annexing  it.  It  appears  as 
if  they  had  watched  its  progress  down  stream 
towards  them,  and  meant  having  it  when  it  passed 
by  them.  But  after  sailing  quietly  and  steadily 
down  it  looks  as  if  it  were  about  to  escape  them 
as  it  moves  towards  the  surface  through  the 
angler  stopping  the  float  preparatory  to  making  a 
fresh  cast,  The  roach  then  seizes  it,  and  commits 
piscatorial  suicide  by  hooking  itself.  There  is  no 
perceptible  movement  of  the  tell-tale,  and  the 
first  impression  one  has  who  is  not  alive  to  the 


secure  the  prize  than  if  he  were  without  a  running 
line.  We  occasionally  read  of  big  fish  being 
landed  with  a  tight  line  on  drawn  gut,  and  even 
hair,  but  we  hear  far  oftener  tales  of  woe  in  the 
shape  of  smashes  up,  which  in  many  cases  might 
not  have  occurred  had  light  running  tackle  been 
adopted  instead  of  the  tight  line  so  tenaciously 
clung  to,  aye,  and  almost  worshipped  by  Lea 
fishermen  in  particular,  and  "  roach-polers "  in 
general.  The  Chiel 


BASS. 


FISHING  FOR  A  PIKE  TO 
PHOTOGRAPHED. 


BE 


One  middle  of  August  blazing  hot  day  my 
scorcher  angler  photographer  met  me.  "Just 
the  man  I  want  to  see.  Do  you  know  where  I 
shall  be  certain  of  seeing  a  big  pike  being  played 
so  that  I  can  get  a  realistic  snapshot  of  the  opera^ 
tion  while  this  splendid  light  lasts  ?  "  "  No,  ^ 
don't."  "  But  deuce  take  it.  You  have  caught  a 
hundredweight  of  pike  a  day ;  big  ones,  too.' 
"  Ah,  jes.  Not  such  weather  as  this  though." 
"  Well,  you  must  help  me."  "  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  do  so,  but  I  don't  think  much  of  our  chance." 
In  good  time  a  proper  application  brought  an 
order  from  the  Dake  of  Marlborough  to  pike  fish 
at  Blenheim,  one  of  the  most  pikey  lakes  in  the 
country.  Journeying  from  Paddington  one 
morning  with  a  heap  of  paraphernalia— photo- 


Spinning  for  Pike  at  Wroxham 


real  reason  is  that  a  weed  has  been  encountered. 
It  pays,  however,  well,  the  moment  the  least 
obstruction  is  felt  at  the  extremity  of  a  swim,  to 
give  a  decisive  strike.  It  may  be  that  a  piece  of 
trailing  weed  has  caught  the  hook,  or  it  may  be 
that  something  in  the  shape  of  a  lib.  roach  has 
caused  the  apparent  slight  hang  up. 

With  regard  to  hooks  it  is  only  necessary  to 
say  that  they  should  not  be  too  short  in  the  wire, 
nor  go  to  the  other  extreme.  It  is,  of  course, 
advisable  to  use  the  finest  tackle  when  the  water 
is  bright — as  it  is,  more  or  less,  throughout  the 
summer.  No.  11  hooks  on  4x  drawn  gut  are  not 
too  thin,  if  carefully  and  delicately  handled.  If 
the  gut  is  stained  chestnut,  so  much  the 
better.  No  matter  what  time  of  the  year  it  may 
be,  I  have  invariably  found  that  gut  of  this 
colour  gives  me  the  largest  basket. 

In  making  a  last  suggestion  I  am  sure  that 
many  "professors"  of  the  fine  art  of  roach 
fishing  will  join  issue  with  me.  It  is  this :  I 
strongly  advise  the  employment  of  a  running  line 
when  crust  fishing.  If  required,  an  absolutely  tight 
line  can  easily  be  rigged  up  by  tying  a  match  on 
the  silk  plait,  so  that  when  the  winch  is  wound 
up  the  match  stops  at  the  top  end  ring,  and  the 
line  is  taut  from  reel  to  rod  point.  It  very  often 
happens  that  a  chub,  barbel,  or  bream  pays  a 
visit  to  a  roach  swim  in  the  course  of  a  day's 
fishing,  and  if  it  takes  a  fancy  to  the  cube,  the 
angler,  who  is  fishing  very  fine,  is  more  likely  to 


graphic,  fishing,  and  eatable — we  arrived  on  the 
shores  of  that  lovely  lake  set  in  the  midst  of  a 
spacious  park,  with  its  palace  of  regal  proportions 
in  the  background,  and  the  dear  old  fisherman 
(oldest  servant  of  the  Dake)  to  attend.  Rods, 
traces,  flights  quickly  adjusted,  also  tripod 
camera  and  lens  of  the  fastest  set-up ; 
but  where,  and  oh  where,  is  one  big  pike  ? 
Live-baiting,  spinning,  and  all  the  other 
approved  methods  would  not  induce  Master 
Pike  to  come  and  be  photographed,  only 
one  feeble  run  with  no  result.  Blazing  hot 
sun,  water  as  clear  as  gin,  not  a  ripple,  made  it 
evident  it  was  no  use  trying,  so  a  few  photographs 
to  identify  the  beautiful  surroundings  were  done, 
but  the  special  one  we  wanted  most  had  to  be 
abandoned.  Tet  another  journey  to  Norfolk  with 
extra  special  rapid  plates,  permission  to  fish  some 
of  the  best  private  broads,  and  lodged  on  one  of 
John  Loyne's  yachts  to  be  handy,  would  not  after 
three  days'  fishing  give  us  any  but  small  jack,  and 
these  very  early  in  tbe  morning,  when  we  wanted 
to  snap-shot  the  mighty  swirl  of  a  20-pounder, 
the  bend  of  the  rod,  and  the  proper  action  of  the 
fisher.  Three  mortal  days  were  spent  in  tropical 
weather  trying  to  induce  a  big  pike  to  be  photo- 
graphed. Doubtless  a  lively  bait  on  a  trimmer 
put  out  at  night  would  have  been  certain,  but  my 
friend's  ideas  about  the  proprieties  of  sport  would 
not  allow  this  to  be  done,  so  we  had  to  return  to 
town  without  the  much  wished  for  photo.  H. 


In  my  humble  opinion  there  is  no  fish  in  the 
sea  to  equal  the  bass  for  real  sport.  Your 
pollack  makes  a  grand  rush  when  he  first  feels 
the  steel  I  allow,  but  that  rush  is  downwards  into 
rocky  fastnesses,  and  must  therefore  be  firmly 
met  and  checked  at  all  risks,  and  then  "  oh,  what 
a  surprise!"  The  valiant  fighter  you  fondly 
imagined  you  had  hooked  turns  into  a  mere  log ! 
a  coward!  even  the  pouting  has  a  stouter  heart. 
Your  pollack  is  a  fraud.  He  is  right  enough 
once  in  his  rocky  entrenchments,  his  marine 
kopjes.  You  will  find  it  hard  work  to  dislodge 
him  then,  but  get  him  in  the  open  and  he  chucks  up 
the  sponge,  in  spite  of  all  his  previous  bombast  and 
swagger.  So  to  stop  that  first  rush  your  tackle 
must  be  stout,  for  you  dare  not  let  him  have  a 
yard  of  line,  and  then  the  subsequent  proceedings 
are  of  little  interest,  even  to  the  pollack,  to  judge 
by  his  demeanour.  But  the  bass !  ah,  that's 
quite  another  pair  of  shoes.  True,  there  are 
villainous  people  who  fish  for  him  on  the  bottom 
of  muddy  harbours,  in  thick  waters,  baiting  with 
the  loathsome  lug.  Their  tackle  matches  their 
thick  heads,  and  when  on  rare  occasions  they 
skullhaul  some  decrepit  and  dissipated  old  fish 
out  of  turgid  holes  their  joy  is  positively 
indecent.  It  is  not  of  such  methods  that  I  would 
write,  but  of  something  more  sporting  than  that. 

Imagine  a  coast  of  bold  headlands,  sweeps  of 
sandy  beach,  rocky  inlets,  prawn-abiding  pools. 
In  one  of  these  inlets,  bays,  creeks,  call  them 
what  you  will,  fringing  the  sandy  shore  and 
backed  by  the  high  clifEs,  nestles  a  clean  white 
little  village.  Nets  and  drying  linen  festoon 
every  available  wall  and  paling,  and  roses  riot 
everywhere.  Here  and  there  stands  a  house 
rather  bigger  than  its  neighbours ;  these  are  for 
letting  to  the  bathers,  from  £6  to  £12  a  month 
during  the  summer  being  the  usual  rent,  accord- 
ing to  their  size  and  the  degree  of  comfort  with 
which  they  are  furnished.  For  though  the  station 
is  far  away,  some  wise  people  come  here  in  the 
heat,  and  enjoy  the  primitive  life  and  clear  blue 
waters.  The  butcher  kills  but  once  a  week,  and 
we  fight  for  the  best  pieces.  The  set  of  our 
trousers  and  colour  of  our  ties  trouble  us  not, 
indeed,  we  sometimes  dispense  with  them — ties  I 
mean,  of  course,  though  I  firmly  believe  noljody 
would  notice  if  we  forgot  to  put  on  the  other 
things  as  weU,  for  are  we  not  twenty-three 
kilometres  from  the  railway  and  civilization  ! 

There,  the  cat  is  out  of  the  bag ;  it  is  of  France 
I  speak,  in  the  Cotes  du  Nord,  in  a  word,  the 
village  of  Erquy. 

"  Erquy,"  1  hear  you  say,  "  who  the  divil  ever 
heard  of  Erquy  ?  "     A  good  many  more  people 
than  you  suppose,  my  friend;   for  Erquy  has 
stone  quarries— splendid  hard  stone,  too,  it  is— 
also  a  jetty  quite  50^ds.  long ;  and  now  and  again, 
tied  alongside  that  jetty,  dwarfing  it,  overpower- 
ing it,  well  nigh  dragging  it  out  by  its  roots  when 
she  rolls,  you  may  see  a  steamer,  and  the  flag 
that  flies  and  the  speech  that  speeches  is  familiar, 
for  floating  down  on  the  soft  evening  breeze  I 
catch  the  sanguinary  adjective  beloved  of  both 
Tar  and  Tommy  standing  boldly  out  amid  the 
raffle  of  French  sounds.    And  in  due  course  the 
ship  sails  away,  loaded  up  to  her  hatches  with 
stone;  broken  stone,  stone  in  squares,  stone  in 
oblongs,  stone  in  wedges,  stone  in  all  kinds  of 
shapes  and  forms.    And  though  perhaps  you 
know  it  not,  when  you  rattle  over  the  paved  roads 
at  home,  you  may  be  rattling  over  Erquy,  sir! 
And  when  you  see  your  steam  roller  crushing 
down  the  beds  of  jagged  pink  fragments,  and 
transforming  a  wild  and  choppy  sea  of  stone  into 
a  neat  and  level  track,  you  witness,  maybe,  the 
crashing  of  Erquy.    And  again,  though  I  would 
not  for  worlds  be  personal,  when,  let  us  say, 
somebody  in  whom  you  take  an  interest  is  break- 
ing their  little  bit  in  return  for  a  night's  lodging, 
or,   perhaps,   six  months'  board    and  bed  at 
Government's  expense,  he  is  breaking  up  good 
Erquy.    So,  you  see,  you  may  be  quite  in  touch 
with  us  without  knowing  it,  especially  if  you 
come  a  cropper  from  your  bike,  and  land  on  a 
nice  sharp  Erquy  point.     Then,  indeed,  you 
may  be  said  to  have  intimate  and  perhaps  painful 
relations  with  Erquy.    But  this  is  not  bass,  and 
bass  is  what  I  want  to  write  about. 

Both  pollack  and  bass  frequent  these  coasts  in 
immense  numbers.    I  wonder  what  some  of  my 
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old  Deal  friends  would  say— I  talk  of  twenty- 
years  ago— to  a  catch  of  thirty  of  the  former  in 
two  hours'  fishing  off  the  end  of  the  jetty !  That 
is  what  I  did  the  other  day  from  six  to  eight,  and 
anybody  can  do  the  same  any  evening  the  tide 
serves.    The  tide  goes  out  a  tremendous  way  at 
Erquy,  even  in  the  neaps,  and  at  the  springs,  why 
the  sea  nearly  goes  away  altogether.    At  these 
latter  times  all  Erquy  goes  down  to  the  rocks  and 
sands,  and  not  only  Erquy,  but  the  inhabitants  of 
the  hinterland  as  well  invade  our  solitudes, 
coming    down   in    their    country    carts  and 
poaching,  as  we  think  it,  on  our  own  special 
property.  Then  may  you  see  the  old  women  in  all 
their  glory  scooping  up  the  prawns  in  small  hand 
nets.    The  boulders  are  turned  over,  and  in  the 
little  crystal  pool  beneath  the  big,  lusty,  dark  red 
chaps  are  to  be  found  in  plenty.    The  old  men 
rummage  around  armed  with  long  pliant  sticks  of 
chestnut  wood,  such  as  are  used  to  make  barrel 
hoops  with.  A  sharply-pointed  gaff  hook  is  spliced 
on  to  the  end,  and  the  deadly  implement  shoved 
down  every  crack  and  crevice  that  is  to  be  found 
beneath  or  between  the  seaweed-fringed  rocks. 
Woe  betide  the  crab  or  lobster  that  comes  within 
their  ken.    They  get  him.    Oh,  yes,  they  get  him, 
hide  he  ever  so  wisely.  Long  practice  enables  the 
operator  to  know  the  difference  between  the  feel 
of  shell  and  rock,  and  then,  once  found,  the 
crustacean  has  but  a  small  chance.    The  hook 
gets  driven  home  into  the  unhappy  tenant  of  the 
crack  despite  his  hard  shell  and  desperate  efforts 
to  fight  off  the  horrible  thing  that  attacks  him 
more  mercilessly  than  his  enemy  the  octopus,  and 
out  he  has  to  come  willy  nilly.    Often  he  lacks  a 
claw,  left  behind  in  the  battle,  but  he  is  saleable 
for  all  that,  and  is  presently  being  hawked  round 
the  village,  finally  to  find  a  last  resting  place  in 
the  pot  of  the  apothecary  or  doctor,  or  more 
frequently  in  that  of  the  fat  village  cure,  as  red 
as  a  lobster  himself  generally.    Does  he  absorb 
the  colour  of  his  frequent  victims  I  wonder,  or  is 
it  all  the  generous  vintage?    Poor  lobster,  he 
has  a  hard  time  of  it  in  life,  and  his  death  is  not 
easy. 

The  young  women  and  children  scrape  for  sand- 
eels.  It  takes  two  to  catch  sand-eels  properly. 
One  walks  backwards,  dragging  after  her  a 
triangular  hoe  with  edges  turned  back  like  a 
ploughshare.  This  implement  throws  the  sand 
off  each  side  in  two  ridges.  The  other  sand-eeler 
walks  behind  with  eyes  fixed  on  the  hoe  and 
ha,nds  outstretched.  Presently  there  is  a  flashing 
ghnt  of  silver  for  a  second  in  the  sand  thrown  up 
and  down  pounces  No.  2  like  a  hawk,  grasping 
what  may  or  may  not  be  the  prey,  for  a  sand-eel 
turned  up  gives  but  one  wriggle  to  get  his  nose 
pointed  for  home,  and,  "  heigh,  presto !  "  is  buried 
again  and  out  of  sight,  unless  you  have  clutched 
him  in  that  brief,  maddening  moment.  It  is  no 
good  going  down  after  him;  you  might  as  well 
chase  the  lightning  flash.  When  the  tide  leaves 
him  first  he  reposes  peacefully  about  Sin.  below 
the  surface  of  the  sand,  but  turn  him  up  and 
miss  him,  and  he  is  down  2ffc.  or  more  in  as 
many  seconds.  Oh  wealth,  thy  name  is  surely 
sand-eel ! 

You  will  remark  that  I  make  no  mention  of  the 
young  men.  This  is  because  there  are  none. 
Erquy  during  the  summer  is  young-man-less 
The  Newfoundland  cod  fisheries  claim  all  of  them 
from  March  to  November;  some  for  longer  than 
that,  for  all  time.  It  is  hard  to  find  a  fisher 
family  anywhere  along  the  Breton  coast  that  has 
not  mourned  at  some  time  or  another  one  or  more 
of  its  members  swallowed  by  the  greedy  banks. 
Sometimes  it  is  a  whole  schooner  lost,  but  more 
often  one  or  two  of  the  crew.  Each  man  leaves 
his  schooner  in  the  morning,  alone  in  his  flat- 
bottomed  boat— doris  they  are  called— and 
anchors  for  the  day's  work.  Down  comes  the 
fog  like  a  wet  mass  of  wool,  and  in  a  moment  the 
schooner  is  blotted  out.  The  fog-horn  goes 
continually,  but  the  fishing  must  go  on.  Suddenly 
the  horrid  siren  is  heard,  and  a  huge  mass  looms 
and  disappears  again  as  a  great  heedless  steamer 
rushes  past  the  schooner  oblivious  of  all  but 
record  breaking  and  time.  The  Breton  captain 
mutters  a  curse  or  two,  and  wonders  what  the 
evening  will  bring  forth.  But  the  fog-horn  and 
the  fishing  go  on.  Six  o'clock,  seven  o'clock, 
eight,  nine,  ten— all  the  men  are  back  but  Jean 
He  never  comes  back,  and  his  village  in  far 
Finisterre  says,  "  Another."  But  what  does  it 
matter  ?   The  great  ship  landed  her  mails  in  good 
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time.  Somebody  added  to  their  store  of  gold ;  and 
surely  that  is  ample  in  the  balance  against  a  life  ? 
I  wonder. 

Buy  two  pairs  of  rope  soled  canvas  shoes, 
they  cost  9d.  a  pair.  Put  one  pair  and  your  socks 
in  your  pocket  or  basket,  and  the  other  on  your 
bare  feet.  EoU  up  your  breeks  and  join  the  old 
women  and  catch  prawns.  Tour  net  need  not  be 
large  as  long  as  it  is  small  in  mesh  ;  it  will  serve 
as  a  landing  net  presently.  Put  your  prawns 
into  your  basket  with  plenty  of  wet  seaweed,  and 
keep  them  out  of  the  sun  or  they  die,  and 
dead  prawns  are  an  abomination  to  bass.  When 
you  have  aU  you  want,  select  a  good  bold  rock 
jutting  out  from  the  base  of  the  cliffs— you  will 
have  plenty  to  choose  from  at  Erquy— and  be 
sure  that  you  can  retreat  up  the  cliffs  before  you 
are  surrounded  by  the  flowing  tide.  There  will 
be  generally  some  detached  rocks  and  boulders 
lying  on  the  sand  at  the  base  of  your  big  rock. 
This  is  half  the  battle.  You  will  surely  find  a 
little  pool  of  water  on  your  rock  in  which  to  keep 
your  bait  "  all  alive  oh,"  and  mind  you  cover  the 
pool  to  keep  it  dark.  Then  put  on  your  dry  kit 
and  wait  for  the  tide  that  will  presently  come 
racing  towards  you  over  the  level  sand,  and  get 
your  tackle  together.  Your  rod  must  be  light, 
long,  and  strong,  and  your  reel  big,  your  running 
line  fine  plaited  silk ;  I  use  Theaker's  roach  line ! 
and  your  gut  a  couple  of  yards  of  fine  undrawn. 
I  also  use  the  largest  sized  crystal  hook  I  can 
get,  which  is  not  very  big.  I  could  do  with 
bigger,  but  the  wire  must  be  fine.  Sea  hooks  are 
useless,  and  horrible  for  this  kind  of  fishing.  One 
little  shot  pinched  on  about  2ft.  from  the  hook, 
and  a  small  round  cork  float,  complete  my 
outfit. 

By  this  time  the  sea  will  have  reached 
your  rock,  and  begun  to  swirl  and  froth 
about  the  boulders  at  its  base.  Now's  your 
time. 

Hook  a  big  lively  prawn  gently  through  his 
tail.    I  don't  mean  pass  the  hook  up  his  body — 
just  hook  him  through  his  tail  so  as  to  hold  him. 
Your  hook  will  show,  but  that  will  not  matter  in 
the  popple  of  water,  and  the  prawn  will  swim 
gaily  round  and  about  in  about  18in.  of  froth  and 
scum  and  seaweed  and  sand ;  in  fact,  in  all  the 
debris  that  comes  in  with  the  water,  and  where 
nobody  but  a  bass  fisher  would  dream  of  looking 
for  anything  but  derision  from  his  friends.  But 
that  is  where  you  will  find  the  fish,  and  presently 
your  unpretentious  cork  will  disappear,  or  run 
along  perhaps,  and  there  you  are.    Don't  strike; 
just  raise  your  rod  point  well  up,  and  pull  gently. 
The  fine  wire  will  hold  where  the  usual  sea  rub- 
bish wouldn't  scratch.    At  first  you  will  imagine 
that  you  have  fouled  the  bottom  or  a  chunk  of 
sea  weed ;  but  woe  to  you  if  your  line  is  not  free 
running.  Your  bottom  will  suddenly  tear  away  in 
a  monstrous  rush,  and  you  can  let  him  rip.  Bass 
don't  go  to  ground.    But,  having  brought  you  so 
far,  I'll  let  you  play  him  yourself;  but  don't  be 
too  long  enjoying  the  struggle,  for  as  the  water 
deepens  the  bass  will  leave,  and  then  you  must 
follow  their  example.    If  you  can  find  a  spot 
further  on,  or  a  creek  or  anywhere  where  the 
water  is  just  touching,  well  and  good ;  there  you 
will  probably  get  more  fish,  but  it's  no  good 
staying  after  they  have  passed;   they  follow 
the  water,  as  it  were,  and  you  must  always  be 
ready  for  them.  This  is  my  experience  of  foreign 
bass— French,   Spanish,  and  Portuguese.  Of 
English-bred  fish  I  know  very  little,  but  I  daresay 
their  habits  are  the  same.    Don't  forget  that  the 
prawn  must  be  alive.    Change  him  often  if  he 
dies,  though  if  you  use  fine  hooks,  and  hook  him 
only  through  the  very  shelly  end  of  his  tail,  he  will 
be  as  happy  as  possible  for  a  long  time,  and 
his  moving  feelers  and  legs  are  irresistible  to  a 
bass. 

The  sport  that  I  have  described,  even  with  a 
small  bass  of  a  couple  of  pounds,  is  first-class  fun. 
A  big  one  has  every  chance,  and  I  have  lost 
many  as  they  rush  about  in  the  boulders.  But  I 
would  sooner  have  "hooked  and  lost  than  ne'er 
have  hooked  at  all,"  and  I  can  catch  fish  where  the 
usual  sea  tackle  wouldn't  have  a  look  in  with  the 
cunning  sea  perch.  I  refer  to  that  used  by  the 
common  or  garden  sea  fisherman,  not  the  "  Deal 
experts."  Oyster. 
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Having  learned  that  some  small  measure  ol 
protection— in  the  direction  of  preventing  the 
destruction  of  the  spawning  fish  in  autumn,  had 
been  extended  for  some  three  or  four  years  to  a 
stream  which  forms  the  connecting  link  between 
two  naturally  excellent  trout  lakes  with  which  I 
am  fairly  intimate  in  a  mountain  district  of  south, 
western  Norway,  I  proceeded  thither  towards  thg 
end  of  the  third  week  in  June  to  see  if  there  were 
anything  to  be  done.  As  the  water  system  in 
question  lies  at  about  and  over  2000ft.,  that  date 
would  in  an  ordinai-y  year  have  been  too  early,  but 
the  present  season  being  in  these  parts  a  decidedly 
forward  one,  and  being  anxious  to  experiment 
before  anyone  else  had  a  try,  I  risked  having  to 
wait  for  sport,  and  went.  The  result,  as  it  chanced, 
was,  as  will  be  seen,  by  no  means  unsatisfactory.  , 
The  last  stage,  a  twenty  mile  one,  of  the  long 
drive  up  among  the  mountains  was  performedin  the 
company  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the  fishing  in' 
question,  and  from  him  I  heard  all  the  local  news 
long  before  reaching  our  destination.  How  many 
hundred  "tylvter"  (dozens)  of  logs  had  been  floated 
down  the  river,  and  how  many  had  got  jambed 
in  the  bed  thereof,  and  would  remain  there  until 
the  autumn  floods  helped  them  on  their  way;, 
how  many  of  the  good  folks  of  the  parish  had 
gone  to  the  land  of  the  wooden  nutmeg,  and  how 
many  had  returned  therefrom;  how  old  Ole' 
Olsen's  pony  had  come  to  grief  when  drawing 
timber  over  the  snow  in  winter,  and  how  the 
owner  of  the  unfortunate  animal  had,  after  weeks 
of  close  observation  of  its  remains,  succeeded  in 
shooting  a  large  bear,  attracted  to  the  spot  from 
afar  by  the  perfume;  how  Halvor,  the  local 
"Jaeger,"  when  slightly  more  elevated  than  usual 
at  "  Jul "  had  let  out  on  whose  ground  he  had  shot 
the  bi^^  bull  elk  the  previous  autumn,  and  how  a 
"  Sag '  (law  suit)  had  been  the  immediate  result ; 
how  some  intelligent  member  of  the  little  com- 
munity had  come  across  a  dynamite  cartridge 
carelessly  left  behind  by  some  mining  engineer, 
had  endeavoured  to  ascertain  its  contents  with  an 
axe,  a:nd  had  suffered  grievously  in  person 
accordingly ;  how  it  had  been  determined  amongst 
the  joint  owners  of  the  fishing  that  I  was  to  fish 
as  hard  as  I  pleased,  but,  in  order  the  more  clearly 
to  arrive  at  the  result  of  the  "  fredning "  (pro- 
tection) of  the  river,  I  was  to  put  no  fish  back. 

Acting  on  the  strength  of  this  last  piece  of 
information,  I  prepared  myself  for  a  hard  week, 
and  next  morning  commenced  operations  on  the 
lower  loch,  which  is  separated  from  the  upper  by 
some  four  miles  of  swift  flowing  river.  The 
former  sheet  of  water  is  a  favourable  specimen  of 
a  Norwegian  mountain  loch.    When  at  ordinary 
summer  level  it  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
length  by  from  400yds.  to  800yds.  in  width,  it 
abounds  in  bays,  rocky  islands  and  headlands, 
and  contains  very  little  water  too  deep  for  fly-fish- 
ing, while  the  bottom,  originally,  no  doubt,  clean 
and  stony,  is  nearly  everywhere  deeply  covered 
with  a  soft,  peaty  deposit  from  the  surrounding 
moorlands,  in  which  grass  and  various  kinds  of 
water  plants  flourish.    Although  on  the  inflowing 
stream  there  are  no  insuperable  falls  for  a  long 
distance,  so  superior  in  the  matter  of  food  are  the 
attractions  of  the  lake,  the  fish  do  not  ascend  the 
former,  even  after  a  rain  flood,  in  summer,  but  in 
autumn  they  resort  thither  for  spawning  pur- 
poses in  vast  numbers.     The  river,  therefore, 
forms  an  admirable  nursery,  from  which  annually 
the  small  trout,  with  which  it  is  crammed,  descend 
in  shoals  and  replenish  the  lake.    As,  when 
visiting  the   neighbourhood  some    years  ago, 
I  ventured  to  tell  the  proprietors,  artificial  hatch- 
ing is  absolutely  unnecessary ;  "  give.the  spawning 
fish  a  fair  chance,"  I  said,  "and  you  will  have 
any  amount  of  trout,  more,  probably,  than  is  con- 
ducive to  a  good  average  size."    The  result  of  the 
few  days'  fishing,  which  I  will  now  briefly  describe, 
confirmed  these  anticipations,  and  they  also 
tended  to  upset  somewhat  sundry  theories  in  re- 
gard to  weather  influences  on  trout  and  their 
general  behaviour,  which  are  pretty  generally 
accepted  by  anglers. 

On  the  morning  of  June  22  I  got  afloat  on  the 
lower  loch  in  a — for  this  part  of  the  country — 
fairly  decent  boat,  baling  being  absolutely  neces- 
sary about  every  ten  minutes  only.  A  strong 
southerly  wind,  which  lasted,  throughout  the  day, 
produced  a  good  ripple  on  the  surface,  while  dark 
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masses  of  cloud  overspread  the  sky.  The  loch, 
owing  to  its  being  dammed  up  at  the  lower  end 
for  timber  floating  purposes,  was  far  above  its 
usual  summer  height;  hundreds  of  acres  of  the 
surrounding  moorlands  were  submerged,  and  on 
the  tracts  of  shallow  water  thus  constituted  the 
trout  were  for  the  most  part  to  be  found.  Con- 
siderable intervals  occurred  during  the  day  when, 
owing  to  the  diflSculty  of  ascertaining  their 
whereabouts,  little  or  nothing  was  done,  and  a  good 
deal  of  time  was  thus  wasted ;  but  on  the  whole, 
and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  heavy  rain  was  pend- 
ing, I  made  a  good  basket,  consisting  of  eighty- 
four  fish,  weighing  411b.  There  were  a  number  of 
pounders,  and  three  or  four  a  little  over  that 
weight,  but  of  course  the  average  was  greatly 
reduced  by  the  arrangement  above  referred  to 
in  regard  to  retaining  all  the  small  fish.  The 
trout  were  in  good  condition,  rose  freely, 
and  from  the  secure  manner  in  which  they 
attached  themselves  to  the  flies,  were  evi- 
dently keen  after  food.  The  pattern  for  which 
they  showed  a  preference  was  a  black,  silver- 
bodied  Palmer ;  after  that  a  March  Brown.  That 
evening  heavy  rain  set  in  and  continued  through- 
out the  night,  and  the  next  day  I  fished  the 
same  loch  in  a  perfectly  dead  calm ;  but  the 
heavy  downpour,  which  never  for  a  moment 
ceased,  took  the  place  of  wind,  and  I  got  sixty- 
five  trout,  weighing  381b.  The  weather  con- 
ditions, however,  were  not  conducive  to  comfort. 
Throughout  the  day  many  hundreds  of  cattle, 
sheep,  and  goats  kept  passing  on  their  way  to  the 
upland  Saeters,  the  cries  of  the  half-starved 
animals  filling  the  air. 

On  the  following  Monday  the  weather  looked 
as  unfavourable  as  it  very  well  could  do  for 
fishing,  the  air  being  very  thundery — towards 
mid-day,  indeed,  there  was  a  peal  or  two — and 
there  being  no  wind  whatever.  There  were  a  few 
terrific  showers,  however,  daring  which  I  managed 
to  secure  fifty-eight,  which  averaged  rather  more 
than  half  a  pound  apiece — with  a  sprinkling  of 
pounders  as  usual.  Owing  to  the  letting  out  of 
the  dam  at  the  lower  end,  the  lake  had  fallen 
between  five  and  six  feet,  and  the  trout  seemed  to 
be  unsettled  in  consequence,  for  they  rose  badly, 
and  losses  after  hooking  were  very  numerous. 

The  next  day  the  same  thundery,  unsettled 
calm  weather  prevailed  ;  the  trout  rose  badly,  and 
I  only  got  forty,  being  driven  ofE  the  loch  at  5.30 
by  a  sudden  hurricane  of  wind  and  rain,  which 
threatened  demolition  to  everything  in  its  way. 

The  morning  of  the  27th  broke  clear  and  cloud- 
less, but  before  I  had  been  afloat  an  hour  thunder 
clouds  began  to  creep  up,  and  all  forenoon  the 
wind  blew  in  slight,  fitful  gusts  from  literally 
every  point  of  the  compass.  Nevertheless,  during 
these  puffs  I  picked  up  a  few  fish,  and  by  luncheon 
time  there  were  two  and  a-half  dozen  in  the  creel ; 
then  a  steady,  fresh  breeze  set  in  from  the  north 
and  cleared  away  the  electric  appearances,  and  I 
had  a  good  and  very  pleasant  afternoon's  sport, 
the  total  at  the  end  of  the  day  being  seventy -two 
fish  (421b.) 

The  next  day  the  weather  was  more  thundery 
than  ever,  with  the  usual  amount  of  calms  and 
shifting  breezes ;  just  after  two  o'clock  a  rattling 
storm  came  on  with  some  heavy  peals  and  light- 
ning ;  but  during  its  continuance  and  the  sheets 
of  rain  that  descended  I  caught  fifty-seven,  about  I 
the  usual  average,  mostly  with  the  Zulu. 

On  the  29th,  in  delightful  weather,  I  had — again 
in  spite  of  pending  rain,  as  it  turned  out — an 
excellent  day's  sport,  getting  ninety-six  trout, 
weighing  52lb.,  among  them  a  number  between 
lib.  and  l|lb.  A  steady  breeze,  accompanied  by 
bright  sunshine,  blew  throughout,  and  so  strong 
was  it  for  a  couple  of  hours  in  the  afternoon  that 
we  had  to  remain  in  a  somewhat  sheltered  bay 
for  that  length  of  time,  where  the  fish  run  small, 
or  the  average  would  have  been  better.  The 
March  Brown  accounted  for  the  bulk  of  the 
basket,  but  the  Zulu  was  a  very  good  second 
string.  The  fish  were  never  off  the  feed  in 
reality  all  day,  and  when  I  left  off  at  6  30  were 
still  taking;  for  one  day,  however,  I  had  killed 
enough. 

The  next  day,  June  the  30th,  I  started  in  some- 
what gloomy  weather  for  the  upper  loch,  distant 
from  the  house  about  four  miles,  but  before  we 
got  half  way  the  rain  set  in  again,  and  in  an 
houi-'s  time  a  deluge  commenced  which  did  not 
cease  once  all  day.  According  to  my  companion, 
who  himself  owned  this  lake,  the  weather  was 


perfect  for  it,  and  he  anticipated  a  record ;  but 
this  we  failed  to  accomplish.  Certainly,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  thorough  drenching,  I  got  ninety-three 
fish  of  the  usual  average  size,  but  had  they  been 
in  anything  like  a  decent  humour  the  number 
ought  to  have  been  at  least  doubled,  for  the  loch 
is  an  excellent  one,  very  similar  in  character  to 
the  lower,  than  which  too  it  contains  larger  trout. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  want  of  sunshine  and 
warmth,  they  rose  very  indifferently,  and  although 
the  actual  catch  was  about  the  same  as  that  of 
the  preceding  day,  the  difference  in  the  amount 
of  pleasure  derived  was  vast.  The  gloominess  of 
the  weather  seemed  even  to  affect  the  manner 
in  which  the  fish  seized  the  fly,  which  was 
almost  invariably  without  breaking  the  surface  of 
the  water  and  in  a  depressed  kind  of  way.  The 
mountains  were  wreathed  in  mist  down  to  their 
very  bases,  of  wind  there  was  hardly  any,  and 
altogether  a  more  miserable  day  I  have  seldom 
been  out  in ;  at  the  commencement  thereof  my 
man  conveyed  the  impression  to  me  that  he  was 
a  teatotaller,  but  later  on,  as  the  general  gloom 
and  dampness  settled  fairly  down,  his  principles 
gave  way,  and  he  joyfully  shared  my  whisky.  From 
the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  week 
referred  to  I  had  what  may  fairly  be  called  good 
trout  fishing  on  days  immediately  preceding 
downpours  of  rain,  and  on  others,  when  the  air 
was  full  of  electricity  and  thunder  was  rolling 
overhead,  both  of  them  conditions  which  are 
usually  considered  fatal  to  sport.  It  may  be 
urged  in  explanation  that  the  fish  in  these  waters 
are  comparatively  unsophisticated,  and  not  so 
subject  to  adverse  influences  as  their  more  highly 
educated  brethren — say  of  the  British  Isles ;  but 
my  experiences  in  the  first  week  of  July  would 
not  support  this.  During  that  period  the  con- 
ditions have  been  very  similar  to  those  which 
obtained  in  the  last  week  of  the  preceding  month 
— any  amount  of  rain,  thunder,  varying  winds, 
and  calms — and  the  sport  has  fallen  off  very 
much,  fifty-nine  fish  taken  to-day  (7th  July)  being 
much  the  best  basket  I  have  made. 

So  far  indeed  the  summer  promises  to  be  a  wet 
and  cold  one  in  these  regions,  but  before  it  is  over 
I  hope  to  fin  my  biggest  creel  a  good  many  more 
times.  Rtjgde. 


THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY'S  TOURIST  GUIDE  TO 
THE  CONTINENT. 


We  have  often  in  past  years  had  occasion  to 
notice  the  very  nicely  got  up  little  "guides" 
edited  by  Mr.  Percy  Lindley.  Among  the  new 
features  of  this  excellent  little  sixpenny  guide  are 
particulars  of  the  New  Ober-Ammergau  tours, 
express  services  to  Norway,  Denmark  and  Sweden 
via  the  Royal  Mail,  Harwich,  and  Hook  of  Holland 
route ;  of  new  tours  in  the  Luther  country  and 
Thuringian  and  Hautz  Mountains,  a  series  of 
Continental  maps,  and  a  chapter  of  "  Dull  useful 
Information,"  giving  particulars  as  to  the  cost  of 
Continental  travel.  There  are  many  illustrations, 
nicely  printed,  and  the  guide  can  be  had  at  all  the 
bookstalls  of  the  G.E.  Railway,  also  at  20,  Fleet- 
street,  and  2,  Cockspur-street,  W. 

The  attention  of  the  printers  should  be  caUed 
to  the  fact  that  they  have  forgotten  to  print  the 
title  of  the  work  along  the  back  ;  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  about  doing  this,  as  it  is  done  on  books 
half  the  size.  Where  a  book  with  a  blank  back 
gets  into  a  shelf  of  books  its  career  of  utility  has 
ended — until  it  is  re-discovered. 


SNIGGERING. 


I  MAKE  no  apology  for  the  title,  as  this  article 
is  intended  to  treat  of  a  very  ugly  subject. 

Some  of  your  readers  may  ask,  "  What  is 
sniggering  ?  "  North  of  Tweed  we  anglers  all 
know  too  well  what  it  means. 

As  to  the  word  itself,  it  used  to  mean,  in 
Scotch,  silly  giggling,  or,  more  broadly  Scotch 
still,  "  snicherin  "  But  now  it  means  catching 
fish  by  means  of  hooks  nolens  volens  (without  the 
volens),  or  foul-hooking  them.  In  legal  phrase- 
ology, snatching  or  drawing. 

Sniggering,  by  whatsoever  name  called,  is,  I 
daresay,  no  modern  invention.  I  have  never 
heard  who  invented  it,  or  where  it  was  first 
practised ;  but,  so  far  as  concerns  Aberdeenshire, 


at  least,  I  think  I  can  say,  like  the  old  Gaberlunzie 
in  Scott's  "  Antiquary,"  when  he  interrupted  the 
old  gentleman  who  was  showing  off,  and  de- 
scribing to  young  Allan  Fairfield  the  old  Roman 
remains  on  his  property.  "Praetorium  here  or 
Pitetorium  there,  I  mind  the  biggin  o'  it." 

My  first  recollection  of  sniggering  was  that  of 
rather  a  notorious  case  on  the  Don. 

One  dry  "back  end,"  some  thirty-five  years 
ago,  the  salmon  lay  crowded  in  a  deep  pool  at  the 
head  of  the  tideway.  A  certain  man  whom  I 
shall  call  "  Dorkie  "  rowed  himself  on  to  a  very 
small  island  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  called 
"  The  Devil's  Roc  k "  From  that  position  he 
was  able  to  command  the  water — and  the  fish 
also.  With  several  large  single  hooks  concealed 
in  worms,  for  appearance  or  for  conscience  sake, 
he  raked  the  bottom  until  he  came  into  contact 
with  the  fish.  Then,  striking  all  he  knew,  he 
drove  one  or  other  of  his  hooks  into  the  bodies  of 
the  fish.  So  strong  was  his  tackle,  he  very  quickly 
hauled  them  out.  I  was  told  Dorkie  killed  some 
300  fish  in  this  manner  before  Justice  took  a  boat 
of  her  own,  and  brought  him  off  his  island. 

My  second  recollection  of  sniggering  happened 
some  years  later,  and  I  regret  to  say  I  had  some 
hand  in  it  myself. 

I  was  fishing  at  that  time  on  the  Grandholm 
section  of  the  Don.  A  few  of  us  rented  it.  We 
paid  £2  a  rod  for  what  now  costs  £60  per  rod. 
The  mills  were  then  beginning  to  increase  in  sizf, 
and  more  water  was  becoming  necessary.  This 
gave  rise  to  the  dykes,  and  slowly  and  surely  they 
did  rise  until  nearly  the  whole  water  of  the  river 
was  diverted  into  the  lakes,  leaving  the  dykes 
almost  dry  except  during  floods.  This  was 
particularly  true  in  the  case  of  the  Mugie  Moss 
Dyke.  It  gradually  became,  and  now  is,  a 
regular  fortification.  When  the  water  is  high 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  legitimate  sport  to  be  got 
in  the  Saugh  Pot  below  it.  My  friend,  Mr. 
Mogsey,  of  Exeter,  one  afternoon  killed  eleven 
heavy  fish  in  it,  all,  of  course,  properly  taken. 
But  under  ordinary  circumstances  the  pool  is  a 
pool  indeed,  without  stream  or  ripple,  save  that 
caused  by  the  swarming  fish  cruising  around, 
seeking  a  way  of  escape.  I  have  seen  600  fish 
netted  out  of  this  one  small  pool,  and  carried  over 
the  dyke. 

It  was  in  this  pool  that  I  made  my  first  and  last 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  sniggering  fiend. 

One  of  the  officials  of  the  Mugie  Moss  Mill 
Company— a  capital  fisher,  by  the  way— was  fish- 
ing opposite  to  me.  I  from  my  side  had  tried  to 
tempt  the  fish  with  both  worm  and  fly,  but  with- 
out success.  The  gentleman  opposite,  on  the 
contrary,  was  hooking  fish  at  almost  every  other 
cast.  I  could  not  understand  it,  and  naturally 
asked  him  what  he  was  using  that  proved  so 
deadly.  He  invited  me  across  to  see.  I  walked 
over  the  dyke — no  wading  required— and  found 
that  he  was  fishing  with  a  large  fly  and  ordinary 
tackle.  He  then  gave  me  the  wrinkle.  It  was  simply 
to  fish  deep,  work  slow,  and  let  drive  whenever  I 
felt  "him." 

I  proved  an  apt  disciple,  and  shortly  killed  one 
or  two  fish,  besides  losing  a  good  many.  They 
were  all  foul-hooked — sniggered,  in  fact. 

The  novelty  of  the  thing  and  the  excitement 
carried  me  away  at  the  time.  I  never  for  a 
moment  realised  that  I  was  identifying  myself 
with  the  class  of  which  Dorkie  was  a  sample. 
But  it  very  soon  dawned  upon  me  that  it  was  a 
miserable,  unsportsmanlike  proceeding.  I  turned 
from  it  with  disgust,  and  retired  feeling  very 
sore  and  ashamed.  From  that  day  to  this  I  have 
done  perpetual  penance  for  my  sin  by  doing  all 
that  in  me  lies  to  put  down  the  evil  thing.  I  was 
happily  in  a  position  for  some  years  to  control 
the  fishings  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Don,  and 
my  first  aim  in  the  selection  of  "  rods  "  was  to 
prefer  such  as  were  beyond  reproach. 

It  was  curious  to  watch  the  northward  progress 
of  this  black  art  of  sniggering. 

The  North  Esk  led.  Dee  would  have  none  of 
it.  It  passed  on  to  the  Don,  where  it  has 
flourished  exceedingly,  and  after  a  time  found  a 
home  in  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  especially  the 
Bogie  at  Huntley. 

I  recollect  being  much  amused  on  the  occasion 
of  my  first  meeting  with  it  on  the  Ythan  at 
Methlic.  The  river  was  low,  and  I  was  fishing 
with  worm  for  salmon— in  fact,  I  had  got  one-^ 
when  a  man  came  up  the  river  in  a  great  hurry. 
Breathlessly,  he  inquired  whether  I  sold  artificial 


72 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[July  28,  1900 


"  minnons."  "  No,"  I  said.  "  Weel,"  said  he, "  if 
ye  hae  een  pit  it  on,  for  the're  takkin  it  like  a 
that ! " 

I  thanked  him,  smelt  a  rat,  and  continued  to 
follow  my  worm  down  the  stream.  By  and  bye  I 
came  to  the  Sawmill  Pot.  There  I  saw  a  group  of 
natives  assembled,  and  heard  the  splotch,  splotch 
of  their  "  minnons  "  as  they  cast  them  upstream 
and  waited,  giving  tremendous  rugs  now  and 
again — sniggering  When  I  met  them  they  were 
most  friendly,  and  talked  to  me  like  a  brother, 
very  anxious  that  I  should  put  on  the  "  minnon." 
But  after  a  bit  I  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and 
said,  "  I  know  quite  well  what  you  are  up  to,  and 
if  I  cared  I  could  do  it  a  great  deal  better  than 
any  of  you,  but  it's  not  fishing,  it's  poaching." 
The  effect  was  curious.  Not  another  word  woiild 
any  of  them  say  to  me.  I  was  a  spy  and  a  traitor 
among  them,  and  they  left  me  severely  alone. 

It  was  only  when  I  had  hooked,  run,  and  landed 
a  big  fish  that  I  heard  one  of  them  whisper  to 
another  behind  my  back,  when  I  was  taking  my 
hook  out  of  its  mouth,  "  It's  i'  th'  mou !  " 

Sniggering  undoubtedly  owes  its  existence  to 
the  artificial  obstructions  placed  on  our  salmon 
I'ivers,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  water  from  its 
proper  channel  to  drive  the  turbine  wheels  of 
commerce.  The  fish  ai-e  crowded  in  the  pools 
below  these  obstructions,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
water,  they  are  left  an  irresistible  temptation  and 
an  easy  prey  to  the  greedy  sniggerer. 

When  the  fish  once  get  past  these  obstructions 
they  distribute  themselves  over  the  upper  waters, 
and  are,  for  the  most  part,  safe.  Where  there 
are  no  obstructions,  and  the  river  is  of  consider- 
able volume,  sniggering  can  never  thrive.  Take, 
for  example,  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  where  the 
practice  is  almost  unknown. 

The  special  temptation  to  snigger  lies  in  the 
ease  with  which  a  skilled  professor  can  fill  a  sack 
with  the  spoils  for  the  market,  and  the  facility  it 
affords  for  escaping  conviction  for  poaching. 
For,  be  it  remembered,  the  offence  may  be  com- 
mitted, and  very  effectively,  too,  with  orthodox 
tackle,  even  before  the  very  eyes  of  the  watchers, 
unless  intent  to  break  the  law  can  be  proved. 
And  that  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to  do.  Of  course, 
it  is  quite  another  thing  when  the  tackle  used  s 
an  undisguised  snigger.  But  poachers  of  position 
do  not  give  themselves  away  by  using  these,  but 
confine  themselves  to  the  use  of  tackle  in  itself 
legitimate. 

The  practice  of  sniggering,  as  it  affects  fair 
anglers,  is  a  perfect  nuisance  on  any  water  where 
there  is  a  chance  of  fish  taking,  as  it  wounds  and 
frightens  more  than  it  actually  lands.  The  only 
bright  side  to  it  was  illustrated  to  me  one  day  on 
the  Don,  when  protesting  to  my  gillie  against 
some  of  the  rods  whom  I  suspected  of  sniggering. 
He  said,  cheerfully,  "Niver  mind  them,  sir,  it 
keeps  them  a'  thegither,  and  leaves  the  rest  of 
the  watter  to  you !  " 

But  there  is  an  aspect,  and  a  very  serious  one, 
too,  of  this  vile  practice  which  cannot  be  over- 
looked. 

The  temperance  orator,  with  whisky  for  his 
theme,  may  wax  eloquent  on  the  evils  attending 
the  touching,  tasting,  and  handling  of  that 
element.  He  may  picture  to  his  audience  the 
awful  changes,  both  moral  and  physical,  that  over- 
takes the  man  who  yields  himself  a  victim  to  its 
seductions ;  how  from  his  being  an  honourable  and 
chivalrous  gentleman  he  becomes  the  wreck 
personified  of  every  quality  that  makes  man  his 
Maker's  image.  But  should  I  dare  to  compare 
the  degradation  of  man  through  whisky  to  his 
moral  declension  through  sniggering,  I  expect 
I  should  be  called  a  fool  for  my  comparison. 

Tet,  I  have  known  men  holding  responsible 
positions  in  life,  the  best  of  anglers,  sportsmen  to 
their  backbone  and  tips  of  their  fingers,  who  have 
fallen  under  the  baneful  influence  of  the  snigger- 
ing fiend,  and  who  have  never  retrieved  them- 
selves. 

I  have  watched  them  by  the  riverside  forsake 
the  streams,  and  glue  themselves  to  the  stiU  spots 
behind  the  dykes,  or  cruives,  where  the  fish  are 
crowded  together,  and  there  indulge  in  the  ignoble 
art  from  morning  tiU  night — aye,  and  into  the 
night,  for  daylight  or  darkness  makes  no  diffe- 
rence to  them.  So  long  as  there  are  any  eyes  on 
them  they  pretend  to  be  fishing  fairly,  but  the 
moment  they  are  left  alone  they  throw  off  all 
disguise]  and  snigger  openly.  In  vain  do  such 
protest  that  they  are  fishing  honourably;  that 
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they  saw  the  fish  they  are  presently  running 
(hooked  by  the  body)  rise  to  their  hook  and  miss 
it,  and  that  it  was  purely  by  accident  and  not 
intent  that  it  was  hooked  foul.  The  whole 
actions  and  bearing  of  these  fallen  sportsmen, 
from  the  moment  they  leave  the  straight  path, 
become  plain  as  daylight  to  the  brethren  of 
the  craft.  Yes,  the  evil  is  as  easily  recognised 
as  it  is  difficult  to  prove  or  prevent. 

I  was  standing  one  day  by  the  river,  watching 
some  men  sniggering  from  the  opposite  bank.  A 
noted  salmon  poacher  came  to  my  side.  "  Do  you 
see  they  chaps  ?  "  said  he,  pointing  to  the  men  in 
question.  "  Ter  watchers  are  doon  fest  enouch 
on  the  like  o'  me  fer  poachin',  bit  fat  ither  are 
they  gentlemen  deein',  an'  naebody  takkin'  ony 
notice  o'  them  ?  "  I  was  obliged  to  say,  "  Tou  are 
quite  right,  '  Hoppy.'  These  men  are  worse  than 
you,  for  you  make  no  secret  of  your  trade,  and 
these  fellows  are  poachers  in  disguise." 

The  way  to  treat  men  who  are  tainted  with  the 
disease  is  to  refuse  to  acknowledge  them  as 
brother  sportsmen,  to  decline  to  allow  them 
membership  of  a  fishing  club,  or  access  to  the 


was  tried  and  convicted  of  poisoning  a  relative 
with  aconitia. 

I  shall  not,  however,  asperse  the  good  character 
of  the  readers  of  the  F.  G.  by  withholding  what 
knowledge  I  possess  of  the  black  art  of 
sniggering. 

Sniggering  in  its  lowest  form  (its  honestest)  is 
confined  to  the  common  poacher.  He  has  no  rod 
or  reel,  but  some  20yd8.  of  strong  cord.  At  the 
end  of  the  cord  he  has  whipped,  either  singly  or 
in  the  form  of  triplets,  large  cod  hooks  for  2ft. 
or  so  up  the  line.  At  first  he  tied  a  stone  or  a 
piece  of  lead  to  the  line,  but  he  soon  found  that 
when  the  weight  got  jammed  among  the  stones  at 
the  bottom  he  lost  hooks  and  all.  He  now 
attaches  the  sinker  to  the  end  of  the  main  line  by 
a  few  inches  of  weaker  cord,  so  when  it  does 
stick  he  loses  the  sinker  only.  This  weapon  is 
known  in  Aberdeenshire  as  the  "  Paparap "  (I 
should  be  glad  to  know  the  etymology  of  this 
word). 

The  application  of  the  paparap  to  the  ribs  of  the 
poor  fish  is  simplicity  itself.  A  still  pool  where 
salmon  most  do  congregate  is  the  favourite  spot. 
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river,  and  to  denounce  and  expose  them  wherever 
found. 

Curious  minds  will  no  doubt  be  wondering  how 
is  it  done  ?  I  confess  to  some  hesitation  in  teUing 
all  I  know  about  it.  Some  things  are  best 
unknown — e.g.,  Sir  Robert  Christisni,  of  Edin- 
burgh, when  giving  evidence  in  court  in  a  case 
of  suspected  poisoning,  but  in  which  no  poison 
could  be  detected  in  the  body  by  the  ordinary 
tests,  is  reported  to  have  said :  "  My  lord,  there  is 
only  one  poison  that  I  know  of  which  will  prove 
fatal  to  man,  and  yet  leave  no  trace  behind ;  nor 
have  we  any  test  to  show  its  existence ;  and  that 
poison,  my  lord,  is  " 

"  Stop  !  "  said  the  judge.  "  Did  this  man  have 
symptoms  of  that  poisoning  ?  " 

"  No,  my  lord." 

"  Then,"  continued  the  judge,  "  I  think  you  had 
better  withhold  your  knowledge  which  is  so 
dangerous  to  society." 

But  Sir  Robert's  successor  was  not  so  prudent 
when  he  related  this  story  of  his  predecessor  in 
the  chair  to  his  class.  He  supplied  the  omission 
— "  Gentlemen,  that  poison  is  aconitia." 

A  certain  student  made  a  careful  note  of  this 
dangerous  knowledge,  and  a  few  years  later  be 


The  smoother  the  bottom  the  better,  hence  those 
pools  in  which  salmon  nets  are  used  during 
the  open  season  are  the  best.  The  instrument  is 
thrown  across  the  pool  and  torn  through  the 
water  by  the  poacher  with  long  and  strong  rugs 
or  snatches.  The  first  fish  it  comes  across  (I 
don't  think  they  have  the  sense  to  avoid  it)  is 
fixed  by  one  or  other  of  the  powerful  hooks,  and, 
like  a  cod,  it  is  hauled  ashore,  hidden  or  popped 
into  a  sack,  and  disappears  from  the  scene. 
Sentinels  are  posted  up  and  down  to  give  warning 
to  the  snatcher  of  the  appearance  of  the  watchers. 
Then  the  snigger  promptly  disappears,  and,  there 
being  no  trespass  act  in  our  free  Scotland,  and 
freedom  of  speech  being  the  order  of  the  day,  if 
oaths  and  filthy  epithets  were  of  the  nature  of 
sticks  and  stones,  there  would  not  be  a  watcher 
left  in  a  shape  in  which  his  mother  could 
recognise  him. 

All  these  fish  go  straight  to  the  local  fish 
dealers,  and  are  readily  purchased  by  them,  no 
questions  being  asked. 

Were  it  not  for  these  fish  dealers  there  would 
be  no  poaching  to  speak  of,  by  sniggering  or  by 
any  other  method. 

The   extraordinary  eagerness   displayed  by 
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poachers  to  obtain  fish  for  the  market  has  led 
to  an  amusing  competition  between  them  and  the 
watchers. 

These  watchers  caught,  killed,  and  buried  all 
diseased  fish  they  could  find.  The  poachers  dug 
them  up  again,  scraped  off  the  fungus,  got  blood 
from  the  butcher  and  smeared  their  gills  to  give 
them  a  healthy  appearance,  and  sold  them.  The 
watchers  then  cut  up  the  fish  before  burying 
them.  The  poachers  hooked  up  the  bits,  squared 
them  off,  dressed  them  up,  and — sold  them.  The 
watchers  went  one  better  still.  They  poured 
parafiin  over  the  slices  before  interment — and 
won  the  match!  But  this  is  surely  a  digres- 
sion. 

Sniggering,  as  practised  by  rod  fishers,  is 
somewhat  more  refined  in  method,  but  the 
principle  is  the  same.  The  usual  tackle  and  an 
ordinary  salmon  fly,  preferably  a  double  iron,  as 
it  sinks  better,  is  often  used,  and  very  effectively, 
too,  in  old  hands.  The  fly  is  cast  up  and  across 
the  pool,  allowed  to  sink  to  the  bottom,  then 
slowly  drawn  across  until  it  chanced  on  a  fish. 
Then  the  strike  is  made  with  great  force.  To 
strike  as  in  fair  fishing,  when  the  fish  takes  the 
fly,  would  be  quite  insufficient  to  drive  the  hook 
through  the  scales  into  the  tough  hide  of  the 
salmon.  A  more  effectual  weapon,  however,  is 
the  Devon  minnow,  quite  a  legal  lure  in  itself, 
but  from  its  weight  and  the  number  of  hooks  in 
its  armament  it  lends  itself  to  this  kind  of  work. 
Demand  has  produced  a  supply  of  these  of  very 
extra  weight,  "  specially  adapted  "  we  would  call 


hook  dexterously  detached  and  fixed  in  the  mouth 
the  moment  it  was  landed ! 

One  thing  we  must  admit,  and  I  have  even 
heard  it  used  as  an  argument  in  favour  of 
sniggering,  and  that  is,  a  fish  runs  infinitely 
stronger,  and  gives  splendid  sport  when  foul- 
hooked,  than  when  hooked  by  the  mouth.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  and  quite  apart  from  moral 
or  legal  considerations,  it  is  most  unsatisfactory 
to  foul-hook  a  fish.  That  you  have  hooked  it  is 
the  result  of  accident,  not  of  skill,  and  its 
capture  hardly  gives  greater  satisfaction  than 
the  landing  of  a  kelt.  Again,  it  generally  takes 
three  times  as  long  to  kill  a  fish  foul-hooked,  as 
when  hooked  by  the  mouth — a  serious  considera- 
tion in  the  short  days  of  autumn.  And  yet  again, 
until  the  fish  is  actually  on  the  gaff,  one  is  never 
sure  of  landing  it.  Often,  how  often,  I  have 
seen  the  best  hours  of  a  fishing  day  wasted 
hanging  into  a  heavy  fish  foul-hooked,  until 
both  master  and  man  were  utterly  sick  of  it; 
and  then,  just  at  the  clipping,  the  half  dead  fish 
roll  over,  and  the  hook  come  out.  Result :  Time 
wasted,  temper  spoiled,  and  rod  and  tackle 
strained.  Andrew  Mtjrrat. 


THE  IVEL  (BEDFORDSHIRE). 

The  views  herewith  represent  a  portion  of  the 
fishing  resorts  which  abound  at  Blunham  Mills, 
which  is  situated  on  the  Ivel,  where  good  sport  is 
to  be  had  during  the  season,  the  waters  being  well 


SOME  SEASONABLE  NOTES. 


As  the  "  holiday  month  "  of  August  draws  ever 
nearer,  when  paterfamilias,  with  puckered  brow, 
begins  to  consider  where  he  shall  take  the  family 
this  year,  and  anglers  commence  to  plan  and 
contrive  how  and  where  their  piscatorial  campaign 
shall  be  conducted  this  season,  we  think  a  few 
short  notes  brought  up  to  date  to  emphasise  the 
capabilities  and  attractions  of  Wroxham  as  a 
centre  for  either  fishing  or  yachting  in  the  Broad 
district  will  not  be  superfluous,  or  inappropriate. 

Wroxham  can  be  reached  from  London  by  the 
superb  service  of  the  G.E.R.  in  about  three  hours' 
express  travelling.  For  those  desiring  accommoda- 
tion in  the  village  itself  there  are  two  very 
comfortable  inns  close  to  the  station,  upon  the 
river,  with  an  abundant  supply  of  boats  of  all 
descriptions,  and  launches  and  yachts  can  also  be 
hired.  Steam  trips  down  or  up  river  are  also 
provided  daily  ;  also  circular  steam  and  rail  tr^s 
by  saloon  steamer,  via  Yarmouth,  the  river  Tare, 
Norwich,  and  thence  to  Wroxham,  and  vice  versa. 
For  private  lodgings  also  consult  the  G.E.R. 
guide.  There  is  also  an  inn  of  rather  humbler 
description  at  the  south  end  of  the  village.  The 
three  boat-yards  also  provide  an  extensive  supply 
of  excellent  yachts  for  cruising  (these,  however, 
should  be  booked  in  advance  of  Little  and  Co., 
Collins  and  Son,  or  Loynes  and  Son)  and  rowing 
boats.  Cromer  is  only  twenty  minutes  or  so 
distant  by  rail,  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  about  an 
hour  and  a  half,  by  very  cheap  day  and  haJf-day 


Two  Views  on  the  Ivel  at  Blunham. 


them.  But  even  then  perfection  is  not  reached. 
The  rapid  spinning  of  these  Devons  being  rather 
against  the  hooks  catching  hold  of  the  fish,  the 
ingenious  professor  hammers  the  wings  down 
close  to  the  head,  and  this  objection  is  effectually 
remedied.  Armed  with  a  spinning  rod  and  a 
heavy  Devon,  and  by  coiling  on  the  bank,  the 
bottom  can  be  raked  from  side  to  side  of  most 
rivers. 

The  pools  on  the  Don  which  are  open  to  mill 
workers  are  so  littered  with  lost  sniggers  that  one 
can  scarcely  fish  them  without  one's  hook  or  line 
getting  fast  in  them.  Many  of  our  anglers  make 
a  collection  of  them.  They  are  very  interesting 
in  their  variety  and  ingenuity  of  construction. 
The  mill  workers  generally  use  the  nuts  of  bolts 
as  sinkers.  Lead  is  at  a  premium  among  those 
whose  trade  does  not  give  them  the  command 
of  nuts. 

I  had  a  quantity  of  lead  used  on  the  top  of  a 
greenhouse  range  close  by  the  public  road.  The 
poachers  soon  discovered  it,  and  cut  it  off  in 
lengths,  as  the  exigencies  of  their  profession 
required,  until  (no  doubt  to  their  disgust)  I  was 
compelled  to  have  it  replaced  by  the  inferior  and, 
to  them,  useless  zinc. 

It  is  a  pity  that  some  of  our  very  best  theories 
don't  work  out  well  in  practice,  else  I  should 
recommend  as  a  perfect  cure  for  sniggering  the 
enforcing  of  a  law  by  which  every  fish  hooked 
anywhere  save  by  the  mouth  be  returned  to  the 
water.  But  it  won't  work.  I  have  seen  it  tried, 
and  a  fish  which  was  hooked  by  the  tail  had  the 


stocked  with  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  bream  and 
roach  being  especially  plentiful.  Chub  are  also 
freely  taken  with  the  fly. 

The  proprietor,  Mr.  Arthur  Chapman,  himself 
being  a  keen  follower  of  the  gentle  craft,  has 
cleaned,  and  keeps  weU  baited,  several  swims, 
which  scarcely  ever  fail  to  respond  to  the  call 
made  upon  them. 

The  scenery  at  Blunham  Mills  and  its  sur- 
roundings, accompanied  by  its  well  stocked  waters, 
make  this  an  ideal  spot  for  spending  a  few  quiet 
days  during  the  summer  holidays,  and  will  well 
repay  a  visit. 

Mr.  Chapman  is  always  ready  to  do  anything 
which  lies  in  his  power  to  make  one's  visit  both 
enjoyable  and  productive  of  sport. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  under  the  heading  "  Rivers  of  England  "  : 
"The  Ivel  rises  by  Baldock,  runs  by  Arlesey, 
Biggleswade,  Sandy  Blunham,  Langford,  Shefford, 
and  joins  the  Ouse  at  Tempsford.  It  contains  a 
good  stock  of  coarse  fish,  pike,  rudd,  bream,  chub, 
roach,  perch,  &c.,  and  very  fine  dace  in  some 
parts.  It  is,  however,  very  different  water  to  the 
Ouse,  and  is  mostly  very  clear,  even  after  rain, 
and  fish,  therefore,  want  a  lot  of  catching.  At 
Blunham  the  Flour  Mill  Water  can  be  fished  at 
Is.  per  day,  or  2s.  for  pike,  and  very  fine  roach 
and  dace  inhabit  this  portion  of  the  river. 
According  to  a  correspondent  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  this  is  truly  an  angler's  mill,  as  he  can 
get  refreshments  thereat,  and  also  lodgings  if  he 
requires  them." 


excursion  tickets.  The  whole  district  affords 
excellent  cycling,  is  luxuriantly  wooded,  and  not 
the  flat  fen  so  many  people  erroneously  imagine 

I  it  to  be,  until  one  reaches  the  true  marshland 
some  five  miles  down  river. 

j     Now  as  to  fishing.    The  Bure  at  this  part  is 

:  abundantly  supplied  with  all  coarse  fish,  except 
barbel,  dace,  and  chub,  but  near  the  village 
during  the  summer  it  is  so  hard  fished  by  visitors 
that  except  catching  dozens  of  small  roach,  rudd, 
and  bream  flats  the  angler  need  not  expect  to 
do  much.  If  he  wants  good  sport  he  must  go 
well  down  into  the  bigger  reaches,  commencing 
not  higher  up  river  than  the  big  entrance  to  the 

I  broad.  AU  along  from  there  he  may  expect 
very  decent  fishing,  and  possibly  takes  of  some 

I  stones  in  weight.  The  broad  fishing  we  have  so 
frequently  touched  on  in  these  columns  that 
farther  comment  is  hardly  necessary,  except  to 
say  that  it  is  often  excellent,  and  not  infrequently 
really  grand  for  bream  in  August  or  September. 
The  charge  is  about  2s.  6d.  per  boat  per  day,  and 
the  lessees  are  Mr.  Ellis,  north  end ;  Mr.  Mayor, 
south  end.  The  river  is,  of  course,  all  free,  and  is 
in  nearly  all  cases  fished  from  boats,  as  one  cannot 
get  along  the  banks  for  any  distance  owing  to 
intersecting  dykes.  All  along  past  Salhouse  and 
Woodbastwick  to  Horning  is  capital  fishing — 
deep  broad  reaches,  clean  pure  water  (not  foul 
and  heavily  tidal  like  the  Yare  and  Lower 
Waveney  or  Thurne),  and  some  quietly  beautiful 
scenery.  As  you  turn  the  bend  at  Homing  you 
come  to  a  capital  river  hotel,  the  Swan,  kept  by 
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J.  Louder.  The  accommodation  tere  is  of  a  very 
superior  class  and  extent,  and  there  is  good 
accommodation  for  cycles,  posting,  and  a  private 
quay  for  yachts  and  boats.  The  hotel  abuts  on 
the  river,  and  I  know  of  few  pleasanter  spots  on 
the  broads  where  to  sit  on  a  fine  summer  evening 
after  a  day's  sport  and  a  go  5d  dinner  to  smoke  a 
cigar,  while  you  can  wat<;h  the  sun  dip  behind  the 
western  woods  far  away  as  the  silence  of  night 
draws  gently  over  cornfield  and  marshland,  with 
no  sound  to  disturb  it  save  the  sigh  of  the  breeze 
among  the  reeds  or  the  splash  of  the  rising 
roach. 

Further  along  is  the  Ferry  Inn,  a  good  old- 
fashioned  riverside  inn,  very  comfortable  and 
secluded,  but  with  rather  limited  accommodation. 
Not  far  from  here  the  river  Ant  flows  in  from  the 
northward,  and  here  we  may  with  propriety  con- 
sider the  "  Wroxham  District  "  ends,  but  for  the 
yachtsman  cruising  there  are  yet  scores  and 
scores  of  miles  of  rivers  and  broads  on  Ant, 
Thurne,  Waveney,  and  Tare  which  he  may 
explore  if  he  has  the  time. 

Just  a  few  practical  hints  to  visitors,  and  we 
conclude.    Don't,  if  possible,  take  dogs  and  guns 
with  you.    The  first  named  often  cause  intense 
annoyance  to  the  riparian  owners  by  getting 
ashore,  and  disturbing  the  game  and  wildfowl, 
and    the   second,    i.e.,    guns,  are  exceedingly 
dangerous  on  the  river  in  summer  when  the  rivers 
are  bestrewed  with  boats  and  yachts.    There  is 
absolutely  nothing  really  worth  shooting  at  this 
season  as  a  rule,  for  it  is  simply  cruel  and  wanton 
to  slaughter  the  friendly  gulls,  or  harmless  moor 
hens,  coots,  and  other  river  birds  usually  met  with 
at  this  season,  and  if  you  do  chance  on  a  stray 
duck  or  snipe,  and  hit  him,  the  odds  are  you 
would  never  get  him  without  trespassing  ashore 
with  a  good  retriever,  and  running  the  very  real 
risk   of  incurring   very   serious   legal  trouble. 
Further,  don't  attempt  to  sail  a  boat  by  yourself, 
big  or  small,  especially  if  ladies  and  children  be 
of  the  party,  unless  you  have  a  good  practical 
knowledge  of  the  matter.    If  you  are  a  fisherman 
only  recollect  that  the  river  is  navigable,  and  that 
as  a  rule  the  wherry  and  yacht  skippers  use 
every    endeavour    to    make    it    pleasant  for 
the  angler,  and  avoid  tacking  over  his  swim  when 
possible ;  or,  if  you  are  a  yachtsman,  remember 
that  the  angler  has  just  as  much  a  right  to  enjoy 
himself  as  you,  and  try  to  avoid  running  past  him 
with  ihi  boom  nearly  sweeping  his  head,  and  a 
huge  backwash  swirling  right  over  the  bow  or 
stern  of  his  boat,  upsetting  perhaps  everything  in 
his  boat,  and  frightening  any  ladies  or  youngsters 
he  may  have   with  him.    We  who  live  in  the 
district,  and  are  on  the  river  day  by  day,  see 
rather  too  much  of  this  kind  of  thing  sometimes 
(seldom  on  the  part  of  anglers,  I  am  glad  to  say) ; 
but  if    our  visitors  to   the   broads   would  all 
remember  these  little  points  of  mutual  forbear- 
ance, we  should  be  as  glad  to  see  them  next 
season    as    we    are    sorry    when  the  golden 
September  days   have  passed  away,  and  chill 
October  warns  them  it  is  time  to  hie  them  back 
to  their  city  or  inland  homes.      C.  H.  Taylor. 


WHERE  TO  GET  SEA  FISHING. 


No.  I. — Abebffeaw. 
{Continued  from  page  49.) 
But  to  return  to  the  village ;  the  river  Ffraw 
is  only  an  insignificant  stream  at  low  tide,  but  at 
high  tide,  which  here  flows  19ft.  at  the  springs, 
there  is  good  fishing  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  from 
the  Trwyn  Qu ;  there  are  some  black  rocks  here 
which  give  an  excellent  standing  place,  and 
quantities  of  flat-fish  and  bass  come  in,  and 
congers  in  the  evening,  also  fresh  water  eels. 
The  green  crabs  are  a  great  nuisance,  so  the  bait 
should  be  kept  moving  if  you  use  a  ledger ;  I, 
however,  always  use  a  float.  Going  to  the  westward 
there  are  plenty  of  shore  fishing  places  till  you  get 
to  Llan  g  wy  fan  Bay,  and,  passing  that,  there  is  a  very 
good  place  opposite  Tnys-y-Meibion  (the  Island 
of  the  Sous).  This  island  is  accessible  at  low 
water,  and  tradition  says  that  ten  young  men  and 
ten  young  women  were  once  caught  there  by  the 
tide,  and  the  population  of  Mona  was  increased  by 
ten  boys.  The  fishing  from  the  island  is  good, 
but  one  cannot  stay  long  as  the  channel  soon  fills 
up,  and  it  is  as  well  to  tiy  the  deep  gully  between 
it  and  the  shore  where  you  can  fish  at  nearly  any 


state  of  the  tide.    Here  my  sister-in-law  caught 
a  lobster,  on  a  small  perch  hook,  weighing  S^lh 
no  doubt  it  was  much  heavier  when  first  caught, 
but  in  pitching  it  up  with  the  landing  net,  for  it 
would  not  go  in,  it  fell  on  a  sharp  rock  and  split 
the  shell,  so  I  feel  pretty  sure  it  lost  lib.  to  21b 
when  carrying  it  home.    From  here  the  water 
runs  deep  as  far  as  the  before -mentioned  Fors-y 
Viewch,  and  far  beyond  it ;  but  the  water,  except  in 
a  few  places  known  to  the  local  wrasse  fishers,  is 
difiScult  and  more  or  less  dangerous  to  get 
at.    To  return  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ffraw 
To  the  east  is  the  Traeth  Maw — Big  Sand — some 
half  a  mile  over ;  after  crossing  this  there  are  lot 
of  little  inlets,  called  locally  porths,  full  of  big 
bass,  which  can  be  fished  with  a  paternoster  baited 
with  soft  crab,  or  a  small  live  green  one,  or  bunch 
of  lugworms ;  to  use  the  small  green  crab  when 
the  shell  is  hard  put  an  indiarubber  band  tightly 
round  it,  and  pass  the  hook  under  it.    A  very 
good  bait  for  bass,  pollack,  and  coalfish  is  a 
small  flat-fish  alive,  which  can  be  got  in  numbers 
in  any  sandy  pool,  and  which  should  be  hooked  by 
the  lip,  and  used  on  float  tackle.    I  recommended 
this  bait  to  the  late  J.  C.  Wilcocks,  and  he 
thought  a  lot  of  it.  These  flat-fish  swarm  about  the 
Aberffraw  shore,  and  may  be  taken  in  the  landing 
net,  which,  by  the  way,  should  always  be  small- 
meshed  in  order  to  catch  shrimps  and  prawns 
which  latter  are  excellent  live  bait.    Of  course,  a 
bait  -  can  must  be  carried  for    the  flat  -  fish 
Passing    south,  you  come    to   Dinas  Trefrw 
a  good  place  for  any  fish,  and  if  you  care 
to  extend  your  walk  you  get  to  Pen-y-Parc, 
the  headland  at  the  entrance  of  the  Malldreath 
an  estuary  abounding  in  fish ;  it  is,  however, 
good  distance  from  Aberffraw,  some  three  miles, 
but  well  worth  trying.  If  one  cares  to  hire  a  car  a 
very  pleasant  day  may  be  spent  here.   The  best 
place  after  leaving  Pen-y-Parc  is  some  distance 
up  by  a  ruined  mill  named  Melin  Eran  Owen 
Wan  (the  mill  of  thin  Owen  Evan) ;  this  is  a  good 
place,  and  bait  can  be  got  at  low  water — lugs,  rags, 
and  quantities  of  mussels  of  a  very  large  size 
This  is  also  a  good  place  for  bass  and  flat-fish,  and 
at  night  there  are  quantities  of  immense  congers  to 
be  taken  with  a  throw-out  line ;  I  have  never  taken 
any  but  very  small  ones  there  in  the  daytime, 
the  water  being  of  no  very  great  depth.    I  should 
recommend  anyone  rod  fishing  from  the  shore 
about  Aberffraw  to  take  one  or  two  throw-out 
lines ;  do  not  have  a  lead  sinker,  but  use  a  stone 
made  fast  to  your  line  with  a  piece  of  twine 
weaker  than  the  line,  then,  if  you  get  hung 
up,  you  can  break  it  away  and  bend  another 
stone  on ;    besides,  it  saves  lugging  a  lot  of 
weight  about  with  you.    I-  do  not  use  gimp  for 
this  conger  gear,  but  bend  the  hook  on  to 
the  snooding  with  several  strands  of  sailmakers' 
thread  or  soft  cotton  yarn,  such  as  used  to  be 
knitted  into  curtains  and  antimacassars  by  our 
mothers  and  grandmothers.    If  my  readers  do 
not  know  how  to  gauge  hooks  in  this  manner 
they  can  be  got  from  Messrs.  Hearder  or  Brooks. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  have  swivels  attached  to  the 
gauging,  as  you  so  often  lose  the  lot  in  the  sharp 
rocks ;  but,  of  course,  if  expense  is  no  object,  the 
swivel  is  an  improvement.    When  the  sun  is  not 
too  bright  you  may  often  get  real  good  conger  in 
this  way,  201b.  or  more ;  where  there  is  a  lot  of 
oreweed  on  the  bottom  the  bait  sinks  under  the 
dense  fronds  and  lies  in  their  shade.    The  snood 
should  be  short,  not  over  2ft.  for  this  work,  but, 
of  course,  when  the  bottom  is  clear  a  longer  one 
is  required.    For  bait  use  a  wrasse  or  small  coal- 
fish,  which  latter  swarm  inshore,  and  may  be 
taken  by  looping  one  or  two  small  hooks  on  gut 
on  to  your  ordinary  tackle,  and  bait  with  a  small 
bit  of  ragworm ;  this  saves  the  bother  of  changing 
your  gear  when  you  want  a  bait. 

But  to  describe  the  fishing  from  a  boat.  The 
water  runs  deep  inshore,  and  the  farthest  out 
place  is  Node  Shenkin — Jenkins  marks — not  more 
than  three-quarters  of  a  mile  out.  About  midway 
between  that  and  the  rocky  island,  or  rather  rock, 
for  it  is  covered  at  high  tide,  is  Node  Ucha,  and  to 
the  eastward  of  that  is  Node  Newydd,  and  another 
Node  discovered  by  the  Devonshire  men,  who 
gave  it  a  Rabelaisian  name  not  fit  to  be  mentioned 
in  the  chaste  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette ; 
there  are  also  many  other  places  equally  good,  but 
unnamed.  At  these  places  bream,  conger,  coal- 
fish,  very  large  sapphirine  gurnards,  poflack,  cod, 
pout,  in  fact,  all  the  usual  fish  may  be  taken,  and 
at  Node  Shenkin,  where  the  bottom  is  mixed  sand 


and  boulders,  very  large  ray  of  different  kinds; 
we  got  one  there  on  a  conger  line  7ft.  across  the 
wings.    Mackerel  and  red  and  gi-ey  gurnards  are 
very  plentiful,  the  latter  swarm  on  the  sand  off 
the  Traeth  Maw ;  in  trailing  for  them  the  lead 
should  drag  on  the  bottom,  which  stirs  up  the 
sand,  and  I  think  attracts  the  fish ;  for  bait  use 
Hearder's  spinner  or  a  slip  of  the  white  skin 
from  the  gurnard's  belly.  Very  large  sapphirine 
gurnards  used  to  abound  here,  but  a  Fleetwood 
trawler  found  it  out,  and  he  and  others  swept  the 
bay  of  them,  coming  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of 
the  shore ;  there  being  no  coastguai-d  station  for 
miles,  they  did  as  they  liked  for  a  long  while,  and 
the  fish  retreated  to  the  ground  about  Tnys 
Trefrw,  where  the  bottom  is  interspersed  with 
rocks.    Pollack  abound  everywhere,  and  of  large 
size.    Many  of  my  readers  will  hardly  credit  it 
when  I  say  that  it  has  frequently  happened  to 
me  to  have  to  leave  off  fishing  when  the  fish 
were  biting  freely,  and  to  go  ashore,  as  I  had  more 
fish  than  I  could  conveniently  carry.    The  best 
take  I  remember  was  over  4c wt,,  taken  with  two 
lines.    Mr.  Williams  writes  me  that  last  season  he 
often  gave  up  fishing,  having  too  many  fish,  so 
they  are  still  in  their  old  numbers.    The  best 
places  for  pollack  are  to  the  west  round  Carrag 
Drai,  especially  the  channel  between  that  and  the 
shore,  also  outside  Ynys-y-Meibion,  and  to  the 
eastward  round  Tnys  Trefrw— this  is  also  a  good 
place  for  bass.    The  largest  fish  lie  about  these 
places,  but  you  cannot  go  wrong  anywhere  where 
there  is  a  rocky  bottom  and  enough  water ;  there 
are  a  great  number  of  tom  cod  caught  when 
whiffing,  and  also  coal-fish,   but  these  latter 
generally  small,  the  big  ones  taking  a  bait  best  at 
the  bottom.    Any  of  the  red  rubber  eels  or  band 
baits  kill  well ;  the  pollack  are  so  little  fished 
for  that  they  are  not  at  all  particular,  so  that  it  is 
not  worth  the  trouble  of  digging  sand  eels  or  rag 
worms  for  them.    A  very  good  bait  here,  and 
indeed  everywhere  else,  is  a  big  white  Palmer, 
22in.  long,  and  thick  in  proportion,  with  a  cut 
white  rubber  band  at  the  tail ;  body  white  wool, 
ribbed  with  silver  and  white  hackles.     It  is 
difficult,  if    not   impossible,   to   get   any  one 
hackle  long    enough   to  cover  the   length  of 
the  body,  so  three  or    four  must    be  used, 
as  the  fly  must  be  very  buzzy,  as  my  old  fisher- 
man used  to  say.     When  returning  home  in 
the  twilight  tow  this  about  thirty  yards  astern, 
without  any  lead,  and  verily  you  will  have  your 
reward  in  the  shape  of  a  big  pollack  or  bass.  I 
once  got  a  fifteen-pounder  in  this  way.  If  anyone 
visiting  Aberffraw  brought  a  Berthon  boat  with 
him  he  could  have  fine  sport,  but  would  have  to 
be  very  careful  about  the  rocks.    I  would  not, 
however,  recommend  anyone  but  an  experienced 
boatman  to  try  this,  as  the  tide  currents  are  very 
swift  and  storms  get  up  quickly.    There  are,  how- 
ever, plenty  of  places  at  short  intervals  along  the 
coast  where  a  man  with  a  Berthon  boat  could 
slip  in  and  be  better  off  than  one  with  an  ordinary 
boat,  who  might  have  to  go  a  mile  or  two  for 
safety.    Nothing  under  13ft.  should  be  used. 

As  to  baits,  lugs,  ragworms,  both  red  and  white 
(the  white  are  best),  can  be  dug,  the  best  at  Porth 
Gwyfan ;  mussels  are  brought  from  Malldreath  by 
women;   soft  crabs  are  got  by  the  longshore 
loafers;    green    crabs,    prawns,    shrimps,  and 
small  flat-fish  you  can  get  for  yourself,  also 
limpets,  the  soft  part  of  which  is  sometimes  good 
for  bream  and  pout.    There  is  always  someone 
about  who  will  dig  worms  for  a  small  consider- 
ation.   Pollack  take  the  common  earth  worm 
well;  big  lobworms  are  scarce,  but  any  of  the 
mailer  kinds  will  do.   Five  or  six  on  a  moderate- 
sized  hook,  with  a  baby  spinner  over  it,  is  the 
best  way  of  using  them;  the  worms  should  be 
hooked  straight  across  just  through  the  head. 
There  is  very  fair  trout  fishing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ;  there  are  a  great  many  small  trout  in  the 
brook  which  runs  into  the  mill  pond,  also  in  the 
Ffraw,  which  runs  from  Llyn  Coron ;  this  lake 
is  well  known,  and  is  full  of  nice  trout,  but  they 
are  shy  risers,  only  taking  in  the  early  morning 
and  at  sunset.    Llyn  Maelg  and  the  Crigillt  are 
also  within  reach.    Before  closing,  I  must  say 
that   in    the   channel,    between    Carrag  Drai 
and  the  shore,  there  are  always  great  numbers 
of  sea  trout  leaping  ;  I   have  often  thought 
of  trying  them  with  a  Devon  minnow,  but  never 
have.  I  hope  someone  may  give  them  a  turn,  they 
seem  always  there.    I  remember  once  seeing  a 
great  number  jumping  one  Christmas  Day. 
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I  hope  this  article  may  induce  some  of  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  give  Aberffraw 
a  trial,  and  that  they  may  only  get  as  much  sport 
there  as  I  have  had. 

I  should  say  that  though  there  is  plenty  of  shore 
angling,  there  is  nothing  extraordinary  about  it, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  fish  taken  being  wrasse, 
except  in  the  deep  water  to  the  westward,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  the  sandy  creeks  to  the 
east,  and  I  do  not  wish  my  readers  to  run  away 
with  the  idea  that  they  will  get  anything  like  the 
sport  they  wiU  from  a  boat.   Edwin  Gosling. 


ONLY  A  PENNY  TO  TWICKENHAM 
FERRY. 


Twickenham,  according  to  our  Oxford  friend 
and  instructor.  Taunt,  in  his  "Guide  to  the 
Thames,"  stands  upon  the  bank  of  the  river  just 
named.    Between  Teddington  and  Twickenham 
,  are  the  well-known  mansions  of  Strawberry  Hill 
and  Pope's  Villa.    The  former  stands  back  from 
the  river,  and  was  noted  as  being  the  seat  of 
Walpole,  who  turned  it  into  a  Gothic  building. 
Pope's  Villa  stands  just  below,  where  the  curve 
of  the  river  round  to  Twickenham  beginw.    It  was 
pulled  down  by  Lady  Howe  (and  afterwards 
rebuilt),  who  also  had  the  willow  destroyed  that 
was  planted  by  the  poet  himself,  and  about  which 
an  amusing,  but  somewhat  old  yarn  is  still 
told.    It  is  said  that  a  Richmond  waterman  was 
taking  an  American  millionaire  for  gentle  exercise 
upon  the  river.    When  the  boat  arrived  opposite 
the  structure  just  mentioned,  the  waterman  ran 
off  his  "  guide  "  for  the  benefit  of  our  cousin  from 
across  the  "big  drink."    "This,"  said  he,  "is 
'Pope's  Wilier'";  and  he  hung  lazily  over  his 
sculls  in  the  way  that  Thames's  hard-working 
sons  are  wont  to  do.    "Pope's  Willow  P  Just 
put  me  ashore  for  a  second  or  two,  and  I'll 
have   a  stick  from  that  tree   to   take  back 
to  Amurrica."    "Garn,"  responded  Old  Father 
Thames's  son,  "  'Taint  a  wilier,  it's  a  wilier— a 
house  where  Mr.  Pope  lived.    He  was  a  '  pote,' 
and  wrote  verses  for  Pear's  Soap.    Had  a  brother 
at  Rome,  you  know — a  town  in  Yorkshire."  Just 
below  Twickenham  Ferry  stands  the  mansion 
belonging  to  the  Orleans  family,  which  is  said  to 
present  an  almost  unchanged  example  of  a  Stuart 
residence.     In    conjunction    with    my  annual 
custom,  I  took  my  youngest  olive  branch  upon 
the  Thames  for  his  day's  outing.     Spong  had 
been  commandeered  by  his  commanding  officer 
for  his  yearly  inspection,  so  I  was,  with  my 
charge,  handed  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of  one 
of  his  assistants.     The  surroundings  on  that 
morning  were  not  of  the  pleasantest  kind.  The 
absence  of  rain,  and  its  accompanying  freshet,  had 
caused  the   water  to  be  very  low,  and  the 
stream  slack,  whilst  the  smell  that  arose  from 
the  almost  stagnant  stream  was  not  the  per- 
fume  of  Araby  the  blest.    We  punted  quietly 
up  to  the  famous  Labouchere  swim,  and  fixed  our 
poles  in  the  bottom  at  that  now  noted  run.  But 
the  roach  were  dead  off,  so  that  all  that  we  took 
from  the  spot  where  tons  of  roach  are  generally 
to  be  found  was  one  small  bleak.  Although 
sweet  sounds  from  mandolines  were  wafted  across 
the  lawn  of  one  of  the  mansions,  we  soon  began  to 
tire  of  the  monotony  of  seeing  the  floats  running 
down  the  swim  in  an  unproductive  journey.  So 
we  shifted  a  bit  higher  up  to  where  "that  big 
bream  was  taken  yesterday."    Still  the  strains  of 
the  mandoline  were  wafted  across  the  water, 
bewitching  our  ears,  and  still  our  floats  did 
sentry-go  up  and  down,  the  new  swim  for  one 
hour  by  the  chime.    Then  a  heavy  sigh  broke 
from  our  Charon  of  the  punt  poles — a  sigh  such 
as  Byron  describes  in   his    "Evening  before 
Waterloo,"  "that  seemed  to   press  the  lives 
from   out   young   hearts,"  — as    he    rose  to 
gaze,  first  at  the  weather  and  secondly  at  the 
gigantic  stone  bottle  that  stood  in  the  punt 
comer  under  the  shadow  of  the  locker.   But  he 
turned  aside,  like  the  criminal  "Kishogue,"  of 
"Lovers  Legends,"  his  heart  being  too  full  for 
utterance.    "I'll  tell  you  what  we  will  do,  sir," 
was,  at  last,  the  outcome  of  his  contemplation. 
"  We'll  drop  down  opposite  '  Ham  House,'  where 
I  had  three  barbel  last  Tuesday.    There's  8ft.  of 
water,  and  it's  the  only  place  that  I  know  of  on 
such  a  tide  as  this  where  we  shall  get  anything." 
Accordingly  we  dropped  down,  very  gently  in- 
deed, and  took  up  our  position  in  the  front  line 


of  several  other  punts  moored  under  the  wall. 
"  Any  luck, '  Sugar '  ?  "  "  Not  a  touch,"  responded 
our  sweet  new  acquaintance  ;  "  not  the  ghost  of  a 
touch."    With  another  heavy  sigh— too  deep  for 
words--our  man  sets  to  work  to  concoct  those  big 
dumplings  that  Thames  roach  and  bream  are 
supposed  to  have  such  an  appetite  for.  But 
all    to    no    purpose  ;    so    we    take    ofE  the 
check  of  our  reel,  and  let  the  float  run  down 
till  it  looks  like  a  small  white  speck  in  the  distance. 
"  Pull  him  back,  sir,  this  is  heartbreaking.  We 
shall  do  nothing  now  until  the  tide  turns."  Then 
it  came  to  my  turn  to  make  a  suggestion. 
"Suppose,  then,  we  drop  down  into  the  shade, 
and  try  a  bit  of  lunch  P  "    "  Right  you  are,  sir," 
responded  our  custodian,  with  another  glance  at 
the  stone  bottle.    In  a  few  moments  we  were  well 
under  the  shade  of  the  trees  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  discussing  a  special  cut  or  two  from 
a  Yorkshire  ham,  and  some  boiled  beef.    This,  in 
conjunction  with  a  couple  of  fresh  lettuces,  passed 
away  a  pleasant  hour,  and  while  we  are  waiting 
for  the  "  flood,"  I  will  give  you  old  Bill  Gilliver's 
recipe  for  keeping  and  eating  the  succulent 
vegetable  just  named.    Get  two  lettuces,  cut  them 
in  half;  take  away  the  outside  leaves.  Rinse 
them  well,  and  place  them  in  water  till  departing. 
Then    take    them    out    of    the    water,  and 
wrap  them  in  a  damp  cloth.    The  impromptu 
salad    mixture    is    made    thus:    Three  table- 
spoons  of    vinegar,   one    teaspoon    of  sugar, 
one  ditto  of  salt,  one-third  ditto  of  pepper,  one- 
third  of  mustard,  one  tablespoon  of  beer,  and  one 
of  milk.    Mix  in  a  large  plate,  and— there  you 
are !    But  it  is  now  "  flood  "—the  tide  has  turned, 
and  is  running  up  with  that  swiftness  and 
swelling  of  the  body  of  water  that  is  only  to  be 
seen  at  Twickenham.    Up  jumps  our  custodian, 
and,  after  a  few  hard  prods  of  the  punt-pole,  we 
are  securely  fixed  upon  the  mud  flats  of  Eel-pie 
Island.     The  in-coming  tide  seemed  to  give 
fresh  life  to  the  denizens  of  the  deep,  for  the 
roach  and  bleak  skip  about  all  around  us,  while 
the  bream  were  "  priming  "  everywhere.    My  boy, 
lulled  by  the  rocking  of  the  punt,  and  by  the 
genial  warmth  in  the  tree-shadows,  had  quietly 
succumbed  to  the  influence  of  the  drowsy  god ; 
but  the  advent  of  a  lib.  bream  quickly  awoke 
him  by  its  plashings,  when  he  seized  his  rod  with 
all  the  ardour  of  the  ardent  angler  that  he  is.  For 
half  an  hour  we  had  ver^  good  sport,  when  some  new 
factors  arrived  upon  the  scene.    Hundreds  of 
pleasure  boats  now  appeared  upon  the  water-way 
— fleets  upon  fleets  appeared  in  the  distance,  and, 
sweeping  along  upon  the  top  of  the  swelling  flood, 
made  confusion  worse  confounded,  as  they  fouled 
each  other,  or  jolted  us,  in  their  vain  efEorts  to 
extricate  themselves  from  their  difficulties.  The 
cause  of  the  gathering  was  soon  made  obvious  to 
us.    There  was  a  big  handicap  swimming  race  off 
Petersham — to  start  as  the  tide  ran  down  Men 
in  University  costume,  radiant  blue,  were  in  every 
fourth  boat ;  men  with  numbered  cards  fixed  in 
some  mysterious  manner  upon  their  foreheads, 
all  ready  for  that  important  plunge  into  the  river 
that  would  make  them  marked  men  in  future 
handicaps.    Fishing,  therefore,  was  out  of  the 
question,  so  we  took  up  our  poles,  threaded  our 
way  amongst  the  craft  to  the  shore,  bade  our 
Charon  "  Good  night,"  and  reached  home,  a  sadder 
and  a  wiser  party.  Mole  Fly. 


MIL  WARDS'  "COMBINABLE  SEA 
LEADS." 

Bt  referring  to  Messrs.  Milwards'  advertise- 
ment our  sea  fishing  readers  will  see  the  illustra- 
tions of  yet  another  sea  lead,  for  which  it  is 
claimed  that:  "The  prominent  feature  in  the 
shape  of  these  leads  is  the  long  straight  base  line 
upon  which  they  lift  and  rest  when  a  sudden 
whirl  of  tide  presses  upon  the  line  and  the 
increased  thickness  and  consequent  weight  at  the 
shoulder,  thus  causing  it  to  hold  the  bottom  with- 
out rolling  better  than  any  other  shaped  lead  of 
like  weight." 

These  leads  are  made  in  series  of  weights,  viz  , 
2oz.,  4oz.,  6oz.,  8oz.,  and  each  lead  of  the  series  is 
of  exactly  the  same  elevation,  the  only  differing 
dimension  being  the  thickness. 

Each  lead  is  capable  of  use  as  an  independent 
lead,  and  also  capable  of  being  easily  lashed  to 
another  of  equal  or  vaiying  weight,  and  so  form- 
ing one  lead  of  practically  like  shape,  but  of  such 
increased  weight  as  circumstances  may  demand. 


REPORT    OF    THE    HENLEY  -  ON  - 
THAMES   FISHERIES  PRESER- 
VATION ASSOCIATION. 
We  have  received  from  the  indefatigable  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  A.  Edward  Hobbs,  the  report  for 
1899-1900  of  the  Henley  Fisheries  Preservation 
Association,  which,  both  from   a  fishing  and 
financial  point  of  view,  is  a  satisfactory  one.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  know  that : 

The  extent  of  water  preserved  and  protected  by  thia 
Association  remains  unaltered,  and  the  stock  of  fish  in  all 
parts  appears  to  be  well  maintained,  large  numbers  of  fish 
being  easily  discernible  during  the  spawning  season  on  the 
shallows,  in  the  weir  pools,  and  in  the  luns  adjicent  the 
spawning  grounds.  Perch  particnlirly  continue  to  flourish, 
and  a  large  stock  of  this  fine  sporting  fish  is  now  assured, 
as  great  numbers  of  Gin.  to  Sin.  fish  were  met  with  during 
the  winter  mc  nths.  Several  good  bags  of  retainable  perch 
were  secured  in  January,  one  angler  taking  301b.  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours'  angling. 

"Over  a  thousand  jards  of  wire  netting  were  pgain 
fixed  round  the  boughs  and  beds  most  frequented  by  perch 
and  other  fish  during  the  spawning  season,  and  myriads  of 
fry  resulted  from  the  protective  influence  of  the  wire 
screens. 

"  The  spawning  and  hatching  seasons  were  most  favour- 
able, and  diseased  fish  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 

"  High  flaous  during  the  autumn  and  winter  months 
caused  the  fish  to  stray  a  great  d^al,  and  a  cinsiderable 
amount  of  watching  was  necessary.  Much  flood  water 
netting  was  also  required,  and  between  3000  and  4000 
small  fish,  and  many  of  various  kinds  up  to  51b.  and  61b. 
were  saved  in  this  way  from  destruction. 

"  Special  efforts  were  made  to  secure  a  large  number  of 
bronze  or  carp-bream  for  stocking  purposes,  but  these  fish 
seem  very  difficult  to  obtain,  and  only  a  few  could  be 
secured. 

"  Over  3600  stock  fish  of  good  size  were  purchased  and 
turned  down,  and  this  new  blood  should  have  good  effect 
in  the  course  of  a  season  or  two.  The  coarse  fisher  alone 
was  catered  for,  no  trout  being  included  in  the  new  stock, 
which  comprised  roach,  rudd,  perch,  bream,  carp,  and 
tench,  fifty  of  the  latter  weighing  over  lOOIb. 

"  The  close  of  an  expensive  season  proves  the  financial 
position  of  the  Association  to  be  satisfactory. 

"  The  Association  has  pleasure  once  again  in  acknow- 
ledging and  placing  on  record  the  kindness  of  the  Press 
generally,  in  assisting  it  by  giving  publicity  to  its  work  on 
many  occasions  during  the  past  year. 

"  The  season  was,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory  from  the 
anglers'  point  of  view,  and  many  good  specimens  were 
taken ;  indeed,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  public  wa':er,  other 
than  the  grand  old  Thames,  could  produce  better  results 
than  were  obtairei  in  this  district  during  the  test  fishing 
months.  The  largest  trout  taken  was  jaat  over  71b.,  and 
was  captured  by  Mr.  W.  Meyers  at  Shiplake.  Mr.  S. 
Mead  secured  a  fine  pike  of  17Jlb.,  and  mmyfrom  151b.  to 
lOib.  were  taken  by  members  of  the  Association  and 
others.  A  rudd  ot  21b.  was  killed  at  Shiplake  by  a  visitor, 
and  a  barbel  of  91b.  at  Henley  by  the  Association's  hon. 
sec.  Good  fish  in  good  numbers  are  to  be  found  in  this 
district,  and  the  Association  would  point  out  to  the 
visiting  angler  the  desirability  of  exercising  his  best  efforts, 
and  untiring  patience,  before  declaring  that  'fish  are 
very  scarce  in  the  Thames.'  If,  too,  he  will  favour  the 
local  Preservation  Association  with  a  donation,  he  wi  l 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  is  assisting  to 
increase  and  to  maintain  the  stock  of  fish,  and  the  prestige 
of  the  grandest  free  angling  river  in  the  Kingdom. 

"  In  concluding  their  report,  the  Association  has  much 
pleasure  in  thanking  the  looal  Riparian  Ownera  and  the 
Thames  Conservancy  for  the  courtesy  and  assistance  ex- 
tended by  them  to  it  during  the  past  season ;  and  by  wish- 
ing all  good  sportsmen  tight  lines  and  big  specimens  duiinn 
the  season  1900-1." 


BRIDLINGTON  BAY  AND  ITS 
FISHING. 
{Continued  from  page  2.) 


These  large  cobbles  make  fine  craft  for  parties 
of  half  a  dozen  or  so  for  the  winter  angling.  In 
October,  when  the  mackerel  and  visitor  season 
is  oyer,  many  of  the  large  cobbles  are  used  for 
netting  bay  herrings  for  a  month  or  two.  Bay 
herrings  are  a  breed  separate  and  distinct  from 
the  ordinary  North  Sea  herring— short,  thick, 
deep-bodied,  small  head,  with  small  and  very  fine 
bones.  Their  annual  coming  is  eagerly  looked 
for.  They  used  to  be  well  known,  and  fetch  good 
prices  in  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  East 
Riding,  until  the  advent  of  the  Norway  herrings 
into  Hull,  per  the  Wilson  liners,  has  partly  driven 
them  out  of  the  market.  That  they  are  a  sepa- 
rate breed  is  certain.  Whether  analagous  to  the 
Baltic  herring,  which  spawns  in  spring  (April) 
or  not  remains  to  be  proved  by  naturalists. 
Some  of  the  fish-buyers  and  others  think  them  a 
cross  between  the  common  herring  and  pilchard ; 
others  have  an  idea  that  they  never  leave  the  bay,  but 
retire  into  the  deeper  parts  thereof  about  Christ- 
mas. It  is  certain  that  a  few  odd  ones  have  been 
got  in  the  trawl  nets  all  the  year  round.  AH 
natives  of  the  district  know  their  value,  fresh  or 
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kippered ;  but  the  local  fishermen  do  not  care 
much  for  them  as  bait  for  their  cod  lines,  either 
here  or  for  the  Dogger  bank  fishing.    If  they  are 
here  in  any  numbers  in  the  winter  in  the  deeper 
parts  of  the  bay   they  might  be  got  on  the 
Jigger,  as  fished  at  Calais,  Eyemouth,  and  other 
places.    Anglers  trying  for  whiting  usually  have 
to  go  to  the  deepest  part  of  the  bay— the  north 
end,  near  the  North   Smethwick  Buoy.  The 
channel  there  is  about  seven  fathoms,  and  has  a 
rapid  current  through  it,  both  on  the  ebb  and  flood 
tides.    All  along  inside  the  Smethwick  bank  is 
deeper  water  by  one  to  two  fathoms  than  the  rest 
of  the  bay.    The  five-fathom  line  runs  all  the 
length  of  the  bay,  a  short  distance  shorewards  of 
the  big  sandbank.     Three  miles  south  from 
the  harbour  you  fish  over  the    site    of  the 
lost  village  of  Auburn  (one  cottage  and  one 
farm  of  which  are  left).     One  mile  further 
you  are  over  the  site  of  the  hamlet  of  Hart- 
bum,  all  swallowed  up  by  the  sea;  five  miles 
further  was  a  fishing  village,  called  Hythe,  all 
gone.    The  tythe  of  fish  here  belonged  to  the 
Abbey  of  Meaux  in  Holderness,  and  was  of  con- 
siderable value  up  to  about  a  d  1300.  Thousands 
of  acres  of  fertile  land  have  been  lost;  from 
Bridlington  to  Spurn  land  goes  at  the  rate  of 
5yds.  to  7yds.  per  year.    The  bay  is  very  prolific  in 
shellfish  and  other  fish  food,  and  all  kinds  of  fish 
m  it  are  usually  very  fat  and  firm.    Brill  and 
plaice  in  large  numbers  ;   soles,  turbot,  and 
halibut,  a  few  very  good  ones ;  flounders,  lemon 
soles,  and  dabs  in  large  numbers.    The  young  of 
all  the  above  are   in   large  numbers   in  the 
shallow  margins,  and  in  a  couple  of  hours'  shrimp- 
ing with  a  shove  net  you  will  have  a  hundred  or 
more  to  return.    We  once  captured,  and  counted, 
and  returned,  fifty-eight  young  soles  in  a  three  hour 
spell.  These  were  the  produce  of  the  previous  year's 
spawning  (July),  and  were  2in.  to  3Ain.  long  each. 
Occasionally  soles  of  lib.  to  241b.,  turbot  of  241b., 
plaice  and  flounders  of  above  lib.,  are  got  in  the 
shrimp  nets,  of  which  there  are  at  times  a  good 
many.     The  plague  of  sting-fish  and  dog  and 
swimming  crabs  is  often  very  annoying.  Nearly 
every  year  a  few  grey  mullet  are  got  in  the  nets, 
and  rarely  a  red  mullet  has  been  caught.  The 
edible  crabs  caught  in  the  bay  are  much  smaller 
and  smoother,  and  redder  on  the  sheU  than  the 
Plamborough  crabs.    The  late  Frank  Buckland 
used  to  have  an  idea  that  they  were  separate 
breeds,  but  perhaps  it  is  only  the  different  ground 
they  inhabit  that  has  developed  such  a  marked 
difference.  Flamborough  crabs  live  in  dark,  shaded, 
weed-covered  rocky  ground,  and  rarely  see  the  sun- 
light ;  Bridlington  crabs  inhabit  an  open,  sunlit 
bay,  with  aU  sand  or  clay  bottom  and  no  rocks. 

The  harbour  contains  many  private  boats,  and 
many  small  yachts,  some  few  of  which  can  be 
hired  by  the  week  or  month,  &c.    Pier  fishing  is 
not  allowed  off  the  north  pier,  but  is  allowed  off 
the  south  pier,  and  jetties,  quay  sides,  &c.  At 
times  great  numbers  of  small  flatfish  of  all  sorts, 
young  coalfish,  called  here  billet,  are  captured  by 
throw-out  lines  and  rods ;  but  the  pier  fishing  is 
not  so  good  as  it  used  to  be  some  years  ago.  From 
October  to  April  a  good  number  of  codling  are 
often  got  off  the  south  pier  on  the  outside. 
Mussel,  solen  (razor  shell  fish),  or  lugworm  are 
the  best  bait.    Mussels  are  scarce  and  small  here ; 
the  best  are  the  large  white  Harlingen  or  Rotter- 
dam mussels  imported  into  Hull,  and  to  be  got  at 
the  fish  shops  there.  The  Harlingen  are  the  whitest 
and  best  bait.    Sometimes  a  supply  can  be  got 
from  the  oyster  shops  in  Bridlington.  The  common 
brown  shrimp,  peeled,  have  sometimes  kiUed  good 
baskets  of  plaice,  flounders,  and  dabs  off  the  pier, 
both  inside  and  outside ;  plaice,  too,  often  take  a 
lump  of  fresh  herring  when  it  can  be  got.  Big 
garden  worms  are  not  a  bad  bait,  and  have  several 
times  caught  good  soles  off  the  pier.    In  rough 
weather  in  winter  a  good  many  cod  and  codling 
are  got  on  lines    laid  on    the  sand  at  low 
water.    An  easy  way  to  fish  from  the  rowboats 
when^  fairly  calm  is  to  row  out  in  a  line  with 
Dane's  Dyke  a  mile  or  two  just  before  low  water, 
then,  as  soon  as  the  flood  tide  makes,  drift  back, 
fishing  all  the  way  with  a  line  or  two  dragging 
and  a  rod  in  hand.    The  flood  tide  runs  from 
north  to  south,  the  ebb  the  reverse.    For  the 
south  side  go  soon  after  high  water,  and  the  ebb 
tide  will  land  you  back  near  the  piers  if  there  be 
no  strong  off-land  wind.    This  drifting  fishing  is 
pleasanter  than  being  anchored,  as  the  boat  does 
not  knock  about  so  much.    Herring  bait  is  much 


more  plentiful  since  the  Scotch  hen-ing  fleet  have 
had  a  curing  station  here  in  the  autumn.  At 
Flamborough  boats  can  be  had  to  fish  the  north 
end  of  the  bay  from  the  south  landing  place. 
From  the  north  landing  place,  where  are  many 
boats,  first-rate  deep  sea  fishing  can  be  bad  along 
the  Speeton,  Bempton,  and  Flamborough  cliffs. 
There  are  only  very  few  places  where  rock  fishing 
can  be  practised.  Catches  are  very  heavy,  cod, 
ling,  saithe,  gurnard,  and  mackerel  in  autumn; 
fly,  spinners,  and  bait  when  the  latter  can 
be  had.  No  lugworms  can  be  got  at  Flamborough, 
there  are  no  sands.  When  fishing  off  the  rocks 
great  caution  should  be  used  to  not  get 
surrounded  by  a  rising  tide,  or  swept  off  by  any 
of  the  great  waves,  several  of  which,  suddenly, 
and  without  warning,  rush  up  the  rocks  much 
higher  than  ordinary  waves.  A  sharp  lookout 
should  be  kept  for  the  extra  big  waves,  and  a 
timely  step  back  to  a  higher  ledge  taken. 
Bridlington  contains  any  amount  of  lodging- 
houses,  and  many  hotels  near  the  harbour,  the 
largest  of  which  is  Mrs.  Lamm's,  Britannia,  about 
the  centre  of  the  north  side.  For  flatfish  of  all 
kinds  Bridlington  Bay  is  well  worth  the  attention 
of  sea  anglers,  but  for  those  who  are  ambitious 
for  heavy  bags  of  cod,  ling,  saithe.  &c.,  the 
Flamborough  fishing  grounds  will  not  disappoint 


SHOOTING  WEIRS. 

It  will  be  readily  admitted  that  those  who  elect 
to  shoot  weirs  ought  to  have  their  heads  screwed 
on  properly,  with  the  bump  of  caution  large, 
plenty  of  courage,  coolness,  and  resourcefulness, 
and  be  able  to  swim  well.  Certain  it  is  that  it 
should  not  be  attempted  only  by  those  who  have 
had  the  "  practice,  practice,  practice." 

There  used  to  be  a  military  training  college 
near  Sunbury,  where  the  young  gentlemen  did 
most  extraordinary  and  daring  "  dags "  at  the 
weir  that  I  ever  saw ;  perhaps  it  was  a  part  of  the 
training  for  nerves  and  courage.  These  young 
bloods  used  to  stand  on  their  heads  on  the  weir 
beam,  get  their  punt  close  up  to  the  weir  supports, 
and  climb  up  them;  and  at  the  Tumbling  Bay, 
where  a  beam  went  across  to  the  other  side  a  foot 
or  two  above  the  fall,  jump  from  the  floor  of  the 
punt,  over  the  beam,  into  the  punt  again  as  she 
went  over.  The  late  A.  J.  Little  used  to  delight 
to  try  the  mettle  of  his  friends  out  fishing  with 
him  by  shooting  weirs  with  Lumsden,  his  fisher- 
man. Poor  old  Wheeldon  once  had  a  narrow 
squeak  of  his  life  at  Shepperton.  Philip  Geen 
and  Tommy  Hool  were  badly  upset  at  Egham  at 
daybreak  early  one  cold  morning.  Geen  knew 
how  to  shoot  well,  but  there  were  some  repairs 


Thames  Trout  Fishers  Shooting  a  Weib. 


them.  There  are  no  small  row  boats  there,  all 
large  and  strong-built  cobbles,  manned  by  three 
men,  when  cod  lining  in  winter;  by  two  men, 
when  crabbing  in  summer. 

Some  lodgings  can  be  got  at  the  old-world 
village  of  Flamborough,  which  is  situated  about 
the  centre  of  the  headland.  It  is  one  mile  to  the 
north  landing  place;  one  mile  to  the  south 
landing  place ;  two  miles  to  the  lighthouse;  four 
miles  down  to  Bridlington  by  the  footpath,  five 
miles  by  road.  From  Bridlington  Pier  to  the 
North  Smethwick  Buoy  is  four  miles ;  to  Flam- 
borough Head  six  miles,  east  by  north ;  to 
Barmston  Drain  mouth  six  miles,  south  ;  and  to 
Ulrome  coastguard  station  eight  miles  south- 
east ;  from  Flamborough  Head  to  Ulrome  coast- 
guard station,  across  the  bay,  ten  miles,  which  is 
the  extent  of  the  bay,  according  to  the  definition 
of  bays  laid  down  in  the  North  Sea  Fisheries 
Convention.  J.  W.  Wheldon. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2n.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices ;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fishwig  Gazette.  With  eighty  Illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co 
St.  Dunstan'B  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


going  on,  and  they  came  on  to  some  piles  below, 
and  had  a  big  scramble  to  save  their  lives.  At 
the  beautiful  fall  at  the  Lynn  of  Oampoil,  on  the 
Tay  near  Stanley,  it  was  rather  amusing  to  watch 
the  sardonic  smile  which  used  to  flit  over  the 
countenances  of  those  usually  stolid  boatmen, 
Haggarty  and  his  mate,  as  they  asked  their 
patrons  if  they  would  fish  the  top  of  the  weir, 
which  meant  that  the  boat  would  be  rowed  to 
and  fro  (to  an  inch  over  the  top,  while  the  lines 
fished  the  very  edge),  for  a  fish  often  came  at  that 
spot.    In  boats,  of  course,  the  usual  thing  is,  if 
the  water  is  high  enough,  to  give  out  plenty  of 
painter,  and  put  her  tail  straight,  and  let  her  over, 
taking  care  that  she  does  not  pull  you  in  or  get 
away.    The  last  ducking  I  saw  occurred  to  a  lady. 
Three  ladies  in  a  boat  had  seen  us  shoot  the 
Tumbling  Bay  at  the  old  river  weir,  Windsor; 
they  were  on  the  other  side.    The  fair  one  let  out 
rope  not  sufficient,  and  directed  the  boat  stern 
downwards  between  the  stanchions  not  quite 
straight,  and  as  she  went  over  the  two  ends 
touched  for  a  second  and  half  filled  her  with 
water,  and  in  another  second  would  have  smashed 
her,  but  she  broke  away  and  pulled  the  lady  head 
first  in;  but  she  was  quickly  got  out,  and  was 
soon  after  none  the  worse  for  her  ducking. 
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ROWSLEY  AND  THE  RIVER  WYE. 

Of  all  the  pretty  rivers  and  streams,  of  which 
Derbyshire  has  perhaps  more  than  its  share,  the 
river  Wye  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  charming. 
Rising  at  a  little  village  outside  Buxton,  it  flows 
as  a  small  stream  through  some  ornamental 
gardens,  after  leaving  which  it  soon  gets  wider, 
and  better  deserves  the  name  of  river.  The  Wye 
then  runs  through  a  series  of  beautiful  dales,  of 


demonstrate  that  no  artificial  hatchery  is  necessary 
for  keeping  up  the  supply.  The  size  limit  is  lOin., 
and  the  avei'age  weight  of  the  takeable  fish  is 
about  three  to  the  lb.  ;  but  there  are  plenty  of 
trout  from  lib.  to  21b.,  whilst  now  and  then  fish 
upwards  of  31b.  are  captured. 

The  river  is  well  stocked  with  grayling  as  well 
as  trout,  the  numbers  being  about  equal,  so  that  in 
winter,  as  well  as  in  summer,  fishing  may  be 
enjoyed;  and  nothing  more  delightful  can  be 


possibly  be  a  little  later  this  year  owing  to  the 
cold  spring  we  have  had),  when  the  trees  are 
fully  out,  and  the  hedges  white  with  hawthorn. 
If  the  tickets  for  the  Wye  are  all  bespoken,  day 
tickets  for  the  Derwent,  which  is  also  very  well 
stocked  with  fish,  may  be  obtained  at  a  charge,  I 
believe,  of  half-a-crown. 

The  scenery  in  the  locality  is  very  pi<'turesque, 
and  for  a  jaded  professional  or  business  man 
seeking  a  restful  holiday  I  know  of  nothing  better 
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The  Peacock  at  Rowsley. 


The  Wte,  near  Haddon  Hall.       L^-  4-  Fowies.  Derby. 


which  Ash  wood,  Ghee,  and  Miller's  Dales  are  the 
best  known.  Grand  though  the  scenery  be  at 
Chee  Dale,  the  Wye  is  seen  at  its  best  when  flow- 
ing between  Bakewell  and  Rowsley.  It  passes 
through  numerous  rich  meadows,  winding  along 
by  the  foot  of  Haddon  Hall — that  beautiful 
survival  of  olden  times,  whose  very  atmosphere 
seems  to  carry  one  back  through  centuries — and 
alternates  from  a  shallow  and  fairly  wide  river, 
rippling  over  a  stony  bed,  to  a  narrow  but  deep 


imagined  than  a  few  hours'  grayling  fishing  in  the 
Wye  daring  October,  when  the  air  is  bracing  and 
the  sun  shining,  so  as  to  induce  Mr.  Thymalis  to 
fancy  a  Red  Tag,  Iron  Blue,  Wickham,  Ash  Dun, 
or  whatever  else  in  the  shape  of  a  small  piece  of 
feather  and  sharp  steel  may  lui-e  him  to  his 
destruction  and  the  fisherman's  creel. 

Needless  to  say,  the  only  method  tolerated  in 
the  ducal  waters— the  Wye  being  owned  by  his 
Grace  of  Rutland,  and  the  Derwent  by  the  Duke 


than  a  week  or  two  spent  at  that  delightful  old- 
world  hostelry  the  Peacock,  at  Rowsley,  or  the 
equally  comfortable  inn  the  Rutland  Arms,  at 
Bakewell.  The  fishing  is  strictly  preserved,  but 
each  hotel  is  allowed  a  certain  number  of  tickets 
for  the  use  of  guests.  The  Peacock,  at  Rowsley, 
was  built  originally  in  1652,  and  still  retains  its 
beautiful  old-fashioned  features,  having  success- 
fully defied  the  modern  would-be  improver.  The 
stone  over  the  doorway  is  worthy  of  notice,  the 
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The  RivEK  Wye,  near  Rowsley. 


In  Rowslky  Meadow; 


stream ;  in  fact,  it  is  an  ideal  river  by  which  to 
roam  and  pass  an  idle  hour. 

From  an  angler's  point  of  view,  however,  the 
Wye  is  a  splendid  stream,  abounding  in  fine  trout 
and  grayling,  the  formation  of  the  river  being 
admiiably  adapted  for  spawning  purposes,  and  in 
a  walk  by  the  river  side  from  Bakewell  to  Fille- 
ford  Bridge,  about  a  mile  below  Haddon  HaU, 
innumerable  shoals  of  healthy  young  trout  fry 
about  an  inch  long  may  be  seen,  which  clearly 


of  Devonshire — is  the  artificial  fly.  It  is  usually 
fished  dry,  and  my  experience  is  that  a  very  small 
fly  dressed  on  a  0  0-sized  hook  is  the  most  effec- 
tive. Unfortunately  the  flies  usually  kept  at  all 
the  tackle  shops  are  much  too  large,  and  one  is 
put  to  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of  ordering 
specially  the  small  size. 

Perhaps  the  best  time  to  see  the  Wye  is  during 
the  May  Fly  season  (which  generally  starts  about 
the  first  or  second  week  in  June  here,  but  will 


curious  part  being  that  as  the  stone  was  not  large 
enough  to  take  the  first  owner's  or  tenant's  name 
in  so  prominent  a  style  as  he  wished  when  divided 
properly,  the  mason  has  placed  "  JOHN  STE-" 
on  one  line,  and  "  YENSON  "  on  the  one  below. 
Attached  to  the  house  is  a  very  large  garden 
leading  down  to  the  Derwent,  and  the  general 
arrangement  of  the  garden,  as  well  as  the  flowers 
themselves,  is  as  old  fashioned  as  the  house. 

G.  A.  F. 
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PISCATORIAL  POETICS. 


So  friendly  was  the  reception  accorded  to  my 
previous  article  upon  this  subject  that  I  have  been 
encouraged  to  gather  a  few  more  examples,  which 
may  prove  as  interesting  to  anglers  as  those 
already  quoted  and  serve  to  further  illustrate  how 
our  poets  have  treated  the  ever-fascinating 
pursuit.  It  will  perhaps  be  generally  admitted 
that,  taken  all  round,  these  quotations  reach  a 
higher  average  standard  of  poetic  excellence  than 
those  which  have  already  appeared ;  and  if  they 
afEord  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  much 
pleasure  in  the  perusal  as  they  have  given  me  in 
the  selection  and  collation,  1  shall  be  made  still 
happier  in  the  knowledge  that  time  and  labour 
have  not  been  expended  in  vain. 

Pope's  bosom  friend,  John  Gay,  whose 
writings  (beyond,  of  course,  "The  Beggar's 
Opera,"  the  ballad  of  "Black  Ey'd  Susan," 
the  libretto  to  Handel's  "  Acis  and  Galatea,"  and 
perhaps  those  "  dapper  couplets,"  as  the  younger 
Colman  called  them,  in  which  his  "  Fables  "  were 
written)  are  scarcely  known  to  this  newspaper- 
reading  generation,  has,  in  the  first  canto  of  his 
Georgic  oa  "  Rural  Sports,"  some  lines  descriptive 
of  the  angler's  art  which  are  easy  and  agreeable 
reading : 

When  geoial  spring  a  living  warmth  bestows, 
And  o'er  the  year  her  verdant  mantle  throws, 
No  swelling  ianndation  hides  the  grounds, 
But  crystal  currents  glide  within  their  bounds  ; 
The  finny  brood  their  wonted  haunts  forsake, 
Float  in  the  sun  and  skim  along  the  lake  j 
With  frequent  leap  they  range  the  shallow  streams, 
Their  silver  coats  reflect  the  dazzling  beams. 
Now  let  the  fisherman  his  toils  prepare, 
And  arm  himself  with  every  watery  snare  ; 
His  hooks,  his  lines,  peruse  with  careful  eye, 
Increas3  his  tackle,  and  his  rod  retie. 

*  *  * 

The  fisher  to  the  neighbouring  current  speeds. 
Whose  rapid  surface  purls  unknown  to  weeds  ; 
Upon  a  rising  border  of  the  brook 
He  sits  him  down,  and  ties  the  treacherous  hook  : 
Now  expectation  cheers  his  eager  thought. 
His  bosoms  glows  with  treasures  yet  uncaught. 
Before  his  eyes  a  banquet  seems  to  stand, 
Where  every  guest  applauds  his  skilful  hand. 

Far  up  the  stream  the  twisted  hair  he  throws, 
Which  down  the  murmuring  current  gently  flows ; 
When  if  or  chance  or  hunger's  powerful  sway 
Directs  the  roving  trout  this  fatal  way. 
He  greedily  sucks  in  the  twining  bait. 
And  tngs  and  nibbles  the  fallacious  meat ; 
Now,  happy  fisherman,  now  twitch  the  line  ! 
How  thy  rod  bends !    Behold,  the  prize  is  thine  ! 
Cast  on  the  bank,  he  dies  with  gasping  pains. 
And  trickling  blood  his  silver  mail  distains. 

Space  forbids  the  continuance  of  the  quotation. 
After  discoursing  fluently  on  worms  and  flies,  and 
the  cunning  artificial  lures  which  tempt  the 
"  roving  trout,"  the  poet  comes  at  length  to  the 
fresh-water  king,  and  gives  the  following  spirited 
description  of  landing  a  salmon  : 

If  an  enormous  salmon  chance  to  spy 
The  wanton  errors  of  the  floating  fly. 
He  lifts  his  silver  gills  above  the  flood 
And  greedily  sucks  in  the  unfaithful  food  : 
Then  downward  plunges  with  the  fraudful  prey. 
And  bears  with  joy  the  little  spoil  away  : 
Soon  in  smart  pain  he  feels  the  dire  mistake. 
Lashes  the  wave,  and  beats  the  foamy  lake  ; 
With  sudden  rage  he  now  aloft  appears, 
And  in  his  eye  convulsive  anguish  bears  ; 
And  now  again,  impatient  of  the  wound, 
He  rolls  and  wreaths  hia  shining  body  round ; 
Then  headlong  shoots  beneath  the  dashing  tide, 
The  trembling  fins  the  boiling  waves  divide  ; 
Now  hope  exalts  the  fishoc's  beating  heart. 
Now  he  turns  pale,  and  fears  his  dubious  art; 
He  views  the  tumbling  fish  with  longing  eyes, 
While  the  line  stretches  with  th'  unwieldy  prize  ; 
Each  motion  humours  with  his  steady  hands, 
And  one  slight  hair  the  mighty  bulk  commands  ; 
Till,  tired  at  last,  despoiled  of  all  his  strength, 
The  game  athwait  tbe  stream  unfolds  his  length. 
He  now,  with  pleasure,  views  the  gasping  prize 
Gnash  his  sharp  teeth,  and  roll  his  bloodshot  eyes  ; 
Then  draws  him  to  the  shore  with  artful  care, 
And  lifts  his  nostrils  in  the  sickening  air ; 
Upon  the  barthen'd  stream  he  floating  lies. 
Stretches  his  quivering  fins,  and,  gasping,  d'ies. 

With  what  seems  a  curious  inconsistency,  while 
apparently  feeling  no  pity  for  the  "  finny  prey," 
he  concludes  the  canto  by  urging  the  use  of 
artificial  flies  as  "less  cruel"  than  torturing 
worms  or  living  insects ! 

Grand  old  Michael  Drayton,  in  his  famous 
"  Polyolbion  "— " that  strange,  Herculean  toil" 
which  runs  to  thirty  books— gives  a  description 


of  the  leap  of  the  salmon  which  certainly  ranks 
as  one  of  the  prettiest  piscatorial  word-pictures  to 
be  found  in  English  poetry  : 

Whenas  the  salmon  seeks  a  fresher  stream  to  find 
(Which  hither  from  the  sea  comes  yearly  by  his  kind, 
As  he  in  season  grows),  and  stems  the  wat'ry  tract. 
Where  Tivy  falling  down  doth  make  a  cataract, 
Foro'd  by  the  rising  rocks  that  there  her  course  oppose. 
As  though  within  their  bounds  they  meant  her  to  enclose  ; 
Here,  when  the  labouring  fish  doth  at  the  foot  arrive. 
And  finds  that  by  this  strength  but  vainly  he  doth  strive. 
His  tail  takes  in  his  teeth,  and,  bending  like  a  bow 
That's  to  the  compass  drawn,  aloft  himself  doth  throw  ; 
Then,  springing  at  his  height,  as  doth  a  little  wand 
That,  bended  end  to  end,  and  flirted  from  the  hand. 
Far  off  itself  doth  cast,  so  doth  the  salmon  vault. 
And  if  at  first  he  fail,  his  second  summersault 
He  instantly  essays  ;  and  from  his  nimble  ring, 
Still  yerking,  never  leaves,  until  himself  he  fling 
Above  the  streamf  ul  top  of  the  surrounding  heap. 

And  in  "The  Muses'  Elysium,"  Nymphal  VI,, 
wherein  a  woodman,  a  fisherman,  and  a  shepherd 
swain    contend    for    who    should    be  deemed 
worthiest,  he  makes  Halcius,  the  fisherman,  thus 
praise  his  favourite  occupation  : 
The  crystal  current  streams  continually  I  keep. 
Where  every  pearl-pav'd  ford,  and  every  blue-ey'd  deep, 
With  me  familiar  are  ;  when  in  my  boat  being  set. 
My  oar  I  take  in  hand,  my  angle  and  my  net 
About  me  ;  like  a  prince  myself  in  state  I  steer. 
Now  up,  now  down  the  stream,  now  am  I  here,  now 
there. 

The  pilot  and  the  fraught  myself  ;  and  at  my  ease 
Can  land  me  when  I  list,  or  in  what  place  I  please. 
The  silver-scaled  shoals  about  me  in  the  streams, 
As  thick  as  ye  discern  the  atoms  in  the  beams, 
Near  to  the  shady  bank,  where  slender  sallies  grow, 
And  willows  their  shag'd  tops  down  t'wards  the  waters 
bow, 

I  shove  in  with  my  boat  to  shield  me  from  the  heat. 
Where,  choosing  from  my  bag  some  prov'd  especial  bait. 
The  goodly  weU-grovra  trout  I  with  my  angle  strike. 
And  with  my  bearded  wire  I  take  the  ravenous  pike. 
Of  whom  when  I  have  hold  he  seldom  breaks  away. 
Though  at  my  line's  full  length  so  long  I  let  him  play. 
Till  by  my  hand  I  find  he  well  near  weary'd  be. 
When  softly  by  degrees  I  draw  him  up  to  me. 
The  lusty  salmon,  too,  I  oft  with  angling  take. 
Which  me,  above  the  rest,  most  lordly  sport  doth  make, 
Who,  feeling  he  is  caught,  such  frisks  and  bounds  doth 
fetch. 

And  by  his  very  strength  my  line  so  far  doth  stretch. 
As  draws  my  floating  cork  down  to  the  very  ground, 
And  wresting  of  my  rod,  doth  make  my  boat  turn  round. 
I  never  idle  am,  sometime  I  bait  my  weels. 
With  which  by  night  I  take  the  dainty  silver  eels. 
And  with  my  draught-net  then  I  sweep  the  streaming 
flood. 

And  to  my  trammel  next,  and  cast  net  from  the  mud, 
I  beat  the  scaly  brood ;  no  hour  I  idly  spend. 
But  weary'd  with  my  work,  I  bring  the  day  to  end. 

The  quotation  might  easily  be  extended,  for 
where  description  is  so  charmingly  easy  it  is 
diflBcult  to  draw  the  line.  Those  who  would  finish 
the  piece  must  turn  to  their  copy  of  Drayton,  or 
to  the  volume  in  the  "British  Poets,"  if  haply 
they  possess  a  set ;  if  not,  they  must  be  content 
with  the  slice  here  served  up. 

"  Rare  "  Ben  Jonson,  in  "  The  Forest,"  singing 
the  praises  of  Penshurst,  leads  us  to  think  that 
place  must  have  been  something  like  a  piscatorial 
paradise.    He  says : 

And  if  the  high-swoll'n  Medway  fail  thy  dish. 
Thou  hast  thy  ponds  that  pay  thee  tribute  fish ; 
Fat,  aged  carps,  that  run  into  thy  net. 
And  pikes,  now  weary  their  own  kind  to  eat, 
As  loth  the  second  draught,  or  cast  to  stay, 
Oflioiously  at  first  themselves  betray. 
Bright  eels  that  emulate  them,  and  leap  on  land 
Before  the  fisher,  or  into  his  hand. 

Selfishly  speaking,  I  should  like  to  find  a  place 
where  eels  would  leap  into  my  hand,  though 
doubtless  such  tame  plenteousness  would  take  the 
edge  off  the  sport,  to  the  minds  of  most 
anglers. 

The  author  of  "  The  Chase,"  William  Somer- 
vile — for  the  "  gay  and  easy  flow  "  of  whose  muse 
Allan  Ramsay  expressed  his  admiration — in  his 
poem  on  "  Field  Sports  "  does  not  forget  angling. 
After  sketching  a  charming  scene,  where  "the 
insinuating  waters  stray  in  many  a  winding 
maze,"  where  the  wild  duck  "  steals  the  spawn  of 
teeming  shoals,"  and  "  the  murmuring  stream 
salutes  the  flowery  mead  that  glows  with 
fragrance,"  he  says : 

On  the  cooling  bank, 
PatieLtly  musing,  all  intent  I  stand 
To  hook  the  scaly  glutton.    See  .'  down  sinks 
My  cork,  that  faithful  monitor ;  his  weight 
My  taper  angle  bends  ;  surpris'd,  amaz'd, 
He  glitters  in  tbe  sun,  and  struggling,  pants 
For  liberty,  till  in  the  purer  air 
He  breathes  no  more. 


The  difference  between  the  St.  James's  Park  of 
the  reign  of  the  "  Merry  Monarch  "  and  that  of 
our  degenerate  days  is  brought  vividly  before  us 
by  Edmund  Waller's  lines  "  On  St.  James'  s  Park, 
as  lately  improved  by  His  Majesty."  After 
describing  the  waterfowl  flying  overhead  "con- 
trolling the  sun "  with  "  a  feathered  cloud,"  he 
goes  on : 

Beneath,  a  shoal  of  silver  fishes  glides. 
And  plays  about  the  gilded  barges'  sides  5 
The  ladies  angling  in  the  crystal  lake. 
Feast  on  the  waters  with  the  prey  they  take ; 
At  once  victorious  with  their  lines  and  eyes, 
They  make  the  fishes  and  the  men  their  prize. 

A  ctirious  contrast  to  a  scene  worthy  the  brush 
of  a  Watteau  is  afforded  nowadays  by  the  pre- 
datory urchin  who,  stirred  to  defiance  of  park 
rules  by  the  irrepressible  instinct  of  angling, 
furtively  fishes  for  sticklebacks  with  the  primitive 
bit  of  cotton  for  line  and  splinter  of  matchwood 
for  float — one  eye  on  the  water  and  the  other 
roving  warily  round  in  search  of  the  dreaded 
keeper. 

Soame  Jenyns,  of  whom  little  is  heard  nowa- 
days, has  a  charming  little  lyric  on  the  subject  of 
"  Chloe  Angling  "  : 

On  yon  fair  brook's  enamell'd  aide 

Behold  my  Chloe  stands ! 
Her  angle  trembles  o'er  the  tide 
As  conscious  of  her  hands. 

*  #  # 

From  each  green  bank  and  mosey  cave 

The  scaly  race  repair ; 
They  sport  beneith  the  crystal  wave, 

And  kiss  her  image  there. 
Here  the  bright  silver  eel,  enroll'd 

In  shining  volumes,  lies  ; 
There  basks  the  carp,  bedropt  with  gold, 

In  the  sunshine  of  her  eyes. 
With  hungry  pikes  in  wanton  play. 

The  tim'rous  trouts  appear ; 
The  hungry  pikes  forget  to  prey. 
The  tim'roua  trouts  to  fear. 

The  application  of  an  amorous  simile  is,  of  course, 
inevitable;  but  space  is  limited,  and  the  above 
four  quatrains  must  serve  as  an  example  of  the 
eleven. 

Coming  down  to  modern  times,  Winthrop 
Mackworth  Praed's  "  Red  Fisherman,"  who  knew 
the  secret  of  the  abbot's  stuttering,  is  no  doubt 
familiar  to  many  of  my  i-eaders,  and  the  lively 
lines — 

Oh,  oh!   Oh,  oh! 
Above,  below. 
Lightly  and  brightly  they  come  and  go  ; 
The  hungry  and  keen  to  the  top  are  leaping. 
The  lazy  and  fat  in  the  depths  are  sleeping  j 
Fishing  is  fine  when  the  pool  is  muddy — 

show  at  least  that  the  author  did  not  write  with- 
out some  knowledge  of  his  subject. 

Turning  now  to  an  author  who  dealt  with  the 
matter  in  a  free-and-easy  style.  Barker,  in  his 
"  Art  of  Angling,"  says  of  pike  fishing : 
A  rod  twelve  feet  long,  and  a  ring  of  wire, 
A  winder  and  a  barrel  will  help  thy  desire 
In_  killing  a  pike ;  but  the  forked  stick 
With  a  slit  and  a  bladder— and  that  other  fine  trick 
Which  our  artists  call  snap,  with  a  goose  or  a  duck— 
WiU  kiU  two  for  one,  if  you  have  any  luck. 
The  gentry  of  Shropshire  do  merrily  smile 
To  see  a  goose  and  at  belt  the  fish  to  beguile ; 
When  a  pike  suns  himself  and  a-frogging  doth  go, 
The  two-inched  hook  is  better,  I  know. 
Than  the  ord'nary  snaring  ;  but  still  I  must  cry, 
"  When  the  pike  is  at  home,  mind  the  cookery  !  " 

Experienced  ichthyophagists  will  readily  endorse 
the  wisdom  of  this  closing  admonition. 

Phineas  Fletcher  (cousin  to  John,  the  famous 
dramatist),  whom  quaint  old  Quarles  dubbed  "  the 
Spenser  of  this  age,"  and  who  was  the  author  of 
that  surprisingly  ingenious  poem  "  The  Purple 
Island"  (in  twelve  cantos,  the  last  of  which 
consists  of  eighty-nine  stanzas !),  wrote  a  number 
of  so-called  "  Piscatory  Eclogues."  Small  wonder 
that  Addison  took  exception  to  the  title.  Let  no 
angler  be  deluded  into  thinking  there  is  any- 
thing  descriptive  of  fishing  in  them — they  are 
simply  imitations  (successful,  granted)  of  the 
good  old  pastoral  eclogue,  being  fuU  of  "  hopeless 
swains"  and  "cruel  maids"  and  all  the  long- 
di-awn  bitterness  and  linked  sweetness  of  love-sick 
youthfulness. 

The  selections  given  in  this  and  the  previous 
article  do  not,  of  course,  by  any  means  exhaust 
the  possibilities  of  the  subject.  Whether  an 
opportunity  will  ever  occur  to  return  to  it  must  be 
left  to  that  powerful  triumvirate  Time,  Fate,  and 
the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

RODWELL  HOOKHAM. 


July  28,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


79 


SALMON  TACKSMEN  AND  THE 
WEEKLY  SLAP. 


Salmon  fishing  lessees  are  being  constantly 
taunted — and  not  without  some  show  of  reason — 
with  breaking  the  law  as  regards  the  strict 
observance  of  the  weekly  close  time.  Whenever 
witnesses  are  examined  in  a  case  in  point,  or  by  a 
Royal  Commission,  it  constantly  crops  up  that  the 
legal  weekly  close  time  is  more  observed  in  the 
breach  than  otherwise.  Anglers  are  not  their 
only  enemies  in  this  respect.  Inspectors  of 
fisheries,  clerks  of  boards,  coastguardsmen,  and 
other  independent  witnesses  outside  the  pale  of 
the  fraternity  all  testify  to  the  same  sin  of  omis- 
sion in  not  taking  up  the  leaders  by  6  p.m.  on  the 
Saturday,  or  the  equally  heinous  transgression  of 
having  them  down  before  the  legal  hour  of  6  a.m. 
on  the  Monday. 

The  two  or  three  cases  in  the  north  which 
have  brought  the  matter  so  recently  to  the  front 
may  be  briefly  stated  as  follows  : 

The  Brothers  Stephen,  Peterhead,  are  tacks- 
men of  the  Boddam  fishing  station,  and  they  were 
mulcted  in  £5  each  and  £2  16s.  of  expenses  for 
not  removing  the  leaders  before  6.30  p.m.  on  a 
Saturday  night.  It  came  out  that  they  were  the 
gainers  of  this  breach  of  the  law  by  some  eight 
fish,  worth  about  £5.  Their  plea  that  the  rough 
sea  and  adverse  currents  hindered  operations  at 
the  time  would  not  hold  good  in  the  teeth  of  con- 
trary evidence  of  landsmen.  At  the  same  court 
the  firm  of  West  and  Strachan,  lessees  of  the 
Buchanhaven  stations,  were  up  for  a  similar 
offence  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ugie,  and  in  their 
case  proceedings  were  withdrawn  and  a  motion 
for  expenses  disallowed,  which  we  think  hardly 
fair,  when  no  evidence  for  the  prosecution  had 
been  led.  The  sheriff  took  the  view  that  the 
public  prosecutor  was  freed  from  the  onus  of 
expenses,  as  they  would  fall  on  himself  personally, 
and  yet  he  is  paid  by  the  cases  he  brings  into 
court  and  gains !  However,  this  is  one  of  the 
law's  many  vagaries.  The  third  case  was  against 
the  same  firm  of  West  and  Strachan  for 
putting  down  their  leaders  before  6  a.m.  on 
Monday  morning,  June  26,  to  which  they  pleaded 
guilty.  Their  plea  that  they  lifted  their  nets  at 
4  p.m.  on  Saturday,  and  restored  them  after  the 
thirty-six  hours  had  expired,  as  was  the  custom, 
only  saved  them  from  a  fine,  but  not  from  the 
expenses  of  the  prosecution  and  a  conviction. 
The  fact  is  that  observing  the  spirit  of  the  law 
however  faithfully,  and  not  the  letter  of  the  law, 
will  not  hold  good.  Messrs.  West  and  Strachan 
contended  that  they  did  this  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  the  former  watcher,  that  it  was  the 
custom  of  the  "  country,"  and  that  it  was  done  in 
open  day,  and  in  the  full  knowledge  of  the  powers 
that  be.  All  these  may  be  good  enough,  and 
conscientious  enough  reasons,  but  they  will  not 
wash  in  a  court  of  justice.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a  hard- 
ship to  lift  the  leaders  just  before  the  shoal  is 
expected  to  strike  on  a  Saturday  afternoon 
in  the  thick  of  the  salmon  and  grilse  season, 
and  especially  so  to  the  smaller  tacksmen, 
who  have  for  the  fifth  or  sixth  time  in  succession 
been  so  hard  hit  by  adverse  seasons  and  scarcity 
of  fish,  while  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  rack- 
rented  to  the  very  last  farthing.  It  is  no  doubt 
very  hard  to  stand  by  the  clock  on  a  Monday 
morning  from  4  to  6  a.m.  and  know  that  the  best 
of  that  tide  is  being  lost,  and  that  the  boat  cannot 
be  launched  to  put  in  the  missing  leaders,  through 
which  the  golden  harvest  is  slipping  on  to  some 
more  fortunate  lessee,  who  will  get  them  a  few 
miles  further  north  or  south  ;  but  such  is  the  law 
and  it  must  be  stuck  to  in  the  meantime.  , 

There  are  great  difiiculties  in  relaxing  it,  and 
the  gravest  and  greatest  lies  in  the  "  free  hand  " 
it  would  give  to  the  unscrupulous  to  carry  out 
abuses,  and  nothing  tends  to  foster  that  spirit  of 
suspicion  more  than  these  cases  which  crop  up  in 
the  law  courts  against  not  observing  the  Sunday's 
slap.  If  this  be  found  in  the  dry  tree,  what  of 
the  green  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  might  not  a  certain  amount 
of  freedom  be  given  so  that  the  spirit  of  the  law 
could  really  be  followed,  and  then  the  letter 
would  become  of  no  consequence.  Only  those 
who  have  been  fishermen  on  coast  stations,  and 
the  north-east  coast,  near  Peterhead,  in  particular 
— where,  meantime,  the  Government,  with  convict 
labour,  are  building  a  harbour  of  refuge — know 
the  strength  of  the  tides,  and  the  difficulties  of 


working  in  a  ground  swell,  or  a  stiffish  breeze. 
None  but  the  most  expert  evidence  is  of  the  least 
value  in  any  prosecution  arising  out  of  such  a 
case.  Landsmen  know  nothing  about  it,  and  a 
policeman,  more  than  likely  born  and  bred  on 
Tomintoul  or  Ben  Nevis,  knows  as  much  about 
ground  swells  and  currents  as  a  cow  knows  of 
chemistry ;  a  water  bailiff  from  the  Tweed  is  as 
green,  and  a  gamekeeper  is  at  all  times  a  dangerous 
witness.  He  is  prejudiced  in  the  interest  of  his 
masters,  us  anglers,  who  are,  and  justly  so,  the 
sworn  enemies  of  the  netsman,  and  all  his 
belongings. 

There  is  no  use  of  anglers  hobnobbing  with 
tacksmen.  Every  salmon  and  sea  trout  not  taken 
by  rod  and  line  is  a  loss  to  the  angling  world, 
yet  there  is  a  commercial  interest  in  salmon 
which  the  angler  must  respect,  and  which  must 
be  treated  on  business  lines  and  business  prin- 
ciples. Give  the  tacksman  his  pound  of  flesh  and 
nothing  more.  Whenever  he  wants  an  ounce 
extra  then  down  him  with  the  sledge  hammer  of 
the  law.  Surely  the  thirty-six  hours  of  weekly 
close  time  is  little  enough  to  be  respected  ;  but  it 
seems  it  is  not,  and  now  we  think  a  clear  case  has 
been  made  out  for  its  extension,  and  this  we  are 
glad  to  see  has  been  lately  urged  by  many  of  the 
chief  witnesses  who  have  as  yet  appeared  before 
the  Royal  Commission.  It  should  be  made  a 
point,  and  a  strong  one  too,  by  those  who  are  yet 
to  follow,  and  whose  convictions  are  strong  on 
this  matter. 

The  salmon  supply  of  the  country  needs  it. 
During  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  August, 
and  when  the  rivers  are  low  at  other  times,  the 
only  fish — salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  of  over 
21b.  weight — which  get  the  chance  of  running  up 
our  rivers,  are  those  that  come  away  with  the 
Sunday  slap.  An  occasional  fish  may  slip  thi'ough, 
but  only  in  the  night-tide,  when  they  cannot  be 
seen  crossing  the  shallows  and  fords ;  or  in  a 
biggish  water,  when  such  happens  at  the  time  to 
be  running.  As  a  rule,  the  Monday  morning 
supplies  are  the  heaviest  of  the  week.  This  is 
very  good  evidence  in  itself  that  the  leaders  have 
not  been  up  everywhere  during  the  whole  time, 
for  salmon  are  not  more  intelligent  than  other 
fish,  so  as  to  study  the  time  when  they  can  be 
most  conveniently  trapped  for  the  gain  of  the 
gold  seekers  in  the  few  hours  of  a  Monday 
morning's  tide. 

"  I  never  bring  up  a  case,"  said  an  inspector  in 
court  the  other  day,  "  where  the  leaders  are  down 
an  hour  or  two  before  they  should  not,  or  not  up 
for  about  the  same  time.  Unless  a  whole  tide  is 
taken  advantage  of,  without  good  reason,  my 
board  would  not  prosecute."  The  inspector  and 
his  board  are  thus  administrating  the  law  in  a  very 
loose  manner ;  but  they  are  not  alone  in  this  respect. 
"  It  is  the  custom  of  the  country,"  pleaded  Messrs. 
West  and  Strachan,  "to  observe  a  thirty-six 
hours  weekly  close  time,  as  from  4  p.m.  on  Satur- 
day to  4  a.m.  on  Monday,  if  the  tide  suits.  It 
is  just  this  custom  of  the  country  which  anglers 
object  to,  and  which  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
can  make  gain  by  its  abuse,  that  the  danger  lies. 
Smaller  tacksmen  are  not  the  only  sinners  in  this 
respect.  Most  salmon  fishers  are  paid  by  the 
'•  barrel "  of  fish  over  and  above  their  weekly  wages, 
and  the  temptation  to  snatch  a  tide  is  thus  com- 
mon to  aU,  although  the  smaller  firms,  who  work 
their  own  nets,  are  probably  the  sorest  tempted. 

Were  a  forty-eight  hours  weekly  close  time 
adopted  tacksmen  all  over  might  be  granted  this 
"  free  hand "  of  a  two  hours'  "  come  and  go," 
which  it  seems  some  inspectors  allow,  and  some 
do  not.  It  would  disarm  in  a  great  measure  much 
of  the  opposition  which  is  likely  to  arise  to  the 
proposal.  Might  it  not  be  worth  while  in  the 
interests  of  tacksmen  generally,  and  the  smaller 
tacksmen  in  particular,  to  make  a  representation 
to  the  Royal  Commissioners  in  this  respect,  i.e., 
that  the  weekly  slap  be  extended  from  thirty-six 
to  forty-eight  howrs  wherever  a  longer  period  is 
not  otherwise  observed,  and  that  tacksmen  be 
allowed  a  "  free  hand  "  of  two  hours  to  come  and 
go,  as  to  when  and  under  what  circum- 
stances they  may  depart  from  the  statutory 
rule.  It  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  ask 
the  lessee  to  keep  a  log-book,  and  in  this 
way  the  inspector  would  have  evidence  at  a 
glance  whether  there  were  any  attempts  to 
snatch  a  tide  or  otherwise.  Half  a  loaf  is  better 
than  no  bread,  and  by  granting  this  "  free  hand  " 
on  the  condition  of  an  extended  Sunday's  slap. 


the  angling  interest  would  be  the  gainer  in  the 
main,  and  what  is  now  the  "custom  of  the 
country,"  brought  under  the  respectable  cogni- 
sance of  the  law.  We  have  no  sympathy  with 
the  netsmen  in  their  commercial  pursuit;  our 
nature  has  been  built  all  the  other  way  ;  but  we 
are  not  so  naiTow-minded,  nor  have  we  mixed  so 
little  with  them,  as  not  to  be  aware  of  the  mighty 
interests  vested  and  otherwise  involved  in  any 
substantial  curtailing  of  the  netting  presently  in 
vogue,  unless  in  this  way.  Their  champions  are 
already  arming  for  the  fight.  The  wealthier 
salmon  lessees  are  holding  meetings  and  appoint- 
ing delegates  to  represent  their  cause  before  the 
Royal  Commissioners,  and  anglers  and  angling 
lessees  must  play  a  winning  card  if  they  are  to  be 
in  the  game  at  all.  G.  M. 


MAY  FLY  FISHING  ON  LOUGH 
ARROW. 

There  has  this  year  been  general  complaining 
that  the  May  Fly  time  in  Ireland  has  not  been 
good — brassy  skies  and  north-east  winds  drove 
back  many  long  before  the  season  was  through — 
this  sort  of  weather  so  often  prevails  just  at  the 
very  height  of  the  May  Fly  season.  Our  sketch 
is  from  the  famous  Lough  Arrow  at  Annaughloy — 
the  Ballinarry  end.  It  shows  a  side  of  the  sport 
which  is  not  so  much  practised  as  it  ought  to  be. 
By  it,  if  one  is  a  careful  wader  and  good  caster, 
some  capital  sport  may  be  had  from  the  shores, 
casting  the  ordinary  Irish  flies — fiery  Brown, 
Clarets,  &c.,  and  the  May  Fly.  Boats  have  their 
advantages  and  very  many  disadvantages,  the 
difliculty  of  getting  reliable  boatmen  being  almost 
the  worst.  One  soon  gets  tired  of  dapping  after 
a  day  or  two  of  it  and  if  good  fish  can  be  got  by 
casting  vei'y  often  much  better  sport  can  be 
got.  At  harvest  time,  when  the  daddy  longlegs 
make  their  appearance,  and  the  weather  then  is 
almost  certain  to  be  more  settled  and  favourable, 
a  good  time  may  generally  be  had,  also  flapper 
shooting  and  pike  fishing.  Better  facilities 
and  cheapness  cannot  be  wished  for.  Those 
monthly  tourist  tickets  (return),  issued  by  the 
North-Western  in  conjunction  with  the  Midland 
and  Great  Western  of  Ireland  (£2  lOs.  I  think  they 
are),  enable  you  to  leave  Euston  by  the  evening 
train,  and  be  fishing  on  Lough  Arrow  or  Boyle 
Lake,  in  the  west  of  Ireland,  by  the  afternoon  of 
the  next  day.  They  enable  one  to  visit  Connemara 
and  other  places.  Boyle  is  central  for  some  of 
the  best  fishing  in  Ireland.  There  is  plenty  of 
accommodation  at  Boyle,  of  which  Mr.  Taylor, 
gunmaker,  of  the  place,  will  be  pleased  to  inform. 
There  is  also  a  good  hotel  at  BaUinafad,  three 
miles  from  Boyle,  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Arrow ; 
and  William  Atchinson,  Rock  View,  Ballinarry, 
four  miles  from  Boyle,  is  a  very  obliging,  nice 
man.  He  has  a  boat,  and  will  do  anything  for 
anglers  and  sportsmen.  Boyle  river  often  affords 
good  sport,  and  the  lough,  with  plenty  of  boats,  is 
quite  close  to  the  town,  which  is  a  garrison  town. 
Some  of  the  largest  pike  and  trout  in  Ireland 
may  be  got  on  Boyle  Lake.  H. 


SNAPSHOTS  ON  FRASER  RIVER. 

A  CORRESPONDENT  sends  us  some  attractive 
little  photographs,  taken  on  or  neai-  the  Fraser 
river,  in  British  Columbia. 

The  following  descriptions  refer  to  the  numbers 
on  each  picture : 

1.  Looking  from   Cheachamus  Bridge  down- 

stream to  Mount  Rosecup,  5000ft.  high. 

2.  North  Range,  Ignamish Valley,  B.C.,  looking 

across  from  South  Range,  4000ft.  to  6000ft. 

3.  The    heavenly    twins,    Cheachamus  river, 

looking  down-stream  from  O'Connell's 
Swim,  whence  3001b.  of  trout  have  been 
taken  to  a  single  rod  in  a  day. 

4.  "  Wake  up,  sleepy ;  the  fish  are  rising." 

5.  A.  H.  Morten,  Esq.,  landing  and  gaffing  an 

81b.  trout  alone  on  the  Ischeachimus  river. 

6.  Fishing  chums.    "  We  know  what  trout  are, 

don't  we,  old  man  ?  " 

7.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  landing  an  llAlb.  trout  in 

Cheachamus  river. 

8.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  with  four  trout,  32Alb., 

caught  in  Cheachamus  river  (llpb.,  91b., 
71b.,  51b.)  inside  two  hours. 

9.  Moonlight,  Fraser  river. 

10.  Hon.  H.  Brooke  landing  a  9-pounder  in 
Cheachamus  river. 


May  Fly  Fishing  on  Lough  Arrow.     (See  page  79-) 
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ANGLING  HOLIDAYS. 


ON  THE  BROADS. 
Those  wlio  are  wondering  where  to  spend  their 
Slimmer  holidays  cannot  do  much  better  than  try 
the  Norfolk  Broads.  The  beautiful  bracing  air  is 
bound  to  have  a  beneficent  effect,  and  that  is 
really  of  far  more  importance  to  those  who  toil  or 
spin  than  the  catching  of  fish.  Bat,  in  regard  to 
the  latter,  there  need  not  be  much  fear  upon  that 
score.  The  man  who  cannot  catch  fish  can  do  so 
on  the.  broads.  Whilst  the  man  who  can  catch 
fish,  and  only  goes  to  get  a  big  take  or  a  specimen 
fish,  may  do  both,  provided  he  goes  the  right  way 
to  work. 

In  regard  to  the  first  person  alluded  to  I  may 
say  that  fish  are  numerous  on  the  broads  and 
rivers  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  the  smaller 
fish  are  unsophisticated  like  young  childi-en ;  you 
are  sui-e  to  get  many.  On  Ormsby,  RoUesby,  and 
Oalton  Broads  the  small  fish,  especially  bream, 
S3em  to  be  always  ready,  like  Oliver  Twist,  for 
more  food.  Here  there  is  a  chance  for  the  novice. 
Only  a  rudimentaiy  knowledge  of  fishing  is 
necessary,  and  it  can  be  set  forth  briefly  in  order 
that  there  shall  be  little  or  no  mistake  to  spoil 
the  day's  sport.  First  make  up  your  mind  which 
broad  you  intend  to  fish.  Then  write  and  engage 
a  boat ;  they  are  generally  big,  so  you  may  need 
have  little  fear ;  also,  at  the  same  time,  inquire  if 
ground-bait  can  be  supplied.  This  is  generally 
the  case,  and  if  necessary  a  man  can  be  obtained 
to  row  you  to  a  favourite  spot,  fix  the  poles,  and 
leave  you  to  enjoy  the  day  amidst  the  rushes.  It 
is  of ttimes  a  rather  solitai-y  affair,  so  take  a  chum 
or  two.  I  do  not  mean  that  few  people  are  to  be 
met  with.  That  is  not  the  case,  for  Broadland  is 
becoming  more  popular  every  year.  But  the 
broads  are  large,  and  the  rivers  have  many  bends, 
so  that  although  several  boats  may  be  fishing 
near,  the  bend  in  the  river  puts  them  out  of  sight 
and  leaves  you  in  your  glory. 

Having  been  fixed  in  a  swim,  you  must  plumb 
the  depth,  and  place  the  float  so  that  the  bait  just 
trots  along  the  bottom  of  the  river.  In  some 
parts  the  tide  affects  the  water,  and  the  plummet 
should  be  used  often.  In  rivers  like  the  Tare  and 
the  Bure  this  is  most  essential  to  good  sport,  for 
the  water  alters  in  height  considerably.  At 
Ormsby  there  is  no  tide.  At  Oulton  a  little.  At 
Cantley,  on  the  Tare,  the  tide  runs  swift,  and  it 
is  best  to  use  a  leger  line  until  the  tide  slackens, 
when  a  float  may  be  tried.  On  the  Bure 
it  is  the  same.  I  should  suggest  to  those 
who  have  not  much  experience  in  fishing  that 
they  try  the  broads  before  venturing  on  the 
rivers,  unless  it  be  the  Thume  at  Potter  Heigham, 
where  the  stream  is  not  faster  than  the  Lea.  As 
to  ground-bait,  if  you  prefer  to  carry  your  own, 
make  it  of  bread,  bran,  or  pollard,  with  a  handful 
of  gentles  placed  in  the  centre  after  the  bait  has 
been  properly  kneaded.  In  quiet  waters  like 
Ormsby,  Whiteslea,  Potter  Heigham,  or  Hickling, 
the  ground-bait  is  best  thrown  in  rather  loosely, 
so  as  to  attract  the  fish  by  the  discolouration  of 
the  water.  Tou  will  catch  roach,  rudd,  and 
bream  by  using  gentles  or  bread  cubes  as  bait, 
but  for  bream  worms  are  the  best  bait  as  a  rule. 
But  if  using  them  you  ought  really  to  ground- 
bait  with  worms,  and  they  are  a  trifle  expensive, 
and  rather  a  bother  to  carry  about.  Of  late  this 
trouble  has  been  mitigated  by  tackle  dealers 
being  willing  to  send  a  thousand  lobs  to  any 
district.  Pine  roach  tackle  may  generally  be 
used,  provided  the  fish  be  struck  and  played 
lightly. 

Wroxham  Broad,  on  the  Bure,  is  another  place 
where  good  sport  is  often  obtained,  and  the  best 
months  for  fishing  are  July,  August,  and  Septem- 
ber. Although  there  is  no  close  time  on  the 
broads  for  fishing,  good  sport  is  seldom  met  with 
before  July.  The  fish  seem  to  appreciate  the 
warm  weather,  and  feed  better  in  it,  many  of  the 
record  takes  being  made  during  hot  sunshine.  A 
charge  is  made  for  fishing  Wroxham  Broad — Is. 
per  boat  per  day  on  one  part,  and  2s.  6d.  on 
another  part.  The  early  summer  is  supposed  to 
be  the  best  time  to  fish  here. 

The  Tare,  at  Cantley,  is  a  good  fishing  place 
when  the  tide  is  suitable.  Ground-bait  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Red  House,  and  the  cooking  there 
is  almost  the  best  I  have  met  with  on  the  broads, 
the  Bridge  House  Hotel  at  Potter  Heigham 
perhaps  beating  it.    The  boats  are  large  and 


roomy.  They  are  supplied  with  poles,  which  are 
pushed  into  the  mud  alongside  the  reeds,  and 
then  the  leger  is  cast  out  on  to  the  ground-bait. 
Use  strong  tackle  here,  as  some  of  the  bream  are 
very  large  and  powerful,  and  it  is  a  pity  to  lose 
the  best  fish  through  using  fine  tackle.  Bucken- 
ham  and  Brundall,  which  are  higher  up  the 
river,  are  also  good  fishing  places,  and  can  easily 
be  reached  from  Tarmouth,  Lowestoft,  or 
Norwich. 

The  river  Waveney  is  also  an  excellent  river. 
Beccles  is  generally  the  best  place  to  make  your 
headquarters,  and  there  is  the  advantage  here  of 
being  able  to  obtain  the  services  of  a  professional 
fisherman — Mr.  G.  V.  Finch.  He  knows  the  river 
thoroughly  well,  and  anyone  engaging  him  for  a 
day's  fishing  is  certain  to  get  sport.  I  believe  he 
only  charges  5s.  per  day,  the  angler  having  also 
to  pay  2s.  6d.  for  the  hire  of  a  boat.  Finch  should, 
if  possible,  be  engaged  beforehand  to  save  dis- 
appointment. Above  Beccles  is  Geldeston  Lock, 
where  good  roaching  is  to  be  had.  The  water  in 
the  summer,  however,  is  clear  as  gin  and  very 
weedy.  It  is  best  for  anyone  unacquainted  with 
the  water  to  fish  just  above  Beccles  Bridge,  or 
else  row  down  to  the  swing  bridge  which  one 
passes  over  in  the  train  on  the  way  to  Tarmouth. 
The  Waveney  is  one  of  the  prettiest  rivers  in 
Norfolk.  The  town  is  quiet,  clean,  and 
comfortable,  and  it  is  a  place  to  spend  a  quiet, 
happy  holiday.  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


FOREST  FORCE. 


Some  curious  facts  are  set  forth  concerning 
trees  in  an  article  by  Mr.  Frank  French  in 
Scrihner's.  A  single  oak  of  good  size  is  said  to 
lift  123  tons  of  water  during  the  months  it  is  in 
leaf.  This  moisture  is  evaporated,  and  rises  to 
fonn  rain-clouds.  All  the  trees  are  busy  doing 
the  same  thing,  and  the  rank  ferns  and  mosses, 
and  deep  mould  of  the  forest  depths,  acting 
as  reservoirs  for  the  rain  which  falls  upon 
them,  in  their  turn  feed  the  springs  and  brooks. 
From  this  estimate  of  the  labour  of  a  single  oak 
we  can  gain  some  idea  of  the  immense  force  which 
the  forests  exert  in  equalising  the  evaporation  and 
precipitation,  and  preventing  periods  of  inunda- 
tion and  drought. 


THE  POLICEMEN'S  HOLIDAY. 


Not  the  blue-coated,  helmet-crested,  stately- 
moving  functionaries  of  the  "  force,"  but  only 
four  humble  fishermen,  residing  for  the  nonce  in 
the  long-disused  police  barracks  on  the  shores  of 
beautiful  Lough  Derg.  On  our  arrival  friends 
and  neighbours  at  once  christened  us  "  police- 
men," and  the  name  stuck  to  us  as  nicknames 
always  do  in  ould  Ireland.  My  co -residents 
kindly  invested  me  with  the  exalted  title  of 
"  Inspector."  Another  of  us,  noted  for  his 
length,  breadth,  and  colossal  proportions 
generally,  took  upon  himself  the  rnle  of 
"  Sergeant."  The  others  answered  to  the  names 
of  "  Constable  No.  I  "  and  "  Constable  No.  2." 
Thus  we  became  known  on  the  lake  as  policemen, 
and  even  had  our  letters  and  invitations  addressed 
in  this  way. 

It  hath  been  said  of  old  time  "  a  policeman's 
life  is  not  a  happy  one,"  but  we  four  members  of 
the  force  were  living  contradictions  of  this  ancient 
legend,  for  truly  our  lines  were  cast  in  pleasant 
places.  Dear  old  Derg !  There  is  magic  in  the 
very  name.  As  the  years  roll  on,  faster  and  still 
faster,  the  feelings  of  gladness  and  jubilation 
which  fill  our  hearts  as  we  again  gaze  upon  this 
noble  sheet  of  water  become  tinged  with  a  vein  of 
sadness,  for  we  instinctively  look  onward  and  begin 
to  wonder  how  many  more  "  dappings"  there  will 
be  for  us,  and  how  many  more  times  we  shall  hear 
the  simple  but  hearty  Irish  greeting,  "  Tou're 
welcome  to  Lough  Derg."  These  are  the  first 
words  we  hear  when  we  once  more  meet  the 
kindly-hearted  country  folk  who  live  around  the 
lake,  and  this  is  no  empty  form,  but  is  really 
meant. 

A  word  here  anent  the  invariable  kindliness 
and  hospitality  of  the  country  people  in  Ireland. 
Those  cf  them  who  occupy  the  very  humblest 
position  are  generally  refined  and  well  bred,  and 
possess  a  nobility  of  character  that  is  hard  to  find 
in  any  other  nationality.    I  say  nationality  ad- 


visedly, for  the  Irish  are  a  distinct  race,  and  as 
unlike  the  average  Briton  as  were  the  Picts  and 
Scots.  During  the  many  years  I  have  visited 
Ireland  I  have  met  with  the  utmost  consideration 
and  generous  hospitality  from  all  classes  alike, 
and  in  evidence  of  this  I  can  only  say  that  year 
by  year  I  look  forward  more  and  more  eagerly  to 
my  visits,  which  I  hope  will  continue  as  long  as  I 
can  crawl. 

But  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  "  police- 
men's holiday  P "  Nothing  much,  perhaps,  but 
the  digression  will  serve  its  turn  if  it  should  help 
to  convince  some  unbeliever  that  there  is  much 
to  admire  and  love  in  the  Irish  character.  Only 
treat  them  well  and  politely,  respect  their  idio- 
syncrasies, and  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  they 
wiU  not  do  for  you,  and  no  limit  to  their  kindliness. 

Well,  we  met  at  Euston ;  we  dined  regally  in 
the  west  wing  of  the  hotel ;  we  drank  to  trout  and 
May  Flies  in  '89  Pol  Roger ;  we  entered  our  sleep- 
ing berths  at  peace  with  all  the  world ;  we 
smoked,  chatted,  dozed,  and  eventually  slept ; 
we  boarded  the  steamer  ;  suffered  from  mal-de- 
mer ;  recovered ;  drank  Irish  whisky ;  and,  finally, 
after  many  strange  and  weird  adventures,  arrived 
at  the  barracks.  Two  hundred  yards  from  our 
goal,  we  yelled  the  old  dapping  war  cry,  and  sure 
enough  the  reply  came  plainly  through  the 
"  startled  air "  from  the  lungs  of  the  expectant 
James.  He,  beaming  with  delight,  greeted  us  in 
the  heartiest  manner,  but  at  once  put  a  damper 
on  GUI'  enthusiasm  by  telling  us  in  mournful 
tones  that  the  fly  was  not  up,  and  there  were  no 
signs  of  it.  No  matter ;  we  would  pike  fish.  Had 
not  some  other  "  policeman  "  captured  an  Irish 
pike  of  531b.  ?  Was  it  not  recorded  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  !  We  forthwith  unpacked  our 
belongings,  and  showed  the  admiring  James  our 
assortment  of  spoons,  kill  devils,  traces,  &c. 
James  laughed  at  our  baits,  and  said  they  were 
all  much  too  small ;  whereupon  we  wired  im- 
mediately to  Farlow  to  send  us  spoons  as  big  as 
soup  ladles,  and  traces  that  would  hold  a  tarpon ! 
This  he  eventually  did,  and  such  a  collection  of 
gigantic  baits  were  never  seen  before  or  since. 
(The  spoons  came  in  handy  afterwards  as  water- 
troughs  for  the  dog.)  The  end  of  it  all  can  be 
told  in  few  words,  and  it  is,  indeed,  a  dull  and 
dismal  story.  We  pike  fished  for  about  a  week ; 
but,  alas !  the  big  'uns  were  either  asleep  or  doing 
Banting,  for  "  the  divil  a  pull  of  a  big  pike  did  we 

§et,"  and  nothing  over  101b.  graced  our  bag. 
till,  we  had  some  fun,  and  possessed  our  souls  in 
patience. 

After  many  days  we  heard  the  fly  was  really  "  up  " 
in  a  little  bay  about  six  miles  up  the  lake.  To 
this  choice  spot  next  morning  we  sailed  away,  and 
found  the  gulls  swooping  down  upon  the  flies  as 
they  rose  in  the  shallow,  sandy  part  of  the  upper 
end  of  the  bay.  We  soon  picked  a  basketful,  and 
started  our  first  drift.  Hour  after  hour  we  fished, 
until  we  were  nearly  blind  looking  at  our  "  dap  " 
in  the  dazzling  sunlight.  Not  a  fish  up  !  Not  a 
rise  to  be  seen  !    And  so  it  continued  for  days. 

We  tried  everything.  We  left  our  boat  in  the 
bay,  and  hired  a  car  each  morning  to  get  quickly 
to  the  sacred  spot ;  we  dapped  early,  we  dapped 
late ;  we  tried  the  artificial  fly  casting ;  we 
exhausted  our  energies  and  our  patience ;  and  all 
to  no  purpose.  We  fished  that  bay  for  a  week, 
and  never  rose  a  fish.  Then  even  my  stock  of 
perseverance  came  to  an  end,  and  I  took  to  bad 
language  and  photography. 

The  policemen,  hitherto  so  amiable,  began  to 
talk  at  the  Inspector ;  the  Inspector  talked  back 
to  the  policemen.  One  day  the  "  hump  "  was 
very  apparent  on  the  Inspector's  shoulder,  and  he 
walked  the  poor  policemen  so  fast  up  the  hill 
from  the  lake  to  the  barracks  that  the  Sergeant 
asked  permission  to  go  off  duty.  This  state  of 
things,  however,  came  to  a  sudden  end.  The  fly 
began  to  rise  in  our  own  bay,  and  the 
fish  came  up  too.  All  was  once  more  couleur 
de  rose,  and  from  this  moment  we  had 
fairly  good  sport  until  we  had  to  leave. 
We  fished  in  couples.  I  had  Constable  No.  1  in 
my  boat  with  the  experienced  James  as  gillie. 
The  Sergeant  and  Constable  No.  2  were  in  another 
boat,  and  James  the  second — i.e.,  the  son  of  our 
J ames — was  their  gillie.  Luck  is  a  fickle  jade,  and 
played  us  some  strange  tricks,  but  the  capture  of 
the  8-pounder  is  worth  recording. 

I  had  been  sermonising — that  is  to  say,  repeating 
the  commination  service — when  James  suggested 
a  change  of  locale.    "Let  us  try  the  old  bottle 


July  28,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


83 


Tea  Sional  on  the  Big  Rock. 


"  James,"  Boatman  on  Lough  Debg. 


The  Seegeant  and  Second  Constable  with  "  YouNe  James.' 


Gillies  at  Tea. 


See  "  The  Pplioemen'B  Holiday,"  page  82. 
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reef,"  said  James  ;  "  if  there  is  a  '  buddoch  '  any- 
where in  the  lake  it  is  there."  We  hoisted  our 
little  sail  and  away  we  went  to  the  "  old  bottle  " 
for  all  we  were  worth.  As  we  started  the  drift, 
after  carefully  putting  up  a  tempting  dap,  I  began 
yarning  to  James  of  the  big  fish  we  had  taken  in 
days  of  yore  at  this  same  old  reef,  and,  waxing 
eloquent  over  former  triumphs,  I  lazily  watched 
my  flies  as  they  danced  merrily  on  the  troubled 
surface  of  the  water.  The  day  was  intensely  hot, 
but  a  fresh  wind  was  blowing,  and  the  little  boat 
rose  and  fell  upon  the  big,  soft  swells  until  I  began 
to  feel  quite  sleepy.  Suddenly  I  became  alert 
and  vigilant,  for  the  water  became  broken  close 
to  my  flies,  and  with  a  slow  head  and  tail  rise, 
showing  his  whole  length,  a  big  trout  sucked  in 
the  tempting  morsel  and  majestically  sailed 
away.  Had  he  got  the  flies  or  only  bulged  at 
them  ?  With  my  heart  in  my  mouth  I  raised 
the  point  of  my  rod,  and.  oh !  the  delicious 
response !  Away  went  the  fish,  no  longer 
slowly,  but  as  he  felt  the  steel  he  gave 
a  rush  that  made  the  reel  scream  again  and 
ran  off  quite  80yds.  of  line.  "  In  him,"  I  yelled, 
and  then  sat  down  soberly  to  kill  my  fish.  Many 
times  I  fancied  he  was  gone,  as  a  rapid  in-rush 
slackened  my  line  in  spite  of  all  I  could  do. 
Half  an  hour  passed,  and  then,  when  nearly  done, 
the  fish  commenced  that  jagging,  tugging  move- 
ment which  so  often  ends  fatally.  However, 
J ames  was  ready  with  the  landing  net,  and,  as  the 
trout  rolled  in  gasping  towards  his  doom,  James 
deftly  slipped  the  encircling  meshes  around  the 
shapely  shoulders,  and  the  big  fish  was  mine ! 
Gingerly  I  whacked  the  beauty  on  the  head  with 
the  "  priest."  Gingerly,  I  say,  because  the  corpse 
was  destined  for  Dublin,  there  to  be  set  up  by  the 
eminent  taxidermist  (Williams,  of  Dame  Street) 
and  eventually  to  keep  company  with  many  other 
specimens  in  my  museum  at  home.  Constable 
No.  1  went  into  fits  of  admiration  over  the 
beauties  of  this  fish,  as  well  he  might,  for  the 
colouring  was  superb,  and  the  condition  perfect 
for  a  gillaroo.  Next  day  the  Constable  landed  a 
5-pounder  himself,  and  was  so  greatly  elated  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  I  prevented  a  war  dance  in 
the  boat,  which  would  undoubtedly  have  ended  in 
a  ducking  for  us  all.  We  did  not,  of  course,  fish 
every  day,  or  anything  like  it.  Some  days  it  blew 
a  gale,  at  other  times  the  sun  came  out  hot  and 
bright,  and  not  a  breath  of  wind  to  temper  the 
fierce  rays.  On  one  of  these  aftei'noons  we  gave  a 
great  tea  party  to  all  the  dappers  in  our  part 
of  the  lake.  We  arranged  to  erect  an  imposing 
sign  somewhere  on  the  shore  that  could  be  seen 
from  any  reasonable  distance.  This  signal  was 
to  serve  two  purposes.  To  denote  the  situation, 
and  again  to  summon  the  guests  when  the  kettles 
were  boiling.  We  were  at  our  wits'  end  to  invent 
a  sufficiently  attractive  signal,  when  the  ready 
and  astute  James  devised  an  ingenious  plan.  We 
landed  close  to  the  big  rock  on  the  shore,  and 
unloaded  the  tea  equipage.  James  then  took  the 
mast  and  sail  out  of  the  boat,  and,  by  a  clever 
arrrangement  of  ropes,  &c.,  rigged  it  all  up  on  the 
summit  of  the  rock,  the  little  flag  at  the  peak 
flying  merrily  in  the  breeze.  We  then  stuffed  a 
suit  of  oilskins  with  long  grass,  &c.,  thus  making 
a  very  life-like  dummy,  put  an  old  "  sou'-wester  " 
on  the  top  of  the  figure,  and  thus  concocted  a  very 
presentable  scarecrow,  which  at  a  little  distance 
looked  remarkably  like  the  real  thing. 

Soon  we  noticed  that  om-  energy  was  to  be 
rewarded,  for  the  little  boats  began  to  appear 
from  the  different  fishing  grounds,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  converged  upon  the  big  rock.  How 
we  spoofed  the  guests  may  be  imagined,  as  they 
all  thought  the  dummy  on  the  rock  was  James 
himself  until  they  came  near  enough  to  detect 
the  imposture.  We  had  a  great  tea  drinking, 
aft«r  which  the  gillies  had  their  turn,  during 
which  I  obtained  an  excellent  snapshot  of  their 
ferocious  attack  upon  the  cake  and  bread  and 
butter.  I  also  got  a  good  photograph  of  the 
signal  on  the  big  rock. 

Fortune  varied,  but  our  boat  was  generally 
more  or  less  successful,  although  the  eport  was 
much  inferior  to  that  of  other  years.  From  the 
time  we  took  oui-  first  fish  on  the  fly  I  will  give  a 
list  of  the  number  taken,  with  weights,  &c.,  show- 
ing that  although  sport  was  generally  bad  we  had 
a  fair  share  of  it.  Many  boats  at  places  lower 
down  the  lake  were  worse  off  than  ourselves,  and 
the  universal  verdict  was  that  the  fish  were  not 
on  the  fly  properly  all  through.   In  spite  of  all 


this,  however,  I  shall  still  stick  to  my  old  love,  as, 
with  all  its  faults,  I  know  of  no  place  in  the  three 
kingdoms  where  one  can  get  fish  so  handsome, 
game,  and  of  so  good  an  average  as  in  dear  old 
Lough  Derg. 

List  of  Fish  Taken. 


May  Trout— lb. 

14  One,  2  

15  Three.  3,  2, 1   

17  Two,  3,  1   

18  Five,  3,  3,  2J.  2i,  2 

19  Three.  3J,  2,  2  ... 

20  Two,  4,  2  . 

21  Four,  4,  3,  2,  1 

23  Four,  6,  3,  3,  1   

24  Thirteen,  4J,  4,  3|,  3i,  3,  3, 

2J,  2,  2,  1,  1,  1  

25  Two,  3.  1   

26  Two,  2J,  1 

27  Fourteen,  3J,  3,  3,  2J,  2J,  2, 

2,  2.  IJ,  IJ,  1,  1.  1  . 

28  Sevjn.  8,  4,  2|,  2J,  2,  IJ.  1 

30  Two,  3,  1   

31  One,  2 
.June 

1  Sevan,  5,  4,  4,  3i,  3J,  3,  2 


Esmai'ks, 
Fly  just  up. 
Very  rough. 
Gale. 
Gale. 

Fly  well  up. 
Blown  off. 
Big  rise  of  fly. 
Hard  blow. 

Cloudy,  nice  breeze. 

Gale. 

Gale. 

Warm,  soft  day,  fish 

small. 
Lovely  fishing  braez ). 
Intense  heat. 
Fiat  calm. 


Fine  fishing  breeze, 
cloudy. 

Total— Seventy -two  trout,  1851b. 

QtJiLL  Gnat. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Punctually  on  the  stroke  of  half-past  eight  Mr.  J.  W. 
Z  lehnsdorf  took  the  chair  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  this 
society,  and  angling  news  were  at  once  asked  for  trom  the 
goodly  number  of  members  who  were  present.  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews  opened  the  ball,  as  far  as  sport  of  note  was  con- 
cerned, by  detailing  a  visit  he  had  paid  to  the  Uxbridge 
water  in  quest  of  some  of  the  big  roach,  samples  of  which 
have  already  graced  the  table  at  the  society's  gatherings. 
He  took  any  quantity  of  fish,  and  returned  all  but  a  leash 
weighing  over  lib.  each.  Then  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  told  of  a 
heavy  take  he  had  had  of  roach,  the  two  biggest  fish 
weighing  over  20oz.  each.  The  genial  chairman  amused 
the  company  by  narrating  his  many  and  varied  experiences 
at  St.  Ives.  The  river  there,  he  said,  was  terribly  weedy, 
and  he  lost  numbers  of  heavy  chub  through  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  extricating  them  from  the  masses  of  thick 
aquatic  greenery  which  was  largely  in  evidence.  Time 
after  time  he  hooked  3-ponnders,  only  to  lose  his  cast  or 
the  fly.  As  it  was,  he  scored  well  amongst  roach  and 
spent  a  delightful  day.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  has  always 
interesting  chit-chat  to  give.  He  fished  the  Kennet, 
which  he  tound  full  of  water  and  weeds.  Here  he  had  a 
nice  lot  of  roach  and  dace  and  the  ever  ubiquitous 
gudgeon.  On  the  Lambourne,  besides  hooking,  but  not 
bringing  to  earth,  some  of  Mrs.  Baxter's  choice  apple  and 
other  fruit  trees,  he  creeled  a  brace  of  good  trout  in 
splendid  condition.  Mr.  Cormac  H.  O'Dowd  tried  the 
Thames,  baiting  up  a  swim  for  bream.  The  latter  were 
not  on,  but  the  swimmers  were  in,  for  soon  after  he 
commenced  in  the  early  morn  hie  pitch  was  _  taken 
possession  of  by  sundry  bathers  attired  only  in  the 
garb  affected  by  "  the  first  man."  The  angler,  however, 
did  fairly  well  before  the  disturbance,  with  barbel 
(small),  chub,  and  perch.  Mr.  E.  Knowles  Foreman, 
just  home  from  a  prolonged  trip  to  the  land  o'  cakes, 
spoke  of  three  days'  trout  fishing  he  had  had  with  friend 
Galloway,  erstwhile  hon.  secretary  of  the  society,  on  Loch 
Leven.  On  the  first  two  outings  they  returned  without  a 
single  fish,  and  other  piscators  working  the  looh  were 
tarred  with  the  same  brush.  At  the  third  attempt  a  brace 
came  to  grief,  weighing  a  pound  each.  But  going  farther 
afield,  to  wit,  to  Loch  Laggan,  by  Kingussie,  the  merry 
anglers  had  rare  sport.  In  all  they  fished  six  days,  and 
the  average  take  on  each  occasion  was  ten  brace  of  good 
trout.  To  wind  up,  Mr.  Foreman  gave  his  little  son  a 
day's  perching  on  Loch  Leven.  The  twain,  using  fly  rods 
only,  accounted  for  over  100  fish,  weighing  751b.  To 
show  the  enormous  quantity  of  "  water  zebras,"  as  one 
able  writer  has  aptly  dubbed  the  perch,  there  must  be  in 
the  loch,  Mr.  Foreman  stated  that  it  was  no  uncommon 
thing  for  a  boat  to  catch — using  worms  as  bait — 400  fish  in 
a  day  !  Some  of  the  tiny  trout  must  have  a  bad  time  of  it 
in  Loch  Leven,  and  it  would  pay  the  proprietors  to  allow 
perch  fishing  gratis,  to  help  clear  out  some  of  the 
pugnacious  pisces.  Many  of  the  perch  taken  went  a  pound 
eacb.  A  last  word  anent  the  summer  dinner.  A  gratify- 
ing response  has  been  received  to  the  postcard  applicitions 
issued,  and  the  gathering  will  be  a  really  representative 
one.  Friends  of  members  attending  the  function  will  have 
the  opportunity  of  fishing  the  society's  waters  without  pay- 
ment, and,  seeing  that  the  vice-president,  Mr.  Horace 
Brown,  is  bound  to  be  in  the  best  of  form  and  spirits  on 
this  auspicious  occasion,  the  dinner  cannot  be  otherwise 
than  eminently  successful  and  enjoyable.  It  should  have 
been  stated  before  that  trout  are  showing  up  well  at 
Uxbridge.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Frank  Lincoln  had  a  brace  ; 
Mr.  Sheringham,  one  fish  ;  whilst  Capt.  Hayward  Pinch 
hooked  two,  and  unfortunately  lost  both.  The  Zulu 
accounted  for  most  fish.  Mr.  D.  M.  Humby  hooked  a 
nice  fish  also,  but  it  came  unstuck.  Dace  are  not  rising, 
and  chub  equally  refuse  to  take  either  buzzes,  bees,  or 
bumbles.  M.  G.  E.  de  0. 


Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals. — Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
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WOLVERHAMPTON  AND  DISTRICT 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  prizes  won  in  the  fifteenth  angling  competition  by 
the  members  of  the  above  club  on  the  18th  ult.  were  dis- 
tributed by  Mr.  R.  R.  Rhodes,  at  the  Vine  Hotel,  Stafford- 
street,  Wolverhampton,  the  headquarters  of  the  associa- 
tion, on  the  18th  inst. 

The  various  prizes  were  provided  by  the  liberality  of 
Sir  Alfrad  Hickman,  M.P.,  president  of  the  association, 
S.  Theodore  Mander,  Mayor  of  Wolverhampton,  Alder- 
man C.  T.  Mander,  patrons,  and  Messrs.  D.  Onions,  Jas. 
Woodward,  W.  Gilks,  and  T.  Summerfield. 

The  chairman,  in  handing  the  prizes  to  the  successful 
competitors,  complimented  Mr.  Georgo  Colman  on  again 
taking  first  prize,  this  making  the  fourth  time  in  succes- 
sion he  had  headed  the  list  of  prize  winners,  and  was  a 
record  of  which  any  angler  may  justly  be  proud. 

Mr.  Colmw,  in  thanking  the  chairman,  said  he  did  feel 
proud  of  his  succesj,  and  hoped  that  as  he  had  already 
been  fortunate  enough  to  win  the  cup  twice  in  sucoessien 
be  may  in  the  next  competition  again  be  successful,  when  it 
would  become  his  own  property. 

Mr.  Thos.  Cook,  vice-president,  in  proposing  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  those  gentlemen  who  had  so  kindly  contributed 
to  the  prize  fund,  wished  also  to  offer  the  thanks  of  the 
members  to  Mr.  Rhodes  for  his  kindness  in  presiding. 
The  club  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Rhodes  for  the  willingness 
he  always  showed  in  rendering  them  assistance,  not  only 
with  his  purse  by  giving  a  prize  on  several  occasions,  but 
by  devoting  bis  time  to  their  interests  and  giving  them 
the  benefit  of  his  professional  experience  whenever 
required.  As  a  good  aJl-round  sportsman,  he  was  always 
ready  to  help  a  fellow  sportsman.  He  would  also  take 
this  opportunity  of  congratulating  hi8_  fellow  members 
on  the  success  of  the  committee  in  having  extended  tbeir 
fishing  rights  by  securing,  at  considerable  outlay,  the 
whole  of  the  water  running  through  the  estate  of  the  late 
P  C.  Perry,  Esq.,  at  Dunston.  This  portion  of  the  river 
Penk  has  been  rigidly  preserved  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  consequently  abounds  in  pike,  chub,  roach,  perch, 
dace,  eels,  &c.,  of  large  size.  From  what  he  had  seen  of 
the  water,  both  by  personal  inspection,  and  the  handsome 
o  itches  made  by  different  members,  he  must  compliment 
them— the  premier  club  of  the  district— in  being  the 
fortunate  holders  of  one  of  the  best  stretches  of  water 
within  a  long  radius  from  Wolverhampton,  in  addition 
to  the  portion  of  the  Penk  and  Whiston  brook,  already 
rented. 

Mr.  Colman's  catch  (first  prize)  weighed  21b.  5Joz.  The 
various  prizes,  consisting  chiefly  of  anglers'  requisites, 
were  supplied  by  Mr.  M.  Barnes,  of  Lincoln. 

Winners  of  Prizes. 

1.  G.  Colman,  challenge  cup  (value  £10),  gold  medil, 
two  bottles  whiskey;  2.  R.  Low,  silver  medal,  rod  and 
case,  and  tackle  book ;  3.  R.  Shaw,  silver  plated  butter 
knife,  jim  spoon,  and  sardine  fork;  4.  H.  Lane,  large 
check  reel ;  5.  W.  HoUoway,  rod  and  case ;  6.  Jno. 
Williams,  cream  ladle,  sugar  tongs,  and  lemon  saw  ;  7.  B. 
Rheid,  large  "  sit  down  "  basket  and  strap  ;  8.  A.  Butcher, 
rod;  9.  J.  Fellows,  rod;  10.  A.  E.  Lane,  reel;  11.  T. 
Cooke,  reel ;  12.  A.  Stringer,  reel ;  13.  W.  E.  Reynolds, 
reel;  14.  W.  0.v€n,  bottle  of  whiskey  ;  15.  H.  Hawkins, 
100yds.  silk  roich  line.  Thos.  Cook. 


ILLEGAL  FISHING  FOR  TROUT  AT 
WINCHESTER. 

Bejobe  the  county  magistrates  at  Winchester  on  Satur- 
day William  Butcher,  a  young  man,  the  son  of  a  local  fish- 
monger, was  summoned  by  William  Cousins,  water-keeper, 
for  attempting  to  take  trout  by  using  a  rod  and  line  in  the 
eld  canal  near  Winchester,  wherein  E.  Williamson,  Esq., 
has  the  private  right  of  fishing.  The  defendant  pleaded 
guilty,  but  stated  he  was  in  ignorance  that  Mr.  William- 
son had  private  rights  over  this  part  of  the  canal.  Mr.  C. 
Lamport  (of  Southampton),  who  appeared  for  the  prose- 
cution. Slid  this  was  one  of  a  class  of  oases  similar  to  those 
he  had  to  bring  before  the  Bench  last  year.  The  only 
desire  of  Mr.  Williamson  was  to  protect  his  private 
property,  and  he  was  sure  the  court  would  assist  him  in 
letting  it  be  known  it  was  a  somewhat  serious  offence  to 
fish  in  private  property.  The  defendant  having  pleaded 
guilty,  he  was  instructed  by  Mr.  Williamson  (who  was  in 
court)  not  to  make  the  observations  he  should  otherwise 
have  done — under  other  circumstances  he  should  have  put 
the  matter  much  stronger.  After  the  summons  was 
served  the  defendant  went  to  the  head-keeper  and 
admitted  he  was  there,  stating  practically  what  he  had 
now  said.  The  Bench  having  intimated  they  should  like  to 
hear  shortly  the  facts,  the  keeper  Cousins  commenced  to 
state  that  "on  the  14th  inst.,"  when  Mr.  Lamport  said 
the  witness  in  the  case  would  be  another  keeper,  who  was 
in  attendance  if  the  Bench  wished  to  hear  him— the  shore 
facts  were  that  prisoner  was  found  fishing  on  Saturday. 
The  Bench  did  not  require  the  witness  to  ba  called,  and  the 
defendant  then  further  said  he  had  no  wish  to  trespass  on 
Mr.  Williamson's  rights  ;  he  was  totally  ignorant  he  was 
fisting  in  his  rights.  Where  he  was  was  just  below  the 
first  lock  under  Twyford  Down,  he  did  not  know  but  what 
he  had  a  right  to  fish  close  up  to  the  keeper's  house— he 
knew  thit  below  the  keeper's  house  was  private,  but  this 
was  just  where  the  old  saw  mill  stood,  before  getting  to 
the  railway  arch.  He  was  just  throwing  for  a  rising  fish 
when  the  keeper  came  up  and  told  him  it  was  private,  and 
he  went  away  at  once.  He  had  uo  wish  to  trespass  again 
on  Mr.  Williamson's  rights.  The  chairman  said  that 
under  the  circumstances  the  Bench  would  let  the  defen- 
dant off  on  his  paying  the  costs,  89. ;  but  he  must  under- 
stand that  if  he  came  before  them  again  on  a  similar 
matter  they  should  inflict  a  heavy  penalty.  The  private 
property  of  Mr.  Williamscn,  the  same  as  anyone  else, 
must  be  protected.  H. 


July  28.  1900 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  OUSE  AT 
HUNTINGDON. 
Nearly  six  miles  of  the  main  river,  and  about  the  same 
length  of  back  waters  have  been  secured  for  our  members. 
The  Btretch  extends  from  a  few  hundred  yards  above  the 
G  N  R.  bridge  at  Huntingdon  down  to  Houghton  Mill, 
and  includes  the  famous  Brampton  and  Houghton  Whale. 
_  To  anglers  who  do  not  know  the  waters  the  following 
information  might  be  useful :  Fare  (by  privilege  ticket) 
from  King  s  Cross  to  Huntingdon  Station,  68.  2d.  You 
•  are  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  some  of  the  best  swims 
in  the  nver.   Accommodation  is  easily  found  to  suit  all 
pockets. 

The  waters  contain  rudd,  second  to  none  in  the  kingdom  • 
3-pounders  are  often  taken.  Besides  these  there  are 
unlimited  numbers  of  large  pike,  perch,  bream,  chub,  and 
roach.  Boats  are  to  be  hired,  and  night  fishing  with  rod 
and  hne  is  not  prohibited. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  anglers  holding  a  Central 
Association  privilege  ticket  cannot  enjoy  the  privilege 
ot  fashing  in  these  waters.  I  might  point  out  to  them  that 
we  will  accept  their  ticket  and  Is.  and  give  them  our  ticket 
m  exchange.  This  transfer  will  have  to  be  transacted 
through  their  olub  secretary. 

Honorary  bailiffs  are  asked  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  water  bailiffs  of  the  Huntingdon  Association— Messrs. 
J.  Ray,  Ferrars-road,  Huntingdon,  and  T.  Stocker,  Bell 
inn,  Brampton— and  not  to  interfere  with  anglers  holding 
the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association  ticket. 

R.  G.  WOORUFF. 


male  lion  is  avenging  the  death  of  its  mate.  On  the  right 
a  combat  between  a  lion  and  tiger  is  depicted,  and  in  the 
centre  a  camel  attacked  by  tigers  forms  a  prominent 
feature. 

Tableau  three  is  a  reproduction  of  an  Arctic  civern 
viewed  from  the  inside,  with  a  wreck  of  an  exploring  vessel, 
loebound,  in  the  entrance.  The  effect,  of  the  Arctic  glow, 
which  never  exceeds  that  depicted,  is  actually  realistic, 
and  it  is  copied  from  a  sketch  made  on  the  spot  by  W.  W. 
May,  Esq.,  in  1866.  Polar  bears  and  seals  are  the  animals 
mcluded. 

Tableau  four,  a  mountain  forest  in  British  South  Africa. 
The  eland,  qnagga,  and  antelopes  have  come  down  for 
their  evening  drink,  and  are  surprised  by  a  number  of 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS 
EXCURSION. 
The  annual  excursion  of  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brethers,  London  and  North  British  Works,  Alnwick,  was 
lield  last  Saturday,  Tynemouth  being  the  place  visited 
this  year.  The  day  was  beautifully  fine.  Leaving  Alnwick 
shortly  after  8  a.m.,  Tynemouth  was  reached  shortly  after 
ten,  where  the  various  places  of  interest  were  visited.  At 
mid-day  the  party  repaired  to  the  Palace  Restiurant, 
where  a  substantial  repast  was  partaken  of.  Mr  A 
McCutcheon  occupied  the  chair.  After  all  were  thoroughly 
satisfied  Mr  W.  Diagley  moved  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  for  the  handsome 
manner  in  which  they  had  again  subscribed  to  the  trip. 
1  his  was  carried  with  acclamation.  During  the  afternoon 
sports  and  dancing  were  indulged  in.  When  these  were 
over  most  of  the  party  wended  their  way  to  Newcastle, 
and,  after  a  stroll  round,  left  by  the  last  train,  and  reached 
Alnwick  shortly  after  11  p.m.,  everyone  having  enjoyed 
themselves  thoroughly.  The  committee  who  carried  out 
the  arrangements  being  Messrs.  A.  Broadlsy,  W.  Dingley, 
7t  C!^'?Ptell,  W.  Sergeant,  and  W.  Craik,  with  A 
MoOutcheon  as  secretary.  A.  McCutcheon 


Tableau  five,  in  the  higher  Alps  (Switzerland).  A  herd 
of  chamois  are  startled  by  the  caoture  of  one  of  their 
number  by  eagles. 

Tableau  six  ia  a  splendid  reproduction  of  a  Highland  moor 
with  a  stream  flowing  down  to  the  home  of  the  otters. 
Some  fine  specimens  of  Scottish  stags  are  included  in  this 
scene,  and  one  of  their  number  is  being  attacked  by  wolves 
in  the  near  foreground. 

A  scene  in  the  Canadian  Mountains  forms  the  subject  of 
tableau  seven.  The  animals  are  red  deer,  Canadian  deer, 
and  fallow  deer. 

Tableau  eight  is  a  capital  reproduction  of  a  southern 
Siberian  forest  with  a  number  of  bears  and  seagers  (the 
latter  very  rare  animals  indeed)  in  the  foreground. 
_  The  last  of  the  present  series  of  tableaux  (number  nine) 
IS  an  accurate  reproduction  of  a  forest  in  the  Ardennes. 
In  the  middle  distance  are  a  number  of  boars  and  young. 
In  the  immediate  foreground  two  large  boars  are  bsing 
hunted  by  boar  hounds. 

The  miscellaneous  exhibits,  numbering  upwards  of  2000 
staged  alongside  the  tableau,  include  a  striking  grDup  of 
two  boar  hounds  killing  a  wolf  (in  tableau  six).  Two 
Bengal  tigers  (in  the  gallery  facing  Russell's  studio). 
Two  cases  of  very  fine  Indian  birds  (same  gallery).  A 
boa  constrictor  killing  two  ant-eaters  (in  tableau  tivo).  A 
Canadian  deer  attacked  by  two  pumas  (tableau  one). 


KENNET  TROUT. 
The  last  of  the  very  large  Kennet  trout,  that  weighed 
mib.,  was  the  fish  that  was  "fed"  under  Newbury 
Bridge  in  the  daytime,  and  spent  his  nights  in  the  deep 
water  of  the  Townmill  Tail.  This  splendid  fish  bad 
during  Its  later  growth  been  hooked  by  more  than  one 
angler  but  broke  away,  until  at  length  the  fish  had  no 
need  to  seek  food  other  than  that  provided  so  kindly  bv 
admiring  neighbonrs.  Perhaps  for  the  table  a  Kennet 
trout  18  at  its  best  about  41b.  weight.  Several  fish  a  bit  over 
41b.  have  this  season  been  taken  in  the  Greenham  Mills 
water;  and  m  the  little  Dogkennell  stream,  on  Squire 
Baxendale  s  Greenham  Lodge  Estate,  a  gentleman  resi- 
dent m  Wash  Common,  Newbury,  caught  in  the  May  Fly 
time  ten  brace  of  good-sized  Kennet  trout  in  one  and  a 
halt  hours.  The  crayfish  have  increased  a  bit  below  the 
Mnngerford  trout  preserves ;  and  just  above  the  town, 
but  on  the  Wiltshire  side  of  the  Kennet,  some  fine  fish 
were  bagged.  Fish  are  curious  in  their  likings.  A  lOilb 
trout  was  tempted  to  its  death  by  accepting  a  bit  of  potato 
—floating  dowTo stream— just  above  Newbury  Bridge.  The 
iiuborne  and  Hamstead  Marshall  fish  preserves  are  Ukelv 

M  T^iT^"""  OA^'*^  I™'?*-  Craven, 

a..D  U..,  killed  a  20-pounder  hereabouts,  besides  other  hia 
trout.  W.  F 


THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE. 
rlvJ"  new  N3t„j.^l  gjg.  South-East 
Gallery  of  the  Crystal  Palace  have  been  designed  with  a 
view  ot  presenting  specimens  of  animals,  birds,  &c.,  to 
the  general  public  in  a  popular  form.  The  various  groups 
if-'  WT,  possible,  arranged  amidst  surroundings  to 
which  they  are  indigenous.  The  idea  is  difiicult  of  Sbso- 
lutoly  accurate  attainment,  but  it  is  hoped  that  sufficient 
v,Tn«.  n  <=°"s'derably  enhance  the  educational 

f    f  ooUection,  which,  while  being  drawn  to  a 

nntf  ,1  ^r"^  Wurtemberg  specimens, 

now  also  includes  many  new  ones. 

AiZ^f-  ^'^Y^  produced  under  the  personal 

O^^tT-  "^^^^  E^S^"-  S.  Shrnbsole,  and 

the  scemc  effects  are  the  work  of  Mr.  John  England. 

of  Nn^°r4°^  first  tableau  is  in  the  Rooky  Mountains 
th«f„r^\  ^^""^'^"i"^'''^^  ^'^e  snow-clad  heights  in 
the  tar  distance  and  a  characteristic  forest  of  pines  in  the 

a  f,""'-.,         ^"'""^I^  '°       foreground  include 

Jtflv  /f.^*'?^'  ^  ^^^^  attacked  by  lynx,  a  ram 

ttridrrd't^eiitry.'^^"-  ^^'^"^edVW.  and 

N^,^">^  /r^'*  '"^  '•^''^ty  of  I^ake  Victoria 
S«  *U    ^i^®  over  the  desert  in  the  dis- 

foreground  a  native  hunter  has  gpeared  a  lioness,  and  the 


AUGUST  BANK  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS, 1900. 
The  Great  Eistern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Thursday,  Aug.  2,  to  Newmarket, 
i  /'  ^unstantoD,  Dereham,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Lowes- 
toft, Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Ljnn,  Norwich,  Yarmouth 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  &c.  On  Friday,  Aug.  3  to 
Darhngton,  Durham,  Newcastle,  Elinburgh,  Glasgow 
&c.,  and  on  Saturday,  Aug.  4,  to  Lincoln,  Edwinstone 
i  ,j  ,.^^^^"*^)>  Chesterfield,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Hudders- 
held,  Manchester,  York,  Leeds,  Scirboro",  Bradford, 
Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  &o.  A  special  booking 
otface  wiU  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  station  from 
July  30  to  Aug.  4,  for  the  issue  of  ordinary  tickets,  and  of 
tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  tickets  to  the  seaside,  and  the  Broads  district 
ot  N orf oik  and  Suffolk,  for  use  on  forward  dates.  Tickets 
can  also  be  obtained  at  the  Company's  West  End  offices, 
61,  New  Oxford-street,  215,  Edgware-roid,  2,  Cockspur- 
street.  120,  Brompton-road,  and  at  their  other  City  and 
West  End  offices. 

Relieving  trains  will  be  run  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
to  Southend-on-Sea,  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich 
Norwich,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &o.,  and  on 
Saturday  additional  fast  trains  for  Yarmouth  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  9  50,  10  5,  and  3  10  p.m. 
io9°  .^ft°rj3ay  a  supper  train  leaves  Liverpool-street  at 
12  3  night  for  Chelmsford,  Colchester  and  Clacton.  For 
the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at  business  until 
late  in  the  evening,  on  Saturday  a  special  midnight  train 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.25  a.m.  for  Norwich 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  On  Bank  Holiday  excur- 
sion trains  wiU  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and 
Fenohurch-street,i;iaShenfield,to  Southend-on-Sea;  also 
to  Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich  ;  from  Liverpool-street 
Mid  bt  Pancras  to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  Ely,  and 
Yarmouth;  and  from  St.  Pancrae  to  Cromer  and 
Mundesley-on-Sea.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Jiippmg  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A  special 
service  of  trains  will  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  Ching- 
tord,  Longhton,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House-  from 
Fenohurch-street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton ;  and  from 
Gospel  Oak  to  Chingford.  For  the  accommodation  of 
business  people  wishing  to  return  to  London  early  Tuesday 
morning,  special  fast  trains  will  run  from  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft,  Halesworth,  Ipswich,  &o.,  due  at  Liverpool- 
street  at  8  25  a.m. ;  also  from  Felixstowe,  Ipswich,  &o 
due  at  Liverpool-street  at  9.41  a.m. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56. 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 
12,754.    George  Edward  Hermon,  Dartmouth-street, 
Westminster,  London.   An  improved  winch 
fitting  for  fishing  rods. 
6,676.    Fishing.    Patentees :  Messrs.  J.  Y.  Payton 
and  H.  J.  Hall,  both  of  Arkansas,  U.S. 
America.    Relates  to  a  combination  of  hooks, 
which  automatically  strikes  and  secures  fish 
taking  the  bait.  The  bait  hooks  are  formed  at 
the_  ends  of  a  spring  pivoted  to  a  second 
spring,  on  the  ends  of  which  the  striking 
hooks  are  fashioned.    The  symmetrical  halves 
are  secured  together  by  a  loop.  The  apparatus 
is  set  by  pulling  apart  the  loops  until  the  bait 
hooks  abut  on  a  metal  projection. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AlfD  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Eton).-Dr.  Cahill,  fishing  here  last  week 
with  Jimes  Bunce,  creeled  751b.  of  barbel,  best  fish  Sib 
aU  returned  with  the  exception  of  two,  which  are  bnng 
set  up  The  Countess  of  Wilton  took,  in  two  hours  on 
the  l/th,  seventeen  birbel,  best  fish  6lb.  ;  and  in  the  same 
time  on  the  18th.  fifteen,  best  fish  51b.  ;  on  the  19th 
thirty-seven,  best  fish  61b. ;  on  the  20Dh,  forty-three,  best 
fash  bib. ;  all  fash  returned.  The  water  is  still  very  bright 
and  a  good  downpour  is  much  wanted,  and  would  be  much 
appreciated  by  other  than  those  who  wield  the  rod  — 
Cecil  Howlett. 

—  (Henley).— The  water  is  low,  very  clear,  with 
little  stream  running.  A  good  rain  is  wanted  before  the 
river  will  be  in  anything  like  condition.  Sport  is  slow  -  a 
few  perch  and  chub  have  been  taken  ;  the  best  I  know' of 
was  a  1/  lb.  bag  of  perch,  three  of  which  weighed  over  lib 
taken  by  Dr.  Girton,  fishing  with  Bob  Young  on  the 
20th  inst.  There  are  few  viritors  in  Henley  for  the  time 
ot  the  year. — Stanley  Mead. 

.— (Tedding-fcon).— Mr.  T.  E.  DunviUe  has  taken 
with  me  twenty  oarbsl,  lot  of  dace  and  roach  returned- 
iVIr.  Burt,  six  barbel,  eight  dozen  dace;  Mr.  Jeffries' 
nineteen  barbel,  all  returned;  Mr.  Allingham,  eight 
dozen  dace.— W.  McBride. 

Ancliolme  District.— Sport  on  Ancholme  continues 
exceUent.  Bream  are  well  on  the  feed.  The  best  take 
was  made  by  Mr.  Clareborough  on  Saturday,  who  had 
no  less  than  4at.  near  Emmerson's  House.  Other  good 
catches  were  made  by  Messrs.  Palethorpe  and  J.  Smith,  of 
f  ^^'i",*)*®,  ^^'■'y  mornings.  Messrs.  Bailey  and  Dent, 
ot  bhefteld,  had  above  Ist. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Wheelhouse  of 
Dirnall,  211b.  of  bream.  Mr.  Straw,  of  Brigg  got  up  a 
match  for  Saturday  last.  Twenty-five  fished.  The  best 
takes  were:  G.  Longbottom,  71b.  15 oz  ;  G.  Longstaff 
blb^lloz. ;  J.Boston,  51b.  83z.  ;  and  J.  W.  Neal,  lib  ooz 
—Thomas  Fokd  (Caistor). 

Botcisham  i^ocks  (Waterbeach).— Locals  and 
visitors  are  having  good  summer  takes  with  roach 
morning  and  evening.  Midday  quiet,  but  the  gudgeon 
give  sport  then.  Average  daily  takes,  101b.  roach.  Pike 
several  6Ib.  each,  plenty  3 Jib.,  in  roach  swims.  These 
swims  are  now  clean  and  good,  but  for  best  prepared 
ones  without  any  ground-bait,  anglers,  to  be  right,  better 
ask  Beasly  lock-keeper,  who  will  also  supply  fresh-boiled 
wheat  twic?_a  day.  Free  water  ten  minutes  from  G.E  R. 
station.  Time  of  writing  water  in  good  condition  but 
warm.  Bank  angling  clean.  Gentles  are  useful  for  bait 
—John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Darentli  (Parningaam,  South  Darenth.  &o.). 
—I  was  on  the  water  for  an  hour  this  eveniog,  bu":  did  not 
ti8h._  Conditions,  indeed,  were  not  enosuraging,  the 
tropical  weather  being  nearly  as  bad  as  in  town  and 
the  water  very  much  reduced  in  volume,  lower  in  fact  than 
I  have  yet  seen  it  this  year.  To  add  to  this,  the  up  trains 
were  out  of  order,  as,  indeed,  they  generally  are.  Oae 
evening  lately,  in  returning,  as  my  train  seemed  a  myth,  I 
got  into  the  boat  express  (which  had  stopped  for  water) 
and  a.  passenger  told  me  it  had  already  hid  three  sepxrate 
cosines ;  so  common  are  breakdowns  on  the  L.C.  and  D. 
All  things  considered,  I  advise  anglers  not  to  go  into 
K  nt  unless  they  are  provided  with  unlimited  patience 
Large  shoals  of  roach  are  visible,  but  very  few  trout,  and' 
these  seldom  rise.    Prospects  bad.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Weather  this  week 
too  hot  for  any  day  fishing,  but  the  local  rods  have  been 
getting  a  few  fish  in  the  evenings.  Mr.  G.  G.  Green  has 
had  some  nice  trout,  several  being  |-pounder8  On 
Tuesday  evening  he  killed  eight,  Mr.  E.  Distin  getting  a 
couple  of  brace.  Oa  Thursday  the  latter  killed  nine  • 
landed  a  couple  of  peal  and  three  trout  on  Monday! 
Messrs.  M.  Revell  and  AckreU  had  two  peal  each  one 
evening,  whilst  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin,  in  addition  to  a  nice 
dish  of  trout,  has  creeled  a  couple  of  peal.  Trout  lie 
under  the  bushes  and  are  taking  to  the  Black  Fly,  the 
Black  Gnat  and  Silver  Horn  being  also  useful.  On 
the  moorland  waters  average  sport  is  being  obtained, 
ihe  Home  Secretary  has  written  to  the  Fishery  Board 
that  the  poUntion  from  the  prison  on  Dartmoor  will  soon 
be  at  an  end,  the  new  system  of  drainage  nearing  comple- 
tion. The  board  have  thus  been  considering  in  private 
several  important  matters  in  connection  with  the  river  It 
18  understood  th  It  the  views  of  Mr.  Fryer,  H.M.  Inspector 
nave  been  communicated  to  the  board.  Near  Buckfast- 
leigh  Dr.  Norman  has  creeled  eighteen  pound  salmon  and 
eighteen  peal  and  truff.  On  Siturday,  at  Dartmeet  Mr. 
Strnben  landed  SJlb.  salmon,  and  Mr.  Martin  9-pounder. 
On  West  Dart  fair  catches  peal,  truff,  and  trout.  Moor- 
land  waters  this  week,  Mr.  J.  Holman  and  Dr.  Pollard 
successful  on  lower  water.  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  caught 
tour  brace  weighing  over  31b.  Last  week  had  several 
J-pounders. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— This  river  is  only  supplying  moderate 
sport  at  present,  owing  to  the  water  again  falling  low,  and 
anglers  who  have  plied  the  rod  have  generally  met  with 
unremunerative  results.  Some  fine,  clean  run  fish  are  in 
the  tideway,  but  their  progress  to  the  higher  reaches  is 
retarded  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water  on  the  piss. 
Tne  salmon  craft  which  net  outside  the  harbour  are 
na^ng  some  capital  catches,  and  many  weighty  salmon  are 
included.  Sea  angling,  with  the  prevalence  of  favourable 
weather,  has  received  considerable  impetus,  and  visitors 
are  being  provided  with  grand  sport.  Many  score  of 
whiting  have  been  hooked  during  the  past  few  days.- J 
Jackson. 
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Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  stiU  tropicaUy 
not,  and  water  daily  growing  smaller  and  smaller.  The 
only  sport  procurible  in  the  trout  line  now  is  by  up-stream 
worming,  and  some  good  bags  have  been  made  by  several 
anglers  in  this  way.  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  had  a  decent  lot 
on  Wednesday,  some  of  the  fish  being  from  |Ib.  to  lib. 
each.  Some  good  bags  of  eels  have  been  Ecored  by  the 
coarse  fishermen,  Mr  D.  Jackman  taking  an  exceptionally 
fine  one  of  over  2ib.  recently.  Perch  fishing  has  not  been 
quite  so  good  during  past  few  days,  but  Messrs.  French, 
Kelley,  J  ones,  and  Roberts  have  killed  a  few  fair  ones  up 
to  |lb.  each.  Roach  fishing  not  yet  in  full  swing. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  Diatriot  (South  Linoa.  and  Camba.).— 

Angling  is  falling  ofi  a  good  deal  in  the  district  around 
Wisbech.  Roach  fishing  is  a  good  deal  hampered  by  the 
great  quantity  of  weeds  which  are  here,  there,  and  every- 
where. About  the  only  decent  takes  of  roach  have  fallen 
to  those  fishing  with  creed  wheat  in  ths  North  and  Lower 
Level  drains.  Those  who  have  turned  their  attention  to 
bream  have  done  well,  particalarly  those  who  have 
employed  worms  in  the  Middle  Level  drain  abaut  Outwell. 
Visitors  have  gone  away  well  loaded  with  these  fith. 
Subscribers  to  waters  on  the  Glen,  the  Welland,  and  the 
Forty-foot  complain  of  the  hot  weather. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Worth  Notts).— Sport  has  been 
tame  on  the  middle  portion  of  the  Idle.  Roach  and  dace 
have  baen  playful,  but  what  with  the  weeds  that  are 
floating,  and  with  the  hot  weather,  anglers  have  bsen  few 
and  far  between.  Some  have  done  fairly  well  about 
Bollam,  but  the  chief  visitors  have  been  drawn  to  the 
canal  at  different  points  of  Retford  and  Sbireoaks. 
Sweepstakes  have  been  fixed,  but  sport  in  them  was 
very  poor  on  Monday.  It  seems  poor  work  to  sacrifice 
an  afternoon  for  4:z.  or  5oz.  of  fish  to  get  the  first 
prize.  Expert  anglers  from  this  district  are  now  after 
the  barbel  about  Dunham,  Laneham,  and  Torksey,  &c. 
Two  subscribers  at  Kelham  secured  eleven  one  day,  the 
best  of  which  scaled  ejlb.  Chub  fishing  is  also  fairly 
good. — L. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries.  —  Not  many  anglers  have 
visited  the  L3a  lately,  owing  to  the  terrific  heat,  and 
thos9  rods  venturing  out  hava  accounted  for  few  fish. 
Roach  have  been  right  off  the  feed,  except  the  last  hour  or 
two  in  the  evening.  The  river  is  gio  clear,  and  very 
weedy.  In  the  weeds  any  number  of  roach  can  ba  seen. 
At  Tottenham  some  good  roach  and  bream  are  reported 
on  the  move,  but  no  noteworthy  b  iskets  are  reported  from 
that  district.  At  Rya  House,  roach  up  to  lib.  4dz.  have 
been  taken.  Perch  and  pike  fishing  opens  on  Thursday 
next,  and  the  former  fish  shoiil.d  hi  found  in  nice  order. 
The  tributary  Mimram  has  been  fishing  pretty  well  for 
trout.  In  one  upper  reach,  strictly  private,  over  twenty 
fish,  averaging  lib.  10 jz.,  have  bsen  caught  during  the 
last  few  weeks.  The  Oliva  Dun  has  hien  the  taking  fly. 
The  Stort  is  very  stagnant.  No  sport  is  reported  from 
the  Beane,  Rib,  or  Ash.  Heavy  rains  would  be  very 
welcome  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Ln^sr  and  Arrow  (I<eonilnster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  low,  and  are  in  want  of  a 
good  fall  of  rain  to  refresh  them.  The  weather  has 
been  excessively  hot,  and  angling  has  been  quite  useless 
during  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  the  oaly  sport  that 
has  been  had  has  been  in  the  evening  and  early  morning, 
when  some  very  fine  trout  have  been  landed.  Rain 
threatens  at  times  and  blows  over,  and  it  will  take  two 
days'  rain  to  alter  the  river.  Sport  has  been  had  with 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  Palmers,  July  Gaat,  Coachman,  and  Sky 
Blue.  With  minnow,  fishing  has  improved.  The  Pinsley 
is  clear  and  very  low. — Gwtnne. 

Lngrg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are_ clear  and  at  normal  summer  level.  Extremely 
hot  and  bright  days  mar  sport,  yet  mornings  and  evenings 
fish  have  begun  to  move  more  freely ;  beat  flies  may  be 
selected  from  following  according  to  weather;  they  are  all 
on  the  water  :  Yellow  Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Orange  Palmer, 
Slate  Blue,  Red  Ant,  Black  Palmer,  Sky  Blue,  and  Black 
Gnat  for  day  fishing,  and  for  evening,  Female  Yellow  Dun, 
Red  Spinner,  Dark  O  wl,  July  Gnat,  Cadis,  and  Coachman. 
Have  not  yet  seen  the  Late  Brown  or  August  Dun, 
although  it  is  now  due.  Minnow  fishing  should  now  be 
practised  to  take  the  old  cinnibal  trout,  whose  room  is 
preferable  to  their  company  in  any  well-preserved  stream. 
— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).- The  exercise  of  the  "  gentle 
art "  has  been  very  much  in  evidence  during  the  past  week, 
to  be  accounted  for  in  a  great  measure  by  the  exceptionally 
hot  wtather  attracting  our  anglers  to  the  refreshing 
retreats  on  the  banks  of  our  river,  and  not  without  good 
reeqjts,  for  sport  generally  appears  to  have  been 
particularly  satisfactory.  Fishing  parties  are  now  camp- 
ing out  at  Wansford  and  Castor,  and  they  are  enjoying 
capital  sport.  On  Monday  roach  were  well  on  the  feed, 
and  one  angler  succeeded  in  catching  more  than  he  could 
carry  away,  and  another  had  about  a  score  good  fish.  The 
best  bream  taken  this  season  has  been  secared  by  Mr. 
Barnes,  Peterborough,  this  week,  and  weighsd  over  41b. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— To-day  (July  25)  is 
the  sixth  of  a  series  of  similarly  tropical  ones,  and  there  is 
no  indication  of  any  immediate  change.  The  river  is  very 
low,  and  in  many  parte  slimy  and  weedy,  and  would  be 
greatly  benefited  by  a  good  freshet.  No  news  is  to  hand 
of  any  sea  trout  having  been  taken  since  last  report,  but 
there  are  undoubtedly  a  few  in  the  river.  Last  Friday 
(20ih)  three  brace  of  good  yellow  trout  were  taken  by  a 
rod  on  the  Rolle  Estate  water,  the  two  best  fish  being  IJlb. 
and  lib.  repectively.  These  were  caught  on  a  floating  Red 
Quill  (wingless),  between  6  and  8.30  p.m.  A  good  one  of 
l^lb.  also  fell  to  the  same  fly  yesterday  evening  on  the 
public  water  here.  Evening  fishing  is  the  only  profitable 
course  just  now.    During  the  day  the  river  is  quite 


deserted.  The  hotel  ticket  is  at  present  disengaged.— 
Heron. 

Ouse  (Huutingrdon).— The  weather  is  so  exceedingly 
hot  that  only  a  few  anglers  are  out  in  the  day  time,  and 
the  sport  they  meet  with  is  very  indifferent.  Bream  are 
feeding  a  little  ia  the  early  morning  and  evening,  and  the 
like  remark  applies  to  roach  and  rudd.  The  water,  how- 
ever, is  very  dead  and  clear,  and  a  heavy  rain  would  much 
improve  matters. — B. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Huuts).— Water  bright,  but  still  the 
persistent  angler  cm  find  some  nice  little  swims  between 
the  weeds,  which  yield  very  fair  sport.  The  process  of 
weed  cutting  is  being  prosecuted  almost  to  a  finish,  and 
prospects  all  round  will  be  better  then.  I  have  tench 
from  21b.  up  to  31b.  lOoz.,  roach  from  lib.  Icz  up  to 
lib.  4oz,,  and  chub  from  21b.  4.iz  up  to  41b.  weigbed-in 
We  have  also  acquired  some  fresh  private  fishing  water, 
strictly  reserved  to  the  members  and  ticket-holders  of  the 
St.  Ives  and  District  A,S  ,  and  should  give  an  impetus  to 
the  club's  membership.  I  have  received  the  names  of 
eighteen  of  the  N.A.P.S  .of  London,  as  members;  and 
the  London  members  of  our  society  have  a  prizs  value 
£5  53.  and  £l  Is.  respactively,  especially  guarded  to  them 
for  competition,  for  the  one  who  captures  the  best  six 
specimen  roach  during  the  season,  and  the  six  second  best. 
Roach  and  bream  seem  to  be  coming  on  the  feed  now,  and 
the  tench  are  like  the  rudd,  plentiful.  On  the  22nd  inst. 
nine  bream,  weighing  271b  ,  were  taken.  —  Edward 
Collinson. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Considering  the  clearness  of  the 
water  and  the  tropical  weather,  sport  here  has  been  very 
satisfactory.  Mr.  J.  Barnes,  of  Leicester,  fishing  either 
with  G.  Luff  or  his  brother,  has  in  the  course  of  about  a 
week  taken  18jt.  of  bream  up  to  3Jlb..  the  average  being 
about  21b.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobs 
were  out  with  6.  Luff,  and  got  a  nice  lot  of  bream,  several 
scaling  over  3!b.,  the  largest  being  3Jlb.  Mr.  Randall 
Boddy  and  Mr.  Gage,  on  the  same  days,  had  capital  sport 
with  chub,  the  largest  being  3|lb.  Local  anglers  have 
also  done  very  well,  and  I  hear  of  rudd  of  2^1b.  and  tench 
of  21b.  being  taken.  Fishing  alone  on  Friday,  Mr.  Barnes 
got  157  roach  in  four  and  a  half  hours,  the  largest  scaling 
IJlb.— Wm.  Nash. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  been  too  fine  for  fishing, 
and  although  it  has  been  so  warm  and  dry  the  rivers  are 
keeping  up  to  their  ordinary  level,  but  the  water  is  very 
clear.  We  want  some  rain  to  make  the  fish  sport. — 
William  Hearder. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
aech). — The  weather  continues  intensely  hot,  but  there 
has  been  no  repetition  of  last  week's  thunderstorms,  so 
that  all  the  farmers  in  this  neighbourhood  are  very  busily 
engaged  in  making  hay  whilst  the  sun  shines,  which  is  all 
day  and  every  day,  and  but  for  being  tempered  with  a 
gentle  breeze,  the  heat  would  be  altogether  unbearable, 
and  under  such  conditions  angling  during  the  greater  pare 
of  the  day  is  almost  impracticable  unless  in  very  sheltered 
parts  of  the  rivers,  and  beneath  the  overhanging  branches 
of  trees  over  deep  pools  in  the  streams,  and  in  such  places 
on  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  some  large  chub  are  taken 
by  dapping  with  natural  or  artificial  flies  and  other  kinds 
of  baits.  Many  anglers  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  wasps' 
nests  are  very  numerous  at  present  in  this  vicinity,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  scarcity  of  wasp  grubs  for  bait,  and  which 
in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  is  one  of  the  most  alluring, 
especially  for  coarse  fish.  In  these  two  rivers,  as  before, 
the  best  sport  is  still  to  be  obtained  amongst  the  coarser 
kinds  of  fish,  although,  excepting  ia  the  deep  pools,  the 
streams  are  getting  too  bright  and  clear  for  fishing,  unless 
with  the  fly.  The  beautiful  weather— so  exceptionally 
bright  and  clear  is  the  atmosphere  every  day  that  the  most 
distant  Welsh  mountains  are  most  clearly  perceived — 
makes  ample  amends  for  any  lack  of  sport  during  the 
days,  but  in  the  late  evenings  better  sport  is  enjoyed. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Qrove  Perry,  Kent).— The  annual  weed- 
cutting  has  been  in  full  swing  in  tha  upper  reaches  during 
the  past  week.  The  river  from  Fordwich  Bridge  to  the 
ferry  has  now  been  clear  d ;  the  fishing  has,  therefore, 
been  somewhat  disturbed,  and  fish  diflioult  to  locate.  On 
the  lower  portion  there  has  been  a  fair  attendance  of 
anglers,  and  in  several  instances  good  takes  have  been 
secured,  Mr._  W.  Hyland  having  several  good  bream, 
heaviest  fish  jast  over  51b.  I  again  advise  London  friends 
who  think  of  spending  the  holiday  in  this  part,  if  unable 
to  obtain  lodgings  at  the  small  villages  of  Grove  or 
Upstrcet,  to  try  Sturry,  where  they  will,  I  think,  find 
ample  accommodation. — W. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — Very  hot  has  been  the  weather  of  the  week. 
"  De-lightful  weather  !  "  remarks  my  Indian  friend.  To 
watch  the  running  stream  or  river  is,  no  doabt,  delight- 
ful, but  at  the  present  temperature  I  would  rather  be  at 
home.  As  I  have  before  remarked,  the  man  on  the  spot 
has  the  early  mornings  and  late  evenings  to  follow  the 
pastime  when  fish  are  feeding.  And  to  these  the  beat 
bags  are  accredited.  Rivers  are  on  the  bright  side,  and 
the  Ouse,  above  Barcombe  Mills,  has  not  afforded  good 
sport.  A  few  roach  have  been  taken  with  paste  or  wheat, 
but  nothing  heavy.  At  Hamsey,  Mr.  Doughty  has  taken 
good  bream  and  roach.  The  heaviest  bream  weighed 
4lb.  4oz.,  and  the  largest  roach  over  lib.  At  Lewes  some 
very  fine  dace  have  bean  taken  with  gentles  from  the 
tidal  water  now  that  the^tides  are  lower.  Angling  on  the 
A.dur  has  been  remunerative ;  the  best  bag  notified  was 
two  brace  of  carp  weighing  together  161b.,  taken  by  Mr. 
Sicklemore  on  bread-paste.  A  little  raw  white  starch  added 
to  bread-paste  whitens  and  gives  toughness  and  consistency. 
Try  it.  _  Bream  are  not  feeding  well  in  the  Cuckmere. 
Small  pike,  perch,  a  brace  of  12oz.  trout,  and  roach  of 
12oz.  have  been  taken  from  the  Rother ;  and  from 
Chichester  Canal  bream  of  lib.  14oz.,  a  perch  of  lib.  14oz., 
tench  of  lib.  lOoz.,  and  several  eels  of  over  21b.  Some 


I  bass  up  to  81b.  have  been  cinght  in  the  Arun  above 
Arundel  with  live  bait ;  several  smaller  fish  below.— 
George  P.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — Salmon  and  peal  are  very 
scarce,  only  b^ing  taken  in  the  net,  and  the  sewerage  of  the 
town  has  ruined  fishing.  The  bass  are  coming  up  in 
numbers  when  the  tide  is  high,  and  go  back  again.  Dace 
up  the  river  are  scarce  ;  trout  fishing  is  useless  ;  the  heat 
is  very  great;  only  few  at  Lynmouth  attempt  to  fieh, 
where  there  is  a  shade.  Cockles  are  very  plentiful  down 
the  river — not  the  usual  cookies,  but  it  is  supposed  they  are 
the  Welsh  sort,  and  are  raked  up  in  bushels.  Five  miles 
down  the  river  hundreds  of  people  are  daily  seen  after 
them.  Prawns  and  lobsters  are  also  plentiful. — Rusty 
Game. 

Tame  (Ludlo*).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  order  for  fishing,  but  is 
getting  very  low,  and  rain  is  wanted  to  refresh  it.  Rain 
has  been  had,  but  it  has  not  been  suflioient  to  interfere 
with  the  river.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot,  and 
angling  has  been  very  quiet  during  the  day,  scarcely  an 
angler  out  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  best  time  for 
fishing  has  been  in  the  early  morning  and  evening,  and 
there  has  been  a  good  few  rods  out  who  have  used  Sky 
Blue,  July  Gnat,  Cooh-y-Bondhu,  Black  and  Red  Palmers, 
Little  Blue  with  moths,  and  White-winged  Coachman. 
The  minnow  has  been  used  in  the  morning  and  evening 
with  success,  and  some  large  trout  have  been  taken. 
Bottom  fishing  has  been  good  in  the  deep  water,  and  trout, 
^Ib.  and  |lb.,  landed.  On  Monday,  a  good  dish  of  fish 
were  landed  with  the  July  Gnat  and  Sky  Blue.  With 
Coch-y-Bondhu  and  Spinners  on  Tuesday  evening,  some 
fine  fish  were  landed.  On  Wednesday  morning,  four 
'rout,  fib.  each,  were  landed  with  minnow.  The  Ony, 
Gorve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  fishing 
order,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  had  with  fly  and 
worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  very  bright  and  clear,  and  is  getting  low,  and  a 
arood  fall  of  rain  would  be  beneficial  to  refresh  the  river. 
Rain  has  threatened  at  times,  and  a  few  sharp  showers 
bave  been  had  ;  but  little  fishing  has  been  done  during  the 
day,  the  anglers  waiting  until  the  cool  of  the  evening,  when 
there  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out.  The  fish  have 
moved  well  in  early  morning  and  evening,  and  the  flies 
used  have  been  Sky  Blue,  Palmers,  Spinners,  Ccch-y- 
Bondhu,  and  Coachman,  and  some  very  nice  trout  have 
been  landed,  and  with  cooler  weather  sport  will  be  good.— 
Worcester. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— Since  last  report  the 
following  captures  of  bream  are  recorded  :  Messrs.  J. 
White,  341b.  ;  Goodman,  9ib.  ;  Barnes,  321b. ;  Shiicook, 
381b. ;  Dainton,  321b. ;  Bird,  lOlb. ;  Greene,  301b.  ; 
riffett,  30ib.  ;  Redington,  191b. :  and  Cox,  121b.  Several 
other  gentlemen  had  sundry  smaller  takes.  On  July  29  a 
jeason  ticket  will  be  given  for  the  largest  take  of  jack  and 
perch  during  the  day.— F.  Vinall. 

Wttham,  Ac.  (IIKl&-I>inoni»aliire).— Bream  fishing 
is  said  to  be  very  good  at  the  Boston  end  of  the  Witham. 
Some  anglers  have  had  rare  luck  near  the  Grand  Sluice, 
both  from  bank  and  boat.  One  take  obtained  by  using 
worm  totalled  some  601b..  taken  in  about  two  hoars. 
Many  of  the  fish  ran  from  2Jlb.  to  51b.  each.  Some  tried 
for  bream  about  Dogdjke,  but  were  scarcely  as  lucky. 
Above  and  below  Kirkstead  anglers  have  been  taking  tench 
in  fair  quantities.  Higher  up  the  river  anglers  are  com- 
plaining of  the  filth  from  the  Sincil  Dyke  At  Boston  the 
drains,  such  as  the  Bargate  and  the  Hob  Hole,  have  been 
furnishing  plenty  of  sport  for  the  roach  anglers.  Some 
fine  baskets  have  been  taken  from  the  Bargate  about  the 
cemetery.  Creed  wheat  has  also  accounted  for  a  few 
tench  up  to  31b.  each.  Similar  accounts  come  from 
Kelsey,  and  Priestone  on  the  Hob  Hole.  At  Old  Lejke 
there  are  signs  of  improvement. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  have  now  fined  down,  and  are  in  good  order  for  the 
fly,  but  the  weather  is  still  so  very  hot  that  it  is  almost 
useless  to  fly-fish  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  except  dibbing 
(or  dapping)  with  a  bluebottle  or  small  black  fly.  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Buxton,  fishing  the  Derwent  at  Bastow  (Chats- 
worth  fishery),  took  one  brace,  and  a  few  small  ones  which 
were  returned.  The  few  fishermen  that  have  been  out, 
either  on  the  Darlcy  Dale  Club's  water  or  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  have  returned  with 
very  light  creels,  two  or  three  fish  at  most,  and  these  have 
been  caught  fishing  late  in  the  evening.  July  is  the  worst 
nonth  in  the  summer  season.  There  is  such  a  variety  of 
flies  and  midges.  When  the  weather  becomes  cooler  there 
will  be  a  better  prospect.  Flies  :  Golden  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Little  Marryatt,  Black  Gnat,  and  Throstle  Wing, 
vith  White  and  Brown  Moths  for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Tare  (Brundall). — As  I  stated  would  be  the  case,  the 
liot  weather  has  brought  on  the  bream.  On  July  22,  Mr. 
P.  Gibson  and  Mr.  Warren,  both  of  the  Arabian  Horse 
i.e.,  Norwich,  had  betweea  them  1401b.  of  these  fish, 
good  samples  and  in  fine  condition,  as  the  captors  very 
kindly  allowed  me  to  inspect  their  bags.  These  two  good 
judges  came  down  overnight,  started  fishing  at  4 a.m.,  and 
left  off  at  breakfast  time.  I  counted  no  less  than  thirteen 
boats,  some  with  two  and  others  with  three  anglers  in 
^.hem ;  but  these  did  very  little  in  comparison,  for  what 
ase  ia  it  trying  in  the  hot  sun  on  this  river  ?  Very  early 
and  very  late  is  the  game. — W  H  Elsmore. 

Tore,  Swa'e,  Whatfe,  Nidd,  Ouse.  &o.  (York- 
shire).— We  had  a  nice  little  freshet  down  the  Yore  on 
Saturday,  and  a  few  trout  were  oaugat  with  the  fly,  but 
anglers  who  have  fished  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon,  the 
natural  minnow,  or  the  "  upstream  worm,"  hive  had  the 
best  sport.  The  latter  is  a  very  killing  bait  just  now. 
Angling  for  roach,  dace,  &o.,  is  fairly  successtul  in  the 
lower  waters,  the  gentle  and  the  wasp  grub  being  the  best 
lures.  Some  good  perch  have  been  Caught  with  the 
minnow,  and  a  few  pike  with  live  bait.   Owing  to  the 
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thanderstorms  on  the  hills  the  River  Swale  has  been  in  a 
state  of  semi-flood  all  the  week,  oansequently  the  fish  are 
gorged  aud  do  not  rise  to  the  most  enticing  of  flies  which 
are  placed  before  them  ia  the  most  skilful  manner.  From 
the  Codbeck,  the  Broad  Beck,  and  even  Bedale  Beck,  the 
Ba>me  complaint  ia  made,  minnows  having  proved  most 
troublesome  in  the  becks  whose  waters  have  run  down  low, 
while  grayling  have  been  off  it  altogether.    At  Leeming, 
however,  some  fairly  good  sport  has  been  had,  the  anglers 
getting  most  of  their  fish  from  under  the  waterfall.  There 
is  one  grand  old  trout  in  the  loch  which  has  bothered  not 
a  few  anglers,  and  although  he  has  had  several  tussles 
with_  "  champion  "  anglers  from    York,    Leeds,  and 
Darlington,  not  to  mention  the  local  men,  yet  he 
has  always  managed  to  avoid  Cipture.    When  he  is  taken 
he  must  have  hooks,  liuea,  and  casts  in  his  jiw  enough  to 
stock  a  fishing  tackle  shop.    The  other  day  Mr.  E 
Metcalfe,  of  Northallerton,  had  a  try  for  this  phenomenal 
fish,  and  he  made  certain  he  had  got  him,  but  when  he 
grassed  his  trout  he  found  that  it  only  weighed  14ioz. ! 
That  the  big  fish  is  still  at  home  was  demonstrated  on 
Saturday,  when  he  smashed  up  a  Pennell  cast  belonging  to 
a  Darlington,  angler.    By  the  bye,  there  was  quite  an 
exodus  from  the  Darlington  Silver  Trout  Angling  Associa- 
tion last  Friday  to  Leeming  Bar,  under  the  able  guidance 
of  mine  host  of  the  Bridge  Inn,  Darlington,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  the  headquarters  of  the  club.    A  party  of  picked 
members,  who  were  specially  selected  for  their  1  jve  of  and 
skill  in  angling,  made  a  descent  by  the  six  o'clock  train  on 
the  Black  Ox  water  at  Leeming.    They  fished  hard  all 
day  until  the  shades  of  evening  drew  on,  but  their  united 
catch  was  said  to  consist  of  a  |lb.  trout,  an  eel,  and  a 
gudgeon.    Two  of  the  members  of  the  club  paid  a  return 
visit  to  the  water  on  Saturday  in  order  to  fish  properly 
the  holes  which  had  been  so  well  fed  the  day  previous ; 
but  thunder  stopped  sport.    The  Leeds  Angling  Club 
fished  their  annual  match  on  Monday  at  BraSerton, 
Swale,    on    the    "go    where    you    please"  plan 
Twenty-three   members   fished,  and   all   caught  fish. 
First,  Mr.  J.  Grassham,  61b.  loz.  ;    second,  Mr.  F. 
Hammill,  41b.  lloz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  41b.  9oz 
The  visitors'  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Hanby  with  the 
heaviest  fish— a  fine  perch  over  lib.    Anglers  in  the  Old 
Derwent  have  had  a  good  time  since  the  rains  set  in  on 
Saturday,  but  in  some  places  the  weed  is  a  great  nuisance. 
The  bed  of  the  river  near  the  Malton  County  Bridge  is  in 
so  neglected  a  state  that  it  is  becoming  fast  overgrown.  The 
members  of  ths  George  IV.  tTork)  Angling  Association 
visited  West  Cottingwith  on  Saturday  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  "roving  contest."  The  river,  though  very  low,  was 
in  fairly  good  condition.    The  weather  daring  the  early 
part  of  the  afternoon  was  fine,  but  very  sultry,  and  at 
about  six  o'clock  a  terrific  thunderstorm  came  on.  The 
weighiog-in  .took  place  at  the  Ferry  Boat  Inn  with  the 
following  result :  let,  Mr.  J.  Foster,  61b.  2ioz.  ;  2nd,  Mr. 
H.  Baker,  51b.  5oz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  W.  Henderson,  41b.  15oz  ; 
4th,  Mr.  F.  Metcalfe,  41b.  lloz. ;  5th,  Mr.  A.  Willis, 
31b.  9|oz, ;  6th,  Mr.  R.  Hill,  31b.  9ioz. ;  7th,  Mr.  E 
Watson,  31b.  6oz. ;  8th,  Mr.  W.  Spink,  21b.  13oz,  ;  9th, 
Mr.  W.  Hill,  21b.  lOoz.    Special  prizes :  Six  heaviest  fish, 
Mr.   Jim  Foster;   heaviest  roach,  Mr.  J.  Metcalfe; 
heaviest  dace,  a  tie  between  Mr.  J.   Hill  and  Mr. 
Henderson.   After  the  weigh-in  was  completed  a  con- 
vivial evening  was  spent.    The  second  match  of  the 
season,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Fulford  Angling  Club, 
■was  fished  on  Tuesday  iu  the  Derwent,  by  permission  of 
Mr.  W.  E.  Chance,  on  the  Skirpenbeok  Farm,  near 
Buttercrambe.    The  water  was  in  fair  condition,  butsport 
was  slow,  and  the  catch  all  round  small.    The  weigh-in 
resulted  as  follows :  1st,  E.  Taylor,  21b  lOJoz. ;  2nd,  T. 
Coop,  21b.  3ioz.;  3rd,  R.  Gray;  6th,  H.  W.  Watson; 
7th,  A.  Simpson;  8th,  T.  G.  Croft;  9ch,  J.  Craven; 
10th,  W.  Wadsworth.    The  members  of  the  York  Clifton 
Angling  Association  held  the  second  match  of  the  season 
on  Monday,  at  Elviagton,  by  the  kind  permission  of  Mr. 
Taylor.    The  day  was  too  bright  and  hot  for  suooessful 
angling.   The  following  were  found  to  be  amongst  the 
lucky  ones  :  1st,  W.  Wood,  31b.  5oz. ;  2nd,  H.  Daphne, 
21b.  6oz. ;  3rd,  F.  Styan,  21b.  2|oz. ;  4th,  W.  Matson ; 
5th,  J.  Reed;  6th,  J.  Wood;  7th,  F.  Wood;  8th,  Ed 
Walker  ;  9th,  A.  Simpson  ;  10th,  J.  Swales;  11th,  J.  Law; 
12th.  R.  Broadley ;  13th,  W.  Wheatley  ;  14th,  J.  Webster ; 
15th,  R.  Gowthorpe  ;  16th,  D.  W.  Butler;  17th,  D 
Langstaff;  18th,  J.  W.  Hodgson.   The  catch  consisted 
chiefly  of  small  roach  and  dace,  and  a  few  flounders.  Mr. 
Daphne  had  a  nice  chub  to  his  credit  of  lib.  4oz.  The 
York  (Leeman-road)  Working  Man'sClub  Angling  Associa- 
tion held  their  first  match,  by  kind  permission  of  Mr.  J. 
Dunnington  Jefferson,  at  West  Cottingwith  on  Saturday 
last.  Forty-one  caught  fish  out  of  forty-three.  The  after- 
noon's sport  was  spoilt  by  the  heavy  thunderstorm  which 
passed  over  the  district  and  gave  all  a  good  drenching.  The 
catch  was  small.    The  following  were  the  principal  prize- 
winners :  1st,  0.  S.  Wake ;  2nd,  A.  Pratt ;  3rd,  J.  Smith ; 
4th,  H.  Allen;  5th,  J.  A.  Wilson;  6th,  W.  Bean;  7th, 
R.  Thompson ;  8th.  J.  Atkinson ;  9th,  W.  Aston ;  10th 
and  11th,  tie,  J.  J.  Thompson  and  S.  Thompson ;  12tb,  J. 
Moor.  The  annual  match  in  connection  with  the  Harrogate 
Angling  Association  for  the  silver  challenge  cup,  value, 
£15  5s.  and  other  fjrizes  given  by  the  tradesmen  ot 
Harrogate,  was  held  in  the  private  fishing  waters  of  the 
club  on  the  river  Nidd  at  Walshford  Bridge,  on  Monday. 
Thirty  competitors  took  part.    Result :  Challenge  cup  and 
gold  medal,  S.  Moore,  Harrogate,  31b.  5oz.  ;  2nd,  J.  W. 
Calvert,  Leeds,  31b.  3oz. ;  3rd,  E.    W.  Ward,  Leeds, 
21b.  llioz. ;   4th,  T.  Hargraves,  Harrogate;  5th,  H. 
Grimshaw,  Leeds  ;  6th,  T.  Thompson  ;  7th,  S.  Burgess, 
Leeds;  8th,  A.  Lupton  ;  9th,  W.  Robinson,  Harrogate ; 
9th,  A.  Piokard,  Starbeck;  10th.  J.  Lawrence;  llth,  G 
Dalton,  Harrogate;    12th,  F.  Pleadenlieth ;    13th,  A. 
Hemingway,  Leeds  ;  14th,  R.  Robinson.    Mr.  J.Fenwick, 
fishing  the  Crimple,  has  had  exceptionally  good  sport 
amongst  the  trout  recently,  with  the  aid  of  worm,  his 


basket  containing  twenty-three  fish  from  Jib.  to  |lb.  each. 
A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  was  held  on  Monday 
night  at  the  headquarters.  Bay  Horse  Hotel, 
Marygate.  Representatives  of  various  clubs  were 
present,  and  a  large  amount  of  good  work  was  done. 
The  secretary,  Mr.  J.  D.  Hargreaves,  was  instructed  to 
write  to  several  landowners  and  endeavour  to  acquire  some 
good  stretches  of  water  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  York. 
A  pike  weighing  101b.  was  caught  in  the  net  at  Mr.  G. 
Goldie's  salmon  fishery,  Yarm,  on  Saturday.  It  is  unusual 
to  find  this  class  of  fish,  and  of  such  a  large  size,  in  that 
portion  of  the  Tees.  The  Robin  Hood  Angling  Club  held 
its  annual  match  at  Linton,  on  the  Oase.  Fifty-two  mem- 
bers fished.  First,  Mr.  Rutter;  second,  Mr.  Cooper; 
third,  Mr.  J.  Grassham.  The  visitors'  prize  was  won  by 
Mr,  Thompson  with  the  heaviest  basket,  21b.  lOoz.  Sore 
complaints  reach  me  of  the  wholesale  pollution  of  this 
river  above  Naburn  Lock.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday  last 
the  natives  were  selling  buckets  full  of  roach,  &o.,  at  4d. 
per  bucket.  Can  nothin?  be  done  for  the  bottom  fisher- 
men?—J.  B.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgfach  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).  —  So  many 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  various  lochs  that  daily 
details  of  sport  throughout  the  week  cannot  be  given.  On 
16th,  six  anglers  were  out  on  Lo3hs  Yeyatie,  Cama,  and 
Mheallain,  and  the  baskets  made  averaged  exactly  9ilb. 
each.  On  17th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monlton  Barrett,  on  Loch 
Cama,  had  five  dozen  trout,  181b. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  on 
sime  loch,  forty-seven  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Robertson, 
London,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-two  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Millar,  on  same  loch,  twenty-two,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clegar,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  three  dozen,  121b.  On  19th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Millar,  on  Looh  Cama,  twenty-nine  trout,  91b. : 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moulton  Barrett,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty- 
six  trout,  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Robertson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
thirteen,  3Jlb.  Since  then  equally  good  baskets  have  been 
made. — B. 

Awe.— Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel  on  July  18,  Mr. 
Challerton  had  two  trout,  2lb.  and  lib. ;  Mr.  Sykes,  two, 
each  lib.  19th,  Mr.  Woodrow  had  a  salmon,  201b.,  and 
three  sea  trout,  31b.,  IJlb.,  and  lib.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  had 
three  trout,  IJlb.,  1  Jib.,  and  lib.  each.  2l8t,  Mr.  Inglis 
had  a  grilse,  91b. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  W.  Denby,  one  trout,  IJlb.  ; 
Mr.  Sykes,  one,  l^b. ;  D.  Eraser,  one,  lib.  23rd,  Rev. 
Mr.  Smith  had  one,  IJlb. ;  D.  McDonald,  three,  21b.,  lib., 
and  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Sykes,  two,  lib.  each. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle.— During  the  past  week  the 
sport  on  the  Border  Esk  and  Liddle  has  been  good.  In 
Langholm  water  Mr.  J.  Morrison  had  two  sea  trout,  and 
Mr.  R.  Nesbit  had  some  nice  yellow  trout  in  the  upper 
reaches  near  Lingholm  Bridge.    Mr.  D.  McDougall  had  a 
couple  of  herlings  and  one  sea  trout.    In  the  upper  waters 
Messrs.  Holm,  Wilson,  and  J.  Malcom  have  each  killed 
eight  sea  trout;  and  Mr.  Gray  tilled  six  sea  trout 
at  a  fishing.  _  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  thirty-six  yellow 
trout  at  a  fishing  in  the  Westerkirk  water,  and  then,  in  the 
Eskdale  Muir  water  Mr.  J.  Cowan,  Carlisle,  caught  two 
sea  trout,  two  herling,  and  51b.  of  yellow  trout,  and 
subsequently,  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Wester- 
kirk division  of  the  Esk.    Mr.  Thos.  Edgar,  Glasgow,  had 
three  sea  trout,  three  herling,  and  twenty-four  yellow 
trout  in  the  river  Liddle ;  Mr.  T.  Henderson,  Hawick, 
one  sea  trout  and  a  herling ;  Mr.  Crozier,  two  sea 
trout  and  twenty-four  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Wm.  Murray, 
Rowanburn,  had  four  sea  trout ;  and  Mr.  Jas.  HUl 
had  six  sea  trout  and  twenty  herling  in  the  Liddle. 
Fishing  in  the  Canonbie  water  of  the  Esk,  Dr.  Anderson, 
of  Eskbank,  had  four  sea  trout  and  fourteen  herling  in 
three  evening  fishings  ;  Mr.  Frank  Little,  Byreburnfoot, 
caught  six  eea  trout  and  twenty-five  herling  ;  Mr.  W. 
Law  creeled  twelve  herling  and  two  sea  trout ;  Mr. 
Mollineaux,  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie, 
Dumfriesshire,  had  a  salmon  151b.,  four  sea  trout,  and 
some  herling  in  the  Double  water  at  the  Cauldron  pool. 
Miss  Brackenbridge  had  a  sea  trout  weighing  31b.  and 
ten  herling  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Eek ;  Mr.  John 
Ballantyne,  in  the  same  water,  killed  thirty-seven  herling 
and  three  sea  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Edgar,  Canonbie,  had  four- 
teen herling  ;  Mr.  R.  Steele,  thirty  herling  and  three  sea 
trout ;  Mr.  Wm.  Riddle,  Canonbie,  some  good  baskets 
of  sea  trout.    Most  anglers  hive  had  some  good  yellow 
trout  in  the  tributaries  and  in  the  parent  rivers.  Fishing 
is  now  good  in  the  Duke  of  Buocleuoh's  water,  and  in  Sir 
Richard  Graham's  reserved  water  at  Netherby.  Lastly, 
Mr.  J.  Harknees  had  a  salmon  171b.  ia  the  Langholm 
water ;  Mr.  Gray  six  sea  trout ;  Mr.  Church,  Parkhouse, 
six  sea  trout ;  Jno.  Ballantyne  and  others.    The  fishing  is 
good  throughout,  and  the  vales  of  Eskdale  and  Liddes- 
dale  are  looking  their  very  best. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss  AT&g&i ,  N.B.).— Since  last 
reported  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Gruinaid),  on  Mr.  R.  T. 
Copeland's  rod,  lauded  three  salmon,  weighing  71b.,  71b., 
and  Sib.,  besides  a  grilse  of  61b.;  Mr.  Young,  Braelang- 
well  Lodge,  has  had  one  or  two  fish,  and  so  also  has  Mr. 
F.  T.  Gervers,  of  Amat.  Mr.  W.  Allis  Smith,  of 
Glencalvie,  landed  several.  Keepers  and  gillies  report 
river  as  abounding  in  fish,  but  are  not  in  a  taking  mood  ; 
they  rise  right  and  left  of  the  lure  presented  to  them 
without  heeding  it.  On  Thursday  last  Rev.  G.  E. 
Hermon  (Liskeard,  Cornwall)  and  party  fished  Inver- 
charron  water  from  the  hotel,  and  rose  three  fish,  one  of 
which  was  hooked,  but  it  broke  off. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— This  river  is  in  fdirly  good 
order  for  rod  fishing,  and  there  ia  a  good  appearance  of 
fish,  but  they  are  very  shy  to  take.  On  the  14th,  on  the 
Beldorney  section,  Mr.  Norman  Brass  had  a  salmon  of 
lljlb. ;  and  on  the  17th,  Mr.  Edward  Brase  landed  a 
grilse  of  4Jlb.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Fife  and  Her 
Royal  Higlmess  the  Duchess  of  Fife  arrived  on  Monday  at 


Duff  House.  Both  are  ardent  anglers,  and  there  are  some 
of  the  best  pools  in  the  Deveron  quite  close  to  Duff  House. 
Since  the  water  in  the  river  began  to  get  low  the  number 
of  grilse  and  salmon  netted  by  the  fishermen  h'ave 
decreased.  On  the  coast  the  yield  of  fish  from  the 
varioui  stations  also  showed  a  falling  off.  The  weather  is 
very  mild,  with  frequent  showers,  and  operations  on  the 
coast  and  river  are  carried  on  daily.  Both  salmon  and 
grilse  are  of  large  size  and  of  excellent  quality.  Jt  is 
expacted  that  in  the  closing  month  of  the  season  some  very 
large  fish  will  be  got.  Only  a  dozen  boxes  left  for  the  two 
first  days  of  the  week. 

Iuchn%daniph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— July  16,  Mr. 
N.  Webb,  Skeig,  fourteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Booth  and 
Keeling.  Awe,  twenty-four,  101b. ;  Mr.  G.  8.  Webb, 
Castle  Bay,  one,  4^1b. ;  Mr.  Trickett,  Head  Assynt,  one, 
3Jlb. ;  Miss  Hooper,  Kyleskia,  one  sea  trout,  4Jlb.  ; 
Messrs.  Hooper,  Kyleskie,  201b.  of  sea  fish  ;  Mr.  Wilson, 
Inver,  one  sea  trout,  l^lb.  July  17,  Mr.  Hooper,  Head 
Assynt,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  F.  Hooper, 
Gillaroo,  seven  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Trickett,  Awe,  twenty- 
four,  81b. ;  Mr.  Cross,  Hill,  thirty-three,  61b. ;  Mr.  Willie 
Wallace,  Hill,  thirty,  Gib.  July  18,  Mr.  Willie  Wallace, 
Traligall,  eight  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Booth,  Inver,  sixteen, 
101b. ;  Mr.  Trickett,  Inver,  one  sea  trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  N. 
Webb,  West  Assynt,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.  July  19,  Mr. 
Booth,  Inver,  twenty-four  trout,  121b. ;  Col.  MacPherson, 
Inver,  one  salmon,  131b. ;  Mr.  Wallace,  Curan,  five  trout, 
51b.,  heaviest  2Jlb  ;  Mr.  Cross,  Hill,  twenty-four,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  Willie  Wallace,  Hill,  eighteen,  Clb.  July  21,  Mr. 
Barnett,  Inver,  two  grilse,  5ilb.  and  6Jlb. ;  Col. 
Maopherson,  Inver,  one  salmon,  81b.— W.  Wallace. 

Inveran  (N.B  ).— Anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel  have  had  the  following  sport  on  river  Shin :  On 
18th,  Mr.  Gumey,  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  5lb. ;  and  on  14th, 
two,  of  61b.  each.  On  16th,  the  same  angler  landed  three 
averaging  close  on  61b. ;  Mrs.  Fellowes,  two,  of  61b.  and 
51b.  ;  and  Mr.  Fellowes,  a  5-pounder.  On  17th,  Mr. 
Gurney  landed  a  salmon  of  101b.  On  18th,  Mrs.  Fellowes 
caught  a  salmon  of  12lb.  ;  Mr.  Gurney,  an  11-pounder ;  and 
Mr.  Fellowes,  two  grilse  averaging  6|lb.  On  21et,  Mr. 
Gurney  caught  two  grilse,  of  51b.  and  41b.,  besides  a  salmon 
weighing  121b. ;  and  Mrs.  Fellowes  a  fine  salmon  of  171b. 
— B. 

Iiairgf  Hotel  Watsrs  (Sutherland,  N.B.)— On 

19th  Loch  Shin  was  fished  by  Mr.  Copeland,  London,  who 
landed  a  3almo  feroc  of  4|lb.,  besides  fifteen  brown  trout, 
5Jlb. ;  Capt.  Henderson  had  four  trout,  averaging  Jib. 
each ;  Mr.  Rooseveldt,  eleven  trout,  4Jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
Woodward,  one  dozen,  5|lb.  On  river  Shin  Mr.  McLeod 
landed  a  salmon  weighing  131b.  On  20th  Mr.  Copeland, 
on  Loch  Shin,  one  dozen  trout,  5Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Wood- 
ward, four,  l|lb.  On  2l8t  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin, 
four  trout,  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Woodward,  two,  l|lb.  On  23rd 
Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  two  and  a  quarter  dozen 
trout,  131b. ;  General  Fraser,  on  same  loch,  half  a  dozen, 
2Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Muir,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  seven  trout, 
6Jlb.  It  may  be  noticed  that  the  average  weight  of  trout 
all  over  was  close  on  Jib.  each. — B. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).  —  The  weather  has  been 
showery  and  very  unsettled  during  the  past  week,  and 
with  little  improvement  in  sport,  except  for  a  couple  of 
days,  when  the  conditions  were  favourable.  Anglers  have 
been  few,  the  average  being  five  boats  out  per  day.  Nine 
members  of  the  Edinburgh  Cockbum  Club  creeled  only 
ten  trout,  61b.  9oz.  First,  Mr.  H.  C.  Wilson,  four  trout, 
2lb.  14ioz.  The  Edinburgh  Waverley  Club  had  a  catch 
of  thirty-two  trout,  241b.  5oz.,  to  sixteen  rods.  First, 
Mr.  A.  Brown,  Trinity,  six  trout,  41b.  7oz.  The  heaviest 
trout  weighed  lib.  15oz.  Private  parties  :  Mr.  T.  Lawson, 
Glasgow,  seventeen  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris  and 
Mr.  Roger,  Kinross,  eighteen  trout,  17lb. ;  Mr.  Baird, 
twenty-one  trout,  101b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  F.  L.  McGrady,  Kelly 
Castle,  thirteen  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Dunn,  Melrose,  eleven 
trout,  9lb. ;  Mr.  Menzies,  Saltcoats,  fifteen  trout,  151b. ; 
Mr.  Henderson,  Linlithgow,  ten  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  D. 
Mackenzie,  Edinburgh,  nine  trout,  71b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Ernest 
Burdon,  Lasswade,  six  trout,  61b.  8oz.,  and  eight  trout, 
111b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Adair,  Edinburgh, 
thirteen  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  J.  Henderson,  Linlithgow,  ten 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Maokay,  Edinburgh,  ten  tront,  "lb.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Croall,  Edinburgh,  six  tront,  51b.— Robt.  b! 
Laing. 

Loch  nXerkland  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.).— On  July  17 
Mr.  Angus  L.  MacMillan,  Bonar  Bridge,  caught  twenty- 
five  trout,  8Jlb.  On  18th,  thirty-one  trout,  8|lb.  (heaviest 
lilb.) ;  and  on  20th,  on  Loch  More,  three  trout  (heaviest 
31b.),  and  the  whole  7|lb.— B. 

Lochness  (Foyers  Hotel).— Fishing  Loch  Mhor, 
from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  July  16,  Mr.  W.  J.  Maclean,  of 
Inverness,  got  six  trout,  41b..  and  on  Tuesday,  on  Loch 
Ness,  eleven  trout,  71b.  Fishing  Looh  Ness  on  July  20, 
Mr.  Tilston  killed  one  grilse,  4lb.,  one  sea  trout,  lib.,  and 
one  brown  trout,  IJlb.— S.  Tilston. 

Melvioh  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— On  July  17 
Messrs.  Williams  and  Brown  had  fifty-six  trout,  181b. ; 
Messrs.  Maokay  and  Murray,  201b.  of  trout ;  Mr.  Long- 
dale,  seven  trout,  lUb. ;  Mr.  Macdonald,  sea  fishing,  a 
large  catch  of  lythe  and  saithe.  On  18th,  Messrs. 
Williams  and  Brown  had  eleven  trout,  51b.;  Mr. 
Macdonald,  of  Messrs.  Cullen  and  Wamsop,  Glasgow, 
seventeen  trout,  111b.  On  19th,  Messrs.  Williams  and 
Brown  had  twenty-six  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Lonsdale,  three 
trout,  3lb. ;  Mr.  Howard  Williams,  on  the  Halladale,  a 
grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Macdonald,  Glasgow,  seventeen  trout, 
121b.  On  20th,  Mr.  Lonsdale  had  thirty-six  trout,  121b. ; 
Messrs.  Williams  and  Brown,  twenty-three  tront,  141b. ; 
Mr.  Macdonald,  Glasgow,  eighteen  trout,  181b.  On  21st, 
Mr.  Brown  had  eight  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Stanley  Williams, 
twelve  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  MacionaJd,  Glasgow,  twenty-one 
trout,  161b.  On  23rd,  Mr.  Brown  had  nine  trout,  5lb. ; 
Dr.  Balance  and  Mr.  Pulley,  sea  fishing,  fourteen  saithe.— 
A.  Macintosh. 
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BNaver   (BettyMU,   via   Thurso,   N.B.).  —  On 

16th,  Major-Burnell  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  a 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Johnson's  rod,  Skelpiok 
Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.  On  17fch,  Mapr  Burnell-Milnea 
landed  three  salmon  on  Beat  2  ;  and  Mr.  Johnson's  Skel- 
pick  rod,  one  on  No.  6.  On  18th  the  last-named  had  two 
salmon  on  Beats  1  and  2 ;  and  on  19^h,  two  on  No.  2.  The 
net  fishers  are  doing  very  well  on  both  Naver  and  Borijie. 
On  Fridiy  the  netcers  on  Borgie  landed  191  fish.  Major 
Burnell  Milnes  has  left  for  the  south, — B. 

North-East  of  iScotland.— The  summer  still  holds 
its  characteristic  as  a  wet  one,  although  not  exoessively  so, 
but  the  prevailing  temperature  is  low,  and  the  water 
sometimes  feels  as  chilly  as  in  the  months  of  March  and 
April.  This  may,  in  a  measure,  account  for  the  paucity  of 
grilse  found  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee,  only  two  and 
three  being  creeled  on  sections  which  commonly  yield  from 
twenty  to  thirty,  in  addition  to  a  good  head  of  July 
salmon.  However,  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  again  to-day 
(Wednesdiy  evening),  large  supplies  have  been  had 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  Harbour  Com- 
missioners are  netting  between  200  and  300  every 
morning,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  fortnight 
look  brighter  than  ever.  On  the  Ballater  and 
Braemaj  waters  an  occasional  salmon  is  being  grassed ; 
but  the  best  sport  is  up  stream  clear  water  worming, 
and  dozens  seem  to  be  on  the  job  from  the  villages.  The 
Cluny  and  side  streams  are  also  well  patronised,  and 
baskets  of  from  41b.  to  61b.  are  the  daily  turnover.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  reaches  only  two  grilse  have  as  yet 
been  landed.  Mr,  Gavin  E.  Petrie  and  Mr.  James  D. 
Mackay  have  been  having  from  a  dozen  to  two  dozen 
trout  daily,  in  addition  to  a  pike  of  61b.  On  the  Ban- 
chory and  Crathes  waters  Messrs.  Gray,  Berry,  and 
others  are  getting  an  occasional  grilse.  On  the  King- 
causie  water  Mr.  G.  Mackay  and  Master  William  B.  Mac- 
kay had  a  joint  basket  three  days  last  week  of  61b.,  81b., 
and  7ilb.  sea  and  brown  trout — aU  to  the  fly  and  small 
phantom.  On  the  Don  anglers  are  having  a  right  royal 
time  of  it,  but  chiefly  with  the  worm  and  parr  tail.  On 
the  Inverurie  and  Kintore  waters  anglers  can  be  counted 
by  the  score,  and  getting  good  baskets  for  the  late  season 
of  the  year.  On  the  North  Esk  last  week  the  Brechin 
Angling  Club  held  their  third  and  last  competition  for  the 
silver  cup,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  K.  Smart,  with  an 
aggregate  of  691b.  9oz.,  or  an  average  of  231b.  3oz — very 
respectable  work  compared  with  any  competition  during 
the  past  five  years.  The  wet  season  has  helped  the  big 
aggregate.  On  the  Ythan  estuary  sport  is  brisk  and 
a,nglers  plentiful.  On  the  Ugie  there  is  an  early  and  pro- 
lific show  of  finnock,  and  sport  in  the  ascendant.  July 
and  August  are  usually  poor  months,  but  this  season 
they  are  likely  to  prove  the  best  as  far  as  trouting  is 
concerned  ;  the  grilse  season  has  yet  to  come.— G.  M. 

O^erscaig'  Ho!:el  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.)  — 
Amongst  the  best  baskets  since  last  reported  were  the 
following:  On  17th,  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans,  Ely, 
on  Upper  Fiag  Beat,  thirteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr,  Murray, 
Bombay,  on  No.  2  Hill  Loch,  three  sea  trout,  average 
21b  each;  Mr.  Sharp,  London,  on  Upper  Shin,  sixteen 
trout,  7ib  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Leake.  Kind's  Lynn,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  twenty,  81b,;  and  Col.  Sharp,  Carlisle,  on 
Lower  Flag,  fifteen  trout,  average  Jib.  each.  On  18th  the 
weather  was  most  unfavourable,  Messrs.  Luddington  and 
Evans,  on  No.  2  HOI  Loch,  got  three  trout,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Sharp,  London,  on  Mid-Shin,  thirteen,  41b.  ;  and  Col. 
Sharp,  Carlisle,  a  fair  basket  on  Top-Shin.  On  2l8t  the 
best  take  was  by  Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans,  on  Loch 
Griam,  with  three  dozen,  111b.  On  Monday,  this  week, 
Messrs.  Luddington  and  Evans,  on  Gormloch,  114 
trout,  381b.  (two  heaviest  weighed  41b.)  ;  and  Col.  Sharp, 
on  Upper  Mid-Shin,  one  dozen,  5Jlb. — B. 

O^^kell  Bridge  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 
— Since  last  raported  Mr.  Langmore,  Leicester,  and  Mr. 
Rowse,  Cornwall,  have  had  fairly  good  sport  on  the 
Oykell  River.  Silmon  averaged  SJlb.,  grilse  61b.,  and  sea 
trout  241b.  On  the  Einig  Mr.  Laing,  Parbold,  South- 
port,  had  four  salmon  and  four  grilse ;  and  on  Loch  Clash- 
more,  two  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  average  |lb.  Mr.  H. 
Ross,  Wigan,  on  Einig,  got  three  salmon  and  five  grilse ; 
and  on  Loch  Craggie,  one  and  a  half  dozen  trout, 
average  Jib. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  is  still  disapcointingin 
the  most  of  the  Border  rivers  this  week.  The  run  of 
herling,  which  usually  takes  place  in  July,  is  most 
unsatisfactory  this  season.  In  some  of  the  rivers  the 
annual  migration  is  a  huge  failure,  and  it  is  curious  to  note 
that  these  sporting  fish  are  not  frequenting  the  favourite 
stretches  that  they  used  to  do  in  former  years.  In  some 
of  the  pools,  where  they  have  congregated  in  hundreds  in 
past  seasons,  not  a  single  herling  is  to  b?  seen  this  year. 
This  is  particularly  the  case  with  regard  to  the  Annan, 
where  the  herling  are  mating  the  worst  show  ever  known 
in  the  river.  Above  the  town  bridge  not  a  single  one  is  to 
be  seen  rising,  yet  they  appear  to  be  gathering  in  small 
numbers  at  the  pass  below  the  bridge,  and  the  stream 
leading  from  the  canal.  It  is  believed  that  the  herling  are 
running  off  to  the  upper  reaches,  as  the  state  of  the  water 
is  favourable  for  their  doing  so  just  now.  From  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  other  rivers  the  state  of  matters  is  similar, 
and  no  sport  is  being  obtained  worthy  of  the  name. 
It  has  been  noticed  that  some  fine  specimens  of  herling 
are  running  this  week.  These  are  locally  called 
the  black  fin  herling,  weighing  on  the  average  |lb. 
It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  season  for  these 
sporting  trout  is  going  to  be  a  failure.  During  August 
they  are  u3ijally  plentiful,  but  they  do  not  rise  eagerly  to  the 
fly  in  that  month,  and  they  fight  shy  of  the  clear  water 
worm.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  had  on  the 
different  streams  of  this  district:  The  Annan. — Herling 
are  ecarce  in  this  river,  and  the  season  is  far  worse  than 
the  failure  of  last  year.  The  best  baskets  have  been  made 
in  the  Northfield  private  water.   Behind  the  Newbie 


mill  caul  of  Northfield  Mr.  H.  Boyd  killed  eighteen 
herling  the  other  morning,  and  on  the  following  day  he 
took  sixteen.    Mr.  Boyd  had  also  a  sea  trout.    At  a  third 
outing  he  took  another  big  basket.    These  were  almost 
exclusively  taken  with  the  worm  bait  on  single  hook.  In 
the  Brewery  stream,  behind  Annan  caul,  Mr.  Walter  Rae 
caught  five  herling,  on  Friday  evening,  and  three  on 
Monday  with  the  brandling    worm.     Mr.  Nichohon 
(engineer)  had  three  with  worm  in  the    same  water 
on    Monday    evening.     Mr.    D.    Loudon,  jua.,  had 
similar    numbers     on     four    evenings.     Mr.    D.  C 
Loudon  took  four  herling  on  Monday  night  with  the 
night    fly,   and    Mr.    Loudon,   jun.,    three  or  four. 
Mr.  Robert  Thomson  caught  one  sea  trout  and  one  herling 
on   Tuesday  night.     Mr.  Farish  had  one  or  two  in 
Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  at  Blacketlees.     Mr.  W. 
Wright,  fishing  with  small  fly  and  drawn  gut,  on  Wednes- 
day forenoon  killed  four  herling  and  lost  about  a  dozen  in 
the  landing.    In  Mount  Annan  water  on  Monday  night 
Mr.  Thos.  Shortridge-Tweedie  killed  four  herling;  and 
Mr.  P.  McGiverin  caught  seven  in  the  same  water  with 
the  night  fly  and  worm  bait.    Other  rods  in  the  same 
water  have  been  landing  a  few  herling  on  Stewart  tackle. 
Mr.  John  Rae  had  a  fair  basket  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  near  Castlemilk.     The  Nith.— Sport  is  very 
unsatisfactory  near  the  town  of  Dumfries.    A  few  herling 
are  at  present  showing  behind  the  town  caul,  but  few  are 
being  caught  in  the  ticket  waters.    In  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
portion  an  odd  sea  trout  or    two    are    being  taken 
at  nights,  though  the  sport  there  and  at  Sanquhar 
is  not  so  good  as  that  previously  reported.    There  are 
no_  notes  from  the  other  stretches  this  week.    Little  is 
doing  in  the  Clnden  and  Cairn  during  the  daytime,  but  a 
number  of  small  catches  have  been  had  after  dark.  Ayr- 
shire.— A  large  number  of  holiday  anglers  have  been  out 
on  the  rivers  of  this  part  of  the  country,  though  the 
baskets  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  were  of  little  account. 
On  the  lochs  sport  is  rather  slack  this  week.   A  few  small 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  taken  on  Loch  Doon  of 
Dalmellington.    The  Galloway  Rivers  —Not  much  ia 
doing  on  these  rivers  this  week.    On  the  Ken  several  rods 
had  fair  sport  last  week  with  the  clear  water  worm.  Mr. 
A.  Macfddyen,  of  Glasgow,  caught  twenty-four  yellow 
trout  weighing  41b.  in  the  waters  at  Carsphairn.  The 
sport  on  the  Fleet,  as  also  on  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbright- 
shire, appears  to  be  of  a  disappointing  nature.    The  Sol- 
way. — The  lessees  have  had  a  fine  week  of  it,  and  the  best 
show  of  salmon  and  grilse  of  the  season  were  taken  at  the 
close  of  last  week.    The  season  for  sea  trout  in  the  nets  is 
now  closed. — Heatherbell. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  July  16,  Mr.  Bourne, 
on  Locn  Loyal,  twenty-four  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  on 
Loch-na-hacon,  ten  trout ;  Messrs.  Carter,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
sixteen  trout,  71b.  ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
121b.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  Parker,  on  Loch  Slam,  eight 
trout,  31b.  ;  Messrs.  Carter,  on  Loch  Craggie,  nineteen 
trout,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Morrison,  on  Loch  Loyal,  141b. 
On  the  18th,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twenty  trout, 
71b. ;  Messrs.  Carter,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty-four  trout, 
lOJ  b  On  the  19th,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  thirteen 
trout;  Messrs.  Carter,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  thirty  trout, 
81b.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  nineteen 
trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Lord  and  Lady  Lichfield,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
four  trout.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
thirty-one  trout,  12|lb.,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Carter, 
on  Loch  Slam,  twelve  trout,  41b. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
For  the  season  of  the  year  the  rivers  in  all  the  Border 
districts  have  been  running  in  grand  angling  ply,  being 
full,  clear,  and  bottom  clean.  In  fact,  in  the  Kelso 
district  the  rivers  were  never  in  a  better  condition  for 
fishing  than  they  are  at  the  present  time,  and  clear  water 
worm  fishers  who  care  to  chance  their  hands  in  the  early 
morning  make  good  takes,  and  at  this  season  the  trout  are 
all  in  splendid  condition.  Those  disciples  of  the  rod  and 
line  who  do  duty  during  the  daytime  generally  use  the 
creeper  and  the  fly,  although  a  few  baskets  are  told  off 
for  the  worm  as  well.  In  my  last  report,  by  some  Mistake, 
I  made  Mr.  Wm.  Carrie,  Kelao,  to  kill  his  basket  of  trout 
with  fly,  but  it  should  have  been  stated  as  worm.  On  the 
Tweed,  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  G.  Thompson,  Kelso, 
has  had  some  nice  baskets  of  from  101b.  down  to  41b. ; 
Mr.  James  Hogg,  on  the  same  river,  has  had  four  baskets 
of  2lb.,  61b.,  41b.,  and  SJlb  ,  while  on  the  Eden  he  had 
one  basket  of  41b  ,  which  included  one  trout  of  Ulb. ;  Mr. 
Wm.  Barrf,  Kelso,  has  had  3Jlb.  to  41b ,  with 
fly,  on  Teviot.  On  the  Kale,  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  George  Mills,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  George  Mills, 
jun.,  along  with  Mr.  R  B.  Moscrip,  More- 
battle,  killed  eight  dozen  of  grand  trout,  which 
were  not  weighed,  but  taking  them  at  half  a  dozen  to  the 
pound,  allowing  for  some  smaller  ones,  this  would  be  a 
fair  good  guess.  On  the  Teviot,  on  Saturdiy,  Mr.  J. 
Thompson  had  13Jlb  ;  on  the  Tweed,  on  Friday,  Mr.  J. 
Turnbull  had  101b.  of  grand  trout ;  on  the  Bowmont,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  James  Steel,  Kelso,  killed  6lb.  of  trout  with 
worm,  while  another  angler  had  one  grand  trout  of  21b. 
with  worm.  All  the  three  above  takes  were  got  with 
worm,  and  on  Tuesday,  with  the  same  lure,  on  the  Bow- 
mont, Mr.  John  Bell,  Yetholm,  had  71b.  Of  course,  there 
ha.1  not  been  any  salmon  fishing,  but  fishing  for  trout  one 
day  last  week,  Mr.  Hendry,  fisherman  to  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Roxburghe,  Floors  Castle,  killed  a  nice  fish  of  61b. 
weight.  Waters  at  present  in  grand  ply,  and  disciples  of 
the  rod  and  line  are  taking  full  advantage  of  the  water 
and  weather. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private 
Waters). — Sport  here  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  days  has 
been  good.  Major  Howard,  on  the  15th,  killed  four 
salmon.  211b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  respectively;  Mr. 
East  killed  five  in  a  few  days  ;  Mr.  Veasey  killed  two  very 


nice  grilse  on  the  18th,  weighing  91b.  and  71b. ;  Mr. 
Whitehead  killed  three,  weighing  91b.,  71b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr. 
Walters,  three,  one  salmon  weighing  121b.,  and  two  grilse, 
71b.  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  Haynes,  on  the  24th,  one  salmon, 
101b.,  and  lost  two  others.  Sport  ia  sure  to  continue, 
provided  the  weather  keeps  favourable. — Manager. 

B  tnn. — Not  for  many  years  has  there  been  such  sport 
on  this  river  as  was  had  since  last  report,  104  salmon  and 
grilse  having  been  landed  on  two  of  the  reaohea,  scaling 
from  4Jlb.  to  191b.  The  lower  sections  of  the  river  are 
full  of  fish,  but  they  have  now  taken  to  the  deep  pools,  the 
water  on  the  shallows  having  risen  in  temperature.  On 
the  Caronroe  section  Mr.  Atkinson  took  twenty-one 
salmon  and  grilae;  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  twelve;  Mr.  Wilson, 
sixteen ;  Mr.  Andrews,  sixteen  ;  and  Mr.  S.  Lyle,  two. 
On  the  Kilrea  reach,  Mr.  Murray,  fourteen  salmon  and 
grilse,  and  a  brown  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Godfrey,  two  ;  Mr. 
F.  Dawson,  fourteen ;  Mr.  Hunt,  two  j  and  a  Belfast 
antler,  five. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  rivers  are  running 
down,  owing  to  the  prolonged  drought.  On  the  Dams 
some  fair  takes  have  been  made,  Mr.  Hunter 
and  Mr.  Taylor  killing  a  dozen  brown  trout  each 
on  Wednesday;  killing  flies,  ringed-up  Hare's  Ear. 
Wickham  Fancy,  and  Olive.  The  Clady,  Lagan,  and 
Quoile  are  low  and  clear,  and  trouting  very  duU.  The 
DIaine  is  also  running  down.  One  day  last  week  Mr.  S.  G. 
Taylor,  Belfast,  Mr.  Morton,  and  Mr.  Henry  killed  401b. 
of  pike,  heaviest  fish  111b.  Mr.  Taylor  had  a  dozen  trout 
ia  two  days.  The  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  has 
secured  the  lease  of  a  fine  lake,  convenient  to  the  city ; 
and_  the  new  club,  Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  has  a 
desirable  bit  of  water  in  view.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
weather  looks  like  a  change ;  rain  is  badly  wanted. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  generally  of  a  good 
description  lately,  though  not  quite  np  to  anticipation,  as 
sufficient  rain  has  not  fallen.  On  many  days  salmon  rose 
well  to  flies  on  the  principal  rivers,  and  good  sport  was  had 
on  those  days,  but  no  heavy  fish  were  landed.  Brown  trout 
gave  fair  aport  at  nearly  all  times,  and  sea  trout  were  taken 
in  generally  good  numbers  on  all  the  waters  that  hold 
those  fish.— T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (County  Galway).— Since  last  notes  the 
C  orrib  ran  down,  but  is  yet  in  fair  order.  In  the  past  ten 
days  close  on  100  peal  were  killed,  and  the  river  is  full  yet. 
Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  were.  Rev.  Mr. 
Adams,  Hon.  Mr.  Carleton,  Captain  Cunliffa,  Captain 
Henry,  Mr.  T.  G.  P.  Hallett,  Mr.  Gibbons,  and  Mr. 
Smvth-Piggott  — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballys'iannon  and  Belleek).— Although 
the  weather  was  rather  unfavourable  for  angling  during 
the  past  week  atill  good  sport  was  had.  Mr.  R.  M. 
Thornley  landed  two  salmon  of  91b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  T.  M. 
Pike  landed  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  Mr,  S.  V.  Thomas  landed 
two,  a  salmon  of  SJlb.  and  a  grilse  of  61b. ;  Mr.  J.  G. 
Vokina  landed  one  salmon  of  81b.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b. ; 
Mr.  Blythe  took  three  of  81b.,  61b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Henry 
Seton-Karr,  M.P.,  landed  five  salmon  on  July  23  and  24 
of  21Jlb.,  141b.,  121b.,  91b.,  and  81b. ;  Mr.  A.  K.  Tharpe 
landed  a  salmon  of  161b.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  24th  ;  the 
Rev.  Wm.  Verner  landed  five  grilse  of  6lb.,  51b.,  4Jlb., 
31b.,  and  31b.  on  18th.  Capt.  Fyfe- Jameson,  Lieut.  Eyre, 
Major  Bland,  and  others  had  some  good  catches  of  trout 
below  Ballyshannon  Bridge  in  the  evenings  during  the 
past  week. — M.  Roqan  and  Sons. 

Gortnorabbey  Hotel  (Longh  Conn,  Mayo).— 
The  lake  has  at  last  reached  a  most  desirable  heigtit  for 
fishing,  and  very  good  sport  may  be  expected.  Mr. 
Wiggin,  on  the  19th,  killed  half  a  dozen  very  nice  trout, 
the  largest  weighing  6 Jib.  and  the  smallest  IJlb.  Mr. 
Thomas  made  some  very  good  baskets ;  also  killed  some 
nice  pike,  the  largest  weighing  12Jlb.  There  are  no 
salmon  anglers  on  the  lake  at  present ;  if  there  were,  I  am 
sure  they  would  have  some  sport.  Salmon  anglers  on  the 
river  are  doing  well. — The  Manager. 

Hi, larney,— Sport  has  been  good  at  times,  but  on  the 
whole  disappointing  on  lake  or  rivers.  More  rain  is 
wanted,  especially  as  far  as  salmon  fishing  on  the  rivers  is 
concerned.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  not  been  good.  The 
heavier  brown  trout  appear  to  b  3  sluggish  just  now.  On 
Lough  Quittane  small  brown  trout  continue  to  give  some 
fair  sport.  In  the  Glencar  and  Glenbeigh  districts  sport 
has  been  backward  as  far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  and 
generally  fair  at  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Rivars.— Though  the  weather  has  improved, 
from  an  angling  point  of  view,  and  rain  haa  fallen,  sport 
has  not  shown  any  improvement.  On  the  South  Kerry 
water8_ matters  have  been  generally  dull,  except  on  Water- 
ville  river,  where  fair  or  average  sport  haa  ueen  had  at 
ealmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout.  On  thelnneyandCummeragh 
sea  trout  have  afforded  fair  sport,  but  no  salmon  have  been 
had  to  my  knowledge  on  any  of  those  waters  last  week. 
On  the  Feale,  Pale,  Smerlagh,  and  Cashen,  in  North 
Kerry,  a  few  silmon  have  been  had,  and  some  sea  trout ; 
but  the  slackness  of  sport  in  North  Kerry  is  attributed 
chiefly  to  low  and  falling  waters,  and  not  to  absence  of  fish. 
Rain  is  badly  rjquired,  and  when  it  takes  place  sport  should 
be  really  first  rate  on  those  rivers  that  hold  an  abundant 
stock  of  salmon,  &c. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Corrib. — The  fishing  has  been  very  good  here 
for  the  past  week.  Mr.  Garton,  Mr.  Ellis,  and  Mr. 
Roberts  are  getting  good  baskets  daily.  On  Saturday  last 
Mr.  GartoQ  got  a  71b.  trout  on  the  fly — O'D. 

Iiough  Cnrrane,  &c.  (Waterville  co  Kerry).— 
Sport  la?  b  len  good,  generally  speaking,  on  Lough 
Currane  since  last  report.  To  give  fnll  details  of  all  the 
sport  obtained  would  occupy  too  much  space.  Where  at 
least  fifteen  boats  have  been  out  daily  even  a  list  of  one 
day's  sport  would  take  up  a  quarter  of  a  column  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  It  will  therefore,  perhaps,  suffice  to  aay 
that  the  average  basket  of  sea  trout  contained  about  aeven 
fish.   Colonel  Croker,  on  one  day,  had  two  peal,  S^lb.  and 
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51b.,  and  eight  sea  trout,  and  several  good  brown  trout. 
On  another  day,  a  salmon  of  6Ib.  and  a  dozen  sea  trout, 
and  a  half  dozen  brown  trout  of  good  size.  On  a  third  day 
the  Colonel  had  ten  sea  trout  and  a  nice  diah  of  brown 
trout,  and  has  generally  good  sport  at  trout  since.  Other 
anglers  had  also  good  sport  during  the  week.  On  the 
upper  lakes  sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  usual,  though  it 
is  exhibiting  a  decided  improvement  at  time  of  writing. 
Sport  at  salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  is  once  more  good  oa 
the  preserved  portion  of  Waterville  river,  which  still  main- 
tains its  reputation  of  being  the  best  water  for  salmon  and 
sea  trout  in  Ireland.  A  charge  of  lOa.  per  day,  however, 
19  made  for  each  rod  on  this  water  per  day,  and  conse- 
quently it  is  never  overfished.  Nothing  doing  on  the 
Inney,  but  on  the  Cnmmeragh  some  sea  trout  are  being 
got.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiougrh  Melvin.— Mr.  G.  Hayes  took  one  grilse  of 
6lb.  on  19th  inst. ;  Mr.  M.  Murray,  another  of  71b.  on 
same  day;  Mr.  A.  Cleary  took  two  trout  (Salmo  fero,v), 
trolling,  of  3Jlb.  and  2|lb.,  on  22nd  inst. ;  Mr.  H.  Gore 
took  a  grilse  of  51b.  on  18th  inst. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Irvine  took 
another  of  6|lb.  on  23rd  inst. ;  Mr.  E.  Mulhern  took  a  fine 
trout  [Sahno  ferox)  oi  6|lb.  on  20th  inst.  Trouting  has 
much  improved  on  the  lake  within  the  piet  few  days.— M 
KoGAN  AND  Sons. 

IiOTig'li  Weagh.— Pollen  netting  is  about  the  average, 
whilst  demand  from  London  and  other  'cross-Channel 
markets  is  good.  Trout  netting  is  also  fair.  We  noted  a 
brace  of  handsome  lake  trout,  101b.  and  9Jlb.  respectively, 
m  the  window  of  a  Belfast  fishmonger  the  other  day. 
Salmon  are  yet  running  the  lough  to  the  Maine,  Black- 
water,  Moyola  Ballinderry,  &c.— J.  A.  B. 

Hoy  and  Loug-li  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— 
River  in  good  order,  and  all  the  pools  swarming  with 
grilse  'and  sea  trout ;  anglers  are  getting  from  one  to  six 
grilse  daily.  Lough  fishing  still  continues  dull.— Pat 
Hbarnes. 

iu^^*"^®"  (^^iffloe,  CO,  Donegal).— The  lakes  of 
the  Kosses  are  m  fair  order  just  now,  and  well  stocked 
with  sea  trout.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Lloyd  killed  one 
salmon  and  four  white  trout  on  Loughanure,  Mr.  Cooper 
had  half  a  dozen  white  trout  on  Dungloe,  Mr.  Carter  four 
^"ite  tront  on  same  water,  and  Colonel  Rogors  four  fish 
on  Tully  lake.  The  charges  for  fishing  the  Rosses  lakes 
are  now  as  follows :— July  1  to  October  31,  3s.  6d.  per 
day,  163.  per  week,  and  £2  monthly ;  CroUy  River  and 
Loughanure,  53.  63.  per  day,  £1  per  week,  and  ^62  IDs 
per  month.  In  addition,  3s.  6d.  per  day  for  man  and 
boat  holding  two  anglers. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Longli  Dergf  (Killaloe).— On  Friday 
night  last  we  were  visited  by  a  most  terrific  thunderstorm 
which  lasted  for  eight  hours.  The  lightning,  too,  was  some- 
thing fearful,  whilst  the  deluge  of  rain  that  followed  sur- 
passed anything  ever  before  experienced  on  the  Shannon 
bport  on  nver  and  lake  has  been  very  poor  in  consequence 
July  18th,  Major  Wheldon,  on  Major  Traherne's  water 
one  grilse,  71b.  19th,  Major  Traherne,  one  grilse,  91b  • 
]i?^S^OTiie,  on  the  Major's  water,  two  grilse,  81b. , 
71b.  20th,  two  grilse,  olb.  each.  21st,  one,  4ilb. :  Major 
Traherne,  one,  51b.  23rd,  Col.  Lonijborne,  two,  51b., 
41b.;  Mr.  H.  Muscroft,  on  Mr.  W.  Young's  water,  two 
^fr.  ^**>        Muscroft,  three  grilse.  71b.,  51b.' 

41b. ;  Mrs.  Muscroft,  four  grilse.  61b.,  41b.,  41b.,  31b. ;  Major 
lraherae,_  three  grilse,  71b  ,  51b.,  41b.  Messrs.  E.  Peat 
and  his  friend.  Mr.  Samuel  Whitaker,  who  arrived  from 
Ji.ngland  last  Tup sday,  have  been  enjoying  some  nice  sport 
this  week.  On  Wednesday,  the  first  time  they  went  out 
on  Lough  Derg,  Mr.  Peat  landed  a  very  handsome  pike  of 
^Olb,,  another  of  lesser  weight,  and  several  fine  perch. 
Uoth  gentlemen  have  also  done  well  among  the  perch  and 
roach  on  the  river  below  Killaloe.  where  Mr.  R.  Hope  of 
Maidenhead,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Gibbons  did  such  wonder- 
ful execution  with  the  roach  last  autumn,  they  having 
basketed  m  two  successive  days  159  fish,  weighing  a  little 
under  2owt.,  the  best  bags  ever  made  on  the  Shannon.— 
13.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr  H 
Hare  Winton  killed,  19th,  one  peal,  BJlb.  ;  2lst,  one  peal! 
iln  ?,  nn.,'  salmon,  181b.  On  Prospect  the  fishermen 
killed,  20th,  two  peal,  41b.  and  51b. ;  23rd,  one  peal,  5*lb.  • 
24th,  one  peal,  4lb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  T.  Chippendale 
Higgm  kiUed,  18th,  one  peal,  4|lb. ;  19th,  two  peal,  41b. 
^Ib. ;  21st,  one  peal,  41b. ;  24t,h,  one  peal,  2Hb.  On 
ilermitage  the  fishermen  killed,  19th,  one  peal  5Jlb  ■  23rd 
one  peal,  5ilb.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  H.  Muscroft 'killed! 
loth,  one  peal,  41b.— John  Enright  and  Son. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Ballycotton.— Pollack  are  now  giving  good  sport  at 
and  around  this  station,  but  only  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  harvesting  operations  being  engaging  the  attention  of 
most  ot  the  local  anglers.  Visitors  are  not  much  in 
evidence,  though  later  on  many  are  expected  down  for  the 
autumn  sea  fishing,  which  ia  usually  good  here.  Bass  and 
mullet  are  arriving  close  inshore. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.— Sport  has  been  very  good  at  and  around 
this  station  for  the  past  week.  PoUack  gave  really  good 
sport,  at  least  as  far  as  numbers  are  concerned,  but  no 
— T  weighing  more  than  51b.    Bass  are  arriving. 

Brighton.— We  have  had  intensely  hot  weather  and  a 
calm  sea  for  some  days  past.  Numbers  of  boat  anglers 
were  out  on  July  22,  a  mUe  or  so  from  the  pier  heads. 
Mackerel  continue  to  "school"  within  a  mile  of  the 
shore— off  Kemptown— and  good  takes  are  being  made  by 
the  netemen,  who  use  a  net  about  300yds.  in  length  and 
eight  fathoms  in  depth,  leaded  at  the  bottom  and  cork 
Moated  at  top.  The  fish  are  smaU— young  broods.  Prawns 
are  abundant  on  the  Kemptown  rocks.  Plaice  and  dabs 
should  come  in  during  the  next  week  or  so.  Small  mussels 
are  a  good  bait,  and  may  be  gathered  in  any  number  on 
the  rooks.  To  secure  a  good  catch  of  plaice,  anchor  near 
the  shore  and  fish  on  a  flowing  tide,— H. 


Darrynane  (Co.  Kerry).— On  Saturday  and  Monday 
sport  hifl  been  very  good  at  pollack  at  Coomaconclane, 
and  on  those  days  some  fair  takes  of  gurnard  and  whiting 
were  also  had.  Bass  and  mullet  are  coming  in  at  and 
about  the  strand  at  Bonavalla.- T.  J  D 

Dingle  (Co.  Kerry).- Owing  to  very  favourable 
weather,  sport  in  all  departments  has  shown  a  decided 
improvement.  Sport  is  showing  farther  improvement  all 
round  at  time  of  writing,  and  the  outlook  for  the  next  few 
days  at  least  is  good.  Weather  now  calm  and  overcast 
and  sea  quite  smooth. — T.  J.  D. 

_  Deal  (The  Pier).- Pier  fishing  is  stiU  very  poor 
indeed,  its  only  redeeming  feature  being  the  few  pollack 
that  are  daily  taken.  Pouting  are  unusually  scarce,  and 
the  large  number  of  juvenile  viaitiog  anglers  are  daily 
doomed  to  dire  disappointment.  A  few  good  boat  catches 
have  been  made,  though  pouting  have  constituted  almost 
the  entire  catch  in  each  case.  On  July  22  Mr.  Ward  and 
two  friends  landed  with  a  huge  pail  full  of  pouting,  and  in 
the  afternoon  he  and  Mr.  Goddard  brought  ashore  four 
and  a  half  score.  A  few  pollack  and  some  two  score 
pouting  made  up  the  pier  total  for  the  day.  On  Monday 
Messrs.  Nowell,  Wardell,  Bowles,  Hawkins,  and  Lack- 
mgton  met  with  scant  success  during  the  day,  but  in  the 
evening  they  managed  close  on  thirty  pollack  between 
them.  Tuesday  witnessed  but  poor  sport  throughout  the 
day.  though  some  nice  pollack  were  taken,  including  one 
of  2  Jib.,  which  fell  to  Mr.  Jones's  rod,  being  the  largest  of 
its  species  taken  this  season.  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Wardell, 
and  others  were  also  favoured  with  a  few  in  the  evening' 
Mr  Litchfield  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Smith  brought  ashore  ten 
and  a  half  score  pouting,  the  result  of  three  hours' 
fishing.  To-day  (Wednesday)  matters  have  ruled  very 
slow,  scarcely  any  return  being  made  by  little  less  than 
two  score  rods  and  lines.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  T.  H 
Sims  hooked  and  landed  a  pollack  upon  the  pier  which  was 
firmly  encircled  about  its  head  and  shoulders  by  an 
edible  crab,  and  thus  enpinioned  the  double  catch  was 
easily  secured.— J.  Richardson  (B.S  A,S.). 

Djal.— We  are  having  quite  tropical  weather,  and  the 
water  is  very  clear,  which  suits  for  pouting  catching 
The  consequence  is  severe.  Very  good  takes  have  been 
landed.  Messrs.  Mordan,  Tracey,  and  other  gentlemen 
tnends  sailed  down  from  Southend  in  the  rolunteer  on 
Monday,  and  cast  anchor  on  the  Stone  Wreck,  where  I 
joined  them,  and  the  entire  catch  was  about  nine  score 
pouting,  one  soaall  bream,  and  one  small  pollack.  Yester- 
day (Tuesday)  the  boat  landed  one  score  nice  fla,tfish  from 
the  mud  bank  opposite  the  north  end.— Edward  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.),  Kenwyn,  North  Parade. 

Plynxonth.— Sea  fishing  of  all  kinds  is  now  in  full 
swing.  Both  amateur  and  professional  are  enjoying  them- 
selves to  their  heart's  content.  In  this  month  hake  are 
gettin?  plentiful,  and  they  can  be  caught  on  long  lines  in 
the  offing.  They  increase  in  numbers  as  the  pilchards 
arrive,  as  these  are  a  very  favourite  food  with  them.  The 
restnotions  m  the  trawling  limit  of  three  miles  from  shore 
18  improving  the  supply  of  hake  as  well  as  other  sea  fish 
bkate  are  now  getting  in  season,  but  all  the  ray  tribe  are 
considered  as  bast  as  food  in  Septtmber,  October  and 
November.  Our  friends  to  the  westward,  in  Cornwall 
will  soon  be  looking  out  for  the  pilchards,  and  it  is  a  grand 
sight  when  they  have  a  big  catch  of  some  hundreds  of 
hogsheads  to  see  them  all  flipping  about  on  the  shore  in 
their  silvery  scales.  Mackerel  are  inside  the  breakwater 
—William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia.— Pollack  continue  to  give  good  sport  at  and 
around  this  station,  but  very  little  sport  has  been  had  last 
week  at  other  fish.  The  outlook  for  the  next  few  dais  is 
bright  at  time  of  writing.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Sea  anglers  are  now  having  generally 
good  sport  at  pollaok,  but  in  all  other  departments  sport  has 
been  either  ml  or  poor.  Weather  fine,  and  prospects 
better  for  next  few  days.— T.  J.  D. 


principal  fishing  stations— Acle,  Brundall,  Buckenham 
Oantley,  Coltisball,  Haddiscoe,  North  Walsham,  Oalton 
Broad,  Reedham,  Somerleyton,  Wroxham,  &c. 

Notes  on  the   "Broad"    District  is' an'  eight-page 
pamphlet,  giving  some  description  of  Beccles,  Lowestoft 
Norwich,   Brnndill,    Buckenham,  Cantley,  Gorleston' 
Acle,  Yarmouth,  Wroxham,  Haddiscoe,  St.  Olaves  &c 
the  fishing,  &o.,  at  each  place.  '  ' 

"  Quiet  Nooks  on  the  North  Coast  of  Norfolk "  is 
another  eight-page  pamphlet  of  information  as  to  train 
service  and  apartments. 

"  Farmhoupe  and  Country  Lodgings  in  Essex,  Hertford- 
shire, Cambridgeshire,  Suffolk,  and  Nortolk,"  is  a  book 
of  about  ninety  pages,  and,  in  addition  to  a  very  complete 
list  ot  lodgings,  contains  a  well  illustrated  and  well  written 
article  on  some  of  the  principal  holiday  resorts  in  the 
counties  named,  to  be  reached  by  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway. 

"  East  Coast  Watering  Places  "  isa  little  book  of  thirty- 
two  pages,  gmng  fares  and  train  service  between  London 
and  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  and  watering-places 
on  the  Yorkshire  and  north-east  coast, 
r,  T.H®  ^'  ^^^^  Eastern  Railway  Principal  Horse  and 
Lattle  iairs.  Racing,  and  Cricket  Fixtures  for  1900"  wDl 
be  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers,  especially  as  it 
contains  no  less  than  twenty-four  pages  of  information  as 
to  fashing  on  the  Broads  f  f  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 

'East  Anglian  Golf  Links"  will,  we  know,  be  of 
interest  to  a  large  number  of  anglers  who  are  also  golf 
enthusiasts.  * 

"  Farm  and  Dairy  Produce  "  is  a  pamphlet  giving  names 
ot  tarmers  and  others  who  supply  consumers  direct  with 
eggs,  poultry,  fruit,  and  vegetables.  Many  will  be  glad  to 
have  this. 

AH  these  are  issued  gratis,  and  will  be  sent  by  the 
superintendent  of  the  line,  Liverpool-street  Station  E  C 
on  receipt  of  a  card.    The  pamphlets  issued  as  to  Con- 
tinental tours  and  holidays  may  be  obtained,  also  gratis 
trom  the  Continental  traffic  manager. 

Our  readers  who  do  not  know  from  past  experience 
what  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  has  done  and  still  does 
tor  anglers  should  get  all  these  books,  and  we  are  sure 
even  if  they  cannot  avoil  themselves  of  them  they  will  be 
grateful  to  the  G.E  R.  for  the  consideration  shown  to 
anglers. 


Eepotts  from  CIu&s 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


At  this  time  when  people  are  casting  about  in  their 
minds  tor  places  to  spend  their  holidays,  the  admirable 
and  carefully  revised  holiday  literature  issued  by  the 
trreat  Lastem  Railway  Company,  who  are  nothing  if  not 
enterprising  and  up  to  date,  will  afford  even  the  most 
captious  such  a  selection  of  opportunities  and  directions 
IPi-^C     r  recreation,  refreshment,  or  the 

delights  of  travel  and  sport,  afar  and  near  home,  as  can- 
not tail  to  give  satisfaction.  Owing  to  the  limitations  of 
space  we  can  only  mention  a  few  of  the  number  of  books 
and  pamphlets  issued  by  this  company.  It  is  all  to  he 
had  for  the  asking,  with  the  one  exception  of  the  annual 
Illustrated  Official  Guide,"  for  which  Is.  is  charged, 
and  which  is  published  for  the  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way by  Messrs  Casaell  and  Company  Limited,  London 
•11  X- C^uide"  is  good  value,  as  it  contains 
Illustrations  of  scenery  all  over  the  line,  and  of  all  the 
most  noted  mansions,  castles,  &o.,  and  is  as  fnU  of  interest 
as  an  egg  is  fuU  of  meat. 

"  Holiday  Haunts"  is  a  well-illustrated  book  of  120 
pages,  prefaced  by  a  map  showing  the  company's  stations 
and  contains  articles  on  the  holiday  resorts  of  Norfolk 
hnllolk,  and  Essex,  and  full  information  as  to  railway  and 
other  facihties.  "  Three  Days  at  Hunstanton,"  "  Comelv 
Cromer, '  '•  Mundesley-on-Sea,"  "Cruising  in  Broad- 
land,  In  Constable's  Country,"  "  Burnham-on- 
Orouch,  are  some  of  the  titles  of  the  articles,  aU  of 
which  are  well  written  and  worth  reading' 

'The  Waterways  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk"  ia  not  so 
pretentious  as  "  Holiday  Haunts,"  but  deals  in  the  best 
way  with  the  district  of  the  broads,  and  shows  the  angler 
what  can  be  done  by  this  company— cheap  fishing  tickets 
hotel  accommodation,  &c.  It  commences  with  an  in- 
structive illustrated  article  by  E.  K.  Chatterton,  B. A., 
entitled  With  Camp,  Yacht,  and  Canoe  on  the  Norfolk 
Broads,'  and  includes  a  map  of  the  district,  showing  the 


We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette  St 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

r-*'?^m"'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
T  1^  ^'^        Crown  and  Buckland  A.S.  on 

July  23  was  well  attended,  considering  the  excessive  heat 
ihe  roll  was  called,  ten  societies  being  well  represented. 
Ihe  A.B  b  box  contained  158.  Next  visit  to  Islington 
Brothers  A.S.    Date  later.— Ben  Abrahams 

Abercorn  Angling  Society.  Winstanley  Arms. 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.— Since  last  report 
the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  C.  Mackworth  and 
,^^u     i  bream  ;  and  on  the22Dd,  Mr.  Painter 

141b.  of  bream  and  roach  (largest  bream  31b.  3oz  )  We 
fash  our  first  match  on  Aug.  7,  at  Hampton,  from  ferry  to 
Chelsea  Waterworks.  All  to  start  by  8.3  traia  from 
Clapham  Junction.— Alf.  Painter. 

AUason  United  Srothox*'  Angling  Soolrtj, 
Uuke  of  Susses,  Uxbndge-street,  Netting  HUl  Gate,  W  — 
Ihe  challenge  cup  competition  at  Harefield  tabes  place  on 
July  29.  A  brake  has  been  chartered  to  meet  us  at 
Uxbridge,  on  arrival  of  first  train.  The  condition  of 
match  13  pegged- down  in  the  free  portion  of  canal,  below 
the  Waltoman's  Bridge.  One  rod  only  ;  all  fish  except 
pope,  bleak,  mmnows,  and  eels  are  weighable.  Every 
member  must,  on  ceasing  fishing,  draw  his  peg  and  hand  it 
back  to  secretary ;  start  and  cease  by  signal  from  secretary 
Our  tenth  annual  brake  outing  is  fixed  for  Aug  19 
Eleven  good  prizes  in  cash,  &c.,  are  offered.  Fuller 
particulars  next  issue. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Porti- 
mouth-place,  Lmcoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  July  2''  the 
foUowmg  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Smart,  tench ;  and  Mr  Drew 
perch  and  bream,  heaviest  perch  lib.  8ioz.  On  August  12 
the  first  outing  wiU  take  place  at  Wateringbury  for  several 
good  prizes,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  make  them- 
selves  eligible,  and  compete  for  same.- J.  Chambers 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
taped  btag.  Worship-square.— Had  a  grand  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
July  Jl,  and  a  good  show  of  roach,  bream,  tench,  and  dace 
were  on  show.  Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
Aug.  19,  at  the  Arun  Hotel,  Pnlborough.— G  Hatxes 

Amicable  Waltonianj  Angliag  Sotieiy"  The 
treorge  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Ulerkenweil  —Will 
secretaries  please  note  that  I  have  felt  compelled  to 
toUow  the  example  of  Mr.  Merry,  and  resign  aU 
connection  with  the  above  society  after  fourteen  years' 
service.— R.  E.mbleton. 

Amicable  Waltouian  AngUng  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  ClerkenweU.- 
Un  July  22  the  majority  of  our  members  were  out,  the 
tollowiDg  having  good  shows  of  fish  :  Mr.  Walker  bream  ■ 
Mr.  Hutchingson,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Brealsfo>tb' 
bream,  roach,  and  dace  (largest  bream  41b);  Mr' 
S^'  r?''',^'"  ^."^  '        Frjett,  roach.    On  th« 

2oth  Mr.  Cash  and  Mr.  Steer  were  elected  members  and 
another  oue  proposed. — Reporter 

Rotv^f^n^.^*^*  ""P^  ^^Sf^^'Sr  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.-Since  laat  report  several 
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very  good  shows  of  fish  have  been  recorded.  Mr.  A. 
Elston,  bream,  841b.  8az.,  from  Beocles ;  Mr.  Houghton, 
a  friend,  also  having  over  901b.  bream  from  same  place  ; 
Mr.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  71b.  of  roach  and  dace,  Thames; 
Mr.  F.  Lee,  121b.  of  good  roach  from  Grove  Ferry ;  Mr. 
C.  Watkins,  some  good  roach  and  dace  from  laleworth. 
— W. 

Bftttenea  Friendly  Angling  Sooloty,  Nag's 

Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  the_  22nd  we  fished 
for  the  prizes  not  taken  on  the  loth,  with  the  following 
result:  Mr.  Lucas  takes  second  prize;  Mr.  H.  V.  Wilson, 
third ;  and  Mr.  A.  Dejonge,  fourth.  Mr.  G.  Smeed 
weighed-in  barbel,  roach,  and  chub.  Mr.  G.  Miller  had  a 
fine  show  of  barbel  and  chub.  Mr.  W.  Sayer  was  elected 
an  honorary  member.  We  fish  for  seven  prizes  on 
Aug.  6  and  6 ;  open  ;  roving.  Members  can  weigh-in  on 
the  two  days'  take  together. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  An^llngr  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a  competition  for  their  July  series  of  prizes  (which 
were  not  won  on  the  day  of  the  Central  Association  com- 
petition at  Palboro'),  at  Amberley,  on  the  22nd,  with  the 
following  result:  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  5Jlb.,  first;  Mr.  J. 
Wegley,  31b.  9oz,,  second;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  third ;  and  Mr. 
J.  Davis,  fourth.  Mr.  J.  Martin,  T.  Woodhead,  and  G. 
Miller  weighed-in  some  nice  bream  from  other  waters. — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angfllnsr  Sooiet?.  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.K. — Several  members  weighed-in  on 
the  22nd:  Mr.  W.  Stone,  nice  show  of  roach;  Messrs. 
Wheelhouse  and  Whiley,  fish.  Kobelt  and  Howard  also 
weighed-in.  Will  members  note  we  fish  a  peg-down  match 
at  Pulborough  on  Aug.  12,  when  we  intend  bringing  off 
our  annual  dinner  at  Mr.  Simpson's,  the  Arun  Hotel, 
Pulborough  ?  Will  members  please  let  me  know  soon 
that  intend  going  ?  Also,  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  any 
gentleman's  name  that  would  like  to  acoompmy  us  on  this 
occasion. — Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Auelin^  Society,  Blenheim  Anus, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  Hill. — We  made  Mr.  Law- 
rence a  working  member  on  Wednesdiy  evening.  During 
the  week  the  foUovring  members  have  had  fish  :  Messrs. 
Dagworthy,  roach  ;  Chaplaia,  perch  ;  Pratt,  bream  and 
roach  ;  Wilson,  perch  and  roach  ;  Wilkins,  roach.  Those 
members  who  were  not  present  at  our  last  meeting, 
will  please  remember  onr  match  in  the  Running 
Pound,  at  Uxbridge,  on  July  29,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
big  muster. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothem  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  July  22  Mr.  F.  W. 
Stocker  weighed-in  bream  and  roach,  91b.  ISJoz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Drew,  bream,  perch,  and  roach,  41b.  lOJoz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Morrell,  bream  and  dace;  and  Mr.  C.  Davis,  bream  and 
roach.  All  members  ate  requested  to  note  that  the 
annual  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Aug.  1,  when  the 
election  of  ofBoers  will  take  place  and  several  important 
business  matters  decided.  This  will  also  be  audit  night, 
Mr.  P.  S.  Pavett  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker  being  the 
auditors  appointed. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — Some  very  interesting  reports  were 
handed  in  by  members  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday,  as  no 
less  than  six  prizes  were  secured  by  members  during  the 
previous  week  ;  Mr.  J.  Pennington  also  having  on  view  at 
the  club-room,  three  chub  of  21b  ,  lib.  lOoz.,  and  lib.  9ioz., 
taken  in  Wales.  Another  prize  was  offered  by  a  member  for 
the  competition  on  Saturday  at  Chester.  The  election  of 
another  new  member,  and  a  competition  fixed  for  August 
Bank  Holiday,  shows  how  the  members  display  their 
interest  in  the  association. — Rddd. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — We  had  a 
very  good  show  of  fish  on  July  22,  when  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  C.  Parmenter,  bream ;  H.  Eelley, 
roach  ;  J.  Kelley,  roach  ;  T.  Tucker,  bream  and  roach ; 
R.  Harvey,  bream ;  L.  Ehren,  bream  and  roach  ;  and  J. 
Willooois,  bream.  Other  members  were  out,  but  arrived 
too  late. — A.  Eobertson. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Burlingrton,  Burlington-road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — A  well  attended  meeting  took 
place  last  Wednesday,  July  18,  when  Mr.  Pettifor  and 
Mr.  West  respectively  were  declared  the  winners  of  the 
first  and  second  prizes,  which  condsted  of  a  specimen  and 
other  bream  from  Huntingdon,  and  some  fine  roach. 
The  third  prize  was  not  taken.  A  candidate  was  elected 
an  honorary  member.  A  general  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday  next.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

GnmVrldge  Se&tb  Brothem"  Angling  Sodaty, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  E. — The  outing  to  Wey bridge  was  not  very 
successful,  only  six  members  weighing-in  fish.  The 
lucky  competitors  were  as  follows :  Mr.  E.  H.  Argent, 
first;  Mr.  B.  Smith,  second;  Mr.  R.  Nursey,  third; 
Mr.  W.  Attewood,  fourth;  Mr.  B.  Sawyer,  sen.,  fifth; 
and  Mr.  L.  Stephenson,  sixth.  The  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  on  July  29  at  Harlow,  rovi'n?.  The 
boundiry  is  from  Harlow  Bridge  to  the  first  lock  towards 
Sawbridge worth.  To  start  fishing  at  9.30,  and  cease  at 
seven  o'clock.  Show  fish  at  the  White  Horse  not  later 
than  eight  o'clock.  Messrs.  Elliott  and  Barbet  are  still 
acting  as  stewards.  Mr.  R.  Anderson  had  a  splendid 
show  of  rudd  on  July  22  ;  also  Mr.  Hubbard  with  rudd 
and  roach  —E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society.  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  July  22  we 
had  another  good  show,  Mr.  Adams  leading  with  a  grand 
take  of  bream,  nearly  501b. ;  Messrs.  Goes,  bream, 
51b.  8oz. ;  Parker,  roach  and  dace,  51b  ;  Puller,  roach ; 
Mann,  roach;  Brock,  dice;  Taylor,  roach  and  bream; 
Galloway,  bream ;  Reynolds,  roach  and  bream  ;  Elsley, 
roach.  We  have  decided  for  a  brake  outing  on  Sept.  9  to 
Bt.  Margaret's ;  tickets  3s.— R.  Marshall. 


Clapham  Jnnotlon   Angling    Soolety.  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Jnnotion,  S.W.— 

The  following  members  weighed-in  on  the  22nd. :  Mr.  C. 
Greenfield,  bream,  largest  fish,  31b.  9|oz. ;  J.  Willgoss, 
one  bream,  21b.  2J:0z.  ;  J.  Thome,  dace,  41b.  Sjoz. 
Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  day's  outing  on 
July  29  at  Woking.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8  44. 
We  have  made  another  new  member,  Mr.  H.  Pleasance. — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
weld-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  July  22  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  :  Bampton,  bream  and  tench  ;  Farmer, 
bream  and  roach ;  Coulson,  bream  and  roach.  We  have 
seven  prizes  worth  going  for  on  Bank  Holiday  outing. — 
Thos.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Eodety,  Kensal-road,  W.— I  am 
sorry  to  see  so  few  members  weighing-in  lately.  On  the 
22nd  the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  111b. 
bream ;  J.  Reddel,  bream  and  perch,  31b. ;  T.  Twyman, 
carp,  21b.  8oz. ;  T.  Collins,  roach,  he  also  wins  the  last 
prize  of  the  first  club  match.— T.  Twtman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Sooletj  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.B. — The  following — 
Messrs.  Gooding,  Jarrett,  W.  Poole,  C.  Poole,  Emberson, 
J.  Downes,  E.  Monk,  E.  Elsey,  Malabone,  Ball,  Warr, 
Boyd,  and  Sorge  have  had  some  very  good  trays  of  fish. 
We  fish  our  outing  on  July  29.  Six  prizes;  one  rod. 
Two  may  be  carried.— F.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  Sodetj;,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buokuigham  Gate,  8.W.— On  July  22  Mr.  J.  T. 
White  weighed-in  tench,  and  J.  White  roach.  We  have 
an  outing  to  Shepperton  on  July  29  for  four  prizes, 
from  the  ferry  to  Weybridge.  Cease  fishing  at  seven 
o'clock.— J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King'c 
Arms,  Long  Aero,  W.C.  —  On  July  22  Messrs.  W, 
Hopping  weighed-in  tench ;  John  Massey,  tench ;  Cut- 
bush,  perch  and  tench  ;  James  Massey,  bream  and  perch; 
and  Katin,  porch  and  roach.  Mr.  Cntbush's  largest 
tench,  2Jlb.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Ive  weighed-in  ack  acd 
perch. — W.  M. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  36,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C.— Our  match 
at  Amberley  on  July  22  resulted  as  follows :  Messrs.  W. 
Long,  6]b.  2oz.,  first;  G.  Norris,  51b  14oz.,  second ;  C. 
Walter,  51b.  7oz.,  third;  Glover,  41b.  9oz  ;  J.  Mac- 
donnell,  31b.  lloz.  Mr.  Burton  had  91b.  of  roach  and 
bream;  and  H.  Haines,  roach  and  rudd  from  other  waters. 
Our  return  visit  was  a  success.  Onr  clnb-room  was  com- 
fortably filled,  which,  considering  the  weather,  was 
surprising.  On  behalf  of  our  society  I  wish  to  return  my 
sincere  thanks  to  the  visiting  clubs  who  answered  the  roll 
call ;  also  to  the  artistes  who  obliged  us  with  some  excel- 
lent harmony  during  the  evening. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

'Talston  Angling  Society  Browmow  arms, 
i  rownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  July  22  several  members 
competed  at  Cheshunt  for  the  prizes  left  over  from  the 
15th.  Result,  blank.  The  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on 
July  29.  Same  water ;  same  conditions.  Messrs.  H. 
Poore,  A.  Morgan,  and  G.  Davies  had  a  fine  show  of 
bream,  roach,  rudd,  and  perch  from  other  waters.  On 
Tuesday,  the  24th,  a  fair  attendance,  when  several  items 
were  disposed  of.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
the  Slst.    Important.— S.  Malby. 

Duchess  Angling  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E. — Some  nice  roach  and  rudd  were 
shown  at  the  club  on  the  19th  inst, ,  and  on  the  22nd  Mr. 
Hcokerday  weighed-in  51b.  15oz.  of  roach,  nice  class;  and 
myself  21b.  2oz.  Members  please  note  our  first  Sunday 
outing  is  to  Pulborough,  on  the  29th.— G.  F.  Mont- 
gomery. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  8.W.— Our  outing  on  the  22nd  was  a  great 
success,  and  resulted  in  the  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr. 
Mathews  with  bream  and  tench ;  second,  Mr.  Jones,  with 
terch  ;  third,  Mr.  Anstee,  tench.  Our  next  outing  will 
take  place  on  Aug.  5. — E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dnlwich  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich. — Several  members  were  out 
on  July  22  at  Weybridge,  and  had  fairly  good  sport  with 
roach,  bream,  and  perch.  We  are  arranging  an  outing 
for  Aug.  19,  when  several  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for. 
Next  meeting  night  Monday,  July  30 —E.  Dtball. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — A  few  of  our  members  were  out 
on  July  22,  and  weighed-in  as  follows  :  Mr.  Ashmore, 
roach,  perch,  and  bream,  71b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Wells,  roach  and 
dace,  41b.  ISoz.— T.  Biggs. 

Forest  Qate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  Forest  Gate.  E.— On  the  22nd  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in :  Mr.  H.  Creeke,  9Jlb.  bream,  largest  31b. ; 
Mr.  Durell,  bream,  largest  21b,  9oz.  We  had  another 
prize  offered  Tuesday  night  for  largest  jack  during  the 
season  ;  also  open  to  hon.  members. — H.  F.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.  W. — The  following 
weighed-in  on  the  22nd :  Messrs.  Bailey,  EUins,  Verity, 
Mowl,  and  Smithson.  No  meeting  on  the  24th,  owing  to 
Carnival.  Our  outing  t-nkoa  pinoe  on  July  29 ;  8  60  from 
Victoria  Station  to  Ashursi.  — A  VV.  Bllins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.  The  Orown  Churoh- 
itreet.  Shoreditch.— Messrs.  Moore,  Maybury,  Thompson, 
and  Whitmore  brought  in  some  good  roach  and  bream 
on  the  22nd.  On  the  24th  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members ;  one  new  member  made. — R.  M. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  _N. — We 
had  a  special  outing  to  Amberley  on  the  22Qd  inst.  for 
five  prizes,  with  the  following  result :  First,  J.  Osborne  ; 
second,  C.  Watling;  third,  B.  Dutton ;  fourth,  J.  A. 
Fitch ;  fifth,  W.  Brooks.  The  following  members  also 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  G.  Francis,  T.Worth,  H,  W.  Collier, 
J.  Fetrie,  and  H.  Hutchiags.   Secretaries  are  particularly 


requested  to  forward  their  returns  re  G.  Francis  benefit. 
— J.  A.  Fitch. 
Great  Tarmonth  Piscatorial  Society.  —  The 

third  match  of  the  season  was  fished  at  Friiton,  on  the 
19th  inst.,  and,  like  the  last  match,  was,  comparatively 
speaking,  a  failure  so  far  as  sport  was  concened.  The  day 
was  very  hot,  with  variable  winds,  and  the  fish  were  feed- 
ing poorly  at  uncertain  depths.  One  noted  feature  was 
the  peculiarity  of  the  eels,  which  were  caught  in  consider- 
able numbers  at  a  depth  of  3ft.  from  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  majority  of  the  competitors  were  unable  to 
get  a  bite  "  on  the  floor,"  and  the  shifting  of  floats  was 
vastly  amusing.  The  match  was  well  attended,  some 
thirty-two  members  taking  part,  of  whom  twenty-six 
weighed-in  the  small  weight  of  681b.  9oz  :  Messrs.  Jas. 
Read  (61b.  4oz.),  Samuel  Greystone  (51b.  5oz.),  G.  W. 
Beech  (51b.  4oz.),  and  A.  E.  Bond  (5lb.  2oz.)  were  the 
winners  of  the  prizes  offered  by  the  society,  and  also  thus 
became  eligible  for  the  semi-final  of  the  "  Foultham 
Challenge  Cup."  Mr.  G.  W.  Beech  ably  carried  out  the 
duties  of  umpire,  and  who  had  as  his  assistant  Mr.  E.  W. 
Buckingham. 

Haroonrt  Angling  Society.  Haroourt  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W.  —  We  had  some  bream  and  roaoh 
on  the  trays  on  July  22,  but  not  a  large  quantity,  just 
over  101b.  being  the  largest  take.  I  hope  members  will 
not  forget  the  match  on  July  29,  and  also  that  only  one 
rod  is  to  be  carried. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hatoham  Brothers  Angling  Eociety,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  S.E, — On  July  22  the  members 
resumed  their  match  for  the  untaken  prizes,  at  Yalding. 
Only  two  of  the  prizes  were  taken,  one  by  Mr.  R.  C. 
Jttdd,  with  a  nice  show  of  roach,  and  the  other  by  Mr. 
W.  Moule,  with  perch.  The  secretary  read  the  state- 
ment from  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  death  of  brother 
Grist  with  great  regret.  He  was  an  old  and  valued 
member  of  the  Hatoham  Brothers  in  its  earlier  days, 
and  can  quite  appreciate  the  loss  of  the  Lychnobite 
Brothers.  The  Hatoham  Brothers  thank  the  Lychnobites 
and  "  Dragnet "  for  kindly  mentioning  the  Hatcham 
Brothers  in  connection  with  the  matter,  and  had  it  been 
brought  to  their  notice  earlier  they  would  certainly  have 
been  represented. — W.  Tarry. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road ,  HoUoway,  N. — Some  of  our  mem- 
bers have  this  week  again  managed  to  get  some  good  fish. 
.The  chief  shows  have  been  bream  taken  by  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  several  fish  from  41b.  13oz.  to  31b.  5oz.,  barbel 
(largest  41b.  loz.),  and  a  fine  chub  41b.  5:  z  ,  taken  by  Mr. 
Saunders.  The  books  of  rules  and  prize  lists  are  now 
completed,  and  can  be  had  on  application  to  the 
secretary. 

Hounslow  and  Isloworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — We  had  a  large 
meeting  on  July  25,  Mr.  Duffy  in  the  chair.  A  large  entry 
has  been  received  for  onr  roach  competition.  Mr.  Allen 
Morgan  has  had  some  nice  roach  and  perch ;  Mr. 
Whenman,  roach ;  Mr.  Brougham,  roach,  dace,  and  a 
tench  of  lib.  9oz.,  caught  near  Richmond  Lock  ;  Mr.  Pope, 
roach  and  some  very  large  gudgeon,  several  of  them  over 
7in.— J.  M.  Bbougham. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E. — On  the  22nd  Messrs. 
Wiltshire  and  Fish  wei?hed-in  bream.  The  members  will 
compete  for  prizes  on  July  29,  from  Harlow  to  Burnt 
Mill,  in  the  river  Stort.  Mr.  Hendall  was  elected  a 
member  on  the  24th.  Next  Tuesday,  3lst,  quarterly  night. 
—Johnny. 

Islini^ton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road.  —  The  following  weighed-in  on 
July  22 :  Mr.  C.  Reeves;  71b.  7|oz.  bream  and  roach ; 
Mr.  Wilkes,  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Perry,  roach.  We 
fish  a  peg-down  match  at  Maldon  East  on  August  26  for 
several  prizes. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Tiaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  We 
compete  for  five  special  prizes  on  July  29,  on  the  Arun, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  alight  at  Pulborough  or 
Amberley  stations.  There  are  also  four  "specials"  to 
be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next,  Aug.  1,  on  any  part  of 
the  Stort.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  we  have  had 
four  good  shows  of  bream  weighed-in  from  the  Welsh 
Harp  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Crabb,  and  the  Bros.  Redington. 
Having  arranged  a  match  to  take  place  on  August  18  in 
the  School  Pound  at  Langly,  will  members  attend  next 
week  to  arrange  if  we  shall  go  by  brake  or  train — G. 
Bence. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E.— On  Friday  Mr.  T.  Carter 
and  Mr.  Eley  had  a  good  take  of  bream.  Saturday  Mr. 
J.  W.  Freeman  and  Mr.  J.  Ross  got  among  the  bream  and 
perch  ;  and  on  Sunday  Mr.  P.  Sturgess  weighed-in  a  nice 
take  of  roach,  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Freeman  and  Mr.  J.  Ross, 
bream  again.  On  the  29th  inst.  we  have  a  competition  at 
East  Farleigh. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Sooletf,  Metropolitan,  Wic- 
ohester-street,  Pentonville-road,  N. — On  July  22  the 
following  members  weighed-in  fish :  Mr.  Briley,  roaoh 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  Cook,  roaoh  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Biggs,  bream 
and  roach ;  Mr.  Symes,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Webber, 
perch  and  roach ;  Mr.  Sturman  and  Mr.  Bowdrey, 
roach  and  dace.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  next  week 
to  arrange  date  of  next  outing. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — On  the  18th  a  few  of  our  members  fished 
Ellesmere  mere  for  some  prizes,  but,  most  unluckily, 
found  the  water  badly  broken,  and  this,  in  conjunction 
with  the  glaring  sunshine,  made  success  impossible.  In 
the  result,  Mr.  J.  Pennington  (good  old  sturdy  jack) 
was  first ;  Mr.  Woolfall,  second ;  and  Mr.  Veale,  third. 
PPhe  sun  was  so  powerful,  and  the  heat  so  exhanstiiig  that 
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fishing  was  ibandoned  from  tfn  to  two  for  recuperation. 

— K.  WOOLFALL, 

Iilfchnobite  An^lin^  Society,  Ben  Johnson,  Shoe- 
kne,  E.G. — Oar  annual  summer  dinner  and  competition 
will  take  place  on  Saturday,  Aug.  11,  at  Heitford. 
Should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  hon.  members  who 
would  like  to  go. — Sid  Ransom. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  match  at 
the  Rye  House  was  not  a  success,  as  most  of  our  members 
were  out  for  specimen  fish,  and  only  one  prize  was  taken 
and  that  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  C.  Lamb,  jun.  On 
July  29  a  boundary  match  takes  place  at  Harlow  for 
the  remaining  six  prizes.  We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  by 
the  following:  Messrs.  H.  Hart,  bream  and  roach;  S. 
Polykett.  bream  ;  J.  Baton,  roach  ;  W.  Moore,  bream  and 
roach  ;  C.  Lamb,  jun. ,  roach ;  and  M.  Walton,  perch.— G. 
Taylor. 

North  Iiondon  Angling'  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpocl-road.— On  July  IG  we  took  our 
return  visit  on  the  Cierkeawell  and  District  Visiting  List. 
Sixteen  clubs  responded  to  the  rell-call.  On  July  15  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  H.  Stretch,  bream,  heaviest 
31b.  5Joz. ;  W.  Stretch,  bream  and  roach ;  8.  Harris, 
bream.  On  the  22nd  good  shows  of  fish  were  shown  by 
S.  Harris,  barbel;  T.  Harri?,  bream;  H.  Chiiatmas, 
barbel  and  perch  ;  W.  Stretch,  roach  and  dace ;  G 
Hellicar,  chub;  Messrs.  Payne,  sen.  and  jun,  having  a 
fine  show  of  roach  from  the  Lea. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  OgUnder  Hotel 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.B.— On  July  22  Mr. 
Griffin  had  a  bream  and  roach  weighing  together  21b  4oz 
Mr.  Woods  had  5Jlb.  roach,  rudd,  and  bream  mixed. 
Both  these  gentlemen  vitra  tco  late  to  weigh-in  for  the 
competition.  On  Aug.  12  Mr.  S.  Thatcher's  prize,  value 
one  guinea,  will  be  competed  for,  together  with  Mr. 
Cutts's  and  Mr.  Cockerill's  prizes  of  lOa.  6d.  Conditions 
settled  next  week.  Mr.  Allen  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
■  Gurney  as  a  member  of  this  society.— H.  W.  Morgan. 
Original  Alexandra  Angling  Sooicty.  GrowD 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  the 
22nd,  A.  Birch  weighed-in  61b,  6jz  roach  and  dace. 
C.  Hilliard  was  elected  a  working  member. — G.  Barrs. 

Original  CUrkenwell  Pis  ato  ial  Society, 
Coioh  and  Horses,  St.  John's-lane,  Clerkenwell.— Ou 
July  22  the  following  weighed- in  :  Mr.  Foster,  bream  and 
roach,  151b.;  Mr.  J.  English,  bream;  Mr.  G.  English 
bream  and  peich;  Mr.  T.  Hodgson,  roach.— A.  Hill. 

Phoenix  Angling  Sooletj, ,  The  l  avistook,  Btibbicg- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  July  22  Messrs.  Bonffler  and  Nobby 
bad  a  good  show  of  bream  and  roach,  28lb.  and  221b, 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  week,  and  clear 
for  the  Bank  Holiday  outing.  Will  members  please 
silence  their  fifh  as  much  as  possible  during  the  hot 
weather,  or  we  shall  be  asked  to  pay  Mr.  Tinson's 
doctor's  bill  — R.  C. 

Kojial  Georete  '  ng ling  Society  Queen'a  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square.— On  July  22  we  had  a  nice 
show  of  fish  upon  our  trays  by  the  following  members  : 
Messrs.  W.  Allpert,  bream ;  Longland,  perch,  dace ; 
Trotter,  chub ;  Holder,  carp  and  roach ;  Gibbons,  dace  • 
Pope,  barbel;  Speelman  and  Lewis,  roach.  Our  outing 
takes  place  on  Aug.  19  —J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  feociety.  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E.— On  July  22  the  following  weighed- 
io  :  Messrs.  E  Perry,  roach  ;  Tisshaw,  roach  ;  Merrigold 
roaoh;  F.  Pignatelli,  roach;  G.  Williams,  roach;  J. 
Stanley,  roach ;  J.  Payne,  roach.— F.  Pignatelli. 

South  Bermondsaj:  Club  and  Xnstuute  Pis  a- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  July  22  Messrs. 
P.  Allam  weigheJ-in  roaoh,  bream,  and  dace;  W.  Costin, 
chub;  and  J.  H  Davies,  bream  and  roach.  On  Friday 
next,  27th  inst.,  we  have  to  arrange  the  next  monthly  ont- 
iog,  which  will  take  place  on  Aug.  5.  Hoping  all  members 
will  be  present.— J.  H  Davies. 

Stock-weU  Aneling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham.— Messrs.  Lucas  and  Adams  weighed-in 
roach  on  July  22nd.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Jenkins  and 
Anstey  were  nomiaated  as  working  members,  and  Mr. 
Hemmens  as  an  hon.  member.  The  next  prize  outing  will 
take  place  at  Yaldit  g  on  Aug.  12,  usual  conditions. 

Stratford  Angling  Societjr,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  July  22  the  following 
weighed-in  a  good  show  of  bream,  roach,  and  rudd  • 
Messrs,  Sandiland,  Grande,  F.  Bates,  Humphreys 
Simmons,  and  Payne. — G.  A.  Payne.  ' 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Wirdeor  Castle,  King'e- 
street,  Hamm^rsmitb.— Arrangements  for  our  outing  to 
Langley  on  July  29  are :  Go  by  first  train  from  West- 
bourne,  Park  or  subsequent  train,  to  Langley ;  cease  fishing 
at  eight  o'clock ;  boundary,  Langley  to  Slough.  Mr. 
King's  cup  and  nine  other  prizes  to  fish  for.  During  the' 
week  Mr.  J.  C.  Powles  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from 
Twickenham. — C.  E.  Lock. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— On  July  22  our  annual 
outing  and  match  for  given  prizes  took  place  at  Sandgate, 
ttie  following  members  being  successful :  Mr.  W.  It. 
Lawes,  first  prize  for  the  heaviest  catch  of  fish,  also' Mr! 
Carpenter's  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish  taken  and  first  for 
another  specimen  prize;  Mr.  Freak,  second;  Mr  8 
Drag.-,  third;  Mr.  Charles,  fourth;  Mr.  Wilderspin' 
fifth;  Mr.  Todman,  sixth;  Mr.  Payne,  seventh;  Mr 
Carpenter,  eighth ;  Mr.  F.  Belton,  ninth  ;  Mr.  W.  Drage, 
tenth;  Mr.  CoUings,  eleventh;  Mr.  Champion,  twelfth- 
Mr.  J.  Oockerton,  thirteenth. — F.  H.  Beak.  ' 
Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Scoiety,  Princess 

Victoria,   Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,    N.W.  On 

July  22  the  following  weighed-in :  F.  Griffith,  roach  and 
dace ;  T.  Austin,  roach ;  W.  Bond,  perch ;  P.  Moseley 
roach.— W.  H.  B. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— As  the  result  of  the 


llngling  ^tjetures. 

July  29.   

Allaeon  United  :  Ma^ch  at  Hartfield. 
Amicable  Waltonians  :  Oatiog. 
Blenheim  ;  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Lipaed  prize  outing. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Wokicg 
Calliugwood  :  Prize  cutiog. 
Cosy  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing, 
Dnchess  :  Competition. 
Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Boxmoor, 
Elgin :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Golden  Barbel :  Outing. 
Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Prizft  outing. 
Junior  Pisoatorials  :  Match  at  Farleigh. 
North-Eist  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Sundial :  Outing  to  Langley. 
Wellington :  Prize  outing. 
White  Halt :  Match  at  Ware. 
July  31. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Stort. 


Aug, 


6.— AUason  United  :  Brake  outing, 

6.— Amicable  Brothers :  Match  at  Pulborongh. 

5. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Prize  outing. 

5. — Earlefield  :  Outing. 

5.  — South  Bermondaey  :  Outing. 

6.  — Bank  Holiday 

11.  — Lychnobite  :  Summer  outing  to  Hertford. 

12.  — Alma :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 
12  — Blackfriirs  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
12.— Oglander  :  Prize  outing. 

12.— Stookwell :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

19. — Bast  Dulwich  :  Outing. 

19. — Royal  George  :  Outing. 

26.— Islington  Brothers :  Match  at  Maldon  East. 


competition  on  July  22  at  Burnt  Mill,  the  prizes  were 
taken  in  order  as  follows :  Mr.  Parnham,  first ;  Mr.  Gover 
second;  Mr.  Knight,  third.  On  the  same  date  e 
splendid  catch  of  roach  was  obtained  by  Mr.  A.  Eaton 
who  weighed-in  upwards  of  241b.  Mr.  Flint  also  weighed 
in.  Mr.  S.  Kelsey  also  ciught  fish,  bnt  we  regret  that  he 
was  too  late  to  weigh-in. — W,  Calcutt. 

Wandsworth  Pisoatorials  Winning  Post,  Sou  fa- 
street,  Wandsworth.— Seveial  of  our  members  were  out 
on  the  22nd.  Mr.  T.  Tringham  had  a  grand  show  of 
bream,  211b.,  largest  fish,  3|lb.  Hope  members  will  turn 
up  next  week  for  important  business.— Sec. 

Wenlcck  Angling  Society.  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road.— On  the  22od  we  had  a  nice  show  of  bream 
weighed-in  by  the  following  members  :  Mr.  Buckingham! 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Styman  ;  largest  fish,  Mr.  Buckingham, 
31b.  7oz. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Ooaoi 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  July  22  the 
following  weighed-in:  Mr.  T.  Miller,  Mr.  Pearce,  Mr 
Rason,  jun.,  Mr.  Rason,  sen.,  Mr.  Forster,  jun.,  Mr 
Pethurst,  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  J.  Newton,  Mr.  Homer,  Mr 
Lowther,  all  roach. — R.  Lowther. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart 
Tottenham  Hale,  N.— On  July  22  the  following  had  fish  • 
Messrs.  W.  Bagg,  perch;  A.  Langton,  roach;  W. 
Butler,  roach  ;  W.  Williams,  roach  ;  A.  E.  Hoy,  roach  • 
C.  Dobrey,  roach  ;  H.  Walton,  bream.  We  fish  a  pegged- 
down  match  at  Ware  on  July  29  for  four  prizes  ;  first  prize 
given  by  Mr.  Watson,  proprietor  of  the  Victory,  Ware 
Bridge  ;  second  prize,  lOs.  6d.,  given  by  H.  Walton  •  third 
prize,  10s.  given  by  F.  Hoy  ;  fourth,  six  and  a  half  dozen 
hooks  and  lines,  given  by  W.  Anthony.  All  members  to 
start  by  first  tram  from  Tottenham,  cease  fishing  at 
5  p.ni.  ,  when  a  dinner  will  be  provided  at  the  above  house 
to  which  all  members  are  cordially  invited  to  attend,  the 
expense  of  same  being  paid  out  of  olub  box.— W  E 
Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel 
Wimbledon.  There  will  be  an  all-night  outing  on  Satur- 
day anywhere  on  the  Thames  or  club  water.  Commence 
fishing  not  before  9  p  m  ,  and  weigh-in  next  night  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel  by  9.30  p.m.  Three  prizes,  and  usual 
conditions  as  to  minimum  takes.  Mr.  Lawrence  has  had  a 
T  12oz.,  on  club  water,  and 

Mr.  J.J.  Bovie  an  eel  of  21b.  7oz.  Several  members  have 
made  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace.  The  list  of  special 
prizes  for  the  season  has  been  distributed.  In  all  there 
are  forty-one  items,  including  a  silver  cup,  the  fourth  ot 
the  kind  which  has  been  offered  for  competition  — S 
Peskett. 

Witham  Angling  Society,  Witham,  Essex.— This 
society  s  waters  are  now  open  tor  coarse  fishing,  all  the 
grass  having  been  cut.  Day  tickets  (price  6d.  each)  may 
be  obtained  at  the  society's  headquarters,  The  Angel 
Hotel,  High-street,  Witham.— F.  C.  H.  Setfang. 

Woking  Angling  Club.  —  Our  first  prize  outing 
passed  off  very  pleasantly.    The  prize  winners  were  • 
Messrs.  J.  Heather,  51b.  4ioz.  of  good  roach,  first ;  J, 
Daborn,  21b.  6oz.,  roach  and  bream,  second;  and  H 
Thompson,  21b.  chub,  third.    The  following  also  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  E.  Peacock,  lib.  9f oz  ,  roach;  H.  Crane 
lib.  9Joz.,  dace;  Trouve,  lib.  4-z.,  bream;  Balton,  lib.,' 
roach.    After  the  weigh-in  fourteeu  members  sat  down  to 
an  excellent  cold  collation,  which  was  served  by  our  host 
Mr.  Eaves.    Amongst  other  captures  during  the  week  are 
a  bream  of  4ilb.  by  Mr.  G.  Berry  on  the  BroaJmeads,  and 
81b.  of  good  roach  at  Send,  largest  fish  lib.  S^oz.,  taken 
with  boiled  wheat  by— Wayside  Wanderer. 


Woolwich  Brothers  Aagling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— Several  of  our 
members  booked  out  this  week,  and  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Mr.  W.  Davis,  a  fine  show  of  tench,  and  a  remarkable 
eel  over  lOin.  long  ;  Mr.  Cresswell,  dace  :  Mr.  Howcroft 
tench. — J.  Wensley.  ' 

Ye  Olde  Begalia  Argline  Club,  The  Eagle, 
Augnstus-stieet,  Regent's  Park,  N.W.— On  July  22  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Matthews,  sen.,  Matthews 
jun  ,  Orillman,  Statners.  Club  outing  some  time  next 
month.— C.  Charlton. 


giofftngs  bp  f^c  pap. 

A  NEW  and  original  comic  song,  written  by  an  angler 
for  anglers,  entitled  "  Our  Fishing  Compbtitio.v  "has 
just  been  sent  by  "  Spinning  Minnow"  (the  writer  of 
those  crisp  angling  notes  in  the  Bath  Herald).  The  nrice 
Mr°R  R  M*'  teen  dedicated  (by  permission)  to 

Sons,  13,  Old  Bond-street,  Bath,  and  is  just  the  song  for 
visits,  concerts,  dinners,  suppers.  &o.  There  are  seven  long 
verses  and  a  chorus.  It  is  tall  of  fun  and  "go,"  and  has 
a  rollicking  pianoforte  accompaniment. 


I  paid  a  flying  visit  to  Wroxham  recently,  and  had  a  few 
hours  fishing  on  the  Bure.  A  swim  had  been  prepared 
for  me,  acd  the  keep-net  suspended  from  my  boat  was  soon 
tull— not  ot  large  fish,  but  good  average  size.  Needless  to 
say,  they  were  all  returned.  Early  morning  and  late 
evening  are  the  best  times.  Worms,  gentles,  paste,  boiled 
wheat  are  taken  in  turn,  that  is,  when  in  a  feeding 
*  w""^'!.  anglers  have  had  a  fortnight's  good  sport 
at  Wroxham  (young  "  Drags."),  a  description  of  which 
will  appear  next  week. 


The  weeds  are  still  beiog  cut  at  Brandon-np  as  far  as 
Downham  Bridge.  On  the  2l8t  I  saw  some  fine  takes  of 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Wyatt  accounted  for  181b.  on  one 
day,  and  another  day  201b.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been 
fishing  the  Little  Ouse  for  about  sixteen  years,  and  that 
he  never  saw  so  many  fish  as  there  are  now.  Other 
anglers  including  Mr.  Wyatt,  jun.,  are  doing  very  weU 
Mr.  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel,  knowing  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  fish  without  a  boat,  has  had  some  good 
swims  cut  m  the  middle  of  the  river. 


On  another  page  will  be  found  a  most  interesting  letter 
from  Mr.  Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Association, 
respecting  their  newly-acquired  waters  at  Huntingdon  It 
IS  a  grand  stretch,  and  London  anglers  who  avaU  them- 
selves  of  this  boon  will  find  plenty  of  fish  of  nearly  all 
kinds.  Splendid  rudd  and  bream  abound.  Mr.  Bryant 
(Ot  Huntingdon),  has  some  good  specimens  set  up. 
 >♦ »  »<  

I  HEAR  from  Mrs.  Eldridge,  of  the  Rose  nnd  Crown, 
^l,  Goswell-road,  that  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  afishins 
competition  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  26.  Further  particulars 
will  appear  next  week.  I  hope  to  see  Mrs.  Eldridge  well 
supported  on  this  occasion. 


Mr.  F  W.  Bramall,  fishing  on  Oulton  Broad  recently, 
had  a  splendid  catch  of  perch,,  the  largest  fish  weighing 
T^u  r}^  ,^  preserved.  The  captor  was  fishing  from 
John  Gooch  s,  and  baiting  with  live  shrimps. 

"  Week-ends  in  Hopland  "  is  the  title  of  another  of 
those  valuable  Bijou  Handbooks  for  the  Cyclist  and 
Rambler  issued  by  the  Homeland  Association,  Limited 
53,  Wych-street,  London,  W.O.  These  guides  to  the 
beauty  spots  of  England  have  so  frequently  been  noticed 
that  nothing  more  ca,n  be  said  of  "  Hopland  "  than  that  it 
IS  well  printed,  well  edited.  It  is  illustrated  by  Duncan 
Moul,  and  nicely  bound,  with  rounded  corners  for  the 
breast  pocket.  It  contains  a  good  map,  and  should  be  in 
the  hands  of  all  who  "  love  to  roam." 


u  •  m-\  Cellar  writes:  "Fishing  a  short  distance 
above  Tilehurst  (Thames)  recently,  I  caught  what  I 
took  to  be  at  the  time  a  good-sized  roach.  Afterwards 
a  friend,  having  examined  it,  remarked  upon  several 
peculiarities  of  conformation  altogether  different  to  the 
ordinary  roach.  In  this  case  the  fish  very  much  resembled 
a  bream  having  a  very  hog  back,  with  back  fin  very  erect 
torked  tail,  and  other  fins  far  more  angular  than  in  the 
ordinary  roach.  The  colour  was  very  much  the  same  aa  a 
roach,  except  for  the  belly  and  throat,  which  were  a 
bright  red.  The  fish  weighed  lib.  8oz,  and  was  very 
deep.  Are  there  any  other  records  of  fish  of  this  descrip- 
tion  being  taken  from  the  Thames  ?  If  so,  is  this  not  a 
fairly  good  specimen?  The  following  day  I  hooked 
another,  which  appeared  to  be  the  exact  counterpart  in 
every  way  but  which  I  unfortunately  lost  after  playing 
close  to  the  side  of  the  boat.  Another  roach  I  caught 
12oz  ,  which  on  one  side  of  head  was  a  brilliant  gold 
colour,  unlike  anything  I  had  seen  before."  [The  next 
curiosity  you  capture  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor  He 
will  tell  you  what  it  is.] 


Me  R.  WooLFALL  sends  the  following  extracts  from  a 
letter  from  the  ex-president  of  the  Liverpool  Association 
who  13  now  in  Denver,  Colorado.  "  I  am  quite  in  accord 
with  your  views  on  the  ever  decreasing  number  of  salmon 
and  trout,  and  can  from  my  own  observation  confirm  what 
you  state  in  respect  to  overnetting  in  your  letter  to  the 
papers.    The  time  has  come  when  something  very  definite 
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shoald  be  done  to  prevent  the  complete  destruction  of 
these  fish  in  the  streams  of  England,  and  from  my  experi- 
ence in  the  Border  rivers — the  Esk,  the  Derwent,  (the 
Liddle,  and  the  Eden.  I  should  say  the  netting  has 
reduced  the  supply  of  fish  in  these  rivers  to  a  vanishing 
point,  and  in  course  of  time  both  salmon  and  trout  will  be 
as  dead  as  the  '  Dodo.'  The  game  remark  will  apply  to 
the  Cheshire  Dee  and  the  Montgomeryshire  Vyrnwy — in 
the  latter  stream  especially.  But  if  you  want  to  see  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  fish  in  all  its  naked  hideousness 
you  must  come  over  to  this  hemisphere  and  watch  them 
scoop  the  salmon  up  literally  by  tons  on  the  Columbia 
river. 


"  This  industry  has  now  been  carried  on  for  some 
years,  and  myriads  of  salmon  are  netted  and  canned  for 
the  eastern  markets  annually.  But  time  has  told  its  tale, 
for  in  spite  of  propagating  plant  being  put  down  to  keep 
up  the  supply  of  fish,  the  catch  is  getting  delighf  uUy  smaller 
and  beautifully  less  each  year,  and  the  canners  are 
beginning  to  find  out  their  mistake.  Asa  sporting  fish  the 
Columbian  salmon  is  not  of  much  account,  as  it  will  not 
take  a  fly  either  of  sombre  colour  or  gaudily  dressed, 
although  you  can  hook  them  occasionally  by  trolling  a 
spinning  bait  with  a  bit  of  red  worsted  attached  to  the 
barbs  of  the  hook.  The  Columbia  is  a  beau  ideal  river  for 
salmon,  with  bold  rocks  and  deep  long  pools,  such  as  I 
have  seen  up  in  bonnie  Scotland.  You  would  smile  to  see 
the  people  of  Chicago  fishing  in  Lake  Michigan.  It 
abounds  in  perch  of  a  small  size,  such  as  we  used  to  catch 
out  of  Lake  Windermere.  Their  fishing  tackle  is  of  the 
crudest,  and  they  have  much  to  learn  of  the  fine  and  far 
cS  theory.  I  have  seen  gamins  fish  for  gudgeon  in  the 
Seine  near  Paris,  and  have  seen  them  fish  for  hours  with- 
out a  eingle  touch  ;  the  very  epitome  of  patience. 


"  But  the  Chicagoan  angler  beats  them  all  hollow  for  the 
virtue  usually  associated  with  Job.  Your  Chicagoan  wUl 
fish  for  days,  and  very  often  all  night,  and  never  a  single 
fish  will  he  catch  ;  but  he  sticks  to  it.  and  when  at  last  he 
is  rewarded  with  a  fish,  great  is  the  excitement  thereof. 
I  tried  to  instil  in  the  mind  of  one  party  I  met  on  the  lake 
the  elements  of  perch  fishing,  insisting  on  a  light  line  and 
fine  tackle,  and  after  a  practical  exposition  of  the  art  as 
practised  in  England  he  followed  my  instructions,  and 
beat  his  fellow  anglers  hollow  in  the  net  result.  There 
are  fine  fishing  resorts  in  Wifconsin.  and  the  state  of 
Michigan,  where  they  catch  the  black  bass,  perhaps  the 
most  sporting  fish  in  American  waters.  He  comes  to  your 
fly,  like  the  trout  when  the  March  Brown  is  on  the 
water,  and  he  fights  hard  and  gamely.  He  takes  our 
English  and  Scotch  patterns  well,  namely,  that  peerless  fly 
the  .Tock  Scott,  the  Jungle  Cock,  and  the  Durham 
Eanger.  But  to  catch  the  larger  fish  one  has  to  descend 
to  trolling  a  frog  or  spinning  a  minnow.  Another  good 
fish  taken  in  these  American  waters  is  the  muskellange. 
He  grows  to  a  big  weight,  ard  is  always  worth  catching. 
Then  we  have  fair  pike  fishing ;  pickerel  they  CiU  them 
here.  I  have  not  seen  any  big  fish  caught,  and  would 
much  rather  have  a  day  on  a  Thames  backwater,  or,  say, 
on  Bassenthwaite  Lake,  than  fish  for  pickerel  on  an 
American  river," 

 >»*♦<  

Me.  G.  Gbeg,  whose  name  was  accidentally  omitted 
last  week,  photographed  Dr.  Bateman's  "  Queer  Pish  " 
for  Mr.  Richardson  of  Euston-road.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Drayton  Park  Piscatorial  Society. 


If  "  R,  B."  writes  to  the  secretary,  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion (Mr,  Woodruff),  he  will  get  the  information  he 
requires. 

The  fishermen  of  Swansea  Bay  are  puzzled  about  a 
queer  fish  that  has  been  captured  by  one  of  their  number. 
"The  fisherman  was  at  the  nets  below  Vivian's  Stream, 
and  saw  in  them  a  large  fish  which  closely  resembled  a 
shark.  It  was  about  lift,  long,  and  had  all  the  appear- 
ance of  a  shark,  except  that  its  snout  was  very  long  and 
turned  up  at  the  end.  It  had  no  teeth,  and  had  a 
succession  of  five  gills,  in  layers  one  over  the  other. 


"  The  Queen's  Swanherd  and  the  officials  of  the  Dyers' 
and  Vintners'  Companies  are  on  their  annual  voyage  up 
river  to  Henley  for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  swans  and 
cygnets  upon  the  Thames.  The  party  occupied  a  flotilla 
of  row-boats,  the  stems  of  which  were  adorned  with  flags." 
This  little  job  would  jatt  about  suit  me,   I'd  mark  'em  ! 


Me  J.  E.  RiCHAEDSON,  of  Kingston-on-Thamea,  writes : 
"  Fishing  extremely  good.  Mr.  S.  Masters,  fishing  with 
Knight,  captured  a  barbel,  weighing  over  101b.,  in  the 
Chapel  Swim.  It  was  being  brought  to  me  for  preserva- 
tion, but  Knight,  on  arriving  at  the  Sun  landing  stage, 
held  it  up  for  inspection  to  an  admiring  audience,  whfn — 
well,  it  gave  a  "  spring,"  and  is  now  in  the  Thames.  What 
Mr.  Masters  said  cannot  be  photographed  !  Amongst  the 
most  successful  during  the  week  were  Messrs.  Collins, 
Newman,  Albyn,  CoUinson,  Etheridge,  &c  Several 
members  of  the  K.P.S.  have  had  good  takes.  Some  good 
bream  are  being  taken  by  bank  anglers." 

 >  »  ♦  ♦  <  

I  BEMEMBEE,  some  years  ago,  a  somewhat  similar 
occurrence  to  this  "  springirg  "  fish.  At  Bures,  a  discon- 
solate party,  on  returning  home  in  their  boat,  asked  a 
London  angler,  who  fished  near  the  bridge,  "  What 
sport  ?  "  "  Sport !  "  said  he  ;  and,  holding  up  a  21b.  6oz. 
roach  (supposed  to  be  dead  after  lying  in  the  boat  for 


half-an-hour)  it  did  the  "Master"  trick.  More  of 
that  commodity  which  was  given  to  man  to  conceal  his 
thoughts ! 

 >  »♦♦<  

At  the  club  recently  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  conversation 
with  Mr,  Evan  Rowton  Jeffery,  of  the  1st  Royal  Dragoons, 
and  son  of  that  well-know  ri  contributor,  the  "  Thatched 
One."  He  is  now  fairly  well  again  after  his  two  months' 
furlough.  It  was  hard  lines  for  him  to  take  enteric  fev(r 
just  as  the  relief  column  entered  Ladysmith.  While  at 
Mooi  River  Hospital  he  had,  in  additition  to  enteric, 
periostitis,  from  the  kick  of  a  horse.  Seven  times  he 
crossed  the  Tugela,  and  he  fought  also  at  Colenso.  He 
was  chosen  for  special  duty,  and  formed  part  of  a  picket 
on  Spion  Kop.  On  leiving  Mooi  River  his  weight  was 
registered  at  8st,  51b.  ;  he  now  tops  the  beam  at  123t,  71b. 
The  Tugela,  he  remarked,  is  a  dangerous  river — full  of 
deep  holes,  and  enclosed  by  banks  which  run  up  to  30ft.  in 
height.  Each  time  in  crossing  the  regiment  got  wet 
through  above  the  knees ;  in  fact,  for  days  his  stockings 
boots,  and  pants  were  full  of  "  Tugela."  He  is  now  fairly 
set  up,  and  looks  a  very  good  handful  for  anybody  to 
tackle.  His  brother  Harold  is  still  at  the  front,  near 
Ingagani.  He  has  had  jaundice  and  dysentery,  but  it  is  all 
right  again  now. 

 >  ♦  »  *  <  

Messrs.  Davis,  of  the  North-East  Brothers  A.S.,  and 
C.  Drawbridge,  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  fishing 
at  Ormesby  Broad  on  July  22,  had  bream  and  roach 
231b.  ;  and  on  July  23,  bream,  351b.  They  stayed  at  the 
Sportsman's  Arms, 

 >*«♦<  

"  Scribner's  Magazine  "  was  among  the  first,  if  not 
the  very  leader,  in  the  use  of  col  lured  illustrations,  and  it 
has  for  several  years  had  some  special  colour  feature  in  the 
August  Fiction  Number,  This  year  Mr.  Henry  McCarter 
has  made  a  series  of  original  landscape  drawings,  called 
"  Midsummer,"  which  have  been  printed  in  five  ejlours 
with  very  pleasing  results. 

 >♦»♦  <  

The  Lyohnobite's  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  11,  at  the  Coldbath  Inn,  Hertford,  I 
have  received  a  cordial  invitation  from  their  secretary  (the 
indefatigable  "  Sid  "),  and  I  will  try  and  be  there.  The 
CoLD-bath  Inn  !  "  Sounds  all  right  this  weather,  doesn't 
it  ?  " 


More  of  those  conundrums  : 

Why  was  the  female  horse  so  hoarse  ? 

And  why  did  the  rider  ride  her  ? 
Aside,  she  sighed,  but  why  ?    Of  course 
'Twas  the  cyder  she'd  inside  her. 

Why  fish  fc  r  fish  or  catch  a  catch  ? 

Or  bother  with  a  bother  ? 
To  light  a  light,  or  match  a  match, 

Is  easy  with  another. 

Owls  cannot  (h)owl,  whales  cannot  wail. 

There  are  some  things  like  leather ; 
But  the  biggest  puzzle  in  the  pail 

Is  "  this  'ere  blooming  weather  !" 

 >  ♦  »  »  <  

At  Mount  Tumeriquiri,  the  highest  elevation  in  Cutnana, 
South  Americi,  is  found  the  cavern  of  Guacharo,  famous 
among  the  Indians.  It  is  immense,  and  serves  as  a  habi- 
tation for  millions  of  nocturnal  birds  (the  caprimulgus  of 
Linnaeus) ,  whose  fat  yields  the  oil  of  Guacharo.  Its  site  is 
majestic,  and  adorned  by  the  most  brilliant  vegetation 
There_  issues  from  the  cavern  a  river  of  some  magnitude, 
and  within  it  heard  the  mournful  cry  of  the  birds,  which 
the  Indians  attribute  to  the  souls  that  are  forced  to  enter 
this  cavern  in  order  to  go  to  the  other  world.  But  they 
are  enabled  to  obtain  permission  for  it  only  when  their 
conduct  in  this  life  has  been  without  reproach.  If  it  has 
been  otherwise,  they  are  retained  for  a  shorter  or  longer 
time,  according  to  the  heniousness  of  their  offences.  This 
dark,  wretched,  mournful  abode  is  thought  to  draw  from 
them  the  mournings  and  plaintive  cries  heard  without. 


The  Indians  have  so  little  doubt  of  this  fable,  sup- 
ported by  tradition,  being  a  sacrtd  truth  commanding  the 
utmost  respect,  that  immediately  after  the  death  of  their 
parents  or  friends  they  repair  to  the  mouth  of  the  cavern 
to  ascertain  whether  their  souls  have  met  with  any 
impediment.  If  they  think  they  have  not  distinguished 
the  voice  of  the  deceased,  they  withdraw,  overjoyed, 
and  celebrate  the  event  by  inebriety  and  dances 
characteristic  of  their  felicity ;  but  if  they  imagine 
they  have  heard  the  voice  of  the  defunct,  they  hasten  to 
drown  their  grief  in  intoxicating  h'quors,  in  the  midst  of 
dances  adapted  from  their  nature  to  paint  their  despair. 
So,  whatever  may  be  the  lot  of  the  departed  soul,  his 
relations  and  friends  give  themselves  up  to  the  same 
excesses  ;  there  is  no  difference  but  in  the  character  of  the 
dance.  Among  the  Indians  two  hundred  leagues  from  the 
cavern,  to  go  down  into  Guacharo  is  synonymous  with  to 
die. 


As  to  how  to  preserve  wasp  grub,  here  is  an  ol  1  dodge 
of  "  Salmo  Fario  "  :  "  Heat  kitchen  shovel  to  nearly  red- 
hot  ;  put  cake  of  grubs  on  for  a  few  seconds,  pressing  it 
down  so  that  hot  iron  shall  touch  all  parts  ;  turn  it  over 
and  do  same.  Pick  out  grubs,  and  put  them  into  a  wide- 
mouthed  bottle  (an  olive  bottle  best)  of  c-ude  brown 
glycerine,  or  refined  if  cost  no  consequence.  Glycerine  to 
be  got  from  Price's  Patent  Candle  Company,  Belmont 
Works,  London," 


Who  says  pigeon  pie  ?  "  After  the  bird  has  been 
thoroughly  washed  inside  and  out  and  dried,  fill  it  with  a 
highly-seasoned  and  savoury  veal  forcemeat.  Rub  the 
outside  with  a  compound  of  pepper,  ground  allspice,  one 
pounded  clove,  and  about  the  same  weight  of  cinnamon, 
nutmeg,  and  grated  lemon  peal.  Put  into  the  stew  pan 
one  teacupful  of  lemon  juice,  one  of  orange  juice,  and  one 
of  port ;  four  or  five  sprigs  of  parsley,  and  the  same  of 
sweet  marjoram  and  thyme.  Let  this  commence  to  boil, 
then  put  in  the  bird,  and  allow  it  to  stew  very  slowly  for 
nearly  an  hour.  Keep  the  pan  closed  the  whole  time,  and 
send  it  to  tible  as  hot  as  possible,  garnished  with  slices  of 
lemon  aud  red  currant  jelly  or  pieces  of  cold  aspic. 


On  J  Illy  19  some  very  fine  sport  was  afforded  a  fisher- 
rnan  named  Frederick  Spill,  of  Purton,  on  the  Sharpness 
side  of  the  Severn,  who,  whilst  using  a  lave  net  for  salmon, 
near  Salcombe,  had  his  attention  attracted  by  a  much 
bigger  fish.  Having  "  angled  "  at  it  for  some  time,  he 
was  successful  in  landing  a  sturgeon,  which  proved  to 
weigh  about  701b. 

 >  ♦  «  »  <  

A  BLACK  skate,  weighing  401b.,  and  3ft.  in  length,  has 
been  taken  in  the  river  Orwell,  This  is  a  very  unusual 
capture. 


Brown:  "Talking  about  baby's  food  advertisements, 
I  heard  of  a  case  the  other  day  where  a  baby  was  fed  on 
elephant's  milk,  and  actually  imoreased  201b.  in  weight  in 
one  week."  "  Good  gracious  !  "  replied  his  wife.  "  Whose 
baby  was  it  ?  "    Brown  :  "  The  elephant's." 


Next  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  the  Royal 
Aquarium  will  be  the  scene  of  the  Gamekeepers'  Dog 
Show.  It  will  be  the  first  time  that  a  show  exclusively 
confined  to  the  breeds  in  use  for  the  purpose  of  game 
preservation  has  been  held,  and  a  demonstration  of  their 
wonderful  powers  in  "  downing  "  and  pinning  a  man  will 
be  gi^en  every  evening  during  the  show  on  the  central 
stage.    The  entertainments  will  proceed  as  usual, 

 <  

A  little  girl,  on  being  questioned  by  her  teacher  as  to 
whJt  was  meant  by  the  phrase  "  righteous  indignation," 
gave  as  her  opinion  that  it  was  being  angry  without 
"swearing."  This  is  quite  as  good  as  the  answer  of  the 
sharp  boy  who_,  on  being  asked  "  What  is  your  duty  to- 
wards your  neighbour?"  replied  unhesitatingly,  "  Kefp 
your  eye  on  him,  sir  !  " 


The  blue-bottle  story  of  "  Blue  Dun,"  related  in  last 
week's  j  )t  tings,  recalls  another,  told  of  an  old  lady  whose 
parsimonious  habits  were  well  known  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, especially  to  the  sweeps,  so  that  when  just  before 
Christmas  she  wished  to  have  all  the  chimneys  of  her 
mansion  swept,  all  the  sweeps  with  one  accord,  began  to 
make  excases,  and  her  gardener,  knowing  the  reason  why, 
explained  to  her  that  she  could  have  the  chimneys  swept 
much  more  cheaply  and  efficaciously  by  buying  a  live 
goose,  tying  its  legs  together  with  a  long  rope,  and  having 
it  let  down  from  the  top  of  each  chimney  and  dragged  up 
again.  Seeing  the  old  lady  reluctant  to  adopt  this  plan, 
and  fancying  her  scruples  arose  entirely  from  the  c  st  of 
his  plan  and  not  from  the  cruelty  involved,  which  was 
altogether  outside  his  calculations,  he  added,  as  a  further 
induc3ment,_that  the  goose  would  afterwards  do  for  her 
Christmas  dinner,  but  if  she  thought  a  goose  would  be  too 
costly  for  the  purpose,  a  couple  of  ducks  would  do  eqaally 
as  well  to  stveep  the  chimneys  with  ! 

 >  »»♦<  

It  is  rather  unseasonable,  perhaps,  to  speak  of  Christ- 
mas this  very  hot  weather,  but  preparations  must  be  made 
for  that  festive  and  chilly  season,  and  one  lady,  Mrs. 
Jones,  Glanrafon  Farm,  Llanyblodwel,  near  Oswestry, 
has  been  most  eneigetic  in  this  respect,  having  succeeded 
in  rearing  this  season  upwards  of  100  young  turkeys, 
which  are  all  at  the  present  time  doing  very  well  indeed, 
and  are  quite  a  sight  to  see  when  all  together.  They  were 
hatched  without  any  resort  to  artificial  means,  and  from 
eggs  laid  by  three  turkey  hens  in  her  possession,  and  each 
of  which  has  contributed  nearly  100  eggs  to  the  sum  total, 
which  proves  how  prolific  they  are  under  favourable  con- 
ditions, and  to  those  who  know  how  hard  to  rear,  as  a 
rule,  young  turkeys  generally  are,  will  acknowledge  this  as 
a  record  in  this  line, 

 > ♦« ♦ <  

This  good  old  story  is  sent  by  a  friend.  The  scene 
is  changed  from  winter  to  summer.  Henley  has  it  now. 
During  the  regatta  a  party  hired  a  fishing  punt.  They,  or 
rather  a  lady,  heard  a  mysterious  noise — a  "  swishing  "  of 
water — and  returned  as  quickly  as  pofsible,  in  the  mean- 
time bailing  out  the  water  with  the  cups  from  their 
luncheon  hamper.    Saved  ! 


X  REG RE  T  that  I  could  not  be  present  with  my  old 
friend,  Geo.  Read  Clarke,  at  the  wedding  of  his  son 
Frank  with  Miss  Alice  Lewis,  at  St.  Giles'  Church, 
Camberwell,  but  a  little  fish  tells  me  that  everything 
went  off  well,  and  the  happy  pair  too — to  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  where  they  are  rusticating  on  the  good  things  of 
this  life.  Amongst  the  long  list  of  presents  enumerated 
in  the  South  London  Press,  I  looked  in  vain  for  the 
seventeen  carvers  which  had  been  sent,  I  do  not  like  to 
put  all  the  blame  on  the  Post  Office,  but  amongst  the 
presents  which  have  gone  astray  are  the  carvers  of 

Dragnet. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOOIETT 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at 
the  Eestaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday,  July  25,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  Tucker  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon. 
secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal  and 
Southend.  The  following  experiences  were  then  given  by 
members:  Mr,  Edwards,  fishing  at  Deal,  caught  three  or 
four  score  small  pouting  and  a  whiting.  Mr.  Tucker,  at 
Southend,  found  sport  very  bad,  only  getting  one  bite, 
although  having  shifted  his  position  several  times.  The 
hon.  secretary  reported  having  had  a  very  favourable 
interview  with  Mr.  Edwin  Gosling  as  to  the  fishing  at 
Aberffraw,  North  Wales,  and  mentioned  that  he  waa 
going  down  during  the  August  Bank  Holiday,  and  hoped 
to  obtain  full  particulars  for  the  use  of  members.  The 
chairman  showed  a  phosphor-bronze  wire  line  he  had  had 
in  use  for  two  years,  which  was  still  in  perfect  condition.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  usual  toast  to  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOOIETT. 

Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  occupied  the  chair  at  the  meeting 
held  at  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.G.,  on 
Tuesday  last.  No  doubt  the  more  than  usual  attraction 
of  the  river  side  during  these  hot  summer  evenings  would 
account  for  a  small  attendance  of  members.  Most  of 
those  who  had  visited  Chesham  were  successful,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  taking  three  trout,  and  Mr.  Scott  a  very  nice  fish 
of  IJlb.  were  the  best  on  the  list.  The  fry  continue  to  do 
well,  and  have  grown  to  between  2in.  and  Sin.  in  length. 
They  have,  in  fact,  done  sufficiently  well  to  take  larger 
food.  A  far  greater  percentage  offish  have  survived  than 
was  expected,  which  is  highly  satisfactory,  as  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  stew  and  the  introduction  of  fry  was  only  looked 
upon  as  an  experiment,  the  society  having  had  no  previous 
experience  in  fish  culture.  Members  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  the  committee  have  arranged  to  have  the  water  looked 
after  until  the  close  of  the  season,  and  protected  durinj' 
the  spawning  time  as  far  as  is  possible.  It  has  been  founc! 
imsossible  to  proceed  with  the  clearing  of  swims  at 
Kelvedon  at  present,  as  no  men  are  available  owing  to  the 
early  harvest,  but,  as  before  explained,  there  are  plenty  of 
swims  where  sport  should  be  met  with,  especially  in  the 
upper  water.  The  swims  in  the  lower  water  will  be 
cleared  of  weeds  at  soon  as  possible,  and  will  be  reported 
here  when  completed.  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Connellan  had 
dace  and  chub,  &c.,  with  the  fly  whilst  trout  fishing,  and 
Mr  Gibson  had  exceptionally  good  sport  in  Lincolnshire 
with  the  dace  and  roach.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
closed  the  meeting.  Hon.  Sec 


iTofes  from  i^c  Woxl^. 

The  Queen  has  intimated  her  wish  that  there  should  be 
no  Highland  gathering  at  Balmoral  this  season,  and  such 
IS  tantamount  to  a  command  for  its  suppression  for  the 
nonce.  Without  royal  patronage  the  function  would  be 
shorn  of  all  that  goes  to  make  it  the  first  of  the  kind  in  the 
north. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  the  week  before  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Fife  reached  Duff  House  owing  to  a  slight 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  Her  Koyal  Highness.  There 
IS  no  want  of  water  or  fish  either  in  the  Deveron  just  now 


Excellent  trouting  is  being  enjoyed  all  over  the  north, 
nshuig  mostly  with  bait  or  some  form  of  spinning  lure. 
The  fly  has  been  of  some  account  on  the  Dee,  and  of 
course,  the  '|  midge  "in  one  or  other  of  its  many  forms 
has  been  playing  the  most  conspicuous  part. 


Two  students  up  Potarch  way  (Mr.  Gavin  Petrie  and 
Mr.  James  D.  Mackay)  had  a  rare  adventure  the  other 
day.  Having  fished  down  to  the  bridge  with  more  or  less 
success,  they  planted  their  rods  and  let  their  flies  dangle 
m  the  stream.  By  and  bye  while  they  rested,  a  2oz.  parr 
got  on  to  the  traU  fly  all  unnoticed.  Then  the  reel  began 
to  sing,  the  line  to  pay  off  like  lightning,  and  the  rod  to 
double  up,  and  when  it  was  grasped  it  was  found  that  a 
pike  ot  about  61b.  had  swallowed  the  parr. 

The  fish  was  delicately  played,  but  the  trouting  tackle 
proved  of  small  value  amongst  the  teeth  of  the  pike,  and 
be  broke  off.  Nothing  daunted,  the  youthful  pair  of 
anglers  set  to  work  and  rigged  up  a  tackle,  baited  with 
another  parr,  and  after  having  had  that  pike  on  for  ten 
times  m  succession,  eventually  landed  him  among  the 
rocks.  It  is  surprising  the  number  of  times  a  pike  may  be 
hooked  and  lost,  and  vet  bob  up  serenely  every  time,  till 
at  length  he  is  grassed, 

The  members  of  the  Brechin  Angling  Club  held  their 
third  and  concluding  competition  for  the  season  last  week. 
The  North  and  South  Esk  were  the  selected  waters,  and 
good  baskets  were  the  result.  The  first  place  was  taken 
by  D.  K.  Smart  with  291b.  14oz.    He  also  takes  first  place 

fV**'^*u     Y.*'^  or  an  average  of  231b;  3oz. 

trout  for  each  of  the  competitions. 

The  Marchioness  of  Huntly  has  raised  an  action  in  the 
t/ourt  of  Session,  Bdmburgh,  to  have  her  late  father 
,^?-2'lt"?  *  Sootsman.  His  Scotch  estate  is  over  a  miUion, 
and  It  this  action  is  successful  she  may  get  a  good  slice  of 


this  estate  north  of  the  border,  and  Lady  Brooks  a  sixth 
of  it. 


The  Earl  of  Kintore  and  other  proprietors  of  salmon 
fishings  on  the  Don  were  heard  for  the  first  time  by  Lord 
Kyllaohie  in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  last  week 
against  Alexander  Pirie  and  Sons,  paper  manufacturers, 
to  interdict  defenders  from  abstracting  more  than  their 
just  share  of  water  from  the  river.  A  proof  was  ordered 
on  a  date  to  be  afterwards  fixed. 


Only  two  grilse  have  as  yet  been  killed  on  the  Kincar 
dine  O'Neil  section  of  the  Dee,  which  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  best  grilse  sections  on  the  river.  Never  has  the  grilse 
been  such  a  blank  on  these  fine  reaches,  and  the  puzzle  is 
all  the  deeper  as  they  are  not  being  got  in  anything  like 
numbers  anywhere  else.   

They  are  running  right  through  to  the  upper  reaches 
without  a  doubt,  and  will  be  found  well  into  the  head 
waters  of  the  Dee  and  similar  rivers  when  the  spawning 
season  comes  round. 

Lord  Kyllachie,  in  the  Court  of  Session  last  week, 
settled  the  expenses  in  connection  with  the  Spey  pollution 
case,  amounting  to  £1265  17s.  4d.  His  lordship  awarded 
£1200  to  the  pursuers  in  the  action,  and  continued  the 
case  for  a  year  before  finally  granting  the  defenders  their 
discharge.   

The  trade  in  live  worms  has  been  something  enormous 
this  season.  No  doubt  the  wet  season  has  much  to  do 
with  the  extra  demand.  But  whatever  it  may  be,  season 
after  season  the  demand  for  well  scoured  worms  is  on  the 
increase,  and  the  smaller  tackle  makers  in  the  cities  are 
making  a  good  thing  of  it.  For  small  clear  waters,  or  the 
opposite,  there  is  nothing  to  beat  the  "  Garden  Fly  "  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  know  the  art  of  putting  it  in  the  right 
spot.  Special  Scotch 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters 
on  Thursday  evening  last ;  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended.    The  secretary  reported  that 
he  had  settled  with  the  railway  company  for  the  two 
special  trains  run  to  Alrewas,  and  that  the  discount  on  the 
sale  or  tickets  would  amount  to  near  upon  £6;  this 
together  with  the  money  obtained  from  the  sale 'of  the' 
contest  tickets,  would  be  added  to  the  funds  of  the  society 
ihe  contest  on  the  whole  was  a  decided  success  from  a 
financial  point  of  view.   A  first-class  array  of  prizes  wiU 
be  to  hand  ;  and  it  was  decided  to  fix  the  number  of  prize- 
winners down  to  thirty-nine,  and  that  the  distribution  will 
take  place  on  Friday  evening,  August  3,  at  the  Birmingham 
u  ,  •  Soi'tlifield,  when  the  usual  smoking  concert 
wiU  be  held.   Two  appeals  were  made  from  two  societies 
tor  relief  tor  two  members,  when  a  grant  of  one  guinea 
was  made  in  one  instance,  and  the  other  case  was  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  divisional  committee.    The  Lamp  Society 
have  made  arrangements  to  fish  their  annual  contest  on 
bept.  2,  m  the  nver  Avon,  at  Pershore  ;  all  fish  to  weigh- 
in  must  be  6m.  or  over,  except  eels,  which  must  weigh 
-Joz.   The  club  have  voted  the  sum  of  £12  for  prizes,  and 
a  number  of  other  prizes  will  be  given  by  the  members  and 
gentlemen  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  society.  The 
Brookfields  Society  have,  more  by  inadvertence  than 
design,  brought  themselves  into  disgrace  by  fishing  their 
annual_  contest  m  a  portion  of  the  river  Avon  at  Defford 
which  IS  rented  by  the  Cheltenham  Angling  Society.  Per- 
mission was  given  to  go  upon  the  land  by  a  local  publican 
and  a  farmer,  but  permission  was  not  obtained  from  the 
society  named,  and,  as  a  consequence,  they  are  now 
called   upon   to  pay  the  sum  of    £2  and  apologise 
m    two   local   papers   for   the   trespass.     The  club 
has    decided    to    agree    to   this,   and   in  future  I 
would    advise    clubs    who    visit    Defford    to  make 
their  arrangements  with  Mr.  Spires,  of  the  RaUway  Hotel 
who  rents  a  portion  of  the  river  for  angling  purposes. 
Ihe  Green  Lanes  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on 
Sunday  laat,  at  Fladbury,  in  the  river  Avon,  when  some 
very  decent  sport  was  obtained.    The  contest  was  fished 
under  the  association's  rules,  for  a  number  of  valuable 
prizes.    The  first  six  prize  winners  are  in  the  order 
named  :  Messrs.  H.  Stevens,  W.  Hollins,  F.  Bevon. 
J.  Sa-nders,  F.  Hollins,  and  W.  Jenkins.    The  prizes  were 
distributed  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  it  was  decided 
to  hsh  the  bye  contest  at  Defford,  on  the  last  Sunday  ia 
beptember.    Sixty-fiye  members  of  the  Oak  Society  went 
to  Droitwich  to  fish  their  annual  contest  on  Sunday  last. 
The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration,  bat  only  two 
members  took  fish  to  weigh-in ;  the  first  prize  winner,  Mr. 
HoUoway,  took  a  small  eel.    The  Qaeen's  Arms  Society 
fashed  their  annual  contest  on  Sunday  last  at  Alrewas 
Fifty-two  members  compated.    Mr.  Goodman  took  the 
farst  prize.    The  Severn  Street  Salmon  Society  fished 
a  contest  on  July  22  last  at  Defford,  when  Mr.  D. 
Kingerley  succeeded  in  taking  the  first  prize.    Bream  and 
roach  are  now  taking  the  stewed  wheat  and  malt  in  the 
Avon,  and  some  very  good  catches  have  been  had  in  the 
mornmgs  and  evenings,  but  owing  to  the  heat  during  mid- 
day bttle  or  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  daytime.  From 
iivesham  down  to  Pershore  sport  has  been  above  the 
average ;    catches  from  101b.  to  121b.  have  been  very 
common.    On  the  Severn  sport  has  been,  as  usual,  very 
quiet.    Some  of  the  pools  in  the  midlands  have  provided 
good  sport,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  the  pools  rented 


by  the  Dudley  Society  has  furnished  excellent  sport  for 
the  members.  Mr.  D.  Cairns,  of  the  St.  Georije's  Club, 
had  a  good  day's  sport  on  the  club's  water  at  Bidford  on 
Monday  last,  when  he  took  several  bream,  a  nice  eel,  and 
SIX  chub,  the  bag  weighing  close  upon  l  llb. ;  the  chub 
were  all  taken  with  cheese. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  excessive  heat  is  affecting  roach  fishing  on  most  of 
the  Fen  waters,  and  the  red  fins  are  now  getting  extremely 
difficult  to  catch.  On  the  other  hand  bream  continue  to 
afford  remarkably  good  sport,  and  the  hundreds  of  anglers 
who  have  tried  their  luck  on  the  Witham  must  have  been 
well  satisfied  with  the  success  of  their  efforts.  The 
lower  sections  of  the  river  have  undoubtedly  fished  better 
than  the  upper  and  middle  reaches,  and  those  who  have 
operated  from  a  boat  have  had  no  difficulty  in  securing 
401b.  and  501b.  of  fish  as  the  result  of  a  day's  sport.  On 
the  Kirkstead  lengths  of  the  Witham  some  splendid  tench 
have  been  captured,  a  remark  which  also  applies  to  the 
reaches  at  Tattershall.  On  the  minor  streams  the  Bargate 
and  Hobhole  drains  have  provided  as  fair  sport  as  any, 
bream,  of  course,  predominating.  On  the  Forty-foot, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  reaching  rivers,  sport  has  almost 
been  dead  off,"  owing  to  the  hot  weather.  The  absence 
of  rain  is  considerably  affecting  the  waters,  and  until  there 
IS  a  substantial  downpour  the  prospects  will  get  from  bad 
to  worse. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Coarse  fish  angling  continues  first-class  on  the  river 
Ancholme,  especially  in  the  Brigg  district,  and  from  Coal 
Dyke-end,  the  Engine-house  stretch,  and   New  Cut, 
several  splendid  baskets  of  roach  and  bream  have  been 
made  during  the  past  week,  the  bream  mostly  running 
over  lib.  each,  and  several  between  31b.  and  41b.  each, 
both  maargot  and  worm  proving  equally  succes.ful  as 
baits,  and  those  anglers  who  have  the  privilege  of  baiting 
a  ground  overnight  have  done  remarkably  well,  especially 
with  early  morning  fishing ;  but  they  have  taken  a  bait 
pretty  freely  throughout  the  day  in  most  parts ;  and  on 
Saturday,  at  a  match  that  was  fished  near  Brigg,  promoted 
by  Mr.   Straw,  of  the  Woolpack  Inn,  some  excellent 
sport  was  anticipated,  for   although  the  competiotrs 
only  fished  for  a  matter  of  two  hours,  Mr.  G.  Longbottom 
secured  fish  weighing  in  the  aggregate  an  ounce  less 
than  81b.  for  the  first  prize,  Mr.  C.  Lyons  coming  in 
second  with  61b.  9ioz.,  and  Mr.  J.  Boston  third  with 
51b.  2oz. ;  the  fourth  competitor,  Mr.  J.  W.  Neal,  having 
41b.  5Joz.  to  his  credit ;  and  on  the  Monday  previous,  at  a 
match  at  Brandy  Wath,  Mr.  Frank  Carle,  of  Hull,  had 
seven  bream  that  scaled  in  the  aggregate  19|lb.,  the  least 
fish  weighing  21b.  5oz.,  and  the  heaviest  31b.  lOJoz.,  and 
on  the  same  day  several  other  bream  were  taken  that 
scaled  well  over  31b.  each.    Some  very  good  baskets  of 
roach  have  also  been  made  in  various  parts  of  the  river, 
both  maggot,  wheat,  and  paste  accounting  for  fish  of  over 
lib.  each.    Sport  on  the  Market  Weighton  canal  has  not 
been  near  so  good  during  the  past  week,  the  waters  being 
rather  out  of  condition  owing  to  the   extreme  hot 
weather,   rain   being   much   needed   in   this  quarter 
to  freshen  matters  up  a  little,  although  a  few  good  bream 
have  been  met  with  in  the  Staddlethorpe  Delphs.  Reports 
from  the  river  Derwent  during  the  week  have  only  been 
poor,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  pike  of  good  size 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Stamford  Bridge,  our  local 
anglers  have  done  very  little  in  the  lower  waters.    On  the 
other  hand,  sport  on  the  river  Ludd  is  reported  very  fair, 
especially  at  the  lock-end,  and  from  Thoresby  to  Fulstow 
Bridge.    Some  very  good  takes  of  roach  and  odd  bream  of 
fair  size  are  being  made  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  river 
Hull,  at  Dunswell,  Cicey,  and  Wawne,  the  larger  fish  now 
taking  paste  off  the  bottom  freely;  but  the  upper 
waters  are   providing  very  little  sport,  owing  to  the 
best    swims  being   overgrown    with    weeds,  cutting 
operations  being  much  needed  both  above  and  below 
the  locks.   A  few  brace  of  nice  trout  are  being  met 
with  in  the  top  stretches  and  tributaries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Driffield,  and  fish  from  lib.  to  about  41b.  each 
have  been  creeled.   A  steamboat  load  of  anglers  left  the 
Hull  Pier  on  Saturday  afternoon  last  for  Ferriby  Sluice, 
on  the  Ancholme,  the  occasion  being  the  Hull  Preserva- 
tion Society's  open  match  and  Turner's  challenge  cup 
competition ;  but  owing  to  the  present  drought  the  waters 
in  this  district  are  very  brackish,  consequently  very  little 
sport  was  had,  and  most  of  our  expert  roachmen  were  out 
of  it,  for,  with  the  exception  of  an  odd  bream  or  two,  the 
catches  chiefly  consisted  of  eels  and  flounders.  The 
challenge  cup  was  this  year  won  by  the  team  representing 
the  North  Myton  Angling  Association.    On  August  Bank 
Holiday  the  Universal  A.A.  will  hold  their  annual  open 
match  at  the  Sluice,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  conditions 
of  these  lower  waters   of   the   Ancholme  will  have 
improved. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Saturday  last  the  seventh  annual  junior  champion- 
ship competition  was  duly  decided  at  Worsley.  This 
gradually  grown  in  importance  and  popularity 
until  it  IS  at  the  present  moment  one  of  the  leading  items 
of  interest  in  the  district.  It  was  established  in  1894 
and  smce  then  the  entry  has  varied  from  fifteen  until  in 
1899,  it  amounted  to  fifty-six  j  but  for  the  event  under 
notice  the  entry  was  sixty— rather  good  considering  that 
all  are  little  boys,  most  of  them  of  tender  years.  On  one 
occasion  a  boy  of  eight  years  won  premier  honours.  Last 
Saturday,  of  the  sixty  entrants,  fifty-five  fished,  and  forty- 
one  c»ught  188  fish,  weighing  61b,  14oz.  13drs.  Albert 
Bromelow  won  the  G.C.  silver  medal  with  9oz.  12Jdr8., 
and  James  Prescott  the  silver  medal  with  8oz.,  and  there 
was  a  spirited  contest  for  the  other  twenty-five  prizes. 
Mr.  Hodgkinson  was  an  ideal  referee,  and  appeared  to 
eujoy  doing  a  little  to  encourage  the  boys  to  strive  to 
excel  in  sport  we  all  love.  As  usual  with  this 
event,  the  poor  little  chaps  got  a  thorough  dronchiig. 


94 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[July  28,  1900 


EATON  &  DELLER 

Oroolszed  Lane,  X-ortdort  Bx-ldge,  EZ.O.,  &  1,  Bxiry  St.,  St.  JarrLes',  S.^W^., 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

  (with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

T^S/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^O/- 

SXSSTD     FOIEl     I X.  I- TT  ST  HA.  TED     O -A.  T  A.  I- O  O- "CT  aS  ,     J  XT  ST  PTTEIX^ZSZXZID. 


MALGOM  &  CO. 

"  Featherweight " 

WADING  STOCKINGS. 


R.  B.  Marston,  Eaq.,  says : 
"  These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort." 

—Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 

The  Field,  June  30,  1900,  says  : 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not 
only  in  the  lightness  of  material,  but  in  the  sensible 
roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  tlie 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures, 
PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  lUustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  yoiinger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  Ulustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.C.G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regxilar  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  bo  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Eailway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office.  TUDOR  ST.,  E.C 


BREAD  and  BISCUIT  PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING'S  "NATURAL"  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

PIXTK  OB  WHITE. 

Highly  recommended  by  the  Editors  of  the  Fishing  Oatette,  Land  and  Water,  J.  H.  Eeene,  Greyllle 
FenneU,  and  by  all  the  leading  Anglera  of  the  day.  The  "  Trent  Otter  "  says :  "  I  killed  wHh  King's 
Bait  89  ash,  which  weighed  2241b.,  many  over  lib.  each."   Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets, 

Sa.,  6d.,  and  Is. ;  postage  extra. 
Amid  all  imitations  of  KING'S  "  NATURAL  "  (PASTE)  BAIT,  and  do  not  be  beguiled  into  buying  any 
other,  when  told  it  is  the  same,  or  similar,  but  insist  on  having  this  only,  which  has  a  reputation  of  26  Years. 

KING'S    BAIT    PRE  SER  VATI  YE. 

AWABDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen 
and  brightness,  of  Minnows,  Dace,  Eoach,  and  other  Natural  Baits.   Packets  Is.,  by  post  la.  3d. 

KINO'S  CEROI^EUIVI. 

A  snperior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots. 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a  season.   Prevents  kinking.   Cakes  6d.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  extra. 

WM.  KING,  Chemist,  Woodlands,  Woodbridge-road,  Ipswich  (late  of  167, 

Commercial-road,  E.). 
OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 
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THE   HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 


THE  FISHIl^O 


GAZETTE,* 

Bound  in  Cloth,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers,  price  6/6 
each ;  post  free,  7/3. 


LONGLEY'S  HOLIDAY  GUIDES 

ONE  PENNY  EACH.   ABUNDANTLY  ILLUSTRATED.   BEAUTIFULLY  PRINTED. 


1.  THE  RHINE.  [PLACES. 

2.  EAST  COAST  WATERING 

3.  A  RUN  TO  DUBLIN. 

4.  AMSTERDAM. 

5.  EASTERN  CATHEDRALS. 

6.  CHANNEL  ISLANDS. 

7.  MONA'S  ISLE. 

8.  SOUTHEND. 

9.  THROUGH  THE  LAKES. 

10.  DEVON  WATERING 
[PLACES. 

11.  CORNISH  COAST. 

12.  A  RUN  TO  CORK. 

13.  EPPING  FOREST. 

14.  WESTERN  ISLANDS. 

15.  MOURNE  MOUNTAINS. 

16.  MIDLAND  HEALTH 
[RESORTS. 

17.  PEAK  DISTRICT. 

18.  UP  THE  THAMES. 

19.  WESTERN  CATHEDRALS. 

20.  SOMERSET  &  DORSET. 

21.  COUNTY  DOWN. 

22.  FOREST  OF  DEAN. 


23.  KILLARNEY  LAKES. 

24.  KOUND  OBAN. 

25.  SOUTH-EAST  WALES. 
2S.  THE  IRISH  RHINE. 

27.  THE  POTTERIES. 

28.  ORKNEYS  &  SHETLANDS. 

29.  BELFAST, 

30.  DUNDALK  BAY. 

31.  MID-WALES,  [POOL. 

32.  SOUTHPORT    &  BLACK- 

33.  A  RUN  TO  GLASGOW. 

34.  CONNBMARA  &  WEST 

IRELAND. 
36.  INVER.'JESS  k  HIGH- 

[lands. 

36.  donegal  highlands, 

37.  cumberland  coast. 

38.  across  ireland. 

39.  round  glengariff. 
40  on  the  cambrian. 

41.  four  chat^nel  ports. 

42.  round  dublin. 

43.  tei6nm0uth. 

44.  sights  of  paris. 


ROUND  LONDON. 
GIANT'S  CAUSEWAY. 
NORTH  WALES. 
FLYING  SCOTCHMAN. 
RUN  TO  SCARBOKOUGH 
ON  THE  "COLUMBA." 
FAMOUS  CASTLES. 
ROUND  GLASGOW. 
ACROSS  WALES. 
A  TRIP  TO  NORWAY 
A  TRIP  TO  SWEDEN 
ON  THE  "  CEYLON." 
ROUND  BRUSSELS. 
ROUND  HARWICH. 
PEMBROKE  COAST 
CORNISH  WINTER 
WEYMOUTH.  [RESORTS. 
AROUND  BRECON. 
SEASIDE  A  B.C. 
ROUND  SUNNINGDALE. 
GWBERT-ON-THE-SEA 
FALMOUTH. 
ROUND  LULWORTH. 
ROUND  PENARTH. 
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The  Mersey  A. A.,  WamDgton,  fiahed  a  conteat  last  week 
end  at  Yale  Royal,  every  competitor  taking  fish.  Result . 
Meesrs.'  T.  Robinaon,  lib.  6oz.  ISdr.  ;  T.  Hayes, 
lib.  5oz.  lldr.;  P.  Clare,  lib.  5oz.  2dr. ;  J.  Samson, 
lib.  4oz.  Idr.  The  Travellers'  Rest  A.A.,  Warrington, 
fished  a  contest  at  Waverton  last  week-end,  S.U.  canal, 
the  prizes  going  to  Messrs.  0.  Shaw,  lOoz.  12dr. ;  J. 
Hadland,  lOoz.  Idr. ;  B.  Matthews,  7oz.  2dr. ;  E.  Brown, 
6oz.  12dr. }  W.  Pamell,  6oz.  9dr. ;  J.  Cairns,  5oz.  13dr. 
Some  Warrington  rods  at  Beeston  Castle,  in  the  same 
canal,  have  had  good  sport  with  roach  and  bream  up  to 
21b.  The  Association's  water  at  Newbridge  is  fishing 
better.  Several  good  roach  are  mentioned.  The  second 
visit  of  the_  Tyldesley  anglers  to  the  canal  at  Astley  was 
attended  with  good  results,  the  four  prizes  being  awarded 
to  Messrs.  Fred  Green.  17oz.  lOdr.  ;  R.  Davies,  12oz.  8dr. ; 
G.  Wilde,  lloz  3dr. ;  B.  Whiteside,  lOoz.  9dr.  This  com- 
bination of  anglers  seem  to  get  hold  of  fish  wherever  they  go. 
Our  rivers,  the  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune,  are  all  reported 
on  as  not  affording  much  sport.  Summed  up,  they  are 
all  short  of  water.  Rods  are  few,  fish  are  few,  catches 
small,  baskets  light,  and  only  early  and  late,  chiefly  late, 
is  any  fair  sport  to  be  had.  At  Liverpool  things  are  going 
on  in  the  old  merry  style,  the  City,  Cyprus,  Nelson,  West 
Derby,  Centrals,  Bootle,  and,  of  course,  the  "  Bees,"  are 
in  full  swing  with  their  different  contests,  of  which  it  may 
be  said  they  are  legion.  Local  rods  down  at  Dogdyke, 
especially  two  from  Bolton  (father  and  son),  have  had 
grand  sport  in  Coddington's  swims  at  Chapel  Hill, 
returning  home  with  a  heavy  load.  Now  is  the  time  for 
of  herliog  are  running  this  week.  These  are  locally 
getting  down  to  Dogdyke  ;  all  is  in  favour  of  the  angler, 
good  water  and  long  daylight,  but  early  and  late  beat  time, 
except  on  dull  days. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  George  A  S.,  Miles  Platting,  disposed  of  the  initial 
competition  for  their  silver  challenge  cup  on  Saturday  last, 
at  Diggle,  the  society's  trout  waters  being  used  for  the 
purpose.   After  a  most  enjoyable  contest,  although  not 
many  fish  were  taken,  Mr.  C.  Whitehurst  wag  declared 
entitled  to  hold  the  trophy  until  the  next  contest.  The 
Derby  A.S.,  Salford,  are  due  at  Waverton  this  week-end 
to  decide  one  of  their  club  fixtures,  for  which  convenient 
amngements  have  been  made.    The  Welcome  A.S. 
opened  the  season  at  Poynton,  thirty-two  members  taking 
part,  of  which  twenty-two  caught  fish.  The  secretary  gays  : 
"Sport  was  exceediagly  good."    The  contest  is  further 
described  as  "  the  keenest  yet  experienced."   The  follow- 
ing are  the  prize  winners  :  Messrs.  G.  Barber,  W.  Dyson, 
T.  HassaU,  W.  Arnold,  F.  W.  Garner,  W.  C.  Hawkins, 
W.  Cbeetham,  G.  Arnold,  G.  Newton,  T.  Dickinson, 
F.  Smith,  Jaa.  Newton,  S.  Dawson,  R.  Lewis,  E.  S^Teale, 
S.  Newton.   In  aU  eighty-four  fish  were  taken,  the 
best   8Joz.    Three    city    rods   were    indulging  last 
Saturday  in  a  day's  sea  fishing  at  Fleetwood;  result, 
one  eel  a  few  ounces,  another  a  few  drachms,  two 
oraba  that  could  each  be  put  in  a  watch  case,  and  a  grand 
fluke  of  ^Ib.    The  local  fishermen  say  this  is  average  sport, 
and  advise  staying;  at  home  altogether  or  going  mUes  out 
to  sea.    Sea  fishing  at  Liverpool  is  far  better  than  this. 
The  Weaste  A.S.  fished  their  aecond  annual  match  at 
Poynton,  and  succeeded  in  awarding  all  the  nine  prizes 
offered.    The  following  are  the  first  three:  Messrs.  R. 
Morris,  G.  Lowe,  and  T.  Raven.   The  other  nimes  are 
not  sent.   The  Urmaton  and  Plixton  A.S.  decided  their 
third  match  on  the  CP.  A.  A.  waters  at  Irlam  on  Saturday 
last.    The  secretary  says,  "  Sport  was  very  good,  and  the 
following  were  returned  the  winners :  Messrs.  A.  W 
Crank,  J.  W.  Jones,  F.  Crawford,  and  C.  Slatter." 
Several  of  our  locals  have  been  unfortunate  lately  in  visit- 
ing waters,  and  finding  them  in  a  condition  known  aa 
broken."  Just  at  present  several  well-known  waters  may 
be  expected  in  this  condition,  and  if  so  it  is  of  no  use 
to   try  to  get   any  fish,  for  they  won't   bite.  A 
special  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  but 
terminated  too  late  for  notice  this  week.    The  question  of 
holding  a  championship  match  was  a  leading  item  of  the 
bnsinesa.   A  great  many  enquiries  are  being  made  in  this 
city  as  to  how  it  is  minor  events  always  pay  and  major 
events  never.   Competitors  will  pay  Is.  to  fish  for  £10,  but 
only  the  same  quantity  about  for  £15,  £20,  or  even  £25. 
La«t  season  the  N.A.A.  £30,  the  W.C.P.  £25,  and  the 
C.P.A.A.,  say,  £20,  all  failed  to  clear  themselves,  and  this 
year  ramour  has  it  that  the  events  are  to  be  less.  Are 
there  too  many  ? 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Some  fine  catches  of  roach  and  bream  have  been 
obtained  in  this  district  during  the  last  few  days.  Mr.  A. 
Langley  Simmons,  of  King's  Teignton,  Devonshire,  and  hia 
brother,  Mr.  S.  W.  Simmons,  had  a  fine  day's  sport  on 
the  19th  inst.  on  private  water  near  Horning.  Starting 
at  4  a.m.  they  had  by  midday  killed  over  2001b.  of  fish. 
Not  one  bream  under  21b.  was  killed,  several  over  31b., 
and  one  41b.  lOoz.  Specimen  fish  in  roach,  rudd,  and 
perch  were  taken,  the  rudd  being  an  especially  good 
lot,  in  fine  condition.  The  swims  were  not  very  heavily 
ground-baited,  and  a  tail  of  a  lob  was  found  to  be  the  best 
hook  bait.  From  the  16th  to  the  19th  these  gentlemen 
took  nearly  4001b.  of  fish  from  the  Bnre  and  adjoining 
broads,  fishing  early  in  the  morning  and  late  in  the  evening. 
Other  anglers  have  had  excellent  sport;  Mr.  C.  B 
Betta,  of  Norwich,  had  1801b.  to  hia  own  rod  on  Thursday 
last.  At  Surlingham,  BrundaJl,  and  Buokenham,  a 
few  Igood  catches  have  been  obtained.  One  angler,  in  a 
few  hours'  fishing,  on  Tuesday  evening,  had  601b.  of  bream, 
at  BrundaU.  The  Norwich  Angling  Club  fished  their 
annual  match  on  Tuesday.  The  result  of  the  competition 
was  that  the  challenge  cup,  the  club  trophy,  and  first 
prize  money  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Brown,  who  also  took 
the  special  for  the  best  catch  of  roach  ;  Mr.  R.  G.  Smith 
was   second;   Mr.    T.    Smith,  tWrd;  Mr.  G.  Oubitt, 


fourth  and  specials  for  the  largest  fiah  and  best  catch  of 
bream.  Waters  are  all  in  excellent  condition,  and  good 
sport  may  be  looked  for,  under  present  climatic  conditions, 
for  some  time  to  come. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  temporary  change.  Barbel 
fishers  have  taken  fish  at  Colwiok  weirhead,  Wilford, 
Clifton  (Grove  swim),  Sawley.  King's  Mills,  and  other 
places.  At  Shardlow,  Mr.  H.  Spray,  Mr.  P.  W.  K. 
Wallis,  and  the  Chief  Constable  of  the  City  creeled,  on 
Tuesday,  about  40Ib.  of  roach,  dace,  bream,  &o.,  and  on  a 
previous  occasion  Mr.  Wallis  had  nine  large  bream  and 
one  barbel.  Mr.  W.  BUis  has  nightly  scored  amongst 
roaoh  with  creed  wheat,  and  good  bags  of  dace  and  chub 
have  been  made  by  Mr.  T.  Davis,  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  and 
Mr.  W.  Gregory.  Messrs.  Ripon,  Hind,  and  Bee,  of  the 
City  Piscatorials,  have,  with  gentles,  basrged  701b.  of  roach 
and  bream  at  Barton,  which  fishery  is  just  now  in  eager 
demand.  One  of  our  leading  aatateurs  is  on  tour  at  Mr. 
J.  S.  Hurley's  celebrated  waters  (Killaloe,  in  Ireland), 
and  he  drops  our  correspondent  a  post  card  to  the  following 
effect :  "  Had  a  good  day  yesterday  (July  18)  on  Lough 
Derg,  perch  and  pike ;  largest  pike  201b.,  smallest  perch 
l|lb.  All  taken  with  the  phantom  minnow.  In  evening 
tried  the  fly,  and  took  three  and  a  half  brace  very  large 
trout. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  heavy  rains  experienced  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  during  the  week-end  did  not  affect  the  Boston 
drains,  the  district  only  being  visited  by  thunder  and 
b'ghtning,  rain  being  absent ;  consequently  the  waters  are 
now  very  low  and  clear,  and  anglers  have  had  practically 
no  sport.  The  fish  are  completely  off  the  feed,  and  the 
catches  are  really  not  worth  mentioning.  As  showing  the 
state  of  affairs,  anglers  who  commenced  fishing  at  daylight 
gave  over  at  eleven  o'clock  for  the  day,  and  among  them 
were  some_  of  the  most  expert  rodsmen  in  Sheffield.  The 
Wisbech  district,  on  the  contrary,  has  done  very  well,  and 
as  proof  of  this,  one  gentleman,  fishing  at  Three  Holes, 
using  worms  as  bait,  secured  701b.  of  bream,  fairly  good 
fish,  running  up  to  3ilb.  each.  Fair  sport  has  also  been 
met  with  in  the  Trent  among  the  roach  and  small  bream. 
The  former  are  coming  on  very  well  indeed,  and  will  be  in 
very  nice  condition  in  a  fortnight.  At  Dam  Flask  the 
trout  have  come  on  the  feed  again,  and  some  very  good 
baskets  have  been  made,  some  attaining  six  to  seven  brace. 
A  typical  basket  contained  four  brace  weighing  71b.,  the 
best  fiah  being  just  under  21b.  Three  were  taken  with  the 
maggot,  and  the  remainder  with  the  fly,  and  all  were 
secured  in  the  evening, 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE, 

The  water  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Shrews- 
bury is  not  to  be  recommended  for  trial  jast  now,  as  the 
new  sewage  scheme  is  not  yet  in  working  order,  and  the 
stream  and  atmosphere  are  in  places  alike  polluted. 
Above  the  town,  however,  the  river  is  purer  than  are  most 
rivers  at  the  present  time,  and  shady  nooks  for  bottom  fish- 
ing, or  rapid  fords  for  casting  the  fly  over  are  to  be  found.  It 
is  not  generally  known  that  some  heavy  bream  are  to  be 
seen  during  this  sunny  weather  ju3t  above  the  Coleham 
Iron  Foundry  at  Shrewsbury.  Bream  do  not  appear  to  be 
common' to  the  Severn,  but  nevertheless,  a  shoal  of  about 
twenty  or  more  of  these  fish  have  thia  week  been  watched 
with  interest  by  several  Shrewsbury  anglers.  At  Preston 
Boats  one  or  two  salmon  have  also  been  observed.  Salmon 
fishing  near  the  mouth  of  the  Vyrnwy  has  this  season  been 
very  much  better  than  during  the  past  few  years. 


WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  weather  has  been  so  excessively  hot, 
anglers  in_  great  numbers  have  flocked  to  the  varioas 
streams  to  indulge  in  their  favourite  pastime.    The  melting 
moments,  the  torment  of  flies,  the  absence  of  sport,  have 
not  kept  them  back.    Club  competitions  have  taken  place, 
and  in  the  blazing  sunshine  prizes  have  been  fisbed  for  and 
won.    The  York  House  Club  had  a  well-attended  competi- 
tion at  Wyre  Piddle  in  the  Avon  on  Saturday  last.  The 
contest  lasted  three  hours  in  full  sunshine,  and  Mr.  W. 
Allen  wafl  at  the  top  with  31b.  Sjoz. ;  T.  Tyler,  second  • 
H.Hayes,  third;  Alf.  Bit,  fourth;  A.Cotton,  fifth;  J. 
Drinkwater,  sixth ;  the  prize  winners  running  each  other 
very  close.    The  drive  home  in  the  cool  of  the  evening 
was  enjoyed  much.    The  Sabrina  Club  had  their  second 
competition  in  the  Avon  at  Pershore  on  July  22.  Mr. 
P.  Champkins  catered  for  them,  and  provided  the  water 
for  the  contest.    Twenty -seven  members  competed.  It 
was  a  pegged-down  match  of  four  hours'  duration,  Mr. 
Hoale  taking  first  prize  with  31b.  13ioz. ;  Mr.  W.  Harris, 
second,  21b.  lljoz  ;  T.  Osborn,  third,  21b.  3foz. ;  h! 
Tyler,  fourth;  J.  Jones,  fifth;  A.  Cole,  sixth;  F. 
Champkins,  seventh;  W,  Ngrcott,  eighth;  C.  Abbott, 
ninth ;  Mr.  W.  Harris,  the  heaviest  fish,  a  bream, 
21b.    12oz. ;    T.    Osborne,   heaviest   roach,    lib.  2oz. 
Many  single  individual  good  catches  of  coarse  fish  have 
been  had  in  all  the  rivers.    Mr.  Chas.  Huokle,  of  Uoton- 
on-8evern,  had  five  fish  weighing  7ib.  12oz. ;  Mr.  J.  White 
had  161b.  of  bream  and  roach  in  the  Avon  ;  his  friend,  Mr. 
S.  Stoke,  14lb.    A  lot  of  fine  dace  and  chub  have  been 
caught  in  the  Teme  with  maggot  and  fly.    The  fly  has 
also  been  answerable  for  some  good  dishes  of  trout  and 
grayling  in  the  latter  river,  most  of  the  fish  being  caught 
in  the  early  morning  or  in  the  evening.    The  rivers  are 
now  very  low  and  stale,  and  rain  is  much  needed  to  freshen 
up  the  streams,  and  refresh  the  thirsty  earth. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  waters  committee  of  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  pf  Anglers  held  a  meeting  on  Monday 
evening,  at  which  representatives  of  various  clubs  were 
present,  and  a  good  deal  of  business  was  transacted,  Mr. 
J.  D.  Hargreaves,  the  secretary,  was   requested  to 


communicate  with  a  number  of  landowners,  with  the  view 
to  acquiring  some  good  stretches  of  water  for  fishing 
purposes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  York.  On 
Saturday  the  members  of  the  George  the  Fourth 
(York)  A.A.  met  at  West  Cottingwith,  and  passed  a 
rather  enjoyable  time.  They  found  the  river  very 
low,  though  in  fairly  good  condition.  The  heat  culminated 
about  six  o'clock  in  a  thunderstorm  of  some  violenos. 
"  The  rains  descended,  and  the  floods  came,"  and  beat 
upon  the  hardy  Waltonians,  but  they  fell  not,  and  most  of 
them  stuck  to  their  ground,  being,  of  course,  thoroughly 
drenched.  At  the  weigh-in  Mr.  J.  Poster  stood  first,  with 
61b.  2ioz. ;  Mr.  H.  Baker  being  second,  51b.  5oz. ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Henderson,  third,  41b.  15oz.  A  convivial  evening 
followed,  and  the  party  returned  to  York  soon  after  nine 
o  clock.  The  thunderstorms  of  Friday  night  and 
Saturday  did  good  generally  to  the  fishing  streams,  but 
the  cry  is  still  for  more  rain  in  many  quarters. 
The  Clifton  (York)  A.A.  fished  their  second  match  of  the 
season  at  Elvington,  by  permission  of  Mr.  Taylor,  on 
Monday.  The -river  was  rather  low,  but  in  good  trim, 
but  the  day  being  very  bright  and  hot,  successful  angling 
was  out  of  the  question.  The  catch  consisted  chiefly  of 
small  roach  and  dace,  and  a  few  flounders.  Amongst  the 
best  catches  were  :  Wm.  Wood,  31b.  5oz. ;  H.  Daphne 
21b.  6oz.  ;  and  F.  Styan,  21b.  2ioz.  Mr.  Daphne  caught 
a  nice  chub  of  lib.  4oz.  The  Leeman-road  Working  Men's 
Olnb  went  on  Saturday  to  West  Cottingwith,  where,  by 
permission  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Dunnington -Jefferson,  they  held 
their  first  match.  There  were  forty-three  anglers,  and 
forty-one  caught  fish.  The  afternoon's  sport  was  spoilt 
by  the  thunderstorm.  The  catch  was  small,  O.  S.  Wake 
who  was  first,  taking  lib.  Ojoz.  ' 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Wasp  Geub.— Put  the  "cakes  "  in  an  oven,  and  bake 
them.    They  will,  when  killed,  be  ready  for  use. 

Traveller.— Wioklow  affords  very  good  sport  for  the 
angler.  It  is  within  easy  distance  of  Dublin,  and  the  train 
service  and  hotel  accommodation  excellent.  The  journey 
can  be  made  either  from  Westland-row  or  Harcourt-street 
to  Bray.  Anglers  usually  select  Enniskerry  as  head- 
quarters, it  being  the  centre  of  a  district  teeming  with 
fish.  To  the  Dargle  and  Powersoourt  is  only  a  short 
way  from  here.  The  Annamore,  a  small  river  near 
Glendalough,  should  be  visited,  as  also  the  Valley  of 
Cronbane,  in  which  is  the  meeting  of  the  waters.  Wooden- 
bridge  is  also  in  this  vale,  and  a  favourite  rendezvous  for 
anglers,  as  the  Ovoca  is  well  stocked  with  fish.  Lough 
Dan,  which  is  sitnated  somewhat  more  inland,  is  much 
frequented  by  anglers. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  do  not  desire  to  in  any  way  discourage 
your  correspondent,  Mr.  Lansdale,  but  when  he  asks  for 
some  popular  resort  where  he  may  get  good  trout  fishing, 
I  must  confess  to  feeling  a  little  non-plussed.  In  the  first 
instance,  Mr.  Lansdale  does  not  say  when  he  intends 
taking  his  holiday  ;  for  this  and  next  month  are  about  the 
worst,  in  my  idea,  to  think  of  for  trout  fishing  near  any 
well  known  seaside  place.  As  regards  Wales,  there  is 
trout  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Barmouth 
Towyn,  Aberdovey,  and  Machynlleth,  though  the  last- 
named  is  not  on  the  sea  coast,  and  Towyn  is  rather  flat 
country.  The  Artro  river,  at  Llanbedr,  about  four  miles 
(if  I  remember  rightly)  from  Barmouth,  affords  trout 
fishing,  but  they  run  small ;  then  there  are  the  Arthog 
lakes  and  brook,  about  the  same  distance,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  Barmouth,  and  the  Mawddaoh  river  (on  whose 
estuary  the  town  of  Barmouth  stands)  above  Dolgelly— 
that  would  be  ten  miles  upstream— bat  from  what  I  heard 
or  read  several  years  ago  this  river  suffered  in  places  from 
lead  mine  poisoning.  A  friend  of  mine  tells  me  the 
Dovey,  a,t  Machynlleth,  is  good  in  the  early  season ;  but  I 
think  it  is  considerably  fished  in  the  tourist  portion 'of  the 
year.  Nevertheless,  the  scenery  is  very  good.  At  Towyn 
there  is  the  Dysynni,  of  which  I  can  only  say  that  the 
river  m  the  proximity  of  the  town  appears  to  me  to  be 
rather  open. 

There  is  fishing  in  the  Aberystwyth  district,  but  of  that 
I  cannot  give  information. 

As  regards  Devonshire,  I  certainly  stayed  at  Teign- 
mouth,  and  also  at  Dartmouth,  several  years  ago ;  bat 
that  was  at  the  close  of  July  and  the  commencement  of 
August,  and  then  I  did  no  fresh- water  fishing  while  at  the 
first  place,  and  the  Dart  was  at  its  lowest  when  I  saw  it 
There  is  an  ornamental  water  at  Dawlish  that  I  noticed  a 
good  number  of  trout  in,  but  they  appeared  quite  use  to 
passera-by. 

Mr.  Lansdale  might  try  Lynmouth  in  N.  Devon  but 
there  again  the  fish  are  small.  A  friend  fished  that  stream 
a  good  deal  a  few  seasons  ago,  during  the  summer  months 
and  he  generally  basketed  about  twenty  for  a  day's  fishl 
ing  with  the  fly  alone.  The  country  itself  is  delightful 
and  though  recently  a  narrow  gauge  railway  has  been  run 
from  Barnstaple  to  Lynton,  I  do  not  think  there  has  been 
any  great  influx  of  visitors  occasioned  thereby.  Originally 
the  route  was  by  coach  from  Minehead,  Dnlverton,  Barn- 
staple, or  Ilfracombe ;  or  steamer  from  the  last  named 
Bristol,  or  Cardiff. 

I  have  always  noticed  there  are  lady  anglers  on  the 
Lyn,  and  though  I  have  on  several  occasions  visited 
Lynmouth  and  Lynton,  and  once  stayed  there  for  over 
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a  week,  I  have  never  wetted  a  line  in  the  river.  I  think 
Is.  a  day  is  the  charge  for  fishing. — Yours  faithfully, 

Penarth.  Ernest  Webster. 

P.S. — Perhaps  the  "  A.  A.  "  might  like  to  recommend 
Scarborough ! 

WIRE  LINES. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  July  21  appears  a  letter 
under  above  heading  by  a  correspondent  signing  himself 
"Alnbrae."  In  the  course  of  his  letter  "Alnbrae" 
Bpeaks  of  the  exhaustive  test  he  has  made  of  wire  lines  ; 
judging  from  his  remarks  we  take  it  that  he  tested  the 
line  in  a  slack  tide,  and  also  used  rings  and  not  pulleys. 
Wire  lines  want  proper  handling,  given  which  they  work 
excellently.  It  is  not  the  line  which  is  at  fault,  but 
"  Alnbrae's  "  methods.  The  introduction  of  wire  lines  is 
one  of  the  greatest  boons  to  sea  anglers.  It  enables  him 
to  fish  some  of  the  best  grounds,  hitherto  not  possible  with 
rod  and  line  in  consequence  of  the  very  heavy  leads 
necessary.  As  to  "  Alnbrae's "  lOyds.  or  15yds.  swim 
with  a  silk  line,  when  there  is  a  tide  running  of  any 
strength,  one  cannot  find  bottom  at  all,  with  all  the  supply 
of  leads  fixed  up.  If  "  Alnbrae  "  will  communicate  with  us 
we  may  be  able  to  give  him  a  few  hints  for  future  guidance 
when  using  a  wire  line.  Wire  lines  do  what  no  other 
lines  will ;  that  is,  find  bottom  in  the  heaviest  of  tides,  and 
if  desired,  catch  fish  with  ledger  or  paternoster,  which  is 
absolutely  necessary.  There  are  thousands  of  these  lines 
in  use,  and  the  latest  and  most  perfect  is  that  made  of 
German  silver  sixteen-ply  wire,  which  is  gaining  in  favour 
daily.  Properly  handled,  they  cannot  be  excelled. — 
Faithfully  yours,  A.  Carter  and  Co  ,  Ltd  , 

Sole  Agents  for  Messrs.  Ormiston's  Wire  Lines. 

137,  St.  John-street-road,  London,  B.C. 

Dear  Sir, — The  usual  misconceptions  and  mistakes 
that  in  previous  seasons  seemed  so  prevalent  as  regards 
wire  lines  are  again  to  the  fore  in  the  letter  of  your  corre- 
spondent "  Alnbrae,"  in  your  issue  of  July  21. 

It  is,  perhaps,  as  well  to  again  point  out : 

1.  That  wire  lines  are  not  intended  for  use  in  slack 

tides. 

2.  That  wire  lines  should  on  no  account  be  touched  with 

the  hand,  but  should  be  controlled  entirely  from  the 
winch. 

3.  That  wire  lines  should  not,  in  common  fairness,  be 

used  through  rod  rings. 

I  should  further  be  much  pleased  to  learn,  as  honorary 
secretary  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  as  to  where 
the  happy  spot  js  situated  at  which  "  sea  fishing  has  been 
now  in  full  swing  for  some  weeks,"  as  the  information 
would  be  of  great  value  to  our  members. 

In  conclusion,  I  hold  no  brief  for  wire  lines,  but  think 
every  invention  should  have  a  fair  trial.  Fishing  wire  line 
through  rod  rings  in  slack  water  during  the  silly  season  is 
hardly  worth  calling  a  trial  at  all. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  8.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec.  B.S.A.S.). 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  21st  "  Alnbrae  "  goes 
in  for  running  down  the  wire  line.  All  I  can  say  is  that 
I  was  the  first  to  use  the  braided  German  silver  wire  line, 
and  do  not  find  any  of  the  objections  that  your  corre- 
spondent mentions. 

If  the  above  line  is  used  with  the  proper  fittings  on  the 
rod,  there  is  no  line  in  existence  to  equal  it  for  fishing  in 
strong  tides ;  in  fact,  you  can  fish  with  this  line  when  you 
are  not  able  to  fish  with  either  a  silk,  flax,  or  hemp  one, 
as  it  does  not  hold  any  water,  and  seems  to  out  the  water 
without  being  swayed  to  any  great  extent. 

I  have  used  the  first  line  that  was  ever  made  of  this 
material  up  to  the  present  time,  and  it  is  as  good  now  as 
the  day  I  had  it.— Yours,  &c.,  T.  B.  B. 

DEAD  FISH  IN  THE  WENSUM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  to-day  (July  22)  seen  many 
thousands  of  bream,  roach,  &c  ,  floating  dead  in  the  river 
Wensum,  many  of  them  good  sized  fish. 

This  is  not  a  very  encouraging  spectacle  to  an  angler 
coming  all  the  way  from  London,  and  I  think  the  matter 
ought  to  be  investigated.  I  should  like  to  know  your 
opinion. — Yours  truly,  W.  Murray  Norrie. 

SALMON  FLIES  AND  THEIE  DRESSINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me 
through  the  columns  of  your  paper  a  few  of  the  best 
salmon  flies  to  use  on  the  river  that  flows  out  of  Lake 
Windermere  and  enters  the  sea  at  Greenodd,  Lanes. ,  with, 
if  possible,  the  dressings  of  same  ?  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  faithfully.  Lex. 

P.S. — I  believe  the  name  of  the  river  is  the  Bela. 

FISHING  IN  LOCH  RUTHVEN. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  letter 
written  by  Surg. -Col.  C.  Colvin  Smith  which  is  calculated 
to  give  an  entirely  false  impression  to  the  fishing  world. 

Many  of  the  anglers  fishing  Loch  Ruthven  stay  at  this 
hotel,  and  since  May  23 — the  date  of  my  entry  here — 
between  3000  and  4000  trout  (a  fair  proportion  of  them 
considerably  over  lib.)  have  passed  through  my  hands,  and 
I  state  most  emphatically  that  I  have  not  seen  the  slightest 
trace  of  disease  in  any  form.  AU  the  trout  brought  here 
have  been  in  fine  condition,  and  if  you  wish  to  examine  any 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  send  on  some  for  your  inspection. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  M.  Cameron. 

Flichity  Hotel,  Aberarder, 
Inverness-shire,  N.B. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  LULWORTH. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  numerous  readers  give  me 
any  information  aa  to  boats,  men,  &o.,  for  sea  fishing  at 


Lulworth,  Dorset  ?  I  propose  spending  August  and 
September  there  this  year,  and  any  information  will  be 
gratefully  accepted  by — Yours  truly.  Bishop. 


THE  68lb.  salmon. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  letter  signed  "  Boxwood  " 
which  appears  in  your  issue  of  June  23,  I  enclose  herewith 
a  letter  and  sketch  of  fish  which  appeared  in  Land  and 
Water,  Sept.  8_,  1894  ;  _  also  a  letter  from  the  Field,  thefoot- 
note  by  the  editor  being  worth  quoting.  I  hope  you  can 
publish  these  as  interesting. 

You  will  notice  the  reference  to  loss  of  blood,  &c.,  and 
considering  the  time  after  fish  was  killed,  I  do  not  consider 
the  allowance  of  4^1b.  as  excessive.  The  fish  should  always 
have  been  called  72Jlb.— Faithfully  yours, 

____     John  Jas.  Hardy. 

The  letter  to  which  Mr.  Hardy  refers  is  the  following  : 
THE  GROWTH  OF  SALMON. 

Sir, — In  your  last  issue  I  note  a  statement  that  the 
largest  salmon  ever  taken  with  rod  and  line  was  killed  on 
the  Aora  some  three  years  ago. 

If  not  a  clerical  error,  this  is  an  interesting  example  of 
the  well-known  attribute  which  fish  have  of  continuing  to 
grow  after  death.  In  the  catalogue  which  was  publithed 
by  the  firm  which  made  the  rod  which  was  held  by  the 
angler  that  killed  the  fish  that  weighed,  &c.,  the  weight  of 
this  fish,  apparently  the  one  referred  to,  is  given  as  681b. 
It  now  weighs  72Jlb.  This  increase— 4|lb.  in  three  years 
— shows,  I  think,  distinct  promise. 

Until  now  I  have  been  under  the  impression  that  the 
largest  salmon,  &c  ,  was  taken  in  British  Columbia  in 
1896.  He  weighed  701b.  when  he  died,  but  I  have  not 
heard  how  he  has  been  getting  on  lately. 

I  think  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that,  interesting  as 
the  post-mortem  growth  of  fish  undoubtedly  is,  careful 
record  of  the  mortal  weight  of  phenomenal  specimens 
should  be  carefully  preserved. — I  am,  &c.  Boxwood. 

[Doubtless  there  is  an  error  somewhere.  Will  Mr. 
Hardy  kindly  put  his  finger  on  the  spot  ?— Ed.] 

Mr.  Hardy  "  puts  his  finger  on  the  spot "  by  sending  the 
following  paragraph  from  the  Field  of  Sept.  29, 1894 : 

"  Many  readers  of  the  Field  would  notice  with  sorrow 
the  casual  announcement,  in  a  recent  issue,  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  Wilfrid  Kennedy,  second  son  of  the  late  Mr.  Mylee 
Kennedy,  J.P.,  of  Stone  Cross,  Ulverston.  'The  deceased 
gentleman,  who  died  suddenly  on  Aug.  18  at  Ulverston 
House,  Sogndal  i  Sogn,  Norway,  of  paralysis  cordis,  had 
enjoyed  excellent  sport  until  the  eve  of  his  death.  He, 
with  his  brother  (Mr.  Myles  Kennedy,  of  Ulverston)  and 
Mr.  Gordon  Smith,  caught  upwards  of  16661b.  weight  of 
large  salmon,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  sea  trout.  The 
largest  salmon  taken  by  the  rods  weighed  681b.,  and  was 
killed  by  Mr.  WLfrid  Kennedy  only  a  week  before  his 
death.  This  is  the  largest  fish  ever  caught  in  Mr. 
Kennedy's  river,  the  Aiira,  which  is  celebrated  for  these 
monsters,  and  he  presented  it  to  the  Bergen  Museum. 
The  next  largest  was  killed  last  year  by  Mr.  Myles 
Kennedy  ;  it  weighed  511b  ,  and  was  51in.  in  length  and 
27in.  in  girth.  This  gentleman's  largest  fish  this  year  was 
one  of  481b.,  and  that  is  now  being  mounted  in  the 
National  Museum  at  Bergen  for  Mr.  Kennedy. — A.  S  Z. 
[So  far  as  is  known ,  the  681b.  salmon  is  the  largest  taken 
by  rod  and  line,  certainly  within  the  memory  of  living 
men.— Ed.]" 

THE  LARGE  NORWEGIAN  SALMON  FROM  THE 
AORA. 

(From  Land  and  Water,  Sept.  8,  1894.) 

A  correspondent,  having  asked  for  particulars  as  to  the 
way  in  which  this  monster  met  his  fate,  we  wrote  to  Mr. 
Hardy  for  further  details,  and  now  publish  his  reply  : — 

Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  the 
fish  was  killed  with  a  prawn  mounted  on  a  patent  "  Sande- 
man"  tackle,  dressed  on  treble  gut  and  extra  strong 
trebles,  which  we  specially  make  for  this  river.  The  time 
taken  in  killing  was,  I  believe,  twenty  minutes.  The  late 
Mr.  Wilfred  Kennedy  was  a  very  powerful  man,  and  on 
hooking  the  fish  in  slack  water  he  simply  held  on  all  he 
could,  the  20ft.  cane-built  steel-osntre  rod  being  fairly 
doubled  up. 

The  position  in  which  he  was  standing  was  some  8ft. 
above  and  20ft.  from  the  water,  on  a  rock,  so  that  he  had 
re  at  commai  dover  the  fish,  which  never  left  the  pool. 
If  it  had  done  so,  the  termination  of  the  stiuggle  would,  I 
fear,  have  been  very  different.  I  mypp'f  hooked  off  the 
same  stand  a,  very  heavy  fish,  besides  killing  three  others, 
so  have  a  fair  idea  of  the  possibilities.  Beyond  and  below 
this  pool  the  water  is  deep,  and  runs  over  many  bad  rocks 
and  deep  gullies,  which  are  very  rough  on  tackle.  The 
road  one  has  to  travel  when  a  fish  takes  down  is  detest- 
able, being  simply  a  maBS  of  granite  boulders  thrown  down 
indiscriminately,  and  what  road  there  is  is  over  some  and 
round  others— no  small  joke  when  your  fish  gets  lOOyds, 
ahead  of  you. 

The  weight  was  first  tried  with  a  new  601b.  Salter's 
spring  balance,  which  was  found  insufficient.  Then  a 
Norwegian  arrangement  was  resorted  to.  This  Mr. 
Kennedy,  who  was  thoroughly  conversant  with  Norsk, 
quite  understood,  as  also  did  his  friend  and  attendants, 
and  the  comparative  English  weight  was  681b.  This  was 
some  hours  afterwards,  and  the  fish  had  lost  much  blood. 

I  omitted  to  say  it  took  two  men  to  gaft  him. 

Jno.  Jas.  Hardy. 

F.S.—Land  and  Water  published  a  sketch  of  the  681b. 
salmon,  in  the  centre  of  which  was  inscribed  the 
following :  ■ 

August  6,  1894.  Caught  by  Wilfrid  Kennedy,  681b.  j 
54in.  by  29Jin.  (killed  by  a  20ft.  built-cane  steel-centre 
"  Hardy  "  rod.) 

Witnessed  by— H.  Gordon-Smith,  Anders  Briksen, 
Johan  J.  Pluos,  A.  0.  Stiaig,  Johanes  J.  Aarttln. 


FISHING  IN  A  THUNDERSTORM. 

Sir,— As  regards  risk  from  lightning,  I  may  say  that 
here  it  is  not  usual  to  fish  in  a  lightning  storm,  as  we  are 
of  opinion  that  the  fish  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  river.  To 
those  who  fish  in  such  a  case  Herr  Stork  gives  the  best 
advice  :  "  La^  the  rod  on  the  ground,  put  on  your  mackin- 
tosh, and  wait  calmly  till  the  worst  is  ovarpast."— I  am, 
sir,  yours  faithfully,  Francis  Whelan. 

Ferns,  co.  Wexford.   


"  BLACK  HACKLE  "  ASKED  TO  EXPLAIN. 
Dear  Sir,— Isn't  "  Black  Hackle"  playing  it  rather 
low  down  on  the  innocent  novice  when  he  advises  him  in 
putting  on  worms  to  "  insert  hook  below  tail  of  first, 
bringing  it  out  Jin.  lower." — Yours  puzzled, 

— —  Wbentail. 
FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Gedney's  letter  respecting  Leenane 
fishing  is  quite  in  accordance  with  my  experience,  that  the 
Irishmen  _  stick  on  the  expenses  to  such  an  extent  that  to 
anglers  with  moderate  purses  "  the  game  is  not  worth  the 
candle."  . 

We  see  in  print  nowadays  that  splendid  fishing  is  to  be 
had  in  Ireland,  and  that  it  is  a  mistake  for  English  anglers 
not  to  go  and  take  advantage  of  it ;  but  when  you  come  to 
compare  facts  as  to  surroundings  between  Irish  and  Scotch 
fishings  it  is  little  wonder  that  the  former  are  neglected, 
and  the  latter  well  patronised  every  year. 

I  have  been  at  Leenane,  and  more  than  once  through 
Connemara  from  Westport  to  Galway  and  Carna,  and  I 
corroborate  what  Mr.  Gedney  says  as  to  cost  of  sport,  and 
I  should  have  paid  many  more  frequent  visits  had  it  been 
more  reasonable. 

Take,  as  example,  the  white  trout  fishing  in  the  series 
of  loughs  about  Recess,  which  is  often  exceedingly  good. 
You  cannot  get  off  for  less  than  17s  6d.  to  £1  a  day 
expenses,  exclusive  of  carriage  hire,  and  unless  money  is  of 
no  account,  as  I  suppose  it  must  be  to  many  who  go  to 
these  fisheries,  I  can  only  repeat  that  "  the  game  is  not 
worth  the  candle." 

On  the  bulk  of  Irish  loughs  of  any  size  Paddy  does  not 
like  to  work  a  boat  alone.  He  must  have  two  men  to  row, 
and,  of  course,  it  means  two  mens'  lunch,  whisky,  and 
wages,  besides  boat  hire  and  fishing  permission,  where 
one  boatman  ought  to  be  ample.  Yon  do  not  find  it  so  in 
Scotland,  even  on  the  largest  and  stormiest  lochs,  like 
Loch  Awe  and  Loch  Lomond.  The  boats  are  all  one-man 
boats,  and  are  perfectly  safe  and  well  managed  if  the 
gillie  is  properly  up  to  his  business. 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  have  always  come  away  from  Irish 
fishing  with  the  impression  that  an  English  angler  is  fair 
game  to  Paddy  to  get  all  he  can  out  of  him,  and  that  most 
items  of  angling  expense  are  double  what  they  will  be 
found  in  Scotland,  and  I  should  be  obliged  to  any 
correspondent  who  can  make  it  clear  that  there  are  places 
in  Ireland  where  good  fishiog  can  be  got  at  as  reasonable 
a  rate  all  round  as  in  Scotland. 

Take,  for  example,  one  fact  as  regards  autumn  white 
trout  fishing.  You  are  bound  to  take  out  a  "  salmon 
licence,"  at  a  cost  of  20-i.  (for,  say,  ten  days'  or  a  fort- 
night's holiday  fishing).  You  do  not  want  to  catch  salmon 
— only  sea  trout — and  do  not  go  provided  with  proper 
tackle  for  salmon  angling,  and  with  trout  tackle  may 
fairly  expect  to  get  smashed  up  if  a  salmon  goes  for  your 
trout  flies. 

People  who  can  afford  salmon  fishing  can  afford  to  pay 
for  a  licence,  and  rightly  so,  but  it  seems  an  anomaly  that 
the  trout  fisher  (white  trout)  should  be  obliged  to  pay  for 
a  203.  licence  for  fish  he  does  not  want  and  would  rather 
be  without.  It  is  not  so  in  Scotland.  You  may  catch  all 
the  sea  trout  you  can,  and  never  be  asked  for  a  salmon 
licence,  and  it  seems  ridiculous  to  expect  that  tourist 
anglers  out  for  a  fishing  holiday  should  pay  such  an  initial 
price  for  their  amusement,  whether  they  get  any  real 
sport  or  not. 

If  Irish  hotel  keepers  and  angling  authorities  want  to 
persuade  English  tourists  and  fishermen  to  come  over  in 
any  quantity,  let  them  do  their  best  to  reduce  the  con- 
tingent expenses,  and  make  it  possible  for  people  who  do 
not  belong  to  the  wealthy  class  to  have  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks'  holiday  in  Ireland  at  reasonable  cost. 

I  usually  make  a  fishing  holiday  to  Scotland  once,  and 
sometimes  twice,  a  year — spring  and  autumn — and  where 
I  have  been  once  to  Ireland,  I  have  been  ten  times  as 
often  to  Scotland,  and  for  the  reasons  before  stated.  1 
hope  a  few  letters  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  may  be  the 
means  of  eliciting  from  experienced  anglers  in  Ireland 
some  information  as  to  where  decent  spring  and  autumn 
trout  fishing  (brown  and  white)  may  be  found,  and  with 
detailed  information  as  to  incidental  expenses  for  lough 
fishing,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  be  a  means  of 
inducing  many  others  besides  myself  to  give  it  a  trial. 
Information  should  state  the  charges  for  right  to  fish,  hire 
of  boat,  wages  of  gillie,  if  two  be  necessary  or  not,  and 
lunch  and  whisky  for  them,  hiring  of  traps  to  fishing.  We 
should  then  know  what  we  are  about  beforehand. — Yours, 
&c.,  Sbnex. 

FISHING  IN  SALT  WATER  LOCHS. 

Sir, — Can  you  advise  me  in  "  Correspondence  "  column. 
Fishing  Gazette,  in  re  bait  (or  fly)  to  use  for  sea  trout  ? 
Fishing  in  a  salt  water  loch  (Firth  of  Clyde)  at  mouth  of  a 
burn.  Probable  time  beginning  of  Ausust.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  Saint  Enoch. 

[Small  Silver  Doctor  or  Wickham's  Fancy.— Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  BRIGG. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  much  obliged  to  some  of  our 
kind  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  S  they  can  give  me 
information  as  to  the  fishing  at  Brigg  and  thereabout 
(Lincolnshire),  and  also  the  accommodation  to  be  had. — 
I  remain,  yours  truly,  J,  B. 

Several  i/nvpoxtant  letters  unavoidMy  left  ever. 


August  4,  1900] 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOEATKD 

ANGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  4th,  1900. 

EVENING  FLY  FISHING. 

During  the  hot  summer  months  there  is  no 
phase  of  fly  fishing  so  fascinating  as  that  which 
forms  the  title  of  this  article,  whether  it  be  for 
trout,  grayling,  or  dace,  and  fortunate  is  the 
angler  who  resides  near  a  stream  where  he  can 
indulge  in  the  sport  until  the  last  glimmer  of 
daylight  has  departed,  and  independent  of  trains 
or  other  considerations,  when  he  can  no  longer 
^sfanguish  the  rise,  go  quietly  home  to  supper 

fl  J*  'fi     f^""""^.  fis^  i-ai-ely  take  the 

bp«rt^lV  fl  morning,  although  that  is  the 
best  time  to  fish  the  worm  or  natural  minnow  in 
clear  water,  but  such  is  the  case,  and  I  can  only 
remember  about  two  or  three  occasions  when  it 
proved  otherwise. 

Eight  o'clock  is  quite  early  enough  to  com- 

^tW  f?.T*'°''%^?'^  li^^ly  places  are 

either  the  long,  ghding  flats  at  the  head  of  rough 
streams,  or  the  tail  ends  of  them.  Three  flies 
ttL  as  a  general  rule,  and  for  an  hour 

alter  the  sun  has  sunk  in  the  west  small  flies  are 
fr^S/!  following  six  patterns  being 

ample  to  depend  on  if  the  fish  are  rising  at  all: 
Brown  Owl,  Stone  Midge,  Grey  Midee  Pale 
Evening  Dun,  Red  Spinne;,  and  Fog  B^k ; 
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until,  say,  nine  o'clock,  it  is  best  to  wade  very 
quietly  upstream,  throwing  across  stream,  and,  if 
possible,  select  a  length  with  a  row  of  willows  or 
bushes  on  the  far  bank,  letting  your  end  fly  reach 
as  nearly  to  them  as  possible;  when  the  light  begins 
to  fade   it  is  as  well  to  select  a  pool  or  flat 
where  there  is  little  shadow,  or  there  will  be 
difficulty   in  detecting  the  rise,  and  as  they 
are  generally  good  sized  fish  that  rise  in  the 
evening,  a  sudden  drag  or  jerk  may  end  in 
diaster,  as  your  tackle  must  be  of  the  finest 
|rom  the  middle  of  August  to  the  end  of 
beptember  the  Cinnamon  Fly,  Light  Silverhoms, 
and  Throstle  Wing  are  excellent  for  evening 
fashing.   I  have,  of  course,  been  alluding  to  the 
wet-fly  fisher;  but  fish  frequently  take  a  single 
floating  fly  very  well,  and  there  are  few  better 
patterns  for  this  purpose  than  the  Silver  Sedge  or 
the  Governor,  fished  upstream  close  to  the  bank 
1  have  seen  great  sport  with  these  two  flies  fished 
at  dusk  on  Driffield  Beck,  which  is  a  model  dry- 
fly  stream  in  the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and 
alluded  to  by  Mr.  Wm.  Henderson  in  his  charming 
book,  "  My  Life  as  an  Angler." 

There  is  one  kind  of  evening,  however,  when 
your  chances  of  sport  are  veiy  remote.    I  refer 
to  that  upon  which  the  mist  wreaths  begin  to 
gather  in  the  valleys  after  the  heat  of  the  day 
and  roll  along  the  surface  of  the  water  like 
spioke.   However  well  the  fish  may  have  been 
rising  before  then,  you  may  depend  upon  that 
putting  them  down,  and  the  wisest  course  is  to 
'  lap  up  and  gang  home,"  as  the  Yorkshire  locals 
^1^'  i>  X,^^'^  different  is  the  evening  when  the  blue 
sky  fades  away  into  tints  of  opal,  saffron,  and 
rose,  and  a  refreshing  breeze  ruffles  the  surface 
ot  the  water  ;  when  the  white  moths  flutter  along 
the  edge  of  the  stream  and  the  only  sounds  that 
meet  the  ear  are  the  lowing  of  the  cows  as  they 
are  being  driven  homewards,  the  voices  of  the 
haymakers  in  the  adjacent  meadow,  and  the 
occasional  splash  of  a  good  fish.    Very  pleasant 
is  It  then  to  wander  from  stream  to  stream,  and, 
standing  knee-deep  in  the  cool  water,  to  cast 
your  tno  of  flies  over  the  rising  fish,  the  blue 
smoke  from  your  pipe  ascending  into  the  pm-e, 
tresh  air  while  every  now  and  then  you  make  a 
tresh  addition  to  your  basket.    If  your  thoughts 
revert  to  other  things,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  they  take  the  form  of  pity  for  those  less 
tortunate  brethren  who  are  cooped  up  in  the  close 
dusty  town,  and  you  thank  providence  for  having 
made  you  a  fisherman. 

The  three  best  flies  for  evening  fishing  for  dace 
^^^^        Palmer,  with  gold  twist  dressed  small 
a  Wickham  s  Fancy  ditto,  and  a  little  Midge  fly 
that  was  first  brought  to  my  notice  by  "Vai 
Oonson    m  a  letter  published  on  Aug.  6,  1887  in 
this  journal.    I  wDl  give  the  dressing  for  the 
benefat  of  those  who  did  not  see  it  at  the  time 
Wings,  two  conical  pointed  brown-edged  feathers 
which  lap  over  the  tail  of  a  cock  starling,  leaving 
the  quill  m,  but  strippinjr  it  of  all  plume,  except 
enough  at  the  extreme  point  to  form  the  wing 
Legs,  starhng  shoulder  hackle,  turned  once  behind 
and  twice  or  three  times  in  front  of  the  wings' 
Body,  quiU  from  peacock's  sword  feather,  as  black 
as  possible.    Hook,  00  Kendal  scale.    I  tried  this 
pattern,  and  found  it  answer  weU,  not  only  for 
dace,  but  also  for  trout  and  grayling,  and  I  hope 
that  some  of  your  readers  will  give  it  a  good  trial, 
ihe  Coachman,  dressed  on  a  No.  1  Kendal  hook 
IS  also  very  good  just  as  the  light  is  fading  away' 
1  consider  bustards  belong  to  night  fishing,  for  it 
IS  httle  use  tijing  them  before  eleven  o'clock 
and,  therefore,  have  not  included  them  in  the 
present  article.  Days  of  Yore 
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THREE  JULY  DAYS  AMONG  THE 
NORWEGIAN  HILL  TROUT. 

An  utterly  hopeless-looking  fishing  morning  • 
black  masses  of  cloud  charged  with  electricity 
drittmg  hither  and  thither  across  a  coppery  sky 
the  air  heavy  in  spite  of  a  strong  south-westerly 
breeze;  a  yellow  haze  enshrouding  the  snow- 
capped giants  in  the  distance  and  the  pine-clad 
slopes  of  the  mountains  amid  which  nestled  our 
temporary  abode.  The  cattle  and  ponies,  driven 
from  their  pastures  in  the  woodlands  and  patches 
ot  meadow  by  the  attacks  of  the  horse-flies  and 
ottier  obnoxious  insects,  wandered  restlessly 
about  the  outhouses,  evincing  a  strong  desire  to 
enter  m  order  to  get  rid  of  their  tormentors. 


Exactly  underneath  the  big  set  of  reindeer  horns 
faxed  over  the  entrance  to  the  farmhouse  reposed 
old  Kong,  the  "gaard"  dog,  overcome  by  the 
general  stuffiness,  but,  nevertheless,  keeping  a 
watchful  eye  upon  the  movements  of  all  animals 
—human  or  otherwise— within  the  range  of  his 
vision;  two  patriarchal  -  looking  billy  goats, 
adorned  with  formidable  bonis  and  beards 
«°gaged  in  languid  frontal  skirmishes  close  by,' 
and  the  house  cat  was  employed  in  teaching  the 
latest  additions  to  her  family  to  stalk  mice  and 
small  birds. 

As  usual  the  faithful  Knut  turned  up  at  9  a.m 
or  thereabouts,  but  after  conning  the  weather 
conditions  we  suggested  his  departure  for  the 
time  being,  and  return  at  twelve  o'clock  in  case  a 
change  for  the  better  should  occur.   The  old  man 
however,    elected    to    remain    and  "haiver"' 
("snakke"   as  they  call  it  in  Norway),  and 
amongst  sundry  other  matters  he  conveyed  to  us 
the  information  that  thundery  weather  was  good 
for  fishing  in  these  parts.    Implicit  as  was  the 
beliet  we  placed  in  his  knowledge  of  the  neigh- 
bouring lochs  and  their  inhabitants,  we  ventured 
to  express  a  doubt  as  to  this  statement  being  quite 
correct,  informing  him  that  in  the  country  we 
came  from  trout  usually  exhibited  a  strong  dislike 
to  thunder,  more  especially  when  it  was  pending, 
and  even  during  its  continuance,  unless  accom- 
panied by  heavy  rain.    Friend  Knut,  however 
remained  obdurate  in  his  belief,  insinuated  gently 
that  we  were  wasting  our  time ;  and  the  result  was 
that  after  ordering  dinner  for  three  o'clock  we  got 
down  to  the  lake  near  the  house  about  11.30. 
A  huge  capercailzie  cock  rose  out  of  a  clump  of 
juniper,  and  winged  its  way  back  into  the  forest 
just  as  we  were  shoving  off,  and  Knut  said  it  was 
a  sign  of  good  luck ;  but  the  water  had  a  coppery 
glare,  and,  in  spite  of  the  strong  breeze,  which  had 
already  caused  long  foam  streaks  to  appear  on  its 
surface,  we  started  without  hope  of  sport. 

Ten  minutes  casting  without  the  sign  of  a  rise 
confirmed  our  fears  in  this  regard,  but  in  reply 
to  any  remarks  Kunt  only  ploughed  away  with 
his  sculls,  and  replied,  with  varying  intonations, 
Ja,  ja!  '    Suddenly,  when  resting  between  two 
leaden-coloured  waves,  the   tail   fly  evinced  a 
disposition  to  remain  there,  the  reel  spun  round 
and  a  nice  fish  of  l^lb.,  which  had  obHgingly 
swaUowed  the  Claret  and  Grouse,  just  as  the 
latter  was  being  withdrawn  for  a  fresh  cast 
sprang  high  in  the  air.    While  the  coup  de  grace 
was  being  inflicted,  the  cast  had  blown  out 
astern,  and,  before  we  had  picked  up  the  rod 
again,  another  fish  had  seized  the  same  fly ;  there 
was  an  awkward    jamb    of    the    line  round 
the  top  joint,  which  brought  that  trout  to  the 
surface  spluttering  violently,  but    it  quickly 
righted,  and  soon   another  victim  of  similar 
dimensions  joined  its  predecessor  at  the  bottom  of 
the  basket.   Then  came  a  couple  more  rises,  and 
agam  a  period  dui-ing  which  we  saw  "nowt" 
The  wind  was  blowing  dead  up  the  lake,  and 
Knut  was  working  the  ricketty  old  boat  to  and  fro 
across  the  upper  end  of  the  latter;  at  the  end  of 
each  of  these  cross  drifts  we  picked  up  a  fish  or 
two,  but  the  centre— quite  out  in  the  middle- 
was  the  best  place,  and  as  we  traversed  a  certain 
section,  apparently  from  15yds.  to  20yds.  wide 
several  good  fish  invariably  rose.    They  took 
beneath  the  surface  in  deadly  fashion,  the  fly  being 
m  nearly  every  instance  fast  in  the  tongue  or 
thi-oat,  and  losses  were  comparatively  rare.  As 
we  neared  the  top  of  the  loch,  and  the  drifts 
became  shorter,  the  fish  rose  throughout,  and  the 
sport  became  really  excellent,  and  what  with 
playing  these  strong  mountain  trout  in  half  a  gale 
of  wind,  manipulating  the  landing  net,  and  main- 
taining our  balance  in  the  crank  little  craft,  we 
had  quite  enough  to  do.    WhUst  occupied  with 
these  matters,  we  suddenly  discovered  that  there 
was  about— what  saUors  would  call—"  6ft  of 
water  in  the  hold,"  and  Knut  being,  of  course 
quite  unable  to  leave  his  duties  at  the  oars,  we 
had  to  have  recourse  to  violent  baling.  Neither 
much  time  nor  water,  however,  was  wasted  in  this 
occupation,  and  in  weather,  upon  which  a  Scotch 
or  Irish  gillie  would  have  looked  upon  with 
disgust,  we  ran  up  a  nice  scoi'e.   At  the  head  of 
the  loch  a  narrow  channel  connected  it  with 
another  sheet  of  water,  and  from  one  side  of  this 
channel  a  long  spit  or  bank  ran  out  into  the  lake, 
and  caused  the  comparative  shallow  where  the 
trout  had  risen  so  well  in  the  centre  of  each  drift. 
In  the  channel  aforesaid  there  was  a  very  slight 
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current,  flowing,  of  course,  against  the  wind,  and 
this  proved  a  favourable  spot.  It  contained, 
however,  a  good  many  snags  in  the  shape  of 
stranded  logs  and  pine  tree  branches,  which 
necessitated  great  care  in  playing  the  fish  when 
hooked. 

Here,  on  three  separate  occasions,  we  succeeded 
in  landing  two  fish  at  a  time ;  but  it  was  risky 
work,  and  unless  the  gear  had  been  pretty  reliable 
must  have  terminated  in  grief  to  rod  or  cast.  At 
last  a  good  one  got  under  the  boat,  one  of  the 
other  flies  fouled,  there  was  a  smash,  and  we  had 
to  go  ashore  to  repair  damages.    As  he  poured  a 
stiff  glass  of  whisky  and  water  (mostly  the 
former)  down  his  throat,  Knut  remarked  for  the 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-ninth  time,  "  Ja,  ja," 
but  on  this  occasion  in  triumphant  accents.  We 
counted  the  slain — fat,-  spotted  beauties,  in  the 
height  of  condition — forty-four  in  number,  lit  a 
pipe,  and  concluded  to  let  dinner  slide ;  but  in 
this  we  had  calculated  without  our  host  (or  rather 
hostess),  and  just  as  we  were  preparing  to  make  a 
fresh  start  that  worthy  dame,  clad  in  garments 
bright,  appeared  upon  the  scene,  and,  regardless 
of  all  arguments,  dragged  us  off  to  eat  the  meal 
she  had  prepared.    This  was  rather  rough,  for 
the  fish  were  well  on  the  feed,  and  as  we  passed 
deliberately  through  the  various  stages — from 
sweet  soup,  with  prunes  floating  about  in  it,  to 
grilled    trout,   and    from  "  faarekaal "  (boiled 
mutton  and  cabbage)  to  cloudberries  and  cream — 
we  felt  that  we  were  indeed  acting  the  part  of 
martyr.     But  everything  has  an  end.  Knut 
said  that  he  would  do  without  his  "  hoile " 
(or  after-dinner  rest,  indulged  in  by  nearly  all 
Norwegians).    We  bolted  our  coffee,  and  at  4.30 
recommenced   operations.   The    same  weather 
conditions  held  good ;  the  strong  south-west  wind 
stUl  swept  over  the  grey  loch,  whose  waves  every 
now  and  again  reflected  the  coppery  tint  of  the  sky 
above ;  over  the  latter  the  seemingly  endless 
procession  of  electric-looking  clouds  still  advanced, 
and  thunder  growled  at  frequent  intervals.  Knut 
attempted  to  repeat  the  morning's  series  of  opera- 
tions, but  the  wind  proved  too  much  for  him. 
We  began  shipping  rather  more  water  than  was 
consistent  with  safety,  and  after  getting  eight  or 
ten  more  fish,  we  drifted  up  through  the  channel 
above  referred  to,  on  to  a  small,  shallowish  bay  or 
flat,  sheltered  from  the  gale.    There  the  fish  rose 
greedily,  but  so  indifferent  was  their  size  that  a 
great  many  had  to  be  put  back,  and  half  a  dozen 
bright  yellow  individuals  only  were  added  to  the 
basket. 

Passing  through  a  narrow  gateway  between 
high  grey  rocks,  we  emerged  on  the  second  lake, 
and  proceeded  to  dodge  the  wind  as  best  we 
could ;  but  the  trout — at  least,  the  larger  ones — 
for  some  reason  or  another  did  not  rise  at  all 
freely,  and  the  intervals  between  those  captured 
became  longer  and  longer.  Towards  seven 
o'clock  the  black  clouds,  which  had  been  gradu- 
ally working  up  against  the  wind,  assumed 
a  very  threatening  appearance,  lightning  flashing 
across  them  at  frequent  intervals,  and  we  arrived 
home  just  in  time  to  escape  the  storm  and 
accompanying  deluge  that  ensued.  Considering 
the  time  occupied,  and  the  weather,  the  basket 
was  not  a  bad  one  for  a  single  rod,  containing  as 
it  did  sixty-three  fish,  weighing  511b. 

The  next  day  fully  illustrated  the  fate  to  which 
angling  expeditions  planned  some  time  before- 
hand are  so  often  destined.  It  had  been  arranged 
that  we  were  to  go  to  a  loch  which  had  a  great 
local  reputation,  situated  at  a  distance  of  nine 
miles  from  our  headquarters.  A  boat  had,  with 
considerable  difficulty,  been  procured  to  meet  us 
at  the  most  convenient  point  thereof,  and  a  pony 
and  "  stolkjare  "  to  drive  us  as  far  on  the  way  as 


possible.  The  pony  did  its  part  of  the  journey 
admirably,  and,  after  tramping  the  remaining 
three  miles  across  moors,  rendered  extremely 
"  saft "  by  the  downpour  of  the  previous  night,  we 
hit  off  the  boat  all  right.  But  the  lake  lay  like  a 
sheet  of  glass  before  us,  and  friend  Knut  had 
reluctantly  to  admit  that  there  were  no  signs  of 
coming  wind  in  the  sky.  These  expeditions 
constantly  come  to  grief.  Very  frequently  the 
weather  programme  for  the  day  is  not  developed 
until  noon,  and,  until  such  is  the  case,  and  the 
conditions  appear  favourable,  there  is  no  use  in 
starting  upon  a  long  drive  or  tramp  which  will  in 
all  probability  result  in  disappointment  and  the 
formation  of  an  erroneous  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  place  visited.    Moreover,  the  summer  days 


are  long  enough  in  Norway  to  justify  one  in 
starting  at  practically  any  hour  of  the  twenty- 
four  that  suits,  so  there  is  never  any  hm-ry. 

Having  come  so  far,  there  was  nothing  for  it 
but  to  spend  the  day  on  the  lake,  a  beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  aboiinding  in  wooded  islands  and 
picturesquely  situated  amid  lofty  hills.  There 
was  abundance  of  fish,  too,  judging  by  the  rings 
that  dimpled  the  surface  in  every  direction.  But 
an  occasional  breath  of  air  from  some  quarter  or 
another  was  all  the  wind  we  had  throughout  the 
day,  and  between  9  and  10  p.m.  we  got  back  home 
dead  tired,  with  only  twenty  decent  fish  (secui-ed 
under  very  unfavourable  circumstances  by  using 
fine  gear)  in  the  creel. 

Fall  up,  for  the  time  being,  at  any  rate,  of 
experimenting  on  distant  waters,  we  took  things 
very  easy  next  morning,  the  more  especially  as 
the  calm  bright  weather  continued.  About  noon, 
however,  the  leaves  of  the  birch  trees  began  to  flutter 
and  glisten,  and  having  with  considerable  difficulty 
persuaded  our  hostess  that,  with  anything  like 
luck,  we  might  be  able  until  seven  or  eight  in  the 
evening  to  keep  body  and  soul  together  on  six 
hard-boiled  eggs  and  a  dozen  gigantic  sandwiches, 
we  proceeded  to  experiment  once  more  on  the 
home  loch.    Not  until  nearly  one  o'clock  did  the 


EEL  FISHING  ON  THE  CANTER- 
BURY STOUR  AND  BURNHAM 
THORPE,  NORFOLK. 


The  photos  show  two  methods  of  eel  fishing. 
The  one  with  a  peculiar  hood  to  the  boat  is  on 
the  Canterbury  Stour,  where  some  of  the  finest 
eels  may  be  got.  The  natives  often  catch  im- 
mense numbers,  especially  after  rain,  with  the 
usual  bundle  of  worms  and  worsted,  and  the  hood 
to  the  boat  is  very  necessary,  for  the  cold  winds 
sweep  with  cruel  sting  over  the  flat  meadows 
below  Fordingbridge,  where  the  bulk  of  the 
fishing  is  done.  The  other  photo  shows  some 
Norfolk  lads  fishing  the  narrow  dykes  and  water 
carriers  near  to  Burnham  Thorpe,  Burnham 
Market,  and  the  other  Burnhams,  about  seven. 
They  are  also  provided  with  the  usual  bundle  of 
worms,  a  pole,  and  a  large  piece  of  sacking,  which 
they  stretch  on  four  sticks  driven  into  the  ground, 
into  which  the  eels  drop  as  they  are  lifted  out 
of  the  ditches,  or  they  would  be  lost  in  the 
grass. 

After  rain,  these  lads  make  a  very  good  thing  of 
eel  catching.  A  good  thunder  shower  or  soaking 
wet  night  is  excuse  enough  for  these  boys  to  leave 


Bobbing  fob  Eels  on  the  Canterbury  Stodb, 


wind  attain  any  strength ;  then  it  came  away  in 
strong  gusts  from  the  north,  with  alternate 
clouds  and  sunshine,  and  the  trout  immediately 
began  to  take  the  artificial  fly.  Owing,  however, 
to  the  direction  of  the  breeze,  which  was  off  shore 
as  regards  the  place  which  had  fished  so  well  two 
days  before,  they  did  not  rise  nearly  so  well  there ; 
so,  passing  through  the  narrow  channel,  we  stuck 
to  the  bays  on  the  lee  shore  of  the  upper  loch. 
There  the  trout  were  in  a  much  better  humour, 
and  by  six  o'clock  we  had  over  six  dozen,  of  the 
usual  average,  with  a  plentiful  admixture  of 
pounders  and  l^-pounders.  Then,  without  any 
apparent  alteration  in  the  weather,  they  stopped 
dead;  and  after  trying  for  another  half  hour 
without  getting  a  rise,  we  went  home,  well  satisfied 
with  the  day's  sport.  Rugde. 


A  CoERECTiON. — We  regret  that,  through  an 
error  of  our  printers,  an  advertisement  referring 
to  a  Trout  Fishing  for  sale,  within  one  hour  of 
London,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  old- 
established  firm  of  Lumleys,  of  St.  James's  House, 
22,  St.  James's-street,  London,  was  inadvertently 
inserted  under  the  heading  of  another  firm,  whose 
offices  are  at  34,  St.  James's-street,  London, 
bearing  a  somewhat  similar  name  to  their  own, 
but  with  whom  they  have  no  connection. 


their  farm  work  or  shore  work  to  have  a  day's 
eel  fishing,  as  eels  always  command  a  good 
price.  H. 


AN  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  IRELAND. 


Time  was  when  the  Saxon  believed  that 
Hibernian  soil  could  breed  little  else  but  outrages 
and  absentees.  Knowledge  came,  but  wisdom 
lingered.  English  fishermen  learned  by  slow 
degrees  that  Irish  soil — the  watery  parts — bred 
fishes.  But  still  they  hesitated  to  explore  a 
barbarian  country,  or  to  risk  the  perils  of 
Moonlight !  For,  be  it  understood,  moonlight  is 
apt  to  exaggerate  shadowy  phantasms  and  mystic 
creations  of  the  credulous  imagination.  So 
Englishmen  firmly  clung  to  their  belief  in  the 
undefined  dangers  of  the  old  country,  and  con- 
tinued to  pay  through  the  nose  for  Scottish  or 
Norwegian  waters.  Then  came*  a  day,  too  long 
delayed  (ask  any  Irishman),  when  a  royal  prince 
once  again  set  foot  on  our  shores.  It  was  Prince 
George.  I  saw  him  with  mine  own  eyes  in 
distant  reverence  at  Leopardstown,  Punchestown, 
and  Ball's  Bridge.  Then  commoner  folk,  noting 
that  royalty  at  length  took  heart  of  grace  and 
revisited  this  outrageous  and  neglected  land, 
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waxed  bold,  and  a  thin  stream  of  tourists,  in- 
cluding not  a  few  anglers,  set  across  tlie  channel, 
and  found  on  the  further  side  a  paradise  of 
hospitality,  mountains,  and  salmonids. 

The  stream  slowly  increased  in  volume,  and  in 
this  year  of  grace  the  Queen  of  Ireland,  after 
many  years,  came  again  among  her  people — 
"  God  love  her  "  and  send  her  to  us  many  times. 
The  cheers  that  acclaimed  her  reached  English 
ears  over  the  water.  Saxon  enthusiasm  was 
promoted  vice  Ignorant  Indifference,  deceased. 
In  short,  the  last  year  of  the  century  has  seen 
set  in  what  bids  fair  to  be  a  record  flood  of  English 
visitors  to  Ireland,  including  many  anglers.  A 
few  weeks  ago  I  left  London,  according  to  my 
wont,  for  a  fortnight's  fishing  in  the  west.  The 
platform  at  Euston  was  stacked  with  evidence — 
from  the  gigantic  rod  boxes  of  the  wealthy  to  the 
humble  little  bundle  of  the  enthusiastic  clerk — 
two  rods  in  patched  and  discoloured  canvas  cases, 
strapped  to  an  umbrella  and  an  old  landing  net 
The  packet  boat  told  the  tale  more  strongly. 
Every  bunk  held  a  rod  or  a  creel ;  the  corridors 
were  choked  with  angling  appliances ;  every 
second  man  on  board  was  a  fisherman,  more 
power  to  his  elbow. 

An  intending  visitor  approached  me  the  other 
day  in  an  agony  of  hesitation  as  to  where  he 
should  make  his  first  trial  of  Irish  fish.  His 


Bel  Pishing  near 

honest  doubt  is  typical.  In  spite  of  the  mass  of 
information  given  to  him  by  the  field  journals, 
the  average  man  cannot  make  up  his  mind  where 
to  go ! 

Let  me,  then,  make  up  somebody's  mind  for 
him  and  suggest  an  angling  torn*  which  shall 
comprise  many  waters.  There  is  virtue  in  variety, 
especially  for  a  first  trip. 

I  will  presume  a  safe  arrival  in  the  "  dear, 
dirty  city."  Take  train  then  at  Broadstone 
terminus,  and  speed  westwards.  The  track  runs 
through  MuUingar,  where,  if  it  so  please  him, 
my  friend  may  stay  a  day  or  two  and  slay  a  big 
trout  on  Owel,  Ennel,  or  Derravaragh,  the  famous 
Westmeath  Lakes.  Once  upon  a  time  a  trout  of 
261b.  2oz.  was  captured  on  Lough  Ennel ! 

When  you  board  the  train  again  let  it  carry 
you  straight  away  to  Oaatlebar,  in  Mayo.  There 
are  some  nice  pike  lakes  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  station-master  will  introduce  you  to  the  men 
who  will  introduce  you  to  the  waters.  Hence, 
our  route  takes  us  northward  to  Ballina,  centre  of 
a  fine  game  fishing  region.  Here  is  the  Moy,  a 
goodly  salmon  stream;  and  here  is  the  great 
Lough  Conn,  lying  stretched  at  the  foot  of 
Nephin,  a  bold  lump  of  a  mountain,  set  about 
with  lesser  lumps — scenery  very  magnificent, 
angling  very  good.  Five  or  six  days  wiU  be  well 
spent.    First  a  day  or  two  on  the  river;  the 


remainder  on  Conn  or  Cullin,  fished  from  one  of 
the  half  dozen  good  inns  that  are  "  contagious  " 
to  their  waters.  These  big  loughs  hold  very  large 
trout  and  pike  for  those  who  care  to  spin  and 
troU,  and  decent  salmon  and  trout  for  the  fly. 

Next  we  will  go  by  rail  to  Westport,  on  whose 
many  attractions  I  cannot  here  expatiate.  Vide 
guide-books  galore.  In  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood there  is  little  tourist  angling,  nor  does  my 
programme  include  the  many  nice  fisheries  to  be 
found  in  the  baronies  of  Erris  and  Durrishoole. 
But  from  Westport  we  will  drive  straight  to 
Leenane,  which  can  be  reached  either  through 
Louisburgh  or  Errive.  Both  roads  run  through 
scenery  of  surpassing  magnificence,  the  latter 
being  the  direct  route. 

It  is  well  worth  while  to  spend  a  little  time  at 
Leenane,  and  to  try  the  Errive  river.  From 
pleasant  experience  I  can  testify  to  the  excellence 
of  this  stream  for  good,  plucky  Irish  salmon. 
Townyard  Lough,  light  in  the  mountains,  holds 
good  fish,  and  in  Dhulough  and  Finlough  sport  is, 
or  used  to  be,  first  rate.  I  have  not  fished  these 
two  fine  lakes  for  three  or  four  years,  but  I 
hope  to  try  them  again  before  long.  Most  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  know  Leenane,  at  least  by 
photograph  or  hearsay,  and  need  not  be  told  that 
it  lies  at  the  head  of  the  Killaries,  in  the  most 
glorious  scenery  of  the  kingdom. 


BuRNHAM  Market. 

"  Whiles  "  there  enter  multitudes  of  sea  fish. 
Mr.  McKeown  will  tell  you  if  they  are  in.  If  so 
a  day's  sea  fishing  will  be  "  kindly  "  spent.  From 
Leenane  you  can  drive  southward  to  the  Twelve 
Pins  and  the  BaUynahinch  Fishery.  I  counsel  a 
halt  of  several  days  here,  to  try  some  of  the  many 
waters  of  this  lovely  region,  which  are  essentially 
the  habitat  of  salar  and  gallivensis  at  their  best. 
From  Recess  it  is  an  easy  journey  by  train  and 
cai'  to,  say,  Clonbur,  which  stands  right  between 
the  two  huge  loughs,  Mask  and  Corrib.  Both 
these  fine  pieces  of  water  have  improved  since  the 
prohibition  of  otters  and  other  engines,  and  con- 
tinue to  improve.  I  was  fishing  the  north  side  of 
the  lake  a  week  or  two  ago,  and  the  old  fisherman 
who  gillied  me  said  that,  though  he  personally 
had  lost  by  the  prohibition,  "  it's  very  kind  on 
the  trout,  yer  honour."  Give  Lough  Mask  four  or 
five  days.  It  holds  monster  pike,  huge  ferox,  and 
fine  gillaroo,  and  is  well  worth  a  good  trial.  I 
have  killed  trout  up  to  31b.  on  the  fly ;  a  bait  will 
take  them  up  to  a  dozen  pounds,  or  even  more. 

When  you  have  explored  Mask,  turn  to  the 
right-about  and  explore  Corrib.  It  has  the 
additional  attraction  of  salmon,  which  are  unable 
to  ascend  into  the  northern  lake.  It  is  not  yet  so 
good,  I  think,  as  Mask,  but  gets  better  year  by 
year.  I  would  advise  you  to  try  it  for  a  few  days, 
especially  Oughterard  Bay,  and  you  may  find 


great  satisfaction  and  pi-etty  sport.  Now  take 
steamboat  from  Cong,  and  so  to  Galway,  city  of 
the  tribes.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  you  could 
get  even  a  single  day  on  the  Galway  Fishery 
unless  you  happen  to  be  a  personal  friend  of  one 
who  holds  a  rod.  Otherwise,  jnst  peep  over  the 
jail  bridge,  and  should  there  be  a  run  of  fish  you 
will  call  to  mind  the  stories  of  the  British 
Columbian  rivers — veritable  piscine  "  congested 
districts ! " 

If  your  heart  yearns  to  look  at  Shannon  you 
can  go  via  Athenry  and  Ennis  to  Limerick,  and 
thence  up  to  Killaloe,  Lough  Derg,  and  Portumna. 
If  not,  from  Galway  you  can  rail  to  Athlone  and 
Dublin,  and  so  home. 

Suppose  some  trusting  reader  foUows  me,  and 
actually  attempts  my  tour,  he  will  spend  three  or 
four  weeks  and  wiU  see  some  (by  no  means  allj  of 
the  finest  waters  of  the  west.  I  cannot  guarantee 
weather  or  conditions ;  but  on  some  of  these 
waters,  at  least,  he  will  strike  good  sport,  and 
wheresoever  he  does,  that  fishery  will  have  gained 
a  friend  for  life,  and  next  year  my  Saxon  friend 
will  assuredly  return  thither. 

In  matters  of  sport  the  old  adage,  L'lwminc 
propose  .  .  .  has  obvious  force.  Still,  I  have 
briefly  outlined  a  tour  wherein  the  angler  may 
find  the  truth  of  another  adage,  variatio  deledal, 
and  may  enjoy  some  splendid  sport  in  a  splendid 
country.  Glenhest. 


ROACH  FISHING  IN  THE  SEVERN. 
THE  PASTES  TO  USE,  AND  HOW  TO 
MAKE  THEM. 


Anglers  who  go  in  for  this  form  of  sport 
would  have  a  somewhat  formidable  task  to  per« 
form  if  they  were  asked  to  find  a  river  containing 
more,  or  larger,  roach  than  the  Severn.  Yet 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  with  few  exceptions, 
one  very  seldom  meets  with  a  devotee  of  the 
gentle  art  who  has  been  successful  in  landing 
more  than  a  moderate  number  of  these  fish. 
Last  season,  a  well-known  Shrewsbury  angler  was 
reported  to  have  wagered  that  he  would  catch  a 
ton  during  the  open  season,  and,  to  judge  by  the 
numbers  he  caught,  previous  to  unforeseen  circum- 
stances putting  a  stop  to  his  fishing,  it  was  quite 
within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that  he  would 
have  succeeded.  Another  Salopian  also  made 
some  phenomenal  catches,  and  in  five  attempts, 
averaging  from  four  to  five  hours  each,  managed 
to  creel  250  roach,  the  largest  catch  being  fifty- 
seven.  The  same  individual  also  landed  seventy- 
five  when  fishing  at  Preston  Boats  between  mid- 
day and  dusk,  several  scaling  Iflb.,  but  what  the 
total  weight  was  he  never  troubled  to  know.  So 
far  as  the  present  season  has  gone,  some  immense 
creels  have  been  made,  and  apparently  coarse  fish 
are  more  numerous  than  ever  in  this  once 
splendid  salmon  stream.  For  some  time  past  the 
water  in  the  Severn  has  been  of  that  peculiar 
colour  resembling  weak  coffee,  and  caused  by  the 
peaty  fluid  from  the  Vymwy  being  turned  into  it. 
At  the  same  time  it  has  brought  a  small  number 
of  salmon  down  from  the  spawning  beds  up- 
stream ;  more,  I  believe,  than  have  been  seen  for 
some  years  previous.  What  a  blessing  it  wiU  be 
when  that  plague  to  our  rivers,  pollution,  ceases 
to  exist.  Even  then  we  could  only  hope  it 
would  not  be  too  late,  many  being  of  opinion  that 
the  Sevei'n  is  ruined  so  far  as  game  fish  are  con- 
cerned. But  I  am  diverging.  The  above-named 
catches  of  roach  were  all  made  with  paste, 
coloured  in  accordance  with  the  condition  of  the 
water.  Pink  has  been  far  the  most  kUling 
recently,  and  I  have  made  some  very  large  creels. 
Experience  has  taught  me  that  the  Lea  style  is 
far  and  away  the  best  method  to  adopt  in  roach 
fishing,  and  on  no  account  would  I  attempt  to  use 
anything  besides  a  single  horsehair  line,  having 
proved  that  the  finest  gut  is  not  half  so  satis- 
factory, and  a  reel  for  paste  fishing  on  the 
Severn  is  absolutely  unnecessary.  My  decided 
choice  of  hook  is  a  No.  12  sneck  bend,  and  a  14ft. 
Japanese  grass  rod.  Of  course,  a  landing  net  is  a 
necessity  when  using  such  fragile  tackle,  but  it 
would  surprise  a  great  many  to  know  what  large 
fish  can  be  landed  on  a  single  haii-  by  simply 
holding  the  rod  firm  when  a  fish  is  hooked.  The 
elasticity  of  the  line  alone  will  generally  prove 
sufficient  to  enable  the  angler  to  draw  the  largest 
roach  to  the  net  in  a  very  few  moments.  It  is 
really  surprising  what  an  amount  of  ignorance  is 
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displayed  by  some  fishermen  in  the  making  of 
paste,  and  I  have  frequently  indulged  in  a  quiet 
laugh  at  some  of  the  absurd  decoctions  with 
which  sensible  people  have  thought  to  catch  fish. 
It  is  in  the  hope  of  giving  some  help  to  those  who 
may  be  a  little  "  at  sea  "  in  the  matter  that  the 
following  recipes  are  offered,  knowing  them  to 
have  accounted  for  some  thousands  of  roach, 
chub,  and  dace.  One  of  the  simplest,  and  in  deep, 
still  holes  deadliest  pastes,  is  a  mixtm-e  of  half 
bran  and  haK  sharps  (sharps  is  the  commonest 
flour,  known  in  some  pai-ts  as  thirds).  Scald 
sufficient  to  make  the  ground  bait ;  from  this  take 
a  small  handful,  and  work  into  a  stiff  paste  with 
breadcrumbs  for  the  hook  bait.    This  requires  a 
great  deal  of  working  to  gain  the  proper  con- 
sistency, and  care  must  be  taken  in  adding  the 
bread  not  to  get  too  light  a  colour.    As  this 
mixtiire  dries  very  rapidly,  it  is  best  if  kept  in  a 
damp  rag  whilst  fishing.    Another  capital  lure  is 
to  take  the  soft  of  a  plain  sweet  scone,  moisten 
and  work  into  a  stiff  mass,  lay  out  on  a  plate,  and 
add  a  large  pinch  of  orange  chrome  and  a  very 
small  quantity  of  vermilion  powder   (both  of 
which  may  be  obtained  at  any  paint  stores),  work 
well  together  in  the  palm  of  the  hand  until  as 
near  as  possible  the  colour  of  salmon  flesh  ;  add  a 
spot  of  essence  of  aniseed  or  a  little  King's 
natural  bait.    I  have  killed  immense  numbers  of 
roach  with  this  paste,  used  in  conjunction  with 
ground  bait  as  above.    Should  the  water  be  high 
and  discoloured,  a  bright  yellow  colour  may  be 
obtained  by  adding  either  hay  of  saffron  or 
yellow  ochre  to  the  scone.    In  mixing  the  saffron 
place  a  little  in  a  piece  of  old  clean  muslin,  dip 
into  hot  water,  and  squeeze  a  few  drops  on  to  the 
white  dough,  thoroughly  working  with  the  fingers 
and  adding  additional  drops  untU  the  required 
colour  is  obtained.    In  unsettled  stormy  weather 
this  bait  has  no  equal,  and  in  making  all  kinds  of 
pastes  remember  that  the  more  it  is  kneaded  or 
worked  the  stiffer  it  will  become,  and  so  less 
liable  to  wash  off  the  hook.   A  little  honey  added 
to  a  scone  is  also  a  good  bait,  especially  for 
bream,  but  I  have  never  known  an  angler  to  make 
a  big  catch  unless  a  good  quantity  of  ground  bait 
be  used,  and  a  small  handful  should  be  thrown  in 
each  time  the  fish  refuse  to  bite  in  a  couple  or  three 
swims,  using  discretion  as  to  it  reaching  the  bottom 
at  the  same  spot  as  the  hook  bait.    To  prove  a 
successful   roach  angler    the  beginner  should 
strictly  remember  to  make  extensive  use  of  the 
plummet  before  starting  to  fish,  always  allowing 
the  bait  to  swim  as  near  the  bottom  as  possible. 
Cause  as  little  vibration  as  possible  on  the  bank  ; 
he  may  talk  as  loud  as  he  likes,  but  on  no  account 
stamp  the  feet  or  allow  anything  heavy  to  fall. 
Keep  out  of  sight  as  much  as  circumstances  will 
allow,  fish  as  far  out  as  comfort  will  permit,  and 
take  special  care  not  to  let  any  loose  line  touch 
the  water  between  the  point  of  the  rod  and  the 
float.    In  order  to  become  proficient  in  striking, 
hold  the  rod  in  such  a  position  as  to  have  the 
back  of  the  hand  uppermost  and  the  elbow  resting 
at  the  side.    Upon  the  slightest  indication  of  a 
bite  a  sharp  turn  of  the  wrist,  enough  to  bring 
the  finger  nails  to  the  position  vacated  by  the 
knuckles,  will  prove  much  more  satisfactory  than 
jerking  the  rod  point  upwards,  and  the  beginner 
IS  much  less  likely  to  break  his  tackle. 

  Inisego. 


season,  and  the  general  size  of  the  trout  range 
from  Alb.  to  Ulh.  and  21b.  Trout  take 
both  fly  and  bait,  and  the  best  seascm  is 
from  the  end  of  June  to  mid-August.  The 
vendor  and  his  brother  have  kUled  as  much 
as  6001b.  weight  of  trout  in  two  weeks,  fishing 
only  on  a  small  part  of  the  property.  The  rest  of 
the  fjord  is  owned  by  some  rich  Norwegian 
gentlemen.  The  property  stands  about  2500ft. 
above  sea  level,  and  the  scenery  around  is  of  the 
grandest  description.  Every  endeavour  has  been 
made  to  make  the  place  comfortable,  and,  indeed, 
luxurious.  No  shooting  rights  are  included  in  the 
sale,  but  the  owner  has  often  made  good  bags  of 
ryper,  capercailzies,  and  black  game  in  the  neigh 
bourhood  during  the  autumn. 

References  can  be  obtained  from  an  English 
gentleman,  as  well  as  many  Norwegian  gentlemen 
who  know  the  owner  and  the  property  in  question. 

Price  asked,  if  owner  retains  any  fishing  rights 
on  the  fjord,  £1000  ;  if  sold  outright,  without 
reservation,  £1250. 

Full  particulars,  references,  and  photos  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope.  South  of  England 
Shooting  and  Fishing  Agency,  Salisbury. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  OLD 
FLEET. 


FISHING  RIGHTS  FOR  SALE  IN 
NORWAY. 


ii,  T?^^^^^^*^  property  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  Paalsbufjord,  about  twenty  English  miles 
west  of  Noes,  Hallingdal,  comprising  fishing 
nghts  over  the  whole  of  the  upper  fjord,  from 
three  to  four  kilometres  in  length  on  each  side ; 
icQK*^®^  with  a  pretty  fishing  house,  erected  in 
1885  on  a  peninsula,  and  specially  built  for 
fishing  purposes.  In  addition  there  is  a  stabbur 
and  net-house  (combined),  two  houses  for  assist- 
ants, two  boathouses  with  four  or  five  boats, 
smoking-house,  ice  cellars,  w.c,  &c.  The  main 
budding  is  well  furnished,  and  contains  a  large  hall, 
bedroom  with  three  beds,  kitchen,  pantry,  good 
cellar,  and  hemsedal  (six  beds).  Milk,  butter,  &c., 
can  be  obtained  from  the  only  farmhouse  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  is  one  hour's  march  from 
the  fishing  house.  The  trout  fishing  on  the  fjord 
IS  said  to  be  exceptionally  good,  and  the  water 
weU  stocked— over  14001b.  have  been  killed  in  a 


It  was  the  gentleman  who  came  down  for  the 
day,  who  began  to  fish  in  the  old  Fleet  at  three 
o'clock  a.m.  one  very  foggy  morning,  who  had 
the  take  of  the  week— three  good  tench,  one  fine 
perch,  some  good  roach,  and  big  eels.  "  Fish  will 
not  bite  in  very  foggy  weather,  especially  tench." 
All  I  can  say  is,  they  bit  on  that  occasion; 
more,  he  did  not  catch  a  tench  after  six  o'clock- 
some  time  after  the  fog  had  cleared  off —although 
he  remained  in  the  boat  until  1.30  p.m. 

I  met  him  the  previous  summer,  and  he 
followed  the  same  tactics,  with  the  result  that  he 
caught  a  tench  4|lb.— the  largest  that  was  caught 
that  season. 

My  friend,  who  had  come  80  miles  all  the  way 
from  London  on  purpose  to  catch  a  brace  of  tench 
worth  setting  up,  and  who  believed  that  five 
o'clock  or  six  o'clock  was  early  enough  to  begin, 
caught  only  one  tench  during  his  stay.  Before 
we  started  I  told  him  that  they  were  not  to  be 
caught  anyhow,  and  that  he  would  have  to  wait 
for  them. 

It  appears  to  me  that  pike,  perch,  tench,  roach, 
eels,  and  even  carp  often  feed  best  about  three 
o'clock  a.m.  in  lakes,  ponds,  and  meres.  Small 
perch  were  so  numerous  that  I  frequently  caught 
two  at  once,  and  on  one  occasion  I  hooked  one 
about  3oz.  clean  through  the  back,  and  my  friend 
hooked  one  in  the  side  and  another  in  the  tail ; 
but  the  most  remarkable  thing  of  all  was  when 
he  hooked  the  tench  mentioned  above.  If  lb.,  clean 
through  the  outside  of  the  top    lip.  Roach 
weighing  from  3oz.  to  fib.  took  both  cockspurs 
and  maiden  lobs  well,  often  taking  the  float 
under  like  a  flash,    whilst    both    perch  and 
rudd  frequently  laid  the  float  quite  flat,  and 
I  and  my  friend  noticed  that  if  we  struck  when  it 
remained  in  this  position  we  missed  more  fish 
than  we  hit.    I  have  read  somewhere,  "Always 
strike  when  the  float  is  laid  flat."    I  do  not 
believe  in  this  dictum,  for  even  when  I  waited 
from  four  to  six  seconds  before  I  struck,  and  the 
float  remained  perfectly  still,  the  result  was  more 
often  than  not  the  same.    The  fact  is,  the  lowest 
shot  must  be  raised  towards  the  surface  before 
the  float  can  assume  this  position,  and,  when  one 
strikes,  not  only  is  there  for  certain  one,  and 
perhaps  two  shots,  but  a  considerable  length  of 
loose  gut  necessarily  hanging  from  the  hook  to 
the  lowest  shot  in  the  shape  of  a  bow  or  sharp 
curve  to  snatch  up  before  the  hook  can  be  sent 
home,  with  the  fish,  be  it  remarked,  not  in  a  level 
position,  but  in  an  opposite  one,  with  its  head 
raised,  and  much  more  difficult  to  hit  than  when, 
with  elevated  tail  and  head  well  down,  the  float 
goes  under  when  the  fish  is  in  the  act  of  taking 
the  bait.    Therefore,  when  the  float  is  laid  flat, 
I  think  it  is  better  to  wait  for  further  develop- 
ments before  striking,  or,  at  all  events,  until  it  is 
gliding  off,  if  not  until  it  disappears,  the  latter 
for  choice. 

Floats.— In  spite  of  the  tremendous  heat,  there 
was  only  one  occasion  when  this  reed-fringed, 
noble,  river-like  Fleet  looked  like  a  sheet  of  glass,' 
and  fish  could  be  seen  hawking  for  flies,  &c.,  and 


making  rings  in  all  directions.  On  the  following 
day  the  wind  blew  half  a  gale,  and  the  footboard 
at  the  bottom  of  the  boat  reared  straight  on  end 
near  the  prow,  and  kept  in  position  with  an  oai-, 
was  quite  sufficient  to  take  us  down  to  the  landing 
stage  at  a  capital  rate. 

On  the  former  occasion  a  small  cjuill  float 
carrying  two  shots  was  all  that  was  required,  but 
on  the  latter  one  wanted  a  float  carrying  five  or 
six  shots  to  fish  with  comfort,  with  about  liin.  of 
quill  above  the  surface.    Not  only  this,  this"  l^in. 
of  quill  being  constantly  acted  upon  by  the  waves 
made  the  bait  more  attractive  by  keeping  it  well 
on  the  move  close  to  the  ooee.    Then  there  were 
gentle  breezes  that  made  the  reeds  whisper  and 
cooled  our  heated  brows,  that  required  a  float 
between  these  two  with  a  No.  1  line  to  aid  one 
both  in  casting  and  striking.  I  found  no  difficulty 
in  killing  a  2flb.  tench  and  several  large  eels  with 
this  line.    Of  course,  when  a  tench  is  struck  this 
size  there  must  be  no  check  or  entanglement  or  a 
break  will  be  the  result.    I  say  a  No.  1  line,  for 
using  a  line  the  least  bit  too  thick  with  a  light 
float  is  a  great  nuisance,  for  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  get  the  bait  out  properly.    Some  anglers  who 
go  to  fish  these  still  waters  only  take  one  or  two 
floats  suitable  for  calm  days,  forgetting  that  there 
may  be  anything  from  a  light  breeze  to  a  hurri- 
cane sufficient  to  swamp  the  boat;  in  fact,  on 
one  occasion  when  I  was  by  myself  it  was  quite 
unraanageable  for  this  reason,  I  always  take  six 
or  eight  floats  of  different  shapes  and  sizes.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  world  without  some  drawback, 
and  the  great  drawback  to  this  old  Fleet  is  small 
perch.    The  place  swarms  with  them,  and  no 
matter  whether  one  fished  on  the  surface,  in  the 
middle,  or  on  the  ground  one  caught  four  or  five 
perch  to  any  other  fish. 

I  think  it  is  utter  rubbish  to  lay  down  a  hard 
and  fast  rule  as  to  what  depth  perch  should  be 
fished  for ;  they  may  be  caught  from  the  surface 
to  20ft.  in  depth  for  instance  in  some  of  the  large 
Irish  lakes. 

Eels. — Fond  as  I  am  of  eels,  I  detest  catching 
them  when  in  a  boat,  for  the  time  it  takes  to 
extract  the  hook  from  one,  I  could  get  it  out  of 
three  when  fishing  from  the  bank.  The  whole 
process  is  one  of  great  difficulty ;  I  mean  when 
the  hook  is  well  down  and  the  backbone  must  be 
severed.  My  friend,  who  thought  to  be  very 
clever,  cut  the  head  of  one  about  IJlb.  clean  off, 
with  the  result  that  he  was  so  completely  beaten 
in  trying  to  extract  the  hook  that,  out  of  sheer 
disgust,  he  cut  the  gut  and  left  it  in  its  gullet. 
No  matter  how  or  where  he  held  that  unfortu- 
nate head,  try  as  he  would  he  could  not  get 
sufficient  purchase  to  wrench  the  hook  out,  and 
he  fared  no  better  when  he  tried  to  cut  it  out. 
On  one  occasion  I  tried  cutting  off  a  portion  of 
the  tail,  having  been  told  that  this  would  stop 
them  from  wriggling;  it  does  nothing  of  the 
kind.  They  may  not  wriggle  so  strongly  and 
artistically,  but  they  wriggle  about  quite  enough  to 
make  it  almost  as  difficult  to  extract  the  hook 
as  when  the  tail  is  left  on. 

Getting  the  Depth.—"  What  on  earth  do  you 
want  to  '  plump '  in  a  thumping  plummet  like 
that  for,  move  it  up  and  down  the  swim  and 
frighten  the  fish  ?  "  I  said  to  my  friend.  "  To  make 
quite  sure  of  getting  the  right  depth."  "  Then," 
I  replied,  "  why  in  the  name  of  fortune  do  you 
not  get  the  depth  by  the  aid  of  your  float  and 
tackle,  and  stop  all  this  disturbance."  This  he 
would  not  hear  of ;  the  plummet  and  nothing  but 
the  plummet  would  suit  him. 

Now  as  it  happens,  the  bottom  of  this  Fleet  is 
a  mass  of  ooze,  I  should  not  like  to  say  how  thick, 
for  I  saw  quite  enough  of  it  when  we  pulled  the 
anchors  on  board,  and  I  calculate  that  a  plummet 
of  such  dimensions  (one  a  sixth  of  the  size  would 
have  done  quite  as  well)  would  sink  in  such  a  batter- 
like deposit  at  least  4in.  or  Sin.  One  must  let  the 
plummet  keep  going  until  it  stops,  for,  no  matter 
how  carefully  and  cautiously  the  operation  is 
performed,  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  through 
how  much  of  this  pappy,  slimy,  oozy  matter  it 
has  penetrated,  and  unless  this  could  be  known 
and  allowed  for,  the  depth  is  a  false  one,  and  a 
lively  worm,  instead  of  just  touching  the  ooze,  is 
very  often  embedded  in  it  to  such  a  depth  that  it 
is  impossible  for  a  fish  to  see  it.  For  instance, 
many  anglers  do  not  thread  their  worms  o^er  the 
shank  of  the  hook,  and  so  up  the  gut, 
but  only  pass  it  once  through  the  worm  crosswise, 
or  mayhap,  only  through  the  side  of  the  worm. 
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and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  such  a 
worm  would  be  out  of  sight  in  a  very  short  time. 
The  depth  of  many  a  swim  can  be  obtained  with 
the  float  and  tackle  far  easier  and  at  a  greater 
distance  from  the  rod.  where  it  would  be 
impossible  to  get  it  with  a  plummet,  and  that 
with  a  quarter  of  the  disturbance. 

Shifting  About.— 1  always  fight  shy  of  the 
angler  who,  although  he  knows  nothing  about  a 
fishery,  and  has  never  seen  it,  persists  in  trying 
here  and  there  as  fancy  suggests,  and  refuses  to 
angle  in  swims  where  good  fish  have  been  caught 
for  time  immemorial,  until  one  fine  morning,  very 
early,  when  he  is  lying  on  his  back  and  snoring 
loud  enough  to  shake  the  cottage,  an  angler  comes 
down  and  is  very  successful.  Then  this  knowing 
individual  suddenly  discovers  he  has  been  a  fool, 
and  does  not  know  everything.  In  short,  he 
discovers  that  the  best  plan  is  to  bait  up  one  or 
two  acknowledged  good  swims  and  stick  to  them. 
It  is  his  last  day,  and,  in  the  hope  of  beating  the 
successful  stranger,  what  a  change  comes  over 
him.  Presh  ground-bait  is  prepared,  a  new  tackle 
put  on,  worms  are  overhauled,  by  a  great  effort 
he  is  out  by  four  o'clock,  more  than  usual  care  is 
employed  in  fixing  the  boat,  the  depth  is  properly 
taken  at  last,  his  hook  carefully  baited,  &c.,  &c., 
but  he  is  too  late,  good  fish  will  not  feed,  and  the 
brace  of  tench  that  were  to  be  set  up  and  made 
beautiful  have  yet  to  be  caught. 

Old  Anglee. 


tinental  tours  and  holidays  may  be  obtained,  also  gratis, 
from  the  Continental  traffic  manager. 

Our  readers  who  do  not  know  from  past  ezperiecce 
what  the  (ireat  Eastern  Railway  has  done  and  still  does 
for  anglers  should  get  all  these  books,  and  we  are  sure, 
even  if  they  cannot  avail  themselves  of  them,  they  will  be 
grateful  to  the  G.E.B.  for  the  consideration  shown  to 
anglers. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
_At  this  time  when  people  are  casting  about  in  their 
minds  for  placee  to  spend  their  holidays,  the  admirable 
and  cire/nlly  revised  holiday  literature  issued  by  the 
Great  Eastern  Bailway  Compiny,  who  are  nothing  if  not 
enterprising  and  Bp  to  dite,  will  afford  even  the  most 
captions  such  a  selection  of  opportunities  and  directions 
in  which  to  seek  rest,  recreation,  refreshment,  or  the 
delights  of  travel  and  sport,  afar  and  near  home,  as  can- 
not fail  to  give  satisfaction.  Owing  to  tha  limitations  of 
space  wa  can  only  mention  a  few  of  the  number  of  books 
and  pamphlets  issued  by  this  company.  It  is  all  to  be 
had  for  the  asking,  with  the  one  exception  of  the  annual 
"Illustrated  Official  Guide,"  for  which  la.  is  charged, 
and  which  is  published  for  the  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way by  Messrs.  Casssll  and  Company  Limited,  London. 

The  "Official  Guide"  is  good  value,  as  it  contains 
illustrations  of  scenery  all  over  the  line,  and  of  all  the 
most  noted  mansions,  castles,  &o.,  and  is  as  full  of  interest 
as  an  egg  is  full  of  meat. 

"Holiday  Haunts"  is  a  well-illustrated  book  of  120 
pages,  prefaced  by  a  map  showing  the  company's  stations, 
and  contains  articles  on  the  holiday  resorts  of  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  and  Essex,  and  full  information  as  to  railway  and 
other  facilities.  "  Three  Days  at  Hunstanton,"  "  Comely 
Cromer,"  "  Mundesley-on-Sea,"  "Cruising  in  Broad- 
land,"  "  In  Constable's  Country,"  "  Burnlia^-on- 
Crouch,"  are  sotne  of  the  titles  of  the  articles,  all  of 
which  are  well  written  and  worth  reading' 

"The  Waterways  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk"  is  not  so 
pretentious  as  "  Holiday  Haunts,"  but  deals  in  the  beat 
way  with  the  district  of  the  broads,  and  showg  the  angler 
what  can  be  done  by  this  company— c^eap  fishing  tickets, 
hotel  accommodation,  &e.  It  commences  with  au  in- 
etrnctive  illustrated  article  by  E.  K.  Chatterton,  B.A., 
entitled,  "  With  Camp,  Yacht,  and  Canoe  on  the  Norfolk 
Broads,"  and  includes  a  map  of  the  distiiet,  showing  the 
principal  fishing  stations— Aole,  Brnndall,  Buckenham, 
Cantley,  Coltishall,  Haddiscoe,  North  Walaham,  Oulton 
Broad,  Reedham,  Somerleyton,  Wroxham,  &o. 

Notes  on  the  "Broad"  District  is  an  eight-page 
pamphlet,  giving  some  description  of  Beccles,  Lowestoft, 
Norwich,  BrundiU,  Buckenham,  Cantley,  Gorleston, 
Acle,  Yarmouth,  Wroxham,  Haddiscoe,  St.  Olaves,  &c., 
the  fishing,  &c.,  at  each  place. 

"  Quiet  Nooks  on  the  North  Coast  of  Norfolk "  is 
another  tight-page  pamphlet  of  information  as  to  train 
service  and  apartments. 

"  Farmhouse  and  Country  Lodgings  in  Essex,  Hertford- 
shire, Cambiidgeshire,  Suffolk,  and  Norfolk,"  is  a  book 
of  about  ninety  pages,  and,  in  addition  to  a  very  complete 
list  of  lodgings,  contains  a  well  illustrated  and  well  written 
article  on  some  of  the  principal  holiday  resorts  in  the 
counties  named,  to  be  reached  by  the  Great  Eaetern 
Railway. 

"  East  Coast  Watering  Places"  is  a  little  book  of  thirty, 
two  pages,  giving  fares  and  train  service  between  London 
and  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  and  watering-places 
on  the  Yorkshire  and  north-east  coast. 

The  "  Great  Eastern  Railway  Principal  Horse  and 
Cattle  Fairs,  Racing,  atd  Cricket  Fixtures  for  1900"  will 
be  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers,  especially  as  it 
contains  no  less  than  twenty-four  pages  of  information  aa 
to  fishing  on  the  Broads  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 
^  "East  Anglian  Golf  Links"  will,  we  know,  be  of 
interest  to  a  large  number  of  anglers  who  are  also  golf 
enthusiasts. 

"  Farm  and  Dairy  Produce  "  is  a  pamphlet  giving  names 
of  farmers  and  others  who  supply  consumers  direct  with 
eggs,  poultry,  fruit,  and  vegetables.  Many  will  be  glad  to 
have  this. 

All  these  are  issued  gratis,  and  will  be  sent  by  the 
superintendent  of  the  line,  Liverpool-street  Station,  B.C., 
on  receipt  of  a  card.    The  pamphlets  issued  aa  to  Con- 


Thames  (Eton).— The  water  is  still  very  bright,  but 
we  are  having  a  nice  rain  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  should 
it  continue  for  a  few  hours  sport  should  very  miicQ 
improve.  The  Countees  of  Wilton  creeled,  on  July  24, 
thirty-two  barbel,  gross  weight  just  over  1001b. :  25th, 
401b. ;  26th,  701b. ;  and  the  28th,  '801b. ;  all  returned.  C. 
Hawtrey  and  friend,  out  with  James  Gray,  seventeen  barbel 
and  five  chub ;  Messrs.  Westropp  and  Salmon,  out  with 
Gray,  eight  barbel ;  and  Mr.  Westropp  also  lost  a  nice 
trout  of  about  41b.  at  Romney  Weir.  R.  Williams  haa 
bad  a  few  chub,  whipping,  but  they  were  ratier  small. 
Dr.  Cahill  journeyed  to  Pangbourne  on  Thursday  with 
James  Bunco,  but  only  succeeded  in  creeling  291b.  of 
barbel,  returning  here  on  Monday  morning,  and  reporting 
that  there  was  no  stream  and  the  river  chocked  with 
weeds.  Bunee  baited  two  or  three  swims  between  Windsor 
atd  Boveney  on  Monday,  and  the  doctor  accounted  for 
just  over  501b.  of  barbel,  fishing  yesterday  and  to-day 
(Wednesday) ;  best  fish,  51b.  ;  all  fish  returned  at  the  end 
of  each  day. — Cecil  Howlett. 

 _  (Henley).— Aug.  1.— The  river  is  still  very  low 

and  bright,  with  little  stream  running;  but  we  have  had  a 
good_  rain  here  to-day,  which  should  greatly  improve  the 
condition.  Sport  has  improved  during  the  last  few  days. 
Patrons  of  G.  Arlett  in  four  days'  fishing  have  had  some 
good  takes  of  perch,  but  only  three  barbel  were  secured. 
Mr.  Good,  fishing  with  J.  James,  has  taken  nine  chub, 
best  fish  2Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  A.  Norman,  fishing  with  W. 
Vaughan,  has  taken  some  perch,  while  another  has 
secured  chub  up  to  31b.  with  cherries.  Roach  bite  very 
shyly,  and  can  only  be  caught  during  the  last  hour  of  fish- 
ing. Gudgeon  have  been  tried  for,  but  they  refuse  to 
come  to  the  rake. — Stanley  Mead. 

—  (Lechlade,  Cricklada).— Since  my  last  report  a 
large  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  but  it  has  been 
very  bright  and  clear,  and  there  has  not  been  much  doing 
except  in  the  evening,  when  fly-fishers  have  been  at  work 
on  the  chub  and  dace.  I  saw  one  gentleman  have  a  pretty 
take  of  seven  fine  chub  on  a  red-bodied  kind  of  March 
Brown,  his  bast  fiah  being  about  31b.  in  weight.  Mr. 
Frederick  reports  a  fine  pika  from  the  Kempsford  waters  a 
good  91b.  in  weight ;  ho  would  have  been  a  good  one  later 
(n.  Roach  are  only  feeding  in  the  evenicg,  and  several 
fine  ones  have  been  caught  with  fly.  The  lock  keeper  at 
John's  Bridge  has  been  having  good  sport  with  roach,  one 
I  saw  brought  into  the  Trout  being  a  good  l§lb.  Several 
eels  up  to  3lb.  have  been  taken  by  perch  fishers  when 
ledgering  with  worm.  _  Very  few  (rout  have  as  jet  been 
taken  in  this  district  this  season  ;  although  there  are  a  few 
good  ones  about  no  one  seems  to  try  for  them.  I  fancy 
there  are  too  many  big  pike  hereabout  now  to  be  as  many 
trout  as  there  used  to  be.  Caddis  worm  is  now  very 
deadly  both  for  chub  and  roach,  and  perch  will  also  often 
take  them  ;  there  are  plenty  of  them  under  the  stones  in 
the  Coin  and  Leach,  and  backwaters.  Amongst  many 
others  who  have  been  out  are  Messrs.  Battersby,  Clegg, 
Morgan,  Backstone  Chew,  Arthur  Chew,  A.  Perry, 
Brotherton,  Attwood,  Price,  Wentworth,  Sturgeon, 
Jackson,  &o.  We  had  a  heavy  thunderstorm  on  Sunday, 
which  did  considerable  damage.  River  is  in  fair  order, 
but  some  good  rain  would  wonderfully  improve  things  all 
round. — Rambler. 

 (Teddington).— Two  days,  with  Dr.  Rtiily  and 

Mr.  Bettany,  of  South  Hackney,  fifty  barbel,  weighing 
over  1121b.  (largest  4Jlb.) ;  all  returned.  Two  days,  John 
James  Paul  and  T.  E.  Dunville,  twenty  barbel,  eight  dozen 
dace  (all  returned).  Two  half  days.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Francis, 
eight  barbel,  eight  dozen  roach  and  dace  (all  returned) 
Walter  McBride. 

Ancholme  District.— On  Saturday  Mr.  R.  Fishwick, 
of  Rotherham,  and  Mr.  T.  Byrd,  of  Sheffield,  got  one  and 
a  half  stones  of  bream  near  Castlethorpe  Bridge,  and  on 
the  same  day  Mr.  C.  Theaker,  of  Gainsborough,  got  18Jlb. 
of  roach  and  bream  at  Brandywath.  The  largest  bream 
was  4ilb.  On  Monday,  in  New  Cut,  Mr.  H.  Clark,  of 
Brigs,  got  one  and  a  half  stones  of  bream,  including  a 
roach  of  IJlb.  Mr.  H.  Wheelhouse,  of  Darnall,  got  141b. 
of  roach  up  to  lib.  each.  In  a  match  fished  between 
Broughton  and  Castlethorpe  Bridge  on  Monday  the  top 
weight  was  91b.  15oz.— Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Avon  (Pordingbridgfa).— Roach  have  been  well  on 
the  feed  in  the  Avon  here  during  early  mornings  and  late 
evenings.  Mr.  Wal  Pink  (well  known  in  music  hall 
circles)  has  been  staying  here  for  a  few  days,  and  has 
averaged  about  301b.  of  good  fish  daily.  His  best  roach 
was  exactly  21b.  Several  others  went  quite  1  Jib.,  and  his 
takes  have  incluled  at  least  twenty  roach  of  IJlb.— 
F.  Jefferies. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaclx).— Although  some 
mid-days  during  the  week  have  been  hot  fish  have  been 
had.  Roaoh  giving  good  sport  morning  and  after  5  p.m. 
Bags  up  to  101b.  each,  best  fish  l^lb.  Perch  had  all 
times,  plenty  over  Jib.  up  to  lib.  each.  Eels  up  to  IJlb. 
each — with  lines  out.  Plenty  of  gudgeon,  with  a  few  dace 
had,  also  silver  bream— takes  up  to  121b,  a  rod,  largest 


IJlb.  Time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  a  few  floating  cut 
weeds  are  troublesome,  bat  with  rain  to-day  and  a  quick 
stream  fishing  will  improve.  The  weather  is  now  cooler 
and  prospects  are  brighter.  Beat  tait  here  is  the  brand- 
liog  worm,  wh  e'a  anglers  must  bring  with  them  (gentles 
also),  but  fresh-boiled  wheat  can  be  had  at  the  lock-keeper's 
twice  a  day,  ala3  information  as  to  the  best  swims  for 
1^  miles,  ten  minutes'  walk  from 

G.B.R  — John  0.  George  (Beche-road,  Cambridge). 

Cornish  Streams.-The  past  week  has  not  been  an 
ideal  fishing  week.  The  water  has  fallen  back,  and  has  got 
very  clear.  Apparently  a  good  many  peal  are  about, 
reports  giving  as  many  as  six  and  seven  to  a  rod.  The 
Camel  has  been  poor  this  week,  although  one  or  two  rodd 
have  got  peal  each  day  they  have  been  out.  Twenty  or 
thirty  trout  to  a  basket  have  been  taken  in  the  tributary 
streams  of  this  river.  In  the  Inney  very  little  haa  been 
done,  trout  fishers  generally  forsaking  the  river  after  Jute 
or  July. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— Trout,  psal,  and 
salmon  fishing  has  gone  very  flat  again,  and  a  flood  is 
needed  to  enliven  things  a  bit.  Last  week  there  was  some 
decent  sport,  but  this  week  little  has  been  done.  Local 
reds  by  evening  fishing  have  creeled  a  few  fish,  but  baskets 
are  not  worth  showing.  Messrs.  E.  Ackrell,  H.  Full  E 
Distin,  and  H.  T.  Distin  kill  a  peal  each  with  a 
regularity  that  is  annoying,  on  account  of  the  smallnessof 
the  catch.  Mr.  Soper,  too,  has  had  a  peal  and  a  few 
trout.  Others  have  been  down  the  river  after  bass,  which 
are  affording  good  sport,  the  fish  varjing  from  21b.  to  01b. 
The  Anchor  Stone  is  a  favourite  spot.  One  day  Mr 
W;  F.  Tollit  killed  eleven,  and  Mr.  S.  P.  Adams  eight. 
Flies  for  the  next  few  days  :  Alexandra,  Jungle  Fly,  and 
Silver  Horn. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).— The  river  stiU  keeps 
very  low,  and  water  bright.  There  is  practically  nothins 
doing.— H.  r  J  6 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  rain  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  increase  the  volume  of  water  to  any  appre- 
ciable extent,  and  the  lowness  of  the  streams  is  against 
sport.  Trout  are  difficult  to  attract,  and  the  few  fish 
anded  have  been  killed  by  dapping.  Evening  fishing  is  a 
little  better  than  the  daytime,  but  it's  anything  but  good, 
no  matter  what  time  the  streams  are  tried.  Peal  do  not 
come  on  at  all  well.  Otters  are  plentiful  in  the  Greedy, 
where  there  is  a  scarcity  of  fish.  Salmon  fishing,  taken 
generally,  is  duller  than  ever.  Many  visitors  are  resorting 
to  the  sea  fishing  at  the  mouths  of  the  various  rivers. 
Mr.  Slocombe,  of  Appledore  Gasworks,  put  out  a  net  for 
bass  resently,  and  secured  several  hundredweight.— 
Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— A  week  of  dry  conditions  has  passed, 
and  the  river  again  assumes  a  low  and  almost  stagnant 
aspect,  angling  being  much  retarded  in  consequence. 
Several  otteis  have  been  seen  operating  near  Rnswarp, 
and  some  destruction  must  result  unless  precautions  are 
taken.  Sea  angling  has  numerous  votaries  just  now,  and 
the  catches  which  are  recorded  daily  are  somewhat  above 
previous  aye: ages.  One  party  of  visitors  hooked  eight 
score  of  mixed  fish  during  one  day's  operations,  and  other 
remuceradve  takes  have  been  had. — J.  Jackson. 

Fen  Distrlot  (Sonth  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 
Angling  in  the  Fen  District,  so  far  as  roaoh  is  concerned, 
is  getting  slacker  with  the  hotter  weather.  The  cooler 
atmosphere  of  the  present  week-end  should  encoursgj 
improvement.  Reaching  on  the  Forty-foot  is  said  to  be  as 
"  dead  as  Queen  Anne,"  and  other  waters  are  in  the  same 
condition.  Where  bream  predominate  snort  has  been 
good.  Plenty  of  anglers  have  had  301b.  or  401b.  for  a  bag. 
Tench  are  also  coming  to  hand  fairly  well.  The  drains, 
however,  are  beginning  to  suffer  for  want  of  lain.— 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (KTortb  Notts).— From  the  draina  in 

the  district  around  Keadby  and  Crowle  accounts  are  to  hand 
which,  iu  spite  of  the  hot  weather,  are  quite  reassujing. 
Anglers  have  taken  some  fine  specimens  of  roach  with 
gentles,  and  some  have  grassed  nice  lots  of  bream. 
It  is,  perhaps,  a  little  early  for  roaching  on  this  famous 
Thorne  Canal,  but  the  business  already  done  points  to 
good  business  in  the  future.  From  what  is  called  Keadby 
Basin,  bream  have  occasionally  fed  well.  On  the  Idle 
itself  not  much  has  been  aone.  Brigg  lately  has  been  the 
great  draw,  seeing  that  in  matches  takes  have  run  up  to 
91b.  and  upwards,  which  means  a  good  haul  fcr  the  careful 
fisherman  under  favourable  conditions. — L. 

Keanett  and  Dunn.— There  has  been  very  little 
doing  on  these  waters  this  past  week,  either  ia  the  way  of 
rods  or  sport,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  rain  is  falling 
very  heavily,  and  his  the  appearance  of  continuing,  which 
will,  I  hope,  greatly  improve  the  streams  ia  a  piscatorial 
view. — Gnome. 

Lark  (Snifolk).— This  pretty  stream  is  now  in  good 
order  for  all-round  fishing.  Durirg  the  past  weeks  some 
splendid  lots  of  dace  and  roach  have  been  taken.  Several 
of  the  former  weighed  very  close  on  a  lb.  each,  and  ro2.c'a 
131b.  each.  Mr.  Scot  and  Mr.  Prica,  members  of  one  of 
the  London  clubs,  took  some  very  fine  fish.  I  saw  on 
Monday  last  one  lot  of  roaoh  weighing  over  271b.,  the  lot 
beautiful  fish.  There  are  awima  cut  nearly  all  tha  length 
of  the  preseivid  waters,  which  now  extend  from  Prick- 
willow  to  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  twenty-three  miles.  The 
fishing  at  West  Row,  Mildenhall,  Barton  Mills,  Worling- 
ton,  Icklingham,  Lackford  ia  very  good  indeed.  The 
famous  old  riverside  Ball  Hotel  at  Barton  Mills  ia  now 
under  new  management,  and  very  comfortable.  Any 
angler  wishing  to  try  these  waters  can  do  so  by  obtaining 
a  ticket  from  Mr.  William  Howlett,  the  general  secretary, 
40,  High-street,  Xewmarket;  os.  for  the  season. — 
Raven. 

Lea  and  TribntarleSi— The  Lea  will  be  found  in 
better  condition  by  anglers  visiting  it  this  week-end, 
refreshing  rains  having  fallen,  and  it  is  now  quite  time 
that  the  roach  and  bream  began  to  feed.   Up  to  the 
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preaent  very  few  good  baskets  have  been  mat  with  on  the 
public  waters,  although  they  are  known  to  hold  an  abun- 
dance of  fieh.  This  week  again  I  have  nothing  noteworthy 
to  record^  in  the  way  of  captures  either  from  the  Lea, 
Beane,  Mimram,  Stort,  or  Ash.  At  last  anglers  can  take 
pike  and  parch.  The  season  reopened  on  Thursday,  the 
close  time  having  been  in  operation  since  March  15  last. 
The  figh  have  certainly  had  a  good  holiday.  For  the 
benefit  of  strangers  visiting  the  river  I  may  mention  that 
pike  and  perch  cannot  be  retained  under  ISin.  and7ia. 
respectively.  Personally  speaking,  I  should  like  the  sfzj 
of  the  perch  increasfd  to  S»in.,and  the  close  season  for 
those  fish  altered.  With  much  advantage  and  benefit  to 
fish  acd  angler  alike  would  it  be  to  close  porch  fishing  in 
February  (say  the  ISch),  acd  re-open  it  on  July  1,  the  first 
day  of  Lea  roai  h  fishing.  It  would  mean  the  saving  of  a 
great  amount  of  fish  life,  for  in  March  perch  are  generally 
very  forward  as  regards  spawning  operations,  and  literally 
bursting  with  ova.  When  parch  are  by  no  means  plentiful 
in  the  Lf  a  it  seems  a  pity  to  take  and  retain  so  mmyof 
these  handsome,  sport-jielding  fish,  and  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  the  London  Anglers'  Association,  which  has 
always  had  the  ear  of  the  Lea  Conservancy  Board,  might 
very  well  interest  itself  in  this,  to  me,  highly 
important  matter.  Perhaps  some  of  my  readers  would 
like  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  matter  of  a  revised  close 
lime  for  Lea  perch.— Izaak  Walton. 

Lngfsr  and  Arrow  (IieomlnBtsr).  —  Both  these 
ttreams  were  running  slightly  stained  on  Saturday,  after 
the  very  heavy  weather  we  had  on  Friday  evening  and 
Saturday  morning,  when  one  of  the  severest  thunder- 
storms bad  for  some  time  passed  over  the  district.  It 
made  but  little  difference  to  the  state  of  the  water,  and  it 
has  refreshed  the  river,  and  the  fish  have  been  lisiogand 
feeding  better  since,  and  with  fine  weather  there  should  be 
good  sport  in  both  rivers.  On  Tuesday  a  good  dish  of 
trout  were  landed  with  fly.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  now 
begun  in  earnest,  and  the  fish  are  feeding  well  on  it,  and 
gopd  sport  has  been  had.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  good 
order. — Gwynne.' 

Iiugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eiugsland).— 
On  Friday  (27th  ult.)  evening,  and  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  this  neighbourhood  was  visited  by  severe 
thunderstorms,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain 
ciusing  the  rivers  to  rise  about  a  foot  of  very  muddy  water  • 
but,  as  it  came  from  hills  not  far  distant,  and  not  from 
the  sources  of  the  stream,  soon  ran  off,  and  the  rivers  ar« 
now  (Wednesday  evening)  clear,  and  af  their  normal 
summtr  level.  Occasional  showers  have  occurred  each 
day  since.  The  glass  is  now  low  and  sinking,  with  wind 
S.W.  Fish  have  been  rising  a  little  more  freely,  and  I 
think  when  the  weather  settles  sport  should  be  fairly  good 
Flies  as  last  week.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nen«  (PetBrborough).— Notwithstanding  the  excep- 
tional circumstances  of  recant  weather  and  the  lowness  of 
the  water,  sport  has  been  first  class,  and  roach  and  perch 
lave  been  caught  in  abundance,  Mr.  Farr,  amongst  others 
taking  a  nica  brace  of  roach  of  l|Ib.  each  ;  Mr.  Hill| 
fishing  with  two  hooks  on  one  line,  caught  two  roach 
simaltaneonaly,  of  lib.  and  |lb.  respectively;  and  Mr. 
Ream  eecnrirg  about  a  score  good  fish  at  Caistor,  where 
.  the  Nene  commissioners  are  now  proceeding  with  the 
cutting  of  the  weeds— a  much-needed  work.  At  the 
Middle  Ljvel  Mr.  J.  B.  Walker,  Mr.  G.  Woodp,  Mr.  J  R 
Bambridge,  and  F.  W.  Keech  landed  in  a  day  between 
9jt.  and  lOit.  of  bream  at  Three  Holes,  several  of  them 
weighing  between  4ib.  and  51b.  each.— E.  A  S 

Otter  (Bndleigrlx  Salterton).-Fly  fishing  for  the 
lafet  w»ek  has  been  very  disappointing.  The  evening  rise 
has  been  very  poor,  and  it  is  only  in  the  best  parts  of  the 
preserved  water  that  any  fish  have  been  tilkd  at  all. 
i'/^V^n  evening  (July  26)  one  rod  took  five  fish  on 
JSlr.  'Eolle  s  water.  They  were  four  common  and  one  sea 
trout.  The  latter  weighed  IJIb  ,  and  the  best  common 
.trout  aa  ounce  less— the  five  fish  unitedly  scaling  4Alb 
This  w  the  only  noteworthy  take  during  the  week.  The 
river  is  very  low,  weedy,  ard  slimy,  and  sadly  needs  a 
frethat.  At  time  of  reporting  (Aug.  1)  welcome  showers 
are  tailing,  and  there  is  every  sign  of  more  rain  to  come. 
If  it  does  the  fishing  should  be  improved.— Heeon 

Pax  oii).-The  bream  have  been  well 
on  the  feed  for  the  last  week.  Mr.  Cook,  Yarborough 
ha«  had  some  good  bags  every  day,  and  they  are  still 
fteding.  A  good  rain  is  much  needed  to  clear  the  weeds 
OB.  The  river  is  very  low,  and  the  weeds  are  so  thick  and 
rank  the  boat  has  to  be  pushed  through  with  a  pole  on 
the  shallows.— W.  DucKER. 

Owe  (Holywell  Perry  ),-The  rain  has  just  put  the 
ntar  m  good  all-round  order.  Chub  have  been  rising  verv 
well,  although  it  has  been  so  bright,  and  good  dace  also 
have  beep  taken,  but  now  the  colour  is  improved,  I  shall 
jxpect  big  bags  of  roach  and  bream  here  next  week  —A 

SCABD. 

Ottse  (Hutttingdon).— There  has  been  a  marked  im- 
provement m  sport  since  last  week,  pxrticularly  with 
br^m  and  roach,  the  night  fishermen  especially  having 
had  some  good  hauls  ci  the  former  fish,  one  angler  taking 
Ihirty-nine,  scalmg  781b.  Others  have  been  nearly  as  succesa- 
■n  "7  ^  ^^^"^  °^  h:eim  is  reported  (but  I  have  not  yet 
verified  it)  from  the  Brampton  waters,  one  fish  weighing 
61b.  2oz.,  and  several  over  4lb.  If  tiue,  this  is  rather 
unusual,  even  for  the  Ouse,  which,  as  is  well  known 
abounds  in  bream,  which,  however,  more  often  run  under 
than  over  3Ib.  ProtpBcts  for  Bink  Holiday  very  good 
v.  A.  B, 

Plymp.utli.— We  have  had  some  welcome  rain  which 
keeps  the  rivers  in  fine  condition.  Good  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  reported  to  me  from  the  various  rivers 
Sergeant  Ritchie  has  again  been  one  of  the  most  succesaf ui 
tiahermen  on  the  Tavy.  He  has  taken  peal  this  week 
weighing  l^lb.,  31b.,  41b.,  51b.,  and  Gh.,  also  saveral 
lOioolers.  Mr.  Winson  has  also  had  some  excellent  fish 
on  the  same  river.— Williah  Hearder. 


Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

neoh).— On  the  night  of  Friday  in  last  week  another 
severe  thunderstorm  passed  over  this  neighbourhood,  and 
which  was  accompanied  with  very  heavy  rain,  so  that  all 
these  rivers  were  much  benefited.  Since  that  time  and  up 
to  the  present  frequent  showers  have  fallen,  and  the  water 
is  now  in  as  good  condition  as  could  be  wished  for  angling, 
and  in  addition  to  this  the  thunder  has  cooled  the  air  con- 
siderably, so  that  anglers  can  pursue  their  favourite  sport 
every  day  and  all  day  under  the  most  favourable 
surroundings,  and  consequently  there  is  a  considerable 
improvement  in  their  temper,  corresponding  with  the 
improved  prospects  of  sport,  which,  in  the  Severn  and 
A'yrnwy  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  still  principally  confined 
to  that  obtained  with  coarse  fish  such  as  chub,  roach, 
parch,  and  dace,  as  the  pike  appear  to  be  very  wary  at 
present,  and  few  have  been  taken ;  but  as  a  sort  of  set 
off,  eels  are  very  plentiful  in  these  rivers  at  present,  and, 
as  usual  when  there  is  thuEder  in  the  air,  have  recently 
been  well  on  the  move,  and  some  fine  ones  captured.  Sport 
amongst  trout  on  the  Cain  still  continues  good,  and  is  now 
inuch  better  in  the  Tanat,  but  in  the  lower  parts  of  this 
river  coarse  fish,  especially  chub  and  dace,  are  getting 
much  too  numerous.  _  The  Shropshire  Union  Canal 
Company  are  about  to  issue  notices  prohibiting  angling  in 
that  canal,  but  hopes  are  entertained  that  it  will  still  be 
allowed  on  payment  of  a  small  fee  by  each  angler,  as  some 
verv  good  sport  is  to  be  obtained  in  it  amongst  coarse  fish. 
— Vyenwy. 

atonr  (Bnres,  SuflFolk).— Water  still  very  clear, 
and  no  stream  running,  except  whf  n  the  mills  are  at  work. 
A  few  good  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  evening,  but 
nothing  worth  calling  a  catch.  Bream  up  to  H\h. ,  roach  of 
lib.  5oz.,  and  rudd  of  lib.  12oz.  hive  been  taken,  but  at 
present  few  and  far  between  Paste,  gentles,  or  worms 
does  not  seem  to  make  any  difference  to  the  fish,  which 
run  very  small,  and  not  much  will  be  done  until  we  get 
some  rain.— W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Stour  (Orove  Perry,  Kent).— This  part  of  the 
country  has  been  visited  by  very  severe  thunderstorms 
during  the  past  week,  causing  much  land  water  to  come 
down.  It  is  now  clearing  away  nicely.  Several  London 
anglers  down  here  on  July  29.  A  few  good-sizad  roach 
taken,  but  fish  were  not  feeding  well.  The  river  com- 
missioners have  now  finished  their  annuil  inspection  and 
cutting  of  weeds. — W. 

Snssex  Rivers  and  Chioliester  Canal.— What  a 
m  irked  meteorological  change  we  have  experienced  within 
a  few  hours.  From  90°  in  the  shade  the  mercury  has 
dropped  to  65",  and  summer  clothing  ia  discarded  for 
warmer  attire.  A  few  showers  have  fallen — welcome 
showers.  The  roads  to  glorious  Goodwood  are  "  not  so 
dusty,"  and  the  parched  turf  and  verdure  looks  fresh  and 
bright.  Angling— yes,  I  will  hark  back  to  the  rivers— too 
bright  for  sport  is  the  general  verdict.  There  was  no  take 
from  the  Ouse  last  week  worth  notice,  but  with  the  small 
tides  of  next  week  the  lower  water  ought  to  yield  eport, 
and  holiday  anijlers  should  experience  a  good  time.  Fish 
Bppaar  off  the  feed  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Cuckmere, 
but  in  the  high  tides  lower  down  fair-sized  bream  have 
been  captured.  Carp  appear  off  feed  in  the  Adur.  A  few 
dace  and  roach  is  the  only  record.  The  canal  at 
Chichester  is  in  fair  order,  yet  fish  are  not  feeding  well. 
Bream  up  to  Ulb.  have  been  taken  with  paste  and  gentles, 
also  a  few  small  roach,  and  eels  up  to  3!b.  Smelt  seem  to 
have  left  the  harbour.'.  A  few  small  bass  (heaviest  noti- 
fied, l|lb  ),  a  few  codling,  flatfish,  and  eels  is  the  record  of 
the  week.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (tndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  heavy 
rain  has  been  had,  but  it  made  little  difference  to  the 
livers.  On  Friday  night  a  heavy  thunderstorm  took 
place,  accompanied  by  lightning  and  rain,  and  cn  Satur- 
day  there  was  a  stain  on  the  river,  but  it  soon  ran  off,  and 
the  weather  has  been  a  great  deal  cooler,  and  better  for 
anglers  to  get  out,  and  since  the  rain  the  fish  have  been 
more  on  the  move,  and  have  been  rising  at  the  fly.  The 
chief  flies  used  are  the  Sky  Blue,  July  Dun,  Palmers, 
Blue  Dun,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Moths,  and  Coachman,  and 
some  nice  fish  have  been  landed.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has 
been  getting  brisk,  and  more  bait  is  now  obtainable,  and 
the  fish  are  taking  it  freely.  Grayling  have  been  feeding 
in  the  evening.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  successful,  and 
large  trout  landed.  On  Monday  a  nice  dish  of  fish  were 
landed  with  the  Sky  Blue  and  Coch-y-bondhu.  On  Tues- 
day sport  was  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwjohe  are  all  clear,  and  have  been  improved  by  the 
rain.  In  the  Ledwjche  some  good  trout  have  been  landed 
bottom  fishing.  Sport  should  be  good  with  fine  weather. 
-S.  Lddlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— This  district  was  visited  by  some 
very  severe  thunderstorms  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
which  made  a  little  colour  in  the  river ;  but  the  river 
being  low,  it  made  little  difference,  and  the  water  soon 
cleared  again,  and  is  now  running  in  good  order  for 
fishing,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  areatly  improved, 
and  the  fish  have  been  moving  better.  Wasp-grub  fishing 
has  been  getting  brisk,  and  the  fish  have  been  taking  it 
well,  and  some  fine  fish  have  been  land  d.  Fly  fishing 
has  been  good  in  the  evening,  and  several  nice  lots  of  fish 
have  been  landed.  With  fine  weather  sport  should  be 
good. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— On  Monday  the  Trent  came  on 
several  inches— enffioieat  to  throw  the  barbel  swims  out  of 
order,  and  cause  disappointment.  Previously  a  few  had 
been  taken  from  the  Muskhim  water,  best  5Jlb.  A  few 
chub  have  been  taken  from  the  same  length  with  greaves, 
heaviest  31b.  5cz,,  by  Mr.  A.  Lees.  Malt  and  wheat  are 
just  now  the  most  killing  baits  for  roach,  and  some  nice 
takes  have  been  made.  Bream  only  feeding  moderately ; 
dace  taking  gentles.    Weather  storjny.— Trbntsider, 


Welland  (Market  Deepingr).— Sport  has  been  firs:- 
claaa  here  lately,  and  some  capital  catches  of  roach  and 
dace  are  reported.  Mr.  Hutchings  landed  61b.,  41b  '»ib 
71b.,  lOJlb.,  111b.,  besides  a  chub  of  21b.  2cz.— all  with  the 
fly— during  the  course  of  a  week's  fishing;  and  Mr. 
Gibson  was  also  very  successful  in  taking  some  fine  fish! 
At  the  laat  meeting  of  the  Northants  County  Council  the 
Conservators  for  the  Welland  Fishery  District  were  re- 
appointed :  Councillor  E.  P.  Monokton,  M.P.,  Councillor 
J.  C.  Eady,  Councillor  W.  Bean,  Councillor  Sir  A.  de 
Capell  Brooke,  and  Councillor  Pratt  Walker,— E  A.  S 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in  bream  :  Messrs.  Bashford  and 
Wmdover,  36.b  ;  Dainton,  181b. ;  Carr,  381b.  j  Fray  22lb  • 
Frost,  181b. ;  Cross,  151b. ;  Flint,  121b. ;  Smith,  16Ib.'  ■ 
and  Mr.  Tamer,  one  carp  3|lb.  Several  other  gentlemen 
had  sundry  smaller  takes.  The  jack  and  perch  competi- 
tion will  be  continued  on  Aug.  5,  as  no  weighable  fish  were 
brought  to  scale.— F.  Vinall. 

Whitton.— This  stream  has  been  well  pitronised  by 
week-end  fishermen,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  experi- 
enoed,  trout  ranging  from  3|lb.  to  the  limit  (lib.).  The 
weeds  are  cut,  and  by  these  rains  the  water  will  be  greatly 
improved.— Gnome. 

Wltham,  fto.  (Mid-I,lnooluslilre).-Sport  has 
considerably  fallen  off  of  late  on  the  drains  about  Boston. 
From  the  Kelsey  lengths  of  the  Hob  Hole  fair  quantities 
of  roach  have  been  obtained ;  acd  so  alao  on  the  Bargate 
and  Mount  Pleasant  drains.  A  cheering  fe  iture  of  the 
latter  has  been  the  capture  of  a  few  good  tench,  the  best 
scaling  over  31b.  Sport  on  the  Hob  Hole  drain  has 
varied.  At  Old  Leake  things  were  very  disappointing. 
Some,  however,  have  captured  decent  lots  of  roach.  The 
heat  has  been  too  much  for  the  anglers  on  the  Witham, 
and  only  good  bisketa  have  been  secured  in  the  cool  of  the 
.evening.  Great  shoals  of  bream  have  showed  themselves 
below  Chapel  Hill  at  Dogdyke,  but  nothing  has  induced 
them  to  feed.  Creed  wheat  has  been,  perhaps,  the  most 
successful.  A  feiy  roach  have  been  secured  about  Kirk- 
stead,  but  the  fishers  have  done  poorly  in  the  waters  about 
the  Grand  Sluice.  The  best  bream  to  hand  was  just  over 
6ib.,  and  the  best  roach — which  in  some  oases  have  run 
large — reached  lib.  lOoz. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  have  been  disturbed  by  the  heavy  rain  we  have  had 
during  the  past  few  days,  which  on  Monday  oiuscd  the 
Derwent  to  be  unfishable  for  several  hours.  The  Wye  has 
afforded  a  few  fish,  and  these  have  been  obtained  by  those 
gentlemen  who  have  fished  late  in  the  evening.  Mr. 
Barber,  fishing  the  Derwent  above  Matlock  Bridge,  took  a 
very  nice  trout  over  a  pound  in  weight;  also  Mr.  Buxton, 
fishing  from  a  boat  at  Matlock  Bath  on  Friday  evening, 
obtained  two  and  a  half  brace  of  good  fish ;  also  Mr.  J. 
Henstock  one  brace  on  Tuesday  evening  at  dusk.  The 
water  is  in  good  order,  anl  if  the  weather  would  be  more 
settled  better  sport  ought  to  be  obtained.  Early  morning 
is  a  good  time  during  August.  The  following  flies  will  be 
useful :  Golden  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Spinner,  Red 
Ant,  Ash  Dun,  Throstle  Wing,  with  White  and  Brown 
Moths  for  evening  — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swa'e,  Whaife,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse,  &o. 
(Yorkshire).— Beyond  club  competitions  there  is  little 
doing  in  any  of  our  rivers  at  present,  but  we  may  expect 
the  usual  rush  of  Bank  Holiday  anglers.    Prospects  of 
sport  in  the  upper  waters  are  not  good,  the  water  in  all 
our  trout  streams  being  so  very  low  at  the  time  of  writing. 
However,  the  barometer  is  falling  steadily,  and  we  may 
get  a  general  fall  of  rain  all  through  the  county  bsf ore  this 
reaches  my  readern.    There  was  a  freshet  of  about  a  couple 
of  feet  down  the  Yore  and  Swale  on  Saturday,  but  it  was 
of  a  very  transient  description.   Those  who  caught  the 
water  right  on  that  day  had  fair  sport  with  the  worm,  but 
on  Monday  I  found  the  fish  rose  badly  to  the  fly,  and  only 
a  few  trout  rewarded  my  efforts.    Other  anglers  I  met 
had  done  no  better,  and  it  is  evident  a  good  flood  is 
required  to  mend  matters.   A  few  nice  pike  have  been 
captured  in  Bedale  Beck,  on  the  stretch  of  water  which  the 
members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club  have  permission,  by  a 
Deeming  angler,  who  used  the  artificiil   bxit  known 
as  the  Kill  Devil.   A  few  nice  grayling  have  also  been 
taken  by  the  aid  of  the  Black  Palmer  and  Red  Tag, 
while  on  Monday  last  a  Leeds  member  of  the  club 
caught  seven  very  fine  grayling  bobbing  bluebottles  or 
conamon  house  flies.    Certain  it  is  thit  miggots  have  lost 
their  potency  to  attract  during  the  hot  days,  but  in  the 
evening  both  trout  and  grayling  have  been  caught  with 
them.  Anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  FarrarStead, 
the  bailiff  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  has  paid  a 
surprise  visit  to  Bedale  Beck,  and  has  appointed  Sergt. 
Robson,  of  Leeming,  a  water  lailiff  under  the  board. 
Perhaps  this  will  mean  that  the  netting,  which  is  Siid  to 
have  been  going  on  down  towards  Grimescar,  will  now  be 
put  a  stop  to.    If  the  beck  were  slso  cleared  of  others, 
then  some  good  sport  both  for  trout  and  grayling,  and  also 
coarse  fish,  will  be  had  this  autumn.    The  KirkstJl 
Angling  Club  fished  their  annual  match  at  Maumby  Ferry, 
on  the  Swale,  on  Saturday  last.    There  were  sixty-five 
members  took  part  in  the  match.   Total  weight  of  prize 
winners  was  311b.  14Joz.    First.  A.  Crook,  21b.  15|rz  ; 
second,  F.  Gamble,  21b.  15oz  ;  third,  J.  Welford,  21b.  15oz, 
Cup  for  the  largest  fish  was  won  by  J.  H.  Hergreaves. 
Several  anglers  ask  me  about  grayling  fishing.  Grayling 
do  not  rise  at  all  freely  to  the  fly  until  September  or 
October,  the  latter  I  consider  the  beat  month.    They  will 
rise  during  the  end  of  this  month,  but  not  so  freely 
as  they  do  in  September.    Mr.  Moxon  and  his  son 
have  had  very  good  sport  on  the  Nidd,  at  Walshford 
Bridge,  amongst  the  dace,  with  the  fly  and  maggot.  The 
Derwent  is  in  fair  trim,  but  the  tributaries  too  low  at 
present.    The  Leeds  Exchange  Angling  Club  held  its 
annual  match  at  Malton,  the  first  pr;z9  being  won  by  Mr. 
Pickersgill  and  the  visitors'  prize  by  Mr.  Gunnie.  The 
members  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Society  fished 
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their  second  match  of  the  geason  on  Saturday.  Mr  W  E 
Chance,  of  Aldby  Park,  kindly  gave  psrmiseion  for  the 
olnb  fo  hold  the  competition  in  the  Derwent,  on  Skirpen- 
beck  Farm,  near  Butterorambe.    The  weigh-in  gave  the 

Bobaon,  2  b.  6Joz. ;  3rd,  J.  Armitage,  lib.  13oz. ;  4th,  J. 
llwJ?^'  J- Johnson,  lib.  8ioz.;  6th  and 

aS^A®!^^-  J-_Davidson  and  H.  Wilkinson,  lib.  7ioz.; 
n  ^^™^/  ^'■'"^°?  11^-  f^^"^- ;  9th.  C.  Allen,  lib.  SJoz 

^o^^  v  5^°.^®''???'     = i^*^*"'  ^-  ■^y"i.  ^b.  o^oz. 

12th,  E  Foote  14J0Z. ;  13ch,  F.  Taylor,  lUoz. ;  14th,  F. 

beaJ,  lloz    The  party  were  the  grateful  recipients  of  the 

generous   hospitahty  of  Mr.   and    Mrs.  Hutchinson, 

ot   bkirpsnbeck  Farm.    The  members  of  the  York 

Confectionery   Company's    Angling    Club    held  their 

second    match    of    the    season    on    Saturday,  at 

Stamford    Bridge.     The    catches    wera    fairly  good. 

J.  Deighton,  first;  S.  Pratt,  second;  J.  Slee,  third. 

a.  Ueighton  and  A.  Jackson  also  sncc3eded  in  obtaining 

prizes.   The  members  of  the  St.  Nicholas  (York)  Angling 

Association  paid  a  vieit  to  West  Cottingwith  on  Saturday 

for  the  first  match  of  the  season.    The  following  were  the 

winners:  1st   W.  HUl,  31b.  GJoz. ;  2Qd,  F.  Metcalfe, 

^^'^>  "b.  12oz.;  -1th,  J.  HUl 

^ll'l^^^'-A^  ^}^-        ■'  6th.  H.'  England 

lib.  7oz. ;  7th,  T.  Johnson,  lib.  Sioz. ;  8th,  J.  Flannerv 

7-  l^lo^- ;  10th.  T.  Markham,  ?0oz^;' 

"V*!  r-  Liwson,  9ioz. ;  12th,  J.  Steel,  7oz.  After  the 
weigH-in  ihe  campany  adjourned  to  the  Ferry  Boat  Inn, 
where  a  happy  time  was  spent.  The  members  of  the  York 
Lendal  Bridge  Angling  Association  held  their  second 
match  of  the  season  at  Ulleskelf  on  Saturday  last.  The 
river  though  rather  low,  was  in  good  condition,  but  sport 
was  slow  The  following  was  the  result :  1st,  H.  Nichol- 
son; 2nd,  J.  Weadley;  3rd,  J.  Snowdon;  4th,  E.  Water- 
worth,-  5th  E.  Waters;  6th,  H.  Hartley;  and  7th,  H. 
I'lckard,  After  the  weigh-in  had  taken  place  the  members 
adjourned  to  the  Ship  Inn,  where  a  knife  and  fork  tea  was 
prqvided.  The  Knottingley  United  Angling  Club  had  a 
competition  at  Copmanthorpe  on  Saturday,  when  every 
angler  caught  fish  Result :  Ist,  J.  Wheeldon ;  2nd,  J. 
Cartledge;  .3rd  E  Gott;  4th,  H.  Baker;  5th,  W. 
Scholey;  6  th  J  W.  Halls  worth;  7th  and  special,  J. 
Wilson;  8th,  T.  Alen;  9th,  H.  Sissons;  10th,  K  Moore; 
w  ^n--  -^^^1'  ^l'^>  J-.Turpin;  13th,  J.  Schofield  ;  14th 
W.  lilhs  ;  15th  and  special,  J.  W.  Buckley ;  and  16th.  t! 
4"P'o:T-  •  ^-  ^ii-i-ER  (Northern  Anglers'  Depot.  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds). 

.^T  Telegeaph.— Heavy  showers  have  fallen  during  the 
night  with  every  prospect  of  a  continuanca.  This  shows 
improved  prospects  for  Bank  Holiday.  One  of  the  depot 
customers,  Mr^  G.  W.  Jenkinson,  has  just  returned  from  a 
visit  to  the  Waveney,  Suffolk,  on  which  river  he  has  had 
exceptionally  good  sport  amongst  the  bream,  breaking  his 
<=*toh  beiag  1821b.,  averaging 
J  «  oi  ®  were  ciught  on  one  day  between  7.80  a.m. 
and  3,30  p.m.  with  the  tail-end  of  lobworms  on  fine  roach 
teokle,  and  with  a  rod  known  to  Yorkshire  anglers  as  the 
Wharfedale.-J.  E.  Miller  (Northern  AngW  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds). 
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SCOTCH  HEPORTS. 
Altnacealgaoh  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair?  IT  B  ) 

-On  20th,  Mr.  Barrett  landed  forty-eight  trout,  121b'.  ,• 
Mr.  Millar,  London  on  Loch  Cama,  one  and  a  quarter 
dozen  91b  ;  and  Mr.  Eobertson,' London,  on  Loch 
Veyatie  (blown  off)  twenty  trout,  51b.  On  21st,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barrett,  on  Loch  Cama,  caught  two  dozen  trout, 

^tl^f  i  "a  Jll""iJ'''''i  °*  2'^-  23rd,  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Barrett  had  fifty-three  trout,  161b.,  also  a  /ero.(  of  4|lb., 
caught  with  fly  by  Mrs.  Barrett;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mihar 
London,  had  twenty-nine  trout,  Ulb.,  and  a /ero  c  of  2«b. 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Clegg,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  two  and  a  quirter 
dozen  trout  111b. !  Colonel  Heyworth,  on  Loch  Urigill. 
two  dczen,  81b  On  24tb,  Mr.  and  Mrs!  Barrett,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  twenty-six  trout.  121b. ;  Mr.  Eobertson  London, 
on  same  loch,  twenty-six  7ilb.  On  25th,  Mr.  Barrett 
got  thirteen  trout,  51b  ;  Mr.  Eobertson,  twenty-six  trout, 
miA'  ^''•/"^  £'*S*'  ^'^  ^°<=»»  twenty-eight 
if  QilV  ^n^  ^olT^-  ^^^yr^th,  on  Loch  Cama,  a  balket 
ot  9ilb.  On  25th,  equally  good  baskets  were  made  on 
Xfyf tie,  and  UrigiU.  On  26th,  27th,  28th,  and 
^Uth,  baskets  ran  from  one  and  a  quarter  dozen  to  five 
dozen,  and  in  weight  up  to  IS^lb  — B. 

fnrtw  f  ^^^J"^^  Liddle.-The  recent  rains  have 
further  improved  the  prospects  of  sport.  Herling  are 
Kri°'^''T'^'i^  the  best  catches  are  being  made  that 
have  taken  place  for  five  years.  In  the  mid-reaches,  Mr. 
thr««Til^f=?  basketing  forty-seven.  In 

liZ  II  ^  ^-  Porteons,  Eowanbnrn,  had 

K^;^^''\^r^"'»'  ^"de-son,  Eskbank,  had 

Dr  ^A'^.,^^^^  trout  in  the  same  water ; 

Dr  Ogilvie  and  Mr  Ogilvie  had  thirty-six  herling  and 
1-  Canonbie,  has  had^ome 

rJIIi,     *  !  °v  trout;  Mr.  F.  Little 

Byreburnfoot.  had  thirty  herling  and  two  sea  trout ;  Mr. 
r,;^^^?  '  ?^''<^°bie,  had  fourteen  herling;  Mr.  W.  Eiddle. 

II!t-  '  I'  R-  ^?;I'ert  had  also  similar  sport ;  Dr.  Court, 
staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbi^,  had  nYne 
^rliDg,  a  sea  trout,  and  some  yellow  trout;  and  Mr. 
miTll'J^^'^^  ^°tel.  had  two  sea  trout 

rlh^i  h^'"'^!    Co'o^el  Leckhart.  from 

!n  ^f'  ^^-T"-?  <^'^0"°  Hotel,  Langholm,  had 

MorrJ»T'*T'"'H.^,"'^uS'  ^^'^  ^  '^^"'^^^  141b.  ;  Mr. 

Morrison,  Langholm,  has  been  getting  eight  or  nine 
E^a±%V,'7"'\^^'^'''^  breakfaft;  Mr.  Dancey! 
Pool  t  f?.°n''  ^^S^'^^'^.V  ^        trout  in  King 

had  bask«f^  Z^T        .u^'^'"-  G.  Wood  havf 

lock  "PP*"^  reaches  ;  Mr.  F.  Fare- 

herwSt^^^''.^^^  good  baskets  of 

and  som!  v,l°  J-  Telford  had  a  sea  trout 

and  some  herhng  m  Langholm  water  ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone 


had  a  sea  trout  SJlb.,  and  twenty-five  herling;  Mr.  Miller 
Langholm,  landed  a  sea  trout  of  41b.  in  Langholm  water! 
On  Monday,  Mr  Jas.  L.  Laidlaw,  Edinburgh,  caught 
twenty-seven  herling  and  four  sea  trout,  one  of  which 
weighed  4ilb  ,  at  two  fishings  ;  Mr.  D.  Lindlow  and  Mr. 
Jas.Brockbank,  Ulverstone,  had  thirty  herling  and  one  sea 
trout  weighing  2Ib. ;  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone  and  Mr.  J. 
Birntather  have  also  had  sea  trout  and  other  fish  in  Lang- 
holm water  ;  Mr.  G.  Duncan,  Edinburgh,  staying  at  the 
V/-?T„^°tr>  bad  a  good  basket  of  herling;  Mr.  David 
Mitchell  had  a  good  basket  of  sea  trout  and  herling  •  Mr 
G.  Law,  at  three  fishings  in  the  mid-reaches,  killed  thirtvi 
^'i^j,  dczen  at  each  fishing;  Mr.  D.  McDougall, 

Midlothian,  had  a  sea  trout  and  some  fine  herling- 
Mr.  Graham,  Holmwood,  had  sixteen  herling  six 
sea  trout  and  a  salmon  about  61b.  In  the  Liddle 
^•n  Murray    had   twenty-four    herling;    Mr.  J 

Hill  had  twenty  herling;  Mr.  Smith  had  ten 
herlmg  in  the  lower  reaches  ;  Miss  Brackenndye  had  a 
nice  sea  trout  weighing  3:b.  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Murray  had 
twenty  herlmg  and  four  sea  trout  in  Liddle  ;  Mr  E 
bteel  had  thirty  herling ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Eiddle  had  some 
good  baskets  of  herling  in  the  Liddle.  The  Duke  of 
Buccleuchs  reserved  water  and  Sir  Eichard  Graham's 
water  at  Netherby  are  yielding  good  sport.  Mr.  W. 
Hcott,  Langhojm,  has  had  sport  with  herling  in  Langholm 
water;  Mr  S.  McKime.  jun.,  Gilnockie  Cottage,  had 
three  sea  trout  in  the  Double  water;  Mr.  J.  Jardine 
killed  two  sea  trout  in  Liddle;  Mr.  Holliday,  Demain- 
?T  bad  gocd  takes  of  sea  trout  in  the  same  water  - 

Mr.Murray,  Whisgills,  hadaseatront  and  some  herling 
in  Liddle.    Several  sei  trout  have  been  caught  in  the 
Hermitage  by  Messrs.  A.  Nichol  and  F.  Kyle.   Fair  sport 
la  being  bad  in  the  Longtown  water,  and  some  good  takes 
ot  herling  and  sea  trout  have  been  made.    Miss  Church 
fark  House,  had  three  sea  trout  last  week  in  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Bsk  ;  Mr.  W.  Eoper  has  had  three  sea  trout ; 
Mr.  J  J.  Hill  has  had  three  sea  trout  in  Liddle  ;  Mr  P 
Story  has  had  two  sea  trout ;  Mr.  A.  McMillan  had  a  sea 
trout  near  the  Skipper's  Bridge  ;  Mr.  Grant,  Buck  Hotel. 
Langholm,  has  had  good  catches  of  herling-  Mr.  A 
ihompson  killed  a,  sea  trout ;  Mr.  T.  Hyslop  had  two  sea 
J{!  T'-jir°°^,^°8t')SS  had  in  the  upper  reaches  of 

the  Liddle.  Mr  W.  Murray  had  two  sea  trout,  and  some 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Beattie  had  a  sea  trout,  and  Mr.  J 
Walker  caught  two ;  Mr.  J.  Foster  had  three  sea  trout ; 
w  •  o.'  i^nderson,  two ;  and  Mr.  W.  Crozier,  three  ;  Mr 
W.  btoddart  caught  one;  Mr.  J.  Coulthard,  Lang. 
S?    w^^l.  herling,   and  three   sea  trout; 

w-"^;-"*.    ,ry  had  two  sea  trout,  each  weighing  lilb 
Fishing  m  the  lower  waters,  Mr.  J.  Tweedie  caught  two 
sea  trout  21b.  each ;  Mr.  F.  Foster  had  three  sea  trout  and 
some  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  had  two  sea  trout  and  some 
herhng;  Mr.  J.  Harkness,  Langholm,  has  had  good 
baskets  of  herling  near  the  Skipper's  Bridge;  Mr.  W 
Borthwick,  Langholm,  and  Mr.  J.  Bell,  Langholm,  have 
each  done  well  with  herling;  Mr,  J.  Nesbit  Oiught  a  sea 
trout  close  to  Langholm  Bridge-a  good  many  salmon 
are  in  the  pools,  but  they  are  not  taking  freely ;  Mr.  F 
Johnstone  had  two  sea  trout  near  Skipper's  Bridge  •  Mr, 
Joe  Anderson  had  fourteen  herling  and  one  sea  trout,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Irving  and  W.  Ballantyne  have  had  sea  trout 
and  herling  in  Langholm  water.    The  weather  is  all  that  can 
be  desired,  and  the  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale  vallejsarenow 
in  their  best  attire.    Certainly,  nature  has  been  very  lavish 
m  the  bestowal  of  her  beauties  on  those  two  watercourses, 
unsurpassed  in  the  south  of  Scotland.   A  Carlisle  gentle- 
man had  a  good  run  with  a  salmon  in  the  Boost  Pool, 
Metal  Bridge  water,  but  lost  it  after  a  tough  tussle  •  Mr 
Mason,  Eockliffe,  has  been  fairly  successful  with  herling 
and  £ea  trout  in  the  lower  waters,  but  not  so  with  salmon 
Ihe  same  applies  to  most  anglers  in  the  lower  reaches. 
Mr.  Musgrove,  Longtown,  has  had  some  herling  and  sea 
trout  m  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  and  Mr.  T.  Forrest  has 
had  similar  sport.— Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss.  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Hardly 
any  sport  on  this  river  at  present.  A  few  days  ago  Mrs. 
MacLeay,  Inverness,  landed  a  salmon  of  101b  — B 

Cu!lfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford).  —  July  25,"  Messrs. 
Eobins  and  Napper,  Sutton,  Surrey,  forty  trout,  several 
weighing  over  |lb. ;  Mrs.  Eobinsand  Mrs.  Napper,  Sutton, 
burrey,  thirty-two  trout,  one  rainbow  trout  weighing  over 
lib.— J.  McPadyen. 

Ddveron  (Banffshire).-During  the  past  week  very 
heavy  thunder  showers  have  fallen  in  the  conrss  of  this 
river,  which  has  put  the  water  into  a  filthy  condition,  and 
the  sea  tor  a  great  distance  out  is  greatly  discoloured.  The 
water  being  too  thick  and  foul,  very  little  is  doing  by 
anglers.  It  is  reported  that  there  are  a  good  few  grilse  iu 
post  of  the  pools,  but  exceedingly  shy.  Both  the  net  fish- 
'f°ii-  l}"^^  ^""^  ^t  the  coast  stations  showed  a 

tailing  off  for  the  week.  Last  week  the  consignments  to 
the  markets  were  nine  boxes,  and  on  Monday  of  this  week 
three  boxes.  A  heavy  sea  on  the  coast  kept  the  cobbles 
ashore  on  Monday  and  part  of  Tuesday.  Salmon  o  ontinne 
ot  supsrior  quality,  and  are  gaining  in  weight,  one  caught 
last  week  ecaling  close  on  401b.  Grilse  are  also  of  fine 
shape  and  quality,  the  heaviest  weighing  101b.,  and  the 
average  61b,  The  channel  of  the  river  is  in  no  way 
obstructed  meantime. 

Inolinadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— July  23,  Mr. 
Moberly,  West  Assynt,  one  trout,  2*lb. ;  Mr.  Norman 
f"'? ^'^^  Sf^s^'  "Jib.  and  5 jib. ;  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Moberly,  Letteressa,  thirty-six  trout,  111b.  24th  Mr 
Norman  Webb,  Inver,  two  grilse,  SJlb.  and  6ilb. ;  Mr. 
Kennedy,  Awe,  twelve  trcut,  41b.  25th,  Mr.  Tricket 
Awe,  fourteen  trout,  6ib.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  Castle  Bay.  five 
iT°°*Tir1'^  J^^^'  M""-  Tricket,  Inver,  one  grilse,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Webb,  Inver,  one  grilse,  81b  ;  Messrs.  Moberly  and 
Smith,  Awe,  twenty-four  trout,  101b.  27th,  Mr.  Kennedy 
Inver,  one  grilse,  61b.;  Mr.  Tricket.  Letteressa,  twenty 
trout,  6Ib.  28th,  Miss  Marlon,  Castle  Bay,  oneferor  61b  - 
Mr.  Dean,  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Bamett' 
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Awe,  eighteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  S 
trout.  81b.— W.  Walla<'e. 

SM^^M^'^'i?/*^^^  f^*""  Hotel) -Oa  the  river 
Hhira  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  Campbs  l  had  seventean  sea 
and  brown  trout,  largest  2ilb.,  average  lib. ;  Mr.  H.  G. 
Kamsbottom,  four  sea  trout,  largest  21b.,  io  the  Aray 
Miss  Elspeth  Campbell,  grilse,  ojlb.,  atd  a  fe;v  aea  trout  • 
on  a  light  lady's  10ft.  rod.— Inveeary. 

I»la  (Peith).— The  weather  has  been  showery,  cold, 
and  unsettled,  and  trout  are  not  rising  freely  to  the  lly 
Last  week  was  a  holiday  in  the  neighbouring  towns,  and 
many  were  cut,  and  got  good  spirt  with  worm.  On  the 
Cally,  a  tributary  of  the  Isla,  Mr.  Allan  Cameron, 
bl^sgow  killed  with  worm  in  a  little  over  nine  hours 
Th  Ji^l  Nee  J  ess  to  say.  they  were  of  very  small  8h9. 
The  Icchs  are  still  doing  fairly  well.— Ia-o air 

thT°hh}^^f\u^^^'^^°.f'^\~'^^^  P*^t  week  has  been 
the  best  of  the  month  for  fport,  the  weather  being 
showery  with  favourable  winds.    Seven  members  of  the 
T  A^^T-^  "".took  twenty-seven  trout,  2o;b. ;  first.  Mr 
J.  A.  Mi.ler,  five,  41b.  8.z,    Private  parties:  Mr.  W.  s' 
Sheach  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Kinmond,  Dundee,  sixtj-four, 
36Ib.  ;    twenty-four,  13lb.  ;    fourteen,  81b.  «oz.-  and 
twenty-six  161b.  8  z -in  four  days'  fishing.    Mr.  .1.  B 
Mills  and  Mr  D.  Mclntyre,  Dundee,  fished  two  days,  and 
had  creels  of  eixteen,  lUb.,  and  thirteen,  G.h.K-J.  Mr 
J.  B.  Mills  was  also  out  with  Mr.  J.  M.  Smieton,  Broughty 
Ferry,  and  had  twenty-one,  121b.  8  z.,  and  ten,  9Ib.  Mr 
J.  M   bmieton  was  out  himself  three  days,  and  creeled 
sT^'ifj'  }^^^-        •        4'b. :  and  twenty-six,  181b.  8oz. 
Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Lamond,  Dundee,  eeventeen.  131b. 
J<.x -Provost  Black,  Tayport,  had  thirteen,  lolb.  ;  fifteen 
121b.  ;  and  thirteen    Dlb.    Mr.  J.  Young,  Glasgow,  in  a 
short  day  creeled  thirty-eight,  301b. ;  Mr.  Chas.  Stewart. 
Edinburgh,  twenty-one,  161b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Croall.  Edinburah 
ten,  U.b  ;   Messrs.  J.  T.  and  E.  Douglas  CroaU.  Edm' 
burgh,  twenty,  1-tlb. ;    Mr.  Lawson  and   Mr.  Kater 
Glasgow,  ten,  91b. ;  Mr.  Calder,  Edinburgh,  captured  in 
two   days    thirty-nine,  321b.;    Mr.  Campbell,  Alloi, 
twelve,  81b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Harley,  Kirkcaldy,  twelve  71b  ■ 
Mr.  Dunsmore.  Perth,  sixteen,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Tanuaeray 
Mr.  Cunningham,  Edinburgh,  thirteen! 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Biin,  Falkirk,  sixteen,  !»:b  ■ 
Mr.  Paters  on,  Eothesay,  thirteen,  01b.;    Mr.  Jeffrey' 
Edinburgh,  seven,  81b.  83z.   During  the  past  month' 
which  IS  the  quietest  of  the  season  here,  there  were  hilled 
with  the  rod  2009  trout,  which  weighed  14821b.  The 
^tch,  though  a  good  average,  shows  the  smallett-sized 
hsh  ever  taken  here  in  July.    During  the  corresponding 
month  of  last  year  the  yield  was  considerably'  above 
average,  though  more  boats  were  out,  and  showed  a  total 
kill  of  3484  trout.  2.5841b.-E.  Laing. 
T  ^."C.^^addy  Hotel  Waters.-On  July  16,  tiehing  on 
Loch  Tormosat,  Messrs.  Grierson  and  Purdom  had  fiftv- 
six  fish    181b.  (heaviest  |lb,).    On  July  17,  on  Loch-an- 
Dune,  the  same  party  had  eight  fish.  SJlb.  (heaviest  Ulb  ). 
On  July  18,  on  Ciste  and  Gerin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browre 
t^f,*^?        ^A'^--  (beaviest  4ilb.).    On  July  19,  on  Gerin 
Mill,  Messrs.  Grierson  and  Purdom  had  twenty-four  fish 
SJlb.  (heaviest  21b.).    On  July  21,  Mr.  C.  A.  Browne' 
hshiog  on  Strumore  sea  pools,  had  one  sea  trout,  weighing 
lib. ;  and  on  Strnhan,  Messrs.  Grierson  and  Purdom  had 
twenty  fish,  S^lb.  (heaviest  fib. ).    On  July  23,  on  Crinivol 
the  same  anglers  had  nineteen  fish,  lOJlb.  (heaviest  lib  l' 
On  July  24,  on  Loch  Skealtair,  Mr.  Thompson  had  one 
sea  trout,  IJlb. ;  and  on  Strumore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browne 
?T^.V,tt?  fish,  4Jlb.  (heaviest  lib.).    On  July  26.  on  Garin 
Mill  Messrs.  Grierson  and  Purdom  had  thirteen  sea  trout 
81b.  (heaviest  2ilb.).  On  Loch  Tormosat,  Eev.  J.  J.andDr! 
Gardiner  had  sixteen  fish,   71b.  (heaviest  lib.).  On 
July  2/,  on  Strumore,  Messrs.  Grierson  and  Purdom 
had    seven  fish,  4Jlb.    (heaviest  IJlb.)    on  Lcch-an- 
dnne,  Mr.  Thompson  had  twenty  fish,  7ib.  (heaviest 
Sib.);  on  Strumore,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Browne  had  twelve 
fish    51b.  (heaviest  lib).    On  Loch  Aulesary,  Meaws 
F.  M.  and  E.  M.  Bond  had  six  fish,  21b.  (heaviest  lib  )  - 
and  on  same  date,  on  Geiio  Mill,  Eev.  J.  J.  and  Dr' 
Gardiner  had  three  fi^h,  IJlb.  (heaviest  10;z  ).    On  July  iae' 
on  Oban-na-feadh,  Messrs.  Grierson  and  Purdom  had  ' 
twen(y-six  fish,  9Jlb.  (heaviest  2ib.);  and  on  StrumorT  ' 
Kev.  J.  J.  arid  Dr.  Gardiner  had  five  brown  and  two  tea 
trout,  4Jlb.  (heaviest  Iflb.). 

,.T^®J;".^  Hotel  (Sutherlandsliire).-On  July  -J?  i' 

Mr   Napier  had  ten  trout,  6:b. ;  Messrs.  Brown  and  ' 
Williams,  twelve  trcut,  Sib.    On  the  28th,  Mr.  Mallcch  ' 
Perth,  had  121b.  trout;  Mrs.  Napier,  one  grilse  6 Jib  • 
Messrs.  Wiliiams  and  Brown,  five  trout,  .Jib.    On  the  . 
oOth,  Mr.  Hutcheson,  thirteen  trout,  5!b. ;  Mr.  Brown 
trout,  3  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Napier,  one  grilse,  Silb.  :  Mr! 
P.  D.  Malloch,  fifty-eight  trout,  201b.— A.  Macintosh 

North-East  of  Scotland.- Still  plenty  rain  and 
a  constsntly  moving  water  causing  the  fish  to  keep  swim- 
ming, sport  has  been  very  slack.    After  next  week,  how- 
ever, the  inflQx  of  the  sportsmen  for  the  "  Twelfth  "  will 
draw  more  rjds  to  the  riverside.    On  the  Ballater  and 
upper  waters  an  occasional  salmon  and  a  few  grilse  are 
being  got  here  and  there,  but  the  best  sport  is  trouting 
and  clear  water  worming  upstream.    On  the  Glentana 
reaches,  Boatie  Stephen  and  the  other  keepers  are  creeling 
a  good  few  grilse.    It  is  lumoured  that  Mr.  Coates,  ot 
Paisley,  has  tiken  Glentana  for  the  seasc  n .    Meiers.  G 
Petrie  and  J.  D.  Mackay  are  having  from  a  dozen  ' 
to  two  dczen  trout  daily  on  the  Kinoar.line  reache» 
and  several  grilse  have  been  hooked,  but  nons  landed. 
The  supplies  of  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  river  and  coa^L 
stations  have  teen  falbng  cff  steadily  since  Monday  lait, 
but  what  are  being  got  are  increasing  in  weight  ana 
quality.  _  The  netting  season  closes  all  over  Scotland, 
except  in  a  few  late  places,  on  the  26th  inst.  The 
prospects  of  an  early  autumn  migration  are  very  bright, 
and  not  for  fifteen  years  back  has  there  been  snch  early 
July  and  August  floods.    On  the  Don,  the  Eev.  E.  Brown 
Torry,  Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  Enssell,  Aberdeen,  have  had 
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an  excellent  month's  troutiog  in  the  Breda  and  Alford 
distticts.  On  the  Ythan  tidal,  encoees  with  the  small 
Devon  and_  tuba  has  been  continuous,  baskets  of  81b.  up 
to  161b.  being  made  daily.  On  the  Ugie  tport  is  slack  in 
the  meantime,  but  a  good  few  finnook  are  bdiog  met  with 
on  the  tidal  waters.  Rock  angticg  at  S'onehavenis  in 
full  swing,  the  Commercial  and  Marine  Hotels  being  well 
patronised.— G.  M. 

Offerscaig  Hotel  Wateis  (via  Lairgr.  N.B.) — 
Lochs  Shin,  Merkland,  Gorm,  More,  and  other  waters 
connected  with  this  hotel  have  given  cipital  sport  to  a 
number  of  anglers,  inclndiDg  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Vowle, 
London ;  Col.  Sharp,  London ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vowell, 
Mr.  Mackay,  and  Mr.  Ross.  Keith,  got  seventy-six  trout, 
181b.,  a^d  live  sea  trout,  lllb  — B. 

Somh  of  Scotland. — Anglicg  in  the  Border  streims 
does  not  show  much,  if  any,  improvement  this  week, 
though  some  good  baskets  have  been   reported  frjm 
different  quarters.    The  most  kiUing  lure,  however,  is 
the  pi.ik  worm,  and  not  a  few  of  the  heavy  sea  trout 
reported  have  bfen  caught  with  this  lure  after  dark.  To 
a  large  number  of  anglers  this  is  not  the  most  refined  side 
of  argling,  and  rather  tban  do  this  after  dark  they  have 
absfamed    from    putting    their   rods    together.  The 
bracdlirg,  on  Stewart  tackle,  has  accounted  for  a  number 
of  good  citches  among  herling  during  the  daytime,  lu'-. 
these  trout  do  not  appear  to  be  so  kf  en  on  the  worm  as  I 
have  Been  them  in  previous  years.    For  the  information  of 
intending  visitors  I  think  it  would  be  a  great  improvement 
in  tho  river  reports  if  correspondents  would  state  the  lure 
with  which  trout  and  salmon  are  caught,  and  whether 
daring  the  day  or  after  dark.    Nothing  is  so  disappointing 
to  strangers  after  reading  a  glowing  report  than  to  find  on 
their  arrival  that  nearly  all  the  trout  caught  have  been 
taken  after  dark,  and  chiefly  with  worm.    With  the 
rainfall  of  Sunday  the  rivers  were  up  18in.  higher  on 
Monday  morning,  and  slightly  discoloured  in  some  cases. 
These  frequent  short  rises  in  the  waters  have  meant 
disaster  to  all  the  lower  parts  of  the  Border  rivers  this 
year.    The  herling,  which  are  now  making  their  annual 
migration,  have  been  contiaually  on  the  run  up-stream, 
and  the  best  of  the  sport  is  rov  being  had  in  the  higher 
waters.     The  weather  over  the  Border  district  is  a 
striking  contrast  to  that  of  the  Midlands  and  South  of 
Englaril.    We  have  had  no  hot  weather  this  summer  in 
the  Border  district,  and  the  nights  have  been  cold  for  the 
period  of  the  year.    There  was  an  exceptionally  fine  run 
of  salmon  in  the  firth  all  last  week,  and  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  the  citches  were  as  good.     The  Royal  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the  salmon  fisheries 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Solway  last  week,  and  witnessed  the 
mode  of  capturirg  salmon  by  the  Whammle  rets.    It  is 
alleged  that  these  nets  are  identically  the  same  as  the  hang 
nets  of  the  Tay,  lately  pronounced  by  the  House  of  Lords 
to  te  an  illegal  mode  of  fishing.    The  Commissioners  also 
inspected  the  stake  and  poke  nets,  as  also  the  "haafs." 
In  the  evening  the  Commissioners,  who  were  out  in  a 
boat  on  the  firth,  returned  to  Annan,  and  thence  to 
Carlisle.    The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  cn  the 
different   rivers  _  of  this  district.      The  Annan.— In 
the  lower  and  tidal  parts  of  this  river  the  herling  fishing 
has  been  a  very  decided  failure  this  season.    The  frequent 
showers  during  July  ciused  the  river  to  rise  often,  and  the 
herling  have  kept  running  to  the  upf  er  reaches.    The  same 
state  of  matters  prevailed  while  the  sea  trout  were 
migrating,  and  very  poor  sport  was  had  in  June  and  July. 
In  the  Northfield  private  water  Mr.  H.  Boyd  killed  thirty 
one  herling  and  one  sea  trout  cn  Thursday.    These  were 
all  taken  with  the  worm  bait,  exc?pt  one  herling  caught 
with  fly.    Mr.  Boyd  had  several  good  baskets  at  previous 
outings,  and  on  Friday  afternoon  he  landed  seventeen  or 
eighteen  in  the  same  water.   Fishing  with  a  small  spoon 
bait  in  Mount  Annan  water  on  Monday  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom's  keeper  killed  twenty-one  herling  and  one  sea 
trout.    In  the  Wamphray  water  of  the  Annan  Mr.  Laidlaw 
had  over  twenty  herling,  and  S3veral  sea  trout  at  an  outing. 
The  lure  was  not  stated.     Several  other  rods  had  fair 
baskets  in  the  middle  and  higher  pcrticna.    Visitors  at 
Moffat  have  had  capital  sport  with  the  brandling  worm. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  the  sport  has  not  been  so  good.  Odd 
sea  trout  and  a  few  herling  have  been  taken  in  this  water 
with  the  night  fly.    In  the  tidal  waters  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon 
had  eighteen  herling  below  bjidge  with  night  fly.  Mr. 
Ogilvie  caught  ten  with  night  fly.    Other  rods  from  two  to 
half  a  dczan  with  fly.    Many  well-known  anglers  have  not 
jet  killed  a  single  herling.    Mr.  W.  Wright|had  four  with 
day  fly.    Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  took  four  with  Woodcock  and 
Dun  on  Monday  in  Warmanbis  stream,  and  lost  half-a- 
dozer?.    To-day  (Wedneeday)  the  water  is  rising,  and  out 
of  order  for  either  fly  or  worm.  With  the  unsettled  weather 
the  prospects  are  not  bright  for  this  week,  and  few  herling 
appear  to  be  running  to-day.    The  Nith.— There  has 
been  a  fine  run  of  grilse  to  this  river  during  the  past  week, 
though  the  anglers  are  not  yet  havirg  the  good  fortune  to 
land  any  up  to  the  time  of  writing.   In  the  higher  waters 
the  rods  hava  had  fair  sport  during  the  pa3t  week,  and  a 
number  of  fine  sea  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  night 
fly,  besides  a  few  herling.   In  the  Mid-Nittsdala  Associa- 
tion waters  moderate  sport  has  been  the  rule,  and 
the  Sanquhar  portion  has  also  afforded   sport  after 
dark.    In  the  lower  waters  at  Dumf/ies  very  little  is 
being  done,  chiefly  owing  to  the  unsettled  weather.  On 
Wednesday  the  river  was  up  about  1ft.  higher,  acd  trout 
were  seen  runring  over  the  weirs.    In  the  Cluden  and 
Cairn  little  is  doing  just  now.   A  number  of  small  citc'aes 
of  yellow  trout  have  been  made  with  the  braniling  and 
pink  worm  on  Stewart  tackle.    The  Galloway  Riveks 
AND  Lochs.— Anglers  have  been  out  daily  on  the  rivers  of 
this  district,  and  several  successful  catches  were  reported. 
The  Ken   of  New  Galloway  and  the  portion  near  to 
Carsphairn  gave  very  fair  sDort  last  week.  Messrs. 
Brown  and  Stewart,  Albyn  House,  fished  the  Blackwater, 
and  took  about  sixty  yellow  trout  with  fly,  but  the  trout 


were  small.  Mr.  Stewart  bad  other  catches  daring  the 
week.  Several  visitors  at  Hexham  House  had  good  sport 
in  the  Upper  Ken  among  yellow  trout,  the  largest  weigh- 
ing Jib.  to  |lb.  Two  local  rods  caught  101b.  below 
Allangibbon  on  Saturday.  Two  salmon  were  caught 
by  a  local  angler  at  Earlstone  Falh  last  week. 
Lochinvar  was  visited  by  a '  number  of  strangers, 
but  the  sport  was  not  good.  Trout  are  off  on 
the  lochs  just  now.  Ayrshire. — Not  much  sport  is 
being  had  this  week  on  the  Ayrshire  rivers.  Any  trout 
that  have  been  taken  have  been  secured  with  a  small  (real) 
minnow.  Oa  the  lochs  the  trout  are  not  rising  freely  at 
present.  Small  oitohes  of  yellow  trout  have  been  made 
on  Loch  Doon.  The  Derwent. — Excellent  sea  trout  are 
now  ascending  this  r'lver,  and  my  correspondent  reports 
that  some  large  ones  have  been  caught  since  last  week's 
report.  With  the  first  flood  the  first  run  of  autumn 
salmon  are  expected  to  ascend.  This  week  a  good  show 
of  salmon  are  about  the  estuary,  and  a  few  have  already 
shown  themselves  in  the  lower  waters.  Anglers  have 
killed  the  moat  of  their  sea  trout  by  fishing  after  dark 
with  the  night  fly,  and  among  a  number  of  the  more 
successful  rods  mention  may  be  made  of  Mr.  H.  Moncrief, 
who  killed  twelve  sea  trout  last  week,  weighing  from  l^lb. 
to  41b.  Mr.  W.  Reynold',  sen.,  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  jan., 
had  several  fine  ones.  Mr.  J.  Saulsby  landed  seven 
sea  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing  4Jlb,  Mr.  W.  Jackson 
took  six,  largest  2Jlb.  Mr.  W.  Tanstallhad  a  brace.  Mr. 
Thomas  Rook,  fijhing  tackle-dealer,  Cockermonth,  had  a 
brace  of  good  sea  trout  with  fly ;  Mr.  R.  Brown,  three  or 
four;  Mr,  Wilson,  one;  and  among  the  others  who  had 
sea  trout  were  Messrs.  Tiffen,  Burris,  Banks,  and  Tod- 
hunter.  The  trout  are  about  %  month  later  this  year  in 
ascending  this  river.  The  C alder,  Irt,  and  Ehen  are  also 
having  their  run  of  sea  trout  now,  and  a  number  have 
been  caught,  including  a  grilse  of  4^1b.  The  barometer 
is  falling,  and  there  is  every  appearance  of  more  rain. — 
Heatherbell. 

_  Spey  (Morayshire).— Although  the  river  for  some 
time  back  has  been  kept  in  good  condition  with  the  heavy 
rainfalls,  the  fishing  has  not  improved,  being  much  the 
same  as  at  this  time  last  year.  Some  three  weeks  ago 
grilse  seemed  to  be  at  their  best,  the  quality  being  fair, 
but  of  varying  size.  A  salmon  weighing  331b.  was  caught 
on  the  Tulchan  water,  this  being  the  heaviest,  it  is  said, 
that  has  been  caught  so  far  up  the  river  for  years.  Con- 
ditions have  been  favourable  for  netting,  although  the 
weather  at  times  was  too  fine.  No  specially  heavy  salmon 
are  being  caught,  the  most  common  weights  being  151b., 
161b.,  and  17ib.  As  a  rule  the  grilse  fishing  has  not  been 
a  success.  The  sea  trout  season  has  also  been  poorer  than 
usual,  and  very  few  bull  trout  have  been  seen. — J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bmn  (Toomebridge).— Fishing  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory  during  last  week.  There  have  been  occasional 
rains,  but  these  have  not  interfered  much  with  the  fishing. 
Mr.  Burne  (Peel  Causeway,  Cheshire)  and  Mr,  Whittaker 
(Manchester)  lave  caught  a  goodly  number  of  fish  last 
week.  Mr.  Whittaker  caught  two  perch,  the  largest  seen 
this  good  cumber  of  years,  weighing  over  21b.  each.  Good 
captures  are  being  made  all  along,  acd  the  fish  are  pretty 
numerous. — 0.  Toal. 

Cork  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  of  a  dull  description, 
generally  speaking,  since  last  report,  owing  chiefly  to 
abnormally  hot  weather  and  low  and  falling  waters.  The 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much  improved,  as  it 
is  raining  at  time  of  writing,  and  the  rain  is  likely  to 
continue  for  some  time.  Should  such  continue  for,  say,  a 
day  or  so,  all  waters  would  be  in  nice  order  afterwards, 
and  sport  should  be  good  all  round.  On  many  rivers 
brown  trout  have  given  fair  sport  in  th  3  late  evenings, 
and  on  the  small  mountain  lakes  in  the  Castletown 
district  brown  trout  fishing  is  now  very  good  ondajs  when 
the  weather  is  overcast. — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Eivers.— Heavy  floods  s^ept  the  Black- 
water  this  week,  and  at  time  of  writing  it  is  toning  down 
into  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  Daring  the  spate  bait 
fishers  were  busy  amongst  the  trout.  Pishing  the  Silver 
stream  retches  in  co.  Monaghan,  Mr.  John  MuUarchy, 
Belfast,  made  the  following  bag  in  seven  days :  three 
trout,  heaviest  31b.,  killed  on  a  bluebottle  dapping; 
eighteen  pike,  701b.,  heaviest  171b.  ;  seventy  perch,  from 
Jib.  to  2Jlb. ;  and  three  tench,  7Jlb.  The  Ballinderry  is 
in  flood.  About  Ardtrea  and  Coagh  several  good  fish 
were  killed  by  worm  fishars.  A  considerable  number  of 
saltncn  got  up  both  the  Ballinderry  and  the  Blackwater 
during  the  floods. — J.  A.  B. 

Hnxe  (BallyBliannoii  and  Belleek).— Although 
very  bright  weather  continued  during  all  the  past  week, 
yet  some  excellent  sport  was  enjoyed.  The  following  are 
the  particulars  :  Doctor  Gould  May  landed  four  salmon 
during  the  week,  of  161b.,  121b.,  lllb.,  and  81b. ;  Mrs. 
A.  K.  Tharp  landed  four  salmon,  of  171b.,  lllb.,  101b.,  and 
81b.;  Mr.  T.  Hone  took  six  salmon,  of  16 lb.,  101b.,  71b  , 
71b.,  101b  ,  and  71b. ;  Mr.  A.  A.  May  linded  two  salmon, 
of  71b.  and  S.b.,  on  30th  ult.,  and  a  beautiful  salmon  of 
19ib.,  and  two  others,  of  101b.  and  9.b. ;  on  2 1st  ult.  Mr. 
Hamilton  took  one  salmon  of  71b.  on  same  day  ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Seton  Karr,  M  P.,  landed  three  salmon,  of  101b.,  81b., 
and  6!b. ;  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  took  one  salmon  of  161b.  ; 
Lisub.  Eyre  took  several  trout  cn  3 1st  ult.,  the  largest 
trout  weighing  S^lb. — M.  RooAN  AND  Sons. 

Calway  Rivers. — The  rain  of  last  week  raised  and 
distorted  the  Corrib,  but  brought  additional  salmon, 
grilse,  and  white  trout  up  from  the  tideway.  This  week 
the  weather  was  overcast  and  threatening  rain,  with 
some  thunder  in  the  air.  For  the  past  ten  days  salmon 
were  decidedly  sulky,  as  is  usually  the  case  towards  the 
close  of  July,  but  August  and  the  first  three  weeks  of  Sep- 
tember are  amongst  the  best  parts  of  the  season.  Since 
last  notes  Mr.  Stirling,  Mr.  T.  G.  P.  Hallett,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Carleton,  Capt.  Gnnliffe,  Mr.  Smyth,  and  Mr. 


Goulding  were  out,  with  fair  success.  Good  reports  reach 
me  as  to  white  trout  fishing  on  the  well-known  Costelloe 
fishery. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  on  the  principal  rivers  has 
been  fair  occasionally  at  salmon,  the  best  sport  being  had 
in  the  late  evenings.  On  the  majority  of  the  rivers,  how- 
ever, sport  has  been  almost  nil  at  salmon  owing  to  low 
and  clear  waters.  In  the  sea  trout  department  fair  or 
average  sport  has  been  had  o  n  the  Waterville  rivers  ( Water- 
ville,  Inney,  and  Cummeragh).  The  prospects  for  the 
next  few  days  are  much  better,  as  it  is  raining  at  time  of 
writing  (Tuesday  morning),  and  the  rain  is  likely  to  get 
heavier  and  to  continue  for  some  time.  Much  rain,  how- 
ever, is  wanted  to  bring  the  autumn  nshing  up  to  the 
usual  standard. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Cnriane,  &c.  (Waterville,  oo;  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  pretty  good  during  the  last  few  days,  but 
during  the  first  few  days  of  the  week  very  little  was  done. 
The  sea  trout  rose  short,  and  no  salmon  or  peal  were  had. 
Now,  however,  sea  trout  are  rising  well,  and  the  takes 
being  had  at  time  of  writing  (Tuesday)  vary  from  five  to 
a  dozen  fish.  Brown  trout  angling  has  been  generally 
productive  of  good  sport  in  the  late  evenings.  The  heavier 
sea  trout  are  had,  as  a  rule,  at  head  waters  of  the  lake. 
Cc  ff eys  Bay  has  fished  well  recently,  and  on  this  part  of 
the  lake  sea  trout  give  generally  good  sport  whenever 
winds  or  breezes  are  in  evidence.  Salmon  peal  and  sea 
tioat  are  arriving,  though  in  rather  limited  numbers,  just 
now.  Sport  continues  good  on  the  upper  lakes,  though  it  has 
often  been  better  at  sea  trout  on  those  waters  at  this 
season.  Nothing  doing  on  the  risers  owing  to  low  and 
falling  waters.  Sport  is  now  good  on  the  mountain  lakes 
at  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Iionsbs  Mask,  Corrib,  and  Na-Foagli.— Fishing 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  for  the 
past  fortnight  has  been  very  good,  particularly  anglers  who 
are  trolling,  Mr.  Duncan  getting  a  beautiful  trout  of  91b., 
which  is  sent  to  Mr.  Rowland  Ward,  naturalist,  London. 
Mr.  Fox  got  several  trout,  ranging  from  41b.  to  71b. ; 
while  Mr.  Connor  landed  the  largett  pike  of  the  season, 
34ilb.  Those  who  care  for  large  trout  and  pike  will  take 
advantage  of  the  months  of  August  and  September.  The 
former  month  is  very  good  for  fly  fishing. — J.  A.  J. 

Iiongh  Melvln.— Mr.  G.  O'Brien  landed  a  trout 
{Salmo  fero.t)  of  61b.  on  Ju^y  27;  Mr.  A.  Kane  landed  a 
grilse  of  5|  b.  on  July  28,  atd  a  nice  basket  of  trout 
weighing  7ilb.,  and  containing  eleven  trout.  The  trout 
anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Kinlough,  Bundoran,  and 
Ballyshannon  had  fair  sport  on  the  lake  daring  the  past 
week,  secaring  a  number  of  decent  baskets  of  gillaroo 
trout  and  brown  trout.  Dr.  G.  May,  Mr.  A.  A.  May,  and 
Mr.  Acton  were  amongst  the  most  successful  anglers.  Th6 
prospects  of  sport  at  p  esent  are  much  better,  and  weather  ■ 
favourable  for  angling. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons.  i 

Lough  Neagh.  —  The  floods  brought  some  more  ] 
salmon  into  the  lough,  and  a  few  were  taken  in  the  nets. 
Trout  netting  does  not  show  any  improvement.   Trout  ' 
netting  and  salmon  netting  legally  close  on  Aug.  19  ;  as  a  ' 
matter  of  fact,  they  continue  till  the  end  of  the  season. 
Some  respectable  takes  of  trout  were  made  on  the  worm 
duiing  the  floods  in  such  small  streams  as  the  Crumlen, 
Glenavy,  &q.    Pollen  Betting  is  pretty  good,  and  the  cross-  ' 
Channel  prices  fairly  remunerative  at  from  I63.  to  193.  ' 
per  box. — J.  A.  B. 

Motirne  (^ewtonstewatt,  co.  Tyrcne).  —  A 
tremendous  flood  swept  the  Mourne  on  Sunday,  and  as  i 
the  nets  were  off  in  the  Foyla  lots  of  salmon  ran  up  to  .1 
the  reaches  between  Newtonstewart  and  Omagh.  The 
pools  are  well  tenanted,  and  as  soon  as  the  weather 
moderates  sport  is  bound  to  be  good.  Pishing  the 
Newtonstewarb  reaches  on  Tuesday,  Pat  Molloy  killed 
three  grilse,  51b,,  .5!b.,  and  7ilh.  each;  John  Sweeney 
two  fish,  51b.  and  51b.  each ;  Tom  M'Colgan,  two, 
6|lb.,  and  7ilb.  each.  Colonel  De-lacherois  and  some 
other  anglers  have  arrived  at  the  Abercorn  Arms.  Sport 
is  bound  to  be  good  in  the  next  week— then  the  flaxwater 
is  due,  hut  it  promises  to  be  a  mild  dose  this  year,  owing 
to  the  small  area  under  that  crop. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— 
The  weather  for  the  past  week  was  not  in  favour  of  the 
angler.  Numbers  of  grilse  and  sea  trout  to  be  seen  in  all 
the  pools  of  the  river,  but  rising  short  to  the  fly.  Mr. 
East,  three  grilse,  191b. ;  Mr.  Knox,  five  grilse,  291b. ; 
Mr.  Walters,  three  grilse,  17Jlb. ;  Mr.  Murray  and  friend, 
eleven  grilse,  64lb. ;  Mr.  C.  Gore,  eight  grilse,  511b. ;  Mr. 
Scroop,  fife  grilse,  271b.  Sea  trout  anglers  are  getting 
daily  from  ten  to  twenty,  all  of  good  size.  A  good  many 
pike  have  been  taken  on  the  loughs.  Mr.  C.  Battler  had 
the  largest,  251b.  A  few  trout  also  have  been  taken, 
argest  2 Jib. — Pat  Hearnes. 

»  Moy  Hotel  (Private  Waters,  Ballina).— Water 
in  perfect  order ;  fishing  fair.  Daring  the  week  Mr. 
Grove  had  three  grilse ;  Miss  Taylor,  four  ;  Mr.  Scroop, 
four;  Mr.  W.  C.  Willson,  three.  Trout  fishing  on  the 
lower  reaches  fair. — John  Devers. 

Shannon  (CaBtleconnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hare  Winton  killed,  28th,  one  peal,  51b.  j  31st,  one  peal, 
4Jlb.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  billed,  28th,  one  peal, 
5lb. ;  30th,  one  peal,  SJlb.  On  Newgarden,  the  fishermen 
killed,  Slst,  one  peal,  4lb.  On  Hermitage,  the  fishermen 
killed,  26th,  one  p?al,  6Jlb.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Major 
Whitakpr  billed,  25tb,  one  peal,  7  b. ;  30th,  one  peal,  81b. 
On  this  fishery  also  Mr.  Wjatt  killed,  27th,  two  peal,  31b. 
and  81b.  On  the  Landscape  fishery  Lord  Louth  killed,.. 
26th,  one  peal,  81b.  Mr.  George  Enright  has  been  having 
good  sport  with  the  trout.— John  Enright  and  Son, 

SEA  FISHING. 
Ballycotton. — Pollack  are  still  giving  good  sport,  bat 
only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  occasionally.  Sport 
among  other  fish  usually  had  here  has  been  dull. — T.  J.  D. 
Baltimore. — On  a  couple  of  days  good  sport  has  been 
I.  had  at  various  fish,  the  best  sport  being  had  in  the  late 
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evenings.  Pollack  are  very  nnmerona.  Other  fish  are 
abont,  but  not  yet  numerons  at  any  point. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — The  aea  has  been  quite  too  rongh  for  boat 
angling  during  the  past  few  days.  Bass  ought  to  be 
showing  up,  but  have  not  heard  of  any  being  caught.  At 
time  of  writing  (Aug.  1)  wind  in  the  west,  and  rough  sea 

Darrjinane  (Co.  Kerry).— Sea  angling  is  now  good 
in  most  departments  at  and  around  this  statian.  Pollack, 
soad,  gurnard,  and  whiting  are  numerous,  and  other  fish 
such  as  bream,  &o.,  are  arriving.  Weather  now  more 
favourable.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  past  week  has  witneseed 
some  good  pollack  fishing  upon  the  pier,  but  bottom 
fishing  has  been  very  poor  indeed.  On  Saturday  last  Mr. 
Berry  landed  91b.  weight  of  pollack,  and  on  the  following 
day  Mr.  Glen  had  a  dozen  of  the  same  sort,  none, 
however,  exceeding  lib.  in  weight.  On  Monday,  Messrs. 
Slater,  Hardbg,  Bowles,  Johnson,  Pierpoint,  Sexton, 
Jones,  and  Darraoott  each  made  a  fair  day's  catch,  Mr. 
Jones  heading  the  list  with  twenty-two  pollack.  Tuesday 
provided  good  sport  for  all,  Mr.  Sexton  taking  thirty-nine 
pollack ;  Mr.  Fitt,  thirty-two ;  and  Master  Norman  Smith, 
seven  ;  Mr.  Woodtieadand  his  son  making  a  nice  mixed  bag 
of  bream,  codling,  and  pouting  in  the  early  morning.  On 
Wednesday,  Messrs.  Markham,  Titmus,  Woodhead,  and 
Joyce  had  little  sport  during  the  early  hours,  and  in  the 
forenoon  Master  Darracott,  Misa  Daisy  Pegler,  and 
Master  Smith  did  scarcely  anjthing;  but  the  pollack 
anglers— Messrs.  Sexton,  .Fitt,  Bromley,  and  Tait— each 
mads  a  fair  bag.  though  none  of  the  fish  exceeded  lib.  in 
weight.  Mr.  Filmer  hooked  and  landed  a  nice  2 jib. 
lobster  on  Tuesday  afternoon.  The  weather  is  now 
(Wednesday,  7  p.m.)  much  cooler,  and  spoit  should  show 
material  improvement  in  the  near  future.— J.  Richaedson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Dial.— We  have  been  having  splendid  weather,  and 
some  very  fair  takes  of  flatfish  have  been  landed.  To-day 
(Wednesday),  fresh  breeze;  not  quite  so  many  fishermen. 
Myself  and  a  gentleman  were  out  this  afternoon.  Amongst 
onr  take  was  one  fine  plaice  of  31b.  and  another  of  21b. 
Bait :  Lugworms.  Considering  the  state  of  the  weather, 
in  all  probability  the  fishing  will  improve.— B.  Hanger, 
Kenwyn,  North  Parade. 

Dingle  (CO.  Kerry).— Sport  at  aea  fishing  is  im- 
proving generally,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days 
are  better,  as  the  weather  is  getting  more  favourable  for 
angling  generally.    Scad,  or  horse  mackerel,  are  arriving. 

Plymouth.— Everything  is  in  favour  of  the  fishermen. 
Plenty  of  pollack  are  being  taken  with  the  spinning  sand- 
eels  all  over  the  Sound,  aJId  larger  ones  outside  the  Break- 
water and  near  the  Mewstone.  The  two  kinds  of  mullet 
are  now  in  great  abundance,  making  their  way  up  the 
estuaries  towards  the  fresh  water,  and  affording  good 
fPort  for  the  stop  nets.  This  net  is  laid  down  across  the 
tide  at  high  water,  and  allowed  to  remain  until  the  tide 
fails  again.  As  the  water  area  contraot»and  retreats  over 
the  mud  to  the  remits  of  the  low  water  channel,  the 
mullet  gradually  drop  back  towards  the  net  and  there 
collect  m  thousands.  Mullet  continue  in  season  through- 
out  the  rest  of  the  year.  Mackerel  are  still  uncertain  in 
their  movements,  although  larger  takes  have  been  re- 
ported. The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  include  bass, 
tur-mullet,  conger,  eel,  herring,  anchovy,  pilchard,  pollack, 
hake,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  wrasse  in  general,  bream  in 
general,  sharp-nosed  ray,  thornback,  skate.  Homelyn  ray, 
atheime  (smelt),  mullet,  salmon,  psal,  trout,  sole,  flounder, 
plaice,  dab,  marysole,  halibut,  tnrbot,  brill,  dory,  scad, 
and  lauDce.— William  Heabdee  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Scarboiough.— Boat  anglers  are  having  good  sport 
with  silver  whiting.  A  well-known  boatman  here 
Webster)  took  200  one  day  last  week,  and  about  600 
during  three  days'  fishing.  Pier  anglers  are  catching  dabs 
during  the  day  and  whiting  in  the  evening.— H. 

Valentia.— Sport  is  now  good  in  all  departments, 
especially  those  of  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting.  Soad, 
or  horse  mackerel,  are  now  numerous,  and  many  of  them 
have  been  had  by  bottom  fishers.  Weather  now  better, 
but  too  hot  and  bright  at  times.  Best  sport  usually  had 
after  6  p.m.— T.  J.  D.  r  i 

Waterville.— Bottom  fishing  has  commenced  in  the 
small  bay,  and  sport  has  been  fair.  Pollack  are  still 
giving  good  sport,  but  bass,  though  numerous,  are  giving 
none,  at  least  to  boat  anglers.  Scad,  or  horse  mackerel, 
are  now  numerous  inside  the  headlands.— T.  J.  D. 


l^cpoxts  from  CIu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIK  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Eveninsf.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazstte,  St 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  ma/rked  "  Club 
JiEPOET"  outside  envelope. 

Association.— On  account  of  the  Bank 
Holiday,  the  renting  and  preservation  committee  will  not 
mset  until  Aug.  13  ;  consequently,  on  that  date  the  E.  and 
1-.  committee  will  meet  at  8  p.m. ;  finance  committee,  at 
8.00  ;  and  general  committee,  at  nine.  I  have  been  down 
to  Huntingdon  this  week,  and  would  advise  members  to 
t8h  the  Brampton  Whale.  Several  large  bream ,  one  6ilb. , 
nave  been  caught  this  week.  I  have  received  a  complaint 
from  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Running 
Pound,  Uxbridge,  saying  anglers  persist  in  trespassing  on 
nis  land  even  after  being  cautioned.  May  I  ask  members 
not  to  jeopardise  our  interests  by  so  doing  ?  I  shall  be 
only  too  pleased  to  give  all  information  possible  to  persons 
aesinng  same  if  they  will  write  me.   Will  club  secretaries 


peaf^  of  ti)e  ^ufic  of  fdinburgt). 


All  subjects  of  Her  Majesty  will  feel 
tLe  deepest  sympathy  for  her,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Royal  Family,  in  the  great  loss  they 
have  just  sustained  by  the  sudden  death  of 
the  Duke  of  Edinburgh. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh  was  a  keen 
angler.  It  is  recorded  of  him  that  on  one 
occasion,  when  playing  a  heavy  salmon,  he 
missed  his  footing  and  had  a  narrow 
escape,  but  by  his  presence  of  mind  saved 
his  life  and  got  his  fish.  The  Duke  was 
also  fond  of  pike  fishing,  and  a  good  all- 
round  sportsman. 


please  bear  in  mind  that  the  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  is  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  116,  Murray- 
street,  Hoxton,  N.B.,  with  whom  they  must  communicate 
upon  all  matters  relative  to  that  society  ?  Will  honorary 
bailiffs  and  new  committee  men  who  hive  not  yet  raceived 
their  warrants  please  write  me,  giving  their  full  name  and 
address  of  the  society  they  belong  to,  and  I  will  forward 
them.— R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary  (2,  Firsby-road, 
Stamford  Hill,  N,). 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow 
ledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £2  63.  3d.,  Clissold ;  15?., 
Crown  and  Buckland,  from  their  donation  boxes  ;  IO3.  6d 
School  Board  Anglers,  as  annual  subscription.  At  the  last 
meeting  one  application  received  £6 ;  another,  two  con- 
valescent letters.  The  next  committee  meeting,  Aug.  10 
— R.  Ghurney  (Sec  ). 

Abercarn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction. — Since  last  report 
only  one  member  has  weighed-in— Mr.  A.  Painter,  9Jlb. 
bream  and  roach.  We  have  two  valuable  prizes  added  to 
our  list.  Allow  me  to  correct  the  error  that  appeared  in 
last  week's  journal,  which  should  have  read  Aug.  12 
instead  of  Aug.  7,  the  date  of  match.  We  have  made 
another  new  member,  E.  Purkiss. — Alf.  Painter. 

Allasou  United  Brothers'  Angling  SooletF, 
Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel,  Uibridge-street,  Notting  Hill 
Gate. — For  the  silver  challenge  cup  Mr.  H.  Jackson, 
first ;  Mr.  H.  Smith,  second ;  G.  Barker,  third ;  W. 
Leslie,  fourth:  Ben  Abrahams,  fifth;  T.  Eedie,  sixth; 
E.  Jackson,  seventh  ;  and  M'Murta,  eighth.  J.  Abbott  had 
roach  and  bream  from  other  waters.  The  tenth  annual 
brake  outing  takes  place  on  Aug.  19,  leaving  the  above 
hotel  at  12.30  a.m.  on  Aug.  18  (midnight).  All  members 
who  intend  going  must  give  in  their  names  to  the  secretary 
not  later  than  Aug.  15.  Eleven  good  cash  prizes  and 
useful  articles  will  be  competed  for  at  Rickmansworth 
(the  free  portion  of  canal),  by  the  Waltonian  Bridge 
towards  Spiiagwell;  two  rods;  all  fish  are  weighable, 
except  jack  and  eels,  &c.  Start  and  cease  fishing  by  given 
signal  from  secretary. — Ben  Abrahams, 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square. — A  grand  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day last.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Aug.  19,  at 
the  Arun  Hotel,  Pulborough.  We  had  a  splendid  show  of 
roach,  bream,  dace,  jiok,  and  chub  on  July  29. — G. 
Hatnes. 

Amicable  Waltoni'>n-i  Angling  Sociely,  The 

George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— 
At  our  second  prize  outing  the  following  was  the  result : 
Messrs.  Brealsforth,  bream  and  roach,  91b.  7|oz. ;  Walker, 
bream  and  roach,  4lb.  2|oz. ;  Hutchinson,  roach, 
lib.  14|cz. ;  King,  roach,  lib.  4oz, ;  Mr.  Brealsforth  also 
taking  prize  for  specimen  roach.  Other  members  having 
fish  were  Fryett,  roach;  Hender,  roach;  Millen,  roach; 
Payne,  roach;  and  G.  Watling,  roach,  bream,  and  dace. 
On  last  Wednesday  Mr.  Whitbread  was  elected  as  a 
member,  and  two  more  proposed.  Will  members  who  were 
not  up  last  meeting  please  attend  next  week,  as  there  is 
some  important  business  ? — Reporter. 

Sattersea  Friendly  ATSLgling  Scsisiy,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— We  fish  for  seven  prizes 
on  Aug.  5  and  6.  Members  can  weigh-in  up  to  twelve 
o'clock  on  Monday.    Open;  roving. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
paok,  Bermondsey-street. — There  was  a  fair  show  of  fish 
on  the  trays  on  July  29,  Mr.  J.  Mai  tin  heading  the  list 
with  261b.  bream ;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  roach ;  J.  Wigley, 
roach;  S.  Woodhead,  bream;  and  H.  Miller,  bream. — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Black&iars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sputhwark-street,  S.E. — On  July  29  we  had  some  very 
nice  fish  weighed-in.  Mr.  Kobelt,  roach  and  bream 
(largest  bream,  41b.  3oz.);  Mr.  Fish,  nice  show  of  roach 
and  bream ;  Mr.  Whiley,  nic3  lot  of  bream  and  roach  ; 
also  Messrs.  Merrygold,  Wheelhonse,  and  W.  Stone  had 
very  nice  show  ot  roach  and  bream.  Will  all  members 
attend  next  Wednesday  for  final  arrangements  for  dinner 
at_  Pulborough  on  the  12th  ?  Any  gentlemen  intending 
joining  us  on  this  occasion  will  be  taken  as  a  great  com- 
pliment.— J,  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  ^ngUng  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— Oar  subscription  match 
at  Uxbridge  was  a  great  success,  all  prizes  being  taken  as 
follows :  Wilkins,  first,  roach  and  dace ;  Weeks,  second, 
roach  ;  Ghaplais,  third,  also  largest  roach,  ISJoz. ;  Jones, 
fourth ;  Belton,  fifth.  Messrs.  Wilson,  Pratt,  and  Hunt 
also  had  fish.  We  are  quite  clear  now  for  next  match,  as 
the  prizes  left  over  from  brake  outing  were  also  taken. 


We  have  decided  to  have  a  subscription  match,  at 
Windsor,  from  Town  Bridge  to  Sarley  Hall,  on  Sept,  2; 
subscription,  2a. — C.  Cuai'LAis. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  July  29,  Mr.  J. 
Drew  had  a  nice  show  of  bream,  2Ilb.  l^oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Sinclair,  jack  and  roach,  61b.  l^oz. ;  Mr.  P.  W.  Stocker, 
tench,  bream,  and  roach ;  Mr.  H.  Davis,  bream,  perch, 
roach,  and  dace;  Mr.  J.  Roach,  one  tench,  lib.  SJoz. ; 
Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett,  Mr.  C.  Davia,  and  Mr.  R.  Lummee, 
roach.  The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  1, 
when  thebilance-shcet  was  read  and  passed  as  satisfactory, 
and  the  following  officers  elected  :  secretary  and  treasurer, 
T.  Paternoster;  chairman,  R.  Lummcs ;  scalesman,  F. 
W.  Stocker.  The  quarterly  peg-down  mitch  will  take 
place  on  Aug.  12  at  Yalding,  when  we  fish  for  three 
prizes  under  the  usual  conditions. — T.  Paterxostee. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — The  members  of  this  asscoiation  had  a 
very  pleasant  outing  to  Eculetton  on  July  28  for  five 
prizes,  four  of  which  were  won.  First  and  speciil,  Mr. 
H.  Grundy;  secand,  Mr.  T.  H.  (Jreen;  third,  Mr.  W. 
Jones.  Another  outing  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on 
Bank  Holiday,  Aug.  6,  at  Hartford,  for  which  three 
prizes  are  oifered.  Members  meet  at  Lime-street  Station, 
8  a.m. — RuDD. 

Burlington  Fiscatoiials,  The  Burlington,  West- 
bourne  Park,  W. — A  general  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  1. 
Several  members  weighed-in  good  takes  of  bream  and  other 
fish  during  the  past  week.  Another  new  member  was 
elected.  Gentlemen  desiring  to  join  the  Anglers'  Benevo- 
lent Society  are  requested  to  give  in  their  names  as  soon 
as  possible  to  the  secretary. — J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  .fingUng  Sooi«ty, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge  ' 
Heath.-— On  July  29  we  fished  at  Harlow  for  the  remaining 
four  prizes  not  won  in  the  outing  on  July  22,  seven 
members  weighing  for  same.  Mr.  H.  Wright  came  in 
first  for  the  7th  prize  ;  Mr.  Barbett,  8th  ;  Mr.  Jones,  9th  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  Wright,  10th.  We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
the  tray.  Mr.  R.  Nursey  weighed-in  a  splendid  take  of 
dace  and  roach ;  Mr.  Everett,  a  nice  lot  of  roach  and 
dace;  and  Mr.  J.  Baines,  good  show  of  perch  and  roach; 
Mr.  C.  King  had  roach;  Mr.  E.  Wright,  roach;  Mr.  W. 
Elliott,  roach  ;  Mr.  R.  Hubbird,  roach  ;  Mr.  E.  Argent, 
roach;  Mr.  Stephenson,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Hazard,  perch. 
Seven  new  working  members  were  made  last  Tuesday. 
There  will  be  no  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  7.— E.  H, 
Aegent. 

Camdan  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  July  29 
Mr.  Adams  again  had  a  good  show  of  bream,  321b.  6oz. ; 
Mr.  Gallow,  a  bream,  101b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  roach  and  dace, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Cook,  roach,  51b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Painter,  roach, 
51b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  Mann,  roach  and  dace,  41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  A.  C. 
Hoodlees,  tench  ;  Mr.  F.  Dykes,  barbel ;  Mr.  S.  Dykes, 
bream  and  dace ;  Mr.  Gill,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Brown, 
bream;  Mr.  Elsley,  reach;  Mr.  Brock,  roach;  Mr. 
Taylor,  chub  and  roach ;  Mr.  Goss,  bream ;  and  Mr. 
Fuller,  roach;  the  total  being  nearly  1001b.— R.  Mae- 
shall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.— On  July  29  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  F.  Staniford,  roach;  Burrows,  tench;  W. 
Payers,  dace  ;  A.  Smith,  bream ;  Fricker,  dace ;  Angel, 
roach  and  dace ;  and  Watson,  bream.  Our  next  outing 
for  prizes  takes  place  at  Cowley  on  Sept.  2.  We  made 
two  new  members  last  meeting ;  four  more  proposed  for 
next  week. — W.  B.  F. 

Clftpham  JuKotloa  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
The  members  of  this  society  fished  their  third  day's 
outing  at  Woking  on  July  29,  when  the  following  were 
successful  in  taking  prizes:  Messrs,  A.  Heyman,  first; 
A.  Bowater,  second;  C.  Bale,  third;  H,  Moore,  fourth; 
J.  Jones,  fifth;  A.  Ward,  sixth;  also  weighed  in  C. 
Burrage,  H.  Burrage,  and  J.  Thome.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alezandia 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— On  July  29  Mr.  G. 
Pearce  weighed-in  one  bream,  2ilb.,  securing  lapsed  prize. 
The  Bank  Holiday  three  diys'  outing  has  been  arranged 
for  "  open  roving, "  when  five  prizes  of  value  will  be  fished 
for.  All  fish  to  weigh.  Members  can  weigh-in  as  usual 
on  Sunday,  and  on  Monday  up  till  11.30  p.m.— F. 
Bishop. 

Cobden  Angling  Sooioty.  Eensal-road,  W.  — 

Messrs.  G.  Percival  weighed-in  71b.  13oz.  of  bream  on 
July  23,  and  391b.  4i3z,  on  the  23rd  ;  F.  Hannabus,  on  the 
sime  date,  241b.  bream  ;  W.  Newell,  roach.  On  July  29, 
W.  Walker,  211b,  4oz.  bream;  J.  Reddel,  81b.  bream;  E. 
Baxter,  61b.  4oz.  bream;  and  F.  Sorafield,  21b.  9oz.  roach 
and  bream.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  all  members  on  Bank 
Holiday  Tuesday,  as  I  shall  have  some  important  business 
to  bring  forward. — T.  Ttvvman. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfriars-road,  8.B. — The  prize  outing 
on  July  28  resulted  in  Mr,  J,  Downes  being  first ;  Mr,  W. 
Poole,  second;  Mr.  W.  Gooding,  third;  Mr.  J.  Booth, 
fourth ;  Mr.  H.  Warr,  fifth  ;  also  weighed-in  Mr.  Mala- 
bone.  The  winners  of  prizes  must  attend  next  Wednesday, 
and  decide  which  prizg  they  will  take,— F,  P,  Sorof, 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerken well-green,  E,C.— We  had  a 
fine  show  of  fish  ou  July  29,  Mr.  J.  Macdonnell  leading 
the  way  with  151b.  of  bream.  Messrs.  W,  Long,  G. 
Norris,  and  C.  Walter  showed  bream,  roach,  and  dace ; 
H.  Haines,  roach  and  bream  ;  and  R.  Knox,  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  Macdonnell  wins  Mr.  Glover's  prize  for  gross 
weight  during  the  month.  It  is  proposed  that  our  August 
outing  shall  take  place  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  25  under  the 
same  conditions  as  the  "  Eldridge  "  competition. — G.  H. 
Franklin. 
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AddlsstONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2g.  M. 

Althobne  (Cronch),  A,  Essex,  36,  Sa. 

Amberlet  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8rt.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misbourn),  I  Bucks,  23f ;  Js.  8d. 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

Ardleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  43.  9d. 

Arlesbt-  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHURST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  Ss.  4d. 

AUDLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44 ;  3s.  6^. 

Atlesburt  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  Ss.  8d. 

Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  5s.  6d. 

Battlesbridqe  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  28.  Hi. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  6s. 

Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28;  U.  lid. 

BILLERICAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s. 

Billinghurst  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4s.  8d. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41;  4s.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Haxl  (Eoding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  S^d 

BHINTISHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  5s.  2d. 

Bletohlbt  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46|;  4s.  lid. 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  5s.  3d. 

BOTTiSHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61f ;  6s.  Hd. 

Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28f;  St. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  22| ;  23.  8d. 

Boxmoor  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24^ ;  2s.  6d. 

Bbaintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45 ;  33.  lOd. 

Braughinq  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30^;  23.  7id. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86^;  7b.  3^. 

Brioket  "Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  23. 

Broxboubnb  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17^;  Is.  6d. 

BUNTINGFOED  (Bib),  Herts,  33|;  2s.  lid. 

Bures  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  43.  6id. 

Burnham-ON-Crooch,  a,  Essex,  39 ;  3b.  3d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77 J;  63.  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort  )jA,  Essex,  25;  is.  lip. 

Bushey  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Byfleet  (Wey),D,  Surrey,  21f ;  23.  3d. 

Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56i; 
4s.  Hid. 

OhAPPEl  (Oolne),  A,  Essex,  50i ;  4s.  2\d. 
Chalfont  Koad  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22;  2e. 
GSEDDINGTON  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3b.  9d. 
Ohesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27;  2s.  5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29f ;  23.  S^d. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14^ ;  Is.  2d. 
Oheetsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22i;  28.  4d. 
OmGWELL  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13i  ;  Is.  IJd. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27;  23.  lOd. 
ChOelbt  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
Ohorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  53.  3d. 
Cobham  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18|;  2s. 
.  Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51f ;  4a.  i^d. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57^;  4s.  6d. 
OOLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16^;  Is.  8d. 
OOOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25J;  2b.  lOd. 
OOWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  3s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139;  10s. 
Datohet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks, 28f;  23.  3d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86i;  7b.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26;  2s.  8d. 
EarlswoOd  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21^ ;  2s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  38.  6d. 
East  Farleiqh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Earith  Beldge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76i;  58.  4d. 
Edenbeibge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33 ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70^ ;  6s.  ll^d. 
Elstebb  (Eeservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  O^d. 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12 ;  Is. 
Epping  (Eoding),  A,  Essex,  17 ;  Is.  5id. 
ESHER  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14^;  Is.  6d. 
Fambrldqe  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35;  2s.  lOd. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40 ;  4s.  2d. 
Forest  Eow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  3s.  6d. 
FuLWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12f ;  Is.  4d. 
(JORING  (Thames),  B.Oxford,  44J;  4s.  9d. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  33.  lO^d. 
Great  Maelow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35^  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missendon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29;  28.  9d. 
Guildford  CWey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28i;  33  2d. 
Stoton  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  188 ;  10s. 


HadhIK  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25};  2b.  3d. 
HalsteAd  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62^ ;  43.  8id- 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex;  14J;  Is.  fid. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14i;  Is.  3d. 
Harlinqton  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37;  3s.  Ud. 
Haelow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26|;  2s.  1^. 
Earpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27^;  2s.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17f ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield  PEVEREL(Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  36;  3s.  Id. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  llj;  Is. 
Henlet  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35|;  3s.  9i. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24i;  23.  6d. 
H1L6AT  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  SSf;  6a.  lO^d. 
HORLBT  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORSTBD  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36^ ;  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  a,  Norfolk,  114^;  93.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58i;  6s.  2d 
Irch  ESTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61;  fis.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42^;  38.  7d. 
King's  Lanqlet  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82|;  6s.  U^d. 
Langford    Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44 ;  3s.  3|d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Lanqley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16^;  Is.  8d. 
LeageAVE  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32^;  33.  5d. 
Lbatheehead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19^;  2i. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40^;  4s.  2d. 
Lewks  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  53.  2d. 
LINGFIELD  (Eden),  P,  Surrey,  28 ;  23.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s.  5d. 
Lodghton  (Eoding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  O^d. 
Long  Melfoed  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61^;  5b.  2id. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117} ;  lOp. 


D. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 
Great  Western  (Paddington). 
South-Eastem   (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 

Jimction,  Oarmon  Street,  London  Bridge, 

and  New  Cross). 
South- Western  (Waterloo). 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

E. 
F. 
G. 
H. 
I. 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 
L.  B.  &  S.  G.  (London  Bridge  and  'Victoria). 
Midland  (St.  Pancras). 
North- Western  (EuBton). 
Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

•r  Map  shows  the  18  new  stoHom. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24i;  28.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  33.  3d. 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  38  2d. 
Manningtreb  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  6s.  0}d. 
March  (Nene,  Ac),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 
Maedocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23 ;  2s. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  3s.  ll}d. 
Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  68. 
Mildknhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  63.  4}d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48} ;  53.  Id. 
Nbw  Baenet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9};  Is. 
Newport  (Gam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
Noeth  Walsh  am  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19J;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52J ;  5s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55f ;  63.  lOd. 
Ongar  (Eoding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll}d. 
OXTBD  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31J;  48. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41};  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  CVer),  H,  Herts,  22;  2s. 
PoNDBE's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 
Potter's  Bae  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12|;  Is.  3d. 
Pulborouqh  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  60;  6s.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions, 2s.  6d). 
Eadlbtt  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  18;  Is.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20};  23. 
Eickmansworth  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22J ;  Is.  »d. 
Eoydon  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
BUDGWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4s.  2d. 
Eye  Hodse  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.8d, 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2s.  S^d, 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  68;  5s.  6d. 
ShalfOrd  (Wey),  C,  Sorrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  3,  Beds,  55 ;  6s.  9d. 
Shbfford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87;  63. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  65  ;  43.  6}d. 
Shbnfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20i;  Is,  Sd. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18f;  2«. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18};  I3.  lid. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19};  28. 
Standon  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29^;  2s.  6}d. 
StansteAD  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33 ;  28.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Colne)     G  H,  Herts,  20;  2s.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20i;  Is.  Sd. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51J;  6s.  6d. 
Stoke  Mandevillb,  I,  Bucks,  37;  3b.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58};  4s.  ll}d. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22};  2s.  4d 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47};  48.  lid. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  68.  2d. 
Thbydon  Bois  (Eoding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  4s.  Id. 
Teing  (Eeservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31};  3s.  4d. 
Tunbeidqe  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29};  33.  3d. 
Tw/foed  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  3s.  3d. 
UxbeiDge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  16};  Is.  7d. 
Vieginia  Watbe  (Thames),  D,Berks,  23;  2s.  6d 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
WALTHAM  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22};  Is.  lld. 
WATBEBBAOH  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61;  68.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  4s. 
Wbndover,  I,  Bucks,  33};  33.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Oolne),  B,  Middlesex,  13} ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  46;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  32} ;  2b.  9}d. 
Weybeidge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  4s.  2d. 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2b.  2d. 
WiDFOED  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24 ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21} ;  23.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 
Woking  (Bas'ngstkeCanal),D,  Surrey,  24};  28.6d. 
WOODHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  2a.  7d. 
WrAYSBUEY (Thms.  &Cokie),  D,Buck8,21|;  2s. 3d. 
WbOXHAM  (Broads,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  122};  10s. 
YALDINS  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  38};  4s. 
Tabmouth  (Bare,  Me.),  A,  Norfolk,  131;  lOa. 


Dal0iiou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Anus, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  July  29  several  memberB 
competed  for  the  lapsed  prizes  left  from  July  15.  Messrs. 
K.  Parram  an(i  H.  Sampson  were  the  succesjful  csm- 
petitors.  Messrs.  H,  Poore,  C.  Pocock,  A.  Morgan,  and 
G.  Davies  had  a  very  nice  show  of  barbel,  roach,  bream, 
and  dace  from  other  waters.  On  July  ol  a  fair  attend- 
ance, when  it  was  decided  that  there  should  be  no  meeting 
on  Tuesday,  Aug,  7.  Two  new  members  were  made. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  the  14th,  important. 
— S.  Malby. 

Duchess  A,nglin?  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E. — We  fished  our  competition  at  Pal- 
borough  on  July  29.  Resalt:  C.  Fell,  first;  W.  Hawes, 
second ;  three  other  members  having  fish. — G.  F.  Mont- 
gomery. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angliugf  Society,  The  Apollo, 
AU  Saints' -road,  Westboume  Park.  —  On  July  29  the 
following  took  prizes  with  roach :  Messrs.  Balls,  Ist ; 
Severns,  2nd ;  Line,  3rd ;  Fletcher,  4th ;  Buck,  5th  | 
Bridges,  6th  J  Viner,  7th;  Westlake,  8th;  Millett,  9ch; 
and  Beaney,  10th.  Several  others  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
Jenkins,  Tucker,  Targett,  Bradshaw,  and  TuUins. — W. 
Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling^  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  8.W. — Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on 
Aug.  5,  to  Hampton  Court ;  usual  three  prizes ;  train 
from  Eirlsfield  8  31,  returning  by  the  8  40  from  Hampton 
Court.  Will  all  members  try  and  turn  up  to  make  the 
outing  a  success,  as  after  this  rain  the  water  should  be  in 
good  condition  ?  Mr.  F.  Mathews  had  a  great  show  of 
bream  on  July  29,  two  largest  fish  31b.  lOoz.  and  31b.  9oz., 
and  several  others  ;  gross  weight  171b.  3oz. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling'  Society, 
Horse  Shoes,  Silver-street,  Edmonton,  —  We  fish  for 


thirteen  prizes  on  Aug.  4  and  5 ;  oonditionB,  all  fish  in 
season;  go  where  you  please.  The  club  is  in  a  good 
financial  state,  and  ha3  a  big  list  of  prizes  to  be  fished  for 
during  the  season.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  joia  a  good, 
and  at  the  same  time  inexpensive,  club  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  cmnot  do  bettor  than  pay  us  a 
visit  on  any  Tuesday  evening. — W.  Ooppin. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — We  fished  for  prize  on  July  29 
given  by  Mr.  Haskey,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  Ashmore 
with  a  good  show  of  roach,  two  specimen  dace,  and  one 
rudd,  total  weight  511b.  Joz. ;  Mr.  Wells,  roach  and  dace, 
41b.  2oz, ;  Mr.  Phillips,  roach.— T.  Biggs. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby.  Station- 
road,  Forest  Gate,  E. — Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in  fish  :  Mr.  H.  Creeke,  tench  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  Head,  tench ;  and  Messrs.  Durell  and  Andrews, 
roach.  Mr.  Cackett  had  a  nice  rudd  from  the  Ouse, 
weight  lib.  15oz,  Oar  next  meeting  will  be  on  Aug.  14, 
at  nine  o'clock  sharp. — H,  P.  0. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  — Our  outing  at 
Ashurst  on  July  29  was  a  success,  Messrs.  Pain,  James, 
and  Henrie  being  the  winners.  Also  had  fish :  Bailey, 
Kaberline,  Ellins,  Mowl,  Verity,  Stokes,  and  Smithson. 
We  made  two  more  new  members  on  Tuesday.  The 
balance-sheet  was  passed  showing  the  club  in  a  good 
financial  position.  I  hope  to  have  red  books  for  members 
on  Tuesday  next. — A.  W.  Ellin.s. 

Harconrt  Angling  Soolety,  Harconrt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W.— We  fished  our  match  on  July  29 
at  Langley,  when  five  out  of  the  seven  prizes  were  taken, 
the  other  members  who  weighed-in  not  coming  up  to  the 
Jib.  standard.  We  had  a  pair  of  good  roach  as  far  as 
Langley  roaoh  go,  and  some  small  bream.— A.  E.  Payne. 


Hat  sham  Brothers  Angling  Eociety,  Qaeen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  S.E. — On  July  29  the  remain- 
ing prizes  were  fisbed  off  at  Yaldinst,  Mr.  E.  C.  Judd  with 
a  fine  show  of  roach,  and  Mr.  C.  Williams,  jun.,  securing 
the  last  prize,  ako  with  roach.  The  members  are  requested 
to  meet  on  Thursday  next,  in  order  to  arrange  for  the 
event  of  the  season,  viz  ,  a  silver  challenge  cup,  which  has 
been  liberally  subscribed  for,  and  as  the  conditions  have  to 
be  formulated,  it  is  hoped  that  as  many  as  possible  will  be 
ia  attendance. — W.  Taeey, 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Soolety,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane.  Bethnal  Green-road.— On  July  29  Mr. 
Kussell  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach.  Will  members 
kindly  attend  to  fix  date  for  annual  outing  and  dinner  ? 
We  go  out  for  second  prize  outing  on  Aug.  19.  Will 
members  kindly  settle  death  levy  ? — H.  Baoshaw, 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-road,  HoUoway,  N.  —  Some  capital 
baskets  of  fish  have  rewarded  the  efforts  of  the  more  per- 
severing of  our  members,  the  following  being  the  results 
for  the  last  week ;  Messrs.  T.  A.  Saunders,  barbel  and 
chub,  16Ib.  Sjz.  (one  chub  41b.  5oz.) ;  and  on  another 
occasion,  three  chub,  weighing  71b.  13oz. ;  G.  Whitbread, 
six  bream,  totalling  251b.  4oz.  (three  best,  41b.  13|oz., 
41b.  9ioz.,  and  4lb.  6Joz  ) ;  W.  Jelks,  bream,  141b.  lOoz. 
(best,  31b.  14Joz  ) ;  A.  Jelk?,  bream,  81b,  2oz. ;  T.  P, 
Ward,  one  carp,  51b.  loz. ;  and  P.  Berry,  perch  and  roach, 
41b.  6J0Z.— E.  Wymer. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Soolety, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — On  Aug.  1  (Mr, 
Pope  in  the  chair)  there  were  some  nice  takes  offish,  Mr, 
W.  F,  Morgan,  jack  ;  Mr.  Allen  Morgan,  roach  and  perch  ; 
Mr,  A.  Taylor,  roach  ;  Messrs.  A.  Smith  and  Hall,  roach; 
and  E,  W.  Wells,  some  very  fine  roach,  one  weighing 
21b,  loz.— J.  M.  Beougham. 
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Hoxton  Brothers  AugUngr  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— The  membare  competed 
for  special  prizes  at  Burnt  Mill  on  the  29nd  nit  Mr 
GiUett,  first ;  S.  Cole,  second ;  Mr.  Bailey,  third  •'  Wilt- 
shire, fourth;  Newton,  fifth;  Allen,  sixth.  General 
meeting  night  Aug.  13  —Johnny. 

Islin|rton  Brotlierj  Angling  Societ/,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  The  following  weighed-in  on 
July  29  :  Mr.  Wilkes,  roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  Herbert 
roach  ;  Mr.  Boys,  English  carp;  Mr.  Perry,  English  carp! 
We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Howard  in  the  chair,  when 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  reid  and 
confirmed,  with  the  exception  of  the  minute  in  reference 
to  the  peg-down  match  at  Maiden  East  on  Aug.  26,  which 
18  altered  to  August  19,  same  place,  so  would  members 
kmdlj  note.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

r.  ^"^f*  T>^*"°^  Anglingr  Society,  George  the 
""'"t  ' V  ■'^'■unswick-street.  Hackney-road,  N.E.-  Only 
one  of  the  five  special  prizes  competed  for  on  July  29  was 
taken  Mr.  R.  Hill  being  the  winner;  the  remaining  four 
will  be  competed  for  again  on  Aug.  12  at  Wateringbury. 
Ihe  tour  specials  fished  for  on  Aug.  1  were  not  taken  • 
t.hey  will  be  competed  for  again  on  Aug.  15.  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private 
waters  barred).— H.  B. 

Jubilee  ^gUng  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
rowl  North  Kensington.— Since  our  last  reoort  we  have 
had  three  shows  of  fish  weiehed-in  from  (he  Welsh  Harp 
by  Messrs  Oiven  Smith  aed  Kidington.  Having  arranged 
a  match  at  Langley  on  Aug.  12,  will  members  attend  next 
■  week  to  make  final  arrangements  ?—Q.  Bence 

Iiinooln  AEglingr   Sodesy,  Metropolitan,  Wfa.- 
oheeter-street.    Pentonville-road,  N.— On   July   29  the 
following  weighed-in :  Mr.  Symes,  roach;  Mr.  Briley 
roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Bowdrey,  roach  ;  Mr.  Bigg3,  roach;' 
u'u  ^""^  P^^"''  5        Cordwell,  roroh  and 

chub;  Mr.  Sturman,  reach  and  dace;  Messrs.  Cook. 
Watiing  and  Farr  also  having  roach  and  daca.  Our  next 
outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  at  Bourne  End. 
Sept.  2.— W.  Watung.  ' 

Liverpool  Anglingf  Association.  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— There  has  been  a  decided  change  iu  the 
weather,  and  it  is  now  possible  to  enjoy  a  day's  fishing 
without  beiog  scorched.  We  have  had  some  nice  showers, 
which  his  freshened  up  the  rivers  and  made  the  fish 
hungry,  and  consequently  they  are  feeding  wall,  and  I 
hear  ot  a  good  many  nice  baskets  being  got.  A  member 
has  been  fishing  the  Dee  at  Chester  for  two  weeks,  and 
repOTts  very  good  sport  with  bream  and  roach  Our 
chairman  has  returned  from  the  Wye,  Herefordshire,  and 
stages  he  has  had  first-clasj  sport,  principally  with  chub, 
as  for  some  reason  the  trout  and  grayling  were  very  shy 
and  It  was  laipossible  to  lure  (hem.  The  river  was  very 
weedy,  and  it  was  therefore  impossible  to  spin  the  minnotv 
He  saw  and  heard  plenty  of  fish,  and  the  pike  seemed 
very  plentiful.  He  enjoyed  his  fortnight's  holiday 
immensely,  and  the  weather  was  gloriously  tine  through- 
cut.— Ed.  Woolfall.  * 

Maldpn  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society 
White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.  1  M°°srs  T 
Springett,  S.  Vince,  and  ore  or  two  London  anglers  have 
caught  some  bream  du.  ing  the  past  week,  and  some  of  fair 
mze  from  the  tidal  waters  and  Lingford  waters ;  Mr 
Hutchinson  has  secured  some  sport  with  roach.  I  beg  to 
remind  anglers  that  tickets  for  fishing  the  Langford 
waters  for  the  present  season  are  being  issued  at  5 a.  each 
.K'o-  each,  and  can  be 

ob.ained  from  Mr.  Wabelm,  of  Langford  Hall,  Mr  T 
Springett  secretary  of  the  Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling 
Society,  also  from  Mr.  G.  Wrake,  White  Lion  Inn  Full- 
bridge.  The  annual  August  Bank  Holidiy  angling  cDm- 
petition  in  connection  with  the  above  society  will  be  held 
and  members  are  requested  to  give  in  their  names  who 
wish  to  compete  — F.  Keen 

Arm«"''^i^^°*i^'"'?  Angling  Society.  Cloudesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Islington,  N.  — On  July  29 
Mr.  Holder  had  a  good  show  of  roa  A,  ana  also  other 
members.  Will  all  members  kindly  attend  on  Aug.  13  as 
there  is  important  business  ?— W  Ingham 
.n?"?*^"^*^^  Bfothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. -At  our 
w«rwl^  match  at  Harlow  on  July  29  only  three  prizes 
^Zl  V  ;  f  '  .1'°°°^  P'^"  ^-  Barrett,  third 
ITV,  i  w^^"""' J""'.^^  P"''^-  S°  leaves  three 
prizes  to  fish  for.  Members  go  where  they  please.  Start 
on  Aug.  5  oiily,  and  fish  towing-path  only.  On  Aug  8  a 
special  meetiBg  will  take  place,  when  I  hope  that  mem- 
bers who  can  show  up  will  do  so,  as  business  is  important. 
■vfx.   }^  tollowirg  weighed-in:    Messrs.  W. 

Kichards,  sen.,  roach;  B.  Lamb,  perch  and  roach;  W 

S'^G.^TAVroR  '^'^^  ^-T^ylo^.' 

n^^^^  .^"f^".^  Angling  Society,  Eising  &un, 
Brpoksby-street,  LiverDOol-road.-Oa  July  29  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  W.  Stretch,  bream  and  roach-  W  if 
Boorman,  bream;  H.  P,e,  dace.  Mr.  Payne,  jan.,  had 
another  good  show  of  roach  from  the  Lea,  but  was  too  late 
™  J  "S*  ^  "noting  concert  for  our  old  and  respected 
fl'  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Aug.  20 

that  his  friends  and  brother  anglers  will  rally 

o?W»     m'  ^       of'  ^^^^      °^      'i'-st  to  support 

Others.    Mr  W.  Stretch  is  the  secretary  to  the  samef  he 
Knowing  that  it  is  a  very  deserving  case.— H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel 
W'^ttl'^p'^*'*  ^"^V^^'  8.B.-OnJuly29  Messr  1 
ro^'nh  ^  "'u^-  ^r?'  ^"."^  Mueller  weighed-in  barbel, 
mTr^iP^'^^J''  ^n^.„<lao9  f'-om  the  lower  Toames.  Three 
Anf\^  ^t'"'  ""'i^  ^'^^^  °S  ^°8nst.  commencing 
w^aV  rr 'f"^' '  .P"°*  ^^"t-  fish  bar  jack  to 
mt!?t;  ■  %  ""'t"'^  P'^ce  at  Shepperton.  No 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next.-H.  W.  Morgan 

ynglnal  Alexandra  Angline  Sooletv  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire -street,  Bethnall3r"eo.-M;ssrn 


Jingling  fixtures, 

Angus b  5.  ■ 

Allason  United  :  Brake  outing. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pulborougb. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Prize  outing. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham  :  Match. 

South  Bermondsey  :  Outing. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  :  Lipsed  prize  outing. 
August  5  and  6. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Eovers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
August  6. 

Bank  Holiday. 

Bootle  :  Match  at  Hartford. 
August  11. 

Ljchnobite  :  Summer  outing  to  Hertford. 

Aug,  12.— Alma :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 
,,    12.— Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
,,    12. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
It    12. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
,,    12. — Oglander:  Prize  outing. 
,,    12  —St,  Alban's  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
„    12.— Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Farleigh. 
„    12. — Stookwell :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
„    12.— Wandsworth  Piscitorials:  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
12.— Woolwich  and  Plamstead  :  Cup  competition  at 
Rye  House. 

„    12.— Wool  wich  Brothers:  Competition  ab  Eye  House. 
,,    16. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lipsed  prize  outing. 
,,    ]9.—Allason  United  :  Brake  outing. 
,,    19.— Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Polborouah. 
,,    19.— East  Dulwich  :  Outing. 
,,    19. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Outing. 
„   19.— Islington  Brothers :  Match  at  Maldon  East. 
„    19.— Stepney  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
,,    19. — Royal  George  :  Outing. 
,,   20.— North  London  :  Benefit  concert. 
II   26. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Oatiog  to  Amberley 
„   26.— Eldridge  :  Competition  at  Amberley. 
,,   26. — St.  John's  :  Annual  dinner. 


Birch  weighed-in  Sih.  7oz.,  roach  and  bream ;  H.  Page 
l  b.  8kiz.,  roich;  S.  Orrow.  31b.  6oz.,  roach;  C.  Dennis' 
21b.  loz.,  roach;  and  J.  Divig,  12oz.,  roach  and  dace! 
We  fish  at  St.  Margarets  on  Aug.  19  for  special  prizss  • 
pegged-down.  This  has  to  be  confirmed.  Mr  d' 
McMihon  has  been  elected.— George. 

Phoonix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  July  29  Mr.  Bouffler  was  the  only 
weigher-ia  wiih  a  fine  show  of  bream,  roach,  and  gudgeon 
from  a  lake  at  Hampsheathstead.    Members  are  reminded' 
that  11.30  on  Monday  next  is  the  latest  for  weighing-ia.— 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Qaeen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road,  N.W.-On  July  29  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  A.  Beaver,  J.  Yule,  W.  Pries,  J.  Taylor,  W.  Shep- 
herd and  W.  Pajne.  Will  members  please  attend  on 
Tuesday  next,  Aug,  7?  There  are  one  or  two  little 
matters  require  settting.— Geo.  Keene. 

Bojal  George  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square.— On  July  29  Messrs.  Spiel- 
maa  and  Holder  weighed-in  carp  and  roach.  I  beg  to  tell 
members  that  Rule  2  allows  them  to  weigh-ia  Sunday  and 
Monday's  fishing  as  one  day's  take.— J.  Gibbons 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
poborn-road.  Bow,  E.— On  July  29  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  G.  Bond,  nice  show  of  roach,  9ib.  14oz  ■  W 
Tisshaw,  some  nice  roach  ;  J.  Stanley,  roach  ;  R.  Walker 
roach ;  J.  Toye,  bream ;  H.  Salnow,  roach ;  J.  Payne' 
roach  ;  Chambers,  roach.— F.  Pignatelli  ' 
St.  Albans  Angling  Society.  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kenningtoc-oros^— On  July  29  our  trays  were  well 
hied  with  some  fine  shows  of  fish  by  the  following- 
A.  Every,  bream,  roach  ;  8.  Cooper,  barbel,  roach,  chub  • 
J.  Leighton,  bream;  E.  Beale,  bream,  roach,  dace  • 
W.  E.  Paga,  carp,  roach :  and  F.  Page,  carp,  roach.  We 
fash  our  August  series  of  prizes  at  Amberley  on  the  12 ch  • 
all  to  go  on  the  morning.— J.  T.  Leighton.  ' 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— On  July  29  we  had  a 
grand  show  of  fish.  Mr.  J.  Heath  had  a  nice  tray  of 
tench,  30.b. ;  and  Mr.  Whitby,  also  tench ;  Mr.  Emery  and 
Mr.  bonch  hid  a  nice  show  of  bream  ;  Mr.  Warren  chub  • 
Mr.  Podger,  roach.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on' 
Aug.  26,  at  the  Ccck  Hotel,  Eppiog.  All  to  start  from 
club  house  at  Liue  sharp  by  four-horse  brake.  Members 
should  attend  club-house  next  meeting  tight,  to  make 
arrangements.— F.  Thorling. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Ijrafton-etreet,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— Our  first 
outmg  was  at  Ashurst  on  Ju'y  22,  when  the  followicff 
members  were  successful:  W.  North,  first;  B  Smith 
t'°,°°£,'  J^-  ^"^cker,  third ;  W.  Roach,  fourth.  On 
July  29  the  following  were  succes.fal :  Ashwood,  roach 
2  b.  13oz.;  Campbell,  chub,  21b.  14  z.  ;  Mallett.  gudgeon' 
lib.  2,z.  ;  tni  Friend  Stone,  lib.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Pennell 
also  showed  a  nice  tray  of  bream,  lUb.  5.z.— W.  Aldis 

rr®^^^'^®.?  ^'°?*  ^^Siin.g  Sooietj.  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  July  29  Mr 
Renant  weighed-in  show  of  roach,  151b.,  also  dace  •  Mr' 
Clark,  perch  and  dace  ;  and  Mr.  Saalfeld,  four  carp'  51b" 
Members  please  note  :  Our  next  outing  takes  place  at 
East  Farleigh  on  the  12oh.—R.  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  i»stilute  Pis  a- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— Oa  July  29  we  had 
a  nice  show  of  fish,  contributed  by  the  following  •  Mr  T 
Whichelow,  roach ;  Mr.  P.  Allum,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  '■ 
Mr,  W.  Costin,  roach,  dace,  and  bream ;  and  Mr.  Davies 


bream.    On  Aug.  5  we  fish  for  our  August  seiies  of  prizes. 

— J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Limehouse.— Ttie  following  membprs  weighed-in  on 
July  29:  Mr.  Craythorne,  roach;  Mr.  Woodtord,  roach 
and  dace;  Mr.  Morgan,  bream  and  roach,  including  some 
specimen  ;  Messrs.  Gerrard,  Jolly,  and  Morrish,  bream 
Messrs.  Jewson  and  Chamberlain  had  a  fine  show  of  roach 
and  bream  but  too  late  to  weigh-in.  Our  next  match  wi.l 
be  held  at  IlatSeld  Peverel  on  Aug.  19.— W.  Beattik 

Stookwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road.  Clapham.— There  was  a  good  attcn  lance  at  the 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  when  additional  prizes  were  given 
by  Al  essrs.  Jenkins,  Anstey,  F.  Barnes,  and  Phillips.  Mr 
A.  Young  was  elected  a  working  member.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  tendered  to  Messrs.  W.  Eyke  and  F.  Barnes 
tor  the  permanent  loan  of  five  handsome  cases  of  specimen 
fash  tor  the  clob  room.  Messrs.  Lucas  and  Hall  weighed- 
in  roach  during  the  week.  Train  for  the  match  at  Yaldir  a 
leaves  London  Bridge  at  7.6  ;  cease  fisaing  <;. 30.— Tommy 
Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton^ 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  July  29  Mr.  Simmons 
weighed-in  bream  and  roach ;  M.  Grande,  roach.  Next 
luesday  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  all  members 
will  attend  to  elect  auditors  and  to  make  arrargements  for 
an  outing.— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Hoolety,  Wirfisor  Castle,  King's, 
street,  Hammersmith.-Our  match  at  Langley  resulted  es 
follows  :  A  Cartwright,  first,  lib.  lljoz.  ;  T.  Carpenter, 
second,  lib.  8;z.;  A.  Holmea.  third,  lib.  3ioz  ;  H. 
Adams,  fourth,  12|oz. ;  C.  F.  Pouites,  fifth,  ll^oz!  T. 
Carpenter  also  takes  prize  for  heaviest  tench,  lib.  5oz 
Mr.  Holt  weighed-in  one  bream,  .Mb.  9.z  ,  from  Thames, 
the  arrangements  for  Bank  Holiday  are :  Members  can 
weigh-m  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  both  diys'  takes  to 
count  separately ;  also  that  the  next  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Aug.  14.— C.  E.  Lock. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princefs 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.  N.W.  —  On 
July  29  Mr.  Austin  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach.  Oar 
lobacco  Fund"  coiC;rt  was  a  great  success,  when  Mr 
Maycock,  chairman  of  rating  committee,  officiated  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Wingfield,  Rose  and  Crown,  Drummond- 
street;  Mr  Norris,  Brewer  Hall,  Charrington-street  • 
Messrs.  Holder,  Newton,  and  others.  We  have  a  splendid 
prize  list  for  this  season.  Proceeds  of  concert  will  be  sent 
in  a  few  days.— W.  H.  B. 

IT  oaer";^»irliag  Society,  White  Lion,  Albeit 

Himbankment.- We  have  had  some  grand  shows  of  fish  on 
our  trays  during  the  past  month.  On  July  12,  Mr 
Walton  bream  and  tench,  a  grand  show  (largest  tench 
^Ib.).  On  July  14,  Mr.  Walton,  bream  and  tench.  On 
July  15,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach.  Oa  July  17,  Mr.  Walton 
bream  On  July  22,  Mr.  Walton,  bream.  On  July  29' 
Mr  Clegg,  roach ;  Mr.  Arlin,  roach  ;  Mr.  Walton,  roach 
and  carp. — H.  C. 

Walham  Gretn  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.-Our  outing  to  Woking 
on  July  22  was  a  su.osss  in  everyway.  All  prizes  were 
taken  Mr.  Palmer,  first;  Mr.  Glass,  second;  Mr 
^^"^ '  Sickle,  fourth ;  and  Mr.  Bradley, 
fatth.  We  received  annual  balanoe-sheet  and  repoit  of 
Henley-on-Thames  and  District  Preeervatioa  Society 
bsveral  members  weighed-in  on  July  29  :  Messrs.  Wake' 
Glass,  Templeman,  Kerry,  Bickel,  Harvey  (Mr.  Harvev  a 
specimen  bream).— W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Essex  , 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— On  July  29  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Poore,  Rumble,  Gover 
Ihompson,  Howell,  Howarth,  Kurz,  and  Flint-  Mr' 
Bird,  bream  ;  Mr.  Parnham,  a  nice  chub.  The  club  again 
scored  a  big  success  in  the  local  carnival.  The  idea  which 
was  admirably  carried  out,  resulted  in  a  pretty  scenic 
(tteot  representative  of  "The  Gentle  Art."  The  car 
which  was  divided,  showed  winter  and  summer  analing' 
and  by  the  aid  of  boughs,  bushes,  baUrushes,  ani  a  canvas 
scene  the  water's  edge  was  displayed.  The  front  of  ihe 
car  carried  a  large  case  of  pike,  kindly  lent  by  Mr.  J. 
bkelsey,  sen.  The  summer  anglers  were  Messrs  Knight' 
Gcddaid,  atd  Wright,  while  on  the  other  tide  Mr.  Flint 
could  be  S£en  under  a  large  mackintosh  rubbing  his  hands 
with  the  cold,  &c.  Don't  forget  Mr.  Goddard's  benefit  - 
W.  Callcut. 

Walton  and  Cotton   Angling  Association 

Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road.  London! 
JN.— Oar  members  have  been  showing  some  takes  of 
roaca,  chub,  and  perch,  largest  perch,  lOjz.  ;  la'geat 
roach,  lib.  7ioz.— M.  Cuddon. 

„  "'^.ai^ort^  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

t^ul  8  Tayern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B.— On 
Wednesday  one  of  our  members  returned  from  the 
Broads  with  a  Ug  tray  of  fish;  another  memler,  Mr 
Mercer,  had  some  good  tench.  We  fish  for  two  lapsed 
prizes  on  Aug.  5  (open.)— A.  J.  Ham.mond. 

Wandswjrth  Pisuatoiials.  Winning  Post,  Sou  h- 
street,  Wandsworth.— We  had  a  giand  show  on  July  29. 
Mr.  Tnngham  weighed  roach,  bream,  and  barbel;  Mr,' 
Clark,  a  nice  show  of  dace.  We  have  an  outing  to  Shep- 
perton on  Aug.  12  for  several  prizes  ;  members  meet  at 
O  apham  Junction  for  the  8  3  train,  returning  from 
Shepperton  by  the  7.;'.3  —C.  Beale. 

Wenlcck  Anglmg  Socio,  y,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road.— On  July  29  several  of  our  members  were 
out,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in.  Mr.  Barton  saved 
us  from  a  blank  with  reach.— H.  Heir. 

West  Green  Angling  Society.' Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N  — Mr.  Lumby  weighed  in  ISJlb.  of  bream,  and  a 
perch  lib,  lOiz  ;  Mr.  And-rson.  Sib.  chub  (largest 
31b.4icz.);  Mr.  F.J.  Lione,  Tib.  7cz.  bream.— Alfred 
G.  Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coaoh 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  July  29  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs,  Newton,  J.  Noden,  Hall, 
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R.  Pethurst,  Eason,  Lowther,  0.  Lloyd  (all  roach),  F. 
Homer  (bream  and  roacb).  I  wish  to  remind  members 
that  it  is  our  monthly  meeting  on  Aug.  8. — R.  Lowther. 

West  Loudon  Angling  Clnb,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Mr.  Gaorge  Ramsay  had  six  good  chub 
from  the  tank,  at  Staines,  on  July  29  ;  largest  fieh  scaled 
41b.  2cz.  Members  of  the  prize  committpe  are  requested 
to  attend  meeting  early  on  Thureday. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

White  Hart  Anglinsr  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  July  29  cur  pegged-down  match 
at  Ware  was  a  failure  as  regards  takes  of  fisb,  no  member 
weighing-in  the  stipulated  weight  to  take  a  prize.  The 
dinner  was  a  great  success.  It  has  been  arranged  by  the 
committee  that  we  fish  for  one  out  of  the  four  prizes  given 
on  that  date,  viz.,  Mr.  F.  Hoy's  lOi.,  on  Aug.  5;  also  os. 
given  by  F.  H.  Beiumont ;  all  fish  ;  open  ;  the  remaining 
three  prizes  of  the  pegged-down  match  to  be  fished  for  on 
a  future  occasion.  On  the  1st  inst.,  W.  E,  Beaumont 
weighed-in  roach  and  perch;  E.  Smith,  roach. — W.  E. 
Beaumont. 

Woking  Angling  Clnb,  The  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Woking. — The  followirg  were  duly  elected :  Vice- 
presidents :  Mr.  Leigh  Bennett,  M.P. ,  Mr.  R.  N.  Stevens, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Longmann,  J.P.,  Col.  Spurgeon,  and  Mr. 
Squires.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  prize  outing  on  Monday, 
Aug.  6.  We  fish  for  a  prize  for  the  best  specimen  roEch  ; 
also  prizes  for  the  best  epeoimen  chub  and  bream.  Open 
to  members  of  the  club  only.  Fisl  ing  will  start  at  ten 
o'clock,  and  will  probably  be  in  nurp  ivate  waters  at  Send. 
All  fish  to  be  weighed-in  at  the  White  Horse  not  later  than 
9  p.m.  Bime  day. — Wkyside  Wandeber. 

Woolwicli  Brothers  Arglisg  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— The  following  have 
weighed-in:  F.  Cresswell,  tench;  H.  Webb,  tench. 
Members  pleasa  note  the  second  round  of  the  cup  competi- 
tion takes  place  on  Aug-  12  at  Rye  House.  Train  leaves 
Arsenal  Station  at  6.o0  a.m. — J.  Wensley. 

Ye  Olde  Claph&m  Hovers  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — There  will  be  a  prize 
eating  at  Windsor  on  Aug.  5  and  6;  roving. — J,  Wjlley. 


I  HEAR  from  an  old  angling  friend  that  at  Sandgate, 
Kent,  he  saw  several  fine  bass  plajing  about  the  pools  off 
the  shore.  Also  that  the  prawns  were  numerous  and 
good.  He  tells  me  that  at  low  water  he  caught,  with  a 
prawn  net  (Mr.  Micc'oiu's  pattern),  eight  score.  Between 
Hjtheand  Dnngeness  there  are  at  present  great  ijaantitias 
of  mackerel.  My  old  angling  friend  is  Mr.  Cooksey, 
late  of  the  Riinbsw  Tavern,  njw  manager  of  the  Daniel 
Lambert,  Lndgate-hiU. 


Two  carp,  81b.  and  Glib,  respectively,  were  taken  on 
July  27  in  the  Richmond  Park  waters  by  Mr.  C.  R. 
Neville.  They  are  beicg  preserved  by  Mr.  P.  W. 
Anstiss. 


"  I'm  off  to  Wales  !  "  This  from  Mr.  Eardley.  "  I'm 
going  with  Mr.  Pollock  to  Mr.  Bonsall's  lovely  little  lake 
at  Banhadlcg.  Are  you  coming  ?  "  I  said  no ;  wish  I 
could — but  I  cannot  fulfil  a  quarter  of  the  "Lubbock" 
engagements.  This  convertation  was  at  J.  Gillett's 
emporium  in  Fetter-lane.  "Busy"  was  not  the  word. 
Mr.  Gillett  does  not  often  '■  turn  a  hair,"  bat  the  business 
he  was  doirg  was  phenomenal — rods  and  tackle  to  be  sent 
to  all  parts,  and  at  once.  Well,  Mr.  Ejidley  selected  his 
flies,  casts,  &c  ,  and,  armed  with  a  couple  of  rods,  went  off 
to  Montgomery.    May  good  spcrt  attend  this  worthy  trio  ! 


As  previously  announced,  Mrs.  Bldridge's  competition  at 
Ambarley  will  be  on  Aug.  29.  Particulars  are  not  yet  to 
hand,  but  for  the  information  of  several  applicants  the 
following  may  be  useful :  110  miles'  ride  for  23.  6d.,  flriving 
.nine  and  a  half  hcurs  amidst  beautiful  scenery!  Every 
Sunday  morning  a  special  train  leaves  London  Bridge  at 
6.65  a.m.,  calling  at  South  Bermondsey  at  C  57  a.m., 
Peckham  Rye  at  7  a.m.,  and  Bast  Dulwich  at  7.2  a  m. ; 
returning  from  Amberley  at  6.10  p.m.,  and  frntu  Pul- 
borough  at  6  20  p.m.  Trains  a'so  run  from  Victoria 
Station.  Pares  (there  and  back),  third-class,  Sunday  (day 
only),  23.  6d.  ;  Sunday  to  Monday,  Sa.  6d. ;  Satuidiy  to 
Monday,  43.  6d. 

Now  for  the  modus  operandi:  Call  at  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  21,  Gcswell-road,  any  day  but  Saturday.  Pay  63. 
for  a  "  privilege  ticket,"  which  lasts  the  whole  season.  It 
wiU  have  a  numbfr,  and  your  name  and  address.  Wives, 
daughters,  sweethearts,  and  children -anglers,  or_  non- 
anglers  may  enjoy  this  excurtion.  Onca  in  possession  of 
your  ptiv.  ticket  you  may  call  or  write  for  as  many  railway 
tickets  as  you  require,  according  to  the  price  previously 
quoted,    Voila  tout .' 



If  I  could  fish  any  day  of  the  week  without  interfeting 
with  my  bread-and-butter  I  should  not  select  Sunday. 
'The  editor  of  an  American  piper  publishes  the  excuses  of 
the  deacons  of  a  certain  church  in  his  town  for  fishing  on 
Sunday.  They  were  offered  at  a  wardens'  meeting. 
Governor  Kinkead  said  he  wished  to  contradict  certain 
r-ports  circulated  abcut  him,  relative  to  Sunday  fishing. 
He  had  never  fished  on  Sunday,  and  had  never  hnntod. 
He  had  noticed  Dr.  Scuthworth  hunting  on  Sunday,  and 
Mr.  Kennedy  had  been  fishing  several  times  on  the 
Sabbath  day.  The  chair  called  upon  the  gentlemen  to 
explain.  Dr.  Scuthworth  had  hunted  on  Sunday,  he  was 
free  to  admit,  tut  he  bad  done  so  to  furnish  game  food  for  a 
tick  lady  in  his  neighbourhood.     The  ducks  be  had 


furnished  pulled  her  back  to  life.  Mr.  Southworth's 
explanation  was  accepted  and  spread  upon  the  minutes. 
Mr.  Kennedy  admitted  having  fished.  He  had  dona  so 
from  the  purest  of  motives.  When  he  accepted  the 
position  of  ti  nst  he  felt  that  it  would  require  considerable 
study  to  master  the  intricacies  of  canonical  law,  of  which 
he  was  quite  ignorant,  as  he  was  also  regarding  several  of 
tha  rubrics  of  the  church.  It  required  considerable  study 
to  master  the  problems  of  »clerical  jurisprudence,  and  In 
had  caught  the  fish  to  furnish  brain  food  for  himself 
while  wrestling  with  these  problems. 

 >♦♦■»<  

Mb.  Hani  ord  was  sitting  back  in  his  chair  expecting 
to  be  called  on  for  an  explanation,  but  none  of  the  Vestry 
seemed  to  know  about  it,  or  else  he  had  divided  his  fish 
among  them  and  they  were  willing  to  keep  quiet.  Fish 
Commissioner  Mills  was  next  announced.  He  said  he  had 
come  there  by  Judge  Sabin'e  invitation,  and  was  ready 
to  make  a  report.  As  Pish  Commissioner  he  was 
quite  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Vestry  in  the 
work  of  refoimmg  tie  parish.  He  had  sent  to  the 
good  State  of  Maine  to  secure  a  breed  of  trout 
which  would  not  bite  on  Sunday.  They  were  a  rare 
breed  and  came  high,  but  he  was  determined  to  have  them 
at  whatever  cost,  i'hey  were  bred  in  a  Sundiy  scliool 
hatchery  by  men  who  had  made  it  the  study  of  their  lives 
to  perfect  the  pious  qualities  of  the  fish.  These  trout 
were  known  as  the  Domine  theologiacua  variety,  and 
would  not  bite  a  hook  on  Sunday  if  they  were  starving. 
He  had  telegraphed  for  tha  eggs,  and  expected  the  Vestry 
to  pay  the  express  charges. 


The  chairman  said  they  would  endeavour  to  raise  a 
subscription  among  the  members  of  the  parish,  but — er, 
there  had  been  so  many  calls  on  the  purses  of  the 
pirishioners  th*t  he  could  not  guarantee  anything  unless 
they  got  up  anothsr  Kirmess.  Judge  Belknap  said  he 
would  be  glad  to  see  such  a  breed  introduced  in  this  State, 
atd  would  willingly  contribute  his  proportion.  All 
hands  thought  it  was  the  best  way  out  of  the 
difhoulty,  and  Mr.  Hanford  asked  if  there  was  a  breed  of 
snipe  pre  c  arable  that  would  not  fly  on  Sunday.  Dr. 
Scuthworth  gave  him  a  savage  look  and  moved  to  adjourn. 
Kennedy,  with  a  glanca  towards  the  chair,  mumbled  some- 
thing about  jicks  that  would  not  turn  from  the  bottom  in 
a  S8ven-np  game  on  the  Lord's  day.  The  Chair  gave  a 
slight  coogQ,  and  declared  the  meeting  adjourned  without 
putting  the  motion. 


London  anglers  who  wish  to  select  their  fishing 
quarters  may,  on  reference  to  the  liat  of  stations  on  p.  106, 
sse  exactly  where,  what  river,  what  price,  and  what  station 
to  start  from  open  to  privilege  ticket  holders. 

Me.  J.  R.  Richardson  wires  fcom  Kingston-on- 
Thames:  "Thursday  night. — Fishing  good;  barbel  and 
bream  feeding  ;  water  in  good  condition." 

 >  * <  

Far  from  the  madding  crowd, 

Beneath  a  shady  tree. 
Above  there  soars  a  lark  in  song. 
Below  the  waters  glide  along. 
And  trout  for  flies  rise  oft  and  strong — 
And  I  am  free  ! 

My  line  is  deftly  cast 

O'er  one  sweet  spot ; 
A  rush  !  a  tug  !  a  plunge  !  a  rise  ! 
A  fight  thit  every  tactic  tries  ! 
A  branch — hung  up— a  Iraak— big  sighs — 
I  lose  the  lot !  Mosnar  Dis. 

 >»♦■»<  

There  used  to  be  a  very  old-fashioned  shop  in  London, 
situated  not  a  hundred  miles  from  Bishopsgate,  which  was 
kept  by  an  old  man  and  his  son.  A.S  often  as  half  a  dczan 
times  during  a  single  month  the  shop  would  remain  closed 
all  day.  On  such  occasions  the  following  notioa  would 
appear  on  the  shutters  : 
"  Life's  made  up  of  work  and  play — 

We're  hare  to-morrow,  but  gone  to  day  fishing." 



The  question  is  frequently  being  asked  as  to  fishing 
near  London.  St.  James's  Park  is  the  naarest  for  a  bit  of 
clean  water,  but  there  are  not  many  fish  in  it.  Some  good 
fish  are  to  be  had  from  Hendon  (Welsh  Harp)  and  also  at 
Wimbledon  Lake.  Mr.  B.  Vinall,  at  Welsh  Harp,  and 
"Secretary,"  Wimbledon  Lake,  Wimbledon,  for  fuller 
particulars. 

 >  »* ♦ <  

Mr.  Thomas  LufAS,  secretary  of  the  Stockwell  Angling 
Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset-road,  Clapham,  S.W., 
writes  :  "  Mr.  G.  Tirrel,  one  of  our  members,  retorniog 
by  the  7  7  train  from  Burnt  Mill,  found  a  bag  of  tackle  ; 
the  owner  can  have  the  same  by  giving  a  description  of  its 
contents." 


Mr.  Howlett  sends  the  followirg:  "Mr.  W.  S.  Price 
(of  the  Eagle  A.  S.),  fishing  on  the  River  Lark,_ caught,  in 
one  day,  some  nice  roach — amongst  them  being  one  of 
lib.  5oz.,  and  one  of  lib.  2oz.  Several  weighed  12oz. 
each." 


"Delays  are  dangerous";  but  I  must  hold  over  the 
account  of  the  foitnight's  fishing  at  Wroxham.  I  hear 
that  some  good  takes  of  bream  are  being  had  on  Mr. 
Mayor's  portion  of  the  broad.  One  day  recently  sixty 
good  bream  fell  to  two  rods.  He  is  a  most  obliging  man ; 
has  a  comfortable  tea-room  ;  plenty  to  oat  and  diink  (no 
whisky);  boats  Is.  61.  per  day  ;  leave  to  fish  Is. — in  fact, 
every  accommodation.   His  address  is  J.  Mayor,  Broad 


Farm,  Wroxham,  Norfolk.  Mr.  Mayer  has  plenty  of  good 
boats,  and,  what  is  more,  plenty  of  capable  boatmen,  who 
know  the  best  swims. 

At  coRDiNG  to  the  Natal  Mercunj  "  Several  well- 
known  anglers  were  fishing  in  the  channel,  and  one  of  them 
hooked  and  succeeded  in  landing  a  7ft.  shark.  It  weighed 
701b.  The  most  remarkable  part  of  this  capture  is  that 
it  was  made  with  a  small  line  and  No.  6  hook  on  wire 
cast." 

 >  »» ♦ <  

Anglers  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Percy 
Horace  Jarrett,  son  of  Mr.  J.  Jarret,  a  well-known  and 
respected  member  of  the  CoUingwood  Angling  Society. 


Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  writes  to  ask  the  best  way  to  fish 
the  newly-8  0 quired  water  at  Huntingdon,  just  taken  by 
the  Anglers'  Association.  He  says  "  several  are  going  to 
angle  all  night."  My  advice  to  them  would  be,  "  Don't." 
Early  morning  and  late  evening,  and  fish  it  in  the  same 
manner  as  any  other  river. 

 >♦<■»<  

Ben  then  gives  his  own  suggestions.  "  The  usual 
ledgering,  with  one  yard  of  stout  gut,  two  hooks,  say 
No.  8,  and  well-scoured  lobs  or  marsh,  with  well-kneaded 
ground-bait  on  the  lead  ledger."  If  they  are  going  for 
rudd  they  should  try  and  see  Mr.  Bryant.  Everyone  in 
Huntingdon  knows  him — and  he  knows  the  rudd. 

 >»»■»<  

Prom  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  come  two  little  book- 
lets exquisitely  illustrated,  and  fall  of  matter  concernicg 
the  towns  and  villages  between  London,  Aldebargh,  and 
Hunstanton,  entitled  respectively  "  Aldeburgh  Express 
Trains,"  end  "Hunstanton  Express  Trains."  They  are 
really  time  tables,  but  of  a  most  interesting  kind. 
 >■><♦<  

In  a  very  'timely  book  just  issued  by  Messrs.  Sampson 
Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  entitled  "  China  and  the 
Present  Crisis,"  and  which  forms  a  record  of  a  recent  tour 
through  China,  Korea,  and  Japan  made  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Walton,  M.P..  I  notice  a  mention  of  the  fisheries  of  Korea 
and  Japan.  In  another  place  the  writer  describes  the 
Chinese  method  of  fishing  with  cormorants. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Hopper,  of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company  (New  York) ,  was  fishing  for  bass  off  Little  Marsh 
Island,  in  Greenwood  Lake,  the  other  day,  casting  with  a  , 
live  frog  bait,  when  he  hooked,  played,  and  landed  a  4ft. 
eel  of  91b.  'The  eel  took  the  frog  at  the  surface,  and 
considerably  surprised  Mr.  Hopper.  The  incident  was 
declared  by  old  Greenwood  Lakers  to  be  without  a  parallel 
in  their  experience. 

 >  »  «  *  < 

Mr.  F.  Malcom,  fishing  in  the  Arun,  on  July  29,  had 
one  of  the  best  catches  of  the  season.  The  largest  bream  ' 
weighed  3ilb.,  and  the  best  roach  ever  21b  ,  and  yet 
people  say  there  are  no  fish  in  the  Arun.  At  dajbrt  ak 
he  saw  some  splendid  bream  rolling  and  priming,  and  a 
fine  shoal  of  mullet  at  Houghton  Bridge.  As  usual,  it  is  ' 
the  early  bird  that  catches  the  worm.  Bait,  bread  crust 
and  bran.  The  fish  were  shown  at  the  inn  kept  by  Mr. 
Duke,  and  were  greatly  admired. 

 >»♦♦  <  

Scrib Iter's  was  the  first  of  the  magazines  to  publish  a 
special  Summer  Number  devoted  particularly  to  short 
fiction,  and  in  it  have  appeared  some  of  the  most  notable 
and  best-remembered  short  stories  of  rec(nt_  years.  The 
August,  Fiction  Number,  for  this  year  will  be  found 
especially  attractive,  both  in  its  stories  and  the  unusual 
number  of  illustrations,  as  well  as  in  the  high  character  of 
its  other  features.  Mr.  Richard  Harding  Davis's  article 
on  "Pretoria  in  War  Time"  gives  a  sympathetic 
impression  of  the  dignified  and  vigorous  personality  of 
President  Kruger  and  of  his  attitude  toward  the  war,  and 
contains  some  comments  on  the  conduct  of  captured 
British  ofBoers  that  will  cause  a  lot  of  diEcnesion.  Mr. 
Davis  says  :  "  Some  day  we  shall  wake  up  to  the  fact  that 
the  Englishman,  in  spite  of  his  universal  reputation  to  the  ; 
contrary,  is  not  a  good  sportsman  because  he  is  not  a  good  < 
loser."  i 


To  Kipper  Salmon.— Split  down  back;  do  not  take  j 
backbone  out.  Take  out  inside  and  wipe  with  cloth,  not  | 
wash.  Lay  fish  flat  on  large  dish  inside  up.  Sprinkle  J 
with  salt  and  sugar— 21b.  salt,  Jib.  sugar  to  each  fish.  Let  j 
stay  twenty-four  hours.  Wipe  dry  with  cloth.  With  ; 
small  clean  paintbrush  rub  fish  all  over  with  brown  pyro-  , 
lignecua  acid,  and  hang  in  kitchen  till  wanted.  ^ 


It  was  evfning,  and  the  bar  saloon  was  pretty  full. 
Jackson  Smith  had  been  out  fishing,  and  someone  had 
asked  him  the  usual  question.  Now,  Smith,  being  an 
angler,  was  noted  for  his  strict  regard  for  the  truth,  which 
was  natural.  "Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "you've  asked  me 
how  many  we  caught,  and  I  answers  yer  truthfully— I 
dunno  !  It  was  this  way,  yer  see.  After  we'd  got  tired 
of  pulling  'em  out  and  stacking  'em  up,  I  says  to  MeaslcB 
(that's  the  feller  I  was  fishing  with),  'Measles,*  ses  I. 
wondering  like,  'how  many  do  you  reckon  we've  got  ?  ' 
Measles  looked  a  tit  worried,  and  said  he'd  lost  count  a 
long  while,  and  then  he  started  plumbing  his  depth  for 
about  the  twenty-fourth  time  in  two  hours.  '  What's  yer 
up  to  now  ?  '  ses  I.  Measles  didn't  know  nothing  about 
tides,  yer  see,  and  he  looks  round  at  me  kinder  white  like, 
and  he  ses,  in  a  solemn  sort  of  way,  '  Jackson  Smith,'  sea 
he,  '  I'm  done  fishing  for  to-day.  I  dunno  how  many  fish 
we've  ketched  out'n  this  jer  stream— I  can't  count  'em, 
and,  what's  more,  I  ain't  a-going  to  try — but  as  sure  ai 
bumble  bees  ain't  biled  onions,  this  yer  water's  gone  down 
three  feet ! '  "  Dragnet. 


August  4,  1900] 
WANDERINGS  BY  IRISH  WATERS 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


I.— ROUND  ABOUT  DUBLIN. 
In  no  country,  when  fishing,  have  I  met  with  so 
many  disappointments  as  in  Ireland ;  yet  in  no 
country  have  I  enjoyed  my  favourite  sport  so 
much.    There  is  an  indfescribable  attraction  about 
the  Emerald  Isle,  an  absence  of  constraint,  a  free 
and  easy  atmosphere,  a  certain  go-as-you-pleased- 
ness  about  everything,  which  makes  you  feel  that 
you  are,  after  all,  a  two-legged  animal,  and  as 
such  the  Irishman  regards  you,  whether  you  are 
clad  m  a  new  frock  coat  and  varnished  boots  or 
mud-stained  gabardine.    The  lighter  side  of  life 
seems  always  in  the  ascendant.    Tour  Irishman 
may  be  hght-pocketed  and  light-headed,  but  he  is 
light-hearted  too ;  and  this  lightness  reacts  upon 
yourself,  and  prevents  you  from  taking  your  bad 
luck  too  seriously.    So  among  all  my  fishing 
experiences  there  are  none  which  I  look  back  upon 
with  such  pleasure  as  my  wanderings  by  Irish 
waters,  nor  any  which  I  so  long  to  repeat ;  the 
more  so  that  ill  luck  tends  to  become  obliterated 
by  time,  while  good  fortune  gathers  lustre  with 
old  age. 

The  charge  of  being  too  optimistic,  of  painting 
the  picture  in  too  glowing  colours,  is  one  into 
which  a  painter  is   very  prone  to  fall.  The 
cloud  may  have  a  silver  lining  without  being 
haU-marked  throughout.    The  present  dauber 
IS  no  more  proof  than  many  another  against 
the  temptation  of  laying  the  colour  on  thick. 
Iheretore,    to    avoid    arousing    false  hopes 
and  sending  anglers  over  to  Ireland  under  the 
impression  that  the  mere  fact  of  taking  the 
journey  wiU  ensure  them  excellent  sport,  he 
selects  Failure  as  the  subject  of  the  first  picture 
m  this  gallery  which  critics  are  invited  to  inspect 
JBe  prepared  then,  please,  for  something  appalling 
ihat  old  gentleman  in  the  foreground,  with  his 
hands  full  of  hair,  is  the  artist— where  the  hair 
came  from  you  may  judge  by  the  bare  patches 
on  his  head.  That  stern  fellow  with  side  whiskers 
and  a  shillelah  is  the  keeper,  who,  in  spite  of  an 
accepted  half-crown,  is  resolved  to  turn  him  off 
i  he  rascal  retreating  best  pace  round  the  corner 
has  just  received  a  shilling  for  showing  where  the 
water  IS  free,  and  the  two  vUlains,  smiling 
serenely,  m  the  middle  distance  are  the  carman 
who  has  extracted  a  Uberal  fare  for  bringing  the 
artist  to  this  bit  of  free  fishing  and  the  tackle- 
maker  who  wUl  mend  that  broken  top.  Nor 
should  a  gigantic  inch-long  minnow,  the  possession 
ot  which  forms  the  present  bone  of  contention 
between  the  irate  angler  and  his  assailant,  be 
lightly  passed  over.  A  scene  not  so  very  diflPerent 
trom  the  above  did  actually  happen  to  the  writer 
upon  one  occasion,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
better  illustrate  the  difficulties  which  beset  the 
nsherman  who  searches  for  information  in  Ireland 
than  by  giving  the  facts  as  they  actually  occurred 
It  was  in  the  summer  of,  I  think,  1897  that, 
m'I      ^  paragraph  in  "Hi  Regan,"  by  a 
pamphlet  procui-ed  in  a  certain  tackle-shop,  the 
recommendations  of  its  proprietor  and  of  a  non- 
angling  friend,  I  took  train  with  two  companions 
h-om  Dablm  to  Malahide  to  try  the  Swords  river. 
JJrom  these  various  informants  we  could  not 
learn   anything    very    definite,  but  gathered 
generally  that  there  was  such  a  river,  that  it  held 
wmte  and  brown  trout,  and  that  though  it  had 
once  been  preserved  it  was  not  so  at  the  time  of 
Which  I  am  writing.    For  more  precise  informa- 
faon  we  were  referred  to  the  hotel  at  Malahide, 
w  ,     fv.°  reaching  the  station  we  repaired.  The 
hotel  authorities  could  tell  us  very  little;  aU  that 
we  learned  was  that  there  were  two  streams,  either 
ot  which  might  be  the  one  we  had  been  told 
aoottt;  so  m  despair  we  took  a  car  and  bade  the 
carman  drive  us  to  the  Swords  river. 

^  Which  part  P  "  he  asked. 
JlrJ^^  part  where  they  catch  most  fish,"  we 

reached  a  kttle  ditch  which  bore  a  close 
ITr^f  •  *°  a  roadside  drain,  and  which  the 
T  informed  us  was  the  best  part  of  the  river 
i^ot  without  some  misgivings  we  dismissed  our 
-ai  intending  to  walk  down-stream  back  to 
tta^ahide  and  fish  if  we  found  any  fishable  spot. 
What  water  there  was,  and  there  hardly  seemed 
?S  ^  ^oiie/en  a  good-sized  loach,  was 
S^tw'Tv,*^^^.^  pea-soup,  a  fact  which, 
eemg  that  the  weather  had  long  been  fine  and 
try,  we  were  unable  to  explain.   HaH  a  mile's 


walk  along  the  bank  did  not  show  any  signs  of 
greater  depth,  and  we  were  already  heartily 
regretting  our  foolishness  in  letting  our  car- 
depart,  when  we  were  roughly  accosted  by  a 
ragged  ruffian,  who  proclaimed  himself  the  keeper 
and  informed  us  that  we  were  poaching.  ' 

To  this  statement  we  demurred.  We  contended 
that  we  could  not  be  poaching,  firstly,  because  the 
water  was  free;  and  secondly, because  there  was 
nothing  to  poach.  He  replied  that  the  water  was 
stnctly  preserved,  being  the  property  of  a  club  • 
and  that  as  for  there  being  nothing  to  poach,  it 
was  a  fine  salmon  river,  and  he  must,  consequently 
demand  our  salmon  licences.  ' 

The  idea  of  this  dirty  drain  being  treated  as 
a  salmon  river  made  us  all  laugh,  for  we  were 
prepared  to  defy  a  salmon  to  swim  in  any  part  of 
It ;  and  what  had  threatened  to  be  an  unpleasant 
rencontre  turned  into  a  good-humoured  discussion 
m  the  course  of  which,  however,  we  did  not 
manage  to  eUcit  from  the  supposed  keeper,  who  I 
suspect,  was  an  impostor  in  search  of  a  shilling 
the  name  of  either  the  club  or  the  stream,  or  any- 
thing further  than  that  it  was  full  of  great 
salmons  and  "throuts";  but  we  did  at  length 
succeed  in  finding  the  shortest  way  to  the 
interesting  old  village  of  Swords,  and  there 
procured  a  car  to  take  us  back  to  Malahide,  where 
we  consoled  ourselves  with  a  good  dinner  and  the 
novel  experience  of  a  visit  to  a  travelling  circus 
which  was   performing  in  a  tent,  and  a  very 
amusing  performance  it  was  too,  though  the 
jokes  were  naturally  a  trifle  broad  and  obvious 

Now,  I  do  not  in  the  least  mean  to  assert  that 
our  informants  had  purposely  mislead  us.  Possibly 
we  never  reached  the  right  place  at  all,  and  the 
real  Swords,  for  aught  I  know,  may  be  an  excel- 
lent bit  of  fishing;  but  we  did  not  feel  inclined 
to  make  any  further  experiment  in  that  direction, 
and  the  incident  serves  to  illustrate  how  hard  it 
IS  to  get  clear  information  in  Ireland,  even  though 
you  take,  as  we  did  on  this  occasion,  considerable 
trouble  to  get  it. 

So  much  for  failure  number  one.  Number  two 
need  not  be  more  than  touched  upon.  This  was 
a  trip  to  a  tributary  of  the  Boyne,  called  the 
Blackwater,  on  Easter  Monday,  1895,  in  which 
one  ot  my  friends  asked  me  to  join  him.  He  had 
been  told  that  near  Enfield  it  held  some  fine  fish 
but  in  a  day's  fishing  neither  of  us  saw  a  sign  of 
anything  but  a  solitary  jack.  The  water  looked 
so  hkely  that  I  gave  it  another  chance  about  a 
month  later,  but  with  the  same  result. 

Failure  number  three  occurred  at  a  place  of  mv 
own  finding.  Walking  along  the  Dodder,  close  by 
Balls  Bridge,  one  Sunday  afternoon,  I  noticed  two 
or  three  fair-sized  trout  rising  under  some  willow 
trees.  Fish  who  abode  in  the  outskirts  of  Dublin 
city  were  pretty  sure  to  know  a  thing  or  two ;  but 
1  felt  confident  of  my  ability  to  capture  these 
gentlemen  with  a  dry  fly.  Accordingly,  a  day  or 
two  afterwards,  I  strolled  out  in  the  evening  to 
pay  them  a  visit.  The  presence  of  a  large  gallery 
when  you  cannot  catch  fish  is  always  embarrassing 
Happy  couples  stopped  on  their  way,  women 

<<i"i^  *°  «°i^ll  IJoys  remarked  on 

the  faller  with  a  whip,"  and  chucked  in  stones 
by  way  of  assistance.  Finally,  before  all  the  gay 
throng,  I  failed  ignominiously,  and  was  only  too 
pleased  when  the  curtain  of  darkness  descended 
to  hide  my  confusion  and  cover  my  undignified 

On  the  reservoir  near  TaUaght,  also  (for  the  Hfe 
oi  me  I  cannot  recaU  the  name)  I  had  no  luck 
but  m  that  I  was  exceptional,  for  many  of  my 
friends  did  well  there.  It  is  stocked  with  Loch 
leven  trout,  and  is  not  as  much  fished  as  mic^ht  be 
expected  considering  it  is  only  ten  miles^or  so 
trom  Dublin;  but  it  is  somewhat  difficult  of 
access,  and  the  charges  are  not  very  reasonable. 

ihe  Liffey  would  supply  me  with  many  another 
instance  of  failure,  but  I  have  dealt  with  that 
river  pretty  fully  in  a  former  article,  and  so 
refrain  from  mentioning  it  here  ;  but  to  complete 
the  list,  let  me  add  one  other,  not  of  commission, 
but  of  omission.  I  failed  while  in  Dublin  to  visit 
Wooden  Bridge,  Aughrim,  or  any  spot  on  the 
Wicklow  streams  from  which  I  used  to  see  anglers 
returning,  their  baskets  filled  to  the  brim  Ivith 
pretty  little  fish.  Catching  tiny  troutlets  does 
not  amuse  me  much,  but  one  might  well  have 
spared  a  day  or  two  to  view  the  beautiful  Wicklow 
IreK'  ^      '  accounts,  has  few  equals  in 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  aU  my  days  from 
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Dublin  were  failures.    On  my  successes,  howevei', 
in  that  district  I  do  not  intend  to  dwell,  but  wUl 
ask  the  reader  to  accompany  me  in  the  next 
article  to  the  fair  co.  Cork.       Mark  Bench. 
(To  be  continued.) 


SEA  ANGLING. 


The 


A  DAY  AT  THE  ROCKS, 
popularity  of  sea  angling  was  certainly 


fnZ       ^^-^  '^^  present,  and  perhaps  no 

Ih  J^  y  i°^i^g  "lore  and  more  into  vogue 
and  fith^  K  ^  °?  the  rocks,  where  water  is  suitable 
m^^lS  "^a'^y  causes  which 

might  be  mentioned  that  have  brought  rock 
hltul  P'•o'llil^e°ce;  but  the  chief  one,  we 
humbly  think,  lies  m  the  fact  that  the  holiday- 
maker  and  health-seeker  is  not  so  fastidious 
nowadays,  provided  he  has  some  definite  object  in 
view  which  brings  the  combined  modicum  of 
pleasurable  excitement  with  abundance  of  fresh 

pleasu^lle'hoMt  ^ 
On  the  other  hand,  trout  or  salmon  angling  are 
not  now  at  the  command  of  all  who  cross  the 
Border  for  their  holiday,  and  what  is  within  easy 
reach  is  so  run  upon  that  the  game  is  not  worth 
the  candle    Oruden  Bay,  where  the  Great  North 
ot  bcotland  Railway  people  have  laid  out  a  golf 
course,  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  north,  and  built 
a  spacious  hotel  for  the  accommodation  of  their 
patrons,  presents  a  fine  field  for  sea  angling  But 
there  is  no  particular  charm  in  any  one  spot  on 
the  east  coast  as  far  as  rock  fishing  is  concerned 
b-ranted  an  easily  accessible  shelf  of  rock,  fairly 
deep  water,  and  a  local  guide  to  act  as  philosopher 
friend,  and  any  part  of  the  Forfarshire, 
Kincardineshire,  Aberdeenshire,  or  other  sea- 
board county  wiU  answer  equally  as  well  For 
instance,  we  had  our  best  day,  some  seasons  ago, 

^  I^^'  I  ^""^^^  ^^^'""S  tamlet  six  mUes 
south  of  Stonehaven,  and  another  good  day  at 
Tarbetness,  in  Ross.  Both  these  spots  were  most 
trying  to  get  at,  and  required  the  skUl  of  a 
cragsman  to  negotiate. 

On  the  other  hand  we  have  spent  many  a 
pleasurable  outing  at  the  rocks  near  Stonehaven 
irom  Coutts  Commercial  Hotel,  which  lays  out 
to  cater  to  rock  anglers  and  sea  bathers  in  that 
locahty—a  most  comfortable  and  reasonable 
nouse— the  last  occasion  forming  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  a  practical  description  of  rock 
angling  and  the  subject  of  this  paper. 

In  selecting  a  spot  for  a  rock  angling  holiday 
the  young  and  fearless  may  go  anywhere,  and  run 
the  risks  of  a  slip  among  the  crags  in  ascending 
or  descending  to  the  watery  plane  beneath,  but 
the  cautious  and  middle-aged,  who  have  stiff  joints 
and  a  dread  of  rheumatics,  should  the  weather 
suddenly  change,  must  select  their  "  seat "  with 
average  care,  and  where  it  is  easily  accessible,  and 
fairly  well  sheltered.    We  have  angled  off  the 
rocks  for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  and  have 
tried  both  plans  as  years  advanced.   We  now 
stick  most  religiously  to  the  come-at-able  places 
where  the  mimmum  of  climbing  is  combined  with 
the  maximum  of  sport ;  and  this  we  have  found  at 
btonehaven  at  several  places  off  the  Aberdeen- 
shire coast,  near  the  villages  of  Portlethen  and 
NewtonhiU,  at  CoUieston,  north  of  Aberdeen,  and 
particularly  so  at  Cruden  Bay— the  Brighton  of 
the  north,  as  it  is  caDed.  s  "i- 

Having  established  ourselves  in  our  lodgings 
pur  first  quest  was  to  enlist  the  services  of  the 
local  shoemaker  as  our  guide  for  the  nonce.  He 
was  busily  engaged  shaving  Mr.  Can-,  the  local 
hirer  s  coachman,  and  we  had  to  stand  by  till  the 
operation  was  accomplished,  which  after  some 
thirty  minutes'  manipulation  the  shoemaker- 
barber   let    his   victim   go   with   only  three 
tutts  of  cotton  wool    to  indicate   where  the 
razor  had  left  its  impress.    It  turned  out  that 
the  shoemaker  and  tailor  did  the  offices  of  barber 
to  their  customers  during  the  year  as  a  sort  of 
;?ratuity  for  their  patronage,  although  there  is  a 
barber  or  two  in  the  town.    The  shoemaker,  how- 
ever, declared  he  would  rather  want  the  job,  and 
immediately  turned  on  to  the  subject  on  hand 
our  day  at  the  rocks.    If  an  indifferent  barber  he 
was  an  expert  rock  angler,  and  made  aU  his  own 
tackle  to  boot.   He  would  accompany  us  to- 
morrow and  bring  along  his  heavy  rod  and  a 
supply  of  bait.   The  tide  would  be  dead  ebb  at 
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one  o'clock,  and  we  would  require  to  be  round  his  ' 
way  about  two,  if  we  did  not  wisb  to  start  earlier. 
He  would  rely  upon  us  having  a  good  supply  of 
hooks,  and  he  would  look  after  all  the  rest  of  the 
stuff.  From  experience  we  have  found  that  the 
local  hands,  although  deft  enough  at  making 
their  own  gear,  prefer  hooks  dressed  in  the  city 
shops.  The  size  of  the  hook  depends  on  the 
average  weight  of  the  fish  searched  for.  Here  the 
fish  were  chiefly  cod  and  saithe,  or  coalfish,  and 
ran  from  31b.  to  141b.,  so  that  a  fairly  large  hook 
was  necessary.  A  No.  00  Limerick  bend  salmon 
hook  on  treble  twisted  gut  answers  excellently 
well,  and  will  fetch  a  .31b.  codling  or  a  141b.  coal- 
fish,  but  for  smaller  game  smaller  irons  and 
single  sea  gut  is  all  that  is  necessary.  A  good 
strong  clip,  a  big  creel,  and  an  old  salmon  rod,  or, 
better  still,  an  18ft.  or  20ft.  bamboo,  which  can 
be  picked  up  for  10s.  new,  is  all  the  outfit 
necessary  for  the  rock  angler.  The  rod  is  better 
to  be  fitted  with  a  strong  reel  with  30yds.  or 
60yds.  of  boiled  whipcord,  browned  with  kutch  or 
bark  if  possible. 

At  two  o'clock  we  were  under  weigh  on  a  shelf 
of  rock  to  the  south  of  Stonehaven  harbour, 
an  easily  accessible  spot  with  a  gradually  sloping 
front  of  shelves,  up  which  we  climbed  as  the  tide 
flowed  in.  Probably  in  the  coui-se  of  the  next  six 
houi's'  fishing  we  had  to  move  om-  camp  twice, 
but  it  was  easily  done,  and  as  the  swell  on  the 
ocean  gradually  rose  to  our  feet  the  warning  was 
given  in  the  most  friendly  manner  that  it  was  time 
to  move,  else  the  next  undulation  of  the  deep-blue 
below  would  leave  us  with  wet  pants. 

The  fish  come  inshore  or  along  the  shore  with 
the  rising  tide.  They  then  commence  hunting 
for  food  in  shoals  of  greater  or  lesser  magnitude, 
and  continue  passing  the  point  or  promontory, 
which  is  always  a  favourite  spot  with  the  rock 
angler  for  the  most  of  that  tide.  When  the  tide 
turns  the  fish  turn  also,  and  hunt  over  the  same 
ground,  but  they  never  bite  so  well  in  a  back- 
going  tide  as  in  a  rising  one.  On  some  parts  of 
the  coast  the  fish  hunt  deeper  than  on  others,  and 
the  bigger  fish  are  always  at  the  bottom,  the 
smaller  ones  swimming  above  them  as  it  were,  or 
probably  in  front  of  them.  Two  or  three  hours 
before  high  water,  and  from  one  to  two  hours 
after  the  tide  is  on  the  turn,  is  the  most  fatal 
time  for  making  a  basket,  although  at  certain 
parts  fish  may  be  found  plentifully  enough  at  all 
states  of  the  tide. 

The  baits  used  on  the  east  coast  are  small  crabs 
and  mussel — chiefly  the  latter,  as  the  most  easily 
obtained,  and  the  cheaper  when  crabs  have  to  be 
purchased.  We  prefer  searching  for  own  own 
crabs,  and  this  we  do  when  the  tide  is  just  about 
spent.  With  bared  arm  and  naked  hand  the 
very  specimens  you  want  are  easUy  found  among 
the  seaweed  and  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks  all 
along  the  east  coast.  Feeling  in  the  dark  into 
the  crevice  of  the  rock  the  fingers  soon  indicate 
that  "  crab  "  has  been  touched,  and  then,  fixing 
him  firmly  between  the  index  finger  and  the 
thumb,  he  is  easily  drawn  out  and  forthwith 
bagged,  care  being  taken  to  hold  him  well  by  the 
back,  when  his  "  nippers  "  are  quite  powerless  to 
do  the  injury  he  intends  and  would  fain  accom- 
plish in  being  thus  ruthlessly  disturbed  during 
his  morning's  nap.  The  hunt  for  crabs  is  quite 
as  exciting  an  experience  as  one  can  well  imagine, 
and  after  the  first  essay  or  two  has  been  successful 
without  any  reprisals  on  the  crab's  part. 

"  Here  they  come,  Mack,"  was  my  first  saluta- 
tion after  fully  an  hour's  patient  waiting  and  re- 
baiting,  as  I  felt  the  first  big  rug,  and  then  a  tug, 
tug,  and  I  had  "  him  on."  He  sawed  backwards 
and  forwards  in  the  depths  below,  and  after  a 
few  more  rugs  and  tugs  showed  his  red  back  and 
sides  in  the  blue  waters  and  bright  sun.  "  He's  a 
cod  of  81b.,  sir,"  said  Mack,  and  he  got  down  on 
the  lower  edge  of  the  shelf  at  my  feet  preparing 
to  put  the  gaff  home  when  I  could  give  him  the 
chance.  The  fish  was  game,  however,  and  it  was 
fully  ten  minutes  before  I  could  say  that  he  was 
fairly  blown.  Probably  the  shoemaker  would 
have  done  for  him  in  half  that  time,  but  being 
accustomed  to  run  anything  and  everything  that 
offers  to  pull  out  line,  from  a  lib.  finnock  to  a 
201b.  salmon,  I  could  not  think  of,  nolens  volens, 
throwing  out  an  81b.  cod  on  the  rocks.  However, 
he  came  within  reach,  for  after  all  they  are  easily 
blown,  and  was  hauled  up  on  the  tocks,  knocked 
on  the  head,  his  throat  cut  in  order  to  bleed  him, 
and  finally  deposited  in  the  bottom  of  Mack's 


capacious  creel,  while  I  went  on  fishing  with  the 
same  bait  repaired  and  trimmed  with  fresh  crab 
and  strands  of  sheep's  wool.  Soon  a  3-pounder 
and  then  a  5-pounder  were  added  to  the  number, 
and  sport  became  fast  and  furious,  chiefly  with 
smaller  fish  from  21b.  to  41b.,  and  mostly 
"  coalies,"  or  coalfish. 

At  high  water  the  fly  rod  was  rigged  up.  It 
was  a  strong  14ft.  greenheart  spinning  rod,  that 
has  done  good  service  on  the  Dee  and  elsewhere, 
that  I  used  for  this  work  with  a  "  Silex  "  reel.  I 
prefer  a  Malloch  for  the  river,  but  a  "  Silex  "  for 
the  sea,  the  cord  and  silk  lines  respectively 
making  all  the  dift'erence  in  the  world  as  far  as 
torsion  is  concerned,  and  the  "  Silex  "  being  the 
only  safe  one  where  cord  is  employed.  Fastening 
on  a  good  bright  metal  Devon  minnow  a  few 
more  "  coalies  "  were  bagged,  with  an  occasional 
codling.  The  fly  gave  place  to  the  spinner, 
and  much  mora  execution  was  done  with  it, 
although  the  ground  was  too  limited  to  work 
it  well. 

The  regulation  sea  flies  are  bright  galvanised 
hooks  with  one  single  feather  in  white,  blue, 
scarlet,  or  any  other  high  colour  for  a  wing ;  but 
for  years  back  I  have  used  nothing  else  than  my 
old  salmon  flies,  made  sparse  and  whipped  on  to 
"tippets  "  or  "  collars  "  of  fresh  gut.  The  flight 
consists  of  fi'om  a  dozen  to  eighteen  old  hooks, 
fastened  one  on  to  the  other,  and  so  forming  a 
flight  or  string  of  flies  about  Gin.  apart.  A  2oz. 
lead  sinker  keeps  the  flies  perpendicular,  and  well 
down  in  the  water,  and  a  slow  sawing  motion 
backwards  and  forwards  along  the  ridge  of  rock 
or  other  platform  is  all  that  is  necessary  to 
attract  the  fish  to  the  lures.  The  fly  finished  the 
day's  operations,  and,  by  the  turn  of  the  tide  at 
8  p.m.,  we  had,  according  to  Mack's  judgment, 
using  his  hand  for  a  beam,  about  301b.  of  fish — 
an  "  ordinary  day's  work,"  as  Mack  put  it,  and 
cheap  at  the  money. 

On  a  subsequent  occasion,  the  next  day,  we  had 
two  dozen  fair-sized  herring,  all  to  the  fly  at 
the  same  spot.  G.  M. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY . 
The  chief  topic  talked  of  and  discnssed  at  Monday's 
meeting,  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf  in  the  chair,  was  naturally 
the  summer  dinner,  which  took  place  on  the  previous 
Saturday  at  Newbury.  This  most  agreeable  function  was 
held  at  the  Swan,  beloved  of  Kennet  and  Lambourne 
anglers,  and  Mrs.  Baxter  really  outdid  all  her  previous 
efforts  in  the  way  of  catering.  Indeed,  there  was  bat  one 
opinion  as  to  the  dinner — that  it  could  not  have  been 
improved  upon  in  any  one  particular.  The  vice-president, 
Mr.  Horace  Brown,  was  in  one  of  his  happiest  ipoods,  his 
versatility  and  the  cbarming  manner  in  which  he  acted  as 
chairman  tending  much  towards  its  enjoyment.  How 
many  toasts  were  submitted  and  the  number  of  speeches 
made  this  deponent  knoweth  not,  inasmuch  as  the  vice- 
president  himself  stated  that  he  never  heard  more  toasts 
in  bis  life  in  the  short  space  of  time  devoted  to  the  talkee, 
talkee  part  of  the  business.  The  society  was,  of  course, 
toasted,  then  the  president  (who  was  unfortunately  unable 
to  attend),  then  in  quick  succession  the  hen.  treasurer, 
the  hon.  secretary,  aU  the  other  officers  et  hoe  germs 
omnes.  Of  course  the  health  of  the  vice-president  was 
drunk  with  a  double  allowance  of  musical  honours.  Each 
individual  member's  health  was  drunk  too,  and  then,  as 
one  member  facetiously  remarked,  they  started  again  ;  hut 
the  accuracy  of  the  latter  statement  is  somewhat 
questionable.  It  was,  without  doubt,  one  of  the 
merriest  Uttle  dinners  the  society  has  ever  bad 
within  or  without  the  portals  of  the  dear  old 
Swan.  Everyone  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves,  and 
epant  a  happy  and  jolly  time.  Angling  reports  were 
necessarily  at  a  discount.  Some  of  the  party  essayed  to 
cast  a  big  Sedge,  Caperer,  or  Coachman  after  dinner  was 
over,  but  the  trout,  too,  had  already  dined,  and  came  off 
best,  the  rise  being  over.  In  the  morning  Mr.  Horace 
Brown  hooked  a  big  trout  by  Bull's  Lock,  roach  fishing 
with  caddis,  but,  after  playing  it  for  five  minutes,  the 
hook  came  away,  to  his  untold  chagrin.  Mr.  A.  B, 
Matthews  tried  the  coarse  fish  in  the  Kennet.  His  bag 
was  a  pair  of  roach,  a  couple  of  dace,  two  gudgeon,  and  a 
brace  of  minnows  !  He  was  badly  stung  by  some  insects 
known  to  the  locals  as  "scoots"  (spelling  the  word 
phonetically).  As  a  remedy  for  stings  of  all  sorts  Mr. 
C.  H.  Bywaters  recommended  pure  carbolic  acid,  which 
cured  the  sting  and  took  the  irritation  away  immediately 
upon  being  applied.  Mr.  Frank  Ward  and  a  friend  had 
been  to  Deeping  in  the  terribly  hot  weather  of  the  previous 
week,  and  had  had  good  sport  with  the  fly  amongst  coarse 
fish.  The  heat,  however,  was  such  that  a  sampling  was 
indispensable  of  all  the  teetotal  drinks  obtaioable  in  the 
hostelry  there.  The  visitors  tried  besides  sundry  mixtures 
fearfully  and  wonderfully  made,  the  preparation  of  which 
would  have  done  credit  even  to  a  retailer  of  cocktails  in 
an  American  bar.  From  Uxbridge  there  was  little  to 
report,  the  roach  having  been  left  severely  alone  for  a 
while.  Next  Monday  being  Bank  Holiday,  there  will  be 
no  meeting  of  the  society.  M.  G.  £.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Mk.  a.  C.  C.  Henry  presided  over  the  weekly  meeting, 
held  at  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  on 
Tuesday  evening  last.  A  goodly  number  of  the  members 
were  away  holiday  making,  yet  a  very  interesting  account 
of  fishing  experiences  from  those  present  was  given. 
That  favouiite  fishing  grcund  for  flatfish,  Leigh,  has  been 
tried  several  times  lately,  and  reports  of  one  to  tour  dozen 
having  been  taken  in  one  day  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 
For  the  time  of  year^  when  these  fish  are  usually  too  in- 
different to  feed,  this  is  very  good.  Mr.  Birch  had  a 
number,  fishing  two  days.  Smelts  are  reported  in  great 
numbers  near  the  head  of  Southend  pier,  as  well  as  bass 
up  to  21b.  weight ;  the  foi  mer  should  be  tried  for  with  a 
small  piece  of  whiting.  Mr.  Allen  had  about  a  dozen 
flounders  in  two  hours'  fishing,  at  Leigh.  Mr.  8.  H. 
Meyers  is  away  in  Ireland  for  a  fishing  holiday,  and  is 
reported  to  have  taken  a  nice  trout  of  3Jlb.,  and  bis  more 
fortunate  companion  one  of  4Jlb.  They  have  also  taken 
pike  up  to  101b.,  and  hope  to  get  one  of  the  larger  ones 
known  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Fourmy  report! 
taking  four  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  from  private  water, 
and  Mr.  Close  a  trout  of  l^Ib.  from  Chesham.  Mr. 
Harry  Short  had  some  capital  sport  with  the  roach  pole, 
taking  181b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Scott  had  about 
two  dozen  roach  from  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Fosbrooke  and  Mr. 
Cowley  had  a  great  variety  of  fish  from  the  Mole,  but  the 
fish  were  mostly  small.  Weeds  this  year  seem  to  be  un- 
usually abundant,  and  complaints  of  this  come  in  from  all 
quarters.  Mr.  Connellan  had  one  and  a  half  dozen  dace 
from  Hertford,  and  a  small  trout  returned ;  and  Mr. 
Gibson  also  took  dace  at  Hertford  with  the  fly.  Both 
these  gentlemen  complain  of  the  weeds  being  a  great 
hindrance  to  successful  fishing.  I  regret  to  note  that  the 
construction  of  the  new  reservoirs  at  Tottenham  has 
removed  all  chance  of  sport  in  the  old  river  at  Day's  and 
Gaine's  fisheries,  where  a  year  or  two  ago  it  was  at  times 
possible  to  get  very  excellent  sport  both  fly  fishing  and 
with  the  roach  rod.  After  several  matters  of  detaU  had 
been  dealt  with,  a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  the  chair.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evening  next.  Hon.  Sec, 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  August  1,  at  8  p.m  , 
Mr.  prabe  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon.  sec.  read 
reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal  and  Soutbesd. 
The  following  experiences  were  then  given  by  members. 
Mr.  Graham,  at  Southend,  found  great  qnantitieb  of 
smelt,  and  mentioned  that  he  caught  the  first  one  on 
whitebait,  and  the  rest  on  pieces  of  smelt.  Mr.  Line,  at 
Southwick,  fonnd^  sport  poor,  only  taking  a  few  bream, 
not  more  than  4in.  long,  which  were  returned.  The 
chairman,  at  Eastbourne,  fishing  for  two  hours,  took 
twenty-five  fish,  weighing  451b  ,  principally  small  onger. 
The  hon.  sec.  mentioned  that  Mr.  Cooksey  reported  that 
excellent  sport  is  obtainable  at  Sandgate,  including  small 
bass,  pouting,  dabs,  mackerel,  and  fine  prawns.  The  hon, 
sec.  announced  there  would  be  no  meeting  next 
Wednesday,  it  being  the  Wednesday  following  the  Bank 
Holiday.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and 
the  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  closed 
the  meeting.        Chables  S.  Patteeson  (Hon.  Sac  ) 


AUGUST   BANK    HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS, 1900. 
GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Thursday,  Aug.  2,  to  Newmarket, 
Ely,  Hunstanton,  Dereham,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Lowes- 
toft, Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Norwich,  Yarmouth, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer,  &c.  On  Friday,  Aug.  3,  to 
Darlington,  Durham,  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
&c.,  and  on  Saturday,  Aug.  4,  to  Lincoln,  Edwinstone 
(for  the  Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Hudders- 
field,  Manchester,  York,  Leeds,  Scarboro',  Bradford, 
Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  &c.  A  special  booking 
office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  station  from 
July  30  to  Aug.  4,  for  the  issue  of  ordinary  tickets,  and  of 
tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday  tickets  to  the  seaside,  and  the  Broads  district 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  for  use  on  forward  dates.  Tickets 
can  also  be  obtained  at  the  Company's  West  End  offices, 
51,  New  Oxford-street,  215,  Edgware-road,  2,  Cookspur- 
street,  120,  Brompton-road,  and  at  their  other  City  and 
West  End  offices. 

Relieving  trains  wiU  be  run  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
to  Southend-on-Sea,  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich, 
Norwich,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c,,  and  on 
Saturday  additional  fast  trains  for  Yarmouth  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  9  50,  10  5,  and  3.10  p.m. 

On  Saturday  a  supper  train  leaves  Liverpool-street  at 
12  3  night  for  Chelmsford,  Colchester  and  Clacton.  For 
the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at  business  until 
late  in  the  evening,  on  Saturday  a  special  midnight  train 
will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  12.25  a.m.  for  Norwich, 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  On  Bank  Holiday  excur- 
sion trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and 
Fenchurch-street,  via  Shenfield,  to  Southend-on-Sea  ;  also 
to  Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich  ;  from  Liverpool-street 
and  St.  Fancras  to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  Ely,  and 
Yarmouth ;  and  from  St.  Pancras  to  Cromer  and 
Mundesley-on-Sea.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  iBSued  to 
Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A  special 
service  of  trains  will  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  Ching- 
ford,  Longhton,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House;  from 
Fenchurch-street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton;  and  from 
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Gospel  Oak  to  Chingford.  For  the  accommodation  of 
Dnsmess  people  wishing  to  return  to  London  early  Tuesday 
momiDg,  special  fast  trains  wiU  run  from  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft,  Halesworth,  Ipswich,  &c.,  due  at  Liverpool- 
street  at  8.25  a.m. ;  also  from  Felixstowe,  Ipswich,  &o.. 
due  at  Liverpool-street  at  9.41  a.m. 


LONDON  AND  NOETH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  London  and  North- Western  will  run  cheap  excur- 
sions from  their  London  stations  (Euston,  to.)  as  under  • 
Ji/very  Wednesday,  until  September  26,  to  Aberdovey  Aber- 
^venny,    Abergele,    Aberystwyth,    Amlwch,  Bangor. 
Barmouth,  Bettys-y-Coed,  Borth,  Bnilth  Wells,  Carmar- 
then, Carnarvon,  Church  Stretton,  Colwyn  Bay,  Conway, 
Corwen,  Craven  Arms,  Criccieth,  DolgeUy,  EUesmere 
Harlech    Hweford     Holyhead,  .HolyweU,  Llanberis, 
Llandnndod  Wells,  Llandudno,  Llanfairfechan,  Llangam- 
march  Wells,  Llamdloes,  Llanrwst,  Llanwrtyd  Wells 
Newtown,  Oswestry,  Penmaenmawr,  Portmadoc,  Pwllheli' 
Rhayader,  Rhyl,  Ruthin,  Shrewsbury,  Swansea,  Towyn,' 
WeUmgton   Welshpool,  Wrexham,  &c.,  for  six,  eight 
thirteen,  or  fifteen  days.    Every  Thursday,  untU  Septem- 
ber 27,  to  Birkenhead,  Blackpool,  Camforth,  Chester. 
Cookermouth,  the  English  Lake  District,  Fleetwood 
inmeas  Lme  Stations,  Liverpool,  Lytham,  Morecambe, 
St.  Annes,  Southport,  Whitehaven,  and  Workington, 
for  five,  eight  twelve,  or  fifteen  days.   Every  Friday 
midnight,  until  September  28,  to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man) 
ma  Liverpool,  for  three,  eight,  ten,  fifteen,  or  seventeen 
days.    Every  iSaturda,y  morning,  until  September  29,  to 
DouglBB  (Isle  of  Man)  ma  Fleetwood  (from  Euston  only) 
for  three,  eight,  ten,  fifteen,  or  seventeen  days.  On 
ThBr8da,ys,  July  19,  Aug.  2,  16,  and  30,  and  Fridays, 
Sept.  14  and  23,  to  Dublin,  Achill,  Balliiia,  Bray,  Cork 
tralway,  Greystones,  Kenmare,  KUkee,  Killaloe,  KiUar- 
ney.   Limerick    Listowel,   Navan,  Ovoca,  Rathdrum. 
Roscommon,  Shgo,  Thnries,  Westport,  Wexford,  Wick' 
low,  and  other  places  in  south  and  west  of  Ireland 
returning  withm  sixteen  days.    On  Friday  nights,  July  20! 
Aug.  3,  17,  and  31,  Sept.  14  and  28,  to  Greenore  Belfast 
Ardglass,  Armagh,  Bundoran,  Downpatriok,  Dundalk 
Enmakillen  Londonderry,  Newcastle  (co.  Down),  Newry 
Portruah,  Shgo,  Warrenpoint,  and  other  places  in  north 
of  Ireland,  returning  within  sixteen  days.    To  Carlisle, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Arbroath,  Ayr,  Balloch 
Ballater,   Banff,    Brechm,    Buckie,  Callender,  Castle 
Dougla;S,  Crieff,  Crnden  Bay,  Dufftown,  Dumbarton. 
Dumfries  Dundee,  Dunkeld,  Elgin,  Forfar,  Forres,  Fort 
William,  Gonrock,  Grantown,  Greenock,  Huntley,  Inver- 
ness.  Keith^Kirkcadbnght,  Loch  Awe,  Moffat,  Montrose. 
Nairn  Newton  Stewart,  Obaa,  Peebles,  Perth,  StirHng 
btonehaven,  Stranraer,  Strathpeffer,  Whithorn,  Wigtown 
and  other  places  m  Scotland,  for  four,  ten,  and  sixteen 


NORTH  STAR,  LANGLET. 
FREE  COMPETITION 
The  competition  for   prizes  presented  by  Mr  D 
Pithouse  and  friends  was  a  great  success.    115  anglers 
^?  fJ"^-T,  A*  ^'^^  competition  Mr.  Lavineton, 

ot  the  Buriington  A.S.,  officiated  as  scalesman,  when  the 
foUomng  weighed-in :  First,  Clayton;  second,  Weather- 
IFfl  ^b^iB;  AUan;  fifth,  H.  ChaUon : 

^i^i-V  w        .T^°*k'..^*^P«''*«'i    eighth,  OoUard 
Hubert  Bridge;  eleventh,  Mee ;  twelfth) 

TA?^tJ°^^'^^^^  ^^S-  '^eislied-in  :  Messrs.  Huddlestone, 
Maning,  Mayhew  Rickwood,  Childs,  and  Turmey.  Mr. 
EUis  George  kmdly  collected  for  the  A.B.S.  I  opened 
tTof    *  contained  the  sum  of  £1  7s.  6d.,  for  which 

1  returned  thanks.    The  stewards  were  Messrs.  H.  Lake. 

■  ^*  ^■*.^°'*8e,  P.  Lavington;  and  the  thanks  of  the 
i^  t^i!!'!^^  given  to  those  gentlemen  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  they  conducted  the  competition.. 

J.  W.  Habbis. 


darkness  is  slightly  lifted,  and  they  can  see  the  float 
faintly  above  the  water  surface.  They  see  it,  they  keep 
on  seeing  it,  and  seeing  it  better  as  the  morning  brightens, 
but  it  never  moves— at  least,  by  piscal  touch.  The  sun 
flares  forth  as  it  shows  over  the  trees  on  the  hill  and 
shines  on  everything,  everything  seems  to  brighten,  and 
by  some  innate  means  bids  "good  morning  " — everything 
eave  the  angler,  he  looks  dull,  de.i'ected,  and  tired. 

Going  round  and  asking  the  cheerful  question,  "Had 
any  luck  ?  "  did  not  produce  that  excited,  pleasurable 
expression  which  one  sees  on  an  old  angler's  face  in  the 
country  who  will  hold  up  a  fine  chub  or  a  perch  by  the 
tail  to  show  to  you  in  response  to  your  inquiry.  No  !  It 
rather  made  dejected  looks  look  aU  the  more  dejected. 

It  would  not  be  at  all  unlikely  if  one  of  these  fellows 
who  spend  these  long  hours  in  long  expectation  were 
asked  :  "  Are  there  any  fish  in  these  Highgate  Ponds  ?  " 

He  might  open  his  eyes  and  exclaim  :  "  I've  never  seen 
any  as  come  'art  uv  'em." 

For,  no  fish  go  away,  and  no  fish  come  out  of  the  water 
during  a  whole  morning's  sitting  of  quite  an  army  of  these 

waiters."  "  Take  my  tip,"  a  ^vaiter  is  always  fishing 
after  what  he  can  catch,  and  there  is  not  always  anything 
to  be  caught.    g,  b 


THE  OLADY,  CO.  ANTRIM. 
The  Clady  is  the  principal  tributary  of  the  Siimile- 
water,  one  of  the  many  feeders  of  Lough  Neagh.    It  is  not 
a  large  stream— being  little  more  than  a  mountain  burn — 
yet  under  certain  circumstances  it  gives  surprising  sport. 
Twelve  years  ago  trout  had  practically  disappeared  from 
it  owing  to  pollution  and  poaching.    The  Belfast  Anglers' 
Association  took  the  matter  in  hand,  appointed  a  keeper 
with  such  good  results  that,  although  the  keeper  is  not  now 
maintained  on  the  river,  it  is  well  stocked  with  the  gamest 
of  little  trout— running  three  and  four  to  the  lb.— with  odd 
fish  up  to  lib.,  while  monsters  of  IJlb.  are  not  unknown  in 
the  deeper  holes  and  pools.    Not  long  ago  a  local  angler 
killed  forty  trout  weighing  251b.  on  the  fly,  a  very  respect- 
able basket  it  must  be  admitted.    The  stream  from  its  rise 
at  the  back  of  Dive's  Mountain  till  it  joins  the  Sixmile 
below  Dunadry  village  has  a  course  of  about  seven  miles, 
of  which  the  lower  four  miles  are  the  better.    The  reaches 
between  Dunadry  Bridge  and  Ballytweedy  Weir  are  the 
pick  of  the  water,  and  very  picturesque  in  conformation. 
Unfortunately  a  good  bit  of  the  best  parts  is  unfishable 
from  the  overhanging  trees  and  bushes— even  wading  being 
useless.     '-Dapping"  with  the  natural  fly,  Cowdung, 
Marly,  Oak  Fly,  and  May  Fly  in  these  reaches  often 
accounts  for  a  good  fish  where  casting  is  impossible.  We 
remember  taking  thirteen  nice  ^Ib.  to  Jib.  fish  from 
the  Lynn"  in  this  manner  when  the  river  was  a  mere 
tnckle.    The  "Rock  Pool"  just  below  "the  Lynn"  ia 
one  of  the  best,  and  a  sure  thing  for  a  brace  of  fish. 
Below  Dunadry  Bridge  one  side  is  private,  and  the  other 
thickly  wooded.   The  Clady  fishes  its  best  immediately 
after  a  fresh,  for  owing  to  its  mountain  source  and  swift 
run  it  rapidly  goes  down.     In  flood  bait  fishers  not 
Pioommonly  kill  baskets  of  three  and  four  dozen.  The 
best  killing  flies  are  small  size  linged-up  Hare's  Ear,  Black 
Hackle,  March  Brown,  Oiive  Dun,  Cowdung,  and  Wick- 
ham.    The  Clady  is  reached  from  Belfast  by  taking  the 
B.  and  N.C.R.  to  Dunadry,  and  fish  up.  J.  A.  B. 


"ALL  NIGHT  SITTERS"  AT  HIGHGATE 
PONDS. 

^JfwL'  P?c.KwiCK  made  important  discoveries  with  regard 
to  the  ongm  of  sticklebacks  in  Hampstead  ponds.  Had 
r-^in^  gentleman  been  with  an  "  idler  by  the  way  " 
recently  the  world  at  large  might  have  benefited  by 
newer  and  more  important  theories  as  to  the  origin  of 
bemgs  who  stend  all  mght,  aU  eariy  morning,  holding  a 
rod  over  the  banks  of  Highgate  PoLds-we  might  have 
Su  Mf.ffiS  "°  ^^t^-'ti*"^  of  human  sanity 
But,  as  Mr.  Pickwick  is  unfortunately  long  since 
deceased,  although  always  at  heart  with  ns,^we  wUl  le^^ 
mm  as  we  found  him,  and  pursue  the  angler-or,  hardly 
wi7r=  ^  supposed  to  be  one  who  catches 

o?locTtV.«t^'°'^-  However,  we'll  see.  About  twelve 
Just  aW  ^n^l*^°J°  positions  on  the  banks. 

thlJ^  '"l^'8^t>  l^l^en  most  people  are  snug  in  bed, 
?ositio?.n^*'j;''  '^'^  «P  their' 

hav/r^^if  ^S®  group,  composed  of  three  youngsters,  two 
ont  fW?*  "'^.^®^*'  attendant,  his  duty  bemg  to  deal 
the  w«l  ^""^     ''h^''  8rubs  do  bite"  (Ihich,  by 

we  way,  means  meat  sandwiches  and  a  little  cheese).  By 

Sriw/o?"??^"!-''*' x^u®  ^'  l??wever.  to  be  allowed  the 
o"er  th«  n  ^"^Ti?  of  the  rods 

then  onll?  "f..^^?^^  manner  as  the  others  do,  but 
toXw  h,r  "  .  The  two  elders  are  too  eager 

a.^U  =«l  first  glimmer  of  morning  they  cannot  see  to 
'^S^^^L^K^IJ^^'"         bull's  eye  lantern  smoking 
tags    and  chatting  excitedly  of  the  sport  to  come.  The 


SIEGE  OF  LADYSMITH. 
To  Scrih7ier's  Richard  Harding  Davis  contributes  a 

brilbant  account  of  "  The  Relief  of  Ladysmith."  He 
shows  how  difficult  it  was  for  the  advancing  column  under 

General  Buller  to  make  its  way  through  the  sniTounding 
hills  that  afforded  the  Boers  an  almost  impregnable 
natural  defence,  and  describes  the  stirring  scenes 
attending  the  entrance  into  the  city  of  the  relief  column. 

ihe  illustrations  are  from  photographs  in  the  city  and  of 
the  country  about.  The  officer,  he  says,  who  finally  called 
up  Ladysmith,  is  yoniig  Captain  Cayser,  and  the  story  of 
his  efforts  to  communicate  with  the  besieged  garrison  is  a 
most  creditable  and  curious  one.  For  mAny  days  he 
trudged  up  one  high  hill  after  another  and  flashed  his 
mirror,  but  without  response,  except  from  the  Boers  in 
between.  And  they,  when  he  thought  he  had  "got" 
Ladysmith  on  the  'phone,  would  shook  and  undeceive  him 
by  some  such  pleasantry  as  "  How  do  you  like  our 
pom-poms  ?"  or  "  Go  to  hell."  Not  discouniged,  Captain 
Cayser  continued  to  climbmany  hills,  until  at  last  the  mirror 
of  Ladysmith  winked  back  at  him.  "Whoareyou  Cayser 
asked.  "  I  am  Walker,  of  the  Devons,"  ce.me  back  the 
answer.  But  Captain  Cayser  had  grown  suspicious,  and 
in  order  to  make  quite  sure  who  it  was  with  whom  he  was 
talkmg  he  flashed  back,  "  Find  Captain  Brooks  of  the 
Gordons  and  ask  him  the  name  of  Captain  Cayser's 
country  place  in  Scotland."  A  hurried  search  was  made 
for  Brooks  of  the  Gordons,  and  the  answer  came  back— 

We  are  acquainted  with  the  name  of  your  home  in 
Perthshire."  "  Then  use  it  for  the  code  word,"  Cayser 
commanded,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the  siege  the  name 
of  Cayser's  country  home  was  used  to  send  every  cipher 
message  that  passed  out  of  Ladysmith  over  the  heads  of 
the  Boers.  It  is  further  related  that  when  the  signal 
oflioers  found  Brooks  of  the  Gordons  and  said,  "Captain 
Cayser  has  just  heliographed  in  to  ask  you  to  tell  him  the 
name  of  his  country  house,"  that  officer  remarked,  "  Well, 
Tu-^l'^^^®  thought  Cayser  was  an  ass,  but  I  didn't 
think  he  d  forget  the  name  of  his  own  home."  The 
picture  of  a  gentleman  Jaeliographing  violently  into  a 
beeieged  city  to  find  out  where  he  lived  has  certainly  a 
humorous  side. 


Wotc5  from  tf)e  ^ort^. 

The  annual  congrrcss  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public 
Health  is  in  session  in  Aberdeen  just  now,  and  the  silver 
city  by  the  sea  has  added  to  its  population  (.[/ro  iem.)  about 
1000  experts  in  their  various  departments.  Papers  on 
pollution  and  sewage  are  to  be  read,  and  a  free  discussion 
as  to  its  disposal.   

The  closing  weeks  of  the  netting  season  have  just  been 
entered  upon,  and,  although  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in 
salmon  and  grilse  as  to  numbers,  the  quality  and  weight  of 
the  fish  got  are  on  the  increase. 


Mr.  A.  Walker,  H.M.  Chief-Inspector  for  the  North  of 
Scotland,  at  one  time  a  keen  angler,  and  the  happy  pos- 
sessor of  a  score  of  rods,  was  bewailing  his  hard  fate  the 
other  day  that  since  he  come  north  four  years  ago  he  had 
not  been  able  to  wet  a  fly  for  lack  of  time. 

Trout  angling  continues  to  be  the  only  sport  agoing. 
As  an  old  keeper  put  it  the  other  day,  it  is  so  long  ago 
sines  he  saw  a  salmon,  or  a  grilse  either,  that  he  ia  afraid 
he  would  fail  to  recognise  them  now. 


Stonehaven  has  a  thousand  summer  visitors  just  now.  It 
is  the  favourite  watering  place  on  the  east  coast,  and  ia 
chiefly  patronised  by  Glasgow  merchants  and  Englishmen. 
All  the  angling  streams  round  about  are  free,  but  there  ia 
so  little  of  them,  and  what  there  is  is  whipped  clean.  It 
is  not  an  angling  paradise,  but  for  bay  and  rock  angling 
one  may  go  farther  and  fare  worse. 


The  Loch  Rannoch  fishing  case  was  settled  last  week. 
Sir  Robert  Menziee  applied  for  powers  to  regulate  the 
fishings  on  the  loch.  The  other  proprietors  and  interested 
parties  kicked  against  this  interference,  and  Lord  Stor- 
month  Darling  has  no  cause  to  disturb  the  >itatus  qno. 

The  members  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon  are 
meantime  cruising  in  two  of  the  Fishery  Board's  cruisers 
round  the  Scottish  coast  personally  eximining  the  netting 
stations  at  the  mouths  of  the  various  rivers.  They  left 
Aberdeen  the  other  day  for  the  west  coast.  At  Aberdeen, 
Mr.  Calderwood,  inspector  of  salmon  fisheries,  and  Mr. 
George  Davidson,  Wellwood,  joined  them. 


Mr.  Andrew  Murray,  whose  reminiscences  and  angling 
feats  are  so  modestly  given  from  time  to  time  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  is  the  beau  -  ideal  of  an  angler  and 
gentleman.  He  had  a  run  up  the  Don  the  other  day  and 
killed  a  trout  of  41b.  Of  course  this  was  not  aU  the  fish 
he  had  in  his  basket,  but  it  is  his  record  fish  for  this 
season,  and  got  with  his  last  cast. 

The  herring  fishing,  like  the  grilse  season ,  promises  to  be 
a  poor  one  if  matters  do  not  change  soon.  The  daily 
thunderstorms  have  pliyed  havoc  with  both.  There  has 
not  been  such  a  time  of  wet  and  disagreeable  weather  in 
the  North  for  fifteen  years. 


The  tourist  season  in  the  North  threatens  to  be  clean 
spoiled  with  the  long  spell  of  watery  atmospheric  CDndi- 
tions.  Some  of  the  London  and  Paris  heat  wave  is  sadly 
wanted  to  send  up  the  mercury,  in  more  ways  than  one. 

Special  Scotch. 


School  Books,  DioxieNASiBS,  Ac,  inelnding  Mr.  Jackson's 
Upright  Writing  C»py  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
publislwd  by  Sampson  .Low,  Marston  and  Oo.,  Limited,  St.  Dub- 
etan'B  Honss,  Fetter-lane.  London.   Can  fce  had  en  t^lieatien. 


^rovincfal  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  half  yearly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  Birmingham 
A  rms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on  Thursday  evening  last,  July  26. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the' 
vice-chair.    The  minutes  of  the  committee  meetings  held 
during  the  past  six  months  were  read  and  passed,  after 
which  the  balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report  for  the  half 
year  ending  June  30  was  placed  before  the  meeting.  The 
report  went  to  show  that  seventy-four  clubs  had  members 
connected  with  the  society,  and  that  the  strength  of  the 
Bcciety  was  near  upon  1000  members;  the  total  income 
from  all  sources  amounted  to  £339  9s.  2d. ;  the  grants  to 
members  in  distress  was  ±7  18s. ;  and  the  death  claims 
paid  amounted  to  £36 ;  and  after  the  whole  of  the 
working   expenses   had   been   defrayed,    the   sum  of 
£•265  8g.  lOd.  remained  to  the  credit  of  the  society. 
The  report,  which  was  in  every  detail  satisfactory,  was 
received  and  adopted.    The  profits  from  the  late  contest, 
together  with  the  proceeds  from  the  donation  boxes,  will 
be  added  to  the  amount  already  in  hand,  and  wUl  appear 
on  the  next  balance-sheet.    During  the  meeting  the  death 
of  Mr.  T.  Dowding,  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society,  was 
announced.    At  the  close  of  the  general  meeting  the 
committee  met  to  consider  applications  for  relief.  Since 
forwarding  my  last  notes  a  change  in  the  weather  has 
taken  place  ;  we  have  had  two  heavy  thunderstorms  and  a 
nice  fall  of  rain  on  Wednesday  morning.     This  will 
improve  the  fiishing  for  the  holidays  and  freshen  up  the 
rivers,  which  in  some  instances  began  to  get  low  and  dtale. 
The  river  Avon  is  now  in  splendid  condition,  and  those 
anglers  visiting  this  river  during  the  holidays  should  have 
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a  good  time  of  it.  Bream,  roach,  ohob,  daoe,  and  perch 
are  well  on  the  feed.  Bream  and  roach  are  bitintt  freely 
at  the  stewed  wheat  and  malt.  Some  very  good  catches  of 
the  two  latter  fish  have  been  made  in  the  Stratford  district. 
The  bream  taken  have  run  up  to  between  41b.  and  51b. 
Perch  in  good  numbers  have  also  been  taken  with  the 
minnow  and  worm  from  Stratford  down  to  Tewkesbury. 
Sport  has  been  above  the  average,  and  good  catches  have 
been  the  order  of  the  day.  The  roach  in  the  Trent  have 
been  taking  the  stewed  malt  and  gentles,  but  sport  on  this 
river  has  not  been  half  so  good  ai  on  the  Avon.  The 
Severn  was  getting  very  low  and  fine,  but  the  recent  rains 
have  improved  the  river  to  a  great  extent.  During  the 
holidays  a  large  number  of  our  members  will  be  fishing 
the  upper  reaches  where  the  coarse  fish  are  known  to  exist. 
The  lower  reaches  will  also  be  patronised,  but  the  best 
fishing  will  be  found  above  Shrewsbury.  Some  very 
decent  fish  have  been  taken  below  Lincomb  Weir,  and 
close  to  HampstU  House.  The  canals  near  to  Birming- 
ham have  been  well  patronised,  but  the  fish  have  run  small. 
The  canal  at  Stoke  Golding  is  just  now  worth  a  visit,  as 
the  bream  and  roach  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  well 
on  the  feed.  A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  at  the  Roe  Bock  Hotel, 
Bridge-street,  Warrington,  on  Saturday,  Aug.  11,  next. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Little  rain  has  fallen  in  the  Fen  district  since  my  last 
notes  were  despatched,  and  the  waters,  consequently, 
remain  in  a  very  low  and  bright  condition,  which  consider- 
ably handicaps  the  eSorts  of  anglers,  especially  those 
operating  for  roach.  The  weather,  however,  is  cooler, 
and  there  has  not  been  so  much  glaring  sunshine.  Bream 
fishermen  have  experienced  slightly  better  sport,  but  this 
particular  branch  is  by  no  means  so  good  as  it  was  about 
three  weeks  ago.  Perhaps  the  Dogdyke  lengths  of  the 
Witham,  in  the  Chapel  Hill  district,  are  the  best  suited 
for  bream  fishing.  Here  shoals  of  big  fish  may  be  seen, 
and  many  specimens  weighing  up  to  51b.  apiece  have  been 
captured.  Visitors  to  the  district  continue  very  numerous, 
a  large  percentage  of  whom  continue  to  disport  them- 
selves on  the  Mount  Pleasant,  Bargate,  Hobhole,  and 
other  drains  in  the  Boston  district,  where,  as  elsewhere, 
bream  fishing  has  predominated.  On  the  Forty-foot, 
which  is  a  first-class  roach  stream,  little  has  been  done, 
and  some  rain  is  badly  wanted.  Sportsmen  in  the  Deeping 
district  of  the  Welland  have  done  fairly  well  duiing  the 
past  week,  despite  the  unfavourable  conditions. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT.. 
During  the  past  week  both  the  rivers  Derwent  and  Hull 
have  provided  much  better  sport  than  recently,  both  rivers 
being  in  very  nice  condition,  and  on  Tuesday  Messrs.  G. 
Cheeseman  and  H.  Foulds,  of  Hull,  visited  the  former 
river,  at  Buttercrambe,  and  had  good  sport  amongst  roach, 
chub,  and  perch,  the  best  fish  of  the  day  being  a  perch 
scaling  lib.  12oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  Cheeseman.  Good  sport 
has  also  been  met  with  at  Stamford  Bridge  and  Wressle  ; 
and  the  George  and  Dragon  Angling  Society  fished  a 
match  at  Menthorpe  Perry,  with  very  fair  results,  the  first 
three  prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  G.  Briggs,  G.  Wray, 
and  E.  Breaker;  and  amongst  the  best  fish  caught 
from  the  Derwent  Mr.  W.  Hewson,  of  the  Holder- 
ness  Society,  had  a  bream  of  over  31b. ;  Mr.  E. 
Moore,  a  barbel  of  over  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Briggs,  a  barbel 
of  lib.  12|oz.  Sport  on  the  river  Ancholme  continues  first 
class,  and  several  of  our  local  societies  have  recently  fished 
matches  with  excellent  results.  The  Newington  St. 
George's  fished  theirs  at  Saxby  Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Tate 
weighing-in  121b.  for  first  prize ;  Mr.  T.  Chester, 
111b.  lOoz.  for  second  ;  Mr.  A.  Hebden,  51b.  5oz.  for  third. 
The  Universal  Angling  Association  fished  a  match  at 
Horkstow  Bridge,  resulting  in  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  taking 
first  prize  with  71b.  lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  Fredk.  Phillipson, 
second,  with  61b.  12Joz.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Stocks,  third,  with 
61b.  2^oz.  The  Wednesday  Club  also  fished  a  match  at 
the  same  place,  the  first  prize  winner,  Mr.  S.  King, 
having  71b.  8|oz.  to  his  credit :  Mr.  J.  Lawrence  and  Mr. 
W.  Chapman  taking  next  two,  with  51b.  12Joz.  and 
41b.  6|oz.  respectively.  At  the  Hull  Preservation 
Society's  match,  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  197  anglers  com- 
peted, Messrs.  W.  Cutting,  A.  Gray,  and  T.  Lawson  taking 
first  three  prizes.  Some  good  catches  of  roach  are  now  being 
made  on  the  Hull  at  Dunswell,  Cicey,  Wawne,  and 
Beverley  Beck-end,  and  at  the  latter  place  Mr.  T.  Barber 
has  had  about  a  stone  of  good  roach ;  and  at  Cicey,  on 
Monday,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  took  about  forty  nice  roach 
with  paste,  the  best  fish  running  from  Jib.  to  |lb.  each  ; 
Mr.  Mawe  had  also  a  few  nice  fish  with  the  same  bait,  and 
several  other  anglers  have  had  takes  of  31b.  to  about  51b. 
each,  both  maggots  and  paste  accounting  for  good  fish. 
The  Globe  Angling  Society  fished  their  second  match  of 
the  season  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  T.  Bardsley  securing  the 
first  prize  with  41b.  lOoz.,  Messrs.  J.  Petty  and  R,  Spiuk 
taking  the  next  two  prizes.  The  North  Myton  Angling 
Association  visited  Newport,  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  for  their  second  match,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow 
taking  first  prize  with  41b.  2|az.,  Messrs.  J.  Barnett 
and  R.  Drewery  coming  in  for  the  second  and  third. 
The  Holderness  Association  also  fished  a  match  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal,  resulting  in  Mr.  B.  Sheiismith 
being  first  prize  winner,  with  31b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  G.  Addy, 
second,  with  31b.  ll  joz.,  which  included  a  bream  of  l|lb. ; 
and  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  third,  with  21b.  14|oz.  Since  the 
agreeable  change  in  the  weather  sport  has  improved  on 
most  parts  of  the  canal,  and  several  nice  catches  are  now 
being  made  both  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch.  The  Hull 
and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  will  hold 
their  annual  members'  match  and  challenge  cups  compe- 
titions at  Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the  river  Ancholme,  on 
Monday,  the  steamer  Empress  being  chartered  for  the 
occasion,  and  will  steam  from  the  Victoria  Pier  at  8  a.m. 
The  Universal  Angling  Association  will  also  hold  their 


annual  open  match  and  excursion  to  the  same  place  on 
Monday  (Bank  Holiday),  the  steamer  Her  Majesly  being 
engaged,  and  will  leave  the  HuU  Pier  at  8  a.mi 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Great  preparations  are  in  hind  at  Warrington  for  Bank 
Holiday,  and  several  parties  are  already  organised.  On 
Saturday  last  the  Jolly  Anglers  fished  a  contest  on  the 
S.  U.  Canal  at  Beeston  Castle  with  the  following  result : 
T.  Nock,  lib.  lloz. ;  F.  Shaw,  S.  Thomas,  and  R.  Cook 
tied;  and  H.  Kent;  only  two  competitors  failed  to  catch 
fish.  The  Mersey  A.  A.  distributed  their  valuable  prizes 
on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  F.  J.  Fmson  presiding.  Messrs. 
J.  Hardman,  B.  Gilbert,  and  J.  Boyle  report  good  catches 
of  roach  and  dace  from  the  Gowy  last  week-end.  The 
Clifton  Arms  Angling  Society,  Pendlebury,  fished  a  match 
at  Astley  on  Saturday  last  in  the  Bridgewater  Canal.  The 
sport  was  very  fair  ;  fourteen  members  competed,  and  all 
took  fish,  the  winner  14oz  7dr.  and  the  fourteenth  4oz.  8dr. 
The  following  are  the  winners  :  Messrs.  T,  Kenyon,  sen., 
T.  Kenyon,  jun..  G.  Haywood,  J.  Gratton,  Wm.  Wolsten- 
croft,  H.  Fort,  C.  Wolstencroft,  R  Wallwork,  T.  Welsh, 
W.  Wolstencroft,  J.  Darbyshire,  G'  Forster,  S.  Wolsten- 
holme,  and  G.  Rowley.  The  second  outing  of  the 
St.  Helens  anglers  took  place  to  Little  Budworth 
Mere,  and  proved  very  enjoyable.  Five  prizes  were 
offered,  not  exactly  for  their  worth,  but  to  have  a 
definite  object  to  fish  for.  They  were  awarded  for 
good  weights  to  Messrs.  J.  Johnson,  P.  Ball  and  J. 
Gerrard  (tied),  S.  Kay,  and  R.  West.  It  is  proposed  to 
have  the  next  outing  to  Windermere.  The  Rev.  S. 
McCrirrick  and  friends  from  Farnworth,  fishing  the  Nith, 
Euchan,  and  Crawick,  are  obtaining  good  sport.  Sei 
trout  are  plentiful,  and  so  are  ordinary  trout.  Thirty  for 
one  day  is  good.  jGight  sea  trout  weighed  211b.  At  the 
same  place,  Sanquhar,  Rev.  Mr.  Ackworth  took  a  salmon, 
on  the  28th,  16Ib.,  and  another,  191b.,  a  few  days  earlier. 
The  recent  visit  of  the  commissioners  happened  at  a  most 
opportune  time.  They  found  the  Lnne  very  low  at  its 
estuary,  and  consequently  the  full  effect  of  the  pollution 
was  seen.  Hope  they  enjoyed  themselves.  In  the 
lower  reaches  angling  is  impossible,  as  the  great 
amount  of  green  slime  fouls  the  hook.  In  the 
higher  reaches  several  decent  catches  have  been 
made,  but  a  good  freshet  is  very  badly  needed. 
Reports  from  the  Ribble  and  Wyre  are  uninteresting,  and 
certainly  are  not  fishing  in  a  good  and  satisfactory  manner. 
The  Liverpool  clubs  and  associations  are  in  full  swing. 
The  West  Derby,  Centrals,  Nelson,  and  Cyprus  Societies 
have  quite  recently  been  disposing  of  items  of  their 
summer's  progratame.  It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  the 
Farnworth  Association  is  going  strong,  and  accomplishing 
some  good  work  for  the  members.  During  August  we  are 
to  have  two  open  events  in  the  Worsley  Canal — me  at 
Astley  and  the  other  at  Leigh,  both  private  ventures  of 
enthusiastic  fishermen. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  County  Palatine  Anglers'  Association  held  a  special 
delegate  meeting  at  headquarters  on  July  26,  when  thirty- 
eight  clubs  were  represented.  As  a  result  of  the  con- 
ference with  a  deputation  from  the  Macclesfield  Anglers' 
Association,  it  has  been  agreed  that  members  of  the 
CP. A. A.  can  fish  in  their  length  from  Macclesfield  to 
Bosley  (seven  miles),  and  the  Macclesfield  anglers 
can  fish  in  the  CP. A. A.  portion  of  the  same  canal. 
An  anglers'  ticket  has  been  granted  to  North 
Rode  Station,  and  more  concessions  are  expected. 
It  was  resolved  to  hold  a  championship  competition  on 
Sept.  8.  The  West  Gorton  A.S.  was  admitted  to  member- 
ship. The  secretary  reports  a  great  quantity  of  small  fish 
in  the  Irlam  waters,  which  proves  that  their  stock  fish  must 
have  multiplied.  He  further  reports  the  capture  of  several 
nice  roach  and  tench  from  these  waters.  The  Buckland 
A.S.  fished  their  first  match  in  the  Poynton  Canal,  and 
disposed  of  their  prizes  as  follows :  Messrs.  F.  Bibby, 
5oz.  13drms.  j  H.  Longman,  5oz,  IJdrms. ;  W.  Johnson, 
4dz.  8drms. ;  W.  Bibby,  2oz.  lOdrms.  j  J.  Johnson, 
13drms. ;  A  Booth  and  J.  Mather  tied  for  the  sixth  prize 
with  lldrms.  The  Urmston  and  Plixton  anglers  have 
postponed  their  visit  to  Chester  from  Aug.  6  to  the  18th. 
The  Clayton  Ramblers  are  arranging  for  a  visit  to 
Althorpe,  and  are  making  every  effort  to  secure  the 
greatest  comfort  en  route.  The  second  three  days' 
stage  of  the  championship  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials 
was  fished  last  week-end,  the  results  being  highly 
satisfactory.  The  canal  at  Broken  Cross  was  the 
water  visited.  All  had  good  catches,  the  first  six 
varying  from  lib.  9oz.  down  to  lib.  Every  member 
caught  fish.  In  order  of  merit  the  following  are  nlaced 
first  six :  Messrs.  A.  Hutchinson,  F.  Garner,  J.  Young, 
W.  Arnold,  and  P.  Stanton  and  W.  Taylor  tied.  The 
final  stage  is  fixed  for  Aug.  25,  26,  and  27,  in  the  same 
canal.  Mr.  R.  Brown,  of  the  Hnlme  Ellesmere  A.S.,  and 
Messrs.  W.  Casey  and  J.  Clough,  in  a  few  hours  at  Dog- 
dyke,  had  some  nice  fish,  mostly  roach.  The  bream  are 
now  on,  and  heavy  catches  are  being  made — one  over  801b. 
The  Derby  A.S.  had  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  six 
prizes  on  July  29,  at  Waverton.  They  were  awarded  to 
Messrs.  R.  Haydock,  T.  Robinson,  J.  Wright,  J.  Walker, 
T.  Daniels,  and  E.  Jackson.  Next  Saturday,  Aug.  11,  the 
ninth  annual  championship  competition  of  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery  will  be  decided.  Entries  close  on  the  6th, 
but  those  arriving  on  the  8th  will  be  accepted  if  they 
arrive  before  noon.  The  prizes  are  the  usual  champion- 
ship medals  and  £20  in  cash.  It  is  expected  that  the  entry 
will  be  of  about  the  usual  dimensions. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  is  now  good  everywhere  in  this  county,  the  fishing 
on  the  Yare  having  improved  very  much  during  the  past 
week.  Some  good  catches  of  bream  and  roach  have  been 
obtained  on  this  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Brundall  and 


Buckenham,  and  some  of  the  fish  canght  have  been  very 
good  ones.  On  the  Bure  sport  continues  good  ;  one  party 
of  two  rods  had  701b.  of  bream  on  July  29.  On  Thurfdiy 
last  Messrs.  A.  J.  and  H.  G.  Rudd,  of  Norwich,  had  501b. 
of  bream,  at  Horning.  Waters  are  all  in  capital  order, 
and,  with  the  fine  weather  we  are  having,  good  sport 
should  be  obtained  during  the  holidays. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Welcome  rains  have  fallen,  and  on  Wednesday  the  ^ 
Trent  rose  nearly  a  foot.    Barbel  fishing  has  improved, 
and  prospects  for  Bank  Holiday  seem  all  that  could  be 
desired.    Certainly  the  rains  have  lessened  or  cheapened 
the  price  of  lobworms.    At  Sbardlow,  Mr.  8.  Wallis,  of 
the  Wellington  Society,  has  caught,  amongst  other  barbel, 
a  very  handsome  fish  of  7ilb. ;  Mr.  E  Bayley  has  taken,  ' 
for  the  week,  thirty,  at  Wilford ;  and  below,  Mr.  H. 
Briggs  has  landed  twenty-six.    Roach  fishing  at  Cavendish 
Bridge  has  produced  splendid  returns  to  creed  wheat, 
amongst  others  excelling  being  Mr.  W.  R.  Ellis,  Mr.  W.  ' 
Gregory,  and  Mr.  Hughes  ;  Mr.  Lewis  and  sons  have  also  ' 
scored  liberally ;  whilst  to  gentles,  Mr.  R.  S.  Shaw  has 
had  301b.  of  chub.    The  wasp  grub  is  on  the  market,  and 
experts  using  a  bunch  at  Clifton  in  the  streams  have 
returned  with  heavy  baskets.    Pressure  is  to  be  placed  on 
the  Southwell  Urban  _ authority  for  the  poisoning  of  a  " 
large  number  of  trout  in  the  Greet,  on  which,  last  Thurs- 
day,  to  fly,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hodson,  of  the  London  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  creeled  a  brace  and  a  half  of  beanties. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  variable  weather  we  have  been  experiencing  has 
rather  spoiled  angling,  but  taking  all  circumstances  into 
consideration,  fairly  good  sport  has  been  obtained.  The 
latter  remark  applies  only  to  coarse  fish,  for  trout  anglers 
have  done  very  poorly  indeed.  Take,  for  instance.  Dam 
Flask,  which  has  more  than  once  been  mentioned  as  our 
best  local  water.  It  has  been  most  persistently  fished, 
but  only  here  and  there  have  any  results  been  obtained, 
and  then  the  catches  have  been  very  small  indeed,  a  brace 
standing  out  as^  very  good  catch.  As  regards  coarse 
fishing,  Bardney,  below  Lincoln,  stands  out  prominent, 
the  Witham  having  supplied  some  good  baskets  rnnning 
up  to  301b.  apiece,  principally  bream.  These  have 
been  caught  with  the  maggot,  and  the  weight  of 
individual  fish  has  not  exceeded  31b.  Mount 
Pleasant  drain  and  the  waters  in  that  district  are 
very  quiet.  In  the  Trent,  at  Laneham  and  Dunham, 
bream  and  roach  have  been  feeding  fairly  well,  though  the 
specimens  basketed  have  not  been  of  large  size,  roath  of 
lib.  weight  being  excentions.  Old  Leake,  some  twelve 
miles  the  other  side  of  Boston,  has  provided  sport  among 
medium-sized  bream,  some  baskets  coming  up  to  251b. 
The  canal  at  Keadby  has  also  done  well,  particularly  in 
the  basin,  where  there  are  some  remarkably  good  fish.  In 
nearly  every  case  maggots  and  creed  wheat  have  bsen 
used.  Owing  to  the  holidays  next  week  anglers  have  not 
gone  far  afield,  and  there  is  really  nothing  to  report  of 
Wisbech  and  other  distant  districts. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  changeable  this  week,  some 
days  excessively  bright  and  hot,  others  cloudy,  with  a  nice 
cool  breeze  blowing.    On  Friday  and  Sunday  the  district 
was  visited  with  very  heavy  tempest  and  heavy  rain  and 
hail,  which  did  much  damage,  and  among  the  livestock 
loss  of  life.    This  (Wednesday)  morning  we  have  had  a 
glorious  rain,  and  should  benefit  the  earth  and  the 
streams,  most  of  the  water  being  very  low  indeed. 
Anglers  have  been  very  busy,  and  sport  has  been  good  in  .« 
all  the  streams  but  the  Severn.   In  this  river  a  good  dish  I 
of  fish  has  been  the  exception ;  they  have  been  wanting  -j 
both  in  number  and  size.   Two  expert  anglers,  Messrs.  7 

E.  D.  Davies  and  J.  Jones,  fished  some  of  the  best  waters  - 
for  coarse  fish  to  be  found  in  the  river  on  Tuesday ;  their 
take  was  fair  in  numbers,  but  deficient  in  size.  This  is  the 
case  all  along  the  river.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had  in 
the  Teme  with  the  fly  and  maggot,  and  some  nice  baskets  | 
of  trout  and  grayling,  and  some  grand  dace,  have  been  ^ 
caught,  and  I  heard  of  Mr.  Sid  James,  of  the  St.  John's  i 
Club,  having  a  nice  basket  of  chub  caught  with  the  1 
natural  bluebottle  fly,  among  them  one  fine  specimen 
31b.  14Joz.  in  weight.  In  the  Avon,  on  Saturday, 
Messrs.  Monkland  and  Creese,  of  the  Working  Men's  Clnb, 
had  capital  sport.  Mohkland  had  a  catch  of  roach  and 
bream,  weighing  231b. ;  Creese,  over  121b.  of  roach  ;  and 
on  July  29,  at  Eckington,  Mr.  E.  Sandford,  of  Upton-on- 
Severn,  caught  five  large  bream  with  paste,  besides  roach 
and  an  eel ;  and  Messrs.  Hartland  and  Holder  had  good 
SDort  at  Pershore.  On  Thursday  last  the  Izaak  Walton 
Club  had  their  annual  outing  on  the  Teme,  at  Shelsley, 
and  had  capital  sport.  There  were  a  lot  of  prizes  to  fish 
for,  and  they  were  all  won — and  won  well — a  fine  lot  of 
fish  being  weighed-in.  The  York  House  Club  had  their 
third  competition  in  the  Lower  Teme,  on  the  water  of  the 
City  Club,  on  Saturday  afternoon  last.  There  was  a  good 
muster  of  members,  but  sport  was  very  slow  indeed,  the 
winner's  take  being  under  21b.  •  Mr.  Alfd.  Elt  was  first ; 
H.  Hayes,  second;  and  J.  Badsay,  third.  It  was  a  three 
hours'  pegged-dowB  competition,  which  is  a  great  mistake 
in  a  river  like  the  Teme.  The  Good  Intent  and  Crown 
Inn  Clubs  both  had  a  competition  at  Pershore  on  July  29, 
and  the  event  will  be  remembered  by  the  contestants 
for  some  years  to  come,  for  part  of  the  contest  was  fished 
in  a  violent  thunderstorm,  which  wet  them  to  the  skin, 
and  turned  the  roads  in  the  neighbourhood  into  veritable 
rivers.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  take  of  fish  was  not 
what  it  would  have  been.  The  winners  in  the  Good 
Intent  Club  were:  H.  Tyler,  first,  with  31b.  12oz. ; 

J.  Sier,  second,  21b.  llioz. ;  J.  Minton,  third  j  and  W. 
Blissett,  fourth.    In  the  Crown  Club  B.  Yapp  was  first ; 

F.  Champkins,  second;  T.  Osborne,  third.  They  were 
both  pegged-down  contests,  of  three  hours'  duration. 
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Since  I  commenced  these  notes,  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  W. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Kelsall,  have  just  returned  from  fishing 
the  Avon,  near  Twyning  Fleet,  with  a  take  of  sixteen  bream 
between  them,  the  three  largest  weighing  131b.  loz 
Total  weight,  28ib.  12Joz.    Wheat  and  paste  both  killing 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  second  match  of  the  season  under  the  aospioes  of 
the  Fulford  Angling  Club  came  off  recently  in  the 
Derwent,  by  permission  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Chance,  on  the 
Skirpenbeck  Farm,  near  Buttercrambe.  The  weather  was 
intensely  hot,  sport  wae  slow,  and  the  catch  all 
round  was  small.  The  lead  was  taken  by  E.  Taylor, 
21b.  lOJoz. ;  T.  Coop,  21b.  3Joz.,  being  second;  and 
E.  Staines,  lib.  14ioz.,  third.  The  comoetitors  num- 
bered twenty-one.  Last  Saturday  the  Torlcshire 
Herald  A.S.  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season 
in  the  same  waters.  There  were  not  so  many 
members  present  as  usual,  twenty-one  places  being  staked 
out.  Though  low  in  places,  the  water  was  in  good  con- 
dition generally.  Mixed  baskets  of  pike,  roach,  dace, 
gudgeon,  eels,  and  peroh  were  secured.  The  largest  catch', 
of  31b.  2Joz.,  was  made  by  E.  Taylor;  second,  J.  Robson, 
21b.  ejoz. ;  third,  J.  Armitage,  lib.  13oz.  The  party  were 
hospitably  entertained  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson 
Skirpenbeck  Farm.  The  York  Confectionery  Com- 
pany's A.0.  went  to  Stamford  Bridge  for  their 
second  match,  when  there  were  seventeen  com- 
petitors for  the  eight  money  prizes.  The  catches  were 
fairly  good,  J.  Deighton  leading  with  21b.  4ioz.  The 
members  of  the  St.  Nicholas  (York)  A. A.  visited  West 
Cottingwith  for  their  first  match.  At  the  weigh-in,  after  a 
pleasant  day,  W.  Hill  was  first  with  31b.  6Joz.  The 
Lendal  Bridge  A.S.  fished  the  Ulleskelf  waters  on  the 
occasion  of  their  second  match,  and  had  slow  sport ; 
H.  Xioholeon's  catch  was  the  best.  The  state  of  the 
fishing  streams  generally  is  not  favourable  to  successful 
angling,  although  rain  has  not  been  absent.  The  rivers 
have  run  low  and  clear,  and  fish  are  bad  to  catch.  The 
condition  of  the  Ouse  is  fairly  good,  and  anglers  have  not 
done  amiss  with  roach,  bream,  and  barbel.  Fine  roach 
are  also  obtainable  on  the  Foss  in  a  few  places  where  the 
weeds  are  absent. 


[We  do  not  hold  cyurselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  ov/r  Correspondents.] 

SILK  LINES  AT  THE  PARIS  EXHIBITION. 

My  Deae  Maeston,— a  thousand  thanks  for  the  flies ; 
they  look  vfry  "  fetching,"  and  I  hope  will  prove  so. 

What  do  you  think  of  the  inclosed  samples  of  silk  lines  ^ 
They  are  from  the  Paris  Exhibition,  from  a  large  French 
firm,  "La  Sole."  The  mmnfacturers  claim  that,  by  a 
new  and  special  dressing,  they  obtain  very  great  strength, 
combined  with  transparence  and  little  show  in  the  water! 
They  certainly  are  very  strong.  The  blueish  sample 
might  almost  be  used  instead  of  the  twisted  gut  "  lash  " 
between  the  reel  line  and  the  fly  cast  in  Silmon  fishing 
while  this,  or  a  trifle  thicker,  might  do  for  snoodings  on 
hooks  for  cod,  &o.  And  how  about  the  finest  of  all  for 
roach  ?  Or  the  next  finest  for  trout  ?  The  only  objection 
I  find  is  that  the  harshness  of  the  dressing  makes  the  line 
a  bit  "  jumpy  "  on  the  reel,  and  it  wants  careful  and  tight 
winding.  I  do  not  think  it  would  make  a  good  fly  line  — 
Yours  very  faithfuUy,  Chas.  A.  Patton*. 

Calais,  July  31. 

[The  samples  Mr.  Payton  kindly  sends  are  very  nice. 
If  the  French  manufacturers  had  not  claimed  that  the 
dressing  was  "  new  and  spf  cial,"  we  should  have  said  that 
it  was  at  least  as  old  as  this  Nineteenth  Century,  and  that 
the  sampks  were  nothing  but  what  has  been  known  in  the 
English  fishing  tackle  trade  as  "China  Twist"  (though 
we  notice  one  sample  is  plaited).  The  dressing  has  the 
same  stiff  character,  and  breaks  where  the  line  kinks.  As 

Sarcelle"  points  out,  the  harsh  wire-like  nature  of  the 
Ime  is  objectionable.  We  hope  Mr.  Payton  will  try  it  in 
sea  fishing  when  he  returns  from  Norway,  where  we  trust 
he  is  going  to  have  the  reward  of  a  good  sportsman.— Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sie,— I  wish  most  distinctly  to  disassociate  my. 
f?c       ,  wholesale  condemnations  indulged  in  by 

Senex ' '  against  the  cost  of  Irish  trout  and  salmon  anglin  o-. 
My  letter  was  prompted  by  a  desire  to  save  some  fellow 
angler  from  spoiling  his  holiday  by  going  to  the  vyrong 
place.  I  have  fished  in  Ireland  regularly  for  the  past 
ntteen  or  sixteen  years,  and  I  have  always  been  keen  on 
salmon,  white  trout,  and  big  brown  trout.  That  I  have 
on  many  occasions  gone  to  the  wrong  places,  and  paid 
dearly  for  my  mistakes,  makes  me  the  more  anxious  to 
Mve  others  from  similar  experiences.  Speaking  broadly, 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  reasonably  good  sea  trout  and 
occasional  salmon  fishing  obtainable  in  Ireland  at  less  than 
Al  per  day,  inclusive.  This  is  the  lowest  sum  at  which  a 
man  ein  reasonably  expect  to  get  anything  in  the  shape  of 
such  sport  for.  By  this  estimate  of  £7  per  week  of  seven 
vuc    ^  ?^  ^^'^        "'""^y  keep,  and  the  other 

TTi.  ?r  °*  personal  expenses.  If  yon  go  to  some 
ot  the  May  Fly  lakes  when  the  rush  is  on  you  may  spend 
±10  a  week  without  getting  very  much  for  your  money. 
At  least,  I  know  this  to  be  the  case  at  Mullingar,  on  the 
Westmeath  Lakes.  I  am  by  no  means  addicted  to 
grnmbbng  at  the  cost  of  sport— provided  I  get  it.  Those 
Who  know  me  wiU  admit  that  I  err  on  the  side  of 
prodigaUty  m  angling  matters,  but  I  do  detest  wasting  any 
part  of  my  angling  holidays  in  reponse  to  misrepresenta- 
tions about  the  fishing  reBouroes  of  places  strange  to  me. 


I  have  fished  in  Ireland  so  long  that  I  know  a 
good  many  places  whii;h  have  not  yet  been  exploited 
by  those  spjilers  of  sport  who  possess  more  money 
than  brains  But  I  share  the  common  weakness  of  my 
craft,  and  I  therefore  explore  new  districts  from  time  to 
time,  and  pay  the  penalty  for  so  doing.  "  Senex  "  is,  no 
doubt,  right  as  to  the  excessive  costliness  of  angling 
through  the  "Wild  West"  of  Ireland,  from  Westmeath 
to  Galway ;  but  he  omits  the  fine  free  fishing  of  Lough 
Corrib  at  Onghterard,  which  is  hard  to  beat  in  Ireland 
and  certainly  cannot  be  matched  in  Scotland  either  for 
sport  or  cheapness.  Lough  Mask,  again,  is  another  fine 
sheet  of  free  water,  above  Lough  Corrib,  and  the  cost  of 
bed,  board,  and  boat  on  the  banks  of  these  beautiful  lakes 
is  exceedingly  cheap.  I  have  but  just  returned  from  these 
places,  so  am  writing  from  my  recent  personal  experiences. 
I  made  the  RaUway  Hotel,  Oughterard,  my  quarters  for 
Corrib— close  to  the  water — and  was  never  better  or  more 
cheaply  provided  for  in  Ireland  or  anywhere  else.  Lough 
Corrib  contains  salmon,  fine  trout,  mighty  pike,  and  large 
perchj  and  the  Oughterard  end  of  the  lake  is  exceedingly 
beautiful,  being  thickly  studded  with  islands.  Again,  the 
river  Moy,  at  Ballina,  with  Lough  Conn  at  its  head, 
affords  some  of  the  best  free  salmon,  trout,  and  pike 
fishing  in  Ireland.  As  to  the  charges  for  bed,  board,  and 
boat,  "  Senex"  would  need  be  a  fine  old  crusted  grumbler 
if  he  or  anyone  else  objected  to  the  tariff  charged  me  by 
Host  Flynn,  of  the  Imperial,  at  Ballina.— Yours.  &c., 
Bromley,  Kent.    C.  W.  Gedney. 

Dear  Sir,—"  Senex  "  has  not  visited  our  side  of  the 
country  or  he  would  have  made  up  his  mind  where  to  go. 
The  charges  there  are  very  moderate.    There  are  two 
hotels  in  the  village,  the  Bay  View  and  the  Butler's  Arms 
on  the  seashore,  and  with  one  of  Malloch's  reversible 
drums  and  David  Slater's  spinning  rod  you  could  fish  from 
the  bedroom  windows  on  the  sea,  but  catching  anything 
more  than  a  good  appetite  I  will  not  guarantee.  How- 
ever, I  think  Mr.  Enright  would  not  have  much  trouble 
in  getting  some  fresh  fish  the  way  he  has  been  throwing 
those  long  lines  lately.    I  am  myself  no  lover  of  sea 
fishing,  and  I  leave  those  anglers  to  rig  themselves  up  the 
best  way  possible,  but  aU  the  couYeniences  are  at  hand, 
and  moderate  charges  for  boat  and  men.    You  can  have 
boat  and  two  men  for  2  guineas  a  week.    This  does  not 
include  the  men's  lunch,  as  I  do  not  know  what  the  hotels 
charge,  but  they  have  a  fixed  price,  and  no  over  charges ; 
also  boats  can  be  had  by  the  day,  or  boat  and  one  man 
can  be  had  if  required.    If  you  do  not  care  to  stay  at 
the  hotels  you  can  get  accommodation  and  moderate 
terms  at  the  Anglers'  Rest  and  other  houses  in  the  village. 
Tim  McCarthy  would  be  glad  to  give  any  particulars 
required.    There  is  free  fishing  to  anglers  staying  at  those 
hotels  in  the  upper  lakes,  which  are  about  eight  miles 
distant  from  Waterville,  but  you  require  a  car  to  go  there, 
and  there  are  fixed  prices  also  for  that,  but  the  fishing  is 
free  on  the  whole.   When  you  oome  to  look  at  the  matter, 
and  when  one  of  the  hotel  proprietors  pays  £160  a  year  to 
give  free  fishing  and  shooting  to  visitors,  you  may  judge 
some  decent  sport  is  to  be  had  at  times  according  to 
the  weather.    Fishing  on  Waterville  Lake  is  free,  and  only 
five  minutes'  walk  from  either  of  the  two  hotels.    There  is 
also  another  hotel  on  the  lake  shore,  but  no  private  lakes 
attached  to  it.    However,  tickets  can  be  had  now  and 
again  on  application  to  Tim  McCaetht. 

P-S. — This  is  the  best  season  we  have  had  for  years  past 
for  sea  trout,  but  at  present  the  weather  is  not  suitable  for 
angling.   

Sib,— I  see  a  letter  signed  "  Senex"  in  Fishing  Gazette 
of  28rh  inst.  The  writer  makes  serious  complaint  of 
excessive  charges  boatmen,  &c.  Such  may  be  the  fact  as 
regards  that  Iccility,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  should  it  be 
true. 

I  consider  it  is  hardly  fair  to  put  down  all  fishing 
qnarters  in  Ireland  on  account  of  Leenane,  or  to  say  that 
all  Irish  boatmen  are  so  indolent  and  so  far  behind  the 
Scotch  boatmen. 

I  think  this  charge  cannot  apply  to  the  generality  of 
Irish  boatmen,  and  I  have  over  and  over  again  heard 
English  and  Scotch  gentlemen  say  that  their  Irish  boat- 
men _  were  far  superior,  keener  fishermen,  and  more 
obliging  than  those  across  the  water.  I  have  no  doubt, 
Mr.  Editor,  but  this  matter  will  be  discussed  thoroughly 
in  the  columns  of  Fishing  Gazette. 

Now,  "Senex"  says  it  cost  double  the^mount  to  fish 
m  Ireland  than  in  Scotland. 

I  beg  to  draw  his  attention  to  my  advertisement  in 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  supply  a  boat,  two  good  men,  supply 
lunch,  give  board,  &c.,  all  for  £3  lOs.  per  week.  I  would 
ask  "Senex"  to  say  has  he  ever  got  in  Scotland  more 
reasonable  terms  ? 

I  consider  in  justice  to  myself  I  am  bound  to  place  these 
facts  before  the  readers  of  your  valuable  paper.— Yours 
tr^y.  P.  Healy 

The  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon, 

Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllin. 


rod,  cast  a  pair  of  flies,  and  I  can  get  him  the  fish.  Your 
other  correspondent,  "  H.,"  whose  letter  is  on  page  79, 
same  issue,  evidently  knows  something  of  Boyle  and  its 
fishing.  Now,  the  best  time  to  visit  Boyle  is  end  of  March 
and  first  two  weeks  in  April,  and  from  10th  to  end  of 
September.  We  never  had  more  fish  in  our  lakes  than 
now.  So  any  gentleman  anxious  to  get  some  big  ones, 
by  placing  himself  in  my  hands  for  a  trial,  I 
will  back  him  to  have  better  sport  than  he  ever 
had  in  Ireland,  or  perhape  Scotland.  I  do  not 
consider  it  fair  to  any  district  for  gentlemen,  who 
can  only  take  holidays  at  a  certain  time  of  year,  when 
they  return,  to  say,  "  Oh !  that  place  is  no  good,"  just 
becanea  they  could  not  come  at  the  right  time.  It  may 
seem  strange  why  our  lakes  here,  so  full  of  trout  as  they 
are,  do  not  give  sport  all  the  year  round.  But  the  facts 
are  these.  The  spring  fishing  is  good  until  the  trout  com- 
mences to  feed  on  the  larva  of  the  May  Fly,  which  is  end 
of  April  to  middle  of  May.  The  May  Fly  fishing  then 
comes  on  and  lasts  until  middle  of  June,  after  which  the 
fish  are  all  "  off  "  for  a  week  or  two.  Then  commences  a 
growth  of  a  particular  weed  we  have  in  our  lakes,  and  with 
this  there  comes  up  great  quantities  of  small,  round 
erustaceauB  with  little  snail-like  inside.  Its  proper  name 
I  regret,  I  do  not  know.  The  trout  fe<.d  very  freely  on 
this,  as  whoever  is  fortunate  enough  to  get  cue  of  our  big 
trout  during  July  or  August  will  find  him  muite  full  of 
such  shells.  This  weed  dies  off  end  of  August  and  early 
in  September,  which  leaves  the  fish  to  look  for  someth'ng 
else  in  September  and  remaining  portion  of  year,  anU 
which  is  the  only  way  I  can  account  for  end  of  September 
to  become  a  really  good  fishing  time  with  the  artificials. 
Any  other  information  any  of  your  readers  may  require  I 
shall  be  always  happy  to  supply. — Yours  truly, 
Boyle,  Ireland.    G.  Tayloe. 

Deae  Sir,— If  "  Warrant "  wants  really  good  pike  and 
other  coarse  fishing  the  Shannon  and  Lough  Derg,  at 
Killaloe,  is  the  ground  for  him. 

As  you  will  see  by  my  report  in  this  week's  Fishing 
Gazette,  two  EngliBh  gentlemen  who  arrived  here  on 
Tuesday,  went  out  on  the  lake  the  following  day 
caught  a  pike  of  201b.,  and  several  other  good  fish ;  ani 
two  or  three  weeks  ago  my  angling  report  contained  an 
account  of  another  201b.  pike. 

And  now  kindly  allow  me,  vrith  your  accustomed 
courtesy,  to  quote  a  short  paragraph  from  a  letter  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  18,  1899,  from 
the  pen  of  that  genial  and  accomplished  English  sports- 
man, Mr.  Richard  Hope,  Eosebourne,  Maidenhead,  on  the 
subject  of  the  fishing  to  be  had  here  :  "  KiUaloe  seems  a 
particularly  fortunate  spot,  for  my  dining-room  contains 
such  pretty  picttirea  as  a  261b.  and  201b.  pike,  caught 
there  in  one  day,  and  a  141b.  trout  taken  in  February. 
This  was  my  first  vbit.  Then,  in  June,  I  bagged  120 
trout  and  six  fine  grilse  on  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley's  water  within 
a  week.  Now,  my  last  journey  we  get  the  grand  lot  of 
ruddy  roach,  so  that  I,  for  one,  consider  the  lovely  spot 
aptly  naned  a  '  Paradise  for  Anglers.'  " 

In  another  paragraph  Mr.  Hope  says  that  "  the  grand 
lot  of  roach  "  numbered  159,  and  weighed  not  far  short  of 
2c wt.,  all  taken  in  two  days. 

If  "  Warrant,"  or  any  other  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  will  write  to  me,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  furnish 
him  with  farther  particulars  as  to  quarters,  expenses, 
route  from  England  or  Scotland,  &c.— Yours  faithfuUy, 
Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  S.  J.  Hueley. 

Ireland. 

THE  68i,B.  SALMON. 
Deae  Sie,— In  your  issue  of  July  28  I  note  a  com- 
municition  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  with  reference  to  my 
letter  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  June  23. 

We  are  all  indebted  to  Mr.  Hardy  for  assisting  us  to  re- 
establish the  fact  that  the  weight  of  the  big  salmon  taken 
by  Mr.  W.  Kennedy  in  the  Adra  in  1894  was  681b.,  as 
ascertained  by  weighing  and  attested  by  witnesses. 

To  quote  the  concluding  paragraph  of  my  last  letter,  "  I 
think  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that,  interesting  as  the 
post-mortem  growth  of  fish  undoubtedly  is,  record  of  the 
mortal  weight  of  phenomenal  specimens  should  be  care- 
fully preserved."— I  am,  &c.,  Boxwood. 


Deae  Sie, — As  a  practical  angler,  and  one  living  in  the 
best  district  in  Ireland  for  brown  trout  fishing,  I  must 
give  your  correspondent  "Senex"  a  little  information 
regarding  our  lakes,  best  time  to  fish  them,  charges,  &c. 
Now,  I  quite  agree  with  him  as  regards  chajrges  in  some 
parts  of  Ireland,  but  the  angler  who  can  have  board, 
lodging,  boat  and  man,  and  the  best  trout  fishing  in  Ireland 
for  £3  per  week,  without  any  salmon  licence  to  be  taken 
out,  I  think,  to  complain  of  this  he  would  not  be  much  of 
a  sportsman.  No  doubt  there  are  a  tremendous  lot  of 
gentlemen  come  here  in  the  May  Fly  season,  and  runs 
prices  up  a  bit.  This  I  do  not  consider  fishing.  It  is 
more  like  a  boy  with  a  worm,  waiting  for  a  bob  at  his 
cork.    Get  me  the  gentleman  who  can  use  a  14ft.  or  loft. 


ANOTHER  68lb.  SALMON. 
Recced  Measueements. 
Deae  Sib,— Referring  to  measurements  of  big  salmon 
in  last  week's  F.  G.  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
received  from  one  of  our  customers  may  interest  your 
readers : 

"  I  was  most  snccessfnl  with  the  salmon  spinning  rod 
(15ft.)  you  sent  me  in  1899.  Last  July,  in  British 
Columbia,  on  one  river  my  twelve  best  fish  averaged  521b., 
the  biggest  of  which  was  681b.  His  length  was  52Jin. ; 
girth,  33Hn. ;  bigger  measurements  than  the  record  which 
was  killed  on  the  same  river  in  1895.  I  killed  220  salmon 
on  that  rod." — Yours  truly, 
Castleoonnell.  John  Enright  and  Son. 
N.B.— The  fish  referred  to  as  being  killed  in  1895 
weighed  701b.   

"  DEATH  TO  SPORT !" 
Sir,— Will  you  kindly  grant  me  space  for  a  letter  I  am 
also  sending  to  two  or  three  other  representative  journals 
Our  field  sports  and  angling  are  in  danger  of  being  not 
only  seriously  interfered  with,  but  practically  abolished  if 
some  of  our  rulers  get  their  way.  Rabbit  coursing,  stag 
hunting,  pigeon  shooting,  and  even  worm  fishing,  are  to  be 
declared  illegal.  Ordinary  game  shooting,  always  a  red 
rag  to  "advanced  thought,"  must  then  meet,  in  the  near 
future,  with  a  similar  fate.  Maoaulay  tells  us  how  in 
Puritan  times  bull  baiting  was  abolished  not  so  much 
because  of  its  cruelty,  as  because  of  the  pleasure  it  afforded 
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to  others.  There  appears  to  be  a  growing  willingness  in 
England  to  put  up  with  irritating  and  illogical  restrictions, 
and  also  grossly  unfair  impositions,  which,  aided  by 
hypocrisy  and  a  stalking-horse,  are  successfully  foisted 
upon  people  who,  when  not  apathetic,  are  easily  moved  by 
maudlin  sentiment.  Lord  Kimberley  would  abolish  worm 
fishing ;  why  not  also  the  eating  of  ripe  Stilton  cheese, 
because  of  the  pain  inflicted  upon  tame  mites  by  the  cruel 
process  of  unchristianlike  mastication  ?  Here,  again,  the 
question  of  hygiene  would  prove  a  useful  stalking-horse. 
If  the  sporting  world  (and  the  numerous  trades  that  live 
by  it)  complacently  endure  this  malicious  interference  with 
well-recognised  and  time-honoured  pleasures  and  interests, 
then  assuredly  we  are,  as  Carlyle  wrote,  "  mostly  fools, [' 
aye,  and  hypocrites  as  well.  Let  all  lovers  of  sport,  as  it 
is,  combine,  and,  if  necessary,  also  spend  money,  in  a 
strenuous  and  determined  attempt  to  resist  this  new  piece 
of  malicious  and  mischievous  humbug. — I  am,  sir,  yours 
faithfully,  Louis  Hervey-d'Egvtlle. 

P.S. — I  would  suggest  that  bills  setting  forth  the 
obnoxious  Parliamentary  roposals  be' placarded  all  over 
the  country,  so  that  th'  'e  may  know  what  is  in  store 
for  them.  __ 

"  P  .  "  SALMON  PLIES. 

Dear  '  . , — You  kindly  expressed  some  time  ago 

your  1  some  little  trout  flies  of  mine  which  I  had 

foTiti'.  .s  among  brown  trout,  and  strongly  recom- 
r  >uu;    lOt  a  trial  among  sea  trout  and  on  lochs. 

;  -.ow  send  two  salmon  flies  which  I  found  among  the 

ost  killing  patterns  last  year  during  "Sunny  Days  in 
Southern  Norway"  {Fishing  Oa:ctte,  June  2,  9,  IG), 
especially  in  a  low  water,  both  the  Blood  Red  and  Yellow 
Hackled  Fly  being  fancied  by  grilse  and  salmon. 

A  Yorkshire  miner  first  tied  them  to  my  design. 
Thomas  Kook,  of  Cockermouth,  made  me  some  beauties 
last  year,  and  now  Allcock  and  Co.,  of  Redditch,  are 
making  them,  and  inform  me  that  they  can  be  found  at 
Little's,  in  the  Haymarket. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  you  think  of  them,  and 
rather  fancy  that,  perhaps,  tied  a  size  larger,  they  will  kill 
me  a  fish  or  two  on  the  Namsen. — Yours  very  faithfully, 

Calais,  July  30.  Chas.  A.  Pavton. 

[There  is  no  doubt  the  "  Sarcelle  "  Fly  will  kill  salmon. 
Both  the  "  Pink  "  and  the  "  Yellow  "  are  bright  attrac- 
tive dressings. — Ed.]  ___ 

MAY  FLY  ON  WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  time  ago  I  ventured  to  predict  in 
your  columns  that  "  Whit  week  should  be  good  "  for  May 
Fly  fishing  on  the  lake. 

I  should  like  to  hear  from  any  of  your  readers  who  fished 
Windermere  during  the  May  Ply  season  this  year  as  to 
their  experiences,  especially  with  reference  to  the  rise  of 
natural  fly,  and  to  the  most  killing  patterns  of  artificials 
employed. 

My  own  experience  at  the  south  end  of  the  lake  was  that 
the  rise  of  fly  was  extremely  scanty  and  very  irregular. 
Night  trolling  was  very  good. 

A  very  remarkable  feature  of  the  May  Ply  rise  this  year 
was  that  only  last  week— July  26—1  saw  the  largest 
number  of  flies  I  had  seen  through  the  season  ! 

Any  information  sent  to  me  direct,  as  below,  I  will 
tabulate  for  your  readers'  benefit.— Yours  sincerely, 

Dalton-in-Furness.        Wm.  H.  Pearsall,  F.R.A.S. 


POLLACK  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  always  been  a  great  user  of  flies  for 
pollack,  and  found  them  kill  well.  There  is  an  idea 
among  sea  fishermen  that  only  small  fish  will  take  them  ; 
the  reason  is  that  the  flies  are  far  too  small,  the  big  ones 
want  something  more  substantial  than  those  generally 
sold  at  the  shops.  Of  course  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  that 
they  are  as  good  as  ragworm  or  sandeel,  for  the  artificial 
bait  must  always  be  inferior  to  the  natural,  but  strange  to 
say,  the  two  best  fish  I  ever  took  was  when  using  single 
gut — 151b.  each,  got  on  a  large  fly.  Legs  are  decidedly 
an  improvement  to  pollack  flies  ;  but  I  found  the  hackles 
soon  went.  However,  I  hit  on  a  plan  which  simplifies  the 
matter.  Say  you  are  using  an  eyed  hook,  tie  the  wings  on 
first  with  the  tips  pointing  away  from  the  bend,  then  carry 
your  thread  down  towards  the  bend  to  where  you  mean 
the  body  to  begin,  then  tie  in  a  piece  of  Berlin  wool 
double,  leaving  the  two  ends  projecting  about  Jin.  or  so, 
according  to  the  length  you  want  the  tail  to  be ;  then  wind 
the  wool  up  to  where  you  tied  the  wing  feathers  in,  leaving 
the  two  ends  hanging  down  about  |in. ;  then  double  back 
the  wing  feathers  into  their  proper  position,  seeing  that 
the  two  ends  of  wool  are  underneath  the  body  exactly 
under  the  wings  ;  then  fasten  off.  All  that  now  remains 
to  be  done  is  to  fray  out  the  tail  and  legs  with  a  pin,  and 
the  fly  is  made.  Of  course  this  way  of  tying  on  the  wings 
is  as  old  as  the  hills,  but  I  never  saw  anyone  do  the  tail 
and  legs  in  my  way. 

I  generally  use  unbleached  flax  thread  for  tying ;  it  is 
better  than  silk  where  strong  work  is  to  be  done.  The 
best  coloured  flies  are  scarlet  body  and  white  wing  and 
olive  green  body  and  blue  wing.  When  you  get  home 
wash  your  flies  well  under  the  tap,  or  in  a  bowl  of  fresh 
water,  changing  the  water  twice,  and  then  hang  them  up 
to  dry,  they  will  then  keep  their  colour  some  time  ;  when 
they  get  shabby  put  new  tail,  body,  and  legs  on.  The 
wings  will  last  out  several  sets  of  these. — Yours  faithfully, 
  Edwin  Gosling. 

WIRE  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  at  Margate  a  few  days  ago,  but  did 
not  seriously  intend  fishing,  although  I  took  my  winch  and 
a  little  tackle,  but  no  rod.  Hearing  there  was  some  sport 
to  be  had  with  the  pouting,  I  went  out  in  the  early 
iuoming  with  a  friend  (Mr.  Carman),  who  could  only  fix 
me  up  with  a  jack  rod.   On  my  winch  was  a  wire  Une, 


made  for  me  by  Messrs.  Ormiston.  Well,  I  actually  put 
my  big  winch  with  the  wire  line  on  the  jack  rod,  and  we 
had  very  good  sport — six  and  a  half  score  in  a  few  hours' 
fishing  near  Ness  Buoy,  the  largest  of  the  ponting  about 
IJlb. 

I  may  say  I  am  a  complete  convert  to  the  wire  line,  and 
find  it  does  not  even  require  special  care  ;  even  a  slack  tide 
does  not  give  much  trouble  with  it,  and  when  a  strong 
current  is  running  the  line  is  worth  its  weight  in  gold. — 
Yonrs  truly,  Edwin  Linfoot  (B.S.A.S.). 


WILL  TENCH  CURE  FUNGUS  ON  OTHER  FISH  ? 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  during  this  spring  and  summer 
been  much  troubled  with  fungi  on  our  fish  in  pool,  and 
have  lost  a  great  many.  Will  you  kindly  give  ub  your 
opinion  of  the  value  or  otherwise  of  putting  tench  into 
pool  for  the  purpose  of  curing  or  preventing  disease,  &c., 
among  other  fish — are  they  really  of  any  service  in  this 
direction  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  and,  on  behalf 
of  our  club,  I  remain,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Geo.  Brecknell,  Hon.  Sec. 

Nettlefolds  Recreation  Grounds. 

[The  tench  is  a  valuable  fish,  but  if  he  could  cure  other 
fish  of  fungus  he  wovild  be  ten  times  more  valuable ! 
Walton  refers  to  the  old  idea  that  the  tench  can  cure  other 
fish  by  rubbing  his  slime  against  their  wounds,  and  that 
the  pike  will  not  eat  the  tench  for  fear  of  swallowing  his 
physician.  We  advise  Mr.  Brecknell  to  have  the  water 
tested  ;  hard  water  often  causes  fungus.  The  encourage- 
ment of  a  healthy  growth  of  water  weeds  is  one  of  the  best 
ways  of  keeping  fish  in  good  condition  in  ponds. — Ed.] 

PIKE  TAKES  A  PERCH  FOR  THE  LAST  TIME. 

Dear  Sib, — It  may  interest  some  of  your  readers  to 
know  that  whUe  fishing  at  Longham,  in  the  river  Stour, 
on  the  20th  inst.  with  my  friend,  Mr.  J.  Panchen,  of  the 
Brunswick  Hotel,  Bournemouth,  he,  while  fishing  vrith  a 
minnow,  had  his  bait  taken  by  a  perch,  and,  while  in  the 
act  of  drawing  it  in,  a  pike  seized  it  and  held  on  so 
tenaciously  that  we  were  enabled  to  land  both  fish  with 
the  aid  of  a  landing  net.  My  friend  was  using  a  gut  trace 
and  small  roach  hook.  The  pike  weighed  21b.  3oz.,  and 
was  21in.  in  length;  and  the  perch,  5|6z.,  and  9in.  in 
length.  I  send  you  this,  thinking  it  worthy  of  mention  in 
your  columns,  as  I  believe  it  is  an  unusual  thing  for  a  pike 
to  take  a  perch  of  such  a  size.  Mr.  Brown,  engineer  at 
the  Water  Works,  Longham,  was  a  witness  of  the  occur- 
rence, and  can  vouch  for  the  above-named  particulars. — 
Yours  faithfully,   Ernest  J.  Stidolph. 

UNDERSIZED  FISH  FROM  THE  MEDWAY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  would  like  to  make  a  little  complaint 
through  the  Fishing  Qazette  of  the  carelessness  or  want 
of  thought  of  some  of  the  London  anglers  who  fish  the 
Medway,  viz.,  the  killing  of  undersized  fish,  and  leaving 
them  on  the  banks  of  the  river.    On  July  15,  a  friend  and 
I  were  fishing  at  Yalding,  and  as  we  were  walking  home 
we  came  upon  a  swim  that  I  happen  to  know  was  fished 
by  a  gentleman  belonging  to  one  of  the  London  clubs,  and 
by  the  side  of  the  towing  path  lay  eight  small  bream  and 
two  eels.    I  think  all  true  anglers  wUl  agree  with  me  that 
it  is  not  very  sportsmanlike  to  thus  wantonly  kill  fish  that 
can  be  of  no  earthly  use  to  them,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
unlovely  stench  they  emit  this  hot  weather.    I  trust  you 
will  favour  me  by  inserting  this  in  your  valuable  paper, 
and  thank  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 
G.  T.  HuaHEs 
(Hon.  Sec.  Maidstone  Angling  and  Medway 
Preservation  Society). 


COARSE  FISHING  WANTED  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Sir, — If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  happen  to  know  of 
one  or  two  small  riverside  places  where  good  fishing  could 
be  obtained,  a  reply  would  much  oblige. _  Locality  :  Any 
healthy  place  between  Hants,  and  Warwicks.,  or  between 
Berks,  and  Gloucestershire.  Fish :  Roach,  perch,  chub, 
&c.  Time:  September.  Accommodation:  For  two; 
comfortable,  but  not  luxurious  or  expensive.  —  Yours 
faithfully,    A.  A. 

THE  USE  OF  STEEL  IN  PISHING  RODS. 
Sir,— Many  others  besides  "  Brutum  Fulmer"  have 
asked  the  same  question.  The  editor's  reply  is  not  an 
answer  to  the  proposition.  The  answer  should  be  :  (a) 
For  whole  steel  rods  there  is  exceptional  danger,  the  case 
being  equivalent  to  grasping  a  lightning  conductor  at  its 
termination  ;  (b)  in  wood  or  cork-handled  rods  where  the 
touch  does  not  in  any  way  come  into  contact  with  the 
steel  there  is  not  only  little  or  no  risk,  but  there  is  protec- 
tion, the  wood  or  cork  (especially  the  latter)  forming  an 
insulator  between  the  electricity  of  the  person's  body  and 
that  of  the  discharge  from  the  storm-cloud.    Yours  truly, 

  FOSSDTKE. 

ANGLERS'  TALES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  for  your  perusal  a  cutting  from  a 
local  paper,  and  no  doubt  you  will  consider  this  tale  hard 
to  beat.  I  do,  at  any  rate.  The  sayings  of  that  trout, 
could  it  but  speak,  would  become  proverbial. 

Personally,  I  am  a  modest,  truthful  angler,  but  should  I 
ever  happen  to  hook  this  remarkable  trout  in  my  angling 
wanderings,  I  will  play  it  for  all  I  am  worth.  Once 
hooked,  he  is  bound  to  betray  his  identity  by  some  extra- 
ordinarily clever  move  to  escape,  and  should  I  succeed  in 
landing  him  you  may  depend  on  any  information  I  would 
send  to  your  paper  about  it. 

Trout  in  the  Ness  here  are  very  ignorant,  and,  although 
lively  enough,  they  never  betray  any  marked  intelligence. 
I  remember  landing  a  21b.  sea  trout  once  on  Stewart 
tackle,  and  diBOovered  a  fly  with  a  ghort  piece  of  gut 


attached  stuck  in  his  jaw,  but,  judging  from  the  frayed 
condition  of  the  gut  and  fly  dressing,  he  must  have  been 
looking  for  the  owner  for  a  considerable  time. 

Perhaps  if  you  were  publishing  the  cutting  it  might  be 
the  means  of  bringing  before  the  angling  public  siatUar 
tales  for  their  enlightenment  from  the  pens  of  other 
correspondents  wishing  to  go  one  better. — Yours  faith- 
fully, A.  Macdonald. 

Here  is  the  cutting : 

An  Angling  Coincidknce.  —  An  angling  correspon- 
dent writes  us  as  follows :  "  While  fishing  on  the  Betty- 
hill  Hotel  waters  at  Loch  Maide,  I  hooked  a  large  yellow 
trout,  and,  after  mnch  play,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
it  almost  within  grasp,  when,  with  a  startled  plunge,  it 
escaped  with  my  whole  cast  of  three  flies.  A  short  time 
thereafter,  while  fishing  over  the  same  part  of  the  loch, 
another  big  trout  rose  to  my  rod,  and  after  much 
struggling,  it  also  managed  to  escape.  It  left,  however,  the 
cast  I  had  lost,  minus  one  fly,  entangled  on  my  new  cast 
and  flies."  _____ 

PISCATORIBUS  SACRUM. 

Sir,— In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  read  an 
interesting  article  called,  "  Joy  Cometh  in  the  Morning." 
It  described  very  well  the  patriotic  spirit  which  was  abroad 
at  the  time.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  writer  of  the 
article,  and  hardly  know  whether  to  regard  him  as  a 
humourist  or  to  treat  him  au  sericux.  Sad  experience 
has  taught  me  that  "  joy  "  is  not  the  prominent  feature  of 
the  morning  following  such  patriotic  celebrations  as  he 
describes.  "  B.  E.  F."  must  therefore  be  congratulated 
upon  either  his  good  constitutiou  or  his  fortunate  selection 
of  Scotia's  best  products — perhaps  both. 

In  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity,  and  anglers  in 
particular,  he  should,  in  confidence,  tell  us  the  "  brand," 
and  it  shall  for  ever  be  regarded  as  amicitix  et  piscatoribus 
sacrum.— Yours  truly,  N.  Quiber. 

York.   

BOOKS  ON  SEA  PISHING. 

Dear  Sib, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  the  following  information  ? 

Is  there  any  book  on  sea  fishing  now  published  which 
gives  more  detailed  information  than  is  contained  in 
Wilcocks's  "  Sea  Fisherman  ?  "  Good  and  useful  as  this 
book  is,  it  does  not  give  instructions  regarding  rod  fishing 
in  the  sea,  tackle  that  should  be  used  for  it,  &o.  I  want  to 
know  whether  fish  cannot  be  caught  off  the  coast  of 
England  by  rod  and  line  from  rocks,  and  if  so,  what  is  the 
best  means  of  going  to  work  to  catch  them  ?  Details  as  to 
rods,  lines,  hooks,  baits,  &c. ;  best  places,  and  times  of 
tide  to  try;  what  fish  to  try  for  in  different  spots f 
whether  by  spinning,  paternostering,  or  otherwise,  are 
what  I  want  to  get  hold  of.  Any  information  on  these 
points  will  be  most  gratefully  received  by — Yours,  &c., 

W.  H.  C. 

[We  advise  our  correspondent  to  write  to  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill,  publisher.  Strand,  London,  for  particulars  of  John 
Bickerdyke's  capital  books  on  sea  fisning  with  rod  and 
line.— Ed.] 

DELAY  IN  ISSUE  OP  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION 
GUIDES. 

Sir,— The  Anglers'  Association  Guide  for  1899-1900 

"  II!  That  the  objects  of  the  association  be  to  promote 
and  protect  the  interests  of  anglers." 

It  was  not  ready  for  members  until  some  time  after  the 
opening  of  that  season. 

The  privilege  tickets  for  the  current  season,  1900-1,  were 
sent  to  the  secretary  of  my  club  on  the  evening  of  June  16 
(the  opening  day).  The  guides  with  the  necessary  infor- 
mation respectmg  railway  fares,  waters  rented  by  the 
association,  &c.,  are  not  ready  yet,  and  my  secretary  can 
obtain  no  satisfactory  reply  to  his  repeated  enquiries  aboutf 
their  issue.  The  revision  of  the  guides  for  this  season^ 
should  have  commenced  on  March  16 ;  they  are  not  avail- 
able to-day — a  period  of  five  and  a  half  months. 

Judging  by  results,  one  is  led  to  infer  that  the  objects  of 
the  asBooiation  are  now  perverted— that  the  interests  of 
anglers  are  not  promoted  by  it— and  that  the  vexatious 
delay  now  reported  is  worthy  of  the  Lost  Hat  and  Carpet 
Bag  Department  of  a  Circumlocution  Office.— I  am,  sir, 
yours  obediently.  An  Honorary  Member. 

July  31,  1900.  .   „  ^   .  , 

[It  is  probable  that  the  recent  changes  m  the  secretarial 
department  of  the  Anglers*  Association  have  caused  delays. 
—Ed.]  — — 

The  Royal  Aquarium  is  bent  on  securing  itff  share  of, 
patronage  on  Bank  Holiday  and  during  the  week,  for  ai 
gigantic  programme  has  been  arranged  to  please  all  and 
sundry.  Perpetual  entertainment  from  10  a  m.  until 
midnight  will  be  in  vogue,  and  as  every  form  of  variety 
business  is  to  be  included,  with  two  splendid  aerial  shows, 
there  will  be  plenty  to  satisfy  everybody. 

A  Qo-As-Ton-PLEASE  TOCRNAMBNT  for  a  diBtanse  of  five  or 
six  hundred  miles  would,  no  doubt,  attract  great  attention 
amongst  pedestrians.  Feats  of  endurance  which  call  forth 
worthy  emulation  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  physical 
standard  of  our  young  men.  They  learn  that  the  training 
requisite  demands  cleanliness,  sobriety,  and  regular  living  as  tlis 
first  essentials  of  success.  This,  of  course,  teaches  the  lesson 
that  HoUoway's  Pills  and  Ointment  are  rapid  aids  for  bringing  » 
man  Into  the  pink  of  condition.  They  strengthen  the  constitu- 
tion purify  the  blood,  promote  digestion,  and  cleanse  the 
stomach.  The  Ointment  disperses  stiffness  of  the  joints,  and 
makes  the  muscles  like  steel  in  their  strength  and  flexibility. 

Ameeican  Books.— a  (latalogue  of  American  books  in  varloni 
departments  of  literatur*  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  MaratoB 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dnnstwi'a  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPOBATED 

iNailNG    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  11th,  1900. 


TO  WING  FLOATING  MAT  FLIES. 


The  winging  of  floating  May  Flies  is  a  trouble 
alike  for  the  professional  and  tlie  amateur,  and 
the  wings  tied  by  the  one  are  almost  as  apt  to 
turn  under  hard  usage  as  are  those  of  the  other. 

The  following  device  represents  the  best  plan 
of  winging  which  I  have  yet  come  across — I  dare- 
say it  is  not  novel,  but  I  have  never  seen  it 
described  elsewhere.  I  borrowed  it  from  a  plan 
of  winging  salmon  flies  which  I  have  seen  in  use.  It 
has  the  merit  of  evading  the  difficulties  caused  by 
tying  on  both  wings  in  one  operation,  and  the 
weaknesses  caused  by  flattening  the  quill  with  the 
thumbnail  to  make  it  lie  properly. 

This  is  the  modus  operandi.  Having  fixed 
your  hook  in  the  vice  and  waxed  your  silk,  begin 
lapping  close  to  the  eye  and  lap  half-way  down 
the  shank  and  half  that  distance  back.  Then 
take  the  feather  selected  to  wing  the  far  side, 
and  lay  it  alongside  the  hook  on  the  far  side 
with  the  curve  outwards  and  the  stalk  as  nearly 
as  possible  parallel  to  the  straight  of  the  hook  ; 
lap  firmly  with  two  laps,  and  then  pass  the  sUk 
behind,  and  close  up  to  the  wing,  so  as  to  set  it 
up.  Then,  instead  of  bringing  the  silk  under 
the  hook  in  the  usual  way,  bring  it  round  the 
stalk  and  over  the  hook  and  back  again  behind 


the  wing.  The  direction  of  the  lapping  is  thus 
entirely  changed.  It  began  away  from  you,  it  is 
now  towards  you. 

Now  lay  on  the  other  wing,  and  treat  it 
precisely  in  the  same  way,  and  when  the  whole 
process  has  been  gone  through  both  wings  will 
be  tied  on  firmly,  and  will  be  upright,  and  in  the 
right  line  and  close  together,  and  the  silk  will 
have  reverted  to  its  usual  direction  of  lapping. 

Next  draw  back  the  projecting  stalks,  and  bind 
them  in  closely  behind  the  wings  and  under  the 
body,  with  close  laps.  When  the  lapping  has 
reached  three-quarters  of  the  way  to  the  tail 
twitch  off  one  of  the  stalks,  and  a  few  laps 
further  twitch  off  the  other.  The  body  will  then 
be  found  of  a  capital  taper.  The  fly  is  tied  in 
other  respects  in  the  usual  way. 

Val  Conson. 


THE  AUTUMN  PROSPECTS. 


Foe  the  nonce  the  river  will,  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, be  deserted  for  the  moor,  and  King  Grouse 
claim  the  undivided  attention  of  the  sportsman 
during  the  next  few  days  at  least.  But  both 
birds  and  dogs,  if  not  the  gunners  and  keepers, 
require  a  rest,  and  a  day  off  towards  the  close  of 
the  week  is  almost  an  absolute  necessity  for  all, 
save  the  maddest  of  young  bloods,  who  may  have 
smelt  powder  for  the  first  time,  and  who  would 
pitch  their  camp  now  on  the  moors  for  all  time 
coming,  and  fain  dwell  there. 

The  river,  when  in  condition,  affords  a  much 
needed  relief  to  the  moor  after  the  first  brush 
with  the  enemy.  The  heather  is  tiring ;  the 
coveys,  quiet  and  tame  at  first,  begin  to  get  wild ; 
and  the  last  spare  dog  has  been  requisitioned 
from  the  kennel.  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  the 
host,  and  especially  the  hostess,  to  arrange  for 
the  entertainment  of  their  guests  when  they  have 
a  few  salmon  pools  at  their  command  or  other 
counter  attraction,  and,  with  a  friendly  early 
autumn  spate,  the  "  days  off "  are  most  con- 
veniently put  in  at  the  waterside  by  host  and 
guests  alike,  and  no  break  allowed  in  the  round  of 
sport. 

For  the  past  half  dozen  seasons  at  least  the 
drought  during  August  and  the  early  days  of 
September  has  been  proverbial,  and  some  of  the 
lowest  records  made  in  the  water  supply.  Only 
last  season  the  lowest  recorded  markings  on  the 
Tay,  Dee,  and  Spey  were  touched  to  within  Jin., 
and  the  autumn  was  fairly  spent  before  the 
necessary  floods  came  away.  In  fact,  they  came 
just  as  the  angling  season  closed,  and  all  too  late, 
the  worst  autumn  season  in  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  riverside  hand.  This  year,  however,  there 
is  no  lack  of  water,  and  were  the  nets  once  off, 
which  will  be  the  case  a  fortnight  hence  on  the 
bulk  of  Scotch  waters,  the  prospects  indeed  would 
be  of  the  very  brightest,  and  the  success  of  the 
back-end  salmon  season  a  certainty. 

August  is  usually  put  down  as  the  worst  angling 
month  in  the  year.  The  salmon  are  either 
"  potted  "  or  scarce,  the  grilse  season  is  over,  and 
the  back-end  leviathans  have  not  yet  had  time  to 
come  up  into  the  deeper  and  shadier  pools,  so 
that  it  rarely  happens  that  sport  is  so  attractive 
or  the  conditions  for  it  so  favourable  in  August 
and  the  early  days  of  September  as  later  on  in 
the  season. 

The  waters  are  usually  of  that  "  peaty  colour," 
heavy  with  humic  matter  from  the  districts  they 
drain,  which  fish  and  fishermen  both  dislike.  The 
fish  never  run  well  in  these  mountain  and  moor 
washings  of  the  season's  decayed  vegetable 
matter,  and  when  the  floods  are  delayed,  the 
season  is  often  pretty  well  spent,  and  the  open 
time  nigh  exhausted  with  waiting  till  the  rivers 
and  streams  clear  before  the  fish  begin  to  show 
up  in  force.  Again,  the  accumulations  of  algae  in 
the  beds  of  the  streams  through  a  prolonged 
summer  drought  makes  the  streams  disgust- 
ing in  the  extreme  till  cleaned  out  and 
sweetened  by  a  rattling  good  flood,  and  often 
when  this  rattling  good  flood,  or  series  of 
floods,  does  not  come  in  sufficient  force  to 
effect  the  necessary  clearance,  the  prospects 
of  an  otherwise  good  season  are  literally  spoiled, 
and  the  patience  of  the  angler  exasperated  beyond 
all  endurance  when  he  can  hook  nothing  more 
tempting  than  a  bunch  of  floating  algai  (or 
"  glare,"  as  the  north  countrymen  call  it)  at  every 
second  cast.   This  is  not  so  much  felt  on  a  big 


river  as  on  a  smaller  stream  ;  in  fact,  the  smaller 
the  stream  the  more  clearing  out  it  needs,  and 
the  longer  it  is  until  it  gets  sweetened  and 
brought  up  to  angling  condition.  Fish  may  be 
plentiful,  and  may  even  take  well  in  these  semi- 
dirty  places,  but  the  pleasure  otherwise  obtained 
of  making  a  basket,  when  every  ten  casts  or  so 
the  whole  gut-flight  has  to  be  "  grassed "  and 
stripped  of  this  vegetable  flotsam,  is  greatly 
marred,  and  the  game  hardly  worth  the  candle. 
We  have  felt  this  annoyance  so  exasperating 
that,  although  making  good  headway  otherwise, 
and  running  up  a  fine  score  of  sea  trout  and 
brown  trout,  which  we  have  many  a  time  left  in 
sheer  disgust  the  banks  of  the  Don,  the  Ythan, 
the  Ugie,  and  such  smaller  streams  before  half 
the  angling  day  was  over,  being  fairly  beaten 
with  the  "  algae  fiend,"  when  otherwise  we  were 
confident  we  might  have  made  a  record  score. 
The  Dee  and  Spey,  on  the  other  hand,  and  such 
fast  flowing  streams,  are  never  so  dirty.  They 
wiU  run  black  for  the  better  part  of  a  week  or 
fortnight  on  end,  as  they  have  been  doing  of  late, 
but  they  seem  to  clean  out  all  the  heavier 
accumulations,  and  from  their  expanse  and  other 
environments  there  is  always  plenty  or  enough 
room  for  the  angler's  flight,  and  the  vegetable 
flotsam,  too,  after  the  first  rush  of  the  mountain 
flood. 

The  summer  season  up  to  date  has  been  a 
comparative-  blank  as  far  as  salmon  and  grilse 
angling  has  been  concerned.  The  month  of  July, 
usually  dry  and  attended  with  gradually  shrink- 
ing waters  and  threads  of  pebbly  streams  so  dear 
to  the  heart  of  the  clear- water  wormer,  has  been 
just  the  reverse  on  the  present  occasion.  A 
"July  water"  is  proverbial  in  the  north,  and 
indicative  of  a  spell  of  excessive  drought.  There 
have  been  no  July  waters  during  the  past 
summer,  and  not  for  two  days  on  end  have  the 
rivers  been  in  steady  angling  trim,  while  the 
abnormal  daily  thunderings  and  dark  ominous 
clouds,  and  other  attendant  unwelcome  condi- 
tions, have  fairly  put  grilse  and  salmon  angling 
out  of  court.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  grilse 
season  has  been  a  failure,  the  sea  trout,  and 
especially  the  brown  trout  season,  has  been  the 
best  experienced  for  the  past  dozen  or  more  years 
at  least,  and  not  a  few  sportsmen  have  discarded 
the  salmon  and  gi-ilse  flight  entirely,  and  renewed 
their  youthful  experiences  in  making  a  basket  of 
speckled  beauties  with  the  Garden  Fly,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  humble  worm.  An  occasional 
grilse  has  been  got  on  some  of  the  better  sections 
of  the  Dee,  Deveron,  and  Spey,  and  one  or  two 
potted  salmon  on  the  far  inland  reaches  have 
been  grassed  of  an  evening  to  the  fly ;  but  the 
past  July  has  been  characteristic  of  its  yield  of 
brown  trout  and  sea  trout  where  they  abound, 
and  the  salmon  and  grilse  have  yet  to  come  if 
they  are  to  come  at  all. 

Everything  portends  an  early  and  successful 
back-end  fishing.  Till  the  nets  are  off  on  Aug.  26, 
when  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  wiU  then  be 
free  to  Salmo  salar,  much  sport  need  not  be  looked 
for,  but  then  the  rivers  and  pools  are  in  the 
sweetest  and  best  condition  for  an  early  start. 
The  grilse  season  has  been  lost,  not  for  the  want 
of  waters,  for  they  have  been  present  in  super- 
abundance, but  from  some  mysterious  cause  as 
yet  beyond  the  "ken  of  man."  Yet  they  will 
come  away  with  the  earlier  autumn  fish — what  is 
left  of  them,  for  they  have  been  fairly  plentifully 
got  in  the  sea,  although  as  yet  they  have  not  run 
up  the  rivers  in  anything  like  numbers — and  will 
be  found  towards  the  end  of  August  and  earlier 
days  of  September  of  heavier  weights  and  greater 
numbers  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  The 
past  summer  has  been  a  cold  one  in  thi  north, 
and,  if  anything,  a  very  wet  and  late  one.  We 
had  ices  on  several  occasions  from  ice  collected  in 
the  back  garden  after  some  of  the  heavier  hail- 
storms on  Deeside  last  month,  but  it  did  not  need 
the  offerings  of  the  junior  members  of  the  house- 
hold to  remind  us  of  the  abnormally  low  tempera- 
ture. We  have  been  in  the  water  every  day  in 
stocking  waders,  and  on  several  occasions  have 
been  uncomfortably  cold,  while  in  an  average 
July  we  would  have  been  uncomfortably  warm. 
Without  meteorological  tables  it  has  been  quite 
apparent  that  the  low  temperature  has  kept  the 
grilse  from  entering  the  rivers  in  force,  and  that 
from  the  vast  numbers,  comparatively  speaking, 
which  have  been  got  on  the  coast  compared  with 
the  river  stations,  the  conditions  have  kept  them 
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hovering  about  the  mouths  of  their  respective 
rivers,  and  that  with  a  rise  in  the  thermometer  we 
may  expect  to  see  them  yet  plentiful  enough, 
although  belated,  seeking  the  spawning  beds  with 
the  early  autumn  floods  in  company  with  the 
early  autumn  fish. 


G.  M. 


THE  STCTMP  SWIM. 


There  are  many  swims  in  a  pretty  part  of  a 
pretty  river  I  delight  to  visit  where  specimens  of 
various  kinds  of  fish  are  frequently  met  with,  but 
none,  perhaps,  I  love  to  be  seated  by  more  than 
the  old  Stump  Swim.    Some  of  my  great  friends 
who  are  fly  fishers  even  condescend  spasmodically 
to  handle  a  roach  pole,  and  endeavour  to  get  upon 
level  terms  with  the  vulgar  roach,  using  the  word 
"  vulgar  "  in  the  sense  of  being  "  common,"  and 
not,  of  course,  in  its  other  signification.    But  no 
silly  roach  are  they  one  has  to  approach  in  our 
pet  swim.    There  are  big  lusty  fellows  there  over 
If  lb.  in  weight,  shapely  as  the  Colne  roach  always 
are,  bright  coloui-ed,  plump,  and  full  of  fight. 
But  a  vast  amount  of  skill  is  requii-ed  to  entrap 
these  grandfathers,  plenty  of  patience,  a  keen  eye, 
and  a  quick  hand.    The  swim  is  a  shallow  one, 
and  must  be  dealt  with  in  an  artistic  manner,  or 
'small  will  be  the  reward  one  will  get  for  one's 
pains.    At  a  first  glance  it  seems  easy  to  fish,  but 
it  really  is  just  the  opposite  to  those  who  have  not 
made  roach  fishing  somewhat  of  a  special  study. 
In  the  first  place,  with  only  3ft.  of  water  below 
the  float,  great  quietude  is  an  essential  attribute ; 
next  very  fine  tackle  is  a  siJie  qua  non  if  failure  is 
not  to  wait  upon  the  angler,  and,  moreover,  every 
roach  which  has  the  misfortune  (for  the  fish)  to 
be  hooked  has  to  be  manoeuvred  away  from  its 
companions  with  all  possible  speed.    When  a  few 
fish    have   been    hooked,    and    have  perhaps 
floundered  about  more  than  the  piscator  bargained 
for,  the   water   is   disturbed,  and  the  shoal 
frightened.    The  fish  will  immediately  thereupon 
change  their  locality,  and  move  4ft.,  5ft.,  and  even 
10ft.  towards  mid-stream  in  the  direction  of  the 
bank  opposite,  and  the  cute  fisherman  is  under 
the  necessity  of  emulating  their  example,  and 
following  them  as  they  change  about  from  time 
to  time. 

The  Stump  Swim  is  a  peculiar  one.  The  prin- 
cipal factor  in  it  is  naturally  the  aforesaid  stamp. 
This  was  once  an  old  willow  tree  which  came 
down  with  a  run  during  a  hard  blow  many 
winters  ago.  It  fell  into  the  stream,  and  has 
become  firmly  fixed  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  On 
the  down-stream  side  of  the  obstruction  an  eddy 
is  formed  extending  lOft.  from  the  bank.  Just 
beyond  this  eddy,  at  the  extremity  of  the  trunk, 
is  the  swim.  The  bank,  it  may  be  said,  is  under- 
mined, and  forms  a  sure  refuge  for  pike,  chub, 
and  perch  later  on  in  the  season.  Again,  at  the 
root  end  of  the  fallen  willow  is  a  thorn  bush, 
which  helps  materially  to  conceal  the  presence  of 
the  angler,  and,  as  the  stump  itself  is  freely 
decked  with  wild  flowers  and  grasses,  the  rod  is 
more  or  less  kept  out  of  sight  of  the  fish— a  great 
advantage  when  the  sun  shines  at  one's  back. 
A  couple  of  yards  to  the  left  of  the  stump,  and 
also  to  the  right,  are  two  small  weed  beds  or 
patches,  which  afford  cover  for  the  roach,  and  it 
is  between  these  patches  and  in  the  comparatively 
short  swim  of  Syds.  where  heavy  fish  are  caught. 

Let  me  tell  of  a  good  time  I  bad  amongst  the 
roach  here  not  many  weeks  since.  It  was  on  one 
of  those  terribly  oppressive  days  wa  had  in  July — 
as  hot  as  I  have  felt  it  in  Egypt  in  midsummer. 
The  hour's  journey  by  rail  with  a  dozen  hot, 
perspiring  fellow  passengers,  the  majority  of  them 
anglers,  crowded  into  one  single  smoker  hardly 
conduced  to  the  comfort  of  the  railway  part  of 
the  journey,  but  everything  came  to  an  end  at 
last,  and  the  river  soon  came  into  view.  The 
sun's  scorching  rays  made  it  imperative  for  one 
to  take  advantage  of  what  little  shade  there  was 
to  be  found  on  the  way  to  the  swim.  One  con- 
soling feature  was  that  the  water  was  not  drop- 
ping, a  proceeding  which  is  fatal  to  success 
amongst  the  roach  here,  but  it  was  low  enough  in 
all  conscience  and  very  slack.  As,  however,  the 
mills  both  above  and  below  had  a  day's  holiday, 
it  was  not  anticipated  that  the  then  level  would 
be  changed  during  fishing  time,  and  that  one 
would  have  to  contend  with  that  ever  recurring 
bobbing  up  and  down  of  the  water  which  is  a 
source  of  infinite  annoyance  and  grumbling,  and 


a  fertile  cause  of  bad  sport  on  so  many  of  the 
tributaries  of  Father  Thames. 

The  condition  of  the  current  and  of  the  river 
itself  was  such  that  it  was  quite  evident  the 
Stump  Swim  could  only  be  satisfactorily  dealt 
with  by  employing  light  and  extra  fine  tackle ; 
and  this  accordingly  was  done,  and  a  start  made 
after  the  usual  preliminaries  in  the  way  of  just 
a  suspicion  of  ground-baiting  had  been  gone 
through.    Seated  by  the  thorn  bush,  the  battle 
began,  and  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  roach 
were  at  home,  but  biting  most  shyly.    None  of 
your  pulls  down  of  the  float,  but  simple  taps, 
immersing  only  an  eighth  of  an  inch,  and  perhaps 
hardly  that,  of  the  mere  tip  of  the  quill  used. 
But  that  was  enough.    Fully  a  dozen  fish  were 
caught  of  about  Alb.  each,  the  touches  being  of 
the  faint  st  character.    These  were  returned 
to  grow  larger,  a  proceeding  which,  however 
commendable  and  sportsmanlike,  is,  I  rather 
opine,  calculated  to  make  fish  shy.    Tet  it  is 
hardly  possible  to  have  a  keep-net  at  hand  with 
two  or  three  dozen  Ub.  and  fib.  roach  in  it  kick- 
ing about  and  disturbing  the  water,  so  that  the 
evil  has  to  be  endured.   Fish  not  wanted  are 
taken  some  -Oyds.  upstream,  and  there  returned, 
by  which  means  the  said  evil  is  to  some  extent 
eased  off.    Fish  after  fish  came  to  the  net,  but 


took,  weighed  6oz.  over  the  pound,  and  proved  to 
be  the  heaviest  roach  of  the  day.  The  roach  con- 
tinued to  bite  on  and  oft'  throughout  the  day, 
sometimes  at  crust  and  at  other  times  at  gentles, 
and  when  I  relinquished  sport  shortly  before  half- 
past  eight,  I  considered  as  I  packed  away  nine  of 
the  best  fish  I  retained  out  of  some  four  or  five 
dozen  I  captured  that  all  things  considered — the 
terrific  heat,  the  slack  stream,  and  the  bright  low 
water — I  had  done  as  well,  and  perhaps  better, 
than  I  had  a  right  to  expect  under  the  circum- 
stances which  obtained.  H.  A.  Rolt. 


AN  IZAAK  WALTON  SIDEBOARD. 


Mk.  Editor, — From  private  information  re- 
ceived I  made  a  surprise  visit  to  the  residence  of 
Mr.  E.  H.  Mansell,  M.R  C.S.,  Wellington  Square, 
Hastings,  and  there  discovered  the  ancient  piece 
of  furniture  of  which  the  above  is  a  photograph. 
As  will  be  seen,  it  bears  the  names  of  Izaak  and 
Ann  Walton,  together  with  the  date,  1660.  It 
is  declared  by  an  expert  in  the  art — the  doctor 
not  knowing  its  history  further  than  it  had  been 
for  years  in  the  possession  of  a  grateful  patient, 
now  deceased — to  be  a  work  of  many  years' 
standing. 


nothing  above  a  lb.  in  weight.   Presently  there 
was  a  stop  of  the  float  for  an  instant.    I  knew  it 
could  not  be  a  weed.  What  caused  the  momentary 
arrestation  was  a  good  l^lb.  roach,  which  was 
grassed  and  placed  in  the  creel.    The  chestnut 
gut  could  not  be  finer,  nor  the  whole  rig  up 
neater,  but  after  this  nice  fish  was  netted  the 
shoal  apparently  shifted,  for  all  bites  stopped.  A 
little  loose  ground-bait  was  cast  a  yard  further 
out,  towards  mid-stream,  as  previous  experience 
had  shown  me  that  in  this  river  the  roach  shift 
about  a  good  deal,  especially  in  a  shallow  swim, 
such  as  the  Stump  Swim  is.    I  was  right  in  my 
conjecture,  for  other  good  roach  were  taken, 
including  one  an  ounce  over  the  heaviest  I  had  in 
the  bag.    Again  they  left  off  feeding,  and, 
although  I  went  after  them,  trying  another  and 
yet  another  yaid  further  out,  they  were  not  to  be 
enticed.    To  while  away  the  time  and  give  the 
spot    a    rest,    for   an    hour  I  essayed  tight 
corking,  operating   upon   another  clear  swim 
of  the  same  depth,  allowing  the  three  shots 
on    the    gut    to    rest    on    the  bottom,  and 
holding  the  float  back.  I  baited  with  bread-crust, 
putting  on  a  larger  piece  than  customary  with  a 
moving  bait.    The  float  lay  absolutely  quiescent, 
its  nose  just  poking  out  of  the  water,  but  again 
and  again  sheered  off,  resulting  in  my  taking 
many  fair  fish  in  the  hour  I  devoted  to  this  new 
changed  method  of  fishing.    One  fish,  the  best  I 


In  the  centre  of  the  back  is  carved  a  picture 
representing  a  boar  hunt,  and  though  the  two 
subjects  —  fishing  and  boar  hunting  —  do  not 
exactly  fit,  yet  I  have  thought  they  are  as  much 
akin  perhaps  in  our  different  ages  as  my  favourite 
sport,  otter  hunting,  is  to  angling. 

I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  my 
best  thanks  to  Mrs.  Mansell  for  the  great  assist- 
ance she  gave  me  in  placing  the  object  to  be 
photographed.  The  light— added  to  my  inexperi- 
ence in  taking  interiors — was  most  difficult  to 
properly  catch,  and  to  this  end,  with  her  true 
artistic  feeling,  she  lent  me  great  aid. 

Pheasant  Tail. 


ANGLING  POETRY. 


,  Those  who  have  so  frequently  taken  upon 
themselves  to  prove  that  angling  has  produced  a 
respectable  volume  of  poetry  appeal,  with  an 
insistence  which  would  be  laughable  if  it  were 
not  pathetic,  to  the  turgid,  vapid,  and  artificial 
compositions  of  Gay  and  his  congeners. 
Is  not  this  nauseous  affectation  ? 


or 


He  lifts  his  silver  gills  above  the  flood. 

And  greedily  sucks  in  th'  miaithful  food,  &o. 

The  pike,  fell  tyrant  of  the  liquid  plain, 
With  ravenous  waste  devours  his  fellow  train. 
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These  are  the  sort  of  thing  in  English  which 
the  British  schoolboy  was  encouraged  to  per- 
petrate in  Latin. 

Yet  there  is  a  description  of  a  river  in  one  of 
Robert  Browning's  works  (Childe  Roland  to  the 
Dark  Tower  Came),  which  is  never  quoted  by 
such. 

Contrast  this : 

A.  sudden  little  river  crossed  my  path 
As  unexpected  as  a  serpent  comes, 
No  sluiglsh  tide  congenial  to  the  glooms  : 
This  as  it  frothed  by  might  have  been  a  bath 
From  the  fiend's  glowing  hoof — to  see  the  wrath 

Of  its  black  eddy  bespate  with  £[akes  and  spumes. 
So  petty  yet  so  spiteful.   All  along 

Low  scrubb;?  alders  kneeled  down  over  it, 
Drenched  willows  flung  them  headlong  in  a  fit 
Of  mute  despair,  a  suicidal  throng  : 
The  river  which  had  done  them  all  the  wrong, 

Whate'er  that  was,  rolled  by,  deterred  no  whit. 

There  is  real  imagination.  There  the  eye  is 
not  distracted  from  the  picture  by  pretentious 
and  offensive'conceits. 

Would  that  there  were  more  like  it. 

Stroke. 


A  BIG  NILE  FISH. 


One  of  our  subscribers,  the  Hon.  Daniel  B. 
Fearing,  sends  us  a  snapshot  of  a  fish  evidently 


such  as  gentles,  worms,  and  minnows,  all  over  the 
country  must  have  been  tremendous  ;  for  instance, 
out  of  about  200  worms,  a  bag  of  gentles,  and  two 
dozen  minnows  I  and  my  friend  took  down  we 
used  three  minnows,  one  worm,  and  about  two 
dozen  gentles — result,  one  trout  and  one  small 
jack.  It  was  fair  when  we  started,  and  at  six 
o'clock  a.m.  the  sky  in  the  east  was  extremely 
beautiful ;  in  the  west  a  heavy  thick  haze  like  a 
huge  pall  seemed  to  envelop  everything,  and 
about  7.30  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  this  quarter. 
In  a  very  short  time  the  sky  was  overclouded,  and 
not  one  solitary  patch  of  blue  could  be  seen  to 
relieve  the  eye.  The  city  was  darker  still,  and 
from  the  time  the  train  started  until  I  got  home 
there  was  only  one  glimpse  of  sunshine — and  how 
delightful  this  glow  of  warmth  was  while  it 
lasted ;  but  a  black  cloud  that  looked,  as  Shake- 
speare says  somewhere,  as  if  it  were  going  to 
shed  its  liquor,  quickly  hid  the  sun,  and  dashed 
the  hopes  of  all  concerned. 

Anglers  armed  with  every  sort  of  gear,  from 
the  wooden  box  of  a  Lea  novice  to  the  more 
elaborate  bags  and  panniers  of  fly  fishermen, 
could  be  seen  bobbing  about  here  and  there 
amongst  the  crowd,  all  anxiety  and  excitement 
to  find  a  seat,  and  I  am  afraid  some  of  those  that 
arrived  late  eventually  found  themselves  packed 
like  sardines.  Such,  I  am  thankful  to  say,  was 
not  my  fate. 


The  "Bonny"  or  "  Koshbi,"  a  Nile  Cataract  Pish. 


of  the  bass  or  perch  family,  which  is,  he  says, 
quite  common  in  the  Nile  cataracts,  where 
they  grow  to  over  1001b.  weight.  As  a  rule  they 
ai-e  only  taken  in  nets  qr  traps,  but  doubtless  this 
is  because  they  are  not  properly  angled  for.  Mr. 
Fearing  says  that  the  dragoman  of  the  Nile  boat, 
Ramses  III.,  told  him  the  fish  was  called  "  bonny," 
or  more  commonly  "  koshri." 

It  is  pretty  certain  from  the  bass-like  appear- 
ance of  the  fish  that  a  big  spoon  with  a  red  tail, 
or  one  of  Mr.  Green's  new  combination  spoon  and 
phantom  baits,  would  kill  these  fish.  Quite 
possibly  this  is  one  of  the  fish  mentioned  by 
Sir  Samuel  Baker  in  his  "  IsmaUia,"  but  we  have 
not  seen  that  work  since  it  was  published,  about 
twenty-five  years  ago. 


FISHING  ON  BANK  HOLIDAY. 


We  started  from  Liverpool-street  to  a  well- 
known  tributary  of  the  Lea  (private),  and  of  all 
the  crowds  we  saw  on  this  stormy,  rainy,  depres- 
sing, dreary,  desolate,  and  detestable  day  few 
could  have  realised  what  was  in  store  for  them, 
more  especially  the  women  folk,  dressed  as  they 
were  in  the  lightest  summer  clothing  and  thin 
hoots,  and  hundreds  of  them  without  any  capes, 
parasols,  or  even  the  homely  umbrella,  and  with 
respect  to  anglers  the  useless  expenditure  in  bait, 


As  we  walked  through  the  town,  near  the  sedgy 
Lea,  close  to  the  sewers,  there  were  rings  of  mud, 
scum,  straw,  dung,  and  leaves,  &c.,  but  in  spite 
of  the  rain  that  had  recently  fallen,  the  little 
river  was  as  clear  as  crystal,  with  just  the 
suspicion  of  a  stream,  and  the  water  at  the  small 
weir  where  we  began  to  fish  was  not  3ft.  in 
depth  at  the  deepest.  Now,  instead  of  using  a  bit 
of  cork  about  the  size  of  a  marrowfat  pea  with  a 
thin  bone  plug,  I  have  repeatedly  seen  anglers 
using  floats  in  these  shallow  swims  painted  blue, 
white,  red,  green,  and  black,  and  the  stuff  laid  on 
thickly.  In  fact,  some  makers  of  these  floats  seem 
to  think  that  the  more  gaudy  they  ai-e  the  better. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  every  fish  in 
that  short  and  shallow  avdm  could  see  such  a 
float ;  more,  there  is  little  or  no  resistance  from 
the  tiny  cork  when  a  fish  takes  the  bait ;  at  any 
rate  not  enough  to  cause  it  to  eject  it,  and  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  seeing  a  bite,  but  in  striking 
when  watching  a  fish  feeding  on  a  worm  or  smaU 
bunch  of  gentles  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
fish  may  be  missed,  hit  too  hard,  or  not  hard 
enough,  causing  the  rest  to  sheer  off.  I  have 
proved  the  efficacy  of  the  bit  of  cork  dodge  on 
many  occasions,  and  the  tyro  will  find  it  often 
succeed  when  using  a  gaudy  float,  or,  in  fact,  any 
ordinary  float  is  a  failure. 

On  several  occasions  I  have  seen  anglers  strike 
off  their  hooks  when  watehing  fish  annex  the  bait. 


The  finest  tackle  possible  must  be  used,  and  a 
stroke  the  least  bit  too  hard  breaks  it.  The  fact 
is,  they  get  so  excited  they  lose  their  heads,  and 
until  they  can  learn  to  keep  cool  and  strike 
properly  they  are  bound  to  lose  their  hooks  and 
fish,  whether  they  angle  with  a  float  or  not. 

No  matter  however  shallow  the  water  is,  I 
prefer  to  use  a  float  for  various  reasons,  be  it  ever 
so  tiny. 

After  catehing  the  trout  mentioned  above  I  left 
my  friend  to  try  for  a  chub  in  a  hole  below  the 
weir,  and  went  to  try  for  perch  further  down  the 
I'iver.  Scarcely  had  I  thrown  in  than  the  rain 
came  down  in  torrents,  and  with  the  exception  of 
one  short  interval  it  never  ceased  until  we  were 
well  on  our  way  to  town.  Our  rods,  reels,  lines, 
&c  ,  were  drenched;  in  fact,  everything  was  in  a 
state  of  "  posh."  The  wind  rose  higher  and 
higher,  until  it  sounded  in  the  trees  in  the 
distance  like  the  roar  of  the  sea;  and  amidst 
aU  this  misery,  by  way  of  a  finishing  touch, 
a  gust  of  wind  would  come  and  strike  the  branches 
of  the  old  willow  under  which  I  was  sheltering, 
and  pepper  the  water  with  drops  as  big  as  peas. 
Not  only  this,  my  feet  were  as  cold  as  ice,  and 
just  as  I  was  contemplating  whether  the  game 
was  worth  the  candle,  my  friend  hove  in  sight, 
and  said  he  was  going  to  "  chuck  it,"  and  "  chuck 
it"  we  did.  What  a  spectacle  the  little  town 
presented  on  our  return  (it  rained  all  the  way, 
with  the  wind  dead  in  our  faces),  and  if  such  a 
combined  force  of  wind,  mist,  and  rain  is  necessary 
for  restoring  beauty  to  the  earth,  personally  I 
should  have  been  glad  if  the  operation  had  been 
postponed  to  a  more  convenient  season.  Before 
1.30  a  temperance  hotel,  the  coffee  shops,  inns, 
and  even  general  shops  were  besieged  by  a  cold, 
wet,  misei-able,  hungry,  and  weary  crowd  glad  to 
obtain  shelter  and  wait  patiently  for  over  two 
hours  for  the  first  train  to  town  at  4  20. 

I  said  to  my  friend,  "  We  are  wise,  for  we  shall 
have  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  seat."  I  was 
wrong,  for  the  platform  was  a  mass  of  struggling, 
squeezing,  seething  humanity,  and  when  the  train 
did  pull  up  the  scramble  for  seats  was  simply 
terrific. 

On  the  homeward  journey  it  was  pitiful  to  see 
the  destruction  the  wind  and  rain  had  caused,  the 
ground  in  the  orchards  strewn  with  apples  and 
pears,  and  fields  of  wheat  and  barley  laid  as  flat 
as  a  pancake.  On  the  following  morning  huge 
clouds  like  hillocks  of  driven  snow  sailed  majesti- 
cally across  the  sky,  and  the  sun  flooded  all  the 
land. 

J ust  my  luck,  but  I  had  my  revenge  to  a  certain 
extent,  for  the  little  pike  and  trout  were  excellent, 
especially  the  latter.  O.  U. 


WHERE  TO  GET  SEA  FISHING. 
{Continued  from  page  75.) 

No.  2.— BUDLEIGH  SALTERTON. 
BuDLEiGH  Salterton,  or  Salterton,  as  it  is 
called  by  the  inhabitants,  will  always  be  of 
interest  to  the  sea  angler,  as  when  a  resident  there 
as  a  young  man,  J.  C.  Wilcocks  first  turned  his 
attention  to  that  art  in  which  he  so  much  excelled, 
and  with  which  his  name  will  always  be  asso- 
ciated. 

I  could  not  have  been  more  than  six  years  old 
when  I  was  first  taken  out  to  sea  by  him  and 
"  entered  "  to  whiting  pout  (or  blins,  as  they  are 
called  in  that  part  of  Devon),  and  since  then  I  have 
never  missed  a  chance  of  going  sea  fishing. 

Salterton  I  consider  to  be  a  good  fishing  station, 
but  the  harbour  is  of  little  use,  being  only  avail- 
able for  a  short  time  in  the  day,  so  it  is  all  beach 
boating.  Now  this  is  all  very  well  for  young  men, 
and  I  think  all  those  who  desire  to  get  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  small  boats 
should  serve  their  apprenticeship  to  it,  but  as  we 
get  older,  tumbling  in  over  the  stem  in  launching 
and  out  over  the  bows  in  landing,  with  bruised 
and  barked  shins,  and  the  chance  of  a  ducking 
into  the  bargain,  has  but  few  charms.  But  the 
place  is  certainly  very  good  for  beach  boating,  as 
the  shore  is  steep,  and  composed  of  coarse 
shingle.  There  is  also  very  little  under  tow,  which 
at  Sidmouth  is  very  bad,  and  a  source  of  danger  to 
the  inexperienced. 

The  rocks  begin  very  near  the  shore,  and 
fishing  can  be  carried  on  without  going  more  than 
half  a  mile  from  land  ;  when  the  sand  and  shingle 
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commence,  a  mile  or  so  out,  is  a  rock  called 
Billingsgate,  which  used  to  be  a  very  good  place 
for  bakers  (the  local  name  for  black  bream),  also 
congers,  rockling,  and  others  of  the  fish  inhabiting 
deeper  water ;  but  some  years  since  the  herring 
drift  net  fishers  began  to  put  their  nets  down  so 
as  to  sweep  the  bottom.    This  was  towards  the 
end  of  the  season,  when  the  herring  were  supposed 
to  take  the  ground  to  deposit  their  spawn  on  a 
species  of  coral  with  which  the  shingle  outside  the 
bay  is  covered;  in  consequence  the  nets  got 
caught    on    Billingsgate,    and    thousands  of 
fathoms  must  have  been  lost.   The  last  time 
I  was  out  there  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
do  anything,  as   the  hooks   were  continually 
hanging  in  the  net.    It  may  be  better  there  now, 
as  I  believe  the  drifters  have  got  tired  of  losing 
their  gear,  and  give  Billingsgate  a  wide  berth. 
The  coral-like  growth  before  mentioned— I  cannot 
remember  the  name,  and  have  no  work  by  me  on 
marine  zoophytes  to  refer  to— was  dredged  up, 
and  after  undergoing  chemical  treatment  turned 
into  a  valuable  fertilizer  by  a  former  resident,  but 
the  work  was  after  a  time  abandoned  from  the 
supply  of  coral  failing,  but  was  afterwards  carried 
on  successfully  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth. 
On  this  coral-covered  shingle  whiting  and  tom 
cods  are  to  be  got,  but  I  never  did  much  good 
there.    This  is  the  limit  of  the  bay  fishing  to  the 
south.   To  the  westward  the  rocks  end  soon  after 
you  pass  the  front  of  the  Rolle  Hotel,  to  the  east 
they  run  with  occasional  breaks  nearly  to  the 
Ledge  off  the  mouth  of  the  Otter.    This  is  a  very 
good  place  for  pollack,  and  they  run  a  better  size 
than  in  the  bay  in  front  of  the  town— there  is 
generally  a  good  shoal  of  large  bass  here  as  well 
as  just  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  a  lot  of  grey 
mullet,  none  of  which  are  ever  caught,  though 
every  kind  of  dodge  has  been  tried  for  them. 
They  never  show  up  unless  on  very  calm  and 
bright  days  when,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  it 
IS  perfectly  useless  to  try  for  mullet  in  the  open 
sea.    While  on  this  subject  I  have  just  received 
a  letter  from  a  friend  in  Wales,  in  which  he  tells 
me  he  has  been  having  great  spoi-t  with  the  mullet  in 
tidal  water  with  the  Coachman,  but  complains 
that  he  loses  almost  as  many  as  he  lands  by  the 
hook  breaking  out.    I  cannot  help  thinking  his 
hooks  must  be  wrong,  for  I  have  always  found 
mine  hold  well  in  their  mouths.    This  wrinkle 
about  the  Coachman  is  worth  knowing,  and  I 
would  suggest  to  your  correspondent  "  Heron  "  to 
give  the  Salterton  mullet  a  try.    They  are  also  in 
large  numbers  inside  the  harbour,  and  I  have 
taken  a  few  there  with  a  fly,  see  "Angling  in 
.  Salt  Water,"  J.  Bickerdyke,  page  87.  After 
passing  the  Ledge  there  is  good  pollack  ground, 
the  best  off  Brandy  Head,  and  if  you  care  to 
go  on  as  far  as  Ladram  Bay  there  is  a  good 
place  there  for  large  pollack  called  No  Man's 
Land.    Between  Brandy  Head  and  Ladram  there 
is  a  place  called  Twopenny  Loaf,  from  a  fancied 
resemblance  of  a  rock  under  the  cliff  to  that 
edible.    Here  the  rocks  run  a  bit  further  out,  and 
the  pollack  are  plentiful.    In  the  autumn  the 
conger  fishing  is  very  good  on  the  Ledge  and  at 
back  of  it.    As  the  water  is  shallow  it  is  no  use 
trying  until  after  sundown;  but  from  October  till 
into  December  good  sport  may  be  had  should 
the  weather  be  favourable.    In  some  years  the 
whiting  strike  into  that  part  of  Ladram  Bay 
where  the   bottom  is  a  kind  of  clay.  These 
whiting  are  large  and  in  enormous  quantities. 
The  angler  who  happens  to  be  at  Salterton  then 
will  have  such  sport  with  big  whiting  that  it  will 
spoil  him  for  all  ordinary  fishing  for  a  long  time. 
The    shoal    is   accompanied  by  quantities  of 
mackerel,  cod,  and  ling.     The  baits  used  are 
mussels  and  pieces  of  mackerel.    Returning  to 
Salterton  Bay,  there  are  plenty  of  pollack,  but 
they  do  not,  as  a  rule,  run  so  large  as  to  the  east- 
wards.   Pout  and  their  relatives,  the  giJligants, 
are  very  plentiful,  also  conger;  these  latter  in 
autumn  and  winter.     Going  to  the  westwards, 
there  are  no  rocks  of  any  importance  after  you 
pass  the  front  of  the  village  until  you  get  to  Two 
Stones,   under  the    flagstaff    on    West  Down 
Beacon.    This  is  good  for  pollack,  pout,  and,  in 
the  autumn,  conger.    All  round  here  the  bottom 
IS  a  sort  of  mud,  and  good  sport  may  be  had  with 
dabs  and  sometimes  plaice.    The  sport  would  be 
much  better  were  the  Beer  trawlers  kept  away. 
These  men  are  the  curse  of  the  district,  and  why 
they  should  be  allowed  by  the  authorities  to  rake 
up  everything  close  inshore  passes  my  compre 


hension.  I  have  seen  them  offer  for  sale  on 
Salterton  beach  flatfish  no  bigger  than  pennies, 
and  ray,  of  different  kinds,  the  size  of  ivy  leaves. 
These  are  occasionally  bought  for  prawn  bait, 
but  are  too  small  even  for  that.  We  next  get  to 
Straight  Point,  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  Exe. 
This  is  a  fine  reef,  and  runs  out  a  long  way  in  a 
southerly  direction.  You  can  go  out  until  you 
can  see  the  Exmouth  Church  tower  open  of 
Orecombe  Head.  Big  bass  and  pollack  are 
abundant  here,  and  good  sport  may  be  looked  for ; 
the  tides  run  very  strongly  at  the  springs,  and 
not  much  can  be  done  until  it  eases.  The  best 
plan  is  to  go  in  to  Water  Shoot  Core  or  from 
Straight  Point  to  Otter  Cove.  There  are  a  lot  of 
pollack  in  these  places,  though  not  very  large, 
but  they  will  occupy  you  until  you  can  get  out  to 
Straight  Ledge  again,  and  occasionally  there  are 
a  lot  of  bass  off  Otter  Cove.  The  Salterton  boat- 
men do  not  care  much  to  go  to  the  point,  not 
caring  for  the  two  mile  row,  and  like  to  keep  their 
customers  pottering  about  in  the  bay,  but  if  you 
want  good  sport  that  is  the  place  you  must  go  to. 

With  regard  to  the  offing  fishing  there  is  a 
large  body  of  rocks  to  the  S.W.  of  Salterton  from 
eight  to  twelve  miles  out  called  by  the  fishermen 
the  Exeters,  for  the  reason,  I  have  been  told,  that 
it  is  as  far  from  Salterton  as  that  village  is  from 
Exeter,    namely,   twelve  miles.     These  rocks, 
which  are  in  about  twelve  fathoms  of  water,  are 
much  worked  by  the  crab  and  lobster  fishers. 
Fish  of  all  kinds  are  abundant  there,  and  very 
good  sport  may  always  be  had,  especially  with 
congers  and  bream.    I  should  strongly  advise 
any  visitor  desirous  of  having  really  good  sport 
to  arrange  with  one  of  the  Rogers — there  are 
three  of  them  who  work  the  outer  ground,  John, 
William,  and  Harry.     To  a  stranger  the  boats 
look  very  small  to  go  so  far  out,  but  they  are  all 
most  careful  and  skilful  men,  and  I  should  feel 
as  safe  with  them  as  I  should  in  a  large  decked 
craft.    I  do  not  know  what  their  charges  would 
be,  as  they  are  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  people 
out  with  them.    There  is  another  body  of  rocks 
to  the  southward  about  four  or  five  miles  out 
where  the  fishing  is  good,  and  pollack  especially 
run  very  large  and  are  plentiful.    The  Sedge- 
moors  and  Fords  principally  work  this  place, 
which  is  called  the  Middle  Ground.    In  the 
autumn  a  great  many  of  the  boats  go  to  the 
whiting  ground  to  the  south  and  south-west; 
they  go  as  much  as  twenty  miles,  a  long  distance 
for  small  open  boats.    It  is  hard  work,  for  often 
they  are  forced  by  calms  to  row  both  out  and  in, 
but  Salterton  men  do  not  mind  rowing,  it  is 
hereditary;  their  grandfathers  used  to  row  over 
to  Guernsey  and  back  with  tubs  of  spirits. 
It  is  a  distance  of  ninety  odd  miles.  They 
did  not  take  a  sail  for  fear  of  being  over- 
hauled.   They  pretended  that  they  had  been 
blown  off  shore,  or  had  lost  their  way  in  a 
fog,  and  for  all  this  toil  and  danger  perhaps 
they  got  no  more  than  two  sovereigns  a  man,  and 
sometimes  nothing  at  all.    James  Rogers  (the 
elder)  and  Harry  Sims  can  tell  some  queer  yarns 
about  these  times,  and  are  worth  interviewing. 
The  former  of  the  two  used  to  be  the  best  man  in 
the  place  to  take  amateurs  out.  Wilcocks  thought 
a  good  deal  of  him ;  he  mentions  him  in  his  book. 
(See  the  chapter  about  Billingsgate.)    He  is  a 
nice  man,  and  well  up  in  all  matters  connected 
with  fish  and  fishing,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him 
for  a  great  deal  I  know  about  these  matters.  I 
do  not,  however,  suppose  he  goes  out  now.  There 
was  one  man  who  did  nothing  but  pollack  fishing, 
he  is  now  dead ;  but  the  two  George  Pearcies, 
father  and  son,  do  a  good  deal  at  it.    They  ace 
both  good  men,  and  I  should  recommend  any 
angler  to  go  to  them,  as  they  know  all  the  best 
places  for  pollack,  &c. 

There  are  not  many  places  for  shore  angling, 
except  at  the  mouth  of  the  Otter  and  that  of  the 
sewer,  which  latter  I  cannot  recommend,  though 
big  bass  have  been  got  there.  At  the  Otter 
mouth  bass  may  be  got  with  a  rod  and  line.  I 
have  had  very  big  ones  by  fishing  in  the  eddy  in 
the  Bight,  using  float  tackle-and  a  large  piece  of 
squid_  for  bait.  Sea  trout  are  taken  just  inside 
the  river,  in  the  lower  salmon  pool ;  but  if  you 
get  one  keep  it  quiet,  or  they  will  drag  the  pool 
day  and  night  if  they  think  there  is  a  salmon  or 
sea  trout  in  it.  When  there  is  a  heavy  sea  on  the 
mouth  of  the  river  is  very  good  for  bass.  For 
this  use  a  throw-out  line  with  a  21b.  lead,  and  a 
conger  hook  mounted  on  gimp  (to  make  this 


see  Wilcocks'  book).    This  is  the  only  kind  of  gear 
to  use  when  there  is  much  surf.    Rod  fishing  is 
impossible,  on  account  of  the  masses  of  weed.  I 
have  had  some  good  sport,  and  the  fish  always 
run  big,  81b.  or  91b.    In  quiet  water  in  the 
evening  a  rod  may  be  used,  and  conger  or  bass 
taken  ;  but  it  is  no  use  beginning  until  it  is  dark, 
that  is,  if  the  water  in  clear.    Between  the  mouth 
of  the  river  and  the  coast  guard  station  there  is 
another  place  which  holds  a  bass  or  conger, 
but  it  is  a  rather  awkward  spot  from  some 
piles,  which  you   often  get  foul  on.    This  k 
called  the  Drain,  not  to  be  confounded  with 
the  before  named  sewer,  this  being  really  the 
outlet  of  the  brook  which  runs  through  the 
marshes.    There  is  no  other  place  for  rod  fishing 
until  you  get  to  Otter  Cove  and  Straight  Point. 
This  is  a  long  walk,  and  necessitates  a  good  deal 
of  scrambling  down  the  cliffs,  and  after  all  there 
are  only  a  few  wrasse  to  be  got,  locally  called 
curners.    There  are  a  good  many  bass  in  Little- 
ham  Cove,  and  were  it  more  easily  accessible 
would  be  frequented  by  shore  anglers  and  users 
of  throw-out  lines,  but  it  is  a  breakneck  place  to 
get  at,  and  few  people  have   ever  tried  it. 
Mackerel  are  plentiful  in  the  bay,  and  in  the 
autumn  are  taken  in  great  numbers  by  the  rowing 
boats  in  shallow  water,  usually  round  Two  Stones 
and  Littleham  Cove.    The  early  morning  is  the 
best  time,  and  several  dozen  may  be  taken. 
Three  lines  are  used,  a  leaded  one  on  each  quarter, 
and  one  on  a  bobber  at  the  stern ;  the  two  leaded 
lines  baited  with  a  slip  from  a  mackerel's  tail,  and 
the  unleaded  one  with  three  flies,  with  a  Baby 
Spinner  over  the  bottom  one.     Some  seasons 
numbers  of  twait  and  Alice  shad  come  in  with  the 
mackerel,  and  are  taken  on  the  lines  with  them. 
These  fish  are  not  eatable  when  caught  in  salt 
water,  being  thin  and  bony,  but  show  a  little 
sport. 

Mussels  are  the  principal  bait  for  pout  and 
whiting.  They  are  obtained  from  Lymstone, 
where  great  quantities  are  laid  down  to  fatten  for 
the  London  market.  Some  fair-sized  ones  large 
enough  for  pout  are  got  under  West  Down 
Beacon.  The  rocks  at  this  place  are  very  soft, 
and  full  of  pholas.  Wilcocks  used  to  dig  them 
out  with  a  chisel,  and  use  them  for  bait ;  but  I  do 
not  think  anyone  else  has  ever  taken  the  trouble 
to  collect  them. 

There  are  plenty  of  mud  worms  in  the  harbour, 
but  they  are  rather  small,  and  six  or  eight  must 
be  put  on  the  hook  for  pollack.    Small  eels  can  be 
got  in  Swan's  Pond  in  the  marsh,  and  in  the 
different  brooks.  Lamperns  were  said  by  Wilcocks 
to  be  in  the  brook  which  runs  from  Bicton,  and 
joins  the  Otter  by  Otterton  Bridge,  but  I  could 
never  find  any,  and  think  they  must  have  become 
extinct  since  his  time.  They  are  a  splendid  bait  for 
pollack.    In  open  winters  pollack  may  be  taken  in 
the  bay.    Those  I  have  caught  were  on  the  red 
eel,  or  the  "  Underhill,"   so  named  from  its 
inventor,  Mr.  G.  Underhill,  who  is  by  far  the  best 
amateur  sea  angler  in  the  place.  They  were  never 
more  than  lib.  or  IJlb.,  and  rathfer  thin,  but  bit 
well.    Mr.  Underhill  seems  to  have  had  very  good 
sport  in  the  winter  of  '99,  about  Christmas,  having 
got  a  fish  nearly  121b.  at  the  back  of  the  Ledge, 
and  weights  of  fish  451b.  and  541b.  on  other  days, 
most  good  fish.    I  think  this  ought  to  encourage 
anglers  to  try  whiffing  for  pollack  in  the  winter, 
and  I  am  sorry  now  I  never  went  in  for  it  more. 
As  far  as  I  know,  except  in  Plymouth  Sound,  no 
one  ever  thinks  of  trying  for  them  in  the  winter 
months.    It  is  only  occasionally  that  winter  fish- 
ing can  be  carried  on  at  Salterton,  as  during 
heavy  gales  the  debris  from  the  base  of  the  cliffs 
is  washed  into  the  sea,  discolouring  it ;  and  there 
are  also  frequent  landslips,  called  by  the  fisher- 
men "  rooshers,"  which  bring  down  tons  of  sand 
and  marl.  There  was  a  very  large  one  this  season, 
which  spoilt  the  fishing  for  a  long  time.    About  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town  to  the  westward 
are  some  flat  rocks,  the  crevices  in  which  are  full 
of  seed  mussels.    At  intervals  this  place  is  visited 
by  shoals  of  very  large  plaice.     They  swallow 
the  mussels  whole.    I  have  found  nearly  half  a 
pint  in  a  fish.    The  shells  are  small — from  ^in.  to 
lin.  in  length.    The  plaice  are  caught  in  large 
numbers  in  seines,  but  I  have  never  known  one  of 
any  size  taken  on  a  hook,  though  small  ones  are 
plentiful  sometimes  on  the  dab  ground.   A  good 
many  sea  trout  and  a  few  salmon  come  into  the 
tidal  portion  of  the  Otter.   I  expect,  after  the 
news  of  your  correspondent  "  Heron "  having 


caught  a  big  fish  got  about,  every  net  in  the  place 
was  brought  into  play,  and  each  hole  in  the  bank 
groped  by  eager  poachers.  It  is  a  great  pity  this 
18  done,  for  if  the  river  only  had  fair  play  some 
fine  sport  would  be  had  in  the  free  water. 

Edwin  Gosling 


RE-OPENING  OF  THE  HOTEL  METRO 
POLE  AT  BLACKPOOL. 
The  Hotel  Metropole,  Blackpool,  which  is  situated  on  a 
point  which  is  at  once  the  most  comnaandiDg,  central,  and 
charmiDg  in  this  delightful  and  prosperous  seaside  resort 
was  re-opened  to  the  public  last  week.  The  hotel,  which 
18  now  under  the  management  of  Messrs.  Spiers  and  Pond, 
Ltd.,  has  been  S3  transformed  since  its  acquisilion  by  the 
firm  mentioned  that  it  is  now  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a 
new  hotel,  replete  with  every  modern  convenience  and 
luxury.  It  has  been  nearly  doubled  in  size.  A  noteworthy 
feature  of  the  new  hotel  is  that  all  the  sitting  and  bed- 
rooms in  the  front— all  the  principal  rooms,  in  fact— have 
balconies  attached,  a  lovely  view.  The  hotel  is  lighted 
throughout  by  elfctricity,  ard  new  plant  for  heating  in 
winter  has  been  laid  on.  In  fact,  the  Blackpool  Metro- 
pole  has  every  attribute,  internal  as  well  as  external,  of  a 
high-clas3  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  hotel. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


-Bluer  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton).— We  have  had  a  splendid  rain,  which 
has  freshened  the  river  up,  but  has  made  no  difference  as 
regards  the  colour  of  the  water.  Barbel  are  affording  the 
best  sport  at  the  present  time  in  swims  well  baited  with 
worms.  The  Countess  of  Wilton  and  Sir  Frederick  John- 
stone, in  four  days,  have  beaten  all  their  previous  takes 
this  year,  creeling  on  July  30,  1101b. ;  on  Aug.  1  801b  • 
2Qd,  2001b.;  and  on  the  7th,  1001b. ;  best  fish  81b.,  and 
many  between  61b.  and  7Ib.  ;  all  returned.  This  makes 
an  average  of  ^Olb.  per  hour  to  her  ladyship'd  own  rod 
since  the  commencement  of  the  season.  Dr.  Cahill 
piloted  by  James  Bunce,  has  taken  iust  over  1001b.,  best 
fish  6Jlb, ,  which  I  am  having  set  up  for  the  doctor,  all  the 
rest  being  returned.  Mr.  C.  Franklin  had  fifteen  barbel 
and  chub  la  two  hours  on  the  4th.  Mr.  A.  Brown  and 
Mr.  H.  Hetherington  have  alsi  had  some  good  takes  each 
evening,  between  six  and  eight  o'clock,  the  best  five  fish 
turning  the  scale  at  just  over  201b  —Cecil  Howlett. 

~-.  (Henley).— Aug.  9.— The  rain  has  improved  the 
condition  of  the  river,  and  fish  have  been  feeding  better 
duriDg  the  last  few  days.  Patrons  of  S.  Arlett  have  been 
doing  well  with  the  roach,  perch,  and  gudgeon  ;  the  latter 
hsh  now  come  freely  to  the  rake.  Patrons  of  G.  James 
have  secured  barbel  up  to  71b.,  and  a  nios  lot  of  chub  up 
to  bilb,,  which  were  taken  by  chucking  a  dead  frog.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs  has  taken,  among  other  fish,  a  barbel  of  Sib'. 
Prospects  are  promising  for  the  next  few  days.— Stanley 
Mead. 

-—  (Lechlade  and  Cricklade).— The  heavy  rains 
we  have  had  during  the  week  discolonred  the  water  a 
litt  e,  but  it  quickly  clears.  It  was  very  welcome,  for 
even  the  upper  Thames  Valley  meadows  were  getting 
parched  and  dry.  The  rain  put  the  roach  and  perch  better 
OQ  the  feed,  and  in  several  instances  in  these  districts 
some  good  sport  has  been  had  and  some  good  chub  have 
been  killed.  As  for  Thames  trout,  I  can  but  hear  of  one 
3-ponnder  at_ present.— Rambler. 

(Twiokenham).— Angling  has  been  very  good 
this  list  week.  Mr.  Hyde,  with  Frost,  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing took  a  good  bag  of  roach,  largest  lib.  5oz. ;  Messrs. 
Barrow  and  Laff,  Sunday  morning,  several  dozen  roach 
sorne  bream,  and  two  perch  over  lib.  each ;  Mr.  Beavis 
and  mjself,  with  friend,  on  Monday  morning,  seven  dozen 
roach,  some  barbel,  and  eels;  Mr.  Beavis,  with  Mr 
Clarke,  Tuesday,  a  good  bag  of  roach  and  a  few  bream. 
8.  Cole  had  several  takes  of  roach  and  barbel :  also  H 
Harper.- F.  J.  O.  S. 

„~  (Walton).— Fishing  the  bay  at  Walton  on  Bank 
Holiday,  Mr.  Savage,  sen.,  caught  a  nice  lot  of  roach  in 
tour  hours.  The  biggest  fish  weighed  13Joz.,  and  there 
was  not  an  unsizeable  fish  among  the  lot.  The  total  catch 
IZ  L  ^^''^  ^^o^*"      tlie  Anglers'  Hotel, 

ana  the  take  was  much  envied  by  the  Londoners  assembled 
there. — H.  C.  A. 

——  (Walton).— Since  the  rain  the  fish  are  feeding 
much  better,  and  the  water  might  be  said  to  be  now  in 
good  condition  for  all-round  fishing.  Clients  fishing  from 
my  punts  have  been  having  very  fine  sport  amongst  the 
roach  and  bream.  Mr.  Haxall,  out  with  Whalford.  has 
had  very  good  epoit  with  the  barbel,  bis  clients  having 
baited  very  freely  with  Nottingham  worms.  I  have  been 
getting  some  barbel  myself.— John  Hone 

Bure  (Norfolk.  Wroxham  District).  -  Since 
ILursday  last  (regatta  day)  the  weather  has  been  very 
wild  and  stormy,  gales  of  wind  bringing  on  tremendous 
aownpours  of  rain.  The  river  is  consequently  well  filled, 
but  not  thick,  and  in  excellent  trim  for  all-round  angling 
Dot  we  now  want  some  sunshine  to  bring  the  fish  on' 
especially  bream.  Bank  Holiday  was  the  most  wretchedly 
wet  and  windy  one  known  for  some  years,  and  though  a 
great  number  of  rods  were  on  all  sections  of  the  Bure  it 
was  too  rough  for  very  good  sport,  though  some  fine 
aiBnes  of  roach  were  caught  near  Buxton  Lamas.  Fly 
nsning  for  dace  on  that  day  was  simply  awful— results 


nil.  I  have  not  a  report  from  the  broad  this  week,  but 
that  fcsbiDg  should  now  begin  to  be  very  good  now  it  has 
settled  down  after  the  disturbance  of  the  regatta.  Yacht- 
ing  trafhc  is  not  nearly  so  heavy  this  year,  owing  possilly 
to  the  far  reacbiog  influence  of  the  war,  lut  this  the 
angler  at  least  will  not  regret.  Messrs.  H.  and  P.  Howard 
have  now  returned  to  town  after,  as  usual,  demonstrating 
that  the  Bure  still  teems  with  good  reach  and  bream  for 
those  who  know  how  to  fish  it.  Weather  to-night  very 
stormy  looking,  wind  westerly,  but  prospects  are  very 
fair.— 0.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Ea^t  Gloucestershire).  —  The 
heavy  rams  we  have  had  has  put  an  improved  appearance 
on  the  river  here,  for  it  is  now  of  a  good  height,  and  for  a 
time  was  discoloured,  but  this  rapid  stream  very  soon 
clears  and  the  autumn  fishings,  especiilly  in  the  evening, 
should  be  very  good.  The  trout  are  now  in  the  best 
possible  conditu  n  being  as  bright  as  silver,  and  their  spots 
as  bright  as  vermilion;  and  they  rise  well  io  the  early 
morning,  about  noon,  and  sgiin  in  the  evening  just  before 
sundown.— Pan. 

Ti?,»«tu*^  (Parningriam,  Hawley,  South 
jUarentn,  &c.).— The  nver  banks  are  very  moist  walking, 
but  the  heavy  rains  have  not  affected  the  river  itself, 
which  IS  still  low  and  clear  for  the  most  part.  Some  sport 
bas  been  had  by  anglers  who  know  the  river  well.  A  brace 
were  taken  this  evening,  one  of  which  was  a  rainbow;  the 
othsr^  which  I  saw,  was  a  handsome  fario  of  13in.  or  14in. 
Ihe  Ked  Quill  Gnat  isthe  fly.  I  began  very  late,  and  only 
found  one  feeding  fish,  which  rose  at  my  Olive,  but  missed. 
Very  tew  flies  were  on  the  water,  and  a  thick  mist  was 
rising.   Prospects  are  fair.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  holiday  fishing 
was  entirely  stopped  on  Bank  Holiday,  as  on  all  other 
rivers,  by  the  tremendous  storm.  The  flood  of  fresh  water, 
however,  had  the  effect  of  moving  the  fish,  and  a  few  takes 
nave  been  made  emca  on  the  moorland  waters.  Some  flies 
?J«™-^'"*°dia^  Jnvg\e  Fly,  and  Silver  Horn.  Messrs. 

T.  Distin  E.  Aokrell,  E.  Distin,  and  others  have  had 
small  lets  of  trout,  with  an  occasional  peal  in  the  evenings 
of  last  week  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Graen  has  dropped  troSt 
fiBbiBg  a  bit,  and  taken  up  salmrn  fishing,  lut  has  been 
unsuccessful  up  to  the  present.  When  he  came  into  the 
district  he  was  given  to  understand  that  the  evening  was 
about  the  only  time  to  get  sport,  but  he  tells  me  he  has 
proved  that  Dart  peal— like  those  of  other  rivers-take  by 
S^^V-?°ri'*f  periods  of  diy  fishing  Mr.  Green 

has  killed  two  brace  of  good  trout  and  a  peal,  one  brace 
fine  trcut,  and  on  Wednesday  last  a  trout,  nearly  ilb  ,  and 
a  good  peal  the  flies  tried  being  Fiery  Brown.  Alexandra, 
Black  Hackle  (all  small),  and  Greenwell's  Glory  (midge 
S)z9)  The  Post  Office  authorities,  with  the  usual  display 
ot  red  tape,  have  justsurchargedmeforaprivatetelegram, 
1  haviBg  prefaced  a  Press  meet  age  to  you  a  week  or  so 
since  Add  Kiver  Dart,"  which,  the  Pest  Offioesay,  "  was 
not  tor  publication !  '—Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.-Few  fishermen  are  out,  but 
good  bags  are  being  made.  Gu3sta  at  the  Penril  Hotel 
have  been  doinge xoeptionally  well.  Several  anglers  staying 
^^r'^^^^^^  Walton  have  also  had  fair  sport.— D.  and 
W.  H.  Foster  (Ashbourne). 

,  (Whitby).— Much  needed  rain  has  fallen  heavily 
during  the  past  week,  and  in  consequence  the  river  is  in 
heavy  flood.  Several  anglers  have  been  out,  but  owing  to 
A  *  4.T^®^^-^  condition  of  the  water  sport  has  only  been  poor. 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  prospects  for  sport  during  the 
coming  week  are  decidedly  favourable.  Large  numbers  of 
fish  have  been  seen  going  over  the  weirs  at  Ruawarp  and 
Jigtcn  Bridge.  Sea  angling  has  been  at  a  standstill  during 
the  week  owing  to  a  rough  sea.— J.  Jackson. 
mu^*^  District  (Sonth  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 
Ihe  weather  conditions  which  have  prevailed  in  the  South 
Lmcolnshire  district,  whilst  affording  rain  to  freshen  up 
the  drains,  its  thundery  character  has  been  against  sport. 
IhiB  was  particularly  the  cise  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and 
Monday.  A  good  many  went  down  into  the  district  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  themselves  a  holiday,  but  they  were 
sadly  disappointed  on  tha  Monday.  Fish  would  tcarcely 
look  at  a  bait.  About  Outwell  and  Wisbech,  indeed  on 
most  of  the  swim?  on  the  level  drains,  takes  were  very 
light.  Only  very  few  roach  were  captured,  braam  were 
ofl:,  and  tench,  rudd,  &o.,  were  disinclined  to  sport  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  fishing  on  the  Foity-foot.  About 
Deeping  on  the  Welland  fishing  has  improved,  but  it  is 
nothiDg  hke  as  good  as  it  will  be  when  the  weather  has 
settled. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Worth  KTotta).— The  anglers  who 
went  to  the  drains  about  Keadby  for  Bank  Holiday  were 
much  disappointed  by  the  almost  continuous  heavy  rain  of 
the  afternoon.  Fairly  good  accounts  had  been  received  of 
sport  on  the  canal  and  on  the  drains,  and  good  doings  were 
anticipated.  Bstween  Crowle  and  Keadby  in  the  wiJe 
stretch  balow  Cherrytree  Farm  seme  capital  roach  wcra 
landed  with  creed  wheat,  and  one  or  two  grand  specimens 
were  grassed.  What  is  cilled  the  Band  Spinrers  Drain  is 
usually  a  good  place  for  big  roach,  but  few  cime  to  hand. 
In  th9  tidal  portions,  however,  things  were  better.  In  the 
river  below  Betford  some  few  were  trying  for  roach  and 
dace,  but  they,  as  a  rule,  were  disappointed.  The  Stock- 
with  Canal  was  to  a  large  extent  deserted  on  Monday. 
There  were  belter  attractions  iu  Lincolnshire.  Tne 
Anoholmo  had  some  of  these  visitors,  and  so  had  the  Trent 
and  the  Witham  towards  Boston.  The  best  takfs  ia  the 
district  run  up  to  about  20.b.  for  the  week-end.— L. 

Kennett  and  Dunn.-The  rain  we  have  lai  during 
this  past  week  has  corsiderably  improved  theee  watsrs, 
and  the  angler  has  had  no  reason  for  being  dirsatisfied. 
Trout  have  been  taking  the  Wickham  Fancy,  Silver  Sedge, 
and  of  an  evening  the  White  Sloth  and  large-sized  Sedge! 
On  the  Whitton  one  brace  and  a  half  were  caught  by  Mr. 
Leach  weighing  4|lb.  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  and  the  fish 
were  m  marvellous  good  condition.— Gnome. 


Lark  (Lackford,  Mildenhall).  — August  Bank 
Holiday  of  1900  will  long  be  remembered,  not  only  by 
our  army  of  anglers,  but  by  tens  of  thousands  of  other- 
pleasure  seekers,  as  the  worst  day  from  a  weather 
point  ot  view  on  record  as  a  general  holiday.  Nearly  all 
our  hthing  places  were  alive  with  anglers  on  the  Saturday 
and  bunday  previous  to  Bank  Holiday.  Along  the  Lark 
stream  the  riverside  inns  were  full  of  visitors,  and  those 
who  were  fortunate  enough  to  try  on  the  Sunday  had  a 
niC9  lot  of  fish.  Pnckwillow,  the  first  fishing  place  on  the 
Lark  stream  Irom  the  Littleport  end.  did  very  well 
Jsleham.  the  next  station,  was  also  well  patronised,  and 
lots  of  good  fish  taken.  West  Row  came  next ;  capital 
takes  ot  roach  and  perch  from  there.  Worlington. 
mmJ*^  u  P'acf.  a  beautiful  deep  pool  for  big  chub  and  dace. 
Mildenhall  also  did  very  well;  several  good  trout  were 
taken  here  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Barton  Mills  was 
full  of  fishermen,  aid  the  Bull  Hotel  well  patronised.  The 
beven  Trees  swims  had  lots  of  patrons,  and  some  beautiful 
ro£ch  up  to  l|lb.  were  taken,  also  fine  dace.  Jack  Tree 
L)eep  there  were  several  anglers  trjing;  they  caught  a 
tew  nice  fish.  Temple  Lock,  a  brace  of  good  trout  were 
tiken  and  some  dace.  Icklingham  and  Lackford,  up  to 
Oherry  Lock,  there  were  anglers  all  along,  and  some  very 
good  lots  of  fish  taken.  But  the  lad  weather  of  Monday 
put  a  dead  letter  on  everything,  especially  angling.  The 
Lark  booiety  is  going  well  now,  and  members  are  pleased 
with  the  newly-acquired  ten  miles  of  new  water  — 
Eaven. 

Lea  and  Tribut aril  s,-With  the  weather  so  stormy 
and  unsettled,  it  is  little  wonder  that  anglers  have  found 
sport  quiet  up  the  Lea  this  past  holiday,  but  it  is  enscur- 
aging  to  know  that  the  rainfall  is  likely  to  eventually 
prove  beneficial.  Both  the  main  river  acd  its  feeders 
required  freshening  up  badly,  and  they  have  been  well 
attended  to  m  this  direction.  So  far,  little  has-been  done 
with  the  perch  and  pike,  but  both  fish  are  in  condition. 
In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  there  have  been  some 
nice  roach  and  breim  landed,  one  of  the  latter,  secured  at 
Angel-road,  going  over  41b.  1  hear  that  the  old  river  has 
been  almost  dry  this  week  at  the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham, 
due  to  pumping  operations  in  connection  with  the  new  reser- 
voirs. Roach  and  dace  have  been  secured  in  the  upper 
waters,  but  no  noteworthy  takes  are  reported  down  to  to- 
day (Thursday).  The  Stort  is  improved  in  condition,  and 
in  the  evening  roach  angle  1-3  ought  to  meet  with  sport  at 
Harlow,  Burnt  Mill,  and  Siwbridgeworth.  I  have  heard 
nothing  lately  from  the  Beane,  Rib,  or  Ash,  but  I  hope 
shortly  to  have  some  good  all-round  sport  to  record  — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Ln^er  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  running  m  fair  oi  d  !r,  having  been  refreshed  with  some 
ram.  The  weather  has  been  very  rough,  and  heavy 
thunder  accompanied  by  falls  of  rain  has  been  had,  but 
the  rivers  being  low,  it  has  made  little  cifference  to  th? 
water.  More  rain  threatens,  and  by  tha  end  of  the  week 
the  water  may  be  muddy,  but  it  will  soon  run  off  and  clear 
and  then  fishing  will  be  all  the  better.  A  good  few  rod! 
have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly  and  wasp  grub  with 
success.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  good.  The  Pinsley  ia 
now  in  order,  and  sport  fairly  gxd.—G Wynne. 

Itugg,  Arrow,  and  tinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  capital  order— at  fall  normal  lummer  level, 
with  a  very  faint  stain  in  the  water.  Weather  has  been 
unsettled,  with  gales  and  fierce  showers  of  rain  at  intervals. 
The  glass  is  low,  but  gently  rising,  yet  showers  continue 
to-day  (Wednesday).  On  some  sheltered  etrttches  fair 
sport,  conEiderirg  the  adverse  conditions,  has  been 
obtained,  mixed  baskets  of  trout  and  grajling.  Best 
flies:  Late  B.  own  or  August  Dun,  Sky  B'ue,  Silver  Dun 
Orange  Palmer,  Red  Ant,  Black  Palmar,  ard  Coch-y- 
bondhu  for  day  fishing;  whilst  for  evoLing,  Female  Yellow 
Dun,  Golden  Spianer,  Daik  0«1,  Red  Spinner,  July  Gnat 
and  Coaohman.  The  three  first  named  flies  in  each 
division  have  proved  most  killing.    When  the  weather 

s'-ttles  favourable  sport  should  improve  very  much  

R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborougrh).— Our  anglers  had  quite  a 
gala-day  on  Bmk  Holiday  Monday,  and  strangers  in  the 
city  wondered  what  cinsed  all  the  commotion  on  the 
river,  as  punts  were  to  be  seen  in  all  c'irecti  ns,  and  the 
timberj  on  the  river  wjre  well  covered  with  anglers,  and  if 
a  heavy  downfall  of  rain  had  not  upset  everything  results 
of  Ih )  fishing  would  have  been  satisfactory,  l>at  during  the 
morning  some  good  iiih  were  caught.  Ac  the  Lynch, 
Alwalton,  Castor,  and  Waternewton  a  large  numbar  were 
fishing,  and  some  go)d  baskets  were  brought  home.  At 
Oundle  Mr.  H.  Richards  caught  a  fine  chuli  weighing 
3Jtb.  while  fishing  from  the  North  Bridge.  The  heavy 
rains  have  now  made  a  perceptible  difference  to  the  height 
of  water  in  the  river,  and  in  a  day  or  two  the  river  ought 
to  be  in  capital  con iition. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigli  Salterton).— We  have  had  a  lot 
of  rain  duiing  the  last  viesk.  The  river  at  time  of 
reporting,  Ang.  8,  is  full  enough  for  all  angling  purposes, 
but  not  muddy.  The  trout,  however,  are  not  rising  well, 
and  sport  is,  tnd  has  bjen  for  the  last  ten  days,  as  bad  as 
it  can  possibly  be.  It  is  chilly,  treacherous  weather,  and 
this  is  probably  the  cause  of  the  fish  keeping  down.  If 
the  latter  half  of  the  month  is  warm  ard  eettled,  postibly 
the  trouting  season  may  end  up  with  a  little  ttoutish,  but 
we  must  not;  expect  too  much.  Tte  sea  trout  are  not  now 
in  the  public  water  here,  having  all  moved  up  into  the 
piivate  fisbirg  below  Otterlon  Bridge,  where  they  are 
safe,  as  no  cne  is  allowed  to  fish  there.  It  has  been  here, 
as  in  all  other  parts,  judgirg  from  reports,  a  miserable 
uin  of  Eta  trout  or  peal.  Fishirg  at  eea  abio'uttly  lil. — 
Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  r6rry).—This  has  been  a  time  here 
for  Angus!  Btnk  Holiday- plenty  of  peop'e,  plenty  of 
wind,  at)d  oh  1  the  "  wet  " — everyone  nearly  drowned.  It 
ia  all  right  again  now  the  holidajs  are  ever,  and  Mr. 
Holloway  got  some  very  fine  chub  yesterday  (Wednesday ), 
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largest  close  on  41b. ;  and  Mr.  Bartlett  took  some  very 
nice  rudd  and  roach  last  evening. — A.  Sl  ard. 

Otiso  (St.  Neots). — Here  as  elsewhere,  the  wretched 
weather  during  the  holiday  time  damped  the  ardour  of  all, 
and  but  few  cared  to  visit  the  :iver  either  for  boating  or 
fishing,  though  a  goodly  number  of  visitors  were  in  the 
town,  and  I  have  heard  of  no  tport  worth  recording, 
except  that  a  couple  of  local  anglers,  who  were  out  at 
three  o'clock  ou  Monday  morning,  got  a  bag  of  seventy 
roach,  some  of  which  scaled  lib.  The  weather  to-day 
(Wednesday)  is  better,  and  I  hope  sport  will  also  improve. 
The  water  is,  however,  very  clear. — Wm.  Nash. 

Plymouth. — The  rain  we  have  had  daring  the  week 
has  put  the  rivers  in  splendid  condition.  I  was  on  the 
Tavy  yesterday,  and  whilst  there  a  big  flood  came  down, 
making  fly  fishing  impossible.  Casts  and  flies  were 
changed  for  heavy  "  Devons,"  &o.  My  daughter  landed 
a  nice  peal,  which  turned  the  scales  at  2|lb.  A  few  others 
were  creeled  as  well.  The  Dart  fishermen  have  also  been 
having  excellent  sport.  The  next  few  days  we  shall  no 
doubt  hear  of  some  good  takes  of  peal  and  salmon.  Trout 
fishing  still  continues  to  be  good.  I  hear  they  have  pnt 
over  2000  trout  in  the  Tavy,  which  is  good  news  for  the 
fishermen. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necta.). — A  more  miserable  Bank  Holiday  than  that  of 
Monday  last  could  hardly  be  experienced,  and  those  holiday 
visitors  who  vfntured  out  on  the  riverside  had  but  very 
poor  sport,  as  the  water  was  altogether  cut  of  condition 
and  the  rivers  quite  full,  and  in  some  places  overflowing 
their  banks.  A  more_ complete  breakdown  in  the  weather 
could  not  possibly  be  imagined,  and  such  a  storm  as  swept 
over  this  neighbourhood  on  the  evening  of  Friday  in  last 
week  has  never  occurred  in  the  month  of  August  within 
the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant.  Trees  were  uprooted 
or  broken  off  as  if  the  stems  were  made  of  glass,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  country  afterwards  resembled  what  any- 
one would  fancy  it  to  be  after  a  protracted  cmnonade,  as 
trees  levelled  to  the  ground  and  branches  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes  were  everywhere  to  be  seen  coveting  the  fields  and 
roads.  A  renewal  of  the  storm  took  place  on  Monday 
night,  with  torrents  of  rain,  thunder,  and  lightning,  but  it 
fortunately  subsided  without  further  damage  being  done, 
and  the  weather  still  remains  very  unsettled,  although  at 
present  the  barometer  is  gradually  creeping  upwards.  The 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  Company  have  decided  to  make 
a  small  charge  for  angling  in  their  canal,  instead  of  pro- 
hibiting it  altogether,  as  it  was  said  at  first  that  they  were 
about  to  do. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Kivers,  ChioIieBter  Canal  and  Harbour. 
— Bank  Holiday,  so  long  looked  forward  to  by  toilers  who 
have  but  few  chances  of  indulging  in  their  favourite  pas- 
time, was  a  delusion  and  a  snare.  Other  sports  also  suffered 
— cricket,  lawn  tennis,  and  garden  parties.  A  persistent 
downpour  from  the  early  morning  kept  all  but  enthusiasts 
away  from  the  waterside,  and  those  who  braved  the 
elements  received  a  soaking  in  lieu  of  sport.  The  record 
of  the  week  is  a  poor  one.  The  Ouse  has  fished  best  from 
Lewes  up  to  the  broken  locks.  Mr.  Pain  secured  lOlb.  of 
nice  dace,  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Durrant,  Parle,  and  Allen 
are  accredited  with  roach  up  to  lib.  5cz.  Fish  feed 
generally  on  the  small  tides  by  "  swimming  "  with  gentles. 
The  Adur  and  Cuckmera  have  been  unremunerative. 
Some  London  visitors  to  the  Adur  have  secured  a  few 
dace  and  roach.  The  Rother  devotees  have  secured  a  few 
roach,  a  trout  (malformed)  of  lilb.  (taken  with  gentles 
while  roach  fishing),  a  perch  of  lib.  7oz.,  and  small  pike. 
Chichester  Canal  has  yielded  bream  up  to  IJlb  ,  roach  of 
14oz.,  and  eels  weighing  3flb.  Small  fry  are  feeding  well, 
and  give  sport  to  the  juvenile  anglers.  A  few  bass  and 
codling  have  been  ciught  in  the  harbour. — George  F. 
Salteb. 

TafF   (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).  —  Rod 

fishermen  are  having  splendid  sport.  Net  fishermen  are 
making  large  takes  of  sewin  in  the  estuary.  With  the 
heavy  rainfall  sport  should  continue  good. — H. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Rivers  have  risen  since  the 
heavy  rains  and  wind,  but  fishing  is  not  very  good.  Bank 
Holiday,  I  hear  those  who  were  out  were  most  unfortunate 
with  broken  rod  and  loss  of  flies,  the  wind  blowing  a 
perfect  gale  ;  some  returned— could  not  face  it.  Net  men 
not  very  pleased  by  the  failure  of  salmon  and  peal  coming 
into  the  rivers.  Should  rain  continue  fishing  must 
improve. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— At  time  of 
writing  (Aug,  6)  the  river  is  very  flooded,  but  sport  should 
be  good  during  next  week.  Trout  appear  rather  scarce, 
although  some  nice  fish  were  taken  last  week.  Rain  very 
heavy  yesterday  and  to-day.  Good  quarters  may  be  had 
at  the  Lion  Royal  Hotel,  coupled  with  free  fishing  for  a 
mile  or  two. — H. 

Teme  (IiUdlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fiihing,  and  has  been  greatly  improved  by  rain.  The 
weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  heavy  thunder- 
etorma,  followed  by  heavy  rain,  have  been  had,  but  owing 
to  the  river  having  been  so  low  it  made  little  difference  to 
the  water,  and  it  is  only  now  that  a  stain  is  on  it,  which, 
if  the  wet  weather  continues,  will  cause  it  to  be  muddy. 
Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  a  good  few  rods  have 
been  out,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  and  feeding  better, 
and  some  fair  dishes  of  trout,  eels,  and  grayling  have  been 
landed.  Fly  fishing  is  slow  at  present.  The  best  flies  to 
use  are  the  Palmers,  August  Dun,  July  Gnat,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  Coachman,  and  Moths.  Wasp  grub,  maggot, 
and  worm  fishing  has  accounted  for  good  dace,  roach, 
trout,  and  chub.  Minnow  fishing  good  under  the  weirs. 
On  Saturday  a  good  dish  of  trout  was  landed  with  the 
wasp  grub ;  with  fly  on  Monday  six  trout  and  four  grayling 
were  landed;  and  with  worm  some  nice  fish  have  been 
landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in 
fair  order  for  fishing,  and  some  nice  trout  taken  in  them 
bottom  fishing. — Worcester. 


Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  dbtriot  the  weather  has 
been  very  changeable,  and  heavy  storms  accompanied  by 
thunder  and  lightning  have  passed  over  the  district,  but  it 
has  not  made  much  difference.  It  has  certainly  improved 
the  state  of  the  water,  which  was  getting  low,  and  the  trout 
are  more  inclined  to  be  on  the  feed.  A  fair  number  of 
rods  have  been  out  and  have  used  fly  and  wasp  grub,  and 
some  fine  trout  have  been  taken.  Grayling  are  beginning 
to  rise,  and  several  fish  have  been  landed.  With  fine 
weather  there  should  be  good  sport,  but  it  is  very  doubtful, 
and  the  river  may  be  coloured  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  fair  order. — 
Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Oloncestershire).— 

A  ramble  over  the  Swan  trout  fishery  found  it  in  very 
good  order  for  the  autumn  fishings,  and  there  is  [still 
a  nice  show  of  trout  here.  The  MUe  Pound  was  cut  last 
week  and  is  in  capital  order.  Two  or  three  rods  have  been 
out  but  there  has  not  been  much  doing ;  Mr.  Morgan 
caught  a  nice  perch.  Dr.  Pilkington  reports  good  sport 
from  the  north  and  also  at  Lechlade  Mill  on  the  Leach. 
Cray-fishers  are  about  trying  for  these  crustaceans,  of 
which  there  are  a  good  few.  Season  closes  Sept.  30. — 
Sherry  Spinner. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridgfe).— Rivers 
are  now  in  splendid  condition  for  fishing.  We  have  had 
two  splendid  floods — on  Friday  and  Monday— which  has 
undoubtedly  brought  salmon  np.  Mr.  Herbert  Evans 
caught  a  very  nice  sea  trout,  4jib.,  on  Monday,  with  the 
minnow.  I  expect  to  hear  of  a  few  salmon  being  caught 
every  day  now. — Pontsenny. 

Welsh  Haxp  (Hendon).— The  following  have  been 
weighed-in  since  last  report :  Messrs.  Prior,  111b.,  bream  ; 
Yeovil,  81b.,  bream  ;  Jacques,  181b.,  bream  ;  Nichols,  one 
jack,  9|lb. ;  Cannon,  one  jick,  41b.  13oz. ;  Dainton,  101b., 
bream;  Palmer,  201b.,  bream;  Chalkley,  141b.,  bream; 
and  Yardley,  16lb.,  bream.  The  jack  or  perch  prize  on 
Aug.  4  was  won  by  Mr.  Cannon,  although  he  scored  very 
luckily.  Mr.  Nichols  had  a  jack  weighing  9|lb.,  but 
brought  same  too  late  to  scale.  Please  note  scale  closes 
at  eight  o'clock.  We  have  decided  to  give  some  additional 
prizes  during  August,  September,  and  October  ;  particulars 
will  be  forwarded. — F,  Vinall. 

Wltham,  &o.  (Mid-Unooln«hire).— The  drains 
about  Boston  had  a  good  many  visitors  for  the  week-end. 
The  best  sport  appears  to  have  been  obtained  on  the 
Bargate  and  the  Mount  Pleasant  waters.  The  Frith  Bank 
water  has  been  neglected,  and  the  Hobhole  has  been 
fouled  by  the  inrash  of  sea  water  near  Frieston.  On  the 
Hobhole  at  Old  Leake  things  have  been  slow,  but  about 
Church  Bridge  bream  and  roach  are  in  plenty,  but  refuse 
through  the  thunder.  The  attraction  on  the  river  on  Bank 
Holiday  was  a  £100  sweepstakes  at  Kirkstead.  It  is  some 
years  since  £100  was  offered,  and  entries,  owing  to  the 
rain,  were  limited.  During  the  fishing  rain  fell  in  torrents, 
still  the  first  prize  was  taken  with  over  61b.  The  bad 
weather  of  the  week-end  has  been  disappointing  ;  still  we 
hear  of  one  or  two  good  takes  near  Ask  Holt.  The  other 
day  a  couple  of  anglers  took  nineteen  fish,  scaling  over 
801b.  The  best  was  a  bream  of  51b.  About  Dogdyke 
there  were  one  or  two  good  takes,  and  so  also  about 
Langrick.  Between  Stixwold  and  Kirkstead  takes  ran  up 
to  301b.  At  Anton  Gowts  there  has  been  fairly  good 
epott.  Here  a  specimen  roach  of  IJlb.  was  taken.  About 
Bardney  sport  was  only  moderate. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Berwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
were  in  order  for  fly  fishing  until  Friday  in  last  week,  and 
there  were  several  nice  baskets  obtained.  Mr.  Cooper, 
fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  below  Eowsley, 
secured  five  brace  with  his  little  grey  fly.  Mr,  Pearson,  of 
Chesterfield,  landed  a  similar  creel  of  fish ;  whilst  Mr. 
D.  P.  Pearson,  fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water,  in  Matlock  Dale,  has  obtained  several 
very  good  fish  that  has  weighed  over  lib.  each.  Since 
Friday  heavy  rain  and  rough  wind  have  entirely  put  a  stop 
to  all  kinds  of  fishing.  If  no  more  rain  falls  the  Wye  will 
be  in  order  by  this  week  end,  and  the  Derwent  early  part 
of  next  week,  when  the  following  flies  will  be  useful  : 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun,  Throstle  Wing.  Little 
Marryatt,  Golden  Dun,  and  Black  Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swa^e,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Ouse,  &o.  (York- 
shire).— Eaia  and  floods  have  been  against  anglers 
except  in  the  upper  waters  and  the  tributary  streams,  in 
which,  when  the  weather  has  been  at  all  favourable,  trout 
anglers  have  had  a  fine  time  of  it,  and  some  heavy  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  caught  with  the  worm,  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon,  and  the  natural  minnow.  On  Saturday  Mr.  J.  B. 
Miller  caught  eighteen  fine  fish  in  three  hours  in  the 
Cover  ;  Mr.  J.  Osborne,  jun.,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  jun., 
had  fifty  trout  in  one  of  the  moorland  becks.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Hawes  Angling  Association  have  enjoyed  good 
sport  in  their  water.  Monday  was  a  wretched  wet  day  for 
the  Bank  Holiday  anglers.  The  Yaxm  Angling  Club 
fished  their  annual  match  at  Middleham  on  Monday.  The 
water  was  very  thick,  but  fair  sport  was  had.  The  result 
was  as  follows  :  First,  Mr.  J.  Ramsey,  41b.  lloz.  (in- 
cluding a  chub  weighing  21b.  lOoz.) ;  second,  W.  Eitching, 
lib,  12ioz. ;  third,  W.  Layfield,  lib.  6Joz. ;  fourth,  R. 
Goldsbrough,  lib.  4:z.  Fourteen  competed.  A  special 
prize  of  a  rod  was  given  by  Mr.  W.  Elgie,  Crown  Hotel, 
Yarm,  for  the  heaviest  fish,  which  was  won  by  Ramsey. 
The  members  enjoyed  a  capital  dinner  at  the  White  Swan 
Hotel,  Middleham.  The  Knaresborough  Conservative  A.  A. 
held  their  annual  fishing  match  and  competition  for  silver 
cup  at  Boroughbridge,  by  kind  permission  of  Mr,  A,  S. 
Lawson,  of  Aldborough  Manor,  on  Bank  Holiday  Monday, 
when  upwards  of  thirty  members  took  part.  Home  very 
good  sport  was  had  considering  the  very  bad  weather, 
rain  coming  down  aU  the  afternoon.  Mr,  J,  Swale  won 
the  cup  with  a  total  weight  of  91b.  S^oz,,  securing  a  grand 
barbel  which  weighed  61b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  A.  Howard  coming 
in  second  with  a  grand  bream  which  weighed  31b,  lloz,, 


this  class  of  fish  not  having  been  caught  in_  the  district 
for  some  years.  The  several  prizes  were  given  by  the 
tradespeople  of  Knaresborough  and  some  Harrogate 
friends  The  following  is  a  list  of  prize-winners  :  Mr.  J. 
Swale  (Dib.  8Joz.),  Mr.  A.  Howard  (3lb.  lloz  ),  Mr,  W. 
Taylor  (31b.  4w.).  Mr.  C.  F.  Smith,  Mr.  A.  Barker,  Mr. 
J.  Styles,  Mr.  R.  Lowther,  Mr.  J.  W.  Burton,  Mr.  W. 
Windsor,  Mr.  L.  Soratcbard,  Mr.  G.  AUenby,  Mr.  E. 
Wood,  Mr.  A.  Reaveley,  Mr.  C.  Howard,  Mr.  G.  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  J.  Taylor,  Mr.  H.  Fisher.  In  the  Swale  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Morton  Bridge  some  anglers  from 
Stockton,  &o  ,  have  done  very  fairly  considering  the 
thick  water.  To-day  there  is  a  great  improvement 
in  both  weather  and  water,  and  some  good  sport 
may  be  looked  forward  to  next  week.  Mr.  C,  Dixon, 
Mr,  Chapman,  and  others  have  had  good  sport  in 
Bedale  Beck,  and  the  Wiske  and  other  tributaries  of  this 
river  are  now  fishing  better;  more  favourable  accounts  are 
to  hand  from  the  Nidd,  Wharfe,  &a.,  and  only  a  con- 
tinuanc  i  of  to-day's  atmospheric  conditions  are  needed  to 
make  good  bags  all  round.  The  Golden  Fleece  Angling 
Association,  Leeds,  held  their  thirteenth  annual  match  at 
Stamford  Bridge  on  Monday,  by  the  kind  permission  of  Sir 
Jas.  R.  Cook,  of  Leeds.  Owing  to  the  most  unfavourable 
circumstances,  sport  was  entirely  out  of  the  question,  and 
very  small  catches  were  made.  After  the  cessation  of 
the  angling  the  members  adjourned  to  Mr.  Loadman's, 
New  Inn,  where  they  spent  a  few  pleasant  hours.  The 
prize  awards  are  as  follows :  First,  Mr.  T.  Hunter,  hon. 
secretary  Saville  Green  Brewery,  Leeds  ;  second,  Mr. 
C.  P.  Parkinson;  third,  Mr.  W,  Walker;  fourth,  Mr.  F. 
Jackson.  The  members  of  Terry's  Angling  Club,  York, 
fished  their  third  match  at  Cottingworth,  on  the  Derwept, 
on  Monday,  The  river  was  in  very  unfavourable  condition 
for  angling,  and  only  three  msn  caught  fish.  It  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  award  the  three  successful  niembers 
the  first  three  prizes  and  to  abandon  the  match  owing  to  a 
heavy  downpout'  of  rain,  which  continued  all  the  after- 
noon. The  pegs  were  drawn  about  three  o'clock.  The 
City  of  York  Angling  Club  had  their  annual  outiog  and 
competition  on  Monday  under,  I  need  hardly  say,  unfavour- 
able conditions.  The  anglers  braved  the  bad  weather. 
As  I  write  our  rivers  are  running  down  into  splendid  trim, 
and  prospects  for  next  week  could  not  possibly  be  better. 
The  best  bait  for  bottom  fishing  is  the  wasp  grub,  and, 
as  only  anglers  can  do,  the  principal  ca,tches  were  made  by 
Messrs.  R.  Eden,  R.  Broadley,  J.  Smurthwaite,  W.  J. 
Smith,  0.  S.  Wake,  A.  Pratt,  D.  Wriggles  worth,  E.  Birch, 
R,  Bailey,  and  J.  Atkinson.  Gently  the  grayling  are 
beginniag  to  rise,  and  a  good  cast  for  them  and  trout  next 
week  is  the  Brown  Owl,  Bracken  Clock,  and  Red  Ant, 
Dotterel  and  Orange.- J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street.  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.), 

—On  26th,  27th,  28th,  and  30th  ult.  a  nurnber  of  anglers 
were  out  on  Lochs  Cama,  Boarlan,  Veyatie,  Urigill,  and 
other  waters,  but  want  of  space  forbids  full  details. 
Baskets  generally  ran  from  one  and  a  half  dozen  to  five 
dozen  trout,  and  up  to  18|lb.  ia  weight.  Oa  31st,  Mr, 
Vinter,  Cambridge,  on  Loch  Urigill,  had  fifty  trout, 
15lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyke,  on  same  loch,  seventy,  191b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  four  and  a  half 
dozen,  161b.  On  let  inst.  somewhat  similar  baskets  were 
made.  On  2nd,  Mr.  Vinter,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty-four, 
9ilb. ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  on  Boarlan,  twenty,  161b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dyke,  on  Cama,  thirty-two,  111b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barrett,  fifty,  18^1b.  On  3rd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell, 
Aberdeen,  fourteen,  61b. ;  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  eighty- 
nine,  221b, ;  Mr.  Vinter,  twenty-five,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dyke,  seventy-one,  181b. ;  and  Dr.  and  Mrs,  Rose,  London, 
on  Loch  Cama,  fifty-three,  191b.  On  4th  baskets  ranged 
from  two  to  six  dozen,  and  up  to  221b.  in  weight. — B. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle,— As  has  been  recorded 
previously,  this  promises  to  be  the  best  herling  season  on 
the  above  rivers  for  years.  Since  last  repoit_  rain  has 
continued  to  fall  more  or  less,  and  a  heavy  rain  in  Liddes- 
dale  on  Friday  flooded  the  Liddle,  which  for  a  coriple  of 
days  was  very  thick  in  the  upper  reaches.  The  river  is 
now  in  capital  order  for  anglers,  and  some  good  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  Copsha  district  below  the  junction 
of  the  Liddle  and  Hermitage  waters.  On  Saturday,  Mr, 
J.  Beattie  creeled  seven  whiting ;  Mr.  J.  Carruthers 
caught  two  sea  trout  and  seven  whiting  ;  Mr.  J,  Crozier 
had  six  whiting ;  Mr,  I.  Inglis  had  three  sea  trout  and  five 
whiting ;  Mr.  J.  Baxter  had  seven  herling ;  Mr.  Walter 
Armstrong  had  one  sea  trout  and  two  whiting ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Law,  Canonbie,  had  a  salmon  of  101b,  in  the  Liddle,  and 
two  sea  trout;  Messrs.  Johnstone  and  Hill  had  good 
baskets  of  sea  trout  and  herling  in  the  same_  water  ;  Mr, 
W.  Murray  creeled  twenty  herling  in  the  mid-reaches  of 
the  Liddle ;  Mr,  J.  Smith  had  a  number  of  yellow  trout, 
some  sea  trout,  and  whiting  in  the  same  water ;  Mr.  Mason 
had  two  sea  trout  and  some  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Dixon  creeled 
a  dozen  yellow  trout  and  several  herling  in  the  upper, 
reaches;  Mr.  D.  Calvert,  Canonbie,  had  twenty-five 
herling  in  the  lower  reaches  ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  Rowanburn, 
had  good  sport  with  sea  trout  in  the  Liddle,  killing  nine  in 
all  at  three  fishings  ;  Mr.  A.  Jardine  killed  three  sea  trout  in 
the  Liddle ;  Mr.  Holliday,  Upper  Main,  had  a  sea  trout 
and  some  herling  in  the  Hermitage;  Messrs.  Dinley, 
Morrison,  and  Kyle  have  also  had  sea  trout  in  the  same 
water ;  Mr.  G.  Foster  had  four  sea  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Walker 
caught  two ;  and  Mr.  M.  Oliver  had  two  sea  trout  and  some 
yellow  trout.  Fishing  in  the  Stennish  water,  Mr,  J.  _M. 
Lightbody  had  16|lb.  of  fish,  a  large  proportion  of  which 
was  yellow  trout.  In  Langholm  water  of  the  Bek, 
Mr.  Jas.  Morrison  had  three  herling  and  two  sea  trout, 
one  of  which  weighed  31b.  On  Monday,  Mr.  A.  G. 
Glendenning  had  three  sea  trout  and  some  herling.  At 
a  fishing  in  the  reserved  water,  Mr,  Beattie,  Davington, 
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had  seven*  y  herlicg,  sea  trout,  and  yellow  trout-,  and  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  water  and  Sir  Richard  Graham's  water 
close  to  Netherby  Hall  and  Kirk  Andrews  auld  Kirk  and 
Tower,  some  fine  baskets  have  been  made  by  the  keepers, 
fish  of  the  salmon  kind  not  Laving  been  so  plentiful  for 
years.  In  the  Broomholm  reserved  water  below  Lingholm, 
one  of  the  bjst  wooded  and  most  charmiDg  spots  on  the 
Border  Esk,  good  sport  has  been  had  with  sea  trout  and 
herling.    Several  sea  ( rout  and  herling  havd  been  got  in 
the  King  Pool,  and  the  Ewes  and  Wauchope  continue  to 
afford  good  sport  with  yellotv  trout,  the  same  applies  to 
the  Tarras,  which  has  several  times  of  late  been  in  a 
roarirg  flood.     Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  J. 
Bell  caught  ten  sea  trout  and  fourteen  herling,  and 
for  the  week  he  had  over  seventy  herling  and  twenty 
one  sea  trout,  his  best  sea  trout  weighing  51b. ;  Mr. 
W.  Ross,  iu  the  same  water,  had  during  the  week 
seventy-two  herling,  seven  sea  trout,  and  a  lot  of  fine 
yellow  trout.   On  Saturday  Mr.  F.  Story,  Langholm, 
killed  twenty-six  herling,  a  sea  trout,  and  some  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Story  creeled  fourteen  herling  and  a  sea 
trout;  Mr.  J.  Laidlow  had  three  sea  trout  and  five 
herling;  Mr.  Phanloch  caught  twenty  herling;  and  Mr. 
T.  Morrison,  Langholm,  killed  fifty  herling  at  a  morning's 
fishing  close  to  the  town;  Mr.  J,  Laidlow,  Edinburgh, 
had  tour  sea  trout,  one  weighing  over  41b. ;  and  Messrs. 
Brockbank  and  Laidlow,  Ulverstone,  had  twenty-eight 
herling  and  two  sea  trout.    On  Saturday  Mr.  Payne  had 
a  'sea  trout  and  six  herling  in  the  Liddle ;  Mr.  G.  S. 
Grant,  Buck  Hotel,  Langholm,  had  several  herling  and 
two  sea  trout  iu  Glenfirra ;  several  gentlemen  staying  at 
the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  have  had  good  sport  with 
sea  trout  and  herling  in  the  upper  reachesof  the  Esk ;  and 
a  graat  many  visitors  to  the  "  muckle  toon  "  have  enjoyed 
Mr._  Douglas's   coaching   tours   immensely,  especially 
during  the  fine  weather;  anglers  staying  at  the  Crown 
Hotel  have  also  had  grand  eport ;  Mr.  McMillan  has  had 
good  baskets  of  whiting  and  sea  trout,  also  some  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Borthwick  had  two  sea  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Park 
has  been  successful  with  yellow  trout  in  the  tributaries. 
Some  fine  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  mid-reaches 
of    the    Esk.     Messrs.    Bauchope    (two    rods)  have 
landed  104  heiling,  six  sea  trout,  and  some  yellow  trout 
during  the  week.    Mr.  F.  Little,  Bjreburnfoot,  had 
mnety-six  herling,  four  sea  trout,  and  some  good  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  John  Ballantjne,  Woodhouse,  seventy-six 
hcrhng,  and  three  sea  trout;  Mr.  John  Graham,  thirty 
herhng,  five  sea  trout,  andagtilse  of  6ib.  on  Friday,  and  at 
two  night  fishings  a  score  of  herling  on  each  occasion.  Dr. 
Anderson,  B,k  Bank,  at  several  fishings  during  the  week 
killed  sixty  harling  and  five  sea  trout;  Dr.  Ogilvia  had 
thirty  herhrg  in  twofiehicgs;  and  Dr.  Court,  staying  at 
the  Cross  Keys  Hotel.  Canonbie.  creeled  twenty  herling 
and  two  sea  trout;  Mr.  T.  Johnstone,  Langholm,  had 
twenty  herhng  and  a  sea  trcut  over  51b. ;  Col.  Lockhart 
tad  a  salmon  of  141b.,  and  some  good  sport  with  herling ; 
Mr.  Molyneaux  has  had  good  Ep:rt  with  sea  t  out  and 
herhng  m  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  pot  h,  but  he  finds 
salmon  shy  even  in  the  Double  water  ;  Mr,  Brackenridge 
had  a  sea  trout  3|lb.  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  Reginald 
Steel  had  twenty-five  herliog,  and  three  sea  trout ;  Mr.  J. 
Riddle  has  had  good  baskets  of  herling  in  the  mid-reaches  ; 
Mr.  S.  McKune  had  tmo  sea  trout  in  the  Double  water; 
Mr.  J.  G.aham,  Canonbie,  iilled  three  sea  trout  in 
Byreburnfoot    watfr;    Mr.    Joe    Anderson   has  had 
good  baskets  cf  herling  and  yellow  trout  in  Lang- 
holm  water ;    Mr.    J.  Irving  has  had  similar  sport ; 
Messrs.  Barnfather  and  Weatherstone  have  had  sea  trout 
and    herling  in    Langholm    water.    Mr.    Jas.  Laid- 
low caught  twenty.five  herling  and  two  sea  trout  above 
Skippers  Bridge.    Mr.  G.  Duncan  has  hsd  good  sport 
with  sea  trout  and  herling  in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr. 
Graham,  Langholm,  had  a  dozen  hsrling  and  fcur  sea 
trcut;.    Mr.  J.  Harkness  has  also  had  good  sport.  The 
best  spoit  has  certainly  been  had  so  far  iu  the  middle  and 
upper  waters,  and  on  an  average  anglers  are  killing  from 
half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  herling  per  night.   Poor  spoit  is 
bung  had  m  the  Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge  divisions,  as 
the  continued  rises  in  the  waters  have  kept  the  fish  on  the 
move  up-stream.    Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches,  Mr.  Foster 
had  three  sea  trcut  about  2;b.  eich,  and  a  few  herling. 
Mr.  Budd  had  three  tea  trout  and  some  herling.  Mr 
Musgrove  had  two  sea  trout  and  half  a  dozen  herling.  A 
great  many  of  the  best  hauls  have  been  mide  at  night. 
Ihe  night  fly  and  the  worm  are  the  favourite  lures  on  the 
Border  Eek  and  Liddle.   Blue  Wing  and  Blue  Body, 
Wocdccck  and  Orange,  Corncrake  and  Yellow,  Yellow 
and  Brown,  Partridge  Tail  and  Purple,  are  acknowledged 
to  be  the  best  killing  flies  at  present.    In  the  Solway  a 
good  many  salmon  weie  being  caught  in  the  nets  until  the 
rain  disturbed  the  waters,  and  prospects  are  not  now  so 

good.— GiLNOC'KIE. 

Dsveron  (Banffshire).- Rod  fishing  on  this  river  is 
still  very  backward.  The  weather  of  lite  has  been  very 
rough  and  unsettled,  and  on  Tuesday  quite  a  storm  was 
experienced  on  the  coast.  The  heavy  sea  has  damaged  the 
nets,  and  it  will  ba  some  time  before  it  subsides  to  allow 
the  fashermen  to  get  them  renewed  and  put  into  position. 
Un  the  river,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  entrance,  the  net 
hshermen  have  been  confining  their  operations,  and  they 
are  doing  fairly  well,  nettirg  a  good  few  salmon  and  grilse 
aaiJy.  Ihey  are  also  landing  in  the  net  sea  trout,  which 
appear  to  be  numercusi  on  the  river.  In  the  end  of  last 
week  acd  on  Monday  of  the  present  there  was  a  good 
tshing  on  the  coast.  At  the  close  of  last  week  the  total 
Jiem  tor  the  Deveron  district  showed  thirty  boxes— an 
increase  for  (he  corresponding  week  last  year.  On  Monday 
ot  this  week  six  boxes  were  dispatched  to  the  markets. 
Ihe  hshings  at  Gardenstown  are  also  doing  well,  no  fewer 
than  fave  boxes  having  been  sent  to  the  market  on  Tues- 
aay.  balmon  are  improving  in  weight,  averaging  121b.  to 
J51b  and  grilse  over  filb.  The  quality  this  season  has 
also  been  superior. 


Docharfc   (Luib   Hotel,  Perthshire).— Mr.  H. 

Young,  of  York,  out  frons  Loib  Hotel  on  Aug.  2,  landed  a 
nice  salmon,  ISJlb.  On  Tuesday,  the  7th,  one  of  18Ib.— 
D.  McNaughton. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— July  30,  Mr. 
Webb,  Awe,  ten  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  Awe,  eight 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Moberly,  Gillaroo,  fifteen  trout,  91b. ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Bartholomew,  Letteressa,  nine  trout,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Barnett,  Inver,  one  salmon.  71b.  July  .31,  Mr.  Webb, 
Awe,  ten  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Andrews,  Mid-Assynt,  eighteen 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Stuart,  Skeig,  nine  trout,  .'l.b. ;  Mr. 
Bartholomew,  Traligall,  four  tront,  2Jlb.  ;  Miss  Bartholo- 
mew, Gillaroo,  one  tront,  21b. ;  Mr.  Bartholomew, 
Gillaroo,  two  trcut,  lib. ;  Mr.  Barnett,  Inver,  one  grilse, 
3ilb. ;  one  salmon,  71b.  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Webb,  Inver,  ten 
trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  Mid,  sixteen  trout,  61b.  ; 
Messrs.  Moberly  and  Smith,  Hill,  thr^e  trout,  41b.  Au^.  2, 
Mr.  Smith,  Head  Assynt,  one  grilse,  51b.  Aug.  .3,  Mr. 
Stuart,  Awe,  eighteen  trout,  81b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Hussy,  Mid- 
Assynt,  ten  trout,  51b.  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Bartholomew,  Mid- 
Assynt,  fourteen  trout,  71b.;  Messrs.  Scott  and  Rose, 
Letteressa,  twelve  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  Awe,  fourteen 
trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Andrews,  Inver,  twelve  trout,  121b.,  and 
one  sea  trout,  31b.— W.  Wallace. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  weather  has  been  over- 
cast during  the  week,  with  heavy  rainfalls  and  strong 
winds  from  the  east  and  north.  Fish  have  been  taking 
the  fly  freely,  and  excellent  sport  has  been  got.  Fifteen 
members  of  the  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew's  Club  captured 
thirty-one  tront,  231b.  First,  Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie,  seven, 
51b.  7oz.  The  Leith  Flyfi-hers'  Association  secured,  with 
ten  rods,  fifty  trout,  311b.  4:z.  First,  Mr.  P.  G.  D. 
Gibson,  thirteen,  91b.  loz. ;  second,  Mr.  G.  P.  Galloway, 
thirteen,  71b.  Glasgow  Clydesdale  Club  creeled,  with  ten 
rods,  sixty-three  trout,  401b.  6oz.  First,  Mr.  A.  Hill,  sixteen, 
91b.  5oz  ;  second,  Mr.  P.  McCulloch,  eleven,  81b.  lloz. 
Forty-four  members  of  the  Glasgow  District  Angling 
Clubs'  Association  competed  on  Tuesday,  and  had  the 
record  catoh  of  the  season,  with  603  (rout,  3481b.  8cz, 
There  were  eleven  clubs  represented,  each  by  four  mem- 
bers. The  trophy  was  won  by  the  Bothwell  and  Blantyre 
Club  with  seventy-three,  441b.  13oz.  Gold  badges  were 
presented  to  each  of  the  competitors  of  the  winning  team, 
viz.,  Messrs.  A.  R.  McKercher,  A.  R.  Ness,  J.  Fleming, 
and  D.  Duff.  Sweepstakes  were  awarded  for  the  four 
best  results  from  club  boats,  viz. :  First,  Messrs.  A.  R. 
JIcKercher  and  A.  R.  Ness,  of  Bothwell  and  Blantyre 
Club,  with  forty-six,  271b.  loz. ;  second,  Messrs.  T. 
Lawson  and  J.  McGugan,  of  Pollokshields  Club, 
forty-seven,  241b.  4oz. ;  third,  Messrs.  A.  McKenzie 
and  D.  C.  McNanght,  Coatbridge  Club,  fifty-two, 
231b.  14oz.  ;  fourth,  Messrs.  G.  Hogg  and  L. 
Grey,  Wanderers'  Club,  thirty,  211b.  6oz.  Private 
parties:  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Shettleton,  Glasgow, 
fifty,  331b. ;  Mr.  Steell,  Comrie,  thirty-nine,  251b. ;  Mr. 
F.  G.  D.  Gibson,  Leith,  twenty-four,  201b. ;  Mr.  J.  Tod, 
Kinross,  forty-four,  371b. ;  Mr.  J.  Young,  Glasgow,  twenty, 
141b.  8oz  ;  Major  Breeks  and  Mr.  Armstrong,  twenty-six, 
201b.  8:z  ;  Mr.  Wood,  Coatbridge,  twenty  -nine,  191b,  ; 
Messrs.  J.  and  W.  Brown,  Dunfermline,  twenty-one, 
201b.;  Mr.  Corstorphine.  twenty-four,  18ib.  8oz.  (his 
heaviest  trout  weighed  31b.);  Mr.  Tanqueray  and  Mr. 
Martin,  Edinburgh,  twenty-five.  161b. ;  Mr.  J.  Houston, 
Glasgow,  twenty-two,  191b  ;  Mr.  Francis  and  party, 
twenty-five,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Lancelot,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
twenty-two,  171b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Macfarlane, 
Bothwell,  twenty-three,  161b.  8„z  ;  Mr.  Alexander,  forty- 
seven,  271b.  J  Mr.  Cargey,  Edinburgh,  thirty,  171b. 
Evening  fishing  has  been  the  most  successful  of  the 
season.  The  following  were  out  a  few  hours :  Mr. 
Walker,  eight,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hardie  and  Mr.  Galloway,  Edin- 
burgh, twelve,  121b. ;  Dr.  Mungle,  Kinross,  eight,  81b. ; 
Mr.  McNicoll  aid  Mr.  Campbell,  Perth,  twenty-one, 
121b.  8oz. ;  Dr.  Craig,  Cowdenbeath,  sixteen,  141b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Shettleton,  Glasgow,  eleven, 
91b.  12oz.— Robert  B.  Laing. 

liOohness  (Fo^eis  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel,  on  July  24,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Dundee,  got  two  trout, 
IJlb.  ;  on  the  25th,  twelve  trout,  6lb. ;  on  the  26th,  six 
trout,  31b. ;  on  the  30th,  one  grilse,  41b. ;  on  the  31st,  one 
grilse,  51b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  etenness  (Orkney).— The  following  gentle- 
men from  the  Sfanding  Stones  Hotel  fished  the  Loch  of 
Stennesa:  July  25,  Mr.  Ackworth,  one  trout,  71b.  27th, 
Mr.  Ruffey,  four,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Higgins,  two,  31b.  Aug.  l' 
Mr.  Higgins,  six,  Sflb.  (heaviest,  21b  ) ;  Rev.  Mr.  Cheyne. 
four,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Ruffey,  two,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Ackworth,  two 
2Ib.  2nd,  Mr.  Higgins,  two,  2Jlb.  3rd,  Mr.  Ackworth, 
one,  2Jlb.  4th.  Mr.  Thomson,  two,  4|lb.  (heaviest  31b  ) ; 
Mr.  Higgins,  four,  51b.;  Mr.  Ackworth,  two,  4'b.  ;  Mr. 
Ruffey,  one,  21b.  6th,  Mr.  Higgins,  six,  7ilb.  (heaviest  21b  ). 
— John  Mackay. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  N.B.).— On  31st.  Mr.  Johnston, 
Skelpeck  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  beat  No.  6 ;  and 
Mr.  Carter  grassed  three  salmon  on  private  water.  On 
2nd  inst.,  Mr.  Johnston  caught  one  salmon;  on  3rd,  one 
salmon;  and  on  4th,  he  landed  two  salmon.  Weather 
very  stormy,  and  river  in  flood  — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  grilse  season  has 
been  a  dead  failure  as  yet.  While  fish  have  been  got 
plentifully  enough  on  the  coast  stations,  few,  comparatively 
speaking,  have  been  got  in  the  ordinary  haunts  iu  the 
rivers.  Fine  running  waters  have  been  experienced,  yet 
what  grilse  or  salmon  have  run  up  have  not  rested  in  the 
pools.  On  some  sections,  instead  of  twenty  and  thirty  grilse 
and  salmon  for  the  summer  season,  only  two  and  three  fish 
have  been  got,  while  not  a  few  sections  are  blank. 
Thunderstorms  have  alternated  with  easterly  gales,  while 
the  weather  and  water  has  been  excessively  cold  for  the 
season  of  the  year.  In  another  fortnight  the  netting 
season  will  be  over  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters.  The 
Duchess  of  Fife  is  now  angling  at  Mar  Lodge,  where  her 
pools  are  well  stocked,  and  sport  for  the  next  two 


months  ehcuIJ  be  rife  indeed.  Trout  anglers  have 
had  a  very  fine  time  of  it,  among  the  most  aucoeisful 
being  Mr.  J.  D.  Mackay  and  Mr.  G.  K.  Petrie 
on  the  Kincardine  reaches,  Messrs.  A.  W.  Smart,  Sutlier- 
land,  and  Robbie  on  the  lower  waters.  Good  baskets  of 
finncck  and  saa  trout  have  been  made  oa  the  tidal  waters. 
Last  week  the  Commissioners  of  the  Silmon  Fishery 
Inquiry  visited  Aberdeen,  and  left  for  the  west  coast  to 
inspect  the  netting  stations.  A  consignment  of  ten  tons 
of  foreign  (Russian)  silmon  was  cold-stored  at  Aberdeen 
last  week  till  the  close  of  the  netting  season.  The 
Aberdeen  Hock  Anglers  held  a  competition  on  Satur- 
day at  the  Portlethen  fishinga,  when  the  top  basket 
weighed  321b.  loz  ,  and  heaviest  fish  101b.  Odz. 
The  Don  has  been  yielding  good  finnock  sport 
on  the  lower  reaches.  Mr.  Beattie,  Wallace  Tower, 
Aberdeen,  had  twenty-six  on  Wednesday  and  sixteen  on 
the  previous  day,  two  to  the  pound  ;  while  Messrs.  Russell, 
Brown,  and  others  have  had  similar  baskets  daily.  On 
the  upper  waters  brown  trout  angling  is  still  being 
prosecuted  with  great  vigour,  and  the  best  being 
made  of  the  best  trout  season  for  years  back.  On 
the  Ythan  tidal  good  sport  is  still  the  order  of  the  day. 
On  the  Deveron  fish  are  plentiful,  but  the  flooded  and 
dirty  state  of  the  water  has  been  against  sport.  On  the 
Findhorn  angling  was  very  good  last  week  for  the  first 
time  this  season,  and  some  very  good  baskets  were  got. 
Mr.  James  Burn,  Victoria,  had  sixteen  finnock  and  two 
sea  trout;  while  Mr.  James  and  Mr.  H.  Mackesaock, 
Kinloss,  had  seventeen  and  twenty  finnock  respectively, 
two  sea  trout,  and  three  yellow  trout,  one  IJlb.  Mr.  R. 
Stewart,  S.S.C.,  Edinburgh,  had,  in  three  days'  angling, 
forty-nine  finnock,  nine  sea  trout,  and  a  few  yellow  trout. 
River  iu  fine  order,  and  fish  running  up  freely.  On  the 
Spey,  Mr.  Wm.  Duncan  (fisherman)  had  a  silmon  of  81b., 
and  one  grilse  of  61b.  On  Easter  Elohies,  Mr.  Lethbridge 
had  four  salmon,  scaling  from  61b.  to  171b.;  whilst 
several  of  the  local  keepers  had  one  and  two  grilse 
apiece. — G.  M. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Wateis  (via  Lairgf,  N.B.).— 
On  30th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Vowell,  London,  fished  Loch 
Griam,  and  got  eight  trout,  SJlb.  ;  Master  George  Fair- 
burn,  London,  on  Loch  Garvie,  thirteen,  41b. ;  Col.  Sharpe, 
Carlisle,  on  Top  Shin,  nineteen,  7Jlb. ;  Messrs.  MacKay 
and  Ross,  Leith,  on  Hill  Lech,  seventy-six,  181b.;  and 
Mr.  MacKay,  the  Hotel,  on  Loch  More,  five  sea  trout, 
111b.  On  31st,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Vowell,  on  Top  Shin, 
twenty  trout,  8jlb.  ;  and  Master  (ieorge  Fairburn,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  made  a  fair  basket  of  trout.  On  1st  inst.. 
Col.  Sharpe,  Carlisle,  on  Top  Shin,  thirteen,  fijlb.  ;  and 
Master  Fairburn,  on  Loohr  Griam,  fourteen,  41b.  On  2nd 
only  one  angler  was  out,  viz..  Col.  Sharpe,  Carlisle,  who 
fished  Top  Shin,  and  made  a  basket  of  fifteen,  6Jlb.  On 
3rd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Vowell,  on  Top  Shin,  landed  eleven, 
51b.  On  4th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newlands,  Aberdeen,  on  Hill 
Loch,  got  seventy,  151b.;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Vowell, 
London,  on  Upper  Flag,  seven,  41b.  On  6th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O'Vowell  fished  Top  Shin  beat,  and  got  seventeen, 
81b -B. 

Oybell  (via  Lairs',  N.B.).— On  30th,  Mr.  Rooper, 
Cornwall,  fished  George's  Pool,  and  landed  a  grilse  of  61b. 
On  31st  Mr.  Rowse.  Cornwall,  got  two  grilse,  6ib.  and  81b., 
and  one  of  71b.  on  Pall  Pool,  besides  four  sea  trout  averag- 
ing 21b.  eftch. — B. 

Sh<n  (iQveran,  N.B,).— Oq  26th  Mr.  Gurneygot  two 
grilse  of  51b.  each.  On  27th  Mr.  Fellowes  got  a  grilse  of  filb. ; 
and  on  28th  the  same  gentleman  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
141b.  On  3l8t  Mr.  Gurney  got  a  61b.  grilse,  and  Mr. 
FeUowes  two,  4lb.  and  51b.  On  1st  inst.  Mrs.  Davis  caught 
a  grilse  weighing  61b. ;  on  2Qd  one  grilse,  "lb. ;  on  3rd  one 
of  41b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rainfall  over  the  South  of 
Scotland  has  been  extraordinary  since  list  week's  report. 
On  Monday  rain  commenced  to  fall  before  daylight,  and 
continued  till  darkness  set  in.  All  the  rivei  s  in  this  dis- 
trict were  placed  in  flood  on  Monday  night,  and  were 
higher  by  l|ft.  on  Tuesday  morning.  The  present 
summer  has  been  the  wettest  on  the  borders  for  some- 
thing like  fourteen  years.  The  heavy  rains  have  done 
considerable  damage  to  the  crops.  There  has  been  no  fly 
fishing  up  till  to-da,y  except  in  the  highest  reaches,  where 
some  good  trout  were  taken  on  Tuesday  afternoon  with 
fly.  Sea  trout  are  now  past  their  best ;  the  early  run  ones 
are  getting  dark  in  colour,  especially  in  those  waters  that 
meander  through  mossy  lands.  Grilse  are  taking  their 
place,  and  I  hear  of  two  or  three  being  caught  by  anglers. 
If  the  water  is  right  a  pink  worm  well  scoured  in  moss 
and  properly  presented  to  a  grilse  rarely  fails  to  take  him 
when  he  is  on  the  run  from  the  sea.  Two  fine  ones  were 
killed  _  in  the  Annan,  and  one  or  two  hooked  and 
lost  in  the  landing.  Although  the  autumn  salmon 
have  been  showing  up  in  large  numbers  in  the 
Solway  nets,  I  do  not  hear  of  any  being  seen  in  the  rivers 
yet.  When  the  rivers  are  running  in  full  black  waters  or 
in  semi-flood  salmon  do  not  show  themselves  except  when 
passing  over  the  weirs  or  cauls.  With  the  late  heavy 
waters  and  fish  stirring  in  the  Solway  the  prospects  for 
the  back-end  angling  are  better  than  for  a  few  years  past 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  Solway  nets  have  another 
month  to  run  ot  their  season,  and  the  fine  hauls  during  the 
past  fortnight  appears  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  grumbling 
of  the  lessees  and  fishermen.  So  far  as  the  Solway  is  c:n- 
cerned,  the  fishermen  have  had  a  prolific  three  weeks  of  it, 
and  the  best  haul  for  many  years  for  the  last  week  of 
July  and  the  first  week  of  August.  The  following  is  a  note 
of  the  angling  from  the  different  rivers  embraced  in  this 
report :  The  Annan. — Angling  has  been  rather  poor  again 
in  the  lower  _  waters,  though  excellent  sport  appears 
to  be  had  in  the  middle  waters.  Yellow  trout 
are  beginning  to  fall  back  out  of  the  streams  into 
the  deeper  waters  and  showing  signs  of  failing 
condition.  StiU,  many  nice  ones  are  being  caught 
which  still  retain  their  golden  colour.   The  sea  tront  are 
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begianiag  to  take  on  their  cloudy  tints  after  being  in  the 
fresh  water  for  many  weeks.  The  late  run  trout,  however, 
keep  their  bright  silvtry  looV.  Mr.  Walter  Rae,  fishing 
with  the  Silver  Djvon  in  Northfield  strpam  on  Monday, 
hooked  and  landed  a  clean  run  grilse  of  5{  lb.  He  hid  also 
a  brace  or  two  of  herling.  On  Tuesday  evening  the  same 
gentlowan  killed  a  sea  trout  of  about  41b.  in  the  Everholtn 
water  close  to  the  town  ;  Mr.  McEwan  had  a  good  sea  trout 
and  two  or  three  herling  in  the  same  water.  In  the  Mount 
Atimn  Dortion  Mr.  Paton,  a  visitor  from  Abernetby, 
fishing  for  herling,  hooked  and  landed,  after  an  exciting 
tussle  on  fine  tackle,  a  beautiful  grilse  of  Gjlb.  He  hid 
also  a  few  herlicg  and  a  sea  trout.  In  Murraythwaite 
water,  on  the  previous  day,  he  had  a  good  basket  of  herliog 
and  yellow  troat.  Mr.  Thorburn,  Brjdekirk  School  House, 
fishing  the  Murrajthwaite  water  with  Stewart  tackle, 
killed  four  sea  trcut  and  a  score  of  good  herliog.  Mr. 
Thorburn,  statioi mister,  Kirtlebridge,  had  a  basket  of 
twenty  herling  in  Mount  Annan  water  on  Saturday,  and  Mr. 
Pdsley-Dirom's  keeper  had  sime  excellent  sport  with  worm 
a^  Brvdekifk  caul ;  Mr.  McGiverin  landed  eleven  herliog 
with  the  minnow  in  the  island  s^reim  ;  and  Mr.  Twesdie 
had  aboafc  half  a  dozen.  In  Galabank  water  Mr.  W. 
Wrigl  t  killed  one  sea  trout  of  ]|lb.,  and  four  herling  on 
Monday,  and  on  Tuesday  he  took  four  herling,  and  one 
yellow  trout  of  lib.  with  a  small  minnow.  Mr.  W. 
J<  host  ne,  fiehing  with  worm,  on  Tuesday  in  Northfield 
stream  had  two  sea  trout,  and  thirteen  herling ;  Mr.  Law 
'•d  obout  B  dozen;  Mr.  Ogilvie,  a  fair  bisket ;  Mr.  T. 
Shorbrldge-Tweedie  had  half  a  dozen  herling  with  worm 
bait.  The  Rev.  -f.  C.  Hicks  had  a  number  of  herling  ; 
Mr.  Thos,  Rome,  of  Frithbie  and  Kilmarnock,  caught 
about  twenty  herling  at  Brydekirk;  and  Mr.  Lipscomb,  a 
Hampshire  gentleman,  had  eighteen  herling  in  the  same 
water.  A  visitor  frcm  Glasgow  had  fair  sport  at  North- 
field.  Castlemilk  water,  as  also  Hoddom  Castle,  jielded 
irood  baskets  with  worm  bait  on  Tuesday  morning.  The 
NiTH  — Good  f  port  has  been  had  in  the  uppsr  waters  near 
Sitquhar.  The  banks  have  been  fully  occupied  by  looal 
anglers  and  visitors.  Sea  trout  have  been  plentiful  in  these 
rs  this  season,  and  capital  tpDrt  has  been  the  rule. 
Good  baskets  were  obtained  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  with 
worm,  and  Ihe  tributaries  also  fished  well.  Lower  down 
the  river,  at  Thornhill,  fine  sport  has  been  lud  with  woim 
io  the  floods,  and  some  of  the  private  reaches  did  well. 
Near  Dumfries  the  rods  had  a  few  odd  herling  and  yellow 
trout.  The  Galloway  Rivkrs. — These  waters  have 
been  frequently  disturbsd  with  floods.  The  rainfall  was 
heavy  o  i  Monday,  and  flooded  the  waters  on  Tuesday. 
Many  fiie  baskets  of  trout  were  caught  with  worm  and 
minnow  baits.  In  the  Fleet  the  sport  has  not  been  good 
with  ths  fly  in  the  lower  waters.  The  best  sport  has  been 
hal  in  the  Dromore  portion.  Mr.  D.  Barbour,  Dumfries, 
had  e?g  it  sea  trout,  three  of  21b.  each,  and  the  others  all 
under  lib.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  has  been 
doing  a  little  bpHer  than  that  previously  raported.  The 
New  GiUoway  Ken  gave  good  catches  the  other  day,  and 
near  Carsphairn  several  rods  had  fine  creels  of  yellow 
trou'-.  Salmon  are  aecending  this  river,  and  ore  or  two 
small  ooes  have  been  ciught,  Ayeshibe  Waters. — Fair 
bifofeets  hdve  leen  had  on  the  Ayrshire  rivers,  mostly  with 
minnow  ard  worm  lures.  Many  hrlidiy  anglers  have 
been  out  during  the  past  week,  and  e  me  sti  etches  of  the 
Ayr  ware  overfished.  Around  Killirnte  fair  sport  has 
befn  had  during  the  floods.  The  lochs  are  cff  at  present, 
and  the  f  port  has  been  rather  poor  for  over  a  fortnight. 
The  Clyde. — Several  visitors  have  been  fishing  the  Upper 
Clyde.  Mr.  James  Crawford,  M.A.,  formerly  rector  of 
Annati  Academy  and  now  of  Glasgow,  has  had  some  good 
biakets  of  yellow  trout  at  Elvanfoot,  and  so  has  Mr. 
Potts,  of  GUsgow.  Mr.  Crawford  had  a  number  of  fice 
arayling.  The  Derwent. — The  heavy  rains  have  kept 
the  Derwent  and  neighbouring  rivers  in  full  spate  this 
week,  and  there  has  been  cotbiog  but  worm  and  spoon 
fishicf.  Last  week-eid  a  number  of  good  trout  were 
caught  up  to  4Jlb.  Mr.  Reynolds  hid  saa  trcut  of  31b. 
arid  2Jlb.  in  weight;  Mr.  J.  Ridley  caught  sea  trout  of 
2jlb.  and  2i'.h. ;  Mr.  J.  Lawson  took  two,  of  2Jlb.  and 
21b.  Mr.  T.  Rock,  fiahiiig  tackle  dealer,  had  also  a 
number  of  sea  trcu^  Among  the  other  succassful  rods 
wer<3  Messrs.  Soulsby,  Todhunter,  Peele,  Jackson,  Dixon, 
Ritson,  Barns,  ani  Pingney.  The  Irt,  Cilder,  and  Ehen 
were  iu  flood  on  Tuesday.  The  Derwent  is  expected  to 
have  its  autumn  migration  of  salmon  now,  as  they  are  due. 
The  present  floods  should  bring  them  up  from  the  Solway. 
When  the  waters  settle  down  anglers  expect  to  land  one 
or  two.  lathe  Solway  there  were  plenty  of  salmcn  and 
grilse  running  this  week. — Heatherbell. 

Spsy  (Morayshire).— The  river,  although  of  a  deep 
lii'own  tinge  and  running  from  bank  to  bank,  is  affording 
excellent  sport  to  the  angler.  On  the  Wester  Elchies 
water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  killed  two 
silmon,  fif  81b  and  5J,b  .  in  addition  to  two  on  this  day 
week,  of  141b.  and  61b.  Mr.  Grant,  keeper,  had  also  two 
of  4lb.  each.  From  the  Aberlour  House  water,  on  Thurs- 
day, Mr.  Mackei  z'e,  fisherman,  killed  two  grilse,  of  61b. 
and  5ilb.,  and  a  sea  trout ;  and  cn  Friday,  a  grilse  of  41b. 
On  the  village  water,  Mr.  McGowan,  Manchester,  had  a 
salm'n  weighing  6.b.,tnl  some  fine  sea  trout.  Mr.  A. 
Lsthbridje,  cn  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  on  Monday, 
Killed  a  gii  sa  of  4i'h.  ;  on  Tuesday,  a  salmon  of  171b.  ;  on 
Thursday,  a  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  on  Friday,  a  salmon  of  16|lb. ; 
and  on  this  day  week,  a  grilse.  Dr.  Cowie,  Dnfitown, 
killed  a  salmon  of  61b.  on  Monday.  The  red  fishing  on  the 
Findborn  w„s  also  very  good  last  week,  and  several  nood 
baskets  have  been  got.  Mr.  Jas.  Burn,  Victoria  Park, 
had  eixtfen  finnccks  and  two  sea  trout.  Messrs.  Mackes- 
sack,  Kiolosa,  had  thirty-seven  finnocks,  two  yellow  trout, 
and  three  sea  trout.  Mr.  R.  Stewart,  8. S.C.,  Edinburgh, 
in  three  days  of  the  weak.  Lad  forty-nine  finnccks,  nine 
sea  trout,  and  a  few  yellow  trout. — J.  M. 

Strcme  Hotel  Waters. — A  few  days  ago  Mr.  John 
Mackerzio,  L^chcarron,  caught  fifty  beantifal  trout,  and 


on  Saturday  last  the  same  gentleman  made  a  basket  of 
twenty-two  trout. — B. 

Tongne  Hotrl  Waters.— On  July  30,  the  Earl  of 
Lichfield,  on  Looh-na-haoon,  fifteen  trout,  't^lb.  On  the 
3lst,  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Lichfield,  on  the  same  loch, 
thirteen  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Aug.  1,  the  Earl  of  Lichfield,  on 
Loch  Hope  (by  permission),  five  trout,  o-ilb.  On  the  2ad, 
the  Earl  of  Lichfield  and  Lord  Anson,  on  Loch-na-hacon, 
fifteen  trout,  5Jlb.  On  the  3rd,  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  and 
Lord  Arson,  on  Kinloch  River  (by  permission),  two  grilse, 
weighing  5lb.  and  3Jlb.  On  the  4th,  the  Earl  of  Lichfield 
and  Lord  Anson,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty-one  trout,  8Jlb. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  weather  in  the  Border  district — more  especially  in  the 
Kelso  quarter — ha?  been  most  variable  for  the^season  of 
the  year.  On  Sunday  we  had  a  heavy  rainfall  ;  Monday 
morning  set  in  fine,  but  about  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon the  clouds  opened  again,  and  the  rain  came  do^n  in 
torrents  for  fully  two  hours.  So  heavy  was  the  raiofall  in 
this  district  that  the  wooden  bridge,  put  up  for  the 
convenience  of  people  going  to  and  from  St.  James's  Fair 
on  Monday,  at  Kelso,  was  completely  washed  away,  the 
Tweed  having  risen  very  considerably— 5ft.  in  as  many 
hours.  Teviot  was  also  high  and  very  muddy,  showing 
that  her  tributaries  had  also  been  in  flood.  There  is  not 
much  to  report  in  the  piscatorial  line  at  present,  the 
unsettled  weather  being  against  all  prospects  for  the 
disciple  of  Old  Izaak.  However,  on  the  Teviot,  before 
the  floods  came  on,  Mr.  J.  Messer,  Kelso,  had  Sib.  of  nice 
trout  with  fly ;  while  a  morning's  clear  water  worm  fishing 
once  again  yielded  him  9^1b.  (four  and  a  half  hours' 
fishing).  On  the  Eden,  Mr.  Jas.  Hogg,  sardener,  Kelso, 
has  had  three  baskets,  of  ;?lb.,  51b.,  and  41b.  These  were 
all  got  with  fly.  some  in  the  grey  early  momiog,  and  some 
at  "dewy  eve."  Mr.  George  Thompson,  Keho,  has  had 
four  baskets,  ranging  from  31b.  to  51b.  respectively.  Mr. 
A.  Denholm,  Keho  Post-ofiioe.  has  had  one  nice  dish  of 
41b.  Mr.  William  Parker,  Sheffield,  on  the  Teviot,  fish- 
ing with  gentles,  had  a  few  brace  of  nic3  trout  and  some 
grand  big  eels,  'ihere  has  been  no  salmon  angling  during 
the  past  week,  but  the  present  flood  is  sure  to  bring  up  a 
few  clean  run  salmon  from  the  sea,  where  it  seems  that 
in  the  mouth  of  the  bay  there  are  any  quantity  of  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout.  Th'^  net  fishings  are  doing  well,  and 
two  heavy  fiah  were,  I  understand,  got  last  week,  one 
weighing  33lb  ,  and  the  other  31b.  less.  Rivers  fining 
down  grandly,  and  with  good  weather,  which  now  seems 
settled,  we  ought  to  have  some  excellent  angling  acd  good 
takes. — Ma.x  WHEEL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been  all 
against  snccesafnl  angling,  as  this  and  all  the  other  rivers 
of  Ulster  have  been  kept  discoloured  by  a  succession  of 
floods.  The  rain  has  not  ceased  falling  for  the  past  ten 
days,  and  this  has  caused  the  Bann  to  be  very  full  for  so 
early  in  August.  The  re  has  been  a  continual  run  of  salmon 
and  grilse  passing  over  the  weir  at  Kilrea  for  the  past  week 
into  the  upper  section  of  the  river,  and  on  into  Lough 
Neagh,  where  they  will  remain  for  some  time  bafore  they 
ascend  the  Maine,  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  and  Blackwater, 
as  each  of  tbesa  livers  is  discharging  a  little  flax  water, 
and  fish  rarely  ever  ascend  while  it  is  running,  provided 
they  have  purer  water  in  which  they  can  remain.  English 
anglers  visiting  this  country  need  not  expect  much  sport 
till  this  poisonous  water  runs  off,  but  it  will  not  require 
long  to  do  so  this  year  on  ccoount  of  the  flooded  state  of 
the  tributaries,  though  there  is  a  larger  area  under  cultiva- 
tion than  in  former  years.  Only  a  few  fish  were  taken  on 
each  of  the  sections  for  the  past  week  as  the  fly  could  net 
be  used  in  the  discoloured  water.  On  the  Caronroe  reach, 
Mr.  E.  Y.  Richards  Richardson  landed  seven  salmon  and 
grilse  scaling  from  5 Jib.  to  101b.,  and  Mr.  Wolff,  MP  , 
two,  S.b.  and  201b.  On  the  Kilrea  section,  Mr.  F. 
DawEon,  six,  from  51b.  to  lOJlb.  So  soon  as  the  water 
clears  there  will  be  good  sport  among  the  large  trout  that 
have  come  up  on  the  shallows  among  the  eal  weirs. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bmn  (Toomebridgfe).— Incessant  rains  during  the 
week  has  prevented  steady  fishing  here,  but  after  the  rain 
sport  has  been  very  good .  Several  O'Neill  Arms  visitors 
made  pretty  fair  takes.  John  Whittaker,  J  P.,  Mr.  Tom 
Whittaker  (Ardwick,  Manchester),  and  Mr.  Chas.  S. 
Glenwalker  (London)  have  had  a  good  week.  Mr.  Walker, 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  caught  nine  fish  (largest  21b.) 
with  August  Dun  and  Orange  and  Green  Wren.  Next 
week's  prospects  exceedingly  good. — O.  Toal. 

Cork  Rivers.— Heavy  rain  has  fallen  since  last  report, 
and  all  waters  are  now  in  order.  Sport  has  consequently 
improved  in  all  departments,  though  it  has  net  yet  reached 
the  usual  statdard.  As  salmon  are  numerous,  however, 
and  the  weather  getting  favourable,  it  is  expected  that 
when  next  report  comes  to  be  written  the  Cork  riven — 
large  and  small — shall  give  an  account  of  themselves. 
Brown  trout  have  been  rising  well  during  the  last  few 
days,  and  many  nica  fish,  weighing  between  lib.  and  3|Ib., 
were  landed — all  by  flyfishers— on  the  principal  brown 
trout  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshaunou  and  Belleek).— Some  capital 
sport  was  obtained  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week,  and 
the  river  is  now  in  perfect  fishing  order.  The  following 
are  the  particulars  :  Mr.  Joseph  Hone  took  six  salmon 
during  the  past  week  of  171b.,  15lb.,  14jlb  ,  14!b.,  121b., 
and  6lb.  ;  Mr.  A.  A.  May  landed  eight  salmon,  in  same 
time,  of  19|lb, ,  121b. ,  1  Ub. ,  101b. ,  9ib  ,  81b. ,  61b  ,  and  41b. ; 
Mr.  Ellis  landed  four  salmon,  on  5th  inst.,  of  151b.,  121b., 
81b.,  and  71b.,  and  another  of  71b.  on  6ch  iost. ;  Mr.  F. 
Moore,  one  of  91b.,  on  same  day;  Mr.  D.  Adams  and 
friend  landed  nine  salmon,  weighing  from  9  b.  to  141b.,  on 
Marquis  of  Ely's  water  at  Balleek  ;  Lieut.  Byre  and  Lord 
Dundas  took  some  nice  brown  trout  in  the  evenings  during 
the  past  vyaek,- M.  Roqan  and  Sons. 


Kerry  Rivers. — Though  the  weather  has  been  very 
wild  and  wet  for  the  season,  fair  sport  has  been  had  at 
sea  trout  on  the  loney,  Cunimeragh,  and  Fartha,  in 
South  Kerry,  and  on  the  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and 
Cashen.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  generally  of  a  poor 
description,  the  fish  being  either  sulky  or  sluggish.  The 
remainder  of  the  month  should  give  sport  whenever  the 
weather  is  favourable,  as  salmon,  and,  on  the  rivers  that 
hold  them,  eea  trout,  are  arriving  ia  big  numbers,  and 
poaching  on  all  waters  appears  to  be  well  kept  down.  It 
is  pleasing  to  note  that,  owing  to  better  protection  aid 
surveillance,  poaching  appears  to  be  dying  out,  thanks  ti. 
the  smart  fines  inflicted  of  lata  years  on  the  poaching 
fraternity  in  case  of  conviction. — T.  J.  D. 

Ki  larney,— Sport  has  not  been  good  last  week,  but 
is  showing  much  improvement  on  lake  and  river  at  time 
of  writing,  especially  on  the  Lanne.  The  prospects  for 
the  next  few  days  are  very  bright,  and  salmon  and  peal 
are  arriving  in  good  numbers.  The  good  results  expected 
from  the  looal  hatcheries  era  now  very  apparent. 
Weather  now  much  better,  and  fish  in  good  risiag  mood, 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Conn  (Gortnorabbey  Hotel).— The  fishing 
here  for  the  past  week  has  been  fairly  good.  Mr.  Vesey 
during  the  week  killed  twenty-one  pike,  the  average 
weight  being  131b.  Mr.  Brownley,  on  the  6th  inst.,  killed 
three  pike,  the  largest  weighing  291b.,  and  the  smallest 
91b.  Mr.  Brownell,  on  the  same  date,  killed  two  pike, 
the  largest  311b.  The  fishing  on  the  lake  I  am  sure  will 
be  very  good  after  the  very  hsavy  rains  that  we  are  having 
at  present  have  subsided. — Manager. 

Iiouifh  Cariane,  &c.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— 
Sport  continues  to  improve  at  sea  and  brown  trout,  but 
salmon  acd  peal  have  given  no  sport.  Only  a  few  anglers, 
however,  have  tried  for  salmon  occasionally.  It  would 
occupy  too  much  spaca  to  give  anything  like  a  full  list  of 
all  the  baskets  of  trout  had  by  anglers  out  from  the 
Butler's  Arms,  Bay  view  and  Southern  Hotels,  besides 
several  local  amateurs,  who  were  out  frequently  punt 
fishing.  The  weather  is  now  very  favourable,  and  all 
waters  are  in  order;  but  only  sea  trout  have  been  had  on 
the  rivera.  Salmon  peal  and  sea  trout  are  arriving  in 
good  numbers  in  the  Watervills,  Inney,  and  Cummeragh 
rivers,  and  all  those  fish  should  give  good  sport  on  those 
waters  during  the  next  few  days.  Sport  at  brown  trout  ia 
now  good  on  the  mountain  lakes,  but  the  fish  had  on  thcs) 
waters  are  small.  The  prospects  all  rouni  are  very  good, 
for  the  next  few  days  at  least. — T.  J.  D. 

Longhs  mask,  Corrib,  and  Na-Foagh.— Notwith- 
standing unfavourable  weather  and  heavy  rain  for  the  past 
week,  fishing  above  waters  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  has  held  on  well,  and  some  beautiful* 
trout  have  been  landed  ranging  from  31b.  to  6^1b.  Dr. 
Macintosh  lost  a  grand  gillaroo  trout  on  the  fly  supposed 
to  be  61b.  Mr.  Fox  landed,  on  Aug.  6,  a  grand  pike  of 
301b.  which  was  sent  to  Williams,  naturalist,  Dublin,  to 
ba  set  up — J.  A.  J. 

Iiongh  nielviu. — Some  excellent  trout  fishing  was 
erijojed  during  the  past  week,  and  the  gillaroo  trout 
were  well  on  the  rise,  and  the  anglers  out  from  Garrison, 
Bundoran,  Kinlough,  and  Ballysbannon  took  a  number  of 
very  decent  baskets  of  trout  containing  from  nine  to 
twenty  fish,  heaviest  basket  taken  weighing  12|lb. 
Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  were  Messrs.  A.  A. 
May,  Dr.  Gould,  May,  Acton,  Wm.  Neely,  Stevenson, 
and  others.  At  tima  of  writing  the  weather  is  everything 
that  could  be  desired  for  angling  purposes,  and  as  August 
and  September  are  always  the  best  months  for  the  famous 
gillaroo  trout  fishing  on  Lough  Melvin,  some  real  good 
sport  will  be  had,— M.  Rocan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  nets  took  a  few  salmon  this 
week  whilst  they  were  en  route  to  the  tributaries.  Some 
really  magnificent  lake  trout  were  taken  recently  in  the 
nets.  The  other  day  in  the  window  of  Mr.  A.  Meenan, 
fishmonger,  Belfast,  were  eight  fish  from_  7lb.  to  9 Jib.,  and 
the  day  previous  a  151b.  fish  was  on  view.  What  sport 
these  fellows  would  give  on  rod  and  line  !  Pollen  fishing  is 
pretty  good,  also  eal  fishing.— .1 .  A.  B. 

Monrne  (Newtonstevrart,  co.  Tyre  ne).— The 
river  is  toning  down  after  the  heavy  floods  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week.  Since  last  notes  the  followiog  salmon 
were  killed:  Aug,  4,  Mr.  P.  Harkin,  one,  84lb. ;  J. 
Sweeney,  four,  51b.,  Sjlb.,  81b.,  and  71b.  ;  Tom  M'Colgan, 
two,  61b.  and  7jlb. ;  Mr.  Milligan,  one,  7lb. ;  Mr.  Dobson, 
two,  61b.  and  8lb.  Aug.  5,  Mr.  Walsh,  two.  61b.  and  6ilb., 
and  several  white  trout,  including  a  2-pounder,  Aug.  6, 
J.  Sweeney,  one,  81b  ;  Tom  M'Colgan,  two,  61b.  and  71b. ; 
Mr.  Dobson,  four,  51b.,  51b.,  81b.,  and  101b.  On  Tuesday 
no  salmon  were  killed,  the  river  being  too  high  ;  but  several 
nice  takes  of  brown  trout  were  made  by  Mr.  Thronsen, 
Belfast,  including  a  fish  of  21b.,  and  other  anglers.  The 
stock  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  has  greatly  increased  since 
the  floods.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy  Hotel  (Private  Waters,  Ballina).— Fishing 
for  the  last  week  was  very  fair.  Mr.  H.  Grove  and  the 
Misses  drove  had  very  good  sport  for  their  short  stay, 
having  got  nine  salmon,  and  hooked  and  played  several. 
Capt.  Dasemitt  got  five  fish,  and  Miss  Taylor,  two  fish. 
Mr.  Bateman  Gomes  got  four  and  lost  two.  Mr.  Scroop  got 
several  fish  during  the  week.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in 
the  pools,  aad  there  ia  every  prospect  of  good  sport  to  the 
close  of  the  season. — John  Devees. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina).— 
River  in  flood  most  part  of  the  week.  Mr.Murray,  five  grilse, 
331b. ;  Mr.  Bell,  four  grilse,  261b. ;  Mr.  Wintropp,  four 
grilse,  18ib. ;  Mr.  C.  Maitland,  four  grilse,  21l_b.  As  I 
write  the  river  is  clearing  cff,  and  good  sport  is  sure  to 
follow.  Sea  trout  anglers  are  getting  fair  sport.  Trout 
fishing  on  the  loughs  poor.  Pike  fishing  is  good. — Pat 
Hearnes. 

Fortstewaxt  (co.  /Inttim). — The  very  unseason- 
able weather  practically  stopped  sea  fishing  in  the  past 
week.   For  the  information  of  visitors  we  may  say  that 
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boat  charges  lule  as  follows  :  Boat,  with  man,  Is.  Gd.  for 
first  hour,  9 J.  per  hour  after  ;  boat  alone,  la,  for  firet 
hour,  Cd.  per  hour  after. — J.  A.  B. 

Rosses  (Dungrloe,  oo,  Donegal).— White  trout 
fishing  ia  now  in  full  swing  on  the  Kosses.  The  lakes  are 
exceptionally  well  stocked,  and  everything  points  to  a  good 
angling  season.  The  best  basket  of  the  week  was  one  of 
seventeen  sea  trout,  weighing  151b.,  taken  on  Derrydruel 
river  by  Mr.  Hudson  ;  and  amongst  other  takes  Mr.  Carter 
had  six  fish  on  Dungloe  ;  Col.  Rogers,  six  on  Tully, 
heaviest  2|lb. ;  and  on  the  same  water  Mr.  Lloyd  had  a 
very  nice  3Jlb.  fish.  Oq  Saturday  Mr.  Pomeroy  killed  six 
fresh-run  salmon  on  Crolly  river.  Sport  in  the  coming 
week  is  bound  to  be  good. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Iiongh  Ser^  (Eillaloe).  — The 
elements  have  been  warring  against  U9  all  this  week. 
Nothing  but  torrents  of  rain,  thunder,  and  lightning. 
Big  flood  in  the  river,  the  firet  of  the  au'umn  floods,  and 
welcome  they  are,  as  they  will  bring  us  a  jolly  good  supply 
of  salmon  and  grilse  and  stir  up  those  that  are  already 
with  us.  For  four  or  five  days  there  was  not  a  rod  to  be 
seen  on  river  or  lake,  but  yesterday  (Tuesday),  when  the 
weather  became  milder,  a  few  of  our  local  fishermen  got  a 
few  fish.  Patsy  Eyan  and  W.  Fogarty  landed  a  salmon  of 
141b.  on  Major  Traherne's  water;  John  Lyons  and  E. 
Johnson,  on  same  water,  got  two  grilse  about  51b.  each  ; 
Thomas  Grimes  had  a  grilse,  61b.,  and  another  rod  aho 
another.  Prospects  good  for  the  autumn.  Major  Traherne 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muscroft  have  returned  to  England. 
Ool.  Longborne  has  also  left,  but  not  for  ever.— S.  J, 

HCELEY. 

Shannon  (Castlecounell).  —  The  weather  here 
during  the  past  week  has  been  simply  awful.  We  have 
had  an  almost  continuous  downpour  of  rain,  a  very  heavy 
thunderstorm,  and  a  fierce  gale  of  wind.  The  river  has  in 
consequence  been  in  flood,  but  is  now  gradually  settling 
down,  and  with  finer  weather  we  hope  for  better  sport 
during  this  week.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hire  Winton 
killed,  2Qd,  one  peal,  41b. ;  3rd,  one  peal,  S^lb.  Some 
very  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken.  Amongst  the 
trobt  anglers  out  were  Mr.  G.  H.  Bnright,  Dr.  H.  E 
Howley.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

Uppar  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Ktrry).— Sport 
at  sea  and  brown  trout  is  once  more  very  good  on  the 
al)ove  waters.  Mr.  J.  P.  Crowther,  who  fished  with  Tim 
McCarthy,  had  well  filled  baskets,  and  other  angkrs  alsj 
had  good  takes.  Sport  at  time  of  writing  is  showing 
further  improvement,  and  the  bajk- and  angling  promises 
to  bs  the  best,  had  for  several  years  as  brown  trout  appear 
to  be  about  in  quite  ualimited  numbers,  and  sea  trout  are 
arriving  from  the  lower  waters  in  large  shoals  during  the 
floods  which  are  now  daily  in  evidence.  Prospects  very 
good  for  earning  week. — T.  J.  D, 

Waterville  (Co.  Kerry).— Sea  trout  fishing  ia  full 
swing,  fine  bags  made  during  past  days,  from  ten  to  sixteen 
sea  trout,  largest  one  of  41b.  I  have  not  seen  such  a 
stock  of  sea  trout  in  Waterville  Lakes  for  many  years.  108 
sea  trout  were  killed  by  anglers  on  the  private  waters  of 
the  Bay  View  Hotel  during  the  week  from  August  1  to  5  • 
the  best  bags  are  those  made  by  F.  P.  Crowther,  one 
dozen,  fishing  with  Tim  McCarthy,  another  bag  of 
sixteen  by  H.  A.  Payne,  London  ;  best  killers  are  the  local 
pattern  supplied  by  Tim  McCarthy.  Prospects  of  a  good 
season  to  hand.  Lower  lakes  well  stocked  with  fieh,  the 
upper  lakes  will  fish  well  from  here  forward.  Several 
salmon  have  been  taken  in  Waterville  Eiver.  W»  have 
some  heavy  rain  at  time  of  writing,  which  will  bring 
some  more    fresh   river   fish   to   these  waters.— Tnr 

Mf'C'ABTHY. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinikellif  bj— The  weather  for  the  past  fortnight 
has  been  generally  of  a  wild  description,  and  angling  was 
only  practised  at  odd  times.  Sport  as  a  consequence  was 
not  good,  though  on  a  couple  of  days  fair  sport  was  had  at 
pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting  in  the  late  evenings 
Weather  now  better,  and  sport  improving  in  all  depart 
merits.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton.— Owing  to  rough  weather  no  anglers 
have  been  out  since  last  report.  All  fish  usually  had  at 
this  season  are  very  numerous,  and  good  sport  should  be 
had  when  the  weather  settles.  Later.— Weather  better 
and  pollack  giving  good  sport.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.— Sea  angling  has  been  suspended  here  for 
most  of  the  time  since  last  report.  On  the  days  that 
anglers  went  out  little  or  nothing  was  done,  but  the 
prospects  at  time  of  writing  are  good,  as  the  weather  is 
getting  more  seasonable  and  fish  getting  more  numerous 
close  in  shore.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Bottom  fishing  has  proved  almost 
a  failure  throughout  the  past  week,  but  pollack  have  been 
unusually  plentiful,  and  have  risen  readily  to  all  sorts  of 
baits,  though  ragworm  has  proved  most  attractive.  On 
the  opening  day  of  the  present  week  a  large  number  of 
anglers  were  in  evidence,  but  the  day's  catch  proved 
almost  nil-one  dab  and  six  pollack  only.    On  Monday 

ofu  -Hitchings  took  a  nice  mixed  bag  ;  and  her  husband, 
a  21b.  pollack  on  artificial  bait;  while  Messrs.  King,  Cook 
Kuoko,  litmus,  Bowles,  and  Savill  met  with  a  fair  amount 
of  success.  Mi =8  Lily  Sexton  took  eight  pollack  on  her 
own  rod ;  and  the  brothers  Harding,  twenty-seven  of  the 
same  species.  Tuesday  proved  rough  and  inclement,  and 
the  days  catch  was  made  up  of  two  small  siles,  one 
conger  and  soma  two  dozen  pollack.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Eichmond,  Mr.  Titmus,  Mr. 
anrsiU,  and  several  others  have  each  had  a  few  pollack, 
codling,  and  pouting,  but  sport  has  proved  anything  but 
brisk.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Dial.— The  weather  has  been  too  unsettled  for  any 
prospect  of  sport  lately,  and  the  water  is  very  thick. 
However,  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  more  settled,  and  if  it 
Should  remain  so  for  a  few  days,  I  anticipate  fair  sport.— 
Bdwd.   Hanger,   Agent    B.S.A.S.,   Kenwyn,  North 
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Plymouth.— There  ia  not  much  to  report  this  week 
owing  to  the  stormy  weather  we  have  been  having.  Some 
however,  have  been  out,  and  good  takes  of  pollack  have 
rewarded  them.  Mackerel  have  been  taken  inside  the 
Sound,  bat  not  in  large  quantities  as  yet— two  or  three 
dozen  a  boat.  Bass  fishing  is  now  at  its  height,  and  some 
very  fine  ones  have  been  taken  off  the  lUme  Head  and 
Penlee  Point,  spinning  for  them  with  a  rod,  using  either 
the  Piano  Convex  Minnow,  spinning  sandeel,  or  fly. 
Prawning  and  shrimping  is  now  occupying  the  thoughts  of 
those  who  are  keen  on  catching  them.  Some  good  ones 
have  been  taken  all  around  the  rocks  at  Jennyoliff  and 
Bovisand  — William  Hearber  (B.S.A.S  ). 
_  Valentia.— Sport  at  pollack  has  been  pretty  good 
iiace  last  report  inside  the  harbour,  but  nothing  has  been 
done  outside  the  headlands  owing  to  a  rough  sea.  Oa 
Monday  Mr.  J.  C.  O'Connor  had  two  bass  and  thirteen 
pollack.  OAer  anglers  had  also  good  sport,  bat  full 
detflih  of  all  baskets  have  not  been  had.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— The  weather  since  last  report  has  been 
'^.ther  wild,  and  no  anglers  have  been  out  from  the  hotels. 
At  the  Dungegan  side  of  the  bay,  however,  many  anglers 
went  out  in  the  late  eveaingg,  where  thera  was  partial 
shelter  from  the  prevailing  winds,  and  all  hid  fair  sport  at 
pollack,  &c..  the  best  takes  being  had  between  the  old 
salt  store  and  the  mouth  of  the  Reenroe  river.  Bass  are 
now  pushing  close  inshore  in  big  shoals. — T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  'fixtures. 

Angtisb  12.  ■ 

Abercorn  :  Match  at  Hampton. 
Alma :  Outing  to  Wateringbnry. 
Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Pulborongh. 
Bloomsbnry  Brothers  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
Earlsfield:  Outing. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
North-Eis,t  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Oglander :  Prize  outing, 
St.  Alban's  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Farleigh. 
Stookwell :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
Walworth  Waltonians :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Wandsworth  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Shepperton 
Wellington  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Wimbledon  Pisoatorials :  Oating. 
Woking  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Woolwich  and  Plumstead:  Cup  competition  at  Rye 
House. 

Woolwich  Brothers  :  Competition  at  Rye  House 
August  15. 

Greenwich  :  Oating  to  Wateringbury. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Aug,  19.— Allason  United  :  Brake  outing. 

19.— Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
19. — Brompton  :  Match. 

19.— East  Dnlwich  Anglers  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 
19.— Hearts  of  Oak  :  Outing. 
19.— Islington  Brothers :  Match  at  Maldon  East. 
10.— Junior  Pisoatorials  :  Outing  to  Sandaate. 
19.— Original  Alexandra :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 
19.— Royal  George  :  Outing. 
19.— Stepney  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Pevefel. 
19.— United  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

19.  — Wenlock:  Match. 

20.  — North  London  :  Benefit  concert. 
2G.— Crown  and  Buckland  :  Ontiag  to  Amberley 
26.— Eldridge  :  Competition  at  Amberley. 
20. — St.  John's  :  Annual  dinner. 
26.— Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
26.— West  Ham  :  Match  at  Waltham. 

26.  — White  Hart :  Pegged-dowo  match. 

27.  — Good  Intent :  Annual  dinner. 


Icprts  from  CIu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsday 
Eveuiue.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  E  C— Monday,  Aug.  13.— The  Renting  and 
Preservation  Committee  to  meet  at  8  p.m.  sharp;  the 
Finance  Committee,  8  30  p.m.  sharp  ;  the  General  Com- 
mittee, 9  p.m.  sharp.  In  consequence  of  the  three 
meetings  being  held,  will  members  please  be  up  sharp  to 
time,  otherwise  we  cannot  get  through  all  the  business. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  recommend  to  persons  desirous  of 
pining  an  angling  society  those  in  their  particular  districts, 
and  to  give  all  information  that  lays  in  my  power  upon 
application.— R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary,  2,  Firsby-road, 
Stamford  Hill,  London,  N. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  have  received 
from  the  solicitors  of  the  will  of  the  late  G.  H.  Wood, 
president  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  the  sum  of  £90  legacy 
to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  which  I  have  duly 
paid  to  the  ]3irkbeck  Bank,  to  the  deposit  account.— R 
Ghurney. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.— Since  last  report 
several  members  have  been  out,  but  owing  to  the  boisterous 
weather  the  takes  were  small— nothing  worth  recording. 
Will  members  please  note  our  match  on  Aug.  12  ?  All  to 


start  by  the  8.3  train  from  Clapbam  Junction,  and  return 
by  8.5  from  Hampton. — Alf.  Painter. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W.— The  members  had  a  very  successful 
time  during  the  holidays.  Messrs.  Strong,  Tissington,  J. 
Checkley,  and  C.  Stedman  had  fine  shows  of  roacb,  dace, 
and  perch  ;  Mr.  Strong  had  a  fine  trout.  All  members 
must  positively  turn  up  Monday  next  to  fix  prize  distribu- 
tion, and  members  must  be  clear  on  books  or  will  not  par- 
ticipate in  same. — H.  Lancto.v. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel,  Uxbridge-street.  Notting  Hill 
Gate.— On  Aug.  8  Mr.  H.  Smith  weighed-in  over  91b.  of 
bream  (largest,  31b.  §nz  ) ;  Ben  Abrahams,  close  on  51b. 
of  bream;  and  Bob  Harris,  one  roach,  lib.  4ioz.  Oar 
tenth  annual  brake  outing  takes  place  on  Aug.  19,  leaving 
the  above  hotel  on  18th  (midnight).  We  have  chartered 
two  four-horse  brakes,  and  I  expect  fifty  of  the  members 
to  go.  All  members,  if  they  wish  to  secure  a  seat,  are  to 
give  in  their  names  not  later  than  loth,  or  they  will  be  too 
late  and  be  disappointed.  Dou't  fail.  We  are  still  making 
new  members. — Ben  Aurahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Ooaoh  and  Horses,  Port-- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— Siucj  last  report 
Messrs.  Chambers  and  Butlio  have  weighed  in  roacb  and 
dace.  Members  are  req  lested  not  to  forget  the  outing  to 
Wateringbury  on  Aug.  12.  Train  leaves  Chating  Cross 
at  6.55. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square.- Annual  dinner  on  Aug.  19 
at  the  Arun  Hotel,  Pulborough.  Several  of  our  members 
out  on  Aug.  5,  and  good  show  of  roach  and  bream  were  on 
V19W.  Members  please  attend  next  Wednesday  for 
business  of  importance. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltoni  n$  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— • 
On  Aug,  5  we  had  a  good  muster  of  members,  but  only  one 
weighed-in,  Mr.  G.  Watling,  roach  and  dace  (largest  roach 
lib.  8oz.  and  lib.  3oz  ).  On  Wednesday,  the  8th,  a  good 
muster  of  members,  when  Mr.  Bishop  and  Mr.  G. 

ager  were  duly  elected  working   members.- a! 
Cripps. 

Bftttsrsea  Friendly  Angling  Bosiofey,  Nag's 

Head.  Wands  worth-road.  S.W.— Our  match  on  the  5th 
and  6th  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  (I.  B.  Baldry,  with 
6ib.  3Joz.,  first;  Mr.  W.  Smeed,  41b.  lOoz,,  second;  Mr. 
C.  Newman,  31b.  15Joz.,  third;  and  Mr.  W.  Taplin' 
lib.  9ioz.,  fourth.  Mr.  W.  Young  had  a  fine  show  of 
tench,  weighing  101b,  9oz.  (one  specimen  weighing 
2lb,  14^02.)  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next 
Tuesday. — A.  De.ionge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Soolety.  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.  —  There  were  very  few  fish 
weighed-in  daring  the  holidays,  although  most  of  the 
members  were  out,  the  only  fish  worth  mentioning  being 
a  fine  specimen  perch  of  21b.  12oz.  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hobbs. 
The  competition  for  the  August  saries  of  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  on  Aug.  26;  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided 
at  the  meeting  room. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.B.— Members  out  on  the  holidays  ex- 
perienced very  bad  sport  and  elements,  Mr.  Kobelt  bsing 
the  only  member  to  register  fish.  Our  matc'i  at  Pal- 
borough  promises  to  be  a  grand  succjss.  Dinner  will  be 
on  table  at  1.30  sharp.  Mr.  Wheelhouse  and  W.  Whiley 
were  elcc'^ed  stewards  cn  this  occasion.  All  members  to 
start  by  Eldridge's  train.— J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Aug.  5  the  following 
weighed-in  :— Mr.  J.  Drew,  bream,  101b.  15|oz. ;  Mr.  F.  W. 
Stocker,  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Roach,  roach  and  dace  • 
Mr.  J.  Sinclair  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavect,  roach;  Mr.  k! 
Lummes  and  Mr.  C.  Davis,  dace.  The  quarterly  peg-down 
match  takes  place  on  Aug.  12  at  Yalding,  when  we  fish  for 
three  prizes  under  the  usnil  conditions.  Train  leavej 
Charing  Cross  at  6.5,")  a.m.— T.  Patebno-ster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Ctielsea,  S.W.— Members  are  reminded 
of  our  match  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  19.  Start  by  first  train 
from  London  Bridge.  Several  have  been  out  during  the 
holidays,  but  met  with  indifferent  success.  The  brothers 
Poole  proposed  two  new  members  this  evening,  who  were 
unanimously  elected. — W.  H.  B. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Soolety  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— We  had  a 
very  good  show  of  fish  on  the  trays  on  Aug.  6,  when  the 
following  members  weighed-in  :  Mr.  H.  Kelly,  bream  and 
roach;  Mr.  T.  Tucker,  bream;  Mr.  E.  Papworth,  roach 
and  dace;  and  Mr.  C.  Parmenter,  bream.  I  hope  all 
members  will  turn  up  in  force  next  meeting  night. — A. 
Robertson. 

Burlington  Piscatoiials,  The  Burlington,  West- 
bourne  Park,  W.— Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
there  are  very  few  takes  to  record.  Mr.  Alder  had  a  nios 
show  from  the  Kennett,  consisting  of  jack,  perch,  roach, 
and  dace.  The  general  meeting  takes  place  oa  Wednesday 
next,  15th.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

Camden  AngUng  Boci  ity,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town.  N.W.— Our  holiday 
show  was  not  up  to  expectations.  Messrs.  Mann,  jack  and 
barbel,  81b. ;  Goss,  bream,  71b.  7oz.  ;  Adams,  tench  and 
roach,  (>lh.  5|oz. ;  Lark,  roach,  5.b  lOoz. ;  Fuller,  roach, 
41b.  loz.  ;  Parker,  roach,  41b.;  A.  C.  Hoodless,  roacb ; 
A.  E.  Hoodless,  roach;  Tajlor,  roach;  W.  Andrews, 
roach  and  perch ;  H.  R.  Hoodless,  roach ;  and  Elsley, 
roach.  We  take  a  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.  List  on  Tuesday, 
Aug.  21,  on  which  occasion  we  hope  to  have  a  bumper  — 
R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angiiug  Eooiety,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  VV.— On  Aug.  5  Mr.  W.  Payers 
weighed-in  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Watson,  chub.  Mr. 
Hardcastle  weighed-in  during  the  week  a  good  show  of 
roach.  A  special  meeting  waa  held  on  Thursday  to  hear 
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charges  brought  by  Mr.  C.  Giles,  of  the  Jobile?  A.S., 
against  three  f>f  our  membBrs  for  using  a  oast  net  at 
Colnbrook  on  Jaly  I  and  15.  E/idmce  giviu  by  Mr. 
Tilbay,  Trout  Rimblers,  and  Mr.  Cirpeater,  oar  raembera 
decided  they  had  p-oved  their  cue,  and  exp3lled  th?  three 
members  so  charged  The  thanks  of  the  above  society  are 
due  to  Mr.  Giles  for  the  trouble  taken  in  bringing  the 
charge  and  proving  it. — W.  B.  F. 

Clftph&m  fnngtloti  AasrlieS  Qocisty.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapbam  Junction.  S.W.— 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  mepting  on  Aug.  13  to 
settle  locale  of  another  match.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  ^ngflin^  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common.  S.W. — I  am  pleased  to  state, 
despite  the  bid  weather,  that  all  the  pr'zes  were  <aken  for 
the  Bank  Holiday  outing,  Mr.  Dunn  bti  ig  first.  Mr.  Ben 
Laurence  second,  Mr.  Tom  Passmore  third,  Mr.  Dowcs 
fourth,  and  Mr.  Stanley  fifth ;  others  to  weigh-in  were 
Messrs.  Crasweller  and  Chivers.  Two  new  working 
membsrs  elected  this  week. — F.  Bishop. 

Cliffcan  Angliagr  Scc'.ety,  The  Palm^raton,  Cliftoc- 
road,  Peckham,  S  E. — The  members  of  newly-forreed 
angling  society  held  i'a  first  meeting  at  abive,  Ttursdiy, 
Aug.  2.  All  members  rcq  iested  to  attend  Thursday  next, 
Aug.  16,  to  arrange  first  outing. — E.  C.  Addison. 

CoUingfwood  Angling  Soriety,  Lord  Nekon, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfriars-road,  S  S. — An  extraordinary 
meeting  has  bsen  exiled  for  next  Wednesday,  Aug.  16,  to 
settle  an  importan';  matter.  All  members  must  attend 
without  fail.  Messrs.  Ball,  Jarrett,  and  C.  Poole  weighed- 
in  last. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society. 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.G. — On  Aug.  5 
J.  Macdonnell  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  bream,  two  of 
the  former  going  over  3lb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Long  showed  roach 
and  dace.  Owing  to  the  holidays,  I  suppose,  we  did  not 
have  many  members  at  our  last  meeting  I  hope  to  see  a 
better  attendance  at  the  next. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  A,nsrlingf  Society,  Browatow  Ams, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Aug.  5  and  Aug.  6  a  great 
many  of  the  members  were  on  the  warpath,  but,  owing  to 
the  unsettled  weather,  sport  was  very  indifferent.  Messrs. 
C,  Pocock,  T.  Midsen,  and  R.  Parsome  being  the  only  ones 
to  weigh-in,  they  having  a  very  tine  show  of  barbel,  bream, 
roach,  chub,  and  dace.  Members  are  rf  quested  to  attend 
onTueslay,  Aug.  14  ;  important.— S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  A.ng'ling  Society.  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — The  following  have 
weighed-in  ;  Messrs.  Siverns,  roach,  161b.  9jz  ;  Viner, 
roach,  121b.  3jz.  ;  A.  Barratt,  roach  and  dac?,  lUb.  Icz  ; 
Lane,  one  jicfr,  61b.  |  z. ;  Balls,  roach,  41b.  12o7.  ;  Allum, 
roach  and  dace,  41b.  12|cz  ;  Tucker,  roach,  41b.  If  z  ; 
Sallims,  roach,  31b.  2lZ.  ;  Fletcher,  roach,  21b.  loz. 
Several  other  members  weighed-in  during  the  evening. — 

W.  JaNKINS. 

iSarlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  outing  of  Aug.  5  was  a  blank, 
nothing  being  weighed-in.  Have  arranged  next  outing  for 
same  prizes  on  Aug.  12,  to  Hampton  Court,  when  I  hope 
it  will  be  better  supported — E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dulwit  h  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich. — Messrs.  Smith  and  Dej  nge 
had  some  good  sport  with  bream  last  week  from  the  Onse. 
On  Monday  last,  Mr.  J.  Bannister  hai  a  nice  show  of 
roach  (16. b.;,  largest  lib  ,  from  the  Thames,  at  Datchet, 
Oaling  to  Broxboume  on  Aug.  19  for  six  prizes. — E. 
Dyball. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society, 

Horse  Shoes,  Silver-street,  Edmonton. — We  had  a  fine 
show  of  fish  on  Aug.  6.  All  the  thirteen  prizes  competed 
for  were  taken,  the  successful  members  being  as  follows  : 
F.  J.  Gray,  first ;  Squires,  second ;  G.  Letch,  third ; 
P.  Coppin,  fourth;  F.  Rogers,  fifth;  Warnjr,  sixth;  W. 
Coppin,  seventh  ;  J.  White,  eighth ;  .Tones,  ninth ;  Young, 
tenth ;  Roberts,  eleventh  ;  W.  Dew,  twelfth  ;  and  Messrs. 
Clark  and  Thorp  tied  for  the  thirteenth  prize,  and 
although  most  of  the  members  complained  that  they 
could  not  fish  on  Monday,  in  consequence  of  wind  and 
rain,  all  the  fish  trays  were  full,  and  the  outing  a  great 
success.— W.  Coppin. 

£lgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W. — Oar  match  at  Uxbridge 
was  not  a  success,  as  only  two  prizes  were  taken,  Mr. 
Billett  first  and  Mr.  Hatley  second  ;  the  remaining  prizes 
are  to  go  on  to  the  next  match.  Several  membjrswera 
out  on  Aug.  5  and  6  and  some  had  good  shows,  Messrs. 
Love  and  Bush  having  the  bast.  Mr.  E.  Wilson  was 
elected  a  working  member  la?t  meeting  night.  —  (i. 
King. 

linteipirise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — A  few  members  weighed-in  on 
Aug.  i") : — Mr.  Asbmore,  two  specimen  dace,  19oz. ;  three 
reach,  41b.  O^jz.— total  weight  all,  14lb.  14oz  ;  Mr.  Wells, 
roach  and  dace,  21b.  12^cz  — T.  Biggs. 

Golden  Sarbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street.  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  Aug.  5  Mr. 
Bailey  and  Mr.  Dermedy  weighed-in  bream  and  roach. 
On  Aug.  6  Messrs.  Ellins,  James,  Mowl,  and  Verify  had 
good  shows  of  roach,  dace,  jack,  parch,  and  club.  Largest 
perch,  Mr.  James,  Ho.  9Joz  ;  largest  dace,  Mr.  Ellins, 
9oz.  Should  like  to  see  members  up  to  arrange  another 
outing.- A.  W.  Ellins. 

Oood  Intent  Angllnf  Society,  The  Grown,  Church- 
street.  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Whitmore  weighed-in  roach  on 
Aug.  .")  from  the  Lea.  Our  twenty-ninth  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  on  Aug.  27  on  the  boat  going  to  Margate. 
Dinner  on  the  table  at  one  o'clock,  and  can  return  by  the 
Royal  Sovereign  or  La  Marguiritf  Members  tickets, 
43.  61.,  including  dinner. — R  Murpjiy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — We 
had  a  very  fair  show  of  fish  on  Aug.  5,  consisting  of  bream, 
earp,  dace,  jack,  and  roich,  contributed  by  Messrs, 


Randall,  H.  Dutton,  J.  Hewitt,  H.  Hutohiogs,  T.  Worth, 
C.  Holmes,  and  C.  Watling  —J.  A.  Prn  h. 

Gre*t  Yarmonth  Pisjatcrial  Society.— "  Yet 
another  failure"  was  the  umpire's  report  of  the  fourth 
match  of  the  season,  held  at  Ormesby  (Eels  Foot)  on 
Aug.  2.  Owing  to  the  holidays  in  this  week  the  match 
was  poorly  attended,  only  twenty-two  members  taking 
part.  A  hurricane  and  deluge  were  amongst  the  many 
unpleasant  experiences  of  the  day.  Many  members  only 
weightd-in  by  outces,  and  the  whole  catch  was  but  22ib. 
Messrs  R.  H.  Tooley,  J.  S.  Read,  L.  P.  Garrett,  and 
A.  J.  Pfnny  were  the  priza  wianers  and  semi-finalists. 
Mr.  W.  C.  Steward  carried  out  the  duties  of  umpire, 
assisted  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Thompson. 

Earconit  Angling  Soolety,  Haicontt  Arms, 
Harconrt-street,  N.W. — We  had  a  very  nice  show  of 
bream,  roach,  dace,  and  tench  on  Monday  night,  most  of 
our  members  being  out  for  the  two  days.  Had  the  weather 
been  a  little  finer  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  should  have 
had  a  bfttter  show.  I  should  like  to  see  the  members  show 
up  a  little  stronger  on  Thursday  evenings,  so  that  we  can 
do  what  little  business  there  i3  to  do  in  a  proper  manner. 
— A.  E.  Payne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane.  Bethnal  Green-road.— On  Aug.  6  our 
rrembers  were  out  and  had  some  fish,  but  I  did  not  weigh 
them  in  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Duke  and  Mr.  Pammell  had 
a  nice  show  of  roach.  On  Aug.  19  we  go  to  St.  Margaret's; 
start  fishing  at  9  30 ;  leave  off  at  six  o'clock  ;  show  fish  at 
the  Railway  Inn  6.30.  Annual  dinner  Sept.  2.  Will 
members  kindly  settle  to  make  themselves  eligible. — H. 
Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.— The  holidays  have 
not  been  very  productive  of  sport  amongst  our  members, 
although  I  hear  of  several  being  out.  The  only  weighings- 
in  for  the  week  are :  Messrs.  T.  A.  Shaw,  one  specimen 
dace,  12oz. ;  W.  T.  Attwood,  roach  and  grayling,  41b.  7ioz. 
(both  from  club  water) ;  and  G.  Whitbretd,  carp,  tench, 
and  rudd  (best  rudd  lib.),  61b.  15f;z.— E.  Wymer. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  As 
announced  last  week,  the  members  will  compete  for  four 
special  prizes  on  Aug.  12,  at  Watetingtury.  There  are 
also  three  specials  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday  next, 
15th  inst.,  competitors  being  allowed  to  chocsa  their  own 
fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). — H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golboine- 
road.  North  Kensington.— Since  last  renort  Mr.  Redington 
saved  us  from  having  a  blink,  with  a  good  show  from  the 
Thames.  We  have  some  important  business  next  week, 
will  members  please  attend  if  possible  ?— G.  Beni  e. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — We  had  a  fair  day's  outing, 
all  prizes  being  taken.  Mr.  J.  Hawkins,  first,  with  a  take 
of  bream  atd  roach  ;  W.  Baker,  second,  with  reach ; 
P.  Sturgess,  third,  with  roach  ;  and  F.  Crowther  fourth, 
with  roach.  Mr.  J.  H.  Morgan  also  had  fish.  Our  next; 
competition  will  take  place  on  Aug.  19,  at  Sandgate. — 
W.  Freeman. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  12,  Streatfield- 
street,  Limehouse,  E. — Notwithstanding  the  very  incle- 
ment weather  we  have  experienced  recently,  a  good 
number  of  memlers  have  been  out,  bnt  have  met  with 
very  poor  success.  A  good  number  of  fish  have  been 
caught,  mostly  small,  which,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  have 
been  returned.  The  following  have  weighed-in  :  Meesrp. 
Cloake,  barbel  and  roach ;  Bones,  roach  and  bream ; 
McNiell,  dace  aid  perch  ;  Wills,  roach  and  bream  ;  Smith, 
roach ;  Eisley,  bream  and  roach ;  Jones,  roach  and 
bream;  Schulz  and  Pearson,  roach.  Next  meeting  Wed- 
nesday, 15th,  when  all  social  arrangements  for  the  winter 
will  be  discussed.  Just  received  note  frem  two  of  our 
members  fishing  in  Norfolk,  staling  they  are  having  goed 
sport  with  roich.  Messrs.  Ralph  Hull  and  J.  J. 
Birkett  were  elected  memlers  on  the  1st  inst.— R.  J. 
Wells. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — There  is  nothing  to  say  about;  our  fishing 
on  Bank  Holiday,  for  the  rain  was  incessant  and  members 
had  simply  to  watch  it  splashing  down  from  the  shelter  of 
the  pavilion  at  Knowsley,  smoke  the  f.ipe  of  resigcation, 
and  possess  their  souls  iu  patience  with  now  and  again  a 
pardonable  explosion  of  chagrin.  It  was  quite  a  relief 
when  the  day  came  to  an  end  and  enabled  us  to  make  our 
way  homeward  through  the  downpour  thoroughly  weary, 
and  some  of  us  soaked  to  the  skin.  We  hope  shortly  to 
have  the  annual  vioit  from  the  St.  Helen's  anglers,  a 
function  of  real  friendship  and  enjoyment,  and  which  we 
look  forward  to  with  the  pleasanteet  anticipatiors,  and 
given  a  fine  day  it  will  be  thoroughly  appreciated 
by  both  sides,  win  or  lose.  Then  there  is  also  the 
return  visit  to  St.  Helens,  whic'a  will  be  equally 
ei  j  )yable,  and  both  days  will  be  red-letter  ones.  Th? 
following  has  been  sent  me  by  the  water  committee  : 
"  Fishing  in  Rivirgton  Reservoir.— Notic 3  is  hereby  given 
that,  with  a  view  to  diminish  the  number  of  perch,  bottom 
fishing  for  coars9  fish  will  be  allowed  in  the  Anglezitk 
Reservoir  during  the  remainder  of  the  present  season."  I 
have  asked  the  council  to  give  the  anglers  of  Liverpool 
a  week's  free  fishing  as  a  means  towards  the  end  they 


COMMEECE,  WITH  'Ts  Si'REAiixi;  WiNfl.s,  has  traver.^ed  the 
globe  many  times,  and  binds  nation.?  together  with  the  strong 
ties  of  mutual  self-inter<;st.  Through  its  influence  London  has 
become  the  metropolis  of  the  world,  and  her  merchants  have 
amassed  wealth  sufHcient  to  make  them  the  envy  of  princes. 
Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment  have  now  become  essential 
articles  of  commerce  with  all  parts  of  the  world.  They  have 
effected  cures  which  have  seemed  miraculous,  and  given  rel  ef  in 
complaints  when  all  hope  had  Leen  lost.  In  all  known  diseases 
their  success  has  at  all  times  been  wonderful.  In  cases  of  dis 
orders  of  the  stomach,  bile,  liver  complaint,  indigestion,  fevers, 
ague,  >Vc.,  tliey  act  like  a  charm,  as  the  cure  is  speedy  and  cartain. 


seek.  It  is  not  often  that  yon  hear  of  waters  being  over- 
stocked with  fiih  ;  generally  the  contrary  ;  but  I  remember 
some  years  ago  that,  the  owners  of  Ellesmere  Mere,  Salop, 
atked  through  the  F.  0.  fer  advice  as  to  reducing  the  stcok 
of  fish  in  that  water. — R  Woolfall. 

North-Hast  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —  On  Aug.  5 
two  prizes  were  taken:  Mr.  Prosser,  fifth  ;  Mr.  Eiton, 
sixth;  leaving  one  prize,  which  members  can  go  for  on 
Aug.  12.  On  Aug.  5  the  followinir  members  weigbed-iu 
fish  :  Messr?.  E.  Lamb,  roach  ;  Carter,  roach ;  Hart, 
roach;  Prosser,  roach  and  dice;  Eiton,  roach. — G. 
Taylok. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society.  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.— On  Aug.  5  Mr.  T. 
Moyler  weighed  in  roach  ;  and  on  Aug,  6  Messrs.  G.  Cart- 
wright  and  A.  Harling  also  bad  a  few  roach.  On  Aug.  12 
we  have  the  tirst  outirg  for  the  monthly  prizes,  presented 
by  Messrs.  Thatcher,  Catts,  and  Ccckerill ;  all  to  go  and 
return  by  the  same  train  to  Shepperton  ;  gross  weight; 
all  fish  bxr  jick  ;  two  rods  ;  bank  only.  No  meeting  last 
Tuesday  on  acsouat  of  the  holidays. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society-  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire -street,  Bethnal  Green  —On  Bank 
Holiday  Monday  Mr.  A.  Birch  weighed-ia  trout,  41b.  9jz., 
heaviest  fish  lib.  3:z. ;  Mr.  C.  Dennis,  rosch  and  perch, 
41b,  4oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Dennis,  roach,  lib.  Other  members 
bad  fish  but  did  not  weigh-in.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  A. 
Kettle  had  a  nice  catch  of  roach,  weighing  71b  ,  heaviest 
fish  lib.  3oz.  On  Aug.  19  we  have  a  special  prize  outing 
at  St.  Marsaret's ;  boundary,  St.  Margarets  Bridge  to 
Hardmead  Lock  ;  pegged-down.  Messrs.  H.  Page  and  C. 
Dennis  volunteered  to  act  a?  pe ggers-down.  Show  fish  on 
St.  Margaret's  Bridge  at  6  30  p.m.  O^ing  to  the  absence 
of  Messrs.  Slade  and  Madget  the  arrangements  with 
regard  to  the  prize  fund  had  to  be  left  over,  and  it  waa 
carried  that  it  be  finally  settled  on  next  general  meeting 
night. — George. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — On  Aug  6  we  had  a  very  good  show  of 
roach.  Meters.  BoufHer,  Milton,  and  Reed  were  tha 
prizewinners;  the  two  latter  gentlemen  had  several  over 
lib.  each.  Myer,  Carter.  Taylor,  Mares,  Carr,  and 
Norman  all  weighed-in.  Mr.  F.  Mares  was  made  a 
working  member. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Pisratorials,  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road.  N.W.— On  Aug  6  the  fi.llowing  weighed- 
in  ;  Messrs.  W.  Shepherd,  J.  Robinson,  F.  Beaver,  W. 
Payne,  and  H.  Faucett.  We  did  not  have  a  lot  of  fish, 
but  what  there  were  of  them  were  class.  F.  Beaver 
weighed-in  a  splendid  bream  from  the  Thames,  turning 
the  scale  at  .^Ib.  ;  and  W.  Shepherd  had  a  very  nice 
specimen  trout ;  J.  Robinson  had  eeveral  roach  over  lib. 
each.— Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — During  the  holidays  our 
members  were  out,  some  for  pleasure  atd  some  on  fishing 
bent;  but  only  our  renowned  Mr.  Cavers  c.ught  jack. 
Messrs.  Trottor,  Webber,  Pope,  &'i  ,  weighed-in  a  nice 
show  of  chub,  birbel,  perch,  roach,  &c  — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society.  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road.  Bow,  E. — On  Aar.  5  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  J.  Stanley,  a  nice  show  of  roach  ;  Merigold, 
roach  ;  Tisshaw,  roach ;  J.  Payne,  roach ;  F.  Pignatelli, 
reach  and  pirch;  F.  Gardener,  roach  and  perch;  J. 
Walker,  roach;  R,  Walker,  roach.  O.n  M  mday  and 
Tuesday  our  members  were  out.  Messrs.  E.  Perry  hxi  a 
splendid  show  r.f  roach  and  chub,  largest  roach  lib  6j7z., 
one  chub  3  b.  IJ-^z.,  total  weight  221b.  14  z  ;  Mr.  Tisshaw, 
twelve  roach  lOlb  ;  R.  Walk-r,  roach  ;  Tim  O'Shanhom, 
roach ;  F.  Pignatelli,  roach ;  F.  Gardener,  roach.  Priz9 
outing,  Aug.  19.— P.  Pignatelli. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Sooleli.ir.  Rising  Snn,  Prince'i- 
road,  KenningtoE -cross. —On  the  6th  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in  some  nice  shows  cf  fish  t  Mr.  T.  Rcaser, 
bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Graveney,  bream  and  roioh  ;  Mr. 
F.  Page,  jiok  and  roach;  Mr.  W.  E.  P^ge,  jick  and 
roach;  Mr.  B.  Beale,  bream  and  rudd;  Mr.  A.  B  eat, 
bream  and  roach;  Mr.  G.  Brent,  bream  and  roach.  I 
hope  membetB  will  turn  up  in  force  in  the  outing  for 
prizes  at  Amberley  on  Aug.  12.  Train,  London  Bridge, 
6  50.— J.  T.  Leighton. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  bad  a  good  show  of 
roach,  bream,  and  perch  on  Auj.  5.  by  Messrs.  Podger, 
Souch,  acd  Warren.  The  twenty-second  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  on  Aug.  26.  at  the  Cock  Hotel,  Epping. 
Members  will  ob  ije  by  saLding  in  their  names  at  once. — 
Thorlikg 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grufcon 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Aug.  6  a 
few  of  our  members  went  out,  with  the  following  results  : 
Messrs.  E.  B  jrden,  roaoh  ;  and  G.  Campbell,  bream  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Tay  was  elected  a  working  member.— 
W.  Aldis 

South  Bermondss,^  Club  aud  Instil ute  Pis  a- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  BE.  —  Our  monthly 
outing  took  place  on  Aug.  5  with  the  followin»  result: 
Mr.  Davies,  1st,  roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  T.  Bjere,  2nd, 
roBch.  Mr.  W.  Costin  also  weighed-in  roach  ;  Mr.  P. 
Allum,  roacb,  doce,  ard  bream.  Mr.  Costin,  baibel  and 
roach,  on  Monday.— J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  titepney. — Our  members  made  a  very  good  show  of 
fish  on  Monday,  Mr  F.  Bolding  having  a  nice  show  of 
bream  and  roach;  Morgan,  bream  and  roach;  Smith, 
bream;  Rushton,  reach  ;  Woodford,  roacb;  Crajthorne, 
roach  and^eroh;  Grindrod,  roe  oh  ;  Jolly,  bream,  roaoh, 
and  rudd  ;  Gerrard,  bream.  Our  next  match  will  be  on 
Aug  19,  at  HatSeld,  from  Alton  Church  to  Rush  Lock.— 
W.  Beattif. 

Stookwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Claphan',— The  trays  have  been  well  filled  during 
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the  holidayB,  the  following  membsra  having  weighed-in 
roaoh  and  dace:  Meajrs.  Sharpi,  81b.  lOoz. ;  Anatey, 
71b.  15  3z.;  Barnes,  71b.  2oz  ;  Jenkins,  61b.  12cz  ;  G 
Tirrel,  31b.  ISaz. ;  R.  Tirrel,  21b.  9jz  ;  Hirry  Payne,  21b  ; 
PhillipB,  21b.  3oz. ;  Adama,  lib  14 3z, ;  A.  Hall,  lib.  13 dz. 
T.  Lnoas,  lib.  4oz  ;  A.  Pain,  lib.  loz  ;  and  Sheen  12oz. 
The  loan  of  three  more  cases  of  specimen  fish  for  the  club 
room,  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  adds  much  to  its  adornment 
Another  prize  of  7s.  01.  was  presented  by  Mr.  Barker 
last  meetini;  night,  when  we  had  a  very  good  attendance. 
— Thos.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Ley  ton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Aug.  5  the  following 
w_eighed-in  with  a  fair  show  of  roach  and  bream  :  Messrs 
Simmons,  Humphreys,  and  Payne.  Will  members 
endeavour  to  attend  next  Tuesday,  as  there  is  a  lot  of 
basiness  to  do  F  One  of  our  members  (Mr.  Simmons)  had 
the  misfortune  to  lose  his  landing-net  and  handle  at 
Dagenham  Lake  last  Tuesday.  Should  it  be  found  I  hope 
the  finder  will  oommnnicite  with  me  at  clubhouse. — 
G.  A.  Payne. 

United  Br  Jther  j  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — Since  last  report  we  have 
had  some  very  nice  ^hows  of  fish  by  the  following  :  J. 
Oakley.  J.  Steer,  W.  Drage,  W.  G.  Cockerton,  C.  Wilder- 
spin,  H.  Perkins,  S.  Drage,  E.  Groves,  F.  Beak,  H 
Wanstall,  W.  Stephens,  and  H.  Fordham.  Oar  next  club 
match  takes  plioe  at  Yalding  on  Aug.  19,  als)  for  lapsed 
given  prizes.  Honorary  members  please  note. — F.  H. 
Beak. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Augrling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— We  had  a  good  show  of 
fish  on  Aug.  5,  Messrs.  Dungall  and  Harvey  weighing-in 
specimen  roach  from  Sunbury  and  Hampton.  We  are 
arranging  for  an  outing  on  Aug.  26  at  Amberley  in  con 
junction  with  the  Eldridge  competition  ;  the  vice-president 
offers  a  prize,  and  ako  Mr.  Buxey ;  in  addition  we  shall 
give  prizes  from  tne  club  funds  ;  conditions  to  be  ratified 
next  Wednesday.— W.  W.  D. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  Angrlingr  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  8.B.— As 
no  member  weighed-in  on  Aug.  5  there  will  be  an  open 
competition,  bank  or  punt,  on  Aug.  V2  for  the  lapsed 
prizes.— W.  Wray. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— We  fish  a  match  on 
Aug.  12  at  Amberley,  boundary  to  be  decided  on  the  spot. 
I  hope  all  members  will  turn  up.  Mr.  J.  H.  Hurst 
weighed  a  splendid  show  of  roach.— W.  Cox, 

Wenlocb  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road.— At  our  last  meeting  the  committee  disposed 
of  very  important  business.  We  fish  a  match  at  King's 
Langley  on  Aug.  19— canal  only  ;  roving— when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster. — H.  Heie. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
out  on  the  5th,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
R.  Pethurst,  Homer,  Lowther,  J.  Newton,  Forster,  and 
G.  Bowles,  roach  and  bream.  It  was  decided  at  our 
meeting  that  we  fish  a  match  at  Waltham  on  Aug.  26 ; 
all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train  on  the  morning  of  the 
match. — R.  Lowther. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N.— On  the  5th,  despite  the  bad 
weather,  most  of  our  members  weighed-in  fish,  H.  Walton 
taking  first  prize  with  roach,  bream,  and  dace;  A.  Lang- 
ton,  second,  with  jack  and  roach.  The  following  also  had 
fish :  W.  Bragg,  roach ;  D.  Thorpe,  roaoh  ;  W.  Butler, 
roaoh  ;  W.  E,  Beaumont,  roach.  We  fish  a  pegged-dawn 
match  at  Waltham  on  Aug.  26  for  four  prizes.  Members 
to  start  fishing  at  9.30  a.m.,  cease  at  6  p.m.  We  fish  for 
W.  E.  Beaumont's  prize,  lOs.  6d  ,  cn  Aug.  12,  all  fish, 
open.— W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Why  Not  Social  Angling  Association,  Why  Not 
Inn,  Steelhouse-lane,  Wolverhampton.— The  annual 
excursion  and  c  jmpetition  in  connection  with  the  Why 
Not  Social  Angling  Association  took  place  (by  kind  per- 
mission of  Lord  Dartmouth)  at  Patshull  Park  on  August 
Bank  Holiday  Monday.  Between  fifty  and  sixty  members 
30urneyed  in  conveyances  by  way  of  Albrighton.  As  soon 
as  possible  the  forty-one  competitors  were  in  position, 
and  at  10.80  the  referee  (Mr.  W.  Knottley)  fired  the  pistol 
to  start.  After  two  hours  fishing  in  not  very  favourable 
weather,  the  bags  were  collected  and  weighed,  the  foUow- 
wg  being  the  result:  1st,  T.  Jarvisj  2nd,  B.  Jones;  3rd, 
W.  Turner;  4th,  J.  Simpson;  5th,  W.  Glee;  6th,  T. 

j.^*^^'  J-  Gfandy;  8;h,  W.  Blues;  9th,  W.  Fisher; 
10th,  G.  Davies;  lltb,  E.  Rounds;  12tb,  W.  Ward  • 
13th,  T.  Simpson ;  14th,  J.  Morgan  :  15th,  W.  Hadley  • 
16th,  B.  Pngh;  17th,  J.  Ward;  18th,  T.  Tennant; 
19th,  C.  Robinson  ;  20th,  W.  Giimsley  ;  2l8t,  W.  Sturmey ; 
22nd,  J.  Reynolds;  23rd,  H.  RoUason:  24th,  C.  Jarvis  • 
2oth,  C.  Gandy;  26th,  J.  Bott;  27th,  Hy.  Dale.  After 
the  weighing-in,  and  the  members  had  refreshed  the  inner 
man,  they  returned  to  their  fishing  grounds,  and  altogether 
a  fair  amount  of  fish  were  bagged.  The  return  journey 
was  commenced  about  6  30,  by  way  of  Pattingham,  and, 
upon  arriving  at  the  club-house,  the  rest  of  the  evening 
wa«  spent  in  harmony;  and  thus  brought  a  pleasant  day's 
ontmg  to  a  close.  The  weight  of  the  first  prize  winntr  was 
(Jib.  lloz.,  including  a  bream,  2ilb.— J.  W.  Vann. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon.— An  outing  will  take  place  on  club  water  on 
Aug.  12 ;  usual  train,  prizes,  and  conditions.  Weigh-in  at 
the  Mitre  at  7.45  p.m.  The  first  match  for  the  sUver  cup 
will  come  off  on  Sept.  2.  Further  particulars  will  be  duly 
announced.— Hon.  Sec. 

Woking  Angling  Club,  The  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
VYokuig.— Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  our 
match  at  Send  has  been  postponed  until  Aug.  12.  Oar 
members  appeared  to  be  very  well  satisfied  with  our 
private  water  at  Send.   It  is  only  about  a  quarter  of  a 


mile  in  length,  but  there  is  some  excellent  fishing  to  be 
had. — Weyside  Waniierer. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumatead-road,  Plnmstead. — Several  of  our 
members  were  out  this  week,  and  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Mr.  P.  CreEBwell,  dace  and  perch  ;  Mr.  H.  Webb, 
roach. — J.  Wensley. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road. — Members  turned  up 
in  force  f  or  Bank  Holiday  outing,  Messrs.  W.  Vale,  J. 
Wyatt,  F.  Birkett,  and  F.  Taylor  taking  fish  on  Aug.  6. 
Several  more  members  tuined  up  on  Mond  ly,  but  fishing 
had  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  rain.  Will  members 
please  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  elect  new  members,  and 
settle  for  next  outing  ? — F.  Taylor. 


^offings      tf)c  i^ap. 


"  When  William  the  Fourth  was  King  of  England,' 
says  '  Rustious,'  "the  rates  per  'passage  boats' — oars  to 
carry  eight,  scullers  six  passengers— and  the  rates  above 
bridge  were  :  London  Bridge  to  Chelsea  Bridge,  6d.  each  ; 
to  Wandsworth,  7d.  each ;  to  Putney  and  Fnlham,  8d. 
each ;  to  Barnes  Elms,  8d.  each ;  to  Hammersmith,  9d. 
each  ;  to  Barnes  and  Mortlake,  Is.  each  ;  to  Brentford  or 
Isleworth,  Is.  od.  each ;  to  Richmond,  Is.  3d.  each ;  to 
Twickenham,  Is.  6d.  each;  to  Kingston,  Is.  6i.  each;  to 
Hampton  Court,  Is.  9d.  each;  to  Sunbury  or  Walton, 
Is.  9d.  each ;  to  Shepperton,  2j. ;  to  Staines,  2s.  6d,  each  ; 
and  to  Datchet  or  Windsor,  3s.  each  passenger.  Fares  by 
time  :  Oars,  first  hour,  2j.  6d. ;  second  hour.  Is. ;  each 
succeeding  hour.  Is.;  and  for  the  day,  123.  Such  were 
the  rates  when  the  '  jolly  young  watermen  '  had  the  river 
to  themselves  in  the  days  before  the  steamboats  relegated 
their  skiffs  and  larger  rowing  boats  largely  to  the  limbo  of 
disuse." 


'  Where  moth  and  rust  corrupt,  and  thieves  break 
throngh  and  steal !  "  This  may,  or  may  not  be  correctly 
quoted.  Weather  too  warm  to  worry.  Anyway,  this  may 
be  useful  to  "  Troubled  "  and  others.  "  The  parent  moth 
deposits  its  eggs  in  the  felt  or  flinnel  of  a  fly-book,  and  in 
the  fur  or  feather  of  the  flies.  Exact  location  most 
frequently  about  the  shoulder  of  the  fly.  Sharp  eyes  or  a 
magnifying-glass  will  detect  them  if  searched  for  in  the 
fibres  of  the  feather ;  but  it  is  tiresome  work,  and  they 
may  be  so  easily  overlooked — unless  the  flies  are  much 
pulled  about — that  the  use  of  chloroform  is  much 
to_  be  approved.  Put  everything  to  be  protected  in  a 
wide-mouthed  bottle  or  jar,  big  enough  to  hold 
fly-books  if  required ;  arrange  an  air-tight  cover,  as 
bladder,  oiled  silk,  oiled  paper,  or  some  easily-contrived 
stopper  that  will  prevent  air  going  into  the  jar  (chloroform 
vapour  does  not  ascend  in  air).  Everything  having  been 
put  in,  take  a  piece  of  rag  or  old  pocket-handkerchief,  and 
put  it,  crumpled  up,  on  the  top  of  the  contents  in  the  j  ir, 
then  sprinkle  upon  it  about  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of 
methylated  chloroform.  Put  on  the  cover  or  stopper,  and 
lay  aside  until  next  spring.  Q  aantity  of  chloroform  named 
will  do  for  a  jar  of  about  two  quarts  capacity. 
)•**(. 

In  spite  of  the  ravages  caused  among  the  fish  in  the 
Seine  during  the  recent  hot  weather,"  fays  the  Daily 
Telegraph,  of  Aug.  7,  "  the  International  Angling  Com- 
petition is  continuing  in  Paris.  There  are  anglers  from 
Germany,  Belgium,  Holland,  and  even  Russia,  who  are 
endeavouring  to  win  some  of  the  prizes  offered  for  good 
catches  of  gudgeon  and  whitebait.  The  most  determined 
of  the  anglers  are  the  provincials  from  Picardy,  who 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine  wearing  khaki  dress  and 
enormous  straw  hats,  and  preceded  by  a  brass  band 
evolving  strains  enough  to  frighten  the  fish.  These  men 
of  Amiens  had  also  with  them  a  vivandiere,  or  cantin'ere, 
in  khaki,  who  supplied  them  with  food  and  drink  while 
they  were  watching  their  floats.  Notwithstanding  all 
this  display,  the  Picardy  anglers  were  beaten  by  men  living 
near  Paris,  who  knew  the  Seine  well.  One  man  from 
outside  the  walls  of  the  city  won  the  first  prize  of  £8  for 
seven  successful  hauls.  The  fishing  contest  is  to  finish  on 
Wednesday  next,  when  ten  of  the  chief  prize-winners  will 
be  called  upon  to  angle  for  honours.  So  far  there  is  no 
record  of  any  piscatorial  sucsess  to  the  account  of  the 
foreign  anglers,  who,  like  the  Picardy  men,  are  evidently 
out  of  their  element  and  unversed  in  the  cunning  ways  of 
the  Waltons  of  the  Seine." 


Tom.my  Atkins,  as  a  rule,  is  not  very  religious,  and 
ocoa  ionally  has  very  hazy  notions  respecting  it,  and,  one 
stalwart  trooper,  questioned  as  to  his  belief,  replied  "  Bank 
of  England,"  and  he  easily  might  believe  in  something  less 
substantial.  One  orderly  oHioer,  in  sorting  out  his  troop, 
shouted  "Church  of  England  to  the  right!"  "Roman 
Catholics  to  the  left!"  "  Farcy  religions  to  the  rear!" 
One  man  who  wished  to  change  his  religion,  on  being  asked 
the  reason,  said  he  wanted  to  join  those  who  paraded  for 
church  half  an  hour  after  those  he  then  belonged  to.  One 
section  went  by  the  name  of  the  "cold  dinner  lot,"  as 
owing  to  the  length  of  the  chaplain's  sermons  they  were 
invariably  late  for  dinner.  Others  were  termed  "door- 
step men,"  having  to  attend  eervice  before  breakfast,  and 
on  their  return  found  their  breakfast  bread  as  hard  as  a 
doorstep. 

 >  »»♦ <  

The  Epsom  Angling  Society  has  sustained  a  loss  in  the 
death  of  Mr.  G.  Miles,  of  Epsom.  Deceased  was  an  ardent 
angler,  and  shared  with  Messrs.  Dix,  Jeffery,  Wagetaff, 
Simmonds,  Mckery,  and  Hales  the  honour  of  founding  the 
club.  Latterly  he  has  been  a  great  sufferer,  and  finally 
succumbed  to  heart  disease  and  dropsy.  He  was  buried  in 
Epsom  Cemetery  on  Monday,  Aug.  6.  Mr.  Miles  had 
been  a  noted  bell-ringer  in  his  time,  and  a  muflled  peal,  on 
the  evening  of  his  interment,  was  rung  by  the  Epsom 
ringers. 

 >»♦■*<  

An  amusing  scene  was  witnessed  in  the  Epsom  Town 
Hall  club  last  week.  The  "  Thatched  One,"  an  old 
billiardist,  played  two  matches  with  Tommy  Godfrey,  the 
author  of  the  two  popular  songs,  "  Love's  Quest,"  and 
"The  Ring  of  the  S:ee!,"  the  "old  'un "  conceding 
Tommy  25  in  100.  The  "  Thatched  One  "  won  the  first 
game  by  2  point?,  and  the  second  stood  98  to  97  in  his 
favour.  Godfrey  then  fluked  the  red,  and  won  the  Eecond 
game.  la  the  midst  of  the  applause  the  folding-doors 
opened,  and  two  anglers  strolled  in  irom  Cobham.  Their 
bag  amounted  to  The  irrepresaible  Tommy  imme- 

diately extemporised  an  anthem  for  the  ocoasion,  the 
burden  of  which  was  taken  up  by  the  members,  and  sung 
in  parts.    The  words  were  : 

"  To-morrow  will  be  Sunday, 
And  we've  got  no  fish  to-day." 


A  DUEL  was  lately  fought  in  Texas  by  Alexander  Shott 
and  John  S.  Nott.  Nott  was  shot,  and  Shott  was  not. 
In  this  case  it  is  better  to  be  Shott  than  Nott.  There  was 
a  rumour  that  Nott  was  not  shot,  but  Shott  avows  that  he 
was  not,  which  proves  either  that  the  shot  Shott  shot  at 
Nott  was  not  shot,  or  that  Nott  was  shot  notwithstanding. 
It  may  be  made  to  appear  on  trial  that  the  shot  Shott  shot 
shot  Nott,  or,  as  accidents  with  firearms  are  frequent,  it 
may  be  possible  that  the  shot  Shott  shot  shot  Shott  him- 
self, when  the  whole  affair  would  resolve  itself  into  its 
original  elements,  and  Shott  would  be  shot  and  Nott  would 
be  not.  We  think,  however,  that  the  shot  Shott  shot  shot 
not  Shott  but  Nott.  Anyway,  it  is  hard  to  tell  who  was 
shot. 


As  some  salmon  fishers  were  hauling  in  their  nets  on  one 
of  the  Tay  stations,  they  found  that  a  seal  had  got 
entangled.  The  seal  was  brought  ashore,  and  on  being 
measured  (eays  the  Daily  Mail)  was  found  to  be  over  5ft. 
in  length,  while  the  girth  was  about  ISin.  While  the 
fishermen  were  measuring  the  seal  their  attention  was 
attracted  by  cries  from  the  river,  and  on  searching  they 
found  a  young  seal  about  a  foot  in  length  swimming  about. 
The  young  one  was  captured  with  little  difiiculty,  and  the 
seals  were  conveyed  to  Dundee  fish  market  alive,  and 
there  sold  for  263.    [Selah  !] 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  Ireland,  writes:  "Dear 
Drag, — I  told  yon  last  March  about  a  remarkable  dream 
I  had  about  otters.  I  thought  that  a  man  had  brought 
me  a  brace  of  baby  otters,  and  next  morning  when  I  got 
my  letters  one  was  from  a  man  who  offered  to  sell  me  two 
young  darlings.  Of  course,  I  bought  them,  and  they  got 
on  splendidly  until,  unfortunately,  the  door  of  their  little 
house  was  not  properly  fastened,  and  one  of  them  got  out, 
and  I  have  not  seen  it  since.  The  other,  a  female,  which 
I  have  called  "  Doatie,"  is  a  dear,  sweet  pet,  and  is  very 
fond  of  me,  as  well  as  of  her  friend  "  Skippar,"  a  young 
black  retriever  puppy  dog,  which  I  have  brought. 
"Doatie"  goes  through  my  house  like  a  cat,  and  plays 
and  romps  with  "  Skipper."  But  listen  to  this.  Yester- 
day I  left  home,  and  did  not  return  till  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  and  there  was  not  a  bit  of  fish  or  uncooked  meat  in 
the  house  for  the  otter.  The  moment  she  heard  my  voice 
she  began  to  pipe,  and  all  I  had  for  it  was  to  bring  her 
down  to  the  river  at  the  bridge,  and  let  her  fish  on  her 
own  hook,  which  she  did,  with  the  result  that  she  caught 
four  or  five  trout  and  perch.  The  post  is  just  off,  or  I 
could  tell  you  more  about  my  lovely  pet. 


Oh  !  that  blank— I  mean,  Bank  Holiday !  What 
weather  !  What  wind,  rain,  and  sea  !  I  spent  it  at  South- 
end, and,  being  of  a  Mark  Tapley  disposition,  managed  to 
make  the  best  of  things.  But  it  was  grievous  to  see  the 
poor  trippers,  thousands  of  1h?m,  men,  women,  and 
children,  wet,  bedraggled,  and  miserable.  It  was  more, 
it  was  distressing. 

 >♦<■»<  

Then  rumour,  that  Ijiog  jade,  started  the  shocking 
report  that  La  Marguerite  had  foundered  on  her  trip  to 
Boulogne  with  something  like  2000  souls  on  board.  It  was 
blowing  very  heavily,  sol  asked  Charlie  Hussey  his  opinion 
about  it.  '■  Nonsense,"  he  answered,  "  with  a  fine  ship,  a 
careful  and  experienced  skipper  and  officers  like  Capt. 
Fishenden  and  his  '  merry  men,'  I  would  go  anywhere  on 
the  Marguerite  the  captain  thought  fit  to  take  me.  It  is 
I  a  downright  thumping  lie.'  I  have  crossed  many  times 
in  her — more  than  once  in  worse  weather  than  to-day's — 
and  she  behaved  sp'endidly."  But  the  rumour  was  so 
persistent  that  he  and  I  walked  down  to  the  pier  and  inter- 
viewed the  courteous  and  popular  agent  of  the  New  Palace 
steamers  on  the  subject.  "  Is  it  true,  Mr.  Wilson,"  asked 
Charles,  "  that  the  dear  old  Marguerite  has  gone  down  ?  " 
Mr.  Wilson's  face  broadened  into  a  big  smile.  "  Certainly, 
my  boy — down  to  Margate."  But  the  rumour  was  a  cruel 
hoax.  It  not  only  did  harm  to  the  Xaw  Palace  steamers, 
who  cater  so  successfully  for  the  convenience  and  pleasure 
of  the  public,  bat  caused  much  needless  pain  and  heart- 
breaking anxiety,  not  only  to  the  relatives  and  friends  of 
those  on  board,  but  to  everyone  who  heard  it. 

In  one  respect  Southend  is  fortunate  above  most  sea- 
side places.  The  Ghamouniz  Orchestra  is  there  tor  the 
season.  I  went  to  one  of  their  concerts,  and  a  more 
excellent  musical  entertainment  I  have  never  enjoyed. 
Every  member  of  the  orchestra  is  a  performer  of  the 
highest  class ;  but  what  strikes  0119  almost  as  much  as  the 
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excellence  of  the  music  is  the  astounding  versatility  of  the 
members  of  the  orchestra.  Uae  of  the  Messrs.  Sesbold 
appears  to  be  equally  at  home  with  the  cornet,  flute, 
harp,  mandoliDe,  and  drums ;  while  the  exchange  of 
the  violin  for  the  cornet,  or  the  double  bass  for 
the  trombone  is  so  frequent  and  so  clever  as 
to  cease  after  a  while  to  cause  astonishment.  Perhaps, 
however,  the  change  that  pleased  the  audience  most  was 
when  the  two_  young  ladies  who  had  been  playing  the 
violin  put  their  instruments  aside,  and,  accompanied  by 
the  band,  played  a  charming  duet  on  the  xylophone,  an 
instrument  which,  to  my  mind,  is  a  terror  in  incompetent 
hands,  but  with  which  these  young  ladies  delighted  our 
ears  with  some  of  the  sweetest  music  I  have  heard.  The 
vopal  part  of  the  entertainment  was  most  ably  sustained  by 
Mi-8  Grao9  Day  Winter,  who  was  deservedly  encored  for 
each  of  her  songs. 

The  vast  pavilion  was  crammed.  I  do  not  think  any- 
thing less  than  the  energetic  use  of  a  sledge  hammer  and 
a  crowbir  would  have  got  another  person  in.  I  most 
heartily  congratulate  the  Messrs.  Seebold  and  their 
talented  orchestra  on  the  great  and  well  deserved  success 
they  have  achieved,  and  I  will  give  visitors  to  Southend  a 
piece  of  advice,  for  which  they  vnll  thank  me.  If  it  is  a 
wet  evening  go  to  the  Pavilion ;  but  N.B  ,  if  it  is  a  fine 
evening  go  all  the  same.  You  are  certain  to  thoroughly 
enjoy  the  entertainment ;  there  is  constant  change,  but  it 
is  first-class  all  the  time. 


1  REFERRED  above  to  that  Ijing  jade  rumour,  but  the 
misunderstanding  of  a  word  or  even  the  inflexion  of  the 
voice  may  start  a  lie,  and ,  given  a  start,  a  lie  wants  a  lot  of 
catching.  Concerning  which  a  story  which  gives  point  to 
my  remark.  One  afternoon,  not  a  hundred  years  ago,  I 
was  sitting  in  my  sanctum,  when  a  Scotch  gentleman  was 
ushered  in.  "  '  Drargnet,'  "  says  he,  "  can  you  tell  meif 
I  Truthful  Tommy  '  is  in  toon  ?  "  "  No,  sir,"  I  replied, 
in  my  usual  suave  and  affable  manner,  "  he  is  not ;  he  has 
gone  to  Deal."  "  Puir  laddie,"  answered  he  ;  "  I'm  sair 
fashed."  Judge  of  my  aEtonishment  when  I  heard 
he  had  been  expreesing  his  regret  that  "  T.  T. " 
had  gone  to  the  de'il !  Now,  my  observation  was 
harmless  enough  and  true  enongh,  but  it  wanted  a  lot 
of  explanation  when  Tommy  returned,  and  to  square 
matters  we  had  to  make  another  observation,  this  time 
through  the  bottom  of  tumblers. 


"  You  wicked  little  boy,"  siid  the  philanthropic  old 
gentleman  to  the  street  Arab,  who  was  using  dreadful 
language.  "  Where  did  you  learn  to  swear  like  that  ?  " 
"I  didn't  learn,  governor;  I  knew  it  before,"  was  the 
astounding  reply. 

)  *  *  «  < 

A  SOMEWHAT  lengthened  experience  of  journalism  and 
the  men  who  perpetrate  it  has  taught  me  not  to  believe 
that  everything  which  appears  in  print  is  true,  but,  never- 
theless, judging  from  an  interesting  little  brochure  which 
has  just  come  to  hind,  I  should  imagine  that  Florida  is 
about  the  nearest  approach  to  a  sportsman's  paradise  that 
the  most  exacting  gunner  or  angler  could  possibly  wish  for. 
The  book  in  question,  "  Rod  and  Gun  on  the  We3t  Coast 
of  Florida,"  is  illustrated  in  the  best  Americm  style,  and 
is  replete  with  useful  information  as  to.  the  shooting  and 
fishing  to  ba  met  with  along  the  west  coast,  and  the  most 
conveiient  stopping  places  from  which  they  can  be  reacbei 
at  the  least  expenditure  of  time  and  money. 


Practically  speaking,  the  west  coast  of  Florida  is  a 
comparatively  newly-opened  region.  Here  are  indisputably 
the  finest  hunting  and  fishing  grounds  within  the  State, 
affording  at  once  the  sreatest  diversity  and  abundance  of 
sport  of  all  kinds.  Of  late  years  the  eyes  of  sportsmen 
have  been  turned  to  this  delightful  region,  the  whole  of 
which,  thanks  to  the  Plant  system  of  railways,  is  now 
rendered  easily  accessible  to  travellers.  That  this  part  of 
the  world  i3_  every  year  growing  in  popularity  ig  only 
natural,  for  it  is  here,  where  the  skies  are  ever  blue,  and 
the  air  ever  balmy,  that  the  sportsman  can  pursue  his 
favourite  occupations  afield  and  afloat  without  inteiruption 
from  the  elements. 

 >»♦■»<  

Mrs.  E.  R.  Pennell,  who  has  won  a  well-deseivad 
reputation  as  one  of  the  brightest  and  most  readable  of 
our  modern  writers  of  fact  and  fiction,  has  just  issued, 
through  Mr.  _T.  Fisher  Unwin.  "Over  the  Alps  on  a 
Bicycle,"  which  will  no  doubt  ba  highly  appreciated  by 
the  great  army  of  wheelmen  and  women  who  are  making 
their  annual  exodus  just  now  to  the  "Conteenong"  to 
acquire  the  rich  brown  tint  of  the  travelled  Briton,  and  to 
rub  off  some  of  the  accent  of  Stratford-atte-Bowe  which 
marks  their  pronunciation  of  the  languages  of  Europe. 
The  letterpress  takes  us  from  Dijon  to  lovely  Lucerne, 
"  from  whence,"  Mrs.  Pennell  adds  in  a  footnote  the  very 
fresh  information,  "the  traveller  may  make  his  way  to 
any  part  of  the  world  by  train  or  road." 


In  this  1  am  afraid  Mrs.  Pennell  is  slightly  in  error, 
because  if  she  set  out  for,  say,  America,  India,  Timbuctoo, 
or  the  North  and  South  Poles,  she  would  find  a  great 
deal  of  swimming  was  necessary  in  order  to  reach  her 
destination.  All  roads  lead  to  Earl's  Court  they  used  to 
tsll  us  in  some  of  the  former  exhibition  days,  but  if  Mrs. 
Pennell  essayed  it  to  go  from  Lucerne  to  Kensington  by 
road,  or  even  wished  to  conliaue  her  journey  and  visit  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  there  would  be  a  small  strip  of  channel 
which  has  neither  road  or  railway  across  it  to  negotiate. 
But  be  thisas  it  may,  she  has  turned  out  a  most  delightful 
work,  the  interest  of  which  has  been  enhanced  by  the 


clever  sketches  from  the  pencil  of  her  husband,  Mr. 
Joseph  Pennell,  with  which  it  is  illustrated. 

On  one  or  two  occasions  I  have  made  the  passage  of  the 
Mont  Cenis  Valley  and  that  of  the  Rhone.  Both  are 
intersected  with  innumerable  delijhtful  little  streams, 
which,  if  they  do  not  hold  trout  and  coarse  fish,  look  as  if 
they  ought  to  do  so.  The  dirk,  sombre  appearance  of  the 
Rhone  Alps  renders  the  valley  a  depressing  sort  of  place, 
but  apart  from  that  the  Rhone  itself  is  a  magnifioant  river 
which  appeals  as  much  to  the  gudgeon  fisher  as  it  does  to 
the  more  affluent  indiyidual  who  cm  wield  a  salmon  rod. 
In  her  present  work  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mrs.  Pennell 
did  not  pay  some  attention  to  the  mountain  and  other 
streams  along  the  route  through  which  she  acts  as  our 
chaperon,  and  so  havo  included  anglers  as  well  as  cyclists 
among  her  circle  of  readers. 


The  2  'haines  Angling  Netvs  for  August  is,  as  usual,  a 
very  bright,  crisp  number.  It  contaias,  among  a  varied 
and  interesting  collection  of  short  articles,  an  account  of 
the  excellent  work  done  in  the  interests  of  Thames  anglers 
by  the  Henley  association.  Izaak  Walton  gives  some  use- 
ful hints  on  keeping  worms,  which,  in  the  event  of  a 
further  spell  of  hot  weather,  will  be  of  greit  practical  use  to 
the  readers  of  the  T.A.N.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  contributes 
"  More  About  Chnbbing,"  while  there  is  also  "  a  special," 
which  is  worth  reading,  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  and  "  How 
to  Work  the  Pike  Bays,"  by  John  Bickerdyke,  taken  from 
the  Field.  To  osa  an  old  theatrical  wheeze,  there  is  not 
too  much  TAN.,  but  just  enough  T.A.N,  to  enable  a 
weather-bound  angler  to  while  away  a  spare  half-hour 
over  a  quiet  pipe. 

In  company  with  Dr.  Browofield  Batemau,  Dr.  Edward 
de  Souzay,  and  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  I  went  to  the 
Frascati  on  Tuesday  last  to  see  the  "  Steen  Brass" 
weighing  OSlb.,  caught  by  Dr.  Bateman  at  East  London 
(S.A.),  and  brought  over  by  him  for  exhibition  and  preser- 
vation by  the  B.S.  A.S.  1  don't  know  exactly  what  fishing 
in  the  sea  is  here,  as  my  experience  is  somewhat  limited  ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  that  we  do  not  know  what  fish  are 
here.  Dr.  Bateman  deserves  the  gold  or  some  other 
medal  at  the  hands  of  the  Society.  Unfortunately,  there 
was  no  meeting  last  Wednesday  at  the  Frarciti,  and  fish 
will  not  keep  this  weather.  I  hope  this  fish  will  ba  pre- 
served, like  the  others,  for  the  benefit  of  the  future  gener- 
ation of  the  B.S.A.S. 


At  the  Grand  Cafe  Restaurant,  Fleet-street,  Mr. 
Cooksley  sent  to  Mr.  Castagni,  the  "  Steem  Brass" 
weighing  681b.  A  "  crowd "  of  Fleet-streeters  were 
"gazing"  on  it.  One  tooth  was  missing  in  this  fish  ;  I 
wanted  that  tooth,  but  missed  it.  Surely  a  gold  medal 
will  be  handed  to  the  doctor  for  his  prowess  by  the 
B.S.A.S. 


Me.  E.  H.  Bramley  forwards  me  a  letter  from  a  friend 
of  his,  a  magistrate  in  the  North-Western  Territory, 
Canada,  who  was,  at  one  time,  a  knockabout  journalist  in 
Fleet-street.  The  letter  refers  to  Mr.  Bramley's  last 
angling  story  (Christmas)  in  the  Fishing  Oazefte,  and 
yields  the  following  txtract :  "  I  find  that,  since  I  left  the 
old  country  you  hive  prominently  identified  yourself  with 
angling.    In  the  old  land  conne C/ion  with  angling  means 

\  lying.'     We  look  for  it,  and  find  it.    But  there 

is  no  such  thing  here.  :  Angling  is  an  ingenous 
affair  —  honest,  simple-hearted,  unaffected.  A  fisher- 
man would  rather  have  a  tooth  drawn  than  he  would 
tell  a  lie.  But  angling  is,  nevertheless,  practiced 
on  a  large  scale,  so  large  that  it  would  scarcely  be 
credited  in  England.  For  instance,  last  week,  a  friend  of 
mine  was  out  on  one  of  the  lakes.  He  caught  what  you 
would  call  a  ''  whopper."  This  line  was  of  seven-stranded 
rope,  and  his  triangle  was  a  meat  hook.  With  great 
difficulty  his  attendant  rowed  the  boat  to  a  small  island, 
my  friend  holding  taut,  until  at  last  he  lashed  the  rope  to 
a  strong  tree,  the  fish  plajing  helplessly  at  the  other  end. 
They  then  rowed  to  the  mainland  some  miles  off,  and  by 
next  day  chartered  a  steam  tug,  which  they  directed  to  the 
place  which  they  had  left  the  day  before,  intending  to 
release  the  struggling  monster  of  the  deep.  Imagine  their 
surprise— no  fish,  no  tree,  no  island.  The  former  had 
scuttled  off  with  the  tree  and  the  island.  Perhaps,  some 
day,  he  may  restore  the  island  to  its  former  position,  to 
show  that  he  entertains  no  ill  will." 

In  last  week's  paper  we  referred  "  W.  H.  C."  to  Mr. 
Dpcott  Gill,  170,  Strand,  W.C.,  but  since  recall  that 
"  Practical  Letters  to  Young  Sea  Fishers,"  by  John 
Bickerdyke,  published  by  Mr.  Horace  Cox,  Windsor 
House,  Breams  Buildings,  E.C,  would  also  be  of  service. 


"  Phwat  do  you  think  of  the  Irish  now  ?  "  He  had 
come  from  Tipparary,  and  was  asked  by  a  Londoner  (in 
Fleet-street)  if  he  had  ever  seen  a  vessel  in  his  life. 
"  Phwell,"  says  he,  "  D'ye  think  I  came  over  in  a  kyar  ?  " 
[This  is  quite  new.J 

 )  •  « <  1  

Mr.  W.  J.  TooLEY,  of  Great  Yarmouth,  while  fishing 
in  the  Thurne  on  Bank  Holiday,  captured  a  really 
beautiful  trout  of  731b.  It  was  weighed  several  houra 
after  capture  at  the  Bridge  Hotel,  Potter  Heigham. 
Trout  are  seldom  caught  in  the  Norfolk  tidal  waters,  and 
Mr.  Tooley  is  to  be  congratulated  on  his  capture. 

One  of  the  clubs  of  which  I  am  proud  to  belong — the 
Greenwich— announce  that  on  Wednesday  next,  Aug.  15, 
they  will  hold  their  annual  outing  to  Wateringbury. 


Train  leaves  London  Bridge  at  7.13  a  m.  The  prize  list 
for  the  season  is  before  me,  and  is  really  a  splendid  one. 
The  Greenwich  standard  is  a  very  high  one,  and,  what  is, 
to  me,  most  gratifying,  there  are  no  gross  weight  prizes. 

 >  ♦  *  ♦  <  

Mr.  Petcu,  of  Saffron  Walden,  hon.  sec.  of  the  heal 
angling  society,  recently  had  a  grand  catch  from  their  new 
water.  Twenty-six  roach  weighing  201b  ,  the  largest  ♦ish 
lib.  14 Dz.  Verily  the  Cam  holds  some  good  fish,  and  Mr. 
Petch  ktows  how  to  capture  them, 

Mk.  Freeman,  hon.  sac.  of  the  Junior  Piscatorial 
Society,  asks  for  an  explanation  as  to  the  non-appearance 
of  his  club  report,  which  he  posted  at  East  Farleiah  on 
July  29.  All  I  can  say  is  that  it  never  reached  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  or  it  would  have  been  inserted.  It  may 
possibly  arrive  later  !  According  to  the  Daihi  Mail,  an 
important  letter  was  posted  on  July  28  at  Guildford,  and 
arrived  quite  safely  in  London  on  Aug.  3.  It  would 
greatly  facilitate  business  if  secretaries  would  post  early, 
as  no  matter  can  be  inserted  which  arrives  after  six  on 
Thursday  evening. 

 >**-<  

Anglino  and  snake  stories  have  a  reputation,  well 
deserved  perhaps,  but  still  a  reputation.  They,  however, 
appear  to  be  in  danger  of  being  robbed  of  some  of  their 
brilliance  and  glory  by  those  relating  to  birds,  the  latest 
of  which,  on  a  gentle  dove,  goes  a  very  long  way  towards 
taking  the  "  buttered  bun  "  and  other  pleasing  confections 
of  that  kind.  It  runs  thus,  and  was  not  related  by  George 
Washington,  senior  or  junior,  but  by  one  of  those  scribes 
who  retails  his  literary  wares  at  Id.  the  line  and  laughs 
when  he  finds  the  too  confiding  sub-editor  has  accepted 
them.  A  pigeon,  of  the  sort  they  make  pies  of,  lost  its 
fear  of  man,  and  made  its  way  to  the  bedroom  of  a 
boarding-house,  where,  on  the  top  of  a  wardrobe,  it  built 
a  nest  and  started  laying  eggs  at  the  rate  of  two  a  day. 


I  don'  I'  know  how  long  it  kept  up  this  abnormal  perform' 
anca,  but  the  canny  boarder  who  occupied  that  bedroom 
regardless  of  the  new  race  of  the  acrobatic  insects  which 
affect  pigeons,  kept  the  windjw  open,  and  encouraged  the 
pigeon  in  its  endeavours  at  dishonesty.  This,  perhaps,  was 
wisdom,  because  at  seaside  places  in  this  season  of  the 
year  eggs  is  eggs.  I  have  had  some  at  different  times, 
which  included  the  new  laid,  fresh,  household,  warranted 
good,  guaranteed  fine,  best  French,  and  Election.  The 
latter  are  not  nice,  but,  personally,  I  prefer  home-laid 
pigeon  eggs  to  all  and  each  of  them. 

One  of  the  biggest  matches  of  the  season  was  the 
monster  £100  sweepstakes  recently  fished  on  the  Whitham 
at  Kirkstead,  between  Lincoln  and  Boston.  "The  first  prize 
was  £21  in  cish,  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Webster,  of 
Mosborough,  with  6Ib.  12oz.  of  fish.  No  less  than  234 
competitors,  who  cime  from  Leeds,  Newark,  Lincoln, 
Wigan,  Mexborough,  Swindon,  Ecclegtield,  and  other  places 
entered.  These  were  charged  an  entrance  fee  of  63.  Fish- 
ing lasted  three  hours,  but  unfortunately  the  weather  was 
anything  but  pleasant,  heivy  rain  falling  almost  incessantly 
from  start  to  finish,  and  rendered  the  riverside  anything 
but  a  comfortable  place.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  C.  W. 
Lockwood,  the  enterprising  organiser  of  the  meeting,  will 
be  out  of  pocket,  owing  to  there  being  a  considerable  falling 
off  in  the  usual  number  of  competitors. 


The  Boyal  Aquarium  holiday  programme  his  met  with 
conspicuous  success.  On  Monday  a  record  crowd  assembled, 
the  resources  of  the  vast  establishment  being  severely 
taxed,  and  throughout  the  week  the  attendance  has  been 
exceptional.  The  whole  of  the  entertainments,  which 
number  seventy-one  performances,  are  to  be  repeated  daily 
next  week.  They  are  of  extreme  variety,  and  include  all 
kinds  of  amusing,  interesting  and  pleasing  features. 
 >»»■»<  


"A  FEW  years  ago  I  killed  a  loch  trout,  3ilb.  weight, 
and  when  landed  he  bad  got  all  three  flies  fast  in  his 
mouth.  The  only  way  I  could  account  for  this  being  so 
was  that  he  took  the  bob  fly,  the  gut  of  which  broke  as  he 
played  ;  but  the  cist  being  in  the  fish's  mouth,  it  slipped 
until  the  dropper  caught ;  it  also  broke,  and  the  cast 
again  slipped  along  until  the  tail  fly  caught.  I  was  fishing 
with  very  fine  gut,  and  baing  on  the  shore,  was  unable  to 
follow  the  fish  in  his  rushes.  I  may  just  state  that  there 
was  plenty  of  room  in  his  mouth  tor  the  contents  of  a 
whole  fly-hook.  The  next  fish  I  got  weighed  4Jlb.,  but  he 
was  contented  with  one  fly." 

 >  ♦  ♦  »  <  

"Dear  'Drag.,'— I  saw  you  at  Southend  on  Aug.  5 
and  Aug.  6.  It  rained.  I  noted  your  notes,  re  '  Where 
to  spend  a  holiday.'  I  elected  Southend.  Took  my  best 
girl  with  me.  Called  on  a  fiend  (I  mean  friend),  who  was 
'  full  up.'  Right !  We  will  go  further  afield.  We  did. 
'Yes;  we  can  "fix  you."  '  Went  to  the  '  Pavilion.'— A.  1." 
Went  "  home,"  sweet  home,  but  found  some  other  fellow 
had  booked  our  rooms  !  No  matter,  we  will  go  to  "  'The 
Queen's  Hotel."  We  did.  Not  a  chance  of  sleeping  on 
the  stairs  (as  I  have  done  years  andfjears  ago  at  Dublin). 
Well,  we  met  two  very  tired  servants  of  the  G.B.R. 
Time,  10.30  p.m.   All  gone  to  bed  ! 

"Gentlemen,  can  you  tell  me  where  I  can  get  a 
lodging  for  to-night  for  myself  and  wife  ?  "  "  Yes  ;  come 
with  me,  and  I  will  do  my  best  for  you."  We  went ; 
and  got  away  from  dear,  darling  Southend  as  soon  as 
possible  on  Monday.  There  were  just  twenty-five  wet 
and  miserable  beings  in  one  carriage,  and  we  landed  in  old 
England  at  4.30.  "  Dragnet^ 
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II.— FAIR  COUNTY  CORK. 
To  quit  his  bed  at  five  in  the  morning,  perform 
a  hasty  toilet  and  ablutions,  race  to  the  station  on 
an  outside  car,  gobble  a  plate  of  eggs  and  bacon, 
and  swallow  a  scalding  cup  of  tea ;  all  these 
appalling  operations,  though  better  befitting  a 
lunatic  or  an  anchorite  than  a  man  in  full  posses- 
sion of  his  seven  senses,  are  yet  permissible  for 
the  latter  to  perform  when  their  object  is  to  seat 
faim  m  the  early  mail  en  route  for  a  week's  holiday 
-Behold,  then,  my  host  H.  and  myself  occupying 
on  a  lovely  August  morning,  two  corners  in  a 
smoking  compartment  and  filling  the  same  with 
fragrant  cigar  fumes,  as  the  train,  leaving  Dublin 
with  its  smells  and  noises  far  behind,  flies  past 
green  fields  and  flowery  hedgerows  looking  their 
very  best  m  the  morning  sun.    Certainly  early 
rising  has  its  compensations.    Everything  seems 
fresh  and  charming.    How  virtuous  one  feels- 
how  one  pities  the  poor  laggard  who  has  the 
ordeal  of  dressing  still  before  him ;  and  if  by  good 
luck  one  18  bent  on  a  hoUday,  one  almost  vows 
never  to  lie  a-bed  more. 

We  pass  Kildare  with  its  grey  cathedral  and 
venerable  round  tower,  we  rattle  over  Tipperary 
bogs,  skirt  the  grand  mass  of  the  Galty  Moun- 
tarns,  cross  the  famous  Blackwater  at  Mallow 
lown,  ajid  finally  arrive  about  half -past  ten  at 
Oorlr.    A  drive  across  the  picturesque  city,  and 
ha,lt  an  hour  s  trip  down  an  odd  little  railway 
bnng  us  to  Passage,  where  we  board  the  green 
boat  which  carries  us  merrily  over  Queenstown 
Harbour,  whose  beauties  are  now  for  the  first  time 
revealed  to  me.    A  pretty  voyage,  indeed-a 
voyage  worth  the  taking.    We  touch  here  and 
there  to  set  down  passengers,  pass  through  a 
flotilla  of  yachts  and  under  the  stern  of  a  great 
^^li  ''^^"^  ^  glimpse,  but  no  more,  of  the 
mighty  Atlantic,  and  finally  get  ashore  at  a  quaint 
old  landing  stage,  whence  a  few  minutes'  drive 
brings  us  to  our  destination. 

This  was  not  to  be  a  busy  fishing  holiday,  but 
one  of  the  lazy  sort;  a  sort  which  somehow 
seldom  comes  my  way  in  these  troublous  times 
so  you  may  be  sure  I  made  the  most  of  it  To 
swing  in  a  hammock  reading  a  novel,  to  take  a 
stroll  in  a  shady  wood,  or  walk  round  the  garden 
or  visit  the  peach-house,  or  spend  half  an  hour  in 
the  raspberry  beds,  such  are  the  amusements  for 
an  idJe  holiday,  and  very  pleasant,  restful, 
refreshmg  they  are.  Then  in  the  cool  of  the 
evemng  we  would  sally  forth  armed  with  a  rook 
nfle  and  stalk  rabbits,  or  wait  for  a  shot  at  a 
duck  at  flight,  or— and  now  at  last  I  wiU  come  to 
the  point— try  for  a  trout  in  the  little  lake. 

0.5^^1^®       ^  ;  tree-bound,  weedy, 

and  shaUow  indeed,  but  it  held  trout.    Once  it 

hfl^^r  t^^."^  °\  harbour;  sea  waves  at 
nign  tide  had  lapped  its  shores;  whilst  the  ebb 
lett  It  a  mere  expanse  of  mud  with  a  silver 
streamlet  trickling  through  it.  Then  some  good 
gemus  prompted  a  former  proprietor  to  build 
a  road  across  the  narrow  inlet ;  so  the  arm  became 
m  time  a  freshwater  lake,  connected  with  the  sea 
by  a  couple  of  slmces,  and  when  these  are  raised 
at  high  tide  a  goodly  number  of  white  trout  are 
wont  to  run  up.    There  are  brown  trout,  too,  but 

?!,  1  T  °''™®'  "^^^^^  ^'■o™  tlie        burn  that 
leeds  the  lake,  none  can  tell 

fis&n.*S'f>,*'1^^V'''®"^"^^'  weather 
nshing  in  the  day  time  was  utterly  hopeless,  nor 
were  our  evemng  efPorts  more  successful.  There 
was  not  a  breath  to  rufile  the  surface,  and  even 
mw«  }^        had  sunk  the  fish  seemed  so  over- 

beneath  the  weeds.  We  were  not  long  in  coming 
^fl  t  °°?«lu8ion  that  unless  we  were  to  go  homi 
Sh  ^|;^<^^.\°«t^i^?<J  .^e  should  have  to  dispense 
Wbl«  ^  prejudices  and  descend  to  the 
humble  worm  We  tried  this  accordingly;  but 
though  we  did  secure  a  few  fish,  it  was  no  the 
riatllfrf''^  thing  which  was  to  provide  us  with 
?ese^l!S  /r^  evening's  sport.    That  honour  was 


Ml  commend  me  to  a  wasp  grub ! 

It  will  take  him  as  surely  as  an  oyster  will  an 
alderman.  He  may  make  a  favour  of  it,  merely 
take  it  to  oblige,  even  refuse  it  for  a  while- 
but  only  dangle  it  in  front  of  his  nose  long 
enough,  and  he  worft  fail  to  have  it.  There 
was  a  nice,  clear  space  among  the  weeds  where 
we  anchored  the  canoe,  and,  throwing  in  a 
handful  of  grubs  as  ground-bait,  mounted  undrawn 
casts,  no  stouter  ones  being  permissible  in  the  then 
condition  of  the  water.  It  was  not  more  than 
i  °J     n  ^®         only  slips  of 

cork  tor  floats,  a  single  shot  was  sufficient  to 
sink  the  baits,  which  looked  so  attractive  that 
we  felt  confident  from  the  first  that  no  trout 
would   be  able  to  refuse  them.    And  so  it 
proved     No  sooner  had  the  water  had  time  to 
settle  down  from  the  disturbance  of  our  arrival 
than  my  friend  got  a  Alb.  fish,  a  merry  fellow, 
who  turned  half  a  dozen  somersaults  before  he 
would  own  himself  beaten,  and  looked  a  picture 
ot  silvery  symmetry  when  we  laid  him  in  the 
stem.  I  opened  with  a  fib.  brownie,  and  followed 
him  up  with  a  6oz.  white  boy.    Then  came  a 
dull  period,  half-an-hour  without  a  bite.  Probably 
our  three  contests  had  disturbed  the  water;  but 
we  knew  we  were  fishing  a  capital  place,  and 
determined  not  to  budge.    The  result  justified 
our  decision.    Suddenly  H.'s  float  disappeared 
Me    struck,   and  simultaneously  there  was  a 
tremendous  commotion  on  the  surface.    A  great 
fash  lay  splashing  and  kicking  there  for  two  or 
three  seconds  ;  then  the  scream  of  the  reel  and  a 
wheal  m  the  water  told  that  he  was  making  a  rush 
for  the  weeds.    "  I  daren't  let  him  go  !  "  said  H 
and  tried  to  check  him ;  but  the  drawn  gut  was 
unequal  to  the  strain,  and  away  he  went,  leaving 
us  to  repair  damages  and  seek  such  consolation  as 
a  cigarette  afforded. 

Pish  of  about  ilb.  average  were  now  the  rule 
tor  some  time,  though  H.  secured  one  of  pretty 
near  a  lb.  which  played  uncommonly  weU.  Then 
came  another  slack  time;  everything  except  the 
midges  seemed  to  be  off  the  feed;  they  were 
biting  voraciously.    Next  I  captured  a  pounder, 
which  was  not,  however,  in  such  good  condition 
as  the  smaller  fish.    The  moments  of  daylight 
were  passing  away ;  it  would  soon  be  time  to 
move  off    fetill  we  lingered  a  Httle  in  hopes  that 
M.  might  yet  get  on  terms  with  a  big  fellow.  He 
had  mounted  a  stronger  cast  as  the  shadows  fell 
and  when  at  length  his  float  was  taken  under 
again,  and  another  strong  fish  made  straight  for 
the  weeds,  there  were  reasonable  grounds  for 
hoping  that  he  would  be  stopped-and  stopped 
he  was.    But  this  fish,  too,  seemed  to  be  possessed 
with  demons.   He  executed  the  most  masterly 
manoeuvre  of  piscine  tactics ;  for  he  doubled 
straight  ba«k,  came  slap  at  the  boat,  and  before 
Jl.  could  get  any  strain  upon  him  was  sawing  the 
line  against  the  keel.   A  stroke  or  two  from  his 
powerful  tail  proved  sufficient  to  snap  the  worn 
cast,  and  this  second  victor  departed  to  join  his 
fortunate  brother. 

H.  has  had  his  revenge  since  then  ;  but  for  the 
remainder  of  my  stay  we  had  other  occupations 
so  I  returned  to  Dublin  without  assisting  at  it  • 
but  taking  with  me  a  grateful  sense  of  warm 
hospitality,  the  recoUection  of  a  very  happy 

^ub'ara'baY^°'°""'  ^'"'^^^^^'^ 


and  --  pull  oit  the  wings  of  a  wasp 

^ek  T  I  ^^'""^  ^^^^  made  me  cry  for  a 
Sni   #  accustomed  to  regard  the 

eastence  of  that  insect  as  an  unmitigated  evil. 

works  it''^«*^'f  ^^^"^  ^«  ^^t^'-e's 

works.  It  has  its  use.    For  a  certain  lure  for  a 


March  with  its  cutting  north  winds,  and  cold 
violent  storms,  is  scarcely  the  month  which  one 
would  select  to  go  trout  fishing  if  one  had  the 
choice,  but  some  of  us,  like   Hobson,  have  no 
alternative,  and  are  bound  to  take  our  holiday 
when  we  can  get  it.    So  it  was  that  one  very 
bleak  March  H.  and  I  found  ourselves  installed  at 
Miss  Kirby's  homely  little  hostelry  at  Conna,  a 
guiet  village  on  the  North  Bride,  a  stream  which 
joins  the  Blackwater  a  few  mUes  further  east 
I^et  me  hasten  to  say  that  Miss  Kirby  made  us 
very  comfortable,  that  the  rooms  were  clean,  and 
the  charges  reasonable.  The  fishing  was  free,  and 
1  don  t  think  my  total  expenses  were  more  than 
h6  a  week. 

The  Bride  is  a  charming  river,  but,  like  so 
many  other  Irish  streams,  suffers  sadly  from 
want  of  preservation,  and,  I  fear,  from  poaching, 
too.  If  only  a  httle  care  were  taken  of  it,  what  a 
river  It  would  be!  Except  at  a  few  unusuaUy 
broad  places,  it  can  be  covered  perfectly  without 
the  necessity  of  wading.  Yet  there  are  a  series  of 


nice  salmon  pools,  and  even  in  these  degenerate 
days  an  occasional  salmon  is  killed  there  The 
trout  are  silvery,  and  very  handsome  fish  I 
believe  white  trout  run  up  in  the  autumn,'  but 
there  were  none  so  early  as  March.  The  three 
n^A  ^'^^bicli  ye  found  most  effective  were  the 
golden  Wren  and  two  local  patterns  of  the  March 
Brown,  the  Grey  and  Brown  Coghlan.  They  may 
Cork  ^^J'"^^'  °f  Patrick-street, 

We  had  some  good,  and  a  deal  of  bad  luck 
and  were  much  troubled  by  cold  winds  and  floods  ■ 
but  one  morning  in  particular  shines  bright  in 
my  memory,  and  of  that  I  must  give  some  account. 

it  was  the  last  day  of  our  visit.  H.,  who  was 
going  south  had  to  leave  by  an  early  train.  I 
remained  till  the  afternoon,  and  was  rewarded  by 
some  very  good  fun.  The  water  had  been  pea- 
soup  colour  on  the  previous  day,  and  the  local 
anglers  had  pulled  out  trout  by  dozens  with  a 
worm.  It  had  now  cleared,  but  was  still  high 
ihere  was  a  strong  west  wind  blowing  down- 
stream, with  sunshine  and  occasional  showers  A 
gossoon  who  had  attended  H.  now  attached  him- 
self to  me  though  not  without  some  hesitation, 
tor  I  usually  offended  his  sense  of  propriety  by 
fashing  up-stream,  a  fact  which,  according  to  his 
aghts,  stamped  me  at  once  as  an  inefficient  duffer 
However,  it  was  useless  to  think  of  fishing  against 
so  strong  a  wind  as  was  blowing  on  this  occasion ; 

therefore  cast  down-stream,  which  mollified  Pat 
who,  though  a  stickler  for  orthodoxy,  was  not  at 
all  a  bad  lad,  and  could  land  a  fish  with  the  best 
A  ravenous  salmon  parr  seized  the  tail  fly  at 
once,  but  this,  of  course,  proved  nothing,  for  pan- 
seem  always  on  the  feed.    Very  soon?  however 
we  got  a  trout,  and  by  the  end  of  the  first  half 
hour  had  two  or  three  herring-sized  fish  The 
wind  was  steadily  rising,  and  casting  began  to  get 
difficult;  still  the  fish  were  well  on  the  feid 
though  the  water  was  so  ruffled  that  it  was  hard 
to  spot  a  rise.    Presently,  a  good  trout  lying  just 
at  the  head  of  a  sharp  seized  the  dropper,  and 
plunging  at  once  into  the  strong  water  gave  con- 
siderable trouble.    I  followed  him  down,  graduaUy 
getting  opposite  to  him,  and  at  length  drew  him 
into  a  side  eddy,  where  Pat  got  the  net  neatly 

^-T^^  *°       ^         lb.  trout, 
and  March  though  it  was,  m  capital  condition 

ihe  wind  had  now  risen  so  much  that  I  found 
It  practicaUy  impossible  to  keep  my  flies  on  the 
water,  and  was  forced  to  substitute  a  small  Devon 
minnow  for  them.    Either  the  fish  were  not 
feeding  so  well,  or  the  Devon  was  not  altogether 
to  their  liking,  for  it  was  some  time  before  I  got 
a  run ;  indeed,  there  was  but  half  an  hour  remain- 
ing when  a  sprightly  i-pounder  took  it.  Another 
followed  him  very  shortly,  and  there  seemed 
every  promise  of  good  sport,  which,  considering 
so  little  time  remained,  was  rather  tantalisin^r 
and  became  most  provoking  when,  in  the  last  five 
minutes,  I  hooked  and  lost  a  splendid  fish,  which 
nothing  shall   ever  persuade   me  was  not  a 
^-pounder    Alas  !  there  was  no  help  for  it,  and  I 
had  to  endure  the  hardest  trial  which  comes  to  an 
teed  leaving  good  fish  while  well  on  the 

-  \^should  very  much  like  to  visit  the  Bride  again 
in  May  or  June,  and  see  whether  a  dry  fly  would 
not  move  the  hearts  and  excite  the  appetites  of 
some  of  Its  obstinate  patriarchs.  Who  knows  ? 
-f  erfaaps  I  may  some  day  get  the  chance. 

,  Mark  Bench. 

(10  he  continued.) 

FRUIT  FISHING  FOR  CHUB. 

Next   to    the   crayfish    tail,    cherries  are 
unquestionably  one  of  the  most  killing  baits  that 
can  be  used  for  chub  during  the  summer  months 
Unfortunately    a    mysterious  epidemic,  which" 
appears  to  be  somewhat,  if  not  precisely,  similar 
to  that  which  a  few  years  ago  played  such  wide- 
spread havoc  among  the  perch  in  this  country 
has  since  ravaged  the  streams  in  which  crayfish 
were  formeriy  abundant,  and,  except  in  isolated 
stretches,  principally  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
tributaries,  has  caused  the  almost  total  disap- 
pearance   of    this  toothsome  Httle  freshwater 
crustacean.    Whether,  like  the  perch,  it  will  again 
show  in  any  strength  remains  to  be  seen,  but  so 
far  the  efforts  which  have  been  made  to  renew 
the  stock  have  not  met  with  any  marked  success 
and  it  18  therefore  almost  safe  to  predict  that  the 
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crayfish  will  be  for  the  future  one  of  the  rarer 
inhabitants  of  our  inland  waters. 

Perhaps,  however,  the  epidemic  to  which  I 
refer  may  have  been  something  of  a  blessing  in 
disguise.  The  fascination  of  the  crayfish  tail  was 
of  such  an  irresistible  character  that,  had  it  been 
generally  used  all  over  the  country,  instead  of  by 
a  comparatively  limited  number  of  anglers,  chub 
fishing  would  speedily  have  become  a  played  out 
branch  of  angling.  In  one  respect  I  am  afraid 
the  crayfish  tail  had  a  tendency  to  make  its 
votaries  slightly  blase;  but  this,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  beneficial  than  otherwise  to  the  streams 
they  were  in  the  habit  of  fishing.  Sport  was  so 
exceedingly  good  that  after  a  few  days  of 
heavy  catches,  and  perhaps  long  walks  back 
to  the  railway  station  at  the  end  of  a  day, 
the  innate  indolence  of  humanity  commenced 
to  assert  itself,  and  prompted  the  angler,  for 
the  sake  of  the  comfort  of  his  shoulders,  to 
I'etaia  only  the  best  fish,  so  that  the  smaller 
specimens — little  brutes  ranging  from  lAlb.  to 
21b.  in  weight — were  returned  to  their  native 
element,  and  given  another  chance  to  grow 
bigger.  The  Oxfordshire  streams,  on  which  I 
gained  my  first  lessons  in  angling,  were  some 
twenty  years  ago  noted  both  for  chub  and  cray- 
fish, and  would,  I  should  say,  have  held  their  own 
in  either  respect  with  any  others  in  the  kingdom. 
If  I  endeavoured  to  give  only  a  faint  idea  of  the 
number  of  fish  which  were  killed  in  the  course  of 
the  last  three  seasons  by  some  fom-  or  five  of  us 
with  the  crayfish  tail,  I  am  afraid  that  I  should 
be  in  danger  of  being  accused  of  being  a  victim 
to  the  distressing  malady  which  caused  the  sudden 
demise  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ananias.  They 
were,  indeed,  red-lettered  years,  the  like  of  which 
I  do  not  suppose  that  little  coterie  of  keen  anglers 
and  good  colleagues  will  ever  see  again.  Then, 
just  in  the  very  Oxfoi'dshire  summer  that  I  left  to 
take  up  my  residence  in  London,  the  epidemic 
broke  out,  and  we  found  that  we  had  lost  the  best 
bait  that  ever  tempted  a  chub  to  destruction. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  a  matter  for 
congratidation  that  the  cherry  orchards  provide 
us  with  a  very  admii-able  substitute,  which,  in  the 
all  too  short  season  of  their  fruiting,  will  yield 
magnificent  sport.  The  cherry  is,  however,  what 
I  should,  for  lack  of  a  better  and  more  compre- 
hensive term,  call  a  rather  fluctuating  and 
uncertain  bait.  For  instance,  in  a  wet  summer, 
with  the  rivers  bank  high,  or  even  in  moderately 
full  volume,  it  appears  to  lose  much  of  its 
usual  attractiveness.  Why  this  should  be  I  have 
not  the  slightest  idea,  but,  judging  by  analogy, 
I  expect  that  the  extra  head  of  water  brings  along 
with  it  such  an  abundance  of  natural  food  that 
the  chub  are  thoroughly  satiated,  and,  con- 
sequently, disinclined  to  feed  on  anything  in  the 
shape  of  a  bait,  except  at  intermittent  and 
uncei-tain  intervals.  Here  came  in  the  great 
advantage  of  the  crayfish  tail,  because,  so  long  as 
the  water  was  fairly  clear,  one  could  always  make 
certain  of  picking  up  at  least  two  or  three  brace 
of  takeable  fish.  On  the  other  hand,  given  a 
spell  of  hot  dry  weather,  with  the  rivers  down  to 
their  normal  summer  level,  and  of  that — so  far 
as  other  branches  of  angling  are  concerned — 
distressing  brightness  which  our  Nottingham 
friends  call  "  gin-fine,"  the  cherry  immediately 
constitutes  itself  a  wonderfully  effective  bait, 
which  will  make  its  mark  when  paste,  worms, 
gentles,  wasp  grubs,  and  everything  else  fails  to 
appeal  to  the  gastronomic  tastes  of  Master 
Chavender. 

On  the  exact  colour  and  kind  of  cherry  that 
should  be  used  there  are  many  and  conflicting 
opinions.  This,  however,  is  only  to  be  expected 
in  a  peaceful  and  contemplative  occupation  such 
as  angling,  in  which  the  man  who  affects  hair 
considers  the  users  of  gut  a  collection  of  hopeless 
lunatics,  while  in  other  directions  every  individual 
angler  displays  an  infallibility  of  dogma  which 
must  make  the  wearer  of  the  Papal  tiara,  who 
also,  I  believe,  holds  some  ideas  on  infallibility, 
feel  sorry  that  he  is  merely  the  lineal  descendant 
of,  instead  of  being  an  actual  fisherman.  Some 
anglers  swear  by  whitehearts,  and  will  use  nothing 
else,  being  perfectly  assured  that  their  doing  so 
would  only  entail  a  waste  of  time  and  trouble 
that  might  be  better  expended  in  another  direc- 
tion. Others,  again,  pin  their  faith  on  the  bright 
red  sorts,  while  others  will  have  naught  but  the  big 
luscious-looking  black  bigaroons — at  least,  I  think 
that  is  their  name,  but  as  I  am  not  horticulturist 


I  am  not  prepared  to  extend  the  usual  fee  in 
making  an  affidavit  on  it.  Personally  I  am  not 
at  all  an  orthodox  individual.  I  have  a  very 
happy  habit  of  thinking  for  myself,  and  speaking 
from  my  own  personal  experience.  There  is  not 
much  to  choose  between  any  of  them,  for  I  have 
enjoyed  first-rate  sport  with  each  of  the  sorts  I 
have  mentioned,  and  when  these  have  been 
unprocurable  I  have  done  equally  well  with  late 
morellas.  So  long  as  they  are  cherries  of  a  decent 
plumpness  the  name  they  bear  is  to  me  a  matter 
of  perfect  indifference.  In  fact,  touching  on  late 
cherries,  and  I  make  the  confession  with  that 
chastened  sorrow  with  which  we  all  look  back  on 
the  sins  of  our  early  youth,  I  call  to  memory  one 
occasion  when,  with  some  other  graceless  wights, 
I  assisted  to  raid  a  man's  kitchen  garden,  stripped 
one  of  his  morella  cherry  trees,  and  added  insult 
to  injury  by  using  our  spoils  as  bait  in  his  private 
water,  where  we  caught  a  heap  of  chub,  and 
returned  home  without  meeting  with  the  just 
reward  of  our  peccadilloes. 

In  baiting  with  cherries  the  lightest  tackle  is 
an  absolute  necessity.  The  line,  on  account  of 
the  clearness  of  the  water,  should  be  of  either  the 
finest  twisted  silk,  or,  better  still,  of  the  smallest 
ilait  that  can  be  procured  for  love  or  money. 
Through  the  summer  the  lines  of  medium  sub- 
stance, which  are  affected  by  many  anglers  who 
go  out  after  chub,  are  a  great  mistake,  and  should 
not  be  used  until  winter,  when  a  touch  of  cold  and 
short  commons  have  robbed  the  chub  of  much  of 
their  habitual  shyness.  If  the  length  being 
tried  is  at  all  open  and  free  from  weeds  a  drawn 
gut  bottom  is  preferable  to  one  of  natural  gut, 
while  the  float  should  be  of  tapered  cork  or  wood, 
just  buoyant  enough  to  carry  the  weight  of  a 
cherry  in  addition  to  the  three  or  four  shots 
required  to  balance  it,  and,  above  all,  the  rod 
should  be  fairly  pliant  with  upright  rings  to 
permit  the  line  playing  out  freely.  The  latter  is 
one  of  the  great  secrets  of  success  in  summer 
chubbing,  because  nothing  will  scare  a  chub  more 
quickly  than  the  constant  jerks  which  have  to  be 
given  in  paying  out  a  badly  running  line.  In 
regard  to  the  hook,  a  small  triangle  is  far  superior 
to  the  ordinary  single  form.  To  bait  it  the  cherry 
should  be  opened,  and,  the  stone  having  been 
extracted,  it  should  be  fitted  on  to  the  gut  just 
above  the  triangle  by  the  incision,  and  then 
pressed  down  well  over  the  barbs  to  hold  it  in 
position.  Then,  having  carefully  surveyed  the 
swim,  half  a  dozen  cherries  should  be  thrown  in 
as  a  free  bonne  bouche,  to  be  followed  by  the  one 
on  the  triangle. 

With  such  an  omniverous  and  ravenous  feeder 
as  the  chub  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a  mistake, 
albeit  a  pardonable  one,  on  the  part  of  anglers  to 
restrict  their  list  of  summer  baits  to  one  particular 
fruit.  My  ideas  on  this  subject  were  very  much 
extended  one  day  while  taking  part  in  a  roving 
competition  with  a  provincial  angling  club.  In 
the  course  of  my  wanderings  I  lighted  on  a  delight- 
fully tempting  looking  swim  at  the  tail  of  a  mill. 
Presently  I  noticed  a  quantity  of  vegetable 
marrow  seeds,  which  had  been  thrown  in  by  the 
miller's  wife,  floating  along  the  race.  Ten 
minutes  afterwards  I  was  busy  with  a  nice  chub 
which  went  nearly  31b.,  and  which  had  its  mouth 
crammed  with  portions  of  the  marrow  seeds. 

"  Peter,"  I  said  to  the  miller,  who  was  one  of  my 
particular  friends,  "  any  spare  marrows  in  the 
garden  ?  " 

"  Go  and  take  what  you  want,"  said  the  miller. 

"  Gooseberries  likewise  P  "  I  asked. 

"  Help  yourself,  my  boy,"  was  the  reply.  "  Got 
another  of  your  artful  games  on  ?  " 

Telling  him  to  wait  and  see,  I  went  to  the 
garden  and  supplied  my  wants,  and  returned  to 
my  swim.  It  was  a  steaming  hot  day,  and  as  I 
wandered  along  trying  fresh  places,  I  found  that 
the  majority  of  the  competitors  had  met  with  very 
indifferent  sport.  I  had  no  cause  to  grumble. 
The  chub  bit  freely  at  the  strips  of  marrow  seed 
and  at  the  gooseberries,  and  when  weighing-in 
time  arrived  my  bag  of  some  ten  or  eleven 
presentable  fish  brought  me  in  an  easy  first,  much 
to  the  surprise  of  the  others,  who  could  not 
imagine  how  the  oracle  had  been  worked,  and,  of 
course,  as  may  be  naturally  expected,  I  did  not  go 
out  of  my  way  to  enlighten  them. 

Since  then  I  have  found  that  fruit  can  be 
advantageously  utilised  for  chub  fishing,  and 
as  I  have  before  said,  will,  when  the  water  is 
low,  attract  them  when  other    baits  fail  to 


do  so,  or  only  give  occasional  results  in  the 
shape  of  a  stray  fish.  In  regard  to  this 
the  French  anglers  can  certainly  give  us  a 
beating  with  points  to  spare.  When  the  cherry 
harvest  is  over — and,  to  digress  a  moment, 
it  is  interesting  to  note  they  prefer  those  grown 
in  England  to  the  smaller  and  less  fleshy  pro- 
ductions of  their  own  soil — they  avail  themselves 
of  gooseberries,  slips  of  banana,  and  even  grapes. 
One  friend  of  mine,  an  Englishman,  exiled  to  the 
lovely  surroundings  of  the  French  Riviera  on 
account  of  the  exigencies  of  a  large  and  flourish- 
ing business  (like  Leech's  cabby,  I  think  most  of 
us  could  do  very  well  with  "  arf  'is  complaint "), 
tells  me  that  he  enjoys  splendid  sport  with  fruit 
in  the  Ver,  a  fine-looking  stream  close  to  the  Nice 
racecourse,  and  also  at  Vesubie,  where  the 
natives  do  not  seem  to  be  such  inveterate  fish 
poachers  as  the  average  run  of  paysans.  From 
what  I  have  seen  of  his  performances  among  the 
grey  mullet  and  other  sea  fish  at  Villef  ranche  and 
Beaulieu,  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  anything  he 
may  say  as  to  his  prowess  in  the  rivers  of  that 
delightful  country,  more  especially  as  my  own 
experience  with  fruit  for  a  bait  convinces  me  that 
we  might  in  this  respect  sink  our  insular 
prejudices,  and  take  a  leaf  from  the  angling  book 
of  our  neighbours  across  the  Channel. 

A  Veteran. 


WELLINGTON  ACCLIMATISATION 
SOCIETY. 
(Extraots  from  the  fifteenth  annual  report.) 
In  bringing  up  their  fifteenth  annnal  report,  the  council 
of  the  Wellington  Acclimatisation  Sooiety  oongratulate 
members  on  the  satisfactory  work  done  daring  the  past 
year. 

ViEGINlAN  QnAIL. 

The  society  determined  to  follow  up  its  initial  efforts  in 
the  matter  of  the  introduction  of  Virginian  quail,  and 
approached  the  kindred  societies  in  Otago,  Southland, 
Canterbury,  Blenheim,  Wanganui,  New  Plymouth,  Strat- 
ford, Auckland,  and  Napier,  and  arrangements  were  made 
to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  secaring  further  consign- 
ments. The  sum  subscribed  amounted  to  £260,  and 
the  Government  subsidised  this  amount  pound  for 
pound.  Orders  for  Virginian  quail,  wood  duck,  prairie 
chickens,  and  ruffed  grouse  were  placed  with  Mr. 
C.  Payne,  Wichita,  Kansas,  and  the  first  consignment 
arrived  in  December.  The  utmost  care  was  taken  to 
provide  proper  pens,  food,  &c.,  and  a  man  was  told  ofi  and 
instructed  specially  to  attend  to  the  birds  on  the  voyage, 
but  bad  weather  was  met  with  shortly  after  leaving  San 
Francisco,  causing  the  loss  of  a  large  number  of  birds. 
This  was  followed  by  a  period  of  exceptional  heat  in  the 
tropics,  which  caused  an  outbreak  of  dysentery,  and  con- 
sequent heavy  mortality.  The  number  of  birds  actually 
landed  was  430,  but  the  death  rate  continued  very  heavy, 
and  but  few  birds  were  turned  out.  The  second  and  third 
shipments  were  more  successful,  and  the  net  result  was  aa 
follows:  Canterbury,  90;  Otago,  46;  Southland,  22; 
Blenheim,  70;  Auckland,  200;  Napier,  30;  New  Ply- 
mouth, 32 ;  Stratford,  44 ;  Wanganui,  60  ;  Waikaremoana, 
56  ;  Gisborne,  6  ;  Wellington,  100. 

Encouraging  reports  continue  to  be  received  from  the 
districts  in  which  the  birds  were  liberated.  Several  broods 
of  young  birds,  ranging  from  six  to  twelve  in  each,  have 
been  seen,  and  there  is  every  reason  for  believing  that  the 
experiment  will  be  successful.  One  great  drawback  to  the 
introduction  of  these  or  any  other  game  birds  is  the 
poisoning  operations  carried  on  for  the  suppression  of  the 
rabbit  pest.  There  is  reason  to  fear  that  discretion  is  not 
invariably  exercised  in  the  matter  of  directing  the  laying  of 
poison.  Cases  have  been  reported  in  settled  districts 
where  there  has  been  a  sparse  sprinkling  of  rabbits  (which 
have  always  been  kept  well  in  check  by  local  sportsmen)  of 
inspection  notices  to  poison  being  served  on  land  owners, 
the  only  result  being  the  loss  of  innumerable  quail,  and  the 
death  of  a  sheep  or  two.  This  is  discouraging,  but 
apparently  unavoidible  under  existing  conditions. 

Wood  Duck. 

Two  pairs  of  the  beautiful  little  birds  were  procured 
from  America,  and  released  in  a  sequestered  spot  not  a 
hundred  miles  from  the  Empire  City.  They  have  not  been 
seen  lately,  but  it  is  hoped  that  they  still  survive,  and  that 
they  will  increase  and  multiply. 

Fishing. 

The  season  was  a  very  good  one.  The  various  streams 
were  found  well  stocked  with  trout.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  season  the  continued  dry  weather  caused  sonie 
streams  to  run  exceptionally  low,  and,  for  a  time,_ sport  in 
the  smaller  streams  was  practically  at  a  standstill.  The 
rivers  in  the  Bush  district,  which  were  nearly  depleted  oi 
trout  by  the  bush  fires  a  couple  of  years  ago,  have  quite 
recovered,  and  splendid  sport  was  obtained  therein  thu 
past  season. 

Spawning  Season. 
Netting  brown  trout  for  stripping  was  commenced  on 
May  18  and  finished  on  Aug.  18,  a  total  of  2248  fiah  being 
taken.  The  rivers  netted  were  the  Ruamahunga,  Wai- 
poua,  Akatarawa,  Hutt,  and  Mungaroa,  also  the  Maknkn 
and  Waitukituki  Creeks.  The  Waipoua,  Mungaroa,  sjid 
Akatarawa  gave  better  results  than  the  others.    The  fish 
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taken  in  the  Waipoua  were  smaller  than  during  past 
seasone,  and  were  nearly  all  Ruamahunga  fish,  very  few 
large  lake  fish  coming  up. 

On  July  7  an  attempt  to  net  rainbow  trout  in  the 
Mangateinoka  nver  waa  made ;  also  in  the  Makuri  from 
July  18  tiU  Aug  5,  but  in  neither  case  was  success 
attained.  The  Makuri  was  also  worked  at  night  with 
lights,  but  unsuccessfully. 

The_  American  brook  char  (8.  fontinalis)  commenced 
spa'^ws  on  May  22,  and  continued  until  June  17. 

The  Loch  Leven  (8.  Levenensis)  commenced  on  July  1 
and  continued  until  July  26.  ' 

The  first  brown  trout  (S.  farioj  eggs  were  taken  on 
June  3,  and  the  last  on  Aug.  8;  a  total  sf  1,835.000  egijs 
being  collected.  * 
Rainbow  trout  (S.  iridem)  commenced  on  June  5.  and 
hnished  on  Aug.  8 ;  the  result  being  150.000  eggs. 

diunng  the  past  season 
was  £493  and  a  larger  quantity  of  fry  than  usual  was 
gratmteusly  liberated  in  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the 
society's  district,  viz.,  652,300. 

The  society  has  now  unfortunately  lost  the  services  of 
ite  able  curator  Mr.  Ayson,  who  was  offered  and  accepted 
the  position  of  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for  the  Government 
ot  JNew  Zealand.  It  is,  however,  sitisfaotory  to  know  that 
the  society  s  loss  was  the  colony's  gain,  as  no  better  man 
could  possibly  be  found  for  the  position  he  now  holds  than 
Mr.  Ayson.  The  Government  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
tne  appomtment. 

The  conservation  of  the  colony's  harvest  of  the  sea  is  of 
the  utmost  importance ;  and  the  fishing  industry,  sooner 
colony  '        ^®     notarial  aid  to  the  wealth  of  the 

A  competent  pisciculturist,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  E  De 
Latour,  was  obtained  in  London,  and  he  has  now  entered 
upon  hiB  duties  at  Masterton.  Although  handicapped  at 
the  outset  by  the  lack  of  local  knowledge,  which  is  so 
essential  to  the  collection  of  wild  ova,  it  is  expected  that 
mr.  Ue  Latour  will  make  a  worthy  successor  to  Mr. 
ayson.  Ue  has  already  made  valuable  suggestions  relative 
to  new  methods  of  procedure,  and  the  coming  season  is 
being  looked  forward  to  with  even  greater  interest  than 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

Iprovincfal  motes 


ilofes  from  f^e  iloril^. 

The  "  Twelfth  "  happening  on  Sunday  this  year,  there 
be  no  shooting  till  grey  daylight  on  Monday  morning. 
Ihe  Royal  keepers  at  Balmoral  will  be  early  astir  to  secure 
a  dozen  or  so  brace  for  the  Queen  and  the  Prince  of 
forenoon  ^®  despatched  early  in  the 

.3'^'^'  ^SC^egs  of  Fife  is  now  in  the  happy 
seclusion  of  Mar  Lodge,  and  enjoying  the  privacy  of  her 
weU-stocked  salmon  pools  on  the  inland  reaches  of  the 
.  •  tv  ^ttctess  hates  pubhcity,  and  has  been  forbidden 
any  pubho  functions  by  her  medical  adviser,  so  she  was 
Duke  to  appear  at  the  Cullen  Bazaar  with  his  Grace  the 

iiro^T^I^^^®*y^^?"*'''>^«'^««°  0"  Saturday  en  route  for 
S  th^&-wf°-H°^  from  Ballater,  they  changed  horses 
at  the  little  wayside  inn  of  Inver  so  aa  to  avoid  the  stare  of 

ktelThraft5?ntn.°'  ^"^^^^  ^"-^     Mar  Lodge 

r,I)l  season  has  only  another  fortnight's  lease  to 

run  for  the  present  season  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters, 
and  the  prospects  of  an  early  back-end  are  weU  assured  by 
the  present  timely  floods.  An  August  spate  is  just  the 
thing  for  a  prohfic  and  successful  back-end  fishing. 

,« J^®  ^i*"*  ^i^^  '4  yielding  good  baskets  of  finnook  and 
tZ^T^'  ^'**.""'  ^""^"^  Tower,  Aberdeen,  had 
twenty-six  half -pounders  one  day,  and  twenty.four  on 

tr S?Unitrr'-         ^^e!  a-d  DevoSow  a^r^ 

Mr.  Alexander  Smart,  Aberdeen,  had  a  grand  basket  of 
trout  on  the  Milltimber  Dee  Waters  on  ffirday  The 

on^irini^^r'^  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries  has  been 
craang  along  the  west  coast  of  Scotland  during  the  pwt 

M^«l!"^^"vf  salmon  and  grilse  instead  of  increasing, 
"^.tliey  .ought  to  with  the  advent  of  August,  have  been 

&tlsjfcr'^-"^?*l'  ^      '^^"i"^  /eason  doles  iL! 
ine  quality  and  weight,  however,  are  very  satisfactory. 

brouBhrarA'S!  /  Russia,  was 

brought  into  Aberdeen  last  week  on  the  steam  tikwler 

fcft!?""^"^  ^""f  The  cargo  ™en 

Sreftinx  sT«.?u  rJn-iosr^*^-' 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

V.Z  A*""!"*^^^*"^^^"?  °*  committee  of  the  Birming- 
t^.^£'l^  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
J  A  D..i'n^"^-''^.'''!l.  T- Coles  presided,  and  Mr! 
tonUT  vice-ohair.    The  meeting  wa^ 

well  attended    The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeti^  were 

t'ha?  he Vd"!,'' h'^'  "^'f  "^^"^  secretary  repoTLd 
that  he  had  had  an  interview  with  the  Great  Western 
Railway  officials  re  the  special  trains  to  be  to 

t^rA^TAT^""^-  ^1'.^°^  the  company  had 
agreed  to  take  the  members  and  iheir  friends  at  a  fare  of 
tdoltk  '""^^A^^?^  Tl'e  report  was  received  and 

adopted,  and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  sign  the 
necessary  guarantee  to  the  raUway  company  Messrs 
CflJes,  Dance   White,  and  Forster  were  eLcted  to  4sit 

relfor^wf  Tv,^"  ""-^r^^y  arrangements!and  prace 
a  report  before  the  committee  at  their  next  meeting.  It 
was  also  resolved  to  make  the  £70,  as  voted  for  Prizes 
into  sixty  pmes,  the  first  prize  to  be  £8  and  the  last 
prize  to  be  10s.  The  application  made  by  the  St.  ThomK 
Society  to  remove  from  the  Three  Horse  Shoes  Inn 
Irving-street,  to  the  Gough's  Arms  Inn,  Gough  street  was 
sanctioned,  on  the  understanding  that  the  club  tok'e  no 

twT„«'"  """V^^^'  affiliated  society  during  the  next 
twelve  months  A  member  who  was  expelled  some  three 
years  ago  applied  to  the  committee  to  be  rehZted  I 
f^fla^n  "^""T  '  S-^'^ty-  This  the  committee 
htl^tt  °  '^^"^  °otes  were  forwarded  we 

d«  V  /''"'^  extraordinary  weather  for  August.  Last  fT^ 
day  will  for  some  years  remain  fresh  in  the  memories  of  the 
people  in  the  Midlands.    We  had  a  heavy  faU  of  rain  and 

JZ'Z^  T  *«?'^"1'  ^"-i  did  i  large  amount  of 

dnn  wf^fi,^'^  'i^d  heavy  rains  and  very 

duU  weather,  but  this  did  not  deter  a  large  number  of  oar 

S/'se  Hnn"^  f  ^  ?°'^«1'^ence,  almost  every 

d^lhl.t  patronised.    Independent  of  the 

drawbacks,  as  far  as  the  elements  were  concerned 
some  very  good  sport  was  obtained  both  in  the  rivers 
and  canals  On  the  Avon  some  good  takes  of  b"I!m 
ZVZf  .Ti'^  St  Stephen's  member^ 

Stmffor^  rare  sport  m  their  water  at  Luddington  below 
lla^K  •t?°'^u*^®  "^^""^^^  ^^^^  been  very  heavy  in  the 
min'^A^f^??;^'*"'^  Twyning  districts.  Last  week  I 
mentioned  that  the  canal  at  Stoke  Golding  was  in  good 
order  for  fishing,  and  that  some  excellent  sport  had  been 

am  lost  sight  of .  I 

am  pleased  to  say,  for  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Brothers  WeU  Met  Society  have  been  fishing  this  fine 
ro^X^^''^''  tJ^^/f^fc  I'eing  that  all  have  had  as  many 
roach,  bream  and  tench  as  they  wished  to  carry  ^ay 
The  canal  at  Preston  Baggot  has  also  provided  some  verv 
decent  sport  of  late  Some  very  good  roach  and  perch 
have  been  taken.    The  two  special  trains  run  to  Pershore 

Derifi1^S''^-^''^«°^:'^5yl^«*^«^«  patronised  ThI 

£st  at  pJZ'*^  fished  their  annual  contest  on  Monday 
last  at  Pershore,  when  the  wmner  Mr.  Bown)  took  over 
fl'M'^""^  and  roach.  The  Balsall  Heath  Britanda 
Ho„n«.  Tuesday  at  Pershore,  whe^  Mr 

Hooper  was  an  easy  winner  with  a  nice  catch  of  bream  and 
roach.  Two  other  clubs  fished  on  Tuesday  last  ne^r  to 
Pershore,  the  takes  of  fish  being  above  the  average.  The 
prizes  won  in  the  late  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent 
contest  were  distributed  on  Friday  eveninf  last.  Oonsider- 
^g  the  state  of  the  weather  a  large  number  of  members 
were  present.    Some  very  good  songs  were  renZr«f 

sr.*''  distributio'n.^essrs  ^Ooirand  WhTtJ 
officiated  as  chairmen.  Votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to 
the  donors  of  the  prizes,  and  to  the  officers  and  committee 
for  the  manner  m  which  they  had  worked  to  mX  the 
contest  such  a  marked  success  ® 
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uncomfortable    for    those   engaged   in   the  matches. 

Consequently  not  much  sport  was  anticipated  ;  neverthe. 

less  some  fish  were  caught,  consisting  chiefly  of  roach  and 

bream,  with  a  sprinkling  of  perch,  eels,  and  flounders  to 

make  up  weight ;  and  at  the  Amalgamation  match  Mr.  G 

Cowl  secured  31b.  ISJoz.  for  first  prize  ;  Mr.  John  Daddy 

^  Kini*"''''*  and    Mr.    Thomas  Barber 

hi  H'^-  J,^^         ''"P        s«^son  was  won 

by  the  Excelsior  Society's  team,  the  West  Hull  Society 

m»Z>f*M*°''^,'^<'°'"^-Tx^*  Universal  Ansooiation'i 
match  Mr.  Thomas  Hunter  weighed-in  21b.  12oz. 
tor  first  prize,  the  second  being  taken  by  Mr.  J. 
Riley,  lib.  149z. ;  and  the  third  by  Mr  Nijrhtin- 
fri'-  'l==-u  The  River  Huu'^AngUng  Sy 

aUo  fished  a  match  at  Saxby  Bridge,  Mr.  G.  Skow 
takmg  the  first  prize  with  31b.  loz. ;  M?.  T  Roth^rforth 
second.  21b.  2foz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  WUeon.  third,  21b^  2oz 
.r^^^™  JoiJiney  of  the  Hull  anglers  from  the  Slnic^ 
«oZwW  ^^^^^^^  I'^d  brightened  up 

fn^.T  ^i  '  rain  ceased;  but  the  elemente  were 

tull  ot  electricity,  and  at  intervals  the  passengers  were 
accommodated  with  a  briUiaat  display  of  sheet  and  fork 
lightning  which  illuminated  the  western  horizon  ever  and 
anon  with  awful  subhinity ;  but  at  last  the  large  concourse 
of  anglers  were  safely  landed  from  the  two  vessels  at  the 
R    I  ^ii.  °°  doubt,  remember  the 

^f'^F^^^-^*  '^'^^  1°°^'  event  will  take 

place  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  on  Aug.  25,  being  the  Albion 
AngUng  Association's  annual  match-open  to  aU  comers- 
when  It  IS  to  be  hoped  conditions  will  be  more  favourable 
rivL' w^lJ     A  I  flooded  both  the 

I  ^l-^^ent.  yet  some  good  takes  of  roach 

I  and  other  fish  have  l^en  had  on  the  latter,  both  at  Butter- 
crat^e  and  Stamford  Bridge,  and  in  the  lower  waters  of 
the  Hull  roach  are  taking  paste  freely,  and  from  Beverley 
B«,kdownto  Burton  Hafl  some  very  good  catches  havf 
been  made  several  of  the  roach  scaling  over  lib  each 
The  East  HuU  Band  A.S.  fished  a  match  at  Weel  Fe^J,' 
Mr.  R  Goodrn  taking  the  first  prize  with  31b.  13ioz. 
^"f'l,  rfJ^^^^A^o^"?  ^^^O'ld  with  31b.  loz.  The  members 
of  the  Albert  A.S  also  fished  their  second  match  at  the 
same  place,  resulting  in  Mr.  J.  W.  Watson  taking  first 
pr^e  with  51b.  4oz  5  Mr.  J  Scott,  second.  31b.  o^Z  and 
^  S  "fiT^'i^^"""^'  21b.  ll^oz.  Messrs.  Blundell's 
A.b.  also  fashed  their  second  match  on  the  river  at  Hull 
Bndge  Messrs  S  Conyers,  W.  Harrison,  and  W.  Lord 
taking  the  first  three  prizes;  whilst  the  Horns  Angling 
and  Recreation  Society  journeyed  to  Brigham  to  fiah 
their  8,  the  first  prize  being  taken  with  21b.  9Joz. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

ir.tr^^J'^  1°  -^^  f ^°  ^as  undergone  a  great 

improvement  smce  last  week,  the  heavy  raii  which  have 
fallen  having  considerably  benefited  the  Teams  whiJh 
had  got  so  low  and  clear  that  roach  fishing  had  become  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty.  The  Bank  Holiday,  uSu! 
nately,  was  very  wet,  and  although  hundreds  of  WaT 
SritTinteZt'°*R  '\  ^'^1^'  T''  cobbed  °  Cch 
HnrJn„  ?^  ^"^^  ^""^^S  ^s  decidedly  improved 
^  %  P^S*  *T  ^d  those  who  have  been  out 

sinoe  Tuesday  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  snort 
obtuned.  Creed  wheat  baits  have  been  responsible^for 
some  rare  good  baskets,  some  weighing  up  to  251b  per 

uptart  ofTlb^'iTi^R  been  Vtured  scab^ng 

upwards  ot  lib  each.  Bream  are  also  offerinir  better 
sport,  and  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham  wherl 
there  are  shoals  of  big  fish  floating  near  the  suXe  som« 
heavy  bags  have  been  made.  The  Witham  «r,A  iiV 
taries  the  WeUand  and  th;  FoXSrare  S  b^S 
s^o^elCe^KZ:  shoullirffi 


Duke  of  F^  i  ^°^"«'  ^"O"™  as  the 

se^anti^  ,a  p'°'"''^,i  ^J*^  oider  Balmoral 

of  bif  ^^'^^'  '■^"'^^  '^^''y  D««side  reminis. 
^d^nn     4  P  I  sportsman  both  with  the  rod 

^Lt^^:^^^  °o"^  bis  equal,  and  aa  an 

futhe  wS'  and  mveterate  salmon  fisher  no  sportsman 
m  the  North  could  keep  pace  with  him. 

Special  Scotch. 


On  R   f'^iP'^.'^H,^'-  AND  DISTRICT. 

with  a^rf«r«  ^«™by  Sluice  was  fairly  besieged 

W«  ^r„,t  tr  ir^°l*  ^""y  ^"iv^d  in  two  steam- 

So  f     ?""'t7^°  numbered  over  900.  along  irith 
^f/  M  ^-^o"!  New  Holland,  Barton,  and  outly  ng  diftrfcts 
1%^°^'/       river  Ancholme  were  Unf d  on  both 
«des  with  anglers,  from  the  sluice  to  beyond  Sasbv 

&'fTS'^/*^£^°*°^«^*^'^««  mUes-the  great  aS 
tions  of  the  day  being  two  of  our  biggest  events  of  ?h« 
season,  VIZ.  the  Hull  and  District  Amilgrmated  Anglers' 
Association's  annual  members'  match  ind  chalWe  cud 

Sal  «n°„*„         t'^^  H'^'T''^  i^sSon's 
annual  open  match.     In  the   morning   the  weathar 
promised  fairly,  but  towards   noon  sUght  rain  com 
menqed.   and   at   times   it  fell  in  toSrents di^M 
conditions  to  be  anything  but  plea^anT,  SxtS? 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

-The  Tyldesley  and  district  anglers  have  been  varying 
their  sport  a  little.  A  local  carnival  was  arranged  in^d 
ot  the  Sick  Nursing  Association,  and  the  anglers,  about 
thirty  in  full  uniform,  attended  and  made  |ood  use  of 
their  landmg  nets.  Mr.  Southern  reports  very  good  sport. 
Ihe  catches  were  often  and  every  one  a  good  fish.  A  Kood 
sum  was  handed  over  to  the  committee.  The  Lune 
H,'!  1?  ?°^d  have  at  last  gained  a  point  with  regard  to 
"^^^f  ^r^^«  ^^'^"^d  the  assuranc^ 

that  one  cause  shall  cease.  The  green  slime  in  this  river 
f  fl  \^^^y  •''"jeasing,  and  is  causing  a  lot  of  annoy- 
fmn  J  fl^bermen  of  all  sorts.  The  Wyre  has  been  a  little 
improved  by  recent  rams,  the  water  being  highly  coloured. 
When  run  hne  some  good  sport  is  sure  to  follow.  The 
Preservation  Society  have  sent  a  donation  to  the  FUhery 
filZt  T""^^  the  expense  of  slaughtering  pike  in  that 
rfu  ^^H^  ""^y  be  expected  from  the 

Ribble.  The  recent  rams  have  done  a  lot  to  freshen  ny 
^nJrZf-  Tbe  few  weeks  that  remain  of  the  season  are 
generaUy  marked  by  larger  catches,  and  as  the  river  for 
the  past  few  weeks  has  been  very  low  tha 
season  of  1900  should,  finish  off  remarkaW^'  weu! 
At  Warrington  the  executives  are  very  busy  arranging  for 
two  events  on  the  16th  and  18th-the  first  at  Beeston 

KVA^  *?if  T^t  ^''y^-    I'oo*!  entries  S 

be  made  by  the  15th  and  17th  respectively,  but  members 
residmg  outside  a  three  miles  radius  from  Warrinirton 
may  enter  on  the  bank.  Two  efficient  committees  have 
been  appomted-one  for  each  day.  The  rearing  ponds  are 
i?r.^  ^^T^^-^  T^f"  ?f  ^°o°  *s  possible.  On  Saturday 
(to-day)  the  P.A.A.  Committee  meet  at  Warrington  for 
the  despatch  of  routine  and  other  business.  Several 
Warrington  anglers,  in  distant  waters,  have  had  good  sport. 
rL^Tl^T^^'  ^  bream.  4ilb..  from  Roseett;  Messrs 
Gilbert  and  Hardman.  101b.  roach  and  dace;  Bowden  and 

and  ?h«  Pn'  ^""^  i-  *'?"*'  15^^->  ^  f^""'  Walcot 

and  the  Gowy.    From  Rossett,  other  reports  are-  J 

u\J^S  i""®^"?'  2^b.  15oz.  and  21b.  lOoz.,  and  Vlb,' 
W  '  W  ^-fii" '  121b.  roach ;  W.  Bolton,  81b.  roach  ;  knd 
^;nf  "5*^' J'^-  0"  *be  18th.  at  Leigh,  the 

Standard  Mower  Anghng  Society  wUl  be  hol<Ung  an 

XJt  II®''^-   vT^'F.^o/*'.  M"--  ^''sd   Rowland,  will 
offer  £5,  to  be  divided  into  eight  prizes.     In  the 
neighbourhood  of  this  town  two  matches  were  fished  last 
^a'^■'^'^•..u^^^u^^°^"  A-S-  bad  a  minor  event;  sld 
disposed  of  their  three  prizes  to  Messrs.  John  Yates,  John 
Watson   and  John  CouncUer.    The  other  attracted  an 
entry  of  forty-seven  from  the  Railway  Hotel,  West  Leiffh 
the    five   prizes    going  to   Messrs.  J.  Davies.  Thos' 
Warburton  Thos.  Wood,  Wm.  RothweU,  and  Aif  Stott! 
Ihe  fifteenth  prize  m  the  £100  sweepstakes  at  Kirkstead 
fell  to  a  Wigan  rod,  Mr.  W.  Makin,  a  veteran  match  fisher. 
Ihe  courtesy  with  which  the  anglers  at  Wigan  at  once 
postponed  a  fixture  inadvertently  arranged  for  to-day.  and 
unfortunately  on  a  rather  important  day  aa  well,  stempa 
them  as  sportsmen  of  the  front  rank. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

f bas  reached  this  city,  from  two  different  souroea, 
d«p?^iVf^"*n°"*i'l?*  Shropshire  Union  Canal  have 
decided  to  allow  fiahing  on  Sundays  up  to  8  o'clock  a.m. 
vri:  ^bia  gracious  concession  covers  the  length  from 
BUesmere  Port  to  Calveley.  and  may  in  all  probability  suit 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[August  11,  1900 


a  few,  for  a  few  weeks  in  the  year.  Sunday  fishing  is  either 
a  right  or  a  wrong  occupation,  if  the  former,  then  why 
limit  the  hours,  if  the  latter,  then  these  few  hours  are  a 
mistake.  Perhaps  this  district  does  not  stand  in  need  of 
the  Sabbath,  or  perhaps  it  does  not  start  until  8  a.m.  If 
this  hour  is  fixed  so  that  Sunday  scholars  and  church  goers 
shall  not  see  any  Sabbath  angling,  then  there  is  only  one 
thing  to  account  for  the  hour — either  the  owners  are 
ashamed  of  their  decision  being  known,  or  an  undue  con- 
sideration shown  to  those  who  attend  either  a  Sunday 
school  or  a  church.  Such  tinkering  is  on  a  par  with  sending 
children  to  play  in  the  back  yard,  and  that  Drecocious  kid 
might  well  enquire  if  it  wasn't  Sunday  out  there.  In  this 
city  Oldham-street  contains  many  more  Sabbath  breakers 
than  all  the  quiet  anglers  in  the  district  put  together, 
and  far  more  social  harm  follows  than  from  angling. 
The  members  of  the  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  are 
summoned  to  an  important  meeting  on  Aug.  13  to  arrange 
for  the  second  contest  of  the  season.  The  committee  ask 
for  a  full  attendance,  so  that  a  good  vote  can  be  taken  on 
the  venue,  prizes,  and  other  conditions.  Mr.  W.  A.  Leigh 
reports  the  capture  of  a  king  carp  in  their  private  waters 
at  Kersal  of  41b.  by  Mr.  S.  Taylor.  These  waters  are  in 
good  trim.  Mr.  Leigh  himself  had  some  splendid  pike  and 
perch  on  view  as  a  result  of  a  holiday  outing.  The  Moss 
Side  Socials  are  due  to  meet  for  special  business  on 


Aug.  13.  The  Irlam  waters  of  the  County  Palatine 
Anglers'  Association  yielded  a  fine  tench  last  week-end 
weighirg  3Ib.  14oz.,  and  its  captor,  Mr.  Barber,  of  the 
Welcomb  Angling  Society,  intends  having  it  set  up.  A 
match  was  fished  in  this  city  on  Aug.  8,  which,  for  a 
curioaity,  will  take  some  beating.  It  was  decided  that  the 
match  should  be  fished  on  a  certain  day.  Only  one  prize 
was  offered,  and  only  one  member  was  able  to  get  to  the 
match,  when  last  seen  he  was  wending  his  way  to  the  water, 
vowing  he  would  win  that  prize  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 
The  chief  item  of  interest  is  the  championship  match  at 
Worsley  to-day.  _  The  entry  is  very  disappointing,  and  it 
is  doubtful  if  this  event  will  be  continued.  If  any  of  our 
city  rods  think  of  trying  a  day  at  Little  Budworth  Mere, 
go  now.  Mr.  Grnfidy,  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  Jones,  Kirk- 
dale,  on  Saturday  last  took  401b.,  and  on  Monday 
morning  251b.,  chiefly  bream,  from  4oz.  to  2^1b.  Another 
party  last  week-end  had  between  501b.  and  601b  ;  still 
another  report,  two  rods  from  Altrincham,  two  from 
Northwich,  and  three  from  Winsford  on  Monday  last, 
from  601b.  to  701b.  Such  reports  are  in  striking  contrast 
to  anything  to  be  heatd  of  from  onr  returned  wanderers, 
who  seem  one  and  all  to  have  the  "  hump."  For  the 
convenience  of  Manchester  members  of  the  Warrington 
Association,  fish  can  be  weighed-in  at  Globe  Inn,  Bury- 
straet,  Salford ;  and  Crown  Inn,  City-road,  Manchester. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  weather  during  the  holidays  was  so  bad  that  very 
few  anglers  went  out,  and  those  that  did  venture  got  little 
else  but  a  soaking  from  the  rain,  which  came  down  in 
torrents  for  a  great  part  of  the  day.  The  change  in  the 
weather  seems  to  have  put  the  fish  completely  off  the  feed 
in  most  places ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  hear  of  anyone  doing 
much  anywhere.  This  only  applies  to  coarse  fish,  as  two 
or  three  trout  fishermen  that  were  out  on  Monday  had 
very  good  sport  indeed.  The  weather  seems  improving 
again,  and  if  it  becomes  hot  we  shall  have  another  run  of 
good  sport  with  the  bream, 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  extraordinary  weather  we  have  been  experiencing 
has  practically  put  a  stop  to  angling  in  our  district.  The 
rivers  and  drains  aie  so  full  of  water  that  with  few 
exceptions  they  are  unfishable.  The  Witham.  which  is 
generally  to  be  fished  when  other  waters  are  off,"  has 
been  of  no  use  since  the  match  was  fished  on  Monday,  the 
banks  being  flooded  for  Syds.  or  6jds.,  and  an  approach  to 
the  river  edge  impossible.  The  match  referred  to  was  a 
£100  sweepstake,  and  was  fished  at  Kirkstead  from  1  30 
to  4.30,  during  which  period  the  rain  fell  in 
torrents.  The  first  prize  of  £21  went  to  Webster, 
of  Mexborough,  with  a  catch  of  61b.  12oz.  Webster 


GUIDE  TO  PISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Beown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Habdt  Bbos.,  L.  a  N.  British 
Works.  

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — e.  Chambkblain. 
Ashbourne. — D.  and  w.  h.  Fostkb. 
Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J-  Rows,  62, 

High-street. 

Beccles. — R.  Tilnet  &  Son. 

Belfast. — J-  Bbaddkm,  a  Son,21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  AiiLPOBt, 
60,  Whittall-street. 
C.  BowLEE,  9,  Thomas-et.,  Vanghan-st. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
James  Moegan,  2J,  Aston-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-streftt. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul's-sqnare. 
W.  H.  Rtdeb  &  Sons,  1,  Porcheater-st. 
Wm.  Steenbeeg,  43,  Soho-hiU. 

Bishop  Auckland  — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackbnm. — James  GBEGeoN.Penny-at. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleaklet,  83,  Newport-at. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dteb,  19  *  20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundbt  &  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers 
William  James. 
Geobge  Kenwat. 
W.  TucKEE,  Manufacturer. 

Bnilth  WeUs. — Septimus  Pbicb,  12, 
High-street. 
W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Dep6t. 

Bnzton,  Derbyshire.— J-  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff. — E.  Richaedson,  "  Silver  Fish," 
Bridge-street. 
William  Da  vies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — ^R.  Steong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogdbn,  28,  Winch, 
comb-street. 
Ogden  &  SooTFOBD,  PittvlUe.  [Whole- 
sale &  Retail.] 

(Sindleigh,  Devon  — J.  b.  Tbuman. 

(Hitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wea- 
leyan-road. 

Darlingiion. — J.  F.  Sictthi 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-et. 

Dublin.- C.  Weekes  &  Co.,  26  4  27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

Edinburgh. — Haedt  Beos.,  5,  South  St. 
David-street. 

Eton. — Cecil  Howlett. 

Exeter. — W.  Osboene,  251,  High.st>eet. 
E.  F.  Pbickman,  12,  North-street. 


Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terraoe. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Bubge. 

Felton  — W.  DoBSON,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth. — e.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salingee,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings. — Dowsett,  A.  C,  10,  York 
Buildings. 

Henley-on-Thames. — Mead,  Stanley, 
Dnke  street. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22i,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford. — Simson  &  Co.,  Market-plaoe. 

Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford  — Feebman  Bbos.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness. — J.  Gbaham  a  Co.,  27, 

Union-street. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Eillarney. — T.  McCaetht,  Main-street. 

Kingsbridge,  8.  Devoa.- S.  Peebott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Eingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.Richabd- 

SON,  67,  High-street. 
J.  E.  WiLLiNGHAM,  35,  High-Street. 

Langholm.— Joe  Andbbson,  59,  High-at 

Leamington  Spa.— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linslet  Bbos.,  10,  Commercial- 
atreet. 

C.  J.  Brooks,  43,  Park-lane. 
J.  E.  MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19.  New  Station-street. 

Leicester.— H.  Claek  &  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 

Leybum.  Torks.— J.  F.  Lton,  Poat 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestob,  George-atreet. 

[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andeews  &  Pabkinson,  3e, 

Melville-street. 
M.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J.  W.  Walkee,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  —  w.   Ramsbottom.  14b, 

North  John-street. 
H.  Whittt,  15,  Basnett-streei. 
R.  Whittt,  14,  Tithebam-street 

London. — T.  Aldeed,   llO,  Edgware- 
road,  N.W. 
Alpeed  a  Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

F.  Anstiss,  23,  First-st, Walton- st,  S.W. 
Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver- street,  Net- 
ting Hill. 

W.  Baetleet  a  Sons,  11  A  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Bbnktfink  &  Co.,  89,  90,  107  &  108, 
Cheapside,  E.C. 


London — Continued. 

T.  Beenaed  &  Sons,  5,  Churoh-plaoe, 

Piccadilly 
C.  J.  Beown,  7,  Walton-streei,  S.W. 
•abtee  a  Co.,  137.  St.  John-atreet- 

road,  E.C. 
R.  Dillon,  78,  Viotoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

Eaton  A  Dellbe,  6  A  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Fablow  a  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
Foeeest  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's -street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 

J.  QiLLETT,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
[Wliolesale  A  Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

W.  T.  Hancock  A  Co.,  4,  Pall  Mall- 
place,  and  308,  High  Holborn. 
Haedt  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

61,  Pall  Mall. 
J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road, 
E. 

G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bulmer),  62, 

Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 
Holbeow  a  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 
Holbotd  Bros.,  59,  Graoeohnrch-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  A  Co.,  63,  Haymarket, 
S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-atreet,  St.  Jamea'a. 
Ogdbn  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 

Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  A  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-road, 
W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Martin,  8,  Seymour-atreet, 
Euston-square. 

J.  Richardson  (late  of  Dunhill's),  123, 
Enston-road,  N.W. 

Mrs.  Sowebbutts,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
A.  Williams,  »4,  York-atreet,  Bryan- 

aton-square,  W. 
F.  T.  Williams  A  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 

10,  Great  Queen-atreet,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Gbach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Bboad,  Qneen-atreet. 

Macclesfield. — J-  H.  Feabn,^  38,  Cheater- 
gate. 

Machynlleth.  —  B.  Peaece,  Coventry 
House. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambebs  a  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Hardt  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

12  and  14,  Moult-st.,  Cross-st. 
R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slater,  Stodman-at. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R-  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-atreet. 
MuBTON.  [Wholesale  A  Retail.] 
Thos.  Pafb  27,  Collinrwood-street. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Fbed.W.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge-atreet. 

Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-at  ; 
J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensnm-street. 

Nottingham. — S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Suaaex- street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington -street 

J.  Theaker,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  A  Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitehousb,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-  st. 
Oxford. — Jambs  Innbs,  42,  Queen-at. 

Plymouth,  —  Thomas    Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  A  R.  Brooks,  62,  Southside-street. 
Heaedbe  a  Sons,  195,  Union-street. 

Beading. — J.  Peebt  a  Co.,  6,  Minater- 
parade. 

ftedditch. — S.  Allcock  a  Co.,  Standard 

Works.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Baetleet  A  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfeed  Bookee  a  Co.  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWAED  A  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  A  Son,  Stndley.  [Wholesale 

only.] 

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames  — Gatnob  a 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvEEARD  RiPLET,  5,  Eing-street 

Richmond,  Torks. — Chas.  Spencbb, 

Finkle-atreet. 

Rothbury  — w.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBT. 

Scarborough.  —  Prank    Rhodes,  5, 
Nortb  atreet. 
Wm.  J.  Clabke,  44,  Hnntreas-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  A  Macphebbon 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  A  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B.  Evans  a  Co.,  Swanaea 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Castle  Bailey-at. 

Taunton. — Gbobgb  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.Devon.— J- dbastabd, 

Torridge  House. 

Twickenham. — F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7 
London-road. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J-  L 

Andeews,  High-street. 

Waithamstow  —  D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakbbpkabe,  9, 

Market-atreet. 

York. — H.T.Llotd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Davy- gate 
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expresBea  himself  willing  to  fish  "  any  collier  in  the 
world  for  as  much  as  they  like,  other  experts  not  excepted." 
The  ten  next  best  catches  were  obtained  by  Sheffielders. 
Of  the  twenty-eight  prize  winners  the  lowest  catch  was 
21b.  linz.  With  the  exception  of  this  match,  the  taking 
of  a  nice  lot  of  roach  (early  on)  from  the  Mount  Pleasant 
Drain,  and  catches  here  and  there  of  bream — nothing  of 
special  importanca — there  is  nothing  to  record.  The 
heavy  downfall  will  do  good  by  removing  accumulations 
and  freshening  up  the  waters,  and,  given  a  spell  of  fine 
weather,  there  should  be  grand  sport  with  the  fishing 
grounds  full  of  fish  as  they  are. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
Salopian  anglers  shared  in  the  general  disappointment 
of  holiday  seekers  caused  by  the  dismally  wet  weather  that 
has  prevailed,  and  those  who  on  Bank  Holiday  had  the 
hardihood  to  face  the  uncongenial  elements  were  not  well 
rewarded.  There  was,  however,  one  exception,  that  of 
Mr.  Bucknell,  of  Shrewsbury,  who  captured  three  trout  by 
spinning  near  the  railway  bridge.  Save  for  mixed  bags  of 
coarse  fish,  chiefly  of  roach  and  chub,  there  has  of  late 
been  little  to  record.  Mr.  Wycherley,  a  well-known 
Shrewsbury  angler,  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
fly-fishers,  he  having  captured  while  wading  below  the 
English  Bridge  one  or  two  trout,  a  grayling  of  Jib. ,  and  a 
goodly  number  of  coarse  fish.  The  river  is  now  in  yellow 
flood,  and  it  will  not  be  until  the  present  week  is  nearing 
its  close  that  good  sport  will  again  be  possible.  The 
high  water,  inopportune  though  it  comes,  is,  neverthe- 
less, very  welcome,  as  it  will  cleanse  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  improve  prospects  for  the  coming  autumn. 
In  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury  roach  fishers  have  cause  for 
satisfaction.  Comparatively  few  Salopians  have  hitherto 
gone  in  for  roach  fishing  on  the  most  approved  methods, 
but  now  that  trout  are  so  scarce  they  may  do  worse  than 
cultivate  to  better  advantage  this  delicate  art.  The 
abolition  of  bush  netting  within  the  borough  of  Shrews- 
bury some  years  ago  has  allowed  the  roach  to  increase  and 
multiply  with  little  or  no  check,  and  the  creels  of  some  of 
the  skilful  strangers,  who  have  been  attracted  to  Shrews- 
bury by  the  fine  sport  afforded,  have  been  abnormally 
large.  What  becomes  of  ail  these  fish  when  captured  is 
not  certain,  but  it  has  been  whispered  that  many  are  sent 
to  the  big  cities  to  be  served  up  as  "  fried  fish  " — a  useful 
and  sensible  purpose  if  such  be  the  case.  As  Severn  roach, 
and,  in  fact,  coarse  fish  generally,  have  not  yet  got  into 
their  best  condition,  the  present  flood  should  be  highly 
beneficial  to  the  fish,  and  render  more  pleasant  the  pastime 
of  the  bottom  fisher.  When  the  water  clears  sufficiently 
to  render  successful  fly  fishing  possible  grayling  should  be 
sought  for,  and  among  the  most  likely  places  are  the 
gravelly  shallows  at  the  Isle,  the  reach  above  Cherry 
Orchard  Ferry,  the  tail  of  Uffington  Ford,  between  the 
islands  at  Preston  Boats,  and  the  fords  at  Atcham, 
Cronkhill,  and  Cound.  Those  who  favour  spinning— and 
many  Salopian  acglers  devote  themselves  almost  exclu- 
sively to  this  art — may  possibly  get  one  or  two  good  trout 
while  the  flood  water  is  clearing.  In  the  meantime,  those 
who  care  to  take  the  trouble  to  obtain  permission  to  fish 
one  or  other  of  the  large  pools  can  hardly  fail  to  be  well 
rewarded. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  wet  and  wild  weather.  The 
storms  and  furious  winds  of  Friday  and  Monday  last  have 
caused  much  destiuction.  Trees  were  blown  down,  fruit 
trees  broken,  and  the  fruit  coveting  the  ground  beneath; 
the  tempest  in  places  very  heavy.  Monday  was  about  the 
worst  Bank  Holiday  ever  known  ;  many  anglers  came  into 
Worcester  by  the  excursion  trains,  and  the  majority  of  them 
kept  indoors  most  of  the  day  j  but  in  spite  of  the  pouring 
rain  many  local  anglers  and  strangers  had  their  bit  of 
fishing,  but  were  wet  to  the  skin  when  they  returned. 
Some  of  them  had  a  good  catch  of  roach  and  eels,  some 
did  but  little,  and  it  is  hoped  none  will  suffer  fiom  the  effect 
of  the  weather.  Several  competitions  and  outings  had  to 
be  put  off,  much  to  the  disappointment  of  the  several 
dubs,  for  to  anglers  in  this  district  this  is  the  great  day  of 
the  year.  Fly  fishing  has  been  pretty  well  off  from  the 
Ist  intt.,  but  fair  sport  has  been  had  among  the  roach 
and  bream  with  the  maggot,  paste,  and  stewed  wheat. 
Eels  have  gone  well  at  the  worm  and  wasp  grub  on  all  the 
rivers,  but  no  big  catches  have  been  registered.  Mr.  F. 
Paley,  of  IT pton-on- Severn,  had  about  the  best.  He  took 
twenty-seven  fine  roach  with  the  wheat,  heaviest  fish 
lib.  loz.  His  companion,  Mr.  Thould,  had  also  a  nice  lot. 
There  were  several  fair  catches  of  bream  at  Pershore, 
Eokington,  and  other  places  on  the  Avon.  The  Upton-on- 
Sevem  Club  had  a  contest  at  Hanley  Quay  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  last.  The  wind  was  strong  and  the  water  very 
rough,  sport  being  better  than  expectation.  Chub  and 
roach  were  the  fish  taken.  Mr.  A.  Ooombe  was  first  with 
31b.  8ioz.,  Mr.  C.  Evans  second,  and  Mr.  G.  Oakley  third, 
T.  Jinks  taking  the  "  Daddy  Euff  "  prize.  Teme  has  been 
quite  discoloured,  the  Severn  is  stained  and  has  a  rise  on, 
and  the  Avon  is  also  showing  the  effect  of  the  late  rain. 
The  nights  have  been  bitterly  cold,  and  to-day  ( Wednes- 
day) the  sky  is  overcast  and  rain  falling.  The  great 
mter-club  contest  of  the  Worcester  Anglers  is  arranged 
for  Saturday  afternoon,  Sept.  1,  in  the  Avon  at  Pershore. 
Mr.  F.  Champkin's  hostelry,  the  Fitter's  Arms,  will  be 
the  headquarters  for  the  day. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  City  of  York  A.C.  held  their  annual  picnic  and 
fishing  match  on  Tuesday  at  Aldwark  Manor,  by  kind 
permission  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Hunter.  They  found  angling 
rather  tiresome  on  account  of  the  floods  having  affected  the 
water  and  the  river  banks,  and  the  catches  were  disappoint- 
ing. Sunshine  and  rain  alternated,  the  latter  predomin- 
ating. The  principal  prize-winners  were : — R.  Eden, 
lib.  12|oz.;  R.  Broadley,  lib.  7ioz.;  J.  Smurthwaite, 


lOJoz. ;  W.  J.  Smith.  0.  S.  Wake,  A.  Pratt,  D. 
Wriggles  worth,  E.  Birch,  R.  Bailey,  and  J.  Atkin- 
son. The  fish  were  small,  and  comprised  eels, 
roach,  dace,  chub,  and  bleak.  Mr.  R.  Broadley 
took  the  prizes  for  the  largest  eel,  chub,  and  dace, 
Messrs.  R.  Eden  and  A.  S.  Wake  tied  for  the  largest 
roach,  and  Messrs  R.  Eden  and  R.  Broadley  for  the  most 
variety  of  fish.  Mr.  W.  J.  Smith  had  the  largest  number 
of  fish.  The  Knaresbrough  Conservative  A.A.  fished 
their  annual  match  and  competition  for  a  silver  cup,  by 
kind  permission  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Lawson,  at  Boroughbridge, 
when  upwards  of  thirty  members  were  present.  There 
was  good  sport,  although  the  weather  was  very  wet.  The 
cup  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Swale,  whose  total  weight  of  fish 
was  91b.  8Joz  He  secured  a  fine  barbel  which  scaled 
61b.  lloz  Mr.  A.  Howard  was  second  with  a  grand  bream 
of  31b.  lloz.  Other  winners  were  Messrs.  W.  Taylor 
(31b.  4oz  ).  C.  F.  Smith,  A.  Barker,  J.  Styles,  R. 
Lowther,  J.  W.  Burton,  W.  Windsor,  L.  Scratchard, 
G.  AUenby,  E.  Wood,  A.  Reaveley,  C.  Howard,  G. 
Campbell,  J.  Taylor,  and  H.  Fisher.  The  recent  rains 
very  much  improved  the  condition  of  the  rivers  generally. 
What  anglers  now  desire  is  settled  weather.  Ever  change- 
able weather  means  bad  sport.  Wednesday  was  a  delight- 
ful day  after  the  chilliness  and  the  rains,  and  many  such 
days  in  succession  would  be  acceptable  alike  to  harvesters 
and  anglers,  who  are  more  watchful  than  the  generality  of 
folk  at  a  time  like  the  present  of  meteorological  vagaries. 
Neither  Ouee  nor  Derwent  fishing  has  been  very  en- 
couraging this  season.  On  the  Ure  and  the  Swale,  as  on 
most  rivers,  very  little  has  been  done.  Soaking  experiences 
were  the  lot  of  many  a  rodman  who  ventured  forth  on 
Bank  Holiday.  "  The  rain  descended  and  the  floods 
came."   


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'\ 

STEEL-CENTRED  RODS  IN  THUNDERSTORMS. 

Deae  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Brutum  Fulmen,"  I  may  say 
that  a  few  years  ago  a  well-known  contributor  to  your 
paper  (siooe,  unfortunately,  dead)  told  me  that  when 
fishing  he  was  on  one  occasion  caught  in  a  severe  thunder- 
storm. He  was  using  a  steel-centred  rod,  having  a 
sharply  pointed  spike  at  the  butt,  and,  following  upon  a 
very  bright  flash  of  lightning,  he  felt  a  tremulous  motion 
pass  through  the  rod.  This  was  caused  by  the  electric 
fluid  discharging  itself  into  the  ground  through  the  spike 
and  tearing  up  the  soil  a  few  inches  from  his  foot.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  spike  he  would  in  all  probability  have 
been  killed. — Yours  truly,  Henry  G.  Green. 


PISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Gedney  has  jumped  to  a  conclusion 
contrary  to  my  expression.  I  made  no  reference  at  all  to 
hotel  charges  or  living  expenses,  only  to  incidental  angling 
expenses  ia  lough  fishing. 

The  hotels  and  lodging  quarters  in  Ireland  are  quite  as 
reasonable  as  in  England  or  Scotland,  more  so  than  some 
of  the  much  frequented  inns  in  Scotch  sporting  localities  ; 
and  the  matter  of  carriage  hire  is  in  favour  of  Ireland, 
the  usual  fare  for  cars  being  6d.  per  mile  as  against  Is.  in 
Scotland  for  "  posting."  What  I  meant  to  convey,  and 
what  I  contend  to  be  correct,  is  that  the  incidental 
expenses  of  fly  fishing  on  Irish  loughs  is  greatly  in  excess 
of  that  in  Scotland,  because  it  is  usual  to  insist  up  m  send- 
ing out  two  boatmen  where  one  ought  to  be  sufficient. 
Mr.  McCarthy's  letter  goes  to  prove  it— £2  23.  per  week, 
fxclasive  of  men's  lunches,  &o.  (which  would  probably 
make  up  another  £1  Is  ),  which  will  make  it  10s.  6d.  a  day 
for  boat  and  men  only. 

Mr.  Healey's  terms  are  quite  another  matter,  and  if  he 
means  that  hotel  board  and  lodging,  use  of  boat,  two  men, 
and  their  lunches  are  all  included  in  the  £3  lOi.  per  week, 
it  is  very  reasonible,  and  ought  to  keep  his  hotel 
continuously  full  of  anglers. 

Mr.  Taylor's  "  blarney  "  won't  do.  It  is  a  good  chance 
of  advertising  himself.  But  I  have  been  "  Boyled  "  once, 
and  once  is  enough.  All  he  states  may  be  true  enough 
from  his  point  of  view,  but  if  you  are  not  there  at  toe 
critical  peiiod  of  the  Green  Drake  rise  you  may  as  well 
fish  on  the  turnpike  road  as  expect  the  trout  in  Lough  Key 
and  Lough  Arrow  to  come  to  artificial  fly,  or  even  trolling 
lures. 

If  anglers  want  to  catch  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  fish 
— salmon,  pike,  perch,  rudd,  as  well  as/erorc  and  big  lake 
trout — it  will  be  hard  to  beat  the  large  loughs  like  Corrib, 
Mask,  Conn,  CuUin,  and  at  Killaloe,  but  good  all-round 
fly  fishing  in  spring  and  autumn  for  brown  and  white  trout 
is  too  much  run  up  in  expenses.  I  have  it  all  before  me  in 
black  and  white  from  Ballynahinch,  Recess,  and  Toom- 
baola  authorities,  and,  as  I  said  before,  for  the  an^lar  who 
does  not  vcant  salmon  fishing,  "  the  game  is  not  worth  the 
candle,"  unless  the  people  who  support  it  have,  as  Mr. 
Gedney  aptly  puts  it,  "  more  money  than  brains." 

There  is  no  better  fellow  going  than  the  Irish  boatman. 
He  is  a  pleasanter  companion  than  the  sometimes  reserved 
and  taciturn  Highland  gillie,  but  however  jolly  Pat  may 
be,  and  keen  after  sport,  I  won't  give  the  preference  to 
the  Scotchman  for  single-handed  boat  management  in 
rotighish  loch  fishing. 

Now  let  us  hear  from  a  few  more  Irish  innkeepers  what 
their  oharges^re,  and,  if  Mr.  Gedney  will  tell  us  literally 
what  he  found  them  at  Gortnorabbey,  it  will  be  welcome 
news  to— Yours  truly,    Senex. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hold  to  a  great  extent  with  what  Mr, 
Gedney  writes  respecting  fishing  at  Leenane,  but  I  do  not 


agree  with  the  view  your  correspondent  "  Senex  "  takes  of 
the  general  question  of  fishing  in  Ireland.  Leenane  is  not 
the  place  to  go  to  for  fishing,  especially  now  that  the  Erriff 
is  in  private  hands.  I  went  there  some  years  ago  with  a 
friend  and  could  do  nothing  (yes,  I  caught  a  small  whit« 
trout  on  the  side  of  a  mountain,  where  a  little  stream  came 
trickling  down),  and  we  were  advised  for  fishing  to  go  to 
the  Baliiaafainch  Lakes,  eighteen  miles  off,  which  we  did. 
There  we  had  magnificent  sport,  billing  twenty-six  sea 
trout,  of  IJlb.  to  2Jlb.,  on  Glendalough  (Recess),  writh  the 
fly  one  afternoon,  but  it  is  quite  true  we  had  to  pay  f  er  it.  At 
Recess  you  have  the  fishing  of  five  lakes  and  the  Ballinahinch 
river,  all  stiictly  preserved,  and  people  do  not  expect  to 
kill  sea  trout  and  salmon  under  such  circumstances  without 
expense.  But  "Senex"  is  quite  mistaken  in  saying  that 
fishing  in  Ireland  is  so  much  dearer  than  in  Scotland.  My 
list  experience  of  fishing  in  Scotland  was  when  I  fished  a 
week  on  a  celebrated  loch  and  caught  a  salmon,  and  my 
trip  of  ten  days  cost  me  nearly  £30.  I  did  not  grumble, 
however  ;  I  travelled  first-class,  lived  well  at  a  most  com- 
fortable hotel,  and  acted  liberally  towards  my  two  boatmen 
and  the  bailiff,  who  were  certainly  not  to  blame  if  I  failed 
to  catch  twenty  salmon  in  the  time.  All  I  regret  was  that 
I  had  chosen  a  bad  moment,  the  very  last  days  of  the  season, 
when  it  was  a  wonder  I  caught  a  fish  at  all,  but  such  are 
the  caprices  of  angling. 

Now,  that  none  of  your  readers  may  be  carried  away 
with  wrong  impressions,  let  me  tell  them  Ireland  is  the 
place  par  excellence  to  get  good  angling  at  moderate 
expense.  No  man  should  expect  to  go  for  a  few  weeks' 
holiday  anywhere  without  being  preoared  to  pay  for  it 
according  to  his  means.  As  "  Senex  "  has  only  been  once 
in  Ireland  and  solicits  information,  I  advise  him  and  others 
to  write  to  the  persons  below  named,  who  will  furnish  all 
particulars : 

Westmeath  Lakes  (for  trout,  pike,  and  perch). — Mr. 
John  Mahon,  fisherman,  Finea;  Mr.  Pat  Dalton,  fisher- 
man, Multifarnham. 

Co.  Tyrone  (for  salmon  and  trout  chiefly).  —  The 
proprietor,  Abercsm  Arms,  Newtownstewart. 

Co.  Mayo  (for  salmon,  trout,  and  pike). — Mr.  Flynn, 
Impeiiiil  Hotel,  BaUina ;  Mr.  Tom  Clarke,  Cloghans, 
Longh  Conn,  BaUina. 

Co.  Roscommon  (for  trout,  pike,  and  perch ;  salmon 
possibly  reserved).  —  Mr.  George  Taylor,  High-street, 
Boyle. 

Go.  Oalway  (for  pike,  trout,  and  perch,  Longh  Mask  ; 
salmon,  pike,  trout,  &c..  Lough  Corrib). — Mr.  Joyce, 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur. 

The  above  can  provide  the  best  of  free  fishing.  Where 
salmon  are  fished  for  a  licence  must  be  taken  out,  and,  of 
course,  hotel  expenses,  boats,  and  cars  must  be  paid  for, 
and  if  the  terms  are  not  reasonable  it  wiU  be  hard  to  please. 

I  would  strongly  advise  anglers  visiting  Ireland  to  take 
with  them  (or  have  sent  them)  some  preserved  dace  and 
gudgeons  for  spinning,  as  well  as  their  artificials  (for  pike 
the  larger  the  better),  and  a  supply  of  well-scoured  lob- 
worms for  other  fish.  Strange  to  say,  these  are  not  easily 
procured  in  Ireland  any  more  than  live  baits. — Yours 
faithfully,    James  Gallaohan. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "Glenhest"  incurs  a 
very  serious  responsioility  by  recommending  an  angling 
tour  which  will  assuredly  prove  very  costly  and  yield  very 
little  sport.  Having  gone  over  the  ground  he  recommends 
within  the  past  few  weeks,  I  am  not  theorising,  but 
writing  from  actual  personal  experience.  Before  following 
"  Glenhest"  over  the  route  he  recommends,  let  me  point 
out  that  he  is  significantly  silent  on  the  subject  of  £  s.  d. 
Perhaps  he  has  not  personally  '  shelled  out"  for  such  a 
month's  trip  as  he  recommends,  but  I  have  done  so 
recently,  and  have  all  the  facts  and  figures  before  me. 

To  begin  with  he  says  you  should  start  with  a  few  days 
at  Mulliugar,  and  fish  the  Westmeath  lakes,  but  the  man 
who  acts  on  this  advice  will  curse  him.  The  charges  are 
outrageous— 6s.  per  day  for  oar,  with  23.  for  driver — for  a 
journey  to  lake  of  two  miles ;  and  everything  else  in 
proportion  !  And  the  sport  is  wretchedly  bad,  a  big  fleet 
of  boats  belonging  to  local  cotters  clearing  everything  out 
by  fair  means  or  foul.  So  much  for  Mullingar,  except  to 
add  that  two  friends  of  mine,  who  fished  there  in  June, 
paid  £40  as  the  total  of  their  fortnight's  fishing  bill,  and 
they  got  nothing  beyond  a  few  Jib.  trout  !  The  suggestion 
that  you  might  next  break  your  journey  at  Castlebar,  for 
pike,  is  best  answered  by  the  advice  given  by  Punch  to  the 
young  man  about  to  marry — "Don't!"  With  the 
advice  to  go  on  to  Ballina  and  there  fish  the 
Moy,  and  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen,  I  most  cor- 
dially agree.  The  suggestion  that  Westport  affords 
angling  attractions  available  to  the  wandering  an- 
gler is  exceeding  wrong  and  misleading.  ''Glenhest" 
conveniently  covers  the  fact  that  there  is  no  fishing 
here  obtainable  by  referring  his  readers  to  the  "guide 
books  galore  !  "  Then  he  passes  you  on  to  Leenane,  and 
utterly  ignoring  the  fact  that  the  river  there  ia  in  private 
hinds,  blindly  tells  you  to  spend  a  few  days  in  capturing 
the  plucky  Errive  salmon  !  It  is  really  too  bad  for  a  man 
to  write  in  this  way,  and  tempt  other  men  to  waste  their 
substance  and  spoil  their  holidays  on  a  fool's  errand. 
What  he  says  of  the  Leenane  lakes  is  equally  unreliable. 
They  are  not  worth  fishing;  and  he  omits  that  the  cost  of 
so  doing  is  £1  178  6d.  per  day— for  a  few  sprat^  !  Then 
"Glenhest"  advises  us  to  go  on  to  Ballinahinch,  and 
there  "  halt  for  several  days,"  but  he  omits  the  by  no 
means  unimportant  detail  that  the  fishing  and  expenses 
here  will  "  pan  out  "  at  £3  per  day.  Blackadder's  house  by 
the  water  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  a  fourteen  mile  car  drive 
daily  to  be  added  to  the  old  score  of  £15  a  week  !  And  the 
fishing,  moreover,  has  deteriorated  very  seriously  of  late 
years,  not  only  on  this  river,  but  upon  all  the  streams 
around  the  west  coast.  With  the  advice  to  give  Mask  and 
Corrib  loughs  a  few  days  I  cordially  agree,  but  "  Glen- 
hest" gets  a  bit  mixed  in  his  geography,  and  shows  a 
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lack  of  local  knowledge  when  he  tells  you  to  take  the  Cona 
steamer  from  Oughterard  Bay  !  But  I  have  said  enongh 
to  warn  intending  visitors  not  to  accept  "  Glenhest  "  asan 
angling  guide  to  the  dear  old  distressful  country.— Tours 

^^y-   ,     ^   ,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent,   

HERTFORD  ANGLING  AND  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir,— It  may  interest  many  of  your  readers  to 
know  that  the  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Hertford 
Angling  Preservation  Society  (Mr.  John  Fairall),  who  for 
many  years,  as  landlord  of  the  Caatle  Inn  and  the  Station 
Hotel,  haa  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
anglers  who  visit  the  Hertford  waters,  has  retired  from 
business  and  from  the  position  he  held  in  the  angling 
society.  At  the  u.ual  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee 
ma  resignation  was  accepted  with  many  expressions  of 
regret  at  his  severance  from  the  members,  and  hearty 
thanks  for  the  work  he  has  so  ably  cirried  out  during  the 
past  eleven  years. 

*v,^u  ''^^  mainly  instrumental  in  the  formation  of 

u  ?j  °  •  '■^y^^^  at  ^  house  the  initial  meeting  was 

held  and  during  the  whole  course  of  its  existence  he  has 
worked  indefatigably  to  ensure  its  success. 

Mr  H.  Smith  the  present  proprietor  of  the  Station 
Hotel,  has  been  duly  elected  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  society  and  doubtless  will  study  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  the  angling  CDmmunity  as  carefully  as  did 
his  predecessor.— I  am,  dear  Sir,  yourff  truly, 

W.  Waller 
(Vice-president  H.A.P.S  ). 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  GUIDE,  &c. 
Ueab  Sir,— If  readers  can  and  will  only  refer  back  to 
my  letter  in  your  issue  of  July  14,  it  will  be  "obvious  to 
all  nnprejadiced  persons  "  the  reason  why  "  An  Honorary 
Member  used  that  nom-de-plume  in  his  letter  of  last 
week.  I  said  on  July  14  that  "  I  am  very  pleased  that 
sucn  .a  letter  .  .  .  came  from  a  person  outside  our 
association  Now,  that  nem-de-plume  was  purposely 
used  with  the  evident  intention  to  make  me  eat  my  words 
and  look  foolish  m  the  eyes  of,  more  especially,  London 
anglers,  but  I  am  all  the  more  positive  that  this  letter  of 
An  Honorary  Member  "  does  not  come  from  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  and  I  challenge  him 
to  substantmte  his  assumed  claim,  to  reveal  his  name  and 
the  name  of  hiB  club.  I  presume,  sir,  that  when  he  wrote 
you  that  letter  he  gave  his  proper  name  and  address  as  a 
bond  of  good  faith,  and  that  you  will  see  it  is  not  abused  ■ 
It  a  person  strikes  in  the  dark,  and  does  not  reveal  him- 
?*T'.i^^I..*°''°°  should  brand  him  as  a  coward  and 
belittle  him  m  the  eyes  of  all  good  sportsmen  and  un 
worthy  as  an  associate  of  any  society. 
•  l^*^  intend  replying  to  any  of  the  matter  coBtained 
't°  letter,  but  upon  second  c  Dnsideration  I  do  not  think 
1  shall  be  mjonng  my  interests  by  the  following  remarks. 
A    1  -^^  °°8:lit  to  have  been  in  the  hands  of 

Anglers  Association  members  at  the  same  ticue  as  their 
tickets— on  June  15,  a  matter  of  seven  weeks  ago,  and  not 
as  purposely  misrepresented,  "  five  months  and  a  half  "  ' 
My  education  in  that  particular  branch  for  solving 
enigmas  was  so  sadly  neglected  that  I  am  unable  to  under- 
stand ;  I  shall,  and  I  feel  sure  that  all  your  readers  will 
be  greatly  interested  if  "An  Honorary  Member"  wiU 
propound  the  remarkable  conglomeration  of  words  "  the 
Lost  and  Carpet  Bag  Department  of  a  Circumlocu- 
tion O&ee  and  its  applicableness  to  the  Anglers' 
Association. 

In  justice  to  the  association  and  to  myself,  I  must  state 
that  1  took  over  the  already  congested  duties  of  secretary 
on  May  28,  and  before  I  have  had  time  to  find  a  chair- 
thanks,  one  that  revolves  will  do— I  am  being  pulled  to 
pieces  I  personally  do  not  mind,  I  like  it ;  it  only  brings 
me  into  prommence,  and  I  trust  I  shaU  be  able  to  steer 
my  good  ship  to  a  good  and  safe  anchorage. 

Ere  this  letter  is  published  I  shall  have  the  guide  books, 
price  6d.  each  or  will  be  forwarded  post  free,  6id.,  upon 
appbcation.— Yours  respectfully,  >   ^   >  f 

R.  G.  Woodruff, 

o        v       J  Secretary,  Anglers'  Association. 

2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford  Hill,  London,  N. 
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"BLACK  HACKLE"  ASKED  TO  POINT  A 
„  MORAL  AND  ADORN  A  TAIL 
«T<w*   x^iT-^^"^''  deplore  the  "puzzled  "  condition 
of    Wrentail.    That  part  of  my  worm-baiting  description 
y9'^f,«8'je  of  14th  ult  ,  which  he  cavils  at,  seems 
sufficiently  clear,  even  for  what  "  Wrentail  "  evidently  is 
not— a  novice.    He  is  apparently  a  critic.    Perhaps  he  wiU 
endeavour,  by  a  supreme  brain-effort,  to  imagine  a  worm 
held  tail  upijermost  and  baited  headwarda.  I  am  no  wizard 
but  assure  him  it  can  be  done. 

However,  continuing  my  description,  "  then  insert  hook 
similarly  in  second  imbedding  the  barb  Jin.  beloiv  head." 
ihe  word  itahoised  reads  "  before  "  in  my  original  M  S 

before.  Why  did  not  "  Wrentail  "  rise  to  this  fly  ?  It 
was  the  real  insect ;  he  just  missed  it.  But— like  trout 
just  now— some  people  are  hard  to  please. 

  Black  Hackle. 

COARSE  FISHING  IN  SEPTEMBER 
Dear  SiB,-I  should  think  "A.  A."  would  meet  with 
^8  requirements  by  staying  at  The  Trout,  at  St.  John's 
Bndge,  Leehlade,  where  there  are  about  four  miles  of  pre- 
served water  attached  to  it  on  the  borders  of  Beikehire  and 
Gloucestershire,  well  stocked  with  pike,  perch,  roach,  and 
w    V  moderate,  and  the  cooking  good. 

He  should  wnte  to  Mrs.  Bowyer,  The  Trout  Inn.  St. 
John  8  Bndge,  Leehlade,  Gloucestershire.  Reserved  for 
vMitcrs.- Tours  faithfully,  oooi  veu^ior 


FISHING  NEAR  HERNE  BAT. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  information  as  to  whether  any  fairly 
good  fishing  (dry)  fly,  or,  failing  that,  coarse  river  or  even 
sea  bshing  can  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Heme 
Bay,  Kent. 

Is  there  any  fishing  available  on  the  river  Stour  near 
Grove  Perry  or  Canterbury,  by  ticket  or  otherwise? 
intormation  would  be  esteemed  by — Tours  truly, 

  J.  W.  Kempster. 

FISHING  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  you  inform  me,  through  the  F.  6.,  if 
there  is  any  coarse  fishing  to  be  had  near  Llandaff,  South 
Wales  i'    Is  it  private  or  nublic  water  ?    If  private,  where 
to  obtain  permission  ?— Youra  truly. 

Charles  Dk.tonoe. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  LULWORTH. 
r^^^\n'^'~-^°  answer  to  "  Bishop,"  in  Fishing  Gazette 
J  V'"y,t^','"'^  fishing  at  Lulworth,  if,  when  he  gets  to 
Lulworth,  he  will  inquire  for  Harry  Vye  and  mention  my 
nanie  to  him,  "  Bishop  "  will  find  him  a  steady  man  and 
good  fasherman,  who  knowa  the  best  fishing  places  on  that 
coast  for  pollack,  whiting,  wrasse,  mackerel,  bass,  &o 
Vye  has  capital  boats;  but  "Bishop"  should  take  his 
own  rods  and  sea  tackle.  Ask  Vye  to  take  him  to  the 
rocks  at  Airish-Mell,  the  Mewps  Rocks,  and  Man-o'-War 
Rocks.  I  have  been  to  Lulworth  many  times  and 
always  employed  Vye.  Another  good  fisherman  is  Harry 
Wilhams.— Tours,  &c.,    Alfred  Jariiini:. 

RE  WIRE  SEA  LINES. 
Dear  Sib,— I  notice  some  of  your  correspondents  are 
somewhat  heavy  on  "  Alnbrae  "  for  venturing  to  condemn 
these  lines,  and,  being  of  his  opinion,  I  much  fear  I  may 
meet  a  like  fate.  However,  I  am  an  enthusiastic  sea 
angler,  and  I  beg  leave  to  endorse  hia  opinion,  that  they 
are  not  so  suitable  as  silk.  I  have  tried  wire  for  lines 
traoea,  and  snoods,  &c.,  in  South  Africa,  South  America, 
and  at  home.  These  were  used  with  large  pulley  rings 
and  I  now  avoid  the  use  of  wire  in  the  sea  as  much  as 
possible,  and  give  them  a  wide  berth.— Tours  truly, 

  G.  M.  C.  Turner. 

WIRE  SEA  LINES. 
Dear  Sir  —In  answer  to  your  aeveral  correspondents 
in  last  week  s  issue,  let  me  say  that  in  writing  to  you  on 
wire  sea  lines,  I  simply  stated  my  opinion  and  experience. 
Ot  course.  Its  a  free  and  happy  country,  and  I  have  no 
desire  to  upset  the  ideas  of  gentlemen  who  live  in  London 
and  do  a  day  s  fishing  occasionally.    All  the  summer  I 

live  near  the  sea,  and  I  keep  a  special  boat  and  a  man  to  ,  „„„  „ 

HgSd  and  self  and%tl'nd^fil'  always .  standing  ready  fat)  trotting  along. 'apparently  in  gr^^  contentment 
3y';S,^Vd2e?ra'a^'d1nrr:,X^hVf^^^^^^^       I  .fe'lii-i'l*/"-  "i^'?"- ^  9}^  ^rock  "  can 

to  fifteen  fathoms.  Beyond  this  depth  there  may  be  an 
advantage  m  wire  lineg  for  aught  I  know.  [  omitted  to 
say  1  use  the  largest  and  best  of  puUeya.  both  butt  and 
top  rings,  ao  the  lines  had  a  fair  chance.  I  tried  them  for 
trolling,  and  they  did  not  answer,  whereas  a  silk  line 
does  tor  both  purposes,  and  on  that  score  alone  is  to  be 
preferred.  I  have  said  my  last  word  about  them,  and 
your  readers  must  judge  for  themselvea,— Tours  truly, 
___  Alnbrae. 


OTTER  AND  SPARROW. 
Dear  Sir,— On  Aug.  8  I  went  to  the  Zoological 
Gardens,  Regenfa  Park.  How  beautiful  they  are' 
Jl^veryone  who  can  ahould  go  and  aee  for  themselves.  The 
trees,  flowers,  and  award  are  in  perfection,  and  the 
animals,  &c.,  in  beautiful  condition,  and  many  new  withal 
Iwo  mapificent  tigers  presented  by  one  of  the 
Indian  princes,  some  new  monkeys,  some  beautiful  parrots 
with  feathers  splendidly  coloured,  and  some  comparatively 
young  alligators  from  the  west  coast  of  Africa. 

I  wandered  about  enjoying  and  admiring,  and.  arriving 
at  the  otters  enclosure,  stood  to  watch  an  otter  swimming 
round  and  round  in  the  pool  with  that  graceful  undulating 
motion  which  appears  so  enjoyable,  every  now  and  then 
rolling  over  m  the  water,  as  it  were,  expressive  of  content 
and   pleasure.      On   the   pavement   surrounding  the 
pool    was    a    sparrow    enjoying    a   piece   of  bread 
lying  there   that  had  evidently  been  thrown  in  for 
the  otter.    The  sparrow  was  about  2yds.  away  from 
my  teet  inside  the  iron  rails   fencing   the  enclosure. 
AU  ot  a  sudden  there  was  a  rush,  a  yell  (half  scream,  half 
bark),  and  there  was  the  otter  partly  out  of  water  with  the 
sparrow  fluttering  in  its  mouth.    1  kicked  the  rail  with  a 
view  ot  creating  a  favourable  diversion  for  the  sparrow 
and  was  met  by  a  look  or  stare  from  the  otter  of  the  moat 
vindictive  enmity,  and  after  a  few  seconds  it  turned  round 
into  the  pool  and  swam  across,  and  entered  its  house  or 
butch  with  the  sparrow  in  its  mouth.    I  could  not  see  far 
in,  but  1  noticed  that  the  sparrow's  wings  still  fluttered 
Alter  a  minute  or  so  the  otter  came  out  with  the  sparrow 
still  m  its  mouth,  apparently  dead,  though  there  were  one 
or  two  spasmodic  contraotiona  of  the  legs.    After  lying 
down  a  short  time,  the  otter,  still  holding  the  sparrow 
entered  into  its  house,  and  I  saw  it  no  more.    I  waited 
some  time,  endeavouring  to  ascertain  what  the  otter  would 
do  with  the  sparrow,  but  I  could  not  see  into  the  house  as 
It  was  dark  meide,  and  the  otter  retired  far  into  it.  1 
returned  in  about  half  an  hour,  but  there  was  nothing  to 
be  seen  and  no  feathers  about,  or  blood,  and  I  therefore 
interred  that  the  otter  had  not  eaten  the  sparrow  or  torn 
It  up,  but  as  to  this  I  can  say  nothing,  and  it  may  have 
done  so  afterwards. 

I  have  always  hitherto  entertained  a  kindly  feeling  to 
otters.and  felt  sorry  that  they  were  so  hunted  down,  but  the 
concentrated  malignity  exhibited  in  that  otter's  head  and 
taoe  as  It  held  the  sparrow  and  growled  at  me  was  such  as 
Ti-  ^  difiionlty  to  forget.    The  actions  of 

the  otter  were  very  cat-like,  only  it  seemed  to  kill  the  bird 
almost  immediately,  and  did  not  play  with  it  as  a  cat  would. 
1  have  seen  expreasions  of  anger  and  hatred  exhibited  by 
rats,  weasels,  foxea,  and  other  animals,  but  for  what  I  can 
only  term  diabolical  malignity  I  never  saw  anything 
approaching  that  otter.  It  was  quite  comforting  to  turn 
the  corner  and  see  my  old  friend  the  badger  (who  is  got 


OTTERS  AT  M0LE8EY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  feel  sure  you  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  a  pair  of  otters  have  taken  up  their  quarters  on  the 
Backwater  Island  at  Molesey. 

On  Monday  evening,  about  half-past  eight,  I  was  sitting 
on  my  camp-stool  on  the  bank  just  below  the  weir,  watch- 
ing the  winch  of  my  ledger  rod  and  wondering  whether  I 
was  ever  going  to  get  a  run.  The  wind  was  howling 
through  the  iron  stays  of  the  weir,  and  the  rough  water 
above  was  dashing  against  the  sluices,  but  above  the  din 
of  wind  and  water  I  could  hear  a  peculiar  metallic  sound 
Peated  at  frequent  intervals,  coming  from  the  direction 
of  the  backwater.  A  few  minutes  later  an  anawering  call 
canie  from  the  weir.  I  was  beginning  to  wonder  what 
fcind  ot  bird  was  making  the  noise,  when  I  was  startled  by 
the  sound  proceeding  from  a  small  clump  of  reeds  behind 
drying  to  get  a  little  shelter.  I  kept  quite 
atiU,  hoping  to  get  a  view  of  my  companion,  and  a  moment 
later  a  fine  otter  came  up  the  bank  not  a  yard  from  me. 
The  moon  at  this  moment  peeped  out  from  the  leaden  clouds 
and  lit  up  the  river,  so  that  I  had  a  splendid  view  of  him 
^•11  joined  his  mate,  who  was 

still  calling.  The  calling  now  ceased,  and  one,  running 
down  the  apron,  dived  in  the  weir  pool.  Returning  in  a 
"I'nntes,  it  climbed  on  a  piece  of  stone  projecting  out 
of  the  water,  where  it  remained  some  time,  probably  eat- 
ing its  supper.  It  waa  too  dark  to  distinguish  anything 
but  the  brown  form  of  the  otter. 

other  ran  backwards  and  forwards  on  the  top  step 
of  the  apron,  continually  stopping  and  remaining  motion- 
less, especially  noticeable  when  a  boat  passed  by  above  the 
weir.  I  was  astonished  how  it  kept  its  foothold  in  the 
fishing  water.  I  was  so  intent  on  watching  their  antics 
that  I  had  forgotten  all  about  my  ledger.  On  reeling  up 
i'*^??  eel  nad  left  me  with  a  ball  of  slime  and  cleared 
OS  with  the  hook,  so  I  decided  to  pack  up  and  leave  my 
uttle  companions  in  full  possession. 

fished  Molesey  for  many  years,  often  late  at 
night,  but  have  never  seen  or  heard  an  otter  in  the  vicinity 
before.  _  The  river  at  Hampton  Court  has  fished  very 
badly  vnth  the  exception  of  the  opening  weeks.  I  have 
tried  them  early  and  late,  night  and  day,  but  have  had 
nothing  but  a  few  odd  fish.  The  barbel  are  right  off,  and 
the  bream  have  never  been  on.  Got  fine,  nice  eels  in  the 
thunderstorm  on  Sunday.— Your  faithfully, 

W.  H.  Bkook. 


_-  ^         iivm  d(jciieuut3  Luac     uia  jorocK  can 

show  a  temper  and  use  an  ugly  aet  of  teeth  and  jaw  upon 
occasion.— Tours  truly,    Civis. 

ANGLERS'  TALES. 
Sm,— Macdonald  really  should  not  tempt  us— "  let 
sleeping  dogs  lie  "—but  as  he  has  done  it,  the  con- 
sequences  be  his. 

Last  November  I  was  fishing  in  the  Avon,  near  Christ- 
church,  Hants,  trying  with  a  float  and  light  tackle  for  a 
perch,  which  on  a  previous  occasion  had  endeavoured 
vainly  to  swallow  a  Jib.  dace,  the  float  presently  dis- 
appeared in  precisely  the  same  spot.  I  struck  gently, 
but,  alas!  the  gut  parted  at  a  knot,  and  I  was  left 
lamenting,  the  float  and  nearly  all  the  gut  went  with  the 
nsh.  Disgusted  at  losing  my  specimen  perch,  consolation 
was  sought  in  pike  fishing.  Several  pike  were  landed,  and 
presently,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  downstream,  there 
was  a  run,  a  fish  was  struck  and  played,  and  when  I 
thought  it  about  time  he  showed  himself  on  the  top, 
instead  of  the  pike  up  came  my  lost  float,  with  gut  and 
trace  and  fish  altogether.  They  were  safely  landed.  It 
was  a  pike  and  not  a  perch  as  expected.  The  locality 
waa  the  Royalty  Fishery,  Ohristchnrch,  and  the  keeper 
was  with  me  at  the  time. 

The  triangle  had  somehow  got  fixed  between  the  gut" 
and  float,  and  the  old  hook  waa  atill  fast  in  the  fish.— 
Yours  truly,  G.  Whitwobth. 

Hyde-road,  Eastbourne. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Measra.  Hughea  and  Toung,  Patent  Agents,  66  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London.  W.C. 
12,197.   J oaeph  Mitchell  Lamb,  Vincent-atreet,  Glasgow. 

"  Improved  means  for  discharjging  cargoes  of 
fish  from  steam  trawlers  or  fishing  vesaek  on  to 
the  quay  or  wharf." 
6447.  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr.  R.  B.  Cantrell 
Brooklyn,  New  Tork,  U.S.A.  Relates  to 
artificial  flies.  The  fly  is  tied  upon  a  light 
tube,  which  can  be  pushed  on  to  the  shank  of 
the  hook.  The  tube  may  be  in  telescopic 
sections. 

7049.  Trawling  gear.  Patentee :  J,  Cunningham,  of 
Pitt-street,_  Bennington,  Leith.  To  save  power 
by  dispensing  with  guide  rollers  as  much  as 
possible,  the  winch  shaft  is  mounted  fore  and 
aft  so  that  the  drums  are  in  position  for  working 
the  net  directly  over  the  side  of  the  boat. 


FOEEISN  BOOKS  AND  PSRiODiOALS.— Messrs.  Sampson  Low 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London' 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  WMb 
Oatalogiie  gratis. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOBATBD 

iNGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  18th,  1900. 


OLD  SOCIETIES. 
"Should  auld  acquaintance  be  foegot." 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  four 
existing  London  angling  societies  were  founded 
at  dates  varying  between  fifty-eight  and  nearly 
seventy  years  ago. 

Without  attempting  to  place  them  in  order  of 
seniority,  they  are  the  Piscatorial  Society,  the 
True  Waltonians,  the  Walton  and  Cotton,  and 
the  Friendly  Anglers.  They  have  so  much  in 
common  in  age,  aims,  and  character  of  member- 
ship, that  at  a  recent  annual  dinner  of  one  of  the 
four,  at  which  I  had  the  honour  to  be  a  guest,  I 
suggested  that  the  combined  membership  of  all 
the  four  should  for  once  dine  together,  and  spend 
a  truly  Waltonian  evening,  just  to  prove  to  a 
scoffing  world  that  the  master's  precepts  of  good- 
feUowship  are  an  abiding  faith  with  his  followers 
of  the  present  day ;  to  show  that,  although  so- 
called  civilization  may  rob  us  of  half  our  fishing 
water,  and  pollute  most  of  what  remains,  there  is 
still,  in  our  estimation,  no  better  sport  than 
angling,  and  no  surer  basis  of  genuine  friend- 
ship than  the  comradeship  of  the  rod. 

If  one  considers  the  many  great  changes  that 
have  come  about  since  the  formation  of  even 
the  youngest  of  the  societies  named,  and  takes 


into  account  the  influences  that  have  combined 
to  blot  out  so  many  other  societies  that  have 
started  with  quite  as  fair  promise  of  long  life, 
the  members  of  these  four  veteran  societies 
have  just  cause  for  satisfaction,  not  unmixed 
with  a  tinge  of  that  natural  pride  which  even 
humble  anglers  may  be  allowed  to  entertain  on 
occasion. 

It  would  really  appear  that  the  worthy 
founders  of  these  four  well-matured  angling 
fraternities  must  have  left  behind  them  a 
talisman  which  insured  that  all  those  who 
followed  them  as  members  should  be  of  the  same 
sterling  sporting  fibre  as  themselves ;  equally 
ready  to  work  enthusiastically,  and  forego  petty 
personal  aims  for  the  good  of  angling  in  general, 
and  their  own  society  in  particular. 

It  is  doubtful  if  any  other  sport  could  engender 
equal  devotion  in  followers  hampered  by  similar 
disadvantages ;  for,  since  the  early  thirties, 
almost  every  phase  of  life  in  London  has  changed, 
not  always  for  the  best,  from  the  point  of  view 
of  those  whose  only  view  of  sport  is  actual 
participation  in  fishing,  shooting,  &c  ,  out  in  the 
open.  The  stage  coach,  and  even  good  sturdy 
walking,  in  those  early  days,  took  London  anglers 
within  a  few  hours  to  such  sport  as  it  is  now 
very  difficult  to  find  at  the  end  of  a  long  railway 
journey.  What  civilisation  has  given  anglers 
with  one  hand,  it  has  taken  away  from  them  with 
another.  The  iron  horse  has  opened  up  more 
angling  places,  but  has  enormously  added  to  the 
number  of  anglers,  and,  therefore,  still  makes  less 
for  the  enjoyment  of  each  individual.  But  it 
would  be  selfish,  and,  therefore,  un- Waltonian,  to 
be  unduly  regretful  on  that  score. 

In  reply  to  a  letter  of  mine  informing  the  late 
Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  of  the  change  of  quarters  of  the 
Friendly  Anglers,  of  which  society  he  was  then  an 
honorary  member,  he  wrote  informing  me  that 
the  society's  new  home  in  Eastbourne-terrace, 
Paddington,  was  very  near  the  course  of  the  East 
Bourne  river,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  the  West 
Bourne,  he  and  his  brother  as  boys  had  caught 
roach  and  perch.  Just  imagine  fishing  from 
what  is  now  practically  Whiteley's  doorstep  ! 

When  Baddeley,  the  enthusiastic  author-angler, 
became  first  secretary  of  the  True  Waltonians,  he 
could  scarcely  have  expected  his  society  to  be 
alive  and  flourishing  nearly  seventy  years  after- 
wards. At  that  time  Hermes-street,  Pentonville, 
where  the  True  Waltonians  were  located,  was  in 
the  midst  of  a  quiet  countrified  suburb  of  the 
great  city ;  and,  as  I  have  heard  my  old  school- 
master, a  born  Islingtonian,  tell,  swallows  built  in 
the  thatched  roof  of  the  Angel.  Trams  and 
omnibuses  had  not  been  thought  of,  and  the 
feverish  bustle  now  associated  with  the 
district  was  yet  in  the  far  future.  Indeed,  if  any 
Old  Moore  of  the  period  could  have  foretold  to 
Baddeley  all  the  vast  changes  that  were  to  come 
about,  that  angling  worthy  would  have  admitted 
that  no  society,  and  not  even  the  sport,  could  be 
expected  to  survive  through  all.  And  yet  both 
the  society  and  the  sport  live  and  flourish. 

The  Walton  and  Cotton  Society,  founded  in  the 
same  district,  has  successfully  passed  through  the 
same  experiences. 

When  most  of  the  foregoing  had  been  written, 
a  fortunate  coincidence  placed  in  my  possession 
a  letter  recently  written  by  one  who  once  was 
in  fact  and  still  remains  at  heart  a  Friendly 
Angler. 

It  will  be  seen,  too,  that  he  was  an  enthusiast, 
typical  of  those  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  honour 
to ;  he  also  corroborates  many  of  the  differences 
between  past  and  present,  which  I  have  pointed 
out. 

Let  the  veteran  speak  in  his  own  words  : — 
"  The  F.A.S.  had  their  summer  dinner  at 
Godfrey's  (at  West  Drayton)  on  Sept.  13,  1857. 
About  forty  members  dined.  I  had  not  fished 
the  water  for  two  years ;  and  as  no  shows  of 
large  roach  had  been  caught,  the  members 
persuaded  me  to  try  for  a  good  catch.  So  I  went 
down  with  them  and  fished  a  swim  I  had  never 
tried  before.  George  Dyer  fished  on  my  left,  and 
Tony  Fordham  on  my  right.  I  caught  thirty- 
four  roach,  weighing  311b.,  all  on  a  hook  that  I 
had  tied  on  a  single  hair  from  one  of  the  cream- 
coloured  State  horses,  which  was  given  to  me  by 
Harry  Lupton,  who  obtained  it  from  Mr.  Bos  worth, 
the  State  coachman.  There  was  but  one  other 
roach  caught  that  day,  and  that  was  by  George 
Dyer. 


"  In  the  year  1849,  when  Alfred  Gould  rented 
the  same  water,  I  caught  seventeen  roacb, 
weighing  251b.,  the  two  largest  lib.  12oz.  each. 
On  April  24,  1863, 1  caught  five  chub  weighing 
151b.,  the  largest  31b.  14oz.,  at  Godfrey's. 

"  I  have  kept  nearly  all  the  weight  cards  the 
whole  time  I  was  a  member.  I  have  reckoned  up 
the  total  weight  on  the  cards,  and  find  it  to  be 
22171b. !  I  think  that  I  was  not  a  bad  working 
member.  In  one  take  of  731b.  of  chub  the 
heaviest  fish  weighed  41b.  14oz.,  four  fish  31b.  8oz. 
each,  and  seven  fish  31b.  each. 

"  On  Nov.  4,  1860,  I  took  two  jack,  spinning  in 
the  Thames,  weight  271b.  On  Oct.  16,  1864, 
351b.  12oz.  of  barbel,  largest  81b.  12oz. 

"  In  the  year  1865  I  was  spinning  off  the  bank 
below  Albert  Bridge,  in  the  Thames,  and  Mr. 
Tooth,  another  member,  was  spinning  a  little 
higher  upstream,  when  I  hooked  a  trout.  Mr. 
Tooth  landed  it  for  me — a  nice  fish  of  51b.  Doz. 
In  the  following  year,  at  the  same  place,  Mr. 
Tooth  again  being  with  me,  and  landing  the  fish, 
I  caught  another  trout,  weighing  61b.  8oz. 

"  In  the  year  1838  I  took  a  yearly  ticket  for  the 
Yiewsley  and  Thorney  fishery,  then  kept  by  Peter 
Parr.  At  that  time  the  Great  Western  Railway 
was  not  started.  There  were  few  tackle  shops, 
and  there  was  great  trouble  to  get  baits.  If  you 
wanted  maggots  you  had  to  go  to  the  horse 
slaughterers ;  if  worms,  to  dig  them  up.  After 
a  short  time  the  railway  was  opened  to  Slough, 
but  there  were  few  trains.  The  first  started  at 
six,  or  was  supposed  to,  and  we  reached  West 
Drayton  about  eight  or  half  past.  I  was  a  member 
all  the  time  Parr  was  there.  Then  Mr.  Studds 
rented  it.  After  him  came  Alf  Gould,  and  next 
Godfrey. 

"At  that  time  all  the  crack  roach  fishermen 
used  single  hair  lines,  taper  quill  floats,  and  18in. 
strike.  But  1  fished  a  way  of  my  own.  I  tied  up 
some  hair  lines  5yds.  long,  and  fished  with  them, 
so  I  had  a  long  strike,  and  after  I  began  fishing 
with  them  I  was  never  beaten  on  the  Colne. 

"  I  had  an  order  to  fish  the  Government  water 
at  Enfield,  where  I  met  several  crack  Lea  fisher- 
men. 1  told  them  I  thought  I  should  get  some 
chub,  but  we  had  no  fish  between  us  up  to  dinner 
time.  I  started  again  and  promised  to  meet  them 
in  the  evening.  When  I  got  back  they  cried 
'  Where  are  the  chub  ?  '  and  having  done  nothing 
themselves  were  ready  to  bet  that  I  had  nothing 
too.  But  they  made  a  great  mistake,  for  to  their 
great  surprise  I  turned  out  of  my  basket  fish 
(chub)  weighing  respectively  41b.  4oz.,  31b.  lOoz., 
31b.  8oz.,  31b.,  and  lib." 

The  same  veteran  further  tells  how  on  one 
occasion,  by  delaying  a  vote,  he  saved  the  Fi-iendly 
Anglers  from  dissolving.  A  very  near  thing,  but 
perhaps  the  talisman  I  have  previously  referred  to 
averted  the  great  disaster. 

I  may  mention  that  the  fine  angler  from  whose 
letter  I  have  quoted  gave  the  name  to  a  famous 
roach  swim  at  West  Drayton,  which  was 
mentioned  by  GreviUe  Fennell  in  his  "  Rail  and 
the  Rod,"  and  the  swim  bears  the  same  name, 
"  York's  Hole,"  to  this  day.      J.  McDeemott. 


TREASURES  OP  THE  NEW  YORK 
AQUARIUM. 


The  Century  Magazine  for  August  contains, 
amongst  a  number  of  interesting  articles,  some 
account  of  the  New  York  Aquarium  and  its  finny 
inhabitants.  The  New  York  Aquarium  is  the  best 
in  the  world,  and  this  the  writer  of  the  article, 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Bristol,  who  is  Professor  of  Biology 
at  New  York  University,  attributes  to  the  fact 
that  New  York  is  situated  on  the  ocean's  edge. 
"  The  adjacent  coast,"  he  writes,  "  offers  peculiar 
advantages  for  supplying  the  aquarium  with 
abundant  material  for  exhibition,  and  not  less 
valuable  food  supplies,  as  well  as  with  an  un- 
limited amount  of  fresh  salt-water." 

The  aquarium,  which  is  situate  in  the  Castle 
Garden,  on  the  Battery,  at  the  lower  point  of  New 
York,  was  opened  to  the  public  in  December, 
1896,  and  the  attendance  between  that  date  and 
May  1  in  the  present  year,  which  has  exceeded  five 
and  a  half  millions,  shows  that  the  generosity  of 
the  municipality  of  New  York  has  been  well 
appreciated.  The  wall  tanks  are  so  arranged 
that  the  only  light  comes  in  from  behind  and 
above. 
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The  article,  which  is  well  worth  the  perusal  of 
all  and  everyone,  and  more  especially  of  any 
person  interested  in  fishes  and  fish  life,  is 
tastefully  illustrated  with  coloured  pictures  of 
the  building,  and  with  plates  depicting  some 
of  the  most  curious  and  brilliantly-coloured 
fish.  Every  possible  precaution  is  taken  to 
provide  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  sick  are  tended  with  a  care 
to  which  many  a  poor  man's  child  is  quite  a 
stranger.  But  enough.  For  further  information 
see  the  August  number  of  the  Century  Magazine, 
and  after  you  have  read  the  article  you  will  know 
a  good  deal  more  about  strange  fish  than  you  did 
before.  A.  H. 


AUGUST  CARP  FISHING  IN 
DEVONSHIRE. 


Round  Chagford  the  thunder  had  been  pealing. 
Only  a  few  days  before  a  sharp  flash  of  lightning 
had  killed  a  poor  young  fellow  at  a  farm  a  short 
distance  from  the  little  town,  and  he  had  been 
laid  to  rest  in  the  churchyard,  with  military 
honours,  by  his  volunteer  comrades. 

In  the  deep  Devonshire  lanes  it  was  very  hot 


Among  our  jovial  party  of  boys,  girls,  and  dogs 
was  a  youth  with  whom  I  foregathered  on  the 
way  back.  We  chatted  as  we  walked,  and 
among  other  things  we  talked  about  fish,  and  then 
I  learnt  that  at  Brad  mere  Pool  there  were  caip, 
that  the  friendly  youth  (on  whom  blessings  fall) 
had  permission  from  the  squire  to  fish  there,  and, 
furthermore,  that  he  would  be  delighted  to  make 
an  appointment  and  take  me. 

Accordingly,  two  days  after,  at  eight  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  we  met  in  Chagford-square  and 
started  for  Bradmere.  The  day  augured  well ; 
it  was  warm,  very  hot,  cloudy,  but  with  fitful 
sunshine. 

We  had  with  us  a  goodly  supply  of  paste,  made 
by  Miss  Perrott's  fair  hands,  with  honey,  new 
bread  crumbs,  and  plenty  of  cotton  wool  well 
intermingled.  Our  tackle  was  curious.  I  was 
armed  with  a  12  ft.  fly  rod  of  rather  stiff 
build,  lent  me  by  that  public  benefactor,  the 
aforesaid  Richard.  A  rod,  too,  with  a  past, 
for  it  had  accounted  for  many  a  peal  and 
salmon,  and  had  killed  the  Silb.  trout  whose 
gasping  effigy  can  still  be  seen  hanging  in  his 
little  oflice. 

Neither  myself  nor  my  friend  had  any  bottom 
fishing  tackle  except  one  of  Peek's  self-cocking 


in  extent,  and  about  400yds.  wide  in  the  widest 
part.  It  is  screened  aU  round  by  steep  banks 
covered  with  trees — oaks,  hollies,  and  a  few  pines. 
Underneath  the  trees  all  sorts  of  ferns  grow 
luxuriantly,  and  it  is  said  that  the  giant 
"  Osmundi  "  itself  is  to  be  found  on  the  margin 
of  the  lake.  There  is  a  ruined  boathoiise  at  one 
end,  but  no  signs  of  a  boat,  and  here  and  there  a 
bed  of  water-weeds. 

My  leader  conducted  me  along  the  left  bank 
till  he  arrived  by  devious  pathways  to  a  comfort- 
able level  spot,  with  a  bank  12in.  above  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  covered  with  moss  and  ferns, 
where  the  cleft  sticks  used  for  rod  supports 
showed  the  spots  favoured  by  the  angler. 

With  the  gentle  anticipatory  excitement  of  the 
angler  on  a  new  water  I  got  my  tackle  together 
and  looked  round.    On  our  left  was  a  bed  of  weed. 

The  water  was  smooth,  with  now  and  then  a 
ripple  as  the  breeze  swept  down  the  valley. 
Splash !  what  was  that  P  A  big  circle  in  the 
centre  of  the  pool,  and  a  vision  of  a  mighty  fluke 
of  a  tail  just  disappearing,  showed  that  there  were 
other  live  things  about  besides  ourselves,  and  that 
the  monsters  of  the  pool  were  priming,  and  at 
intervals  the  rolling  and  moving  of  the  fish  was 
general  all  over  the  pool. 

At  last  all  was  ready,  and  we  got  our  tackle  into 
the  water  at  the  same  time.  We  did  not  wait 
long  before  the  gentle  jogging  movement  of  my 
float  showed  me  that  a  carp  was  at  home,  and  that 
he  was  warily  sucking  my  honeyed  morsel,  and 
finding  it  to  his  taste.  Soon,  without  anything 
to  warrant  a  strike,  the  float  became  quiescent 
again,  and  I  drew  up  to  find  the  cotton  wool 
hanging  like  a  white  beard  from  the  hrook  with 
every  particle  of  the  paste  gone.  Suddenly  my 
neighboui-'s  float  moves  off  to  the  left,  and  then 
quietly  disappears.  He  strikes,  and  leads 
unwillingly  to  the  bank  a  plucky  little  fish  of  Alb., 
looking  very  handsome,  with  golden  bronze  sides 
and  dark  back,  as  he  lies  panting  on  the  moss. 
He  is  soon  put  back  to  grow  bigger,  none  the 
worse  for  his  adventure,  and  we  fish  on  in  silence 
for  two  hours — suck,  suck,  suck,  bait  gone  again 
— till  we  find  that  it  is  past  mid-day. 

Heigho  ! "  says  my  friend,  "  they  are  '  off  '  to- 
day ;  it  is  no  good  fishing  after  twelve ;  we  shall 
do  no  good  now  till  evening.  I  am  going  across 
the  pool  for  a  swim,"  and  soon  a  buff  figure  was 
to  be  seen  in  the  distance  enjoying  a  plunge.  I 
doggedly  resolve  to  fish  on,  and  find  they  are 
still  sucking  away  in  a  manner  that  would  give 
any  three- month-old  baby  "  a  hundred  yards  and 
a  beating."  Suddenly  without  any  warning  a 
change  comes  over  the  spii'it  of  my  dream,  my 
"  self-cocker  "  thrown  well  out  gently  disappears, 
and  as  I  joyfully  strike  the  welcome  "  chung " 
tells  me  I  am  well  into  something.  My  fly  rod 
bends  double,  off  goes  the  line  with  a  run  that 
tells  a  plucky  fish.  He  makes  for  the  lily  bed.  I 
manage  to  turn  him  just  in  time,  then  he  alters 
his  mind  and  rushes  for  the  middle  of  the  pool, 
but  he  does  not  get  there.  The  line  and  cast  hold 
well,  the  rod  is  a  strong  and  springy  one,  soon  he 
shows  at  the  top,  and  makes  the  water  boil ;  a 
few  more  struggles  and  I  recover  the  line.  I  kick 
the  net  nearer  the  bank  with  my  foot.  Off  he 
runs  again,  not  beaten  yet,  but  his  range  is  getting 
shorter  and  shorter,  and  soon  I  get  the  little  trout- 
net  under  him,  and  he  lies  upon  the  bank,  a  fine, 
handsome,  broad-backed  fish  in  good  condition. 
I  think  he  is  nearly  61b.  as  he  lies  there,  but  my 
delight  exaggerates  his  avoirdupois,  and  the 
sternly  impartial  scale  shows  51b.  and  no  more. 
But  that  is  good  enough,  and  my  companion,  who 
has  seen  the  fight  from  the  other  side,  slips  on 
his  clothes  and  hurries  back  as  pleased  as  I  am. 

I  bait  up  again,  and  my  companion,  with  regret 
in  his  eye,  leaves  me  to  keep  an  appointment, 
promising  to  come  back  in  the  evening. 

Strange  to  say  the  fish  are  still  there,  and  in 
spite  of  the  turmoil  in  landing  number  one,  in 
less  than  half  an  hour  I  have  hold  of  another  fish 
that  fights  pluckily  and  turns  the  scale  at  31b. 
Then  a  little  chap  of  ^Ib.  takes  the  bait ;  after 
that  the  quiet  sinking  of  the  float  heralds  a  fight 
with  one  of  the  gamest  fish  I  have  yet  interviewed. 
On  striking,  he  came  in  quietly  till  within  6ft.  of 
the  bank,  then,  without  warning,  he  ran  out  25yds. 
of  line  so  quickly  that  my  finger  was  cut  as  I  tried 
to  check  it.  On  getting  him  back  he  tm-ned  head 
over  heels  several  times  with  the  desire  to  break 
the  gilt,  and,  though  only  weighing  .'J^lb.,  fought 
a  better  fight  than  the  51b.  fish.    Then  came  a 


The  Spinsters'  Rock. 


and  close,  and  though  out  on  the  moors  the  cool 
bracing  air  soon  brought  back  the  nerves  to 
concert  pitch,  yet  it  was  hard  fishing,  and  poor 
fishing,  on  the  Teign,  and  not  the  time  at  all  for 
successful  trouting.  "  August,  I  reckon,"  said 
Richard  Perrott,  a  worthy  son  of  a  worthy  father, 
as  he  sat  fly  tying  in  the  little  room  in  Chagford- 
square,  so  well  known  to  visitors,  "  is  the  worst 
month  of  the  lot  for  Dartmoor  fishing." 

It  all  happened  like  this.  We  were  a  party  one 
day,  bound  for  Cranmere  Pool,  that  mysterious 
spot  in  the  centre  of  the  moor,  where  all  is  wild 
and  desolate,  and  which  so  few  people  find  with- 
out a  guide.  We  drove  across  the  moor  to 
Teignhead,  and  from  the  shepherd's  solitary 
cottage  we  breasted  the  hills  and  made  our  way 
as  best  we  could,  jumping  from  tussock  to 
tussock,  across  the  bogs  of  Whitehorse  Hill,  till 
we  found  among  the  rolling  ridges  the  waterless 
depression  dignified  by  the  title  of  Cranmere. 

It  is  marked  by  a  cairn  of  peat  carrying  a  jar, 
into  which  you  drop  your  card  (after  removing 
the  leaden  cover)  to  prove  to  the  unbelieving 
world  that  you,  too,  must  be  numbered  among  the 
explorers  of  the  pathless  desert. 


floats,  a  cast  or  two,  and  some  No.  6  crystal 
bend  hooks. 

The  day  looked  doubtful,  so  my  outfit  included 
a  macintosh,  a  good  sized  fishing  basket,  con- 
taining the  harmless  necessary  luncheon,  and  so 
equipped  we  padded  the  hoof  through  the  hot  and 
lovely  Devonshire  lanes,  the  three  and  a  half  miles 
to  Bradmere  Pool. 

Never  shall  I  forget  the  heat  of  that  journey. 
No  air  was  stirring,  the  roads  were  typically 
hilly,  like  all  the  surroundings  of  Dartmoor,  and 
rough  with  loose  stones,  such  as  the  Devonian 
throws  down  upon  his  bye-road  and  trusts  to 
Providence  and  his  own  cartwheels  to  grind  into 
a  walkablo  surface. 

But  my  sufferings  came  to  an  end.  We  tui-ned 
off  into  a  narrow  lane,  passed  through  a  gate, 
and  saw  the  pool,  lying  cool  and  quiet  in  the 
hollow,  surrounded  by  a  belt  of  fine  trees.  After 
our  long,  weary  walk  it  looked  delicious,  and  is, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  one  of  the  most  charmingly 
situated  pools  that  it  might  ever  be  my  lot  to 
see.  It  is  said  in  guide  books  to  have  its  origin 
in  a  drowned-out  tin  mine,  but  there  is  nothing 
whatever  to  suggest  this.   It  is  about  three  acres 
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-Ub.  carplet  (returned,  of  course),  then  some  fun 
with  a  231b.  fish,  so  that  by  the  time  my  friend 
returned  I  had  some  nice  fish  waiting  his  inspec- 
tion. After  tea  time  sport  was  not  so  good ;  a 
Alb.  fish  on  my  line  was  followed  by  a  ^Ih.  on  that 
of  my  companion ;  a  small  one  again,  and  then, 
with  a  bit  of  a  struggle,  he  landed  a  If  lb.  carp, 
showing  as  much  fight  as  a  31b.  chub. 

Then  I  struck  a  fish  that  made  for  the  weeds, 
but  as  I  was  turning  him  the  line  came  back  with 
the  cotton  wool  hanging  to  the  hook  like  the 
beard  of  a  toy  Father  Christmas.  Touched  lightly, 
he  had  broken  away. 

Sport  being  now  quieter,  I  thought  I  would 
inspect  the  Drewsteignton  Cromlech,  known  as 
the  Spinsters'  Rock,  which  stands  in  a  field  close 
to  the  head  of  the  pool,  hidden  from  the  lane  by  a 
thick  bank  and  hedge.  I  found  it  after  a  little 
trouble.  It  is  interesting  as  the  only  complete 
cromlech  standing  in  Devonshire,  and  consists  of 
three  upright  stones  with  an  enormous  slab, 
weighing  many  tons,  resting  on  top. 

After  standing  perhaps  2000  years,  in  1862  it 
fell,  owing  to  one  of  the  supports  giving  way ; 
but  it  was  not  allowed  to  remain  prone.  Mrs. 
Briggs,  who  owned  the  estate,  had  sufficient 
public  spirit  to  raise  it  again,  and  the  work  was 
superintended  by  the  rector. 

The  story  goes  that  the  cromlech  was  originally 
erected  by  three  sisters  before  breakfast ;  but, 
alas  !  for  the  degeneracy  of  modern  muscle,  what 
had  pi'eviously  been  done  by  three  ladies,  and 
fasting,  too,  now  could  not  be  performed  without 
pulleys,  chains,  screw-jack,  and  "a  powerful 
crab." 

The  cromlech  is  now  ready  to  stand  a  few  more 
thousand  years  if  necessary,  and  reminds  one 
much  of  Kits  Coty  House,  the  Kentish  Cromlech, 
standing  on  the  chalk  hills  above  the  Medway, 
near  Aylesford. 

The  appended  photo,  taken  by  Mr.  Blampey,  of 
Asburton,  will  give  a  good  idea  of  the  Spinsters' 
Rock. 

On  my  return  I  found  my  friend  had  taken  two 
more  carp,  one  weighing  nearly  21b.,  and,  as  the 
evening  was  closing  in,  we  put  our  tackle  up,  and 
slinging  the  fish  in  the  bath  towel,  luckily  avail- 
able, we  attached  it  to  the  rod  and  started  to 
trudge  back  again  to  the  Moor  Park  Hotel,  where 
the  size  and  number  of  the  fish  caused  some 
surprise  among  the  trouting  habitues  of  the  place. 

Peescott  Row. 


DAPIiNG  FOR  CHUB. 


MAINLT  REMINISCENT. 

Saith  our  dear  old  mentor,  "  Piscator,"  con- 
cerning chub  :  "  He  is  objected  against  not  only 
for  being  full  of  small  forked  bones  dispersed 
through  his  body,  but  that  he  eats  waterish, 
and  that  the  flesh  of  him  is  not  firm,  but  short 
and  tasteless."  Then,  in  the  kindliness  of  his 
heart,  he  goes  on  to  describe  several  ways  of 
cooking,  whereby  this  ill-esteemed  fish  may  be 
redeemed  from  obloquy.  How  he  may  taste  I 
know  not,  for  I  have  always  given  him  to  the 
nearest  well-conducted  cat ;  but  that  he  affords 
excellent  sport,  especially  when  fished  for  in  a 
certain  way,  I  strenuously  avow.  And  what  asks 
the  angler  more  ?  Good  old  Izaak  informs  his 
scholar  :  "  You  are  to  note  that  in  March  and 
April  he  is  usually  taken  with  worms ;  in  May, 
June,  and  July  he  will  bite  at  any  fly,  or  at 
cherries,  or  at  beetles  with  their  legs  and  wings 
cut  off,  or  at  any  kind  of  snail,  or  at  the  black  bee 
that  breeds  in  clay  walls.  And  he  never  refuses 
a  grasshopper  on  the  top  of  a  swift  stream,  nor, 
at  the  bottom,  the  young  humble-bee  that  breeds 
in  long  grass,  and  is  ordinarily  found  by  the 
mower  of  it.  In  August  and  the  cooler  months  a 
yellow  paste  made  of  the  strongest  cheese,  and 
pounded  in  a  mortar  with  a  little  butter  and 
saffron,  so  much  of  it  as,  being  beaten  small,  will 
turn  it  to  a  lemon  colour.  .  .  .  He  will  bite 
also  at  a  minnow  or  penk,  as  a  trout  will,  of  which 
I  will  tell  you  more  hereafter,  and  of  divers  other 
baits."  Surely  a  fish  so  generally  accommodating 
and  kindly  disposed  towards  the  angler  deserves 
well  of  all  who  go  a-fishing,  and  such  a  small 
matter  as  his  non-edible  character  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  to  prejudice  him  in  the  eyes  of  any 
reasonable  person. 

Seeing  that  we  live  in  the  days  of  an  annual 
close  season — in  which  old  Izaak  would  have 


rejoiced,  for  he  truly  loved  the  fish  that  gave  him 
sport — we  may  leave  out  of  account  some  portion 
of  his  advice  to  his  "  scholar  " ;  and,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  special  charm  in  daping,  dapeing, 
dibbling — call  it  what  you  like — and,  furthermore, 
as  the  hot  days  of  the  summer  and  autumn  are 
the  best  for  that  mode  of  fishing,  we  will  confine 
ourselves  to  that  same. 

The  author  of  that  absurd  but  delightful  book, 
"  Happy  Thoughts,"  has  a  chapter  on  Thames 
fishing,  in  which  he  introduces  an  enthusiast,  of 
whom  he  says : 

"  He  dibbles  by  day,  and  sniggles  by  night." 

And  in  another  of  his  funny  books,  which  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  an  audacious  parody, 
albeit  a  very  good-humoured  one,  on  our  old 
friend  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  he  returns  to 
"  dibbling  "  in  right  merry  strain,  talking  sensibly 
the  while,  however.  "  As  to  the  chub  which  we 
are  now  to  catch  note  that  as  you  catch  a  chub  to 
dress  him  afterwards,  so  you  must  first  dress 
yourself  to  catch  a  chub.  Tou  must  then  be 
attired  in  a  sad-coloured  suit,  with  a  hat,  shoes, 
and  veil  of  the  same  hue,  for  a  chub  is  the  fear- 
fullest  of  fishes,"  which  is  quite  of  a  piece  with 
Walton's  directions  in  the  more  serious  treatise, 
of  which  Bxirnand's  book  is  a  travesty,  for,  says 
he  :  "  If  you  fish  for  him  on  the  top,  with  a  beetle 
or  any  fly,  then  be  sure  to  let  your  line  be  very 
long,  and  to  keep  out  of  sight."  To  do  that  latter 
is  a  sine  qua  non  with  the  man  who  would  dap  or 
dibble  successfully  for  chub,  for  not  even  the  shy 
trout  is  more  quick  to  discern  the  angler's 
presence,  and  to  retire  to  his  lair,  proof  against 
all  blandishments  on  the  part  of  a  visible  fisher- 
man. 

Probably  every  angler  owes  much  of  his  fond- 
ness for  special  forms  of  fishing  more  or  less  to 
accident.  For  my  own  part  I  became  initiated 
into  the  mysteries  of  daping  for  chub  in  an  idle 
hour  and  quite  by  chance.  So  many  years  ago 
that  I  have  lost  count — and  have  no  desire  to 
reckon  up  the  actual  number — I  was  lazily 
leaning  on  the  parapet  of  a  rustic  bridge  which 
spanned  a  humble  tributary  of  a  well-known  river 
in  the  Midlands.  Suddenly  I  saw  come  to  the 
surface  of  the  stream,  with  slowly-moving  fins,  a 
huge  fish  which  must  have  weighed  half  a  dozen 
pounds  at  least — well,  allowing  for  youthful 
enthusiasm  and  a  sympathetic  memory,  say  four 
pounds.  I  won't  take  off  another  ounce  for  anybody. 
Deliberately  the  giant  sucked  in  some  floating 
morsel,  gave  a  curl  which  made  a  great  swirl  on 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  slowly  sank  from 
sight  again. 

Putting  together  what  I  had  heard  and  read 
I  concluded  that  it  must  be  a  chub,  and,  with  a 
hazy  recollection  of  methods  of  fishing  for  chub, 
with  which  I  had  been  made  acquainted  by  hear- 
say only,  I  hurried  to  a  neighbouring  farm  to 
borrow  tackle  and  to  lay  in  wait  for  the  monster's 
downfall.  A  rod  of  a  sort  was  speedily  forth- 
coming, and  a  hurried  visit  to  the  garden,  full  of 
flowers,  put  me  in  possession  of  a  couple  of 
humble  bees  ("  bumble  bees "  in  the  north, 
•'  dumbledores "  in  the  south),  the  capture  of 
which  painfuUy  reminded  me  of  the  old  saying 
concerning  bees  and  nettles,  that  "they  don't 
sting  this  month."  Perhaps  they  do  not  sting 
the  month,  but  they  do  an  unwary  person's  hand, 
as  I  found  that  day  to  my  cost. 

Hastily  putting  up  rod  and  line  and  impaling 
one  of  the  "  dumbledores "  on  the  hook,  in  a 
manner  to  hurt  him  little  and  injure  him  scarcely 
at  all,  I  peered  cautiously  over  the  bridge,  on  the 
watch  for  my  prey.  There  he  was,  just  rising  for 
another  fly,  or  a  look  round.  Gently  casting  the 
bee,  aiming  to  drop  it  just  in  front  of  him,  I  let 
it  settle  on  the  water.  Ah !  missed  him  by  a 
foot.  The  bait  drops  behind  him  and  he  takes  no 
notice  of  it.  But  as  I  am  about  to  quietly  lift  it 
and  try  another  cast — can  I  believe  my  eyes  ? — 
up  comes  another,  and  even  lai'ger  fish,  rising 
directly  at  the  struggling  lure  which  had  been 
intended  for  his  mate.  Such  a  smacking  of 
leathery  lips,  and,  if  a  vulgarism  of  that  day  may 
be  \permitted,  such  a  "  suck  in  "  for  both  bee  and 
fish. 

What  followed  any  angler  can  imagine.  Below 
the  bridge  on  the  one  side  the  stream  widened 
out  into  a  bay  that  formed  a  drinking  place 
for  cattle — deep  In  the  centre  and  shallow  at  the 
sides — while  on  the  other  side  the  bank  was  high 
and  steep,  then  it  rippled  off  over  spreading 
shallows.    Up  and  down  went  my  captive,  tug- 


ging like  mad,  and  whether  he  or  I  was  the 
more  firmly  "  held "  it  would  be  difficult  to 
determine.  I  had  never  played  a  fish  before, 
and  it  was  more  by  good  luck  than  management 
that  I  kept  him  on  for  a  delirious  five  minutes. 
But  keep  him  on  I  did  until  he  began  to  be  mani- 
festly exhausted.  But  I  could  not  get  down 
round  the  long  projecting  wall  of  the  bridge, 
lengthened  into  the  meadow  in  view  of  flood- 
time,  so  I  did  what  a  tyro  was  pretty  sure  to  do, 
that  being  the  most  foolish  thing  possible — I 
tried  to  lift  him  out.  Result — what  might  have 
been  expected — I  lost  the  biggest  chub  I  ever 
hooked  or  expect  to  hook. 

Five  minutes  later,  while  I  was  dejectedly 
gazing  on  the  hole  which  contained  my  chub — 
my  own,  but  never  to  be  possessed — a  farm 
labourer  came  along,  and  into  his  sympathetic 
ear  I  poured  my  tale  of  woe.  "  Ah,  mister," 
said  he,  "  yeou  shud  a  picked  a  good  'andful  o' 
that  long  grass  and  a  chucked  it  awver  'im 
when  you'd  a  drawed  'im  to  the  side,  then  he'd 
a  kep'  stiU  till  you  got  down  to  the  bank."  I 
have  many  times  tried  that  dodge  since  when  I 
have  been  without  a  landing-net,  and  I  com- 
mend it  to  others.  But  the  tip  came  too  late  for 
the  landing  of  the  giant.  He  got  a  yard  of 
gut,  an  excellent  hook,  and  a  really  first-class 
"  dumbledore,"  and  I  got  a  lasting  knowledge  of 
liow  not  to  do  it ;  but  from  that  day  onwards  I 
was  a  daper.  Not  a  bit  "  dapper  "  in  the  ordinary 
sense  am  I — quite  the  rotund  and  bohemian 
reverse,  alas  ! — but  a  daper  for  chub  I  have  been 
and  am. 

The  best  sport  in  this  line  that  I  ever  enjoyed 
was  in  a  smaU  stream  in  Bedfordshire.  How  far 
that  stream  ran  in  its  sinuous  course  through  the 
three  fields  to  which  I  had  access  I  should  not 
like  to  venture  to  say.  It  was  the  most  winding 
stream  I  ever  saw,  consequently  sharp  bends  and 
deep  holes  were  numerous.  Every  hole  was  full 
of  chub,  and,  as  the  banks  were  thickly  overgrown 
with  bushes,  it  was  easy  to  approach  unobserved 
and  to  keep  out  of  sight  while  fishing.  Cautiously 
projecting  my  rod  over  the  bushes,  and  gently 
dropping  my  "  dumbledore  " — for  I  always  stuck 
to  my  first  love  in  the  matter  of  bait,  though  I 
handled  it  carefully — watching  it  closely  as  it 
neared  the  water,  and  striking  immediately  a 
rise  occurred,  I  used  to  have  rare  sport.  I  never 
hooked  a  chub  there  more  than  fib.  in  weight, 
and,  as  I  always  used  pretty  strong  gut,  I  was 
able  to  lift  my  fish  over  the  bushes. 

On  a  warm  evening,  or  even  at  the  height  of  a 
hot  afternoon,  there  are  few  forms  of  fishing 
more  interesting  and  even  exciting  than  daping 
for  chub.  As  this  mode  of  angling  can  generally 
be  carried  on  most  successfully  where  trees  or 
thick  bushes  overhang  the  stream,  and  as  a  long 
free  line  is  apt  to  catch  up  in  a  manner  equally 
inimical  to  successful  fishing  and  the  maintenance 
of  a  calm  temper,  it  is  advisable  to  wind  the  line 
round  the  tip  of  the  rod,  and,  having  thrust  the 
rod  through  the  tree  or  over  the  bush,  to  unwind 
the  line  by  turning  the  rod  round  in  the  hand,  and 
so  let  the  bait  fall  on  the  water.  The  lure — bee, 
grasshopper,  beetle,  or  what  not — should  alight 
as  natm-ally  as  possible.  It  is  well  (if  using  a 
bee)  to  dangle  it  a  little  near  the  surface,  to  with- 
draw it  a  trifle,  to  give  it  (whatever  it  may  bei  a 
quivering  action  on  the  water  if  it  does  not 
"  scriggle "  enough  of  its  own  accord,  and 
generally  to  cause  the  bait  to  assume  as 
attractive  an  appearance  as  possible. 

To  hook  fish  thus  is  easy  enough,  to  land  them 
under  the  circumstances  is  another  matter.  But 
the  difficult  things  of  life  are  always  best  worth 
doing,  with  which  consideration  the  daper  for 
chub  may  philosophically  console  himself  when 
fast  in  a  big  one,  with  no  one  near  to  assist  him 
with  the  net.  Darby  Stafford. 


A  MEMORABLE  DAY. 


Some  thirty-three  yeai's  ago  a  small  fishing 
club,  in  fact  one  of  the  first  that  was  formed  in 
Leeds,  was  held  at  an  inn  situated  in  Lowerhead- 
row  in  that  city,  Its  title  being  the  Marquis  of 
Granby.  The  members  established  an  annual 
fishing  match,  which  ever  since  has  been  held  at 
one  place,  viz.,  Skipton  Bridge,  on  the  river 
Swale,  a  small  village  not  far  distant  from  Thii-sk. 
This  match  was  open  to  all  England,  the  total 
value  of  the  prizes  amounting  to  £25.    For  very 
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many  years  the  gathering  was  a  very  popular  one, 
the  entries  sometimes  being  about  400,  but  latterly 
there  has  been  a  gi-eat  falling  off  in  the  numbers, 
and  it  was  seriously  thought  of  abandoning  the 
affair.  Last  year  Mr.  Fred  Hammill,  the  land- 
lord of  the  "  Anglers'  Rest,"  at  Topcliffe,  took  the 
matter  in  hand,  but  he  sustained  a  loss,  so  this 
year  the  question  was  asked  who  was  going  to 
guarantee  the  prize  money.  Mr.  Philemon  M. 
Slater,  president  of  the  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers,  Mr.  Wm. 
Gaines  Eoyston  (ex-president),  and  Mr.  E.  Percy 
Royston  (treasurer),  thinking  that  it  was  a  pity  to 
allow  such  an  old-established  match  to  fall 
through,  guaranteed  the  money,  and  the  affair 
came  off  as  usual  on  August  Bank  Holiday. 

The  morning  was  bright  and  fine,  so  there  was 
a  gathering  of  about  a  couple  of  hundred  anglers 
assembled  together  at  the  Leeds  New  Station, 
and  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half  they  arrived  at 
Baldersby,  a  little  wayside  station  situated  a 
couple  of  miles  from  the  scene  of  action.  The 
procession  winding  up  the  hill  leading  from  the 
station  looked  very  picturesque,  and  made  one  wish 
for  a  camera  in  order  to  take  a  snap-shot.  No  time 
was  lost  on  arrival,  and  in  the  short  space  of  an 
hour  the  entries,  numbering  116,  were  made,  the 
tickets  drawn,  and  the  anglers   dispatched  to 
their  respective  pegs.  Mine  was  No.  206,  and  was 
only  about  300  yards  from  the  bridge  where  the 
draw  took  place.   The  match  commenced  at 
eleven  o'clock,  and  terminated  at  four ;  the  water 
was  coloured,  but  just  about  right  height,  and 
prospects  looked  good  at  the  onset,  but  for  aU 
that  the  fates  were  against  us ;  the  sky  began  to 
look  threatening  soon  after  the  commencement, 
and  about  twelve  o'clock  big  drops  came  pattering 
down  on  the  water,  but  of  course  we  could  not 
leave  our  pegs,  and  had  to  stick  to  our  guns.  At 
2.30  I  was  soaked  through,  and,  not  having  had  a 
bite,  I  reeled  up  and  made  for  the  refreshment 
tent,  there  being  no  inn  in  the  village.   Here  I 
found  a  goodly  number  of  competitors  who,  like 
myself,  had  had  enough  of  it.    Inside  the  tent  was 
nearly  as  bad  as  it  was  outside,  but  there  was 
nowhere  else  to  go.    After  four  o'clock  those  who 
had  caught  fish  began  to  drop  in,  and  grand 
objects  some  of  them  were,  not  having  brought 
their  waterproofs,  but  all  appeared  fairly  happy, 
even  under  such  adverse  circumstances.  The 
first  prize  (£8)  was  taken  by  Mr.  E.  Bazley,  of 
Leeds,  with  31b.  llf  oz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Pickard, 
Otley,  21b.  lOfoz. ;  third,  Mr.  Jno.  Pickersgill, 
Leeds,  21b.  6foz.    The  smallest  weight  taking  a 
prize  was  13oz. 

I  have  fished  on  some  wet  days  during  my 
time,  but  I  cannot  recollect  a  more  miserable 
day.  The  rain  literally  came  down  in  torrents, 
and  the  wind  drove  it  into  every  part  of  your 
clothing.  And  then  came  the  homeward  journey. 
Conveyances  were  not  plentiful,  and  those  who 
could  not  be  accommodated  had  to  face  the 
elements  and  walk  the  two  miles  to  the  station. 
After  we  entered  the  train  a  violent  thunder- 
storm came  on,  the  lightning  being  exceedingly 
vivid.  When  we  reached  Leeds  it  was  pouring 
down  as  fast  as  ever.  I  made  tracks  home  as 
soon  as  possible,  after  calling  in  at  our  old  friend 
Royston's  to  get  something  to  keep  out  the  cold. 
It  will  be  a  very  long  time  before  the  August 
Bank  Holiday  of  1900  will  fade  from  my 
memory.  Days  of  Tore. 


WELSH  TROUTING. 


Mr.  Westall  Ramsbottom,  the  well-known 
fishing  tackle-maker  of  Liverpool,  and  a  friend 
had  four  days'  fishing  on  the  Dysynni  at  Bryn 
Crug  last  week,  and  took  with  the  Hawthorn 
Black,  Wickham's  Fancy,  and  Devon  no  less  than 
ninety-eight  sea  and  brown  trout,  weighing  in 
the  aggregate  about  801b.  This  is  a  record  take 
for  this  river.  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  who  has  fished 
this  little-known  river — also  the  Dovey — for  some 
years,  and  knows  j  ast  what  is  wanted  in  the  way 
of  tackle,  &c.,  will  be  very  pleased  to  give  any 
information  to  intending  visitors.  This  take  will 
excite  the  ambition  of  many  of  our  readers,  and 
we  hope,  should  they  cast  their  lines  in  the  waters 
of  the  Dysynni,  that  they  may  be  equally 
favoured  by  fortune.  It  is,  of  course,  quite 
unnecessary  for  us  to  say  that  Mr.  WestaU 
Ramsbottom  is  the  well-known  North-Country 
authority  on  Salmon  fishing,  &c. 


A  RENOVATED  THAMES. 


Before  the  opening  of  the  next  summer 
season  the  Thames  is  to  be  subjected  to  an  ex- 
tensive scheme  of  improvement,  which  will  con- 
siderably enhance  its  value  and  usefulness  as  a 
resort  for  anglers  and  oarsmen.  For  some  time 
past  the  upper  reaches,  particularly  between 
Lechlade  and  Henley,  have,  through  lack  of 
proper  attention,  fallen  into  a  very  weedy  con- 
dition, the  result  being  that  many  one  time  good 
swims  have  been  rendered  unfishable,  while  boat- 
ing has  developed  into  a  toil  rather  than  a 
pleasure.  Only  as  recently  as  last  month  the 
Oxford  Regatta  was  almost  entirely  spoiled 
through  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  com- 
petitors taking  part  in  the  different  events  on  the 
programme  to  force  their  way  through  the  dense 
aquatic  growths.  Nearer  London,  where  the 
river  traffic  is  heavy  and  the  water  weeds  are  able 
to  make  only  a  comparatively  small  headway,  the 
condition  of  the  river  is  faii'ly  good,  but  above 
Oxford,  where  boats  resemble  angels'  visits  by 
being  few  and  far  between,  the  aquatic  vegetation 
with  nothing  to  check  it  has  flourished  apace, 
and  has  become  a  source  of  continual  complaint 
fi'om  the  camping  parties  who  have  essayed  the 
passage  of  the  upper  reaches. 

Unfortunately  for  the  welfare  of  our  national 
river,  it  is  divided  by  Act  of  Parliament  into  two 
sections — the  upper  and  the  lower.    The  latter, 
with  the  large  amount  of  money  which  is  received 
annually  by  the  conservators  from  dockyard 
dues,   shipping  charges,    and    other  lucrative 
sources,  is  very  rich  ;  whereas  the  other  is,  to  use 
a  homely  but  expressive  phrase,  over  head  and 
ears  in  debt.    From  Staines  onwards  the  control 
of  the    river    in    regard    to    dredging,  weed 
cutting,  and  cognate  matters  is  vested  in  the 
Thames  Valley  Commissioners,  who  form  an 
integral  portion  of  the  Board  of  Conservators, 
and  who,  on  account  of  the  expenditure  they 
have  to  incur  in  maintaining  the  river  in  some 
approach  to  an  efficient  condition  as  a  highway, 
have  an  exceedingly  difficult  task  when  each 
financial  year  comes  round  to  make  their  income, 
which  is  principally  derived  from  the  water  com- 
panies, balance  with  their  liabilities.  According 
to  the  evidence  given  recently  before  the  Royal 
Commission,  who  sat  at  the  House  of  Commons 
to  consider  the  question  of  the  London  water 
supply,  the  companies  do  not  pay  for  what  they 
actually  take  from  the  Thames,  but  for  what  they 
say  they  take,  a  very  happy  state  of  things  so  far 
as  their  respective  shareholders  are  concerned, 
but  one  which,  on  account  of  the  reduction  in  the 
volume  of  the  Thames,  has  proved  highly  detri- 
mental for  several  seasons  to  both  the  boating 
and  angling  interests,  and  which,  if  allowed  to  go 
on  unchecked,  promises  before  long  to  convert  the 
Thames  during  the  summer  months  into  a  series 
of  stagnant  lagoons.    It  is,  therefore,  devoutly  to 
be  hoped  that,  as  the  powers  that  be  are  badly  in 
need  of  funds,  the  water  companies  may  in  future 
be  compelled  to  pay  for  their  supplies  on  an 
equitable  instead  of  on  a  fancy  basis.   One  reason 
why  the  upper  river  is  so  heavily  loaded  with 
debt  is  the  large  expenditure  entailed  a  few 
years    ago    by    its   renovation    and  improve- 
ment.    No    less    a    sum    than    £70,000  was 
spent    in    making    and    repairing    locks,  and 
in  carrying  out  other  necessary  works.  This 
debt  is  still  unpaid,  and  is  likely  to  remain  so. 
As  a  case  in  point,  the  new  lock  at  Shifford  cost 
£6000,  while  the  annual  income  accruing  from  it, 
reckoning  the  £6000  at  4  per  cent.,  amounts  to 
about  £8;  another  £60  being  required  for  the 
payment  of  the  lock-keeper  and  maintenance,  so 
that  the  conservators  at  this  one  place  alone  have 
to  meet  a  loss  of  nearly  £300  per  annum. 
Similarly  the  locks  at  Abingdon,  Sandford,  and 
Iffley,  where  a  good  deal  of  boating  goes  on,  do 
not  produce,  at  the  outside,  more  than  10s.  or 
12s.  a  week  when  the  interest  on  capital  comes  to 
be  reckoned  up.    On  the  other  hand,  it  must  be 
confessed  that  while  the  work  which  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  up  river  commissioners  has 
been  very  badly  done  in  some  directions,  in  others 
it  has  been  of  material  benefit  to  the  properties 
immediately  adjacent  to   or  abutting  on  the 
Thames.    Dredging,  for  instance,  has  been  done 
in  the  most  reckless  and  unsatisfactory  manner. 
Valuable  ballast  has  been  almost  given  away,  and 
no  restrictions  have  been  placed  on  the  dredgers 


as  to  the  portions  of  a  reach  they  might  operate 
on.  In  fact,  so  thoroughly  did  some  of  these 
people  scoop  out  the  bed  of  the  river  near  Osney 
that  they  took  away  all  the  protecting  gravel 
from  the  piers  of  Osney  Bridge,  the  result 
being  that  one  morning,  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
yeai-s  ago,  the  north  side  suddenly  collapsed,  and 
caused  the  drowning  of  one  or  two  people  who 
were  at  the  moment  crossing  over  into  Oxford. 
The  deep  holes  which  have  been  thus  left  at 
different  points  are  a  source  of  unending  danger 
to  inexperienced  puntsmen,  and  there  is  also  no 
question  that  nearly  every  strip  of  gravel  along 
the  upper  river,  which  might  be  used  as  a  "  redd" 
in  the  event  of  the  Thames  again  becoming  a 
salmon  stream,  is  entirely  spoiled  and  useless  for 
that  purpose.  On  the  other  hand,  land,  through 
the  prevention  of  the  heavy  floods  which  formerly 
prevailed  along  the  Thames  valley,  has  greatly 
enhanced  in  value  along  the  whole  of  its  length, 
from  Cricklade  downwards.  Taking  all  things 
into  consideration,  it  is,  therefore,  satisfactory  to 
learn  that  the  lower  body  (who  need  a  good  deal 
of  persuasion  before  they  wiU  move)  have  decided 
to  assist  their  up-river  colleagues  with  sufficient 
funds  to  enable  them  to  effect  the  improvements 
which  are  so  badly  needed  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion. A  Veteran. 


SKEEVIT  "  VEB8US  MIDGES, 
MOSQUITOES,  &c. 


Everybody  knows  Stephens'  Inks,  and  most 
anglers  use  them  not  only  for  writing  with  but  for 
staining  their  gut  lines.  It  appears  that  in  the 
course  of  his  experiments  Mr.  Stephens  has 
discovered  an  admirable  and  quite  pleasant 
preventive  for  the  bites  of  midges,  mosquitoes, 
&c.  "We  wrote  to  him  for  a  few  particulars,  and 
he  says  : 

"  Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  favour  of  2nd  j 
inst.  re  preventives  for  the  bites  of  midges,  mos-  ] 
quitoes,  &c.,  I  am  quite  aware  that  there  are  many  ■ 
preventives  suggested,  but  I  am  certain  that  if 
the  '  Skeevit,'  as  issued  by  me,  is  used  in  the  way 
directed,  viz.,  applied  freely  on  the  skin  wherever 
exposed  to  the  bites  of  insects,  and  the  applications 
renewed  from  time  to  time,  no  insect  whatever 
will  bite  a  person  so  protected.    I  have  every 
confidence  in  this  preparation,  having  used  it 
myself  for  a  number  of  years  before  commencing 
its  sale,  and  the  orders  received  for  it  now  are 
chiefly  from  people  who  have  used  it  in  previous 
seasons. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

"Henry  C.  Stephens. 

"  Aldersgate-street,  London." 

This  new  preparation  is  stocked  by  the  best 
chemists,  and  it  certainly  should  be  tried  by  all 
those  who  are  tortured  by  midges,  flies,  mosquitoes, 
&c.  We  understand  it  is  also  a  cure  for  prickly 
heat. 


A  FEW  NOTES  ON  SEVERN 
FISHING. 


Anglers  are  seldom  found  who,  when  visiting 
strange  waters  for  a  brief  period,  are  not  pleased 
to  meet  with  someone  able  to  give  them  some 
ideas  as  to  baits,  swims,  &c.,  in  the  locality  he 
intends  fishing.  No  matter  how  clever  one  may 
be  on  his  own  streams  in  catching  large  numbers 
of  fish,  it  requires  considerable  time  for  him  to 
learn  all  the  ins  and  outs  of  other  places.  To 
obtain  the  heaviest  baskets  on  the  Severn  the 
angler  requires  to  be  ready  with  tackle  for  both 
fly  and  bottom  fishing,  and,  in  fact,  I  have  on 
some  occasions  wound  up  with  a  pike  or  two  by 
spinning  with  natural  bait  in  the  same  swim  from 
which  I  had  been  landing  roach  the  day  through. 
Recently,  when  in  pursuit  of  these  latter  fish, 
splendid  creels  were  made  at  Preston  Boats  day 
after  day  for  a  week.  During  the  next  visit  or 
two  very  few  were  caught,  the  small  fish  nearer  to 
the  surface  being  visibly  pursued  by  a  large 
hungry  pike,  whilst  near  to  the  opposite  bank, 
within  a  distance  of  100yds.  of  each  other,  a 
couple  of  salmon  were  continually  leaping,  but 
the  rapid  rise  of  the  river  wiU  have  given  them 
the  opportunity  of  travelling  on  down  to  the  sea. 
Trout  appear  to  get  scarcer  every  year,  although 
a  few  old  cannibals  are  to  be  seen  at  certain 
spots  playing  havoc  among  the  small  fry,  but  all 
the  efforts  made  to  catch  one  of  them,  in  a 
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legitimate  manner,  ended  in  failure.  Shortly 
after  the  season  opened  quite  a  decent  number  of 
"  lusty  ones  "  were  landed  by  anglers  on  both  the 
Welsh  and  English  bridge  fords  by  spinning  and 
with  the  fly,  chiefly  the  latter,  but  since  the  river 
began  to  gain  its  summer  level  the  capture  of  a 
trout  has  been  a  rare  occurrence  on  a  very 
considerable  length  of  the  Severn.  Individuals 
are,  naturally,  to  be  met  with  who  say  they  have 
caught  some  fourteen  or  sixteen  brace,  and  also 
been  broken  by  large  ones,  but  little  or  no  notice 
need  be  taken  of  them,  although  I  understand 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  replenish  the  fast 
diminishing  numbers  in  the  river,  and  that  some 
few  thousands  of  small  trout  are  at  present 
located  in  the  Quarry  hatchery.    The  majority  of 
Salopian  anglers  who  indulge  in  fly  fishing  advise 
the  use  of  small  flies  only  for  the  river.    This  is 
undoubtedly  correct  as  far  as  whipping  the  fords 
in  concerned,  but  during  the  heat  of  day  some 
large  chub  flies  laden  with  parchment,  and  cast 
under  the  bushes  where  these  fish  are  to  be  seen 
basking,  will  frequently  greatly  add  to  the  weight 
of  a  day's  creel.   Chub  are,  apparently,  consider- 
ably on  the  increase  in  the  Severn,  the  sides  of 
some  of  the  shallower  parts  being  literally  lined 
with  them,  so  thick  are  they,  indeed,  that  it  is 
exceedingly  rare  for  one  to  catch  anything  else  by 
means  of  the  fly.   Dace  are  certainly  decreasing 
in  numbers, '.being  much  rarer  than  a  couple  of 
years  ago,  and  one  cannot  but  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  large  quantities  of  them  are 
devoured  by  pike.   This  is  a  pity,  for  they  used 
to  give  capital  sport  on  the  fords,  and  on  several 
occasions  after  hooking  one  I  have  been  mortified 
to  see  fish,  flies,  and  stretcher  carried  off  by 
esox  lucius,  who  had  been  waiting  an  opportunity 
under  the  weeds  at  the  side.    Where  the  perch 
have  gone  to  is  an  unfathomable  mystery.  Only 
two  years  ago  baskets  of  from  121b.  to  201b.  were 
common,  and  now  a  single  fish  of  any  size  is  seldom 
met  with.    All  sorts  of  explanations  have  been 
offered  for  their  disappearance,  but  when  scores  of 
anglers  were  frequently  catching  whole  shoals  of 
them,  and  the  destruction  wrought  by  the  pike  be 
taken  into  consideration,  one  need  hardly  wonder. 
Bream  are  to  be  found  near  to  Shrewsbury,  but  it 
is  very  seldom  indeed  one  is  caught.  Further 
down  stream,  beyond  Atcham,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Terne,  large  numbers  can  sometimes  be  seen  ; 
but,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  local  anglers  do 
not  care  about  going  so  far  in  search  of  sport. 
Grayling  are  to  be  found  now  and  again  on  some 
of  the  fords,  but  they  are,  as  a  rule,  small,  and, 
although  several  have  been  landed  up  to  a  pound, 
a  few  ounces  is  the  usual  weight.    Char  are 
exceedingly  scarce,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
majority  who  fish  the  Severn  about  the  county 
town  would  know  what  one  was  if  they  saw  it. 
Eels  are  very  numerous,  and  now  that  wasp  cake 
is  procurable  some  large  ones  can  be  caught 
during  the  daytime  with  the  maggots,  but  the 
laying  of  night  lines  is  strictly  forbidden  and 
punishable '  with  a  very  heavy  penalty.  Bank 
Holiday  has  come  at  last,  and  anglers  will  have 
to  go  disappointed,  as  far  as  fishing  the  Severn  is 
concerned,  for  some  little  time.  The  river  is  bank 
high  and  much  discoloured,  the  thermometer 
registering  some  twenty  or  moi-e  degrees  less  than 
a  couple  of  days  ago.    One  of  the  oldest  anglers 
about  these  parts  informs  me  that  he  never 
remembers  such  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather 
at  this  time  of  year;  still,  there  are  plenty  of 
pools  and  meres  to  satisfy  the  more  enthusiastic, 
and  plenty  of  small  pike  are  in  the  Shropshire 
Union  Canal  for  those  who  may  choose  to  trail 
a  spinning  bait  from  the  towing  path. 

Inisego. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCEETT. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  FraEcati 
Reetaurant  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  15,  Mr.  C.  0.  Minohin  in 
the  obair.  Reports  were  read  from  Southend  and  Deal. 
Mr.  Graham  reported  some  sport  at  Southend,  a  fair 
quantity  of  smelts  being  taken.  Mr.  Tucker  reported 
having  been  down  to  Diingeness,  but  had  a  poor  report  of 
the  eport  to  be  obtained,  the  boatmen  mt  having  paid 
expenses,  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  C.  W.  Bleseington, 
reporting  the  capture  of  a  61b.  bass.  Mr.  Taylor  reported 
fair  quantities  of  bass  from  Teignmouth,  beat  7ilb., 
thirteen  being  taken  in  all  in  one  day.  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates 
showed  his  new  built-cane  sea  rod,  Epeoially  made  for  him 
by  Messrs.  Carter.  He  drew  attention  to  the  winch 
fittings,  which  had  been  reversed,  so  that  the  winch  could 
not  pull  off,  as  sometimes  happens  when  flaying  a  heavy 
fiflh,    The  rod  was  much  admjred,  ^nd  it  the  material 


stands  sea  water  a  preat  future  exists  for  this  class  of  rod. 
Dr.  F.  Brownfield-Bateman  gave  his  angling  experiences 
daring  his  recent  trip  at  East  London.  Baiting  with  a 
horse  mackerel  on  a  ''  Welldone"  rod,  he  caughta  "  Stein 
Brass  "  of  681b.  weight.  The  fish  pave  grand  eport  for 
thirfy-five  minutes,  and  was  eventually  landed  in  a  cargo 
basket,  and  twenty  coolies  hauled  him  on  d(ck.  This  fish 
was  brought  home  in  the  refrigerator  of  the  Carisbrook 
Castle,  owing  to  the  courtesy  of  M.  Bornet,  the  chief 
steward,  who  is  himself  a  keen  and  expert  angler.  General 
regret  was  expressed  that,  owing  to  there  being  no  meeting 
last  week,  members  missed  seeing  the  fish.  He  also  gave 
a  most  iaterasting  account  of  the  capture  of  a  skate  of 
1481b.  on  a  hand-line.  The  usual  vote  of  thanka  to  the 
chair,  and  the  toast  of  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  FiSHlNa 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton).— The  water  is  clearer  than  it  has 
been  all  the  summer,  and  the  only  chance  of  getting  any 
sport  at  all  is  by  using  the  very  finest  of  tackle.  Very  few 
fish  have  been  creeled  daring  the  past  week.— Ceciil 

HOWLETT. 

— —  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  again  low  and 
bright,  with  little  stream  running.  Gudgeon  continue  to 
feed  well,  and  some  fairly  good  bags  of  roach  have  been 
made,  while  a  number  of  chub  up  to  3|lb.  have  been  taken 
by  throwing  a  dead  frog.  Mr.  A.  B.  Hobbs  has  caught 
another  barbel  of  6|lb, — Stanley  Mead. 

_  (Kingston).— By  Telegraph.- Aug.  16,  fishing 

fair  ;  water  right.  A  nice  tench  caught  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Wright.    Barbel  still  feeding. — Richardson. 

—  (Lechlade  Cricklade  &c.),  —  Some  capital 
sport  has  been  had  iu  these  districts  with  chub,  roach,  and 
tench.  Mr.  Frank  Nash,  on  "  The  Trout  "  water  at  St. 
John's  Bridge,  amongst  other  sport,  got  a  grand  chub 
weighing  3jlb. ;  end  Mr.  Kay,  at  same  time,  got  some 
nice  roach.  Mr.  Wentworth-Sturgeon  has  been  out,  with 
sport  amongst  the  roach.  Mrs.  Nash  has  been  here,  tiy 
fishing  for  chub.  This  lady  (who,  I  believe,  is  a  well- 
known  Press  writer)  puts  on  a  nice  fly.  Mr.  John  Morgan 
has  also  been  out ;  so  also  has  Dr.  Ryan  and  others.  The 
big  chub  above-mentioned  was  crammed  to  the  throat  with 
wheat,  which  proves  that  creed  wheat  would  now  be  a 
good  bait  for  chub.  But  caddis  worm  and  gentles  are 
iiresiatible  to  them.  Mr.  Fredericks  showed  me  a  nice 
take  of  tench  which  he  had  got,  of  three  brace  weighing 
nearly  101b.  Mr.  Wells,  amongst  other  spcrt,  got  a  grand 
tench  near  Inglesham  Bridge,  cf  31b.  weight,  with  worm. 
Thames  trouting  items  are  extremely  quiet  —  simply 
nothing  doing  with  them.  The  river  up  here  is  now  in 
capital  order  for  angling,  beirg  high  and  of  a  nice  tinge. 
— Rambler. 

_        (StreaUey).— Water  bright.    Dr.  Fraser  to^k 

thirteen  chub  on  Monday  with  a  frog,  largest  41b. — H.  J. 
Gardner. 

- —  (Teddington).— Water  in  fine  condition.  Roach 
and  dace  fishing ;  barbel  running  small.  One  day,  Mr. 
Morgan  Harriss,  twelve  dozen  roach  and  dace,  three 
barbel,  two  perch,  largest  lib.  One  day,  Mr.  Maitland, 
ten  dozen  roach  and  dace,  four  barbel,  all  returned.  One 
day,  Mr.  Clarke,  in  three  hours,  eight  dozen  and  three 
barbel ;  another  day,  in  three  hours,  ten  dozen  roach  and 
daca,  all  returned.  Half  day,  Mr.  Goodson,  four  jick, 
largest  3|lb.— W.  McBbide. 

Coin,  Leacb,  &c.  (East  Gloucestershire).- These 
trout  streams  are  in  nice  order.  Several  rods  have  been 
out  for  evening  fishing.  Mr.  Car-Bonell  one  evening  got  his 
two  brace  of  averaged  pounders  on  the  Bull  Hotel  waters 
at  Faitford.  Sport  has  been  had  cn  the  Swan  water  at 
Bibury,  on  the  Upper  Coin,  where  Messrs.  John  Jeffreys 
and  Wills  have  teen  fishing.  Best  flies  :  Brown  Alder, 
Cinnamon,  Black  Gnat,  and  Sherry  Spinner. — Pan. 

Comlsb.  Streams.— Last  week  was  probably  the  best 
for  the  season  as  a  fishing  week.  Peal  ran  freely,  and 
several  were  taken  in  the  Camel  and  Fowey.  Since  then, 
however,  the  weather  has  cleared,  and  the  rivers  fined 
very  considerably,  restricting  the  fishing  to  mornings  and 
evenings.  Two  rods  had  a  good  day  with  trout  on  the 
Camel,  getting  nearly  fifty  between  them  in  a  single  day. 
Several  peal  have  been  caught  in  the  same  stream  and  on 
the  Fowey.  Both  these  rivers  should  be  fairly  well  stocked 
with  peal  now,  although  the  "school"  peal  run  after 
this.— Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farniugliam,  South  Darenth,  &o.).— 
The  water  is  even  lower  than  it  was  last  week,  and  fish 
have  not  been  easy  to  get  near.  Of  those  which  I  covered 
the  first  came  short,  but  after  I  had  given  him  a  rest  he 
made  a  more  determined  attempt  at  the  Olive,  and  was 
landed— a  fair  fish  of  llin.  After  this  I  could  do  no  more 
till  the  light  grew  dim,  when  I  rose  a  fish  which,  for  the 
Darenth,  was  large,  perhaps  approaching  21b. ;  but  he  also 
came  short,  and  then  refused  to  imitate  his  younger 
brother  in  other  respects.  I  then  hooked  a  fish  on  the 
Coachman,  but  it  escaped,  so  my  score  was  small. 
Prospects  are  now  fair  in  spite  of  low  water. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Fishing  matters  are 
still  dull.  August  is  generally  so,  and  there  is  now  only 
the  hope  that  September  sport  will  help  regain  the  lost 
laurels  of  the  1900  season.  Some  peal  have  been  creeled 
around  Buckfastleigh  by  Capt.  Cornish,  of  Black  Rock, 
and  Mr.  Cornish,  jun.,  has  had  some  fine  trout.  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  Edbrook  killed  a  good  salmon ;  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  Buckfastleigh,  also  killing  one  last  week.  I 


hear  that  Mr.  Strnben's  salmon  recotd  for  the  season  was 
sixteen.  On  Monday,  fishing  in  the  middle  of  the  day, 
Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  creeled  a  tine  peal,  15|in.  long,  and 
a  |lb.  trout,  whilst  on  Tuesday  he  landed  four  good  trout, 
the  biggest  |lb.  On  Thursday,  with  fresh  water  down, 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  landed  six  trout  and  a  peal ;  on  Tues- 
day, Mr.  B.  Distin  creeling  three  excellent  trout  of  about 
12oz.  each.  The  same  evening  he  lost  a  salmon  of  about 
91b.  weight  after  playing  it  for  some  minutes.  Flies  for 
peal  are  Alexandra  and  Silver  Drak',  and  for  trout 
Edmond's  Palmer,  Blue  Upright,  and  Halfstone.  There 
are  repoits  of  good  peal  and  trout  fishing  on  the  moorland 
waters. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Good  eport  has  been  had  on 
most  lengths  of  above  this  week.  A  dish  of  thirty-three 
fish  was  made  on  Dove  and  Manifold,  the  end  of  laat 
week,  with  the  Dark  Coachman,  mainly  on  the  Birdsgrove 
length.  The  Iron  Blue  has  been  doing  well  on  the 
Uttoxeter  water.  The  secretary  had  good  sport  on 
Tuesday,  and  a  few  brace  of  grayling  were  bagged  from 
same  length  by  Mr.  Ashley  Dodd.— D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster  (Ashbourne). 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  streams  have  benefited 
considerably  from  the  recent  heavy  rains,  and  those  to- 
wards the  southern  border  have  produced  some  fair  sport. 
Trout  are  being  creeled  in  the  district  of  Tavy,  Cleave, 
and  Lydford,  but,  taken  generally,  there  is  not  much 
worth  reporting.  The  season  on  the  Otter  closes  thia 
month. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  conditions  which  have  hitherto 
been  all  too  adverse  for  sportsmen  who  are  plying  the  rod 
on  this  river  have  become  more  settled,  and  the  river  has 
ran  out  of  flood,  and  is  in  good  angling  trim.  The  number 
of  fish  which  were  seen  to  pass  the  weirs  at  Ruswarp  and 
Bgton  during  the  prevalence  of  the  spates  is  reported  to 
be  large,  and  the  fish,  in  many  instances  of  excellent 
proportion.  A  fair  number  are  yet  in  the  tideway,  and 
the  catches  at  sea  are,  if  anything,  equal  to  previous  years' 
records.  Sea  angling  continues  to  provide  capital  spcrt  to 
visitors,  and  large  numbers  of  mixed  fish  have  been  landed 
by  means  of  the  bottom  line.  The  catches  to  hand  on  the 
river  Esk  are :  Mr.  R.  Hay,  one  salmon  of  71b. ;  Mr.  T, 
Ketchin,  one  of  31b.  ;  Mr.  R.  Linton,  three,  of  131b.,  4lb., 
and  31b. ;  Dr.  English,  four,  of  71b.,  61b.,  51b.,  and  21b. ; 
Mr.  Hellawell.  two,  of  41b.  and  4lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Baker,  one 
of  51b. ;  Mr.  J.  B.  A'Deane,  one  of  51b.— J.  Jackson. 

Feu  District  tSonth  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.).— 
Angling  in  the  Fen  district  has  been  a  good  deal  improved 
by  the  late  rains.  A  good  deal  of  sport  is  reported  from 
the  Glen  at  Sua  fleet.  Not  only  were  local  anglers  out  in 
force,  but  a  number  of  visitors  put  in  an  appearance.  A 
rare  lot  of  roscb  were  got  by  a  couple  of  visitors  by 
Gibson's  Orchard.  The  same  party  got  a  brace  of 
splendid  ttnoh,  scaling  61b.  These  were  all  lured  with 
maggots.  At  Jackson's  Hole  sport  was  hardly  so  good, 
but  at  other  places  anglers  did  well.  Some  anglers  in 
this  district  were  after  pike  ;  the  best  caught  by  spinning 
scaled  9;b. ;  another  brace  got  by  live-bait  fishing  scaled 
4|lb.  each.  At  other  points  in  the  district  around 
Spalding  atd  Wisleeh  sport  was  good,  the  Level  drains 
jielding  well.  Welland  anglers  in  the  Deeping  district 
report  an  imj;  rovement  in  roach  fishing.  Similar  accounts 
CDme  from  the  Forty-foot,  where  the  waters  are  much 
imoroved  bv  the  rains. — Limpkt. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts^.— The  river  reaches 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Retford  suffered  from  the  floods 
caused  by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  previous  week,  and  on 
Saturday  had  scarcely  got  down  to  their  normal  level. 
Consequently,  anglers  fought  shy  cf  the  home  sport,  and 
betook  themselves  to  the  backwaters  of  the  Trent,  about 
Torksey  and  Laneham.  Fishing  at  the  end  of  the 
Fossdyke,  the  other  day,  a  visitor  got  at  two  trials  411b.  of 
fine  roach.  Some  capital  roach  were  taken  at  the  back  of 
Rampton  Island.  Barbel  fishing,  which  is  the  great 
sport  at  this  season,  7?as  out  of  the  question.  The  Trent, 
at  the  week-end,  was  running  high.  Other  local  anglers, 
and  visitors  to  the  district,  went  on  to  Brigg  for  sport  in 
the  Ancholme.  One  Lincashire  visitor,  the  other  day, 
caught  twelve  bream,  which  scaled  281b.  Kiach  fishing 
was  also  reported  good,  many  anglers  getting  forty  to  fifty 
fiah  at  a  sitting. — L 

Kennett  and  Dunn. — Yeiy  few  rods  have  been  on 
the  above  streams  this  week,  consequently  little  or  nothing 
has  been  landed.  The  waters  are  in  good  fettle,  and  there 
is  no  question  about  the  trout  and  grayling  beii  g  there, 
for  it  is  a  pleasure  to  walk  along  the  banks  and  look  over 
the  different  bridges  and  see  the  nnmb-rs  of  them  sunning 
themselves.  Those  that  are  doubtful  about  there  being 
any  fish  in  these  streams  would  do  well  to  conviccs 
themselves  by  running  down  to  Hungerford  and  eDjoyinga 
day  by  the  water.  Some  rare  good  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  canal,  especially  by  those  who  have  ground 
baited  their  swims  the  night  before  with  white  wheat. — 
Gnome. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.- The  Lea,  which  has  been 
considerably  freshened  up  by  the  rains,  is  on  the  bright 
side,  and  the  finest  tackle  is  now  necessary  when'out  after 
the  roach.  A  few  good  specimens  are  being  taken,  but  no 
heavy  baskets  are  reported.  Thia  week  some  splendid 
bream  have  been  captured  in  the  upper  wateiscf  the  river. 
Dobbs'  Weir  Pool  (Hpddesdon)  has  asfain  yielded  the  big 
fish,  which  have  run  up  to  nearly  61b.  I  htar  a  rceiaber 
of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society  was  one  of  ttae  foitunate 
anglers,  and  he  has  my  hearty  congratulu  i  jns.  Six 
bream,  scaling  nearly  301b.,  wants  some  catohiog.  _  I  also 
hear  that  a  member  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  has 
in  the  Broxboume  waters  killed  a  magnific eat  bream  of 
61b.  4oz.,  and  one  of  4Jlb.  Perch  and  pike  fishing  continues 
quiet.  The  Stort  is  in  much  better  order  since  tae  rains, 
in  fact,  was  showing  plenty  of  colour  at  the  begiianing  of 
the  week.  In  the  Ash  Mr.  A.  B.  Jackson  has  creeled  some 
roach  with  boiled  wheat,  also  a  12oz.  dace.  It  was  12in. 
long,  and  not  in  good  condition,  or  would  have  gone  aboat 
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a  p  und.    Membera  of  the  Amwell  Magna  Fishing  Club 
ha?e  found  the  roach  and  dace  in  a  feeding  humour  in  the 
Sev!  IJiver. — Izaak  Walton. 
Lug^,   Arrow,    and  Finsley  (Kinsrsland).— 

Kivers  are  in  eplenJid  condition — at  a  full  summer  level, 
with  the  faintest  stain  in  them.  Days  are  extremely  hot 
and  bright,  whilst  the  nights  are  cold,  the  wind  usually 
workicg  round  to  the  region  of  the  north  soon  after  sun- 
set, so  that  the  evening  is  the  only  time  with  much  chance 
of  sport.  The  end  of  last  week  we  bad  a  rise  of  dirty 
water,  and  as  it  cleared  some  fair  baskets  were  made. 
Best  flies  for  day  fishing:  Late  Brown  or  August  Dun 
Silver  Dnn,  Sky  Blue,  July  Dun,  Red  Ant,  Black  Gnat, 
and  Black  Palmer  ;  and  for  evening  :  Female  Yellow  Dun, 
Dark  Owl,  Spinoer,  July  Gnat,  Ooachman,  and  Ginser 
Moth.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Iingrsr  and  Arrow  (LeomluBter).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The 
late  rains  have  greatly  refreshed  the  river,  and  has 
improved  the  prospects  for  fishing,  and  the  water  is  clear 
aQd_  a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  turned  very  warm 
again,  and  the  fish  have  been  sporting  well  in  the  morninfr 
and  evening,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been  out  and  used 
Sky  Blue,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Red  Ant,  Orange  and  Black 
Palajers,  Silver  Twist,  August  Dun,  July  Goat,  and 
Coachman.  Minnow  fishing  haa  accounted  for  nice  fieh, 
and  wasp  grub  fishing  has  bsen  successful.  There  is  now 
pTery  prospsct  of  some  good  lots  of  fish  being  landed 
The  Pinsley  is  clear. — Gwynne. 

Nona  (Peterborongrh).— Improvement  is  manifest 
all  through  the  district,  for  reports  to  hand  show  that 
sport  has  been  good  during  the  past  week.  Both  bream 
and  roach  are  plentiful,  and  pike  are  coming  into  con- 
dition, one  or  two  decent  specimens  having  already  been 
secured.  In  the  Thrapston  district  the  angleri  have  been 
particularly  busy,  and  visitors  from  Kettering,  Welling- 
borough, and  Leicester  have  participated  in  the  sport. 
Mr.  Abbott  (of  Kettering),  Mr.  Farmer,  and  Mr.  Amos 
were  very  suosesflful,  and  secured  excellent  bags.  The 
two  last-named  gentlemen  caught  a  number  of  bream, 
some  of  which  scaled  Sib.  and  over,  and  their  catches 
together  amounted  to  double  figures  in  stones.  Mr. 
Ernest  Remmett  (Northampton)  had  a  splendid  catch  of 
roach,  thirty-one  fish  weighing  26|lb.,  and  eight  of  the 
largest  weighing  121b.  The  river  is  much  higher  this 
week,  the  recent  rains  having  fed  it  and  brought  it  into 
condition,  but  there  is  a  lot  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of 
clearing  the  bed  of  the  river  of  the  weeds.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— The  river  at  time  of 
reporting,  Aug.  ir>,  is  very  low  and  weedy.  The  tropical 
weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  been  all  against  fly  fishing, 
and  the  brief  space  between  the  lights  at  evening  is  the 
only  chance  of  getting  a  fish.  The  trout  moved  a  little  on 
Saturday  evening,  Aug.  11.  One  rod  at  Tipton  took  five 
decent  fish,  and  another  on  the  Rolle  water  got  the  same 
number.  Small  Blue  and  Red  Quills  and  a  small  Flighty 
Fancy  are  the  best  flies.  The  otter  hounds  met  at  East 
Budleigh  yesterday,  and  killed  a  cub  near  Newton 
Poppleford.  They  met  again  to-day  (Wednesday)  at 
Ottery  St.  Mary.  This  morning  several  hundreds  of 
mackerel  were  netted  in  the  bay  here,  the  first  virtually  of 
the  season. — Heron. 

Oase  (Brandon).— Water  here  now  in  good  condition. 
We  have  had  plenty  of  swims  cut,  and  this  last  ten 
days  we  have  had  very  good  sport.  Mr.  Price  and  Mr, 
Blow,  and  March  and  friends  have  made  some  very  good 
catches  of  roach  and  dace,  a  lot  of  the  roach  running  over 
lib.  each,  and  some  very  good  dace.  We  just  weighed  Mr. 
March's  catch— 14ilb.  of  roach  and  daoe,  one  roach, 
lib.  loz.    Plenty  of  accommodation  at  Rim  Hotel.— J 

ROLPH. 

Ouse  (Hol5w«ll  Ferry),— Some  very  nice  roach  are 
now  being  taken  here  ;  perch  also  are  showing  well.  No 
one  been  out  for  the  bream,  which  are  very  plentiful  and 
of  a  good  size. — A.  S(  ard. 

Oase  (Waterbeach,  Bottisham  Locks).— Since 
Bank  Hobday  the  water  has  been  out  of  condition,  but  is 
becoming  fishable  again.  Mr.  Brooks  and  a  friend  have 
baen  taking  on  an  average  81b.  of  mixed  fish  per  day  and 
some  jack  up  to  51b.  each.  Other  anglers  have  also  enjoyed 
good  sport.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  shows 
decided  signs  of  improvement.  Eoach  seem  to  be  going 
more  freely  at  wheat  than  at  any  other  bait ;  supplies  can 
be  had  from  the  look-keeper  at  moderate  rates.— John 
O  (lEORoii:  (R-'che-road.  Cambridge). 

Vy™^yf  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necn),— The  storms  of  wind  and  rain  with  which  this 
neighbourcood  has  recently  been  visited  suddenly  cease d 
about  midday  on  Thursday  in  last  week,  since  which  time 
the  weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  a  trifle 
too  hot,  perhaps,  for  anglers,  although  most  suitable  for 
the  farmers,  who  are  now  again  very  busy  with  the 
1=^1  vest.  The  Sevein  appears  to  have  been  the  most 
affected  by  the  heavy  raio,  and,  especially  in  the  upper 
parts,  overflowed  its  banks  go  much  that  a  flosd  £0 
extensive  has  rarely  been  witnessed  in  this  river  ia  the 
month  of  August.  The  Vjrnwy  was  also  flooded,  bat  not 
to  such  an  extent,  and  will  shortly  again  be  at  its  normal 
level,  as  will  the  Cain.  The  Tanat  is  now  again  in  very 
fair  condition  for  the  fly,  and  much  better  sport  ia  being 
had  at  present  than  at  any  time  during  this  season.  It 
was  a  great  disappointment  to  anglers  visiting  this  neigh- 
bourhood for  Bitk  Holiday  to  find  the  rivers  so  flooded 
and  out  of  condition  ;  but  those  who  fished  in  the  Shrop- 
shire Union  Canal  on  that  day  had  every  reason  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  and  each  other  on  their  success.  One 
gentleman,  from  Birmingham,  captured  a  large  basket  of 
nice  chub,  perch,  and  roach ;  and  another,  hailing  from 
Manchester,  and  who  confined  his  attentions  exclusively  to 
roach,  was  very  well  rewarded,  as  in  about  two  hours  in 
the  evecing  he  secured,  with  a  single  horsehair  line  an 
iccredible  number  of  roach  in  the  canal  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Oarreghova  Looks.    Many  of  these  were  upwards 


[AuGUSt  18,  1900 


of  a  pound  in  weight  and  all  in  splendid  condition,  and 
one  especially  was  a  very  fine  apscimen  of  thia  kind  of  fish, 
and  was  greatly  admired  by  all  who  saw  it,  and  well  worth 
preservation.  There  is  at  present  every  appearance  of 
settled  weather,^  as  the  barometer  is  very  high  and  haa 
been  steadily  rising  for  some  days  paat. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry,  Kent).— The  river  has'greatly 
improved,  and  weather  last  few  days  has  been  very  warm. 
Fish  have  been  feeding  more  freely,  and  some  decent 
roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  by  visitors  from  Deal 
and  Heme  Bay.  Early  morning  and  late  evenings  best 
fish  have  been  taken. — W, 

Snssex  Bivers  and  Cbiohester  Canal.— What  a 
variety  of  changes  we  get  in  the  piscatorial  line.  Why  fish 
feed  ravenously  at  one  period  and  are  altogether  off  feed 
in  the  same  water,  and  with  the  same  climatic  influences, 
'.'  no  fellah  "  can  understand.  Faddists  who  take  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air  and  water  are  no  better  off  than  the 
haphazard  fisherman,  who  often  haa  a  red-letter  day,  to  the 
envy  of  the  stay-at-homes.  This  week  angling  on  the  Onse 
has  been  more  prolific.  At  Hamsey  fishing  has  been  fair, 
A  few  nice  roach  up  to  lib.  6oz.,  and  bream  of  41b.,  have 
been  taken.  Above  Barcombe  Mills  sport  has  been 
obtained  among  the  roach  with  wheat  and  paste.  At 
Alfreston,  on  the  Cuokmere,  bream  have  been  off,  but  both 
roach  and  dace  have  succumbed  to  wheat,  Mr.  King  taking 
precedence  with  roach  during  the  week.  The  high  tides 
on  the  Adur  have  been  adveias  to  sport,  and  bat  little  can 
be  chronicled.  The  Rother  has  been  fairly  well  patronised. 
Roach  up  to  lib.,  perch  of  lib.  3oz.,  and  small  pike  are 
notified.  The  Canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good  order,  yet 
the  heavier  fish  are  ehary  in  feeding.  Bream  up  to  l^ib. 
have  been  taken,  and  plenty  of  small  fry— by  the  small 
boys.  Strings  of  small  perch,  bream,  and  roach  are  carried 
home.  Why,  oh  why,  is  this  water  not  preserved— one  of 
the  best  angling  resorts  in  the  south— which  would  let  on 
a  term  for  £50  a  year.  Yet  the  Town  Council  take  no 
cognisance  of  it.— Gkorge  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  at  a  nice  level,  and  haa  been  greatly 
improved  by  the  late  falls  of  rain.  The  water  was  slightly 
stained  for  a  few  days  at  the  end  of  last  week,  but  it  soon 
ran  off,  and  it  is  now  in  better  condition  than  it  has  been 
for  some  time.  The  weather  has  now  turned  beautiful 
and  fine,  and  the  foggy  mornings  have  brought  grayling 
more  on  the  feed,  and  they  and  trout  are  rising  well  at  the 
fly,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The  beet  time 
for  fishing  is  in  the  morning,  and  after  four  in  the  evening. 
The  flies  used  are  the  Silver  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  August  Dun, 
Red  Ant,  Orange  and  Black  Palmer,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  July 
Gnat,  Moths,  and  Coachman.  Bottom  fishers  have  been 
busy  with  worm  and  wasp  grub,  and  good  trout,  eels, 
roach,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  landed.  The  minnow  has 
accounted  for  some  good  trout  under  the  weirs.  On 
Monday  a  good  dish  of  trout  and  grayling  were  landed 
with  Yellow  Dun  and  Cooh-y-Bondhu.  Fishing,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  eight  trout  were  landed  with  wasp  grub. 
The  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good.  The  Ony,  Corve 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  level 
and  angling  has  been  good  in  them  with  fly  and  bottom 
baita. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  the  water  is  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  haa  been  greatly  improved  by 
the  late  rain,  which  has  also  improved  the  prospects  of 
sport.  The  fisb  have  been  more  on  the  feed  this  week, 
and  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly,  and  more  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  some  very  good  sport  haa  been  had.  Wasp 
grub  and  minnow  fishing  have  accounted  for  some  nice- 
aized  fish.  The  flies  to  use  are  the  Sky  Blue,  Coch-y- 
Bondhu,  Silver  Twiated  Blue,  August  Dun,  Spinners,  and 
Palmers.^  On  Monday  some  nice  trout  and  grayling  were 
landed  with  the  fly.  Fishing  on  Tuesday  evening  six  nice 
trout  were  landed  with  Silver  Twist  and  Cooh-y-Bondhu. 
Grayling  fishing  is  improving.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  in  order. — Worcester, 

Thames  and  Severn  Canal  (Gloucester  and 
Wilts.).— Some  sections  of  this  canal,  which  has  been 
taken  over  by  the  Glouceater  County  Council,  is  ia  good 
order  for  angling,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  had  with 
roach  and  tench.  There  is  a  number  of  the  latter  fish  in 
the  canal  up  to  21b.  and  31b.  each,  A  Fairford  gentleman 
one  morning  got  six  beauties  that  weighed  9|ib.  Mr, 
Gibson  has  been  having  nice  sport  with  jack,  spinning 
with  roach.  This  canal,  if  properly  managed,  has  the 
making  of  one  of  the  best  fisheries  for  tench  and  perch  ia 
England.— F.  L, 

Trent  (Newark),— The  river  is  fining  down,  but  is 
not  yet  in  condition  for  barbal  fishing,  and  the  season 
(which  should  now  be  at  its  best)  is  passing  without  much 
having  been  accomplished.  A  few  chub  have  been  taken, 
and  some  roach,  with  gentlea  and  white  paste  (beat 
lib.  6foz.),  by  Mr.  T.  Davis.  A  good  ahow  of  dace  was  on 
the  club  tray  on  Monday  evening  j  Mr,  J.  Hobsonbest  lot ; 
and  this  branch  of  the  sport  has  given  better  results  than 
for  the  past  two  or  three  years.  Given  a  continuation  of 
the  present  weather,  barbel  fishing  should  be  worth  a  trial 
by  Monday,  and  for  heavy  fish  I  prefer  greaves,  with 
water  fine. — Trentsider. 

Wltbam.  Ore.  (ttlld-Llnoolnalilre).— Once  more 
the  week-end  has  been  productive  of  sport  on  the  drains 
about  Boston.  Both  the  Bargate  and  the  Mount 
Pleasant  drains  have  been  refreahed  by  the  rains,  and 
sport  between  the  cemetery  and  Cowbridge  haa  improved 
wonderfully.  The  large  shoal  of  bream  noticed  on  the 
Mount  Pleasant  drain  has  been  dispersed,  and  roach  of 
fine  size  seem  to  have  taken  their  place.  Capital  baskets 
of  these  fish  were  got  with  creed  wheat.  Some  good  tench 
have  been  got  near  Richardson's  Bridge.  The  Kelsey 
section  of  the  Hob  Hole  also  shows  some  improvement. 
Heavy  bream  continue  to  be  caught  on  the  river  at  the 
Grand  Sluice,  and  roach  takes  at  different  points  have  been 
numerous  ;  aome  of  the  best  of  the  latter  have  come  from 
Stixwold.   About  Langrick  some  roach  takes  have  alao 


been  obtained.  From  Upsall's  landing  stage  there  were 
aome  aplendid  bream  up  to  41b.  caught.  Bream  running 
up  to  5Jlb.,  and  roach  up  to  Ijlb.  are  reported  from  other 
points.  The  bream  about  Aah  Holt  haa  affected  roach 
fishing  somewhat  seriously,  still,  a  few  were  got  with  a 
potato  bait. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).- The  above  rivers 
have  now  fined  down,  and  are  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing, 
especially  the  Wye  and  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwentl 
tV  •^^  having  yielded  several  nice  baskets  of  fish,  alao 
the  Derwent  (Chatsworth  Fishery),  which  is  well  atocked 
with  trout  and  grayling,  several  gentlemen  who  have 
fished  this  river  having  taken  creels  ranging  from  three 
to  five  brace.  Mr.  Cooper,  fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's 
water  on  Monday,  took  four  and  a  half  brace  with  his 
little  grey  fly;  Mr.  W.  Smith,  one  fish;  Mr.  Dale  on 
several  occasions  having  obtained  a  nice  catch  or  two. 
Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson,  fishing  in  Matlock  Dale,  has  again 
landed  four  or  five  good  fish.  There  is  yet  too  much 
water  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  Derwent,  If  this 
weather  continues  the  Derwent  will  be  in  capital  order 
this  week-end.  Ueeful  flies :  Ash  Dan,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red 
Ant,  Red  and  Grey  Quill,  and  Black  Gnat.— Dotterel 

Yore,  Swa!e,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Ouse,  &o.  (York- 
shire).—All  the  angling  resorts  as  well  as  the  Moorland 
inns  are  just  now  full  of  fishermen  and  grouse  ahootera, 
many  gentlemen  combining  the  two  sports,  and,  from  all 
accounts,  with  success,  as  there  are  plenty  of  trout  aa  well 
as  grouse,  and  the  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  have  found  a 
good  volume  of  wate-  in  the  burns,  which  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  week  were  of  that  beautiful  pealy 
colour  so  beloved  by  ths  trout  fishermen,  consequently 
visitors  have  been  able  to  send  their  fiisnds  both  fieh  and 
fowl,  and  the  village  postal  baskets  have  taxed  the  capacity 
of  the  mail  carts  to  the  utmost.    Another  spell  of  hot 
weather  and  brilliant  sunshine  has  set  in.    Monday  was 
hot,  and  Tuesday  hotter.    We  may  put  thia  down  to  the 
heat  wave,  which  haa  evidently  come  to  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic.   Anyway,  it  has  been  too  warm  for  angling  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  unless  shady  places  are  chosen,  and 
evening  fishing  was  again  in  the  ascendant,  but  the  heat 
moderated  to-day,  and  a  clouded  sky  improved  angling, 
aome  good  dishes  of  trout  being  caught  in  the  Yore  with 
the  minnow  and  fly.    Pike  have  commenced  to  feed,  a 
visitor  at  Ulshaw  Bridge  killing  four  nice  fish,  and  I  hear 
of  the  capture  of  others  at  Ripon,  Boroughbridge,  &o. 
The  roach,  &c.,  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  heavy  bags 
have  been  made  with  the  wasp  grub  and  gentle.  Creed 
wheat  is  also  a  favourite  bait  just  now.    My  Swaledale 
correspondent  says  sport  has  improved  in  the  Swale  since 
the  rains,  and  the  tributary  streams  are  also  fishing  well. 
Anglers  visiting  Bedale  Beck  have  had  some  capital  sport 
amongst  the  trout,  roach,  Ac,  some  of  the  most  successful 
piscatorials  being  Messrs.  W.  R.  Smithaon,  N.  Smithaon, 
and  J .  Smithaon.  Some  Northallerton  aoglers  have  fished 
the  Ccdbeck  with  success.    Mr.  N.  Smithaon  found  it  in 
good  condition,  but,  what  is  far  better,  the  trout  on  the 
feed.    His  catch  consisted  of  twenty  trout,  but  some  of 
them  were  below  the  regulation  size.  It  seems  rather  a  pity 
to  take  any  fish  under  7in.,  but  at  times  it  ia  unavoidable. 
The  recent  heavy  rains  seem  to  have  given  the  coarse  fish 
anglers  a  turn.    Some  heavy  catches  are  being  made  in 
both  Ouse  and  Derwent  just  now.    The  favourite  maggot 
has  been  a  somewhat  scarce  article,  perhaps  owing  to  the 
cold  days  of  last  week ;  but  I  hear  that  paste  has  answered 
for  fine  baskets  of  roach  in  the  Ouse,  Mr.  W.  Henderson 
having  9lb.  of  beautiful  fish  from  near  to  Capt.  Key's 
residence,  at  Fulford,  and  other  anglers  are  doing  equally 
well  higher  up  the  river.   Some  fine  barbel  are  also  being 
caught  in  the  favourite  swims  near  the  city,  Mr.  Chappelow 
Wood,  aa  usual,  heading  the  list  with  fish  up  to  71b.  and 
81b.  each.    The  best  catches  of  roach  are  just  now  coming 
from  the  Mid-Derwent.   One  York  rodman  returned  with 
a  catch  weighing  nearly  23t.,.  five  of  his  finest  fiah 
weighing  down  the  scales  at  81b.  the  lot.  Another 
angler  tiahbg  near  the  same  place,  at  Hutton's  Ambo, 
had  in  his  catch  several  roach  over  a  pound  each. 
From  reports  received  from  the  Upper  Wharfe,  aport  at 
Kilnaey,  &o.,  has  varied — aome  days  good  and  on  others 
vice  versa— the  best  dishes  of  trout  being  caught  with  the 
minnow  fished  on  the  Ariel  flight,  some  of  the  most 
succBsaful  anglers  on  this  river  being  Messrs.  Arnold, 
Leach,  and  Graesham.    The  latter  gentleman  had  nice 
aport  at  Ilkley  on  Saturday.    Mr.  Goldthorpe  has  done 
well  on  the  same  water.    Sport  amongst  the  coarse  fish  on 
the  lower  reaches  of  this  river  has  been  good.   Baskets  of 
from  101b.  up  to  121b.  have  not  been  uncommon.  At 
Ullerskelf,  Mr.  H,  Collier  creeled  a  fine  lot  of  roach, 
chub,  and  dace  with  the  maggot.    The  Nidd  continues  to 
run  thick,  owing  to  the  disturbed  water  at  the  Gothwaite 
Reservoir,  Above  there  sport  has  been  good.  The  Prince 
Arthur  (Leeds)  Angling  Club  held  their  annual  match 
last  Saturday  at  Nun  Monkton.    Twenty-seven  members 
took  part  in  the  competition,  and  had  an  enjoyable  outing. 
Mr,  F.  W.  Gunnee  took  first  prize;  Mr.  J.  Haddock, 
second  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Wright,  third.    The  special  prize  for 
visitors  fell  to  Mr,  J.  Isherwood.    I  am  glad  to  hear 
the  new  club  just  formed  at  Malton  ia  receiving  every 
consideration  from  the  riparian  ownera.    Many  of  them 
ha7e  granted  permission  for  them  to  fish  their  waters. 
The  York  Groves  United  Angling  Club  fished  their 
first  match  on  Saturday  on  Wheldrake  Ings.   Owing  to 
the  state  of  the  water  the  catches  were  small.  The 
following    are   the   prize    takera:    J,  Wilcook,  firat, 
lib.  8Joz. ;  J.  Alderson,  second,  ll^oz. ;  H.  Martin,  third, 
9ioz.  ;  C,  H.  Southcoates.  fourth,  9ioz. ;  C.  Martin, fifth, 
7ioz. ;  Councillor  W.  R.  Robinson,  sixth,  4|oz. :  J.  Cowl, 
seventh ;  W.  Whitehead,  eighth ;  W.  Yates,  ninth ;  Mr. 
Raiabeok,  tenth;  M.  March,  eleventh;  Mr.  G.  Martin, 
twelfth.    On  the  aame  afternoon  the  membera  of  the 
Navigation  Angling  Aaaociation  held  their  second  match 
of  the  aeason  at  Elvington.   The  water  was  very  high,  and 
angling  waa  rendered  rather  difficult;  but,  nevertheless, 
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there  was  an  easy  winner  with  31b.  2oz.  of  roach,  the 
result  being  as  follows  :  J .  Hopcut,  first,  31b.  2oz. ;  T. 
Peckett,  second,  lib.  7oz. ;  W.  Bean,  third,  13Jroz. ;  W. 
Cook,  fourth,  12ioz. ;  J.  Wrigglesworth,  fifth,  lOioz, ;  T. 
Allison,  sixth,  4|oz. ;  J.  Wood,  seventh ;  Jim  Hopcut, 
eighth;  W.  A.  Plews,  ninth;  H.  Spink,  tenth;  J. 
Mennell,  eleventh  ;  W.  E.  Deighton,  twelfth.  The  special 
prize  for  the  largest  fish  was  won  by  Wm.  Cook  with  a 
roach  fciliog  12ioz.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  on 
behalf  of  Dr.  Von  Beverhondt,  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Alden 
for  the  privilege  of  fishing  their  water. — J.  B.  Milleb, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegraph.— The  weather  is  again  brilliantly  fine, 
and  a  cloudless  sky  is  against  trout  fishing,  except  in  the 
evenings.  The  grayling  have  began  to  rise  in  the  Yore, 
and  the  Rev.  J.  Marphy  and  others  have  had  good  eport. 
They  also  take  the  maggot  well.  The  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  on 
Wednesday  in  their  waters  in  the  Ouse  at  Fulford.  The 
water  was  thick,  but  catches  not  bad,  more  than  half  of 
the  forty  competitors  getting  fish.  The  first  prize 
fell  to  G.  Henderson,  Yorkshire  Herald  Club,  second, 
G.  Wood,  Clifton;  and  third  to  W.  Hardcastle 
St.  Lawrence.  The  Fulford  Friendly  Angling  Society 
had  their  third  match  of  the  season  at  Wheldrake. 
On  Derwent,  on  Tuesday,  sport  was  very  good.  The 
winner,  E.  Smith,  had  over  91b.  of  fine  roach ;  Mr.  A. 
Simpson,  second,  with  6|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Watson,  third, 
over  61b.  The  St.  Dennis  Angling  Association  had  their 
annual  competition  at  Low  Caton  last  Monday.  The 
principal  prize  winners  were:  Messrs.  Heath,  Corey,  and 
Gibson.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Angler's  Depot,  19, 
New-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgfacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg^,  N.B.). 

—On  4th,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rose,  London,  fished  Loch  Urigill, 
and  landed  six  dozen  trout,  221b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Mitchell, 
on  same  loch,  forty,  121b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyke,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  tbirty-nine,  131b. ;  Mr.  Vinter,  London,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  on  Loch 
Cama,  forty,  141b.  On  6th,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rose,  on  Loch 
Cftma,  fifty-two,  181b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  forty-two, 
ISJlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyke,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-one, 
15|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Vinter,  fifty-oce,  141b.  On  7th,  Mr. 
Dyke,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty,  91b.  ;  Dr,  Rose,  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-five,  lljlb.,  besides  afero.v  of  2ilb.  ;  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-seven  trout, 
141b.  On  lObh,  Dr.  Rose,  on  Loch  Cama,  three  dozen, 
121b. ;  Mr.  Todd,  London,  on  Loch  Urigill,  one  dozan, 
51b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  on  Loch  Urigill  (for  half 
day  only),  five  dozen,  171b.  On  lltb,  Mr.  Todd,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  twenty-seven,  121b. ;  Mr.  Dyke,  on  Loch  Cama, 
twenty-one,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Stewart,  fourteen,  51b.  ;  Dr.  and 
Mia.  Rose,  on  Loch  Urigill,  108,  281b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barrett,  fifty-eight,  181b.  ;  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Parker, 
on  Looh  Boarlan  (for  a  short  time),  twenty -three, 
lOJlb.-B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Principally  owing  to 
the  frequent  rises  in  the  waters  the  fish  are  not  making 
any  prolonged  stay  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  the  best 
baskets  have  been  made  higher  up  the  rivers.  In  the 
Netherby  water,  however,  some  nice  kills  have  been  made. 
A  new_  lun  of  herling  of  good  quality  and  size  has  set  in, 
and  with  more  favourable  weather  some  good  baskets 
should  be  made  between  Longtown  and  the  metal  bridge. 
Messrs.  H.  Foster,  J.  Fardale,  Longtown,  and  others 
have  had  nice  baskets  of  herling  and  sea  trout.  The 
Liddle  is  affording  good  sport.  Mr.  Reid,  Arthnrst, 
fishing  in  the  double  water,  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  in  the 
Willow  Pool.  Mr.  Graham  had  a  good  basket  of  herling 
higher  up.  Mr.  J.  Musgrove,  Globe  Hotel,  Longtown, 
and  Mr.  J.  Musgrove,  Longtown,  had  good  catches  of  sea 
trout  and  herling,  killing  half  a  dozen  sea  trout  and  a 
large  nnmber  of  fine  herling.  Mr.  Nickel,  staying  at  the 
Graham  Arms  Hotel,  Longtown,  has  made  good  baskets. 
Salmon  continue  very  shy,  and  few  have  been  caught. 
However,  last  week  Mr.  Combe  was  'fortunate 
enough  to  capture  one  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
reserved  water.  Mr.  Phayrelock,  Eskdale  Hotel, 
Langholm,  had  twelve  sea  trout,  some  herling, 
and  eighteen  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters. 
On  Friday  Mr.  Dansy,  Eskdale  Hotel,  had  two  sea  trout, 
two_  herling,  and  some  yellow  trout  in  Liddle.  At  another 
fishing,  in  the  same  water,  Mr.  Phayrelock  caught  five  sea 
trout,  six  herling,  and  six  yellow  trout  with  the  fly.  Fish- 
ing in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  Creighton,  Eskdale  Hotel, 
had  four  sea  trout,  eight  herling,  and  twelve  yellow  trout. 
Mrs.  Joe  Anderson,  and  Masters  Drummond  and  Arnold 
Anderson  had  a  splendid  basket  of  103  yellow  trout  in 
Meggatt  and  Stennish  waters.  Messrs.  Bauchope  (two 
rods)  caught  eighty-three  herling,  five  sea  trout,  and  two 
grilse,  weighing  71b.  and  4|lb.  respectively.  In  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Eek,  Mr.  Johnstone  caught  three  sea  trout 
and  thirty-six  herling.  Mr,  Robert  and  Master  Yates, 
Tod  Hill  Wood,  had  ten  sea  trout  and  over  a  score  of 
herling  in  three  days'  fishing.  Mr.  Frank  Little  has  had 
good  sport  in  Byreburn  foot  water.  Jlr.  Phayre  Lock  has 
caught  from  five  to  eighteen  herling  daily  in  Langholm 
water  and  upper  reaches.  Mr.  Majoribanks  had  a 
splendid  basket  of  twenty  -  seven  herling  at  a  fishing 
with  fly  in  Longwood  reservoir  water.  In  the 
Doke  of  Buccleuch's  water  some  excellent  baskets 
have  been  made  also  in  Broomholm  reservoir  water 
below  Skipper  Bridge.  Fishing  in  the  Canonbie  water. 
Dr.  Anderson  caught  a  grilee  weighing  4Jlb., 
two  sea  trout,  and  some  herling.  In  the  same  water,  Mr. 
J.  Graham,  Canonbie,  captured  a  fine  grilse;  and  at 
another  fishing  he  creeled  another  grilse,  weighing  61b., 
and  a  lot  of  herling.  Dr.  Burrell  caught  a  grilse  of  61b. 
and  a  sea  trout}  Miss  Church,  Park  House,  Canonbie, 
bad  two  sea  trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  Payne  caught 


two  sea  trout  and  twenty-six  herling;  Mr.  T.  Scott  had 
two  sea  trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  Phayrelock  had 
fourteen  yellow  trout  on  Monday  in  the  Tarras ;  Mr. 
Dansey  had  two  sea  trout  and  two  herliog  with  worm  on 
Tuesday ;  Rev.  W.  White  had  seven  herling  in  Canonbie 
water ;  Mr.  T.  Morrison  has  had  several  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water ;  Mr.  Cormac  had  one 
sea  trout,  one  herling,  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  King  Pool,  Upper  Esk ;  Mr.  Stuart,  London,  had  a 
similar  catch  in  the  same  water.  Fishing  in  the  Solway 
has  been  rather  indifferent.  During  the  two  previous 
weeks  there  was  a  good  yield  of  salmon  and  grilse  of  a 
high  quality.  In  the  Billingsgate  Market,  and  also  at 
Manohettsr  and  Liverpool,  Solway  talmon  and  grilse  com- 
manded the  best  prices.  The  nets  have  another  three  weeks 
to  run.  Though  salmon  and  grilse  are  showing  in  large 
numbers  in  the  Solway,  few  are  being  caught  in  the  rivers. 
Good  catches  of  yeUow  trout  and  herling  are  being  made 
in  the  Hermitage  water  below  the  old  castle.  Fishing  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Messrs.  Foster  and 
Crozier  had  each  three  eea  trout ;  Mr.  Anderson  had  two 
sea  trout  and  some  herling  in  Sandholm  Pool ;  Mr.  Murray 
caught  some  yellow  trout  and  herling  in  the  same  water ; 
Mr.  Walker  and  Mr,  Beattie  also  had  similar  catches ;  Mr. 
Carruthers  had  two  sea  trout  and  several  herling  ;  Mr.  W, 
Armstrong  and  Mr.  J,  Inglis  also  had  good  catches  of 
herling  and  yellow  trout.  Fishing  in  the  Stennish  water, 
Mr,  Lightbody  creeled  a  number  of  yellow  trout  in  good 
condition.  Several  anglers  staying  at  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Langholm,  have  had  good  sport  in  the  Ewes  with  yellow 
trout,  and  likewise  in  the  Tarras.  Mr.  J.  Park  killed  a 
large  number  of  yellow  trout  in  one  of  the  tributaries ; 
Mr,  Grant  killed  three  sea  trout  close  to  Skipper's  Biidge ; 
Mr.  Barthwiek  caught  two  sea  trout  in  Langholm  water  ; 
Messrs.  McMillan,  Bell,  and  Harkness  have  had  good 
sport  with  sea  trout  and  herling  in  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Esk.  The  weather  is  at  present  magnificent.  One  of 
the  most  salubrious  spots  on  the  Esk,  owing  to  the 
sea  breezes  from  the  Solway,  exists  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Metal  Bridge,  where  fly  fishing  is  in  full  force, 
bait  fishing  being  almost  confined  to  bobbing  for  eels, 
which  does  not  affect  the  fly  fiiherman.  Sport,  however, 
continues  poor  below  Longtown  down  to  the  Solway. 
Mr.  Foster,  Longtown,  had  two  sea  trout  and  a  few 
herling ;  Mr.  Milne,  Longtown,  caught  two  sea  trout  in 
the  lower  reaches  ;  Mr.  Graham  had  two  sea  trout  in  the 
Netherby  water ;  Mr.  Budd  caught  two  sea  trout  in  the 
Longtown  water.  In  the  mid  reaches,  Mr.  J.  Ballantyne, 
Woodbouse,  bad  an  excellent  basket  of  herling  below 
Canonbie  Bridge ;  Mr.  John  Graham  caught  a  dozan 
herling  and  three  sea  trout;  Mr.  R.  Murray  had  two  sea 
trout  and  some  herling  in  the  same  water;  Mr.  J.  Ash- 
croft  caught  three  sea  trout  and  several  herling ;  Mr.  R. 
Steele  hsd  four  sea  trout  in  Canonbie  water;  Mr.  Wm. 
Edgar  killed  two  sea  trout ;  Mr.  D.  Calvert  canght  three 
sea  trout  below  Bridge.  Several  anglers,  staying  at  the 
Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  have  had  excellent  sport  in 
the  mid  reaches  with  sea  trout  and  herling.  There 
continues  to  be  a  good  flow  of  water  in  both  rivers,  and 
angling  prospects  are  decidedly  good. — Gilnockie. 

Deyeron  (Banffshire).— This  river  has  been  in  capital 
condition  for  some  time,  and  fair  sport  is  being  enjoyed. 
In  the  upper  waters  the  weather  has  been  somewhat 
against  successful  fishing.  There  is  a  good  appearance  of 
fish  in  the  pools.  Grilse  have  been  running  well,  and  of 
late  salmon  are  more  plentiful.  The  net  fishermen  have 
also  been  capturing  a  good  many  sea  trout  ia  their  nets  of 
lib.  to  21b.  weight,  and  they  are  making  a  better 
appearance  than  they  did  last  season.  The  recent  spate 
brought  on  more  salmon  to  the  river,  and  several  of  those 
got  were  of  large  size.  G*ilee  are  falling  off,  their 
scarcity  being  attributed  to  the  southerly  winds  and  too 
calm  weather  on  the  coast.  Up  to  the  end  of  last  week 
the  nets  on  the  coast  yielded  well,  the  total  number  of 
boxes  consigned  from  the  stations  and  the  river  being 
thiity.  On  Monday  of  this  week  four  boxes  were  con- 
signed and  one  on  Tuesday.  On  the  Beldorney  section  of 
the  Deveron  on  Aug.  8,  Mr.  C.  F.  Wood  landed  a  salmon 
of  5|lb. ;  on  the  Blairmore  water,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  keeper, 
had  two  fish  on  the  same  day,  of  6Jlb.  and  lljlb.  The 
fish  are  exceedingly  shy  to  rise.  Keen  frosts  are  now  felt 
in  the  evening, 

Lairg  Botel  Watars  (Sutherland,  N,B.)— On 
Aug.  6  Mr.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Shin,  eleven  trout,  3|lb.  ; 
Mr.  Henderson,  eight  trout,  2Jlb  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Allan,  on 
Fcurloch,  ten  trout,  4flb  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Grifiiths,  on  Shin 
Bay,  half  a  dozen,  2^1b.  Messrs.  Leach  and  Latham,  on 
Loch  Beannoch,  had  eight  trout,  61b,  On  7th,  Mr. 
Fairburn,  on  Loch  Shin,  six  trout,  2Jlb.  On  8th,  Mr. 
Reid,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  three  trout,  21b.  On  9th,  Mr.  Reid, 
on  Shinness  Bay,  half  a  dozen,  2ilb, ;  and  Col.  Parker 
Jervis,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  five,  2^lb.  On  10th,  Mr.  Reid, 
on  Loch  Beannoch,  five  trout,  2|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Fairburn, 
on  Fourloch,  one  dozen,  5Jlb.  On  13th,  similar  baskets 
were  made  on  Beannoch  by  Mr.  Reid  and  Col.  Parker 
Jervis.  On  14th,  Mr.  H.  M.  Liardet,  on  Lech  Shin,  got 
two  Salmo  feror  of  4Jlb.  and  2Jlb  ,  besides  four  brown 
trout,  Ijlb.    Weather  and  water  most  favourable. — B. 

Loohness  (Foyers  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel  on  Monday  last,  Mr,  McGregor,  of  Dundee,  got 
thirteen  trout,  61b. ;  on  Tuesday,  one  grilse,  4|lb.,  one  tea 
trout,  IJlb.,  and  one  loch  trout,  lib.  ;  on  Wedntsday,  three 
trout,  21b.  ;  and  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Auoh-Leeks,  two 
trout,  IJlb.  On  Thursday,  Mrs.  McGregor  got  one  trout, 
21b. ;  on  Friday,  Mr.  McGregor  bad  fourteen  trout,  71b. ; 
on  Saturday  Mr.  Robertson  had  four  trout,  2Jlb., 
and   Mr.  Walker,  of  Dundee,   twelve   trout,   5|  b. — 

S.  TiLSTON. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— Good  spcrthas  been  got  till 
the  latter  end  of  the  week,  when  the  weather  became  too 
bright  for  sport,  and  only  small  fish  of  about  Mb. 
weight  were  got.  Mr.  Gourlay,  Dundee,  had  thirty-three 
trout,  241b. ;  Mr,  W.  Scott,  Dundee,  forty-seven  trout. 


241b, ;  Mr,  Braid,  Dollar,  sixteen  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  John 
Kennedy,  Edinburgh,  thirty-two  trout,  201b.  ;  Mr.  A. 
McKenzie,  Glasgow,  twenty  trout,  i:ilb. ;  Mr.  Blair  and 
Mr.  Glen,  Glasgow,  thirteen  trout,  111b.  8:z. ;  Mr. 
Drysdale  and  Mr.  Hunter,  Dollar,  twenty-three  trout, 
161b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  T.  S.  Knox,  Cambus,  and  Mr.  Mclvin, 
Alloa,  tweit;-two  trout,  181b.;  Mr,  Elick,  Sheffield, 
thirtj-two  trout,  231b,;  Mr.  McLean,  Perth,  fitteeu 
trout,  lllb. ;  Mr.  Caddellatd  friends,  Edinburgh,  twenty- 
two  trout,  15. b.  4jz.;  Mr.  C.  M.  Smart,  Edinburgh, 
thirty  trout,  221b. ;  Mr.  Arthur  Thomas  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Dunn,  Edinburgh,  twenty-four  trout,  lllb. ;  Mr.  Rea, 
Newcastle-on-Tjne,  sixteen  trout,  101b.  8oz. ;  Mr,  Rey- 
nolds and  Mr.  Vanghan,  Newcistle-on-Tyne,  nineteen 
trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Graham,  Aitth  Castle,  fifteen  trout, 
131b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Young,  Glasgow,  twenty-two  trout, 
131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Young,  Abardour,  twenty-four  trout, 
251b. ;  Mr.  Hardie,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout,  141b, 
Of  seven  clubs  which  competed,  the  most  successful  were  : 
Uddingston  Waltonians,  with  eight  rods,  killed  sixty-four 
trout,  461b.  4oz.  First,  Mr.  P.  Priogle,  thirteen  trout, 
91b.  lloz.;  second,  Mr.  G,  A.  Shanks,  thirteen  trout, 
81b.  5oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  P.  Pringle,  21b,  8Joz. 
Fourteen  members  of  the  Perthshire  Club  creeled  207 
trout,  1051b.  4oz.  First,  Mr.  .J,  Rutherford,  twenty-one 
trout,  14lb.  lOoz. ;  second,  Mr.  G.  Pople,  twenty-two 
trout,  lllb.  8oz.  ;  third,  Mr.  McNicol,  twenty-one  trout, 
lllb.  6oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr,  J.  Rutherford,  21b.  3Joz.— 
Robert  Laing. 

Inveran  Hotel  Waters  (via  Invershin,  N.B.). 
— Mr,  and  Mrs.  Davis  had  the  following  sport  on  river 
Shin:  On  7th,  Mr.  Davis  landed  two  salmon,  141b.  and 
181b.  respectively,  and  Mrs.  Davis  a  14-pounder  salmon, 
besides  a  grilse  weighing  41b.  On  8th,  Mr,  Davis  got  a 
41b.  grilse ;  Mr,  L,  Davis,  a  71b.  grilse ;  and  Mrs.  Davis, 
a  13-pounder  salmon.  On  9th,  Mrs.  Davis  got  a  grilse  of 
41b. ;  on  10th,  a  41b.  grilse.  On  11th,  Mr.  Davis  landed  a 
5lb,  grilse. — B, 

North-Bast  of  Scotland,— The  Dee  has  been  ia 
fine  flood,  and  on  Thursday,  last  week,  and  again  on 
Saturday,  was  higher  than  it  has  been  known  to  be  iu 
August  for  some  years  back.  The  floods  will  bring  on  the 
back-end  fish  and  late  grilse,  and  sport  should  be  good 
from  now  on  to  the  close.  After  the  first  flush  ot  the 
"Twelfth"  anglers  will  have  more  time  to  be  at  the 
riverside.  It  was  at  one  time  thought  that  the  number 
of  officers  at  the  front  would  reduce  the  rush  of  holiday- 
seekers  North  this  year,  but  although  the  military  element 
is  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  the  rush  of  professional  and 
other  pleasure-seekers  is  about  as  strong  as  ever.  The 
masses  are  represented  rather  than  the  classes.  Sea  trout 
and  rock  angling  is  in  greater  demand  than  ever,  acd 
these  are  literally  crushed.  Fish  have  been  running 
freely,  but  it  will  be  a  week  or  s)  before  the  full  effect  is 
felt  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron.  On  the  Ythan  things  are 
in  splendid  form — house  fuU,  fish  plentiful;  and  among 
others  angling  from  the  Udny  Arms  may  be  mentioned 
Mr.  Scott,  Penrith;  Surgeon-Gen.  Coloin  Smith,  C.B  ; 
Mr.  Lumsden,  Balmedie ;  Mr.  McLeod ;  Mr.  Gratham, 
Surrey;  and  met  with  baskets  of  from  61b.  to  16;b., 
heaviest  trout,  21b.  On  the  Findhorn  Mr.  Stewart,  S.S.C., 
Edinburgh,  has  been  doing  exceedingly  well  among  the 
finnock  and  sea  trout ;  and  on  the  Spay  at  At)erlour  a 
good  few  grilse  have  been  got,  while  Mr.  Lethbridge  had 
four  ealmon  ranging  from  3|lb.  to  17ilb. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Watets  (via  hairg,  N.B,).— 
Since  last  report  the  following  has  been  the  sport:  On 
7tb,  Mr.  and  Mrs,  O'Vowell,  London,  on  Mid-Sbio, 
landed  twenty  trout,  7ib.  On  10th,  Mr,  and  Mrs. 
O'Vowell,  on  Loch  Gorm,  got  two  dozen  trout,  8Jlb. ;  Mr. 
J.  Ainsworth,  Frethfield,  on  Loch  More,  six  sea  trout, 
lllb.  ;  Messrs.  Ainsworth,  Freahfield,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
one  and  a  half  dozen  trout,  51b.  ;  and  Mr.  Campbell, 
Nairn,  on  Hill  Loch,  foui teen  trout,  41b.  On  11th,  Messrs. 
Ainsworth,  on  Gorm  Loch,  forty-one  trout,  12lb. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  O'Vowell,  on  Loch  Griam,  twenty-two  trout, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Campbell  and  Son,  Nairn,  on  Top  Shin,  eleven 
trout,  4ilb.  On  13th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Vowell,  on  Lach 
Griam,  twenty-one  trout,  lllb.;  Messrs.  Aiasworth  and 
Gardwell,  London,  on  Loch  More,  five  sea  trout,  71b.  ; 
Messrs.  Mackintosh  and  Ainsworth,  on  Lower  Fiag,  nine 
trout,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  Campbell  and  Son,  Nairn,  on  Uppar 
Fiag,  eight  trout,  6Jlb.— B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland.  —  Rain  fell  over  the  Border 
district  of  Dumfriesshire  on  Saturday,  and  most  of  the 
rivers  showed  a  rise  of  fully  2fc.  cn  Sanday.  A 
number  of  the  streams  were  placed  in  semi-flood, 
though  the  water  was  not  much  discoloured.  Dejigcttul 
weather  prevails  this  week,  and  there  are  hopeful  signs 
that  a  spell  of  fine  weather  has  now  commenced.  There 
was  afresh  run  of  herling  from  the  Solway  on  Tuesday, 
though  the  herling  were  so  small  in  size  that  they  looked 
as  if  they  hid  passed  through  herring  nets.  Indeed,  there 
was  ample  evidence  that  tbey  had  done  so,  as  during  the 
past  ten  days  many  of  the  small  herling  caught  by  anglers 
were  distinctly  marked  with  the  herring  net  mesh,  proving 
that  they  had  efciped  through  the  mes^.  In  ihe  lower 
and  tidal  waters  of  the  rivers  angling  lai  been  dis- 
appointing, though  good  sport  has  b  eu  the  rule  in  the 
middle  and  higher  waters.  It  is  expected  that  the  lower 
stretches  will  show  some  improvement  in  the  sport  very 
shortly,  as  the  large  herling,  kacwu  as  the  black  fin 
September  herling,  are  one  with  the  nest  tides.  Tiie 
largest  herlirg  always  run  in  September,  and  weigh  up  to 
fully  jlb.  In  the  firth  nets  the  excellent  show  of  salmon 
and  grilse  of  a  fortnight  ago  has  now  fallen  cff,  and  only 
moderate  catches  have  b;en  the  rale  this  weak.  Toe  most 
of  the  salmon  fishings  ceaee  operations  for  this  season  at 
the  end  of  the  present  week,  bat  the  S.lway  does  not 
expire  its  netting  season  until  the  night  of  Sept.  10.  Tha 
foil  owing  is  a  note  of  the  spcrt  obtained  on  the  diffirent 
rivers  of  the  district :  The  Annan.- This  river  was  in 
flood  on  Sunday,  and  in  full  blac^  waters  on  Monday  and 
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Taesday.    Fishing  in  the  Hoddom  Castle  water,  on 
Thursday  evening,  for  herling,  Mr.  Whitten  Manarie, 
Ecclefechan,  hooked  and  saccessfnlly  landed  a  beautiful 
salmon  of  81b.  with  Mid,?e  Fly.    Odd  sea  troat  and 
a  few  herling  have  been  caught  on  this  stretch  of 
the   river,  but  the  sport  has  not  bean  gjod.  Mr. 
Mayes,  maniger  for  Messrs.  Rudge  Whitworth,  Regent- 
street,    had    about  twenty  herling  during  last  iveBk 
on    the   Murraythwaite   and    Brydekirk    waters.  In 
Northfield   water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.   J.  C.  Thexton 
caught  with  fly  one  sea  trout  and  ten  herling,  all,  with  one 
exception,  fresh-run  fish.     Mr.  McGiverin  (postmaster) 
had  five  herling  in  the  same  water  on  the  previ  )U8  day 
with  fly,  and  seven  on  Saturday  with  the  minnow.  Mr. 
Torry,  of  Glasgow,  had  a  good  basket  in  Galabank  water 
on  Fridiy,  killing  about  a  dozen  herling  and  yellow  trout, 
and  a  sea  trout  of  fully  31b.  with  day  fly.    Owing  to  the 
biack  waters  there  has  been  no  after  dark  fishing  for  over 
a  fortnight.    Several  English  and  Scotch  visiting  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  lower  waters  this  week,  but  I  did  not 
hear  what  sport  they  had.      In  the  floods  a  larger 
number  of  herling  were  caught  in  the  middle  waters,  and 
several  good  creels  were  taken  in  Mount  Annan  portion  by 
the  Brydekirk  fishermen.    Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  had 
fairly  good  sport  in  that  portion  of  the  river.    I  learn 
to-day  that  the  drift  net  fishermen  of  the  Sol  way  have 
been  warned  that  they  will  be  liable  to  be  proceeded 
against  for  continuing  to  fish  with  the  whammle  nets.  It 
18  said  that  the  warning  has  come  from  the  Scottish 
Fishery  Board.    It  is  alleged  that  the  drift  nets  of 
the   Solway   are   exactly  the  same  as  those  of  the 
Tay,  and  pronounced  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  be 
ulegsJ.     The  Annan  whammle  netmen  take  out  a  licence 
from  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  at  Carlisle.   As  only  three 
weeks  have  to  run  before  the  netting  in  the  Solway  closes 
for  the  season,  a  number  of  legal  local  advisers  of  the 
fishermen  express  their  opinions  that  the  men  will  not  be 
interfered  with  this  year.    The  Nith.— This  river  is  in 
good  order  this  week,  and  has  yielded  of  late  good  baskets 
of  herling  in  the  middle  and  private  reaches.    Mr.  Hoare, 
a  most  expert  minnow  fisher,  killed  over  thirty  fine 
herling  at  two  outings  in  the  private  waters  of  Friars 
Carse,  below  Auldgirth.     In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  waters 
excellent  creels  of  sea  trout  and  a  few  herling  have  been 
taken,  and  this  part  of  the  river,  as  also  the  Sanquhir 
portion,  has  not  fished  so  well  for  some  years.    Not  much 
has  been  done  in  the  Cowhill  portion.   Near  the  town  of 
Dumfries  sport  has  been  exceedingly  poor  with  fly  and 
worm  this  week.  I  learn  that  Lord  Bxlfour,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland,  has  given  his  decision  with  regard  to  the  Royal 
Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  pollution  of  the  Nith.  His 
lordship  IS  of  opinion  that  the  Nith  is  a  very  polluted 
river,  and  has  pronounced  judgment  in  favour  of  the 
petitioners.     The  local  authorities  of    Dumfries  and 
Maxvvelltown  have  been  allowed  to  January  1  next  to  set 
about _  with  a  scheme  for  purifying  the  river  of  the 
obnoxious  discharges  from  the  sewers  and  mills.    There  is 
now  hope  of  this  river  getting  its  due  share  of  sea  fish 
from  the  Solway.    The  river  has  been  a  long-standing 
dugrace  to  Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown.    The  Galloway 
Rivers.— Angling  has  been  improving  in  this  district 
since  the  floods,   A  large  number  of  rods  were  out  on  the 
Ken  of  New  Galloway  last  week.    Over  thirty  members  of 
the  Auchenleck  Angling  Club  closed  their  competition 
season  last  week  with  an  excursion  to  the  Ken,  and  some 
fine  creeh  of  yellow  trout  were  caught.    The  first  and 
special  prizes  were  carried  off  by  Mr.  Robert  Glencross, 
with  a  basket  of  yellow  trout  weighin»  161b.    Mr.  Hugh 
R  cbmond  was  second  prize  taker.    Mr.  W.  Judge  and 
Mr.  John  .Judge  had  also  good  baskets.    The  Carsphairn 
portion  afforded  good  catches,  and  several  rods  did  very 
well  lower  down  the  river  at  Dairy.    The  (iatehouse 
Fleet  has  been  disturbed  with  the  recsnt  rains  and 
anglers  out  with  worm  bait  had  fairly  good  creels.  The 
Dromore  waters  have  afforded  the  best  sport  among  sea 
trout.     The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  the  Cree  of 
Creetown  are  not  much  reported.    The  Urr  of  Dalbeattie 
has  been  in   good  ply,  and  fair  sport  has  been  the 
rule.     Several   nice    catches  of    herling   have  fallen 
to    the    rods    when    the     water    was     in  trim 
Ayrshiee  Rivers  and  Lochs.— These  waters  have  been 
m  farst-rate  ply  of  late,  and  moderate  sport  has  fallen  to 
locil  and  visiting  anglers.   A  large  number  of  holiday 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  middle  waters  of  the 
Ayr  and  district  streams,  and  those  who  fished  with 
worm  bait  in  the  floods  had  large  baskets  of  brown 
trout.    The  lochs  have  not  been  fishing  well  for  several 
weeks  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  their  season 
18  drawing  to  a  close  for  sport.    The  Derwent  and  other 
rivers  of  that  part  of  the  district  is  now  in  fine  order,  and 
angling  has  considerably  improved  during  the  pist  week 
or  ten  days,  and  at  least  a  couple  of  salmon  have  been 
landed  m  the  Derwent.    A  goodly  number  of  salmon  are 
showing  themselves  in  the  pools  now  in  both  the  lower 
and  higher  waters.    Mr.  R.  Benson,  fishing  with  the  fly 
in  Lamb  s  Scaur  on  Saturday,  killed  a  small  salmon  of 
6ilb.    Mr.  H.  Moncrief  fished  the  Cradles  Pool  on 
Monday,  and  was  successful  in  landing  a  beautiful  and 
clean  run  salmon  of  llflb.     It  was  taken  with  fly. 

^®  baskets 'Of  sea  trout  were  caught  last  week 
T  ^^^^  ^a-ters  were  discoloured. 

••  ,.  ■■  *  reported  as  having  killed  thirty-two 

weighing  ISilb.  These  were  caught  with  worm.  A 
number  of  other  anglers  had  from  a  brace  to  over  a  dozen 
sea  trout  each  for  the  week,  and  the  trout  weighed  from 
lilb.  to  4lb.  each.  Among  the  successful  rods  who  had 
tbe  largest  baskets  were  Messrs.  F.  Brown,  J.  Burgess  H 
Moncrief,  J-  Walker,  J.  Tunstall,  T.  W.  Rook  (fishing 
tackle  dealer)  J.  Reynolds,  G.  Cockton,  J.  Troughear 
W.  Jackson,  P.  Burns,  Todhunter,  and  others.  Capital 
sport  was  hid  in  the  Broughton  and  Lower  Broughton 
waters  durmg  the  week.  Mr.  Jacob  Ridley  landed  a 
grilse  of  5Ib.,  and  several  fine  sea  trout.   Among  the  other 


rods  who  had  sea  trout  and  brown  trout  were  Messrs.  Jas. 
Newman,  This.  R^lph,  Wm.  Tunstall,  J.  W.  Herbert, 
Geo.  Stephenson,  R.  Beattie,  J.  Lister,  and  J.  Ostle.  On 
Saturday  Mr.  J,  Low  hooked  a  fine  salmon  of  about  151b. 
in  the  Crumutb  Castle  water,  but  unfortunately  lost  it  on 
the  point  of  the  gaff.  The  Clifton  district  of  the  Darwent 
has  afforded  capital  sport  among  brown  trout,  chiefly  with 
the  worm  bait,  and  among  those  who  had  baskets  of  trout 
were  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phillips,  of  Seaton,  who  had  a  creel  of 
trout  weighing  161b  ,  taken  with  the  clear  water 
worm  in  the  Derwent  at  Borrowdale.  Among  the 
other  rods  who  had  large  catches  were  Messrs.  C.  Graham, 
Bridgefoot,  T.  Penny,  Little  Clifton,  J.  Byers,  T.  Sander- 
son, T.  Peart,  and  G.  Smith,  of  Chapel-row,  and 
Thos.  MoKeating,  Great  Clifton.  Few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  lakes  this  week.  One  of  my  correspondents, 
writing  on  Bassenthwate  Lake,  says  that  salmon  are 
showing,  and  there  would  now  be  a  capital  chance  of 
landing  one  or  two  by  trolling  with  the  Phantom  minnow 
or  with  spinning  a  spoon  bait.  Last  week  a  moderate 
amount  of  sport  was  had  on  the  Irt,  Ehen,  and  Cumber- 
land Esk,  and  among  the  successful  anglers  were  Messrs. 
Simpson  and  Wheteley.  Capital  baskets  were  also  had  on 
the  Cocker.  Fair  baskets  ware  had  on  the  Dnddon  water 
by  Messrs.  Atkinson  and  Fleming.  The  weather  has  been 
extremely  hot  since  Tuesday.  The  change  is  hailed  with 
pleasure,  as  there  has  been  no  summer  weather  this  year 
to  speak  of  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  water  is  now  in  fine  ply, 
and  good  sport  is  being  enjoyed.  The  river  appears  to  be 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  should  the  weather  prove  suit- 
able after  the  appetites  of  the  sportsmen  on  the  moors  are 
satisfied  something  may  be  done  to  make  up  for  the  spring 
and  autumn  fishings.  From  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  last 
week,  Mr.  Lethbridge  landed  four  salmon  varying  in 
weight  from  SJlb.  to  171b,,  while  from  the  Aberlour 
House  water  another  four  were  got.  On  the  Laggan 
water.  Sir  Ford  North  killed  three  salmon.  The  tribu- 
taries of  the  Spey  are  much  swollen  with  the  recent  heavy 
rainfalls. — J.  M. 

Tong-ae  Hotel  Waters.  —  On  August  6,  Mr. 
Crookshank,  on  Looh-na-hacon,  twelve  trout,  31b.  ;  Mr. 
King,  on  Loch  Craggie,  fifteen  trout,  5|lb.  ;  Lord  Auson, 
on  Kinloch  River,  one  grilse,  3 Jib.  On  the  7th,  Mr 
Crookshank,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve  trout,  41b. ;  Mr 
King,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven  trout,  3|lb  ;  Lord  Anson, 
on  Borgie  River,  one  salmon,  61b.  On  the  8th,  Mr. 
Crookshank,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve  trout,  S^Xh. ;  Mr, 
King,  on  Loch  Craggie,  five  trout,  41b.  On  the  9th,  Mr. 
King,  on  the  Kyle,  four  sea  trout,  161b.,  heaviest  21b.  ; 
Mr.  Crookshank,  on  the  Kyle,  two  trout,  4Jlb.,  heaviest 
3lb. ;  Earl  of  Lichfield,  on  the  Kyle,  two  trout,  31b.  On 
the  10th,  Mr.  King,  on  the  Kyle,  two  trout,  3ilb.  On 
the  11th,  Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven  trout,  3lb. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

_  Banu. — Since  last  report  this  river  hascontinued  to  rise 
till  it  has  now  reached  winter  level.  This  has  caused  a 
number  of  the  best  casts  to  be  too  deep  for  salmon  to  come 
to  the  fly,  but  this  temporary  disadvantage  coming  at  a 
time  when  the  ri^er  would  certainly  have  been  ont  of 
angling  order  by  high  temperature  and  flax- water  will  be 
more  than  compensated  for  by  the  other  advantages  that 
are  certain  to  follow  for  what  is  yet  to  come  of  the  season. 
The  rapidity  of  the  current  is  carrying  off  the  flax-water 
at  once  whenever  it  enters  the  river.  Now,  as  the  greater 
part  of  all  the  flax  is  out  of  the  steep  in  the  early  districts 
of  the  counties  of  Down,  Armagh,  Tyrone,  and  Monaghan, 
and  the  late  floods  having  caused  it  to  \e  impossible  for 
the  f  irmers  to  keep  the  poisonous  fluid  in  the  dams  on 
account  of  so  much  fresh-water  running  into  them,  it  has 
nearly  all  reached  the  sea.  la  the  late  mountainous 
districts  of  the  counties  of  Tyrone,  Antrim,  and  Derry 
there  are  yet  large  areas  of  the  plant  to  be  pulled,  but 
the  water  coming  off  this  will  only  affect  a  few  of  the 
tributaries  and  the  other  rivers  of  the  above  counties. 
The  weather  is  now  all  that  could  be  desired,  bright  sun- 
shine  and  a  cloudless  sky  having  taken  the  place  of  the 
rain  and  thunder  clouds  that  continued  so  long.  In  a  few 
days  the  Bann  will  again  be  in  good  angling  order,  when 
English  visitors  will  be  certain  to  get  Jsport.  On  the 
Caronroe  reach  there  were  only  nine  salmon  and  grilse 
taken  for  the  week,  the  largest,  which  was  landed  by  Col. 
Delacherois,  scaling  161b.  On  the  Kilrea  section,  Mr.  F. 
Dawson  landed  two  salmon,  81b.  and  101b.  All  the  above 
were  taken  on  the  fly.  When  posting  above  report  I  was 
informed  that  two  fish  had  been  landed  by  Mr.  F.  Dawson 
to-day,  Aug.  14,  81b.  and  201b.  These  fish  were  taken  on 
the  Black  and  Gold  Fly.  It  is  strange  that  fish  will  look 
at  no  bait  but  the  fly  at  present,  while  in  the  early  part  of 
the  summer  they  refused  it  all  together.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— This  week  trouting  was 
dull  on  the  dams  and  the  rivers,  the  weather  being  bright 
and  the  waters  low,  and  already  tainted  with  the  annual 
curse  of  flax-water.  The  Glenavy  is  clear  of  this  pest,  bat 
too  low  for  fly  fishing.  It  is  a  curious  thing  that  a  good 
many  local  anglers  are  giving  more  attention  to  clear  water 
worm  fishing  than  formerly.  The  heaviest  trout  are 
taken  in  this  manner  on  the  Clady,  Glenavy,  Crumlin, 
Crossgar,  and  other  local  streams.  For  the  next  week 
or  so  there  will  be  little  or  no  fishing,  owing  to  the 
presence  of  flax  water. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  almost  nil  on  the 
majority  of  the  Cork  rivers  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  since  last  report,  owing  to  the  great  heat,  low  waters, 
and  bright  sunshine.  In  the  late  evenings  on  a  couple  of 
days  some  fair  sport  was  had.  At  time  of  writing  the 
weather  is  getting  even  hotter,  and  it  is  quite  useless  to 
attempt  fly  fishing  until  the  late  evenings.  Worm  fishers, 
however,  could  have  gome  sport,  but  this  latter  kind  of 
fishing  is  not  practised  to  any  extent  at  any  time  through- 
out the  country.  No  good  sport  can  be  expected  on  any 
water  until  the  weather  changes,  and  on  the  minor  waters 


mtioh  mn  is  needed  before  any  sport  can  be  obtainable.— 

Tyrone  Rivers.— In  the  past  week  little  was  done  on 
the  majority  of  the  Tyrone  rivers,  as  the  flax-water 
pollution  is  now  in  evidence.  As  the  rivers  are  all  com- 
paratively low  the  stuff  wilLdo  a  lot  of  harm  to  fish  if  a 
flood  do  not  come  to  sweep  it  away  in  the  next  few  days. — 
J.  A.  B. 

D3negal  Rivers.— The  Gweedore  is  in  fair  order, 
and  in  the  past  few  days  Sir  Edward  Bates,  Bart.,  Many- 
down  Castle  (Basingstoke),  Mr.  P.  J.  W.  Edwards,  Mr. 
Johnson,  Mrs.  Johnson,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Northridge, 
and  others  had  very  good  grilse  fishing,  the  fish 
running  from  31b.  to  7ib.  and  81b.  On  the  Lennan,  Sir 
P.  Carver,  Mr.  MoKinney,  and  Mr.  Grimshaw  killed 
several  fish  each.  A  good  deal  of  clean-run  fish  went 
up  the  river  lately.  Tbe  Lennan  is  one  of  the  earliest 
salmon  rivers  in  Ireland,  as  clean-run  fish  are  found  in  it 
after  th3  New  Year.— J.  A.  B. 

Bme  (Ballyshannou  and  Belleek).— Very  bright 
weather  continued  during  all  the  past  week ;  still  some 
good  sport  was  had.  Mr.  Joseph  Hone  landed  nine 
salmon  during  the  past  week  weighing  from  71b.  to  14ilb. ; 
Mr.  Ellis  took  five  salmon  in  same  time  weighing  from 
81b.  to  161b. ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Mann  took  three  salmon  of  121b., 
9.b.,  and  101b.;  Mr.  F.  Moore  took  one  salmon  of  91b, 
on  Aug.  9.  Mr.  Wilson  took  one  salmon  of  181b.  on  same 
day;  and  Capt.  Fyfe  Jameson  took  two  salmon  of  191b. 
and  61b.  on  lOch  inst.  The  river  continues  in  good  fishing 
order  at  time  of  writing. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.- Very  little  sport  has  been  had  in  any 
department  on  any  of  the  Kerry  rivers  since  last  report. 
The  heat  has  been  unbearable,  and  angling,  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time,  entirely  out  of  the  question,  Ocoasion- 
ally,  however,  some  sport  was  had  on  the  principal  rivers 
in  the  late  evenings,  but  the  records  to  hand  are  all  very 
meagre  in  the  aggregate.  The  prospects,  for  the  next  few 
days  at  least,  are  bad,  as  the  heat  is  increasing,  but  in  the 
very  changeable  climate  of  "  tearful  Kerry  "  the  weather 
may  change  unexpectedly  at  any  time.  Should  rain  take 
place— and  much  of  it  would  be  wanted— good  sport 
should  be  had,  bacause  it  is  beyond  all  matter  of  doubt 
that  salmon— and,  on  those  waters  that  hold  them,  sea 
trout— are  more  numerous  than  they  have  been  for  some 
time.— T.  J,  D. 

Kidarney,— Sport  has  been  very  poor,  owing  to  the 
great  heat  of  the  past  few  days.  The  weather  too  has 
been  very  bright,  and  all  waters  very  calm,  there  being 
little  or_  no  wind.  Occasionally,  however,  especially  in 
the  evening,  a  few  fish  were  had  in  the  Lanne,  and  in  the 
lakes  some  brown  trout,  but  the  total  of  the  records  for 
the  week  was  a  very  low  one,  in  consequence  of  the  adverse 
climatic  conditions.  That  salmon  ara  at  least  fairly 
numerous  appears  to  be  certain,  and  good  sport  should  be 
had  among  them  whenever  the  weather  changes  and  some 
rain  takes  place.  We  must  say,  however,  that  such  a  good 
change — from  an  angling  point  of  view — appears  very 
remote  at  time  of  writing.— T.  J.  D. 

Long'h  Carrane  (Waterville,  oo;  Kerry).— Owing 
to  very  bright  and  sultry  weather,  eport  has  fallen  away 
very  much  on  Lough  Currane  since  last  report.  In  fact, 
angling  was  out  of  the  question  for  the  greater  part  of  each 
day,  owing  to  the  excessive  heat,  bright  sunshine,  and  calm 
water.  In  the  late  evenings,  however,  some  sport  was  had 
at  sea  and  brown  trout,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  salmon 
or  peal  being  had.  On  a  couple  of  days  at  the  beginning 
of  the  week  some  fair  baskets  of  sea  trout  were  had  on  the 
Inney,  but  at  time  of  writing  this  water  is  only  a  mere 
trickle  between  the  pools,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to 
the  Cummeragh.  Prospects  are  not  improved  for  the  next 
few  days,  as  the  great  heat  is  increasing,  and  at  time  of 
writing  is  quite  tropical.  Sport  has  been  fair  on  Coppal 
Lake.— T.  J.  D. 

Longhs  Mask,  Corrib,  and  Na-Pough.  —  The 
following  anglers  ara  fishing  above  waters  from  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  and  are  getting 
excellent  sport :  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  Capt.  Hall,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  and  party ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MoVear  and 
party,  Mrs.  Price  and  Master  Price,  Dr.  Mcintosh,  and 
Mr.  Fox,  the  latter  gentleman  making  a  record  basket 
of  pike  on  10th  inst.— five  pike,  weighing  681b.,  largest 
301b. — also  a  beautiful  81b.  trout.  Other  anglers  making 
large  baskets  daily— from  four  to  eight  trout,  average 
2ilb.  each.  Weather  all  that  could  be  desired  an  i  trout 
and  pike  well  on  the  feed. — J.  A.  J, 

Iiongrh  Melvln.— Sport  during  the  past  week  has 
not  been  so  good  as  in  the  previous  week,  as  the  trout  did 
not  rise  well  in  consequence  of  the  bright,  clear  weather. 
Mr.  H,  Kane  took  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  4Jlb.,  on  9th 
inst.;  Captain  F.  W,  Jones  took  a  handsome  gillaroo 
trout,  weighing  2ilb. ;  Mr.  G.  ConoUy,  Mr.  A.  Martin, 
Mr.  E.  Mulhern,  and  Captain  Thomson  took  a  number  of 
nice  specimens  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  in  the  late 
evenings  during  the  past  week.  At  time  of  writing  the 
weather  continues  very  bright  and  hot.— M.  Rooian  and 
Sons. 

Melviah  Hotel  (Satherlaud  shire)  .-On  July  30, 
Mr.  Hutoheaon  had  thirteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  four 
trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Napier,  one  grilse,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Malloch, 
301b.  trout.  On  July  31,  Mr,  Hutcheson  had  81b.  trout ; 
Mr.  Malloch,  sixty  trout,  26|lb.  On  Aug.  2,  Mr. 
Pritchiid  had  eleven  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  seven 
trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Densham,  eleven  trout,  61b.  On  Aug.  3, 
Mr.  Malloch  had  eighty  trout,  50;b  ;  Mr.  Hutcheson, 
seventy -two  trout,  401b. ;  Mr.  Campbell,  four  trout,  2ilb. 
Oa  Aug.  6,  Mr.  Napier  had  one  grilse,  41b. ;  Mr.  Malloch, 
six  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hutcheson,  thirteen  trout,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Brown,  four  trout,  41b. ;  Mr,  Densham,  twelve  trout,  61b. ; 
Messrs.  Williams  and  Brown,  sixty  trout,  161b.;  Dr. 
Phillips,  one  salmon,  6Jlb.  On  Aug.  7,  Messrs.  Brown 
and  Williams,  sixty-three  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Hutcheson, 
thirteen  trout,  71b.;  Mr.  Malloch,  351b.  trout.  On 
Aug.  8,  Mr.  Densham  had  twelve  trout,  81b,   On  Aug.  9, 


August  18,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


141 


Mr.  Malloch  had  sixty  trout,  201b. ;  Mr.  Hutcheaon, 
seven  trout,  61b.  On  Auit.  13,  Canon  Short  had  four 
trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Campbsll,  thirteen  trout,  71b.  Mr 
Mallooh's  total  catch  here  was  480  trout. 

Moy,  Lougfhs  Conn  and  Calleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Summer  weather  now  ;  rivers  cjming  into  good 
order.  A  good  eupply  of  salmon  and  grilse  and  sea  trout 
on  all  the  pools.  Mr.  Dorran,  three  grilse,  171b. ;  Mr. 
Coake,  four  grilse,  231b. ;  Mr.  Murray,  six  grilse,  351b. ; 
Mr._  Fred  Scroop,  one  salmon,  111b.  Sea  trout  anglers 
fishing  the  lower  part  of  rivers  are  getting  good  sport.  A 
jfood  many  pike  have  been  taken  on  the  loughs,  largest 
271b.  Few  trout  getting  occasionally.  KiUing  flies 
Black  and  Yellow  Gosshawk. — Pat  Hbaenes. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Douegral).— White  trout 
fishing  continues  splendid  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses. 
Since  last  report  the  following  takes  were  made: 
Avg.  8th,  Dr.  Hobson,  on  Loughinure,  three  trout, 
heaviest  3lb. ;  Col.  Rogers,  on  Meenlecknalore,  two  ;  Col. 
Buckle, on  Owenamara,  two;  Mr.  Lloyd,  on  Loughanure, 
three,  heaviest  2Jlb.  9th,  Dr.  Fry,  on  Owenamara,  three 
heaviest  21b. ;  Mr.  Turbill,  on  Meenlecknalore,  five, 
heaviest  2^1b.  11th,  Mr.  Arundel,  seventeen,  heaviest 
31b. ;  Mr.  Carter,  on  Dungloe,  six ;  Dr.  Fox,  on  Tnlly, 
four ;  Mr.  Carter  and  Col.  Rogers,  on  Tully,  six  ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Ross,  on  Dungloe,  four;  Col. 
Buckle,  Meenlecknalore,  four;  Dr.  Hobson,  on  Tully, 
four;  Mr.  Arundel,  on  Dungloe,  three;  Master  Fry,  on 
Loughanure,  two,  one  4ilb.— the  heaviest  fish  of  the  week. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Johnson,  on  Tully,  killed  four;  Mr. 
Arundel,  on  Owenamara,  four ;  Mr.  Carter,  on  Dungloe, 
six;  and  Mr.  Johnson,  on  Tully,  four  white  trout.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— The  weather  is  now 
very  bright  and  warm  ;  in  fact,  regular  summer  weather. 
On  Doonaes,  Mr.  C.  Fane  killed,  14th,  two  peal.  41b.,4ilb. 
On  Prospect,  the  men  killed,  8th,  one  peal,  4|lb.  13  th, 
one  peal,  61b.  On  Newgarden,  the  men  killed,  14th,  one 
peal,  51b.  On  Hermitage,  the  men  killed,  14th,  one  peal, 
61b.— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  fallen  off  considerably  on  the  above  waters  during  the 
past  few  days  owing  to  great  heat,  very  bright  sunshine 
and  waters,  which  were  "  as  calm  as  glass."  Many 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport  among  all  was  poor,  that 
IS,  considering  the  takes  usually  had  on  those  waters  in 
August.  It  is  now  useless  to  fish  for  sea  trout  on  those 
lakes  for  the  greater  part  of  each  day,  though  brown  trout 
are  had  occasionally  at  all  times.  In  the  late  evenings 
some  fair  sport  may  be  had,  even  while  the  great  heat 
continues,  as  a  breeze  generally  springs  up  at  such  times. 
At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  getting  hotter,  and  the 
little  breezes  that  were  occasionally  in  evidence  have  quite 
died  out,  and  the  prospects  of  apoit  are  very  poor,  though 
a  change  often  comes  on  in  these  parts  quite  unexpectedly. 
Great  heat  and  brilliant  sunshine  which  has  often  been 
expected  to  last  for  some  time  has  been  suddenly  followed 
by  howling  winds  and  long-continued  downpours  of  rain. 
September  will  in  all  probability  be  the  best  month  this 
year  on  all  the  upper  lakes.  Later.- Weather  quite 
tropical;  light  breezes  at  times.— T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Brigliton.— The  very  rough  sea  on  August  6  (a 
cyclone,  as  the  papers  had  it)  has  been  6u  acceded  by  a 
dead  calm.  Numbers  of  boat  anglers  out ;  plenty  of  dabs 
to  be  had  near  the  shore,  and  those  who  care  for  prawns 
may  take  them  to  any  amount  in  the  rock  pools  at  the 
Kemptown  end  of  Brighton.  Dabs,  eels,  and  small  bass 
are  being  caught  off  the  groynes  at  the  east  end.  My 
advice  is,  don't  go  far  out,  but  fish  near  the  shore  on  a 
rising  tide. — H. 

Ballintkelligsj-Though  all  kinds  of  fish  usually 
got  here  at  this  time  of  the  year  are  numerous,  sport 
has  been  very  poor,  owing  to  excessive  heat  and  very  calm 
'',ater.  _  It  was  quite  useless,  in  fact,  to  go  out  before  six 
0  clock  in  the  evening.  Between  this  time  and  midnight 
some  good  takes  of  pollack,  garfish,  scad,  mackerel, 
haddocks,  bream,  &c.,  were  had,  the  best  lures  being 
mussels  for  bottom  fish  and  red  rubbers  for  pollack.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Ballycottou.— Sea  angling  has  been  out  of  the 
question  for  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  great  heat  and 
dazzling  sunshine.  In  the  late  evenings  a  few  anglers 
went  out  occasionally,  but  sport  was  not  at  all  good. 
Prospects  not  improved  for  next  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.— Owing  to  very  hot  and  bright  weather 
very  little  has  been  done  at  sea  angling  around  here.  All 
fish  usually  taken  here  at  this  time  are  numerous,  and 
sport  should  be  good  after  dusk  if  any  anglers  go  out 
then.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Pier  fishing  has  proved  very 
unproductive  and  uninteresting  throughout  the  past  week 
a  great  falling  off  in  pollack,  addsd  to  unusually  poor 
bottom  fishing,  rendering  sport  anything  but  lively.  But 
some  good  boat  fishing  has  been  obtained  lately,  the 
catches  includbg  several  large  soles,  plaice,  and  dabs,  and 
a  faar  number  of  small  whiting.  Mr.  Glen  took  a  shapely 
3tlb.  codling  on  the  pier,  on  Sunday,  and  Messrs.  Ward 
Bedford,  Cook,  and  Sender,  a  few  codliog  and  a  sole. 
Mr.  T.  Sexton  had  ten  pollack  on  Monday,  and  Mr 
Harding  eight,  Mr.  J.  T.  Wood  and  Mr.  Beeton  also 
getting  a  few,  while  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Sivill,  with  their 
riiv'"?''^  (T.  Norris),  brought  ashore  one  sole,  weighing 
IJlb..  twenty-three  plaice  and  dabs,  and  nineteen  whiting 
On  Tuesday  our  pier  anglers— Messrs.  Waddell,  Culley' 
BuHill,  Bowles,  Allen,  Slade,  Couzens,  and  a  few  others- 
made  scarcely  any  return,  but  Messrs.  Ward,  Savill,  and 
^esbitt  made  a  very  fine  boat  catch  consisting  of  twenty 
dabs  and  plaice,  and  ten  whiting.  Mr.  Ward  again  took 
premier  honours  upon  the  pier  during  the  evening  with  a 
conger  of         and  several  codlings.   Wednesday's  pier 


rodsters  included  Miss  Ethel  Wall,  who  experienced 
something  akin  to  disappointment  when  she  found  that  the 
fish  did  not  respond  readily  to  the  tempting  bait  offerred 
them.  Bo^h  pollack  and  ground  fish  proved  very  few  and 
ar  between,  the  citoh  of  Mr.  Calley— two  codlings  and  a 
nurse-dog — proving  the  heaviest  of  the  day.  The  wind  is 
now  (6  p.m.  Wednesday)  blowing  with  medium  strength 
from  the  north-east — a  bad  wind  for  anglers. — J 
Richardson. 

Daal.— The  weather  has  been  delightful  lately,  and 
very  fair  takes  of  flatfish  and  a  few  whiting  have  been 
landed  from  the  Second  Battery  Bank.  Messrs.  Savill 
and  Ward,  on  Monday,  with  their  take  of  nice  size  plaice 
and  dabs,  and  one  sole,  weighing  l|lb.,  and  a  few  whiting. 
Myself,  with  a  party,  the  same  day  landed  about  one  score 
and  a  half  from  the  same  spot,  and  one  plaice  scaling 
nearly  31b.  To-day  (Wednesday)  wind  easterly ;  not  many 
boats  out.  Bait,  lugworm.  With  favourable  weather  I 
anticipate  sport  will  improve,  and  gentlemen  using  rod  and 
line  I  recommend  them  to  use  the  ledger  with  three  or 
four  hooks  on,  whilst  the  tide  is  running,  for  this  kind  of 
fishing.— Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.),  Kenwyn,  North 
Parade. 

Penzance. — Pier  anglers  are  having  much  better  sport 
from  the  Newlyn  pierheads.  Fish  are  plentiful  in  the 
bay,  and  boat  anglers  are  making  large  takes  with  hand- 
lines,  &o. — H. 

Plymouth. — We  are  having  some  splendid  sport  here 
with  pollack  and  mackerel,  also  bass  ;  and  from  all  reports 
fishing  in  Cornwall  is  just  as  good.  I  have  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  to-day  who  has  been  having  some  fishing  at 
the  latter  place,  where  he  says,  "  I  had  a  try  for  an  hour 
on  Saturday  evening,  and  had  twenty-seven  pollack,  &o. ; 
Tuesday  we  got  eighty-four  with  three  rods  ;  on  Wednes- 
day two  other  rods  and  myself  took  211,  and  my  two  boys, 
paddling  about  in  a  boat  by  themselves,  with  one  rod  and 
one  hand-line,  caught  fifty-seven  pollack.  We  have  also 
had  several  quarts  ofprawns  with  the  spoon-shape  nets 
we  had  from  you."  We  are  catching  a  lot  of  bags  at  the 
Rame  Head,  fishing  from  the  recks  with  a  rod.  A  gentle- 
man also  fishing  at  the  Eddystone  has  been  taking  a  lot 
of  very  large  bass  ;  he  was  also  fishing  with  a  rod.  Some 
of  the  bass  were  so  large  that  they  carried  away  his  geir. 
He  landed  at  the  Eddystone  and  went  up  in  the  gallery, 
and  said  he  could  count  thousands  of  bass  all  around  the 
rocks.— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia.— Fishing  has  been  out  of  the  question,  in 
consequence  of  the  great  heat  and  bright  sunshine,  until 
the  late  evenings,  when  good  takes  of  various  fish  have 
been  had,  principally  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  scad. 
All  fish  usually  had  here  are  numerous  close  to  the  shore. 
Weather  at  time  of  writing  quite  tropical.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Owing  to  abnormally  great  heat  sea 
angling  has  afforded  little  or  no  sport  until  after  7  p.m. 
Between  this  hour  and  midnight  good  takes  of  various  fish 
were  had  at  different  parts  of  the  bay,  the  best  baskets 
being  had  in  the  vicinity  of  Bolus  Point.  Scad  have 
arrived  in  large  shoals,  and  bass  are  more  numerous  than 
they  have  been  for  several  years.- T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^ixtuxe5. 

Augrnst  19. 

AUason  United  :  Brake  outing. 
Alma  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Palborough. 
Blackfriars  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Brompton  :  Match. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
East  Dulwich  Anglers  :  Gating  to  Datchet, 
Hearts  of  Oak  :  Outing. 
Islington  Brothers :  Match  at  Maldon  East. 
Jubilee  :  Match  at  Langley. 
Junior  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Sandgate. 
Original  Alexandra :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret'i 
Boyal  George :  Outing. 
Stepney  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
United  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Wenlook:  Match. 
August  20. 
Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
North  London :  Benefit  concert. 


Aug, 


Sept 


26. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 

26.— C  rown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

26.— Eldridge  :  Competition  at  Amberley. 

26. — St.  John's  :  Annual  dinner. 

26.— Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Harefield. 

26. — Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

26.— West  Ham  :  Match  at  Waltham. 

26.  — White  Hart :  Pegged-down  match. 

27.  — Good  Intent :  Annual  dinner. 
2. — Blenheim  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 


Mrs.  Eldridge  announces  that  an  "Open  Roving 
Match "  will  take  place  on  Aug.  26  at  Amberley. 
'  Open  "  means  that  anyone  (angler  or  non-angler)  may 
enter  for  a  great  many  good  prizes  at  an  entrance  fee  of 
6d.  There  are  sixteen  money  prizes,  from  £1  lOs.  down- 
wards, a  rod,  winch,  and  line,  given  by  Mr.  Sparrow,  for 
specimen  bream,  &o.  As  previously  announced ,  the  price 
of  the  excursion  is  2s.  6cl.  The  trains  leave  London  Bridge 
at  6.50  a.m.,  and  full  particulars  may  be  obtained  from 
Mrs.  Eldridge,  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road. 
There  should  be  no  delay  in  making  application  for  tickets, 
as  this  is  likely  to  be  a  record  outing. 


Eepvts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 

Evening.  AMress  "Editor  Fishing  Gaz-^tte,  St. 
Bunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report"  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association.  —  The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  Aug.  20,  at 
the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbicin,  E.G.,  at 
eight  o'clock.  Will  members  please  note  that  pike  fishing 
in  the  Huntingdon  Association  water  is  closed  until 
Sept.  1,  and  that  the  standard  minimum  length  is  20in.  ? 
— R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary,  2,  Pirsby-road,  Stamford 
Hill,  N. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— The  next  meeting 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening, 
Aug.  24,  at  8.30.  At  the  last  meeting  one  application  was 
granted  of  £5.— R.  Ghurney. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.— Since  last  report, 
owing  to  so  much  traffic  on  the  river  at  Hampton,  our 
outing  was  not  a  success  ;  so  it  was  decided  to  fish  match 
at  Shepperton,  same  conditions. — Alf.  Painter. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W. — Messrs.  Tipper,  J.  Checkley,  and 
F.  and  G.  Welland  took  some  fine  roach,  perch,  and  bream 
on  Aug.  12,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  The  sapper,  prize 
distribution,  and  concert  will  tike  place  on  Monday, 
Sept.  3.  Members  who  joined  since  March  will  piy  one 
shilling;  tickets  for  members'  friends,  2$.  63.  Members 
should  turn  up  next  Monday  to  arrange  match  prior  to 
supper.  We  are  making  several  new  members.  Don't 
fail  to  clear  books  by  Sept.  3.  Last  season's  list  of  prize 
winners  and  future  prizes  may  be  seen  at  the  club-house. 
— H.  Langton. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney.— Tne  following 
members  weighed  in  on  Aug.  12  :  Mr.  Murphy,  roach ; 
Mr.  Andrews,  roach  ;  Mr.  Inkersole,  roach  ;  Mr.  Allen, 
roach  and  dace ;  and  Mr.  Osborne  roach  and  dace. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  aoolety, 
Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel.  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill 
Gate. — The  tenth  annual  brake  outing  will  take  place  on 
Aug.  19  as  previously  announced,  starting  from  Duke  of 
Sussex  Hotel,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  on 
Aug.  18  (midnight)  at  12.30  a.m.  panctually ;  two  rods,  all 
fi^h  weighable  except  jack,  eels,  &o.  Start  fishing  by 
signal;  cease  at  5.30  p.m.  The  match  is  pegged-down. 
Draw  for  swims  at  waterside.  There  are  a  few  seats 
vacant,  and  we  hop 3  to  have  the  number  as  arranged  on 
Aug.  15  by  mid-day,  18th.  This  is  a  good  outiag.  Quite 
£3  10s.  in  cash  and  value  are  the  prizes.  All  members 
hurry  up  for  seats  ;  we  only  require  a  few  more  names. — 
Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Soolel  y,  Coach  and  Horses,  Portg- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Aug.  12  the 
member8_  competed  at  Wateringbury  for  six  prizes,  Mr. 
Black  winning  first  prize.  The  remaining  five  will  be 
fished  for  at  Tonbridge  on  Aug.  19. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square. — Members  please  note  our 
annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the  Arun  Hotel,  Pulborongh, 
on  Aug.  19.  We  had  a  grand  show  of  roach,  dace,  and 
bream  on  Aug.  12. — G.  Haynes, 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkeawell. — 
A  good  number  of  members  were  out  on  Aug.  12,  whan  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  G.  Watling,  bream  and  roach ; 
Mr.  Fryett,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Shury,  roach  and  dace.  There 
were  a  good  muster  of  members  on  Wednesday,  and  a  lot  of 
business  done.  Mr.  J.  H.  King  was  proposed  as  a  member. 
Mr.  A.  Cripps  was  elected  secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  E. 
Embleton,  resigned  (or  rather  he  felt  compelled  to  follow 
the  example  of  Mr.  Merry,  as  he  put  it).  Will  secretaries 
please  note  change,  and  address  all  communications  to 
A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— We  fished  for  our  three 
August  prizes  at  Pulborough  on  Aug.  12,  when  the  follow- 
ing members  were  suocessfal  in  the  order  named  :  Mr.  F. 
Lee,  Mr.  Farmer,  and  Mr.  Pops.  Mr.  H.  Mallett,  sen., 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  barbel  last  week  from  the 
Thames,  bank  fishing.— G.  T.  M. 

Battsrsea  Pnendiy  Angling  Boolsty,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.  —  On  Aug.  12  Jlr.  Gt 
Smeed  weighed  in  barbel  and  roach.  Our  first  match  for 
the  silver  cup,  presented  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Tucker,  will  take 
place  at  Reading  (pegged-down)  on  Aug,  9.  Train  leaves 
Clapham  Junction  at  8.45  ;  a  saloon  carriage  will  be  pro- 
vided. Cease  fishing  at  seven  o'clock  :  one  rod  only. 
Return  by  the  7.45  train.  In  my  last  report  of  the  oth 
and  6th,  it  should  have  read  Mr.  W.  Young,  first  prize  ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Baldry,  second  — A.  De.jonge. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Sooiec>,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.B. — Our  peg-down  match  at  Pol- 
borough  on  Aug.  12  turned  out  a  grand  success.  Twenty- 
three  sat  down  to  a  Icapital  dianer,  ably  supplied  by  our 
old  friend,  Mr.  Simpson,  of  the  Arun  Hotel.  Fish  were 
not  very  hungry;  cnly  four  prizes  were  taken  :  Mr.  W. 
Stone,  first;  Mr.  Howard,  second;  Mr.  Kobelt,  third ; 
Mr.  Cadman,  fourth.  Mr.  Lee  kindly  accompanied  us, 
and  took  photograph  of  group  after  dinner,  and  I  wish  to 
thank  gentlemen  that  honoured  us  on  that  occasion,  and 
also  wish  to  thank  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simpson  for  the  able 
manner  and  promptness  to  time  of  dinner  on  table,  and  I 
recommend  secretaries  of  clubs  they  cannot  do  better  than 
give  him  a  turn.  Members  that  fished  in  last  week's 
match  can  compete  for  remainder  of  prizes  on  Aug.  19,  at 
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8ame  place,  Sandy-lane  side,  Central  water  only. — J. 

WHEEI.HOrsE. 

Blenheim  AngliniT  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Nottinfi  Hill.— Our  next  match  (.sub- 
scription) will  take  place  at  Windsor,  on  Sept.  2,  trom 
the  Town  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall  (backwaters  allowed); 
two  rods,  but  no  live  bait  to  be  taken.  Several  membsrs 
have  been  out  since  last  report,  Messrs.  Belton,  Wilkins, 
Pratt,  Smedmore,  Wilson,  and  Chaplais  having  weighed- 
in  some  very  good  shows.  We  were  going  to  have  another 
open  competition,  but  there  is  a  whisper  abroad  that  the 
big  Thames  competition,  with  Ben  at  the  helm,  will  take 
place  from  the  Blei)heim  Arms,  bo  we  shall  give  place  to 
the  more  important  event. — C.  Chaplais, 

Bloomsbar?  Brother*  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— The  quarterly  peg-down 
match  took  place  on  Aug.  12  at  Yalding,  the  result  of 
which  was  as  follows  :  Mr.  E.  Lummes,  first,  with  roach  ; 
Mr.  C.  Davis,  secjnd,  with  bream  and  roach;  and  Mr. 
F,  S.  Pavett,  third,  with  roach.  The  following  also 
weighed-in:  Mr.  J.  Roach,  perch  and  dace;  Mr.  J. 
Morrell,  bream ;  Mr.  J.  Drew,  Mr.  J.  Sinclair,  Mr.  T. 
Davis,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker,  roach.— T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— Since  last  report  we 
have  had  some  good  takes  of  fish  weighed-in  ;  Mr.  E. 
Brigge,  tench  (largest  21b.) ;  Mr.  F.  Briggs,  tench  (largest 
lib.  14oz.) ;  Mr.  Cecil,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  A.  Brown, 
1/lb.  good  bream  ;  and  also  five  roach,  averaging  lib., 
from  the  Lark,  by  Messrs.  Saunders  and  Ashby,  who  have 
had  a  week  down  there.  Apparently,  all  the  best  fish  are 
between  Barton  and  Jack  Tree,  which  stretch  is  noted  for 
monster  roach  and  dace.  We  took  during  the  week  about 
701b.,  in  spite  of  the  wet  and  cutting  of  the  weeds,  many 
of  the  roach  going  over  lib.  We  also  found  the  gnats  on 
the  feed,  and  my  hands  and  face  are  covered  with  bumps, 
and  very  painful.  We  fish  our  second  outing  on  Aug.  19, 
at  Ambsrley. — C.  Ashby, 

Cambrlage  Heatjb  Siroth«r«  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge, 
Heath. — It  was  arranged  last  Tuesday  that  we  have  an 
outing  on  Sept.  2,  but  it  was  not  decided  where  we  shall 
fish,  that  to  be  done  next  meeting  night.  The  following 
weighed-in  on  Aug.  12  : ,  Mr.  L.  Stephenson,  with  some 
good  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Ward,  with  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
Anderson,  roach  ;  Mr.  W.  Elliott,  roach  ;  Mr,  Hubbard, 
roach;  Mr.  J.  Baines,  Mr.  Hazard,  roach  and  parch; 
Mr.  C.  Wickes,  perch;  and  Mr.  Elsworthy,  sen.,  with  a 
nice  jack.  All  members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend  next  Tuesday.— E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Asgilnsr  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — On  Aug,  12 
the  following  contributed  to  a  very  good  show  of  fish  : 
Messrs,  Cook,  roach  and  dace,  191b.  loz. ;  Goss,  bream 
and  roach,  61b.  8Joz, ;  Parker,  reach  and  dace,  51b.  lljoz. ; 
Mann,  barbel,  4!b.  6oz. ;  Painter,  roach,  41b.  2Joz. ;  A.  E. 
HoodlesB,  roach  and  perch,  31b.  12ioz. ;  W.  Andrews, 
roach  ;  F.  and  8.  Djkes,  dace ;  Adams,  dace ;  Elsley, 
roach  ;  E.  G.  Hoodless,  roach  ;  Taylor,  roach  ;  and  Beach, 
dace.  Our  visit  on  the  C .  and  D.  List  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  21 ;  any  club  not  having  had  notice  kindly 
take  this  as  such.  Oar  outing  to  St.  Margaret's  is  fixed 
for  Sept.  9,  and  promises  to  be  a  big  success. — B,. 
Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westboume  Park,  W.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Aug.  12  last :  Messrs.  W.  Payers,  laarbel ;  W.  Chapman, 
jack  and  dace  ;  W.  Hull,  perch,  and  Mr.  Wood,  roach. 
Several  others  Had  fish,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in. 
We  made  another  new  member  last  meeting  night.  Our 
next  outing  on  the  first  Sunday  in  September,  at  Cowley, 
—W,  B.  F. 

Clapb&m   Jnnstioa   Angling    gsolety,  The 

Clarence,  Winetanley-road,  Olapham  Jnnotion,  S,W,— Our 
fourth  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Aug.  26,[at  Woking, 
for  six  prizes.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  A.  Heyman  weighed-in 
roach  ;  largest  fish,  lib.  2oz. — G.  T.  Jameson, 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  8.W. — Several  members  were 
out  on  Aug.  12.  Among  those  to  weigh-in  were  Mr.  C, 
McLachlan  and  Mr.  Crasweller,  both  with  roach  and 
perch.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  C.  Dunn  weighed-in  81b.  of  roach. 
— F.  BisHol', 

Cobden  Angling  Society.  Cobden  Club,  Xensal- 
road,  Westboume  Park,  W. — We  had  a  fair  show  of  fish 
on  Aug.  12  last.  Messrs.  W.  Walker,  121b.  of  bream  ;  E. 
Baxter,  91b.  of  bream ;  T.  Twyman,  81b.  of  roach  and 
dace;  and  T.  Collins,  41b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Several 
other  members  had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  The 
largest  fish  weighed-in  was  a  bream,  31b.  loz.,  caught  by 
Mr.  E.  Baxter.  I  hope  members  will  show  up,  as  the  date 
of  next  match  is  drawing  near. — A.  S.  H. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — On  Aug.  12  Messrs.  Beach, 
John  Massey,  and  James  Massey  weighed-in  perch,  roach, 
dace,  tench,  and  bream.  Mr.  Ive  and  a  friend  had  a  good 
show  of  barbel,  the  largest  going  71b.  3oz.  We  have  two 
more  hon.  members,  and  Mr.  Hans  Hugo  was  elected  as  a 
working  member. — W.  M. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Fiscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerken well-green,  E.G. — On  Aug.  12 
the  following  weighed-in :  J.  Macdonnell,  bream ;  G. 
Norris,  roach,  bream,  and  dace;  W.  Long,  roach;  K. 
Knox,  roach  ;  Haines,  roach  and  bream ;  C.  Walter, 
roach  and  dace,  making  a  very  good  show  on  the  trays. 
Members  in  arrears  must  make  themselves  eligible  by 
Wednesday  next  if  they  wish  to  compete  for  club  prizes  at 
Amberley  on  Aug.  26.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalaton  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston,— On  Aug.  12  a  few  members 
were  out,  but  sport  does  not  seem  to  improve,  Messrs, 
W,  Thompson,  T,  Thompson,  E.  Parram,  and  G.  Daviea 
weighed-in  some  very  nice  roach  and  dace.   On  Tuesday  a 


very  poor  attendance.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Tuesday,  Aug.  21,  as  there  are  some  more  prizes  in 
hand,  and  I  have  the  guide  books. — S.  Malby. 

Sibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W, — Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  Aug.  12,  but  very  few  fish  were 
taken,  Messrs.  Elton  and  E.  Coltman  shoning  a  few 
roach.  Mr.  Goldsmith,  unfortunately,  being  too  late  to 
weigh-in,  had  51b.  of  roach.  Members  are  informed  that 
printed  prize  lists,  and  also  Anglers'  Association  Guide 
Books,  are  now  to  hand,  and  are  requested  to  attend  more 
frequently  on  meeting  nights  than  they  have  done  of  late. 
— E.  Coltman. 

Dnke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westboume  Park.  —  The  following 
weighed-in  on  Aug,  12 :  Messrs.  Buck,  roach,  41b.  loz.  j 
Abbott,  roach,  2  b. ;  Barnes,  roach,  31b. ;  Bidwell,  bream, 
101b.  4oz. ;  Jenkins,  101b. ;  Barrett,  41b,  2oz. ;  Severns, 
01b. ;  Shaw,  31b.  Also  several  other  members  weighed- 
in. — W.  Jenkins. 

Dnlwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel,  East 
Dulwioh,  8. E.— Messrs.  J.  and  A.  J.  Bannister  and  G.  F. 
Cntts  had  some  good  sport  at  Weybridge  on  Aug.  12, 
with  bream,  roach,  and  dace;  and  Mr.  G.  Smith,  fishing 
with  Harper,  at  Twickenham,  on  Tuesday,  secured  121b. 
bream  and  6ib,  roach  and  dace  (largest  roach  lib.  4oz.) 
Prize  outing  to  Broxbourne  on  Aug.  19. — B,  Dyball, 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on 
Aug.  19,  to  Shepperton.  Train  leaves  Clapham  Junction 
at  eight  o'clock  ;  returning  9.5.  Three  prizes,  Hope  to 
see  a  good  muster. — E.  H.  Lank. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — The  following  members  weighed- 
in  on  Aug,  12 :  Mr,  Ashmore,  roach,  171b.  lljoz. ;  Mr. 
Pheasey,  roach  and  dace,  31b.  |oz. ;  Mr.  Wells,  dace, 
51b.  143Z.— T.  Biggs. 

Gh>lden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  Newton, 
Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— Messrs.  James 
Baily,  Ellins,  Mitchell,  Mowl,  and  Verity  weighed-in  on 
the  12th.  Mr.  King,  on  the  14th,  weighed-in  roach  and 
perch,  largest  roach  lib.  S^oz.  We  have  arranged  an 
outing  at  Ashurst  on  Oct.  7,  from  railway  bridge  up  river. 
Usual  conditions. — A,  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  society.  The  Crown,  Churoh- 
street,  Shoreditch. — On  Aug.  12  several  members  brought 
in  some  tirst-class  roach  from  the  Lea,  namely,  Messrs. 
Whitmore,  Bramley,  Moore,  Llojd,  and  several  others. 
Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  the  boat  going  to 
Margate  on  the  27th  inst.  We  shall  go  by  the  Rmjal 
Sovereign,  and  return  by  the  same  or  La  Murgwrifc.  The 
boat  leaves  the  Old  Swan  Pier,  London  Bridge,  at  9 
o'clock  a.m.,  so  members  and  friends  don't  bo  late. — 
E.  Mdrphv. 

Harconrt  Angling  Society,  Haroonrt  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W, — We  had  some  bream,  roach,  and 
chub  on  the  trays  on  Aug.  12,  but  not  a  large  quantity. 
Several  members  had  been  long  journeys  for  very  little. 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  I  should  have  to  keep  asking  the 
members  to  attend  on  meeting  nights ;  they  ought  to 
take  more  interest  in  the  business  of  the  society. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

Hatoham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,  S.E  — On  Aug.  12 
we  were  saved  a  blank  by  a  nice  show  of  roach  by  Mr, 
R.  C.  Judd.  Mr.  T.  Simpkins,  fishing_  the  Arun,  at 
Arnberley,  took  a  fine  specimen  roach,  weighing  21b.  3|oz  , 
which  has  gone  to  be  preserved,  and  we  trust  will  soon 
grace  the  walls  of  the  club-house.  The  silver  challenge 
cup  is  progressing  satisfactorily,  and  we  hope  soon  to 
announce  the  first  outing  in  connection  with  the  same  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  Another  old  member  rejoined  last 
week. — W.  Tarry. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Te  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane.  Bethnal  Green-road.— On  Aug.  12  Mr. 
Eussell  had  a  nice  show  of  roach.  On  Aug.  19  we  go  to 
St.  Margaret's,  Dead  Pound  ;  start  at  8  30,  leave  off 
6  o'clock ;  show  fish  6,30  at  the  Eailway  Inn,  Sept,  2, 
annual  dinner ;  Monday,  Sept,  3,  return  visit  on  the  No,  1 
Eastern  District,  Secretaries  please  note. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.— Since  last  report 
very  few  of  ' our  members  have  been  out,  but  those  that 
have  have  been  well  rewarded.  Mr.  Attwood  weighed-in 
five  bream,  weighing  251b.  (largest,  51b.  lloz.),  and  in  a 
short  day  on  the  club  fishery  he  took  61b.  5oz.  of  roach, 
perch,  and  dace,  including  one  roach  of  lib.  8|oz.  Mr, 
Whitbread  has  had  some  very  fine  lots  of  bream  (largest 
fish,  31b.  14ioz.) ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons,  from  club  fishery, 
71b.  8oz.  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace. — Hon.  Sec. 

Holloway  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — A  t  our  meeting  on  Aug.  15  we  had 
several  good  reports  from  our  members.  Mr.  A.  Norman, 
from  the  Thames,  a  good  take  of  roach,  perch,  and 
bream,  up  to  2|lb.  Messrs.  A.  Clayton  and  T.  Johnson, 
from  the  Bure,  in  Norfolk,  during  the  holidays,  had  good 
sport  with  roach,  up  to  IJlb.,  and  bream,  3jlb.,  although 
conditions  were  unfavourable.  Messrs.  G.  Johnson,  A. 
Stevens,  and  W.  Sellers,  fishing  the  Ouse  at  Littleport, 
report  good  takes  of  roach  and  bream  (best  roach,  l|lb,). 
Other  members  lately  have  had  good  baskets  of  fish  from 
the  club  water  at  Leighton  Buzzard. — A.  C,  Clayton, 

Hounslow  and  Isleworth  Fiscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our  weekly 
meeting  on  Aug.  15  (Mr.  Duffy  presided),  Messrs.  East 
and  Saunders  were  elected  members,  and  three  more  mem- 
bers nominated  for  next  week.  The  roach  competition  in 
the  Thames  resulted  as  follows  :  First,  Mr.  Hall ;  second, 
Mr.  Vickery;  third,  Mr,  W.  Allen  Mcirgan  ;  fourth,  Mr. 
Alfred  Smith,  It  has  been  arranged  to  hold  another  roach 
competition  on  Sept,  2,  in  any  publiio  water  except  the 
Thames,  Several  members  had  fish,  Mr,  Frank  Morgan,  a 
nice  tench  of  21b.  loz.  3  Mr,  Brougham,  roach,  dace,  and 


tench ;  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  roach  and  carp ;  Mr.  Ramage, 
roach  and  some  good  tench. — Hon.  Sec. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— I  am  instructed  to  inform 
the  members  of  the  above  society  that  Mr.  II.  Ghurney  is 
no  longer  secretary  of  the  same,  and  that  a  special  meeting 
is  called  for  next  Tuesday  at  nine  to  9.30.  Membara 
please  note  that  all  communications  be  addressed  to 
care  of  Spread  Eagle,  1,  Kingsland-road  (both  hon.  and 
working  members)  in  future  to — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Iiaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Haokney-road,  N.B. — The 
members  competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  Aug.  12. 
Messrs.  H.  Butt,  J.  Poole,  J.  K.  Charters,  and  G.  Nnnn. 
were  the  winners.  The  result  of  the  competition  on 
Wednesday  last,  only  two  of  the  three  prizes  were  taken, 
Messrs.  F.  A.  Garrard  and  J.  K,  Charters  being  the 
successful  competitors.  There  are  four  special  monthly 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  during  the  month  of  September. 
Full  particulars  and  conditions  can  be  had  at  the  club- 
house.— H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  we  have  had 
two  shows  of  fish  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Redington  and 
Wingfield.  We  fish  our  match  on  Aug.  19  in  the  School 
Pound  at  Langley  ;  two  rods ;  all  fish  to  weigh  according 
to  club  rules  ;  catch  your  live  bait;  midnight  train  from 
Westboume  Park,  or  any  subsequent  train.  Hoping  to 
see  a  good  muster  on  that  occasion. — G.  Bence, 

Junior  Fiscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch,, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — J,  W.  Freeman,  fishing  at 
Yalding  last  Wednesday,  landed  five  perch,  weight  3|lb., 
and  four  bream,  weight  7ib  ,  the  best  fish  scaling  3 Jib. ; 
and  on  Saturday,  Aug.  11,  five  perch,  best  going  SJoz.,' 
and  four  bream  weighing  61b.  On  Aug.  19  we  go  to  Sand- 
gate, — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  .&ns?lln8[  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street. Pentonville-road,  N. — On  Aug.  5  and  6  we 
had  a  good  show  of  fish  by  the  following ;  Mr,  Killiok, 
231b.  loz.  bream,  one  tench,  lib.  15Joz. ;  Mr.  Cook,  221b, 
of  roach;  W.  Watling,  101b.  13|oz,  roach;  Mr.  Symes, ' 
51b.  80Z.  roach.  The  following  also  having  some  good 
fish  :  Messrs.  Sturman,  Stevens,  Briley,  Nelson,  Gilbert, 
Webber,  and  Clark,  upwards  of  sixty  fish.  On 
Aug,  12  the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Webber,  roach  ; 
Symes,  roach ;  Cook,  roach  ;  and  Manly,  roach.  We  fish 
a  match  at  Bourne  End  on  Sept.  2  for  seven  prizes  ;  usual 
conditions. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  weather  now  is  superb,  and  the 
pastime  or  recreation  of  angling  can  now  be  followed  with 
the  utmost  pleasure.  Being  out  of  doors  is  purely 
delightful.  How  it  must  really  be  in  the  country  with  the 
golden  corn  waving  all  around  ready  to  be  garnered,  and 
the  joyous  sights  and  sounds  on  every  hand  can  only  be 
described  by  those  who  have  partaken  of  the  intoxicating 
draught.  The  rivers  must  now  be  in  splendid  condition 
for  successful  angling,  and  many  fine  catches  have  been 
obtained  from  the  Dee.  This  river  is  now  perfection  for 
the  bait  fisherman,  and  is  yielding  rare  sport  with  the 
bream,  roach,  and  dace.  The  Liverpool  anglers  are  well 
blessed  in  having  this  prolific  stream  to  resort  to.  A  great 
deal  of  the  lower  portion  is  practically  free,  and  the  rail- 
ways touches  it  at  half  a  dozen  points,  and  as  we  are 
favoured  with  railway  concession  to  several  stations  the 
water  can  be  reached  fairly  cheaply,  and  in  reasonable 
time;  and,  with  plenty  of  fish,  what  can  an  every  day 
angler  wish  for  more.  But  ware  hawk — farmers  and  land- 
lords do  not  care  to  have  too  much  roaming  about.  Stick 
to  the  bank  and  be  civil,  and  do  not  take  too  many  short 
cuts.  It  is  not  often  that  there  are  too  many  fish  in  a 
water,  but  this  seems  to  be  the  happy  position  in  respect 
to  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Reservoirs  at  Eivington,  for 
the  water  committee  have  sent  me  the  following  card : 
"  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  (with  a  view  to  diminish  the 
number  of  perch)  bottom  fishing  for  coarse  fish  will  be 
allowed  |in  the  Anglezark  Reservoir  during  the  remainder 
of  the  present  season."  This  is  very  nice  reading  for 
Liverpool  anglers,  and  should  mean  a  good  many  full 
creels  of  perch,  and  as  they  run  up  to  lib.  some  exciting 
sport  would  result.  It  would  not  be  a  bad  thing  it  the 
angling  clubs  would  arrange  to  fish  some  of  their  matches 
in  this  water,  for  perch  fishing  is  not  to  be  despised  by  any 
means,  and  both  surface  and  bait  fishermen  could  be 
catered  for,  as  the  upper  and  lower  Eoddlesworth 
Reservoirs,  Withnell,  contain  a  very  fair  stock  of  trout 
going  |lb.,  fib.,  and  lib.  each,  but  unfortunately  there  are 
no  punts  or  boats. — R.  Woolfall. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cloudesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Islington,  N. — We  are  indebted 
to  Mr.  Holder  for  saving  the  situation  by  his  magnificent 
display  of  tench,  and,  while  congratulating  other  members 
on  their  catches  of  bream  and  roach,  we  trust,  now  the 
weather  has  taken  a  turn  for  the  better,  that  this  will  be 
the  last  time  this  season  that  compliments  will  be  passed 
over  such  a  scanty  selection  of  fish.  Members  are  requested 
to  note  annual  outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  2. — C,  Carr 
(secretary  pro  tern.). 

North  Iiondou  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-roaa. — On  Aug,  6  only  two 
members  showed  fish.  On  Aug.  12  Mr.  Christmas  was  the 
only  member  to  weigh-in,  he  having  some  nice  roach  from 
the  new  water  at  Huntingdon.  Several  others  were  out, 
but  did  not  bring  their  takes  to  the  scales.  On  Aug.  20  the 
benefit  concert,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Ford,  takes  place,  this 
being  the  first  appeal  which  has  been  made  by  the  club 
since  its  formation  to  the  angling  clubs.  I  hope  to  see  it 
well  supported,  as  it  is  a  very  deserving  case,  and  he  has 
always  been  one  of  the  first  to  give  to  others.  A  good 
array  of  talent  his  promised  to  attend,  as  they  know  that 
it  is  a  case  worth  supporting. — W.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Fiscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulvrich,  S.E, — Our  competition  at 
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Shepperton  on  Aug.  12  resulted  in  the  first  prize  being 
won  by  Mr.  H.  Harling,  with  lib.  IJoz. ;  Mr.  W.  Moyler, 
second,  lib.  Joz. ;  and  the  third  prize  will  have  to  be 
fished  over  again,  as  Mesers.  G.  Cartwright  and  W.  E. 
Nayler  each  had  lib.  of  fish.    Messrs.  W.  B.  Cartwright, 

F.  Smithers,  and  P.  D.  Smithers  also  had  fish.  "Tommy 
Moyler  "  had  71b.  loz.  of  bream  and  roach,  best  bream 
21b.  (5oz.,  but  did  not  weigh  in  for  the  competition.  Mr. 

G.  Cartwright's  jack  of  81b.  2o/..,  taken  in  the  Lea  last 
reason,  has  been  well  treated  by  Mr.  Sparrow,  and  is  an 
ornament  to  the  club  room,  where  it  will  remain  for  some 
time.— H.  W.  Morcan. 

Origrinal  Alexandra  Angling  Sooiaty,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Special 
meeting  called  for  Wednesday,  Oct.  10,  which  is  also 
general  meeting  night. — George. 

Rojral  George  itnglin?  Sooiet.7,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square.— On  Aug.  12  Messrs. 
Webber,  Longland,  Trotter,  Holder,  Speilman,  H.  Lewis, 
and  C.  Lewis  weighed-in.  On  the  19th  we  fish  our  com- 
petition at  Cookham  ;  usual  conditions,  first  train,  cease 
fishing  6.45. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Albans  Angeling  Society,  Eising  Sun,  Prinee's- 
road,  Kepniugton-cross.— Our  outing  on  the  12th  lost, 
resulted  in  the  following  members  being  successful :  Mr. 

H.  Allan,  first;  J.  Donaldson,  second  ;  Mr.  W.  E.  Page, 
third;  Mr.  A.  Brent,  fourth,  with  some  nice  shows  of 
r.oaoh.  several  fish  over  lib.,  heaviest  roach  lib.  12oz. 
Mr.  G.  Brent,  F.  Page,  Mr.  J.  Norton,  T.  Goodacre,  S 
Cooper  also  weighed-in. — J.  T.  Leighton. 

St.  John's  Ang'ling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  had  a  good  show  on 
Aug.  12,  though  only  three  members  turned  up  to  weigh- 
in.  All  arrangemeLts  for  the  annual  dinner  are  now 
complete.  Members  that  desire  to  introduce  friends  must 
make  application  not  later  than  Wednesday,  Aug.  22. — 
F.  Thoelikg. 
Seymonr  Brothers  Anglingf  Society,  Grafton 
.  Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— A  few  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Aug.  12,  when  the  following  were 
successful:  Messrs.  H.  Docker,  roach;  S.  King,  roach 
and  perch  ;  and  Arrigoni,  roach. — W.  Aldis. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bueh,  W.— The  usual  ordinary 
meeting  of  this  association  was  held  on  Aug.  15.  The 
first  gross  weight  competition  of  the  Eeason  took  place  on 
Aug.  12,  and  resulted  in  Mr.  F.  Plumstead  winning  the 
first  prize.  Mr.  J.  Baldock,  another  popular  member  of 
the  association,  has  lately  experienced  some  excellent 
fishing  at  Hemingford,  especially  so  far  as  tench  are  con- 
cerned. Two  of  the  fish  taken  by  this  gentleman  weighed 
21b.  ojoz.  and  21b.  3oz.  respectively.— C.  E. 

South  Bermondss.^  Club  and  Institute  Pis  a 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  8.E.— On  Aug.  9  Mr. 
T.  Whichelow  weighed-in  a  splendid  show  of  roach  and 
dace  ;  and  on  Aug.  12,  Mr.  W.  Costin,  roach.  Several  of 
oar  members  are  taking  advantage  of  the  fine  weather 
which  has  now  set  in,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  have  some 
thicg  further  to  report  in  our  next  issue.— J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney.— Messrs.  Woodford  and  Grindrod  weighed- 
in  a  good  show  of  reach;  Craythorne,  roach  and  dace; 
Jolly,  bream  and  roach;  Rushton,  bream  and  roach; 
Jewson,  roach;  Grindrod,  perch.  We  made  two  new 
members.  Our  next  match  will  start  on  Aug.  19,  pegged 
down,  between  Uiton  Church  and  Rushes  Lock.  Match 
to  start  at  4  a.m.,  finish  at  4  p.m. ;  draw  for  swims  at 
water. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society.  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham.— Our  outing  to  Yalding  was  a  decided 
success,  twenty  attending  and  all  having  fish.  Result  • 
First,  Mr.  A.  Young,  31b.  9oz. ;  second,  Mr.  W.  Bro3k 
man,  21b.  14oz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  J.  Macey,  21b.  7oz.  Mr.  F. 
Barnes  also  weighed-in  91b.  4oz,  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
Mr.  Shepherd  101b.  of  roach.  Mr.  Lucas  had  some  good 
perch  from  the  Thames  on  the  15th.  At  our  last  meeting 
Messrs.  F.  Wittam  and  H.  Willis  were  elected  working 
members,  and  Mr.  Schwiess  hon.  member.  I  would  like 
to  see  a  record  attendance  on  Tuesday  next  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  next  match.  Mr.  G.  R.  Park  has  sent 
up  a  271b.  from  the  north.— Tommy. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Aug.  12  the  following 
weighed-ia  nice  shows  of  fish :  Mr.  T.  Sandiland,  251b. 
roach  and  bream,  Messrs.  Grande,  Humphreys,  and 
Simmons,  roach.  Our  outing  takes  place  at  Ware  on 
September  2 ;  conditions  of  match  to  be  decided  the 
Tuesday  previous.— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Bociety,  Wicdsor  Castle,  King's- 
street.  Hammersmith.— During  the  holidays  the  following 
have  v7eighed-iQ  shows  of  fish ;  Mr.  T.  Carpenter, 
101b.  14Joz.,  carp,  largest,  51b. ;  Mr.  H.  Holt,  dace,' 
largest,  9foz.,  and  8ioz. ;  Mr.  Cartright,  roach  and  dace, 
41b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Hare,  roach,  bream,  and  dace,  71b.  4Joz 
largest  roach,  lib.  SJoz  ,  bream,  21b.  4|oz.— Hon.  Sec. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  society.  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Aug.  12  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Austin,  roach  j 
Clark,  roach  and  dace;  Toothill,  roach  and  dace,  on 
Wednesday,  Davis,  chub.  On  Aug.  2(i  we  have  an  outinz 
to  Harefie^d.- W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society 
Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— On  Wednesday  last  we 
settled  arrangements  for  outing  on  Aug.  26,  in  connection 
with  Eldridge's  excursion  to  Am berley,  and  under  similar 
conditions.  Three  prizes.  A  new  member  was  proposed 
and  seconded.  A  very  good  show  of  fish  on  Aug.  12 
Messrs,  Templeman,  Bickle,  Glass,  Dungate,  all  having 
good  citcbes.— W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— We  had  our  usual 
good  show  of  fish  on  Aug.  12,  roach  being  brought  in 
largely  by  the  following ;  Messrs,  Rumbal,  Poore,  Gover, 


Elton,  Howel,  and  Osborne;  Howarth  had  jack  ;  Pressor 
and  Knight,  perch.  We  have  our  annuil  outing  to 
Ambarley  on  Sept.  9.— W.  CALiiCDTT. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— We  had  a  good 
attendance  on  Tuesday  last.  The  two  remaining  prizes 
left  over  from  list  outing  will  be  fished  for  at  Shalford  on 
Aug.  19,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — W.  Cox 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road. — At  our  last  meeting  a  new  member  was 
proposed.  On  the  12th  the  following  weighed-in:  Mr. 
Harden,  perch  ;  Mr.  Styman,  roach  ;  Mr.  Renn  also  had 
roich  and  dace.  We  fish  at  King's  Langley  on  the  19;h 
for  prizes,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  We  have 
several  other  gentlemen  to  propose  so  I  should  like  the 
members  to  attend  early  next  meeting.— H.  Heir, 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N.— Mr.  C.  Hajnes  weighed-in  17Jlb.  roach,  chub, 
and  barbel  (chub  2ilb.,  barbelSlb.  2oz.)— A.  (i.  Hiln. 

West  Bam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coich 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Aug.  12  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Burling,  Noden,  P.  W. 
Hartt,  F.  Homer,  Bethurst,  John  Newton,  James  Newton, 
Tyler,  Lowther,  and  Bowles  all  weighed-in  roach.  I  hope 
our  members  will  not  forget  our  match  at  Waltham  Abbey 
on  Aug.  26.  All  to  go  down  by  the  train  that  leaves 
Stratford  at  7.41  a.m. ,  on  the  morning  of  the  match. — 
R.  Lowther. 

Woking  Angling  Club,  The  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Woking.— Our  lapsed  prize  outing  was  brought  to  a  success- 
ful termination  on  Aug.  12,  in  most  excellent  weather. 
There  was  a  fair  attendanc?  of  members,  and  a  few  decent 
fish  were  captured.  The  first  prize — which  was  given  by 
our  president,  Mr.  A.  G.  Clinton,  for  the  best  specimen 
roach — was  awarded  to  Mr.  R.  Heather  for  a  fish  weighing 
lib.  IJoz.,  in  excellent  condition;  second  went  to  Mr. 
Trove,  for  one  of  lOjz. ;  and  third  to  Mr.  Martin.  Our 
rales  are  now  out,  and  may  be  obtained  of  our  hon.  sec. 
(Mr.  J.  Heane),  or  assistant  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  R.  Heather), 
upon  payment  of  the -first  half  sub-cription. — Wetside 
Wanderer. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— Several  of  our 
members  booked  out,  and  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  H.  Taylor,  splendid  sho^of  bream,  roach,  dace, 
and  barbel ;  H.  Webb,  roach  ;  W.  G.  Northam,  tench.— 
J.  Wensley. 

Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society,  Francis- 
street,  Woolwich.- Members  of  the  Woolwich  and  Plum- 
stead Angling  Association  competed  for  second  round  of 
our  cup  competition,  at  Rye  House,  on  Aug.  12,  the  takes 
of  fish  being  saiall,  the  result  bting  a  puccess  to  the  above 
named  society.  Also  Messrs.  Martin,  King,  and  Sullivan, 
with  a  fins  tray  of  roach  and  perch  from  Palborough. — 

W.  GoLESWOItTHY. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — The  result  of  the  last  outing  was  as  under  : 
Mr.  S.  Peekett,  first ;  Mr.  H.  Golding,  second,  aid  Mr.  F. 
J.  Rolt,  third.  Mr.  Bovie  has  taken  a  barbel  of  31b.  Soz., 
and  Mr.  McBean,  roach  and  eeh.  Will  members  attend 
in  force  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  as  in  all  probability  the 
date  of  the  first  mateh  for  the  silver  cup  will  be  altered  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  several  competitors. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ye  Olde  Claph&m  Rovers  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Olapham  Park-road.— Fair  muster  of 
members  on  Tuesday  night  to  elect  three  new  members. 
Next  club  outing  to  take  place  on  Sept.  2— where,  to  be 
decided  on  next  meeting  night,  Tuesday,  Aug.  21. — F 
Taylor. 


decided  that  they  must  bring  them  before  the  magistrates 
in  order  that  the  illegal  fishing  might  be  put  a  stop  to. 
The  two  defendants  were  fishing  there  at  4. .'50  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  associations  had  been  put  to  great  expense  in 
order  to  keep  bailiffs  to  watch  the  water,  and  as  people 
persisted  in  going  there  to  fish,  the  association  felt  bound 
to  take  proceedings  against  them.  Hillier  was  in  posses- 
sion of  three  or  four  undersized  fish,  but  as  that  would  not 
be  an  offence  under  the  Thames  Conservancy  bye-laws 
in  the  stream  in  question  at  that  particular  spot,  the 
proceedings  had  been  taken  under  the  Larceny  Act,  which 
empowered  the  magistrates  to  inflict  a  fine  of  £5.  Mr. 
Creed  asked  the  Bench  to  make  an  example  of  the 
offenders,  and  to  inflict  such  a  penalty  upon  them  as  would 
make  them  and  other  people  hesitate  before  they  com- 
mitted such  an  offence  again.  The  bailiff,  Thomas  Giles, 
in  reply  to  Mr,  Creed,  said  that  he  had  repeatedly  warned 
Hillier  not  to  fish  in  the  stream.  There  were  several 
notices  about  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  indicating  that 
the  water  was  private.  The  defendants  were  fined  15b. 
each  and  costs  (Hillier  Sj.  and  Chapman  9s.)  —Reading 
Olixei'ver. 


Calling  a  man  a  "one-eyed  gunner"  has  been  from 
time  almost  immemoiiil  regarded  as  applying  to  anybody 
a  term  of  contempt.  Yet  when  we  come  to  a  scientific 
analysis  of  the  work  done  by  the  right  or  the  left  eye,  or 
both  in  conjunction,  in,  say,  shooting,  the  expression  turns 
out  to  be  little  more  than  the  description  of  a  natural  fact. 
Tnis  may  be  easily  proved  by  anyone  for  himsslf  by  fixing 
his  sight  upon  a  pariijular  object,  and  then  viewing  it 
with  either  eye  alternately  and  then  with  both.  Those 
who  have  not  tried  this  optical  experiment  will  no  doubt 
be  in  some  measure  surprised  at  the  differences  in  the 
apparent  position  of  an  object  thus  revealed.  But— stop  ! 
I  am  not  going  to  read  my  readers  a  pseudo-scientific 
lecture  in  optics.  I  have  been  semi-consciously  led  thus 
far  through  perusing  the  extremely  clever  article  entitled 
"The  Master  Eye"  in  the  special  illustrated  shooting 
supplement  to  last  week's  number  of  Lavd  and  Water, 
where  the  whole  suuject  ii  ably  treated,  the  description 
being  assisted  by  a  number  of  excellent  diagrams.  Do  not 
trouble  yourself  to  try  to  understand  what  it  is  I  am 
driving  at— get  the  number  and  satisfy  yourself. 


JOLLY  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
Match  at  Earith  Bridge. 
On  Monday,  seventy  members  of  the  Jolly  Anglers' 
Society  attended  a  fishing  match  at  Earith  Bridge.  Fish- 
ing commenced  at  10.30  a.m.,  and  finished  at  6p.m.  This 
proved  a  record  day,  the  river  being  in  flood  and  fish 
plentiful,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  weights  :  J. 
Hobbs  weighed  nine  fish  of  Jib.  each,  and  three  of  lib.  each 
as  specimen  fish  for  prizes  in  this  class,  also  81b.  12oz.  gross 
weight;  H.  Barnsley,  two  fish  of  Jib.,  and  111b.  6oz.  gross 
weight ;  C.  Scott,  two  fish  Jib.,  and  61b.  9oz.  gross  weight ; 
N.  Goodman,  one  fish  Jib.,  and  51b.  lloz.  gross  weight ;  G. 
Cox,  two  fish  Jib.,  and  41b.  i5oz.  gross  weight ;  A.  French, 
two  fish  Jib.,  one  o!  lib.,  and  4Ib.  14 sz.  gross  weight ; 
G.  R.  James,  four  fish  of  Jib.,  and  31b.  15oz.  gross  weight ; 
J.  Browning,  two  fish  of  Jib.,  and  31b.  6oz.  gross  weight ; 
E.  W.  Shrubb,  two  fish  of  Jib.,  one  of  lib.,  and  lib.  12oz. 
gross  weight,  all  perch.  A  number  of  members  weighed 
gross  weights  varying  from  4lb.  3oz.  down  to  lib.  The 
limit  of  7in.  measurement  caused  the  return  of  scores  of 
smaller  fish  to  the  water.  The  money  piizes  for  the  m  itch 
will  amount  to  nearly  £10. 


ILLEGAL  FISHING  AT  TWYFORD. 
Joe  Hillier,  of  Twjford,  and  Charles  Chapman,  of 
51,  Albert-road,  Reading,  were  summoned  for  taking 
and  destroying  fish  in  the  Upper  Loddon  stream,  at 
Twyford,  on  July  22,  the  stream  being  the  private 
water  of  the  Henley  and  Reading  Fishing  Associations. 
Mr.  H.  Creed  appeared  for  the  prosecution.  The 
defendant  Hillier  answered  to  the  summons,  but 
Chapaian  sent  a  letter  from  Shorncliffe  explaining 
his  absence  and  pleading  guilty  to  the  offence.  Hillier 
also  admitted  the  charge.  Mr,  Creed  said  that  the 
proceedings  had  been  taken  in  order  to  put  a  stop 
to  what  was  a  very  great  nuisance  in  this  private 
water,  which  was  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  a 
public  road.  Persons,  therefore,  who  went  there  to 
fish  must  know  that  they  were  trespassing.  So 
many  people  went  there  to  fish  that  the  associations  had 


Mr.  Harry  Fo.ster,  of  Oxford,  thinks  the  following 
might  interest  some  readers  :  "  Mr.  Alden  and  self  went 
lishing  for  five  days  at  Newbridge-oc-Tnames.  While 
roacQing  with  a  tight  line  on  Bank  Holiday,  Mr.  Alden 
hooked  a  barbel.  He  played  the  fish  for  one  hour,  and, 
of  course,  we  had  not  even  seen  it.  The  barbel  then 
seemed  to  tire,  and  was  quite  still  under  a  ledge.  We 
broke  off  the  roach  line  and  tied  it  on  to  a  good  strong 
runriiog  line  on  another  rod,  during  which  time  the  fish 
remained  quiet.  We  then,  of  course,  had  much  better 
chance  of  landing  the  fish,  which  we  eventually  did  in 
one  and  three-quarter  hours.  It  was  weighed  by  a  well- 
known  local  gentleman  and  scaled  81b.  The  following  day 
I  caught  two  in  the  eame  spot,  41b.  acd  81b,  (the  latter 
taking  one  hour  and  fifty-five  minutes  to  land,  and  was 
hooked  in  the  under  fin).  We  had  wretched  weather,  but 
good  fishing.  We  lost  seven  barbel,  all  hooked  with 
malt," 

)»*»(.  — 

The  fact  of  "  The  Mystic  Number  Seven  "  being  in  its 
second  edition  speaks  for  itself.  It  is  a  wonderfully  clever 
book,  not  only  in  its  keen  psychological  interest,  but  in  its 
varied  knowledge  of  the  world  and  human  nature.  Sir 
Sidney  Marple,  a  passionate,  intellectual  man  ruined  by  a 
heartless  woman,  and  cast  adrift  when  impoverished,  is  a 
character  that  lives.  In  the  murders  that  he  subse- 
quently commits  one  can  trace  the  evil  influence  of  Glen 
Dailes,  the  actress  whom  he  has  loved,  a  woman  as  beauti- 
ful in  person  as  she  is  coarse  and  cruel  in  mind.  The 
curious  coincidences  relating  to  "  The  Mystic  Number 
Seven"  are  weird  and  startling.  There  are  touching 
scenes  of  domestic  life  connected  with  Harry  and  Nellie 
Deane.  Dr.  Seltzmann,  the  kindly  German  doctor,  is  a 
delightful  piece  of  portraiture,  and  not  a  detail  has  been 
left  out  of  realistic  gipsy  life.  The  affection  of  Jake, 
the  showman,  for  the  lost  child  Lottie,  and  the  pathos  of 
Nellie's  sacrifice  and  death  afford  the  authoress  scope  for 
the  brilliant  literary  powers  she  undoubtedly  possesses. 
The  book  is  a  tragedy,  and  reminds  the  reader  of  a  Greek 
play  in  the  force  with  which  destiny  tracks  and  punishes 
evil. 


Mb.  Forsyth,  of  Liverpool, writes, re  "Sniggering"  of 
July  28 : 

"  Tell  me  not  in  mournful  catches 
Sport  is  but  an  empty  dream  ; 
Surely,  that  evry  fisher  snatchee, 
Is  not  what  you  mean  ? 
"Sport  is  real,  and  grand,  and  earnest, 
The  '  oat '  should  be  the  snatcher's  dole ; 
Only  last  year  a  Royal  Highness 
Swelled  the  salmon  fishers'  roll. 
"  Take  your  rod  and  seek  the  river, 
Soon  the  thrilling  tug  you'll  feel ; 
Render  thanks  unto  the  giver. 
As  the  line  spins  off  your  reel." 


"  Now,  Bobby,  if  you  were  to  have  a  day's  fishing  with 
me  again,  and  you  took  thirty  roach,  how  many  would 
you  6ay  you  had  killed  ?  "   "  Sixty-two,"  replied  Bobby. 
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John  McIntosh,  better  known  to  the  frequenters  of 
Lcchleven  as  "  The  Cooper,"  died  last  week  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  For  thirty-six  years  he  has  acted  as  a 
hoatman  cn  the  lech  and  river  watcher. 


Mr.  W.  Stretch,  one  of  the  best  anglers  in  North 
London,  annonnees  thit  a  concert  will  be  held  for  the 
beneSt  of  Mr.  Harry  Ford,  at  the  Rising  Snn,  Brooksby- 
street,  Liverpool-road,  on  Monday  evening  next.  Mr. 
Ford  is  a  good  all-round  angler,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  well 
patronised. 

 > <  

The  Welsh,  like  the  Irish,  as  a  rule  pay  great  respect  to 
their  departed  friends,  and  often  have  what  are  termed 
"  open  funerals,"  and  to  which  no  invitation  is  required, 
and  consequently  they  are  very  largely  attended  by  both 
male  and  female  friends  of  the  deceased.  Whilst  one  of 
these  was  taking  place  the  other  day  in  a  secluded  neigh- 
bourhood the  otter  hounds  were  busily  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  an  otter  in  a  river  adjacent.  The  members  of 
the  hunt  were  much  snrptissd  to  find  the  company  very 
suddenly  and  considerably  augmented  by  a  large  party  of 
country  people  all  attired  in  their  Sunday  best,  and  the 
conclusion  was  that  a  fete  was  bsing  held  in  the  vicinity, 
and  that  the  musical  voices  of  the  hounds  had  allured 
the  party  from  it,  as  they  a  1  appeared  in  the  best 
possible  spirits,  and  in  the  height  of  their  exuberant 
enjoyment  of  the  sport  occasionally  "  mobbed"  the  otter 
in  rather  unsportsmanlike  fashion.  After  having  upwards 
of  an  hour's  capital  sport,  and  being  in  at  the  death,  they 
all  disappeared  as  suddenly  and  mysteriously  as  they  had 
arrived,  and  it  was  only  as  the  hounds  were  on  their  way 
home  that  a  solution  of  the  mystery  was  arrived  at. 


A  LARGE  funeral  was  observed  passing  along  the  high- 
way, and  the  cortege  following  it  was  found  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  company  shortly  before  present  at  the  otter 
hunt,  and  who,  having  assisted  at  the  obsequies  of  the 
deceased  otter,  had  hurried  off  to  perform  the  same  kind 
office  to  one  of  their  fellow  creatures.  What  became  of 
the  principal  actor  in  the  scene  duriag  the  time  the  hunting 
was  in  progress  is  the  only  part  of  the  mystery  yet  unsolved. 
This  is  but  one  other  proof — if  any  were  required — of  the 
wonderful  fascination  which  the  sport  of  otter  hunting 
exercises  over  all  who  come  within  the  sphere  of  its  in- 
fluence. It  was  whifpered  too.  that  on  this  very  day  one 
of  the  local  postmen  was  so  oblivious  of  the  flight  of  time 
whilst  assisting  at  the  sport,  that  he  had  afterwards  to 
travel  at  what  was,  for  a  postman,  a  phenomenal  rate  of 
speed,  to  make  up  for  lost  time,  and  even  then  Her 
Majesty's  mail  from  that  post  did  not  start  at  its  advertised 
time.  Earlier  in  the  day  also  a  large  number  of  calves 
who  were  sheltering  from  the  extreme  heat  under  the 
branches  of  trees  overhanging  the  river,  were  so  attracted 
by  the  music  of  the  hounds,  that  they  followed  them  up 
river  fndgot  eventually  into  such  deep  water  that  all 
would  have  been  drowned  had  they  not  been  rescued  by 
the  sportEmen  present.  Truly  otter  hunting  has  much  to 
answer  for. 


This  is  from  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Killaloe  :  "  High 
water  and  over  80*^  of  heat  in  the  shade  have  done  for 
the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  this  week.  But  the  heavens 
won't  fall.  We  hope  for  better  things  later  cn.  I  had 
the  great  pleasure  of  meeting  here  on  two  days  this  week 
a  well-known  London  angler,  Mr.  A.  G.  Gemble,  one  of 
the  most  genial  and  sport-loviug  members  of  certain 
London  clubs.  He  is  at  present  on  a  visit  to  that  prince 
of  good  fellows  and  keen  fisherman  and  world  champion 
caster,  Mr.  John  Enright,  at  Castleconnel,  who  has 
brought  him  and  a  few  other  angling  friends  up  here 
specially  to  introduce  him  to  me.  Was  not  I 
delighted  to  meet  him,  especially  when  he  brought 
me  most  affectionate  messages  from  '  Dear  Drag,' 
whom  he  idolises.  Mr.  Gemble  is  bent  on  killing  one  or 
two  of  our  big  Lough  Derg  pike.  While  at  my  house  he 
asked  me  to  show  him  my  tame  otter.  I  did  so,  of  course, 
and  did  he  and  all  the  party  not  open  their  eyes  wide  when 
I  sat  down  on  a  garden  chair,  extended  both  my  legs,  put 
between  my  teeth  a  portion  of  an  eel,  and  then  called  to 
the  otter  to  come  and  take  the  tempting  morceaux  from 
my  lips,  which  she  did  as  gracefully  and  gently  as  a  young 
lady  would  take  a  rose  from  her  lover. 

The  twenty-ninth  annual  dinner  of  the  Good  Intent 
A.S.  is  fixed  for  Monday,  Aug.  27,  and  will  be  served  on 
board  the  Royal  Sovereign  at  1  p.m.  The  boat  leaves 
London  Bridge  at  9  a.m.  for  Margate,  and  Richard 
Murphy,  the  old  and  respected  member  of  the  old  and 
respected  society  will  be,  as  usual,  in  time  to  see  everyone 
made  happy  and  comfortable.  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  cordial 
invite  to  be  present  on  the  27th,  and  should  like  very 
much  to  accept  it,  but  am  "  fixed  up  "  on  that  day.  May 
the  "  Good  Intent  "  enjoy  "  Good  Content." 


Mr.  F.  Vinall,  of  the  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon,  8a.ys  that 
some  good  takes  of  bream  have  been  had  during  the  week, 
but  in  the  absence  of  his  bailiff  he  is  unable  to  enumerate 
them.  Additional  prizes  are  to  be  siven  during  August, 
September,  and  October — Aug.  19  (for  largest  carp),  fish- 
ing tackle  book  complete  ;  Sept.  2  (for  gross  weight  of  fish 
— jack  and  perch  barred),  a  season  ticket ;  and  on  Sept.  16, 
a  pair  of  waders  and  a  jack  line  for  largest  take  of  yxck. 


Mr.  H.  Berthieb,  of  Holland  Park-avenue,  W.,  has 
sent  a  sample  of  wheat  which  is  certainly  the  best  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  hope  very  shortly  to  put  it  to  the  teat. 


"Raven,"  of  Newmarket,  writes:  "Lark,  Bj,rton 
Mill. — A  delightful  change  in  the  weather.  Quite  a  treat 
to  see  eld  '  Sol '  shining  forth  in  his  glory  once  again.  Of 
all  the  abominations  anglers  have,  it  is  wind.  Hail,  rain, 
or  even  fuow  is  preferable  to  wind.  And  if  you  wish  to 
hear  an  Englishman  letting  loose  a  volume  or  two  of  broad, 
hard  Saxon,  you  just  go  near  him  on  a  river  bank  on  a 
windy  day,  when  he  is  roach  fishing.  We  had  a  really 
good  meeting  of  the  Lark  Angling  Managing  Committee 
on  Thursday  evening,  the  9th,  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton 
Mills,  when  the  committee  decided  to  cut  the  weeds  and 
clear  the  swims  all  the  way  from  West  Row  to  Flempton 
Lock,  a  distance  of  nearly  twelve  miles.  It  was  also 
decided  to  issue  tickets  from  several  more  river-side  houses, 
and  also  to  add  some  more  river  keepers  along  the  newly- 
acquired  waters  of  the  society.  The  society  is  going  well. 
Several  very  fine  perch  were  taken  on  day  last  week  from 
the  Prickwillow  end  of  the  water,  the  largest  one  weighed 
just  a  shade  under  Sib.,  and  the  other  thi'ee  5lb.  I  have 
in  my  collection  a  perch,  taken  from  the  Lark  stream  in 
1890,  that  weighed  4^1b.  The  roach  and  dac3  are  feeding 
well  now,  after  the  rains.  Particulars  of  the  river  hotels, 
inns,  &c.,  and  price  of  tickets,  will  ba  sent  upon  applica- 
tion to  Mr.  Howlett,  general  secretary  and  saperintendent 
of  river,  NewmatVet. 


Angling  in  the  Somersetshire  river  Brue,  which  runs 
between  historic  Glastonbury  and  Highbridg^,  is  now  in 
full  season.  Amongst  last  week's  catches  may  be  noted 
a  record  roach  of  21b.  2oz  ,  which  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
J.  Hodge,  a  member  of  the  Highbridge  Angling  Associa- 
tion. Another  noteworthy  fish  was  Mr.  S.  Britten's  eel 
of  51b.  12oz  ,  taken  on  light  tackle.  Carp  are  in  abundance 
and  have  freely  taken  the  lobworm,  though  nothing  larger 
than  3Jlb,  has  been  notified  at  headquarters,  the  Coopers' 
Arms.  At  Cripps  Bridge,  Mr.  Fred  Young  secured  an 
early  jack  of  nearly  61b.  weight,  fishing  with  a  live 
gudgeon. 


OUR  F.  O.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mb.  John  Foster 

has  been  a  member  of  the  Blackfriars  A.  S.  for  thirteen 
years.  Mr.  W.  Poole  nade  him  a  member  while  the 
writer  was  hon.  sec.  Being  in  the  neighbourhood  on  one 
of  their  meeting  nights  I  was  delighted  to  meet  several  old 
acquaintances.  The  late  secretary  was  Mr,  E.  Stillman 
(whose  daughter  Mr.  Foster  married).  As  Mr.  Foster  is 
an  extremely  modest  man  I  mnst  content  myself  by  saying 
that  he  is  a  good  all-round  angler,  captured  many  prizes, 
and  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


The  barbel  competition  held  by  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  on  the  Thames  on  Aug.  12  and  13  was  won  by 
Mr,  J.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  taking  the 
Eccond  prize.  All  the  fish  caught  daring  the  competition 
were  small. 


Mr.  F.  Lockwood  writes:  "About  a  dozen  skeletons 
have  just  been  discovered  at  St.  .John's  Bridge,  Lechlade, 
close  to  the  old  Trout  Iin,  kept  by  the  venerable  Daniel 
Boneyer.  Hundreds  of  people  are  flocking  to  see  the 
extraordinary  but  somewhat  gruesome  sight.  It  is  said 
to  have  put  the  roach  and  chub  well  on  the  feed." 


The  City  police  "  pointsmen  "  look  nobby  in  their  new 
"  Sunstroke  Preventives,"  and  really  the  thonghtfulness 
of  the  City  authorities  does  them  credit.  But  why  not 
serve  them  out  with  a  light  summer  hat  ?  I  hear,  on  good 
authority,  that  the  men  would  jump  at  it.  Of  course,  the 
new  head  gear  creates  a  deal  of  chaff,  and  yesterday, 
while  crossing  Holborn-circus,  I  heard  a  'bus  driver  jell, 
"  Say,  guv'nor  !  where's  the  holes  for  yer  ears  ?  " 


An  editor  who  presides  over  the  destiny  of  a  western 
newspaper  is  mourning  the  loss  of  two  subBctibers.  No.  1 
wrote  asking  how  to  raise  his  twins  safely,  whilst  the  other 
wanted  to  know  how  he  could  rid  his  orchard  of  grass- 
hoppers. The  answers  went  forward  by  mail,  but  by 
accident  the  editor  put  them  into  the  wrong  envelopes,  so 
that  the  man  with  the  twins  received  this  answer:  "  Cover 
them  carefully  with  straw  and  S2t  tire  to  it,  and  then  the 
little  pests,  atter  jumping  in  the  flimes  a  few  minutes,  will 
be  speedily  settled."  The  man  with  the  grasshoppers  was 
told  to  "  give  cistor  oil  and  rub  their  gums  with  a  bone." 
There  is  litth  wonder  that  two  irate  subsoribers,  one  an 
agriculturist,  the  other  a  proud  father,  were  enbsequently 
seen  wandering  around  with  shot  guns  trying  to  interview 
that  editor. 

 >  »  *  ♦  < 

The  Harmsworth  Magazine  for  this  month  is,  as 
usual,  an  exoellent  threepence-halfpenny  worth.  Laurenoe 
Clarke  tells  an  exciting  incident  of  the  Boer  War. 
"  Incognito,"  by  Katharine  Renell,  is  a  pretty  little  love 
story,  which,  as  courtships  invariably  do  on  paper,  ends 
happily.  "  Miss  Prism's  Anarchist,"  by  Edwin  Bryan, 
"  The  Means  to  the  End,"  by  E.  Wbyte-Wilton,  "  Aider 
and  Abettor,"  a  tale  of  modern  smuggling,  by  Victor  L. 
Whiteohuroh,  and  "  Won  by  a  Hat  Trick,"  by  H.  Graves, 
makes  up  a  very  fair  amount  of  readable  fiction.  Then, 
too,  we  have  "Sand  Castles,"  by  Arthur  Birnage,  "A 
Nation  at  Play,"  by  Edgcumbe  Staley,  "  A  Surplioed 
Army,"  by  Philip  Astor,  and  "  Wonderful  Bifd  Actors," 
by  Oswald  Marvin,  will  appeal  to  those  whose  tastes 
icoline  to  something  more  Eolid  than  fiction, 

 >♦»♦<  

Mb.  Ben  Abrahams  called  on  me  recently  and  showed 
me  a  splendid  sample  of  tallow  greaves.  It  may  be 
obtained  from  him  at  2"),  Silver-street,  Nottiog  Hill, 
at  3d.  per  lb.  Without  a  doubt  barbel  fishers  will  appre- 
ciate the  opportunity  thus  offered  them  of  obtaining  such 
an  excellent  bait  at  this  1  )w  rate.  Ben  also  tells  me  that 
if  they  were  cut  into  small  pieces  it  would  prove  a  capital 
lure  for  chub,  roach,  and  other  coarse  fish.  From  the 
samples  I  have  seen  and  from  previous  experience  I  can 
endorse  everything  he  says. 


No.  26,  Silver-street,  which  is  the  shrine  of  Ben's  lares 
et  penates,  was  the  scene  of  a  remarkable  patastrophe  last 
week.  His  favourite  cat,  an  animal  of  the  male  persuasion, 
was  at  home  for  a  wonder,  and  was  taking  a  peaceful  nap 
OB  the  piano.  The  cat  woke  up,  and  jumped  from  the 
piano  on  to  the  table,  on  which  was  a  newly  laid  down 
"  catch  'em  alivo."  The  latter  became  firmly  attached  to 
the  cat,  who  did  not  appear  to  reciprccitethe  attachment. 
In  course  of  time  the  flies,  attracted  by  the  "  catch  'em 
alivo,"  became  so  thick  that  at  length  they  were  able  to 
raise  the  unfortunate  animal,  which  has  now  been  missing 
for  nearly  a  week.  When  last  seen  it  was  drifting  over 
the  housetops  in  the  direction  of  Earl's  Court.  This  is 
one  of  the  biggest  rises  of  bluebottles  on  record. 


Mrs.  Ben,  so  her  husband  tells  me,  is  enjoying  herself 
at  Ramsgate.  I  was  down  that  wa.y  a  few  days  ago,  and 
had  I  known  her  address  I  should  have  called  upon  her. 
Both  are  enthusiastic  anglers,  and  nothing  delights  me 
more  than  to  have  a  chat  with  them.  They  are  an 
excellent  couple,  and  they  seem,  in  their  goings  to  the 
river  and  the  seaside,  to  enjoy  life  pretty  thoroughly. 

 >  »  >  »<  

On  Saturday  last  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Coldbath  Inn  at 
Hertford,  where  I  found  the  Lychnobites  in  full  awing 
with  their  annual  summer  dinner  and  competition.  To  say 
that  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  myself  would  be  saying  too 
little.  Since  the  death  of  her  husband,  the  whole 
responsibility  of  management  has  fallen  upon  the  shoulders 
of  Mrs.  Dean,  and  light  royally  does  she  conduct  her 
basincs'.  She  is  most  ably  assisted  by  her  daughter 
Daisy,  Miss  Gwennie,  and  her  son  Owen,  who  is  also  n 
charge  of  The  Ship  close  by,  and  after  a  most  fatiguing 
diylwasmost  grateful  for  the  attention  bestowed  upon 
me  by  these  kindly  people, 

 >  »♦»  <  

By  the  way,  the  passengers  who  left  Hertford  by  the 
9  40  (G,N  R.)  did  not  arrive  at  King's  Cross  till  early  on 
Sunday  morning.  For  some  reason  or  other  they  were 
detained  at  Hatfield  for  one  hour  and  forty  minutes ;  in 
fact,  their  brother  members  who  left  by  the  10  30 
(G.E.R.)  were  Lome  long  before  them. 


The  hatching  of  nine  American  rheas,  says  the  Daihj 
Telegraph,  from  a  brood  of  as  many  eggs  at  the  Hon, 
Walter  Rothschild's  Mus?um,  at  Tring  Park,  is  a 
remarkable  event  in  the  Koologioal  world,  and  the  more  s) 
if  the  whole  of  this  number  were  the  product  of  a  single 
bird.  As  has  often  been  pointed  out,  the  female  rheas  a;e 
extremely  catholic  in  their  nesting  habits,  and  lay  together 
until,  perhaps,  some  twenty  or  thirty  have  been  deposited. 
Darwin  relates  that  on  one  occasion  he  saw  four  nests,  three 
of  which  contained  twenty-two  eggs,  and  the  fourth 
twentj-seven,  and  on  another  he  discovered  in  a  single  day 
sixty-four  eggs,  forty-four  of  which  were  distributed 
between  two  nests  only.  This  may  be  possibly  due  to  tfee 
fact  that  the  male  bird  is  said  to  make  the  nest,  collect  the 
eggs,  which  are  laid  at  random  by  his  disregardful 
spouses,  and  actually  to  perform  the  final  process  of 
incubation !  Pracjnkt, 
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SPOOF. 

As  Exemplified  by  "  Georse  Washington,  Jun." 

Not  a  great  while  since  I  was  among  the  very 
appreciative  audience  who  assembled  one  Tuesday 
evening  at  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  to 
listen  to  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickins,  who 
is,  perhaps,  better  known  to  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  under  his  pseudonym  of  "  George 
Washington,  jun."    This  paper,  which  had  more 
to  do  with  photography  than  fishing,  bore  a  some- 
what fishy  title,  that  of  "  Spoof,"  and  was  written 
throughout  in  rhyme,  a  form  of  composition 
which  enabled  Mr.  Dickins  to  give  full  play  to 
that  quaint  humour  which  ripples  through  his 
remarks,  whether  he  is  addressing  a  meeting  or 
delighting  his  immediate  neighbom-s  with  some 
of  the  anecdotes  of  which  he  is  the  happy 
possessor  of  an  almost  illimitable  stock.  It 
therefore  goes  without  saying  that  the  paper  was 
a  delightful  production,  the  point  of  which  was 
intensified  by  the  funereal   solemnity  of  the 
reader,  who,  while  all  the  rest  of  the  little  world 
around  him  was  roaring  with  laughter,  himself 
assumed  a  cast  of  countenance  which  reminded 
one  of  the  joy  shown  by  a  man  who  has  just 
found  a  halfpenny  and  broken  a  window.  Per- 
sonally, I  have  only  one  regret  in  connection  with 
this  paper,  and  that  is,  that  the  brevity  of  life 
and  the  exigencies  of  space  preclude  the  possi- 
bility of  publishing  it  in  extenso.    What  I  have 
given  will,  however,  act  as  some  corroboration  of 
the  statement  I  have  made  regarding  its  general 
excellence. 

In  opening  his  reading  Mr.  Dickins  explained 
that  he  had  been  asked  by  the  secretary  to  write 
a  paper,  but,  unfortunately,  he  was  confronted 
with  a  difficulty  which  might  be  explained  by  the 
following  lines : 

My  knowledge  of  fish,  I  grieve  to  relate. 
Is  mainly  confined  to  ita  edible  state ; 
And  although  I  might  guess  how,  aay,  cockles  are  cooked, 
111  be  hanged  if  I  could  how  the  insects  are  hooked. 
So  feeling  assured  it  was  really  no  go, 
I  was  sorely  afraid  I  should  have  to  say  "no." 
And  great  was  my  grief,  but  later  in  bed, 
My  conscience  reproving  me,  seemingly  said  : 
"  It's  really  unkind,  nay,  it's  really  unfair, 
That  when  your  hon.  sec.  must  his  programme  prepare. 
And,  possibly,  then  for  a  paper  is  pressed. 
That  yon  should  say  '  bo  '  to  his  friendly  r( quest ; 
For  remember,  although  at  the  head  of  your  show 
You've  a  noble  lord  president,  who,  as  all  know. 
Has  support  of  wise  councillors,  quite  a  long  row, 
It's  your  popular  tec.  who's  your  stoker  in  chief, 
Who  constantly  labours,  with  little  relief. 
Both  early  and  late  in  your  interest  toiling. 
Your  fire  to  brighten  to  keep  your  pot  boiling  ; 
But  fuel  he  mast  have,  and  each  one  should  try 
To  assist,  and  his  quota  of  paper  supply  ; 
As  there's  no  doubt  all  should,  so  I  would  if  I  could 
For  his  fuel  find  some  chips  from  my  own  chump  of  wood. 

Then  deeply  I  pondered,  I  cudgelled  my  brain, 
I  fought  all  my  fish  battles  over  again, 
I  thought  of  the  kippers  that  grow  in  the  sea, 
I  thought  of  the  shrimps  I  had  relished  for  tea, 
I  thought,  well,  of  winkles  ;  a  pint  of  the  best 
Had  frequently  laid  on  the  top  of  my  chest, 
I  thought  of  their  home  in  the  oorkeorewy  shell 
How  they  got  in  I  never  could  tell,  ' 
But  it's  quite  immaterial  how  they  get  in 
You  can  wheedle  'em  out  with  a  pointed  pin. 
My  thoughts  ran  away  with  me,  ran  upon  wheels, 
Then  ran  upon  soles  and  then  upon  eels, 
They  ran  on  the  pots  of  tinned  salmon  I'd  oanght, 
Then  on  the  salmon  that  other  men  caught 
I  thought  then  of  Jonah,  a  "  kidder  "  was  he 
Who  spoofed  the  poor  Jews  with  a  yarn  of  the  sea. 
Next  I  thought  of  hia  smUe  as  he  told  'em  the  tale 
Ut  his  holiday  trip  in  the  depths  of  a  whale. 

longer  I  Ungered,  and  deeper  I  thought. 
Btill  further  I  seemed  from  the  subject  I  sought  • 
Then  I  thought  of  the  (f)lies  that  fishermen  teU.' 
JBut  though  I  m  no  fisher  I  tell  'em  as  well ; 
Tnen  I  thought  only  water  an  angler  could  drink 
So  I  must  have  been  drinking  I  think  yon'U  aU  think. 
Then  I  think  that  I  thought,  I  no  longer  would  think 
My  eyelids  were  heavy,  I  thought  and  I  think  • 
1  sunk  into  slumber  and  thought  in  a  dream,  * 
Of  a  suitable  subj-  o^;  to  serve  as  a  theme, 
And  this  was  my  vision,  I  saw  once  again 
The  millions  of  maggots  I'd  murdered  in  vain 
Less  anxiously  thinfiing,  then  that  I  might 
A  paper  on  maggots  most  certainly  write. 

Here  followed  some  very  clever  lines  on  the 
smaU,  but   useful   progeny  of   the  domestic 
bluebottle,  from  which  I  can  only  quote  the  first 
stanza  according  to  Dickins : 
He's  a  gentle  little  creature,  and  is  loyal  to  the  Queen. 

But  when  fishmg  don't  you  hold  him  in  your  mouth 
It  a  a  turnip  to  a  shilling  he  would  never  more  be  seen. 

But  would  trek  and  find  salvation  in  the  South ; 


He'a  a  clever  little  beggar,  but  I  never  heard  him  sing, 
And  though  you  coax  and  humour  him  but  little  will 
he  say. 

Still,  he  likes  a  little  joke,  and  he  fun  at  you  will  poke. 
But  he  doea  it  in  a  quiet  little  nnobtrnaive  way, 

I  would  trace  the  festive  inaeot  from  the  moment  of  his 
birth. 

And  of  hia  domestic  virtues  and  his  piety  would  write ; 
I  would  track  him  in  his  pleasures,  in  his  giddy  course 
on  earth, 

In  his  trials  and  little  troubles  I'd  your  sympathy  invite  ; 
And  to  tell  how,  at  the  last,  when  away  from  life  he's 
passed. 

With  what  fortitude  he  bore  him  at  the  moment  t' would 
be  mine. 

For  no  fear  of  death  you'd  trace  on  his  happy  little  face 
Aa  he  wriggled  oft  to  glory  on  a  crystal  No.  9. 

Having  arrived  so  far  it  occurred  to  him  that, 
although  fish  might  become  maggots,  maggots 
were  not  fish,  and  therefore  some  other  subject 
must  be  found,  and  so  he  reasoned  with  himself — 

,    .    .   rude  waa  my  scope. 
Couldn't  I  make  a  bit — what  about  soap  ? 
How  if  I  interviewed  Pears  and  Co. 
And  see  what  they  would  offer  to  give  'em  a  show  ? 
Or,  failing  that,  how  if  I  took  on  theology  ? 
Or  discoursed  on  muffins  or  heathen  mythology — 
A  crowd  of  ideas  for  a  paper  I'd  got : 
Happy  thought — mix  them — and  give  you  the  lot. 

But  instead  of  going  to  those  lengths  he 
stopped  short  at  photography.  It  suddenly 
occurred  to  him  that  some  years  ago  he  had  his 
"  fortygraf  took,"  and  therefore  concluded  that 
he  was  fully  qualified  to  discourse  on  this  subject, 
which  he  did  in  the  following  humorously- 
written  yarn,  previously  explaining  that  at  one 
stage  of  development  it  is  occasionally  discovered 
that  the  negative  has  become  what  is  technically 
termed  "  fogged,"  i.e.,  an  apparent  veil,  more  or 
less  dense,  covers  the  whole  or  part  of  the  plate, 
and  upon  a  print  being  taken  from  such  a 
"fogged"  negative,  the  veil  or  "fog"  would 
naturally  be  reproduced. 

Without  further  preamble  at  once,  theuj  I'll  say 
(Thus  commencing  my  yarn  in  the  orthodox  way), 
Once  on  a  time— as  the  date  I  can't  fix. 
But  I  think  it  was  in  Eighty-four,  five,  or  six. 
That  a  gallant  young  fellow — a  friemd  of  my  own — 
Possessing  a  name  that  is  very  well  known 
In  connection  with  travel,  with  art  and  geography. 
Natural  history,  sport  and  photography. 
Bored  with  his  life  of  inaction  at  home. 
Had  determined  awhile  that  abroad  he  would  roam, 
When,  by  singular  fortune,  he  happened  to  hear 
Of  a  young  man  of  wealth  to  whom  travel  was  dear. 
Who  longed  for  a  chum  without  liver  or  fears. 
To  share  his  adventures  for  two  or  three  years. 
No  sooner  acquainted  and  ideas  interchanged 
Than  by  common  consent  they  quickly  arranged 
That  together  they'd  start,  and  forward  then  push 
Deep  into  the  wilds  of  Australia's  bush. 
Both  were  versed  in  the  Arts,  were  au  fait  in  the 
Sciences, 

Were  amply  supplied  with  all  kinds  of  appliances. 
And  bearing,  as  part  of  a  wonderful  kit, 
A  perfect  dry-plate  photographic  outfit ; 
Good  all-round  sportsmen,  without  any  question. 
With  jolly  good  health  and  first-rate  digestion. 
On  a  definite  object  they  "  focussed  "  their  mind. 
The  main  points  of  which  were  endeavours  to  find, 
Secure  and  bring  home,  any  specimens  rare. 
Of  beasts  in  the  field  and  birds  of  the  air  ; 
And  my  friend,  Mr.  B.  (who  never  said  swear). 
Was  heard  in  a  positive  way  to  declare. 
Though  were  negative  fortune  developed  by  fate. 
He  would  still  miss  no  chance  of  exposing  a  plate. 

Now  some  months  let  us  leave  them,  and  then  we  shall 
find 

That  to  them  "  fickle  fortune  "  has  been  very  kind  ; 
She  has  carried  them  safely  o'er  sea  and  o'er  land. 
And  together  in  Central  Auatralia  they  stand. 
■They  have  proved  with  the  rifle  and  shot  gun  their  skill, 
And  some  hundreds  of  specimens  managed  to  kill. 
And  the  weather  had  been  so  confoundedly  hot. 
That  like  niggera  they  worked,  for  the  skins  of  the  lot 
Must  be  pickled  or  lost  as  soon  as  they're  shot. 
Now  it  happened  one  day  our  frienda  chanced  to  spy 
A  distant  red  gleam  o'erspreading  the  sky. 
Which  quicker  than  thought  in  intensity  growbg, 
The  terribly  fact  unmistakably  showing. 
That  if  for  existence  they  had  further  desire, 
For  their  lives  they  must  fly,  for  the  bush  waa  on  fire. 
MO  time  for  selection,  they  hastily  seize 
A  few  portable  items,  when,  borne  on  the  breeze, 
In  advance  of  the  flame,  on  came  rolling  the  smoke, 
too  hot  and  so  dense,  it  a  Black-moor  would  choke, ' 
So  speeding  away,  not  a  moment  too  soon, 
Helter  skelter  they  plunge  in  a  muddy  lagoon, 
Where  for  a  space  in  security  sank. 
While  consumed  was  the  hut  they  had  built  on  the  bank. 
As  soon  as  the  terrible  flame  had  gone  past 
To  orawl  from  their  mudbath  our  frienda  hastened  fast 
And  dragging  themselves  from  their  watery  lair 
I^ss  the  starch  from  their  collars  and  curl  from  their  hair 
Uheir  Lincolns,  Lmcoln,  and  Bennets'  they  didn't  wear) 


They  rush  for  their  camp,  and  a  grand  elfort  make. 
And  endeavour  the  hundred  yards  record  to  break. 
Spurred  on  by  the  hope  they'd  be  able  to  save 
At  least  Bcmething  from  wreck  by  that  fiery  wave. 
Wei],  a  few  things  they  rescued,  but,  sad  to  relate, 
Their  loss  at  the  least  was  regrettably  great. 
For  their  bundles  of  skins  so  much  labour  had  coat. 
Both  of  fur  and  of  feather,  were  all  of  them  lost. 
And  so  were  their  negatives,  many  a  score, 
'Twas  a  poeitive  fact,  would  be  seen  no  more. 
They  had  b  ?en  over-exposed  in  that  fiery  roar. 
Their  portable  dark  room  the  flames  made  so  light. 
It  had  floated  away  in  a  cloud  out  of  sight ; 
But  with  joy  they  both  ahonted,  a  smile  on  each  face. 
When  they  found,  quite  uninjured,  their  atrong  iron  case, 
For  they  knew  that  within  there,  and  perfectly  sound. 
One  dozen  of  "  England's  "  best  platea  would  be  found. 
And  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  though  brown  it  waa 
fried, 

They  rescued  a  single  (though  double)  dark  slide, 
A  lens  and  a  camera,  with  tripod  complete. 
Through  the  ordeal  had  passed  merely  to  arched  by  the 
heat. 

They  were  soon  in  a  region  where  views  by  the  score. 
By  the  hundred  and  thousand,  and  one  or  two  more. 
Ail  dressed  in  their  best,  with  a  sweet  summer  smile 
Prevailed  on  our  friends  to  sojourn  there  awhile. 
Now  each  view  in  itself  was  a  pearl  beyond  pi  ice, 
They  longed  for  them  all,  they  were  really  so  nice, 
But  it's  very  distressing,  it  must  be  confessed. 
When  they  came  to  reflect  they  but  twelve  plates  possessed 
(As,  for  jour  information,  I  may  as  well  state 
That  not  more  than  a  few  views  could  go  on  eacli  plate). 
And,  remote  frcm  old  England  or  photograph  store, 
'Twas  not  very  convenient  just  then  to  get  more. 
However,  the  best  of  a  bad  job  to  make. 
They  determined  one  dozen  grand  views  they  would  take  ; 
But  how  could  they  manage  ?  though  good  was  the  will. 
Our  photographer  knew  that  his  slide  he  must  fill  ; 
And  with  dark  room  non  est,  and  no  substitute  near. 
He  was  in  a  dilemma,  that's  perfectly  clear. 
But  our  friend  Mr.  B.  is  a  man  of  resource. 
And  a  trifle  like  this  could  not  long  stay  his  course ; 
So  his  wit  (alwajs  well  in  advance  when  'twas  needed), 
Dictating  his  method,  he  thusly  proceeded  :  ' 
With  his  slide  and  his  plates  firmly  grasped  in  his  hand, 
With  heroic  devotion  he  sprawled  on  the  sand. 
Burning  hot  from  the  sun,  when  its  power  and  might 
Was  boiling  the  mercury — well,  nearly,  not  quite  ; 
Never  heedirg  the  blisters  that  forthwith  arose, 
From  his  favourite  corn  to  the  tip  of  his  nose  ; 
He  forthwith  instructed  his  friend  first  to  bring. 
And  asked  him  then  kindly  to  over  him  fling 
A  large  heavy  rug,  and  conceal  him  from  sight, 
And  most  careful  to  be  to  exclude  all  the  light. 


To  a  letter  his  orders  were  quickly  obeyed. 
But  in  case  just  a  few  beams  of  light  might  invade, 
His  "  sanctum  sanctorum  "  he  furthermore  planned, 
To  have  spread  over  all'a  thick  layer  of  sand  ; 
Security  then  to  make  doubly  secure 
(For  thoughts  of  a  failure  they  could  not  endure). 
On  the  edge  of  the  rug  Mr.  A.  trotted  round. 
Thus  keeping  it  firmly  pressed  into  the  ground. 
Scarce  a  moment  elapsed  (lor,  it  reads  hke  a  dream). 
When  out  from  the  aandheap  burst  volumes  of  steam. 
Generated,  of  course,  from  the  moisture  that  run 
From  the  porea  of  poor  B.  by  the  htat  of  the  sun. 
Obscuring  the  landscape,  concealing  from  sight 
The  views  that  affoidtd  our  friend  such  delight. 
His  slide  being  charged  at  a  cost,  let  us  say. 
Of  a  stone  of  his  bulk  that  had  melted  away. 
Our  hero  emerged  from  his  sultry  retreat. 
And  shot  off  hie  plates,  notwithstanding  the  heat. 
Six  separate  times  was  the  process  repeated. 
Severe  though  the  strain,  he  would  not  be  defeated, 
Though  losing  each  time  some  pounds  avoirdupois. 
He  stuck  to  his  task— well— like  dirt  sticks  to  boys. 
His  plates  all  exposed  in  perfection  of  light. 
With  painstaking  care  and  with  heartfelt  delight 
He  carefully  packed  them,  and  put  them  away 
For  developing  proceaa  on  some  future  day. 
It's  no  part  of  my  task,  and  I  do  not  propose 
To  detail  their  travels  right  up  to  their  close ; 
Sufiioe  it  to  mention  that  terrible  trials  awaited  our 
friends, 

And  while  yet  far  removed  from  professional  aid. 
Poor  A.  by  malaria  low  was  laid  ; 
He  never  recovered,  but  sinking  be  died, 
His  companion  of  travel  alone  by  his  side. 
At  home  once  again  and  at  leisure,  one  day 
B,  turned  to  his  plates,  rather  fearing  that  they 
Any  further  attention  would  hardly  repay. 
For  months  had  elapsed  since  exposures  were  made, 
Thf  y'd  been  thousands  of  milea  in  sun  and  in  shade ; 
Upset  in  a  river,  thrown  out  of  a  train, 
Tossed  hither  and  thither  o'er  ocean  and  main. 
So  with  half-hearted  zeal  he  the  parcel  unpacked, 
Quite  expecting  to  find  every  plate  had  been  cracked  ; 
But,  judge  his  surprise,  what  a  smile  lit  hia  eyes. 
When  he  found  the  whole  dozen  reposing  intact. 
Now  I  never  saw  a  welkin,  nor  heard  a  weUdn  ring, 
But  I'm  told  they  are  given  to  this  sort  of  thing. 
And  I've  not  the  least  doubt,  at  our  friend's  joyous  shout. 
That  for  oBce  in  a  way  it  did  merrily  ding.  ' 
Then  with  feverish  haste,  but  with  scrupulons  care. 
His  developing  lotion  began  to  prepare  ; 
And  all  being  ready,  he  shut  out  the  light. 
Turned  the  key  of  his  dark  room,  and  wished  all  good 
night. 

A  week  or  two  after  his  hurried  return 
B.  assembled  hia  friends,  who  were  anxious  to  learn 
From  our  hero  himself  of  what  he  had  seen  ? 
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How  he  felt  ?  Why  he  went  F  What  he'd  done  Where 

he'd  baen  ? 
Why  he  returned  to  old  E  agland  so  hastily  ? 
If  ladies  abroad  were  dressed  very  tastily  ? 
Qtteries  too  numerous  even  to  mention, 
He  promised  that  all  should  receive  his  attention. 
Then  he  told  of  his  travels  o'er  land  and  o'er  sea, 
He  pictured  the  pleasures  of  roving  so  free, 
Then  painted  Lis  atiu^gles  'gainst  hard-hitting  fate. 
On  his  triumphs  witb  pleasure  they  heard  him  dilate. 
And  for  fully  three  Lours  his  tongue  rattled  fast, 
But  a  special  ban  bouche  he  reserved  for  the  last — 
His  photos— ah,  there  was  a  treat  yet  in  store, 
His  only  regret  was  he  hadn't  some  more. 
For  the  ladies  all  said  they  should  copies  adore  ; 
Now  their  interest  deepens,  his  story's  near  told, 
For  see  now  his  prints  he's  about  to  unfold. 
These  much  treasured  pictures,  so  nearly  he'd  lost, 
At  such  sacrifice  purchased — lor,  what  they  had  cost — 
Why,  the  waste  of  his  tissue  I'm  sure  would  be  found, 
If  carefully  reckoned,  at  fonrpence  a  pound, 
^Vould  amount  to  a  sum  that  would  bonnet  a  wife 
To  the  end  of  the  term  of  her  natural  life. 

Now  1  ask  that  you  each  in  your  mind  will  decide 
On  the  standard  you'll  take  as  the  acme  of  pride. 
Pile  the  whole  lot  together — another  thrown  in. 
Say  the  pride  of  the  dog  who'd  a  tail  made  of  tin. 
Add  the  pride  of  the  Cm. are,  the  pride  of  Kildare, 
And  the  pride  of  Old  England,  and  then  I'll  declare 
That  the  whole  pile  of  pride  will  in  no  way  compare 
With  the  pride  of  bold  B.  when  resuming  his  chair. 
After  showing  his  friends  at  the  end  of  his  lojt 
Twelve  magnificent  views  of  Australian  F.O.G. 

[The  paper  has  since  been  produced  for  private 
circulation  only,  in  book  form.  The  opinions  of 
the  Press,  collected,  collated,  amended,  suiTepti- 
tiously  inserted,  and  all  specially  written  by 
George  Washington,  jun.,  are  very  funny,  as  is 
idso  the  clever  pen  and  ink  sketch  on  the  last  page, 
which  depicts  his  exit  with  the  aid  of  a  boot  toe. 

Dragnet.] 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Althouuh  many  of  the  members  are  en  vacance  or 
away  on  fishing  expeditions  at  the  present  moment  there 
was  a  fairly  good  attendance  at  Monday's  meeting,  when 
Mr._  C.  H.  Bywaters  took  the  chair.  There  was  no  lack 
of  interesting  angling  reports,  sport  daring  the  holiday 
time  having  been  good.  Mr.  M.  Jacobs  had  a  large  take 
of  barbel  on  the  Thames,  but  the  fish  ran  small.  He 
unfortunately  fell  overboard  whilst  unfastening  his  punt, 
and  went  in  "  after  a  big  fish,"  as  one  put  it.  'The  fish 
was  not  landed,  but  the  fisher  was,  and  escaped  with 
nothing  more  serione  than  a  wetting.  Mr.  E.  Knowles 
Foreman  had  also  been  on  the  Thames,  and  took  numbers 
of  barbel,  none,  however,  of  any  size.  He  caught,  too,  a 
brace  of  nice  roach  weighing  respectively  lib.  4oz.  and 
lib.  8oz.  On  the  Limboume  Mr.  H.  Harden  had  a  trout 
of  lib.  6oz.,  and  several  smaller ;  Messrs.  R.  Bradford 
and  P.  Ward  also  had  fish.  Nothing  had  been  done  on 
the  Kennet  on  account  of  the  weeds.  At  Uxbridge  fish 
of  all  sorts  had  been  feeding  well.  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley 
had  a  31b.  chub,  and  some  lib.  roach ;  Mr.  Frank  Lincoln, 
a  trout  of  lib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf ,  dace  and 
roach  with  the  fly  ;  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  a  number  of  good 
roach  up  to  lib.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Geo.  Smith,  two  dozen 
splendid  roach,  several  going  lib.  4oz. ;  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de 
Courcey,  roach,  heaviest,  lib.  8jz.,  and  perch ;  and  Mr. 
H.  A,  Rolt,  two  bream  scaling  71b.  4oz.  the  pair,  chub  of 
21b.  13oz.,  and  roach  ;  Mr.  R.  Clay  has  had  fair  sport  in 
Suffolk.  M.  G.  B.  DE  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETT. 

Me.  C.  S.  Bentley  conducted  the  business  of  the 
finance  and  general  committee  and  the  ordinary  meetings, 
held  at  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  on 
Tuesday  evening  last.  Much  detail  in  the  society's 
interests  was  dealt  with.  Dr.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  has 
presented  a  very  handsome  cabinet  to  contain  the  various 
curios  given  to  the  curator  by  himself  and  other  members 
of  the  society.  The  reports  from  members  of  recent 
fishings  was  very  interesting,  our  own  waters  at  Chesham 
in  particular  continuing  to  yield  well.  It  is  regretted  that 
a  number  of  the  members  fishing  there  do  not  take  the 
opportunity  of  recording  their  captures  in  the  book  kept 
at  the  Black  Horse  for  that  purpose.  This  book  is  of 
value  to  the  committee  as  a  record  of  the  yield  of  the 
water,  and  they  consider  that  those  members  fishing  there 
and  not  recording  the  fish  taken,  and  who  are  unable  to 
attend  the  Tuesday's  meeting,  should  write  the  hon. 
secretary  giving  particulars.  Considering  the  information 
which  occasionally  comes  to  hand,  if  a  full  and  complete 
record  of  the  fish  taken  existed,  surprise  would  I  am  sure 
be  felt  at  the  quantity.  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  is  arranging  a 
party  for  a  sixteen-day  trip  to  Donegal,  from  Aug.  31,  for 
salmon,  sea  and  brown  trout  fishing.  Anyone  who  would 
like  to  join  the  party  can  get  particulars  from  Mr.  Hoyle, 
by  letter  to  his  address.  Mr.  James  Tayler,  notwith- 
standinit  the  very  bad  weather  of  Bank  Holiday,  took 
three  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  and  a  roach.  Mr.  Por- 
brooke,  fish  from  the  Mole  and  Sussex  ;  Mr.  Emery  had  a 
l|lb.  trout  with  the  Alder,  on  Bank  Holiday,  and 
another  close  on  21b. ;  and  a  friend  who  accompanied 
him,  a  couple  of  larger  trout.  Mr.  Emery,  on  Tues- 
day, took  a  large  number  of  chub  up  to  31b.  weight, 
as  well  as  roach;  and  on  Saturday  last,  chub  and 
roach  again,  Mr.  Scott  also  having  very  good  sport.  Mr. 
Connellan  had  three  days'  fishiag  in  Norfolk,  but  the 
weather  was  so  bad  that  he  only  captured  a  few  dace  with 


the  tiy.  Saturday  last  he  visited  Chesham.  Mr.  Close 
took  a  number  of  rudd  and  roach  with  the  fly.  Mr. 
Norman  spent  Bank  Holiday  by  the  Thames  under 
canvas,  but  managed  to  get  a  few  dozen  gudgeon  between 
the  showers.  Mr.  Gilbert  had  some  flat  fish  from  Clacton ; 
Mr.  GUI,  one  trout,  from  Norfolk.  Mr.  Gibson  visited 
Lincolnshire  for  fly  fishing,  but  the  heavy  rain  caused  the 
river  to  rise  4ft.  or  so  above  normal  level,  and  was 
somewhat  coloured,  so  he  had  to  use  the  wet  fly  and  was 
not  very  successful,  but  by  stripping  a  fly  hook  and  using 
a  shot  he  caught  some_  sixteen  roach.  Mr.  Zarfaes,  bottom 
fishing  in  the  same  river,  took  161b.  of  good  roach,  some 
rudd  and  bream,  and  might  have  had  more  but  for  the 
61b.  jack  which  came  into  hii  swim.  Mr.  Hicks,  three 
small  chub  and  a  dace ;  and  Mr.  Napper.  a  bream  of  G^lb., 
and  another  of  4jlb.  from  the  Lea,  at  Broxbourne.  Mr. 
Saunders  presented  a  very  unique  fly  dressed  by  that 
celebrated  fly  tyer,  Mr.  McGowan.  The  usual  toasts 
followed,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  terminated  a 
very  busy  evening.  Hon.  Sec. 


LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
On  Saturday  last,  Aug.  11,  the  members  of  the 
Lychnobite  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  summer 
dinner  and  competition  at  Hertford.  Splendid  weather 
prevailed,  and  everything  passed  off  most  pleasantly.  In 
the  evening  a  fir^t-rate  dinner  was  provided  by  Mrs.  Dean, 
at  the  Coldbath  Inn,  to  which  the  Lychnos  did  full 
justice.^  The  greatest  credit  reflects  on  the  club  ofiioials 
for  their  excellent  management  of  affairs,  in  fact,  and  in 
short,  to  quote  the  words  of  a  wag  who  happened  to 
be  there : 

"  'Twas  a  day  of  days  at  Hertford,  a  day  both  warm  and 
bright, 

A  day  sent  down  by  '  Special '  to  suit  each  Lychnobite, 
A  day  to  suit  the  '  Coldbath  '  and  the  hostess,  Mrs.  Dean, 
A  day  all  joy  and  sunshine,  with  nought  to  intervene, 
A  day  to  take  a  drive  and  to  enjoy  the  country  air, 
A  day  to  pity  those  who  didn't  happen  to  be  there, 
A  day  to  suit  the  angler — 'twas  all  that  he  could  wish. 
And,  judging  by  the  catches,  'twas  a  day  to  suit  the  fish. 
The  dinner  was  delicious,  nay.  it  really  was  divine. 
The  baef  was  simply  '  bully,*  and  the  soup  was  '  super- 
fine.' 

The  potatoes  and  potations  and  pocarrots  were  a  treat. 
While  that  '  lovely '  piece  of  '  mutting '  would  be  very 
hard  to  beat. 

We  one  and  all  enjoyed  it,  and  we  voted  it  '  immense  ! ' 
'Twas  cleared,  and  then  we  waited  for  the  concert  to 
commence. 

Up  came  a  friend,  who  said  he  would  oblige  us  with  '  a 
show,' 

But  was  sorry  that  he  couldn't,  as  he  '  Had  a  long  way  to 
go.' 

But  the  artiste  of  the  evening  was  a  gentleman  of  note, 
Who  sang  so  '  energetic  '  that  he  split  his  Sunday  coat. 
Then  a  lady  of  the  name  of  Wren  (her  front  name 

'  Gwendoline '), 
'Midst  loud  and  rapturous  applause  appeared  upon  the 

scene. 

Right  royally  the  Lychnobites  tried  to  help  her  sing, 
But  they  hadn't  any  resin  to  rub  upon  their  string. 
While  the  lady  at  the  '  musicker '  had  to  sit  and  blink. 
For  they  sang  in  '  foreign  language,'  and  she  hadn't  time 
to  think. 

Then  a  gossoon  with  a  fishing  rod  sang,  '  My  lot  took  the 
cake,' 

And  a  kitchenmaid  popped  in  and  said,  '  Dear  me !  I'll 

cook  the  "  take  !  "  ' 
Another  warbled  '  Daisy  '  with  a  Romeoish  air, 
He  couldn't  reach  the  top  note,  so  he  stood  upon  a  chair ; 
But  the  chair  was  made  in  Shoreditch,  and  he  came  down 

with  a  screech, 
And  '  Charley  Someone  '  helped  him  up  with  a  patriotic 

speech. 

They  toasted  '  Olde  Ben  Jonson '  with  their  glasses  in  the 
air, 

And  said  they  had  one  '  Chapless,'  although  he  wasn't 
there ; 

And  o'er  '  The  Chair  '  there  floated  our  Blessed  Freedom's 
Flag, 

And  there  beneath  its  glorious  folds,  in  state,  sat  dear  old 
'Drag.,' 

And  thus  they  winked  and  whistled  till  they  reached  the 
last  refrain. 

And  then  they  gathered  up  their  traps  and  staiied  for  the 
train. 

Some  were  ready,  some  were  not,  and  some  refused  to 
roam, 

Swore  that  they  were  '  happy ; '  in  fact,  swore  they  were 
at  home. 

They  interviewed  the  '  missis,'  and  she  told  them  they 
might '  stop,' 

And  then  they  swore  they  wouldn't  budge,  and  sank  down 
with  a  flop. 

Singing, '  Good-night,  everybody  !  for  here  'we're  going  to 
stay,' 

With  a  '  Too-ra-loo-ral,  Hi-ty-tite-ty,  Hip,  hip,  hip, 
Hooray  ! '  " 

The  competition  was  won  by  Mr.  E.  Goss,  the  first  prize 
being  the  gift  of  Mr.  L.  Chaplais,  of  the  Ben  Jimson,  Mr. 
Sam  Love  taking  second  prize.  Hertford  is  a  nice  little 
town,  and  some  good  fishing  is  to  be  had  near  the  mill. 
Intending  visitors  can  be  very  comfortably  accomjnodated 
either  by  Mrs.  Dean  at  the  Coldbath,  Mr.  Owen  Dean  at 
The  Ship,  or  by  Mr.  Crawley  at  The  Bell. 

MOSNAE  Dis. 


American  Books. — a  catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literaturo  can  be  had  of  SampBon  Low,  Marston 
ftnd  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-laiie,  London, 


POACHING  IN  THE  LODDON. 
At  the  Wokingham  (Berks)  County  Petty  Sessions  last 
week  two  young  men  named  Joe  Hillier,  of  Twyford,  and 
Charles  Chapman,  of  51,  Albert-road,  Reading,  were 
summoned  for  taking  and  destroying  fish  in  the  Upper 
Loddon  stream,  at  Twyford,  on  July  22,  the  stream  being 
the  private  water  of  the  Henley  and  Reading  Pishing 
Associations.  Mr  ._H.  Creed  appeared  for  the  prosecution. 
The  defendant  Hillier  answered  to  the  summons,  but 
Chapman  sent  a  letter  from  Shorncliffe  explaining 
his  absence  and  pleading  guilty  to  the  offence.  Hil- 
lier also  admitted  the  charge.  Mr.  Creed  said  that 
the  proceedings  had  been  taken  in  order  to  put  a 
stop  to  what  was  a  very  great  nuisance  in  this  private 
water,  which  was  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  a 
public  road.  Persons,  therefore,  who  went  there  to 
fish  must  know  that  they  were  trespassing.  So 
many  people  went  there  to  fish  that  the  associations  had 
decided  that  they  must  bring  them  before  the  magistrates 
in  order  that  the  illegal  fishing  might  be  put  a  stop  to. 
The  two  defendants  were  fishing  there  at  4.30  in  the 
morning.  The  associations  had  been  put  to  great  expense 
in  order  to  keep  bailiffs  to  watch  the  water,  and  as  people 
persisted  in  going  there  to  fish  the  association  felt  bound 
to  take  proceedings  against  them.  Hillier  was  in  posses- 
sion of  three  or  four  undersized  fish,  but  as  that  would 
not  be  an  offence  under  the  Thames  Conservancy  bye-laws 
in  the  stream  in  question  at  that  particular  spot,  the 
proceedings  had  been  taken  under  the  Larceny  Act,  which 
empowered  the  magistrates  to  inflict  a  fine  of  £5.  Mr. 
Creed  asked  the  Bench  to  make  an  example  of  the 
offenders,  and  to  inflict  such  a  penalty  upon  them  as  would 
make  _  them  and  other  people  hesitate  before  they 
committed  such  an  offence  again.  The  bailiff,  Thomas 
GUes,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Creed,  said  that  he  had  repeatedly 
warned  Hillier  not  to  fish  in  the  stream.  There  were 
several  notices  about  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  indicating 
that  the  water  was  private.  The  defendants  were  fined 
158.  each  and  costs  (HiUier  Ss.  and  Chapman  98.). 


LARGE  NUMBER  OF  POACHED  GROUSE. 

Some  years  since  there  was  a  combination  of  sportsmen 
for  the  suppression  of  poached  game — partridges  especially 
— being  sent  to  the  game-dealers  of  Leadenhall  and  Smith- 
field  Markets  before  the  birds  could  be  legally  killed.  This 
movement  possibly  checked  the  system  for  a  time,  but  the 
allegation  that  a  thousand  brace  of  grouse  were  on  sale  at 
Leadenhall  early  on  Monday  morning,  Aug.  13,  if  true, 
should  open  the  eyes  of  some  gentlemen  who  pay  very  high 
rents  in  Scotland  and  the  north  of  England  tor  the  right 
of  shooting  the  moor  game.  One  would  naturally  infer 
that,  however  extensive,  distant,  or  isolated  the  heather- 
clad  ground  might  be,  it  would  be  all  thoroughly  protected 
by  day  as  well  as  during  the  nights  immediately  preceding 
the  opening  of  shooting.  It  may  be  that  the  Sunday 
intervening  this  year  gave  the  poachers  facilities,  not  so 
much  for  poaching  as  getting  the  proceeds  of  their  illegal 
work  off  by  trains  for  the  south.  Owners  and  renters  of 
partridge  ground  generally  "  bush  "  all  the  fields,  cleared 
and  otherwise.  Under  this  protection  netters  cannot  very 
easily  net  coveys  of  "  birds  "  roosting  right  out  on  barley 
stubble,  clover  leys,  &c.  It  is  said  that  the  grouse 
received  at  Leadenhall  Market  before  legal  shooting  com- 
menced were  "not  shot."  The  inference,  therefore,  is 
that  these  grouse  were  netted.  Some  rough  inquiry 
might  be  made  as  to  what  parts  of  Scotland,  or  the  North 
of  England,  the  birds  were  seat  from.  "  Mum "  is 
probably  the  password  all  round  ;  and  the  Scotch  game- 
poacher,  like  the  salmon-poacher,  must  have  done  very 
well  this  time  over  the  grouse.  There  is  a  dark  side,  and 
a  very  suggestive  side,  to  this  wholesale  netting  of  the 
most  expensive  bird  that  flies  by  long  odds;  and  even 
another  equally  important  question :  Are  the  game  dealers 
at  Leadenhall  and  in  Smithfield  Markets  really  acting 
within  the  legal  terms,  to  say  nothing  of  the  spirit,  of  their 
game-selling  licences  to  "  deal  "  with  grouse  in  this  case, 
and  "  birds  "  and  pheasants,  &o.,  by-and-bye  ?  It  might  or 
might  not  mean  extra  profit  to  these  wholesale  dealers  in 
game,  because  the  London  retailer  can  have  little  or  no  hand 
in  obtaining  this  stolen  game,  for  stealing  it  really  is,  for 
the  glamour  surrounding  poachers'  work  in  past  days  ought 
not  to  obtain  in  the  present.  That  these  thousand  brace  of 
grouse,  or  nineteen-twentieths  of  them,  were  netted  on 
the  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  of  last  week  is  pretty 
certain.  The  game  certificate  authorises  no  man  to  kill 
game  on  Sunday  or  Christmas  Day,  consequently  very  few 
of  the  birds  in  question  were  killed  on  the  Sabbath  ;  or  if 
isolated  instances  occurred  by  "sparks"  that  could  not 
stop  the  "  fire  "  from  igniting,  depend  upon  it  the  birds 
so  shot  formed  no  part  of  these  large  consignments  of 
poached  grouse.  W.  P. 


^ofcs  from  ii^c  ^orfi^. 

Not  till  the  nets  are  off  will  the  full  benefit  of  the  back- 
end  floods  be  enjoyed.  On  most  Scottish  waters  this  will 
take  place  on  the  26th,  although  in  a  few  later  districts  it 
will  be  a  few  weeks  after  that  date. 

Everybody  and  his  wife  is  in  the  North  just  now,  but 
hotel-keepers  are  crying  out  as  to  the  scarcity  of  visitors, 
except  those  few  lucky  ones  who  are  more  favourably 
situated  than  the  general  run. 


The  tenantry  of  Finzean  are  to  present  Mr.  Joseph 
Parquharson,  A.R.A.,  with  a  tangible  gift,  in  recognition 
of  the  recent  honour  conferred  on  him,  and  the  high 
estimation  in  which  Joe  is  held  by  the  Member  for  West 
Aberdeen's  tenants. 
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Joe  is  a  keen,  keen  angler,  as  well  as  a  shot,  and, 
althoagh  a  piece  of  plate  is  nearly  always  run  after,  yet  we 
beg  to  think  that  in  the  ease  of  a  bachelor  artist  and 
sportsman  these  gifts  would  be  more  acceptable. 

Mr.  Ritchie,  Newburgh,  TJdny  Arms,  says  :  "  Just  as  I 
was  commencing  to  write,  I  had  to  give  the  quietus  to  five 
ntending  visitors  by  telegram.  I  cannot  take  them  till 
nto  September,  at  least.  House  full  up,  and  sport  good." 
This  is  one  of  the  lucky  spots  just  now. 

Among  others  at  Newburgh  are  Surgeon-Gan.  Colin 
Smith,  C.B. ;  Mr.  Scott.  Penrith :  Mr.  Lumsden, 
Balmedie ;  Mr.  Gratham,  Surrey ;  and  all  making  good, 
baskets  to  the  artificial  sand  eel. 


Mr.  Carnegie,  of  Skibo  Castle,  Mrs.  Carnegie,  and 
family  arrived  at  Fortrose  in  their  sea  yacht  Breeze  last 
week,  on  a  visit  to  Mr.  J.  D.  Fletcher's  place,  where  some 
very  extensive  alterations  have  recently  been  carried  out 
in  restoring  a  fine  old  place— one  of  the  beauty  spots  in 
the  North.   

Mr.  Choate,  the  United  States  Minister,  arrived  at 
Inverness  for  the  season  on  Saturday  in  time  for  the 
shooting,  and,  later  on,  the  salmon  angliut;  season,  which 
is  extra  good  after  the  nets  are  o£E  on  the  Ness. 

A  salmon  of  571bs.  was  got  last  week  in  Col.  Fordyce's 
St.  Cyrus  fishings  off  the  coast  of  Fife.  It  measured 
4ft.  5in.  in  length,  and  is  the  top  weight  of  the  season. 

Aboyne  Hotel  is  packed  with  shooters  and  fishers  for 
the  next  two  months,  if  not  longer.  There  is  a  fine 
chance  of  fish  being  found  in  these  mid-reaches  of  the 
Dee  once  the  flush  of  the  shooting  season  is  over. 

Mr.  Wilson,  M.P.  for  Hull,  has  taken  the  Aboyne 
Castle  and  shootings  for  the  present  season,  Mr.  Wilson 
had  Aboyne  Castle  when  it  was  first  let  twelve  years  ago, 
and  he  afterwards  built  Dinuet  House.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a 
keen  angler,  and  nothing  delights  him  better  than  a  tussle 
with  Salmo  salar,  ^^^^ 

The  carriages  and  horses  at  Glentana  were  sold  on 
Tuesday,  last  week.  Everything  not  wanted  by  the  new 
lessee,  Mr.  Coatee,  of  Paisley,  has  to  go  to  the  hammer, 
and  accordingly  all  "  fancies  "  wiU  be  ruthlessly  dispensed 
with.  Truly  one  can  say  of  the  Glen,  "  Old  times  are 
changed,  old  manners  gone." 

Grouse  were  selling  at  5a.  the  brace  on  the  second  day 
of  the  season — the  closing  rates  in  the  Aberdeen  market. 
They  have  seldom  been  so  plentiful,  but  the  aggregate  all 
over  will  undoubtedly  be  less,  on  account  of  the  sparcity 
of  gunners. 

Sea  trout  resorts  are  going  up  in  value.  They  are 
scarce  at  the  best  within  reach,  but  they  are  the  favourite 
resort  with  the  well-to-do  class,  compared  with  the  rock 
angling  habitues,  and  so,  consequently,  more  run  on. 

Special  Scotch 


Iprovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  Saturday  evening  last  at  the  Roebuck 
Inn,  Bridge-street,  Warrington.  All  the  members  were 
'^^^^^Kr^'^n  7:  °^  Birmingham,  presided,  and 

Mr.  K.  Wingheld,  of  Worcester,  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
Ihe  nunutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  held  at  Worcester 
on  May  12  last,  were  read  and  confirmed.  Letters  were 
read  by  the  secretary  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund  re  the 
mcreased  representation  of  the  association  on  the  Severn 
M  ^^^^^  hearing  which  it  was  resolved  that 

J  ll'  ^-.Sadler,  of  Kidderminster,  be  again  nominated, 
and  that  his  name  be  forwarded  to  the  clerk  of  the 
W  oroestershire  County  Council  for  approval.  The  balance- 
sheet  and  auditors'  report  was  of  a  very  satisfactory 
nature,  and  went  to  show  that  after  all  the  expenses  had  been 
paid  for  the  half  year  the  sum  of  £100  15s.  Id.  remained 
m  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  association.  The  balance- 
sheet  and  auditors'  report  was  received  and  adopted.  The 
action  of  the  Birmingham  Association  in  expelling  a  member 
tor  the  term  of  three  jears,  for  bad  conduct,  was  approved 
ot.  A  letter  from  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  Company 
was  read,  m  which  it  was  stated  that  angling  in  the  canal 
would  be  aUowed  on  Sundays  up  till  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  but  not  later.  The  secretary  was  instructed  to 
wite  the  company  re  the  privUege  of  fishing  the  canal  at 
Walcot  and  Market  Drayton.  The  Severn  Fishery  Board 
reports,  as  given  in  by  Messrs.  Coles  and  WingBeld,  went 
to  show  that  there  was  a  great  falling  ofi  in  the  sale  of  the 
lu^^  1™°*^  licences.  It  was  also  decided  to  approach 
the  Members  of  Parliament  of  the  towns  where  branches 
ot  the  association  existed,  to  interest  themselves  in  the 
warse  hshing  interests  of  the  members.  The  matter  was 
aisoussed  at  some  length,  after  which  ihe  foUowing 
resolution  was  passed  :  "  That  in  view  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, which  will  sit  in  autumn  to  take  CTidence  re  the  , 
nsheries  of  the  country  and  their  condition,  it  is 
^pedient,  in  the  interests  of  the  association,  that 
members  of  Parliament  representing  the  various  branches 
or  the  Provmcial  Angling  Association  be  respect- 
tuily  requested  to  watch  the  interests  of  the  coarse 


fishermen  when  the  report  of  the  commission's  labours 
is  presented  before  the  House,  and  that  the  general 
secretary  communicate  to  all  angling  associations  through- 
out  the  country  who  are  interested  in  the  river  Severn  for 
their  support."  A  discussion  took  place  upon  the  time 
allowed  by  the  railway  companies  in  which  the  railway 
ticket  was  available  for,  after  which  a  resolution  was 
passed  that  the  railway  companies  be  approached  with  the 
view  of  making  the  ticket  available  to  all  stations  over 
thirty  miles  for  the  day  of  issue  and  the  four  following 
days.  Other  business  of  a  minor  importance  was 
transacted,  after  which  the  Warrington  Association  enter- 
tained the  members  of  the  committee  to  dinner.  Angling 
prospects  have  very  much  improved,  as  we  are  now  having 
some  very  good  weather,  and  the  rivers  are  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  fishing.  The  river  Sow,  at  Stafford,  has 
been  out  over  the  fields,  but  it  is  now  getting  to 
its  normal  height  again.  The  river  Penk  has  also 
been  flooded,  but  it  is  now  in  perfect  condition  for 
apgling.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  our  other 
rivers.  On  the  Severn  some  good  roach  and  chub  have 
been  taken  in  the  Shrewsbury  and  Waloot  districts.  In 
the  latter  district  fishing  has  been  stopped  by  certain 
of  the  farmers  on  Sundays.  On  the  Avon  the  bream  and 
roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  since  the  heavy 
rains  some  very  good  catches  have  been  made,  chiefly  with 
the  stewed  wheat.  Good  sport  has  also  been  had  on  some 
of  the  canals.  The  canal  at  Preston  Baggot,  between 
Kingswood  and  Hatton,  has  been  well  patronised,  and 
some  very  good  roach  have  been  taken  with  the  paste. 
The  canal  between  Wilmcote  and  Stratford-on-Avon  has 
provided  some  good  sport.  Some  very  good  bream,  roach, 
and  perch  have  been  taken  by  the  members  of  the  Hope 
Society.  The  railway  and  contest  tickets  for  Birmingham 
annual  contest  are  now  to  hand  ;  1800  contest  tickets  have 
been  printed,  and  2000  railway  tickets  have  been  received. 
Three  special  trains  will  be  run  by  the  G.W.E.  Co.,  and 
from  the  way  the  auglere  are  talking  of  the  contest,  all 
records  throughout  the  world  this  year  will  be  broken  by 
the  Birmingham  Association. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

After  exoerienciag  an  uneventful  period,  Pen  anglers 
are  now  enjoying  a  good  time.  Enough  rain  has  fallen  in 
the  district  to  keep  the  waters  in  condition  for  some  weeks 
to  come.  The  freshets  have  bestirred  the  fish  to  greater 
activity,  and  both  bream  and  roach  are  bow  offering 
unlimited  sport.  Visitors  are  very  numerous,  and 
hundreds  of  anglers  continue  to  arrive  at  Boston  by  the 
week-end  excursions.  The  majority  of  these  have 
disported  themselves  on  the  Witham  and  its  tributaries, 
all  of  which  have  yielded  heavy  bags.  The  best  bream 
fishing  is  undoubtedly  to  be  had  in  the  Dogdyke  district, 
near  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal,  at  Chapel  Hill. 
Higher  up  the  river  too,  especially  on  the  middle  reaches, 
very  satisfactory  sport  haa  been  had.  The  Forty-foot  is  a 
favourite  roaching  river,  and  numerous  anglera  are  daily 
at  work.  Several  local  rods  have  accounted  for  as  much 
as  161b.  per  day.  Creed  wheat  is  a  most  seductive  bait, 
and  many  of  the  best  roach  have  been  taken  by  its  use. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  most  remunerative  on  the  Welland, 
and  Deeping  anglers  have  captured  fish  weighing  up  to 
91b.  Generally  speaking,  the  outlook  all  round  is  very 
encouraging,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  the  sport 
remaining  good  for  some  time  to  come. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  now  in  much  better  con- 
dition for  angling  operations,  and  several  of  our  local  clubs 
have  recently  fished  their  matches  thereon  with  very  fair 
results.   The  Zoological  Anglers  fished  their  third  match 
of  the  season  in  the  vicinity  of  Newport,  Mr.  J.  Quinton 
weighing  in  21b.  lljoz.  for  first  prize ;  Mr.  E.  Breaker, 
21b.  lljoz.  for  second ;  and  Mr.  J.  Barnett,  21b.  6oz.  for 
third.    The  Brunswick  Angling  Society  also  fished  a 
match  at  Newport,  Mr.  George  Thompson  securing  the  first 
prize  with  31b.  lOoz.    The  Waltonians  also  fished  their 
third  match  at  the  same  place,  but  the  weather  on  the  day 
m  question  was  very  unfavourable,  an  incessant  rain 
setting  in.    Nevertheless,  Mr.  A.  Seddon  managed  to 
secure  21b.  2oz.  of  fish  for  first  prize ;  and  Mr.  A.  Shillito, 
lib.  12oz.  for  second  place.     During  the  present  week 
some  very  fair  catches  of  roach  and  bream  have  been 
made,  especially  in  the  Staddlethorpe  Bridge  district. 
Roach  fishing  is  now  very  good  in  the  lower  waters  of  the 
river  Hull,  at  Hull  Bridge,  Grovehill,  Wawne,  and  Cicey, 
and  at  the  latter  place  on  Monday  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  took 
some  very  good  fish  with  paste.   Mr.  J.  Jones,  of  the 
River  Hull  A.S.,  was  also  successful  with  the  same  bait, 
several  of  the  fish  going  from  ilb.  to  ^Ib.  each.  Some 
fair-sized  trout  have  also  been  met  with  during  the  week 
above  Hempholme  and  Brigham,  but  chiefly  with  bait  fish- 
ing, the  best  fish  scaling_  about  31b.    Sport  amongst  roach 
and  bream   also   continues  very  good   on   the  river 
Ancholme.  from  the  sluice  upwards.    The  Wednesday 
A.S.  fished  a  match  at  Horkstow  Bridge  for  a  valuable  lot 
of  prizes,  given  by  the  president,  Mr.  Sam  King,  and 
:3articipated  in  some  excellent  sport,  the  first  prize  winner, 
Mr.  W.  Chapman,  having  9lb.  2|oz.  to  his  credit;  Mr.  H. 
Usher,  61b.  lOJoz. ;  Mr.  W.  Hall.  61b.  6|oz.  j  Mr.  F. 
Brown,  51b.  7ioz. ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Speck,  41b.  12Joz. ; 
and  the  others  had  very  fair  catches,  the  last  prize  being 
taken  by  Mr.  T.  Marling  with  21b.  9ioz.    In  the  Brigg 
district  the  visitors  have  been  doing  remarkably  well,  both 
amongst  roach  and  bream,  some  of  the  latter  scaling 
upwards  of  31b.  each.    Some  very  good  bream  have  also 
been  taken  by  our  local  anglers  on  the  river  Derwent  at 
Wressle  and  Menthorpe  Ferry,  the  best  fish  shown  scaling 
31b.  3oz._  At  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  match,  which  took  place  at  Ferriby  Sluice, 
340  of  the  members  took  part,  representing  over  forty  of 
our  local  clubs.  The  Hull  Time^oap  was  this  year  secured 
by  the  team  representing  the  Bxcelaior  Angling  Society 


with  an  aggregate  weight  of  81b.  Joz,,  each  member  of 
the  team  being  presented  with  a  gold  medal  as  a  memento 
of  the  occasion  ;  the  Riley  Smith  cup  being  won  by  the 
Stoneferry  Angling  Society  with  an  aggregate  of 
71b.  lljoz.  ;  whilst  the  two  junior  cops  were  wen  as 
follows  :  The  Firbank  cup  and  silver  medals  by  the  Albion 
A.S.  with  an  aggregate  of  51b.  4Joz. (which  now  becomes  their 
absolute  property,  having  won  it  two  years  in  succession), 
and  the  W.  H.  Barker  cup  by  the  Alexandra  Angling 
Association's  junior  team  with  an  aggregate  of  41b.  14Joz. 
Messrs.  Reckitt  and  Son's  Employees  A.S.  fished  their  third 
match  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  at  Newport,  Messrs. 
S.  Harris,  G.  Millar,  and  A.  Crawthorn  taking  the  first 
three  prizes;  and  the  Albion  Anglers  fished  their  third 
match  on  the  river  Ancholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  Mr.  C. 
Sellers  taking  first  prize  with  31b.  IJoz.,  Messrs.  J.  Clark 
and  T.  Gosling  coming  in  second  and  third.  Some  excellent 
sport  is  now  being  had  at  Fulstow,  Thoresby,  and  Tetney 
Lockj  on  the  river  Ludd,  amongst  roach,  perch,  and  pike, 
the  river  being  in  first-class  condition. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Sale  Angling  .Society  on  Aug.  12  fished  their  match 
in  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association's  water  at 
Irlam.  Eight  prizes  were  offered,  and  all  were  awarded 
for  a  gross  weight  of  21b.  15oz.  4drs.,  to  Messrs.  T. 
Hamnett,  A.  Yarwood,  R.  Pilling,  J.  W.  Gresty, 
J.  Evans,  H.  Barsdorf,  E.  Woodhouse,  and  A.  E.  Good- 
win,  and  a  special,  for  smallest  fish,  to  S.  Bradshaw  for  a 
fish  of  ioz.  T.  Hamnett  had  the  heaviest  fish,  Soz.  Mr, 
Hamer's  match  from  Bolton  at  Astley  is  reported  as  a 
most  enjoyable  and  successful  event.  It  was  a  busy  time 
at  Warrington  last  week-end,  when  the  general  committee 
of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  met  in  that  town. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  hear  what  the  said  delegates 
think  of  the  doings  of  the  Warrington  Association.  Very 
few  piscatorial  organisations  have  the  same  "  sights." 
The  Mersey  Angling  Association  have  elected  Messrs.  T. 
Hayes,  T.  Barry,  T.  Robinson,  F.  JoUey,  E.  Bntterworth, 
and  T.  Brookes  as  their  Shield  team,  Mr.  T.  Samson  acting 
as  reserve.  They  have  arranged  for  a  match  on  Sept.  16. 
The  members  of  the  General  Wolfe  Angling  Association 
fished  a  contest  at  Hartford  on  Saturday  last,  forty-five 
competed,  and  twenty-five  caught  fish.  Result :  Messrs. 
J.  Seddon,  lOJoz. ;  G.  Hamblett,  9|oz. ;  R.  Eyes,  9icz. ; 
R.  Lambert,  9ioz. ;  J.  Holmes,  8|oz. ;  and  J.  Preston, 
6Joz.  The  Tyldesley  Anglers  are  quite  "set  up]"  with 
the  success  ot  five  of  their  entries  on  Saturday  last.  They 
only  just  missed  winning  the  shield  by  an  unfortunate  bit 
of  business,  which  kept  Mr.  G.  Wilde  from  effecting  a 
win.  This  week-end  several  important  angling  centres 
are  enjoying  their  annual  holidays  and  matches.  Bolton, 
of  course,  stands  out  as  the  most  important,  for  hardly  a 
club  in  that  town  will  be  disengaged,  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  several  towns  near  to  Bolton.  The  total  value 
of  the  prizes  offered  by  the  clubs  in  the  Bolton  Associa- 
tion must  be  very  close  on  to  four  figures.  Our  rivers 
appear  to  have  benefited  by  the  recent  deluge.  The 
Ribble,  although  considerably  unsettled,  has  afforded 
good  sport  both  with  fly  and  bait  in  the  Mytton  and 
Clitheroe  districts.  The  Lune  and  its  tributaries  have 
been  flooded  more  than  once,  and,  in  consequence  of  the 
passage  of  large  numbers  of  migratory  trout,  several  lots 
of  tackle  were  broken.  Salmon  netters  have  done  much 
better.  In  the  Wyre  heavy  waters  have  been  the  order  of 
the  day;  fly  fishing  has  been  decidedly  off.  Migratory 
trout  are  in  evidence  in  large  numbers,  and  the  big  waters 
enable  them  to  move  freely  and  in  great  quantities. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  ninth  annual  championship  of  the  Worsley  Canal 
Fishery  was  decided  on  Saturday  last,  for  once  under 
favourable  climatic  conditions.    The  entry  amounted  to 
342— just  forty-two  in  excess  of  1899.  Of  these  306  fished, 
and  270  competitors  caught  1270  fish.    Only  137  weighed- 
in.  The  winner's  gross  weight  was  221b.  7oz.  Jdr.,  and  the 
gross  weight  of  all  was  531b.  9oz.  13drs.,  and  if  a  fair 
allowance  ia  made  for  the  133  who  did  not  trouble 
the   weighers  the  total  catch  was  most  satisfactory. 
To  peg  men  down  only  7jds.  apart  is  a  severe  test  for  any 
water  and  any  angler,  however  skilful  he  may  be,  and  the 
bottom  weight  in  a  list  of  forty-two  prize  winners  of  6ioz. 
from  any  canal  is  a  good  result.    The  champion  is  Mr.  J. 
Brown,  of  Sale,  an  ardent  angler,  but  only  a  novice  at 
match  fishing.    His  success,  foUowing  so  closely  on  that  of 
Mr.  _C.  Collins,  of  Patricroft,  will  do  a  lot  of  good  in 
stirring  up  the  faint-hearted,  and  stimulating  them  to  have 
a  go  against  the  experts  of  Wigan  and  other  towns.  Mr. 
J .  MayhaU,  Warrington,  was  a  capital  referee,  and  the 
presence  on  the  bank  of  the  chairman  of  the  board  was  a 
pleasing  feature  of  the  afternoon.    A  splendid  sample  of 
perch  landed  in  this  city  on  Aug.  14  from  Windermere, 
where  several  of  our  locals  are  now  fishing.   The  Moss 
Side  Socials  have  elected  Messrs.  W.  Taylor,  J.  Hammond, 
and  W.  A.  Leigh  for  the  three  days'  contest  at  Broken  Grosj 
on  Aug.  25,  26,  27.   The  prizes  added  to  the  medal  are  very 
valuable.  Last  week-end  the  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society, 
Moston,  disposed  of  their  annual  tradesmen's  match  in  their 
own  waters,  and  awarded  the  four  prizes  as  follows  :  Messrs. 
E.  Jackson,  T.  Wardleworth,  T.  Beckett,  and  H.  Etchells. 
Their  next  contest  will  be  on  Sept.  1,  and  not  Sept.  S,  as 
stated  previously.    The  Hnlme  Ellesmere  Angling  Society 
will,  at  their  next  meeting,  arrange  all  details  for  the  next 
contest ;  a  whip  is  sent  out  to  this  effect.    Mr.  Geo. 
Wyche,  of  tH'e  Welcomb  Anglers,  has  been  having  some 
good  sport  in  the  Bridgewater  Canal,  his  catch  included  a 
king  carp  of  about  fib.    Our  clubs  were  fairly  quiet  last 
week-end,  as  they  do  not  generally  arrange  matches  on  the 
same  date  as  big  events.    Our  men  seem  to  have  some- 
what recovered  from  the  ducking  of  Bank  Hohday,  and 
are  plucking  up  for  another  try.    Several  clubs  are 
disposing  of  their  matches  this  week  and  next,  before  the 
days  get  too  short. 
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FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  in  this  district  has  been  very  good  during  the  psist 
week,  especially  on  the  Bure.  Several  catches  of  roach 
and  bream  have  been  obtained,  some  of  them  of  good 
weight.  Among  other  baskets  worth  mentioning  is  that 
of  Messrs.  Tooley  and  Kirk,  who  had  Icwt.  of  fish,  among 
others  being  a  lovely  brown  trout  of  Tilb.— a  most  unique 
capture  as  far  as  the  Bure  is  concerned.  On  the  Yare 
sport  has  been  fair,  but  nothing  very  good  has  been  done, 
the  catches  being  only  of  average  weight.  On  the  upper 
waters  some  nice  baskets  of  roach  have  been  obtained. 
Waters  are  all  in  excellent  condition,  and  good  sport  is 
anticipated  for  some  time  now. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Last  week  there  was  practically  no  angling  news  to  com- 
municate. Bank  Holiday  resulted  in  dismal  failure 
through  almost  unceasing  rain,  which  subsequently  swelled 
the  Trent  to  such  an  extent  as  to  preclude  the  possibility 
of  sport  being  attempted  before  Friday  and  Saturday.  On 
Thursday— another  wet  day— a  few  members  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society  journeyed  to  Cavendish  Bridge  and 
Shardlow,  on  the  "  off-chance  "  of  picking  up  aifieh  or  two, 
and  I  am  glad  to  note  that  a  very  fine  chub  was  secured 
by  Mr.  W.  Gregory.  It  weighed  31b.  lOoz.,  and  was 
recorded  on  the  books  of  the  society.  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  caught  a  brace  of  tench,  and  some  large  eels  were 
taken  by  the  ledgering  prccsss.  On  Friday  and  Saturday 
roach  and  bream  afforded  excellent  sport  to  the  worm  at 
Clifton,  Wilford,  and  Beeston,  and  not  a  few  roach  were 
creeled  by  bread  paste  experts  in  the  free  waters  of  the 
city.  Improved  returns  of  roach  were  to  hand  on  Monday 
mght  from  most  of  the  lower  reaches,  notably  those  of 
RoUeston  and  Staythorpe,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the 
river  was  getting  low  enough  for  barbelling.  The  weather, 
too,  seemed  of  a  more  settled  character,  and  the  improve- 
ment ought  to  influence  the  feeding  habits  of  the  fish 
named. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  waters  patronised  by  Sheffielders  have  recovered 
remarkably  well  after  the  heavy  rains,  and  excellent 
reports  are  to  hand  from  all  quarters.  The  fish  are  well 
on  the  feed,  their  condition  shows  vast  improvement,  and 
both  sport  and  prospects  are  good.  The  Trent  is  now 
fishing  very  well  indeed,  and  from  Torksey,  Laneham, 
Dunham,  and  other  popular  reaches  good  baskets  have 
been  secured.  They  have  consisted  mainly  of  roach  and 
bream,  the  former  predominating.  Maggot  has  proved 
the  killing  bait,  and  the  average  fish  has  been  from 
6oz.  to  9oz.,  with  a  fair  show  of  others  of  about  lib. 
Cowbridge  and  Mount  Pleasant  waters  bare  also  done  ex- 
ceedingly well,  and  here  again  roach  have  formed  the  bulk 
of  the  baskets,  the  bream  beiog  very  much  on  the  move 
just  now,  and  their  whereabouts  only  "  spotted  "  now  and 
then.  Creed  wheat  has  proved  very  effective,  and  the 
roach  have  run  from  9oz.  to  14oz.,  and  have  given  good 
sport.  The  Witham  is  improving  every  day,  and  for  fine 
sport  is  one  of  the  best  waters  to  patronise  just 
now.  The  water  has  settled  nicely,  though  there 
IS  a  little  top -weed,  whish,  however,  will  not 
remain  long.  Maggots  and  creed  wheat  are  doing 
good  service,  the  latter  accounting  for  the  best 
fish.  As  a  sample  of  the  sport  found  it  may  be  stated  that 
in  a  fishing  match  last  Monday,  at  Kirkstead,  fifty-two  out 
of  fifty-three  competitors  caught  fish,  many  of  the  baskets 
being  of  good  weight.  With  a  continuance  of  fine  weather 
the  Witham  will  provide  some  of  the  best  sport  in  the 
district.  Trout  anglers  have  done  but  poorly,  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  comment  that  the  Derwent  has  not  fished  at  aU 
well  this  season.  The  fishing  in  the  home  dams  is  also 
poor.  Local  anglers  are  pressing  their  claims  to  partici- 
pate in  the  fishing  in  corporation  waters,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  valuable  concessions. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Days  of  delightful  sunshine,  and  conditions  most  agree- 
able, from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  have  followed  close 
upon  the  inclement  weather  that  spoiled  the  brief  holidays ; 
and  those  who  find  it  possible  to  spend  any  length  of  time 
at  the  river-side  just  now  are  fortunate  indeed.  The 
streams,  which  have  had  a  greatly  needed  purification,  are 
now  in  very  satisfactory  condition,  and  sport  has  every- 
where improved.  Several  trout  have  recently  been  caught 
in  the  Severn  around  Shrewsbury,  including  two  nice 
specimens,  landed  by  a  youth  while  worm  fishing  below  the 
English  Bridge.  It  is  not  a  fact  to  be  regarded  with 
satisfaction  that,  of  the  small  stock  of  trout  in  the  river, 
rather  large  fish  predominate.  The  Shropshire  Association's 
funds  have  been  too  crippled  by  legal  costs  to  permit  of  re- 
stocking operations  being  continued  ;  but  now  that  their 
right  to  control  the  water  leased  to  them  has  been  settled 
beyond  further  dispnte,they  will  be  free  to  spend  their  future 
income  in  improving  the  fishing.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  association  to  turn  into  the  river,  as  soon  as  they  are 
in  a  position  to  do  so,  a  quantity  of  large  Loch  Leven  or 
other  suitable  fry,  and  there  appears  no  reason  why, 
judging  from  the  proportionate  success  attending  past 
experiment8,_  that  such  restocking  operations  should  not  be 
most  beneficial.  Those  who  would  see  the  fishing  improved 
will  regard  with  satisfaction  the  fact  that  pike  are 
apparently  not  nearly  so  numerous  as  they  were  some 
years  ago.  None  of  any  noteworthy  size  have  been  either 
bush  netted  or  captured  by  angling  for  some  time.  The  deep 
water  near  the  mouth  of  Sundorne  brook,  foijpiany  years  a 
favourite  locality  with  Shrewsbury  pike  and  perch  anglers, 
does  not  now  yield  anything  like  the  good  sport  that  was 
usually  obtained  there.  Those  who  wish  to  enjoy  really 
good  pike  fishing  in  the  coming  autumn  and  winter  will 
do  well  to  forsake  the  Severn  and  obtain  permission  to 
angle  in  one  or  other  of  the  big  pools  in  this  county.  The 
river  Tern,  which  empties  into  the  Severn  at  Atcham, 
below  Shrewsbury,  has  recently  yielded  excellent  pike 


fishing,  successful  anglers  including  an  Oakengates  visitor 
who,  among  other  fish,  landed  a  good  pike  of  161b.  It  should 
be  mentioned  that  the  Tern  is  not  open  to  the  public,  and 
for  permission  to  angle  application  should  be  made  to  the 
riparian  owners  or  their  representatives.  Chub  and  roach 
continue  to  yield  splendid  sport  in  the  Severn  at  Shrews- 
bury. Dr.  Power  has  had  some  satisfactory  creels  of  chub 
by  fly  fishing  with  a  large  Black  Palmer,  and  other  anglers 
have  been  successful  with  bottom  baits.  It  is  reported 
that  early  this  week  an  angler,  fishing  from  a  coracle 
below  the  English  Bridge  (on  the  Abbey  Foregate  side  of 
the  river),  captured  no  less  than  ninety-six  roach,  the  bait 
used  being  red  coloured  paste.  Other  successes  among 
the  coarse  fish,  though  not  so  extensive,  are  also  recorded. 
The  tributaries  are  much  the  better  for  the  recent  rains 
and  trout  anglers  should  have  satisfactory  sport  in  them 
ere  the  close  of  the  season. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  glorious  weather  again,  which  after  the  cold 
rain,  hail,  heavy  tempest,  and  furious  wind  of  the  past 
fortnight  is  doubly  welcome,  and  will  enable  the  farmers 
to  finish  haymaking  and  get  the  corn  harvested.  The 
Avon  has  fined  down,  and  is  in  splendid  condition.  The 
Severn  and  Teme  in  good  condition  for  bottom  fishing,  and 
will  be  in  order  for  fly  fishing  in  a  day  or  two,  and  sport 
should  be  good.  A  great  number  of  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  week,  and  some  heavy  catches  of  coarse  fish 
registered.  Mr.  Harris,  of  Kempaey,  had  a  heavy  catch 
of  180,  chiefly  roach,  in  the  day  ;  Messrs.  Paul  and  Draper, 
a  fine  creel  of  roach  at  Upton,  on  Severn  ;  Mr.  H.  Thoma- 
son,  thirty-three  fine  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Burden,  twenty 
heavy  roach  in  the  Avon,  on  Aug.  12;  Messrs.  Cole, 
Evans,  Tyler,  and  Jones,  a  lot  of  bream  and  roach. 
Paste  and  wheat  the  baits  used.  One  angler,  fishing 
the  canal  at  Worcester,  caught  a  monster  eel 
weighing  between  41b.  and  51b.  Eels  have  been  biting 
very  freely.  The  Jolly  Gardeners  Club  (Evesham)  had  a 
competition  in  the  Avcn,  near  Offenham,  and  a  good 
number  of  members  took  part.  The  prizes  were  good, 
and,  being  the  cup  competition,  more  than  ordinary 
interest  was  attached  to  it.  Unfortunately,  the  fish  were 
not  on  the  feed,  and  the  catches  weighed-in  were  small. 
Mr.  F .  R.  Hale  was  first,  with  about  21b.  nice  roach,  winning 
the  much-coveted  prize,  the  handsome  silver  challenge 
cup.  and  a  purse  of  gold  ;  Mr.  S.  Taylor  was  second  ;  Mr. 
N.  Whitford,  third  ;  W.  Rock,  fourth  ;  W.  Cook,  fifth  ; 
8.  Baylis,  sixth.  A  smoking  concert  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters in  the  evening,  and  the  winner  received  quite  an 
ovation,  his  health  being  drunk  with  musical  honours. 
The  Jubilee  Angling  Club  (Evesham)  had  a  competition 
on  almost  the  same  water  on  Tnetdiy  afternoon. 
The  son  was  very  bright,  and  but  few  fish  were  taken. 
Mr.  R.  Watkins  tied  with  another  for  first  place,  and 
on  tossing  off,  won  ;  the  other  prizes  not  worth  mentioning. 
Messrs.  C.  E.  HiU,  W.  Cull,  and  W.  Hill,  fishing  the  same 
river  a  little  higher  up,  at  Fladbury,  caught  a  fine  lot  of 
roach  between  them.  The  Good  Intent  (Worcester)  Club 
fished  a  contest  in  the  Severn  at  Kempsey  on  Aug.  12 
The  majority  of  the  members  were  present,  the  fish  were 
well  on  the  feed,  and  a  great  number  of  roach  were  taken, 
but,  unfortunately,  a  lot  were  just  under  the  3oz.  limit. 
J.  Siers  waa  first ;  J.  Minton,  second  ;  W.  Blissett,  third  ; 
J.  Hind,  fourth.  Competition  very  close  indeed.  By  the 
kind  mvitation  of  the  Earl  of  Coventry,  the  Worcester 
United  Working  Men's  Angling  Club  fish  their  great 
annual  competition  in  Croome  river  on  Aug.  11. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
St.  Lawrence  F.A.S.  have  just  held  their  last  match  of 
the  season  at  Newton-on-Derwent,  the  party  numbering 
thirty-four.  They  found  the  water  running  very  strongly, 
but  of  good  colour.  Light  fishing  being  very  difficult,  the 
catches  were  small.  Twenty-two  caught  fish,  the  princi- 
pal winners  being  Messrs.  W.  Hardcastle,  W.  Newby,  H. 
Daniels,  A.  Lockwood.  A.  Jonas,  W.  Dungate,  J.  Atkin, 
G.  Kay,  A.  Dawe,  J.  Keech,  and  J.  Reed.  Mr.  J.  Green 
won  the  cup  and  medal  for  the  season's  aggregate,  and  Mr. 
W.  Newby  took  the  special  for  the  heaviest  fish  with 
a  roach  weighing  14|oz.  On  the  night  of  the  9th 
inst.  a  crowded  meeting  of  residents  in  the  Bishop- 
thorpe-road  district,  York,  was  held  for  the  purpose 
of  organising  a  suitable  angling  society,  of  which  Mr. 
Benjamin  Lawton  was  elected  chairman,  and  officers  and 
rules  were  approved.  The  names  of  twenty-five  meiubers 
were  handed  in.  Mr.  John  Sumner,  elected  treasurer, 
presented  the  club  with  a  handsome  money  prize.  The 
Groves  (York)  United  A.C.  fished  their  first  match  on  the 
11th,  on  Wheldrake  Inga,  when,  owing  to  the  state  of 
the  water,  the  catches  were  small,  J.  Wilcock  being  first, 
with  lib.  8Joz.  The  members  of  the  Navigation  (York) 
A.  A.  fi»hed  their  second  match  of  the  season  at  Elvington, 
on  the  11th,  having  very  fine  weather.  The  water,  how- 
ever, was  very  high,  which  made  angling  rather  difficult. 
Good  results  were,  nevertheless,  obtained.  Mr.  John 
Hopcut  led  the  winners  with  roach  catches  weighing 
31b.  2oz. ;  second,  Mr.  Thos.  Peckett,  lib.  7oz. ;  third, 
Mr.  Wm.  Bean,  IS^oz.  The  special  prize  for  the  largest 
fish  was  won  by  Mr.  Wm.  Cook,  with  a  roach  scaling 
12Joz.  The  prize  for  the  smallest  fish  went  to  Mr.  Peekett. 
Prospects  on  all  the  rivers  improved  after  last  week-end, 
when  both  the  height  and  the  colour  of  the  waters  were 
gradually  modified  as  the  settled  weather  advanced. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Me.  W.  H.  Kempstbr  may  find  what  he  wanta  by 
applying  to  the  Hon.  Sec,  Lower  Stour  Fishery,  Canter- 
bury. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  attractions  continue  on  during 
the  holidays,  and  are  of  a  good,  all-round  character.  One 
of  the  most  successful  artistes  there  is  Mr.  George  W. 
Kenway,  wnose  mimicry  reaches  its  climax  in  the  song 
"Sing,  Sweet  Bird,"  which  evokes  great  applause.  The 
part  songs  rendered  by  the  Welsh  Glee  Quartette,  and  the 
comical  pantomimic  sketch  of  the  Almontes  are  pleasing 
features  of  an  admirable  programme. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

POACHING  FROM  THE  F.  O.  (A  WARNING  TO 
"  MONEO"). 
Deae  Sie,— In  the  Wellington  Journal  of  July  28  a 
correspondent,  writing  "Angling  Notes  and  Notions" 
above  the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Moneo,"  makes  the 
following  attack  upon  correspondents  for  other  papers  : 

"I  have  become  aware  that  these  notes  are  being 
pilched  by  a  certain  writer,  from  time  to  time,  and  by 
means  of  slight  alterations  and  additions  copy  is  being 
sent  to  a  certain  paper  and  accepted,  as  original  I 
believe.  I  am  glad  to  be  of  some  use,  for  there  are 
plenty  of  so-called  angling  correspondents  who  never 
caught  a  dozen  fish  -n  their  lives,  and  are  only  able  to 
walk  about  with  a  fly  rod  in  their  hand  and  a  hat 
covered  with  artificial  flies,  talking  about  the  immense 
fish  they  landed,  but  which  no  one,  beyond  their  own 
imagination,  ever  saw." 

Having  contributed  angling  matter  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  from  Shropshire  for  a  considerable  number  of 
years,  chiefly  with  regard  to  the  Severn,  which  I  have 
fished  for  a  still  longer  period,  and  possessing  also  some- 
thing more  than  a  casual  knowledge  of  journalism  and 
journalistic  etiquette,  will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  protest 
against  such  bad  taste  as  that  displayed  by  "  Moneo."  I 
am  absolutely  unacquainted  with  the  gentleman,  and  have 
no  feeling  other  than  a  desire  that  he  should  in  future 
abstain  from  such  attacks.  The  matter  would  have  been 
unnoticed  by  me  had  not  the  remarks  been  of  so 
objectionable  a  nature  and  been  widely  circulated  in  the 
local  newspaper  in  which  they  appeared.  "  Moneo"  has 
apparantly  yet  to  discover  that  there  is  much  to  be  learnt 
in  the  art  of  writing  with  discriminating  taste  and  literary 
merit  as  well  as  with  practical  knowledge  upon  a  subject 
so  diverse  as  angling.  It  would  have  been  better 
if,  in  making  his  vague  charge  of  plagiarism, 
he  had  indicated  more  clearly  the  paper  which 
he  states  pays  him  the  compliment  of  copying  his 
valuable  and  exclusive  information,  and  had  he  also  given 
an  extract  of  the  matter  in  question  in  proof  of  the  alleged 
offence.  There  is  a  good  old  adage  that  "  People  who  live  i 
in  glass  honees  should  not  throw  stones. "  If  "Moneo"  A 
will  have  the  kindness  to  refer  to  the  opening  and  ■ 
concluding  portions  of  "  Shropshire  Notes "  in  the  " 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  11,  1899,  which  were  not 
contributed  by  him,  and  will  afterwards  turn  to  the  last 
piragraph  of  the  angling  notes  above  his  nom  de  plume  in 
the  Wellington  Journal  of  the  following  Saturday,  he  will 
find  there  a  very  clear  case  of  plagiarism,  which  has  up 
to  now  been  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed,  and  he  may  then 
possibly  have  the  candour  to  express  regret  that  the 
original  matter  in  your  paper  had  been  pilfered  for  use  in 
his  notes,  or  as  he  is  made  to  say,  "  pilched." — Your 
correspondent,  Hafeen. 
"  MoNEo's  "  Plagiaeism. 

Shropshire  Notes  in  F.  G.,  "  Moneo  "  in  following 
Nov.  11,  1899  :  S  a  t  u  r  d  a  y's  Wellington 

"  From  the  discussion  that  Journal,  "Angling  Notes 
took  place  at  the  recent  and  Notions,"  Nov.  18, 1899 : 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  "  From  the  discussion  that 
Severn  Board  of  Con-  took  place  at  the  recent 
servators  it  would  appear  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
that  a  better  feeling  is  likely  Severn  Board  of  Con- 
to  prevail  between  the  Board  servators  it  appears  that  a 
and  the  numerous  coarse  fish  better  feeling  is  likely  to 
anglers  who  are  represented  prevail  between  the  Board 
by  Mr.  Coles,  as  the  chair-  and  the  numerous  coarse  fish 
man  of  the  Conservators  anglers  who  may  be  repre- 
intimated  his  willingness  to  sented,  as  the  chairman  of 
meet  that  gentleman  or  any  the  Conservators  intimated 
of  his  friends  in  order  to  his  willingness  to  meet  any- 
confer  as  to  what  rules  should  one  they  may  appoint  in 
be  made  for  fishing,"  &c.  order  to  confer  as  to  what 
"  Thus  the  way  has  been  rules  should  be  made  for 
paved  for  a  better  under-  fijhing.  Thus  the  way  has 
standing,  and  it  is  hoped  been  paved  for  a  better 
that  each  party  will  approach  understanding,  and  it  is 
the  matter  in  a  spirit  of  hoped  that  each  party  will 
liberality,"  &o.  "  In  Shrop-  approach  the  matter  in  a 
shire  anglers  will  do  well  to  spirit  of  liberality.  In 
support  _  the  Shropshire  Shropshire  anglers  will  do 
Association,  and  loyally  well  to  support  the  Shrop- 
subscribe  to  its  funds  by  the  shire  Association,  and  loyally 
purchase  of  annual  tickets,"  subscribe  to  its  funds  by  the 
&c.  "  It  certainly  appears  purchase  of  annual  tickets, 
as  though  things  are '  mud-  for  it  certainly  seems  as 
dling  out '  right  notwith-  though  things  are  coming 
standing  all  the  bickerings  out  right  notwithstanding 
that  have  ruled  in  the  past,  all  the  squabbles  that  have 
and  if  this  be  so  there  should  ruled  in  the  past,  and  if  this 
be  a  brighter  outlook  for  be  so,  there  should  be  a 
Severn  fishermen  from  brighter  outlook  for  Severn 
source  to  estuary."  fishermen  from  the  source  of 

the  river  to  the  estuary."  , 

[We  have  drawn  the  attention  of  the  Editor  of  the  I 
Wellington  Journal  to  the  matter,  and  feel  sare  he  will 
give  "Moneo"  some  good  advice;  in  fact,  Moneo  his 
"  moneo." — Ed.] 


August  18,  1900] 


THREE  GOOD  THINGS. 
Dear  Sir,— I  suppose  most  anglers  before  starting  on 
an  expedition  give  much  time  and  thought  to  their  tackle 
unding  almost  as  much  pleasure  in  preparation  and  antici- 
pation as  they  do  in  the  exercise  of  their  craft.  But  as 
tar  as  my  experience  goes  there  are  some  who  do  not 
trouble  much  about  the  many  accessories— outside  the 
actual  equipment  of  tackle-which  conduce  so  much  to 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  a  sportsman  on  his  rambles 
1  here  are  three  of  such  thiugs  which  I  have  myself  found 
80  good  and  useful  that  I  venture  to  bring  them  specially 
to  the  notice  of  your  readers. 

First,  although  every  week's  Fishing  Gazette  contains 
an  advertisement  of  Messrs.  Burberry's  Gabardine  gar- 
,ments,  1  have  come  across  very  few  anglers  who  have 
jrovided  themselves  with  that  most  excellent  and  handy 
waterproof  known  as  the  "  Slip-On."    It  is  exactly  what 
>y  Its  name  it  professes  to  be.    When  a  sudden  shower 
jonjes  on  the  angler  slips  on  the  caps  in  a  moment -over 
"^sfcet  and  net,  if  need  be— and  when  the  sun  breaks  out 
.jam,  instead  of  removing  a  macintosh  heavy  with  the 
absorption  of  ram  outside  and  condensed  perspiration 
within  he  sbps  off  his  cape,  dry  and  warm  within,  and 
with  the  rajn  drops  shaken  off  easily  like  beads  of  quick 
silver.     This  property  of  the  Gabardine  is  a  stronst 
recommendation  m  itself,  as  the  rain  runs  off  like  water 
ott  a  duck  8  feathers,  instead  of  soaking  into  the  coat  and 
making  it  heavy  and  damp  for  the  rest  of  the  day.    I  can 
also  strongly  recommend  a  suit,  consisting  of  Norfolk 
jacket  and  ^okerbockers,  made  of  Gabardine  of  tropical 
texture,  with  a  hning  of  woollen  tweed.    Such  a  suit— 
which  of  course,  dispenses  altogether  with  the  need  of  a 
separate  waterproof  cape-I  generally  use  when  I  start  on 
a  day  which  seems  more  likely  to  be  wet  than  fine ;  and  I 
fiave  been  out  for  hours  in  a  drenching  rain  thus  clad  with 
tar  more  comfort  than  I  should  have  had  in  a  heavy 
macintosh  soaked  outside  and  steaming  with  perspiration 
inside.    But  for  occasional  use  a  light  "  Slip-On."  in  mv 
opinion,  leaves  all  other  waterproofs  hopelessly  behind. 
1  hose  who  know  it  will,  I  think,  endorse  my  words  :  to 
^  i^y-     '^'■y         The  other  two  good 
things  are  to  be  found  m  Messrs.  Farlow's  list,  viz.,  their 
(rresham  Bag  "  and  their  "  Midge  Proof  Lotion."  The 
hrat  ot  these  is  primarily  intended  as  a  salmon  bag,  but 

't^L^^^^f  '^'T°  l''^^'"  "^y^^l^'  I  i"^'*  «8ed  it  as  a 
receptacle  for  waders,  brogues,  boots,  and  socks,  Perhans 
the  bag  may  be  better  known  than  I  am  a<vare  of, 
but  the  fact  remains  that  in  all  my  rambles  I  have 
never  come  across  it  used  as  I  use  it.  How  often 
It  happens  that  an  angler  wishes  to  steal  another 
hour  or  two  of  fishing  before  a  mid.-day  train 
to  take  him  back  to  work  and  worry.  WeU,  with  his 
v,„„J  %  P*"^^  ''P       Jiis  other  luggage,  and 

have  It  m  readiness;  he  can  fish  up  to  the  last  moment, 
and  then  pack  his  wet  waders  and  brogues  separately  in  a 
few  mmntes.  Besides,  when  time  is  of  importance  it  is  an 
immense  convenience  to  have  the  different  parts  of  one's 
outfit  easily  accessible.  Many  a  time  T  have  travelled  to 
my  fishing  quarters,  aad  with  rods  and  tackle  in  my  rod 
box  and  basket,  waders,  brogues,  and  socks  in  my 

y..JT}T'    }  ^"""^  *°  8«t  to  waterside,  and 

begin  fishing  at  once  without  unpacking  anything  froi  my 

Lm^^^*"-  '^^''^"t'y        travelling  in  Scotland, 

fom,H  ?f  '""^^  °r      t'^^  years  I  never 

'^'■^  handy  and  convenient  than  in  my  ScHch 
Prlf  ?•  f^^'?'  *x?°'  ^  the  efficacy  of  the  "  Midge 

shorp,  \.  ^'^'^y  .^'^^y  -^^y  ^hen  lunching  on  the 

teLff."  '  owed  our  comfort  to  Farlow's  handy 

bttle  bottle.  One  day  on  Loch  Lomond,  above  Rob  Roy'I 
Oaye,  we  were  pestered  with  midges,  and  I  had  left  the 
indZt^i*"^-  ?^?^t°  bathe  myfLeandneckinwhsky! 
^-WJ"  myites'  respite  in  that  way  ;  but  in  the  end 
we  had  to  cut  short  our  lunch,  and  take  tb  the  boat  TWa 
was  the  only  day  that  we  went  out  without  tL  lotion,  and 
T  Ion  y  ^°y  serious  annoyance  from  themidges 

iithout'&^^  ?°  ^"'^  « I  can  help 

without  Farlow  s  provision  against  this  greatest  of  all  dis- 

touse'lnH  t^^-  Thepreparationisnot  at  aU unpleasant 
fonnH'affio  "^^^  many  occasions  on  which  it  might  be 
th«  nlL  e^^-^Ple,  on  these  summer  evfnings 

bampwred  by  the  presence  of  gnats  and  midges.  Instead 
indlfi'" '•  °*  'P^/  better  of  theL  by  smokS 

sneid  f>,?'^^';.*°.'''^  detriment  of  health  and  digestion^ 
^th  V«rt  one  shUling  and  anoint  yourself 

with  Jjarlow's  lotion.— Yours  faithfully, 

  H.  S.  Hall 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

and  best  place  I  have  come  across  in  Ireland  is  Oaghterard. 
on  Lough  Cornb  But  I  don't  love  lough  fishing,  and  only 
™Zw  w^T  ""L'"''?^?  hungry  dogs  eating  dirty 
wt«^V^,^^M'^°b  a  deluge  of  rain  for  a  fortnight 
last  month  in  Ireland  that  river  fishing  was  out  of  the 
question,  and  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  fall  back  on 
nn„v.f  ^  °/        home.    Hence  my  week  at 

Onghterard,  where  I  put  up  at  the  Railway  Hotel-close 
to  Lough  Cornb-and  was  thoroughly  well  cared  for  at  an 
mclusive  charge  of  Gs.  per  day,  plus  Is.  per  dav  for  boat 

Snlfl°°  K*"?  ^'^I:        *°  hoat  hire,  there  is  no 

difficulty  about  gettmg  man  and  boat  at  03.  per  day 
IlnoT  '^ho^goes  a-fishing  for  the  love  of  the  sport  can 
expect  anything  cheaper  than  this,  especially  when  the 

S  ■'^t«^.''\r•u  trout,  with  big  pike  and 
perch.  Senex"  attributes  the  custom  of  having  two 
boatmen  on  some  Irish  loughs  to  indolence  or  incom- 
fhi  iT'  A  .h'"^  that,  in  unsettled  weather, 
the  second  man  is  absolutely  necessary.  On  Lough  Conn 
fh«Tofr^'f''°  y¥*  '"•'"tb  we  were  compelled  to  seek 
the  shelter  of  islands  upon  several  occasions  when  westerly 
fhi.V^o''.°n*a''P'"i'^^?'y'^,°/,.'^^bed  the  lake  into  waves 
which  no  one-man  boat  could  live  in.  I  hold  no  brief  for 
Irish  anghng  resorts,  but  I  have  had  better  sport  and  been 
more  hospitably  treated  in  Ireland  than  in  any  other 
trZ^  worid-hence  this  thusness  .'-You7s  truly' 
Bromley,  Kent.    C.  W.  Gedney. 

.r^^^^  SiB,-A9  a  fisher  of  forty  years'  standing  I  wish  to 
endorse  the  experience  of  Mr.  Gedney  and  of  sTnex '' 
fivpr^  ™  ■  T""?  l^T}  ^'''^y^  «P«°t  at  least  six  weeks 
Sr«fl'°  ^ii^'^f  ••  ^I'^^r^'.by  year  the  expenses  seem 
a  Uk«  r/H'.*°T°^'^^°'?v*^^  <^o««  not  improve  in 

u  ^  the  time  when  Lough  Erne  and 

Lough  Melvin  were  free  from  end  to  end,  except  one 
coraer  of  Lough  Melrin,  where  the  salmon  congregated! 
most  liW^f-^"^-"-^"^  }e  J^bneon,  who  wfs  always 
most  hberal  in  gmng  three  days  per  week  to  strangers 

return 'Tt  ft?*?-        ,^^^^^^1^    any  payment^  ?n 
return.   At  that  time  also  the  charge  for  boats,  &c 
at  Garrison  was  Is.  per  day  for  boat  and  Is.  each  for  two 

2r6^'''eJh"f  ^^''¥u'         The  charge  now  is 

T     f^U  the  other  charges  as  before. 

Let  that  pass.  No  one  grudges  a  man  2s.  6d.  per  day.  But 
not  a  thousand  miles  away,  on  that  same  lovely  lake 
there  are  other  boatmen  who  demand  63.  par  day  for  their 
^°<i  his  own  boat:  Sing 
but  that  t'b^^LV''^''^'  ^*  Garrison  although  for  two  men^ 

Next,  cost  of  fishing.  The  Marquis  of  Ely  makes  a 
charge  of  83.  63.  per  day.  or  I83.  per  week,  for  hi?  shore 
trout  or  salmon,  so  Mr.  Johnston  in  self  defence  does  the' 
«e^'^rt  P-^^^^tically  the  trout  fisher  has  to  pfy  tWs  I83! 
nn«n!?^>\u^^^.'f         expected  to  take  out  a  salmon 

iosts  hiiTisV  /^'f'  '?f'?'  "°^°°«'  boat 

^  t-      ^  fortnight.   If  he  is  persevering  he 
k  ?h/t  '•P^'^P''  '  hut  practically  the  above 

18  the  price  he  pays  for  his  trout  fishing,  and  it  is  not 
very  grand  even  at  that  price. 

Irishmen  will  kill  Ireland  as  a  fishing  country  if  thev 
continue  m.  the  line  they  have  now  \dopted  Thb 
moment  it  is  cheaper  and  more  remunerative  to  go  to 
"i-*'  although  a  lover  of  ould  Irefand 
^haU  take  my  bit  of  holiday  money  elsewhere.-Yours.' 

Viator. 
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•n^.^  Q      ^ISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
^,r^^t\     ^'^  ^'^^  that  I  "jumped"  to  a 

wrong  oonolusion  as  to  the  real  meaning  of  "  Senex 

fes  V  nf^"'..'^"  't*^  a  further  letter  which 

Mings  us  into  complete  agreement.   I  have  much  nleasnre 

"ost'r"for*fi*^''''  request  for  particular^as  to  wTat  ft 
Hotel    Thiiin  1  5°°°'  f^"""  Gortnorabbey 

aotei.   Theiinclusive  charge  for  board  and  lodgine  was 

Sn  7sTd''inM'^^       '^''t-'^'  ^^yfo'-  boat  "^.n!  Two 
fi  'Poinding  their  dinners  and  drink    \  varied 

^d  atou?'  I  ^"""t"  '^^'^y  being  spent  on  the  lougS 
cwtmade  bT  Jern  ni*''  T  Moy. ''here  the  inclusive 
per  dav    An/i;  ,ho*t  and  man  was  63. 

T  ifo^  ,  ^  be  It  remembered  that,  for  these  charees 
to  boat 'PW  °°  '°  ?i °f  the  Moy,  beSg 

MtablLhme?,fc  •  T''^^'''°\-^'''^?°"*b^^^  ^  branch 
you  wilf  V""^???.  bis  printed  tariff,  by  which 
£3  3s  for  bed  '  *be  total  charge  is 

ind  b^at  L  if  \  ^ff'/  per  week,  and  £2  23.  for  men 
dSoIs  on  fh-  ^°*'''»r*b  free  run  of  some  excellent  salmon 
^  Senw  >•  L"'*'  *^''y'  ^«?P'°8  a"  the  fish  you  kill.  If 
hisTn  tb*^"'*  °*  anything  better  and  cheaper  than 
?^  A7tl  °  T'^'""^  "^T^^'^  I  should  be  grateful  Z 
'im  tor  the  tip.   As  to  good  lough  fishing,  thi  cheapest 


Dear  Sir,— I  have  much  pleasure  in  accepting  the 
very  serious  responsibility"  which  Mr.  C.  W  Gednev 
attributes  to  me.  As  he  has  done  me  the  honour  of 
cnticismg  my  article,  so  I  will,  with  your  permission 
^pniir  b's  letter.  It  is  a  ckmsy  attack,  made  by  ^ 
gentleman  who  w  evWently  soured  by  a  recent  experience 
of  bad  sport  m  the  West  of  Ireland.    His  critical  methods 

UbZl",t««'"^r*'T'^"''°,  *be  paper  critid  ed  a 
liberal  use  of  marks  of  exclamat  on,  and  an  uglv  tone  of 
sarcasm.  Whatever  defects  my  article  may  fave  it  has 
this  one  merit,  that  it  was  honestly  written.  ' 

""'•^  -^^  Y,'t^,bi.s  arguments  seriatim.    I  am  he 
fZ\^         fioantly"  silent  on  the  subject  of  £  s.  d  I 
D^es  Mr  ^^''JV^'^/^^ertheappositenessof  this  adverb. 
JJoes  mr.  L.  W.  Gedney  really  think  that  I  am  "silent  " 
because  the  tour  I  sketched  is    very  costly^and  I  wish 
to  deceive  my  readers  into  an  idea  of  its  cheapness  P  On 
the  contrary,  I  beheve  that  in  no  part  of  the  United  King 
dom  can  one  so  easily  get  decent  fishing  at  moderate 
expense.    I  is  possible  that  Mr.  Gedney  has  been  fleeced 
Irish  cardnvers,  boatmen,  gillies,  &c.,  always  ask  a 
higher  price  than  they  are  willing  to  take-^nd  often  get 
iriSiThaS;:."'*''  "'"'^  "'^^^^^  wa^est 
In  a  previous  issue  Mr.  Gedney,  speaking  of  himself 
wrote  the  following  sentence  :  "  Those  who  know  mT^A 
admit  that  I  err  on  the  side  of  prodigality  in  angW 
W    f'l  ^  tWnk  the  accusation  was  probawf 

i>4ft;n  ,r7^-"^uf<'''^\''  the  two  gentlemen  who  spent 
£40  in  a  fortnight  over  the  capture  of  a  few  ilb.  trout  It 
I'^f  ^^""^  *b03e  who  err  on  the  sideof  prodTgalitv) 
to  spend  £«  ,n  a  fortnight,  but  I  would  like  to  see  the 
t  ^'bing  biU.    The  only  item  specified  is 

83.  per  diem  car  hire.  Possibly  Mr.  Gedney's  two  friends 
paid  that  sum.    I  would  undertake  to  get  my  cars  for  half 

tW  T«  •w^rP'*'.^'''T'''u«'°°'"y  experience,  I  maTnLia 
that  the  Westmeath  Lakes  are  full  of  tout,  and  fine 

£s  'at' MuKt  ""^y  profitably  spend;  few 

aays  at  Mullingar.  I  do  not  guarantee  good  sport— no 
mZ  "^^TTf  «»^'^^''tee  sport  anywhere-lbut  a  sports" 
TrumbUng.      '  "^'^^  '''thout 

wi^^th^Arfir  ^"^''t  the  Castlebar  district  is  dismissed 
rfi  ^"^r  nionosyllabic  advice,  "Don't."    I  reply 
with  still  briefer  monosyUabic  advice,  "Do."    Has  Mr^ 
i>.  W.  tredney  ever  broken  his  journey  at  Castlebar,  or 


tried  the  lakes  of  that  region  ?    I  think  not.    Still  I 
know  of  many  a  good  pike  pulled  out  of  the  waters  of  this 
district,  including  specimens  of  301b.,  281b..  and  2G),lb 
IrT  ^  w^u"y  ^^H'  .and  many  pike,  besides  magnificent 
perch.    With  my  advice  to  visit  North  Mayo  Mr  C  W 
Gedney     cordially  agrees."    I  am  encouraged  "by"  hii 
cordiality  to  pass  on  in  his  company  to  Westport  I 
suggested  according  to  my  critic,  that  Westport  affords 
angling  attractions  to  the  wandering  angler.    If  he  ^ll 
do  me  the  honour  to  read  what  I  wrote  h9%ril  find  thar" 
said  exactly  the  reverse.    Then  I  "  conveniently  "  refer 
to  the  guide-books  to  cover  my  ignorance.    Really  sir 
this  gentleman  should  take  the  trouble  to  read  what  he 
presumes  to  criticise.    The  sporting  attractions  ^f  West 
ri?etjL^°°  R'°i*"^"*''y         *be  Ple^ant  experience  of  a 
wlnd«^-;.    ^*'..l°*'""°b  "IS  they  are  not  available  to 
wandering    sportsmen,    I    distinctly    refrained  from 
mentioning  them,  and  left  the  district  ^thT  passTng 
uotZZt^^^  gmde-books  for  such  attractionsas  I  couW 
not  expatiate  upon  in  a  paper  devoted  to  angling-such 
for  example,  as  the  splendid  little  church.  Lord  SWe 
beautiful  demesne.  Castle  Affy,  Aughago^er.  and  the 
glorious  beauties  of  the  Reek.  Clew  Baf,  Clunagh  and 
Brackloon.   To.  drive  his  point  home  Mr^C.  W  Gedney 
has  wantonly  misquoted  me.  uouuey 
Next  we  pass  on  to  Leenane.     Here  I  beg  to  make 

Gedn?^^-^''?^''*'  ''''  ^5^^  y^""-  r^^-J^rs  (including  Mr 
Gedney),  in  the  one  and  only  point  where  apology  or 

Erri™  "  "^"t-  ^"^1?  I-  ^^°te  I  believed  That  \hl 
tnn^'=t«  M^'  It  generally  is,  available  this  season  for 
Hnf^f  i,^y  authority  was  Mr.  McKeown,  of  Leenane 
f^^i  ^^''^y     *be  present  season,  wrote  to  tell  me 

that  this  was  the  case.  As  I  had  no  subsequent  letS? 
thi«  ir'T^"*^  ^"^"^  y.t*  been  able  to  visit  Leenane 
IfipLJ?''  ^-  7'  unaware  that  the  river  had  since  been 
leased  to  private  persons.  Frankly  I  express  my  regret  to 
you,  sir,  for  what  I  hope  is  a  pardonable"^  erro?^  fift  Mr 
A-  u^?'^°®y,  ""^^es  too  much  of  it.  If,  in  truth  a 
reader  had  so  far  honoured  me  as  to  follow  the  route  I 
suggeeted,  I  cannot  see  that  the  closing  of  Errive  would 
either  "waste  his  substance,"  "spoil  his  hoUday  ' '  or 
convert  a  pleasant  tour  into  "  a  fool's  errand."  The 
v^aT.ttZ  ^«?tporttothe  Twelve  Pins  is  necassarily 
via  Leenane.  He  need  not  stay  one  single  hour, 
or  spend  one  single  penny.    But  I  think,  in  despite 

spof'Tr'  C  W^  r  to  stay  at  this  most  charmTng 
spot.  Mr.  O.  W.  Gedney  evidently  had  very  coor  snort 
a  Leenane.  mnciU^lachryms^.  Lan  sy7paXse^ith 
oi^^VT,'  °°ib*'eliad  very  poor  sport  at  Leenane.  But 
also  I  have  had  very  excellent  sport  there. 
•  1  ..m?  leenane  Lakes"  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney  says 
simply  They  are  not  worth  fishing,"  which,  beWinter! 
preted,  means  that  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney  caught  no  fish 
therem.  I  reply  simply:  They  are  worth  fifhing.  My 
commentator  spent  £1  17s.  fid.  per  diem  "  for  a  few 
h^e'Sores!  ^^""^  ^    ^be  sea  fishing 

n''°?Tf'^f.°*?^  '^e  come  to  what  Mr.  C.  W.  Gednev 
trouble  i  i"t°^Vv.°"''^  be  should  take  th^e 

nnf  R.11     l-^u"^  v^*.  to  Criticise.    I  suggested, 

v.-  ?  ,ily°?^binch,  but  "  The  Ballynahinch  Fishery  "  of 
^v.';.^--^-  ?""^''?y  to  forget  that  the  "  Bal- 

Iinahinch  river  is  only  one  out  of  very  many  waters.  I 
""ePft  my  advic9,  and  counsel  "a  halt  of  several 
r.T.n  ^'^'tk  ^'y  '"'"^  *be  many  waters  of  this  lovely 
region.  These  were  my  words;  Mr.  C.  W.  Gednev 
makes  out  that  I  referred  only  'to  the  river.  This  Is 
typical  of  his  critical  methods. 

,,^fW^'''"^^  remainder  of  his  commentary,  I  may 
fonri  ^  "J*?  '*'t  on  the  fishery  I  did  not  find  I 

fourteen-mile  car  drive  necessary.    Mr.  Blackadder's  it 

at  £3  a  d^  no?  "  pan  out " 

fin^f^^^''®^"'''^  to  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib,  I  am  happy  to 
find  that  once  again  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney  "  cordially  agreL  '^ 
with  me  I  congratulate  him  on  the  good  sport  whfch  he 
presumably  obtained  on  those  waters 
hnrrTrf  a^'  ^  f-"""®  }°  the  most  unkindest  cut  of  aU-a 
knowledr-'^tn\°*  T^'^  geography  and  lack  of  local 
liwAl  *  ■      i  ?°  ^  "Childish  misreading  or  de- 

liberate misquotation  of  my  paper.  He  quotis  me  as 
telling  my  readers  to  take  the  Cong  steamer  from 
Onghterard  Bay  !    What  I  did  say  was  this  •  "  Now  tak^ 

C:nTt'*h*T  ^r^-:  ^^'''''^  this  fond  crft?c  ends 
Cong  to  be  Oaghterard  Bay  I  know  not.     I  did  not 
suggest  that  Cong  was  Oughterard  (or  Oaghterard  Cong) 
because  I  happen  to  know  the  geography  of  Lough  Corrib 

Lm'Tn'^f--  I  ^  ^^y  a  personal  word?  I 

am  an  Irishman  from  the  west,  living  in  exile  near 
London.     From  early  childhood  I  have*  been  fam°kr 
mth  Mayo  and  Galway,  the  two  counties  under  discussion 
In  the  past  seventeen  years  I  have  visited  the  old  country 
t^.^  f^f-""^  V""^'  °°  sporting  intent,  and  I  may  lay  claim 
to  an  mtmiate  personal  or  "  local  "  knowledge  of  almost 
every  water  in  the  west.    To  answer  Mr.  C.  W  Gednev 
^       ""t  theorising,  but  speaking  from 
actual  personal  experience.    What  is  the  extent  of  Mr. 
*^e''°ey  8  actual  personal  experience  of  the  west  I 
It  ^-^  r^"^^  ^'^^  that  of  a  man  whose 

"  th«  ^  Jf^^^  "  ''^^"'y  on  the  experience  of 

JhlJ  weeks."    He  is  a  disappointed  and  im- 

patient  angler,  and  so  is  viciously  inclined  towards  one 
who  dares  to  recommend  the  scenes  of  his  failures  I 
would  rather  trust  myself  than  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney  as  an 
anghng  guide  to  the  West  of  Ireland.  In  conclusion,  ? 
W?ir.  LTlf^''^  ungenerous  tone  of  this  gentleman's 
etter  and  his  very  doubtful  methods  of  fault-finding  no 
less  than  against  the  general  tenour  of  his  remarks,  which 
are  misleading  and  unfair  not  only  to  me,  but  to  a  fine 
angling  country,  m    the   hearty    recommendation  of 

WHfl"    r  P'""^  ^  ^?«Pt  "a  'ery  serious  responsi- 
bility. —I  am,  BIT,  yours  faithfully, 

Glbnhkst. 
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NORWAY  SALMON  FISHING  SEASON. 

Dear  Sir,— The  gportamen  that  have  rented  salmon 
fishings  for  June  and  July  have  now  returned,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  many  reports  that  have  reached  F.  Beyer's 
Tourist  Office,  sport  on  all  western  Norway  rivers  has 
been  very  bad,  with  one  single  exception.  _  Even  the  best 
of  all  rivers,  the  L»rdal,  has  so  far  this  season  hardly 
yielded  more  than  one-third  or  thereabout  of  the  usual 
bags.  The  reason  of  this  failure,  however,  is  easily 
explained.  There  was  little  snow  on  the  mountains  to 
melt,  and  no  rain  to  speak  of  during  the  whole  of  June 
and  first  half  of  July.  Consequently  there  was  no  stream 
of  fresh  water  in  the  fjords  towards  the  sea.  The  salmon 
therefore  chiefly  kept  lingering  about  the  coast  and  outer 
parts  of  the  fjord,  and  the  few  that  sought  the  rivers 
travelled  slowly  along  the  shores  instead  of  making 
for  the  rivers  by  the  middle  of  the  fjords  as  they  do 
when  there  is  a  strong  stream  of  fresh  water  from 
the  rivers.  The  result  was  that  the  nets  on  the 
coast,  which  owing  to  the  quiet  sea  during  the  fine 
weather  of  June  and  first  half  of  July  could  be 
out  every  legal  day,  made  enormous  catches,  and 
many  of  the  comparatively  few  fish  that  entered  the  fjords 
travelling  slowly  along  the  shores  were  caught  in  the  fjord 
nets.  The  netsmen  therefore  have  had  a  splendid  season, 
as  plainly  shown  by  the  lists  of  export  of  salmon  from  this 
place  to  England,  whereas  the  sportsmen  have  perhaps  had 
the  worst  season  known  to  them  for  a  long  time.  The 
enormous  oatch  of  the  nets  show  that  large  quantities  of 
salmon  were  coming,  so  that  there  is  little  doubt  that  we 
should  have  had  a  good  angling  season  had  we  had  plenty 
of  rain  or  plenty  of  snow  to  melt,  and  a  good  fresh-water 
stream  in  the  fjords  accordingly. 

The  chief  run  of  salmon  is  now  over,  and  by  the  middle 
of  July  grilse  and  sea  trout  began  running.  As  we  have 
had  more  rain  of  late  the  prospects  at  present  are  that  the 
Auguflt  tenants  in  Western  Norway  will  have  the  usual 
sport  with  grilse  and  sea  trout,  and  perhaps  there  may  be 
a  few  salmon  still  lingering  on  the  coast  that  will  make  for 
the  rivers  during  this  wet  weather.  In  Northern  Norway, 
on  the  Namsen,  Gula,  and  Orkla,  sport  is  reported  to  have 
been  good;  and  on  the  Mandal,  down  south,  the  tenants 
have  at  least  on  some  beats  had  very  good  sport  indeed. — 
Yours  truly,  Thorvald  Beyer. 

Bergen,  Aug.  6.  1900.   

SEA  FISHING  AT  BLACKPOOL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  would  give  me  information  as  to  the  sea 
fishing  (pier  and  boat)  at  Blackpool,  names  of  reliable 
boatmen,  &c.,  as  I  hope  to  be  there  for  a  short  time 
towards  the  end  of  this  month. — Yours  very  faithfully, 

LUNESIDK. 

FISHING  AT  FLAMBORO'. 
Dear  Sir, — I  intend  paying  a  visit  to  Flamboro'  at  the 
beginning  of  next  month,  to  fish  for  the  billet  that  come 
in  there.  I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  best  tackle 
to  use  and  the  best  lures  for  big  fish.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  R.  H.  Hodgson. 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  the  inquiirof  Mr.  C.  Dejonge, 
in  your  issue  of  Aug.  11,  as  to  coarse  fishing  near  Llandaff , 
the  river  TafE,  which  is  close  at  hand,  is  full  of  roach,  and 
cheap  tickets  are  obtainable  from  Mr.  Septimus  Chambers, 
Angel-street,  Cardiff.— Yours  truly,        B.  W.  Jones. 

GRAYLING  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir,— I  should  feel  very  grateful  to  any  of  your 
readers  who  could  kindly  recommend  me  to  some  com- 
fortable, quiet  quarters  where,  about   the  middle  of 
September,  I  could  get  a  few  days'  fair  grayling  fishing. 

___  Fly  Rod. 

FISHING  NEAR  LUDLOW. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  information  as  to  fishmg  near 
Ludlow.  Is  there  any  public  water,  or  could  one  obtain 
permission  on  any  private  water  ?  An  answer  through 
the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  thankfully  received. — Yours 
truly,  ___  S.  Phillips. 

THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  GUIDE  BOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  my  complaint  of  delay 
in  furnishing  the  above,  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  I  am 
informed  that  similar  tardiness  has  been  noted  since  1892, 
and  that  the  present  secretary  was  appointed  in  May  last. 

A  competent  proof  reader  would  put  the  reprinting 
matter,  current  balance-sheets,  additions,  and  advertise- 
ments in  order  in  a  day  (say  in  April  or  May)  for  delivery 
on  June  10,  and  guidance  of  the  members. — I  am  yours 
truly.  An  Honorary  Member. 


Sir, — My  letter  in  your  issue  of  the  3rd  inst.  repre- 
sented the  inconvenience  of  some  3000  members  of  this 
association,  the  annual  delay  since  1892  having  now  become 
chronic. 

The  secretary,  in  his  reply  of  July  14,  avoids  the  point 
raised,  attacks  the  writer,  and  challenges  my  bowd  ^fides 
and  membership  of  a  club.  Being  of  a  retiring  disposition, 
I  used  a  nom  de  plume  advisedly,  having  no  desire  to 
establish  personal  kudos  in  the  matter.  The  signature  at 
foot  disposes  of  the  membership  question,  and  endorses 
my  right  to  complain. 

Respecting  the  "enigma"  of  the  Lost  Hat  and  Carpet 
Bag  Department,  propounded  in  my  letter,  the  secretary 
will  find  it  in  the  ^orks  of  Charles  Dickens,  an  author 
who  had  a  profound  contempt  for  Government  inefficiency. 

My  secretary,  Mr.  Hy.  Butt,  informs  me  that  the 
guides,  with  railway  fares,  rules,  waters  rented,  &e.,  have 
not  been  sent  to  him  yet  for  distribution  among  inquiring 


members  of  his  club.   Their  preparation  should  commence 
early  in  the  dose  time. — I  am,  sir,  yours  obediently, 
John  P.  Hodge 
(Hon.  member  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society 
since  June,  1893.    Privilege  ticket.  No. 
2132  for  the  current  season). 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  writing  anonymous 
letters,  so  must  plead  not  guilty  to  the  insinuations  made 
by  the  newly  appointed  secretary  of  the  A.A. 

It  rather  strikes  me  that  if  he  had  attended  to  his  duties 
(for  which  I  presume  he  gets  paid)  instead  of  writing  a  lot 
of  ridiculous  letters,  the  "  Guide  "  would  have  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  members  long  since. 

I  have  no  doubt  this  publication  (price  6Jd.,  post  free) 
is  a  very  excellent  one,  but  I  never  saw  one  and  do  not 
want  to,  and  probably  my  brother  members  of  the  Central 
A.  are  of  the  same  opinion. 

I  notice  that  my  worthy  and  esteemed  friend  Mr. 
Ghurney  gets  a  lump  of  mud  thrown  at  him  by  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  business  of  the  A.A.  had  got  congested. 
Probably  it  had.  If  the  secretary  thinks  fit  to  waste  his 
time  in  writing  letters  upon  subjects  he  knows  very  little 
about,  instead  of  attending  to  his  business,  I  for  one  do 
not  wonder  at  it. 

In  the  notice  for  the  meetings  of  the  A.A.  (page  123)  I 
see  there  is  a  committee  meeting  for  Monday  evening, 
Aug.  13,  at  eight  sharp,  another  at  8.30  sharp,  and  stiU 
another  at  nine  sharp.  Then  all  the  committees  are 
requested  to  be  particularly  sharp.  In  fact,  if  the  secre- 
tary intends  to  be  as  sharp  to  time  as  the  meetings  of  the 
committee  doubtless  were  on  that  evening,  why  there  is  no 
more  to  be  said  on  the  (sharp)  point,  which  will  just  suit 
—Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Elsmore 

(V-P.  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs). 

ANGLING  POETRY. 

Sib, — Your  correspondent  "  Stroke,"  in  his  haste  to  be 
— or  at  least,  to  seem — clever,  has  clearly,  in  schoolboy 
phraseology,  "  hit  a  big  miss."  The  papers  on  "  Pisca- 
torial Poetics,"  which  have  so  stirred  his  bUe,  must  have 
been  read  very  artificially  by  him,  for  the  direct  eppotite 
to  what  he  describes  has  been  laid  down  in  the  two  articles 
which  have  appeared.  The  point  made  has  been  that, 
notwithstanding  some  clever  things  by  some  of  our  poets, 
angling  and  poetry  are  in  great  measure  antagonistic. 

Then  he  has  not  only  taken  a  crooked  view  of  what  has 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  he  goes  on  to  quote 
Browning,  and  gives  an  extract  in  which  there  is  no  single 
word  or  phrase  which  can  by  any  possibility  be  twisted 
(even  by  a  member  of  the  Browning  Society)  into  an 
application  to  the  sport  of  angling.  The  description  of  a 
river  which  he  has  so  spleenfnlly  flung  at  the  heads  of 
your  readers,  clever  as  it  may  be,  has  no  relation  whatever 
to  angling  per  se,  and  even  if  we  were  to  go  the  egregious 
length  of  granting  (for  argument's  sake)  that  it  had,  he 
would  still  be  open  to  the  obvious  retort  that  to  compare 
Browning's  verse  with,  say,  that  of  Gay,  is  as  absurd  as 
to  compare  a  perfect  electric  motor  car  with  the  deacon's 
wonderful  "  one-hoss  shay,"  or  the  electric  light,  by  whose 
aid  he  may  possibly  have  penned  his  note,  with  the  tallow 
dip  which  sufficed  for  writers  in  Gay's  day. 

When  "  Stroke  "  coined  the  pretty  phrase,  "  pretentious 
and  offensive  conceits,"  he  apparently  overlooked  the  fact 
that  there  might  be  a  mote  in  his  own  eye  bigger  even  than 
the  beam  which  he  fancied  he  saw  in  someone  else's. — Yours 
faithfully,  ____  Rodwell  Hookham. 

FLIES  FOR  DACE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  my  letter  to  you  naming 
two  patterns  of  flies  which  I  found  very  killing  in  dace 
fishing,  I  should  have  mentioned  that  I  used  these  dry, 
and  that  they  should  be  unless  the  stream  that  is  being 
fished  is  a  rapid  one,  when,  of  course,  used  wet  is  prefer- 
able. I  remember  an  old  gentleman  who  evidently  dis- 
approved of  the  style  in  which  I  was  proceeding,  and 
saying  that  they  could  be  got  without  taking  so  much 
trouble.  Certainly !  but  he  had  omitted  to  take  into 
account  that  the  rapidity  of  the  part  of  the  stream  which 
I  was  fishing,  namely,  Brading  Fishery,  was  not  great, 
and  therefore  I  consider  the  style  that  I  adopted  was  the 
best  that  could  have  been.  No  doubt  he  said  this  in  good 
part,  but  I  consider  that  his  idea  was  more  to  be  adopted 
in  more  rapid  streams. — Yours  truly, 

A.  G.  E.  Fisher. 
[When  touched  with  paraffin  oil  on  wings  and  body  the 
flies  will  float  dry  on  a  rough  stream,  and  are  often  deadly 
when  so  used  for  trout  and  dace. — Ed.] 

FISH  IN  ARCTIC  LAPLAND. 
Sir,— I  read  in  "  Through  Arctic  Lapland  "  as  follows : 
The  little  chemist  at  Kittila  was  a  fisherman  at  times 
during  the  summer  months,  and,  being  somewhat  of  a 
naturalist  besides,  he  had  collected  on  paper  the  names  of 
his  possible  catch.  He  had  not  succeeded  in  finding  a 
specimen  of  each  in  the  Onnasjoki  so  far,  but  the  fish 
were  undoubtedly  in  the  country,  and  some  day  he  hoped 
to  complete  his  basket.  I  give  the  list  here  in  case  some- 
body may  find  them  interesting :  Salmo  solar,  Salmo 
eriox,  Salmo  alpinus,  Coreogonus  laveretus,  Goreogonus 
alhula,  Esox  lucius,  Osmerus  eperlanus  (north  of  68 
degrees),  Thymallus  vulgatis,  Leucuseus  grislagine, 
Perca  fluviatilis.  The  fisherman  of  KittUa  was  not  quite 
so  artistic  in  his  yarns  as  a  fisherman  I  knew  in  Lincoln- 
shire, who  never  seemed  to  catch  anything  less  than  a 
yard  in  length  or  the  size  of  a  man's  thigh.  Verily  fisher- 
men are  quaintly  alike  all  the  world  over.  There  must  be 
some  sort  of  bacteria  in  fish,  which  infect  the  catcher  and 
impel  him  to  expand  facts,  whether  he  will  or  not.    I  knew 

an  eminent  bishop  once  ,  but  perhaps  he  does  not 

count.  He  was  an  Irishman  aa  well  as  a  votary  of  the  fly 
rod.— Yours,  &c.,  Mark. 


PISCATORIBUS  SACRUM. 
Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  N.  Quirer,"  asks  me  in 
confidence  to  tell  him  a  "  brand  "  of  Scotia's  best,  which 
shall  be  amicitix  et  piscaforibus  sacrum.  He  cannot 
claim  under  the  former,  as  he  admits  that  he  is  not 
acquainted  with  me ;  and  he  cannot  be  included  among 
the  latter,  or  he  would  not  have  asked  such  a  question. 
No,  I  must  decline.  My  confidence  as  well  aa  the  brand 
might  be  abused,  and  my  "  fortunate  selection  "  might  be 
challenged.  Let  me  counsel  moderation,  and  quote  a  text 
I  once  saw  exhibited :  "  Let  the  evening's  recreation 
always  bear  the  light  of  the  morning's  reflection." 
"  N.  Quirer"  has  missed  the  point  of  the  article,  but  that 
is  another  story. — Yours  truly,  B.  B.  F. 

THE  BLACK  GNAT  AND  THE  COACHMAN  FOR 
DACE. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  you  to  know  that 
I  have  found  the  Black  Gnat  and  Coachman  two  veritable 
killers  in  fly  fishing  for  dace,  and  if  used  as  follows  :  Black 
Gnat  on  a  bright  sunny  day,  and  Coachman  on  a  dull  or 
cloudy  day  ;  and  also  for  evening  fishing  I  consider  no  one 
need  trouble  himself  further  than  these  two  patterns, 
from  June  till  end  of  September,  although  other  patterns 
may  have  their  merits.  I  have  made  a  basket  of  101b.  using 
the  latter  fly,  made  up  with  twenty-three  fish.  This  I 
did  at  Brading,  Isle  of  Wight.  I  may  also  mention  there 
were  a  few  rudd  among  the  twenty-three.  This  is  a 
truthful  statement  and  no  exaggeration. — Yours  truly, 

Liverpool.  —       A.  G.  E.  Fisher. 

SEVEN  YEARS  IN  A  COW'S  LUNG. 

"  Seven  years  ago  a  farmer  in  this  neighbourhood  hung 
his  vest  in  the  barn  yard ;  a  calf  chewed  the  pocket  in  the 
garment,  in  which  was  a  gold  watch.  One  day  recently 
the  animal,  a  staid  old  cow,  was  butchered  for  beef,  and 
the  watch  was  found  in  such  a  position  between  the_  lungs 
of  the  cow  that  the  process  of  respiration — the  closing  in 
and  filling  of  the  lungs— kept  the  stemwinder  wound  up, 
and  the  watch  had  lost  but  four  minutes  in  the  seven  years. 
Sceptics  are  shown  the  watch  in  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
the  story." — Ouelph  (Ontario]  Herald. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  culled  this  from  the  Daily 
Mail  to-day.  Don't  you  think  both  we  anglers  and  even 
the  golfers  are  very  overrated  men  ?  Trusting  you  are 
well.— I  remain,  faithfully  yours,      H.  N.  Campbell. 

[We  published  another  edition  of  this  story  some  short 

time  ago. — Ed.]    ' 

STEBL-CENTRE  RODS  IN  THUNDERSTORMS. 

Sir, — Provided  that  the  steel-centre  is  continued  from 
end  to  end  of  a  rod,  it  would,  when  the  spike  touched  the 
ground,  form  a  conductor,  and  be  a  protector  to  its  owner, 
but  hardly,  I  think,  in  the  way  described  by  your 
correspondent,  Mr.  H.  G.  Green.  The  use  of  lightning 
conductors,  so  called,  is  to  convey  earth  currents  of 
electricity  towards  dangerous  clouds  overhead,  and,  by 
gradually  mingling  negative  and  positive  electricity, 
prevent  any  sudden  flash  (dbcharged  in  bulk  from  the 
cloud)  taking  place  at  all. 

Lightning  conductors  would,  T  think,  be  better  named 
lightning  preventors. 

A  flash  of  lightning  powerful  enough  to  endanger  a 
building  would  most  probably  fuse,  or,  at  least,  badly 
buckle,  any  ordinary  lightning  conductor,  had  it  to  take  on 
the  job  of  carrying  such  a  discharge  into  the  ground. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  Valentine  Corrie. 

Itchen  River  Trout  Breeding  Establishment, 
Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants. 

P.S.— New  name  for  steel-centre  rods  :  "  The  Steel- 
centre  Lightning  Rods."   

WIRE  SEA  LINES. 
Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  the  further  remarks  of 
"  Alnbrae  "  in  last  week's  issue  on  the  subject  of  wire 
lines,  we  can  only  say  that,  judging  from  his  communications  ; 
of  July  21  and  Aug.  11,  his  opmion  is  not  an  unbiassed  ' 
one.  He  is  at  great  pains  to  point  out  faults  in  these 
lines  which  are  much  exaggerated,  and  which  are  more 
due  to  bad  handling  than  anything  else.  "  Alnbrae  "  now 
brings  in  the  subject  of  trolling,  and  speaks  of  the 
superiority  of  silk  for  this  purpose ;  now,  it  has  never 
been  claimed  for  wire  lines  that  they  are  better  suited  for' 
trolling  than  silk  or  hemp,  though  we  have  seen  lines 
made  of  phosphor  bronze  wire  which  had  been  used  by  a 
client  of  ours  fiishing  from  a  yacht  for  a  month  on  end, 
the  principal  portion  of  time  trolling  for  pollack ;  this  line 
when  returned  us  for  inspection  after  a  season's  hard 
wear  was  as  good  aa  when  turned  out  from  factory.  The 
bringing  in  of  the  subject  of  trolling  is  only  another 
palpable  proof  of  "  Alnbrae's  "  intention  to  find  fault 
at  any  cost.  We  think  that  "Alnbrae's"  opinion  would 
be  of  much  more  merit  did  he  have  the  courage  to  sign  his 
name  and  not  write  under  a  nom  de  plume.  Everyone 
who  has  so  far  written  on  this  subject  has  given  a  frank 
and  honest  opinion,  which  they  have  not  been  afraid  to 
take  the  responsibility  for,  and  we  think  much  more  store 
will  be  set  by  their  opinions  than  those  of  "Alnbrae," 
who  prefers  to  hide  his  identity.  Why  thia  undue 
modesty  ?  In  his  ("  Alnbrae's ")  communication  of 
July  21  he  starts  with,  "  Our  sea  fishing  here  has  been  in 
full  awing,  &c. ;  "  this,  however,  leaves  one  just  as  much  in 
the  dark  as  ever,  as  "  Alnbrae,"  purposely  or  otherwise, 
omits  giving  an  address  of  any  sort.  This  is  not  usual  in 
fishing  reports.  This  was  queried  in  the  issue  of  July  28, 
but  we  note  that  "Alnbrae,"  in  his  reply  of  Aug.  11, 
leaves  the  matter  severely  alone.  "  Alnbrae  "  makes  use 
of  one  remark  which  we  cordially  agree  with;  that  is, 
"  Your  readers  must  judge  for  themselves."  This  is  all  we 
ask,  we  want  nothing  more  than  "a  fair  field  and  no 
favour,"  given  which  we  are  confident  that  wire  lines  will 
greatly  add  to  their  already  good  reputation.— We  are, 
faithfully  yours,      A.  Carter  and  Co.  Ltd., 

Sole  Agenta  for  Messrs.  Ormiston'a  Wire  Lines. 
137,  St.  John's-atreet-road,  London,  E.G. 
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THUNDERSTORMS. 


The  letter  in  this  journal  which  appeared  on 
Aug.  11  interested  me  greatly.  There  was  such 
a  ring  of  stem  reality  about  it.  To  think  of  the 
death-dealing  lightning-stroke  passing  through 
the  steel-centred  rod  and  discharging  itself 
through  the  spike  attached  to  the  butt  into  the 
earth,  tearing  up  the  ground  only  a  few  inches 
from  the  boots  of  the  angler,  is  enough  to  make 
one  shudder. 

Had  Mr.  Henry  G.  Green's  friend  been  holding 
the  rod  -with  the  spike  pointed  towards  his  body, 
the  result  would  have  been  certain  death. 

I  consider  that  any  educated  man  who 
deliberately  goes  for  shelter  underneath  a  solitary 
tree  during  a  severe  thunderstorm,  knowing  how 
many  lives  are  annually  sacrificed  in  this  sense- 
less manner,  especially  amongst  the  peasantry, 
deserves  his  fate. 

In  a  less  degree,  a  man  who  flashes  during  a 
storm,  especially  with  steel-centre  or  steel-ribbed, 
or,  last  but  not  least,  all  steel  rods,  is  unwise — 
unless  he  \falue8  a  few  trout  or  other  fish  rather 
more  than  his  own  life. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  give  a  few  experiences 
of  my  own,  which  are  in  no  way  connected  with 
fishing,  but  may  nevertheless  prove  of  some 


interest,  and  I  will  be  very  grateful  if  any  reader 
can  offer  a  scientific  solution  of  some  of  the 
phenomena  recorded,  which,  I  confess,  have  re 
mained  a  puzzle  to  me  till  now.  Case  first,  then 
I  was  out  riding  in  the  Queensland  bush  (about 
1865-6),  and  leading  a  pack  horse  with  a  bulky 
load  which  rendered  it  difficult  to  go  out  of  a 
walk,  or,  at  most,  a  jog  trot.  It  was  about  two 
o'clock,  afternoon.  Now  I  had  the  while  been 
observing  the  horizon  from  the  south,  one  long 
unbroken  wall  of  blackest  cloud  with  a  very 
defined  edge  had  been  slowly  rising  up,  shutting 
out  the  otherwise  cloudless  sky.  I  was  riding 
near  to  the  edge  of  a  ridge  covered  with  timber, 
such  as  iron  bark,  blood  wood,  &c.,  but  really  on 
the  very  fringe  of  a  large  plain  dotted  over  with 
tall  gum  trees  (every  old  Australian  will  foUow 
me  in  my  description).  The  sun  was  still 
shining,  when  out  of  the  edge  of  that  inky  black 
cloud,  nearly  overhead  now,  fell  a  flash  into  the 
ridge  on  my  left  hand  with  thunder  so  near  and 
loud  as  to  cause  me  to  start  with  surprise.  Not 
so  my  horses,  which  paid  no  heed  to  it  whatever, 
being  always  in  the  open  and  never  seeing  a 
stable,  save  on  a  visit  to  a  town,  a  rare  occasion. 
I  mention  this  purposely,  as  it  has  a  future 
importance. 

In  no  time  "  the  rains  descended  and  the  floods 
came,"  and  I  was  soon  quite  as  wet  as  if  I  had 
been  in  a  river  for  a  swim  with  my  clothes  on 
At  last  I  neared  the  dray  track,  which  came  from 
the  Rawbelle  Station  and  wound  itself  away  across 
the  plain  to  Port  Curtis.  Now,  the  bullock  teams, 
with  their  two  tons  load  of  wool  each,  had  been 
often  in  a  difiiculty  to  find  a  sound  bit  on  this 
"black-soil-flat"  as  they  descended  from  the  hard 
ridge  with  their  loads,  and  in  wet  weather  had 
baen  frequently  up  to  the  axle,  so  when  I  came  to 
this  part  I  was  fully  occupied  in  directing  my 
poor  horses,  who  were  bogging  up  to  the  hocks  at 
each  step,  for  the  ground  was  now  like  a  quag- 
mire. Then  the  rim  of  my  broad-brimmed  felt 
"  wideawake  "  was  simply  washed  down  flat  over 
my  face,  and  meantime  the  thunder  and  lightning 
kept  up  a  constant  and  merry  din,  such  as  one 
seldom  sees  and  hears  save  in  the  tropics. 

Then  came  my  own  experience,  and  I  shall 
endeavour  to  avoid  exaggeration  whilst  dealing 
with  the  subject. 

Suddenly  I  received  a  blow  on  the  top  of  my 
head,  as  if  with  the  flat  and  open  hand  of  a  man, 
and  in  the  same  moment  I  was  enveloped  in  a 
blinding  white  light,  whilst  a  terrible  noise  (I 
have  heard  shells  pass  over  head  during  practice, 
and  I  once  had  two  charges  of  small  shot  fired 
close  to  me  and  over  my  head,  and  these  were 
but  as  whispers  to  the  truly  terror-inspiring 
angry  hiss  of  the  lightning  in  its  rapid  passage 
through  the  dense  rain) ;  and  to  the  horses  it 
seemed  as  if  "something"  had  passed  between 
them,  for  the  pack  horse  tore  away  madly  right- 
about-face, whilst  my  own  steed  turned  sharp 
round  to  the  left.  I  looked  round,  fully  expecting 
to  find  the  pack  horse  dead,  but,  finding  it  bolting 
for  all  it  was  worth,  I  galloped  after  and  secured 
it,  and  continued  my  journey.  Nor  am  I  ashamed 
to  add  that  then,  and  for  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards, I  seemed  quite  an  altered  man.  I  could 
barely  hold  the  reins,  such  was  the  effect  of  that 
unpleasant  experience. 

I  have  been  through  many  bad  thunderstorms 
since  then,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and  I 
think  I  may  add  tiia.t  I  seemed  in  no  way  funked 
by  my  previous  experience,  as  my  own  feeling 
was  and  is  that  I  will  never  be  so  near  a  second 
time,  and  escape !  I  have  seen  the  bark  of  a  tree 
ripped  up  -with  a  sharp  crack  like  the  sound  of  a 
stock  whip,  no  distance  from  me,  as  I  was  riding 
through  the  ridges  near  to  "  Murdering  Gully," 
where  four  flashes  fell  quite  close  to  us  in  the 
space  of  a  minute  or  less.  The  vortex  of  that 
storm,  I  suppose. 

But  I  now  come  to  case  two,  and  I  specially 
invite  the  close  attention  of  scientists  while  I 
attempt  to  describe  the  phenomenon  witnessed  by 
me  and  my  mate.  I  was  riding  slowly  along  the  dray 
track  with  a  companion,  Crinian  by  name,  and 
who  had  somehow  got  detached  from  me,  and  was 
riding,  I  should  think,  nearly  100  yards  behind  me. 

We  were  crossing  a  small  open  flat,  just  jrior 
to  ascending  the  ridges,  which  were,  say,  200  yards 
ahead  still. 

Now,  one  of  these  very  local  thunderstorms  was 
coming  up  the  valley  of  the  Kroombit  Creek, 
travelling  across  our  path  ahead,  and  we  could  see 


the  dense  rain  falling,  and  the  trees  bending  to 
the  blast,  whilst  we  ourselves  were,  as  yet,  without 
the  range  of  the  tempest.  Then  came  my  second 
experience.  Right  ahead,  and  quite  close  to  the 
dray  road,  a  tree  was  struck,  and  as  it  received  the 
lightning  stroke,  which  broke  its  twisted  trunk  in 
twain,  the  dense  rain  all  around  the  tree  was 
coloured  red,  just  as  one  has  seen  the  water 
in  a  fountain  or  waterfall  turned  to  red  during  a 
pantomime  by  the  aid  of  a  reflector  with  a  rose- 
coloured  lens,  only  in  this  case  the  light  observed 
was  defined  and  circular,  not  diffused  all  over  the 
place. 

Turning  round  in  my  saddle,  I  shouted  to 
Crinian,  "  Did  you  see  that  ?  "  and  he  answered, 
"  Yes,  I  did,  and  I  never  saw  such  a  thing  till 
now."  Yet  he  was  quite  an  experienced  Colonist. 
I  rejoiced  that  he  was  with  me  (we  were  living 
under  the  same  roof  at  the  time),  for  such  an 
unusual  occurrence  made  the  presence  of  a  wit- 
ness— to  say  the  least  of  it — desirable. 

As  it  was,  a  "  blood  wood  tree,"  and  not  at  all  a 
large  one,  that  was  struck,  my  idea  (which  I  am 
told  is  whoUy  unscientific,  as  I  believe  it  to  be 
now  myself)  was  this ;  that  the  intense  heat  of  the 
electric  spark  had  in  some  way  diffused  the  blood- 
red  colouring  matter  of  the  sap  and  gum  in  the 
form  of  spray,  and  the  vivid  electric  light,  seen 
through  that  rosy  medium,  assumed  a  blood-red 
colour  !  Anyhow,  it  seemed  to  hang  before  our 
eyes  for  a  few  seconds  of  time,  giving  us  both 
ample  time  to  view  the  strange  and  unexpected 
spectacle. 

Before  closing  this  I  may  perhaps  be  permitted 
to  relate  an  incident.  I  was  caught  in  a  very 
severe  storm  at  East  Grinstead,  in  Sussex,  and 
had  to  take  shelter  in  the  friendly  inn  from  the 
torrents  of  rain.  Feeling  sure  that  some  damage 
would  be  visible,  I  sallied  forth  afterwards,  and 
as  I  walked  down  the  High-street  I  heard  two 
men  speaking  in  awe-struck  tones,  and,  alas !  it 
was  not  a  house,  but  a  man,  who  had  been  struck 
— and  killed. 

He  was  in  a  potting  shed,  the  walls  of  which 
were  slabs  of  wood,  placed  vertically,  whilst  the 
roof  was  of  corrugated  iron. 

He  was  leaning  against  the  wooden  walls,  and 
what  seemed  to  have  taken  place  I  will  now 
describe  if  I  can. 

The  lightning  had  first  struck  a  tall  tree  some 
little  distance  off  (say  40  yards  or  50  yards). 

It  appears  then  to  have  leapt  to  the  corrugated 
iron  roof;  and  now  comes  a  very  remarkable 
instance  of  the  way  in  which  lightning  avoids  a 
non-conductor  when  a  good  conductor  is  at  hand. 

It  had  followed  the  roof  till  it  came  to  the  lower 
edge,  and  then,  finding  the  dry  wood  of  the  walls 
a  bad  conductor,  it  cut  a  hole  in  the  very  top  of  a 
wooden  slab — about  2in.  in  diameter — so  as  to  use 
the  body  of  the  man  to  convey  it  to  the  earth,  of 
course  destroying  life  in  the  process. 

The  side  of  the  neck  was  all  scorched  like  the 
"  crackling  "  of  roast  pork,  for  all  the  world,  and 
the  soles  of  the  boots  were  torn  off,  plainly 
showing  where  the  lightning  had  made  its 
entrance  and  its  exit. 

I  can  only  say  that  to  fish  with  a  pointed  rod 
at  any  time  is  a  foolish  thing  to  do  when  a  storm 
is  going  on  all  around,  but  when  it  is  of  steel  it 
seems  suicidal,  and  so  like  an  invitation  that  I  feel 
sure  insurance  companies  would  regard  it  as  a 
case  for  "  special  risk  "  rates,  and  small  blame  to 
them,  too.    Lejeu  ne  vaut  pas  la  chandelle. 

I  may  add  that  one  scientific  friend  afterwards 
told  me  he  thought  I  had  received  a  shock  by 
induction,  and  I  know  I  had  a  really  terrible 
experience,  and  wonder  still  how  man  and  horse 
got  off  without  a  scratch.  E.  M.  Tod. 


SKILL  OR  LUCK. 


A  YOUNG  friend  recently  remarked,  "|There  is  a 
vast  amount  of  luck  in  fishing."  Just  so,  but  I 
opine  not  more  than  other  sports.  Take,  for 
instance,  billiards  or  cricket.  Chance  often 
spoils  a  good  game,  yet  few  would  deny  a 
Roberts  or  a  Peall  in  his  prime  any  more  than  a 
Grace,  Ranji,  or  Abel,  who  can  generally  hold 
their  own.  So  with  Osborne,  Woodward,  or 
Watling ;  if  they  don't  always  take  first  honours 
are  never  far  out.  Of  course,  we  know  full  well 
men  are  not  always  fit.  Our  best  men,  either  at 
work  or  play,  at  times  fall  short  of  their  average 
and  allow  inferior  men  to  beat  them. 
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Tlie  following  qualifications,  as  a  rule,  are 
found  in  most  successful  men,  anglers  or  other- 
wise, viz.,  determination  to  succeed,  obsei-vation 
of  no  mean  order,  combined  with  continual 
practice  and  experience.    These  in  the  end  must 
and  always  should  counteract  luck.    An  old 
angler  recently,  out  with  a  young  beginner, 
proved  the  above  idea  to  be  true.    He  was  a 
novice  as  far  as  coarse  fishing  was  concerned,  but 
some  years  ago  had  tried  his  hand  at  fly  fishing 
for  brook  trout.    His  first  outing  for  roach  anc 
bream  was  on  a  well-known  tidal  river  on  the 
south  coast — a  very  difiicult  river  for  experts, 
leave  alone  a  novice,  the  tide  making  up  in  four 
hours  and  ebbing  eight  hours,  thus  at  certain 
parts  of  the  tide  making  float  fishing  very  hard 
work,  if  not  impossible.    This,  combined  with  a 
great  mass  of  weeds  floating  up  and  down, 
the  wind  often  bringing  them  right  into  his 
swim,  completely  bothered  him,  the  result  being 
his  first  half  dozen  outings  produced  no  fish, 
while  his  friend  the  old  angler  scored  well,  many 
of  his  fish  being  specimen  roach  and  bream. 
This  both  annoyed  and  surprised  him.    The  fact 
of  the  matter  is,  getting  but  scant  success  at  the 
start  he  soon  tired  and  failed  to  give  proper  atten- 
tion.   This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  dear  old  friend, 
now  dead  and  gone,  who  was  an  excellent  starter, 
and  an  enthusiastic  angler  if  fish  were  at  all 
incHned  to  feed,  but,  if  they  refused  to  feed  at 
the  start,  he  would  either  lie  down  to  rest  or  pack 
away  his  rod  and  go  for  a  walk.    His  name  was 
Luxon,  but,  as  he  used  to  say,  he  was  wrongly 
named,  for  he  ought  to  have  been  christened 
Lucksoff.  It  was  really  his  want  of  perseverance ; 
otherwise  he  was  a  fair  angler  as  far  as  coarse 
fish  were  concerned.    The  following  instructions 
given  to  my  young  friend  I  trust  may  be  of 
interest  to  others,  some  of  whom  may  have  never 
before  tried  their  hand  (I  was  going  to  say  luck) 
in  a  tidal  river  for  coarse  fish,  there  being  very 
few  places  in  so  strong  a  stream  where  you  can 
locate  or  keep  fish  together  for  any  length  of 
time,  no  matter  how  heavy  one  makes  up  the 
ground-bait.    The  very  best  plan  is  to  put  into 
your  swim  good-sized  pieces  of  white  paste  in 
preference  to  the  usual  bread  and  bran.  The 
white  paste  does  not  dissolve  nearly  so  quickly, 
and,  being  light  in  colour,  at  once  attracts 
attention,  thus  helping  one  in  keeping  good  fish 
about,  at  least  for  a  time.  Put  this  bait  into  your 
swim  at  top  of  the  tide  and  at  the  lowest  part  of 
the  ebb.    A  heavy  baiting,  even  if  clay  be  used 
and  mixed  with  it,  never  remaius  for  long,  the 
heavy  tide  and  swirl  of  water  quickly  shifting  it. 
In  fact,  I  have  found  baiting  a  swim  over-night 
does  far  more  harm  than  good. 

For  one's  hook  bait,  pure  white  paste  made 
from  the  crumb  of  a  loaf  one  day  old  is  a  difficult 
bait  to  beat,  as  is  also  bran  and  bread  mixed  up 
extra  stiff ;  for  a  good  summer  bait  I  never  wish  to 
look  further.  Crust,  yellow  and  red  paste  I  have 
no  care  for;  they  have  their  admirers,  and  at 
times  succeed.  The  red  paste,  being  an  imitation 
of  salmon  roe,  will  succeed  in  certaiu  rivers  to 
those  anglers  who  care  to  use  such  a  bait;  I 
for  one  do  not.  Give  me  a  sweet  bit  of  bread 
paste,  made  with  clean  hands — it  is  one  of  the  very 
best.  Creed  wheat  is  another  natural  bait.  Then, 
as  the  weather  changes  in  autumn,  if  the  river  be 
in  flood,  or  even  if  the  water  has  a  fair  amount  of 
colour  in  it,  try  worms,  brandling  or  marsh ;  but 
if  the  river  be  a  green  tint,  after  a  frost,  or 
clearing  after  a  push  of  water,  use  gentles ;  fish 
then  take  better  to  a  lively  bait. 

It  is  only  at  the  quietest  part  of  the  tide  I  use 
a  float,  viz. :  the  extreme  top  of  the  flow,  then 
again,  the  bottom  of  the  ebb,  and  not  more  than 
the  first  half  hour  of  the  flow.  At  these  times  I 
have  always  found  fish  feed  best.  Not  a  moment 
should  then  be  lost,  fish  hard  for  all  you  are 
worth.  Yet  how  frequently  one  finds  anglers  that 
ought  to  know  better,  turning  it  up,  or  shifting 
their  swim.  This  is  a  common  occurrence,  but  a 
great  mistake. 

Take  note.  High  tide  at  four,  five,  or  six 
o'clock,  fish  feed  the  best ;  then  is  the  time  to  get 
them  well  on ;  also  the  lowest  part  of  the  ebb  at 
the  same  hours  is  next  best.  Any  tide  that 
makes  after  8  a.m.  till  4  p.m.  I  consider  bad  tides 
to  get  fish  well  on.  Of  course  one  may  occasionally 
pick  up  a  few  fish,  but  I  have  no  belief  in  those 
tides. 

I  was  recently  asked  why  I  always  fished  with 
my  long  Sowerbutt's  roach  rod.    Simply  because 


to  handle  a  fish  gives  one  far  more  pleasure  with 
a  tight  line  than  it  ever  can  if  one  uses  a  running 
line.  Chub,  carp,  tench  have  been  taken  with 
such  tackle ;  then  why  not  roach  and  bream  ? 
Then,  again,  one  can  with  a  very  little  trouble  try 
several  styles,  viz.,  float  fishing,  light  ledgering, 
by  simply  shifting  your  float  up  so  as  to  let  the 
shots  lie  on  the  bottom ;  again  take  off  your  float 
and  place  a  good-sized  bullet  on  your  line ;  one 
makes  it  at  once  a  heavy  ledger,  which  suits  a  heavy 
stream.  The  most  successful  coarse  fisherman  is 
the  one  that  suits  his  weight  to  the  strength  of 
the  stream.  F.  M. 


CLOSE  OF  SCOTCH  SALMON 
NETTING  SEASON. 


To-day  (Saturday,  Aug.  25)  the  bulk  of  Scotch 
netting  stations  wiU  be  closed  down  for  the 
season.  A  few  later  places  will  remain  open  for 
a  few  weeks  longer,  but  the  Scotch  salmon  netting 
season  is  practically  over  for  the  year,  and  what 
fish  may  be  got  after  this  will  in  nowise  affect  the 
aggregate  returns  of  the  season  as  a  whole.  The 
rod  season  has  now  full  sway  till  October  ]  5,  when 
the  Tay  season  ends  ;  but  the  bulk  of  waters  will 
remain  open  till  October  31,  and  the  Tweed  tiU 
November  30.  The  incongruity  of  the  closing 
dates  for  rods  and  nets,  and  again  for  nets  on 


coast  in  the  thick  of  a  severe  frost  were  beyond 
belief.  Seldom  were  prices  so  cheap  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season.  Soon  the  flush  was  over, 
however,  and  soon  it  was  realised  that  the  fii-st 
great  "  off  go  "  was  truly  a  flash  in  the  pan.  The 
season  [dwindled,  prices  rose,  fish  got  scarce,  and 
not  till  within  the  closing  days  has  there  been  a 
real  relaxation  of  what  held  matters  tight.  Not  for 
the  past  ten  years  have  fish  been  so  scarce  on 
some  of  the  larger  fisheries,  nor  prices  so  high. 
On  the  deeper  fishings  matters  were  not  freely  so 
bad  as  on  the  shallower  fishings.  Where  water 
permitted — near  the  deeper  fly  and  dragnets — fish 
were  quite  plentiful ;  but  on  stations  characteristic 
of  the  "  stake  net  "  a  very  poor  season  indeed  has 
been  enjoyed.  For  instance,  on  the  Kincardine- 
shire coast,  where  the  fishings  are  all  from  rocks 
and  promontories,  an  average  season  has  been  in 
some  instances  en  j  oyed,  and  on  most  a  better  season 
than  on  the  standards  or  "  stake "  nets  on  the 
Aberdeenshire  coast.  The  underground  swells 
were  enough  to  damage  and  smash  up  the  plant 
on  the  shallower  beaches,  but  did  not  more 
than  break  a  rope  or  two  in  the  deeper-fished 
waters.  Hence  it  comes  that  one  station  quite 
near  by  has  made  a  record  season,  and  another 
drawn  an  entire  blank. 

The  season,  on  the  whole,  is  better  than  the 
past  two  of  1898,  1899,  but  is  still  much  below 
the  normal  average. 


t'buto  Ijy] 


Pbepaking  Dinnee. 
(See  "A  July  Holiday  at  Wroxham,"  page  15.3.) 


[J.  Temple. 


different  districts,  and  rods  on  others  respectively, 
forms  one  of  the  greatest  puzzles — Chinese  puzzles 
— the  modern  angler  or  netsman  can  try  to  solve. 
Of  course,  there  are  early  and  late  streams,  as  far 
as  trout  are  concerned,  but  they  are  determined 
with  regard  to  the  altitude  of  the  various  rivers. 
The  migrations  of  salmon  may  be  determined  on 
the  same  hypothesis,  but  in  the  meantime  they 
are  not  so.  No  scientific  means  have  as  yet  been 
taken  by  the  Government  to  ascertain  what 
regulates  the  migrations  of  salmon  and  sea  trout, 
and  consequently  any  hypothetical  regulation  as 
to  the  opening  and  closing  of  this  and  that  river 
must  be  taken  at  a  discount.  It  is  one  of  the 
principal  points  outside  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  salmon  supply  that  the  Royal  Commissioners 
on  Salmon  should  seek  to  determine. 

The  past  netting  season  on  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland  has,  if  not  a  failure,  at  least  been  far 
and  away  behind  the  last  two  seasons ;  and  they 
were  bad  indeed. 

The  season  opened  fairly  well,  and  great  hopes 
were  entertained  that  the  results  would  soon 
Drove  the  most  sanguine  anticipations  to  have 
jeen  within  the  mark,  and  the  hopes  of  the  most 
confident  to  be  fuUy  realised.  The  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  fish  got  on  the  opening  days  on  the 


What  is  true  of  the  Kincardine  and  Aberdeen- 
shire coasts  is  true  of  the  country  as  a  whole, 
and  the  following  particulars  of  one  or  more 
districts  may  be  tak^en  as  a  safe  criterion  of  the 
results  common  to  all. 

On  the  river  and  estuary  stations  of  the  Forth, 
Tay,  Dee,  Spey,  &c.,  a  very  good  opening  was 
held  after  the  ice  was  broken  on  Feb.  11,  but 
thereafter  the  supply  of  salmon  got  less  and  less, 
although  the  volume  of  the  rivers  has  not  been  so 
equal  for  the  past  six  years.  The  April  fish 
failed,  and  this  added  to  the  general  tendency  to 
a  rise  in  the  price,  which  rose  instead  of  falling 
at  the  back  of  Lent. 

A  barrel  of  fish  is  4361b.,  and  salmon  netting 
results  are  in  the  main  calculated  by  the  barrel. 
Where  the  ordinary  average  nominally  reaches 
100  barrels,  this  year  the  results  will  not  yield 
more  than  eighty  barrels,  or  a  little  more  than 
three»fourths  of  the  normal  season.  With  all 
the  t  favouring  conditions  of  good  fair  fishing 
weather,  a  good  fctxrt,  fairly  heavy  fish,  and  other 
considerations,  the  average  is  still  twenty.five 
per  C3nt.  below  that  of,the  past  decade.  There  may 
be  one  or  two  more  favoured  stations  than  others 
where  the  average  has  been  reached,  but,  taken  all 
over,  there  is  a  <&op  on  the  general  average  of  our 
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salmon  supply  of  one  in  every  four  fish  which  used 
to  be  netted  during  the  past  decade.    The  results 
L  are  in  the  main  better  than  for  the  past  two 
L   years,  but  on  the  whole  worse  than  the  average 
1  of  the  past  ten. 

t  The  summer  was,  on  the  whole,  changeable,  east 
H  winds  were  prevalent,  and  dm-ing  July  and  August 
■  there  was  a  colder  stratum  than  is  usually 
B  experienced  at  the  same  season  of  the  year,  while 
m  the  deposition  of  moisture  was  much  above  the 
^  normal  quantity.  The  brown  waters  and  the  low 
temperature  drove  the  fish  off  the  coast  instead 
of  drawing  them  on. 

The  grilse  came  away  early  enough,  and  pro- 
mised an  early  and  prolific  season ;  but  this  has 
not  been  realised,  and  now  only  six  grilse  are 
being  got  for  every  thirty  salmon,  which  is  only 
about  a  fifth  of  what  really  should  be  the  case  at 
the  close.  As  regards  quality,  nothing  better 
could  have  been  desired.  The  shape  and  colour 
of  both  salmon  and  grilse  were  in  every  respect 
far  superior  to  anything  seen  for  many  years 
back.  Heavy  fish  have  been,  as  a  rule,  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence,  the  best  weights  being 
one  of  571b.,  got  on  the  St.  Cyrus  nets  last  week ; 
another,  of  511b.,  got  on  the  Tay;  and  several 
(but  not  more  than  half  a  dozen),  between  401b. 
and  501b.,  on  the  Dee,  Deveron,  and  adjoining 
salmon  districts. 
Latterly  more   heavy  fish  have  been  seen 


so  much  mind.  In  short,  matters  are  for  them 
equalised.  The  opening  prices  ranged  from 
2s.  4d.  to  3s.  2d.  per  lb.  for  the  first  month,  and 
thereafter  seldom  fell  far  below  2s.,  the  common 
quotation  being  2s.  lOd.  This  for  the  spring, 
The  summer  prices,  which  usually  run  from  9d. 
to  Is.  for  grilse  and  salmon  respectively  to 
2d.  or  so  above  these  figures,  has  during  the 
past  summer  only  twice  been  below  Is.  and 
Is.  2d.  per  lb.,  and  the  closing  prices  last 
week  were  for  salmon  Is.  6d.  and  grilse 
Is.  7d.  per  lb. 

The  season  which  is  just  closing — in  fact,  has 
practically  closed — has  not  in  any  way  lessened  the 
anxiety  as  regards  om-  national  salmon  supply 
for,  although  slightly  and  chiefly  from  a  money 
point  of  view,  which  is  no  evidence  per  se,  it  is 
better  than  the  two  previous  seasons,  yet  it  is 
25  per  cent,  in  numbers  behind  the  normal 
average  of  the  past  ten  years,  and  adds  another 
item  to  the  load  of  growing  care  instead  of 
lessening  it. 

Most  salmon  experts  were  led  to  believe  the 
opposite  would  be  the  case  from  the  fairly  average 
good  conditions  which  have  all  through  attended 
it ;  but  with  all  these  advantages,  and  the  results 
still  diminishing  in  the  main,  the  outlook  for 
Salmo  salar  is  not  a  bright  one.  The  rodsman 
has  now  the  field  to  himself  for  the  next  two 
months.  Gr.  M. 
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Landing  a  Beeam  (Tight  Line). 
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during  the  past  fortnight  than  during  any 
other  closing  weeks  of  the  season  for  many  years 

As  regards  sea  trout,  they  are,  as  a  rule,  scarcer 
and  smaller  than  ever.  A  few  heavy  ones  have 
been  got  during  the  past  week  on  the  Dee  and 
Don  district  scaling  61b.,  8lb.,  and  101b.,  but  these 
are  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule.  To  the 
grief  of  most  fishermen  this  fine  game  quarry  is 
gradually  getting  less,  and  while  Salmo  salar 
comes  and  goes,  rises  and  falls  in  the  ascending 
Mid  descending  scale  in  point  of  numbers, 
Salmo  trutta  has  been  gradually  on  the  decline 
during  the  past  two  decades  without  even 
one  single  chord  of  hope  in  the  rise  of  any 
one  season  over  the  descending  scale  of  that  of 
the  other. 

The  prices  during  the  past  year  have  been  the 
only  satisfactory  feature  of  the  season  all  through, 
but  while  the  lessee  benefits  by  the  price,  the 
men  (workers)  as  a  whole  have  their  interests 
concentrated  on  the  barrel,  so  that  whether  it  be 
4d.  the  pound  or  2s.  4d.  it  is  all  the  same  to  them. 
But  the  lessees,  on  the  other  hand,  will  be  by  no 
means  so  hard  hit.  They  have  the  rents  and  the 
plant  to  provide,  and  accordingly  in  a  year  of 
scarcity,  but  yet  fairly  good  pnces,  they  do  not 


DRESSINGS  OF  SOME  FAVOURITE 
IRISH  SALMON  FLIES. 

[Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  says ;  "  Looking  over  some 
old  papers  the  other  day,  I  came  across  the 
enclosed  manuscript  dressings  of  some  of  the  late 
Frank  Heam's  favourite  patterns  of  standard 
Irish  salmon  flies."  We  have  published  the 
dressings  before,  but  it  is  many  years  ago,  and  it 
will  be  useful  to  give  them  again,  as  Frank  made 
them. — Ed.] 

Sweep, 

_  Tag,  silver  twist,  light  blue  silk  and  orange 
silk;  I  tail,  topping  and  Indian  crow,  but  black 
herl;  body,  dark  puce  silk,  ribbed  with  gold 
tinsel,  dark  sooty  olive  hackle  down  the  whole 
body;  throat,  teal  and  jay;  wings,  two  tippets 
standing  back  to  back ;  mallard,  bustard,  pheasant 
tail,  topping  over  all ;  horns,  blue  macaw ;  cheeks, 
blue  chatterer ;  head,  black  herl. 

The  Golden  Olive. 
Tag,  silver  twist,  orange  silk  ;  tail,  gold  topping 
and  Indian  crow,  but  black  herl ;  body,  one  third 
light  blue,  mohair,  remainder  golden  olive  seal's 
fm-,  ribbed  with  sUver  twist  or  tinsel;  golden 
olive  hackle  down  the  whole  way ;  throat,  jay ; 


wings,  tippet,  bustard,  pheasant  tail,  mallard,  and 
teal,  topping  over  all ;  horns,  blue  macaw ;  cheeks, 
chatterer ;  head,  black  herl. 

The  Fenian. 

Tag,  silver  twist,  orange  silk ;  tail,  Indian  crow 
and  topping,  but  black  herl;  body,  green  olive 
silk  ribbed  with  silver  tinsel,  golden  olive  hackle 
down  the  whole  body;  throat,  jay;  wings,  mal- 
lard, topping  over  all ;  horns,  blue  macaw  ;  cheeks, 
chatterer  ;  head,  black  herl. 

Thunder  and  Lightning. 

Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange  silk  ;  tail,  a  top- 
ping, but  black  herl ;  body,  black  silk,  ribbed 
with  gold  tinsel,  orange  hackle  down  the  whole 
body ;  throat,  jay ;  wings,  mallard,  with  a  topping 
on  the  back ;  horns,  blue  and  yellow  macaw ; 
head,  black  herl. 

Yellow  Goshawk. 

Tag,  silver  twist,  orange  and  blue  silk;  tail, 
topping  and  Indian  crow,  but  black  herl ;  body, 
lemon  silk,  silver  tinsel,  golden  olive  hackle  down 
the  whole  way ;  throat,  tippet  and  jay ;  wings, 
four  golden  pheasant  saddle  feathers,  half  dozen 
gold  toppings  over  all ;  horns,  blue  macaw ; 
cheeks,  chatterer ;  head,  black  herl. 

The  Hold  Fast. 

Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange  silk  ;  taU,  topping 
and  chatterer,  but  black  herl ;  body,  black  silk 
ribbed  with  silver  tinsel;  "  maine,"  small  bit  of 
light  blue  mohair  tied  in  at  the  back  next 
to  tail,  then  claret  mohair  standing  all  down 
the  back ;  throat,  golden  olive  hackle  and  jay ; 
wings,  tippet,  bustard,  pheasant  tail,  mallard; 
horns,  blue  macaw ;  topping  over  all ;  head,  black 
herl. 

Black  and  Claret. 

Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange  silk ;  tail,  chatterer 
and  gold  topping,  but  black  herl,  body,  black 
silk,  with  four  or  five  turns  of  silver  twist  wound 
over ;  very  dark  claret  hackle  down  the  body ; 
throat,  blue  jay  or  teal ;  wings,  mallard,  blue 
macaw ;  topping  over  all ;  head,  black  herl. 

Black  Goshawk. 

Tag,  silver  twist  and  lemon  silk  ;  tail,  topping 
and  Indian  crow,  but  black  herl ;  body,  black  silk, 
with  four  or  five  turns  of  broad  silver  tinsel 
wound  over,  with  dark  claret  hackle  down  the 
body ;  throat,  teal  or  jay ;  wings,  half  a  dozen  of 
good  coloui'ed  toppings ;  horns,  blue  macaw ; 
cheeks,  chatterer ;  head,  black  herl. 

The  Slaughter  King, 
Tag,  silver  twist  and  light  blue  silk  ;  tail,  top- 
ping and  Indian  crow,  but  black  herl ;  body,  gold 
tinsel  wound  round  close,  ribbed  with  silver 
twist;  hackles,  two,  dark  claret  and  blue,  run 
down  the  body ;  throat,  jay ;  wings,  sprigs  of  red 
and  yellow  macaw,  six  gold  toppings  over  all ; 
cheeks,  chatterer ;  horns,  blue  macaw ;  head, 
black  herl. 

The  Black  Jointer. 
Tag,  silver  twist  and  orange  silk  ;  tail,  topping ; 
body,  four  or  five  joints  of  black  silk,  and  at 
every  joint  three  or  four  roUs  of  fine  silver  twist, 
main  first  joint  near  tail,  one  streak  of  blue 
mohair  then  standing  on  the  back  and  tied  in  at 
every  joint  of  silk  claret  mohair ;  throat,  claret 
hackle  and  jay;  wings,  tippet,  golden  pheasant 
tail,  and  mallard,  topping  over  all ;  homs,  blue 
macaw ;  head,  black. 

Orange  Grouse. 

Tag,  silver  twist  and  violet  silk ;  tail,  topping 
and  Indian  crow,  but  black  herl ;  body,  orange 
silk,  ribbed  with  silver  tinsel  or  twist,  grouse 
hackle  down  three  parts  of  the  body ;  thi-oat,  jay ; 
wings,  tippet,  pheasant  tail,  bustard,  mallard, 
and  teal,  topping  over  all;  cheeks,  chatterer; 
horns,  blue  macaw  ,  head,  black  herl. 

Black  and  Orange  Jointer. 

Tag,  silver  twist ;  tail,  topping ;  body,  black  and 
orange  silk  joints  down  the  whole  way  to  the 
throat,  with  three  or  four  rolls  of  fine  silver  twist 
at  the  end  of  each  joint,  main,  blue,  yellow,  and 
claret  mohair  standing  all  down  the  back ;  throat, 
golden  olive  hackle,  and  blue  jay  or  teal ;  wings, 
tippet,  gold  pheasant  tail,  bustard,  and  mallard ; 
horns,  blue  macaw,  topping  over  all ;  head,  black 
ostrich  herl. 
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THE    RECENT   AWARDS    AT  THE 
PARIS  EXHIBITION. 


We  are  glad  to  learn  that  among  the  English 
exhibitors  at  the  great  International  Exhibition 
at  Paris  the  following  firms  have  been  awarded 
medals,  &c. : 

Messrs,  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  of  Redditch,  have 
been  awarded  the  "  Grand  Prix  "  for  reels. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick,  have  received 
the  gold  medal. 

Silver  medals  have  been  awarded  to  Messrs. 
John  Enright  and  Sons,  of  Castle  Connell,  and  to 
Messrs.  Nettleship,  of  Alnwick. 

The  Redditch  joint  exhibit  (Messrs.  "Wm. 
Bartleet  and  Sons,  Messrs.  H.  T.  Milward  and 
Sons,  Messrs.  John  James  and  Sons,  and  Messrs. 
Kirby,  Beard  and  Co.),  for  fish  hooks,  needles, 
&c.,  has  received  the  gold  medal. 


Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson, 
Limited,  the  India  Rubber  and  Waterproof 
Manufacturers,  of  37,  Queen  Victoria  -  street, 
London,  have  just  been  awarded  one  gold  and 
three  silver  medals  at  the  Paris  Exhibition. 

Messrs.  J.  C.  and  J.  Field,  Limited,  the 
well-known  candle  and  soap  manufacturers,  who 
have  been  established  on  the  same  spot  in  Upper 
Marsh,  Lambeth,  for  upwards  of  260  years,  have 
secured  the  highest  possible  award,  "  The  Grand 
Prix,"  at  the  Paris  Exhibition,  for  their  display 
of  candles,  soap,  and  toilet  specialities. 


MAINLY  ABOUT  SHARKS. 


By  "  Krtptos." 
Four  of  us  were  lounging  about  the  smoking- 
room  of  the  Doris,  a  smart  little  sailing  yacht 
owned  by  Ephraim  T.  Amber,  of  Chicago,  and 
Tampico  Ranche,  Georgia.  Our  host  himself 
stood  by  the  open  port,  and  talked  with  a 
curiously  monotonous  drawl  at  it  and  to  us.  He 
very  rarely  sat  down,  being  "  created  to  stand," 
as  he  expressed  it,  and  when  he  took  a  seat  he 
presented  such  an  angular  heap  that  he  forced 
discomfort  upon  everyone  who  saw  him,  to  say 
nothing  of  experiencing  it  himself.  Therefore 
Ephraim  stood  against  the  port,  and  watched  the 
blue  smoke  from  his  Havanna  eddy  towards  the 
opening,  and  vanish  with  a  flash  as  it  was  drawn 
out. 

We  four  were  too  lazy  to  talk,  too  lazy  to  do 
anything  but  lounge.  We  had  roasted  on  deck 
and  roasted  in  the  smoking-room  alternately,  and 
as  we  grilled  we  listened  to  Ephraim's  comments 
on  everything  he  remembered.  We  were  not 
interested,  and  he  did  not  expect  it  of  us.  He 
talked  because  he  could  not  help  it ;  we  listened 
because  we  had  to  do  so. 

Just  now  he  was  on  Sport. 

"  Guess  there's  nothing  like  it  for  young  men, 
but  when  a  man's  past  his  prime  he'd  better  go 
around  and  do  chores,  cut  wood,  and  such  like, 
for  it's  just  as  good  rheumatism  collected  that 
way,  and  far  cheaper  ! 

"Myself  I  never  could  fancy  crawling  over  a 
hill  on  my  stomach  if  I  could  stretch  my  legs,  but, 
when  you  see  old  hump-backed  bisons  of  sixty 
crawling  around  with  a  gun,  it's  danjed  near 
sheer  foolery.  There  was  old  Silas  Harris,  who 
was  too  crippled  to  use  a  scythe,  but  who'd  think 
nothing  of  toting  up  a  seven-mile  walk  if  there 
was  wild  turkey  at  the  end  of  it.  Long  as  the 
excitement  lasted  he'd  burrow,  crawl,  climb,  fly 
almost ;  but,  directly  the  day  was  over,  over  went 
Silas  Harris,  and  his  boy  Luke  would  have  to 
carry  him  pick-a-back  every  step  of  the  way  home. 
Once  like  that  they  missed  the  track,  and  flop 
went  young  Luke  into  a  swamp.  '  Father,' 
says  the  boy,  '  we've  raised  a  whole  heap  o' 
turkey ! ' 

"  •  Where  ? '  asks  old  Silas. 

" '  Straight  behind  they've  gone  ! '  says  the  boy, 
and  the  old  fellow  grabs  his  gun,  picks  himself 
up,  and  toddles  out  to  find  the  turkey. 

"  If  Luke  hadn't  roused  him  they'd  both  have 
been  smothered. 

"  Silas's  other  boy,  John,  was  great  at  fishing.  He 
hooked  a  shark  in  the  bay,  and  calculated  he'd  get 
it  into  the  boat.  He  stayed  out  all  that  night, 
and  most  of  the  next  day ;  then  the  shark  came 
into  the  boat  of  its  own  accord,  and  John  went 


out.  He  was  annoyed  some.  The  exposure  ruined 
his  constitution,  and  he  went  north  and  died  of 
consumption  in  New  York.  I  went  to  see  the  old 
man  six  months  after.  '  Had  I  heard  about  his 
son  John  ? ' 

"  '  Yes,  I  was  sorry  for  his  loss  ! ' 
"  '  He  didn't  lose  it ! '  yelled  the  old  fellow, 
raising  himself  in  his  padded  chair.    '  He  got  it 
into  the  boat  after  a  week  or  so  ! ' 

" '  Oh,'  said  I,  thoughtfully ;  '  I'm  glad  to  hear 
it.' 

"  Next  time  I  went  old  Silas  was  between  the 
sheets — hadn't  moved  for  a  month. 
" '  Heard  about  my  son  John  ? ' 
" '  Yes.   Reckon  you're  considerable  proud  P  ' 
" '  Proud !    He  got  that  fish  in  the  bay,  an' 
hung  onto  it  right  up  the  coast — weeks  an'  weeks 
— past  Long  Island,  into  New  York,  where  they 
both  died  of  consumption.' 

" '  Ah  !  I  guess  they  provisioned  ofE  one  another 
on  the  way  ?  ' 
" '  That's  jest  so  ! '  said  old  Silas  proudly. 
"  When  next  I  saw  old  Silas,  gentlemen,  he  was 
sinking  fast,  and  wasn't  exactly  clear-headed. 
Said  he :  '  I'm  a'gwine  on  a  long  journey — with  a 
— with  a  shark !  I'm  a'gwine  ter  New  York  ter 
find  my  son  John;  an' — an' — turkey.'  The  old 
fellow  raised  himself  as  he  muttered,  and  reached 
out  his  hand  for  his  old  gun.  Then,  gentlemen, 
he  went." 

Our  host  paused  in  his  recollections  and  applied 
himseK  to  his  cigar  vigorously,  thoughtfully 
stroking  his  long  jaws.    Presently  he  continued. 

"Talking  of  sharks  reminds  me  of  the 
Hokers.  They  ran  Tampico  before  I  took  it 
on.  The  Savannah  river  almost  cleans  the  door- 
step, and  between  there  and  Dorien  they  ran  a 
small  schooner,  for  they  dabbled  in  most  all 
things.  Old  Hoker  could  bring  out  some  tall 
yarns  about  the  blockade-running  days.  He 
stuttered  very  badly  unless  he  was  powerful 
drunk;  at  least,  so  they  told  me.  During 
the  month  I  stayed  with  them  he  only  stut- 
tered once,  and  that,  I  recollect,  was  whilst 
one  night  he  was  talking  in  his  sleep.  The 
sons  took  me  down  to  listen.  Their  handy 
nigger  was  nicknamed  Truthful  Jim.  I  had  a 
kind  of  doubt  about  its  owner  when  he  mentioned 
that  he  didn't  much  care  for  melons.  Boss 
Hoker  was  powerful  attached  to  him,  especially 
on  the  road  from  Savannah  of  nights.  He 
almost  became  a  part  of  him,  and  if  anyone 
got  in  the  way  he'd  tack  up  and  down  and 
swear  without  a  single  knot  in  his  tongue  for 
hours  at  a  stretch,  pulling  the  nigger  groaning 
with  him. 

"I  soon  found  Jim's  nickname  was  kind  of 
sarcastic.  He  couldn't  keep  his  hands  from 
picking  an'  stealing  nor  his  tongue  from  lying 
for  ten  minutes  together. 

'•  On  the  last  trip  home  in  the  schooner  Maker's 
Pride  we  younkers  fancied  a  swim,  an'  so  we  took 
the  rowboat,  raised  a  saU,  and  with  Truthful 
Jim  steering  we  made  for  the  reef.  There  we  ran 
the  old  tub  over  the  beach  and  into  a  quiet  lagoon 
the  other  side,  where  we  soon  stripped  and 
tumbled  in. 

" '  Hi,  massa,  dere  shark ! '  yelled  Jim. 

"  I  saw  nothing,  but  the  Hokers  were  racing  in, 
so  I  put  on  speed  and  we  soon  hauled  ourselves 
up. 

" '  Where,  Jimmy  ? '  asked  Eli  Hoker. 

"  '  Um  gone — bust ! '  declared  Jim,  blandly. 

"I  was  for  going  in  again,  but  the  boys 
argued  '  no,'  and  so  we  dried  like  tinder  on  the 
boat. 

"Presently  Eli  Hoker  jumps  up.  'There's 
another ! '  he  yelled.  '  Jimmy,  you've  accidental 
like  spoke  true.    We'll  catch  that  chap.' 

"  I  saw  nothing. 

"  The  two  Hokers  consulted  apart  as  to  how  to 
set  to  work,  and  presently  Eli  shouts  '  Jim ! ' 

"  '  Yah,'  answered  that  gentleman. 

" '  Come  here  an'  make  a  slip  noose  on  that  yer 
rope.' 

"  And  Jim  did  it. 

" '  That  ain't  real  strong  ? '  objected  the  younger 
Hoker. 

"  Jest  you  try  um,  massa  ! '  replied  Jim. 

"  So  they  slipped  the  noose  around  Truthful 
Jimmy,  and  before  he  had  time  to  cuss  they'd 
rolled  him  over  and  trussed  him  like  a  chicken. 

"  '  Jimmy,'  says  Eli,  confidential,  '  you're  a-goin' 
ter  catch  shark ! '        .  , 

"  Then  the  younger  Hoker  fixed  the  grapnel 


by  a  short  line  on  to  his  ankles,  hitched  a 
running  line  on  to  his  shoulders,  and  together 
they  carried  him  to  the  stem  where  I  was  sitting 
astounded. 

" '  Clear,  Mr.  Ephraim  Amber,  if  you  want  to  see 
sport ! ' 

"  Truthful  Jimmy  howled,  prayed,  and  swore. 
" '  Massa  Eli,  doan'ee  go  fur  ter  hurt  a  po' 
nigger,  doan'ee  do  et ! ' 

"  '  Et'll  soon  be  over,  Jimmy,'  says  Eli ;  '  don't 
take  on  about  it ! ' 

" '  Massa  Amber,  doan'ee  let  'em  do  et !  Massa 
Eli,  there  ain't  no  shark.  I  tell  debbel  big  lie ;  I 
not  see  no  shark.' 

"  '  I  did,  Jimmy ! '  answered  Eli ;  '  reg'lar  big 
'un ! ' 

" '  Oh,  massa,  doan'ee  do  et ;  I'll  drown.' 
" '  No  you  won't ;  we'el  have  you  on  board  again 
in  five  minutes — inside  the  shark  ! ' 

"  '  Oh,  massa,  wait  one  leetle  moment ;  the  eggs 
is  all  in  de  back  wood  stack ! ' 

"  '  No  wonder  the  plaguey  fowls  gave  no  lay ! ' 
cried  the  younger  Hoker. 

"  '  What'll  massa  do  widout  po'  ole  Jimmy  P  ' 
groaned  Jimmy. 

" '  Waltz  home  alone,'  suggested  Eli,  cheerful 
as  a  hopper. 

" '  One  leetle  momen' ;  Deacon's  pup  is  in  de 
big  corn  bin  !  I  not  go  fur  ter  steal  'im  ;  'e  come 
permiscus,  an'  I  foun'  'im  ! ' 

"'Splash!  went  Truthful  Jimmy,  and  the 
younger  Hoker  ran  up  the  sail  as  the  nigger 
drifted  astern. 

"  I  could  see  by  his  agonised  face  (which  was 
real  squirmy)  that  he  was  still  howling  his 
entreaties,  and  I  turned  to  Eli,  who  was  paying 
out  the  line. 

"  '  Any  sharks,  Eli  P  '  says  I. 
"  '  Devil  a  one  ! '  laughed  he. 
"  Now  I  regular  enjoyed  the  fun,  but  they  were 
rough  cubs,  and  at  first  I  had  felt  real  anxious  for  ~ 
the  nigger. 

"  The  breeze  was  smart,  and  we  ran  across  the 
lagoon  in  style. 

" '  Let  her  rip  ! '  cried  Eli  delightedly,  '  an'  see 
if  you  can't  hook  him  in  the  shaUows.' 

"The  little  boat  fairly  flew,  and  in  the  wake 
came  old  Jim,  howling  and  splashing,  hurling  cuss 
words  wholesale,  and  generally  making  himself  a 
lively  bait. 

"'Yaw!  Massa!  Pouf !  Yaw  Ow!  Help!'  and 
the  younger  Hoker  ran  on  to  the  shallows. 

"  I  heard  a  horrible  shriek,  and  saw  Eli's  line  fly 
up  and  out  as  it  snapped,  whilst  in  a  swirl  of 
water  Truthful  Jimmy  went  down. 

"  Round  came  the  little  boat,  and  overboard 
went  the  two  brothers  like  seals.  I  thought  for 
the  moment  that  the  unexpected  had  happened, 
and  pulled  down  the  lug  like  a  fury,  threw  an  oar 
overboard,  and  yelled,  but  the  next  moment 
undeceived  me,  for  the  Hokers  appeared  under 
the  bows  with  the  nigger,  tied  up  as  he  was, 
between  them. 
" '  Haul ! ' 

"We  three  laughed  our  sides  loose,  as  with 
great  splutterings  the- nigger  felt  for  his  legs. 
" '  Thank  de  stars,  um  stiU  dwe  ! '  he  sighed. 
" '  We'el  have  another  try  if  ye  like,  Jimmy ! ' 
said  Eli. 

" '  Debbel !  No ! '  shrieked  Jimmy,  wriggling 
like  an  eel. 

"  '  He  just  missed  you,  Jimmy! ' 
"  '  No  massa,  'um  got  Jimmy,  'um  spit  'um  out, 
debbel  shark  no  like  Jimmy,  s'pose  you  try  ?"' 

"  We  didn't  press  the  matter,  but  after  the 
fellow  was  dry  he  couldn't  keep  in  his  love  for  the 
wonderful. 

" '  Massa  !  'um  fine  pearl  oyster  down  dere ! ' 
"'Eh!' 

'"'Um  fine  pearl  oyster  Jimmy  see  down 
dere ! ' 

" '  Over  you  go,  then,  quick  ! '  yelled  Eli. 
" '  Yah,  no !  Expec'  dem  only  dam  clam ! ' 
"  For  the  rest  of  the  sail  home  we  couldn't  get 
Jimmy  out  of  the  bows,  and  we  found  at  Savannah 
river  that  the  plaguey  crittur  had  managed  to 
throw  every  hank  of  rope  and  the  grapnel  over- 
board. 

"  When  I  bought  the  Hokers  out  they  mostly 
all  retired,  especially  Boss  Hoker,  he  retired  to 
the  cemetery.  The  jury  brought  in  'Died  of 
mixed  liquor.' 

"  Eli,  the  elder  brother,  took  to  the  Newfound- 
land trade,  and  their  boat  being  run  down  by  a 
liner,  he  got  hauled  on  board  and  shipped  to 
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Liverpool.  They  put  up  a  handsome  tomb  for 
him  down  Savannah,  thinking  him  dead : 

"'Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Eli  Hoker,  who 
perished  with  a  cargo  of  cod,  November,  1880. 
"  '  His  body  went  down  in  the  deeps, 
Tho'  how  no  man  om  eay  ; 
Let's  hops  his  spirit  left  the  corpse, 
And  chose  the  other  way.' 
'It's  still  there;  he  never  troubled  about  it 
when  he  came  back." 

***** 
Our  host  threw  his  cigar  stump  out  of  the  port, 
I  and  walked  across  to  the  companion,  ' 
"  Eli ! "  he  cried. 
"  Aye,  sir ! " 

"Tell  'Truthful  Jimmy'  to  bring  in  the  iced 
seltzer  and  the  whiskey  !  " 
"  Aye,  sir !  " 

A  JULY  HOLIDAY  AT  WROXHAM. 

"  Where  shall  I  spend  my  holidays  ?  "  "  On 
the  Broads,  dad,"  answered  my  two  young 
hopefuls — as  enthusiastic  fishermen  who  ever 
wetted  a  line.  It  was  soon  settled.  Wroxham 
for  the  fifth  year  in  succession.  The  first  time 
"we"  (my  two  sons,  Horace  and  Percy)  tried 
Wroxham,  we  put  up  at  the  Horse  Shoes  Hotel. 
Very  comfortable  and  reasonable.  But,  in  order 
to  get  to  the  broad,  or  that  part  of  the  river  best 
worth  fishing,  it  meant  time  and  a  long  row. 
Early  and  late  are  the  times  for  sport,  and 
staying  at  an  hotel  prevents  this. 

The  second  visit  was  carried  out  "under 
canvas  "  A  large  tent  was  sent  down,  hampers 
of  food,  and  all  the  necessaries  for  cooking ;  and 
on  Broad  Farm,  by  permission  of  Mr.  Mayor 
we  held  high  festival.  But  it  had  its  drawbacks' 
It  sometimes  rains  at  Wroxham— also  thunders 
and  lightens.  Then  it  is  one  wishes  for  a 
comfortable  bed,  and  a  good  sound  roof  over  one's 
head.  One  advantage  of  the  tent  close  to  the  spot 
selected  for  fishing  is  that  we  could  turn  out  at 
three  or  four  in  the  morning,  rest  during  the 
heat  of  the  day,  and  get  to  work  in  the  evening. 
On  this  fifth  visit  to  Wroxham  we  secured  the 
eel  hut,  which  is  moored  in  a  dyke  or  cutting  iust 
close  to  the  river's  edge.  The  Bure  contains 
plenty  of  fish,  bream  being  the  most  numerous. 
Our  family  tent  was  erected  in  close  proximity  to 
the  hut.  Two  boats  were  requisitioned,  and  there 
tor  fourteen  days  '=the  boys"  fished  to  their 
heart's  content.  Eggs,  milk,  butter,  bread,  and 
other  little  luxuries  were  obtained  from  the  farm  ■ 
hampers  of  more  solid  food  sent  from  home. 

Two  cabs  (four-wheelers)  laden  with  rods,  tackle 
boxes,  bags,  baskets,  hampers,  trunks,  tent,  &c 
conveyed  us  to  Liverpool-street  on  July  14.  The 
company's  servants  stowed  them  away  in  the 
luggage  vans  labelled  "  Wroxham."  Then  the 
fun  commenced.  Two  boats  were  in  attendance 
at  the  bridge,  and  the  "lumber"  put  on  board. 
Then  a  row  of  about  two  miles  to  the  spot 
indicated  in  the  illustrations.  Previous  ex- 
perience taught  us  to  take  plenty  of  tackle  of  every 
description.  Roach  poles  (five  in  number,  by 
Sowerbutts,  Gillett,  Hemens,  Gold  and  Williams)  • 
a  "combination  "  rod  by  Ogden  Smith— one  of 
the  most  compact  and  useful  rods  ever  handled  • 
Carters  light  punt  rod;  J.  R.  Richardson's 
ditto;  J.  Richardson's  "Norfolk"  rod— long 
light,  and  effective ;  three  landing  nets ;  a  sack  of 
bran ;  about  half  a  hundred  weight  of  stale  bread  • 
worms  of  all  sorts  and  sizes  from  Pickersgill' 
Holmes,  Hardy,  Miller,  and  others ;  wheat  from 
Berthier  and  Abrahams;  gentles  from  every- 
one who  advertises  in  the  Gazette,  including 
some  splendid  "red  maggots "  from  Holding, 
ot  Barnsley.  I  may  say  here  that  these 
red  uns  were  very  deadly,  although 
very  lively;  King's  natural  bait  was  not 
torgotten,  nor  the  little  doctor's  shop  for  colouring 
pastes.  Then,  as  to  lines,  a  fortnight's  prepara- 
tion saw  the  winders  full  of  every  conceivable 
sort-hair  from  Pickersgill,  gut  (fine  drawn, 
natural  unnatural,  thick,  thin),  from  everybody 
who  sells  lines ;  hooks  of  all  makes,  bends,  and 
sizes ;  and— well,  I  must  stop. 

Although  on  this  occasion  no  specimens  were 
captured,  several  roach  up  to  l|lb.,  bream  up  to 
41b.  5oz  and  perch  up  to  lilb.  were  landed.  The 
heaviest  haul  was  4st.  of  bream  to  two  rods  in  a 
tUree  hours  fishing  (twelve  at  night  till  three  in 
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the  morning).  With  the  exception  of  a  few  fish 
which  admiring  but  unsuccessful  anglers  had 
asked  for,  they  were  all  returned.  Two  large 
keep-nets  were  in  constant  use,  so  that  the  fish 
were  kept  alive.  All  styles  of  fishing  was 
practised— ledgering,  floating,  float  ledgering,  &c. 

Then,  with  sorrow,  came  the  "  striking  "  of  the 
tent,  and  the  packing  up  for  the  return  journey, 
a  fortnight  in  Broadland  having  done  more  than 
doctors  can  do,  giving  health,  colour,  and— a  big 
appetite!  The  broad  (Wroxham)  is  leased  by 
Messrs.  Mayor  and  Ellis,  to  whom  application 
should  be  made  as  to  fishing,  boats,  &c.  On  the 
flagstaff  over  the  tent  waved  the  flag  inscribed 
"  Dragnet  Tent,"  and  many  were  the  salutes  from 
passers-by  on  wherry,  yacht,  and  punt ;  also  the 
Queen  of  the  Broads.  Mr.  J.  Temple,  the  artist 
angler,  and  many  others  shared  the  joys  of 
camping  out  with  Dea(4Net. 


A  GOOD  Catch  of  Roach  in  the  Spalding 
Waters.— Mr.  Benner  Wilson,  fishing  at  Pode 
Hole  Basin  in  the  water  of  the  Spalding  Angling 
Club,  succeeded,  as  a  result  of  a  day's  fishing,  in 
landing  sixty-six  roach,  the  aggregate  weight  of 
which  was  241b.  This  is  a  record  take  for  this 
season  so  far  in  the  Spalding  waters.— J.  E 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 


™  -Rwer  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishinq 
(xAZETTE,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley).-Aufr.  23 -The  water  is  still 
very  fane,  vn  h  hitle  stream.  We  are  having  a  good  rain 
to-day,  which  should  improve  the  prospects  i,T  the  next 
tew  dajs.  Gudgeon  and  p^rch  continue  to  feed  well  • 
the  latter  fish  have  bpen  taken  up  to  Ulb.  Mr.  Good  and 
Dr.  Fraser  have  taken  a  number  of  chub  up  to  2ilb 
throwing  a  dead  frog,  and  some  barbel  and  chub  have  also 
been  taken  from  the  Lodden  and  St.  Patrick's  streams, 
while  at  Shiplake  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Abbot  have  taken 
two  barbel  ot  7lb.  and  6ilb  — Stanley  Mead. 

— —  (Lechlade),  —  Elver    in  fair  order  on  some 
stretches,  and  some  capital  sport  has  been  bad  with  ro?oh 
u  v'.^l*^  ""'^^  cuddia,  gentles,  and  worm.  One 

chub  taken  near  Kempsford  with  live  minnow  weighed 
4ilb.,  ciught  by  Mr.  Hemmings.  Mr.  Riwlios  has  b^-en 
having  some  capital  sport  with  roach  and  perch  •  and  Mr 
Browne,  on  the  Windrush,  has  been  having  capital  spirt 
with  roach  on  boiled  malt.  Mr.  Eton  has  been  catching 
some  good  roach  ;  so  have  Messrs  Atwood  and  Bretherton 
A  discovery  of  about  a  dozen  skektons  has  been  made  at 
bt.  Jobn  8  Bridge,  where  the  water  is  in  good  order  —The 
Rambler. 

Aucholme  District.- My  sons,  Messrs.  John,  Albert, 
Oonrad,  and  Stanley,  have  been  home  for  the  August 
holiday  from  London,  and  have  taken  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout,  averaging  about  twelve  at  an  outing,  but  all  taken 
m  private  waters ;  they  were  in  spkndid  condition,  and 
raB  up  to  1  Jib.  We  had  one  day  on  the  Anoholme,  when 
amongst  other  fish,  Albert  got  two  small  pike,  lutthe  e-ls 
were  mostly  m  evidence.  We  also  had  two  days  at  Croxby 
Lake  (belonging  to  Lord  Yarborough).  We  did  not  do 
much  on  the  first  day,  but  on  the  second  we  had  a  fair 
catch  of  perch  and  eels ;  some  of  the  latter  wera  very  fine 
ones  but  the  best  oitch  of  all  was  by  my  first  grandson- 
Master  Claude  Howard  Ford,  of  JIaswell  Hill.  He  took 
a  lovely  tench,  18 m.  long,  and  weighing  31b.  2:z  which 
was  very  creditable  for  a  juvenile  of  twelve.  Bream  and 
roach  are  being  taken  in  large  numbers  on  the  Ancholme  the 
former  up  to  41b.  and  more,  and  the  latter  1  Jib  In  a  match 
*    ,£u°„^°??^y  ^^S^,  ^ad  17lb.  3oz.,  and  the 

twelfth  31b.  14oz.  The  first  five  totalled  661b.,  i  e.,  over 
131b.  each  average,  which  is  good  work  for  a  psggod-down 
mitch  of  three  hours,  and  a  limit  of  10yds.— Thoma.- 
Ford  (Oaister) 

•  B"'^*  (Iforfolk.  Wroxham  District).— The  exces- 
sive heat  (almost  as  great  as  that  experienced  during  July) 
was  somewhat  tempered  to-day  by  a  severe  thunderstorm 
accompanied  by  a  deluge  of  rain,  which  should  render  the 
river  m  even  better  order.  Eos  oh  are  now  in  grand 
CDndition,  and  feed  well,  but  bream  fishing,  viewed 
generally,  has  not  yet  come  up  to  the  expsctations  which 
thefavourablaweatherjastified,  although  here  and  there 
ot  course  some  good  bags  have  been  made.  A  tremendous 
lotot  tish  have  been  caught  on  the  Broad,  especially  bv 
Messrs.  King  acd  Hartley,  fishing  Mr.  Ellis's  water,  but 
they  have  run  small.  I  was  on  the  upper  waters 
yesterday,  and  found  them  in  good  order,  bat  apcarently 
tew  real  anglers  about— principally  idlers  of  the  dilettante 
species,  and  children  passing  away  a  lazy  afwrnoon. 
Eoaoh  took  fly  well,  but  dace  not  at  all,  fish  all  gcing  small, 
iiy  tshirg  here,  each  as  it  is,  will  soon  be  drawin?  to  a 
close.  The  district  ia  f  ull  of  visitors,  yachting  trafHo  is 
heavy,  and  really  keen  anglers  will  probably  do  better 
atter  the  second  week  in  September,  unless  they  go  well 
away  from  the  villages  for  their  fishing.  Weather  to- 
night very  moist  and  close,  and  suggestive  of  further 


thunder.  Prospects,  however  (in  quiet  reaches),  are  qaite 
as  good  as  they  are  likely  to  be,  although  in  September 
♦here  will  be  more  likelihood  of  including  some  decent  pike 
11  the  day's  bag.— C  H.  Tayloe. 

Coin,  Iieaoli,  (East  Gloucestershire).— For 
the  time  of  year  these  trout  streams  are  in  very  fair  order, 
being  tolerably  high  and  of  a  nice  tinge.  Some  nice  sport 
has  betn  had  in  the  pveoing  with  the  Brown  Alder  and 
Coachman  ;  and  the  Yellow  Olive  and  Blu^  Du.i  his  been 
kiUing  during  the  daytime.  The  jick  fishers  have  been 
busy  on  the  Faiiford  water,  and  have  cleared  out  B'reral 
ot  these  trout  et'-eam  pests  by  net,  spear,  and  gun, 
preparatory  to  again  rastockii  g  with  two-jear  old  fario. 

i^*'^^*'?'  ^"^y  ^8*'"  ^"^^  ^^^^  •^'■""t  pife 

on  the  Fairford  Park  wati-r,  where  the  gamek.  ep-rs  till 
me  they  have  taken  a  lot  of  j  .ck,  some  <  f  'hem  up  to  41b. 
each.  This  water  has  recently  chang-d  hands,  and  has 
been  but  lightly  fished  this  season,  so  us  to  get  the  stuck 
up  again.  Mr.  Warne  reports  good  sport  with  grayling 
from  Matlock  —Pan.  o   j  s 

Cornish  Streams.— Not  much  has  been  done  in 
either  the  Camel  or  the  Fowey  lately.  The  rivers  until 
the  rain  of  Tuesday  evening  had  fined  and  dropped  very 
low.  Sevfral  peal  were  caught  in  both  rivers  fishing  in 
the  evenings,  and  not  a  few  baskets  of  trout  were  made 
on  the  moorland  streams.  After  Tuesday  there  was  an 
improvement,  and  peal  ran  up  with  the  freshet  that 
resulted  from  Tuesday's  rain,  and  spated  vary  well. 
Several  were  caught  on  Wednesday  in  the  Camel  and 
Fowey,  and  further  east  in  the  Tavy  and  Plym.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good  on  a  breezy  day  and  in  the 
evenings. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Parningham,  Horton  Kirby,  &c.).— 
The  fish  rose  fairly  well  for  an  hour  on  the  lower  stretches 
the  other  evening.  My  start  was  not  enoonragmg,  for  the 
first  trout  I  found  refused  three  different  flies,  not  even 
condefoeDding  to  notice  the  Olive,  the  Red  Qaill,  or  the 
Grey  Quill.  A  little  later,  however,  things  improved 
greatly,  for  between  six  and  seven  I  got  a  brace  of  very  nice 
fish,  |lb.  each,  on  a  small  Eed  Quill.  lu  each  case  the  fish 
took  the  fly  directly  it  was  properly  presented.  Later  in 
the  evening  I  hooked  two  more  on  sedges,  but  one  broke 
nae  ;  the  other,  which  I  landed,  was  about  the  same  size  as 
the  first  fish.  Fishing  is  not  easy  now,  for  the  river  is 
much  overgrown  with  bushes,  and  the  water  remams  very 
low.  The  rainfall  has  been  very  slight  in  this  neighbour- 
hood —J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— The  present  week 
has  been  pretty  nearly  a  blank  as  far  as  rod  fishing  in  the 
lower  waters  is  concerned.  Many  anglers  have  returned 
with  empty  baskets  or  with  a  solitary  tish.  Col.  Cuyier, 
a  visitor,  who  has  fished  the  ti>er  for  years,  waa 
scarcely  able  to  riae  a  fish.  Two  gentlemen  from  London 
fished  from  Buckfastleigh  to  Staverton  on  Tuesday  and 
had  a  disappointing  time.  List  week  a  few  pjal  and  trout 
were  creeled  in  the  evenings  by  the  smartest  of  the  locil 
rods,  but  there  cm  be  little  doubt  that  the  present  is  the 
worst  fishing  season  the  river  has  seen.  I  hjar  that  on 
Saturday  a  gentleman  fishing  the  private  waters  near 
Spitch wick  Lodge,  at  the  month  of  the  Webburn,  killed 
twenty-four  peal.  F.ies  for  trout  are  Black  MiJge  and 
Blue  Upright,  and  for  peal,  Alexandra  and  Silver  Drake. 
— Devonian. 

Devonatilre  Streams.— There  is  little  worth  report- 
ing, but  after  the  rain  of  Tuesday  there  may  be  an 
itnprovement ;  at  least,  so  it  is  dsvontly  hop-d  Most 
streams  had  run  low,  and  sport  was,  const  qaently,  dull. 
On  some  of  the  moorland  rivers  fair  tak^s  of  trout  have 
been  made,  with  a  few  peal.  One  gentl.^min  I  know  had 
last  year  killed  a  hundred  peal  by  this  time,  has  now  only 
twenty  to  his  credit ;  whiht  another  who  had  then  killed 
seventy  has  this  year  kilUd  seventeen. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).— We  have  had  a  good 
frdsh  down,  and  at  time  of  writing  (Aug  20)  the  water  has 
cleared  and  is  in  first-rate  tisbing  order.  Good  spart 
should  be  had  with  grayliu?,  roach,  and  jiok.— H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.- There  has  been  a  good 
water  for  the  fly  on  most  days  since  our  last.  We  hear  of 
the  Dark-winged  Coachman  and  the  Grey  Quill  Gnat 
being  killing  on  the  Dove  Dile  and  Birdsgrove  lengths. 
The  Eev.  F.  W.  Champneys  got  three  brace  of  grayling  in 
two  hours  on  Satutdiy  evenirg  last  with  last-named  fly  on 
Birdsgrove  water.— D.  and  W.  H.  Fcster  (Ashbourne). 

East  and  West  C:eddau  (Pembrokeshire.)— We 
haye_  had  a  very  poor  trout  season  eo  far,  and  at  time  of 
writing  (17th)  the  rivers  are  very  low  and  fishing  in 
abeyance — H. 

Esk  (Whitby).— This  river  has  fined  down  consider- 
ably, and  now  rune  in  good  angling  condition.  The 
catches  for  the  past  week  are  increistd,  though  a  correct 
record  is  not  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing.  Fia^ 
continue  to  paes  the  weirs  at  Ruswarp  and  Egton,  and, 
generally,  the  outlook  f^r  the  coming  week  is  very 
satisfactory.  Sea  angling  is  providing  capital  sport,  and 
large  Odtches  of  whitirg  and  aixed  fish  are  landed  daily. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Rivers  shrunk  to  a  thread, 
and  heat  enough  to  h)H  the  fish,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
anglers.  Trouting  is  for  this  season  practioiily  over,  and 
until  we  get  some  more  water  fear  coarse  anglers  wiU  do 
bat  little.  At  present  even  roach,  the  maiastay  of  the 
bottom  fishermen,  appear  to  be  most  delicate  in  their 
feeding,  and  nothing  like  heavy  bags  are  to  be  had. 
Perch,  generally,  are  running  small,  at;d  pike,  us  yet,  are 
not  pr<  p-rly  in.  An  odd  trout  or  two  have  fallen  to  the 
evening  fly,  prkcipally  Governor  and  Coachman.— Red 
Palmer 

Pen  District  (South  Ziinos.  and  Camba.).— 

Anglers  have  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  character  of 
their  sport.  The  waters  have  been  freshened  up,  and  «ill 
continue  in  tiim  for  some  time  to  come.  In  some  places 
bream  are  to  be  caught  in  plenty,  whilst  roach  is  a  great 
feature  in  other  swims.    Subscribers  to  the  middle  of  the 
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Forty-foot  are  now  doiog  well  amongBt  the  roach,  ccoi- 
sionally  picking  up  a  few  tench  and  rudd.  Potato  bait  ia 
now  popular,  and  so  is  bread  paste,  but  gentles  and  worm 
are  als3  in  use.  About  Deeting  many  of  the  Welland 
fishers  have  been  seetsinjt  pike,  tiah  from  71b.  to  91b. 
coming  to  hand.  The  drains  in  the  direction  of  Wisbech 
have  also  been  jielding  well. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Nortb  Notti).— The  Idle  and  the 
Eyton  have  now  run  down  into  n'!o3  fishing  trim,  and  the 
capture  of  dace  and  reach  is  pretty  easy  between  Retford 
and  Mattersey.  Several  have  had  good  luck  about  Bollam. 
At  Blyth,  and  on  for  Scrooby,  there  have  been  some 
captures.  Only  a  few  hive  turned  their  attention  to  the 
drains  in  the  lower  districi ;  bat  what  may  be  called 
travelling  anglers  have  been  alter  the  barbel  on  the  Trent. 
Atout  Dunham  andLanelam  things  have  been  prosperous, 
but  towards  Torksey  the  water  has  been  disturb  3d  by  high 
tides,  but  some  capital  lots  of  roach  have  been  secured 
near  the  banks  by  bunches  of  magsots.  There  have  been 
some  good  captures  in  the  Willow  Holt  swims. — L. 

Iiark  (Suffolk).— The  river  is  in  good  condition  for 
fishing,  and  many  anglers  are  citching  roach,  dace,  chub, 
and  perch.  Tickets  to  fish  in  the  preserved  waters  of  the 
Lark  for  day,  week,  or  year  may  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Phillips,  landlord.  Chequers  Inn,  Worlington  ;  Mr.  Nixon, 
Griffen  Hotel,  Isleham  ;  Mr.  Lock,  Jude's  Ferry,  West 
Eow;  Mr.  Mark  Turner,  Lock-keeper,  Isleham  ;  Mr.  Cas- 
well, Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills ;  Mr.  Charles  Brow*,  Milden- 
hall ;  also  at  the  Red  Lion,  Icklingham  ;  the  Plough,  and 
the  Crown,  at  Icklingham ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Kemp,  Bury  St. 
Edmunds ;  and  Mr.  Howes,  Barton  Mills ;  and  Mr. 
Howlett,  Newmarket.  The  weeds  are  nicely  out,  and 
swims  cleared.  Day  tickets  are  Is.  6d.  each  ;  weekly 
tickets  2s.  6d.  ;  yearly  tickets  53. ;  and  there  are  thirty 
duly  authoriaed  and  specially  appointed  water  bailiffs, 
under  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Fresh-Water  Fisheries 
Act.  Any  information  can  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
Howlett,  the  general  secretary  and  superintendent  of 
river,  40,  High-street,  Newmarket,  Cambs.,  and  a  list 
of  comfortable  places  to  stay  at  sent  if  required. — Raven. 

Lea  and  Tribntari:  s.— At  last  an  improvement  in 
roach  fishing  results  can  be  reported,  and  now  the  river 
has  been  refreshed  by  lains  better  sport  still  should  be 
obtained  in  the  Lea.  A  nice  lot  of  roach  and  bream  have 
at  times  been  met  with  in  the  lower  reaches,  but,  generally 
speaking,  the  best  results  have  baen  effected  in  the  upper 
waters,  notably  in  the  Ware  and  Hertford  districts.  At 
Ware  some  capital  takes  of  roach  have  been  secured.  I 
hear  of  one  angler  (Mr.  Tuck,  of  the  Eagle  Angling 
Society)  landing  201b.  there.  The  fish  are  taking  paste 
best.  Many  of  the  roach  caught  have  been  up  to  and  over 
lib.  Sportsmen  have  tad  the  best  catches  on  vteek  days. 
At  Angel-road  bream  of  3 Jib.  and  41b.  are  reported  taken, 
and  there  are  plenty  of  those  tish  about  now.  I  cannot 
hear  of  any  sport  worth  recoiding  among  the  perch  and 
tiike.  With  reference  to  the  former  fish,  I  am  glad  to 
know  that  the  London  Anglers'  Association  his  decided  to 
close  perch  fishing  on  its  rented  waters  at  the  end  of 
February.  From  the  tributaries  there  is  this  week  no 
sport  reported  worth  recording. — Izaak  Walton. 

LittlA  Oase  (Brandon,  Suffolk). —Water  now  in 
fine  condition,  and  some  exceptionally  large  catches  have 
been  recorded.  Messrs.  Harry  and  Edgar  Blow  have 
weighed-in  between  two  and  three  stone  daily  since  Satur- 
day last.  Mr.  Kdgar  Barnes  (the  well-known  vocalist), 
who  has  been  stajirg  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  creeled  some  fine 
specimens ;  Mr.  Whitehead  took  some  fine  dace ;  Mr. 
March,  on  Saturday  last,  took  17Jlb.  of  roach  in  three 
hours,  four  fish  scaling  4Jlb.  Prospects  good,  fish  biting 
well.  Stormy  weather  yesterday  (Aug.  22),  four  rods  took 
only  two  stone. — J.  Rolph. 

Jtxigg  end  Aincow  (IieomiUBteT).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  been  visited  wi^h  some  heavy  rain,  which 
has  made  them  slightly  coloured.  The  weather  up  to 
Wednesday  was  very  hot,  and  fishing  was  useless  until 
evening.  During  Tuesday  night  heavy  thunderstorms 
passed  over  the  district,  and  on  Wednesday  the  rivers 
began  to  rise,  but  it  was  road  water,  which,  if  the  weather 
clears  up,  will  soon  run  off,  and  fishing  should  be  all  the 
better  for  the  fall  of  rain.  A  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  in  the  evening  and  have  used  fly,  and  nice 
trout  and  grayling  landed.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good 
with  wasp  erub.  The  Pinsley  is  running  in  fair  order  for 
fishing. — GwYNNE. 

iMUgg,  Arrow,  and  Finaley  (Kingrsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  capital  trim — clear,  and  a  nice  level.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  we  have  had  thunder,  with  sharp  showers  of 
heavy  rain  at  intervals.  For  a  week  past  the  weather  has 
mostly  been  good  for  the  harvest,  but  too  bright  for 
fishing,  except  morning  and  evening.  Fish  are  inclined  to 
be  more  sportive,  and,  should  favourable  weather  ensue, 
prospects  for  the  near  future  are  fairly  good.  Flies  same 
as  last  week,  adding  the  Green  Insect  for  rainy  days.  The 
minnow  (vaga)  has  accounted  for  a  few  decent  catches  of 
trout — R.  T.  Williams 

None  (Peterborough). — There  appears  to  be  in- 
creased activity  in  angling  circles  all  through  the  district. 
At  Wei  ingboruugh  during  the  past  week  a  large  numbar 
of  anglers  have  been  out,  but  their  catches  have  not  been 
so  great  as  in  the  I  hrspston  district,  where  an  impetus  is 
pivt-n  to  an^linK  in  contequei/c»  of  the  good  bags  obtained. 
Parties  of  anglers  have  visited  Wansford,  Waternewton,  the 
Ljnch,  Alwalton,  and  Castor,  bun,  except  in  one  or  two 
instances,  nothing  exceptionally  big  has  b^^en  cecnred. 
Mr.  Ream  (Peterborough),  fishing  from  Wansford  to 
Castor,  caught  about  fifty  roach,  perch,  and  eels,  some  of 
the  roach  being  over  lib.  in  weight ;  and  another 
gentleman,  fishiEg  at  Elton,  secured  about  a  stone  and  a 
half  of  roach,  besc  between  lib.  and  21b.  There  is  very 
little  pike  fishing  indulged  in  at  present.  By  the  rain 
to-day  (Wednesday)  the  condition  of  the  river  will  be  very 
much  improved. — E.  A.  8. 


Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  still  in 
the  same  low  slimy  state  reported  Ia''t  week,  and  trout 
fishing  is  virtually  nil.  A  singular  phenomenon,  which 
occurs  every  year  about  this  time,  is  now  going  on.  The 
fish  start  rieing  greedily  at  about  8  p.m.,  and  keep  it  up 
for  half  an  hour  or  so,  but  no  flies  nor  midges  can  be  seen 
on  the  water,  and  what  they  are  feeding  on  cannot  be 
known.  The  artificial  fly,  however  skilfully  thrown 
among  them,  has  not  the  least  attraction  for  them.  This 
was  the  case  notably  last  Saturday  evening  and  last  night 
(2l8t  inst.).  Many  p'ople  think  the  fish  are  feeding  on 
minute  larva?  rising  up  from  the  bottom,  which  they  seize 
as  they  reach  the  surface.  At  sea,  mackerel,  mostly 
small,  are  boing  caught  with  hook  and  line. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Denver). — Since  the  disappointing  weather  of 
the  B  ink  Holiday  period  there  has  been  a  very  fine  time 
indeed,  and  apparently  most  suitable  to,  and  for  the 
feeding  of,  the  bream  and  roach,  as  some  very  good  takes 
of  the  former  have  b?en  secured,  creed  wheat  being 
answerable  for  some  very  nice  fis-h.  Several  pike  have 
been  had,  but  they  are  not  in  condition  yet.  There  are 
numerous  anglers  about  seeking  sport  and  meeting  with 
varying  success.  The  waters  are  running  well,  and  I  hear 
no  complaints  as  to  the  weeds. — Wateb  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Oiea^  Fazton). — Our  fine  old  river  has  once 
more  shown  us  what  it  caa  do  in  furnishing  sport  after 
four  hot,  dry  seasons,  in  which  the  bream  only  fed  early 
and  late,  and  that  not  often.  They  now  are  caught  all 
the  day,  and  night  as  well.  Good  baskets  have  been 
made,  varying  from  201b.  to  541b.  One  gentleman  caught 
twenty-two  good  fish,  which  weighed  541b.,  and  others 
had  301b.  to  351b.  a  day.  The  fish  are  strong,  and  afford 
good  sport. — W.  DucKER. 

Ouse  (Waterbeach,  Bottisbam  £ocks).— Daring 
the  week,  with  hot  days,  and  in  places  a  little  duckweed 
hanging  about  in  the  mid-day,  sport  slow,  but  early 
morning  tUl  twelve  o'clock  and  from  5  pm.  sport  has 
been  good.  Silver  bream  are  still  to  the  front  as  to 
catches,  161b.  a  rod  a  day,  up  to  21b.  each  ;  roach,  up  to 
lib.  each,  average  takes  5lb.  to  141b.  a  rod ;  pike  slow ; 
eels  uptoljlb.,  with  lines  out;  general  I  ait,  brandling 
worm  and  boiled  wheat,  at  look-keeper's,  fresh  twice  a 
day  ;  also  punt,  but  the  bank  angling  is  clean.  The  river 
at  the  present  seems  to  be  full  of  fish.  Anglers  who  have 
fished  this  stream  for  years  state  that  they  never  knew  the 
river  fish  better.  No  doubt  the  late  floods  helped  it.— 
John  O'Gkorge  (Beohe-road,  Cambridge). 

Fl^mouih. — Trout  fishing  has  been  rather  slack  this 
last  week,  owing  to  the  very  fine  weather  we  have  been 
having.  Nevertbeles'.  some  very  nice  ones  have  been 
taken  on  the  Dart,  Mr.  H.  Cross  had,  amongst  others 
yesterday,  one  weighing  2lb.  2oz.,  and  another  lib.  loz., 
both  in  splendid  condition.  Peal  fishing  is  now  at  its 
height,  and  there  are  plenty  of  them  in  the  various  pools  on 
the  Tavy,  in  spite  of  what  some  people  say,  and  it  is  worth 
anyone's  while,  now  the  river  is  clear,  to  take  a  walk  to 
the  river  and  eee  the  fish  (varjing  in  size  from  21b.  to  81b.) 
lying  in  the  still  pjola  wailing  for  a  flood  or  to  be  caught. 
— William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necb). — During  the  early  part  of  |the  present  week  very 
unsettled  weather  has  been  experienced,  and  a  succession 
of  thunderstorms  have  passed  over  this  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, accompanied  with  very  heavy  rain,  but  these 
storms,  being  confined  to  this  locality,  have  bub  slightly 
affected  any  of  these  rivers,  which  still  continue  in  good 
condition  for  angling,  either  with  the  fly  or  with  ground 
baits,  and  with  the  latter  many  very  fine  eels  have  been 
taken  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  as  well  as  chub,  roach, 
and  p^rch  ;  but  very  few  pike  have  recently  been  caught  in 
either  of  these  rivers,  which  appears  strange,  as  they  are  so 
numerous,  but  are  said  to  be  more  difficult  to  capture  in 
hot  weather  than  at  any  other  time.  Very  few  trout,  too, 
are  now  taken  in  this  neighbourhood  in  either  river,  and 
during  the  patt  few  days  quite  as  many  graylingas  trout  ba\e 
baen  taken  from  the  Tanat,  and  these  grayling  are  now  in 
fair  condition.  Instead  of  totally  prohibiting  angling  from 
the  towing-path  of  the  canal,  the  proprietors  of  the  Siirop- 
shire  Union  Canal  have  intimated  their  intention  of 
charging  3i.  per  day,  6i.  per  week.  Is.  per  quarter,  and 
23.  per  annum  for  the  privilege,  but  will  not  allow  fishing 
on  Sunday  or  during  the  close  time  for  coarse  fish. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  Llanymynech,  tickets  for  angling 
in  the  canal  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Beddow,  Wharfinger, 
at  Carreghova  Locks,  or  from  the  banksman  (Mr.  Moody) 
at  the  same  address — Vyrnwy. 

Susaex  Rivers,  Cbiobester  Canal,  and 
Harbour. — What  a  sudden  change  we  have  experienced 
in  the  south.  The  heat  wave  no  longer  troubles  us,  and 
to-day  grea' coats  and  mackintoshes  are  in  universal 
request.  A  south-easterly  half  gale,  with  driving  rain, 
has  rendered  angling  pursuits  unpleasant.  The  week's 
record  from  the  Ouse' has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  At 
Lewes  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  with  gentles,  Mr. 
A.  Barbfr  b  iog  accredited  with  roach  weighing  lib.  10c z., 
while  Messrs.  Pain,  Darrant,  and  Catt  have  had  good 
sport.  From  the  Hamsey  portion  of  the  river  Mr. 
Dnrrant  has  taken  bream  up  to  4:b.  10  iz.  ;  Mr.  Bafohelor, 
roach,  the  heaviest  a  tine  fish  of  2 lb.  loz.  Poor  sport  has 
been  obtained  from  the  Adur,  aod  the  Cuokmere  has  been 
unremunerative.  A  few  visitors  have  tri«a  the  Rother. 
A  few  small  pike  up,  to  31d.,  perch  weighing  llb.  lOJoz., 
gudgeon,  and  eels  are  'notified  me.  The  canal  at  Chichnster 
is  in  good  colour,  but  the  cut  wefds  are  hfc  to  sink  or 
float  as  the  wind  lieteth,  and  a  cleared  swim  is  soon 
fouled.  But  little  has  been  dooe — a  few  bream  of  lib  6  z., 
plenty  of  small  fry,  but  the  perch  and  pike  seem  non  est. 
In  reply  to  a  Mid-Sussex  reader,  re  carp.  If  he  applies 
to  Mr.  Byerly,  East-street,  Chichester,  he  can  be  supplied 
with  carp  of  from  lib.  to  41b.  for  restocking  purposes. 
The  weather  has  interfered  with  harbour  fishing.  A  few 
flatfish,  small  bass,  and  eels  have  been  taken, — George 
F.  Salter. 


Teifi  (Lampeter,  Car digauabire).— Good  baskets 
of  trout  were  taken  during  last  week.  At  time  of  writing 
(Aug.  20)  the  river  has  run  low.  Evening  fishing  is  by  far 
the  best.— H. 

Teme  (Xindlow). — The  Tame  in  this  part  has  been 
runnirg  very  low  and  bright,  and  up  to  Wednesday  was 
in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot, 
and  thunder  has  been  moving  round  the  district,  and  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  a  heavy  storm  passed  over  the  district, 
which  cooled  the  earth.  On  Wedneediy  a  heavy  fall  or 
rain  was  had,  and,  judging  from  the  way  the  river  began 
to  rise,  there  must  have  been  heavy  rain  up  the  country. 
The  water  Soon  began  to  change  colour,  and  it  was  more 
of  surface  water,  and  if  there  is  no  more  rain  should  soon 
clear  off.  But  a  good  flush  of  water  down  the  river  would 
do  good,  and  would  char  off  the  rubbish  and  weeds  which 
are  growing  thick  in  places.  Before  the  rain  there  were  a 
fair  number  of  anglers  out,  and  used  Augast  Dan,  Silver 
Twisted  Blue,  July  Gnat,  Black  Palmer,  Biack  Gnat,  and 
Red  Spinner,  with  Moths.  Coachman  and  Wickham's 
Fancy  for  evening.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  more 
successful,  and  wasp  grub  has  accounted  for  some  good 
lots  of  trout.  Grayling  are  moving  well  at  the  fly.  On 
Saturday  and  Monday  several  nice  lots  of  trout  were  taken 
with  wasp  grub,  and  a  few  with  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  stained,  but  bottom  fishing 
good  in  them  with  wasp  grub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  had  run 
down  and  was  in  good  order  for  fly  or  bottom  fishing  up  to 
Wednesday.  •  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and 
thunderstorms  have  been  had  in  the  district  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  and  the  river  soon  began  to  rise,  and 
there  is  a  stain  on  it  from  the  road  water,  which,  if  we 
get  no  more  rain,  which  is  doubtful,  should  soon  run  off, 
and  then  sport  should  be  good.  Angling  before  the  rain 
was  fairly  good,  and  a  good  few  rode  were  out,  but  the  fish 
were  not  rising  freely  until  evening,  when  some  very  nice 
sized  fish  were  landed.  Wasp  grub  and  fly  fishing  should 
be  good  it  the  weather  clears.  The  Rea,  Kyra,  and 
Ledwyche  are  sfained. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Changeable  weather  is  preventing 
barbel  fishermen  from  getting  at  their  favourite  quarry, 
and  it  is  almost  useless  to  attempt  to  obtain  sport  under 
present  conditions.  Roach  are  giving  good  bags  and 
taking  wheat,  malt,  or  gentles.  Many  fish  have  been 
taken  both  above  and  below  the  town.  From  the  latter 
district,  Mr.  G.  Snnman  landed  100  in  a  couple  of  outings, 
and  bags  have  raugad  from  14lb.  upwards,  thongh  no 
heavy  specimens.  Dace  also  give  sport,  but  chub  and 
bream  are  dead  off,  though  a  3-pounder  of  the  latter 
variety  was  landed  by  Mr.  H.  Corner  in  the  piscatorial 
contest  on  Saturday  last,  thus  securing  him  premier 
honours  and  the  silver  cup. — Trentsider. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  OlonceBterahire).— 
The  Swan  Hotel  water  is  in  order  for  troutiog,  and 
trout  rise  freely  in  the  afternoon  and  evening.  Best  flies 
are  Brown  Alder,  Red  and  Sherry  Spinner,  Olive  Dan, 
and  Ogden's  Fancy,  with  Coachman  for  evening.  Mr. 
John  Jeffreys,  Mr.  Wills,  and  Mr.  Morgan  have  been  out 
here,  and  Mr.  Jeffreys  has  been  fishing  the  Bibury  Court 
waters  with  sport.  Mr.  Gibbs  has  been  out  at  Abington. 
Several  friends  of  Mrs.  Woodman  have  again  started  a  re- 
stocking fund  for  her.— Sherry  Spinner. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — Water  will  be  in  good  order 
after  the  heavy  rain  we  have  had.  I  expect  to  hear  of 
some  salmon  being  ciught  from  now  on  ;  so  far  the  salmon 
season  has  been  a  failure  this  year.  A  few  odd  trout  and 
dace  are  taken  here  and  there  with  the  wasp  gruj).  Good 
private  fishing  can  be  had  for  the  day  or  week  from  Mr.  P. 
Lloyd,  Swan  Hotel,  who  has  a  nice  stretch  of  water. — 
Bknle  Delafield. 

Welsh  Haip  (Hendon).— Since  last  report  the 
following  have  had  fish:  Messrs.  Cook,  121b.  bream; 
Smith,  one  jack,  4Jlb.;  Fraser,  131b.  bream  ;  Young,  101b. 
bream  ;  Avery,  one  tench,  3lb.  bream  ;  Jacques,  one  jack, 
4lb.,  one  perch,  Ijlb.  j  Sly,  81b.  bream  ;  Peat,  91b.  bream 
and  roach  ;  Godfrey,  14lb.  bream  ;  Brooks,  one  jack,  51b., 
71b.  bream  ;  Yardley,  101b.  bream.  Mr.  Parker  won  oirp 
prize  with  a  Prussian  carp,  9in.  long. — F.  V. 

Wltbam.  fto.  (Mid-Iiinoolnililre).  —  A  goodly 
number  of  visitors  have  agaia  put  in  an  appearance  on  the 
Witham.  The  river  is  described  as  being  in  splendid 
condition,  and  except  from  the  annoyance  from  floating 
weeds,  it  would  be  hard  to  beat.  Between  Stixwold  and 
Southrey  there  is  an  enormous  quantity  of  weeds  to  be  met 
with  still  uncut.  Cutting  here  is  decided  upon  almost  at 
once.  Sport  itself  has  been  rather  disappointing.  Takes 
of  roach  and  bream  have  been  above  the  average  at  Boston. 
Capital  bream  and  roach  have  been  banked  below  Dogdyke, 
and  at  Ash  Holt  takes  have  run  up  to  over  501b.  Those 
who  have  fished  in  the  night  by  means  of  a  lantern  have 
done  extremely  well.  On  the  drains  about  Boston  there 
has  been  some  good  sport  since  the  rainfall,  and  some 
hundredweights  of  fish  have  fallen  to  the  anglers  on  the 
Frith  Bank,  Kelsey,  and  Mount  Pleasant  Drains.  A  lot  of 
fine  tench  have  also  been  lured.  The  Bargate  Drain  has 
been  disappointing.  Bport  is  again  possible  at  Friestone, 
on  the  Hob  Hole,  the  sea  water  being  about  washed  out, 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Demreut  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  been  in  good  order  for  both  fly  and  bottom  fishing — 
the  latter  moae  in  the  deepest  parts  of  the  Der^vent.  A 
good  average  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  both  these 
strf  ams.  Those  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  obtained 
baskets  ranging  from  one  to  five  and  six  brace.  A  great 
number  of  midges  have  been  out  on  some  days,  whicn  has 
caused  sport  to  be  very  uncertain,  the  Derwent  having 
yielded  a  few  nice  fish,  both  trout  and  grayling,  viz  ,  the 
upper  reaches  of  this  river,  both  Chatsworth  ard  the 
Darley  Dale  fisheries.  Mr.  Cooper,  fishing  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  on  Friday, 
landed  three  and  a  half  brace  with  his  little  grey  fly; 
several  others  one  to  two  brace ;  Mr.  Lmgland,  three  nlQQ 
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trqat.  There  is  now  a  good  prospect,  as  grayling  are 
risioe  much  better,  and  onght  to  improve  every  day.  Usa- 
fnl  flies  t  Ash  Dan,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Throstle  Wing,  Red 
Ant,  Rod  and  Grey  Qdlls,  Black  Goat,  aad  Apple  Green. 

— DOTTEREI,. 

Tor-,  Swa'e,  Wharfe,  Derweut,  Nidd,  Ouse 
*o.  (Yorkshire).— Trout  fiehing  has  fallen  cff  in  the 
npper  waters  and  in  the  tributary  streams,  which  hava 
fallen  in  volume,  and  are  now  running  bright  again,  but 
the  bottom  fishermen— although  the  takes  are  not  up  to 
the  previous  week— continue  to  have  fair  sport  in  the 
lower  waters,  the  favourite  baits  being  the  wasp  grub  and 
gentle.  The  Rev.  J.  Murphy  has  been  killins;  some  nice 
perch  at  Ulshaw  Bridge ;  and  Mr.  Robinscn,  of  Leeds, 
has  captured  some  nice  jack  by  spinning ;  a  few  nic«  trout 
have  aho  been  caught  with  the  Miller's  'Thumb  Devon, 
which  will  kill  trout,  perch,  and  jack  in  perfectly  clear 
water.  The  Swale  was  running  in  nice  volume  on 
Monday,  and  gport  was  very  fair.  Last  week  Messrs. 
Smithson  did  fairly  in  the  Codbeok,  having  mixed 
biske(-8  of  trout,  eels,  and  barbel.  A  medical  gentleman 
from  Northallerton  fifhed  the  private  water  rented  by 
Mr.  Chas.  Elliot  at  Constable  Burton,  and  fished  fly  all 
day  under  the  hot,  burning  sun,  and  in  clear  water.  His 
basket  contained  about  nine  brace  of  trout,  but  none  of 
them  were  of  more  than  ordinary  size.  The  fourth 
Northallerton  angler  tried  the  tame  stream  a  little 
lower  down,  and  with  the  aid  of  maggots  caught  a  brace 
of  very  fine  trout,  one  scaling  lib.  3oz.,  and  the  other 
Jib.  On  Saturday  afternoon  Mr.  John  King,  of  the  Black 
Ox  Angling  Club,  fished  for  two  hours  in  Learning  Lock, 
and  was  kept  busy  all  the  time.  With  the  aid  of  maggots 
he  caught  two  beautiful  trout,  a  jack,  and  some  fine  roach. 
Angling  in  the  Nidd  has  not  been  good  owing  to  a  con- 
tinuance of  unsettled  weather.  On  Saturday  the  annual 
match  of  the  Nidderdale  Association  took  place,  by  per- 
mission of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Club,  at  Dacre  Banks. 
G.  Bentley  was  first,  B.  Scatchard  second,  and  G.  Rhodes 
third.  _  The  takes  were  wretchedly  small.  Sport  con- 
tinues indifferent  up  Wharfedale  as  far  as  trout  fishing  is 
concerned,  the  few  fish  caught  being  taken  with  the  up- 
stream worm.  Lower  down  the  wasp  grub  has  accounted 
for  a  few  good  fish.  One  angler  has  had  good  sport  at 
Pool ;  fiahing  wasp  grub,  he  landed  several  fino  trout  and 
dace.  Two  ani^lers,  fishing  the  lower  reaches  at  Tad- 
caster,  did  well  amongst  the  roach,  securing  about  1st. 
of  fish,  all  caught  with  maggot.  Several  anglers  have 
visited  the  Derwent  at  Malton.  Mr.  Penwick  and  Mr. 
Hope  have  had  fair  sport  on  the  Ure.  There  have  been  a  few 
anglers  out  in  the  district  of  Ripon,  Mr.  Bellamy  andfriends 
having  fair  sport.  A  few  good  perch  have  been  got  with  live 
minnow  and  maiden  dew  worm.  Roundhay  Park  lake  has 
been  fishing  well.  _  Several  good  fish  have  been  got,  one  angler 
securing  a  fine  pike  weighing  about  91b. ,  besides  several 
small  ones.  Many  anglers  have  visited  the  Ouse.  At  Acae- 
ter  several  baskets  (ranging  from  51b.  to  101b. )  of  mixed  fish 
have  been  got.  Mr.  Atkins  had  a  splendid  basket  of 
roach,  &c.,  weighing  about  91b.,  all  caught  with  maggots. 
A  few  anglers  have  been  out  at  Wressle,  Malton,  and 
other  favourite  quarters  on  the  Derwent,  but  their  takes 
have  not  been  remarkable.  The  third  match  of  the 
season  in  connection  with  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling 
Society  was  fished  on  Saturday  at  Wheldrake  Ings,  in  the 
tidal  waters  of  the  last-named  river.  The  compiny  con- 
sisted of  over  forty  members  and  ifiiends,  there  being  a 
high  growth  of  reeds  and  other  vegetation  on  the  banks, 
which  made  the  standing  treacherous  and  the  water  in 
many  places  difficult  to  reach,  but  the  kill  generally  was 
not  a  bad  one  for  a  little  over  three  hours'  fishing.  The 
take  consisted  mainly  of  roach  and  dace,  with  a  few  perch, 
two  or  three  silver  bream,  eels,  and  chub,  and  a  brown 
bream  of  21b.,  caught  by  the  third  prize  winner.  The 
following  was  the  result  of  the  weigh-in  :  1st,  A.  Wjrill, 
31b.  4oz.  ;  2nd,  F.  Seal,  21b.  14|oz. ;  3rd,  A.  Turner-Brown, 
21b.  lOuz. ;  4th,  E.  Taylor;  5th,  W.  Knowles ;  6th,  A.  H. 
Fletcher  ;  7th,  J.  Proctor  ;  8th,  W.  R^dpath  ;  9cb,  W.  J. 
Davidson ;  10th  and  11th  (a  tie),  G.  Henderson  and  T. 
Mason;  12th,  J.  Robson ;  13th,  E.  Foote ;  14th,  F. 
Taylor;  15th,  J.  Shouksmith;  16th,  J.  Wilkinson;  17th, 
J.  Armitage;  18ch,  J.  Kay;  19th,  H.  Wilkinson;  20tb, 
J.  G.  Knowles;  2l8t,  H.  Simpson;  22od,  G.  Worth; 
23rd,  D.  Osborne  ;  24th,  H.  Dunsford ;  25lh,  J.  Johnson  ; 
26th,  R.  Oglesby;  27th  and  28ch  (tie),  C.  Allen  and 
J.  Mennell;  ■29th,  T.  Eecles,  speciil  for  six  best  fish, 
A.  Turner-Brown.  The  York  Confectionery  Company, 
Limited,  Angling  Association  held  their  match  of  the 
season  at  Linton  Locks,  on  Saturday.  Upon  weighing-in 
it  was  found  that  the  citches  were  not  so  good  and  heavy 
as  the  competitors  had  anticipated.  J.  Slee  was  the 
winner  with  lib.  5oz. ;  F.  Jackson,  second.  Prizes  were 
also  obtained  by  G.  Simpson,  A.  Ellison,  A.  Metcalf, 
W.  Hawe,  A.  Jackson,  A.  Barker,  and  F.  Helstrip.  On 
Saturday,  the  18th,  the  annual  fishing  match,  open  to 
Thirsk  and  Sowerby,  took  place,  by  the  kind  permission  of 
Messrs.  H.  and  C.  Rob,  in  the  river  Swale,  at  Catton, 
when  there  was,  as  usual,  a  good  entry.  The  following 
are  the  results :  1st,  W.  Harland,  21b.  9ioz.;  2nd,  Walter 
KettleweU,  21b.  ejoz.;  3rd,  T.  Macaulay,  21b.  3Joz  ;  4th, 
T.  Wood ;  5th,  G.  Dodsworth ; 6th,  J. Bell ; 7th,  W.  Burton : 
8th,  A.  Westwick;  9th,  H.  Noble;  10th,  F.  Atkinson; 
nth,  T.  Briggs ;  12th,  W.  Sadler ;  13th,  W.  Chapman  ;  14th, 
R.  Stockdale ;  15th,  R.  Cartman ;  16th,  T.  Braithwaite ; 
17th,  F.  Kidson;  18th,  T.  Hopps;  19th,  C.  Lazsnby; 
20th,  J.  Pawlett ;  21st,  F.Wright;  22nd,  H.  Wardman; 
23rd,  S.  Kidson;  24th,  F.  Sherwood;  25th,  F.  Kitching; 
26th,  T.  Pearson ;  27th,  G.  Fox ;  28th,  R.  Clark ;  29th, 
G.  Sherwood;  30th,  W.  Wright ;  3Ist,  J.  Boden;  32nd, 
J.  Metcalfe.  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Sowerby,  gave  a  special  prize 
to  the  angler  obtaining  the  heaviest  weight.  The  members 
of  the  York  Melbourne  Club  journeyed  to  West  Cotting- 
with  to  fish  for  a  club  sweepstakes  on  Saturday.  The 
water  was  in  fairly  good  condition.  The  only  drawback 
to  the  afternoon's  sport  was  that  a  north-east  wind  got  up 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


during  the_  afternoon.  The  weighing-in  took  place  in 
Thicket  Priory  Park,  which  the  anglers  had  been  allowed 
to  use  by  ihe  kindness  of  Mr  Jefferson,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  1st,  W.  Biooks;  2nd,  J.  W.  Biiatow;  3id,  C. 
Perry  ;  4th,  J.  Cartwright.  The  members  of  the  Angling 
Association  held  their  third  match  of  the  season  at  Liuton 
on  Saturday  last,  with  the  following  result :  Ist,  J. 
Snowdon;  2rd,  R.  Legards ;  3rd,  R.  Thompson;  4th, 
J.  Weadley ;  5th,  H.  Nioholls ;  6th.  G.  Barnes ;  7th,  J. 
Smith;  8th,  B.  Sambrooke ;  9th,  H.  Pickard ;  10th  and 
nth,  C  Ridsdale  and  E.  Waters  (tie) ;  12th,  P.  Lazenby  ; 
13th,  W.  Wright;  14tb,  W.  Nicholson.  The  special 
prize  for  the  largest  roach  was  won  by  R.  Thomp- 
son ;  for  the  largest  eel,  by  E.  Waters.  The  catch 
0  naisted  largely  of  peioh  and  roach.  The  Old  York 
Ebor  Angling  Society  fished  their  second  match  of  this 
s  ason  at  Nun  Monkton  by  the  kind  permission  of  Mr. 
Geo.  Crawhall.  Most  of  the  members  took  part  in  the 
competition,  which  was  keenly  contested.  The  water  ard 
weather  were  most  favourable.  Good  kills  were  the  order 
of  the  day,  Mr.  Barnett  winning  with  51b.  loz.  He  also 
secured  the  prize  for  the  aggregate  at  the  season's  matches. 
Mr.  Walton  was  second  with  31b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Broadley, 
third,  21b.  llfoz. ;  Mr.  D.  Wriggles  worth,  fourth, 
2!b  8oz  ;  Mr.  W.  Smith,  fifth,  21b.  4^oz. ;  Mr.  Suter, 
sixth,  lib.  15oz. ;  Mr.  A  Pratt,  seventh,  lib.  lOoz. ;  Mr. 
J.  J.  Thompson,  eighth ;  Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  Mr.  G. 
Parkinson,  Mr.  E.  Buckley,  Mr.  O.  S.  Wake,  Mr.  W. 
Parkinson.  Mr.  W.  Hill,  Mr.  H.  Bedford,  and  Mr.  E. 
Parkinson.  _  Thunderstorms,  with  heavy  rain,  are  general 
to-day.  This  will  probably  freshen  our  streams  again,  and 
improve  the  angling. — John  E.  Millee,  Northern 
Anglers'  Degot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altuacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairgr,  N.B.). 

—On  13th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Utigill,  five 
dozen  trout,  16|lb. ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  same  loch,  fifty-five 
trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barrett,  on  Loch  Cima,  four 
and  a  quarter  dozen,  151b. ;  Messrs.  Watts  and  Johnson, 
on  same  loch,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Todd,  on  Loob  Mheallain,  171b. ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  on  Veyatie,  9^\h. ;  and  Mr.  Dyke,  on 
Bourlan,  71b.  On  14  h,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  on  Cama, 
three  and  a  half  dozen,  16J^lb.,  including  a  2-poutder 
landed  by  Mrs.  Anderson  with  fly ;  Mr.  Parker,  two  and  a 
half  dozen,  lOJlb.  ;  Messrs.  Watts  and  Johnson,  twenty- 
nine.  9Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Hosack  and  Buckley,  two  and  a  half 
dozen,  lllb._;  and  Mr.  Todd,  one  ard  a  half  dozen,  61b. ; 
Maoter  David  and  Miss  Marjjry  Anderson  made  a  ba>ket 
of  17ib.  on  Loch  Mheallain.  On  15th,  16th,  and  17th 
baskets  lau  from  one  and  a  hilf  d'  zan  to  four  dozen  in 
number  and  up  to  171b.  in  weight.  On  18th,  and  also  on 
Monday  this  week,  capital  baskets  were  made  up  to  fifty- 
six  in  number  and  181b.  in  weight. — B, 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  rains  of  Siturday 
and  Monday  have  again  put  the  waters  in  capital  order, 
and  good  takes  con  iuue  to  be  made  in  Esk  and  Liddle 
and  ttieir  numerous  tributaries.  The  best  fishing  is  to  be 
had  in  the  upper  and  mid-reach  63.  Most  of  the  fish  have 
run  past  the  Longtown  water,  and  there  is  little  doing 
either  in  that  part  of  the  Esk  or  in  the  Metal  Biidge 
section.  .Some  pike  have  been  killed  in  a  back  hole  off 
Birrel's  Weir,  below  Longtown,  as  little  sport  csuldbehad 
with  other  fish.  Evidently  there  is  a  lot  of  them,  many  of 
large  size,  and  as  they  damage  the  fishing,  it  is  hoped  steps 
will  be  taken  to  lid  the  water  of  these  pests.  Fishing  in 
Lmgholm  water,  S  rgt.  Bell  ciught  a  sea  trout  and  four 
herling,  on  Saturday,  and  two  sea  trout.,  21b.  each,  and 
four  herling  on  Monday.  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  Langholm, 
killed  a  sea  trout  and  four  herling  at  a  morning  fishing  on 
Monday,  and  Mr.  J.  Morrison  had  a  sea  trout,  Ijlb. 
At  a  night  fishing  in  the  same  water,  Mr.  Thos.  Johnstone 
had  four  sea  trout  and  nine  herling  ;  Mr.  S.  Bell  had  four 
sea  trout  and  three  herling ;  Mr.  Wm.  Weatherston  bad 
eight  whiting ;  Mr.  Jas.  Morrison  had  two  sea  trout ;  and 
Mr.  Fanlock,  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Lmgholm,  bad 
two  herling.  Mr.  Creighton  had  two  sea  trout,  four 
herling,  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Joe  Anderson  had  a 
good  bisket  of  yellow  trout  in  Stenniah  water ;  and 
several  gentlemen  stajiog  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Lang- 
holm, have  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  tl^e 
Ewes  and  Tarras,  both  streams  being  in  capital  order. 
Some  good  takes  have  been  made  in  the  Broomholm 
reserved  water,  and  in  the  Duke  of  Buoolench's  pre- 
served water  below  Langholm.  Mr.  Borthwick  ciught 
three  sea  trout  and  several  herling  in  Langholm  water  ; 
Mr.  McMillan  had  three  sea  trout  and  some  herling  belo^ir 
the  town ;  and  Mr.  G.  Grant  caught  two  sea  trout  and 
four  herling  close  to  Skippers'  Bridge.  Good  fishing 
is  being  had  in  the  Canonbie  water.  Mr.  S.  McKune, 
jan.,  Gilnockie  Cottage,  had  two  salmon  in  the  Double 
water  at  Cauldron  Pool  weighing  14ilb.  and  6|lb. ; 
and  at  another  fishing  three  sea  trout  and  over  a  score  of 
herling;  Messrs.  Yates,  Tod,  Hill,  Wood,  at  three  fish- 
ings, had  twelve  sea  trout  and  twenty-five  herling  ;  while 
a  gentleman  killed  two  sea  trout  and  twenty  herling  in  the 
mid-reaches ;  Mr.  H.  Anderson  ciught  two  sea  trout  and 
three  herling;  Mr.  Johnstone,  Canonbie,  had  two  sea 
tront  and  thirty-three  herling;  Mr.  Payne  had  two  sea 
trout  and  twenty-five  herling  in  Canonbie  water ;  Dr. 
Anderson,  Esk  Bank,  had  three  sea  trout  and  ten  herling 
at  a  fishing.  Several  anglers,  staying  at  the  Cross  Kejs 
Hotel,  Canonbie,  have  had  good  sport  in  the  mid-reaches 
below  bridge,  principally  in  the  Prior  Pool,  Long  Pool, 
the  Mason  Stream,  and  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  Pools, 
two  miles  of  unapproachable  water.  Mr.  Jae.  Scott  had  a 
dozen  herling  at  a  fc'shing  below  the  Hush  Pool ;  Mr.  R. 
Steel  caught  two  tea  trout  and  some  herling  inTrummel's 
Pool;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Canonbie,  killed  a  fine  grilse  and 
two  sea  trout;  Miss  Church,  Park  House.  Canonbie, 
had  three  herling  and  two  sea  trout  below  bridge ; 
Mr.  J.  Ashcroft  had  three  sea  trout  and  some  herling  in 
the  famous  Kuottyholm  stream ;   Mr.  J.  Ballantyne, 
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Woodhonse,  had  some  good  takes  of  herling  in  the  Marsh 
Pool  and  Maioi  'a  btream,  above  Liddle-foot.  There  his 
been  a  fxlling  off  in  the  returns  at  the  diffi^rt-nt  stuti.jns 
in  the  Sjlway  during  the  last  ten  d«ya.  The  stake  nets 
had  few  salmon  and  grilse,  and  the  poke  and  hnnf  nets 
have  not  fared  well  Some  fair  catches  of  sea  trout  have 
been  made  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water.  Mr  Graham 
bad  three  sea  truut  and  a  dozen  herling  at  CarwinUy 
Buin-foot ;  fishing  in  the  Thistle  pool  at  the  head  of  Sir 
Richard  Graham's  water,  a  visitor  at  Netherby  Hall 
killed  three  sea  trout  and  several  herlir  g ;  Mr.  Foster, 
Longtown,  had  three  sea  trout  in  the  lower  reaches ;  Mr. 
Mnsgrove  had  two  sea  tront;  and  Mr.  Marion  has  had 
some  moderate  sport  in  the  Metal  Bridge  section. 
Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  W.  Jardine,  Carlisle,  had 
a  sea  trout,  two  herling,  and  tea  yellow  trout; 
Mr.  Anderson,  Newcastleton,  had  two  sea  trout  and 
six  herling  below  Ci. pshaw ;  Mr.  John  Elliot,  New- 
castleton, in  a  fishing  had  a  fine  basket  of  three  sea 
trout,  five  herling,  and  twenty-four  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
John  Jackson,  Ayr,  had  over  eighty  yellow  trout,  several 
herling,  and  one  sea  trout  at  one  fishing ;  Mr.  J. 
Cariuthers,  Manchester,  had  three  sea  trout,  and  twenty- 
four  yellow  trout,  and  thirty-six  yellow  trout  at  another. 
A  gentleman  staying  at  Eskdale  Hotel  had  two  herling, 
and  one  chub.  In  Liddle,  Mr.  Loch,  eleven  herling  ;  Mr. 
Dawson,  two  sea  trout,  two  herling,  and  one  large  e?l ;  Mr. 
Fowlis,  one  herling  in  same  water.  Rivers  in  good  flow  of 
water,  and  in  capital  angling  order. — Gilnockie. 

Daverou  (Banffslilra).— During  the  past  week  the 
rod  has  given  place  to  the  gun,  and  few  anglers  have  been 
seen  on  the  river.  The  weather  has  been  very  fine,  with 
an  occasional  shower,  which  keeps  the  water  from  getting 
too  low  and  clear.  'There  is  an  abundance  of  fish  reported 
to  be  in  the  upper  waters,  and  now  that  the  nets  will  soon 
be  off  the  river  for  the  season,  a  good  fishing  is  expected 
until  the  cloee.  The  Crown  Prince  of  Siam  and  his 
brother  are  staying  at  Inveiichnie,  a  short  distance  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  liver  from  Doff  House.  There  is  a  fine 
stretch  of  water,  and  good  sport  is  enjoyed.  The  net 
fishermen  on  the  liver  had  very  few  fish  this  week.  On 
the  coast  the  wind  has  been  from  a  southerly  direction, 
and  against  fish  drawing  to  the  c  jast.  The  water  is  in 
condition  for  fish  running  and  the  working  of  the  nets,  but 
fish  are  scarce,  and  have  not  kept  up  as  expected  at  the 
commencement  of  the  run  of  grilse.  The  nets  <  n  the  sea 
are  also  yielding  few  grilse  or  salmon,  and  only  a  couple 
of  boxes  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  were  sent  to  the  markets, 
co  mpared  with  thirteen  for  the  two  days  last  year. 
Silmon  are  of  heavy  weight,  averaging  16ib  ,  and  grilse 
from  6lb.  to  81b. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— As  the  season  will  close  here 
at  the  end  of  the  present  month,  all  the  boats  have  been 
engaged  during  (he  past  week,  and  two  clubs  have  com- 
peted daily.  The  trout,  which  have  been  rising  fairly 
well,  though  they  wei-e  coming  too  short  for  big  baskets, 
were  of  very  small  size,  averaging  little  more  than  Jib. 
The  clubs  that  competed  were  :— Paisley  Rowtauk  Club 
(ten  rods),  seventy-six  trout,  39ib.  8^z  :  First,  Mr.  J. 
Limburn,  fifteen,  8lb.  7oz. ;  SECond,  Mr.  A.  G.  Reid, 
twelve,  61b.  5oz.  ;  heaviest,  Mr.  J.  Gilmour,  21b.  7cz. 
Western  Club  (seven  rods),  sixty-one  trout,  311b.  12oz. : 
First,  Mr.  H.  W.  Allan,  sixteen,  9ib.  8jz  ;  second,  Mr. 
J.  S.  Dixon,  eleven,  51b.  lOoz.  Bridge  of  Allan  Club 
(five  rods),  twenty-eight  trout,  201b.  IOjz  :  First,  Mr. 
Vaughan,  seven,  71b.  10c  z  ;  second,  Dr.  Allum,  eight, 
6  b  6  z,  Edinburgh  Amateur  Club  (ten  rods),  seventy- 
five  trout,  461b.  5-Z.  :  First,  Mr.  Lewis  Spence.  eleven, 
81b.  15oz. ;  seond,  Mr.  E.  P.Wilson,  eleven,  81b.  130/,. 
Dundee  Club  (twenty-six  rods),  159  trout,  731b.  5oz. :  First, 
Mr.  W.  Scott,  eighteen,  8lb.  6jz.  ;  second,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Bell,  eight,  51b.  13oz.  Coatbridge  Club  (eight  reds), 
nineteen  trout,  lUb.  4dz.  :  First,  Mr.  J.  Greig,  six, 
41b.  9.Z.  ;  and  on  the  second  day,  Mr.  D.  C.  McNaught, 
seven,  3lb.  12oz.  Bothwell  and  Blantyre  Club  (tour 
rods),  sixteen  trout,  111b.  :  First,  Mr.  McCreath, 
five,  41b.  12oz.  Dundee  West-end  Club  (fourteen  reds), 
forty-four  trout,  261b.  15oz  :  First,  Mr.  W.  Irvine,  nine, 
41b.  12o2.  Perth  Club  (ten  rods),  sixty-one  trout, 
251b.  4cz.  :  First,  Mr.  R.  Butter,  eight,  4lb.  9.z. ;  second, 
Mr.  W.  Murhead,  eleven,  41b.  4jz.  Private  parties: 
Mr.  McNicjl,  Perth,  twenty-sight  trout,  111b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Menzies,  Saltcoats,  twenty,  121b. ;  Mr.  Pumphrey,  four- 
teen, 9lb. ;  Mr.  Potts,  Lasswade,  twenty,  131b. ;  Mr. 
Macliren,  fjurteen,  81b.;  Mr.  Cleghora,  Dundee  (two 
diys),  forty-six,  291b.  ;  Mr.  Kerr,  Ardenaig,  and  Mr. 
Gavin,  Greenock,  sixteen,  101b  ;  Mr.  Collyr,  Beddington, 
Croydon,  eleven,  91b.;  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  Kinross,  and 
Mr.  Eoger,  Boreland,  ten,  6ib  :  Mr.  Portecus,  Noiwich, 
Conn.,  U.S.A.,  eighteen,  91b.  8:z. ;  Mr.  John  MacKay, 
Edinburgh,  fourteen,  13lb. ;  Mr.  Robt.  Duncm,  Edin- 
burgh, twenty,  1.31b. ;  Mr.  A.  Naughten,  Edinburgh, 
ehven,  91b.  8jz.  ;  Mr.  Ferguson,  Dundee,  eleven,  8 ib. — 
Robert  B.  Laing. 

Iioohness  (Poyeis  Hotel).— Fishing  from  Foyers 
Hotel  on  the  13tb,  Mr.  McGregor,  of  Dundee,  got  one  grilse, 
61b.,  and  one  trout  lib.  ;  Mr.  Walker,  of  Dundee,  nine 
trout,  4lb.  On  the  14  ;h  Mr.  McGregor,  ten  trout,  Olb. 
On  the  15th  Mr.  McGregor,  one  gri  se,  6|lb.,  and  another, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  Munro,  of  Inverness,  one  grilse,  4!b.,  and  four 
trout,  21b.  On  the  16th  Mr.  Robt rtson,  fourteen  trout, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Walker,  one  trout,  21b  On  tte  ITth  Mr. 
Walker,  fifteen  trout,  "Jib.— S.  Tilston. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Now  that  the  net  fishing, 
which  closes  to-day,  is  practicilly  over  a  fresh  impetus  will 
be  given  to  salmon  angling  noith  of  the  border.  The  Dee 
has  been  in  fine  fettle  during  the  past  week,  and  a  good 
few  fish  ruining,  but  owing  to  the  counter  attraction  of 
the  moors  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  river.  The  spell 
of  dry  weather  was  broken  to-day  (Wednesdaj),  and  a 
perfect  huriicane  accompanied  by  drenching  showers  has 
been  experienced  since  early  morning.  This  is  all  in 
favour  of  an  early  run  of  autumn  fish.    The  Duchess  of 
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Fife  has  not  dono  much  salmon  angling  ti  ice  her  advent,  at 
Mar  Lndge,  ohitfly  on  aco mut  of  the  state  of  her  health. 
The  Q  leen  moves  h^r  Contt  from  Osborne  to  Balm^'ral 
next  week,  bat  it  will  be  well  into  October  before  the 
autumn  migration  ie  felt  in  force  so  far  inland  as  Balmoral. 
The  lessee  of  the  Glentana  fishiogs.  Mr.  Coates,  has  not  yet 
come  down,  bat  Mr.  Heaven,  ot  Pjrest-o'-Birse  Lodge,  is 
having  an  occasional  ca>t  in  the  Aboy  ne  waters.  On  the  Ban- 
chory Deveniok  and  tidal  reaches  of  the  Dee  good  baskets 
of  fionock  are  the  order  of  the  day  with  every  tide. 
The  Don  has  been  yielding  wonders  to  the  netters, 
comparatively  speaking,  and  now  that  the  nets  are  cff 
anglers  will  have  free  scope  if  only  suffioient  volume  of 
water  comes  away  to  keep  fish  moving.  Last  week  thirty 
aalmon  and  six  grilss  were  taken  from  the  Crnives  alone- 
more  in  one  wetk  than  what  has  been  got  in  a  whole 
season  from  the  same  pool  for  the  past  half 
dozen  years  back.  But  the  Don  has  been  gradually 
improving  ever  since  the  Crnzot  works  at  Dyce  were,  by 
the  gen-rous  action  of  Mr.  Mofatt,  of  the  G.N.  of 
Scotland  Railway,  put  a  stop  to,  and  the  injury  from 
pollution  thus  lessened.  On  the  tidal  reaches  good  baskets 
of  finnock  have  been  creeled  by  Messrs.  Beattie,  Walace 
Tower,  Aberdeen,  and  Smith,  Bridge  of  Don.  On  the 
Tthan  tidal  Mr.  Ritchie's  gu?8ts  continue  to  enjoy  the 
best  of  sport  when  the  tides  and  weather  are  favourable. 
Among  others  fishing  from  the  Udny  Arms  may  be 
mentioned  Surgeon-Gen.  Colvin  Smith,  C.B.,  Mr. 
Scott,  Penrith,  Mr.  Lumsden,  Balmedie,  Mr  McLeod, 
Tillery,  Mr.  Gratam,  Surrey,  &c.— G.  M. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)  — 
On  Aug.  14,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vowell  (London),  Messrs. 
Campbell  (Nairn),  Messrs.  Ainsworth  (Freshtield),  and 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Hey  worth  (London),  had  baskets  of  nice 
trout  on  Lochs  Shin,  Gorm,  Griam,  and  Merkland.  On 
16th  and  16th,  sport  was  not  quite  so  good  owing  to  bright 
weather.    On  17th,  Dr.  Hallowes,  Maidstone,  and  some 
London  anglers  made  nice  baskets  on  Loch  Shin.  On 
Monday,  thb  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vowell,  London,  got 
twenty  trout,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Bardswell  and  Ainsworth, 
Freshfield,  fourteen,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Gray,  on  Loch  Gorm, 
three  and  a  half  dozen,  121b  ;  Dr.  Hallowes,  Mr.  Hall 
and  Mr.  Scott  also  made  good  taskets.— B.  ' 
_  Sou  h  of  Sco  )and —Angling  has  been  very  poor 
indeed  in  the  Border  livers  of  the  Solway,  as  als")  in 
Ayrshire,  since  last  week's  report.    There  has  been  con- 
tuiual  thunder  and  lightning  storms  over  the  district, 
accompanied  with  hoavy  rains,  consf qusntly  the  rivers 
have  bcpn  in  semi-flood.    Last  night,  and  agdin  this 
morning  (Wednesday),  heavy  downpours  c  courred,  and  the 
rivers  are  now  rising  tbi3  evening.    Incoming  tish  have 
kept  oa  the  move  up  the  rivers,  and  have  not  resttd  in  the 
usual  pools     Herling  fisbiag  is  past  the  best,  and  if  there 
IS  not  a  epell  of  fine  weather  from  now  to  tbe  middla  of 
September  herling  fishing  maybe  considered  at  an  end. 
In  the  ccurse  (  f  a  fortnight  anglers  will  be  looking  over 
their  salmon  flies  and  tackle,  as  the  Solway  will  close  its 
netting  season  on  the  night  of  Sept.  10.    There  was  a  fine 
run  of  autumn  salmon  in  the  nets  at  Annan  on  Monday, 
and  all  the  different  fisheries  had  good  takes  of  beautiful 
fish  up  to  20jb.    Nothing  further  has  transpired  with 
regard  to  the  intimation  from  the  Fishery  Board  to  the 
fishermen  of  the  drift  nets  as  to  their  bsing  proceeded 
against  for  wbammeling  for  salmon.    There  is  every  pro- 
bability that  a  test  case  will  be  taken  up  by  the  Fishery 
Board.     Quite    recently  Sir    Herbert  Maxwell  wrote 
in  reply  to  a  correspondent  in  the  Field,  iha.t  the  drift 
nets  of  the  Solway  were  exactly  the  same  as  those  in  the 
Tay,  pronounced  by  the  Huuse  of  Lords  to  be  an  illegal 
form  of  netting  salmon.    Ever  since  drift  netting  com- 
meuced  rn  the  S  .Iway,  salmon  have  had  little  chance  of 
getting  near  the  rivers,  as  the  drift  nets  are  spread  over 
the  channel  at  low  water  and  salmon  and  grilse  are 
intercepted  by  these  nets.    Again,  when  tbe  tides  are  full 
the  multitude  of  stake  nets  on  the  Scotch  side  take  the 
bsh  aa  they  come  inshore.    To  look  on,  from  a  epfocator's 
poiLt  of  view,  one  wonders  how  any  fish  can  escape  to  the 
iiverp  when  all  these  different  nets  are  in  full  operation 
from  Monday  morning  to  Saturday  night !  The  fo  lowing  is 
a  brief  account  of  the  angling  in  the  various  streams  of  the 
district.    The  Annan.— Excessively  poor  sport  has  been 
the  rule  on  this  river.    In  the  lower  reaches  it  has  taken 
hard  fashing  to  get  two  brace  of  herJiog  in  a  day,  using 
alternately  fly  and  worm.    The  river  has  never  been  in 
order  for  fishing  this  week.    Heavy  rains  fell  on  Sunday 
and  Monday.     Tuesday  was  fine    until    the  evening 
when  another  thunderstorm  came  on  with  heavy  rain 
This  morning  there  was  another  downpour,  which  caused 
the  water  to  rise  by  the  afternoon,  and  there  will  probably 
be  a  discoloured  river  in  the  morning.    In  the  middle 
reaches  at  Castlemilk  a  few  herling  have  been  taken  but 
the  Dinwoodie  water  gave  little  or  no  sport  this  week. 
Mount  Annan  and  Hoddom  Castle  waters  have  also  been 
disippointing.  The  NiTH.-Fairly  good  creels  were  taken 
in  the  higher  reaches  of  this  river.    In  the  Sanquhar  and 
mighbounng  waters  a  number  of  sea  trout  were  taken 
chiefly  with  worm  bait.      Down  at  Eoterkin-foot  the 
catches  were  good  last  week-end,  and  lower  down,  at 
ihornhill,  the  sport  was  pretty  fair.    The  Mid-Nitihsdale 
AfS.  c  ation  waters  have  been  doing  well  all  the  season, 
especially  with  sea  trout.    Mr.  Hoare  had  good  sport  iil 
the  if  riar  s  Carse  portion  below  Auldgirth  by  spiniiog  the 
bilver  Devon  Minnow,  There  are  no  notes  of  the  sport  this 
week  frorn  other  private  waters  of  this  river.  Moderate 
bask.  ts  of  trout  have  been  captured  in  the  tributaries, 
viz.,  the  Clcden,  Cairn,  Enterkin,  &c.    The  yellow  trout 
are  now  tnllmg  off  in  condition,  and  pist  their  besc. 
Jj^^^G/'^^ov/AY  RiVERS.-Aogling  has  been  very  poor  in 
the  Gillo« ay  streams.    Tbe  waters  have  been  coutiLudly 
disturbed  with  heavy  rams  almost  daily,  and  trout  have 
not  been  in  the  taking  mood  this  week.   In  the  Dromore 
water  a  few  sea  trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods  lately.  The 
meet,  however,  has  not  been  fishing  well  this  season 


The  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  is  also  fishing  indifferently  at 
present.  Ayrshire.— Sport  has  been  very  poor  with  fly 
among  brown  ii  out.  Several  baskets  have  been  taken  with 
the  worm  bait  and  the  real  minnow.  A  fair  number  of 
vi.-<itors  have  been  out  on  the  Ayr. — Heatherbell 

Spsy  (Morayshire).— As  the  attention  of  sportsmen 
continues  to  be  confined  to  the  moors  compiratively  little 
has  been  done  on  the  water  since  Aug.  12.  From  the 
Knockando  House  water,  on  this  day  week,  Mr.  P«ne 
killed  a  salmon  of  131b.,  while  from  the  Eister  Elchies 
water,  on  Monday,  Sir  A.  L.  Smith  had  one  of  81b.,  and 
on  Friday  a  grilse  of  5  Jib. ;  Miss  M.  Smith  had  also  one  of 
lolb.  ;  Mrss  E.  Smith,  one  of  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Duncin 
fisherman,  two  of  7 Jib.  and  15 Jib.  Mr.  Lethbridge, 
from  the  Easter  Elcbies  water,  landed  two  of  24'b.  and 
15Jlb. ;  and  from  the  Cirron  water,  on  Wednesday  Mr 
Grant,  of  Wester  B  chies,  one  of  81b.  The  Revock  Lodge 
salmon  pool  (Ouiiimore)  was  netted  the  other  day,  and 
sevsnteen  fish  taken,  averaging  in  weight  from  61b.  to  201b. 
A  ferocious-looking  pike  was  among  the  number  —J  M 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  Aug,  13  Mr.  Crook- 
shank,  on  Loch  Craggie,  ten  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  K'ng  on 
Loch  Loyal,  seven  trout,  31b.  On  the  Uth,  Mr.  Crook- 
ehank,  on  Loch  Slam,  seventeen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  King 
on  Loch  Craggifl,  nine  trout,  31b. ;  Lord  and  Lady 
Lichfield,  on  tbe  Kyle,  nine  trout,  41b.  On  the  15th  Mr 
Crookshank,  on  the  Kyle,  four  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mutton,  on  Loch  Loyal,  nine  trout,  31b.  On  the  16th  Mr. 
^/'5<«shank,  on  the  Kyle,  five  trout,  41b.  On  the  17th, 
Mr.  Crookshank,  on  Kinlcch  river,  five  trout,  31b.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hutton,  on  Loch-na-haoon,  seven  trout;  Mr. 

i°?  Craggie,  five  trout,  41b. ;  The  Earl  of 

Lichtield  and  Lord  Anson,  on  Loch  Hope,  eleven  trout. 
On  the  isth.  Mr.  Crookshank,  on  Loch  Slam,  nine  trout, 
41b. ;  Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Craggie,  two  trout ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hutton,  on  Loch  Deirn,  eighteen  trout,  6ilb. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballina  (Imperial  and  Royal  Hotels  Private 
Waters).- FiahiGg  for  the  past  week  has  not  been  so 
good  ;  Mr.  Scroope  killed  a  few  fish.  There  are  very  few 
anglers  fishing  here  at  present,  consequently  a  short 
report.— The  Manager. 

Bann.— Since  last  report  there  has  been  very  little  done 
on  this  river  as  the  majority  of  the  anglers  have  left  for  a 
few  days  am-ng  the  grouse.  The  ttite  of  the  water  was 
all  that  could  be  desired  for  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
week,  but  as  I  write  a  small  flood  is  running  down  the 
tributaries  and  bringing  with  it  a  little  fldx-water  from  the 
mountainous  distrio-s,  but  this  will  not  afffct  anglitg  on 
tbe  Bann,  as  it  will  be  carried  off  at  once.  There  was  only 
one  angler  on  the  Kilrea  section  of  the  river  for  the  past 
few  days,  Mr.  F.  Dawson,  who  landed  two  salmon,  81b. 
and  91b.  each.- Daniel  O'Feb. 

B  .nn  (Toomebridge).— There  have  been  occasional 
showers  during  last  week.  The  water,  however,  has  fallen 
16in.  these  last  few  days.  The  fishing  prospic  s  have  b  en 
gloorny,  but,  despite  the  disadvantages  of  bad  weather 
and  high  water,  several  good  takes  have  been  landed. 
Several  visitors  from  the  O'Neill  Arms  had  fairly  good 
sport.  Mr.  Giles,  Harbour  Office,  Bolfast,  caught  four 
fish  totalhng  about  6,b. ;  Mr.  P.  McKinless  killed  about 
1  J  i'L  '  brown  trout;  Dr.  Robertson,  London, 
landed  three  nice  specimens,  weighing  4lb. ;  Mr.  George 
Antrim,  got  a  couple  about  31b.;  Master  Val  Grant) 
Glasgow,  totalled  about  71b.  of  nice  trout  last  week.  The 
taking  flies  have  been  Woodcock,  Pheasant,  and  Hare's 
Ear.    River  steadily  falling  — Owen  Toal. 

Belfast  and  JJii,triut.— The  riv«rs  are  in  better 
condition,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  fldx  water  has  gone 
seawards  Fishing  the  Clady  on  Saturday,  Mr.  James 
Coulter  killed  thirty-five  trout  on  the  clear  water  worm 
and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Willie  Hunter,  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor 
Mr  Dick  M'Gee,  Mr.  J.  Coulter,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe 
killed  eighty  odd  trout  fishiogfrom  Ballymather  Bridge  to 
Clady  Bridge,  the  fish  running  from  Jib.  to  fib.,  killing  flies 
Hare  s  Ear,  nnged-up  Hare's  Bar,  Bluebottle,  Wick- 
ham  s  Fancy,  Red  Hackle,  and  Corncrake.  A  Scotch 
anghr,  Mr.  Gillis,  had  a  dozen  trout  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  river  same  day.  Angling  is  dull  on  the  Dams  and 
the  majority  of  the  (Jo.  Down  rivers,  plenty  of  white  trout 
is  up  the  Soimna,  Moneycarragh,  &c  —J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.— The  weather  having  got  more  favour- 
able,  sport  has  shown  much  improvement  on  all  the 
principal  waters,  though  the  records  are  much  below  those 
for  the  corresponding  times  in  former  years.  Suffioient 
ram  has  not  fallen,  but  more  appears  near  at  hand,  and 
sport  IS  likely  to  be  pretty  good  during  the  coming  week  if 
favourable  winds  or  breezes  be  in  evidence.— T  J  D 

East  Tyrone  Eivers.- The  Ballinderry  'had  run 
tine,  and  this,  with  flax  water,  sickened  both  salmon  and 
trout.  Some  trout  were  killed  by  pollution  in  the  river 
and  its  tributaries.  If  the  present  rainy  weather,  which 
set  in  on  Tuesday,  continues,  the  flax  water  will  soon  be 
cleared  out.  The  same  state  of  affairs  apply  to  the  Black- 
water. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (BaUyakannon  and  Belleek).— Bright,  hot 
weather  prevailed  during  the  past  week.  The  following 
are  the  particulars  :  Mr.  Joseph  Hone  landed  four  salmon 
during  the  past  week,  of  121b.,  lUb.,  8,h.,  and  71b  •  Mr 
A  M.  Munn  took  two  salmon,  of  lOib.  and  71b  •  Capt' 
Ellison  took  two  sa'mon,  of  211b.  and  71b.  ;  and  the  Rev" 
Win.  Verner  took  two  salmon,  of  211b.  and  81b.  •  and 
Major  Rameson,  one  salmon  of  71b.  At  time  of  w'riting 
ram  has  been  falling  heavily,  and  prospects  of  sport  are 
much  better  this  wenk,  and  the  river  is  keeping  in  good 
fi  hing  order.— M.  Roran  and  Sons. 

©al-way  Rivers.— Since  last  report  of  a  fortnight  ago 
salmon  fashing  was  not  so  good,  owing  to  the  very  variable 
weather ;  but  this  week  there  was  an  improvement  and  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  fish  taken.  Although  a  large 
number  of  salmon  passed  up  the  river  to  the  lough  there 
IS  yet  a  good  head  in  the  stands  belonging  to  the  fishery 


White  trout  ran  steadily  for  some  time  to  Clare  Galway 
river,  and  a  few  respectable  bags  were  made  lately.  There 
is  not  much  to  report  from  the  Owenriff,  Spiddle,  Robe, 
&o.— J.  A.  B. 

Kerr>  Rivers.— Some  rain  has  fallen,  but  not  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  materially  affect  the  volume  of  any 
water.  Sport  has  improved,  nevertheless,  as  the  weather 
is  now  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  if  the  rivers  were  in 
suffioient  volume,  good  sport  should  be  had.  The  prospects 
for  the  next  few  days  are  much  improved. — T.  J,  D. 

Ki  larney, — Sport  is  improving,  as  the  weather  is  now 
more  favourable.  On  the  Laune  several  nice  salmon 
were  had  of  the  usual  weights,  and  brown  trout  rose  well 
on  the  lakes,  where  anglers  had  good  baskets  of  them 
during  the  last  few  days.  On  Lough  Qaittane  brown  trout 
gave  generally  good  sport,  but  the  tish  of  this  water  run 
small.  Very  little  doing  at  salmon  or  trout  at  Glencarand 
Glenbeigh.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much 
better.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Conn  (Gortnorabbey  Hotel),  Mayo.— 
Pike  arid  trout  fishers  have  had  very  good  sport  on  the 
lough  for  the  pist  fortnight.  Mr.  Hayes,  in  twelve  days, 
killed  nineteen  pike,  the  largest  weighing  271b.,  the 
smallest  lUb. ;  he  also  made  some  nice  baskets  of  trout, 
the  largest  weighing  4JIb.  Mr.  Soott,  on  the  20th,  killed 
four  pike,  the  largest  23  ib. ;  he  had  also  some  nice  baskets 
of  trout.  Mr.  Biggar,  on  the  same  date,  killed  three  pike, 
the  largest  weighing  181b. ;  Mr.  Carylon,  two  pike, 
weighing  141b.  and  121b.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport. — Manager. 

Iiougli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
IS  not  showing  much  improvement,  though  the  weather 
has  got  more  favourable.  The  takes  of  Eei  trout  had 
since  last  report  ranged  from  nine  downwards,  but  many 
anglers  out  did  little  or  nothing.  Brown  trout  are  rising 
batter,  but  have  not  furnished  anything  like  the  usual 
sport.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Bona  had  a  salmon  of  9Jlb. 
This  was  the  only  salmon  had,  to  my  knowledge  during 
the  week.— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  mask,  Corrib,  and  Na-Pough.— Fishing 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbar,  co.  Galway,  has  been 
very  good  since  last  report.  Mr.  Brown,  to  his  own  rod, 
on  Aug.  20,  got  191b.  trout,  largest  6Jlb.  Mr.  McVair  got 
also  large  basket,  and  other  anglers  are  doing  well. 
Master  MoVair  lost  a  monster  pike  after  a  play  of  half  an 
hour,  supposed  to  be  over  401b.  Water  in  grand  oon- 
ditim,  and  weather  favourable. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  IXEelvln. — Trouting  has  much  improved  within 
the  past  few  days,  and  now  that  some  rain  has  fallen  the 
gillaroo  trout  will  be  well  on  the  rise.  Mr.  P.  Kane 
landed  a  nice  brown  trout  of  4|,b.,  trolling,  on  Aug.  18, 
and  Mr.  J.  Wren  took  fourteen  gillaroo  and  brown  trout 
on  Aug.  17  weighing  9Jlb.  Some  fair  catches  of  trout 
were  also  made  by  anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Kinlough, 
Bdllyshannon,  &c.,  during  the  past  week.  At  time  of 
writing  sport  is  much  better  amongst  the  trout  on  the 
lake. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — Pullea  fishing  is  by  no  means  as  good 
as  it  was,  and  tne  best  part  of  the  season,  indeed,  is  over. 
Salmon  and  trout  netting  legally  terminated  on  Aug.  19, 
but,  of  course,  the  fishers  will  take  them  as  usual,  and 
from  January  to  December,  for  that  matter.  However, 
illegal  fishing  is  not  so  bad  as  it  was  some  time  ago.  The 
law  prohibiting^  netting  for  any  fish  in  the  lough  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  any  of  the  rivers  entering  it  is  being 
rigid  y  enforced,  and  this  is  bound  to  have  a  good  effect  on 
trouting  on  the  Maine,  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  Black  water, 
Sixmile,  &c.— J.  A.  B. 

Monrne  (Wewtonstewait,  oo.  Tyrone).- Dp  till 
Wednesday  the  Mourne  was  rather  low,  but  the  rain  of 
Tuesday  raited  it,  and  took  away  almost  the  last  remnants 
of  flax  water.  Salmon  fishing  was  not  so  good  previous 
to  Wednesday,  the  river  being  low  and  clear.  Mr.  Fuller 
killed  four  fish,  9Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.,  and  5Jlb. ;  J.  Donnell, 
one  grilee,  4Jlb  ;  Mr.  Walsh,  three,  7flb  ,  71b.,  and  41b  ; 
Major  Laurence,  two,  7jb.  and  61b.— all  clean  run  fish. 
Tue  previous  week  Mr.  Dobson  killed  eight  fish,  101b., 
8Ib.,  71b.,  and  61b.,  and  four  of  51b.  each  ;  John  Sweeney, 
one.  81b. ;  Tom  M'Colgan,  four,  71b.,  61b.,  61b.,  and  61b. ; 
Major  Laurence,  two,  81b.  and  71b.  !  J.  Harkin,  two,  81b. 
and  71b  ;  Mr.  Harty,  two,  61b.  each ;  Mr.  Walsh,  two, 
61b.  each.  The  weather  continues  rainy  to- day  ( Wednes- 
day).—J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Maj  o).— Weather  against  angling.  Mr.  Thompson,  five 
grilse,  331b. ;  Mr.  Bays,  four  grilse,  231b. ;  Mr.  C.  Roades, 
three  grilse,  191b. ;  Mr.  Walker,  two  grilse,  91b. ;  Mr.  F. 
Warren,  three  grilse,  211b. ;  Mr.  Scroop,  five  grilse,  321b. 
Sea  trout  anglers  doing  well.  Mr.  Banks,  Mr.  Bassy,  and 
Mr.  Black  are  getting  a  few  trout  on  loughs ;  also  a  good 
many  pike,  largest  321b.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— A  return 
to  wild  and  wet  weather  has  again  interfered  with  sport 
this  week.  Amongst  our  English  visitors  this  week  are 
Dr.  M.  Scales  and  Dr.  George  Elliott.  Dr.  Scales  has 
landed  on  the  lake  a  pike  weighing  26ib.,  and  which 
afforded  him  grand  play  for  twenty-five  minutes.  The  fish 
has  been  sent  to  Williams,  naturalist,  Dublin,  to  be  set 
up.  Mr.  A.  W,  Gotham  (Springfield,  Prescot)  and  party 
(eleven)  have  arrived  here  for  the  fishing.  His  sm,  Mr, 
Bertram  W.  Gotham,  killed  a  very  bright  grilse  of  61b.  on 
Tuesday.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (CaBtleconnell).— We  have  had  some  rain 
lately,  but  the  river  is  gradually  falling  after  the  recent 
floods.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  C.  Fane  killed,  Aug.  14,  two 
peal,  41b.  and  4ilb.  On  the  same  fishery,  Mr.  Bernard 
Hamilton  killed,  17th,  two  peal,  61b.  and  81b.  ;  20th,  one 
peal,  31b.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed,  15th,  one 
peal,  4lb.;  20bh,  one  peal,  2Jlb.  On  Newgarden,  the 
fishermen  killed,  17th,  one  peal,  71b.  On  the  Castle 
fishery.  Major  Whitaker  killed,  15th,  one  peal,  6ilb.— 
John  Enbight  and  Son, 
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Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
is  iuiproviog  on  the  above  vraters,  as  the  weather  is  now 
pretty  favourable,  and  nice  breezes  are  in  evidence  every 
day.  _  The  great  heat,  too,  has  departed,  and  the  fish  are 
now  in  a  better  rising  mood.  The  best  baeket  of  sea  tront 
had  last  week  was  one  of  tight  fish,  and  the  best  take  of 
brown  trout  three  doz°n.  The  outlook  for  the  coming 
week  appears  go^d  at  time  of  writing;,  as  rain  is  falling, 
and  is  likely  to  continue  for  a  time. — T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

BallimkcUigfS; — Sport  is  once  more  good  at  various 
fish,  piiiicipally  gurnard,  pollack,  and  whiting.  On  Satur- 
day four  anglers  caught  175  fish  in  four  hours  in  the 
evening,  and  another  party  of  five  had  213,  principally 
gurnard  and  wtiting.  Weather  now  very  favourable,  and 
all  fish  usually  taken  at  this  season  numerous. — T.  J,  D. 

Ball^cotton. — Sport  has  been  fair  at  various  fish,  but 
only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  at  odd  times.  The  best 
sport  was  had  in  the  late  evenings.  Weather  overcast, 
and  sea  very  calm.    Protp'cts  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Bitltimore. — Sea  anglers  have  not  been  out  often  since 
last  report.  Sport  has  not  been  good,  but  is  improving. 
Weather  just  the  thing  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Brigliton. — We  have  had  grand  summer  weather  and 
calm  seas  during  the  past  week,  and  numbers  of  boat 
anglers  have  been  off.  Catches  chiefly  confined  to  plaice, 
dabs,  pout,  whiting,  and  weavers.  To-day  (22Dd)  we 
have  had  about  half  a  gale  from  the  west,  and  a  rough 
sea. — H. 

Darrynia,iie  (Co.  Kerry).— Sea  angling  is  now  giving 
generally  good  sport  at  and  around  this  station.  Pollack 
are  very  numerous,  and  herrings  are  aronnd  in  vast  shoals, 
but  have  not  been  angled  for.  Bottom  fishers  at  Cooma- 
conclane  have  had  good  takes  of  gurnard  and  bream  since 
Saturday ;  rock  fishers  doing  well  along  the  coast. — 
T.  J.  ID. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Recent  pier  catches  have  scarcely 
been  worth  recording,  but  several  boating  parties  have 
done  well.  Mr.  Waddell  had  four  codling  and  a  plaice  on 
Aug.  19 ;  Mr.  Brown,  three  codlings ;  Mr.  Key,  six 
pouting  and  a  dab;  and  Mr.  Athow,  a  few  pouting,  these 
being  the  only  pier  anglers  on  that  day.  Messrs.  Ward, 
Nesbitt,  and  Jennings,  fishing  with  T.  iN'orris,  landed  one 
codling,  two  large  plaice,  one  conger,  and  a  half  score  of 
pouting.  _  M  onday's  pier  rodsters  could  ba  counted  by  the 
score,  chi>-fly  children,  but  sport  was  quite  at  a  discount. 
Messrs.  Wnite,  Hall,  Coopsr,  Leslie,  and  Oliver,  fishing 
with  Gr  Baker,  brought  ashore  eleven  score  and  twelve — 
the  biggest  catch  of  the  season.  Mr.  Sexton  and  Mr. 
Harding  landed  some  good  pollack  from  the  pier,  on 
Tuesday ;  as  also  did  Master  Darracott  and  Mr.  Roberts, 
but  bottom  fishing  proved  again  very  poor.  Mr.  Harding 
and  his  two  sons  also  took  twenty-four  pollack,  most  of 
them  upon  the  evening  tide.  Messrs.  Roberts,  Outram, 
and  Sexton,  fishing  with  J.  Cook,  landed  with  107  pouting, 
many  of  them  scaling  nearly  lib.  each.  Mr.  Ward  aod 
Mr.  Simmonds  also  had  a  mixed  bag  of  thirty-nine  fish, 
the  result  of  a  few  hours'  boat  fishing.  Mr.  Culley's  early 
morning  pier  catch,  on  Wednesday,  consisted  of  four 
codlings— small,  but  in  splendid  condition ;  Mr.  Turner 
and  Mr.  Strannock  taking  a  few  pollack  and  pouting, 
while  several  rods  made  no  return  whatever.— J, 
Richardson,  B.S.A.S. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  very  fine  of  late,  and  the 
water  smooth  as  glass,  and  scarcely  any  fish  but  pout  have 
been  landed,  and  they  mostly  from  the  wrecks.  However, 
to-day,  Wednesday,  fresh  breeze,  W.S.W.,  and  the  water 
in  better  condition.  One  local  fisherman  landed  from  the 
mud-bank  about  three-score  plaice,  and  the  generality  of 
them  ran  a  decent  size.  Should  the  weather  and  water 
keep  in  such  condition  in  all  orobabiliKv  there  will  be  fair 
sport. — Edwaed  Hanger,  Kenwyn,  North  Parade. 

Powey  (Corn-wall).— The  fishing  is  remarkably  good 
just  now;  pollack,  bream,  and  mackerel  are  very 
abundant  in  the  biy.  A  party  of  boat  anglers  caught  on 
Friday  last  (17ch)  thirty  large  pollack  and  a  lot  of  bream  ; 
and  as  to  mackerel,  catches  varied  during  last  week  from 
eight  to  thirty  dozen  per  boat. — H. 

Plymonth. — Fishermen  have  been  busy  all  through 
the  week  with  all  kinds  of  fishing.  We  have  not  had  so 
many  bass  at  the  Rame  and  Penlee  Point  for  years,  and 
it  seems  quite  like  old  times  to  see  the  line  of  fishermen 
dotted  about  on  the  rocks  spinning  fo.-  them  m  true 
salmonic  style ;  in  fact,  I  know  of  no  better  sport  than 
to  stand  close  to_  the  sea,  facing  the  Atlantic,  with  a  nice 
breeze,  and  casting  your  spinning  sand-eel  or  Piano 
Convex  Minnow,  with  the  aid  of  a  16ft.  spinning  rod, 
into  the  breakers.  A  gentleman,  last  week,  fishing  with  a 
sand-eel  at  the  end  of  his  cast,  and  a  White  Fly  for  a 
dropper,  hooked  two  bass,  one  about  81b.,  and  the  other 
151b. ;  he  managed  to  save  the  larger  one  which  was 
hooked  on  tae  sand-eel,  but  lost  the  one  on  the  dropper, 
which  broke  away.— William  Hearder,  B.S.A.S. 

Scarbo tough.— Good  sport  has  been  had  during  the 
past  week  by  boat  anglers.  There  are  plenty  of  silver 
whiting  in  the  bay,  and  mackerel  are  fairly  abundant 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  outer  pier — and  grand 
sport  they  give  on  salmon  tackle,  with  rod.  For  whiting, 
gurnard,  and  flitfish,  the  ordinary  chopstiok  line  is  used, 
baiting  with  lugworm  or  herring.  Thomas  Webster, 
boatman,  is  a  first-rat^e  man  to  go  with  if  you  want  good 
sport ;  he  is  an  old  hand,  and  knows  "  all  the  ropes,"  i.e., 
the  best  gronndg. — H. 

Waterville.— Sport  has  been  good  at  various  fish 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  is  showing  much  improve- 
ment at  time  of  writing.  Pollack  took  red  rubbers  very 
readily,  nd  as  many  as  twenty  were  hid  to  a  single  hand- 
Ime  by  a  y  ungegan  angler  on  Saturday.  Bream,  gurnard, 
and  whiting  are  very  numerous  in  the  small  bay  and 
aronnd  the  Hog  Head.  Bass  are  giving  better  sport  on 
the  Inney  estuary.— T.  J.  D, 


Jingling  '^ixtmes. 

Angrust  26.  """" 

Amicibl"  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Chertsey. 
B  -rmordsey  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Arun. 
Clapbam  Junction  :  Outing  to  Woking. 
Clifton :  Roviog  match. 
Collingwood  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 
Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
Edmonton  and  Tottenham  :  Match  at  Ware. 
Eldridge  :  Competition  at  Amberley. 
Hearts  of  Oak  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Original  Alexandra :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Royal  Oak  :  Lapssd  priza  outing. 
St.  John's  :  Annual  dinner. 
Stepney :  Roving  match. 
Sundial :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 
Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Harefield. 
Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
Walworth  Waltonians  :  Open  competition. 
West  Ham  :  Match  at  Waltham. 
White  Hart :  Pegged-down  match. 
"Wimbledon  Piscatorials  ;  Outing  to  Weybtidge. 
August  27. 
Good  Intent :  Annual   dinner  on  board  the 
Sovereign. 

Aug-ast  30, 

Duchess  :  Competition. 


Royal 


Sept. 


2. — Blenheim  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

2. — Burlington  :  Roving  competition. 

2.— Cambridge  Heath  Bros.  :  Match  at  Tonbridge. 

2. — Carlton  :  Match  at  West  Drayton. 

2.— Earlsfield :  Outing. 

2. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Annual  dinner  at  St.  Margaret's, 
2. — Mitre  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Horley. 
2. — Oglander :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 
2. — Spread  Eagle  :  Lapaed  crize  outing. 
2. — Stocksvell :  Outing  to  Pnlborough. 

2.  — Stratford :  Match. 

3.  — Admiral  Blake  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
3. — Hearts  of  Oik  :  Visit. 

5. — Pbcenix:  Visit. 

8.  — Lincoln  :  Benefit  concert. 

9.  — Elgin  :  Match  at  TJxbridge. 


3^cpotts  from  Clu&s 

We  teg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIK  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazstte,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 

Iii&t. — Will  Mr.  Herbert,  secretary  of  the  Islington 
Brothers  A.S.,  kindly  inform  us  through  the  F.  O.  the 
date  they  would  like  to  take  their  return  visit  ? — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  from  the  Prince 
of  Wales  donation  box,  .£1  lOa. ;  Queen's  Piscatorials, 
7s.  6J. ;  and  Mr.  Pithouse's  (late  Langley)  competition, 
£1  73.  6d.  (per  J.  Harris,  visiting  officer). — R.  Ghdrney. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  •  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction. — Our  match  at 
Shepperton  was  not  altogether  a  success,  only  two  prizes 
being  taken  :  Mr.  A.  Painter  first,  with  roach ;  Mr.  C. 
Smith  second,  with  perch.  Remaining  prizes  to  be  fished 
on  Aug.  26 ;  same  conditions. — Alf.  Painter. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Sociec,,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W.— Messrs.  Walters  and  Scedman  saved 
a  blank  by  weighing-in  roach  and  bream,  Mr.  Walters' 
show  being  the  beet  weighed-in  for  some  time.  Members 
please  attend  on  Monday  next  to  arrange  match  previous 
to  our  first  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  which 
takes  place  on  Sept.  3. — H.  Langton. 

AUason  United  Brotnerit'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel,  Uibridge-street,  Netting  Hill 
Gate,  W. — The  following  weighed-in  at  the  brake  outing 
competition  on  19bh  :  A.  Glaze,  perch ;  J.  Abbott,  dace  ; 
and  Messrs.  Prouten,  Chapman,  sen.,  and  Green,  each 
taking  a  prize,  Mr.  E.  B.  Head  had  a  nice  barbel  from  the 
Thames,  5Jlb.  Messrs.  Turner,  H.  Slack,  and  J. 
Si  mmonds  had  roach  from  the  Thames  ;  Mr.  Turner,  over 
51b.  of  roach,  largest  roach  close  on  lib.  2oz.  The  delegate 
report  was  passed.  We  have  elected  another  working 
member  (Mr.  A.  H.  Glover).  The  Rickmansworth  matcH 
continues  for  several  prizes  (same  boundary,  roving)  on 
26th.  Mr.  Wheeler  has  been  doing  execution  among  the 
fish  at  Ramsgate  way  with  rod  and  line.  He  has  had  over 
Jcwt.  of  mixed  fish,  viz  ,  pout,  plaice,  dabs,  bass,  and  two 
small  congers  up  to  3ib  each,  and  sampled  two  silver  eels 
and  a  couple  of  flounders.  The  harbour  and  Marina  is 
worth  a  visit  with  rod  and  line. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society-  Ouacu  aua  tiunsua,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — The  five  prizes  not 
won  on  Aug.  12  were  fished  ofi  at  Tonbridge,  on  Aug.  19. 
All  the  competitors  caught  fish.  The  followii  g  were  the 
winners:  J.  Utticg,  fiist;  C  Brandon,  second ;  W.  Hall, 
third;  J.  Chambers,  fourth;  J.  Butlin,  fifth.— J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square.  —  The  forty-sixth  annuil 
dinner  took  place  at  Mr.  Simpson's,  the  Arun  Hotel, 
Pnlborough,  on  the  19ch  inst.  Our  host  catered  for  us  in 
the  most  liberal  manner  possible,  the  viands  being  of  the 
best.    The  hostess  and  waiters  were  indefatigable  in 


their  attention  to  the  members.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcilf,  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  Norrey.  After 
the  cloth  WdS  removed  the  heaUh  of  th?  chairman,  vice- 
chairman,  host  and  hostess  was  h^ariily  prop  ised  and 
responded  to.  Any  society  looking  for  a  pictartrsqie  spot 
to  have  a  dinner  cannot  do  better  than  give  Mr.  Simpson 
a  trial,  this  being  the  third  successive  annual  dinner  we 
have  held  there. — C.  A.  M. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Aithur-street,  Battereea. — On  Aug.  2G  we  fish 
our  next  match  at  Chertsey,  from  Shepperton  Weir  to 
Layelam  Furry,  for  four  prizes ;  towpath  only,  jack 
barred ;  fishing  to  start  at  (  a.m.,  stop  at  G  p.m. — J.  R. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Ooainty.  Wool- 
paok,  Bermondsey-street. — There  was  a  fair  show  of 
fiah  on  the  trays  on  the  19th,  contributed  by  Messrs. 
Maclin,  J.  Smith,  and  Wigley.  On  the  22ud  itist.,  Mr. 
J.  Martin  weighed  in  a  capital  show  of  bream,  351b.  The 
competition  for  the  August  series  of  piix^s  will  be  fished 
on  the  26  ;h  in  the  river  Arun  ;  not  to  leave  London  until 
the  morLiog. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.B. — On  Aug.  19  several  members 
had  nice  shows  of  fish — several  roach  up  to  lib.  8oz.,  also 
good  bream.  Most  of  our  members  will  fish  at  Amberley 
on  Aug.  26. — J.  Wheelhol  se. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  HiU.— At  our  last  meeting 
Mr.  Arthur  Wiseman  was  proposed  as  a  working  member, 
to  be  elected  next  week.  We  are  slowly  but  surely 
increasing  our  numbers,  which  is  all  we  want  to  ensure 
success.  Amongst  those  who  weighed-in  last  week  Mr. 
Wilkins  heads  the  list  with  51b.  5oz,  of  roach.  Messrs. 
Weeks,  Wilson,  Pratt,  Chaplais,  Belton,  and  Dagworthy 
also  had  fish.— C.  Chaplais. 

BloomsburF  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C. — A  large  number  of 
members  were  out  on  Aug.  19,  but  were  in  most  cases 
unsuccessful,  the  following  only  weighing-in :  Jlr.  J. 
*Crew,  bream ;  and  Mr.  J.  Roach,  roach.  On  Aug.  22  Mr. 
F.  W.  Stocker  weighed-in  bream. — T.  Paternoster. 

Beetle  AngliUg  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — Now  that  the  neighbouring  waters  have 
steadied  down  after  the  recent  heavy  rains  the  members 
are  having  better  sport,  and  reports  to  hand  are  more 
encouraging,  as  Messrs.  Grundy,  Gilmore,  and  Brabin, 
fishing  the  Dee  on  16  h  inst.,  had  good  creels  of  roach  and 
dace,  as  also  Mr.  T.  Taylor  two  days  later.  Mr.  Hill  also 
reported  good  sport  at  Llangollen.  A  local  angler  has 
just  lauded  a  very  fine  bronze  carp,  6|lb,,  from  a  local 
pond,  which  he  has  presented  to  this  association,  who  are 
having  it  set  up  by  our  friend  B  li  Cox;  the  fish  is  a  very 
fine  specimen,  and  in  splendid  condition.  As  the  next 
quarterly  meeting  takes  place  on  the  4th  proximo,  and 
the  next  competition  will  be  held  in  the  Dee  on  the  6th, 
for  which  four  good  prizes  are  offered,  the  members  will 
have  a  busy  time  ;  and  it  is  hoped  as  many  members  as 
possible  will  attend  the  next  competition,  as  good  sport 
will  be  the  order  of  the  day. — T.  Jafxer. 

Bzunawiok  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— On  Aug.  19 
we  had  a  splendid  show  of  fish,  in  fact  the  best  of  the 
season,  four  members,  viz.,  Messrs.  Tucker,  Papworth, 
Parmenter,  and  Willcocks  weighing-in  over  601b.  of  bream 
between  them,  several  other  member.s  having  smaller 
takes.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  next  meeting  night 
to  arrange  an  outing.  We  enrolled  another  new  working 
member  last  week. — A.  Robertson. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  The  Burlington,  West- 
bourne  Park,  W. — We  have  a  roving  competition  on 
Sept.  2,  under  the  same  regulations  as  the  last.  Mr. 
Lamb  was  elected  a  member.  Mr.  Greenhill,  our  late 
president,  has  been  invalided  home  from  South  Africa. 
We  were  all  very  pleased  to  see  him ,  and  trust  he  will  soon 
be  thoroughly  restored  to  health.  The  next  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Aug.  29  at  9  p.m. — J.  W. 
Morgan. 

u«mtiridge  Heath  Broth «?n  AngU&g  Society, 

Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'c-road,  Cambridge- 
Heath,  N.E. — On  Sept.  2  we  have  a  pegged-down  match 
at  Tonbridge  (River  Medway)  for  eleven  prizes  ;  to  start 
fishing  at  9  a.m.  and  cease  6.30  p.m.,  and  show  fish  at 
No.  1  swim;  Messrs.  H.  Deverell  and  G.  Woodward  to 
act  as  stewatils  for  the  occasion.  There  was  a  champion 
show  of  fish  on  Aug.  19,  all  the  trays  being  full,  the  chief 
contributors  being  Mr.  H.  Smith,  Mr.  E  II.  Argent,  Mr. 
L.  Stephenson,  Mr.  R.  Nursey,  Mr.  C.  Hazard,  and  Mr. 
H  Everett,  with  roach,  Jace,  and  perch ;  Mr.  R. 
Anderson  had  roach,  perch,  and  jack;  Mr.  B.  Sawyer, 
jan.,  roach  and  breim  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Baines,  roach. — E.  11. 
Argent. 

i^amdeu  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  Aug.  19, 
Messrs.  Cook,  roach  and  dace,  lOib.  12o2. ;  Taylor,  roach 
and  dace,  61b.  4J  z. ;  Puller,  jack  and  roach,  41b.  ooz.  ; 
Painter,  from  the  old  Eye  Ball,  roach,  4!b. ;  Parker,  roach 
and  perch;  Brock,  roach  and  dace;  Goes,  bream;  S. 
Dykes,  dace  ;  W.  Andrews,  roach  ;  Elsley,  roach ;  Adams, 
perch;  and  Mann,  barbel,  made  up  another  show  well 
worth  looking  at.  Our  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.  list  was  not 
the  SUCC88S  we  should  have  wished,  nine  clubs  respcnding 
to  the  roll  call.  Members  are  requested  to  give  their 
names  in  for  the  outing  as  soon  as  possible,  as  we  are 
filling  np  fast.— R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  aociety,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W  —Tae  following  weighed-in  on 
Aug.  19  :  Messrs.  F.  Flight,  roach ;  W.  Hull,  roach  and 
perch ;  W.  Payers,  roach ;  W.  Yarham,  roach.  H. 
Fricbes  and  R.  Hacon  weighed-in  during  the  week. 
Please  cote  our  match  on  Sapt.  2  at  Cowley,  West  Dray- 
ton ;  leave  Westbourne  Park  by  8,13  or  any  train  after.— 
W.  B.  F. 
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ClfiDkam  Jnnotlon  An^Ung  Socii>«v  Thf> 
Clarnnos,  Winstanley-road,  Olaphom  Jnnotioc  8.  W.—  On 
the  19ch  inst.  Mr.  J.  Thorne  had  roach  and  dace,  and  J. 
Wilfoes  bream,  largest  bream  3lb  2  z  Meuibars  are 
requested  not  to  forget  our  cnting  to  Woking  on  the  26th 
insc.  Train  from  Clapham  Junciion  8.41 ;  r-turn  from 
Woking  8.62.  AU  to  cease  fishing  at  7,30.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  A&ffling  Society.  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common.  S?W.— On  Aug,  19  there  was 
a  good  show  of  fi^h  on  the  trays :  Mr.  G.  Bailey,  with 
41b.  lOoz.,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Chas.  McLachlan,  v/ith  3lb.  9oz. 
Messrs.  H.  Crowther,  Pearcp,  Chivers,  Bishop,  and  J. 
Passmore  also  weighed-in.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  Saptember  outing,— Hon. 
Sec. 

Ciiftin  Angling  Society,  The  Palmarston,  Clifton- 
road,  Peckham,  S.E,— We  have  our  first  outing  on 
Aug.  26.  Being  an  open  roving  match  a  good  show  of  fish 
is  anticipated.  All  fish  to  be  weighed-in  at  club-house  by 
10  p,m.— E.  C.  Addison. 

Colling-trood  Angling  gooiety.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelflon-square,  Blaokfriars-road,  S.E.— Oar  monthly  prize 
outing  will  be  fished  at  Hampton  Court;  Molesey  Lock 
to  Sunbury  Lock ;  tow-path.  Trains,  Waterloo,  7  30 
p.m.,  25th  inst. ;  return,  11.45  a.m.,  26th  inst.,  and  weigh- 
in  at  one  o'clock  same  day.  Otherwise,  usual  conditions. 
Followiog  members  had  fish  last  week  :  Messrs.  A.  Eisey, 
E.  Ball,  C.  Poole,  J.  Jarrett,  and  E.  Elsey.— P.  P.  Sorge. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre.  W.C.— On  Aug.  19  Mr.  Cutbush 
weighed-in  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  tench  (largest  dace, 
lOoz.) ;  Mr.  John  Massey  had  i*ek,  parch,  roach,  and 
tench.  A  special  meeting  has  been  called  for  Aug.  28, 
8.80  p.m.  sharp,  to  settle  very  important  business. — W.  M. 

Balaton  angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Aug.  19  a  few  members 
were  out,  most  of  them  not  liking  the  blight  water,  Mr. 
Pocock  saving  a  blank  with  some  very  fine  bream,  the 
largest  scaling  3ib.  12oz.  On  Aug.  21  short  attendance  ; 
some  special  items  were  disposed  of.  Will  members 
please  attend  on  the  28th,  to  arrange  another  outing  ? — 
S.  Malby. 

Dncliess  Angling  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E  — Our  August  competition  takes 
place  on  the  30ch.  Mr.  Montgomery  weighed-in  roaoh  and 
perch  on  the  19th.  Committee  thank  Mr.  Gocch  for  his 
kind  Gffer  of  a  piiza.— G.  K.  M. 

Eagle  Angling  Sooiety,  Red  Lion,  Tottenham.— 
Mr.  barlow  auring  the  last  few  days  weighed-in  upwards 
of  501b  of  roach,  many  of  them  going  over  lib.  ;  Mr.  F. 
Reed,  a  good  tike  of  barbel  at  Sonning,  largest  tish  8ib. ; 
Messrs.  G  and  C,  Langton,  several  good  takes  of  roach 
andpeich  ;  Mr.  Price,  fishing  at  Brandon  and  Mildenhall, 
upwards  of  sixty  roach  and  dace,  all  of  good  class  ;  Mr, 
Becket,  capital  sport  in  the  Lea  and  Cam  ;  Mr.  Holden, 
barbel  at  Kingston ;  Mr.  Miles,  some  very  good  roach 
from  St.  Margaret's;  Mr.  J.  Dver,  roach  and  dace  from 
Mildenhall.  Messrs.  Elder,  Suffell,  Collier,  Martin,  and 
Dyer  have  had  very  good  sport  at  Lsigh-on-Sea  with  the 
flounders,  which  are  now  coming  on,  and  getting  in  good 
condition.— J.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  outing  of  Aug.  19  was  not  a  great 
success.  The  next  is  fixed  for  Sept.  2 ;  place  to  be  fixed 
next  Tuesday.  Several  members  had  a  good  show  of  fish 
last  week,  Mr.  Keepin  weighing-in  a  good  catch  of  roach 
and  tench,  three  largest  tench  being  31b.  7|oz,,  31b.  6oz., 
and  31b.  2oz.;  Mr.  Marter,  a  nice  bream  of  31b.  14ioz. ; 
and  Mr.  Monk,  a  fine  basket  of  roach,  gross  weight 
81b.  9  )z.-E.  H  Lane. 

East  Dulwif'h  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich. — Oar  prize  outing  to  Broxbourne  resulted 
in  all  the  prizes  being  taken  with  the  exception  of  one. 
Perch  were  the  principal  fish  taken.  We  are  arranging 
another  outing  for  early  next  month. — E.  D, 

Edmonton  and  Totsenham  Angling  Society, 
Horse  Shoes,  Silver-street,  Edmonton. — On  Aug.  19  we 
had  another  fine  show  of  fish ,  all  our  trays  being  full. 
Two  members  had  a  good  thow  cf  bream  and  roach  from 
Huntingdon,  the  largest  roach  weighing  lib.  3jz.  Several 
members  weighed-in  from  the  Laa  and  had  a  good  show  of 
roach.  The  weighings-in  we  have  had  from  this  river 
give  promise  of  a  suooessful  season  for  the  Lea  anglers. 
We  have  had  several  fish  weighing  over  lib.  up  to  lib.  4oz. 
One  membsr  who  has  been  very  successful  aitribntes  his 
success  to  the  fact  that  he  makes  his  paste  of  Nevill's 
bread.  On  Tuesday  evening  we  made  two  more  new 
members,  and  also  presented  our  late  chairman,  Mr. 
Geo.  Letch,  with  a  roach  pole,  suitably  engraved  on  butt, 
as  a  slight  recompense  for  services  he  has  rendered  the 
club,  and  as  a  mark  of  esteem  from  the  members.  We 
fish  for  eight  prizes  on  Aug.  26 ;  roaming  match  between 
Ware  Bridge  and  Hertford  Town  Mill ;  towing  path  only, 
and  one  rod  allowed.  Fish  to  be  shown  at  6  30  o'clock,  at 
the  Victory,  corner  of  Ware  Bridge. — W.  Coppen. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W.— On  Aug.  19  Messrs. 
Bridge,  Love,  and  Billett  weighed-in,  the  latter  having  a 
roach  over  lib.  Our  next  match  takes  place  on  Sept.  9  in 
the  Shovel  Pound,  Uxbridge ;  towpath ;  one  rod  only 
allowed  ;  all  sizeable  fish  to  weigh. — G.  King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Sooiety,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham.— The  following  weighed-in  cn 
Aug.  19 :  Messrs.  Piieasey,  bream,  31b.  12oz. ;  Wells, 
roach  and  dace,  21b.  4oz. ;  and  Ashmora,  roach  and  dace, 
21b.  5i>z.—T.  Biggs. 

Forest  Gate  Fiacatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  Forest  Gate,  E.— Daring  the  holidays  the  following 
have  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Head,  specimen  roach,  lib.  13  )z. ; 
Mr.  Speer,  roaoh.  On  the  19i;h  inst.  Mr.  Head  weighed-in 
241b.  bream ;  and  Mr.  H.  Creeke,  201b.  bream  and  roach. 
-H.  F.  0. 


Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Nflwto>.,  Cnion-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  the 
19th  Messrs.  James,  Baily,  BUins,  Mowl,  and  Verity 
weighed-in  bream,  tench,  r.'ach,  and  perch  Members  can 
have  their  Red  Books  by  applying  to  Mr,  King.  Note  the 
close  time  for  perch  in  ail  Association's  waters,  from 
February  (last  day)  to  Aug.  1,— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  J,ntent  S-nftUns  ^ciesy,  The  uroiva.  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — There  was  some  good  class  roaoh  and 
bream  brought  in  on  the  19ih  by  Messrs.  Whitmore,  roaoh  ; 
Thompson,  bream  ;  Bromley,  roach ;  Loyd,  roach ;  and 
several  others.  Our  dinner  takes  place  on  Monday  next. 
— R.  Murphy. 

Greiii;  Yd,rniontIi  Fisoatorial  Society.— The 
last  of  the  preliminary  matches  for  the  Foulsham 
Challenge  Cup  was  fished  at  Potter  Heigham  on  Aug  16, 
some  twenty-two  members  taking  part  therein.  Although 
the  fish  had  been  fairly  on  the  feed  up  to  the  day  of  the 
match,  they  were  again  off  when  wanted.  The  catch  was 
very  small,  but  it  takes  a  skilled  angler  to  catch  fish  when 
thsy  are  sulky.  Messrs.  Balding,  Gallehawk,  Thompson, 
and  Harwood  were  successful  in  taking  the  prizes,  and 
obtaining  the  coveted  position  of  being  competitors  in  the 
eemi-final  for  the  cup.  Mr.  Samuel  Hassall  carried  out 
the  duties  of  umpire,  assisted  by  Mr.  Mason. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Morden  Arms, 
Circas-street,  Greenwich.  —  We  had  our  outing  to 
Wateringbury  on  Wednesday  last,  about  fifty  members 
and  friends  attending.  We  had  a  most  enjoyable  day, 
and  all  were  pleased,  especially  with  the  catering  of  our 
host,  Mr.  Neary,  who  ssrved  everything  in  the  best  style, 
giving  us  a  splendid  lunch  and  tea  in  two  saloons  provided 
by  the  railway  company.  Mr.  Freak  won  the  prize  with  a 
bream  of  lib.  lOoz  ,  none  of  the  others  taking  anything 
sizeable.  Daring  the  month  we  have  made  five  new  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Robinson  weighed-in  a  splendid  roaoh  of 
lib.  12oz.,  taken  near  St.  Albans,  and  has  invited 
members  to  fish  in  the  same  water. — J.  D, 

HareaauS  Angling  Sooiety,  Haroourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W. — We  only  had  a  few  bream  and 
roach  weighed-in  on  Aug.  19,  our  members  not  being 
successful  in  making  heavy  bjgs  litely.  We  are  trusting 
to  better  luck  later  on. — A.  E.  Pa?ne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Su uiscy,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane.  Betbnal  Green-roid.  —  On  Aug.  19  our 
members  were  out  and  met  with  a  blank.  On  Aug.  26  we 
go  to  Amberley ;  rove  in  boundary ;  start  fishing  at  9  30  ; 
leave  off  at  five  ;  show  fish  5  30,  at  Houghton  Inn.  Will 
those  club  members  who  took  five  of  our  pags  away  after 
our  members  pegging  out  learn  to  do  befter  in  fatura  ? 
On  Sept.  2  we  go  to  St.  Margaret's,  Pied  Bull,  Mr. 
Lynsell,  for  annual  dinner. — H.  Bagshaw. 

HighbuTy  Angling  Sooiety,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  flolloway,  N.— Mr.  Tom  Stone 
has  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  41b.  10  iz.,  and  a  tench  of 
lib  14Joz  ;  Mr.  8.  Stone,  roach  (up  to  lib  )  and  dace, 
Oib.  7ijz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood,  among  other  fish, 
secured  a  perch  of  lib.  3ioz.  from  the  clab  water.  Better 
results  are  looked  forward  to  shortly,  and  there  will  be  an 
interesting  subject  for  discussion  next  Wednesday,  when  we 
hope  members  will  make  a  good  muster.— E.  Wymer. 

Hounsfijld  Otters  Angling  Sooiety,  Gjlden  Lion, 
Lower  Edmonton. — We  fisued  a  roving  match  for  five 
prizes  at  St.  Margaret's  on  Aug.  19  with  the  following 
result:  Mr.  W.  Liddle,  first;  S.  E,  Jones,  seoand;  W. 
Jones,  third;  W.  Mogg,  fourth;  J.  Bartlett,  fifth. 
Considering  the  brightness  of  the  water,  we  had  a  very 
fair  show,  Mr.  Liddle  having  the  heaviest  iish— a  roaoh, 
lib.  2ioz.— W.  Mogg. 

Honnslow  and  Islewortb.  Fisoatorial  Sooiety, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow.— At  our  last 
meeting  Mr.  Turner  was  elected  a  member.  Very  few 
fish  were  reported,  Mr.  Brougham,  roach,  psroh.  and  a 
nice  chub,  being  the  most  suocassful.  Mr.  John  Morgan 
also  had  some  good  roach.  A  roaoh  competition  for  best 
dish  of  three  in  any  public  water  bar  the  Thames  will 
take  place  on  Sept.  2.  Ttiere  will  be  a  special  general 
meeting  on  Sept,  4,  when  I  hope  all  members  will 
endeavoar  to  be  present. — J.  M.  Brou(;ham. 

Hozton  Srotliers  Angling  Sooiety,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— Special  meeting 
of  Tuesday,  2l8t,  adjourned  until  Aug.  28,  when  I  trust 
all  members  will  try  to  put  in  an  appearance,  as  there  is 
some  very  special  business  to  attend  to.  On  Aug.  19, 
Mr.  Wiltshire  weighed-in  bream,  roaoh,  and  rudd  (a  nice 
show) ;  and  Mr.  McGrath,  perch.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islingtcn  Brothers  Aaglmg  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road.— Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in  on  Bank  Holiday  :  Mr.  Benny,  291b.  12oz. 
of  bream  and  roach  (heaviest  bream,  31b.  5Joz.) ;  Mr. 
Reves,  roach  ;  Mr.  Croker,  roach.  Also  on  the  7th,  Mr. 
Benny  weighed-in  31b.  5|3z.  roach.  On  the  12th,  Mr. 
Croker,  roach;  Mr,  Reves,  31b.  14Joz.  roach  and  dace; 
Mr.  Wilke,  roach  and  dace.  On  Aug.  19,  at  the  match  at 
Maldon  East,  which  was  well  attended,  the  winners  were 
as  follows:  J.  Croker,  first;  Mr.  Burwash,  second ;  Mr. 
Reeves,  third  ;  Mr.  Wilkes,  fourth  ;  all  with  roach.  We 
met  on  Tuesday,  but  so  few  members  were  present  that  no 
business  was  done.  I  hope  members  will  turn  cut  on 
Aug.  26th,  at  Mr.  A.  A.  Aldridge's  competition  at 
Amberley. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

isaak  Walton  AngUng  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B.  —  The 
members  will  compete  for  two  special  prizes  on  Aug.  26, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (priiate  waters  birred).  There  are  four  special 
monthly  pxh?B  to  be  fished  for  during  September.  Full 
particulars  and  conditions  cm  be  had  at  the  club-house. 
— H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Onr  match  on  Aug.  19  was  very 
successful,  all  prizes  being  taken  in  the  following  order  : 
Messrs,  Pass,  jun.,  Redington,  sen.,  Redington,  jun., 


Pass,  sen.,  Ronoe,  nnd  Mondy.  Messrs.  Wingfield,  Elliott, 
and  Smith  also  had  fish.  Having  important  business  next 
meeting  ninht,  will  memoers  attend  if  possible  ?—G. 
Bence. 

Junior  Fisoatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.B.— Our  outing  on  Aug.  19  was  a 
very  enj  >yable  one,  and  members  had  a  lot  of  sport,  but 
not  what  at  glers  wish  for,  the  majority  of  them  having  to 
cast  back  fish  taken,  being  under  tize  according  to  our 
rules.  W.  Baker  and  S.  Bellchambers  wtighed-in  roaoh, 
taking  first  and  second  prizes.  Curious  to  state,  both 
members  had  the  same  number  of  fish  and  coaled  exactly 
the  same  weight,  so  arranged  for  first  and  second.  Oar 
next  competition  will  be  a  roving  one,  and  in  September. 
Messrs.  Eley  and  Ellison,  fishing  at  Weybridge  on 
Aug.  21,  had  a  take  of  261b.,  the  beet  bream  Eoaling 
21b.  2oz  ,  and  the  best  barbel  3lb.  2Joz.— W.  Freeman. 

Eilnooln  Angling  Soqxcx^,  Metropouitu;,  yvic- 
ohester-street,  Pentonville-road,  N.— On  Aug.  19  the 
following  members  had  fish:  Messrs.  Cook,  roach, 
91b.  2oz. ;  Sjmes,  61b.  i^oz. ;  Brily,  51b.  12cz  ;  Stnrman, 
3lb.  13oz. ;  Cordwell,  Bigiis,  Chivers,  and  Hawkins  also 
having  roach,  perch,  and  dace.  Members  in  arrears  will 
oblige  by  attending  next  week,  quarterly  night.  A 
smoking  concert  will  take  placa  on  Sept.  3  for  the  benefit 
of  Mr.  Thompson. — Watling, 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — We  have  been  having  fine  fishing  weather, 
and  well  filled  creels  have  resulted.  Anglers  are  getting 
very  plentiful,  and  you  come  across  them  in  all  directions, 
and  if  they  continue  to  increase  in  the  same  ratio  aa 
during  the  last  twenty  years  it  will  be  a  conundrum  as 
to  where  they  will  findiwater  and  fish  to  meet  their  require- 
ments; if  the  Cheshire  Dee  were  to  be  closed,  or  even  the 
portions  of  it  which  are  within  a  convenient  distance  of 
Liverpool,  it  would  be  a  great  disaster.  Then  why  have 
anglers  not  more  gumption  than  kill  the  goose  which  lays 
the  golden  eggs  by  taking  short  cuts,  and  behaving  as  if 
the  land  and  water  were  their  own  ?  Coarteousness  and 
good  manners  cost  nothing. — R.  Wooli  all. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cloudesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Islington,  N.  —  We  had  a  good 
show  of  rudd  and  tench  by  the  members.  On  Sept.  2  we 
have  our  annual  outing  and  match  to  take  plaoa  at  Horley. 
Will  members  please  give  in  their  names  on  M  nday,  so 
that  we  can  arrange  for  dinner  and  prizes. — W.  Ingham. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Uotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  8.B.— On  Aug.  19  Mr. 
Chas.  Myers  weighed-in  lib.  IJoz.  roaoh  and  gudgeon, 
thereby  saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  Three  prizes  will 
be  angled  for  on  Sept.  2  at  Wateringbury,  all  to  go  and 
return  by  one  train  ;  two  rods  allowed,  bank  only.— 
H.  W.  MoEt;AN. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Sooletv,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  outing 
ai  St.  Margaret's  resulted  as  follows  :  Messrs.  B.  Preston, 
lib.  4Joz.,  roach;  George,  lib.  4ioz.,  roach;  J.  Davis, 
lib.  iuz.,  roach  ;  and  J.  Nagle,  7^  >z.  of  roaoh.  We  fish 
for  the  remaining  prize  on  Aug.  26  at  Maldon,  Beeleigh 
Bridge  to  Hoe  Mill ;  roaming.  Show  fish  on  Beeleigh 
Bridge  at  6  p.m. 

i'erseTeiance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  Stepney. — Several  or  the  members  were  out  on 
Aug.  12,  but  met  with  poor  success,  Mr.  Ben  Wilton  being 
the  only  member  weighing-in,  saving  us  a  blank  with  bream 
and  dace,  bream  weighing  nearly  7ilb.  On  Aug.  19  Mr. 
S.  Silverton  weighed-in  roach  and  daoe;  and  Mr.  W. 
Hodges,  carp  and  perch.  On  Aug.  22  we  made  a  new 
member.— W.  Russell. 

Fhoaniz  Angan^  dooiaty.  The  Tavistock.  Btibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.—On  Aug.  12,  Mr.  Milton  had  a  nice  lot 
of  roach.  On  Aug.  19,  Messrs.  Bouttler,  Meyer,  and 
Tayler  had  a  good  show  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Bouffler 
had  a  small  j  ick  on  his  roach  rod.  The  next  visit  on  the 
Clerkenwell  and  District  List  is  to  U3  on  Wednesday, 
Sept.  5.  This  will  be  our  first  concert  with  the  present 
landlord,  and  we  hope  for  a  good  attendance. — R.  C. 

Bo^al  George  <i^ngling  Society  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square.— On  Aug.  19  we  fished  our 
competition  at  Cookham,  and  the  prizes  were  taken  in  the 
order  named  :  Messrs.  Harris,  W.  Weedon,  Holder,  Pain, 
C.  Lewis,  Gibbons,  Speelmann,  and  H.  Lewis.  We  elected 
three  working  membars  last  week. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow,  E. — On  Aug.  19  we  fished  our  match 
at  Amberley,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  F.  Gardener, 
roach ;  J.  Stanley,  roach ;  A.  Barclay,  roach ;  Helle, 
roach;  R.  Walker,  dace;  the  above  members  failed  to  be 
at  The  Cricketers  in  time  (five  o'clock).  We  fish  for  all 
the  prizes  on  Aug.  26,  go  where  the  members  like. — 

F.  PiGNATELLI. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Sooiety,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 

road,  KenningtoE -cross. — The  following  members  weighed- 
in  some  nice  shows  of  fish  on  the  19th  inst,  :  Mr.  A. 
Brent,  roach,  tench,  bream ;  25th,  Mr.  E.  Beale,  chub, 
bream;  Donaldson,  sen.,  bream  ;  T.  Rosser,  perch,  bream ; 
Mr.  H.  Allan,  roach.  Will  members  please  to  attend  in 
force  to  arrange  for  the  September  teries  of  prizes? — 
J.  T.  Leighton. 

gilv«r  Trout  Angling  Society,  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Aug.  20  Mr, 
Woollon  weighed-in  bream,  21b.  12oz.  On  the  22nd,  Mr. 
J.  P.  Brown,  a  nice  trout,  21b.  2oz.  Members  not  having 
done  so,  kindly  attend  and  clear  books. — R.  Smith. 

Spread  Ejgle  Angling  Sccieiiy,  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — We  fish  Wraysbury  on  Sept.  2, 
roving  match  for  outstanding  prizes.  Farther  particulars 
to  be  had  at  the  club-house  on  Wednesday  next. — G. 
Edwards. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 

road.  Stepney. — The  following  finished  as  follows  in  our 
pegged-down  match  :  Grindrod,  1st ;  Tom  Bowling,  2nd ; 
Gerrard,  3rd;  Clapshaw,  4th  j  Rapley,  6th ;  C.  Bowling, 
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6ch.  Messrs.  Baehton  and  Jewson  weighed-in  a  fine  lot  of 
bream;  W.  Woodford,  roach.    Roving  match,  Aug.  26. 

Stookwell  Angllnqr  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — The  following  weighed-io  during  the 
week:  Meisrs.  Ejke,  81b.  13oz. ;  A.  Hall,  71b.  6.z  ;  W. 
Adams,  2ib.  ISoz. ;  Barker,  2lb.  4ioz. ;  W.  Shepherd, 
lib.  12cz. ;  Percy  Sbepherd,  21b.  12oz  ;  T.  Lucas,  lib.  13az. 
Will  members  please  attend  Tuesday  next  to  give  our  host, 
Mr.  Watts,  a  send-off,  as  he  is  retiring  into  private  life  ? 
An  outing  will  take  place  on  Sept.  2  at  Pulbarough  for 
four  money  prizes  ;  usual  conditions  ;  all  to  meet  at  Swan 
Bridge,  9  30.  On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a  visit  from 
Messrs.  Waikins  and  Hart  (Peckham  Bros.),  each  gcn;le> 
man  kindly  presenting  the  society  vfith  a  prize. — Thos. 
Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  B. — The  following  weighed-in 
roaob  and  bream  on  Aug.  19:  Mesais.  Rowbotham,  Hobbs, 
Grande,  Simmons,  Homphrejs,  and  Payne.  I  hope  mem- 
bara  will  attend  next  Tuesday,  to  arrange  prizes  and 
conditions  of  match  for  Sept.  2 — G.  A.  Payne. 

8nndial  Angiiag  soQiwy,  Wircisor  Castle,  King's- 
street.  Hammersmith. — Our  next  outing  take)  place  at 
King's  Lmgley  on  Aug.  26;  roving;  bank  only;  public 
waters ;  to  go  down  by  first  or  subsequent  train ;  cease 
fishing  6.30;  Mr.  King's  cup,  members'  subscription  cup, 
five  club  prizes,  and  two  private  prizes  to  fish  for.  During 
the  week  Mr.  Caitwright  weighed-in  121b.  bream  and 
roach ;  Mr  F.  Thorpe,  roach  and  dace.  Red  bDoks  can  be 
had  at  clubhouse. — C.  E.  Lock. 

United  Br  j1  her  a  Auglinff  Society.  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  the  19th  we  fished  a 
match  at  Yalding,  and  the  successful  competitors  were : 
Messrs.  B.  Skeates,  first,  and  a  given  prize ;  W.  Stephens, 
second,  and  a  given  priza;  F.  Beak,  third,  and  a  given 
prize;  W.  Drage,  fourth;  H.  Wanstall,  a  given  prize; 
H.  Freame,  a  given  prize ;  S.  Drage ;  H.  Fordham,  a 
given  prize;  J.  Steer  also  weighed-in. — F.  Beak. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Aug.  19  the  following  weight  d-in :  Messrs.  Austin,  roach 
and  dace  ;  Davis,  tench  ;  J.  Toothill,  roach.  Our  outing 
on  Aug  26  to  Harefield.— W.  H.  B. 

Waliiam  Qrem  and  Chelsea  Angling'  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— We  hid  a  very  good 
show  of  fish  on  Aug.  19,  Mr.  Templeman  weighiog-in  a 
specimen  barbel ;  Mr.  Kerry  and  Mr.  Harvey  also  nad  a 
nice  tray  each.  The  conditions  for  next  outing  to  Amberley 
will  hi  same  as  conditinns  governing  Bldridge  competition, 
and  no  tish  will  be  eligible  for  our  prizes  unless  weighed-ia 
for  Eldridge  competiiioti.  There  will  be  three  prizes— cash 
from  club  funds,  first ;  vice-president's  prize,  second  ;  and 
Ji  Bnsey,  Eiq.'s  prize,  third.— W.  W.  D. 

Waiworcn  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.B.— An 
open  CDmpetition  takes  place  on  Aug.  26,  for  three  prizes ; 
bank  or  puat.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  have  the  names  of 
members  not  yet  in  who  want  privilege  tickets  as  soon  as 
possible. — W.  Wrat. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HiUingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — Members  are  requested 
to  attend  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  28  ;h,  to  arrange 
September  competition. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Saciecy,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road.,  N. — At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  Davis  was  made 
a  member,  and  two  more  gentlemen  were  proposed.  At 
our  match  at  King's  Langley  on  Aug.  19,  the  prizes  were 
won  by  the  following :  Messrs.  Renn,  roach ;  Mercer, 
roach;  Heir,  roach ;  and  G.  Buteux, roach  and  dace.  The 
following  also  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Styman,  Haeler, 
F.  Buteux,  Lee,  and  Snead.  Messrs.  White,  Harmer,  and 
Harden  aUo  bad  fish.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance 
next  meeting,  as  the  guide  books  shoull  then  be  to  hand. 

Weat  J3,aia  Brotj&ers  Angling  Society.  Ooaoh 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  19ih,  and  the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs. 
Homer,  Pethurst,  Tyler,  J.  Newton,  sen.,  J.  Newton,  jan., 
Rason,  sen.,  Rdson,  jan..  Hall,  Kettunes,  Bowles,  Vale, 
and  Noden.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  our  match  at 
Waltham  Abbey  on  Aug.  26;  all  to  go  down  by  the  train 
that  leaves  Stratford  at  7.40  a.m. — R.  Lowtheb. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — The  first  cup  outing  will  come  off  on  Aug. 
26,  and  not  on  Sept.  2,  as  previously  arranged.  Reserved 
compartments  will  be  provided  in  the  usual  train  from 
Wimbledon,  and  the  weigh-in  will  be  at  8.15  p.m.  at  the 
Mitre,  Wey bridge.— Hon.  Sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Several  of  our 
members  booked  out,  with  good  results  :  J.  R.  Howcroft, 
a  splendid  show  of  perch  (largest  lib.  12az.),  chub  (largest 
41b.  2^02  ),  roach  and  roach-bream;  Mr.  F.  Cresswell, 
chub;  Mr.  W.  G.  Northam,  tench. — J.  Wensley. 


THE  TEES  FISHERY  BOARD. 
A  MEETING  was  held  at  Midalesbrough  on  Aug.  20. 
The  Right  Hon.  James  Lowther,  M.P.,  presided.  Tue 
financial  statement,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Dodds,  the 
secretary,  shotved  that  there  had  been  received  for  licences 
during  tue  present  jeartjdatu  £389  lOs.  6d.,  as  against 
£465  12j.  6d.  in  the  correspoudiug  part  of  last  year. 
Ttiere  was  a  balance  due  from  the  treasurer  to  the  board 
of  £216  19j.  6d  The  secretary  repor  ed  that  witb  Canon 
Tristram  He  had  attended  the  Sa  mun  FisQeries  Inquiry  in 
Londv^n,  and  j^iven  evidence  ou  several  points,  Tiie  com- 
paittee  reported  that  they  bad  met  tae^oard  of  inspectors 
in  reference  to  the  provision  of  a  hatchery  in  ttie  tribu- 
taries of  the  Tees.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  pollution  of  the  river  frcm  Blaokton  reservoir. 
Inspector  Weirs,  the  watcher,  reported  that  ova  to  the 
number  of  60,000  of  trout  received  from  the  Howietonn  I 
^bery,  and  hatched  at  Middleton-one-Row,  had  beeq  ' 


equally  distributed  at  four  different  places  in  the  river, 
and  1000  yearling  trout  had  been  placed  in  Thorpe  Beck 
by  the  Carlton  Iron  Company,  who  had  been  charged  with 
polluting  that  stream.  Mr.  T.  Helmer  moved  :  '|  That  in 
order  to  give  salmon  a  much  freer  run  up  the  river  than 
at  present,  tish  passes  bo  erected  at  the  Lendiogs  Mill 
below  Barnard  Castle,  or,  failing  this,  that  some  means  be 
adopted  to  enable  salmon  to  pass  freely  over  the  weirs  to 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  whic'a  at  present  they  are 
unable  to  do  unless  the  river  is  in  flood.  Mr.  Helmer 
urged  that  this  should  be  done  in  justice  to  the  fishery. 
It  some  beams  of  timber  were  laid  down  it  might  meet  the 
case.  Lord  Barnard  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  moved  that  Col.  Huggioson,  Mr.  Helmer, 
and  Aid.  Barron  form  a  special  committee  for  that 
purpose.  Canon  Tristram  seconded.  Mr.  Lingford 
brought  up  the  report  of  the  county  council  medicdl 
ofiioer  -on  the  pollution  of  the  Skerne  by  the  Darlington 
Sewage  Works.  Mr.  Hill  reported  that  water  obtained 
from  the  outfalls  was  turbid  and  brownish,  and  that  green 
growths  did  not  appear  in  the  bed  of  the  river  below  the 
same  as  above  the  uutfall.  There  was  sewage  fungi,  and 
a  sewage  smell  had  appeared.  He  thought  if  the  matter 
wf  la  left  in  the  hands  of  the  borough  surveyor  instead  of 
the  farm  tenant  there  would  be  great  improvement.  The 
qaestion  was  referred.  Lord  Barnard  moved  and  the 
chairman  seconded  a  vote  of  condolence  with  Col.  Wilson, 
of  Cliffe,  one  of  their  members,  on  the  Ines  of  his  promising 
sin  in  South  Africa. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


THE  ROD  AND  LINE. 
When  parting  mists  bespeak  the  dawn. 

And  softly  low  the  kine  ; 
When  wakes  the  south  wind's  gentle  gale. 
In  wooded  copse  and  tangled  vale, 

O,  up  with  rod  and  Hue  ! 

Haste  then  with  rod  and  line  1 

Now  darkly  looms  the  vap'ry  pool, 

Together  rod  and  line  ! 
The  baittd  hook  we  deftly  cast. 
And  bream  and  roach  are  landed  fast. 

They  twang,  the  rod  and  line  I 

Tne  trusty  rod  and  liue  ! 

Between  old  Ouee's  hoary  banks 

The  ice-hut!g  sedges  shine  ; 
Keen  from  the  north-east  smites  the  blast. 
Long  now  the  greedy  pike's  repast. 

O,  where's  tne  rod  and  line  ? 

Go,  bring  the  rod  and  line  ! 

Unfelt  the  winter,  damp  and  chill, 

Forgot  the  summer  ehiue. 
As  backward  flies  the  faugei  steel, 
And  whirrs  the  swift  revolving  reel, 

Ani  shake  the  rod  and  line  ! 

Yet  firm,  the  rod  and  line  ! 

O,  powerful  is  the  rich  man's  gold, 

And  sweet  the  flowing  wine  ! 
Wild  is  the  laoture  in  one  kiss 
From  Chloe's  lips — O,  world  of  bliss  ! 

Say  now,  the  rod  and  line  ? 

Yes,  still  the  rod  and  line  ! 

What  if  misfortune's  hapless  star 

Shall  hail  the  day's  decline. 
So  as  the  morrow's  dawn  reveals 
Some  prize  the  liqaid  depth  conceals  ? 

Driuk  lads,  "the  rod  and  line  "  ! 

0,  cheer  the  rod  and  line  ! 

The  logs  are  piled,  the  night  is  chill, 

The  teuopsst  stirs  the  pine  ; 
Strong  voices  mingle  with  the  storm, 
And  while  the  winter  night  forlorn 

With  tales  of  rod  and  line  ! 

True  tales  of  rod  and  line  !    Phil.  Sansom, 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

28,128.    Fishing.    Patentees  :  C.  A.  Bracklo  and  B. 

D|Ambrosio,  both  of  New  York,  U.S.A. 
Fiah-hooks  :  The  shank  of  the  hook  is  bent 
into  a  loop  and  into  a  spiral  spring.  The 
projecting  end  is  then  barbed  and  pulled  back 
against  the  spring  into  engagement  with  a 
loop.  When  a  fish  is  hooked  the  tension  on 
the  line  disengages  and  allows  the  barbed  end 
to  spring  back  and  further  secure  the  fish. 

28,224,  Fishing.  Patertees  :  F.  I.  Martin,  of  John- 
street  ;  W.  McK.  Jenne,  of  John-street ;  B.  B. 
Van  Dueaen,  of  Second-street ;  and  H.  W. 
Martin,  of  John-street,  all  in  Illion,  New 
York,  U.S.A.  Reels  and  winches,  rod  :  An 
improved  general  construction  is  described. 
The  drum  is  formed  with  ratchet  teeth 
engaged  by  a  detent,  which  is  released  when 
requ  r>-d  by  a  bar  slidicj  on  the  cover.  The 
out>-r  end  of  the  winding  spring  is  attach  d 
by  a  siiding  coupling  (to  prevent  breabag-)  to 
a  hook  un  the  s  reugih'-iiiiig  ring;  the  iuuer 
end  is  attached  to  a  »leeve  sc  ewed  on  the 
spool  arbor  and  secured  by  a  set  screw.  The 
brake  lever  is  pressed  against  the  adjustable 
stop  by  a  spring.  The  brake  plate  in  contact 
with  the  periphery  of  the  spool  is  pivoted  on  a 
spring  attached  to  the  lever,  which  spring 
^Ieo  acts  aa  a  line  guard. 


^offings  bp  if)e  ^ag. 


"  An  Oi.d  Man's  Holiday,"  by  the  "  Amateur 
Angler,"  author  of  "On  a  Sunshine  Holiday,"  "By 
Moadow  and  Stream,"  "Days  in  Dovedale,"  &o.  With 
16  illustrations,  foap.  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  net,  is  in  the 
press,  and  will  be  lublished  very  shortly.  A  special 
edition,  limited  to  250  cntji^'s,  for  England  and  America, 
is  being  printed  on  Ven  Gelder's  hand-made  paper.  The 
illustrations  in  this  edition  are  printed  on  thick  Japanese 
paper.   Price  6s.  net. 

From  a  glance  at  an  advance  proof,  I  find  that  the 
contents  will  consist  of  :  1.  Easter  Fly  Fishing  on  the 
Itchen ;  2.  The  Kodak  for  Anglers ;  3  Angling  that 
Preacheth  Patience  ;  4.  KtDgfishfrs,  Scarcity  oF ;  .j.  On 
the  Ithon,  Llai^driudod  Wella  ;  6.  The  BUn  Vallev  and 
Birmingham  Waterworks ;  7.  Grayling  Fishing  Under 
Difiieuliies  ;  8.  Spring  Rambles;  9,  10,  11  Our  Holiday 
in  Cornwall ;  12.  In  Pursuit  of  the  May  Fly  ;  The  Gander 
and  the  May  Fly;  13.  Fly  Fiahiognear  Scarborough  ;  The 
Forge  Valley  ;  14  Fly  Fishing  near  Scarborough  ;  Scalby 
Beck  ;  15.  Fisherman's  Luck  ;  16.  Animal's  of  To-day. 

 >♦♦■»<  

"  By  Meadow  and  Stream  "  is  my  favourite,  although 
all  the  books  by  the  A.  A.  are  charming  reading.  Anglers, 
non-anglers — in  fact,  everyone  would  be  interested,  nay, 
instructed  by  a  peraeal  of  this  well-printed  work.  It 
commences  with  "Chapter  I. — Boyhood"  '  and  you  are, 
nolens  rolens,  unconsciously  sharing  the  joys  and  sorrows 
of  the  author  through  a  long  life.  When  ordering  "  An 
Old  Man's  Holiday"  order  the  other  books  by  the  A. A. 
They  are  all  to  be  procured  from  Sampson  Low,  Maratom 
and  Co.  (Ltd.),  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
 >  »  »  *  < 

The  first  number  of  a  new  volume  of  that  "  best  of  all 
boys'  p  pers" — Chums,  was  ready  on  Aug  22.  The  price 
is  one  penny,  and  it  is  published  by  Cassell  and  Company. 
A  handsome  plate,  in  colours,  U  given  away  with  this 
number,  entitled  "  How  L  >rd  Roberts  Won  the  V.C." 
It  is  a  grand  number,  and  is  certain  to  maintain  its 
excellence. 


On  Aug.  22,  amongst  a  grand  catch  of  roach  and  perch, 
Mr.  W.  R<pley,  of  Devereox-conrt,  Strand,  landed  a  fine 
tench,  weighing  3:^lb  ,  on  finest  roach  tackle,  and  has  sent 
it  to  Messrs.  J.  Gillett  and  Son,  of  Fetter-lane,  for  preser- 
vation. It  was  a  short  but  very  thick  fish,  and  in  the 
pink  cf  perfection.  Its  length  was  17in.  and  girth  12^in. 
A  really  beautiful  specimen. 

 >»♦♦<  

A  BROTHER  Greshamite  sends  me  a  snapshot  taken  in 
St.  Petersburg  by  a  friend.  It  represents  a  young 
Russian  angler,  of  whom  the  snapshottist  says  :  "  I  enclcae 
a  photo  of  a  '  brother  of  the  angle,'  ih?  first  I  have  seen. 
The  policeman  in  the  background  has  his  eye  on  the 
camera."  The  "brother  of  the  angle  "  appears  to  have 
light  tackle,  and  a  small  bait  on.  From  the  picture  it  is 
hard  to  say  if  he  is  going  to  fish  in  the  train  track  or  else- 
where. 


I  HEAR  that  Mr.  Napper  (a  brother  Greshamite)  his 
been  having  some  good  sport  among  the  bream  at 
Hoddesdon  (Dobb's  Weir  Fishery).  He  landed  one  of 
61b.  4oz.  Mr.  Attwood,  of  the  Highbury  A  S,,  also 
captured  five  weighing  25Jlb.  Th(>ir  respective  weights 
were  51b.  13oz.,  51b.  5jz.,  51b.  4oz.,  4!b.  2oz  ,  and 
41b.  lOjz. 

 >  ♦  »  »  <  

I  READ  in  that  up-to-date  contemporary  (the  Dailij 
Express)  that  an  angling  enthusiast — abarr  ster — has  been 
seen  casting  on  the  grass  in  the  Temple  Gardens !  Well, 
what  about  it  ?  I  only  wish  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
"keep  rty  hand  in"  on  the  same  lovely  spot.  The 
amount  of  space  at  the  rear  of  "Drag  Mansion"  is  just 
about  enough  to  "  swing  a  cat."  It  is  no  j  )ke  to  turn  out 
at,  say,  4  30  in  the  morning,  and  walk  to  Clapham  Common 
for  a  cast.  But  this  gentleman  of  the  silk  was  a  little  bit 
upset  to  find  that  a  tame  Ipigeon  had  annexed  his  "  Jock 
Scott."  Poor  bird  !  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  has  been 
digested  by  this  time. 


Some  years  ago  I  formed  one  of  a  select  half  dozen  of 
enthusiasts  who  held  deputations  as  honorary  river 
keepers  under  the  Thames  C  ns^rvancy.  As  the  district 
to  which  we  belonged  was  badly  poached,  it  was  necessary 
to  keep  a  very  watchful  eye  on  puntsmen  and  bank  anglers 
alike.  Strange  to  say,  whenever  we  came  across  a  man 
with  fish  up  to  the  regulation  standard  he  invariably  dis- 
played an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  hye-liws  and  the 
table  of  legitimate  sizes,  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  his  fish 
were  andersized  his  ignorance  of  the  existence  of  such  a 
thing  as  the  bye-'aws  was  as  pronouiio-'d  as  was  his 
sorrow  at  having  unconEciously  been  guilty  of  contravening 
them. 


A  SOMEWHAT  similar  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  J  'hn  41'Loughlia,  of  Mnlliugar,  wLioti  is  siin.  t  d  in 
Irelaifd — the  o  >ont  y  where  tlie  po  atoes  c  me  fr,.m — has 
led  that  geutlema  I  t  •  take  a  somewiiftt.  i-xp-  ls  ve  lesson  in 
pracucil  lohthyolosy  I'  happened  that  a  l>ical  coiistab'e 
was  standing  outside  the  Multyfaruham  police  barracks 
admiring  the  sylvan  prospect  afforded  by  he  river  Gaine 
and  its  surroundings  of  meadow,  when  he  noticed  Mr. 
M'Loughlin  busy  with  a  hand-net  in  the  bed  of  the  stream. 
The  officer  was  not  on  duty,  so  with  commendable  prompti- 
tude he  remained  where  he  was,  and  sent  another  activg 
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and  intelligent  member  of  the  R.I.C.  to  interview  Mr. 
M  Loughlin.  Acoordinsr  to  the  story  told  by  the  latter  at 
Mnltylarnham  Petty  Sessions,  Mr.  M'Louahlia  was  cap- 
turiDg  email  tront.  Oq  the  part  of  tire  defence  it  was 
strongly  asserted  that  he  was  engaged  in  catching  stone 
loaches,  a  statement  which  was  refutf  d  by  the  police  wit- 
nesses, one  of  whom,  when  asked  if  he  knew  the  difference 
between  a  stone  loach  and  a  trout,  answered  in  the 
affirmstive.  and  fxokined  that  the  '-cullough,"  as  the 
stone  loach  is  called  in  Ireland,  "  had  a  head  like  a  frog." 

After  this  the  solicitor  f.>r  the  defence  put  in  the 
farther  plea  that  if  the  b-inch  t  lok  an  adwrgB  view  to 
his  own  he  roust  refer  tbstn  to  Sect  22  of  26  A-  27  Vict. 
Cap.  14,  whic*i  says  "  N  )r,hin?  in  this  Act  sh>ill  apply  to 
any  persi  n  who  shall  ci'-oh  salmon,  trout,  &<:.,  for  the 
purpose  of  propigation  or  science."  It  was,  he  contended 
fcran  emplnje  of  the  M.G  W.  Eailway  that  the  defen 
dants  wan  ed  these  fish,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
utilising  them  for  food  or  illegally. 

Unfortunately  the  bench  scr uted  the  scientific  plea, 
and  jnclincd  to  the  opinion  that  the  imaginary  gentleman 
at  the  Railway  wanted  them  for  "  the  scientific  purpose  of 
attracting  them  to  the  end  of  a  hook."  Their  worships 
also  addpd  insult  to  injury  by  requesting  Mr.  M'Loughlin 
to  hard  over  to  the  clerk  of  the  court  the  sum  of  £1 
sterhpg  with  another  f  I  as  costs,  a  third  of  which  would 
be  paid  to  the  informer.  If  the  difference  between  sfone 
loaches  and  young  barbel  had  been  in  dispute  I  could 
understand  a  mistake  being  made,  but  for  any  man,  and 
especially  a  professional  fisherman,  to  confound  stone 
loachfB  with  small  trout,  deserves  any  fine  that  he  may 
incur  through  his  lack  of  knowledge. 

 >♦ «  »  <  

Shakespear,  or  some  one  who  carried  on  business  as  a 
poet  and  litterateur,  has  told  us  in  so  many  words  that  the 
deeds  of  men  do  live  after  them.  The  truth  of  this  sage 
remark  has  just  been  proved  by  the  trouble  caused  on  the 
river  Bann,  in  Ireland,  by  a  charter  given  by  Charles  II., 
Tvho  has  been  dead  some  three  centuries,  and  is  still 
moribund,  to  the  Irish  society.  The  Bann,  it  appears, 
runs  by  the  grounds  of  one  Henry  Diamond,  of  Monegram 
who  naturally  concluded  that  he  had  the  right  to  fish  from 
his  own  premises,  and  acted  up  to  his  contention.  The 
Irish  Society  however  claim  a  several  fishery  on  the  part 
of  the  Bann.  and  accordingly  they  summoned  Mr. 
Diamond  to  the  Kilrea  Petty  Sessions,  and  the  matter 
■was  thrashed  out  in  a  somewhat  lengthy  hearing. 

 >  »  »  »  <  

Ultimately  it  was  decided  against  the  defendant,  who 
had  to  piy  a  nominal  fine  of  ten  shillings,  which  included 
costs.  It  must  certainly  be  annoying  to  a  man  after  he 
has  exercised  a  right,  as  Mr.  Diamond  had  for  several 
years  without  hindrance,  to  find  himself  hauled  before  the 
magistrates  charged  with  what  was  de  facto  a  criminal 
offence.  In  this  instance  there  was  no  suggestion  of 
illegal  fishing,  but  merely  an  infringement  of  rights 
enjoyed  by  other  persons.  At  the  same  time,  as  I 
previously  remarked,  it  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  prescience 
of  the  author  of  the  remark  anent  the  manner  in  which 
the  deeds  of  men  live  after  them.  The  deed  in  question 
was  evidently  very  much  alive,  in  spite  of  its  advanced  age 
and  the  death  of  its  donor. 


Mr,  E.  Collinson.  hon.  sec.  of  the  St.  Ives  A.8. 
writes:  "We  lost  the  Cromwell  Challenge  Cup  to 
Huntingdon.  Fishing  there  last  Thursday,  sixteen  com- 
petitors, one  roBch  13Jcz.  only,  taken  by  Mr.  Seaward,  of 
Huntingdon.  We  all  afterwards  dined  together  at  the 
Ceorge  Hotel,  onr  Huntingdon  friends  entertaining  us 
right  royally.  No  doubt  our  loss  will  be  their  gain,  for 
the  winning  of  this  beautiful  cup  ought  to  give  to  their 
society  such«an  impf-tus  that  they  ought  to  enrol  a  good 
number  of  new  members.  We  are  getting  some  excellent 
roach,  chub,  tench,  and  bream— not  many  of  the  latter, 
but  I  trust  when  our  river  gets  once  more  in  working 
order,  which  I  hope  it  will  do  by  the  end  of  next  week, 
we  shall  get  amongst  them.  L.  Finding,  Sergt.  H.  Brown, 
and  myself  got  some  very  nice  roach  last  evening  in  our 
staunch  heads,  and  early  in  the  morning  I  secured  one 
lib.  SJoz.  higher  upstream,  which  I  have  sent  up  to  Cooper 
and  Son  to  be  set  up.    Wheat  is  the  deadly  lure  yet." 


'  and  what  disease  was  she  suffering  from  ?  '  '  Well,  sir  ' 
replied  the  kind-hearted  old  medico,  anxious  to  save  hi's 
patient  s  reputation  as  far  as  possible,  '  Nil  nisi  bonmn  de 
morfuis  you  know.'  '  Poor  thing,'  answered  his  interro 
gator;  and  is  this  infectious,  doctor?'  My  correspon- 
dent, whose  name  is  well  known  to  readers  of  the  P  0 
vouches  for  the  truth  of  this  incident,  which  occurred  in 
his  presence. 


Dear  old  Patrick,  he  cannot  help  being  an  Irishman, 
and  when  he  was  aaked  to  join  the  big  excursion  to 
Boulogne  by  La  Marguerite  excused  himself  on  the 
ground  of  lack  of  time  H..«.ever,  he  altered  his  mind 
and  turned  upon  the  ship  full  of  apologies.  "  Bhajs," 
said  he,  you'll  plaze  to  excuse  me  o  <mm'  wid  ye  in  me 
wurrnking  clothes,  but  I  just  rushed  away  at  the  last 
momint,  and  even  now  there's  not  one  of  my  men  knows 
I  ve  come  barrin'  me  woife."  I  ought  to  have  gone  by 
this  excursion,  which  from  start  to  finish  was  a  grand 
success  and  very  great  fun. 

 >  »  »  »  <  

Mr.  Wilson,  the  agent  of  the  new  Palace  steamers  at 
bouthend,  asks  me  to  make  known  the  fact  that  he  is 
organising  a  special  trip  to  Ostend  and  back  on  Tuesday 
next,  Aug.  28,  and  wants  me  to  join  it.  For  those  who, 
like  the  late  lamented  Lord  Bateman,  wish  "  foreigh 
countries  for  to  go  see,"  this  seems  an  admirable  oppor- 
tunity. At  the  end  of  his  letter  Mr.  Wilson  says  :  "  You 
and  Charlie  Hussey  are  two  nice  boys  I  don't  think  ;  you 
ootne  and  see  me  and  then  publish  the  interview  in  the 
r.<!  It  has  been  a  standing  joke  against  me  ever  since, 
but  I  am  much  obliged  all  the  same  for  the  kind  way  in 
which  yon  wrote  of  our  steamer. 


The  Fisherman's  Story. 
He  sat  at  the  door  of  his  shanty, 

And  gave  his  whiskers  a  wipe. 
And  scanned  the  sea  for  a  moment, 

And  then  began  to  pipe  : 
"  'Twas  a  cold,  raw  day  last  winter. 

And  the  wind,  with  an  angry  roir, 
Rippad  everything  into  ribbons, 

And  pounded  the  dreary  shore. 
"  And  we  was  out  in  a  dory, 

Aohin'  with  hunger  and  cold. 
Till  we  all  seemed  shrunk  to  nothin' 

And,  g(  sh,  how  the  mad  sea  rolled  ! 
"  We  couldn't  land  in  the  billers 

Without  bein'  bittered  to  death  ; 
We  gasped  like  wolves  with  hunger 

As  the  nor'  wind  froze  our  breath. 
"  Then  suddenly  out  on  the  water 

There  bobbed  up  somethin'  black. 
While  all  on  us  looked  in  wonder — 

For  it  warn't  no  big  fish  back, 
"  Because  it  frizzled  and  sizzled, 

And  smoked  right  out  o'  the  wave, 
We  rowed  for  it,  all  on  us  frightened— 

Our  hunger  made  us  brave. 
"  We  soon  hauled  it  into  the  dory. 

And  what  do  you  think,  by  Jove  ? 
It  warn't  no  big  sea  monster. 

But  a  fine  little  kitchen  stove. 
"  The  pipe  was  a-stiokin'  upward, 

And  the  lids  was  on  in  linej 
And  we  warmed  ourselves  around  it, 

For  the  fire  was  goin'  fine. 

"  Then  stillness  fell  on  the  waters. 

And  the  big  str  rm  all  went  down  ; 
And  we  ate  from  the  pan  in  the  oven, 

The  turkey  nice  and  brown. 
And  then  he  said,  in  conclusion. 

With  an  awe-inspired  "  alas  !  " 
"  It  simply  beats  all  thunder 

Some  things  what  comes  to  pass." 

Overcome  by  his  great  emotion, 

He  gave  his  whiskers  a  wipe, 
And  lapsed  into  awful  silence 

While  he  pulled  away  on  hia  pipe. 

R.  K.  M.  in  the  8i 


"ARoACHiEof  Thirty-five  Years'  Experience"  asks 
if  a  take  of  eleven  roach  has  ever  been  known,  averaging 
IJlb.  (24cz  ).  Yes;  plenty.  I  think  it  was  about  two 
years  ago  that  a  gentlen  an  who  bad  been  fishing  the 
Hampshire  Avon  weighed -in  double  that  number,  nearly 
all  going  21b.  _  Still,  the  "  eleven  "  may  he  considered  to 
have  a  good  "  innings." 


"The  Mystic  Number  Seven,"  by  Annabel  Gray  is 
publisbed  by  Simptin  Marshall,  Hamilton,  Kent  and  Co 
(Limited). 

-     >  «  I  «  ( 

"  The  other  day,"  writes  a  correspondent,  "it  was  my 
unpleasant  duty  to  be  a  member  of  a  coroner's  jury  sworn 
to  enquire  into  the  caose  of  the  death  of  a  poor  woman 
who  had  fallen  frrm  a  window.  The  immediate  cause  of 
death  was  obviously  shock,  and  wiih  one  exception  the  jury 
were  content  to  stretch  a  pr  int,  and  return  a  verdict  of 
accidental  death.'  Not  so  the  exception,  who  was  one  of 
those  '  who  want  to  know,  you  know.'  He  severely  cross- 
examined  all  the  witnesses,  amongst  others  the  doctor— a 
genial  old  Scotchman— and  elicited  from  him  the  fact  that 
the  deceased  was  in  such  a  state  of  health  that,  even  if  the 
accident  had  not  occurred,  she  would  probably  have  lived 
osly  a  few  weeljs.    '  Indeed  doctor,'  says  Mr.  Inquisitive ; 


The  other  day  I  had  a  talk  with  a  friend  who  has  been 
staying  with  his  wife,  his  rod,  and  the  rest  of  his  family 
at  Souther,  d.  Sport,  he  tells  me,  has  been  fair,  and  will 
be  better ;  but  when  I  asked  him  if  he  had  been  to  the 
theatre,  he  said,  much  to  my  astonishment,  that  he  was 
not  aware  that  there  was  one.  I  always  think  that  the 
Empire  Theatre  at  Southend  is  one  of  the  prettiest  and 
best  managed  of  provincial  play-houses,  and  when  I  am 
m  the  neighbourhood  never  miss  a  chance  of  paying  it  a 
visit.    The  ever-green  "  Belle  of  New  York "  took  the 

flure  "  when  I  was  there  last.  This  week  "  The  Little 
Minister  "  is  being  played,  and  Mr.  Husaey  tells  me  he  is 
in  love  with  the  play,  and,  like  everyone  else  in  Southend, 
is  more  than  pleased  with  the  artistic  cleverness  of  Miss 
Trevelyan,  who  plays  Lady  Babbie,  and  the  rest  of  the 
talented  Haymarket  Company. 


It  cannot  be  too  widely  known  that  the  Empire  Theatre 
IS  open  all  the  j ear  round,  so  that  those  anglers  who  go 
flat  fishing  at  Southend  in  the  winter,  will  always  find  a 
pleasant  evening  there  after  the  day's  sport  is  over.  The 
proprietor,  Mr.  Councillor  Marlow  (whom  his  intimates 
call  "Fred,"  for  the  good  and  sufficient  reason  that  that 
IS  not  his  name),  is  a  good  sportsmen  and  a  good  fellow  all 
round,  an  1  J  should  not  be  greatly  surpised  to  hail  him 
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before  long  as  a  brother  B.S.A.S.  Anyway,  anglers 
always  receive  a  hearty  welcome  at  the  pretty  Empire 
J.  ii6&itpr6* 

— >  * » •  < — 

''..'^P'"  ^ell  let  IS  say,  "Van  Dieman's  Land  with 
Britain  s  enemies,"  was  the  toast  that  "  Truthful  Tommy  " 
gave  us  the  other  day.  "  Them  is  my  sentiments  likewise 
also,  and  I  was  very  pleased  to  see  that  in  a  cafe  at 
Antwerp  where  they  refused  to  serve  the  English,  that 
a  burly  Liverpnaiian  took  a  "brave  Beige,"  who  was 
hooting  him  aid  his  paity,  with  one  hand,  and  a 
heavy  water  bottle  with  the  other,  and  told  him  in 
words  that  admitted  of  no  misinterpretation  that  he  must 
rdise  the  glass  of  wine  before  him  and  drink  to  our  beloved 
Sovereign,  or  he  would  get  a  broken  bend  "Queen 
Victoria,  God  Bless  Her,"  was  the  toast  which  the  "  crave 
Beige  meekly  drank  to  save  his  wretched  skin,  and  they 
are  more  civil  to  Englishman  at  that  cafe  now.  If  that 
Liverpool  gentleman  comes  up  "  our  court "  I  can  promise 
him  that  "  the  boys  "  will  give  him  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
that  no  coercion  will  be  necessary  to  make  us  drink  the 
toast  that  he  and  we  love  so  well. 

 >  *  I  ♦  <  

"  The  story  of  a  curate's  dismissal  by  his  vicar  on  the 
ground  that  the  parish  needed  '  a  fast  bowler  with  a  break 
from  the  off,'"  says  Outlook,  "  may  safely  be  dismissed  as 
apocryphal,  since  no  curate  can  be  dismissed  without  the 
written  sanction  of  his  bishop.  And  in  these  days,  when 
the  demand  for  assistant  clergy  so  greatly  exceeds  the 
supply.  It  IS  curates  who  are  able  to  make  stipulations. 
For  instance,  there  was  a  weird  advertisement  in  the 
C  hurch  Times  a  few  weeks  ago  from  a  cleric  desiring 
work.  Of  his  '  views  '  nothing  was  said  ;  perhips  he  was 
not  particular  on  this  point.  But  he  insisted  that  there 
should  be  trout-fiahing  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  went  so 
far  as  to  add  '  brown  trout  preferred.'  It  would  be  in- 
teresting to  know  if  he  found  a  post,  and  if  so,  whether 
the  trout  proved  to  be  of  the  colour  he  desired." 

A  large  caterpillar,  4[n.  in  length  and  IJin.  round  the 
body,  was  found  in  a  garden  at  Frankfort-street,  Plymouth, 
recently.  Its  body  is  coloured  green  and  marked  with 
spots  and  stripes  of  violet  and  white.  It  has  a  peculiar 
horn,  and  appears  to  be  a  decidedly  exceptional  specimen. 
Dear,  oh  dear  !  I  wish  they  could  find  a  few  more.  Any. 
way,  they  should  not  be  returned,  for  they  are  sizeable  ! 


"  The  river  Blaokwater,  at  Braintree,  has  for  some  time 
past  been  polluted  by  waste  containing  black  dye  from  a 
crape  factory,  and  the  fish  have  nearly  all  been  poisoned. 
A  numerously  signed  memorial  on  the  subject  has  been 
submitted  to  Mr.  J.  N.  Paiman,  the  riparian  owner, 
asking  him  to  take  steps  for  the  remedying  of  the  evil. 
Bathers  are  said  to  suffer  a  good  deal  from  the  polluted 
state  of  the  river,  whilst  anglers  aver  that  the  fishing  is 
entirely  destroyed  for  several  miles  below  the  factory. 
The  district  council  has  mad6  representations  to  the  crape 
manufacturers  with  a  view  to  the  abatement  of  the 
nuisance,  but  without  satisfactory  results." 


The  Printers'  Machine  Managers'  Superannuation  Fund 
is  likely  to  be  considerably  augmented  by  the  sale  of 
tickets  for  an  excursion  to  Yarmouth  by  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway.  An  advertisement  appears  elsewhere, 
showing  that  from  Friday,  Sept.  7,  to  14  (inclusive)  the 
cost  i3  63,,  and  for  one  day  (Stpt.  !»)  4j.  This  is  a  grand 
opportunity  for  a  "  blow,"  and  the  G.B.R.  authorities  are 
to  be  complimented  on  their  enterprise.  A  full  list  of 
agents  tiom  whom  tickets  may  be  obtained  (they  cannot 
be  purchased  at  the  railway  stations)  will  be  sent  on 
application  to  Mr.  T.  M.  Harrington,  Printers'  Hall, 
Bartlett's-passage,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. ;  and  of  Mr.  Brooks, 
Falcon  Tavern,  Gough-square,  Fleet-acreet.  There  are 
400  agents  in  all  pirts  of  London,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be 
hopsd  that  the  Superannuation  Fund  will  h)  the  richer  by 
many  hundreds. 


Jackson  Smith  was  returning  home  after  an  unsnooess- 
fnl  day.  Crossing  a  meadow,  he  met  a  navvy,  and  thus 
addressed  him:  "Say,  boss,  what's  come  of  all  the  fish 
around  here,  anyhow  ?  "  The  navvy  eyed  him  and  hia 
tackle  up  and  down,  and  round  and  sideways,  and  then  1 
slowly  remarked  :  "  W— well !  S— 3— sooner  than  I'd 
«— 8— go  f— fishing,  I'd  lay  d— d— down  and  g-go  to 
sleep."    And  Jackson  Smith  walked  home  thinking. 


"  While  making  excavations  in  connection  with  the  ore- 
liminary  work  of  widening  Forest  Hills  Square,  West 
Roxbury  District,"  saya  Forest  and  Stream,  "a  work- 
man digging  at  a  depth  of  about  8tt.  or  9ft.  noticed  a 
peculiar  ball  of  dirt.  He  picked  it  up  and  broke  it  open, 
and  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  that  the  crust  of  clay 
contained  a  toad.  He-  called  the  attention  of  the  boss  to 
his  '  find,'  and  as  they  examined  it  the  toad  began  to  ex- 
pand. It  then  began  to  extend  its  legs,  opened  its  eyes, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  jumpsd  from  ttie  latiourar's  hand. 
The  boss  said  that  the  road  at  that  point  had  not,  to  his 
knowledge,  been  opened  in  fifteen  years,  and  how  the  ioad 
had  lived  in  its  comatose  condidon  all  those  years  was  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  wonder  to  all  who  witnessed  its 
revival." 

 >♦♦♦<  

The  editor  of  a  small  country  paper  having,  as  he 
expresses  it,  "  suffered  severely  at  the  hands  of  would-be 
contributors,"'  devotes  a  lengthy  paragraph  to  hints  for 
aspirants:  "Read  through  your  production  once  before 
sending  it  in,  with  a  view  to  the  spelling,  distribute  a  few 
stops,  that  some  clue  may  be  afforded  to  your  meaning, 
and  finally,  be  careful  to  notice  if  you  have  said  what  you 
meant  to  say,  or  just  the  opposite,"  Dragnet. 
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WANDERINGS  BY  IRISH  WATERS. 

(Continued  from  page  127.) 

III.— TOU  POACHER ! 

Facile  descensus  Avemi .'  It  is  easy  for  pride 
to  have  a  fall ;  easy,  alas  !  for  one  who  prides 
himself  upon  his  sporting  instincts  and  spotless 
respectability  to  fall  by  a  sudden  and  strong 
temptation  into  the  commission  of  the  most 
heinous  offence  in  the  sporting  category!  My 
tale  is  dark  and  dreadsome,  full  of  weird  and  eerie 
creepiness,  shrouded  in  doubt  and  fearful 
mystery  !  Come,  children,  gather  round  the  fire, 
draw  the  curtains,  close  the  shutters,  peep  in  the 
cupboard  and  under  the  sofa,  lock  the  door  and 
block  the  keyhole,  so  that  none  but  the  bogey 
man  up  the  chimney  may  hear  the  frightful 
revelations  I  am  about  to  make.  Is  all  secure  ? 
No  fear  of  eavesdroppers  ?  The  whisky  handy 
lest  I  faint  ?  Ha,  ha !  I  will  begin.  Attend,  ye 
ogres,  to  my  tale,  my  awesome  tale,  and  true,  for 
it  concerns  the  murder  of  a  kelt ! 

It  happened  in  Ireland,  but,  for  obvious  reasons, 
I  give  no  further  details  of  date,  time,  or  place ; 
nor  do  I  divulge  the  dishonoured  name  of  the 
perpetrator  of  this  terrible  atrocity.  Should  he 
be  a  venerable  paterfamilias  why  hold  him  up  to 
public  obloquy,  and  expose  his  innocent  wife  and 
family  to  the  abuse  of  an  infuriated  mob  ? 
Should  he  be  a  fine  youth  budding  into  manhood 
why  darken  the  course  of  a  fair  young  life  by 
branding  him  for  ever  as  a  poaching  scoundrel  ? 
The  sense  of  guilt  abides  with  him  for  all  time. 
An  evil  conscience,  my  dears,  brings  its  own 
punishment,  as  you  perhaps  will  learn.  What, 
Master  Tom  P  What's  that  you're  saying  ?  You 
believe  it  was  grandpa  himself !  Ah  well,  if  you 
like  to  think  so,  I  won't  contradict  you.  Still,  you 
might  be  more  kind  to  your  poor  old  grandpa ; 
he  doesn't  whip  you  too  much. 

On  a  certain  wild  March  day,  when  the  rain 
was  pouring  down  in  torrents  and  the  wind  was 
howling  round  the  housetops,  my  old  friend  H., 
accompanied  by  the  villain,  sought  the  river  bank. 
H.,  who  was  on  salmon  bent,  took  with  him  a  gafE 
and  a  gillie.  The  villain  was  seeking  trout,  and 
was  armed  with  nothing  but  a  ten-foot  greenheart 
and  a  rather  small  landing  net.  They  walked 
together  as  far  as  the  pool  where  H.  intended  to 
begin  operations,  when  he  pulled  up ;  the  villain 
went  on  a  field  or  two  lower  down  the  river,  con- 
gratulating himself  en  route  that  he  had  not  to 
cast  a  heavy  salmon  line  in  such  a  wind.  "  H.  is 
a  fool  for  his  pains,"  thought  he.  "  There  isn't  a 
salmon  in  the  river." 
A  word  about  the  villain. 

Except  that  his  clothes  were  shabby,  his  appear- 
ance hardly  warranted  his  appellation.  Tou  might, 
perhaps,  have  taken  him  for  a  drover,  or  a  rat- 
catcher, or  a  scarecrow  out  for  a  walk,  but  not  for 
a  villain.  He  might  have  had  a  kUl-cat,  but  he 
certainly  had  not  a  hang-dog  look  about  him. 
Sooth  to  say,  his  face  was  fair  and  smooth,  except 
for  an  almost  invisible  moustache ;  his  mien  was 
more  mild  than  murderous ;  his  manner  rather 
retiring  than  obtrusive.  He  had  served  a  long 
apprenticeship  to  the  art  of  trout  fishing,  and  con- 
sidered himself  now  to  have  taken  his  degree; 
but  with  salmon  he  could  claim  no  more  intimate 
acquaintance  than  that  which  may  be  formed  at  a 
wealthy  friend's  dinner  table  or  the  slab  of  a  fish- 
monger's shop.  Neither  was  he  learned  in  salmon 
lore.  H.  had  tried  in  vain  to  excite  his  enthusiasm 
by  quoting  passages  of  Maxwell  or  Traherne. 
The  villain  remained  adamant.  "  I  don't  intend 
to  fish  for  salmon  or  bother  my  head  about  them 
tiU  there  is  some  chance  of  catching  one,"  said 
he.  So  while  H.  had  passed  his  holiday  trying 
for  salmon  which  did  not  exist,  the  villain  had 
been  trying  his  tricks  on  the  trout  with  a  certain 
measure  of  success. 

Well  then,  he  reached  the  water,  mounted  his 
cast,  and  endeavoured  to  fish  patiently  down  a 
long  reach ;  but  the  extreme  violence  of  the  wind 
whisked  his  flies  off  the  water,  the  rain  caused  the 
hne  to  stick  in  the  rings,  tangles  followed  one 
another  in  quick  succession,  and  it  proved  very 
difiBcult  to  unravel  them  in  such  a  tempest.  The 
river,  too,  though  still  clear,  was  rising  rapidly. 
He  did  not  move  a  fish,  and  altogether,  to  quote 
iiady  Swanley,  things  looked  as  blue  as  old 
btilton.  At  length,  when  a  more  than  usually 
violent  gust  had  twisted  his  cast  into  such  a 
medley  of  knots  and  catches  that  it  seemed  quite 


impossible  to  undo  it,  he  removed  it  in  wrath, 
and  was  just  about  to  return  home,  when  he  recol- 
lected that  he  had  in  his  pocket  a  minnow.  But 
had  he  a  trace?  Yes,  there  was  one — an  old 
frayed  relic  of  three  or  four  seasons  ago,  and  the 
bottom  length  of  gut  snapped  when  tested,  but 
the  rest  seemed  pretty  strong.  He  determined 
to  trust  it,  and  accordingly  mounted  the  minnow, 
a  brown  phantom  rather  large,  but  that  in  a 
heavy  gale  was  a  pardonable  fault. 

Though  the  line  still  hung  in  the  dripping 
rings  he  could  cast  the  phantom  with  compara- 
tive ease.  Once  it  caught  in  his  hat  and  once  in 
the  tail  of  his  coat,  but,  on  the  whole,  there  were 
few  mishaps,  and  if  only  a  fish  had  taken  it 
things  would  have  seemed  more  cheerful.  But 
though  it  looked  very  showy  and  spun  beauti 
fully,  not  a  fish  did  it  move  for  more  than  an 
hour.  He  was  wet  to  the  skin,  too,  by  now,  and 
black  despair  once  more  took  her  seat  upon  his 
shoulder.  Presently  he  reached  a  broad  pool, 
where  there  was  a  deep,  slow  current  under  the 
near  shore.  The  bank  was  about  6ft.  high,  but 
there  was  a  ledge  of  grass  down  by  the  water  on 
to  which  he  scrambled.  The  ledge  was  some 
20yds.  long ;  above  and  below  it  were  high  bushes, 
so  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  follow  a  fish  up 
or  down,  and  as  he  cast  in  his  bait  it  occurred  to 
him  that  if  he  did  happen  to  meet  with  a  big  one 
there  would  be  the  dickens  to  pay,  an  expression, 
my  dears,  which  in.  more  simple  phraseology 
might  be  rendered  ructions. 

The  villain  let  the  minnow  work  close  under  the 
bank  with  a  sink  and  draw  motion,  the  gentle 
current  spinning  it  steadily.  Down  it  goes,  down 
still,  till  it  is  under  the  bushes  which  grow  below 
the  grass.  Then  deep,  ever  so  deep,  is  a  kind  of 
flash,  or  rather,  an  almost  insensible  sense  that 
something  has  moved ;  then  a  steady  draw,  a  still 
tension  on  the  line  for  a  moment,  as  if  a  fish  were 
thinking,  hardly  recognising  as  yet  that  he  is 
hooked.  Oh !  if  he  goes  down  whatever  will 
happen  ?  The  villain  thinks  of  the  frayed  trace, 
of  the  night  when  he  forgot  to  dry  his  line,  of  the 
more  than  doubtful  character  of  the  spliced  top 
joint,  and  wonders  if  he  dare  give  him  the  butt, 
for  he  feels  pretty  sure  that  he  has  hooked  a 
heavy  trout.  Ah,  there  he  goes  !  Yes  ;  but  not 
with  the  wild  rush  anticipated,  and,  thank 
goodness,  upstream ! 

The  brute  worked  upwards  steadily,  in 
determined  but  leisurely  manner.  His  behaviour 
puzzled  the  villain,  for  though  he  was  obviously  a 
very  large  fish,  and  put  a  strain  upon  the  green- 
heart  which  nearly  bent  it  double,  there  was  an 
absence  of  dash  about  him  which  was  hard  to 
understand.  Was  he  an  over-fed,  liverish  trout 
whose  muscle  had  all  run  to  fat  ?  As  if  to 
answer  the  question,  the  fish  came  up  to  the 
surface,  took  a  look  at  his  enemy,  and  then 
plunged  down  again  with  something  more  like 
a  rush  than  anything  he  had  before  made, 
But  the  villain  had  solved  the  mystery. 

"By  Jove,"  he  exclaimed,  "he's  a  salmon!'' 
And  so,  indeed,  he  was,  and  the  knowledge 
almost  proved  fatal,  for  the  thought  that  he  was 
engaged  with  the  king  of  fish  sent  our  friend's 
heart  into  his  boots,  and  for  a  short  time  he 
treated  him  with  so  much  respect  as  to  yield 
several  yards  of  line  to  his  steady  pull ;  and  since 
he  now  turned  downstream  again  it  was  quite  a 
question  whether  he  would  not  succeed  in  getting 
below  the  bushes.  Every  moment  the  villain 
expected  a  terrific  run,  and  wondered  what  part 
of  his  tackle  would  smash  first.  However,  if  the 
fish  once  got  far  down  he  knew  that  the  game  was 
up,  so  he  hardened  his  heart  and  gave  him  the 
butt,  fully  expecting  immediate  disaster.  Much 
to  his  surprise  the  fish  yielded  to  the  strain,  and 
turned  up  once  more.  His  meditations  now  ran 
much  as  follows ; 

So  I've  got  the  salmon  after  all.  Won't  H.  be 
wild  ?  He's  a  rum  brute  though.  Why  don't  he 
play  ?  What  was  that  H.  was  speaking  of  last 
night — some  foul  red  beast,  a  kelt?  But  this 
beggar  certainly  ain't  red.  Why  didn't  I  take  a 
license  ?  " 

He  now  began  to  conceive  a  contempt  for  this 
sluggish  adversary,  reeled  in  rapidly  as  the  fish 
neared  him,  and  kept  him  from  henceforth  on  a 
short  line.  But  another  question  now  presented 
itself  for  solution :  How  was  he  to  land  him  ? 
The  landing  net  was  useless ;  there  was  no  gaff, 
no  shelving  ledge  onto  which  to  draw  him  ;  for 
though  the  grass  was  only  6in.  or  so  above  the 


surface  of  the  water,  that  water  was  at  least  Sft. 
deep.  Outside  aid,  if  possible,  must  be  procured. 
He  holloed  several  times  at  the  top  of  his  voice  in 
hopes  that  H.  or  his  gillie  would  hear  him ; 
but  there  was  no  response.  His  shouts  were 
drowned  by  the  roar  of  the  wind.  He 
would  have  to  depend  on  his  own  resources 
The  fish  was  evidently  getting  done,  and  now 
simply  bored,  keeping  his  head  down.  The  villain 
gave  him  no  rest,  and,  keeping  a  heavy  strain  upon 
him,  soon  had  him  floundering  on  the  surface, 
with  scarcely  a  kick  left  in  him.  It  was  a  critical 
moment.  What  could  be  done?  Suddenly  he 
remembered  that  H.  had  spoken  of  tailing  a 
salmon— that,  no  doubt,  meant  to  catch  it  by  the 
tail.  By  the  tail,  then,  he  would  catch  it. 
Accordingly  he  towed  the  unresisting  creature  to 
the  side,  the  rod  bending  almost  to  breaking 
point,  ran  his  hand  along  it — it  looked  too 
exhausted  to  move— past  the  back  fin  almost  to 
the  tail,  when  the  brute  gave  a  sudden  kick,  and 
the  collar  of  the  frayed  trace  snapped.  Oh,  what 
a  moment  of  anguish  as  the  villain  saw  his  hard- 
earned  spoil  slipping  away  from  him  !  But  he 
vowed  he  would  have  him  yet,  and  as  the  fish  slid 
through  his  fingers,  he  made  a  savage  grab,  got 
him  in  the  gills,  and  flung  him  by  a  mighty 
effort  over  his  shoulder  on  to  the  green  sward. 
In  the  excitement  of  victory  all  his  wild  blood 
boiled  in  his  veins — no  thought  of  mercy  entered 
his  mind — licence  or  no  licence,  salmon  or  kelt, 
the  brute  should  die.  A  vicious  stroke  with  the 
net-handle  settled  the  matter.  The  murder  was 
done.  The  kelt  was  slain !  The  fish  was  a  long, 
thin  fellow,  dull  silver  with  black  spots.  He 
resembled  a  pike  rather'than  a  salmon  ;  but  there 
was  nothing  red,  nothing  foul-looking  about  him. 

"  He  is  a  salmon,  I  think,"  said  the  villain, 
doubtfully ;  "  I'm  sure  he  must  be,"  and  he  began 
to  consider  the  consequences  of  killing  a  salmon 
without  a  licence,  especially  if  it  proved  to  be  a 
kelt.  Prudence  dictated  a  quiet  burial,  and  the 
maintenance  of  strict  secrecy  for  some  time  to 
come ;  but  the  temptation  of  arousing  his  friend's 
jealousy  was  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  and  he 
walked  off  to  meet  him,  carrying  the  great  catch 
in  his  arms. 

And  there  was  a  commotion !  H.  laughed  and 
frowned  as  the  viUain  recounted  in  excited 
whispers  the  story  of  the  fight.  Mike,  the  gillie, 
was  half  angry  and  half  pleased.  "Ah,  sure,'' 
he  exclaimed,  "he's  not  a  fresh  fish  at  all. 
It's  a  kelt  he  is,  but  a  well-mended  one,  too. 
Your  honour  ought  to  have  put  'em  back,  but  I'm 
pi^iity  glad  that  you  didn't."  And  then,  to 
increase  the  confusion,  the  stern  form  of  a  water- 
bailiff  loomed  in  the  distance.  It  was  now  that 
the  poaching  instinct  of  the  Irishman  showed 
itself.  "  Begor,  your  honour  nade  not  be  afraid. 
J ust  lave  it  to  me,  and  we'll  all  be  all  right."  In  a 
trice  he  had  the  fish  hidden  in  the  bank,  met  the 
bailiff  with  an  innocent  face,  and  deplored  the 
lack  of  sport.  By  the  time,  however,  that  the 
danger  was  over,  and  the  intruder  had  taken  his 
departure,  the  villain  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
sever  his  connection  with  so  doubtful  a  trophy, 
and  offered  it  to  Mike  if  he  cared  to  have  it.  The 
latter  accepted  the  gift  with  alacrity— a  fact  which 
caused  the  donor  to  wonder  whether,  after  all,  it 
might  not  be  a  salmon — brought  it  forth  from  its 
place  of  hiding,  tied  loops  of  string  round  head 
and  tail,  removed  his  coat,  passed  his  arms  through 
the  loops,  and  then  with  the  fish  across  his 
shoulders  and  his  coat  over  the  fish  walked  home 
through  the  village  quite  unconcernedly. 

And  now  that  all  fear  of  discovery  was  gone, 
the  villain,  I  regret  to  say,  did  not  feel  at  aU 
properly  ashamed  of  himself ;  in  fact,  in  his  heart 
of  hearts  ho  is  stUl  rather  proud  of  his  achieve- 
ment, and  sometimes  fancies  that  Mike  in  reality 
tricked  him  out  of  a  salmon.  I  call  him  a  poacher  j 
stQl,  it  is  just  to  remember  his  ignorance  and 
convict  him,  not  of  murder,  but  kelt-slaughter. 
Tommy,  my  boy,  hand  over  that  bottle,  and  run 
out  and  fetch  the  hot  water.  Ethel,  my  love, 
just  cut  up  the  lemon,  it's  bed-time,  and  grand- 
papa's  thirsty.  Mark  Bench. 


The  Royal  Aqnariam  continaes  its  liberal  programme, 
and  on  Monday  some  additions  are  to  be  made  to  the 
lengthy  list.  A  most  apposite  entertainment  for  the  hot 
weather  is  the  aquatic  performance  given  by  a  tronpe  of 
ladies  twice  daily  in  the  vast  swimming  bath  in  the 
Aquarium  Annexe.  Visitors  will  find  it  not  only  amubing, 
bat  exceedingly  instrnotive. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOOIETT. 
Thbke  was  no  formal  meeting  of  the  society  onlMonday 
eyening,  but  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  who  with  a  few 
members  held  a  sort  of  semi-oflioial  gathering,  brought  up 
a  leash  of  fine  chub  which  he  had  taken  with  two  other 
tieh  in  private  water.  One  of  the  chub  weighed  31b.  8oz. 
when  caught,  and  was  a  well-shaped  plump  fish.  The 
water  at  Uxbridge  continues  to  yield  admirably,  Mr. 
Atterbury  had  a  brace  of  trout  and  some  grand  roach  at 
the  end  of  last  week  ;  Mr.  Frank  Lincoln,  a  bream  of  over 
41b.,  hooked  foul  on  a  small  trout  fly ;  Mr.  M.  G.  B.  de 
Couroy,  a  quantity  of  roach,  best  fish  lib.  6jz.  ;  Mr.  G. 
Smith,  some  pound  roach ;  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  five  roach, 
all  over  16oz.  The  weeds  in  the  society's  water  at 
Newbury  have  been  ordered  to  be  out,  and  in  a  week  or  two 
sport  should  be  good  amongst  coarse  fish  and  grayling. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  held  at  the  Restaurant 
Prasoati  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  22,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  A.  W. 
Humphreys  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon.  sec. 
read  a  report  from  the  society's  agent  at  Deal.  Also  a 
very  interesting  report  from  Mr.  Mount,  on  his  fishing 
experiences  at  Lerwick,  Shetland  Isles,  fishing  for  six 
hours,  and  taking  seventy-nine  haddock  and  whitin?,  the 
former  running  to  about  31b. ;  eleven  flounders,  fib.  to 
21b. ;  four  skate,  averaging  101b. ;  and  four  cod,  from  81b. 
to  171b.  each.  The  sole  bait  was  fresh  herring,  and  also 
had  good  sport  with  the  halibut.  Mr.  Croft  Handley 
reported  having  been  to  Southend,  and  saw  a  large 
quantity  of  bass  and  grey  mullet,  but  only  caught  an 
anemone  on  a  fly.  It  was  reported  that  Mr.  Gomm,  with 
friend,  had  taken  twenty-four  bass  on  white  fly,  averaging 
about  21b.  each.  The  fish  were  mad  on.  A  very  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  usual  toast  to  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Ohaklks  S.  Pattekson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  holiday  season  being  in  full  ewing  has  enabled 
many  members  to  get  away  for  fishing,  so  that  we  had  a 
smaller  attendance  than  usual  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Ohlson,  however,  presided  over  what  proved  to 
be  a  very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening.    Dr.  Ladell's 
cabinet  haa  very  soon  received  further  curios,  a  number  of 
South  Sea  Island  fish  hooks  having  been  given  by  Mr. 
Norman,  and  a  promise  made  by  another  member  of 
sundry  objects  of  interest.    The  late  Dr.  Brunton's  very 
Imndsome  case  of  grayling,  showing  the  rise  of  the  fish  to 
the  fly  and  descent  after  taking,  and  the  case  of  three  sea 
trout,  of  3Jlb.,  4|lb.,  and  51b.  respectively,  taken  by  the 
late  doctor  with  the  artiSoial  fly  without  landing-net,  gaff, 
or  Msistance,  have  been  very  kindly  presented  to  the 
society.   The  late  Dr.  Brunton  always  evincad  the  liveliest 
interest  in  the  society's  welfare,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
regulaj:  attendants  at  the  weekly  meetings  from  its  first 
mception  in  1881,  and,  apart  from  their  value  as  piscitorial 
specimens,  the  cases  of  fish  represent  a  very  valued 
souvenir  of  the  late  doctor,  who  endeared  himself  to  us 
all.   The  fishing  reports  were  interesting.    Dr.  Patterson, 
I  understand,  has  taken  a  trout,  from  Chesham,  of  about 
2 Jib. ;  Mr.  Saunders,  a  trout  of  lib.  9o2.,  from  the  lower 
water  at  Chesham;  and  Mr.  Pourmy,  a  brace  of  good 
trout,   also    from    the    lower   water.     Mr.    G.  H 
Ohlson   had  a  trout    of   12Jin.   from   Chesham  and 
a  number  of  roach  with  the  fly  from  Lincohishire. 
Mr.  A.  J .  Cartland  had  about  81b.  of  roach,  selected  from 
a  heavier  take  at  Kelvedon,  and  in  a  recent  trip  to  the 
river  Tay  took  eight  trout  over  31b.  each,  and  twelve  pike 
over  101b.  each,  spinning.    Mr.  Emery,  some  few  roach 
and  a  mce  chub  of  nearly  31b.  with  the  fly.    Mr.  Zerfass 
some  roach  from  Lincolnshire,  bottom  fishing ;  and  Mr! 
Gibson  also  visited  the  same  place.    The  river  was  very 
high,  and  too  thick  for  successful  fly  fishing  owing  to  the 
thunderstorm  on  Saturday  last,  but  captured  a  few  roach 
and  rudd  with  a  few  gentles.   Mr.  J,  H.  Walker,  some 
bib.  ot  roach,  selected  from  a  take  on  Saturday  last  on  the 
Lea.    Mr.  Cowley  and  Mr.  Buckingham  are  away  in 
Devonshire,  and,  though  I  have  no  particulars  of  their 
nshuig,  I  understand  a  friend  who  is  accompanying  them 
took  over  ninety-five  dozen  trout  in  three  weeks,  besides 
thirty  peal,  largest  71b.    Three  distinct  parties  of  friends 
are  about  to  visit  Ireland  for  the  specimens,  and  I  hope  to 
be  m  a  position  to  report  successes  shortly.   A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  chair,  and  the  meeting 
separated.    Hon.  Sec. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Close  occupied  the  chair  at  the  August 
delegate  meeting  of  this  association,  held  on  Monday 
mght,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  City. 
Ihere  was  a  good  attendance  of  delegates.  A  very  satis- 
taotory  balance  was  reported,  viz.,  nearly  f  100,  after 
cheques  to  the  amount  of  £24  had  been  voted.  The  new 
ited  Book  has  been  issued  to  aU  affiliated  clubs,  and 
tnerem  will  be  found  many  matters  of  interest  to  members 
and  other  anglers,  who  can  obtain  the  Guide  post  free  for 
o  application  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff 

^,  Firsby.road,  Stamford  HiU,  N.  One  of  the  new 
notices  in  the  book  is  to  the  effect  that  in  future  perch 
nsning  will  close  in  the  association's  fisheries  on  the  last 
TO^n,  f®''ruary— another  step  in  the  right  direction, 
♦yicii  reterenoe  to  the  association's  new  fishery  on  the 
urea,t  Ouse  at  Huntingdon,  it  is  hoped  members  will 
BtnoUy  adhere  to  the  foUowing  standard  of  fish :  Pike. 
^Om. ;  geroh,  8m. ;  bream,  lOin.  j  chub,  lOin. ;  tench.  Sin. 
roach,  ,in. ;  and  rudd,  7in.   It  was  decided  in  connection 


with  the  Lea  fisheries  to  issue  wiiistles  and  gauges  to  certain 
hon.  water  bailiffs.  During  the  evening  allegations  were 
made  against  a  number  of  men,  variously  described  as 
Germans,  Frenchmen,  and  Italians,  who  were  said  to  go 
about  in  a  gang  up  the  Lea,  taking  all  the  fish  they  caught, 
regardless  of  size.  Their  special  weakness  appeared  to  be 
little  perch.  One  angler  declared  that  they  had  even  shot 
fish,  while,  amid  much  laughter,  another  delegate  stated 
that  he  once  saw  them  catch  an  undersized  perch,  and 
before  it  had  been  on  the  bank  a  minute  it  was  in  the 
frying-pan.  The  water  bailiffs  have,  therefore,  received 
strict  orders  to  keep  special  watch  for  these  unsportsman- 
like^ anglers.  D  aring  the  evening  it  waa  reported  that  aa 
affiliated  club  had  expelled  three  of  its  members  found 
using  a  cast-net.  Messrs.  Manning,  Harris,  and  Abra- 
hams gave  in  their  report  as  visiting  officers,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings shortly  afterwards  terminated  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  for  presiding.  There  were  dele 
gates  from  thirty-four  clubs  present. 

Hon.  Reporter. 


Woies  from  t^c  Worti). 

Sea  trout  and  finnock  angling  has  been  almost  all  the 
sport  going  for  some  weeks.  The  best  bait  is  the  natural 
sand-eel,  and  where  it  can  be  procured  in  fresh  quantities 
it  is  to  be  preferred  to  all  other  lures. 


The  indiarubber  tube  in  imitation  of  the  sand-eel  in 
white,  brown  or  red,  and  black,  all  work  well,  and  are 
trolled  or  cast  after  the  manner  of  a  large  fly.  Brown, 
George-street,  Aberdeen,  makes  a  speciality  of  these 
favourite  lures  for  estuary  fishing  at  this  time. 

A  good  few  salmon  have  been  running  the  Dee  since  the 
rise  on  Aug.  11.  The  autumn  fish  are  now  on  the  coast, 
and  are  C9ming  away  with  every  tide  in  increasing 
numbers,  but  few  are  getting  past  the  nets.  However, 
6  pm.  to-day  (Saturday)  sees  the  closure  applied  to  the 
tacksmen  for  the  nonce. 

The  Queen  moves  her  Court  into  Balmoral  from 
Osborne  on  the  Slst.  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  York 
will  pay  her  a  visit  later  on,  when  they  are  through  with 
Pitlochry,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales  will  stay  a  day 
or  two  on  his  way  to  Mar  Lodge.  There  will  be  some 
good  autumn  fishing  to  be  had  at  Balmoral  by  the  close  of 
the  back-end  if  the  present  soft  weather  prevails. 

The  Duke  of  York  is  grouse  shooting  with  the  Sassoons 
at  Granton-on-Spey,  and  probably  may  join  the  Dj^ke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  at  Gordon  Castle  for  some  salmon 
fishing  after  the  nets  are  off  on  Saturday.  He  had  three 
days  of  it  last  year.  ' 

Miss  Mackenzie,  of  Foveran,  Aberdeenshire,  is  one  of 
those  winsome  young  heiresses  whose  chief  end  in  life  is  to 
shed  sunshine  and  happiness  wherever  they  go.  On  Satur- 
day she  had  all  the  Major-General's  tenantry  and  friends 
up  for  an  "  at  home,"  in  return  for  the  beautiful  birthday 
gifts  they  sent  up  to  London  a  few  weeks  back.  The  New- 
burgh  anglers  (Ythan)  were  there  in  force,  and  carried 
away  deeper  impressions  than  ever  of  Miss  Mackenzie's 
goodness  of  heart.   

A  few  stray  fish  are  being  got  here  and  there — some  on 
the  Dee,  mainly  to  the  rods  of  the  keepers,  some  on  the 
Don,  and  some  on  the  Spey ;  but  till  after  the  nets  are 
aU  off  sport  will  not  be  rife.  Then  angling  will  be  general 
for  the  next  two  months  at  least. 


Mr.  Roderick  Macrae,  head  keeper  to  Sir  Greville 
Smythe,  Bart.,  Alness,  Speyside,  is  leaving  for  New 
Zealand,  and  waa  the  recipient  of  a  purse  of  sovereigns 
the  other  day  from  his  friends,  in  addition  to  a  handsome 
cheque  as  a  parting  gift  from  his  late  master.  Mr.  Macrae 
goes  out  to  his  brothers-in-law,  the  Hon.  John  Mackenzie, 
Minister  of  Lands,  New  Zealand ;  and  Professor 
Mackenzie,  Wellington,  New  Zealand.  He  will  by-and-bye 
make  the  acquaintance  of  the  New  Zealand  trout,  as  he 
has  done  that  of  the  Spey  salmon  during  the  past  seventeen 
years.   

Arrangements  have  now  been  completed  by  the  Tweed 
Commissioners  for  the  erection  of  a  salmon  hatchery.  It 
is  to  be  placed  near  Coldstream  Station. 


Dunng  dredging  operations  in  Tayport  the  other  day  one 
of  the  workmen  picked  up  a  silver-topped  pipe  lid  or  head 
with  "  John  Duncan  "  engraved  on  it.  It  was  claimed  by 
Mr.  Duncan,  mussel  merchant,  who  had  dropped  it  into 
the  harbour  twenty-eight  years  ago.  It  had  likely  been 
embedded  in  the  clay  at  the  bottom,  and  so  secure  from 
the  constant  action  of  the  water. 


"Herrings  is  herrings"  nowadays,  but  the  fears  of  a 
great  failure  have  been  just  averted  by  their  appearance 
in  vast  numbers  off  the  east  coast.  As  salmon  are  known 
to  feed  much  on  the  same  grounds  as  the  herrings  the 
probability  is  that  the  "  lost  tribea  "  of  grilse  may  appear 
on  the  coast  after  all.   Better  late  than  never. 

Special  Scotch, 


Iprovinctal  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  a  committee  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  the  death  of  Mr.  J. 
Marsden,  of  the  Camden  Society,  was  announced.  The 
deceased  member  was  for  many  years  president  of  the 
Oaniden  Society,  and  also  a  member  of  the  A.B.S.  sinr  e 
its  formation;  he  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
committee,  and  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  workings  of 
the  society,  liis  death  was  very  sudden.  He  was  much 
respected  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  who,  together  with 
his  wite  and  f amUy,  mourn  his  loss.  A  claim  for  assistance 
was  made  by  the  committee  of  the  (Queen's  Arms  Society 
on  behaU  ot  one  of  their  members  who  had  fallen  into 
distress  through  illness.  The  case  was  considered,  and  a 
grant  of  £1  Is.  was  made.  The  important  matter  of 
electing  honorary  members  was  discussed,  when  it  waa 
resolved  to  admit  them  upon  the  payment  of  lOs  6d  •  it 
was  also  decided  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  Hay  Milla 
Olub,  previous  to  the  next  committee  meeting,  in 
my  notes  a  few  weeks  ago  I  mentioned  that 
the  Brookhelda  Club  were  in  trouble  through  in- 
advertently fishing  a  contest  in  the  Cheltenham  Associa- 
tion 8  water  at  Eckington,  and  that  they  had  agreed  to 
pay  the  demands  of  the  latter  association.  I  am  now  led 
to  understand  that  the  club  have  placed  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  a  solicitor,  and  so  the  matter  for  a  time  remains 
m  abeyance.  Permission  was  given  to  the  club  to  fish  the 
water  by  two  persons,  which  they  have  in  writing,  and  tne 
club  considers  that  these  persona  are  responsible  for  the 
treapass.  The  Gun  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
I'ershore  on  Aug.  19.  Seventy-nine  members  took  part, 
fatty-two  of  whom  weighed-in  fish  for  a  valuable  collection 
of  prizes.  The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration.  The 
followmg  are  the  first  six  prize  winners  in  the  order 
named:  S.  Archer,  J.  Smith,  J.  Purser,  T.  Parker,  L. 
r"  i?/"'  WS'lker.    A  special  prize  will  be  awarded 

to  Mr  Archer  for  the  largest  fish.    The  winner's  weight 
was  31b._9ioz.  Mr.  A.  Davia  acted  as  referee.  The  South- 
Lnd  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at  Perahore.  on 
Aug.  19,  at  the  back    of    the  jam  factory.  Forty 
members   competed.     Mr,    J,    Ruff  was    first,  with 
lib.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Aston  was  second;  and  Mr.  Guest, 
third.     The   prizes   will    be   given   out   next  week, 
ihe  Canadian  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
Pershore  on  Aug.  19,  near  to  the  White  Bails,  where  they 
tound  some  excellent  aport.    Thirty-nine  members  com- 
peted in  a  three  hours'  contest,  the  first  three  winners  being 
•1  tfae  order  named :  Messrs.  J.  King,  W.  Littley,  and 
A.  Birkin ;  the  winner's  weight  was  61b.  4|oz.  The 
Victoria   Society  also  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
Pershore,  on  Aug.  19,  in  which  thirty-five  members  took 
part,  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Tom  Kingham.  The 
first  three  prize  winners  were  as  follows  ;  Messrs.  J.  Hands, 
G.  Timma,  and  T.  Coare ;  the  winner's  weight  was  lib.  8oz. 
It  wiU  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  anglers  were  very 
busy  at  Perahore  on  Aug.  19 ;  the  reason  for  this  place 
being  so  popular  ia  that  the  river  in  this  neighbourhood  ia 
auitable  for  club  contests,  and  that  the  sport  and  tikes  of 
u  S^s. generally  good.    The  portion  of  the  river  near  to 
the  White  Rails  is  midway  between  Pershore  and  Defford, 
but  this  is  the  beat  portion  of  the  river,  as  all  the  large 
catches  in  the  late  conteats  have  been  made  here.  Thia 
portion  of  the  river  contains  aome  very  fine  bream  and 
roach.    Good  roach  are  alao  to  be  found  in  the  desp  waters 
at  the  back  of  the  jam  factory ;  on  Aug.  19  roach  up  to 
lib.  4oz.  were  taken  here  in  grand  condition.    Mr.  T. 
Kingham,  of  the  Birmingham  Heath  Society,  fishing  the 
Anker  at  Amingfon,  which  is  rented  by  the  club,  had  a 
fine  catch  of  roach  a  few  days  ago,  the  weight  of  whijh 
was  131b.  6oz. ;  they  were  in  fine  condition,  and  were  of  a 
good  size.    Some  very  good  fish  have  been  taken  of  late  by 
the  members  of  the  St.  Stephen'a  Society,  who  rent  a 
aplendid  stretch  of  the  river  Avon  at  Luddington,  which  is 
below  Stratford.    Bream  and  roack  have  been  very  plenti- 
ful here,  and  some  fine  sport  has  been  had  by  the  members, 
and  some  good  specimen  fish  have  been  weighed-in,  the 
latest  being  a  nice  bream  caught  by  Mr.  Evana,  weighing 
51b.  9oz. ;  thia  is  being  forwarded  to  London  to  be  aet  up. 
All  our  rivers  are  now  in  fine  condition  for  angling,  and  a 
large   number  of  anglers  will   be  out  on  Aug.  26; 
Pershore  will  be  again  largely  patronised,  as  six  clubs 
have  arranged  to  fish  their  conteste  here.    A  special 
tram  will  be  run  by  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company, 
which  will  leave  Bordesley  at  6.55  a.m. ;  Snow  Hill,  7  a  m. ; 
and  Hockley,  at  8.55  ;  fare  for  the  double  journey,  2s.  9d! 
Tickets  may  be  had  from  Mr.  C.  White,  Mr.  T.  Colea,  or 
from  the  All  Sainta'  and  Small  Heath  Societiea.  'The 
return  train  will  leave  Pershore  at  about  6.30  p.m.  and 
arrive  in  Birmingham  at  about  eight  o'clock 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Most  of  the  Fen  waters  are  now  in  aplendid  condition, 
and  angling  ia  of  the  beat.  It  would  probably  be  im- 
possible to  find  a  river  in  better  trim  than  the  Witham,  or 
one  which,  juat  now,  ia  yielding  better  all-round  sport. 
Stones  of  bream  have  been  captured  during  the  past  week. 
On  the  lengths  of  the  river  at  Dogdjke  and  Langrick  some 
prodigious  bags  have  been  made,  one  rod  accounting  for  as 
much  aa  521b.  in  a  single  day.  Thia  lot  was  secured  at 
mght  in  the  Chapel  Hill  district.  Most  of  the  best  bream 
have  been  taken  with  the  maggot  bait.  The  drains  in  the 
Boston  district,  thanks  to  the  rains  which  fell  ten  days 
ago,  have  recovered  from  their  stilenees,  and  are  now 
affording  capital  sport,  especially  the  Mount  Pleasant 
drain,  which  haa  been  extensively  patronised.  Roach  have 
accepted  creed  wheat  with  avidity,  and  bags  of  201b.  and 
upwards  have  been  accounted  for.  Probably  the  beat 
roach  fishing  haa  been  obtained  on  the  Forty-foot  in  the 
Donington  district.   Here  it  haa  not  at  all  been  a  difficult 
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matter  to  secure  101b.  or  121b.  of  fish  as  the  result  of  a  few 
hours'  fishing.  Creed  wheat  has  proved  by  far  the  best 
killer.  Welland  anglers  are  also  having  a  good  time  in  the 
Stamford  and  Deeping  districts.  Pike  fishing  has  com- 
menced on  this  river,  and  many  a  good  fish  has  been 
killed.  The  weather  is  not  so  hot,  and  the  prospects 
generally  are  encouraging. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  is  now  in  fine  trim  for  either  trout 
fishing  or  all-round  angling,  and  in  the  top  stretches  some 
very  good  fish  have  been  met  with,  amongst  which  Mr. 
Leatie,  of  the  Zoological  Anglers,  secured  (amongst  other 
fish)  a  very  heavy  trout  in  the  Wash,  below  Hempholme 
Lock;  and  at  Bmmotland  several  very  good  catches  of 
roach  and  dace  have  been  made,  both  vrith  maggot  and 
pearl  barley,  and  amongst  the  best  fish  shown  from  this 
district  Mr.  A.  Waites,  of  the  Central  Hull  Association, 
had  a  roach  scaling  lib.  4Joz.  The  Hull  City  Club  fished 
a  match  in  the  same  vicinity,  with  very  fair  results,  Mr. 
R.  Jameson  taking  the  first  prize,  with  51b.  3ioz.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Marshall  second,  with  41b.  IJoz. ;  and  Mr.  S.  Marling 
third,  with  about  21b.  Some  very  good  takes  have 
also  been  made  in  the  tidal  waters  below  Hull 
Bridge.  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker,  fishing  with  pwte  at 
GrovehiU,  took  some  nice  fish,  hia  heaviest  scaling 
over  lib.,  and  lower  down,  at  Wawne  and  Cioey,  Mr.  J. 
Cheeseman  has  had  some  very  good  fish  with  the  same 
bait,  the  best  scaling  lib.  BJoz.,  and  odd  dace  scaling  up  to 
9oz.  each  have  been  taken  in  this  district  with  maggot. 
To-day  (Saturdiy),  the  Central  Hull  Association  fish  a 
match  at  Brigham.  Our  local  anglers  continue  to  have 
grand  sport  amongst  roach  and  bream  on  the  river 
Anoholme,  both  at  Brigg  and  most  parts  down  to  the 
Sluice.  The  West  Hull  Angling  Society  fished  a  match  at 
Saxby  Bridge  on  Aug.  16,  and  had  excellent  sport,  Mr. 
Thomas  Barber  weighing-in  over  121b.  for  first  prize ;  Mr. 
H.  West,  71b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Thomas  Chester,  71b. 
6oz. ;  and  Mr.  G.  B.  Cheeseman,  "lb.  2Joz.  for 
fourth  prize,  the  other  competitors  all  having  very 
fair  catches  of  fish.  This  society  will  fish  their 
next  match  on  the  Anoholme  on  Sept.  3  at  Appleby 
Bridge,  travelling  via  Saxby.  The  new  club  formed  by 
Messrs.  Tlfos.  Wilson  and  Sons'  employes  fished  a  match 
at  Horkstow  Bridge,  and  participated  in  some  very  fair 
sport  amongst  roach  and  bream,  resulting  in  Mr.  W.  Gray 
taking  first  honours  with  71b.  lOJ^z. ;  Messrs.  T.  Colley 
and  W.  Orbell  coming  in  second  aid  third  with  51b.  Sioz. 
and  41b.  15|oz.  respectively.  To-day  (Saturday)  the 
Albion  Angling  Association  hold  their  annual  open 
angling  match  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  when  a  nice  lot  of 
valuable  prizes  will  be  competed  for;  fare  and  entry 
as  usual.  The  Hull  Ramblers'  Angling  Association 
journeyed  to  Newport  on  Saturday  afternoon  last, 
and  fished  a  match  on  the  Market  Weighton  canal, 
but  only  participated  in  very  meagre  sport,  Mr. 
Ike  Austin  securing  the  first  prize  with  lib.  7Joz.  ; 
Mr.  E  Wilcox,  lib.  6Joz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Goodwill,  third, 
lib.  5Joz.  During  ttie  present  week  some  very  good 
bream  have  been  taken  in  the  Staddlethorpe  district. 
Messrs.  Blundell's  A  S.  fish  a  match  on  the  canal  at  New- 
port to-day,  Aug.  25.  Sport  on  the  river  Ludd  continues 
very  fair  at  Austin  Fen,  Firebeacon,  and  Thoresby  Bridge, 
but  the  fiah  are  stUl  running  small,  the  best  fish  being 
taken  near  to  the  lock.  Nevertheless,  Messrs.  Amos  and 
Smith's  Club  fished  a  match  near  Thoresby  Bridge  and 
did  fairly  well,  Mr.  G.  Fowler  taking  the  first  prize  with 
41b.  IJaz. ;  Mr.  T.  Stead,  second,  with  3lb.  ISjoz. ;  and 
Mr.  G.  Rylett,  21b.  15|oz.,for  third  place.  The  Albert  A.S. 
fish  a  match  to-day  at  Ludborough.  Our  local  anglers  are 
also  having  very  fair  sport  amongst  bream  in  the  lower 
waters  of  the  river  Derwent  at  Wressle,  Menthorpe  Ferry, 
and  Bnbwith. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  anglers  were  very  busy  last  week-end, 
and  in  addition  to  the  two  association  matches  several 
club  events  were  also  decided.  For  the  first  association 
contest  forty-six  entered,  and  in  glorious  weather  success- 
fully won  all  the  prizes,  the  first  ten  going  to  Messrs. 
F.  Shaw,  IJlb.,  T.  Cooper,  A.  Whittaker,  J.  Owen, 
H.  Taylor,  P.  Taylor,  W.  H.  Podmore,  J.  B.  Wood, 

E.  Eyes,  and  T.  J.  Garnett.  This  event  was  decided  at 
Beeston  Castle,  and  the  second  event  at  Vale  Royal,  for 
which  an  entry  was  obtained  of  seventy-seven.  In  the  last 
event  sport  was  good,  but  the  fish  were  rather  small. 
Nevertheless,  nine  competitors  each  weighed-in  over  lib., 
and  the  weather  was  delightful.  All  the  prizes  were  won, 
and  the  first  ten  went  to  Messrs.  C.  Meachan,  lib.  lloz.,  T. 
Robinson,  T.  Hayes,  G.  Walker,  T.  Barry,  E.  Gilbert, 
S.  Mawson,  B.  Matthews,  R.  Lambert,  and  H.  Owen, 
15|oz.  The  total  catch  weighed  in  both  events, 
48lb.  14oz.  13drs. ,  and  the  value  of  the  prizes 
upwards  of  £20.  The  Ring  O'Bells  Angling  Society 
fished  a  match  at  Vale  Royal  last  week-end,  and 
after  excellent  sport  the  following  eight  prizes  were 
awarded  to  Messrs.  J.  Shepherd  (21b.  6oz.  lldr.),  C. 
Mather,  G.  Cooke,  J.  Taylor,  S.  Foulkes,  J.  Buckley.  P. 
Moores,  and  J.  Payne.  A  private  match,  also  at  Vale 
Royal,  was  decided  by  twenty  competitors,  and  the  prizes 
awarded  to  Messrs.  J.  Crookes,  G.  Spencer,  W.  Leigh, 
Jas.  Crookes,  J.  Hackney,  and  W.  Horwick  and  E.  Berry 
ties.  Leigh,  last  Saturday,  was  also  a  centre  of  attraction 
to  fish  for  £5  in  prizes  offered  by  the  Standard  Mower 
Angling  Society.  This  event  attracted  an  entry  of  109, 
and  although  fished  in  the  heart  of  the  town  a  lot  of  fish 
were  taken.  Eventually  the  prizes  were  awarded  to 
Messrs.  J.  Belshaw,  Wigan,  IJIb.  ;  E.  Clarkson,  Leigh; 

F.  Smith,  Pendleton  ;  R.  Clark,  Plate  Bridge;  W.  Jones, 
West  Leigh ;  J.  Cross,  Wigan ;  R.  Melling,  Wigan ;  and 
J.  Councillor,  Leigh,  8dz.  14dr.  Prospective  events  in 
this  town  are  by  the  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society 
at  Chester  to-day,  for  the  shield  next  Siturday,  their 
annual  match  at  Butts  on  the  8th,  and  on  the  15  th 


Mr.  Dawson  will  add  lOs.  to  an  entry  of  6d.  for  an 
opgii  social  event.  Our  rivers,  the  Ribble,  Wyre,  and 
Lune,  have  all  been  in  an  unsettled  condition  owing  to, 
first,  a  long  dry  period,  and  now  a  very  stormy  one.  The 
Ribble  has  affotded  good  catches  in  several  districts, 
principally  in  the  early  and  late  parts  of  the  day. 
Migratory  trout  are  now  to  be  met  with  in  the  Wyre,  and 
although  this  river  is  again  low  the  late  fishing  is  expected 
to  be  good.  Several  decent  catches  are  noted  from  the 
Lune,  two  dozen  trout,  141b.,  and  several  others  up  to  six 
brace.  Mr.  John  Rostron.  Atherton,  reports  a  perch  from 
the  canal  at  Worsley  14Jin.  long,  and  9Jin.  girth,  and 
weighing  over  21b.  Mr.  E.  Clarkson  last  Saturday  had  a 
1*nch  fib.  from  the  same  water.  Two  roach  1  Jib.  and  lilb., 
and  an  eel  are  also  reported,  but  not  the  captors'  names. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Although,  perhaps,  a  little  delayed,  it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  say  a  word  or  two  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Mr.  Walter  Jennett,  of  Ardwick.  The  last  generation 
of  anglers  in  this  city  will,  of  course,  remember  him  as 
one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Buckland  Anglers,  who  at 
that  time  were  a  body  of  anglers  with  a  single  object,  that 
of  enjoying  a  day's  fishing  in  its  truest  sense.  A  few  of 
the'old  'uns  are  left,  and  so  long  as  John  Johnson  lives  a 
true  sportsman  will  be  found  at  the  Buckland  head- 
quarters. Mr.  Jennett  was  a  popular  delegate  for  years, 
and  at  one  time  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Palatine  A  S.  He  is 
now  absent  from  us.  and  we  are  the  poorer  by  his  death. 
His  old  club,  the  Buckland,  will  fish  their  next  contest 
on  Au?.  29  and  Sept.  1,  at  their  waters  at  Furness  Vale. 
The  Union  Chapel  A.S.,  West  Gorton,  fished  their  third 
contest  at  Vale  Royal  last  Saturday,  and  had  a  good  time 
of  it.  The  following  is  the  list  of  prize  winners :  Messrs. 
C.  E.  Henshall,  llfoz. ;  G.  Hammond,  H.  Gurney,  L. 
Needbam,  Birtles,  and  L.  King.  A  fine  king  carp  of  over 
81b.  has  been  taken  by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Levens- 
hnlme  A.S.  from  their  private  waters,  and  it  gave  him  an 
anxious  half-hour.  Three  Manchester  rods  arrived  at 
Dogdyke  on  Aug.  21  for  a  little  holiday.  We  hope  they 
will  do  well.  Just  lately  the  fish  there  have  not  been 
feeding  freely,  especially  the  large  ones,  but  the  bream  are 
showing  in  numbers,  "rhunder  and  other  storms  are  also 
in  evidence,  and  this  is  given  as  the  cause  of  bad  sport, 
and  only  a  few  decent  fish  have  been  taken.  The 
Banging  Gate  Social  Angliog  Club  have  made  arrange- 
ments to  fish  their  second  match  at  Chester  on  Sept  2. 
The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society  have  arranged 
to  fish  their  annual  contest  at  Althorpe  on  Sept.  2.  The 
Robin  Hood  Angling  Society,  Clifton,  visited  Waverton 
on  Saturday  last,  and  in  splendid  weather  fished  their 
annual  match.  Six  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs  J.  Duddle, 
R.  Wallwork,  W.  Gibson,  G.  Haywood,  S.  Jackson,  and 
J.  Day.  Next  Saturday,  Sept.  1,  is  the  Bridgewater 
Challenge  Shield  competition  at  Worsley,  and  the  entry 
from  this  city  will  be  more  than  double  that  of  1899.  Our 
local  clubs  are  coming  to  see  that  an  event  which 
maintains  its  interest  for  eight  years  amidst  the  unrest  of 
angling  life  is  an  event  worth  patronage.  The  Openshaw, 
Bradford,  and  Clayton  Angling  Society  paid  their  annual 
visit  to  Althorpe  on  Aug.  19.  The  event  proved  most 
enjoyable,  and  Mr.  G.  Yates  added  one  more  "  first"  to 
his  long  list  of  victories. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Particulars  of  the  capture  of  the  7ilb.  trout  recorded 
last  week  have  just  come  to  hand.  It  was  taken  on  an 
ordinary  bottom  rod  and  tackle  with  tight  line  and  small 
hook,  the  bait  being  a  brandling  worm — a  feat  the  accom- 
plishment of  which  any  angler  might  be  proud  of.  Sport 
during  the  past  week  has  been  fair.  A  goodly  number  of 
bream  have  been  caught  on  the  Bure  and  Ant.  On  the 
latter  river  a  Mr.  Smith  took  over  701b.  of  bream  a  few 
days  ago.  Other  anglers  have  had  fair  average  baskets. 
The  Yare  has  yielded  only  moderate  sport  lately,  for  some 
unaccountable  reason.  The  waters  of  the  whole  county 
continue  in  good  order,  the  frequent  rains  having 
freshened  up  the  water  where  it  was  needed  without 
spoiling  the  colour  of  the  lower  reaches. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  fishing  has  been  resumed,  and  some  very  fine  fish 
have  fallen  to  the  worm  at  Clifton,  Wilford,  Colwick 
weirs,  Stoke,  and  Kelham.  About  a  score  have  also  been 
killed  in  the  river  immediately  above  the  northern  arch  oF 
the  city  bridge.  The  river  has  brightened  in  colour,  and 
so  long  as  the  present  genial  weather  lasts  barbelling  is 
certain  to  command  considerable  attention.  On  the 
Shardlow  waters,  in  the  concluding  days  of  the  past  week, 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  W.  Gregory,  of  the 
Wellington  Society,  brought  off  a  very  big  catch  of  roach, 
dace,  and  chub,  and  since  then  I  learn  that  the  former 
gentleman  has  again  excelled  with  gentles  and  creed  wheat. 
During  the  "_  fresh  "  many  eels  were  taken  by  ledgering 
above  Cavendish  Bridge.  Experts  employing  bread  paste 
have  creeled  substantial  baskets  of  roach  at  Barton, 
Attenborough,  Beeston,  Wilford,  Rolleston,  and  Stay- 
thorpe,  and  numbers  of  ponderous  chub  have  been 
tempted  by  a  bunch  of  wasp  grubs  at  Burton  Joyce  and 
East  Stoke.  On  private  waters,  Mr.  P.  Wilson  and  his 
eon,  Alfred,  have,  in  three  ontings,  landed  nearly  1001b. 
of  bream,  besides  a  brace  of  chub  weighing  6Jlb.  Three 
labouring  men  of  Gunthorpe  have  baen  fined  208.  each  for 
attempting  to  take  fish  by  means  of  an  eel-spear  in  the 
waters  of  the  Nottingham  Corporation  Sewage  Farm,  near 
Burton  Joyce.  With  regard  to  the  late  saSocation  of 
trout  on  the  Greet  through  (as  alleged)  foul  sewage,  the 
clerk  to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  has  written  to  the 
Southwell  Rural  District  Council  recommending  the 
council  to  make  a  payment  of  £50  towards  the  cost  of 
restocking  the  river.  The  matter  was  discussed  at  the 
council's  last  meeting,  and  they  repudiated  their  liability, 
the  clerk  incidentally  remarking  that  the  members  could 
not  help  a  sudden  thunderstorm,  which  was  the  primary 
cause  of  the  mischief  done. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
There  has  been  a  generous  exodus  from  Sheffield  this 
week,  this  being  the  one  particular  part  of  the  year  when 
anglers  make  a  special  effort  to  visit  their  happy  fishing 
grounds.  Matches  have  been  really  the  attraction,  and 
thus  general  sport  cannot  be  so  well  spoken  of.  As  showing 
how  matches  and  sweepstakes  attract  our  anglers,  it  is 
interesting  to  point  out  that  no  less  than  ninety-two  clubs 
were  thus  engaged  in  the  Boston  district  on  Monday,  the 
number  of  persons  booking  from  Sheffield  to  Boston  alone 
being  3697.  There_  would  be  some  1000  persons  visiting 
the  Wisbeaoh  district,  where  there  were  other  matches, 
and  rnost  of  the  waters,  local  included,  were  patronised  for 
a  similar  purpose.  Speaking  generally,  the  sport  met  with 
was  good.  Apart  from  matches  the  Keadby  Canal  has 
yielded  fair  baskets  of  bream  and  roach,  though  the  fish 
have  not  run  large.  Bream  and  eels  have  provided  the 
principal  sport  at  Haxey,  and  the  former  have  run  as  high 
as  3Jlb.  The  "Trent  has  done  very  well  indeed,  and  the 
sape  may  be  said  of  the  Witham,  which  is  now  in  excellent 
trim.  Sport  in  the  Ancholme  has  fallen  off  somewhat. 
Still,  it  has  been  of  a  fair  character,  principally  among 
roach  and  white  bream  of  about  lib.  weight.  The 
Spalding  waters  have  yielded  their  record  catch  of  roach 
for  the  season,  sixty-six  roach  of  the  aggregate  weight  of 
241b.  being  taken  from  Pode  Hole  Basin.  Trout  fishing 
continues  very  poor. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

R  oach  fishing  has  lately  been  the  sport  par  excellence  so 
far  as  the  Severn  is  coe  earned.  At  Shrewsbury  the  river 
banks  on  each  side  of  the  stream  have  been  lined  with 
fishers.  One  of  about  IJlb.  was  last  week  landed  by  an 
angler  near  the  Cherry  Orchard  Ferry.  Those  anglers 
who  are  cyclists  have  ajgrext  advantage  over  their  brethren, 
as  they  are  able  to  reach  unfrequented  places  and  bait  up 
swims  for  their  almost  exclusive  sport.  Emstrey,  Atcbam, 
Cronkhill,  and  above  Shrewsbury,  the  Isle  and  Montford 
are  among  the  most  easily  reached  stretches  of  river  to  be 
recommended  to  cyclist  anglers.  Chub  fishing  just 
now  is  providing  rare  sport  to  those  who  care  for  it. 
One  or  two  small  jack  have  been  taken  near  Shrewsbury. 
Grayling  ought  now  to  be  sought  for,  as  very  soon  the 
autumn  rains  will  make  it  a  difficult  matter  to  locate  them 
and  obtain  sport.  Mr.  Allen,  on  Saturday,  captured  three 
nice  grayling  while  fly  fishing  at  Eyton  rock.  It  is  a 
difficult  matter  now  to  obtain  from  the  Severn  a  dish  of 
dace  such  as  might  easily  have  been  captured  some  years 
ago.  Bait  catchers  and  predatory  fish  have  sadly  reduced 
their  numbers.  Weather  and  water  now  favour  all 
methods  of  angling,  whether  in  stream  or  pool,  and 
prospects  generally  are  satisfactory.  Rudd  and  roach 
in  the  meres  afford  excellent  sport  just  now,  gentles 
and  wasp  grub  being  perhajps  the  best  baits.  There 
is  an  idea  prevalent  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
Shropshire  Association  to  net  out  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish 
in  the  supposed  interests  of  trout  and  salmon.  Such  is 
pot  the  case,  and  it  should  certainly  not  be  attempted.  It 
is,  however,  unreasonable  to  expect  the  wolf,  in  the  person 
of  the  pike,  to  live  in  innocent  harmony  with  trout,  gray- 
ling, roach,  and  dace  ;  therefore,  in  the  interests  of  bottom 
fisher  and  fly  fisher  alike,  on  the  principle  of  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number  of  anglers,  Esox  lucius  should 
be  regarded  as  a  rogue  and  vagabond,  and  destroyed  by 
every  legitimate  means.  There  is  plenty  of  fine  sport  to 
be  had  among  the  pike  in  the  meres,  so  that  Shropshire 
anglers  generally  would  have  little  need  to  repine  if  not 
one  jack  were  left  in  the  running  waters. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  is  some  time  since  anglers  in  this  district  have 
enjoyed  such  a  pleasant  week's  angling— the  water  in  all 
the  rivers  in  nice  order,  the  weather  beautiful.    The  take 
of  trout  and  grayling  has  not  been  large,  but  large 
quantities  of  coarse  fish  have   been  taken.    This  is 
a  roach   season,  and   good   sport  among   them  was 
expected,  but  the  number  caught  have  exceeded  ex- 
pectation ;  and  bream  fishing  in  the  Avon  is  better 
than  for  years  past.    Mr.  W.  Hartland,  of  the  Sabrina 
Club,  had  two  days  at  them  near  Pershore.    On  the 
first  he  took  751b.,  on  the  second  301b. — very  good  sport 
for  the  Avon.    A  number  of  others  had  heavy  creels  of 
bream.    Mr.  W.  Holder  had  excellent  sport  among  the 
roach  close  to  the  city  of  Worcester.    On  Thursday  he 
caught  17lb.,  Fridiy  101b.,  and  Saturday  early  morning 
thirty-three  in  number — very  fine  fish.    Paste  the  bait 
used.    Tom  Jones,  fishing  near  Kempsey,  took  a  nice  lot 
with  the  wheat,  among  them  a  grand  specimen  roach  l|ib. 
Mr.  A.  Coombe,  Upton-on-Severn,   had  several  big 
catches  of  roach,  heaviest  about  151b.    Messrs.  C.  Thould, 
F.  Paley,  C.  Evans,  and  others  had  heavy  creels  of  fish 
in  the  same  neighbourhood.    A  number  of  anglers  have 
fished  the  Teme  with  the  fly,  and  in  some  places  sport  was 
very  fair  indeed.   Above  Knightwick  some  capital  gray- 
ling were  taken  at  Martley,  and  farther  up  trout  were 
taken.    Messrs.  Jones  and  Morris  had  excellent  sport 
from  Martley  Weir.    Among  their  take  was  a  very  fine 
trout,  a  large  chub,  and  some  very  large  perch — taken  with 
the  worni.    The  Worcester  Angling  Club  had  a  contest  at 
Knightwick  on  Thursday.    There  was  a  good  show  of 
members,  but  no  heavy  weights  taken.  Mr.  T.  Prosser  was 
first,  with  21b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  T.  Birbeck  second  ;  Mr.  Cooper 
third.  The  Nag's  Head  Club  fished  a  contest  in  the  Avon  at 
Twyning  Fleet  on  Aug.  19.    There  was  a  big  show-up  of 
members,  but  daring  the  contest  the  fish  were  not  feeding, 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  great  heat;  still,  there  was  a  fair 
lot  of  fish  brought  to  the  scales,  Mr.  H.  Knight  taking 
first  and  special  for  heaviest  fish  ;  0.  Dolphin,  second ;  H. 
Hobbs,  third  ;  R.  Playdon,  fourth ;  J.  Mealing,  fifth  ;  H. 
Hodges,  sixth ;  and  H.  Workman,  seventh.  The  Worcester 
United  Working  Men's  Club  had  a  splendid  outing  on 
Saturday  at  Croome  Park,  by  the  kind  invitation  of  the 
Earl  of  Coventry.  The  Croome  river  was  fished  with  great 
sncoess,  large  quantities  of  rudd,  tench,  and  eels  being 
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taken.  The  best  baskets,  perhiDS,  were  40Ib.  of  radd  by 
MeBsra.  Seth  Robinaon  and  G.  Bvrana,  and  a  very  fine  lot 
of  tench  and  eels  cinmht  by  Mr.  E.  Buckley.  There  were 
three  large  brake-loada  of  members  present ;  all  hid  fish 
and  all  enjoyed  themselves.  Weather  and  scenery  delight- 
fnl,  and  everyone  grateful  to  Lord  Coventry  for  his 
kindness.  I  have  just  heard  of  splendid  sport  at  Chad- 
bury  on  the  Avon,  had  by  Messrs.  Walter  Cull,  W  Hill 
*?u  \  Wheatley,  Cull's  catch  weighed  301b.,  and  the 
othera  had  full  creels,  all  bream  and  roach. 


FROM  YORK  AND  D  STRICT. 
There  is  much  activity  amongst  the  local  cluba,  who 
have  been  hshiog  and  meeting  on  all  hands.  The  York 
and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  held  their  first 
match  in  the  Quae  at  Fnlford,  on  the  15th  inst  The 
water  was  very  muddy,  and  good  sport  could  not  be 
expected.  Between  thirty  and  forty  competitors  turned 
up.  The  head  winner  was  G.  Henderson,  of  the  Torh- 
shtre  Herald  Club,  whose  weijht  of  fish  was  31b.  lloz  • 
second,  W.  Wood,  Clifton  Club,  31b.  6oz. ;  third.  W  Hard- 
castle,  St.  Laurence's  Club,  21b.  7oz.  Twenty-four 
5']?,l®"'m!'®'^®.'!"'°,'  the  aggregate  oatch  was  nearly 
wu^'ij^t®  -^-S-  proceeded  to  the  Derwent,  at 

Wheldrake  for  their  third  ma'ch,  on  the  14ch,  the  party 
being  smaller  than  usual.  The  weather  was  extremely 
hot  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  Sport  was  good,  and 
Mr.  B  Smith  caught  a  fine  roach  and  dace.  weiffhiDg 
upwards  of  9Ib. ;  second,  A.  Simpson,  61b.  9|oz  ;  third 
'  2  Chapman,  51b  loz.  ' 

fifth.  Councillor  B.  Staines,  31b.  8  )z  ;  sixth  J  W 
Su"^°u"-'  1^°'-'  seventh,  E.  Taylor.  21b.  6*>z.';  &o. 
The  Thirsk  and  Sowerby  Club  held  their  annual  match  on 
Saturday,  la  the  Swale,  at  C  .tton.  The  biggest  haul  was 
made  by  W.  J^rland,  2lb.  gjiz.,  and  over  thirty  others 
took  prizes.  The  annual  match  in  cinnection  with  the 
TadcMter  Angling  and  Preservation  Society  took  place 
J  h  Wheldrake,  whon  some  score  members  com 
>,  T^^r  tang  in  fine  trim,  all  made  catches 
v-*/J^  J  weighing  61b.  8|oz.  The 

JNidderdale  Club  fished  their  annual  match  on  the  18th 
inst  It  had  b(en  postponed  a  week,  owing  to  the  very 
muddy  condition  of  the  river,  and  the  water  hid  not 
greatly  improved.  It  is  said  that  the  objectionable  state 
ot  tie  stream  proceeds  from  operations  at  the  Bradford 
Waterworks  George  Bentley's  oatch  was  the  largest,  and 
It  only  weighed  lib.  Inz.  The  York  matches  include  the 
following:  Lendal  Bridge  A. A.,  at  Linton,  Aug.  18- 
heaviest  weight  of  fish,  J.  Snowdon.  21b.  2oz. ;  the  special 
prize  for  the  largest  roach  being  won  by  E.  Thompson, 
and  that  for  the  largest  eel  by  E.  Waters.  St.  Dennis 
A  A.,  at  Low  Catton  on  Monday;  smaU  catches:  J. 
Storey,  first,  who,  with  Smith  and  Oidiir,  took  the 
speciils.     Torkshtre  Herald  A  8.,  at  Wheldrake  Inga 

Jn  ?  w"'*-i  'v.°?  ^T^^^ll  t'^enty-^shtrodmenweighld- 
m,  A_Wvril  being  first.  31b  4  ,z. ;  special  for  six  best  fish 
A.  Turner -Brown.  York  Confectionery  Company 
Limited  A  S.,  at*Linton  Locka,  on  Saturday;  J.  Slee 
A  *•  Melbourne  Club,  West  Cottiagwith 

Trout  fisher!  have 

had  moderate  sport. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

^*  Bridge  is  good,  and' 

At  Hart  s  Weir,  by  ticket  at  the  inn.  At.  St.  John's 
Bridge  only  by  staying  at  The  Trout,  it  being  reserved 

rZr^hu^.°W^r^T'  ^o«>.  """es.  well  stocked  with 
roach,  chub,  barbel,  pike,  and  perch.    Lechlade  bv 

iy^nX       ^'"V-   P"'^^'^^'      stoppbg  at  WhiS 

farmer.     ^"^'.^f'^.        P"'^*^'  ^"^^  ^^^'^         t«  f^Om 
farmers.    Bretherton  is  a  good  man  for  Lechlade.  Baits 
can  generally  be  got  at  most  of  these  olaces. 
tn  h!"''^''      • '"'V  ^'""^^  °^  coarse  fish  are 

Far^ir'^  ^°  i^^'^^'^.'^^y  Maidstone  and 


not  wntmg  from  hearsay,  and  that  my  personal  ezpe- 
nenoea  can  be  confirmed  by  my  two  friends.    Here  is  how 
the  £10  per  week  for  Mullingar  trout  fishing  is  worked 
out,  and  if  "  Glenhest"  saw  the  bill,  with  the  "extras  " 
added,  I  fancy   it   would   modify   his   opinion  that 
a  man  may  profitably  spend  a  few  days  at  Mullingar." 
Here  are  the  bare  charges  per  day :  Hotel,  lOa.  6d.  ; 
beat,  7a.;    car,  63. ;    driver,    23. ;    boatman's  lunch 
and  whisky,  33.  6d.  ;  making  a  total  for  each  week  £10  23. 
'This  IS  the  sum  paid  by  all  the  men  I  met  who  fi^h^d  there 
this  season,  and  they  were  both  loud  and  long  in  their 
condemnation  of  the  fishing.    I  grumbled  at  the  oar  hire 
as  a  fraud,  but  found  there  was  a  "  ring,"  and  no  one 
"  ??i    i?"^»  ""^        ^^"^  money.    Next  I  am  asked  by 
Glenhest    whether  I  have  ever  broken  my  journey  at 
Castlebarand  fished  the  lakes  of  that  "  region."    I  like 
that  last  word,  it  is  so  suggesiive  of  long  car  drives  and 
fooling  round "  on  wild  goose  chisea,  which  aptly 
describes  what  happened  to  iiae  when  I  did  explore  Castle- 
onfC    Those  mythical  pike,  running  from  26Jlb.  up  to 
301bj  apiece,  are  plentiful  in  the  imiginationa  of  "  Glen- 
hest s  '  countrymen,  but  are  not  often  met  with  in  the 
flesh  in  the  Castlebar  district.   I  am  glad  that  he  asks  me 
how  the  cost  per  day  was  made  up  at  Leenane,  for  fishing 
expenses  alone,  because  it  affords  an  evidence  of  his  own 
want  of  knowledge  of  how  the  angling  tourist  is  there 
treated.   It  also  affords  me  another  opportunity  of  pro- 
testing against  th  3  monstrous  charges  for  fishing  a  land- 
^cked  lough,  with  nothing  in  it  but  wee  3jz.  brownies. 
Here  are  the  items:  Ctiarge  for  fishing,  Ts.  6J. ;  hire  of 
boat,  2s.  6d  ;  boatmen's  wages,  7s. ;  car,  7s.  6d. ;  driver 
2s.  6d. ;  men's  refreshments,  2s  6d.  ;  ferry,  48  ;  gillie, 
2s.  6i. ;  tipa,  la.    Nor  waa  this  a  single  day's  experience, 
tor  some  friends  of  mine  who  were  there  at  the  same 
time  stuck  to  it  for  neariy  a  fortnight  and  got  nothing  but 
miserable  little  brown  trout— there  was  nothing  else  in 
the  water.   As  to  Ballinahinoh,  "  Glenhest"  is  delight- 
tuUy  vague.     Where  is  this  wonderful  sea  trout  and 
salmon  fiahing  that  he  aaya  can  be  cheaply  obtamed  ? 
Where  thoae     many  wa'era  ef  this  lovely  region  " 
wherein  the  wandering  angler  of  small  means  can  catch 
the  king  of  fish  ?    I  am  but  just  returned  from  this 
aeiighttnl,  bat  expensive  "region,"  and  I  am  therefore 
doing  a  friendly  thing  to  my  fellow  anglors  in  warning 
them  that  the  fishing  here  costs  about  £3  per  day.  I 
Know  the  whole  district,  and  have  explored  its  angliog 
resources  over  and  over  again,  my  last  visit  being  barely  a 
month  old.    "Glenhest"  does  me  a  cruel  injustice  in 
attempting  to  twist  my  criticism  of  his  literary  methods 
ot  earning  money  into  an  attack  upon  the  angling  re- 
sources of  Ireland.    There  is  no  "  Saxon  "  angler  more 
devoted  to  Irish  fishing  than  myself,  and  there  are  no 
greater  enemies  to  the  Irish  angling  industry  than  those 
who  send  the  members  of  our  craft  to  places  where  they 
will  be  made  to  pay  excessive  prices,  and  get  no  sport 
worthy  of  the  name  in  return  for  their  money.    This  is 
killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  eggs,  and  I  agree  with 
V jator    that  some  of  the  Irish  people  are  doing  their 
best  to  kiU  the  angling  resources  of  Ireland.    As  an  illns- 
tratim  of  how  costly  thia  fishing  ia  becoming,  no  one 
could  foUow  the  tour  sketched  out  by  "  Ghnbest "  and 
spend  a  month  m  fishing  the  vari-us  places  he  recom- 
mends for  a  less  sum  than  £60  or  £70.    Remember  that  I 
am  saying  this  as  the  result  of  personal  experiences,  and 
have  all  the  facts  and  figures  before  me.   What  the 
Ji.Dgli8h  angler  wanta  to  know  is  where  he  can  get  good 
sport  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  what  that  price  is  g(  ingto 
be.    buch  vapoury  articles  as  those  contribnt^^d  by  '•  Glen- 
heat    are  a  delusion  and  a  snare  to  the  would-be  wandering 
angler.    So  far  from  beirg  a  soured  and  disappointed 
tishermin,  rendered  "  vicious  "  by  his  defeata,"  I  made  a 
very  hoe  score  in  Ireland  this  season,  my  beat  bag  being 
thirty  salmon  in  three  days,  and  on  one  other  day  I  got 
fave    I  also  got  a  201b.  pike  and  an  181b.  pike,  to  say 
nothing  of  some  very  good   baskets  of  trout  taken 
dspjiDg.  -Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gedney 

Bromley,  Kent.   


letter,  and  note  the  appeal  he  makes  to  "  Irish  bote 
keepers  and  angling  authorities  to  reduce  the  contingent  " 
1  come  to  the  conclusion  "  Senex  "  has  not  been  "  Boyled'" 
enough,  for  he  la  yet  far  too  green  if  he  thinks  Irish  inn- 
keepers,  pubhc  or  private,  will  cater  for  tourists,  fiahing 
or  otherwise,  less  than  £3  per  week,  which,  as  I  said 
before,  includea  board,  lodging,  boat  and  man,  with  first- 
class  trout,  pike,  and  perch  fiahing.  He  accuses  me  of 
cheap  advertismg.  I  would  like  to  know  for  what  ?  as  I 
keep  no  hotel.  I  certainly  keep  one  or  two  gentlemen 
every  May  and  Spptember.  I  need  very  little  advertising 
tor  this  I  never  advocated  L,  Key  as  a  free  rising 
trout  lake.  Yet  I  give  you  the  result  of  one  gentleman's 
fashing  on  it  in  the  spring  of  last  year :  On  March  27 
aY,1  fishing,  he  killed  four  trout,  ll^lb.  (largest 

filh.).  From  then  until  rise  of  May  Fly  he  killed  forty 
trout,  aU  with  the  artificiil  fly,  and  only  went  out 
occasionally,  never  fishinsr  a  whole  day.  His  name  and 
address  is-Mr.  Wills,  Rockingham,  Boyle.  I  have  for 
years  reported  to  the  F.  G.,  and  distinctly  state  I  never 
sent  a  report  that  was  not  correct,  and  intend  in  future  to 
here         >°*^^'^«8t  in  letting  the  public  know  of  our  fishing 

I  know  Mr.  Healy,  of  Pontoon,  and  have  often  sent 
him  gentlemen,  who  afterwards  told  me  they  were  sitisfied 
with  both  his  place  and  treatment. 

I  send  you  a  photo  showing  the  result  of  the  last  day's 
fashing  I  had  on  Arrow  (not  for  publication).  It  was  at  a 
time  of  y-ar  when  we  never  think  of  trout  fishing ;  still,  one 
ot  the  gentlemen,  who  I  am  sure  yon  know,  kUled  his  largest 
trout,  bilb.,  whioh  was  sent  to  Cooper  to  be  set  up  This 
was  first  week  in  July,  and  tilled  on  a  trout  m'innow. 
The  statement  of  "Senex"  "  that  the  L.  Arrow  and 
1^.  Jiey  trout  can  only  be  got  at  the  critical  period  of  the 
trreen  Drake  rise"  is  too  ridiculous  for  even  contradic 
tion.- Yours  truly,  g.  Taylor. 

Boyle.   

Dear  Sir,— For  anglers  with  short  purses,  and  who 
don  t  mind  roughing  it  a  bit,  let  me  recommend  them  to 
try  Lough  Mask,  and  put  up  at  Mr.  J.  Curran's  farmhouse 
Lower  Cloughbrack,  Clonbnr,  co.  Galway. 

A  friend  and  I  spent  a  few  very  pleasant  weeks  there  laet 
spring,  and  our  united  expenses  for  board,  lodging,  boat 
and  men  came  to  £4  ISs.  a  -week.  ' 

For  one  angler  fishing  alone  in  a  boat  the  cost  comes  to 
£d  3s.  a  week.— Yours  faithfully,  R  A  C 


FISHING  NEAR  LLA.NDAFF. 
•  ^^^f^^^^,\1^"7?P^y  *°        D'^jonge's  irquiry  in  your 
'r^'«*  °/t  ^®  i^i'i  ^       *°       thafrthe  fishiuK  in  the  river 
lafl  at  Llandaff  is  under  the  control  of  the  Taff  and  Ely 
Fishing  Association,  and  season  tickets  for  the  roach  &ah- 
i?r*,°-P  'l^it^jiver  are  issued  by  their  secretary,  Mr.  Arthur 
Waldron,  of  22,  Duke-street,  Cardiff,  at  53.  each.  Season 
tickets  for  both  the  Taff  and  Ely,  covering  both  roach  and 
trout  fishing,  are  issued  to  membsrs  of  the  Cardiff  Pisca- 
T?'w  °°°'^'^y  at  21s.  ;  to  other  people  they  are  253.  Mr 
I      Jones  IS  evidently  writing  under  a  mif  apprehension 
when  he  states  that  "  cheap  "  tickets  are  obtainable  from 
^nu             Chambers,  of  Card  ff,  as  that  cannot  be  so. 
The  Glamorganshire  Canal  contains  roach,  if  no  other 
and  tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  canal  office  on  payment 
ot  Is.    That  is  about  the  only  coarse  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  Llandaff  besides  the  Taff.— Yours  faithfufiy, 
  Ernest  Webster. 


[We  do  not  hold  owrselves  reaponstble  for  the  opmiona 
expressed  by  our  Corrfspondents.] 

AN  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  IRELAND 
an!;i!«^;n  ^^'T^'J  u^^J°''  °^  English 

^  -5  ^'^l^"*^  *°to  conflict  with  your 

J"'*,''°°*"^,"*?j:,'  ^'^o  ^'^^^  1»«  identity  under  the 
IZ^tafTX  f  yt''^"'''".    S«  t°  a  life  loni 

h!?k-  I  .  ^  0*      "aft  too  seriously. 

He  objects  to  my  "critical  methods."    Very  likely  ior 

Mv*  *°       ^         ^  »Pade.    But  to  the  point! 

my  actual  personal  experiences  of  fishing  in  Ireland 
Wb  m'  Pa«t  eighteen  years-«ith  only  one  year's 
wasthevlir.T''"  tshing  holiday  there  this  season 
n4e  V\!f  ^  eport-alike  with  salmon,  trout,  and 

exn!7«ii    i*^"  and  awky  the  most 

riv^  fiL„  r^T"""^  throughout  the  west  of  Ireland 
mllL-l    '  .  P'ol»»b>ti»e  to  men  of  limited 

means-except  on  the  river  Moy.   It  is  upon  the  question 
I -  J  *°         '«^n«  "i^li  "  Glenhest," 

re^^a  ^*  ^^^^^on  us  about  which  your 

Weft  "  r.'t^rv^^V*'*"-  80  over  the  "  WUd 

Lakes  Cllin  w"'  asain  starting  at  the  Westmeath 
leases,  Mulhngar.    He  says  theae  lakes  are  full  of  trout 

fishin^T/*'  ^'I  '''^^  acttlal  cost  of 

comft   wni  J.'*"  P'^'f  fisnres  to  be 

we?cfhtV       l\P''*T'^^  "^^^  °f  anglers  and 

°*,.^»«^et8,  that  the  recent  May  Ply  season  yielded 
anythmg  hke  good  sport  ?    He  must  remembe^  ^at  I  am 


THE  BANN  AT  KILREA,  &c. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  your  correspondent  in  this  district, 
mr.  Dan  O  Fee,  kindly  explain  his  last  week's  report  ? 
Me  began  It  by  telling  us  that  the  river  was  flooded— at 
winter  level— and  said  it  was  much  too  deep  for  salmon  to 
take  the  fly.  He  ends  his  report  by  giving  a  list  of 
fourteen  salmon  killed  daring  the  week,  and  adds  "all 
the  above  were  taken  on  the  fly."  I  can  only  suppose 
that  the  river  report  was  written  in  the  wilda  of 
Hiaharkin,  and  that  the  facta  were  ascertained  when  Dau 
paid  his  usual  nocturnal  visit  to  the  Kilrea  post-office- 
hen  ce  the  contradiction  !  I  was  meditaring  a  trip  to  the 
Bann  for  the  back-end  of  the  season,  and  upon  readinij 
halt-way  through  this  report  by  Dan  O'Fee  threw  down 
the  paper  in  despair.  A  subsequent  perasal  of  this  report 
revealed  . the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  it  had  been 
evolved  out  of  the  inner  consciousness  of  "Dan"  He 
possesses  a  fine,  fljwery,  and  fertile  imagination,  which  is 
cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined  in  Rasharkin;  albeit  he 
ties  the  finest  salmon  flies  of  any  man  in  Ireland— when 
he  thinks  he  will.    This  is  not  often.— Yours  truly. 

  Pater. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
i<  a',,  ^j*^  ^  am  compelled  to  take  exception  to 
Senex,  and  in  a  stronger  manner  than  I  would  wish.  I 
hope  I  am  the  only  Irishman  who  will  condescend  to  notios 
his  appeal  for  further  information.  I  would  not  think  of 
it  only  in  fair  play  to  gentlemen  who  I  know  are  anxious 
to  get  good  trout  and  pike  fishing  at  a  fair  c  st,  both  in 
spring  and  autumn.  Now,  in  the  firso  place,  I  would 
o«  ™iioh  obliged  if  "  Senex  "  would  give  his  name  to  the 
public,  for  I  know  several  gentlemen  who,  I  am  sure,  would 
blush  to  find  an  English  brother  angler  capible  of  publish- 
ing such  a  misleading  statement.    When  I  read  his  first 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir,— There  ia  fairiy  good  roach  fishing  at  Llan- 
51  •  occationally  a  carp  is  taken.  Fishing  tickets 
(7s.  6d)  are  issued  by  the  Taff  and  Ely  Rodfishing 
Association.  Hon.  secretary  and  treasurer,  Arthur 
Waldron,  Esq.,  22,  Duke-street,  Cardiff. 

If  Mr.  Dejonge  is  likely  to  remain  long  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  all  information 
necessary  for  this  district.— Yours  truly, 
62,  Oakfield-street,  Cardiff.  Ri'chakd  Harris. 


FISHING  IN  THE  IVEL. 
Dear  Sir,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  25  last 
appeared  an  article  entitled,  "  Ledgering  for  Roach,"  in 
which  the  writer  spoke  very  highly  of  the  Biggleswade 
district  of  the  Ivel,  saying  that  he  had  fished  the  Thames 
Bare,  Waveney,  &c.,  and  had  never  had  such  good  snort 
as  in  the  Ivel. 

Well,  on  the  strength  of  this  I  went  down  to  Biggles- 
wade on  Saturday  last,  and  fouid  a  little  gin-clear  stream 
very  shallow  for  the  most  part,  and  with  an  appalling 
growth  of  weeds,  rendering  bottom  fishing  out  of  the 
question.  I  tramped  miles  to  find  a  swim,  bnt  without 
success.  There  were  one  or  two  deep  pools,  but  those 
were  being  utilised  as  bathing  places. 

The  result  was  I  came  back  to  town  Sunday  evening 
fishlesa.  having  had  a  nice  country  walk  which  cost  me 
about  153. 

I  shall  be  very  gl.d  indeed  to  know  in  what  part  of  the 
river  your  contributor  found  his  fish,  and  I  am  quite  at  a 
loss  to  understand  his  comparing  it  with  such  graLd  rivers 
as  the  Waveney,  Bure,  &c.— Yours  faithfully, 

rr.  1.  .       .  Disappointed. 

[Perhaps  the  writer  of  the  article  ("Roacher")  will 
kindly  answer.]   

NEW  SEA  FISHING  ROD. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  like  to  call  your  attention  to  a  new 
rod  that  has  been  built  to  my  order, 

I  have  always  advocated  the  having  a  rod  for  sea 
fishing  that  ahonld  be  light,  strong,  and  have  an  equal 
bend  commencing  a  few  inches  forward  of  the  winch 
fittings,  and  extending  equally  and  proportionately  as  the 
rod  decreases  in  thickness  to  its  point.    Meaars.  Carter 
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and  Co.,  of  St.  John's-street-road,  have  produced  a  cane 
built  rod  that  answers  all  the  requirements  that  the  most 
fastidious  sea  fisherman  could  wish  for,  and  in  ray  humble 
opinion  is  the  most  perfect  rod  for  the  work  possible  to  be 
constrnoted,  and  although  rather  costly,  should  not  be  so 
in  the  long  run,  and  with  ordinary  care  ought  to  last  a 
lifetime.  This  rod  was  shown  at  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
meeting  held  on  Wednesday  last,  and  was  considered  by 
all  to  do  great  credit  to  the  builders. — Yours  truly, 

T.  B.  Bates, 

WIRE  SEA  LINES.  _  _  • 
Deab  Sir, — Reading  last  week's  issue,  I  think  it  only 
fair  to  respect  Messrs.  Carter's  opinions  with  regard  to 
the  above  lines  when  used  from  a  boat  with  large  pulley 
rings  and  reel,  but  I  am  afraid  the  latter  two  adjuncts 
would  have  to  be  not  less  than  4in.  diameter^  rings  and 
20in.  diameter  wheel,  as  tUis  is  what  we  use  in  wires  of 
about  the  same  thickness.  IF  it  were  not  for  this  I  could 
imagine,  as  an  engineer  and  angler,  the  pleasure  of  using 
a  thin  metal  line,  but  where  is  the  metal  that  resists  sea 
water  perfectly  and  does  not  leave  at  the  very  least  some 
roughness  that  tends  to  separate  the  wires,  and  destroy 
that  nice  feeling  of  elasticity  that  wire  lines  have  when 
new  ?  Metal  of  any  kind  will  resist  a  direct  tensile  stress 
or  pull  with  the  grain  equal  to  the  metal's  quality,  but  if 
under  any  circumstances  the  pull  with  the  grain  is  diverted 
from  the  straight  line,  then  the  action  caused  by  the  pull 
is  not  a  direct  stress,  but  a  series  of  stresses  acting  on  the 
wires  at  the  top  ring  in  such  a  way  as  to  tend  to  oomprees 
the  inner  and  extend  the  outer  wires  of  the  line,  but  the 
inner  fibres  or  wires  are  too  small  to  compress,  and  the 
outer  just  suitable  to  extend.  It  thus  follows  after  a 
heavy  pull  that  the  line  is  longer  on  the  one  side  than  the 
other,  and  a  curve  is  the  result,  and  every  curve  is  thus  a 
weakness.  This  is  what  I  take  to  be  the  effect  of  fishing 
from  the  rod  point  cut  of  a  boat,  but  supposing  a  kink  (and 
who  can  avoid  kinks  ?)  in  a  wire  line,  then  the  above 
stresses  are  multiplied,  and  form  the  most  dangerous  of  all 
in  their  tendency  to  rupture.  I  have  never  yet  seen  the 
wire  (even  the  most  ductile)  that,  when  kinked,  would  not 
snap  sooner  or  later,  and  in  my  opinion  the  wire  sea  line 
to  resist  angling  stresses  and  sea  water  has  yet  to  be  made, 
and  there  is  a  great  possibility  it  never  wiU,  as  metals  do 
not  give  and  take  during  stresses  in  the  same  way  as  silks 
or  cottons. 

I  have  had  a  lot  of  experience  in  wire  cables,  wire  for 
sounding  machines,  ropes  for  winding,  &o.,  also  of  wire 
sea  lines,  and  cannot  but  express  a  wish  that  they  were  all 
silk,  and  I  could  coil  on,  uncoil,  knot,  fish  from  the  reel  or 
hand,  and  always  with  that  feeling  of  security  in  my  tackle 
which  leads  me  to  feel  sure  of  my  fish  if  he  is  only  well 
hooked.— Yonrs  truly,-    ___  R.  Dunn. 

SOME  SEA  FISHING  NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

Dear  Maeston, — I  am  writing  to  give  you  a  little 
news  re  sea  fishing,  and  to  ask  for  some  information  on  a 
subject  about  which  I  am  lamentably  ignorant.  Perhaps 
some  of  your  sea  fishing  correspondents  or  Dr.  Patterson 
can  enlighten  me.  In  the  first  place  I  may  tell  you  that 
trout  fishing  has  been  so  hopeless  lately  that  I  have 
betaken  myself  to  the  sad  sea  waves,  and  have  been 
rewarded  with  excellent  sport.  When  one  is  debarred 
from  the  higher  cults  of  the  art  sea  fishing  is  not  to  be 
despised,  and  as  a  health-giving  recreation  is_  bad  to  beat. 
I  do  not  go  in  for  the  hand-line  business,  which  seems  to 
me  a  poor  game.  I  use  a  well-balanced  rod,  fine  silk  line 
(100yds.)  on  an  aluminium  sea  reel,  and  a  sea  tackle  of 
single  gut  which  I  have  invented,  and  it  will  shortly  be 
brought  out  by  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  of  St.  John's- 
street-road.  The  single  gut  seems  to  work  the  oracle,  as 
I  certainly  get  plenty  of  fish  when  disciples  of  the  old 
school  return  empty-handed.  On  Saturday  last  I  left 
Ramsgate  Harbour  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  sailed  away  into 
the  bay  known  as  Pegwell,  and  about  half  a  mile  inside 
the  "  Patch  "  buoy.  The  water  was  as  clear  as  gin,  but 
I  soon  got  to  work,  and  had  good  sport  for  three  or  four 
hours.  Ultimately  I  came  back  with  a  very  mixed  bag, 
viz.,  thirty  good  plaice,  thirty-eight  large  dabs,  about  a 
Boore  of  whiting  (not  very  large,  as  they  have  only  just  put 
in  an  appearance),  three  fine  flounders,  one  bass,  one 
gurnet,  and  one  dogfish.  This  was  not  bad  for  an 
unlikely  day— hot  sun  and  bright  water.  The  next  day 
the  heat  was  intense,  but  I  started  away  earl^  (about 
seven  in  the  morning),  and  went  in  the  opposite  direction, 
about  half-way  between  Broadstairs  and  Ramsgate.  1 
began  fishing  opposite  the  mansion  lately  occupied  by  Sir 
Moses  Montefiore,  and  about  a  mile  from  the  shore.  At 
first  nothing  came  of  the  venture,  and  I  was  contemplating 
a  move  when  the  rod  was  nearly  jerked  out  of  my  hand. 
I  responded  with  a  vicious  strike,  and  hauled  in  the  first 
cod  of  the  season. 

For  two  hours  we  had  good  sport  with  unusually  fine 
dabs  and  an  occasional  cod.  The  fish  then  left  off  biting, 
and  we  sailed  away  again  to  the  scene  of  our  yesterday's 
success.  I  was  expecting  to  get  some  more  plaice  in  the 
bay,  but,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  chanced  upon  a  school  of 
big  pouting,  and  for  an  hour  during  the  slack  tide  these 
plucky  fish  gave  us  some  real  fun.  When  the  tide  made 
the  pouting  left  off,  and  the  plaice  began  to  feed,  so  that 
by  the  time  the  shades  of  evening  fell  I  had  another  good 
bug  of  fish,  viz.,  sixty  dabs  (very  fine  average),  twenty 
plaice,  four  cod,  a  few  small  whiting,  and  about  eighty 
large  pouting.  I  returned  to  shore  in  high  spirits,  and 
really  enjoyed  a  most  recherche  little  dinner  at  the  new 
Granville  (which  is  quite  a  palace  of  luxury),  and  after,  to  the 
strains  of  a  most  perfect  little  string  band,  the  cigar,  with 
caf^  noir,  avec  une  petite  verre,  put  the  finishing  touch  to 
a  most  delightful  day.  Ramsgate  would  be  a  convenient 
centre  for  sea  fishing  were  it  not  that  sport  has  certainly 
deteriorated  during  the  past  eight  or  ten  years.  The  great 
evil  is  the  constant  trawling  going  on  in  the  bay,  whereby 
millions  of  immature  fish  are  destroyed  and  the  feeding 


beds  ploughed  up  and  spoiled.  Now,  what  I  want  to  know 
is  this  :  Is  there  no  law  to  prevent  trawlers  from  netting 
within  a  certain  distance  from  the  shore  ?  And  if  there  is, 
what  is  the  best  way  of  putting  the  law  into  force  ? 
Directly  a  good  catch  of  flatfish  is  reported  on  the  hand- 
lines  the  trawlers  are  out,  raking  up  the  ground  and 
spoiling  the  fishing  for  weeks.  I  have  seen  often  and 
often  the  public  pleasure  boat,  yclept  the  Champion, 
returning  after  two  hours'  trawling  with  hundreds  of 
miserable  little  dabs  and  plaice,  weighing  about  2oz.  or 
3oz.  each  I  These  are  distributed  to  the  "  trippers,"  who 
bear  them  away  in  triumph.  There  are  two  other 
trawlers  also  often  busy  in  the  bay,  and  one  private  steam 
yacht,  which  is  constantly  fishing,  and  frequently  bringing 
back  hundreds  of  these  baby  fish.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  boatmen  in  Ramsgate  and  Deal  who  try  to  get 
a  living  by  taking  parties  out  for  legitimate  line  fishing, 
and  it  seems  too  bad  that  their  living  should  be  jeopardised 
by  two  or  three  people  who  go  in  for  wholesale  netting. 
Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  can  give  me  some  informa- 
tion as  to  the  law  of  the  case.  I  remember  twenty  years 
ago  the  fishing  off  Ramsgate  was  magnificent.  One  year 
especially  we  found  a  spot  (not  a  mile  from  shore)  where 
plaice  up  to  4lb.  and  61b.  were  to  be  had  in  any  quantity. 
The  hand-lines  had  grand  sport  for  about  a  week,  but 
alas  !  the  trawlers  heard  of  it,  and  in  one  day  tore  up_  all 
the  mussel  beds  where  the  fish  were  feeding,  and  the  little 
game  was  over.  Even  now  Ramsgate  is  quite  worth  going 
to,  and  when  the  codling  are  really  on  (as  they  should  be 
soon  now)  there  are  many  worse  ways  of  passing  a  quiet 
hour  than  by  rod  fishing  in  the  waters  of  Pegwell  Bay. — 
Yours  truly,  ___  QuiLi  Gnat, 

SEA  FISHING  AT  BLACKPOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  "  Lune- 
side  "  in  Jf .  G,  of  Aug.  18,  I  wish  to  inform  him  that  sea 
fishing  here  is  not  indulged  in  very  much,  as  this  part  of 
the  coast  is  very  poor  for  harbouring  fish.  It  is  as  flat  as 
a  pancake  for  miles  out  to  sea,  and  very  shallow  ;  there 
are  no  rocks  or  shelter  of  any  kind  for  quantities  of  fish 
to  congregate.  Occasionally  in  rough  weather  shoals  of 
mackerel,  sea  perch,  cod,  and  haddocks  come  very  close 
in-sbore.  This  part  of  the  coaat  gets  the  full  swell  of  the 
Atlantic  through  St.  George's  Channel,  which  bears  due 
Bonth-west,  and  this  makes  the  place  very  much  exposed 
and  unsuitable  for  quantities  of  fish  to  remain  long  here 
at  once.  What  fishing  is  done  is  chiefly  from  the  North 
and  Central  Piers  when  the  tide  is  in,  and  small  plaice, 
codlings,  and  a  few  eels  are  chiefly  what  is  got. 

For  fish  of  any  size  it  is  best  to  go  out  in  a  boat  to  deep 
water  when  the  tide  is  half  in  and  fish  till  it  has  ebbed 
and  got  half-way  back.  Baits  chiefly  used  are  sand-eels, 
raw  mussels,  and  cookies.  All  boats  plying  for  hire  are 
licensed,  and  by  the  bye-laws  of  Blackpool  they  are  not 
let  out  to  persons  to  take  on  their  own  account,  but  a 
boatman  must  go  with  each  boat,  and  be  responsible  for 
the  party  he  takes.  Of  course,  any  gentleman  being 
fortunate  enough  to  own  a  boat  of  his  own,  he  can  go 
where  he  pleases.  I  know  several  boatmen  here  who  take 
parties  out  for  hourly  sails  in  the  season,  which  pays  them 
better  than  fishing  parties,  as  a  boat  licensed  to  carry  ten 
would  mean  53.  for  the  hour,  as  the  charge  is  6d.  per  head, 
but  they  generally  do  the  time  in  forty  minutes  ;  it  is  all 
a  question  of  £  s.  d.  here  in  the  season.  One  of  the  best 
boatmen  I  know  for  taking  fishermen  out  is  R.  W.  Parr. 
He  has  his  boats  moored  close  to  the  Central  Pier  entrance, 
on  the  south  side  of  it,  and  can  soon  be  found  if  not  about 
when  inquired  for.  There  is  no  fixed  charge  for  man  and 
boat,  it  must  be  arranged  for  at  the  time  when  required 
according  to  circumstances,  but  the  boatman  will  find  all 
baits,  which  will  be  included  in  the  charge.  For  pier 
fishing  the  North  Pier  jetty  is  the  best,  as  the  water  is 
deeper  as  further  north  you  go  on  this  coast  when  the 
tide  is  in.  I  may  state  that  Fleetwood  is  ten  miles  north 
from  Blackpool,  and  the  estuary  of  the  river  Wyre  is  very 
good  for  fishing,  and  they  do  a  lot  of  boat  fishing  here  all 
through  the  summer  months.  There  are  sea  trout,  sea 
perch,  whiting,  cod,  haddock,  plaice,  and  congers 
occasionally.  It  is  half  an  hour's  ride  by  electric  car  from 
Blackpool.— Yours  truly,  W.  Turner. 

Blackpool. 

CAPTURE  OF  A  CORNISH  CENTROLOPHUS. 

Dear  SiE,r-A  gentleman  (Mr.  S.  H.  Pearce,  from 
LoEdon)  staying  at  Downderry,  Cornwall,  caught,  on  one 
of  our  mackerel  spinners,  a  specimen  of  the  above 
fish ;  it  measured  15in.  in  length,  and  was  well  marked. 
This  fish  is  very  rarely  caught  iu  British  waters.  Couch 
reports  one  that  was  thrown  up  on  the  beach  near  Looe  in 
1859,  which  was  sent  to  Dr.  Gunther  for  the  British 
Museum.  This  specimen,  which  was  caught  on  August  16, 
was,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  thrown  away.  Its  scientific  name 
is  Centroloptns  Britannicus.  Gunther,  cat.,  British 
Museum,  vol.  ii.,  page  402.— Yours  truly, 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth.     William  Heakdee, 


BREAM  AT  HERTFORD. 
Dear  Sir,— On  Friday  last,  while  fishing  in  thd  Broad 
Water,  Hertford,  with  a  minnow,  Mr.  E.  Chapman  took 
a  bream  in  capital  condition,  weighing  21b.  loz.  The 
bream  is  a  very  uncommon  fish  here,  although  parts  of  the 
Lea  would  be  quite  suitable  for  them  ;  and  some  five  or 
six  years  since  the  Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Goldsworthy  and  some  friends, 
turned  down  about  200  or  300  of  them  near  the  Town 
Mill  tail.  Only  one  very  smaU  fish  has  been  taken  from 
that  time  until  now,  so  it  may  be  hoped  that  they  have 
managed  to  exist,  and  poseibly  breed  here.  Of  course,  we 
do  not  get  any  return  of  the  catches  of  the  London 
anglers,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  any 
of  them  have  taken  bream  at  Hertford  during  the  last 
few  years.   The  society  also  placed  a  number  of  grayling 


(mature  fish)  in  the  open  waters  of  the  Lea  some  years 
since,  and  very  few  of  these  have  been  reported,  but  a 
fine  brace  of  them  may  be  seen  preserved  in  the  society's 
clubroom  at  the  Station  Hotel. — Yours  truly, 

  W.  Waller. 

ANGLERS'  TALES.— ANOTHER  PIKE  STORY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  account  of  Mr,  Whitworth's  experience 
in  a  recent  issue  prompts  me  to  "follow  on"  with  an 
account  of  my  experience  on  similar  lines. 

On  Dec.  26  (Boxing  Day)  last  year  I  went  with  two 
friends  to  Broxbourne  for  a  day's  pike  fishing.  It  waa 
paat  midday  before  either  of  us  had  a  run,  and  then  friend 
A.  had  a  fifh  on,  and  while  playing  him,  the  fish  showing 
plenty  of  fight,  being  hooked  on  snap  tackle  (we  never  use 
the  nasty  gorge),  the  lino  suddenly  parted  above  the  float, 
and  A.  (like  Mr,  W.)  was  left  lamenting.  We  think  he 
tightened  line  too  quickly,  which  caused  a  break.  Shortly 
after  this,  however,  I  also  had  a  fish  on,  and  to  my 
surprise,  for  such  had  not  happened  to  me  before,  my  line 
parted  likewise,  just  above  the  float,  probably  through 
striking  a  bit  too  hard,  and  thus  it  happened  that  two  of 
us  had  hooked  a  fish  and  lost  our  fish,  floats,  and  traces 
complete  as  well. 

While  rigging  up  fresh  tackle  we  saw  A.'s  float  bob  up 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  went  round  for  it  with  a 
gaff,  only  to  touch  it  for  the  pike  to  shoot  off  for  the 
middle.  But  shortly  after  this  A.  himself  saw  my  float 
near  mid-stream,  and  floating  his  dace  round  it  somehow 
caught  up  underneath,  and,  holding  tight,  brought  to 
bank  my  trace,  float,  and  fish — pike  3Jlb.  "  Now,"  said 
I,  "  yon  have  recovered  my  lost  tackle,  bo  yours  shall  be 
the  fish,  and  when  I  recover  your  lost  tackle  in  return  I 
will  retain  the  fish  in  exchange,"  half  in  joke,  for  the 
chance  seemed  a  poor  one.  No  luck,  however,  for  me 
that  day,  so  I  decided  to  follow  it  up  next  day,  and  was 
there  at  early  morning,  and  soon  spotted  the  red-topped 
float  not  very  far  from  where  it  was  lost,  about  the  rod 
length  from  bank,  and  a  foot  under  water.  Lowering  the 
sliding  triangle  of  the  Jardine  snap  to  make  it  bunchy  on 
the  bottom  one,  I  angled  quietly  for  the  float,  and  at  the 
second  try  hitched  just  underneath,  which  electrified  the 
pike  to  rush  off  for  deeper  water.'  Yielding  but  carefully 
to  avoid  a  slack,  which  would  have  been  fatal,  I  ultimately 
brought  to  the  net  a  fine  real  fighter  of  6^113.,  thtis  both 
the  lost  fish  and  tackles  were  recovered,  and  friend  A.  was 
not  a  little  surprised  when  I  showed  the  fish  and  restored 
his  tackle  the  next  day. — Yours,  &c.,      Fred.  Theak, 

Stamford  Hill,  N,,  Serapis  Angling  Society, 


Dear  Sib,— Here  is  my  fishing  story — the  slaughter  of 
the  innocents.  Last  winter,  while  chub  fishing  in  the 
Ithon,  near  Llandrindod  Wells,  with  two  hooks  baited  with 
large  pellets  of  paste,  I  struck  at  a  sudden  disappearance 
of  the  float,  and  landed  two  minnows  hooked  foul.  The 
onlookers  in  this  instance  did  not  seethe  best  of  the  game. 
—Yours  truly,    Frank  W.  Dupbet. 

ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION  GUIDE  BOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  letters  in  your  last  issue,  I 
challenged  "An  Honorary  Member"  to  substantiate  his 
assumed  claim — for  such  the  now,  de  plume  indicated — as 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  also  for 
the  name  of  the  club  or  society  he  belonged  to,  so  that  I 
could  reply  to  his  statement,  "  and  my  secretary  can 
obtain  no  satisfactory  reply  to  his  repeated  inquiries  about 
their  issue."  There  is  only  one  honorary  member  of  the 
Association,  and  I  knew  that  "  An  Honorary  Member  " 
could  not  substantiate  his  claim ;  at  the  same  time  I  was 
quite  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  could  be,  and  was  in  all 
probability,  an  honorary  member  of  a  society.  With  regard 
to  thejecretary's  inquiry,  I  now  state  most  emphatically 
that  Mr.  Henry  Butt  never  wrote  or  made  an  mquiry  to 
me.  With  all  due  respect  to  Mr,  Hodge,  I  would  suggest 
that  if  he  would  only  make  full  inquiries  of  his  society's 
delegates — one  of  whom  held  a  very  high  position  in  the 
association— no  doubt  he  would  have  obtained  more  and 
better  information  than  I  have  given  through  the  medium 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Elsmore,  I  notice  that  he  has  never 
seen,  and  does  not  wish  to  see,  our  guide  book.  This 
doubtless  explains  the  origin  of  the  controversy Had  he 
only  read  the  preface  in  our  guide  books  of  previous  years 
I  feel  sure  he  would  never  have  taken  exception  to  my 
letter  in  your  issue  of  June  30.  It  is  almost  inconceivable 
for  a  parson  holding  snoh  a  position  in  London  angling 
scciety  to  have  never  seen  one  of  our  guide  books,  and 
there  were  over  4000  in  circulation  last  season ;  but, 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  I  accept  the  statement,  and  hope 
that  he  does  not  mean  aU  he  says.  At  any_  rate,  I  have 
sent  him  a  guide  book,  and  I  trust  that  it  may  be  the 
means  of  coming  to  a  better  understanding,  and  that  I  may 
have  the  honour  to  be  numbered  among  his  "  worthy  and 
esteemed  friends,"  as  I  observe  my  predecessor  is. — Yours 
respectfully,  R.  G.  Woodruff 

(Secretary  Anglers*  Association), 

[This  controversy  must  now  cease. — Ed.] 


A  Grand  Speculation,  in  these  days  of  financial  unrest,  is  a 
rare  thing  for  people  with  spare  capital  to  come  across.  It  la, 
therefore,  refreshing  to  know  that  in  purchasing  a  box  of 
Holloway'B  Pills  good  value  for  money  can  be  obtained.  They 
never  tail  to  give  instant  rdief  from  pain,  and  no  disease  can 
long  withstand  their  purifying  influence.  A  few  appropriate 
dose.i  at  the  proper  period  will  prevent  many  a  serious  illness. 
Their  primary  action  is  upon  the  blood,  stomach,  liver,  kidneys, 
and  bowels.  1  heir  aecpBdary  action  strengthens  the  nervous 
centres.  No  drug  cau  'bp  so  harmless  yet  so  antagonistic  to 
disorders  caused  by  brain  worry.  The  most  perfect  reliance  may 
be  placed  upon  their  regulating  and  renovating  virtues. 

AMERICAN  BOOKS.— A  catalogue  of  American  books  In  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Maratou 
»Dd  Co.,  Limited,  St.  DanstaD'a  Houaa,  Fetter-lans,  London. 
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WANDERINGS  BY  IRISH  WATERS. 

{Continued  from  page  163.) 


IV.— POOR  WEST  MEATH  ! 

If  a  competition  for  the  fishing  championship 
had  been  held  between  the  Irish  counties  twenty 
years  ago  West  Meath  would  not  have  been  far 
from  securing  the  first  place.  If  one  were  to  be 
held  to-day  it  would  be  among  the  last.  I  am 
not  going  to  mince  matters.  Should  I  lift  up 
Olympus,  and  call  down  the  wi-ath  of  all  the  Irish 
members  upon  my  devoted  head  for  another 
injustice  to  Ireland,  the  truth  must  be  told;  and 
the  truth,  with  sorrow  be  it  said,  is  that  sport  on 
the  famous  West  Meath  lakes  threatens  soon  to 
be  only  a  memory  of  the  past.  I  have  arrived  at 
this  conclusion  from  personal  observation  during 
the  last  three  seasons,  and  from  many  conversa- 
tions both  with  local  boatmen  and  with  those  who 
have  fished  these  lakes  regularly  for  many  years. 

Bach  of  the  last  three  seasons  has  in  turn  been 
considered  to  beat  the  record  for  bad  sport.  This 
season  on  Lough  Derravaragh,  which  has  latterly 
been  held  the  best  taking  lake,  I  do  not  think  that 
the  twenty  boats  or  so  which  were  usually  out 
while  the  drake  was  up,  ever  averaged  a  fish 
apiece  for  the  day,  and  I  really  believe  there  were 
many  days  on  which  they  took  no  more  than  a 


couple  of  trout  between  them;  and  it  must  be 
further  borne  in  mind  that  many  of  the  boats 
have  three  rods  fishing  from  them,  and  some  have 
four.  For  some  cause  or  other  the  dapping  on 
the  three  lakes,  Ennell,  Owel,  and  Derravaragh, 
has  gone  hopelessly  to  the  bad,  and  with  it  departs 
the  claim  of  West  Meath  to  be  considered  a  good 
fishing  county ;  for  the  impression  which  seems  to 
exist  in  certain  quarters  that  sport  may  be 
anticipated  in  these  lakes  at  other  times  of  the 
year  is  entirely  erroneous.  With  the  artificial  fly 
fish  are  practically  never  taken ;  trolling  you 
might  with  good  luck  hope  to  get  about  one  fish 
a  week,  though  I  have  trolled  on  one  or  other  of 
these  lakes  frequently  in  the  last  three  seasons, 
and  have  never  got  a  single  run  from  a  trout. 
For  all  practical  purposes  they  are  useless  to  the 
trout  fisher,  except  for  the  brief  period  when  the 
drake  is  up,  and  even  then  for  the  last  few  years 
the  sport  has  been  getting  steadily  worse  and 
worse. 

For  myself,  however,  at  the  best  of  times 
dapping  has  few  attractions,  and  I  should  not 
count  a  falling  ofE  in  this  particular  a  very  serious 
evil  if  the  county  had  other  fishing  to  offer  in 
compensation.  But  by  its  dapping  West  Meath 
must  be  judged,  and  with  it  it  stands  or  falls.  It 
possesses  a  number  of  smaller  and  less  known 
lakes  than  the  three  famous  ones  already  alluded 
to.  Most  of  them  hold  no  trout  at  all.  On  two 
of  them  only,  so  far  as  I  know,  is  the  artificial  fly 
any  good.  These  are  Loughs  Bane  and  Glore, 
very  fair  lakes  in  their  way,  but  not  at  all  of 
suSicient  consequence  to  separate  the  county  from 
the  ruck  into  which  it  falls  back  once  the  credit 
of  its  three  great  lakes  is  shaken. 

Nor  can  its  rivers  be  said  to  provide  good  sport. 
The  Inny  is  to  aU  intents  and  purposes  a  weed- 
choked  canal;  the  Brosna,  till  it  leaves  the 
county,  only  holds  an  occasional  fish ;  the  Dale 
suffers  sadly  from  poaching  and  lack  of  preserva- 
tion ;  the  Gain,  though  it  yields  a  fine  trout  now 
and  then  to  the  dry  fly  man,  is  not  to  be  relied 
upon;  the  Glore,  though  good  to  fall  back  on 
when  the  lakes  afford  no  sport,  is  not  of  itself 
worth  a  long  journey  to  visit.  Still,  given  the 
choice,  I  would  rather  fish  the  rivers  than  the 
lakes ;  but  before  speaking  further  about  the 
former,  let  us  return  for  a  moment  to  the  latter, 
and  see  if  any  explanation  of  the  undoubted 
deterioration  of  the  dapping  can  be  found. 

In  the  first  place,  while  the  fly  has  been  up 
during  the  last  few  seasons,  the  weather  has  been 
very  unfavourable.  But  in  order  to  get  sport  the 
weather  must  be  exactly  right,  and  success  can 
hardly  with  reason  be  hoped  for  unless  it  is  ideal. 
Besides  the  rare  combination  of  climatic 
conditions  which  alone  produce  a  good  fishing  day 
— and  how  seldom  that  combination  occurs  any 
angling  novice  knows  well — an  additional  require- 
ment is  needed  for  dapping :  the  wind  must  be  just 
right ;  strong  enough  to  enliven  the  fish,  rufiie  the 
surface  of  the  water  and  carry  the  dap  out  to  a 
good  distance  from  the  boat;  not  sufficiently 
strong  to  drown  it  or  prevent  it  from  floating 
daintily  upon  the  waves.  It  will  be  instantly  seen 
how  seriously  the  chances  of  success  are  reduced, 
when  so  much  is  asked  from  the  clerk  of  the 
weather,  and  the  plea  of  unfavourable  conditions 
must  be  allowed  full  weight  before  venturing  to 
say  that  the  sport  has  really  deteriorated.  But 
unlucky  though  the  dappers  have  been  in  their 
weather  for  seasons  past,  the  fact  remains  that 
every  year  there  have  been  some  favourable  days, 
and  that  on  those  days  they  have  consistently 
failed  to  catch  fish  in  anything  like  the  numbers 
which  used  to  be  taken  some  twenty  years  ago. 

But  we  have  not  yet  fully  stated  the  case.  We 
have  another  condition  to  examine,  which  seems 
at  first  sight  to  land  us  in  an  inexplicable 
paradox.  During  all  these  years  in  which  sport 
has  been  constantly  deteriorating,  in  which 
matters  have  been  going  from  bad  to  worse  with 
a  persistency  which  makes  even  the  most 
sanguine  ask  if  there  is  the  slightest  chance  of 
ultimate  recovery,  these  lakes,  which  from  time 
immemorial  had  received  scant,  if  any,  protection 
at  the  hands  of  riparian  owners,  had  practically 
been  left  to  take  care  of  themselves,  have  been 
placed  under  the  charge  of  a  preservation  society, 
which,  though  it  has  not  received  one  half  the  en- 
couragement it  deserves,  has  striven  most  loyally 
to  improve  the  fishing,  and  whose  secretary  is  an 
enthusiastic  and  energetic  angler  of  great  ex- 
perience and  devotion. 


Truly  this  seems  a  veritable  enigma !  It  is  a 
riddle  which  the  most  experienced  may  well 
hesitate  to  answer.  But  I  should  be  ill  fulfilling 
the  responsibility  which  I  have  taken  in  writing 
this  article  did  I  fail  to  put  forward  some  theory 
to  account  for  it.  But  first  let  us  examine  one  or 
two  which  have  been  advanced,  and  which,  I 
think,  will  hardly  be  found  to  be  tenable. 

Firstly,  then,  it  has  been  suggested  that 
dapping  is  a  lost  art — that  the  present  generation 
of  dappers  cannot  compare  with  former  ones.  To 
this  it  is  sufficient  to  reply  that  many  still  dap  on 
the  West  Meath  lakes  who  dapped  on  them  in 
their  palmy  days ;  that  dapping  traditions  have 
been  handed  on  from  father  to  son ;  and  that, 
considering  the  recent  development  of  dapping 
upon  the  Shannon  loughs,  it  would  appear  that  it 
is  an  art  rather  rising  than  falling  in  public  esti- 
mation. It  may,  moreover,  be  whispered  that 
there  is  not  really  very  much  to  lose  in  the  "  art " 
of  dapping,  which  is,  truth  to  tell,  a  comparatively 
simple  operation,  and  one  in  which  the  novice  can 
compete  against  the  past- master  with  some 
chance  of  success. 

Secondly,  some  say  that  the  fish  are  poached 
while  spawning,  and  that  the  stock  has  consider- 
ably diminished.  There  may  be  a  small  measure 
of  truth  in  this.  It  is  notoriously  difficult  to 
protect  spawning  fish,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  West  Meath  Society  can  cope  witb  this 
matter  more  successfully  than  other  societies 
similarly  situated.  But  one  thing  is  quite  certain  .- 
however  much  the  fish  may  be  molested  now,  they 
are  not  poached  to  anything  like  the  extent  that 
they  were  before  the  society  existed,  and  those 
who  read  its  annual  reports  cannot  doubt  that 
there  is  a  splendid  stock  of  trout  in  the  lakes,  so 
to  whatever  cause  the  smaUness  of  the  takes  may 
be  atti'ibuted  it  cannot  be  to  a  scarcity  of  fish. 

One  more  hypothesis  remains  to  be  dealt  with, 
and  that  is  the  suggestion  that  the  fish  are  more 
suspicious  and  shy  than  they  used  to  be,  and  to 
meet  this  supposed  wariness  we  are  told  that 
finer  gut — I  have  even  read  some  writings  which 
suggest  drawn — must  be  used.  Now,  can  any- 
thing be  more  unlikely  than  that  fish  which  in- 
habit lakes  of  some  3000  acres  in  extent,  which 
only  feed  on  flies  for  about  a  fortnight  in  the 
year,  care  one  button  how  thick  the  gut  may  be, 
especially  as  it  is  an  axiom  of  the  expert  dapper 
that  the  gut  should  not  rest  on  the  water  at  all  ^ 
And  is  anyone  going  to  attempt  to  land  the  one 
or  two  fish  he  hooks  in  a  season,  fellows  of 
probably  31b.  or  41b.,  and  notoriously  hard 
fighters,  on  a  flimsy  strand  of  drawn  gut  ?  The 
Fates  forbid!  This  suggestion  is  so  absurd  as 
hardly  to  be  worth  refuting. 

And  now  for  my  theory,  such  as  it  is  ;  though 
mine  I've  no  right  to  call  it,  for  it  has  been  pro- 
pounded to  me  by  fishermen  whose  acquaintance 
with  these  lakes  is  long  and  intimate.  I  do  not  say 
it  is  correct,  I  merely  advance  it  as  a  theory. 
Wiser  heads  than  mine  must  decide  if  it  solves 
the  problem. 

When  a  society  took  over  the  work  of  protecting 
the  West  Meath  fisheries,  one  of  the  first  and 
most  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  was  that  of 
abolishing  netting  and  night  lining  upon  them. 
This  has  been  now,  in  almost  all  cases,  success- 
fully accomplished,  and  netting  at  least  may  be 
said  to  have  practically  ceased,  except  such  as  is 
carried  out  by  the  society's  officers,  or  under  their 
supervision,  and  thereby  the  life  of  many  a  trout, 
large  and  small,  has  been  saved.  It  was  hardly 
possible  that  such  a  work  could  be  carried  out 
without  considerable  opposition.  A  certain  num- 
ber of  people  depended  mainly  for  their  livelihood 
upon  the  fish  which  they  caught  and  sold  to  the 
country  folk.  For  the  good  of  the  community  a 
small  minority  must  suffer,  and  it  was  believed 
that  the  improvement  in  sport  consequent  upon 
the  removal  of  the  nets,  and  the  ever- increasing 
number  of  anglers  who  would  visit  the  lakes,  would 
in  the  long  run  more  than  compensate  them  for 
their  temporary  loss.  But  no  improvement  in  sport 
has  ensued ;  on  the  contrary,  a  falling  off  has 
resulted,  and  the  fishermen,  in  whom  very 
naturally  a  spii-it  of  hostility  to  the  preservation 
movement  was  engendered,  do  not  scruple  to 
attribute  it  to  the  action  of  the  society.  Without 
attaching  too  much  importance  to  their  opinion, 
which  must  necessarily  be  somewhat  prejudiced, 
there  seems  to  be  an  element  of  truth  in 
what  they  say  which  deserves  careful  con- 
sideration. 
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Their  case  may  be  stated  as  follows.  While 
quite  admitting  that  a  number  of  trout  were 
taken  in  the  nets  and  on  the  night-lines,  they 
allege  that  a  far  larger  number  of  coarse  fish — 
pike  and  perch  are  abundant  in  the  lakes — were 
taken.  They  say  that  since  the  nets  have  been 
off,  the  pike,  and  especially  the  perch,  have 
enormously  increased,  and  the  trout  have  suffered 
accordingly.  There  seem  no  grounds  for  ques- 
tioning the  substantial  accuracy  of  this  assertion, 
and  though,  as  stated  above,  evidence  shows  that 
thei-e  is  an  abundant  stock  of  mature  trout  in  the 
lakes,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  a  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  coarse  fish  must  have  a  very 
detrimental  influence  on  the  prospects  of  the  fry, 
and  bodes  ill  for  the  future.  But  there  are  other 
things  which  have  a  more  direct  bearing  on  the 
present  state  of  affairs.  The  big  cannibal  trout, 
fish  of  71b.  or  more,  which  seldom  or  never  look 
at  a  fly,  but  which  used  to  be  captured  by  nets 
or  night-lines,  are  no  longer  removed  from  the 
water ;  but  a  still  more  grave  danger  lies  in  the 
fact  that  all  the  trout  are  gradually  becoming 
cannibals,  for  the  multiplication  of  the  perch, 
that  extraordinarily  prolific  fish,  means  the 
multiplication  of  perch  fi-y,  and  once  the  perch 
fry  are  hatched  the  trout  cease  to  think  of  flies, 
but  gorge  themselves  with  this  delicious  delicacy ; 
nay,  more,  a  fish  who  has  once  taken  to  canni- 
balism loses  his  taste  for  the  more  orthodox, 
though  probably  less  gamey,  fly  diet.  He  has  so 
much  food  in  the  depths  that  he  has  no  need  to 
think  of  the  surface ;  in  fact,  he  is  lost  to  the  fly- 
fisherman  for  good  and  all.  The  conclusions, 
then,  at  which  they  arrive  may  be  thus  summed 
up: 

(Ij  That  the  removal  of  the  nets  and  night- 
lines  has  baen  followed  by  an  increase  of 
coarse  fish  totally  disproportionate  to 
the  expected  increase  of  trout. 

(2)  That  no  increase  of  trout,  but  rather  a 

decrease,  has  actually  resulted. 

(3)  That  the  trout  fry  are  so  preyed  upon  by 

the  coai'se  fish  that  compai'atively  few  of 
them  reach  maturity. 

(4)  That  there  has  been  a  vast  increase  of 
perch  fry,  and  that  the  trout  feed  upon 
them  rather  than  upon  surface  food. 

While,  of  course,  these  conclusions  ai-e  open  to 
many  objections — for  instance,  if  there  are  more 
perch  fry  there  are  move  perch  to  eat  them — it 
would  be  idle  to  deny  that  they  contain  much  that 
is  true.  No  one  will  dispute  that  the  West  Meath 
fishing  has  fallen  from  its  high  estate.  What  has 
the  future  in  store  for  it  ?  That  the  society  will 
do  all  that  it  can  to  improve  matters  we  may  be 
sure.  The  fishermen  ascribe  all  the  trouble  to 
the  prohibition  of  netting  ;  but  even  if  what  they 
say  be  correct  it  by  no  means  follows  that  a 
return  to  the  old  state  of  affairs  provides  the 
remedy.  Is  it  possible  to  take  a  middle  course  ? 
Could  netting  be  permitted  under  strict  regula- 
tions P  I  know  well  how  difiicult  such  regulations 
are  to  enforce.  All  is  fish  that  comes  to  the  net ; 
it  is  easy  to  make  rules,  terribly  hard  to  procure 
their  observance ;  it  is  easy  to  say  night-lines 
shall  only  be  baited  with  a  4in.  bait,  but  who  is  to 
inspect  the  night-lines  ?  These  are  grave  difii- 
culties,  therefore  I  ask,  is  a  middle  course 
possible  F  If  not  I  fear  that  the  future  looks 
black  for  the  West  Meath  lakes.  Yet  one  cannot 
but  hope  that  some  means  will  be  found  of 
making  their  future  a  match  for  their  glorious 
past.  It  will  be  sad  indeed  if  these  splendid 
lakes  are  never  to  recover  themselves  more. 

I  have  not  in  this  article  made  any  allusion  to 
Lough  Ree,  or  the  fishing  in  the  extreme  western 
portion  of  the  county.  I  have  never  fished  there 
myself,  but  from  all  I  have  heard  Lough  Ree  is 
of  little  account.  Possibly  some  of  the  brooks  in 
those  parts  provide  good  sport,  though  I  have 
never  heard  that  they  do.  Still,  in  Ireland  the 
least  known  streams  often  prove  the  best. 

Perhaps  I  should  also  say  a  word  about 
accommodation  in  case  any  reader  wishes  to  visit 
West  Meath.  MuUingar  is  the  best  centre  for 
Loughs  Bnnell  (otherwise  Balvidere)  and  Owel. 
There  are  several  hotels,  of  which  the  Greville 
Arms  is  probably  the  best.  The  chief  drawback 
to  Mullingar  as  headquarters  is  the  exorbitant 
charge  for  car  hii-e.  A  fixed  tariff  is  sadly  needed. 
For  Derravaragh,  lodgings  can  be  got  at  Crooked 
Wood — I  believe  at  the  post-oSice — as  pretty  a 
village  as  any  in  the  county ;  but  to  reach  the 
best  part  of  the  lake  a  long  pull  is  required. 


Better  centres,  perhaps,  are  Castlepollai-d,  where 
there  are  lodgings,  also  an  hotel,  and  whence 
Loughs  Glore,  Lene,  and  the  Glore  river  can  also 
be  easily  reached  ;  or  Multyfarnham,  which  is  on 
the  Gain  river,  and  whence  Lough  Owel  is  not  far 
distant.  Lodgings  may  be  had  at  the  post-ofiice. 
Though  the  fishing  in  the  lakes  is  free,  boat  and 
car  hire  ran  the  expenses  up  to  a  considerable 
figure,  which  the  sport  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  be 
found  to  repay.  Mark  Bench. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  DARENTH. 


The  following  photos  are  of  Mr.  John  Russell's 
charming  stretch  of  the  Darenth  near  Dartford. 
Mr.  John  Russell  was  one  of  the  best  anglers  on 
the  Darenth,  and  knew  the  queen  of  Kentish 
rivers  when  she  was  in  her  prime,  before  paper 
mills,  pike,  and  water  companies,  and  too  many 
anglers  had  to  a  great  extent  spoilt  her.  He  is 
regarded  as  the  father  of  the  county,  foremost  in 
everything  for  its  good,  a  great  hunter,  M.F.H. 
for  several  years,  a  first-rate  shot,  and  the  soul 
of  everything  agricultural.  May  his  shadow 
never  grow  less  !  J.  T. 


and  all  through  J uly,  yet,  on  the  whole,  he  has 
enjoyed  a  season  the  like  of  which  he  has  not  seen 
during  the  past  half  dozen  years  at  least,  and  the 
sea  trout  angler  now  comes  in  for  his  innings  in 
right  good  time  and  fettle. 

The  demand  for  autumn  quai^ters  with  good  sea 
trout  angling  was  never  greater  than  at  present. 
The  field  is  comparatively  limited,  and  never  more 
so  than  in  a  season  of  drought.  Happily,  for  the 
nonce,  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  wet  autumn, 
and  under  such  conditions  the  sea  trout  angler  is 
down  for  a  certain  amount  of  success  and  accom- 
modation which  would  not  otherwise  be  at  his 
command. 

In  a  time  of  drought  the  season  is  often  spent 
before  the  fish  make  their  appearance  in  the 
estuaries  and  smaller  streams  along  the  east  and 
north  coasts,  which  they  ascend  in  the  late  autumn 
for  spawning  purposes.  Their  migration  depends 
entirely  on  the  autumn  floods.  They  will  hang 
about  the  mouths  of  rivers  and  streamlets  for 
weeks  upon  weeks  waiting  a  taste  of  the  fresh 
waters  from  the  hills,  before  ever  venturing  upon 
leaving  the  briny,  and  when  these  are  delayed  till 
the  closing  week  or  so,  the  season  is  gone  before 
the  bulk  of  the  fish  show  up,  and  the  chances  of 
the  angler  lost  for  the  nonce.   A  few  may  run 


Ladies'  Peksuasion, 


SEA  TROUT  RESORTS. 


The  brown  trouc  season  is  over.  The  earlier 
fish  are  now  soft  and  off  colour,  getting  gravid, 
and  preparing  for  the  spawning  beds,  to  which 
tbey  will  take  by-and-bye.  On  some  of  the  Jater 
streams  they  are  still  being  killed,  and  form  an 
acceptable  dish  to  those  who  are  not  over- 
fastidious  as  to  shape  or  colour.  But  in  the 
majority  of  cases  the  best  of  the  season  is  past. 

The  season  has  been  a  good  one  all  through — in 
fact,  the  best  experienced  north  of  the  Border  for 
the  past  dozen  years — and  has,  in  a  measure, 
made  up  for  the  sudden  collapse  of  the  salmon 
season  in  April,  and  the  dead  failure  of  the  grilse 
season  as  a  whole.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable  all  the  late  spring  and  summer 
through,  yet  favouring  good  baskets  being 
made  on  side  streams  and  otherwise,  which  are 
usually  dried  up  with  the  ordinary  summer's 
drought.  A  deal  more  sunshine  would  not  have 
come  amiss  to  the  fly  fisher,  and  would  have 
enhanced  sport  all  round,  but  the  "  wormer " 
would  have  been  out  of  it,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, and  this  past  season  has  been  one  verily  after 
his  own  heart.  He  has  been  in  his  glory,  and 
although  beaten  at  times  by  the  brown,  peaty 
waters,  especially  during  the  latter  half  ci  June 


into  the  larger  streams  such  as  the  Tay,  Dee,  and 
Spey,  but,  unless  assisted  by  flood,  the  minor,  yet 
more  prolific  sea  trout  waters,  such  as  the  Esks 
(Forfar),  Ythan,  Deveron,  Findhorn,  and  northern 
rivers,  are  left  out  in  the  cold  as  it  were,  and  must 
wait  for  the  rising  of  the  floods  before  their  sea 
trout  season  commences,  if  it  is  to  commence  at 
all. 

Such  an  autumn  as  we  are  experiencing  is  the 
beau-ideal  of  the  sea  trout  angler's  desires. 
Since  Thursday  last  every  river  and  burn  in  the 
north  has  been  in  high  spate,  and  the  sea  trout 
and  the  back-end  salmon  angler  have  been  in  high 
glee  ever  since.  Such  a  spate  has  not  been  seen 
in  August  at  such  an  opportune  time  within  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  fisherman,  and  for  the  next 
week  at  least  big  waters  will  prevail.  Salmon 
grilse  and  sea  trout  have  been  passing  up  in 
shoals  since  the  nets  came  off  on  Saturday  on  the 
bulk  of  Scotch  waters,  and  they  are  now  all  to  the 
angler,  and  his  sport  during  the  next  two  months 
of  the  back  end,  well  assured. 

The  smaller  burns  and  streams  which  arc 
hardly  worth  considering  will  afford  the  best  of 
sport  during  the  next  two  months.  The  autumn 
migration  of  sea  trout  is  often  the  only  migration 
they  can  boast  of,  and  their  character  as  a 
sporting  water  entirely  depends  on  the  nature  of 
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the  back-end  season.  The  Leven,  the  Bervie 
Bum,  the  Tthan,  the  Ugie,  the  Findhom,  and 
such  like  sea  trout  streams  all  depend  on  a  wet 
season  for  their  success  as  sea  ti'out  streams,  and 
when  the  floods  come  away  in  due  time  the  sport 
on  these  small  but  prolific  streams  is  simply 
grand.  There  is  nothing  like  an  early  autumn 
flood  for  finnock  and  sea  trout  angling,  and  once 
into  the  river  in  bulk  the  fish  are  there  for  the 
taking,  and  their  numbers,  instead  of  diminishing, 
are  increased  with  every  tide. 

In  a  season  like  the  present  one  has  no  hesita- 
tion in  heartily  recommending  almost  all  and 
every  resort  which  sea  trout  are  known  to 
frequent,  and  even  minor  fisheries,  unworthy  of 
the  name  at  any  other  time  of  the  year,  and 
which  may  be  given  a  wide  berth  to  in  most 
autumns  save  a  wetjone,  will  this  year  command 
the  attention  which  their  teeming  waters  well 
deserve. 

In  addition  to  the  chances  of  a  salmon  or  grilse, 
Mr.  Tilston,  of  the  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Loch  Ness, 
can  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  autumn  sea  trout 
angler  a  variety  of  waters  to  choose  from,  and 
assure  him  that,  with  fair  perseverance,  a  basket 
of  fresh-run  finnock  and  large  sea  trout  will  be 
his  daily  reward.    At  Forres  the  Messrs.  Stewart 


a  spatey  water,  and  with  the  smallest  possible 
exertion  imaginable.  There  are  certain  hours 
when  the  fish  take  best,  as  between  4  p.m.  and 
6  p.m.,  for  instance,  and  then  by  ledgering  with 
the  worm,  and  without  moving  half  a  dozen  yards 
from  the  spot,  fish  after  fish  may  at  times  be 
grassed  as  quickly  as  they  can  be  taken  out.  Of 
course,  if  the  floods  subside  and  the  run  of  fish 
stops  the  sport  accordingly  slackens,  but  with  an 
occasional  shower  every  day  or  so  there  is  little 
or  no  fear  of  an  excellent  time  being  had  on 
such  streams. 

The  Ugie  is  probably  the  best  sea  trout  river 
in  the  country — at  least,  on  the  east  or  north 
coasts — and  the  most  come-at-able.  It  can  be 
fished  from  both  sides  all  the  way  up  from  the 
sea  for  eight  miles  of  its  course  to  where  it  joins 
the  north  and  south  feeders,  after  which  the 
fishings  are  preserved.  The  netting  rights  were 
leased  last  year  by  Mr.  Ingram,  an  Edinburgh 
merchant,  for  his  own  and  others'  enjoyment. 
The  nets  were  taken  off,  the  pools  staked  against 
poaching,  the  trees  cut  down,  and  everything 
done  to  make  this  an  angling  paradise.  Last 
year  the  season  was  spoiled  by  the  excessive 
drought,  but  this  year  the  Ugie  will  be  in  the 
pink  of  condition.    Salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout 


Welcome  Rbireshmbnt  While  Casting. 


let  the  angling  rights  on  the  Findhorn,  and, 
from  the  sport  already  reported,  there  can 
be  no  safer  spot  to  land  at,  if  they  are 
not  already  full  up.  But  he  has  several  miles 
of  water  at  his  disposal  and  can  usually  accom- 
modate a  great  many  rods.  McDonald's  Royal 
Station  Hotel  and  the  Cluny  Hill  Hydropathic 
are  the  anglers'  resorts  in  these  parts.  From 
Aberlour  Hotel  a  bit  of  the  Spey,  the  Ruthrie, 
the  Fiddoch,  and  other  streams  can  be  fished  free 
of  charge ;  and  Mr.  Massie,  Ballindalloch,  can 
give  his  guests  free  salmon  and  sea  trout  angling, 
and  in  a  season  like  the  present  an  inland  fishery 
like  the  Avon  is  not  to  be  despised  by  those  who 
wish  to  combine  mountain  air  and  mountain 
scenery  with  their  angling  holiday  in  preference 
to  a  sea-coast  town  or  village.  The  latter, 
however,  for  choice  of  fresh  fish  and  a  certainty 
of  sport.  The  Tthan  at  Newburgh  has  proved 
itself  this  season  already,  and  till  the  middle 
of  September  Mr.  Ritchie  is  full  up.  He  had, 
reluctantly,  to  refuse  the  Countess  of  Aberdeen 
rooms  last  week,  on  account  of  his  prior  engage- 
ments. The  Cruden  Burn  can  be  fished  for  Is.  a 
day,  and  in  a  season  like  the  present  it  is  worthy 
of  all  attention.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
make  261b.  of  the  very  best  and  freshest  of  sea 
trout  from  this  and  similar  small  streams  in 


are  got  freely,  and,  although  stocking  waders  are 
desirable,  the  little  river  can  be  easily  com- 
manded without  wetting  the  soles  of  one's  boots. 
The  usual  trout  flies  (big  size)  work  well,  and  in 
the  deeper  pools  a  small  Jock  Scott  or  a  Silver 
Doctor  is  the  fetching  lure  for  a  101b.  salmon, 
although  towards  the  close  of  the  back-end 
season  a  monster  of  301b.  is  as  likely  to  grace 
one's  basket.  But  the  finnock  fishing  is  the 
trump  card  on  the  Ugie,  and  when  daylight  is 
gone,  and  one  has  dined  wisely  but  not  too  well, 
and  the  moon  comes  out  just  sufficient  to  cast  a 
shadow  on  the  burn  where  it  narrows  above  the 
"  Meadow  Rot,"  then  is  the  time  to  sally  forth, 
and  with  Stewart  tackle,  minus  all  leads,  and  a 
small  red  worm  threaded  by  the  light  of  a  stable 
lantern,  bicycle  lamp,  or  other  illuminant,  to 
make  a  moonlight  basket  of  |lb.  finnock,  and  sea 
trout  up  to  51b.  and  61b. 

The  best  taking  sea  trout  flies  are  the  March 
Brown,  Hare  Lug,  Quill  Gnat,  Grey  Olive,  and 
other  quills,  Scarlet  and  Teal,  Lord  Saltoun,  Red 
Palmer,  Zulu,  and  all  the  orders  of  local  fancies, 
and  if  the  fish  are  on  the  rise  it  is  well  to  stick  to 
the  fly.  Sea  trout  are  very  keen  on  the  fly  when 
fresh  up  from  the  sea.  By  sea  trout  we  include 
finnock  or  whitling,  and  refer  moi-e  to  the  finnock 
than  the  adult  sea  trout  of  heavier  weight.  With 


the  first  advance  of  the  tide  these  A -pounders 
come  away,  sometimes  in  living  shoals,  and  once 
into  the  pool  above  the  tidal  they  come  at  once  to 
the  fly,  as  many  as  two  or  three  dozen  being 
secured  from  a  single  pool  above  the  tideway  when 
the  fish  are  on  the  run. 

The  natural  sand  eel  is  a  most  fatal  bait  in  the 
quiet  waters  above  the  tidal — or  even  in  the  tidal 
— and  the  little  bright  Devon,  the  tube,  and  the 
small  phantom  all  work  equally  well.  But  the 
most  common  lure,  and  especially  in  a  flooded  or 
dirty  water,  is  the  earth  worm,  and  under  such 
conditions  there  is  really  nothing  to  compare 
to  it.  G.  M. 


A  DAY  WITH  THE  ROD  ON  THE 
RAVEN. 

I  HAVE  often  thought  when  reading  such  publi- 
cations as  "  Nights  in  the  Wood,"  "  A  Day  Among 
the  Prairies,"  "  Moonlight  Boating  on  the  Ohio, 
with  a  host  of  other  tales  of  adventure,  that  in 
interest  they  little  exceeded  any  spring  or  summer 
adventure  among  our  own  burns  and  mountains ; 
with  all  the  advantages  which  strange  stories  have 
of  scope  for  embellishment.  Under  this  impression 
I  propose  to  introduce  to  my  readers  a  fishing 
excursion  my  friend  Miles  and  I  enjoyed  some 
time  ago. 

Our  base  of  operations  was  Alston,  which  is 
situated  among  the  Cumberland  hills,  and  our 
purpose  was  to  reach  the  waters  of  the  Raven,  a 
tributary  of  the  Eden,  and  have  a  day  among  the 
yellow  trout.  For  real  genuine  sport  and  excitement 
I  prefer  the  interval  from  the  middle  of  February 
to  the  end  of  AprU,  because  the  "  burn"  trout  is 
generally  more  hungry  than  at  any  other  time. 
It  is  now  a  few  weeks  since  he  has  been  surfeited 
with  worms  and  grubs  brought  down  by  the  snow- 
rills  of  the  uplands,  and  some  weeks  must  inter- 
vene before  May  can  bring  her  flies  and  other 
dainties  to  scatter  them  over  the  pools  where  lives 
— to  use  fishing  phraseology — "  the  spotted 
monarch  of  the  river." 

What  is  likewise  called  inanimate  nature  seems 
strongly  at  this  season  to  resent  such  an  appella- 
tion. Every  blade  of  grass  is  becoming  greener, 
and  even  the  old  stunted  stumps  overhanging  the 
stream  that  lately  seemed  as  lifeless  as  the 
crows'  nests  which  are  woven  into  them,  are  push- 
ing out  buds  at  the  extremities  of  their  bare  arms, 
determined  to  be  no  solitary  contrast  to  this  life- 
teeming  verdure.  With  such  an  invitation,  then, 
to  be  up  and  doing,  we  started  on  Friday,  April  6, 
at  4.30  p.m.,  having  before  us  a  walk  of  eight 
miles.  Our  destination  was  a  shepherd's  house, 
belonging  to  our  fai-mer  friend,  Mr.  J.  Raine,  of 
Wanwood,  who  kindly  gave  us  permission  to 
spend  the  night  there,  so  that  we  might  be  in 
close  proximity  to  the  scene  of  our  operations  in 
the  morning.  This  furnished  cottage  nestles 
among  the  hills  called  Hasket  Fells,  and  over- 
looks the  beautiful  and  richly-wooded  Eden 
Valley,  which  is  dotted  here  and  there  with  small 
villages  and  whitewashed  farmhouses,  lending 
grandeur  to  the  scene,  the  most  extensive  and 
picturesque  in  the  north  of  England. 

Arrived  at  our  shelter  for  the  night,  the  follow- 
ing bargain  was  made : 

MUes  was  to  light  the  fire  and  be  washer-up, 
while  the  dignified  post  of  cook  was  allotted  to 
myself.  Don't  laugh,  reader,  at  this  arrange- 
ment, or  at  the  idea  of  a  man,  especially  an  old 
fisher,  being  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the 
victuals,  for  he  can  do  even  a  chop  "  to  a  turn," 
cook  Cumberland  ham  and  eggs,  and  brew  a 
pot  of  tea  with  any  one  alive.  Fire  was  soon 
lighted  and  supper  prepared,  consisting  of  chops, 
tea,  bread  and  butter.  Then  followed  a  game  of 
cribbage.  Miles  proving  the  winner.  Before 
retiring  we  looked  at  the  worms,  putting  them  in 
a  cool  place,  and  saw  that  our  tackle  was  in 
order. 

By  the  way,  the  brandling  worm  always  kills  in 
this  water  when  in  order  for  bait  fishing,  and 
from  the  noise  of  the  rain  outside  we  will  be  com- 
pelled to  use  this  bait  in  the  morning.  I  am 
convinced  that  there  is  no  fish  in  the  water  but 
must  turn  up  his  belly  upon  the  yellow-tailed 
gentlemen  which  Miles  has  in  his  box.  Such  a 
mouthful  as  they  offer  never  floated  before 
undisturbed  down  Raven  water.  As  we  intend  to 
rise  at  4  a.m.  we  must  retire  early,  so  at  10  p.m. 
we  are  under  the  blankets.    An  early  i-iser  is  the 
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trout  tisherman,  and  as  he  dons  his  creel  in  the 
grey  of  the  dawn,  and  wends  his  way  to  the  old 
familiar  stream,  happy  are  the  thoughts  and 
emotions  which  fill  his  breast.  Out  of  bed  then 
we  are  at  3.30,  breakfast  over  and  washing  up 
completed  by  4  30,  and  we  are  ready  for  the  river. 

And  now  that  we  have  arrived  at  the  head  of  it, 
even  at  the  pool  at  the  foot  of  the  Witch  Crag, 
let  us  pause  for  a  moment  to  survey  the  scene. 

Reader,  were  you  ever  there  ?    Did  you  ever 
trace  the  Raven  far  up  among  the  mountains, 
where  the  stream  seems  to  seek  in  its  journey  to 
the  plain  the  wildest  spots  to  leap  over,  diving 
down,  broken  and  roaring,  shattered  upon  pointed 
rocks  or  boiling  in  a  thousand  natural  wrought 
crevices  H    If  so,  then  you  can  understand  the 
words  of  the  poet  Coleridge  when  he  cried,  "  O 
God,  how  glorious  it  is  to  live  !  "   Our  rods,  which 
are  12ft.  oufes,  with  two  tops  of  different  lengths, 
ai-e  soon  in  readiness.    The  stiffer  top  is  used 
first.    As  bait  fishing  is  the  order  for  the  present 
strong  Stewart  tackle  is  used  by  us  in  preference 
to  the  single  hook.    And  now  a  start  is  made. 
In  a  few  seconds  Miles  has  hooked  something  of 
giant  effort,  and  my  own  reel  is  spinning  out  at  a 
pace  scarcely  trout-like.    My  rod  has  a  curve  on 
it  like  a  watch  spring,  and  Miles,  who  has  lost  his 
own  fish,  is  crying  out,  "  Let  him  out,  let  him 
out,  or  you  lose  your  rod  and  God  alone  knows 
what !  "    Such  is  the  excitement  of  the  moment. 
But  just  at  this  instant  out  shot  the  denizen  of 
the  cauldron,  making  a  determined  effort  to  reach 
the  depths  of  Raven  water.  On  he  rushes,  leaping 
over  each  little  cascade  with  the  ease  of  a  bred 
hunter  ;  but  as  the  distance  is  fully  half  a  mile  to 
the  main  stream,  and  as,  like  everything  mortal, 
he  must  feel  fatigue,  I  run  him  out  on  the  flat 
channel  fully  SOyds.  below,  which,  by  the  last 
flood,  seems  to  have  been  formed  specially  for  this 
exploit.    I  have  rejoiced  over  many  successes, 
but  I  don't  think  my  blood  ever  ran  so  rapidly 
as    during    this    excitement   or  glowed  more 
triumphantly  than  at  this  feat  with  the  rod. 

I  fancy  I  hear  some  citizen  exclaim,  "Puny 
ambition,"  and,  "How  cowardly  to  gloat  so 
eagerly  over  the  death  of  anything." 

Bah !  You  who  are  tied  to  desk  or  counter.  I 
don't  speak  to  such  as  you,  but  to  men  who  can 
feel  the  pleasure  of  having  their  feet  upon  heather, 
and  who  cai-ry  back  to  town  an  energy  of  action. 
Who,  when  work  is  to  do,  will  accomplish  it  more 
thoroughly  than  you  can,  and  yet  be  blessed  with 
much  greater  pleasure  and  leisure  during  the 
whole  of  their  existence. 

But  lest  I  should  be  carried  too  far  upon  this 
topic,  I  wander  back  to  where  Miles  lies  gazing  at 
the  speckled  sides  of  our  mate  of  the  pool,  and  as 
compensation  for  his  science,  taking  a  steady  puU 
at  his  relishable  "  Crossfell  Dew."  The  weight  of 
our  two  fish  turned  the  scale  at  71b.  Of  the  day's 
encounters  I  might  write  pages,  but  the  above  is 
a  fair  specimen  of  what  took  place  again  and 
again,  and  we  started  for  home  at  5  p.m.  with 
light  hearts  and  heavy  baskets. 

Dash  on,  then,  thou  hill-born  torrent,  till  we 
visit  you  again,  and  give  gladness  to  all  that 
surrounds  you.  May  our  country  long  have  such 
healthy,  heathy  glens  as  thine  is  where  our 
peasantry  may  exist  in  that  quiet  labour  and 
piety  that  has  characterised  them  under  every 
misfortune,  and  may  he  who  has  been  immured 
for  years  in  the  busy  city  ever  find  places  like  this 
accessible  to  his  wanderings  where  heart  and  mind 
may  be  soothed  by  their  influence,  and  their  bodies 
invigorated  by  breathing  the  pure  air  of  the 
mountains.  Jock  Scot. 


A  VERY  MIXED  BAG. 


Most  anglers  when  they  go  out  are  quite 
content  with  getting  three  or  four  varieties  of 
fish  at  the  outside,  and  these,  if  the  man  be  a  bottom 
fisher,  generally  consist  of  roach  and  dace,  with 
gudgeon,  chub,  or  barbel,  which  latter  are  all 
caught  in  the  same  swim,  with  the  same  baits,  and 
on  the  same  tackle  as  used  for  what  may  be 
termed  the  chief  item  in  the  piscine  bill  of  fare — 
the  rosy-eyed  silvery  roach.  But  many  folk  are 
born  under  a  lucky  star,  and  get  perhaps  more 
than  their  due  share  of  good  fortune  in  anything 
they  undertake.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  quite 
certain  that  on  the  occasion  of  which  I  write  I 
had  the  unusual  experience  of  grassing  no  fewer 
than  eight  kinds  of  fish.   This  seems  a  tall  state- 


ment to  make,  but  the  following  list  is  what  I 
totted  up  at  the  close  of  a  long  day's  fishing  in 
one  of  the  Thames'  tributaries  the  day  after  the 
heavy  gale  in  the  first  week  of  the  month  of 
August :  Trout,  bream,  chub,  perch,  roach,  dace, 
gudgeon,  and  minnows. 

My  first  introduction  was  to  a  very  perchy- 
looking  spot  by  certain  piles,  and  a  marsh  worm 
accounted  for  the  death  of  a  bream  slightly  over 
21b.  in  weight.    This,  to  my  surprise,  collared  the 
bait  the  instant  it  had  settled  near  the  bottom. 
A  few  perch,  sizeable  fish,  but  not  large  enough 
to  keep,  followed  suit,  exhausting  the  small  stock  of 
worms  I  had  in  the  bag.    I  had,  nothing  loth,  to 
devote  the  rest  of  my  energies  to  roach  fishing, 
and  as  thei-e  was  some  colour  in  the  water  I 
fancied  I  might  discover  the  whereabouts  of 
some  good  fish.    The  river  was  very  weedy  in 
parts,  but  I  found  after  a  little  prospecting  a 
level,  gravelly  swim  hard  by  some  weed-beds, 
which  I  hoped  would  contain  the  red  fins  of  which 
I  was  in  search.    I  made  up  my  mind  to  use  a 
hair  bottom  and  a  light  float,  as  the  stream  was 
anything  but  fast.    Although  I  resolved  to  try 
this  delicate  tackle,  I  knew  that  it  was  almost 
certain  I  should  have  a  smash,  and   rue  my 
temerity  if  a  31b.  or  4lb.  chub  should  accept  the 
crust  I  offered  the  roach.    But  I  was  on  roach 
intent,  and  the  probable  loss  of  a  hair  cast  did  not 
deter  me  from  my  fixed  purpose.    I  may  say  that 
I  had  some  exceptionally  nice  looking  sorrel  hair 
from  Pickersgill,  of  Leeds,  whose  name  is  known 
to  all  who  go  in  for  hair  lines.    I  never  wish  to 
fish  with   better  stuff.    It  was   strong  and  a 
pleasure  to  handle.    It  held  every  fish  I  caught, 
and  is  good  for  many  another  pounder.    With  a 
springy  rod  the  chance  of  a  break  is  minimised. 
The  only  danger,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  is  in 
striking.    Anglers  accustomed  to  hit  their  fish 
hard  are  likely  to  come  to  grief  if  they  discard 
gut.    It,  of  course,  needs  a  nice  strike,  but  two 
things  about  it  go  without  saying — first,  that  one 
gets  more  fish,  under  certain  conditions  of  water, 
than  with  gut ;  and  secondly,  there  is  more  excite- 
ment obtained  in  playing  a  fish  on  hair  than 
on  gut.    After  all,  the  majority  of  anglers  have 
some  other  idea  than  to  catch  and  take  away  all 
they  can  to  weigh-in  at  the  "  Lopeared  Blue- 
bottle,"   or    some  P.   H.    bearing   perhaps  a 
more  elegant  sign.    If  one  does  hook  and  land  a 
31b.  bream  on  this  tackle  he  may  shake  hands 
with  himself,  and  congratulate  himself  on  having 
done  something  a  little  out  of  the  common. 

After  this  digression  I  will  take  up  the  thread 
of  my  tale.  For  a  couple  of  hours  I  scored  heavily 
amongst  roach  and  dace — principally  the  former. 
They  ran  of  a  very  even  size,  half-pounders  and 
threequarter-pounders,  with  an  occasional  pound 
fish  thrown  in,  but  above  the  latter  weight  I  could 
not  get.  it  seemed  as  if  the  bigger  ones  had 
desertea  the  swim  for  the  time  being.  I  tried 
three  kinds  of  bait — gentles,  crust,  and  wasp 
grub — the  cubes  proving  the  best  killers.  Once 
I  imagined  I  had  on  a  heavy  dace,  and  after 
playing  it  carefully,  discovered  that  a  trout  of 
close  upon  a  pound  and  a  half  had  annexed  the 
cube  of  crust.  For  a  good  all-round  bait  crust 
has  no  equal.  I  have  caught  all  kinds  of  fish, 
from  barbel  to  minnows  with  it,  but  only  on  this 
one  solitary  occasion  have  taken  one  of  the  speckled 
beauties.  I  returned  the  trout  to  the  water  with 
some  regret,  as  under  the  rules  governing  the 
fishery  it  could  not  be  retained  caught  in  the 
manner  indicated. 

Towards  evening  I  gave  up  my  swim  to  a  com- 
panion, whose  sport  had  not  been  equal  to  my  own. 
He  had  been  using  medium  gat  bottoms,  which 
may  or  may  not  have  had  something  to  do  with 
it  as  against  my  lighter  tackle.  I,  however, 
discarded  hair,  and  substituted  a  length  of  fine 
gut.  I  did  it  for  the  reason  that  I  proposed  to 
attack  certain  chub,  which  I  knew  had  their  haunt 
under  some  willows  in  another  part  of  the  river. 
I  opined  rightly,  as  it  proved  that  by  offering 
them  a  good  bunch  of  seven  or  eight  gentles  on  a 
No.  8  hook,  I  might  get  amongst  the  heavier  fish 
that  I  felt  were  there. 

Some  loose  ground-bait  was  cast  in,  and  the 
swim  fished  in  the  Nottingham  style — allowing 
the  float  to  travel  some  yards  down-stream  under 
overhanging  boughs  of  the  willows.  On  the  first 
trip  the  bait  was  taken  eagerly  by  a  big  fellow, 
and  after  extricating  it  from  a  weed  patch,  and 
just  keeping  it  by  the  skin  of  the  teeth  from 
diving  head  foremost  into  a  stump,  I  netted  a 


plump  fish  of  21b.  13oz.  Notwithstanding 
the  disturbance  of  the  water,  on  the  very  next 
cast  I  grassed  a  second  chub  just  over  lib.  8oz., 
and  as  I  had  already  taken  a  fish  of  21b.  2oz.  with 
crust  early  in  the  day,  I  had  a  pretty  leash  of 
the  loggerheads,  and  was  well  content.  In  the  last 
hour  of  daylight  I  tried  the  bream  again,  tight 
corking,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting  them  to 
feed.  On  the  chance  of  getting  hold  of  a  big 
trout  to  top  the  basket,  I  put  up  a  fly  rod  I  had 
with  me,  a  strong-looking  cast,  and  a  big  fly. 
Making  my  way  up  to  a  spot  where  I  had  noticed 
a  grand  fish  in  the  morning,  I  cast  a  long  line 
down  stream,  and  at  the  third  throw  hooked  it. 
It  leapt  out  of  the  water,  showing  a  solid  31b.  or 
more  of  flesh.  For  five  minutes  I  had  an  exciting 
time  of  it.  The  trout  was  turned,  and  I  regarded 
it  as  my  own ;  but  then  one  of  those  intensely 
irritating  things  occurred,  with  which  every  trout 
fisher  is  familiar.  Without  any  apparent  cause 
the  line  came  back  minus  the  fish  and  with  half 
the  cast  gone — the  gut  had  parted  at  a  knot.  I 
did  not  think  kindly  for  the  moment  of  the  friend 
who  had  given  me  the  cast  to  try.  I  should  have 
valued  that  fish  more  than  all  the  rest  of  my  day's 
take,  but  it  was  not  to  be.  One  comfort,  however, 
thei-e  is  about  the  matter — the  trout  still  lives,  arid 
if  I  should  have  an  opportunity  of  stalking  it  a 
second  time  I  shall  not  put  my  trust  in  princes, 
or,  rather,  in  other  folk's  casts,  but  depend  upon 
those  which  previous  use  has  shown  me  are 
reliable  and  satisfactory.  H.  A.  Rolt. 


IN  STRANGE  ATTIRE. 


A  KNOCK  at  the  bedroom  door,  and  a  female 
voice  is  heard  saying,  "  Please,  sir,  dinner  has 
been  put  back  half  an  hour  because  the  master 
and  mistress  have  not  come  back  from  fishintr 
yet." 

This  was  a  pleasant  hors  d'oeuvre  for  a  man 
already  dressed  and  waiting  with  a  Highland 
hunger  for  dinner.    What  to  do  P    It  was  a  warm 
summer  evening;  I  would  stroll  down  to  the 
river.    Perhaps — but  only  perhaps — a  fish  might 
be  moving  in  the  pool  just  below  the  wooden 
footbridge  which  spans  the  river  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  front  door  of  the  shooting  lodge. 
On  the  way  I  met  mine  hostess  ;  she  had  just 
seen  the  fish  which  I  had  come  out  to  look  for. 
She  hurried  off  into  the  house  to  dress  ;  I,  to  fetch 
my  rod  ;  not,  indeed,  with  much  hope  of  hooking 
Master  Salmo,  for  during  the  past  fortnight  the 
fish  had  been  what  the  gillies  are  pleased  to  call 
"awfu'  steef"  (awful  stiff).    After  one  or  two 
preliminary  casts  in  the  narrow  channel  under 
the  footbridge,  just  to  soak  the  cast,  I  clambered 
down  the  bank  (not  without  detriment  to  my  thin 
dress  shoes),  and,  standing  on  the  edge  of  a  some- 
what slippery  rock,  sent  the  fly  out  into  the  pool 
where  the  fish  should  be.    I  had  not  long  to  wait. 
At  the  second  or  third  cast  something  took  the 
small  Jock  Scott  well  under  water.    "Got  him," 
and  to  all  appearance  the  hook  well  home. 
"  Cooee,  Charlee,  bring  a  gafE,"  I  shouted ;  and, 
"  Bring  a  gaff,  cooee,  Charlee  " ;  but  none  replied. 
The  position  was  awkward,  and  might  soon,  in 
military  parlance,  become  untenable.    The  river 
at  this  part  was  made  up  of  a  succession  of  small 
pools,  separated  one  from  another  by  ridges  of 
rock   stretching  across  the  stream.    To  have 
followed  the  fish  with  a  sudden  dash  down-stream 
would  have  been  impossible  without  considei'able 
damage  to  my  pumps  and  Sunday  go-to-meeting 
dress  trousers,  to  say  nothing  of  the  shirt  front. 

Again  and  again  I  shouted  for  help,  the  while 
keeping  as  tight  a  line  as  I  dare,  while  the  fish 
careered  round  the  pool.  He  was  tiring,  but  how 
to  bring  him  to  bank  in  deep  water  without  a 
gaff  ?  The  question  remains  unsolved.  Above 
the  noise  of  the  river  I  heard  a  cry  from  the  bank 
above,  which  interrupted  my  meditations.  I 
looked,  and  there  was  a  vision  in  a  blue  evening 
frock.  "  Have  you  got  a  fish  ?  "  "  Yes.  Run 
and  fetch  Charlie  and  a  gaff.  Quick ! "  The 
instructions  were  peremptory,  but  the  occasion 
demanded  them.  The  fish  was  showing  a  most 
unwarrantable  desire  to  hasten  down-stream.  A 
few  minutes  later,  gaff  in  hand,  and  panting  down 
the  bank,  scrambled  Charlie.  "  Sorry  I  was  so 
long,"  he  gasped.  "  On  my  way  to  bath ;  had  to 
put  on  some  clothes."  "Some"  was  the  right 
word,  for  as  he  stooped  to  put  the  gaff  into  the 
fish  I  noticed  that  his  whole  attire  consisted  of  no 
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more  than  a  pair  of  felt  slippers,  pyjama  trousers, 
and  a  Norfolk  jacket.  But  for  all  that  the  fish 
was  brought  safe  to  land — a  fresh-run  grilse 
scaling  5§lb. 

Never  before,  perhaps,  has  a  stranger  sight  been 
seen  on  the  banks  of  a  river  in  Scotland,  or,  for 
the  matter  of  that,  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world. 

Scene :  A  river  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
Water,  peat-coloured,  rushing  down  over  sunken 
rocks  and  boulders.  Background,  a  grass-grown 
bank  with  a  path  above,  and  trees  ;  and  behind,  a 
house  with  a  square  tower— the  sort  of  place  that 
an  estate  agent  would  call  a  "castellated 
mansion." 

Time :— Evening.   River  in  shadow,  but  sun 
light  on  the  distant  hills. 

Dramatis  persons  —On  the  rocks  by  the  water's 
edge  a  fisherman  in  evening  dress.  A  gaffer 
crouching  down,  gaff  in  one  hand,  and  with  the 
other  holding  on  to  his  scanty  attire.  On  the 
path  at  the  top  of  the  bank  one  or  two  men- 
servants,  all  armed  with  gaffs  and  landing  nets, 
breathless,  expectant,  but  too  late.  Several  ladies 
in  more  or  less  neglige  costume ;  and  behind  all, 
on  the  top  of  the  tower  of  the  aforesaid  castel- 
lated mansion,  other  ladies,  young  and  fair,  cela 
va  sans  dire,  who,  being  in  a  less  advanced  stage 
of  dressing,  dared  not  to  venture  down  to  the 
river's  bank. 

Loud  was  the  applause  when  the  fish  was  lifted 
up  on  to  the  bank,  till,  I  think  the  proper  phrase 
is,  the  welkin  rang  again,  for  was  it  not  the  first 
fresh  fish  that  I  had  caught  in  that  river  ?  and 
fresh  fish  just  then  were  scarce.  A.  H. 
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— ^  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishins 
Gazette,  St.  Dvmstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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A  VEET  fine  fresh-water  trout,  perfect  in 
shape  and  condition,  and  weighing  O^lb.,  has 
been  taken  by  the  Rev.  Maxwell  G.  Tracey  in 
Lough  Melvin,  near  Bundoran,  co.  Donegal.  It 
has  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  James  E.  Whiting, 
naturalist,  of  Heath-street,  Hampstead,  for  pre- 
servation, 

THE  "  ELDRIDGE  "  COMPETITION  AT 
AMBERLET. 

On  Aug.  26  another  monster  comnetition  was  held  at 
that  favourite  resort— Amberley.  Two  train  loads  of 
anglers,  non-anglers,  wives,  sisters,  and  other  fellows' 
sisters  were  conveyed  by  L.B.  and  S.C.  railway,  and  all 
arrived  safely.  Over  300  entered,  but  only  90  weighed-in. 
The  tide  was  not  favourable,  and  the  wind  was  just  a  little 

too  much."  However,  there  was  a  very  good  show  of 
fish,  and  Mrs.  Eldridge  gracefully  handed  over  the  forty 
prizes  to  the  following  winners  r 
No,      Name.  Club. 

1.  A.  Wild,  Dalston  A.S    

2.  T.  Simpssn,  Hatcham  Brothers  

3.  G.A  Payne,  Stratford  A.S.  (bream 21b  lOioz.) 

4.  G.  Worth,  St.  John's  (bream  21b.  lOJoz.) 

5.  C.  Fletcher,  Central  (roach  lib.  15Joz.)  

6.  W.  Gardbam,  Peokham  Brothers   

7.  C.  EUis,  Globe   

8.  W,  Bagnall,  2nd  Sarrey   

9.  J.  Morrell,  Bloomsbury   

10.  G.  Etherinaton,  Peckham  Brothers...  . 

11.  W.  Stone,  Blackfiiars  

12.  F.  Senn,  Wenlock  

13.  H.  A.  King,  Central   '.  '." 

14.  H.  Templeman,  Walham  Green..!    ...    ...  ... 

15.  J.  Fitoh,  Great  Northern   " 

16.  J.  Bell,  unattached   ]    ...  „[ 

17.  G.  Sanndera,  Brighton  '.  ... 

18.  Hisoock,  unattached   

19.  T.  Jenkins,  Wellinuton   .'    ...  Z 

20.  J.  Gsbom,  Great  Northern   ... 

21.  F.  Harding,  Amicable  Brothers   ...  ... 

22.  A.  Buxton,  Albion  Brothers   

23.  H,  Canton,  Brothers  Well  Met   ... 

24.  T.  Futchens,  Amicable  Waltonians  

25.  A.  Glaze,  AUason  United   

26.  C.  Holmes,  Great  Northern   

27.  G.  Hall,  Brighton    

28  W.  Snarrow,  Convivial  

29.  H.  Allm,  St,  Albans  (dace  3|oz  )    ...  ..'.* 

30.  J.  Maodonald,  Crown  and  Buokland  

31.  W.  Bray,  unattached  (dace  3foz.)   

32.  T.  Benney,  Islington  Brothers 

33.  W.  Gordon,  Wellington   

34.  0.  Hawes,  unattached   "\ 

35.  G.  Howard,  Blackfriars   .'.  .". 

36.  J.  Lambarth,  Amicable  Waltonians  

37.  8.  Orrow,  Original  Alexandra   ... 

38.  W.  Long,  Crown  and  Buckland...  ... 

39.  W.  Allam,  Wangoners  

40  H.  Stretch,  North  London 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  {A.hingdon.)—Oa  Saturday  the  Mfsars 
Elger,  of  the  Manor,  Sutton  Courtenay,  fishing  with  Geo. 
Brewerton  iu  the  Sutton  water,  took  fourteen  barbel 
weighing  611b.,  heaviest,  61b.,  and  two  chub  weighing  61b. 
All  classes  of  fish  are  now  coming  well  on  the  feed,  and 
some  good  takes  of  roach  and  tench  are  reported  — 
H.  W.  H.  ^ 

.         (Eton).— The  recent  rains  have  freshened  np  the 

river,  but  have  not  made  the  slightest  difference  in  the 
colour  of  the  water,  and  it  is  necessary  to  use  the  very 
finest  tackle  to  obtain  fair  sport.  The  weather  during  the 
last  few  da  J  a  has  been  very  cold,  but  it  is  much  warmer 
to-day  (Wednesday),  and  sport  should  very  much  improve 
with  the  welcome  change.  Mr.  G.  Paice  and  son  had  a 
mixed  bag  on  the  27th,  consisting  of  eight  barbel,  two 
perch,  two  chub,  one  jack,  and  an  eel  of  2Ib.,  all  taken 
with  worm  ;  and  Messrs.  Cartland  and  Langridge,  on  the 
28th,  five  barbel,  one  jack,  and  a  nice  specimen  perch  lilb 
—Cecil  Howlett, 

„  — —  (Richmond).— I  send  you  a  report  of  two  days' 
fishing— one  with  H,  Mansell  ("  Coko  "),  and  one  with 
Frank  Brown,  The  former  had  a  very  good  day  (on 
Aug.  24)  with  Mr.  A.  S.  Hardcastle  and  friends,  of  West- 
bourne  Park.  Amongst  the  catch  was  a  barbel  of  61b. 
caught  on  roach  tackle  and  No.  10  hook,  which  created 
quite  a  sensation,  being  caught  near  Richmond  Bridge 
and  handled  splendidly  by  Mr.  Hardcastle.  They  had 
quite  a  large  audience  on  the  bridge  and  shore  to  see  it 
landed.  F.  Brown  was  out  with  Mr.  Hook  and  son  on 
Aug.  26,  and  had  a  splendid  take  of  roach  and  dace,  five 
dozen  and  half,  all  good  fish.— Haery  Bayley. 

  (Walton).— Mr.  Henry    Butcher   caught  and 

showed  at  the  Bear  Inn,  on  Aug.  25,  a  barbel  weighing 
51b.  The  river  is  a  bit  clear,  but  is  in  good  fishing  order 
and  London  anglers  might  do  worse  than  give  Walton  a 
trial. 

Ancholme  District.— Conditions  remain  very  fair 
for  successful  fishing,  and  good  catches  of  bream  and  roach 
are  being  taken  on  the  Anoholme.  Not  many  perch  come 
to  bank,  but  a  few  fine  tench  are  landed.  A  juvenile  has 
caught  baskets  of  thirteen  and  nine  tench  from  a  local 
pond.  I  had  a  turn  myself  one  day,  by  way  of  change, 
and  got  six  nice  fish.  During  the  cold  weather  and  breezy 
days  trout  took  the  Cowdung  fly  and  Freckled  Dun  the 
best  of  all — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Bottisham  I>ocbs  (Waterbeacli,  Cam).— Only 
three  days'  fishable  weather  this  week,  "when  good  all- 
round  catches  were  had,  roach  up  to  l^lb.  each,  silver 
bream  up  to  2!b.  each ;  average  takes  81b.  per  rod  a  day. 
Beasly,  lock-keeper,  for  baits,  punt,  and  baited  swims,  if 
required.  Bank  angling  clean,  with  no  obstructions. 
River  f ull_  of  fish  ;  all  free  water ;  a  little  duck-weed  in 
places;  time  of  writing,  weather  warmer.— John 
O'George. 

Coquet.— The  river  is  at  present  in  excellent  condition 
for  angling,  and,  owing  to  the  exceptional  run  of  sea  trout 
this  year,  some  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained.  The 
Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation  bailiffs  report  that 
both  on  the  Federation  water  and  on  Mr.  Amea'a  water 
at  Weldon  Bridge  large  fish  have  been  caught  daring  the 
past  week.  On  the  Weldon  water,  Mr.  G.  Murray,  of 
Linden,  caught  two  sea  trout,  weighing  161b.  and  71b. 
retpaotively ;  whilst  lower  down  the  Coquet,  Mr.  Clark 
of  Long  Framlington,  got  one  sea  trout  lolb.  in  weight! 
and  Mr.  John  Elliot,  of  Felton,  one  sea  trout  weighing 
llilb. ;  Mr,  Andrew  Davidson,  of  Aoklington,  caught  two 
salmon,  weighing  41b.  each,  and  a  sea  trout  weighing  61b. 
The  whole  of  the  fish  were  caught  with  the  fly,  and  were 
in  excellent  condition.  The  recent  floods  have  left  the 
river  in  grand  order  for  angling.— Jno,  A.  Williamson. 

GorniBli  Streams.— No  rain  has  fallen  to  improve 
the  rivers,  although  there  was  a  light  freshet  towards  the 
end  of  last  week.  Several  decent  baskets  of  trout  were 
taken,  the  best  being  nearly  thirty.  Peal  fishing  has  not 
been  good.  Mr.  Stone  got  four  and  nine  trout,  and  others 
two  and  one,  besides  trout.  One  rod  had  his  gear  taken 
olf  with  a  salmon.  On  the  Fowey  matters  are  very  little 
better.  There  are  several  peal  and  salmon  in  the  river 
but  they  are  not  sporting  well.  Evening  fishing  is  best,— 
Bodmin. 

Darenth  (lijrnsford,  Farninsrham,  &o.).— The 

fish  have  been  shy,  but  a  few  fair  trout  have  taken  the  fly 
in  the  mornings  and  evenings.  I  found  the  Red  Quill 
best,  but  got  some  fish  also  on  the  Olive  and  Coachman. 
The  largest  trout  were  entirely  off  the  feed.  I  only  saw 
two  rieing,  and  one  of  these  I  hooked  on  a  sedge,  and 
played  some  time,  the  hold  eventually  giving.  It  was  a 
fish  of  about  21b.  Among  those  I  landed  most  were  from 
Sib.  to  lib.  I  returned  many  to  grow,  but  kept  three 
brace  in  all.  Prospects  are  not  bad,  and  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  early  September  is  better  than  August. — J.  P.  T. 

Dare  (Tom  ■  and  Di«triot).— There  is  not'  the 
slightest  improvement  in  sport,  at  any  rate  as  far  as  the 
lower  witeis  are  concerned.  There  are  reports  of  good 
catches  of  peal  and  trout  on  the  moorland  streams,  but 
lower  down  a  brace  or  eo  is  about  the  general  ran.  Mr. 
G.  Garrow  Green  has  creeled  a  few  fine  tish,  alter  a  lot  of 
work.  On  Monday  Mr.  Revell  had  a  good  peal,  and  Mr.  H 
Distin  a  good  trout  on  Tuesday,  but  there  is  scarcely  any- 
thing woith  reporting.  Fiies  for  peal  are  Silver  Grey  and 
Alexandria,  with  the  Silver  Horn  and  Edmund's  Palmer 
for  trout.  It  was  reported  to  the  conservators  this  week 
that  the  Blaokabrook  is  still  polluted  by  the  drainage 
9i  H,M.  prison  at  PrincetQwn.  It  has  be«D  decided  to 


ask  the  Board  of  Trade  to  take  immediate  steps  to  compel 
the  Devonport  Water  Company  to  carry  out  the  necaosary 
requirements  in  respect  to  their  weirs  on  the  West  Dart 
T— Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Water  is  now  clear  on 
both  Dove  and  Manifold,  and  sport  with  grayling  hag 
been,  on  the  whole,  very  g.iod.  The  Olive  Dun  is  nrovind 
be^flythigwp»k.—D  AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  C^eddau  (Pembrokeshire.)— The 
rivers  are  in  good  order  tor  fishing,  but  cannot  ob-^ain,  at 

T"''  2.  7m  account  of  takes.— H. 

..■r^'.^Wilitby).— This  river  has  been  in  splendid  con- 
dition  tor  angling  during  the  week.  The  streams  and 
pools  are  all  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  sea  trout  and 
the  condition  of  the  water  all  that  could  be  desired .  Large 
numbers  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been 
fairly  brisk.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  J.  Moore 
two,  of  Gib.  and  31b. ;  Dr.  English,  one  of  Zhlh.  :  Mr. 
A  Deane,  two,  of  71b.  and  4!b  ;  Mr.  Readman,  six,  of 
nv-*  'Kr-I'H;'  and  51b.;  Mr.  Smith,  one  of 

91b. ;  Mr.  J.  Brookett,  one  of  10 Jib. ;  Misa  Marion  Keiah- 
ley,  one  of  lolb. ;  Mr.  J.  Keighley,  two,  of  71b.  and  Clb.  • 
Mr.  J  .Lane,  two,  of  31b.  and  41b ;  Mr.  Scoones,  one  of 
tJ,J^\¥-  Turnbull,  one  of  61b. ;  Dr.  Dreaper,  one 
of  4lb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Linton,  one  of  141b.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  most 
promising.  Sea  angling  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  a  rough  sea.— J.  Jack.son 
,  ^^f  Canal  (Exeter).— Although  heavy  showers 
have  fallen  at  intervals  during  past  week  river  is  still  at 
low  summer  leve\  and  fishing  is  a  slow  game  all  round. 
The  trout  season  closed  here  on  Friday,  Aug.  .'{l  but 
a  large  number  of  anglers  have  laid  up  their  rods  for  some 
time  past,  the  wretched  season  having  fairly  worn  out  their 
patience.  1900  will  be  generally  remembered  as  a  champion 
blank  year.  Coarse  anglers  are  doing  very  little  here  at 
present,  both  perch  and  roach  being  hard  to  tempt.  Our 
doughty  veteran,  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley,  has  been  giving  the 
Highbridge  waters  a  taste  of  his  quality,  scoring  nine  carp, 
fourteen  eels,  and  several  roach  on  Tuesday,  and  as  he  is 
still  on  the  warpath  shall  have  a  further  list  of  slain  no 
doubt  for  next  week's  notes.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Diatrlot  (South  Iiinoa.  and  Cambs.).— 
The  waters  in  the  Fen  district  of  South  Lincolnshire  may 
be  said  to  be  in  excellent  condition  for  angling.  The 
middle  of  the  Forty-foot  about  Donington  is  said  to  be  in 
excellent  trim,  roach  feeding  well  on  creed  wheat,  and 
anglers  may  rely  on  getting  101b.  or  121b.  on  almost  any 
day.  The  lower  end  of  this  water  near  Boston  is  also  in 
excellent  condition.  Week-end  visitors  do  not  patronise 
it  to  any  great  extent  because  Sanday  fishing  is  not 
allowed.  The  other  day  a  youth  was  fined  by  the  Boston 
Bench  for  this  offence.  Anglers  on  the  Welland  at  and 
above  Deeping  are  said  to  be  doing  well,  not  only  among 
roach,  bat  good  takes  of  bream  are  often  banked. 
Spinning  for  pike  also  affords  sport  in  this  district.  Glen 
anglers  are  doing  well,  and  good  reports  come  from  the 
neighbour'aood  of  Wisbech.— Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  MottB).— Accounts  of  the 
fishing  m  the  lower  district,  and  particularly  in  the  driins 
about  Keadby  and  the  canal  about  Crowle,  and  on  for 
Althorpe,  speak  of  capital  angling  prospeotg,  but  a  sparse 
attendance  of  visitors.  Some  anglers  have  had  choice  lota 
of  roach  with  creed  wheat,  and  some  of  the  best  specimens 
have  run  up  to  l^lb.  each.  All  along  the  canal  sport  baa 
been  good,  but  it  has  perhaps  been  best  about  Cherry  Trae 
farm.  The  wide  turn  near  there  ia  full  of  fish.  There  are 
also  plenty  of  bream  to  be  found.  The  drains  between 
there  and  Bpworth  have  been  sadly  deserted  of  late,  but 
many  fish  are  there  to  b3  caught.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  drains  about  Haxey  and  the  lower  Idle. 
The  river  towards  Retford  is  in  good  trim  now,  and  roach 
and  dace  are  to  be  had  almost  any  day.  It  is  perhaps  a 
little  singular  that  visitors  gj  further  afield  and  fare 
worse.  Most  of  the  angling  about  here— that  is,  about 
Bollam  and  Mattersey— is  left  to  the  local  experts.— L. 

Keanett  and  Dnnn.  —  During  the  past  fortnight 
there  has  been  very  few  anglers  in  these  waters,  and 
the  commoners  have  by  no  means  exerted  themselves 
fishing,  consequently  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
sport.  At  Eddington  Bridge,  like  other  parts  of  the 
Kennett,  shoals  of  grayling  are  to  be  seen,  and  I  must  say 
the  banks  are  being  kept  up  ia  places,  also  the  river  Dunn 
has  been,  and  the  water  bailiffs  of  the  town  are  still  having 
it  thoroughly  well  cleaned  out  here  and  there,  which  adds 
a  great  deal  to  the  appearance  of  this  stream,  especially  ia 
Bridge  Street.— Gnome. 
Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Suffolk).- This  river  is  now 
good  order  for  bottom  fishing.    The  weeds  from 


Worlington  to  Ickliogham  have  been  out,  and  swims 
cleared  out.  Some  excellent  roach,  dace,  and  chub  have 
been  taken  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river,  notably  at 
Lackford.  There  is  every  prospect  of  some  good  autumn 
fishing  now.  The  Bull  Hotel,  close  to  tbe  river  at  Barton 
Mills,  has  been  well  renovated,  and  very  comfortable  for 
anglers.  Tinkpfs  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Caswell,  the 
landlord. — Raven. 

Lea  and  Tribat*ri€s.— Roach  fishing  has  not  been 
so  good  again  in  the  Lea.  but  here  and  there,  both  in  the 
lower  and  upp'ir  waters,  I  can  hear  of  nice  class  fish  being 
landed.  At  Ware  one  basket  of  roach  takpn  aoaled  101b. 
There  are  plenty  of  good  roach  here,  and  some  capital 
sport  ought  to  be  ei joyed  from  boat  at  the  "Boom," 
where  there  is  generally  a  nice  gentle  flow  of  water. 
White  paste  and  boiled  wheat  should  prove  the  killing 
baits.  With  wheat  an  angler  at  Enfield  has  made  a  g)od 
basket  of  roach.  At  Angel  Road  some  nice  bi-eam  and 
roach  have  been  taken,  and  near  the  "Stackers,"  at 
Tottenham,  bream  have  been  on  the  move,  but  not  feeding, 
as  far  as  I  can  hear.  The  river  in  this  part  is  being  well 
watched  by  the  hon.  water  bailiffs,  some  being  out  all 
night  at  times.  _  Mr.  La  Mond  has  met  with  more  dead 
lines,  and  admioistered  cautions  to  their  owners.  Mr. 
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Gray,  of  the  Oresham  Angling  Society,  recently  made  a 
nice  basket  of  Lea  roach  in  an  npper  reach  of  the  river. 
Both  the  Lea  and  the  tributaries  woald  derive  mnch  benefit 
from  a  good  flashing.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  still  con- 
tinues very  quiet.  The  evening  is  the  best  time  for 
reaching. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItMgg  and  Arrow  (Ijaoxnluitar).— Both  streams 
are  running  in  good  condition  for  fishing,  being  clear  and 
a  fair  height.  The  late  falls  of  rain  did  much  to  improve 
the  prospects  of  sport,  having  refreshed  the  rivers,  which 
were  getting  very  low,  and  the  fish  have  been  moving 
better  this  week.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  and  more 
suitable  fcr  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly,  wasp  grub,  and  minnow, 
which  are  the  best  killers,  and  there  has  been  some  very 
nice  lots  of  fish  landed.  Wasp  g^ub,  when  used,  has  proved 
a  good  killer.  The  flies  to  use  are  Black  Gnat,  Palmer, 
Spinners,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Wickham,  Coachman,  Silver 
Dun.      The    Pinsley  is   clear   and    in  fair  order. — 

GWYNNE. 

LvLgg,  Arrow,   and  Finsley  (Kin^sland).— 

Rivers  continue  in  capital  order.  The  wind  at  the  clcie  of 
last  week  settled  in  the  north-east  and  has  sicce  continued 
there,  much  against  sport,  which  has  not  been  very  good. 
Best  flies  are  Late  Brown  or  August  Dun,  Silver  Dun, 
Sky  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Blue  Gnat,  and  Oliye  Dun,  and 
for  afternoon  and  evening  Female  Yellow  Dun,  July  Gnat, 
Red  Spinner,  Ginger  Moth,  Coachman,  and  Wickham's 
Fancy.  Minimw  fishing  has  been  fairly  good.  The 
Hawkstone  Otter  Hounds  are  hunting  this  district  the 
present  week.  On  Tuesday  they  met  at  Mortimer's  Cross 
Bridge,  and  later  in  the  day  killed  an  otter  some  four  or 
five  miles  above  — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Wateringbury).— Good  sport  has  been 
had  in  this  district  during  the  past  week  by  several  London 
anglers,  one  angler  fishing  below  the  bridse  from  a  boat, 
had  a  splendid  catch  of  bream.  Messrs.  W.  Rich,  jun., 
and  E.  Stokes,  of  the  Grange  A.  S.,  had  81b.  and  71b. 
reach,  respectively. 

nene  (Peterboronirh).--Promidng  ai  the  conditions 
have  been  for  angling  since  the  nice  rains  of  last  week, 
and  although  a  very  large  number  have  taken  a  turn  at 
most  of  the  favourite  spots  on  our  li^er,  no  catches  of  any 
importance  have  been  realised  near  Peterborough.  With 
the  change  to  colder  weather  many  are  now  looking 
forward  to  a  little  pike  fishing,  but  the  weeds  will  have  to 
disappear  before  much  can  be  done.  A  splendid  catch  of 
bream  is  reported  from  Thorney,  the  fish  being  well  on 
the  feed.  Mr.  A.  Law  and  his  son,  Mr.  P.  Law,  fishing 
near  the  Stone  Bridge,  managed  to  land  about  Sst.,  some 
of  the  fish  being  very  fine  specimens.  Large  numbers  of 
Shefiield  anglers  hare  been  enjoyitg  themselves  at  various 
points  of  our  river  during  the  past  week,  but  in  most  cases 
with  meagre  results. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndlo'gh  Salterton).— Although  rain  has 
fallen  during  the  past  few  daje,  the  condition  of  the  river 
is  little  changed  trom  the  low  weedy  state  reported  last 
week.  Trout  have  moved  a  little  in  the  evenings,  generally 
between  6  and  8  p.m.,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  creeled. 
One  was  killed  on  Mr.  Rolle's  water  last  Saturday, 
Aug.  25,  weighing  IJib.,  and  a  nice  dish  of  seven  fell  to  an 
angler  fishing  the  same  water  on  Monday,  Aug.  27.  Many 
of  the  fish  are  now  beginning  to  show  signs  of  going  off 
condition.  The  season  on  all  the  important  preserved 
portions  of  the  stream  ends  on  Aug.  31.  It  has  been, 
perhaps,  the  worst  season  ever  known.  Your  reporter's 
prophecies  this  time  last  year  that  the  river,  unless 
properly  protected  and  re-stocked,  would  rapidly  de- 
teriorate, are  in  process  of  being  fulfilled. — Heron. 

Onse  (St.  Ives.  Hunts).— Roach  up  to  lib.  SJiz. 
have  again  been  weighed-in  this  week.  Mr.  W.  Dendy 
Sadler,  one  roach,  lib.  SJoz.;  H.  Friend,  one  roach, 
lib.  8oz  ;  G.  R.  James,  lib.  8koz. ;  F.  Stevens,  one  roach, 
lib.  4oz.  Mr.  Friend,  on  Tuesday,  took  fotty-sii  nice 
roach,  and  132  on  Wednesday,  scaling  upwards  of  38t. 
Mr.  L.  Finding,  Mr.  T.  Doo,  and  Mr.  A.  Brown,  fishing 
on  Tuesday,  had  some  excellent  sport  with  the  roach, 
accounting  for  170  between  three  o'clock  and  6.30,  which 
bodes  well  for  the  match  between  St.  Ivians  and  the 
N.A.P.8.  on  Thursday,  Sept.  27.— E.  Collinson. 

Onse  (St.  Neots). — The  weather  has  been  wretched, 
and  not  many  have  been  after  the  fish,  but  those  who  have 
done  so  have  had  sport  of  a  varied  character.  Chub  up  to 
3 Jib.,  bream  up  to  2ilb.,  and  some  very  fair  perch  have 
been  taken  ;  but  the  best  catch  I  have  heard  of  during  the 
pa«t  week  was  by  Mr.  Bailey,  who,  on  Thursday,  got 
nearly  701b.  of  roach,  several  between  fib.  and  l^lb.  The 
weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  has  been  very  fine,  and  there 
is  every  appearance  that  it  is  likely  to  continue. — W.  N. 

Flymonth. — Plenty  of  sport  can  be  had,  the  rivers 
being  in  good  condition.  Peal  and  salmon  have  been 
taken  in  good  numbers  on  the  Tavy.  Sergeant  Ritchie 
has  landed  over  seventy  nice  peal,  varying  in  weight  from 
71b.  to  IJlb.  J  also  a  101b.  salmon,  in  splendid  condition, 
has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Winsor,  of  Whitchurch,  as 
well  as  a  goodly  number  of  peal.  I  hear  that  another 
salmon,  just  over  101b.,  has  been  taken  near  Tavistock. 
A  naval  i  fficer,  who  is  often  on  the  river,  has  also  had  some 
good  takes.  The  Dart  is  in  first-class  order,  and  peal 
have  been  close  up  to  Princetown.  Chief  flies  are  the 
Waf  p,  Silver  Drake,  and  Fairies.  We  have  only  one  month 
left  tor  trout  fishing,  and  considering  the  state  of  all  the 
rivpr^,  we  ought  to  get  some  good  reports.— William 
Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  stormy  weather  experienced  here  of  late 
continued  up  to  the  close  of  last  week,  when  a  change  for 
the  better  took  place,  and  it  has  gradually  improved  to  the 
present  time,  and  is  now  all  that  can  possibly  be  desired 
for  angling,  holiday  making  and  harvesting.  The  barometer 
has  been  rising  gradually  for  some  days  past,  and  is  now 
very  high,  and  still  inclined  to  creep  upwards,  so  that 
settled  weather  may  for  the  present  be  confidently  antipi- 


pated.  All  these  rivers  being  in  very  good  condition,  the 
many  angling  visitors  in  the  neighbourhood  have  had 
nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  way  of  sport,  which  in  the 
Severn  and  Yyrnwy  still  continues  best  with  coarse  fish, 
especially  chub,  roach,  and  perch.  One  Lancashire  gentle- 
man had  a  very  good  day's  sport  in  the  Vyrnwy  on  Friday 
last,  taking,  amongst  other  fish,  three  large  pike,  a  very 
fine  perch,  and  a  great  number  of  roach.  Another  gentle- 
man visitor  took  Eeveral  large  chub,  and  many  nice  roach 
also.  In  the  Tanat  better  sport  has  been  enjoyed  durirg 
the  past  few  days  with  trout,  and  a  large  number  of  gray- 
ling have  also  been  had,  and  these  latter  fish  are  much 
improved  in  condition.  The  Cain  has  been  much  benefited 
by  the  recent  floods,  and  the  trout  in  it  ta^e  the  fly  very 
freely  at  present,  and  are  affording  good  sport.  It  being 
"  wake  week  "  at  Oldham  at  present,  a  veiy  large  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  place  are  now  on  their  annual 
visit  to  this  neighbourhood,  and  as  the  weather  is  most 
favourable,  all  appear  to  be  enjoying  themselves  to  their 
heart's  content,  and  cne  of  their  most  favourite  angling 
resorts  appears  to  be  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  from 
which  they  are  daily  taking,  principally  with  ground 
bait,  a  great  many  eels,  also  roach,  perch,  chub,  and  other 
coarse  fish. — Yyrnwy. 

Stonr  (Orove  Ferry,  Kent).— The  roach  have  been 
feeding  fairly  well.  Mr.  Musgrave  had  a  good  sample. 
Mr.  A.  Glass,  sec.  of  the  Walham  Green,  who  has  been 
staying  at  Upatreet,  had  nearly  201b.  of  roach  in  two 
evenings,  all  of  which  he  returned  to  the  river.  Mr.  W. 
J.  Wade,  also  a  few  nice-sized  roach. 

Snssez  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chiohester 
Canal. — Versatile  has  been  the  weather  of  the  week.  On 
Monday  rain  stopped  cricket,  lawn  tennis,  and  angling  in 
this  neighbourhood.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  have  been 
all  that  could  be  wished.  Sport,  as  a  rule,  has  been  poor 
in  all  districts.  A  few  very  good  roach  have  been  taken 
from  the  Ouse  at  Lewes,  fish  of  21b.  and  lib.  ISoz.  Several 
small  carp  have  been  captured  at  Hamsey  ;  dace  have  given 
sport  on  the  Adur ;  and  the  Cuckmere  has  yielded  bream 
from  the  tidal  waters.  Anglers  who  have  patronised  the 
Bother  have  taken  a  few  small  pike  with  gudgeon — the 
heaviest  notified  3Jlb. — perch  up  to  Ijlb.,  and  nice  bright 
roach  averaging  lOoz.  Weeds  at  Chichester  Canal  are  a 
nuisance,  and  many  a  good  fish  has  been  lott  in  conse- 
quence. Bream  of  IJ'b.,  small  perch,  and  roach  up  to  8  z. 
are  the  principal  items.  Small  fry  are  in  evidence,  and 
strings  are  taken  by  the  juveniles  daily.  The  small  fry 
can  well  be  spared,  as  the  water  is  teeming  with  them.  A 
change  of  stock  is  sadly  wanted,  as  year  by  year  bream 
and  roach  deteriorate.  A  few  bass  have  been  taken  from 
the  harbour,  and  smelt  are  again  visiting  us.  A  bass  of 
131b.  was  recently  taken  at  the  lower  look  at  Bordham  by 
the  inn-keeper.  Big  bass  are  coming  in,  and  with  fine 
weather  the  fishing  from  Chichester  Harbour  to  Pilsea 
piles  is  worth  a  trial.  Mornina  tid«s  are  the  best,  and 
soft  crnb  or  ragworm  as  bait  — George  P.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — At  time  of 
writing  (Aug.  27)  the  water  is  in  splendid  condition  for 
fishing.  Only  poor  sport  with  trout,  unless  by  late 
evening  fishing.  A  good  supply  of  salmon  showed  up  last 
week,  and  a  few  good  fish  were  landed. — H. 

Teme  (Iindlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
run  clear  and  has  gone  down,  and  is  running  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine  during  the 
day,  with  rain  threatening  at  times,  but  it  has  kept  off, 
with  cold  autumn  nights,  and  has  been  more  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  out.  The  fish  have  been  moving  better  of 
late,  and  a  good  few  anglers  ha7e  been  out  and  sport  has 
improved.  Weeds  are  now  a  nuisance  in  the  river,  and  a 
good  flush  would  improve  fishing.  The  grayling  have  been 
moving  better  since  the  cold  nights.  The  flies  used  are 
the  Wickham  Fancy,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Coch-y-Bondhu, 
August  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  Black  Palmer,  spinners,  moths, 
and  White-winged  Coachman.  Wasp  grub  for_  bottom 
fishing  has  been  in  good  demand,  and  the  bait  is  rather 
scarce,  but  good  fish  have  been  landed  with  it.  Minnow 
fishing  has  accounted  for  some  very  nice  trout.  On 
Saturday  a  nice  basket  of  trout  and  grayling  were  landed 
with  Silver  Twist  and  Wickham.  With  wasp  grub  four 
trout  and  five  eels  were  taken.  On  Monday  sport  with  fly 
was  good.  Fishing  on  Tuesday  with  wasp  grub,  trout, 
Jib.  each,  were  landed.  The  Ony,  Corve.  Clan,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
fishing  order,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  had  in  them 
with  fly  and  wasp  grub. — 8.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  district  the  water  is 
running  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
turned  fine,  with  cold  nights,  and  the  rivers  have  been 
improved  by  the  late  rains,  although  a  stronger  flush  of 
water  would  have  cleared  the  weeds.  _  The  fish  have  been 
more  on  the  move,  and  have  been  rising  better  at  the  fly, 
and  more  rods  have  been  out.  Grayling  are  sporting 
better  since  the  cold  nights,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been 
landed.  Bottom  fishing  with  wasp  grub  has  been  tried  by 
a  few,  and  good-sized  trout  landed.  On  Monday  some 
nice  trout  and  grayling  were  landed  with  fly.  The  best 
flies  are  the  Silver  Dan,  Wickham,  Coch-y-Bondhu, 
August  Dun,  and  Little  Blue.  The  prospects  for  sport  are 
njw  good. — Worcester 

Trent  (Newai-bn — Roach  fishing  has  produced  best 
results,  and  malt  has  been  the  successful  lure,  many  really 
good  takes  having  been  made  in  the  various  lengths,  both 
above  and  below  the  town,  and  to-day  I  saw  a  capital  lot 
taken  by  Mr.  T.  Brown  within  300  yards  of  one  of  the 
principal  streets  of  the  borough,  a  proof  that  on  some 
occasions  Newark  anglers  have  not  far  to  go  to  obtain 
sport.  Yesterday  the  same  gentleman  landed  a  nice .  lot, 
three  going  over  lib.  Among  other  good  bags  Mr.  T. 
Davis  has  been  to  the  fore,  one  of  his  specimen  fish 
weighing  lib.  8|oz.  4  shots.  Dace  have  not  been  feeding 
80  freely,  though  some  have  been  taken  with  wheat  and 
gentles,  and  but  few  bream,  chub,  and  barbel  have  been 
shown,  but  there  are  hopes  yet  for  the  latter,  f er  the , 


Trent  is  fining  down,  and  the  weather  shows  an  improve- 
ment on  the  past  few  days.  Pike  fishing  opens  m  the 
Muskbam  Fishery  on  Saturday,  Sept.  1. — "Trentsider. 

Welsh  Hatp  (Hendon).— Very  few  anglers  have 
had  good  takes  during  the  week  ;  too  small  to  report  on. 
On  Sept.  2  we  expect  a  good  day.  A  season  ticket  will  be 
siven  for  gross  weight  taken  (jack  and  perch  barred). — F. 

ViNALL. 

Wltham.  fto.  (SKld-Llnoolnalilre).— During  the 
past  fortnight  the  drains  around  Boston  have  had  many 
viditors.  The  Cowbridge  is  said  to  have  been  besieged 
by  anglers  of  all  ages,  each  bent  on  securing  the  coveted 
prizes.  The  Kelsey  drain  has  also  been  well  patronised, 
anglers  in  most  instances  using  paste,  potato,  or  creed 
wheat.  Yellow  paste  has  been  accountable  for  many  fish 
in  the  Conbridge  district,  notably  in  the  Frith  Bank  and 
Mount  Pleasant  Drains.  The  river  has  been  well 
patronised,  and  it  is  calculated  that  the  week-end  now 
sees  upwards  of  3000  trippers  passing  onwards  through 
Lincoln.  Roach  running  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  banked 
in  different  places ;  bream  also  have  been  picked  uo  as 
heavy  as  51b.  Lengths  about  Langrick,  Dogdyke,  Kirk- 
stead,  and  Tattershall  have  all  produced  good  baskets, 
roach  fishers  getting  occasional  tench  by  way  of  variety. 
Creed  wheat  is  the  main  bait  for  these  fishermen.  Higher 
up  the  water  towards  Bardney  also  there  has  been  good 
sport ;  the  river  has  seldom  been  in  better  trim. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  continued 
heavy  rain  we  had  up  to  the  end  of  last  week  so  raised 
these  rivers  that  angling,  especially  fly-fishing,  has  been 
under  great  difficulty — as  a  quaint  old  water  bailiff  puts  it, 
"Too  much  watter."  The  Wye  and  upper  reaches  of 
the  Derwent  have  yielded  a  few  fish,  and  these  mostly 
small.  Bottom  fishing  being  pursued  on  the  loiver 
portions  of  the  Derwent,  where  this  mode  of  fishing  is 
permitted,  and  a  few  good  fish  have  been  caught ;  also 
one  gentleman,  spinning  with  an  artificial  minnow,  took 
three  fish  from  the  Derwent,  Matlock  Dale,  on  Monday, 
weighing  lib.  4oz.,  lib.,  and  12oz.  respectively.  The 
weather  appears  to  be  more  settled,  and  the  rivers  are 
getting  in  better  order,  and  better  prospects  for  the  next 
few  days.  Useful  flies  are  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun, 
Red  Ant,  R^d  and  Grey  Quills.  Little  Marryatt,  Throstle 
Wing,  and  Black  Goat  — Dottkrel. 

Yore,  Swa  e,  Whaxfe,  Derwent,  Nidd,  Onte, 
&C.   (Yorkshire). — Angling,  especially  fly  fishing,  has 
been  very  uncertain  since  the  thunderstorms  of  last  week, 
owing,  I  think,  to  the  bitter  cold  weather,  and  north-east 
winds.    On  Monday  I  fished  the  Cover,  and  by  dint  of 
hard  work  got  fourteen  nice  trout,  and  other  anglers  in 
the  same  stream  and  in  the  Upper  Yore  did  fairly  well ; 
but  on  Tuesday  I  failed  to  raise  a  single  trout  or  grayling 
over  a  mile  of  water,  nor  could  I  induce  the  trout  to  look  at 
the  minnow,  either  natural  or  artificial.    I  hear  Mr. 
Carter,  at  Masham,  has  had  excellent  sport  in  the  Yore 
and  in  the  Burn,  getting  thirty  trout  one  day,  and  twenty- 
five  another,  but  the  fish  are  "  going  back  "  in  condition. 
Nearly  all  the  female  trout  caught  have  been  full  of  spawn, 
in  fact,  all  the  trout  caught  give  the  infallible  sign  that  they 
are  about  to  betake  themselves  to  breeding  earlier 
this  season  as  compared  with    previous    years.  The 
grayling   are,  of  course,  coming    on,   and   the  Rev. 
Sutton  Patterson  caught   some   fine   fish   in  splendid 
trim  on  Saturday  last.    There  are    any_  amount  of 
grayling  in  all  our  streams,  and  I  anticipate  a  good 
season.    The  Stockton  Angling  Club  had  a  wretched 
day  for  their  annual  competition  at  Danby-on-Yore  last 
Thursday.  The  river  was  swollen,  and  rain  fell  in  torrents 
nearly  all  the  afternoon,  and  the  lightning  kept  many  away 
from  the  waterside.  Mr.  J.  Wood  was  first  with  71b.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  G.  Featherstone,  second,  41b.  lOoz.  j  Mr.  W. 
Rushton,  third,  41b.  7oz.    In  all  some  seventy  anglers 
competed  for  the  thirty  prizes  given  by  the  local  trades- 
people and  friends.     The  members  of  the  Harrogate 
Conservative  Angling  Association  had  their  match  on 
Tuesday  at  Boroughbridge.    The  silver  challenge  cup,  to 
be  won  three  times,  was  won  for  the  second  year  by 
Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  of  Leeds ;  G.  Lamb  was  second, 
and  J.  Carlman,  third  ;  the  takes  were  wretchedly  small. 
I  have  seen  unmistakable  traces  of  otters  at  Ulshaw 
Bridge,  and  in  the  river  above  Middleham.    At  Ripon 
sport  has  been  very  fair,  the  best  flies  being  Knotted 
Midge,  Brown  Owl,  Stone  Midge,  Cooper's  Fancy,  and 
Black  Gnat;  Mr.  Diniels,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Bellamy,  and 
friend  being  the  most  successful.    Mr.  Buckley's  _  otter 
hounds  meet  on  Monday  next  at  Cover  Bridge,  and  if  the 
water  continues  to  fall  they  are  certain  to  have  sport. 
They  have  hunted  the  Swale  in  the  neighbourhood^  of 
Downham  and  Catterick  without  success,  the  water  being 
too  high.   Oh  Monday  there  was  the  usual  exodus  from 
Stockton  and  Thornaby  of  anglers  for  the  Swale,  and  Mr. 
Atkinson's  well-known  hostelry  has  been  full  all  the  week 
with  anglers,  who  usually  make  it  their  headquarters 
during  the  week.    On  Monday  the  Thornaby  Angling  Asso- 
ciation held  their  annual  competition ;  but  although  the 
water  was  dead  low  and  clear,  yet  the  fish  were  expecting 
a   change,    consequently  nothing   but  gudgeon  were 
caught,  and  the  winner— F.  Mallin— weighed-in  with  over 
a  dozen  fish,  which  baiiged  down  the  scale  at  18jz  ;  while 
Isaac  Jevans  was  second,  with  13joz  ;  and  R  Bobson, 
tbird,   with  OJnz.   No  better  sport  was  experienced 
on  Tuesday;  some  nice  pike  were  taken,  one  weigh- 
ing  7ilb.,    another  6Mb.,  and  a    third  4Jib.,  were 
oiught,    together    witn    several    small    ones.  The 
freshets  have  improved  the  angling  in  the  Ccdbeck 
and  Wiske.    Some  nice  fish  have  been  caught,  one  trout 
by  Mr  Chapman  weighing  2|lb.    Mr.  Wm.  Ruecroft  has 
also  had  fine  sport  in  Borrowby  Beck,  and  good  biskets  of 
burbot,  perch,  and  chub  have  been  secured  in  the  Wiske. 
Mr.  Merryweather  and  another  gentleman  from  Hartle- 
pool had  a  capital  day's  sport  in  Mr.  Wm.  Bonille's  private 
water  at  OsmolJherley.   The  stream  had  a  drop  of  fresh 
water  in  it,  which  was  fn  the  apgler's  favour,  for  the  trout 


September  1,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


175 


were  well  on  the  fef  d.  The  Wharf e  has  been  in  good  con- 
dition for  fly  fishiDg,  but,  owing  to  the  cold  east  and 
north-easterly  winds,  sport  has  not  been  good  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  this  river.  On  the  Burnsall  length  few  fisher- 
men have  been  saen  out.  Mr.  Gathery,  of  Norfolk,  has 
been  otter  hunting  in  this  river  during  the  week. 
The  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  have  given  better  results. 
Mr.  Prest  and  friend,  fishing  the  length  of  the  Tadcaster 
Angling  Association,  have  had  very  good  sport  amongst 
the  roach  and  dace,  their  baskets  weighing  over  a 
stone  each.  Mr.  Barker  has  done  well  amongst  the 
dace  at  Tadcaster,  securing  twenty-six  fish  in  very 
little  time,  baiting  with  maggots.  With  the  same 
bait  Mr.  Hirst  and  friend  made  heavy  baskets.  Other 
anglers  have  done  well  with  wasp  grub  and  worm.  Out 
of  the  forty-two  competitors  of  the  Tadcaster  Angling 
Association  who  fished  on  Saturday  caught  fish  and 
met  with  favourable  sport.  Messrs.  F.  Johnson,  first; 
is.  Boyton,  second  ;  and  C.  V^arley,  third.  On  the  Derwent 
at  Malton  sport  has  improved  amongst  the  roach  and  dace. 
A  Leeds  angler  had  very  good  sport,  nearly  filling  his 
basket  with  the  aid  of  wasp  grub.  The  Nidd  still  con- 
tinues to  fish  very  bad,  the  water  being  thick  as  puddle. 
The  York  Golden  Ball  Angling  Association  had  their  first 
match  of  the  season  at  West  Cottingwith.  Mr.  J, 
Watson  was  first;  Mr.  W.  Spink,  second;  and  Mr.  J. 
Wilson,  third.  Considering  high  water  and  unpleasant 
weather,  sport  was  fair.  On  the  same  day  the  DriflBeld 
Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Club  held  a  match,  in  showery 
weather,  at  Frodingham  Bridge,  on  the  Driffield  Canal, 
Bport  being  only  moderate.  Mr.  F.  Waites  was  first ;  Mr. 
Tom  Waites,  second  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Waites,  jun.,  third.  The 
special  prize  was  algo  won  by  Mr.  Frank  Waites.  As  a 
facetious  competitor  remarked,  "  It  was  a  case  of  waiting 
all  through."  The  York  Woolpack  Association  alsofished 
their  last  match  of  the  season  at  Elvington,  on  Derwent, 
on  Saturday.  Small  catches  were  made,  but  all,  with 
one  exception,  caught  fish.  J.  Steel  was  first;  T.  Dent, 
second ;  and  E.  Johnson,  third.  All  our  rivers  are  now 
in  the  best  possible  condition,  and  prospects  for  sport 
good.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Iiairgf,  N.B.). 

— On  Aug.  18,  Messrs.  Watts  and  Johnson,  Liverpool,  on 
Loch  Vejatie,  fifteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  Liverpool, 
a  similar  basket  on  Loch  Cama;  Mrs.  and  Master  D. 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-six  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  and 
Miss  M.  Anderson,  on  same  loch,  fifty-three,  15Jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Bonar  and  Todd,  on  Loch  Cama,  sixteen,  4|lb. ; 
and  Messrs.  Buckley  and  Hosack,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
thirty-two,  91b.  On  20th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  fifty-five  trout,  181b.;  Mr.  Parker,  two 
dozen,  8Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Watts  and  Johnson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
thirty-eight,  161b.;  Messrs.  Buckley  and  Hosack,  three 
dozen,  111b. ;  Messrs.  Bonar  and  Todd,  on  Looh  Urigill,  a 
basket  of  IS^lb. ;  and  Messrs.  Hall  and  Taylor,  fifty  trout, 
121b.  On  21st,  Messrs.  Watts  and  Johnson,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  forty-one  trout,  121b. ;  Todd  and  Bonar,  on 
Uiigill,  five  dozen,  18Jlb. ;  Anderson,  on  Cama,  oho  and  a 
half  dozen,  7Jlb. ;  Parker,  one  and  a  quarter  dozen,  81b., 
andaSIb.  ferox;  Hall  and  Taylor,  twenty,  111b.,  and  a 
21b.  ferox  ;  Hosack  and  Buckley,  on  Veyatie,  forty,  13ib  ; 
and  Stuart,  on  Urigill,  a  basket  of  111b.  On  22ad  and 
23rd,  the  same  lochs  were  fished  by  a  number  of  anglers, 
and  baskets  ranged  from  one  dozen  to  three  dozen  in 
number,  and  up  to  15Jlb.  in  weight.  Oa  24th,  Messrs. 
Watts  and  Johnson,  nineteen  trout,  51b. ;  Parker,  twenty- 
seven,  91b. ;  Webb  and  Ford,  three  and  a  half  dozen,  121b. ; 
Falconer,  forty,  121b.  f  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson, 
thirty-seven,  161b.,  Mrs.  Anderson  killing  a  41b.  ferox. 
On  25th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  on  Urigill,  sixty-eight, 
191b. ;  Mr.  Parker,  three  dozen,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Webb  and 
Fold,  on  Cama,  81b. ;  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  MacKay,  Bdia- 
bnrgh,  on  Veyatie,  nine,  7ilb.,  Mrs.  MaoKay  killing  a 
4ilb.  trout  with  fly.— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— In  the  middle  and  upper 
reaches  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  very  fair  sport  continues  to 
be  had.  Baskets  are,  as  a  rule,  very  small  in  the  lower 
waterg  below  Longtown,  the  unsettled  weather  still 
causing  the  fish  to  run  upwards.  Fishing  in  the  Netherby 
water,  Mr.  Niool  had  a  grilse  and  a  tew  herling.  Mr. 
Kobertson,  Edinburgh,  caught  a  small  salmon  in  Long- 
town  water.  There  are  few  catches  of  herling,  only  a 
oonple  or  so  being  got  at  a  fishing.  Some  nice  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  water  between  Netherby  and 
Canonbie  and  in  the  mid  reaches.  Mr.  T.  Bauchope, 
staying  in  Canonbie,  has  had  two  herling  and  a  few  sea 
trout  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  D.  Calvert,  four  sea  trout 
and  over  twenty  herling.  Mr.  C.  Johnstone,  Birmingham, 
at  three  nights'  fishings  caught  five  sea  trout  and  twenty- 
five  herling.  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie,  had  two 
sea  trout  and  a  score  of  herling.  Mr.  J.  Graham, 
Canonbie,  had  two  dozen  herling  at  two  fishings 
with  fly,  and  he  also  caught  two  sea  trout. 
Mr.  W.  Law  has  had  some  capital  sport,  hie  best  haul 
being  fifty  herling  and  five  sea  trout ;  Mr.  W.  L.  Graham, 
Carlisle,  and  Mr.  D.  Jackson,  Carlisle,  had  a  nice  catch  of 
herling  and  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Eak ; 
Mr.  T.  Johnstone,  Langholm,  caught  four  sea  trout  and 
nine  herling;  Mr.  W.  Eose,  Langholm,  had  four  sea  trout 
and  five  herling  ;  Mr.  S.  Bell  killed  four  sea  trout  and  four 
herling  in  Langholm  water ;  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  Ashley 
Bank,  Langholm,  had  one  sea  trout;  Mr.  Stevenson, 
Edinburgh,  had  a  sea  trout,  2 Jib.,  and  some  yellow  trout, 
in  Liddle;  and  Miss  Braokenridge,  London,  had  a  sea 
trout,  a  herling,  and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water. 
Salmon  are  now  making  their  appearance,  and  several 
have  been  caught.  Herling  are  especially  plentiful.  Fish- 
ing in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Dansey,  staying  at  the  Bskdale 
Hotel,  Langholm,  had  a  fine  grilse,  and  ten  herling 
and    seven    sea    trout;    Mr.    James    Little,  New- 


oastleton,  caught  three  sea  trout  and  five  herling  in 
Hermitage  water ;  Mr.  Eobertson,  Longtown,  had  a  sea 
trout  and  two  herling.  Mr.  Fenwick,  Hawick,  caught  a 
sea  trout,  five  herling,  and  gome  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Loch 
had  three  sea  trout  and  four  hetling  in  Liddle.  Mr. 
Fonlis  caught  four  herling  in  King  Pool  of  the  Eak,  also 
some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Luch  hooked  two  salmon  in  the 
Liddle,  runnicg  rne  for  over  ten  minutes,  but  eventually 
lost  both.  In  the  same  water.  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Canonbie, 
has  had  good  sport  daring  the  past  few  days,  killing  a 
salmon  of  12ib.,  Eeven  sea  trout,  and  sixteen  herling.  At 
a  fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  John 
Armstrong  creeled  seven  sea  trout  and  three  herliog,  and 
at  a  later  fishing  seven  sea  trout.  Mr.  W.  Law,  Canonbie, 
caught  a  salmon,  131b.,  six  sea  trout,  and  over  a  score  of 
herling,  all  in  Liddle  water.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Jas. 
Malcolm,  Langholm,  landed  a  salmon  of  61b.  in  Eskdale 
Muir  water  of  the  Bak.  Mr.  Leslie,  London,  ciught  a 
salmon  of  81b.  in  the  Willow  Pool.  Mr.  W.  H.  McLellan 
caught  a  new-run  salmon  of  141b.  in  the  Double  water  at 
Cauldron  Pool.  On  Saturday  Mr.  W.  Edgar,  Rowanburn, 
had  two  sea  trout  and  fourteen  herling  in  the  mid-reaches 
of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  C.  Johnstone,  Birmingham,  caught  over 
forty  herling,  and  two  sea  trout,  3Jlb.  each ;  Mr. 
A.  Porteous,  Canonbie,  thirty-five  herling  and  five  sea 
trout ;  and  Dr.  Anderson,  Esk  Bank,  Canonbie,  eighteen 
herling  and  two  sea  trout.  In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  T. 
Morrison  had  three  sea  trout  on  Saturday  night ;  Sergt. 
Bell  had  a  basket  containing  a  grilae,  six  sea  trout,  and 
some  herling;  Mr.  Jas.  Morrison,  Langholm,  had  six 
herling  and  one  sea  trout ;  and  Mr.  Joe  .Anderson,  Lang- 
holm, had  four  herling  and  some  yellow  trout.  Fishing 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  on  Monday,  Mr.  Arthur 
Little,  Copshawholm,  caught  six  herb'ng  and  two  sea 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Elliot,  one  sea  trout  and  five  herling ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Murray,  three  herling.  Mr.  Foster,  Copshaw, 
had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Hermitage.  In 
reply  to  some  inquiries  anent  this  famous  tributary  of  the 
Liddle,  which  rises  in  the  watershed  between  Dumfries 
and  Eoxburgh,  and  af  cer  a  run  of  between  eight  and  ten 
miles  falls  into  the  Liddle.  It  is  a  good  trouting  stream, 
and  is  formed  by  the  BiUhope  Burn  and  the  Twistlehope 
Burn.  Further  on  it  receives  the  Broadley  Burn,  with  its 
feeder  the  Crib  Bum,  the  Whittorop  Burn,  the  Leys 
Burn,  and  Hartsgarth  Burn,  a  little  before  it  joins  the 
Liddle  close  to  Newcastleton.  A  few  salmon  go 
up  late  in  the  season,  but  it  is  more  celebrated 
as  a  trouting  stream,  and  April  and  May  are  the 
best  months.  Among  notable  places  on  its  banks 
Hermitage  Castle  ranks  first.  Mr.  Grozier  had  two  sea 
trout,  and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle ;  Mr.  J. 
Beattie  had  a  nice  basket  of  herling,  and  two  sea  trout  in 
the  same  water.  In  the  Byrebumfoot  division  of  the 
Esk  Mr.  F.  Little  has  had  three  sea  trout,  and  several 
herling;  Mr.  McKune,  jun.,  Gilnockie,  has  also  done 
fairly  weU ;  Mr.  E.  Steel,  Canonbie,  caught  three  sea 
trout,  and  several  herling  above  bridge ;  Mr.  John 
Carruthers  has  had  good  sport  with  herling  in  the  mid- 
reaches  ;  Mr.  R.  Fairhead  caught  three  sea  trout,  and 
seven  herling  in  the  Long  Pool,  and  Mr.  J.  Barnes  had  a 
good  take  of  herling  between  the  Prior  Pool  and  the 
Eound  Pool.— Gilnockie. 

Caxron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgfay,  N.B.).— Sport  very 
poor.  Oa  Saturday,  Mrs.  Littltjohn,  of  Invercbarron,  got 
a  salmon  of  7ib.,  and  Misi  Bruce,  London,  a  10-ponnder  ; 
both  fish  were  clean  run,  and  caught  on  Invercbarron 
waters. — B. 

Daveron  (Baufi'slilre).  —  The  net  salmon  fishing 
closed  for  a  season  on  the  river  Deveron  on  Saturday  last, 
and  now  that  the  nets  are  off,  both  from  the  river  and 
coast,  anglers  look  forward  to  improved  sport.  Since  the 
middle  of  Jane  the  water  has  been  in  fairly  good  condi- 
tion for  fish  running.  Spates  have  been  frequent,  the 
last,^  which  _  occurred  about  n  fortnight  ago,  being  the 
heaviest  this  season.  Consequently  fish  have  had  a  free 
run,  and  it  is  reported  that  in  the  upper  reaches  especially 
they  are  numerous.  For  some  time  the  water  has  been  too 
foul  for  successful  fishing,  but  it  is  now  getting  into  better 
colour.  On  the  Beldorney  water,  on  the  18th,  Mr.  A. 
Wood  landed  a  sea  trout  of  21b. ;  on  the  22od,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Wood  had  a  grilse  of  31b.,  and  on  the  23rd,  a  salmon  of 
51b. ;  and  Col.  Wibel,  on  the  same  day,  a  salmon  of  61b. 
On  the  Netherdale  section,  on  the  21st,  Mr.  W.  R.  Bacon 
landed  three  salmon,  of  41b.,  91b.,  and  lOlb.,  and  on  the 
26th,  a  salmon  of  61b.  There  has  been  a  better  appearance 
of  sea  trout  this  year  than  there  has  been  for  several 
years,  and  a  good  many  have  been  killed  by  the  rod  and 
net.  They  average  about  21b.  The  net  salmon  fishing, 
which  closed  on  Saturday  last,  has  on  the  whole  proved 
successful,  and  better  than  that  of  the  previous  year. 
Although  up  to  about  the  middle  of  June  little  was  done 
in  the  river  or  sea,  after  that  the  fishings  greatly 
improved,  and  continued  so  until  the  end.  Grilse  were  a 
month  later  in  making  their  appearance,  but  they  proved 
a  splendid  crop,  although  they  became  scarce  in  August. 
They  were  of  good  quality  and  weighed  well,  the  heaviest 
scaling  121b.,  and  the  average  weight  from  61b.  to  8(b. 
Salmon  increased  in  number  and  weight  duriag  the  last 
t  vo  months  of  the  fishing,  and  during  the  closing  weeka  a 
large  number  of  them  weighed  from  201b.  to  about  401b., 
the  average  weight  being  18Ib.  There  has  been  no  sign  of 
disease  during  the  whole  season.  On  Monday  of  this 
week  a  ton  of  salmon  was  consigned  from  the  Deveron 
district,  and  on  Tuesday  about  15cwt.,  the  last  consign- 
ments for  the  season.  The  weather  throughout  the  time 
was  very  changeable,  being  either  too  calm  or  too  rough, 
and  for  destruction  of  nets  on  the  coast  it  his  been  the 
worst  for  many  years.  The  fishings  on  the  Gardenstown 
coast  have  also  done  well. 

Inohxiadaniph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— Aug.  13,  Mr. 
Rose,  Head  Assynt,  one  trout,  SJlb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Hussy, 
West  Assynt,  one  sea  trout,  3f  lb. ;  Messrs.  Chance  and 
Pickering,  Awe,  eighteen  trout,  121b.;   Mr.  Barnett,. 


Castle  Bay,  one  sea  trout,  31b. ;  Mr,  Bartholomew,  Inver, 
one  grilse,  SJlb.  14th,  Messrs.  Chance  and  Pickering,  Awe, 
twenty-fuur  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  R'  se,  Mid-Aesynt,  twelve 
trout,  61b.  17th,  Mr.  Wilson,  Inver,  one  saluioD,  6ilb.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Wilson,  Inver,  one  trout,  2lb.  18ih,  Mr.  Chance, 
Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  5ilb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Hussy,  Awe, 
eight  trout,  41b.  20tb,  Mr.  Rose,  Awe,  twenty  trout, 
71b. ;  Mr.  Chance,  Castle  Bay,  seven  trout,  41b  ;  Mr.  C. 
Laxford,  West  Assynt,  one  trout,  lib.  2Ut,  Mr.  Rose, 
Castle  Bay,  ont)  grilse,  51b  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Barnett,  Awe, 
eight  trout,  3ib. ;  Mr.  Pickering,  Skeig,  fourteen  trout, 
7ib. ;  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Simpson,  Mid-A(syat,  fifteen 
trout,  Clb.  ;  Mr.  Chance,  West  Assynt,  six  trout,  31b. 
23rd,  Mr.  Pickering,  Awe,  seventeen  trout,  81b.  24th, 
Messrs.  Pickering  and  Chance,  Awe,  twenty-six  trout, 
121b.  25th,  Messrs.  Pickering  and  Chance,  Awe,  thirteen 
trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Chance,  Traligall,  nine  trout,  41b.— W. 
Wallace. 

Iioohleven  (Kinross). — As  the  season  is  now  near  a 
close  all  the  boats  were  out  during  the  past  week.  The 
conditions  were  very  favourable.  The  sky  was  generally 
overcast,  and  with  a  large  burst  of  flies,  fish  have  been 
seen  daily  rising  in  all  directions,  but  despite  the  best 
efforts_  of  anglers  who  were  getting  trout  to  rise  well  to  the 
artificial  fly,  they  could  not  hook  them.  Good  sport  was, 
however,  got  by  most  of  the  parties  out.  Five  members 
of  the  Glasgow  Western  Club  captured  forty-eight  trout, 
341b.  3oz.  First,  Mr.  Dixon,  sixteen  trout,  lUb.  6oz. 
Thirteen  rods  of  the  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club  captured 
seventy-two  trout,  42lb.  43z.  First.  Mr.  J.  F.  Elder, 
eight  trout,  71b.  2oz.  The  Glasgow  Bohemian  Club,  with 
five  rods,  had  thirty-two  trout,  161b.  lOoz.  First,  Mr.  D. 
F.  Buchanan,  ten  tront,  61b.  loz.  The  West  of  Scotland 
Club  held  two  competitions,  the  first  award  going  to  Mr. 
J.  O.  Macnivem,  who  had  sixteen  trcnt,  131b.  4oz.,  and  Mr. 
R.  R.  Auld,  with  thirteen  trout,  91b.  lloz.  Twelve 
members  of  the  Clackmannan  Club  killed  sixty- 
seven  trout,  421b.  lloz.  First,  Mr.  C.  Thomson, 
ten  trout,  71b.  4oz.  A  match  between  the  Perth- 
shire and  Perth  Clubs — three  boats  a-side— resulted  : 
Perthshire,  seventy-five  trout,  48  b.  6oz.,  and  Perth,  fifty- 
two  trout,  261b.  6oz.  The  heaviest  creel  wag  that  of  Mr. 
R.  Dunsmore,  of  the  Perthshire  Club,  who  had  nineteen 
trout,  lUb.  12oz.  The  Falkirk  Club,  with  six  rods,  had 
fifty-six  trout,  311b.  6oz.  First,  Mr.  J.  A.  G.  Kirk, 
thirteen  trout,  81b.  3oz.  Private  parties  :  Col.  and  Misses 
Maud  and  Alice  Scott,  Wishaw,  captured  in  six  days  Hi 
trout,  1121b.  Their  best  day's  catch  was  thirty  trout, 
261b  ,  and  their  best  average  basket,  eighteen,  191b.  ;  four 
of  them  weighed  91b.,  the  heaviest  trout  btiog  31b. 
Messrs.  Mackay  and  Middlemass,  Edinburgh,  had  twenty- 
eight,  221b. ;  Messrs.  Clark  and  Mathieson,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-two  trout,  141b.;  Mr.  Forrest,  twenty  trout,  14  b.  ; 
Mr.  Morrison,  Denny,  twenty  trout,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Edoie 
and  J.  Croall,  Edinburgh,  twenty-one  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  J. 
Martin,  Edinburgh,  sixteen  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  Bath 
Villa,  eighteen  trout,  141b. ;  Messrs.  Youog  and  Mitchell, 
Glasgow,  twenty  trout,  161b.,  the  latter  capturing  a  trout 
of  31b.  8.Z.  with  fly;  Mr.  Potts,  Lasswade,  eighteen  trout, 
161b.  8iJZ.  ;  Mr.  Paton,  Longforgan,  twenty-seven  trout, 
181b. ;  Mr.  T.  Lawson,  Glasgow,  twenty-six  trout,  18  b. ; 
Mr.  Terris,  Cowdenbeath,  sixteen  trout,  101b. ;  Mr. 
Palmer,  thirteen  trout,  111b — Robert  B.  Laing. 

Ii3climaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  Aug.  20,  fishing  on 
Loch  Horigary,  Mr.  H.  M.  Bond  had  one  sea  trout  weigh- 
ing 41b  ;  on  same  loch  Messrs.  Hartley  had  three  sea 
trout,  121b.,  heaviest  61b. ;  and  on  Gerin  Mill,  Messrs. 
E.  and  F.  Bond  had  two  eea  trout,  6Jib.,  heaviest  3ilb. 
On  Ai?g.  21,  on  Loch-an-dune,  Capt.  Cochran  had  two 
sea  trout,  weighing  2  lb.  ;  on  Skealtair,  Messrs.  Hartley 
had  three  sea  trout,  31b.,  and  one  grilse  weighing  51b.; 
and  on  Upper  Skealtair,  Mr.  Ford  had  one  grilse  weighing 
6Jlb.  On  Aug.  22,  on  Horisary,  Messrs.  E  and  F.  Bond 
had  six  sea  trout  weighing  171b.,  heaviest  41b.  ;  on 
Strumore,  Capt.  Cochran  had  six  fish,  weighing  41b. ;  on 
Horisary,  Mr.  Ford  had  five  sea  trout,  ISJlb.,  heaviest 
5JIb. ;  on  same  loch,  Messrs.  E.  and  F.  Bond  had  six  sea 
tront,  17ilb.,  heaviest  4Jlb.  On  Aug.  23,  on  Skealtair, 
Earl  of  Orford  had  one  salmon  weighing  7ilb.  ;  on  same 
loch,  Capt.  Cochran  had  one  salmon,  101b. ;  and  on  Upper 
Skealtair,  Mr.  H.  Nevill  had  one  salmon,  Gilh.  On 
Aug.  24,  on  Horisary,  Earl  and  Countess  of  Orford  had 
thirteen  sea  trout  weighing  51b.,  heaviest  lib.;  on  Gerin 
Mill,  Mr.  Ford  had  six  fish,  2Jlb. ;  and  on  same  loch,  Mr. 
Yorke  had  seven  fish,  41b.,  heaviest  lib.  On  Aug.  25, 
Capt.  Cochran,  fishing  on  Oban-na-feadh,  had  five  fish, 
21b.  On  Aug.  27,  on  Strumore,  Mr.  Nevill  had  twelve 
fish  weighiag  5jlb. ;  on  Oban-na-feadh,  Messrs.  Cave  and 
Capt.  A.  J.  de  tVinton  had  three  fish,  21b. ;  and  on  Gerin 
Mill  the  Earl  of  Orford  had  one  fish  weighing  21b. 

SXelviuli  (Satherlandshire).— On  Aug.  13  Rev.  Mr. 
Short  had  four  trout,  21b.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  Short  had 
thirteen  trout.  6lb. ;  Dr.  Phillipps,  twenty  sea  fish;  Mr. 
Campbell,  100  haddocks  ;  Mrs.  Howey,  twenty-four  trout, 
161b.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Pritchard  had  1121b.  sea  fish; 
Mr.  Fuller  Maidand,  six  tront,  6lb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Short, 
twenty-six  trout,  101b.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Roosevelt  had 
six  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Pritchard,  841b.  sea  fish  ;  Mr.  Stewart, 
four  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Wilson,  twenty-three  trout,  61b. 
On  the  22Dd,  Mr.  Fuller  Maitland  had  niae  trout,  41b. ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  eight  tront,  4lb. ;  Mr.  Short,  four  trout,  3:b. 
On  the  27th,  Mr.  Pritchard  had  three  tront,  31b.;  Mr. 
Wilson,  twelve  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Roosevelt,  eight  tront, 
71b. ;  Messrs.  C  and  S.  Williams,  thirteen  trout,  6lb. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  N.B.).— Although  the  river  is 
known  to  be  teeming  with  fish,  a  succession  of  spates  has 
prevented  good  sport.  During  the  past  week  the  only 
fish  landed  were  one  salmon  and  a  sea  tront,  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  Skelpick  Lodge,  on  Beat  No.  6 ;  and  a  salmon  by 
Mr.  Danckwerts,  Syre  Lodge,  on  No.  2. — B. 

Nortli-East  of  Sootland.— On  Thursday  last  week 
the  Dee  reached  a  height  for  the  month  of  August  which 
has  not  been  known  at  this  season  within  living  memory, 
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aod  touched  the  highest  water  level  it  has  as  yet  done  all 
the  season  tbrough.  Comiog  at  the  close  of  the  netting 
season,  the  floods  have  been  most  opportune,  and  the 
results  cannot  fail  to  be  very  beneficial  to  the  baok-end 
anglers.  The  same  excessive  floods  were  experienced  all 
over  the  north,  and  since  then  fish  have  been  running 
freely,  although  it  will  be  the  end -of  the  week  before  sport 
can  become  anything  like  rife.  The  tack-end  season  on 
the  smaller  streams  will  be  an  early  and  prolific  one,  and 
no  burn  will  ba  too  small  to  be  despised  if  it  is  a  sea  trout 
or  finnock  scream  worthy  of  the  name.  On  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Dee  anglers  are  beginning  to  turn  out. 
On  the  Park-Mid  waters  an  angler  broke  with  a 
big  fish  last  week,  which  shows  plainly  that  the 
autumn  fish  are  already  well  into  the  streams.  The 
Don  is  fairly  surpassing  itself,  and  fish  have  been  got 
all  the  way  up  to  Inverurie.  About  100  were  netted 
every  day  up  to  Saturday  last  at  the  Nether  Don  station, 
and  not  for  eight  or  ten  years  have  the  same  good  results 
been  got.  Tne  autumn  cannot  fail  but  prove  prolific,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  it  is  the  last  that  will  be  heard  of  the 
"poor  old  Don."  On  the  Kintore  burgh  waters  Mr. 
James  and  George  Law  had  a  salmon  apiece,  scaling  101b. 
each.  On  the  same  section  Mr.  Beaton  had  one  of  91b. ; 
and  Mr.  Skene  another  of  151b.  On  the  pools  above  a  good 
few  fish  have  been  observed,  and  sport  will  be  rife  when 
the  river  gets  into  better  fettle.  Very  good  baskets  of 
finnock,  two  and  three  to  the  pound,  are  being  made 
daily  between  the  old  and  new  bridges  by  Messrs. 
Beattie,  Wallace  Tower,  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Enssell 
Smith,  and  others,  and  the  prospects  of  a  good 
season  are  now  well  assured.  On  the  Ythan  sport 
will  not  be  rife  till  after  the  nets  are  off  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  1.  _  The  season  hitherto  has  been  a  poor  one, 
but  within  the  past  few  weeks  a  good  few  heavy 
fish  have  been  lanatd  daily,  and  latterly  these  have  been 
steadily  on  the  increase.  The  best  of  sea  trout  and  finnock 
sport  is  being  got  on  the  tidal  reaches  and  round  about 
Ellon  Castle,  but,  later  on,  salmon  angling  will  be  worth 
looking  to,  evtn  as  far  up  as  Methlio,  on  Lord  Aberdeen's 
Baddo  House  estate,  in  a  wet  season  like  the  present.  The 
Ugie  has  had  a  thorough  clean  out,  und  finnock  fishing  is 
now  quite  rife  since  the  recent  floods.  The  Crown  Prince 
of  Siam  is  having  good  sport  on  the  Deveron  at 
Inverichnie,  near  Duff  House  water.  The  Findhorn  is 
just  now  one  of  the  most  attractive  tpatstorsea  trout 
angling,  with  the  cff-chance  of  a  salmon  now  that  the  nets 
are  off  — G.  M. 

Overscaigr  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgr.  N.B.).— 
On  Aug.  21  Messrs,  Scott  and  Hall  fished  Fiag  Loch  and 
landtd  thirty-three  trout,  121b. ;  Eev.  Canon  Hall,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  had  a  fair  basket  of  trout;  Mr.  Gay,  on 
Hill  Loch,  four  trout,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Ainsworth  and 
Bardswell  (Freshfield),  on  Loch  Merkland,  fourteen 
trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vowell  (London),  on  Mid-Shin, 
ten  trout,  31b.  On  22Dd,  Dr.  Hailowes  (Maidstone),  on 
Hill  Loch,  four  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vowell,  on 
Loch  More,  fcnr  sea  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Ainsworth  acd 
Bardswell,  on  Loch  Merkland,  eight  trout,  31b.  On  23rd, 
Dr.  Hallomes  (Maidstone),  caught  twenty-three  trout, 
111b.,  on  Upper  Mid-Shin.  On  24th,  Dr.  Hailowes,  on 
Mid-8hin.  thirty-three  trout,  15ib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vowell, 
on  Loch  Griam,  one  dozen  trout,  81b.,  besides  a /ero.i'  of 
4Ib. ;  Rev.  Canon  Hall  and  son  (London),  on  Loch  More, 
two  sea  trout,  41b.  On  25th,  Rev.  Canon  Hall  and  Son, 
on  Fiag,  thirty  trout,  11  Jib.  ;  and  Dr.  Hailowes,  on  Upper 
Shin,  a  baskft  of  ten  trout.  On  27th  Dr.  Hailowes  fished 
Upper  Mid-Stiin,  and  landed  ten  trout. — B. 

St.  Slash's  Locli  (Selkirkihite).  — Several  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  in  St.  Mary's  Loch  and 
Megget  lately.  A  gentleman  fishing  from  Rodono  Hotel 
in  the  Megget  for  ten  days  had  901b.  of  trout;  Mr. 
Simpson,  in  St.  Mary's  Loch,  with  fly,  had  several 
baskets  from  71b.  to  91b.  On  Aug.  21,  Master  R. 
Laid  law,  with  minnow,  on  St.  Mary's,  Ladybank,  killed  a 
trout  3Jlb. 

ooUvh  of  Scotland. — There  is  now  a  prospect  of  a 
speU  of  tine  weather  setting  in  for  September,  and  sport 
among  herling  should  be  much  better  than  that  of  August, 
which  is  generally  considered  the  dull  month  for  fly  on 
the  Border  streams.  Another  ten  days  have  to  run  before 
the  Solway  closes  its  netting  season,  and  on  the  same  date 
(Sept.  9)  draught  net  fishing  in  the  rivers  will  also  close 
tor  the  year.  There  are  only  a  few  rivers  in  this  part  of 
the  country  where  river  netting  is  carried  on.  The  Nith 
of  Dumfries  and  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  are  the 
principal  rivers  where  draught  fishing  is  still  practised. 
The  Solway  nets  have  not  been  doing  so  well  this  week, 
and  the  finer  the  weather  between  now  and  the  closing 
date  the  better  for  the  rivers,  as  autumn  salmon  are 
not  so  apt  to  run  strong  in  the  nets  in  the  early  part 
of  September.  The  prospects  of  the  back-end  rod  fishing 
is  hopeful  this  year,  as  the  wet  summer  has  thoroughly 
cleaned  the  rivers,  and  autumn  fish  are  expected  to  come 
on  earlv  in  October.  There  is  never  much  salmon  fishing 
in  the  Border  rivers  in  September,  though  one  or  two  are 
caught  here  and  there.  The  rivers  have  been  in  good  ply 
for  fty  fisbiog  since  last  week-end.  Unfortunately  light 
east  winds  have  prevailed  up  till  to-day  (Wednesday),  and 
trout  have  not  been  rising  freely  to  the  fly.  Still,  the 
more  enthusiastic  fishermen  have  caught  trout  on  the  rise 
for  an  hour  or  so,  and  made  fairly  good  baskets. 
On  Monday  afternoon  herling  were  seen  rising  to  the 
-fly.  The  corncrake  wing,  black  body,  silver  twist,  and 
furnace  brown  hackle  did  execution  on  the  Annan,  and 
another  taking  fly  for  the  herling  was  light  starling  wing, 
yellow  body,  and  hackle,  locally  called  Wicbham's  Fancy, 
though  I  am  not  sure  that  the  above  is  the  correct  dressing 
for  the  fly  of  that  name.  At  all  events  it  has  been  a  good 
killer  during  the  afternoon  and  evening.  When  the 
herling  do  rise  now  they  generally  take  hold  of  a  fly  in 
a  busineas-like  way,  and  one  is  not  apt  to  lose  so  many 
after  hooking  as  in  July.   We  should  shortly  get  the 


large  black  fin  herling  now,  indeed,  a  few  are  running  in 
the  Annan  this  week.    These  fish  afford  good  sport  in 
September,  and  fill  up  the  gap  between  the  time  that  the 
nets  come  off  in  the  Solway  and  autumn  salmon  gather  in 
the  pools  towards  the  close  of  the  month.  It  is  now  too  dark 
at  night  for  after-daik  fishing  with  fly,  and  the  sport  is 
generally  cf  little  account  after  eight  o'clock  at  night. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  in  the  rivers  of  the 
district  since  last  week.    The  Annan. — This  river  has 
not  been  doing  well  this  week.    In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  of  Blackletlees  Mr.  Evans,  a  London  angler, 
had  four  sea  trout  on   Saturday.     The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Hicks  had  a  brace  of  herling  below  Mount  Annan  island, 
and  he  also  landed  a  chub  of  31b.  with  the  minnow. 
Fishing  Northfield  water,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  Mr.  J. 
C.  Thexton,  of  Holm  Cliff,  caught  twelve  herling  and  one 
small  sea  trout  of  lib.  with  fly — a  corncrake  wing  and  black 
body.    On  Wednesday  morning  he  took  three  herling,  and 
returned  several  yellow  trout.    Mr.  W.  Wright,  fishing 
Northfield  private  water,  on  Wednesday,  kiUed  four  large 
herling  with  fly,  and  lost  one  sea  trout  and  six  herling  in 
the  landing.    These  were  taken  with  a  very  small  fly,  a 
nondescript.   Various  other  rods  have  had  from  cae  to 
three  herling  in  the  lower  waterg,  chiefly  with  fly.  The 
weather  is  now  warm,  and  herling  may  come  on  shortly. 
The  Nith. — The  Nith  was  in  fine  order  for  minnow 
fishing  for  two  or  three  days  last  week,  and  fairly  good 
sport  was  had  with  that  lure  in  the  middle  reashes. 
Fishing  in  the  Friars  Carse  private  water  below  Auldgirth, 
on  Thursday,  Mr.  T.  Hoare,  an  expert  hand  with  the  Devon 
minnow,  killed  twenty  herling  and  one  sea  trout  of  Ijlb. 
In  the  Thornhill  portion,  several  sea  trout  and  herling 
were  caught  last  week-end,  besides  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
by  various  anglers.    Near  Enterkinfoot  the  sport  has 
been  good  for  these  waters,  and  the  smaller  tributaries 
also   afforded    fair    catches.     The   Sanquhar  portion 
has    also    given    local    rods    pretty   fair   creels  of 
sea    trout.     While   the    waters   were    in   flood  the 
worm  lure  accounted  for  some  good  fish.    Near  Dumfries 
the  sport  has  been  somewhat  duappointing  of  late.  Odd 
herling  are  being  caught  here  and  there  with  fly  in  the 
evenings.   The  tributaries  have  not  been  doing  muoh  of 
late.    Several  Dumfries  anglers  and  local  fishernten  fished 
the  Cluden  and  Cairn  last  week,  but  no  large  baskets  were 
taken.    Should  the  weather  keep  fine  the  main  river  is 
likely  to  give  improved  catches.    The  Galloway  Rivers 
AND  Lochs — The  Galloway  rivers  are  this  week  in  the 
best  of  trim  for  fly.    The  floods  have  allowed  a  few  salmon 
to  ascend  to  the  upper  waters,  and  although  it  is  considered 
too  early  to  begin  salmon  fishing,  one  or  two  have  been 
landed.    In  the  Ken,  Anderson,  the  keeper  at  Glenlee, 
killed  a  good  salmon  in  the  Eockpool  last  week,  and  Mr. 
Martin  has  been  another  encoessfnl  angler  in  the  middle 
reaches.   In  the  Blaokwater,  Mr.  Thomson,  Dairy  village, 
kiUed  over  three  dozen  yellow  trout,  and  he  had  also 
pretty  fair  sport  in  the  Ken  below  Carsphairn.  Lochinvar 
Loch  has  been  fished  by  visitors  on  occasional  days. 
A   party   of   three    rods  had   a   catch   of  thirteen 
jellow  trout  one  day  last  week.    On  Wednesday  two 
visiting  anglers  fished  Loch  Dungeon,  and  had  a  fine  day's 
sport,  killing  about  fifty  yellow  trout,  mostly  small  ones. 
Odd  salmon  have  been  noticed  in  the  pools  of  the  Ken. 
The  Fleet  has  not  afforded  much  sport  of  late,  and  similur 
notes  come  from  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire.    A  few 
rods  have  been  out  from  Dalbeattie,  fishing  the  Urr,  but 
the  baskets  have  been  small  as  a  rule,  and  unimportant. 
There  are  no  reports  of  the  sport  from  the  Cree  of  Oree- 
town,  this  week.   Ayrshire  Streams  and  Lochs.— The 
rivers  have  now  reached  their  normal  level  after  the  floods 
of  last  week.    Some  small  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  taken  on  the  Ayr  and  Lugar,  though  none  of  the 
catches  call  for  any  comment.    Similar  sport  has  fallen  to 
the  rods  on  the  other  streams  of  Ayrshire,  the  chief  lures 
being  the  real  minnow  and  worm.    Loch  fishing  is  again 
improving,  and  a  few  small  baskets  have  been  taken.  On 
Loch  Doon,  Mr.  Graham,  Manchester,  caught  twenty-five 
yellow  trout  on  Friday,  and  on  the  following  day  the  same 
gentleman  took  twenty-five  with  fly.    Other  rods  have  had 
smaller  baskets.    With  fine  weather  sport  should  show 
further  improvement.  Derwent  (Solway)  and  Cocker. 
— These  rivers  are  now  in  grand  order.   The  Derwent, 
at  Cockermouth,  is  in  the  best  trim  of  the  season, 
and  the  floods  have  allowed  salmon  to  ascend.  My 
correspondent  telegraphs  me   this    evening    that  the 
sport  has  very   much   improved,    and    both  salmon 
and  sea  trout  are  being  oanght    to-day  (Wednesday). 
There  is  a  fair  quantity  of  salmon  showing  in  the  pools 
near  Cockermouth,  and  no  doubt  a  number  will  be  caught 
with  the  fly  before  next  week's  report.    Intending  visitors 
should  have  a  pretty  fair  chance  of  a  good  salmon.  Sea 
trout  are  plentiful,  and  some  fine  ones  have  been  caught  up 
to  41b.  In  the  Derwent  there  are  very  few  sea  trout  under 
l^lb._   I  hear  that  the  baok-end  salmon  fishing  gives 
promise  of  sport.    The  Derwent  rod  fishing  does  not  close 
until  November. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire),— Little  is  yet  being  done  by 
anglfcr3,_  aJtbongh,  with  the  river  in  heavy  volume,  and 
with  suitable  weather,  good  baskets  may  now  be  expected, 
as  appearances  of  autumn  sport  have  been  good.  On  the 
Knockando  water  Mr.  Paine  landed  a  salmon  of  13Jlb. 
and  a  grilse  of  41b.,  while  Mr.  Hankey  had  also  a  grilse  of 
similar  weight.  From  the  Aberlour  House  water,  Mr. 
John  Mackenzie,  fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of  51b. ;  and  from 
the  Wester  Eichies  water  Sir  A.  L.  Smith  landed  one  of 
61b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Smith  one  of  61b.  The  net  fishing  closed 
this  day  week,  and  is  the  fourth  season  in  succession  which 
has  proved  most  disappointing  and  unremunerative  both  to 
lessees  and  fishermen.  The  weather  throughout  almost 
the  whole  season  was  unsuitable,  the  nets  in  the  sea  suffer- 
ing considerable  damage  in  the  spring,  while  fish  were  also 
scarce^  at  that  time,  (jrilse  commenced  to  appear  about 
the  middle  of  June,  and  about  a  month  later  they  were  at 
their  height,  bat  they  were  a  poor  yield.   Lessees  have 


been  somewhat  recompensed  by  the  high  prices  fetched  at 
the  market  throughout  the  season. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  Aug.  21,  Professor 
and  Copt.  Crookshank,  on  Loch  Slam,  eight  trout,  41b. 
On  the  22nd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutton,  on  Loch  Craggie,  five 
trout,  7ilb,,  heaviest  41b.  On  the  23rd,  Prcfesaor  and 
Oapt.  Crookshank,  on  Loch-na-haoon,  twelve  trout,  61b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutton,  on  Loch  Slam,  fifteen  trout,  61b., 
one  grilse,  31b.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutton,  on 
Loch  Deiri,  twenty-three  trout,  91b,  On  the  25th,  Mr, 
Graham  Peel,  on  Kinloch  river,  two  salmon  weighing  51b, 
and  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Hutton,  on  Loch  Craggie,  sis 
trout,  31b. ;  Professor  and  Capt.  Crookshank,  on  Loch-na- 
hacon,  eight  front,  7Ib.,  heaviest  31b. ;  Mr.  Graham  Peel, 
on  Kinloch  river,  three  salmon  weighing  71b.,  81b.,  and 
61b.  respectively. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Baun, — Since  last  report  the  weather  has  continued 
dry,  the  wind  having  taken  a  hold  in  the  east,  where  it  is 
likely  to  remain  for  some  weeks  to  come.  As  a  continua- 
tion of  east  wind  is  certain  to  bring  dry  weather  in  the 
late  summer  and  early  autumn,  there  is  every  prospect  of 
this  river  giving  good  sport  for  what  is  yet  to  come  of  the 
season.  It  is  very  full,  but  has  fallen  6in.  within  the  last 
four  days.  All  the  flax  water  has  now  run  off,  and  all  the 
reaches  are  in  capital  angling  order.  The  only  two 
anglers  who  were  on  the  river  for  the  past  few  days  had 
some  sport.  This  shows  clearly  that  the  salmon  have 
recovered  from  the  sickness  caused  by  the  flax  water.  On 
27th  ult.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  landed  four  salmon,  scaling 
from  81b.  to  121b.,  on  the  Movanagher  Rapids,  on  the 
Dunkeld  Fly.  On  the  Kilrea  reach  Mr.  F.  Dawson  had 
three  for  the  week,  51b.,  81b.,  and  91b. — Daniel  O'Feb, 

B^nn  (Toomebridg'e).— This  river  is  now  in  good 
fishing  condition.  There  has  been  no  rain  since  last 
report,  and  the  weather  has  all  appearance  of  remaining 
good.  Several  good  catches  have  been  secured  by  hotel 
visitors  during  last  week.  Fishing  prospects  are  better 
here  at  present  than  they  have  been  during  the  season.— 

O.  TOAL. 

Belfast  and  District.- This  week  the  weather  was 
chilly  and  troat  did  not  risa  readily  to  the  fly  on  the  Dams. 
Tue  Clady  is  in  good  order,  Mr.  S,  G,  Taylor  killed  nine 
fish  on  Thursday  up  to  lib.,  but  the  best  bag  of  the 
season  was  made  on  the  previous  Tuesday,  when  five  rods 
killed  102  tront,  Mr,  James  Murray  and  Mr,  Longhead 
killed  a  few  brown  trout  on  Crossgar  river  On  Saturday 
about  thirty  anglers  were  out  on  the  lower  levels  of  the 
Lagan,  but  with  very  indifferent  success.  There  are  white 
trout  just  now  in  the  first  backwater  of  the  Lagan- 
adjacent  to  "  Molly  Wards." — J.  A.  B, 

Callan  (co.  Armagli).— The  Callan  is  in  fair  order 
after  last  week's  flood.  Whilst  the  flood  was  falling,  Mr. 
Max  H.  Smith,  Belfast,  killed  a  61b.  brown  trout  on  a 
spoon  bait  in  the  Deep  Hole,  and  al^o  a  31b.  trout  near 
same  place.  Another  angler  had  three  fish,  41b.,  21b.,  and 
21b.,  and  three  pike  same  day. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  RlverB.— Sport  has  generally  been  of  a  fair 
description  on  all  the  Cork  rivers  open  for  angling,  and  is 
improving  at  time  of  writing.  The  outlook  for  the  next 
few  days  is  pretty  good,  as  the  weather  is  overcast,  and 
nice  breezes  are  very  much  in  evidence,  and  sea  trout  are 
rising  better  on  all  the  courses. — T,  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Very  bright 
weather  continued  for  the  greatev  part  of  the  past  week, 
but  nevertheless  some  fine  salmon  were  captured.  The 
following  are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week :  Mr. 
Glegge  Thomas  landed  three  salmon  of  101b.,  91b.,  and 
81b. ,  and  unfortunately  lost  six  others ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Mann 
landed  two  salmon  of  231b.  and  161b. ;  the  Eev.  Wm. 
Verner  landed  one  salmon  of  131b. ;  Dr.  Pierson  landed 
four  salmon  of  131b.,  101b.,  81b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Sohilizzi 
landed  three  salmon  of  221b,,  131b.,  and  61b.;  Capt. 
McNeill  landed  two  salmon  of  91b,  and  81b, ;  and  Mr. 
John  Stone  landed  two  salmon  of  91b.  and  61b.,  and  a  fine 
trout  weighing  91b. — M.  Eogan  and  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon).— On  Thursday  evening,  on 
the  river  Erne,  Mr.  John  Stone,  Liverpool,  landed,  after 
half  an  hour's  exciting  play,  a  very  fine  trout  of  over  91b. 
in  weight.  It  was  in  magnificent  condition,  and  Mr. 
Stone  has  sent  it  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons,  of  Eadnor- 
street,  to  be  fixed  up.  It  was  hooked  at  six  o'clock  in  the 
evening  on  trout  fly.  The  same  evening  he  hooked  another, 
but  after  ten  minutes'  play  lost  it ;  he  judged  it  very  little 
less  than  the  one  mentioned  above,  which  was  27in.  long, 
and  ISin.  girth. 

Oalway  Rivers.- The  fall  in  the  temperature  was 
against  salmon  fishing  on  the  Corrib,  though  there  was 
Bjme  improvement  from  the  previous  week.  In  last  week's 
notes  the  words  "  salmon  taken "  should  have  been 
"  salmon  running."  The  Corrib  salmon  are  yet  in  good 
condition,  and  apparently  will  be  to  the  close  of  the  season, 
now  within  view.  At  the  end  of  the  month  the  season 
closes  on  Oughterard  river  and  tributaries,  and  on 
Spiddal  on  Sept.  15.— J.  A.  B. 

iMOVLgh.  Cnrrane  (Waterrille,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  backward,  but  fairly  good  occasionally  at  sea 
tront.  Eain  has  fallen  on  many  days,  but  there  is  still  no 
appreciable  improvement  in  any  department.  Late  salmon 
and  peal  are  still  arriving,  and  a  good  number  of  sea  trout 
pushed  up  last  week.  There  are  still  big  numbers  of 
angling  visitors  here,  though  the  rash  has  passed  away, 
and  it  is  now  easier  to  get  boats  and  competent  men.  The 
back-end  angling  should  be  good.  Henceforward — to  the 
end  of  the  season  (Oct.  15) — when  the  water  will  not  be  as 
closely  and  as  persistently  "  whipped  "  as  it  is  now,  and  in 
all  probability  the  fish  from  getting  more  "rest"  will 
rise  better.— T.  J.  D. 

Longhs  Mask,  Corrib,  and  Na-Fonirl^.- Fishing 
above  waters  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co, 
Galway,  was  never  known  to  be  such  a  snccess.  Another 
record  basket  of  pike  and  tront  this  week,   Mr.  MoVair 
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canght,  on  the  pike  water  of  Mask,  1021b.  of  pike,  largest 
311b. ;  while  Mr.  Brown  made  a  big  basket  of  trout,  and 
Mr.  Homan  an  excellent  take  of  trout  and  pike.  The 
largest  trout  caught  since  last  report,  6ilb,,  and  a  beauti- 
ful gillaroo  trout  of  5|lb.,  which  is  being  set  up.  Those 
anzious  for  large  trout  and  pike  should  take  advan^ai?e  of 
September  and  October.  For  trolling,  large  Brown  Devon 
and  natural  sprat,  mounted  on  an  Archer  spinner,  the 
most  killing  buii-s  for  trout  and  pike.  By  Telegraph. — 
Mr.  Homan  caught  101b.  of  trout  on  Aug.  29  —J.  A.  J. 
Iioni^h  Mel vln.  —  Sport  amongst  the  trout  was 
t  generally  good,  and  a  number  of  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout 
i  and  brown  trout  were  taken  by  the  annlors  out  from 
f  Garrison,  Kinlough,  Baliyshannon,  &b.  Two  of  the  best 
baskets  taken  contained  seventeen  and  nineteen  trout, 
and  each  basket  weighed  alm03t  101b.  Mr.  J.  Kane 
took  two  trout  {Salmo  ferox),  trolling,  on  Aug.  24,  of 
4Jlb.  and  31b. ;  Mr.  A.  CuUen  took  a  fine  basket  of 
gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout  on  Aug.  27,  one  of  the 
gClaroo  trout  weighing  2ilb.  Trouting  will  now  be  at  its 
best  on  this  lake  till  the  end  of  September.— M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  fair  as  far  as  salmon 
we  concerned  on  the  Inney  and  other  waters  in  South 
Kerry,  but  dull  on  the  rivers  elsewhere.  On  the  sea  trout 
waters  sport  has  been  backward,  generally  speaking,  but 
M  showing  up  somewhat  at  time  of  writing,  and  should  be 
good_ henceforward  under  favourable  conditions.— T.  J.  D. 

Kiilamey,— Sport  has  been  fairly  good  at  brown 
trout,  but  dull  as  far  as  salmon  are  concerned.  As  all 
waters  are  in  fair  order,  and  the  weather  favourable,  the 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much  better.— 
X.  J,  o. 

Monrne  (ITewtonstewart,  oo.  Tyrone),  —  The 

Moume  is  in  good  order,  flax  water  has  cleared  out,  but 
the  calm  weather  has  been  against  salmon  fishing  on  the 
unruffled  pools.  Since  last  report  J.  Harkin  killed  two 
salmon;  John  Sweeney,  two;  Molloy,  two;  Fuller,  two; 
Major  Lawrence,  three;  Capt.  Williams,  one;  Mr. 
Dobson,  two;  Mr.  Walsh,  two;  Mr.  Milligan,  one;  the 
heaviest  fish  weighing  101b.  2oz.  Some  white  trout  have 
been  killed.  The  season  terminates  on  the  Moume  and 
Its  tributaries  on  Oct.  10.  From  now  to  the  end  of  the 
season  is  the  better  part  of  the  fishing  period.  An 
extension  of  the  open  time  to  the  end  of  October  is  much 
needed,  as  the  fish  are  in  good  enough  condition  till 
then.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
MajfO).— Weather  very  much  against  angling.  Mr. 
Yasey,  four  grilse,  251b. ;  Dr.  Walsh,  five  grilse,  271b. ; 
Mr.  Poop,  seven  grilse,  411b. ;  Mr.  C.  Payn,  four  grilse, 
211b.  Sea  trout  fishing  on  the  lower  part  of  river  is  very 
^ocd;  best  bag  to  one  rod  seventeen,  211b.;  good  many 
jack  getting  on  the  loughs,  lirgest,  231b.  Very  few  trout 
getting.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal)  .—For  some  time 
white  trout  fishing  was  not  so  good,  owing  to  the  avail- 
able weather.  This  week  it  improved  considerably.  Mr. 
Renne,  on  Crolly  river,  killed  one  salmon  scaling  101b.  ; 
Master  Foy,  on  Dungloe  lake,  killed  a  white  trout,  3ilb. ; 
Col.  Buckle,  Mr.  Carter,  Dr.  Hobson,  Mr.  Johnston, 
Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Wakefield,  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  several  other 
anglers  had  fair  trouting;  plenty  of  fish  up,  and  the 
prospects  for  next  week  are  excellent.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe).— Sport 
this  week  exceedingly  meagre,  but  we  all  hope  and  expect 
that  the  September  fishing  will  turn  out  better.  Aug.  19, 
on  Lough  Derg,  two  of  Mr.  Cotham'a  party  got  six  pike! 
Aug.  22,  Mr.  Hubert  Cotham,  on  Major  Traherne'e  pre- 
serves, kUled  a  grilse,  41b.  Aug.  24,  Mr.  John  Cotham, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hubert,  one,  61b.  Aug.  26,  their 
combinf  d  bags  consisted  of  seven  pike  and  nine  perch  on 
lake;  Mr.  Hubert,  one  salmon,  101b.  Aug.  24,  John 
Lyons,  one  grilse,  61b.  Aug.  25th,  one,  81b.  Trout 
fishing  very  poor;  water  too  high.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— Weather  now  fine,  and 
the  river  is  coming  into  nice  condition  for  September 
fishing.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  P.  C.  Neill  killed,  25th,  two 
peal,  61b.,  71b.  There  have  not  been  many  trout  fishers  at 
work,  but  amongst  them  were  Dr.  Laird,  Mr.  Howley,  Mr. 
Gr.  H.  Enright,  and  Mr.  J.  Coffey,  Some  nice-sized  trout 
have  been  got  during  the  week.— John  Eneight  and 
Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co,  Kerry).- Sport 
has  been  rather  slack  on  most  days.  Sea  trout  are 
numerous,  but  have  not  been  rising  as  well  as  usual.  The 
sport,  however,  would  be  considered  good  on  less-favoured 
waters.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  week  is  better,  as 
the  waters  are  now  in  order,  and  the  fish  rising  better. 
Daring  the  recent  rains  many  fine  shoals  of  sea  trout 
arrived  from  the  lower  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

BallinskelUgSj— Good  sport  has  been  the  rule  in  all 
departments  since  last  report,  especially  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  bream,  and  whiting.  Weather  very  favourable 
and  sea  quite  calm. — T.  J.  D. 

Bally  cotton,— Pollack  have  afforded  generally  good 
roort  since  last  report,  but  the  fish  had  were  not  large. 
Weather  better  and  prospects  much  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Sport  has  been  fair  whenever  anglers 
went  out.  Pollack  and  other  fish  are  numerous,  and  the 
weather  is  now  all  that  could  be  wished  for.— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — We  are  having  fine  weather,  calm  sea,  and 
wind  off  shore.  Several  boats  off  to-day  in  front  of  the 
County  Hospital  on  a  well-known  ground  about  a  mile  and 
a  tolf  from  the  shore,  but  have  not  heard  as  to  their  takes. 

Darrynane  (CJo.  Kerry).— Pollack  have  (riven  very 
good  sport  during  the  past  few  days.  Bottom  fishing  is 
K>vuig  better  sport,  though  matters  in  this  line  cannot  be 
considered  as  satisfactory  io  far,— T.  J.  D. 


Deal  (The  Fier),— This  week's  fishing  has  been 
sadly  marred  by  the  strocg  north-east  wind  which  has 
prevailed  since  Monday  last  and  rendered  the  water 
extremely  thick  and  full  of  weed.  On  Saturday  last  some 
fair  pier  returns  were  made  by  Messrs.  Harding,  Offar, 
Wyatt,  Darracott,  and  Hill,  while  the  ten  year  old  son  of 
the  last  named  gentleman  landed  a  handsome  plaice  of 
2Jlb.  upon  his  o*n  rod.  Messrs.  Nesbitt,  Gray,  and 
Allen  had  a  good  boat  citoh  of  six  large  codling,  five 
plaice,  and  three  dabs,  in  the  early  morning  ;  and  in  the 
afternoon  Messrs.  Oliver,  Cooper,  White,  Blair,  and 
Pearson,  with  _G.  Baker  as  boatman,  brought  ashore  forty- 
nine  dabs,  thirty-one  pouting  and  whiting,  and  a  4Ib. 
lobster.  Mr.  W.  C.  E'ms  also  made  a  good  boat  catch  of 
fifty  whiting,  four  codling,  and  a  large  plaice.  The  wind 
on  Aug.  26  blew  from  the  north-east,  and  our  pier  anglers, 
Messrs.  Burgess,  Waddell,  Glen,  Athow,  Turner,  and 
Timm?,  did  not  get  a  dozen  fish  between  them,  Thelwind 
had  increased  to  a  gale  on  Monday,  the  fishing  deck  of  the 
pier  being  submerged  at  the  top  of  the  tide,  so  that 
angling  was  out  of  the  question  after  early  morning  hours. 
Mr.  CuUey  took  a  nice  codling  on  Tuesday  morning,  and 
several  small  eels  were  hooked  and  landed  in  the  forenoon, 
while  on  the  afternoon's  tide  Mr.  Sexton  had  seven 
pollack;  Mr.  Wynne,  two;  Mr.  Wood,  three;  Mr.  Ruegg, 
two;  and  Mr.  Ontram,  two,  A  freshening  breeze 
thickened  the  water  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  little 
except  weed  was  brought  up  by  the  bottom  fishers,  but 
the  afternoon  provided  poUack  fishers  with  some  two 
hours'  sport,  though  the  general  run  of  the  fish  was  not 
large.— J.  Richaedson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal. — There  has  been  too  much  wind  lately  for 
fishing.  On  Aug.  25  Mr.  Duncan,  and  son,  fished 
close  to  the  White  Buoy,  and  landed  over  two  score 
whiting  and  dabs.  Mr.  Williams  and  friend  fished  clcse 
to  the  wreck,  and  landed  about  one  score.  To-day 
(Wednesday),  weather  moderate  ;  should  it  continue  so  for 
a  few  days  we  may  look  for  fair  sport. — Edwaed  Hanger 
(Agent  B.S.A.S.,  Kenwyn,  North  Parade). 

Dingle. — On  the  whole  sport  has  been  good  in  all 
departments  since  last  report.  To  give  anything  like  a 
full  list  of  all  the  baskets  had  would  occupy  too  mush 
space.  Rock  fishers  have  done  well  at  various  fish  during 
the  last  few  days.  Weather  now  very  favourable. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Bastbonrne. — At  the  present  time  there  are  plenty  of 
bass  in  the  direction  of  Beachy  Head,  and  very  fair  sport 
is  being  obtained  with  rod  and  hand-lines.  Any  informa- 
tion regarding  the  fishing  or  entomology  of  the  place  can 
be  obtained  of  Mr.  Amos  Luck,  the  proprietor  of  the  Ship 
Hotel,  who  is  as  enthusiastic  a  fisherman  as  he  is  an 
entomologist. — G.  E.  S. 

Hastings. — Things  are  rapidly  improving  here,  and  very 
fair  takes  have  been  made.  'Although  rather  on  the  small 
side,  one  occasionally  gets  into  a  good  one.  The  first  cod- 
ling have  shown  up  this  week.  Prom  both  piers  good 
takes  of  eels,  flatfish  (including  some  good  soles),  whit- 
ing, and  weaver  have  been  secured.  Boat  anglers  have  in 
most  instances  done  well. — H.  D. 

Flymonth. — Mackerel  have  been  very  plentiful  this 
week,_  both  whiffing  and  at  ground.  They  have  been  so 
close  in  shore  that  the  big  hookers  that  generally  go  to 
sea  remained  in  the  Sound  whiffing  for  them  amongst  the 
various  craft  to  the  eastward  side  of  the  Sound.  There  is 
a  division  of  opinion  amongst  them  as  to  which  spinner  is 
best — some  stand  by  the  treble  hook  and  others  by  the 
single  hook.  The  champions  of  the  former  maintain  that 
they  hook  more  fish,  whilst  those  that  stick  to  the  single 
hook  maintain  that  when  the  fish  are  biting  freely  it  is 
easier  to  unhook  from  the  single  than  from  the  treble. 
The  grey  mullet  are  still  on  the  feed  at  the  docks,  and 
some  fine  bass  have  been  taken  at  Penlee  and  the  Rame 
Head.  At  the  former  place  some  very  large  pollack  have 
baen  taken  by  casting  the  red  indiarubber  sand-eel  from 
the  rocks.  The  usual  smelt,  pouting,  and  pier  fishing  is 
also  giving  a  fair  amount  of  sport. — William  Heaedee 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Since  last  report  sport  has  been  good,  but 
only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  at  odd  times.  The 
weather  is  now  just  the  thing,  and  as  all  the  fish  usually 
taken  at  this  time  are  numerous,  the  prospects  for  the 
next  week  are  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Pollack  are  giving  good  sport,  and 
bottom  fishers  have  done  well  at  various  fish  during  the 
past  few  days.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
very  good,  as  the  weather  and  water  conditions  are  of  the 
best.— T.  J.  D. 


Beptts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazstte,  St. 
Bunstan  s  Mouse,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden 
Lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  Renting  and  Preservation 
Committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next,  Sept.  3,  at  8  30  p.m. 
— R.  G.  WooDBUFF,  Sec,  2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford 
Hill,  N. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  63.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Amicable  Brothers' 
Angling  Society.  On  Friday  last  one  application  and  a 
grant  of  £6  was  made.  The  next  committee  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Sept.  14,  at  8  30,  which 
will  be  a  special  meeting  on  important  business.— R. 
Ohurney. 


Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  b  3  to  the 
Hearts  of  Oak  A  8.,  Ye  Oid  Crown,  Brick-lane,  Beihnal 
Green-road,  on  Monday  next,  Sept.  3.  The  member*  of 
this  club  are  always  to  be  found  at  return  visits.  I  hope 
other  clubs  will  return  tht;  compliment  and  make  this 
visit  a  success.— G.  Manning. 

Aberoorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstinley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  —  8inc«  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-io :  Messrs.  MoEachan,  181b, 
of  roach  and  tench;  and  C.  Mirkworth,  51b,  14  of 
barbel  and  roach.  On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  A.  Painter,  l(i  b.  of 
barbel  and  bream ;  Messra.  Pike,  Stuckey,  and  T.  Mark- 
worth,  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Markwonh  also  winning 
outstanding  prize  at  Shepperton.— Alk.  Pai.vter. 

Aimirai  Blake  A.ugang  8ooieii>,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W.— All  members  should  attend  Monday 
next  and  try  to  make  first  distribution  of  prizes  a  success. 
Several  prizes  have  been  promised  for  the  season.  The 
secretary  was  unavoidably  absent  from  last  Monday's 
meeting. — H,  Langton, 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street.  Hackney.— On  Aug.  26  the 
following  members  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Buxton,  bream; 
Osborne,  roach,  dace,  and  perch ;  J.  Jones,  chub;  and  J. 
Allen,  roach.  On  Wednesday  last  one  new  working 
member  was  proposed,  and  one  formally  admitted.  The 
auditors,  Messrs.  T.  Jones  and  Ramsden,  submitted  the 
balance-sheet  for  the  quarter  ended  Aug.  15,  which 
showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  over  £5.  Mr.  T.  Jones  wins 
the  prize  for  gross  weight  of  bream  weighed-in  during 
August. — A.  Fenton. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill 
Gate,  W.— Messrs.  Osborne,  A.  Glaze,  H.  Slack,  and 
Otter  Wheeler  weighed-in  on  Aug.  26  roach,  bream,  and 
dace,  the  Otter  winning  a  prize  in  our  Bickmansworth 
match,  and  Glaze,  a  prize  in  Eldridge's  Amberley  match. 
We  made  three  more  members,  and  the  chairman  read 
correspondence,  and  same  was  dealt  with  by  members 
present.  Mr.  E.  B.  Head  was  present,  and  we  all  enjoyed 
a  jovial  evening  with  this  gentleman.  We  offer  him  our 
best  wishes. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Ooach  an!  Horses,  Ports- 
month-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.- On  Aug.  26  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  W.  Hall  a  good  show  of  roach 
and  dace,  two  heaviest  dace,  13Joz.  and  12|oz.,  sent  to 
Mr.  Cooper  for  preservation ;  Mr.  Smart,  roach  and 
bream,  heaviest  bream  2lb.  lOJoz. ;  Messrs.  Butlin, 
Drew,  Chambers,  and  Boothby  smaller  catches,  making  in 
all  a  good  show  of  fish. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square. — We  had  a  splendid  muster 
on  Wednesday.  Several  of  our  members  weighed-in  fish 
on  Aug.  26.  Mr.  Harding  has  been  successful  in  Mrs. 
Eldridge's  competition  at  Amberley.  Our  second  outing 
will  be  fished  for  on  Sept.  30  from  Burnt  Mill  Lock  to 
Harlow  Lock,— G.  Haynbs. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Aug.  26  we  had 
a  good  muster  at  Chertsey,  to  fish  for  four  prizes,  which 
were  all  taken  by  the  following :  Messrs.  G.  Rich,  first, 
with  roach,  dace,  and  barbel  ;  D.  Cooper,  second,  with 
roach,  dace,  and  perch ;  J.  Rich,  third,  with  roach  and 
dace;  Townley,  fourth,  with  roach  and  dace.  Oar  next 
match  will  take  place  at  Amberley,  on  Sept.  9 ;  all  to  start 
first  train  London  Bridge. — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltouian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Aug.  26,  in  the  competition  at  Amberley,  two  prizes 
were  taken— Mr.  Lambert  and  Mr.  Hutchinson.  Also 
weighed-in ;  Messrs.  Payne,  Cripps,  and  Shury.  Our 
annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the  Atun  Hotel,  Pulborough, 
on  Sept.  9.  The  next  prize  outing  is  on  Sept.  16.— 
A.  Cripps. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk, 
Brandon-street,  Walworth. — Will  all  old  and  new  members 
kindly  attend  on  Wednesday  night  next  for  very  special 
business,  and  those  members  not  attending  on  this  night 
wiU,  on  and  after  this  date  (Wednesday  night,  Sept.  5), 
not  he  considered  members  of  this  club,  and  will  not 
receive  any  benefit  from  the  club,  as  the  business  is  very 
special  indeed  ?  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  the 
night.  Sept,  5. — A.  A.  Cornish. 

Battarsea  Frienfl^  Augling  Boalety,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S. W  — Arrangements  to  fish  for 
Mr.  W.  C.  Tucker's  silver  cup  is  postponed  till  Oct.  2. 
We  fish  for  four  prizes  on  Sept.  2.  Open  (roving),  bank 
only.  To  go  down  on  the  morning.  The  following 
weighed-in  on  Aug.  19 :  Messrs.  C.  Newman,  5ib.  of  chub ; 
A.  Addison,  roach ;  H.  H.  Willson,  roach.  On  Aug.  26 
Mr.  G.  W.  Hall  weighed-in  101b.  13oz.  of  bream  and  chub; 
Mr.  G.  Smeed,  tench ;  and  Mr.  Dejonge,  roach. — A. 

DE.70XGE. 

^rmondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — On  Aug.  22  Mr.  J.  Martin 
weighed  -in  a  capital  show  of  bream  from  the  Oues,  351b. 
On  the  26th  the  members  fished  a  competition  for  their 
August  series  of  prizes  in  the  river  Arun,  the  following 
being  successful :  Mr.  G.  Armstrong,  jun.,  first ;  J.  Smith, 
second  ;  J.  Wigley,  third  ;  and  A.  Conn,  fourth.  On  the 
29th  Mr.  J,  Smith  weighed-in  ISJIb.  of  tudd.— Alf 
Conn. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Society.  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. — Several  members  weighed-in  on 
Aug.  25— Mr.  W.  Stone,  G.  Howard,  Wheelbouse,  and 
Jones,  On  next  Wednesday  we  decide  our  monthly  outing 
for  September.  Will  members  turn  up  in  force  to  settle 
same  ? — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Anvllug  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  HUl.— Since  our  last  report 
the  following  members  have  been  out :  Wilkins,  roach  and 
peroh ;  Weeks,  roach ;  Wilson,  dace ;  Dagwoithy,  roaeh 
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and  gudgeon;  Belton,  roach;  Smedson,  dace.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  in  force  at  our  Bubecription  match  on 
Sept.  2,  at  Winlsor,  the  conditions  of  which  are: 
Boundary  from  Winds.r  Town  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall; 
baiik  only  ;  baokwaoera  allowed ;  two  rods,  but  no  live 
baic  to  be  taken;  all  fish  to  weigh  except  jiok,  pipe, 
bleak,  and  eela  Will  members  who  were  not  present  at 
last  meeting  please  attend  nexc  Wednesday,  as  we  have  an 
important  mitter  to  st<ttle  ? — C.  Chaplais. 

Blooxiisbai^  Brctnei»  A&ifii^^  ooulets,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn.  W  C— On  Aug.  26  Mr.  J.  Drew 
had  a  nice  show  of  bream  and  roach,  151b.  14J  iz  ;  Mr.  J. 
Morrell,  bream  and  roach,  51b.  ISfoz.,  which  secured  him 
the  six'h  prize  in  Eldrid^e's  competition  at  Amberley. 
Mr.  J.  Eoach,  Mr.  R.  Lnmmes,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker 
also  weighed-in  roach, — T.  Pateknoster. 

BrnnBWicK  Brothen  AU<uxit;  society.  Cherry 
Tre«,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— On  Tuesday 
last  we  settled  arrangements  for  outing  on  Sept.  16,  at 
Harlow ;  usual  conditions.  All  members  to  go  down  by 
first  train  that  leaves  Stratford  on  morning  of  match. 
We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  on  Aue.  26,  Mr.  E.  Papworth, 
T.  Tucker,  C.  Parmenter,  and  J.  Kelly  weighing-in  bream 
and  roach. — A.  Robektson. 

CamDrlag«  Msttvu  ATothavi  A.nglia,g  Society, 
Good  Intenf.,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge- 
Heath,  N,E. — A  pegged-down  match  will  be  fished  on 
Sept.  2,  at  Tonbridge,  river  Medway,  for  ten  prizes.  The 
first  train  leaves  Cannon-street  at  seven  o'clock.  To 
start  fishing  at  9  a.m.  and  cease  6  30  p.m.  Mr.  B.  Williams 
has  given  a  prize  for  new  members,  providing  there  are 
four  or  more  enter  in  the  outing  for  the  first  Sunday  only. 
There  was  a  fair  show  of  fisb  on  Aug.  26.  The  following 
members  weighed-in :  Mr.  E.  fl.  Argent,  roach ;  Mr.  R. 
Nursey,  dace ;  Mr.  Stephenson,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr. 
Hubbard,  roach;  Mr.  W.  Elliott,  roach;  Mr.  Wickes, 
roach  and  perch;  Mr.  C.  Hazard,  perch;  and  Mr.  J. 
Baines,  perch.  A  prize  is  given  for  September  for  the 
gross  weight  of  roach.— B.  H.  Argent. 

Camdeb  A,ngiiag  Sociecy,  ite  locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  Aug.  26 
we  had  a  fair  show,  but  not  quite  up  to  our  average  so  far. 
Messrs.  Cook,  a  decent  take  of  roach  and  perch;  Taylor, 
roach,  largest,  lib.  lOjz. ;  R  iberts,  bream,  from  the  Onse  ; 
F.  Dykes,  bream ;  T,  Dykes,  dace ;  Gill,  barbel  and 
roach  ;  J.  Andrews,  roach  and  perch  ;  and  Parker,  roach. 
We  start  from  headquarters  at  7.30,  on  the  9th,  so  hurry 
up,  as  there  is  not  much  room  lefc.  One  of  our  members 
found  a  P.  T.,  which  has  been  forwarded  to  the  owner,  so 
as  to  save  time,  as  he  might  want  it  for  the  week-end. — R. 
Marshall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  E. —  We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
trays  on  Aug.  26  :  Messrs.  Heeater,  a  good  show  of  roach, 
best  fish  lib.  loz. ;  Stone,  roach;  Lashwood,  roajh  and 
bream;  Sand,  juo.,  eight  bream,  weighing  221b.  8oz., 
best  two  fish,  51b.  and  4ib.  8oz.  They  have  been  sent  for 
preservation.  We  have  an  outing  to  Harlow  on  Sept.  16 
(pegged-down  match),  the  winner  to  hold  our  challenge 
cup  tor  one  year.  All  me  obers  wishing  to  take  part  in  the 
competition  must  be  clear  on  the  society's  books. — J. 
Sands. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westboume  Park,  W.— We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
Aug.  26.  The  following  weighed-in  :  W.  Fayers,  bream, 
barbel,  and  chub ;  A.  Hardcastle,  roach ;  F.  Staniford, 
roach;  B.  Tarham,  roach  and  dace;  R.  Haoon,  roach. 
A.  Hardcastle  weighed-in  a  specimen  barbel  during  the 
week.  Our  match  tor  six  prizes  takes  placa  on  Sept.  2  ; 
leave  Westbourne  Park  by  8.13  train ;  cease  fisbing  at 
7.30 ;  boundary  between  Cowley  Lock  Bridge  and  gas 
factory  bridge. — W.  B.  F. 

Central  Assjciation  of  London  Angling 
Clnbs. — The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Bedfoid  Head  Hotel,  Mniden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  next,  Sept.  3.  at  8  30  p  m.,  and  distribution  of 
prizes  won  in  the  recent  Palborongh  CDmpetition  ;  also  the 
Bmden  and  Elsmore  caps  given  to  successful  competitors 
at  9.30  p.m. 

Clapuftm  function  Angling  Soci*t7,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Junction,  8.W.— The 
result  of  on-  match  at  Woking  on  Aug.  26  was  as  follows : 
H.  Moore,  first ;  A.  Bowater,  second ;  C.  Ball,  third ;  J. 
WiUgoss,  fourth  ;  H.  Runnegar,  fifth.  Also  had  fiah  :  J. 
Davis,  J.  Jones.  Prom  other  waters  :  Mr.  J.  Woodhouse, 
barbel,  one  fish  31b.  7joz. ;  and  H.  Bethol,  roach.  Locale 
of  another  matcti  to  be  settled  next  meeting  night.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Ciapkam  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Our  September  outing 
takes  place  on  Sept.  2,  when  there  will  be  three  prizes  of 
value  to  be  fished  for  at  Woking  (Broadmeads).  Cou' 
dicions :  All  fish  to  weigh,  members  to  catch  their  own 
live  bait ;  train  leaves  Clapham  Junction  at  8.45.  M  r,  J. 
Pasmore  weighed-in  some  nice  perch  and  dace  on  Aug.  26. 
Several  other  members  had  fish,  but  were  too  late  to 
weigh. — P.  Bishop, 

Clerkenweli  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Camden  A.S. 
on  Aug.  21.  Nine  societies  were  represented,  viz.  :  Great 
N  orthern,  Lincoln,  Eustonians,  North  London,  Camden, 
Pnosnix,  Rojal  George,  Dibden,  and  Brompton.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  Phoenix  A.S..  at  the  Tavistock, 
Stibbington-street,  Camden  Town,  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  5. 
— F.  Castell. 

Clift  jn  angling  Society,  The  Palmerston,  Clifton- 
road,  Peckham,  S.E. — A  nice  sbow  of  roach  and  dace  was 
exhibited  at  the  club-house  on  Aug.  26  by  the  members  of 
above  society ;  also  a  jack  scaling  31b.  lOoz.  Next 
meeting  night,  Thursday,  Sept.  6. — E.  C.  Addison. 

Cobaen  Angling  Sooietjr.  Cobden  Club,  Keusal- 
road,  Westbourne  Park,  W.— Mr.  E.  Baxter  weighed-in 
231b.  9oz.  bream  a^d  roach  on  Aug.  26.   Our  next  match 


takes  place  on  Sept.  16  at  Taplow,  from  Boulter's  Look  to 
Cockhtm  Chain  Ferry.  One  rod  ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  Go 
down  by  8  13  train,  and  return  from  Taplow  by  8  6  train. 
Register  names  at  Raymede  Hotel,  and  register  fish  at 
Raymede  Hotel  not  later  than  seven  o'clock.  Thirteen 
piizes  to  be  fished  for. — A.  S.  H. 

Cosy  Angiii  g  Sociec;;.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate.  8.W. — A  fpecial  meeting  is 
called  for  Sept.  5,  to  settle  important  business,  when  I 
hope  all  membets  will  attend. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W  C— On  Aug.  26  Syd.  Cutbush 
and  John  Massey  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  perch,  and 
gudgeon.  An  outing  has  been  arranged  for  Siipt.  9,  to 
take  place  at  Shalford.  All  to  go  down  by  the  8  25  am. 
from  Waterloo,  and  book  to  Guildford.  There  are  five 
prizes  to  be  fished  for.  Our  special  meeting  was  a  great 
success,  the  important  business  ending  very  satisfactorily. 
Mr.  Mnller  and  Mr.  Cutbush  were  appointed  delegates. — 
W.  M. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Flscatorials.  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — On  Aug.  19  we  had  some  fine 
roach,  bream,  and  dace  shown  by  Messrs.  G.  Norris,  J.  Mao- 
donnell,  C.  Walter,  H.  Haines,  and  W.  Long,  four  of  the 
roach  weighing  over  lib.  We  fished  Amberley  for  prizes 
under  the  same  conditions  as  the  Eldridge  competition,  in 
which  Messrs.  W.  Long  and  J.  Macdonnell  were  successful. 
The  club  match  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  W.  Long,  first ; 
Mr.  G.  Norris,  secocd.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

ISalston  Angling  Sooiec>.  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street.  Dalston,  —  On  Aug.  26  Messrs.  T. 
Thompson,  W.  Thompson,  C.  Pocock,  R.  Parram,  and 

G.  Davies  weighed-in  some  very  nice  bream  and  roacb, 
several  of  the  bream  scaling  4|lb  and  5|lb  ;  the  roach  also 
were  of  a  good  class.  On  Aug.  28  a  very  good  attendance, 
and  several  prizes  were  added  to  the  list  for  our  next 
outing.  Will  members  oblige  by  attending  on  Tuesday 
next,  to  arrange  when  and  where  the  next  outing  shall 
take  place. — S.  Malby. 

Oibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in:  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  barbel  and 
roach,  171b  ,  heaviest  fish,  31b.  6|oz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Kirkham, 
perch.  We  have  arranged  to  fish  our  second  outing  at 
Shiplake,  on  Sept.  30,  when  we  have  several  good  prizes  to 
be  competed  for. — E  Collman. 

Dnbe  of  Norfolk  Angxing  Society,  The  Apollo, 
AU  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  Aug.  26,  and 
during  week,  our  members  weighed  some  good  shows  ; 
Messrs.  G.  Jenkins,  roach,  lOlb. ;  Bidwell,  roacb ,  71b.  8oz . ; 
Palhers,  roach,  61b.  lloz. ;  Tucker,  roach  and  dace, 
51b,  Goz. ;  Bradshaw,  roach,  41b.  lloz. ;  Severns,  roach, 
31b.  5oz. ;  Major,  roach,  21b.  4oz.  ;  A.  Barrett,  dace, 
lib.  15oz. ;  and  Millett,  one  nice  tench  going  over  31b.— 
W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — The  next  outing  will  be  Sept.  2  to  the 
Colne  (the  Association  water)  for  usual  three  prizes. 
Cease  fishing  at  seven.  Our  Mr.  Mathews  had  a  good 
show  of  roach  and  dace  from  St.  Margaret's.  Two 
heaviest  dace  9|oz.  each,  and  several  reach  of  lib. — E.  H. 
Lane. 

East  Dnlwioh  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich. — Messrs.  J.  and  A.  J.  Bannister,  together 
with  Messrs.  J.  Dnmblenon  and  Wood,  had  some  good 
sport  with  bass  at  Littlehampton  on  Aug.  26.  We  have 
several  piizes  for  an  outing  on  Sept.  16  — E  D. 

ISdmonton  and  Totceuham  Angling  Society, 
Horse  Shoes,  Silver-street,  Edmontun.  —  We  had  a 
successful  outing  on  Aug.  26,  in  the  Lea,  at  Ware,  for 
eight  prizes,  ten  members  weighing-in.  The  successful 
members  were  :  Messrs.  T.  Plammer,  first ;  Dew,  second  ; 
Salmon,  third ;  Thorpe,  fourth ;  J.  White,  fifth ;  P. 
Coppin,  sixth;  Lewis,  seventh;  F.  Rogers,  eighth. 
Messrs.  Jones,  James,  and  W.  Coppin  also  weighed-in, 
but  were  not  successful  in  securing  a  prize.  The  fish 
weighed-in  were  all  roach,  with  the  exception  of  two 
perch.  Our  next  outing  will  be  a  sea  fishing  competition  for 
prizes.  This  outing  is  very  popular  with  our  members, 
and  there  are  generally  enough  prizes  given  for  it  to 
allow  of  every  member  who  gets  fish  to  secure  a  prize. 
Members  are  requested  to  turn  up  in  force  on  Tuesday 
next  to  arrange  tor  this  outing  at  Leigh-on-Sea,  when  the 
day  will  be  fixed. — W.  Coppin. 

Bnterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — Our  members  fished  on  Aug.  26 
for  Mr.  Hoadley's  prize  for  jack.  Won  by  Mr.  Ashmore, 
jack  and  roach,  41b.  6Joz. ;  also  Mr.  Ashmore's  prize. 
Won  by  Mr.  Wells,  roach,  41b.  15ioz.— T.  Biggs. 

Pitm  and  True  Aagling  Society,  Piinoe  Regent, 
Bereaford-street,  Walworta. — Several  membfirs  weighed- 
in  some  very  nice  fish  on  Aug.  26  from  the  Medway.  We 
have  a  roving  match  on  Sept.  2  — C.  Rosser, 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorlals,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  Forest  Gate,  E. — The  following  only  weighed-in 
last  week:  Mr,  F.  Cackett,  a  parch,  lib.  7oz.  ;  and  Mr.  H. 
Creeke,  111b.  of  bream  and  roach.  We  have  three  more 
prizes  to  fish  for  this  month,  viz. :  Mr.  Cowlin's  prize,  and 
two  others  for  the  three  best  roach  caught  during 
September.    Four  new  members  joined  last   week. — 

H.  F.  C. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  HospitEd,  W.  —  On 
Aug.  26  Messrs.  Baily,  James,  Verity,  and  BUins  weighed- 
in  bream,  chub,_  roach,  and  tench.  On  Tuesday  our  host, 
Mr.  King,  weighed-in  jack,  perch,  and  tench,  largest 
perch  lib.  12^oz,  Should  like  to  see  members  show  up 
better.  Mr.  James  won  the  August  prize.— A,  W. 
Bllins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — On  Aug.  26  some  good  roach  were 
brought  in  from  the  Lea  by.Messrs.Whitmore,  Thompson, 
Bromley,  and  Stinton.  On  Aug.  27  forty-five  members  and 


friends  went  to  Bamsgate  for  our  annual  dinner,  and  I  dct 
not  thing  any  of  those  that  went  will  ever  forget  it.  It 
was  one  of  the  worst  days  we  ever  experienced,  so  the 
least  said  about  it  the  better.  There  was  only  one  good 
feature  about  it,  that  is,  we  arrived  home  safe  by  boat. 
Many  came  home  by  the  boat,  but  the  majoniy  came  home 
by  rail.  The  members  will  fish  for  prizes  on  Sept.  2  at 
Pangbourue.  There  will  be  a  saloon  carriage  tor  our 
company.  The  train  leaves  Paddington  at  9  a.m.— R. 
Murphy. 

Harconrt    Angling   Soolety,    Haroourt  Arms, 

Harcourt-street,  N.W. — We  had  some  bream  and  roach 
on  the  trays  on  Aug.  26  but  not  a  large  quantity.  I  hope 
the  members  will  try  and  attend,  as  we  are  arranging  a 
match  for  this  month  and  want  to  make  it  a  success.— 
A.  E.  Pavne, 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Outing  to  Twickenham  on  Sept.  2  to 
fish  for  prizes  not  taken  in  last  competition,  to  weigh-in 
at  flub  same  evening, — W,  N.  Dawes. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  Angling  Associa- 
tion.— A  pegged-down  competition  will  take  place  at  the 
Pevensey  Haven  on  Sept.  5,  commencing  at  2.30  p.m.  The 
party  will  journey  by  the  train  leaving  Hastings  at  one 
o'clock.  Intending  competitors  must  give  in  their  names, 
accompanied  by  the  entrance  fee  of  Is. ,  on  or  before  Mon- 
day, Stpt.  3.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  supper 
to  be  served  at  the  New  Inn,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
"  weighing  in,"  at  a  charge  of  Is,  6d.  per  head.  Members 
intending  to  stay  for  this  will  please  signify  their  intention 
of  doing  so  to  the  Hon.  Sees,  at  time  of  entry. — Hy. 
DowsETT  and  W.  G  Scott. 

Hatoham  Brothers  Angling  Eociety,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,  S.E. — On  Aug.  23 
Mr.  C.  Williams,  jun.,  had  a  nice  show  of  perch,  from 
Amberley.  On  Aug.  26  we  had  a  full  muster  of  members 
from  Amberley,  and  a  good  show  of  fish  was  on  the  trays, 
the  principal  show  being  that  of  Mr.  T.  Simpkins,  who 
had  taken  second  prize  in  Mrs.  Eldridge's  competition, 
with  91b.  Goz.  of  bream;  Mr.  R.  C.  Judd  also  weighed- 
in  some  good  roach  froto  Pulhorough.  A  roving 
match  will  take  place  on  Sept.  2,  at  Pulhorough,  for 
five  prizes,  two  of  which  will  be  competed  for  by  thos0 
members  who  have  never  taken  a  prize.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Thursday  next  to  arrange  the  first 
outing  in  connection  with  the  challenge  cup.— W.  Tarry, 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Sooieiiy,  Ye  Ulde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane.  Bethnal  Green-road,— On  Aug.  26,  Mr. 
Russell  weighed-in  roach,  and  Mr.  Smith,  dace ;  first  and 
second  prize.  On  Sept.  2,  annual  dinner  at  the  Pied  Bull, 
St.  Margaret's,  and  also  peg-down  match  on  same  day  in 
the  Dead  Pound,  St.  Margaret's  Look  to  _  Armstead 
Lock.  Start  fishing  at  9.30 ;  leave  off  at  six  o'clock ; 
show  fish  at  6.30  on  the  abridge.  On  Monday  next, 
Sept.  3,  return  visit  No.  1 — Bastarn  district. — H. 
Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  HoUoway,  N. — The  following 
have  been  to  the  fore  during  the  week :  Messrs.  G. 
Whitbread,  with  61b.  loz.  of  rudd ;  E.  Stone,  five  roach, 
scaling  61b.  2oz.,  largest,  lib.  9^oz. ;  Tom  Stone,  nine 
roach,  101b.  12joz.,  a  nice  lavel  lot,  largest  being 
lib.  5Jnz.,  and  two  fair  perch ;  and  W.  T.  Attwood,  a 
dace,  lOJoz.,  from  the  club  water. — E.  Wymer. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society  Holioway  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway,  N. — A  well-attended  meeting  was  held 
at  the  above  address,  and  several  members  report  fair  takes 
of  fish.  Mr.  E.  Steinhart  had  good  sport  on  the  Ivel  at 
S  hefford  during  the  last  fortnight,  the  roach  weighing  from 
lib.  to  mb.  Mr.  F.  Hones,  fishing  at  Henley,  captured  a 
number  of  good  perch  up  to  IJlb.  Mr.  A.  C.  Clajton, 
during  his  holiday  in  Norfolk,  reports  fair  sport  from  the 
Bnre,  but  nothing  worthy  of  special  mention. — A,  C. 
Claiton. 

Hounsiifld  Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden  Lion, 
Lower  Edmonton. — We  had  a  very  good  show  on  Aug.  26, 
Mr.  S.  E.  Jones  heading  the  list  with  some  choice  roaoh 
and  dace,  the  six  heaviest  dace  going  21b.  15Joz.  Messrs. 
W.  Mogg  and  W.  Taylor  also  had  roach  from  the  Lea. — 
W.  MoGG. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Aug.  28  Mr. 
R.  Ghurney,  our  late  sec,  handed  over  the  whole  of  the 
club  property,  and  will  still  continue  to  be  a  member.  A 
committee  was  then  elected,  viz. :  Mr.  Marler  (chairman), 
Mr,  Attemore,  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Huntley,  Harris,  and  Mr. 
Gillett.  Mr.  Bishop  tendered  his  resignation  as  trustee, 
and  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Attemore  elected  in  his  place. 
It  was  alio  decided  that  in  future  hon.  members  be 
accepted  (all  at  5s.  each  per  year.)  On  Aug.  26  Mr. 
Hintley  weighed-in  jack,  and  Mr.  Bishop,  perch. — E.  W, 
Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Aug.  26 :  Mr.  Howard,  roach ;  Mr.  Benny,  bream,  also  a 
prize  winner  at  Amberley ;  J.  H.  Herbert,  roach.  Mr. 
Day  also  had  roach,  but  up  to  late  to  weigh.  We  have  a 
return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  District  List  on  Sept.  10, 
80  those  secretaries  that  have  not  received  post-cards  kindly 
accept  this. — J.  H,  Herbert.  , 

^saak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Haekney-road,  N.E.— Result 
of  the  competition  on  Aug.  26 :  Mr.  F.  A.  Garrard  an4 
Mr.  C.  Haywatd  were  the  successful  competitors.  There 
will  be  five  special  prizes,  instead  of  four,  to  be  competed 
for  during  the  month  of  September ;  full  particulars  and 
conditions  to  be  had  at  the  clubhouse. — H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road,  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  we  have  had  fi 
very  few  fish  weighed-in.  Members  were  out,  but  the 
brothers  Redington  were  the  only  successful  gentlemep 
who  had  fish  from  Yalding.  We  also  had  one  new 
member  proposed.     Having  several  Benevolent  oaxdifi 
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beloDgiog  to  members,  will  they  kindly  attend  to  receive 
them  P— G.  Bknce. 

Bing'ston  Piscatoiial  Society.— A  barbel  com- 
petition will  take  piaoe  on  Sept.  2  and  3.  Conditions : 
One  rod  only  ;  no  professional  fisherman  to  assist ;  fish  to 
be  weighed-in  each  eveoing,  nine  to  ten.  Membera  must 
notify  me  in  writing  the  day  prior  to  the  competition 
which  day  they  intend  to  fish. — Ii'redk.  Littlkwood. 

Iiimeliotise  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India  Dock-road,  E.— Mr.  G.  E  Schuiz  and  Mr.  H.  J. 
Stevens,  fishing  in  Suffolk,  have  had  a  fine  show  of  roach, 
rndd,  bream,  and  tench  (Mr.  Stevpns's  largest  tench, 
31b.  5|oz.) ;  Mr.  Schnlz,  rndd  up  to  IJ.b. ;  roach,  lib.  Gr^z.  : 
Mr.  Jones,  roach,  bream,  and  rudd  from  BurfS;  Mc. 
E.  J.  Wells,  roach  and  bream  (ap  to  2ib.)  from  Norfolk. 
Messrs.  Bones,  Easley,  and  Cloake  have  paid  a  visit  to  the 
association's  new  water  at  Hantingdon,  and  there  is  no 
doabt  anglers  will  have  to  go  many  miles  to  find  its  equal ; 
rbach,  rudd,  bream,  perch,  and  jack  in  abundance.  All 
information  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Chas.  Grant, 
Waterloo  Houae,  Huntingdon,  headquarters  of  the  Hunt 
ingdon  A.S.  Good  sleeping  acc(  mmodation  at  Mrs. 
Carter's,  14,  St.  Mary's  Terrace,  New  Town.  Our  next 
meeting  takes  place  on  Sept.  5.— L.  T.  S.  Cloake. 

Xilnaoln  Jkngilag  Society,  Metropoman,  Win- 
chester-street. Pentonville-road,  N.— On  Aug.  26  the 
following  had  Eome  good  shows  of  fish:  Mr.  Cook, 
171b.  lOuz.  of  roBch  ;  Mr.  Webber,  51b.  12inz.  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  Symes,  41b.  4ioz.  ;  Messrs.  Richardson,  Cordwell,  and 
Killick  also  having  fish.  On  Sept.  2  we  fish  a  match  at 
Bourne  End  for  seven  good  prizes ;  all  to  start  by  the  8.40 
train  from  Paddington  on  the  morning,  and  return  by  the 
7.85  at  night.  On  Sept.  3  we  hold  a  tmoking  concert  for 
the  benefit  of  Arthur  Thompson,  member  of  the  above. 
This  is  a  very  deserving  case,  and  we  hope  to  have  the 
support  of  the  angling  clubs.  Chairman,  F,  Watling, 
Great  Noithern  Brothers. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angrling^  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  fine  weather  continues,  though  it  has 
been  colder,  but  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  is  lovely.  Our 
outing  last  Thursday  to  one  of  the  Rivington  reservoirs 
was  a  bad  failure.  Only  a  few  members  turned  up.  A 
good  matjy  small  perch  were  caught,  but  none  reached  the 
limit  weigHt  (4oz. ) ,  and  so  no  prizes  were  won.  On  Thursday, 
Aug  30,  the  members  of  the  St.  Helens  Asscciation  visit 
our  Knowsley  water,  as  they  have  done  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  and  we  are  sure  of  a  pleasant  meeting. 
The  date  of  our  return  visit  is  not  yet  fixed,  but  probably 
it  will  be  Sept.  13.  We  have  arranged  for  a  compstition 
in  the  Dee,  at  Bangor-on-Dee,  for  Sept.  6,  and  hope  to 
have  a  good  day  with  the  roach  and  dace,  as  there  are  a 
goodly  stock  in  this  portion  of  the  Dee,  and  they  generally 
bite  freely.  Mr.  T.  White  has  registered  a  trout 
2lb.  6|oz.,  and  a  roach  lib.  9Joz.,  for  specimen  fish  prizes 
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Maldon   and   Heybridg^e  Angling  Society, 

White  Lion,  FuJlbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Anglera  have 
haa  some  fair  spurt  during  the  past  week  from  the  Lang- 
ford  and  Beeleigh  waters.  Mr.  S.  Vince,  fishing  on  the 
a4th,  took  91b.  of  roach.  Mr.  Ehrens,  of  the  Brunswick 
Brothers,  secured  a  good  bag  of  roach  and  dace  on  the 
25th ;  and  T.  Springett,  61b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Most  of 
the  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  tidal  waters.  Some 
fair-sized  peich  have  been  caught  recently  from  Speeney, 
the  best  fish  tciliug  IJlb.  Tickets  for  fishing  the  Lang- 
ford  waters  may  be  had  of  the  landlord,  Mr.  F.  Wakelin, 
of  Langtord  Hall,  at  5s.  each  for  the  season,  or  Is.  per 
day ;  also  from  Mr.  G.  Wrake,  of  the  White  Lion,  Full- 
bridge,  Maldon.— F.  Keen. 

nortb-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Gresn-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —  On  Sept.  5  a 
special  meeting  will  take  place.  On  Aug.  26  we  had  a  very 
nice  show  of  fish  by  Messrs.  Hart,  roach  and  bream ;  S. 
Polykett,  roach  ;  Pledwell,  roach;  C.  Lamb,  jan.,  roach; 
8.  Barrett,  roach ;  Prosser,  dace ;  E.  Lamb,  perch.— 
G.  Tayleb.  [No  report  arrived  at  the  office  last  week 
ot  it  should  certainly  have  appeared.]  ' 
'North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  New  Castle 
Atms,  Hercules-road,  Lambetn,  S  E.  —  We  fish  our 
next  match  Sept.  2,  at  Shalford ;  all  members  to  catch 
&30  train  Waterloo  Junction,  and  cease  fishing  4.80  p.m. 
The  number  of  prizss  is  four. — E.  Rawles. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-roaa.— On  Aug,  19  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in :  Messrs.  Adams,  barbel  and  bream ; 
Christmas,  perch.  Others  were  out,  but  did  not  weigh-in! 
On  Aug.  26  Mr.  Christmas  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of 
bream  from  Huntingdon.  Several  members  fished  in  the 
ojmpeiition  at  Amberley,  but  H.  Stretch  was  the  only 
one  to  secure  a  prize.  The  other  members  did  not  weigh- 
in  at  the  club,  although  they  weighed-in  at  the  competi- 
tion.—H.  Stbetch. 

^Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Ogknder  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  Bast  Dulwich,  S.B.— On  Aug.  26  Mr 
W.  Mojler  saved  the  club  from  a  blank  with  lib.  9oz.  of 
fish.  On  Sept.  2  we  have  a  competition  at  Wateringbury 
^r  three  prizes  given  by  Messrs.  Wright,  Dunlop,  and 
Kennedy.  All  to  go  by  the  7.15  from  New  Cross,  and 
return  by  the  7  20  ;  gross  weight,  all  fish ;  one  rod ;  bank 
only.  On  Tuesday  night  we  elected  a  new  member  (Mr. 
Wjatt)  proposed  by  our  chairman.  Tuesday  next  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  room  full  as 
important  bubiness  is  on  baLd.— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Sooiety-  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— The  prize 
left  over  was  won  by  J.  Slade,  who  was  the  only  one  that 
competed ;  A^  Birch  weighed-in  lOJlb.  of  roach  (heaviest, 
lib.  3uz.).  Will  all  members  please  attend  on  Sept.  5  to 
consider  a  letter  received  from  the  Hearts  of  Oak  A.S 
which  charges  our  members  with  having  taken  their  pegs 
and  placing  ours  in  their  place  on  Aug.  19,  on  the  day  we 
competed  at  St.  Margaret's?  Will  Mr.  Bagshaw  please 
attend  this  society  on  Wednesday  next,  10  to  10.30  p  m 


Jingling  ^ixtmes, 

September  2.  — — 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Roving  match. 

Blenheim  :  Outing  to  Windfor. 

Burlington  :  Roving  competition. 

Brun8M<ick  Brothers  ;  Outing  to  Harlow. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match  at  Tonbridge. 

Carlton  :  Match  at  West  Drayton. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Match  at  Woking. 

Earlefield  :  Outing. 

Firm  and  True  :  Roving  match. 

Good  Intent :  Match  at  Pangbourne. 

Harlesden  :  Outing  to  Twickenham. 

Hatcham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pulborongh. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Annual  dinner  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Kingston  Piscatorials :  Competition. 

Lincoln  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Mitre  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Hbrley. 

North  Lambeth  :  Outing  to  Shalford. 

Oglander  :  Outing  to  Wateringbury. 

Ormonde  :  Competition. 

Spread  Eagle :  Lapsed  urize  outing. 

Stockwell :  Outing  to  Pnlborough. 

Stratford:  Match. 

United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Sandgate. 

Wellington  :  Match  at  Tonbridge. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
September  3. 

Admiral  Blake  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Hearts  of  Oak :  Visit. 

Lincoln :  Benefit  concert. 
September  5. 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  ;  Competition  and  supper. 

Pbcenix :  Visit. 

Woking :  Smoking  concert. 
September  8. 

Lincoln :  Benefit  concert. 


Sept, 


9. — Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

9. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 

9. — Camden  ;  Outing. 

9.— Covent  Garden:  Outing 'to  Shalford. 

9.— Elgin  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

9.— St.  Alban's  :  Match  at  Tonbridge. 

9  — Wandsworth  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Hampton. 
10  — Ii-ltngton  Brothers  :  Visit. 
10.— Silver  Tront :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
16. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Prize  outing. 
16  — Cancing  Town  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
16. — Cobden  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
16. — East  Dulwich  :  Outing. 
16. — Phceuix  :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 
80. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 
30.— Dihdin  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 


to  let  the  members  know  exactly  what  he  means  by  his 
accusation  ?  The  member  who  pegged  out  our  swims  on 
that  occii-ion  denies  h  ving  moved  their  pegs,  and  there 
is  not  a_  member  of  this  suciety  who  would  be  guilty  of 
such  a  discreditable  action  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bagshaw,  as 
per  his  report  in  the  F  O.  last  week.  Where  were  their 
members  who  peggt- d  their  swims  out  that  they  did  not 
no' ice  it  and  complain  at  the  time  ? — George 

Ormonde  AnKliug  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
Lambeth-road,  S.B. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  plected 
six  new  members,  Messrs.  A.  Harris,  F.  Garner,  B.  Collins 
W.  Thirsting,  F.  Cobb,  and  H,  Harris.  Oar  next  monthly 
competition  tabes  place  on  Sept.  2  at  Bgham.  I  hope  a 
good  muster  will  turn  up  to  compete.— J.  Mann. 

Fhoenlac  Angling  society.  The  TavistocK.  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Aug.  26,  Mr.  Nobby  was  the  only 
one  to  weigh  in  with  roach  from  the  Thames.  On  Wed- 
nesday, Sept.  5,  we  take  a  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell 
and  District  List.  Will  clubs  that  are  not  posted  please 
accept  this  intimation  ?  On  Sept,  16  we  have  an  outing  to 
King's  Langley.  Mr.  Mares,  at  Amberley  last  Monday 
had  some  exciting  adventures. — E.  C.  ' 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street 
Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  Aug.  26  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  W.  Payne  and  W.  Shepherd.  A  club  outing 
will  take  place  on  Oct.  21.  All  members  are  particular  y 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  decide  place  and 
conditions. — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Aug.  26  we  had  a 
splendid  show  of  fish  on  our  trays  by  Messrs.  Longiand 
Trotter,  Pone,  Holder,  W.  Allport,  and  Speelman,  &o! 
On  Aug.  29  we  elected  our  officers.  Chairman,  Mr 
Trotter ;  vice,  Mr.  W.  Allport ;  secretary,  Mr.  Gibbons  •' 
assistant  secretary,  Mr.  Longiand;  Messrs.  Gibbons  and 
Lewis,  delegates  on  the  Anglers' ;  Messrs.  Holder  and 
Longiand,  delegates  on  the  Central. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow,  E.— On  Augr.  26  the  prize  outing  took 
place,  and  the  following  are  the  winners:  Messis  A 
Barclay,  first,  81b.  13uz.  of  tudd  ;  J.  Stanley,  tec ond' 
roach ;  Tisshaw,  third,  roach ;  F.  Gardener,  fourth' 
roach;  R  Walker,  fifth,  roach  ;  Perry,  roach;  C.  Foy«' 
bream;  Marigold,  roach;  T.   Parker,  81b.  rudd.— f' 

PiGNATELLI. 

St.  Albana  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun.  Prince's- 
road,  KenningtoD-cross.— Our  meeting  on  Aug  28  was  well 
attended  by  a  good  muster  of  members,  and  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  September  series  of  prizes  were  carried  out. 
Will  members  that  were  not  present  at  the  meeting  please 
note  that  the  prizes  will  be  fi-hed  for  at  Tonbridge  on 
Sept.  9  ?    First  train  from  London  Bridge,  S.B.R.— J.  T. 

LEIGHfON. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Bomface-street,  Westminster  Bndge-road,— On  Aug.  19 ; 


Mr.  Wright,  carp  and  rudd  j  Mr.  Hulbert,  rudd.  On  the 
26th  most  of  our  members  fished  in  the  competition  at 
Amberley,  Mr.  Bignall  6;b  loz.,  taking  fifth  prize.  Mr. 
J.  Wright  and  Mr.  Ilulbert  had  tith.  Will  membera 
attend  in  full  force  next  meeting  night  ? — W.  B. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Graf  ton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— Some  of  our 
membfrd  weighed-in  on  Aug.  19  :  Messrs.  Pennell,  bream, 
51b.  6jz  ,  one  fish,  31b.  2Joz.  ;  Campbell,  roach,  6:b.  2  z. ; 
King,  roach  ;  and  Spalding,  roach  and  dace.  Ou  Aug  26 : 
Messrs.  Campbell,  roach  and  chub,  Clb.  4oz.  ;  8.  King, 
bream,  roach,  and  dace;  H.  Dicker,  dace;  T.  Spalaing, 
dace  ;  and  Boddy,  dace.— W.  Aljjis. 

SilVfcr  Trout  An^iing  Society,  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  (Jarden.— On  Aug.  26  Mr. 
Renant  weighed-in  show  of  roacb,  18.^1b.  (largest  lib.)* 
alsD  chub  and  dace;  Mr.  Saalteld,  perch  (largest 
lib.  4jz.) ;  on  the  28!,h,  Mr.  Grammer,  151b.  roach,  chub, 
dace,  and  one  bream.  Members  please  note  our  next  cup 
outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  10,  at  Shiplake.  Tuesday 
next  is  quarterly  night,  also  special  meeting,  when  [  hope 
all  members  will  be  present.— R.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney.— We  fished  the  remainder  of  our  prizes  on 
Aug.  26 :  J.  Tolley,  first,  roach  and  bream ;  Morrish, 
second,  roach  and  bream  ;  also  Jewson  roach  and  bream  • 
Woodford,  roacb;  Rapley,  roach;  Rushton,  bream;  and 
D.  Boldeny,  roach. — W.  Beattie. 

StooSwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — The  following  weighed-in  on  Aug.  26  • 
Messrs,  A.  Hall,  151b. ;  Ejke,  61b.  loz. ;  J.  I,  Maoey! 
81b.  5ioz.  ;  A.  Pain,  31b.  lloz. ;  Barker,  3!b.  5Joz. ;  Q. 
Rowley,  8ib.  8oz.  ;  Anstey,  81b.  6oz.  ;  Jenkins,  lib.  '5oz'. 
Messrs.  Phillips,  Hairy,  Pajne,  Lucas,  and  Adams  alao 
had  fish,  but  too  late  to  weigh-in.— Thos.  Li  cas. 

Stratford  AngUng  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— The  following  weighed-in 
some  nice  shows  of  fish  on  Aug.  26:  Messrs.  Hobbs, 
Simmons,  Rowbotham,  W.  Drake,  Humphreys  with 
roach;  J.  A.  Pay se,  bream  (also  winning  third  prize  in 
Eldridge's  competition  at  Amberley).  Our  match  for 
Sept.  2  will  be  roving,  from  Ware  Bridge  to  St.  Mar- 
garet's Bridge.  All  to  book  to  Ware,  and  weigh-in  fish  at 
the  New  Bull  Inn  not  later  than  6.30  p.m. ;  one  rod  only 
to  be  used.  Train  leaves  Stratford  (main)  7.41.— Q.  A. 
Payne. 

sundial  Angling  Society,  Wirdsor  Castle,  King's- 
street.  Hammersmith.  —  Result  of  our  competition  at 
King's  Langley:  Mr.  T.  Carpenter,  first,  lib.  GJoz., 
roach  ;  Mr:  C.  F.  Pointer,  second;  Mr.  P.  Thorpe  third  • 
Mr.  E.  Roach,  fourth;  Mr.  Witten,  fifth.  Duiing  the 
week  Mr.  H.  Burnham  weighed-in  trout  and  rudd ;  Mr, 
C.  Stevens,  roach,  dace,  and  bleak.  Last  meeting  we 
made  two  new  members  —C  E.  Lock. 

United  Br  .iher  s  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— On  Aug.  26  we  bad  a  very 
good  bhow  of  fish  taken  by  the  fullowine  members: 
C.  Freak,  J.  Payne,  J.  Oakley,  F.  Beak,  R.  Clemison, 
8.  Drage,  W.  Stephens,  J.  Sieer,  W.  Drage,  W.  G. 
Coekerton,  A.  Paskius,  H  Perkins,  B.  Skeats,  and  H*. 
Wanstall.  Our  worthy  host,  Mr.  MacKrill,  and  son,  have 
been  sea  fishing  lately,  but  have  n^jt  weighed-in  any 
specimens  yet.  We  fish  our  next  club  matcti  at  Sandgate 
ou  Sept.  2  ;  also  for  rest  of  given  piiz:8.— P.  H.  Beck. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princesa 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Aug  26  our  outing  was  a  great  success,  when  the  following 
weighed-in :  T.  Auttin,  n  ach,  first  prize ;  W.  Boud, 
roach,  secotd  prize;  J.  Toothill,  roich,  third  prize;  C. 
Bathke.  roach;  H.  Clark,  roach;  G.  Smith,  fludffeon  — ^ 
W.  H.  B.  .  o    s  • 

Walaam  Gresn  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Will  members  please 
attend  next  Wednesday  ?  Very  important  business  in 
connection    with   Amberley   outing    prizes,  —  W.  W. 

Ddffield. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 

Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— On  Aug.  26  we  had 
a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  The  following  members 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Eaton,  Thompson,  Poore,  Rumbal, 
and  Howell,  rOiCh  ;  Messrs,  Prosser  and  Knight,  bream ; 
and  Mr.  Stevens,  chub. — W.  Callcut.  ' 

Wandswjrth  Piscatorials  Winning  Post,  Sou'h- 
street,  Wandsworth.- On  Aug.  20  the  following  members 
Messrs.  Parker,  Withey,  Clark,  Tringham,  Mills,  and 
Beale,  fished  Wraysbury  for  the.ptizes  lett  over.  Most  of 
them  got  fish,  but,  unfortunately,  missed  the  train,  and 
were  unable  to  weigh  in.  We  fish  our  njxt  match  at 
Hampton  cn  Sept  9,  punts.— C.  Beale. 

Welliugkou  Ani^llng  Sociev;^ ,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth, S.B.— We  had  a  good  muster 
on  Tuesday  night.  We  fish  a  match  at  T.  nbridge  on 
Sept.  2.  Seven  o'clock  train  from  London  Bridge.  I  hope 
all  members  will  tarn  up.  Two  of  our  memoern  gained  a 
Trize  in  Mrs.  Elc ridge's  competition  at  Amterey.— W, 
Cox. 

MTenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road.,  N.  — A'  our  last  m>-etirg  we  n  ade  two  new 
mtmbers  We  fish  for  monthly  grcsa  weight  of  all  fish 
exc-pt  j.ck  in  September,  and  gross  weight  of  jack  in 
October.  On  the  26th  several  ot  oar  members  were  out 
biit  did  not  weigh-in.  Mr.  Stymaii  saved  us  from  a  blanlc 
with  roach.  Mr.  K-»nn  also  had  fish,  winning  a  prize  at 
Amberley. — H  Heib. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N.— Mr.  C.  Hajn^s  weight d-in  17iib.  roach,  and 
dace  ;  Mr  Gerken,  5^10.  roach,  largest  lib.  4oz.  ;  and  Mr. 
Sparling  a  golden  carp,  2b.  o-z.— Alfred  G.  Hill. 

West  Bam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Ooaoh 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— At  our  match  on 
Aug.  26  there  were  only  four  prizes  out  of  five  taken,  so 
there  is  oae  to  be  fished  fpr  at  the  same  plac^  on  Sept.  2, 
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I  hope  our  membors  will  not  forget  that  It  is  onr  quarterly 
night  on  Wednf  eday  next,  Sept.  5.— R.  Lowther. 

White  Hart  Angling  Soolety,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale.  N.— On  Avg.  26  our  oegged-down  match 
was  a  great  success,  all  the  prizes  boing  takon  with  speci- 
men fish.  W.  E.  Beaumont,  bream  (heaviest  fish  21b.  14oz.), 
first ;  D.  Knight,  bream  (heaviest  fish  3lb.  Inz.),  second  ; 
F.  H  Beaumont,  bream  (hea^'iest  fish  21b.  13Joz  ).  third- 
C.  Dflbnpy.  tench  (one  fish  21b.  4i^z  ),  fourth.  Wo  fiah 
fr>r  M-.  Pheasey's  prize  on  Sept.  2.  All  fish  open.— W.  E. 
Beaumont. 

Woking  ABgrlingr  Club,  The  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Wokirg.— A  succossfnl  priza  outing  was  held  on  Broad- 
meada  on  Aug.  26,  and  although  the  wind  was  easterly 
and  very  cold  some  nice  fish  were  had,  although  not  m^ny 
roach  were  taken.  The  successful  competitors  were  Mr 
Haddow,  Mr.  H.  Crane,  Mr.  F.  Beagley,  and  Mr.  j! 
Parslow,  the  three  last  namsd  tying  for  second  and  tjhird 
prizes.  We  made  four  instead  of  three.  Members  will 
please  note  that  the  first  day  to  fish  for  the  prize  for 
sppoimen  roach  or  perch  ia  Sept.  1.  Fish  to  be  taken 
within  a  five  mile  radius  of  the  society's  olub  room. 
Sept.  5  IS  the  date  of  our  first  grand  smoking  concert  of 
the  season.  Friends  will  be  heartily  welcome.— Weysidk 
Wandeeeb. 

^offings  bg  t^e  iSap. 

■^Those  in  search  of  a  really  cheap  excursion  for  one, 
three,  six,  or  eight  days  to  Yarmouth  should  look  at  an 
advertisement  {in  another  column).  The  Great  Eastern 
Railway  will  do  their  level  best  to  convey  the  excursionists, 
and  anglers,  when  at  Yarmouth,  are  within  easy  reach  of 
some  of  the  most  famous  rivers  and  broads.  Friday, 
Sept.  7,  will  be  the  first  day.  Apply  at  once  for  tickets  to 
Mr-  T._  Harrington,  or  committee,  as  no  tickets  for  this 

'Machine  Managers'  Superannuation  Fund"  are  obtain- 
able at  the  stations. 

 >♦»♦<  

A  NEW  scciety  i^  about  to  be  formed,  to  be  enrolled  on 
the  Anglers'  Association.  To  be  held  at  the  Stnrt  Arms 
New  North-road,  Hoxton.  'Busses  and  trams  from  east,' 
west,  north,  and  south  pa^s  the  door.  All  information 
may  be  obtained  on  application  to  E.  Ghnrney,  secretary 
116,  Mnrray-Btreet,  New  North-road,  Hoxton,  N. 
■  >»«♦■<  

The  members  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society  had  their 
annual  day's  fishing  expedition  on  Tuesday,  "when  they 
again  argled  in  the  waters  of  the  Mole,  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  T.  H.  Bennett.  A  party  of  about  twenty  thus  spent 
a  pleasant  day,  although  fish  were  not  so  plentiful  as  could 
be  wished.  The  fish  taken,  and  in  which  nearly  every 
member  had  a  share,  were  perch,  roach,  chub,  and  dace, 
but  none  reached  the  standard  of  specimens.  Mr.  J. 
E'herinaton  was  the  most  successful  angler,  and  took  the 
prize  offered  Vy  the  president  of  the  club  (Mr.  F.  W. 
Coles)  for  the  largest  fish  caught  during  the  day 
with  a  fair-sized  perch,  Mr.  H.  Skilton  being  second 
with  a  slightly  smaller  fish  of  the  same  variety.  Rod 
and  line  were  abandoned  at  six  o'clock,  at  which  hour 
an  adjournment  was  made  to  the  Plough  Inn,  Stoke 
d'Abernon,  where  a  company  of  about  thirty  sat  down  to 
an  excellent  dirner.  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  I.  R. 
Richardson,  of  Kingston,  one  of  the  vice-presidents'  of  the 
angling  society,  his  vis-a-vis  being  J.  P.  Chuter  (hon. 
secretary).  Several  toasts  were  submitted  at  the  dinner, 
sympathetic  reference  being  made  to  the  loss  by  death  of 
Mr.  G.  Miles,  who  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  former 
annual  outings.  Hearty  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr. 
Bennett  and  to  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  who  rent 
the  fishing  rights  at  Ccbham  Court,  for  kindly  permitting 
the  members  of  the  scciety  to  again  fish  the  streams. 


Me.  G.  E.  SiMMS,  writin?  f rom  Eastbourne,  says :  "  The 
silly  season  is  sorely  at  its  height  when  entomological 
records  are  given  as  a  variant  to  those  of  the  sea  serpent, 
the  big  vegetable  marrow,  and  the  abnormal  fungns.  The 
caterpillar  mentioned  in  yonr  notes  last  week  is  that  of 
S.hgusiria,  the  privet  hawk  moth,  one  of  our  commonest 
sphinges.  It  is  found  on  almost  every  privet  hedge  in  the 
country.  As  a  more  interesting  item  of  news  I  caught  a 
fine  convolvulus  hawk  moth  in  splendid  plumage  on 
Monday.  Clouded  yellow  butterfly,  and  the  Adonis 
holly,  and  chalk  hill  blue  butterflies  are  very  commoii 
here  this  year.  The  two  lighter  ^arietie3  of  the  clouded 
yellow  are  also  plentiful.  Any  of  your  readers  who  want 
a  good  series  of  Adonis  blues  should  visit  Eastbourne 
They  are  specially  thick  i"  an  old  chalk  pit  at  the  west  end 
of  the  parade,  close  to  All  Saints'  Convalescent  Home." 

Me.  Hutchison,  of  Ripley,  sends  the  following  cutting  : 
"  One  has  become  accn^tl  med  to  read  at  this  time  of  the 
year  of  the  nsnal  sea  serpent,  monster  gooseberry,  mush- 
room, &c.,_but  these  have  gained  an  unenviable  reputa- 
tion of  being  the  creatures  conjured  up  by  imaginative 
space  fillers.  Ripley,  however,  may  claim  during  the  past 
week  to  have  found  a  being  of  quite  as  extraordinary 
description  as  the  sea  serpent,  but  without  the  halo  of 
romance.  It  is  evidently  of  the  large  caterpillar  genus, 
but  in  pUoe  of  the  usual  furry  fxterior  it  has  scales  like  a 
snake  with  green  diagonal  stripes  across  each  scale  and 
pink  markings  on  its  back.  It  has  eighteen  legs  sia,ilar  to 
a  caterpillar,  but  possesses  a  horny  head  and  a  tail-like 
protuberance,  and  measured,  when  first  captured,  about 
6Jin.  in  length  and  IJin.  in  girth.  It  was  found  in  the 
garden  of  Mr.  Ottemell,  Argile-road,  Ripley,  and  has  siice 
been  examined  by  many  local  gardeners,  but; up  to  the 
present  no  one  seems  able  to  throw  any  light  on  its  name 
or  habits.  Probably  some  local  naturalist  may  be  able  to 
fathom  the  mystery,"  ' 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Association 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening,  Sept.  3.  at  8  30  sharp, 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maid-n-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
when  the  prizes  won  in  the  recent  Pulborough  competition, 
also  the  "  Emden "  and  "Elsmore"  cups  given  to 
successful  competitors. 

 >  *  »  »  <  

I  eecently  saw  Mr.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Station  Hotel, 
Hertford,  who  now  writes  :  "  I  am  pleased  to  see  by  the 
letter  in  your  last  issue  that  bream  hive  made  their 
appearance  in  the  Hertford  waters,  and  I  thiU  be  pleased 
to  offer  a  prize  of  63.  to  any  angler  who  takes  a  bream 
weighing  31b.  or  over  from  the  Hertford  waters,  the  fiah 
to  be  weighed  in  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Hertford 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  presented  to  the  society 
for  setting-up." 

This  is  from  "  Royde  "  :  "  Though  a  frequent  reader  of 
your  paper,  and  though  some  of  my  related  experiences  as 
a  fisherman  have  percolated  through,  and  in  a  different 
dressing  found  their  way  into  your  columns.    Still,  being 
like,  let  us  say,  the  majority  of  your  craft,  of  a  retiring 
disposition,  I  have  never  ventured  to  send  you  any  direct 
communications.     The    following,    however,   may  be 
intetesting;  at  any  rate,  it  is  unique  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned.    On  Tuesday  last  I  went  with  my  son  and  one 
of  his  friends  by  train  to  Culham,  walked  Clifton 
Hampden,  and  took  a  punt  from  the  bridge  and  went  up 
the  backwater  expecting  to  have  a  good  catch  of  fish,  but 
to  our  surprise  found  more  boys  than  fish  ;  there  was  an 
encampment  of  fifty  on  the  river  bank  near  the  weir,  it 
seems  that  they  have  been  coming  in  relays  of  fifty,  for  a 
fortnight  at  a  time  daring  the  summer.    All  praise  to  the 
people  who  take  them  there,  and  all  joy  and  health  to  the 
boys,  but  when  fifty  boys  are  sporting  about  there  ia  little 
chance  of  a  quiet  catch.   We  tried,  however,  and  that 
shows   willing.    Result :    one   perch   and   two  bleak 
and  a  musseL    It  is  the  mussel  I  want  to  tell  you 
about  because  it  was  caught  in  this  wise.    I  was  spinning: 
with  a  small  spoon,  hoping  to  catch  a  big  chub,  a  methoc 
I  have  found  successful  on  former  occasions.    I  threw  out 
the  spoon,  allowed  it  to  sink  somewhat,  and  then  drew  in 
and  felt  more  "drag"  on  the  line  than  that  usually 
caused  by  the  lead  and  the  spoon,  and  lo !  and  behold 
there  was  a  mussel,  which  I  naturally  assumed  was  foul 
hooked,  but  on  examination  I  found  the  two  hooks  on  the 
tail  of  the  soinning  spoon,  held  tight  between  the  bivalves, 
I  had  a  difficulty  in  removing  them.   Now,  sir,  I  should 
like  to  know  if  any  other  angler  has  ever  caught  a  fresh- 
water rnussel  with  a  spinning  spoon  ?     Shell  fish  can 
shift  their  location  somewhat ;  they  are  generally  supposed 
to  remain  quiescent  at  the  bottom,  they  shut  their  eyes  (?) 
and  open  their  months,  and  take  what  the  water  will 
bring  them,  but  for  a  lethargic  mussel  to  suddenly  pursue 
a  "spinning  spoon  and  firmly  seize  the  hooks  is  a  caprice 
new  in  my  experienoa. 

 >  »♦♦<  

The  following  is  culled  from  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette : 
If  you  toot  your  little  whistle 

And  then  lay  aside  your  horn, 
There  is  not  a  soul  will  ever  know 

That  such  a  man  was  born. 
The  man  who  owns  his  acres 

Is  the  man  who  ploughs  all  day, 
And  the  man  who  keeps  a-humping 

Is  the  man  who  makes  it  pay. 
The  man  who  advertises 

With  a  short  and  sudden  jerk 
Is  the  man  who  blames  the  printer 

Because  it  didn't  work. 
The  man  who  gets  the  business 

Uses  brainy  printers'  ink. 
Not  a  cutter  and  a  splutter, 

But  an  ad.  that  makes  you  think. 
And  who  plans  his  advertisements 

As  he  plans  his  well-bought  stock, 
Has  the  future  of  his  business 

Just  as  solid  as  a  rock. 


Gates  urged  that  it  was  an  error  of  judgment  on  the  part 
ot  the  defendant.  This  sale  of  beer  to  anglers  had  been  a 
general  practice  at  Pulborough  for  years.  He  expri-ssed 
regret,  and  gave  an  undertaking  that  it  should  not  occur 
again.— The  chairman  (Mr.  J.  H.  Johnstone,  M  P  )  said 
they  were  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  had  acted  in  pure 
ignorance,  and  he  would  only  be  fined  53.,  including  the 

COSttSa 


Mb.  Geoege  Vickees,  of  Angel-court,  172,  Strand, 
W.C.,  has  received  the  highest  award  at  the  Paris  Exhibi- 
tion for  hig  writing  inks,  marking  inks,  gums,  &c. 
 >♦»■«<  

Me.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdoef,  the  well  known  angler  and 
hbrarian  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  has  received  a  gold 
medal  for  "  excellence  in  binding."  I  guess  he  must  have 
gent  some  rare  copies  of  Walton  for  their  admiration  ! 


At  the  Petworth  Petty  Sessions  on  Aug  28,  William 
Frederick  Jennings,  proprietor  of  the  Swan  Hotel, 
Pulborough,  was  summoned  for  selling  intoxicating 
liquors  during  prohibited  h  .urs  on  Aug.  19  —Mr.  Howard 
Gates,  who  appeared  for  the  defence,  entered  a  plea  of 
guilty. — Police-sergeant  Pullen  said  about  eleven  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  Aug.  19,  he  saw  a  man  leave 
the  Swan  Hotel  with  a  stone  jar  of  ale,  and  it  was  not 
denied  that  he  had  been  served  there,  nor  was  it  disputed 
that  he  had  come  by  train.  He  was  one  of  a  party  of 
anglers,  and  was  going  to  take  it  with  him  on  the  river 
where  he  wai  fishirg.  Witness  said  he  should  report  the 
case,  as  he  did  not  think  it  was  allowed  for  travellers  to  be 
served  with  drink  for  cff-consumption. — By  Mr.  Gates  : 
The  Swan  Hotel  was  a  very  well-conducted  house. — 
Frederick  Perrotts  said  he  purchased  the  ale  in  question 
from  Mrs.  Jennings.  He  took  a  boat  on  the  river,  and  he 
and  a  friend  had  the  drink  batween  them.  He  had 
travelled  all  over  the  country  as  an  angler,  and  it  was  a 
general  practice  everywhere  to  be  served  as  he  had  been. 
He  had  been  to  the  Swan  Hotel  for  ten  years  past,— Mr, 


*  0^?°^?  notices  that  in  the  report  of  the  Gresham 
A.S.  for  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Cowley  and  Mr.  Buckingham  are 
away  in  Devonshire,  and  though  I  have  no  particulars  of 
their  fishing,  I  understand  a  friend  who  is  accompanying 
them  took  over  ninety-five  dozen  trout  in  three  weeks, 
besideg  thirty  peal,  largest  71b."  Caught  by  one  man ! 
Ihis  must  be  a  mistake,  I  think ;  if  not,  what  river  or 
riveisP  Perhaps  the  hard-worked  and  good-hearted 
secretary  will  tell  "  Trout,"  only  I  abould  like  to  know 
first. 

 >»»■»<  

Angling  visitors  to  Castleoonnell  will  hear  with  regret 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Michael  Tushey,  fisherman  on  Lord 
Massy  s  water  at  Hermitage,  Castleoonnell.  Mr.  Tushey 
was  an  angler  for  over  sixty  years,  and  had  fished  on 
almost  every  beat  in  the  locality.  He  was  a  keen  angler 
and  a  thorough  master  of  the  art.  His  fund  of  angling 
anecdotes  was  unlimited,  and  his  genial  countenance  as 
wreathed  in  gmilee,  he  recounted  some  specially  humorous 
story  connected  with  his  profession,  was  a  pleasure  to 
behold.  His  funeral  was  attended  by  a  large  assemblage 
of  the  residents  of  Castleoonnell,  amongst  those  present 
being  General  the  Hon.  Sir  David  Fraser,  8.  C.  Vansittart 
Esq.,  J  P..  Capt.  dec.  O'Grady,  J.P..'w.  G.  Gabbing 
Esq.,  J.P.,  &c.  ' 


Some  good  catches  of  roach  and  bream  are  reported 
from  Dobbs'  Weir,  Hoddesdon.  Visitors  will  find  Host 
Payne,  at  the  Fish  and  Eels,  always  ready  with  informa. 
tion  and  assistance. 


How's  this?  Mr.  O'Brien,  the  other  day,  wrote  to  a 
tnend :  Dear  Joe,— I  left  my  pocket  knife  at  your 
house  last  night.  If  you  come  across  it  will  you  please 
send  it  on,  and  oblige  yours  truly,  Mike.  P.S  —Never 
mind  about  sending  the  knife.   I've  found  it !  " 

 >♦»♦<  

One  of  my  boys  (years  ago)  broke  the  blade  of  his  knife 
He  took  It  to  have  a  new  blade  put  in.    But  the  boy 
thought  while  he  was  about  it  he  would  have  a  new  handle. 
He  got  it ;  and  could  scarcely  recognise  the  old  knife. 
)  »  I  «  ( 

My  brother  Greshamite  (Mr.  Geo.  Hoyle,  of  31,  Vincent- 
road.  West  Green,  London,  N.)  is  forming  a  party  for 
fishing  m  00.  Donegal.  He  knows  the  flies,  the  water, 
and  how  to  get  the  best  sport ;  and  I  can  safely  predict  a 
pleasant  time  for  those  who  join  him,  and  am  sorry  that 

Dra,g  cannot  accompany  him.  For  fu  rther  particulars 
see  advt. 


John  Keeling,  of  Birmingham,  reports  that  a  very 
nice  basket  of  roaoh  (I21b  )  was  caught  in  the  river  Anker 
by  Mr.  F.  Garrett;  all  within  a  few  ounces  of  lib.  each, 
but  not  one  reached  lib. ;  all  in  splendid  condition.  These 
were  taken  with  one  of  his  bilance-handle  roach  rods. 


Is  it  by  accident  or  design  that  ignorant  people  are 
always  so  sarcastic  towards  anglers  ?  Two  brothers  of  the 
rod,  trudging  along  a  country  road  in  search  of  a  certain 
recommended  water,  stopped  to  enquire  their  way  of  a 
youthful  yokel.  The  boy  looked  them  over,  scratched  his 
head,  and  said,  "  Well,  mister,  I  doan't  know,  and  I  can't 
tell  yer,']  and  then,  evidently  wishing  to  give  them  all  the 
information  he  could,  he  pointed  to  a  building  in  the 
distance,  and  added,  "  but  that  be  the  lunatic  asylum, 
anyhow!" 

I  MAY  say  here  that  in  conversation  recently  with  a 
Greshamite,  a  phenomenal  "  capture  "  of  chub,  grayling, 
and  trout    (about    601b.)  was    made    in   two  hours. 

Where?"  I  gasped.    "In  ;  but  it  was  private 

water,  and  the  owner  asked  me  to  net  them  out,  as  he  was 
about  to  build  on  the  land  now  occupied  by  water." 


Me.  E.  R.  Jeffery  rejointed  his  regiment  again  on 
Monday  last,  for  active  service.  His  elder  brother  ( 3.  A.) 
had  a  near  shave  while  scouting  at  Ingigane.  The  Boers 
first  sniped  him  and  another,  and  then  gave  chase.  The 
two  horses  refused  to  start,  so  his  comrade  was  captured, 
but  young  JtS.  dodged  both  Boers  and  bullets,  and  BO 
got  back  safe  to  camp. 

 >  ♦  <  <  < 

"  Come  out,  'tis  now  September."  I'm  coming  out  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  1,  and  I  hope  to  visit  the  same  spot  as  last 
week-end  (Barton  Mills,  Mildenhall),  where,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  wind,  I  might  have  taken  more  roach  and 
dace.    No  matter.    I  shall  take  my  gun  as  well  as  my  rod, 

and  well,  perhaps,  shoot  nothing.    I  went  all  over 

Lord  Mayor's  grounds  in  company  with  Capt.  Howlett, 
and  saw  mire  fish  in  his  private  water  than  any- 
where  else.  Mr.  Brown,  the  genial  secre  ary  of  the 
Mildenhall  section  of  the  Lark  A  8.,  poitted  out 
a  trout  at  the  back  of  Parker's  Flour  Mills  that 
would  require  a  tpscial  rig-out  to  capture.  I  told 
him  that  fish  "  was  mine  "  He  asked  me,  imploringly, 
not  to  bring  down  meat  hooks,  &o. ,  as  he  has  made  a  pet 
of  this  twelve-pounder^  and  feeds  it  regularly  every  day. 
I  think  I  must  have  it,  after  all.  I  had  a  row  and  a 
ride  and  a  walk  with  Mr.  Howes,  late  of  the  Bull  Hotel, 
and  I  will  tell  you  all  about  it— in  our  nest.  Draqhst. 


September  1,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


ISl 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Me.  E.  M.  Mayes  took  the  chair  at  last  Monday's 
meeting,  and  after  the  ordinary  business  had  been  disposed 
of  the  names  of  two  proposed  new  members  were  read 
out,  and  their  application  will  be  dealt  with  at  next  week's 
committee  meeting.    Interesting  angling  experiences  were 
given  by  the  following  gentlemen  :  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters 
had  taken  trout  from  the  Lambourne,  and  also  reported 
that  the  weeds  in  the  society's  portion  of  the  Kennet  had 
been  cut  and  the  swims  raked  out,  and  also  that  he  had 
Be«n  plenty  of  good  roach  there ;  Messrs.  Harden  and 
Bradford  also  had  trout  from  the  Lambourne  ;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  had  a  fair  take  of  roach  from  Uxbridge,  out  of 
which  he  brought  up  four  fish  weighing  41b. ;  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  in  two  days  at  Hungerford,  had  eight  brace  of 
trout.    The  chairman,  who  had  just  returned  from  the 
Annan,  had  had  from  three  to  six  and  a  half  brace  of 
herling  and  sea  trout  a  day.    He  related  how  Mr.  J.  E. 
Evans,  fishing  the  same  water  after  dark,  hooked  a  sea 
trout  which  must  have  been  immediately  seized  by  an 
otter,  leading  him  to  suppose  he  had  hooked  a  salmon,  as 
it  was  too  dark  to  see  what  he  had  on.    The  line  on  hie 
reel  was  soon  exhausted  and  broke,  and  he  was  left 
lamenting.    The  next  morning,  however,  when  they  were 
walking  up  the  river,  they  found  a  sea  trout  lying  on  th« 
hank  with  a  piece  bitten  out  of  the  shoulder,  and  upon 
examining  it,  found  that  the  whole  of  the  lost  line  was 
attached  to  it.  M.  G.  E.  db  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting,  held  at  the  Restaurant 
Prascati,  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  29,  at  8  p  m.,  Mr.  L. 
Ormiston  in  the  chair,  the  hon.  secretary  read  a  report 
from  the  society's  agent  at  Deal.  Mr.  Minchin  reported 
by  letter  having  fished  at  Bindown  on  Aug.  25,  with  two 
other  members,  but  did  badly  (best  fish,  a  pollack  of  about 
61b.,  and  a  gocd  many  bream  and  mackerel),  and  on 
Aug.  29,  fishing  at  Hannafore  marks,  tock  several  pollack, 
101b,,  81b.,  and  several  small  ones.  The  following 
experiences  were  then  given  by  members  :  Mr.  Edwards, 
fishing  at  Deal,  took  one  and  a  half  score  whiting  and  a 
few  dabs  ;  also  hooked,  but  lost,  a  ccd  of  quite  51b. ;  Mr. 
Graham,  at  Dover,  took  nothing  but  eels  (best  nearly 
31b.,  and  several  others  a  little  smaller),  and  mentioned 
that  he  had  heard  that  when  they  pumped  out  one  of  the 
oassions  at  the  new  harbour  works  at  Dover  186  pollack 
and  a  conger  of  181b.  were  found  inside.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  and  usual  toast  to  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Pattebson  (Hon.  Sec). 


LEEDS  AND  DISTRICT  AMALGAMATED 
SOCIETY  OF  ANGLERS. 
This  important  provincial  society  held  their  annual 
match  on  Saturday  last  at  Brigg,  on  the  River  Anoholme, 
and  over  500  anglers  from  Leeds  and  neighbourhood 
turned  up  at  the  rendezvous  and  faced  the  unfavourable 
weather,  which  was,  of  course,  against  heavy  bugs  being 
made.  Every  credit  is  due  to  the  president,  Mr.  P.  M. 
Slater,  Mr.  J.  Piokersgill  (secretary),  aid  the  hard  work- 
ing committee,  for  the  capital  arrangements  made  in 
connection  with  the  match.  As  anticipated,  Jhe  takes 
during  the  five  hours  allowed  for  angling  were  very  small. 
The  following  are  the  principal  prize-winners,  viz.  :  Ist, 
T.  Sheaid,  Lord  Riglan,  21b.  3oz. ;  2nd,  R.  Hobson, 
Castleford,  N  E.,  21b.  loz. ;  3rd,  J.  Biokerdjke.  Station 
Inn,  Kirkstall,  lib.  12|oz.  ;  4th,  J.  Tottey,  Rock  Bramley, 
lib.  llioz. ;  5th,  T.  Brown,  Fountain  Head,  lib.  lOJoz  ; 
6th,  W.  Christian,  Diamond  Jubilee,  lib.  lojoz. ;  7th,  G. 
Hiles,  Bnrley  Vale,  lib  9Joz.;  8th,  P.  Thompson,  N. 
Leeds,  lib.  SJoz. ;  9th,  G.  Blackburn,  Fountain  Head, 
lib.  8Joz. ;  lOth,  A.  Coley,  Fountain  Head,  lib.  8oz. ; 
nth.  T.  Parker.  HopeweU,  lib.  7ioz.;  12ch,  J.  Stead, 
West  End,  lib.  Sjoz  ;  13th,  W.  Harrison,  North  Tavern, 
lib.  4az.;  14th,  A.  Cooper,  North  Leeds,  lib  3oz. ;  15th, 
H.  Gates,  Holbeck,  lib.  3oz. ;  16th,  A.  Kirk,  North 
Tavern,  lib.  2Joz. ;  17th,  J.  Armitage,  Star  of  Kirkstall. 
lib.  IJoz.;  18th,  W.Walker,  M.N.C.,  lib.  IJoz. ;  19th, 
G.  Whit  worth,  Lord  Nelson,  lib.  0|oz. ;  20tb,  W.  G. 
Boyeton,  Leeds,  lib.  Ofoz. ;  2l8t,  F.  Bradley,  Bramley 
lib.  OJoz. ;  22nd,  L.  Dalton,  Robin  Hood,  lib. ;  23rd,  J. 
Day,  Armley  and  Wortley,  lib. 

The"Witham  Trophy"  was  secured  by  the  Kirkstall 
Station  Inn  Angling  Club.  There  were  109  prizes 
awaided,  which  space  prevents  from  enumerating.  Four 
gold  medals  were  also  given  to  the  successful  team.  Six 
gold  medals  for  runners-uo. 

The  "  Slater-Foxcroft  "  Silver  Challenge  Cup.— This 
cup  is  presented  to  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Slater  (President)  and 
Mr.  T.  Foxcroft  (vice-president)  in  commemoration  of 
their  year  of  ofiioe— 1900. 

The  prizes  were  distributed  at  headquarters.  White  Swan 
Hotel,  Call-lane,  on  Friday,  Aug.  31. 

orthern  Anglers'  Depot,  John  E.  Miller. 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


future  movements,  he  would  caution  them  to  be  very  wary, 
particularly  of  a  tribe  who,  the  better  to  deceive  them,' 
bad  adopted  hia  name  ae  their  motto.  Roach,  beware  of 
Hawkes;  Perch,  beware  of  James;  Dace,  look  out  for 
Crystall ;  Jack,  take  care  of  Matthews,  he's  dangerous ; 
Chub,  the  General  has  bis  eye  cn  you ;  and  even  you,  blue- 
eyed  little  tinker,  for  they  say  even  you  have  been 
oiptured  by  Belliston.  All  fish  beware  of  Molsher,  Eade, 
Redman,  or  Dawson  ;  in  fact,  there's  not  one  in  the  army 
but  what  is  dangerous  to  ns  all.  Think  not  yon  cm 
deceive  one;  they  are  all,  what  they  are  proud  to  call 
themselves,  good  and  true  Anglers. 

With  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  the  meeting 
then  quietly  dispersed. 

By  the  Secretary  of  the 

•  Silver  Trout  Angling  Cluu. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Some  very  interesting  accounts  of  recent  fishing  outings 
were  given  by  the  members  present  at  last  Tuesday  even- 
ing's meeting,  when  Mr.  8.  J.  Chasteney  occupied  the 
chair.    The  fishing  for  flatfish  at  Leigh  begins  to  look 
promising,  takes  of  three  dozen  being  announced.  When 
a  suitable  tide  is  chosen,  good  sport  should  be  had  from 
now  to  the  end  of  autumn.    Mr.  Beamont  had  three  dozen 
good  flatfish  and  eels;  and  Mr.  Gilbert,  twenty-seven 
ditto.    Both  these  gentlemen  found  the  fish  would  only 
take  lugworms,  and  only  having  a  small  supply  of  this  bait 
prevented  their  taking  a  much  larger  number  of  fish.  Mr. 
Birch  has  also  had  some  good  dabs  from  Leigh.  As 
regards  Chesham,  Mr.  G.  H.  Ohlson  had  a  nice  trout  of 
O'er  Is'b. ;  Mr.  Tayler,  several  smaller  fish,  returned; 
and  both  Mr.  Connellan  and  Mr.  Prior  missed  taking  good 
trout  there.    It  may  be  interesting  to  hear  that  the 
fijhing  in  Normandy  is  fairly  good  and  inexpensive. 
Xhere   is   free   fishing   in   the   Seine,   and   a  boat, 
ground-bait,   and    hook-bait    may   be    had    for  the 
equivalent    of    28.    per    day.      Mr.    Tayler's  son 
visited  this  district  on  a  holiday  tour  lately,  and  met  with 
good  sport  amongst  the  roach  and  perch.    Mr.  Fosbrooke 
A         ^°^l^y        roach,  bream,  &c.,  from  the  Mole, 
and  Mr.  Cowley  ako  reported  taking  a  number  of  trout 
when  in  Devonshire  ;  Mr.  Buckingham,  also  in  Devonshire 
tor  a  fortnight,  captured  twenty  dozen  trout  during  that 
time,  the  fish,  however,  ran  small,  as  is  usually  the  case ; 
*       'r?"*^  ^'''"8  ^  Sood  fish.    Mr.  Allen  had  a  few  hours 
on  the  Medway,  and  took  some  perch  and  eels.    Mr.  P.  A 
Gray,  ^hing  the  Lea,  took  thirty  to  forty  roach,  two 
targest  fish  weighing  lib.  3Joz.,  and  lib.  2§oz.  respectively. 
Mr.  8.  J, Chasteney,  fishing  in  Suffolk  waters,  taking  roach 
and  one  trout ;  also  a  fortnight  on  the  Arran,  when  he 
took  brown  trout,  herling,  &c.    He  was  unfortunate  in 
tavmg  very  unsettled  weather,  and  though  there  was  rain 
every  day  it  made  no  effect  on  the  river,  so  sport  was  very 
poor.   Regarding  the  late  Dr.  Brunton's  case  of  trout 
presented  to  the  society,  I  was  made  to  aay  sea  trout  in 
^t  week  s  report ;  the  word  Lea  (river  Lea)  should  have 
been  printed.    The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee 
wUl  be  held  on  Tuesday  next  p.t  7  p.m.    WUl  members  of 
same  kindly  note  ?  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed 
a  very  pleasant  evening.  Hon.  Sec. 


TWO  FINE  KINGFISH  CAPTURED. 

w'''\^lt*^r  ^^^^  Fisher  landed  among  her  catch  at 
aorth  Shields,  on  Monday,  two  fine  specimens  of  the  king- 
bah,  each  weighing  4at.  They  were  of  beautifully  blended 
colours,  scarlet  being  predominant.  Mr.  James  Reed,  fish 
salesman,  bought  them  both,  paying  £1  6s.  for  each.  One 
He  dispatched  to  Liverpool,  and  the  other  he  retained  for 
exhibition  in  his  own  shop. 


School  B09KS,  Dictionabibs,  <fcc.,  ineluding  Mr.  Jackson  s 
i^S-^S  ^'Py  Books,  in  EngUsh  and  other  Languages, 

published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Du«. 
Stan  B  House,  Fstter-lane,  London.    Can  ba  had  on  appUcatiaa 


SIX  FEET  UNDER  WATER. 
An  Imaoinary  Meeting  of  the  Little  Fishes, 
Held  at  Hampton,  June  1st,  1866. 
The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  fresh  water  fish  took  place 
in  the  renowned  Mousley  Waterfall,  on  June  the  let,  to 
consider  their  prospects  during  the  forthcoming  invasion 
of  the  London  Anglers.  After  the  usual  friendly  con- 
gratulations, it  was  unanimously  proposed  that  Mr.  Trout 
take  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman  in  opening  the  business  of  the  season, 
said  he  was  happy  to  see  so  many  old  familiar  faces 
amongst  them,  at  the  same  time  deeply  regretting  the  loss 
of  two  old  especial  West  Drayton  Friends,  belonging  to 
the_  Roach  Family,  who  he  was  sorry  to  say  had  taken 
their  respective  Hook.  But  on  the  whole  he  was  happy 
to  £ay  that  in  consequence  of  the  dryness  of  the  last 
season,  many  had  been  spared  that  might  not  otherwise 
have  been  present. 

Mr.  Roach  (of  Wraysbury)  said.  Brother  Trout  and 
Little  Fishes,  it  is  with  sincere  regret  I  have  to  announce 
some  very  sad  losses  in  our  family  at  Wraysbury,  we  have 
through  a  man  named  Tater  and  his  Otter,  been  invaded 
by  many  dangerous  enemies  to  our  tribe  in  particular,  but 
thanks  to  Mr.  Chub  and  the  Weeds  we  have  wrenched 
many  of  his  deadly  instruments  from  his  grasp,  and  many 
a  line  and  countless  hooks  lie  buried  under  the  bank  in  our 
Trophy  Hall  at  Wraysbury.  Generally  he  has  tried  to 
entice  us  with  a  nice  compound  of  Bran,  Bread,  and 
Potatoes,  which  the  Murderous  wretches  call  "  Pudding." 
It's  nice  it's  true,  but  fatal,  fellow  fishes;  beware  of 
Pudding,  and  if  you  see  a  tempting  worm  floating  over  it, 
shun  it. 

Mr.  Roach  (of  Windsor)  said  after  the  very  able  speech 
of  his  couein,  he  could  only  add  that  a  large  number  of  the 
juvenile  Roach  had  lost  the  number  of  their  mess  and  gone 
to  pot  or  frying  pan  he  didn't  know  which,  but  having  had 
a  very  narrow  escape  from  a  gentleman  whose  name  is 
very  popular,  yet  rather  unknown,  as  he  had  been  told 
that  it  was  marked  all  over  the  walls,  Who's  Griffiths,  he 
for  one  knew  who  Griffiths  was,  and  should  take  care  to  keep 
a  respectful  distance  when  he  saw  his  shadow  on  the  water. 

Mr.  Perch  (of  Hampton)  had  to  deplore  the  loss  of  a 
numerous  host  of  young  relations  as  well  as  a  very  old 
friend  who  was  not  quite  wide  awake  enough,  for  Mr. 
James  played  Blind  Hookey  with  him  and  he  lost.  His 
family  was  happily  going  on  very  satisfactorily. 

"Mr.  Dace"  complained  bitterly  of  great  damage 
amongst  his  tribe,  especially  to  some  old  and  respectable 
members  from  Hertford,  who  became  "  Crystallised  "  and 
are  now  in  Crystall's  Case. 

Mr.  Chub  (who  was  in  deep  mourning)  said  he  had  to 
communicate  the  painful  intelligence  that  two  «f  his  very 
dear  friends  at  Brentford  were  suddenly  taken  by  the 
General,  who  regularly  swindled  them  with  a  piece  of 
Cheese  Paste. — (Sensation  amongst  the  company.) 

Mr.  Bream  (who  was  also  in  mourning)  said  he  fully 
sympathiied  with  friend  Chub,  for  the  Company  would 
with  regret  learn  that  the  enemy  had  already  penetrated 
to  Sunbury,  where  one  of  his  trusty  old  friends  was  taken 
a  short  time  ago.  Intelligence  from  Pulborongh  reports 
that  Who's  Griffiths  had  even  reached  that  secluded  spot. 

After  many  able  speeches  from  several  influential 
bodies,  the  Chairman  said  that  it  was  with  the  most  sincere 
commiseration  he  heard  the  mournful  news  of  the  havoc 
committed  in  the  various  families.   With  regard  to  their 


ilofcs  from  lf)e  Wovl^. 

The  Scotch  salmon  netting  season  closed  on  Saturday, 
and  by  6  p.m.  all  the  leaders  ought  to  have  been  lifUd,  but 
a  local  storm  on  the  oast  coast  prevented  the  men  getting 
out  until  it  was  too  late.  As  a  consequence  there  was  an 
extra  supply  of  salmon  on  the  slabs  on  Monday  morning. 

In  the  face  of  Sheriff  Brown's  decision  it  remains  to  be 
seen  what  action  the  Abenlaen  Fishery  Board  are  to  take 
with  regard  to  these  belated  fish.  Sheriff  Brown  laid  it 
down  in  the  Buchanness  (Stephens)  case,  tried  two  years 
ago,  that  lessees  were  bound  to  prepare  for  eventualities, 
and  that  to  avoid  breaking  the  law  it  was  safer  to  lift  the 
leaders  twenty-four  hours  before  the  legal  close  time  than 
to  run  any  risk  in  not  being  able  to  get  at  them  when  the 
close  time  set  it,  and  that  all  fish,  dead  or  alive,  taken 
from  the  net  after  the  close  set  in  were  illegally  captured. 

A  fine  head  of  salmon  has  been  running  since  Saturday 
last,  and  several  shoals  have  been  seen  taking  into  the  Dee. 
The  Don  is  already  well  stocked,  and  anglers  have  been 
fairly  successful  with  fish  up  to  lOlb.  all  the  way  up  to 
Inverurie.    Changed  days  for  the  Don. 

The  netting  season  on  the  North  and  South  Bsks 
(Forfar)  and  the  Argyllshire  streams  closes  to-day, 
Sept.  1 ;  the  Ytban  district,  Solway,  and  Ayrshire 
streams,  as  well  as  the  Island  districts,  close  on  Sept.  10, 
and  the  Tweed  system  closes  down  on  Sept.  15. 

All  over  the  results  have  been  the  same — a  poor  season, 
a  little  better  than  the  record  failure  of  last  year,  but  still 
twenty-five  per  cent,  behind  the  normal  average.  This 
from  the  Forth,  Tay,  Dee,  and  Don,  Deveron,  and  Ness 
districts.  The  same  lament  all  round  as  to  the  scarcity  of 
fish.   

The  Duke  of  York  goes,  they  say,  from  Speyside  to 
Dunrobin  Castle  as  the  guest  of  the  Duke  ^nd  Duchess  of 
Sutherland  for  a  few  weeks.  He  has  had  the  run  of  the 
Castle  Grant  Moors  in  addition  to  those  of  Tulchan  Lodge, 
but  the  salmon  fishings  are  not  ripe  up  there  yet. 

TheC  rown  Prince  of  Siam  is  enjoying  some  fine  sport 
on  the  Deveron  near  Duff  House  Water,  where  he  is  stay- 
ing with  his  brother  in  Inverichnie  House,  where  there  is 
a  fine  stretch  of  salmon  grilse  and  sea  trout  water  at 
their  disposal,  and  they  are  on  it  every  day  now. 

When  at  Newburgh  three  years  ago  the  Prince  had  a 
great  desire  to  kiU  a  salmon,  but  as  it  was  then  the  month 
of  July  the  hopes  of  gratifying  such  a  desire  were  small, 
and  so  it  proved  in  the  end.  Now,  however,  he  has  landed 
on  the  right  spot,  and  it  will  be  hard  lines  indeed  if  he 
does  not  grass  a  good  few  20-pounders  before  the  end  of 
the  season.   

The  Duchess  of  Sutherland  has  been  cruising  and  fishing 
along  the  west  and  north  coasts  during  the  pist  month. 
Her  Grace  has  had  some  splendid  baskets  of  sea  trout  at 
the  various  places  at  which  they  have  stopped,  August 
being  about  the  best  season  on  the  north  and  west  coasts. 

There  is  a  proposal  afloat  among  the  lower  proprietors 
on  the  Dee  to  have  the  pools  netted  during  the  close 
season  for  pike.  Some  waters,  such  as  the  Blairs,  hold 
more  pike  than  salmon,  and  one  lessee  lately  took  the 
water  purely  for  the  grand  pike  sport  it  afforded.  It  is  a 
common  thing  to  stone  them  before  beginning  to  fish  for 
them. 

Anglers  who  know  their  way  about  are  preparing  to 
spend  as  much  of  the  last  month  of  the  present  season  as 
they  can  spare  on  such  sea  trout  streams  as  the  Ythan, 
Ugie,  or  Findhorn.  The  fish  are  already  on  the  run,  and 
all  through  September  the  pools  will  be  augmented  with 
fresh  arrivals  with  every  tide.  In  such  a  season  as  this 
the  October  sport  is  simply  grand. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Hull,  has  re-taken  the  Glentana  shootings 
and  fishings  from  Mr.  Coates,  of  Paisley,  and  last  week 
put  in  an  appearance  for  the  first  time.  He  is  now  among 
the  grouse.   

Miss  Violet  Cecil,  granddaughter  of  the  late  Sir  Wm, 
Brooks,  of  Glentana,  is  engaged  to  Lieut.  W.  T.  St.  John 
Harvey,  of  the  Black  Watch.  She  is  a  beautiful  girl,  an 
heiress,  coming  under  her  grandfather's  will  for  some 
.£200,000,  and  aa  good  a  lady  caster  as  ever  handled  a 
salmon  rod. 

"The  bursting  of  the  artificial  pond  at  Forres  in  the 
pohcies  of  Sanqtihar  House  on  Wednesday  evening  created 
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the  utmost  oonsternation  and  alarm  for  the  time  being 
The  lake  waa  recently  constructed  by  Mr.  Edward, 
covered  five  acres,  and  was  intended  for  boating  and 
fishing.  The  pond  was  only  filled  the  other  week,  and 
with  the  excess  of  waters  teeming  into  it  the  retaining 
wall  failed  to  hold. 


each,  the  best — a  splendid  specimen — weighing  lib.  3oz. 
A  few  rods  have  also  done  well  among  tench.  On  the 
Welland,  many  subscribers  have  wielded  the  trolling  rod 
with  much  sncoeas.  The  piking  season,  however,  does  not 
commence  on  the  Forty-foot  until  to-day  (Saturday). 


This  is  the  second  artificial  lake  which  haa  recently 
given  way  after  the  same  manner.  It  will  really  be 
necessary  to  put  such  creations  under  close  Government 
inspection.  Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Motes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Aug.  23,  for 
the  purpose  of  advancing  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
forthcoming  annual  contest.   A  report  was  given  in  by 
Messrs.  Coles,  White,  Dance,  and  Foster,  of  their  visit 
to  Abingdon,  and  the  arrangements  made  by  Messrs 
Morland,  the  brewers,  for  the  providing  of  the  liquid  and 
sohd  refreshments.   The  large  marquee  will  this  year  be 
placed  close  to  the  bridge.    Arrangements  for  the  draw 
wiU  be  made  here,  together  with  the  weighing-in  of  the 
fish.    The  secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  2000 
railway  tickets,  and  that  the  fare  for  the  double  journey 
would  be  43.  3d.    Three  special  trains  will  leave  Hockley 
at  4.50,  5.15,  and  5.35  a.m.;  Snow-hill  at  5.0,  5.25,  and 
5.45  a.m. ;  and  Bordesley  at  5.10,  5.35,  and  5  55  a.m.  The 
last  train  will  arrive  at  Abingdon  at  8  35  a.m.    The  con- 
test will  commence  as  early  as  possible,  and  will  be  fished 
under  the  Thames  scale  of  measurement.    The  return 
trains  will  leave   Abingdon   at   7.0,  7.10,  and  7.20 
p.m.   The  Eailway  Hotel,  close  to  railway  station,  will  be 
the  committee's  headquarters.   The  £70  given  for  prizes 
will  be  made  into  sixty  prizes ;  the  first  prize  wUl  be  £8  • 
second  prize.  £6 ;  third  prize,  £4,  and  so  on  down  the 
hat,  with  no  prize  of  a  less  value  than  lOa.    The  entrance 
fee  will  be  as  usual,  6d.    Contest  and  railway  tickets  are 
now  on  sale  at  the  clubs  and  leading  tackle  shops.  No 
contest  tickets  wUl  be  sold  after  Friday,  Sept.  7  next,  and 
all  tickets  retained  after  this  date  will  be  considered  as 
sold,  and  charged  for.   Railway  tickets  may  be  obtained 
on  the  morning  of  the  contest  from  the  members  of  the 
committee  at  the  various  railway  stations.     A  large 
number  of  anglers  -went  to  Pershore  on  Aug.  26  to  fish 
annual  contests.   A  special  train  was  run  by  the 
Midland  Company  and  one  by  the  Great  Western  Com- 
pany, both  of  which  were  well  patronised.    So  large  was 
the  number  of  anglers  that  the  All  Saints'  Club  were 
unable  to  fish  their  contest.    Several  small  clubs  managed 
to  bring  off  their  contests,  but  the  Saints,  with  their 
150  members,  were  unable  to  find  room  for  half  the 
number  to  fish.     The  Small  Heath  Club  waa  more 
fortunate,  for  they  managed  to  find  room  for  their 
seventy-five    members.     The   contest   was    of  three 
hours  duration,  and  was  fished  under  the  association  rules 
Nearly  all  the  members  weighed-in  fish.    The  six  first 
prize-winnera  are  in  the  order  named  :  C.  Smith  A  Wil- 
hama,  F.  Winapur,  E.  Cooper,  W.  Monk,  and  W.  ToUey 
The  prizes,  which  are  of  a  valuable  and  useful  nature,  will 
be  distributed  on  Monday  evening  next ;  the  first  prize- 
winner a  weight  waa  31b.  lljoz.   The  Spring  Hill  Society 
fished  their  annual  contest  in  the  Severn  at  Kemsey  on 
Aug.  ^26.    Seventy.five  members  competed  in  a  three 
hours  contest  under  the  association  rules ;  the  three  first 
pnze-winnera  are  in  the  order  named  :  T.  Kingham  T 
Trapp  J  Jennings.   This  society  have  a  splendid  clock! 
which  takes  the  place  of  a  chaUenge  cup.   The  clock  has 
to  be  won  twice  in  succession,  or  three  times  in  all.  Mr 
Jimgham  was  first  last  year,  and  having  won  again  this 
year,  the  clock  becomes  his  absolute  property.  Inde- 
pendent of  this  prize,  the  club  have  some  £20  worth 
ot   other  prizes  to  distribute.    The  river   Avon  has 
during  the  past  week  been  fished  by  a  large  number 
ot   anglers,  who,   one    and   all,  speak    very  highly 
ot  the  sport  they  have  had  with  the  bream,  roach, 
and  chub.   Some  very  heavy  catches  have  been  had  at 
fetrattord,  and  down  the  river  to  Tewkesbury.   Some  very 
heavy  catches  of  bream  have  been  had  at  Fladbury  with 
the  new  stewed  wheat.    The  Severn  has  not  been  so  well 
patronised  as  the  Avon,  but  still  sport  on  the  whole  has 
been  very  fair.    Some  very  good  dace  and  roach  have  been 
taken  above  Arley,  with  the  gentle  for  bait.    The  canals 
near  to  Birmingham  have  also  been  well  patronised,  and  I 
have  heard  of  some  very  good  roach  being  taken  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Preston  Baggot.    Some  good  catches 
nave  also  been  had  from  Brearley,  Wooton,  and  up  the 
Stratford  canal  to  Stratford-on-Avon. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Some  hundreds  of  anglers  have  again  been  in  the  Fen 
JJistrict  this  week,  and  the  banks  of  the  principal  streams 
have  presented  quite  an  animated  spectacle.  Some  of  the 
takes  have  been  unusuaUy  large.  The  waters  could  not  be 
m  better  condition,  excepting,  perhaps,  that  one  or  two 
draans  are  stiU  affected  by  the  weeds.  Bream  are  not 
quite  so  active  as  they  were  ten  days  ago,  yet  some  good 
bags  wjntinue  to  be  made.  On  the  lengths  of  the  Witham 
extending  from  Kirkstead  to  Boston  there  has  been  no 
dithculty  in  getting  some  weighty  fish— two  or  three  having 
torned  the  scale  at  51b.  apiece.  The  Cowbridge  and  Hob- 
nole  drains  are,  just  now,  fishing  remarkably  weU,  and  on 
^''^./ormer  several  club  matches  have  recently  been 
aecided.  Koach  are  affording  magnificent  sport.  Anglers 
who  have  operated  with  creed  wheat  and  maggot  baits 
have  gone  home  with  heavy  panniers.  Some  of  the  red 
ana  have  also  been  of  rare  size.  T  wo  Forty-foot  fishermen 
recently  caught  forty-eight  fish  averaging  just  over  Jib. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  not  been  all  that  could  be  desired  for 
successful  angling  operations  during  the  past  week,  for 
high  winds  and  occasional  showers  caused  it  to  be  at  times 
anything  but  a  pleasurable  occupation.    Nevertheless,  our 
local  anglers  have  been  out  in  considerable  force,  and 
various  waters  visited,  and  in  some  cases  some  first-class 
sport  experienced  ;  and  those  anglers  who  visited  the  lower 
waters  of  the  river  Derwent  at  Wressle  and  Menthorpe 
Ferry  were  rewarded  with  some  grand  roach  and  bream, 
some  of   the  latter  turning  the  scale  at  31b.  each, 
and   on   Sent.  2   the    Clarence  Angling  Association 
will  fish  their  fourth  match  of  the  season  at  Wressle. 
The    river  Hull  is  in   fair  good  trim  for  all-round 
anghng,  and  some  very  good  catches  of  roach  and 
other  fish  have  been  made  both  above  and  below  the  locks, 
whilst  in  the  lower  waters  at  Grovehill,  Wawne,  and 
Dunswell,  roach  are  taking  paste  off  the  bottom  freely. 
The  Osborne  Angling  Society  fished  a  match  at  Brigham, 
but  owing  to  the  unpropitions  state  of  the  weather  very 
little  sport  was  anticipated.    The  first  three  prize  winners 
were  Messrs.  H.  Bulliment,  J.  Hatfield,  and  J.  Haysam  ; 
and  on  Saturday  last  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society, 
of  Driffield,  fished  a  match  on  the  Driffield  canal  near  to 
Frodingham  Bridge,  but  heavy  showers  of  rain  greatly 
interfered  with  the  comfort  of  the  competitors,  and  at 
the  weigh-in  Mr.  Fred  Waites  was  declared  the  first  prize 
winner,  with  21b.  2Joz. ;  Mr.  T.  Waites  coming  in  second, 
with  lib.  12oz.    A  few  good  trout  have  been  taken  in 
various  parts  of  the  river,  and  one  caught  with  live  bait  on 
Thursday  near   to  Wawne   Ferry  was    estimated  to 
weigh  about  41b.    Odd  good  bream  and  chub  have 
also  been  met  with.    The  North  Myton  Association 
fished   a   match    on    the    river    above  Emmotland, 
but  fared  very  little   better   than   the   other  clubs, 
the  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Mark  Darby,  with 
21b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Fred  Phillipson  being  adjudged  second, 
with  the  same  weight  (viz.,  21b.  2oz.) ;  and  the  third  being 
taken  by  Mr.  Thos.  Jevons,  with  lib.  13oz.    Several  good 
catches  of   roach   and   bream   continue  to  be  made 
on  the  river  Ancholme.    On  Aug.  23  the  Universal 
Angling   Association   fished   a   match   in   the  Brigg 
district,  and  participated  in  some  fairly  good  sport 
Mr.  Prank  Carle  securing  the  first  prize  with  61b.  llf  oz. : 
Mr.  E.  H.  Barlow,  second,  with  61b.  4|oz. ;  but  there 
was  a  certain  falling  off  between  these  and  the  next  two, 
for  Messrs.  H.  Rawson  and  W.  Crossland  had  only 
21b.  14Joz.  and  21b.  12oz.  respectively  for  third  and  fourth. 
Several  matches  have  also  been  fished  on  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  with  very  fair  results.     The  Globe 
Angling  Society  fished  a  match  at   Broomfleet,  and 
secured  some  very  nice  fish,  Mr.  R.  Spink  weighing-in 
71b.  6oz.  for  first  prize,  which  included  a  good  bream  of 
31b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Hunter  being  second  with  61b.  2ioz. ; 
and  Mr.  T.  Bardsley,  third,  "with  31b.  15oz.    The  river 
Ludd  is  also  yielding  good  sport  to  our  match  fishera,  for 
at  the  Hull  Roach  Club's  competition  Mr.  Frank  Carle 
was  first  with  81b.  lOioz.,  the  others  all  having  very  good 
takes  of  fiah. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  St.  Helens  Anglers,  last  week-end,  completed 
their  summer  peregrinations  at  Windermere  with  a  contest 
for  six  good  prizes.    Sport  was  not  first  class,  but  they 
managed  to  award  the  prizea  for  moderate  weights  to 
Messrs.  S.  Kay.  111b.  IS^oz. ;  H.  M.  Greer  and  W.  E 
Seddon,  tied ;  J.  E.  W.  Chatterton,  Bate,  and  Houlton. 
A  good  report  is  to  hand  from  Warrington,  a  town  just  at 
present  very  busy  in  angling  matters.    A  gold  medal  has 
been  given  for  competition  amongst  the  prize-winners  in 
the  recent  Association  contests  ;  this  itemJwiU  be  decided 
on  Sept.  23,  and  only  standard  sized  fish  to  be  weighed-in. 
The  annual  contest  of  the  Victoria  Angling  Society  took 
place  at  Tattenhall  last  Saturday  in  the  Shropshire  Qnion 
Canal.   The  first  six  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  W 
Bolton,  B.  GUbert,  S.  Thomas,  W.  Bate,  J.  Atherton. 
and  N.  Cook.    The  Gladstone  Arms]  Angling  Society  held 
a  contest  in  the  Weaver  last  week-end,  twenty-one  com- 
peting  ;  total  catch,  81b.  8ioz.   The  following  took  the  firat 
SIX  prizes  :  Messrs.  W.  BirchaU,  J.  Haslam,  T.  Edwards, 
C.  Haslam,  G.  Birohall,   and  T.  Dobson.    For  the 
eighth  annual  Bridge  water  challenge  shield  competition, 
which  takes  place  at  Worsley,  a  good  entry  has  been 
obtained,  and  given  fine  weather  the  event  will  be  a 
success.    The  referee.  Councillor  Levi  Booth,  Wigan,  on 
the  27th  was  sworn  in  as  a  J.P.  for  Wigan,  and  took  his 
place  on  the  bench  forthwith.    He  deserves  the  honour, 
and  may  he  live  long  to  enjoy  the  distinction  of  adminis- 
tering law  and  justice.    Mr.  John  Brown,  Famworth, 
reports  the  capture  of  a  fine  perch,  upwards  of  lib.,  from 
the  canal  at  Boothstown.   Mr.  W.  Goodwin,  Pendleton 
reports  a,  roach  of  the  same  weight  from  the  Moss  Reach 
length  of  the  same  canal.    The  most  remarkable  fish  from 
this  water  was  taken  at  Pomona  last  week-end,  and 
however   it   managed    to    exist    at    that   place  will 
be   an    eye-opener   to   many.     It   speaks   well  for 
the     cessation    of    pollution    from    certain  causes. 
Rumour  is  busy  with  the  fact  that  a  charge  is  now  made 
for  fishing  in  the  canal  at  Llanymynech,  and  our  men  will 
do  well  in  ascertaining  if  this  is  so  before  attempting  to 
fish.    Our  Liverpool  friends  are  vei7  busy  ;  almost  every 
club  in  that  city  is  either  fishing  a  match  or  just  about  to 
do.    The  Bootle,  Nelaou,  Cyprus,  Centrals,  Edgehill,  and 
other  societies  are  to  the  front  in  this  line.    Our  rivera  are 
reported  much  improved  by  recent  raina ;  the  Ribble  is 
spoken  of  as  a  good  fly  water.    The  Wyre  contains  a  large 
number  of  migratory  trout,  and  some  good  baskets  are 
noted.    The  Lune  haa  been  at  summer  level,  but  recent 


flooda  have  scoured  it  thorougMy.    In  the  neta  a  sabnon 
Wlb.,  has  been  taken,  and  in  the  Hindburn  trout  are 
giving  good  sport,  and  several  good  basketa  are  in  evidence 
tl!^^^/  are  already  moving,  and  several  have  been  taken  • 
the  Red  Tag  has  accounted  for  these  and  many  trout.  ' 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

ii,'*-T??T  ''^'^  ''^^  °°  ^"K-  27,  with  the  title  of 

the  Higher  Openshaw  Angling  Society.  The  headquarters 
are  to  be  in  Abbey  Hey-lane.  Another  comparatively  new 
venture  is  the  Duchy  Angling  Society,  Pendleton.  The 
farst  executive  consists  of  :  President,  Mr.  F.  Smith  •  vice 
president,  Mr.  R.  McEwan;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Valentine  • 
secretary  Mr  F.  Beilby ;  committee,  Messrs.  E.  Goodwin' 
Harris,  Matthews,  and  Sykes.    They  have  shown  pluck 
by  entering  the  shield  competition  to-day.  For  the  second 
annual   ohampionehip   competition,   promoted   by  the 
C.l^.A.A.,  and  which  takes  place  next  Saturday,  complete 
instructions  have  been  issued.    Strines  is  the  venue  and 
there  will  be  sections  at  that  place  and  Marple.  Com- 
petitors will  be  notified  by  post  where  to  meet  Special 
tram  arrangements  have  been  made,  and  the  value  of  the 
prizes  IS  £16  10s.  and  three  medals.  Mr.  Driver  asks  secre 
teries   to   send  in  their  entries  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  draw  takea  place  on  Sept.  6  at  headqnartera,  and  the 
prizes  wUl  be  given  to  the  winners  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
match.    The  Hulme  Ellesmere  Angling  Society  have 
arranged  for  their  second  match  to  be  fished  at  Waverton 
on  Sept.  2.    The  George  Angling  Society  will  fish  their 
next  match  in  the  canal  at  Northwich  on  Sept  9  The 
Mobs  Side  Socials  have  now  concluded  their  championship 
competition,  which  extends  over  nine  different  dates  and 
the  result  will  meet  with  general  satisfaction.    Mr  A 
Hutchinson  secures  the  championship  and  gold  medal  with 
olb.  5oz.     Other  winners  are:  Messrs.  J.  Youne  F 
Garner,  E_^  Hibbert,  G.  Linklater,  J.  Hammond,  w' 
Arnold,  F.  Stanton,  W.  Taylor,  J.  Rathbone,  sen.,  and  j" 
Reay.     Fifty    caught  fish,  and  on  the  whole  sport 
was  good,  but  the  fish  small.     The  prizes  will  be 
presented   at   headquarters  on  Sept.  10,  a  ceremony 
which  always  creates   a   lot    of  local  interest  On 
Aug.  26  the  Bank  of  England  A.S.  paid  a  visit  to 
Althorpe  and  fished  their  annual  match.    All  members 
took  hsh,  and  the  prizes  were  awarded  to  Messrs  W 
Houltrani,  S.  Swain,  F.  Starkie,  J.  H.  Chadwick,  w" 
Amley,  J.  Livingstone,  J.  Hartley,  J.  Lee,  and  J.  s' 
Swann.    The  Stag  A.S.  fished  their  second  contest  at 
High    Lane    on  Aug.  26,    nineteen    membars  taking 
part,  but  only  securing  indifferent  sport,  only  nine  prizes 
out  ot  thirteen  being  awarded,  the  first  six  aoine  to  G 
^"f^'^^o'/-  Tliornton,  J.  Allott,  W.  Holden,  W.  Howard! 
and  G.  Shaw.    The  Salford  Friendly  Anglers  fished  thei^ 
annual  match  at  Poynton  last  Saturday,  forty  members 
taking  part  in  the  contest  for  twelve  prizes.    The  weather 
was  not  favourable,  but  aU  the  prizes  were  awarded  the 
^^^}l°^X,^oiBg  to  Messrs.  R.  Driver,  P.  Wroe,  W.  Gibson, 
and  F.  Clarke.    This  club  is  without  doubt  the  oldest  in 
Manchester. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  on  the  Yare  has  fallen  off  very  much  during  the 
last  few  days,  but  on  the  Bure  it  has  still  remained  fairly 
good.  On  this  river  roach  and  bream  are  feeding  fairly 
and  some  average  baskets  of  these  fish  have  been  obtained 
by  various  anglers.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  salt 
tides  we  have  had  lately  have  had  something  to  do  with 
the  lack  of  sport  on  the  Yare,  and  that  when  the  river  haa 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  these  sport  will  be  good 
again,  at  all  events  for  roach.  The  following  is  the  most 
noteworthy  catch  of  the  week:  In  one  day's  fishing 
Messrs  J.  McDermott  and  W.  S.  Amor,  of  London,  and 
Mr.  Flatten,  of  Horning,  took  eighty-six  fish  weighing 
9ot.  41b.  on  private  water  near  Horning.  The  fish  were  all 
bream,  and  nearly  all  were  caught  between  4  a.m.  and 
11  a.m.  The  largest  fish  was  caught  by  Mr.  McDermott 
and  weighed  41b.  The  Bure  is  in  fair  condition,  but  the 
Yare  is  not  so  good,  as  just  stated.  With  fine  weather  all 
the  waters  of  the  county  will  be  in  order  in  a  very  few 
days. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  was  of  a  more 
settled  character,  and  the  Trent  waa  rapidly  running  into 
condition  for  barbel  fishing.    But,  unfortunately,  worma 
were  extremely  scarce,  the  scarcity  being  due  to  the  cold 
nights  prevailing.    For  barbelling  the  waters  of  the  river 
cannot  possibly  be  too  low  or  too  clear.    At  Cavendish 
Bridge  and  Shardlow  (proceeding  upwards)  members  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society  have,  for  the  most  part 
made  splendid  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  with 
stewed  wheat,  gentles,  and  wasp  grub.    Chub  and  roach 
have  fallen  to  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm  at  King's  Mills 
near  the  weirs,  and  dace  up  to  lOoz.  each  have  been  creeled 
by  punt  occupants  in  the  streams  opposite  Sneinton 
meadows.    On  Wednesday  (Monday  and  Tuesday  were 
unfishable  days  owing  to  a  gale)  some  fine  roach  and  chub 
were  brought  in  from  Clifton  and  Wilford,  and , the 
Col  wick  Rectory  stretch  yielded  well  to  the  "  logger- 
heads," wasp  grub   being   the   lure   employed.  On 
Saturday   the    prosperous    Beeston    Society   was  to 
have  engaged  in  a  friendly  contest  at  Cavendish  Bridge, 
but   drenching   rains    descended    and   necessitated  a 
postponement.   At  Trent  Lock  members  of  the  Notta 
Anglers'  Protection  Association  tried  conclusions,  in  spite 
of  the  wet.    Thirty-three  took  part,  and  after  a  vigorous 
set-to,  lasting  a  couple  of  hours,  it  waa  found  that  the 
winner  of  the  previous  tournament,  ilr.  Geo.  Lomas  (my 
novice),  waa  again  aucoesaful.    H«  killed  31b.  Ooz.  4  shots 
of  roach,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  S.  Shaw  (president  of 
the  association),  with  21b.  7{oz.  4  shots;  Mr.  E  Batch- 
ford,    lib.    lO^oz.    8   shots;    Mr.  T.  WooUey,  jun., 
lib.  SJcz.  2  shots;  and  Mr.  H.  Daykin,  lib.  3|oz.  I  shots. 
The  outing  was  thoroughly  enjoyed,  in  spite  of  the 
weather,  and  the  fish  weighed-in  ran  above  the  average. 
As  soon  as  lobworms  become  plentiful  barbel  fishing  is 
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certain  to  command  considerable  attention,  and  the 
present  month  (September)  it  considered  the  best  of  the 
whole  season. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
After  the  great  rush  to  favourite  waters,  mentioned  last 
week,  there  has  been  an  easing  off,  and  angling  has 
not  been  so  busily  pursued.  Those  who  have  found  it 
convenient  to  get  off  have  been  well  rewarded,  the  sport 
having  been  very  good.  The  Trent  is  in  capital  condition, 
and  has  provided  excellent  sport  among  roach,  bream, 
barbel,  and  chub.  That  popular  water  known  as  Mount 
Pleasant  Drain  is  again  doing  very  well,  in  fact  there  has 
been  some  excellent  fishing  in  all  the  Lincolnshire  waters, 
the  Witham  in  particular  accounting  for  some  very  good 
fish.  There  have  been  several  matches  fished,  and  in  one 
case  there  was  considerable  speculation,  what  is  known  as 
"  the  old  firm  "  laying  odds  of  from  33  to  1  to  100  to  1 
against  individual  chances.  In  this  match,  which  was 
fished  at  Brigg,  the  top  weight  was  21b.  9|oz.,  this  gaining 
a  silver  medal  and  £i  5s.,  whilst  the  lowest  citch  taking 
a  prize  was  7Joa.  Trout  fishing  contiuues  but  moderate, 
and  only  really  good  rods  have  had  anything  like  returns 
for  their  labours. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  heavy  storms  which  prevailed  last  week  brought  a 
considerable  flush  of  discoloured  water  down  the  Severn, 
and  quite  spoiled  the  excellent  sport  that  coarse  fish 
anglers  were,  up  to  then,  enjoying.  At  Shrewsbury  the 
river  still  contains  the  peat-stained  contribution  of  the 
Vyrnwy,  and  few  anglers  have  thought  it  worth  while  to 
be  out  under  these  generally  admittedly  adverse  conditions. 
Taking  advantage  of  the  flush,  Mr.  Bucknill,  of  Shrews- 
bury, by  perseveringly  spinning  over  the  railway  bridge 
ford,  secured,  at  the  end  of  the  past  week,  three  trout  of 
about  lib.  each — a  creditable  performance.  It  is,  unfor- 
tunately, an  undoubted  fact  that  what  few  trout  are  in  the 
river  do  not  rise  freely,  far  more  being  caught  by  spinniog 
than  by  any  other  method  of  angling.  They  will  often 
take  a  wet  March  Brown  or  Ked  Spinner  at  the  opening  of 
the  season,  but  will  rarely  rise  during  the  summer.  Mr. 
Willis  Bund,  in  his  book  on  fishery  management,  inclines 
to  the  opinion  that  artificial  drainage  and  modern  methods 
of  agriculture  have  tended  to  destroy  the  surface  food  of 
fishes,  and  that  they  do  not  now  rise  so  freely  as  they 
used  to  do,  having  all  developed  cannibalistic  propensities. 
A  few  rainbow  trout  were  at  one  time  turned  into  the 
Severn  near  Shrewsbury,  but  little  or  nothiag  appears  to 
have  been  heard  of  them.  It  would  seem  likely,  however, 
that  the  Severn  is  a  suitable  river  in  which  to  introduce 
this  species.  A  number  of  rainbow  trout  placed  in  a 
private  pool  near  Church  Stretton  have  thriven  well,  and 
afford  good  sport  to  the  lessees  of  the  fishing.  The  water 
referred  to  has  a  small  stream  running  through  it,  and 
overhanging  trees  and  surrounding  vegetation  afford  a 
good  food  supply.  There  are  many  small  streams  in 
Shropshire  at  present  almost  denuded  of  trout,  which 
would  undoubtedly  repay  their  owners  the  necessary  out- 
lay involved  in  restocking,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
some  of  these  neglected  waters  are  not  taken  in 
hand  and  made  to  yield  sport.  Pool  fishing  just  now 
is  a  successful  pastime.  Very  soon,  however,  some 
of  the  larger  sheets  of  water  will  be  unfishable 
owing  to  that  curious  natural  phenomenon  known  as 
"  breaking,"  during  which  period  the  fish  are  sick  and  off 
feeding.  As  explained  in  recent  articles  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  the  ''  breaking "  is  due  to  the  rising  from  the 
bottom  of  a  minute  low  form  of  vegetable  life  called  algas, 
which  is  suspensory  in  and  also  covers  the  surface  of  the 
water.  Some  sport  is  to  be  had  among  the  perch  and 
small  jack  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  particularly  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ufiington  ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  no  actual  right  of  angling  from  the  towing-path 
is  vested  in  the  public.  A  small  charge  is  being  made  by 
the  Canal  Company  in  other  places,  and  possibly  tickets 
might  be  obtained  at  nominal  cost  for  this  neighbourhood. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  stormy  most  of  the  week, 
with  a  high  wind  blowing,  which  interfered  very  much 
with  the  sport  and  comfort  of  the  angler.  The  heavy 
rains  have  increased  the  volume  of  water  in  our  rivers,  but 
did  not  affect  its  colour.  A  great  number  of  rods  have 
been  out,  but  until  Tuesday  little  was  done  with  the 
fly,  and  the  chief  sport  had  was  among  the  roach  and 
bream,  bottom  fishing  with  paste  or  stewed  wheat.  A 
good  number  of  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  Severn 
above  the  average  size,  and  bream  have  gone  well  in  the 
Avon,  and  a  lot  of  large  fish  have  been  landed,  one  between 
61b.  and  71b.  being  taken  during  a  fishing  competition  at 
Evesham  on  Monday,  and  I  heard  of  one  91b.  being  taken 
in  the  same  neighbourhood  by  Mr.  G.  Knight ;  and  Mr. 
H.  Wheatley  and  Mr.  Hill  had  a  good  mixed  basket  of 
roach  and  bream  weighing  26Ib.  Anglers  fond  of  perch 
fishing  should  visit  Evesham,  for  the  Avon  between  Offen- 
ham  Boat  and  Pladbnry  is  full  of  perch,  and  sport  is  certain. 
In  certain  parts  of  the  Teme  sport  among  the  dace  and 
chub  has  been  good  with  the  maggot,  and  a  few  brace  of 
trout  and  grayling,  and  some  good  baskets  of  both  trout 
and  grayling,  have  been  caught  in  private  water,  but  they 
have  not  been  feeding  freely.  The  Worcester  United 
Working  Men's  Club  had  a  competition  at  Twyning  Fleet 
in  the  Avon  on  Aug.  26.  About  forty  competed.  The 
water  was  rough,  and  sport  by  no  means  brisk.  Mr.  H. 
Knight  was  first  with  lib.  15oz. ;  J.  Monkland,  second  ;  B. 
Tyler,  third;  R.  Thompson,  fourth;  B.  Hill,  fifth;  F. 
Lane,  sixth  ;  T.  Paine,  seventh.  It  was  a  three  hours' 
pegged-down  competition  ;  nothing  under  3oz.  weighed. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Several  local  clubs  have  lately  been  busy  on  the  waters. 
The  Clifton  A.A.  went  to  Linton  for  their  third  match  of 
the  season,  when  twenty-two  members  were  present.  Only 
those  who  fished  in  the  deeper  water  did  weU,  managing 


to  maintain  a  steady  catch  throughout  the  day.  Sixteen 
of  the  competitors  took  prizes,  Mr.  Jas.  Wood  leading  with 
a  catch  which  weighed  71b.  15oz. ;  Mr.  Fred.  Wood  being 
second,  51b.  5Joz. ;  and  Mr.  Jas.  Eeed,  third,  41b.  15oz. ; 
Mr.  John  Law,  who  was  tenth  in  order,  his  weight  of  fish 
being  lib.  8oz.,  was  awarded  a  special  prize  for  the 
heaviest  fish,  an  eel  of  ISoz.  Upwards  of  501b  of  fish  were 
secured  in  the  match.  The  Old  Bbor  A  S.  fished  their 
second  match  of  the  season  at  New  Monkton,  by  per- 
mission of  Mr.  G.  Crawhall.  There  was  keen  competition, 
and  the  conditions  for  fishing  being  favourable,  there  were 
good  takes.  Mr.  Harnett  was  first  with  51b.  loz  ,  and  also 
took  the  premier  prize  for  the  aggregate  at  the  season's 
matches.  Mr.  Walton  was  second,  31b.  loz. ;  and  Mr. 
J.  R.  Broadley,  third,  21b.  lljoz.  The  members  of  the 
Wool  Pack  A.A.  drove  to  Blvington,  where  the  favourite 
tidal  water  was  lent  by  Mr.  Alden.  The  Derwent  was  in 
swift  motion,  and  also  in  bad  colour.  Things,  hoivever, 
did  not  go  amiss,  seeing  that  all,  with  one  exception, 
caught  fish.  The  winners  included,  first,  Mr.  J.  Steel ; 
second,  Mr.  S.  Dent,  who  had  the  special  for  the  largest 
roach  ;  third,  Mr.  R.  Johnson;  fourth,  H.  Bollton  ;  fifth, 
G.  Thompson,  and  special  for  flounder  ;  special  for  eel,  A. 
Copley.  The  Golden  Ball  A.A.  visited  West  Cottingwith 
to  fish  their  first  match  this  season.  By  permission  of  Mr. 
J.  J.  Dunnington- Jefferson  the  rod  men  had  the  privilege 
of  using  Thicket  Priory  Park.  The  water  was  in  splendid 
condition,  but  was  running  a  little  too  fast.  The  winners 
included  T.  Walton,  first,  31b.  ISJoz. ;  second,  W.  Spink, 
31b.  7oz. ;  third,  J.  Wilson,  21b.  15oz. ;  special  for  largest 
fish,  J.  H.  Cooper,  fourth,  with  21b  5Joz. ;  for  smallest 
fish,  J.  Huntley  ;  six  heaviest  fish,  J.  H.  Cooper.  The 
Harrogate  Conservative  Association  have  had  their  annual 
match  at  Boroughbridge  by  permission  of  Mr.  A.  S 
Lawson,  of  Aldborough  Manor.  The  first  prize,  a  silver 
cup,  was  won  for  the  second  time  by  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  of 
Leeds,  with  21b.  5oz.  The  visitors'  prizes  were  taken  by 
Mr.  J.  Calvert,  Mr.  D.  Firth,  Harrogate,  and  Mr.  T. 
Golding,  Southport.  Ovsr  500  anglers  travelled  from 
Leeds  on  Saturday  for  Brigg,  Lincolnshire,  where  the 
annual  match  of  the  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Anglers  was  fished  in  the  river  Ancholme.  After 
five  hours'  fishing  awards  were  allotted  to  twenty-three 
anglers,  first  in  order  being  Mr.  T.  Sheard,  Lord  Raglan, 
with  2lb.  3oz.  The  Whitham  trophy  was  won  by  the 
KirkstaU  Station  Inn  Angling  Club.  The  Tadoaster 
A.A.  had  good  sport  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual  match 
at  Tadcaster.  The  water  was  in  splendid  condition.  Out 
of  forty-two  competitors  thirty-eight  caught  fish,  Mr. 
Fred  Johnson  being  first  with  31b.  3Joz. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  owr  Correspondents.] 


MESSRS.  ALLCOCK  AT  THE  PARIS 
EXHIBITION. 

Dear  Sie, — We  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  notice 
which  you  have  kindly  given  us  in  your  valuable  paper 
dated  Aug.  25,  namely:  "Messrs.  S.  Alloock  and  Co., 
of  Redditch,  have  been  awarded  the  '  Grand  Prix '  for 
reels.'  Why  reels  ?  The  award  was  given  for  rods,  lines, 
reels,  floats,  hooks,  fishing  tackle,  &o.,  and  was  the  highest 
offered  at  the  exhibition.  The  value  of  it  is  greatly  increased 
by  the  fact  that  we  are  in  competition  with  all  the  largest 
fishing  tackle  houses  in  the  world,  and  therefore  it  is 
certainly  worthy  of  notice. — Thanking  you  in  anticipation, 
we  are,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully,  S.  Allcock  and  Co. 

[We  regret  the  accidental  omission  of  the  words  rods, 
lines,  floats,  and  fishing  tackle  generally,  and  congratulate 
Messrs.  Allcock  on  obtaining  the  Grand  Prix. — Ed.] 


WIRE  LINES. 

Sir, — As  the  originator  of  wire  for  running  lines,  I 
trust  you  will  permit  me  to  make  a  few  remarks.  I  have 
for  many  years  past  experimented  with  various  forms  of 
apparatus  having  for  its  object  to  enable  anglers  to  fish 
with  comfort  in  the  strong  tides  which  surround  our 
coasts.  The  hand-linesmen  cannot  use  fine  lines,  how- 
ever strong,  as  heavy  fish  would  cause  the  line  to  inflict 
nasty  cuts.  Finer  lines  can  be  used  with  rods  and  reels, 
but  every  angler  who  essays  to  fish  in  deep  water  where 
the  current  runs  strong,  such  as  those  near  headlands  or 
estuaries  of  rivers,  finds  it  impracticable  to  fish  during  the 
tide's  greatest  speed.  As  a  consequence,  he  adds  lead 
to  lead  in  order  to  enable  him  to  keep  the  bottom ;  this 
necessitates  thicker  lines.  The  rod  has  also  to  be  strength- 
ened until  its  elasticity  has  nearly  disappeared.  The 
elasticity  of  a  rod,  as  every  angler  knows,  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  when  playing  a  fish.  These  difficulties  are 
entirely  overcome  by  the  use  of  fine  wire  lines.  Naturally  a 
single  wire  offers  the  least  resistance  to  the  water,  but 
experience  is  required ,  otherwise  kinks  may  occur.  Messrs. 
Ormiston's  braided  wire  lines  overcome  this  difficulty,  and 
enable  us  to  fish  long  after  those  using  flax  or  hemp  lines 
have  had  to  cease  fishing.  Mr.  Bates,  B.S.A.S.,  having 
suggested  German  silver  instead  of  phosphor  bronze,  it 
has  been  found  to  be  a  great  improvement. 

The  rods  for  wire  lines  should  all  be  provided  with  the 
pulley  blocks,  similar  to  those  I  introduced  some  years 
ago ;  the  top  pulley  should  ba  about  the  size  of  a  shilling 
if  a  single  wire  is  used,  a  little  less  will  do  for  the  German 
silver  lines.  Your  correspondent,  Mr.  R.  Dunn,  last  week 
brought  forward  a  good  deal  of  theory  to  prove  thut 
Messrs.  Carter's  opinions  were  wrong,  that  impractic- 
able large  pulley  rings  and  reels  were  necessary.  Mr. 
Dunn,  has,  however,  very  much  overrated  the  difficulty 
caused  by  the  compression  of  the  inner  and  the  extension 
of  the  outer  wires  of  the  line,  as  he  will  find  if  he  tries  the 


tackle  generally  used  by  the  members  of  the  B.S.A  S. 
The  length  and  proportion  of  their  rods,  the  size  of  its 
pulley  blocks,  the  strength,  thickness,  and  number  of 
strands  in  the  line,  have  all  been  arrived  at  through  the 
united^  experiences  of  its  members.  It  is,  therefore,  quite 
futile  in  the  face  of  acoomplished  facts  and  the  every-day 
experience  of  anglers,  to  adduce  theory  to  prove  that  their 
tackle  is  unsuitable. — Yours  truly,      A.  W.  Parker. 


THE  "GRANT"  VIBRA.TION  ROD. 

Messrs.  Chas.  Playfair  and  Co.  beg  respectfully  to  state 
that  they,  having  acquired  from  Mr.  Alex.  Grant,  of 
Inverness,  the  patent  rights  and  sole  power  to  produce  the 
above  famous  rod,  are  now  in  a  position  to  supply  anglers. 

"  In  connection  with  above  I  beg  to  inform  anglers  and 
the  public  generally  that  I  have  disposed  of  my  patent 
rights  and  method  of  manufacture  of  my  Vibration  Rod  to 
Messrs.  Chas.  Playfair  and  Co.,  of  Aberdeen,  who  can 
now  supply  rods  exactly  as  hitherto  made  by  me.  Any 
orders  for  these  rods  sent  to  me  after  this  date  will  be 
forwarded  to  them.  "  (Signed)   Alex.  Grant. 

"  Inverness,  Sept.  1,  1900." 

Prices  on  application  to  C.  Playfair  and  Co.,  Union 
Bridge,  Aberdeen,  N.B.   

STEEL-CENTRE  RODS  AND  THUNDERSTORMS. 

Sir, — Referring  to  the  leading  article  ia  Fishing  Gazette 
of  25th  inst.,  I  agree  with  Mr.  B.  M.  Tod,  that  to  fish 
with  a  steel-centred  rod  during  thunderstorms  is  unwise ; 
but  for  reasons  explained  by  me  in  previous  issue  of  your 
Gazette,  I  consider  a  steel-centre  rod  a  positive  proteoti  m 
from  lightning  when  the  spike  of  the  rod  is  planted  in  the 
ground,  and  in  such  case  the  nearer  the  angler  stands  to 
his  rod  the  safer  he  shnuld  be  from  danger.  The  scientific 
solutions  which  Mr.  Tod  invites  of  his  experiences  should 
prove  most  interesting  and  instructive  reading. 

Case  2,  which  Mr.  Tod  mentions,  may  perhaps  be 
accounted  for  as  follows : 

Wind  strong  enough  to  "bend  trees  to  the  blast" 
might  have  caused  a  thick  dust  cloud  between  Mr.  Tod 
and  the  tree  struck  by  lightning,  the  flash  and  sudden 
combustion  of  the  tree,  viewed  through  both  curtain  of 
falling  rain  and  dust-storm,  would  appear  red,  as  the  sun 
often  does  when  setting  behind  vapour,  fog,  and  dust. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  Valentine  Corrie 

Chilland,  Winchester,  Hants. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  PISH  AT  RICKMANSWORTH. 

Dear  Sir, — Upon  my  visit  to  the  above  on  Thursday 
last,  with  expectation  of  fair  sport,  to  my  surprise 
hundreds  of  roach  and  other  fish  were  found  destroyed  by 
some  chemical  which  had  found  its  way  into  the 
canal.  In  the  space  of  200yds.  I  counted  nine  jack, 
besides  the  above-mentioned.  You  will  poesibly  form 
some  idea  how  I  enjoyed  myself,  having  to  contend  with 
masses  of  weeds  and  rain,  and  the  above-mentioned,  and 
wa  ssorry  I  had  ventured  so  far  from  home. — Yours,  &c., 

W.  Howell 
(See.  Acton  Piscatorials). 


A  FORTNIGHT  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir, — Having  just  returned  from  the  picturesque  little 
village  of  Castleconnell  (within  easy  distance  of  Limerick 
and  Killaloe,  Lough  Derg,  &o.),  I  shall  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate with  any  gentleman  wishing  to  spend  a  holiday 
in  this  lovely  part  of  Ireland,  where  he  may  obtain  plenty 
of  good  fishing,  boating,  driving,  &c. — Yours  truly, 

Ddlkeith-road,  Ilford,  Essex.  Alf. 

SOME  SEA.  FISHING  NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  Quill  Gnat's"  letter  in  F.  G. 
of  Aug.  25,  no  trawler  can  net  within  three  miles 
(geographical  miles)  of  the  shore  anywhere  round  England, 
save  where  the  local  sea  fishery  .board  have  made  a  bye-law 
permitting  such  trawling.  Ramsgate  will  be  in  the  South- 
Eastem  Sea  Fishery  District.  "Quill  Gnat"  can  get  a 
copy  of  the  bye-laws  and  exemptions  in  force  in  that 
district  from  the  secretary  for  that  board ;  or  he  can  get  a 
copy  of  the  Fisherman's  Almanack,  published  by  P.  Ohlsen, 
Grimsby,  price  Is.  It  contains  the  bye-laws  in  force  in 
every  district  round  England  and  Wales  and  Ireland  ;  also 
restrictions  as  to  sizes  of  sea  fish  in  Denmark,  Germany, 
Holland,  Belgium,  and  France,  all  signatories  to  the 
North-Sea  Fishery  Convention. — Yours,  &c  ,  J.  W.  W. 


AN  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney,  in  his  reply  to  my 
letter,  has  vouchsafed  no  word  of  explanation  or  apology 
for  the  several  misrepresentations  on  which  his  sarcasms 
at  my  expense  were  based.  His  last  letter  is  a  disingenuous 
composition.  In  defence  of  his  dubious  "  critical  methods  " 
he  can  find  nothing  better  to  say  than  a  claim  that  he  is 
in  the  habit  of  calling  a  spade  a  spade.  Rather,  sir,  is  he 
wont  to  call  it  by  any  other  name,  and  to  preserve  a 
discreet  silence  when  his  little  slips  are  pointed  out. 
It  may  be  that  he  fears  a  frank  acknowledgment  of 
error  might  lower  his  dignity.  On  the  contrary,  it  would 
have  proved  him  an  honourable  disputant. 

Mr.  Gedney  still  mistakes  sarcasm  and  insinuation  for 
argument.  With  ironical  euphemisms  about  "  imagina- 
tion "  and  "  mythical  pike,"  he  practically  accuses  me  of 
deliberate  deception.  I  will  pass  over  the  cheap  sneers 
about  "paid  contributor"  and  the  like,  and  wonder  at 
his  simple  assertion  that  it  is  not  safe  to  take  too  seriously 
men  of  my  "craft" — which,  by  the  way,  happens  to  be 
that  of  a  Civil  Servant.  This  is  poor  argument.  But  |t 
is  as  unpleasant  to  have  to  write  in  this  strain  as  it  is 
pleasant  to  take  part  in  honest  discussion ;  so  I  wip,  with 
your  permission,  sir,  once  again  cross  swords  vrith  Mr. 
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Gedney  aa  a  fellow  angler  who.  after  all,  haa  the  same 
ultimate  object  aa  myself — the  enlightenment  of  strangers 
ai  to  oar  West  of  Ireland  fiaheriea. 

I  am_  ba,ppy  that  my  critic  (finding  hia  former  con- 
demnation of  me  too  sweeping)  ia  now  largely  in  agreement 
with  me  as  to  the  merits  of  the  west  aa  a  whole.  I  am  at 
a  lose  to  know  why  he  should  have  been  so  severe  on  me 
for  recommending  a  tour  for  the  greater  part  of  which  he 
can  speak  with  such  high  praise.  In  hia  first  letter  he  put 
on  me  a  aerioua  responsibility  for  sketching  a  tour  which 
' '  will  assuredly  prove  very  costly  and  yield  very  little 
aport."  Yet  he  now  affirms  his  recent  holiday  to  have 
been  the  very  best  for  sport  he  ever  had.  It  would  have 
been  more  generous  to  have  taken  this  tone  at  first. 
•  His  splendid  experience  of  thirty  salmon  in  three  days, 
besides  some  very  good  baskets  of  trout  and  some  excellent 
pike  (which,  though  the  wording  is  not  very  clear,  he  also 
implies  to  have  been  enjoyed  in  the  Weat),  will  surely  send 
men  westward  in  emulation,  especially  as  in  other  letters 
over  his  signature  he  apeaka  enthusiasticiUy  about  the 
cheapness  of  many  of  these  angling  stations. 

From  his  own  pen,  then,  comes  self-contradiction  and  a 
refutation  of  his  own  charge  that  my  "vapoury" 
article  ia  a  delusion  and  a  anare. 

My  critic  ia  still  in  disagreement  with  me  as  to  three  of 
my  suggested  stopping-places.  I  am  still  in  disagree- 
ment with  him. 

On  the  queation  of  coat  we  remain  totally  at  variance. 
I  was  glad  to  see  some  of  hia  figures ;  they  help  to  prove 
the  justice  of  my  recommendationa. 

Mr.  Gedney  boldly  aaserts  that  no  one  could  follow  my 
suggested  tour  for  a  month's  fiahing  for  leaa  than  £60  or 
£70 !  This  bombshell  thus  wildly  flung  at  my  head 
proves  to  be  no  more  than  a  ridiculous  air  balloon  which  I 
will  prick  with  the  points  of  Mr.  Gedney's  own  letter. 
For,  taking  his  own  figures  in  every  case  specified,  and 
using  the  same  liberal  standard  in  every  other  case,  one 
cannot  in  any  way  bring  the  account  of  expenses  for  a 
month's  fishing  to  a  larger  aum  than  £45. 

I  enclose  a  schedule  noting  Mr.  Gedney's  figures 
carefully,  which  shows  the  wildnesa  of  his  "  £60  or  £70." 
Allowing  to  the  full  for  extravagant  over  payments  and 
monstrous  "extras,"  such  an  estimate  as  hia  ia  palpably 
absurd.  Before  I  wrote  the  paper,  "  An  Angling  Tour  in 
Ireland,"  I  calculated  out  the  probable  coat  to  be 
£35,  doing  things  comfortably,  and  allowing  six  or  seven 
pounds  for  "  extras  "  after  all  expenaes  are  paid.  A  keen 
sportsman,  willing  to  "  rough  it,"  could  do  the  trip  for 
£30.  The  length  of  this  letter  prevents  my  inserting  every 
item  here,  but  I  beg  to  encloae  for  your  aatisfaction,  sir, 
my  estimate,  drawn  out  in  detail,  and  confidently  leave  the 
matter  to  your  jadgment. 

It  ia  easy,^  however,  to  see  the  cause  of  Mr.  Gedney's 
exaggerated  ideas.  At  Mullingar  he  ia  willing  to  pay  no 
leaa  than  £1  la.  a  week  for  "  boatman'a  lunch  and 
whisky  "  alone  !  I  alao  note  that  he  fishes  seven  days  a 
week,  which  he  ia  perfectly  right  in  doing  if  he  wishes ; 
but,  aa  many  anglers  only  fish  six  days,  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
include  the  seventh  day's  expenaea  in  a  computation  of 
minimum  expenses.  His  "  bare  charges  "  are  exaggerated. 

At  Leenane  he  tells  us  that  he  employe  not  only  two 
boatmen,  but  a  gillie  as  well  every  day.  So  many  men  in 
a  boat  must  be  a  nuisance.  Hia  handsome  estimate  of 
£1  17_8.  6d.  per  diem  includea  43.  every  day  for  ferry. 
Now  if  yon  happen  to  be  fishing  aouth  of  the  Killaries, 
there  ia  no  payment  for  ferry  to  Bundurragha.  He  pays 
7a.  6d.  every  day  for  fishing  charges,  but  the  angling  in 
Glencullin  costs  only  5a.,  and  in  Lough-na-Fooey  and 
Lough-na-Corrigeen,the  Mounterown  river,  and  numerous 
other  Wdtera,_  is  free.  Further,  he  pays  lOs.  a  day  for  a 
oar,  _  which  wUl  only  be  needed  to  reach  certain  waters. 
Again,  he  overpays  his  boatmen,  employs  two  where  I  use 
one,  and,  in  addition,  pays  for  that  daily  giUie.  Add  to 
all  this  that  strange  little  la.  a  day  for  "  tips,"  thrown  in 
aa  a  tnake-weight,  and  you  have  Mr.  Gedney's  £l  17s.  6d. 
per  diem  angling  expenaes.  He  pays  about  a  sovereign  too 
much  every  day.  I  can  easUy  understand  that  he  runa  up 
a  large  fishing  bill. 

The  _  cost  of  a  day  in  the  Ballynahinch  Fishery  is, 
a«oording  to  this  gentleman,  £3.  Now,  a  daily  salmon 
ticket  is  153.  (with  a  redaction  for  weekly  tickets,  &c.), 
hotel  expenses,  say,  10s.,  boatman,  Ss ,  which  aum 
deducted  from  £3  leaves  just  £1  12s.  a  day  for  "  tipa," 
extras,  and  car  hire,  in  a  fishery  where  the  neceaaary  car 
hire  is  often  nil,  and  never  higher  than  lOa.,  according  to 
the  water  fished. 

Mr.  Gedney  enquirea  where  are  the  many  waters  of  thia 
lovely  region  ? — a  strange  question  from  a  man  who  haa 
recently  been  there.  They  are  in  that  part  of  Oonnemara 
called  lar  Connaught,  under  the  shadow  of  the  Twelve 
Bens.  _  The  fishery  comprises  some  eighty  or  ninety  loughs, 
including  those  half-dozen  fine  pieces  of  water  which 
are  rightly  famoua.  I  refer  Mr.  Gedney  to  the  map.  The 
numerous  smaller  loughs  are  full  of  small  brown  trout, 
which  Mr.  Gedney  affects  to  despise.  Yet  on  fine  tackle 
it  is  very  pretty  sport  to  fill  one's  basket  with  these  plucky 
little  highlanders.  The  brown  trout  fishing  here,  as  in 
nearly  every  case  in  the  West,  is  free. 

Mr.  Gedney  is  presumably  not  a  "  sportsman  of  small 
weans."  He  is,  I  can  well  believe,  fleeced  all  round,  and 
wheedled  by  the  soft  tongues  of  Patsey  and  Mickey.  It 
is  men  of  his  type  who  are  doing  their  best  to  spoil  the 
market  by  habitual  overpayment  and  extravagance.  Let 
him  not  think  that  his  prodigality  ia  a  meaaure  of  the 
cost  of  a  tour  in  the  West.  Let  him  reconsider  the  matter 
lest  he  dissuade  men  unfairly  from  visiting  ua,  and  so 
prove  himaelf  a  friend  neither  to  the  Saxon  angler  nor  to 
the  hoapitable  people  of  the  West. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  let  me  onca  again  heartily  recommend 
our  English  fellow  anglers  to  make  trial  of  the  fiaheriea  of 
Mayo  and  Gal  way.  They  will  find  themselves  in  the  moat 
beautiful  country  in  all  the  three  kingdoms,  and  among  a 
race  of  generous,  genial,  and  kindly  aportamen,  will 


assuredly   enjoy    some    "  decent    fishing  at  moderate 
expense."— I  a»i,'8ir,  yours  faithfully,  Glenhest. 
An  Estimatr  of  the  Expenses   of  in  ANGLtNO 
TouE  IN  THE  West  of  Ireland. 


No.  of 
days. 
1       Tourney  from 
London. 


Mullingar. 


1        Journey  to 
Castlebar. 


Inclasive  Eailway  Ticket.  L.  & 
N.W.E.  (Oonnemara  Tour). 
.3rd  class  train;  Istclasaboal 

Breakfast,  Porters,  <Sto  

Car  to  Hotel   


Hotel  (Greville  Arms  or  Lough 
Ennel  View)  at  9/6  

1  Car  to  Lough  at  4/-   

Boat  and  Man  at  5/- ;  Man's 

Food  at  1/-  

Extras   , 


£  a.  a 

3  0 
0  10 
0  2 


1  8 
0  12 


0  18 
0  15 


3  13 


Lunch,  2/-;  Porters,  Ac,  2/-; 
Oar  to  Hotel,  1/6   ;   0  5 


Castlebar,      Hotel  at  7/6  per  diem 

Car  to  Lakes,  2/6  and  5/-  

Boat  and  Man  (incl.  Food) 

at  .5/-  

Extras   


North  Mayo.    Ballina,  Imperial  Hotel,  2  days 
at  9/-  ...   

Man  and  fishing  expenses  (say 

J.  Hearne's)  at  0/-  

Pontoon  Hotel  (say)  4  days, 

inclusive  terms   

1  day  (Sunday)  hotel  expenses 

Travelling  expenses  

Extras  


Journey  to 
Leenane. 


Leenane. 


Ballynahinch ) 
Fishery.  J 


30  days, 


L.  Mask. 


L.  Corrib. 


Journey  home. 


Car  to  Foxford  Station  3/- 

lunch  2/-  

Bianconi  to  Leenane   


Ho'el  at  8/-  per  day  

Fishing :  1st  day  (aay),  L  -na- 
Fooey,  rar  10/- ;  boat,  man, 
and  food  7/-   

2nd  day  (say),  lakes  N.  of 
Killaries,  ferry  4/-;  boat 
And  man  6/-;  foodl/-;  car 
(notnecessarily  required)  10/- 

3rd  day  (say),  fishing  on 
Killarie.s,   boat    and  men 

10/6  ;  food  2/-  

Extras   


Bianconi  to  Beceas   

2  days'  Salmon  stands  at  15/- 
1  day's  White  Trout  ,,  at  7/6 
Hotel  (Beoess,  say),  at  9/-  4 

days   

Boats  gratis;  Man,  3/- per  day; 

Food,  1/-  per  day   

1  d»y  Sunday 

Car  Fares  nil,  3/-,  5/-   

Extras   


Car  to  Mt.  Gable  Hotel   

3  days'  Hotel,  at  8/-  

Boat  and  Men,  4/-  per  day;  1/- 

Food   

Extras   


Hotel,  at  6/-  per  day   , 

Boat  and  Men,  5/-  ;  Food,  1/-, 
Extras   


Sundry  Expenses   

Add  for  Salmon  Licence ... 

Total 


0  U 
0  7 


0  10 
0  10  0 


2   2  6 

0  18  0 

0  10  0 

2  0 

0  8 

0  8  0 

1  5 


6    9  0 


0  5  0 
0    8  0 


14  0 


0  17  0 


1  1 

0 

0  12 

6 

1  0 

0 

4  14 

6 

0  8 

0 

1  10 

0 

0  7 

6 

1  16 

0 

0  12 

0 

0  8 

0 

1  0 

0 

6  1 

6 

0  10 

0 

1  4 

0 

0  15 

0 

1  0 

0 

3  9 

0 

1  4 

0 

1  4 

0 

1  0 

0 

3  8 

0 

1  0 

0 

34  9 

0 

1  0 

0 

£33  9 

0 

1  month,  4  weeks,  and  2  days.  Total  (about)  £35  9s.,  of  which 
£6  lOs.  are  "extras." 

An  Estimate  of  the  Expenses  of  an  Angling  Tour 
IN  Ireland,  using  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney's  Figure.s 

WHERE  AyaILABLE 


No.  of 
days. 


J ourney  from  London 

Mullingar*  

Journey  (Castlebar) 

Castlebar   

North  Mayo*  

Journey  (Leenane)  .., 

Leenane*   

Ballynahinch*   

L.  Mask  

L.  Corrib*   

Journey  home  

Salmon  licence   


80 


Four  weefes  and  two  days. 


d. 

0  0 


4  5  0 
0  10  0 
2  10  0 

5  5  0 
0  15  0 

6  16  6 
12    0  0 


3  10  0 

2    8  0 

10  0 

10  0 


43  19  6 


Reference  to  Mr. 
O.W.G.'s  figures. 


Vide  F.G.,  25/8/00 


A  liberal  estimate 

VideV.Gt.,  lS/8  00 

FirfeP.G.,  11;S  00 
Vide  F.G., 

11  and  25/8/00 
A  liberal  estimate 
Vide  F.G.,  18/8/00 


Mr.  Gedney's  figures. 


Sir, — May  I  thank  your  correspondent,  "  Senex,"  for 
having  called  so  much  attention  to  the  free  and  other  fish- 
ings in  the  west  of  Ireland.  No  doubt  there  may  be  over- 
cbargea  in  some  placea,  but  I  maintain  that  good  free 
fishing  is  to  be  had  in  Oonnemara  and  West  Mayo  on  aa 
reasonable  terms  as  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Take  Lough  Corrib,  for  instance.  The  angler  haa  nothing 
to  pay  for  the  right  to  fish.  He  has  the  choice  of  three 
comfortable  inns  at  Oughtarard,  where  he  gets  board  and 
lodging  at  63.  or  78.  per  day — the  latter  rate  at  Murphy's  or 
at  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  or  Gs.  per  day  at  the  Railway  HoteU 
He  gets  boat  and  two  men  for  7a.  6d.  per  day,  which 
includes  the  men's  lunch  ;  is  close  to  the  lake,  so  needs  no 
oar.  The  lake  has  fished  splendidly  for  trout  this  season. 
Those  taken  on  fly  average  about  IJlb. ;  some  days'  takea 
have  averaged  over  21b.  They  fight  and  leap  like  white 
trout,  and  they  are  now  taking  the  Daddy  Long  Legs  as 
well  as  they  took  the  Green  Drake.  Grilae  are  in  unusual 
numbers  in  the  lake,  but  have  been  sulky  in  the  bad 
weather  we  have  had.  Their  turn  haa  to  come  yet. — Yonra 
faithfully,    Henry  Hodgson. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Gedney  put  the  oaae  "  in  a  nutahell  " 
in  writing,  "  what  the  Eogliah  angler  wants  to  know  is 
where  he  can  get  good  sport  at  a  reasonable  price,  and 
what  that  price  is  going  to  be  "  ;  that,  as  Brother  Jonathan 
would  aay,  "  just  fills  the  bill."  We  are  getting  on, 
though  but  slowly. 

Mr.  Taylor  clings  to  the  same  mistake  I  mentioned 
before,  by  referring  to  the  cost  of  living  when  out  fishing. 
That  is  outside  the  present  question.  Three  pounds  or 
guineas  a  week  is  right  enough,  and  no  reasonable  person 
can  object.  It  ia  the  cost  ©f  fishing  permission,  boats, 
men,  and  their  con'  ingencies  which  is  aU  wrong,  amd  which 
moat  of  the  recent  letters  fully  aupport. 

Aa  to  Boyle — I  epeak  from  a  peraonal  experience — I  and 
a  friend  fished  Loughs  Key  and  Arrow  for  over  a  week  at 
the  usually  best  time  of  the  year  (mid-May).  We  had  the 
guidance  of  one  of  Mr.  Taylor's  beat  boatmen.  We  are 
not  "  duffers,"  or  ought  not  to  be  after  fifty  years'  fly 
fishing  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  We  worked  hard,  and 
used  every  possible  lure  in  artificial  fly,  and  natural  and 
artificial  spinning  baits,  and  we  had  practically  no  sport, 
scarcely  a  decent  trout  all  the  time.  The  pike  were  aa 
sulky  as  the  trout,  though  it  was  not  the  time  of  year  to 
expect  the  larger  pike  to  be  on  the  move  so  soon  after 
spawning,  but  as  we  could  do  nothing  with  the  trout  we 
"  spun  "  for  pike  for  a  change. 

We  visited  the  Boyle  and  Sligo  waters  in  expectation 
that  we  should  get  some  "  blow-line  "  fishing  with  the 
Green  Drake,  but  the  fly  came  up  in  miserable,  patchy 
style  on  the  small  tributaries  of  the  loughs,  and  we  never 
saw  a  trout  rise  at  the  "  Drake  "  duiiag  our  visit,  and, 
not  wishing  to  waste  our  whole  holiday  in  "loafing 
around"  waiting  for  the  fly,  we  made  tracks  for  Oonne- 
mara, where  we  got  good  (and  frequently  full)  baskets 
most  days,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  ourselves. 

Mr.  Taylor's  aasistance  and  attention  was  politely 
rendered.  We  did  not  lodge  with  him,  and  were  fully 
satisfied  with  the  hotel  charges  and  accommodation,  and 
he  must  not  conclude  that  my  remarks  had  any  personal 
reference  to  himself,  as  he  cannot  command  the  elements 
or  the  trout  any  more  than  other  mortals.  But  I  am 
certainly  impreeaed  with  the  notion  that  the  Key  and 
Arrow  trout  are  the  "  dourest"  lot  I  ever  tried  for,  and 
that  unless  one  can  hit  off  just  the  rise  of  the  Drake  for  a 
fortnight  or  so  when  the  fish  lose  their  head  a  over  the 
feed,  there  are  plenty  of  better  places  for  general  sport 
with  the  fly  rod,  which  it  was  the  object  of  my  first  letter 
to  elucidate,  and  which  it  will  be  the  interest  of  all  angling 
hotel  resorts  to  make  as  public  aa  possible.  So,  gentlemen, 
let  us  know,  and  do  not  all  speak  at  once,  or  Mr.  Editor 
may  aay  we  have  had  enough  of  it.— Yours,  &c., 

  Senex. 

Dear  Sib, — Is  it  not  time  something  definite  was 
arrived  at  on  this  subjeot  ?  I  have  no  desire  to  add  farther 
to  the  controversy.  Though  for  some  time  I  have  caat 
longing  eyes  in  the  direction  of  Irish  waters,  the  expense 
to  be  incurred  has  successfully  placed  a  stopper  on  my 
desires  on  that  point.  From  the  letter  of  "  Glenhest"  it 
would  certainly  appear  the  fishing  at  Ballinahinob  is  within 
reach  of  a  man  of  moderate  means  !  The  coat  of  fiahing 
tickets  alone,  according  to  the  guide  issued  by  the  Midland 
Great  Western  Eailway  of  Ireland,  are  153.  par  day,  or 
£3  per  week  for  this  fishery,  besides  which  there  is  20^.  for 
rod  licence ;  thia,  coupled  with  hotel  bills,  car  fares,  and 
boats,  would  soon  work  up  a  good  aum  per  diem,  apart 
from  the  initial  expenae  of  reaching  the  destination. 
What  ia  really  required  ia  a  place  where  one  can  spend  a 
fortnight  and  obtain  fairly  good  sport  for  about  ^£10  or 
£15,  including  everything,  and  until  that  plaos  is  forth- 
coming I  very  much  fear  I  shall  not  count  among  anglers 
in  Ireland,  howv  •  or  much  I  should  like  to. — Yours  faith- 
fully,   Ernest  Webster. 

Sir, — The  thanks  of  your  readers  are  due  to  Mr. 
Gedney  for  hia  lettera  on  thia  subject. 

The  fishing  in  Ireland  haa  undoubtedly  deteriorated  in 
recent  years,  and  at  the  same  time  a  disposition  has  arisen 
to  make  the  Saxon  pay  toll  in  many  ways  that  were 
formerly  unknown. 

There  has  recently  been  a  good  deal  cf  agitation  with 
the  object  of  getting  the  State  to  help  with  money  and 
men  in  protecting  and  improving  the  salmon  rivers,  and  I 
suppose  if  the  State  were  foolish  enough  to  improve 
private  property  in  this  way  we  should  find  still  higher 
pricas  asked  for  the  privilege  of  throwing  a  salmon  fly. 

If  my  memory  serves  me  rightly,  "  Hi-Regan,"  in 
"  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,"  states  that  there 
are  no  private  rights  of  fishing  in  longha  unleas  the  lough 
ia  entirely  surrounded  by  the  demesne  of  one  person. 
I  do  not  know  what  authority  there  may  be  for  thia 
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statement,  which  has  a  curious  sound  to  a  lawyer.  But  I 
havo  no  doubt  that  many  fishing  rights  are  claimed  in 
Ireland  by  persons  who  have  no  right  to  them. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  question  of  title  to  loughs  in 
Ireland  has  ever  been  raised,  but  it  is  a  fact  not  commonly 
known  that  nearly  every  title  in  Ireland  can  be  traced  to  a 
Crown  grant  as  its  root.  As  the  result  of  the  rebellion, 
some  two-thirds  or  three-fourths  of  the  land  in  Ireland  was 
forfeited,  and  re-grants  were  made  under  the  Acts  of 
Settlement.  The  lands  so  granted  are  mostly  defined  by 
maps,  and  it  would  probably  be  found  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  the  loughs  were  not  granted  at  all,  and  that  the 
property  in  them  remained  in  the  Crown.— Yours  faith 
Mly,  ____  Orange  Partridge. 

Dear  Sir,— One  cannot  help  being  amused  by  the  con- 
troversy that  has  been  going  on  in  your  paper  during  the 
last  few  weeks  respecting  the  charges  made  to  anglers  in 
Ireland.  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  have  never  paid  such 
charges  as  Mr.  Gddney  mentions.  I  hope  Mr.  Gedney  will 
not  try  to  draw  me  on  this  subject,  as  I  have  no  desire  to 
enter_  into  this  controversy.  I  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  fished  in  various  parts  of  Ireland,  and  look 
forward  every  year  to  getting  at  least  a  week's  fishing 
there,  especially  during  the  May  Fly  season,  when  I 
believe  ordinary  charges  are  about  doubled. 

I  beg  to  enclose  paragraph,  which  I  noticed  in  last 
week's  People,  from  which  it  may  be  seen  that  someone 
else  besides  myself  does  not  pay  these  high  charges  : 

"Ireland  is  the  paradise  for  fishermen  who  are  not 
millionaires.  Tickets  for  fishing  cost  less  than  half  what 
they  do  in  England.  Hotel  expenses  are  cheaper.  A  three 
weeks'  fishing  holiday  in  Ireland  can  be  done  on  about 
£10."— Yours  truly,    J.  W.  Zaehnsdoef. 

THE  BANN  AT  KILRBA,  &c. 

Dear  Sir,— Had  your  correspondent  "  Pater  "  only 
possessed  a  knowledge  of  the  different  casts  on  the  Bann 
and  the  habits  of  its  salmon  he  would  not  have  asked  for 
an  explanation  of  my  report  of  Aug.  18,  as  he  would  have 
been  able  to  have  got  the  whole  truth  from  the  first  two 
sentences,  where  I  stated  that  "  since  last  report  this  river 
has  continued  to  rise  till  it  has  now  reached  winter  level. 
This  has  caused  a  number  of  the  best  casts  to  be  too  deep 
for  salmon  to  come  to  the  fly."  He  never  thinks  for  a 
moment  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  when  the  river 
was  beginning  to  rise  that  many  of  the  casts  were  fishable 
that  in  a  few  days  afterwards  were  useless.  He  seems  to 
be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  when  the  river  reaches  winter 
level  that  new  oasts  are  formed  on  the  shallows  at 
Movanagher  and  Kilrea  that  scarcely  ever  hold  a  fish  when 
the_  water  is  at  summer  level.  The  Movanagher  rapids 
begin  at  the  weir  wall,  and  extend  downwards  for  over  half  a 
mile.  As  these  rapids  vary  from  2Jft.  to  8Jft.  in  depth 
salmon  will  come  to  the  fly  when  the  water  is  half  dis- 
coloured and  unfishable  on  the  other  casts  that  gave  all 
the  sport  in  low  water.  Bann  salmon  only  rise  freely  to 
the  fly  in  water  varying  from  3§ft.  to  5|ft.  in  depth.  I 
have  known  a  few  taken  in  water  of  7ft.,  but  never  over. 
They  will  take  the  spoon  and  minnow  in  pools  of  over  20ft. 

If  "  Pater"  comes  to  Kilrea  in  September  I  am  certain 
he  will  get  grand  sport,  as  the  river  is  full  of  salmon,  and 
the  flax  water  all  cleared  out.  Should  I  meet  him,  pre- 
suming that  he  is  a  Saxon,  I  shall  endeavour  to  lay  as  much 
truth  before  him  as  possible,  and  it  may  have  the  effect  of 
dispelling  tnese  pre-conceived  ideas  of  Ireland  and  every- 
thing Irish  that  seems  to  haveltaken  possession  of  him  and 
too  many  of  his  countrymen. — Yours  truly, 

Rasharkin,  co.  Antrim.  Daniel  O'Fee. 

SILVER  F.  BRONZE  BREAM. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  answer  me  the  following 
question  in  your  next  issue  if  possible  ? 

Are  carp-bream  a  different  class  to  the  silver  bream,  or 
are  they  silver  bream  that  have  become  ironze  through 
age.— Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  T  remain  yours  truly, 

John  Cooper. 

[The  bronze  bream,  sometimee  called  carp-bream,  and 
the  silver  bream  are  two  totally  distinct  species.  The 
"  silver  bream  "  seldom  exceed  21b.,  whereas  the  bronze 
bream  have  been  known  to  weigh  121b.,  or  even  more.] 


WHO  WAS  THE  OWNER  OF  THE  FISH  ? 
Sir,— A  salmon  was  captured  on  Aug.  25  in  the  Whitby 
Esk  under  the  following  circumstances,  and  was  claimed 
by  four  persons,  namely,  B.,  A.,  W.,  and  M.  respectively 
as  their  property.  A.  and  W.  were  fishing  on  opposite 
sides  of  a  pool  above  a  fall,  B.  was  fishing  in  the  rapids 
below;  all  were  worming.  B.  hooked  a  fish,  which  after 
about  five  minutes'  play  dashed  up  the  fall  into  the  pool, 
and  broke  the  line  about  10  yards  above  tha  cast.  Twenty 
minutes  afterwards  A.  chanced  to  b  up  on  his  hook 
the  end  of  the  lost  part  of  B.'s  line,  which  he  tried  to  bring 
to  hand,  but  it  was  too  short,  and  slipped  off  his  hook. 
This  happened  three  times  in  the  next  ten  minutes,  A. 
saying  that  he  believed  he  could  feel  the  fish  still  on.  A. 
then  suggested  that  if  he  again  hooked  up  the  line  W.  should 
throw  his  hook  over  it,  and  try  what  he  could  do.  This 
occurred  shortly  afterwards,  and  W.  succeeded  in  getting 
hold  of  the  broken  li»e,  when  he  immediately  felt  the  fish ; 
he  then  threw  A.'s  hook  back  to  him,  broke  off  his  own  cast, 
and  tied  the  piece  of  line,  with  the  fish  attached,  to  his 
line.  Then  the  fun  commenced.  Three  times  the  fish 
dashed  down  over  the  fall,  fought  in  the  rapids  amongst 
the  rocks,  then  up  again  into  the  pool.  This  lasted  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour.  The  fish  then  made  a  rush  right 
down  the  rapids,  without  stopping,  for  70yd8.  or  80yds., 
getting  the  line  more  or  less  foul  of  several  rocks  during 
his  trip.  W.  reeled  up,  and  followed  down  aa  quickly  as 
he  could,  but  was  unable  to  keep  to  the  bank,  so 
floundered  through  the  flood  amongst  the  rocks  up  to  his 


waist  for  part  of  the  way,  when  he  again  got  on  terms 
with  the  fish.  It  was  still  fresh  and  strong,  but  after 
eight  or  ten  minutes  was  smartly  gaffed  by  M.  with  W.'s 
gaff.  The  fight  lasted  an  hour  and  ten  minutes,  and  was 
the  hardest  known  on  the  Esk.  As  already  stated,  the 
fish  was  claimed  by  the  four  persons  concerned.  In  your 
opinion  who  is  the  rightful  claimant  ?— Yours  faithfully, 
.  R.  J.  Wood. 

r.S. — The  weight  of  the  salmen  was  a  few  ounces  under 
171b. 

PISHING  IN  CORNWALL. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  now  returned  from  a  trip  to  King 
Arthur's  country,  and  as  I  get  your  chatty  Gazette  every 
week,  I  thought  a  few  lines  from  an  old  fisherman,  heart 
and  soul,  would  be  acceptable  to  yon  or  your  readers,  and 
I  will  endeavour,  not  only  to  give  an  account  of  my  own 
doings,  but  give  some  hints  to  future  visitors  to  that  most 
delectable  county  of  fish,  tin,  copper,  cream,  and  junkets 
(you  can  get  the  latter  two  quite  as  good  in  Cornwall  I 
find  as  in  Devonshire,  although  you  very  seldom  hear  of 
Cornish  cream — 'tis  all  Devonshire  cream,  butter,  &c.), 
en  passant.    Before  I  visited  Cornwall,  I  stayed  a  few 
days  at  Plymouth  for  the  purpose  of  a  day's  fishing  on 
Dartmoor,  and  on  the  23rd  ult.  I  started  for  Princetown, 
and  was  told  to  enquire  of  the  genial  landlord  of  the 
Duchy  Arms  Hotel.    After  a  few  minutes'  chat  with  him, 
I  judged  that  my  best  way  would  be  to  fish  the  Meavy 
(licenses    from    your    correspondent,    Mr.  Hoarder, 
Plymouth),  the  head  of  which  is  reached  vrithin  about 
ten  minutes.    The  stream  is  very  small  and  narrow  here, 
consequently,  although  the  water  was  as  clear  as  crystal, 
and  the  sun  shining  brightly,  I  commenced  with  a  worm. 
I  caught  a  few,  for  the  moors,  nice  fish.   Aifter  the  river 
widened  a  bit  I  put  on  my  flies— small  Red  Palmer  and 
Blue  Upright— then  I  was  amongst  them.    I  fished  close 
down  to  the  Grand  Reservoir  of  the  Plymouth  Waterworks 
(worth  a  twenty  mile  walk  to  see) ;  result :  twenty-five  and 
a  half  brace,  by  my  counting  four  dozen  and  three, 
then  a  walk  over  the  Burrator  Moor  to  Dousland ;  thence 
to  Yelverton,  and  on  to  Plymouth.    If  I  had  not  been  so 
hot  and  tired  I  am  sure  my  catch  would  have  been  at 
least  seven  dozen.    The  scenery  is  very  grand,  particularly 
about  Leather  Tor,  and,  following  the  landlord's  directions, 
no  one  could  miss  his  way.    The  "  Trots,"  fried  soon  after 
my  arrival  in  Plymouth,  gave  a  most  delicious  meal  to 
about  nine.  I  intended  fishing  the  Gad,  but  other  excursions, 
of  which  there  are  so  many,  took  up  the  rest  of  my  allotted 
time  in  Plymouth.    On  the  28th  I  started  via  Launoeston 
(saw  the  grand  old  church  and  castle)  for  Camelford, 
where  a  jingle  was  waiting  for  me.   After   a  most 
pleasant   drive   of  about   five   miles,    I    arrived  at 
the  little  farm  of  Bena,  near  St.  Teath,  from  whence 
I  had  a  good  view  of  the  celebrated  Delahole  quarry. 
Within  300  yards  of  Bena  is  a  small  river  locally  called  the 
Inney  well  stocked  with  trout,  but  very  bushy  and 
troublesome  to  fish.    After  tea  I  tried  a  worm  for  an 
hour ;  five  only,  but  nice  fish.    On  the  29th,  started  for 
the  Camel  Gamp  Bridge;  caught  two  in  first  pool  with 
worm,  Jib.  fish  ;  fished  on,  bad  sport ;  too  bright,  tried  fly 
—Blue  Upright,  Red  Palmer,  Blue  Silver  Twist,  August 
Dun,  Whirling  Blue,  &c. ;  caught  only  with  the  first; 
result,  nineteen.    The  Camel  is  a  grand  river,  swarming 
with  trout,  and  just  now  a  great  many  peal,  but  the  latter 
would  not  move.   I  fished  the  Camel,  commencing  from 
Trecarne  Bridge,  two  or  three  times  after  with  fly ; 
result,  twenty-three,  eleven,  nineteen,  twenty-seven,  the 
latter  the  best  dish  of  fish  during  my  visit,    I  also  fished 
a  splendid  river,  locally  called  Jump,  which  runs  in  the 
valley  of  the  Devil's  Jump  into  the  Camel ;  here  my  catch 
was  twenty-three,  with  fly.    A  friend  with  me,  fishing 
with  Grasshopper  and  Tab  Fly,  caught  eighteen,  some- 
what larger  than  mine.    I  do  not  care  about  this  kind  of 
fishing.    The  scenery  about  the  Devil's  Jump  is  most 
weird  and  grand,  and  would  give  the  "jumps"  to  a 
nervous  person,  but  it  was  my  delight  and  pleasure  to 
roam  about  these  solitudes  hearing  the  murmuring  and 
rushing  of  the  waters,  so  diiTerent  from  the  noise  and 
bustle  _  of    London    streets,  a  difference  I  so  much 
appreciated,    and   one   which   to  a  fisherman  is  the 
sweetest  music   he    can  hear.    As  I  trudged  home 
after   my  day's   fishing  I  felt  thankful  that  I  was 
enabled  to  enjoy  the  beauties  of  the  delightful,  but 
rough  scenery  of  the  county  of  Cornwall,  where  the  sea  is 
blue  and  the  cliffs  covered  with  heath,  &c.,  are  grand 
beyond  description — the  sea  in  its  calm  state  soothing  to 
a  weary  mind,  and  in  its  turmoil  awe-inspiring  in  its 
unknown  strength.    Within  easy  distance  of  my  pro  tern, 
diggings  were  Bosoastle,  Tintagel,  Trebarwith  Sands,  the 
Rocky  Valley  (most  weird),  Port  Gavem,  Port  Isaac, 
Roughton,  Brown  Willy— all  of  which  I  visited,  and  many 
other  places  interesting,  but  which  I  have  not  time  to 
enumerate.    I  may  add  that  a  licence  for  fishing  the 
Camel  and  its  tributaries  can  be  obtained  at  the  King's 
Arms  Hotel,  Camelford,  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  landlord 
will  be  only  too  glad  to  give  the  necessary  information 
and  directions  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood.  I 
have  enjoyed  many  holidays,  but  none  so  well  as  this  one 
to  the  famous  district  of  the  Camel,  where  anyone  with 
reasonable  requirements  can  obtain  them  at  a  very  reason- 
able cost,  and  the  benefit  obtained  from  the  bracing 
and  invigorating  air  will  amply  repay  anyone  for  the  long, 
but  to  me  always  pleasant,  journey  from  town. 

My  wife  says,  "  Nothing  about  me."  I  tell  her  the  I 
includes  her,  and  she  enjoyed  the  visit  quite  as  much  as  I 
did,  and  admired  the  scenery  of  the  Devil's  Jump  and 
Rocky  Valley  at  a  distance,  but  it  was  too  weird  for  her, 
-Yours  truly,  _____  W.  S.  C. 

FISHING  AT  DEAL. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  been  told  by  a  friend  who  is 
staying  at  Deal  that  there  was  no  fishing  to  be  had  here, 
I  thought  I  would  send  you  an  account  of  four  days' 


fishing  from  the  jetty.  Saturday,  eleven  bass,  two  dabs, 
two  eels;  Monday,  thirty-three  bass,  one  dab  (lOoz.),  two 
eels ;  Tuesday,  nine  bass,  one  dab,  two  eels ;  Wednesday 
I  fished  from  one  of  the  groins,  and  only  caught  three 
bass  and  two  eels.  I  saw  to-day,  on  the  jetty,  several 
nice  plaice  caught,  average  8oz.  My  friend,  Mr.  Hall, 
who  is  with  me,  also  caught  bass,  dabs,  and  eels.  Of 
course  I  need  only  say  that  anyone  fishing  should  use  the 
finest  tackle.  I  know  you  always  impress  that  on  all 
anglers  in  your  paper.  I  am  very  pleased  so  far  with  the 
fishing,  and  hope  that  it  will  continue  the  same.— Yours 
  S.  H.  GoncH. 

FISHING  IN  THE  IVBL. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  Disappointed,"  may  I  say 
that  the  fish  referred  to  in  my  article  were  caught  within 
a  mile  of  Biggleswade  Station.  Also,  that  this  season  I 
have  taken  very  many  fish  that  went  over  lilb.,  and  one 
over  21b. 

The  Ivel  is  low  now,  very  clear  and  very  weedy.  No 
one  is  getting  many  fish,  the  changeable  weather  no  doubt 
putting  them  clean  "  off  the  feed." 

I  do  not,  however,  regard  the  weeds  as  a  nuisance  j 
between  the  weeds  in  the  runs  some  of  the  very  finest 
roach  are  to  be  had. 

The  closing  day  of  last  season,  i.e.,  March  14,  I  took 
from  the  Ivel  twelve  roach,  and  twelve  only.  They 
w-eighed  161b.,  and  one  of  them  scaled  21b.  2oz.  four  hours 
after  it  was  caught.  That  can  be  vouched  for  by  several 
who  saw  the  fish.  Of  course  a  man  must  know  the  water 
to  do  well  here  as  elsewhere. 

If  "  Disappointed  "  had  any  eye  at  all  for  a  swim  he 
need  not  have  gone  half  a  mile  from  the  station  to  find 
one  ;  but  some  folks  who  go  a-fishing  don't  know  a  swim 
when  they  see  it. 

I  may  say  that  the  "  Trent  Otter  "  was  fishing  some  of 
these  swims  with  me  about  a  week  ago,  and  although  we 
did  not  get  many  roach,  yet  he  at  once  spotted  the  weed 
runs  as  the  very  spots  to  get  big  roach  out  of,  and,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  is  coming  again  as  soon  as  they  come  on  a  bit 
to  give  them  a  shake  up. 

If  "  Disappointed  "  will  read  my  article  again  he  will 
see  that  the  comparison  I  made  was  between  the  fish  of 
our  river  and  those  of  Yare,  Bure,  &c.,  and  I  un- 
hesitatingly say  I  have  never  seen  finer  fish  on  the  average 
than  are  to  be  taken  here. 

If  "Disappointed"  comes  again,  let  him  ask  for 
"  Berry's  Hole,"  and  fish  it  from  Chesham's  meadow,  if 
he  will  consent,  or  the  Mill  Pit,  Biggleswade,  or  the 
Black  Looks,  or  the  weed  runs  between  Biggleswade  and 
Holme  Mills.    Some  of  the  finest  roach  are  there. 

I  believe  the  angler's  ticket  to  Biggleswade  is  less  than 
5s.,  so  "  Disappointed  "  need  not  spend  15s.  He  can  do 
himself  well  on  less,  and  the  roach,  perhaps,  better. 
These  places  are  all  less  than  a  mile  from  the  station,  and 
there  are  good  fish  in  all  the  spots  I  have  named. — I 
inclose  my  card,  and  remain,  faithfully  yours, 

  "  ROACHBR." 

FISHING  NEAR  LLANDAFF. 
Dear  Sir, — In  case  any  misunderstanding  should  arise 
regarding  the  price  of  roach  season  tickets  for  the  river 
Taff,  which  I  stated  in  my  letter  in  your  last  issue  to  be 
5s.,  while  Mr.  Richard  Harris,  at  the  same  time,  states 
7s.  6d.,  I  may  say  that  he  has  included  the  Ss.  6d.  trout 
rod  licence,  which  I  did  not  think  necessary  to  mention. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Ernest  Webster. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS, 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 

Messrs,  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  66, 

Chancery-lane,  London,  W.O. 
7193.  Fishing.  Patentees  :  W.  and  J.  J.  Hardy,  both 
of  Alnwick,  Northumberland.  Reels  and 
winches,  rod.  The  drum  is  made  from  a 
solid  disc  of  material,  which  is  slotted  radially 
inwards  from  the  periphery  to  make  a 
number  of  spokelike  arms,  upon  the  ends  of 
which  the  line  is  wound.  To  secure  free 
running  in  one  direction  the  handle-bar  is 
pivoted  to  toggle-levers,  which  carry  a  toe- 
piece,  engaging  with  the  peripheral  rim  of  the 
drum.  In  a  modification,  the  pivoted  handle- 
bar is  fitted  with  a  friction  catch,  which 
engages  with  the  periphery  of  a  small  disc 
attached  to  the  drum. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  programme  will  be  reinforced  by 
a  number  of  new  performers  on  Monday.  These  include 
Professor  Garford,  with  dogs  and  pigeons;  Cissie  Tysall, 
serio  and  dancer  ;  Laurie  Wallis,  transformation  dancer  ; 
the  Three  Smalleys,  triple  bar  act ;  Overh  and  Undah, 
ring  gymnastic  display ;  and  Miss  Nellie  Dixon,  a  serio 
and  dancer.  The  pictures  of  the  South  African  and 
Cuban  Wars  continue  to  excite  enthusiasm. 


The  MESSA9B  of  Peace  is  always  appreciated  and  respected 
by  all  true  men,  for  many  of  ub  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  it  may  be  universally  adopted  by  all  nations.  When  this 
comes  to  pass,  happiness  and  prosperity  will  be  the  rule  and  not 
the  exception.  In  the  meantime,  HoUoway's  Pills  and  Ointment 
have  largely  helped  to  make  foreign  nations  understand  that 
Englishmen  delight  in  alleviating  pain  and  suffering.  These 
wonderful  remedies  have  been  blessed  in  many  lands  for  the 
relief  they  have  afforded  and  the  cures  effected.  They  are 
specially  adapted  for  all  complaints  affecting  the  liver,  stomach, 
and  kidneys,  and  at  this  season  no  family  should  be  without  a 
supply. 

AheriOAN  Books. — A  catalogue  of  American  books  In  varloui 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  MarstOD 
•nd  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  F«tter-lana,  LondoB, 
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WANDERINGS  BY  IRISH  WATERS. 

{Contiv,ued  from  page  170.) 

v.— TWO  WEST  MEATH  STREAMS. 
The  first  day  of  a  season  is  an  event  to  which 
we  look  forward  with  pardonable  anxiety  ;  and  if, 
as  occasionally  happens,  we  meet  with  some  little 
success,  we  are  as  much  pleased  as  we  should  be 
by  a  really  fine  day's  sport  later  on.  Such,  at 
least,  IS  my  experience;  and  it  was  with  no  small 
sense  of  satisfaction  that  I  inspected  the  contents 
of  my  basket  (which  were  in  truth  but  humble) 
fi\  °^  ^^""^^  2'  1898.    On  that  date  I 

tished  the  Dale  near  Rahamey.  It  is  a  tributary 
ot  the  Boyne,  and,  like  so  many  Irish  streams,  has 
been  converted  into  a  kind  of  drain  by  the 
Urainage  Commission  (I  hope  this  is  not  a  mis- 
nomer), flowing  along  a  dug-out  bed,  with  the 
excavated  soU  thrown  up  in  many  places  on  either 
side,  and  shutting  it  in  between  two  high,  sloping 
banks.  Drainage  operations  of  this  sort  have 
exercised  a  considerable  influence  upon  the  Irish 
fisheries.  1  shaU  have  more  to  say  upon  the 
subject  at  a  future  date ;  but  whatever  may  have 
been  their  influence  upon  fishing,  their  effect  upon 
app^rances  has  been  painful,  and  no  one  could 
call  the  Dale  of  to-day  a  pretty  stream. 


I  was  anxious  to  try  a  dry  fly  upon  the  Dale, 
but  it  was  early  as  yet  for  that  style  of  fishing, 
and  if  any  thoughts  of  its  feasibility  had  lingered 
in  my  mind,  one  look  at  the  river  sufiiced  to  dispel 
them.  It  was  high  and  slightly  coloured ;  also 
there  was  a  strong  north-west  wind  blowing  down 
stream,  and  periodical  cold  showers.  Large  flies 
would  be  the  order  of  the  day,  so  I  mounted  a 
March  Brown,  Claret  and  Hare's  Ear,  and  a 
Soldier  Palmer,  ones  which  are  generally  effective, 
and  walked  slowly  up-stream  fishing  all  likely 
spots,  but  without  anywhere  moving  a  trout. 
Presently  I  was  joined  by  old  Will.  He  was  a 
great  character,  and  claimed  a  long  acquaintance 
with  the  Dale. 

"  I've  fished  this  river  for  forty  years,"  said  he, 
"  and  never  saw  anyone  catch  a  throut  wid  a  fly 
like  thim." 

"  Why,  what's  wrong  with  the  flies  P  "  I  asked 
"  Begor,  and  ar'nt  they  too  smarl  ?    You  want 
large  flies  for  this  river.    Smarl  flies  is  no  good 
here." 

I  did  not  put  much  faith  in  Will's  information, 
for  he  had  once  solemnly  assured  me  that  there 
was  no  poaching  in  the  Dale,  whereas  a  woman 
informed  me  that  her  husband  got  "  grand 
throuts  wid  the  spear,"  and  another  man  boasted 
in  my  presence  that  he  had  fifty  night  lines  set 
in  Lough  Adeel,  a  little  tarn  through  which  it 
flows.  So  for  a  time  I  disregarded  the  patriarch's 
admonition,  but  after  an  hour's  unsuccessful 
whipping  he  again  remarked :  "  Excuse  me, 
your  honour,  I'm  a  plain  man.  Divil  a  fish  will 
your  honour  catch  wid  thim  flies.  Have  not  you 
'ere  a  larger  one  now  P  What's  that  in  your  hat  P  " 
I  had  been  fishing  in  Lews  the  previous 
autumn,  and  with  fortunate  carelessness  h»d  left 
a  small  salmon  fly  in  my  hat  all  the  winter.  It 
was  a  Silver  Doctor,  old  and  faded,  and  far  too 
big,  I  thought,  for  present  purposes;  neverthe 
less,  as  WiU  pronounced  it  a  grand  fly,  and 
certain  to  catch  fish,  I  yielded  to  his  entreaties 
and  put  it  up. 

It  was  just  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  day  was 
showing  signs  of  becoming  more  genial.  Will 
took  me  up  to  a  deep  sheltered  reach,  which  he 
declared  the  best  in  the  river.  I  fished  it  down 
with  a  long  line,  letting  the  fly  come  quietly 
across  and  hang  a  little  under  the  near  bank. 
Suddenly  there  was  a  flash  of  gold  as  a  fish  from 
down  in  the  deep  made  a  rapid  dart  at  the  fly 
I  struck,  but  there  was  no  answering  pull.  He 
had  missed  it.  Nor,  though  I  went  up  and  fished 
over  him  again,  did  he  make  another  offer. 

"No  matter,"  said  Will,  "no  matter;  you'll 
have  him  yet.    Ah,  but  he  was  a  terrible  big  fish !  " 

A  few  yards  further  down  another  fish  behaved 
in  a  precisely  similar  manner.  This  also,  accord- 
ing to  Will,  was  a  terrible  big  one,  and  he  began 
to  predict  great  things.  But  when  half  an  hour's 
careful  fishing  did  not  produce  another  rise,  his 
hopes  fell  to  zero.  I  felt  convinced  that  the  fly 
was  too  large,  and  the  fish  had  consequently  come 
short,  so  replaced  it  by  an  Alexandra,  hoping  to 
change  the  luck. 

A  shower  now  came  on,  so  we  retued  beneath 
some  trees  for  lunch.  A  pull  at  my  flask,  and 
some  of  my  sandwiches  did  wonders  in  the  way  of 
restoring  Will's  courage,  and  he  once  more 
prophesied  fish. 

The  shower  over,  we  walked  up  some  distance ; 
but  the  river  was  here  more  exposed  to  the  wind, 
and  three  o'clock  came  without  the  sign  of  a 
move.    The  best  of  the  day  was  over;  a  cold 
evening  was  setting  in.    I  was  rather  wet,  and 
prospects  appeared  almost  hopeless.  Later  in  the 
season  I  should  have  gone  home  in  disgust ;  but 
one's  first  keenness  is  not  so  easily  cooled,  and  I 
went  down  once  more  to  the  sheltered  portion, 
still  determined,  if  possible,  to  save  the  blank! 
Nor  was  I  to  be  disappointed.    Almost  at  once  a 
fish  seized  the  Alexandra  in  mid-stream.    He  was 
in  a  fairly  strong  current ;  I  had  a  long  line  out, 
and,  striking  too  hard,  as  one  is  very  apt  to  do 
when  one  has  been  some  time  without  a  rise,  left 
the  fly  in  him.    This  was  a  catastrophe.    I  had 
not  another  Alexandra,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
choose  between  the  ordinary  trout  flies  and  the 
Silver  Doctor.    Selecting  the  latter,  I  attached 
it    as    rapidly    as    possible,    and  proceeded 
to     fish    carefully    down,     letting     the  fly 
work    in    close    under    the    near    and  shel- 
tered    bank.    After  two  or  three  minutes  it 
was    taken    deep    down    in  the  water  by  a 
good  fish.    He  made  a  capital  fight,  but  I  quickly 


got  down  opposite  to  him,  gave  him  the  butt, 
tor  I  could  trust  my  tackle,  and  killed  him  com- 
paratively soon. 

"More  power,  sor!"  cried  Will,  when  he  had 
him  in  the  net.  "More  power!  You're  a  fine 
man !  " 

When  weighed  the  fish  was  found  to  be  lib.  2oz, 
There  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  as  I  had  to  catch  a 
train,  so  I  was  quickly  at  work  again.  In  the 
next  ten  minutes  I  got  a  couple  more— one  ^Ib., 
T  u  ^j^^'^  60Z.— then  the  rise  seemed  to  stop,  and 
I  had  to  rush  off  in  a  hurry,  but  in  the  best  of 
spirits,  for  a  bit  of  luck  at  the  end  of  an  unlucky 
day  18  a  thing  I  always  appreciate.  All  three 
fash,  though,  of  course,  not  in  summer  condition, 
were  in  very  fair  order.  Indeed,  the  Dale  fish 
seem  to  condition  themselves  unusually  early ;  at 
least  they  did  so  that  season.  I  had,  in  tiuth, 
hardly  expected  to  get  one  fit  to  kill,  so  it  was 
altogether  a  very  pleasant  surprise. 

Later  on  I  tried  the  dry  fly  pretty  frequently 
on  the  Dale  with  no  particular  success;  but  I 
was  never  out  on  a  very  good  day,  and  others 
more  fortunate  than  myself  took  some  good  trout 
with  it.  This  summer,  however,  I  was  able  to  give 
it  a  good  trial  on  the  Glore,  and  the  result  con- 
siderably surprised  me.  The  Glore  is  also  a 
made-up  river  in  parts,  but  is  a  prettier  stream 
than  the  Dale,  though  not  its  equal  in  size.  It 
contains  a  great  number  of  small,  and  a  sprinkling 
of  pretty  good  fish ;  but  the  latter  proved  extra- 
ordinarily shy,  and  were,  on  the  whole,  too  clever 
for  me.  This  seemed  very  remarkable,  as  they 
can  rarely,  if  ever,  have  seen  a  dry  fly  before,  and 
were  not  at  any  time  much  fished  over.  Had  I 
been  fishing  alone  I  should  have  been  inclined  to 
attribute  the  failure  to  my  own  want  of  proficiency; 
but  one  of  my  companions,  whose  experiences 
were  the  same  as  my  own,  was  the  Old  Hand,  a 
skilf  ul  and  devoted  dry  fly  fisherman,  an  habitue 
of  the  Lea  and  southern  chalk  streams,  and  a 
once  member  of  the  Houghton  Club. 

The  real  business  on  which  we  were  bent  was 
dapping,  so  it  was  only  when,  from  lack  of  wind 
or  some  such  cause,  that  was  useless  that  we 
betook  ourselves  to  the  Glore.  Personally  I  care 
little  for  dapping,  and  so  used  to  sneak  off  to  the 
stream  whenever  I  could ;  still,  most  of  the  best 
days  were  spent  on  the  lakes.  On  May  19  there 
seemed  every  prospect  of  a  decent  day,  and  I 
quickly  got  a  brace  of  f-pounders ;  but  then 
sheep-washing  began  all  along  the  river,  so  there 
was  nothing  more  to  be  done.  May  21  was  rough 
and  wet,  and  I  got  nothing  except  small  fish ;  but 
on  May  25  we  had  just  such  a  day  as  is  often  the 
forerunner  of  capital  sport. 

Goodfellow  and  the  Old  Hand  had  arrived  from 
England  early  in  the  morning,  and  as  we  had 
decided  not  to  start  dapping  that  day,  we  all  three 
drove  down  to  the  Glore,  through  lanes  fragrant 
with  May,  reaching  our  destination  about  noon. 
There  was  a  very  slight  upstream  breeze ;  the  sky 
was  perfectly  cloudless,  but  we  did  not  expect  the 
fish  to  be  shy,  and  the  events  of  the  day  so  far 
tended  to  confirm  our  conviction,  that  the  un- 
deceiving which  followed    was  all   the  more 
astounding.    We  divided,  the  Old  Hand  going 
up  to  the  mill  pool  where  I  had  caught  the  brace 
above  mentioned ;  GoodfeUow  and  I  descending 
the  stream  to  break  new  water  below.    We  found 
a  few  fish  moving,  although  there  was  little  fly  to 
be  seen ;  however,  they  did  not  seem  to  care  for 
such  as  we  offered  them,  and,  as  they  were  all  of 
them  small  things,  we  did  not  trouble  ourselves 
much.    Presently  I  came  to  a  place  where  the 
stream,  deep  and  narrow,  looked  likely  to  hold 
bigger  fish,  so  sat  down  under  a  bush  and  waited 
for  one  to  rise.    Before  I  had  been  there  a 
minute  I  saw  a  good  trout  move,  and  found  on 
approaching  closer  that  he  was  taking  a  small 
black  fly  veiy  quietly  and  regularly.    I  had  on  a  • 
little  Pink  Wickham,  and  the  first  time  it  went 
over  him  he  rose  and  took  it.    However,  he  must 
have  been  but    lightly  hooked,  for  a  single 
wriggle  sufficed  to  set  him  free,  and  as  no 
more  fish  seemed  to  be  moving  thereabouts,  I 
went  further  down  to  a  bit  of  running  water, 
where  several  small  ones  were  rising  well  at  some 
infinitesimal  midge.     Neither  Pink  Wickham 
nor  any  other  little  fly  seemed  to  their  liking,  so, 
having  seen  a  few  May  Flies  about  for  some  days 
past,  I  put  one  on,  more  for  the  sake  of  experi- 
ment than  in  expectation  of  anything  taking  it. 
Almost  directly  I  had  a  fish,  and  though  he  was 
not  worth  keeping  the  knowledge  that  they  were 
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on  the  look-oiit  for  the  Drakes  brought  much 
hope  and  encouragement. 

Goodfellow  also  put  up  a  May  Fly,  and  we 
walked  down  together,  catching  one  or  two  small 
fish,  lo,-ing  others,  but  seeing  no  signs  of  any 
good-sized  ones.  About  three  o'clock  quite  a  fair 
number  of  May  Flies  began  to  appear,  and  I 
suggested  that  we  had  better  go  up  again  to  the 
spot  where  I  had  lost  the  fish  ia  the  morning. 
This  bit  of  deep  water  extended  for  about 
loOjds.,  and  on  reaching  it  we  saw  at  once  that 
we  had  come  to  the  proper  place.  Altogether  we 
could  count  five  fish  rising  well,  my  former 
friend  among  them.  Besides  the  May  Flies 
there  were  a  good  lot  of  duns  coming  down,  and 
the  fiiih  seemed  taking  them  all  indiscriminately. 
The  one  who  was  feeding  furthest  down  the  river 
was  evidently  a  good  fish.  Goodfellow  set  to 
work  at  him.  A  bit  higher  up  was  the  gentleman 
whose  acquaintance  I  had  akeady  made,  with 
what  looked  like  a  smaller  one  feeding  below  him. 
I  hooked  the  latter  at  the  first  attempt,  got  him 
downstream  quickly  without  disturbing  the  other, 
and  landed  him  safely.  He  was  a  fat  little  red- 
spotted  A-pounder.  My  old  friend  gave  more 
trouble,  and  let  the  fly  go  over  him  several 
times  without  taking  it ;  but  when  at  length  he 
did  so,  he  meant  business.  He  fought  hard, 
though  I  never  felt  nervous  about  him,  as  my 
tackle  was  trustworthy,  and  I  had  not  much  line 
out.  Goodfellow,  whose  fish  had  stopped  rising, 
came  to  land  him  for  me,  and  did  so  in  the  most 
approved  style.  He  was  a  beautiful  fish  of  In  lb., 
very  thick  in  the  shoulder,  and  in  splendid  condi- 
tion. I  should  be  doing  an  injustice  to  Martin 
Kelly,  of  Sackville-street,  Dublin,  did  I  not  men- 
tion that  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  I  found 
his  finest  undrawn  casts  thoroughly  to  be  relied 
upon. 

We  now  went  up  to  the  two  other  fish.  The 
one  that  I  tried  for  went  down  at  the  first  cast ; 
but  a  shout  from  Goodfellow  called  me  to  his 
assistance,  and  I  ran  at  top  speed  to  find  him  fast 
in  a  good  fish,  in  a  very  weedy  place.  By  patience 
and  firmness  he  at  length  brought  him  to  the 
surface.  I  landed  him  without  mishap,  and  he 
proved  to  be  a  very  handsome  pounder,  the 
counterpart  of  my  fish,  but  not  quite  as  thick 
in  the  shoulder. 

Having  now  caught  three  of  our  five  rising 
fish  and  frightened  the  other  two,  we  went  up  to 
find  the  Old  Hand.  He  had  not  been  trying  the 
May  Fly,  and  had  consequently  done  little ;  but 
in  the  evening  he  got  three  takeable  ones.  I  also 
got  two  or  three  more,  and  lost  a  couple  of  good 
ones;  one  of  them,  bolting  downstream,  very 
quickly  compelled  me  to  run  with  him,  when  I 
was  tripped  up,  came  a  cropper,  and  lost  him.  I 
must  linger  no  longer  over  this  very  jolly  day's 
sport,  my  only  one  on  the  Glore  which  can  be  so 
described  ;  but  must  go  on  to  tell  what  happened 
to  us  later. 

Next  day  the  Old  Hand  and  I  went  do  wn  to 
look  for  the  two  fish  which  we  had  scared  on  the 
previous  evenbg.  The  Old  Hand  captured  the 
lower  on  a  grey  May  Fly,  after  trying  him 
unsuccessfully  with  several  other  patterns, 
though  he  was  taking  the  natural  fly  well.  This 
fellow  weighed  lib.  5oz.,  and  was  a  picture  in 
burnished  gold.  The  upper  fish  was  also  taking 
the  natural  fly  confidently — there  was  a  good  rise 
from  about  twelve  o'clock  till  two.  The  Old 
Hand  worked  for  him  patiently  for  an  hour  or  so, 
but  he  went  down  for  a  few  minutes  after  every 
cast.  Finally  he  gave  him  up  as  a  bad  job,  and  I 
came  and  tried  him  from  the  opposite  bank  with 
a  different  pattern.  My  fly  came  over  him  just 
behind  a  natural  one,  and  he  took  them  both ! 
Upstream  he  went  like  a  Scotch  express,  making 
the  reel  scream  with  delight.  It  was  a  moment 
of  joy,  to  be  followed,  however,  by  an  hour  of 
sorrow,  for  the  hold  came  away,  and  the  fish  was 
gone ! 

I  do  not  dare  to  say,  for  I  should  not  be 
believed,  how  many  more  fish  I  lost  in  like  manner 
in  the  course  of  the  following  fortnight.  Unfor- 
tunately, for  the  next  four  or  five  days,  while  the 
May  Fly  was  still  a  novelty,  and  the  fish  were 
doubtless  taking  it  well,  we  were  all  of  us  busy 
dapping ;  and  when  we  again  returned  to  the 
Glore  they  proved  most  wonderfully  shy,  and  as 
a  rule  either  stopped  rising  directly  a  fly  was  put 
over  them,  or,  if  they  did  rise,  came  very  short. 
1  imagine  that  the  reason  why  I  lost  so  many  fish 
waj  that  they  only  took  the  fly  with  extreme 


suspicion.  To  be  beaten  by  such  unsophisticated 
trout  was  most  annoying.  The  Old  Hand 
declares  that  he  has  never  met  with  any  more 
wary  ones,  even  among  the  educated  trout  of 
much-fished  chalk  streams.  The  Irishman  is 
notoriously  quick-witted;  do  Irish  trout  share 
the  national  characteristic  F  This  wariness  is 
hard  to  account  for.  I  shall  suggest  an  explana- 
tion of  it  in  the  next  article.      Mark  Bench. 


AUTUMN  SALMON  ANGLING. 


Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  some  authori- 
ties with  regard  to  autumn  salmon  angling,  it  does 
not  seem  in  the  least  to  detract  from  its  growing 
popularity.  The  sport  may  be  tabooed  as  savour- 
ing of  "  pot  hunting,"  and  "  kelt  sport,"  and  all  the 
rest  of  it,  yet  the  rush  for  autumn  quarters  still 
goes  on.  The  purist  may  spend  himself  in  de- 
nouncing the  killing  of  fish,  which  he  characterises 
as  unseasonable ;  he  may  be  sarcastic  over  the  ease 
with  which  they  may  be  lured,  and  he  may  wax 
eloquent  on  the  proprieties  of  the  true  sportsman 
permitting  himself  to  dabble  with  such,  but  all  to 
no  purpose.  Year  after  year  sees  the  autumn  rods 
as  plentiful  as  ever,  and  year  after  year  sees  the 
rentals  rise  higher  and  higher,  and  the  demand  for 
autumn  quarters  grow  greater  and  greater.  The 
spring  season  may  have  its  tens  of  rods  on  a  river 
or  stream ;  the  autumn  has  its  hundreds.  There 
may  be  room,  and  to  spare,  in  the  earlier  months  of 
the  year;  but  in  the  back-end  season  there  is 
"no  getting  of  a  rod  in  edgeways  for  love  or 
money." 

There  are  autumn  fish  and  autumn  fish,  and 
there  i*no  doubt  much  to  say  both  for  and  against 
autumn  sport.  The  same  river  may,  and  often 
does,  contain  a  mixed  lot  of  fish,  while  on  some 
later  streams  the  presence  of  an  autumn  beauty  is 
indeed  a  rarity. 

In  the  earlier  autumn  months,  and  in  the  earlier 
seasons,  like  the  present,  the  fish  are  usually 
silvery,  and  of  first-rate  edible  quality.  Certainly, 
they  cannot  be  compared  to  spring  fish  as  to  either 
colour,  gameness,  or  shape,  as  a  rule,  although  we 
have  often  seen  autumn  fish  equally  as  good,  as 
sportive,  and  as  acceptable  in  every  respect,  and 
in  a  belated  season,  when  sport  is  confined  to  the 
closing  weeks  of  the  back-end,  the  propriety  of 
killing  every  fish  that  comes  to  the  bank  is 
certainly  very  questionable.  With  this  exception 
the  back-end  salmon  angler  may  pursue  the  even 
tenor  of  his  way,  and  enjoy  his  autumn  holiday 
and  autumn  sport  to  the  full,  in  spite  of  all  the 
strictures  pessimists  may  pass,  or  lectures  purists 
may  give. 

The  autumn  salmon  angler  is  equally  as 
sensitive  a  sportsman  as  his  brother  who  wields 
his  rod  amongst  the  slush  and  snows  of  February 
and  March.  He  may  be,  and  often  is,  one  and  the 
same  individual,  and  makes  no  bones  about 
grassing  a  silvery  autumn  beauty  of  201b.,  any 
more  than  he  does  of  a  fresh-run  spring  fish  of 
81b.  or  lOlb.  He  draws  the  line,  however,  at 
gravid  fish,  and  when  such  are  about  they  are 
carefully  handled,  and  returned  to  the  water, 
much  after  the  law  as  to  dealing  with  kelts.  Of 
course,  there  are  those  who  bag  all  fish,  and  we 
have  seen  them,  not  later  than  last  fall,  carried 
from  the  riverside  with  the  spawn  dropping  from 
them  all  the  way,  and  have  no  doubt  they  were 
made  into  kippers  (sic),  or  despatched  to  friends. 
But  these  sportsmen  (?)  are  pot-hunters  at  the 
best,  and  their  ideas  as  to  the  propriety  of  acting 
the  part  of  the  true  sportsman  are  most  hazy  in 
the  extreme.  They  are  the  same  in  every 
relation  of  life,  both  business  and  domestic; 
and,  thank  God,  their  numbers  are  few  and  far 
between. 

The  autumn  season  again  brings  the  only 
opportunity  countless  numbers  of  busy  workers 
in  the  hives  of  industry  elsewhere  have  to  indulge 
the  sport  they  love  so  well.  If  it  were  not  for  the 
glories  of  the  back-end  season,  thousands  of 
sportsmen  would  never  be  able,  for  the  lack  of 
time,  to  get  their  hand  in  at  all,  nor  to  enjoy— it 
may  be  renew — the  excitement  of  a  battle  royal 
with  the  denizens  of  the  pool.  The  springtime 
may  be  good  enough  for  the  young,  the  hardy, 
and  those  used  to  the  arctic  conditions  of  our 
northern  clime,  but  it  would  be  the  death  of  many 
of  our  best  and  most  beloved  sportsmen  were  they 
forced  by  fashion  or  otherwise  to  forego  their 
autumn  holiday  and  take  the  risks  of   an  icy 


spring  before  renewing  an  acquaintance  with 
Salmo  salar. 

The  autumn  season  brings  round  the  wished- 
for  leisure.  Business  for  the  nonce  is  suspended, 
the  first  flush  of  the  muir-cock  is  past,  and  the 
fish,  in  all  the  freshness  and  vigour  of  life, 
fresh  from  the  briny,  are  gyrating  in  the  pool 
below. 

What  more  acceptable  pastime  could  then  be 
conceived  than  to  handle  the  trusty  greenheart, 
or  split  cane,  or  other  salmon  rod,  and  tying  up  a 
Gordon,  an  Eagle,  or  a  Jock  Scott,  hie  to  the 
bank,  and  bring  him  ashore.  There  are  no 
weather  conditions  to  be  extremely  anxious  about, 
and  no  frosted  fingers  or  toes  to  be  feared.  The 
leaf  has  not  yet  begun  to  fall  too  thickly,  so  as  to 
spoil  sport,  and  the  winds  are  certainly  to  be 
"  airted  "  from  the  west  or  south.  It  is  at  such  a 
time  and  season  that  country  life  can  be  really 
enjoyed,  and  the  pleasures  of  sport  experienced  in 
full  measure,  without  any  of  the  drawbacks  so 
common  in  the  spring  salmon  angler. 

Autumn  fish,  as  a  rule,  come  easier  to  the  fly 
than  spring  fish,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  they  give 
as  good  play,  and,  being  of  heavier  weights,  take 
a  deal  more  kiUing  than  the  sprightly  beauties  of 
the  eai-lier  part  of  the  year,  which  are  keener  for 
tiae  time  being,  but  much  sooner  blown  and  brought 
to  the  gaff.  The  readiness  of  the  autumn  fish  to 
rise  to  the  fly  is  often  put  down  in  its  list  of  non- 
sportive  qualities,  but  such  is  not  the  case.  There 
is  no  fish  that  swims  more  readily  to  rise  to  a  fly, 
or  to  swallow  an  earth-worm  for  that  matter, 
than  a  fresh-run  grilse  of  3lb.  or  lib.  Yet  one 
would  run  the  risk  of  being  laughed  out  of  court 
were  they  to  argue  from  such,  that  the  grilse  is  a 
non-sportive  fish.  Why,  it  is  allowed  to  be  the 
most  sportive  of  the  Salmonidx  order,  and  gives, 
comparatively  speaking,  more  fight  for  its  size 
than  any  other  of  its  species.  The  autumn  fish 
comes  to  the  lure  more  readily  than  the  spring 
fish  at  times  because  it  swims  nearer  the  surface. 
The  temperature  is  higher  in  the  autumn  than  in 
the  spring,  and  neither  the  same  heavy  irons  nor 
the  same  sizes  of  flies  require  to  be  used  in  angling 
for  an  autumn  leviathan  as  in  searching  for 
the  lither  and  lighter  spring  beauty,  which 
usually  affects  the  deepest  parts  of  the  salmon 
"  lie." 

The  autumn  fish  move  more  slowly  than  the 
spring  fish,  resting  in  every  pool  all  the  way  up, 
and  so  are  more  liable  to  be  attracted  by  a  fly,  a 
phantom,  or  a  minnow  than  the  impetuous,  frisky, 
dashing  springer  battling  against  the  ice-cold 
waters  from  the  melting  snows.  But  when  once 
the  running  spring  fish  has  got  the  first  stage  ol 
its  journey  over,  as  it  were,  and  finds  a  congenial 
element  and  a  comfortable  "  lie  "  to  rest  in,  then 
the  Gordon,  the  Eagle,  or  the  Akroyd,  or  other 
lure  may  be  as  terribly  fatal  to  it  as  to  its  autumn 
relative  later  on.  But  the  spring  or  summer  fish 
are  not  the  only  ones  that  have  to  be  "  humoured." 
There  are  as  many  niceties  to  consider  and  con- 
ditions to  be  studied  in  selecting  an  autumn  lure 
as  in  that  for  the  spring.  The  best  art  may  be 
expended,  the  oldest  experience  drawn  upon,  and 
yet  the  autumn  fish,  although  there  in  force,  may 
be  as  stiff  to  circumvent  and  as  difficult  to  get  a 
rise  out  of  as  ever  any  spring  or  summer  migrants 
could  possibly  be. 

Theie  is  a  great  cry  out  in  certain  quarters 
about  the  loss  to  the  river  in  the  killing  of  autumn 
fish;  but  a  fish  killed,  whether  in  the  spring, 
summer,  or  autumn,  is  the  same  loss  of  a  fish  to 
the  river.  True  the  heavier  the  fish  up  to  a 
certain  weight  the  greater  the  loss  of  spawn,  and 
here  there  might  be  a  show  of  reason  and  common 
sense  in  the  argument ;  but  what  about  the  fish 
that  are  killed  by  the  netsmen  all  through  the 
months  of  July,  August,  and  on  to  Sept.  10  and  15 
in  the  latest  and  las*  fishing  districts  ?  They  are 
the  very  same  fish  the  angler  gets  later  on,  yet 
there  is  no  loss  to  the  river  in  their  wholesale 
destruction  and  almost  ruthless  extermination! 
If  they  are  not  totally  exterminated  it  is  not  for 
the  want  of  trying  to  do  so,  with  all  the  ingenuity 
and  skill  man  can  devise  so  barely  to  avoid 
breaking  the  law  sometimes,  and  very  often  just 
so  by  the  "skin  of  their  teeth"  and  nothing 
more. 

The  few  hundred  or  so  fish  killed  by  the  rods 
on  a  river  such  as  the  Tay  during  the  two  baclk- 
end  months  is  nothing  compared  with  the 
thousands  that  fall  to  the  nets  within  the  fishery 
district  during  the  last  three  weeks  of  the  season ; 
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and  what  about  the  loss  of  these  to  the  river  F 
Every  day  during  the  closing  foi-tnight  of  the 
present  season  the  Nether  Don  netting  district 
yielded  100  salmon  and  fifty  grilse  daily,  scaling 
from  81b.  up  to  381b.  and  39ilb.;  and  yet  put  all 
the  autumn  fish  together  that  may  fall  to  the 
various  rods  for  the  next  two  months  on  the 
whole  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  that  river,  where 
salmon  may  be  secured,  and  we  question  very 
much  if  the  total  will  equal  that  of  any  two  days' 
work  done  by  the  nets.  If  so,  it  will  be  a  better 
season  than  any  that  has  been  experienced  during 
the  past  ten  years. 

What  about  the  loss  to  the  river  now  ?  Where 
does  the  loss  come  from  F  The  netsmen  and 
their  friends  are  fond  of  reiterating  this  false 
argument,  and  would  fain  have  all  angling  to 
cease  when  the  legal  closure  is  applied  to  their 
own  engines  of  wholesale  destruction  and 
slaughter,  simply  because  they  can  no  longer 
share  in  the  spoil.  The  few  fish  got  by  the 
angler  are  a  mere  "  drop  in  the  bucket,"  compared 
with  the  countless  numbers  that  could  be  well 
spared  for  brood  purposes  by  the  netter,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  river,  and  for  his  own  ultimate 
benefit,  too. 

The  angling  lessee  pays  well  for  his  chances  of 
an  autumn  fish,  and  the  back-end  season  is  the 
only  time  the  upper  proprietor  can  recoup  himself 
in  any  way  for  breeding  and  rearing  in  his 
waters  that  which  mainly  goes  to  enrich  the 
cofEers  of  others. 

The  few  autumn  fish  that  fall  to  the  sportsman's 
rod  can  be  well  spared.    Taking  everything  into 
consideration  as  matters  are  nowadays,  every  one 
that  is  creeled  costs  him  on  an  average  a  £10 
note,  and  this  is  no  light  matter  in  a  country 
not  otherwise  blessed  with  over-productiveness  or 
excess  of  mineral  wealth,  and  especially  so  in 
those  very  districts  where  salmon  and  game  most 
abound.   The  few  autumn  fish  can  be  well  spared 
when,  in  return  for  their  gold,  they  bring  health, 
and  happiness,  and  pleasure  to  the  most  desirable 
class  of  sojourners  a  district  can  well  desire  to 
have  among  them.    The  few  autumn  fish  can  be 
well  spared  when  they  afford  an  incentive  to  the 
wealthy  magnate,  the  politician,  the  wearied 
thinker,  to  lay  aside  for  the  nonce  the  affairs  of 
state,  or  the  worries  of  life  and  "  fierce  domestic 
broils,"  and,  in  the  forgetfulness  of  self,  find  a  joy 
that  will  leave  behind  it  a  living  memory  that  was 
no  dream.   The  few  autumn  fish  are  at  the  best 
but  too  few,  and,  were  twice  their  numbers  creeled, 
and  thrice  the  waters  available  that  are  at  present 
at  command,  the  autumn  salmon  angler  would 
still  be  welcomed,  not  only  for  the  host  he  is  in 
himself,  but  for  the  blessings  he  brings  in  his 
train. 

It  is  not  often  that  the  salmon  angler — and  by 
that  we  mean  the  back-end  fisher  in  general— has 
a  whole  two  months  wherein  to  ply  his  art,  with 
tempting  waters  and  pools  replete  with  fish  at  his 
disposal.  Such  are  the  bright  prospects  of  the 
present  season,  and,  from  past  experience  of  over 
thirty  years'  close  observation,  we  are  inclined  to 
stake  our  reputation  that  they  will  continue  to  the 
end.  The  rivers  have  been  in  fine  fettle  for  weeks 
back,  the  sea  trout  are  already  forward  in  num- 
bers, and  the  bulk  of  the  salmon  migration  is 
movmg  slowly  on.  Fish  are  being  got  in  the 
lower  pools  of  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don,  Spey,  and  other 
lesser  waters,  and  already  a  good  few  captures 
have  been  made.  The  moors  are  now  of  secondary 
importance,  and  rods  are  multiplying  daily  at  the 
riverside.  Soon  the  migrating  fish  will  be  into 
the  mid-reaches,  while  every  tide  will  replenish 
those  vacated  below,  and  soon  the  autumn  angler 
wiU  be  in  the  height  of  his  glory,  and  the  many 
trophies  of  the  season  at  his  feet.  G.  M 


ON  THE  TREE  LINE  IN  NORWAY. 


Famous  Fish  Recobds."— In  an  article 
entitled  "  Famous  Fish  Records,"  in  the  Septem- 
ber  number  of  Harmsivorth' s  Magazine,  Mr.  R.  B 
Marston  describes  some  big  catches  made  with 
rod  ana  line  by  anglers ;  the  article  is  illustrated. 

The  Anglers'  News  and  Sea  Fishers' 
Journal.— We  have  received  No,  1  of  a  new 
paper  under  the  above  title,  which  is  "  conducted 
by  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Cormac  O'Dowd." 
It  is  nicely  printed  and  well  got  up,  and  is 
pnbhshed  by  Mr.  Vickers,  of  Angel-court,  Strand, 
and  at  4  and  5,  Gough-square,  Fleet-street.  The 
price  is  one  penny. 


With  the  advent  of  August  the  trout  in  the 
comparatively  shallow  hill  lochs,  where  through- 
out the  preceding  month  we  had  had  good  sport, 
seemfd  to  reach  the  height  of  condition,  all  being 
pink-fleshed  and  fat,  and  each  individual  when 
hooked  fighting  hard  for  life  and  liberty,  but  the 
daily  baskets  became  also  perceptibly  lighter. 
This,  no  doubt,  was  due  in  great  measure  to 
natural  causes— the    abundance   of    food,  the 
growth  of  water  plants,  the  rise  in  the  tem- 
perature of  the  water  and  its  increasing  clearness, 
and  so  on,  but  the  "  otter,"  too,  had  something  to 
do  with  it.    The  open  shallows  where  the  fish 
used  to  rise  most  freely,  and  where  that  abomin- 
able contrivance  could  be  employed,  became  hardly 
worth  drifting  over,  and  a  fair  number  of  trout 
were  to  be  caught  only  by  diligent  search  in  the 
contracted  channels  and  small  bays  where  it  could 
not  be  used.    Under  these  circumstances  a  move 
upwards  became  desirable,  and  we  transferred  our 
headquarters  to  a  small  outlying  farm  on  the  tree 
line,  which  in  this  part  of  Norway  is  about 
2500ft.   above  _  the    level   of   the   sea.  The 
house    was    situated    on    the     shores    of  a 
large  lake,  surrounded  by  mountains  ranging 
from  3000ft.  to  4500ft.  in  height.  Numeroui 
outhouses   belonged  to  it,  and  one  of  these 
was  at  least  200  years  old,  built  of  logs  with 
such  a  diameter  as  is  unknown  nowadays  in  the 
Scandinavian  forests.    Beneath  the  buildings  lay 
numerous  pairs  of  "  ski,"  sleighs  of  various  kinds, 
and  lots  of  reindeer  horns — all  more  suggestive  of 
winter  than  of  summer;  and  the  inhabitants  were 
grave  of  aspect  and  reserved,  as  if  the  severit /  of 
the  climate  were  too  much  for  them.    The  big 
lake  at  the  door  had  a  great  local  reputation  for 
the  quantity  of  trout  it  was  supposed  to  contain ; 
but  we  were  not  long  of  finding  out  that  the  fly 
fishing  included  in  its  area  was  limited  to  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  a  few  rocky  islands 
placed  somewhat  widely  apart,  and  that  trolling— 
a  most  monotonous  amusement — was  the  only 
means  of  catching  anything  like  a  decent  bag. 
On  the  third  day,  therefore,  after  our  arrival,  we 
undertook  a  walk  of  what  was  said  to  be  four 
English    miles,    but    which    turned    out  a 
liberal  five,  to  a  saeter,  with  the  object  of  trying 
a  chain  of  small  tarns  called  the  "  Black  Swan  " 
lochs.    From  the  first  things  went  "contrary." 
All  the  previous  day  and  night  it  had  rained 
heavily  off  and  on,  which  made  the  going  across 
the  moorlands  very  bad,  and  we  reached  the 
saeter  to  find  only   an   old  woman  and  two 
young  ones,  the  man  who  was  to  have  ac- 
companied us,  having,    as   luck  would  have, 
departed  on  some  expedition.     After  resting  a 
bit  and  getting  a  liberal  supply  of  splendid  milk, 
judiciously  blended  with  Scotch  whisky,  of  which 
we  had  brought  a  biggish  flask,  in  view  of 
possibilities,  on  board,  we  proceeded  in  quest  of 
the  lochs.     A  stream  from  these  passed  the 
saeter  door,  so  they  were  not  hard  to  find,  but 
the  condition  of  the  boat,  which  lay  in  a  peatty 
channel  at  the  lower  end,  was  not  encouraging, 
the  water  inside  being  flush  with  that  in  which  it 
floated,  and  the  craft  being  apparently  a  hopeless 
wreck. 

A  slight  breeze  ruffled  the  surface  of  the  dark 
brown  loch,  and  served  to  accentuate  the  presence 
of  beds  of  weeds  along  the  edges,  while  the  recent 
rains  had  rendered  the  boggy  shores  more  boggy 
than  usual,  so  that  to  get  afloat  seemed  absolutely 
necessary.    One  of  the  saater  "  piger  "  had,  with 
providential  foresight,  placed  a  piece  of  some 
coarse  material  in  the  ci-eel,  and  this  we  proceeded 
to  utilise  to  the  best  of  our  ability  in  repairing 
the  boat;  but  one  huge  crack  absorbed  the  whole 
of  it  in  such  marvellous  fashion  that  there  was 
none  left  for  the  others.    Investigation,  however, 
from  the  outside  of  the  bottom  showed  the  cause  ; 
the  stuff  was  hanging  out  in  fringes,  the  wood 
being  so  absolutely  rotten  that  it  had  no  grip  what- 
ever. On  making  this  discovery  we  felt  too  dejected 
to  attempt  further  repairs,  and  forthwith  started 
off  round  the  loch,  or  rather  lochs.    There  were 
three  different  tarns,  connected  one  with  the  other 
by  slow- flowing,  weedy  channels.  Here  and  there  a 
few  yards  of  rock  with  clear  water  alongside  gave 
opportunity  for  throwing  the  fly,  and  at  such 
spots  we  picked  up  fifteen  or  twenty  herring, 
sized  fish  and  a  couple  of  pounders,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  water  was  un-get-at-able.    The  connecting 


channels,  too,  yielded  sundry  additions,  but  the 
majority  of  those  hooked  were  lost  in  the  weeds 
and  grass.  Then  the  "  miggs  "  came  out  pretty 
bad,  the  rain  again  began  to  come  down  with 
renewed  energy,  and  the  situation  altogether  was 
favourable  to  the  discovery  of  new  and  strange 
expressions.  Close  in  under  the  bank  at  the 
mouth  of  a  small  bum  the  back  fin  and  tail,  as  of 
a  better  fish,  showed  in  oily  fashion  on  the 
surface;  promptly  the  owner  thereof  accepted 
our  proffered  Zalu,  and  the  next  instant  had 
dashed  out  into  the  lake.  It  was  no  easy  matter 
keeping  him  clear  of  the  weeds,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  he  got  in  among  them  more  than  once, 
but  at  last  we  managed  to  run  him  on  to  a 
sloping  mossy  bank,  a  handsome,  dark-coloured 
trout  of  3Alb. 

An  attempt  to  cross  the  flooded  stream  at  the 
head  of  the  lochs  proving  unsuccessful,  there 
was  nothing  for  it  but  to  have  another  try  at 
repairing  the  boat;  and  after  a  very  moist 
luncheon  among  the  stunted  pines  and  birch  trees 
that  grew  in  patches  on  the  grey,  moss-clad 
hillocks,  we  shoved  off.    It  was  queer  work,  for 
the  trout  were  rising  well,  but  it  was  impossible 
to_  keep  afloat  more  than  four,  or  at  most  five 
minutes  without  strenuous  baling  ;  while  the  oars 
and  rowlocks  were  quite  as  rotten  and  crazy  as 
the  craft  itself.    Fortunately  the  wind  blew  across 
and  not  up  or  down  the  loch,  so  that  it  was  just 
possible  to  avoid  baling,  except  at  the  end  of  each 
short  drift ;  but  nevertheless,  far  more  time  had 
to  be  devoted  to  that  operation  than  to  fishing, 
and,  of  course,  there  was  the  rowing  to  do  as  well. 
The  trout  were  a  very  mixed  lot,  for  the  most  part 
rather  over  than  under  herring  size ;  a  number 
were  between  the  |lb.  and  lib.,  and  three,  besides 
the  one  above  referred  to,  were  over  the  2lb.  By 
six  o'clock  we  were  dead  beat ;  the  25lb.  basket  was 
crammed,  and  there  were  a  good  many  besides, 
but  it  was  altogether  too  much   of  a  grind. 
Of   Norsk  saeters  as  sleeping  places  we  con- 
fess to  a  holy  horror,  but  the  weather  had 
got  worse  if  possible,  a  gale  being  added  to 
the  torrents  of  rain;  and  Ole  Olsen,  who  had 
turned  up  from  somewhere,  promising  to  accom- 
pany us  on  the  morrow  to  another  loch,  we  did 
not  attempt  the  weary  tramp  to  the  farm.  With 
regard  to  that  night,  the  less  said  the  better; 
coarse  rye  bread,  fladbrod,  and  porridge  were  the 
only  eatables  available;  the  building  was  very 
far  from  watertight ;  and  rest— much  less  sleep 
— was  quite  out  of  the  question,  for  reasons 
which  may  be  imagined  but  not  specified.  Of 
such  an  experience,  "  chippiness  "  in  the  morning 
is  a  not  unusual  result,  but  a  toilet  in  the  open 
and  a  souse  in  the  flooded  burn  were  sufficient  in 
that  splendid  air  to  neutralise  the  discomforts  of 
the  night,  and  by  7  a.m.,  accompanied  by  friend 
Ole,  we  were  off  to  Ulv  Tjern  (Wolf  Loch). 

The  morning  was  a  glorious  one ;  the  rain  had 
ceased,  and  before  the  remains  of  the  slackening 
gale  masses  of  cloud  were  drifting  across  the 
sun.  Ryper  rose  every  now  and  again  from  the 
bii-ch  and  willow  scrub ;  a  huge  "  snowy  owl " 
favoured  us  with  a  brief  audience ;  and  near  the 
top  of  our  rocky  eminence  a  brood  of  ptarmigan 
—almost  invisible  even  on  the  bare  ground— were 
running  about. 

Ulv  Tjern  turned  out  to  be  a  considerably 
larger  sheet  of  water  than  those  visited  the 
previous  day;  it  lay  in  the  middle  of  an  open 
plateau,  and  being  quite  unprotected  by  trees  of 
any  kind,  it  received  the  full  benefit  of  every 
breath  of  wind  that  blew.    Of  its  five  feeders, 
four  had  formerly  been  frequented  by  the  trout 
for  spawning  purposes,  "  but,"  remarked  Ole,  with 
charming  naivete,  after  explaining  that  all  had 
been  regularly  netted  in  autumn  for  years,  "  now, 
singularly  enough,  they  are  found  in  only  two  of 
these."  Will  Norwegian  peasants  never  learn  that 
the  depletion  of  innumerable  naturally  grand 
trout  lakes  and  streams  in  their  country  is  mainly 
due  to  the  destructive  practices  of  netting  and. 
spearing  in  the  fall  of  the  year?    We  doubt 
it.    One  may  reason  and  argue  with  them  on  this 
subject  (as,  indeed,  on  a  good  many  others  I)  till 
one  is  black  and  blue  in  the  face;  their  only 
answer  is  "  Ja,  ja,"  and  they  continue  their  mal- 
practices all  the  same  with  a  total  disregard  of  the 
futui-e  and  of  their  ovm  interests. 

The  foreign  angler  after  a  few  days,  or,  it  may 
even  be,  weeks,  of  good  sport  in  a  district  where 
lochs  abound,  is  frequently  tempted  to  make  an  offer 
in  order  to  secure  for  a  period  of  years  the  monopoly 
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of  the  fishing  rights  on  one  or  more  of .  these. 
But,  unless  he  be  exceptionally  fortunate,  the 
result  is  not  likely  to  prove  satisfactory.  The 
owners  (his  landlords)  may  themselves  stick  to 
the  terms  of  the  contract  entered  into  and  refrain 
from  taking  fish  in  any  manner  whatever ;  but 
they  are  not  at  all  likely  to  act  the  part  of  con- 
scientious water  bailiffs,  and  even  if  willing  to  do 
so,  are  unable  to  prevent  others  from  poaching  at 
the  most  critical  and  fatal  time  of  the  year,  when 
the  nights  are  dark  and  the  fish  are  crowded 
together  in  contracted  spaces  and  channels. 

To  return,  howevei-,  to  our  loch.  The  boat  was 
of  the  usual  type  in  these  regions,  neither  better 
nor  worse  than  the  one  of  which  we  had  had  such 
a  sad  experience  the  previous  day ;  but  there  was 
an  extra  hand  in  it,  which  made  a  difference,  and 
prolonged  the  drifts  and  the  time  available  for 
angling  very  materially.  The  fish  were  a  sporting 
lot,  and  in  excellent  condition,  averaging  through- 
out over  |lb. ;  but  as  the  day  advanced  the 
amount  of  sunshine  increased,  and  the  wind  fell 
light.  Mindful,  too,  of  the  fact  that  we  had 
nearly  eight  miles  to  walk  home  via  the  saeter  we 
knocked  off  at  five  o'clock,  when  out  of  the  basket 
and  the  water,  and  the  general  mess  at  the  bottom 
of  the  boat,  seventy-three  fish  were  counted. 

Small  Norwegian  lochs  are  very  uncertain 
places.  If  left  to  themselves  they  would  be  all 
right,  but  they  never  are,  and  are  subject  to  the 
caprices  of  the  natives ;  and  when,  as  often 
happens,  these  worthy  people  get  it  into  their 
heads  to  take  more  severe  toll  of  the  fish  than 
usual,  a  loch  which  may  have  afforded  excellent 
sport  one  year  may  not  be  worth  visiting  the  next. 
The  success  of  foreign  anglers,  moreover,  with 
their  superior  equipment  often  conduces  to  this, 
and  also  to  giving  the  owners  an  exaggerated  idea 
not  only  of  the  capabilities  of  their  water,  but  of 
its  market  value.  Rugde. 


A  TROUT,  MY  MASTER,  A  TROUT! 


The  large  lumbering  water-wheel  ground  and 
scrooped  on  its  rumbling  way ;  the  water-sodden, 
moss  covered,  and  dripping  boards  travelled 
monotonously  on,  on,  on,  and  the  waters  from  the 
sedate  pool  above  dashed  over  it  and  broke  into 
silvery  foam  as  they  splashed  into  the  pool  below, 
and  laughingly  pursued  their  whispering  way 
down  through  the  rich  verdant  meadows  and  on 
to  the  main  stream  from  which  they  had  been 
diverted  at  the  bidding  of  man. 

The  wheel  had  rumbled  on  for  many  a  year ;  so 
long,  in  fact,  that  the  mill-race  was  now  confined 
between  banks  that  here  and  there  were  dotted 
with  willows,  and  here  and  there  with  large 
patches  of  reeds  and  rushes  and  big  beds  of 
forget-me-nots,  and  the  strong  stream  had  hol- 
lowed out  quiet,  deep  corners  where  it  could  swirl 
and  eddy,  and  idle  its  time  away  if  it  thought  fit  to 
stay,  singing  its  sinuous  course  over  the  gravelly 
shallows  and  between  the  masses  of  long  waving 
weeds.  When  the  wheel  was  idle  the  stream  rested 
too ;  then  the  gi-avelly  shallows  were  nearly  dry  at 
places,  the  weeds  showed  above  the  surface,  and 
the  eddying  comers  became  still,  quiet  pools,  and 
then  the  big  trout  would  leave  the  main  stream 
and  seek  their  eveniiig  meal  even  as  far  up  the 
mill-race  as  the  wheel  itself ;  indeed,  that  was  a 
favourite  home  of  big  fish,  for  the  water  falling 
from  above  throughout  many  years  had  formed 
quite  a  respectable  pool,  and  when  one  big  trout 
was  caught  from  it  another  immediately  took  up 
the  vacant  position. 

But,  as  I  have  said,  the  wheel  was  rumbling 
round,  and  I  lolled  on  the  bank  as  the  long 
shadows  slowly  crept  over  the  meadows,  awaiting 
the  time  of  its  stoppage,  for  well  I  knew  that 
then,  and  only  for  a  short  time  after,  one  had  a 
fair  chance  of  getting  a  big  trout,  and  I  need 
hardly  say  that  was  my  object.  Several  of  the 
big  fish  remained  in  the  race,  while  the  wheel  went 
round,  and  the  stream  flowed  on  to  the  main 
river,  but  for  some  reason  they  would  not  rise  to 
the  fly  under  such  conditions,  only  the  smaller 
specimens  falling  to  the  lot  of  the  angler.  On 
dull  days  one  had  a  ghost  of  a  chance  while  the 
wheel  rested,  but  even  then,  for  the  most  part,  all 
that  fell  to  the  angler's  share  was  an  exasperating 
view  of  a  huge  dark  form  furrowing  its  way  across 
the  shallows,  throwing  off  waves  on  either  side 
like  a  miniature  river  launch,  and  disappearing 
into  some  deep  hole,  or  beneath  a  mass  of  tangled 


weeds.  Past  experience  had  taught  me  all  this, 
and  very  recent  observation  on  my  part  had  dis- 
covered the  presence  of  a  veritable  leviathan  in 
the  pool  below  the  wheel,  and  it  was  this  fellow's 
funeral  that  I  had  determined  on — only  the  corpse 
was  needed  to  make  the  arrangement  complete. 

Really,  his  home  was  in  a  deep  hole  some 
20  yards  or  so  below  the  pool,  and,  shortly  after 
the  wheel  ceased  its  monotonous  rumble  and  the 
stream  quieted  down  a  bit,  my  gentleman  would 
leave  his  stronghold,  furrow  his  way  up  stream, 
and  partake  of  a  hearty  meal  in  the  pool.  He 
breakfasted,  lunched,  dined,  and  supped-  there, 
and  there  was  no  mistaking  his  rise — as  I  thought. 
Other  trout  would  break  the  surface,  but  none  in 
such  a  steady,  impressive  and  businesslike  manner 
as  he  did,  and  his  meal  generally  included  some- 
thing more  substantial  than  ephemeral  flies,  for 
often  there  would  be  a  grand  rush,  and  then  quite 
a  commotion,  as  he  scattered  the  small  fry  around 
him. 

I  had  come  well  prepared  to  pit  the  strength 
and  suitability  of  my  tackle,  and  what  power  of 
brain  I  had,  against  the  subtle  cunning  and  great 
strength  of  my  quarry,  and,  even  as  I  passed  a 
caressing  hand  over  the  butt  of  my  favourite 
10-footer,  gave  a  look  to  make  sure  the  line  was 
evenly  and  neatly  wound  on  the  winch,  and  once 
more  raised  the  point  of  my  rod  and  had  a  look  at 
the  carefully  knotted  cast  that  was  trailing  4own 
stream  and  getting  well  soaked  and  ready  for  the 
battle  I  hoped  was  imminent,  the  wheel  groaned 
louder,  and  then,  creaking,  stopped ;  the  stream 
quieted  down,  and  settled  to  a  lower  level,  and  a 
few  minutes  after  the  surface  of  the  pool  was 
broken  by  a  rising  fish — but  not  the  fish  wanted. 

Very  cautiously  I  drew  my  cast  from  the  water, 
knotted  on  a  rather  large  Olive  Dun,  and  then 
watched  for  the  appearance  of  the  big  trout.  In 
the  stream  below,  and  the  pool  immediately  above, 
several  rising  fish  were  ringing  the  surface,  but 
they  tempted  me  not.  Presently,  a  decent  trout 
furrowed  its  way  across  the  shallow  and  shot  into 
the  pool,  then  another,  and  another,  and  another ; 
still  "  he  cometh  not,"  I  said,  for  the  leviathan 
did  not  turn  up.  But  I  did  not  have  long  to 
wait,  and  a  great  lump  rose  in  my  throat,  my 
heart  stood  still  and  then  thumped  away  at 
lightning  speed  as  the  noble  fish  left  his  resting 
place  and  worked  his  way  across  the  shallow,  his 
big  dorsal  fin  quite  plainly  showing  where  the 
water  was  not  deep  enough  to  entirely  cover 
his  huge  form.  He,  too,  shot — or,  rather,  majesti- 
cally sailed — into  the  pool,  and  I  gave  a  final 
glance  behind  to  again  assure  myself  of  the  exact 
bearings  of  the  rising  ground  that  I  well  knew 
my  line  must  be  kept  above  if  the  cast  was  to  be 
clean  and  direct  enough  to  outwit  the  wily  one ; 
moreover,  a  hang-up  behind,  necessitating  me 
crawling  back  to  disengage  it  meant  severely 
handicapping  any  chance  of  success,  if  not 
entirely  destroying  it. 

My  gentleman  soon  started  his  meal,  com- 
mencing operations  by  driving  a  shoal  of  small 
fry  flying  for  their  lives,  and  the  Olive  was  sent 
in  the  direction  of  the  spot  where  he  had  moved 
as  the  sun  sunk  below  the  horizon.  What 
followed  will  take  me  longer  to  relate  than  it  did 
to  actually  occur.  The  Olive  fell  short  and  to  the 
right  of  the  correct  spot,  and  floated  like  a 
haystack  on  the  surface  of  tbe  pool;  but  not  a 
fish  would  look  at  it,  although  two  or  three  were 
rising  close  by.  So  another,  and  yet  another 
cast  was  made  in  different  likely  parts  of  the 
pool — all  to  no  purpose.  At  the  fourth  cast  the 
big  fish  rose  just  behind  the  fly  as  it  hit  the 
surface,  and  I  very  cautiously  drew  it  over  him  ; 
but  his  troutship  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  Loth  to  discard  so  excellent  a  lure,  the  Olive 
was  for  a  fifth  time  sent  out  into  the  pool,  and 
was  taken  by  a  small  trout  with  a  noisy  splash. 
This  was  what  I  had  feared,  and  I  fairly  skull- 
dragged  the  wretched  fish  to  the  shallow  to  avoid 
scaring  the  big  one.  While  disengaging  the 
hook  from  my  capture  the  big  trout  rose  again, 
and  this  time  gave  me  a  view  of  his  mighty  tail 
as  he  dived  to  the  bottom  of  the  pool. 

At  this  moment  a  long  shadow  glided  across 
the  pool,  and  a  gentle  puff  of  wind  caught  up  the 
fly  as  the  next  cast  was  made,  and  carried  it  a 
matter  of  2yds.  or  more  to  the  right  of  where  the 
leviathan  had  risen.  This  was  annoying,  and  I 
was  about  to  pick  the  Olive  off  the  water  and  try 
again  when  I  for  a  second  lost  sight  of  the  fly, 
and  instantly  felt  a  slight  pluck  at  the  line. 


Involuntarily  I  struck,  while  the  thought  flashed 
through  my  mind  that  another  small  fish  had 
seized  the  lure.  To  my  surprise,  however,  a 
powerful  plunge  resulted  from  my  action,  and  the 
next  moment  a  magnificent  trout  leaped  clear  of 
the  water,  and  fell  back  with  a  resounding  smack, 
sending  the  spray  in  fairy  fountains  around. 
Thank  goodness,  my  hand  failed  me  not,  and  while 
the  lump  again  troubled  my  throat,  and  my  heart 
beat  audibly,  the  rod  top  was  lowered,  and  a  smash 
avoided.  As  soon  as  the  line  was  again  tightened 
on  my  gentleman  the  battle  began,  and  for  a 
minute  or  so  operations  were  confined  to  the  pool. 
And  the  operations  wei'e  of  a  delicate  character ; 
for  the  sullen  plunges  of  the  fish  were  alternated 
with  mad  rushes  from  side  to  side  of  the  pool,  and 
no  less  than  three  times  he  leaped  into  the  air. 
Presently  he  quieted  down  a  bit,  and  sailed  round 
in  grand  style,  while  a  steady  strain  was  kept  on 
him. 

And  now  I  was  a  little  more  collected,  and 
started  to  give  that  fish  a  demonstration  of  the 
power  of  a  10ft.  greenheart  rod.  There  was  a 
deep  channel  about  2ft.  wide  close  under  the  bank 
from  which  I  was  playing  my  quarry,  and  into 
this  I  cautiously  stepped,  and,  having  placed  the 
landing  net  handy,  I  proceeded  to  give  my  gentle- 
man the  butt,  the  idea  being  to  force  him  from 
the  pool,  and  net  him  as  he  came  over  the  shallow, 
for  I  guessed  that  he  would  not  care  to  pass  me 
in  the  channel  if  he  came  away  down  stream,  as  I 
had  every  reason  to  expect  he  would.  Un- 
fortunately, the  light  was  tricky,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  the  exact  whereabouts  of  the  fish  was  a 
matter  of  guesswork.  It  was  with  some  difficulty, 
in  fact,  that  I  followed  the  direction  of  the  taut 
line  as  it  cut  the  surface,  while  the  trout  continued 
to  bore  about  the  pool.  In  the  end  the  steady 
strain  told,  and  what  was  to  be  expected  happened. 
The  fish  came  away  down-stream  over  the  shallow 
in  front  of  me.  I  reeled  in  the  line,  and  kept  the 
rod  well  up,  as  the  trout  forged — or  rather 
dropped — slowly  down,  and  when  he  was,  as  I 
thought,  near  enough  I  kept  a  steady  strain  on  a 
short  line,  felt  by  my  side  for  the  landing-net, 
and,  of  course,  found  it  missing  !  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  I  had  shifted  a  bit  down  stream,  and  the  net 
was  quite  out  of  reach.  This  necessitated  moving 
upward,  and  the  action  was  quite  enough  to  startle 
my  anything  but  exhausted  quarry.  With  a  rush 
he  furrowed  his  way  across  the  lower  part  of  the 
shallow,  and  in  an  instant  had  bolted  into  the 
stronghold  of  his  home — the  deep  hole — below, 
the  winch  screeching  out,  and  the  10-footer  bowing 
again  and  again  to  his  powerful  plunge ;  and 
there  he  stuck  like  a  sulky  salmon  ! 

And  I  verily  believe  he  would  have  stuck  there 
until  now  if  I  had  not  adopted  somewhat  harsh — 
not  to  say  dangerous — tactics.  I  put  on  all  the 
strain  I  dared  from  where  I  stood,  all  to  no 
purpose;  it  was  like  pulling  at  a  cartload  of 
bricks  ;  and  then  I  tucked  my  landing-net  (which 
had  been  regained)  under  my  arm,  and  stepped 
out  on  the  shallow  with  a  view  of  operating  on 
my  gentleman  from  across  stream.  This  stirred 
him,  and  I  distinctly  felt  him  shake  his  head  and 
shift  uneasily ;  evidently,  he  did  not  like  that 
cross-pull.  But  stir  out  of  that  hole  he  would 
not,  until  I  stooped  down,  picked  up  a  large 
stone  from  the  shallow,  and  heaved  it  slap  into 
the  pool.  Then  he  shifted,  you  bet.  Shade  of 
Izaak!  The  line  fairly  twanged  and  hissed 
through  the  water  as  the  fish  shot  away  up  the 
channel  I  had  just  left  and  into  the  pool  above. 
Arrived  there,  he  quieted  down  again,  and  gave 
me  time  to  cautiously  approach  the  edge  of  the 
pool  and  prepare  for  the  final  struggle. 

So  far  matters  were  a  bit  in  my  favour,  but 
darkness  was  rapidly  coming  on,  and  I  had  a  fear 
that  the  hold  of  the'  hook  might  give  way.  For- 
tunately, however,  this  was  not  the  case,  and 
presently  I  felt  his  efforts  grow  weaker  and 
weaker,  and  then  I  carefully  towed  him  close  up 
and  into  the  net  that  had  been  sunk  in  preparation 
for  his  reception;  and  then  for  the  first  time 
since  his  last  grand  leap  from  the  pool,  the  rod  top 
was  lowered,  and  I  hurried  ashore  with  my  plucky 
prize. 

Not  until  I  had  him  up  the  bank  some  distance, 
quite  safely  away  from  the  edge  of  the  pool,  was 
my  captive  lowered  to  the  ground  ;  and  then,  as 
I  gazed  upon  his  noble  proportions,  the  cup 
of  satisfaction  was  fiowing  over.  To  say  I 
was  proud  is  to  but  indifferently  describe  my 
feeling ;  my  whole  body  thrilled  with  a  warm  glow 
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of  excitement.  Sach  a  grand  fighter  was  that 
fish ;  such  a  battle  had  it  been !  And  it  had 
ended  in  my  favour.  Only  a  keen  angler  under 
similar  circumstances  can  quite  understand  my 
feelings  just  then.  I  parted  the  line  about  a  foot 
above  the  fly— for  my  fishing  was  over  that 
evening— packed  up  my  rod  and  tackle,  lit  my 
pipe,  and  proceeded  homeward.  Who  so  happy 
as  I  ?  Ibis  Tag. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishino 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Abingfdon.)— The  best  tike  reported  this 
week  is  from  Sutton,  where  fourteen  barbel,  weighing 
tiUb.,  have  been  caught.   The  largest  specimen  soiled  61I1. 

  (Eton). — There  is  no  improvement  as  regards 

the  colour  of  tha  water,  but  good  takes  of  barbel  are  to 
be  had  if  baited  with  good  scoured  lobg  and  fine  tackle  is 
used.  The  Couatesa  of  Wilton  has  taken  1701b.  in  three 
days,  viz  ,  Saturday,  401b.  ;  Monday,  601b. ;  and  on 
Tuesday,  701b. ;  and  a  very  pretty  trout  of  4^lh.,  at  Maiden- 
head. The  trout  was  seea  feediag  during  the  time  her 
ladyship  was  ledgericg  for  barbel,  and  not  having  any 
trout  tackle  on  board,  Keene  made  up  a  live  bait  trace  out 
of  a  barbel  bottom  and  put  on  a  barbel  hook,  when  her 
ladyship  succeeded  in  bringing  the  spotted  beauty  to  the 
net  in  a  very  few  minutes.  I  had  a  day  on  Thursday  last 
with  Mr.  C.  Franklin,  of  Eton,  when  we  creeled  601b,  of 
barbel  (best  fish,  SJlb.),  and  on  Friday  I  had  a  mixed  bag, 
consisting  of  barbel,  chub,  parch,  eels,  and  some  good 
specimen  dace.  Mr.  A.  H.  Paice  has  had  a  few  barbel 
and  some  good  bream  up  to  41b.  6oz.  Mr.  A.  Brown  and 
the  Master  Hetheringtons  have  been  taking  large  numbers 
of  gudgeon  in  the  Windsr  r  Weir  stream.  Reach  are  still 
m  the  weeds.  I  was  looking  in  a  favourite  spot  on  Friday 
last  whftn  I  saw  one  of  the  finest  shoals  I  have  ever  seen 
in  the  Thames.  Many  of  them  were  getting  on  well  for 
2-pounders,  and  I  do  not  think  there  was  one  under  Jib. 
I  hope  to  have  first  go  at  this  lot  as  soon  as  the  weeds 
begin  to  disappear. — Cecil  Howlett. 

- —  (Henley).— The  water  is  still  very  clear  and  low, 
and  good  steady  rain  is  needed  to  improve  sport.  Gudgeon 
and  perch  are  being  laken  in  good  numbers,  and  a  few 
chub  are  taken  in  the  early  morning.  Mr.  Hughes,  fishing 
near  Shiplake,  has  caught  a  good  roach  lib.  15oz.,  which 
I  am  preserving  for  him.  The  bank  anglera  do  fairly  well 
m  the  evening  —Stanley  Mead. 

^,         (techlade,  Ciickl»de,  &c).— The  river  uo  in 

thes3  distnois  has  been  in  very  fair  order  for  geieral 
angbng,  and  some  excellent  sport  has  baen  had  with  roach, 
perch,  chub,  dace,  and  tench.  Roach  have  been  got  up 
to  IJlb.  and  l^lb.,  and  chub  up  to  SJlb.  A  perch  of  2flb. 
IS  reported  from  the  Kempstord  water,  and  Mr.  Hem- 
ming, live  baiting  with  minnow,  got  a  grand  chub  of  4lb. 
P.-C.  Bretherton  got  a  fine  pike  of  neatly  111b.  near 
logleaham,  and  reports  also  a  very  nice  lot  of  roach  in  the 
ft.  John  s  Bridge  water,  several  of  them  IJlb.  each. 
Mr.  John  Jeffreys  and  Mr.  Went  worth  Sturgeon  have 
been  having  pretty  sport  with  roach  and  chnb  in  the 
Irout  waters,  and  have  also  caught  a  few  jack.  They 
only  retained  specimen  fish,  returning  all  others.  Messrs. 
Chew,  John  Morgan,  Rawlinson,  and  others  have  been 
out.  I  saw  a  grand  pike  of  nearly  lUb.  exhibited  at  one 
ot  the  hotels  in  the  district.  Chub  have  been  taken  with 
artificial  fly,  creed  wheat,  cheese  paste,  and  lob  worm ; 
and  fine  perch  with  live  minnow.  Mr.  Foan  reports  a 
dozen  and  half  of  nice  dace,  one  afternoon,  caught  with 
gentles.  Between  fifty  and  sixty  skeletons  have  been 
found  near  the  old  Trout  Inn,  at  St.  John's  Bridge, 
estimated  to  be  some  500  years  old.— Rambler. 
^  -—.(Kichmond).— Now  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
traffic  is  off  the  river  here,  anglers  should  not  fail  to  give 
the  tideway  a  trial.  Within  tue  last  fortnight  angling 
has  much  improvf  d,  several  bank  anglers  having  had  some 
very  nice  fish  and  some  good  eels.  The  puntsmea  have 
bad  some  moderate  takes  of  fish,  amongst  them  being  H. 
Mansell,  Frank  Brown,  and  Job  Brain,  jnn.  The  tide 
ought  to  be  about  right  for  angling  next  week.— Gatnob 
and  Sons. 

■ — ■  (^treaUey).- Water  bright.  Tom  Lidger  took 
a  line  tench,  3lb.  Dr.  Fraser,  fitbing  with  a  frog,  took,  on 
b'P'-.  2,  twenty-one  chub;  on  Monday,  twentj-four; 
fishing  bstween  Wallingford  and  Basildown.— HoBAf  E  J. 
Gaedner 

— -  (Teddington).— Mr.  Sinibaldi,  jun.,  won  the 
llingeton  Club  competition,  his  take  during  the  day  con- 
sisting of  nineteen  barbel  (oply  one  retained).  One  and  a 
half  days  with  Mr.  Hedley,  six  j^ck,  two  perch  ;  one  day 
with  Mr.  T  B.  Danville,  eigbt  dozen  dace  (all  returned)  ; 
one  day  with  Mr.  Plastique,  sixteen  barbel,  largest  4|lb. 
i  A  ;    one  day  with  Mr.  Bettany  and  Mr. 

i^iiv^"*^^'  barbel,  and  some  fine  roaeh,  largest  barbel 
«iu  '  ""^^^.y  with  Mr.  Conper,  seventeen  barbel,  largest 
bib.  lloz.,  to  be  set  up  (all  others  returned).  Water  in 
Brand  condition  if  the  nights  were  not  so  cold.— W. 
McBride. 

—  ( i^irickenham).— The  water  ia  in  very  fair  con- 
aition,  and  good  sport  being  had,  although  the  fish  run 
small.  I  was  out  with  Messrs.  S.  Morby  and  G.  H. 
Howard  on  Tuesi'.ay,  who  caught  eight  dozen  roach  and 
aace.  Largest  dace,  /oz.  (but  all  sizeable) ;  largest  roaoh, 
f  oz.   All  the  fish  were  returned.— J.  Spons. 


Ancholme  Dial rict.— There  has  been  a  falling  tf 
in  sport  on  the  Aiicholme.  Further  rains  are  required  t., 
pot  a  colour  in  the  water.  Bream  still  yield  the  best 
results.  Trout  fishing  is  declining.  Twelve  small  carp 
were  caught  by  a  la  J  fr)m  a  small  pond  the  other  day  — 
Thomas  Ford  (Cais'-or). 

Coin.  Falif  jrd,  &  j.  (Glouoesterabire).— The  river 
here  la  iu  very  nice  order  for  the  autumn  fiehing,  and  the 
trout  rise  well  in  the  forenoon,  early  in  the  morning,  and 
evening.  Afewrodshave  teen  out  onthe"  Bull  "  wat"<rs, 
with  spnrt  in  the  evening,  and  the  professional  jick 
fishers  have,  I  thmk,  fairly  cleared  out  these  trout  stream 
pests,  but  they  did  not  come  across  bi  many  aa  was 
thought  would  be  the  cas3  by  some ;  in  fact,  in  one 
stretch  of  about  half  a  mile  not  a  sinjle  jack  waa  come 
across.  It  was  a  treat  to  see  tha  way  in  which  the  men 
thoroughly  did  their  work.  They  netted  several  fine 
trout,  which  were  carefully  returned  to  the  water  un- 
injured. Negotiations  are  on  foot  for  the  Oxford  otter 
hounds  to  pay  us  a  visit,  it  b^ng  well  known  that  one  or 
two  othei-3  are  rauRing  over  the  Cola  and  Leach.  On  the 
latter  river,  as  well  as  trout,  they  are  destroying  the  few 
remaining  crayfish,  and  one  has  been  trapped  that  weighed 
upwards  of  201b.  Mrs.  Plant  has  been  fishing  the  Bull 
Hotel  waters,  but  has  gone  to  Ireland  for  salmon  fishing ; 
thia  lady  puts  on  a  pretty  fly.  Mr.  Foan  one  evening 
brought  in  9|lb.  fine  dace  from  Dudgrove.  Season  closes 
on  Sept.  30,  and  best  flies  will  be  found  to  be  Black  and 
Brown  Alder,  Olive  Dun,  Red  Spinner,  and  Coach  man  for 
evening  fishing.    Weather  dull  and  overcast.— Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.  —  This  has  been  the  most 
lamentable  week  of  the  season.  The  rivers  are  lower  than 
they  have  been  for  the  year,  and  fish  are  showing  no  sport 
whatever.  In  the  evenings  a  few  trout  have  been  induced 
to  take  the  Coachman,  but  peal  are  practically  off  every, 
thing.  On  the  Tamar,  which  usually  fishes  well  when  low, 
fieherrnen  have  had  very  poor  luck.  There  are  several  peal 
about  in  the  Fowey  and  Camel,  and  more  would  run  were 
there  a  freshet.  The  higher  parts  of  the  Camel  fish  now 
as  wpII  as  anywhere. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Parningriiam,  Sutton-at-Hone,  &c.).— 
Since  last  report  I  have  been  twica  on  the  river,  though 
I  did  not  fish  on  Sept.  4.  On  the  previous  occasion  I 
hooked  four  good  trout  within  the  hour.  Of  these,  one 
broke  me,  two  came  unfastened,  and  one  (a  fish  of  a  little 
unde^  lib.)  was  duly  landed,  after  a  very  satisfactory  and 
orthodox  fight.  It  began  by  the  fiah  being  siijhtad  feedin? 
just  above  a  footbridge.  I  crawled  within  casting 
distance,  and,  looking  under  the  bridge  at  him,  cast  over, 
and  brought  the  fly  nearly  on  his  nose.  He  con- 
temptuously refused  twice.  I  then  withdrew  to  change 
fly,  and  while  doing  this  noted  another  fish  rising  nearer 
to  me  below  the  bridge.  This  I  cast  over  and  hooked ; 
but  the  hold  gave,  and  the  fiah  departed  without  alarming 
hia  brother.  The  next  cast  came  nicely  over  the  first  fish 
with  a  fresh  fly,  which  he  took  sweetly,  and  jumped  high 
into  the  air  on  feeling  the  sfeel,  and  indulged  in  various 
acrobatic  larks.  Consequently  he  was  in  the  net  in  a  very 
short  time,  and  I  was  satisfied  for  that  day,  and,  indeed, 
got  no  more.  Prospacta  are  not  bad,  but  the  water  is 
getting  low  again  quickly  after  the  little  flood.  The  best 
flies  ara  Blue  Dues,  Qaill  Gnata,  and  Sedges.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totuet  and  Bistriot).— I  notice  that  a  writer 
in  a  contemporary  aays  that  "the  waters  of  the  Dart 
Angling  Association  have  also  furnished  some  sport."  I 
expect  this  refers  to  some  time  in  the  distant  past,  as  it 
certainly  cannot  refer  to  the  preaent.  If  good  fiahing  is 
to  be  had,  there  are  a  number  of  weary  anglers  who  would 
like  to  hear  more  about  it,  for  never  probably  has  angling 
been  more  dull,  or  the  September  outlook  more  un- 
promising than  just  now.  Mr.  R.  Rogers  (Bnckfastleigh) 
killed  an  181b.  salmon.  Mr.  E.  Distin  hag  had  one  peal 
this  week,  and  Mr.  Revell  one  last  week.  Mr.  G.  Garron 
Green  has  had  as  good  luck  as  anyone  on  the  lower  waters. 
He  invariably  gets  something,  which  is  more  than  many 
rods  can  boast.  One  day  last  week  be  creeled  two  trout 
together,  on  different  flies,  one  of  these  being  a  fine  fish. 
On  Friday  five  were  basketed,  including  two  beauties,  and 
on  Saturday  two  excellent  fish  were  landed,  all  at  the 
Weir,  with  the  fly.  Yesterday  (Tuesday)  Mr.  Green 
killed  three.  Flies  to  be  used  are  the  Alexandra  and 
Silver  Drake  for  peal,  with  the  Blue  Upright,  Edmond's 
Palmer,  and  Midge  for  trout.  Water,  however,  is  very 
low.  With  reference  to  the  weirs  of  the  Devonport 
Water  Company  on  Dartmoor,  it  was  recently  stated  by 
one  of  the  conservators  that  the  fish  had  this  year 
travelled  from  the  sea  to  the  moor  early,  and  had  been 
well  distributed.  As  early  as  the  first  week  in  July  a 
salmon  was  seen  at  the  mouth  of  the  Blaokabrook.  Ic  is 
thought  by  many  competent  authorities  that  the  bad  sport 
obtained  in  the  lower  waters  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
fish  are  able  to  run  up  to  the  moor  with  little  or  no  diffi- 
culty since  they  are  able  to  surmount  the  new  weirs  on  a 
very  small  freshet.  Certain  it  is  thit  something  will  have 
to  be  done  to  prevent  the  Dart  losing  its  good  name  as  a 
fishing  river. — Detonian. 

Devonsliire  Screams.— All  the  rivers  are  low,  and 
altogether  the  September  outlook  ia  none  too  good. 
Usually  considered  one  of  the  best  months,  there  is  not 
muc a  prospect  of  anything  above  the  average  amount  of 
sport.  Few  peal,  comparatively  speaking,  hive  been 
creeled  this  season,  but  the  complaint  is  a  pretty  general 
one.  The  rivers  at  the  southern  border  seem  to  have 
done  as  well  or  better  than  moat  streams,  both  with  peal 
and  trout.  One  basket  ot  the  latter  contained  fiah  of 
34  jz.  and  17oz.  The  Otter  has  provided  a  record  in  the 
form  of  a  big  truff  creeled  below  Clamour  Bridge  with  a 
large  Red  Palmer.  The  fish  is  the  largest  killed  in  the 
Otter  for  many  years,  and  was  in  good  0  edition.  The 
dimensions,  &c.,  were  as  follows :  Weight,  41b.  3oz.  j 
length,  22in. ;  girth  at  thickest  part,  llfin. ;  full  breadth 
of  tail,  _5Jin. ;  from  nose  to  outside  edge  of  gill^in^  The  - 
Teign,  in  common  with  other  streams,  has  not  done  well 


Ills  year.  Last  season's  takes  by  net  numbered  876 
'almon,  weighing  77791b.  ;  n7i  migratory  trout,  weighing 
5821b. ;  whilst  by  rod  only  twelve  salmon  (weight  1171b.) 
and  300  migratory  tront  were  creeled. — Devonian. 

Es&  (Whitby).— Sport  on  thia  river  has  moderated 
somewhat  during  the  past  week,  mainly  coneoquent  upon 
the  wdt»r  having  run  lower  than  during  the  preceding 
week.  Notwithstanding  the  adverse  circumstances,  how- 
ever, some  nice  fiah  have  been  landed,  and  these  principdlly 
from  the  waters  near  Glaisdale.  Many  fish  are  now  well 
up  the  reachep,  but  the  above  condition  of  the  water  is 
confining  them  to  the  pools.  The  advent  of  copious  spates 
would  do  much  to  improve  sport,  but,  generally  epaaking, 
the  proep?ct  during  the  coming  week  is  fiir.  The  r.-oords 
to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing  are  :  Mr.  J.  Keighley  one 
salmon  weighing  6Jib. ;  Mr.  C.  Hellewell,  one  of  51b.  ■ 
Capt.  Wood,  two  of  51b.  and  7ib.  ;  Rev.  Swatman,  one  of 
/.b. ;  Mr.  Ralph  Keighley,  three  of  121b.,  .51b.,  and  31b  • 
Mr.  J.  Baker,  five  of  81b.,  41b.,  31b.,  2iib.,  and  2ib  ' 
whilst  a  visitor  landed  one  of  51b.  Sea  fishing,  owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  a  heavy  sea,  has  teen  somewhat  poor  — 
J.  Jackson  (Whitby). 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— One  or  two  of  our  anglers 
have  been  winding  up  the  trout  season  by  a  few  diya  on 
the  moorland  streams,  among  them  Mr.  Geo.  Smyth,  who, 
in  1  hree  days  on  the  Teign,  scored  three  dozen  very  sizeable 
fish  up  to  Jib.  apiece.  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley  killed  another 
fair  lot  of  carp  and  eels  in  the  Highbridge  district,  and  one 
rr  two  anglers  have  done  pretty  well  among  the  perch  in 
Exeter  Canal,  several  from  Jib.  up  IJlb.  each  being 
accounted  for.  Roach  have  also  shown  good  sport,  many 
fiah  from  |lb.  to  lib.  each  been  killed,  those  rodsters  who 
have  used  creed  wheat  generally  showing  best  results. 
Several  breakages  by  carp  are  reported,  but,  as  far  as  I  can 

glean,  none  of  these  portly  specimens  have  come  to  graaa  

Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Iiinos.  and  Cambs.).— Now 
and  again  a  London  devotee  J  noB  with  the  huudreda  from 
the  Midlands  in  the  quest  of  b'g  bream  and  other  fish  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Wisbech.  The  big  bream  of  the 
Middle  Level  drain  have  perhaps  afforded  the  best  sport, 
and  they  have  been  seen  in  numbers  in  the  large  stretch  of 
water  at  Outwelt  Sluice.  Sport  this  week-end  was  scarcely 
as  good  as  the  week  before,  particularly  among  roach. 
Some  good  lots  have  been  taken  with  the  worm,  and  a 
capture  of  a  fine  tench  ia  noted,  which  nearly  touched  4lb. 
Those  who  care  to  go  as  far  as  the  Middle  Drove  drain 
will  find  the  water  literally  alive  with  roach,  tench,  and 
bream.  Many  of  the  other  drains  about  the  district  are 
well  worth  patronage.  Pike  fishing  on  the  Forty-foot,  in 
the  Donnington  district,  commenced  on  Saturday.  A  few 
have  since  been  tried  for,  but  with  what  result  we  do  not 
know.  Roach  have  been  caught  along  with  tench,  the 
best  of  the  fomer  scaling  lib.  3oz. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Worth  Wott«).— Many  of  the  visitora 
have  passed  on  through  Retford  for  barbel  fiahing  on  the 
Trent.  September  i»  regarded  as  the  best  month  for  this 
sport,  but  as  yet  it  has  been  disappointing,  partly  through 
the  scarcity  of  worm.  In  their  place  we  would  recom- 
mend greaves.  During  last  week  a  good  number  of  barbel 
were  secured  at  Kelham,  a  district  noted  for  chub  fishing 
with  the  fly.  Roach,  dace,  and  chub  fishing  are  better 
than  seeking  the  barbel.  For  roach  stewed  wheat  is  boat, 
gentles  secure  the  dace,  and  wasp  srubs  will  lure  the  chub. 
At  Dunham  a  Lancashire  party  had  a  good  haul  among 
bream,  and  we  heard  of  several  captures  ot  heavy  bream. 
Local  fishermen  are  now  amusing  themselves  with  dace 
fiahing  about  Bollam,  Mattersey,  Scrooby,  and  Blyth. 
Some  have  patronised  the  canal  below  Retford,  but 
baskets  have  not  been  heavy,  particularly  among  roach. 

— 'Tj. 

Lark,  &c.  (Suffolk).— Since  the  nice  ram  we  had 
on  Friday  and  Saturday,  these  waters  have  greatly 
improved.  The  greateat  trouble  are  the  weeds.  Mr. 
Ralph,  of  Brandon,  has  cut  a  lot  of  swims  near  his  end  of 
the  Little  Ouse,  and  a  few  have  been  cut  near  Thetford, 
in  the  Thet  at  Ideham  and  West  Row.  Some  good  awima 
have  been  cut,  and  the  water  is  in  good  condition.  At 
Lakenheath  the  weeds  are  very  numerous,  but  there  are 
plenty  of  good  places  the  angler  can  find  as  he  goes  along 
the  bank.  Both  roaoh,  dace,  and  perch  have  been  feeding 
httle  since  the  rain. — Raven. 

Lea.— There  is  not  much  this  week  to  report  in  the 
way  of  sport,  as  the  river  is  by  no  means  in  good  angling 
condition.  Heavy  rain  is  very  much  wanted,  and  a  run  of 
land  water  would  just  now  come  as  a  boon  and  a  blessing, 
as  the  river  is  in  many  parts  looking  very  dirty.  Here 
and  there  good  roach  have  been  taken,  notably  at  Ware, 
St.  Margaret's,  and  Angel  Road.  The  best  roach  at  St! 
Margaret's  are  being  met  with  in  the  Broadwater;  one 
caught  here  scaled  lib.  3  jz.  Below  the  lock  I  hear  of  the 
capture  of  a  fine  trout,  a  fish  weighing  51b.  lOoz.  It  waa 
taken  by  Mr.  Hntley,  a  member  of  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers.  No  heavy  baskets  of  bream  are  reported. 
Perch  are  not  feeding  well  yet.  Following  heavy  rains 
doubtless  sport  would  improve  all  round.  The  tiioutariea 
Beane,  Stort,  and  A«h  are  very  bright,  and  are  yielding 
little  sport. — Izaak  Walton. 

Un^g  and  Arrow  (Aieomlnster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  in  capital  order  for  either  trout 
or  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  taken  ud  fine,  with 
cold  frosty  nights  and  warm  days,  and  fijbing  has 
improved  all  round,  and  the  grayling  have  been  feeding 
well  at  fly.  A  good  few  rods  hive  been  out,  and  have  used 
Wickdam's  Fancy,  August  Dun,  Red  Tag.  Green  Insect, 
Silver  Twist,  Coachman,  moths,  and  spinners.  Minnow 
fishing  has  been  tried  wich  fair  success  in  bjth  streams. 
Wasp  grub  has  been  tried  by  a  few,  and  good  trout  landed. 
The  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good.  The  Pinsley  ia  in 
order,  but  low. — Gwynne. 

Luggr,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (KingTHland).— 
Rivers  are  atill  running  in  good  order,  clear,  and  a  nice 
level.    Days  are  bright  and  hot,  nights  slightly  frosty  and 
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Joggy  generally.  Grajliug  are  bpginniog  to  lise  a  little 
treer.  Late  Brown  or  Aogast  Dan,  Silver  Dun,  and 
fri-een  Ineects,  both  plain  ani  tagged,  h  ve  done  best: 
there  a^e  also  on  Bin?  Gna^,  Srv  Blae,  Pale  September 
Dun  G>ld^n  Spinner,  and  M  d  Blue;  whilst  for  evenirg, 
Female  le  low  Dun,  Red  t^picner,  Ginger  Moth.  July 
Guat,  Wickham,  and  C  .so  m  in  are  all  good.  The  Hawk- 
stone  Octer  Hounds  accuuutpd  for  two  otters,  the  result 
of  two  days'  liuntinjj  on  the  Lugg  above  Mortimer's  Cross, 
last  wei-k  With  dull,  windy,  r  r  dn'zz'y  rainy  days  sport 
would  vi8tlyin.Drov3.-R  T.  Williams 

IHaldon  (Wiite  Lion,  FnLbridge).— Since  last 
rep  )rt  a  good  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  most 
have  had  fome  fdir  amcuur,  of  sport.  Messrs  Vince 
Spriogeit,  Lewis,  Morley,  West,  F  K=en,  hav;*  takon  a 
good  numher  of  roach,  dace,  and  peioh;  acd  Mr  West 
secured  a  pike  on  the  Ist,  about  4;b.  The  Lingford 
waters  appear  to  have  a  great  n amber  of  ro;o\i— and  scmo 
g.iod  ores,  too— and  the  sport  should  be  successful  later  on. 
The  ticketp  for  fishing  the  Langford  waters  are  ifsaed  by 
the  landlord  (Mr.  F.  Wakelin,  of  Langford  Hill)  at  53. 
each  for  the  season,  and  for  day  tickets,  Is.  each.  Mr.  T. 
Springett,  fishing  on  the  4';h  inst.,  secured  about  61b.  of 
roich  and  dace,  principilly  from  the  tidal  waters —F. 
Keen. 

Medway  CV/ateringbury).— The  river,  although  on 
the  biighr,  side,  has  been  yielding  fairlv  good  sport,  the 
roach  feeding  well  in  the  evening.  Mr.  K.  Stokes,  of  the 
Grange  A  8  ,  had  aboui  6.b.  on  Tuesday.  The  hoppers 
are  now  very  much  on  the  warpath,  and  there  is  a  d  fficolfy 
m  hndiog  a  quiet  spot  on  Sundays.— J.  W. 

Nene  (Petorborongh).  —  Sport  has  lem  largely 
participatsd  in  again  this  week,  but  no  very  exceptional 
oitches_  can  be  repotted.  The  most  favourite  resorts  in 
the  vicinity  of  Peterborough  are  Waternewton,  Castor, 
and  Alwalttn  Lynch,  and  at  these  points  generally  the 
bjst  citcnes  are  made.  Roach  have  been  especi illy  well 
on  the  feed,  and  a  la'ge  number  have  been  secured— a  few 
very  fine.  Although  in  the  daytimo  the  weather  is  nici 
and  warm,  the  nights  are  drawirg  in  and  becoming  cool, 
and  thtse  circumstances  will  very  soon  alter  the  com. 
piexion  of  matters  for  the  ordinary  angler,  who  partici- 
pates in  hi3  favourite  sport  mostly  in  the  eveniBg,  and  will 
shortly  look  forward  to  a  little  pike  fishinr.  The  pike  are 
reported  very  plentiful.— E  A.  S. 

Otter  (Btidle  gh  SaIteEton).~The  Rolls  Estate 
^.^YJ.'  ^"J"  t'le  other  important  preserved  portions 

r-t  this  river,  closed  on  Au?.  1.3  last.  The  public  water 
here  is  open  until  the  end  of  this  month.  A  few  evenings 
ago  a  VIS  tor  to  the  place  killed,  with  fly,  on  this  portion  a 
handsome  little  sea  tront  of  l|ib.  weight,  but  this  piece  of 
luck  m  ay  be  rtgarded  as  exceptional,  as  there  is  no  evidence 
ot  mai.y  such  fish  being  up  from  the  sea.  The  rise  of 
trout  13  at  Its  best  from  about  9  a.m.  to  1  p  m.,  and  again 
trom  o  p  m.  to  7  p.m.  A  Hare's  Ear,  with  gold  ribbing, 
and  the  Blue  ard  Red  Quills  are  the  best  flies.  The  river  is 
very  low,  and  weedy,  but  if  a  good  freshet  occurs  within  a 
week  or  so  there  is  no  reason  why  sport  should  not  be 
eni  yed  — Heron. 

Oase  (Hoijwcll  Terrj).  —  September  has  opened 
very  promisingly  here  for  sport  all  round,  erme  very  nice 
chub  up  to  4!b.  falling  to  the  rod  cf  Mr.  Sberrio?ham 
Among  Mr.  Lewis's  catch  was  a  bream  3 Jib.,  taken  fly 
ti.-hir.g  with  a  Bumhle;  he  also  tjok  some  very  decent 
perch  duiiDg  his  sti  y  here.  Mr.  BJacfebnrn  and  other 
genilemen  are  doicg  sery  well,  and  the  weeds  are  getting 
much  softer  and  break  away  easy  now.— A.  Sr  ARD 

Ouse  (  t.  :v.s.  Kants).-Som6  good  roach  havo 
been  captured,  as  well  as  bream,  up  to  4Ib.  the  latter,  and 
ep  endia  rudd,  two  of  which  are  close  upon  21b.  (aoh, 
weighed-in  by  Mr.  D.ndy  Sadler,  and  Mr.  R.  Rooper. 
ihey  are,  of  coarse,  b  iug  "Coopered."  Prospects  for 
end  ot  week  and  begioEing  cf  next  most  favouralle.  Nice 
VT  Li^.  *  ^^^^'^  ^*  Hemiogford  on  Saturday.  Mr 
i\ob  e  8  roach  tournameit,  which  was  held  on  the  let, 
resulted  as  follows :  Mr.  A  Crouch,  one  roach  of 
,  r  J-'-  '•  ^-  ^'^^'^>  Hoz  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Biowu, 
lib  0|3z.  The  prizes  were  ISs  ,  IOj,,  and  6s.  Ochergood 
hsa  up  to  a  pound  were  also  shown.— B.  Collin'son. 

Ouse  (St.  £9eot8).— Wa'er  very  clear,  and  small  fish 
only  have  been  had  during  the  last  few  days.  On  Satur- 
day, Mr.  Ajers  and  two  friends  got  201b.  of  roach  ;  and 
,1  ^,^<=^»''t':sh,  fishing  with  G.  Luff,  on  Tuesday,  got 
lOib  ,  but  none  went  over  ^Ib.,  and  he  has  caught  perch 
ot  nearly  i  b.  Bream  do  not  appear  to  be  feeding.  The 
weather  IS  very  erijoj able.— W  N. 

Pl^iMOUi  h.— Sport  pretty  much  the  same  as  last  week. 
Mr.  J.  a.  Bailey  hid  threa  n  ci  leil  one  evening  on  the 
bilvtr  Drake.  Several  others  were  also  creeled  All  the 
nvere  ate  in  trood  o  niition.— William  Heabder. 

Severn  (Shiewsanry).— The  river  is  in  eicellent 
ordei%  aid  a  goodly  number  of  audlera  have  been  out. 
Kiach  bshiDg  has  been  a  most  popular  pastime,  and  some 
large  creels  have  been  made.  Mr.  Bsrt  Dales,  on  several 
S'lccj-ssive  days  last  w.tk,  caught  from  thirty  to  fifty 
roacli  below  the  English  bridge,  and  oth-r  arglers.  in- 
c.udiDg  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Bccknill,  have  had  capital 
spurt,  rhe  latter  has  taken  ( ne  or  two  trout,  averaging 
about  lib.  each,  siLca  his  succ'sses  were  last  reported. 
His  total  for  the  season  is  about  twenty-five,  all  caught 
around  the  borough  onspiBning  tackle.  Master  Wycherley 
eon  of  a  well-known  Ssrtwsbury  angler,  has  this  wei-k 
caught  a  tice  tioit  of  about  |:b  ,  atd  he  recently  landed  a 
fane  grayling.  Pike  are  lunaing  somewhat  better,  and 
they  too  often  invade  the  roach  swims,  to  the  discomfiture 
ot  those  anglers  n-ho  have  ground-beiced  them  up  and  have 
no  pike  tac  le  at  hand  wherewith  to  try  f or  i  he  m arauders. 
Ihe  JHtlo  river  Rea,  a  small  but  pretty  tributary,  has  this 
season  yie.ded  fair  tronting,  Mr.  L.  Bourlay  being  among 
the  most  successful  anglers.  In  one  short  evening's  fly 
tisbing  rccsntly  he  captured  five  trout,  averaging  near  y 
Jib.  e£ch.  This  stream  is  neglected  by  its  owners,  a  d 
might  with  advantage  be  rc-stocked.    Prospects,  parti- 


cckrly  with  regard  to  coarse  fish,  are  very  satisfactory.— 
Hafren. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cfcln  (Llanymv- 

neoh);— The  weather  still  continues  all  that  can  possibly 
be  desired  by  anglers,  holiday  make'-s,  and  even  farmers, 
who  are  most  proverbial  grumblers,  cnnot.  find  fault  with 
it  at  present.  Sport  in  the  Severn  and  Vyruwy  still  con- 
tir  uf>s,  priucipally  o  mfined  to  coarse  fish  in  this  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  chub,  roach,  and  perch  are  the  most  numerous 
victims  to  the  arts  of  anglers.  In  addition  to  the  coarser 
kinds  of  fish  captured  in  the  Yyrnwy  le'pral  very  fine 
grayling  have  been  taken  recently,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  cf  a  most  succ  ssful  season  with,  what  8ra  not 
inap'ly  designated,  winter  trout.  As  for  tront,  but  one 
solitary  fpecimen  hsa  be«n  taken  in  the  A'yrnwy  in  this 
vicinity  during  the  past  week.  In  the  Tanat  also  very 
few  trout  are  now  taken,  but  sport  with  grayling  has  been 
exceptionally  good.  _  The  Cain  is  the  only  river  where 
trout  are  still  taken  in  any  quantity,  and  in  this  river  they 
do  not  grow  to  a  large  size,  but  are  very  numerous.  In 
the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  a  pike  of  8ilb.  was  captured 
a  few  days  ago  near  Llandysilio,  and  many  fine  roach, 
perch,  and  chub  have  been  taken  by  the  holiiay  visitors 
from  Oldham,  who,  as_  a  rule,  prefer  the  sport  in  the 
canal  to  what  they  obtain  in  the  local  rivers.— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bates,  SufFolk).— The  water  is  still  very 
clear,  acd  appears  likely  to  continue  so,  the  rain  of  any 
account  still  holding  eft".  Some  good  sport  has,  however, 
been  had,  principally  among  the  bream.  Mr.  Lindsey,  of 
the  Streatham  Argiirg  Society,  having  471b.  of  fish  in  one 
day,  the  two  largest,  5ib.  2oz.  and  4  b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  R. 
Hubbatd,  of  the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  who  has 
been  itaying  in  the  village,  has  also  had  some  good  sport, 
the  tffo  largest  bream  going  41b.  Ion.  and  41b. 
Some  drcnt  fish  have  also  been  taken  by  local  anglers 
duriog  the  evenings'  fisbipg,  Mr.  J.  Hunt  hav'n?  one 
going  31b.  13?z.  As  a  rule,  the  fish  want  alotof  catching, 
and  bags  have  run  small,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  so  until 
we  get  enough  rain  to  put  a  good  stream  on  — W.  T. 
Bainbrioce. 

ato-as  (Orove  rerry,  Kent).— Several  visitors  have 
been  over  dniing  the  week,  and  some  good  roach  have 
been  caught.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhonse,  secretary  of  the  Black- 
friars,  was  diwn  on  Sept.  2,  and  had  121b  of  gocd  lized 
roach,  several  weighing  over  lib.  each.— J.  W. 

Swsaex  Rivers  Harbours  and  Chichester 
Canal. — Ideal  September  weather  is  now  exceiidrted. 
A  liege  of  frost  in  tho  early  mornings  and  biigVit  sunny 
days  makes  a  visit  to  the  watertide  moat  enjoyable,  and, 
with  fish  feeding  better  than  of  late,  the  riverside  baa  bef  n 
largely  visited.  The  tidal  water  of  the  Ouse  has  afforded 
good  fpoit  below  the  broken  lock,'.  Splendid  roach  have 
been  taken.  Messrs.  Pain,  Marshall,  Streeter,  and 
Durrant  havo  had  bags  up  to  15ib.  Mr.  J.  Kitg  secured 
a  ip'cimen  roach  of  21b.  on  the  2nd.  Mr.  George 
Saunders,  among  a  2.3^lb.  take,  weighed  six  fish,  which 
turned  the  scale  at  8lb.  12  z.  Mr.  G.  Hall  had  severil 
fine  roach,  four  fieh  wers  ever  lib  6nz  ,  and  the  best  a 
hicdsome  roach  of  2ib.  24oz,  Mr.  J.  Dell  accounted  for 
twentj-two  roach,  weighi^g  together  22ib.  Uoz.  This  is, 
I  belitve,  taken  altogether,  the  record  of  tho  Sfason  up  to 
the  present.  A  few  dace,  o^rp,  and  roach  have  rewarded 
visitors  to_  the  Adur.  The  Bother  is  worth  a  visit.  The 
foliage,  with  its  autumnal  tints,  in  this  wooded  district 
gladdens  the  eye  cf  the  artist-angler ;  and  sport  among 
pike  up  to  5 Jib.,  perch  of  2ib  ,  and  roach  up  to  15  z  hes 
rewarded  visitors.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good 
order,  bar  weeds.  Pike  seem  fairly  cleared  cut.  A  few 
small  fish  have  been  taken,  the  heaviest,  I  hear,  of  4flb. 
Bream  up  to  lib.  10  z.  A  few  small  perch  and  roach  up 
to  10:z.  The  larger  bass  are  in  the  harbc.ur.  A  fish  of 
SJlb.,  taken  with  artificial  sand  eel,  is  the  heavies';  notified. 
—George  F.  Salter. 

Ttmo  diuditi^).— The  Teme  in  this  distrct  is  still 
running  in  good  oidsr  for  fishing,  bjing  clear  and  a  tair  level. 
The  weather  has  bjen  beautiful  and  fine,  with  cold,  frosty 
nights  and  bright  dajs,  and  it  has  been  in  every  way 
suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  good  numVer  of  rods 
have  been  on  the  river.  The  weeds  .re  very  thick  in  some 
parts,  and  a  good  flush  of  water  to  clear  them  off  would  do 
good.  The  grayling  are  rising  better  since  the  frosty 
nights,  and  sport  has  been  got  d.  The  best  flies  to  use  are 
the  August  Dun,  Wickham's  Fancy,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Red 
Tag,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  July  Guat,  Green  Insect,  Red 
Spicner,  Coachman,  and  moths,  and  some  good  sport  liaa 
been  had.  Minnow  fishing  has  be)n  tiled,  with  fair 
success.  Bottom  fi-hers  have  used  worm  and  wasp  grub, 
and  some  fine  trout  have  been  landed.  Fishing  on  Satur- 
day, an  anpler  with  wasp  grub  took  five  very  nice  trout, 
averaging  10 jz  each,  with  Red  Tag  and  Silver  Twist.  A 
tiicf  lot  of  grayling  were  landed  below  Ludlow.  On 
Tu-eday  sport  Wi^s  good  with  July  Gnat  and  Green  Insect. 
With  fine  weather  the  prospects  for  sport  are  very  good. 
Thfl  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear 
and  a  nice  level,  and  the  fish  have  moved  well,  and  good 
sport  had  ia  them  with  fly  and  wasp  grub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tentaury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  clear  and  is  getting  rather  low,  and  in  places  is 
grown  thick  with  weeds.  _  The  weather  has  been  beautiful 
and  fine,  with  frosty  nights  and  foggy  mornings,  ard 
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angling  has  been  better  of  late  and  more  anglers  have 
been  ont._  The  fish  have  been  moving  well  at  fly  and 
bottom  baits.  Grajlir g  are  rising  freely,  and  the  prospects 
tor  sport  are  now  gocd,  and  eood  dishes  of  trout  and 
prsyling  shcu'd  bo  landed.  The  flies  to  use  are  Silver 
Twibt,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  July  Gnat,  Auaust  Dun. 
Wasp  Gruli  has  accounttd  for  some  very  nice  fi«h.  The 
Ren.  Kjre.  .ird  Lndwycbe  ar»  all  clor. — Worcester. 

Uppar  Co'n  (Bibury,  East  GloncBstersmre).— 
The  liver  up  here  Hmongst  the  hills  is  now  in  nice  order 
for  the  autumn  fii-hings,  and  the  trout  rise  well  in  the 
parly  morning,  and  in  thn  evoLinu  just  before  sundown. 
M-issrs.  BgtrtoD-Leigh,  Wills,  Stronger,  Ranger,  and 
others  have  beon  out  on  the  Swan  water  with  some  nice 
spoit  on  the  Brown  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Sherry 
Spinner.  On  Saturday  evening  Mr.  Leigh  brought  in  a 
leash  of  nice  trout  of  Hlb.,  lib, ,  and  fib,,  which,  besides 
others  returned,  he  had  got  on  Ogden's  Brown  Alder, 
than  which  nothing  else  is  required  up  here  until  the  end 
of  the  seasf  n,  unlees  a  Pale  Autumn  Dun.  which  closes 
on  Sept.  30.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Ablington, 
Winscn,  Foss  Bridge,  Williamstrip  Park,  and  Hatherop 
Castle  waters.  The  jaokers  have  been  busy  on  the  latter 
water.  Weather  dull  and  overcast.  Cray  fishing  is  now 
on.— Sherry  Spintcer. 

Welsh  Haip  (Hei  don).— During  the  week  the 
following  takes  bave  been  recorded:  Messrs.  Summers, 
161b.  bream  ;  Godfrey,  one  jack,  61b.,  and  41b.  of  bream  ; 
Uicks,  one  jack,  51b.;  Holman,  one  jack,  6Jlb. ;  Yates, 
one  jick,  41b.,  and  31b.  of  bream;  Phillips,  two  perch, 
SJlb.,  and  two  bream,  51b. ;  Prince,  51b.  of  roach  and 
bream;  Jacobs,  two  perch,  21b.,  and  one  bream,  21b.; 
Burrows,  one  jack,  7J'b. ;  Wild,  one  jack,  41b.  The 
season  ticket  given  on  Sept  2  was  won  by  Mr.  Summers, 
with  5Ib.  of  bream, — F.  Vinall. 

Wltham.  fto.  (Dlld-Iilscalnahlre).— The  rivers 
and  drains  about  Boston  are  put  to  a  great  strain  by  the 
many  fishermen  who  ariive  week  by  week.  Every  river- 
side  house  from  Bardney  downwards  has  its  visitors,  and 
Boston  itself  is  aHve  with  them  from  Saturday  to  Monday 
and  Tuesday.  For  those  who  go  as  far  es  Boston  there  ia 
probably  nota  better  water  than  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain. 
Excellent  sport  is  repcrfed  among  roach.  Creed  wheat, 
yellow  paste,  and  gentlts  have  all  proved  successful. 
Lincasbire  arglers  have  been  doing  remarkably  well, 
takirff  not  only  fine  roach,  but  big  bream  up  to  5,h.  each. 
Sheflield  anglers  have  chiefly  sought  roach.  Whilst 
roaching  in  Firth  Bank  drain  n.  visitor  got  six  brace  of 
tench  among  his  lot.  In  the  C'owbridge  distiict  tenoh 
have  been  caught  among  the  roach  ;  one  scaling  3|lb.  was 
landed  near  Richardson's  bridge.  The  ingress  of  sea 
water  is  sgain  repirttd  at  Friestone,  but  good  lots  of 
roach  have  come  from  Old  Leake  on  the  Kelsey  lengths. 
Breim  fishing  is  again  popular  at  Kirkstead,  Langrick, 
Tattershall,  and  other  placjs,  with  the  potato  as  bait.— 
Luf'i. 

Wye  and  Deiwint  (Derbjshire).— The  above 
rivers  are  now  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  some  nice 
baskets  have  been  made  from  bo'h  streams.  Those 
gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  met  with  fair 
sport,  obtaining  creels  ranuing  from  two  to  five  brace.  "The 
Deiwent  also  has  yielded  similar  catches,  and  in  some 
cases  up  to  six  and  eight  brace,  and  these  mostly  grayliag. 
The  Darley  Dale  Club's  water,  too,  has  afforded  better 
spoit;  three  to  six  trace  have  been  obtained.  Also  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has 
yielded  some  nice  fish,  Mr,  Cooper,  on  Friday,  landed 
sixb  aoeof  good  fish.  Also  Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson,  fishing 
Matlock  Dale,  tna  grayling  weighing  lib.  7cz,,  the  best 
grayling  I  have,  heard  of  up  to  now.  Ae  the  trout  season 
is  fast  drawing  to  a  close  I  would  recommend  anglers  to 
make  the  best  of  the  time  that  remains.  CTseful  flies: 
Olive  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Ant,  Red  and  Grey 
Quills,  Apple  Green,  Black  Gnat,  and  Silver  Dun.— 
Dotterel, 

Wi  e  (Builth  Wells)  —Both  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
at  a  discount  jatt  now.  Waiting  for  a  flood.  There  is  a 
rumour  that  the  estuary  fisheries  of  <he  Wye  are  to  be 
purchased  from  the  Duke  of  Beaufjrt  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Woods  and  Forests  on  behalf  of  the  Crown. 
The  price  is  said  to  be  £15,000,  and  that  an  arrangement 
has  been  come  to  by  a  number  of  the  riparian  proprietors 
on  the  middle  and  upper  Wye  to  become  the  lessees  under 
the_  Crown  on  a  twenty-one  years'  lease,  paying  a  rent 
equivalent  to  3J  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  money.  If  this 
rumour  is  correct  the  arrangement  ia  one  of  the  greatest 
moment  to  all  the  interests  in  the  Wye  from  its  source  to 
the  si  a  — W.  B,  Roberts 

Yare  (Brundail).— Sport  is  slow,  as  the  saltwater 
pres.  es  up  very  strongly  and  sends  the  fish  off  the  feed. 
Visitors  should  try  the  Bnre  for  a  little  while  until  the 
tidoq  moderate.— W.  H.  Elsmore. 

Yjro,  S'wa'e,  Wharfe,  Nldd,  Derweat,  Ouse, 
Seo.  (Yorkshire).— With  the  exception  o(  otter  hunting 
there  has  bs«>n  little  to  be  seen  or  heard  of  in  the  way  of 
sport  on  the  Yore  from  Masham  up  to  its  source.  Prior 
to  Monday,  Mr.  Buckley,  who  has  been  in  Yorkshire 
during  the  past  fortnight,  had  very  little  opportunity  to 
show  sport  owing  to  the  high  waters,  but  by  Monday  they 
had  a  fair  chance,  which  resulted  in  a  kill  in  the  river 
which  runs  through  BoUon  Park.  Anglers  on  the  waters 
I  have  mentioned  above  have  only  had  poor  sport.  The 
fact  cf  the  matter  is  trout  are  getting  out  of  condition,  and 
it  is  too  early  jet  to  expect  good  grayling  fishing.  A  few 
pike  have  lean  caught  in  the  deeps  at  Boroughbridge,  and 
roach,  &o.,  fishing  is  fair,  the  favourite  baits  being  the 
waep  grub,  gentle,  and  creed  wheat,  but  in  some 
instances^  the  little  red  worm  has  done  equally  as  well. 
The  continuous  north  and  north-east  winds  have  almost 
effectually  soared  anglers  ;  therefore,  very  few  fishermen 
have  ventured  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe.  A  few 
baskets  of  five  brace  have  been  got  in  the  district  of  Ilkley 
with  the  aid  of  wasp  grub,  and  spinning  the  minnow  on 
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the  Aeriel  Flight.  On  the  lower  reaches  of  this  river  Bport 
has  improvt^d  amoDgst  the  roach,  perch,  barhel,  and  dace. 
Mr.  J,  Pickersgill,  tiehing  in  the  district  of  Boston,  has 
had  very  good  sport,  his  baskets  averaging  from  41b.  to 
61b.  of  mixed,  being  got  by  the  aid  of  swimming  the 
maggot.  Mr.  Ganner  has  had  also  good  sport  in  this  patt 
as  well,  his  baskets  ranging  from  41b.  to  81b.  At 
Tadcaster,  and  lower  down,  sport  has  been  good ;  Mr. 
Martin  secured  a  grand  basket  of  barbel  and  dace  weighing 
abont  lOib  ,  including  a  ba,rbel  weighing  31b.  I  am 
pleased  to  fay  the  river  Nidd  had  improved  at  the  end  of  last 
week ;  a  tew  fishermen  have  veatared  out  in  the 
district  of  Pateley  Bridge,  Darley,  and  Dacri  Banks,  and 
sport  amongst  the  trout  has  greatly  improved.  Mr. 
Shalkleton  secured  a  fine  bisket  of  ten  trout,  averaging 
from  Jib.  to  Jib.  fish,  all  caught  betwpen  the  hours  of  one 
o'clock  and  six  o'clock,  beii  g  caught  by  epionlDg  the 
minnow.  Oa  the  lower  reaches,  about  tha  district  of 
Bibston  Park,  sport  amongst  the  roach  has  been 
better  than  of  late._  Mr.  Calvert  has  secured  some  good 
baskets.  Mr.  G.  Singleton  had  a  fine  basket  of  mixed  dsh, 
weighing  51b.  15rz.  from  the  tame  place,  all  beins  got  by 
maggot,  baiting  the  swim  by  wasp  grub.  On  the  Ouse  the 
fish  are  beginning  to  feed  better;  in  the  length  at  Acaster 
several  good  fish  have  been  caught.  Mr.  T.  Skinner 
had  a  splendid  basket  weighiog  61b.  4.z.,  pritcipally 
roach,  being  got  by  fishing  with  the  maggot.  On 
the  Derwent,  several  angling  clnbs  have  visited  this 
tiver.  On  Saturday  the  Melbourne  Angling  Club  held 
their  second  match  at  Elrington,  the  weather  being 
glorious,  and  the  water  was  in  grand  condition,  sport 
being  very  good.  There  were  twenty-nine  members  fished 
All  oansht  fi§h,  except  two,  the  total  weipht  being 
411b.  12f  lb.,  all  caught  in  Ices  than  three  hours,  the  result 
being:  First,  Q.  Woodford,  61b.  lOioz. ;  second,  M. 
Brown,  4.b.  lOJoz. ;  third,  W.  Brooks,  41b.  9|oz.  On  the 
same  river  the  Burley  Atgling  Club  (Leeds)  visited  West 
Cottingwith  on  Saturday  to  fish  their  annual  match. 
Seventy-nine  members  fished.  All  caught  fiah  except  six, 
the  aggrega.te  weight  being  861b.  12Jcz.  The  water  was  in 
grand  condition.  Although  the  wind  was  boisterous  good 
catches  were  made,  the  result  being  :  Ist,  J.  Dytch,  8lb  ; 
2nd,  E.  Garwood,  41b.  Gicz. ;  3rd,  H.  Lister,  31b.  2Joz.  ; 
4th  and  5th  being  a  tie  with  S.  Dew  and  C.  King, 
3lb.  2Joz. ;  6th,  J.  Crapir,  3lb.  S^oz  ;  7th,  A.  Wood, 
31b.;  8th,  W.  Bland, 2ib  7|jz. ;  9th,  G.  Barrett,  21b  7oz. ; 
10th,  J.  Gainett,  2ib.  6|..z  ;  11th.  J.  Inman  21b.  3oz. ; 
12th,  J.  Buck,  21b.  2Joz. ;  13th,  A.  Beckwith,  21b.  If  z. ; 
14th,  S.  Smith,  21d.  Six  Tisitors  fished  the  speciil 
prize,  being  won  by  H.  Taylor  with  a  roach.  The 
York  Phcenix  Angling  Club  held  a  match  on  Friday 
at  Scorby,  kind  permission  being  granted  by  Mr.  Young, 
the  first  three  beitg  M.ssrs.  T.  Hunter,  J.  Atkinson  and 

A.  Pratt.  On  the  Oqss  several  matches  are  put  down  to 
take  place  this  week-eod.  Frospeoos  are  very  gool.  Best 
baits  will  be  wasp  grub  and  gentles.  The  weather  is  much 
cooler  than  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  week,  but 
fine,  and  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Swale,  Whaife, 
Derwent,  and  Nidd  are  in  good  ojndition  for  fly.  The 
best  flies  will  be  Fog  Black,  Poult  Bloa,  Palo  Autumn 
Dun,  Green  Insect,  Blue  Hawk,  and  Black  Midge. — John 

B.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgrach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairir>  N.B.). 

— On  27ih  ult..  Meters.  Anderson  and  Parker,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  forty  trout,  14Jlb  ;  Mr.  Ford,  two  dc  zen.  71b.  ; 
Mr.  Stuart,  on  Loch  Urigill,  eighteen,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Webb, 
on  L  ch  Boarlan,  seventeen,  51b  ;  Messrs.  Watts  and 
Johnstone,  on  L  cb  Cama,  twenty-three,  7ib  ;  and  Mr. 
Bubb,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty-fnur,  101b.  On  28oh,  Mr. 
Anderson,  on  L'lch  Cama,  ten,  6ilb.  ;  Mr.  Parker,  twelve, 
71b.;  Mr.  and  Miss  Bubb,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirteen, 
71b.  ;  Messrs.  Watts  and  Johnst'^ne,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
fifteen,  81b.  ;  Messrs.  Ford  and  Webb,  forty-four,  lllb. 
On  29Jb,  Messrs.  Webb  and  Ford,  on  L^ch  Cama,  sixteen, 
eib. ;  Mr.  Bubb,  on  Loch  Veyatij,  fifteen,  71b  ;  Mr. 
Brantour,  on  Loch  Uiigill,  fifteen,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Faloon«=r, 
thirty-two,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Scuart,  on  Loch  Cama,  six,  31b. 
On  30th,  Mr.  and  Miss  Bubb,  on  Loch  Uiigill,  twenty- 
three,  9ib. ;  Mr.  Anderson,  thirty,  121b.  ;  Messrs.  Ford 
and  Webb,  cn  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty -seven,  131b.  j  Eev. 
Mr.  Kemp,  on  Cama,  seventeen,  61b.  On  3l8t,  Messrs. 
Anderson  and  Ford,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  sixty-one,  201b.; 
Mr.  Falconer,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-seven,  7ib. ;  Mr. 
and  Miss  Bubb,  on  Loch  Cama,  fourteen,  61b.  On  Ist 
inst.,  Mr.  Anderson,  sixteen,  51b.  On  3rd,  Mr.  Falconer, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  fourteen,  6ib. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Anderson, 
thirty-six,  141b.;  Mr.  Ford,  twentj-aight,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr. 
and  Miss  Bubb,  twenty-nine,  101b. ;  Mr.  Clark,  ten,  3ib. 
— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Good  sport  continues  to 
be  had  in  tha  Edk  and  Liddle,  and  in  many  of  the  tribu- 
taries. In  Langholm  water.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  Morrison 
oiught  a  sea  trout  and  two  herling,  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone 
had  bix  herling  at  a  night  fishing,  and  Mr.  T.  Morrison 
had  a  sea  trout  and  some  herling.  Fishing  in  Canonbie 
water.  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie,  creeled  a  dczan 
herling;  and  during  the  week  Mr  Frank  Little,  Byreburn- 
foot,'Ciught  fourteen  herling  ;  Mr.  W.  Law,  Canonbie,  has 
had  eighteen  herling ;  Mr.  Wm.  E  gir,  Rowanburn,  caught 
two  sea  trout  and  five  herling.  Fiahing  in  the  LiJdle,  Mr. 
Wm.  Murray  had  five  sea  trout  and  twenty-six  herling. 
Mr.  W  Riadle  had  three  sea  trout  and  four  heriin?  at  a 
night  fishing  in  the  Liddle ;  and  at  another  fishing,  two 
sea  trout.  Mr.  A.  Porter  ui,  R  iwanburn,  has  had  two  sea 
trout  ai  d  twenty-one  her) i  eg  during  the  week  in  Lidrile. 
Mr.  Graham  had  two  s  Icuon  in  tae  Netherby  prr  server! 
water,  one  weighing  121b.  and  the  ether  16;b.  In  the 
same  water,  Mr.  Broadhurst  had  a  small  salmon  of  81b., 
two  sea  trout,  and  a  aczen  herlicg.  In  the  water  below 
Longtown  sport  has  b'.en  very  moderate,  but  Mr,  Mob- 


grove.  Globe  Hotel,  Longtown,  caught  twelve  herling  last 
week.  Other  takes  have  been  small.  In  the  Eskdale 
Muir  water,  Mr.  Jas.  Malcolm  killed  a  salmrnof  7Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Leslie  caught  two  small  salmon  in  the  mid-reaches— 
one  in  Ronad  Pool  abaut  71b.  and  one  in  the  Cauldron 
Ptol  weighing  81b.  A  fair  number  of  herling  continue  to 
be  taken,  and  sea  trout  and  h«rling  h*ve  now  penetrated 
to  the  upper  reaches  of  both  Esk  and  Liddle,  also  to  most 
of  their  numerous  tributaries,  and  some  good  takes  have 
been  made  in  these  waters.  Bait  fishing  rxpired  on  Satur- 
day la  st,  and  all  angling  unt  il  the  end  of  the  season  on  thei  e 
rivers  must  be  with  fly.  The  Sol^ay  salmon  fishings  are 
nearing  a  close  for  the  season.  With  the  exception  of  the 
Tweed,  the  Solway  is  the  last  of  (he  list  to  close  its  netting 
in  Scotland.  The  netting  on  the  Solway  expires  on  the 
night  of  the  9th  inst.  The  past  week  was  not  a  very 
productive  one  for  lessees,  and  salmon  and  grilse  were 
scarce  in  the  nets.  The  poke-net  fisherman  and  loafers 
had  odd  salmon  of  woights  up  to  20;b.  Fishing  ia  the 
lower  reaches,  Mr.  J.  Mason  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  In  the 
same  wat«r  Mr.  Foster  had  a  couple  of  sea  trout  and  some 
herling.  Mr.  Musgrove  cauaht  'hree  sea  trout  and  several 
herling  below  Longtown.  Mr,  F.  Scott  had  a  f  iir  basket 
of  herling  and  sea  trout  below  Lynefoct.  Mr.  Johc- 
stone,  of  L  mgtown,  has  had  fair  sport  with  herling 
and  sea  trout  in  the  Netheiby  water.  Mr.  Miller 
has  kid  good  sport  with  herling  in  the  Double 
water  between  Longtown  and  Canonbie.  Mr.  R. 
Steel  had  three  sea  trout  and  some  herling  in  (ha 
mid-reaches.  Mr.  8.  MeKune,  jan.,  Gilnockie  Cottage, 
Canonbie,  had  a  number  of  sea  trout  and  whiting  in  ttie 
Byreburnfoot  water ;  Mr.  Jas.  Scott  had  two  eea  trout 
and  eight  herling  in  the  same  stretch  of  water.  Several 
good  baskets  of  herling  have  bean  got  in  the  Hush  and 
Knottyholm  stream,  clc89  to  Canonbie  Bridge.  A  gentle- 
man, staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  had  four 
e?a  trout  and  a  dozen  herling  in  the  Long  Pool  and 
Prior  Pool,  both  very  good  pitches  and  easily  fished. 
Mr.  D.  Calvert  caught  three  sea  trout  in  Trnmmet's 
Pool,  below  Canonbie  Bridge.  Good  sport  has  been 
had  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleueh's  reserved  water, 
and  also  in  the  Broomholm  preserves.  Fishing  in 
the  King  Pool,  in  the  Upper  Esk,  Mr.  Wilson,  Lang- 
holm, caught  three  sea  trout  and  five  herling.  Fishing 
in  the  upper  wateis  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  W.  Anderson 
caught  S3ven  whiting  and  a  dozen  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Beattie 
had  eisht  herling  in  Sindholm  Pool  of  the  Liddle;  and 
Mr.  Walker  was  equally  successful  in  the  Gullet  Pool. 
Mr.  W.  Murray  caught  half  a  dozen  yellow  trout  and  two 
sea  trout  in  the  L'ddle ;  Mr.  Crozier  creeleri  six  herling; 
Mr.  W.  A'mstrong  had  two  eia,  trout  and  some  herling  ; 
Mr.  Jameson  had  a  good  basket  of  herling  and  yellnw 
trout  in  the  same  water  ia  the  lower  section  of  the  Lidcil ». 
Mr.  J.  Graham  has  had  good  spirt  with  herliny,  anil 
seveial  gentlemen  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel, 
Langholm,  have  occisionally  run  down  to  the 
Liddle  wa^er  by  train  and  have  eijned  good  sport 
between  Perton  L'nns  and  Liddlefoot. — Gilnockie. 

Dayerou  (Bantfs  lire).— The  river  Deveron  has  not 
been  in  very  favourable  condition  for  angling  since  the 
nets  were  removed  from  the  water.  Heavy  showers  of 
rain  continue  to  fall  at  intervals,  which  keeps  the  water 
in  rather  dirty  condition,  and  fish  will  fcircely  rise  to 
the  fly.  Durinsf  the  week  k  en  frosts,  have  also  been 
experienced  in  the  evening  and  early  morning.  There  is 
a  Cipital  appearance  of  fishii  mrstly  all  the  pools,  and 
gooa  sport  anticipated.  Oa  th«  Netherdale  sEction 
Mr.  W.  R  Bacon  1-iuded  on  the  27th  ult.  two  salmon, 
weighing  9Jlb.  end  7lb.  rtspeclively.  Some  fiae  sea  trout 
of  lib  to  21b.  were  also  caught — H.  W. 

Iioclileveii  (Kinross).  —  The  following  epoit  was 
obtained  during  the  three  last  days  the  looh  was  open  to 
the  public:  Ctl.  Scott,  Withiw,  hid  thirty-four  trout, 
251b  ,  aid  (hirty-four,  26ib.  respsctivwly  ;  Mr.  Muirhead, 
Perth,  twenty-four,  171b  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  G.  Kirk  and  Mr.  J. 
Miller,  Falkirk,  thirty-six,  241b. ;  Mr.  Dunsmore,  Perth, 
twenty-one,  13ib. ;  Mr.  J.  Riddell- Webster,  Danciisvie, 
ninr*,  101b  ;  Mr.  J.  Girdcn,  Glasgow,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
McKinnon,  Durnfries,  sixteen,  17ib. ;  Messrs.  Bramwell 
and  Bramwell,  Newcastle,  twenty-one,  12lb.  ;  Mr.  Mowat 
and  Mr.  Fenton,  Stanley,  thirty-^hree,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Youn?, 
Glasgow,  fourteen,  lllb. ;  Mr.  Sanderson  ard  Mr.  J.  P. 
Hardie,  Edinburgh,  twenty,  131b. ;  Mr.  J  B  Mills  and 
Mr.  J.  Scott,  Dundeft,  sixteen,  12lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  McKinnon, 
Greenock,  thiitfen,  91b.  8  jZ.  ;  Mr.  Murray,  Bombay,  anri 
Mr.  Cassells,  Glasgow,  fifteen,  131b  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Cameron, 
Perth,  twenty-four,  lllb. ;  Mr.  McLgan,  Peith,  fourteen, 
121b.  8jz.  ;  Mr.  Cappnn  and  Mr.  Lamcnd,  Dundee, 
eighteen,  161b. ;  Mr.  Cleghorn.  Dundee,  twenty-three, 
lllb.  8.-1Z. ;  Master  D.  Stewart,  Edinburgh,  sixteen,  lllb  ; 
Mr.  Kogg  and  Mr.  Gray.  Glisgow,  fifteen,  lllb. ; 
"  Piscator,"  twenty-thie?,  131b. — Robert  Laing. 

Nortli-Ziast  of  Scotland. — Autumn  fish  are  not  into 
the  rivers  yet  in  any  considerable  numbers  ;  evidently  the 
storm  which  acc  >mpanied  the  close  of  the  netting  season, 
and  prevented  the  tacksmen  lifting  their  leaders  at  the 
legal  closing  hour,  had  driven  them  off  th?  coast.  They 
are  now  making  their  appearance  in  small  shoals,  and  on 
Sunday  and  Monday  were  observed  fighting  their  way  over 
the  folds  of  the  D  o  jast  above  the  tidal  reaches. 
The  river  has  been  in  ependid  fettle  during  the  past 
week,  and  a  good  few  summer  fish  have  htea 
taken  on  the  upper  waters.  Oa  the  Mar  L  idge 
section  the  Duchess  of  Fife  was  out  three  or  four 
times  last  week,  and  had  excellent  sport  efch  time,  killing 
several  fiae  fish  scaling  from  ejlb.  to  12§  b.  The  most 
taking  fly  was  a  pattern  of  the  Roys.1  lady-angler's  own 
design,  aressi  d  to  her  order  by  an  Aberdeen  firm  throngh 
Smith,  Ba  liier,  and  much  resembles  the  Mar  Lodge, 
one  of  the  most  popular  of  Highland  flies,  being  a  combina- 
tion of  silver  and  black.  The  pools  here  are  teeming  with 
fish,  and,  as  previously  indicated,  the  Duchess  will  in  a  1 
likelihood  make  a  rec^^rd  season.    Oa  the  Balmoral  beats, 


Mr.  Mather,  Col.  Davids.in,  and  several  other  rods  Lave 
had  to  do  nirh  n  good  few  red  fi»h  from  the  lower  waters. 
Major  Macrae- Gilstrap  and  Lieuts.  Grabn me- Murray  and 
Mackenzie-Murray  have  the  run  of  the  Birkhall  water,  as 
the  officers  of  D<>r  Mdjeety's  Guird  of  Honour  at 
Ballater.  On  tho  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  Wilfon.  M.P., 
and  friends  are  having  an  rcoisional  polteil  fiih, 
bat  the  autumn  migration  will  be  at  legist  a  cou;j1e 
of  weeks  yet  before  they  are  into  these  p-irts. 
Almost  nothing  his  been  do'  e  in  tho  Aboyne,  Banchory, 
or  Kincardine  districts  On  the  Kiugcausie  water,  cn 
Satuiday,  Mr.  Wm.  Garden,  tackle-maker,  Aberdeen, 
creeled  the  "  first  blood  "  of  the  autumn  on  the  D-"o  It 
was  a  fine  fresh  run  autumn  beauty  of  19. b.  The  King- 
cautie  water  is  from  eight  to  nine  miles  up,  so  that  gives  a 
good  idea  of  tbo  strrngth  of  the  autumn  run  at  this  early 
date.  On  the  Banchory  Devenick  waters  an  angler  broke 
with  a  heavy  fish  and  one  or  two  mishaps  of  similarnatnre 
are  reported  from  other  districts.  On  the  tidal  waterH 
fdir  finnook  fishing  is  being  got,  the  water  be'ng  somewliat 
clear,  although  not  small.  Among  others  angling  the 
tidal  waters  and  making  fair  baskets  dailv  miy  be 
mentioned  Messrs.  Robbie,  Mitchell,  Donald,  Wattie,  and 
Capfc.  Maokay,  the  killing  lure  being  a  fly  after 
the  Red  Palmer,  called  the  Soldier  Palmer,  by 
Milne,  Aberdeen,  aid  dressed  on  double  irons  of  tw.j 
sizes.  The  Demon  and  Hare's  Lu?  are  also  do  n  j  well. 
On  the  Don  sport  has  been  exceedingly  brisk  ever  since  the 
nets  came  off,  and  it  bids  fair  to  beat  the  Dee  h;  How  as 
an  early  autumn  river  when  there  ij  plenty  of  water  to  let 
the  fish  up.  On  the  Kintorebur-gh  waters.  Messrs.  Liv, 
Skene,  and  Campbell  had  four  tine  silmon  between  tbem, 
scaling  up  to  16lb.  On  the  Grandholm  faction,  Prof-^s-ror 
Cash  and  other  rods  are  having  fi<h  every  day  up  to  201b. 
and  over,  mostly  to  the  natural  minnow.  On  the  Nether 
Don,  which  is  let  to  a  number  of  ticketholders,  excellent 
baskets  of  finnock,  with  an  occasional  prilse  and  salmon, 
are  b;ing  got  daily.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Satherliud  had  a 
basket  of  thirty-four  finnock  and  a  grilse  of  5ilb.  ;  while 
Messrs.  Beattie,  Russell,  and  others  had  aLo  sp!ei:did 
takes  during  the  week,  all  to  the  fly  ;  and  here  the 
Soldier  Palmer  was  strorgly  in  evidence  again.  On 
the  Ythaa  aid  Ugie  the  prospects  of  an  excellent 
bick-snd  finnock  and  sea  trout  ssason  are  well  assured, 
and  anglers  are  gathering  in  forca  every  diy.  The  Ytbau 
tidal  has  not  been  si  popular  for  many  years  back  as  it  is 
at  present,  although  it  is  always  crowded.  Toe  netting 
season  closes  in  this  late  district  on  Monday,  Ojt.  I,  after 
which  angleie  will  have  free  sjcpe  for  salmon,  grils and 
the  heavier  sea  trout.  There  are  no  nets  on  the  Ugie, 
and  the  only  nats  abovs  the  tidal  reaches  on  the  Ytban 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  E  lon  Castle  rnxnagement,  but 
havo  not  been  wnked  for  years  — G.  M. 

Overscaisr  Hotel  Wateis  (via  Lair/?,  N.B.) — 
Siuce  last  reported  sport  has  been  as  follows :  Oa  SStb 
ult..  Dr.  Hallowes  and  son  (Maidstone),  on  Mid-Siin.  nine 
trcuh,  4.b.  On  29ch,  Mr  Mjtiq  and  trieud,  on  Mid-Sriin, 
twelve  trout,  5|lb  ;  and  Dr.  Hallowes andson.  forty-nin^, 
12.b.  On  30;h,  Dr.  H-il'owts  aud  am,  on  Upper  Mid- 
Shin,  sixteen  trout,  GJlb  ;  Mr.  Fitztnaurice,  on  Loch 
Griam,  fifteen.  7alb.,  and  cue  fero  c  of  4.b. ;  Mr.  Maau 
and  friend,  on  Loch  Merkland,  a  fair  basket;  and  Messrs. 
Fabor  and  H  eg,  on  Lcc\  Merkland,  tivpnty-four,  8.b. 
On  31st.  Dr.  H  .Howes  and  son,  on  Tod  Shin,  eighteen 
trout.  8^lb  ;  Messrs,  Fab)r,  Hog?,  Fitzmauricj,  and 
MacKiy,  on  Loch  M- vj,  fifteen  sei  trcut,  171b.  Oa 
3rd  lust.,  Mr.  Begg  (Pais'ey),  on  Loch  Merkland,  g  t 
seventeen  trout,  81b.,  and  hooked  a  large  salmon  on  a 
trout  fly — after  two  and  a  half  hours'  play  it  broke  cS  ; 
Dr.  Hallowes  and  son  (Ma'dstone),  on  Loch  Merkland, 
twenty-nine  trout,  131b.  ;  aid  Messrs.  Mann  (London),  on 
Loch  More,  six  sea  trout,  91b. — B. 

Son^h  of  Scoi-land. — The  Border  rivers  are  in  good 
tiim  for  herling  and  sea  trrut  this  week.  There  was  more 
heavy  rain  cn  Friday,  which  caused  the  rivers  to  become 
discolourdd  on  Saturday  morning.  Oa  a  number  of  the 
rivers  the  lower  reaches  were  not  in  order  until  the  even- 
ing. Bait  fishers  were  out  on  some  of  the  waters,  and  hid 
a  few  trout  with  worm.  There  was  a  heavy  rainfall  in 
Lower  Annandale  on  Friday  afternoon,  which  ditoolcured 
the  river  1  y  night.  An  odd  grilse  and  salmon  have  been 
running,  but  anglers  rarely  put  on  a  silmon  fly  until  tha 
nets  come  off  the  Solway.  Saturday  evening  will  see  tie 
last  of  the  netting  in  the  firlh  The  netting  season  is  due 
by  law  to  close  in  the  Solway  and  irs  rivers  on  the  9,h,  but 
as  that  date  falls  on  Sunday  the  nets  will  come  off  to-night 
(Siturday).  Not  so  many  rods  hive  btea  out  this  week, 
though  those  who  have  persevered  with  fly  have  met  with 
fair  sport.  At  the  edge  of  dark  teveral  sei  trout  and 
heiltrg  were  taken  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  night  witb  fly. 
The  following  are  the  chief  notes  of  the  sport  from 
the  different  rivers  of  the  district  sitca  last  week : 
The  Annan. — Good  anglirg  was  had  after  the  deepitch 
c£  my  report  hst  week.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans,  of  London,  had 
good  sport  in  the  Murraythwaite  water,  killing  a  ealmou  of 
8  b.  with  Jack  Scot  Flv.  and  a  sea  trout  besides  At 
another  fishing  on  the  Mount  Anraa  water,  Mr.  Eaans 
killed  a  sea  trout  (a  very  fine  one)  of  3.b  ,  besides  taking 
eleven  herling.  The  same  •' ngler  bad  fair  creels  at  other 
outings.  Mr.  Thorburn,  Br/dekirk  School  H onse,  killed 
seven  herling  with  tbe  night  fly  in  Mount  Ann  n  water. 
On  Saturday  afternoon  the  Rev.  J.  C  Hir  ka,  cf  London, 
fisbi'  g  with  a  small  Devon  miimw  in  Sir  Rob?rt  Jirdine's 
portion  of  the  Annan  at  Waimantie  Islaud,  hooked  and 
landed  a  clean-run  grilse  of  51b.,  and  a  sea  trout  as  well. 
Mr.  Hicks  has  b°en  killing  a  brace  or  two  of  herling  diily 
though  he  has  not  been  fishing  above  an  brur  at  a  time. 
As  a  minnow  fisher  there  are  none  of  the  sat  ves  thac  can 
approach  him  Yesterday  he  had  a  couple  of  herling  wi  h 
smnll  fly.  Fair  ipi  rt  bee  been  had  in  the  Hnddom  Ca^'le 
water,  as  also  in  the  Castlemilk,  Dormont,  Murraythwaite, 
and  higher  waters.  Llost  anglers  arc  now  waiting  for 
some  salmon  to  ascend.    It  will  probably  be  the  end  of 
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the  month  before  th^re  are  any  head  of  salmon  in  the 
pools.  ^  The  Nith.— This  river  has  been  in  good  order  for 
trout  hBhing  durmg  the  past  week,  tut  not  much  has  been 
done  on  any  of  the  watt  ri,  A  few  herlirg  have  been  cMght 
on  the  private  reaches  with  fly.  One  angler  took  half  a  dozen 
herling  and  a  sea  trout  with  minnow.  In  the  upper  waters 
near  Sicquhar  several  sf  a  trout  and  herling  have  been 
caught  with  fly  after  dark,  and  the  Mid-Nithdale  portion 
has  also  given  a  few  herling  and  sea  trout.  LitHe  is  doing 
in  the  lower  portions  near  Dumfries.  The  Galloway 
KiVERs  — These  rivers  are  still  in  nice  order  for  fly. 
PigQing  in  the  portion  at  Dromore  last  week  an  angler  had 
fair  sport.  The  Lower  Fleet  is  giving  no  eport  this  week, 
and  nothing  comes  from  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  or 
the  Cree  of  Creetown.  Ayrshire  Kivees  and  Lochs'  — 
The  livers  have  been  in  fair  order,  and  a  number  of 
Glasgow  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  higher  Ayr 
The  catches  have  been  rather  poor,  and  of  little 
nnterest.  The  Iccks  are  not  doing  well  at  present. 
The  Derwent.— This  tiver  is  in  excellent  ply  this  week 
and  quite  a  number  of  salmon  have  been  caught  by  local 
and  visiting  anglers  since  last  report.  In  the  Cccker- 
mouth  portion  a  stranger  had  a  fine  salmon  on  Mordiy 
M  ^^l?*  n^"5i*  ^""^  several  others  have  been  caught. 
?r'^m  •j?"'^"'^*®'*  ^  8°'^^         of  ISJlb.,  and  Mr. 

h,  Todhnnter  took  two  cf  about  14ib.  each.  Mr,  H 
Moncrief  landed  a  smaller  one  of  about  61b.  or  7ib.  Mr' 
Benson,  of  Cockermouth,  had  a  salmon  last  week  of  I31b  ' 
and  several  others  had  grilse  from  3Jlb.  to  6Mb  and 
salmon  from  81b.  to  151b.  The  Efaen,  Calder,  Irt  and 
other  waters  of  the  district  have  been  fishing  pretty  well 
Mr.  Armstrong  was  among  the  moref  ortunate,  and  killed 
a  salmon  of  151b. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  On  the  lower  reaches  rod 
tshers  continue  to  en j  jy  average  sport,  but  further  up  it 
has  bawi  less  encouragiog  than  is  usual  at  this  season. 
Browiflrout,  however,  have  yielded  good  sport.  Finnock 
promise  well,  but  sea  trout  are  still  scarce.  Little  or 
nothing  IS  being  done  by  anglers  at  present.  On  the 
Lossie  the  net  fishing  has  been  about  an  average.  Like 
the  Spey  fishing,  the  grilse  averaged  from  71b.  to  81b  ,  and 
salmon  from  161b.  to  201b.  during  ihs  most  of  August 
On  the  Fmdhorn  angling  has  not  been  up  to  that  of 
former  years.  Fmnock  and  sea  trout,  however,  are  still 
doing  well,  and  brown  trout  have  afforded  satisfactory 
sport  to  anglers. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
All  the  streams  in  the  Borderland  during  the  past  week 
have  been  rnnnirg  in  excellent  CDndition,  and  many  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed,  while  the  salmon  angler 
has  also  been  in  evidence,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  takes 
given  below.  Ply  and  minnow  have  been  the  most  eucce's- 
fal  lines  amorgst  the  trout,  while  one  basket  of  8.b.  was 
killed  l.y  a  gentlemin  from  England  on  ihj  Teviot,  with 
gentles.  Of  the  others  who  have  Ijien  most  successful 
amongst  the  trout  in  the  Kelso  district  may  be  mentioned 
Mr.  Jas.  Steel,  81b.,  on  Tweed.  As  usual  at  this  season 
ot  the  year,  several  large-sized  trout  are  always  got,  and 
this  season  has  been  no  exception  to  the  rule,  Mr.  William 
Roily,  Kelso,  while  fishing  on  the  Sprouston  water,  has  had 
one  ot  8,1j.  5oz.  ;  while  on  th3  same  day  another  angler  had 
one  beauty  of  31b.  List  week,  on  the  Teviot,  Dr.  Barbour 
bimpson,  Edii  bnigh,  hadanice  dish  of  eleven  trout,  while 
on  a  later  fishing  he  killed,  during  the  evening  seven  nice 
trout,  the  heaviest  drawiug  the  scale  at  IJIl.,  In  the  Hawick 
district  one  angler  had  a  grand  bisket  of  trout,  including 
one  of  41b.  ;  while  a  lajket  of  161b.  was  killed  in  the  same 
locality  by  another  angler.  Kepoitj  from  the  Rule  water 
l*''*^™^  «ff<'ct  that  takes  of  from  81b.  to 

101b.  have  been  got.  On  the  Borthwick  water,  and  streams 
in  the  vicmity,  baskets  of  from  41b.  up  to  141b.  have  been 
billed.  In  the  Galashiels  district  some  very  heavy  baskets 
have  been  made,  boih  cu  the  Tweed  and  Gala,  every  day 
tor  a  fortnight  past.  Angling  on  the  Whitadder  has  also 
been  excellent,  and  one  basket  of  151b.  has  been  killed  by 
Mr.  A^  N.  Grieve.  On  the  Teviot.  on  Tuesday  this  week 
J?""-  !         I^obert  Eobertson,  61b.  • 

Mr.  G.  Thompson,  8lb.,  and  the  same  angler  on  the 
1  weed,  on  Monday,  had  121b.  of  grand  trout,  half  a  dozen 
ot  them  weighing  7|lb.— these  baskets  were  hilled  with 
worm  in  the  early  morning.  Mr.  William  Messer,  Kelso 
on  the  Eden,  four  miles  from  Kelso,  with  worm,  in  a  five 
hours  fishing,  creeled  lojlb,  ot  grand  yellow  trout.  Many 
other  baskets  have  been  got,  but  the  above  are  the  best 
recorded  to  date.  Now,  as  to  salmon  argling,  all  the 
tastnesses  seem  to  have  had  a  very  fair  share  of  what  has 
been  going.  On  the  Makerstoun  water,  Hugh  Scott 
MacdougaU,  the  proprietor,  had  five  salmon  in  one  day's 
fashing;  on  Tuesday,  on  the  Bingham  water  (the 
Earl  of  Home  i),  the  Hon.  Walter  Scott  Montague 
also  killed  five  fish,  the  weights  being  6;b  61b 
121b.,  141b.,  and  161b.  ;  on  Floors  upper  water! 
Mr.  Robert  Hendry,  the  fisherman,  had  two  fish  of  good 
weights;  on  the  same  water,  on  Thursday  last  week,  Mr 
J .  Wooley  killed  one  fine  salmon  of  201b  ,  one  of  61b  and 
lost  three  others.  Mr.  Miller,  the  fisherman  on  the 
Boldside  water,  on  Tweed,  has  had  a  salmon  of  171b  • 
and  on  the  Pavilion  wafer,  Mr.  Leithemhas  killed  five  fish' 
of  81b.,  81b.,  lOib.,  and  151b.  respectively.  There  seems 
to  be  a  good  season  in  store  for  the  salmon  angler  during 
the  back-end  campaign,  as  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  were 
running  freely  while  the  rivers  were  in  flood.— Maxwheel 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann.— The  weather  has  continued  dry,  with  some 
frost  at  night,  and  bright  sunshine  during  the  day  for  the 
past  week.  This  hag  caused  the  river  to  have  fallen  twelve 
inches  in  seven  days.  Should  it  continue  dry  for  a  few 
days  more  the  water  will  be  all  that  could  be  desired  for 
Buccesfful  autumn  angling.  There  were  two  rods  on  the 
river  for  the  past  few  days,  and  landed  nine  salmon  and 
grike.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  had  seven  in  three  days  on  the 
Carronroe  reach,  scaling  from  61b,  to  141b.  Mr.  P.  Dawson, 


on  the  Kilrea  section,  had  two,  81b.  and  91b.  The  season 
closes  on  30th  inst.  for  angling  on  the  Bann,  but  remains 
open  till  Oct.  31  on  the  large  tributaries,  Maine  and 
tSlickwater  — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bann  (Toomebridg-e).- Fishing  has  been  very  good 
here  dunog  last  week.  The  takes  have  been  very 
numerous  about  forty  good  fish  having  been  taken  in  all 
fine  weather  st)ll  continues,  and  the  water  has  fallen  to 
summer  level.  The  bridge  which  spans  the  ri»er  at  this 
point  18  daily  clad  with  a  good  natural  fly,  which  does 
spl«ndid  work  for  anglers. — 0.  Toal. 

Belfast  and  DiLtrict.— Angling  was  very  dull  on 
local  waters  in  the  past  week,  the  rivers  being  low  and 
clear^  A  few  fishers  were  out  on  Woodburn  and  Stoney- 
tord  Dams  with  indifferent  results,  and  scarcely  anvthing 
was  done  on  Olady  since  last  notes.  Flax  water  has 
disappeared,  and  it  seems  to  have  done  less  damige  than 
usual  this  season.  The  season  closes  cn  the  Clady 
Glsnavy,  Sixmile,  &c.,  on  the  30.h  inst.  The  season 
remains  cpm  on  the  Lagan  till  the  last  day  of  October.— 

.p^^^^^i^^^^-~^Port  has  shown  much  improvement  on 
all  the  Cork  uvers  open  for  angling,  bat  nothing  like  real 
good  sport  has  been  had  on  any  water.  The  prospects  for 
the  next  few  days,  at  least,  are  materially  improved  as 
heavy  rain  has  fallen  on  a  few  nights,  and  fish  are  now 
nnmeroas  on  all  waters.  Better  protection  appears  to  be 
aftorded  on  all  waters,  though  we  aie  bound  to  say  that 
poaching— in  some  shape  or  other- is  still  not  a  thing  of 
the  past.  All  things  considered,  however,  the  Cork  rivers 
give  ample  sport  under  favourable  conditions,  and  poach- 
ing 1)  being  kept  well  in  check.  Later.— Prosp;cts 
better;  ram  falling.— T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Bivers.— The  season  is  drawing  to  a 
close  on  the  Ballinderry,  as  angling  terminates  on  the 
30.h  inst.— to-morrow  three  weeks.  Trout  are  rising  to 
the  fly,  yet,  thoogh  slight  frosts  are  now  occuving  there 
IS  not  much  to  report  from  the  Blackwater.  It  remairs 
opon  till  Oct.  31.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— There  was 
not  much  fishing  done  during  the  past  week,  as  the 
weather  was  very  changeable— very  bright  for  most  of  the 
time,  and  afterwards  heavy  rainfalls  and  severe  thunder- 
stcrms,  which  made  the  fish  sulky.  Major  F.  D.  Bland 
took  one  salmon  of  71b.  on  3lst  ult.,  and  another  angler 
took  one  salmon  of  81b.  below  Ballyshannon  Bridge  on  Ist 
mat.  A  fine  stock  of  salmon  is  in  all  the  pools  on  the 
Erne  at  present,  and  at  time  of  writing  the  weather  is 
becoming  more  favourable  for  angling  purposes,  so  that 
some  good  salmon  fishing  is  certain  to  be  had  on  the  Erne 
from  now  to  the  clasing  day  of  the  season  on  30th  inst 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

©alway  Rivers.— The  Corrib  is  in  fr^tty  good  order, 
though  sport  is  hardly  as  good  as  it  might  be.  There  is 
plenty  of  peal  in  the  liver,  and  some  summer  fish.  On 
Clare-Galway  river  and  Spsddoe  some  salmon  were  killed 
since  last  report.  The  weather  is  getting  chilly  at  night 
"~  J  •  A.,  li. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Since  last  report  some  fair  sport  has 
been  had  on  all  the  Kerry  waters  while  the  floods  lasted. 
During  the  last  few  days,  however,  eport  has  been  back- 
ward, as  a  bright  sun  shone  down  on  the  waters  as  calm  as 
glass,  and  there  was  little  or  no  wind.  Salmon  anglers 
had  fair  spart  on  the  Laune,  Incey,  and  Flesk,  but  salmon 
anglers  out  on  other  waters  had  bat  poor  or  indifferent 
sport.  Sea  trout  gave  fair  sport  on  the  Inney,  Cummeragh, 
Tartha,  and  other  waters  in  South  Kerry,  but  on  oiher 
vvaters  sea  trout  gave  little  or  no  ipnt.  Tte  prospects  f  jr 
the  next  few  days  are  very  much  improved,  as  all  waters 
are  getting  into  better  order  at  time  of  writing.— T.  J.  D. 

Ki  lamey.— On  the  whola  sport  has  been  of  a  very 
backward  description  ginc3  last  report,  but  is  improving. 
In  the  salmon  department  matters  have  been  especially 
backward,  and,  as  far  as  brown  trout  are  concerned, 
nothing  even  approaching  average  sport  has  been  had.  At 
time  of  writing,  however,  owing  to  improved  atmospheric 
and  climatic  conditions,  the  chances  of  the  fish  (salmon 
and  brown  trout)  rising  better  to  flies  look  good  all  round. 
On  Lough  Quittane  small  brown  trout  still  give  eood 
spjrt.— T.  J.  D.  " 

Leenene  Hotel  (Eillary  Bay,  co.  Galwaj).— 
Sept.  3,  forty-three  white  trout  and  thirty-one  brown  were 
caught  on  Dhulough  last  week  by  two  rods. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  not  improved  much  since  last  report.  In  fact,  on 
many  days  little  or  nothing  was  done  until  the  late 
evenings,  when  some  fair  sport  was  had  at  sea  and  brown 
trout.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday  large  shoals  of  salmon 
and  sea  trout  passed  up  from  the  sea.  Among  the  former 
a  fine  fish  of  apparently  321b.  was  seen  in  the  Bridge  Pool. 
On  Monday  the  last  of  the  shoals  had  all  cleared  up  into 
the  lake.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much 
unproved,  as  the  weather  is  getting  more  favourable,  and 
nice  breezes  are  in  evidence.  Brown  trout  are  rising  well 
to  local  patterns  of  flies  at  time  of  writing,  and  sea  trout 
are^in^  a  fetter  rising  mood.   Water  now  in  nice  order. 

Longhs  Mask,  Corrib.  and  Wa-Pongrh.— Fishing 
above  waters  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  for  this 
past  week  has  been  very  good.  Mr.  Hnman  landed  three 
very  fine  trout,  on  Sept.  1,  of  lib.  8|oz..  lib.  (ijoz.,  and 
lib.  4ioz.,  with  two  jack  nearly  201b.  Mr.  Townshend 
got  also  on  same  date  a  large  basket  of  trout  and  pike.— 
I.  A.  J. 

_  Longh  Melvin.— Trouting  with  the  fly  wag  also  poor, 
in  consequence  of  the  changeable  weather  during  the  past 
wefk.  Mr  Fisher  took  a  fine  trout  (Saimo/ero.ri)  of  61b. 
on  Sept.  2,  and  his  fiiend  took  one  also  weighing  41b.  Mr. 
H.  Kane  took  seven  fine  gillaroo  trout  on  Sept,  3 
weighing  8Jlb.,  largest  fish  2ilb.  Mr.  G.  Andrew  took  a 
brown  trout  weighing  3|lb.  on  Aug.  31,  and  nine  others 
averaging  |lb.  each.  At  time  of  writing  the  gillarooe 
trout  are  rising  fairly  well,  and  now  that  the  weather  is 


more  settled  good  sport  will  be  had  on  the  lake  with  this 
game  and  bpantifol  trout.— M.  Roqan  and  Son'^ 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina.  co 
iaa>o).— River  m  good  or^er  and  good  supply  of  salmon 
and  grilse,  and  a  fow  trout,  in  all  the  pools  of  the  river 
but  not  taking  the  fly  well.  Mr.  Pope,  three  grilse,  191b  ■ 
Mr  Ejing.  one  grilse,  4ilb. ;  Mr.  Davis,  four  grilse' 
25ib.  ;  Mr.  Blackwell,  five  grilse,  27ib.  ;  Mr.  Kn  x  four 
grilse  231b  Sea  trout  anglers  are  getting  fioin  ten  to 
tweiity  daily  largest  3ilb.  Anglers  staying  at  the 
Anglers  Hotel,  Pontoon,  are  getting  a  good  many  trout  • 
also  sonae  jack,  largest  211b.  On  Lnughs  G.)nn  and  Cullen 
Mr.  Bell  had  five  pike,  largest  16.b. ;  Mr.  Bulien  had 
nine  pike,  largest  241b. ;  also  few  trout,  largest  2Mb  — 
Pat  Hearnes.  >      »       ^  • 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co,  Donegal),-White  trout 
iiBhing  on  the  Rosies  was  excellent  in  the  pi  t  week,  the 
lakes  being  m  good  order  acdtheweathei-  fairly  favourable 
Mr.  Paley  had  seven  white  trout  and  Dr.  Fry  a  similar 
tasket  on  Dungloe  Lake  (heaviest  fish.  2J  b )  •  Dr 
Hubson  five,  on  Dungloe  Like  ;  and  Mr.  Tarbuck,  four" 
on  Tully  Lake  (heaviest,  2|lb.) ;  Mr.  Rose,  three;  and 
Mr.  Logan,  three  (heaviest,  2Jlb).  Some  other  takes  of 
white  trout  were  made  on  Loughanure,  and  Dr.  Fry  had 
a  ealmon  of  8!b.  and  a  4ilb.  white  Irjut,  and  Master  Prv 
a  61b.  salmon.— J.  A.  B. 

SEA  WISHING, 

Brighton,— We  have  had  graad  weather  during  the 
past  week,  and  boat  anglers  have  been  cff  day  by  day  in 
great  forca.  On  Sept.  2  over  twenty  boats  off  the 
County  Hospital  ground  (mile  and  a  half  off  shore) 
Ba=s  have  boen  taken  off  the  West  pier  during  the  past 
few  days ;  a  small  boy  caught  two,  of  2  b.  each.— H 

Darrynaue  (co.  Kerry).— Pollack  anjflere  are  now 
giving  tine  sport  at  and  around  this  station.  Oa  Saturday 
four  anglers  had  fortj-five  pollack  in  about  four  hours 
and  other  anglers  cut  on  Monday  had  f  qually  good  sport' 
Weather  fine  and  prospects  good.— T.  J.  D. 

Bsal  (The  Pier).- Pier  fish:ng  is  stili  poor,  though 
some  good  specimens  of  codling  and  whitiag  have  recently 
been  in  evidence.  Boating  anglers  have  in  some  cases 
done  remarkably  well,  while  others  have  had  but  meagre 
sport.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Hewett  and  Mr.  Smale 
while  boat  fiahing  with  T.  Baker,  jun.,  took  nine  and  a 
half  score  cf  good  sized  whiting,  the  best  catch  of  the 
season.  Pier  anglers  on  Sunday  were  numerous,  but 
thtir  catches  staall,  Mrs.  Hutchings  being  top  weight  with 
a  fair  catch  cf  codling  and  pouting,  Mr.  Farley  having 
a  fine  edible  crab  and  some  pouting;  Mr.  Anderson,  a 
31b  codling  and  some  smaller  ones  ;  and  Messrs.  Simmonds, 
Glen,  Burgess,  Hammcnd,andDapere  each  landing  a  few  of 
various  sorts  A  strong  north  wind  prevailed  on  Monday 
and  Messrs.  Yates,  Dodd,  De  Soozza.  Walters,  Neame' 
and  Foster  did  but  little  at  bottom  fishing,  but  Mr.  Wood 
landed  eight  pollack,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Crate  nine  of  the 
same  species  upon  rhe  ebb  tide.  Tuesday's  pier  catch  was 
very  poor,  though  the  number  fishirg  was  very  large. 
Mr.  and  Mr?.  Huiohings  managed  a  fair  bag  by  dint  of 
great  perseverance.  Mr.  Browning  and  Mr.  Newman 
took  a  few  whiting  and  dabs,  and  Master  Reggie  Brown- 
ing's catch  of  two  pouting  brought  pleasure  to  his  youth- 
ful heart.  Mr.  Yates,  fishing  with  T.  Erridge,  had 
twenty-four  whiting  and  three  flatfish,  the  run  o'f  the 
whiting  being  very  satisfactory.  Messrs.  Browning, 
Titmus,  Bowles,  Grimer,  Newman,  Hutchings,  Turner, 
Ruegg,  Francis,  Greener,  and  Meen  did  not  bag  a  score 
between  thim  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Titmus  having  the 
misfortune  to  lose  a  fine  lobster  jast  before  it  came  within 
his  grasp.  Mr.  Wood,  fishiirg  with  J.  G.jymer,  made  a 
grand  catch  of  eight-score  five  whiting,  and  a  score  of 
tiitfish.  Water  at  present  in  splendid  condition.— J 
Rk  hahdson  (B.8.A  S  ). 

Deal.— Weather  has  been  fine  lately  for  fishing,  and  the 
water  in  very  fair  condition,  and  very  good  takes  of 
whiiing  and  flatfish  have  been  landed  from  the  bay. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  boats  have  been  scattered  about  the 
Downs,  and  takes  averaging  from  two  to  five  score  per 
boat.  We  may  take  it  that  the  fishing  season  has  com- 
menced,  and  tides  suit  well  this  week.— Edward  Hanger 
(Agent  R.S.A.S.,  Kenwyn,  North  Parade). 

Dingle  — Sport  has  been  very  good  in  all  departments, 
especially  those  cf  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting.  The 
prospects  for  next  few  days  are  very  good.— T.  J.  D. 

Fowey. —Excellent  sport  is  bein^  had  by  boat  anglers 
with  mackerel,  pollack,  and  bream,  and  some  fine  dories 
are  being  caught  in  the  harbour.  A  great  number  of 
visitors  are  now  here,  and  Thomas  Groves,  the  well- 
known  boatman,  is  in  great  request — H. 

Hastings.—Boat  anglers  can  now  do  well  here ;  plenty 
of  splendia  flatfish  and  silver  whiting ;  every  prospect  of 
a  very  good  and  early  season.  J.  Adams  out  with  a  oarty 
on  Tuesday  had  ten  and  a  half  score  of  whiting  and  fl  its  ; 
other  boats  have  done  equally  as  well.  A  5Jlb.  bass  was 
taken  on  the  Hastings  pier  on  Friday  last,  otherwise  the 
fish  from  piers  and  harbour  have  been  very  numerous,  but 
small,  but  occasionally  a  good  one  or  two,  especially  soles. 
— H.  D. 

Penzance.— Boat  anglers  are  having  splendid  sport  in 
the  bay.  Fishing  cff  Newlyn  piers  only  moderate.  We 
never  remember  seeing  more  boat  anglers  off  than  during 
the  past  week.    Weather  exceptionally  fine. — H. 

Plymouth.— This  week  we  are  busy  with  our  regattas, 
which  extend  from  Tuesday  to  Friday,  and  there  is  not  so 
much  done  by  the  amateur  fishermen.  As  I  was  watching 
the  racing  on  Wednesday  I  counted  about  thirty  boats  in 
Jenny  Cliff  Bay,  at  anchor  in  various  spots,  fishing  at  the 
bottom  for  mackerel,  and  with  my  glasses  I  could  see  they 
were  having  very  good  eport.  Boats  oin  be  obtained  at 
the  West  Hoe  Pier  at  sixpence  an  hour,  and  it  is  an  easy 
pull  across  the  Sound  to  where  the  mackerel  are  to  be 
found.  Some  of  the  boats  take  as  many  as  three  and  four 
dozen  apiece.   Some  nice  conger  have  been  caught  oc 
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epillera,  which  are  laid  down  in  the  evening,  and  under-run 
once  or  twice  during  the  night.  An  occasional  bass  is 
taken  a  so  on  these  lines.  Some  fine  pollack  have  been 
token  close  to  the  Knap  Buoy,  and  plenty  of  poutiaji  off 
the  ladies  bathing  place.  The  list  of  edible  fish  this 
month  iBclude  sole,  flounder,  plaice,  dab,  mary  sole, 
halibut,  turbot,  brill,  conger,  eel,  trout,  launce,  pollack, 
coalhsh.  lythe,  hake,  whiting,  chad,  aod  bream  in  gensral 
wrasses  in  general,  bass,  surmullet,  atherine,  Ecad  dory 
tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  sharp-nosed  ray,  skate,  Homelyn 
ray,  sprat,  hernncr,  pilchard,  twaite,  shad,  anchovy,  and 
all  shell  fash.— William  Heardee  (B.8.A.S  ). 

Scarbo  ough.— Any  amount  of  silver  whiting  in  the 
bay.  Isaac  Webster  and  party  caught  ten  fowe  on 
Tuesday  last.  Mackerel  are  still  in  the  bay,  but  are  a 
little  cfi  teed  owing  to  a  northerly  wicd.— H. 
,  yaleatia  — Sport  has  not  been  as  good  as  cxpf  eked, 
but  tair  spjrt  has  been  had  at  times  at  vaiious  fish  by 
bottom  fishers  near  Coomona  Harbour.  Bass  are  civina 
better  sport  at  time  of  writing —T.  J.  D.  »  » 

Waterville.-Spjrt  h  now  very  good  at  and  around 
this  station  at  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  bream.  On 
Saturday  four  anglers,  out  from  Dangegan,  had  407  fish 
consisting  of  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  brfam,  and 
haddocks.  Mackerel  are  numerous,  and  are  giving  good 
^rt  at  Bolus  to  anglers  trolling  with  the  usual  biits.— 


Jingling  '^xxtnves. 

Septembar  9. 

Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Amicable  Waltonians  :  Annual  dinner. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  Outing  to  Hythe. 
Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Woking. 
Cajnbridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Camden  :  Gating. 

Covent  Garden :  Outing  to  Shalford. 

Crown  and  Bockland  :  Smoking  concert. 

Earlsfield  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Elgin  :  Match  at  TJzbridge. 

Enterprise  :  Match  at  Harlow, 

North-Eist  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's 

St.  Alban's  :  Match  at  Tonbridge. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Match  at  Staines. 

Wandsworth  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Hampbon. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
September  10. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Concert  and  presentation 

Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
September  12. 

Woolwich  Brothers :  Presentation. 
September  14. 

Shepherd's  Bush :  Competition. 

Sept.  16.- 
..  16.- 


16. 
16- 
16- 
16.- 
16.- 
16- 
16.- 
16- 
16.- 
16.- 
16.- 
20.- 
20- 
23.- 
23- 
23.- 
23.- 
27.- 
30.- 
30.- 
30.- 
30.- 


-  Albion  Brothers  :  Match  at  8  b.  Margaret's. 
-Amicable  Waltonians  :  Prize  outing. 
-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Match. 
-Caniing  Town  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
-Uapbam  Junction  :  Outing  to  Guildford 
-Cobden  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
-East  Dulwich  :  Oatinir  to  Polborough 
-Harcourt :  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Junipr  Piscatorials :  Roving  match. 
-Original  Alexandra  :  Outing  at  Harlow 
-PhcBiJix:  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 
-B^  yal  Oak  :  Match  at  Waltham. 
-West  Green :  Annual  dinner  and  outine 
-Cobden  :  Concert. 
-Royal  George :  Visit. 

-Brunswick  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel 
-Chssold :  Outing  to  Amberley 
"w"H°^  Norfolk :  Match  at  Rickmansworth 
■Wal'hamstow  :  Outipg  to  Amberley. 
-Oglander  :  Outing  to  Broxbourne. 
-Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill 
-Brompton  :  Snppar  match  at  Bourne  Bad  " 
-Ualston  :  Prize  outing. 
-Dibdin  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 


l^mxts  km  Clubs 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsdav 
avenme.  Address  "  Editor  Pishing  Gazstte.  St. 
^stan  s  House,  Petter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
R^vort"  outside  envelope. 

r^^l^^t'-  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden 
Lans,  Barbican,  E.C.-Pinance  committee  will  meet  at 
HL^Tn  '  85''"^\0'""«ii«ee  at  9  p.m.,  on  Monday  next, 
&fordlm,N.^°°"^""''  ^^"^^^--y'  J^-ty-oad; 

..fj"**?}*"'  ®?»eT0.1«nti  Sooiety.-A  special  general 
committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening, 
Secretaty  °°  important  business.— R.  GHrBNEY, 

T  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visitinff 

R,^!""^  "^^^  I'"'*  °°  8°es  to  the  Islington 

A^.n  J^on-iay  ?ext  Sept.  10  ;  address,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbary-road,  Islington.— Ben  Abrahams 
W^ff''^?"''^  f^^^^'^S'  Society,  Winstanley  Arms. 
Winstanley-road.  Clapham  Tunction.  -  Since  last  report 
Pa1nt«r  '^iif^  ^fi  Mccessful  in  getting  fish  .  Messrs  A. 
rainter,  9ilb.  of  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  A.  Pike,  E. 
Stuckey,  and  A.  Churober  had  bream,  roach,  and  perch 


Will  members  please  attend  next  week  to  decide  locale  of 
match.    We  made  another  member  last  meeting.— Alk 
Painter.  ° 

T  "^u  "i."*^  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W.— The  annual  supcer  and  distribution 
ot  prizes  was  a  great  success.  The  prizes,  which  were  for 
almost  every  variety  of  fish,  exceeded  £7.  We  return 
tbenbs  to  those  who  contributed  prizes,  and  who  by  their 
presence  ho  ped  to  make  our  first  distribution  a  success. 
Capital  songs  were  sung  by  Messrs.  Bates,  Drysdale, 
IJicknell,  J.  O  Brien,  &c.  Members  should  turn  up  on 
Monday  next  for  important  business.— H.  Langton 

Albion  Brothers  An»rlm^  Sooiery,  '  The 
Frampton  Arms,  WeU-street.  Hackney.— On  Sept.  2  the 
show  of  fish  was  not  a  large  one,  but  some  decent  roach 
were  on  the  trajs,  brought  in  by  Messrs.  C.  Bunyon,  H 
Banyon,  C.  Osborne,  and  J.  Allen.  We  have  a  peg-down 
match  on  Sept.  16  at  St.  Margaret's,  from  the  Bungalow 
to  the  bridge ;  all  to  go  by  first  and  second  trains,  and 
show  fash  at  six  o'clock  at  the  Rose  and  Crown;  iick 
barred.  There  are  several  good  prizes  for  this  oniiog 
besides  which  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Gibson,  who  was  pro- 
posed as  an  hon.  mjmber.  offered  a  silver  medal  or  a  silver 
watch  for  the  best  specimen  fish.  Messrs.  Teowell  and 
Inbersole  are  the  stewards  for  the  occation.  One  new 
working  member  proposed,  and  one  formally  admitted.— 
A.  Penton. 

Allason  United  Erothen  Anglinsf  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel,  Uxbridge-street.  Netting  Hill 
A  A  '  )^  r^"''  cup  competition  takes  place  in  the 

A.  A.  Fishery  Uxbridge,  on  Sept.  16;  conditions  as  per 
farst  match.— Ben  Arraham.s. 

Alma  Aagrliug  Soomy,  Coach  and  Horses,  Porte 
mouth-place,    Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.- On  Sept.  2  the 
i?^",>f  ^^Igli.ed-in  :  Mr.  Brandon,  roach  and  bream, 
I7lb. ;  Mr.  UttiBg,  roach  and  bream,  151b.  6oz. ;  Mr. 
Smart,  roach  and  bream,  71b.  Soz, ;  Mr.  Drew,  roach  and 
bream ;  and  Mr.  Hall,  roach.— J.  Chambers 
fcft^^a.       ^rothexB    Angrlinff  Society,  Bald- 
taced   btag    Worship-square.  —  A   record  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last,  when  important  business  was  got  through 
baveral  of  our  members  weighed-in  on  Sept.  2.  Our 
second  outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  30,  from  Burnt  Mill  to 
Harlow.      Next  Wednesday  will  be  quarterly  night 
Another  new  member  has  been  made.— G.  Haynes 

Amicable  Waltonian  Anglingr  Society  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkeuwell.— 
Un  bept.  2  we  had  a  good  show  of  fish.  Mr.  Lambert 
roach  and  bream,  among  them  four  roach,  lib.  8oz. 
lib  7cz.,  lib.  5oz.,  lib  4oz. ;  Mr.  Cripps,  bream;  Mr 
MntcheLB,  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Brealstorth,  roach  ;  Mr 
Payne,  bream  and  roach.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place 
on  Sept  9,  at  the  Arun  Hotel,  Pulborough.  Next  prize 
outing,  Sept.  16.— A.  Ceipps. 

R.tv^?^nM^*^^*^®o'^^^^*"^8r  Society.  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.-At  the  last  weekly  meeting 
Mr.  G.  Mallett  presided.  Several  reports  of  fish  taken  by 
members  who  had  lately  been  away  on  their  holidays. 
Ihe  monthly  outing  for  September  was  fixed  for  the 
Military  Canal  at  Hythe,  on  Sept.  9;  bjok  by  S  E  R 
excnrsioa  33  ;  from  London  Bridge,  8.21 ;  New  Cross, 
8  2b ;  returning  by  8  p  m.  train.  Preliminary  arrange 
mMits  were  made  for  puno  match  in  October.— J  W 
H^^^^w'®?  A-gling  Nag's 

W  '9  W^?.d8worth-road,  S.W.-Our  prize  outing  on 
Sept  2  resulted  as  follows:  Messrs.  A.  Dejonge,  first,  with 
two  tench,  3  b.  lO^oz. ;  F.  Aplin,  second,  with  Ijlb.  roach 
and  bream  ;  third  and  fourth  prizes  not  taken.  Members 
are  requeBted  to  attend  next  Tuesday  to  hear  the  report 
from  the  delegates  who  attended  the  Stockwell  Angling 
Society  with  respect  to  friendly  match.— A.  De.tonge 

£eimond»ejr  BroiiiexB  AngUug  Boii»i,^  Wool 
pack,_  Berinondsey-street.-Only  one  member,  Mr  J 

a}^"'  n^^eighed-ia  on  Sept.  2,  131b.  lloz.  of  roach  and 
rudd.  Ihe  competition  for  the  September  series  of 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Sept.  16.  Pkca  and  con 
CoNN^  decided  at  the  meeting  on  Sept.  12.— Alf 

aJ?3u  ^P^^fl  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 

Southwark-street,  S.B.-8everal  members  weighed-in  on 
csept.  .i.  Mr.  W.  Stone,  nice  show  of  roach  (two  largest 
weighing  respectively  21b.  2oz.  and  lib.  ISfoz  )  the  largest 
one  18  being  set  up  by  club;  Mr.  Wheelhouse.  nice  show 
ot  roa^h,  eleven  fish  weighing  fib.  to  lib.  each  ;  Mr.  Merry- 
gold,  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Kobelt,  jick;  Mr.  F.  Barker 
^""^'a  September  series  of  prizes  at  Woking 

Broad  Meads,  on  Sept.  9.  Start  Waterloo  8  30.  return 
Woking  8.6 ;  start  by  signal.  Mr.  Warren  was  made 
honorary  member.— J.  Wheelhouse. 
Rifnif^'^®^"^  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-cresoent,  Notting  Hill.-AU  the  prizes  were 
taken  m  subscription  match  on  Sept.  2,  but  the 
takes  were  very  small.  Wilkins,  first ;  Parker,  second  • 
A*lu°°'™-"'^'  Smedmore  also  had  fish.  We  made  Mr 
Arther  Wisman  a  working  member,  and  Mr.  R.  Johnson 
honorary  on  Wednesday.  The  first  meeting  to  form 
committee,  elect  ofiioers,  &o..  for  the  competition  will 
take  place  at  above  house  on  Thursday,  Sept.  13  at  nine 
o  clock.  I  hope  aU  clabs  wiU  send  a  delegate,  so  that  if 
possible  we  can  make  it  even  a  greater  sucoees  than  last 
year. — C.  Chaplais. 

ra^l»°??9 ''w^*v,*T?°,l'^®"4^^8'"»8f  Society.  Windsor 
Oastle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Sept.  2  Mr  F  S 
l-avett  weighed-in  bream  and  tench,  161b.  ll^oz  ,  one  tench 
weighing  lib.  lljoz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Drew,  bream  and  perch, 
»lo.  ooz. ;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  bream,  61b.  Joz. ;  Mr.  J.  Sinclair 
roach  and  dace.— T.  Paternoster.  <=inoio.iv, 

M,Wf*^®  ^"^M"^  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road.  -  At  our  last  meeting  some  important 
business  was  transacted  and  good  catches  of  fish  reportid 
Messrs.  Brabm,  Gilmore,  and  Grundy,  fishing  in  a  Shroc- 
1°"!?;®'  *  "''^^d  bdg  of  bream,  roach,  and 
perch,  the  aggregate  weight  being  over  Jowt.j  Mr 


Gilmore  weighmg-in  a  31b.  4oz.  bream  as  a  specimen  Mr 
Barratt,  fishing  in  the  Dee  on  Aug.  ,30.  hau  a  good  catch 
ot  roach  and  dace.  Messrs.  Tafner  and  Rogerson,  fishing 
at  Trevor,  had  good  sport,  the  latter  weighing-in  a  tic* 
dace  as  a  specimen.  Mr.  T.  Baker  had  a  good  bisket  of 
'O^ch  out  of  the  Leeds  and  Liverpcol  Canal,  at  the  bottom 
ot  Merton  Road  amongst  bricks  and  mortar,  at  d  it  is 
astonithing  to  find  tuch  good-sized  fish  in  this  vicitity 
three  new  members  were  elected,  and  the  final  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  contest  in  the  Dee  <  n  the  0  h  lost 
tor  which  five  prizes  were  to  be  comppted  for.  A  contest 
was  also  arranged  for  in  the  canal  at  Aintree  on  the  15!;h 
mst.,  meeting  at  the  Sefton  Arms  at  2  p  m  — Rcdd 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
l^helsea.— On  the  occasion  of  our  tnird  outing  on  S^pt  30 
we  have  arranged  to  fish  a  match  for  a  supper  at  Bourne 
Lnd  with  the  Sundial  A  S.,  same  as  las';  year.  I  hoperur 
members  will  show  up  in  force.  The  Sundial  hav^  kindly 
voted  a  prize  for  our  membprs  only,  and  several  prizes  are 
promised  open  to  both  clubs.  Very  little  w^ighed-in 
lately.  Mr.  Cecil  saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Sutdiy  with 
a  tench,  2 Jib.  Mr.  Burnham  has  been  good  enough  to 
send  another  bag  of  white  wheat,  so  we  have  again  a 
bountitul  supply. 

Brnnswick  Brother*  AngUng  Soolet.v,  Cherry 
tree,  Brunswick-road.  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— We  had  a 
tair  show  of  fish  on  Sapt.  2,  when  the  following 
weighed-m:  Mr.  H.  Kelly.,  roach  and  perch-  Mr  T 
Tucier,  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  E.  Papworth,  bream  and 
roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Parmenter,  bream  ;  and  Mr.  F.  Willcocks 
bream.  At  our  last  meeting  our  outing  to  Harlow  was 
declared  void,  and  we  fish  our  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on 
Sept.  23  ;  all  members  to  go  down  first  train  on  the  moan- 
ing. We  made  another  new  working  member  last  week  — 
A.  Robertson. 

Bnrlington  Piscatorials,  The  Burlington  West- 
bourne^  Park,  W.— A  general  meeting  took  plice  on 
bept.  o.  The  winners  of  the  outing  were  as  follows  ■ 
^r^^^^^'  humble  servant,  with  a  handsome  trout  • 
Mr.  West,  second;  and  Mr.  Lamb,  thiid.  A  new  member 
was  proposed.  The  next  meeting  wiU  take  place  on 
oept.  19 —J.  W.  Morgan. 

uambrlage  Heat**  jSEothwirs  Asgling  Eealety 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'e-road,  Cambridge- 
Heath,  N.E.— Our  prize  outing  to  Tonbridge  was  a  failure 
Ihe  continuation  of  the  match  will  be  fished  off  at  St 
Margaret's  on  Sept.  9  (pegged-down),  from  the  first  gate 
beyond  Stanstead  Lock  to  Buntingford  railway  biiJge- 
start  fishing  at  9  30.  and  cease  at  6.30;  show  fish  No  { 
swim.  Messrs.  H.  Deverell  and  G.  Woodward  will  still 
act  as  stewards.  Mr.  R.  Hubbard  had  some  good  spoit 
amongst  the  bream  while  on  his  holiday  last  week,  ana  on 
Sept.  3  brought  up  151b.,  the  largest  sciliog  4Jlb.  Mr  R 
Nursey  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Kennett  had 
dace.— E.  H.  Argent. 

Cam«i6u  AsiKiiiiif  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James - 
street.  High-street.  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  Sept  2 
Mr  Cook  weighed  roach  and  dace,  9ib.  8jz  ,  Messrs 
t  uller,  Parker,  Mann,  Marshall,  and  Dyke  also  having 
sundry  takes  of  roach  and  dace.  Members  are  reminded 
that  our  starting  tioae  is  7  30  on  Sept.  9  — R  Marshall 

Canning  Town  Angling  oociety.  Lord  Napie^, 
Victoria  Dock-roaa,  E.— On  Sept.  2  Messrs.  Stone,  Gray 
and  Lands  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  Mr  Stone's  best 
dace,  8|  .z.  We  have  decided  not  to  ha  ve  our  annual 
outing  to  Harlow  on  Sept  16,  but  to  goto  H  itfield  Peverel 
instead.  To  be  a  pegged-down  match  between  the  Black 
Bridges  ;  all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train  on  the  moruinir 
—  J  Sands. 

Carlion  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.-Our  outing  at  W.sc  Drayton 
resulted  as  follows:  Staniford,  fir^t,  roach  and  bream; 
W.  layers,  second,  roach  and  broim  (a  very  class  thing' 
only  a  few  drams  dividing  first  and  second)  •  Mr  li  ght' 
third,  roach;  A.  Hardcastle,  fourth,  roach;  Mr' 
bpringer.  fifth,  roach;  Mr.  Payers  also  winning  prize 
given  for  largest  fish  taken.  Mr.  Hardcattle  and  Mr 
Watson  weighed-in  during  the  week. — W.  B.  F. 

Ciapbam  Ju^auaiv^  aagiiiiji  ciovimvs,  The 
C-larence.  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8  W.-  Oar 
fifth  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Sept.  16  at  Gaildford 
Boundary,  from  Guildford  Bridge  to  Shalford  Bridge  ■' 
train  from  Clapham  Junction,  8  36 ;  from  Guildford'  8  30  • 
all  to  cease  fishing  by  6  30  ;  tow-path  only.  On  the  2ad 
inst.  Mr.  A.  Heyman  weighed-in  roach,  41b.  4o7.  — G  T 
Jameson.  "      •  .• 

Uiapbani  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
aotel,  Clapham  Common.  S.W.-Our  September  outing 
was  a  decided  succssg,  all  pr:ze8  being  taken.  Mr  C 
McLichlan,  first;  Mr.  Ben  Lawrence,  second;  and  Mr' 
T.  Pasmore,  third.  Also  weighed:  Messrs.  Sbepparc"' 
Pearce,  Chivers,  Dunn,  Bishop,  Downs,  aid  Pratt 
(several  members  attended  the  Central  on  Monday  last" 
when  our  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  E.  C.  Stanley,  received 
his  prize  of  a  rod,  won  in  the  compjtition  at  Pulbjroush 
in  July.— F.  Bishop. 

Clarence  Angiirg  Societr,  Duke  of  Clarence 
notel,  iJolton.- ine  annual  dinner  of  this  society  took 
p!ac3  at  the  club-house  on  Aug  29,  and  passed  c£f  very 
satisfactorily  Aft  er  the  dinner  the  secretary  was  presented 
with  a  splendid  silver-mounted  pipe  in  acknowledgment  of 
past  services.  The  chairs  weie  filhdbytbetwo  worthy 
presidents,  nnd  several  songs  were  rendered  during  the 
evening  by  Messrs.  Durant,  Barton,  &c.  Pianis",  Mr.  F 
Gdlett.  Tiere  was  another  pleasing  duty  performed 
during  the  evening  in  mdkiog  a  presentation  of  a  silver- 
mounted  pip3  to  Mr.  Walter  Moran.  for  the  kind  manner 
in  which  he  hand-d  his  trout  of  41b.  13J  z.,  ciught  on 
Aug.  2b  m  Heaton  Reservoir,  to  the  club,  which  is  a  fine 
specimen  for  these  waters.  It  is  being  set  up  by  Messrs 
Gibson  and  Sons,  of  Londoa.  The  pipe  was  handed  to  the 
president  by  Mr.  Barton,  the  treasurer  of  this  club,  to  be 
presented  to  Mr,  Moran  for  this  as  well  as  for  old  member- 
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ship  sake.  The  usual  vote  of  tbauks  to  the  ho^t  aod 
hostess,  the  chairman,  ai  d  vioe-cbaiiman  concladid  a  very 
pleasant  eveniiig — T.  Yates. 

Clerkeuwell  and  District  United  'Visiting 
Iiist. — A  suocessfnl  visit  was  paid  to  the  Pbffiiix  A  S.  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Bonftlar  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  Green,  vice. 
Eleven  socip»ies  weie  well  represented,  viz.,  Grjat 
Northern,  Eustoniat),  Amioible  Wiiltoiiiaiis,  North 
London,  Camden,  Pbecjix,  Rojal  George,  Dibden.  Globe, 
Bostonians,  and  Victoria  Brothers.  The  next  \iiit  will 
be  to  the  Dibden,  the  Koyal  George  kindly  giving  way  to 
them. — P.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
weld-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. —  On  Tueacaj  la3t  we 
had  a  good  muster,  and  it  was  decided  to  have  an  outing 
to  Amberley  on  the  23rd.  Prizes  to  be  arrarged.  I  eball 
be  glad  to  hear  from  all  bon.  members  who  have  not  yet 
had  their  privilege  cards  renewed. — P.  Faulkner 

Cobdan  Ang'llng  ^«'ciet^  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  Westbourne  Park,  W.—  Mr.  E  Baxter  was  the  only 
member  to  weigh-in  on  the  2cd.  Will  members  kicd  y 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  (o  arrange  cor  cert,  which  takes 
place  Saturday,  Oct.  20,  at  the  Cobden  Club  ?  Will  any  of 
the  members  put  me  on  to  a  swim  at  Taplow  after  their 
look  out  on  Sept.  2  ?— A.  S.  H. 

Collingwood  Angll&g  Sooiaty,  Lord  Nekon, 
Nelson -square.  Blaokfriars-road,  8.E.—  Oar  outing  on 
Aug.  27  and  28  resulted  as  follow.<< ;  Mr.  A.  Elf ey,  first  j 
Mr.  J.  Jarrett.  second  ;  and  Mr.  R  W.  Bill,  tlird.  Th'u 
week  Messrs.  Warr,  C.  Poole,  Ball,  and  .lirrett  weighed- 
in.— P.  P.  SoEGE. 

Cosy  An^Uug  Society.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  8.W. — We  have  an  outing  on 
Sept  16  to  Paddock  Wood  for  three  lipsed  pr!z?s. — J. 
White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  EingV 
Arms,  Long  Acre.  W.C.— On  Sept.  2  Mr.  Cutbush 
weighed-in  dace;  Mr.  Hopting,  roach  and  daoa ;  J. 
Bailey,  roach;  James  Massey,  rsach  and  dac.^,  largest 
roach,  lib.  2Joz.  ;  and  W.  MasS'  y,  bream,  largest, 
21b.  12oz,  Mr.  Milne  haa  been  prop  sued  a  hoD.  member. 
— W.  M, 

Crown  and   Bnokland   Piscatorial  Society. 

Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  B.C.— On  Sept.  2 
the  following  weighed-in:  J.  Macdonnell,  G.  Norria, 
R.  Knox,  C.  Walter,  H.  Harries,  and  A  And'rson  ;  a  fair 
show.  Mr.  J.  Macdonnell  wins  prize  tor  gross  weight  of 
all  fish  during  August.  Mr.  C.  Walter  tukes  third  prizs  in 
Amberley  competition  on  Aug.  26.  We  haveasmoiicg 
concert  and  presentation  on  Monday  n'x^,  to  which 
anglers' friends,  and  epecially  ladies,  are  particuUrlj  invited. 
A  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  roll 
call  at  9  30.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Salaton  Angling  Society.  Brownlow  Anrs, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Sept.  2  several  membeis 
out.  Messrs.  T.  Thompson,  R  Pairam,End  A.  Wild  had  a 
very  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  On  Sept.  4  it  was 
decided  that  the  next  outing,  for  which  there  are  eix  prizes, 
should  take  place  on  Sept.  30.  Willmembtrs  attend  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  11,  to  arrange  phce  and  conditions  ? — S. 
Malby. 

HvLke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  Sept.  2.  and 
during  the  week  the  following  weigbed-iu  roach  :  Messrs. 
Cluer,  61b.  IS^oz. ;  Tane,  51b.  14  z.  ;  Targett,  4!b  15  z  ; 
Major,  a.b.  e^.^z  ;  Abbott,  lib.  S^^z  ;  and  Fathers, 
barbel,  51b.  14i  z.  Saveral  other  membsrs  also  weighed-in. 
Our  second  club  match  of  tbe  season  takes  place  oa 
Sept.  23 at  Ri';kmansworth. — W.  Jenkins. 

ISdm  nton  and  Tcttenham  Angling  Society. 
Horse  Shoes,  Silver-street,  Edmonton. — Wo  had  a  fair 
show  of  fish  on  Sept.  2,  although  there  were  only  a  few 
members  out.  The  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Dew, 
Thorpe,  A.  Brown,  and  W.  Coppin,  ro£ch  and  dace  ;  A. 
Brown  and  W.  Ames,  perch.  Oar  sea  outing  at  Leigh 
was  disouesed  on  Tuesday  tight,  and  twenty-five  prizes  are 
already  given  for  that  ouiiog,  which  will  take  place  on 
Oct.  7.  It  was  ancounced  that  vp  to  date  we  number 
forty  competing  members  and  thirty  honorary  members, 
and  there  were  saveral  new  members  proposed  for 
membership  on  this  evening.  A  member  reported  that  he 
had  weighed  a  barbel  taken  in  the  old  river  Lsa  at  Angel- 
road  by  Mr.  Page,  of  Edmonton,  and  although  the  fish 
was  in  bad  condition  it  neighed  jast  61b.,  and  was  SO^in. 
long. — W.  CopPiN. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Our  outing  of  Sept.  2  to  the  Hoiton 
Fishery  (Association  water)  was  not  a  success,  the  com- 
petitors complaining  that,  owing  to  the  wei  dy  state  of  the 
water,  it  was  impostible  to  get  a  swim.  We  have  fixed  up 
another  outing  on  Sept.  9,  to  fith  the  Thames  from 
Kingston  Bridge  to  Hampton  Court  Bridge  ;  usual  three 
prizes ;  bank  or  boat.  Mr.  Ma,tbew3,  fishing  at  St. 
Margaret's  last  Saturday,  had  another  good  take  of 
roaeh  and  dace,  several  roach  ecaliog  over  lib. — E.  H. 
Lane. 

li^st  Dnlwicli  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich. — Several  members  went  to  Egham  on 
Sept.  2,  but  were  not  favoured  with  good  f  port.  An  out- 
ing has  been  arranged  for  Sept.  16  to  Pulborough  for 
several  prizps.  All  members  to  go  and  return  by  same 
train. — E.  Dyball. 

Entexptise  Angling  Societjr,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  2 :  Mr.  Wells,  roach  and  dace,  61b  13oz. ;  Mr. 
Ashmore,  roach  and  dace,  51b.  9  z  ;  Mr.  Biggn.  perch. 
We  fish  for  six  prizes  at  Harlow  on  Sept.  9  — T.  BiGGS. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  giociety.  Sir  it»ac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.  W.  —  We 
have  arranged  a  match  with  the  Seymour  Brothers  for 
Oct.  20,  at  Henley  ;  one  rod  only  to  be  taken.  On  2Qd, 
Messrs.  Mitchell,  Mowl,  Verity,  James,  and  Baily  had  fish. 
On  the  4tb,  Mr,  Bourlet  weighed-in  some  good  roaob 


(laigest  lib.  lO^fz.),  trout  and  daoe  ;  Mr.  King,  roach  and 
dace.— A.  W.  Ellens. 

Good  Zntcn  ikngilng  Society,  The  Crown,  Church- 
street,  8horedit<;h. — Twenty  members  fished  for  prizes  at 
Pangbonrre  on  the  2iid  irst.  ;  they  were  all  taken,  the 
two  first  winreis  being:  W.  Ovenden.  first;  O.  Waade, 
second.  Mr.  Oycnden  winning  £2  28  ,  also  58.  for  heaviest 
fish,  0.  Wade  winnirg  £1  Is.,  all  the  rest  bsing  lOs.  6d. 
each.  Mr.  J.  Whi'more  brought  in  some  good  reach  from 
the  Lea. — B.  Mubphy. 

Giei>t  Yarmouth  Fisoatcrial  Society.— The 
semi-final  for  tb'e  Poulsham  Challenge  Cup  was  tished  at 
Ormesby  (Eels  Foot)  on  the  30th  ult.,  with  the  result  that 
Messrs.  W.  B.  Stag,  A.  E  Bond,  W.  Plane,  J.  T.  Mason, 
and  Cha".  Balding  are  eligible  to  fish  in  tbe  final  at  Frittou 
(n  the  13ih  inst.  The  catch  was  an  improvemerit  on  the 
recent  matchep,  about  1301b.  being  weighed-in  by  twenty- 
two  out  of  thirty  ccmpetitors  fishing.  The  club  prizes 
were  taken  by  Mr.  B.  Freeman,  311b.  llrz  ;  Mr.  D.  B. 
Stag.  131b.  llcz  ;  Capt.  H.  B.  Blake,  101b.  8jz.  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  C  Stewart,  81b.  12oz.  Mr.  Freeman  also  weigbing- 
in  a  breim  for  the  specimen  prize  of  2:b.  5J:z  Mr. 
W.  B.  StBg  was  tte  umpire,  assisted  by  Mr.  E.  W. 
Buckinzbam. 

Haiborne  Angling  Soslety,  Ye  Olde  King's  Aims, 
Harborne  — We  held  our  snnual  contest  at  Mr.  Spiers' 
water,  Defford,  on  Sept.  2,  forty-five  members  taking  part. 
Of  this  number  twenty-two  weighed-in  with  a  total  catch 
of  25ib.  Mr.  A.  Pearce  was  first  with  41b.  6  z,  to  his 
crtdit;  Mr.  C.  J.  Boden,  sfoond,  with  31b.  15. z  ;  and 
Mr.  H.  PooltoD,  third,  with  21b.  12oz.  Mr.  Boden 
weigbed  in  the  best  specimen  fish  (a  bream),  lib.  12oz.  in 
weight,  Mr.  Jack  Jukes  gave  every  satisfaction  aa  referee. 
The  club,  \^hioh  started  less  than  two  years  ago,  is  in  a 
gocd  financial  position.  Although  we  have  private  waters 
at  Meoley  Ca3tle  Farm,  we  are  on  the  look  out  for 
addiiional  waters  (river  preferred),  as  the  memVership  is 
too  h(  avy  for  the  size  of  the  present  waters,  which  have, 
however,  been  well  stocked. — F.  W.  Comeie. 

Haroocrt  Angling  Society,  Earooort  Arms, 
Haroourt-stre  et,  N.W. — We  had  a  very  poor  show  cn 
Sept.  2,  onlv  a  few  roach  and  bream  being  weighed-in.  I 
must  reoiind  the  members  that  we  fish  a  match  on  the 
16th  of  the  month  at  Cookhato,  from  bridge  to  bridge, 
when  I  lope  to  see  all  the  membsis  present. — A.  E. 
Payne 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — The  outing  on  Sept.  2  resulted  in  a 
win  by  H.  Shilccck  ;  other  prizes  not  taken.  On  Morday 
H.  Monckton,  llflb.  of  roach;  and  S.  Roberts,  81b. 
roach  from  Hampton  — W,  N.  Dawes. 

Starts  of  Oak  Angling  fitooiety,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road.— Oa  Sept.  2  we 
went  for  our  annual  dinner  at  the  Pied  Bull,  St. 
Maigiret's,  whiah  was  served  splendidly,  and  great  praise 
was  due  to  Mr.  J.  Lyndsell  for  the  admirablo  manner  in 
which  he  catered.  Will  members  attend  next  Wedneedsy, 
fp  cial  bueiness  ?  On  Monday  last  our  return  visit  was  a 
very  pooraffiir,  six  clu>-s  represented. — H  Baqshaw. 

Eighbu'^y  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  HoUoway,  N.  —  Another  fine 
bream,  6lb.  2Joz  ,  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  P.  Berry.  Others 
have  been  out  but  with  poor  results.  Two  new  members 
were  elected  last  Wednesday.— E.  Wymer 

Hollowa>  Angling  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  Stevens 
reported  a  fair  day's  sport  on  the  Wey,  including  a  perch 
of  lib.  13oz  Messrs.  J,  Stockton  and  G.  Johnson  had  a 
good  take  ff  roach  from  the  Colne.  Messrs.  A.  Clayton 
and  T.  Johnstn  weighed-in  a  fair  take  of  roach  and  perch 
from  the  Arun.  An  outing  has  been  srranged  to  take 
place  in  the  club  waters  at  Leighton  Bozzard  on  the  fiist 
Piilay  in  October;  members  phase  take  notice. — 
A  Clayton. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent.  High-street,  Hounslow. — On  Wednesday 
light  Mr.  Ben  Phelps  was  elected  a  member.  The  roach 
competition  was  won  by  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor,  Mr.  Whenman 
being  second,  and  Mr.  Brougham,  third.  On  Tuesday  we 
had  a  special  general  meeting,  when  Mr.  William  Hicks 
was  elected  chairman  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Duffy  vice-chairman. 
There  were  also  charges  on  the  committee,  Messrs.  P.  Hall, 
Doman,  and  Bullock  b-irg  replaced  by  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Coles,  A.  Taylor,  and  Vickery. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kinesland-road,  Shoreditch,  E. — The  committee 
meet  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  place  for  prize  outing.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Ghurney  tendered  his  resignation,  and  it  was 
afosptfd.  A  new  working  mtmber  was  proposed,  Mr. 
W.  John  Milne,  to  be  made  on  Tuesday  week.  Mr. 
Norman  takes  the  place  f  f  Mr.  J.  Huntly  as  a  ccmmittee- 
man  on  Sept.  2.  Mr.  Huntly  we'ghcd  in  a  nice  trout 
from  the  Lea,  weight  51b.  10  z  ,  and  some  nice  roach  j 
Mr.  Bishop,  one  perch  over  lib.  I  trust  that  members 
will  try  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  for  there  is  a  deal  of 
busineES  to  do. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islinj;t-n  Brothers  Angling  Societj,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-i  o  id.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  2:  Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and  dice;  Mr.  Bern  y, 
roach  (heaviest  lib.  3  z  ) ;  Mr.  Herbert,  roach ;  Mr. 
Reeves,  roach ;  Mr.  Wilkes,  roach  and  daoe.  On  Tues- 
day our  delegate  gave  his  report  from  the  Central  Aesooia- 


A  Free  Excursion  to  ihe  Co.tsT  at  this  time  of  the  year 
would  be  an  acceptable  boon  to  many  a  hard  working  man,  but 
as  such  !  n  instance  is  hardly  lilsely  to  occur  in  these  dull  times, 
the  next  best  ibicg  a  poor  man  can  do,  instead  of  getting  change 
of  air  a  d  Bcene,  is  lo  purify  his  blood  and  cleaBse  his  system 
with  a  few  doses  of  HoUoway's  Pills.  This  wonderful  medicine 
for  many  years  has  been  a  blessing  (o  the  commercial  world;  it 
gives  tone  to  the  system  and  purifles  lie  bio  d,  and  rapidly 
iQcreaees  the  streng  h  of  the  brain.  It  also  cures  indigestion  In 
its  most  advanced  foiw,  and  in  catea  of  nervous  debility  it  is 
withovrt  a  rival.  " 


(ion,  which  was  duly  received.  A  letter  was  read  which 
contained  a  Postal  Order  for  a  prize,  from  our  prealdact, 
Mr.  B.  L.  Cohen,  M.P.,  which  is  for  the  best  l  b.  roach 
or  over.  I  hope  members  will  attend  on  Monday  next 
(lOtb),  as  it  is  onr  visit  night,  when  I  hope  to  have  a  gocd 
muster.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Tiaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  BruDswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B. — There 
are  five  special  monthly  prizes  to  be  competed  for  dnricg 
this  month,  conditions  and  full  particulars  to  be  hid  at 
the  club-bouse.  Our  membfra  this  week  have  been  well 
amonast  the  roach,  the  most  notable  take  being  that  of 
Mr.  W.  WilEhere,  who  weighed-in  491b.  7cz.  of  magnifi- 
cent roach,  lbs  majority  of  them  scaling  over  lib.  each. — 
H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Sirce  last  report  Mr.  Rediog- 
ton  had  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames.  Will  members 
attend  next  week  to  elect  delegates  for  the  next  competi- 
tion ?— G.  Bence. 

Jnnior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.B. — The  next  competition  takes 
place  on  Sept.  16  This  being  a  roving  c ompetitioD,  the 
hon.  sec.  would  like  to  hear  from  members  who  intend 
going. — W.  Freeman. 

Uuooln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Wit- 
oheater-street.  Pentonville-road,  N.  —  On  Sept,  2  we 
fiahed  our  match  at  Bourne  Eud  for  seven  prizes,  which 
were  won  by  the  following:  Messrs  Biggs,  1st ;  Symes, 
2ad  ;  Webber,  3rd  ;  W.  Watlirg,  4th  ;  Bowdrey,  5th  ; 
Cook,  6th;  and  Parr,  7ih.  Meesrs.  Stevens,  Hawkins, 
Cordwell,  Briley,  Watlirg,  and  Biyant  also  showed  fish. 
The  takes  were  not  large,  but  a  very  ei  j  )yable  day  was 
epent.  I  beg  to  return  thanks  to  tbe  members  and  friends 
that  assisted  at  Mr.  Thompson's  benefit  on  Monday  last. — 
W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — We  had  a  pleasant  day  at  Knowsley  on 
the  30th  nit.  with  our  St.  Helen's  friends,  though  it  was 
partially  clouded  by  the  lack  of  fport.  It  was  a  typical 
day,  we  thought,  for  successful  angling,  but  it  turned  out 
almost  a  blank.  This  water  is  most  disappointing,  and  we 
are  at  our  wits'  end  what  remedies  to  apply  to  biiug  the 
fish  on.  They  are  there  without  doubt,  but  it  is  only 
occasionally  that  some  of  the  big  ones  are  creeled,  sn  very 
erratic  do  they  seem.  We  are  hoping  to  have  a  good  day 
when  we  visit  tbe  St.  Helen's  water,  which  will  be  in  a 
week  or  two.  Anglers  geterally  are  doicg  well,  as  tbe 
weather  is  almost  perfect,  and  the  streams  and  ponds  in 
gocd  condition.  Mets.-s.  Whittington  and  Fossbrooke 
have  had  some  good  trout  from  Pen-y-Cae,  and  the  former 
gentleman  haS~  had  some  sport  at  Uanymynech  with 
the  grayling.  Mr.  White  has  weighed-in  a  trout  21b.  6Joz  , 
and  a  reach  lib  9J  z  ,  as  Epecimens.  I  regret  to  announce 
the  dtath  of  Mr.  Jones,  tbe  keeper  of  the  Ptn-j-Cae 
water.  He  was  a  most  obliging  ctficial,  and  I  think  the 
best  we  have  bad.  He  was  always  anxious  to  please,  ard 
to  procure  woims  and  minnowB  for  the  members.  He  will 
be  buried  at  Bala,  aed  Mr.  Whittington  will  attend  the 
funeral,  as  lepreteniirg  the  Acsooiation,  with  a  wreath, 
and  no  better  gentlrman  could  be  found  to  carry  out  this 
function. — R.  Woolfall. 

IiSclinobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  B.C. — Xhe  cooipatition  cn  Sept.  1  and  2  was  won 
by  Mr.  Geo.  Martin,  Mr.  Frank  Whittle  being  second. 
Thanks  to  Mr.  Payne,  of  the  Pish  and  E'ls,  Hoddision, 
for  kind  attention.  Next  competition,  Oct.  6,  place  not 
yet  decided.  Members  please  note  that  financial  j  ear  closes 
in  October. — Sid  Ransom, 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Sep*;.  2 
the  following  brought  fish  to  the  scales  :  Meeers.  Poljkett, 
roach;  Hart,  bream  and  roach;  S.  Barrett,  bieim  and 
roach;  Eaton,  bieam  and  roach;  Moore,  bream,  roech, 
jick,  perch,  and  rudd ;  C.  Lamb,  jan.,  roach;  and  E. 
Lamb,  perch.  On  Sept.  9  a  peg-down  match  takes  pkca 
at  Sc.  Margaret's  ;  all  members  taking  part  in  the  match 
to  start  by  the  first  train,  7.30,  from  Globe-road.— G. 
Taylor. 

North  Iiondon  Anglixig  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  Sept.  2  the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  Christmas,  bream  and  roach  from 
Huntingdon ;  Boarman,  bream  and  dace  from  tbe 
Thames ;  Ford,  dace.  Others  were  out,  but  did  not 
weigh-in. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society.  Oglander  Hotel, 
OgLmder-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.B. — In  our  competition 
at  Wateringbury  the  firbt  prize,  given  by  Mr.  C.  L. 
Wright,  was  won  by  Mr.  G.  Cartwiight;  the  second, 
given  by  Mr.  Dunlop,  by  "Tommy"  Moyler ;  snd  tba 
third,  given  by  Mr.  C.  Kennedy,  was  won  by  Mr.  _C. 
Myers.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Horn  was  elected  a  working 
member.  Mr.  Chandler  was  also  elected  a  member  last 
wtek.  An  outing  to  Brexbourne  has  been  decided  on  for 
Sej,t.  27.  Two  prizes  already  promised.  One  rod  ;  bank 
only;  jick  barred. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  8ool«t^.  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street.  Bethnal  Green.— On  Sept.  2 
Preston  and  George  wtighed-in  roach  ;  J.  Slade,  bream. 
It  has  been  proposed  and  canitd  we  go  to  Harlow  on  the 
16th  inst.  for  special  prizes.  This  has  to  be  confinned. — 
— George. 

Phosujz  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistosk,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — We  have  had  some  good  shows  lately 
by  Mfssrs.  Bouffl^r.  Bros.  Mares,  Nobby,  and  Tajlor; 
Biuffler  had  caip  31b.  We  had  a  very  good  cno  it  cn 
Wednesday,  supported  by  the  Sons  of  the  Empire,  and 
twelve  cluts  cn  the  Clerkenwell  List.  Chair,  Mr.  Bouffler ; 
vice,  Mr.  Greene ;  pianist,  Percy  Bacon,  and  a  new  land- 
lord same  day.  Members  please  attend  next  w<-ek  to 
make  bis  acquaintance.  Match  at  King's  Langley  op 
Sept.  16,— R.L. 
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Bojal  George  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Arma, 
Bateman-strflet.  Soho-square.— On  Sept.  2  Messrs.  Trotter, 
C.  Lewie,  H  Lewis,  W.  AUport  weighed  in.  We  take 
our  return  visit  on  the  Western  District  on  Sept.  20 
Secretaries  kindly  note.— J.  Gibbons 

Bioyal  Oak  Anglinf;  isociety,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road.  Bow,  B.— On  Sept.  2  the  following  weighed- 
in :  Meisrs.  Tidehaw,  roach  ;  R.  Walker,  roach  ;  Merigold, 
roach  ;  G.  Bond,  roach,  at  our  meeting.  We  fish  a  match 
at  Waltham  on  Sept.  1(3  ;  dx  prizis  ;  all  to  start  first  train 
on  the  morning ;  to  meet  at  W.  Perry's  — F.  Pignatell 

St.  Albans  Angling'  Sooletv,  Eising  8uu,  Prmce  b- 
roid,  KenoingtM-crosB.— On  the  2ad  inst.  the  following 
waighad  in  some  tine  shows  of  fish:  Messrs.  B.  Beall, 
roaci,  bream,  chub;  A.  Every,  roich;  A.  Brent,  roaoh, 
dace,  bream  ;  and  F.  Page,  bream.  I  hope  as  many 
members  as  possible  will  attend  on  Sept.  9  to  the  outing, 
and  mike  it  a  success ;  train,  6  45  London  Btidge  ;  all  to 
return  by  ths  S  G  p.m.— J.  T.  Leighton. 

St.  JTohn's  Angling'  Society,  The  Bmpress,  St. 
John-Btreet-road,  Clerkenwell.— On  Aug.  26  we  went  by 
brake  from  headquarters  to  the  Cock  Hotel  at  Bppit  g  for 
the  annual  dinner,  which  proved  a  great  success  from  start 
to  finish.  We  can  recommend  the  Cock  Hotel  to  anyone 
iQ  search  of  quirters  for  tntic  "  annual."  On  Sept.  2  we 
had  a  nice  show  of  bream,  rjach,  and  dace,  by  Messrs. 
Podgar,  Heath,  and  Musgrave.  Quarterly  night,  Sept.  12. 
— F.  Thoeling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Soolsty,  The  Sun. 
Bomiace-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— On  Sept.  2 
Mr.  Bignell  had  a  good  show  of  bream  from  Amberley  • 
Messrs.  Wright,  Hulbert,  and  Ireland  also  had  fish.  Will 
menders  attend  next  week  to  propose  our  next  match  ?— 

Seymour  Brothera  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Graf  ton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.  —  On  Sept.  2 
the  following  weighed-in  roach :  Messrs.  Campbell, 
9.b.  2oz  ;  W.  Roach,  3ib.  14jz.  ;  S.  King,  2ib.  4dz.  ; 
ypaldiDg,  21b.  3oz.  Mr.  Ashwood  alsj  showed  some 
roacs.  Mr.  Mallett,  on  Tuesday,  weighed-in  a  few  roach. 
We  have  arranged  a  friendly  fishing  match  with  the 
GrJden  Barbel  Angling  Club  to  take  place  at  Henley, 
Oct.  28.  Our  second  outing  will  take  place  at  Henley, 
Oct.  (.— W.  Aldis. 

ahtpherd's  Bush  Angling  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bash,  W.— The  uoual  ordinary 
meeting  of  this  as^ociaiion  was  held  on  Sept.  5.  Mr. 
Benwell,  president,  has  been  enj  jying  eome  good  fishing  at 
Hemingford  Grey,  bream  to  the  amount  of  17ib.  7oz.  being 
taken ;  Mr.  Payne,  another  member,  was  aho  successful  in 
lancing  a  roacn  in  fine  condition  weighing  lib.  3,z.  at  the 
same  place.  The  next  gross  weigat  competition  takes 
pkce  on  Oct.  14  — C.  E. 

iT®.*^'^*.y  Trout  Angling  Society,  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— Sept.  4  was  special 
meeting  night,  and  after  lengthy  discussion  ended 
satistaccorily.  Mr.  Grammer  weighed  barbel,  roach,  and 
dace,  lOIb.  Members  please  note  Sept.  9,  cup  onting 
to  Shiplake.— E.  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Fis^a- 
tonals,  Eotherhithe  New-road,  8.B  — On  Aug.  30  Mr. 
J.  H.  Davies  weighed-ia  roach.  On  Sept.  2  our  monthly 
ouUng  took  place  with  the  following  result :  Messrs.  T. 
Whicnelow,  first,  with  roaoh  and  dace ;  P.  AUum,  second. 
With  dace ;  and  T.  Byers,  third,  with  dace.  Mr.  W. 
Cjstin  weighedin  roaoh  from  other  waters.— J.  H. 
Daties.' 

Stepney  £ngliug  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Ehodeswell- 
road,  stepney.— The  following  weighed-in  on  Sept.  2: 
Messrs.  Eushton,  bream;  Jewson,  bream  and  roach; 
Jolly,  reach;  Rapley,  roach;  Grindrod,  roach;  Gerrard, 
roach.  Important  business  cext  Friday.  Members  please 
attend.— W.  Beattie. 

^ootwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
roa.d,  Clapham.— Result  of  match  at  Pulborongh  as 
follows  :  Messrs.  Anstey,  first,  51b  14oz. ;  Barker,  second, 
•51b.  3iz.  ;  W.  Brookman,  third,  lib.  Sfoz. ;  J.  J,  Macey 
fourth.  Ihe  following  also  weighed-ia  on  the  Ist  inst. : 
J.  J.  Macey  5 lb.  2ez  ;  Eyke,  6ib. ;  Barnes,  61b.  4jz. ; 
1.  Lmcas,  41b.  9oz.  Last  meeting  night  we  received  a 
visit  trom  Mr.  Dej  jnge,  secretary  Bittersea  Friendly  A.S., 
and  a  match  was  arranged  to  take  place  between  the  two 
societies  for  a  supper.  The  spot  selected  was  Yalding 
and  the  date  Occ.  7.  Will  members  please  attena 
luesday  next,  to  make  conditions  for  their  monthly  prize 
outiog,  to  come  off  at  the  same  time  ?— Thos  Lucas 

B  cpesAng.mg  Socioti,  Wellington  Hotel,  Little 
L-ever.- Our  smunal  dmner  and  distribution  took  phca  on 
bei-t.  1,  when  twenty-five  members  dined.  After  dinner. 
th6_ president,  (Mr.  ConnciUor  Peter  StringfelJow),  in  the 
Chair  said,  this  was  the  first  time  durii  g  his  five  years' 
membership  that  he  had  been  present  at  a  meetmg,  and 
he  hoped  It  would  not  be  the  Lsc.  The  secretary's  report 
and  balance-stieet  showed  a  balance  of  £2  ISs.  7d.  The 
Qistribution  of  prizes  followed,  amounting  to  £13  17/  2d 
in  value.  The  greater  part  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
harmony  by  Messrs.  Lord,  Sharpies,  Neeuham,  Litham, 
and  another,  Mr.  H.  Sharpies  accompanied  on  the 
piano.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  host  and 
Latham  *  '^''^  Pheasant  evening  to  a  close.— G. 

r„S"S?*l**  :^?i8f""Jf  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
roa^.  Stratford  New  Town,  E.-On  Sept.  2  only  three 
prizes  were  taken  at  our  match  at  Ware:  Mr.|  Grande, 
nrst ;  Mr.  Hobbs,  second ;  Mr.  Simmons,  third.  Members 
wo^eqnested  to  attend  next  Tuesday,  very  important.— 

«t,^*TT*'  Society,  Wirdaor  Castle,  King- 

wAfahi^?^°'M'''/?"*''-T, firing  the  week  the  foUowing 
W  ,     i^ili-  131b.  13J0Z.  of  roach  (largest 

i  b.  §oz.),  A.  B  Smith,  .3ib.  12az.  of  roaoh ;  E.  G.  Lock, 
Mo™.„^'  ''^l°ht°^'  and  gudgeon  (largest  roach  lib.  Hot  )j 
Morgan,  db.  efoz.  roach  and  dace ;  H.  Holt,  three  nice 


bream,  31b.  lOJsz.,  31b.  6Joz.,  and  21b.  4':z. ;  L.  Holmes, 
lib.  15oz  of  chub.  We  have  arranged  for  a  supper  match 
with  the  Brompton  A.S.,  to  take  place  at  Bourne  Kad; 
conditions  and  boundary  later.  There  were  several  prizes 
cffared  for  both  clubs  to  fish  for.  Members  wishing  to 
take  part  must  give  their  names  in.  Mr.  Harwocdand 
friend  volunteered  to  attend  the  A.B.S.  competition  dele- 
gate meeting,  and  three  prizes  are  promised  for  the  compe 
ti'ion. — W.  Lock. 

United  Br  hen  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford  — On  Sept.  2  we  had  a  most  enj  y- 
able  outing  to  Sandgate,  to  fish  a  club  and  lapsed  prize 
match,  the  sccoessful  members  being  J.  Oakley,  first  and 
given  prize;  J.  Wood,  second  and  given  prize;  H.  Sind- 
tord  and  F.  Beak,  a  tie  for  third  and  fourth  prizes  ;  H. 
Sandford  also  taking  a  given  prize.  Since  our  last  report 
we  had  two  very  large  catches  of  bream  by  A.  Gilbev  and 
C.  Freak.— F.  H.  Beak. 

Waggoners  AngUng  Society,  WTiite  Lion,  Albeit 
Bmbantment.— We  have  had  some  grand  shows  of  fish  on 
our  trays  during  the  oast  month.  Aug.  5,  Mr.  Clegg 
roach  ;  H.  Walton,  roaoh.  19th,  Mr.  H.  Walton,  roach  • 
Mr.  Clegg,  roach.  On  the  26ch,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach ;  Mr. 
Allan,  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Spong,  chub.  On  Sept.  2 
Mr.  Clegg,  roach;  Mr.  BetU,  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
Walton,  roach  and  rudd.  We  have  made  three  new 
members  during  the  pirt  fortnight.— H.  C. 

Walham  Gretn  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— We  had  a  grand  show  of 
fish  on  the  2Bd  inst.,  Messrs.  Templeman,  Harvey,  Bickol, 
Gates,  Dungate,  and  Glass  all  having  grand  shows;  Mr. 
Glass,  a  grand  show  of  bream,  and  Mr.  Templeman, 
amongst  his  grand  show,  having  three  specimen  roach. 
We  are  sending  delegates  to  the  proposed  A.B  8. 
Thames  Competition,  and  hope  it  will  prove  a  succefs 
for  the  good  cause.— W.  W.  D. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul  8  Tavern,  Walworth,  S.B.- A  competition  will  take 
place  on  Sept.  9  All  competing  please  take  the  train  to 
hcames;  8.16  at  Vauxhall.  There  are  three  prizes  to  be 
fished  for.  A  general  meeting  for  Wednesday  next,  12th. 
Business,  the  grand  outing. — W.  Wbay. 

Walthamstow  Brotners  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— On  Sept.  2  we  had 
a  splendid  show  of  fish,  one  of  the  best  this  season,  Mr 
Eaton  bringing  ia  the  bulk  with  upwards  of  40lD.  of 
bream;  Messrs.  Knight,  Heilwig,  and  Bird,  also  had 
bream  ;  Me:  srs.  Rnmbal,  Howarth,  Poore,  W.  Osmond 
Howell,  and  Flint  had  roach;  Mr.  G.  Osmond,  jack  ;  and 
Mr.  Skelsey,  perch.  All  anglers  intending  to  partake  in 
in  the  Amberley  outing  please  note  the  alteration  of  the 
date  from  Sept.  9  to  23  — W.  Callcut. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road.  London,' 
■N.— Our  members  have  shown  lately  some  very  nice  takes 
of  bream,  roach,  and  perch,  the  fish  averaging  a  very  good 
size  :  bream  up  to  SJlb.  ;  roaoh,  llb.6oz  ;  perch,  lib.— M. 

CUDDON. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George 
HiUingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— We  had  a  well- 
attended  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Sport  was  very  poor 
on  Sept.  2  at  Tunbridge.  Mr.  C.  Willett  eecured  first 
prize.  There  are  two  prizes  still  left  over  to  be  fished  for 
next  on  Sept.  9,  go  where  you  please.— W.  Cot. 

Wenlock  Angling  Sccieiy,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road.,  N.— At  our  last  meeting  a  new  member  was 
proposed.  Mr.  Lewis,  of  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-street, 
City-road,  has  presented  us  with  a  roach  rod  to  compete 
for.  On  Sept.  2  the  following  weighed-in  :  Measrs.  Sty- 
man,  Heir,  F.  Buteux,  and  Snead.  I  hope  members  will 
not  forget  September  monthly  outing.— H.  Heir. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N.— The  annual  dinner  and  outing  of  the  above 
society  will  take  place  at  the  Lion,  Bastwiok,  Burns  Mill, 
on  Sept.  16  — A.  G.  Hill. 

White  Hart  AngUng  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
iottanham  Hale.  N.— On  Sent.  2  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  D.  Knight,  bream,  8  lb.  8jz.,  winning  Mr.  Pheasey's 
prize;  W.  Butler,  roach;  W.  Williams,  roach;  W. 
Anthony,  roach;  D.  Thorpe,  jan.,  reach;  D.  Thorpe 
sen.,  bream.  On  Sept.  5,  F.  Hoy,  roach.- W.  B 
Beaumont. 

Wuntaledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon.- Sme  good  perch  have  been  taken  from  the 
club  water  during  the  week,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Liwrence  has 
creeled  two  and  a  half  brace  of  fair  chub.  Very  few 
roach  have  been  brought  to  bank,  the  water  being  low  and 
clear. — Hon.  Sec. 

Woking  Angling  Club,  The  Wfceatsheaf  Inn, 
WokiEg.— Our  tmjiiLg  concert  was  well  attended  During 
the  evenirg  songs  were  given  by  the  following  gentlemen  • 
Messrs.  H  Crane,  C.  Wrav,  W.  Mansey,  R.  Heather^ 
Harrison,  F.  Mnllms,  &c.  Mr.  J.  Moles  was  pianist,  and 
Mr.  G.  Raggett  chairman.  Mr.  J.  Heather,  in  a  few 
appropriate  words,  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Woking 
Anglmg  Society,"  and  was  enthusiastically  received.  The 
assistant  hon  secretary,  replying  on  behalf  of  the  secretary 
and  himself,  said  it  had  long  been  his  ambitim  to  see  an 
angling  society  started  in  Woking,  and  now  that  they  had 
one,  they  meant  to  make  it  go.  Although  only  an  infmt 
It  had  already  made  a  name  for  itself.  They  had  taken 
some  private  waters  at  Seid,  and  he  hoped  to  be  in  a 
position  to  bring  some  more  to  their  notice.  They  were 
giving  monthly  prizes  for  specimen  fish.  He  had  alto  the 
pleasuieof  annouacing  that  Mr.  Bnshnell,  of  Cholham- 
road,  Woking,  had  offered  a  good  rod  for  the  best  p  ich 
taken  in  the  society's  waters  on  Sept.  16.— Wayside 
Wanderer. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  RaUway 
lavern,  Plnmatead-road,  Plumstead,- On  Sept.  2  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  T.  Cresswell,  good  show  of 
bream,  largest  21b.  9Jcz. ;  J.  R.  Howcroft,  bream  and 
roaoh.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  next 


Wednesday  night  (3ept.  12),  at  9.15  p.m.  Business,  to 
present  the  local  challenge  cup  to  the  Woolwich  Inviota 
A  S.  as  holders  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.— J. 

Wensley. 

Woolwich  Inviota  Ang  ing  Saciety,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street,  Wo.jlwich.  —  The  half-yeariy 
meeting  of  this  society  was  well  attended.  The  hon.  eoc. 
announced  that  twelve  new  members  had  been  enrolled, 
and  that  the  finances  of  the  society  were  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Upwards  of  twelve  special  prizes  have  been 
offered  for  sp  cimen  fiih  only.  It  should  be  understood 
that  this  eccitty  does  not  acknowledge  gross  weights 
except  for  our  special  cup  competition.  On  Sept.  2  Messrs. 
Martin,  King,  Suilivan,  and  Watts  weighed-in  some  fair 
specimens  of  roach,  perch,  and  bream  from  Pulborough  ; 
also  Messrs.  Sullivan  and  Montague  from  Dagenham.— C. 
Foster. 

Rowings      t^e  i^ag. 

Every  angler  will  be  grieved  to  hear  that  Ernest 
Cooper  (son  of  the  well-known  naturalist,  John  Cooper  of 
Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  London,  E.G.)  departed  thia 
life  on  Sept.  4,  after  a  1  ng  and  painful  illness,  at  the  age 
f'r  tw^nty-aix.  "  Ernie  "  was  one  of  the  best  of  good  boys, 
and  the  bereaved  family  will  have  the  sincerest  condolences 
of  all  the  angling  fraternity. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  and  District  United 
Angling  Association  announce  that  the  fourteenth  annual 
contest  will  be  held  on  the  Thames  at  Abingdon  on 
Monday,  Sspt.  10.  Cheque  coupons  to  the  value  of  £70 
will  be  given  for  prizes,  together  with  a  valuable  diploma 
of  honour  for  the  winner  and  one  for  the  club  to  which  the 
winner  belongs.  First  prize,  £8  ;  and  other  prizes  to  the 
number  of  sixty  in  proportionate  value.  No  prize  less  in 
value  than  lOs.  The  silver  challenge  cup,  valae  £50  wUl 
also  be  competed  for,  and  go  to  the  club  to  which  the 
winner  belongs.  Entrance  fee  to  the  contest  6d.  each. 
Note  the  new  address  of  the  general  secretary :  Mr.  C. 
White,  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  Birmingbam. 

Me.  L.  Chaplais,  proprietor  of  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe, 
lane,  and  lis  brother  members  of  the  Ljchnobite  Angling 
Society,  were  out  on  Wednesday  last  at  Twickenham  ia 
company  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Murston.  The  result  was  a  large 
haul  of  roach  aad  d  ice,  particularly  of  the  former.  Most 
of  the  fish  were  returned  to  the  water,  but  a  few  were 
retained  and  measured  (brother  Charley's)  by  the 
'  Blenheim  "  rule,  the  result  being  as  amazing  as  it  was 
complimentary.    But,  not  a  word  1 


By  the  bye,  at  the  Blenheim  Arms,  Notting  Hill,  on 
Sept.  13,  the  first  meeting  takes  place  in  connection  with 
the  forthcoming  annual  Thames  competition.  Committee 
and  officers  will  be  elected,  and  I  trust  that  the  final  result 
will  yield  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  all  the 
success  it  deserves. 

)  «  >  »  <  ■  ■ 

An  angler  who  did  not  believe  in  Sunday  fishing  was 
staying  at  a  country  hotel,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
attended  Divine  Service  at  the  village  church.  The  text, 
as  the  pareon  give  it  out,  was  (so  he  says) :  "  And  Peta?i's 
sistaft  s  brotha/i  lay  dangerously  sick  of  the  feva/i."  Not 
caring  for  the  sermon,  he  tramp=d  to  the  next  village  to 
hear  the  evening  service  there.  To  his  surprise,  the  same 
parson  turned  up,  with  the  same  identical  text,  and 
practically  the  same  sermon.  Returning  home  the  next 
day,  he  met  the  parson  in  the  train,  and  during  a  stoppage 
a  village  church  bell  was  heard  tolling  hard  by,  and  a 
funeral  cortege  was  seen  in  the  distance.  Said  the  parson  ■ 
.f^'  ^  ^ondah  what  deaA  brothaTi  has  gone  to 
rest.  Cant  say,  guv'nor,"  replied  our  fishy  one, 
1  ve  only  been  down  hea7i  a  day  or  two,  but  I've  heard  a 
lot  about  '  Fetah's  ehtah's  brothaft.  being  sick  of  the 
feva/i.    Perhaps  the  poor  begga/i's  dead." 


Writing  from  Yorkshire,  W.  C.  Platts  asks  me  "  An' 
ha  a  t  ta  comin'  no  like  ?  "  I  expect  he  means  comment 
vous  portez  vous  or  "  Wis  geht  es  der,  alter  jange  ?  " 
He  goes  on  to  say  that  story  (I  never  tell  stories  .')  of  your 
boy  s  knife  that  had  a  new  blade  and  handle,  reminds  me 
of  a  cjnversation  overheard  in  the  train.  First  Pasaenger  : 
Oh,  I  fay,  Jim,  where  do  you  get  your  umbrellas 
repaired?"  Second  Ditto  :  "  At  So-and-so's.  Do  yon 
waat  one  mending  ?  "  First  Ditto  :  "  Well.  I've  one  that 
wants  re-covering,  and  a  new  stick  putting  to  it.  I've  got 
the  ribs,  but  three  of  'em  are  broken." 


Which,  of  course,  in  turn,  reminds  me  of  the  man  who 
called  at  the  oobller's.  "Can  you  mend  me  a  piir  of 
boots  ?  "  he  irquired.  "  Yeesir,  I  think  I  oin.  What  do 
they  r^quire  ?  "  "  Well,  they  want  soling."  "  Yessir. 
Anything  else  ?  "  "  And  heeling."  "Yesiir.  Anything 
else?"  "And  you'll  have  to  put  new  tops  on  them." 
'  Good  gracious,  man,  it's  a  new  pair  of  boots  you 
want !  "  gisped  the  cobbler.  And  the  customer  smiled 
sweetly,  as  he  aurmnred  :  "Oh,  no,  I  don't.  I  have  the 
lace  holes,  and  they're  quite  good  yet." 


A  consignment  of  small  live  perch  and  grayling  were 
feat  from  the  Minor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire,  on 
Wednesday  last  for  Colombo  in  Oeylon.  They  were 
despatched  in  two  specially  constructed  barrels  with 
large  ice  chambers,  and  will  receive  every  attention  cn 
me  way.  It  is  hoped  gome  or  all  of  them  may  reach 
destination  safely. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[September  8,  1900 


Merry  Margfate !  Where  can  I  find  during  the 
eamtcer  months  better  cover  and  occupation  during 
occasional  inclement  weather— such  as  characteiiscB  the 
present  chaugeable  season.  To  find  the  fragrance  of 
iodine  waffed  from  the  ever-gurglii g  sea,  to  breathe  the 
freest  of  eir  direct  from  the  North  Pole,  to  be  secure  of 
healthful  amusement  under  cover  in  the  daytime,  "  when 
the  stnrr.  y  minds  do  blow,"  and  when  PJuvius  visits  us 
with  his  watering-pot,  ard  "  the  heavens  are  telling  "  their 
liquid  story,  I  have  not  found  a  marine  home  like  Margate. 
Tiien,  during  fine  weather,  it  is  no  small  j  ly  to  bs  within 
an  easy  drive  (by  road  or  rail)  of  Broadslairs,  Ramsgate, 
Pegwell  Biy,  Wes'gtte,  or  even  Dover  and  Polkostone, 
and  other  plao=(s.  Toe  South-Eistern  and  Chatham  and 
Dover  lines  rffer  splendid  facilities  and  a  quick  run.  Next 
Thursday  (13th)  the  Margate  Eegatta  will  doubtless  draw 
erowds  of  people  from  the  surrounding  country,  as  well  as 
from  London. 


I  SPENT  (never  mind  how  much)  another  week-end  at 
Barton.  I  did  not  arrive  early  enough  on  the  "  First," 
so  didn't  use  my  gun.  The2nd  Sept.  wasa  dies  Tjon;  and  the 
3rd— well,  I  had  to  come  away.  No  matter  !  it  has  been 
arranged  for  someone  else  to  use  it.  Same  folks  prefer 
partridge  to  chub.    So  do  I. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Then,  as  to  the  river  (as  Mr.  Howlett  cills  it,  "  the 
pretty  Lark  stream  "),  it  was  very  clear,  but  very  fishable. 
Mr.  Hewlett  rowed  us  (Drag,  Mrs.  Drag,  and  Horace 
Drag)  right  along  up  to  the  Tuddenham  river,  and  showed 
us  the  best  spots  for  fishing.  The  weeds  have  been  cut 
and  roEch  and  dace  are  to  hi  seen  in  shoals. 

 >♦♦-<  

A  FINE  trotit,  a  cheeky  one,  and  a  good  6-ponnder  would 
not  move  from  its  quiet  retreat  as  the  boat  glided  by.  I 
have  Eaid  so  much  and  so  often  about  the  river  and  its 
beautiful  surroundings  that,  whether  I  fish  or  no,  nothing 
is  more  pleasant  to  me  than  to  wander  along  the  high-roid 
(but  still  a  country  lane)  from  Barton  to  Mildenhall,  call 
on  "Charley"  Brown,  cne  of  the  secretaries,  or  "Joe" 
Parker  at  tlie  Mill,  and  at  tbfl  White  Hart  Hotel,  and 
have  a  chat  with  Host  G  Jiffjry.  The  last  time  I  saw 
him_  he  took  me  all  over  his  spacious  premises — bed-rooms, 
eitiiag-rooms,  drawing-room,  billiard -room,  and  a  "hall" 
capable  of  accommodating  200  to  dinner  or  supper.  It  is 
really  a  grand  place,  and  by  this  time  will  ba  occupied  by 
grandees  on  shooting  or  fishing  bent. 

 >  » <  

"I  THINK  that  is  all"  (as  "Daisy"  says  in  all  the 
letters  she  writes  from  Saffron  Walden  during  her  month's 
Vholiday),  and  then  goes  on  to  tell  me  all  the  news.  I 
forsot  to  say  that  Mr.  Temple  and  I  helped  each  other  in 
taking  some  photos  of  various  curios  in  Mr.  Howlett's 
Loid  Mayor's  Cottage,  and  sampled  some  "minerals." 
We  also  saw,  what  was  to  me,  at  least,  a  curious  sight — a 
neet  of  five  hedgehogs,  and  their  rolly-polly  mother.  Thsy 
were  found  in  a  barley  field,  and  are  being  tenderly 
nurtured.  I'm  not  much  of  a  countryman,  but  hedge- 
hogs and  moles  are  generally  rutbhssly  destroyed,  although 
they  would,  if  left  to  enjoy  life,  destroy  myriads  of  insects. 
But  I  must  stop,-or  biiog  a  hornet's  nest  about  my  ears. 


Talking  of  hornets,  I  have  seen  a  nest  or  two  in  my 
time,  but  was  never  stung  by  one.  Hornets  can  sting, 
and  Mr.  Howlett  managed  to  get  a  simple  on  his  hand. 
"  It  was  a  dreadful  sight."  Taking  Barton  or  Mildenhall 
as  the  base,  anglers  may  visit  West  Eow,  Worlington, 
Icklingham,  right  away  to  Bury  St.  Edmuods.  Tickets 
for  fishing  may  be  obtained  at  all  these  places.  "  I  think 
that's  all." 

 >♦♦■»<  

I  roEGOT  to  £ay  that  Mr.  W.  Howes,  late  host  of  the 
Bull  Hotel  at  Barton  Mills,  has  left  that  comfortable 
hostelry,  and  may  be  found  at  the  White  House,  Barton. 
He  has  boats  and  baits,  and  wiU  accompany  anglers  to  any 
spot  they  may  wish  to  go.  A  letter  to  him  will  secure 
every  accommodation  and  attention.  He  will,  on  Oct.  12, 
enter  into  possession  of  the  Dog  and  Partridge  (about 
200jds.  from  the  Bull),  where  he  will  he  pleased  to  see 
any  of  his  old  friends.  The  Bull  is  now  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Carswell,  who  is  completely  overhauling  the 
premises,  and  has  every  accommodation  for  "  man  and 
beast."  I  found  the  new  landlord  a  very  genial  business 
man.    "  I  think  that  is  all." 

 >  »  «  ♦  <  

No  ;  I  forgot  to  say  that  Mr.  Paul  Tpylor  (staying  a 
the  White  House)  has  bean  piloted  by  Mr.  Howes  to  a 
spot  aVounding  with  fish.  I  do  not  know  what  flies 
he  used,  but  he  had  a  fine  lot  of  dace  and  chub.  The 
largest  chub  (measured  and  weighed  by  myself  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Morby)  was  as  follows  :  Length,  21in.  ;  girth, 
llfin.  ;  weight,  31b.  UJoz.  "  I  think  that  is  all  "—till  I 
go  again. 


Writing  from  Richmond,  Surrey,  Mr.  Bailey  says  : 
"  We  had  quite  a  little  sporting  affair  on  Sept.  2,  in  the 
shape  of  a  match  between  H.  A.  Bailey  and  W.  Barrett, 
puntmen,  and  Prank  Brown  and  Walter  Hayter ;  one  rod 
only  ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  Brown's  side  bad  a  splendid  take 
of  sixty-one  roach  and  dace  (the  dace  running  from  3oz.  up 
to  ^Ib.).  The  other  side  also  had  a  nice  take  of  three 
dozen.  H.  Mansell  was  also  out,  and  had  five  good  bream, 
with  two  dozen  other  good  fish.  Job  Brain,  senior,  also 
had  a  good  take  of  fish  ;  so  Richmond  seems  to  be  coming 
back  to  its  old  form." 

 >♦*♦<  

A  FINE  carp  weighing  nearly  91b.  was  taken  in  the  lake 
in  the  grounds  of  Wimbledon  House  on  Tuesday,  and 
exhibited  at  the  meeting  of  the  local  angling  olnb  the  same 


evening.  It  was  found  on  a  shallow  nearly  dead,  and 
afterwards  tuccnmbed.  There  are  a  good  many  heavy 
carp  in  the  lake  in  question,  but  they  are  most  difficult  to 
catch.  The  fishing  in  the  lake  is  now  rented  by  Mr.  A. 
Standen,  and  can  be  fished  (Sen  lays  included)  for  2s.  per 
day. 


Mr.  T.  Lucas,  of  the  Stookwell  A  S.,  writes  :  "  One  of 
our  members  (Mr.  I.  Shepherd)  left  a  landing-net  on  the 
bank  at  Palborough  on  Sept.  2  near  the  th  lUows.  If  any- 
one reports  the  finding  of  the  same  would  they  kindly  let 
me  know  ? " 


The  "Thames  Angling  News"  for  September  is  to 
hand.  It  contains,  in  addition  to  "  Gossip  "  concerning 
the  Thames,  an  interview  of  Mr.  T.  U.  K.  Sinibaldi  (a 
celebrated  Thames  fisherman);  articles  on  "Autumn 
Reaching ";  a  slice  out  of  the  "  Compleat  Angler"; 
"  Amongst  the  Bream  on  a  Norfolk  Broad  "  ;  "  Winter 
Angling  in  the  Thames,"  &o.,  &o. 


The  result  of  the  swan  marking  last  month  between 
London  and  Henley  showed  the  numbers  to  be  as  under  : — 
Queen's:  Old,  124;  young,  64.  Vintners':  Old,  109; 
young.  38.  Dyers':  Old,  81;  young,  28.  This  shows  a 
total  of  443  birds, as  against  582  in  1899.  The  full  returns, 
however,  are  not  sent  in  until  September.  Tom  Abnet 
attributes  the  falling  off  in  a  great  measure  to  the  cold  and 
wet  spring.  For  instance,  tha  prolific  pair  of  birds  on  the 
Eton  water,  who  have  in  their  time  been  responsible  for 
fifty  offspring,  have  only  four  young  birds  this  year,  as 
against  double  that  number  both  last  year  and  in  1898. 
And  one  of  the  black  swans  at  Goring  has  failed  alto- 
gether, although  she  has  tried  her  hardest.  She  com- 
menced  with  four  eggs,  which  were  spoiled  ;  then  another 
lot  of  six  met  a  similar  fate,  and  then,  a  further  seven 
going  wrong,  the  disgusted  bird  gave  it  up  altogether. 


To  remind  us  that  we  are  growing  older  comes  "The 
Anglers'  Record  "  from  Leeds,  edited  by  F.  A.  Redding. 
The  "  Doings  of  the  Clubs,"  and  accounts  of  the  Brigg 
and  other  matches,  and  "  Correspondence  "  makes  up  a 
very  interesting  number. 


This  from  Mr.  Sam  Morby:  "Dear  Drag,— When 
shall  we  have  a  day  on  the  Thames  together  ?  "  I  looked 
at  my  list  of  engagfmentsand  appointments,  and  discovered 
that  the  only  day  available  for  another  month  would  be 
Sept.  4.  The  Thames  is  a  noble  river,  a  beautiful  river, 
a  fishful  river;  the  scenery  along  its  banks  as  far  as 
Abingdon  is  almost  indescribable.  I  have  fished  it  from 
bank  and  punt  in  all  weathers  and  all  seasons — at  Goring 
when  the  miniature  icebergs  somewhat  interfered  with 
successful  jack  fishing,  the  baits  in  the  can  being  literally 
frozen  in;  at  Staines  for  seven  week-ends  in  succession, 
when  it  rained  every  outing  all  day ;  and  when  the  sun 
has  almost  cooked  me  (this  was  not  at  Cookham).  I  have 
slipped  on  my  back  in  the  icy  punt,  with  Mr.  Amphlett  at 
Kingston  (only  me,  not  Mr.  A,).    I  have 


Yes  ;  I  have  had  many  happy  days — and  miserable ; 
successful  and  otherwise.  Sept.  4  was  decided  upon,  and 
the  letter  "fixing"  the  engagement  ran  thus:  "Nine 
o'clock  sharp  at  Waterloo  for  Twickenham.  I  have  wired 
John  Spong,  of  the  Two  Sawyers,  to  have  punt  and  baits 
ready.  Don't  lumber  yourself  up  with  rods  or  tackle ; 
bring  nothing  but  yourself  and  your  waterproof.  Leave 
the  rest  to  me."  I  was  at  Waterloo  fifteen  minutes  before 
my  time ;  Sam  was  there,  too,  and  I  fancy  I  heard  him 
mutter,  "  Mirabile  dictw  !  "  Well,  I  thought  he  meant, 
"  have  a  cup  of  cold  tea,"  but  as  he  didn't  offer  it  to  me  I 
went  without.  Arrived  at  the  Two  Sawyers,  everything 
was  ready  for  the  slaughter  of  the  innocents. 

 >  »  <  »  <  

The  greeting  from  that  well-knovra  fisherman,  Spong, 
was  a  hearty  one.  He  always  attends  the  annual  banquet 
of  the  Caxtonians,  of  which  I  am  an  honorary  member, 
and  over  which  that  veteran  angler,  Mr.  Gate,  sheds  his 
benign  influence — and  in  whose  brougham  I  am  annually 
driven  to  "  Drag  Mansion."  Now  to  business.  Sam 
torgets  nothing ;  every  little  detail  is  taken  into  account, 
and  woe  betide  the  man  who  fails  him.  His  orders  were  : 
"  Just  put  a  few  biscuits  and  cheese,  some  ale,  and  a  bottle 

of  ,  and  a  dozen  sodas  in  the  punt.    Luncheon  ?  well, 

say  1.30.  Yes ;  roast  fowl  and  fixings ;  that  will  do." 
"  Angling  made  easy  !  "  was  my  ejaculation. 


Spono  moored  ns  just  outside  "  Pope's  V^illa,"  and 
expeditiously  got  to  work.  The  swim  was  baited,  the  rods 
all  ready,  and  in  one  minute  Sam  had  taken  the  first  fish 
— a  dace  of  at  least  7oz.  Good  !  But  it  was  too  early  to 
wet  it,  and  agreed  to  wait  till  a  dozen  were  captured. 
That  soon  "  happened."  And  then — well,  we  "wetted." 
Spong  on  the  punt  well,  Sam  and  "  Drag  "  in  comfortable 
chairs,  leaning  back,  with  a  cigar  on — nothing  to  do  but 
pull  up  the  fish,  have  our  hooks  re-baited,  and  "proceed 
as  before."  Worms,  gentles,  boiled  wheat,  breadcrust, 
were  all  used  in  turn,  and  I  do  not  quite  know  which  was 
the  most  succetgful  lure.  "They  have  opened  the  gates 
at  Richmond,"  said  Spong,  when  I  told  him  the  stream 
had  almost  ceased  to  run,  "  Yes;  yon  may  as  well  have 
five  minutes'  interval — and  a  small  soda.    We  did. 


"  Now,  gentleman,  get  ready  !  "  More  fishing.  Then 
another  of  Spong's  punts,  with  son  Robert  (another  good 
Thames  professional)  on  board,  came  alongside  with 
luncheon.  The  white  cloth  spread  over  the  punt  well. 
Roast  fowl  (all  hot)  and  beans,  &o.,  and  an  appetite. 


What  could  be  nicer  than  a  well-cooked  tender  chicken  r 
We  drank  the  health  of  the  cook  (Mrs.  Spong),  finished 
a  luxurious  repast,  and  cleared  the  decks  for  action,  onca 
more  into  the  breach.  The  day  was  dtllghtfuUy  fine  and 
favourable,  ond,  to  my  mind,  the  c  )lour  of  the  water 
excellent.  I  don't  care  to  say  how  many  roaoh  just  under 
the  7-inch  Thames  standard  were  thrown  back,  but 
between  the  two  of  us  there  were  eight  dozen  roach  and 
dace  in  the  well.  The  largest  roach  was  about  a  J-pounder. 
Sam  had  the  best  of  me — he  got  two  to  my  one — but 
there,  he  is  an  adept  at  Thames  fishing.  The  only 
"  specimen  "  taken  was  a  gudgeon,  which  Spong  said  was 
the  finest  he  had  seen  taken  from  the  Thames,  I  need 
hardly  say  that  before  the  poles  were  drawn  the  fish  were 
returned  to  grow  bigger, 

 >»«■»<  

"  I  THINK  that's  all,"  No  ;  a  swim  was  baited  up  for  a 
day's  barbel  fishing  for  Sam  on  the  6th.  Then  back  to  tea 
—new  laid  eggs,  &o.,  &c  — and  then  back  to  town,  after 
spending  the  most  enjoyalile  on  the  Thames  I  have  ever 
experienced.  I  must  have  another  turn  with  Spong,  Ho 
knows  his  business,  and  is  not  afraid  •f  work.  Ask  me 
again,  Sam,  when  you  have  time. 


I  MIGHT  just  say  that  the  world  is  very  small.  Of 
course,  we  onnot  alter  it,  but  while  camping  out  in  a 
lonely  meadow  in  Norfolk,  the  greeting,  "  Halloa, 
'  Drag,'  "  meets  your  ears  from  the  various  craft ;  and 
agaio,  when  you  take  a  day's  holidiy  on  the  Thames,  the 
steamboats,  heavily  laden  with  pleasure  seekers,  pass  you, 
causing  you  to  tremble  for  the  result  of  the  waves  (and  the 
electric  launches  are  the  greatest  sinners),  yon  are  accosted 
by  a  host  of  friends  and  acquaintances  with  the  same  old 
cry,  "  Halloa,  '  Drag  ' !  "  it  makes  you  wonder  where  to 
go  for  a  really  quiet  outing.  This  much  may  be  said 
for  the  captain  of  the  Cardinal  Wolsey,  to  whom  I 
touched  my  cap  (for  he  "  slowed  down  "  as  he  passed  our 
punt),  and  then  a  chorus  of  voices,  "  What  sport, 
'  Drag  '  ?  "  and  the  green  cover  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
was  held  up  to  show  that  they  read  the  oldest  paper  extant 
devoted  to  fishing.  "  I  think  that's  all,"  only  there's  a 
lot  more,  and  the  check  is  on. 


A-FlSHING, 

I  TOOK  the  maid  a-fishing,   I  dropped  her  first  a  line 

And  hoped  she'd  find  the  bait  I  offered  good, 
I  waited  for  the  answ'ring  knock,  and  wore  my  patience 
fine. 

For  I  found  her  in  a  most  provoking  mood. 
But  she  answered  to  my  angling,  she  responded  to  my  cast, 

Then  I  made  my  preparations  full  of  pride. 
For  I  thought  I'd  hooked  my  beauty  without  a  doubt  at 
last. 

Oh,  to  have  her  in  the  punt  close  to  my  side  ! 
I  took  the  maid  a-fishing  when  the  trees  were  full  and 
free. 

We  drifted  very  gently  down  the  stream. 
And  aa  I  punted  slowly  on  I  thought  that  I  must  be 

Enchanted  in  the  glories  of  a  dream. 
Yet  I  revelled  in  the  present — every  dog  has  got  its  day, 

And  we  ran  snoh  pleasant  gossip  off  the  reel, 
Whilst  she  played  with  me,  and  told  me,  in  a  pretty 
laughing  way 

That  I  shouTd'nt  catch  enough  to  fill  my  creel, 
I  took  the  maid  a-fishing,  and  I  took  her  by  surprise. 

At  least  she  told  me  this  in  after  days ; 
I  was  challenged  by  the  glamour  of  her  dark  and  merry 
eyes. 

And  I  "  Btruok  "  before  the  brilliance  of  their  rays. 
Now  I  take  my  wife  a-fishing,  and  the  air  is  full  of  song. 

We  remember  that  bright  morn  of  years  ago  ; 
Whilst  I  laughingly  remind  her  as  we  slowly  glide  along 

Of  the  greatest  catch  that  I  shall  ever  know. 

Krtptos, 

■     >  »»♦<  

An  Acton  club  secretary  asks  to  be  informed  as  to  what 
constitutes  a  public  water — such  as  Welsh  Harp,  Wimble- 
don Lake,  Black  Dog  Fishery,  &c.  If  I  "  grasp  the 
situation,"  it  means  that  when  prizes  are  given  for  com- 
petition the  stipulation  is  made,  "  private  waters  barred," 
or  "  any  public  water,"  In  my  opinion  (and  it  is  shared 
by  scores  of  good,  sound  anglers),  a  private  water  is  one 
for  which  permission  to  fish  must  be  obtained.  Therefore, 
if  "A"  or  "B"  are  favoured  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
whole  club  could  get  such  permission.  Any  "  puhlic 
water  "  means  that  any  member  of  a  club  may  fish  either 
free  or  on  payment  of  so  much  a  day  or  year.  This  may, 
and  does,  cost  as  much  as  ten  guineas ;  but  it  is  open  to 
all  comers,  and  is,  therefore,  public.  I  have  often  heard 
it  remarked  that  one  member  had  more  favourable 
opportunities  for  fishing  than  another,  and  that  the  purses 
were  not  equally  heavy.  When  an  outing  is  arranged  the 
secretary  or  committee  should  decide  where,  when,  and 
how  to  fish.    Then  there  would  be  no  "  trouble." 

 >  »»♦<  

A  LARGE  school  of  whales  has  been  captured  at  White^ 
ness,  in  Shetland.  The  whales  were  seen  coming  towards 
the  land,  and  a  number  of  boats  were  then  put  off,  the 
crews  succeeding  in  driving  them  into  shallow  water.  The 
monsters  numbered  200,  and  the  scene  at  the  killing  was 
horrible  to  witness.  Men  and  boys  waded  into  the  water 
armed  with  knives,  scythes,  or  any  weapon  that  could  out 
and  maini.  Almost  the  whole  population  of  the  place 
were  present. 


Why  are_  schoolmasters  and  schoolboys  like  dogs  and 
cats  respectively  P  Because  one  is  the  canine,  the  other 
the /eJt'ne  race."  Dbasnkt. 
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MY  "FORMOSA"  TROUT. 


The  island  of  Formosa  is  situated  a  little  to  the 
west  of  the  longitude  of  Greenwich,  and  between 
the  degrees  of  latitude  50°  and  52^. 

"  Eh,  what  ?  "  is  the  query  I  hear  come  with  due 
emphasis  from  some  readers.  "  Why,"  is  the 
repeated  query,  "  what  nonsense  is  'P.  T. '  telling 
us  now  ?  Surely  the  island  of  Formosa  is  off  the 
coast  of  China,  and  the  degrees  which  he  is  giving 
us  are  those  that  intersect  England." 

Well,  I  don't  deny  your  assertion.    Still,  I  hold 
to  my  statement  that  my  Formosa  is  placed  in 
the  position  as  I  have  described  it  above.  Tet 
not   to  unduly   excite  your  feelings — I  hate 
argufying — I  will  at  once  tell  you  that  the  island 
•to  which  I  am  referring  stands  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  below  Cookham  Lock  on  the  Thames,  and 
facing  Hedsor,  or,  to  be  exactly  exact,  opposite 
the  spot  where  two  woods — not  waters — meet, 
those  of  Cliefdon  and  Hedsor.     This  was  the 
scene  of  one  of  my  successful  adventures  with  one 
of  those  magnificent  sporting  fish,  the  trout  of 
that  river.     While  seiTing  my  apprenticeship 
to  this  profession,  i.e.,  Thames  trouting,  it  did  not 
take  me  long  to  understand  that  it  was  more 
advantageous  to  mark  your  fish  down  before 
attempting  to  catch  him.    In  fact,  it  saves  a 
great  deal  of  labour  and  much  waste  of  time  by 
so  doing.     That  a  few  trout  will  sometimes 
change  their  feeding  ground  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  but  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  six 
out  of  seven,  to  put  it  in  calculative  figures,  will 
daily  feed  in  the  same  vicinity.    What  is  more, 
my  experience,  not  only  of  Thames  trout,  but  all 
"  giants  "  of  the  West  Country,  and,  I  may  add, 
in  the  several  parts  of  England  and  Wales 
in  which  I  have  fished,  leads    me  to  know 
they    will,    as    a    rule — there    are  exceptions, 
necessarily — breakfast  and  dine  with  the  same 
regularity  as  a  regiment    of    soldiers — when, 
of  course,  not  on  active  service.     But  it  is 
not  my  intention  on  this  occasion  to  write  a 
treatise  on  the  habits  of  the  trout — that  will  keep 
until  the  "dead  season" — and  I  will  therefore  enter 
into  the  details  of  this  capture  without  further 
preamble.    Yet,  as  I  jog  along  on  my  journey, 
I  may  note  a  few  matters  which  may  be  useful  to 
those  who  would  venture  on  a  like  undertaking. 
At  the  same  time  it  will  be  taking  safer  ground 
if  I  say  I  do  not  do  this  with  any  idea  that  I 
know  more  about  it  than  others  ;  but  you  will  no 
doubt  remember  the  sentence,  "  Out  of  the  mouths 
of    babes  and  sucklings  hath  thou  ordained 
strength,"  and  therefore  the  knowledge  I  have 
gained  may  be  of  some  service  even  to  those 
initiated  in  the  science. 

It  was  quite  by  chance  that  I  "  harboured  "  this 
fish.  It  happened  thus :  One  afternoon,  as  I 
walked  down  the  towing-path,  which  lies  on  the 
Hedsor  side,  when  coming  from  Bourne  End, 
where  I  had  been  to  see  the  crew  do  their  spin,  as 
I  came  alongide  of  one  of  those  picturesque 
cottages  which  are  dotted  here  and  there  among 
the  beautiful  foliage  on  the  Bucks  shore,  I  saw  a 
shoal  of  small  fish  flying  (figuratively  speaking, 
of  course)  over  the  surface  of  the  river  close  xmder 
the  bank  of  the  island  on  the  opposite  side.  At 
the  moment  it  occurred  to  me  that  Master 
"  J ack  "  was  on  the  prowl,  but  as  I  stood  and 
watched  I  saw  a  fair-sized  dorsal  fin  appear  above 
the  water,  and  immediately  I  knew  it  could  not  be 
one  of  the  Esox  lucius  tribe,  they  not  possessing 
that  appendage. 

"Struck  ile,"  I  mentally  ejaculated,  and  im- 
mediately pulled  out  my  watch  to  mark  the  time 
at  which  the  hands  stood,  and  on  reaching  home 
made  a  written  note  of  the  fact. 

From  the  errand  on  which  I  had  been  it  will  be 
understood  that  Thames  trout  fishing  had  not 
commenced,  the  date  being  the  1st  of  April  (I 
wonder  if  the  authorities  who  fixed  that  day  were 
pulling  anyone's  leg.  Had  me  fast  and  sure  on 
my  first  effort ;  but  that  tale  I  have  told  already). 
In  these  circumstances  I  had  to  "  bide  my  time," 
but  when  the  "  first "  came  I  had  other  fish  to  "  fry," 
or  rather  catch,  which  I  knew  if  I  was  not  on 
"  betimes  "  I  should  only  come  in  "  second  best," 
as  you  may  be  certain  it  is  the  business  of  all 
professionals  to  locate  every  fish  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood and  duly  inform  their  "best  friends," 
that  is,  their  best  patrons,  of  the  fishes'  location. 
It  was  therefore  near  the  end  of  the  month  before 
I  took  my  way  in  my  punt  up  through  Boulter's 


Lock  and  proceeded  along  under  those  beautiful 
woods  of  Cliefdon  to  the  sanctuary  of  my  prey. 

Had  the  day,  or  rather  evening,  been  made  for 
the  object  I  had  in  view  it  could  not  have  been- 
in  my  idea — better.  There  was  just  sufficient 
balmy  wind  to  make  a  "  cockle  "  on  the  surface  of 
the  river,  and  this  was  caused  by  a  gentle  westerly 
breeze,  yet  not  too  strong  to  cast  a  minnow 
against,  even  had  I  required  to  do  so.  I  seldom 
make  a  downstream  cast,  throwing  as  a  rule  at 
right  angles  and  letting  the  bait  come  round  in  a 
half  circle. 

I  enjoyed  that  punt  up  very  much,  but  the  view 
as  I  neared  my  destination  was  not  so  pleasing, 
because  when  I  came  within  sight  of  the  island  I 
could  see  another  punt  containing  two  men,  one, 
who  was  in  the  bows,  navigating    the  craft 
with  his  "  pole,"  and  the  other  sitting  on  the 
well — no,  I  will  not  spar  for  a  small  joke  I 
once  read,  it  is  too  profound  for  me.    I  will 
not  repeat  what  I  said,  when  they  caught  my 
gaze,  about  their  manner  of  trying  to  capture 
this    noble    fish.     I    contented    myself  with 
"waiting  and  watching,"  trusting  that,  as  the 
hour  of  supping  of  the  fish  I  had  come  in  search 
had  not  yet  arrived,  they  would  not  be  successful 
I  must  admit  it  was  a  trying  time,  and  the  time 
seemed  long,  as  the  man  seated  on  the  well  was 
employing  a  mode  of  fishing  which  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  (I  don't  expect  everyone  will 
"  all  of  a  heap  "  agree  with  me,  but  "  the  time  will 
come  ")  it  is  extremely  to  be  regretted  it  is  allowed 
to  be  practised.     I  had  hoped  that  when  the 
riparian  owners  began  to  assert  their  rights  by  legal 
proceedings  to  their  waters  they  would  further 
bring  their  power  to  bear  by  forbidding  anyone 
to  fish  in  the  manner  employed  by  the  angler  whose 
"  operations  "  I  was  then  watching.  Thames 
trout  are  none  too  numerous,  which  fact  is  shown 
by  the  returns  made  of  those  captured  in  the 
past  year,  and  every  means  should  be  exercised 
to  bring  about  their  increase.    It  is  a  "proved 
fact,"  as  Mr.  Gholmondeley  Pennell  would  have 
termed  it,  that  trout  will  grow  to  a  greater  size  in 
the  Thames  than  elsewhere  in  England,  and  their 
pluck  and  strength  cannot  be  equalled,  not  even 
by  the  lordly  salmon,  of  whose  reappearance 
in  the  Thames  there  is  some  idea  on  foot.  But, 
"  Trust  her  not,  she's  fooling  thee ;  take  care, 
take  care  !  "   Why,  then,  should  those  we  have, 
and    have    proved    themselves   to  be  of  the 
greatest  value,  not  be  taken  care  of  by  every 
means  it  is  possible  to  bring  into  force?  The 
use  of  the  trimmer  is  unlawful.    Yet,  I  would 
ask,  what  on  earth  is  the  diiference  between  those 
instruments  and  "  live   baiting "  with  a  rod  ? 
There,  now  I  have  "  spilt  the  milk,"  and  no  doubt 
shall  bring  a  ton  or  two  of  hot  shells  on  my  poor 
head  for  my  suggestions.    Still,  I  have  several 
■'  Maxims  "  ready  to  discharge.    The  use  is  only 
'  the  same  with  a  difference."    But  I  will  say  no 
more  on  the  subject  for  the  present,  yet  this  may 
be  taken  only  as  "for  the  first  time  of  asking," 
and  I  trust  the  seed  I  am  trying  to  sow  will  not 
all  have  fallen  on  barren  soil. 

Luck  on  the  occasion  of  which  I  am  writing  was 
mine,  for  after  trying  for  some  haK  hour  longer 
without  attaining  their  desire,  these  two — Boers 
I  should  call  them  now,  then  I  thought  them 
Bores — took  their  way  up-stream,  and  as  they 
turned  the  bend  of  the  river  I  saw  the  trout  feed. 
Unfortunately  I  was  some  time  reaching  the  spot, 
and  before  I  could  get  my  rod  together  he  had 
satisfied  his  appetite,  and,  though  I  tried  over  and 
about  the  place  in  which  I  had  seen  him  taking 
his  meal,  he  would  not  look  at  my  bait,  spin  as 
;3rettily  as  I  was  able.  Finding  my  efforts  fruit- 
less I  sat  me  down  on  the  bow  of  the  punt  and 
considered  what  I  had  better  do  about  the  matter. 
My  first  thought  was  to  make  a  night  of  it  so  as 
to  be  about  with  the  early  worm,  but  as  I  had 
only  punted  up  in  a  "sweater"  and  thin  coat, 
that  old  friend  (?)  rheumatism  came  vividly  before 
my  eyes;  yet  the  temptation  was  great.  How- 
ever, the  idea  suddenly  occurred  to  me  that  I 
might  be  first  on  hand  if  I  left  my  punt  with  the 
ferryman  and  came  over  as  soon  as  daylight  did 
appear  on  the  following  morning.  This  I  pro- 
ceeded to  do,  and  before  retiring  to  rest  that  night 
set  the  alarm  in  my  bedroom  at  3.30  a.m. 

I  was  living  some  three  miles  from  the  spot, 
and  I  thought  by  the  time  I  had  walked  that 
distance  and  got  my  rod  rigged  up  it  would 
be  about  the  trout's  breakfast  time.  Going 
to  bed  early,  I  slept  a  good  sleep,  and  was 


duly  aroused  by  the  sharp  tinck,  tinck,  tinck,  of 
the  alarm,  as  its  harem  scarem  ran  its  course,  and 
immediately  jumped    (no,  I  did  not  "  jump  " ; 
that  would  have  aroused  another,  and  I  did  not 
want  any  "  nasty  jars  "  about  "  idiotic  infatua- 
tion"), crept  out  of  bed,  and,  after  drinking  a 
cup  of  cocoa  thick  enough  to  stand  a  spoon  in, 
went  to  the  door  with  the  purpose  of  starting  on 
my  way.  But  I  had  hardly  opened  it  when,  much 
to  my  surprise,  I  found  it  raining  in  torrents 
(evidently  wasn't  half  awake),  and  the  wind  blow- 
ing fairly  strong,  which,  as  I  was  on  my  venture 
single-handed,  was  a  nuisance.    Putting  on  a 
mackintosh,  however,  I  started,  and  eventually 
reached   Cliefdon    Ferry.     Here  I  found  the 
punt.    "  Well,  you  found  the  punt,"  remarks  the 
reader;  "get  on."     Yes,  I  found  the  punt,  but 
the  ferryman,  to  guard  against  accidents,  had 
removed  the  punt  pole  and  all  other  belongings. 
What  was  I  to  do  ?    I  hadn't  sufficient  cheek  to 
knock  him  up  at  4.30  a.m.,  so  I  sheltered  myself 
under  a  spreading  tree,  and  hoped  for  some 
unexpected  reason  he  would  soon  be  stirring. 
Meantime  I  would  keep  watch  on  the  further 
shore  to  see  if  the  fish  moved.    "  No,  it  did  not  I" 
(answer  to  reader's  inquiry).   In  about  an  hour 
the  ferryman  turned  up,  and  soon  I  was  shoving 
the  punt  across  the  river,  but  the  wind  was 
huffing  about  in  a  very  indecent  manner,  and  it 
was  some  time  before  I  could  "make"  the  position 
I  wished  to  take  up.  The  wind  was  blowing  right 
upstream  with  a  force  of  half  a  gale.    At  length 
I  got  fixed  as  I  wished,   then  put  my  rod 
together,  and,  as  I  sat  on  the  well  thus  occu- 
pied, suddenly  a  beautiful  trout  threw  itself  clean 
out  of  the  water.     At  once  I  began  to  spin, 
commencing  about  30ft.  above  where  the  fish 
had  shown.    But  before  I  could  make  more  than 
two  casts  the  wind  took  command  of  the  craft, 
swinging  her  right  over  the  spot  from  which  the 
trout  had  leaped.    As  Lord  Salisbury  is  reported 
to  have  said  about  Kruger's  ultimatum,  I  used,  I 
fear,  language  "  not  fitted "  for  this  assembly. 
But  the  "untoward  incident,"  as  another  great 
statesman  termed  one  of  our  reverses  in  South 
Africa,  "  had  not  got  to  the  bottom  of  Old 
England  "  (fancy  "  P.  T."  posing  as  Old  England ; 
well,  you  never  know  your  luck  !),  and  I  propelled 
the  punt  upstream  again.    To  avoid  making  more 
disturbance  than  absolutely  necessary,  instead  of 
putting  my  pole  in  the  water  I  prodded  it  in  the 
bank  of  the  island,  and  with  some  difficulty  I  at 
length  reached  my  first  position.    There  I  stayed 
for  a  little  to  rest  the  fish,  but  I'll  admit  my 
hopes  of  success  were  not  great.    But  luck  was 
with  me.    In  a  few  moments  I  saw  an  eddy 
caused  by  some  form  moving  beneath  the  surface 
close  against  the  bank,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
shoal  of  small  fish  skimmed  through  the  air  for  a 
foot  or  so.    Now  was  my  time,  and  in  a  twinkling 
of  an  eye  I  cast  my  minnow  (a  blue  phantom) 
about  2yds.  above  the  swirl  from  which  I  had 
seen  the  youngsters  rise.    Then  one  coil  I  made 
at  my  feet  with  the  line  as  I  drew  it  in,  then 
another,  and  again  another.    But  as  I  got  half 
way  through  the  next,  "  stop  "  came  the  signal, 
and  before  you  could  say  "  R.  B.  M.,"  my  reel  was 
singing  a  merry  tune,  and  away  went  30yds.  of 
line.    At  this  exciting  moment,  however,  I  heard 
a  splash  of  a  punt  pole  behind  me,  and,  turning 
quickly  to  see  what  had  occurred,  a  voice  broke 
the  air  in  no  measured  strain,  "  Done  brown,  by 
Jove  !  "  Pheasant  Tail. 


AUTUMN   TROUTING  IN 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


The  trout  stream  of  which  I  now  write  rises  up 
amongst  the  Cotswold  Hills,  and  flows  through 
picturesque  and  varied  scenery  of  hill,  wood,  and 
dale  into  the  Thames,  not  a  hundred  miles  from 
the  good  old  town  of  Lechlade,  passing  in  its 
course  many  a  beautiful  old  manor  house,  and 
more  than  one  stately  mansion. 

Once  more  I  receive  a  kindly  and  courteous  in- 
vitation to  fish  some  three  miles  of  well-stocked 
water,  and  I  was  to  bring  a  friend. 

Seated  behind  one  of  the  best  trappers  in  the 
county,  I  find  myself  bowling  along  over  the 
breezy  uplands,  and  get  on  the  water  about  noon, 
but  not  a  fin  could  we  see  move,  although  we 
could  see  several  fine  fish.  Brown  Alder  was  the 
fly  we  mounted,  one  of  James  Ogden's  deadly 
creations,  than  which  there  is  no  more  kUling  fly 
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for  Gloucestershire  during  August  and  Septem 
ber.  There  was,  however,  but  little  fly  of  any 
kind  on  the  water. 

We  had  not  been  long  at  work  before  the  robust 
and  genial  farmer  who  gave  us  the  invitation  to 
fish  rode  up  on  his  powerful  weight-carrying  cob, 
and  invited  us  to  his  house  to  luncheon,  which 
was  most  acceptable,  for  the  only  hotel  in  the 
village  was  some  two  miles  off.  He  was  a  typical 
Cotswolder,  of  medium  height,  broad-shouldered, 
and  with  a  bronzed  and  jovial  face  that  makes 
one  at  once  trust  and  like  him. 

After  having  a  few  more  casts  we  wended  our 
way  to  the  handsome  old  Tudor  manor  farm- 
house, with  gabled  roof,  &c.,  covered  with  ivy,  on 
the  top  of  the  hill  near  where  we  were  fishing. 
The  roomy  entrance  hall  was  filled  with  trophies 
of  the  chase,  guns  and  fishing  rods,  and  an 
immense  pair  of  buffalo  horns  hangs  up  over  the 
old  oaken  door. 

Our  luncheon  consisted  of  roast  beef  and  ham, 
old  Cheddar  and  cream  cheese  and  butter,  and 
such  whopping  tomatoes,  almost  as  big  as  cricket 
balls,  flanked  by  jugs  of  home-brewed,  nut-brown 
ale,  and  cyder,  whilst  a  crimson  red  flagon  had  a 
label  hung  round  its  neck  with  "  Scotch  "  thereon. 

Having  done  ample  j  ustice  to  the  good  things 
before  us,  a  cigar,  and  a  little  music,  we  again 
sallied  forth  to  try  our  luck  on  the  lower  water, 
which  we  were  warned  was  very  weedy,  and  so, 
indeed,  it  proved,  only  here  and  there  being  a 
clear,  deep  pool,  and  our  tramp  was  in  vain  ;  but 
the  quiet  rural  beauty  of  the  scene  made  ample 
amends  for  the  non-rising  fish. 

A.  sharp  shower  coming  on,  we  thought  it 
advisable  to  work  our  way  back  up  stream  to  the 
upper  or  "  Broad  "  water,  and,  after  partaking  of 
a  refreshing  cup  of  tea,  we  went  out  for  the 
evening  fishing ;  but  it  came  over  quite  cold,  and 
so  misty  that  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  get  back 
to  the  old  manor,  have  the  horse  put  to,  another 
cigar,  and  get  away  home  again,  after  having  had 
a  most  enjoyable  day,  but  with  our  creels  no 
heavier  than  when  we  started  in  the  morning. 

We  shall  do  better  next  spring,  all  being  well. 
I  find  that  several  otters  and  their  young  ones 
have  been  up  and  down  this  stream  all  the  season, 
and  distinct  traces  of  the  havoc  they  have  played 
amongst  both  trout  and  crayfish  are  distinctly 
visible  in  the  opposite  osier  beds,  so  that  it  was 
little  wonder  we  had  no  sport,  for  they  would 
undoubtedly  have  frightened  those  not  killed  into 
the  holes  in  the  banks  and  walls.  Their  peculiar 
cry  can  often  be  heard  by  passers-by,  and  the 
hospitable  farmer  who  gave  us  the  fishing  has 
trapped  one  of  upwards  of  2Ulb.,  and  his  bailiff 
has  shot  one  young  one  and  wounded  another. 
He  tells  me  their  strength  is  something  enormous, 
and  that  one  of  them  actually  dragged  the  trap 
out  of  the  ground  in  which  it  was  firmly  embedded, 
and  got  away  with  it  entirely. 

The  otter  hounds  are  being  invited  to  hunt 
these  trout  stream  clearers,  and  I  hope  soon  to  be 
able  to  recount  their  doings  to  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

At  the  old  inn.  The  Trout,  just  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  where  it  empties  itself  into  the  Thames, 
I  recently  saw  eight  large  barbel  hanging  up 
which  had  been  killed  by  the  otter,  several  of 
them  81b.  and  101b.  each.  During  the  day's 
fishing  I  saw  several  lovely  kingfishers  flit  past, 
their  gorgeous  plumage  flashing  in  the  sunlight 
I  saw  also  several  herons  get  up  in  the  marshes 

Dryply. 


A  VERY  PRIMITIVE  FISHING 
STATION. 

Guide-books  say  of  Runswick,  on  the  Cleve- 
land coast,  that  it  is  the  Clovelly  of  the  North ; 
while  of  the  neighbouring  place,  Staithes,  they 
inform  us  that  it  is  to  Yorkshire  exactly  what 
Polperro  is  to  Cornwall,  and  Llangranog  to  Cardi- 
ganshire. Sir  Walter  Besant,  however,  correctly 
says  you  cannot  compare  any  place  with  Staithes. 
Lifted  up  to  the  classics,  it  is  nothing  less  than 
the  scene  of  the  great  poem  of  Beowulf ;  and  one 
authority  has  gone  so  far  as  to  suggest  that  the 
adjacent  Boulby  Cliff,  666ft.  above  sea  level 
(the  highest  cliff  on  the  mainland  of  Britain,  I 
suppose,  except  High  Cliff,  705ft.,  in  Cornwall), 
18  an  easy  contraction  for  "Beowulf's  beorh," 
perhaps  the  place  where  the  king  was  bm-ied.  To 
come  again  to  the  modern,  young  James  Cook, 


afterwards  Captain  Cook,  first  fell  in  love  with  the 
sea  at  Staithes ;  and  to  the  still  more  modern,  this 
is  the  Corbiestanes  of  a  story  by  Mrs.  Charles 
Garnett,  who  claims  to  have  been  one  of  the  first 
discoverers  and  "  popularisers  "  of  its  very  much 
concealed  beauties. 

A  whole  volume  might  easily  be  written  about 
this  primitive  fishing  station  on  the  Cleveland 
coast.  It  is  a  world  to  itself,  pent  up  in  a  steep 
and  narrow  valley  between  two  headlands.  It  seems, 
however,  to  be  gradually  slipping  down  into  the 
sea  to  join  the  herrings,  upon  which  it  evidently 
thrives.  I  wonder  if  it  looked  such  an  Elysium  of 
primitive  simplicity  when  the  men  folk,  aided  by 
the  women,  did  their  roaring  contraband  trade.  The 
good  fellows  fight  as  shy  of  strange  revenue 
cutters  to-day  as  they  did  when  Captain  Cook  in 
embryo  was  serving  his  apprenticeship  at  Mr. 
Sanderson's,  the  grocer  and  draper.  Perhaps 
their  snugness  accounts  for  the  clinging  redo- 
lescence  of  fish,  both  raw  and  smoked ;  but,  then, 
kippers  always  were  delightful  to  most  nostrils, 
and  Staithes  is  a  far-famed  curing  depot.  As  to 
the  use  of  salted  fish,  it  may  not  be  generally 
known  that  the  red  herring  was  formerly  called  a 
'  rodney"  on  this  part  of  the  coast.  After  his 
victory  over  the  French  in  the  West  Indies,  some 
of  Admiral  Rodney's  men  were  paid  oft"  to  come 
back  to  their  fishing  at  Staithes  and  Whitby.  The 
herring  season  was  coming  on,  and,  fearing  that 
the  fishing  would  not  be  profitable,  the  admii-al 
scored  a  good  point  by  extolling  herrings  to  his 
king,  with  the  result  that  they  immediately 
appeared  on  the  royal  dinner  table;  and  the 
fashion  spread.  Staithes  owes  a  lasting  indebted- 
ness to  Rodney,  hence  the  appellation  mentioned. 

The  primifciveness  of  the  place  is  a  contrast  to 
Piccadilly,  and  the  Royal  Academy  has  been  all 
the  fresher  for  it.  Staithes  lies  in  a  trap  between 
the  land  and  the  sea,  scorning  the  former  very 
much  by  keeping  its  curious  face  resolutely  turned 
towards  the  sea.  Alike  from  landwards  and  cliff- 
wards,  it  remains  invisible  until  one  comes  to  the 
final  drop,  from  which  one  discerns  the  red  roofs 
of  the  town  below.  Through  the  centre  of  it 
runs  a  narrow,  crooked,  ill-paved  street,  foreign 
in  its  picturesqueness,  and  abounding  with  such 
foreign  smells  as  are  common  to  that  city  where 
eau-de-Cologne  was  erst  manufactured.  You 
would  give  any  fisher  boy  five  shillings  to  find 
you  a  trellised  verandah  overhung  with  ivies, 
roses,  clematises,  or  starry  jessamines ;  but 
lucky  that  tenant  whose  roof  won't  let  water 
through,  whose  windows  don't  leak,  and  doors 
don't  creak,  whose  walls  are  plumb  and  firm. 
Some  of  the  pantiled  cottages  are  built  into  the 
hillside,  as  though  they  intended  to  burrow  out  of 
sight  at  the  first  opportunity,  so  that  to  step  from 
the  door  of  one  house  down  the  chimney  of 
another  is  no  difficult  matter.  On  the  south  side 
of  the  main  street  narrow  courts  rise  steep  and 
confined,  each  with  its  flight  of  stone  stairs. 
Many  are  the  enforced  outlooks  upon  a  neigh- 
bour's not  over  cleanly  back  premises.  Such 
haphazard  building  arrangements  (?)  are  perhaps 
worth  trying  to  account  for.  It  seems  likely 
enough  that  the  freehold  of  this  rift  belonged  for 
many  generations  of  time  to  families  that  might 
be  numbered  on  the  fingers  of  one  hand,  and  they 
would  keep  out  the  foreigner  by  every  means  in 
their  power.  When  a  son  married  he  brought 
his  bride  straightway  home  to  the  paternal  roof- 
tree,  and  the  couple  lived  there  until  the  house 
became  unbearably  overcrowded  by  the  addition 
of  younger  stock.  The  father  of  the  new  family 
gets  notice  to  quit,  so  he  must  build  a  house  of 
his  own,  and  from  this  time  he  begins  to  collect 
bricks,  stones,  and  timber — now  and  again  a  load 
from  Whitby  in  one  of  the  family  cobles,  after 
discharging  a  cargo  of  fish  there.  He  knows  the 
art  of  domestic  architecture,  and  he  can  turn  his 
hand  to  mason- work.  So  if  it  happen  that  a  bit 
of  vacant  space  exist  anywhere  on  the  family  land 
he  runs  up  his  future  hive  there. 

Staithes  abounds  with  holes  and  corners.  In 
Whitechapel  they  would  have  become  dens  of 
thieves  of  the  worst  type.  Butcher's  meat, 
throttles,  kippers,  skins,  and  "  old  clo' "  hang  up 
side  by  side.  The  eye  is  confused  by  a  medley 
of  galleries,  pent-houses,  smoke-houses,  rocks, 
palings,  pig-sties,  paddocks,  a  wood  bridge,  boats, 
buoys,  ropes,  nets,  boathooks,  oars,  skeels, 
bladders,  baskets,  herring  and  cod  heads,  silvery 
herring  scales,  lobster-pots,  tins,  and  paddling 
bairns.    The  only  sti-eet  leads  down  crookedly 


into  the  sea,  without  affording  any  palpable 
means  of  escape,  so  that  a  bolting  horse  might 
just  possibly  end  his  career  like  the  herd  of  swine 
m  the  Bible  that  "  ran  violently  down  a  steep 
place  and  perished  in  the  waters."    On  either 
hand  is  a  lofty  cliff— Colbourn  Nab,  on  the  north 
side,  running  out  to  an  earthy  point  and  breaking 
down  sheer ;  that  on  the  south,  Piercey  or  Penny 
Nab,  a  more  rounded  bluff,  but  both  nearly 
400  feet  from  the  sea  level.    There  in  the  harbour 
are  dozens  of  gear-filled  boats,  poppling  on  the 
sea  top,  and  others  hauled  up  close  together  in  an 
oblique  position,  gorgeous  with  the  pigments 
which  streak  their  sides  and  gunwales.    On  the 
beach  is  a  familiar  group  of  brown-faced  men  in 
blue  worsted   jerseys,  sou'-westers,  pilot-cloth 
trousers,  and  high  boots,  unloading  a  trawler  and 
slithering   the  fish   into  rank-smelling  creels. 
Bright-eyed,  clear-skinned  women  and  girls  in 
mauve  print  hoods,  not  unlike  figures  from 
Picardy  or  Bretagne,  go  short-skirted  and  brown- 
legged,  clattering  in  clogs  and  sabots  up  the 
steep  street,  sometimes  with  heavy  skeels  of  fish 
poised  on  their  heads,  on  the  way  to  the  curing 
and  packing  sheds.     Fail  not  to  note  their 
muscularity,  the  sculpture-like  symmetry  of  their 
figures,  the  graceful  curves  and  circus-girl  lithe- 
ness,  the  erectness  of  their  walk.  In  these  corset- 
denounced  days  the  sight  should  be  sufficient  to 
make   fashion-tortured   belles  doubly  jealous. 
The  upgrown  fisher  lad  is  no  "spooney,"  and 
when  he  goes  after  one  of  these  domestic  pearls 
he  makes  good  looks  a  secondary  consideration. 
He  must  have  a  well-made  lass,  not  too  effeminate  ; 
one  who  has  tugged  and  tewed  with  her  father's 
boat  and  nets  as  well  as  beaten  the  household 
batter  and  scoured  out  pans;  one  not  above 
hugging   a   skeel   of    fish    on   ter  magnifi- 
cent crown  for  half  a  mile  without  setting 
it   down.     But    the    real   test   question  is: 
■•  Can  she  bait  a  line  F  "   Her  relatives  have  been 
known  to  retort  with  the  question,  "Can  he 
divide  £13  equally  among  seven  men  ?  "    If  he 
can  do  this  he  is  reckoned  a  bit  of  a  "  scholard," 
and  fit  to  auctioneer  a  sale  of  fish.    This  is  a  very 
necessary  function,  which  often  takes  place  so 
quietly  that  a  stranger  half  a  dozen  yards  off 
would  not  suspect  that  anything  out  of  the 
common  was  going  on,  unless  he  should  happen 
to  hear  a  gruffly  reiterated  "  het  "  (have  it),  which 
signifies  that  a  purchase  has  been  satisfactorily 
effected.    Up  to  twenty  years  ago,  however,  the 
current  coin  of  the  realm  was  something  of  a-^ 
puzzle  to  three-quarters  of  the  Staithes  fishermen. 
I  cannot  really  tell  whether  it  was  in  sheer 
ignorant' 3,  or  whether  it  was  purely  an  indis- 
pensable custom,  that  when  dividing  day  came 
round  for  the  co-partners  of  a  smack  the  sovereigns 
were  converted  into  shilling  pieces  and  doled  out 
by  the  skipper  one  at  a  time  while  the  men  stood 
around  him.    He  invariably  made  the  equality  of 
distribution    doubly  sure    by  repeating  these 
words : 

' '  Here's  yan  fur  thoo  an'  yan  fur  thee. 
Another  fur  thee  an'  another  fur  thoo." 


I  have  seen  a  copy  of  an  interesting  pro- 
gramme for  Staithes  Feast  on  Tuesday,  June  20, 
1797,  as  "  wrote  "  by  I.  Storey,  the  schoolmaster. 
A  coble  race  for  a  guinea  is  here  advertised,  and 
a  like  sum  to  be  awarded  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  best- kept  coble.  "A  fish-skin 
purse  contayniuge  silver  will  be  run  or  rolled  for 
in  sacks,  a  man  and  a  boy  in  each  sack.  Twenty- 
five  yards."  "Two  new  crown  pieces  will  be 
gyven  to  ye  maid  under  18  yeares  who  shaUe 
fyrst  cleanly  bayte  100  hooks."  "  A  50yds.  race. 
To  be  run  for  a  hood  and  cloak  each,  for 
maidens  runninge  in  pairs,  the  right  legge  of  the 
one  to  be  fast  bound  below  the  knee  and  at  the 
ancle  to  ye  left  legge  of  the  other."  In  other 
words,  a  three-legged  race ;  and  nothing  unseemly 
in  it  either,  since  for  a  long  way  into  this  century 
the  skirts  worn  came  little  below  the  knee.  Both 
in  launching  and  beaching  the  boat  of  father, 
husband,  or  lover  the  girls  of  to-day  often  rush 
up  to  the  waist  in  the  sea  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 

Superstition  has  always  checked  the  develop- 
ment of  Christian  character,  but  it  is  certainly 
dying  gradually  away.  The  fisherman's  faith  is 
simple,  childish,  unquestioning ;  indeed,  it  often 
leads  to  fatalism.  He  will  not,  if  he  can  possibly 
help  it,  do  anything  to  provide  life-saving 
apparatus  for  a  boat.  "  When  a  man's  time  has 
come  he  will  get  drownded,"  though  the  boat  were 
filled  with  life-saving  apparatus.    I  wonder  if  the 
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Staithes  men  ever  heard  of  Roger  Riderhood,  the 
louk-keeper,  in  "  Our  Mutual  Friend,"  who 
thoroughly  believed  that  he  couldn't  drown,  how- 
ever much  he  wished  to  do  so.  "  Providence  " — 
that  one  word  stops  all  argument.  With  the 
older  generation  of  these  men  religion  seems  to 
be  more  a  system  of  belief  than  a  code  of  morals. 
Though  bold  and  fearless  at  sea  they  usually  fall, 
an  easy  prey  to  shadowy  and  imaginative  dreads, 
and  place  in  some  spiritual  manifestations  all  the 
old  unshaken  confidence  of  their  fathers.  Woe 
betide  the  ancient  wight  who  has  after  dark  to 
cross  the  diminutive  wooden  bridge  at  the  foot  of 
Colbourn  Nab,  where  walks  the  headless  phantom 
of  a  female  who  lost  her  life  half  a  century  ago 
by  a  sudden  slip  of  the  eroded  cliff.  Indeed, 
some  of  the  older  men  have  still  a  distinct  aversion 
fi'om  meeting  when  going  out  to  their  boats  in 
the  morning  a  neighbour's  wife  in  her  "  shimmy," 
or  a  pig  wallowing  in  the  mire.  But  a  black  cat 
fills  them  with  horror;  and  has  often  been  the 
means  of  making  them  refuse  to  set  sail  for  that 
day.  Yet  pussy  has  her  virtues  as  a  game  hunter, 
and  some  of  the  old  Staithes  dames  believe  that 
three  drops  of  a  black  cat's  blood  is  a  sovereign 
cure  for  croup. 

The  Runswick  men  have  the  reputation  of  being 
all  fair,  those  of  Staithes  of  being  as  dark  as 
old  Paul  Jones,  a  daring  buccaneer  whom  they 
had  once  to  keep  at  bay.  These  dark  fellows 
stand  about  in  groups  in  various  nooks,  which 
long  usage  has  established  a  common  rendezvous. 
By  the  hour  together  they  stand,  allowing  their 
stained  sea-going  clothes  to  rust,  hands  thrust  far 
down  into  their  flap  pockets,  and  black  cutty 
pipes  in  their  mouths.  Lazy  gossips  and  idle 
grumblers  they  certainly  are  not,  for  each  one 
has  a  wife  and  family  to  maintain,  and  he  has  the 
greatest  horror  of  the  union  or  parish  relief. 
These  lazy-looking  men  are  only  resting,  exchang- 
ing a  word  with  each  other  now  and  then,  and 
keeping  an  eye  on  the  horizon,  where  merchant 
vessels  are  constantly  passing.  All  being  well, 
their  time  for  renewed  activity  will  come  in  the 
evening.  Or  one  of  them  may  at  any  moment 
betake  himself  away  to  a  pedestal-like  table- 
topped  rock,  and  begin  skinning  and  filleting  fish 
for  market,  tutoring  at  the  same  time  five  or  six 
boys  in  the  art,  how  to  work  cleanly  and  expe- 
ditiously. Or  two  or  three  of  them  may  sidle  off 
to  the  "  Cod  and  Lobster,"  the  "  Anchor  and 
Rope,"  or  some  other  inn,  if  only  for  the  sake  of 
showing  the  landlord  that  they  have  no  particular 
ill  feeling  to  record  against  him.  A  stranger  is 
no  friend,  but  a  foe,  if  he  enter  a  room  where 
Staithes  coble  owners  are  sitting  over  their 
"  shipping  pots  "  or  "  crew-changing  cups,"  and 
does  not  drink  to  the  dregs  the  proffered  glass. 

The  quaintness  of  some  of  the  figures  is  matched 
by  their  Boeotian  speech.  Go  and  talk  to  old  Mr. 
Griffin  yonder.  His  business  in  life  is  to  turn 
herrings  into  kippers,  but  old  Griffin  is  undoubted- 
ly an  omniscient.  I  make  it  a  rule  never  to  argue 
with  such  men.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  he 
once  went  to  Penzance  when  the  south  fishing  fleet 
was  returning  from  these  seas.  To  hear  him  talk 
you  would  think  he  had  lived  ten  years  in  South 
Africa,  and  ten  more  in  China.  In  the  smuggling 
days  sixty  tubs  of  gin  came  to  his  share  in  two 
weeks.  Another  time  he  secured  a  chest  of 
golden-coloured  cordial  and  a  chest  of  tea.  The 
tea  his  "missis"  broiled  in  a  pan  with  bacon. 
Among  other  ill-got  treasure  was  a  stone  of 
cocoa  nibs,  while  on  more  than  one  occasion  he 
was  able  to  give  to  his  daughters,  Sarah  and 
Janet,  grand  gloves  and  lace,  some  of  it  worth 
guineas  a  yard. 

Griffin  says  his  father  could  remember  little 
Jim  Cook  coming  in  the  year  1741,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen,  to  start  life  at  Staithes.  Mr.  Sanderson's 
drysaltery  and  fishing-tackle  store,  where  young 
Cook  served  his  first  apprenticeship,  and  helped 
on  Saturdays  to  supply  customers  with  tea,  tape, 
tacks,  and  treacle,  stood  on  the  southern  iDeach, 
but  has  long  ago  been  swept  away  by  the  sea, 
though  the  shop  where  Mr.  Sanderson  carried  on 
business  after  this  disaster  still  remains,  with  the 
original  till  and  part  of  the  original  counter. 
Sweeping  changes  have  taken  place  at  Staithes 
since  the  undeveloped  young,  sea  hei-o,  a  century 
and  a  half  ago,  yearned  from  his  narrow  shop 
door  and  bunk  under  the  counter  to  be  ploughing 
the  ocean  which  was  ever  before  his  eyes.  The 
malevolent  ones  have  it  that  he  stole  a  shilling 
from  the  till  and  then  decamped,  but  more  kindly 


disposed  "  argufiers  "  give  as  their  version  of  the 
matter  that  young  Cook  exchanged  a  dull  shilling 
for  a  new  bright  one  (just  for  luck  !),  and  that, 
being  unable  to  prove  his  innocence  to  his 
master's  satisfaction,  he  cut  away  to  Whitby. 
Here,  binding  himself  to  the  owner  of  a  coal 
vessel,  he  went  on  board  in  the  capacity  of  cabin 
boy.  Certainly,  if  a  dandy  naval  officer  had  cast 
eyes  upon  the  blackamoor  youngster,  and  had 
been  told  that  that  boy  would  die  a  circum- 
navigator and  post-captain  in  the  Royal  Navy  of 
Great  Britain,  he  would  have  laughed  the  predic- 
tion to  scorn. 

This  little  world  so  snugly  stowed  away  between 
Penny  Nab  and  Colbourn  Nab,  between  the  land 
and  the  sea,  is  now  closely  approached  by  the 
railway  to  bring  the  more  aspiring  natives  into 
intercourse  and  intercommunication  with  their 
distant  friends,  and,  indeed,  all  the  world.  Still 
we  hear  the  grand  northern  dialect,  which  draws 
force  from  many  an  old  Danish  word  and  turn  of 
expression,  always  delightfully  musical  in  the  ears 
of  such  writers  as  Mary  Linskill,  and  such 
elocutionists  as  Richard  Blakeborough,  the  society 
humourist.  In  one  of  his  many  splendid  enter- 
tainments he  gives  an  old  Staithes  dame's  visit  by 
train  to  Whitby.  The  way  in  which  she  tries  to 
save  her  ticket  from  the  collector,  "  because  it  is 
her's,  and  she  has  paid  for  it  out  of  her  own 
pocket,"  is  an  excellent  bit  of  characterisation. 
The  railway  engine  used  to  be  a  great  wonder 
here,  and  nobody  could  make  out  how  it  knew  its 
way  to  Whitby,  but  the  boys  soon  made  fast 
friends  with  it,  and  the  old  fishers  began  to  dis- 
arm suspicion  and  prejudice  when  they  saw  what 
a  wonderful  knowing  and  useful  creature  it  was 
in  getting  away  their  fish  to  town  and  village  by 
breakfast  time. 

Alas !  the  steam  trawlers,  frequently  fishing 
without  hindrance  within  three  miles'  limit  of 
Staithes,  have  literally  taken  the  bread  out  of  the 
mouths  of  small  boat-owners.  It  is  commonly 
believed  that  the  last  fish  in  the  North  Sea  will 
soon  be  caught.  The  fish,  it  is  stated,  have  no 
chance  at  all,  and  fishermen  declare  that  those  that 
are  caught  have  a  worried  look !  In  order  to  help 
these  most  interesting  and  deserving  fellows  as 
much  as  possible  I  would  recommend  that  some 
of  our  holiday-making  anglers  go  and  sojom-n 
with  them  (there  are  two  or  three  excellent  inns) 
for  the  sake  of  the  whiting,  gurnard,  and  mackerel 
fishing,  in  which  capital  sport  may  be  had  within 
three  miles  from  the  shore.  The  oldest  angler 
cannot  remember  such  an  early  season  for  whiting 
as  we  have  had  this  year,  and  in  J uly  the  gurnards 
had  arrived  in  fairly  large  numbers.  An  early 
season  for  mackerel  is  anticipated.  Let  those  who 
would  do  any  execution  take  a  light  silk  pirn 
line,  Syds.  of  gut,  and  a  large  Limerick  bead  hook. 
For  bait,  a  milt  or  abdominal  strip  of  herring 
placed  lightly  on  the  hook,  letting  it  trail  in  the 
sea  without  weight.  Result  (if  fortunate),  six 
dozen  mackerel.  Haewood  Bbibkley. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOOIETT. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  iBeetintc,  held  at  the  Eestaurant 
Frascati,  on  "Wednesday,  Sept.  5,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Lane  in  the  cbair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon.  sec.  read  reports 
from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal,  Southend,  and  Aberffraw 
(Anglesea).  Mr.  Wrightson  reported  by  letter  that  good 
bass  are  now  being  taken  at  Clacton,  one  of  111b.  having 
been  taken.  The  following  experiences  were  then  given 
by  members  ;  Mr.  Mallett,  fishing  at  East  Looe,  from 
Aug.  18  to  Sept.  1,  had  very  little  sport  the  first  week, 
only  a  few  small  pollack  and  mackerel  being  taken,  so  on 
Aug.  28  went  with  Mr.  Crisfield  to  Bindown  in  a  pilchard 
lugger,  and  caught  fourteen  poUack  weighing  1001b.,  best 
121b.  Mr.  Criefield  took  a  101b.  fish,  which  was  after- 
vtards  found  to  have  broken  away  from  a  gentleman 
fishing  in  another  boat  near  by,  as  it  had  in  its  month  a 
trace,  which  was  returned  to  its  owner.  Fishing^  again  at 
Looe,  he  found  shoals  of  chad,  and  could  not,  in  oonse- 
cxaence,  get  any  large  pollack,  so  went  to  Bindown  again 
on  AMe.  30,  Mr.  Crisfield  taking  a  141b.  pollack,  which 
gave  fifteen  minutes'  sport,  and  Mr.  Mallett  a  4ilb. 
bream.  A  large  shark,  measuring  about  14ft.,  came 
playing  round,  and  drove  ofi  all  the  fish.  Mr.  Tucker, 
at  Dover,  has  had  grand  sport,  principally  pouting  and 
codUng,  the  best  pouting  weighirg  2 jib.  and  the  best 
codling  4|lb.  Mr.  Graham  also  had  a  splendid  catch 
at  Southend,  consisting  mostly  of  small  whiting 
and  dabs  (over  150  fish — best  dab,  12oz.).  A 
friend  took  thirty-seven  silver  eels  (best  about  lib.). 
Mr.  Croft  Handley,  at  Southend,  took  ten  good  flounders 
(largest  about  14in.  long).  Mr.  Yates,  at  Deal,  took 
twenty-four  fairly  good  whiting,  two  codling  (best  2ilb.), 
and  a  pouting,  and  said  excellent  catches  had  been  taken 
in  the  bay.  Mr.  Reeves  showed  an  interesting  piece  of 
tackle,  which  he  called  the  Lazy  Man's  Boom.  An 


interesting  discussion  on  the  prevention  of  jamming  in 
wooden  winches  took  place.  The  hon.  secretary  announced 
that  the  address  of  F.  Gosden,  one  of  the  persons  sopply- 
ing  bait  to  members,  has  been  printed  in  the  society's 
pocket-b  )ok  as  160,  Oxford-street,  Keadiog,  instead  of 
460,  Oxford-road,  Heading.  Some  samples  of  the  dried 
mussels  supplied  by  Mr.  Gosden  were  exhibited,  and 
eeveral  members  took  some  of  them  to  try  as  bait.  It  waa 
gratifying  to  note  that  this  was  the  hett  attended  meeting 
for  some  months,  and  heralds  well  for  the  coming  season. 
A  heart y  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  and  usual  toast  to 
the  society,  closed  the  meeeting. 

Charles  S.  Pattebson  (Hon.  Sec). 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETI. 
Mb.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdoef  took  the  chair  at  last  Monday's 
meeting.  After  fjur  new  members  had  been  elected, 
angling  experiences  were  proceeded  with.  Mr.  J.  E. 
Evans  had  jaet  returned  from  fishing  the  Annan,  where 
he  had  spent  a  most  enjoyable  fortnight.  He  reported 
having  had  good  sport  c>  nsidering  the  state  of  water, 
which  was  continually  rising  and  falling  during  the  whole 
of  his  stay.  His  best  day's  catch  was  twelve  herling  and 
sea  trout,  the  largest  of  which  was  just  over  31b.,  whioh  is 
a  good  size  for  that  river  in  August.  He  had  the  good 
fortune  to  land  a  fresh-run  salmon  weighing  between  71b. 
and  81b.,  and  this  on  a  10ft.  6in.  Hardy  split  cane.  Mr, 
W.  G.  Fletcher  had  some  roach  from  the  Uxbridge  water, 
but  the  fish  did  not  feed  very  well.  Capt.  Hayward 
Pinch's  Cornish  experiences  excited  the  envy  of  his 
hearers.  Fishing  with  a  Mahseer  greenheart  rod  with  a 
short  top  he  related  hia  tussles  with  blue  sharks  up  to 
221b.,  spotted  dogfish  up  to  17|lb.,  and  conger  up  to  231b. 
His  best  five  fish  in  one  day  weighed  771b.,  and  his  greatest 
number  was  140,  and  on  no  day  did  he  fish  for  more  than 
four  hours.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Following  the  meetings  of  the  finance  and  general 
committee,  Mr.  S.  J.  Oharteney  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  of  members  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  Many 
friends  are  away  fishing,  and  some  success  has  been  met 
with :  Dr.  Ladell,  for  instance,  has  been  to  the  .Soilly 
Isles,  and  captured  pollack  up  to  81b.  ;  wrasse  to  G.b., 
taken  with  rod  and  line  in  twenty-five  fathom  water  ;  sea 
bream  to  31b. ;  and  numbers  of  John  Dory,  plaice, 
mackerel,  gurnard,  whiting,  pouting,  and  dogfish, 
completed  his  bag.  This,  Dr.  Ladell  states  to  be,  on  the 
whole,  "not  good,"  ji-dged,  no  doubt,  from  former 
experience  in  the  same  district,  where  the  doctor  has  had 
some  immense  fish  from  very  deep  water.  Mr.  Hicks  has 
been  away  to  the  Stonehaven  district  in  Scotland,  and 
found  a  number  of  small  trout  with  the  fly  ;  best  day's 
take,  some  fifty  to  sixty.  There  is  some  excellent  sea 
fishing  from  the  rocks  at  Stonehaven,  where  good  cod 
abound,  one  take  of  401b.  of  these  fish  being  mentioned. 
Three  separate  parties  are  away  in  Ireland,  and  I  hope  to 
have  some  interesting  details  to  hand  for  next  week's 
report.  The  Gresham  lugger  is  now  nndergoing  repair, 
and  will  soon  be  in  good  condition  for  the  use  of 
members  visiting  Leigh.  Some  very  fair  takes  of 
flatfish  have  been  had  this  week,  and  the  fish 
are  in  splendid  condition  for  the  table.  Mr.  Gray, 
the  Leigh  champion,  made  a  good  bag  of  five  dozen  and 
four  on  Thursday,  and  had  no  small_  fish.  Mr.  C.  S. 
Bentley  bad  a  few  flat  fish  on  one  occasion,  and,  with  Mr. 
Gray,  a  nice  take  of  fish,  which  might  have  been  larger 
but  for  his  being  unacquainted  with  the  style  introduced 
by  Mr.  Gray  which  is  so  successful  when  tbe  tide  is  out, 
viz.,  float  fishing,  some  Gin.  to  12in.  from  the  bottom,  with 
a  single  hook  baited  with  live  shrimp.  Mr.  Gill  had  a  few 
small  chub  and  a  roach  or  two,  on  a  cold  day,  at 
Huntingdon,  with  the  fly  ;  and  Mr.  Fosbrooke  four  bream, 
close  on  lib.  each,  some  good  roach  and  dace,  and  a  few 
gudgeon  from  the|Thames.  Mr.  L.  B.  Wrightson  has  had 
some  decent  eels  and  plaice  and  one  sole  from  Clacton. 
He  states  there  are  plenty  of  bass  there,  but  they  are  very 
wary.  They  can  be  seen,  when  the  water  is  clear,  near 
the  piles  of  the  pier.  Mr.  Wrightson  was  able  to  gaff  an 
lUb.  bass,  hooked  hy  a  lad  fishing  with  a  hand-line  and 
herring  for  hook  bait.  This  fish  is  the  largest  taken  at 
Clacton  this  season.  The  boy,  I  have  no  doubt,  would  be 
very  proud  of  this  fish,  though,  at  the  time,  he  was 
terrified  at  having  hooked  so  large  a  fish.  It  must  have 
been  very  pleasing  to  Mr.  Wrightson  to  have  had  the 
opportunity  of  assisting  in  the  capture  of  io  handsome  a, 
specimen.  It  has  been  necessary  to  postpone  the  exhibi- 
tion of  tea  fishing  and  bottom  tackle  included  in  the  pro- 
gramme for  nest  week  owing  to  so  many  members,  and  sea 
fishing  devotees  more  particularly,  being  out  of  town.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

Hon.  Sec. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

Thb  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  evening  last.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  presided  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  in  the  vice-chair.  The  usual  routine 
business  being  passed,  a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins, 
hon.  sec.  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  was  read,  in  whioh  he  warmly 
thanked  the  delegates  for  the  donation  of  ten  guineas. 
Letter  also  read  from  the  hon.  seo.  of  the  Amwell  Magna 
Fishery,  complaining  that  some  anglers  had  been  guilty  of 
illegally  fishing  the  private  waters  of  his  society.  The 
committee  reported  they  had  cDnsidered  the  facts,  and 
certainly  hoped  that  such  conduct  would  not  be  repeated. 
The  delegates  were  requested  to  intimate  to  their  clubs 
that  proceedings  of  this  kind  could  not  be  tolerated.  The 
provisional  enrolment  of  the  CUfton  A.S.  by  the  com- 
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mittee  was  unanimously  approved.  The  delegate  from  the 
OoUingwood  A.S.  handed  in  the  sum  of  lOs.  as  a  donation 
to  the  Central's  re-stocking.  Three  guineas  from  the 
Amwell  Magna  Fishery,  and  one  guinea  from  the  Thorney 
Weir  Fishery  had  been  received  also.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  business  the  prizes  which  had  baen  won  in  the 
Central's  recent  competition  at  Pulborough  were  handed 
over  to  the  successful  members,  and  the  Walter  Emden 
silver  cup  duly  presented  to  Mr.  Field,  of  the  Brothers 
Well  Met  A.S.  The  prizes  and  cups  had  been  on  view 
during  the  evenirg,  and  were  greatly  admired.  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  the  donors,  president,  vice-president,  and 
committee  for  the  highly  satisfactory  way  the  whole  of 
the  business  had  been  carried  out. 


Wotes  from  tl^c  WotiJ). 

Hee  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Fife  had  some 
capital  sport  on  the  Mar  Lodge  waters  last  week.  She 
was  out  on  three  or  four  occasions,  and  creeled  one  or  two 
salmon  every  time,  ranging  from  61b.  to  12Jlb. 

The  Duchess  uses  nothing  but  the  fly,  and  got  her  fish  to 
pattern  something  like  the  Mar  Lodge,  but  of  her  own 
design,  and  dressed  to  her  instructions  by  an  Aberdeen 
firm,  through  Smith,  Ballater. 

The  Court  IB  now  at  Balmoral,  and  Mr.  Mither  and 
other  officials  who  love  a  cast,  will  have  plenty  of  water 
at  their  disposal  for  the  next  two  months,  we  hope.  It  is 
not  often  that  the  river  is  in  such  trim  till  fully  a  month 
after  their  advent. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Dake  of  York  is  now  at 
Drummond  Castle,  after  a  fortnight's  splendid  sport 
among  the  grouse  on  Speyside. 

By  the  way,  Strathspey  is  becoming  the  happy  hunting 
ground  of  rich  men  in  general,  and  millionaires  in  par- 
ticular. There  are  three  millionaires  at  present  holiday- 
ing together  in  a  comfortable  lodge  overlooking  the  rush- 
ing, dashing  Spey  at  Blacksboat— the  Silver  King,  the 
Gold  King,  and  the  Diamond  King— while  the  enormously 
rich  Sassoons  are  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood. 

The  salmon  season  on  the  Don  prospers  well.  At 
Grandholm  Mr.  Malloch's  rods  are  having  several  fish 
daily,  and  four  were  got  one  day  last  week  on  the  Burgh 
of  Kinton  water,  scaling  up  to  151b.  Still  there's  more 
to  follow. 


The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  presented  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
with  ten  brace  of  partridges  on  Saturday  morning,  •'  the 
First,"  at  Ferry  hill  station,  which  Her  Majesty  graciously 
accepted.  It  is  the  custom  of  the  Earls  of  Aberdeen  to 
present  the  first  fruits  of  the  partridge  season  to  the 
Queen  when  in  the  Highlands  on  or  before  "  the  First." 

When  the  Earls  were  abroad  or  othgrwise  the  present 
of  partridges  was  never  onca  omitted,  and  Smith,  the 
Earl's  old  keeper,  now  dead  and  gone,  made  it  a  red-letter 
day  in  his  annual  to  convey  the  gift  to  Balmoral  in  person 
as  the  Earl's  deputy.  This  is  the  second  time  now  the 
Earl  has  presented  the  gift  in  person  at  Perryhill. 


The  season  on  Lochleven  closed  to  the  public  on  Satur- 
day. It  has  been  the  best  since  1888.  A  few  restricted 
competitions  will  be  settled  this  week,  chiefly  boatmen's 
and  attendants'  prizes  being  competed  for. 

Major  Macrae-Gilstrap,  and  Lieutenants  Graham- 
Murray  and  Mackenzie-Murray,  of  Her  Majesty's  Guard 
of  Honour  at  Ballater,  have  the  Birkhall  fishings  at  their 
disposal,  and  it  ia  not  at  all  unlikely  that  before  the  close 
of  the  season,  should  Her  Majesty  not  leave  Balmoral 
earlier,  they  will  have  a  run  with  a  real  autumn  beauty, 

Jock  Adam,  the  Feughside  blacksmith,  was  one  of  the 
most  expert  fishermen  of  his  day  and  generation.  Jock's 
smithy  overlooked  a  famous  salmon  pool  on  the  Dee,  and 
Jock's  eye  was  ever  on  the  alert  for  a  rise.  When  he  saw 
a  chance  down  went  the  hammer,  up  went  the  apron  round 
his  waist,  and  clutching  the  rod,  which  was  "  aye  ready," 
he  was  over  the  pool  with  his  big  Gordon  the  nextminnte, 
and  seldom  missed  his  fish.  Jock  judged  by  the  sky  and 
the  water  whether  the  game  was  worth  the  candle  or  not, 
and  usually  fished  with  very  large  hooks. 

The  Misses  Smith  are  having  some  good  sport  on  the 
Wester- Elchies  Spey  water  just  now.  Last  week  Miss 
M.  Smith  creeled  a  beauty  of  151b.,  and  her  sister.  Miss 
E.  Smith,  one  of  8|lb.   

_  The  Aberdeen  Rock  Fishers  had  their  semi-final  competi- 
tion for  the  Douglas  Cup  on  Saturday  at  Muohalls,  and 
next  Saturday  will  see  the  final,  when  the  winner  will  be 
duly  declared  the  champion  of  the  season. 

Anglers  are  now  leaving  the  moors  for  the  river,  and 
with  more  rods  on  the  water  the  chances  are  that  results 
would  soon  mount  up,  om  a  good  head  of  fish  have  been 
taking  to  the  various  rivers  and  streams  since  the  nets 
came  off,  a  fortnight  ago. 

St.  Kilda,  "the  lovely  isle  of  the  sea,"  which  was 
lately  "  discovered"  by  the  Education  (Scotch)  Depart- 
memt  is  now  being  inundated  by  fish-curers,  who,  since  the 
buUding  of  a  pier,  have  found  a  landing  more  feasible,  and 
are  inquiring  for  ground  to  erect  curing  sheds.  Sea 
anglers  please  make  a  note  of  it. 


The  Kinrosg-shire  Angling  Club,  eighteen  rods  confined 
to  the  fly,  had  an  aggregate  of  110  trout  on  Lochleven  last 
week,  scaling  581b.  ISJoz.  The  first  prize  man,  Mr. 
Watson,  had  sixteen  trout,  81b.  5oz, ;  the  second.  Mr. 
Todd,  Kinross,  seven  fish,  41b.  13oz. ;  and  Mr.  P.  D. 
Mallocb,  third,  with  eight  fish,  4!b.  9oz.  Mr.  Watson, 
Glasgow,  had  the  heaviest  trout,  lib.  6oz  All  the  Scotch 
cracks  are  members  of  this  club.        Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  representatives  of  the 
societies    connected    with    the    Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  hpadquarters  on  Thursday 
evening  last.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  an!  Mr.  R.  Holding 
ocoupied  the  vioe-ohair.    The  meeting,  which  was  well 
attended,  was  called  for  the  parpose  of  receiving  the 
work  done  by  the  committee  in  connection  with  the  forth- 
coming  annual   contest   at  Abingdon.     The  minutes 
relating  to  the  contest  work  were  received  and  adopted 
almost  m  their  entirety.    The  president  informed  the 
meeting  that  it  was  anticipated  that  the  contest  would  beat 
all  records,  and  that  the  twenty  committee  men  would 
have  a  very  hard  task  to  look  after  the  contestants,  and 
thought  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  accept  the  offer  made 
by  the  New  Abingdon  Association,  who  promised  to  place 
the  services  of  their  committee  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Association  to  act  as  umpires.     The  suggestion  was 
approved  of,  and  it  was  resolved  to  accept  the  services  of  the 
committee  as  indicated,  and  to  invite  them  to  dine 
with  the  committee  at  the  close  of  the  contest.    It  was 
also  resolved  to  present  bank  cheques  to  the  successful 
competitors  instead  of  money  prizes.    Tne  sum  of  £7  was 
voted  to  the  committee  for  prizes,  and  it  was  also  passed 
that  the  committee  so  arrange  their  contest  so  that  they 
may  receive  their  prizes  on  the  same  evening  as  the 
successful  competitors  in  the  large  contest  receive  theirs. 
The  members  of  the  Dudley  Association  fished  their  annual 
contest  at  Patshull  Park,  by  the  permission  of  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth.   Nearly  the  whole  of  the  members  took  part 
m  the  contest,  which  was  of  three  hours'  duration.  The 
first  four  prize  winners  are  in  the  order  namf  d  ;  D.  Hick- 
man, J.  Woodhall,  M.  Cannon,  and  E.  Woodhall;  the 
winner's  weight  was  21b.  15oz.    Mr.  J.  Woodhall  took  a 
nice  perch  which  weighed  21b.  4oz.    Mr.  J.  Rabone  acted 
as  referee.    The  Lamp  Society  fished  their  annual  contest 
at  Pershore  on  Sept.  2 ;  seventy-six  members  took  part 
in  the  contest,  which  was  fished  under  the  Association 
roles.    The  three  following,  in  the  order  named,  were  the 
chief  prize  winners  :  T.  Robottom,  C.  Bowler,  M.  Cant ; 
the  last-named  gentleman  takes  a  special  prize  for  the 
largest  bream.    The  winner's  weight  was  31b.  15Joz.  A 
blind  man,  who  is  a  member  of  this  club,  fished  in  this 
contest,  but  did  not  succeed  in  taking  a  fish.    The  Old 
Green  Man  Society  fished  a  contest  at  Pershore  on  Sept.  2, 
when  Mr.  B.  J.  Horton  secured  the  first  prize.    The  Old 
Crown  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  also  at  Pershore 
on  the  same  date,  in  which  eighty  members  took  part,  the 
result  being  that  Mr.  G.  Godwin  waa  first ;  Mr.  J.  Wells, 
second  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Turner,  third.  The  Harborne  Society 
fished  their  annual  contest  at  Defford  on  Sept.  2.  Forty- 
five  membeis  competed  for  a  very  valuable  lot  of  prizss. 
Mr.  A.  Pearc^  was  first;  Mr.  C.  J.  Bodeo,  second;  and 
Mr.  H.  Poolten,  third.  The  winner's  weight  was  41b.  6oz. 
Mr.  J .  J ukes  acted  as  referee.    Sport  on  the  Avon  has 
been  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  some  very  fine  catches 
have  again  been  made.    This  is  no  doubt  owing  to  recent 
rains  and  not  over  bright  weather  that  has  prevailed  since 
my  last  notes  were  forwarded.    Bream  have  been  taken  of 
a  larger  size,  several  of  which  have  run  over  61b.,  and  roach 
up  to  lib.  6oz.  in  good  quantities.    Some  good  perch  have 
also    been  taken,  and    I  would   advise   anglers  just 
now  to  give  Fladbury  a  turn,  as  the  water  about  here 
is  simply  swarming  with  perch  of  a  good  size,  some  close 
up  to  21b.  having  been  taken  with  the  worm.  Chub 
fishing  has  also  been  good,  but  perch  fishing  just  now  is 
at  its  very  best.    Sport  on  the  Severn  has  during  the  past 
week  greatly  improved,  as  some  very  decent  catches  of 
roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  between  Lineomb  Weir 
and  Worcester.    Some  of  our  Birmingham  anglers  have 
done  very  well  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kemsey,  the 
maggot  being  the  most  successful  bait  used.    Some  good 
baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  been  had  from  the  Anker  and 
Penk ;  both  rivers  are  now  in  splendid  condition.  The 
Vine  Unity  decided  at  their  last  committee  meeting  to 
have  another  contest  previous  to  the  season  coming  to  a 
close,  and  also  to  have  a  soiree  at  the  Camden-street 
Board  Schools  in  aid  of  their  Water  Renting  Fund.  Mr. 
C.  White,  the  general  secretary  of  the  Provincial  and 
Birmingham  Angling  Association,  has  changed  his  address, 
and  all  further  communications  are  to  be  addressed  to 
him  at  the  Crown   Hotel,   Snow  Hill,  Birmingham. 
Anglers  visiting  Birmingham  should  give  him  a  call,  when 
they  will  meet  with  a  hearty  welcome. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  cold  north-east  winds  of  the  past  few  days  have 
rather  adversely  affected  angling  pursuits,  yet  on  the  whole 
sport  has  been  good.  Shoals  of  visitors  continue  to  flock 
into  the  district,  the  excursion  trains,  especially  those  from 
Sheffield  and  other  northern  towns,  having  been  packed. 
On  some  days  at  least  2000  or  3000  anglers  have  been 
engaged  on  the  various  waters  in  the  Boston  district,  and 
it  would  almost  appear  from  this  that  some  of  the  most 
frequented  waters  are  being  considerably  overfished. 
Whether  or  no,  it  is  a  proved  fact  that  sport  is  practically 
as  good,  if  not  better  than  it  was  at  the  commencement  of 
the_  season.  For  instance,  the  Mount  Pleasant  Drain, 
which  has  come  in  for  a  larger  share  of  patronage  than  any 


other,  seems  to  have  unlimited  resources.  The  same  with 
the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham,  the  Hob  Hole  Drain, 
and  the  Forty-foot,  all  of  which  have  been  extensively 
patronised,  and  yet  are  yielding  magnificent  bags.  Roach 
at  the  present  time  are  offering  capital  sport  to  both  creed 
wheat  and  maggot  baits,  and  most  anglers  have  turned 
their  attention  to  this  particular  branch.  Some  bags 
captured  this  week  have  scaled  upwards  of  251b.  per  rod, 
and  many  of  the  fish  have  weighed  over  lib.  each.  The 
wwer  lengths  of  the  Witham  for  bream,  and  the  Mount 
Pleasant  aud  Forty-foot  Drains  for  roach,  are  probably  the 
best  resorts  just  now. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  river  Hull  and  the  streams  and  locks  connected 
therewith  are  all  in  first-class  trim  for  trout  fishing,  and  in 
some  parts  both  fly  and  bait  fishing  has  proved  successful. 
Roach  are  also  providing  good  sport  on  the  Driffield  Canal, 
Frodingham  Beck,  and  the  top  stretches  of  the  river,  and 
near  Hempholme  a  Driffield  angler  secured  about  ninety 
fair-sized  fish  at  one  sitting.    Several  very  fair  catches  of 
roach  and  dace  have  also  been  made  at  Wansford,  Brig- 
ham,  and  Emmotland.     Thirty-two   members  of  the 
Central  Hull  Angling  Association  fished  a  match  on  the 
river  near  to  Frodingham  Beck  end,  but  owing  to  an 
adverse  wind  and  unfavourable  conditions  on  the  day  in 
question  only  poor  sport  was  obtained.  Neverthelees, 
a  few  nice  fish  were  taken,  Mr.  J.  Woodall  securing 
the    first   prize    with   21b.   9|oz.  ;    Mr.    F.  Waites 
coming    in    second    with    lib.     llioz,  ;     and  Mr. 
W.  J    Barker,  third,  with    lljoz.    Two  other  Hull 
societies  have  also  decided  matches  on  the  river  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Brigham,  viz.,  the  Royal  Oak  A  S. 
(Messrs.  G.  W.  Thompson,  T.  Addy,  and  F.  Dixon  taking 
the  first  three  prizes)  and  the  Kingston  Rovers  A.S. 
(the  first  three  winners  being  Messrs.  H.  Reynolds,  T. 
Taylor,  and  D.  Jordan).    Both  pike  and  perch  are  furnish- 
ing very  fair  sport  at  the  beck  ends,  and  in  the  Wawne 
district  several  nice-sized  pike  are  being  taken  with  live- 
bait  fishing ;  and  in  this  district  and  Cicey  several  very 
good  baskets  of  roach  are  being  taken  with  paste.  Both 
roach  and  bream  are  being  taken  with  the  same  bait  at 
Gibraltar  and  Burton  Hall.   On  the  15ih  inst.  the  Horns 
Angling  and  Recreation  Society  fish  their  four  h  and  last 
match  on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge.     Sport  on  the 
river   Ancholme   continues    good,   especially   on  the 
New  Cut;  in  fact,  in  most  parts  of  the  river  when 
the  weather  is  favourable  ;  but  the  best  fish  seem  now  to 
be_  making  down  the  river,  for  several  large  fish  are  now 
being  taken  between  Saxby  Bridge  and  Ferriby  Sluice. 
On  Monday  last  the  West  Hull  Angling  Society  fished 
a  match  between  Saxby  and  Appleby  bridges,  but,  owing 
to  recent  rains,  the  river  in  this  part  was  rather  dis- 
coloured ;  consequently,  not  much  sport  among  big  fish 
was  anticipated,  the  best  fish  of  the  day  being  a  bream  of 
lib.  lOJcz.,  caught  by  Mr.  H.  West.   Nevertheless,  a 
quantity  of  small  roach  were  taken,  the  prizes  being  taken 
as  follows  :  First,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Barber,  with  41b.  2oz. ; 
second,  Mr.  G.  Cheeseman,  21b.  13oz. ;  third,  Mr.  Thomas 
Bardsley,  21b.  8oz  ;  and  fourth,  by  Mr.  H.  West,  with 
21b.  4oz.    The  Wednesday  Angling  Association  have  also 
decided  a  match  in  the  vicinity  of  Biigg :  Mr.  Samuel 
King  (the  president),  taking  the  first  prize  with  31b.  9}oz.  ; 
Mr.  R.  Stones,  second,  31b.  5Joz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Usher,  third, 
31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Chapman,  fourth,  31b.  IJoz. ;  Mr.  J, 
Smith,  fifth,  31b.  |oz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Lawrence,  sixth,  with 
31b.   On  Sept.  10,  the  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.  fish  a  match 
on  the  Ancholme,  at  Saxby  Bridge ;  whilst  on  the  15th 
inst.  the  Hull  Ramblers'  Angling  Association  decide  their 
third  match  of  the  season  at  Brigg.  Both  roach  and  bream 
are  now  providing  fair  sport  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal, 
some  very  nice  catches  of  fish  being  made  in  the  Foulness 
stretch,  and  in  the  lower  waters  betw«en  Newport  and 
Broomfieet ;  and  amongst  the  recent  matches  that  have 
been  held  on  the  canal,  the  Hull  City  Corporation 
Employees'  Club  fished  their's  at  Newport,  Messrs.  J. 
Hutton,  0.  H.  Clarkson,  and  S.  Grayson  taking  the  first 
three  prizes.    The  new  Hull  society,  the  Bectonville  A  8., 
fish  a  match  on  the  river  Hull  to-day  (Saturday),  at  Weel 
Ferry ;  whilst  on  the  30th  the  Brunswick  A.S.  will  wind 
up  their  match-fishing  season  at  Swing  Bridge.  Amongst 
the  best  fish  caught  in  the  river  Hull  during  the  past  week, 
Mr.  Fred  Waites  on  Saturday  last  caught  a  trout  near 
Wansford  that  scaled  31b. ;  Mr.  H.  Whitfield,  a  grayling 
of  lib.  4oz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Harrison,  a  bream  of  lib.  8joz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  leading  item  of  interest  in  this  county  last  week- 
end was  the  competition  for  the  Bridgewater  challenge 
trophy,  which  obtained  an  entry  of  twenty-five  teams. 
After  the  keenest  struggle  ever  witnessed,  it  was 
awarded  to  the  Amateur  Angling  Society,  Wigan,  for 
21b.  4oz.  15idrs.  During  the  contest  677  fish  were  caught, 
and  the  gross  weight  271b.  6oz.  2drs.,  which  represents  all 
but  two  fish,  which  were  probably  very  small.  The  gold 
medal  goes  to  Mr.  H,  Melling,  Wigan,  and  the  five  silver 
medals  to  Messrs.  R.  McEwan,  Pendleton;  Jas.  Duddle, 
Clifton ;  T.  Barry,  Warrington ;  W.  Hammond,  Moss 
Side ;  and  W.  Howcroft,  Farnworth.  The  pluck  of  the 
Duchy  Club,  which,  although  only  a  comparatively  new 
organisation,  won  the  third  place,  is  worthy  of  emulation. 
The  "novice"  team  from  the  Walpole  Club,  Bolton, 
returned  home  on  very  good  terms  with  themselves,  having 
the  second  place.  To-day  the  second  annual  championship 
competition  in  connection  with  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association  is  being  fished  in  the  Peak  Forest 
Canal,  and  a  good  entry  has  been  obtained.  The 
Tyldesley  and  District  Anglers'  Association  are  again  in 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  this  time  near  to  Vicar's  Hall. 
They  have  some  good  prizes  to  fish  for,  and,  no  doubt,  will 
easily  dispose  of  them.  The  anglers  comprising  the 
amalgamation  covering  the  towns  of  Oldham,  Aehton- 
under-Lyne,  end  Staleybridge  are  deciding  who  shall  hold 
their  shield  for  the  next  twelve  months.   The  Stockport 
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Shield  was  fished  for  last  Saturday  by  tea-ms  from  five 
clubs  in  the  Peak  Forest  Canal  at  Disley.  The  Stockport 
County  A.  A.  proved  the  winners,  but  no  weights  or  other 
particulars  _  are  given  beyond  the  mention  of  Mr. 
T.  Swarbrick  as  winning  the  gold  medal,  and  Mr. 
John  Fnmess  a  special  prize.  Shield  competitions 
are  evidently  gaining  a  hold  on  the  angling  fraternity. 
The  Warrington  anglers  have  sufifered  a  great  loss  by 
the  unexpected  death  of  one  of  their  oldest  friends — Mr. 
W,  Bolton— who  died  suddenly  on  Sept.  2.  On  Aug.  25 
he  wop  first  honours  in  the  match  promoted  by  the 
Victorias,  and  was  for  many  years  treasurer  of  the 
Warrington  A.  A.  The  three  special  prizes  offered  by  the 
Victoria  A.S.  for  trout,  roach,  and  gudgeon  have  been 
won  by  Messrs.  S.  Thomas,  J.  Bowden,  and  F.  G.  Emson  ; 
the  roach  was  lib.  9oz.,  and  several  other  good  fish  are 
mentioned.  The  supplementary  society  are  due  to-day  to 
fish  a  match  at  Tattenhall-road.  The  Kibble  has  been 
fair  for  fly  fishing,  and  the  rise  moderate ;  the  best  flies 
have  been  March  Brown  (female),  Eed  Ant,  and  duns. 
The  lower  reaches  of  the  Wyre  have  afforded  fair  baskets 
of  coarse  fish,  but,  as  a  rule,  there  was  only  a  small  fly 
water;  a  few  migratory  trout  are  mentioned,  largest 
nearly  41b.  The  netting  season  on  the  Lune  (now  closed) 
has  been  the  best  for  several  years,  although  fewer 
ucenses  have  bean  issued. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

An  important  meeting  will  be  held  in  this  city  next  week, 
on  the  13th,  when  the  delegates  of  the  County  Palatine 
Anghng  Association  will  meet  for  the  dispatch  of  business. 
The  agenda  is  important,  and,  for  the  first  time,  will  be  of 
an  extraordinary  character.    In  accordance  with  recent 
resolutions,  at  this  meeting  nominations  wiU  be  taken  for 
every  office,  the  names  will  then  be  sent  to  each  club, 
80  that  the  delegates  can  be  instructed  how  to  vote  at 
the  November  meeting.   The  rules  are  also  to  be  revised 
and  all  clubs  are  asked  to  submit  at  the  meeting  under 
notice  any  additional  fares  they  may  want  applying  for. 
Ihe  association  waters  at  Irlam  have  recently  received 
some  stock  in  a  rather  remarkable  manner.    Mr.  T 
Driver   writes :    "A    remarkable   thing  has  occurred 
during  the  recent  heavy  rains.     Large   numbers  of 
coarse   fish   were   observed   floating   down   the  Ship 
canal,  near  our  Irlam  waters,  and  as  they  were  not 
dead,  assistance  was  at  once  procured,  with  the  result 
that  many  hundreds  were  transferred  to  our  waters,  where 
they  have  quite  recovered.    It  is  supposed  that  the  fish 
have  come  down  one  of  the  brooks  flowing  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Worsley.    Mr.  Driver  also  reports  some 
good  sport  near  to  Carlisle  on  Saturday  last,  especially 
with  chub,  SIX  of  which  weighed  from  3lb.  down  to 
21b  3oz   and  there  are  plenty  left.   The  Dake  of  Cam- 
bridge  Angling  Society  fished  their  annual  match  at 
A  thorpe  last  week-end,  and  awarded  all  their  prizes  as 
follows  :  Messrs.  W.  Kenny  and  special,  P.  Leonard,  A. 
Marland,  Lee  Schofield  and  special,  H.  Berry,  J.  HuUey 
G.  Stonier,  T.  Wheeldon,  J.  Mellor,  E.  Sullivan,  w' 
Quayle,  A.  McDonald,  B.  Kenny,  J.  Ankers,  and  L. 
A,    .  AIT-      C^"^"  ^'^^  Socials  are  having  a  "bust"  on 
the  10th,  when  their  prizes  will  be  presented.  Prize 
winners  select  their  prize  in  order  of  merit  on  list. 
Ihe  Boat  House  Angling  Society,  Irlam,  fished  their 
second  match  of  the  seison  on  Sunday  last  in  the 
association  s  water.    The  prizes  were  awarded  as  follows 
to  Messrs.  W.  Garner,  W.  Jeff«is,  W.  Massey,  J.  W. 
8haw,  J.  Harrison,  and  J.  Birch.    Just  lately  we  have 
had  some  hvely  matches  in  this  city  or  amonest  our  city 
clubs,  who  hook  their  nose  at  canal  fishirg.   North  Man- 
chester has  a  club  who  did  not  get  a  fish  during  the  whole 
contest.    Another  club  from  the  same  district  only  got  a 
baker  s  dozen,  and  this  week  returns  are  missing  from  a 
club  in  Salford,  and  another  from  Ardniok.    What  for' 
Jieaders  of  these  notes  naturally  look  for  results  after  a 
match  IS  noted  as  a  fixture.   The  bait-can  was  again  in 
evidence  on  EomiUy  Station  on  Sept.  3.    A  local  canal 
had  been  depleted  of  a  lot  of  2in.  to  3in.  fish.,  and  that  to 
CMal  p*^^^^'  ^      t°  stock  the  said 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  has  been  only  moderate  with  bream  and  roach 
aurmg  the  past  week.  Most  anglers  out  have  had  fish 
but  no  big  catches  have  been  obtained.  The  waters  of  all 
pur  rivers  are  somewhat  clear  just  now,  and  this,  no  doubt, 
18  the  cause  of  the  lack  of  sport  with  these  fish.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  has  brought  the  pike  on  the  feed,  and 
several  of  these  from  4Ib.  to  81b.  have  been  caught  lately 
It  wiil  be  a  good  thing  if  the  rivers  continue  clear  now 
tor  a  time,  as  it  will  give  the  pike  fisherman  a  chance  of 
sport, 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  is  surprising  how  dear  lob-worms  are.  On  Wednesday 
looil  dealers  here  were  asking,  and  readily  obtaining,  Ss, 
per  thousand  for  them.  The  scarcity  for  some  days  past 
has  been  mainly  due  to  the  cold  nights  prevaUing.  com- 
bined with  the  growing  radius  of  the  moon.  Barbel 
nshmg— and  worms  are  what  anglers  like  to  have  in  store 
—has  commanded  a  fair  share  of  attention,  and  on  the 
Shardlow  waters  Mr.  P.  Wallis  and  Mr.  8.  WalUe  have 
taken  a  considerable  number  of  fish.  I  hear  that  on 
Saturday  the  former  expert  caught  fifteen  to  hia  own  rod. 
^r.  M.  Briggs,  uemg  greaves,  has  had  over  a  score  for  the 
week  from  the  free  waters  of  the  city,  and  punt  fishers 
employing  and  swimming  the  worm,  have  daily  returned 
with  good  specimens.  Sport  has  also  improved  at  Col- 
S  W«rH?  v'*'  Hol-ie  Pierrepont  waters,  and 

at  West  Stoke,  Piskerton,  and  Kelham.  where  Mr. 
Zlu  il  ^°°8Bon  has  creeled  nearly  601b.  of  chub 
with  the  wasp  grub.  At  Cavendish  Bridge,  turning 
amnS  fv.".M*  ^-      Shaw  has  excelled 

W  ^  loggerheadg,"  and  plenty  of  large-sized  fish 
have  been  brought  in  from  Burton  Joyce,  Clifton,  and 


Aversham.  Gentles  have  accounted  for  dace  and  chub 
on  most  stretches  of  the  river,  and  rare  sport  amongst 
roach  has  been  obtained  at  Shardlow  and  Sawley  (Pride 
of  Derby  Club's  length).  Hereon,  on  Friday,  Mr.  F. 
Wallis  took  between  60Ib.  and  701b.,  retaining,  however, 
only  a  few  of  the  finest.  There  is  scarcely  anything  doing 
with  the  fly,  and  sport  will  be  indifferent  pending  the 
advent  of  warmer  nights.  These,  too,  will  be  welcomed 
by  the  worm  gatherers. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Although  the  waters,  generally  speaking,  have  been  in 
good  condition,  sport  this  week  has  been  below  the 
average.  No  real  reason  can  be  assigned  for  this,  as  the 
weather  has  been  very  favourable,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  the  catches  have  been  nothing  like  what  was  expected. 
Take  the  Witham.  The  river  is  in  capital  trim,  but  the 
results  have  been  very  small,  the  only  real  sport  being 
among  the  roach  with  wheat,  and  the  best  fishes 
have  not  run  to  more  than  |lb.,  and  these  only 
occasional  specimens.  Bream  have  gone  very  much 
off  their  feed.  Whilst  some  very  nice  catches  of  roach 
have  been  made  in  the  Mount  Pleasant  Drain,  the  baskets 
have  been  below  the  average  of  what  this  water  usually 
yields  at  this  time  of  the  year.  In  the  Boston  district 
sport  has  been  poor,  and  hundreds  of  dead  roach  have  been 
met  with  floating  down  the  drains,  an  inrush  of  salt  water 
having  evidently  played  havoc  amongst  them.  The  Trent 
is  always  a  late  river,  and  is  now  in  splendid  condition,  but 
anglers  have  only  been  poorly  rewarded.  Some  grand 
sport  IS  anticipated  soon,  as  there  is  a  grand  stock  of  fish 
of  many  varieties.  Fishing  has  ceased  at  Dam  Flask,  and 
time,  too,  for  very  little  has  been  done  for  weeks,  whilst 
the  other  trout  waters  have  also  yielded  but  poorly. 


WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  beautiful  during  the  last  six  days, 
all  an  angler  could  wish  for—bright  sunny  days,  cold 
clear  nights,  which  are  bringing  the  grayling  on  the  feed 
nicely.    The  rivers  are  all  in  good  condition,  and  a  great 
number  of  rods  have  been  out,  but  until  Monday  but  few 
good  catches  were  recorded.    The  last  three  days'  sport 
has  been  good,  and  some  lovely  trout  and  grayling  have 
been  taken  with  fly  and  maggot.    The  best  individual 
takes  are  ten  and  a  half  brace  by  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  and 
MX  brace  by  Mr.  H.  Hill.    Daca  are  sporting  well  in  the 
Teme  at  both  the  black  gnat  and  at  the  maggot,  and  they 
are  in  grand  condition.   The  chief  sport  had  in  the  Severn 
has  been  among  the  roach,  and  they  have  been  taking 
creed  wheat  and  paste  freely.    Sport  in  the  Avon  has 
fluctuated  very  much  indeed.  Some  days  roach  and  bream 
were  well  on  the  feed,  others  no  baits  would  tempt  them  ; 
still,  some  fine  bream  and  lovely  roach  have  been  creeled, 
paste,  wheat,  and  maggot  the  baits  used.    Several  club 
contests  have  taken  place  in  the  Avon.     On  Saturday 
afternoon  last  the  annual   competition    between  the 
twelve  clubs  affiliated  with  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling   Association    took    place    at    Pershore  the 
water  being  provided  by  Mr.  F.  Champkins,  of  the 
-titters  Arms,  who  also  provided  refreshments.  The 
contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration;  no  fish  under 
3oz.  to  weigh.    Messrs.  Hiams,  T.  Meek,  C.  Bidmead, 
and  Glover  were  the  referees ;  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  umpire  • 
Mesirs.  L.  F.  Higgs  and  A.  Probert,  clerks  of  the  scales'. 
Ihe  weather  was  beautiful,  but  sport  very  slow  indeed 
The  1st,  2od,  3rd.  4th,  11th,  and  13th  prizes  went  to  the 
Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Ciub;  the  6  h,  7th  and 
Ush,  to  the  Good  Intent  Club;  8th  and  12ch,  to  the 
Berkeley  Arms  Club;  10th  and  15  oh.  Nag's  Head  Club  • 
Sabrina    and  York  House  the  other  two.  The  champi  m 
of  the  day  was  Mr.  T.  Williams,  who  wins  the  Hon  G  H 
Alleopp's,  M.P.,  prize,  with  lOa.  added  by  the  assi  oiation 
and    silver  medal,  with  2Ib.  3|oz.  ;   W.   Hall   2ad  • 
A.  Bayhs,  3rd  ;  J.  Monkland,  4th ;  A.  Proberts,  5th  • 
B    Ootterill,  6th;  J.  Siers,  7th;  H.  Knight,  8ch ;  h' 
WoliweU,   9th;  H.  Hobbs,  10th;  T.  Abbott,  11th; 
S  Wi  day,  12th;  T.  Murphy.  13th;  T.   Pnillips,  14ch 
T.  Dolphin,  15th.    The  Talbot  Angling  Club.  Pershore 
had  their  competition  on  the  adjoinicg  stretch  of  water 
at  the  same  time ;  about  fifty  members  competed  The 
first  prize,  a  pig  (given  by  the  landlord,  Mr.  Gregory)  and 
£1,  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Cotterell  (3ib.  3oz  );  E.  Edwards. 
efr'c'^V,  ^®"'S'  ^''^i  ^-   MarshaU,  4th;    A.  Brant 
ft?  ;  S.  Cosnett,  6th.    The  Berkeley  Arms  Club  had  their 
third  contest  at  Twyning  Fleet  on  Sunday  ;  the  weather 
was  fine,  but  sport  bad,  and  only  three  prizes  were  taken 
Mr  T.  Coles  being  Ist ;  C.  Langford,  sen.,  2nd  ;  C.  Lang- 
tord,  jun.,  3rd.    Eels  are  running  well  jast  now,  and  a 
iu  °w  ^""^  ^^^'^  taken,  especially  in 

Worcester  and  Birmingham  canal.  On  Monday 
J.  Clifford,  who  is  a  champion  at  the  game,  and  who  has 
'foently  caught  one  4ilb.,  and  another  4Ib.,  caught  one 
IJIb.  in  weight ;  protruding  from  its  vent  was  the  shank 
of  a  large  rusty  hook,  the  point  and  barb  of  which  had 
come  through  the  belly  further  up.  The  hook  was  much 
corroded,  and  would  in  time  have  come  away,  without  a 
doubt ;  the  eel  was  in  splendid  condition.  Salmon  fishing 
in  the  Severn  closed  on  Friday  last,  and,  taking  it  al- 
together, it  has  been  a  much  better  season  than  last,  the 
run  of  fish  during  the  last  month  being  very  good  indeed 
and  the  netmen  have  had  a  good  time  of  it.  ' 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
At  Acaster,  on  the  1st  inst.,  a  match  between  Mr.  C 
Thornpson,  York,  the  winner  of  the  last  "All-Eogland 
™atch,  fished  at  York,  in  the  Ouse,  and  Mr.  J.  Jonas  of 
the  Minster  City,  was  decided.  Many  members  of  angling 
societies  assembled  on  the  occasion.  Jcnja  won  easily 
the  champion  thus  being  beaten.  The  Nortb-Eaatem  A.A.' 
fished  their  last  match  of  the  season  at  Beningbrough  by 
perrmssion  of  Mr.  P.  Dawnay.  The  party  did  not  gather 
up  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  but  secured  exceptional  fishing 
ground,  which  in  no  small  measure  compensated  for  the 


delay  .a  very  pleasant  afternoon's  angling  being  experienced 
Mr.  H.  Blackford  was  the  winner,  with  lib.  lljoz.  offish  •' 
Mr.  J.  Butler  being  second,  with  lib.  6oz.  Other  winners 
were  :  Messrs.  O.  S.  Wake,  A.  Greenwood,  Edward  Birch 
R.  Marsh,  M,  Butler,  T.  Roee,  Thompson,  Smith' 
J.  Butler,  and  Bennett.  Joseph  Terry  and  Sons' 
Employees'  A.A.  fished  their  concluding  match  at  West 
Cottingwith,  by  permission  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Doonington- 
Jtfferscn.  The  river  was  in  good  trim,  but  only  a 
moderate  catch  resulted.  J.  Pratt  headed  the  prize 
winners,  his  fish  weighing  21b.  5oz.  There  were  twenty- 
fave  competitors,  and  twenty-four  caught  fish,  every 
member  receiving  a  prize.  The  George  the  Fourth  A  C 
fished  their  final  match  at  Wheldrake.  W.  Henderson 
made  the  biggest  haul,  his  fish  scaling  51b.  3Jnz.  The 
aggregate  prizes  were  as  follows :  First,  A  Willeys 
101b.  5|oz. ;  second,  W.  Henderson,  71b.  13ioz. ;  third' 
T.  Coop,  71b.  8iiz.  The  Sportsman  (Hungate.  York) 
A.A.  went  to  Linton  for  their  last  match,  and  found  the 
water  in  very  good  condition.  The  weigh-in  was  quite 
satisfactory,  Mr.  A.  Roe  coming  first.  Councillor  B 
Staines's  prize  for  the  six  largest  fieh  of  the  season  was 
taken  by  him. 


IWe  do  not  hold  ov/rsel/ves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

A  DAY  WITH  THE  ROD  ON  THE  RAVEN. 
Who  that  has  ever  fished  the  Raven  as  it  flows  through 
the  (to  me)  well-known  old  village  (or  "  toon  ")  of  Kirkos- 
wald,  and,  indeed,  where  it  enters  the  parent  river,  the 
Cumberland  Eden,  ever  even  dreamed  to  see  that  modest 
and  well-fished  burn  written  up  as  the  habitat  of  trout 
such  as  it  has  never  been  the  writer's  lot  to  take  in  this  or 
any  other  North  of  England  or  Scottish  stream !  It  is 
true  that  I  never  penetrated  to  the  upper  regions  where 
these  monsters— monsters,  indeed,  for  a  hill  burn— are  to 
be  found. 

My  dear  old  friend,  Thomas  Thorbum,  who  rented  the 
fishing  on  the  Bden  for  years,  and  whose  house  (The 
College)  everyone  knows  is  close  to  the  brook,  never  fished 
thia  tributary.  Yet  he  was  a  keen  and  good  angler.  How 
vexing  !  Here  were  we  two  earnestly  fishing  tae  delight- 
ful Eden  for  trout  running  only  three  to  the  pound,  when 
this  tributary,  open  to  all  (so  far  as  I  know),  was  running 
through  the  village ! 

"Jock  Scot  "and  his  friend  started  fishing  away  up 
amongst  the  hills,  and  each  at  once  are  into  a  trout,  of 
course !  As  it  is  a  true  story,  need  I  say  that  I  advise 
every  man  with  money  and  leisure  to  hurry  to  the  spot, 
for  there  is  no  such  "  burn  "  in  all  Scotland,  nor  North  of 
England,  known  to  me,  nor  to  any  of  my  own  friends 
like  this! 

Their  first  two  trout  are  weighed,  and  the  brace 
turned  the  Ecale  at  71b."  Nor  is  this  all,  by  no  means  ! 
Fi^As^^^  j'*"^^  commencim?,  by  Jove,  as  he  writes  thus : 
Of  the  day's_  encounters  I  might  write  pages.  Bat  the 
above  is  a  fair  specimen  of  what  took  place  again  and 
again  ;  and  we  started  home  at  5  p.m.  with  light  hearts 
and  heavy  baskets."  Light  heads,  perhaps,  as  well  as 
hearts  ? 

The  Carlisle  Angling  Association,  I  trust,  are  aware  of 
the  glorious  sport  "  to  be  had  in  the  Raven  !  Who  haa 
had  a  similar  experience  .-'  I  had  of  Dicky  Routledge,  who 
knew  every  nook  and  cranny  round  about  that'  fine 
district,  and  was  the  champion  angler,  too.  Why,  oh 
Dicky,  did  I  see  thee  wasting  thy  time  and  letting  me 
waste  mine  on  the  Eden,  just  above  the  month  of  the  said 
Raven,  and  for  ordinary  trout,  too,  when  3-pounders  were 
so  common  up  that  feeder,  the  Raven,  and  so  rare  in  the 
main  river  itself  ? 

Whilst  I  am  wondering  how  to  account  for  these  facts, 
I  find  a  possible  solution  ;  but  I  am  treading  on  holey 
ground,  I  know,  but  if  the  holes  in  that  burn  hold  such 
speckled  fishes,"  I  must  e'en  speculate  in  their  possible 
genus. 

"I  prefer,"  he  says,  "the  interval  from  the  middle  of 
February  to  the  end  of  April,  because  the  '  barn  '  trout  is 
more  hungry,"  &c.  This  is  refreshing— so  sportsmanlike, 
too.  Away  amongst  the  fells  the  snow  is  often  deep  long 
after  the  middle  of  February,  and  in  February  the  trout 
are  as  lean,  soft,  and  kelty  as  they  could  well  be  !  That 
much  cannot  be  gainsaid.  Suppose,  however,  that  the 
bull  trout,  favoured  by  floods,  had  pushed  up  this  bum  to 
spawn— and  I  have  seen  them  in  a  sheep  drain  haidly  deep 
enough  to  cover  their  backs— they  would  be  there  still  in 
February,  and  possibly  in  March,  and  this  would  account 
for  "the  milk  in  the  cocoanut,"  which,  I  fear,  I  am 
letting  out  now ! 

Kelt  bull  trout,  long,  lean,  and  ugly,  and  common  as 
peas— unseasonable  fish,  unfit  for  table,  but  (by  the  Tweed 
Act,  anyhow)  legal  spoil,  and,  in  fact,  are  killed  as  a 
nuisance  by  almost  all  anglers  in  the  north,  and  sometimes 
hurled  on  the  bank  to  rot  instead  of  being  creeled. 

Besides,  I  know  how  they  run  once  they  turn  their  heads 
downastream,  these  "  B.B.T."  (sanguinary  bull  trout),  as 
a  famous  fisherman  and  angler-writer  described  these  pesU 
of  the  Coquet  and  o;her  trout  streams.  But,  not  to  know 
a  kelc  butl  trout  from  a  "  burn  trout,"  oh,  my  !  And  to 
"gas  "  about  them  grandly  as  thus.  "  Bah  !  "  you  who 
are  tied  to  desk  or  counter,  it  is  really  too  funny.  "  'lis 
not  so  plain  as  the  old  Hill  of  Howth." 

"A  man  has  got  his  belly  full  of  meat  because  he  talks 
with  victuals  in  his  mouth,"  wrote  that  famous  humorist, 
Thomas  Hood,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  Mr.  "  Nom  de 
Plume"  "Jock  Scot"  (Scott  would  have  been  more 
correct)  would  be  unable  to  show  me  if  I  went  there  the 
holes  where  lie  these  enormous  "  burn  trout "  in  that 
most  ordinary  of  burns,  the  Cumberland  Raven  ! 
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Writin?  to  a  periodioil  like  the  Fisli  ing  Gazette  a  man 
should  be  ready  to  substantiate  hia  fiotg  rather  than 
indulsce  hia  fancies.  Of  ciurse,  T  cinnot  and  do  not  say  it 
was  not  done,  but  I  do  say  that  I  d  iubt  it  being  done  again 
in  presence  of  a  competent  ja'ig'i.  What  would  the 
bluahing  stream,  say  ?  Listen!  Quoth  the  Raven,  "  ne?er- 
more."    Ah,  I  thought  so  !— Yours  truly,   E.  M.  Tod. 

SIZE  OF  LIRGB  PERCH  AND  CHUB, 
Dear  Sir, — Last  year  my  wife  caught  a  p9roh,  which  I 
weighed  on  a  soring  balance  shortly  afterwards;  I  found 
the  weight  to  be  3lb.  2Joz.  Since  then  I  have  seen  many 
specimen  perch  alleged  to  be  3lb.  and  upwards,  and  none 
of  them  look  anything  like  the  size  of  the  perch  in  question. 
We  both  doubt  whether  the  weighing  was  correct.  The 
dimensions  of  the  perch  are  as  follows :  Length,  nose  to  end 
of  tail  fin,  ISi'n. ;  greatest  girth,  13in. ;  girth  at  vent, 
lOJin.  In  the  game  year  I  causht  a  chub,  which  I  weighed 
on  spring  balance.  My  recollection  of  the  weight  was 
6lb  12J9Z. ;  my  fisherman  says  that  it  was  71b.  Joz.,  and 
certainly  it  looks  larger  than  one  alleged  7-pouader  that  I 
have  seen.  The  dimensions  are :  Longth,  nose  to  tip  of 
tail  fin,  24Vm. ;  greatest  girth,  ISJin. ;  sirth  at  vent, 
llf  in. ;  girth  at  beginning  of  ventral  fin,  14iiH. ;  the  girth 
measurements  are  under  the  fins  ;  the  length  measurement 
is  not  over  the  body,  but  actual  measurement  as  through  the 
body  of  the  fish.  The  chub  was  caught  in  Januayy,  the  perch 
in  September.  WouM  some  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me 
whether  any  mistake  is  likely  to  have  been  made  in  the 
weighing,  or  whether  mine  was  true  weight  and  the  other 
fish  were  what  the  scornful  might  call  fisherman's  weight. 
—Yours  truly,    E-dward  F.  Spence. 

SPECIMEN  FISH. 
Dear  Sib, — Please  could  you  inform  me  through  your 
dlumns  the  weight  the  following  fish  should  weigh  to  be 
called  specimons  ?    Pike,  perch,  roach,,  dace,  bream,  carp, 
and  tench.— And  oblige,  A  Coarse  Fisher. 

AN  ANGLING  TOUR  IN  IREL&.ND. 

Dear  Sir, — It  would  be  waste  of  space  to  follow 
"  Senex  "  through  his  tabulated  "  estimate  "  and  expose 
the  fallacy  of  his  imaginary  figures  when  compared  with 
actual  charges.  He  evolves  the  supposed  cost  of  this  tour 
out  of  his  inner  consciousness,  whilst  I  state  the  cost  from 
recent  actual  experionces.  I  have  carefully  examined  his 
"  estimate,"  and  find  it  inaccurate  in  almost  every  detail. 
In  some  instances  the  charges  are  double  and  treble  the 
sums  he  names.  It  is  manifest  that  he  has  never  of  late 
years  gone  over  the  ground  he  recommends,  and  paid  the 
ordinary  charges  exacted  from  a  tourist-angler. 

I  am  an  angler  of  small  means,  and  I  am  neither  young 
nor  inexperienced ;  but  I,  like  others,  have  to  sub-nit  to 
extravagant  charges  or  else  abandon  my  holiday. 
"  Senex"  is  prone  to  jump  hastily  to  wrong  conclusions. 
Those  thirty  salmon  in  three  days  were  not  taken  by  me 
upon  any  of  the  waters  recommended  in  hia  tour  ;  neither 
were  those  other  five,  which  I  got  in  one  day.  My  object 
in  challenging  "  Senex  "  has  been  served,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  wrangle  with  him  over  the  details  of  his 
mendacious  "  estimate."— Yours,  &o.,  C.  W,  Gedney, 

Bromley,  Kent,  _____ 

Sir,— I  have  read  with  considerable  interest  the  corre- 
spondence in  Fishing  Gazette  for  some  weeks  back,  and, 
as  one  of  those  who  are  deeply  intf  rested  in  the  fishing  in 
West  Ireland,  I  may  be  pflrmitted  to  offer  a  few  remarks. 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr,  Gedney,  and  all  the  letter 
writing  in  England  cannot  contradict  a  eood  many 
questions  he  advocates.  It  will  take  at  least  £10  per  week 
to  fish  from  some  of  the  Connemara  hotels,  even  on  free 
water,  as  the  majority  of  them  are  too  inconvenient  to  it. 
As  a  rule,  you  have  to  drive  from  eight  miles  to  twelve  miles 
per  day  to  the  fishing,  with  the  result  that  you  have  to  keep 
your  driver  and  oar  for  the  day  to  take  you  back  to  your 
hotel,  and  consequently  have  to  pay  123.  6d.  for  car 
and  driver's  fees  ;  boat  and  luncheon,  78  6i  ;  hotel  fare, 
103..  including  tips,  per  night.    Total,  £1  10s.  per  night, 
or  £10  lOs.  per  week  if  you  fish  Sundays  ;  if  not,  there_  is 
£1  per  week  to  come  off.    If  yon  visit  salmon  and_ white 
trout  fishing  it  will  be  £3  per  week  more  at  least,  bringing 
it   up   to  the  modest  sum   of   £12    lOs.  per  week, 
wines  and  other  luxuries  not  included.     This  will  be 
the   charge   in   some    of    the   places   mentioned  by 
Mr,  Gedney,   Take  Lough-na-Fough  for  instance,  which 
is  free  water,  and  one  of  the  places  mentioned  by  "  Glen- 
hest."    Fished  from  Leenane,  it  will  cost  £9  IDs.  per 
week ;  this  is  the  very  lowest  calculation.    As  to  the 
Manterown  river  fishing  mentioned  by  this  gentleman,  you 
might  as  well  fish  the  high  road.    You  may  get  a  few 
sprats  there  to  mount  an  archer  spinner  to  catch  large 
trout  and  pike  on  the  Mask  and  Corrib.    I  have  lived  all 
my  life  here,  and  I  know  the  geography  of  Connemara  for 
forty  years     Notwithstanding  all  this,  you  will  find 
anglers  sticking  to  expensive  places;  they  think  there  is 
some  hidden  treasu'e  to  be  found,  and  new  discoveries  to 
be  made.    My  exp'ri^nne  is  at  last  beginning  to  teach  me 
that  the  higher  the  tariff  i^  the  more  patronage  you  get  j 
there  is  no  respect  for  moderate  charges  nowadays.  As 
Mr,  Hodgson  fairly  describes,    take  Oughterard,_  for 
iast-ance.    You  hive  three  excellent  hotels  there  within 
walking  distance  of  Lough  Corrib,  where  salmon  and 
trout  abound,  all  free  to  anglers.     Still  those  oom- 
modions  and  well-kept  hotels  are  almist  idle,  where 
ang'era  can  live  comfortably  put  up  at  £4  IBs.  per  week, 
allfxpenses  included,  with  much  better  fishing  than  can 
be  cbt  lined  from  the  more  expensive  places.  Without 
tryir  g  to  put  my  hotel  before  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  which  is  situated  convenient  to  both  Mask  and 
Corrib,  and  being  one  who  has  helped  to  make  the  Mask  one 
of  the  best  trout  lakes  in  Ireland,  both  for  fly  fishing  and 
trolling — ^aU  this  owing  to  preservation — ^and,  in  anticipa- 


tion  of  getting  more  anglers,  I  expended  over  £800  last 
year  in  additional  buildings  and  sanitary  arrangements. 
Thus,  with  moderate  charges,  I  find  I  am  very  poorly 
patronised  since  July  last.  English  anglers  will  say,  if  we 
in  Ireland  fit  up  decent  accommodation  and  moderate 
charges  that  it  will  be  the  making  of  our  country.  I  was 
much  of  this  way  of  thinking  myself ;  but  I  find,  to  my 
cost,  that  things  did  not  turn  up  as  expected,  notwith- 
standing the  great  improvement  in  the  fishing.  I  am 
half  idle  as  well  as  my  neighbours  in  Oughterard. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  my  teriff  and  other  charges 
are  exorbitant  when  the  readers  of  this  letter  will 
pause  and  think  aa  they  read  the  following  figures : 
Tariff  for  board  and  lodgings,  £2 10s  per  week,  for  this  the 
very  best  fond  is  supplied  that  money  can  buy ;  boat  and 
two  men  at  £2  5s.  per  week,  this  includes  their  luncheon  ; 
total,  £4  15s.  Car,  if  employed  to  fishing,  the  charge  of 
Is.  per  angler  to  be  added.  If  a  member  of  the  Lough 
Mask  Fishing  Club,  who  pays  a  subscription  of  lOa.  per 
year,  12s.  per  week  will  be  deducted.  If  two  anglers  fish 
from  one  boat  it  will  only  cost  them  £3  123.  6d.  per  week, 
all  included,  and  if  members  of  the  club  there  will  be  a 
further  reduction. 

How  can  any  angler  grumble  when  he  can  fish  in  a 
country  at  the  above  quotation,  all  included  except 
wines  ? 

I  wish  also  to  mention  that  I  pay  all  my  servants,  from 
the  jarvey,  waiter,  to  the  boots,  doing  away  with  tips 
so  much  hated  by  Englishmen.  I  hope  other  hotel  keepers 
will  follow  suit. 

Pardon  me,  Mr.  Editor,  for  trespassing  at  such  length 
on  your  space  — Truly  yours,  John  A,  Joyce. 

Mount  Galale  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway, 


Sir, — I  have  read  with  some  interest  the  controversy 
between  "  Glenhest "  and  Mr.  Gedney  on  the  subject  of 
an  angling  tour  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  I  consider  that 
"  Glenhest's  "  estimate  for  the  tour  is  rather  more  than  it 
would  really  come  to,  but  on  the  whole  is  a  very  fair 
estimate.  If  Mr.  Gedney  would  pay  £70,  or  so,  on  this 
tour,  besides  needless  extravagance  affecting  only  himself, 
he  spoils  the  "  market "  for  other  people  who  are  follow- 
ing the  same  track. 

He  refers  to  a  land-locked  lough,  which  is  only  full  of 
wee  brownies,  which  he  visited  from  Leenane.  By  the 
reference  to  the  ferry,  I  suppose  Mr.  Gedney  means  Dhu 
Lough.  He  must  be  rather  fond  of  jumping  to  conclu- 
sions because  of  one  day's  poor  sport. 

I  may  remark  that  I  come  from  the  West  of  Ireland 
myself,  and  have  also  fished  in  a  few  of  the  waters, 
and  have  heard  a  good  deal  about  the  fishing  in  some  of 
the  others  from  several  relations  of  mine  who  have  fished 
in  them.— Yours  truly,    ____  Claret  Body. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr,  G'>idney's  estimate  of  cost  may  be 
rather  lavish,  but  "Glenhest's"  is  undeniably  too  low. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  outlay  he  puts  down  for  fishing 
from  Clonbur:  "Hotel,  83.  per  day."  Now,  this  is 
"  inclusive  of  everything."  yet  on  settling  be  will  find 
there  is  Is.  per  day  tricked  on  for  attendance.  "  Man  and 
boat  4s  per  day."  The  charge  is  6s.  I  am_  quite  aware 
that  the  men  get  only  4s.,  the  small  proportion  of  33  per 
cent,  being  appropriated  by  the  landlord  for  having  them 
on  his  list,  and  there  are  no  recognised  men  who  dare  take 
a  visitor  from  the  hotel  for  less  than  6s  for  fear  of  being 
"  black-listed,"  and  so  missing  future  customers.  Again, 
he  says  nothing  about  car  hire  to  and  from  the_  water — two 
miles.  This  is  another  essential  item,  as  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  carry  one's  own  traps  and  a  ginger  beer  box 
packed  with  the  mens'  lunch,  including  several  bottles  of 
"  porter."  Beer,  minerals,  and  wines  are  all  charged  full 
hotel  prices,  and  one  can  hardly  come  away  without 
tipping  waiter,  boots,  chambermaid,  oar  driver,  and 
fishermen — at  least,  they  all  expect  it.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say  that  the  sport  is  not  worth  the  outlay,  but  I  do 
maintain  that  "Glenhest's"  estimate  is  at  least  50  per 
cent,  too  low.  I  think  the  thanks  of  fishermen  generally 
are  due  to  Mr.  Gedney  for  so  boldly  pointing  out  how,  in 
many  cases,  the  English  angler  in  Ireland  is  imposed  upon, 
I  enclose  my  card. — Yours  very  truly,  Experience. 

THE  CORA.CLB  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— On  Sept.  2  I  hooked,  played,  and  gaffed 
a  fresh  peal,  51b.,  out  of  a  light  Welsh  coracle,  probably 
the  first  ever  taken  in  a  similar  manner  in  Ireland.  When 
I  had  dragged  him  into  the  little  boat,  which  wobbled 
about  properly,  I  dare  not  take  the  gaff  out  for  fear 
of  his  jumping  into  the  river,  which  was  very  deep  and 
strong,  but  had  to  paddle  aahore  with  the  left  hand  while 
holding  him  on  the  gaff  with  the  other.  Coracles  seem 
not  to  be  appreciated  as  they  ought  to  be — at  least_I_  only 
know  one  place  to  get  a  right  one  (Sapr.  Williams, 
Portegaitre,  Monmouthshire),  like  my  two,  which  can  be 
easily  carried  on  one's  back  a  mile  or  two.  I  bnught  two 
in  Cheshire,  which  were  far  more  expensive,  and  quite  too 
heavy  to  be  much  use.  P. 8. —The  above  occurred  in  the 
river  Sair,  below  Clonmel.— Yours  truly,  Watchett. 

[We  congratulate  our  old  correspondent,  bat  cannot 
advise  non-swimmers  to  fish  from  coracles. — Ed.] 


THUNDERSTORMS,  &c. 

Dear  Marston, — Your  correep indent,  Mr.  E.  Valen- 
tine Corrie,  writes  so  courteously  that  one  is  almost 
ashamed  to  differ  from  him,  especially  when  he  is  so 
kindly  endeavouring  to  help  me  to  a  possible  solution  of 
the  red  haze  which  I  have  fully  deseribed  in  my  article  on 
"  Thunderstorms  "  in  the  F.  0.  of  25th  ult.  He  says  : 
"  Wind  strong  enough  to  bend  trees  to  the  blast  might 
have  caused  a  thick  dust-cloud  between  Mr.  Tod  and  the 
trees  struck  by  lightning,"  &o. 

If  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie  had  witnessed  the  ram  which 
accompanied  the  wind  he  would  hardly  have  advanced  so 


interesting  a  theory.  1  regret,  therefore,  to  be  unable  to 
accept  it,  ingenious  as  it  is.    Will  he  kindly  try  again  ? 

In  the  recent  cyclone  which  devastated  Maf  eking  in  two 
hours  the  rain  was  terrific — not  much  chance  for  dust 
there,  but  lots  for  mud. — Yours  truly,        B.  M.  Tod. 


FISHING  AT  DEA.L. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  Mr.  S.  H.  Gooch's  letter  in 
F.  O,,  page  186,  recording  four  days'  fishing,  will  he 
kindly  inform  your  readers  when  and  where  ? — Yours 
truly,  Joseph  Yates  (B.8.A.S.). 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Sept.  1st  I  gave  an  account 
of  four  days'  sea  fishing  from  the  "  jetty."  This  is  how  the 
mistake  occurred.  I  wrote  you,  that  having  been  told  by  a 
friend  who  is  staying  at  Deal  that  there  was  no  fishing  there, 
I  thought  I  would  send  you  an  account  of  my  fishing. 
I  must  have  omitted  to  pay  that  it  was  at  "  Worthing," 
and  not  at  "  Deal  "  that  the  fish  recorded  were  captured. 
If  you  will  kindly  correct  this  error  50a  will  oblige — Yours 
truly,    S.  H,  Gooch. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  DOVER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  append  details  of  a  few  recent  catches  by 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  fishing  off  Shakespeare  Cliff, 
Dover,  They  may  p'ove  of  interest  to  your  sea  anttliog 
readers.  Party  included  Mr.  H.  Akers,  Mr.  R  B.  Hart, 
Mr.  A.  Mann,  and  boatman  J.  Gatehouse.  Wednesday, 
Aug.  28,  133  pouting,  seven  codling;  Thursday,  147 
pouting,  six  codling,  two  silver  whitina ;  Friday,  140 
pouting,  nine  codling  (the  largest  codling  51b.,  and  pouting 
IJlb.).  All  caught  with  mussels,  which  is  the  most 
effective  bait  here,  fishing  from  6  a.m.  to  12  30  p  m. — 
Yours  faithfully,  A.  Woodfield  (B.S,A.S.), 


FISHING  AT  FLA.MBOROUGH, 
Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  subscribers  kindly 
inform  me  if  good  sea  fishing  can  be  procured  off  Brid- 
lington or  Plamboro'  in  September,  and  if  there  ia  any 
inn,  especially  at  the  latter  place;  are  biats  to  be  had, 
and  their  cost,  &c.  ?— Yours  truly,         G,  E.  Power, 

HOW  TO  PREPARE  BREAD  CRUST  AS  BAIT. 

Dear  Sib  — If  you  could  please  inform  me  in  your  next 
week's  Fishing  Gazette  how  bread  crust  paste  is 
prepared  for  roach  fishing,  you  will  greatly  oblige  me  and 
many  other  of  your  readers  and  roach  fishers. — Yours 
respectfully,  W.  G.  Alliss. 

[If  you  use  bread  crust  as  a  bait  for  roach  or  dace, 
simply  cut  the  crust  off  a  loaf  and  soak  it  in  water  ;  then 
cut  it  into  small  pieces,  and  nothing  more  is  neoeFsary 
than  to  bait  your  hoik  with  it.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
bread  crust  paste. — Ed.] 

WHEA.T  BAIT, 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you,  throuah  the  medium  of  your 
valuable  paper,  inform  me  how  to  prepare  wheat  bait  for 
roach  fishing  ?  —Yours  faithfully,  _  M.  Grossb. 

[Get  the  best  wheat  you  can  (either  white  or  red),  place 
it  m  a  jar  (covered  with  water)  in  an  oven,  and  allow  it  to 
remain  until  the  white  of  the  wheat  begins  to  show  ;  keep 
covered  with  water ;  it  is  then  ready  for  the  hook.  Do 
not  make  too  much,  as  in  a  day  or  two  it  becomes  sour. 
Another  way  is  to  stew  it  gently ;  just  the  same  results. 
"  Creed  "  wheat  is  simply  boiled  wheat.  Pearl  barley  may 
be  stewed  until  soft,  and  is  an  excellent  bait  just  now, — 
Ed,]   

LIKE  WOMEN,  Ac, 
Sir, — Some  rivers  are  like  some  women,  they  take  a 
deal  of  understanding ;  they  are  also  p<>culiar,  being  some- 
times in  excellent  condition,  but,  on  other  occasions,  thick, 
slightly  discoloured,  fine,  gin-fine,  with  no  stream,  gentle 
stream,  at  winter  height,  at  summer  level,  a  raging 
current,  in  tip-top  condition,  in  fine  trim,  a  splendid 
water,  stale,  a  swollen  water,  over-running  the  bank,  out 
of  condition,  rising  fast,  falling  fast;  in  fact,  very 
changeable.  For  this  reason  an  anzler  in  ene  country  may 
know  n»xt  to  nothing  about  a  river  in  the  next ;  if  he  had 
he  would  never  have  used  a  rod  and  line  with  which  he 
could  not  even  reach  the  fish  he  was_  after ;  and  how  in  the 
name  of  fortune  did  he  expect  to  strike,  roach  fishing  with 
paste,  with  at  least  3  yards  of  slack  line,  with  a  big  bow 
from  the  top  of  his  rod  to  his  float  ?  A  most 
difficult  feat  with  a  rod  on  the  whipping  side. 
One  thing,  this  did  not  matter  much  as  he  never  had  a 
nibble.  Now  there  are  occasions  when  fish  have  a  partiality 
for  one  bait  to  another.  It  may  be  from  pith  to  greaves, 
stewed  malt  to  wheat,  paste  to  gentles  (dace  to  wit), 
worms  to  minnows  ;  but  mixing  up  lob  and  brandling 
worms  would  be  a  very  unwise  proceeding  on  one  river  I 
could  mention,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  bream  in  it 
will  sometimes  take  brandlings  when  they  will  not  take 
any  other  worm,  and  if  one  throws  in  lobs  on  such 
occasions  as  these,  can  one  wonder  that  one  never  has  a 

bite.  .      ,      „  , , .  ,1 

As  the  wise  man  said,    There  is  a  time  for  all  things, 
so  there  is  a  time  to  use  the  right  sort  of  worm  if  one 
wishes  to  be  successful.- 1  am,  &o..  Tone. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  has  a  very  attractive  display  of 
rare  plants  on  view  in  the  main  hall.  The  exhibition, 
which  is  of  cacti  and  succulents,  consists  of  oyer  200 
varieties  of  the  plants  which  come  from  California, 
Mexico,  South  America,  the  Capa,  and  various  islands.  It 
is  a  unique  collection,  and  will  remain  open  until  Saturday 
week.  Las  Dos  Estellas,  the  only  two  ladies  performing 
on  the  silver  ladder  perch,  and  Dare  Marion,  a  tramp 
ventriloquist,  will  be  added  to  the  entertainments  on 
Monday, 
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If  you  can  kindly  give  us  a  notice  in  your  n«xt  issue 
embodying  the  said  letter  we  should  feel  much  obliged. 

''  We  should  like  jou  to  try  these  flies,  and  give  na  your 
opinion  of  the  tame.  We  are  now  making  all  sizes.— 
Yonrstruly,  "  S.  Allcock  and  Co." 
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iNGLING    AND    CIO  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15th,  1900. 


MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK   AND  CO^S 
NEW  "PARFAIT"  HOOKS. 


We  have  received  from  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and 
Co.,  of  Redditch,  the  wholesale  fishing  tackle 
manufacturers,  who  were  awarded  the  unique 
distinction  of  the  Grand  Prix  at  Paris  recently, 
some  nicely  dressed  samples  of  Red  Tag,  Coach- 
man, Black  Silver  Palmer,  Olive  Upright,  and  other 
flies  on  gut,  dressed  on  their  new  "Parfait" 
hook,  which  reminds  one  of  the  hooks  made  by 
the  Swiss  fly  fishermen  out  of  needles,  and  of 
similar  hooks  made  by  the  very  clever  Japanese 
tishermen.  The  shank  is  not  straight,  but  begins 
to  curve  from  the  head ;  the  gape  is  wide,  the 
barb  small  and  extra  sharp,  and  with  a  side  twist. 
We  give  Messrs.  Allcock's  letter,  with  one  from 
one  of  ^their  correspondents,  and  shall  refer  to  the 
hooks  again  when  we  have  been  able  to  test  them. 
Ihe  wire  looks  thin  for  a  heavy  fish,  but  has 
stood  a  severe  test. 

"  Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 

^       "  London. 

'  Deae  Sib,— We  beg  to  inclose  you  a  few  of  our  flies 
Which  have  been  dressed  on  our  new  '  Parfait '  hooks  We 
nave  had  numerous  testimonials  of  its  hooking  powers,  and 
nave  ]Qst  received  the  accompanying  letter  from  one  of  our 
customers,  which  speiks  for  itself. 


LOopy.J 

"  14b,  North  John-Bireet,  Liverpool. 
"  Aug.  21,  1900, 
Messrs.  8.  Allcock  and  Co. , 
"  Redditch. 

'•  Dear  Sirs,— I  have  prf  at  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the 
great  merits  of  your  new  fly  hook.  It  is  the  beat  I  have 
ever  used  or  seen.  I  was  fishing  with  some  of  your  flies 
dressed  upon  your  new  hook,  a  fortnight  ago,  and  fishing 
down  one  pool  I  raised  thirteen  sea  trout,  hooked  twelve, 
and  landed  eleven.  This  for  sea  trout  is  exrraordinary,  as 
they  are  such  lively  fish  one  often  loses  them  after  having 
fought  them  for  some  time,  but  when  I  hooked  one  with 
your  hook  I  felt  sure  of  landing  it.  The  hook  being 
turned  slightly  to  one  side,  and  the  large  bend  to  it,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  raise  a  fish  without  hooking  it. 

"  I  am  delighted  you  have  brought  out  such  ahook,  and 
shall  use  no  other  for  my  flies  in  future,  and  shall  be 
pleased  to  hear  you  have  commenced  to  make  the  smaller 
trout  size,  as  I  shall  want  them  for  my  next  season's 
stock.  I  am  sure  no  one  will  fish  with  any  other  hook 
after  once  having  used  them.  I  am  glad  I  had  such  an 
opportunity  of  tpsting  them.  Wishing  jou  every  success 
with  them. — I  remain,  gentlemen,  yours  truly, 

"  Westall  Eamsbottom." 


WANDERINGS  BY  IRISH  WATERS. 

{Concluded  from  page  188.) 

VI.— QUESTIONS  TO  ANSWER. 
How  is  the  extraordinary  shyness  of  the  larger 
fish  in  the  Glore,  and  some  otlier  Irish  streams,  to 
be  accounted  for?  These  Glore  fish  are  good 
subjects  for  examination ;  for  not  only  had  they 
in  all  probability  never  seen  a  dry  fly  before,  but 
they  are  very  seldom  fished  for  at  all.  Often 
trout  who  were  rising  well  would  stop  directly  a 
fly  went  over  them,  no  matter  with  how  much 
care  it  were  presented  ;  indeed,  they  were  so  shy 
that,  as  stated  in  the  preceding  article,  the  Old 
Hand  considered  that  the  most  educated  trout  of 
the  Hampshire  chalk  streams  were  not  more 
difficult  to  catch.  Eow,  then,  are  we  to  account 
for  this  strange  anomaly  ?  I  believe  that  an 
explanation  must  be  sought  in  the  relative  age 
and  size  of  fish  in  different  waters. 

What  is  the  age  of  a  lib.  fish  in  a  southern 
chalk  stream?  About  three  years,  I  think. 
What  would  his  age  be  in  the  Glore  ?  Judging 
from  the  very  small  Iproportion  of  its  fish  which 
attain  to  anything  like  that  size— we  soon  got  to 
know  such  as  there  were,  and  they  got  to  know 
us— I  should  think  that  it  takes  them  some  years 
to  grow  to  lib.  Thus  a  fish  which  in  Hampshire 
would  be  a  comparative  youngster,  would  in  this 
stream  be  an  old  and  wary  veteran;  and  that 
with  old  age  comes  wisdom,  at  least  among 
trout,  may,  I  think,  be  taken  as  an  established 
fact.  A  fish  whose  education  is  spread  over  a 
long  period  probably  learns  more  than  one  who 
has  his  experience  condensed  into  a  short  space. 
The  former  receives  a  thoroughly  sound  educa- 
tion ;  the  latter,  to  borrow  a  metaphor,  is  merely 
crammed.  I  have  never  seen  the  subject  of 
trouts'  ages  at  all  fully  discussed.  It  would  be 
interesting  if  some  of  our  eminent  pisciculturists 
would  enlighten  us  upon  it.  Certainly  the  wisdom 
of  the  Glore  fish  considerably  surprised  us,  and 
the  dry  fly  for  once  did  not  answer  expectations. 

While  speaking  of  the  dry  fly,  I  may  mention 
that  the  Brosna  and  its  tributary,  the  Rehane— 
a  name  I  cannot  spell— in  King's  County,  are 
streams  on  which  it  should  be  successful.  They 
hold  some  good  fish,  and  are  fairly  accessible,  as 
Clara  is  easily  reached  from  Dublin  by  the 
G.  S.  and  W.  Railway.  At  Clara  is  an  hotel  at 
which  a  fair  meal  may  be  got,  but  I  should  advise 
anyone  to  make  a  personal  inspection  before 
arranging  to  stay  for  the  night. 

A  river  which  must  be  of  interest  to  all  dry  fly 
men  in  Ireland  is  the  Barrow.  This  noble  stream 
holds  large  and  handsome  trout,  and  has  for 
long  possessed  a  local  school  of  dry  fly  fishermen, 
no  doubt  because  it  has  been  found  almost 
impossible  to  secure  fish  there  by  any  other 
method.  The  patterns  of  flies  which  they  use  are 
somewhat  rougher  than  our  English  ones ;  but 
they  more  than  make  up  for  whatever  may 
be  deficient  in  their  flies  by  their  splendid  casting. 
Stopping  to  watch  one  of  them  fishing  as  I  was 
coming  home  one  evening  after  a  poor  day's  sport, 
when  I  saw  what  a  long  line  and  accurate  fly  he 


could  throw  I  no  longer  wondered  at  my  own 
want  of  success.  I  do  not,  however,  intend  to  say 
more  about  the  Barrow  fishing,  but  only  to 
mention  a  very  curious  theory  concerning  its 
trout,  which  seems  to  be  pretty  generally  held. 
Again  and  again  local  anglers  have  assured  me 
that  the  Barrow  trout  annually  go  down  to  the 
sea  and  come  up  again  ;  that,  in  fact,  they  behave 
as  if  they  were  white,  and  not  brown  trout.  I 
remember  that  John  Bickerdyke  mentions  in 
"Wild  Sports  in  Ireland"  that  certain  brown 
trout,  known  as  "  slob,"  dwell  in  estuaries,  and  are 
in  the  habit  of  coming  up  into  fresh  water  when 
there  is  a  flood,  but  drop  down  to  their  mud  banks 
again  as  soon  as  the  rivers  fine  down  (see  pages 
135-140  of  above-mentioned  work) ;  but  I  have 
never  before  heard  it  suggested  that  all  the  brown 
trout  of  any  river  behave  in  this  manner.  The 
first  time  that  this  statement  was  made  to  me,  I 
thought  that  my  informant  was  only  spinning  a 
yarn  to  an  Englishman ;  but  I  soon  found  that 
both  on  the  Barrow  and  its  tributaries  this  was 
the  prevalent  belief.  Thus,  when  fishing  one  of 
the  latter  a  year  or  two  ago,  I  was  told  that 
about  J une  good  fish  began  to  arrive  from  the 
Barrow  and  continued  arriving  up  to  the  end  of 
September.  The  stream  was  small,  and  I  knew 
it  well,  and  large  fish  certainly  did  keep  on 
appearing  at  unexpected  places,  "and  there  were 
undoubtedly  many  more  of  them  in  it  during 
August  and  September  than  earlier  in  the  year. 
Most  seasons,  too,  a  number  of  fish  used  to  be 
netted  there  in  order  to  restock  a  preserved  bit  of 
the  Barrow.  One  would  have  thought  that  such 
inroads  upon  its  stock  could  not  but  have  told 
severely  upon  so  small  a  stream,  yet  the  number 
of  trout  never  appreciably  diminished. 

This  season  I  was  fishing  the  Barrow  in  May, 
and  was  told  that  very  few  trout  had  come  up  as 
far  as  the  place  where  I  was  staying,  but  that  if 
I  went  down  a  couple  of  miles  to  below  the  next 
lock,  I  should  find  a  good  many  there.  Above  the 
lock  I  did  not  see  a  trout  rise ;  below  it  there  were 
several  moving.  Returning  about  a  month  later 
I  found  that  there  were  to  all  appearance  quite  as 
many  fish  on  the  move  above  the  lock  as  below  it. 

These  facts  seem  to  bear  out  the  theory  to  some 
extent.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  a  number  of  fish  are  to  be  found  in  the  same 
positions  season  after  season.  At  Athy  there 
are,  I  believe,  two  celebrated  trout,  known  locally 
as  Gog  and  Magog,  which  have  for  many  years 
tried  the  patience  of  various  anglers,  and  there 
are  plenty  of  fisb,  early  in  the  season,  in  many  of 
the  upper  parts  of  the  river,  which  it  may  be 
assumed  never  quit  it.  Again,  in  many  rivers 
most  of  the  large  trout  are  never  seen  feeding  at 
the  surface  tiU  the  season  is  well  advanced,  so 
many  of  these  sudden  appearances  may  merely  be 
permanent  residents  who  have  fed  at  the  bottom 
till  the  weather  got  warm.  Therefore  the  theory 
that  all  the  trout  annually  visit  the  sea  may  be 
dismissed  as  untenable,  and  I  have  so  far  heard 
no  evidence,  further  than  the  bare  assertion,  to 
prove  that  any  do  so.  But  there  certainly  seems 
to  be  no  doubt  that  the  Barrow  fish  travel  con- 
siderably, and  that  a  large  number  every  year 
draw  upwards  as  the  season  advances,  and  this 
movement  begins  too  early  to  be  no  more  than  a 
journey  to  the  spawning  beds,  though  no  doubt 
that  is  its  ultimate  destination.  Perhaps  some 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  throw  more 
light  upon  this  subject,  which  is  one  of  great 
interest  and  some  importance. 

There  is  another  question  which  requires 
investigation.  What  influence  have  the  recent 
drainage  operations  exercised  upon  the  Irish 
fresh-water  fisheries  P  Has  it  been  prejudicial  or 
otherwise?  This  is  a  question  which  I  hardly 
feel  competent  to  answer,  my  personal  knowledge 
of  the  rivers  being  of  a  comparatively  recent  date ; 
but  in  the  cases  which  have  come  under  my 
observation  I  gather  from  hearsay  that  it  has 
been  almost  invariably  prejudicial.  One  of  the 
streams  only  appears  to  have  gained  by  them,  and 
that  is  the  Lerr  in  County  Carlow.  It  was 
formerly  almost  unapproachable  because  of  bogs  ; 
it  is  now  a  fishable,  though  ugly  river.  All  the 
others  which  1  know  seem  to  have  suffered  more 
or  less.  The  Inny  is  an  instance  of  a  river  which 
was  formerly  noted  for  its  fine  trout,  but  which 
since  its  conversion  has  become  practically  useless 
for  fishing  purposes ;  and  it  is  hard  to  think  that 
any  stream  which  undergoes  this  operation  can 
avoid  suffering  in  the  process.   In  the  first  pkce 
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it  loses  most  of  its  natural  beauty  and  much  of 
its  attractiveness  to  fish.  It  flows  along  a  sunken 
bed,  with  the  excavated  earth  forming  high  banks 
on  either  side.  Its  depth  and  current  become 
more  or  less  uniform.  One  misses  the  likely 
corners,  the  eddies,  and  backwaters  in  which  lies 
half  the  charm  of  river  fishing.  There  are  few 
bends  and  turns,  long,  straight  reaches  of  even- 
flowing  water  take  their  place,  which  against  a 
down-stream  wind  are  almost  unfishable.  and  the 
actual  process  of  conversion  is  very  bad  for  the 
trout,  not  to  mention  the  amount  which  perish 
from  poaching  or  other  causes.  The  bed  of  the 
river  is  cleared  of  weed ;  not  a  vestige  is  allowed 
to  remain.  I  believe,  too,  that  weeds  in  rivers 
which  have  been  cleared  by  the  Drainage 
Commission — I  trust  I  am  giving  that  august 
body  its  proper  denomination — are  compelled  to  be 
cut  regularly  for  a  certain  number  of  years  after- 
wards, and,  as  the  cutting  is  generally  done  by 
contract,  no  consideration  is  paid  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  fish.  The  weeds  are  cleared  out 
wholesale,  so  that  the  fish  are  robbed  of  their 
natural  protection  against  sun  and  poachers,  and 
the  food  supply  of  the  river  is  irreparably 
damaged.  These  injurious  results  more  than 
counter- balance  such  advantages  as  are  derived 
from  the  operations.  Yet  these  should  not  be 
altogether  lost  sight  of.  A  better  head  of  water 
is  kept  up,  the  aggregate  extent  of  fishable  water 
is  considerably  augmented,  and  the  getting  about 
is  rendered  more  easy  and  pleasant.  On  the 
whole,  however,  I  much  prefer  to  fish  a  stream 
which  remains  as  nature  made  it  to  one  which  the 
Drainage  Commission  has  reformed. 

One  cannot  fail  to  carry  away  from  Ireland  an 
impression  of  regret  that  in  a  country  possessing 
such  natural  advantages  for  fish  and  fishers  so 
little  is  done  to  care  for  or  improve  the  fishing. 
General  preservation,  even  if  it  were  possible,  is 
hardly  a  remedy  which  we,  who  love  to  roam 
along  free  waters   unfettered  by  restrictions, 
should  care  to  see  adopted.     Yet  there  are 
some    measures    which,    if    they    could  be 
taken,    should    go    far    towards    staying  the 
rapid    deterioration    in    trout    fishing  which, 
I    fear,    is    going  on  all  over    the  country. 
From  the  beginning  of  March  to  the  end  of 
September  is  a  pretty  liberal  open  season,  one 
which  few  English  rivers  are  asked  to  support ; 
yet  poor  Old  Oireland's  streams  are  too  often 
only   allowed    three  months'  rest,  November, 
December,  and  January,  and  are  poached  then 
into  the  bargain.    There  cannot  be  much  fun  in 
catching  gravid  October  fish,  or  thin,  spent, 
February  ones.    Is  it  too  much  to  hope  that  for 
those  two  months  the  poor  things  may  be  allowed 
to  rest  in  peace  ?    Those  little  sprats  of  an  ounce 
or  two  do  not  add  very  much  to  the  glory  of  a 
basket.    Could  not  they  be  sufllered  to  reach  a 
riper  age  ?    Is  it  quite  impossible  to  impress  these 
two  simple  facts  upon  the  minds  of  the  Irish 
countrymen?    I  believe  that  if  every  angler  who 
goes  to  fish  in  Ireland  were  to  set  his  face 
resolutely  against  these  and  some  similar  customs, 
and  were  to  refuse  to  acquiesce  in  them  merely 
because  other  people  do  so,  that  a  great  deal 
could  be  done  in  this   respect.    But,  perhaps, 
the  result  would  be  small;    for  there  is  no 
getting    away     from    the    fact    that  until 
poaching,  the  real  scourge  of  Irish  rivers,  is  put  an 
end  to,  tbe  efforts  of  individuals  in  the  interest  of 
sport  can  bear  but  little  fruit.    And  once  the 
subject  of  poaching  is  broached,  sages  begin  to 
shake  their  heads.    The    vice    is    too  deeply 
ingrained  in  the  Irish  character  to  be  easily 
eradicated.    The  Irishman  is  a  bom  poacher — I  do 
not  necessarily  mean  a  robber  of  other  people's 
preserves,  but  a  taker  of  game  by  unsportsman- 
like methods.    Poaching  is  sport  to  him,  and 
sp  jrt  which  he  will  not  lightly  surrender. 

Ah  well !  whether  the  waters  be  poached  or  no, 
fishing  in  Ireland  is  delightfully  pleasant.  1 
have  wandered  for  some  years  by  Irish  waters, 
and  I  hope  to  wander  for  many  more.  The 
"  distreshful  country  "  has  an  irresistible  fascina- 
tion for  me.  "  Come  back  to  Erin "  for  ever 
echoes  in  my  ears.  Maek  Bench. 


To  Fly  Deessees,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2b.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"  Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2b  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. , 
til.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-lane.  London. 


THE  BROWN  TROUT   SEASON  IN 
SCOTLAND. 


The  trouting  season  of  1900  will  long  be 
remembered  north  of  the  Border  as  a  record  one. 
Not  only  is  this  the  case  on  the  national  trouting 
pond  of  historic  fame  in  Kinross-shire,  but  all 
over  the  country,  on  river,  loch,  and  stream,  the 
sport  has  been  quite  up  to  if  not  beyond  anything 
experienced  during  the  past  dozen  years.  While 
the  spring  salmon  season  suddenly  collapsed  on 
the  Tay,  Dee,  Deveron,  and  Spey  (where,  however, 
it  hardly  ever  got  a  footing),  and  such  like 
leading  salmon  streams,  in  the  middle  of  April, 
for  the  lack  of  fish,  and  while  the  grilse  season 
was  a  total  failure  for  the  self-same  reason,  the 
brown  trout,  on  the  other  hand,  proved  a  welcome 
boon,  and  a  most  acceptable  substitute  to  the 
angler  in  his  hour  of  need. 

Nor  was  this  the  case  in  any  one  spot,  nor  for 
a  limited  time.    All  over  the  country,  both  in  the 
north-west  and  south,  the  brown  trout  season  was 
well  reported  on  from  the  early  days  of  April  and 
May  on  to  July  and  August.    On  certain  early 
rivers,  such  as  the  Findhorn,  Don,  and  Deveron, 
fish  were  early  in  good  condition,  coming  to  the 
fly  in  March,  and  only  now  are  they  beginning  to 
get  soft  and  gravid ;  while  on  the  later  streams 
and  highland  lochs  capital  sport  may  still  be  had, 
and  baskets  of  fairly  good  fish  will  undoubtedly 
be  had  on  them  still,  right  on  to  the  end  of  this 
month.    As  a  rule,  however,  the  season  is  now 
over,  and  by  the  unwritten  law  of  Scotland,  for 
as  yet  there  is  no  written  law  on  the  subject, 
little    brown    trouting    is    done    in  Septem- 
ber, and  none  in  October,  save  where  a  good 
admixture  of  sea  trout  predominate,   such  as 
may  be  found  on  the  Ythan  and  Ugie,  and  then 
chiefly  for  the  sea  trout,  while  the  brown  trout 
are  invariably  discarded,  and  especially  so  if  "  oif 
colour."    However,  we  have  heard  of  anglers  on 
such  rivers  as  the  Don  spinning  for  trout  in  the 
closing  days  of  October,  and  killing  them,  too,  by 
the  barrow  load.    They  were  English  sportsmen 
down  for  the  shooting  season,  and  with  the 
national  instinct  to  go  forth  and  kill  something 
when  they  were  defeated  by  the  rains  from  going 
on  the  moors,  and  found  the  river  in  tempting 
form,  took  to  spinning  with  the  phantom  for 
gravid  and  newly-spawned  trout.    It  was  sport 
they  wanted,  and  sport  they  had  after  their  own 
hearts'  contentment,  and  for  fully  a  week  on  end 
they  provided  the  kennels  with  a  supply  of  fish 
for  the  dogs,  for  no  one  about  would  accept  them 
as  a  compliment.    We  do  not  wish  to  cavil  with 
such  thoughtless  sportsmen  putting  in  the  time, 
but  they  should  have  hit  upon  some  better  plan 
than  useless  destruction  of  God's  mercies  in  what 
properly  should  be  the  close  season  for  trout ; 
and  while  they  were  quite  within  their  rights,  as 
far  as  lessee's  rights  were  concerned,  from  a 
moral  point  of  view  they  were  entirely  wrong. 
Probably,  being  far  removed  from  the  "  madding 
crowd,"  they  thought  that  their  actions  would 
not  come  under  the  lash  of  public  opinion,  but  in 
this  they  were  mistaken.    There  is  no  more  close 
and  faithful  a  class  for  the  time  being  than  high- 
land keepers  and  gillies,  and,  although  obeying 
orders,  and  probably  assisting  with  zeal  at  the 
slaughter,  yet  they  are  no  sooner  free — as  far  as 
their  relationship  of  servant  and  master  is  con- 
cerned— than  their  tongues  wag,  and  then  there 
are  no  more  severe  critics  when  they  know  that 
sportsmen  have  not  proved  themselves  to  be 
gentlemen  as  well  as  sportsmen,  and  what  was  a 
matter  of  policy  and  discretion  before  in  keeping 
dark  questionable  doings,  now  becomes  a  matter 
of  duty  to  proclaim  from  the  house-tops.  Nor 
are  they  to  be  blamed.    The  river  is  ruined  for 
years  to  come  when  all  the  big  fish  are  killed  off 
in  the  "  silly  "  season,  and  the  margin  of  brood 
fish  considerably  reduced  for  stocking  purposes, 
as  the  next  lessee  that  comes  that  way  finds  to 
his  cost,  and  blames  the  local  keeper  for  not  doing 
his  duty  in  protecting  it  from  poachers. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  go  into 
such  detail  in  this  connection  were  it  not  that 
the  present  season  is  just  such  another  autumn 
as  the  one  referred  to,  and  the  self-sams  tempta- 
tions will  assuredly  come  round  during  the  next 
few  weeks  as  long  as  the  present  weather  condi- 
tions last ;  and  it  is  almost  a  dead  certainty  that 
from  the  abnormal  wet  the  moors  will  no  longer 
be  workable,  while  the  rivers  will  be  more  tempting 


than  ever  from  their  semi-flooded  state ;  and 
where  there  are  no  chances  of  salmon,  but 
abundance  of  trout,  the  same  disgraceful  scenes 
of  killing  gravid  and  "  kelt "  trout  may  again  be 
repeated,  not  only  on  the  Don  but  all  over  the 
north  where  trout  abound,  simply  for  the  want 
of  nothing  else  to  do. 

The  hostess  of  a  shooting  lodge  has  often  as 
much  to  do  with  such  massacres  as  anyone  else. 
With  a  houseful  of  young  men  on  her  hands  in  a 
wet  season  she  is  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  entertain 
them,  and  with  a  noted  trouting  stream  at  her 
command,  and  plenty  of  spare  rods  in  their  cases 
in  the  gun-room,  what  easier  method  of  getting 
rid  of  them  for  the  nonce  than  to  wrap  them  in 
waterproofs,  and  send  them  out  to  catch  trout. 
She  not  only  sees  no  harm  in  it,  but  finds  an 
additional  attraction  in  the  place  because  of  its 
trout,  even  though  it  be  well  over  in  the  month 
of  October.  What  are  a  few  lanky,  tartan- 
coloured  trout  to  her  if  they  afford  relief  for  the 
moment,  and  sport  to  her  guests  ? 

In  such  a  case  it  were  better,  however,  to  follow 
the  example  of  a  worthy  countess,  who  in  similar 
circumstances  extemporised  a  shooting  gallery, 
handed  out  a  gross  of  her  wine-glasses  for  targets, 
and  when  they  were  disposed  of  provided 
another.    Better  cut  crystal  than  gravid  trout ! 

The  success  of  the  season  has  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  weather  conditions  on  the  one  hand,  and  a 
plentiful  supply  of  fish  on  the  other.  The  spring 
and  summer  were  on  the  whole  very  suitable  for 
trout  fishing.  Certainly  there  was  not  an  over 
abundance  of  sunshine,  but  there  was  in  the  main 
an  abundant  supply  of  water. 

Probably  the  best  trouting  month,  July,  was 
during  the  past  season  the  poorest  one,  but  in 
angling  the  rule  of  contraries  often  prevails,  and, 
comparatively  speaking,  when  looking  for  the  best 
results  in  a  wet  July  the  opposite  has  been  the 
case.  In  a  droughty  J uly  no  one  expects  great 
things,  but  when  there  is  ample  moisture  to  keep 
up  the  main  streams  to  almost  spring  level  then 
it  is  that  the  expectant  angler  goes  forth  to  make 
his  record  basket  of  prime-conditioned  fish.  But? 
if  any  month  was  more  disappointing  than 
another  in  an  otherwise  extra  good  season  it 
was  the  past  July,  and  this  not  only  in 
regard  to  brown  trout  angling,  but  in  all  other 
branches  of  the  art.  The  weather  conditions  all 
through  were  very  changeable — everything  by 
turns,  but  nothing  long — and  so,  although  not  a 
beau-ideal  season,  yet  on  the  whole  it  was  excel- 
lently suited  for  a  good  aggregate  to  those  who 
were  on  the  water  daily.  Again  the  previous  five 
seasons  have  been  marked  by  long  spells  of 
drought,  and  by  only  fair  average  fishing  results, 
so  that  the  stock  of  brood  fish  has  been  gradually 
on  the  increase,  and,  as  it  were,  conserved  by  past 
droughty  seasons  for  the  present  wet  one ;  hence 
the  abundance  of  sport,  and  the  higher  percentage 
of  occasionally  heavy  fish  over  any  of  the  previous 
five  seasons.  This  on  the  rivers  at  least,  although 
the  lochs  do  not  share  in  this  general  result. 
They  are  not  so  much  affected  in  this  respect  by 
drought,  and  the  killing  of  big  fish  goes  on  in 
them  whether  the  season  be  wet  or  dry.  That  is, 
they  have  always  the  maximum  of  rods  working 
on  them  ;  whereas  in  a  droughty  season  the  rivers 
are  thus  mercifully  spared,  and  the  bigger  fish  (a 
few  of  them,  at  least)  left  for  the  "  rainy  day." 

G.  M. 


The  "  Anglo-Saxon  Guide  to  the  1900  Paris 
Exhibition  "  should  prove  an  excellent  souvenir 
to  those  fortunate  individuals  who  have  visited 
the  great  show,  and  a  "guide,  philosopher,  and 
friend  "  if  they  have  still  that  pleasure  to  come. 
To  the  vast  majority,  however,  whose  only 
chance  of  seeing  the  Exposition  is  through 
other  people's  eyes,  we  strongly  recommend  them 
to  get  this  well  -  illustrated  brochure  dealing 
with  the  subject.  Apart  from  the  100  odd 
pages  devoted  to  the  Exhibition,  there  are 
many  interesting  articles  describing  the  "  sights  " 
of  "  Queen  Paris  "  by  day  and  by  limelight.  A 
chapter,  entitled  "  By  Eoad  to  Paris,"  calls  for 
special  mention,  and  should  be  of  use  to  those  who 
at  any  time  intend  cycling  to  Paris,  as  it  is 
illustrated  by  numerous  photo-views  of  the  places 
to  be  seen  en  route.  Messrs.  Boots  and  Son, 
Ltd.,  24,  Old  Bailey,  are  the  publishers  of  this 
admirable  shillingsworth,  which  contains  upwards 
of  100  illustrations  and  10  maps. 
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THE  OAR  FISH,   OR    COUSIN  OF 
THE  SEA  SERPENT. 


We  have  to  thank  one  of  our  subscribers,  Mr. 
G.  R.  Cook,  for  the  photograph  of  a  cousin  of  the 
sea  serpent,  and  some  account  of  this  strange  fish 
from  the  Manawatu  Herald. 

"  120,  Castelnau,  Barnes. 
Sept.  6,  1900. 
"  Dear  Sir,— By  this  post  I  forward  photo  of 
the  oar  fish,  which  was  washed  up  on  the  sea 
beach  near  Foxton,  New  Zealand,  some  few  weeks 
ago,  and  photographed  by  Miss  Mabel  Banner,  a 
friend  of  mine.  From  the  description  given  in 
the  Manawatu  Herald  herewith  it  may  possibly 
have  originated  the  accounts  of  the  sea  serpent. 

"  Hoping  it  may  be  of  interest  to  your  numerous 
subscribers, — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

"G.  R.  Cook 
"  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.       (late  F.  F.  Club)." 

The  Strange  Fish. 
"  The  strange  fish  that  was  washed  on  to  our 
shores  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  has  been  identified 
by  the  museum  authorities  as  the  Begaleous 
banksii,  and  though  no  account  is  known  of  such  a 
fish  having  been  seen  in  this  country  the  museum 
has  two  of  the  'oars'  of  a  similar  fish  in  its 
collection.   Mr.  Anreason,  who  has  been  showing 


Twice  the  fish  escaped  its  pursuers,  but  a  third 
attempt  enabled  them  to  capture  it,  two  men 
putting  their  arms  round  the  fish,  and  lifting  it 
into  the  boat.  This  specimen  was  12ift.  long. 
The  Reyalecus  hanhnii  has  received  from  the 
English  the  name  of  oar  fish,  and  has  also  been 
mingled  with  the  traditions  of  the  sea  serpent, 
and  been  described  as  such." 

"  From  the  engraving  the  fish  has  irregular  dark 
strokes  across  its  body.  The  two  oars  are  under 
the  body  close  to  the  head,  and  the  head  is 
furnished  with  about  twelve  plumes,  representing 
a  cockatoo's  comb." 


ANGLING  AT  SELHAM. 


The  station  is  within  three  minutes'  walk  of 
the  "  Three  Moles  Inn,"  and  not  more  than  ten 
of  the  river,  which  flows  through  a  most  pleasant 
and  picturesque  country,  and  joins  the  Arun  near 
old  Stopham  Bridge  above  Pulborough.  The 
river  below  the  lock  and  mill  is  extremely  weedy ; 
in  fact  so  weedy  that  an  angler  who  has  fished  the 
river  for  thirty  years  has  taken  the  trouble  to 
prepare  a  special  swim ;  and  it  is  not  an  easy 
matter  for  a  stranger  to  find  suitable  swims,  or, 
in  other  words,  swims  where  there  is  a  chance  of 
catching  fish.  There  is  a  good  swim  down-stream 
at  the  end  of  the  first  field  after  passing  over  the 


Oar  Fish  washed  ashore  near  Foxton,  New  Zealand. 


the  fish  in  Wellington,  has  found  some  persons  so 
interested  in  it  as  to  commit  the  theft  of  a  portion 
of  the  '  oars '  of  his  specimen.  It  may  also  be 
mentioned  that  the  '  crest,' a  marked  peculiarity 
of  the  species,  was  also  missing  when  brought  up 
from  the  beach. 

"  By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Gore,  the  curator  of 
the  museum,  we  have  been  permitted  to  take  the 
following  extract  from  '  Kingsley's  Standard 
Natural  History,'  in  which  a  capital  out  of  the 
fish  is  shown  : 

Begalecus  banhsii. 

"In  these  ventrals  are  represented  by  single 
styliform  rays,  more  or  less  dilated  and  oar-like 
at  their  extremities,  and  distinct  ribs  are 
developed.  The  species  appear  to  inhabit  rather 
deep  water,  and  some  of  them  grow  to  a  very 
large  size,  or  at  least  attain  a  great  length.  The 
species  of  which  most  specimens  have  been  seen 
or  cast  ashore  along  the  coasts  of  the  Scan- 
dinavian Peninsula  and  Great  Britain  occasionally 
reaches  the  length  of  at  least  22ft.  But  little  is 
known  of  its  habits.  One  was  observed  alive,  but 
in  a  dying  condition,  about  six  miles  from  land, 
lying  on  its  side.  When  approached  by  a  boat 
the  fish  '  righted '  itself,  and  came  with  a  gentle, 
lateral,  undulating  motion  towards  them,  showing 
its  crest  and  a  small  portion  of  the  head  above 
water.  When  it  came  alongside  a  man  struck  it 
with  a  hooked  stick,  and  it  made  ofB  with  a 
vigorous  and  vertical  undulating  motion,  and  dis- 
appeared as  quick  as  lightning  under  the  surface. 


bridge  of  a  rill  or  inlet  running  into  the  river 
through  a  clum  p  of  trees  a  short  distance  below 
the  bridge  crossing  the  river  on  the  main  road, 
but  there  is  nothing  to  guide  a  stranger  to 
where  the  fish  are,  for  one  seldom  sees  a  shoal  of 
roach  and  dace  the  same  as  one  does  in  the  Rib 
and  Colne,  for  instance,  and  many,  no  doubt,  hide 
under  weeds,  or  shelter  under  the  overhanging 
bushes  and  trees. 

Here  below  the  lock  "The  glad  little  brook 
sparkles  along  singing  in  joyous  measure,"  as  the 
poet  says,  but  in  the  fields  above  the  backwater 
where  it  joins  the  main  stream,  and  where  it 
opens  out  into  a  small  broad,  swims  could  be 
found  5ft.  or  6ft.  in  depth,  and  even  more,  where 
the  float  stood  almost  still,  most  roachy-looking 
spots,  and  no  doubt  contained  fish,  but  bite  they 
would  not,  and  the  angler  who  had  fished  the 
river  for  thirty  years  told  me  (1)  that  he  had 
fished  for  a  whole  week,  and  never  caught  a  fish ; 
(2)  dace  seldom  bit  until  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  just  as  anglers  were  preparing  to  return 
to  town  ;  and  (3)  on  August  Bank  Holiday  week, 
the  water  being  a  little  discoloured,  he  caught 
401b.  of  dace.  In  spite  of  his  diction  that  dace  will 
not  bite  before  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I 
caught  two,  at  all  events,  that  weighed  about  6oz. 
each,  whilst  he  sat  on  the  bank,  looking  on  ;  and 
from  the  steady,  deliberate,  cautious  manner  in 
which  they  took  the  float  under,  I  thought  they 
were  roach,  I  may  just  mention  in  passing,  that 
a  Lea  roach-pole  would  have  been  utterly  useless 
in  this  and  other  swims  I  tried,  as  the  float  was 


some  yyds.  from  the  bank.  These  were  the  only 
dace  I  saw  taken. 

Mr.  H.  Gotler  had  three  handsome  perch  and 
two  roach ;  and  two  other  anglers  had  two  jack, 
weighing  about  2ilb.  each,  taken  in  the  pool  by 
the  mill;  whilst  the  thirty-year  angler  and 
another  gentleman  had  not  succeeded  in  taking  a 
fish  t/p  to  five  o'clock,  but  the  former  angler  told 
me  that  he  was  going  to  begin  business  at  that 
time.  It  is  without  doubt  a  difficult  river  to  fish 
successfully,  and  when  one  is  told  that  "it  is  no 
diflScult  matter  to  fill  one's  creel  with  gudgeon  in 
a  short  space  of  time,"  don't  you  believe  it. 

One  morning,  out  very  early,  when  everything 
was  as  still  as  death,  and  not  a  soul  could  be  seen,  I 
saw  a  kingfisher,  moorhen,  three  wild  ducks,  heron, 
and  a  hovering  hawk,  from  where  I  sat  fishing ; 
and  water  voles  were  very  much  in  evidence, 
scampering  up  and  down,  and  squealing  and 
capering  on  the  ledge  of  the  opposite  Imnk.  The 
chief  fish  are  roach,  dace,  perch,  pike,  gudgeon, 
and  eels,  and,  unless  I  am  mistaken,  I  heard  chub 
taking  flies  from  the  surface  under  some  willows 
in  a  pretty  pool  of  considerable  depth  not  far 
from  the  mill. 

I  caught  several  nice  eels  in  this  pool,  but  I  could 
not  get  a  bait  near  the  chub .  The  river  undoubtedly 
contains  some  fine  carp  and  trout  of  good  size, 
for  I  have  known  anglers  smashed  up  with  the 
former  fish,  and  I  have  seen  specimens  of  the 
latter  taken,  and  very  handsome  fish  they  were. 
Although  dace  are  partial  to  gentles  and  the 
cockspur  worm,  they  will  take  paste,  and  one 
weighing  lloz.  I  once  caught  with  the  worm  gave 
splendid  sport  on  the  fine  tackle.  Roach  grow  to 
a  large  size,  and  when  caught  on  a  tight  line  give 
really  good  sport:  and  although  some  anglers 
stick  to  paste,'  and  do  good  execution  with  it, 
they  require  a  deal  of  circumventing  in  the 
usually  clear,  bright  water,  for  this  river,  unlike 
many  others,  soon  clears  after  a  flood,  and  is  fish- 
able  when  others  are  as  thick  as  the  Thames,  for 
instance.  Dace  may  also  be  caught  with  the 
artificial  fly,  and  from  the  numerous  trees,  hedges, 
and  bushes,  &c.,  one  in  places  comes  across,  I 
should  think  fishing  with  the  blow-line  would 
prove  successful  in  the  pools  near  them. 

From  the  manner  in  which  anglers  have  been 
smashed  up  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
carp  have  been  the  cause  of  these  mishaps,  for 
nine  times  out  of  ten  anglers  fishing  for  roach 
in  the  orthodox  Lea  style  are  quite  unpre- 
pared to  cope  with  these  strong,  sturdy,  and 
sport-giving  fish,  for  roach,  such  as  are  usually 
caught  in  the  Western  Rother  in  this  locality, 
would  scarcely  succeed  in  breaking  the  top  joint 
of  a  roach-pole  manipulated  by  an  expert,  for 
even  very  large  roach  are  amenable  to  reason  if 
they  are  not  allowed  to  get  the  upper  hand  from 
the  commencement ;  in  other  words,  if  they  are 
not  permitted  to  pull  the  rod  top  into  the  water 
and  allowed  its  fuU  spring  and  play,  but  if 
through  inattention  or  funk  such  a  liberty  is 
allowed,  they  are  most  difficult  to  turn,  and  will 
probably  break  the  tackle,  but  never  the  top 
joint. 

As  dace  are  taken  with  paste  as  well  as  roach, 
it  is  always  wise  to  take  both  worms  and  gentles 
also,  and  if  the  fish  will  not  bite  at  one,  try  the 
others.    Stewed  wheat  is  also  good. 

The  fact  is,  there  are  occasions  when  roach  ai-e 
so  fastidious  in  their  feeding  that  I  think  it  is 
f oUy  to  rely  solely  on  one  bait,  especially  in  a  river 
of  this  description,  for  I  have  known  them  bite 
at  one  bait  (say  paste)  in  one  swim  when  they 
would  not  look  at  the  same  bait  in  another, 
and  the  angler  may  be,  and  probably  is, 
ignorant  of  the  cause,  but  the  fact  remains. 
I  do  not  know  why,  but  I  have  known  this  occur 
in  the  Lea  and  Bedford  Ouse,  and  with 
respect  to  both  stewed  wheat  and  malt  in 
another  well-known  river.  The  water  is  usually 
so  clear,  and  the  river  comparatively  narrow, 
the  greatest  quiet  should  be  observed,  the  angler 
keeping  as  far  back  as  possible,  and  choosing 
swims  fairly  deep  and  sheltered,  where  there  is  a 
chance  to  get  a  tew  fish  together,  for  they  must, 
to  a  certain  extent,  be  stalked,  so  to  speak,  more 
especially  roach  and  dace.  Standing  up  full  in 
the  sight  of  the  fish  is  so  much  waste  of  time. 

After  crossing  the  bridge  below  the  picturesque 
mill  and  fine  old  pool,  the  free  water  extends  both 
on  the  left  and  the  right  of  the  tow-path  side  of 
the  river  ;  that  on  the  right  as  fai-  as  Lady  Mead 
Lock,  and  that  on  the  left  to  Ambersham  Bridge. 
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If  the  water  be  not  too  low,  several  excellent 
swims  for  roach  may  be  found  two  or  three 
fields  upstream  at  the  curves  or  bends  of  the 
river  above  the  backwater,  but  I  have  seen 
this  stretch  so  extremely  low  and  streamless 
that    one's    only  chance  was  to  fish  in  the 
pondy  pools  to  be  found  here  and  there,  either 
with  a  light  3|in.  Lea  legering  float  and  a  small 
barleycorn  weight,  or  a  light   goosequill  float 
anchored  well  out  with  two  or  three  shots, 
using    two    hooks,    one    just    off,    and  one 
on     the     ground,    sitting     extremely  quiet, 
throwing  a  little  ground -bait  near  the  float, 
baiting  the  lowest  hook  with  a  couple  of  cock- 
spurs,  and  the  uppermost  one  with  a  small  bunch 
of  gentles.    The  length  of  this  tackle  should  be 
about  4in.,  very  fine,  and  the  loop  should  be 
fastened  close  to  and  rest  on  the  lowest  shot, 
which  should  be  fixed  on  the  main  gut  length,  so 
as  to  hang  about  Sin.  off  the  ground.    If  the 
length  of  the  gut  on  the  uppermost  hook  is  lOin. 
or  12in.,  as  I  have  repeatedly  seen  it,  it  only  gets 
tangled  and  twisted  up  with  the  main  gut  length, 
and  in  such  circumstances  had  better  not  be  used. 
If  the  river  be  at  its  ordinary  level  and  flowing 
merrily  along  below  the  mill,  a  certain  section  of 
fishermen  who  come  down  the  night  before,  and 
•  stay  at  the  Three  Moles,  nearly  always  make  for 
the  swims  to  be  found  below  the  bridge  near  the 
mill,  where  both  dace  and  roach  are  frequently 
taken  with  both  paste  and  gentles  with  the  roach- 
pole,  but  to  those  who  do  not  practise  this  style  of 
angling,  swims  may  be  found  that  will  admirably 
suit  a  light  12ft.  12oz.  or  13oz.  three-joint  roach 
rod,  more  especially  in  the  pondy  pools  at  very 
low  water,  this  being  caused  by  the  locks  being 
regulated  to  suit  the  mills.     A  landing  net  is 
a  necessary  adjunct,  as  some  of  the  swims  are 
fringed  with  rushes  and  other  aquatic  vegetation. 
If  the  angler  is  going  to  stay  at  the  Three  Moles, 
by  all  means  let  him  choose  a  likely  swim, 
throw  in  a  little  ground-bait,  and  begin  operations 
early  next  morning;   and  it  would  be  wise  to 
write  to  F.  Tier,  landlord  of  the  Three  Moles,  two 
or  three  days  beforehand  to  prevent  disappoint- 
ment.   Capital  accommodation  can  be  obtained 
at  this  inn,  the  charges  are  very  reasonable,  and 
there  is  a  train  on  Sundays  from  Pulborough  to 
Selham  at  9.27  (the  only  one),  returning  at  5.27 
without  changing  at  Pulborough,  but  for  certain 
changing  at  Three  Bridges.  A. 


ON  SIX  RIVERS. 


In  the  course  of  seven  or  eight  days'  fishing 
towards  the  end  of  August  I  had  some  varied 
experience,  and  landed  a  variety  of  fish,  most  of 
them,  as  it  happens,  by  my  favourite  method,  the 
fly,  though  bottom  fishing  was  fairly  tried. 

As  the  first  three  or  four  days  were  on  strictly 
preserved  waters  I  will  pass  over  them,  merely 
saying  that  the  ten  brace  of  trout  then  taken 
were  not  secured  without  the  necessity  for  much 
patience  and  care,  although  the  water  was  so 
strictly  guarded.  The  dry  fly  did  all  the  work, 
though  the  wet  was  tried  on  one  occasion  for 
hours.  The  fact  is  that  wet  fly  is  aU  very  well  in 
the  stickles  in  May,  even  in  southern  streams, 
but  that  towards  autumn  no  self-respecting  trout 
will  look  at  it.  I  may  mention  that  the  dace 
sometimes  took  the  wet  fly  in  the  New  River,  but 
not  often. 

Leaving,  then,  the  Darenth,  the  Upper  Lea  and 
its  tributaries,  and  the  New  River,  let  us  enlarge  a 
little  on  the  sport  to  be  had  on  the  Cam  and  the 
Lark.  The  former  river  close  to  the  colleges  is 
not,  of  course,  an  ideal  place  for  fly  fishing. 
Nevertheless,  dace — and  good  ones — are  to  be  had 
there,  and  I  spared  a  short  time  from  the  study 
of  Cambridge  antiquities  to  whip  the  sluggish 
stream,  and  was  rewarded  by  hooking  several 
good  dace.  Apparently  the  fishing  is  quite  free, 
but  no  one  else  was  fly  fishing.  Towards  evening 
I  arrived  at  my  destination,  Mildenhall,  Suffolk. 

I  had  little  trouble  in  finding  the  old  angler  to 
whom  I  had  been  recommended  (Mr.  W.  Howes, 
late  of  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  now  occupy- 
ing the  White  House),  and  who,  being  full  up 
with  visitors,  found  me  a  lodging  at  Mrs.  Smith's, 
Vine  Cottage,  Barton  Mills,  which,  I  may  say  at 
once,  was  very  comfortable. 

An  hour  or  two  on  the  Lark,  which  runs  within 
a  few  yards,  produced  some  nice  dace,  but  not 
many,  to  my  fly ;  and  also  a  most  favourable 


impression  on  my  mind,  for  the  stream  is  almost 
an  ideal  one  for  dace  fishing,  and  seems  full  of 
fail-  dace,  though  I  seldom  found  them  feeding. 
Numbers  of  good  roach  up  to  lUh.  were  also 
visible,  and  will,  I  hear,  be  well  on  the  feed  later 
in  the  autumn.  I  saw  one  taken  of  about  IJlb., 
but  this  was  rather  an  exception,  most  of  the 
feeding  fist  being  apparently  about  ilb.  My 
efforts  in  this  line  were  not  rewarded  with  the 
success  I  thought  they  deserved,  so  I  decided  to 
stick  to  fly  if  dace  would  only  rise,  for  plenty 
were  always  to  be  seen. 

Next  day  we  drove  to  Icklingham,  and  I  started 
at  the  dace  at  once,  getting  some  small  ones  by 
dint  of  much  hard  work  among  tall  rushes, 
thistles,  docks,  &c. 

Before  going  further  I  may  as  well  describe  the 
river  and  its  banks.  It  runs  smoothly,  but  some- 
times rapidly,  between  gravelly,  stony,  or  occa- 
sionally muddy  banks,  raised,  at  some  parts 
artificially,  above  the  surrounding  fields,  as  so 
many  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  rivers  are;  but  it 
differs  much  from  most  of  them  by  reason  of 
its  shallowness  and  clearness,  in  which,  indeed,  it 
more  resembles  the  Welland.  It  is  like  this  river 
also  in  size,  being  just  a  nice  easy  cast  across  in 
most  places,  perhaps  from  10yds.  to  20yd8. 

While  I  was  there  it  was  being  run  off  more 
than  usual,  I  think,  much  of  the  river  bed  being 
exposed  in  places,  so  it  is  probably  somewhat 
deeper  and  slower  in  the  usual  way.  Still,  except 
at  the  locks,  or  rather,  "  staunches,"  it  cannot  be 
deep.  It  is  at  these  places  that  most  of  the  bottom 
fishing  is  done,  for  here  you  can  find  deep  water 
close  to  your  feet.  The  big  roach  are  clearly 
visible,  though  nearly  on  the  bottom,  so  fine 
tackle  is  required,  and  I  think  single  hair  would 
pay,  for  there  are,  I  believe,  no  bream,  and  very 
few  chub. 

Touching  this  last  fish,  I  had  an  unexpected 
adventure.  I  was  approaching  cautiously  a 
staunch-hole  near  Icklingham,  and  watching  some 
big  dace  on  the  surface,  while  I  prepared  to  cast 
my  flies  to  them,  when  I  noticed  an  imposing, 
portly,  and  aldermanic  form  coming  slowly  up 
behind  them.  Now,  there  are  a  few  big  trout 
here — but  no,  this  was  not  a  trout,  though 
evidently  on  the  look  out  for  flies.  "  Only  a 
loggerhead,  or  skelly ! "  ejaculates  a  scornful 
Scot. 

But  I  was  not  scornful,  and  respectfully  with- 
drew to  take  off  those  little  flies,  and  put  on  a 
Zulu  on  an  eyed  hook,  retaining,  however,  the  fine 
cast,  which  had  been  well  tried.  All  this  while  I 
had  been  behind  the  staunch  post  nearly  out  of 
sight,  but  that  chub  had  his  head  towards  me, 
and  much  caution  was  required,  for  the 
"  chavender  "  certainly  is  a  "  feai-f ul "  fish. 

Peering  round  the  post  once  more  when  ready 
I  found  he  was  not  in  sight,  but  for  a  quiet  wait  I 
was  rewarded  by  seeing  his  bulky  form  again, 
dwarfing  the  big  dace  into  minnows. 

A  little  flick,  and  the  Zulu  alighted  softly 
almost  on  his  nose.  He  sucked  it  quietly  in,  and 
I  let  him  turn  slightly  before  striking.  This  had 
to  be  done  with  oautious  firmness,  and  I  hit  the 
happy  medium,  for  a  wonder,  and  then  the  fun 
began. 

Instead  of  rushing  off  in  a  violent  hurry  for 
20  yards  as  a  lib.  chub  will  do  he  shook  himself 
angrily  as  if  annoyed  at  anyone  presuming  to 
interfere  with  him,  and  tried  to  resume  his 
progress.  Finding  himself  checked  and  hampered, 
and  not  till  then,  he  gave  a  flounce,  and,  turning 
round,  rushed  for  the  weeds.  Fortunately  I  was 
well  above  him,  and  therefore  able,  even  with 
the  Oft.  split  cane,  to  turn  him  in  time.  But 
he  was  a  game  fish,  and  made  rush  after  rush, 
nearly  reaching  the  strong  weeds  more  than 
once,  and  going  right  through  the  weak  ones 
close  by. 

All  this  while  I  had  been  calling  to  my  com- 
panion for  the  net,  and  he  came  up  in  plenty  of 
time,  and,  lying  prone  on  his  stomach,  ultimately 
succeeded,  after  various  tries,  in  getting  the  fish 
into  my  little  net  (only  intended  for  dace  and 
middling  trout),  and  I  think  much  credit  is  due 
to  him  for  his  skill  in  so  doing,  especially  as  my 
directions  were,  I  fear,  somewhat  wild. 

After  the  landing  of  this  fish  (which  proved 
later  on  to  be  within  an  ounce  of  4lb.)  dace  fish- 
ing might  be  thought  rather  small  potatoes ;  but 
I  resumed  it  quite  contentedly,  and  struggled  for 
miles  through  masses  of  vegetation,  consisting 
largely  of  nettles  and  seeding-docks,  to  get  an 


occasional  cast  at  a  shoal  of  dace.  Gfenerally 
these  fish  were  very  provoking,  mostly  rising 
short,  but  now  and  then  for  a  few  minutes  they 
came  on  and  then  the  sport  was  most  enjoyable. 
Every  time  a  fly  floated  dry  over  a  good  dace  he 
took  it  fairly,  and  made  a  capital  fight  before 
giving  in.  Sometimes  I  would  get  three  or  four 
fish  from  a  shoal,  but  the  very  biggest  always 
seemed  to  escape,  my  heaviest  being  only  6oz.  or 
7oz.  apiece. 

The  most  useful  fly  of  all  was  a  little  Black- 
Gnat,  which,  being  on  an  eyed  hook,  survived  my 
awkward  flicking  for  hours,  and  is  still  intact. 
Of  other  flies  a  little  Coch-y-Bondhu  scored  best, 
but  Wickhams  were  useful  while  they  lasted.  Two 
flies  are  enough  on  the  cast,  for  the  vegetation 
often  makes  casting  difficult.  Perhaps  a  single 
fly  might  give  better  results  on  bad  rising  days, 
but  I  hooked  two  fish  at  a  time  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  can  imagine  that  on  a  free  rising 
day  one  might  secure  a  number  of  double  events. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish,  anyhow,  for  one  to  cover 
three  or  four  at  once  with  as  many  flies.  Later 
on  in  the  evening,  whilst  I  was  hauling  out  dace, 
a  rather  curious  incident  was  happening  close  by 
in  the  lock  hole ;  for  a  lad  who  was  roach  fishing 
had  his  victim  taken  by  a  pike,  and  by  dint 
of  patient  waiting  and  careful  management 
ultimately  secured  the  voracious  creature — a  fine 
fish  of  nearly  2ft.  long.  I  ittle  jack  are,  of  course, 
often  taken  in  this  way ;  but  to  get  a  good  fish  so 
is  not  so  common. 

After  this  we  packed  up  to  tramp  back,  and  a 
trying  walk  it  was,  especially  with  all  those  dace 
and  the  chub  to  carry.  I  really  felt  temped  to 
leave  the  loggerhead  on  the  road,  but  I  knew  he 
would  be  admired  by  my  hostess's  boys,  at  least ; 
and  indeed  he  was.  It  seems  he  was  a  well-known 
character,  for  the  innkeeper  near  who  weighed  him 
said  he  remembered  him  well  as  the  biggest  in 
that  staunch.  Still,  there  are  others  there,  and  at 
one  or  two  other  points,  I  hear,  though  chub  are 
not  common  in  the  Lark. 

Next  morning  I  was  up  with  the  other  sort  of 
lark,  and  off  for  London ;  but  I  had  a  look  at  the 
river  close  to  Mildenhall  Station,  and  saw  a  simply 
splendid  show  of  dace  {ilb._  to  fib.)  waiting  on  the 
top  of  the  water  for  the  flies,  which  I  had  not 
then  ready  to  throw  to  them. 

J.  Paul  Taylob. 


FISHING  UNDER  DIPEICULTIBS. 


This  last  Bank  Holiday  was  pre-eminently  the 
day  to  drive  one  to  put  quantities  of  spirits  down 
to  keep  the  spirits  up,  for  never  before  have  I 
been  out  by  the  riverside  in  such  thoroughly 
wicked  weather  as  that  which  prevailed  through- 
out the  sixth  day  of  the  month  of  August. 

There  were  no  merry  parties  going  by  rail, 
filling  to  overflowing  the  scanty  accommodation 
provided  by  railway  companies  which  pride  them- 
selves on  the  art  of  catering  for  trippers.  When 
ordinary  mortals  were  breakfasting  the  outlook 
was  enough  to  take  all  the  steam  and  go  out  of 
one,  and  to  considerably  damp  one's  enthusiasm. 
Many  a  gay  pleasure  party  which  ventured  forth, 
armed  with  waterproofs  and  other  impedimenta 
to  ward  off  the  rain,  had  all  the  rejoicings  which 
they  had  anticipated  changed  for  disappointment 
of  the  keenest  sort.  In  the  middle  of  the  English 
summer  one  had  looked  forward  to  bright  sun- 
shine, but  instead  of  this  the  rain  feU  in  con- 
tinuous drops  nearly  the  livelong  day.  Outdoor 
amusements  were  absolutely  "off,"  festive 
tempei-s  were  sadly  marred ;  in  short,  for  such  an 
incomparably  miserable  and  disheartening  holiday 
one  would  have  to  go  back  some  years  to  find  a 
parallel. 

But  some  anglers,  nevertheless,  visited  their 
favourite  quarters.  I  was  amongst  the  number. 
The  train  I  travelled  in  contained  a  goodly 
number  of  ardent  fishermen,  clothed,  many  of 
them,  in  rubber  boots,  and  enveloped  in  oilies. 
These  were  the  thoughtful  ones.  There  were 
foolish  virgins  amongst  the  parties,  however,  who 
trusted  to  the  chance  of  Sol  making  his  appear- 
ance after  all  the  unsatisfactory  forecasts  which 
had  been  made  by  those  who  are  supposed  to  know 
something  about  the  weather.  But  there  was 
little  of  that  hilarity  which  is  inseparable  from 
assemblies  of  followers  of  Old  Izaak.  The  whole 
conversation  seemed  to  be  based  upon  the  oft- 
repeated  query,  "  Is  it  going  to  be  fine  ?  "   It  was 
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passably  dry  until  close  upon  eleven  o'clock. 
Then  a  faint  drizzle  opened  tlie  ball— a  sort  of 
hors  d'ceuvre  to  whet  one's  appetite  for  the  dreary, 
depressing,  drenching  downpour  which  was  to 
follow.  I  confess  that  I  had  half  a  mind  to 
throw  up  the  sponge  and  forego  my  outing, 
return  home,  and  wait  for  a  more  favourable 
opportunity  to  present  itself ;  but  having  put  my 
hand  to  the  plough  I  decided  to  not  turn  back, 
but  to  go  through  with  the  whole  programme  I 
had  mapped  out.  This  programme  was  a  day 
with  the  roach,  and  until  the  Scotch  mist— which 
blossomed  into  a  storm  and  gale  later  on— fell  an 
excellent  lot  of  fish  were  creeled  with  wasp  grub. 
A  bream  of  over  31b.  8oz.  was  also  foolish  enough 
to  annex  a  lively  marsh  worm  I  had  put  out  to 

tempt  a  specimen,  then  .   Well,  the  rest  of 

the  long  day  was  for  the  great  part  spent  under 
the  shelter  of  a  big  willow. 

"  Macs."  are  all  very  well  in  a  moderate  amount 
of  rain,  but  after  sitting  on  a  box  or  seat  for  an 
hour  the  water  has  an  unhappy  knack  of  trickling 
off  the  hat  down  the  neck,  running  into  the  boots ; 
the  moisture  from  the  rod  finds  its  way  up  the 
arm;  and  even  if  the  fish  are  feeding  all  one 
catches  plying  the  art  in  persistent  wet  is 
thoroughly  deserved. 

A  brother  piscator,  who,  like  myself,  had 
braved  the  elements,  kept  me  company  under  a 
friendly  willow;  but  the  drippings  from  the 
leaves  invaded  the  luncheon  basket;  how  many 
cigars  were  chawed  up  in  vain  attempts  to  get  a 
comfortable  smoke  out  of  them  I  cannot  remember. 
The  liquid  in  the  bottle  was  safe,  which  was  some 
comfort,  at  any  rate ;  and  by  requisitioning  one's 
old  friend  and  Companion,  the  pipe,  and  summing 
up  the  whole  stock  of  patience  we  possessed,  we 
managed  to  kill  the  weary  hours  we  waited  for  the 
storm  to  abate.  At  about  four  o'clock  it  really 
seemed  as  though  our  pluck  was  to  be  rewarded, 
and  that  a  fine  evening  would  be  vouchsafed  us,  for 
the  sun  actually  made  its  appearance ;  but  it  as 
quickly  disappeared,  and  the  rain,  as  if  jealous  of 
Sol's  interference  with  its  visitation,  literally  came 
down  in  sheets.  Then  it  moderated,  and  as  this 
extra  effort  was  its  final  spurt,  it  shortly  after- 
wards stopped  entirely.  But  almost  as  soon  as 
Jupiter  Pluvius  stayed  his  hand,  Aeolus  asserted 
himself,  and  took  up  the  running  with  a  ven- 
geance. 

It  was  certainly  possible  to  fish  for  an  hour 
with  a  heavy  float.  The  water  rose  quickly,  and 
there  was  colour  in  it.  The  roach  came  madly  on 
the  feed,  and  over  two  dozen  fell  to  my  rod  in  a 
short  time.  The  fish  were  so  eager  for  the  grubs 
presented  to  them  that  the  bait  was  seized  before 
it  reached  the  bottom.  If  the  wind  had  only 
dropped  the  catch  would  have  been  a  record  one ; 
but  it  did  just  the  opposite— it  blew  harder  and 
harder  every  minute.  At  first  it  was  difficult  to 
keep  the  rod  over  the  water,  the  line  on  the  water, 
and  the  float  in  the  water.  Then  leaves  began  to  be 
blown  from  off  the  trees.  Occasionally  a  huge 
branch  came  sailing  down  the  stream.  The  placid 
surface  of  the  river  became  a  small  sea;  and 
although  a  float  could  live  in  it,  it  defied  anyone 
to  tell  a  bite  when  one  was  obtained.  A  heavy 
squall  brought  down  a  splendid  willow  with  a 
crash  right  across  the  river,  and  fishing  for 
roach  was  an  utter  farce.  The  float  bobbed 
about  and  performed  such  extraordinary  antics, 
that  no  sensible  fish  would  look  at  the  bait. 
Tight  corking  and  ledgering  were  out  of  the 
question,  too.  "We— my  companion  and  myself— 
stood  it  as  long  as  we  could,  longer  than  it  was 
safe  to  do  so.  Instead  of  getting  better  the  gale 
increased  in  violence.  The  gusts  got  fiercer  and 
fiercer,  and  we  finally,  and  not  with  reluctance, 
gave  up  the  game,  and  declared  ourselves  second 
best  in  the  unequal  conflict.  By  this  time  the 
river  was  in  a  perfect  boil,  and  littered  with 
leaves  and  broken  branches  of  trees.  Tet,  withal, 
my  catch  was  not  to  be  despised.  Some  four 
dozen  good  roach,  besides  the  bream  afore- 
mentioned, had  afforded  sport,  and  been  in  great 
part  returned  to  the  water.  I  only  wondered 
what  the  total  would  have  been  had  the  evening 
turned  out  calm  instead  of  our  experiencing  the 
hurricane  which  supervened  upon  the  rain, 
lellow  anglers  who  had  been  fishing  open 
stretches,  and  who  returned  by  the  same  train  as 
I  travelled  by,  fared  terribly  badly.  "Without 
hardly  any  shelter  obtainable  from  either  wind  or 
wet  they  encountered  the  full  force  of  the  storm. 
Many  got  wet  through  to  the  skin,  while  the  more 


thoughtful  ones  relinquished  sport  in  disgust, 
made  for  the  nearest  hotel,  and  fought  past 
battles  over  again  to  while  away  the  time.  And 
yet  they  were  not  disheartened.  Cheerfully  they 
spoke  of  their  next  outings.  The  heavy  rain,  they 
urged,  would  do  a  power  of  good.  The  water 
would  be  freshened  up,  it  would  lose  its  gin-like 
clearness,  and  the  colour  imparted  to  it  would 
have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  appetites  of  the 
finny  inhabitants  of  the  streams.  "  In  a  day  or  two 
the  water  will  be  in  fine  trim,"  said  one,  full  of 
ardour  and  enthusiasm,  "  and  then  I  hope  to  get 
amongst  'em."  May  his  anticipations  be  realised 
to  the  full  as  a  recompense  for  the  never  to  be 
forgotten  disappointment  of  the  August  Bank 
Holiday  of  1900.  The  Chiel. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


— Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Add 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

30  min,  for  Chelsea.  /'65  mln.  for  Kew. 

40  „     „   Putney.  AdrtJ^^   "     »  Biohmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  '^"''180  „  „  Twickenham. 
.50   „     „  Barnes.  (,85   „     „  Teddington. 

ExAMPLB  :— If  it  ia  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
M  D  ^  water  at  Teddington  at  3.26,  or  85  minutes  later. 
N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
ana  ona  down-stream  retards  it. 

TlHB  OF  Hl8H  WATBB  AT  LONDON  BMD8B. 

Saturday,    Sept.  15   ^T^;  ^J-^^fg 

Sunday,         „  16    g  42  712 

Monday,         „  17    7,47   8.26 

Tuesday         „  18    9.  9    9  55 

Wednesday,    „  19    10,36    n  14 

Thursday,      „  20    11 48 

Friday,     ,,  21  0.16  i."!!!'.!!;;'.;!!;;;'.;!  0.39 

Hl9H  WATHB  AT  AHBBBLBT  AND  PULBOBOUSH. 

  6  56 

  7.52 


Saturday,    Sept.    15   ^°63^''' 

Sunday, 
Monday, 


16 


17 


7.22 


  8  27    9.  5 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Eton).— The  river  is  very  bright  and  not 
much  stream,  and  in  consequence  sport  is  very  slow. 
James  Bunce,  with  two  patrons,  on  the  9th,  creeled  some 
Rood  roach,  several  going  over  lib.  I  weighed  a  good 
Thames  eel  on  Friday  last,  taken  not  far  from  Windsor 
"Weir,  weighing  4ilb.  and  measuring  3ft.  5in.— Cecil 

HOWLETT. 

(Henley).— Sept.  13.— The  water  here  is  still 
very  low  and  clear,  with  little  stream.  Poor  sport  is  being 
had.  The  early  morning,  or  the  last  hour,  is  the  best 
time  to  fish  just  now.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paira,  fishing  at 
Shiplake  with  G.  Smith  on  the  3rd  inat.,  took  thirty- 
three  good  roach,  four  going  over  a  lb.  (the  best  fith 
weighing  21b.  loz.).  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  took  thirty-six 
good  roach  during  the  last  hour  of  fishing  on  the  4th  inst., 
three  of  the  fish  going  over  a  lb.  Gudgeon  feed  freely, 
and  a  few  barbel  have  been  caught,  but  no  21-pounders 
here. — Stanley  Mead. 

(Lechlade,  Ciicklade,  &c,).— A  large  number 
of  anglers  of  all  descriptions  have  been  on  the  river  up 
here,  the  river  bank  in  places  being  lined  with  anglers 
after  perch,  roach,  chub,  dace,  and  pike.  Some  splendid 
chub  have  been  killed  daring  September  with  gentles, 
wasp  grub,  cheese  paste,  and  macironi,  and  not  a  few 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  artificial  fly,  large  brown  gold- 
ribbed  Alder  and  Red  Soldier  Palmer  proving  far  away  the 
best  flies.  Mr.  John  Jeffreys  got  a  fine  three-ponnder  in 
the  St.  John's  weir  pool,  which  fine  fish  he  generously 
turned  into  Mr.  Bourger's  preserve  close  to  the  "  Trout." 
It  is  quite  a  sight  to  see  this  preserve  when  the  fish  are 
fed,  which  is  often  done  several  times  a  day.  The  big 
chub  are  here  simply  in  shoals,  and  they  fairly  make  the 
water  boil  when  fed.  Messrs.  Chew  and  Taylor  have  had 
some  nice  sport  with  chub  and  perch  near  Kempsford,  and 
Mr.  Illingworth  has  been  at  St.  John's  Bridge  with  sport 
amongst  the  roach.  Fine  chub  have  been  taken  near 
Buscot  and  Radcot.— The  Rambler. 

Ancholme  District.— Pike  fishing  is  now  looking  up 
well  on  the  Ancholme.  The  best  catches  have  been  made 
near  the  Engine  House,  Brigg,  with  the  spoon  bait.  A 
Rotherham  gentleman  got  five  the  other  day,  the  largest 
121b. ;  and  on  Saturday  last  another  angler  had  between 
4  stone  and  6  stone  of  pike,  the  largest  over  81b.  Perch, 
too,  are  taking  a  small  spoon  and  live  bait.  Some  good 
specimens  of  about  21b.  each  have  been  taken  this  week. 
I  had  a  day's  carp  fishing  with  my  grandson,  and  got  about 
fifty  fish,  the  two  largest  2Jlb.  each,  the  others  from  ilb. 
to  lib.— Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeach,  Cam.).— Since 
my  last  report  the  weed  cutter  has  baen  at  work  ; 
river  low,  clear,  but  fishable.  Now  the  fiah  will  be  getting 
settled,  and  vrith  the  abundance  seen  good  sport  is  expected, 
but  rain  would  improve  matters.  During  the  week  we 
have  had  cold,  rough,  north-easterly  winds  blowing  up 
stream,  which  put  the  roach  off  a  bit.   Now,  with  south- 


wes  rrly,  they  are  coming  on  better,  decent  catches  are 
n  w  being  had  up  to  101b.  a  roi"  a  day,  most  mid-diy  takes 
falc.  each.  The  river  getting  ckan,  there  is  a  good  chanci 
at  the  pike,  plenty  here  but  not  over  large.  Silver  bream 
have  been  giving  good  sport  up  to  21b.  each  ;  no  end  had 
up  to  lib.  each.  Baits  and  punts  can  be  had  of  lock- 
beeper,  Beasley,  also  good  swims  can  be  secured  :  free 
water.— John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).— Tb<i  river 
18  m  very  fair  order— dark,  but  clear  in  colour— and 
yachting  traffic  is  now  very  much  decreased.  Roach 
should  now  feed  well,  as  they  are  in  splendid  condition; 
but  the  colder  weather  we  are  now  experiencing  will 
hardly  be  very  favourable  to  bream  fishers.  Indeed,  all 
through  it  hae  not  been  up  to  the  mark  for  bream  fishing, 
and,  although  an  occasional  decent  bag  of  fairiy  heavy 
1°°""'''®'^'  general  complaint  has  been  that 
the  fish,  though  numerous,  were  small,  and  very  uncertain 
1  Trouting  may  be  regarded  as  over,  and 

though  on  warm  afternoons,  on  suitable  streams,  dace 
/tl  •        ^°  ^  '^^^"^  season  for  the  fly  in 

Norfolk  18  past.  What  we  now  look  forward  to  really  is 
roach  and  pike  fishing,  the  latter  more  particularly.  I 
anticipate  the  season  on  the  Broad  will  be  a  good  one  this 
season,  as  it  was  little  fished  last  year,  and  abounds  with 
pike.  I  fear  the  glory  of  pike  fishing  on  the  river  haa 
departed,  but  a  decent  fish  may  still  be  looked  for  in  a 
day  8  piking.  Spinning  is  best  early  in  the  season,  but 
weeds  are  rather  troublesome  then.— C.  H,  Tatlor. 

Coin,  Leach,  Windrush.  &c.  (Das':  Glouoester- 
shire).- About  another  fortnight  will  bring  the  trouting 
season  in  Gloucestershire  to  a  close,  hut  it  is  practically 
over  to  the  sportsman  when  he  once  takes  the  double- 
barrel  down.  Although  we  have  had  a  beautiful  autumn, 
the  fishings  have  not  been  up  to  the  average.  Creels  have 
been  very  light  indeed,  and  anglers  as  a  rule  have  only 
ventured  out  in  the  evening,  when  the  man  who  has  killed 
his  brace  of  pounders  thinks  himself  a  lucky  man.  A  few 
rods  have  been  out  on  the  hotel  waters  at  Fairford, 
and  Bibury,  on  the  Upper  Coin.  Both  of  these  waters 
have  had  a  fair  complement  of  trout  fishers  during  August 
and  September,  and  some  nice  trout  have  been  caught  at 
both  places.  They  are,  I  understand,  again  going  to  bo 
restocked  with  Fario  from  Surrey  and  Hampshire ;  those 
introduced  in  January  of  last  year  from  these  streams 
having  done  remarkably  well,  and  by  next  seaaon  these 
fiah  will  be  well  takable ;  they  are  now  a  good  Jib.,  but 
the  limit  on  hotel  waters  is  |lb.,  or  llin.  The  best  flies 
for  remaining  weeks  will  be  found  to  be  Brown  Alder, 
Stone  Flv,  Pale  Oiive  Don,  and  a  Red  Soldier  Palmer 
with  gold  ribs,  for  rough  days  or  on  boulder  waters. 
They  are  exceedingly  useful  on  the  trout  in  waterfalls, 
and  mill  race,  and  should  be  of  a  good  size,  so  as  to  hold 
the  big  trout  they  often  kill.  I  hear  that  a  well-known 
sporting  nobleman  has  again  taken  the  Williamstrip  Park 
water  for  next  season,  and  that  he  is  leasing  a  fiahing  box 
close  at  hand. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— A  more  dispiriting  subject  than 
fishing  just  now  it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  Any  river  in 
the  West  excepting  the  Tamar  can  be  crossed  without 
wetting  a  foot.  Weeds  are  growing  in  the  pools,  the 
smooth  stones  are  now  green  with  aubaqueoua  growth, 
and  the  fish  are  as  still  and  weak  as  they  possibly  can  be. 
A  few  peal  have  been  taken  in  the  heaviest  runs  of  the 
Camel  in  the  evening,  and  now  and  then  a  trout  or  two, 
but  the  rivers  may  until  there  is  a  change  be  left  alone.— 
Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farninffham,  Hawley,  &o.).— "\'ery  fair 
sport  has  been  had  lately,  chiefly  by  means  of  the  Hare's 
Ear.  The  other  evening  I  began  with  a  Pale  Blue  Dan, 
which  was  accepted  by  the  fish  to  which  I  offered  it,  but 
was  so  promptly  spat  out  that  I  did  not  even  touch  the 
trout.  The  next  fish  refused  both  that  fly  and  a  small 
sedge,  and  then,  after  a  long  siege,  fell  a  victim  to  the 
Hare's  Ear.  He  was  a  good  fiah,  and  insisted  on  taking  out 
a  lot  of  line  before  he  could  be  turned.  The  evening  rise 
is  now  very  uncertain,  as  a  mist  often  comes  up  at  sunset. 
Only  one  rise  was  visible  after  six  o'clock  on  my  last  visit 
to  the  river.  Prospects  are  fairly  good,  for  the  water  is 
not  very  low,  and  fish  cantinne  in  condition. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). —Everything  in  the 
way  of  fishing  is  still  very  dull,  and  there  seems  little  or 
no  chance  of  any  decent  sport  during  the  month  to  fiinish 
up  the  season.  A  few  hours'  evening  fishing  may  have 
brought  an  occasional  brace  or  so,  but  that  is  about  all  in 
the  lower  reaches,  but  there  is  just  the  satisfaction,  if  it 
may  be  so  called,  of  knowing  that  most  rivers  this  way  are 
doing  as  badly,  or  worse,  otherwise  Dart  anglers  might 
be  tempted  to  think  the  river  had  lost  all  its  attraction. 
Mr.  E.  Disiin  killed  a  peal  one  evening  this  week,  and 
Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  landed  a  couple  of  nice  trout  on 
Tuesday  evening.    Flies  are  about  the  same.— Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).— The  water  is  m  first- 
rate  fishing  order,  and  there  is  good  sport  to  be  had  above 
and  below  Malton  with  jack,  grayling,  and  roach. — H. 

liaat  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— The 
rivers  have  been  in  good  condition  for  fly  fishing  during 
the  past  week,  and  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  were  taken 
with  the  Hare's  Ear  and  March  Brown,  and  a  nice  sewin 
was  taken  on  the  East  Cleddy. — H. 
_  Esk  (Wnitby).— Very  little  has  been  done  on  this 
river  during  the  week,  the  water  being  too  low  for 
successtul  angling.  A  good  flood  will  be  needed  to 
improve  matters,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  no 
prospect  of  rain.  The  catches  to  hand  are :  Mr.  Ralph 
Keighley,  one  salmon  of  12ilb. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Walker,  one  of 
51b. ;  and  Mr.  Hellewell,  one  of  71b.  Sea  fiahing  has  been 
fairly  remunerative  during  the  week.— J.  Jackson. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  stiU  droughty, 
and  river  fearfully  low  and  stale.  Fishing  of  all  kinds 
around  here  is  at  a  low  ebb,  and  many  of  our  anglers  have 
laid  rod  by  until  a  flood  favours  us  with  a  general  stir  up. 
A  few  roach,  but  of  no  great  size,  have  been  had  by 
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Messrs.  Kelley,  Street,  Kobertf  -nyth,  Moore,  Morse, 
and  otheri  from  both  river  ar  '  and  from  the  latter 

some  nice  perch  have  re  war''  .y  angler  here  and  there. 

One  or  two  pike  are  noi^  on  the  move,  and  as  soon 

as  we  get  a  ohan«r  „er  some  sport  with  our  old 

reliable  friend  "  no  doubt  ba  enjoyed.  The 

chronic  weefl-  of  the  canal  will  sadly  hamper 

piking  pro'  ^is  side  of  Christmas  at  any  rate,  the 

crop  th-  jing  even  more  prolific  than  last.    But  as 

no  p-  in  th«  way  of  weed  cutting  is  to  be  counted 

jur  apathetic  council,  I  suppose,  as  before,  we 
^rin  and  bear  it. — Red  Palmkk. 
.en  Waters  (South  Ciinoa.  and  Cambi.).— The 
waters  in  the  Fen  district  continue  to  afford  plenty  of 
sport,  particularly  among  the  roaoh.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Surfleet  heavy  baskets  of  roach  have  been  landed 
from  the  Glen,  but,  as  a  rule,  they  have  run  rather  small, 
the  largest  fish  running  only  to  about  Jib.  Besides  roach, 
however,  there  are  plenty  of  tench,  and  they  have  in  some 
instances  run  up  to  about  51b.  each.  There  are  also  bream 
and  pike  in  this  water.  One  visitor  got  a  brace  of  tench 
that  weighed  nearly  91b.  Some  good  baskets  have  also 
come  from  the  Forty-foot,  and  on  towards  Wisbech 
the  drains  have  had  plenty  of  visitors,  and  good 
sport  has  been  met  with  on  the  Middle  Level  and  Middle 
Drove  Drains. — Limpet. 

Idle  Digtrict  (BTortb  Notti).— Sport  has  only  been 
quiet  on  the  liver  Idle  of  late.  Roach  and  dace  continue 
to  afford  fair  sport  for  the  local  men  down  as  far  as 
Mattereey,  but  visitors  pass  Retford  by,  and  go  on  to  the 
Ancholme  at  Brigg,  or  the  Trent  at  Cottam  for  Dunham, 
Laneham,  &c.  Some  very  good  doings  are  reported  from 
the  Ancholme  among  the  roach,  but  it  is  said  they  are  not 
feeding  quite  so  well  as  in  previous  years.  Some  good 
perch  have  been  found  near  Castlethorpe  Bridge.  The 
Trent  is  in  splendid  condition  during  this  list  week  or  two. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  of  a  satisfactory  character,  and 
anglers  using  boats  have  landed  a  good  number  about 
Laneham.  Fish  from  4lb.  to  71b.  are  quite  common.  The 
best  brace  were  8Ib.  and  9Jlb.  respectively.  Some  good 
roach  have  been  met  with  about  Rimpton  Island. — L.- 

Eeunett  and  Sunn. — There  has,  comparatively 
speaking,  been  nothing  done  on  these  waters  the  past 
week,  and  a  few  visitors  only  have  put  in  appearance, 
probably  waiting  for  the  season  to  open  for  grayling,  viz., 
Oct.  1,  tickets  29.  6d.  daily  ;  and  by  the  appearance  of  the 
shoals  of  them,  I  feel  confident  a  good  eeason  may  be 
reckoned  on._  There  has  been  one  lady  angler  fishing  the 
Kennett  during  this  week,  and,  I  am  led  to  believe, 
very  pleased  with  results.  We  do  not  see  many  lady 
anglers,  but  I  feel  sure  if  our  opposite  sex  anglers  would 
only  inquire  as  to  these  waters  that  mora  would  be  seen 
on  the  banks  of  the  streams.  A  very  good  book,  showing 
views  of  the  Kennett  and  Dunn,  including  a  plan  of  the 
water,  has  been  brought  out  by  the  landlady  of  the  Bear 
Hotel,  HuDgerford,  from  whom  they  can  be  obtained,  free 
gratis,  which  certainly  does  her  credit  for  the  trouble 
Mrs.  Osmond  has  taken  in  the  right  direction.— Gnome. 

Lark  (Bavton  Mills).— I  accompanied  Mr.  Barralt 
(of  London,  who,  with  his  wife,  have  been  staying  at  the 
White  House,  Barton)  to  the  Jack  Tree  staunch.  He 
had  twenty-tivo  fine  roaoh— the  three  largest  Sjlb.  (which 
have  been  sent  for  preservation),  and  several  IJlb.  AH 
under  8iz.  were  returned.  Mr.  Barratt  says  he  hopes  he 
shall  see  "Dragnet"  on  Oct  11,  when  I  take  possession 
of  the  Dog  and  Partridge. — W.  Howes. 

[I  hope  to  be  down  at  the  "  house-warming,"  and  to  see 
Mr.  Barratt.  But  I  shall  leave  the  "  dog  "  and  go  on  with 
the  "  partridge  "— unleEs  pheasants  should  happen  to  be 
plpntiful.— •' Drag  "] 

Lark,  &c.  (SnflTolk).— Water  now  in  good  condition. 
During  the  last  week  some  capital  takes  of  roach,  dace, 
perch,  and  trout  have  been  made.  Mr.  Kemp,  of  Bury 
St.  Edmunds,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Challice,  of  Newmarket, 
took  on  Thursday  last,  dry  fly  fishing,  four  dozen  splendid 
dace,  also  a  trout  of  4lb. ;  Messrs.  Jennings  and  Caswell 
took  twenty-three  roaoh  that  weighed  181b. ;  Mr.  Enock 
and  fripnd  took  thirty-six  roach,  weighing  over  lib.  each  ; 
Mr.  William  Howlett  and  his  son  Robert,  on  Friday,  7th, 
at  Temple  Lock,  took  an  extraordinary  lot  of  big  roach, 
several  of  which  weighed  close  on  21b.  each,  also  a  brace 
of  dace,  22oz,  the  two,  and  a  brace  of  nice  little  trout  of 
2Jlb.  each.  At  Worlington  roach  and  dace  are  feeding 
well ;  also  at  West  Row,  Ideham,  and  Mildenhall.  The 
best  baits  are  creed  wheat  and  gentles,  and  use  very  fine 
tackle.— Raten. 

Lea  and  TribntarieB.— The  river  still  runs  very 
stale  and  clear,  and  anglers  are  not  doing  much  with  the 
roach.  The  fish  have  been  extremely  shy  in  the  upper 
reaches,  and  no  good  baskets  are  reported.  Better  results 
have  been  met  with  in  the  lower  waters,  baskets  of  roach 
up  to  101b.  being  obtained  in  the  E  afield  district.  Chub 
have  been  caught  in  some  of  the  backwaters,  and  takes  of 
bream  up  to  121b.  from  the  main  river.  A  dace  of  14|cz. 
has  been  landed  at  Sewardstone,  and  some  good  specimens 
of  these  fish  have  been  ciught  in  the  Hertford  district. 
In  the  Tottenham  waters  several  roach  up  to  lib.  and 
over  have  been  among  the  fish  landed.  Bream  have  been 
caught  in  fair  numbers  at  Cheshunt,  and  one  angler  has 
taken  a  tench  there.  A  splendid  dace,  scaling  lib.  3Joz., 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.  E.  Steinhart,  fishing  private  water 
on  the  tributary  Beane.  He  also  took  a  trout  of  lib.  9oz , 
The  trout  I  mentioned  in  my  notes  last  week  weighed 
51b.  lOoz.,  and  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Huntley,  a  member 
of  the  Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Club.  The  Lea  and  its 
tributaries  badly  want  flushing  now.— Izaak  Walton. 

Itngg  and  Arrow  (Leominrcer).  —  Botn  these 
streams  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  trout  or  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has 
turned  beautiful  and  fine,  and  like  summer  in  the  day, 
followed  by  slight  frosts  at  night  and  foggy  mornings,  which 
has  brought  grayling  well  on  the  teed.  Trout  have 
moved  fairly  well  at  the  fly,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have 


bsen  landed.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
have  used  Wickham's  Fancy,  Red  Spioner,  September 
Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Green  Insect,  and  Red  Tag.  Minnow 
has  accounted  for  a  nice  trout  or  two  in  the  evening.  On 
Mon  lay  a  nice  dish  of  trout  and  grayling  were  landed  with 
the  fly.  The  Pinsley  is  running  clear  and  low,  and  fishing 
in  it  quiet. — Gwynnk. 

Iiugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Klngrslan*).— 
Bright  hot  days,  followed  by  slightly  frosty  nights,  has 
been  the  prevailing  weather  foi-  the  past  week,  and  in 
consequence  rivers  have  shrunk  very  materially,  and  are 
now  running  fine  and  low.  Most  days  we  have  had  too 
rnuch  sun  for  good  fishing,  and  hence  baskets  have  been 
light.  But  flies  the  same  as  last  week,  with  the  addition 
of  Wickham's  and  Red  Tag.— R,  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Bndlelgh  Saltercon).— There  is  no  sign,  at 
the  time  of  reporting  (Sept.  12),  of  any  change  in  the 
gloriously  fine  weather  which  has  prevailed  for  the  past 
fortnight,  and  the  river  is  lower  and  weedier  than  ever. 
There  has  been,  therefore,  little  or  no  inducement  to  take 
out  the  fly  rod,  although  trout  have  been  seen  rising  in 
the  forenoons  and  evenings.  A  fine  trout  was  found  the 
•  other  day  among  the  rushes  bordering  the  brook  which 
drains  the  marshes.  It  had  been  dead  about  two  days- 
was  ISin.  long,  grandly  shaped,  and  must  have  weighed  in 
life  close  upon  31b.  Thia  brook  ia  affected  by  the  tide, 
and  most  probably  the  fish  was  left  stranded  by  the  ebb 
of  the  recent  high  tides.  At  sea  fishing  is  very  poor, 
mackerel  and  pollack  showing  little  sport. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hants).— There  were  twenty-five 
competitors  in  the  roving  roach  tournament  for  boys  under 
fourteen  years  of  age,  for  money  prizes.  The  first  four 
were  :  A.  Collinson  (thirteen  and  a  half  years),  lib.  6Joz. ; 
B.  Collinson  (eight  years),  14Joz.  ;  G.  Simms  (twelve 
years),  S^oz. ;  and  D.  Griffiths  (twelve  years),  7|oz.  Mr. 
L.  Finding,  a  London  member,  took  on  Thursday,  before 
breakfast,  thirty-seven  roach,  weighing  32lb.  On  Friday 
he  took  501b.,  averaging  Jib.  each.  Tench  up  to  31b.  8oz., 
perch  up  to  lib.  6jz.,  and  bream  up  to  31b.  lljoz.  have 
been  taken.  Wheat  is  the  deadly  lure.  Prospects  are 
good.  I  hope  it  will  hold  as  good  for  our  match  between 
us  and  the  N.A.P.S.  on  Thursday,  Sept.  27.— Ted. 

Onse  (St.  Neots). — Water  very  clear ;  weather  lovely. 
Sport  during  the  last  few  days  has  been  rather  tame.  On 
Thursday  last  week  Dr.  Mackintosh  caught  a  nice  chub  of 
4ilb.,  which  is  being  stuffed  by  Mr.  Gee,  Little  St. 
Andrew-street,  Seven  Dials ;  and  on  the  same  day  Mrs. 
B^ck  got  a  perch  of  2Jlb.,  which  Mr.  Chamberlain,  of  St. 
Neots,  is  setting  up.  Dr.  Mackintosh  has  since  caught 
chub  up  to  3lb. ,  which  he  has  returned  to  the  water,  and  a 
large  number  of  perch  of  small  size.  Bream  apoear  to  be 
"  off  "  just  now.  A  large  chub  was  hooked  on  Friday  by 
Dr.  Mackintosh,  which  he  considered  to  be  a  6-pounder  at 
least,  but  he  lost  it  through  fouling  the  landing-net.  A 
couple  of  nice  chub  of  4|lb,  each  are  now  on  view  at  the 
Half  Moon  Hotel,  caught  by  Dr.  Francis  in  July,  and 
preserved  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  St.  Neots.— W.  N. 

Nene  (Feterborongflx).— Circumstances  have  not 
been  favourable  during  the  past  few  days  for  angling,  and, 
consequently,  sport  has  been  very  meagre.  The  water  is 
very  clear,  and  the  weeds  have  lately  grown  apace  ;  the 
river,  too,  is  very  low,  and  rain  is  much  needed  to  freshen 
up  matters.  Have  only  heard  of  one  good  bag  during  this 
week,  and  that  was  secured  by  Mr.  Strickson,  Peter- 
borough, Pike  fishing  will  have  to  rest  for  the  present 
until  we  get  colder  weather  and  the  weeds  disappear. 
The  pike  are  reported  to  be  numerous,  especially  in  the 
Castor  and  Wansford  districts,  where  on  several  occasions 
lately  tackle  has  been  broken  while  drawing  in  catches. — 
B.  A.  S. 

Beyern,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — We  are  having  a  continuation  of  the  splendid 
weather  which  has  prevailed  here  for  some  time  past,  and 
at  present  there  is  every  indication  of  settled  weather  for 
some  time  to  come,  and  which  is  alike  favourable  for 
anglers  and  tourists;  and  there  are  a  large  numbsr 
of  each  of  these  classes  visiting  this  neighbourhood  at 
present.  Tourists  who  are  here  for  the  first  time  are  loud 
in  their  praise  of  the  beautiful  scenery  to  be  met  with 
here  at  every  step,  and  all  express  their  intention  of  paying 
the  place  another  visit  when  an  opportunity  again  occurs. 
Anglers  also  who  have  visited  this  part  are  also  much 
enamoured  with  it ;  and  more  so  as  the  riparian  owners 
are  most  obliging  in  allowing  anglers  properly  recom- 
mended to  fish  in  the  pr«  served  parts  of  the  rivers  in  the 
district,  which  are  all  now  in  good  condition  j  and  the 
Severn  still  affords  the  best  sport  to  those  anglers  in 
pursuit  of  the  coarser  kinds  of  fish,  as  very  few  trout  are 
taken  from  it  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  many  fine  pike, 
chub,  perch,  and  roach. — Vyrnwy. 

itftonr  (Qvove  Perry,  Kent).  —  Several  London 
anglers  visited  this  part  on  Sunday  last,  and  the  majority 
enjoyed  fairly  good  sport.  Mr.  Ansty,  Stockwell  A.S., 
had  a  capital  b  :sket  of  roach.  The  weeds  are  again  being 
cut  between  Fordwich  Bridge  and  Grove  Ferry.  A  great 
change  has  taken  place  at  the  Ferry  Hotel  since  the  advent 
of  new  host  Mr.  Reeves,  who  is  doing  his  utmost  to  please 
anglers  and  visitors,  and  with  some  sign  of  success  — J.  K. 

Snssez  Bivers,  Harbonrs,  and  Chiobester 
Canal. — We  have  experianced  a  continuation  of  brilliant 
weather,^  but  sport  has  fallen  off  in  the  tidal  waters  owing 
to  the  big  tides  which  commenced  to  run  a  week  since. 
Mr.  G.  Hall  has  taken  another  good  bag  of  roach  weighing 
201b. — five  fish  scaled  over  lib.  6jz.  each,  and  the  bast  fish 
lib.  12oz.  At  Hamsey,  fish  are  not  feeding  well,  but  a 
nice  bream  of  51b.  9uz.  was  recently  captured.  In  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Ouse  at  Baroombe  Mills  a  few  dace 
and  roaoh  have  given  sport ;  but  the  Adur  and  Cuckmere 
in  the  tidal  water  have  not  yielded  well.  Visitors  to  the 
Rother  have  taken  pike  up  to  4Jlb.  and  a  few  perch — the 
heaviest  notified  21b.  loz.  Roach  up  to  14oz.  and  a  small 
carp  were  also  taken.  Chichester  Canal  is  choked  with 
weed.  Ths  barge  traffic  has  fallen  off,  and  but  little  has 


been  done  to  clear  the  water.  Small  fry  are  feeding  well, 
but  spinning  for  perch  or  pike  is  out  of  the  question.  At 
Chichester  Harbour  a  few  nice  mullet  and  bass  have 
succumbed  to  ragworm.— Georqe  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lnaiow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  low,  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  with  bright  sunshiny 
days  and  cold,  fojgy,  and  frosty  nights,  and  a  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  fish  have  been  rising  better  at 
the  fly,  but  a  good  flush  of  water  is  required  to  clear  off 
the  rubbish  and  weeds  which  have  accumulated  in  eome 
parts  of  the  river  during  the  past  month,  and  it  would 
greatly  improve  the  prospects  of  grayling  fishing.  Trout 
have  been  feeding  and  fish  have  been  landed.  "The  best 
flies  to  use  are  the  Red  Spinner,  Wickham's  Fancy.  Blue 
Gnat,  Green  Insect,  Silver-twisted  Blue,  Coachman, 
August  Dun,  September  Dun,  and  Little  Blue.  Bottom 
fishers  have  tried  worm  and  wasp  grub,  and  trout  have 
been  landed.  With  the  minnow  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
taken.  On  Saturday  an  angler  in  the  Ashford  water, 
fishing  with  a  Harry  Longlegs  fly,  landed  a  trout  of 
lib.  lOoz.  in  good  condition.  On  Monday  some  nice 
grayling  wera  landed  with  the  Green  Insect  and  Silver- 
twisted  Blue.  With  the  wasp  grub,  on  Tuesday,  four 
nice  trout  were  landed.  Tho  prospects  for  sport  are  good. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  in 
order,  but  rain  would  improve  them.  Sport  in  them  good 
with  bottom  baits. — S,  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  part  the  weather  during 
the  past  week  his  been  beautiful  and  fine,  and  in  every 
way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out.  The  river  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  fair  level,  but  is  getting  low,  and  a 
good  fall  of  rain  would  be  very  acceptable  to  anglers  'to 
move  the  river  a  little,  and  the  fish  would  bite  all  the 
better,  as  the  water  is  getting  full  of  weeds.  Angling  has 
been  fairly  good,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out, 
and  have  used  Blue  Gnat,  Silver  Dun,  Red  Spinner, 
September  Dun,  Coachman,  Wiokham,  and  Green  Insect, 
and  some  very  nice  trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed, 
and  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  good  sport  being  had  next 
week. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Though  the  river  is  low  there  has 
been  but  little  accomplished  amongst  the  barbel.  From 
the  Farndon  water  Mr.  J.  Gill  has  secured  a  few,  best 
over  61b.,  and  from  Muskham  Bridge  Mr.  W.  Taylor  has 
bagged  some  ranging  up  to  5|lb.,  and  barbel  have  been 
tahen  in  the  lower  lengths.  Several  nice  chub  have  fallen 
to  greaves,  a  couple  weighing  3Jlb.  each.  Roach  have 
taken  paste  and  gentles.  A  few  over  lib. ,  and  one  lib.  8oz . , 
by  Mr.  Davis.  On  the  opening  day  of  the  pike  fishing 
season,  on  the  Muskham  water,  Mr.  A.  H.  Ellins  gaffed 
eight  weighing  over  401b.,  heaviest  81b.  Bream  a  genuine 
failure,  though  one  weighing  71b.  was  brought  into  Newark 
on  Tuesday  evening,  caught  in  a  ballast  pit  on  the  railway 
side  near  Hjkeham. — Trentsider. 

Wltham,  Ao.  (Mld-Iiinoolnsliire).— The  great 
attraction  on  the  Witham  this  week  was  the  sweepstakes 
offered  by  the  Shsffisld  Association.  Some  650  were 
pegged-dovm  at  Kirkstead,  as  against  670  last  year.  The 
highest  weight  was  81b.  2joz.,  in  three  hours'  fishing. 
Independent  fishing  on  the  river  was  not  only  indulged  in 
in  the  Kirkstead  district,  but  roach  have  bsen  taken 
about  Tattershall  and  Langrick.  Roach  fishers  have  now 
and  again  brought  a  good  tench  to  bank;  whiht  about 
Bardney  live  bait  fishing  for  pike  has  been  indulged  in, 
and  some  fair-sized  fish  have  been  handled.  Large 
numbers  of  visitors  have  resorted  to  the  drains  about 
Boston.  All  save  the  lower  end  of  the  Hob  Hole  Drain 
have  yielded  well.  Reaching  has  Ecircely  been  as  brisk, 
still  one  of  the  best  takes  of  the  seasjn  was  reported  last 
week.  It  weighed  upwards  of  401b.,  and  included  some 
remarkably  fiae  roach.  These  were  taken  near  Cow- 
bridge.  Moderate  takes  of  roach  were  got  from  the 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Frithbank  Drains.  At  Frith  Ville 
capital  tench  have  come  to  hand,  one  angler  getting  half  a 
dozen,  which  scaled  171b.  Roaching  in  the  Bargate  Drain 
has  fallen  off. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Dexwant  (Derbysbira).— These  rivers 
have  run  down,  and  are  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and 
a  full  average  number  of  rods  have  been  on  both  streams, 
and  some  have  had  nice  catches,  whilst  others  have  fared 
but  badly.  The  best  basket  I  hear  of  was  taken  from  the 
Darleydale  Club's  portion  of  the  Derwent,  by  Messrs. 
Allen  and  Elliott,  with  seven  brace  of  very  nice  fish  ;  also 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Buxton,  from  this  same  water, 
several  good  fish  each.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  water  has  also  yielded  several  mixed 
baskets  of  trout  and  grayling.  The  prospect  for  the  next 
few  days  is  favourable,  weather  warm  in  the  daytime,  but 
cold  at  night.  Useful  flies:  Red  Ant,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Olive  Dun,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Silver  Dun,  and  Black 
Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swa  e,  Whaxfe,  Nidd,  Ouse,  Derwent, 
&C.  (Yorksbire). — The  upper  waters  are  all  running 
low  and  clear  agaiu  ;  this,  with  the  fact  that  the  trout  this 
season  have  apparently  developed  ova  much  earlier  than 
usual,  and  that  they  are  now  getting  "  flabby  "  and  dark 
in  colour,  makes  matters  very  quiet  in  the  streams  that 
run  through  the  valleys  of  Wensleydale,  Swaledale, 
Wharfedale,  Ryedale,  &c.  The  "second  summer  "we 
are  now  experiencing,  in  the  way  of  brilliant  weather  and 
high  temperature,  is,  of  course,  against  fly  fishing  for 
grayling,  and  good  sport  in  this  direction,  until  we  have 
more  water  and  sharp,  frosty  nights,  cannot  be  looked  to. 
Pike  fishing  has  also  fallen  off,  the  few  fish  caught  with 
the  live-bait  being  small.  Soma  Northallerton  anglers 
have  fished  the  Wiske,  and  those  who  were  baiting  with 
worm  have  done  well  amongst  the  perch,  which  have 
afforded  capital  sport.  A  few  specimen  roach  have  been 
caught,  but  dace  have  been  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  Mr.  N.  Smetbson,  B.  Metcalfe,  and  a  youths 
ful  angler  got  eight  fish  one  day  last  week.  One 
or   two   Northallerton   anglers    have    been    out  on 
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private   water,    but    pport  bag   only  been  moderate. 
On  Saturday  last  a  Northallerton  amateur  was  lucky 
enough  with  the  Cowdung  fly,  and  oiught  eleven  trout. 
All  the  fish  showed  signs  of  going  out  of  condition ;  in 
fact,  after  another  week  has  elapsed  they  will  not  be  in  a 
fit  condition  to  be  killed.   At  least,  this  is  the  case  with 
trout  taken  from  Bedala  beck.    Bottom  fshing  for  roach, 
&o.,  in  the  lower  reachrs  of  the  Wharfe,  Derwent,  &g.', 
also  in  the  whole  length  of  the  Ouse,  keeps  fairly  success 
ful,  the  favourite  baits  being  the  wasp  grub  and  gentle. 
Several  of  the  York  clubs  have  held  comDetitiong  during 
the_  week.   The  St.  Nicholas  Club,  on  Siturday,  fished 
their   second    match  at   West   CoUingwith,    on  the 
Derwent,  with  the  following  result:  First,  F.  Metcalfe, 
61b.  15oz. ;  second,  T.  Johnson,  5lb.  13oz. ;  third,  J.  Card 
31b.  13Joz.;  fourth,  A.  Willis;  fifth,  W.  Hill;  sixth,  w! 
Frankish ;  seventh,  H.  England ;  eighth,  J.  Hill ;  ninth 
W.  Lawson;  tenth,  J.  Flannery;  eleventh.  T.  Markham  • 
twelfth,  F.  Metcalfe;  thirteenth,  P.  Lightf  oot ;  four' 
teenth,  J.  Steele;  fifteenth,  J.  Howler;  sixteenth,  J 
Pinder.    On  the  same  day  the  members  of  the  newly- 
formed  York  City  Angling  Association  had  a  match  of 
about  three  hours'  duration.    The  water  was  dead  and 
clear,  and  catches  small.    First,  Messrs.  F.  Reynolds 
lib.  13oz, ;  second,  G.  Kay,  lib.  8oz. ;  third.  J.J.  Morgan' 
lib.  6oz.;  fourth,  J.  Simpson;  fifth,  G.  Simpson;  sixth, 
Metcalfe;   seventh,  R.  Chadwick;   eighth,  A.  Jonas- 
ninth,    A.    Ellison;    tenth,    W.  Haw;    eleventh,  T.' 
Smith.    Special  prize  for  biggest  fish,  Mr.  T.  Smith. 
Forty-two  members  of  the  Leeman-road  Working  Men's 
Club  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season  at  Huttons 
Ambo.   Twenty-five  of  them  had  small  catches,  the 
winners  bemg:  First,  H.  E.  Thompson,  with  lib.  7ioz.- 
second,  R.  Thompson,  with  lib.  5ioz. ;  third,  O.Dixon' 
lib   2J:nz.;  fourth,  W.  Hill;  fifth,  J.  J.  Thompson  ^ 
sixth,  R.  Broadley;  seventh,  E.  Buckley;  eighth,  R. 
Bardy ;  ninth,  E.  Sambrook ;  tenth,  J.  Charlton ;  eleventh, 
G.  Cooper ;  T.  Johnson.    T.  Charlton  won  a  special  for 
the  largest  roach  ;  A.  Hodgson  for  the  largest  eel ;  O.  S 
Wake  for  the  largest  daca;  and  a  special  prize  for  the 
largest  fish  of  any  kind  was  awarded  to  B.  Sambrook. 
The  Groves  United  had  poor  sport  at  Linton-on-the-Onse 
the  results  being :  First  and  special  for  largest  fish,  G. 
Martin;  second,  W.  Yates;  third.  Councillor  W.  R 
Robinson ;  fourth,  H.  Martin ;    fifth,  J.  Cowl ;  sixth! 
J.    Willcock;    seventh,    H.    Raisbeck;    eighth,  A 
Whitehead;  ninth,  C.  Southcoats ;  eleventh,  S.  March- 
twelfth,  C.  Martin.— John  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— These  rivers  have  fallen 
in  considerably  since  last  report,  but  there  has  been  a  new 
run  of  herling  from  the  Solway,  and  some  excellent 
specimens  of  these  fish  are  being  caught.     Salmon  are 
showing  more  freely,  though  they  are  taking  badly,  and  it 
w  extremely  difficult  to  entice  thsm  to  bite.    There  is  a 
fine  lot  of  salmon  in  the  Cauldron  and  Willow  Pools,  and 
also  m  the  Pnor  Pool  and  Long  Pool.    Several  have  been 
seen  in  that  beautiful  stretch  of  water  between  Canonbie 
Bridge  and  Gilnockie  Tower.    The  morning  fishing  is  now 
delightful,  and,  according  to  a  very  eminent  writer 
the  sparkling  dew  on  the  grass  by  the  river's  brim! 
while  the  clear,  winding  Esk  glistens  in  the  morning 
sun    and   seems    bathed    in  a   silvery  hue,  and  as 
the  mists    clear   away,  the   glorious  valley,  clothed 
m  a  mantle  of  gold  la  the  height  of  enjoyment.    The  vale 
ot  Liddle  18  not  behind  the  Eskdale  very  much  aa  regards 
beauty,  and  as  the  back-end  salmon  angling  promises 
fairly  well,  now  is  the  time  for  anglers  to  visit  the  two 
fagcmating  districts  of  Bskdale  and  Liddesdale.  Fishing 
in  the  famous  Island  Pool,  Mr.  A.  McMillan,  Langholm 
had  a  nice  salmon  of  151b. ;  Mr.  C.  Johnstone  caught  one' 
14Jlb.,  m  the  Double  water;  and  Mr.  S.  McKune  had  a 
small  salmon  iq  Canonbie  water.    There  is  a  great  run  of 
•fw?      the  Long  Pool,  Canonbie,  which  is  connected 
with  the  Round  Pool,  Mason  Pool,  Mason  Stream,  a  fine 
rtretch  of  water,  continued  by  the  Willow  and  Cauldron 
Pools,  where  about  the  best  fishing  on  the  river  is  to  be 
had  by  those  who  know  the  ppouliarities  of  the  two  pools 
heading  the  Double  water.    Mr.  A.  Porteous,  Canonbie 
fcad  sixteen  herhng  in  the  mid-reaches ;  Mr.  Wm.  Law 
ten  herling  and  two  sea  trout;  Mr.  Wm.  Murray 
Bowanburn,  sixteen  heiling;  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank! 
Canwibie,  a  sea  trout  of  21b.  and  five  herling;  Mr! 
vy.  ^dgar  had  a  few  herling  in  Canonbie  water;  Mr. 
J  rank  Storey,  Langholm,  had  a  salmon  of  101b.  in 
Crannelholm  ;  and  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison  caught  three  sea 
trout  on  Saturday  night  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  Phayre 
Loch  had  four  herling  and  eight  yellow  trout  on  Saturday - 
Messrs.  J.  Felford  and  others  had  smaU  catches  of  yellow 
teout  in  Langholm  water.   Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  J 
Oarrnthers  had  two  eea  trout  and  half  a  dozen  herling  • 
Mr.  Walker  had  two  sea  trout  and  some  herling  in  the 
upper  reaches;  Mr.  Dalgleish  had  thirty-six  jellow  trout 
1  -V,  i.   -  Salmon  are  now  running  into  the 

tabutaries,  and  several  have  been  caught  in  Hermitage 
^  fh:,,-  ^'J'\°}  ^^"^  ^^''^^  troit  and  seven  herling 
i  *'„^^5''-.*^-,^***"«  'i^d  five  whiting  and 
leveral  yellow  trout;  Messrs.  Stoddart,  Foster,  and 
Murray  have  eacn  had  fair  baskets  of  herling  with  an 
occasional  yellow  trout.  In  the  Langholm  water,  Mr.  A 
McMillan  had  several  good  baskets  of  herling  and' sea 
trout,  mostly  at  Glenfirra.  Several  anglers  have  been 
^irly  successful  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved 
Tnl  /o  ^}t^  Broomholm  preserves.    There  is  a  fair 

W  f  *  u"*  ^J^^  Netherby  preserves  up  to  Scotch  Dyke, 
Wbtl^  /  have  been  made,  aLd  very  indifferent  sport 
has  been  had ;  m  the  Lcngtown  and  Metal  Bridge  sections 
»rf  1  ''^en  caught.  Salmon 

.een^in  'h'^'  "  8°°"^  '"^°y  l^^'e  been 

seen  m  the  Roost  and  at  Lynefoot  Pool?.    The  sail 


trawl  boats  on  the  Solway  have  had  very  fair  returns ; 
a  number  of  the  boats  have  fished  the  deeper  waters  and 
had  moderate  catches.  Flounders  are  said  to  be  sciroe 
and  small.  The  nets  being  off  the  Solway  should  improve 
the  salmon  fishing  in  the  rivers,  and  six  weeks'  good  angling 
is  looked  forward  to  with  confidence.  In  the  mid-reacbes 
Mr.  J.  Ballantyne  Woodhouse,  Canonbie,  has  done  fairly 
well  with  herling  and  sea  trout.  A  well  known 
angler,  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys,  Canonbie,  has  been 
very  successful  with  herling  in  the  Long  Pool  and  in 
Mason's  Stream,  Mr.  Telford  had  a  dozi?n  herling  in 
Trumels  Pool  and  Prior  Pool.  Mr.  J.  Steel  had  a  sea 
trout,  some  yellow  trout,  and  a  dozen  herling  in  Byrebnrn- 
foot  water ;  and  Mr.  Frank  Little  has  had  fifteen  herling 
below  Gilnockie  Bridge.  Mr.  Graham  had  a  run  with  a 
big  fish  in  Grevstone  Pool,  but  lost  it ;  and  further  up  the 
river  Mr.  J.  Harkness  caught  two  sea  trout  and  half  a 
dozen  herling.  Mr.  Leslie  has  had  good  sport  in  the 
Willow  Pool  with  herling  and  sea  trout.  Mr.  Riddle, 
Canonbie,  caught  four  sea  trout  and  several  herling.  Mr. 
G.  S.  Grant  had  six  herling  in  the  Esk  above  Langholm. 
There  has  been  very  little  poaching  during  the 
season  so  far,  but  now,  when  the  salmon  are  in  the 
river,  it  would  be  well  to  give  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
Fisheries  Association  a  hint  to  be  on  the  look-out 
Between  Penton  Bridge  and  the  Willow  Pool  is  a 
favourite  hunting  ground  for  the  professional  poacher,  who 
usually  commences  operations  about  the  first  week  in 
October,  and  continues  to  dodge  the  douce,  oanny  bodies 
of  the  asscoiation  well  into  November.  Itis  a  well-known 
fact  that  some  years  ago  the  Fishing  Gazette  gave  the 
watchers  the  cue  as  to  where  they  would  have  a  fine  haul 
on  the  Liddle  below  Penton.  It  was  a  grand  "  cop,"  and 
most  of  the  men  were  taken  and  their  implements  of 
warfare  confiscated.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle 
Mr.  J .  Graham,  Canonbie,  has  had  good  sport  with  whiting. 
The  Inch  pool  has  yielded  fair  sport  this  season  ;  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  Dam-foot  pool ;  both  are  favourite 
pitches,  and  close  to  the  Double  water.  After  to-day 
(Saturday),  5,  Scotch-street,  Carlisle,  will  be  the  address 
until  the  end  of  this  month  of— Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (BanffsUire).— The  river  Deveron  has  been 
m  good  fishing  condition  during  the  past  week,  but  sport 
waa  not  so  good  as  anticipated,  seeing  that  most  of  the 
pools  are  well  stocked  with  fieh.  Meantime  we  are  favoured 
with  sunshine,  and  slight  frost  during  the  night.  On  the 
Netherdale  section  Mr.  W.  R.  Bacon  continues  to  enjoy 
fair  sport.  He  has  had  several  salmon  and  grilse  lately, 
the  former  averaging  71b.,  and  the  latter  41b.  On  the 
water  of  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell 
of  London,  last  week,  had  a  fine  salmon  of  201b.  Some 
good  sea  trout  of  lib.  to  31b.  were  also  killed  during  the 
week.— H.  W. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  Aug.  28.  fishing 
on  Loch  Skealtair,  Capt.  A.  J.  de  WiLton  and  Mr.  Cave 
had  sixteen  fish.  Sib.,  heaviest  fish  21b.    On  Loch  Obisary 
Earl  and  Conntess  of  Orford  and  Capt.  Cochran  all  had 
twelve  fith,  81b.,  heaviest  fish  l|lb.    On  Tormarad,  Mr. 
Nevill  had  twelve  fish,  ZJlb.    On  Aug.  29,  fishing  on 
Strumore,  Mr.  Nevill  had  ten  fish,  6lb  ,  heaviest  fish 
2Jlb.;  Earl  and  Countess  of  Orford  bad  six  fieh,  4Jlb 
heaviest  fish  1  Jib.    On  Gerin  Mill,  Mr.  Cave  and  Capt.  de 
Winton  had  three  fish,  61b.    On  Aug.  30,  fishing  on 
Strumore,  Mr.  Cave  and  Cipt.  de  Winton  had  four  fish, 
4|lb.,  heaviest  fish,  IJlb.   On  Gerin,  Mill  Mr.  Nevill  had 
SIX  fish,  41b.,  heaviest  fish  2Jlb.    On  Aug.  29,  fishing  on 
Gerin  Mill,  Mr  Nevill  and  Capt.  Cochran  had  four  sea 
trout  and  fourteen  brown  trout,  9Jlb.,  heaviest  fish  lilb. 
On  Sept.  1,  Capt.  Ccchran,  fishing  on  Gerin  Mill,  had  two 
sea  trout  and  twelve  brown  trout,  9ilb.,  heaviest  fish 
3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Nevill  had  one  sea  trout  3|lb.    On  Aug.  31, 
fishing  on  Gerin  Mill,  Mr.  Cave  and  Capt.  de  Winton  had 
five  sea  trout,  111b.    On  Sept.  3,  fishing  on  Loch  Aulasary, 
Messrs.  Wright  and  TunniclifE  had  eight  fish.  61b.  On 
Gerin  Mill,  Capt.  Cochran  had  eight  trout,  6ilb. ;  Mr. 
Fergusson  had  one  fish,  4ilb.    On  Sept.  4,  fishing  on 
upper  Loch  Skealtair,  Mr.  Nevill  had  twenty  trout,  6ilb 
On  Gerin  Mill,  Messrs.  Tunnicliff  and  Wright  had  six  fish, 
31b.   On  Sept.  5  Messrs.  TunniclifE  and  Wright  had  fcur 
fish,  91b.    On  Loch-an-Dune  Messrs.  Fosters  and  Radgers 
had  four  fish,  61b.  On  Gerin  Mill,  Mr.  Fergusson  had  two 
fish,  6ilb.    On  Sept.  6,  fishing  on  Gerin  Mill,  Messrs. 
Wright  and  TunniclifE  had  seventeen  fish,  261b.,  heaviest  fish 
4Jib.     On    Sept.    7,   fishing  on  Loch-an-Dune,  Mr. 
Fergusson  had  six  fish,  7Jlb.    On  Oban-na-feadh,  Messrs. 
Byson  and  Sloan  had  seven  fish,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Simpson  had 
one,  fish  lib.    On  Gerin  Mill,  Messrs.  Eokerley  and 
TunniclifE  had  six  fish,  101b.    On  Aulasary,  Messrs.  Byson 
and  Sloan  had  five  fish,  6;b.    On  Strumore,  Mr.  Simpson 
had  three  fish,  2Jlb.    On  Horisary,  Sir  Edward  Buck  and 
Col.  Matthews  bad  two  fish,  6lb. 

Lochntss  (Poyera  Hotel).— Pishing  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  month,  Mr.  Tibton  got  one  grilse,  61b., 
another  41b..  and  one  trout,  lib. ;  Messrs.  Slaclean  and 
Gallon,  of  Inverness,  forty  trout,  221b.;  Surgeon-Gen. 
Hooper,  one  salmon,  5ilb.,  and  three  trout,  2lb. ;  Mr. 
Dryland,  of  Kettering,  two  trout.  31b.— S.  Tilston. 

aHelvich  Hotel  (Sutherland).— The  weather  during 
the  latter  end  of  August  was  very  unfavourable  for  loch 
fishing,  and  visitors  to  the  hotel  devoted  their  time  to  sea 
fishing,  where  they  had  splendid  sport.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  catches  :— On  Aug.  29  Mr.  Pritchard  had  over 
2owt.  of  mackerel,  cuddies,  and  gurnet,  and  Messrs. 
Williams  had  IJowt.  On  the  30th,  Messrs.  Pritchard, 
Roosevelt,  Stewart,  and  Williams  had  7owt.  of  the  same 
kind  of  seafish.  On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Pritchard  had  four  trout, 
81b.  On  the  3rd,  Mr.  Miller  had  one  salmon,  101b.  On 
the  4th,  Mr.  Vowell  had  seventeen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Miller, 
five  trout,  2Jlb.  On  the  5ch,  Mr.  Piitohard  had  two  trout, 
21b.  ;  Mr.  Dean,  six  trout,  31b  ;  Mr.  Miller,  two  trout, 
4lb.  On  the  6t;h,  Mr.  Stewart  had  fifteen  trout,  5lb. ; 
Mr.  Vowell,  one  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Miller,  three  trout,  31b. ; 
Mr.  Pritchard,  two  trout,  4|lb.  and  IJlb.  respectively. 


On  the  7th,  Mr.  Pritchard  had  eleven  trout,  71b. ;  Mrs. 
Vowell,  twelve  trout,  51b. ;  Mrs.  Miller,  three  sea  trout, 
2ilb. ;  Mr.  Dean,  twelve  trout,  5'b  ;  Mr  Stewart,  sf  ven- 
te«n  trout.  61b.  During  the  week  Mrs.  Howey,  Bighongj 
Lodaie,  had  over  100  trout. 

North-East  of  <^cotland.— By  Telegraph,  Sept  13. 
— On  the  Dee  sport  is  increasing  daily,  but  river  beiHnning 
to  get  down.  Fish  now  being  got  up  as  far  ai  Durris, 
where  four  were  killed  last  week  up  to  201b  On  lower 
sections  some  fairly  good  sport  was  got.  Dm  (Grand- 
holm),  fish  have  been  creeled  daily,  and  prospects  are 
better  than  known  for  years.  Ythan,  on  tidal  waters, 
rods  making  hapkets  from  61b.  to  161b.  daily — G.  M. 

Bomh  of  Scotland —There  has  been  little  or  nothing 
done  in  the  Border  rivers  this  week.  A  spell  of  beautiful 
autumn  weather  has  set  in,  and  this  is  likely  to  prevail  for 
some  time.  The  rivers  are  now  running  low  and  clear, 
and  anglers  have  a  difficulty  in  securing  two  brace  of 
herling  in  the  bright  sunshine  and  low  waters.  Several 
rods  have  been  out  after  sunset,  but  I  hear  the  sport  has 
been  very  poor,  a  couple  of  herling  being  the  best  basket 
on  some  of  the  rivers,  while  eight  herling  and  a  black  sea 
trout  is  the  largest  catch  reported  on  other  waters.  The 
netting  in  the  Solway  ceased  on  Saturday,  but  no  salmon 
have  been  showing  yet.  Probably  none  will  ascend  until 
after  a  flood,  or  astrong  south-west  wind  would  be  favour- 
able for  fish  running.  Apparently  a  few  salmon  are  in  the 
higher  waters  of  most  of  the  streams,  though  the  chance 
of  getting  one  is  very  remote  under  present  conditions. 
It  is  to  be  trusted  that  the  back-end  salmon  fishin?  will 
turn  out  a  good  one,  and  make  up  for  the  bad  ones  ot  1898-9. 
The  following  are  the  notes  received  from  different  waters  : 
The  Annan.— No  sport  is  being  had  in  the  Annan  or  its 
tributaries  this  week.  The  river  is  down  at  a  summer 
level,  and  too  low  and  clear  even  for  the  smallest  salmon 
fly.  Two  or  three  fish  are  in  the  higher  pools,  but  no 
angler  has  tried  to  lure  anything  larger  than  a  herling  or 
sta  trout.  In  the  Northfield  stream  Mr.  Thomson  had  a 
brace  of  herling  on  Monday  with  fly,  and  last  week-end  he 
had  two  or  three  in  the  same  water.    Very  few  rods  have 

been  out  on  the  middle  and  upper  reaches.    The  Nith.  

There  is  no  sport  at  present  during  the  daytime.  A 
number  of  anglers  have  had  a  trout  or  two  by  fiehing  in 
moonlight  with  fly.    Salmon  have  not  yet  commenced  to 
migrate  from  the  Solway.    The  Cluden  ard  Cairn  are  very 
low,  and  little  is  doing.    The  Galloway  Rivers  —These 
rivers  were  in  fair  order  last  week-end,  and  moderate 
sport  was  had.   Messrs.  Martin,  Hexham  House,  were 
reported    as    having    good    sport    on   the   Ken  of 
Galloway  last  week  with  fly.    They  were  most  success- 
ful  in  the  higher  waters  above  Dairy,  and  secured 
trout  of  from   J^lb.  to  Jib.  each.    They  also  fished 
for  pike  on  Loch  Ken,  at  New  Galloway,  and  killed  two 
large  ones,  though  the  weights  were  not  reported.    In  the 
middle  reaches  a  local  angler  had  a  fair  basket  of  yellow 
trout  below  Earlston  Falls.   Angling  is  at  a  standstill  on 
the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and 
the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie.    Nothing  is  likely  to  be  done  in 
this  part  of  the  country  until  the  rivers  are  fresh  eoed  up 
with  rain.    Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers. — The  fine 
weather  has  caused  yellow  trout  on  the  lochs  to  rise  more 
freely  to  the  fly,  and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  Messrs. 
Gammell,  McLelland,  and  Muir  were  out  from  the  Black 
Bull  Hotel  on  Loch  Doon  on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  and 
killed  sixty-seven  yellow  trout  and  three  char.  At  another 
outing,  the  same  party,  thirty-nine  ytlbw  trout.    A  few 
rods  have  fished  the  Ayr  above  Stairbridge,  hut  not 
much    has    been    done.  ,  In   the    neigtbourhood  of 
Glengarnoch    the    streams    are   now    too    low  and 
clear  for   sport,  and   only   a   few   trout   have  been 
caught.    There  are  no  reports  from  the  Girvan  district. 
Solway,  Derwent,    Cocker,  &c  — These  rivers  are 
getting  low  and  clear,  yet  an  odd  salmon  or  two  have  been 
caught,  besides  a  few  sea  trout.    In  the  Cockermouth 
portion  Mr.  W.  Reynolds  killed  a  small  salmon  of  5lb.  in 
the  Cradles  Pool  with  small  fly.   A  fresh  would  cause  fish 
to  run  and  distribute  themselves  over  the  different  reaches. 
When  the  waters  are  low  the  fish  gatherincartain  pools, and 
soon  fall  to  the  poachers'  nets.    In  the  Broughton  portion, 
last  week,  Mr.  Jas.  Newman  killed  a  salmon  of  81b.  Mr! 
Bonoh,  a  visitor  with  Capt.  Paynter,  Cockermouth,  took 
one  salmon  of  101b.    Mr.  Haig,  Moresby  Park,  landed  one 
of  141b.    Mr.  J.  W.  Herbert,  Little  Brouahton,  killed 
one  of  16Jlb.    Mr.  Thos.  Ralph  took  two,  of  91b.  and  131b. 
Mr.  Geo.  Stephenson,  one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Tunnstall 
had  a  fine  one  of  18lb.    Quite  a  number  of  sea  trout 
have  fallen  to  the  rods.    Mr.  W.  Wallas,  Wigton,  hooked 
and  lost  a  salmon  last  week.    The  Cocker,  Ehen,  Irt, 
and  other  district  waters  are  very  low  and  clear,  and 
there  is  nothina  to  report  — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  River  Tay  during  the  past  week  has  been  in 
good  fishing  order,  and  fair  sport  has  been  got.  On  Friday 
the  weather  was  very  showery,  and  the  river  came  out 
about  a  foot.  To-day  the  river  is  rather  low  for  fishiag. 
The  following  are  a  note  of  the  fish  killed :  Islamouth 
Beat. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Aug  iS,  Lord  Blythswocd 
had  one  arilse  of  61b.  ;  and  on  4th  inst.,  two  salmon,  451b. 
Upper  Cargill  Beat.— Mr.  Mowat,  fishing  this  water 
for  Mr.  J.  F.  Pullar  on  Aug.  24,  had  one  salmon  ISlb.,  and 
one  grilse  91b.  Upper  Stobhall.— On  Aug.  27,  Major 
Chichester  and  Capt.  Campbell  landed  two  salmon,  of 
241b.  and  14ilb.,  and  three  grilse,  of  61b.,  61b  ,  and  olb. ; 
on  Aug.  29,  Mr.  A.  Coats  and  Major  Chichester  caught 
five  grilse,  of  9.b.,  8}  b.,  81b,  71b.,  and  71b.;  on  Sapt.  3 
Mf  ssrs.  A.  and  13.  Coats  killed  two  silmon,  of  211b.  and 
181b  ,  and  two  gr  hi,  of  8ilb.  and  Sib.  Lower  Stoishall 
Beat.— On  Aug.  27,  Mr.  Murray,  fishing  this  b^at,  landed 
two  grilse,  of  61b.  and  71b. ;  on  Aug.  30,  Messrs.  W.  and 
D.  Coats  caugh'  two  grilse,  of  91b.  and  61b. ;  on  Aug  30, 
Mr.  P.  C  ats  killed  one  salmon  of  241b  ;  on  Sept.  1, 
Messrs.  A.  and  G.  H.  Coats  landed  three  grilse,  of  9Jlb., 
91b.,  and  61b  ;  and  on  Sept.  4,  Messrs.  A.  ar  d  J.  Coate 
had  one  salmon  of  16Jlb.,  and  one  grilse,  71b.  Btrx. 
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MOUTH  Beat.— Fishing  this  bept  on  Aug.  29,  Mr.  C.  T. 
Part  killed  one  grilse  of  Sib.  r  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Hutchison 
had  one  grilse  of  lOJlb. ;  -  3rd  iost.,  Mr.  G.  W. 

Wolff,  M.P.,  one  salmon '  Jppee  Stanley  Beat.— 

Mr.  W.  Herring,  Lo-  jning  this  beat  on  Aug.  28, 
landed  one  salmon  i^'  ,  .>n  30th.  one  salmon  of  171b. ;  and 
on  Sept.  4,  one  •  of  171b.    Lower  Stanley  Beat. 

— Fishing  tb-'  -  bsrf<-  on  Aug.  27,  Mr.  Herring  landed  one 
salmon  of  '  "  •■  .nd  on  Aug.  29,  one  grilse  of  5Ib. ;  and 
on  Sep*  .  Mowat  killed  one  grilse  of  71b.  Benchill 

Beat.-  jing  on  this  beat  on  Aua.  28,  Mr.  Ronald 
Murray  landed  two  grilse  61b.  each.  Upper  Redgorton 
Beat. — Mr.  W.  Coats,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  3,  caught 
one  of  salmon  211b.  Lower  Redgorton  Beat. — Fishing 
this  beat  on  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Kerr  landed  one  grilse  of  6Jlb., 
and  on  Sept.  1  another  grilse  of  61b.  From  Aug.  1  up 
till  now  Mr.  Coats,  Battlely,  has  been  successful  in 
landing  fifty  fish.  Several  fish  have  been  got  on  the  free 
water  at  Perth  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Nicol.  Shore, 
landed  three  grilse ;  Mr.  Burns,  one  srrilse  of  6Jlb. ;  and 
Mr.  W.  McNiool,  one  salmon  of  241b.  and  one  grilse  of 
61b.    [Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  weak.  J 

Sept.  12. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  mild, 
■with  bright  sunshine  almost  every  day.  The  river  at 
present  is  very  lew,  and  few  fish  are  bejng  got.  There  are 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  but  a  4ft.  spate  is  required  to 
enable  the  fish  in  the  lower  reaches  to  get  up,  before  good 
sport  can  be  expected.  The  followicg  are  the  takes  during 
the  past  week.  Islamouth  Beat. — Fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  8,  Lord  Blythswood  caught  one  grilse  of  51b.  ;  and 
Col.  Duthie,  one  grilse  of  51b.  Upper  Cargill  Beat. — 
Mr.  Horace  Hutchison,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  10, 
landed  one  grilse  of  7ib.  Lower  Cargill  Beat. — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  5,  Mr.  Hutchison  killed  a  salmon 
of  181b,  Upper  Stobhall  Beat. — Messrs.  J.  and  D. 
Coats,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  5,  had  two  salmon,  of 
161b.  and  131b. ;  on  S«pt.  10,  Archd.  Coats  landed  a  salmon 
of  141b. ;  and  on  Sept.  11  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Bedford  had  a  sea  trout.  Lower  Stobhall  Beat. — 
On  Sept.  8.  Messrs.  Archd.  and  J.  Coats  killed  two  salmon, 
weighing  211b.  and  17Jlb. ;  and  on  Sept.  10  Mr.  C. 
Murray,  one  grilse  of  61b.  Burnmouth  Beat. — Pishing 
this  water  on  Sept.  10,  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  landedagrilse 
of  71b.  Upper  Stanley  Beat. — Mr.  W.  Herring,  fish- 
ing this  beat  on  Sept.  6,  had  one  grilse  of  71b. ;  and  on 
Sept.  11  Messrs.  Herring  and  Prichard  caught  one  salmon 
of  181b.  Lower  Stanley  Beat  was  fished  by  Messrs. 
Herring  and  Prichard,  but  yielded  no  sport.  Benchill 
Water.— Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  8,  Lord  Warwick 
and  Mr.  Kennedy  landed  one  grilse  of  7ilb.,  and  Mr. 
Williams  one  of  71b. ;  on  Sept.  11,  Lord  Warwick  had  a 
grilse  of  61b.  Redgorton  water  has  not  been  fished 
during  the  past  week.  On  Scone  Palace  Water,  from 
"the  hole  "  at  the  Woody  Island,  Mr.  McNicol  landed  a 
fine  salmon  of  18Jlb.  on  Sept.  10  ;  and  on  same  day,  from 
the  same  pool,  Mr.  Burns  had  one  of  161b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
Beautiful  weather  has  prevailed  on  Tweedside  during  the 
past  week — a  slight  shower  now  and  again  helping  to  keep 
down  the  dust.  As  a  consequence  the  rivers  have  been 
running  low,  and  there  has  not  been  much  sport  this 
week.  Of  those  who  have  got  takes  of  trout  may  be  men- 
tioned Mr.  George  Thompson,  on  Tweed,  101b.,  with 
worm  and  fly  in  one  day's  fishing;  Mr.  James  Anderson, 
41b.,  with  worm.  On  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Jas,  Affleck,  tailor 
and  clothier,  Heiton,  has  had  two  takes  of  61b.  and  4Jlb., 
all  with  worm.  Many  other  smaller  baskets  have  been 
got  on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  in  the  Kelso  district.  On 
the  tributary  streams  sport  has  also  been  fairly  good.  On 
Wednesday  last,  on  Capehope  Burn,  a  basket  ot  101b.  was 
killed  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Moscrip,  Morebattle,  one  of  which 
weighed  lib.  7cz,  and  one  other  lib.,  which,  on  being 
landed,  was  found  to  have  a  decayed  trout  of  about  7in. 
in  his  gullet.  All  these  trout  were  got  with  minnow.  Mr. 
F.  Stephani,  Kelso,  on  the  Teviot,  had  a  61b.  pike  last 
week,  and  this  week  he  lost  two  by  his  traces  breaking. 
Salmon  angling  has  been  fairly  good,  and  the  following 
takes  wUl  give  an  idea  of  the  sport  had  on  the  Tweed  : 
On  the  upper  Floors  water,  Mr.  Wooley  had  two  salmon 
and  one  grilse ;  on  the  following  day  he  had  three  grilse 
and  two  salmon;  Mr.  Ley,  on  the  same  water,  has  had 
three  fish — two  grilse  and  one  salmon ;  and  on  Monday 
Mr.  Wooley  again  had  one  salmon.  The  following  are  the 
returns  from  the  other  waters:  At  Hendersyde,  on 
Thursday,  Sir  Richard  Waldie-Griffith  caught  a  141b. 
salmon.  Excellent  sport  viaa  obtained  on  the  Birgham 
and  Carham  waters,  over  twenty  salmon  and  grilse  having 
been  taken  in  four  days'  fishing  before  the  end  of  August. 
On  Tuesday,  last  week,  the  Hon.  Walter  Scott,  on  the 
Weil  stream  and  the  Dub,  caught  three  salmon,  121b., 
141b.,  and  161b..  and  two  grilse,  of  5ilb.  and  61b.  On 
Wednesday  the  Hon  Mrs.  Scott,  on  the  Weil  Stream,  had 
two  salmon,  of  111b.  and  171b.  On  Thursday  Master 
James  Scott,  a  youn?  but  expert  angler,  caught 
three  grilse,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  and  7ilb.,  on  the  Weil 
and  Paget  streams  j  and  on  the  lower  water  the 
Hon.  H.  Scott  had  a  salmon  of  141b.  and  a  grilse 
of  5ilb.  The  best  day's  fishing  this  season,  so  far  as 
reported,  and  the  best  on  Tweed  for  some  years  past  so 
early  in  the  season,  was  secured  by  Master  Jim  Scott  on 
the  Dub  and  the  Weil  and  Paget  streams.  He  caught 
nine  fish,  three  salmon,  81b.,  121b.,  and  14lb.,  and  six 
grilse,  61b.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On  Monday, 
Major  Pennyman  caught  one  salmon  and  two  grilse, 
weighing  respaotively  121b.,  4Jlb.,  and  41b. ;  and  the  Hon. 
Walter  Scott  had  a  salmon  of  121b.  Yesterday  (Tuesday), 
Major  Pennvman  caught  a  201b.  salmon.  In  the  Teviot, 
above  the  Kirk  Hole,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Walter  Halliday, 
Castlegate.  Jedburgh,  killed  a  fine  grilse  of  about  51b. 
SUver  Doctor  was  the  successful  lure.  On  the  Makerstoun 
water,  Mr.  Hugh  Scott  Makdougall  caught  ten  aalmon 
and  grilse  in  four  days'  fishing  ;  on  Monday,  three 
salmon,  71b.,  5 Jib,,  and  61b.,  and  two  grilse,  41b.  and 


2|lb.  ;  on  Tuesday,  two  salmon,  131b.  and  71b. ;  on 
Thursday,  two  silmon,  121b.  and  7Jlb. ;  and  on  Friday, 
one  of  81b. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — It  would  seem  as  if  summer  had  come  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  as  dryer  weather  and  a  higher  temperature 
are  being  experienced  all  over  the  north  of  Ireland  than  at 
any  time  during  the  present  angling  season.  This  has 
caused  the  river  to  have  run  off  all  the  water  that  was 
accumulated  in  Lough  Neagh  by  the  late  floods,  and 
reduced  it  to  summer  level.  As  the  water  has  long  since 
been  cleared  of  all  impurities  and  the  reaches  well  stocked 
with  salmon  that  have  taken  up  their  temporary  resting- 
places  near  the  mouths  of  the  small  breeding  tributaries, 
which  they  will  not  ascend  before  the  end  of  November, 
it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  aog'ers  if  good  sport  is  not  had 
for  what  is  yet  to  come  of  September.  On  each  of  the 
sections  a  few  salmon  and  grilse  have  been  taken  during 
the  past  week.  On  the  Caronroe  reach,  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson 
had  four  from  6Jlb.  to  101b.;  Mr.  G.  Nagle,  three,  91b,, 
101b.,  and  101b.  ;  Col.  Delacherois,  one,  141b.  Mr.  F. 
Dawson  had  four  on  the  Kilrea  reach,  61b.,  81b.,  91b.,  and 
one,  the  largest  taken  on  the  river  for  the  season,  31Jlb. 
On  the  Portglenone  section.  Mr.  Hunt,  Liverpool,  landed 
two  fish,  4|lb.  and  8^1b. ;  Mr.  J.  Duncan,  two,  61b.  and 
81b  —Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  Dams  are  in  fine  order, 
but  trout  are  rather  inclined  to  bottom  feeding.  Mr. 
S.  G.  Taylor  killed  several  trout  up  to  21b.  on  Woodburn, 
and  some  other  anglers  had  success.  The  Lagan,  Clady, 
Sixmile,  Maine.  Crossgar,  and  several  other  local  rivers 
are  rather  low  for  trouting.  An  odd  salmon  was  killed  on 
the  Maine.  Rain  is  required  at  once  to  put  the  rivers  in 
trim.  The  Clady  and  Sixmile  close  on  the  last  day  of  this 
month. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Biivers. — Sport  has  been  of  a  very  dull  descrip- 
tion.—T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  nets  beiog  oif  there  is  an 
improvement  in  angling,  and  the  stock  of  salmon  is  larger. 
The  month  of  August  was  a  poor  one,  and  September 
will  scarcely  come  up  to  the  average  of  other  seasons. 
Some  salmon  were  killed  on  Clare-Galway  and  Spiddil 
rivers  since  last  notes.  The  season  closes  on  the  Corrib 
on  the  15th  proximo. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Bivexs.— The  Ballinderry  is  out  of 
condition,  requiring  a  flood  to  raise  it  into  order.  The 
season  has  been  one  of  the  worst  for  years,  both  for  takes 
and  individual  fish.  Before  the  month  of  October  was 
taken  off,  that  part  was  the  very  best  of  the  season,  as 
lake  trout  up  to  101b.  were  often  taken  on  the  sections 
about  Coagh.  Some  half  dozen  salmon  were  killed  this 
season,  although  there  are  plenty  of  them  in  the  river. 
From  the  Blackwater  there  is  nothing  special  to  report, 
it  also  being  out  of  trouticg  eondition. — J.  A.  B. 

Bme  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Very  bright 
weather  continued  during  all  the  past  week,  and  con- 
sequently sport  was  rather  poor.  There  were  only  a  few 
rods  fishing,  Mr.  A.  M.  Munn  being  the  most  successful, 
landing  two  good  silmon  of  16ib.  and  151b.  The  river 
continues  in  splendid  fishing  older,  and  as  soon  as  we  get 
some  darker  weather  good  sport  will  be  had,  as  there  is 
plenty  of  salmon  in  all  the  pools  on  the  liver.  The  Dake 
of  Montrose  caught  several  nice  sea  trout  below  the  falls 
at  Ballyshannon  on  11th  inst.  Weather  continues  calm 
and  bright  at  time  of  writing. — M,  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  very  poor  in  all 
departments. — T.  J.  D. 

Ei'larney, — Owing  to  sultry  and  bright  weather, 
sport  has  been  poor  in  all  departments. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiougli  Cnrrane.  —  Sport  still  continues  slack.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Iiongfh  Melvln.— Mr.  G.  CuUen  took  a  fine  trout 
{Salmo  feroj;)  weighing  6|lb.  on  Sept.  7.  Trouting  with 
the  fiy  wag  not  a  success  during  the  daytime  owing  to  the 
bright  weather,  bat  a  number  of  fine_  giUaroo  trout  and 
brown  trout  were  taken  trolling  weighing  from  lib.  to 
l|lb.  Mr.  J.  H.  Kitchen  and  Mr.  E.  Hill  took  nineteen 
trout,  chiefly  gillaroos,  two  of  them  weighing  Ijlb.,  IJlb., 
and  four  lib.  each.  Mr.  J.  Kane  and  Mr.  A.  Mullen 
took  several  gillaroo  trout  during  the  evenings  of  the  past 
week.  Trout  taken  with  the  fly  was  mostly  caught  in  the 
late  evenings. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone)^— The 
Mourne  has  run  low  and  clear,  and  this,  combined  with 
bright  sunny  weather  and  chilly  nights,  has  caused  a 
great  falliog  off  in  salmon  fishing.  There  is  plenty  of 
salmon  about  these  sections,  and  white  trout  are  apparently 
plentiful.  A  couple  of  days'  rain  is  required  to  liven 
things  up  a  bit,  or  the  season  will  end  up  badly  ;  as  it  is,  it 
will  scarcely  reach  the  average.  Brown  trouting  is 
practically  over,  though  some  good  baskets  are  yet  being 
made  on  the  neighbouring  streams,  Finn,  Derg,  Glenelly, 
&c.  The  ealmon  lately  taken  in  the  Mourne  are  in  prime 
condition,  incontestable  evidence  for  the  extension  of  the 
open  period,  which  comes  to  a  close  on  Oct.  10. — J.  A,  B. 

Moy,  Longflis  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Majo). — Sport  poor,  owing  to  the  fine  weather.  Mr. 
Carrylon,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.  ;  Mrs.  Pope,  three  grilse, 
171b. ;  Mr.  Davis,  two  grilse,  131b.  Major  Ormsby,  Mr. 
Ormsby,  Mr.  Atkinson,  and  Mr.  Mocson  are  getting  daily 
from  eight  to  twenty-five  sea  trout  (largest  4Jlb.).  Trout 
fishing  on  the  loughs  poor.  Mr.  Warron  killed  thirty 
pike  in  twelve  days  (largest  251b.)  j  Mr.  White,  in  twelve 
days,  killed  thirty-six  pike  (largest  141b  ).  Good  sport 
spooling  down  the  lower  part  of  the  river. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Bosses  {DvmgJoe,  co.  Donesfal).- In  the  past 
week  sea  trout  fishiog  was  excellent  on  the  lakes  of  the 
Rosses,  including  Dungloe,  Tully,  Meenmore.  Mesnleck- 
nalore,  Owenamarra,  and  Loughanure.  Mr.  Lucas  killed 
a  beautiful  61b.  white  trout  on  Tully  Lake ;  and  Dr. 
Hobs9n  had  one  Qf  3^1b,  on  Dviogloe  Lake.  There  is  a 


fair  head  of  salmon  in  Crolly  river.   The  lakes  are  in 
grand  condition  for  the  fly. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Iiakes  (Waterville).— Sport  has  been  fair 
on  a  few  days,  but,  generally  speaking,  very  backward. — 
T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  continue  to  give  sport,  but 
other  fish  usually  taken  at  this  time  have  given  but  poor 
sport.    The  late  evenings  are  the  best  times  for  fishing, 
as  tbe  weather  is  now  very  hot  and  bright  up  to  about  - 
6  p.m.  each  day. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballyotton. — Sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  usual  at 
this  station,  but  is  improving  at  time  of  writing,  and  will 
probably  be  good  during  the  next  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Generally  speaking,  sport  has  not  been 
good  here  last  week  in  any  department  of  sea  angling. 
The  prospects,  however,  are  better  at  time  of  writing,  as 
the  weather  and  water  conditions  are  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— Numbers  of  boat  anglers  off  daily.  Sea 
calm ;  wind,  north-easterly.  Chief  catches,  pout,  whiting, 
and  flatfish.  Sea  much  clearer  than  during  last  week,  so 
takes  are  not  so  good. — H. 

Castletown  (oo.  Cork).— Not  many  anglers  were 
out  last  week,  and  sport  was  not  good  as  usual  at  this 
time.  Matters  are  improving,  however,  at  time  of 
writing.— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  ^Co.  Kerr jr).— Sport  has  been  pretty 
good,  especially  in  the  direction  of  Coomaoonclane.  On 
one  day  four  anglers  had  137  fish,  principally  gurnard  and 
whiting.    Mackerel  are  very  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Splendid  sport  has  been  obtained  lately  in  the 
bay.  The  whiting  run  a  very  fair  size,  also  some  fine  dabs 
have  been  landed.  On  Saturday,  Messrs.  Jacob  and 
Chermside,  three  score  fifteen  whiting,  dabs,  and  pout ; 
Messrs.  Campbell,  six  score.  Sunday,  myself,  with  Messrs. 
Grube,  Hills,  and  Master  Bjson,  nine  score  sixteen ; 
and  Mr.  Grube's  take  to  his  own  rod,  five  score  eighteen 
whiting,  dabs,  and  pout ;  Mr.  Vaughn,  with  Billy  Baker, 
six  score  ;  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Pi  ior,  with  Norris,  eight 
score  ;  Mr.  Jacob  and  friend,  with  J.  Marsh,  six  score  five. 
Monday,  Messrs.  Wickham  and  Burgess,  ten  and  a  half 
score  whiting  and  dabs  ;  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Prior, 
eight  score.  Tuesday,  wind  north-east,  moderate ;  sea 
rather  choppy ;  nothing  done  to-day.  Wednesday,  finer 
weather ;  and  being  regatta  day,  the  boatmen  generally 
taking  some  part  in  tbe  races,  no  boats  out.  However, 
myself  and  two  gentlemen  put  out  in  the  a^ernoon 
and  landed  four  score  mixtures. — Edward  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S  ),  Kenwyn,  North  Parade. 

Dingle. — Sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation,  though 
in  the  late  evening  some  fair  takes  of  various  fish  were 
had.  The  outlook  for  the  next  few  days  is  better. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Fowey  (Cornwall).  —  Boat  angling  continues  to 
afford  any  amount  of  sport  with  bream  and  whiting 
pollack.  The  pollack  run  large,  and  Thomas  Grose  (not 
Groves,  as  in  your  last  week's  issue),  boatman,  continues 
to  make  heavy  citohes. — H. 

Hastings. — Fishing  is  still  good  here,  and  improving 
as  far  as  boat  angling  is  concerned.  Mr.  Potter  (B.S.A.S.) 
was  out  with  Tom  Streeter  a  few  days  ago,  and  got  four 
and  a  half  score  of  good  whiting  and  flat  fish.  Dr.  Travers, 
out  with  Taught,  also  had  seven  score.  Plenty  of  prawns 
about,  anyone  fairly  industrious  can  get  300  or  400  at  a 
tide.  A  visitor,  prawning  on  the  Castle  Rocks  on  the  lltb, 
captured  a  fine  conger,  which  had  got  left  in  a  good-sized 
pool,  and  after  considerable  attention  from  its  captor's 
prawn  pole  it  was  secured,  its  length  4|ft.,  weight  9^1b. 
A  few  codling  about.  Pier  fishers  doing  fairly  well.— 
H.  D. 

Margate.  —  Splendid  sport  has  been  had  amongst 
codling,  pouting,  and  whiting.  Some  fine  bass  have  been 
taken  with  the  fly.  Some  good  grey  mullet  were  had 
under  the  jetty. 

Plymouth.— We  have  been  having  a  varied  lot  of  fish 
during  the  week.  The  mackerel  are  still  at  the  bottom, 
and  are  also  taken  whiiSng.  Mr.  Hore,  a  gentleman  fond  of 
fishing,  hooked  a  very  large  octopus  at  the  back  of  Drake's 
Island.  He  was  fishing  for  conger,  and  the  fish  took  the 
bait.  On  hauling  it  up  it  seized  the  bottom  of  the  boat 
with  its  tentacles  and  held  on  like  grim  death.  He  tried 
to  haul  it  off,  but  was  afraid  of  breaking  the  snood  away, 
so  he  cut  the  hock  out  with  a  knife.  The  creature  spouted 
water  at  him  and  dropped  again  to  the  bottom.  I  have 
also  heard  of  another  large  one  that  was  taken  off  Batten 
Pier.  There  is  no  doubt  that  an  octopus  could  drown  a 
body  in  the  water,  especially  if  it  caught  hold  of  a  rook  or 
weed  with  a  few  of  its  tentacles  and  the  floating  body  with 
the  rest.  They  have  eight  of  these  arms  to  manipulate 
with.  I  have  one  preserved  in  spirit  (which  I  should  be 
very  pleased  to  show  to  any  of  your  readers)  that 
was  caught  in  the  ladies'  bathing  place.  The  arms  are 
3ft.  long  each,  and  the  number  of  suckers  on  each 
eight  arms  are  2000 ;  and  they  cause  great  pain  when 
attached  to  the  skin,  in  fact  they  wUl  draw  blood.  I 
remember  in  1883  seeing  a  preserved  specimen  at 
the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  the  arms  of  which  were  24ft. 
long.  I  do  not  know  where  it  was  caught,  but  it  was  in 
the  United  States  section.  One  of  my  boatmen,  fishing 
in  Jenny  Cliff  Bay  for  mackerel,  caught  a  fine  dory,  about 
4Jlb.  weight ;  several  of  these  fish  have  baen  taken  during 
tbe  week.  I  have  jast  heard  that  bass  have  been  giving 
good  sport  in  the  Hamoaze;  on  Thursday  night  ninety- 
eight  were  taken  by  five  rods,  and  on  Friday,  forty-eight. 
My  daughter  and  a  few  friends,  out  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
this  morning  early,  had  between  foar  and  five  dozen  large 
pouting.— William  Heardbr  (B.S.A.S.) 

Scarboiough. — Boat  angling  in  the  bay  continues 
good.    Whiting,  dabs,  gurnard,  &c. — H. 

Valeutia. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack,  but 
generally  dull  at  other  fish,  since  last  report.  The 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  much  improved,  as  the 
weather  ie  now  more  favonrabie,— T,  J.  D, 
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Waterville.— Sport  has  not  l38en  good  since  last 
report,  though  fair  sport  was  bad  occasioDally  at  pollack 
and  whiting.  The  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  far 
better.— T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^xxtmes. 

September  16.  ' 

Albion  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

AUason  United :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Prize  onting. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  on  the  Arun. 

Bertnondsey  Brothers :  Match. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  onting. 

Canning  Town  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Guildford. 

Clifton  :  Outing  to  Tonbridge. 

Cobden  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

Cosy  :  Outing  to  Paddock  Wood. 

Earlsfield  :  Match  at  Esher. 

East  Dulwich  :  Outina  to  Pnlborough. 

Harcourt :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Harlesdtn:  Match  at  Cowley. 

Highbury  :  Outing  to  Huntingdon. 

Junior  Piecatorials :  Roving  match. 

North-Bast  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Onting  at  Harlow. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Weybridge. 

Phoenix  :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 

Royal  Oak  :  Match  at  Waltham. 

West  Green :  Annual  dinner  and  outing. 

White  Hart :  Prize  outing. 

Woking :  Prize  onting. 

Woolwich  Inviota :  Cup  competition, 

Woking :  Prize  outing. 

Ye  Olde  Clanham  Rovers  :  Match  at  Woking. 
September  17. 

Anglers'  Association:  Delegate  meeting. 
September  20. 

Cobden  :  Concert. 

Royal  George :  Visit. 


8«pt. 


Oct. 


23. — Abarcorn  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 

23. — Brunswick  Brothers :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

23. — Clissold :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

23.— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Rickmansworth. 

23. — Hoxton  Brothers :  Match  at  Harlow. 

23. — Leytonstone  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

23. — Walthamstow  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

25. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Concert  and  visit. 

27.— Oglander  :  Onting  to  Broxbourne. 

30. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

30. — Brompton  :  Supper  match. 

30.— Colling  wood  :  Monthly  prize  outing. 

30. — Crown  and  Buckland :  Match  at  Richmond. 

30. — Dalston  :  Prize  outing. 

30.— Dibdin  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

30. — Islington  Brothers  :  Match  in  the  Stort. 

30. — Jubilee  :  Match  at  Denham. 

1.— Dibdin  :  Visit. 

7.— Elgin  ;  Match  at  Windsor. 

7.— Golden  Barbel :  Onting  to  Aahurst. 

7. — Stockwell :  Prize  onting. 


i^ep0tts  fxm  Clubs 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsdajr 
Evenine.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marlced  "  Club 
Ebport  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden 
Laae,  Barbican,  E.G.- The  monthly  delegate  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Sept.  17,  at  8.30  p.m.  The 
sanction  of  the  meeting  will  be  required  to  enable  the 
talaries  and  rents  for  the  September  quarter  to  be  paid. 
Will  secretaries  of  societies  please  note  that  the  three 
months'  grace  allowed  for  the  payment  of,  or  the  return 
of,  privilege  tickets  in  a  number  of  cases  expires  on 
Sept.  16  ?— R.  G.  WooDBDFF,  Secretary. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List.— On  Monday  last  I  attended  the  Islington  Brothers 
A.8.,  and  there  were  seven  clubs  represented.  Plenty  of 
talent.  The  A.B.  box  was  patronised.  My  next  visit, 
with  date,  will  be  duly  notified  in  Fishing  Gazette.— Beth 
Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Committee  Rooms, 
Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  Hill. — 
Thames  Competition.— Officers  and  committee  elected ; 
further  conditions  next  issue. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  —  Several  members 
have  been  out,  but  only  Messrs.  McEachan,  Painter,  and 
Stuckey  returned  with  barbel,  bream,  and  roach.  We 
fish  a  match  on  Sept.  23  at  Shepperton  (living),  all  to 
start  by  8  3  from  Clapham  Junction,  and  return  by  7.55 
from  Shepperton.  We  have  nominated  another  new 
member.— Alf.  Painter. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral  Blake, 
Ladbroke-grove,  W.— Several  members  were  out  Sept.  9, 
but  the  show  was  not  very  good.  Mr.  W.  Bioknell 
weighed-in  a  fine  tench.  All  members  should  attend  on 
Monday  next  to  arrange  for  match.  All  members  must 
clear  books  before  fishing  in  match. — H,  Langton. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
JTrampton  Anns,  Well-street.  Hackney.— On  Sept.  9 
BBOtaer  fair  ghow  of  fiah  was  seen  oa  our  trays,  consider- 


ing  the  fact  that  only  a  few  of  our  members  were  out. 
Roach  were  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  C.  Bunyon,  Osborne, 
and  Buxton.  Mr.  Buxton  also  weighed-in  31b.  lOoz.  of 
bream  ;  Mr.  Inkeraole,  perch ;  and  Mr.  J.  Jones  a  tench  of 
lib.  ll|oz.  We  have  a  peg-down  match  at  St.  Margaret's 
on  Sept.  16.  Further  arrangements  for  the  match  were 
made  at  last  Wednesday's  meeting,  and  the  list  of  prizes 
added  to,  so  that  there  are  now  four  money  prizes  and  a 
silver  medal  or  watch  for  the  best  fish  of  the  day,  given  by 
our  host  and  fellow  member,  Mr.  Gibson. — Alf.  Fenton. 

AUason  United  Brotkera  Angling  bauiev^, 
Duke  nf  Sussex  Hotel.  Uzbridge-street,  Netting  Hill 
Gate,  W. — On  Sept.  12  the  usual  club  business  was 
transacted,  correspondence  was  read,  and  a  new  member 
elected,  viz  ,  R.  H.  Barbey.  The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  7:  Messrs.  Sheppard,  31b..  roach;  Prouter,  jack; 
Leslie,  roach;  Sprnles,  roach  and  dace ;  G.  Barlow,  out 
with  Otter  Hone,  threei  barbel,  largest  fish  61b.  SJoz. 
Ben  Abrahams,  out  on  Wedoesday,  had  three  email  jack 
weighing  151b.  7oz..  largest  61b.  5oz. ;  also  three  nice  eels, 
largest  l^lb.  We  fith  our  second  match  for  the  challenge 
cup  on  Sept.  16  at  A. A.  waters,  Uxbridge.  Same 
conditions  as  per  first  match.  Start  by  G.W.R.  (Padding- 
ton  or  Westbourne  Park)  on  the  morning.  Cease  and 
start  fishing  by  signal  from — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Societj^.  Ooaon  ana  Uorses,  Pott?- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Sept.  9  several 
members  were  out,  but  Mr.  Drew  was  the  only  one  to 
weigh-in  with  perch. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angliugf  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square. — Our  outiag  to  Burnt  Mill 
has  been  rescinded,  but  we  fish  the  outing  Sept.  30,  from 
Rye  House  to  St.  Margaret's.  Some  grand  shows  of  fish 
were  on  view  on  Sept.  9.  A  splendid  silver  cup  will 
be  given  annually  to  be  fished  for  by  the  members  as  a 
championship  prize.  Any  gentlemen  wanting  to  join  a 
good  old  society  of  jolly  good  fellows,  now  is  their  time.— 
G.  Haynes, 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.  —  On  Sept.  9  several 
members  fis'ued  at  Amberley,  when  only  two  had  fish  : 
Mr.  Townley,  first;  Mr.  Jerrold,  second.  Mr.  T.  Fair- 
elcugh  had  a  fine  show  of  roach.  I  should  like  to  see 
members  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  another 
outing. — J.  R, 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Olerkeawell. — 
On  Sept.  9  our  annual  dinner  took  place  at  the  Arun 
Hotel,  Pulborough,  to  which  a  good  muster  of  members 
and  friends  sat  down.  After  the  tables  were  cleared,  and 
toasts  drank  to  the  success  of  the  club  and  our  worthy 
host,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  also  passed  to  Mr.  Simpson, 
host  cf  the  Arun  Hotel,  for  the  handsome  manner  in  which 
he  catered  for  us.  Our  next  outing,  for  four  prizes,  takes 
place  on  Sept.  16. — A.  Cripps. 

Battersea  Friea.di>  Augrling  S«toletr'  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Sept.  9  Mr.  G.  Smeed 
weighed-in  tench  and  perch.  Our  next  match  will  take 
placa  on  Sept.  16,  in  the  river  Arun  ;  bank  only ;  all  to  go 
down  on  the  morniug ;  four  prizes.  The  report  of  the 
delpgates  who  attended  the  Stockwell  A  S.,  wich  respect 
to  friendly  match,  was  well  received.  Mr.  Holliday  was 
nominated  as  a  ner?  member.  A  general  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Sept.  25  for  the  election  of  cftioers  and  to  hear 
the  balanci-sheet  read.  Members  are  requested  to  attend. 
— A.  Dejonge. 

Bezmondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
paok,  Bermondsey-street. — Mr.  J.  Martin  and  Mr.  Spider 
were  the  only  members  to  weigh-ih  on  the  9th.  Mr.  J. 
Martin  again  weighed-in  16Jlb.  of  bream  on  the  12th.  The 
members  will  fish  a  competition  on  the  16th  for  their 
September  series  of  prizes.  Conditions,  to  bock  to  and 
return  from  Reading  Station.  Optional  to  leave  London 
or  Saturday  night. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blaok&iars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.B.— On  Sept.  9  our  prize  outing  at 
Woking  turned  out  a  success,  twenty-three  members 
taking  part.  Messrs.  W.  Stone,  first ;  J.  Smith,  second ; 
W.  Farmer,  third;  Kobelt,  fourth;  G.  Howard,  fifth. 
Several  gentlemen  were  proposed  and  elected  as  members 
(honorary  and  working),  Messrs.  G.  Etherington,Williams, 
Cripps,  and  E.  H.  Watts. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Sept.  9  Mr.  F.  S. 
Pavett  weighed-in  bream,  perch,  and  roach,  121b.  lOoz. 
(one  perch  weighing  lib.  7oz.) ;  Mr.  J.  Siuclair,  roach 
and  daee  ;  Mr.  J.  Drew,  percti  and  roach ;  and  Mr. 
R.  Lummes,  roach.  On  Sept.  12  Mr.  J.  Neale 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker  weighed-in  perch.  It  is 
with  deep  regret  I  have  to  announce  the  death  cf  one  of 
our  honorary  membars  (Mr.  T.  Kenner),  who  passed  away 
on  Sept.  11,  after  a  few  days'  illness. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road.  —  Some  important  business  was  transacted 
at  our  last  meeting,  and  final  arrangements  made  for  the 
competition  at  EUesmere  on  the  20th  inst.,  three  good 
prizes  being  offered  for  same,  members  going  down  by 
11.55  p.m.  train  on  19th.  Capt.  Brabin  gave  his  report 
of  the  competition  on  the  6th  inst.  in  the  Dee,  a  good 
number  of  members  turning  out,  all  having  good  sport, 
although  the  river  was  very  clear  and  low.  The  contest 
was  unique  in  character,  as  no  fewer  than  eight  species  of 
fish  were  taken  during  the  day.  But  the  palm  was 
awarded  for  a  fresh-water  mussel,  being  taken  on  a  gentle 
by  Mr.  Jones.  The  captain  was  first,  with  211b. ;  Mr. 
Grundy,  second,  31b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Barratt,  third,  3lb.  5oz  ; 
Mr.  Jones,  fourth,  21b. ;  Mr.  Coffey,  fifth,  lib.  5oz.  We 
have  a  competition  in  the  Dee  on  Sept.  27,  Mr.  Brabin 
kindly  offering  a  guinea  as  first  prize.  Several  members 
have  had  very  good  sport  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
canal  during  the  past  week,  and  as  so  many  anglers 
patronise  this  locality  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  associa- 
tions who  have  not  yet  replied  re  the  stocking  of  same  will 


do  so  as  early  as  possible  to  enable  the  matter  to  be 
thoroughly  dealt  with  at  the  earliest  opportunity. — T. 

Tafner. 

Brompton  Angling  Society.  D|Oyley  Armr, 
Chelsea. — Several  members  have  weighed-io  good  shows 
of  fi6h :  Messrs.  Cecil,  one  tench.  21b.  2Jo/,. ;  Broply, 
tench  and  one  roach,  lib.  3oz. ;  Hills,  bream,  71b.  ;  A. 
Brown,  nice  show  roach  and  bream.  We  fish  our  third 
outing  at  Bourne  End  on  Sept.  30,  and  the  Sundial  for  a 
supper  match  on  same  date. — 0.  Ashbv. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Anglinif  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road.  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— On  Sept.  9 
the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  T.  Tucker,  bream  ;  E. 
Papworth,  bream  ;  C.  Parmenter,  bream  and  roach.  We 
had  a  well  attended  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  II,  over 
thirty  members  turning  up,  when  a  lot  of  business  was 
got  through.  We  go  to  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Sept.  23  for 
our  outing. — A.  Robertson. 

Cambridge  Beatn  JSrotb'im  Angling  Soolely, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge- 
Heath,  N  E.— Our  outing  to  St.  Margaret's  resulted  in 
seven  prizes  being  taken  out  of  ten  by  the  following : 
First,  Messrs.  R.  Nursey;  second,  G.Woodward;  third, 
C.  Wickes;  fourth,  H.  Ward;  fifth,  H.  Smith  ;  sixth,  C. 
Macken  ;  and  seventh,  L.  Stephenson.  Members  may  go 
where  they  like  for  the  three  remaining  prizes  on  Sept.  16 
only.  Messrs.  B.  Hubbard  and  R.  Anderson  also  weighed- 
in  some  roach  and  perch.  Two  more  new  members  were 
made  last  Tuesday.— E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Several 
members  were  out  with  poor  success  on  the  9th.  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Mann,  and  Parker  tried  elsewhere,  and  had  a 
few  roach  and  dace.  Will  members  kindly  attend  on 
Wednesday  next,  to  arrange  for  an  outing  ? — R.  Mar- 
shall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  E. — Mr.  Stone  saved  us  from  a  blank 
on  the  9th  with  a  good  show  of  roach.  On  the  12th  we 
made  two  honorary  members  and  one  working  member  ; 
Mr.  F.  Ward  was  elected  president.  I  hope  members 
will  not  forget  our  annual  outing  on  Sept.  16  ;  all  to  go  by 
the  7,30  from  Stratford.- Sands. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — The  'following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  9:  W.  Fayers,  chub  and  roach  (largest  chub  over 
21b.) ;  Mr.  Staniford,  roach  (largest  over  lib.) ;  A.  Hard- 
castle,  roach ;  Mr.  Watson,  roach  ;  Mr.  Angel,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Flight,  roach.— W.  B.  F. 

Clapnam  jrnnoclon  Angling  Society.  T^e 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.-  On 
Sept.  9  the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Heyman, 
Harvey,  and  Pegg.  Members  are  requested  not  to  forget 
our  match  on  Sept.  16  at  Guildford.  Train  from  Clapham 
Junction  8.36;  return  from  Guildford,  8  31.  All  to  cease 
fishing  by  6.30.    Towpath  only.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Anglin$r  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Pew  members  were  out 
on  Sept.  9,  those  weighing-in  being  H.  Crowther,  with 
jack  and  roach  ;t,C.  McLachlan,  barbel  and  dace  ;  A.  E. 
Downs  and  G.  Pearce,  roach. — Hon.  Sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  TTisiting 
List. — Tire  next  visit  of  the  above  will  be  to  the  Dibden 
A  S.  at  the  St.  Martin,  Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  on 
Monday,  Oct.  1.  A  good  entertainment  will  be  provided. 
— F.  Castell. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerston,  Clifton- 
road,  Peckham,  S  E.— Club  outing  to  Tonbridge  on  Sept, 
16.  7.10  train  New  Cross.  All  members  to  weigh-in  at 
clubhouse  by  10  p.m. — E.  C.  A. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Tuesday  last  we 
had  a  grand  muster,  and  the  prizes  were  arranged  for  the 
outing  to  Amberley  on  the  23rd.  Members  who  would 
like  to  get  to  London  Bridge,  please  let  me  know  on 
Tuesday  next,  as  we  have  arranged  to  have  a  conveyance 
from  clubhouse.  Members'  friends  are  invited.  Members, 
hon.  and  working,  who  have  not  had  privilege  tickets 
renewed,  please  apply  early. — F.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  Angling  Sooletv,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  Westbourne  Park,  W.— Mr.  E.  Baxter  had  roach 
and  dace  on  the  9th.  On  the  lOlh  Mr.  G.  Percival 
had  a  splendid  show  of  bream,  351b.  14dz.,  which  were 
greatly  admired  by  all  present.  Mr.  F.  Hannabus  also 
had  some  nice  bream,  and  a  tench  nearly  21b.  On 
Sept.  16  our  match  takes  place  at  Taplow.  Go  down  by 
8.13  to  Taplow ;  register  names  at  Raymede  Hotel ; 
register  fish  at  Raymede  Hotel  not  liter  than  seven 
o'clock ;  return  by  8  6  train  from  Taplow ;  one  rod ;  all 
fish  to  weigh.  Reserved  carriage  for  Cobden  members 
only.  Grand  concert  Saturday,  Oct.  20,  at  club-house. — 
A.  S.  H. 

Colling  wood  Angling  Society.  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.B. — The  weighs-in  on 
the  9lh  inst.  were :  Messrs.  Bal',  Jarrett,  Booth,  and 
F.  Beams.  Oor  monthly  prize  outing  will  be  on  the 
30th  inst.— F.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  society.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  8.W.— On  Sept.  9  Mr.  J.  T. 
White  weighed-in  roach.  We  have  an  onting  on  Sept.  16 
for  three  prizes  at  Paddock  Wood.— J.  White. 

Crown  and  Bnoftland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  E.C.— On  Sept.  9 
J.  Maodonnell  weighed-in  roach  and  bream  ;  and  H. 
Haicej,  roach  and  dace.  Our  concert  and  prejentatioD 
was  a  great  success,  and  I  wii>h  to  think  all  those  anglers 
and  fiiends  who  helped  to  make  it  so.  Mr.  Knight  took 
the  chair,  and  after  a  short  speech  handed  to  the  secretary 
a  very  handsome  umbrella  and  purse  of  money  subscribed 
by  the  members,  and  stated  there  was  a  barometer  to 
follow,  which  was  not  quite  finished.  The  secretary 
returned  his  sincere  thanks,  and  said  he  would  do  his  best 
to  deserve  the  support  of  the  members  in  the  future  as  he 


had  in  the  past.  A  vote  of  thanka  to  the  chairman  and 
vice  (our  host)  brought  an  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close. 
Our  September  outing  takes  place  at  Biohmond  on 
bept.  30;  three  prizes.— tr.  H.  Franklin. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— Our  outing  to  Sha]ford  was  a 
great  suoosss.  Fifteen  members  were  present,  and  the 
five  prizes  were  taken  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  Cntbush 
first ;  Montgomery,  second  ;  Biiley,  third  ;  W.  Massey 
and  Katin  divided  fourth  and  fifth.  Oa  Tuesday  Messrs. 
John  Masaey  and  Catbus'a  weighed-in  roach  and  bream 
Members  please  note  that  Tueediy  next  is  quarterly 
mght,  when  I  hope  to  eea  a  good  muster  present.— W.  M 
ilalaton  Angrlingr  Society.  Browmow  Anns, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Sept.  9  very  few  members 
were  out,  as  they  seem  tired  of  angling  in  bright  water. 
Mr.  R.  Parram  saved  a  blank  with  som«  nice  roich.  On 
Tuesday,  Sept.  11,  a  good  attendance.  Several  items  were 
disposed  of.  I  should  like  to  see  some  of  the  members 
who  have  been  absent  of  late. — S.  Malby. 

Oibdin  Ansrlln?  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Fratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Since  last  report  the 
following  members  have  shown  fish  :  Messrs.  W  Elton 
roach,  51b. ;  Matthews,  31b.  Oa  SepS  9  Mr.  Elton  had 
31b.  of  roach.  Members  are  reminded  that  our  second 
outing  will  take  place  on  Sept.  30  at  Shiplike  for 
■everal  good  prizes;  usual  conditions.  The  next  return 
visit  on  C.D.V.L.  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Monday, 
Oct.  1.  Clubs  not  receiving  intimition  pleise  take  thi3  as 
same.— B.  Coltman. 

Duohesa  Anglingr  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  8.E.— Oa  Sept  6  our  competition  was 
won  by  Mr.  J.  Hattersley,  with  7ib.  5Joz.  of  barbel,  chub, 
and  roach ;  Mr.  A.  Butler  taking  second  prize  with 
71b.  Joz.  of  barbel,  roach,  and  daco.  On  Sept.  9  Mr,  F 
Hockerday  weighed-in  roach.— G.  F.  Montgomeey. 

pjake  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society.  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints  -road,  Westboume  Park.— Most  of  our  members 
have  been  out  during  the  week.  Mesers.  Lane,  roach, 
41b.  3->z. ;  Fathers,  roach,  olb.  11  z  ;  Severns,  roach  and 
dace,  31b.  43z.;  Fletcher,  dace,  2ib.  5)z. :  Tucker,  roaoh, 
lib.  lloz. ;  Tony  Millett,  one  tench,  31b.  4Joz.  Oar  match 
tabes  place  at  Kickmansworth  on  Sept.  23. — W.  Jenkins 
Barlsfisld  Angling  Society,  Half- Way  House. 
Earlsfield,  8.W.— Oar  next  outing  is  fixed  for  Sept.  16 
to  the  Mole  at  Esher.  Usual  three  prizes  ;  cease  fishing 
at  7.30.  Hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  Will  all  members 
try  and  attend  next  Tuesday,  as  we  have  important 
business — proposed  sea  outing  and  hon.  members'  oating  ? 
— B.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dnlwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich.— We  had  a  blank  day  on  Sept.  9,  and 
should  the  fine  weather  continue  the  outing  arranged  for 
Sept.  16  will  be  postponed.  Several  members  are  having 
a  week  on  the  Norfolk  Broads,  and  we  hope  to  see  some 
food  takes  on  their  return. — E.  Dyball. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill.  W.— Oar  match  was  a 
BuocesB,  all  the  prizes  bfticg  taken  in  the  following  order  : 
Mesers.  Wilson,  first ;  King,  second  ;  Pett,  third  ;  Baylies, 
fourth.  Mr.  Wilson  also  took  the  best  roach  prize. 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Grainger  weighed-in  jack,  chub,  barbel, 
and  roach  from  Staines;  largest  chub,  31b.  14 :z.;  largest 
barbel,  3lb.  9jz.  Last  Tuesday  the  books  were  audited, 
and  the  quarterly  balance  sheet  found  correct,  and  the 
funds  found  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  state.  Mr.  H. 
Cullen  was  made  a  working  member,  and  Mr.  P.  Meat- 
yard  proposed  as  an  honorary  member.  The  date  of  the 
next  match  is  Oct.  7,  at  Windsor,  from  Windsor  Bridge  to 
Snrley  Hall ;  towpath  only,  two  rods  allowed,  all  fish  to 
weigh. — G.  King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society.  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham.— On  Sept.  9.  at  Harlow,  five 
prizes  were  taken  by  the  following:  Messrs.  Ashmore, 
first  and  fourth ;  Perry,  second  ;  Haskey.  tbird  •  and 
Wells,  fifth.  Mr.  Wells  on  the  12th  had  31b.  6|jz  — T. 
Biggs. 

Pirm  and  Tme  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Eegent,  Beresford-atreet,  Walworth.— Since  last  report 
Mr.  Risebrook  and  Bebington,  while  on  their  holidays  in 
Buckingham,  had  some  fine  sport  with  chub  and  bream. 
They  weighed  nearly  401b. ;  the  best  bream  went  4'.b. 
Mr.  Richardson  has  become  a  member.  I  hope  members 
will  attend  next  week  to  make  arrangements  for  next 
monthly  outing.— C.  Rossee. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Nawton,  Union-street.  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
the  9th  Messrs.  Mitchell,  Mowl,  Verity,  Baily,  James,  and 
Ellins  weighed-in  on  the  11th.  Mr.  King  weighed-in 
jack.  Don't  forget  the  outing  to  Ashurst,  Oct.  7.  There 
are  several  prizes;  also  our  match  wich  the  Seymoure 
Brothers,  on  the  28th.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Ohnrch- 
■treet,  Shoreditch.— Messrs.  Thompson  and  Maybury 
brought  in  a  capital  show  of  roach  on  the  9ch  inst.  Mr. 
Philpott  and  several  ethers  had  s^me  roach  from  the  Lea. 
I  hope  members  will  show  up  in  good  force  on  Tuesday 
next,  for  settling  for  our  next  outing.— R.  Muephy. 

Haroonrt  Angling  ^oiiety.  flaroouri  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W.  —  We  had  but  a  poor  show  cn 
Sept.  9,  but  we  are  hoping  that  on  Sept.  16,  when  we  fish 
a  match  at  Oookham,  will  see  more  fish  on  the  trays.  I 
hope  all  the  members  will  try  and  be  there,  but  they  must 
start  by  the  first  train  on  the  morning. — A.  E.  Payne, 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  di'gh- 
rtreet,  Harlesden.— A  match  has  been  arranged  at  Cowley 
Peachey,  Sept.  16,  for  four  prizes  ;  jack  barred ;  first  train 
down,  or  later  ;  weigh-in  same  evening.  Brother  Ide  had 
a  excellent  show  of  roach  and  dace  on  Sept.  9,  three  of  the 
former  going  over  lib.  each.  Members  are  inform«d  that 
in  future  Rule  1  will  be  strictly  enforced.— W.  N.  Dawes 
Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Grown! 
182,  Bnck-lane,  Bsthnal  Green-road.— On  Sept.  9  our 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

members  had  grand  sport.  Will  members  kindly  attend 
next  Wednesday,  as  we  have  some  special  business  for 
discussion  ? — H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel. 
Upper  ToUington-road,  Holloway,  N.  —  Mr.  S.  Stone 
has  had  a  mixed  basket  of  roach,  dace,  and  trout 
201b.  ISJoz  ,  including  a  roach  of  21b.  2Joz. ;  and  on 
another  occasion  31b.  loz.  of  roach  and  dace,  beet  dace 
A  ?•  F.  Ward,  with  a  carp  61b.  5oz,,  and 

A  J.  Hersant,  a  dace  9iaz  ,  from  the  club  water,  were  the 
only  others  to  weigh-in.  The  outing  to  Huntingdon  for 
Sept.  16  promises  to  be  most  ecjoyable.— E.  Wymer 

Hoxton  Brothera  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Hiagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— We  fish  for  six 
prizes  on  Sept.  23  at  Harlow.  Show  fish  at  six  o'clock  at 
the  White  Horse,  and  club-room  at  ten  o'clock.  Two 
committeemen  were  added  to  those  already  elected,  viz 
MessiTS.  McGwiness  and  Andrews.  The  committee  meet 
next  Tuesday  to  select  a  chairman  for  our  corcert  on  Mr. 
Manning's  list,  to  take  place  on  Sept.  25 ;  also  to 
arrange  night  of  annual  supper.  On  Sept.  9  Mr 
MeGrath  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brother*  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  9 :  Messrs.  Benney.  111b.  14|oz.  of  roach,  heavieit 
lib.  6oz. ;  Herbert,  roaoh ;  Howard,  trout,  21b.  IJoz.  ; 
Croker,  41b.  ISJoz.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  Reves,  roach  and 
dace,  heaviest  dace  12|oz.  Our  return  visit  on  No.  2 
Eastern  District  was  very  poorly  attended— when  the  roll 
was  called  only  seven  clubs  responded.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Burwash.  Songs  by  the  following  gentle 
men:  Messrs.  W,  Stretch  (N.L),  Maxie,  C.  Hall,  J.  H. 
Herbert,  and  several  others.  I  must  thank  those  anglers 
who  kindly  supported  us.  We  fish  a  peg-down  match  in 
the  Stort  on  Sept.  30  for  several  prizes  ;  conditional 
J.  H.  Hehisert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
tourth,  Brunswick-street.  Hackney-road,  N.B.— As  a 
reminder  to  the  members,  1  beg  to  keep  before  them  the 
fact  that  there  are  five  special  prizes  to  be  competed  for 
during  this  month.  Particulars  and  conditions  to  be  had 
at  the  club-honse. — H.  B. 

Jntailee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
fo^.  -North  Kensmgton.— Since  our  last  report  we  have 
had  four  shows  of  fish,  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Wingfield, 
Young,  and  the  Brothers  Redington.  We  have  also 
arranged  a  match  to  take  place  on  Sept.  30.  at  Denham. 
Two  rods;  all  fish  to  weigh;  catch  your  own  live  baits ; 
first  train  from  Westboume  Park,  or  any  »ubsequeit 
train.  Will  members  attend  next  week,  to  have  it  finally 
settled  ?—G.  Bence. 

Leytonetone  Piscatorial  Society,  81,  Cann  Hall- 
road,  Leytonstone.— We  fish  a  roving  match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel  on  the  23rd  inst.,  one  rod  only  allowed,  jack  and 
eels  barrpd,  all  to  go  down  by  first  train  leaving  Stratford 
naain  at  7  35  a  m.  We  have  enrolled  nine  new  members 
this  season.  We  have  also  had  several  good  show.^  of  fish 
Messrs.  Harwood.  Clouting, King,  and  Carter  with  roach 
and  bream  ;  and  Mr.  Doherty  with  some  fine  dabs  and  eeb 
from  Clacton. — W.  Clodting. 

limehonse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
i^ist  India  Dock -road,  E.— Our  members  have  now  finished 
their  holidays,  and  on  comparing  this  year  with  last  we 
find  that,  although  fewer  fish  have  been  caught,  the  average 
size  and  weights  have  been  much  better  this  year.  This 
must  be  considered  satisfactory,  for  we  make  it  a  general 
rule  to  fish  for  specimens.  We  decided  some  most  im- 
portant business  on  the  6th  inet.  Oar  first  dance  will  take 
place  at  the  Limehouse  Town  Hall  on  Thursday,  Nov.  1. 
The  bi-monthly  outing  takes  place  this  week,  and  the 
special  outings  from  16th  to  22Qd  inst.  inclusive,  prizes  to 
the  value  of  £4  4>.  offered.  Will  members  please  note  to 
turn  up  early  on  20th,  we  have  a  long  agenda  to  get 
through  ?  The  following  have  takpn  fish  during  the  past 
fortnight:  Messrs.  Bones,  Cloake,  Easby,  Fox  (one  perch 
Hlb.),  J.  Jones,  Schulz,  Wilderspin,  and— R.  J.  Wells. 

.binoolu  Angling  Somtny.  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Sept.  9  the  following  had  some 
good  fish  :  Mr.  Cook,  111b.  lOoz.,  roach,  one  fish  lib.  6oz  • 
Mr.  Webber,  Mr.  Symes,  Mr.  Killick,  and  Mr,  Biggs  a'so 
having  some  nice  roaoh. — W,  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  AsMociation,  Bee  Hotel, 
yueen-square,— Anglers  are  here,  there,  and  everywhere 
haring  _  holidays,  and  pleasant  weather  attends  their 
wanderings.  The  Indian  summer  we  are  now  experiencing 
is  most  delightful,  and  sport  is  generally  very  good.  Our 
competition  on  the  6ih  at  Bangor  was  brought  off  under 
the  above  sairoundings,  and  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  the 
numerous  members  and  friends  who  attended.  The  river 
Dee  was  low  and  very  clear,  and  the  catches  were  conse- 
quently below  those  usually  had  by  the  experts  from  this 
water.  Mr.  R.  Wilson  was  first,  with  41b.  Joz  •  Mr  T 
White,  lecond,  with  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Jefferies,  third* 
with  31b.  Cioz.  Of  course,  the  gross  weight  of  fish  taken 
was  much  heavier,  bat  above  are  the  weignts  at  the  limit 
scale.  I  deeply  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  W. 
Jones,  keeper  of  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae.  He  was  a 
very  good  man  for  the  work— indeed,  the  best  we  have 
had  ;  courteous,  but  firm  ;  ever  ready  to  do  anything  for 
members,  such  as  snpplyini;  minnows,  worms,  and  moss 
and  procuring  lodgings,  if  wanted,  and  refreshments  for 
those  vifliting  the  place.  No  unauthorised  person,  we  feel 
sure,  ever  fished  at  Pen-y-Cae  since  the  reservoir  has  been 
in  hia  charge.  He  was  buried  at  Bala,  in  which  little 
town  he  was  widely  known  and  respected,  as  was  proved 
by  drawn  curtains  and  closed  shops  as  the  cortege  passed 
through.  Mr.  R.  Whittington,  who  has  often  fished  the 
reservoir,  most  considerately  attendid  the  funeral 
with  his  son  as  representative  of  the  association,  and 
undoubtedly  deserves  and  will  have  the  hearty  thanks  of 
the  members.  We  are  quite  at  a  loss  as  to  what  is  the 
matter  with  our  Knowsley  water.  Sport  has  been 
gradually  growing  worge  all  the  geaeon  nntU  now  a  decent 
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oitch  cannot  be  got.  Ihere  are  loads  of  fish,  some  very 
\e  ones  too,  as  they  are  seen  sporting  about;  but  bite 
they  will  not.  It  is  argued  the  water  is  too  deep  and  cold, 
and  that  once  they  get  down  to  the  bottom  there  they 
stay ;  but  they  must  have  food,  and  the  question  is  ;  Why 
don't  they  feed  more  or  less  ?  Members  and  friends  keep 
on  fishing,  hut  without  much  result,  and  it  really  is 
extraordinary  that,  sooner  or  later,  some  of  the  anglers 
have  not  come  across  them  when  they  were  feeding.  It 
is  a  very  favourite  place,  about  thiee  miles  out  of  Liver- 
pool, yet  easily  accessible,  and  a  favourite  resort  with 
members'  wives  and  children,  who  have  frequent  picnics 
there.  But  the  fish  do  not  show  up,  and  we  are  at  our 
wits'  end  to  know  why.  We  have  had  several  com- 
petitions there  this  year,  and  yet  have  not  reached  a  21b, 
catch,  which  is  the  limit  set  to  win  a  first  prize.  Can  you] 
Mr.  Editor,  or  any  of  your  multitude  of  readers,  give  us  a 
remedy?  We  should  really  be  very  grateful,  — Rd 
Woolfall, 

Maldon   and    Heybridge   Angling  Society, 

White  Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Daring  the  past 
week  anglers  have  had  some  good  sport,  and  some  good 
catches  have  been  had.  Fishing  on  Sept,  9,  Mr,  F,  Tow 
caught  17ilb,  of  bream  ;  Mr,  Busk,  101b,  of  bream  ;  Mr, 
Pethurat,  7ib,  of  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  L,  Ehrens,  12lb,  of 
roach,  dace,  and  bream.  Fishing  on  Sept,  11,  Mr,  Lewis 
caught  61b.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  J.  Freeman,  about  71h. 
of  dace.  Many  of  the  above  fish  have  been  caught  from' 
the  tidal  waters  at  Beeleigh,  in  connection  with  the  Lang- 
ford  Hall  waters,  and  anglers  can  fish  these  waters  on 
payment  of  Is.  per  day,  or  oe,  for  the  season,  application 
to  be  made  to  Mr,  F.  Wakelin,  of  Langford  Hall,  Maldon 
or  to  Mr.  G  Wrake,  of  the  Wnite  Lion.— F.  Kbkn.  ' 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Sept.  9 
our  peg-down  match  at  St.  Margaret's  was  a  Eucoess,*six 
prizes  being  taken  out  of  seven  (all  with  roach) :  Messrs 
W.  Richards,  jun.,  1st;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  2ad;  W.  Smith 
3rd;  J.  Beiwell,  4th;  G.  Them,  5th;  and  S.  Polykett', 
6th.  A  boundary  match  for  the  remaining  prize  will  take 
place  on  Sept.  16,  at  St,  Margaret's ;  boundary  from  St, 
Margaret's  Bridge  to  Rye  House  Bridge  ;  all  to  start  by 
9.13  train  from  Bethnal  Green.  A  special  meeting  has 
been  called  for  Wednesday,  Sept,  26,  when  all  memberj 
should  attend,  as  business  very  important,  Mr,  Davies 
also  had  a  very  nice  show  of  roach  on  Sent,  9  — 
G.  Tayloe 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road,— On  Sept,  9  the  following 
weighed  in  small  shows  of  fish:  W,  Stretch,  H,  Pye, 
and  W,  L.  Boorman,  Will  members  please  attend  next 
meeting  for  alteration  of  rules  ?— H.  Stbetch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society.  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road.  East  Dulwich,  S.B,— On  Sept.  9,  Messrs. 
Wood  and  Moyler  weighed-in  perch,  roach,  and  dace' 
Mr,  W.  Moyler's  roach  will  weigh-in  for  Mr.  G,  Cart^ 
Wright's  nrize  for  this  month  only,  to  be  angled  for 
between  Twickenham  and  Egbam,  On  Tuesday,  Mr, 
Skinner  was  proposed  and  elected  an  hon.  member  of  this 
society.  Will  the  members  who  cannot  attend  next 
meeting  kitdly  notify  me  at  the  club-house  if  intending  to 
enter  the  weekday  competition  on  Sept.  27  at  Broibourne  ? 
— H,  W,  Moegan. 

Original  Alezanira  Angling  Society,  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green  — Un  Sept,  9 
J,  Nagle  weighed-in  one  jack,  51b.  7osr. ;  B.  Preston,  roach, 
21b,  15oz  ;  J.  Davis,  roach,  21b, ;  A.  Birch,  roaoh 
lib,  7oz. ;  J,  Slade,  naoh,  7oz,  We  fish  at  Harlow  on 
Sept,  16,  for  five  prizes,  £1  ls„  three  at  lOa  6d.,anda 
prize.  Conditions  viz.  :  Harlow  Bridge  to  Sawbridge- 
worth  Bridge  (pegged-down) ;  show  fish  at  No.  1  swim  at 
6  p.m. ;  tow-path  only  ;  jack,  perch,  and  chub  anglers  to 
roam  ;  J  Slade  and  B.  Preston,  peggers  down. — Geoege. 

Peckham  B  others  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle.  Cator-street,  Peckham,  8.B.— At  our  last  meeting 
Geo,  Etherington  resigned  the  secretaryship,  which  was 
accepted.  We  fish  our  monthly  series  for  four  prizes  on 
the  16ch  inst.  (roaming),  at  Weybridge,  All  members  to 
travel  toWejbridge  Junction  on  morning  cf  match,  return- 
ing at  night  from  same  station.  In  the  interest  of  all 
members  you  are  requested  to  turn  up  in  full  force  at 
future  meetings,  when  business  of  great  importance  to  the 
club  and  our  late  secretary  will  be  the  agenda, — T,  ,G. 

GiBBS, 

irerseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street.  Stepney. — Several  o£  our  members  were  out  on 
Sept,  9,  Messrs.  Wilton  and  Silverton  each  having  a  fine 
show  of  roach  and  dace.  Members  that  have  not  taken 
up  their  privilege  cards,  and  intend  to,  I  wish  would  do  so 
as  soon  as  possible, — W,  Russell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Booiety,  The  Tavistock.  Stibhing. 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Sept.  9,  Messrs.  Bouffler,  Bros. 
Taylor,  C,  Dcve,  and  Carr  made  a  good  show  with  roach 
bream,  &o.  Three  prizes  at  King's  Langley  on  Sept.  16; 
all  to  go  down  on  the  morning ;  canal  only ;  one  rod  • 
knock  off  at  6  15.— R,  C.  ' 

Rojal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-sqnare, — Our  return  vitit  on  the 
Western  District  will  take  place  on  Sept.  20.  Secretaries 
of  other  clubs  kindly  take  notice,  A  special  general 
meeting  will  be  called  on  Wednesday  next  for  very 
important  bnsiness. — J,  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Anglinsr  Society.  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow.  E.— On  Sept  9  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs,  G,  Bond,  roach ;  J.  Stanley,  roach ;  R, 
Walker,  roach .  On  Sept.  16  we  fish  a  match  at  Waltham  ; 
all  to  meet  at  W.  Perry's  before  fishing.  The  prizes  are  • 
Fiist,  piir  of  fishing  boots,  value,  £1  lOi. ;  second  IOj  • 
third,  10s  ;  fourth,  lOj. ;  fifth,  IOj.— F.  Pignatellu  ' 
St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Rising  Bun.  Pnnce's- 
road,  Kenningtor -cross. —We  fished  our  September  outing' 
at  Tonbtidge,  which  resulted  as  follows :— Mr,  Emery,  first, 
with  nice  show  of  roaehj  Mr.  H.  Allan,  second  j  Mr. 
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Sands,  third ;  Messrs.  Beale  and  Brent  dead  heat  for 
fonrth  prize.  I  must  draw  all  members'  attention  to  the 
next  freneral  meeting  on  the  2rth  inst.  Special  bueiness. 
— J.  Leiqhton. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Ansrllugr  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bash,  W.— The  president,  Mr. 
Benwell,  is  again  to  the  fore  this  week.  Fishinst  at 
Hemin^ford  Grey,  bream  weighing  61b.  IJoz.,  and  roach, 
2lb.  8Joz.  have  been  taken.  Mention  was  omitted  last 
week  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Payne,  one  of  our  members, 
took,  whilst  fishing  at  Hemingford  in  August,  bream  and 
roach  to  the  amount  of  121b  7oz.  within  one  and  a  half 
hours.  Five  bream  were  landed,  the  heaviest  being 
_31b.  3oz. ,  and  one  roach  over  lib.  Several  of  the  members, 
inoludiog  the  vic9-president,  Mr.  G.  Pluckrose,  Mr.  F. 
Kerven,  Mr.  J.  Gray,  and  Mr.  F.  Gash,  spent  a  pleasant 
day  on  the  river  at  Staines  on  the  6!;h  inst.  Very  fair 
sport  rewarded  their  efforts. — C.  B. 

South  Bermondss?  Club  and  Institute  Fis«a- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.B.— On  Sept.  9  Mr. 
P.  AUnm  weighod-in  a  very  fair  show  of  roach  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  W.  Costin,  a  brace  of  pretty  chub ;  and  Messrs.  R. 
Thomas  and  T.  Byers,  roach  ;  altogether  they  represented 
a  nice  show  of  fish.  Friday,  Sept.  28,  will  be  half-yearly 
night,  and  I  hope  all  will  be  present  to  clear  the  books, 
&c. — J.  H.  Davibs. 

Spread  JSagle  Angliugr  Society,  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Members  are  requested  to 
appear  aa  the  club-house  on  Sept.  19  for  the  election  of 
all  new  officers  and  rules  relating  to  chub's  affairs.— G. 
Edwards. 

Stookwell  Angrling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — Mr.  Anstey  was  top  weight  during  the 
week,  with  61b.  5oz. ;  many  other  weighing-in,  but  the 
takes  ran  small.  The  final  arrangements  tor  club  prize 
onting,  Oct.  9,  were  made  last  meeting  night ;  usual 
conditioDs  ;  gudgeon  barred  ;  five  prizes. — Thos.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms,  Leyton- 
road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Sept.  9  we  had  a 
very  nic3  show  of  roach  and  dace  by  the  following 
members :  Messrs.  Hobbs,  Humphreys,  Grande,  and 
Rowbotham. — G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  isoolety,  Wicdeor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.  —  During  the  week  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in  shows  of  fish :  Messrs.  A. 
Holmes,  roach,  41b.  gjoz.,  largest  roach  lib.  loz. ;  T. 
Carpenter,  bream,  51b.  7oz.,  largest  bream  31b.  loz.;  J. 
Hare,  bream  and  perch,  31b.  lOJoz  ,  largest  perch  lib.  4|oz. ; 
A.  E.  Cartwright,  roach,  81b.  9Joz, ;  H.  Stanton,  roach, 
51b.  10  )z.;  A.  Smith,  roach,  41b.  4|5z. ;  C.  E.  Look,' 
roach,  31b.  Boz  ,  largest  roach  lib.  lljiz.  It  was  proposed 
that  we  subfcribe  53.  annually  to  the  Thames  R3-stocking 
Association. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Sept.  2  the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  T..  Austin, 
roach;  J.  Toothill,  jack  and  roaoh;  F.  Griffith,  roach  ; 
and  H.  Clarke,  roach.  On  Sept.  9,  T.  Austin,  roach  and 
bream  ;  J.  Toothill,  roach  and  perch :  H.  Clarke,  roaoh,— 
W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Gresn  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— We  had  a  fair  show  of 
fish  on  the  9ch  inst.,  Messrs.  Templeman  having  another 
good  ep'oimen  roaoh,  Mr.  Dnngate  a  nice  lot  of  barbel, 
and  Mr.  Crisp  also  barbel.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  Mr.  J.  Brisey  is  our  accredited 
delegate  to  attend  the  conference  in  regard  to  the  A.B.S. 
competition,  and  we  hope  it  will  prove  a  success  as  before. 
We  made  another  honorary  member. — W.  W.  D. 

Wandswjrth  Pisoatorials,  Winning  Post,  Sou  fa- 
street,  Wandsworth.— On  Sept.  2  we  had  a  grand  show  of 
bream,  barbel,  and  roaoh  by  Messrs.  Tringham,  Clark, 
Parker,  and  Langshaw.  Oar  outing  at  Hampton,  on  the 
9,h,  was  more  successful.  Mr.  Withey,  first,  with  roaoh 
and  perch  ;  Mr.  Tringham,  second,  with  roaoh  and  dace. 
Messrs.  Langshaw,  Baker,  Clark,  Parker,  Mills,  and  Beale 
also  had  fieh.  Members  will  please  attend  on  Wednesday, 
ttie  19th,  to  arrange  another  outing  for  the  lapsed  prizes. 
Two  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  working  members.— C. 
Beale. 

Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.  S.E.— All  members  are 
requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  18th 
inst. ,  to  arrange  prize  list  for  ensuing  quarter.  Business 
to  commence  at  nine  o'olock  sharp — W.  Cox. 

>T^?"^°5' .^'^^^^"^  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
JNorth-road.,  N.— At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
fend  a  prize  to  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  to  be  fished  for  in  the 
^■B.S.  competition.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  Mr.  Lewis  for  the  roach  rod  presented  by  him  tj  be 
competed  for  by  the  members.  On  the  9th  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  Harden,  Styman,  Heir,  G.  Buteux, 
bmead.  Barton,  and  Merser.  I  hope  members  will  not 
rorget  September  prize.— H.  Heir. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 

j®^'  Messrs.  C.  and  E.  Haynes,  fishing  at  the  Pike 
and  Anchor  water  on  Friday,  landed  seventeen  roach, 
weighing  101b. ;.  last  Tuesday,  at  Staines,  caught  131b.  of 
roach  and  barbel.  Water  very  bright;  fish  did  not  feed 
until  late.  The  annual  outing  and  dinner  takes  place  at 
the  Lion,  Eastwioh,  Burnt  Mill,  on  Sept.  16.  Dinner  at 
0  p.m.  sharp.    Four  prizes  to  be  fished  for.— A.  G.  Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove.  Stratford.— Our  members  were  out 
on  the  9ch,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish  :  Mr.  Pearos, 
Mr.  Pethurst,  Mr.  Homer,  Mr.  Rason,  jun.,  Mr.  John 
^ewton,  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  R.  Lowther,  roach  and  parch 
and  bream.— R.  Lowthee. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
lotten^am  Hale.  N.— On  Sent.  9  the  following  weighed- 
in:  W.  Butler,  roach,  heaviest  fish  lib.  4oz.;  W. 
Anthony,  roaoh  and  daoe,  7Ib. ;  A.  Langton,  roach;  D. 


Knight,  four  bream,  81b.  8Joz.  We  fish  for  T.  Dunford's 
prize  on  Sept.  16,  all  fish  open.— W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Woking  Angling  Club,  The  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Wokirg. — On  Sept.  9  some  good  fish  were  weighed-in, 
including  a  good  brace  of  roaoh,  weighing  lib.  3oz.  eaob, 
by  Mr.  J.  Heather.  Several  other  roach  of  slightly  over  a 
lb.  have  also  been  shown.  Some  bream  have  also  been 
taken,  best  lot  being  seven  fish,  weighing  141b.  One  of 
our  members  took  five  roach,  weight  41b.  lO  iz.  I  heard 
also  of  a  good  roach  being  taken,  weighing  slightly  over 
IJlb.  A  carp  was  caught  on  Sept.  9  weighing  61b.,  on 
roaoh  tackle  with  boiled  wheat.  Our  prize  outinjr  for 
specimen  perch  will  be  on  Sept.  16.  Special  prize  off  ared 
by  Mr.  Bushnell.  Society's  waters  at  Send  ;  one  rod 
only.— Weyside  Wanderer. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.  —  Several  of  our 
members  were  out  this  week,  and  the  following  weighed 
in:  Mr.  H.  Webb,  several  good  bream;  Mr.  Northam, 
bream,  largest  2Ib.  lOJoz.  The  presentation  of  the  loca. 
cup  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  a  good  muster 
of  the  Woolwich  Invicta  Brothers  turned  up,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  A.  Angel,  of  the  Royal 
Arsenal  Fire  Brigade,  presented  the  cup.— J.  Wensley. 

Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Frarcis-street. — Several  members  were  out  on 
Sept,  9  with  very  little  success.  Messrs.  Ghurney  and 
Montague  were  the  only  members  that  could  show  speci- 
men fish.  On  Sept.  16  the  third  and  final  round  for  our 
cup  competition  will  take  plac3  at  East  Farlie.  We  trust 
members  will  turn  out  in  strong  force  for  this  most  coveted 
prize.  Train  leaves  Woolwich  Arsenal  Station  at  6.30 a.m 
shaip. — C  Foster. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road.— Next  onting  will 
take_  place  at  Woking,  on  Sept.  16;  all  fish  together. 
Hoping  members  will  show  up  on  Tuesday  next  to  appoint 
delegates  to  attend  next  central  meeting. — F.  Taylor. 


THAMES  RE-STOOKING  ASSOCIATION 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  above  society  was 
held  on  Thursday  evening,  Sept.  13,  at  Carr's  Hotel, 
Strand.  Mr.  Cecil  Howlett  presided.  A  letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  Jenner,  of  Upavon,  Wilts,  offering  the  association 
permission  to  net  a  mile  and  a  half  of  his  river. 

Mr.  Harwood  proposed  that,  "  Owing  to  the  distance, 
and  the  cost  which  would  be  incurred  by  netting  and 
transport,  the  association  did  not  feel  justified  in  ace  p^ing 
the  kind  offer  of  Mr.  Jenner." 

Mr.  Amphlett  proposed  "  That  £25  be  spent  in  purchas- 
ing fish  for  placing  in  the  Thames."    This  was  carried. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  insert  advertisements 
respecting  the  purchase  of  the  coarse  fish.  Mr.  B.  Holt 
and  Mr.  Bernham  were  elected  membars  of  the  committee. 

An  interesting  discussion  ensued,  and,  after  some  formal 
business,  the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman. 


CENTRAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
(Headquarters  :  Original  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  Moes- 
street,  Liverpool.) 
The  match  fished  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  canal  at 
Aintree  on  Sept.  9  was  a  decided  success ;  the  weather  was 
lovely,  and  the  fish  biting  freely.  A  large  muster  of 
members  competed,  and  the  following  were  the  prize 
winners  :  1st,  Isaac  Smith,  2ib.  6ioz. ;  2nd,  W.  Meighsn 
lib.  4ioz. ;  _3rd,  H.  Thomas,  lib.  3Joz.  Mr.  Smith  had  a 
nice  roach  in  his  catch  weighing  14|oz.  These  weights 
speak  well  for  the  "  Old  Cut,"  as  the  match  was  only  of 
three  hours'  duration.  This  being  the  last  of  three  fixture 
matches,  in  which  the  three  highest  aggregate  weights 
counted  for  special  prizes,  the  following  were  found  to  be 
the  winners  :  Ist,  W.  Meighen,  61b.  3|oz. ;  2nd,  R.  Iredale 
41b.  lioz. ;  3rd,  W.  Spruce,  31b.  14dz.  The  next  club 
match  will  be  fished  in  the  Dee  at  Bangor-on-Dee  on 
Thursday,  Sept.  20.  Members  to  meet  at  Wrexham 
Station,  and  travel  by  the  10  a.m.  train  to  Bangor-on-Dee. 
Mr.  R.  Preston  and  Mr.  T.  K.  Lancaster  report  having 
excellent  sport  among  the  trout  at  Glen  Mona,  Isle  of 
Man,  where  they  are  spending  their  holidays. 

J.  WisHABT  (Hon.  Sec), 


HARBORNE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  taken  at  the  contest  took 
place  at  the  King's  Arms  Hotel  on  Thursday,  Sept.  6 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  D.  Cairns  and  the  vice- 
presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Oldfield,  The  following  is 
a  list  of  the  successful  competitors  and  their  prizes  : 
Messrs,  H,  Pearce,  bicycle ;  C.  J,  Boden,  watch  • 
A.  Poolton,  easy  chair ;  J.  Greenfield,  dinner  service  • 
A.  Ashmore,  Gladstone  bag ;  J.  Clews,  magic  lantern ; 
W,  Greenfield,  tea  set;  D.  Cairns,  teJstead  chair- 
Hookway,  ring ;  S.  White,  1  ton  coal ;  R.  Pring,  clock  • 
A.  Medlioott,  whatnot  ;  G.  Hodgetts.  fishing  rod  • 
F.  Roodhouse,  inkstand;  J.  Holt,  toilet  set;  H.  H.' 
Smith,  fishing  bag  ;  B.  Gibbe,  landing-net ;  J.  Medlicottj 
one  ham;  J,  Ashmore,  meerschaum  pipe;  A.  C.  Lea' 
cruet;  H.  Roodhouse,  brushes  in  caae ;  F,  W,  Comrie,' 
fishing  creel.  The  president  congratulated  the  winner  on 
gaining  such  a  handsome  prize,  which  was  made  and 
supplied  by  Messrs.  F,  Harborne  and  H.  H.  Smith,  the 
club  supplying  the  tyres.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
Mr._  J,  Jukes  for  fulfilling  the  office  of  referee,  and  Mr.  A. 
Scriven  for  his  assistance  as  steward.  It  was  resolved  to 
hold  a  bye  contest  at  Droitwich  on  Saturday,  Sept.  29, 
where  roach  are  plentiful,  and  of  good  size.  Mr.  D.  Cairns 
haB  kindly  offered  to  referee  on  tkit  occasion. 

F.  W.  OOMBIB. 


STOPES  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 
WELLINGTON  HOTEL,  LITTLE  LEVER. 
We  held  our  annual  meeting  on  Sept.  3.  There  was  a 
full  attendance,  and  the  following  cfficials  were  unani- 
mously elected  :  President,  Mr.  Councillor  Peter  String, 
fellow;  chairman,  Mr.  James  Robb  ;  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
John  Hayward ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr,  William 
Lord ;  committee,  Messrs,  Deane,  Gilbert,  Holland, 
Holden,  Ormerod,  Kirkpatrick,  Wilson,  Fletcher,  Shaw, 
and  Lomax.  At  the  close  of  the  annnal  meeting  another 
meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  confirming  the 
minutes  of  previous  meeting.  There  will  be  a  committee 
meeting  before  the  next  meeting  night  to  revise  rules,  &o. 
On  Sept.  4  Mr.  Richard  Ormerod  gave  a  very  interesting 
lecture  on  trout  hatching.  Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to 
state  that  there  was  omitted  in  last  week's  report  the 
following:  "  Special  prize  of  a  good  suit  of  clothes,  pre- 
sented by  Mr,  Councillor  Peter  Stringfellow,  for  the 
first  prize  in  the  Carnforth  match,  was  won  by  Mr,  James 
Robb."  W,  LoED. 


The_  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Angler's  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next  (Sept,  17)  at 

8  30,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  E,C, 

 >  »»♦<  

Mb.  E.  H,  Bbamley  writes  me  anent  fishing  in  Northern 
France  at  I'lsle-Adam  sur  I'Oise.  He  describes  the  river 
as  very  pretty  in  its  surroundings,  swift,  wide,  and  deep 
(plumbing  16ft.  to  18ft.  in  the  middle).  The  natives  fish 
with  taut  lines  and  long  bamboo  rods.  Punts  are  very 
plentiful,  and  the  inhabitants  of  a  well-to-do  class.  My 
correspondent  was  the  lion  of  the  place  for  catching 
quantity  and  size,  for  which  he  dieclaims  credit  beyond 
the  fact  that  his  success  was  due  to  means  which 
are  decidedly  commonplace  among  English  anglers. 
It  appears  to  be  the  ordinary  practice  to  tise 
gentles  by  handfula  as  ground-bait,  sinking  them 
with  a  mixture  of  clay  on  account  of  the  depth  and 
speed  of  the  stream.  This  is  all  very  well,  but  the  angler 
lures  his  hook  also  with  a  gentle,  which  offers  no  greater 
temptation  than  does  the  ground-bait,  and  may  not  prove 
more  than  one  in  a  thousand  when  the  bait  is  thrown  in. 
By  the  use  of  a  bright  red  worm  for  a  lure  as  a  tit-bit 
among  numerous  gentles  (which  he  describes  as  one  of  the 
most  ordinary  methods  at  home),  his  roach  of  lib.  as 
against  most  of  the  other  punts'  J-pounders;  and  bream 
of  4|lb.  as  against  no  bream  at  all  among  the  other  punts, 
made  quite  a  sensation. 

The  wasp  is  a  very  useful  insect,  as  it  not  only  supplies 
various  combinations  of  colours  for  our  football  teams,  but 
there  is  no  mistaking  the  business  propensities  and  inten- 
tions of  the  "yellow  and  black"  when  its  southern 
extremity  is  fairly  on  the  job.  A  few  nighte  ago  the 
"  Thatched  One  "  lined  one  to  its  home  in  a  hedge  20yd8. 
from  bis  garden.  With  afiz-gig  the  size  of  a  handspike, 
he,  with  a  friend,  attended  a  meeting,  which  was  fixed  for 

9  30  p.m.  A  match  was  lighted  and  applied  to  the  fuse, 
which  went  off  all  to  quickly.  Before  the  squib  could  be 
thrust  into  the  hole  tbe  powder  and  sulphur  had  fizzed, 
and  the  dry  cores  at  the  ends  had  bust.  In  a  few 
moments  the  whole  hedge  was  on  fire,  and  a  gathering  of 
the  clans  had  to  be  summoned  to  put  out  the  blaze.  After 
an  hour's  work  this  was  accomplished,  but  "  Straw 
Hat's  "  friend  now  walks  about  with  his  left  arm  in  a 
sling  ! 

 >  »♦♦<  

"Straw  Hat"  asks  me  if  I  am  "going  out"  this 
week-end.  and  offers  to  send  me  a  lovely  nest  of  wasp 
grubs,  I  thanked  him  for  his  kindness  and  asked  him  to 
cook  it  before  sending  it  on,  I  am  not  particularly  partial 
to  live  wasps,  A  year  or  two  ago  one  of  my  "  hopeftils  " 
brought  home  a  nest  and  asked  his  mother  to  bake  it; 
but  although  good  at  making  soup  and  cooking  food,  she 
was  not  up  in  the  art  of  cooking  "  grub,"  The  result  was 
that  our  dining  room  was  (after  the  proper  interval  of 
incubation)  all  alive  with  wasps. 


Writing  from  Eastbourne,  a  correspondent  says  the 
season  at  this  the  cleanest  and  most  pictureequa  watering 
place  on  the  south  coast  was  brought  to  a  close  on  Tuesday 
by  the  annual  regatta.  Usually  it  is  a  very  lively  fixture, 
but  this  season  something  bad  caused  a  slump  in  entries 
and  the  races,  what  there  were  of  them,  formed  a  series  of 
uninteresting  processions.  Everywhere  along  the  parade 
one  heard  nothing  but  grumbling  at  the  poor  programme 
which  had  been  provided  by  the  regatta  committee, 

i.u^'^iJ^®  evening  there  was  a  free  show  of  fireworks  near 
the  Wish  Tower,  The  designs  of  the  set  pieces  if  they 
had  gone  off  properly  would  have  been  very  pretty.  Some 
of  the  pieces,  however,  started  before  their  time,  while 
others  were  a  bit  late  in  going  off,  and,  taken  altogether, 
the  exhibition  of  pyroteohny  was  even  duller  and  more 
depressing  than  the  regatta. 


Strange  to  say,  although  some  of  the  locals  are  having 
°^  ^P*""*'  exception  rather 

than  the  rule  to  see  any  visitors  going  out  sea  fishing. 
On  Sept.  9  Mr.  Amos  Luck,  the  proprietor  of  the  Ship  at 
Meads,  cut  with  four  friends,  brought  back  a  cargo  of  soles, 
whiting  pout,  and  other  sea  fish.  I  hear,  too,  that 
excellent  bass  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the  deep  water  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Beachy  Head.  The  accidents  which 
have  recently  occurred  to  adventurous  climbers  at  the 
Head  and  in  its  neighbourhood  have  called  forth  a  gracefn] 
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reoogoition  of  the  services  of  the  coast  guardsmen,  who, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  if  they  are  killed  in  carrying  out 
their  work  of  meicy  their  widows  get  no  persion,  are 
always  ready  to  go  to  the  rescue  of  people  who  thus  run 
themselves  into  danger.  A  local  subscription  has  been 
started  for  their  benefit,  and  already  amounts  to  nearly 
£20.  They  certainly  deserve  all  that  can  be  raised  for 
them  from  a  generous  atd  grateful  public. 

 >♦»■*<  

Mr.  William  Holman,  of  the  Bull  Hotel,  Downton, 
Wilts,  reports  the  capture,  by  Dr.  Winetanley,  of  a  roach 
which  weighed  2Jlb.  It  is  being  set  up.  The  Avon  at 
Downton,  near  Salisbury,  is  a  really  splendid  river  frr 
roach,  dace,  pike,  and  chub.  The  largest  gudgeon  I  have 
ever  taken — or  ever  saw — waa  taken  by  me  from  the  Bull 
Hotel  water. 


A  ROACH  of  2ib.  Sioz.j  and  a  bream,  61b.  IJoz.,  have 
just  been  taken  at  Hemingford  Grey  by  Mr.  Benwell, 
president  of  the  Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Society.  Two 
beauties ! 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

_  According  to  the  Daily  Mail  of  Sept.  11,  1500  excur- 
sionists visited  Abingdon-on-Thames  in  connection  with 
the  Birmingham  anglers'  fishing  competition.  Over  900 
persons  entered  for  the  sixty  prizes  and  a  challenge  cup, 
and  the  first  piize  of  £S  went  to  the  captor  of  a  barbel 
weighing  211b.  2oz.  The  anglers  were  allotted  positions 
by  the  river  extending  nearly  eight  miles  along  the  towing- 
path.  A  large  proportion  of  the  competitors  caught  fish, 
and  all  the  prizes  were  claimed. 


The  Daihj  Mail  was  not  the  only  sinner  in  respect  to 
raising  the  hopes  of  anglers.  Several  other  papers — both 
'aporths  and  pennorths — gave  the  same  startling  paragraph. 
The  South-Western  Eailway,  I  understand,  has  been 
doing  good  businees  in  conveying  anglers  to  Abingdon  to 
emulate  Mr.  Underhill,  of  the  Old  Green  Man  Club,  who 
won  first  prize.  As  will  be  seen  in  our  ofiioial  report 
from  Birmingham,  the  barbel  in  its  transit  home  had 
dwindled  down  to  21b.  6|oz. 

 >  *  «  ♦<  

Of  course  it  was  "  only  a  printer's  error — a  literal,"  but 
some  folks  take  things  literally.  We  all  do  it.  A  case  in 
point.  On  Sept.  8  an  advertisf  ment  appeared  in  the  F.  G. 
to  the  efff ct  that  a  581b.  mahseer  was  takfn  on  a  14lb. 
"  Caetleconnell  "  rod.  Now  I  have  seen  and  used  one  of 
Enright's  Castleconnell  rods,  but  it  did  not  really  weigh 
"  fourteen  pounds."  I  know  exactly  what  it  measured, 
and  that  was  "  fourteen  feet."  Mr.  Enright  is  a  powerful 
man;  can  wield  a  rod  as  a  "champion"  should  do.  I 
cannot ;  but  I  will  challenge  him  to  cast  140yds. 
with  a  rod  weighing  141b.  It  was  thnswise:  "141b." 
should  read  "  14ft."  In  the  same  paper,  on  the  same  date, 
in  a  brief  account  of  a  day's  fishing  on  the  Thames  with 
John  Spong — ' '  the  white  cloth  spread  over  the  punt  well 
— roast  fowl  (all  hot)  and  beans,  &o.,  and  an  appetite." 
But  no;  the  oomp.  knew  better.  He  corrected  the 
mistake,  and  made  it  read  "  and  an  apple  tart."  But  as 
Mrs.  Spong  had  not  provided  one,  I  altered  it— as  angleri 
are  proverbially  truthful. 


Again  :  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in  his  letter,  re  '•  A  Day  with 
the  Rod  oa  the  Raven,"  waa  made  to  say,  "  I  have  of 
Dicky  Routledge,  &c.,"  instead  of  "  Shades  of  Dicky 
Eoutledge."  Mr.  Tod  is  not  unkind.  As  an  old  litterateur 
he  knows  how  mistakes  will  creep  in.  On  the  19th  of 
January,  1899,  he  wrote  :  "  Proof  quite  correct.  Crown 
your  printer  with  gold;  good  old  printer  !  "  But,  alas  I 
that  good  old  printer  has  departed  this  life,  and,  I  hope, 
crowned  with  glory. 

 >♦»♦<  

"An  interview,"  sajs  the  St.  James's  Gazette,  "  which 
has  just  appeared  m  a  French  paper  throws  a  curious 
light  on  the  expedients  which  are  resorted  to  in  order  to 
cater  to  ths  luxury  of  the  fashionable  world  at  the  great 
holiday  resorts.  At  Baden-Baden  there  was,  the  other 
day,  a  large  group  of  people  in  the  market-place.  They 
were  drawn  together  by  the  operations  of  some  men  who 
were  in  charge  of  barrels  containing  live  trout  in  water. 
The  barrels  were  each  fitted  with  a  lid,  which  could  be 
opened  or  closed  at  will,  and  the  men,  after  admitting 
fresh  air  into  the  barrels  through  these  lids,  were  gently 
rocking  the  barrels  very  much  as  a  mother  rocks  a  cradle. 
From  an  interview  which  occurred  between  a  visitor  and 
one  of  the  men,  it  appears  that  this  is  done  to  aerate  the 
water.  They  are  brought  a  considerable  distance  by  rail 
—from  the  Black  Forest — and  are  shaken  often— in  fact, 
almost  continuously,  in  this  way.  It  is  alleged  that  thus, 
and  thus  only,  can  the  trout  be  kept  alive  in  the  barrels, 
and  delivered  fresh  and  lively  into  the  trout  tanks  of  the 
big  hotels,  at  all  of  which  trout  is  a  standing  dish.  Once 
in  the  tank  they  can  be  kept  a  long  time  without  trouble^ 
a  strong  flow  of  fresh  water  being  kept  running." 


The  hon.  sees,  of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
Angling  Association  announce  that,  having  heard  such 
good  accounts  of  the  sea  angling  from  the  beach  at 
Dungeness,  they  have  arranged  for  an  outing  to  that  place 
on  Monday,  Sept.  17.  The  train  will  leave  Hastings  at 
6  52  a.m.,  reaching  Dungeness  at  7.56,  and  returning  at 
5  50.  Members  should  take  a  cheap  return  ticket  to  Lydd, 
49.,  and  pay  4d.  excess  fare  at  Dungeness. 


Mr.  Oliver  Burton,  the  well-known  photographer  of 
Melton  Mowbray  and  Leicester,  has  .inst  returned  from  his 
annual  fishing  holidays  on  Ormesby  Broad,  Norfolk.  For 
the  first  ten  days  he  experienced  nothing  but  gales  of 
wind  and  rough  water,  consequently  he  did  not  sit  many 


hours  fishing ;  but  subsequently  he  got  amongst  the  bream 
and  roach  bo  well  that  in  eight  days  he  caught  2401b. 
His  best  day  was  431b. ,  whilst  on  other  days  he  caught 
401b.  and  391b.  respectively,  including  six  bream  which 
weighed  151b.    The  best  fish  caught  scaled  3Jlb. 

 1  »  «  »  (  

_A  GENTLBMAN  from  the  south  who  was  out  fishing  on  a 
Highland  loch,  and  having  whipped  the  water  for  some 
time  without  any  success,  he  bpgin  to  lose  patience. 
"  Confound  them  !  "  he  exclaimed  to  Donald,  the  boat- 
man, "  it  is  evident  they  won't  rise  to-day."  Hardly  had 
he  uttered  the  words  when  he  hooked  a  fine  trout,  which 
in  his  excitement  he  sent  flying  high  overhead,  and  which 
thereby  regained  its  liberty.  "  Hech,"  said  Donald, 
dryly,  "that  ane  rose  a  fair  heicht  onywye  !  "  Perhaps 
it  was  owing  to  Donald's  "dry"  disposition  that  the 
angler  was  not  more  successful.  At  any  rate,  there  is 
another  story  of  an  enthusiastic  angler,  a  staunch  teeto- 
taler, who  had  a  good  stretch  of  the  Dee  to  fish  in.  He 
engaged  the  services  of  an  experienced  boatman,  but 
night  after  night  he  came  back  with  empty  creel.  He  at 
last  departed  in  disgust.  When  he  was  gone  the  boatman 
was  approached  and  asked  how  it  was  that  such  an  expert 
angler,  as  Mr.  T.  T.  was  known  to  be,  had  such  a  run  of 
bad  luck.  "Aweel,"  said  the  boatman,  "he  had  nae 
whusky,  so  I  took  him  whaur  there  wis  nae  fush." 

 >»»♦(  

"  And  we  was  all  on  the  warpath,  but  didn't  do  much  !  " 
Such  is  the  news  which  frequently  reaches  the  editor  of 
the  F.  G.  The  following  is  from  the  Kvening  News  : 
"  It  is  to  be  noted  that  certain  writers  and  critics  of  to- 
day, very  high  up  too  on  the  Ibt,  are  going  in  for  fantastic 
forms  of  speech.  They  have  lugged  out  the  obsolete 
'  albeit,'  and  '  'twas,'  and  'certes,'  and  are  peppering  their 
essays  with  these  and  the  like.  But  this  is  not  quite  so 
painful  as  the  conduct  of  the  particularly  distinguished 
critic  who  speaks  of  Iziak  Walton  as  '  the  immortal 
piscatory  linen-draper.'  Bather  than  this  one  would  have 
any  number  of  '  succulent  bivales '  for  oysters,  and 
'  slaves  of  the  pen  '  for  writers." 


The  Incomplete  Angler. 
I  KNOW  by  heart  each  rule  and  rote, 
And  can,  if  need  be,  freely  quote 
What  half  a  dozen  writers  say, 
From  Walton  to  Sir  Edward  Grey. 

A  new  steel-centred  rod  is  mine. 
And  eighty  yards  of  perfect  line, 
Light  as  can  be,  yet  tough  as  steel. 
Spin  on  my  latest  patent  reel. 

My  fly-book  of  abnormal  size 
Bulges  with  various  casts  and  flies ; 
And  knowingly  I  pause  and  choose 
Which  of  the  many  flies  to  use. 

I  know  the  name  of  everyone. 
And  if  the  Silver  Wilkinson, 
The  Butcher,  or  a  small  Jock  Scott, 
Will  look  acceptable,  or  not. 
One  gillie  holds  himself  aloof. 
And  also  holds  my  waterproof  ; 
A  second  near  at  hand  is  set. 
Armed  with  a  gaff  and  landing-net. 

And  keeps  an  ever- watchful  eye 
On  me  and  on  the  tempting  fly. 
All  that  the  angler's  heart  could  wish 
Is  mine— except,  of  course,  a  fish. 

— St,  James's  Gazette. 


"  Scribneb's,"  for  September,  contains  the  following 
as  to  how  slaves  were  carried  in  the  old  ships :  In  the 
larger  ships  the  space  between  the  top  of  the  cargo  and 
the  under  side  of  the  deck  was  sometimes  as  much  as  5ft. 
To  devote  all  that  space  to  air  was,  in  the  mind  of  the 
thrifty  slaver,  sheer  waste.  So  he  built  a  shelf  or  gallery 
6ft.  wide  all  the  way  around  the  ship's  hold,  between  the 
deck  and  the  slave  floor  that  was  laid  on  top  of  the  cargo. 
On  this  shelf  was  placed  another  layer  of  slaves,  thus 
increasing  the  number  carried  by  nearly  fifty  per  cent. 
The  crowding  in  the  big  ships,  having  two  decks  regularly, 
waa  still  worse,  for  a  slave  deck  was  built  clear  across 
between  these  two,  and  the  galleries  or  shelves  were  built 
bnth  under  and  above  the  slave  deck.  There  were  ships 
where  four  layers  of  slaves  were  placed  thua  between  per- 
manent decks  that  were  only  8ft.  apart,  and  there  are 
records  of  cases  where  smaller  ships— ships  having  but 
3ft.  or  so  of  space  between  cargo  and  deck — were  fitted 
with  galleries,  so  that  the  slavea  stretched  on  their  backs 
had  but  a  foot  or  leas  of  air  apace  between  their  faces  and 
the  deck  or  the  next  layer  above  them. 


To  increase  the  number  carried,  when  stretched  out  on 
deck  or  shelf,  the  slaves  were  sometimes  placed  on  their 
aides,  breast  to  back — "  spoon  fashion,"  as  the  slavers 
called  it — and  this  made  room  for  a  CDnsiderable  per  cent, 
extra.  However,  in  the  eighteenth  century  the  usual 
practice  was  to  place  them  on  their  backs,  and  to  allow 
about  2Jft.  of  air  space  above  the  faces  of  the  slaves,  and 
ia  this  way  cargoes  of  over  300  were  carried. 

 >♦»■»<  

"Angling,"  says  the  Sketch,  "seems  a  form  of  kill- 
ing holiday-time  peculiarly  soothing  to  the  overworked 
lawyer  and  politician.  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  and  Mr. 
Justice  Lawrance  are  both  keen  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton, 
and  the  late  Lord  Chief  Justice,  an  excellent  all-round 
sportsman,  discovered  the  valuable  qualities  of  the  lesser- 
known  Irish  salmon  rivers  before  they  became  so  justly 


popular  as  they  now  are.  Among  politicians.  Sir  Edward 
Grey  shares  with  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  the  reputation  of 
being  the  champion  angler  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Indeed,  on  one  occasion,  Sir  Edward,  at  the  time  a  Cabinet 
Minister,  was  actually  arrested  for  poaching  !  Time  was 
when  the  fitherman  was  made  hospitably  free  to  the  finest 
trout  fishing  in  the  kingdom  ;  but  this  has  all  come  to  an 
end,  and  there  are  now  very  few  streams  where  the 
stranger  can  enjoy  his  favourite  sport  without  paying  for 
it.  Indeed,  it  was  lately  laid  down,  with  some  justice, 
that  a  mile  of  sa'mou  river  is  a  younger  son's  good 
portion." 

 >♦»♦<  

There  is  a  story  of  a  herd  laddie  who  was  accosted  by 
an  angler  of  the  fashionable  type,  dressed  in  the  latest, 
with  new  basket  and  new  fishing  rod,  &c,,  to  match. 
"  Well,  boy,"  he  said,  "  do  many  anglers  come  thia 
way?"  "Ay,  whiles  ane  or  twa."  "I  suppose  they 
have  good  baskets  ?  "  "  Weel,  they  hiv  braw  baskets, 
but  there's  nevet  muckle  in  them." 


Fish  will  take  with  anything  "  if  they  only  take  it  into 
their  heads,"  as  the  half-wit  said  when  he  waa  angling 
with  a_  bent  pin.  Boys,  however,  have  recourse  to 
"  guddling "  when  no  other  means  are  available.  A 
clergyman  was  angling  one  day  for  trout  on  a  Highland 
stream  when  he  came  across  some  boys  "  gnddling  "  with 
their_  aleeves  and_  trousers  rolled  up.  "I  say,  boya," 
exclaimed  the  minister,  ' '  are  you  not  ashamed  of  your- 
selvea  to  be_  catching  the  poor  trout  ia  that  way,  guddling 
for  them  with  your  hands  under  the  stones  ?  You  know 
that  it  is  not  a  fair  way  of  taking  them."  The  boya 
looked  up  in  astonishment,  and  one  of  them,  bolder  than 
the  others,  replied  :  "  G'awa',  man,  it's  you  wha  shud  be 
ashamed,  tryin'  to  cheat  them  wi'  sham  flees  !  " 


"  There  are  more  ways  than  one  of  killing  a  pig." 
Ditto  for  cooking  eels.  The  following  recipe  seems  all 
right :  "  Skin  a  medium  sized  eel  and  cut  it  into  lengths 
of  6in.  Lard  them  with  bacon  and  lean  ham  in  two 
straight  rows  down  each  side  of  the  back.  Put  the  pieces 
into  a  shallow  stewpan  and  cover  them  with  white  wine. 
When  they  are  thoroughly  blanched  or  parboiled  take 
them  out  and  place  them  upon  a  dish,  screened  with  gravy 
that  has  been  simmered  to  a  caramel ;  add  the  liquor  in 
which  the  oollops  were  blanched  and  set  the  dish  in  a  hot 
oven  until  the  fish  are  a  rich  brown.  Send  them  to  the 
table  upon  the  dish  in  which  they  were  cooked.  Garnish 
it  with  lemon  slices  and  dust  them  with  cayenne." 


The  late  Bishop  Selwyn  (says  "  Blue  Dun  ")  delighted 
to  tell  the  following  racy  incident  in  his  varied  experience. 
While  Bishop  of  Ijiehfield  he  was  walking  one  day  in  the 
Black  Country,  and  observing  a  group  of  cplliers  seated 
by  the  roadside  in  a  semi-circle  with  a  brass  kettle  in  front 
of  them,  he  had  the  curiosity  to  inquire  what  was  going 
on.  "  Why,  yer  honour,"  replied  a  grave-looking  member 
of  the  group,  "  it's  a  sort  of  wager.  Yon  kettle  is  a  prize 
for  the  fellow  who  can  tell  the  biggest  fish  lie,  and  I  am 
the  umpire."  Amazed  and  shocked,  the  good  bishop  said 
reprovingly,  "  Why,  my  friends,  I  have  never  told  a  lie 
that  I  know  of  since  I  was  born."  There  was  a  dead 
silence,  only  broken  by  the  voice  of  the  umpire,  who  said 
in  a  deliberate  tone,  "  Gie  the  bishop  the  kettle." 

Epitaphs  are  occasionally  very  amusing,  and  generally 
provoke  more  smiles  than  tears.  On  the  remains  of  one 
elderly  female,  who  was  a  faithful  servant  for  many  years 
in  the  same  family,  waa  the  quotation:  "And  there 
remaineth,  therefore,  a  rest  for  the  people  of  the  Lord." 
Perhaps  in  this  world  she  had  little  rest.  Some  servants 
say  they  have  not.  One  gentleman  had  a  splendid  tomb- 
stone over  the  remains  of  his  wife  on  which  was  inscribed  i 
"  The  light  of  mine  eyes  has  departed."  Somehow  or 
other  he_  was  induced  to  marry  again  before  very  long, 
upon  which  a  waggish  friend  scribbled  underneath  the 
above :  "  But  he  Boon  struck  another  match !  " 


Occasionally  on  tombstones  the  inscription  explains 
too  much,  or,  rather,  is  likely  to  be  misconstrued  by  those 
who  read  too  literally,  as  when  a  man  loses  his  wife  it  is 
often  found  on  the  tombstone  that  "  The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  taketh  away,"  and  with  which  no  fault  can  be 
found ;  but  when,  as  sometimes  occurs,  it  goes  on  to  say, 
"  Blessed  ba  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  the  latter  part  of  the 
quotation  might  signify  what  was  not  intended. 


Seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  fishing 
boats  are  registered  as  belonging  to  England  and  Wales. 
Third-class  boats  are  not  compelled  to  register. 


The  steam  fishing  boat.  Lord  Bohs,  made  a  lucky  maiden 
voyage,  returning  to  Yarmouth  with  105,600  fish  aa  her 
firat  haul. 


The  number  of  British  fishermen  is  about  40,000,  and 
last  year  they  accounted  for  4,600,000owt.  of  fish,  exclusive 
of  herrings. 


Many  ministers  are  enthusiastic  anglers.  One,  a  keen 
follower  of  Izaak  Walton,  was  out  walking  one  Sunday 
when  he  acpidentally  came  upon  a  boy  fishing.  Taken  by 
surprise,  the  lad  was  so  perplexed  and  taken  aback  that  he 
allowed  the  line  to  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  stream, 
while  the  rev.  gentleman  began  lecturing  him  on  the  evils 
of  Sabbath  desecration.  The  miniater,  however,  on  seeing 
the  float  suddenly  bob  under  the  water,  brought  the 
lecture  to  an  abrupt  end  by  exclaiming,  "  Pu'  it  oot,  mon  ! 
D'ye  no'  see  ye've  got  a  bite  P  "  Dragnbt, 
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FRESHES. 


Further  north  the  angler  calls  them  "  spates.' 
In  Yorkshire  we  allude  to  a  brimming  tide  of  wild, 
impetuous  flood  water  as  a  "  fresh,"  when  we 
allude  to  it  by  name  at  all ;  but  the  nonchalant 
angling  Tyke  usually  refers  to  such  a  state  of 
things  in  the  oif-hand  words,  "  T'  river's  coming 
dahn,"  as  if,  forsooth,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, it  went  up. 

I  remember  some  time  ago  going  down  to  the 
Wharfe  one  morning  to  fish,  expecting  to  find  the 
water  at  something  like  a  normal  height.  When 
I  got  down  to  the  bank,  however,  the  biggest 
water  was  coming  down  that  had  been  seen  in  the 
dale  for  a  long  time.  Os^er  7ft.  of  flood  water 
was  hurling  itself  with  a  mighty  roar  beneath  the 
arches  of  the  old  stone  bridge.  The  riverside 
road  was  covered,  and  one  stream,  which 
is  usually  no  more  than  Syds.  or  lOyds. 
wide,  had  swollen  itself  to  100yds.  Meadows 
were  under  water ;  great  limbs  of  trees  were 
swept  past  on  the  angry,  swirling,  turbid  flood. 
Sand-martins,  whose  nests  in  the  banks  were 
buried  a  full  yard  deep  in  the  muddy  tide,  skimmed, 
houseless  and  homeless,  through  the  pelting 
rain,  over  old  Wharfe's  brown,  heaving  bosom. 
Evicted  rabbits  scampered  timidly  about  the 
soaking  pastures  in  the  woe-begone,  embarrassed 
manner  of  a  man  who  is  looking  for  nothing  and 
can't  find  it.  A  bright-eyed  water  vole,  flooded 
out  of  his  hole,  was  compelled  to  seek  refuge  at 
the  edge  of  the  tearing  current.  I  could  hear  him 
squeaking  in  a  minor  key,  it  seemed  to  me,  the 
mournful  ditty : 

Fatherless,  motherlees,  sadly  I  roam, 
A  chee-ild  of  misfortin',  driven  from  home, 

and  as  I  stood  gazing  in  awestricken  wonder  at 
the  extraordinary  scene  of  wild,  watery  turbulence, 
a  white-haired  native  septuagenarian,  rod  in  hand, 
joined  me.  For  a  moment  his  eye  wandered 
carelessly  over  the  scene,  and  then,  with  an  un- 
disguised double-page  sort  of  a  yawn,  he  casually 
observed  that  there  "  seemed  to  be  a  bit  of  a  fresh 
coming  dovm  " ;  and  I  said  I  thought  so. 

A  few  days  ago  I  was  fishing  again  the  same 
length  of  river  I  have  just  mentioned.  It  was  not 
an  auspicious  day  for  angling,  but  by  dint  of 
incessant  casting,  heavy  wading,  and  persistent 
doggedness,  I  had  managed  to  creel  seven  decent 
trout  when,  about  noon,  I  splashed  out  of  the 
river  and  flung  myself  down,  on  the  grass  for  a 
snack  of  lunch  and  a  rest;  and  as  I  snacked  I 
pulled  out  my  morning's  paper,  and  the  first 
paragraph  I  clapped  my  eyes  on  was  the  report  of 
how  in  the  very  pool  at  my  feet,  which  I  had  just 
been-  fishing,  and  from  which  I  had  taken  a  brace 
of  fish,  some  boys  the  evening  before  had  made  a 
bigger  and  a  more  gruesome  catch— the  dead 
body  of  an  unknown  man  "evidently  washed 
down  by  the  recent  freshes."  Somehow,  it  seemed 
to  me  that  I  had  tasted  more  toothsome  sauces  to 
my  sliced  beef  than  that  little  newspaper  para- 
graph. 

The  smooth-gliding  south  country  chalk- 
streams  in  times  of  abnormal  wet  rise  slowly  and 
steadily  as  a  British  artizan  on  day  work.  In  the 
north  the  rise  comes  all  of  a  heap,  as  it  were.  It 
comes  upon  the  unwary  angler  like  a  promiscuous 
brick  in  an  election  row.  A  little  above  the  spot 
where  the  body  was  found,  the  bed  of  the  river 
divides,  an  arm  branching  ofE  from  the  main 
stream  and  cutting  off  a  flat  pasture  of  three 
acres  or  so  from  the  mainland  before  it  rejoins 
the  river  200yds.  or  300yds.  below.  Ordinarily  a 
mere  trickle  like  a  rippling  brook  finds  its  way 
round  the  island ;  but  in  times  of  flood  this  back 
channel  is  filled  with  an  angry  torrent  5ft.  or  6ft 
deep. 

A  couple  of  seasons  since,  a  friend  of  mine  was 
one  evening  fishing  (wading)  the  main  portion  of 
the  river  near  the  island,  when  a  flood  came  down 
with  all  the  suddenness  of  a  Scarborough 
warning— "  a  word  and  a  blow,  the  blow  first." 
He  had  no  time  to  wade  across  to  the  mainland. 
He  had  the  choice  of  a  shelterless,  uninteresting 
island  or  -a  -fe-at-rate  sensational  coroner's 
inquest;  and,  being  a  modest  man,  with  a 
shrinking  from  playing  a  leading  part — even  as 
principal  corpse— at  any  public  function,  he  took 
his  chances  on  the  island.  There,  drenched  to 
the  skin  and  surrounded  by  the  pitiless  torrent. 


he  played  at  Robinson  Crusoe  all  through  the 
wet,  weary  watches  of  the  night  until,  about  three 
in  the  morning,  the  flood  abated  sufiiciently  to 
allow  him  to  wade  the  back  channel,  and  crawl 
home  with  a  mixed  basket  of  rheumatics  and 
influenza  that  kept  him  away  from  the  river  for 
months  afterwards. 

Upon  another  occasion  I  was  fishing  upstream 
worm  in  the  middle  of  summer.    The  river  was 
dead  low — as  low  as  an  undischarged  bankrupt's 
credit,  and  as  clear  as  a  saint's  conscience.  In 
such  a  water  clear-water  worm  was  the  only  lure 
that  promised  a  dish  of  trout.    I  had  basketed  a 
few  nice  fish,  and  was  wading  the  middle  of  a 
rippling  shallow  about  40yds.  wide,  at  the  head 
of  a  stream,  when  I  noticed  that  the  water  was 
taking  on  a  brown,  peaty  colour,  and  a  trout  rose 
near  me.    Without  shifting  my  position,  I  took 
off  the  worm  tackle  and  substituted  a  cast  of  flies 
Flick !  tug  !  splash  !  I  was  fighting  a  trout  on 
the  tail   fly ;    and  flick !   tug !  splash !  again. 
Another  was  quickly  disputing  every  inch  of  his 
way  to  the  creel  to  join  his  brothers  in  misfor- 
tune, when  I  noticed  that  bits  of  straw  and  twig 
were  coming  down,  and  that  the  darkening  water 
was  beginning  to  creep  steadily  up  my  waders. 
I  knew  then  that  it  was  time  to  quit,  and  I  quit. 
Even  as  I  turned  to  put  my  best  brogue  forward 
in  a  line  for  the  nearest  point  of  terra  Jirma,  the 
increasing  roar  of  the  stream  above,  sounding  like 
the  opening  of  the  swell-box  of  some  Titanic  organ, 
struck  my  ear,  and  glancing  upstream  I  saw  the 
front  rank  of  the  foaming  "  white  horses  "  of  the 
fresh  tearing  down  the  rough  stream  like  a 
cavalry  charge.    I  scrambled  out  of  that  river 
like  a  small  boy  out  of  an  orchard  with  a  dog  in 
it,  and  sat  breathlessly  watching  the  swirling 
waters  gaUop  past.     Within  twenty  minutes 
of  the  time  that  I  was  fishing  in  low,  gin-clear 
water  the  river  had  risen  over  3ft. 

Suddenly  it  struck  me  that  it  would  probably 
be  a  unique  performance  to  catch  trout  with  clear- 
water  worm  in  a  crystal  stream,  trout  with  fly  in 
a  typical  fly  water,  and  trout  with  the  swum  worm 
in  a  veritable  pea-soup  flood;   all  within  the 
limits  of  a  stone's  throw,  and  all  within  one  brief 
haK  hour.     Hastily  putting  on  a  float  and 
shotted  tackle,  I  sent  a  worm  in  swimming  in  a 
suitable  eddy.    I  think  it  extremely  probable 
that  I  should  have  succeeded  in  pulling  off  the 
treble  event,  had  I  not  been  startled  by  loud 
hallooing  and  excited  shouting  from  the  wood  a 
little  higher  upstream.    Instantly  awful  pictures 
of  watery  tragedies  flashed  across  my  mind  in  all 
the  most  brilliant  colours.    Could  someone  have 
been  caught  in  the  sudden  rise  ?    One,  did  I  say  ? 
From  the  volume  of  shouting  it  sounded  more 
like  a  whole  picnic.     Filled    with    alarm,  I 
hurriedly  reeled  up  and  flew  to  the  rescue  ;  only, 
however,  to  meet  in  the  wood  an  excited  gang  of 
workmen  in  various  stages  of  undress,  from  the 
monochrome  buff  birthday  suit  to  the  hat  and 
shirt  and  boots  combination  without  trousers. 
They  had  been  at  work  in  the  river  above  the 
wood,  erecting  a  stake  and  wattle  weir  to  protect 
the  bank,  when  the  flood  rushed  down  so  suddenly 
upon  them  that,  although  they  just  managed  to 
save  themselve,  it  swam  away  their  trestles,  which 
they  were  now  following  as  they  floated  down  on 
the  heaving  torrent,  trying  to  lasso  them  with 
ropes  from  the  bank. 

It  must  not,  of  course,  be  supposed  that  every 
north-country  fresh  is  characterised  by  these 
dangerously  sudden  rises.  Often  enough,  when  the 
rainfall  responsible  for  the  flood  is  distributed  over 
a  considerable  length  of  the  river,  the  water  rises 
gradually  and  slowly,  as  though  caused  by  the 
slow,  regular  tilting  of  some  huge  tub  full  of 
aquosity.  At  other  times,  as  I  have  shown,  the 
effect  is  as  though  the  bottom  of  the  tub  had 
tumbled  out  all  at  once. 

But  whether  the  rise  of  water  comes  slowly  or 
suddenly,  the  word  quickly  passes  round  that 
there  is  a  fresh  down,  and  at  the  magic  signal  the 
native  pot-hunter  grabs  his  rod  and  his  bag  of 
worms,  and  hies  him  gaily  to  the  edge  of  the 
thick  brown  tide,  there  to  skuU-drag  the  half 
blind  trout  by  the  score  out  of  the  eddies  where 
most  thesy  congregate,  until  hunger,  or  weariness, 
or  diminution  of  sport  (?)  drives  him  back  home 
with  his  load,  never  to  dream  of  turning  out  again 
until  the  next  fresh  brings  him  his  next  oppor- 
tunity to  "  drag  'em  out  by  t'  hair  o' t'  head." 
My  curse  be  on  him  for  a  spoil-sport. 

W.  Carter  Platts. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Noeman  presided  at  the  committee  and 
ordinary  meetings  held  at  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Coleman-street,  on  Tuesday  last.    Almost  as  soon  as  the 
latter  meeting  was  opened,  a  telegram  wag  handed  to  the 
chairman  from  Messrs.  Gibson  and  Connellan,  who  are 
away  in  Ireland:  "  Thirty-aix  pollack,  weight  about 
2G01b.,  largest  lljlb.   One  other  day's  report  to  hand  was  : 
Eleven  pollack,  largest  71b. ;  three  conger,  largest  121b. ; 
twenty-one  bream,  largest  31b.  ojz. ;  and  cod,  blue  sharks, 
nurse  dogs,  but  no  spur  dogs  this  time.    Mr.  Chasteney 
oiptnred  four  very  nice  trout  at  Cheehim,  weighing 
61b.  2oz.,  largest  two,  21b.  and  lib.  14oz.  respectively,  with 
the  Olive  Dun  and  Coachman.    Mr.  Eldred,  on  Saturday 
last,  took  a  very  handsome  trout  of  lib.  lOoz.  with  the 
Wickham,  and  one  of  about  lib.  with  the  Governor,  from 
the  lower  water.    Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  was  at  Chesham  on 
Wednesday  last,  and  caught  three  trout,  one  returned, 
largest  retained  going  lib.  SJoz.    Mr.  Saunders  also  took 
a  roach  of  12oz.    All  fish  taken  with  the  Bradshaw's 
Fancy.    Mr.  Wertheim,  at  Brundell,  twenty-four  roach 
one  day;  fifty-one,  largest  lOoz.,  another;  and  at  Acle 
only  very  small  roach  and  bream,  due,  it  was  thought,  to 
a  very  high  tide,  as  other  anglers  had  a  similar  experience 
there.     The  reports  from    Leigh    are    not  so  good 
this    week,    Mr.    Buckingham    taking   only    six  on 
one    day    and    one    fish   another ;     Mr.    Hicks  an 
empty   creel ;    eight  fish  among   a   party    of    four ; 
and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  two  dozen  flitfiah  and  one  shad. 
Mr.  A.  Zerfass  gave  an  interesting  account  of  a  day's  trip 
out  from  Dartmouth  on  a  fishing  boat,  where  anchor  was 
cist  in  twenty-seven  fathom  water,  some  large  cod,  sea 
bream,  and  conger  being  taken.    The  fiah  falling  to  Mr. 
Zerfass's  rod  included  l^lb.  whiting,  sea  bream  up  to  be- 
tween 21b.  and  31b.,  a  pollack  of  51b  ,  three  horse  mackerel 
of  about  21b.  each,  all  of  which  provided  him  with  very 
good  sport.    Mr.  Oartland  and  friend  on  Saturday  had 
some  nice  roaoh  from  Kelvedon.    Mr.  Kaisen,  fishing  at 
Limpsnhoe,  near  Cantley,  during  three  days  took  112  fish. 
Largest  bream,  lib.  14oz. ;  largest  roach,  14az.    A  com- 
mittee meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  and  I  shall 
be  glad  to  have  a  good  attendance  of  members,  as  business 
of  some  importance  may  be  brought  before  the  ordinary 
meeting.     A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.  J.  H.  Walkee  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting,  held  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  12,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  E.  M. 
Mallett  occupied  the  chair.    The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.    The  hon.  sec.  read 
letters  from  the  following  :  The  society's  agent  at  Margate 
reported  that  the  fiah  were  coming  in  well  there,  he,  with 
two  friends,  on  Sept.  7  having  taken  two  and  a  quarter 
score  codling,  pouting,  and  whiting.     On  Sept.  8  two 
other  gentlemen  took  eleven  bass  with  the  fly  in  Palm 
Bay.    On  Sept.  9  Mr.  Gomm  took  eight  grey  mullet  of 
fair  size  under  the  jetty.    On  Sept.  10  two  gentlemen, 
with  five  rods,  took  three  and  three-quarter  score  whiting, 
one  score  cod  and  pouting.    The  society's  agent  at  Deal 
reported  splendid  spjrt  in  the  bay,  whiting  running  very 
fair  size,  also  pout,  dabs,  and  occasional  codling.  Mr. 
T.  T.  Moyes,  fishing  at  Bindown Point,  Cornwall,  with  two 
friends,  reported  excellent  sport,  having  taken  eighteen 
pollack,  varying  from  81b.  to  121b.  each ;  one  sea  bream  of 
31b. ;  five  whiting,  weighing  71b.,  and  four  pollack  weigh- 
ing 121b.,  in  one  and  a  half  hours;  also  two  pollack,  of 
I3lb.  and  141b.  each.    Mr.  G.  Kead-Clarke,  at  Deal  on 
Sept.  8,  9,  and  10,  fishing  with  a  friend,  took,  on  the  Sch, 
twelve  codling  of  about  21b.  each,  nine  pouting  of  good 
size,  and  one  small  eel ;  on  the  9th,  two  codling  and  one 
score  pouting  ;  on  the  10th,  twenty-two  pouting  and  four 
whiting.    Mr.  Minohin,  at  Bindown,  took  about  Ifcwt., 
principally  pollack,  best  about  1216. ;  two  bream  of  about 
31b. ;  several  mackerel  of  about  1  Jib.  ^  coalfi  jh,  t wo  beat  181b. 
each,  and  mentioned  that  the  cnad  were  swarming.  The 
following  experiences  were  then  given  by  members ; 
Messrs.  Tucker  and  Edwards,  fishing  at  Leigh  on  Sept.  10, 
found  sport  poor,  only  taking  five  flounders,  best  lib! 
Mr.  Yates,  at  Deal,  on  Sept.  7,  8,  and  10;  on  7th,  taking 
three  score  and  six  flatfish;  on  the  Sch,  thirteen  flatfish 
and  whiting;  and  on  the  10th,  an  enormous  catch  of 
whiting  of  fair  size.   The  hon.  sec.  and  Mr.  J.  Hundley, 
at  Leigh,  on  Sept.  8,  took  about  one  score  fljunders  (best 
about  IJlb.)  and  a  chad,  which  leapt  three  times  like  a 
trout.    The  first  flounder  was  taken  by  Mr.  Hundley  on 
preserved  mussel.    Mr.  Grube,  at  Deal  on  Sept.  9,  with  a 
friend,  took  196  fish,  weighing  691b.,  mostly  whiting,  some 
flatfish  and  codling;  118  came  to  Mr.  Grube's  rod.  Mr. 
Newark,  at  Dover,  took  six   dozen   pouting,  a  few 
whiting,  and  codling;  best  pouting,  IJlb. ;  best  codling, 
about  21b.    The  hon.  sec.  announced  that  the  price  of  the 
dried  mussel  supplied  by  F.  Gosden,  of  460,  Oxford-road, 
Reading,  is  thirty  a  shilling,  postage  Id.  extra.    Later  in 
the  evening  a  telegram  was  received  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Litch- 
field, saying  that  he  had  just  landed  at  Lulworth  Cove 
with  four  score  fifteen  fish.   A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  and  usual  toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETI. 
There  was  an  excellent  muster  of  members  at  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society,  Dr.  Chaa.  S.  Patter- 
son presiding.  A  telegram  was  first  read  from  Mr.  C. 
Butler,  who  is  fishing  at  Harris,  to  the  effect  that 
although  sport  had  been  very  poor  he  had  taken  in  a  fort- 
night forty-five  sea  trout,  and  had  lost  a  good  salmon. 
Mr.  H.  Harden  had  been  doing  exceedingly  well  on 
the  Lamboome  and  Kennet,  kilUng  on  the  last-named 
river  two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  and  four  and  a  half 
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brace  of  fine  grayling.  He  also  had  three  brace  of  rainbow 
trout  from  the  Eabonrne.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf  had 
taken  over  two  dozen  flitfiah  at  Lsigh  and  at  Whitetable. 
Mr,  E.  K.  Foreman  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway  had 
Boored  amongst  the  baas.  Three  of  these  fish  were 
shown  on  the  table — heaviest  21b.  The  bass  were  for 
the  most  part  caught  on  a  3§in.  silver  phantom.  At 
Uxbridge  Capt.  Hayward  Pinch  had  had  a  poor  day,  and 
Mr,  M.  G.  E.  de  Couroy  reported  that  the  roach  were 
dead  off  when  he  visited  the  water.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown 
brought  np  a  leash  of  chub  from  a  private  part  of  the 
Colne,  best  fish  21b.  4dz.,  caught  with  the  fly.  He 
mentioned  that  he  hooked  "  one  or  two  other  things," 
including  a  brace  of  cows.  The  latter  broke  away,  or  he 
might  have  had  the  pleasure  of  putting  them  upon  the 
table.  He  added  humorously  that  the  animals  were  a 
great  nuisance  to  him — one  annexed  an  old  pouch  which 
he  used  to  damp  his  casts  iu.  A  "  terror "  was 
aflixed  to  one  cast,  an  Alexindra  to  a  second, 
and  a  Butcher  to  the  third.  The  cowa  aforesaid  ate  the 
lot,  ppuch  and  all !  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  gave  an  account  of 
grayling  fishing  on  the  Kennet  and  Itchen,  where  he  had 
taken  fish  up  to  21b.  in  weight.  Mr.  J,  W.  Ziehnsdorf 
then  introduced  to  the  members  Mr.  Haig,  from  America,, 
who  submitted  most  interesting  particulars  regarding  the 
black  bass.  He  dealt  with  the  characteristics  of  the  fish, 
its  method  of  spawning,  and  how  it  wag  caught  on  the 
other  side  of  the  "  herring  pond."  He  saw  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  thrive  in  England,  provided  it  could  be 
prevented  from  going  down  to  the  sea.  An  inland 
lake  might  be  stocked  having  a  stream  running  up- 
country  connecting  with  it,  but  the  water  must  be  pure. 
The  black  bas3  would  not  suit  the  tidal  part  of  the 
Thames,  as  it  was  so  filthy,  but  if  some  were  put  in  at 
Hampton  Court  and  above  that  place  they  would  do  well. 
The  water  there  was  clear,  cold,  and  deep,  and  it  would 
find  shallow  water  near  at  hand  where  it  could  spawn. 
The  fish  would  go  down  to  the  sea,  and  return  to  the  fresh 
water  again  like  the  salmon.  The  chairman  added  a  few 
words  as  to  rainbow  trout,  and  in  reply  to  questions  Mr. 
Haig  expressed  an  opinicm  that  Sahno  ii-ideus  would  stay 
where  it  was  introduced.  The  usual  toasts  olcssd  an 
agreeable  meeting.  M.  G,  E.T)eC. 


COUNTY  PALATINE  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  second  championship  competition  of  the  above  was 
held  on  Saturday  list  (Sept.  8),  in  the  Peak  Forest  Canal 
at  Strines  and  Marple,  in  splendid  weather.  The  entries 
numbered  325,  which  was  not  quite  so  good  as  expected, 
bat  the  event  was  a  success  in  every  other  way,  and  proved 
very  interesting.  Salford  again  secured  the  premier 
honour,  in  the  person  of  J,  Wharton  (V7easte),  with 
14oz.  lOdr.,  and  he  takes  the  championship  gold  medal  and 
£2  10s.  A.  Jones  (Bradford  Total  Abstinence)  was  a 
good  second,  with  13oz.  4dr.,  and  he  secures  the  gold 
centre  silver  medal  and  £1  lOa,  The  third  prize— a  silver 
medal  and  £1— was  won  by  E.  Mason  (Boathouse), 
with  13oz. 

The  other  winners  are  given  in  their  order:  4th,  A. 
Millard  (Salford  Friendly) ;  5th,  E.  Hibbert  (Moss  Side 
Social) ;  6th,  H.  Pallant  (Gorton) ;  7th,  W,  Collinge 
(Buckley  Arms) ;  8th,  R.  Statham  (Pendleton) ;  9th,  J. 
W.  Lancaster  (Weaste) ;  10th  and  11th  a  tie,  J.  Booth 
(Royal)  and  H.  Berry  (Duke  of  Cambridge);  12th.  H. 
Harrison  (Good  Intent,  Manchester) ;  13th  and  14th  a 
tie,  W.  H.  Rostron  (Urmston  and  Flixton)  and  T. 
Eastham  (Hulme  EUesmere) ;  15th,  T.  Ellis  (Duke  of 
Cambridge) ;  16th  and  17th  a  tie,  F.  Smith  (Old  House  at 
Home)  and  J.  Peak  (Dnkinfield  Waltonians) ;  ISth,  A. 
Ormrod  (Moss  Side  Social) ;  19th,  J,  Mitchell  (Ardwick) ; 
20th,  J.  W.  Shaw  (Good  Intent,  Manchester);  21st,  T. 
FarreU  (Hulme  Crown);  22nd,  W.  Robins  (Romilly); 
23rd,  24th,  and  25th  a  tie,  R.  Morris  (Weaste),  W.  Young 
and  J  .  T,  Curran  (Clarendon) ;  26th,  R.  Pendlebury 
(Horseshoe) ;  27th,  W.  Ashworth  (Salford  Friendly). 
The  lowest  weight  to  take  a  prize  was  5oz,  4dr, 
The  president,  Mr,  T.  J,  Hampton,  ably  ofSciated  as 
referee.  Tom  Driver. 


CREWE  NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSO- 
CIATION (CREWE  CENTRE). 
CHALLENGE  CUP  COMPETITION. 

The  Northern  Anglers'  Association  has  become  a  power 
in  the  legislation  of  angling  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.  Since  the  inauguration  vast  improvements 
and  reforms  have  been  formed  for  the  benefit  of  the  angling 
fraternity  generally.  The  ruling  council  of  the  body  have 
worked  with  remarkable  earnestness  and  fortitude,  often 
in  face  of  almost  insurmountable  difficulties.  Cheap 
travelling  on  the  railway  systems  has  been  one  of  the 
foremost  objects,  enabling  anglers  to  travel  to  fishing 
centres  at  reasonable  tariffs,  which  advantages  hive 
been  handsomely  conceded  by  almost  all  the  power- 
ful railway  companies  who  have  connections  in  North 
Wales,  Shropshire,  Staffordshire,  and  the  northern 
counties.  Many  and  varied  have  been  the  reforms  carried 
to  a  successful  issue  by  the  N.A.A,  A  regular  system  of 
preservation  has  been  established  over  the  fisheries  under 
their  immediate  guidance;  poaching  by  the  aid  of  nets  and 
other  nefarious  means  has  been  rigidly  suppressed. 

The  North  Stafford  Canal,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  added  to 
the  list  of  waters  already  under  the  protectorate  methods 
carried  out  so  ably  and  consistently  by  the  N.A.A.  This 
canal  would  be  a  most  valuable  addition,  oontaioing,  as  it 
does,  plenty  of  coarse  fish,  but  almost  absolutely  devoid  of 
pike,  which  fact  tends  to  cause  other  fish  to  thrive  and 
become  abundant.  No  angling  is  admissible  under  any 
considerations    from    the   towing-path,    owing  to  the 


enormous  amount  of  traffic  travelling  the  oanal  courses, 
but  with  a  proviso  that  the  directorate  of  the  N.8.  Canal 
will  authorise  strict  rod-and-line  angling,  and  pass  the 
rights  of  the  fishing  over  to  the  N.A.A.,  the  latter  will  no 
doubt  obtain  the  requisite  liberties  to  fish  from  the  field 
sides  of  the  canal  from  the  various  landowners. 

Almost  every  boatman  on  this  oanal  possesses  a  net,  and 
it  is  almost  a  daily  occurrence  for  him  to  catch  a  supply  of 
fish.  Enormous  numbers  of  small  fry  are  killed  by  tiese 
ehughtering  operations ;  but  the  sport  of  the  rod  and  line 
fraternity  must  be  protected,  and  it  is  hoped,  not  only  on 
behalf  of  those  anglers  residing  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  waterway,  but  also  for  the  benefit  of  those  living  at 
a  distance,  that  the  directors  of  the  N  S.  Canal  will,  with 
the  same  magnanimity  displayed  in  a  sportsmanlike 
manner  by  the  management  of  the  Shropshire  Union 
and  other  canal  systems,  decide  for  the  N.A.A.  in  the 
bon&  fide  interests  and  welfare  of  the  sport  of  the  wielders 
of  the  rod  and  line,  and  so  do  away  completely  with 
wholesale  netting  practice,  which  has  np  to  the  present 
sacrificed  unnecessarily  millions  of  fish. 

The  members  of  the  above  society  obtained  the  sanction 
of  the  authorities  of  the  N.S.  Canal  to  fish  their 
first  challenge  cup  competition  in  their  water  on 
Saturday  last  (Sept,  1),  close  on  one  hundred  fishermen 
accepting  the  invitation,  this  number  being  but  a  small 
percentage  of  the  members  of  the  Crewe  Centre.  The 
cup  is  held  by  the  winner's  club  for  twelve  months.  Should 
he  win  it  in  two  successive  seasons,  or  three  times  in  all,  it 
becomes  his  personal  property.  The  winner  also  took  a 
medal,  presented  by  Councillor  Kettell,  of  Crewe,  and 
also  a  money  prize. 

List  of  winners,  clubs,  and  weights.  Pegged-down  for 
two  hours. 


lb.  oz.  dr, 

1.  T.  Bickerton  (Elworth)   15  0 

2.  B.Foster            „    0  15*  0 

3.  W.  Butt  (No.  1  Crewe)   0  15|  3 

4.  W.  Halse  (Middlewioh)    0  15  1 

5.  J.  Mulliner  (Elworth)   0  14J  2 

6.  J.  Pick?tock  (Wharton)  :..  0  14|  1 

7.  J.  Dickinson  (Middlewioh)   0  9J  0 

8.  J.  Halse    0  8i  3 

9.  H,  Hall  (No.  1  Crewe)    0  8^  1 


The  prizes  were  afterwards  distributed  in  the  concert 
room  of  the  Midland  Inn,  Elworth,  by  Councillor  Kettell, 
Crewe,  who,  in  a  few  well-chosen  remarks,  stated  his 
desires  to  further  the  true  interests  of  all  anglers,  and  was 
willing  to  do  his  uttermost  for  them  if  it  lay  in  his  power. 

Mr.  J.  Bates  then  took  the  chair  for  a  short  period,  and 
said  that  though  he  was  not  an  orator,  the  angling 
fraternity  could  always  rely  on  his  mind  being  busy  in 
their  interests. 

Mr.  H  orac* Oliver  acted  as  chairman  at  a  later  sitting, 
and  stated  his  desires  to  support  angling  in  aU  its  branches, 
and  anything  calculated  to  assist  the  cause  of  the  brethren 
of  the  rod  and  line,  he  would  always,  as  heretofore,  give 
his  strong  support. 

Mr.  E.  Evans  treated  his  audience  to  some  excellent 
songs ;  and  Messrs.  Kesteven,  Bickerton,  Hallmark,  T. 
Sherwin,  and  others  contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the 
evening, 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairmen  for  presiding, 
and  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  a  most 
successful  and  pleasurable  day  to  a  close. 

Horace  Olivbr, 


RIVER  TWEED  COMMISSIONERS. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  at 
Kelso,  on  Monday,  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Major  Sir 
Wm,  CroBsmaa,  Bart.,  of  Chiswiok,  and  amongst  others 
present  were  :  Mr,  C,  H,  Scott- Plummer,  of  Sunderland 
Hall ;  Mr,  D,  H,  Askew-Robertson,  younger,  of  Lady- 
kirk  ;  Mr,  T.  J.  S.  Roberts,  of  Dry  Grange ;  Mr.  John 
Scott,  of  Gala  ;  Mr.  Hugh  Scott-Makdongall,  of  Makers- 
tonn ;  Mr.  Jas.  Brunton  (representing  the  Duke  of  Roi- 
burghe),  Mr.  Cunningham,  Glendouglass  (representing 
the  Earl  of  Home)  j  Mr,  Oaverhill,  Jedneuk  (representing 
the  Marquis  of  Lothian);  Mr,  Wm.  Young  (Berwick 
Salmon  Fisheries  Company) ;  and  Mr,  David  W,  B.  Tait. 
W,  S.  (clerk),  &c. 

After  several  apologies  for  absence  had  been  intimated, 
the  annual  report  of  the  Police  Committee  was  submitted. 
In  this  reference  was  made  to  the  loss  the  Board  had 
sustained  through  the  death  of  the  late  Mr.  Jas,  Tait, 
senior  clerk,  who  had  officiated  with  much  acceptance, 
and  had  proved  himself  a  valuable  servant  daring  the  past 
thirty-three  years.  For  some  time  past  he  had  been 
assisted  in  this  capacity  by  his  son,  Mr.  David  W.  B.  Tait, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Notice  was 
also  made  of  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  S.  Paulin,  treasurer, 
and  whose  place  has  been  filled  by  Mr.  Henderson, 
Berwick,  The  report  also  showed  that  the  revenue  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  so  far  as  collected,  was 
£2853  18s.,  and  the  expenditure  £3183  Is.  9d.,  showing  a 
deficit  of  £329  3s.  3d.  Arrears  of  assessment  outstanding, 
however,  amount  to  £335  28.  5d.,  and  including  this, 
the  year's  work  shows  a  surplus  of  £5  18a.  8d,  The 
statutory  assessment  for  the  year  amounted  to  £3037  Os.  4d. , 
the  remainder  of  the  revenue  being  derived  from  fines  and 
expenses.  The  assesnable  value  of  the  river  has  further 
decreased  by  about  £80.  The  total  cost  of  prosecutions 
during  the  year  was  £227  28.  8d.,  from  which  falls  to  be 
deducted  £147  Os.  9d.  of  fines  and  expenses  recovered. 

In  Scobland  102  oases  were  tried,  at  an  average  cost  of 
£1  153.  9d.,  and  in  England,  fourteen  cases,  at  an  average 
of  £3  3s.  8d.  The  average  cost  in  the  various  Border 
counties  were  :  Berwickshire,  £4  Os.  4d. ;  Roxburghshire, 
£1  163. ;  Selkirkshire,  £1  lOs. ;  Peeblesshire,  £1  lis.  7d. 
The  number  of  offenders  daring  the  year  was  281, 
and     the    number   of    persens   prosecuted   was  184, 


compared  with  170  laat  year.  Of  these  eighty-five  paid 
fines,  and  fifty-four  went  to  prbon.  The  number  of  nets 
and  of  fish  geized  at  the  sea  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
was  277  nets,  and  149  fish.  Proceedings  had  again  been 
taken  against  persons  for  taking  "  orange  tins  "  or  sea 
trout  smolts,  and  a  conviction  had  been  obtained.  The 
number  of  offenders  reported  for  poaching  in  the  upper 
district  was  218.  There  had  been  a  serious  outbreak  of 
"  fungoid  "  during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  fish 
taken  out  of  the  river  being  much  above  the  figures  of  the 
two  preceding  years.  The  number  of  salmon  buried  was 
forty-four  less  than  last  year,  but  408  grilse  and  552  sea 
trout  more  than  last  year.  The  number  of  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea  trout  which  had  died  or  had  been  taken  out  of  the 
river  and  tributaries  since  October,  1899,  to  June,  1900, 
was  1855,  against  939  last  year,  and  since  1879  the  total 
number  was  111,088.  The  committee  think  it  very 
desirable  that  in  any  future  salmon  legislation  all  kinds  of 
the  migratory  Salmonidx  should  be  distinctly  specified  by 
whatever  local  names  they  may  be  known,  as  they  are  now 
to  a  great  extent  in  the  English  Act.  In  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report  the  chairman  commented  on  the 
gratifying  fact  that  poaching  had  diminished  considerably 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  said  the  reported  increase 
in  the  upper  district  was  unquestionably  due  to  the 
immense  number  of  fish  which  found  their  way  to  the  higher 
parts  of  the  river  in  November  and  December,  and 
subsequently  got  into  the  tributaries.  The  serious 
extent  to  which  the  disease  had  prevailed  daring 
the  season  was  much  to  be  regretted.  Continaing, 
Sir  William  said  he  didn't  think  there  was  much  likeli- 
hood of  getting  immediate  legislation  during  the  present 
or  any  Government.  As  had  often  been  the  case,  the 
question  had  been  shelved  by  the  appointment  of  another 
Royal  Commission.  They  all  hoped  the  new  commission 
would  do  their  utmost  to  induce  the  Government  to  carry 
out  that  provision  in  the  general  law  of  Scotland  which 
they  were  all  anxious  to  see  carried  out.  This  commission 
would  sit  at  Edinburgh  in  October,  and  he,  along  with 
Sir  Richard  J.  Waldie  Griffith,  Bart.,  and  Mr,  D.  Tait, 
had  been  selected  to  represent  the  Tweed  district  and 
give  evidence ;  but  it  wds  a  great  pity  that  they  should 
represent  different  districts,  as  the  interests  of  the  upper 
and  lower  proprietors  were  practically  the  same.  Previous 
to  the  appointment  of  the  B  jyal  Commission  the  Tweed 
Commissioners  addressed  a  circular  to  the  various 
fishing  boards  in  Scotland  as  to  certain  points  on 
which  the  fishery  law  of  Scotland  might  be  amended, 
and  he  had  pleasure  in  stating  that  replies  were 
generally  favourable  to  what  the  commissioners  proposed. 
One  important  point  was  that  it  should  be  illegal  to  sell 
salmon  duri»g  the  extended  period  allowed  for  rod  fishing 
after  the  nets  had  been  removed  in  the  autumn.  (JntU 
this  was  done  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  impossible  to  put 
a  stop  to  illegal  traffic  in  fish.  Mr.  Cunningham  seconded 
the  motion,  and  the  report  was  adopted.  The  chairman 
also  referred  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  a  fish 
hatchery  for  Tweed  and  Teviot  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Oornhill.  Considerable  correspondence  had  taken  place 
on  the  subject  with  Mr.  Calderwocd,  Inspector  of  Salmon 
Fisheries  for  Scotland ;  but  from  his  communications  it 
was  readily  seen  that  Mr.  Calderwood  did  not  altogether 
approve  of  the  hatchery,  but  would  rather  that  nets  be 
used  the  whole  way  up  to  Coldstream.  Mr.  Scott,  of 
Gala,  asked  if  Mr.  Calderwood's  opinion  was  that  the 
whole  question  of  the  hatchery  should  be  dropped  ?  The 
chairman  said  Mr.  Calderwood  did  not  go  so  tar,  but  did 
not  altogether  favour  their  proposal.  The  matter,  how- 
ever, would  be  brought  up  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Police  Committee.  After  several  other  minor  items  had 
been  done,  Mr.  Roberts  said  that  a  very  good  alteration 
in  the  Scottish  law  would  be  to  make  fishing  illegal  from 
an  hour  after  sunset  until  within  an  hour  of  sunrise.  This 
would  stop  a  great  deal  of  "sniggling"  that  went  on  in 
other  water.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala,  naoved  that  a  record  be 
made  in  their  minutes  of  their  sense  of  the  great  loss 
sustained  by  the  death  of  Admiral  Sir  Henry  Fdirfax,_of 
Ravenswood,  who  was  an  active  member  of  the  Police 
Committee,  and  had  the  best  of  its  interests  always 
at  heart.  Mr.  James  Brunton  seconded,  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to.  The  usual  sum  of  £20 
was  granted  for  experiments,  and  the  statutory  assess- 
ment was  imposed  as  usual,  subject  to  any  alteration 
the  committee  might  make.  The  Police  Committee  was 
rearranged  as  follows:  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  Earl  of 
Home,  Earl  of  Haddington,  Lord  Polworth,  Mr.  Wm. 
Young  (Berwick  Fisheries  Company),  Sir  Wm.  Scott, 
Capt.  J.  A.  Forbes  (Berwick  Harbour  Commissioners), 
Mrs.  Hodgson-Huntly,  Major-Gen.  Sir  Wm.  Grossman, 
Col.  Milne  Home,  Mr.  Geo.  Houston  Boswall,  Mr.  H,  S. 
Christison,  Mr,  C.  H.  Scott-Piummer,  Mr.  D.  Watson- 
Askew,  Sir  R.'J.  Waldie  Griffith,  Mr.  R.  C.  Campbell- 
Renton,  Mr.  Geo.  Grey  (Milfield),  Mr.  J.  C.  Collingwood, 
Mr.  Scott  (of  Gala),  Mr.  J.  R.  Carr-Ellison,  Mr.  P.  D. 
Blake,  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hotham,  Mr.  T.  J._  8. 
Roberts,  Sir  Wm.  Ramsay  Fairfax,  Marquis  of  Lothian, 
and  Mr.  Scott-Makdougall.  The  Special  Legislation 
Committee  was  appointed  as  follows  :  Duke  of  Roxburghe 
(or  Mr.  Brunton),  Earl  of  Home  (or  Mr.  Cunningham), 
Sir  Wm.  Grossman,  Col.  Milne  Home,  Mr.  Geo.  Houston 
Boswall,  Mrs.  Hodgson-Huntly  (or  factor).  Lord  Pol- 
worth,  Sir  R.  J.  Waldie  Griffith,  Mr.  C.  H.  Scott- 
Plummer,  Mr,  Campbell-Renton,  Mr.  F,  D.  Blake,  Mr. 
Wm.  Young,  Lient.-Col.  A.  B.  Haig,  Capt.  J,  A,  Forbes, 
and  Mr.  David  WatBon-Askew.  Votes  of  thanks  brought 
the  proceedings  to  a  close.  Maxwhbel. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Oo.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan'B  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  OATAliOaoa  of  these  Text  Books,  Glass  Books,  His- 
taries,  and  Indittn  dovemmeni  PubllcMtiens  can  be  had  on 
apiiUcatioB. 
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STALKING  A  CHUB. 

Fob  nearly  two  whole  aummera  was  I  well  acquainted 
with  a  grandfatherly  chub.  We  were  not  on  speaking 
terms  exactly,  nor,  so  far  as  I  know,  did  my  admiration 
for  him  meet  with  reciprocal  feeling.  Yet  I  knew  him  by 
sight  80  well  that  I  verily  believe  I  knew  the  number  of 
his  scales  to  a  one.  I  knew  him  so  well,  indeed,  that  I 
often  thought  if  ever  I  got  him  ashore  I  should  feel  that  I 
had  killed  a  friend,  and  should  regret  the  day  for  the  rest 
of  my  life.  He  was  a  fine  chub ;  he  had  a  manner  about 
him  that  must  have  endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  many  a 
ohnbess,  for  no  one  ever  came  home  to  tea  more  regularly, 
or  loved  his  home  so  much. 

For  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary,  he  led  a  life  of 
connubial  bliss ;  but  I  never  saw  him  except  when  his 
domestic  ties  were  relaxed  fora  season,  and  he  was,  as  it 
were,  out  for  his  summer  holidays.  He  ended  his  days  a 
grass  widower. 

It  took  me  a  long  while  to  bring  him  to  that  state  ;  but 
I  am  rewarded  at  last  by  having  him  to  look  at  whenever 
I  please,  so  life-like  has  Mr.  Cooper  made  him. 

He  lived  his  quiet  life  in  an  ideal  chub-hole  in  the  Ouse, 
about  two  miles  from — no,  I  don't  think  I'll  tell  you  ;  you 
might  tell  someone  else.  His  brother,  or  something,  is 
still  there,  and  waits  for  me,  I  know.  You  might  have 
him  instead  of  me.  He  has  lota  of  little  friends  and 
relatives  there,  from  tiddlers  of  Jib.  to  grown-ups  of  about 
21b.  You  would  be  quite  welcome  to  them,  but  you  might 
run  him,  and  I  shouldn't  like  it.  No  ;  I'll  keep  the  place 
to  myself  at  present,  if  you  don't  mind. 

If  you  were  to  see  this  ohubbery  you  would  know  it  as 
such  in  a  moment  There  are  the  overhanging  willowa 
and  the  old  bank  that  positively  spells  chub — they 
couldn't  help  being  there.  I  had  often  noticed  it,  but 
somehow  I  neglected  it  for  a  long  time. 

It  wasn't  very  convenient  to  get  at  for  one  thing,  and 
it  is  something  more  than  a  walk^  from  my  quarters,  and 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  water.  It's  poaching,  too  ;  and 
there  are  other  objections  less  surmountable.  When  once 
I  had  seen  this  gentle  chub,  however,  these  were  trifles, 
and  I  set  about  the  chase  in  as  bueiaess-like  a  fashion  as 
ever  chub  was  chased.  A  close  examination  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  hole  was  practically  nnfishable  from  the 
bank,  and  there  were  obvious  reasons  for  not  fishing  from 
a  punt.  I  only  discovered  the  reality  of  the  former  objec- 
tion after  I  had  the  fish  on  once.  There  appeared  to  be 
room  enough  to  get  a  decent  strike  between  the  branches 
of  the  willows,  but  there  wasn't.  For  the  first  part  of 
the  hunt  I  had  tried  him  that  way,  and  thus  came  to  know 
him  so  well.  He  didn't  seem  to  be  very  fond  of  worms, 
and  a  bee  or  two  thrown  in  generally  went  d  jwn  the 
gullet  of  the  wrong  chub.  Partly  hidden  by  the  trees,  I 
could  get  a  splendid  view  of  Mr.  Chub  ;  this  seemed  to  me 
about  the  only  advantage  the  trees  possessed.  I  felt  quite 
sure  if  I  could  only  get  the  trees  down  I  should  empty  the 
hole  cf  all  the  chubs  it  held.  It  wouldn't  have  been  very 
artistic  to  catch  them  that  way,  so  the  trees  stand  there 
still.  There  are  other  reasons,  but  that  one  will  do. 
Mixed  up  in  the  trees  it  took  a  good  man  to  see  you  from 
the  road.  Even  as  it  was  I  daren't  have  moved  if  a  fly 
settled  on  my  face,  and  they  did  by  scores,  and  I  brushed 
it  away.  There  wasn't  a  chub  to  be  seen  for  an  hour. 
So  patiently  have  I  stood  there  amongst  the  willows  that 
an  old  kingfisher  and  I  became  quite  friendly.  Often- 
times he  would  sit  within  a  few  feet  of  me  and  twist  his 
neck  and  open  his  beak  as  though  he  knew  I  was  there  to 
meet  him.  All  this  time  a  nice  piece  of  cheese  was 
on  a  triangle  and  a  leger.  He  liked  cheese,  did 
my  chubby  friend,  so  does  his  brother.  I  would  occa- 
sionally give  him  a  tiny  pill  of  it  to  tempt  his  appe- 
tite. I  soon  learnt  that  too  much  spoilt  it.  About 
the  fifth  time  I  tried  for  him  he  actually  took  the  right 
pieoe.  He  also  took  the  right  turning,  for  I  couldn't  keep 
a  tight  line  on  him,  and  he  got  round  a  stump  in  less  than 
no  time  just  to  prove  what  a  mug's  gime  I  was  at.  I  had 
struck  at  the  bite  of  some  of  the  tiddlers  before,  but  it 
generally  ended  by  missing,  and  getting  the  line  round  the 
farthest  branch  of  the  willow.  No  more  chub  that 
evening.  The  day  after  I  ran  him  I  had  to  return  to 
town,  but  with  the  fuU  intention  of  trying  my  luck  again 
a  bit  later.  I  couldn't  bear  to  think  of  that  chub  so  far 
away.  It  seemed  that  I  must  have  him  near  me.  He 
ought  to  be  mine  ;  and  more  week-ends  were  spent  until 
the  season  was  over,  and  he  left  his  summer  quarters. 

It  so  happened  that  during  the  following  winter  I  made 
friends  with  the  owner  of  the  water,  and  I  obtained  per- 
mission to  fish  it  from  a  punt.  Now,  I  thought,  the 
Bummer  will  soon  be  here,  and,  once  aboard  the  punt,  the 
chub  is  mine.  The  first  day  I  waa  out — towards  the 
middle  of  July — I  examined  the  spot  from  the  same 
vantage  ground,  and  to  my  delight  my  old  friend  waa  there. 
He'd  put  on  aome  flesh,  I  thought,  and  he  opened  his 
mouth  just  as  he  had  done  all  the  previous  summer,  only 
rather  wider  perhaps.  He  aeemed  to  recogniae  me,  for  he 
Tuent  to  tell  his  friends.  At  least,  he  went  somewhere. 
He  couldn't  stop  a  minute.  My  plans  had  matured  nicely 
during  the  winter  through  the  smoke  of  many  a  cigar.  I 
alwaya  amoke  Mexicans.  They're  cheap,  and  really  not  at 
all  bad  these  hard  times.  There  was  no  stream  under  the 
tree ;  long  corking  wouldn't  work,  so  I  would  moor  the 
punt  a  few  yarda  off,  and  fish  the  hole  comfortably. 
Would  I  ?  I  couldn't  begin  to  caat  anywhere  near  the 
right  place.  Outside  the  hole  and  the  trees  it  was  a  mass 
of  weed,  into  which  I  fished  for  at  least  one  whole  day. 

There  was  nothing  to  do  but  to  get  right  under  the  treea, 
deposit  the  leger,  and  retire  and  moor  up,  and  wait  for 
hours.  It  waa  too  deep  to  wade.  These  preliminary 
operations  took  some  doing,  as  you  can  imagine.  Unless 
about  20yds.  of  line  were  run  off,  thebait  would  drag  away 
as  I  punted  back.  Still ,  this  di£Sculty  was  overcome  eventu- 
ally, and  operations  were  commenced  in  earnest.    I'm  not 


exaggerating  when  I  say  I  spent  weeks  altogether  at  this 
game.  Every  week-end  all  that  summer  did  I  spend  there ; 
either  the  weather  was  ibad,  or  someone  else  wanted  the 
punt — it  was  very  aelfiah  of  them  ;  they  knew  I  wanted  it 
myself — or  something  else  of  the  sort  went  wrong ;  but  all 
that  was  nothing.  What  was  fairly  annoying  was  that 
time  after  time  I  landed  one  of  the  tiddlers  at  about  the 
hour  grandpapa  fed.  To  go  back  and  put  the  bait  in  was 
to  send  him  flying  miles  away  ;  to  do  anything  else  but  pack 
up  and  go  home  was  useless  ;  so  I  always  packed  up  and 
went  home.  One  evening,  however,  I  didn't.  I  had  been 
at  the  usual  game  for  ever  so  long,  when  I  got  a  decent 
run.  As  it  happened  it  was  an  old  roach  going  about 
l^lb.  I  knew  him  well  by  sight ;  he'd  got  a  damaged  tail, 
so  there  was  no  mistaking  him.  I  didn't  know  he  liked 
cheese.  To  while  away  the  hours  I  spent  in  the  treea,  I'd 
often  fed  him  on  bread  paate ;  this  time  I  suppose  he 
thought  he'd  have  a  change.  He  had  a  complete  change  ; 
change  of  air  and  scenery.  I  felt  cross  with  that  roach. 
It  was  bad  enough  to  get  spoilt  with  small  chubletsj  but 
for  a  roach  that  size  to  get  a  triangle  down  him  big  enough 
to  land  a  whale  was  insulting.  He  would  have  refused  to 
attach  himself  to  some  gossamer  gut  on  a  tight  line,  and 
then  to  get  stuck  fast  onto  coarse  tackle — jolly  coarse 
tackle,  too — jt  was  silly.  I'd  no  patience  with  that 
roach,  so  I  threw  him  back  again  as  far  from  the 
swim  as  I  could,  and  out  of^  sheer  desperation  tried 
my  chub  once  more.  I  dropped  the  leger  in  just 
in  the  right  apot,  and  had  acaroely  regained  my 
aeat  in  the  punt,  when  I  was  nearly  pulled  overboard.  It 
was  none  of  your  tiddlers  this  time  ;  it  waa  one  of  the  big 
'una.  Didn't  he  make  a  dash  for  that  old  stump;  didn't 
I  hang  on  for  all  I  was  worth ;  if  the  blooming  tackle 
will  only  hold  out  for  one  more  moment,  you'll  come  to 
your  little  death,  young  feller  ! 

Well,  it  stood ;  and  that  evening  I  bore  him  trium- 
phantly to  headquarters,  where  two  other  fellows  were 
staying  with  me.  We  put  him  on  the  steelyard,  and  he 
went  51b.  9oz.  He's  a  beauty;  just  right  all  ways; 
weighs  a  trifle  more  than  he  should  for  his  length, 
though.  You  see,  I  couldn't  put  his  ounces  on  the  case, 
and  61b.  was  nearer  his  weight  than  51b,,  and  it  was  no 
use  sayirg  he  went  51b,  when  he  went  51b,  9oz.,  waa  it  ? 
And  now  L  can't  begin  to  reckon  what  he's  cost  me.  To 
say  nothing  of  my  "  hotel  "  bill ;  why,  the  fare  from  town 
to  — — .  No ;  I  don't  think  I  will !  I  said  before,  I  want 
his  brother!  J.  L.  Ceouch. 


^ofcs  from  t^e  ^ott^. 

SoMS  very  good  sport  was  got  on  the  Dee  last  week, 
although  nothing  compared  with  the  chances.  On  the 
Durris  water  four  fish  were  got,  and  on  aome  other  aectiona 
lower  down  a  few  more  might  have  been  killed  had  there 
been  roda  about.  ___ 

The  autumn  proapeota  are  the  best.  Fish  will  be  found 
for  the  next  two  months  right  up  to  the  middle  reaches. 
Such  luck  haa  not  been  known  for  ten  years. 

The  Dncheaa  of  Fife  ia  on  the  water  daily.  One  day  laat 
week  she  ha,d  four  fiah,  ranging  from  7ib.  to  191b.,  and 
aeldom  a  day  paaaea  but  she  gets  an  exciting  run. 


All  the  fiah  are  killed  to  the  fly.  Sometimea  she  tries 
the  Phantom,  but  very  seldom,  and  only  in  a  big  water. 

The  Don  boys  have  been  doing  immensely  well,  especially 
those  on  the  Grandholm  reaches,  and  some  of  the  best 
baskets  are  being  made  that  have  been  known. 

I  did  not  believe  what  fish  were  being  killed  till  I  went 
out  to  see  Campbell,  on  the  Kintore  Burgh  section,  and 
two  others.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  advertising  if  I 
gave  detaila.  Special  Scotch. 


Iptovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  fourteenth  annuual  contest  promoted  by  the  Bir- 
mingham Angling  Association  was  brought  to  a  successful 
issue  on  Monday  last  at  Abingdon.  Three  special  trains 
were  chartered  by  the  association  to  convey  the  contestants 
and  their  friends  to  the  ecBue  of  action.  All  the  trains 
were  well  filled,  as  about  1400  tickets  were  disposed  of  by 
the  committee  at  the  various  stations.  The  first  train  left 
Birmingham  at  five  o'clock  and  the  last  train  reached 
Abingdon  at  8  30.  After  the  arrival  of  the  last  train  the 
committee  commenced  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  draw,  and  were  ably  assisted  by  the  committee 
of  the  New  Abingdon  Angling  Association,  who 
also  gave  their  services  to  assist  the  committee  to 
act  as  umpires.  The  draw  for  places  was  got  through 
in  gcod  time,  and  the  contestants  were  despatched 
to  their  pegs.  Abingdon  Bridge  was  the  centre  of  the 
contest-ground,  and  the  pegs  were  put  down  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  bridge.  Over  900  members  took  part  in  the  con- 
test, and  the  last  man  going  to  the  end  of  the  contest-ground 
had  near  upon  four  miles  to  walk.  All  got  to  their  pegs 
in  good  time,  and  all  being  in  readinees  the  contest  com- 
menced at  11.15  and  terminated  at  2.15.  The  weather 
waa  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  the  water  was  extra. 
ordinarUy  fine.  This  was  very  much  against  the  anglers, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  takes  of  fish  were  very  small. 
At  the  close  of  the  contest  the  fish  were  brought  to  the 


weighing-in  tent,  where  the  referees,  Messrs.  Coles  and 
Dance,  proceeded  to  weigh  the  fiah.  The  chief  prize 
winner  was  fortunate,  as  he  intended  giving  up  fishing 
twenty  minutes  before  the  expiration  of  the  time,  but  on 
second  thoughts  decided  to  put  on  a  worm,  the  consequence 
being  that  a  barbel  of  21b.  6|oz.  oame  along  and  took 
the  worm,  and  the  fish  being  Imded  secured  tor  him  the 
first  prize  of  £8.  together  with  a  diploma,  and  also  the 
honour  of  becoming  the  holder  of  the  challenge  cup  for 
the  ensuing  twelve  months.  The  following  are  the  tint 
twenty  prize  winners,  and  the  value  of  the  prizes  won : 
Messrs.  Underbill,  Old  Green  Man,  £8;  J.  Bazeley, 
Convivial,  £6;  J.  Hockum,  Burlington,  £4;  Jenks, 
Aston  Britannia,  £2  10s.;  Glasgow,  Belbara ,  £2; 
Piper,  Oak,  £1  15s  ;  T.  Brown,  Highgate,  £  I  10s. ; 
Crueton,  Highgate,  £1  83. ;  W.  Pearce,  .Junction,  £1  5s. ; 
W.  Gibb3,  Belbarn,  £1  43. ;  C.  Jaokaon,  St  Pauls,  £133.  ; 
T.  Hall,  Brothers  Well  Met,  £1  2a.  6d. ;  G.  Jarrett, 
Burlington,  £1  2s.;  J.  Hughes,  Latimer,  £1  Is.  9i.  ;  W. 
Kirby,  Fruitful  Vine,  £1  Is.  3d.;  Lisstmm,  Mermaid, 
£1  Is.;  Craven,  Balsall  H.  Brit.,  £1  O3,  9d, ;  G.  Eades, 
Highgate,  £1  Os.  6d. ;  H.  Hill,  Highgate  Park,  £1  Os.  3d. ; 
Ainge,  Convivial,  £1.  The  winner's  weight  was  21b.  6joz., 
and  the  lowest  weight  taking  a  prize  is  6|oz.  The  prizes 
will  be  given  out  at  the  Birmingham  Arms,  Smithfield,  on 
Thursday,  Sept.  20,  next,  when  the  usual  smoking  concert 
will  be  held.  Several  minor  contests  have  been  held  since 
my  last  notes,  but  the  chief  haa  been  that  of  the  Queen's 
Head  Society,  who  fished  their  contest  in  the  Severn  on 
Sept.  9  at  Kemsey,  when  Mr.  T.  Kimberley  succeeded 
in  capturing  another  first  prize.  The  Lamp  Society  have 
decided  to  fish  another  contest  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
October  in  the  canal  at  Fernhill  Heath,  all  fish  to  weigh-in 
must  be  the  6in.,  except  eels,  which  must  be  2oz.  Owing 
to  the  spell  of  fine  weather  our  rivers  are  all  very  fine. 
The  canals  have  been  providing  good  sport,  and  very  good 
accounts  have  come  to  hand  from  the  Upton  Magna 
district. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

On  most  of  the  Fen  waters  last  week-end  there  waa  a 
marked  falling  off  in  sport.  This  was  difficult  to  under- 
stand, ainoe  the  watera  were  in  the  pink  of  condition,  but 
many  veteran  sportsmen  were  of  opinion  that  the  cold 
winds  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  appatent  inactivity 
of  the  fish.  This  week,  however,  an  improvement  has 
taken  place,  and  roach  are  again  in  a  feeding  humour. 
Creed  wheat,  yellow  paste,  and  the  maggot  biit  are  all 
being  used  with  success  for  the  red  fins.  The  Glen  is 
coming  in  for  a  considerable  share  of  attention  just  now, 
and  in  addition  to  some  big  bags  of  roach  aome  weighty 
tench  have  been  captured  in  the  Surfleet  district.  The 
watera_  around  Boaton  continue  to  be  extremely  well 
patronised,  but  unfortunately  one  of  the  best  drains  in  the 
district — the  Hobhole — haa  had  its  prospects  ruined  for 
some  time  to  come  owing  to  its  contamination  with  salt 
water.  Thousands  of  fish,  principally  roach,  have  been 
seen  floating  upon  the  surface,  some  dead,  and  others  in  a 
dying  condition.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  many  un- 
sportsmanlike anglers  took  advantage  of  their  condition, 
and  netted  a  large  number  for  the  purpose  of  gain  ;  others, 
more  considerate,  secured  many  fish  alive,  and  transferred 
them  to  other  waters.  The  fifth  annual  sweepstakes  pro- 
moted by  the  Sheffield  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Society 
brought  a  large  number  of  visitors  into  the  district  on 
Monday,  and  the  event  took  place  in  the  Kirkatead  waters 
of  the  Witham  under  the  best  of  climatic  conditions.  The 
entries  numbered  650,  being  about  twenty  less  than  last 
year.  Three  hours'  fishing  were  allowed,  and  during  that 
time  some  good  bags  were  made.  About  £65  in  cash  and 
aeveral  minor  prizes,  in  addition  to  a  silver  cup  given  by 
Mr.  J.  Short,  of  the  Brunswick  Hotel,  Sheffield,  were 
competed  for,  and  the  principal  prize  winners,  with  their 
weights,  were  as  follows :  J.  Botherham  (81b.  2\oz.), 
£7103.;  W.  Mitchell,  Lincoln  (71b,  looz.),  £5  103.;  W. 
Taylor  (6Ib.  4|oz.),  £4  10s.;  W.  Knight  (61b.  loz.), 
£2  lOs. ;  G.  Garnett  (61b.  loz.),  £2  10s. ;  J.  Warburton 
(51b.  14oz  ),  £1 103. ;  H.  Renshaw  (51b.  lOoz  ),  £1  5s  ;  G. 
Dungworth  (51b.  7Voz.),  £1  5s. ;  W.  Hawcroft  (51b.  6|oz,), 
£1 ;  R,  Taylor  (51b,  ojoz,),  £1 ;  and  B.  Pinder  (51b.),  £1. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  now  experiencing  delightful  weather  for  angling 
operations  in  this  district,  and,  most  cf  our  local  watera 
being  in  first-class  order,  sport  has  been  in  the  ascendant, 
and  good  catches  during  the  week  have  been  of  frequent 
occurrence  from  most  waters.  The  Market  Weighton 
Canal  ia  now  furnishing  very  good  accounts  from  both  tha 
Broomfleet  and  Staddlethorpe  districts,  and  from  the 
Orchard  length,  above  Newport,  where  both  bream  and 
roach  of  good  size  are  being  taken,  and  amongst  the  latter 
Mr.  J.  Barnett,  of  the  North  Myton  Association,  showed 
one  that  scaled  lib.  l|oz.  Several  local  matches  have  also 
recently  been  fished  on  the  canal  with  fairish  results. 
At  the  Blundella  Angling  Club's  match,  which  took 
place  near  Newport,  Messrs.  S.  Conyers,  G.  Dodgson, 
and  J.  Dyson  were  awarded  the  first  three  prizes: 
and  on  the  16th  the  Globe  Angling  Association  will 
fish  their  fourth  match  at  Broomfleet,  the  members 
travelling  by  road,  wagonettes  leaving  the  club-house  at 
7  a.m.  Pike  are  also  providing  fair  sport  with  live-bait 
fishing  in  the  delphs  and  ponds  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  Staddlethorpe  Bridge  and  Newport.  Some  good  pike 
are  also  on  the  move  between  the  Orchard  length  and 
Foulness  entrance.  At  the  laat  meeting  of  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamation  it  waa  reported  that  the  combined 
committeea  of  the  Amalgamation  and  Hull  Preaervation 
Societiea  having  the  management  of  the  canal  fishery  had 
made  arrangements  with  the  canal  trustees  to  have  a 
quantity  of  fish  removed  from  the  upper  waters  to  the 
lower  80  as  to  afford  better  fishing  in  the  lower  waters, 
which  are  more  popular  and  suitable  for  anglers,  eapecially 
for  match  fiahiog.    Sport  on  the  lower  watera  of  the  river 
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Derwent  oontinnss  fair  among  bream.  The  best  fish 
recently  shown  by  the  Hull  anglers  from  this  noted  river 
was  a  bream  that  scaled  31b.  7Joz.,  caught  by  Mr.  E. 
Moore,  of  the  East  Hull  Anglers.  On  Sept.  2  the 
Clarence  Angling  Association  of  Hull  fished  a  match  at 
Wressle,  and  only  had  meagre  sport,  Mr.  J.  Gott  topping 
the  prize  list  with  21b.  6oz.  Since  then  the  waters  have 
much  improved,  and  several  very  good  takes  of  roach  and 
bream  have  been  made,  especially  at  Menthorpe  Ferry, 
where  odd  nioe-sized  barbel  have  also  been  met  with. 
Some  splendid  oitches  of  dace  are  now  being  made  in  the 
top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  at  Fordingham  and  other 
beck-ends;  and  from  Hempholme,  Mr.  J.  Thompsrn,  of 
the  Hull  Town  Angling  Society,  has  taken  about  61b.  of 
nice  dace;  perch  are  also  affording  good  sport  at  Toploiv 
Bay  and,Aike  Beck-end;  and  in  the  Wash  beloiv  Hemp- 
holme  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  taken  with 
maggot.  Roach  are  providing  excellent  sport  at  Grove- 
hill,  Wawne,  and  Cicey,  and  at  Beverley  Beck-end  one 
was  caught  of  about  21b.  in  weight,  and  fish  from 
jlb.  to  lib.  each  are  now  being  taken  with  paste  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dunswell.  The  Tigress  Angling 
Society  have  just  fished  their  fourth  match  of  the 
season  on  the  river  at  Brigbam,  resulting  in  Messrs. 
J.  Cowley,  R.  Martinson,  and  F.  Sunderland  taking  the 
first  three  prizes.  The  prizes  were  distributed  at  the  club- 
house in  High-street,  a  smoking  concert  ensuing  and  a 
very  pleasant  evening  spent.  Sport  is  now  very  good  in  most 
parts  of  the  river  Ancholme,  and  especially  at  Saxby  and 
Horkstow,  where  bream  up  to  31b.  and  roach  up  to 
lib.  3oz.  have  recently  been  taken  by  our  local  anglers, 
both  worm  and  maggot  accounting  for  good  bream,  and 
creed  wheat  the  best  roach.  The  river  at  the  Sluice  is  now 
in  very  fair  order,  and  good  catches  are  being  made.  The 
Horns  Angling  and  Recreation  Society  fish  their  fourth 
and  last  match  to-day  (Saturday)  at  Hull  Bridge.  At  the 
September  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  several  splendid  speci- 
men fish  were  recorded  for  the  annual  prizes,  amongst 
which  Mr.  Frank  Carle  registered  one  from  the  Ancholme, 
a  bream  of  31b.  lOJoz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Llanymynech  is  a  favourite  resort  for  the  anglers  of  this 
county.  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  other  large  centres 
send  a  great  many  rods  to  this  delightful  spot.  The 
Warrington  Association  have  decided  that  the  contests 
for  the  gold  medal  shall  take  place  on  Sept.  20  and  23. 
The  competitors  to  participate  will  be  the  prize  winners 
in  the  recent  Association  contests,  and  the  winner  of  the 
medal  will  be  declared  champion  of  the  season  ;  the  venue 
is  Newbridge,  in  the  Weaver.  Other  events  arranged  at 
Warrington  is  the  juvenile  match  for  to-day,  and  the 
committee's  match  on  Aug.  29,  on  the  BoUin,  at  Heatley. 
The  last  contest  of  the  Supplementary  Society,  on  the 
Ssh  inst.,  at  Tattenhall  Road,  resulted  in  the  first  six 
prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  S.  Thomas.  H.  Green,  J, 
Bowden,  J.  Shepherd,  J.  Green,  and  H.  Thomason. 
Several  good  fish  were  registered  last  week — two  roach, 
IJlb.  and  lib  5Joz  ,  by  Mr.  W.  Unsworth,  from  the  Dee ; 
a  roach,  IJlb.,  from  the  Bridgwater  Canal,  by 
Mr.  E.  Hart;  a  rainbow  trout,  lib.,  from  the 
Bollin.  by  Mr.  R.  Cook,  all  nice  fish.  The  Kears- 
ley  Pride  Angling  Society,  Farnworth,  are  due 
next  Saturday  at  Astley,  in  the  Worsley  Canal,  to  dispose 
of  their  annual  match.  The  last  match  of  the  Urmston 
and  Flixton  Angling  Society  was  fished  at  Chester.  The 
following  secured  first  honours  :  Messrs.  W.  Finney, 

F.  Crawfurd,  H.  B.  Spittle,  and  H,  Jones,  jun.  The  next 
contest  takes  place  at  Irlam|  on  Sept.  15.  Their  private 
waters  are  fishing  remarkably  well,  61b  to  81b.  of  roach 
average  baskets.  The  Tyldesley  and  District  Angling 
Association  fished  their  opening  match  in  a  new  year  on 
Saturday  last  in  the  Worsley  Canal  at  Astley.  An  extra 
prize,  in  the  shape  of  a  gold  medal,  from  Councillor 
George  Brown,  added  interest  to  the  occasion,  and  after 
the  usual  two  hours'  fishing,  the  prizes  were  awarded  to 
Messrs.  C.  Wood,  medal  (12|oz.),  W.  Brett,  J.  Hodkin- 
son,  and  J.  Baxter.  The  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society, 
Leigh,  fished  their  annual  match  on  Saturday  last,  at 
Butts,  in  the  Worsley  Canal.  Prizes  of  different  values, 
from  27s.  downwards,  were  provided  for  every  member, 
but  only  seventeen  members  competed.  After  fishing  for 
one  and  a  quarter  hours,  the  following  were  declared 
winners  of  the  first  five  prizes:  Messrs.  W.  Rothwell, 
P.  Thome,  T.  Seddon,  R.  Farrimond,  and  S.  Cartwright. 
The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  a  social  manner.  The 
two  canals  under  the  cire  of  the  CP.  A.  A.  are  reported  as 
fishing  well  near  Bugsworth  and  Whaley  Bridge. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  George  Angling  Society,  Miles  Platting,  visited 
Northwioh  on  Sept.  9,  and  fished  their  second  match  for 
the  season,  but  only  moderate  sport  was  obtained.  In  the 
end  only  seven  prizes  were  awarded,  and  the  remaining 
eight  will  be  fished  for  at  Diggle  on  the  23rd.  Those  who 
took  prizes  on  Sept.  9  are :  Messrs.  J.  Craven,  J. 
McMurray,  J.  Phillips,  A.  Fallows,  A.  Thirlway,  R. 
Nuttell,  and  J.  Snelson.  This  society  is  visiting  the 
Worsley  Canal  on  Oct.  6.  The  Hulme  Crown  Angling 
Society  fished  their  second  match  at  Broken  Cross  on 
Sept.  9,  forty-nine  members  competing,  and  thirty-two 
taking  fish.  The  following  is  the  prize  list:  Messrs.  J. 
Hampton,  T.  Campbell,  A.  Robertson,  W.  Hawkins,  F. 
Moston,  J.  March,  H.  Hyde,  T.  Hampson,  F.  Farrel!, 
J.  E.  Sharpies,  F.  Bibby,  J.  Frawley,  J.  Pearce,  B.  Law, 
R.  Lewis,  J.  Fitter,  J.  Fletcher,  J.  Hedges,  H.  Straker, 

G.  Taylor,  J.  Ward,  J.  Taylor,  J.  King,  A.  Leslie, 
W.  Curmew,  G.  Yates,  H.  Brookes,  G.  Lsigher, 
J.  Eyres,  A.  Turner,  T.  Ashworth,  and  8.  Cronshaw. 
The  Bradford  Angling  Society,  Manchester,  visited 
Althorpe  on  Sept.  9,  and  met  with  very  poor  sport.  The 
prizes  were  awarded  to  Messrs.  Jas.  Fairclough,  G.  Shaw, 


T.  Brown,  A.  Taylor,  N.  Thornton,  L.  Jones,  A.  Har- 
greaves,  and  Jno.  Fairclough.  Specials  for  heaviest 
fish  were  awarded  to  T.  Brown  and  A.  Taylor, 
The  second  annual  contest  of  the  Ben  Brierley 
Angling  Society  took  place  at  Poynton  last  Satur- 
day, the  prizes  going  to  Messrs  J.  Holmes,  8. 
Snmmersgill.  P.  Butterworth,  J.  Nuttall,  E  Jackson, 
J.  Briggs,  I.  Butterworth,  J.  Occleston,  W.  Moore, 
A.  Jeffreys,  F.  Tetlow,  M.  Thompson,  andC.  Whitihurst. 
The  social  evening  and  prize  distribution  by  the  Moss  Side 
Socials,  on  the  10th,  was  a  big  event.  Mr.  A.  L.  Harkness 
provided  a  grand  programme,  the  attendance  was  large, 
artists  clever  and  high  class,  prizes  many  and  valuable ; 
not  a  hitch.  Dr.  Chapman  presented  the  prizes,  and  Mr. 
Harkness  was  commander-in-chief.  The  Beswiok  and 
District  Angling  Society  fished  tlieir  second  annual 
contest  at  Althorpe  on  Sept.  9,  twenty-three 
members  competing  for  sixteen  prizes,  which  were 
all  won.  The  firsh  three  went  to  Messrs.  Atherton,  J. 
Driver,  and  W.  Kirkman,  who  also  takes  special  for 
heaviest  fish.  The  juveniles  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  Angling  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
Wadcroft_  last  week-end  in  splendid  weatber.  The 
following  is  the  prize  list :  Messrs.  H.  Mellor,  P.  Parkyn, 
McDonald,  J.  Carroll,  F.  Durr,  6.  Kenoey,  E.  Priohard, 
A.  South  wood,  and  W.  Howlett.  Several  of  our  men 
have  been  fishing  at  Carlisle,  and  succeeded  in  getting 
plenty  of  good  coarse  fish. 

FROM  NORFOliK. 
Sport  has  been  very  good  in  some  parts  during 
the_  past  week,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  Potter 
Heigham,  on  the  river  Thurne.  Two  gentlemen,  staying 
in  this  village,  took  an  immense  amount  of  fish,  chiefly 
bream,  daring  last  week.  On  one  or  two  days  their  catches 
amounted  to  over  Icwt.,  and  one  day  it  was  about  list. 
At  Silhouse,  too,  there  have  been  several  catches  of  601b. 
to  701b.  of  fish  a  day.  The  rivers  are  in  fair  condition, 
and,  with  a  continuance  of  fine  weather,  good  sport  may 
be  had  for  some  time  yet.  On  the  upper  waters  dace  and 
roach  have  been  rising  well  to  the  fly,  and  some  nice  lots 
have  been  creeled  lately.  Sea  fishing  is  just  commencing 
on  some  parts  of  the  coast,  particularly  to  the  north  of  the 
county. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  scarcity  of  lobworms  continues,  and  barbel  fishers 
have  been  less  numerous  in  consequence  of  the  inability  to 
bait  up  swims.  Without  baitings  few  fish,  as  a  rule,  are 
ever  caught.  On  a  baiting  of  a  thousand  at  Shardlow, 
Mr.  W.  Sewell  caught  on  Monday  a  score  grand  specimens, 
besides  a  variety  of  dace  and  eels.  On  the  same  day  Mr. 
R.  S.  Shaw  creeled  about  201b.  of  chub  and  roach  with 
wasp  grub,  and  seven  very  fine  chub,  to  "  grub,"  were 
taken  by  our  correspondent.  Barbel  have  been  met  with 
at  Colwick  weir-head,  at  Fiskerton,  at  Hazleford  (Inway 
swim),  at  Shelford,  and  at  Kelham.  Thousands  of  "  lobs  " 
ordered  for  the  Thames  have  not  been  supplied,  owing 
to  the  growing  moon  and  the  coldness  of  the  nights.  Some 
large^  bream  have  been  creeled  at  Skinner's  Look  in  the 
Nottingham  and  Grantham  Canal  with  bread  paste.  Two 
famous  county  cricketers,  Messrs.  W.  Brockwell  (Surrey) 
and  J.  T.  Hearne  (Middlesex),  have  been  staying  here 
with  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  preparatory  to  leaving  for  India, 
there  to  fish  and  play  cricket  with  Hia  Highness  the 
Maharajih  of  Patiala  in  the  Punjaub.  They  takeout  a 
large  quantity  of  tackle.  On  the  Gollingham  and  Girton 
waters,  Mr.  T.  Lewis,  of  the  Fox  and  Owl  Society,  has, 
with  friends,  bagged  a  nice  lot  of  dace  and  chub  with  wasp 
grub.  Messrs.  H.  Brigga  and  S.  Roe  have  secured  barbel 
in  the  city  reach  by  the  aid  of  greaves. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Though  there  has  been  some  improvement  on  last  week 
the  sport  has  only  been  of  a  moderate  character.  As 
regards  puitibers  of  fish  the  catches  have  been  very  fair, 
but  the  individual  specimens  have  in  the  miin  run  on  the 
small  side.  The  Witham  has  improved,  and  the  lowering 
of  the  water  some  three  or  four  feet  has  been  a  distinct 
advantage,  whilst  the  operations  now  in  progress 
for  removing  the  loose  weeds  between  Stixwold  and 
Tattersall  will  prove  most  beneficial.  Any  amount  of 
small  roach  could  be  had  with  creed  red  wheat,  but  good 
sizeable  fish  were  scarce.  An  instance  of  this  was  given  in 
the  £65  sweepstakes  organised  by  the  Sheffield  Amalga- 
mated Aeglera'  Society  at  Kirkstead.  The  bulk  of  the 
competitors  caught  fish,  the  top  prize  winner  securing 
81b.  2|oz.,  whilst  nothing  under  31b.  8|oz.  gained  a  prize. 
The  number  between  those  weights  was  about  seventy, 
and  the  specimens  ranged  generally  from  2oz.  to  6oz., 
though,  of  course,  here  and  there  were  good  fish,  one  fine 
roach  being  over  lib.  Bream  are  still  off  in  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Drain,  and  only  a  few  roach -have  been  grassed 
with  the  wheat.  The  Trent  is  still  dull.  Trout  anglers 
are  despondent.  Anglers  in  local  waters  have  experienced 
the  worst  season  on  record.  There  has  been  a  fair  stock 
of  fish,  but  their  numbers  have  not  been  seriously 
depleted,  at  least  not  by  the  members  of  the  society  who 
lease  the  stretches  of  water. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
Autumn  is  being  ushered  in  by  a  spell  of  delightful 
weather,  and  although  the  streams  are  somewhat  too  clear 
for  large  creels  to  be  made,  favourable  conditions  prevail 
for  the  oipture  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  grayling.  Pike 
are  not  running  freely,  nor  will  very  much  sport  be  had 
among  them  until  the  weeds  have  decayed  and  frosty 
nights  occur.  Perch  appear  to  be  getting  very  scarce  in 
the  Severn.  The  deeps  at  Monkmoor,  Uffington,  Emstrey, 
Atcham,  and  Cound  used  at  one  time  to  yield  good  perch 
fishing,  but  it  now  rarely  happens  that  more  than  two  or 
three  specimens  can  be  obtained.  Tront  fishing  is  ending 
most  unsatisfactorily.  Comparatively  few  fish  have  been 
caught  by  spinning,  and  scarcely  any  by  fly  fishing ;  and 


no  specimens  approaching  in  size  those  which  were 
commonly  taken  during  the  opening  months  some 
years  back  appear  this  year  to  have  been  caught. 
It  is  understood  that  the  revenue  derived  by  the 
Severn  Conservancy  Board  for  trout  licences  shows  a 
considerable  falling  off,  and  this  is  not  surprising. 
If  anglers  purchased  licences  solely  for  the  sport  of  Severn 
trout  fishing,  the  sum  so  realised  would  not  amount  to 
much.  The  salmon  fishing  season  in  the  lower  waters 
appears  to  have  been  about  the  worst  on  record.  'The 
representatives  of  the  netsmen  have,  for  the  most  part, 
strenuously  opposed  all  proposals  brought  forward  in  past 
years  by  the  Conservators  of  Salop  and  Montgomeryshire, 
having  for  their  object  the  restriction  of  netting,  and  the 
fishermen  of  the  lower  waters  are  now  suffering  for  having 
reduced  the  stock  of  fish  so  far  below  what  it  should  be. 
The  riyer  is  now  practically  abandoned  to  the  coarse  fish, 
and  worse  still,  the  Teme,  Vyrnwy,  "Tarat,  and  other 
tributaries  also  are  being  invaded  by  pike  and  chub. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  very  low,  and  is  getting 
very  stale,  and  the  fish  are  not  feeding  well,  and  many 
light  creels  have  been  brought  home  ttis  week.  Fair  sport 
has  been  had  on  the  Teme  with  the  fly  among  the  chub, 
dace,  and  grayling,  and  some  capital  dace  were  taken  with 
the  maggot.  Some  good  baskets  of  small  roach  and  dace 
have  been  caught  in  the  Severn  with  the  maggot,  paste, 
and  wheat,  but  few  of  them  above  4:z.,  J.  Bowen  having 
about  the  best  basket.  The  bream  have  been  very  sulky 
in  the  Avon  ;  but  few  have  been  caught,  and  those  not 
large.  In  some  places  fair  baskets  of  roach  have  been  had. 
Mr.  F.  Tomlinson  had  about  twenty-five  sizeable  fish  at 
Eckington  on  Tuesday,  none  over  4oz.  Several  have  been 
trying  in  this  river  for  pike,  and  on  Sunday  Mr.  H.  Knight, 
of  the  Working  Men's  Club,  had  three  from  the  Defford 
portion  of  the  river,  and  one  or  two  were  caught  near 
FJadbury.  At  Pershore,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  the 
angling  club  held  at  the  Miller's  Arms  in  that  town  had 
their  annual  contest.  Sport,  considering  the  state  of  the 
water,  was  very  good  indeed,  and  the  prizes  were 
calculated  to  contribute  to  the  comfort  of  the 
winners'  households,  and  give  the  good  wives  an  interest 
in  angling,  beer,  tea,  and  an  immense  loaf  of 
bread  being  among  them,  the  latter  being  a  special 
prize  for  the  largest  bream,  given  by  Mr.  J.  Bloxham, 
baker  and  confectioner,  and  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Wenwood, 
with  a  fish  21b.  in  weight.  This  same  gentleman  took 
first  prize,  eighteen  gallons  of  ale  and  9s  in  cash  (total 
weight  4ilb.) ;  second,  H.  Workman,  trolling  rod  and  - 
158.  (21b.  IJoz.) ;  third  T.  Cosnett,  lib.  tea  and  128. 
(21b.  Joz  );  fourth,  R.  Marshall,  lib.  tea  and  8a.  (12oz.). 
The  St.  John's  (Worcester)  Angling  Club  had  their  annual 
outing  and  contest  at  Stanford  Bridge,  in  the  Teme,  on 
Thursday  last,  and  had  a  most  enjoyable  day.  The  long 
ride  per  brake  was  delightful,  and  the  catering  at  the 
hotel  excellent.  Trout  were  not  on  the  go,  but  Messrs. 
Shipway,  Stokes,  and  Morris  had  a  few  nice  grayling.  A 
lot  of  chub  and  dace  were  caught,  and  the  first  prize 
(special)  and  first  in  sweepstakes  was  won  by  Mr.  Chris 
James,  with  a  nice  catch,  71b.  9Joz. ;  second,  Mr.  M. 
Shipway,  41b.  4ioz  ,  and  also  second  in  sweep ;  third, 
Mr.  J.  Jones,  2lb.  lloz  ,  and  third  in  sweep.  Mr.  J. 
Stokes,  the  president,  had  a  nice  basket  of  fish,  but  did 
not  compete  for  prizes.  All  Mr.  James's  fish  were  taken 
with  the  natural  bluebottle  fly,  and  were  chiefly  chub. 
Nearly  all  the  harvest  is  now  gathered  in,  and  a  good 
downfall  of  rain  would  benefit  the  earth  and  rivers, 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  members  of  the  York  City  A.A.  held  their  first 
match  on  the  8th  inst.,  at  Acaster.  The  catch  ruled 
small,  the  water  being  very  clear  and  dead.  The  biggest 
take,  which  was  made  by  F.  Reynolds,  only  scaled 
lib.  13oz.  T.  Smith  (lloz  )  took  the  special  prize  for  the 
largest  fish.  The  York  St.  Nicholas  Club  visited  East 
Cottingwith  on  the  same  day  for  their  second  match, 
when  the  water  was  in  good  condition.  F.  Reynolds,  with 
51b.  15oz.  weight  of  fish,  headed  the  prize  winners,  who 
numbered  sixteen.  The  first  angling  competition  in  con- 
nection with  the  Amperzand  A.A.  (employes  of  Ben 
Johnson  and  Co.,  printers)  took  place  on  Saturday,  at 
Newton-on-Ouse.  'The  stream  was  in  capital  trim,  but, 
on  account  of  the  short  time  for  fishing,  the  catch  was 
only  small.  The  modest  results  have  not  been  recorded, 
Mr.  Mercer  leading  seventeen  other  anglers  at  the  weigh- 
in,  whilst  several  who  caught  fish  never  approached  the 
scales.  The  special  for  the  largest  fish  went  to  Mr. 
Tomlinson,  Mr.  Ward  had  the  special  for  the  largest 
roach,  and  Mr.  Haw  that  for  the  smallest  catch.  Local 
anglers  are  interested  in  an  article  in  the  Field,  which 
says  that  the  awkward  position  of  the  anglers  of  York 
should  call  for  the  pity  of  their  brethren  at  large  from  the 
fact  that  for  a  stretch  of  about  sixteen  miles— ten  miles 
above  and  six  below  the  city — the  Ouse  knows  no  close 
time.  Year  in,  year  out,  man  may  fish  from  Jan.  1  to 
Dec.  31  without  let  or  hindrance.  The  stranger  catches 
the  fish  in  a  gravid  condition,  and  one  and  all,  for  the 
purpose  of  gain,  materially  aid  the  depletion  of  fish  in  the 
river  by  the  use  of  the  pole-net,  the  fish  so  captured  being 
deported  elsewhere.  People  would  gladly  see  the  close 
time  extended  to  the  York  waters  indicated,  but  that 
would  mean  expensive  legislation,  and  whence,  it  is 
plausibly  asked,  are  the  funds  to  come  P  This  case 
undoubtedly  illustrates  the  usefulness  of  the  much-abnsed 
Mundella  Act,  where  it  has  application.  Thus  the  Field, 
our  contemporary,  further  points  out  what  is  but  too  sadly 
recrgnised  when  the  Mundella  Act  was  in  course  of 
passage  tbr.  ugh  Parliament  York  anglers  petitiontdto 
have  their  sixteen  miles  exempted  from  its  operations,  and 
they  had  the  ill  luck  to  have  their  petition  granted,  with 
the  result  that  angling  hordes  from  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and 
other  places,  debarred  from  fishing  in  their  own  waters  n 
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the  newly-made  cloge  time,  swept  down  upon  the  Oase  to 
fiah  therein.  This  form  of  free  trade  in  fish  (this 
partacnlar  passage  is  not  from  the  Field)  is  uncongenial  to 
local  anglers  of  varied  politics,  who  would  gladly  return  to 
protection  if  the  way  was  open  to  do  so. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Mahston,— I  have  been  very  much  amused  at  the 
heat  put  into  the  letters  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  about  fishing  in  Ireland.  Anybody 
might  think  from  the  tone  of  some  of  the  letters 
that  Connemara  was  an  unknown  land  !  The  gentle- 
man who  rents  the  fishings  charges  £1  a  day  for  the 
best  salmon  beats,  which,  of  course,  includes  trout. 
The  two  boatmen  have  83.  per  day  between  them' 
which  includes  lunch  (one  man  could  not  work  the  boat)! 
The  oar  costs  7s.  per  diem,  and  you  want  it  on  every  beat 
bar  one.  The  hotel  charges  at  Recess  £3  Ss.  to  £3  ISs.  6d 
according  to  sort  of  room,  and  if  you  have  jam  at  break- 
last,  which  is  put  on  table,  6d.  per  head  per  diem  extra  • 
and  if  you  have  an  egg,  or  any  other  thing  beyond  fish 
or  mpat.  Is.  per  day  extra.  The  lunch  is  the  usual  nasty 
sandwich,  &c.  The  charge  for  bath  Is.  per  diem  ;  water 
dark  brown,  and  seldom  hot.  Your  various  corre- 
spondents can  work  out  from  this  the  cost  of  a  fort- 
night. First-class  return  tourist's  ticket  about  £12  — 
Yours,  &o.,  E.  A.  Clowes! 

f.cs.— Drink  extra,  excepting  tea,  &c. 


Dear  Sir,— As  I  anticipated,  Mr.  Gedney  cannot  face 
a  plain  statement  of  fact,  but  takes  refuge  in  vague 
generalities  and  an  amusing  aSeotation  of  contemptuous 
superiority,  while  characteriatically  avoiding  those  points 
which  he  is  unable  to  answer.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  see 
that  by  his  silence  he  acquiesces  in  the  estimate  compiled 
from  his  own  figures,  whereby  he  himself  has  proved  the 
[  .  wild  exaggeration  of  his  former  statements. 

That  any  sportsman  with  a  sensible  head  on  his 
shoulders  can  comfortably  do  this  trip  for  the  moderate 
sum  I  mention  is  a  matter  of  fact. 

From  his  persistence  I  can  only  believe  that  Mr.  Gedney 
has  actually  paid  the  outrageous  sums  he  mentions,  and  is 
unwilling  to  admit  that  he  has  been  very  prodigal  in  his 
expenditure. 

Your  correspondent,  "Experience,"  will,  I  think,  find 
mmself  at  fault  if  he  consider  the  matter  in  this  light 
With  regard  to  Glonbnr,  which  "  Experience  "  picks  out 
as  a  case  where  my  estimate  is  "  undeniably  too  low  "  I 
need  only  refer  him  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Joyce,  j.P 
which  appears  on  the  same  page  as  his  own,  and  entirely 
bears  me  out  as  to  the  expenses  of  angling  from  his 
hostelry  at  Clonbur.  Save  for  the  accidental  omission  of 
one  single  Item  of  7b.  6d.,  my  table  of  figures,  which  you 
were  kind  enough  to  print,  is  substantially  and  in  detail 
correct. 

I  was  interested  in  Mr.  Joyce's  letter.  Did  I  not  know 
him  to  be  a  fair-minded  sportsman,  I  would  have  said 
that  he  was  prejudiced  by  the  uses  of  advertisement  I 
sincerely  sympathise  with  his  legitimate  complaint  of 
"^^if*'  w  ^        probably  the  best  fi-hsry 

m  the  West,  and  for  its  improvement  in  recent  years  he  is 
entitled  to  a  full  share  of  credit.  Does  not  Mr.  Joyce  see 
tUat  It  was  in  order  to  remedy  such  just  plaints  as  his  that 
J.  first  touched  upon  this  snbj-ict  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
m  the  certain  knowledge  (from  "  actual  experience  !  "I 
tnat  in  the  West  of  Ireland  men  can  get  decent  fishing  at 
■  which  compares  favourably  with  any  other  part  of 

tne  Ihree  Kingd  >m8,  and  in  the  hope  of  inducing  English 
anglers  to  give  i' s  many  waters  a  fair  trial 

I  am  sorry  for  Mr.  0.  W.  Gedney.  I  deplore  his  dis- 
couraging experiences  in  the  West— his  "  thirty  salmon  in 
three  days  were  (as  I  suspected)  merely  an  inartistic 
trap  aesigoed  to  catch  me,  and  were  taken  elsewhere, 

I  can  only  say,  in  the  words  of  an  authority  of  so  hieh  a 
standing  as  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf,  that  "  I  have  never 
paid  such  charges  as  Mr.  Gedney  mentions."  For  their 
own  sakes  I  advise  your  readers  not  to  submit  tamely,  like 
tHat  gentleman,  to  exactions  and  impositions  ;  for  the 
sake  of  my  country  I  would  ask  them  not  to  believe  that 
such  exactions  are  either  unavoidable,  usual,  or  necessary 
in  the  West  of  Ireland,— I  am.  Sir,  Yours  faithfully, 

  Glenhest. 


bottles— for  this  they  are  only  charged  4d.  per  bottle  for 
Guinness's  stout,  a  price  they  would  pay  in  the  commonest 
shebeen  in  the  county;  two  loaves,  3d.  per  loaf;  ilb 
Limerick  creamery,  7d.  ;  total.  Is.  9J.  I  only  charge 
Is.  6J.  m  the  bills  for  lunch— a  dead  loss  of  3d.  to  mo  on 
each  lunch.  Where  do  the  hotel  prices  came  in  here  P 
The  small  sum  of  Is.  is  charged  per  head  to  the  fishing- 
three  miles.  I  have  to  feed  the  horses,  keep  cars  and 
harness  m  order,  pay  6s.  per  week  to  the  driver  with  his 
board  and  lodgings.  I  think,  under  these  circumstances, 
my  fee  to  the  fishery  cannot  be  considered  high.  Unless 
I  drove  gratis  it  could  not  be  less— a  thing  any  angler 
would  not  expect  me  to  do.  It  is  quite  untrue  to  say  that 
the  boatmen  will  be  "  black  listed."  They  all  get  their 
turns  in  rotation.  Perhaps  "  Experience  "  is  not  aware 
that  I_  have  fourteen  water  biiliffs  in  charge  of  the 
rivers  in  the  spawning  season,  at  a  cost  of  £40  a 
year.  Where  is  this  sum  to  come  from  ?  There  must 
be  some  means  adopted  to  find  the  money,  otherwise 
the  fishing  would  revert  back  to  the  hands  of  poachers 
again,  as  it  was  before  I  took  it  in  hand.  No  doubt  the 
boatmen  get  only  43.  per  day,  but  any  angler  who  joins  the 
Lough  Mask  Club  will  only  pay  this  sum ;  those  who  do 
not  will  have  to  pay  63.  per  day.  The  balance  goes  to  help 
prpseivation  if  the  amount  subscribed  does  not  make  the 
£40  and  I  must  confess  those  boatmen  naver  earned  Is 
on  fishing  till  I  started  this  hotel  ten  years  ago.  Their 
earnings  come  now  to  a  nice  thing,  together  with  tips,  and 
all  are  well  pleased. 

As  explained  in  my  last  letter,  £4  ISs.  per  week  will 
cover  all  expenses,  except  the  Is.  car  fare,  if  employed 
If  a  member  of  the  Mask  Fishing  Club,  it  will  be  12s  per 
week  less ;  if  two  fish  out  of  one  boat  the  cost  will  ba  only 
£3  128.  6d.  per  week.  What  will  "  Experience  "  say  to 
this  statement,  which  defies  contradiction  ;  and  before  he 
rushes  into  print  he  should  state  facts.— Yours  truly 

Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur.  John  A.  Joyce 


FISH  WANTED  FOR  THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM. 
Sir,— The  direofor  of  the  museum  is  anxious  to  secure 
good,  average-sized,  fresh  specimens  of  all  the  species  of 
British  freshwater  fishes  for  exhibition.  An  appeal  is 
therefore,  made  to  ask  the  kind  assistance  of  anglers  in 
this  matter.  Specimens,  marked  "  Fish— Immediate," 
?i'°"l%,°e  addressed  to  "  The  Director,  British  Museum 
(Nat  Hist.),  Cromwell-road,  S.W."— Yours  faithfully 
British  Museum  (Nat.  Hist.),  R.  Lydbkkkr. 

Cromwell-road.  London,  S.W, 
Sept.  7,  1900. 

[We  shall  be  much  obliged  if  the  hon.  secretaries  of 
the  Piscatorial,  Gresbam,  and  other  angling  societies  will 
bring  this  appeal  for  specimens  of  freshwater  fish  for  the 
National  Museum  before  successful  anglers  who  bring  up 
a  show  of  fish  to  be  weighed-in.  We  have  arranged  to 
send  some,  and  some  trout  have  been  sent  by  Mr  E 
Valentine  Corrie  — Ed.]   


Dear  Sir,-I8  it  the  P.  D.  or  Mr.  Gedney  that  is  getting 
a  little  mixed  ?  Three  times  over  in  his  last  letter  he 
reterBtothe  'estimate"  and  other  remarks  of  "  Glen- 
hest    as  from  "  Senex." 

Mr.  Joyce  and  "  Experience  "  do  not  quite  agree.  Mr 
J.  8  statement  of  charges  is  one  thing,  and  the  light 

Bxpenenoe  "  throws  on  it  is  another. 

Two  miles'  drive  to  and  from  the  water  every  day  is  a 
feature  to  be  reckoned  with,  and  may  account  for  the 
deficiency  of  anglers  at  "  Mount  Gable."— Yours, 

  Senex. 

Dear  Sir.— The  letter  signed  "  Experience,"  in  your 
indulgence  """"P®'*  ""^  *°  trespass  once  more  on  your 

I  consider  that  he  is  labouring  under  a  great  mistake. 
Ihere  IS  not  one  penny  attached  to  any  bill  for  attendance. 
A.  !  of  all  my  bills  are  printed  in  large  letters 

that    all  servants  are  paid  by  me." 

fi.o^  !t  ^'"^'^  anderstof  d  and  known  to  all  the  boatmen 
that  they  are  to  work  for  48.  per  day,  with  luncheon 
whioh  consists  of  two  large  bottles  of  porter-five-noggin, 


THAMES  PRESEEVATION  LEAGUE. 
Sir,— Will  you  permit  ua,  through  the  medium  of  your 
paper,  to  draw  attention  to  the  work  and  objects  of  the 
1  names  Preservation  League 

The  league  is  an  organisation  composed  of  representa- 
tives of  a  number  of  open  space,  right  of  way,  natural 
history,  aesthetic  and  historical  societies,  together  with 
various  rowing,  swimming,  and  fishing  clubs,  delegates 
from  riparian  towns,  and  members  of  the  public  interested 
in  matters  affecting  the  river  Thames  and  its  borders. 

Daring  recent  years  cases  involving  the  maintenance  of 
public  rights  over  the  banks  of  the  river,  on  its  back- 
waters, and  in  the  valley  generally,  have  arisen  with 
alarming  frequency ;  it  has  also  been  apparent  that  some- 
I.U  ne«d-d  than  the  deterrent  influence  of 

the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  to  educate  a  certain  class 
ot  the  community  to  make  use  of  the  river  without  injuring 
its  amenities,  or  interfering  with  its  enjoyment  by  others 
and  to  respect  both  public  and  private  rights.  ' 

The  objects  of  the  league  are,  generally  the  preservation 
tor  the  national  enjoyment  of  the  exis  ing  public  rights 
and  privileges  in  the  Thames,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  of 
its  tributaries,  with  its  backwaters,  tow-paths,  ferries 
landing  places,  ancient  buildings,  and  features  of  natural 
beauty. 

The  league  has  further  set  before  itself  the  consideration 
with  a  view  to  the  prevention  of  the  disfigurement  of  the 
river,  of  all  proposals  for  buildings,  bridges,  and  other 
works  affecting  the  Thames,  the  prevention  of  pollution 
and  the  preservation  of  the  native  flora  and  fauna  of  the 
nver. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  league  should  prove  a  useful 
accessory  to  the  legally  constituted  guardians  of  the  river 
and  Its  objects  should  win  for  it  the  unanimous  support  of 
the  riparian  owners,  who  are  personally  concerned  in  the 
maintenance  of  all  that  adds  to  the  beauty,  dignity,  and 
interest  of  their  surroundings. 

The  restful  reaches  of  the  river,  the  quiet  oharm  of  its 
backwaters,  its  grassy  banks  and  sylvan  scenery,  its 
historic  associations,  the  opportunity  it  affords  for  health- 
rul  recreation,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  beciming  more  and 
more  the  pleasure  resort  of  the  metropolis,  all  go  to  make 
the  preservation  of  the  natural  beauty,  and  of  the  public 
nghta  and  privileges  in  the  Thames  valLy,  matters  of 
national  importance. 

_  We  trust,  therefore,  that  those  of  your  readers  who  are 
in  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  league  will  support  its 
work,  either  by  acting  as  local  correspondents,  or  by 
becoming  subscribers. 

Farther  particulars  will  be  gladly  given  on  apnlication 
to  the  secretary.— We  are,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 
Lawrence  W.  Chubb  }  „  c 
Basil  Holmes  |  "^os. 

,  _  R.  Percy  Stephenson,  Secretary. 

1,  Great  College-street,  Westminster. 


CAPE  SALMON. 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.— Dear  Sir.-The  attention  of  our 
society  has  been  drawn  to  the  notices  which  have  appeared 
in  yours  and  other  British  angling  papers  regarding  the 
catching  of  Cape  salmon  of  enormous  size. 

As  a  very  great  deal  of  mystery  and  ignorance  seems  to 
prevail  as  to  what  is  a  "  Cape  salmon  "  our  scciwty  have 
requested  me  to  write  you  on  the  subject.  For  your 
benefit  I  enclose  a  copy  of  our  last  year's  rule  book  and 
on  ppge  16  of  same  you  will  find  a  few  short  notes  regarding 
the  fash  usually  caught  here. 

The  true  Cape  salmon  is  here  described,  and  you  will 
note  that  the  weights  given  are  from  51b.  to  121b.  This 
fish  IS  the  nearest  approach  to  the  salmon  of  the  northern 
hemisphere  that  we  have.  Its  main  points  of  resemblance 
are  tbat  it  13  migratory,  and  only  visits  the  rivers  at  one 
season  of  the  year,  generally  from  the  middle  of  November 
to  March  or  April.  It  is  believed,  although  not  proved, 
that  It  frequents  the  river  to  spawn.  It  also  leaps  clear  of 
the  water  when  hooked,  and  is  the  only  fish  in  these  waters 
that  does  so.  It  is  the  finest  of  our  game  fish,  and  gives 
magnificent  sport,  running  rapidly  and  strongly  for  long 
distances.  We  should  surmise  that  the  fish  spoken  of  ia 
your  columns  must  have  been  either  a  "  kabeljaanuv  "  or 
'  geelbeck,"  either  of  whioh  is  common  on  our  coast  and 
both  of  which  are  caught  upwards  of  1001b.  weight. 

The  latter  is  by  far  the  gamest  fish,  and  generally  give  a 
good  run,  but  the  former  is  considered  by  anglers  to  be  the 
worst  of  all  our  fi^h  in  the  matter  of  sport,  as  it  seldom 
runs,  and  the  heaviest  specimens  are  only  difficult  to  land 
on  account  of  the  dead  weight.  Trusting  that  my  explan- 
ation and  the  accompanying  little  book  will  remove  some 
of  the  mystery,  &o.,  respecting  Cape  salmon,  and 
apologising  for  troubling  you.— I  am,  yours  faithfully, 
,_  E.  A.  Richardson,  Hon.  Sec. 
LWe  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Richardson  for  the 
copy  of  the  "  rules,"  &c.,  of  the  Port  Elizabeth  Angling 
and  Acchmatisation  Society.  We  see  from  it  that  the 
Cape  salmon  belongs  to  the  herring  family,  but  having  an 
elongated  lower  jaw  like  the  tarpon.  If  Mr.  Richardson 
will  be  good  enough  to  send  us  a  photo  of  the  fish  we  will 
reproduce  it  in  the  F.  G.  We  wish  the  society  every 
success. — Ed.]    ' 

"PHEASANT  TAIL'S"  "FORMOSA" 
NONSENSE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  feel  inclinf  d  to  pluck  a  few  feathers  out 
ot  Pheasant  Tail."  The  effect  upon  the  average  reader 
IS  a  trifle  exasperating  when  a  writer  says,  "  I  will,  there- 
fore, enter  into  the  details  of  this  capture  without  further 
preamble,"  and  then  serenely  saws  along  through  more 
than  a  couple  of  columns  of  introduction,  never  getting  to 
the  capture  at  all,  but,  instead,  leaving  him  (the  reader) 
with  the  decided  impression  that  something  or  somebody 
was  "done  brown";  but  whether  "P.  T.,"  the  splash 
of  the  punt  pole  behind  him,  or  the  SOyds.  of  mysteriously 
departing  line,  it  is  impossible  to  say.  I  do  wish  writers 
would  be  a  little  more  explicit. 

However,  the  above  is  of  little  consequence  compared 
with  Pheasant  Tail's"  scientific  "eye-opener"  in  his 
contribution  to  last  Saturday's  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  He  writes  :  "'  Out  of  the  months  of  babes  and 
euckliDgs  hath  thou  ordained  strei  gth,'  and  therefore  the. 
knowledge  I  have  gained  may  be  of  some  service  even  to' 
those  initiated  in  the  science." 

Now,  when  we  come  across  an  observation  of  this  kind 
we  are  prepared  for  a  "startler,"  and  in  "Pheasant 
Tail  s  article  it  quickly  follows— with  a  vengeance,  too. 
For  he  sajs:  "  As  I  stood  and  watched  I  saw  a  fair-sized' 
dorsal  fin  appear  above  the  water,  and  immediately  I 
knew  it  could  not  be  one  of  the  Esox  lucius  tribe,  they 
not  possesfciog  that  a^^pendige." 

Many  of  ua,  no  doubt,  do  remember  the  portion  of  the 
text  which  "  Pheasant  Tail"  slightly  misquotes;  but  we 
also  remember  the  remainder  of  it — "because  of  thine 
enemies^,^  that  thou  mightest  still  the  enemy  and  the 
avmger."  I  fear  it  will  require  all  "  Pheasant  Tail's  " 
stiength,  coupled  with  the  knowledge  he  has  gained,  to 
still  his  scientiflc  enemies'  persistent  assertion  that  the 
pike  has  a  most  pronounced  dorsal  fin.  Rather  these 
scientitic  gentlemen  will  quote  from  the  second  paragraph 
of  "  My  '  Formosa  '  Trout,"  "  Eh  ?  What  ?  Why,  what 
nonsense  is  '  P.  T.'  telling  us  now  ?  "  Personally,  being 
only  a  very  humble  searcher  after  ichthyological  truth,  lam 
quite  ready  to  accept  "  Pheasant  Tail's  "  new  dogma  of  a 
dorsal-finless  pike,  if  "  Pheasant  Tail  "  will  explain  to  us 
what  is  the  conspicuous  membranous,  cartalapiaoas  spiny 
arrangement  found  attached  to  the  back  of  Esod  lucius. 
—Yours  very  sincerely,  W.  Carter  Platts, 

SEA  TROUT  RESORTS. 
Dear  Sir,— In  an  article  on  the  above  subject  in  your 
usae  of  Ist  inst.  "  G.  M."  states  : 

"  In  addition  to  the  chances  of  a  salmon  or  grilse,  Mr. 
Tilston,  of  the  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Loohness,  can  place  at 
the  disposal  of  the  autumn  sea  trout  angler  a  variety  of 
waters  to  choose  from,  and  assure  him  that  with  fair 
perseverance  a  basket  of  fresh-run  finnock  and  large  sea 
trout  will  be  his  daily  reward  " 

Now,  to  those  who  know  Lochness  this  seems  rather 
strange. 

F oyers  is,  roughly  speaking,  twenty  miles  from  the  sea, 
and  all  fish  ascending  have  to  pass  through  the  river  Ness 
-—five  miles— and  Lochness— fifteen  miles— so  that  the 
chance  of  a  finnock  at  Foyers,  or  anywhere  near,  is  very 
remote. 

Lochness,  as  most  anglers  know,  is  a  "  trolling"  loch, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  have  very  favourable  conditions 
indeed  before  a  baaket  of  brown  trout  can  be  made,  it  is 
so  fickle. 

For  spring  salmon  fishing,  using  spinning  lure,  Lochness 
will  compare  favourably  with  any  other,  and  large  fish  are 
killed  on  Mr.  Tilston's  water ;  but  to  advocate  this  loch 
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for  baskets  of  autumn  sea  trout  ia,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
misleading. 

Bather  would  I  be  inclined  to  say  that  a  salmon  might 
be  the  daily  reward  of  a  persevering  angler — with  the 
ohancelof  a  sea  trout  or  two. 

Ic  is  in  the  interest  of  brother  anglers,  and  not  through 
any  spirit  of  contradiction,  that  I  take  exception  to 
"  G.  M.'g  "  remarks,  and  any  angler  proceeding  to  Looh- 
ness  with  the  expectation  of  a  daily  basket  of  finnock  and 
sea  trout — even  should  he  he  the  most  persevering  of  souls 
— will  return  a  soured  amd  disappointed  man. — Yours, 
&c.,  Allan  MacDonald. 

Inverness. 

SOURCE  OP  A  QUOTATION  WANTED. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
July  28  a  quotation  given  by  your  correspondent  "  Rod  well 
Hookham  "  lin  his  "Piscatorial  Poetics"  (p.  78)  from, 
as  he  says,  the  "  Polyolbion  "  of  Michael  Drayton,  when 
the  thirteenth  line  of  the  quotation  runs  :  "  Far  off  itself 
doth  oast,  so  doth  the  salmon  vault."  I  emphasize  _ the 
last  few  words  for  the  following  reason.  I  possess  a  little 
book  that  I  am  very  fond  indeed  of,  and  value,  not  for  its 
intrinsic  worth,  but  on  account  of  old  associations.  It  is 
"  The  Wonderful  Trout,"  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie  Brown. 
On  the  title  leaf  of  this  little  book  there  is  a  whimsical 
picture  of  a  salmon  bent  double,  with  his  tail  drawn  like 
two  hands,  one  thumb  of  which  he  has  got  to  his  nose  ;  his 
tongue  is  depicted  hanging  out,  and  he  has  a  most  leery 
look  in  his  eye  ;  and  underneath  the  quotation  is  given, 
"Thus  does  the  salmon  vault."— Dryden.  Thus  two 
men  give  a  quotation  which  I  feel  inclined  to  think  must 
be  from  one  and  the  same  source,  and  yet  it  is  differently 
attributed  to  Michael  Drayton  and  Dryden. 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  teU  me  which  of  these  is 
correct  ?  It  seems  a  small  matter  to  worry  about,  and  yet 
I  am  troubled  in  my  mind. — I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

BomlMiy.  ____  F.  0.  Gadsden. 

MUSSELS  AS  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  mussels  and 
whelks,  the  former  especially,  are  exceedingly  good  bait 
for  all  kinds  of  sea  fish,  including  shell  fish,  but,  like  most 
desirable  baits,  are  at  times  difficult  to  get  at  many  fishing 
stations,  and  when  even  successful  ia  obtaining  the  same 
are  either  too  small,  or  the  fish  are  in  such  an  emaciated 
condition,  that  is,  thin  and  watery,-  and  quite  useless^  as 
bait,  and  that  after  using  much  valuable  time  in  opening 
and  otherwise  preparing  the  bait  so  that  it  should  adhere 
to  the  bait  hook,  also  saying  nothing  about  the  cold  and 
wet  mess  they  make  you  in  by  the  motion  of  the  boat  on  a 
cold  frosty  trip. 

Mussels  for  bait  should  be  of  the  finest  quality,  because 
at  the  best  of  times  there  is  not  much  in  a  mussel  after  all. 
They  have  for  the  last  two  years  been  had  in  a  preserved 
state  for  bait,  but  owing  to  scarcity  at  times  the  supply 
baa  not  been  equal  to  the  demand,  and  many  disappoint- 
ments have  been  made  over  which  there  was  no  control, 
but  for  the  future  it  is  to  be  hoped  no  such  failures  will 
occur,  for  by  a  cosstant  series  of  experiments  mussels  can 
now  be  had  dried  ready  for  use  at  a  moment's  notice,  not 
only  as  bait,  but  for  culinary  purposes,  such  as  soups, 
sauces,  or  in  their  natural  state  after  a  few  hours'  steeping 
in  fresh  water. 

These  mussels  are  of  the  finest  quality,  hand  picked, 
artificially  fed,  and  opened  by  experts,  _  leaving  all  the 
gristle  (or  muscle)  of  the  fish  intact,  being  the  ^art  sea 
fishermen  adjust  their  hooks.  They  are  to  be  had  in  three 
different  sizes,  viz.,  small,  medium,  and  large.  They  are 
not  cooked  in  any  way.  They  are  simply  the  live  raw 
mussels  preserved. 

Any  further  information  to  any  of  your  numerous  corre- 
spondents will  be  freely  given  by — Yours  truly, 

460,  Oxford-road,  Reading.  F.  GosDEN. 


LOUGH  MASK  (IRELAND). 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  please  make  the  foUowing  correc- 
tion in  your  next  issue  ? 

It  was  stated  last  week  that  Mr.  Homan,  fishing  from 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  landed  three  very  fine  trout  j  one, 
8|lb.  J  one,  6ilb. ;  and  one,  4ilb. ;  &o.  Now,  although  it 
was  written  as  printed,  it  should  have  read :  One,  8|lb. ; 
one,  6ilb. ;  two  of  lib.  4^oz. — Yours  truly,       J.  A.  J. 


A  GOOD  CATCH. 

Dear  Sib,— During  last  week,  in  company  with  a  friend, 
I  paid  three  visits  to  a  piece  of  water  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wolverton  for  bream.  Fishing  with  one  rod  each,  and 
light  roach  tackle,  with  boiled  wheat  for  bait,  we  killed  a 
bag  of  951b.,  including  a  fine  rudd  of  21b  39z.  Two  days 
later  we  took  72Jlb.  in  the  same  swim.  On  Saturday  last 
I  took  with  my  own  rod  401b.,  and,  strange  to  say,  fouled 
no  less  than  four  fish  in  various  parts  of  the  body  while 
drawing  my  bait  in.    These  fish  afforded  grand  sport. 

Altogether  more  than  2001b.  of  bream  were  taken  in 
three  days,  of  which  some  scaled  4Jlb.,  but  the  average 
was  little  over  2l\h. 

In  the  early  part  of  last  season  three  of  us  killed  2041b. 
in  the  day  in  the  same  water,  but  there  were  six  rods 
working. 

The  rudd  is  being  preserved  with  another  caught  a 
month  ago,  and  which  weighed  21b.  5oz.  Both  these  fish 
fell  to  my  rod.— Yours  faithfully,  Phil  Sansom. 


DEATH  OF  A  RICHMOND  FISHERMAN. 

Sir, — His  punt  swung  idly  on  the  ebbing  tids,  securely 
tethered  the  previous  night  by  the  lusty  arms  of  its  owner, 
who  on  this  bright  Sabbath  morning  lies  still  in  death. 

He  was  only  a  poor  illiterate  fisherman,  making  a  pre- 
carious living  by  the  waterside  at  Twickenham,  but  being 


gifted  with  a  happy  disposition  and  a  pretty  wit,  aocom- 
panieil  by  pleasing  manners,  he  was  always  popular  with 
the  angling  fraternity. 

As  a  fisherman  none  excelled,  and  but  few  equalled  him 
in  ability  and  love  of  sport.  If  he  had  a  fault  let  it  be 
covered  with  the  cloak  of  pity,  remembering  only  his  many 
good  qualities. 

His  name  was  Jack  Frost,  but  they  called  him  "  Darkie." 
Peace  be  with  his  ashes. 

Out  of  the  many  hundreds  of  anglers  who  hav?  enjoyed 
a  day's  fishing  with  "  Darkie,"  will  those  who  are  able 
send  a  trifle  to  help  the  poor  widow  and  children  suddenly 
deprived  of  their  means  of  support ;  also  to  assist  in 
defraying  the  funeral  expenses  ? 

Contributions,  however  small,  will  be  thankfully  re- 
ceived and  acknowledged  in  these  columns  by 

J.  Jeffreys. 

5,  Montague  Villas,  Richmond,  Surrey. 


MORE  ABOUT  THE  WESTMEATH  LAKES. 

Sir, — Having  read  for  some  weeks  past  "  M.  B.'s " 
delightful  article  on  the  Westmeath  fishing,  I  thought  it 
might  interest  him  and  others  by  my  giving  a  short  diary 
I  kept  of  the  past  May  Fly  season  on  Lough  Derrevaragh. 

I  reached  my  home  on  May  17,  and  expected  the  Green 
Drake  to  be  up  by  then,  but  I  was  sadly  disappointed,  and 
had  to  content  myself  with  artificials  for  a  week,  as  we 
could  not  obtain  a  sufficient  number  of  the  natural  fly  till 
the  24th. 

On  the  23rd  we  noticed  a  few  Drake  on  the  water,  and 
agreed,  when  we  got  to  shore,  to  land  and  see  if  we_  could 
get  enough  for  a  dap.  After  a  good  deal  of  searching  we 
got  two,  which  my  brother  put  up,  and  in  a  short  time 
was  in  a  good  fish  ;  but  the  luck  was  against  him,  for 
after  a  few  minutes'  play  he  got  off. 

During  the  first  week  our  patience  was  sorely  tried,  as 
they  were  not  rising  to  any  artificials,  no  matter  what 
colour,  size,  or  shape. 

I  managed  to  get  one  on  the  20th,  about  21b.,  and 
another  brought  off  the  fly,  much  to  my  disgust,  as  it  was 
a  special  one,  on  which  I  killed  no  less  than  six  last  year 
before  the  May  Fly  season.  The  gut  was  slightly  frayed, 
and,  after  testing  it,  I  thought  it  would  hold,  but,  alas  !  I 
met  with  the  resnlt  stated. 

There  was  very  little  fishing  to  be  had  until  the  25th. 
We  started  from  a  place  called  Donore  Quay,  and  fished 
towards  Darra  shore.  The  fish  were  rising  freely  around 
us,  but  we  were  most  unfortunate,  as  we  could  not  get  one 
to  rise  till  we  got  to  the  centre  of  the  lake,  where  it  must 
have  been  very  deep ;  when,  through  a  deluge  of  hail- 
stones, I  noticed  a  fish  turn  under  my  dap,  which  was  all 
but  drowned  by  the  heavy  shower.  He  must  have  baen 
"  on  the  feed,"  for  he  turned  and  took  it  again.  I  was 
fishing  with  a  strange  rod,  and  must  have  held  him  too 
tight,  as  he  pitched  just  as  I  hooked  him— a  fine  fish  he 
was,  about  51b.  weight.  He  pitched  once  again  in  front 
of  the  boat,  and  as  he  did  not  get  off  by  plunging  I 
thought  I  had  a  good  chance,  but  after  ten  minutes'  play 
he  got  off.  In  a  short  time  I  was  in  another,  which  also 
succeeded  in  getting  away. 

After  this  we  were  more  successful,  as  we  got  four  good 
ones  before  ceasing. 

Saturday,  27th,  was  a  splendid  day— a  south-wester, 
and  good  wind  it  was.  On  the  first  fall,  about  100  yards 
from  shore,  a  fine  fish  plunged  about  a  yard  out  of  the 
water  and  down  on  the  fly.  I  just  touched  him,  but  he  got 
off.  After  this  I  changed  the  hook,  and  got  four  to  my 
own  rod  before  eveninff;  total  weight,  7ilb.  While  my 
two  brothers,  who  were  with  me,  only  rose  one  each,  and 
did  not  kill,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  rise  six  and  kill  four. 

Next  day  we  drew  blank.  Towards  evening  we  thought 
we  should  take  a  "  rise  "  out  of  the  men  in  the  boat  about 
100  yards  from  us  by  tying  a  bottle,  half  filled  with  water, 
to  the  line,  and  bringing  it  to  the  back  of  the  boat.  They 
watched  us  intently  for  a  long  while,  thinking  we  must  have 
had  a  "  whale  on."  After  a  long  while,  getting  tired, 
they  rowed  up  for  another  fall,  when  we  landed  the  bottle 
amid  great  rejoicing. 

During  the  whole  of  the  following  week  there  was  no 
wind  and  a  scorching  sun,  so  it  was  useless  fishing.  How- 
ever, we  stuck  to  it,  but  of  course  got  nothing,  except  one 
small  one  troUing. 

Our  total  for  the  three  weeks  (or  to  be  more  exact, 
seventeen  days)  was  sixteen  fish,  twelve  of  which  came  to 
the  May  Fly,  two  casting  with  artificials,  and  the 
remaining  two  trolling.  By  the  way,  these  were  both 
hooked  together,  and  after  a  most  exciting  time  were  both 
landed. 

Everyone  complained  of  the  bad  May  Fly  season.  I  for 
one  think  it  was  the  worst  on  record,  sixteen  fish  for 
seventeen  days ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  _  there 
were  only  seven  days  out  of  that  when  it  was  possible  to 
catch  a  fish,  so  that  the  bad  fishing  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  of  the  exceedingly  bad  climatic  conditions 
prevalent  at  the  tune. 

Last  year  we  got  over  forty,  about  half  of  which  came 
to  the  artificials,  both  trolling  and  casting,  a  few  weeks 
before  the  May  Fly  season. 

I  cannot  agree  with  some  people  who  say  that  the  fish 
are  not  in  the  lakes.  Judging  by  Derrevaragh,  I  only  wish 
I  had  one  out  of  every  iifty  I  saw  rise  this  year.  _  I  am 
very  well  acquainted  with  every  inch  of  the  district  our 
esteemed  correspondent  has  written  about,  including  the 
rivers  Inney,  Gain,  and  Dale,  all  of  which  I  have  often 
fished,  but  should  say  they  would  all  afford  the  dry  fly 
fisherman  more  sport  than  the  ordinary. — Yours  truly, 
  Darra. 

RE  THUNDERSTORMS,  &c. 
Dear  Sib,— I  am  at  present  pike  fishing  in  Lough 
Conn,  CO.  Ma^o,  and  have  not  brought  any  back  numbers 
of  Fishing  OaztUe  into  theso  charming  wilds,  but  after 


reading  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  am  con- 
tent to  believe  that  I  must  have  mis-read  his  former  letter 
of  Aug.  25. 

I  somehow  gathered  the  impression  that  at  the  time  of 
the  display  which  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  refers  to  he  saw  a 
curtain  of  falling  rain  quite  in  the  distance,  and  that  the 
ground  between  himself  and  the  rainstorm  was  yet  dry, 
and  therefore  capable  of  furnishing  dust.  Of  course,  a 
heavy  tropical  downpour  on  soft  soil  means  mud,  and 
plenty  of  it  where  the  rain  strikes,  and  also  where  the 
flood  water  drains  to  ;  but  there  are  sometimes  clouds  of 
dust  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  rainfall,  unless, 
indeed,  the  rush  of  wind  is  entirely  with  the  downpour. 

I  have  spent  about  fifteen  years  in  South  Africa,  many 
of  them  in  the  veldt,  and  have  had  lively  experiences  of 
thunderstorms,  windstorms,  duststorms,  and  also  of 
"  rain  and  dust  storms,"  the  two  last  being  in  pretty  close 
proximity  one  to  the  other. — Yours  very  truly, 

E.  Valknttne  Corrie. 


THE  FISHERIES  CONGRESS  AT   THE  PARIS 
EXHIBITION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  observe  that  the  International  Consress 
on  Aquiculture  and  Fisheries  takes  place  in  Paris  from 
Sept.  14  to  Id,  and  as  some  of  your  readers  may  purpose 
visiting  Paris  to  attend  it,  I  take  the  liberty  of  drawing 
your  attention  to  the  enclosed  circulars  of  the  Paris  Inter- 
national Assembly,  and  to  the  advantages  offered  by  its 
organisation  to  visitors  to  the  Exposition.  I  also  enclose 
a  copy  of  the  Assembly's  programme  for  the  week  from 
Sept.  14  to  22.  You  will  readily  see  that  for  those  who 
aie  anxious  to  make  the  most  of  a  short  visit  to  the  Expo- 
sition, the  advantages  offered  are  specially  calculated  to 
save  time  and  effort,  and  to  place  visitors  at  once  in 
oonteot  with  what  is  most  representative  and  most  im- 
portant in  the  Exposition. 

I  am  sending  also  herewith  a  copy  of  the  guide  book 
specially  prepared  and  issued  by  the  Assembly  for  the  use 
of  its  members,  and  shall  be  pleased  if  you  can  give  it 
some  notice  in  your  paper.  If  you  think  that  any  of  your 
readers  who  may  be  going  to  attend  the  Congress  are  likely 
to  find  this  guide  book  useful,  I  shall  be  happy  to  supply 
copies.  The  published  price  of  the  guide  is  2s.  net,  but  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  make  special  terms  for  intending 
visitors  to  Paris  and  the  Congresses. — Yours  faithfully, 
T.  R.  Marr  (Assistant  Secretary). 

5,  Old  Queen-street,  Westminster,  London,  S.W. 
Sept.  12,  1900. 

[We  imagine  that  few  intending  visitors  have_  not 
already  got  one  of  the  guides  published ;  the  one  published 
by  the  Paris  International  Assembly  seems  to  be  excellent. 
—Ed.]   

FISHING  AT  BOURNEMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  obliged  if  any  reader  would 
kindly  inform  me  through  your  papor  what  angling  is  to 
be  had  near  Bournemouth,  and  if  it  is  coarse  or  fly 
fishing. 

With  best  thanks  in  anticipation.- Yours  truly, 

H.  E. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  56  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

9117.  Fishing.  Patentee:  G.  Cook,  of  Cathem, 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  U.S.A.  Automatic 
striking  apparatus.  The  line  is  wound  on  a 
drum  wound  up  by  a  spring.  A  loop  in  the 
line  passes  through  a  notch  on  one  end  of  a 
bell-crank  lever,  the  other  end  of  which  is 
made  with  a  pawl  to  engage  with  a  ratchet- 
wheel  on  the  drum.  The  apparatus  is  fitted 
to  slide  between  a  base  and  overhead  guides, 
a  spring  acting  to  draw  the  apparatus  away 
from  the  pawl  when  the  latter  is  tripped  by 
the  pull  on  the  line  as  a  fish  takes  the  bait. 
A  bell  is  simultaneously  rung. 

9965.  Fishing  Rods.  Patentee  :  A.  P.  Maitland,  of 
Battledene,  near  Newbury,  Berkshire.  _  To 
secure  greater  efficiency  in  casting,  the  tip  of 
the  rod  is  weighted.  The  weight  censists  of 
a  hall  through  which  the  line  is  led.  The 
weight  may  be  adjusted  along  the  rod  and 
secured  with  a  set-screw.  The  weight  ma 
be  variously  shaped. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  annual  series  of  flower  shows 
commence  next  week  with  a  dahlia  and  gladioli  show,  to 
be  held  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  An 
extensive  display  is  anticipated,  and  some  entirely  novel 
dahlias  of  the  new  cactus  varieties  are  to  be  shown.  As 
this  will  be  the  only  dahlia  show  held  in  London,  its 
success  should  be  assured.  All  the  entertainments  will 
continue,  some  additions  being  made  to  the  programme  oi| 
Monday.  j 


ALL  IS  NOT  Gold  that  Glitters  may  be  said  about  man4 
brilliant  prospectuBes  that  are  frequently  issued  to  financiers} 
they  often  herald  the  formation  of  companies  which  go  up  like 
the  proverbial  rocket  and  come  down  like  a  stick.  Holloway  B 
Pills  and  Ointment,  unlike  Buch  ehaky  ventures,  are  the  soundest 
investments  in  which  people  suffering  from  disease  can  entrust 
their  money.  They  have  the  reputation  of  over  half  a  century, 
and  every  day  they  return  substantial  dlvidendi  in  the  form  of  good 
health.  No  disease  has  yet  disputed  their  influence  when  a  fair 
trial  has  been  given.  They  cure  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  weakness, 
and  liver  and  kidney  diseases,  whilst  for  skin  diseases  they  have 
no  equal   Sold  by  all  chemists,  <Ste. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOBATBD 

AlNgling  and  club  gossip. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22nd,  1900. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  FREDERICK 
MILLER. 


We  much  regret  to  hear  of  the  death,  through 
a  bicycle  accident,  of  Mr.  Frederick  Miller,  son  of 
our  correspondent,  the  well-known  Yorkshire 
angler,  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Middleham.  In  a 
note  to  us  Mr.  Miller  says : 

"  Middleham,  R.S.O.,  Sept.  18,  1900. 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Please  accept  our  best 
thanks  for  sympathy.  Poor  Fred  was  never 
strong,  so  I  kept  him  at  home  typewriting,  &c. 
He  was  keen  at  cycling  and  fond  of  fishing,  like 
all  his  brothers  and  sisters.  Being  always  with 
us  at  home,  perhaps  we  feel  his  loss  the  more. 
Again  thanking  you. — Yours  truly, 

John  E.  Miller." 

Great  sympathy  will  be  felt  for  Mr.  Miller  and 
his  family  in  their  sad  loss— their  son  was  little 
more  than  twenty  years  of  age. 


J.  Watson  Ltall  and  Co.'s  List  of 
Shootings  and  Fishings  to  Let.— Messrs.  J. 
Watson  Lyall  and  Co.,  of  118,  Pall  Mall,  London, 
have  sent  us  their  list  for  September,  which 
contains  particulars  of  deer  forests,  grouse  moors, 
manors,  mansions,  houses,  low  ground  shootings, 
salmon  fishings,  &c.,  to  let— a  large  range  to  select 
from. 


ON  THE  BEULT. 


I  suppose  there  are  not  very  many  fishermen 
who  know  the  Beult,  but  perhaps  this  is  a  fallacy 
on  my  part;  as  I  have  only  recently  made  its 
acquaintance  myself,  I  may  imagine  that  other 
people  are  as  ignorant  as  I  was.    I  knew  it  was  a 
tributary  of  the  Medway,  but  as  to  its  exact 
whereabouts  from  a  fishing  point  of  view,  that 
was  another  flight  of  steps.    However,  all  things 
come  to  the  fisherman  who  waits  long  enough 
and  so  did  the  Beult,  therefore,  come  to  my 
knowledge.    It  came  about  thusly.    I  have 
friend  and  fishing  pupil,  yclept  "the  millionaire,' 
not  because  of  what  he  has,  but  of  what  he  is 
likely  to  have — through  his  own  industry,  mind 
you.    Last  year  I  managed  to  inoculate  him  with 
piscarine  virus ;  he  had  a  beautiful  arm  covered 
with  fish  scales,  and  is  now  quite  a  reasonable 
being,  worshipping  at  the  shrine  of  "  Poseidon  ' 
at  every  possible  opportunity.    He  has  already 
bought  five  different  patent  and  other  seats,  and 
generally  sits  on  the  ground.    One  day  M.  was  at 
his  usual  pursuit,  viz.,  the  capture  of  the  wily 
"  oof  bird ; "  this  consists,  so  far  as  I  can  make 
out,  in  endeavouring  to  sell  someone  an  article  he 
does  not  want,  or  in  persuading  him  he  is  a  long, 
eared,  double-distilled  quadruped,  for  not  wanting 
it.    However,  M.,  on  this  particular  day,  made 
the  acquaintance  of  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower, 
named  C,  who  not  only  owns,  but  farms  his  land, 
with  the  assistance  of  his  two  sons — splendid 
young  fellows,  one  of  whom  possesses  a  young 
falcon,  which  he  is  carefully  training.    Young  C. 
has  bought  a  book  on  falconry,  and  is  most 
careful  and  attentive  to  his  protege's  wants  and 
education.    These  three  men  are  at  work  early 
and  late,  plan  everything  themselves,  and  help 
tq  carry  it  out,  and  are  neither  ashamed  of  them- 
selves or  their  occupation,  being  in  this  respect 
like  a  certain  blacksmith  who  could  "look  the 
whole  world  in  the  face."    Such  men  as  these  are 
the  backbone  of  old  England,  may  she  ever 
possess  such  sons.    M.  had  heard  C.  owned  fish- 
able  water,  so  began  inquiring  about  it.    0.  at 
once  cordially  invited  M.  and  his  chum  (the 
writer),  with  the  proviso  that  two  should  be  the 
outside  number  of  fishermen,  as  unfortunately 
his  kindness  had  been  abused;  this  was  promptly 
agreed  to,  and  has  been  loyally  carried  out. 
When  M.  arrived  home,  he  made  tracks  for  my 
hut  in  double  quick  time,  and  talked  nineteen  to 
the  dozen,  in  fact,  what  with  the  fish  that  had 
been  caught  there,  and  those  that  hadn't,  the 
room  developed  quite  a  fishy  odour,  so  much 
so  that    I    had   to  invoke    the    aid    of  the 
good  spirit  "  Hwiske "  to  take  the  smell  away. 
This   was   successfully  accomplished,  and  we 
poured  out  libations  unto  "  Tight  lines."  Both  M. 
and  myself  are  busy  men  in  different  ways.  One 
difference  is  this — he  is  a  masterpiece  in  putting 
salt  on  the  "  oof  bird's"  tail,  while  I  have  great  diffi- 
culty in  finding  salt,  and  have  never  yet  got  a  sight 
of  the  aforesaid  dickey  bird.    He  is  thin  and 
wears  gig-lamps,  and  I  am  somewhat  inclined  to 
"  ombonpong."  In  some  respects  we  are  curiously 
alike.    We  are  both  sincere  admirers  of  nature, 
and  can  find  beauty  in  many  a  tiny  nook  or 
corner  that  some  folk  would  pass  with  a  sneer. 
We  are  both  "  thusemustic  "  fishermen.    But  the 
most  marvellous  coincidence  of  all  is,  we  both 
like  to  have  our  own  way.    If  a  line  or  hook 
breaks,  and  things  go  generally  "  okkard,"  M. 
slithers    unconsciously    into   Latin.     I  prefer 
Greek  myself,  and  sometimes  the  languages  get 
mixed  with  a  strong  infusion  of  Anglo-Saxon. 
Finally  M.  peers  at  me  over  his  gig-lamps  and 
inquires  why  I  am  shaking  like  a  jelly-bag,  and  I 
want  to  know  why  his  bones  are  rattling  so,  and 
jolly  laughter  ends  the  comedy.    One  very  cold 
Saturday  in  February  we  boarded  the  7.25,  en 
■oute  for  C.'s  farm.    We  had  the  usual  jack 
tackle,  a  bait  can  of  gold  fish,  and  the  usual 
trifles  for  the  internal  lines  of  communication. 
M.  had  never  caught  a  pike  in  his  life,  and  was  as 
restless  as  a  bee  in  a  bottle.    How  wretched  the 
winter  is,  some  folk  say — cold,  wet,  and  miser- 
able.   To  me  the  charm  of  winter  is  as  perfect  as 
the  tender  green  beauty  of  the  spring,  the  full 
bloom  of  summer,  or  the  mellowness  of  autumn- 
tide.    Have  you  ever  watched  the  autumn  deepen 
into  winter,  the  changing  tints  of  the  leaves  in 
their  exquisitely  variegated  beauty  as  they  slowly 
fade  and  die  ?  The  skeleton  forms  of  the  trees  begin 
to  peep  through  the  fast-thinning  leaves  ;  the  first 


sharp  frost,  and  the  first  shrill  blast — herald  of 
winter — whistles  through  them,  and  the  major  por- 
tion whirl  in  fantastic  and  eerie  dances  through  the 
air,  finally  reaching  the  ground.    Then  stands  in 
all  its  naked  beauty  the  giant  oak,  or  the  sturdy 
elm,  with  huge  branches  and  delicate  tracery  of 
twigs  outlined  against  the  winter  sky,  save, 
perhaps,  for  a  few  dry  leaves  clattering  and 
chattering  against  the  twigs  with  every  rush  of 
wind,  like  castanets  in  a  dance  of  death.    See  you 
not  there  strength,  lightness,  and  beauty  com- 
bined !    Or  look  at  the  pollard  willows  fringing 
the  stream,  with  their  curious  stumpy  trunks, 
bullet  heads,  and  long  twigs,  like  some  uncanny 
dwarf  with  long  hair  straight  on  end.    Or  who 
shall  describe  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  hoar 
frost,  when  drooping  ash,  weeping  willow,  silver 
birch,  poplar,  and  elm  are  smitten  by  the  Ice 
King's  breath !     When  the  wintry  sun  peeps 
through  the  mist,  and  changes  every  tree  into  a 
living  jewel,  that  glitters  and  flashes  and  glows, 
like  a  thousand  mines  of  Golconda  rolled  into 
one  !     There  is  no  beauty  in  winter,  or  in  aU  the 
wide  world,  if  your  senses  are  dulled  and  you 
wear  green  spectacles.    Did  ever  lady  in  the  land 
wear  such  a  costly  white,  delicate  robe,  or  one  so 
soft  and  warm  as  mother  earth  when  wrapped  in 
her  snow  mantle  ?    And  what  of  the  God-given 
rain?    Don't  stand  looking  out  of  the  window 
cursing  the  weather ;  shake  yourself  up,  get  out 
and  about,  and  into  a  more  healthy  frame  of 
mind.    The  train  stopped  at  every  station,  but 
we  finally  reached  our  destination,  and,  after  a 
brisk  walk  of  about  a  mile,  arrived  at  the  river, 
and  very  pikey  it  looked — lily  stems  and  bulrushes 
abounded,  with  here  and  there  open  water. 
The  morning  passed  without  a  run,  except  on  our 
part  to  keep  warm.     About  two  o'clock  M. 
shouted  frantically  that  he  had  a  fish.    I  made 
towards  him,  and  found,  when  I  got  there,  that 
the  fish   had  smashed  M.'s  gimp  hook,  and 
departed  with  it.     M.  looked  unutterable  things, 
and  thought  some  very  curious  things  out  loud  ; 
I  managed  to  gather,  however,  in  one  of  M.'s 
lucid  moments,  some  particulars  of  the  size  of  the 
fish,  and  judged  it  to  be  between  91b.  and  101b. 
I  rigged  M.  up  afresh,  and  with  great  difficulty 
persuaded  him  to  try  again  the  same  spot.  I 
went  back  to  my  rod,  and  M.  went  higher  up  the 
river  for  a  walk,  to  warm  himself.    My  float  had 
vanished,  and  lot  of  line  had  been  run  out,  but 
everything  was  quiet.    I  waited  some  little  time, 
and  then  cautiously  picked  my  rod  up  and 
commenced  feeling  for  the  fish.     A  sudden  wild 
jerk,  and  then  quiet  again.    I  reeled  up  slowly, 
and  found  I  was  hung  up  somehow.    I  kept  a 
steady  strain  on  the  line,  and  gradually  a  hop- 
pole  came  in  sight.    M.  was  clean  out  of  the  way, 
and  I  was  in  a  lovely  hole ;  however,  I  kept 
steadily  pulling  at  my  line,  got  hold  of  the  hop- 
pole,  and  found  a  pike  had  wound  the  line  round 
it,  but  was  still  on.    Well,  I  eventually  landed  by 
myself  a  10ft.  hop-pole  and  a  jaok  that,  six  hours 
after,  turned  the  scale  at  7hlh.    When  M.  came 
back  I  was  unwinding  the  line  from  the  hop-pole, 
and  M.  is  wondering  to  this  day  how  I  managed 
to  land  both  pole  and  fish.    When  M.  got  to  his 
rod  his  float  had  "  absquatulated,"  and  I  gave  him 
his  first  practical  lesson  in  "Pikeology."  He 
managed  very  well,  although  dreadfully  excited, 
and  I  grassed  a  fine  fish  for  him.    He  declared  it 
to  be  the  same  size  as  the  one  that  broke  him. 
M.'s  fish  was  weighed  at  the  same  time  as  mine, 
and  proved  to  be  lO^lb.  good  weight.    This  fish 
turned  out  to  be  exactly  the  same  size  as  the  one 
that  broke  M.,  for  he  was  sent  to  Cooper  to 
be  cased,  and  M.'s  hook  was  found  in  him  by 
Cooper  and  returned.    This  pike,  most  artistically 
mounted,  now  graces  M.'s  breakfast-room.  M. 
caught  one  more  fish  weighing  5|lb.,  but  no  more 
fell  to  my  rod.    We  packed  up  in  a  heavy  snow- 
storm, and  were  agreeably  surprised  by  good  old 
C.  appearing  with  a  jug  of  scalding  hot  tea,  ready 
milked  and  sugared.    This  we  promptly  and 
gratefully  disposed  of.     When  next  I  saw  the 
river  what  a  marvellous  change  had  passed  over 
it.     The  Almighty  enchanter  had  waved  his 
wondrous  wand  over  the  land,  and  lo !  it  was 
imer.    The  trees  were  laden  with  fruit,  the 
mower's  scythe  was  heard,  with   its  rythmical 
swish,  swish,  and  the  air  was  heavy  with  the  scent 
of  the  new- mown  hay;  the  birds  were  singing 
their  loudest  praises  to  their  benefactor,  the  bed 
of  the  river  was  full  of  bulrushes  and  reeds,  and 
the  lilies  were  everywhere  spreading  their  leaves 
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on  the   unruffled  water,  their  charming  white 
tiowers  nestling  gracefully  and  closely  to  the  cool 
green  leaves.    Purple  loose  strife,  meadow  sweet, 
and  the  delicate  pale  blue  of  the  forget-me-not 
fringed  the  banks  and  was  scattered  everywhere 
in  graceful  and  careless  profusion.    The  bees' 
drowsy  hum,  varied  every  now  and  then  by  the 
deeper  drone  of  the  humble  bee,  fell  soothingly 
on  the  ear,  ever  and  anon  broken  by  the  sharper 
buzz  of  the  wasp  or  the  clatter  of  the  dragon  fly's 
wing  as  he  brushed  against  a  reed  or  made  a  dash 
into  the  water.     The  fish  sunned  themselves  and 
swam  lazily  along,  slowly  sinking  as  a  shadow 
passed  over  them.    Starlings  chattered,  and  as 
we  looked  we  saw  a  whole  tribe  of  them  attacking 
a  crow.    They  bustled  him,  dashed  at  him,  ancl 
hustled  him  as  far  as  we  could  see.    I  wonder 
what  he  had  been  up  to  ?    Butterflies  delicately 
poised  themselves  on  the  edge  of  a  flower  and, 
unrolling  their  long  trunks,  sipped  at  the  sweets 
therein.    It  was  summer,  with  all  its  riotous 
wealth  of  life,  its  profusion  of  leaf,  flower,  and 
fruit,  its  exquisite  skies  and  glorious  sun,  its 
beautiful  lights  and  shadows,  and  its  halcyon 
days.    And  now  the  magic  evening  draws  on  ;  a 
rose-red  mist  fills  all  the  sky,  deepening  ever  and 
on  into  the  wondrous  night.  Ah  me !  the  witchery 
of  it  all.    The  lamps  of  Heaven  light  up  one  by 
one,  peering  down  from  the  vasty  height  as  if 
they  wondered  what  was  going  on  down  here ; 
the  bats  flit  silently  by,  and  ghostly  moths  come 
suddenly  from  the  darkness  and  return  to  it 
again ;  the  soft  southern  breeze  whispers  in  a 
more  melancholy  cadence  as  it  rustles  with  a 
tender  complaint  through  the  flags  and  rushes  of 
the  river,  until,  with  one  soft,  long  drawn  sigh,  it 
falls  asleep  in  the  bosom  of  the  night,  and  is 
ttinderly  wrapped  in  her  sable  mantle. 

B.  St.  John-Waghorne. 


IN  THE  WASHBURN  VALLEY. 


One  of  the  prettiest  little  rivers  almost  un- 
known to  the  angler  is  the  river  Washburn.  It  is 
situated  in  Nidderdale,  Yorkshire,  nine  miles 
distant  from  Harrogate,  and  about  the  same  from 
Pateley  Bridge.  Darley,  four  and  a  half  miles 
away,  is  the  most  convenient  station  for  the 
angler  to  approach  the  fishing  from. 

The  river  rises  about  a  mile  above  the 
picturesque  village  of  West  Ead,  coursing  swiftly 
through  the  village,  along  the  bottom  of  Hanging 
Moor,  and  emptying  itself  three  miles  lower  down 
into  the  Leeds  Corporation  reservoir,  Fewston, 
close  to  the  village  of  Blubberhouses.  The 
village  of  West  End  lies  deep  down  in  the  valley, 
and  thirty  years  ago  could  boast  of  nearly  2000 
inhabitants.  I  now  doubt  whether  it  could  muster 
200.  In  those  palmy  days  it  was  engaged  in  the 
cotton  industry,  but  being  so  far  away  from  the 
railway,  and  through  competition  and  various 
other  reasons,  the  mills  stopped  running,  and  now 
there  is  nothing  to  be  seen  but  the  bare  stone 
walls  standing  out  like  grim  sentinels,  reminding 
one  of  a  bygone  age. 

Crossing  the  stone  bridge  over  the  river,  and 
ascending  the  hill,  we  pause  on  the  top  to  recover 
our  breath,  and  there  a  grand  panoramic  view  lies 
stretched  out  before  us,  both  up  and  down  the 
valley,  the  village  we  have  left  looking  like  a 
mere  speck  at  our  feet.  Close  to  is  Stone 
House,  well  known  locally  for  its  home-brewed 
ale,  so,  before  returning,  we  call  in  to  have  a  glass 
and  a  chat  with  mine  host.  On  descending  the 
hill  and  following  the  course  of  the  stream  we 
come  to  the  village  of  Blubberhouses. 

It  is  exceedingly  quaiat,  and  for  the  over- 
worked city  man  it  is  a  charming  spot  to  recoup 
himself  in. 

Here  we  get  a  splendid  view  of  Blubberhouses 
Moors,  owned  by  Lord  Walsingham,  and  on  which 
he  made  that  memorable  bag  of  529  brace  of 
grouse  to  his  own  gun  in  one  day. 

Walking  further  into  the  village  we  come  to  the 
Fiankland  Arms  Hotel,  facing  the  church.  The 
writer  has  spent  many  pleasant  days  here,  the 
catering  being  good  and  the  charges  very 
moderate. 

The  fishing  in  the  reservoirs,  Fewston  and 
Swinsty,  is  excellent,  consisting  chiefly  of  trout, 
and  any  bond  fide  Leeds  ratepayer  may  obtain  a 
three  days'  ticket  for  himself  and  friend  to  fish. 
In  the  river  itself  it  is  not  so  easy  to  obtain  leaved 


a  portion  of  it  being  strictly  preserved.  How- 
ever, if  the  angler,  wishing  to  try  his  hand  in  the 
river,  journeys  to  West  End  he  will  find  one  or 
two  farmers  willing  to  give  him  the  asked  for 
permission  on  their  portions  of  the  stream. 

The  river  simply  teems  with  brown  trout, 
averaging  four  to  the  pound,  though  occasionally 
the  angler  may  grass  a  pounder. 

July  and  August  are  the  best  months  for  this 
river.  The  fish  are  then  in  the  pink  of  condition 
and  their  fighting  qualities  at  their  best. 

Fished  in  the  daytime,  upstream  worm  and  the 
minnow  are  the  best  lures,  and  in  the  hands  of  an 
expert  prove  most  deadly. 

The  river  being  small,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
angler  should  keep  well  out  of  sight,  and  to  do 
this  he  had  better  put  on  his  waders  and  walk  up 
the  centre  of  the  stream,  thus  keeping  well 
behind  the  fish. 

Here  and  there  some  likely  pool  meets  the  eye 
of  the  'angler,  who,  tired  with  the  exertion  of 
wielding  his  rod,  may  sink  his  worm  whilst 
having  his  lunch  or  enjoying  a  quiet  pipe,  and 
often  his  efforts  will  be  rewarded  with  a  lusty 
trout. 

In  the  evening  some  capital  sport  may  be  had 
with  the  fly. 

Such  flies  as  the  March  Brown,  Orange  Par- 
tridge, Brown  Owl,  and  Dark  Snipe  will  be  found 
the  most  killing. 

Before  venturing  out  the  angler  should  smear 
his  hands  and  face  with  "  Homocea,"  in  order  to 
keep  the  Grey  Midges  from  biting,  otherwise  his 
temper  may  be  sorely  ruffled,  and  his  sport  is 
likely  to  suffer  thereby. 

Unfortunately,  as  is  often  the  case  on  these 
moorland  streams,  a  white  mist  will  sometimes 
gather  over  the  water,  and  the  fish  will  cease 
rising. 

The  angler's  sport  is  over  for  that  night,  and 
he  may  cast  his  flies  until  his  arm  aches,  but  no 
response  will  he  get  from  the  trout,  therefore  it  is 
wiser  to  take  his  rod  to  pieces,  and  wend  his  way 
homeward  to  dream  of  better  luck  on  the  morrow. 

Strange  to  say,  these  moorland  trout  will  not 
take  to  wasp's  grub.  I  have  seen  them  swim 
around  eyeing  it  with  the  gravest  suspicion, 
pushing  it  with  their  noses,  and  occasionally  one 
more  venturesome  than  the  rest  will  show  his 
disdain  for  it  by  giving  it  a  whack  with  his  tail. 
Most  trout  smack  their  lips  at  the  thoughts  of 
such  a  delicacy,  and,  alas  !  many  have  had  to  rue 
the  day  they  tasted  it.  So  do  not  imagine  that 
you  are  going  to  capture  the  Washburn  trout 
with  wasp's  grub.  He  is  very  conservative.  The 
humble  worm  was  good  enough  for  his  fore- 
fathers, and  therefore  is  quite  good  enough  for 
him. 

Recently  the  writer  spent  a  few  days  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  the  result  of  four  days' 
fishing  was  as  follows :  Four  brace,  eleven  and  a 
half  brace,  ten  and  a  half  brace,  and  eight  and  a 
half  brace ;  total,  thirty-four  and  a  half  brace. 

The  business  man  returning  to  his  labours  in 
the  city  cannot  help  carrying  away  with  him 
pleasant  recollections  of  a  holiday  spent  in  the 
Washburn  Valley.  Brov^tn  Owl. 


A  GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  STATION. 


HOUGHTON,  ON  THE  HUNTINGDON- 
SHIRE OUSE. 
To  any  of  my  brother  anglers  who  are  in  search 
of  a  suitable  spot  where  a  quiet  holiday  can  be 
inexpensively  spent,  and  good  sport  usually 
obtained,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending 
the  above  little  village.  Houghton  stands  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  is  situate  nearly  mid- way 
between  St.  Ives  and  Huntingdon.  It  can,  there- 
fore, readily  be  reached  by  G.N.  Ry.,  Mid.  Ry., 
or  G.E.  Ry.  to  Huntingdon,  or  G.E.  Ry.  and 
Mid.  Ry.  to  St.  Ives,  from  either  of  which  stations 
Mr.  Wm.  Clark,  of  Houghton,  Mr.  Chas.  JUucas, 
of  Houghton,  or  Mr.  Timson,  of  Wyton,  would 
drive  passengers  for  about  2s.  6d. 

The  river  Ouse  abounds  with  bream,  roach, 
rudd,  perch,  pike,  dace,  and  has  a  very  good 
sprinkling  of  chub,  many  of  them  of  goodly  size. 

Apartments  may  readily  be  obtained  at 
Houghton,  either  at  the  public-housss  or  at 
private  houses.  Mrs.  Upchurch,  of  the  Three 
Horse  Shoes,  Houghton,  is,  I  know,  very  attentive 
to  gentlemen  staying  thei-e,  as  is  also  Mrs.  Crane, 


at  the  George  and  Dragon,  Houghton,  and  if 
either  of  these  happen  to  be  "  full,"  they  could,  I 
am  sure,  soon  obtain  accommodation  elsewhere 
for  any  angler  wishing  for  it. 

Boats  are  very  desirable  to  properly  fish  the 
main  river.  Mr.  Senescal,  at  the  mill,  has  some 
very  good  ones  to  let,  and  his  prices  are  very 
moderate,  being  only  about  7s.  6d.  a  week. 

During  the  last  year  or  two  the  fishing  in  the 
Ouse  generally  has  not  been  quite  up  to  the 
standard,  and  my  opinion  of  the  main  cause  of 
this  is  that  owing  to  a  law  case  between  the  owner 
of  the  navigation  and  the  county  council  the 
locks  have  been  closed,  and  there  has  in  conse- 
quence been  almost  an  entire  absence  of  stream. 
The  river  has  in  consequence  got  very  foul,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  between  Godman- 
chester  and  Houghton  the  weeds  have  been  cut 
annually,  and  sometimes  twice  in  the  year.  Yet 
they  have  had  no  push  of  water  to  help  them 
seawards,  and  have  therefore  settled  down  and 
grown  again  almost  directly  they  were  cut. 
Happily,  this  state  of  affairs  is  now  ended,  and 
the  locks  are  again  in  working  order,  and  this 
should  in  the  near  future  have  a  tendency  to 
improve  the  sport. 

The  famous  stretch  of  water  known  as  Hough- 
ton Wale  is  very  conveniently  situabed  for  anglers 
staying  at  Houghton,  being  only  about  half  a 
mile  upstream.  Herfe,  on  the  right-hand  bank, 
facing  upstream,  many  excellent  swims  15ft.  or 
over  in  depth  may  be  found,  whilst  on  the  towing- 
path  side  are  many  weedy  holes  admirably  adapted 
to  large  rudd,  which  abound  in  them,  and  may 
be  readily  taken  if  properly  fished  for.  On 
the  deep  water  side  many  large  perch  take 
up  their  quarters,  as  in  the  winter  time  do  also 
very  large  pike.  The  perch  fishing  in  this  stretch 
of  water  is  very  much  neglected,  the  reason 
given  being  that  the  small  pike  are  such  a 
nuisance.  There  is,  of  course,  something  in  this. 
At  the  same  time,  any  enthusiastic  perch  angler 
should  not  mind  this  little  drawback.  The  fish 
are  there,  and  in  goodly  numbers,  and  of  large 
size,  as  anyone  may  see  for  themselves  if  they 
care  to  visit  the  water  in  the  early  morning, 
just  as  the  perch  begin  to  feed.  I  have  known 
perch  of  31b.  to  be  taken  from  this  spot,  and  once 
I  heard  of  a  4-pounder.  The  largest  I  have  had 
the  good  luck  to  take  scaled  241b.,  and  was  taken 
with  small  red  worm  when  roach  fishing. 

I  have  said  that  the  river  abounds  with  bream. 
This  is  absolutely  correct,  and  particularly  this 
part  of  it;  but,  sti-ange  to  say,  up  to  now  they 
liave  not  fed  this  season  at  all.  An  enthusiastic 
bream  fisherman  told  me  the  other  day  that  he 
had  spent  a  fortnight  with  them,  night  and  day, 
and  his  biggest  take  did  not  exceed  haK  a 
dozen.  I  have  known  the  same  angler  take  in 
the  daytime,  when  the  sun  was  shining  full 
blaze,  as  many  as  1501b.,  and  other  anglers  I 
have  known  to  be  equally  as  successful,  and,  in 
fact,  have  myself  had  nearly  as  good  catches  in 
the  daytime.  This  year,  however,  strange  to  say, 
neither  daytime  nor  night-time  has  found  them 
feeding  up  to  now.  The  fish  are  there  in  any 
numbers — only  the  other  night  the  river  appeared 
to  be  alive  with  them — great  fellows  of  41b.  or  51b. 
apparently  being  very  plentiful.  Why,  then, 
don't  they  feed  as  in  days  gone  by  ?  I  anticipate 
shortly  some  angler  will  get  among  'em,  and  will 
make  such  a  bag  as  is  seldom  heard  of.  Let  us 
hope  it  may  be  an  angler  staying  at  Houghton, 
who  has  gone  there  on  the  strength  of  this 
article,  and  I'm  sure  he  will  be  ready  to  crack  a 
bottle  should  he  and  I  ever  meet. 

But  although  the  bream  fishing  has  gone  down 
yet  the  rudd  fishing  remains  as  good  as  ever  in 
the  weedy  stretches  of  the  river  within  measm-able 
distance  of  Houghton,  particularly  up-stream  in 
the  main  river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Fourgate  Pit 
in  front  of  the  Rimers,  and,  again,  in  the  bend  of 
the  river  near  Hartford  Island  2Jlb.  rudd  abound, 
and  many  a  fish  of  this  weight,  and  many 
exceeding  it,  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  take. 
The  best  time  to  fish  for  them  is  in  the  early 
morning  and  late  in  the  evening,  the  latter  for 
preference,  and  they  frequently  feed  well  after 
darkness  has  set  in,  this  particularly  applying  to 
the  larger  fish.  Paste  is  a  good  bait  to  use, 
paiticulaily  if  mixed  with  King's  natui-al  bait. 
Wheat  also  is  a  useful  bait  to  employ,  but  the 
two  bast,  in  my  opinion,  are  worms  and  gentles. 
I  have  always  taken  the  largest  fish  with  the 
former  of  these  two,  although  I  certainly  think 
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gentles  a  more  attractive  bait.  Use  a  No.  11  fine 
gut  hook,  and  put  on  about  four  of  these,  and  you 
will  be  likely  to  soon  make  the  acquaintance  of 
a  2-pounder.  Always  fish  close  to  the  weeds,  or 
where  there  is  a  flow  of  water,  say  a  couple  of 
feet  above  them.  Choose  a  spot  where  there  are 
water  lilies,  and  you  are  almost  sure  to  find  them 
sooner  or  later.  Do  not  stay  long  in  a  place 
unless  you  meet  with  sport.  Possibly  the  rudd 
will  not  find  you,  or,  rather,  your  bait,  co  that 
you  must  use  your  best  endeavours  to  find  them. 
Fish  "fine  and  far  off"  until  darkness  sets  in, 
when  they  will  frequently  feed  freely  close  to  the 
boat. 

In  the  winter  time  Houghton  can  be  highly 
recommended  for  the  pike  fisher  to  make  his 
headquarters.  The  water  around  is  very  little 
fished,  there  are  some  nice  stretches  suitable  for 
spinning,  whilst  the  deeps  of  Houghton  Wale  are 
well  worth  the  attention  of  the  live  bait  angler, 
and,  as  a  rule,  the  nearer  he  fishes  to  the  bottom 
the  more  likely  is  he  to  find  the  largest  fish. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  add  that  Houghton 
is  one  of  the  very  best  places  for  a  family  man  to 
choose  for  his  holidays.  It  is  a  healthy,  quiet, 
pretty  spot;  the  lanes  and  walks  around  it  are 
very  enjoyable,  and  the  boating,  apart  from 
angling,  is  all  that  can  be  desired.  It  is  a  place 
that  woiild  suit  the  man  of  moderate  means, 


HIGHBRIDGE,  ON  THE  ITCHBN. 

The  accompanying  illustration  is  of  a  charming 
stretch  of  the  river  Itchen,  in  Hampshire,  at 
Highbridge.  The  bridge  is  seen  in  the  distance, 
looking  upstream. 


HINTS  ON  GRAYLING  CULTURE. 


BY  DR.  JAMES  A.  HBNSHA.LL. 
(Bead  before  American  Fisheries  Society.) 
The  successful  culture  of  the  Montana  grayling 
and  the  safe  transportation  of  grayling  eggs, 
under  proper  conditions,  are  no  longer  matters  of 
experiment.  My  first  attempt,  two  years  ago,  to 
hatch  and  rear  the  grayling  on  the  same  lines  as 
those  usually  pursued  with  trout,  was  almost  a 
total  failure,  owing  to  a  lack  of  suitable  con- 
ditions and  a  want  of  experimental  knowledge 
concerning  the  character  of  the  eggs  and  habits 
of  the  fry. 

The  published  accounts  of  the  experiments  of 
Seth  Green  and  Fred  Mather  with  the  Michigan 
grayling  in  1874  were  both  meagre  and  unsatis- 
factory, and  availed  nothing;  nor  was  I  able, 
consequently,  to  obtain  any  additional  or  definite 
information  on  the  subject  from  Mr,  Mather,  who 


Highbridge,  on  the  Itchen 


board  and  lodging  being  very  cheap.  There  is 
a  reading  room  in  the  village,  and  a  billiard  table 
for  those  who  are  fond  of  this  pastime ;  it  is  close 
to  the  St.  Ives  waters.  Every  information  as  to 
the  fishing  in  these  would,  I  am  sure,  be  gladly 
given  by  the  hardworking  secretary  of  the  St. 
Ives  Association,  Mr.  E.  OoUinson.  These  waters 
abound  in  large  roach  ;  only  last  week  one  of  2|lb. 
was  caught,  whilst  the  week  before  I  saw  a 
splendid  take,  quite  a  dozen  of  which  would  go 
nearly  or  quite  IJlb.  each.  The  Fourgate  Pit 
and  the  backwater  running  from  it  contain  any 
amount  of  similar  fish,  and  in  September  and 
October  they  are  in  grand  condition,  and  give 
excellent  sport.  As  the  season  advances,  bread- 
crust  is  hard  to  beat  as  a  lure  for  roach. 

Finally,  it  would  be  well,  perhaps,  to  impress 
upon  any  reader  of  this  article  who  contemplates 
visiting  Houghton,  to  first  write  to  one  of  the 
persons  mentioned  herein  to  secure  his  lodgings, 
and  thus  prevent  waste  of  time  when  he  reaches 
the  village ;  and  then  when  he  has  spent,  say,  a 
fortnight  at  the  place,  he  will,  I  am  sure,  even  if 
none  of  the  big  fish  come  his  way,  be  well  satis- 
fied at  having  found  such  a  delightfully  quiet 
spot,  and  return  to  business  refreshed  in  body  and 
mind,  and  will  look  forward  to  the  time  when  he 
can  again  pack  up  his  traps  and  turn  his  face 
towards  Houghton  once  more.  C.  A.  B. 


seemed  to  have  forgotten  all  the  details  con- 
nected with  his  experiment. 

Both  Green  and  Mather  pursued  the  same 
method  in  hatching  and  feeding  the  grayling  as 
with  brook  trcJbt,  which  leads  me  to  doubt  that 
either  of  them  succeeded  in  rearing  the  fry. 

In  the  first  place,  grayling  fry  cannot  be  reared 
in  the  hatchery  in  cold  spring  water,  owing  to 
its  low  temperature  and  the  entire  absence  of 
natural  food,  for  neither  air  nor  food  exists  in 
spring  water  as  it  issues  from  the  ground. 

Neither  can  the  fry  be  induced  to  take  the 
artificial  food  generally  used  for  trout  fry  to  any 
gi-eat  extent  in  the  hatching  troughs. 

In  my  first  experiments  I  was  much  chagrined 
and  discouraged  at  seeing  the  diminutive 
organisms  cmi  up  and  drop  dead  to  the  bottom 
of  the  trough,  notwithstanding  a  great  variety  of 
substances  had  been  offered  to  induce  them  to 
feed. 

At  this  time  I  was  impressed  with  the  apparent 
resemblance  of  the  grayling  fry  to  the  lake  white- 
fish  fry  both  in  size  and  appearance,  which  led 
me  to  think  that  they  also  required  similar  food. 
Upon  examining  the  fry  under  the  microscope  I 
discovered  that  my  surmise  was  correct,  inasmuch 
as  the  grayling  fry  had  two  fang-like  retrorse 
teeth  in  the  upper  jaw  similar  to  those  in  the  lake 
whitefish  fry.    This  fact  at  once  solved  the 


problem.  It  was  imperative  that  they  be 
supplied  with  such  natural  food  as  is  found  only 
in  the  water  of  streams  and  lakes. 

Acting  upon  this  hint  I  turned  all  the  remain- 
ing fry  into  a  sheltered,  shallow  bight  of  the 
creek  that  flows  through  the  hatchery  ground. 
There  they  did  well  for  several  weeks,  when  they 
sought  other  portions  of  the  stream. 

In  the  following  autumn  I  constructed  a  large 
pond,  and  supplied  it  with  creek  water  by  a 
ditch  1.500ft.  in  length.  From  this  pond  I 
supplied  the  nursery  ponds  with  creek  water. 
By  holding  a  glassful  of  this  water  to  the  light 
hundreds  of  small  crustaceans  (Entomostraca) 
could  be  observed,  appearing  to  the  naked  eye 
like  specks  of  dust,  and  this  was  just  what  the 
grayling  fry  needed,  as  my  subsequent  experi- 
ence proved. 

Another  desideratum  to  be  considered  for 
grayling  is  the  warmer  temperature  of  creek 
water  as  compared  with  spring  water.  They 
also  need  sunshine.  While  trout  fry  usually 
seek  the  shady  side  of  the  ponds,  the  grayling 
fry  prefer  the  sunny  side. 

My  method  is  now  to  transfer  the  fry  as  soon 
as  they  begin  to  swim  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  in  the  hatching  troughs,  and  before  their 
yolk  sacs  are  entirely  absorbed,  to  the  nursery 
ponds.  They  take  kindly  to  the  change,  and  at 
once  begin  foraging  for  their  natural  food  of 
crustaceans,  insect  larvae,  &c.  They  are  extremely 
active  for  such  small  organisms,  and  pursue  their 
minute  prey  unceasingly.  Soon  thereafter  they 
can  be  taught  to  take  liver  emulsion,  and  stiD 
later  they  begin  to  eat  each  other,  for  they  are  as 
much  addicted  to  cannibalism  as  the  pike-perch 
fry.  The  only  remedy  for  this  proclivity  is  to 
provide  twice  as  many  fry  as  it  is  desired  to  rear, 
and,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  separate  the  larger 
from  the  smaller  ones. 

In  stocking  streams  with  grayling  fry  it  is  my 
opinion  that  they  should  be  planted  within  a  few 
weeks  after  they  are  transferred  to  the  rearing 
ponds,  or  even  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  swim 
freely,  as  is  done  with  lake  whitefish  fry,  provided 
that  suitable  places  be  selected  in  the  stream. 
Shallow,  weedy  situations  in  the  eddies  or  back 
water  of  the  smallest  tributaries  should  be 
chosen.  There  they  would  find  their  requisite 
food,  and  be  safe  from  the  depredations  of  larger 
fishes. 

At  our  grayling  auxiliary  station  some  two 
million  fry  are  planted  each  season  in  the  adjacent 
creeks  as  soon  as  they  begin  to  swim,  and  the 
result  is  veiy  apparent  the  following  autumn, 
when  the  waters  fairly  swarm  with  grayling  fry 
several  inches  long.  The  grayling  is  quite  shy, 
and  a  wilder  fish  than  the  trouts,  and  cannot  be 
so  easily  tamed — another  reason  in  favour  of  their 
being  planted  early  in  life. 

A  very  important  matter  to  be  considered  when 
the  fry  are  placed  in  the  rearing  pond  is  to  see 
that  there  is  no  leakage  in  the  drain  boxes,  and 
that  the  screens  are  caulked  in  their  grooves,  and 
the  screens  themselves  reinforced  by  per- 
forated tin  of  the  smallest  calibre,  otherwise 
many  fry  will  escape.  I  have  lost  thousands  from 
leaky  outlet  boxes  when,  apparently,  they  were 
perfectly  tight.  But,  as  grayling  fry  will  worm 
themselves,  at  first,  through  a  pinhole,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  utmost  precaution  must  be  observed 
to  prevent  their  escape. 

Previous  to  the  present  summer  I  have  had 
considerable  trouble  in  shipping  grayling  eggs 
safely.  The  period  of  incubation  being  short,  and 
the  shipment  occurring  during  hot  weather,  it 
seemed  impossible,  with  ordinary  means,  to  trans- 
port the  eggs  to  a  distance  without  a  loss  of  from 
25  to  90  per  cent.,  owing  to  the  high  temperature 
to  which  they  were  subjected  en  route. 

Heretofore  we  have  used  the  ordinaiy  egg 
shipping  case,  which,  while  answering  well  for 
trout  eggs,  has  proved  a  failui-e,  even  when 
well  supplied  with  ice,  for  grayling  eggs.  Last 
winter  I  devised  and  built  a  refrigerator  case  that 
has  proved  to  be  just  the  thing  needed.  A  brief 
description  of  this  case  may  not  be  amiss :  The 
outside  box  is  30in.  square,  and  from  12in.  to  18in. 
deep,  according  to  the  number  of  eggs  to  be 
carried.  An  inner  wall  of  light  stuff,  say  im.  thick, 
of  the  same  depth  as  the  outer  box,  and  27in. 
square  without  top  or  bottom,  is  provided.  The 
space  between  the  outer  and  inner  walls  is  packed 
tightly  with  dry  sphagnum  moss  or  dry  sawdust. 
The  stack  of  egg  trays  is  placed  in  the  centre  of 


226 

the  box,  leaving  a  space  about  Sin.  between  it  and 
the  inner  wall,  which  is  filled  with  broken  ice.  On 
the  top  of  the  trays  is  a  hopper  with  perpendicular 
sides,  4m.  or  Sin.  deep.    The  vertical  sides  of  the 
hopper  allow  free  access  to  the  ice  chamber  around 
the  stack  of  trays.    The  trays  ai-e  12in.  square  on 
the  outside,  and  but  iin.  deep.    This  permits 
twice  as  many  trays  in  a  stack  as  with  the 
ordinary  trout  trays.    The  eggs  are  placed  in  a 
single  layer  on  each  tray,  and  covered  with  a  piece 
of  mosquito  netting  in  the  usual  way,  but  no  moss 
is  placed  over  it,  as  grayling  eggs  will  not  admit 
oi  as  much  pressure  as  trout  eggs;  the  outer 
membrane  of  the  eggs  is  quite  thin,  and  easily 
ruptured.    By  this  method  of  packing  the  trays 
are  received  at  Bozeman  Station  in  as  perfect 
condition  as  they  leave  the  auxiliary  station,  after 
•^ipg  subjected  to  a  wagon  haul  of  forty-five  miles, 
and  250  miles  by  rail,  and  at  a  temperature  not 
exceeding  40  degrees  Fahi-enheit.    This  has  been 
also  the  condition  in  which  they  arrived  at 
distant  points,  according  to  reports  received; 
even,  as  in  some  eases,  when  they  were  en  route 
a  week. 

As  a  matter  of  experiment  several  trays  of  eggs 
were  shipped  but  six  hours  after  fertilisation  to 
Bozeman  Station,  with  the  result  that  fully  25 
per  cent,  of  the  eggs  hatched.  Heretofore  similar 
experiments  with  green  eggs  resulted  in  the  loss 
of  all  the  eggs  before  their  arrival.  By  main- 
teining  a  temperature  of  not  to  exceed  40  degrees 
Fahrenheit  the  development  of  the  embryo  is 
retarded,  and  the  eggs  can  be  safely  shipped 
to  any  distance  so  long  as  this  condition  is 
observed.  It  is  my  opinion  that  grayling  eggs 
can  be  safely  shipped  within  one  or  two  days  after 
tertilisation,  but  this  has  yet  to  be  determined  by 
experiment.  Should  this  prove  to  be  ti-ue  it  will 
be  an  important  factor  where  the  eggs  are  to  be 
shipped  a  long  distance,  requiring  several  weeks 
tor  the  journej  — Forest  and  Stream. 
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MR.  TOOVEY'S  SURPRISE. 

April  had  come,  and  under  the  regulations  of 
the  Conservancy  controlling  our  local  river,  which 
was  of  considerable  importance,  so  far  as  traffic 
was  concerned,  trout  fishing  should  have  been  in 
full  swing  from  the  first  of  the  month.  Mr. 
Daniel,  or,  as  he  was  more  familiarly  known, 
Dan  11  Toovey,  the  corporation  bailiff,  was  of  an 
entirely  opposite  opinion.  The  legitimate  season, 
whether  it  was  for  trout  or  for  coarse  fish,  so  he 
asserted— and  the  language  in  which  he  did  it  was 
not  of  the  most  recherche  character— did  not  com- 
mence until  June  16,  as  laid  down  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Mundella  Act,  and  in  the  event  of 
his  catching,  in  flagrante  delicto,  anyone  who 
dittered  with  him,  it  was  his  firm  intention  to  put 
into  force,  for  their  special  discomfiture,  several 
antiquated  and  obsolete  fishery  bye-laws,  which 
had  been  passed  by  the  Oxminster  Town  Council 
long  before  the  Board  of  Conservators  came  into 
existence. 

At  the  time  of  which  I  write  it  was  a  very 
doubtful  point  whether,  in  virtue  of  the  ancient 
charter  which  gave  some  ten  miles  of  the  river 
to  the  free  people  of  Oxminster,  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Town  Council  was  ousted  by  the  Conser- 
vators; but  as  the  testing  of  it  would  have 
involved  an  appeal  to  the  High  Court  and  a 
multiplicity  of  legal  expenses,  the  would-be  trout 
fashermen  were  perforce  compelled  to  accept  the 
ruling  of  Mr.  Daniel  Toovey,  and  wait  with  what 
patience  they  could  command  the  opening  of  the 
legitimate  season  for  coarse  fish.  In  this  view  of 
the  case  Toovey  was  supported  and  encouraged 
by  several  old  women  of  the  male  sex  belonging 
to  the  borough  bench,  who  naturally  resented  any 
attempt  to  deprive  the  Town  Council  of  the 
control  of  the  free  fisheries,  which  had  been 
enjoyed  by  that  body  in  the  interests  of  the 
citizens  right  down  from  the  Norman  Conqueror. 

If  you  ask  my  unbiassed  opinion,  and  as  one 
of  the  chroniclers  of  the  modern  history  of 
Oxminster,  I  wish  to  exercise  the  strictest  im- 
partiality in  the  matter.  I  think  there  is  good 
reason  for  assuming  that  Mr.  Toovey's  endeavour 
to  carry  out  hi'^  duties  as  corporation  bailiff  was 
more  intimately  connected  with  skittles  than  it 
was  with  fishing.  If  trouting  was  allowed  in 
April,  it  meant  that  Dan'll  would  be  compelled, 
for  the  best  part  of  three  months,  to  desert 
his  favourite  alley  at  the  Frog  and  Blacking 


Bottle,  and  betake  himself  at  times  when  he  might 
be  more  profitably  engaged  at  crib,  all  fours,  and 
skittle  playing,  to  the  waterside  in  order  that  he 
might  make  some  small  show,  at  least,  of  honestly 
earning  the  pound  a  week  with  which  he  was 
remunerated  for  the  past  political  services  which 
had  given  him  his  corporation  appointment. 

As  the  years  went  on  Toovey  bad  become  a 
fashery  law  unto  himself,  and  ruled  the  roost  with 
a  pretty  high  hand.    Frequently,  but  not  always, 
when  the  cray-fishing  season— from  which  he 
made  a  considerable  addition  to  his  income— was 
over,  he  would  patrol  the  town  waters  as  often  as 
once  a  fortnight,  the  remainder  of  his  leisure 
being  spent  at  the  Frog  and  Blacking  Bottle 
in  playing  cards  and  skittles,  or  in  drinking 
in  the  most  affable  manner  with  anyone  who 
would  treat  him  to  liquid  refreshment.  Thus 
matters  stood  in  the  year  in  which  my  story 
opens.    Being  in  my  own  estimation,  at  least, 
quite  as  capable  as  Mr.  Toovey  of  construing  a 
set  of  bye-laws,  I  had  also  formed  an  opinion, 
and    had    determined    that,    Toovey    or  no 
Toovey,  the  opening  day  of  the  trouting  season 
would  find  me  at  Fiddler's  Weir,  where  it  was 
currently  reported  that  two  or  three  good  fish  had 
taken  up   their  residence  since  the  previous 
winter.    When  he  heard  of  my  intention,  which 
was  conveyed  to  him  by  a  mutual  friend,  Mr. 
Toovey  smiled  a  grim  smile,  and  remarked  that 
those  who  lived  longest  would  see  most.  But 
although  I  went  down  every  evening  to  the  weir 
and  fished  there  until  dark  for  the  whole  of  a 
fortnight,  I  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  his 
company.    From  what  I  could  hear  of  it,  how- 
ever, Mr.  Toovey  was  wearing  a  worried  look. 
There  was  a  tacit  understanding  that  when  he 
could  make  up  his  mind  to  act  I  was  to  stand  as 
the  principle  scapegoat,  but  for  some  reason  or 
other,  considering  the  confident  air  he  had 
formerly  assumed  whenever  anything  which  ap- 
peared to  be  a  breach  of  the  fishery  regulations 
came  on  the  tapis  for  discussion,  he  was  singularly 
slow  to  act. 

At  length  the  eventful  evening  arrived  which 
was  to  vindicate  Mr.  Toovey's  authority  and 
bring  about  my  permanent  discomfiture.  Toovey 
had  been  the  recipient  of  such  an  unmerciful 
amount  of  chaffing  that  he  had  in  self  defence  to 
bring  matters  to  a  climax  or  own  that  be  was 
beaten.  From  what  I  could  gather,  he  had  begun 
to  doubt  whether  he  was  quite  such  a  puissant 
authority  on  fishery  law  as  he  imagined  he  was, 
but  to  his  credit  be  it  said  he  possessed  a  large 
share  of  British  pertinacity,  and  on  the  night  to 
which  I  refer  he  had  girded  up  his  loins  and  had 
sallied  out  not  eager  for,  but  certainly  ready  to 
commence  the  fray. 

At  the  moment  of  his  arrival  I  was  busy 
catching  bleak  for  bait.  "  So  I've  got  you  at  last, 
have  I,  Master  Brown,"  he  said.  "  You've  been 
setting  the  law  at  defiance,  and  now  I'll  make  you 
suffer  for  it.  Here's  my  warrant ;  I  demand  your 
rod." 

"  Right,  Toovey,"  I  replied  in  my  most  amiable 
tone  of  voice,  "  there  you  are,  but  take  care  of  it, 
as  I  may  have  to  put  on  a  small  extra  amount  for 
damages,  and  I  don't  want  to  sweat  that  salary  of 
yours  too  heavily." 

"  We'U  chance  that,"  said  Toovey.  "  Now  I 
want  to  examine  your  bag."  • 

"  Very  well !  "  I  remarked.  "  As  a  law-abiding 
citizen  I  obey  your  behests.  Search  on,  my  noble 
bailiff,^  and  may  you  find  all  you  want,  and  a  little 
more."  At  the  same  time  I  caught  hold  of  both 
ends  of  the  haversack,  and  held  it  out  towards 
him. 

"  You  open  it,"  said  Toovey.  "  How  can  I  see 
inside  it  if  you  keep  it  closed  P  " 

"  That's  no  affair  of  mine,"  I  answered.  "  I  am 
not  bound  to  open  it.  You  have  every  facility  for 
searching,  and  if  you  must  examine  it,  put  your 
hand  in.  There  will  be  no  opposition,  but  I 
solemnly  warn  you  that  you  must  take  the  after 
consequences,  which  will  be  disagreeable."  You 
see,  I  knew  more  about  the  interior  of  the  bag 
than  Toovey  did,  and  I  only  warned  him  out  of 
kindness. 

Toovey  was  thoroughly  aroused.  "  I  have  told 
you  once,"  he  said,  "  that  I'll  chance  all  on  'em," 
and  as  he  spoke  he  slid  his  hand  under  the  flap, 
and  proceeded  to  search  the  haversack.  Suddenly 
there  was  a  loud  click  from  the  interior,  followed 
by  a  piercing  yell,  and  a  volley  of  bad  language 
from  Toovey.    "  Let  me  go,  you  young  hound," 


he  howled,  pulling  all  t\e  while  violently  at  the 

haversack. 

"Daniel  Toovey,"  I  repUed,  "I  am  not 
detaining  you.  I  am  only  anxious  to  see  you 
remove  your  hand.  For  your  own  sake,  however, 
I  should  not  advise  you  to  attempt  to  remove  it, 
or  you  may  possibly  lose  some  of  your  fingers  ; 
and,  Daniel,  duckey,  don't  try  to  cut  the  straps, 
because  I  sewed  a  steel  chain  under  them  this 
morning  with  copper  wire,  and  it  may  blunt  your 
knife,  which  would  be  a  pity.  Of  course,  you  can 
stay  here  if  you  like,  but  I  am  going  to  take  a 
little  walk ;"  and  I  moved  off. 

Toovey  seemed  so  much  attached  to  the  haver- 
sack that  he  could  not  leave  it.  Attended  by  an 
admiring  crowd,  I  strolled  away,  followed  in  close 
attendance  by  Mr.  Toovey,  whose  remarks  on 
things  in  general,  and  my  fishing  haversack  in 
particular,  were  evidently  given  not  so  much  for 
publication  as  a  matter  of  good  faith.  It  was 
surprising  how  closely  Toovey  stuck  to  me  through 
the  principal  streets  of  Oxminster  until  we  reached 
the  police-station. 

"  Hullo !  "  said  the  chief,  who  was  on  duty, 
"  what's  up  p  " 

^  "  Nothing  that  I  know  of,  Mr.  Foot,"  I  replied. 
"  I  have  merely  looked  in  to  see  if  any  of  you 
fellows  can  open  the  rat-trap  in  my  haversack, 
which  Mr.  Toovey  has  unfortunately  put  his  hand 
mto." 

Toovey  said  a  few  more  unpublishable  things, 
while  the  chief  burst  out  laughing,  and,  after  some 
trouble,  managed  to  press  down  the  spring  and 
release  him. 

For  a  whole  fortnight  I  anxiously  awaited  a 
summons ;  but  Toovey,  having  taken  legal  advice, 
considered  discretion  the  better  part  of  valour. 
After  that  he  was  content  to  leave  the  local  trout 
fishers  in  peace,  and,  although  we  used  to  implore 
him  to  search  our  bags,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned 
we  might  have  brought  home  a  cargo  of  undersized 
fish  My  big  rat-trap  had  cured  any  remaining 
enthusiasm  he  had  for  duty.         A  Veteran. 


SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER  FISH. 


Thirty-ninth   Annual   Report   ov  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  (England 
AND  Wales),  1899. 
The  report  for  the  year  1899  has  been  now 
published  some  weeks,  and  these  weeks  might 
have  been  profitably  spent  in  reading  this  report 
carefully  from  cover  to  cover. 

"  The  returns  of  the  quantity  of  salmon  sold  at 
Billingsgate  Market  show  that  the  falling  off  in 
the  take  of  salmon  last  year  was  not  confined  to 
Enghsh  rivers,  but  was  general  throughout  the 
United  Kingdom." 

A  commentary  upon  the  salmon  question  by 
the  inspectors  of  fisheries,  of  which  the  value  at 
the  present  time  cannot  be  over-estimated,  and 
further  interesting  memorandum  by  Mr.  W.  E. 
Archer,  the  chief  inspector,  on  the  Norwegian 
regulations,  is  well  worthy  of  close  study,  special 
attention  being  drawn  to  the  increase  in  the  value 
of  rod  fishings  in  the  Scandinavian  peninsula.  . 

Further,  in  his  report  he  points  out  the  benefit  1 
derived  by  the  increase  of  the  period  of  the  * 
weekly  slap,  and  the  removal  of  many  nets  from 
the  rivers. 

In  the  words  of  the  report .-  "  It  is  worthy  of  ^ 
remark  that  Mr.  Landmark  specially  points  out  j 
that  the  rivers  which  show  the  greatest  improve-  i 
ment  are  those  which  have  for  a  number  of  years  I 
been  let  to  sportsmen  for  the  purpose  of  rod  f 
fishing.';    Again,   later:    "Briefly  stated,  the  * 
object  aimed  at  was  to  provide  for  the  protection 
of  a  portion  of  every  run  of  fish.    .    .    .  With 
this  object  net  fishing  was  practically  prohibited 
m  the  narrow  and  confined  waters  of  the  river 
and  fjord  where  the  fish  congregated,  while  on 
those  parts  of  the  sea  coast  where  it  was  believed 
the  fish  were  constantly  moving  onwards  it  was 
thought  that  sufficient  provision  had  already  been 
made  by  means  of  a  weekly  close  season  to  enable 
a  portion  of  every  run  of  fish  to  reach  the  pro- 
tected water." 

Result  "(2)  the  yield  of  sea  fishings  was  57 
per  cent,  greater  in  the  second  period  and  90  per 
cent,  greater  in  the  third  period  than  the  first; 
and  (3)  the  yield  of  the  river  fishings  was  18  per 
cent,  greater  in  the  second  and  11  per  cent, 
greater  in  the  third  than  in  the  first  period." 
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p.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT  STREET, 

PERTH. 

M:-A.JL.3L.0C3E3['S 
Superior  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Greenheart  RODS. 

DnEurpaBsed  for  superionty  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  casting  power. 


Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 
FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 
of  the  World. 


MAI  I  f^PU'C    Patent  FLY   OAtsE  tor  balmon, 

ITInLLUUn  O    Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies  |V|ALLOCH'S 


Tho  only  perfect  Casting  Reel  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse 
/Ighing,  Unsurpassed  for  long  distance  casting.  Simple  and  easy  to  learn. 


of  all  sizes.   Handy  and  compact.   Each  fly  secured 
by  neat  and  effective  arrangement.   Large  assortment 
of  sizes  to  choose  from. 


Gold    Medal    SALMON  and 
TKOUT  BEELS,  unsurpassed 
for  durability  and  flnish,  easy  and  comfortable  to 
work. 

Gold  Medal  SALMON 
GRILSE,  and  SEA  TfiOUT 
FLIES. 


MALLOCH'S 


WIALLOCH'S 


MALLOCH'S 


Gold  Medal  EIVEB  and 
LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  or  on 
Gut. 


Gold  Medal  FLOATING 
TROUT  FLUES  with  Up- 
right Wings. 


ii^x..-crs'i'jriATaE5a=>  i^ists 

AWAIfDTCD      TEN      OOTilD      AJSTD      OTHER.      MEDALS      JB  OR 


Most  ExtenglTS  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Patterns, 
many  of  them  exclusively  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Elvers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 

Telefirranns:  "MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

EyCKLLElSrCE      IN"      EISHINGS-  TACKLE. 


LOXrOHS  COITN  AITD  CULIIN. 

FREE  SALMON,  OHAB,  TBOUT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING  — Subscriber  begs  4o  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tonrlsta  that  bis  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  (or  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
Is  situated  In  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Oullin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modem  system.  Terms — 
board  imd  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £11  lOs. 
per  week.  Subscriber  begs  to  announce  that  he 
has  now  secured  the  Bight  of  3000  Acres  of  good 
Shooting  convenient  to  Hotel. — For  further  par- 
tlonlars  apply  to  the  Proprietor,  P,  Hbalt,  The 
Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Fosford,  oo.  May^, 
Ireland. 

P.S.— Subscriber  begs  to  inform  his  many 
friends  that  he  has  considerably  enlarged  his 
premises. 


LION  HOTEL, 

Farnlngham,  Kent. 

"EXCELLENT  TEOUT  FISHING, 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  ;  re-stocked 
last  season;  seventeen  miles  from 
London;  on  river  Darenth;  FREE  to 
residential  visitors  ;  non-residents,  7s.  6d, 
per  day.  A  few  Season  Tickets,  at  five 
guineas  per  rod,  left  for  disposal. 

W.  E.  LOVEGROVE,  Proprietor. 


RIVER  THAMES. 

FERRY  HOTEL,  BOURNE  END. 

First-class  accommodation  for 
SFOBTSMEN',  AN'GI.EBS,  and  others. 

Close  to  station  and  river. 
Smoking,  Dining,  and  Dkawing  Kooms. 
Boarding  terms  on  application  to 

E.  J.  CLEAVE,  Propr-etor. 


DEAL. 

LIVERPOOL  ARMS  INN, 

XTRPER  r>EAI.. 

GOOD  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  ANGLERS, 
CYCLISTS,  &c. 

Every  comfort  and  attention  ;  easy  mile 
sea ;  good  cycling  road  ;  pleasant  country  ; 
sandwiches,  &c.,  provided  for  day's  outing; 
moderate  charges  for  week-end,  &c. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBRIDGE,   S.  DEVON. 

BOABDEBS,  Including  bed  and  attendance 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  WEEK-DAY  FISHING 
for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Bndd,  including  boats  and 
bait,  Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  dally. 

W.  VICKEEY.  Proprietor. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 

THE  BELL,  ST.  JAMES  DEEPING. 

'J^HIS  snug  Hostelrie  is  on  the  bank  of 
the  Welland,  the  best  stocked  and 
lea.st  fished  river  in  England  ;  an  ideal 
Bpot  for  Angler,  Artist,  Antiquarian,  and 
Fly  Fisher.    Terms  moderate. 

 HABBY  HILDYABD. 

^yt^HITE  HAET  HOTEL,  MildenhaU, 
Suffolk.  — Anglers  who  visit  the 
Lark  at  MildenhaU  will  find  every  com- 
fort at  the  above  Hotel  :  prices  reason- 
able ;  shooting  men  ditto.  Good  fishing 
and  golf  links.  Every  viand  of  the  very 
best  quality.  Billiard  room  ;  bathrooms ; 
good  stabling  and  loose  boxes.  j 
Proprietor,  George  Jeffert. 


FISHING  IN  THE  AVON. 

TpOUE  Miles  excellent  COAESE  FISH- 
ING,  and  some  Trout,  free  to 
visitors.  Good  accommodation  ;  pleasant 
country,  near  New  Forest,  with  charming 
drives  ;  one  mile  from  station. 

Apply  W.  HoLMAN,  Bull  Hotel,  Down- 
ton,  Wilts. 


Cheapest  and  Best  Fishing  in  Great  Britain 
Bassenthwaite  Lake,  Cumberland. 

SWAN  HOTEL, 

T  H  O  R.  N  T  H  W  ^  I  T  . 

(Four  Miles  from  Keswick.) 

The  above  Lake  abounds  with  Salmon.  Trout,  Pike, 
Perch,  Eels,  &c.  Daily  permits.  Is. ;  weekly,  2s.  6d.  ; 
monthly,  5s. ;  season,  10s.  These  permits  include 
fishing  in  all  the  streams  in  the  neighbourhood,  also 
Derwentwater  Lake,  three  miles  distant.  The  Hotel 
has  been  rebuilt  and  entirely  refurni  hed,  and  is  six 
minutes'  walk  from  the  Lake.  Nearest  station,  Braith- 
waite.   Traps  meet  trains  by  appointment. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL. 

SLAPTON,  S.  DEVON. 

THE  above  Hotel  Is  under  New  Management, 
Good  accommodation  for  visitors  at  moderate 
charges.  Fishing  on  the  famous  Ley  obtainable 
f'^r  visitors  staying  at  the  above  only.  Facing  the  ^ 
and  the  Ley,  the  latter  containing  300  acres,  well 
sfocked  with  pike,  perch,  rudd,  and  eels  of  great  size. 
Efficient  boatmen  and  boats  ;  all  bait  found.  Also  good 
sea  Tsning.  Fishing  from  the  banks  of  the  Ley  during 
winter.  Conveyances  to  meet  trains  at  Dartmouth, 
seven  miles. 


GOOD  THAMES  FISHING. 

QNE  MILE  Private  Water  free  to 
Visitors  ;  noted  for  pike,  barbel, 
chub,  and  roach.  Tackle,  bait,  punt.s, 
and  fishermen  provided  if  required. 
Rabbit  shooting.  Boarding  terms,  6s. 
per  day,  inclusive. — Monkey  Island  Hotel, 
Bray,  Berks. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

'T'O  FISHEEMEN  who  want  a  good  day's 
sport  of  Pike,  Roach,  and  Bream, 
should  try  the  above  water.  Fresh  stocked. 
350  acres  strictly  preserved.  Good  accom- 
modation. Punt,  boats.  Frequent  trains 
from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANaLER'S  DIAEY  for  1900. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
Bnbjects: — Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia,  &c.  the 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Bod  Licences  in  the 
Dnited  KIN9D0M;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  flsh,  &c.  Ac, 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  and  CO.,  Ltd.. 
St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter-lans,  E.G. 


SEA  TROUT  &  SALMON  FISHERS 

WANTED  TO  TRY  UY 

6REENHEART  RODS. 

Perfect  balance,  with  Cork  handles,  best  solid 
winch  fittings,  German  silver  snake  rings, 
double  brazed,  and  revolving  top  ring,  in  three 
nieces,  and  in  partitioned  bag.  14ft.,  35/-; 
15ft,  40/-;  16ft.,  45/-;  17ft.,  50/-;  17ft.  6in., 
55/-;  18ft  .  60/-.  Bjih  for  ease  and  length  of 
cast  the.9e  Eods  cannot  be  equalled.    If  not  to 

purchasers'  expectalions  money  returned. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  of  Derwent 
and  Lake  Dislrict. 

See  Addbbis: 

THOIYIAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  TacUe  Maimer, 

CROWN   STREET,  COCKEEMOUTH. 


t'he  Ligntest  Rods  in  use.    Weight,  8oz.  to  lOoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d  ,  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    flttings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for?  years,  straight  and  strong 
la  ever.    Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  Fishino  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  3- joint 
balance  aandle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rlnga, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag.  about  13oz. 
Price,  10ft.,  48.  9d. ;  lO^ft.,  5s.  4d. ;  lift.,  5s.  lOd, ; 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut,  first  quality,  20in.,  3a.  6d. 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  15in.,  first 
quality,  3s.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


Fishing 


O  O  <3  T  E 

Rod  Maker  and  Gut 


9 

Merchant. 


GISHTJESTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London, 
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Oh  that  our  fishery  bodies  had  power  to  limit 
net  fishing  in  our  estuaries  !  An  agitation  in  this 
direction  would  indeed  serve  a  useful  purpose, 
and  might  be  suggested  to  those  gentlemen  who 
have  time  and  money  to  spend  on  such  chimerical 
schemes  as  the  introduction  of  salmon  into  a 
coarse  fish  river  such  as  the  Thames. 

While  on  this  subject,  the  particulars  regarding 
the  Severn  in  the  report  are  well  worth  perusing. 
The  report  as  regards  the  trouting  season  is  still 
"  bad."  About  one  half  the  total  revenue  is  derived 
from  trout  licences,  and  more  than  one  half 
of  the  licence  holders  are  coarse  fishermen  pure 
and  simple.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
somewhat  surprising  to  find  in  the  list  of  pro- 
secutions that  the  usual  fines  for  infractions  of 
the  Mundella  Act  were  seven  in  number,  and  the 
maximum  amount  was  12s.  6d.,  including  costs, 
and  the  minimum  6d.  (p.  60).  But  on  turning  to 
page  96  of  the  report,  the  explanation  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that,  in  the  list  of  fishery 
districts  exempted  from  the  close  time  for 
"freshwater  fish,"  we  find  the  Severn.  "The 
whole,  except  the  Severn  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Vyrnwy,  in  the  counties  of  Salop,  Stafford. 
Worcester,  and  Gloucester." 

Coarse  fishermen  and  licence  holders  on  the 
Severn,  please  make  a  note. 

Another  interesting  report  is  on  an  inquiry  into 
some  proposed  bye-laws  made  by  the  conservators 
of  the  river  Dovey. 

The  first  bye- law  dealt  with  the  mesh  of 
salmon  nets  above  Glandovey  Railway  Bridge, 
and  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  it  came  out  that 
the  only  net  afEected  by  the  bye-law  was  one  used 
by  the  Dovey  Fishery  Association.  The  fish 
captured  must  be  sold  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Machynlleth  and  neighbourhood  at  a  price  not 
exceeding  Is.  a  pound.  The  inspector  states  :  "  I 
understand  that  the  income  derived  from  the  sale 
of  such  fish,  from  members'  subscriptions,  and 
from  the  sale  of  angling  tickets,  is  applied  to  the 
protection  and  improvement  of  the  fisheries." 

Prodigious  !  Comment  is  needless,  save  and 
except  that  the  fact  should  be  noted  that  the 
secretary  of  the  association  formally  opposed  the 
bye-law.  It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  the  inspector 
goes  on  to  report:  "But  although  the  bje-law 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  go  far  enough,  it  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction,  and  I  beg,  therefore,  to 
recommend  that  it  be  confirmed." 

Taking  the  whole  report  together,  the  im- 
pression produced  by  its  perusal  is  that,  though 
the  present  condition  of  our  fisheries  is  parlous, 
etiU,  the  eyes  of  our  officials  are  gradually  open- 
ing, and  perchance  something  may  be  done  before 
it  is  too  late.  Charles  S.  Patterson. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


SOME  NOTES  ON  EITTLEWORTH. 

Anglers  purchasing  the  Saturday  to  Sunday 
night  privilege  tickets  (3s.  6d.)  to  Amberley  and 
Pulborough  from  Mrs.  Eldridge,  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  21,  Goswell-road,  must  change  at  the 
latter  station  for  Fittleworth,  i.e.,  if  one  keeps  to 
the  instructions  printed  on  the  ticket,  which  says 
in  effect  that  passengers  travelling  beyond  either 
of  these  stations  will  have  to  pay  the  full  fare 
from  the  starting  point,  therefore  it  is  better  to 
risk  nothing.    The  sixpenny  Amberley  and  Pul- 
borough annual  privilege  ticket,  which  exoires  on 
March  27,  1901,  must  always  be  shown  with  the 
3s.  6d.  ticket,  which  will"  be  exchanged  for  a 
special  return  railway  ticket  (any  train),  and  if 
anglers  prefer  staying  until  Sunday  morning  at 
Pulborough  there  is  a  train  to  Fittleworth  (the 
only  one)  at   9  27,  returning  at  5.27,  without 
changing  at  Pulborough,  but  for  certain  changing 
at  Three  Bridges.    There  are  plenty  of  trains 
from  both  London  Bridge  and  Victoria,  but 
do  not  patronise  the  9  25  from  East  Croydon, 
unless  one  wants  to  change  three  times,  viz.,  at 
Three  Bridges,  Horsham,  and  Pulborough,  wait- 
ing over  an  hour  at  the  former  station.    The  con- 
sequence was  I  arrived  so  late  at  Pulborough  that 
I  got  careless,  and  did  not  start  for  Fittleworth 
until  the  1.40  train  (the  next  is  3  44),  so  I  took  a 
stroll,  and  met  a  gentleman  on  the  bridge  cross- 
ing the  Arun,  who  told  me  that  he  had  been  down 
a  week  and  caught  three  fish,  one  little  jack,  ditto 
perch,  and  an  eel— all  with  worms.    Seeing  he 
■was  quite  serious,  I  said:   "Did  you  ground- 
bait  ?  "    •'  Oh  dear  no !  "    Fancy  that.    A  jolly, 
rollicking,  indifferent,  chuck-and-chance-it  sort 


of  angler  I  should  think,  and  not  much 
given  to  the  art  of  praeMsing  unobserved  one's 
•luarry— a  very  necpssary  operation  in  such  clear 
and  bright  water,  for  one  could  see  every  stone 
on  the  bottom.  Be  not  deceived ;  it  is  possible 
for  experts,  men  who  have  fished  the  river  for 
years  (even  champions),  to  go  down  for  a  day  and 
return  without  catching  a  fish— but  a  week,  and 
only  three ! 

It  is  all  very  fine  for  old  anglers  to  write  and 
say  "Stay  at  the  Swan,  at  Fittleworth,  and  let 
me  know  all  about  it."  I  stayed  out  fishing  until 
the  moon  was  well  up  (it  was  a  glorious  night)  • 
never  thought  about  the  Swan,  and  when  I  came 
to  this  remarkable,  spacious,  old-fashioned, 
charming,  ivy  and  creeper-clad  inn,  standing  out 
in  such  strong  contrast  to  the  decaying  and 
dilapidated  buildings  adjoining,  it  was  quite  full 
and  I  was  respectfully  informed  that  the  demand 
for  beds  was  so  great  that  I  should  not  be 
able  to  get  one  in  Fittleworth  for  love  or 
money. 

Fortunately  I  met  an  angler  from  Brixton,  who 
was  staying  at  an  old-world,  odd,  and  out-of-the- 
way  village,  y-cleped  Little  Bognor,  and  through 
his  kindness  I  obtained  a  bed,  &c.,  at  a  cottage 
as  ancient  and  interesting  as  the  village,  being 
half  mill  and  half  cottage  (a  singular  building), 
with  a  huge  water-wheel  at  the  rear  fully  exposed 
to  view,  and  looking  exceedingly  neglected— a 
woeful  contrast  to  the  clean,  cosy,  and  cheerful 
sitting  room  inside— the  old  tiles  embossed  with 
moss,  with  a  pool  of  water  just  above  it,  which  had 
an  outlet  through  a  primitive  penstock,  over 
what  the  cottager  called  a  lasher,  the  water 
trickling  down  in  the  dark  depths  below.  This 
milky-looking    pool    actually    contained  small 
perch,  roach,  gudgeon,  eels  (all  of  which  he  and 
others  had  caught),  and  odd  trout.    These  trout 
could  not  possibly  have  entered  the  pool  from 
below  the  cottage,  but  might  have  worked  their 
way  down  from  some  private  water  above  it,  and 
probably  did.    The  tenant  caught  an  eel  on  a 
night  line,  weighing  about  a  pound,  below  the 
brick  outlet,  being  about  a  yard  in  width  and 
some  six  inches  in  depth— a  mere  runlet — and 
lost  another  which  broke  away.    The  last  place 
m  the  world  I  should  have  thought  of  trying  to 
catch  eels,  and,  having  no  direct  connection  with 
the  sea,  I  conclude  (as  per  usual)  that  they  breed 
and  thrive  in  this  strange  place.    Truly  we  have 
much  to  learn. 

The  Western  Bother —This  pictui-esque  stream 
flows  past  the  old  mill,  a  short  distance  before 
one  comes  to  the  Swan,  in  a  sinuous  course, 
through  a  peaceful  and  beautiful  valley,  to  the 
Arun,  forming  a  succession  of  gentle  eddies, 
running  deeps,  and  bay-like  pools  at  the  bends, 
where  it  occasionally  opens  out  into  a  miniature 
broad,  the  bank  studded  with  trees,  and  the 
waving  leaves  kissing  its  surface;  the  home  of 
handsome  roach,  ponderous  perch,  and  burly 
bream — if  one  can  catch  them.    I  can  vouch  for 
the  two  latter  fish.    Flowing  gently  on  past 
innumerable  bushes,  dotting  its  banks,  and  over- 
hanging trees,  marking  out  its  course  whilst 
hiding  it  from  view,  its  high  and  dry  banks 
crowned  here  and  there  with  a  perfect  forest  of 
aquatic  and  other  vegetation,  where  the  angler 
can  sometimes  hide  himself,  and  all  alone  pursue 
his  peaceful  and  fascinating  pastime.  Although 
the  stream  was  rather  low,  it  was  remarkably 
clear  and  bright,  and  if  the  angler  does  not  use 
the  finest  tackle  and  keep  well  out  of  sight, 
unless  he  is  remarkably  lucky,  all  his  efforts  will 
end  in  failure,  for,  owing  to  the  weeds  in  the 
shallows,  the  vegetation  fringing  its  banks,  the 
bushes  and  clumps  of  trees  at  many  a  charming 
bend,  it  must  necessarily  contain  a  tremendous 
amount  of  natural  food  on  which,  to  judge  from 
their  fine  and  fat  condition,  there  can  be  no 
question  that  the  fish  feed  to  repletion.   In  fact, 
in  one  of  these  tree-fringed  and  sheltered  broads, 
in  which  I  failed  to  get  a  touch,  try  all  I  knew,  it 
was  alive  with  good  dace,  and  probably  roach, 
taking  flies  on  the  surface. 

There  is  still  another  difficulty.  An  angler  look- 
ing at  some  of  these  tempting  swims  for  the  first 
time  might  be  led  to  believe  that  he  has  only  to  cast 
in  his  bait  and  have  capital  sport,  but  the  fact  is, 
some  of  the  swims  described  would  afford  harbour 
for  many  fish,  and  being  so  numerous  the  great 
difficulty  is  to  find  out  where  the  fish  are ;  and 
strangers  going  down  for  the  first  time,  knowing 
little  or  nothing  about  the  river,  must  to  a  very 
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great  extent  angle  by  guess-work.  In  warm 
weather  many  fish  no  doubt  get  under  the  shade 
of  bushes  and  trees  quite  out  of  reach,  and  in  the 
weeds.  Again,  an  angler  judiciously  baits  a 
likely-looking  spot  overnight,  commences  very 
early,  fishes  very  hard,  tries  various  styles,  but 
the  fish  may  be  in  a  pondy  pool  at  a  bend  two  or 
three  fields  above  or  below  him.  Once  again,  his 
Lea  roach-pole  may  not  be  long  enough  to  reach 
a  gentle  eddy  or  slow,  deep  run  near  the  opposite 
bank  (he  has  no  other  rod  with  which  he  can  get 
out  a  float  and  tackle— a  mistake,  I  think),  and  if 
^6  lig^t  legers  with  either  gentles  or  paste  he 
will  be  pestered  with  gudgeon  and  tiny  roach, 
often  nig,  nig,  nigging,  without  the  remotest 
chance  of  being  caught,  and  a  good  job  too.  Oh  ! 
but  the  beautiful  baits  they  pluck  and  butt  to 
pieces.  ^ 

S<?/Zes.— Your  wily  Lea  roacher  chooses  a  well- 
sheltered  swim  of  sufficient  depth  to  prevent 
the   fish    from    being    scared    by    either  his 
movements  or  formidable  rod,  and  will  hold 
his    float    perfectly    still,    with  its  nose  out 
using  a  small  pellet  of  bread  and  bran  on  his 
lowest  shot,  or  even  on  the  shank  of  his  hook, 
within  touch  of  a  small  bunch  of  gentles,  a  method 
that    accounts    for    many  roach,  and  eke  a 
ponderous  bream ;  but  in  deeper  water  he  will 
follow  his  float  swimming  gracefully  and  steadily 
down    with    the   top  of  his  rod,  and  hit  a 
fish  like   a   flash    if    it  gives    him  but  the 
ghost  of  a  chance ;  whilst  your  half-and-half 
sort    of    angler,    who    has    come    out  with 
the  express  purpose  to  loll,  laze,  and  smoke, 
prefers  to  leger  well  out  with  a  small  perforated 
bullet  resting  on  a  single  shot,  using  two  hooks, 
one  baited  with  gentles,  and  the  other  with  paste 
or  worms,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  take  his 
chance.    Next,  and  last,  comes  ordinary  float 
fishing  for  roach,  perch,  dace,  and  bream,  indulged 
in  by  anglers  good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  using 
rods,  reels,  lines,  and  tackle  of  every  description, 
and  catching  fish  (and  sometimes  very  good  fish) 
according  to  their  cunning  and  skill.    One  of 
them  (by  no  means  a  born  angler)  a  perch  weigh- 
ing nearly  lib.,  and  another  a  bream  weighing 
31b.,  near  the  old  mill.    A  light,  lissom  12oz. 
three-joint  rod,  using  a  No.  1  plait  line  and  quill- 
float  to  carry  four  No.  4  shots,  with  a  4ft.  fine 
gut  length,  the  lowest  shot  about  18in.  from  the 
hook,  will  do  very  well  in  many  swims  for  roach, 
bream,  dace,  and  perch  up  to  lib.  in  weight 
played  with  care.    A  landing-net  with  a  good 
long  handle  is  necessary,  as  the  banks  are  high 
and  steep. 

If  one  becomes,  as  "  the  chuck-and-chance-it " 
gentleman  at  Pulborough  said,  "  sick  of  fishing," 
go  for  a  stroll.    The  beautiful  scenery  in  this 
charming  locality  must  be  walked  into  to  be 
appreciated.    One  may  go  a  mile,  and  see  nothing 
particular ;  but  go  two,  and  be  delighted,  scenery 
peculiar  to  Sussex  that  one  cannot  see  from  a 
railway  carriage,  and  although  the  view  of  the 
Rother  valley  and  the  heights  in  the  distance 
from  Fittleworth  station  is  very  fine,  and  would 
have  gladdened  the  heart  of  Keats,  with  their 
slopes  dotted  with  houses,  homesteads,  and  here 
and  there  a  mansion  peering  through  a  spinney, 
with  the  cattle  peacefully  grazing  in  the  vale 
below,  the  angler  tired  of  fishing  should  not 
forget  that  Fittleworth  is  the  nearest  station  for 
the  Roman  Villa  at  Bignor,  and  that  there  is  such 
a  place  as  Petwortli  Park  and  mansion,  the  park 
being  always  open,  and  the  house  on  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays  from  eleven  to  one  and  two  to 
four,  when  parties  are  shown  round  without  any 
fee  being  expected,  and  that  he  might  do  worse 
than  pay  them  a  visit  (next  station).  Artists, 
anglers,  authors,  and  holiday  makers,  particularly 
those  possessing  artistic  temperaments,  flock  to 
this  charming  locality  for  quiet  and  peace,  and 
to  forget  the  troubles  and  worries  of  life,  and, 
fish  or  no  fish,  sooner  or  later  I  intend  to  revisit 
it.    Lastly,  if  the  Swan  is  full,  anglers  should  try 
to  get  accommodation  at  Pulborough;  but  the 
proprietress  of  the  Swan  (Mrs.  Jane  Hawkins) 
says,  in  a  letter  to  me  :  "  I  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  fishing  at  Fittleworth."  H. 


To  Ply  Drbssbbs,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  28.  net,  or  post  free  for  23.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fisning  Oazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had 
post  free,  by  sending  2s  2d.  to  Sunpson  Low,  Marston  and  Oo 
St.  DuDBtan'8  House,  Fetter-lane.  London.  ' 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


_  River  Reporters  who  want  forma  and  envelopet 
ihould  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishina 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

(30  min.  for  Ohelaea. 
140 
45 
(50 


Add 


,,   Putney.  . 
„  HammerBmlth. 
„  Barnes. 


Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


TiMB  OF  High  Watsb  at  London  Bbidab. 


«  .     »  „  Mornine. 

Saturday,  Sept.  22    0.59  „ 

Sunday,  ,,  2H    l.'sy 

Menday,  „  24    2.  9  ., 

Tuesday,  ,,  25    2.37  ,. 

Wednesday,    ,,  26    3.  6 

Thursday,  ,,  27    336 

Friday,  ,,  28    4  7  " 


Gvenliif , 

  1.19 

  1  £4 

  2.22 

  2.52 

  .3.21 

  3.51 

  4  23 


HiOH  Water  at  Ambbblby  and  Pulboboubh. 

o  .     .         c    .  Morning.  Evenlns. 

Saturday,    Sept.    22    1.39   1  59 

Sunday,  ,,       23    2  17  2  34 

Monday,         ,,      24    2.49   3  2 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberle;. 
Palborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS, 

Thames  (Eton).— The  water  is  still  very  clear  and 
sport  13  very  slow  in  this  district.  The  Countess  of  Wilton 
and  Sir  Frederick  Johnson  have  had  some  good  takes  of 
barbel  at  Marlow,  the  bast  fish  falling  to  the  rod  of  Sir 
Frederick,  and  scaled  81b. 

;       (Henley).— Sept.  20.— The  water  is  very  low  and 

bright,  with  scarcely  any  stream.  Roach  continue  to  feed 
well  during  tha  last  hour  of  fishing,  and  a  few  chub  have 
been  taken  ;  otherwise  snort  is  qaiet.— Stanley  Mead 

  (techlade,  Ciicklide,  &c.).— The  river  up  to 

Inglesham  Bridge,  where  it  is  ted  by  the  rapid  Coin,  and 
the  Leach  lower  down,  is  in  very  fair  order  for  angling 
and  boatirg,  bat  higher  up  stream,  in  the  Kempsford  and 
Castle  Eaton  districts,  the  water  is  in  places  very  shallow 
the  water  sluggish,  and  the  weeds  troublesome.  Some 
nice  sport  has  been  had  with  chub,  perch,  and  roaoh,  and 
a  few  fine  tench  have  also  been  taken  up  to  31b.  The 
trouting  season  on  Ihj  Thames  hereabouts  his  been  the 
worst  known  for  years.  I  have  only  heard  of  two  being 
taken  in  the  Lechlade  waters  all  through  the  season,  and 
these  were  small  ones  of  about  31b.  and  41b.  each.  So 
many  j  ick  being  about  now  undoubtedly  checks  the  supply 
of  trout.  Roaoh  and  chub  have  both  been  taken  with 
creed  wheat,-wasp  grub,  and  gentles,  and  parch  with  live 
minnows.  When  fishing  for  roach  in  rather  shallow  water 
near  Kempsford,  with  a  bright  red  ani  green  float,  a  trout 
of  about  21b.  weight  rose  at  the  float  as  I  was  pulling  up 
ont  of  the  water,  and  jumped  a  good  half  yard  out  of  the 
water.  A  friend  who  was  roaol-iiDg  close  at  hand  had  his 
fish  which  he  had  hooked  taktn  by  a  jjck,  which  he 
eventually  landed— a  fish  of  about  31b.  Some  fine  tench 
have  been  got  in  the  Thames  and  Savern  cinal, 
gome  of  which  sections  are  in  order,  but  others  not. 
AtnoDgst  many  others  who  have  been  on  the  St.  John's 
Bridge,  Radcot,  Hart's  Weir,  and  Inglesham  waters  are  ■ 
Messrs.  Wentworth-Sturgeon,  A.  G.  Witherby,  Spencer" 
F.  Lockwood,  Chew,  Taylor,  Bretherton,  Atwood' 
Gibson,  Rawlinson,  Morgan,  Webb,  Littleworth,  Little, 
Fry,  Wakefield,  Innocent,  &o.  Myself  and  friends  had 
some  pretty  cray  fishing  on  the  Leach,  at  Little 
Faringdon.  gettiog  with  a  dozen  casts  250  fine  fish. 
Some  good  sport  has  also  been  had  with  crayfish  on  the 
Upper  Coin,  in  the  Bibury  district,  one  man  in  an 
evening's  fishing  getting  700.  They  are  very  numerous  in 
places,  but  at  Faitford,  where  they  could  in  former  years 
be  taken  in  thousands,  they  have  mow  quite  died  out,  and 
annual  attempts  at  restocking  have  resulted  in  failure. 
Some  good  crayfish  are  found  in  the  Cherwell,  near 
Banbury,  and  also  on  the  Upper  Windrush,  near  Bourton- 
on-the-Water.— The  Rambler. 

- —  (Monkiy  Island).— In  spite  of  the  low,  c^ear 
water,  the  sport  has  been  very  good  here  among  the 
ro  :oh  and  dace.  Mr.  Hobday  and  Master  Murray  Western 
fishmg  with  Mr.  Cross,  catching  three  and  a  half  dczan' 
mostly  roach,  with  several  fish  nearly  lib.  in  weight.  On 
another  evening  their  catch,  in  one  hour,  was  two  and  a 
half  dozan,  and  on  Saturday  night,  ia  one  and  a  half  hours 
about  121b.  weight,  with  a  barbel  of  3|Ib.,  which,  after 
breaking  Mr.  Hobday's  tackle,  was  foul  hooked  by  Master 
Western,  and  successfully  landed  with  the  broken  gear  in 
him.  With  just  a  little  colour  in  the  water  the  barbel 
will  be  sure  to  feed  well,  but  at  present  you  can  see  them 
laying  round  the  ground-biit  in  shoals,  and  refusing  every 
temptation  —Louis  H.  Ckoss. 

,           (Teddington).— Half  a  day,  Mr.  Mason,  five 

dozfn  roach  and  three  barbsl— all  returned;  one  day 
•I"  ^^"■y  ^'"^  MccitU,  eight  dozfln  good  roach  and 
mx  barbel— all  returned  ;  one  day,  Mr.  Van  Homan,  seven 
dozen  tine  roach  and  three  barbel ;  one  diy,  Mr.  Morphen 
and  triends,  five  dczsn  dice  and  three  barbel;  one  day, 
Mr.  Isacka,  fix  barbel,  one  jack  (3Jlb,),  and  six  dozen 
roach ;  one  day,  Mr.  George  Edwards,  ten  dozen  fine 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Sinibaldi,  jun.,  took  a  carp  at  the 
weir  jceterday  of  4lb.,  which  he  returned.  The  water  is 
now  in  very  fine  condition  for  roach  and  dace  fishing  but 
too  brignt  for  barbel,   Want  rain  badly.— W.  McBri'pe 


 (Twickenham).— The  river  is  in  excellent  order, 

but  fiah  are  not  biting  freely.  The  Aoton  Piacatoriala 
fished  a  competition  on  Sept.  IG  and  17,  but  have  not 
heard  the  results  yet.  All  Spong's  punts  have  been  busy. 
H.  Spiers,  three  days,  thirteen  dozen  roach  and  dace; 
J.  Draper,  three  diys,  twelve  dozen  roach  and  daje.  I 
believe  his  patron  people  will  win  the  competition. 
J.  Spong,  two  and  a  half  days,  eight  dozen  barbel ;  Bob 
Spong,  three  days,  eltvan  dczen  roach  and  dace,  and  one 
perch ;  Tom  Anger,  three  and  a  half  days,  thirteen  dczen 
roach  and  dace,  and  two  small  bream.— *J.  S. 

^cholme  District.— Pike  fishing  continues  vary 
good,  but  rain  is  needed  ti  put  a  colour  in  the  water  for 
other  bottom  fishing.  Trout  waters  are  low,  and  the 
season  drawing  to  a  close.— Thomas  Ford  (Caistor); 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeacli,  Cam.).  — 
Although  the  river  is  somewhat  bright,  during  mornings 
and  evenings  good  sport  may  be  had.  The  weeds  some- 
what interfere  with  the  bank  angler,  but  with  a  punt  in 
mid-stream  the  chances  of  success  are  greater.  Good 
heavy  rains  are  wanted  to  improve  matters.  Several  jack 
up  to  51b.  have  baen  captured,  and  they  are  all  too 
numerous  in  the  roach  swims.  Bream  have  been  giving 
good  sport.  Baits  and  punts  are  to  be  had  of  Lock- 
keeper  Beasley.— John  0.  George,  Bechc-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  Churn,  Windrush,  ftc.  (Eas'j 
Gloucestarshire).- By  the  timethesa  lines  appaar  there 
will  be  but  one  more  week's  trouting  on  these  Gloucester- 
shire streams,  Saturday,  Sept.  29,  being  the  last  day  of 
the  season.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the  opening  day  of 
the  season  and  the  closing  day  should  have  fallen  on  a  Sunday, 
when  fishing  is  not  allowed  on  ;the  hotel  waters  on  the 
C  jln  at  Fairford  or  Bibury ;  bat  it  is  allowed  on  the  Dud- 
grove  length  of  the  Fairford  water,  so  that  those  who 
want  it  can  have  a  last  day  there  amongst  the  trout  and 
fice  dace.    Two  or  three  rods  have  been  out  on  the 

Bull "  waters  at  Fairford,  and  I  mysalf  one  morning  got 
into  a  pretty  rise  about  eleven  o'clock,  but  could  do  nothing 
with  them,  the  water  being  gin  clear  and  the  sun  very 
bright.  A  rod  or  two  has  been  on  the  Swan  water  at 
Bibury,  but  little  has  been  done.  I  saw  a  pretty  rise  here 
onlSatnrday  evening  just  at  sundown.  There  seems  to  be  a 
nice  lot  of  young  trout  left  for  stock.  The  Leach  has  chiefly 
been  given  over  to  crayfisher^,  who  have  done  very  well 
indeed  on  some  of  the  stretches.  On  about  a  400  yards 
length,  myself  and  two  friends  caught  250  fine  crayfish  in 
about  two  and  a  half  hours,  leaving  off  at  nine  o'clock. 
Had  we  kept  on  we  could  easily  have  doubled  our  catch, 
for  we  were  getting  six  and  eight  fish  on  every  draw  of  a 
net.  Mr.  Witherby  and  friends  have  been  fishing  Little 
FariDgdon  waters  for  trout,  but  it  is  late  for  this  water  for 
fly,  and  but  little  can  be  done  here  in  the  autumn  unless 
some  other  lure  ia  used,  but  which  is  not  allowed.  Cray- 
fiehera  have  been  doing  well  on  the  Upper  Coin.  I  heard 
of  one  man  taking  800  in  cna  night,  but  the  water  he  was 
on  was  all  alive  with  them.  Other  takes  have  ranged  from 
fifty  to  200  and  800.  Windrush  crayfishers  have  also  been 
doing  well  near  Bourton-on-the-Water,  and  roach  fishers 
on  the  Windrush  have  been  doing  well  at  Burford,  and  I 
heard  of  one  man  taking  three  nice  trout  of  3ilb.,  2Jlb., 
and  Ulb.  I  was  told  his  bait  waa  the  Gardenia.  Some 
nice  uke,  and  here  and  there  a  good  trout,  has  been  got  on 
the  Churn  — Pan. 

Darenth  (Parninffham,  Horton  Kitbj,  &o.).— 
Though  we  have  now  had  some  weeks  of  dry  weather,  the 
water  is  fairly  fishable,  only  running  low  occasionally  while 
the  mills  stop.  The  trout  rise  at  intervals,  and  best, 
parhapj,  about  five  or  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  rise 
aftar  sunset  being  uncertain.  I  hooked  four  fish  between 
five  and  6  15  the  other  evening  ;  the  most  effective  fly  was 
lha  Pale  Blue  Dun,  dressed  with  plenty  of  hackle.  The 
tront  are  still  in  capital  condition,  and  are,  I  am  told  as 
good  eating  as  ever.  There  seems  to  be  a  fair  chance  of 
sport  till  the  end  of  the  season  next  Saturday,  but  a  few 
more  showers  such  as  those  of  Sunday  last  will  improve 
matters.— J.  P.  T. 

Tributaries.— Water  and  weather  are  now 
all  that  can  be  desired  for  the  fly.  Good  sport  has  been 
the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  During  the  past  week 
hereabouts  one  dish  of  twelve  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  and 
grayhng  was  made  mainly  with  the  Apple  Green  on 
Thursday  by  an  Ashbourne  angler  on  the  Don  below 
Clifton.  The  Dark-winged  Coachman  has  also  been  doing 
well,  as  also  has  the  silver-bodied  fly  known  as  Fisher's 
Fancy,  this  on  the  Norbury  water,  vide  the  keeper's 
(Isaacs)  report  of  yesterday's  (Tuesday's)  date  — 
D.  and  W.  H.  Foster  (Ashkourne). 

(Whitby).— A  few  anglers  have  been  out  during 
the  week,  but,  owing  to  the  low  condition  of  the  water, 
very  little  sport  has  been  obtained.  The  catches  to  hand 
are:  Mr.  John  W.  Biss,  one  of  16|lb. ;  and  Capt.  Wood, 
one  of  5lb.  At  the  time  of  wri.ing  the  prospects  of  sport 
are  only  poor.— J.  Jackson. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Breter).— In  spite  of  a  few  showers 
at  intervals,  water  remains  as  low  as  ever,  consequently 
sport  IS  tame  all  round.  Roaoh  have  fed  well  at  times, 
but  have  at  others  proved  very  capricious.  Stewed  wheat 
has  been  the  most  favoured  bait,  and  pearl  barley  a  good 
seoond.  In  the  canal  some  f^ir  bags  of  perch  have  baen 
had,  bat,  as  far  as  I  can  glean,  no  heavy  specimens  have 
come  to  hand  this  week.  Fishing  the  Creedy,  near 
Cowley,  Mr.  Street  has  scored  some  nice  lots  of  roaoh 
also  a  brace  of  pike  ;  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  Mr.  Smyth 
bagged  a  few  nice  perch  from  the  Exe  (largest  nearly  lib  ). 
Anglers  are  all  earnestly  wishing  for  rain,  the  unanimous 
cry  being,  "  May  it  be  soon."- Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (Soath  Liaos.  and  Cambs.).— 
Angling  has  baen  rather  slack  in  this  district  during  the 
week.  The  sport  recorded  has  not  been  quite  so  good  as 
formerly,  probably  owing  to  the  weather,  as  the  water 
appears  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Roaoh  fishing  has  only 
been  imall,  bnt  aaglers  are  stated  to  hftve  done  fairly  well 


with  tench.  On  the  Middle  Level  drain  there  has  been  a 
fair  number,  and  some  of  the  best  bags  have  come  from 
Outwell  Sluice.  The  Glen,  at  Surfleet,  hai  yielded  pretty 
well,  and  so  has  the  Welland  about  Deeping.  Anglers  on 
the  Forty-foot  have  varied  cpjrations  by  the  pursuit  of 
pike. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Counter  attractions 
thinned  the  banks  of  these  waters  daring  last  week,  and 
only  a  few  came  down  for  the  week-end.  The  local  men 
have  done  fairly  well  on  the  waters  below  Bollam,  and 
one  or  two  have  been  trying  for  pike,  with  but  poor 
success.  We  must  wait  tor  colder  nights  before  we  can 
expect  much  in  this  line.  Fishernaen  on  the  canal  report 
better  doings  amongst  roach.  The  lengths  below  Retford 
have  been  best  patronised.  The  gatherings  on  the  Trent 
have  not  been  large.  There  are  great  complaints  of  the 
scarcity  of  baits,  grubs  as  well  as  worms  being  dittioult  to 
procure. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills).— A  north-east  wind  sent  the 
roaoh  and  dace  very  much  off  the  feed  for  several  days  last 
week.  They,  however,  came  on  again  later  in  the  week, 
and  some  very  fine  fish  were  taken.  "Two  gentlemen 
staying  at  the  Bull  Hotel  on  Monday  landed  several 
remarkably  fine  roach.  At  Icklingham  a  few  good  dace 
were  taken  with  the  fly.  The  water  there  is  very  shallow 
near  Temple  Bridge.  What  we  want  really  is  rain,  and  a 
good  fall  of  it.  There  ia  a  loi  of  decomposed  weed  matter 
ia  the  river  that  requires  washing  out  bafore  fiah  will  feed 
well. — Raven. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.- The  Lea,  Beane,  Stort, 
Ash;  and  Bib  are  all  very  clear,  and  greatly  in  want  of 
heavy  rains.  There  is  again  little  sport  to  report  under 
the  circumstances,  but  in  the  Tottenham  and  Cheshunt 
reaches  srood  class  bream  and  roach  have  at  times  baen  met 
with.  Numerous  bream  and  roach  have  lately  been  seen 
disporting  themselves  in  the  former  district,  some  of  the 
bream  being  estimated  by  practical  anglers  to  weigh  51b. 
Roach  up  to,  and  over,  lib.  have  been  caught  at  St. 
Margaret's,  also  some  pike  and  perch.  Two  of  the  pike 
captured  weighed  8§lb.  and  &klh.  respectively.  They  are 
reported  to  have  been  in  nica  condition.  Tha  perch  are 
also  in  order.  The  latter  are  taking  minnows  and 
brandlings.  The  best  results  with  the  roach  are  being 
met  with  in  the  evening.  But  with  the  river  so  bright  and 
foul  no  heavy  baskets  of  roach  may  be  expected  until  there 
has  been  a  pnah  of  water.  Both  trout  and  dace  fishing 
has  baen  quiet  on  the  tributaries.  The  Stort  is  very  clear, 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  still  running  low  and  clear,  and  in  fair  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  and  storms 
passed  over  the  district  on  Sunday,  and  rain  has  threatened  ; 
but  it  has  not  altered  the  rivers,  and  it  would  take  a  hard 
day's  rain  to  make  much  impression.  The  fish  have  been 
moving  fairly  w§ll ,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  some  nica  tront  and  grayling  have  been  caught.  The 
grayling  are  more  on  the  feed  than  trout.  The  flies  used 
are  the  Wickham,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue, 
Rod  Spinner,  September  and  Silver  Dun.  With  rain 
sport  will  improve.  The  Pinsley  is  running  low  and  clear, 
— Gwynne. 

Lugrg',   Arrow,    and  Pinsley  (Kingrsland).— 

Rivers  are  now  very  low  and  bright.  Weather  for  the 
most  part  sunshiny  and  hot  duiing  the  day,  followed  by 
slight  frosts  and  fog  at  night.  Grayling  are  rising  much 
more  freely,  and  when  the  day  favours  fairly  good  sport  is 
ob  Gained.  Natural  flies  are  more  numerous  than  I  have 
obatrved  them  at  any  time  during  the  year.  A  selection 
for  present  use  should  include  Late  Brown,  Mid  Blue, 
Blue  Gnat,  Pale  September  Dun,  Silver  Dun,  July  Gnat, 
Red  Taj[,  Green  Insects,  Willows,  and  Wickhams.— R.  T.  " 
Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborougrh).  —  An.zlicg  here  just  now 
seems  a  bit  off,  and  very  little  haa  been  done  during  the 
past  week.  Some  roach  have  been  secured  at  the  North 
Bank,  bast  about  lib.  The  river  is  still  very  low,  and 
water  very  clear.  Rain  is  much  needed  to  put  thinga 
right.  The  best  bream  taken  this  season  weighed 
71b._  loz  ,  and  the  bast  rudd  21b.  12|oz.  We  are  now 
anxiously  looking  forward  to  securiog  the  141b.  and  161b. 
pike  that  are_  reported  (0  be  so  numerous  in  our  river,  and 
many  of  which  in  the  last  few  seasons  have  not  been 
secured.- E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.  —  After  a  most 
utsitisfactory  trout  season,  there  are  indications  that 
grayling  will  provide  some  interesting  sport.  The  fine 
weather  has  brought  the  streams  into  baautiful  condi< 
tion  for  thia  class  of  fishing.  The  natural  flies  are 
hatching  out  in  the  form  of  Pale  Autumn  Dun?  and 
Needles.  Spirt  has  been  had  on  the  Djve  with  Yellow 
and  Blue  Qaills,  and  also  Silver  Twiat  and  Green  Insect, 
but  chiefly  to  the  dry  fly.  In  the  Blyth,  both  tront  and 
grayling  have  been  taken  to  the  Golden  Spinner.- F.  W. 
Dale. 

Otter  (Budleiffh  Saltarton).- Yesterday  (Sept.  18) 
the  first  rain  for  the  last  five  weeks  fell,  and  our  bo{)ea 
that  a  freshet  would  come  and  give  us  a  last  week  of  fish- 
ing were  raised  to  the  utmost,  but  to-day  (19th)  all  signs  of 
further  rainfall  have  disappeared.  Trout  were  rising 
yesterday  in  the  forenoon  at  Tipton  St.  John's,  but  the 
gun,  and  not  the  rod,  was  to  hand,  so  the  fish  were  un- 
molested. A  few  dajs  ago  a  visitor  to  this  place,  while 
fishing  for  pollack  in  the  bay,  using  ragworm,  caaght  a 
grey  mullet  weighing  about  IJlb.  This  ia  remarkable,  for 
the  reason  that  mullet  seldcm  or  tever  take  any  bait  in 
the  sea. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  now  very  clear 
and  somewhat  slate.  A  good  push  would  mnch  improve 
matters.  A  few  good  bream  have  been  taken  near 
Huntingdon,  otherwise  all  along  the  river  these  fiah  have 
been  "  dead  off."  Roach  are  feeding  fairly  well,  but  are 
running  somewhat  small,  and  the  like  remark  applies  to 
rudd.   Prospects,  on  the  whole,  are  far  from  favourable. 
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and  there  ia  not  likely  to  be  an  improvement  until  we  have 
a  heavy  rain.— C.  A.  Bryant. 

Onse  ( St,  Ives,  Hants). — River  very  bright  indeed ; 
fish  ofE  the  feed;  only  a  few  stragglers  taken:  Chub, 
41b.  4oz. ;  roach,  lib.  5oz. ;  perch,  lib.  3Joz.  ;  pike,  41b., 
41b.  6oz.,  and  51b.,  which  were  all  returned  to  the  river 
again.  Splendid  weather.  I  expect  the  match  on  Thurs- 
day, the  27th  inst.,  between  us  and  the  N.A.P.S.  here 
will  be  a  very  jovial  and  happy  time,  at  the  Golden  Lion 
Hotel,  six  sharp.— Edward  Collinson. 

Onse  (St.  Neot«).— The  vra,ter  is  clear,  and  almost 
stagnant,  consequently  there  is  very  little  to  report  as  far  as 
fishing  is  ooncsrned,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beck  alone  having  done 
anything  worth  recording  that  I  have  heard  of,  and  they 
have  had  very  fair  sport  with  the  perch,  having  captured 
several  lately  up  to  IJlb. — W.  N. 

FlymOTitlx. — There  has  not  been  much  done  during 
the  week,  and  some  rain  will  be  very  welcome,  as  the 
season  for  trout  closes  at  the  end  of  the  month. — 
William  Hearder. 

Ssvern,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech.). — Some  most  welcome  and  heavy  showers  of  rain 
throughout  the_  whole  of  Tuesday  last  have  had  a 
wonderful  effect  in  freshening  up  all  these  rivers  as  well  as 
the  face  of  the  country  in  general,  which  wore  a  very 
parched  appearance,  owing  to  the  continued  dry  and  hot 
weather.  The  atmosphere  at  present  is  exceedingly  bright 
and  clear,  bo  that  the  many  attractive  views  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood are  seen  to  the  greatest  advantage.  The  nights 
still  continue  frosty,  and ,  being  succeeded  by  bright  sun  shine 
throughout  the  day,  conditions  are  most  favourable  for 
grayling  fishing  ;  and  to  this,  aided  by  the  recent  rain,  is 
to  be  attributed  the  capital  sport  now  enjoyed  with  these 
fish  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  Tanat,  and  also  in  the 
Vjrnwy,  both  above  and  below  Llanymynech.  Very  few 
trout  are  taken  in  any  of  these  rivers,  but  in  several  of 
their  tributaries  in  this  neighbourhood  many  are  taken 
which,  although  they  do  not  run  to  a  large  size,  yet  afford 
capital  sport,  as  do  pike,  chub,  and  roach  in  the  principal 
streams. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk).— The  water  is  still  very 
clear,  and  fish  are  feeding  very  shy.  There  is  no  stream 
on,  and  a  large  quantity  of  floating  weed  is  in  the  water, 
making  fishing  difficult.  A  few  fish  up  to  lib.  in  weight 
have  been  taken,  but  nothing  worth  calling  a  catch. 
Nothing  much  wUl  be  done  until  we  get  some  heavy  rain, — 
W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

Sussex  Kivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  weather  of  the  week  has  been  all  that  could 
be  wished.  A  trace  of  frost  in  the  early  mornings, 
summer-like  days,  and  cool  evenings  have  rendered  a  day's 
outing  most  enjoyable.  Sport  has  b«en  good  on  the  Ouse 
below  the  broken  locks,  and  roach  and  dace  have  fed  well  on 
gentles.  Messrs.  Saunders,  Durrant,  Cadman,  Hall, 
King,  and  Street«r  have  taken  bags  up  to  141b.  The  best 
roach  weighed  lib.  12foz.  Roach,  as  a  rule,  averaged  lib. 
each.  At  the  end  of  the  week  angling,  Barcombe  Mills 
wiU  fish  best  on  the  run  up  of  the  tide.  The  Cuckmere 
has  yielded  a  few  bream  in  the  tidal  waters.  The  Alfriston 
district,  owing  to  the  tides,  should  fish  best  at  end  of  week. 
The  Rother  has  been  fairly  well  patronised.  A  visitor's 
take  for  the  week  has  been  three  and  a  half  brace  of 
pike  (heaviest  4|lb.),  two  brace  of  perch  (largest  lib.  14oz  ), 
and  twenty-two  roach  (averaging  lloz.).  Paternostering 
with  gudgeon  or  minnow  has  proved  the  most  remunerative. 
Some  gocd  bream  have  been  captured  at  Chichester  Canal, 
some  few  fish  up  to  21b.  There  are  big  fish  in  the  basin — 
carp,  bream,  and  pike — but  the  number  of  anglers  and  the 
numerous  breakaways  make  the  heavier  fish  shy.  The 
harbour  devotees  have  taken  mullet,  a  few  codling,  and 
bass  up  to  61b.  Kagworm  is  the  best  bait,  and  the  early 
morning  tides  for  preference.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  — At  time  of 
writing  (Sept.  17)  the  water  is  low,  but  with  rain  in 
prospect  the  fishing  should  be  good  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
running  clear  and  low,  but  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  There 
has  been  a  change  in  the  weather  since  Monday,  and  some 
very  nice  showers  of  rain  have  been  had  which  have  slightly 
refreshed  the  river ;  but  more  rain  is  wanted  and  would  do 
no  end  of  good,  and  would  greatly  improve  the  river  and 
the  prospects  of  sport.  The  cold  nights  and  foggy 
mornings  have  improved  grayling  fishing,  and  a  fair  number 
of  anglers  have  been  out.  Trout  sport  occasionally,  and 
but  very  few  have  been  taken  of  late,  and  there  is  little 
prospect  of  many  more  being  taken  before  the  season  ends. 
With  rain,  grayling  fishing  should  improve  and  good  fish 
be  landed.  The  flies  used  are  the  Silver-Twisted  Blue, 
Red  Tag,  Wiokham's  Fancy,  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Spinner, 
Green  Insect,  September  Dun,  July  Gnat,  and  August 
Dun.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  fairly  good  with  worm  and 
maggot.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  slow.  On  Saturday  a 
nice  dish  of  grayling  was  landed  with  the  Red  Tag  and 
Silver  Dun.  On  Monday  three  trout  were  caught  with 
worm.  With  Silver  Twist  and  Wickham  a  nice  lot  of 
trout  and  grayling  were  landed  below  Ludlow.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwycbe  are  all  clear  and  low,  and  the 
rain  should  improve  fishing  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  part  the  Teme  has  now 
run  down  very  low  and  weedy ;  it  is  clear,  but  rain  is 
wanted  to  freshen  up  the  river.  Up  till  Tuesday  the  days 
had  been  fine,  with  cold  nights  and  foggy  mornings,  and 
angling  had  been  better.  The  fish  have  been  rising  well 
at  fly,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been  out.  Rain  has  been 
had  at  intervals  since  Monday,  but  it  has  not  made  any 
difference  to  the  water,  and  a  good  fall  will  be  required  to 
alter  the  river.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
have  used  Red  Tag,  Wickham,  Red  Spinner,  Green  Insect, 
Coachman,  and  Silver  Dan,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been 
landed,  and,  with  rain,  sport  should  be  good.— Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— The  temperature  of  the  river  has 
betn  too  low  during  the  past  week  for  successful  barbel 


fishing,  though  all  other  conditions  are  favourable — the 
water  being  fine  and  low.  Some  have  been  taken  from 
the  Muckham  length,  but  no  big  bags,  by  Mr.  H.  Corner 
(best  51b.  3cz  )  and  Mr.  W.  Taylor  (heaviest  just  over 
61b.).  Lower  down,  cn  Friday  evening,  Mr.  T.  Davis 
took  five  average  fish,  and  from  the  Carlton  water  I  hear 
of  eleven.  A  lot  of  dace  have  been  tiken  with  gentles 
from  over  the  ferry  at  Collingham.  A  few  chub  have 
been  taken  with  greaves,  which  has  also  proved  the 
successful  bait  for  barbel.  Roach  take  paste  and  gentles, 
but  few  specimen  fish  have  been  got.  Pike  run  shy, 
though  some  have  been  secured  with  the  spoon  bait. — 
Tkbntsider. 

Welland  (Slarket  Daep'ng).— Some  good  sport  has 
recently  been  had  here.  Mr.  T.  Bennett  landed  about  71b. 
of  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  F.  Whittome  secured  several,  the 
largest  weighing  lib. ;  Mr.  H.  Marston  got  31b.  of  chub  ; 
and  Mr.  Hutohings,  fishing  two  half  days,  obtained  101b. 
and  91b.  rescectively. — B.  A.  S. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hen don).— Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Richards,  one  jiok, 
91b. ;  Holman.  one  jack.  6|lb. ;  Hicks,  one  jack,  5flb  ; 
Price,  one  ja«k,  5flb. ;  Cook,  one  jack,  71b. ;  Young,  91b. 
bream;  Summers,  101b.  bream;  French,  one  perch,  IJlb., 
two  tench,  3Jlb.,  two  bream,  4Jlb.  ;  Yardley,  one  carp, 
31b.,  three  bream,  71b.  Mr.  Price  won  the  prize  on 
Sept.  16  with  a  5|lb.  jack.- P.  V. 

Witham.  Ao.  (Btid-Linoolnshire).— Bream  fisLing 
on  the  Witham  is  about  practically  over.  Indeed,  nothing 
has  been  reported  this  week  so  far.  As  a  kind  of  com- 
pensation, however,  comes  news  of  the  capture  by  a  bream 
fisher  of  a  golden  tench,  a  rarity  in  these  waters.  A  large 
number  of  tench  have  been  creeled  about  Short  Ferry 
Weir,  and  this  district  has  been  better  than  others.  The 
drains  about  Boston  have  not  been  so  well  patronised, 
owing  to  the  attractions  of  Donoaster,  and  the  scarcity  of 
cash.  Some  good  work  has  been  done  on  the  Mount 
Pleasant  Drain,  and  the  best  sport  has  been  towards  Frith 
Ville.  There  have  been  plenty  of  roach  landed  with  creed 
wheat,  and  a  few  heavy  tench  have  fallen  to  maggots. 
There  has  been  a  little  live-baiting,  but  success  has  been 
poor.  The  destruction  of  fish  on  the  Hob  Hole  has  been 
great,  hundreds  are  noticed  floating  on  the  water  from  the 
effects  of  the  inrush  of  the  tide. — Ldci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weather 
and  the  water  have  been  all  that  could  be  desired  during 
the  past  week,  and  there  have  been  a  goodly  number  of 
fishermen  out,  who  have  had  good  sport  generally.  Those 
gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  obtained  very 
nice  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling ;  also  the  Derwent 
Chatsworth  Fishery  has  yielded  creels  ranging  from  three 
to  seven  brace,  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  also 
producing  very  good  sport.  Members  and  day  ticket 
holders  have  taken  five,  six,  and  seven  brace,  being  about 
the  average  baskets.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  portion  of  the  Derwent  has  also  yielded  a 
nice  lot  of  both  trout  and  grayling.  Mr,  White,  on 
Saturday,  one  brace  of  trout ;  and  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
Hassam,  fishing  below  Cromford  on  Monday,  took  three 
and  a  half  and  nine  brace  respectively.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Cooper,  four  and  a  half,  and  Mr.  Hassam,  four  brace  ; 
also  several  others  obtaining  three  to  five  brace  each.  The 
prospect  for  the  next  few  days  is  very  good,  and  the 
following  flies  will  be  useful :  Red  Ant,  Mr.  Cooper's 
Little  Grey  Fly,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Black  Giat,  Olive 
Dun,  and  Silver  Dun. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  SwaTe,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&C.  (Yorkshire). — Matters  keep  very  quiet  in  the  upper 
waters  of  all  our  rivers.  Many  trout  fishermen  have  made 
their  last  cast  for  the  season,  and  have  put  by  their  trout 
tackle,  and  until  we  have  a  good  freshet  and  a  little 
sharper  weather  sets  in  we  cannot  expect  either  good 
grayling  or  pike  fishing.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  seen 
up  Yoredale  or  Swaledale.  A  few  anglers  have  caught  a 
grayling  or  two  with  the  fly,  but  they  are  not  properly  on 
the  feed  yet,  and  anglers  must  wait  patiently  for  a  frost 
before  they  can  hope  to  enjoy  good  sport.  A  few  nice 
trout  still  continue  to  be  taken  in  Bedale  Beck.  The 
other  night  Mr.  John  King,  Mr.  C.  Russell,  Mr.  W. 
Smithson,  and  others,  did  fairly  in  this  stream, 
and  a  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  Wiske, 
but  they  have  not  run  at  all  large,  ia  fact, 
they  can  be  more  properly  described  as  "  jack."  Sport  in 
the  Codbeck  keeps  poor.  The  members  of  the  Fitzwilliam 
Club  (Leeds)  had  their  second  match  of  the  season  last 
Saturday,  at  Swinton,  on  the  Rye.  Mr.  D.  Jackson  took 
first  prize  ;  Mr.  T.  Wardell,  second  ;  Mr.  J.  Gray,  third  ; 
"r.  &.  Gray,  fourth.  On  the  same  day  the  Yorhshire 
Herald  Club  fished  their  last  match  for  the  season  in  the 
Ouse,  at  Linton.  Water  like  a  mirror,  without  a  ripple 
on  its  surface,  and  brilliant  sunshine,  was  against  sport, 
and  only  meagre  bags  were  made.  The  winners  were  : 
1st,  J.  Procter  ;  2nd,  H.  Simpson ;  3rd,  W.  J.  Davidson  ; 
4th,  J.  Johnson;  6th,  J.  Mennell;  6th,  W.  Wyrill ; 
7th,  8th,  and  9th  (tie),  J.  G.  Knowles,  J.  Robson,  and 
G.  W.  Pattinson ;  10th,  W.  A.  Knowles  ;  11th,  W.  Red- 
path  ;  12th  and  13th  (tie),  T.  Mason  and  G.  Henderson  ; 
14th,  G.  Worth.  The  last  oompetition  of  the  season  in 
connection  with  the  York  Confectionery  Company's 
Angling  Association  took  place  at  Poppleton.  Like  the 
preceding  match,  the  takes  were  bad,  bright  weather, 
low  water,  &o.,  being  the  cause.  The  first  prize  fell 
to  Mr.  S.  Pratt;  the  second  to  Mr.  W.  Hawe,  and 
the  third  to  Mr.  A.  Jackson.  Quite  a  record  catch  was 
tnade  by  Mr.  Wm.  Wood  in  the  Clifton  Angling  Associi- 
tion  match  (the  last  of  the  season),  which  took  place  at 
Newton  on  Monday.  Mr.  Wood  brought  to  scale  201b.  of 
chub  and  roach.  He  was  an  easy  first,  the  prize  winners 
being  :  1st,  Wm.  Wood,  201b. ;  2nd,  Jas.  Wood,  51b.  4oz. ; 
3rd,  Fred  Wood,  31b.  8oz. ;  4th,  F.  Styan,  21b.  6Joz. ; 
5th,  Ralph  Broadley,  21b.  4ioz. ;  6th,  Wm.  Butler, 
lib.  14oz. :  7th,  Jas.  Law,  lib.  13^z. ;  8th,  Jos.  Matson, 
lib.  12oz. ;  9th,  ThoB.  Spenoe,  lib.  lOoz.;  10th,  Rob, 


Lacey,  lib.  8oz. ;  llth,  S.  Usher,  lib.  4oz. ;  12th,  Jas. 
Reed,  lib.  3Joz. ;  13-.h,  Rob.  Gowthorpe,  14oz. ;  14th,  H. 
Daphne,  ISJnz. ;  15th,  Alt.  Simpson.  12oz. ;  16th,  W. 
Wheatley  ;  17th,  D.  Lingstaff  ;  18th,  Jas.  Webster ;  19th, 
Rob.  Simpson ;  20th,  J.  W.  Hodgson.  Mr.  B.  Walker 
also  secured  a  special  prize.  Mr.  Wood's  oitch  is,  I 
believe,  a  record  one  in  a  match,  and,  considering  the  low 
and  clear  state  of  the  water,  the  performance  was  a  good 
one.  The  catch  of  the  thirty-two  members  of  the 
Harrogate  Conservative  Angling  Associitior,  who  fished 
tbieir  last  competition  for  the  season  at  Birstnith,  on  the 
Nidd,  on  Monday,  was  above  the  average,  the  principal 
prize  winner,  viz.,  Mr.  Pickersgill,  having  131b.  12oz. 
dace  and  roach.  The  other  principal  prize  winners 
were :  Mr.  Richardson,  51b.  13J  z  ;  Mr.  Fawcett, 
41b.  I  iz.  ;  Mr.  Slater,  31b.  S|oz  ;  Mr.  Dexter,  2Ib.  lljoz. ; 
Mr.  Child,  2lb.  lOJcz  ;  Mr.  Cartman,  lib.  14Joz  ;  Mr. 
Gardham,  lib.  14ioz  ;  Mr.  Firth,  lib.  The  members  of 
the  York  St.  Clements  Angling  Society  had  very  poor 
sport  in  their  match  at  Clifton  on  Monday,  poor  baskets 
being  made  by  Mr.  Bdward  Birch,  Mr.  H.  Cuss,  Mr.  Geo. 
Johnson,  Mr.  W.  Walker,  Mr.  Todd,  Mr.  Cousens,  Mr. 
Skillbeck,  Mr.  Kendall,  Mr.  Geo.  Barnett,  and  Mr. 
Lawton,  who  were  the  most  successful  competitors.  The 
Wren  Angling  Club,  Leeds,  had  very  nice  sport  in  their 
competition  at  Acaster-on-the-Ouse.  Mr.  Gunnee  took 
first  prize,  31b.  7icz  ;  Mr.  J.  Slater,  second  prize, 
21b.  ISJoz. ;  Mr.  H.  Collier,  third,  21b.  lljoz  ,  and 
Mr.  Blackburn,  the  'visitors,  with  the  heaviest  basket, 
The  fogs  have  baen  in  evidence  during  the  last  few  days, 
but  have  cleared  by  the  middle  of  the  day.  On  the  Yore 
the  water  has  been  very  clear  between  the  district  of 
Masham  and  Ripon.  Sport  amongst  the  trout,  grayling, 
dace,  roach, and  chub  has  been  very  good.  There  has  been 
a  fair  amount  of  water  running  in  the  Tanfield  Angling 
Club  waters.  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  G.  Helliwell,  and  Mr. 
Hefford  have  had  fair  sport.  Mr.  Ri!ey  Fortune,  of 
Harrogate,  had  capital  sport  with  the  aid  of  maggot  on 
Saturday  last,  his  basket  contaitiog  nineteen  grayling 
and  eight  trout.  Several  other  members  of  the 
Tanfield  Club  have  also  had  fair  sport  with 
fly  and  minnow.  Mr.  G.  Helliwell  was  rewarded 
with  twenty  fish,  all  ciught  with  fly.  Lower 
down  the  river,  above  Ripon,  Mr.  Suttell,  of  Wath, 
has  had  good  sport  with  fly,  his  basket  reaching  thirty 
fish,  mostly  grayling  and  trout.  Mr.  Donills,  Mr.  Kendall, 
and  others  have  had  baskets  from  ten  to  sixteen  fish  a  day, 
the  best  flies  being  Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Pale 
Autumn  Dun,  Cinnamon,  and  Wickham  Fancy.  On  the 
Wharfe  several  good  baskets  are  reported  from  the 
Burnsall  length ;  also  in  the  Ilkley  length.  Sport 
has  ruled  fair  lo^er  down  the  river;  the  bottom 
fishermen  have  had  Icice  sport.  Mr.  Gunnee,  fishing 
at  Tadcaster  on  "Tuesday,  had  very  good  sport 
amongst  the  dace,  fishing  from  one  o'clock  until  just 
after  six  ;  his  basket  contained  121b.  of  very  fine  fish,  all 
being  caught  with  the  maggot. — John  B.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— These  rivers  are  small  at 
present,  owing  to  the  continued  fine  weather.  There  are 
enough  salmon  and  to  spare  in  the  pools,  and  I  have  seen 
them  from  beyond  Langholm  to  the  Metal  Bridge.  The 
fishing  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  years.  Dr.  Anderson, 
of  Bsk  Bank,  has  been  most  successful,  both  in  the  Bsk  and 
Liddle.  and  he  tells  me  that  the  Liddle  is  very  prolific  of 
fish.  You  see,  Dr.  Anderson  is  the  keenest  fisher  over  the 
Border,  and  one  of  the  smartest  of  Border  men  and 
reivers. _  Fishing — well,  of  course,  he  fishes,  and  cures  all 
the  ills  in  the  parish  that  Canonbie  flesh  is  heir  to.  Then 
there  will  be  a  flood,  and  the  salmon  will  then  take 
— they  won't  otherwise.  I  know  that,  and  when 
I  clap  my  foot  on  my  native  heath  I  must  know.  I  have  ' 
been  to  Bskdale  Mnir,  the  source  of  the  Bsk,  and  I  know 
the  water  from  the  top  to  the  river  of  it  when  it  reaches  the 
Solway,  and  you  might  conclude  that  the  fishing  is 
good  in  this  way  that  a  great  many  anglers  are  staying  at 
the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  fishers  whose  modesty  is 
of  such  a  retiring  order,  which  some  of  the  fishing  is 
between  the  gloaming  and  the  murk,  to  refrain  from 
mentioning  anybody  whatever.  Now,  about  the  ghillies 
there,  too.  One  is  located  at  Sandy  Blder's  grand 
hostelry,  the  Cross  Keys,  Canonbie,  John  Wyllie 
("Scottie").  He  is  the  ghillie  in  Canonbie.  Then 
Jameson,  of  Westerhall.  He's  the  chief  at  Lmgholm, 
and  knows  everything  in  a  water-kelpie  sense  downwards. — 
Gilnockie. 

Dee,  &c.  (Aberdeeashire).—The  salmon  angling 
results  on  the  Dee  are  steadily  improving,  and  fish  are 
now  being  found  freely  in  the  mid-reaches  fresh  from  the 
sea  and  of  excellent  weights  and  quality.  The  only  com- 
plaint is  as  to  the  quantity,  as  they  are  decidedly  scarce, 
showing  that  the  autumn  migration,  which  was  on  the 
coast  at  the  close  of  the  netting  season,  must  have  moved 
off  with  the  storm  which  was  then  experienced,  and  are 
now  only  coming  on  again.  _  On  the  upper  waters  sport 
has  been  very  brisk,  chiefly  with  potted  or  red  fish,  and  of 
lighter  weights.  The  Duohees  of  Fife  has  been  out  daily 
on  the  Mar  Lodge  waters,  and  generally  succseeds  in 
securing  one,  two,  and  sometimes  three  a  day,  varying 
from  6lb.  to  121b.,  and  all  to  the  fly,  dressed 
to  her  own  designs,  by  Lamont,  Braemar.  _  On 
the  Durris  waters  five  fresh -up  fish  were  killed, 
scaling  from  171b.  to  201b.,  and  on  the  Blackball  Castle 
waters  one  of  19Jlb.  was  got,  while  on  the  lower  down 
sections  batter  sport  would  undoubtedly  be  had  were  it 
not  for  the  bright  weather  and  clear,  small  waters,  as  fish 
are  to  be  seen  plentifully  enough  in  the  various  pools  about 
Park,  Culter,  and  such  sections.  On  the  Den  excellent 
sport  has  been  had  every  day  during  the  past  three  weeks. 
On  the  Grandholm  waters  Prof.  Cash  and  others  have 
already  run  up  a  good  score.   On  the  Burgh  of  Kintors 
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waters  Messrs.  Low,  Campbell,  and  others  had  lots  of 
heavy  fish,  one  of  371b.  being  among  the  number.  On  the 
Ythan  tidal  sport  has  been  somewhat  irregular 
through  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  fair  baskets 
have  been  jcot  by,  amongst  others  fishing  from  the  hotel. 
Mr.  H.  E.  Gibbon  (London)  and  Master  Gibbon,  H.  W 
Da  vies  (London),  C.  L.  Drew,  Lieut.  Hill.  Thos.  G. 
J  raser  (Kettering),  and  others,  ranging  from  61b.  to  161b. 
Mr.  Drew  had  also  a  grilse  of  7|lb.  With  favourable 
weather  good  sport  may  be  reckoned  upon  well  into 
October.  On  the  Ugie,  anglers  are  getting  fair  finnock 
fishing,  but_  the  river  is  getting  too  small  and  clear  for 
the  best  being  made  of  it.  The  Duke  of  York  is  now 
*-G  M  °°  ^*  Delfur  with  Col.  and  Mrs.  Vivian. 

.  Doveroii  (Banffsliire).-There  is  little  progress  made 
m  this  river  by  the  angler.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
pooU,  but  very  shy  and  difficult  to  hook.  Of  late  the 
weather  has  been  exceedingly  bright  and  dry,  and  until  a 
spate  sets  m  fishing  will  contioue  backward.  There  have 
been  a  good  many  fish  taken  in  the  free  water  at  Huntly 
with  worm,  the  fly  being  of  no  use.  On  the  water  of  the 
Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  Mr.  Williams,  from  London,  last 
week  caught  a  fine  salmon  of  151b,,  and  two  others,  of 
6Jlb.  and  61b.  On  the  Netherdale  section  a  salmon  of 
61b.  was  killed  on  the  10th,  and  on  the  15th  one  of  171b. 
A  couple  of  fish  were  also  killed  on  the  Eden  water, 
borne  good-eized  sea  trout  have  been  got  on  the  free 
water  at  Banff,  and  fair  baskets  on  the  stream  at  King 
J!.dward,  which  flows  into  the  Deveron  about  five  miles 
from  its  source.— H.  W. 

Deveron  (Fifa  Arms  Hot  si.  BanfF).-Mr.  R.  C. 
Blundell,  London,  fishing  on  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water,  had 
S^M?,?-  «a.lmon,  201b.,  and  several  baskets  of  trout.  Mr 
P.  Williams,  from  the  Fife  Arms,  has  had  excellent  sport, 
two  fish  of  8ib.,  and  one  of  6ilb. ;  on  19th,  one  of  241b! 
Mr.  L/lay,  from  the  same  place,  had  a  nice  fish  of  61b. 

*  iBh  very  plentiful,  but  weither,  as  yet,  unfavourable  — 
J.  Ohisholm. 

South  of  Scotland.— Angling  is  about  at  a  standstill 
this  week  owm?  to  low  rivers  and  calm  weather.  During 
the  past  fortnight  the  weather  has  been  exceptionally  fine 
tor  this  time  of  the  year,  and  the  rivers  have  run  down  to 
a  low  sunimer  level.  With  bright  sunshine  and  no  wind 
on  the  waters  sport  has  declined  much,  and  herling  have  not 
been  rising  to  the  fly.  Generally  anglers  are  now  waiting 
on  tor  a  tall  of  rain  to  increase  the  size  of  the  rivers  and 
bring  on  a  run  of  back-end  salmon.  From  the  reports  to 
hand  a  goodly  number  of  fish  are  playing  about  the 
mouths  of  the  different  rivers,  and  a  flood  would  cause 
them  to  push  inland  at  once,  ^eavy  rain  fell  in  upper 
Nithsdeh  on  Tuesday,  though  the  rivers  were  unaffected. 
A  large  number  of  eels  have  died  of  late  in  the  rivers 
from  some  cause  or  other.  No  other  kind  of  fish  appear  to 
be  affected.  It  is  impossible  at  present  to  state  the  cause. 
Ihe  following  is  a,  note  of  the  sport  in  the  different  rivers  • 
IHE  Annan  -This  river  is  at  present  very  low  and  clear, 
or'Sntsunshme  daily  has  put  anglers  at  a  consider- 
able disadvantage  m  herling  fishing.  In  the  lower  reaches 
very  few  rods  have  been  out  this  week  during  the  day- 
time.  A  few  have  fished  after  dark  for  a  heriing  or  two. 
Sport  has  been  pretty  fair  in  Hoddom  Castle  water,  as 
also  in  the  Castlemilk  portion.  Mr.  Whitten  Manarie, 
iicclefechan  killed  fourteen  heriing  the  other  night,  with 
fly,  m  Hoddom  Castle  water,  and  one  of  Mr.  Brook's 
gardeners  killed  a  sea  trout  of  3Jlb.  with  the  night  fly. 
Several  other  rods  have  had  a  brace  of  sea  trout,  and  from 
SIX  to  eight  herling  have  been  caught  per  rod  at  night.  In 
the  other  reaches  the  sport  has  been  of  little  account  this 
week,  though  a  number  of  rods  have  had  four  or  five 
herling  per  night  with  fly.  In  the  pools  of  the  middle 
reaches  a  number  of  salmon  have  been  rising.  These  fish 
ascended  the  river  during  the  latter  end  of  July 
A  f*""®  PI''  ?^  August,  when  the  floods  pre- 
vailed. An  odd  salmon  or  two  are  beginning  to 
ascend,  and  one  or  two  were  noticed  iu  the  tidal  pools 
on  Tuesday  of  this  week.  There  cannot,  however,  be  any 
commencement  in  salmon  fishing  until  a  flood  or  two  takes 
place.  The  barometer  dropped  a  little  yesterday,  and  rain 
tell  for  an  hour  m  different  parts  of  the  district.  This 
morning  (Wednesday)  the  mercury  has  risen  again.  The 
NiTH.— Angling  has  declined  on  this  river,  though  a  few 
sea  trout  have  been  taken  after  dark  in  the  upper  waters 
SfDI'il'ar-  In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion  at  Thorn- 
bill  little  has  bsen  done  this  week.  The  most  of  the 
private  stretches  have  not  bsen  fished  for  over  a  week, 
and  salmon  fishing  will  not  begin  until  after  the  first  flood. 

*  ishing  13  at  a  stanjastill  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  river 
near  Dumfries.  The  Galloway  Rivers.— Nothing  is 
doing  at  present  on  the  rivers  of  this  district  beyond 
a.  few   email   catches    of   trout   taken   with    fly  in 

»n.h?''^°T'%i.'^°  •J'.?,^  I'^s   also  been 

oaught.  In  the  middle  waters  of  the  Ken  small 
catches  of  yellow  trout  were  taken  last  week  by  visitors 
iDd  local  rods.  The  lochs  have  not  been  doing  so  well  this 
week  owing  to  calm  weather.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and 
LiOCHS.- Very  poor  sport  has  been  had  on  the  rivers,  and 
Qo  trout  over  Jib.  or  so  has  been  caught  this  week.  On 

«;,>irf?rfl°  *  ^"^^  ^""^  S'aall  catches 

^li    *  *  DERWENT.-This  river  is  too  low  and 

0  ear  for  the  salmon  fly  this  week,  and  nothing  is  doing 

^^tWh!  ^  "^T^^"^  been  out 

%  ^^''i       ^^"^  t-'O"*  lia^e  been  caught 

Lo  lowL*^'''%J^'  Irt,  Calder,  and  other  waters  Le 
Kl?!;^  The  prospects  of  sport  among  salmon  would 
be  brightened  if  a  flood  would  come  now.  A  large  pike  of 
01b.  was  taken  m  one  of  the  lakes  last  week.  The  Eden 
n  tlf«  IT  Last  week  a  salmon  was  caught 

L«;r  ^"lenhaU  water,  and  one  was  also  taken  in  the  cargo 

HeL?eh?e.l!'"-    "^""^  '^'^'"^  - 

■■J^f^^l'^^V^^  practioaUy  been  no  sport  on  this  river 
•or  the  last  fortnight.   From  the  time  the  net  fishing 


closed  on  Aug.  26  anglers  have  only  had  one  good  week's 
fashing.  SinoB  then  there  has  been  nothing  but  bright 
sunshine  every  day,  and  little  or  no  sport.  Many  of  the 
best  beats  have  not  been  fished  during  the  past  week. 
There  is  no  getting  the  fish  to  rise.  Anglers  have  been 
trying  all  kinds  of  lures— the  prawn  being  most  in  evidence 
—but  witJi  very  indifferent  success.  On  Tuesday  there 
was  a  slight  change  in  the  weather  conditions,  and  anglers 
were  hopeful  of  a  good  flood.  There  were  a  few  showers 
throughout  the  eariy  part  of  the  day,  but  towards  evening 
the  sky  cleared  up.  A  good  spite  is  much  wanted.  Fishing 
on  Islamouth  beat  on  18th  inst..  Lord  Blythswood  caught 
two  gnlse,  weighing  81b.  each.  On  Upper  Cargill  water, 
°?io,?  ^'^ir  >nst.  Horace  Hutchison  landed  one  salmon 
ot  181b.  Messrs.  Arch.  Coats  and  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing 
°?  Fo??®'"  °°  12th  inst.,  killed  one  salmon 

of  231b.,  and  two  grilse,  of  TJlb.  and  4ilb. :  and  on 
14th  inst.,  one  salmon  of  191b.,  and  a  grilse  of  81b, 
Wishing  same  beat  on  17th  inst.,  Messrs.  Arch.  Coats  and 

ififK*-,?u"-  ^"""^^^         fine  fish,  of  251b., 

181b.,  91b  and  7Ib.  The  251b.  fish  was  caught  by  Lieut. 
Mon.  G  Boyle,  being  his  first  salmon.  Fishing  on 
Lower  Stobhall  beat  on  12th  inst.,  Lord  Warwick  landed 
^  f  l^^.V;  K^^^  °°  14th  inst.  Messrs.  Arch.  Coats 

and  Mr.  Kerr  killed  one  salmon  of  101b.— A  A 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann.— There  has  been  a  continuation  of  dry  weather 
since  last  report,  with  frost  at  night,  and  a  cloudless  sky 
and  bright  sunshine  during  the  day.  This  has  caused  the 
river  to  be  running  very  low  and  clear,  and  as  there  was 
not  a  cloud  to  veil  the  sun  for  the  past  seven  days  fish 
would  not  come  to  the  fly.  A  few  salmon  and  grilse  were 
taken  on  each  of  the  reaches  with  spoon  and  Devon 
minnow,  Caronroe  yielding  only  six,  from  3Hb.  to  101b 
and  Kilrea,  two,  91b.  and  131b.  As  the  frost  at  night  has 
caused  the  temperature  of  the  water  to  fall  a  few  degrees 
there  IS  a  better  prospect  of  sport  for  the  coming  week.— 
Daniel  O  Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  weather  in  the  past 
week  was  anything  but  favourable,  and  this,  with  the  very 
low  state  of  the  rivers,  and  the  chilly  nights,  almost 
suspended  angling  on  the  Lagan,  Six-mile,  Maine,  Ckdy, 
yaoile,  and  other  local  streams.  On  the  Dams  things 
were  not  much  better,  as  scarcely  a  fish  was  stirred, 
although  many  angers  were  out  on  Saturday,  Monday 
and  Wednesday.  What  is  wanted  badly  is  twenty-four 
hours  ram.  Until  it  comes  there  will  be  no  trouting  to 
speak  of.  Below  Molly  Wards  Locks  on  the  Lagan  a  local 
angler  kil^d  four  sea  trout,  heaviest  i21b  ,  on  Tuesday 
morning.  They  were  fresh  run  from  the  Lough,— J  A  B 
Cork  Rivers.— Sport  has  been  fair  at  odd  times  in  ali 
departments  since  last  report,  but  nothing  like  real  good 
sport  was  had  at  any  time  on  any  water.  The  prospects 
at  time  of  writing  are  better  all  round,  but  much  more 
ram  is  required  before  good  sport  can  be  expected. 
Anglers  are  now  hopeful  regarding  the  back-end  angling 
which  promises  well  at  this  jancture.— T  J  D 

County  Tyrone  Rivers.-The  past  was  another 
disappointing  week  on  the  Mourne.  Although  the  Newton- 
atewart  sections  were  persistently  whipped  only  two  or 
three  salmon  were  killed,  and  the  same  remarks  apply  to 
the  Derg,  Glenelly,  Finn,  &o.  Floods  are  badly  required 
in  these  streams.  The  Blaokwater  and  BaUinderry  are 
also  suffering  from  the  long-continued  drought.  Lake 
trout  are  up  both  streams,  but  they  do  not  rise  well  to  the 
fly,  bsing  more  susceptible  to  a  live  spinning  bait  or 
Devon  minnow,  from  their  very  pronounced  cannibalistic 
proclivities. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyaliannon  and  Belleek).  —  Bright 
weather  contmued  to  Sept.  17;  still  some  anglers  were 
out  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a  few  good  fish.  Dr. 
MoClella,nd  landed  one  salmon,  weighing  151b.,  on 
Sept.  14;  and  Mr  W.  B.  Johnson  took  another  fine 
salmon,  weighing  221b  on  Sept.  17.  Mr.  Nioholls  landed 
three  salmon-lOlb.  81b.,  and  71b.-during  the  past  week. 
At  time  ot  writing  the  weather  is  very  changeable-lookina 
and  some  ram  has  been  falling  at  intervals  during  the  past 
few  days,  and  altogether  the  prospects  of  sport  are  much 
better  tor  the  remaining  days  of  the  angling  season,  and 
some  good  spwt  is  expected.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons 

©alway  Rivers. -The  Corrib  is  running  down, 
balmon  are  gettmg  out  of  condition,  and  angling  may  be 
said  to  be  practically  over  for  this  season,  though  plenty 
ot  fair-conditioned  fish  are  in  the  river ;  but  they  have  the 
knack  of  staying  there.  The  season  closes  legaUy  on  the 
15th  prox.,  but  usually  the  lessees  terminate  it  previous  to 
that.  From  the  Spiddal,  Clare-Galway,  &o.,  there  is 
nothing  special  to  reoord.—J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Bi vers.— Generally  speaking,  sport  has  baen 
very  poor  even  on  the  most  favoured  waters.  At  time  of 
writing  however,  things  have  taken  a  decided  turn  for 
the  belter,  and  the  outlook  for  the  next  few  days  at  least 
IS  much  improved.— T.  J.  D. 

Kiaarney.— Sport  has  been  very  backward,  but  is 
showing  much  improvement  at  time  of  writing,  especially 
at  brown  trout.  The  prospects  for  the  back-end  angling 
are  now  good.— T.  J.  D. 

Lennon  (Eilmarcenau,  oo.  Donegal)  —  The 
season  termmates  on  this  well-known  river  on  the  last  day 
ot  October,  so  that  there  are  yet  five  clear  weeks  of  the 
season  to  oome._  The  stock  of  salmon  is  good,  and  on 
liougli  J!  em,  which  is  an  expansion  of  the  river,  very  good 
fronting  was  had  m  the  past  fortnight.  The  salmon  are 
m  good  condition,  though  the  Lennon  is  the  eariiest  river 
in  tbe  north,  as  clean  run  salmon  are  to  be  found  in  it  in 
January,  and  some  say  as  early  as  Christmas.— J.  A.  B 

Lough  Currano  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— The 
weather  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  last  report 
has  been  very  sultry  and  bright,  and  sport  has  not  been 
good.  Col.  Carruthers,  fishing  with  J.  J.  Sullivan,  had 
•It®  JP®^'  averaging  SJlb. ;  and  Mr.  Donegan,  fishing 
with  E.  Dennehy,  two  peal.   The  sea  trout  fishing  has 


been  fair  at  t  s,  the  best  basket  containing  nine  fish, 
i  uU  details  of  all  the  trout  fishing  have  not  been  recorded. 
Matters  are  improving  at  time  of  writing,  as  rain  is 
tailing.  Late  salmon,  with  some  peal  and  sea  trout,  are 
arriving. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougrh  Melvln.— Mr.  A.  Murphy  took  a  brown  trout 
ot  6i\h.  and  a  nice  gillaroo  trout,  weighing  21b.,  trolling 
on  15th  inst. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Lynch,  landed  a  fine  trout 
^fu  21b.,  trolling,  on  the 

14th  inst.  The  bright  weather  was  against  guccessfnl  fly 
fashing  for  trout,  but  still,  some  fine  gillaroo  trout  were 
taken  in  the  evenings.  Mr.  J.  Grove  caught  four  gillaroo 
trout  on  17th  inst.  (evening),  weighing  6Jlb.  (largest  fish 
^Ib.),  and  Mr.  E.  Mulhern  ciught  three  gillaroo  trout, 
weighing  41b.  Now  that  more  favourable  fishing  weather 
has  set  in  some  good  baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout 
will  be  had.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  c«. 
anajo).— Salmon  and  grilse  fishing  ended  on  rivers  Moy 
and  Conn,  on  16th  inst.,  but  sea  trout  fishing  continues 
until  Oct.  20.  Mr.  Percy,  two  grilse,  131b. ;  Mr.  White, 
three  'grilse,  221b. ;  Mr.  Aldridge  and  friend,  Mr.  Knox 
Mr.  Ormsby,  and  Mr.  Monson  are  getting  good  sea  trout 
fashing  on  this  part  of  the  river ;  best  take  to  one  rod, 
twenty,  171b.  A  good  number  of  pike  are  getting  on  the 
loughs.  Good  rough  shooting  to  be  had  down  the  estuary 
free.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-I  have 
been  on  the  sick  list  for  the  past  three  weeks,  and  have 
not  paid  any  attention  as  to  what  anglers  have  been  doing 
on  the  river.  I  hear,  however,  that  so  far  September  has 
been  very  disappointing  on  the  salmon  beats,  but  we 
expect  that  October  will  turn  out  better.  During  that 
month  also  pike,  roach,  and  perch  fishing  will  be  at  its 
best  on  lake  and  river.  The  best  bits  for  roach  have  not 
been  touched  yet. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— Fishing  has  been  quiet 
here  owing  to  the  very  dry  and  bright  weather.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  J.  C.  H.  Daniel  kUled,  Sept.  13,  one  salmon 
231b. ;  16th,  one  salmon,  181b.  On  Prospect,  the  fisher- 
men killed,  15th,  one  peal  5 Jib.  Very  few  trout  fishers 
have  been  out,  but  we  saw  to-day  a  nice  trout  of  51b., 
killed  in  the  early  morning.— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville).— Sport  is  showing  up 
very  much  on  the  above  waters,  but  not  many  anglers 
have  been  ont  since  last  report.  All  the  lakes  are  getting 
into  better  order,  but  more  rain  is  wanted  to  put  the 
different  waters  into  good  angling  trim.  The  back-end 
angling  promises  well  just  now.  The  season  ends  on 
Oct.  15.— T.  J.  D. 

SEA  PISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— On  favourable  days  good  sport  was 
had  at  pollack,  gurnard,  haddock,  garfish,  and  bream.— 
T,  J,  D. 

Ballycjtton.— Not  much  doing  at  present  in  any 
department.  Only  a  few  anglers,  however,  have  been  out 
occasionally.  Weather  now  too  rough  for  successful  sea 
angling.- T.  J,  D. 

Baltimore.— There  has  been  but  little  to  report  in  the 
line  of  sea  angling  since  last  report.  All  fish  usually  had 
are  reported  numerous  ;  but  the  weather  conditions  have 
been  very  much  against  angling.— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— We  are  havuig  a  second  summer,  and  sea 
as  calm  as  a  lake.  Numbers  of  boat  anglers  off  daily; 
catches— pout,  whiting,  and  flat-fish.  Prawns  abundant  in 
the  rocky  pools  at  Black  Rock.— H. 
_  Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Sport  has  been  very  good 
since  last  report  up  to  Saturday.  The  fish  principally  had 
were  pollack  (in  the  deep  sea  courses  along  the  rooky 
shores)  and  gurnard  and  whiting  (ia  rather  shallow  water, 
close  inshore,  over  a  sandy  bottom).  Rock  fishers  had 
generally  fair  sport.  Bass  are  very  numerous  at  several 
points,  but  have  given  little  or  no  sport  this  season  so  far. 

Darrynane  (oo.  Kerry).— Sport  has  been  fair  at 
pollack,  good  at  gurnard,  and  dull  among  other  fish. 
Weather  now  rather  wild,  and  angling  suspended  for  the 
present.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— The  last  days  of  the  week  ending 
Sept.  lo  witnessed  some  rare  sport  in  the  boats,  and  pier 
rodaters  also  made  some  good  returns,  Mr.  Pierpoint 
taking  first  honours  on  Saturday  with  a  61b.  cod  and  a 
codling  of  41b.  Mr.  C.  Leaver  and  Mr.  W.  Sexton, 
fashing  with  J.  Cook,  on  the  same  day,  brought  ashore 
seven  score  whiting  and  eleven  codling,  and  on  the 
following  day  their  catch  amounted  to  four  score  and 
eleven.  Messrs.  W.  Burgess,  Todd,  and  Wickbam  brought 
in  eleven  and  a  half  score  of  whiting ;  and  Messrs.  J. 
Todd  and  Watson,  eighteen  score.  Sanday's  pier  anglers 
—Messrs.  Leworthy,  Bond,  Waddell,  Brown,  Titmns, 
Bowles,  Glen,  Mackaness,  Howells,  Hawkes,  J.  Handley 
H.  S.  Simmonds,  T.  H.  Dowson,  and  J.  Reeks— did  but 
httle,  Mr.  Waddell's  early  morning  catch  of  fourteen 
codling  being  far  and  away  the  best  of  the  day.  Mr. 
^ates  and  Mr.  Dear,  fishing  with  J.  Goymer,  landed 
twelve  score  of  whiting  and  dabs.  The  pier  bristled  with 
rods  on  Monday,  wielded  by  Messrs.  Newman,  Manico, 
Smith,  Collins,  R.  Richardson,  Rowson,  Simmonds, 
Leworthy,  Kimpton,  Bottoms,  Dickson,  Humphries, 
Oastle,  and  others,  including  Mrs.  and  Miss  Hawkins,  Miss 
Turner,  Miss  Newman,  Mrs.  Manico,  and  other  ladies.  Sport 
proved  very  poor,  though  the  few  fish  taken  were  of  good 
size  and  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Boat  fishing  yielded 
well,  Messrs.  King,  Godfrey,  and  Brookbank  having  nine 
Ecore ;  Messrs.  Collins,  Hall,  and  Winter,  nine  and  a  half 
score  ;  Messrs.  Burgess,  Todd,  and  Wickham,  seven  score; 
Mr.  A.  Hiyson  and  Mr.C.  Leaver,  seven  and  a  half  score; 
Mr.  E.  Brown  and  his  son,  fishing  with  G.  Baker,  jun., 
the  champion  catch  of  the  season,  twenty-two  score  of 
whitmg  and  thirty-one  flatfish  ;  and  Dr.  De  Souzzi  and 
his  nephew,  four  score.  Mr.  Webber  and  Mr.  Waddell 
secured  a  dozen  nice  codling  from  the  pier  on  Tuesday 
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morning ;  Mr.  Turner  took  five  pollack ;  Mr.  Couzens, 
four;  and  Mr.  Flayson,  four;  bat  the  day's  fishing  proved 
unsatisfactory.  Dr.  Da  Sonzzi  realised  fair  sport  while 
boat  fishing  with  Mr.  J.  Cook,  having  two  score  of  fine 
whiting  and  a  ojlb.  cod.  Pier  ranks  were  augmented  on 
Wednesday  by  the  addition  of  Measrs.  Bashnell,  Harding, 
James,  Hiokmott,  C.  Pilmer,  Mrs  Taylor,  and  others  ;  but 
the  day's  catch,  though  a  very  mixed  one,  did  not  total 
two  score  alrogether. — J.  Eichardson. 

Deal. — The  weather  lately  has  been  fine,  and  anglers 
have  had  extraordinary  sport  amongst  the  whiting,  and 
some  flatfish  from  the  bay,  and  week-end  brought  several 
anglers  down,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  three  good 
days.  Saturday,  Messrs.  Burgess  and  Wickham,  with 
Billy  Baker,  eleven  and  a  half  ecore  ;  Alderman  Balls 
and  Mr.  Bewers,  with  Bob  Betta,  three  eoore;  and 
Sunday,  nineteen  score.  Sunday,  Messrs.  A.  Todd  and 
Eobert  Watson,  eighteen  and  a  half  score ;  Messrs. 
Tautz  and  Taylor,  two  good  days  ;  Messrs.  Vanghan  and 
Slade  and  several  other  gentlemen  have  had  good  sport. 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  Mr.  Nunn,  with  J.  Marsh,  over 
ten  score ;  and  Messrs.  Burgsss  and  Wickham,  thirteen 
score.  Monday,  Mr.  Horace  Winter,  with  H.  Marsh,  nine 
and  a  half  Ecore  ;  Mr.  Behr,  four  score.  Tides  suit  well, 
week-end  and  well  into  next  week.  To-day,  Wednesday, 
wind  northerly  first  part  of  day  and  moderate,  which 
checked  the  fish  from  feeding.  Mr.  H.  Slade  and  friend, 
about  three  score  ;  and  myself,  with  two  gentlemen  and 
one  lady,  on  the  slack  of  the  tide,  two  score  and  a  half  ; 
and  Mr.  Behr,  two  and  a  half  score. — Edwaed  Hanger 
(Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Kenwyn,  North  Parade. 

Dici^le; — On  the  whole,  the  sea  angling  returns  at  and 
around  this  station  have  been  good  since  last  report, 
especially  in  the  line  of  pollack.  Rook  fishing  fair,  and 
improving.  Later. — Heavy  sea  on  ;  angling  suspended. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Powey  (Cornwall).  —  Boat  anglers  continue  to 
have  good  epott  with  large  pollock  and  dory.  Thomas 
Grose  (boatmac)  caught  five  dories  the  other  day,  three 
weighed  olb.  each,  and  the  others  about  41b.  each. — H. 

Hastings. —  We  have  been  enjoying  delightful  weather 
during  the  last  week.  Wind  mostly  inland,  consequently 
the  sea  has  been  in  excellent  condition  for  boat  anglers, 
who  have  enjoyed  good  spott.  Mr.  Potter  (B.S.A.8.)  ani 
friend,  out  with  Tom  Streeter  again  this  week,  had  jaat 
over  ten  score  of  whiting  and  flats.  This  is  only  a  fair 
simple  of  what  others  have  been  doing.  Thirteen  members 
of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling  Association 
visited  Dnngenesa  on  Monday,  and,  fishing  from  the  beach 
with  rod  and  line,  captured  230  silver  whiting,  nine  cod- 
ling (heaviest  4ilb  ),  and  fourteen  flounders.  The  piers 
and  harbour  have  yielded  a  few  good  fish,  principally  flits. 
I  have  heard  of  two  odling  being  secured  at  the  St. 
Leonards  Pier  of  about  21b.  each.  Later. — Mr.  Hand- 
cock  and  friends,  from  Tunbridge  Wells,  out  on  Sept.  19 
with  "  Timper,"  541b.  weight  of  whiting,  dabs,  and 
gurnard.— H.  D. 

Ply  mouth.— There  are  plenty  of  fish  of  all  kinds  to  be 
caught  at  present.  Some  nice  catches  of  bais  have  been 
taken  in  the  Hamoaze  ;  they  seem  to  frequent  the  district 
where  the  dredging  is  in  operation.  No  doubt  plenty  of 
food  stuff  is  being  disturbed  by  the  dredgers.  Pollack  are 
being  taken  in  Cattewater  in  goodly  numbers,  but  the 
best  and  largest  fish  are  to  be  found  in  the  Sound.  The 
pouting  are  running  a  very  good  size  jast  now,  and  several 
dozens  per  boat  cm  be  taken  in  a  couple  of  hours  of  a 
morning.  I  have  heard  reports  of  several  octopi  being 
hooked.  There  must  evidently  be  a  lot  of  them  in  the 
Sound.  There  is  plenty  of  rod  fishing  on  the  various  piers 
and  jetties,  and  bass  are  still  on  the  feed  at  the  Rame  and 
Penlee  Points. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A  S.). 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  having  good  sport 
with  small  whiting,  dabs,  &c.  Boat  anglers  are  having 
good  eport  in  the  bay  with  whiting,  mackerel,  gurnard, 
&c.  Isaac  Webster  (boatman)  and  party  caught  thirteen 
score  of  whiting  a  few  days  ago.  The  larger  "  billet"  have 
not  come  in  yet. — H. 

Southend  and  Leigh.— The  autumn  and  winter  sea 
fishing  season  has  now  fairly  commenced,  and  as  far  as 
cm  be  ascertained,  is  well  up  to,  if  not  above,  the  average. 
The  fish,  principally  flounders,  are  fairly  plentiful  and  of 
good  size,  the  smaller  ones  being  taken  mostly  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  pier.  Smelts  have  been 
taken  in  large  numbers,  and  I  hear  of  a  few  mullet  having 
been  landed,  but  have  not  seen  any.  Coal  fish  were 
obafrved  here  last  year;  this  season  I  have  neither  seen 
nor  heard  of  them.  Mr.  Reeves,  of  the  B.8.A.S.,  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  capture,  on  the  ICth  inst.,  of  a 
very  fine  shad,  a  most  uncommon  fish  in  these  parts.  The 
best  baits  now  are  lug- worm  and  shrimp  (alive  or  boiled). 
There  is  every  prospect  of  a  fine  week-end,  although  fog 
is  likely,  but  as  high-water  is  about  mid-day  it  will  be 
necessary  to  start  and  finish  early  or  late.  The  best  spots 
just  DOW  are  by  the  Knock  Buoy,  in  the  Ray,  and  between 
the  Sewer  and  Lowway  Buoys.  Recently  flounders  of 
large  size  have  been  very  plentiful  by  the  Crow  Stone,  but 
for  some  reason  they  seem  to  have  deserted  that  ground. 
Weather  fine,  tut  hazy  on  the  water. — Charles  Hussey 
(B  S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sport  has  generally  been  of  a  good  de- 
scription iince  last  report,  the  best  takes  being  had  in  the 
late  evenings.  On  one  day  four  anglers  had  239  fish 
(orincipally  gurnard  and  whiting)  in  about  five  hours. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — A  few  anglers  have  been  out  occaeion- 
ally,  and  sport  has  bsen  fair  at  various  fish.  At  time  of 
writing  (Tuesday)  the  sea  is  too  rough,  and  sea  angling  is 
suspended,  _  The  small  bay  is  reported  to  be  literally 
Bwarming  with  bottom  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Walmer  (Kent).— The  fish  are  coming  in  (arly  this 
year,  and  are  very  pletitlful — whiting,  p'aice,  pou*ing,  and 
cod — and  of  good  size.  I  went  down  towards  Ramsgate 
(about  six  miles  from  my  plac3),  single-handed,  and  caught 


120  good  fish  in  two  and  a  half  hours,  and  could  have  had 
as  many  more,  but  as  it  was  getting  late  I  had  to  steer  for 
home.  The  mackerel  boats  are  doing  well,  and  cod  are 
being  takeu  within  two  cable  lengths  of  my  house — the 
Lord  Nelson.— J.  R.  Doughty  (B.S.A.S.). 


Ilngling  '^ixixttes, 

Septembar  23.  ~ 

Aberoorn  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Clissold:  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Rickmansworth, 

Harcsurt :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Hoxton  Brothers :  Match  at  Harlow. 

Leytonstone  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Serapis  :  Outing  to  Littleport. 

Walthamstow  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

White  Hart :  Prizs  outing. 
September  25. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  C  jnoert  and  visit. 
Septembar  27. 

Oglander :  Outing  to  Broxbourne. 
Stptsmber  29. 

(iresham  :  Dinner  at  Chasham. 


Sept.  30. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

,,  30. — Brompton  :  Supper  match. 

,,  30. — Collingwocd  :  Monthly  prize  outing. 

,,  30.— Cosy  :  Outing  to  Tonbridge. 

,,  3[). — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Rich-nond. 

,,  30. — Dalston  :  Prize  outing. 

,,  30. — Dibdin  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

„  30.— Eirlsfield  :  Outing. 

,,  30. — Bast  Dulwich  Anglers  :  Match  at  Palborongh. 

,,  30. — Islington  Brothers  :  Match  in  the  Stort. 

,,  30.— Jubilee:  Match  at  Denham. 

,,  30. — United  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  30. — Wandsworth  Pise  itorials  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

„  30.— West  Green:  Oating. 

Oct,  1.— Dibdin  :  Visit. 

,,  4  — Park  :  Oating  to  Ware, 

,,  5. — Holloway:  Outing. 

,,  6. — Greeham  :  Oating  to  Laigh. 

,,  7. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Priz3  outin}. 

,,  7. — Blenheim  :  Oating. 

,,  7. — Clapham  Strollers  :  Match. 

,,  7.— Elgin  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  7. — Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Ashurst. 

,,  7. — Junior  Piecatorials  :  Raving  match. 

„  7. — Stockwell :  Prize  outing. 

,,  14. — Allason  United  :  Prize  outing. 

,,  15. — Covent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

,,  20.— Cobden:  Concert. 

,,  21.— Queen's  Piaoatorials  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

„  21.— Park :  Outing  to  Ware. 
Nov.  14. — A.B.S.  :  Competition  at  Richmond. 


2^eirotts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazstte,  St. 
Ihmstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Sjciety,  Spread  Eagle,  Kings- 
land-road,  Shoreditch,  on  Tuesday  next,  Sept.  25. 
Anglers  and  friends  who  will  favour  us  with  their  company 
will  oblige. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— The  nexb  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  cn  Friday  evening,  Sept.  28, 
at  8  30.  At  the  last  meeting  Mr.  J.  W.  Harria,  visiting 
officer  Western  District,  opened  the  donation  box  of  the 
late  Bomore  Angling  Society,  which  contained  Is.  10|d. — 
R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Soc'.efcy.— Angling  Com- 
petition,— Committee  Rooms,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blen- 
heim-crescent, Netting  Hill,  near  Metropolitan  and 
Central  London  Railways;  committee  meetings  every 
Thursday  at  8.30  p.m.  —  The  gentlemenfrom  various 
societies  were  present  oa  the  13th,  and  ofiicers  and 
oommi  tee  elected.  Ben  Abrahams,  honorary  secretary; 
J.  W.  Harris,  chairman ;  C.  Chaplais,  vice-chairman 
and  treasurer ;  Mr.  Adams,  the  offioiil  A.B.  box  carrier. 
The  committee  was  made  ud  from  gentlemen  repre- 
senting various  societies.  Will  gentlemen  from  any 
society  kindly  attend  and  be  added  to  the  committee  list  ? 
The  A.B.  cause  is  a  good  one,  and  let  us  hope  to  have  the 
honour  of  all  good  and  true  disciples  of  Old  Izaak  to 
further  and  champion  the  A.B.  cause.  Also,  will  societies 
send  on  any  small  prize  ?  I  am  pleased  to  state  we  have 
twenty-five  priz3S  for  the  first  week's  canvas.  Mrs.  Messam, 
of  the  Pigeons  Hotel,  Richmond,  writes  me  that  she  is  only 
too  pleased  to  have  the  competition  there  again.  She  will 
offer  a  magnificent  dinner  service.  Place  and  date  of  com- 
petition is  Nov.  4, 1900,  from  Richmond  Lock  to  Teddington 
Lock ;  one  rod  ;  all  fisti  except  pope,  bleak,  mianows,  j  ick, 
and  eels  are  to  weigh.  Farther  particulars  later  on.  1  will 
announce  prizes  in  full  shortly  in  F.  O.  Every  angler  can 
compete,  and  tickets  on  sale  shortly. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Abercom  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction, — Since  last  report 
only  Messrs,  A.  Painter,  7ilb.  bream ;  and  E.  Stnokey, 
61b.  lOoz.  bream  and  barbel.   Members  please  note  outing 


on  Sept.  23,  at  Shepperton ;  train  8  3  from  Clapham 
Junction  ;  return  7  55  from  Shepperton. — A.  Painter. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  WeU-street,  Hackney,  N.E.— Our  match 
at  St.  Margaret's  last  Sunday,  although  very  enjoyable  as 
an  outing,  was  not  a  euocess  as  regards  the  takes  of  fish. 
The  five  prizes  offered  were  taken,  five  members  managing 
them.  The  prize  for  the  best  fish  of  the  day  was  won  by 
Mr.  Yeowell,  with  a  perch;  Mr.  C.  Bunyon  was  second, 
with  roach  ;  H.  Bunyon,  third  ;  Mr.  J.  Hooper,  fourth  ; 
and  Buxton,  fifth.  Mr.  Gibson  offers  a  silver  medal  or 
chain  for  the  best  fish  weighed-in  on  Sept.  23,  and  Mr. 
Inkereole  will  give  a  prize  for  the  first  roving  match  on  the 
Thames.  Our  delegates  to  the  A.  A.  gave  their  report  of  » 
the  last  meeting,  for  which  they  received  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks. — Alf.  Fenton. 

Alleson  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill 
Gate,  W. — Thirty  members  were  present  at  the  meeting 
on  Sept.  19.  Mr.  Sutton  was  elected  a  working  member. 
All  cflicers  were  elec'^ed  for  the  ensuing  quarter,  and 
Messrs.  Wheeler  aud  B.  Jackson  gave  in  their  Thames 
Re-stcoking  Atscciation  report,  aid  Ben  and  E.  Jackson 
gave  in  their  A. A.  delegate  reports,  the'whole  of  whicti 
was  passed,  and  satisfactory.  We  fish  a  club  competition 
for  prizes  on  Oct.  14  from  Eton  li  lad  Bridge  to  Surly 
Hall.  Conditions  :  Two  rods ;  all  fith  in  season  to  weigh, 
except  jack,  eels,  and  minnows  ;  start  by  the  8.43  a.m.  on 
Oct,  14;  the  match  is  roving;  cease  fishing  at  dusk; 
register  names  at  Waterman's  Arms,  Brocas  Lme,  on 
arrival,  or  to  the  secretary  or  chairman  ;  we  also  assemble 
at  the  same  house  for  tea  and  refreshments.  Mr.  Wheeler 
was  thanked  for  the  able  manner  he  has  turned  out  the 
new  box  for  us.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed 
the  business. — Ben  Abrahams, 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald- 
faced  Stag,  Worship-square.— On  Sept.  16  some  good 
roach  and  bream  were  on  show.  Members  please  note 
outing  Sept.  30,  St.  Margarets  to  Rye  House.  Another 
new  member  made.  Have  still  room  for  ore  or  two  good 
working  members. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road.  Clerkenwell.— 
On  Sept.  16  best  part  of  our  members  took  part  in  the 
priza  outing,  and,  taking  into  consideration  the  brightness 
of  the  water,  we  had  a  good  show  of  fish.    The  following 
were  the  successful  ones:  Messrs.  Shury,  roach,  first;  A 
Lambert,  roach,  second;  Payne,  roach,  ih'rd;  Breals-  I 
forth,  roach  and  dice,  fourth ;  Fryett  and  J.  Nunn,  B. 
sen,,  rudd  and  perch.    Other  m''mbers  were  out,  but  met  M 
winh  no  spoit. — A,  Cripps.  y 

Battersea  FrioAaiv   Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Sept.  16  the  result  of 
our  match  ended  as  follows:  Mr.  R.  Diing,  first,  with  , 
7ib.  lOoz.,  one  roach,  l^lb. ;  no  other  prizes  taken.  Mem- 
bers wishing  to  take  put  in  our  match  with  the  Stockwell 
Angling  Society  on  Oct.  7  at  Yalding  are  requested  to 
send  in  their  names  as  soon  as  possible.    Mr.  Thomas  ; 
Kimber  was  elected  an  honorary  member  at  our  last  , 
meeting. — A.  Dejongk.  i 
Blaokfriars  Angling  Society.  Imperial  Hotel, ' 
Southwark-street,  S.B. — Several  members  weighed-in  on  ' 
Sept.  16:  Mr,  Frank  Jones,  roach,  several  up  to  16az,  | 
each;  Mr.  Wheelhouse,  roach  ;  Mr,  W,  Stone,  tench  and 
rudd.    Mr.  G.  Etherington  was  elected  a  working  member. 
— J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Nottmg  HiU.— Since  my  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in  :  Wilkins,  roach  and  dace, 
101b.  33Z.  ;  Belton,  31b.  5|oz. ;  Messrs.  Hunt,  Wilson, 
Dagworthy,  Pratt  also  had  fish.  We  fish  our  next  club 
match  at  'Taplow  on  Oct.  7,  conditions  later.  Concerning 
A.B.S.  Thames  competition,  the  committee  meetings  are 
held  at  above  house  every  Thursday,  until  further  notice. 
Our  appeal  was  not  quite  so  warmly  responded  to  as 
expected,  as  not  many  clubs  were  represented.  I  hope 
secretari  s  will  take  this  as  a  notice,  and  if  they  are  unable 
to  send  delegates  will  setd  a  prize  of  some  kind.  Ben  " 
has  succeeded  in  getting  six  prizes  from  publicans  at 
Richmond.— C.  Chaplais, 

Bloomsbnzy  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Sept.  16  Mr.  F.  S. 
Pdvett  weighed-in  bream  and  roach,  111b.  Sjoz, ;  Mr.  J. 
Roach,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  bream;  Mr, 
F.  W.  Stocker  and  Mr.  C.  Davis,  roach.— T.  Pater- 
noster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road.  —  Our  competition  was  well  attended,  but 
sport  was  greatly  interfered  with  by  the  continuous 
stream  of  boats  passing.    Three  out  of  the  four  prizes  ^ 
offered  were  taken  by  Messrs.    Pritchard,  Cain,  and  \  I 
Holmes,  the  weights  being  small.    Two  competitions  are  " 
down  for  the  27th  and  29ch,  the  former  in  the  Dee  and 
the  latter  in  the  RnfPord  Canal,  the  prizes  offered  for  each 
contest  being  substantial;  the  arrangemsnts  are  left  in  J 
the  hands  of  the  appointed  captains.    At  the  rneeting  on  I 
Tuesday  last  the  prizes  won  in  above  competition  were  ? 
presented  by  the  chairman,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  recorded 
to  Mr.  Everett  (of  Ellesmere),  for  his  presentation  of  a 
prize  and  a'sj  for  bis  offer  to  supply  refreshments  to  our 
members  who  attend  the  contest— Rudd. 

Brunswick  Brothers  AngllUK  SooMy,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.  — Several 
members  were  out  on  Sept.  16,  but  sport  ruled  quiet,  only 
four  members  weighing-in :  Mr.  T.Tucker,  roach  and  bream ; 
Mr.  C.  Parmenter,  bream  and  perch ;  Mr.  R,  Harvey, 
bream ;  and  Mr.  T.  Cole,  bream.  I  hope  members  will 
not  forgat  our  outing  on  Sept.  23  to  Hatfield  Peverel;  all 
to  go  down  on  the  morning.  We  made  another  new 
working  member  last  week. — A.  Robertson. 

Burlington  Piscatorial  s.  The  Burlington,  West- 
bourne  Park,  W.— A  very  successful  meeting  was  held  on 
Sept.  19.   Two  new  members  were  proposed  and  elected. 
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Not  many  fish  have  been  weighed-in  during  the  past  week. 
The  next  meeting  will  take  place  on  Oct.  3.— J.  W. 
Morgan. 

uaMubzld^o  Heath  Bsrotho^ji  Assfling  Ooolety, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  N.B.— The  three  remaining  prizes  left  over  from 
Sept.  9  were  got  off  on  Sept.  16  by  Mr.  R.  Anderson 
coming  in  eighth  with  a  nice  show  of  roach;  Mr.  C. 
Hazard,  ninth,  with  roach ;  and  Mr.  B.  Sawyer,  jan., 
tenth,  with  roach,  bream,  and  chub.  Mr.  R.  Nursey 
weighed-in  a  splendid  lot  of  dace  and  a  chub  ;  also  Mr.  H. 
Smith  had  roach ;  Mr.  J.  Baines,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  B. 
Argent,  roach.  Next  Tuesday  being  quarterly  night,  I 
should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  for  the  general  business 
of  electing  officers,  &c.  Dont  forget  the  roach  gross 
weight  for  this  month.— B.  H.  Argent. 

(<ainden  An^Ung  Sooiecy,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— We  had  a  fair 
show  on  Sept.  16.  Messrs.  Parker,  roach  and  dace,  from 
Windsor,  91b.;  Fuller,  jack,  71b.  2oz, ;  Mann,  roach, 
41b.  loz. ;  Cook,  roach.  31b.  lOoz. ;  T.  Dykes,  barbel, 
31b.  2Joz.  ;  A.  C.  Hoodless,  roach,  31b.  9Joz. ;  T,  Dykes 
and  Brock  also  had  roach. — R.  Makshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westboume  Park,  W.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  16  :  W,  Fayers,  roach,  largest  over  lib. ;  A.  Hard- 
cistlo,  roach ;  B,  Tarham,  roach  and  dace ;  W.  Flight, 
roach  ;  Springer,  roach.  A.  Hardcastle  weighed-in  during 
the  week.— W.  B,  F. 

Clapbau  Jnnatloa  Angling  eosiet^,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapbam  Junction,  8.W.— 
The  members  fished  their  fifth  day's  outing  at  Guildford 
on  Sept.  16,  when  Mr.  A.  Ward  was  the  only  memVer  who 
was  successful  in  getting  a  prize.  Committee  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Monday  next,  and  locale  of  another  match 
to  be  settled  on  our  meeting  night,  Sept.  26.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  StroUeiTB  £,ngling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  8.W.— On  Sept.  16  Mr.  H. 
Crowther  weighed-in  a  nice  jack;  Messrs.  Stanley,  jack; 
Pearce,  roach ;  Down,  roach.  On  Sept.  18  Mr.  Down 
had  some  roach.  Our  next  match  takes  place  on  Oct,  7. — 
Hon,  Sec. 

Cobaen  Angling  Sooldt?,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal 
road,  Westboume  Park,  W.— Oar  match  on  Sept.  16  at 
Taplow,  considering  the  state  of  the  river,  was  a  great 
success.  Thirty-five  members  answered  the  roll  call. 
Twenty-five  members  registered  fish,  with  the  following 
result :  First,  Messrs.  J.  Edwards ;  second,  H.  Challen  ; 
third,  T.  Marsh ;  fourth,  T,  Collins ;  fifth,  J.  Dunn ; 
sixth,  B.  Baker  ;  seventh,  A.  Howland ;  eighth,  W. 
Dunn  ;  ninth,  G.  Perham  ;  tenth,  T.  Twyman  ;  eleventh, 
R.  Webb ;  twelfth,  G.  Percival  ;  thirteenth,  J.  Godfrey, 
At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  it  was  agreed  that  Mr 
George  Pettit  should  manage  our  concert,  which  takes 
place  on  Saturday,  Oct.  20,  at  the  club-house.  I  am  sure 
it  could  not  be  in  better  bands.  I  hope  members  will 
please  note  the  date. — A.  S.  H. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Scoiety,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfriars-road,  S.B.  —  On  Sept.  16 
Messrs.  Jarrett  and  Ball,  fine  tiaya  of  roach  and  bream ; 
Malal3one,  dace ;  A.  EUey,  perch  and  roach ;  B.  Elsey, 
roach;  Seeley,  jack,  peroh,  and  bream.  All  members 
attend  next  Wednesday,  the  26th,  to  settle  prizes  and  place 
of  monthly  outing.— F,  P.  SoBftE. 

Cosy  Angllsig  Booiety,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  8.W.— Our  last  outing  was  a 
complete  success.  The  prizes  w«re  taken  as  follows : 
Messrs,  J.  T.  White,  first ;  H.  Sheekey,  second ;  and 
F.  Ross,  third.  A.  George  also  weighed-in  carp  and  jack. 
We  have  an  outing  to  Tonbiidga  on  Sept.  30,  for  four 
prizes.  Mr,  G.  Portbury  was  elected  a  working  member, 
—J.  White, 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  Sept.  16  Messrs.  Cutbush, 
Hopping,  and  John  Massey  had  good  shows  of  roach  anc 
perch,  Messrs.  Cutbush,  Massey,  and  Beach  were  out 
again  on  Tuesday  last,  but  am  sorry  to  say  they  had  a 
blank.  A  competition  will  take  place  at  Shepperton  on 
Oct.  15  for  special  prizes  given  by  Meesrs.  Montgomery 
MuUer,  Thwaitas,  and  Beach.- W.  M, 

.Lsalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms 
Erownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Sept.  16  a  good  many 
members  out.  Messrs.  R.  Patram,  P.  Davison,  A.  Wild, 
W,  Thompson,  and  T,  Thompson  had  a  very  fine  show  of 
roach,  perch,  and  bream,  some  of  the  perch  scaling  over 
lib.  On  Tuesday,  Sept.  18,  a  full  attendance,  when  it 
was  decided  that  the  outing  on  Sept.  30  should  take  place 
at  Windsor,  full  particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  club- 
house. It  was  also  decided  that  we  should  have  a  Netting 
and  Restocking  Box.— S.  Malby, 

Dnke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo 
All  Saints' -road,  Westboume  Park,— Most  of  ourmembsrs 
have  been  out  during  the  week.  Messrs.  Perry,  roach 
9ib.  4oz. ;  Bradshaw,  roach,  41b.  15oz. ;  A.  Barrett,  dace 
31b.  9oz. :  Severns,  roach,  31b.  5oz. ;  Father,  roach 
31b.  13oz.  ;  Lane,  roach,  21b.  14oz.  ;  Major,  chub, 
31b.  7ioz. ;  Elves,  roach,  21b.  4oz. ;  Fletcher,  roach, 
31b,  9i,z,  Our  next  match  of  the  season  will  be  at 
Rickmansworth  on  Sept.  23.— W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Barlsfield,  8.W.— Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on 
Sept.  30  ;  place  to  be  arranged  next  Tuesday.  I  hope 
there  will  be  a  good  attendance  at  our  next  meeting,  as 
a  sea  outing  might  be  arranged.  Mr.  Monk  weighed-in 
jack  on  Monday  last  from  the  Mole,  71b.  13oz. ;  also 
good  show  of  roach. — E.  H.  Lane. 

iEast  Dulwicli  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel 
East  Dulwich,  S.E.— At  the  meeting  on  Monday  last  it 
was  decided  by  the  members  that  for  every  pound  of  fish 
weighed-in  one  penny  shall  be  paid  into  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  by  the  member  weighing-in.  The 
postponed  outing  will  take  place  at  Fnlborough  on 


Sept.  30.  Quarter  night  next  Monday,  Sjpt.  24;  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend.  Mr.  G.  Smith,  of  this 
society,  had  a  very  successful  time  with  roach,  perch,  and 
bream  on  the  Onse  at  Southery  last  week. — E.  Dyball. 

ISlgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W.— Our  trays  were  well 
filled  on  Sept.  16,  when  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
Bush,  roach;  Biyliss,  peroh;  W.  Clarke,  roach;  Love, 
roach  ;  and  Grainger,  roach. — G.  King. 

Friend  ship  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Wellington, 
High-street,  Shoreditch.— On  Sept.  16  we  had  a  good 
show  of  fish :  Mr.  Muller,  roach,  chub,  and  perch ;  Mr. 
Heri)ert,  roach ;  Mr,  Holmes,  roach;  Mr.  Lentz,  roach. 
Thursday,  Oct.  4,  being  quarterly  night,  I  hope  members 
will  not  forget  to  attend,  as  we  have  important  business  to 
do. — J.  Levien. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
Sept.  16  Messrs.  James  Mitchell,  Verity,  and  Pain  had 
fish.  On  the  18th  Mr.  Verity  weighed-in  roach.  If 
members  wish  for  a  flourishing  fishicg  club  they  must 
show  up  better,  or  it  will  die  of  inanition. — A,  W. 
Ellins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Orown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch.— On  Sept.  16  Mr.  Thompson  brought 
in  161b.  of  good  class  roach.  Messrs.  Maybury,  Philpott, 
and  Murphy  showed  good  class  roach.  I  tiu3t  members 
will  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  a  question  of  great  impor- 
tance will  be  brought  on,  and  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
management  committee.  Two  new  members  made. — R. 
Mdrphy. 

Saxoonirt  Angling  Society,  Harcomt  Arms, 
Harconrt-street,  N.W.— We  fished  our  match  at  Cookham 
on  Sept.  16,  but  there  were  only  three  prizes  taken,  the 
top  weight  beiB?  21b.  lOoz.  The  remaining  prizes  are 
open  for  Sept.  23  and  30.  We  had  a  few  nice  roach  from 
the  Thames  as  well  as  those  taken  in  the  match. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Hi] 
street,  Harlesden.— The  outing  to  Cowley_  Peachey  on 
Sept.  16  resulted  in  a  blank,  no  prizes  being  taken.  It 
remains  to  be  fished  again.  Announcement  will  be  duly 
notified  in  F.  G.  Mr.  Ide,  fishing  on  Saturday,  had  a 
good  show  of  roach,  one  going  lib.  9jz.— W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oab  Angling  Sooievy,  Ye  Olde  Crowo; 
182,  Bii3k-lane.  Bethnal  Green-road.— On  S^t.  16  our 
members  had  a  nice  show  of  fish.  Rusaell,  roach,  and  the 
other  members  were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  On  Sept._23 
we  go  to  Burnt  Mill  Lock  to  Harlow  Lock  ;  start  fishing 
on  the  arrival  of  first  train ;  leave  off  5  30  — H.  Bagshaw. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society.  Holloway  istation 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N.— Messrs.  G.  and  T.  Johnson,  fishing 
the  upper  Thames,  had  good  sport  with  roach,  perch,  and 
dace.  Mr.  A.  Clayton  weighed-in  a  rudd  of  lib,,  and  also 
a  good  take  of  roach,  perch,  and  bream  from  Shefford 
Final  arrangements  were  made  for  our  outing  on  Oct.  5 
at  our  club  water  at  Leighton. — A.  C.  Clayton, 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Fiscatorial  Society 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow.- On  Wednesday 
night  we  had  a  very  large  attendance.    Messrs.  H 
Hamilton  and  E.  T.  James  were  elected  members.  A 
dace  competition  in  the  Thames  has  been  arranged,  of 
which  due  notice  will  be  given  to  members.    Our  members 
have  been  doing  well.    Mr.  C.  A.  Duke,  some  fine  trout 
and  dace  (two  dace  weighing  lljoz.  and  12oz.)  from  the 
Wick ;  Messrs.  Whenman,  Coles,  and  Herrons,  roach ; 
Mr.  Brougham,  roach  and  dace,  and  some  nice  chub  from 
the  Crane ;  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  191b.  of  good  roach  one  day 
and  Mr,  A.  Smith,  roach  and  chub.— J.  M.  Beougham, 

Hounsii»ld  Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden  Lion 
Lower  Edmonton. — We  had  a  fair  show  of  fish  on  Sept.  16 
Mr.  S.  E.  J<n' sheading  the  list  with  a  nice  show  of  roach 
Mr.  E.  Watling,  W.  Taylor,  and  W.  Mogg  also  had  fish 
from  the  Lea.— W,  Mogg. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Tuesday  last 
we  made  three  working  members  and  one  hon.  member 
Mr,  W.  Tyler,  of  the  Wellington,  Three  Colts-lane. 
Bethnal  Gseen,  will  take  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Tec. 
Brcckett,  vice,  at  our  concert  on  Sept,  25.  I  hope  that 
clubs  on  Mr.  Manning's  list  will  give  us  a  call,  when  they  will 
be  made  welcome.  Oa  Sept.  23  we  fish  for  six  prizes  at 
Harlow.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Isliugtcn  BrothesfS  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  16 :  Mr.  Howard,  61b.  7oz.  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr. 
Oroker,  51b.  5Joz.  roach ;  Mr.  Searl,  41b.  l|oz.  roach  and 
chub.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Burwash  in  the 
chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed,  when  also  our  delegate  gave  in  his  report 
from  the  Anglers'  Association,  which  was  duly  received 
— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — Sept.  30 
is  the  last  day  for  weighing-in  for  the  five  epacial  monthly 
prizes.  Up  to  the  present  time  takes  for  the  same  have 
not  been  large,  leaving  still  an  opacing  for  persevering 
members,  Mr,  J.  K.  Charters  weighed-in  barbel  and 
roach  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Harris  had  roach  on  Sept  16. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Princa  Arthur,  Golbome 
road. — Since  last  report  we  have  had  two  shows  of  fish 
weighed-in  by  the  Brothers  Redington.  Having  arranged 
to  fish  our  match  at  Denham  Strait  on  Sept.  30, 1  hope  to 
see  a  good  attendance  on  that  occasion. — G.  Bence. 

Jnnior  Fiscatorial  Soclet.T,  Rosemary  Branch 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E.— Mr.  J.  Hawkins,  fishing  on 
Sept.  9  in  the  Medway,  had  a  fair  take  of  roach,  the  best 
EcaJing  lib. ;  several  over  ^Ib.  On  Sept.  16,  at  our  fourth 
competition,  Mr.  W.  Baker  took  firtt  prize  with  roach  ;  J. 
Hawkins,  second,  with  gudgeon,  roach,  and  dace,  again 
finding  roach  over  lib. ;  and  P.  Sturgess  took  third  with 
roach.  Our  next  competition,  like  the  last,  will  be  " 
roving  one  on  Oct.  7.— W.  Fbbkman. 


Leytonstone  Fiscatorial  Society,  81,  Cann  Hall- 
road,  Leytonstone.— I  hope  to  have  a  gaod  muiter  at  Hat- 
field Peverel  on  Sept.  23  The  train  leives  Stratford  at 
7  35  a.m.  and  Ilford  7.47  a.m.  We  fish  a  roving  match 
for  four  prizes,  one  rod  only  allowed,  and  jick  and  eels 
barred.  We  will  decide  the  boundaries  upon  arrival  at 
the  water's  edge.  Will  membsrs  kindly  n:)te  that  all 
subscriptione  are  now  due. — W.  Clouting. 

£iincoln  Angling  Boolety,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Sept.  16  the  following  weighed-m  t 
Mr.  Killick,  91b.  13ioz,  roach ;  Mr.  Cook,  9ib.  Oioz. 
roach ;  Messrs.  Symes,  Bigge,  and  Briley  aho  having 
roach.— W.  Watling.  „  i.  i 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— The  weather  still  holds  up,  and  though 
some  much  wanted  rain  fell  yesterday  (Tuesday),  there 
was  not  sufficient  to  materially  affect  the  Dee,  which  con- 
tinues low  and  very  clear.  Good  sport  in  this  stream, 
however,  continues  to  be  had,  and  in  6ft.  and  8ft.  swims 
fair-sized  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  abound.  Anglers,  as 
a  body,  are  now  having  their  busiest  time,  and  glowing 
reports  are  coming  in  from  all  points  of  the  compass. 
Trout  are  still  scarce,  and  though  a  few  nic9  ones  continue 
to  be  had  from  Pen-y-cae,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
success  obtained  repays  the  labour.  We  have  arranged  for 
two  competitions,  Sept.  20  and  Oit.  4,  in  the  Dee  at 
Bangor,  and  hope  to  meet  the  St.  Helen's  Anglers  in  the 
return  friendly  match  on  Sept.  27th  in  one  of  their  waters, 
eo  that  for  the  next  thrae  weeks  our  hands  are  full.  Mr, 
T.  S.  Hunt,  a  member,  tells  me  that  he  has  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Grant,  Buck  Hotel,  Langholm,  stating 
that  there  are  plenty  of  salmon,  and  if  next  month  there 
are  good  waters  good  catches  will  result.  Mr.  Grant  also 
states  that  there  are  more  salmon  showing  now  than  there 
was  a  month  later  last  year,  but  that  tne  river  is  quite 
low.  So  the  prospects  for  the  Esk  and  Liddle  are  more 
than  bright.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Nortb-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Sept.  16 
we  had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish.  Mr.  E.  Lamb  took  the 
seventh  prize,  with  a  very  nice  show  of  roach.  The 
following  also  weighed-in:  Messrs.  W.  Davis,  roach;  C. 
Lamb,  roach;  S.  Polykett,  roach;  S.  Barrett,  roach; 
and  A.  Pk  dwell,  roach  and  perch.  On  Sept.  26  a  special 
meeting  is  cilled,  when  we  hope  that  the  members  of  the 
above  society  will  turn  up  in  force,  as  business  is 
important.— G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  Sept.  16  the  follow- 
ing weighed-ia  :  W.  Stretch,  bream  and  perch  ;  G.  Helli- 
car,  dace  ;  H.  Ford,  bream.  Will  members  please  attend 
next  meeting,  as  I  hope  to  have  the  new  rules  at  the  club- 
house.— H.  Stretch. 

Oglauder  Fiscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.B.— On  Sept.  16,  Messrs. 
W.  S.  Cartwright,  T.  Moyler,  and  A.  H.  Harling 
weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  The  weights  were  : 
llb.6oz.,  lib.  4oz.,and  lloz.  respectively.  Mr.  Moyler's 
roach  weigb-in  for  Mr.  Cartwrighl's  monthly  prize  (13oz.). 
There  will  be  three  monthly  prizes  for  October,  oocditiona 
arranged  next  meeting.  Members  desirous  of  joining  the 
A.B.S.  kindly  pay  in  their  Is.  Id.  next  week,  as  I  have 
several  names  down,  and  want  the  matter  settled  up.— 
H.  W.  Morgan. 

Fark  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  16t,h  inst.,  when  the  following  had  fish  :  Mr.  G.  Fox, 
bream,  3lb.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  Reitz,  roach ;  Mr.  J.  Hopton, 
roach ;  Mr.  White,  roach.  A  peg-down  match  will  take 
place  on  Oct.  21  at  Ware.— W.  S. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Peckham,  S.E.— Our  match  on  the 
16bh  resulted  iu  a  win  for  the  following  members  ;  Messrs. 
Regardso,  first ;  Freelove,  second  ;  Gibbs,  third  ;  B.  Stone, 
fourth.  Messrs.  Hart  and  Steedman  have  weighed  some 
good  takes  during  this  month  from  Pulborough,  Mr.  Hart 
being  still  at  the  top.  Mr.  Etheringtcn,  at  our  last 
meeting,  resigned  the  club.— T.  G.  Gibbs. 

f  erseveiance  Angling  Societj^,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street.  Stepney.— We  had  a  tine  show  of  roach  on 
Sept.  16,  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  J.  Leigenberg,  W, 
Leigenberg,  and  S.  Silverton.  I  wish  to  remind  members 
that  quarterly  night  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  the  26th, 
I  hope  I  shall  see  a  good  muster. — W.  Russell. 

Fhosniz  Astgling  .s^ooloty,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— Oar  match  at  King's  Langley  produced 
a  few  decent  roach,  and  such  a  lot  of  gudgeon.  Messrs. 
Milton,  Carter,  and  F.  Dove  won  the  prizes  (all  had  fish) 
on  the  18ih.  The  Norman  weighed-in  a  perch,  21b.  2^oz. 
The  Captain  was  up  on  Wednesday.  Next  meeting  is 
quarterly  night, — R.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  the  16th  inst.  only  J.  Yule 
weighed-in,  saving  us  from  a  blank.  On  Oct.  21  a  club 
competition  will  take  place  at  Windsor ;  botindary  from 
Boveney  Lack  to  Surly  Hall;  tow-path  only ;  two  rods 
allowed  j  all  fish  to  weigh ;  catch  own  live  bait.  Leave 
Paddington  by  first  train ;  cease  fishing  at  7  p.m.  I 
should  like  to  see  a  few  members  present  on  Tuesday  next 
to  transact  a  little  business.— Geo.  Keexe. 

Royal  George  i&ngling  e»oclet.ir,  Qnten'a  Armi, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square.— On  Sept.  16  the  following 
weighed-in  fish :  Messrs.  Longland,  Trotter,  Pope.  We 
took  our  return  visit  on  the  Western  on  Thursday.  Full 
report  next  week.— J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobora  Arms, 
Co'oom-road,  Bow,  E.— On  Sept.  16  we  fished  our  match 
at  Waltham,  and  the  following  are  the  pri^e  winners  : 
Messrs.  T.  Chambers,  jack  and  peich,  first ;  J.  Stanley, 
roach,  second ;  Tisshaw,  roach,  third ;  J.  Walker,  roach, 
fourth.    One  prize  not  taken.— F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington-cross. — Our  prize  outing  at  Tonbridge 
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was  won  by  Mr.  Every,  not  Ein9ry,  as  reported  last  week. 
Oa  Sept.  16  Mr.  Cooper  had  a  nios  show  from  the  Thamee. 
Messrs.  F.  Paje,  W.  G.  Page,  and  A.  Brent  also  weighed- 
in.  Members  are  again  requested  not  to  forget  spsoial 
general  meeting,  Thursday,  27th  iast.,  nine  o'clock  sharp. 
— J.  Leiohton. 

St.  John's  Anglingf  Society,  The  Empress.  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Our  outing  to  King's 
LiDgley  on  the  16th  wis  a  failure,  as  only  one  member 
managed  to  secure  the  required  weight  of  fish  to  enable 
him  to  weigh-in  for  prizes.  A  special  general  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  26 ;  important. — F. 
Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angflln^  Society.  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  Sept.  16, 
Mr.  F.  Ireland, bream ;  Mr.  Bignell, roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
G.  Ireland,  perch  and  roach  ;  Wright,  carp  ;  Newcomb, 
roach  and  bream.  Will  members  turn  up  in  force  next 
meeting  night ;  special  business. — W.  B. 

Silver  Trout  An^rlin?  Society,  The  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Grarden. — On  Sept.  16  Mr. 
Clark  weighed-in  specimen  barbel,  51b.  Soz. ;  eQso  bream, 
151b.,  largest  31b.  8joz. ;  myself,  one  barbel  41b.  8Joz. 
On  Sept.  18  Mr.  Grammer  weighed-in  nice  show  of  roach. 
Hope  members  will  attend,  and  clear  bjoks. — R.  Smith. 

Serapis  Angling'  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E. — On  Sept.  16  Messrs.  W. 
Priddle  had  321b.  of  fish  ;  C.  Kinsr,  241b. ;  H.  Hart,  501b., 
two  days'  catch;  H.  Gaffee,  261b.;  A.  Whitfield  had  a 
nice  take  of  roach  and  dace ;  C.  Creasey,  J.  Guyver,  and 
T.  Morris  had  some  good  roacb.  On  Sept.  23  we  have  a 
prize  outing  at  Littleport.  About  twenty  members  will 
take  part  in  same.  I  beg  to  remind  members  that  the 
quarterly  meeting  will  take  place  on  Oct.  3. — H.  Gaffek. 

Seymour  Brothers  .Angling  Society.  Grafton 
Arms,  Graf  ton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of  our 
members  were  out,  with  the  following  results:  Mr.  S. 
King,  roach  ;  Mr.  Barnes,  roach;  and  Mr.  Aldis,  jjck. 
A  special  meeting  has  been  convened  to  consider  important 
business  next  Tuesday  week.  Our  second  outing  takes 
place  on  Oct.  7,  at  Henley  ;  usual  conditions. — W.  Alius. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Aug'ling  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.— An  ordinary  meeting 
of  this  association  was  held  on  the  19th  inst.  "There  was 
a  fair  attendance  of  members,  and  four  gentlemen  were 
nominated  for  election,  viz.,  Messrs.  F.  Wallis,  J.  Hicks, 
L.  Goodall,  and  W.  Goodall.  The  following  are  the  best 
results  and  collective  weights  since  the  last  report :  Mr. 
Benwell,  Hemingford  Grey,  bream,  221b.  2oz. ;  roach, 
31b.  13|oz.  (one  weighing  lib),  and  one  perch,  15Joz,  ; 
Mr.  J.  Baldock,  Hemingford  Grey,  bream,  91b.  Joz., 
roach,  3Ib.  §nz. ;  Mr.  F.  Plumstead,  Shiplake,  roach, 
21b.  13foz.  Mr.  Gray  also  weighed-in  a  small  catch  of 
roach.  Members  are  kindly  reqaestsd  to  note  that  there 
are  one  or  two  interesting  subjects  for  discussion  on  the 
agenda  for  the  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  3rd  prox.  A 
strong  attendance  is  desired. — C.  E. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Fissa- 
torials,  Eotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — On  Sept.  16  Mr. 
P.  Allam  weighed-in  roach  and  bream ;  also  Mr.  W. 
Costin,  chub ;  and  on  Sept.  10  Mr.  T.  Whichelow 
weighed-in  roach.  We  have  a  meeting  on  Sept.  28,  to 
come  to  some  arrangement  about  fixing  a  date  for  the 
annual  punt  outing,  and  I  hope  all  members  will  be 
present.  Also,  I  must  again  remind  our  members  that 
Friday,  28th  inst.,  will  be  half-yearly  night. — H.  S, 
Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Ebodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — On  Sept.  16  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  Rushton,  roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  Grindrod,  roach  ; 
Jolly,  roach  and  bream.  Mr.  Rapley  caught  a  71b.  jack  on 
Saturday.  Our  special  general  meeting  was  well  attended. 
A  lot  of  important  business  was  got  through.  —  W. 
Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — The  following  members  weighed-in  on 
the  16th :  Messrs.  Barker,  141b.  13oz.  roach  and 
bream;  Barnes,  lUb.  6oz.  ;  Byke,  101b.  9oz. ; 
W.  Shepherd,  81b.  14oz.  (largest  bream,  41b.  Soz.) ; 
Messrs.  Hall  and  Adam  also  had  fish.  Mr.  E.  F, 
Chambers  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  society.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Clark,  fishing  with  Dr.  Wilkins,  at  Cornwall,  on 
the  4th  inst.,  caught  140  sea  bream,  mackerel,  and 
gurnet;  the  5th,  off  Gull  Rock,  fifty-six  pollack  and 
mackerel;  the  6th,  160  sea  bream,  weighing  IJcwt.  ;  the 
10th,  twelve  dozen  prawns  and  six  crabs  and  lobsters.  On 
this  occasion  Mr.  Clark  plumbed  the  depth  by  falling  in. 
On  the  11th,  off  the  Nore,  thirty  pollack  and  ten  mixed 
fish,  weighing 951b. — Thos.  Lucas. 

Stopes  Angling  Society,  Wellington  Hotel,  Little 
Lever. — Mr.  Thomas  Fletcher,  J.P.,  kindly  gave  the  above 
club  permission  to  fish  an  arranged  match  on  Sept.  15  in 
the  Factory  Lodge,  Little  Lever.  The  match  yras  well 
contested,  three  money  prizes  and  three  prizes  in  valuables 
being  offered.  First,  Messrs.  J.  Holland;  second,  J. 
Fletcher;  third,  Jos.  Nield,  sen.;  fourth,  P.  Holden; 
fifth,  J.  Picketing;  sixth,  W.  Kirkman.  This  is  the  first 
time  Mr.  Fletcher  has  allowed  any  match  to  be  fished  in 
his  waters,  for  which  the  clnb  is  very  thankful,  and  the 
club  hopes  to  have  another  privilege.  The  water  is  very 
deep  and  clear,  with  plenty  of  fish  in.  At  a  meeting  held 
on  Sept.  17  we  elected  six  new  members.  The  revised 
rules  were  unanimously  confirmed.  After  the  meeting 
supper  was  provided,  and  a  jolly  evening  was  spent.  On 
Sept  18  Brother  Kirkpatrick  gave  a  lecture  on  coarse 
fishing,  and  which  classes  of  fish  were  best  in  stagnant 
waters  for  club  use  and  sport. — William  Lobd. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  The  Commercial 
Hotel,  Martin-street,  Stratford,  E.— On  Sept.  16  the 
following  weighed-in  a  good  show  of  roach  and  bream : 
Messrs.  Hobbs,  Grande,  Sandiland,  Payne.  Secretaries 
and  brother  anglers,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
changed  our  club-house  to  the  above  address;  also,  onr 


meeting  nights  in  future  will  be  Wednesdays  and  Sundays. 
— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Wicdsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.  —  During  the  week  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in :  Mr.  A.  E.  Cartwright, 
161b.  0|oz.  of  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  A  E.  Smith,  51b.  6oz. 
of  roach;  Mr.  Phelp,  one  perch,  14|oz. ;  G.  E.  Look, 
show  of  roach,  3ib.  12|oz.  ;  largest  roach,  lib.  lOoz. 
Next  meeting  night  is  quarterly  night ;  also  night  to  make 
final  arrangements  for  next  outing  and  final  arrangements 
for  supper  match  with  the  Brompton  A.S.  Members 
wishing  to  take  part  must  give  their  names  in  on  that 
night. — G.  E.  Lock. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford. — Since  our  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in :  Messrs.  W.  J.  Maokrill,  J. 
Payne,  J.  Oakley,  .1.  Wood,  W.  Drage,  A.  Clemison,  and 
S_.  Drage.  Many  thanks  to  our  unknown  friend  for  his 
gift  of  the  heron,  to  add  to  our  museum.  Our  next  outing 
for  club  prizes  takes  place  on  the  30th  inst.  at  Amberley 
(Central  Association  water),  pegged-down. — F.  II.  Beak. 

United  Old  Friends'  Angling  Society,  Eulway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich. — Will  members  please 
note  that  Sept.  25  (Tuesday  next)  is  quarterly  night  ? 
Election  of  auditors,  &o.  On  Sept.  16  we  fished  in  local 
cup  competition  at  East  Farleigh,  and  came  in  third.  Few 
fish  were  taken,  as  the  river  is  very  low,  I  noticed  that 
the  hoppers  washed  not  only  their  clothes,  but  themselves 
in  the  river,  and  emptied  all  their  dirty  water  and  rubbish 
into  the  river  by  the  bridge.  The  following  members 
have  had  fish  this  week-end  :  Sept.  15,  J.  Bridges  and  C. 
Phillips,  jack,  bream,  and  tench  ;  H.  Bridges,  H.  Avon, 
and  J.  Mills,  roach;  and  W.  M.  Smith,  perch  on  Sept.  16. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Eobert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Sept,_  16  the  following  weighed-in  roach  :  Messrs.  GriflBth, 
Austin,  and  J.  Toothill.  On  Sept.  19,  Mr.  Davis  weighed- 
in  tench.~W.  H.  B. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish  :  On  the  2nd,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Walton, 
roach  and  bream.  On  the  9;h,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach  ;  Mr.  H. 
Walton,  roach ;  Mr.  Betts,  roach.  On  the  16th,  Mr. 
Betts,  roach ;  Mr.  Allan,  roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  E. 
Winterman,  roach.  We  h?,d  a  good  meeting  on  the  18th. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday  evening, 
when  the  final  arrangements  takes  place  for  our  next 
match. — H.  C. 

Walthaxustow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bssex 
Arms,  Forest-road.Walthamstow. — The  following  weighed- 
in  fish  on  Sept.  16 :  Messrs.  Enmbal,  G.  Of ment,  Poore, 
and  Skelsey  ;  only  small  lots  being  taken.  The  Amberley 
outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  23,  and  brakes  will  be  at 
Wood-street  and  St.  James's-street  stations  at  5  a.m. 
Members  and  friends  that  intend  taking  advantage  of  this 
day  in  the  country  will  kindly  note  the  start  will  be  made 
at  5.30  a.m.  sharp. — W.  Papwoeth. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  London, 
N. — Our  members  have  shown  some  very  nice  takes  of 
bream  during  the  last  few  days,  the  fish  being  of  a  very 
good  size — over  31b.  each  on  an  average.  Best  take  of 
bream,  271b.  9oz. ;  largest,  31b.  15oz. ;  second  best,  seven 
bream,  211b.  5oz. ;  largest,  31b.  12oz.  The  fish  gave  quite 
unusual  play. — Matt.  Cuddon. 

Wandsworth  Fisoatorials,  Winning  Post,  South- 
street,  Wandsworth. — On  Sept.  16  our  trays  were  fairly 
well  filled.  Mr.  Tringham  had  a  nice  show  of  roaoh  and 
bream ;  Messrs.  Parker,  Langshaw,  Clark,  and  Withey 
also  had  fish.  We  fish  our  next  match  at  Hampton  on 
Sept.  30;  bank  only.  Members  can  start  on  Saturday 
night  by  the  9.47,  Clapham  Junction  ;  return  by  the  7.22 
on  the  30th.  AH  members  to  meet  at  the  clubhouse 
before  starting. — C.  Beale. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.  —  We  had  a  well 
attended  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The  prize  list  for 
next  quarter  was  arranged.  I  hope  all  members  will 
turn  up  at  the  outing,  for  which  we  have  held  out 
special  inducements.  Mr.  Hills  was  made  an  honorary 
member. — West. 

West  Oreen  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N. — Our  outing  and  dinner  on  the  16th  was  a 
great  success,  a  good  number  being  present;  the  best 
takes  of  fish  being  by  Messrs.  Gerken,  Sparling,  and 
Lione,  jun.  The  largest  roach  weighed  14oz.  There 
will  be  another  outing  on  the  30th,  the  place  to  be 
decided  on  Wednesday. — A.  G.  Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Aujpfling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  Sept.  16  the 
following  weighed-in  fish :  Mr.  G.  Bowen,  Mr.  F.  Vale, 
Mr.  Eason,  jun. ;  Mr.  E.  Pethurst,  roach  ;  Mr.  F.  Homer, 
roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  A.  Kettnus,  jack. — E.  Lowther. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale.  N. — On  Sept.  16  the  following  weighed- 
in  ;  Messrs.  D.  Knight,  bream  ;  W.  Anthony,  roach  ;  and 
W.  Butler,  roach.  On  the  19bh,  F.  H.  Beaumont,  perch. 
We  also  made  four  more  working  members  on  this  date. 
Members  please  note  we  fish  for  D.  Watling's  prize  (a 
check  winch)  on  Sept.  23  ;  all  fish  ;  open. — W.  E.  Beau- 
mont. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eailway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— The  members  of  the 
above  club  met  at  East  Farleigh  on  Sept.  16,  to  fish  in  the 
local  cup  competition  with  the  Woolwich  Invicta  (cup 
holders)  and  the  United  Old  Friends.  Each  club  was 
fairly  represented.  A  lovely  day's  outing,  but  very  poor 
sport.  The  holders  (Woolwich  Invicta)  have  secured  the 
cup  for  another  season.  The  following  members  of  the 
W.  B.  won  prizes  in  the  competition  ;  G.  Bird,  first ;  P. 
Smith,  second;  J.  Hicks,  third.  Members  please  note 
that  next  Wednesday,  is  a  summoned  meeting— quarterly 


night.  Business  of  importance  will  be  brought  forward. 
— J.  Wensly. 

Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street,  Woolwich. — On  Sept.  16  members 
of  Woolwich  and  Plumstead  angling  societies  turned  out 
in  strong  force  to  decide  third  and  final  round  (cup  com- 
petition) at  East  Farleigh.  Ye  Old  Medway  was  exceedingly 
bright  and  weedy,  and  under  these  circumstances  the  takes 
of  fish  were  not  up  to  expectation.  Nevertheless,  I  think 
every  member  spent  a  very  enjoyable  day,  which  resulted 
in  a  victory  to  the  Woolwich  Invicta  AS.,  carrying  all 
points  in  competition,  thus  winning  this  most  coveted 
trophy  for  two  successive  years. — C.  Foster. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
There  were  forty-two  clubs  represented  on  Monday 
night  at  the  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  this  flourishing 
association,  held  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden- 
lane,  E.C.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  was  voted  to  the  chair.  In 
connection  with  the  minrtes  of  the  Eenting  and  Preserva- 
tion Committee,  it  was  stated  that  when  the  Wey  at 
Walsham  and^district  was  next  drawn  down  policemen 
would  _  be  employed  night  and  day  to  watch  the  fish. 
The  Finance  Committee  recommended  that  cheques  to  the 
amount  of  £73  9s.  6d,  be  drawn  in  payment  of  bailiffs' 
salaries,  rent  of  waters,  and  the  present  and  late  secre- 
taries' salaries,  and  the  meeting  unanimously  adopted  the 
recommendation.  The  chairman  said  he  thought  that  it 
was  a  mattar  for  congratulation  that,  after  the  amount 
had  been  paid,  the  association  would  have  in  hand  the 
handsome  balance  of  £90 15s.  5d.  The  secretary  ( Mr.  Wood- 
ruff) brought  a  case  of  Illegal  fishing  in  the  association's 
fishery  at  Iver  before  the  meeting,  it  having  been  reported 
by  the  Bucks  police,  and  it  was  resolved  after  communi- 
cating the  fact  to  the  Canal  Company,  to  issue  a  summons 
against  the  offender,  much  poaching  having  been  carried 
on  lately  in  that  water.  On  the  complaint  of  a  delegate 
fishing  the  Great  Onse  at  Huntingdon,  a  rather  curious 
local  angling  custom  was  revealed.  The  delegate 
in  question  alleged  that  while  he  was  fishing  against 
two  stakes,  or  poles,  driven  into  the  bed  of  the 
river,  two  anglers  moored  their  boat  to  them  and  told 
him  to  "  clear  out  of  it."  It  was  explained  by  Mr.  Gray 
and  other  delegates  that  it  was  the  custom  of  local 
anglers  to  fix  poles  in  the  river  to  mark  certain  favourite 
swims,  vvhich  were  kept  baited  up,  and  that  if  they  were 
not  fishing  at  the  spot  themselves  any  other  angler 
was  welcome  to  the  pitch.  A  discussion  ensued  with 
reference  to  the  netting  and  Restocking  Fund,  inaugurated 
last  year.  It  had  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Close  to  the 
Committee  that  the  present  fund  should  remain  in  its 
entirety,  and  that  any  subscriptions  exclusively  forwarded 
on  its  behalf  be  added  to  it,  while  with  regard  to  the 
contents  of  the  collecting  boxes  about  to  be  distributed  he 
thought  one-third  of  the  amount  should  be  devoted  to  the 
restocking  of  public  waters,  and  two-thirds  be  expended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  waters  rented  by  the  association. 
A  resolution  to  this  effect  was  unanimously  adopted. 
After  the  visiting  officers  had  given  in  their  reports  the 
proceedings  closed.  Hon.  Reporter. 


ILLEGAL  FISHING. 
Mr.  James  Hay,  of  The  Shrubbery,  Hersham,  was 
summoned  to  th-t  Kingston  County  Police-court  on 
Sept.  13,  for  unlawfully  attempting  to  take  fish  in  water 
belonging  to  Lord  Iveagh,  for  whom  Mr.  Travers 
Humphries  appearied.  Mr.  Humphries  proved,  by  a 
citation  in  Chancery  proceedings,  that  Lord  Iveagh 
derived  exclusive  fishing  rights  in  the  Mole  from 
Cobham  to  Esher  when  the  estate  was  acquired 
from  the  Crown.  Mr.  T.  Young,  for  the  defence, 
urged  that  his  client  had  permission  to  fish,  a 
farmer  named  Thompson,  who  was  Lord  Iveagh's  tenant, 
having  given  him  permission  to  angle  from  his  bank.  His 
client  was  actually  fishing  from  a  boat  off  this  land,  and 
the  bank  on  the  other  side  belonged  to  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  who  had  no  objection  to  persons  fishing  there. 
Mr.  W.  Y.  Cockburn  (chairman)  said  that  the  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  could  not  be  disputed,  and 
Mr.  Hay  was  fined  £1.  The  same  defendant  was  alse 
fined  £1  for  assaulting  the  water  bailiff.  James  Higgins, 
of  Hersham,  was  also  summoned  for  illegal  fishing  under 
similar  circumstances,  and  Mr.  Young  urged  that  he  was 
angling  with  the  bond- fide  belief  thathe  also  had  permission. 
They  were  not  all  lawyers  that  fished  in  the  Mole.  Mr. 
Humphries :  That  is  fortunate  for  the  Mole  (laughter). 
Not  having  ginen  the  bailiff  any  trouble,  Higgins  was 
fined  lis.  Mr.  Percy  Thompson,  a  son  of  the  tenant 
farmer  referred  to,  was  also  summoned  for  illegal  fishiiig, 
and  for  assaulting  the  bailiff,  but  the  litter  was  not  able 
to  substantiate  the  charges.  Mr.  Humphries  said  that 
Lord  Iveagh  had  no  wish  to  be  vindictive,  or  prohibit 
fishing,  but  merely  wished  the  public  to  know_  that  the 
fishing  belonged  to  him,  and  that,  when  per  mission  was 
granted,  as  it  was  to  some  hundreds  of  persons,  the 
privilege  must  not  be  abused. — Standard, 


A  WALRUS  HUNT  IN  THE  ARCTIC. 
Tono-Wee  signals  to  stop  rowing,  and  to  crouch  in  the 
boat.  The  seamen  bend  double  over  the  oars,  with  only 
their  backs  showing  above  the  gunwale.  The  Huskies 
peer  over  the  bow,  their  harpoons  poised  for  the  cast, 
and  the  lines  and  floats  and  drags  all  free,  ready  to  be 
thrown  overboard.  Tong-Wee's  left  hand  is  behind  him 
signalling  expressively  to  the  boatswain,  who  has  placed  a 
piece  of  gunny  sack  in  the  oar  socket  and,  bending  low,  is 
Eculling  noiselessly  but  swiftly  for  the  pan.  Itis  a  breath- 
less moment.   We  are  so  near  that  we  can  plainly  see  the 
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sun-dried,  hairy  hides  enveloping  fold  on  fold  of  blubber 
that  furnishes  these  animals  their  protection  from  the  cold. 
They  are  apparently  fast  asleep  on  the  naked  ice,  but  we 
have  had  experience  before  of  sudden  awakenings,  and  of 
well-nigh  miraculous  disappearings,  for  the  wahu3  is  the 
sea  elephant,  and,  with  all  his  clumsy  mass,  he  moves 
without  baste,  but  with  incredicle  swiftness.  And  now  a 
bull,  who  is  lying  head  towards  us,  lifts  himself  on  his  fore 
flippers  and  scans  the  boat  through  unintelligent  eyes, 
deep-set  in  bis  wabbling  head,  while  his  mustachios 
bristle,  and  his  long,  ivory  tuBks  gleam  in  the  sun. 
This  is  the  supreme  moment  for  us.  There  has 
been  a  growing  tension  of  suppressed  excitement, 
but  now  we  break  away.  At  a  signil  from  Tong-Wee  the 
seamen  bend  to  their  oars  to  cover,  in  all  speed,  the  SOyds. 
to  the  pan.  We  get  a  shot  or  two  as  the  animals  make 
for  the  water,  and  a  good  shot  will  drop  a  walrus  in  his 
tracks.  The  mate  shoots  handily,  and  a  bull  in  mid  cireer 
falls  dead  on  the  brink  of  the  pan,  a  bulk  of  quivering  fat, 
while  from  a  wound  in  the  back  of  his  hsad  a  stream  of 
steaming  blood  shoots  upward,  spouting  like  a  fountain, 
and  crimsoning  the  white  ice. — From  "  With  Arctic 
Highlanders,"  by  Walteb  A.  Wyckoff,  in  the  October 
Sci-ibner's. 


SALMON  AND  TIN-PLATES. 

The  relation  between  the  world's  salmon  catch  and  the 
Welsh  tin-plate  industry  is  not  obvious. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  a  close  connection,  and  this 
is  likely  to  be  brought  painfully  home  to  Welsh  tin-plate 
mannfacturers  this  autumn.  Ever  since  a  competitive 
tin-plate  industry  was  established  in  the  United  States  by 
means  of  a  prohibitive  tariff  against  Welsh  plates,  which 
held  the  market,  the  life  of  the  Welsh  manufacturer  has 
not  been  the  happiest. 

The  whole  of  the  Transatlantic  trade  ia  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  home  makers,  with  one  notable  exception, 
which  relates  to  the  salmon  canning  industry  on  the 
Pacific  coast,  where  the  imported  plate  from  the  Welsh 
mills  in  Glamorganshire  and  Carmarthenshire,  despite  a 
high  tariff,  still  manages  to  hold  its  own. 

Towards  autumn,  therefore,  Welsh  manufacturers  look 
with  hope  to  the  American  salmon  catches.  But  the 
reports  to  hand  show  that  the  catch  is  a  woefully  disap- 
pointing one. 

Should  the  salmon  fields  still  remaining  for  treatment 
give  an  average  yield,  the  total  citch  will  fall  short  of 
last  year's  by  700,000  cases.— DaiZi/  Mail. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 

Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65  and  66, 

Chancery-lane,  London,  W.O. 
10,070.  Fish  and  animal  traps.  Patentees  :  J.  Cartier, 
of  Elm-street,  and  A.  G.  Pelletier,  of  Main- 
street,  both  in  Biddeford,  Maine,  U.S.A. 
Relates  to  a  t(up  having  barbed  striking- 
arms  for  catching  fish  or  animals.  The 
striking-arms  are  secured  to  hubs  mounted 
on  a  spindle,  supported  in  a  specially-shaped 
recess  in  a  central  bar.  The  hubs  of  the  two 
arms  are  connected  together  by  a  coiled 
spring,  which  causes  them  to  strike  together 
when  released  by  a  trip  block  connected  to, 
and  operated  by,  the  bait  hook.  There  are 
two  forms  of  bait  hook,  and  also  two  methods 
of  operating  the  trip  block  to  release  the 
arms.  In  each  case  the  trip  block  engages 
in  recesses  in  the  hubs  of  the  arms  to  hold 
the  arms  in  the  raised  or  set  position  within 
the  guard.  Moveable  guard  rin  gs  are  arranged 
on  the  guard  to  prevent  the  arms  from  being 
accidentally  released  while  attending  to  the 
bait.  The  hubs  of  the  arms  are  formed  with 
outwardly  extending  ratchet  teeth,  and  a 
block  having  projections  to  engage  the  ratchet 
teeth  moves  freely  on  the  bar  and  falls,  when 
the  aims  are  released,  into  engagement  with 
the  ratchet  teeth  so  as  to  lock  the  arms  and 
prevent  the  escape  of  the  fish.  Sleeves  having 
a  spiral  web  are  mounted  on  each  end  of  the 
spindle. 


In  the  current  issue  of  Harmsworth  Magazine,  Mr, 
E.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  has,  under 
the  heading  "  Famous  Fish  Records,"  the  following 
interesting  paragraph  concerning  Lynmouth  :  "  A  question 
I  am  very  frequently  asked  by  correspondents  ia,  *  Where 
can  I  get  some  trout  fishing  and  sea  fishing  ?  '  One  place 
which  can  be  safely  recommended  is  Lynmouth,  in  North 
Devon.  Thousands  of  anglers  have  visited  Lynmouth  to 
fish  for  trout  in  the  delightful  '  Lorna  Doone  '  country, 
but  very  few  of  them  are  aware  that  in  July  and 
Auguat  grand  sport  is  to  be  had  among  the  sea  fish. 
In  1896,  Mr.  A.  A.  Chancellor,  of  Richmond,  sent  me 
some  photographs  he  took  of  captures  of  conger,  cod, 
pollack,  skate,  &o.,  made  by  Mr.  C.  N.  Bevan,  of  the 
Lyn  Valley  Hotel.  The  1321b.  skate  shown  in  the  illus- 
tration was  one  of  two  of  about  the  same  weight  taken  by 
Mr.  Bevan  and  a  friend  ;  and  their  day's  sport  also 
included  conger  eels  up  to  561b  ,  and  cod  up  to  401b.,  all 
caught  from  a  Uttle  13ft.  boat.  The  fact  that  such  varied 
fishing  is  obtainable  at  Lynmouth  should  add  to  the 
attractions  of  that  charming  Devonshire  resort." 


School  Books,  Diotionaeibb,  4c.,  including  Mr.  Jackson's 
Upright  'Writing  0»py  Books.  In  English  and  other  Languages, 
pnbllBhsd  by  Sampson  Low,  Mariton  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  I>d«. 
Itk^'s  Bmb«,  Fetter-lane,  Loudoa,  C^n  be  bad  on  appUcktlM. 


The  new  book  by  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  entitled 
"An  Old  Man's  Holiday,"  will  be  ready  in  a  day  or  two. 
It  will  be  published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane.  Orders  should  be  sent 
early  to  ensure  a  copy  of  the  large  paper  edition.  I  have 
been  favoured  with  a  glimpse  of  an  advance  copy,  and  am 
as  pleased  with  it  as  with  any  of  "  A.  A.'s  "  previoua 
woika.  Foolsoip  870,  cloth  extra,  160  pages,  with  sixteen 
illustrations,  prioa  23.  net.  A  large  paper  edition,  printed 
on  Van  Gelder's  hand-made  paper,  the  illustrations  on 
Japinese  paper,  and  bound  in  half-parchment,  cloth  tides, 
gilt  top,  price  63.  net.  (Number  limited  to  250  for 
England  and  America — each  copy  numbered.) 


The  members  of  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society  have  a 
prize  outing  on  Sept.  30  at  Sandgate  and  Hythe.  Mem- 
bers may  commence  fishing  immediately  on  arrival  either 
at  Hythe  or  Sandgate,  in  the  canal. 

)  »  I  »  < 

A  CORRESPONDENT,  writing  from  Eastbourne ,  says : 
"Although  the  season  virtually  finished  last  week,  the 
delightful  weather  we  have  been  enjoying  for  some  three 
weeks  past  is|  bringing  in  fresh  contingents  of  visitors, 
and  Eastbourne  presents  as  busy  an  appearance  now  as  it 
has  done  during  any  part  of  the  summer.  Prawning  is  in 
full  swing  when  the  tide  is  out,  and  it  is  possible  to  wade 
out  to  the  reef  of  rocks  which  runs  parallel  with  the 
parade.  Some  induEtrious  prawners  use  a  spoon  net,  with 
which  they  catch  a  fair  number  of  these  delicious  little 
crustaceans,  but  fishing  with  gins  or  round  nets  baittd 
with  small  crabs  and  strips  of  fish  according  to  fancy  is 
productive  of  far  better  sport  and  an  infinity  of  fun, 
especially  when  the  tide  is  on  the  turn  and  familiar  land- 
marks commence  to  disappear.  Prawning  is,  however, 
quite  a  game  of  chance.  On  Monday  I  made  chums  with 
a  knowing  small  boy,  who  was  up  to  all  the  tricks 
of  the  business,  and  between  us  we  managed  to  net  out 
about  sixty  prawns.  The  following  day  I  went  out  on  my 
own,  and  after  some  three  hours'  patient  waiting  came 
back  with  the  grand  total  of  three  prawns.  The  bag 
would  have  totalled  four,  only  I  Lad  the  misfortune  to 
allow  one  to  jump  overboard  and  make  his  escape.  One 
of  the  most  skilful  amateur  prawners  about  here  is  young 
Mr.  Ashmead  Bartlett,  who  at  the  commencement  of  the 
week  bagged  no  less  than  800  duiiog  the  forenoon.  I  met 
him  again  on  Wednesday,  when  his  whole  catch  amounted 
to  a  dozen.  Similar  bad  luck  attended  everyone  who  was 
trying  the  reef  between  Holywell  and  Beaohy  Head. 


"  The  Clouded  Yellow  butterfly  is  still  finding  abundant 
occupation  for  the  local  entomologists.  This  appears  to  be 
one  of  the  septennial  years,  and  the  Clouded  Yellow  and  its 
two  light  varieties  have  been  taken  in  almost  any 
quantities  in  the  sheltered  dells  between  the  end  of  the 
Duke's  Dene  and  the  coastguard  station  at  Beachy  Head. 
The  common  white  butterflies  are  out  in  hundreds,  and  so 
are  Red  Admirals,  Painted  Ladies,  and  small  Tortoiseshells. 
A  few  large  Tortoiseshells  have  been  recorded,  but  strange 
to  say,  the  Peacock  butterfly,  which  should  be  common 
here,  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  The  larvae  of  our 
largest  sphinge,  the  Death's  Head  Hawk  Moth,  is  also 
plentiful  on  the  potatoe  patches.  Mr.  Amos  Luck,  of  the 
Ship  inn,  who,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  is  as  enthu- 
siastic an  entomologist  as  he  is  a  se^  fisherman,  has 
managed  to  secure  eight  caterpillars  of  this  beautiful  insect. 
Several  other  local  collectors  have  also  picked  up  three  or 
four  specimens  each.  In  fact,  it  is,  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  a  red-letter  season. 

 >♦»■»<  

"The  coarse  fishing  on  this  part  of  the  coast  is  not  of 
much  account  except  in  a  few  private  lakes  and  preserves, 
which  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  permission  for.  Fair  sport 
is,  I  hear,  to  be  obtained  in  the  Little  Ouse  at  Pevensey, 
where  is  situated  the  famous  sluice.  A  friend  of  mine  who 
tried  it  the  other  day  brought  back  a  bag  of  seme  half 
dozen  decent  perch.  The  majority  of  these  had  their  roes 
very  fully  developed.  It  looks  as  if  the  southern  fish  are 
laying  themselves  out  for  a  very  early  spawning  season. 

 >♦ »  »  <  

"  Silver  whiting  are  beginning  to  make  their  appear- 
ance inshore._  Two  score,  the  first  of  the  autumn  run, 
were  taken  with  hand-lines  by  a  local  boat  on  Monday.  A 
few  have  been  caught  during  the  past  month  on  the  long 
lines,  but  not  in  enffioient  quantities  to  warrant  the 
assumption  that  the  time  of  the  whiting  was  yet  at  hand. 
 >  ♦  <  <  <  

"_My  remarks  last  week  on  the  excellence  of  the  bass 
fishing  at  Beachy  Head  have  since  been  verified  by  a  take 
of  nearly  fifty  of  these  sporting  fish.  The  pity  on 't  is 
that  they  did  not  succumb  to  rod  tackle ,  but  were  slaughtered 
on  a  long  line." 

 >  »♦»  <  

Owing  to  a  very  important  engagement,  Mr.  W.  Tyler, 
who  was  to  have  taken  the  chair  on  Tuesday  evening  next 
at  the  Hoxton  Brothers  Visit,  will  not  be  able  to  be 
present.  Mr.  Tyler  is  always  a  good  chairman  and  will  be 
missed;  but  nevertheless  I  wish  the  Hoxton  Brothers  a 
pleasant  evenicg, 


"  Jock  !  "  exclaimed  Sandy,  "  I  had  a  vera  bad  dream 
last  nicht !  "  "  And  what  wuz  that,  noo  ?  "  said  Sandy. 
"  Weel,  mon,"  said  Jock,  "  I  dreamt  I  was  hung." 
"  Oot !  "  replied  Sandy,  "  that's  naethin'  at  a'.  I  had  a 
warse  dream  than  that.  I  dreamt  I  was  back  in 
Scotland," 


Mr.  W.  E.  Povey,  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society, 
in  company  with  Mr.  G.  H.  Skinner  and  Mr.  L.  Swalthy, 
of  the  same  club,  have  just  returned  from  a  fislicg  tour 
in  the  Midlands,  some  excellent  catches  being  recorded  to 
their  credit.  Mr.  Sid  Ransom  and  Mr.  H.  Archer  are 
off  this  week  to  East  Anglia.  Go  it,  Ljchnobites  ! 
 y^*^  

By  the  bye,  I  heard  a  funny  story  anent  a  member  tf 
this  particular  society.  The  gentleman  in  question  has 
some  nice  sunflowers  in  his  front  garden,  and  being  within 
easy  reach  of  the  roadway,  one  or  two  had  dieappeared. 
A  bright  idea  struck  bite,  and  one  quiet  afternoon  he  put 
the  said  "  bright  idea"  into  execution,  and  late  that  same 
evening  he  and  his  brother  sat  in  the  gloaming,  watching 
and  awaiting  events.  About  10  30  a  loud  yell  and  a 
"  Hoo  !  00  !  00  !  "  broke  the  stillness  of  that  balmy  eve. 
Rushing  through  the  front  gate,  the  two  pseudo  anglers 
neatly  effected  their  capture  and  a  lively  ten  miEutes 
ensued,  after  which  the  marauder  vaa  released  with  tie 
following  moral  deeply  engraven  on  his  heart  sod 
memory  ;  "  Sunflower  stealers,  beware  of  fish  hooks  !  " 
There  were  only  about  two  dozen  tied  round  the  stem  of 
the  flower. 

 >  >  »  *  <  

While  fishing  from  Daal  Pier  on  Monday  last,  Mr. 
Bottoms  varied  his  catch  by  hauling  up  a  pair  of 
binoculars,  which  had  evidently  been  reposing  at  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  for  some  considerable  time. 


The  following  from  a  visiting  angler  (Bcsco)  will  be 
duly  appreciated  by  all  pier  fishermen  ;  "  "To  Anglers. — 
Ladies  and  gentlemen  who  require  a  really  juicy  and 
killing  bait  should,  before  appljiog  elsewhere,  consult  tie 
Baroness  Williams  de  Worms,  at  Lugg-avenue,  Pall  Mall, 
Deal  C  neerly  oppersite  de  peer  ').  '  Can  Can  '  and  other 
expolished  goods  will  ba  on  view,  and  given  away  (free) 
on  payment  of  4d.  per  score  for  this  unsurpassed  and 
luscious  bait.  N.B. — Beware  of  fraudulent  imitations. 
Warranted  to  kill  at  1000yds.  length  of  line,  and  quality 
perfect." 

 >»»*<  

A  Deal  on  the  Pier.— Little  Boy  -.  "  Have  you  any 
ragworms,  Teddy  ?  "  Teddy  :  "  Yes,  but  they  are  very 
dear— three  a  penny."  Little  Boy  :  "  Well,  make  me  a 
nice  three  farthings'  worth,  for  I  want  some  fish  for 
breakfast."    [Exit  Teddy.] 

 1  »«»  (  

"An  amusing  incident  occurred,"  says  Mr.  Dyball,  of 
the  East  Dulwich  Angling  Society,  "  during  Mr.  f  m'th's 
stay  at  Southery.  Mr.  R.  Ralph,  Mr.  F.  C.  CuKendan, 
Mr.  Wiilkinson,  better  known  as  "  Maxim,"  atd  Mr.  H. 
Alvarey,  all  from  Canning  Town,  thought  they  would  hke 
to  try  their  hand  with  the  rod,  which  they  did,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  take  their  seats  on  the  side  cf  a  barge  which  was 
moored  close  by.  Having  plenty  of  sport,  and  the  sun 
being  very  powerful,  they  stuck  to  their  seats  like  old 
anglers  (I  should  say  to  the  tar  on  the  barge),  much  to  the 
delight  of  Mr.  Alvarey,  who  is  a  tailor  by  trade,  he  pro- 
C3eding  to  take  orders  there  and  then." 


"The  Hastings  cricket  week,"  says  the  Daily  Mail  o{ 
Sept.  19,  "  proved  a  decided  financial  success.  Over 
15,000  people  passed  through  the  turnstiles,  and  the 
takings  were  about  £890.  It  is  expected  there  will  be 
sufficient  profit  to  wipe  off  the  £60  loss  on  last  year's  week. 
The  mayor  has  announcad  that  to-morrow  (Sept.  20)  free 
fishing  will  be  allowed  in  the  ponds,  which  contain  seme 
good  carp  and  other  fish." 


Last  week-end  some  members  of  the  B  S.A.S.  had  a 
curious  experience.  Something  has  gone  wrong  with  the 
works — the  waterworks — of  the  town  in  which  they  were 
staying,  and  coming  in  late  on  Saturday  night  from  sea, 
cold  and  hungry,  they  wished  to  warm  themselves  with 
some  hot  "  Johnny."  But 

"  Here  comes  the  doleful  horror  of  my  tale, 
And  I  feel  I'm  growing  gradually  pile," 
for  by  some  unfortunate  mistake  the  kitchenmaid  sent  hot 
sea  water,  which  was  being  prepared  for  a  bath,  as  fresh- 
water was  at  a  premium,    The  faces  of  those  fportsmen 
were  a  study  when  they  discovered  the  mistake. 


There  were  some  brave  fiahers  of  Leigh 

Who  wanted  some  G-R-O-G, 

But  they  said  that  it  oughter 

Be  mixed  with  fresh  woughter, 

Not  that  that  you  get  from  the  seigh. 


"  Dear  '  Drag.,' — There  is  a  nice  trout  basking  in  the 
sunshine  near  Teddinstton.  Shall  I  save  it  for  you  ? 
When  will  you  come  ?  "  Now  this  is  very  unkind  of  my 
informant.  He  knows  very  well  that  the  trout  fishing 
season  ia  over  on  the  Thames,  and  perhap?  would  like  to 
see  me  fined— but  I  am  not  "  taking  any." 


Mr.  J.  Wright,  late  secretary  of  the  Second  Surrey 
A. 8.,  has  taken  up  his  abode  at  Bnrnham-on-Conch,  and 
writes  me  thus  :  "  One  day  recently  a  pirty  of  gentlemen 
had  a  ' record '  capture  of  soles  and  dabs.  Although  tho 
majority  of  anglers  use  the  rod  and  line,  there  are  otl  •  -s 
who  like  a  day's  trawling.  A  trawler  (with  crew)  may  be 
engaged  for  153.  or  £1,  and  a  party  of  six  or  B3ven  can  be 
accommodated.  If  there  should  be  a  nice  breeze,  buI  the 
water  a  bit  thick,  a  good  tak«  may  be  expected.  When  it 
is  considered  that  all  the  fish  caught  are  equally  divided 
by  those  who  form  the  party,  it  is  not  an  expensive  outing. 


The  fare,  every  day  (G.E.R  )  is  28.  6J.  return."  [Mr.  J. 
vvnstht  8  addresfl  is  5,  Qaeen's-road,  Bnrnham-on-Crouch 
and  I  am  sure  he  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  put  any 
brother  angler  in  the  way  of  getting  fpirt.] 


Mr.  W.  Barrett,  who  patronises  thn  L^rk  every  year 
for  hiB  noli  Jay,  was  "  coached  "  by  Mr.  W.  Howes,  late  of 
the  Bull  Hotel,  to  th9  "Jack  Tree."  He  was  fishing  with 
gentles  and  boiled  wheat,  and  on  Sept.  15  captured  thirty 
roach.  Twelve  of  the  bast,  weighing  16Jlb.,  were  sent  to 
London  to  ba  preserved.  Mrs.  Birrett  does  not  fish 
but  contents  herself  with  landing  them,  which  she  does 

like  a  tradesman."  Mr.  Thonpaan  photographed  them, 
and  I  must  say  they  are  a  good  simple  of  Lirk  roach. 


At  Brandon  last  week-end  I  noticed  that  weed  oattins 
was  in  full  swing.  I  hear  now  that  the  work  U  c  jmpleted 
and  the  liver  in  splendid  condi  ion.  Several  gentlemen 
trom  Cambridge  and  Newmarket  Ciotured  some  nice  dace 
with  the  fly.  Messrs.  Beale  and  Clarke  being  the  most 
successful.  I  hope  to  "  sample  "  this  water  on  Saturday, 
in  the  advertisempnt  columns  will  be  found  a  notice  of  a 
houBe  to  let  for  £35  per  annum.  Mr.  Rolph,  of  the  Ram 
Hotel,  will  give  every  information. 


Mr.  Dowsett,  writing  from  Hastings,  siya  :  "  Whilst 
at  Dungeness  on  Monday  last  we  learnt  a  good  p'an  of 
heating  a  weaver's '  sting.  One  of  our  number,  Mr 
Thornton  (of  the  B  S.A.S.),  was  badly  stung  with  a 
weaver,  and  was  vainly  icquiiing  if  anyone  had  any 
turpentine.  An  old  salt,  who  was  standing  by,  promptly 
took  the  quid  '  cf  'baccy  out  cf  his  month  and  popped  it 
on  the  spot,  causing  instant  relief  to  the  suffering  member. 
By  Bimply  keeping  the  '  quid  '  of  'baccy  moist  daring  the 
""t"  J''®  "^y*  Thornton  eipsrienced  no  further  ill 
effects  from  the  sting." 


A  CORRESPONDENT  SLiki  i(  there  is  any  rule  or  law  of  the 
mu  n  forbids  the  use  of  gorge  bait  for  jack  in  the 
Ihames  ?  Gorge  bait  is  not  allowed  on  the  Thames,  and 
should  never  be  practised  by  any  angler.  Fiah  taken  with 
the  gorge  bait  are  not  able  to  be  returned  if  undersized 
wheieas  ir  snap  tackle  is  used  the  hooks  are  easily 
removed.  Besides,  thsre  is  inanitely  mo:e  epsrt  in  usir  e 
snap  tackle. 

I  PAID  a  visit  to  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday  last,  when 
Mr.  C.  _W.  Glassington  occup'ed  the  chair.  In  conver- 
sation with  him  after  the  buiiness  was  concluded,  he  reeled 
off  the  following,  which  I  miy  or  miy  not  hivi  correctly 
interpreted : 

LOOE. 

(With  apologies  to  Rudyard  Kipling  ) 
There's  a  pretty  little  place 

Called  Looe, 
And  yer  don't  go  any  pace, 

Do  yer,  Looe  ? 
Your  streets  arn't  like  the  Strand, 
Your  wealth  not  like  the  Rmd, 
But  your  fishing's  mighty  grand, 

Ain't  it,  Looe  ? 

Then  'ere's  to  Looe  and  tight  line.?, 

Pretty  Looe,  Looe,  Looe  ; 
And  your  banjo  when  the  moon  shines, 

Charming  Looe,  Looe,  Looe. 
What  with  pollack  and  with  bass, 
An  angler  is  an  ass, 
If  he  lets  jour  village  pass. 

Ain't  'e,  Looe  ? 

When  a  boatman's  on  the  job, 

Good  for  Looe ; 
He  will  bet  a  sovereign  to  a  bob 

On  fish  off  Looe. 
He  will  bait  away  like  mad, 
But,  if  the  fishing's  bad. 
He  fays,  "  Oh  !  hang  the  chad  !  " 

Don't  'e,  Looe  ? 

You've  a  nice  house  called  "  The  Ship," 

'Aven't  yer,  Looe  ? 
And  it  don't  give  yer  the  pip. 

Does  it,  Looe  ? 
Mrs.  Cook  is  at  her  best, 
Mr.  Cook,  he  does  the  rest, 
As  for  Milroy,  well.  I'm  blest, 

Good  old  Looe  ! 
Then  'ere's  to  Looe  and  fishing. 

Pretty  Looe,  Looe,  Looe ; 
Pocket  "  Bickerdyke,"  and  wishing 

Good  luck,  Looe,  Looe. 
This  ain't  no  blooming  ode. 
But  you've  easied  the  angler's  load, 
And.  for  benefits  bestowed, 

Bless  yer,  Looe. 


-C.  W.  G. 


At  a  meeting  of  Preston  anglers  recently  the  question 
of  coarse  fishing  was  discuised.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
business  It  IS  stated  that  "the  delegates  afterwards 
partook  of  tea.  '  This  is  a  wrinkle  for  those  who,  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  business,  generally  take  Scotch  and 
soda. 


The  Standard  recently  contained  an  interesting  article 
entitled  '  Coarse  Fish  and  Float  Fishing."  The  subject 
IB  fxtremely  well  treated  bj  the  author,  and  I  could  not 
help  thinking  that  one  particular  remark  of  his  would 
appeal  most  forcibly  to  many  friendg  of  my  acquaintanee 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

''  How,"  he  asks,  "  could  a  man  spend  a  dry,  warm  day  in 
September  better  than  in  sauntering  along  the  banks  of 
Eome  pretty  brook  running  through  well-timbered  meadows, 
fishing  rod  in  hand,  and  bis  favourite  Virgil  in  his  pocket, 
repeating  to  himself  as  he  walks  the  lines  quoted  from 
Pisoator,  or  stretched  on  the  sweet  warm  grass,  and 
refreshing  himself  at  intervals,  when  the  fish  are  sluggish, 
with  the  praises  of  a  country  life,  and  the  moUes  suh 
arbore  somnt  in  which,  before  the  day  is  out,  he  will 
probably  indulge  ?  "  [Quite  right,  Mr.  Author.  I've 
caught  'em  at  it  myself  many  a  time,  and  never  fail  to 
throw  something  at  'em.] 


[September  22,  1900 


■>♦♦♦<- 


•  1  y^'l^'^^^  doctor,  while  enjoying  a  holiday  in  the 
island  of  Arran,  took  the  opportunity,  along  with  a  friend, 
to  80  fishing.  During  operations  the  doctor's  sinker  came 
off  and  was  lost.  Here  was  a  dilemma— no  sinker  no 
more  whiting  that  day.  Ha  !  happy  thought— his  flask- 
no  sooner  said  than  done.  The  bottle  was  filled  with  salt 
water,  carefully  corked,  and  sent  down  on  its  mission 
After  a  few  minutes'  interval,  "  Ha  !  "  quoth  the  doctor, 
a  bite,"  and  up  he  pulled  at  racing  speed  a  fine  pair  of 
whitings,  one  on  each  hook.  His  companion  in  the  boat 
exclaimed,  "  Ha,  doctor,  twins  this  time  '  "  "  Yes  " 
replied  the  doctor,  "  and  brought  up  on  the  bottle  '  "  ' 


Tam  and  Sandy,  who  are  enthusiastic  fishers,  made  great 
preparations  for  a  big  day's  catch  at  Dunoon  last  summer. 
Hiring  a  pnut,  they  pulled  out  about  a  couple  of  miles  off 
shore  till  they  reached  what  was  reputed  to  be  "a  good 
spot."  Here  they  anchored.  "  Got  everything  richt  na, 
Tam  ?  "  asked  Sandy.  "  A's  ticht,  Sandy  ;  trust  me  for 
that,"  and  Tam  proceeded  to  dole  the  store  out  of  the 
hamper.    "  Here's  the  haggis,  an'  the  cutties,  an'  the 

san'wiches,  an'  the  whueky  jir,  an'  "    "Got  the 

fishing  tackle  ?  "  "  Great  Soott !  "  gasped  Tam,  "  I  clean 
forgot  that !  " 

 >  »»»<  

Good-night. 
Gjod-night,_my  burden.    Rest  you  there, 

The  working  hours  are  over  ; 
Poor  weight,  that  had  to  be  my  care — 

And  why,  let  time  discover ! 
The  evening  star  sheds  down  cn  me 

The  dearer  look  than  laughter. 
At  whose  clear  call  I  put  by  all 

Forbids  me  follow  after. 
Free,  free— to  breathe  First  Breath  again,  the 
breath  of  all  Hereafter. 

Good-night,  heart's  grief ;  and  rest  you  there 

Until  you're  sure  to-morrow ; 
Here's  only  place  for  that  wide  Air 

More  old,  more  young,  than  sorrow. 
And  though  t  hear,  from  far  without, 

These  caging  winds  keep  revel. 
Oh,  jet  I  must  bestow  some  trust 
Where  Water  seeks  her  level — 
Where  wise-heart  Water  seeks  and  eingg,  until  she 
reach  the  level. 
-Josephine  Preston  Peabody,   in  the  October 
Sr.iibner's. 


A  PROMISING  young  barrister,  much  indebted  for  his 
education  to  an  energetic  angling  Scottish  grandfather, 
aooustomed  to  dressing  his  own  hooks,  bethought  him  of 
taking  to  Scotland  as  a  prcsant  the  best  book  of  flies 
which  money  ould  purchase  in  London.  They  were 
beauties.  The  old  man  looked  at  them  with  admiration, 
but  put  them  away  with  a  sigh,  obearving,  "  Na,  na  !  I 
couldna  fush  wi'  them.  The  troot  in  the  Wastwater  a' 
ken  me  by  this  time.    I'll  juist  fish  wi'  my  ain  flees." 


Some  conception  of  the  large  quantity  of  fish  consumed 
in  the  metropolis — and  also  condemned — may  ba  gained  by 
the  figures  issued  by  the  Fiahmongers'  Company,  who 
show  that  duringithe  month  of  August  a  total  of  17,915 
tons  was  delivered  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market.  Out 
of  this  quantity  a  total  of  79  tons  12c  wt.  2qr.  was  con- 
demned by  the  company's  officials.  At  Shadwell,  18owt. 
was  condemned  out  of  282  tons  delivered  during  the 
month. 


The  whale  does  not  discharge  water,  but  only  its 
breath.  This,  however,  in  rushing  up  into  the  air  hot 
from  the  animal's  body  has  the  moisture  condensed  to 
form  a  sort  of  rain,  and  the  colder  the  air,  just  as  in  the 
case  of  our  breath,  the  more  marked  the  result.  Whea 
the  spout  is  made  with  the  blowhole  clear  above  the 
surface  of  the  water  it  appears  like  a  sudden  jat  of  steam 
from  a  boiler.  When  effected,  as  it  sometimes  is,  before 
the  blowhole  reaches  the  surface,  a  low  fountain,  as  from 
a  strjet  fire  plug,  is  formed,  and  when  the  hole  is  close  to 
the  surface  at  the  moment  a  little  water  is  aent  up  with 
the  tall  jet  of  steam.  The  cloud  blown  up  does  not 
disappear  at  onoe,  but  hangs  a  litll)  while,  and  is  often 
seen  to  drift  a  short  distance  with  the  wind. 


A  medical  friend  of  "Straw  Hat"  was  rambling 
by  the  side  of  the  Forty-foot  driin  last  week,  when  they 
were  cutting  the  weeds.  In  dragging  out  the  refuse  the 
two  "locals  "  found  what  they  considered  a  peculiar  fish. 
They  were  examining  it  as  the  dcctor  walked  up.  "  Why 
he'n  gotten  the  measles,"  cried  one,  alluding  to  the  pink 
and  red  spots.  "  Don't  throw  it  away,"  cried  Medicus, 
"I'll  give  you  a  shilling  for  it.  I'll  take  it  home  and 
examine  it."  The  trout,  which  weighed  5ib,,  became  hia 
at  the  price,  and  the  doctor  said  it  was  delicious, 


A  SERVANT  girl  in  Wales,  on  entering  upon  a  fresh 
situation  was  asked  by  her  new  mistress  if  she  belonged 
to  the  Church  of  England.  The  girl  replied  "  No,  mum  j 
1  belong  to  Llansantffraid  Church,"  which  was  the  pariah 
in  which  she  had  been  born,  and  the  church  in  which  she 
had  been  christened  and  confirmed. 


The  most  valuable  fish  in  the  world,  according  to  the 
^mencan  F.  G.,  is  the  brnshtail  goldfish  from  China. 
Ihe  best  specimens  could  be  covered  by  a  silver  dollar 
yet  they  are  worth  from  SOOJols.  to  SOOdols.  apiece  In 
^ct,  as  much  as  700dols.  has  been  paid  for  a  choice  fish. 
This  when  alive  and  swimming.  Dead,  packed  in  ice  or 
pickled  in  salt  or  otherwise  preserved,  they  would  not 
fetch  anything  by  the  ton.  Such  are  the  pecnliaritiea  of 
values. 

A  GOOD  deal  of  discussion  has  been  going  the'  rounds 
regarding  the  derivation  of  the  word  "  lobster"  as  a  slang 
term  of  opprobrium.  Probably  the  best  reason  so  far 
Riven  IS  that  the  British  Redcoats  in  the  bitter  days  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  were  so  called  by  their  opponents. 
This  term  is  very  apt  when  one  considers  that  the  bulk  of 
the  Continental  forces  wore  recruited  from  the  hardy 
New  Englanders,  to  whom  the  lobster,  raw  or  boiled,  was 
equally  familiar.  Moreover,  it  is  about  the  only  thing,  so 
far  as  colour  ia  concerned,  to  which  they  could  compare 
the  Redcoats. 


Another  street  Arab  story.  "  Where  would  yon  have 
been,"  said  the  benevolent  old  gentleman  to  the  gamin 
who  had  just  had  the  narrowest  escape  from  being  run 
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The  plaster  trout  yarn  in  "  Three  Men  in  a  Boat  "  can 
claim  the  following  as  a  twin  brother  without  any  disgrace 
to  the  family.  Not  many  miles  from  the  G.E.  Station  at 
South  Woodford  is  a  peaceful  tavern,  the  host  of  which  haa 
distinguished  himself  among  the  local  anglera  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  a  set  of  stuffed  fish  in  a  resplendent  glias  case, 
which,  according  to  a  local  legend,  were  bought— I  beg 
pardon,  caught  by  himself,  but  the  full  weight  of  which, 
until  a  short  time  ago,  was  not  recorded,  and  was,  there- 
fore, a  mystery  and  a  subject  of  speculation  to  those  who 
had  the  privilege  of  inspecting  them  while  imbibing  special 
ginger  beer  and  other  products  which  are  dispensed  at 
that  particular  tavern.  At  last,  however,  the  host  was 
cornered,  and  was  obliged  to  submit  to  the  test  of  weight,  .1 
which  is  now  duly  recorded  on  the  case  in  resplendent 
letters  of  Dutch  metal,  put  on  in  the  sign  writer's  best 
style  of  professional  oaligraphy  at  so  much  an  inch,  which 
adds  considerably  to  the  appearance  of  the  mausoleum. 
The  weights  have  been  duly  vouched  for  by  the  landlord, 
the  affix  to  whose  name  ia  given  as  L.D.A.  Since  these 
have  appeared  there  has  been  a  big  run  on  the  dictionaries 
of  aynomyms  and  anonyms,  but,  as  yet,  solution  has  not 
been  found.  The  landlord,  in  reply  to  numerous  inquiries, 
asserts  that  it  means  lineal  descendant  of  Ananias,  and 
none  of  his  customera  show  any  inclination  to  disagree  with 
him. 

 >  *  >  *  <  

The  Bullfrog's  Tale. 

Dis  is  de  tale  dat  de  bullfrog  told  ; 
Told  to  de  lizird  so  lean ; 

Told  as  he  blinked  on  de  grass  heap  mould- 
Da  tale  ob  how  he  got  green. 

"  Onoe  on  a  time  " — en  de  frog  look  sad. 

En  de  teah  drops  staht  to  flow — 
"  De  only  two  frogs  in  de  wide  worl'  had 

Suits  jes'  as  white  as  snow. 

"  King  en  Queen  wus  de  lone  two  frogs. 

King  en  Queen  ob  de  place  ; 
En  dey  built  dah  throne  on  de  cypress  logs 

Eu  ruled  de  reptile  race. 

"  Ruled  dem  all,  en  ruled  dem  gran', 

Ruled  by  dah  suits  ob  white  ; 
De  only  two  t'inga  in  de  great  awamp  Ian' 

Dat  could  be  aeen  at  night. 

"  But  one  day.  Ah  b'lieve  'twaa  spring, 

De  frogs  wua  sittin'  on  de  throne  ; 
When  dah  cawled  along  de  strangest  thing. 

Dressed  up  in  rainbow  tone. 

"  Hit  had  sky  blue  on  de  top  ob  hit's  haid. 

En  a  paih  ob  glint  pink  eyes  ; 
En  it  had  big  spots  ob  de  brightest  red. 

En  a  yallah  streak  crosswise. 
"  De  frogs  look  hahd  en  try  to  see. 

En  dey  hahdly  b'lieved  dah  eyes  ; 
Dey  aay  to  dah  self  de  t'ing  mus'  be 

A  rainbow  dropped  fum  de  skies. 

"  But  when  de  snaik  give  his  haid  a  reah, 

'Twas  mo'en  enough  to  convince ; 
En  de  frogs  tuhn  green  wid  envy  right  dah 

En  dey  bin  dat  way  ebah  since." 

—Chicago  News.' 

When  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  visited  Australia  he 
accepted  an  invitation  to  visit  a  wealthy  squatter.  Antici- 
pating the  visit,  the  squatter  suddenly  recollected  that 
the  library  was  unfurnished.  He  sat  down  and  despatched 
the  following  telegram:  "Send  one  ton  of  books. 
Immediate  delivery,"  The  order  waa  executed,  and  the 
Duke  looked  upon  a  ton  of  library. 


September  22,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


237 


THE  RIVER  ARUN  NEAR 
ARUNDEL. 


Those   who  are  spending  their  holiday  at 
Littlehampton  or  Bognor,  if  fond  of  angling,  can 
get  some  very  fair  coarse  fishing  by  taking  train 
to  Arundel  Station ;  some  capital  places  can  be 
found  a  little  distance  upstream.    To  those  who 
don't  mind  half  an  hour's  walk,  I  advise  them  to 
go  over  Arundel  Bridge  to  that  well-known  house 
of  entertainment,  the  Black  Rabbit,  then  over  a 
bridge,  working  upstream  till  one  comes  to  what 
is  known  as  the  Long  Meadow,  and  at  the  part 
where  the  old  river  joins  the  fifth  cutting  capital 
swims  can  be  found,  and  good  sport  at  certain 
parts  of  the  tide  can  be  obtained  either  from 
bank  or  boat.    To  those  who  prefer  boat  fishing, 
they  may  obtain  them  at  the  Black  Rabbit. 
The  best  places  are  easily  found,  a  may  bush 
marking  one  of  the  very  best  swims.    This  swim 
fishes  best  when  the  tide  is  half  down,  then  right 
up  till  the  end  of  the  ebb.    If  it  is  near  the  top, 
anglers  will  find  ledgering  well  out  better  than 
float  fishing.    As  the  water  recedes  floating  or 
light  ledgering  may  be  indulged  in.    We  next 
come  to  two  excellent  swims  close  together,  10yds. 
further  upstream ;  then  for  some  distance  weeds 
and  sedge  abound,  making  it  difiicult  to  find  a 
comfortable  place.    Beyond  this  spot  the  river 
turns  to  the  right  hand.    In  fact,  it  is  a  bend  of 
the  old  river,  being  deep    and    heavy  water 
necessitating  ledgering  with  a  very  heavy  Thames 
lead,  and  is  best  manipulated  from  a  boat. 
Grand  fish  are  frequently  caught  from  this  swim 
if  properly  fished. 

I  prefer  to  fish  it  the  two  last  hours  of  the  ebb, 
and  just  a  bit  of  the  flow.    From  here  to  the  next 
cutting  up-stream  there  are  several  good  places 
for  bream  and  roach,  and  at  times  big  jack  fall  to 
the  angler's  skill,  who  knows  where  to  go  for 
them,  viz.,  the  mouth  of  the  old  river  where  years 
ago  it  was  cut.    Any  number  of  anglers  who  go 
down  by  Mrs.  Eldridge's  excursion  every  Sunday 
morning  may  be  seen  trying  their  luck  all  along 
the  river,  and  frequently  meet  with  excellent 
sport.   On  Sept.  1  a  well-known  angler  caught 
121b.  of  grand  roach,  the  three  largest  going  61b., 
averaging  21b.  each.     What  river  (i.e.,  open 
water  frequented  by  Londoners)  can  show  a 
better  record?     The  distance  from  Amberley 
station    to     the    Long    Meadow    is  rather 
further   to    walk    than    from    Arundel.  The 
scenery  about  this  part  of  the  Arun  is  very 
beautiful,  and  appeals  to  those  with  an  artistic 
temperament.   I  find,  as  a  rule,  fish  feed  better 
when  the  tide  is  at  the  flood,  both  in  the  old  river 
and  well  upstream  —  for  instance,  at  or  near 
Houghton  and  Buiy.    Yet,  at  the  May  Bush 
swim,  in  the  Long  Meadow,  the  reverse  is  the 
case,  as  the  fish  on  a  flood  tide  work  up  the  old 
river,  then,  as  the  water  recedes,  return  into  the 
deeper  water  of  the  cutting;  therefore,  when 
intending  to  fish  this  particular  part  of  the  Arun, 
the  angler  should  choose  a  tide  that  he  wiU  have 
time  to  fish  right  out,  many  of  the  best  fish  being 
creeled  at  the  lowest  part  of  the  ebb.  Many 
novices  imagine  no  good  can  be  done  when  the 
river  is  in  flood;  this  is  true  only  in  certain 
reaches.   I  for  one  have  done  well  using  worms 
for  hook-bait  and  selecting  places  out  of  the 
heavy  run  of  the  stream.    Only  last  February  a 
friend,  finding  the  Arun  in  flood,  and  doing  no 
good  near  Houghton  Bridge,  went  up  to  the  fifth 
cutting,  where,  to  his  great  satisfaction,  he  found 
the  river  fishable,  and  setting  to  work,  had  a 
capital  take  of  bream  in  a  short  time,  his  best 
fish  gaining  him  a  prize  for  the  largest  bream  of 
the  season ;  and  so  I  have  found  it  on  more  than 
one  occasion— it  is  the  unexpected  that  often 
happens  in  angling. 

The  Arun  mullet  have  often  been  spoken  of  as 
excellent.  Several  of  these  fish  have  recently 
been  taken  by  bank  anglers,  one  by  that  well- 
known  angler  Mr.  Vanaghan.  As  a  rule,  although 
these  fish  work  up  as  far  as  Bury  Church,  they 
are  seldom  caught  with  rod  and  line.  How  is 
this?  So  many  fishing  the  river  and  using  all 
sorts  of  baits,  it  appears  unaccountable.  Is  it 
because  mullet  feed  in  mid- water  on  the  surface, 
and  rarely  on  the  ground  ? 

Eels.— The  Arun  eels  are  very  numerous,  and 
run  a  good  size  if  taken  on  night  lines  or  by  eel 
spearing  along  the  banks;  also  many  can  be 
caught  bobbing,  but  a  boat  or  punt  is  required  to 


ensure  success.  The  eels  caught  in  the  daytime 
rarely  exceed  :ilb.,  and  a  great  number  of  very 
small  ones  visit  one's  bream  hooks,  and  are  quite 
a  nuisance  to  most  anglers  who  use  a  roach  pole, 
their  fine-drawn  crystal  hooks  being  spoilt  every 
time  one  of  these  little  pests  are  hooked.  These 
shoe-strings,  as  they  are  mostly  called,  are  very 
good  eating,  but  with  hooks  at  eighteenpence  a 
dozen,  to  say  nothing  of  time  lost  in  replacing 
one's  hook,  makes  even  bream  fishing  expensive. 

The  Arun  is  certainly  a  most  prolific  river,  and, 
considering  the  great  number  of  anglers  that 
frequent  it,  it  seems  truly  wonderful  such  grand 
roach,  and  so  many  excellent  catches  of  both 
bream  and  roach,  are  still  to  be  had.  It  is  seldom 
the  writer  gets  a  blank.  Then,  again,  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  in  years  gone  by  netting  was 
continually  carried  on  far  more  than  in  the 
present  day.  At  times  even  the  best  anglers  fail. 
I  account  for  this  because  in  a  tidal  river  fish  go 
about  in  shoals,  shifting  or  travelling  up  and 
down  according  to  the  strength  of  the  tide. 
Those  anglers  who  study  these  points  with 
respect  to  certain  swims  generally  do  well,  the 
May  Bush  swim  in  the  Long  Meadow  being  a  case 
in  point.  p.  M 


SEA  PISHING  FROM  PIERS. 
In  answer  to  several  inqairies  as  to  fishiog  from  piere 
being  allowed  on  Sundays,  the  following  information  has 
been  obtaiued  : 

Aldebiirgh.—"  We  have  no  jetties,  only  a  wharf.  Sun- 
day fishing  must  be  from  boats."— The  Haebodb 
Master. 

Bangor.—"  Fishing  is   not  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays but  by  taking  a  small  boat  angling  may  be 
indulged  in  to  your  heart's  content.    Fish  are  much 
more  plentiful  out  there  than  about  the  pier."— Wm. 
Owen,  Pier  Master. 
Barmouth.—"  All  sea  fishing  is  free,  according  to  the 
Sea  Fisheries  Board  regulations,  but  no  fishing  is 
allowed  on  Sunday,  nor  boating." — John  Lewis, 
Harbour  Master. 
BenvicTc-on-Tteeed  — "  There  is  no  angling  or  fishing  of 
any  kind  sanctioned  on  Sunday  within  the  limits  of 
the   Berwick   Harbour." — Robeet   A.  Darling, 
Harbour  Master.  ' 
Blackpool.—"  We  beg  to  inform  you  that  no  fishing  is 
permitted  from  this  company's  pier  on  Sundays. 
There  is  no  harbour  here,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent    fishing    from    boats."  —  Jas.  Walker, 
Secretary  Blackpool  Pier  Company. 
Blyth.—"  Fishing  is  not  allowed  at  all  on  our  piers.  Men 
frequently  fish  about  the  quays  and  in  the  harbour, 
but  there  is  practically  no  fishing  on  the  Sunday' 
although  we  have  no  regulations  to  stop  the  same,' 
excepting  on  the  piers."— T.  C.  Nicholson,  Harbour 
Master. 

Bognor.— Fishing  is  allowed  on  Sundays  as  on  other  days, 

viz.,  free."— J.  Rogers,  Pier  Master. 
BournemoutlL.—"  Fishing  from  the  pier  is  not  allowed  on 

Sundays."— J.  Druitt,  jun..  Solicitor,  Town  Clerk. 
Brixham. — "  We  have  no  bye-law  that  would  prohibit 
fishing  on  Sundays."— J.  W.  Wh baton,  Harbour 
Master. 

Broadstairs.—"  Fishing  is  not  allowed  from  the  pier  on 

Sundays."— S.  Holbourn,  Harbour  Master. 
Clacton-on-Sea. — "  We  do  not  object  to  fishing  on  the  pier 
on  Sandaya,  providing  anglers  do  not  litter  up  the  pier 
with  weed,  &c."— 8.  J.  B.  Legerton,  Pier  Master. 
Conway.— "Fiahiog  on  Sundays  is  not  allowed  on  quays 

or  piers  in  Conway." — Evan  Evans. 
Cowes  (Isle  of  WiglU).—"  Angling  is  not  permitted  from 

this  piet."— L.  T.  Wilkins,  Traffic  Manager. 
Cromer.—"  There  is  now  no  jetty  at  Cromer,  the  old  one 
having  been  washed  away.   A  pier  is  now  in  course  of 
erection."— P.  E.  Hansell,  Clerk  to  the  Cromer 
Protection  Commissioners. 
Deal.—"  Fishing  is  allowed  on  Sundays  from  the  pier."— 

John  E.  Lawrence. 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man..— "  There  is  no  restriction  against 
fishing  off  piers,  &c.,on  Sundays."— J.  H.  Corris, 
Assistant  Harbour  Master.  ' 
Easthourae. — "Pishing  is  not  allowed  from  any  part  of 

the  pier  on  Sundays."— G.  Sawdie,  Pier  Master. 
Ejunouth  Dock. — "There  is  occasionally  some  fishing 
done  from  the  pier  in  the  early  morning,  but  not  after 
eight  or  nine  o'clock.  In  the  harbour  of  course  there 
are  no  restrictions." — Exmouth  Dock  Co. 
Folkestone  Fier. — "  We  allow  angling  on  Sundays  from 
the  lower  landing  stage  only," — W.  Amies  King, 
General  Manager. 
Great  Yarmouth,  Britannia  Pier. — "'  There  is  no  fishing 
on  any  of  the  piers  or  jetty  on  Sunday," — John 
Dale,  Pier  Master. 
Gh-eat  Tarmouth.—"  The  Fott  und  Haven  Commissioners 
give  no  sanction  to  angling  on  the  piers  and  jetties  on 
Sundays.  I  am  not  aware,  however,  of  there  being 
any  restriction  against  angbng  in  any  other  part  of 
the  harbour.  I  would  notice  to  you  that  the  pier  is 
not  a  promenade  or  pleasure  pier,  but  is  part  of  the 
works  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Yar- 
mouth Harbour,  and  for  the  use  of  pilots  and  others 
engaged  in  the  shipping  of  the  port.  It  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Port  and  Haven  Commissioners,  who  are 
the  harbour  authority  here,  and  who  have  the  sole 
control  of  the  pier,  and  the  use  of  the  pier  for  any 


other  purpose  than  I  have  just  named  ie  merely 
permissible,  and  not  of  right."— J.  Tolvers  Waters, 
Clerk  to  the  Port  and  Haven  ComnoisBionerB. 
Hastings.—"  Fishing  is  allowed  from  the  landing  stages 
only  at  Hastings  Pier,  and  is  free.  From  St. 
Leonard's  Pier  free,  but  only  from  the  landing- 
stages.  Anywhere  from  top  deck  3d.  extra  "— H 
Dowsett. 

Hern^  Bay —"  Angling  is  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays."— Henry  C.  Jones,  Secretary  to  the 
Heme  Bay  Pier  Co.  Ltd. 
/fi/ttsfrtn/'ott.—"  No  Sunday  restrictions  for  fishing  from 
the  pier  that  I  know  of— or  from  any  other  part  of 
Hunstanton  coast.    The  fishing  from  the  pier  ia  very 
iLferior— a  few  butts  (or  very  small  plaice)  and  some- 
timfls  a  whiting."— Frkl)  Wiley,  Pier  Master. 
Portobello  Pier.—"  Fithing  is  not  allowed  at  Portobello 
r  .^^,P>er  (n  Sundays  "  -Pier  Master,  Galloway,  Leith. 
Littlehampton.—  '  I  beg  to  say  that  I,  as  harbour  master, 
should  not  object,  except  at  the  East  Pier  (where  there 
are  no  fish).    On  the  western  side  of  the  river  many 
find  good  sport.    Fishing  on  Sundays  ie  not  in  the 
least  objected  to."— William  Sewell,  Harbour 
Master. 

Looe.— "At  present  there  is  no  regulation,  but  from 
what  I  know  of  the  authorities,  it  would  not  be 
allowed." — Henry  Davey,  Harbour  Master. 
Loivestoft  — "  Pishing   ie  strictly  prohibited  from  our 
South  Promenade  Pier  on  Sundays  or  any  other  days ; 
but  I  do  not  know  of  any  restriction  with  reference  to 
fishing  off  any  of  the  other  piers  or  any  other  part  of 
the  harbour  on  Sundays."— H.   G.  Henderson 
Harbour  Master. 
Margate.— "  FUhing  is  done  from  the  harbcur  occa- 
sionally on  Sundays  without  interference.   Ttie  jetty 
is  free  to  the  public,  but  on  the  jetty  extension  fishing 
IS  discouraged  on  Sundays  by  the  directofs."— Theo 
Golden,  Pier  Office. 
Margate.—"  The  company  of  directors  do  not  stop  anyone 
fishing  from  the  jetty  on  Sundays."— T.  Jephcott 
Hoy  Hotel,  Margate.  ' 
Netvhaven.—"  I  have  no  objection  to  angling  from  our 
East  Pier  and  Breakwater  on  Sundays,  provided 
anglers  obtain  a  written  permission  from  me  to  fish  " 
—William  Morris,  Harbour  Master. 
North  Sliields.—  '  I  have  never  seen  anyone  fishing  from 
the  South  Shields  pier  on  Sundays,  and  am  not  aware 
of  any  law  to  prevent  anyone  from  fishing  there  on 
Sundays."- John  Bruce,  Harbour  Master. 
Padstow.—"  No  person  ever  fishes  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays,  therefore  nothing  has  been  said  or  done  in 
the  matter."— W.  S.  Allport,  Harbour  Master. 
Penzance.—"  I  have  _  never  seen  or  heard  of  anyone 
fishing  from  our  pier-heads  on  a  Sunday,  or  any  part 
of  the  pier,  but  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  Act  to 
prohibit  them  from  doing  so." — Chas.  Mahbatt 
Harbour  Master.  ' 
Plymouth.—"  You  can  fish  from  Batten  Breakwater, 
about  300jds.  long,  or  any  part  of  the  harbour,  but 

not  from  the  promenade  pier  on  Sundays."  W 

Hearder. 

Porthgwarra  {Treen).—MR.  Alfred  Jackson  writes  from 
Porthgwarra  :  "  We  have  no  pier,  but  anyone  can  fish 
at  any  time  they  choose  from  any  of  the  headlands  or 
rocks  in  the  neighbourhood.  Large  bream  are  very 
plentiful  just  now,  and  should  remain  so  for  months. 
Large  pollack  of  161b.  and  201b.  are  just  beginning  to 
be  caught.  Bass  will  begin  in  the  middle  of  July,  and 
mackerel  about  August.  These  can  all  be  taken  with 
rod  and  line  from  a  boat;  bream  and  small  pollack 
and  other  fish  can  be  taken  from  recks." 
Ramsay,  Isle  of  Man,—"  There  is  nothing  in  the  bye- 
laws  prohibiting  fishing  on  Sundays,  but  as  a  rule 
visitors  neither  boat  or  fish  on  Sundays,  and  those 

who  would  do  so  would  be  looked  down  upon."  

John  Clarke,  Harbour  Master. 
Ramsgate.—"  Fishing  is  allowed  from  Ramsgate  Diera  on 

Sundays."— W.  B.  Laker.  ^ 
Ryde. — "Fishing  is  allowed  at  all  times,  as  long  as  it 

does  not  interfere  with  other  people's  pleasure."  

W.  p.  Stannet,  Manager,  Ryde  Pier  Company. 
Sc«/-6or6ii9'?i.—"  Pishing  is  not  allowed  on  the  piers  or 
harbours  on  Sunday."— George  Appleyard,  Har- 
bour Master. 

Southampton. — "No  Sunday  fishing  is  allowed  on  the 

pier.   You  can  fish  alongside  the  pier  and  '(lay."  

C.  McPherson. 
Soathend-on-Sea. — "  Fishing  is  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays  subject  to  certain  conditions." — F.  Edward 
Kemp,  Pier  Master. 
Southivick.—"'No  objection  would  be  raised  to  fishing 
from  the  piers  of  this  harbour,  providing  it  was 
confined  to  rod  and  line,  and  that  the  number  of 
persons  so  engaged  should  not  be  such  as  to  interfere 

with  the  movement  of  vessels  within  the  harbour."  

Alfred  J.  Catt,  Harbour  Master. 
Southwold.—"  Fishing  will  only  be  allowed  from  the  pier 
until  10  a.m.  on  Stmdays." — E.  G.  Laxgley,  Pier 
Master. 

Torquay.—"  Fishing  is  not  allowed  on  Sundaya  from  any 
of    the    piers,    jetties,    or    harbour  undertaking 
belonging  to  this  corporation." — Fredk.  S.  Hex 
Town  Clerk. 

Ventnor,  Isle  of  Wight.— "  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
question  of  Sunday  angling  from  the  pier  has  ever 
been  raised  here,  but  I  do  not  think  that  my  pier 
committee  would  favour  the  idea." — John  Dcfton 
Town  Clerk. 

Walton-on-Naze.—"  We  allow  fishing  at  all  times  from 

our  pier."- Jas.  Kelly,  Pier  Master. 
Whitstable. — "  Yon  may  fish  and  welcome  from  the 
harbour  pier  at  Whitstable  on  Sundays."- J.  W.  B. 
Loudon,  Harbour  Master. 


238 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[September  22,  1900 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
Tvro  trays  of  fine  fish  graced  the  chairman's  table  at 
Monday's  meeting  of  this  society,  Mr.  Frank  Ward  pre- 
sidinj;  over  the  gathering  with  his  aocustomed  geniality. 
Mr.  Horace  H  Brown  exhibited  a  nice  dish  of  grayling 
from  Hungertord,  the  best  being  a  plump  specimen  of  an 
ounce  short  of  Iflb  in  weight.  He  also  showed  a  chub  of 
21b.  4oz.,  taken  on  the  Colne.  In  giving  an  account  of  the 
capture  of  the  grayling,  Mr.  Brown  said  that  he  took 
them  before  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  After  that  time 
he  did  not  more  another  all  day.  He  attributed  this 
to  the  shnttirg  off  of  the  water,  a  frequent  source  of 
annoyance  to  visitors  at  Hungerford.  Below  Eddington 
Bridge,  and  in  parts  of  the  shallow  above,  one  could  have 
walked  about  without  getting  over  the  tops  of  the  boots  in 
water.  He  found  the  river  very  weedy  in  places,  and  what 
bad  promised  to  be  a  record  day  tamed  out  unsatbfactory. 
On  the  Colne  Mr.  Brown  took  gpven  varieties  of  fish — 
trout,  p3rch,  chub,  roach,  dace,  &o.  He  had  three  and  a 
half  brace  of  perch  on  a  large-sized  Wagtail,  with  which  he 
was  spinning  for  pike.  The  latter  were,  ho  wever,  not  feeding. 
The  second  tray  contained  a  well-conditiooed  pike  of 
111b.  143Z.,  sent  up  from  the  society's  water  at  Newbury  by 
Mr.  M.  G.  B.  de  Courcy.  In  giving  an  account  of  its 
capture,  the  hon.  secretary  wrote  that  he  had  grand 
sport  with  the  fish.  It  got  round  some  piles,  and  after- 
wards plunged  head  first  into  a  weed  bed.  It  was  the 
gamest  pike  he  had  ever  landed,  and,  on  being  put  on  the 
scales  at  the  Swan,  went  121b.  all  but  an  ounce,  so  that 
daring  its  journey  from  Newbury  to  the  Holborn  it  had 
lost  only  an  ounce  in  weight.  Mr.  de  Courcy  added  that  the 
Lambourne  is  very  low  and  weedy  at  the  moment,  Mr. 
C.  Butler  spoke  of  the  sea  trout  fishing  he  had  had  in  the 
Isle  of  Harris.  During  his  stay  there  he  took  fifty  sea 
trout,  and  lost  a  salmon  through  the  gillie  bungling  the 
landing  of  it.  Sport  at  Harrb  had  been  poor,  and  not  up 
to  its  usual  standard  of  excellence.  Mr.  K.  Bradford  had 
indulged  in  sea  fishing  at  Alnmouth,  and  had  scored  well 
amongst  mackerel,  garnard,  plaice,  whiting,  and  dabs. 
Prom  Uibridge  no  news  of  big  roach  were  received.  Mr. 
G.  Smith  took  some  fair  fish  on  Saturda.y,  and  Messrs. 
Jacobs,  W.  G.  Fletcher,  and  H.  A  Rolt  had  a  qua,ntity 
of  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  bat  they  ran  comparatively 
small.  The  weed  cutting,  which  has  been  in  progress  for 
some  time  previously,  had  doubtless  somewhat  disturbed 
the  fish.  The  broad  shallow  and  the  roach  swims  at  the 
top  of  the  water  are  absolutely  destitute  of  weed,  eo  that 
there  is  little  cover  for  the  fish.  The  members  heard  with 
pleasure  that  Mr.  B.  C.  Blundell  had  killed  a  20ib.  salmon 
on  the  water  of  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  on  the  Deveron. 

M.  G  B.  DE  C. 


AUEBIOAN  Books. — A  catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departmeiitB  of  literature  can  be  bad  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited.  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fett«r-lane.  London 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
At  the  weekly  meeting,  held  at  the  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern,  Coleman-street,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Connellan  was  appointed  to  the  chair,  and  gave  the  meet- 
ing a  very  interesting  account  of  a  recent  visit  to  Ireland, 
sea  fishing.  The  water  waa  exceptionally  clear,  this  being 
adverse  to  a  repetition  of  the  wonderful  bags  experienced 
in  the  district  a  year  or  two  ago.  He  saooseded  in  taking, 
during  about  eight  days'  fishing,  twenty-two  pollack, 
average  about  71b.,  thirty-one  gurnard,  twenty-five  bream, 
four  conger  (largest  9 Jib.),  thirteen  scad,  thirteen  whiting, 
two  mackerel,  one  pouting,  one  cod  of  151b.,  one  thorn- 
backed  ray  of  61b.,  one  wraese,  and  one  lobster,  eighteeu- 
penny  size.  Mr.  Gibson  a  similar  experience,  though  no 
details  were  to  hand.  Mr.  Close  only  had  about  three 
days'  fishing,  during  which  he  captured  seven  whiting, 
eight  grey  gurnard,  one  conger  (lOjlb.),  two  wrasse,  ten 
bream,  eleven  scad,  one  skate  (201b.),  two  nurse  dog,  one 
crab.  There  was  a  great  difficulty  in  getting  bait,  and 
fresh  bait  particularly,  and  on  those  few  occasions  when 
the  latter  was  available  a  marked  improvement  in  the  returns 
was  noticeable.  The  water  fished  was  very  deep,  being 
as  much  as  80  yards  deep  in  places.  Mr.  Emery  has  been 
away  in  Ireland,  and,  I  hear,  has  taken  pike  up  to  201b., 
and  Mr.  Dickins,  who  accompanied  him,  pike  up 
to  151b.  Mr.  Scott  had  been  away  to  the  Norfolk 
Broads  for  a  fortnight,  and  had  a  great  number  of  bream 
and|roach,  but  they  all  ran  disappointingly  small,  the  bream 
only  going  up  to  about  2Jlb.  He  also  fished  off  Yarmouth, 
and  took  a  great  quantity  of  smill  whiting  (but  these 
improved  as  time  went  on),  gurnard,  dogfish,  &c.  Mr. 
Scott  was  present  when  a  conger,  4ft.  6in.  in  length,  was 
landed  on  the  Britannia  Pier,  Yarmouth.  Mr.  Chasteney 
had  a  roach  of  12oz.  at  Chesham,  and  was  smashed  by  a 
large  trout.  Mr.  BIdred,  one  small  trout  from  Cheeham, 
on  Saturday ;  Mr.  Wertheim,  eight  fish  from  Hilgay ; 
Mr.  Castello,  six  small  trout  from  Brittany.  Mr.  Eaisen 
captured  twenty-one  good-sized  roach  from  Downton,  and 
a  pike  of  4|ib  The  river  was  sluggish,  and  only  4ft.  to 
5ft.  deep.  Mr.  Zarfaes  had  five  score  dabs  and  whiting, 
very  good  fish,  from  the  Southend  Pier.  Other  members 
present  who  had  nothing  to  relate  were  duly  fined.  Mr. 
Woodruff  returned  from  Leigh  with  a  nice  lot  of  flit-fish 
for  distribution,  bat,  unfortunately,  most  of  the  members 
had  left,  still,  the  fish  were  readily  accepted  by  those 
present.  On  Saturday  week,  the  29th  inst.,  the  closing 
dinner  of  the  season  will  be  held  at  the  Black  Horse, 
Cheehim,  ana  I  shall  be  glad  if  those  members  who  intend 
going  down  will  kindly  advise  me  beforehand,  so  that 
arrangements  may  be  made  for  their  comfort.  Following 
that  the  next  fixture  is  an  outing  to  Leigh,  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  C.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  followed  the  usual 
toasts,  and  the  meeting  separated. 

J.  H.  Walkee  (Hon.  Sec). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETT. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  19,  at  8  p  m., 
Mr.  Glaesington  in  the  chair,  the  hon.  secretary  read 
reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal  and  Walmer, 
stating  that  the  fishing  was  exceptionally  good  for  so  early 
in  the  season.  Mr.  Preston-Gardner,  fishing  at  Looe, 
reported  by  letter  that  he  had  pretty  good  sport,  having 
taken  IJowt.  of  fish,  best  151b.,  seven  at  81b.  to  8Jlb. , 
twelve  at  61b  ,  remainder  from  21b.  to  51b.;  fifty-five 
pollack  in  all,  five  mackerel,  and  a  lot  of  chad.  Mr. 
Edwards  reported  having  heard  from  one  of  the  boatmen 
at  Deal,  that  the  fish  were  coming  in  well,  the  boats_  taking 
from  four  to  five  score  per  boat,  one  boat  taking  eighteen 
to  twenty  score,  but  only  two  small  codling.  The  follow- 
ing experiences  were  then  given  by  members  present :  Mr. 
Jacobs,  fishing  at  Deil  from  Sept.  8  to  11,  on  Sept.  8  took 
three  score ;  Sept.  9,  five  and  a  half  score  ;  Sept.  10,  three 
score ;  Sept.  11,  six  score,  mostly  whiting,  some  pouting,  and 
dabs.  Mr,  Minohin  had  been  fishing  at  Looe  from  Aug.  26 
to  Sept.  17;  best  day  off  Looe,  about  Jcwt.,  best  pollack 
111b.;  fishing  off  Buodown  for  three  days,  took  Ifowt., 
best  day  seven  fish  weighing  Icwt.,  another  day  seven  fish 
weighiog  Jcwt, ,  another  day  four  fish  weighing  471b. ;  and 
during  the  last  week,  fishing  off  Bundown,  one  day  taking 
three  fish  weighing  331b.,  another  day  fish  weighing  501b., 
another  day  Jcwt. ,  best  fish  101b.  Mr.  Glaesington  reported 
having  had  a  long  tour  through  North  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall, but  had  very  little  sport  except  at  Looe,  where  he 
had  some  good  sport,  best  pollack  131b.,  one  of  81b.,  and 
one  of  71b.,  and  a  bass  of  61b.,  also  several  congers,  and 
hooked  but  lost  several  large  fish,  which  broke  up  three 
lots  of  tackle,  some  treble  gut.  Mr.  Connellan  had  been 
to  Ballyoottc  n  for  eight  days'  fishing,  with  varying  sport, 
and  had  not  kept  complete  records  of  catches,  but  the 
following  are  some  of  them  :  twenty-two  gurnard  (one  of 
which  was  a  red  one  of  31b.),  twenty-five  bream,  four 
conger  (not  large),  thirteen  chad,  eighteen  whiting  (from 
|lb  to  IJIb.  each),  two  mackerel,  one  pouting,  one  rock  cod 
of  151b.  and  some  wrasse,  eighteen  pollack  (best  lljlb.),  and 
mentioned  that  a  great  variety  of  fish  are  obtainable. 
Mr.  Yates,  at  Deal  on  Sept.  17  and  18— on  17th,  fishing 
with  three  rods  in  the  bay,  took  twelve  score  ;  on  Sept.  18, 
off  the  Royal  Hotel,  fifteen  good  whiting.  Mr.  Clay, 
fishing  at  Crinan,  Sotland,  found  sport  very  poor  owing 
to  coiitinual  trawling.  The  hon.  sec.  and  several  friends 
at  Leigh  on  Sept.  15  and  16 — fishing  for  several  hours  on 
Sept.  16,  found  sport  very  poor,  only  taking  six  or  eight 
small  flounders  between  them;  and  on  Sept.  16,  with  fo«r 
members,  fishing  in  the  Loway,  had  fair  sport.  The  hon. 
sec.  took  twenty-four  fish  ;  Mr.  Reeves,  fifteen  fish ;  Col. 
Pratt,  sixteen  fish  ;  Mr.  Goddard,  fifteen  fish.  The  best 
fish  fell  to  Mr.  Reeves,  a  chad  of  about  Ijlb.,  which  gave 
him  five  minutes'  good  sport.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  and  usual  toast  to  the  society  dosed  the 
meeting.  Charles  8.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


AUSTRALIA.    Orient  Line  Guide.    Edited  by  W.  J.  Loftie, 

B.A.  With  Maps  and  nearly  100  Illustrations.  Fifth  Edition.  Enlarged 
and  entirely  Rewritten.    Crown  4to.,  red  edges,  2s.  6d. 

BARBADOES:   a  West  Indian  Sanatorium.     By  J.    H.  S. 

MoxLT.    A  Guide  to  the  Island.    Crown  Svo.,  3s.  6d. 

BELGIUM   AND  HOLLAND.  HANDBOOK  TO 

THE  ART  GALLERIES  OF.    By  Lord  Ronald  Gower.    Crown  8vo.,  5s. 

CANADA-NEWFOUNDLAND  TO  MANITOBA: 

a  Guide  to  Canada's  Maritime,  Mining,  and  Prairie  Provinces.  By  W. 
Fraseb  Rae.    New  Edition.    Small  8vo.,  6s. 

CARLSBAD  AND  ITS  ENVIRONS.    By  J.  Meeey- 

LEES.  New  Edition,  thoroughly  Revised  and  Enlarged.  By  Adolf  Beuer, 
of  Carlsbad.    With  16  Illustrations  and  Plan.    Crown  8vo.,  roan,  3s.  6d. 

GRENADA    HANDBOOK,    DIRECTORY,  AND 

ALMANACK,  1899.  Compiled  by  Edward  Drayton.  With  Illustrations. 
Crown  8vo.,  Is.  6d. 

HOMBURG  AND  ITS  WATERS.  With  Articles  on 
Obesity,  Gout,  Weak  Heart,  &c.  By  N.  E.  Yobke-Davies,  L.R.C.P.  Crown 
8vo.,  Is.  6d. 

HUNGARY,    HANDBOOK   FOR  (BUDAPEST). 

With  Maps  and  Plans.    Small  crown,  8vo.,  6s. 

MADEIRA  AND  THE  CANARY  ISLANDS.   By  A 


Samler  Bkown. 
2s.  6d. 


With  Maps  and  Plans.     New  Edition.     Crown  8vo., 


By  E.  J.  Goodman. 
Second  Edition.  Crown 


NORWAY,  THE  BEST  TOUR  IN. 

With  Route  Map  and  34  Full-page  Illustrations. 
8vo.,  7s.  6d. 

NORWAY  -  PLEASURE    CRUISES   TO  THE 

LAND  OF  THE  MIDNIGHT  SUN,  SPITSBERGEN,  ICELAND,  &c.  With 
Maps  and  numerous  Illustrations.    Oblong,  paper  covers,  Is. 


•LONDON-OUR  RAMBLES  IN  OLD  LONDON. 

By  Mrs.  Machell  Smith.    Illustrated.    Small  post  8vo.,  28.  6d. 
BOOT'S   "DISTRICT"   GUIDE   TO    LONDON.  Eighth 

Edition.    Paper  cover,  6d.  ;  cloth.  Is. 

208  pages  (25  pages  of  Maps  in  Colours).  8000  Map  References  to 
Streets,  &c.,  3000  Cab  Fares,  Plans  of  London  Railway  Termini.  Sketch 
Plans  of  Streets.    Numerous  Illustrations. 

THE  "DISTRICT  RAILWAY"  MAP  OF  LONDON.  Un- 
questionably the  Cheapest,  most  Accurate,  Trustworthy,  and  "  Up-to-date  " 
Map  of  London  obtainable.  Printed  on  paper,  6d.  ;  mounted  on  linen,  in 
stiff  cover,  l.s. 

THE  "DISTRICT  RAILWAY"  COUNTRY  MAP.  Third 

Edition  (published  June,  1898).  On  paper,  in  limp  cover,  3d. ;  mounted  on 
linen,  in  stiff  cover,  6d.  ;  mounted,  roUered,  and  varnished,  Is.  6d. 

This  Map  shows  the  principal  Thoroughfares  and  Roads,  and  the 
Railways  running  into  London.  It  is  printed  in  Four  Colours,  is  drawn  to 
the  Scale  of  Three  Miles  to  the  inch,  and  represents  about  450  Square  Miles. 

PARIS-MEMORABLE  PARIS  HOUSES:  a  Handy 

Guide,  with  Illustrative,  Critical,  and  Anecdotal  Notices.  By  Wilmot 
Harbison.  With  over  60  Original  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo.,  6s.  ;  cheaper 
edition,  3s.  6d. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  :  a  Complete  and  Practical  Guide  for  the  use 
of  Tourists,  Sportsmen,  Invalids,  and  Settlers.  By  A.  Samlbb  Bbown. 
With  six  Coloured  Maps  and  Diagrams.    Crown  8vo.,  2s,  6d. 

WEST   INDIES  — THE   LESSER  ANTILLES:  a 

Guide  for  Settlers  in  the  British  West  Indies,  and  Tourists'  Companion.  By 
Owen  T.  Bulkelbt.  Illustrated.  With  a  Preface  by  D.  Morris,  Esq., 
M.A,,  F.L.S.    Crown  8vo.,  boards,  2s.  6d. 

WEST  INDIES  AND  BERMUDA,  GUIDES  TO. 

By  Jas.  H.  Stark.  Fully  Illustrated  with  Maps  and  Photo-Prmts. 
Crown  8vo.,  68.  each  net. 

BRITISH  GUIANA.  BERMUDA. 

BARBADOS  and  CARRIBEE  ISLANDS. 
BAHAMAS.  TRINIDAD.  JAMAICA. 
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CLOSE  OP  THE  SOLWAT  SALMON 
FISHINGS. 

The  netting  closed  on  the  night  of  Saturday,  Sept.  9. 
The  spring  fishing,  which  opened  on  Feb.  26,  was  a  poor 
one,  and  few  fish  were  caught  in  the  opening  week.  The 
lessees  of  the  stake  nets  had  considerable  damage  done  to 
their  nets  by  floating  ice.  In  the  third  week  of  April  a 
Dumbsr  of  gilmon  were  secured,  and  this  was  followed  by 
a  gecond  mn  in  the  first  week  of  May.  These  two  dates 
specified  constituted  the  spring  migration  of  salmon  in  the 
estuary.  The  fish  were  of  excellent  quality,  and  specimens 
scaling  from  121b.  to  161b.  were  taken.  The  summer 
migration  was  very  disappointing.  The  best  show  came 
on  daring  the  last  week  in  May,  the  only  run  of  import- 
ance for  summer  salmon. 

The  sea  trout  season  was  not  a  good  one,  and  com- 
menced about  a  month  later  than  usual.  The  average 
weight  ranged  from  IJlb.  to  2ilb. 

The  show  of  grilse  was  below  the  average  of  a  good  year, 
and  only  two  good  runs  took  place. 

There  was  a  fair  show  of  grilse  of  first-class  quality 
dnring  the  third  week  of  July,  and  the  average  weight  wa? 
51b.  The  autumn  fishing  proved  disastrous,  and  very  few 
tish  were  taken  during  August  and  the  seven  fishing  days 
of  September. 

On  the  whole  the  whammelers  and  poke-nets  had  a  fairly 
prosperous  return  for  grilse,  and  prices  ruled  high  through- 
out the  year.  W.  W. 


Wotc5  from  lf)c  ITori^. 

Salmok  angling  is  steadily  improving  on  the  Dee  and 
Spey,  where  there  was  much  need  of  improvement ;  but 
on  the  Don  it  has  not  been  so  bright  for  the  past  twenty 
years.   

The  fish  are  of  excellent  quality  and  fine  weights, 
ranging  up  to  301b.,  although  the  average  is  nearer  if  not 
actually  below  201b.    Yet  that  is  quite  a  good  average. 

I  hear  that  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Commission  is  to  begin 
its  sittings  io  Edinburgh  next  month  to  take  the  Scotch 
evidence  there,  and  that  the  local  boards  have  been  asked 
to  send  a  representative  each. 


The  Qaeen'a  Conrt  officials  who  can  wield  the  rod  are 
having  some  good  sport  on  the  Balmoral  waters,  chiefly  to 
"  potted  "  fish,  however,  while  the  real  autumn  beauties 
have  yet  to  come.  They  are  moving  up  slowly,  bat  it  will 
be  the  end  of  the  season  before  they  reach  the  Balmoral 
waters. 


The  nets  on  Ythan  and  Ugie  closed  on  Sept.  9,  and 
not  on  Oct.  1,  an  error  that  crept  into  a  former  report. 

A  "  lime-ship,"  i.e.,  a  schooner  laden  with  shell  lime, 
recently  went  aground  at  the  back  of  the  Aberdeen  pier, 
and  salmon  anglers  have  taken  it  into  their  heads  that  the 
soaked  lime  has  driven  the  fish  off  the  coast.  Hence  the 
scarcity  of  fish  since  the  nets  came  off. 


_  Fish  are  more  snbjeot  to  meteorological  influences  than 
lime-ships,  and  no  doubt  the  shortness  in  the  supply  ia  one 
river  compared  with  another,  and  one  season  compared 
with  another,  is  a  matter  of  temperature  and  winds. 


Two  drowning  cases  on  the  Don,  one  accidental,  and 
the  other  a  love  affair — the  one,  a  promising  young  man, 
and  the  other,  a  lovable  young  girl  on  the  verge  of 
marriage — and  a  host  of  minor  accidents,  have  given  food 
for  thought  to  northern  readers  during  the  past  week,  and 
especially  the  meditative  anglers  who  discovered  the 
bodies. 

Captain  Leith,  of  Glenkindie,  has  been  entertaining  his 
tenantry.  The  Glen  is  a  famous  trouting  reach  on  the 
Don,  and  the  captain  an  enthusiastic  disciple  of  the  att. 

The  Duke  of  York  has  been  angling  and  shooting  at 
Balmoral  during  the  past  week  with  fairly  good  success, 
but  the  waters  are  getting  too  small  and  clear  for  the 
best  of  sport  up  there.  They  fish  beat  in  good  round 
waters,  which  are  more  commonly  met  with  in  May  or 
June,  and  again  in  October. 


The  Duke  is  to  have  some  back-end  fishing  on  the  Spey 
at  Delfur  Lodge,  as  the  guest  of  Col.  and  Mrs.  Vivian. 
Delfnr  is  a  good  place  if  the  river  be  in  condition,  and  last 
year  the  heaviest  fish  got  on  the  Spey  (401b.)  fell  to  the 
rod  of  Col.  Vivian.   


The  Phantom  has  been  doing  wonders  both  on  the  Dee 
»nd  Don,  especially  the  latter  river. 

Speciai,  Scotch. 


The  Koyal  Aquariam  performances  will  again  contain 
a  number  of  new  entertainments  from  Monday  next.  The 
Val  Beequea,  or  "Three  Charms,"  will  give  their  sensa- 
tional aerial  show.  M.  Henri  Vanderleur  will  introduce 
his  Continental  aerial  show.  The  Zicoara  trio  of  lady 
hand  balancers ;  the  Percys,  singers  and  dancers ;  and 
Miss  May  Leffler,  a  vocalist,  are  among  the  new  comers. 
The  programme  is  of  a  very  attractive  character. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

The  coBomittee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association 
fished  their  annual  contest  on  Saturday  evening  last  in 
the  river  Trent  at  Alrewas,  by  the  kind  permission  of  the 
Midland  Piscatorial  Society.  The  whole  of  the  members 
competed,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  C.  White  (the 
general  secretary),  who  was  unable  to  be  present  owing  to 
his  business  engagements.  The  weather  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  The  time  for  the  contest  was  fixed  at 
two  and  a  half  hours'  duration,  with  the  stipulation  that 
no  fish  except  gudgeon  and  ruff  should  be  weighed-in 
under  7in.  in  length.  The  prizes,  valued  at  £7,  were  all 
taken,  the  result  being  as  follows  :  let,  T.  Kingham  ;  2nd 
and  3rd,  a  tie,  J.  Hughes  and  A.  Eandall;  4th,  J.  A. 
Dance;  5th,  B.  Bgerton ;  6th,  W.  Bagley;  7th,  W. 
Foster;  8th,  J.  Ribone ;  9th,  H.  Miller;  10th,  D.  Curry. 
After  the  contest  the  contestants  adjourned  to  the  White 
Hart  Inn,  where  they  sat  down  to  dinner,  which  was  served 
up  in  good  style  by  Hostess  Bradshaw,  after  which  they 
returned  to  Birmingham,  much  pleased  with  their  outing. 
A  ppecial  train  will  lua  to  Pershore  on  Sept.  23,  npon 
which  occasion  the  Etose  and  Crown  fish  their  annual  con- 
test. The  train  will  leave  Bordesley  at  6  50  a.m  ,  Snow 
Hill  at  6.55  a.m.,  Hockley  at  7  a.m.,  and  call  at  Rowley 
Regis  at  7.15  am.  to  pick  up  county  members. 
The  return  train  will  leave  Pershore  at  6  25  p.m.,  and 
arrive  at  Birmingham  at  about  eight  o'clock.  The  fare 
for  the  double  journey  is  23. 9 J.  Tickets  may  be  obtained 
on  the  morning  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  train 
from  the  committee  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Society,  or 
from  Mr.  C.  White  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  Bir- 
mingham. The  West  End  Society  fished  their  annual 
contest  on  Sept.  16  at  Pershore.  There  were  forty- 
one  contestants.  The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration. 
The  weather  during  the  contest  was  all  that  could  be 
desired.  The  three  first  prize  winners  are  in  the  order 
named  :  F.  Wainwright,  Mr.  Ireland,  andC.  Wainwright. 
The  winner  takes  the  valuable  challenge  cup  as  well  as  the 
first  prize  and  three  other  special  prizes  for  specimen  fish. 
Having  won  the  challenge  cup  upon  a  previous  occasion, 
the  cup  becomes  his  absolute  property.  His  weight  of  fish 
caught  during  the  contest  weighed  31b.  7oz.  The  contest 
was  fished  under  the  association  rules,  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  J.  H.  Barton,  who  officiated  as  referee.  The  prizes 
were  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening  last  at  the  Warwick 
Arms  Inn,  Dudley-road.  There  were  twenty  other  prizes, 
all  of  which  were  claimed.  We  are  now  having  grand 
fishing  weather,  and  our  members  are  availing  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  of  making  the  best  of  their  time  while 
it  lasts.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Avon  near 
to  Stratford ;  and  some  grand  perch  and  bream  have  been 
taken  from  the  upper  reaches  at  Brandon  and  Woolston. 
A  charge  of  6d.  par  day  is  made  here  by  the  farmers,  but 
those  who  visit  this  place  will  find  grand  sport  for 
their  small  outlay.  The  other  portions  of  the  Avon  have 
provided  good  sport.  On  the  Severn  sport  has  been  very 
good.  A  large  quantity  of  dace  have  been  taken  with  the 
maggot  at  Kemsey,  near  to  Worcester.  The  upper  waters 
have  provided  excellent  sport  at  Upton  Magna.  Some  good 
roach  have  been  taken,  and  a  few  pike,  by  the  Birmingham 
anglers.  The  canals  are  all  in  good  order,  and  I  hear  that 
at  Pernhill  Heath  some  good  chub  and  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  wide  portion.  Sport  has  been  good  at 
Stoke  Golding,  and  also  at  Fazeley.  Perch  are  biting 
freely  at  the  last  mentioned  place,  and  at  Bishopstone 
between  Stratford  and  Wilmcote.  The  half-yearly  sub- 
scription of  twopence  per  member  is  now  due  to  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association,  and  should  be  sent  to  the 
general  secretary,  Mr.  C.  White,  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill, 
Birmingham,  upon  receipt  of  which  the  fourth  quarter 
stamps  will  be  forwarded. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Bream  fishing  may  now  be  said  to  be  over  for  the 
season,  for  they  have  practically  given  no  sport  dnring  the 
past  fortnight.  On  the  other  hand,  roach  have  been  fished 
for  with  marked  success.    The  drains  in  the  Boston 
district  have  bjen  largely  patronised,  as  have  also  the 
rivers  Forty-foot  and  Glen,  but  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain 
has  probably  given  better  sport  than  any.    Here  anglers 
have  done  remarkably  well,  and  some  fishermen  have 
taken  home  as  much  as  201b.  of  roach  as  the  result  of  a 
few,  hours'  fishing.    Tench  have  given  fine  sport  on  many 
waters,  notably  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham, 
where  some  specimens  have  weighed  up  to  41b.  a-pieoe. 
On  the  Welland,  too,  local  anglers  have  lately  had  capital 
sport  amongst  roach  and  dace,  especially  in  the  Deeping 
district.    The  Buckinghamshire  Otter  Hounds  have  again 
been    in    the    Stamford   and   Bourne    districts,  and 
although  otters  are  known  to  exist  on  the  Welland 
and  Glen,    they    wore   not   successful  in    getting  a 
run  of  sport.     The_  Sheffield  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  held  their  second  sweepstakes  competition 
on  the  Witham  at  Kirkstead  on  Monday  last.    There  was 
a  large  turn-out  of  sportsmen,  some  850  taking  part  in  the 
contest,  and  fishing  was  limited  to  three  hours.    By  a 
singular  coincidence  the  winner  of  last  week's  sweepstakes, 
J.  Rotherham,  of  Sheffield,  again  carried  off  the  premier 
prize  of  £10,  with  a  catch  of  71b.  ISJoz.,  and  thus 
established  a  record.    Other  prmcipal  winners  were  •  T 
Abel,  71b.  8oz.,  £8  ;  P.  Davey,  7ib.  4|oz.,  £6 ;  B.  Greaves, 
71b.  3ioz.,  £4  10s. ;  F.  Garnett,  7ib.  2^oz.,  £3  15s. :  W 
White,  71b.  2§oz.,  £3  153.;    W.  Johnson,  61b.  7oz., 
£3  53.;  G.  A.  Heywood,  61b.  3ioz.,  £3;  A.  Crofcs, 
61b.  llioz.,  £2  168. ;  M.  Littlewood,  51b.  9oz,,  £2  83. ;  W. 
Oxly,  51b.  9oz.,  £2  83. ;  G.  Hoole,  51b.  9oz.,  £2  83. ;  G. 
Cole,  61b.  7Joz.,  £2  43. ;  J.  Lunn,  51b.  6oz.,  £2  2s. ;  and 
G.  Harrop,  51b.  4i«z.,  £2.   The  heaviest  roach,  which 


weighed  lib.  9Joz.,  was  oaptnred  by  H.  Butcher,  of 
Sheffield,  and  tms  success  carried  with  it  a  special  prize  of 
30g.  and  the  Anglers'  Cup. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  are  in  very  fair 
condition  in  the  npper  stretches  for  either  fly  or  minnow 
fishing,  and  as  the  trout  season  in  this  district  is  rapidly 
drawing  to  a  close  our  local  enthusiasts  will  now  be  trying 
their  best  to  secure  a  specimen  fish  before  it  closes,  on  the 
2nd  ultimo.  Our  pike  anglers  are  also  on  the  warpath, 
both  in  spinning  and  live-bait  fishing,  bat  the  latter 
method,  so  far,  has  accounted  for  the  most  sport  and  best 
fish,  the  beck-ends  being  the  places  generally  selected  for 
operations.  Several  very  fine  perch  are  also  being  met 
with  in  these  localities,  both  with  minnow  and  worm. 
Our  roach  fishers  are  also  doing  fairly  well  io  the  top 
stretches  with  both  maggots  and  pearl  barley,  and,  as  the 
weeds  have  now  been  cut,  good  sport  should  be  antici- 
pated at  Hempholme  and  Wilfholme.  Some  fairly  good 
catches  of  roach  are  now  being  made  with  paste 
in  the  tidal  waters  at  Hull  Bridge,  Grovehill,  Weel 
Ferry,  and  Wawne  Ferry,  where  also  odd  good  bream  are 
being  met  with ;  but  the  masses  of  weeds  floating  from 
the  upper  waters  have  greatly  annoyed  the  ledger  fisher- 
men in  these  lower  waters,  and  especially  at  Cicey  and 
Dunswell,  but  this  nuisance  will  soon  be  obviated  by  the 
present  neap  tides.  The  Hull  Preservation  Society  held 
an  important  meeting  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel  on 
Tuesday  evening,  relative  to  restocking  of  the  river,  and  I 
hear  that  both  barbel  and  grayling  are  under  consideration 
for  introduction,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will 
succeed  in  their  endeavours  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hull 
anglers,  for  the  batch  of  the  latter  introduced  recently 
have  thrived  wonderfully  well  in  their  new  quarters, 
several  having  been  caught  estimated  to  weigh  over 
llb._  each,  most  of  which  being  returned  to  the  river 
again  to  multiply  by  the  captors  thereof.  The  members 
of  Messrs.  Amos  and  Smith's  Employees  Angling  Society 
visited  Weel  Ferry  to  fish  their  fourth  and  last  match  of  the 
season,  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  T.  Stead  weightug-in 
51b.  6ioz.  for  the  first  prize ;  Messrs.  T.  Watson  and 
S.  Rylitt  coming  in  second  and  third.  At  a  match  fished 
near  the  same  place  by  the  Sons  of  Temperance  Anglers, 
Messrs.  J.  Foreey,  E.  Gledhill,  and  R.  Clark  took  the 
first  three  prizes.  To-day  (Saturday)  the  Central  Hull 
Club  fish  tbeir  fourth  match  oh  the  noted  Swing  Bridge 
stretch.  Sport  on  the  river  Ludd  is  now  at  its  best,  and 
several  of  our  local  societies  anticipate  fishing  matches 
during  the  week,  at  Thoresby  Bridge  and  Ludborough, 
amongst  which  is  the  Universal  Angling  Association. 
Several  matches  have  also  recently  been  fished  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal,  with  fair  results,  amongst  which 
the  George  and  Dragon  Society  held  one  near  Staddleth  irpe 
Bridge,  Mr.  E.  F.  Breaker  coming  in  first  prize-winner 
with  .31b.  7|oz. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Simpson,  second,  with 
31b.  ^oz  ,  which  included  a  bream  of  21b.  l|oz  Tnis  being 
the  last  match  of  the  season,  Mr.  Breaker  is  the  winner  of 
the  club's  gold  medal  for  heaviest  aggregate.  He  also  ties 
with  Mr.  G.  Briggs  for  the  medal  for  moat  points.  Some 
excellent  catches  of  roach  and  bream  are  now  being  made 
on  the  river  Ancholme  at  Brigg,  Appleby,  Saxby,  and 
Horkstow,  and  at  a  match  fished  in  the  latter  district  by 
the  Wednesday  Angling  Association  the  competitors 
participated  in  some  splendid  sport,  Mr.  W.  Cnapman 
securing  the  first  prize  with  91b.  i^oz.  ;  Mr.  Sam  King, 
the  president,  having  81b.  SJoz.  to  his  credit,  whose  citch 
included  two  splendid  roach  that  scaled  lib.  5Joz.  and 
lib.  3Joz.  respectively  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Marling  taking  the 
third  prize  with  61b.  loz.  This  being  this  society's  last 
match,  Mr.  W.  Chapman  becomes  the  winner  of  the  gold 
medal  for  most  points  during  the  season.  Mr.  S.  King 
also  wins  a  medal  for  the  highest  aggregate ;  also  a  special 
prize  for  the  heaviest  roach. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Foundry  Arms  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  fished  a 
match  on  Saturday  last  in  the  local  canal,  and,  although 
a  young  club,  made  a  good  start.  The  first  six  prize 
winners  are  Messrs.  J.  Mort,  J.  Broomhead,  W.  Holt,  J. 
Whittle,  H.  Woods,  and  J.  Unsworth.  At  the  same  to'wn 
the  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society  held  their  annual 
social  match,  forty-one  entering  and  fishing,  and  in  one 
and  a  quarter  hours  taking  112  fish.  The  prize-winners 
were  Messrs.  T.  Councillor,  P.  Ratcliffe,  D.  Shuttlewwth, 

F.  Green,  and  J.  Council.  The  Plank  Lane  Anglers 
fished  their  closing  match  last  Saturday  in  the  local 
canal,  forty-one  fishing  and  thirty-five  taking  fish ;  time 
lirnit  of  match,  one  hour  and  ten  minutes.  There  was  a 
prize  for  each  competitor,  the  lowest  being  valned  at  8b. 
The  following  are  the  first  three  priz«-winner8 :  Messrs. 

G.  Hartley,  and  silver  medal;  Ed.  Knowles,  and  gold 
centre  silver  medal  for  heaviest  fish ;  and  T.  Jackson. 
To-day  the  Cadishead  and  Irlam  Angling  Club  will  hold 
their  annual  contest  in  the  C.P.A.A.  waters  (Boat  House 
section)  at  3.30.  A  lot  of  prizes  by  local  friends,  and  £3 
cash  prizes  from  the  club.  A  conjparatively  new  club  is 
the  Bridge  Inn  Society,  at  Marsland  Green,  who 
held  their  first  annual  match  on  Saturday  last,  in  the 
local  canal  near  Astley.  After  fishing  one  and  a  half 
hours  the  prizes  were  awarded  to  Messrs.  R.  Green,  8. 
Morris,  W.  Boardman,  J.  Cleworth,  T.  Unsworth,  F. 
Cleworth,  and  J.  Lambert.  The  two  matches  for  the  gold 
medal  and  championship  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  are  now  in  progress  at  Newbridge,  in  the 
Weaver.  Thursday  was  the  first  day,  and  the  second 
stage  i3  being  decided  to-day.  The  juvenile  match  at 
Grappenhall  on  Saturday  last  wd  a  a  disappointing  event 
from  the  youngsters'  point  of  view,  for  only  two  prizes 
were  awarded,  and  these  went  to  Masters  W.  Wright  and 
T.  Whitefield.  The  Mersey  Angling  Society's  match  at 
A'ale  Royal  attracted  twenty-two  competitors  for  ten 
prizes,  all  of  which  were  won.  The  first  six  prize  winners 
are  Messrs.  J.  Sanson,  E.  Wragg,  T.  Robinson,  H. 
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DiokiDson,  T.  Barry,  and  W.  Darlington;  top  weight, 
lib.  2ioz.  The  Travellers'  Rest  Angling  Society 
fished  a  match  last  week  -  end  at  Vale  Royal. 
Twenty  competed,  but  only  poor  sport  recorded ;  top 
weight,  6oz.  The  following  were  awarded  prizes  :  Messrs. 
J.  Eadland,  E.  Lawton,  J.  Parnell,  and  G.  Shatwell. 
Some  nice  fish,  rainbows,  are  reported  from  the  Bollin,  of 
lib.  and  lib,  13dre.,  by  Mr  J.  Podmore  ;  a  trout,  12Joz., 
from  the  Gowy,  by  Mr.  J.  Green  ;  and  from  the  same 
river  a  dace,  9|oz.,  by  Mr.  W.  Bate.  The  Lune  Fishery 
Board  are  busy  just  now  with  several  important  items, 
which  will  tend  to  improve  the  fishing  of  the  Lune.  In 
the  first  place,  they  are  trying  for  powers  they  do  not  now 
possess,  and  which  will  help  them  to  have  a  say  in  the 
building  of  a  lot  of  houses  which  are  contemplated.  The 
river  is  low,  and  little,  if  any,  sport  worth  mentioning  is 
reported.  Of  the  Wyre  perhaps  a  little  better  state  of 
things  may  be  reported,  especially  in  the  reaches  below  St. 
Michaels,  where  bottom  fishers  have  bad  very  fair  sport. 
As  the  stream  has  been  low  only  morning  and  evening 
have  been  available  times  for  fishing,  and  only  a  few  trout 
have  been  taken.  A  sea  trout  of  41b.  is  included  in  the 
few.  The  fine  weather  has  tempted  a  great  many  anglers 
out,  but  very  few  seem  to  catch  fish. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Saxilby  to- 
morrow to  fish  their  second  contest.  A  list  of  prizes  far 
in  excess  of  anticipations  will  be  offered,  many  of  which 
are  very  valuable.  In  order  to  fully  utilise  the  time,  the 
members  meet  at  the  London-road  Station  at  6  a.m.,  and 
proceed  by  the  6.15  train.  The  second  annual  contest  of 
the  Wellington  Angling  Society  took  place  on  Saturday 
last  at  Broken  Cross  in  the  canal,  twenty-six  members 
competing  for  twenty  prizes,  nineteen  of  which  were  won. 
One  who  fished,  says:  "The  canal  teemed  with  fish,  but 
the  place  is  not  good — too  much  weed  and  too  many  boats  ; 
certainly  thirty-six  in  two  hours.with  a  steam  launch  or  bo 
added,  is  enough  for  any  average  angler.  The  following 
are  the  successful  prize  winners  :  Messrs.  W.  Moore,  W. 
Hall,  E.  Motram,  D.  Booth,  A.  Grundy,  R.  Greaves,  J. 
Small,  C.  Whitehurst,  F.  Greenwood,  P.  Longwortb,  J. 
Holmes,  H.  Harpham,  W.  Presoott,  J.  Johnson,  F. 
QruDdy,  J.  Longworth,  D.  Bostron,  ard  S.  Moore;  l|oz. 
was  the  winning  weight  for  the  largest  fish.  The  last 
delegate  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Associa- 
tion was  attended  by  representatives  from  forty-six 
afiiliated  clubs.  Routine  business  of  the  ordinary  charac- 
ter occupied  a  lot  of  time,  and  the  altering  of  rules  and 
nomination  for  the  executive  the  remainder.  Whilst  njt 
wishing  to  say  one  word  derogatory  to  the  gentlemen 
nominated,  a  feeling  must  exist  that  the  names  of  several 
well-known  business  men  are  absent — men  whose  life  and 
training  would  be  of  great  value  to  working  men  n  i  heir 
efforts  to  get  a  little  more  fishing.  The  Sun  A  rgiiog 
Society  are  to  fish  their  next  match  at  Poynton  on 
Sept.  30,  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  three ;  referee, 
Mr.  Ward.  Their  private  waters  are  fishing  well,  and 
good  sport  with  bream,  roach,  and  rudd  is  being  had,  and 
further,  the  exchequer  is  in  good  trim.  Next  Monday  is 
the  last  meeting  night  of  the  year  for  the  Hulme  Crown 
Anglers.  The  officers  for  the  coming  year  will  be 
elected,  and  the  secretary  wants  to  have  his  accounts 
ready  for  the  auditors,  and  has  whipped  up  the  members 
to  help  him  to  do  so.  The  auditors  will  not  have  much  to  do, 
as  the  books  are  sure  to  be  in  good  order.  The  result  of 
the  Leyenshulme  Angling  Society's  annual  championship 
competition  is  as  follows :  Messrs.  A.  D.  Siddall,  T.  D. 
Sykes,  F.  S.  Woodward,  T.  TuUy,  J.  Wayne,  and  W. 
Bealey.  Mr.  TuUy  takes  medal  for  heaviest  fish  caught 
during  the  series  of  matches.  Manchester  anglers  who 
have  been  to  Waterville,  Ireland,  report  a  most  enjoyable 
holiday,  but  poor  sport.  The  day  they  left  the  weather 
changed,  but  too  late  for  their  chance.  Messrs.  Johnson 
and  Harrison,  Ardwick,  fishing  at  Dogdyke  last  week,  did 
not  get  much  sport  with  fi^h,  but  plenty  with  weeds,  in 
fact,  "  lurry  loads  "  of  them.  The  Old  House  at  Home 
Angling  Society,  Silford,  have  just  decided  a  contest  at 
Waverton  for  a  cup  and  other  prizes.  Thirty-four  fished 
and  twenty-Eeven  caught  fish.  The  following  six  are 
returned:  Messrs.  R.  Pendlebury  (and  cup),  G. 
Thompson,  J.  Ettrick,  E.  Smith,  J.  Berry,  and  S.  Taylor. 
Mr.  R.  Pendlebury  is  a  well-known  trophy  winner.  Mr. 
Fisher,  of  this  city,  last  Monday  had  a  good  catch  of  chub, 
roach,  and  dace  in  the  Llanymyneoh  district,  in  one  of  the 
brooks.  The  streams  in  this  district  are  very  low  indeed, 
and  gin  clear. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  has  fallen  ofi  somewhat  in  this  district,  particularly 
on  the  Yare,  owing  to  the  water  being  extraordinarily 
clear  for  this  time  of  year.  We  have  had  no  rains  for 
some  time,  and  in  some  parts  the  rivers  are  as  clear  as 
crystal.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  Bure,  but 
they  have  been  small.  Bottom  fishing  in  this  district  may 
be  considered  over  with  the  best  of  our  local  fishermen, 
who  are  now  after  the  partridges,  and  will  not  do  much 
fishing  till  the  pike  are  on  the  feed. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Some  very  fine  barbel  are  now  being  caught  on  the 
Trent  with  chandler's  greaves  and  worms,  which  latter 
are  considerably  more  plentiful  with  a  corresponding 
reduction  in  price  per  thousand.  At  Stoke,  Mr.  H. 
Benson,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  has  taken  a  fish  of  8Jlb., 
and  on  the  same  day  one  of  6|lb.  fell  to  the  rod  of  his 
friend,  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson,  of  the  same  society.  The  two 
were  out  together.  On  the  same  waters  Mr.  R.  J.  Pratt 
has  had  several  exceeding  4116.  each — one  on  Monday 
night  scaled  over  81b. — and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  W.  E.  Peal 
caught,  amongst  others,  one  weighing  51b.  14oz.  At 
Shardlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has  landed  a  beauty  of 
71b.  7oz. ;  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Sam  Wallis  secured 
one  of  6j^lb. ;  but  numerous  good  fish  have  recently  been 


hooked  and  landed  on  the  Shardlow  section.  Mr.  T. 
Wood,  Mr,  C.  Smith,  and  Mr.  H.  Spray  have  scored 
amongst  barbel,  chub,  and  roach  at  King's  Mills,  and  ten 
large  chub  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  John  Cnllen,  at  Kelham, 
on  Friday.  Wasp  grub  wag  the  bait  employed,  and  the 
"  grub  "  has  accounted  for  chub  all  along  the  line,  as  the 
sajing  runs.  There  is  little  doing  amongst  eels,  and 
roach  seem  a  bit  off  at  stewed  wheat.  A  few  lots  of  dace 
and  chub  have  l)een  creeled  with  the  fly  the  last  thing  in 
the  evening. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  lovely  autumn  weather — hazy  mornings, 
sunny  in  the  middle  part  of  the  day,  very  cold  nights. 
Anglers  could  wish  for  nothing  better,  and  yet  the  fish  are 
not  on  the  feed,  and  a  good  basket  of  fish  has  been  the 
exception  and  not  the  rule  this  week ;  tut  this  can  be 
accounted  for,  for  all  of  the  rivers  are  exceedingly  low  and 
fine,  and  the  water  very  stale.  Weeds  are  growing  apace, 
and  getting  very  troublesonfe.  What  we  now  want  is  a 
good  steady  rain,  and  a  flush  on  the  streams  to  clear  them 
out,  after  which  sport  would  be  better.  Two  of  the  most 
experienced  anglers  in  the  city  journeyed  some  forty  miles 
to  one  of  the  best  trout  and  grayling  streams  in  the 
country,  and  did  not  take  a  single  fish.  The  Crown 
Angling  Club  had  a  three  hours'  contest  in  the  Avon,  at 
Pershore,  on  the  16th  inst,,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the 
time  not  a  fish  had  been  caught.  The  Worcester  Working 
Men's  Club  had  a  contest  in  the  same  district  om  the  same 
day.  There  were  a  lot  of  prizes  to  fish  for,  but  only  three 
taken,  Mr.  T.  Payne  being  first,  J.  Bowen  second,  W 
Baylis  third.  After  the  contest  Mr.  H.  Adams  caught  a 
lovely  perch  2Ib.  3oz.  The  Sabrina  Club  fished  a 
contest  on  the  same  date  at  Twyning  Fleet, 
much  lower  down  the  Avon,  where  they  had 
much  better  sport,  and  all  their  prizes  were  won. 
Geo.  Hales  was  first,  with  SJlb.  roach ;  second,  H. 
Sandford,  with  31b.  7oa.  of  bream  ;  H.  Tyler,  third, 
2Ib.  12oz. ;  A.  W.  Oale,  fourth,  21b.  8cz.  ;  T.  Lewis, 
fifth;  W.  Hartland,  sixth;  G.  Hailing,  seventh;  J. 
Tutohings,  eighth ;  G.  Jones,  ninth.  One  of  the  anglers 
not  in  the  contest  caught  a  fine  eel  upwards  of  41b.  weight. 
On  Monday  the  Westward  Ho !  Club  had  a  contest  at 
Leigh,  in  the  river  Teme,  on  their  club  water.  Sport  was 
very  slow  indeed.  Mr.  A.  Martin  took  the  premier  prize  ; 
H.  Fenn,  second;  —  Wheeler,  third  ;  W.  Hulme,  fourth. 
The  Braneford  Clnb,  which  is  not  affiliated  with  the 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association,  have 
arranged  their  last  contest  for  Oct.  7.  The  indefatigable 
secretary,  Mr.  G.  H,  Cole,  has  got  together  some  twenty- 
seven  prizes  to  fish  for,  which  will  mean  a  prize  to  every 
other  member  of  the  club  if  they  all  compete.  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  any  eized  fish  is  to  weigh.  This 
should  not  be.  It  is  degrading  to  any  man  calling  him- 
self an  angler  to  catch  sprats,  and  lowers  a  club  to  allow 
them  to  he  weighed-in  for  prizes.  Clubs  afiiliated  with 
the  association  do  not  allow  any  fish  under  3oz.  to  pass  the 
scales.  The  distribution  of  prizes  won  at  the  late  inter- 
club  contest  at  Pershore  will  take  place  at  the  Berkeley 
Arms  Hotel,  Bank-street,  Worcester,  on  Friday  evening, 
28th  inst.  There  will  be  a  smoking  concert,  and  a  large 
gathering  is  expected. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  local  angling  clubs  are  having  a  lively  time,  the 
beautiful  weather  and  the  not  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
most  rivers  giving  encouragement  to  rodmen — nor  have 
the  experiences,  on  the  whole,  been  disappointing.  The 
Clifton  A  A.  announce  a  record  catch  on  the  occasion  of 
their  fourth  and  last  match  of  the  season  at  Newton  on 
Monday,  Sept.  17,  notwithstanding  that  the  water  was  found 
to  be  very  clear.  William  Wood  led  the  winners,  with  a  201b, 
pannier  of  fish,  consisting  mostly  of  roach  and  chub.  The 
catch  was  a  record  one  for  a  match.  A  score  other 
anglers  had  awards,  James  Wood  leading  with  51b.  4oz. 
St.  Clement's  A  S.  (recently  formed)  fiehed  their  first 
match  at  Linton,  and  had  to  be  content  with  small 
catches,  the  water  being  very  clear  and  the  day  exception- 
ally bright.^  Edward  Birch  was  the  winner  of  the  com- 
petition, with  a  quantity  of  small  fry,  and  also  took  the 
special  prize  for  the  largest  roach  and  fish  of  any 
kind.  George  Johnson,  third,  scored  for  the  largest 
number  of  fish;  W.  Walker,  fourth,  for  the 
largest  variety;  and  Mr.  Coussens,  fifth,  for  the 
largest  eel.  "The  members  of  the  Fitzwilliam  A.C.  pro- 
ceeded to  Swinton  for  their  second  match  on  Saturday. 
The  weather  was  beautiful  and  the  river  Rye  in  good  con- 
dition. Twenty-nine  rodmen  fished  and  eighteen  weighed- 
in,  with,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory  results.  David 
Jackson  (21b.  3oz.),  Tom  Wardell,  and  Isaac  Gray,  the 
first  three  winners,  had  very  good  roach  and  gra:;ling. 
The  heaviest  fish  caught  was  a  roach  weighing  lib.  5  Joz., 
Mr.  C.  Scaife's  special  for  the  same  going  to  D.  Jackson, 
whilst  the  latter  won  the  special  for  the  heaviest  dace. 
The  TorJcshire  Herald  A.C.  finished  its  matches  for  the 
season  on  the  Ouse,  above  Linton  Dam,  on  Saturday. 
Only  half  a  dozen  fish  of  decent  size  were  caught,  and  J. 
Procter  headed  the  prize-takers.  The  White  Rose  Friendly 
Society  fished  their  second  match  at  Wheldrake,  and 
decent  catches  ruled,  that  of  J.  Foster  (51b.  9oz  )  being 
the  best. 


A  Go-as-you-please  Todrnament  for  a  distance  of  five  or 
six  hundred  miles  would,  no  doubt,  attract  great  attention 
amongst  pedestrians.  Feats  of  endurance  which  call  forth 
worthy  emulation  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  physical 
standard  of  our  young  men.  They  learn  that  the  training 
requisite  demands  cleanliness,  sobriety,  and  regular  living  as  the 
first  essentials  of  success.  This,  of  course,  teaches  the  lesson 
that  Holloway'B  Pills  and  Ointment  are  rapid  aids  for  bringing  a 
man  into  the  pink  of  condition.  They  strengthen  the  constitu- 
tion, purify  the  blood,  promote  digestion,  and  cleanse  the 
stomach.  The  Ointment  disperses  stiffness  of  the  joints  and 
makes  the  muscles  like  steel  In  their  strength  and  flexibility. 


[FTe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

SALMON  FLIES  WITH  QUILL  BODIES. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  pleasure  to  enclose  you  for  in- 
spection and  report  one  or  two  salmon  flies  dressed  with 
quill,  or  partly  quill,  bodies. 

It  has  always  been  a  trouble  to  get  the  buttercup  yellow 
colour  on  the  body  of  the  Jock  Scott  when  made  with 
floss  silk  to  retain  its  colour.  All  yellows  when  wet 
become  dark,  and  after  a  little  use  soon  fade.  In  order 
to  obviate  this  we  have  dyed  the  quills  with  which  the 
bodies  are  made  the  different  shades  required,  and  used 
these  in  place  of  the  floss  silk.  We  believe  that  in  such 
patterns  as  the  Jock  Scott  and  the  Popham  this  ia  a  very 
valuable  improvement.  We  may  also  state  that  these  flies 
are  tied  with  our  untarnishable  tinsels. 

We  do  not  claim  that  the  use  of  the  quill  in  salmon  flies 
is  new,  but,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  we  do  not  think  that 
the  system  of  dyeing  quills  has  been  taken  up  by  any 
house. 

We  will  in  the  future  stock  those  patterns  in  quill 
bodies  which  are  so  liable  to  fade  in  floss  silks,  and  will  be 
much  obliged  if  you  would  kindly  mention  this  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,— We  a,Te,  Sir,  jours  faithfully, 

Hakdt  Brothehs. 

[The  flies  are  very  nice.  Similar  flies,  made  with 
dyed  quill,  were  advertised  and  noticed  in  our  columns 
some  years  ago,  and  were  called  "translucent  flies,"  and, 
if  we  rightly  remember,  were  sold  for  the  inventor  by 
Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  and  Co.,  Great  Qaeen-street, 
London. — En.]   

TWO  FINE  LOCH  TROUT. 

Dear  Mabston, — You,  with  your  own  young  anglers 
around  you,  will  readily  enter  into  the  enthusiasm  of  my 
young  friend  (whose  late  father  was  a  friend  of  forty-five 
years'  standing,  and  a  true  one),  and  who  writes  from 
Dnnbreck  He  use,  Kilchrenan,  Argyllshire,  to  inform  me 
that,  9n  Sept.  14,  he  had  taken  a  loch  trout  whilst  trolling 
in  Loch  Awe  with  a  small  silver-bellied  Phantom  (one  of 
Brawn's  manufacture). 

^  The  boatmen  said  it  was  an  unusually  handsome  fish,  a 
dictum  he  agrees  to.  Its  dimensions  are  :  Length,  26in. ; 
girth,  15Jin.    Its  weight,  81b. 

He  says  that  he  had  a  most  exciting  run  of  thirty-five 
ininutes  with  his  capture,  and  I  am  glad  to  add  that  he 
disavows  the  name  of  ferox,  as  I  do,  and  as  yon  also  do  ; 
for  in  this  we  are  at  one.  Further,  he  remarks,  shrewdly, 
"  A  worse  day  for  fishing  I  never  saw ;  not  a  cloud  in  the 
sky,  a  baking  hotsun,  and  with  not  even  a  breath  of  wind." 

I  am  sure  all  good  and  generous  anglers  will  wish  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Sleigh  "  more  power  to  his  elbow." 

I  shrewdly  guf  ss  it  is  a  female  fish,  for  the  female,  with 
its  small  head,  is  generally  more  shapely  than  an  over- 
grown male  trout.  Many  an  old  angler  would  like  such  a 
specimen  fish. 

He  mentions  that  one  of  15Jlb.  was  lately  taken.  I  saw 
its  capture  noticed  in  the  Scotsman  of  Saturday,  but  it  is 
here  16Jlb.  In  any  case,  they  are  two  notable  captures, 
and,  with  your  permission,  we  will  tell  our  brother 
anglers.    Well  done.  Loch  Awe  ! 

I  fancy  the  Scotsman's  weight  (16Jlb.)  may  be 
the  right  one ;  anyhow,  I  would  give  the  Scotsman's 
weight  as  well  as  young  Sleigh's,  and  so  avoid  all  heart- 
burnings, for  Dr.  Ogilvie  would  have  his  knife  into  anyone 
who  took  lib.  off  such  a  fine,  and  rare.  Loch  Awe  trout. — 
Yours  truly,  B.  M.  Tod. 

Anolinq.— Loch  Awe.— From  Tayohreggan,  on  the 
12th,  Dr.  Ogilvie,  Cromer,  had  a  ferox  of  lejlb.— 
Scotsman,  Sept,  15,  1900. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  apologise  to  "  Senex  "  for 
substituting  his  nom  de  plume  for  that  of  the  veracious 
"  Glenhest "  in  my  last  letter.  As  a  proof  of  "  Glen- 
hest's  "  personal  ignorance,  I  purposely  transposed  some 
of  my  figures,  without  affecting  the  total,  and  he  was 
unable  to  detect  these  errors  !  He  evidently  vamped  up 
his  article  out  of  materials  supplied,  and  not  from  personal 
experiences.  There  are  so  many  axes  to  be  ground  at 
holiday  times  that  writers  who  possess  only  a  smattering 
of  local  knowledge  are  able  to  vamp  up  a  readable  article 
whioh_  will  yield  them  a  trifle.  My  thirty  years  in  an 
editorial  chair  has  given  me  a  tolerably  extensive 
experience  of  paid  contributori  such  as  "  Glenhest."  I 
am  not  an  Irishman,  but  I  have  in  my  time  spent  at  least 
£1000  on  Irish  angling  holidays,  and  I  may,  therefore, 
fairly  claim  to  know  something  about  the  subject  which 
forms  the  heading  of  this  letter.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
I  know  more  about  it  than  many  of  those  who  pose  as 
infallible  guides  to  Irish  fishing  because  they  happen  to  be 
Irishmen.  I  still  adhere  to  my  statement  that  sea  trout 
and  salmon  fishing  in  the  West  of  Ireland  will  cost  £16  a 
week,  and  that  the  month's  fishing  tour  suggested  by 
"  Glenhest"  cannot  be  done  by  an  economical  man  for 
less  than  £60  or  £70.  In  saying  this  I  have  no  axe  to 
grind,  no  paid  reputation  to  defend  (all  my  contributions 
to  this  paper  are  gratuitous),  and  I  am  prompted  solely  by 
a  desire  to  serve  my  fellow  fishermen.  This  is  my  last 
word  with  the  anonymous  "Glenhest" — life  is  not  long 
enough  to  admit  of  any  prolongation  of  the  discussion.— 
Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gbdney. 

Bromley,  Kent.  ____ 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Joyce  takes  exception  to  my  former 
letter,  in  which  I  think  I  was  very  moderate  in  my 
remarks.    I  did  not  suggest  that  the  charges  were  high. 


September  22,  1900] 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON   ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


A.BDLBSTONB  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2b.  »1. 

AXTHOBNB  (Oronch),  A,  Esaez,  36,  38. 

&MBBRLET  (Anin),  F,  Sussex,  Sb.  8(1,  64  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

AMBESHAM  (Misbourn),  I  Bucks,  23f ;  »«.  Id 

AMPTHILL  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  49.  4d. 

AKDLBI9H  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  4s.  9d. 

ABLBSKT  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHUBST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  3t.  4d. 

AUDLKY  End  (0am),  A,  Essex,  44 ;  3s.  ejd. 

Atlesbdrt  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48 ;  38.  8d. 

Baroombb  Mills  (Ouee),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  5s.  6d. 

BATTLESBRID9B  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29;  2s.  4^d. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50 ;  5i. 

Berkhampstbad  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28;  2i.  lid. 

BILLERIOAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26 ;  2s. 

BILLIN8HURST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44 ;  4s.  8d. 

BI89LESWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2i.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  9^ 

BLtJNTlSHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  5s.  2d. 

Blbtohlet  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46|;  4s.  lid, 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  8s.  3d 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61f ;  58.  l^d. 

BOOENB  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28|;  Ss. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  22|;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24^ ;  2s.  6d. 

Bbaintebb  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45 ;  38.  lOd. 

BRAUQHING  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30^;  2s.  7id. 

Bbandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86^;  7s.  J^d. 

Bbioket  Wood  (Oolne),  H,  Herts,  22;  28 

BbOXBouenb  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17J ;  Is.  6d 

BtrKTINSFOED  (Bib),  Herts,  33f ;  2s.  lid 

BUEES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  43.  B^d. 

Buenham-on-Orodch,  a,  Essex,  39 ;  3s.  3d. 

BOENT  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77^;  6s.  6d 

BCRNT  Mill  (Stort  jjA,  Essex,  25;  Is.  11^ 

Bushey  (Ookie),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Byflbbt  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21  j ;  2s.  3d. 

Oastlo  Hbdinqham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  66^; 
48.  ll^d 

Ohappbl  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50J ;  4s.  2id. 
Ohalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  2a 
0HEDDIN9T0N  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Ohesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27;  2s.  5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29| ;  2s.  e^d 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14i;  Is.  2d. 
Ohertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22i ;  2s.  4d. 
Ohiqwell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13^  ;  Is.  IJd 
Ohilteen  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
Choelby  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i ;  5s.  Id. 
Ohoblet  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Olabe  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  5s.  3d. 
OOBBAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18|;  28. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51f ;  4s.  i^d 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57^;  4s.  6d. 
Oolnbrook  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16^:  Is.  8d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  26i;  28.  lOd 
OOWDBN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  3s. 
Obomer,  a,  Norfolk,  139;  10s. 
Datohet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks, 28|;  2s.  3d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouso),  A,  Norfolk,  86i;  7s.  3d 
DOEKING  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  26;  23.  8d- 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21| ;  28. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  38.  kiI 
East  Faeleigh  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Eabith  Beidge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76i ;  5s.  4d 
Edenbeidge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  8d 
Eqham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21;  28.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70i ;  58.  ll^d. 
Elstheb  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38 ;  3s.  O^d. 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12 ;  Is 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17 ;  Is.  S^d. 
ESHBB  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14i;  Is.  6d. 
FAMBBIDGB  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35 ;  2s.  lOd 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  Q,  Beds,  40 ;  4s.  2d. 
Forest  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  3s.  6d. 
Folwell  (Thames ),  D,  Middlesex,  12| ;  la.  4d. 
aoRiNG  (Thames),  B.Oxford,  44f ;  4a.  9d. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  39.  lO^d. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Buck9,  35^ ;  38.  3d. 
Gt.  Missbndon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s, 
GniLDFOED  (Wey),  0  D,  Surrey,  28^:  39  2d. 
WtiNTON  ^Broads).  A,  Norfolk.  1S8 :  iOa 


Hadhak  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  26^;  28.  3d. 
Halstead  (CoUie),  A,  Essex,  62^ ;  4s.  8ii. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  m ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wiok  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14i;  Is.  3d, 
HAELIN9T0N  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37;  3s.  lid. 
Hablow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26| ;  2b.  Ud. 
Haepbnden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27i ;  28.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17| ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield PEVBREL(Chelmer),  A, Essex,  3G;  39.  Id. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4a. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27;  2s.  lOd. 
Hl9H  Barnbt  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11^ ;  la. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35f ;  38.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24^;  2s.  6d. 
HILGAT  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88| ;  6«.  lO^d. 
Horlby  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Hobsted  Kbynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36^;  3a.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  a,  Norfolk,  114^ ;  9b.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58|;  6s.  2d 
IBOHESTBB  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6b.  5d. 
Kelyedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42^;  38.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakbnhkath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82^;  6s.  ll^d. 
Langford    Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A. 

Essex,  44;  3a.  3id.  (Change  at  Witham), 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Buoks,  16iJ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagravb  (Lea),  Q,  Beds,  32i  ;  3b.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19^;  2b 
Leiqhton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40^  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  5s.  2d. 
Lingfibld  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  2s.  8d. 
Littlepoet  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  68.  5d. 
Loughton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12 ;  la.  OJd. 
Long  Melfobd  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61^;  5s.  2-Jd. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waxeney),  A,  Suffolk,  117^  ;  10s, 


RAILWAY 

Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 
Great  Western  (Paddington). 
South-Eastern   (Charing   Cross,  Waterloo 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 

and  New  CroBS). 
Soutb-WestMB  <'W%'t<Hnn\ 


REFERENCES. 

E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Orosg;. 

F.  L.  B.  &  S.  G.  (London  Bridge  and  Viotoria). 

G.  Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

H.  North- Western  (Eustou). 
I     Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

•ST  Map  show,^  the  18  nejs  stations. 


Maidbnhead  (Thames),  B,  Berka,  24^;  Ja.  «d. 

Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Eaaex,  44;  3b.  3d. 

Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  38  2d, 

Manningtreb  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  69;  6s.  OJd. 

March  (Nene,  Ac),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 

Maedocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23;  28. 

Maek's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  38.  n\i. 

Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6a. 

MlLDBNHALL  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76^  ;  6b.  *i<l, 

Moulsford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48j;  5b.  Id. 

Nsw  Barn et  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9J  ;l8. 

Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42i ;  3s.  6d. 

North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  lOa. 

North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19};  la.  8d 

Oakley  (Ouse),  Q,  Beds,  52^ ;  6s.  4d. 

Ofpord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55};  68.  lOd. 

Ongar  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll^d. 

OxTBD  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  28.  Id. 

Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  314;  4t. 

Pangboorne  (Thamee),  B,  Berks,  41^;  4i.  4d. 

Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  29. 

PONDEE'8  End  (Lea).  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d. 

Potter's  Bar  (Cokie),  E,  Middlesex,  12};  Is.  »d. 

Pulborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  6b.  (By 
Eldridge's  excursions,  2s.  6d). 

Eadlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  la.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d, 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20} ;  2s. 
Biokmanswoeth  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22j  .  li.  »d 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22i  ;  Is.  9d. 
BODOWIOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4s.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  Is.Sd. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s  7d. 
Sawbridgewoeth  (Stort),  A,  Herts, 29  ;  Is.  S^d 
Sblham  (Rother),F,  Sussex,  58;  58.  6d. 
Shalfoed  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55;  5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87;  5s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5^. 
Shenpield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20^;  la,  8d. 
Sheppeeton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18};  2a 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18i;  Is.  lid. 
SoUTHMiNSTEE,  A,  Essex,  40  ;  33.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlasex,  19^;  2s. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29i;  29.  6id. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex^3 ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  28.  Id 
St.  Ites  (Ouae),  A,  Hunts,  70^;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaeet's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  la.  9d 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  61};  5s.  5d. 
Stokb  Mandbville,  I,  Bucks,  37;  3s.  6d. 
SUDBUBY  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58^;  4s.  lljd. 
Sunbdey  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16^ ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22^;  2s.  4d 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47i;  4s.  lid. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49^;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16 ;  Is.  3^d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38|;  4s.  Id. 
Trlng  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31^;  3s.  4d. 
TuNBBiDGE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29^  ;  3s.  3d. 
Tw^FORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  38.  3d. 
CrxBEiDGB  (Cohie),  B,  Middlesex,  15^;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Watbe  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23;  2s.  6d 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22};  Is.  lid. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  a,  Cambs,  61;  6s.  2d, 
Watebingbcry  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  4s. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks.  33i;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13J  ;  Is.  6d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  4s.  8d 
West  Mill  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  324  ;  28.  9id. 
Wbybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49;  4s.  2d 
Wiokford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  28.  2d. 
WiDPORD  (Ash),  A.  Herts,  24;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21} ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater).  A,  Essex,  39 ;  38.  3^. 
Woking  (Bas'ngstke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24^ ;  28.64. 
Woodham  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  28. 7d 
Wraysbury (Thms. &Colne),D,Bucks,21|;  2s.3d 
W  OXHAM  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122} ;  10a. 
YALDING  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  38};  4s. 
Yarmouth  fBnre.  Ac.),  A,  Norfolk,  121:  10« 


but  used  them  as  an  illustration  of  "  Glenhegt'a  "  under- 
estimate. The  car  hire  is  Is.  each  way;  2s.  per  day — 
moderate  enough,  but  omitted  by  "  Glenhest."  Mr. 
Joyce's  description  of  the  men's  lunch  amply  bears  out  my 
statement  that  the  car  is  a  necessity. 

Again,  Mr.  Joyce  admits  that  the  charge  for  men  and 
boat  per  day  to  non-club  anglers  is  63.  per  day,  not  4a. ,  as 
stated  by  "  Glenhest."  What  becomes  of  23.  of  the 
amount  does  not  in  any  way  affect  my  statement  Mr.  J. 
says  that  "  there  is  not  one  peimy  attached  to  any  bill  for 
atttndance."  If  so  I  congratulate  him  on  arriving  at  a 
juet  perception  of  what  "inclusive  of  everything  "  means. 
I  can  only  say  that  up  to  September  last  Is.  per  day  was 
charged  for  ''  waiter  "  on  the  bills.  I  think  that  finishes 
the  points  upon  which  Mr.  Joyce  joins  issue,  and  I  should, 
in  conclusion,  like  to  ask  him  a  few  questions  : 

1.  What  is  the  "  Mask  Pishing  Club  "  ? 

2.  Who  are  its  president,  vice-president,  treasurer,  &o.  ? 

3.  Does  it  publish  a  balance-sheet  ? 

4.  What  rights  has  it  ? 

5.  How  is  it  that  Mr.  Joyce  has  the  power  to  decree 
that  no  non-club  angler  can  fish  without  paying  2s.  per  day 
snbscription,  for  that  is  what  it  amounts  to  ? 

If  the  fishing  in  Mask  is  vested  in  this  "  Mask  Fishing 
Clab.'l  well  and  good,  but  if  it  is,  as  stated  ia  Mr.  Joyce's 
advertisements,  "free  fishing,"  he  has  no  legal  right 
whatever  to  levy  this  charge,  and  can  only  enforce  it 
because  the  men  dare  not  accept  their  money  direct  from 
the  angler. — You:  a  truly,    Expeeiknce. 

ANGLING  AT  CASTLE  MILL,  DORKING. 
Deab  Sir,— The  mill  is  about  ten  minutes'  walk  from 
the  L.B.  and  S.C.  Railway  Station.    The  charge  for 
fishing  ig  la.  per  day,  "  to  fish  in  the  Mole  from  6  a.m.  to 
9  p.m."   That  is  all  the  ticket  says,  so  I  used  two  rods,  and 


I  should  like  eomeone  (aomeone  whoreally  knows  the  Mole 
and  its  peculiaritiea,  if  they  can  tell  me  outright),  to  give  me 
some  idea  why  I  should  fish  in  the  fine,  picturesque  pool 
opposite  the  mill,  and  the  pool  immediately  below  it,  as 
well  as  the  wonderfully  steep  and  wooded  portion  above 
the  look  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  river  up-stream, 
from  11  a.m.  to  6.30  p.m.,  without  having  one  solitary 
nibble,  with  a  good  volume  of  water  pouring  over  the 
weir  the  whole  time  ?  I  really  should,  for  this  is  the  first 
time  that  I  have  fished  in  the  Mole  without  taking  fish, 
and  good  fish.  The  total  for  eight  anglers  wag  just  three 
fish — two  perch  and  one  gudgeon.  I  have  an  idea,  but  I 
may  be  quite  wrong. 

One  gentleman  fishing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  pool 
from  the  mill,  between  some  overhanging  trees,  for  hours, 
where  301b.  of  bream  were  caught  the  other  day,  I  never 
saw  take  a  fish,  or  even  strike  at  one.  I  was  told  this 
pool  contains  bream,  perch,  roach,  dace,  tench,  chub,  odd 
trout,  gudgeon,  and  eels.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about 
it,  for  about  five  o'clock  the  usual  game  began— the  game 
I  have  repeatedly  noticed — and  fish  were  rising  all  over  the 
surface,  and,  some  Syds.  or  10yds.  below  the  weir,  where 
my  quill  and  cork  float  worked  about  in  the  most  delight- 
ful m inner  in  a  back  run,  or  eddy,  I  siw  several  fish  leap 
straight  out  of  the  water  for  dear  life.  How  these  fry 
perform  this  acrobatic  feat  beats  me.  So  cleverly 
ia  it  accomplished,  that  it  seems  as  if  they  were 
shot  out  by  aome  mechanical  omtrivance.  Shortly 
after  this  a  beautiful  grfy  wagtail  came  and  settled 
on  the  weir  (it  is  divided  by  brickwork),  and  he, 
no  daubt,  saw  hia  way  for  a  bath,  or  perhaps  a 
meal.  I  especially  advise  old  gentlemen,  scant  of  breath, 
with  pints  not  over  supple,  and  apt  to  indulge  in  the 
habit  known  as  "  blowing,"  not  to  descend  the  tremendous 
high  bank  and  most  dangerous  slope  above  the  lock,  which 


must  be,  roughly  speaking,  30ft.  high  in  places  (eay  25ft.), 
with  a  network  of  gnarled  roots,  nettles — I  never  saw 
such  nettles — and  a  fine  awim  opposite  them — bushes,  long 
grass,  brambles,  thistles,  and  goodness  knows  what  else. 
Had  I  not,  fortunately,  grasped  hold  of  the  roots  of  a  fine 
old  ash  and  held  on  like  grim  death,  I  must  have  rolled  to 
the  bottom,  which,  strange  to  aay,  is  perfectly  level  for 
gome  little  distance  from  the  river,  and  at  intervals  little 
grassy  banks. 

Whilst  seated  here  all  alone,  shrouded  from  view,  leaves 
innumerable  came  sailing  down  from  the  trees  and  falling 
in  the  river,  and  one  was  sometimes  startled  by  a  drop- 
ping acorn,  which  fell  with  a  most  peculiar  plop  in  the 
stream,  and  from  the  deep  shadows  thrown  on  it  from  the 
trees  on  the  opposite  bank,  tended  not  only  to  make  it 
difiioult  to  see  one's  float,  but  to  give  it  that  dark,  gloomy, 
and  anllen  look  for  which  thia  river  ia  notorious.  Thia 
must  cease. — Yours  truly,  H, 

HARDY'S  OIL  BOTTLE  FOR  DRY  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  say  in  your  next  issue  from 
whom  I  can  obtain  a  paraffin  Dottle  of  the  following 
description:  Brass  (or  some  metal  like  brass),  and  like 
rough  sketch  ;  by  pressure  of  the  bottle  aides  a  fine  spray 
of  oil  is  thrown  on  to  the  fly  without  the  trouble  of  un- 
corkiog,  &o.  The  gentleman  who  was  using  one  on  the 
Dove,  near  Aehbouroe,  a  fortnight  ago,  told  me  he  obtained 
his  f rem  Measra.  Hirdy  Broa. ;  but  on  enquiry  at  their 
branch  in  Mancheater,  they  knew  nothing  of  it.  If  you 
can  assist  me,  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour. — Yours,  &o., 

Spondon.  Ash  Dun. 

[We  advise  "Ash  Dun"  to  write  to  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers,  of  Alnwick.  We  noticed  in  the  F.  G.  an  oil 
bottle  of  the  kind  which  our  correspondent  desoribea, 
which  Mr,  Hardy  showed  us  some  year  or  two  ago. — Ed, J 
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THE  REDDITCH  JOINT  EXHIBIT. 
(A.  CORRECTION.) 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  15th  inst.  yon  mention 
only  one  Gold  Medal  as  having  been  awarded  to  the  above, 
whereas  "  Two  Gold  Medals  "  were  obtained.   Will  yon 
kindly  correct,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Edgar  R.  S.  Bartleet. 


SOURCE  OF  QUOTATION. 

Sir, — The  ascription  to  Dryden  of  the  line  referred  to 
by  your  correspondent,  Mr.  F.  O.  Gadsden,  in  his  letter 
in  last  week's  F.  G  ,  is  one  of  those  errors  of  misascription 
which,  unfortunately,  in  these  days  of  slipshod  (politely 
styled  "  np-to-date ")  writinit,  are  getting  almost  as 
common  as  errors  of  misquotation. 

As  one  trained  for  many  hard  years  in  an  academy  of 
accuracy,  I  can  sympathise  with  Mr.  Gadsden  on  his 
finding  that  his  favourite  book  is  disfigured  with  a  blunder 
on  its  humorously-vignetted  title-page. 

The  first  eighteen  cantos  of  Michael  Drayton's  "  Poly- 
olbion  "  were  published  in  1612,  and  the  words  "  So  doth 
the  salmon  vault "  occur  in  line  fifty -one  of  th«  sixth 
canto. 

It  is  a  little  curious  to  note  that  Drayton  died  in  the 
year  (1631)  of  Dryden's  birth.— Yours  faithfully, 

RODWELL  HOOKHAM. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  P.  O.  Gadsden's  letter  in 
last  Saturday's  Fishing  Gazette,  the  passage  to  which  he 
refers  is  quoted  in  Chas.  Bowlker's  "Art  of  AogUng  "  as 
taken  from  Drayton's  Polyolbion,  the  pirtioular  line  in 
question  reading : 

"  Far  off  itself  doth  oast,  so  does  the  salmon  vault." 

In  the  "  Chandos  Classics  "  edition  of  Walton's  "  Com- 
plete Angler  "  the  quotation  is  identical  with  the  above, 
gentle  Izaak  preceding  it  with  these  words  :  "  Concerning 
whioh  tabe  this  also  out  of  Michael  Drayton,  my  honest 
old  friend,  as  he  tells  yon  in  his  Polyolbion." — Yours 
truly,    Hafeen. 


HINTS  ON  THE  BLACK  BASS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  company  with  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf  and 
Mr.  F.  T.  Williams  I  was  conducted  on  Sept.  10  into  the 
rooms  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  Holborn  Restaurant, 
and  had  the  gi'eat  pleasure  of  being  introduced  to  the 
members  present,  as  well  as  to  seeing  the  weighing  and 
measuring  the  catches  of  those  who  had  been  angling,  and 
listening  to  the  various  reports  from  the  waters  where 
they  had  displayed  their  skill  in  securing  the  catch  which 
they  presented  for  the  inspection  of  the  society. 

During  the  course  of  the  evening  many  speeches  were 
made,  questions  asked,  and  answers  given ;  but  one  more 
than  all  the  rest  struck  me  with  considerable  force  when 
it  was  stated  in  my  hearing  by  some  gpntlemen  of  un- 
qnestionable  veracity  that  the  efforts  of  tbe  anglers' and 
piscatorial  societies  in  the  numerous  streams  in  England 
to  domesticate  the  black  bass  (M.  deliernue)  have  been  a 
failure,  and  assigning  as  a  reason  that  this  fish  runs  down 
into  the  sea  and  never  comes  back.  If  yon  will  permit  me 
to  give  yon  a  leaf  from  my  experierce  as  an  angler  for  many 
long  years  in  America,  perhaps  I  may  give  you  some 
flnggestions,  which,  if  carried  out,  may  enable  you  to  be 
more  successful  in  future  efforts,  and  to  be  successful  in 
retaining  thia  most  excellent  and  gamey  fish  in  the  waters 
where  you  place  him. 

In  the  first  place  it  will  be  necessary  that  you  select  a 
stream,  or  lake,  or  pond,  or,  in  fact,  any  body  of  water 
which  is  clean  and  clear,  whether  adjacent  to,  or  beyond 
the  reach  of  salt  water,  haviag  running  into  it  a  number 
of  smaller  streams.  The  necessity  for  these  small  streams 
is  this,  that  spawning  grounds  must  be  furnished  where 
this  fish  can  make  his  nest  and  raise  his  spawn,  and  if  it  is 
not  done  he  will  seek  grounds  where  he  can. 

In  the  early  spring,  doriog  the  months  of  April  and 
May,  and  sometimes  as  late  as  June  and  July,  this  fish 
leaves  the  deep  water,  where  he  has  been  all  the  winter, 
and  seeks  the  shallow  and  warmer  water  at  the  head  of  the 
streams,  and,  having  found  a  suitable  spot,  he  will  pro- 
ceed to  fan  out  with  his  tail  a  clean  spot  in  the  middle  of 
the  stream,  and,  from  the  small  gravel  which  he  uncovers, 
he  will  proceed  to  build  his  nest  by  piling  up  the  gravel  in 
a  circular  form  of  from  18in.  to  2ft.  in  diameter  and 
several  inches  high,  according  to  the  material  he  may  have 
in  _hand_.  Having  cleared  it  from  all  rubbish,  he  will  then 
bring  his  mate,  and  having  inspected  it,  she  wUl  proceed 
to  lay  her  overy  upon  this  nest,  while  the  master  remains 
down  the  stream  protecting  her  from  any  violerc^  or 
interference.  Having  deposited  what  overy  are  ripe,  he 
will  proceed  to  deposit  his  milt  upon  the  nest,  whereby  the 
eggs  become  impregnated,  and  when  they  have  become 
exhausted  from_  the  operation  above  described  they  will 
remain  in  the  vicinity  of  the  nest  until  the  warm  heat  of 
the  sun  and  the  warm  water  have  completely  hatched  out 
the  contents  of  the  nest.  They  then  remain  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  nest  until  the  fry  appear,  and  until  the  sac 
is  completely  gone  or  disappeared,  and  the  fry  move  off  to 
other  fishing  grounds,  the  old  ones  accompanying  them, 
protecting  and  oaring  for  them  until  they  are  able  to 
maintain  and  feed  themselves,  the  older  ones  taking  their 
deisarture. 

The  complaint  was  that  the  fish  went  to  the  salt  water 
and  did  not  return,  intimating  that  he  was  migratory. 
He  is  migratory,  but  not  in  the  sense  that  the  salmon  is, 
for  the  reason  that  the  salmon  leaves  and  does  not  return 
again  until  a  stated  time  in  the  next  season,  whereas  the 
bass  is  only  so  in  the  sense  that  he  meves  about  from  place 
to  place  in  the  same  stream,  unless  food  is  very  plentiful, 
when  he  will  remain  a  longer  period  in  the  one  place.  In 
the  spring,  and  in  every  spring,  he  will  seek  the  upper  and 
shallow  waters  for  the  performance  of  the  functions  which 
I  have  above  described,  but  in  the  fall  he  will  return 
again  to  the  deeper  waters,  where  he  will  remain  until  the 
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next  spring,  and  then  he  repeats  the  operation  again  and 
again,  unless  some  angler  interferes  with  it.  I  would 
suggest  that  yon  place  your  next  lot  of  fry  or  mature  fish  in 
some  inland  lake,  or  in  some  upper  stream,  across  which  a 
dam  has  been  built,  and  where  the  water  is  deep  and  the 
food  is  plentifal,  in  which  he  will  become  acclimatised,  and 
will  have  no  desire  to  return  either  to  the  sea  or  to  much 
larger  waters. 

During  the  winter  months  he  will  have  no  desire  to  seek 
the  salt  waters  if  food  is  plentiful,  and  there  is  no  disturb- 
ing cause  to  drive  him  from  the  place  he  is  in.  One  cause 
to  drive  him  from  a  pool,  or  pond,  or  river  is  the  constant 
stirring  up  of  the  mud  by  the  ground-feeding  fish,  which 
would  be  constantly  rooting  up  the  mud,  and  keeping  the 
water  in  a  muddy  condition.  'This  fish,  like  the  fontinalis, 
desires  clean  and  clear  water  as  its  habitat,  and,  if  these 
conditions  are  observed,  I  have  no  reason  to  donbt  but 
what,  in  a  few  years'  time,  that  you  will  have  more  sport 
with  this  fish  than  with  any  other  excepting  the  salmon. 

If  I  am  the  means  of  making  you  any  suggestions  by 
which  yon  may  succeed  in  keeping  and  propagating  the 
black  bass  in  the  streams  of  England,  I  shall  feel  that  my 
visit  to  this  country  has  not  been  in  vain. 

Having  your  streams  stocked  with  this  most  excellent 
and  gamey  fish,  I  may  give  yon  a  few  suggestions  how  to 
catch  him  some  time  in  the  future. — Yours  truly, 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  U.S.A.    John  W.  Hague. 

SPECIMEN  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  "  Coarse 
Fisher,"  as  to  what  fish  are  considered  "specimens"  (as 
regards  weight  and  length),  there  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  a 
fixed  standard,  as  what  one  angler  considers  a  "  speoimen," 
and  which  might  be  eligible  for  a  specimen  prize,  another 
angler  would  call  a  "  ecriper  "  (i  e  ,  small  fish).  There  is 
a  standard  in  force  on  the  Thames  and  Lea  (as  to  the  sizes 
which  may  be  retained),  which  varies  but  very  little  ;  and 
there  is  a  standard  in  various  clnbs  as  to  aizes  for  speci- 
mens. _  For  instance,  there  are  many  clubs  who  do  not 
recognise  the  weighirg-in  of  roach  under  9in.  or  lOin.  in 
length.  Thev  call  a  21b.  roach,  or  16oz.  dace,  a  lib.  14 iz. 
perch,  or  a  161b.  pike  "  specimens."  But  it  must  be  left 
entirely  to  your  club  to  decide  what  they  consider  speci- 
mecs.  The  following  are  the  standards  of  takeable  fish 
from  the  Thames  and  Lea. — Yours  truly, 

Another  Coarse  Fisher. 


Thames. 

in. 

Lea. 

in. 

Jack   

...  18 

Jack   

...  18 

Trout   

...  16 

Trout   

...  12 

Barbel   

...  16 

Barbel    ...  .-  

...  18 

Grayling  

...  12 

Chub   

...  10 

Chub   

...  10 

Carp   

...  10 

Carp   

...  10 

Bream   

...  10 

Bream   

..  10 

Grayling  

...  9 

Perch   

...  8 

Tench   

...  8 

Tench   

...  8 

Perch   

...  7 

Roach   

...  7 

Roach   

...  7 

Dace   

...  6 

Dace   

...  6 

Rudd   

...  6 

Rudd   

...  6 

Prussian  carp 

...  6 

Prussian  carp 

...  6 

Gudgeon  

...  4 

Gudgeon  

...  4 

Bleak   

...  4 

Bleak   

...  4 

Pope   

4 

Pope   

...  4 

DIMENSIONS  OF  A  LARGE  PERCH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
E.  F.  Spence,  re  the  size  of  large  perch,  I  append  the 
dimensions  of  a  perch  I  caught  which  weighed  3ilb. 
Length,  nose  to  end  of  tail  fin,  16iin.  ;  girth,  12Jin. ;  girth 
at  vent,  9Jin.  It  is  a  very  thick  fish,  being  quite  2|in. 
through  at  thickest  part.  I  caught  one  31b.  on  the  same 
day,  which  is  also  "  set  up,"  and  I  find  it  is  a  slightly 
longer  fish  than  the  one  weighing  3ilb. ,  but  is  not  so  thick 
a  fish. 

I  think  the  perch  caught  by  your  correspondent  must 
have  weighed  more  than  31b.  2Jrz.,  as  it  is  evidently  a 
larger  fish  than  mine  at  every  point.  I  may  add  that  my 
fish  were  weighed  very  carefully  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
an  angler  who  had,  before  my  catch,  caught  the  largest 
perch  from  this  water,  which  is  Maelog  Lake,  'Ty-Croes, 
Anglesea,  which  abounds  in  perch,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
very  game  tront  which  it  contains. — Yours  faithfully, 

___  G.  DE  Madpas. 

MY  "FORMOSA"  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — A  letter  appeared  in  your  last  issue  written 
by  a  Mr.  Carter  Platte,  who  make  some  complaints— I  will 
not  u?e  the  word  criticism — of  many  of  the  paragraphs 
contained  in  an  article  of  mine  which  was  puWished  by  you 
on  the  8th  inst. 

One  of  his  accusations  is  that  I  have  stated  that  "  pike  " 
— or  "  jack,"  as  they  are  called  sometimes — have  no 
"  dorsal"  fin.  I  will  say  at  once  that  the  sentence  to 
which  he  refers  has  every  appearance  of  that  suggestion, 
and,  not  being  afraid  to  admit  when  I  am  wrong,  I  will 
now  say  that  I  have  in  my  article  stopped  the  paragraph 
too  soon.  The  sentence  should  have  been  continued  to 
the  length  of  the  following  words  :  "In  the  usual  position 
of  ninety-nine  fish  out  of  a  hundred." 

It  was  a  carelessness  for  which  I  apologise  both  to  you, 
fir,  and  the  public.  I  have  no  doftbt  in  my  own  mind 
that  at  the  moment  of  writing  I  had  thought  I  was 
speaking  to  anglers  who  would,  without  explanation,  know 
what  I  meant.  Still  it  was  a  serious  "  slip  of  the  pen," 
and  I  am  sorry. — Yonrs,  &c..  Pheasant  Tail. 


CHUB  AT  DOWNTON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  think  you  are  under  a  wrong  impression 
as  to  there  being  chub  in  the  Downton  water  of  the  Avon. 
I  have  fished  the  water  several  times,  and  neither  seen 
nor  heard  of  a  chub  in  the  water.  The  Avon  chub 
apparently  came  from  the  Stonr,  where  a  large  number 


[September  22,  1900 


were  put  in  by  Mr.  Newlyn  years  ago.  The  fisherman  at 
Christohurch  tells  this  story,  and  recollects  the  time  when 
there  were  no  chub  at  Christchurch.  They  have  worked 
up-stream,  and  are  now  taken— not  very  often  nor  of  large 
size — at  Ringwood,  where  still  they  are  regarded  as  rather 
a  novelty.  The  fisherman  at  Pordinglsridge— between 
Ringwood  and  Downton — told  me  there  were  no  chub 
there,  and  I  fancy  it  will  be  years  before  the  chub  work 
up  to  Downton,  if  ever,  for  the  Bull  water  does  not  look 
very  "  chubby,"  though  there  are  some  likely  places. 

Before  I  try  Downton  for  jack  I  should  like  to  hear  for 
certain  that  the  weeds  have  been  cut. — Yours  truly, 

'       Edward  P.  Spencik. 

DORSAL  PIN  ON  JACK. 
Sir, — Your  contributor  "  Pheasant  Tail,"  speaking  of 
"Master  Jack  on  the  prowl,"  says:  "  As  I  stood  and 
watched  I  saw  a  fair-sized  dorsal  fin  appear  above  the 
water,  and  immediately  I  knew  it  could  not  be  one  of  the 
Fiox  lucius  tribe,  they  not  possessing  that  appendage." 
As  he  says,  "1  hate  argufying,"  so  do  I ;  but  I  must  say 
he  will  find  it  all  right  if  he  looks  long  enough.  I  never 
saw  but  one  jack  without  it. — Yours  truly,  Mark. 


GOOD  ROACH  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Pishing  here  for  three  days,  I  have  taken 
4Slb.  of  roach  with  bread  crust,  largest  lib.  12ioz.,  and 
several  over  Ijlb.,  although  the  water  is  very  bright. 
Have  been  made  very  comfortable  here  by  the  host  and 
his  wife.  Good  bed,  good  cooking,  and  good  whisky.— 
Yours  respectfully,         J.  K.  Bohling 

(Brentford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society). 
Bull  Hotel,  Downton,  Wilts. 

SPORT  ON  DEAL  PIER. 
Sir, — For  the  first  time  in  my  life  I  paid  a  visit  to  Deal 
a  few  days  since,  with  a  view  to  getting  some  boat  angling, 
and,  having  so  often  read  in  your  columns  the  full  accounts 
of  the  doings  among  the  pier  anglers,  I  thought  it  might 
be  interesting  to  watch  them,  so  on  the  Sunday  and 
following  days  I  spent  some  hours  in  doing  so.  This  is 
what  I  saw. 

A  dozen  persons  of  both  sexes,  some  with  two  rodi, 
crowded  into  a  space  of  about  the  same  number  of  yards. 
Rods  and  reels  of  the  ordinary  sea  type,  but  to  the  top 
ring  was  attached  a  small  bell.  Running  lines  of  thick 
barked  plaited  hemp,  to  which  was  attached  a  short  gut 
paternoster,  with  three  or  four  coarse  hooks  big  enough  to 
hold  a  201b.  cod. 

When  the  hooks  had  been  baited  (with  lugs),  the  line 
was  oast  ont  as  far  as  possible,  the  butt  of  the  rod  placed 
on  the  deck  of  the  pier,  the  upper  part  of  the  rod  resting 
against  the  hand-rail  aod  left  to  itself,  the  owners  standing 
near  or  walking  about  talking  with  their  chums. 

After  leaving  the  line  out  a  few  minutes  it  was  reeled 
in,  with  the  general  result  that  the  baits  had  been 
taken  by  crabs,  or  fish  which  had  been  able  to  snck 
them  off  without  ringing  the  bell,  when  hooks  were 
re-baited  and  the  same  process  repeated. 

Occasionally,  however,  a  bell  would  ring,  and  the  fisher- 
man would  then  go  to  his  rod,  get  in  the  slack  line,  and 
strike,  but  generally  too  late,  the  fish  having  got  off  clear 
with  the  bait,  the  exception  being  to  haul  in  some 
miserable  little  pouting  four  or  five  inches  long,  or  tiny  flat- 
fish, or  undersized  whiting  or  pollack,  which,  after  being 
duly  admired  by  the  crowd,  was  consigned  to  the  basket  or 
box,  it  seeming  a  rule  that  no  fish,  however  small,  should 
be  returned. 

Of  course,  I  know  that  at  this  season  of  the  year  good 
fish  are  few  and  far  between  from  piers,  but  I  saw  quite 
enough  to  determine  me  never  to  patronise  Deal  Pier, 
mobbed  as  it  is,  no  matter  how  good  the  fish  may  be.  I 
would  rather  go  to  a  pegged-down  match  of  a  Cockney 
angling  club  at  Amberley  or  Pulborongh. 

Looking  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  following  Saturday, 
and  comparing  the  names  of  the  sportsmen  with  the  list 
of  the  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  I  was  sorry  to  find 
several  of  the  latter  figured  among  them,  as  it  clearly 
proved  tnat,  although  the  soeiety  is  doing  all  in  its  power 
to  encourage  the  promotion  of  an  Acc  of  Parliament  to 
prevent  the  taking  of  immature  fisb,  it  is  not  backed  up  as 
it  should  be  by  its  individual  members. — Yours  faithfully, 

6,  Delahay-street,  S.W.   W.  H.  Thomas  (B.S.A.S.). 

FISHING  IN  UPPER  EGYPT. 

Dear  Sir, — WUl  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  where  good  fishing  b  to  be  obtained  during  the 
cold  weather  season  in  Egypt  P 

I  have  heard  of  officers  who  canght  a  variety  of  large 
fish  on  a  rod  and  line,  somewhere  south  of  Khartoum, 
towards  Pashoda,  but  there  must  be  places  between  Cairo 
and  Khartoum  where  rod  fishing  is  obtainable.  A  des- 
cription of  the  tackle  required  would  be  of  great  use  to 
intending  visitors. — Yours  truly.  Colonel. 


THE  ANOMALIES  OF  THE  SOLWAY 
FISHERY  LAWS. 

The  Eden  Conservancy  is  anxions  to  increase  the 
weekly  and  annnal  close  time  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be 
done  on  the  Scotch  side  of  the  firth,  and  the  Annan  Board 
are  quite  agreeable  to  join  the  Eden  on  this  matter.  'The 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  has  decided  that  the 
Scotch  Act  gives  no  power  to  alter  close  timfes.  Last  year 
in  the  Eden  district  123  salmon  licences  were  issued  for 
instruments  other  than  rods  for  the  taking  of  salmon 
against  140  in  the  previous  year.  The  dec  ease  in  the 
licences  is  principally  due  to  whammelers,  or  drift-net  men, 
not  taking  out  licences,  the  calling  being  so  unprofitable. 
It  is  rumoured  that  legal  proceedings  are  to  be  taken  next 
spring  against  fishermen  drift  netting  for  salmon  i"  the 
estuary  of  the  Solway.  W.  W, 
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SPINNING  AND  FLY  FISHING  ON 
THE  NOETH-BAST  COAST. 


"  CUDDIES  "  AND  MACKEREL. 
It  is  many  years  since  angling  on  the  north- 
east coast  was  so  good  as  it  is  at  present.  Whiting 
and  gurnards  have  heen  exceptionally  abundant 
for  a  couple  of  months  or  more,  and  so  widely 
distributed  have  they  been  in  the  inshore  waters 
that  it  was  impossible  to  go  wrong.  This  year, 
with  the  herring,  all  the  fish  have  moved  in 
advance  of  their  ordinary  seasons,  and  it  looks  as 
though  the  date  of  their  departure  would  be 
prolonged.  Northerly  and  easterly  winds  in 
August  interfered  "with  angling  for  a  few  days, 
but  generally  the  sea  has  been  as  calm  as  a 
mill  -  pond.  Mackerel  first  appeared  behind 
the  Fame  Islands,  on  the  Northumberland 
coast,  and  gradually  began  to  work  south, 
the  first  of  the  shoals  at  Plamborough  Head 
being  nearly  a  fortnight  in  advance  of  ordinary 
years.  Now  they  are  distributed  from  the  Tweed 
to  the  Humber.  The  best  sport,  whiffing,  has 
been  secured  at  Lindesfarne ;  between  South 
Shields  and  the  Trow  Rocks  (a  space  in  the  sea 
known  as  the  "  salmon  playground "),  on  the 
Durham  coast;  and  in  Scarborough  Bay  and 
Bridlington  Bay,  on  the  Yorkshire  coast.  Light 
line  fishing  for  mackerel  is  very  popular,  and  by 
this  means  there  have  been  big  kills  from  the 


groynes  at  the  north  side  of  the  Tyne  and  on  the 
Yorkshire  coast.  One  gentleman,  last  week, 
whiffing  in  the  North  Bay  at  Scarborough,  had 
140  mackerel;  and  kUk  to  a  single  boat  in 
Bridlington  Bay  have  run  as  high  as  twenty 
scores  at  an  outing.  These,  of  course,  are 
exceptional  cases.  A  fortnight  ago  the  sprats  ran 
in,  and  after  them  came  the  billet  and  pollack. 
They  are  now  all  along  the  coast.  At  Filey,  on 
Sunday  week,  Mr.  W.  J.  Clarke,  the  Scarborough 
naturalist  and  tackle  dealer,  kUled  two  fish  on  a 
spinner  and  six  on  a  fly,  to  which  he  had  attached 
a  sprat.  He  was  twice  broken  by  very  heavy  fish, 
Three  of  the  billet  were  quite  small,  fib.  each 
but  the  eight  totalled  361b.  Mr.  Watson, 
sergeant-at-mace,  killed  three  billet  on  the  fly 
(biggest  fish  7Alb.),  a  pollack  of  S^lb.,  a  mackerel, 
and  a  wrasse  of  31b.  The  writer,  on  the  Tuesday 
evening  following,  landed  ihree  heavy  billet  and 
a  mackerel  on  the  fly,  and  was  broken  by  an 
enormous  fish,  which  went  straight  out  to  sea  and 
would  not  be  stopped. 

Since  the  kills  mentioned  above  sport  has 
varied,  but  generally  it  has  been  very  good  all 
along  the  coast.  One  evening  last  week  I  went 
to  Cloughton  Wyke,  a  rugged  bay  on  the  York- 
shire coast.  The  short  beach  is  composed  of 
boulders,  and  the  water  on  the  south  side  of  the 
bay  is  enclosed  by  a  long  reef  of  rock.  The  billet 
chase  the  sprats  and  sile  along  the  side  of  this  reef 
until  they  get  them  into  shoal  water,  close  up  to 
the  beach,  where  they  devour  them  in  large 
quantities.  After  a  time  the  small  fry  escapes, 
but  only  to  be  flanked  again  by  the  "  cuddies,' 
as  the  billet  are  called  by  the  locals,  and 
driven  back  to  further  destruction.  Nearly 
every  male  person  in  the  villages  of  Bur- 
niston,  Cloughton,  and  Stainton  Dale  possesses 
a  fishing  rod,  which  is  kept  specially  for 
the  annual  slaughter  of  the  "cuddies."  As  a 
rule  the  rod  is  an  ash  plant,  or  a  young  fir  tree, 
innocent  of  rings  or  reel.  A  piece  of  whipcord 
about  3yds.  long  is  tied  secui-ely  upon  the  end  of 
the  rod,  the  remaining  tackle  being  two  hooks  to 
gut,  upon  each  of  which  an  untrimmed  white 
feather  is  tied  with  a  bit  of  "  waxed  end."  The 
flies  are  attached  to  the  line,  and  are  about  lOin. 
to  12in.  apart. 

Every  evening,  as  soon  as  work  ceases,  the  farm 
labourers  seize  their  rods  and  rush  to  the  Wyke, 
taking  up  their  positions  upon  the  beach.  The 
shore,  however,  will  not  accommodate  them  all, 
and  some  have  to  occupy  the  rocks  to  the  north, 
and  the  reef  to  the  south.  Then  begins  a  flogging 
of  the  water  which  it  is  a  treat   to  witness 
They  are  all  angling  on   the    ofB-chance  of 
hooking  a  stray  fish,  but  they  know  perfectly 
well   that   the  real  sport  wiU  begin  when  a 
shoal  appears.   Presently  someone  will  give  a 
shout  that  the  fish  are  coming,  and  within  a 
minute  the  water,  right  up  to  the  beach,  wiU  be 
boUing  with  a  mass  of  biUet  and  pollack,  vnth  a 
few  mackerel  and  cod  and  wrasse  amongst  them, 
nearly  jostling  each  other  out  of  the  water  in 
their  efforts  to  catch  the  flying  sprats,  which,  in 
fear  of  their  pursuers,  throw  themselves  in  dozens 
high  and  dry  amongst  the  boulders.    It  is  rarely 
possible  to  land  more  than  a  couple  of  fish  out  of 
one  shoal,  for  as  soon  as  the  small  fry  find  their 
progress  barred,  they  turn  again  for  the  open 
sea.    This  scene  is  repeated  three  or  four  times, 
and  then  night  settles  down,  and  the  anglers 
climb  the  cliffs,  which,  thanks,  I  believe,  mainly 
to  the  efforts  of  the  late  Sir  Frank  Lock  wood,  have 
been  made  accessible  from  the  beach.  On  the  even- 
ing of  which  I  write  the  men  counted  their  catch, 
and  they  totalled  160  "  cuddies  "  and  one  mackerel. 
Most  of  them  had  stories  to  tell  of  breakages  by 
leviathans,  but  there  was  no  wonder,  for  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  hook  a  coalsale  of  161b.  or 
181b.,  and  if  that  fish  makes  up  its  mind  to  reach 
the  Dogger  Bank  no  strand  of  single  gut  will  stop 
it.    I  have  had  on  many  occasions  over  60  yards 
of  line  run  off  my  salmon  reel  while  with  all  the 
power  of  a  16ft.  greenheart  I  have  been  trying  to 
stop  a  fish,  and  even  then  have  not  avoided  a 
smash.    How  much  chance  can  a  tight-line  fly 
fisher,  with  a  stiif  pole,  have  against  such  fish  P 

Week  after  week  at  this  period  of  the  year  the 
scene  which  I  have  tried  to  describe  is  repeated 
nearly  every  evening.  .  Of  course,  there  are  blanks. 

dropped  on  one  on  Saturday,  when  a  slight 
ground  swell  came  away  with  a  falling  barometer 
— two  fatal  bars  to  fly  fishing  from  the  beach. 
With  the  exception  of  a  sea  trout  jumping  in  the 


bay,  trying,  probably,  to  get  rid  of  an  irritating 
parasite,  I  never  saw  a  single  fish.  Mr.  Rudgard 
and  Mr.  Marsdin,  both  well-known  trout  and 
salmon  fishermen,  were  at  Filey  on  Monday,  and 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  magnificent  lot 
of  fish  which  had  fallen  to  the  fly  in  tbe  early 
morning.  No  billet  showed  until  five  o'clock  in 
the  evening  again,  when  an  hour  or  so's  slaughter 
took  place.  It  is  the  same  daily.  Much  larger 
fish  are  killed  at  Filey  because  the  angler y  use 
proper  tools. 

.  Strange  to  say,  few  mackerel  are  being 
caught  at  Filey  this  year,  while  enormous 
kiUs  are  recorded  from  Bridlington  and  Scar- 
borough. Within  the  last  few  days  I  have  heard 
of  several  kills  of  100  each  at  Scarborough  made 
by  fishing  a  light  line  with  a  strip  of  herring  for 
bait  in  the  tideway  behind  the  East  Pier.  On 
Tuesday  I  must  have  seen  several  hundreds-of 
mackerel  landed  by  anglers.  There  is  not  much 
whiffing  done  by  the  local  men.  I  have  been  out 
several  times  trying  different  kinds  of  spinning 
baits,  and  the  old  Hearder  Mackerel  Spinner, 
which  I  had  always  found  best  for  mackerel 
further  north,  kills  better  than  any  of  the  more 
elaborate  baits  which  have  been  put  upon  the 
market  since.  At  least,  such  is  the  experience  of 
the  past  few  weeks.  I  have  tried  pretty  well  all 
kinds,  and  find  the  cheapest  spinner  has  accounted 
for  most  fish.  In  conversation  with  Mr.  Mitchel- 
son  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne  a  few  days  ago,  he 
told  me  that  his  experience  had  been  the  same. 

Most  of  these  rather  cursory  notes  have  related 
to  Yorkshire,  but  I  do  not  want  you  to  think 
quite  the  pick  of  the  fishing  is  to  be  found  there. 
I  would  rather  fish  for  poUack,  lythe,  or  billet 
behind  the  Fames  or  Coquet  Island  (Northum- 
berland) than  on  any  other  spot  on  the  north- 
east coast.  Had  I  to  select  a  place  for  mackerel 
fishing  it  would  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tyne. 
Whiffing  between  the  South  Groyne  and  the 
South  Light  is  generally  good  on  a  falling  tide, 
and  at  other  times  fish  are  plentiful  over  towards 
the  Trow  Rocks. 

There  is  no  light  line  fishing  for  mackerel  so 
good  as  that  at  Scarborough  and  Bridlington, 
but  that  which  may  be  secm-ed  from  the  jetties 
between  the  Fish  Market  and  the  "Black 
Middens  "  at  North  Shields  is  by  no  means  to  be 
despised.  Fly  fishing  is  little  use  here,  but  on 
the  head  of  the  "  big  pier "  at  the  other  side  of 
the  harbour  hundredweights  of  fish  fall  to  the 
fly.  Just  one  word  in  conclusion.  If  you  want 
fly  fishing  on  the  north-east  coast,  select  one  of 
the  places  named  and  go  at  once.  Take  a  grilse 
or  salmon  rod  with  you  and  a  good  stock  of 
Bickerdyke  flies.  None  of  the  "  cuddy  "  flies 
made  are  equal  to  them.  Spend  your  mornings 
and  evenings  fly  fishing,  but  don't  weary  yourself 
by  casting  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  If  you 
must  fish,  take  a  boat,  go  into  the  offing,  and  fill 
it  with  whiting  and  gumards. 

J.  W.  Blakbt. 


A  PLEA  FOR  THE  SALMON  FLY. 


Travelling  lately  by  steamer  along  the  west 
coast  of  Norway,  we  were  awakened  one  morning 
from  peaceful  slumbers  by  such  a  string  of  male- 
dictions, uttered  in  loud  tones,  that  for  a  moment 
we  thought  the  sea  had  come  in  bodily  through 
the  porthole,  or  that  some  terrific  calamity  was 
pending;  the  atmosphere,  too,  was  impregnated 
with  a  horrible  odour,  which  certainly  had  not 
been  observable  when  we  turned  in  the  previous 
evening.  Enquiry  showed  that  the  cause  in  each 
case  was  identical.  Our  temporary  fellow  traveller's 
bottle — a  gigantic  one — of  prawns  had  "  bust,"  and, 
besides  causing  the  dreadful  stench  aforesaid,  had 
utterly  ruined — for  the  time  being,  at  any  rate — 
a  nice  suit  of  "  tweeds,"  sundry  rather  touching 
shirts,  and  other  etceteras ;  hence  the  owner's 
wrath  and  indignation,  as  expressed  in  eloquent 
Anglo-Saxon.  We  confess  that  our  sympathy  for 
his  misfortune  was  of  the  superficial  order,  for  we 
do  not  "  hold  with  "  prawns  as  exploited  at  the 
present  day. 

The  "  praan,"  as  a  lure  for  capturing  salmon, 
originated,  if  we  mistake  not,  in  Leland,  and  used 
there  to  be  employed  only  when  the  water  in  the 
rivers  was  so  low  and  clear  that  the  fly  was  useless. 
In  time  it  was  discovered  that  it  was  fatal  under 
other  conditions  of  weather  and  water  as  well, 
and  nowadays  a  liberal  supply  of  these  delicacies 
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forms  part  of  the  outfit  of  the  modern  angler 
bound  to  Scotland  or  Norway. 

In  view  of  the  distributijn  of  salmon  water — 
of  the  fact  that  there  are  few  rivers,  whether 
Scottish  or  Norwegian,  which  are  fished  or  owned 
by  one  set  of  sportsmen  for  a  number  of  con- 
secutive yeai"8 ;  in  view  of  the  enormous  rents 
paid,  for  which  the  lessees  must  have  an 
equivalent  by  hook  or  by  crook  ;  and  in  view  also 
of  the  apparently  increa3ing  "dourne3s"of  the 
fish,  it  is  perhaps  hopeless  to  expect  that  the 
prawn  will  ever  be  relegated  to  its  former 
position  of  pis  aller,  to  be  used  only  when  eveiy- 
thing  else  fails.  Nevertheless  it  seems  a  pity 
that  this  destructive  lure  shovdd  have  come  into 
such  universal  and  indiscriminate  use  as  it  has 
done.  From  all  quarters  one  hears  complaints 
of  the  increasing  unwillingness  of  salmon  to  take 
the  fly — this  year  they  came  from  the  rivers  on 
the  south-west  coast  of  Norway  more  pai-ticu- 
larly ;  but  surely  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at. 

If  people  wUl  insist  in  using  prawns,  minnows, 
spoons,  and  the  like  under  all  sorts  of  weather 
and  water  conditions,  the  fish  will  in  time  not 
only  cease  to  interest  themselves  in  the  fly,  but 
also  in  these  other  lures,  and  something  else 
possessing  still  greater  attractions  will  have  to  be 
discovered.  Admirers  of  the  prawn  are  fond  of 
(quoting  cases  where  salmon  have  been  known  to 
take  the  fly  after  having  had  a  "  red  one  "  passed 
over  them  in  vain  ;  but  these  are  undoubtedly  rare, 
and  the  chance  of  capturing  a  salmon  in  a  pool 
which  has  been  fished  down  with  the  prawn  is  an 
extremely  remote  one — for  a  very  considerable  time 
afterwards.  Much  the  same  thing  may  be  said 
in  regard  to  spinning  baits,  which  also  exercise  a 
discouraging  influence  upon  fish  for  some  time 
after  they  have  been  proffered  ;  but  when  the  fly 
is  adhered  to  a  salmon  cast  under  ordinary  con- 
ditions is  as  good — minus  any  fish  captured  or 
severely  pricked — a  few  minutes  after  it  has  been 
fished  over  as  before ;  a  change  of  pattern  may 
at  once  prove  successful.  After  a  prolonged 
course  of  having  their  food  (?)  lowered  down  to 
them  at  a  convenient  level,  fish  will  not  only 
themselves  refuse  to  take  the  fly,  but  will  trans- 
mit this  taste  to  their  descendants.  The  marvel- 
lous sport  which  used  to  be  enjoyed  on  the 
Namsen,  for  instance,  was  entirely  with  the  fly ; 
but  what  proportion  of  the  annual  take  on  that 
famous  stream  is  now  captured  by  that  lure  F 
Not  5  per  cent.,  we  venture  to  think  ;  and  so  on  a 
good  many  other  Scandinavian  rivers. 

Sport,  however,  is  not  so  injuriou3ly  affected  by 
the  use  of  prawns  and  spinning  baits  on  such 
waters  as  the  Namsen,  where  it  is  all  "  harling," 
but  it  seems  a  thousand  pities  that  fine  rapid 
streams  which  can  be  commanded  from  the  bank, 
or  by  wading,  and  which  are  eminently  adapted 
for  the  exercise  of  the  noble  art  of  angling  with 
the  salmon  fly,  should  be  so  mercilessly  pounded, 
as  so  many  of  them  are,  both  in  Scotland  and 
Norway,  with  these  other  lures  simply  and  in 
order  to  make  as  big  a  bag  as  possible.  Rents,  it 
is  argued,  are  so  stiff  nowadays  that  it  is  per- 
fectly legitimate  to  get  some  equivalent  in  the 
shape  of  sport  by  using  any  means  in  the  lessee's 
power;  but,  it  may  be  inquired,  is  there  much 
sport  in  taking  a  salmon  by  cramming  its  mouth 
and  throat  (to  say  nothing  of  the  off  chance  of 
hookiog  it  foul)  full  of  triangles  ?  Amongst  other 
matters,  the  gentleman  whose  prawns  came  to 
grief  showed  us  the  tackle  upon  which  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  mounting  these  Crustacea,  describing 
it  as  somebody's  special  design.  It  consisted  of 
six  powerful  triangles,  a  thing  (he  said  it  was  a 
baiting  needle)  that  looked  like  a  young  lightning 
conductor,  and  a  piece  of  lead,  the  whole  coloured 
a  bright  red  and  mounted  on  strong  treble  gut. 
He  said  he  did  not  lose  many  fish  with  it,  and  we 
implicitly  believed  him  ;  how,  indeed,  any  salmon 
after  so  much  as  touching  such  a  diabolical- 
looking  contrivance  could  possibly  shake  or  even 
tear  himself  free  was  difficult  to  imagine.  As  we  all 
know,  people's  ideas  of  sport  vary  greatly,  but  we 
can  sympathise  much  more  with  the  epicure  who, 
having  scientifically  risen  and  hooked  his  fish 
with  the  fly,  considers  the  cream  of  the  perform- 
ance  over,  and  hands  the  rod  to  his  gillie,  than 
with  the  angler  whose  tastes  lie  in  the  direction 
of  capturing  salmon  with  such  murderous  con- 
trivances as  the  one  above  described. 

The  angler  who  has  taken  to  salmon  fishing, 
however,  only  comparatively  late  in  life,  who  has 
plunged  at  once  in  inecUas  res,  and  not  gone 


through  the  apprenticeship,  so  to  speak,  can 
hai'dly  be  expected  so  fully  to  appreciate  the 
advantages  of  the  fly  over  every  other  form  of 
lure  as  he  who  has  been  at  the  game  all  his  life. 
The  latter,  almost  as  a  matter  of  course,  can 
"  busk  "  his  own  flies,  and  is  thus  able  at  all  times 
of  the  year,  and  under  all  circumstances,  to 
associate  his  thoughts  and  actions  with  his 
favourite  pursuit,  and  contribute  in  some  measure 
to  his  ultimate  success  by  the  waterside.  When 
about  to  visit  a  river  abroad,  say  in  Norway,  for 
instance,  about  which  he  knows  little  or  nothing, 
it  is  not  incumbent  upon  him  to  take  a  huge 
variety  of  gear,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  very 
likely  to  prove  useless ;  for,  when  he  reaches  his 
destination,  and  has  formed  some  idea  of  the 
requirements  of  the  situation,  he  can  turn  out 
flies  according  to  taste.  What  joy,  too,  when, 
the  fish  being  "  dour,"  and  refusing  to  take  any 
of  the  recognised  concoctions  of  fur  and  feather, 
he  succeeds,  owing  to  his  long  previous  ex- 
periences in  regard  to  light,  shade,  colour,  and 
water,  in  turning  out  a  pattern  of  his  own  that 
will  kill!  In  the  whole  gamut  of  angling  for 
salmon  there  is  no  greater  triumph  or  better 
sporting  performance  than  to  kill  a  clean-run  fish, 
casting  from  the  shore,  with  a  fly  of  one's  own 
tying ;  and  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that,  were 
there  more  of  this  way  of  thinking,  there  would 
be  fewer  complaints  of  sulkiness  on  the  part  of 
the  fish,  and  better  all-round  "  sport." 

RUGDE. 

A  GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  STATION. 

{Continued  from  page  225.) 

HOUGHTON,  ON  THE  HUNTINGDON- 
SHIRE OUSE. 

As  in  my  opinion  a  notice  of  any  fishing  station 
is  incomplete  unless  a  few  of  the  best  swims  are 
specially  mentioned,  I  propose,  with  the  Editor's 
permission,  to  deal  with  this  subject  in  the  present 
article,  and  trust  the  information  may  prove  use- 
ful to  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who 
may  visit  Houghton. 

First  of  aU,  I  will  suppose  the  angler  is  in  quest 
of  roach.  Now,  sad  to  say,  these  fish  do  not  in 
the  Ouse,  as  a  rule,  run  very  large.  During  the 
summer-time  particularly,  when  boiled  wheat  is 
the  favourite  lure,  a  catch  of,  say,  a  score 
averaging  6oz.  each,  would  be  considered  a  very 
fair  take.  Still,  in  some  stretches  of  the  river 
they  do  run  much  larger,  and  it  is  a  remarkable 
fact  that  down-stream  in  the  main  river  beyond 
the  Houghton  Lochs,  and  down-stream  in  the 
back-water  beyond  the  Houghton  Four-gate  Pit, 
the  roach  are  invariably  very  much  heavier  than 
they  are  in  the  waters  up-stream.  Only  a 
fortnight  ago,  in  the  St.  Ives  waters,  near  that 
town,  an  angler  took  twenty-two,  which  scaled 
about  2341b. ;  and,  as  stated  in  my  last,  a  nice 
fish  of  2§lb.  was  caught  in  the  Hemingford 
waters. 

When  large  roach  are  taken  in  the  Huntingdon 
waters  it  is  generally  at  the  back  end  of  the 
season,  say  in  November  or  December,  or  even  in 
January,  when  the  waters  are  fining  down  after  a 
flood,  the  lure  used  being  invariably  the  tail 
of  a  lob.  Roach  of  21b.  then  are  not  rare,  which 
shows  that  there  are  some  in  the  waters;  but 
under  ordinary  conditions  of  water  their  capture 
is  seldom  or  never  effected. 

From  these  remarks  it  will  be  readily  under- 
stood that  the  angler  at  Houghton  in  quest  of 
large  roach  should  go  downstream. 

The  mill  pool  at  Houghton  contains  many  large 
roach.  Only  the  other  day  I  heard  of  a  London 
angler,  fishing  it,  having  the  good  luck  to  take 
one  which  his  pocket  steelyards  registered  at  just 
2lb.  Unfortunately,  however,  in  his  eagerness  to 
weigh  it,  he  held  the  steelyards  over  the  river, 
and,  after  the  fish  was  weighed,  it  evidently 
thought  it  was  time  to  be  off,  for,  with  a  wriggle, 
it  freed  if  self  from  the  hook  of  the  machine, 
dropped  in  the  river,  and  is  probably  now  in  the 
mill  pool,  where,  let  us  hope,  it  will  increase  in 
weight,  and  fall  once  more  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  on  his  next  visit. 

The  fishing  in  the  mill  pool  is  private,  but 
permission  from  the  miller  is  not  difficult  to 
obtain,  particularly  if  the  angler  is  hiring  one  of 
his  boats. 

A  few  days  ago  three  anglers  in  a  boat  were 
fishing  on  the  extreme  edge  of  it,  and  roach,  and 


vei-y  good  ones  too,  were  biting  madly,  and 
in  a  short  time  they  had  an  exceedingly  good 
catch. 

The  pool  also  contains  any  amount  of  bream, 
which,  however,  now  seldom  feed  there,  whilst  a 
goodly  number  of  large  chub  inhabit  it.  Pike 
also,  and  a  fair-  quantity  of  perch,  may  be  found 
in  it. 

The  most  favourable  conditions  to  fish  it  are 
when  the  water  in  the  mill  tail  is  high,  and  there 
is  a  f  Liirly  strong  stream  running ;  when  the  water 
is  low,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  stream,  but 
little  sport,  as  a  rule,  may  be  expected  in  it. 

It  is  a  spot  well  worth  attention,  it  is  exceed- 
ingly handy,  as  it  almost  joins  the  village,  and  the 
roach  fisherman  who  perseveres  in  it  with  suitable 
tackle  will  invariably  sooner  or  later  get  hold  of 
some  specimens  he  will  be  proud  of. 

Passing  out  of  the  mill  stream  is  a  narrow 
backwater  flowing  by  the  side  of  an  osier  bed. 
Lower  down  this  divides  into  two,  one  part  flow- 
ing  on  down  to  the  main  river  at  Hemingford 
MiUs,  the  other  rejoining  the  main  river  at  this 
point. 

Supposing  the  angler  to  have  a  boat,  I  would 
recommend  his  not  paying  much  attention  to  this 
backwater  (exceptthe  river  be  in  a  flood),  but  to  row 
under  the  bridge  by  the  mill,  and  proceed  down- 
stream on  the  left  bank :  he  will  find  any  number 
of  swims.  They  are,  however,  rather  foul  just 
now,  but,  if  well  raked  out,  properly  ground- 
baited,  left  for  a  day  or  so,  and  then  a  little 
more  bait  put  in,  most  of  them  would  yield 
good  takes  of  roach  far  above  the  Ouse  average. 
Just  beyond  where  the  little  backwater  mentioned 
above  joins  the  main  are  several  good  bank 
swims,  particularly  for  roach.  The  water  is 
about  8ft.  deep,  with  a  nice  bottom ;  but  the  same 
remarks  as  to  raking  would  improve  matters. 
Good  takes  of  bream  are  often  had  here ;  I  have  been 
very  successful  with  them  myself,  and  that  when  the 
quarry  expected  was  roach.  A  nice  tench  or  two 
are  often  met  with  here  with  worm.  The  angler, 
however,  cannot  do  better  than  stick  to  wheat 
during  the  summer  months,  as  the  autumn  and 
winter  advances  substituting  bread  crust  and 
gentles. 

Under  the  railway  bridge  a  short  distance 
further  down  some  good  perch  are  often  met 
with,  but  they  are  very  seldom  fished  for. 

A  little  distance  beyond  Battcock's  Island,  on 
the  right,  are  some  very  good  rudd  swims,  where 
fish  of  21b.  or  over  may  often  be  met  with,  par- 
ticularly in  the  evening. 

The  Flood- Gate  Pit  opposite,  and  the  stream 
running  from  it,  contains  a  fair  sprinkling  of  chub 
and  pike,  and  is  therefore  well  worth  the  attention 
of  any  angler  in  quest  of  these  fish. 

The  backwater  previously  mentioned  as  flowing 
from  the  Houghton  Mill  Pool  is  not  neai-ly 
so  good  as  it  was  in  days  gone  by.  This  stream 
has  been  allowed  to  get  nearly  blocked  with 
bulrushes  in  many  parts  of  it,  consequently  the 
water  in  it  is  very  dead,  except  when  there  is  a 
heavy  flood  and  in  the  winter  time  when  the 
weeds  and  rushes  have  rotted  down.  At  such 
times  it  is  still  well  worth  attention,  particularly 
a  deep  hole  a  little  way  under  the  railway  bridge, 
near  the  large  poplar  trees.  This  hole  is  known 
locally  as  Wilson's  Hole,  and  always  contains  a 
good  sprinkling  of  roach,  and  not  unfrequently  a 
good  chub,  and  that  even  when  the  water  is  not 
above  its  normal  height.  I  have  dwelt  somewhat 
longer  on  this  stream  than  I  should  have  done, 
but  my  object  is  this :  If  the  angler  visiting 
Houghton  should  happen  to  be  there  when  there 
is  a  high  flood  and  thick  water,  when  fishing  the 
main  river  is  a  dead  letter,  let  him  take  my  tip 
and  turn  his  steps  to  this  insignificant  little 
stream.  He  may  do  far  better  than  he  could 
fondly  hope.  I  have  taken  many  specimen  fish 
from  it,  and  that  at  times,  too,  when  I  have  had 
to  fish  in  the  flooded  meadows  adjoining  it.  So 
much  for  the  waters  downstream  from  Houghton 
Mills.  I  now  propose  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of 
some  of  the  most  useful  swims  upstream  from 
that  point.  Again  assuming  that  the  angler  is  in 
quest  of  roach,  he  will  find  several  good  swims  on 
the  left-hand  side  opposite  the  Rectory,  and  notably 
about  100yds.  from  the  Houghton  Four- gate  Pit. 
Hereabouts  one  swim  is  nearly  at.  good  as 
another,  but  most  of  them  are  now  somewhat 
foul,  and  would  be  much  improved  by  the  raking 
process.  The  water  is  about  8ft.  deep;  it 
formerly  yielded  large  quantities  of  bream  along 
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this  stretch,  but  during  the  last  few  years  they 
have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Passing 
on  upstream  just  opposite  the  Four-gate  Pit,  the 
liver  widens  out  considerably,  and  here  com- 
mences the  length  known  as  Houghton  Wale. 
The  right-hand  bank  is  the  deep-water  side,  and 
many  good  swims  may  be  found  14ft.  or  15ft. 
deep.  They  all  contain  plentiful  supplies  of  not 
only  roach,  but  bream,  too,  of  large  size ;  but,  as 
stated  in  my  last,  these  fish  have  not  fed  at  aU 
well  lately ;  but  as  they  are  there,  they  must  feed 
sometimes,  and  lucky  will  be  the  angler  who  catches 
them  "mad  on."  Some  remarkable  takes  have 
been  had  on  this  length.  I  have  had  as 
many  as  thirty  in  an  early  morning's  fishing, 
averaging  nearly  31b.  each ;  and  two  Huntingdon 
anglers  took  eighty-nine  between  them  of  nearly 
as  good  an  average  size.  The  water  is  good  from 
the  right  bank,  nearly  up  to  the  long  bridge  on 
the  left  bank. 

The  water  opposite  the  next  meadow  is  some- 
what shallower,  and  very  weedy  except  in  one  or 
two  spots,  about  halfway  along.  These  are  very 
deep,  one  swim  particularly,  where  the  land  juts 
out  into  the  river.  Here  many  good  takes  of 
bream  and  roach  may  reasonably  be  expected. 
The  water  by  the  side  of  the  next  meadow  up  to 
the  poplar  trees,  and,  in  fact,  along  the  next 
meadow  too,  is  all  good. 

The  roach  and  pike  fisherman  can  scarcely 


the  finger  on  the  lever  bringing  brake  into  play. 
The  Sjin.  reel  weighs  just  over  a  pound.  The 
simplicity  of  construction  allows  of  nothing 
getting  out  of  order.  Price  :  5in.,  23s. ;  SJin., 
258. ;  6in.,  27s.  6d. 

Carter's  Registered  Adjustable  Sea  Rod 
Top  Pullet  or  Loop. 
This  loop,  brought  out  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  those  using  wire  lines  (which  neces- 
sitates a  large  loop),  is  now  also  made  with  a 
smaller  pulley  wheel  for  the  ordinary  flax,  hemp, 
or  silk  lines.  The  pulleys  can  be  easily  taken  off  the 
stem,  a  slight  pressure  with  finger  forcing  spring 
below  the  level  of  the  pulley  support.  In  fixing 
it  is  just  slipped  on,  the  spring  securely  holding 
the  pulley,  but  allowing  considerable  side  swing. 
Once  a  rod  is  fitted  with  this  loop  the  pulleys  can 
be  had  separately.  Being  counter-sunk,  there  is 
no  possibility  of  the  line  catching. 

The  "Bates"  Pattern  Sea  Hook. 

This  hook,  which  has  two  side  barbs,  is  made 
somewhat  longer  in  the  shank  than  the  ordinary 
style  of  eyed  hook,  giving  greater  penetrating 
power  and  also  allowing  of  greater  ease  in  dis- 
gorging. The  eye  is  made  on  the  spring  or  loop 
principle.  In  shape  it  is  something  between  a 
Kendal  and  a  Limerick.  Made  both  eyed  and 
plain  in  sizes  from  6  to  8. 


in  these  and  adjacent  parts  of  the  sweet  watere 
for  months  back,  as  the  "  tartan  "  colouring  of 
the  potted  fish  at  once  proclaims,  and  indicates 
that  he  is  anything  but  fresh  run. 

On  the  Tay  Lord  Blythswood  had  two  little 
fish,  grilse  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Coates  and  Mr.  P.  D. 
MaUoch,  two  salmon  and  a  few  grilse ;  and  Lieut. 
E.  G.  Boyle,  a  tyro  to  the  art,  four  fine  fish, 
ranging  from  71b.  to  251b.,  the  latter  weight  being 
his  maiden  salmon ;  while  Lord  Warwick  had  a 
15-pounder,  and  Mr.  Ker  one  of  101b.  That 
practically  sums  up  the  whole  season's  fishing  on 
the  Tay  system  since  the  nets  came  off,  and  the 
season  has  not  now  more  than  three  or  four  weeks 
to  run,  as  it  closes  on  Oct.  15.  Nor  is  the  Dee 
any  better.  Capt.  Farquhar  had  a  fish  of  321b., 
and  Major  Eastwood  another  of  291b.  last  week. 
Two  magnificent  fish,  but  only  two,  where  twenty 
would  not  have  been  anything  like  a  record  week 
to  either  of  these  Dee  cracks,  especially  Capt. 
Farquhar.  One  on  the  Kingcausie  by  Professor 
Niven,  and  another  on  the  Maryculter  sections  by 
the  Hon.  J.  Duff  Gordon,  do  sum  up  the  alloted 
measure  of  Dee's  successes  during  the  past  week. 
Four  autumn  fish  instead  of  forty  ! 

On  the  Spey  and  other  highland  rivers  matters 
are  in  as  sad  a  plight,  and  the  only  river  where 
anything  like  sport  has  or  is  being  got  is  the 
one  of  all  others  where  it  was  least  expected — 
"  the  poor  old  Don,"  but  poor  old  Don  no  more. 


J^OR  DSE   WITH  WlRK  LiNE. 


The  "Bates"  Sea  Eeel. 


As  Modified  for  Ordinary  Silk 
OR  Flax  Links. 


make  a  mistake;   but  it  is  very  important, 
wherever  he  elects  to  fish,  that  he  well  ground- 
baits  the  swim  beforehand.  0.  A.  B. 
(To  be  continued.) 


SOME  NOVELTIES  FKOM 
MESSRS.  A.  CARTER  AND  CO.,  Ltd. 


The  "Bates"  Sea  Reel. 
This  reel  is  made  of  plated  metal  throughout ; 
there  is  nothing  in  it  which  is  liable  to  rust  or 
warp  (two  absolutely  essential  points  in  a  sea 
reel).  The  barrel  is  a  large  one,  giving  nearly 
twice  the  winding  capacity  of  the  ordinary  sea 
reel  of  corresponding  size ;  each  revolution  of  reel 
winds  in  15in.  The  barrel  is  formed  by  a  number 
of  thin  metal  bars  fixed  to  front  and  back  plates, 
thus  forming  a  cage  drum.  The  plates  of  reel 
are  perforated.  The  back  being  a  skeleton 
frame,  the  reel  is  practically  open  aU  over.  When 
line  is  wound  up  (after  a  day's  fishing),  it 
dries  of  itself  in  a  very  short  time.  Another 
advantage  is  the  possibility  of  removing  front  plate 
and  barrel  of  reel  containing  line,  and  immersing 
in  fresh  water,  thus  extracting  the  salt  water 
which  is  so  injurious  to  silk  lines.  It  can  then  be 
left  to  dry,  and  replaced  without  in  any  way  being 
affected.  This  obviates  the  trouble  of  unwinding 
one's  line  after  a  day's  fishing.  The  reel  is  pro- 
vided with  a  rim  brake  (quite  a  new  departure  as 
far  as  construction  is  concerned)  that  can  be 
adjusted  to  any  pressure,  the  slightest  touch  of 


THE  AUTUMN  DAMPER. 

"  Send  me  one  dozen  Gordons,  medium  size ; 
and  also  send  up  a  few  dozen  autumn  fish  at  the 
same  time."  Such  was  the  laconic  and  character- 
istic order  of  an  eminent  Deeside  sportsman  the 
other  day  to  a  well-known  tackle  dealer  in  the 
granite  city.  He  wanted  the  flies,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  indicated  the  present  state  of 
matters,  that  they  would  be  of  no  use  unless  a 
supply  of  fresh  fish  was  vouchsafed  with  them. 
For  the  past  fortnight  sport  has  been  flat,  de- 
cidedly flat,  and  not  only  on  the  Dee,  but  on  the 
Spey  and  Tay  as  well.  In  fact,  it  is  disappointing 
all  over,  for  in  scarcely  a  single  salmon  stream  is 
there  anything  like  encouragement  to  go  on  by 
even  an  occasional  run  being  received,  and  a 
regular  damper  has  fallen  upon  the  autumn 
prospects,  and  the  feelings  and  the  aspirations  of 
the  angler  to  boot. 

This  is  all  the  more  to  be  wondered  at  consider- 
ing the  bright  things  that  were  thought  to  be  in 
store  at  the  close  of  the  netting  season,  and  the 
hopes — high  hopes — that  were  then  entertained 
of  a  glorious  back-end,  not  of  a  few  brief  days 
towards  the  close  of  October,  on  a  few  sections 
near  the  sea,  but  of  fully  two  months'  good 
angling,  and  extending  far  into  the  inland  reaches. 
But  all  that  is  now  left  of  these  predictions  and 
bright  prospects  is  an  occasional  fish  here  and 
there  of  true  autumn  weight  and  colour  on  the 
lower  and  fairly  lower  beats  of  the  Ta^,  Dee,  and 
Spey,  and  similar  salmon  streams,  and  a  few  "red" 
fish  on  the  upper  pools  that  have  been  sojourning 


Here,  on  the  Grandholm  and  Kintore  waters,  fish 
— autumn  fish — are  being  creeled  daily,  and  on 
the  far  inland  waters  fish  of  an  earlier  migration, 
but  yet  good  enough  for  all  that,  are  being  creeled 
away  among  the  hills  at  Castle  Newe  and 
Kildrummie,  a  feat  that  has  not  been  performed 
these  fifteen  years  back.  Not  that  the  Don  is 
over-stocked  by  any  means,  nor  affording  too 
much  sport,  for  there  are  sections  where  the 
anglers  are  daily  on  the  water  without  the  least 
encouraging  rise,  and  who  are  as  much  out  of  it 
as  though  there  were  no  fish  in  the  river  at  all ; 
but  when  the  past  history  of  this  once  fine  salmon 
stream  is  considered,  and  the  present  state  of 
other  rivers  is  brought  into  the  comparison,  then 
the  Don  shines  out,  and  can  be  called  "  poor  old 
Don  "  no  longer. 

The  mysterious  disappearance  of  the  salmon 
that  were  got  so  plentifully  at  the  close  of  the 
netting  season  is  all  the  more  inexplicable  when 
the  fine  running  waters  are  remembered  and  the 
other  favourable  conditions  that  were  thought 
would  draw  them  into  the  rivers  in  bulk.  The 
fish  were  then  on  the  coast,  as  was  evident  from 
the  hauls  made  all  along  from  Tay  to  Spey  during 
the  last  fortnight  prior  to  Aug.  26.  Some  thirteen 
tons  of  salmon  and  grilse  were  kiUed  by  the  lower 
netters  on  the  Tay.  On  the  Dee,  when  the 
Harbour  Board  men  could  not  or  would  not 
remove  their  nets  owing  to  a  bit  of  sea  being  on, 
and  left  them  till  Monday  because  it  would  have 
been  sacrilege  to  work  on  Sunday,  they  got 
fourteen  boxes  of  salmon;  and,  from  the  same 
cause,  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company  on  the 
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Don,  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
men  on  the  Spey  netted  some  hundreds  of  fish 
for  the  last  haul  of  the  season.   So  the  fish  were 
there  all  round  the  coast  in  abundance,  both 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout ;  the  rivers  were  in 
fine  flood,  but  they  did  not  run  up.    From  some 
cause  or  another  the  bulk  of  the  autumn  migra- 
tion is  still  at  sea.  Fishermen  are  well  acquainted 
with  these  apparently  eccentric  freaks  on  the  part 
of  Sahno  salar,  and  often  note  that  when  the  fish 
are  on  the  coast  and  a  storm  approaches  they 
either  take  into  the  rivers  or  disappear  from  the 
coast  for  a  time.    On  this  occasion  they  seem  to 
have  gone  off  entirely,  and  only  a  few  taken  to 
the  inland  waters.    Anglers,  on  the  other  hand, 
usually  note  that,  however  favourable  and  eai'ly 
the    conditions    may    be,  salmon  are  seldom 
influenced  to  a  very  great  degree  by  them  unless 
the  temperature  be  constant  at  the  same  time. 
Thus,   in   a   very  early   spring    following  an 
open  winter,   it  might   naturally  be  thought 
that    fish    would    be    found    far    inland  and 
very  plentiful  long  before  the  opening  dates, 
and  that    in    a    bad    hard  winter  and  late 
spring  fish  would  not  enter  the  river,  and 
would  not  be  found,  even  in  the  lower  pools,  till 
long  after  the  opening  dates.    But  such  is  not  the 
case.    The  open  winter  and  early  spring  will  not 
bring  away  the  bulk  of  the  first  spring  migration 
more  than  a  fortnight,  at  most ;  nor  will  a  close 
winter  retard  their  migration  from  the  sea  for  a 
much  longer  period  of  time.    They  run  under  the 
ice  even,  and  not  only  was  this  the  case  during 
the  past  spring,  but  in  that  of  1895 — the  very 
severe  spring — it  was  much  more  so,  and  fish  were 
got  which  must  have  run  under  ice  in  the  teeth  of 
freezing  waters  for  more  than  twenty  miles. 
Salmo  salar  keeps  his  time.    He  is  fairly  punctual, 
and,  unless  under  very  adverse  conditions,  will 
always  try  to  make  his  point  good  in  getting  to 
his  inland  lair,  where  he  knows  he  has  his  domestic 
duties  to  perform.    Instinct,  call  it,  or  any  other 
thing ;  it  keeps  him  to  his  time. 

The  present  damper,  then,  can  only  be  traced 
to  a  combination  of  causes,  of  which  we  have 
perfect  knowledge,  as  far  as  perfection  goes,  in 
observing  the  ways  of  Salmo — which  is  not  so 
exact  a  knowledge,  from  a  scientific  point  of  view, 
as  might  be  desired.  However,  it  is  satisfactory 
to  have  some  feasible  explanation  as  to  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  fish.  They  were  on  the  coast 
in  vast  numbers  on  Aug.  26,  when  the  nets  were 
taken  off,  but  this  was  somewhat  before  their 
time  for  migrating  inland.  Probably  they  had 
not  finished  putting  on  fat,  as  the  agriculturist 
would  say,  and  the  pisciculturist  too;  and 
just  at  that  inopportune  time  the  storm  which 
prevented  the  netsmen  lifting  their  leaders  came 
down,  and  the  fish,  instead  of  taking  into  the 
rivers,  cleared  off  the  coast  altogether,  and 
disappeared.  In  addition  it  was  noted  at  the 
time  that  a  series  of  thunderstorms  prevailed, 
and  there  is  nothing  which  affects  fish  so  much 
as  thunder.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  temperature 
fell  much  below  its  normal  reading  for  the  end  of 
August,  and  there  has  been  a  deal  of  frost  over- 
night since  then.  These  causes,  and  especially 
the  storm  and  the  unripe  condition  of  the  fish  in 
combination,  moved  the  fish  into  deeper  waters  in 
the  sea  instead  of  drawing  them  into  the  rivers,  and 
hence  the  damper  on  the  salmon  angler,  and  the 
chances  of  the  season  inaugurated  under  such 
brilliant  auspices  being  utterly  spoiled,  or  at 
least  brought  down  to  the  lowest  level.  However, 
there  is  the  miserable  consolation  that  they  are 
still  to  come.  When  the  Prince  of  Wales  returned 
to  Abergeldie  with  a  light  bag,  or  when  he  made 
a  miss  at  a  stag,  he  used  jocularly  to  remark  that 
it  was  a  good  thing  for  the  next  fellow. 

And  this  is  all  the  more  certain  from  reports  which 
are  just  to  hand,  which  testify  to  the  abundant 
signs  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  at  the  mouths 
of  the  various  rivers  and  along  the  coast,  where 
observations  can  be  easily  made.  Fishermen  who 
are  still  about  their  old  quarters  say  they  never 
saw  anything  like  the  moving  shoals  that  they 
have  seen  lately  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  along 
by  Nigg,  and  elsewhere,  leaping  and  tumbling 
about  in  all  directions,  and  making  the  sea  boil. 
AU  that  is  wanted  is  a  spate.  Twenty-four  hours' 
rain,  if  it  is  heavy  enough,  would  do,  but  a  spate 
there  must  be  before  the  prospects  can  improve 
and  the  damper  be  lifted  off  the  back-end  season, 
and  then,  and  only  then,  will  the  fun  be  fast  and 
furious,  as  it  should  have  been  all  along.   G.  M. 


REPORT  ON  SALMON  FISHERIES.* 


Part  II.  of  the  eighteenth  annual  report  of 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  being  the  report 
on  salmon  fisheries  for  the  year  1899,  which  bears 
the  date  of  April,  1900,  has  at  last  been  published. 

"  The  fishing  season  of  1899  appears."  says  the 
report,  "  from  all  available  sources  of  informa- 
tion, to  have  been  below  the  average  of  recent 
years."    This,  from  what  has  been  written  on  the 
subject  in  the  Times  and  elsewhere  during  the 
past  month,  was  only  to  be  expected.    The  cause 
is,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  found  in  the  excessive 
netting  which  is  can-ied  on  on  the  coasts.    In  the 
pages  devoted  to  the  coast  salmon  fisheries  of 
Scotland,    Mr.    W.   L.    Calderwood,  F.R.S.E., 
Inspector  of    Salmon   Fisheries  for  Scotland, 
says :  "It  cannot  escape  the  notice  of  anyone 
interested  in  salmon  fisheries  that  at  present 
there  exists  a  very  general  complaint  throughout 
Scotland  that  the  supply  of  salmon  is  diminishing." 
As  a  remedy,  he  ui'ges  the  establishment  of  fish 
hatcheries  in  these  words :  "  A  stock  of  breeding 
salmon  sufficient  to  withstand  the  great  mortality 
now  caused  by  the  action  of  man,  by  the  salmon's 
natm-al  enemies,  and  by  disease  is  a  matter 
essential    to    the  continuance  of  the  salmon 
fisheries  of  the  country."     The  bag-nets  are 
responsible,  Mr.  Calderwood  is  inclined  to  believe, 
for  the  captm-e,  not  only  of  fish  which  otherwise 
would  pass  up  into  the  rivers  near  which  the 
nets  are  placed,  but  also  for  the  capture  of  fish 
striking  the  coast  on  their  way  to  other  rivers  ; 
and,  in  support  of  this  belief,  he  draws  attention 
to  the  fact  that  fish  on  the  coast  of  the  Ugie 
district,  e.g.,  at  Peterhead,  are  taken  in  the  bag- 
nets  aU  through  the  season,  although  no  salmon 
enter  the  Ugie  river  till  quite  the  end  of  the 
season,    and    then  they  enter  only  in  small 
numbers. 

According  to  the  figures  given  in  the  report, 
1945  fixed  nets  are  used  annually  at  present  on 
the  coast  of  Scotland.  The  value  of  the  nets  and 
boats  may  be  estimated  at  nearly  £144,000,  and 
the  number  of  men  employed  at  1350. 

Two  pages  of  the  report  are  devoted  to  some 
account  of  a  cruive  with  a  "  mid-stream  "  slap  at 
Inverawe.  This  structure  is  of  special  interest,  as 
it  is  believed  to  be  the  only  cruive  in  Scotland 
which  seems  to  conform  to  the  old  requirements 
for  a  "  mid-stream,"  the  dykes  being  so  con- 
structed as  to  leave  a  gap  of  ample  dimensions, 
through  which  the  main  current  of  the  river 
descends.  The  Inverawe  cruive  dates  back  as  far 
as  1480  at  least,  and  the  dykes  have  not  been 
modified  since  that  date. 

Turning  to  Appendix  V.,  we  find  that  further 
investigations  on  the  life  history  of  the  salmon 
in  fresh  water,  made  by  D.  Noel  Paton,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P,  Ed.,  and  M.  I.  Newbigin,  D.Sc,  have 
confirmed  the  opinion  previously  arrived  at  by 
these  gentlemen :  "  That  the  salmon  goes  to  the 
sea  to  feed,  and  returns  to  the  river  when  it  has 
accumulated  its  full  store  of  nourishment, 
irrespective  of  the  condition  of  the  reproductive 
organs.  The  factor  determining  migration  from 
sea  to  river  is  not  the  nisus  generativus,  but  the 
state  of  nutrition."  A.  H. 


BOBBLING  FOR  PERCH  AND  THE 
SUNK  FLOAT. 


Once  when  walking  on  the  bank  of  one  of  the 
sluggish  rivers  of  the  midland  counties,  my  atten- 
tion was  attracted  to  the  -pecuKar  antics  of  a 
ragged  feUow  on  the  opposite  bank ;  he  was  lying 
prostrate  on  his  stomach,  and  jerking  a  willow 
3ranch  up  and  down  over  the  water,  at  intervals 
making  a  pause  of  a  minute  or  two.  Being  much 
puzzled  by  his  antics,  I  got  behind  a  hedge  and 
succeeded  in  taking  up  a  position  opposite  to  him. 
I  then  found  he  had  a  line  attached  to  the  bough, 
and  shortly  afterwards  he  pulled  up  a  nice  perch, 
and  before  long  another;  then,  some  minutes 
having  elapsed  without  a  bite,  he  ceased  jerking 
the  bough  and  kept  it  quiet  for  about  five 
minutes,  and  then  lugged  out  a  tench.  Now,  as 
he  was  fishing  in  my  water,  I  thought  it  about 
time  to  interview  him;  but  as  I  knew  an 
immediate  bolt  would  be  the  result  of  my 
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showing  myself,  I  cautiously  withdrew,  and, 
crossing  the  bridge  about  half  a  mile  up,  managed 
to  drop  right  upon  him.  He  was  considerably 
startled  at  my  unexpected  appearance,  but  I  soon 
relieved  his  apprehensions  by  telling  him  I  only 
wanted  to  see  his  tackle  and  mode  of  using  it. 
His  rod  was  a  branch  cut  from  a  pollard  willow, 
his  line  about  5ft.  of  twisted  horsehair,  the  hook, 
No.  5,  on  stout  gut,  and  a  common  cork  float 
conpleted  his  equipment.  The  line  was  so 
weighted  that  the  float  could  not  carry  it,  but 
sank  very  slowly ;  this,  he  told  me,  was  a  matter  of 
great  importance.  One  shot  only  was  upon  the 
hook  link,  the  other  sinkers — small  strips  of 
window  lead — were  at  intervals  up  the  line.  The 
willow  bough  had  most  of  the  side  branches  and 
leaves  left  on  it.  This,  he  informed  me,  was  for 
a  pm-pose,  as  the  fish  were  used  to  see  branches 
waving  over  the  water,  and,  in  consequence,  were 
not  frightened  so  much  by  its  shadow  as  by  that 
of  a  rod.  This  theoi'y  may  be  correct,  but  I 
have  never  put  it  to  the  test.  He,  however, 
seemed  to  attach  great  importance  to  it,  stating 
that,  unless  in  dull  and  windy  weather  and  dis- 
coloured water,  he  never  trimmed  his  bough. 

I  asked  him  to  get  to  work  again.  So  after 
baiting  with  a  "  maiden  dew,"  as  he  called  it,  i.e., 
a  small  lobworm  without  a  knot,  he  dropped  the 
tackle  in  the  water.  The  float  sank  very  slowly, 
and  came  to  a  standstill  about  18in.  to  2ft.  under 
the  water.  "  Now,"  he  said,  "  just  the  bottom 
shot  is  on  the  bottom  and  the  line  straight  up  to 
the  float."  He  then  raised  the  line  by  short  jerks 
until  the  float  was  on  the  surface,  when  he  gave 
five  or  six  jerks,  and  then  let  it  run  down  again 
to  the  bottom,  and  after  a  short  pause  repeated 
the  performance.  "  Now,"  said  he,  "  you  want  a 
light  hand  for  this  job.  When  you  feel  a  touch, 
lower  your  hand  directly  and  let  him  swaUow  it. 
I  always  put  the  hook  in  at  the  tail  of  the  worm 
first  and  run  it  up  towards  the  head,  as  a  worm  is 
a  lot  tougher  there,  and  the  point  of  the  hook 
won't  come  through,  so  that  they  can't  feel  it 
when  your  hobbling."  "  So  that  is  the  name  of 
this  game,  is  it  ?  "  said  I.  "  Well,  that's  what  I 
call  it,"  he  replied.  He  then  went  on  to  say  that 
for  tench  it  was  best  to  bobble  first  and  then  let 
the  worm  lie  quietly  for  some  minutes.  You  had 
to  watch  the  float  or  the  line  if  the  water  was 
deep  or  thick ;  when  either  moved  you  let  the  fish 
run  to  gorge  the  worm  before  striking.  Perch, 
he  added,  generally  took  when  the  hobbling  was 
going  on. 

I  stopped  with  him  some  time,  during  which  he 
got  several  more  perch  and  another  tench,  when  I 
bade  him  farewell  after  giving  him  a  "  tip  "  and 
leave  to  fish  whenever  he  came,  but,  as  Bunyan 
says,  "  I  saw  him  no  more."    Now,  I  was  much 
interested  in  this — to  me — new  style  of  fishing, 
and  mentioned  it  to  an  old  angler  who  was  always 
most  successful  with  perch  and  tench,  who  told 
me  he  never  fished  in  any  other  way  for  them  in 
warm  and  bright  weather.   I  soon  adopted  the 
plan,  and  with  very  great  success.    Of  course,  I 
never  use  a  bough  or  lie  on  my  stomach  en  the 
bank,  but  have  my  Nottingham  dace  rod,  line, 
and  tackle.   The  sunk  float  is  a  splendid  dodge 
to  get  into  a  deep  hole  under  boughs  where  the 
water  is  shallow  above  and  suddenly  falls  into 
7ft.  or  8ft.  where  the  boughs  overhang.    Now  in 
this  sort  of  place  you  can't  get  in  with  a  ledger  or 
ordinary  float,  but  by  setting  a  sinking  float  about 
2ft.  or  3ft.  you  can  be  sure  of  working  it  under 
the  boughs  and  finding  the  bottom  in  the  hole. 
I  also  use  it  in  very  deep  carp  ponds.   In  this 
case  I  put  the  lower  shot  at  least  2ft.,  and  some- 
times a  yard  from  the  hook,  and  if  the  water  is 
more  than  I2ft.  deep  put  the  float  some  8ft.  up 
the  line.    This  is  a  better  plan  than  using  a 
ledger  or  sliding  float,  which  make  too  much 
splash,  and  if  you  use  a  dace  rod  and  line  you 
can  throw  a  four  or  five  shot  float  a  long  way — 
that  is,  if  you  know  the  dodge.    For  carp  and 
tench  in  ponds,  of  course,  I  do  not  bobble.  The 
sunk  float  is  also  useful  in  streams  with  very 
uneven  bottoms.    With  Nottingham  tackle  you 
can  work  a  lot  of  places  unfishable  by  ordinary 
means.   There  used  to  be  a  very  lumpy  place  on 
the  Oxfordshire  side  of  the  Sonning  Weir  Pool, 
where  I  have  made  some  good  catches  of  aU  sorts 
of  fish.    Even  with  an  even  bottom  it  will 
answer.   I  had  been  hobbling  for  perch  in  the 
Thame  on  one  occasion,  and  went  over  to  the 
Isis  below  Day's  Lock,  under  Whittenham  Wood. 
My  intention  was  to  try  for  chub  with  black- 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


SCOTT     STREET,     Manufacturer    of    every    description  of 
njeO^LJ  FISHING  TACKLE  suitable  for  all  parts 

"ER T Hb  of  the  World, 


Supepiop  SALMON  and  TROUT 
Gpeenheart  RODS. 

rnsnrpasBed  for  supenority  of  workioanship,  balance,  and  caeting  power. 


MAI  I  nPH'Q   Patent  FLY  CASE  for  Salmon, 

^            limi-L.UUIIO    Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies  MAI  inPH'Q             Medal    SALMON  and 

The  only  perfect  Casting  Be«l  for  Salmon  Mahseer  «.nrt  t,^„,  .  a    ,^  ^,   a    .  r,                              f^^^y  ='"'1  compact.    Each  fly  secured  mril_l_UUn  O   TEOUT  BEELS,  nnsnrpassed 

Tisbing.  Un8urp!8t«d  for  lo^&n(^  c1stii^  1^^^                                    ''5' orsTzes'^choos^^from        assortment  for  durahUity  and  Anis^^^easy  and  comfortable  to 

MALLOCH'S  SALMON 


GBILSE,  and  SEA  TBOUT 
FLIES. 


MAI  I  nPH'Q   <*oW   Medal  BIVEB 
Illnl-l-Uvn  O  LOCH  FLIES,  Eyed  ( 
Gut. 


and 

or  on 


MAI  1  nr  U'Q    <^o'<i    Medal  FLOATING 

mni-i-uv/n  o  teout  flies 


nght  Wings. 


with  Op 


A.  WARDED  TEN" 


G-OLD      A.NT>  OTHER 


MIODAIjS  EOR 


Telegrams : 

EyCELLENCE 


Most  ExtenelTB  List  of  the  Best  Killing  Pattenu, 
many  of  them  exolusiTely  my  own,  for  the  Scotch 
Eivers  and  Lochs,  all  Neatly  and  Beautifully  Tied. 

"MALLOCH,  PERTH." 

IlSr      EISHING-  TACKLE. 


LION  HOTEL, 

Farningrham,  Kent. 

J]XCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING, 
three-qnartera  of  a  mile ;  re-stooked 
last  season;  seventeen  miles  from 
London;  on  river  Darenth;  FREE  to 
residential  visitors  ;  non-residents,  7s.  6d. 
per  day.  A  few  Season  Tickets,  at  five 
gnineas  per  rod,  left  for  disposal 

W.  E.  LOVEOROVE.  Proprietor. 


DO  NOT  FISH 


PISHING  IN  THE  AVON. 

■p'OUE  Miles  excellent  COARSE  FISH- 
ING,  and  some  Trout,  free  to 
visitors.  Good  accommodation  ;  pleasant 
country,  near  New  Forest,  with  charming 
drives  ;  one  mile  from  station. 

Apply  W.  HoLMAN,  Bull  Hotel,  Down- 
ton,  WUts. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

TO  FISHERMEN  who  want  a  good  day's 
sport  of  Pike,  Roach,  and  Bream, 
should  try  the  above  water.  Fresh  stocked 
350  acres  strictly  preserved.  Good  aecom 
modation.  Punt,  boats.  Frequent  trains 
from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 


IN  COTTON-LINED 
TWEEDS. 


PURE  WOOL  TAILORS. 


42,  Conduit  Street, 
New  Bond  Street,  W. 

SEND    FOR    ILLUSTRATED    SPORTING  CATALOGUE. 


GOOD  THAMES  FISHING. 

QNE  MILE  Private  Water  free  to 
Visitors;  noted  for  pike,  barbel, 
chub,  and  roach.  Tackle,  bait,  punts, 
and  fishermen  provided  if  required. 
Rabbit  shooting.  Boarding  terms,  6s. 
per  day,  inclusive.— Monkey  Island  Hotel, 
Bray,  Berks. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL. 

SLAPTON,  S.  DEVON. 

THE  above  Hotel  1b  under  New  Management. 
Bood  accommodation  for  vlaltors  at  moderate 
charges.  Fishing  on  the  famous  Ley  obtainable 
;  V^*""?  stayiiiK  at  the  above  only.  Facing  the  sea 
ana  the  Ley,  the  latter  containing  300  acres,  weU 
stojked  with  pike,  perch,  rudd.  and  eels  of  great  size 
tmcient  boatmen  and  boats  ;  aU  bait  found.  Also  good 
sea  ashing.  Fishing  from  the  banks  of  the  Ley  during 
6       iu  to  meet  trains  at  DartmoatlC 


Just  published.    Price  10s.  6d.  net. 

AUTUMNS  IN  ARGYLESHIRE 
WITH  ROD  AND  GUN. 

BY  THE 

HON.  A.  E.  GATHORNE-HARDY. 

WITH   8  PHOTOGRAVURE  ILLUSTRATIONS   PROM  ORIGINAL 
DRAWINGS  BY  ARCHIBALD  THORBURN. 


Cheapest  and  Best  FiSHiNaiN  Great  Britain. 
Bassenthwaite  Lake,  Gomberland. 

SWAN  HOTEL, 

(Four  Miles  from  Keswick.) 

The  above  Lake  abounds  with  Sabnon,  Trout,  Pike, 
Perch,  Eels,  Ac.  Daily  permits.  Is.;  weekly,  2a.  6d.  ; 
monthly.  5s. ;  season,  10s.  These  permits  include 
fishing  in  all  the  streams  in  the  neighbourhood,  alao 
Derwentwater  Lake,  three  miles  distant.  The  Hotel 
has  been  rebuilt  and  entirely  refurni-hed,  and  is  six 
minutes'  walk  from  the  Lake.  Nearest  station,  Braith- 
waite.   Traps  meet  trains  by  appointment. 


LONGMANS,  GEEEN,  &  CO..  Loudon,  New  York,  and  Bombay. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES  FOR  THE  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  " 

CAN  EB  HAD  AT  THE 

PUBLISHING    OFFICE,     BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.G. 
Price  2s.  6d.       Post  Free  2s.  9d. 


RIVER  THAMES. 

FERRY  HOTEL,  BOURNE  END. 

First-class  accommodation  for 
SFOKTSMEN,  ANOI.ESS,  and  others. 

Close  to  station  and  river. 
Smoking,  Dining,  and  DsAwiita  Rooms. 
Boarding  terms  on  application  to 

E.  J.  CLEAVE,  Proprietor. 

LINCOLNSHIRE. 

THE  BELL,  ST.  JAMES  DEEPING. 

'X'HIS  snug  Hostelrie  is  on  the  bank  of 
the  Welland,  the  best  stocked  and 
least  fished  river  in  England  ;  an  ideal 
spot  for  Angler,  Artist,  Antiquarian,  and 
Fly  Fisher.    Terms  moderjite. 

HARET  HILDTAED. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING, 

THREE  MILES, 

HOLYWELL   FERRY,  HUNTS., 

Nearest  Station.  St.  Ives. 

Comfortable  Qxiarters.     Every  Requisite. 
Reaso7iable  Charges.    Wire  or  Write — 
A.  SCARD. 


First-class 

ROD  MAKER 

U«ed   to    Brazed  Woi-lt. 


Apply  43,  Johnson  St.,  Page  St.,  West- 
minster.  S.W. 
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berries,  but  from  idleness  I  did  not  take  off  the 
extra  shot.  However,  I  let  the  float  go  down, 
lifting  it  at  intervals,  like  dead  gorging  for  pike. 
"When  it  got  about  20yds.  a  roach  took  the  bait, 
and  as  long  as  the  blackberries  lasted  I  kept 
catching  them.  They  were  the  best  lot  I  ever 
got  in  that  neighbourhood.  Now,  as  the  bottom 
was  pretty  even,  there  was  no  occasion  for  the 
sunk  float,  and  in  fishing  there  afterwards  I  used 
it  on  the  surface,  and  I  only  mention  this  as  a 
proof  that  roach  may  be  taken  in  a  quick  swim 
with  it.  I  found  that  roach  would  not  take 
blackberries  in  dead  water;  a  fast  stream  or 
rapid  eddy  below  a  weir  were  the  proper  places 
for  them. 

A  few  words  about  tench  before  I  conclude.  I 
have  always  fancied  myself  as  a  tench  fisher,  but 
the  other  day  I  was  invited  to  accompany  a  friend 
to  a,  noted  tench  pond.  I  tackled  out  with 
Nottingham  dace  rod,  line,  very  fine  gut,  and 
dace  hook;  bait,  two  cockspurs.  My  friend 
regarded  my  gear  contemptuously.  "  You  won't 
get  a  tench  with  that  tackle  and  bait."  He  then 
showed  me  his  geai' — the  hook  immense,  the  size 
our  forefathers  used  when  ledgering  for  barbel, 
the  worm  a  huge  unsecured  knotted  lob  hooked 
nearly  in  the  middle  with  the  two  ends  hanging 
down  2in.  on  each  side. 

"  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  you  are  going  to  get 
a  smell  even  from  anything  with  such  a  bait 
and  hook  as  that  in  a  blazing  sun  and  bright 
water  ?  " 

"  Tou  will  see,"  he  calmly  replied.  And  I  did 
see,  and  was  astonished.  At  the  end  of  the  first 
half  hour  he  had  caught  three  tench,  the  best  31b., 
and  three  fair  perch.  I  quickly  put  on  a  barbel 
tackle,  big  hook,  and  big  lobworm,  and  caught 
them  as  well  as  he  did ;  and  I  hereby  give  notice 
that  for  the  future  I  shall  not  set  myself  up  as  an 
authority  on  tench  fishing.    Edwin  Gosling. 


AN  APOLOGY  FOR  THE  KEEPER. 


We  often  hear  loud  complaints  by  the  public 
about  the  insolence  of  gamekeepers.  The  injured 
parties  are  mostly  inoff ending  tourists  or  simple 
anglers.  From  the  accounts  they  give  of  the 
language  and  treatment  they  meet  with  at  the 
hands  of  the  keeper  or  watcher  one  would 
naturally  conclude  that  they  were  a  perfect  terror 
"  to  them  that  do  well."  So,  "  give  a  dog  a  bad 
name  " — you  know  the  rest  of  it. 

When  I  was  a  very  little  chap  I  spent  the 
summer  at  a  country  farmhouse,  where  were  kept 
three  dogs.  I  used  to  go  rabbiting  with  them. 
To  prevent  me  wandering  too  far  afield  the 
farmer  told  me  horrible  tales  of  the  pains  and 
penalties  that  surely  awaited  me  if  I  were  caught 
by  the  gamekeeper,  whom  he  called  Mr.  Gripim- 
fast.  I  hunted  daily  in  terror  lest  that  awful 
plersonage  should  spring  up  from  the  whins  and 
seize  me  as  my  dogs  did  the  poor  rabbits,  until 
one  day  I  got  a  closer  view  of  him.  He,  the 
awful  Gripimfast,  was  sitting  in  the  kitchen  hob- 
nobbing with  the  farmer  and  drinking  drams. 
After  that  I  found  he  was  the  most  delightful 
.  gentleman  I  had  ever  seen,  and  we  became  the 
closest  of  friends. 

Gamekeepers  are  but  human,  and  as  a  class 
they  are  among  the  most  tried  and  tempted  of 
men.  The  keeper  whose  lot  has  fallen  to  him 
far  from  the  haunts  of  tourists  and  poachers  has 
undoubtedly  the  best  of  it,  but  such  lots  are 
becoming  rare,  as  railways  and  tourists  increase. 
Generally  the  poor  keeper  has  a  hard  life  of  it. 
He  has  not  only  to  preserve  his  master's  game 
from  the  ravages  of  the  professional  poacher  by 
night,  but  to  keep  it  undisturbed  at  all  times  by 
the  presence  of  man  and  dog.  He  has  to  work 
double  tides,  in  fact.  Can  we  wonder,  then,  that 
a  conscientious,  hard-working  keeper,  feeling  the 
weight  of  his  responsibility,  and  clothed  with  so 
much  authority,  should  at  times  forget  his  usual 
courtesy  and  "  let  out  "  on  noisy  trespassers,  who 
sometimes  heap  insolence  and  reproaches  upon 
him  and  his  master  ? 

We  all  know  the  man  who  carries  a  very  large 
flask  with  him,  and  who  boasts  that  he  never  yet 
came  across  the  keeper  whom  he  couldn't  "  come 
over."  I  don't  believe  that  man.  I  know  too 
many  keepers  who  would  hold  such  a  bribe  in  the 
contempt  it  deserves,  and  I  have  a  poor  opinion 
of  the  man  who  would  seek  to  corrupt  an  honest 
servant  by  any  such  means. 


To  illustrate,  in  a  way,  the  difficulties  in  which 
a  keeper  may  find  himself  at  times  between  duty 
and  inclination,  I  may  relate  two  experiences  I 
had  one  summer  when  living  at  Strathpeffer. 

I  do  not  for  one  moment  defend  the  part  I 
played  in  the  incidents.  I  think  I  was  guilty 
3oth  of  poaching  and  impertinence,  but  it  was  "  in 
the  days  when  we  were  at  the  school,  a  long  time 
ago,"  when  the  famous  "Strath"  was  in  its 
infancy  and  fishing  rights  not  so  well  defined 
as  now. 

My  constant  companion  in  my  fishing  excur- 
sions was  the  son  of  the  hotel  keeper  with  whom  I 
lodged — a  lad  named  Fraser.  Fraser,  no  doubt,  had 
every  opportunity  of  getting  acquainted  with  the 
keepers  far  and  near  during  the  solitary  winter, 
when  shooters,  fishers,  and  tourists  were  away, 
and  the  long  evenings  were  spent  in  the  cosy  bar 
known  as  "  Fraser's." 

On  one  occasion  we  drove  to  Kinlochluichart, 
the  property  and  residence  of  Lady  Ashburton, 
a  good  many  miles  from  the  "  Strath,"  to  fish 
a  small  river,  I  suppose  the  Luichart.  We 
reached  the  lodge  at  the  entrance  of  the 
approach,  opened  the  gate,  and,  if  you  please, 
drove  up  as  if  we  owned  the  place.  A  mile  or  so 
up  this  approach  we  ai-rived  at  a  cottage,  which 
we  afterwards  found  was  the  gamekeeper's. 

At  some  distance  off  we  saw  a  man  leave  the 
cottage  and  disappear  behind  a  peat  stack. 

We  knocked  at  the  door,  and  were  received  by 
a  kindly  Highland  housewife,  who  put  up  our 
horse,  and  invited  us  "  inby "  to  have  some 
refreshment  before  going  up  the  river. 

After  a  weary  tramp,  or  rather  wade,  of  three 
miles  or  so  over  a  most  abominable  moss,  full  of 
water  holes  and  bogs,  we  fished.  The  trout  were 
small  and  ill-fed,  but  we  got  a  good  lot.  By 
afternoon  we  had  reached  our  starting  point — 
the  keeper's  cottage.  As  we  approached  we  saw 
a  man  slink  out  of  the  cottage  and  disappear 
behind  the  peat  stack. 

A  splendid  tea  was  prepared  for  us  by  our 
hostess,  who  was  kindness  itself,  and  the  horse 
was  yoked  for  our  departure. 

As  we  were  bidding  the  good  lady  an  almost 
affectionate  farewell,  she  said :  "  I  would  like  to 
ask  a  particular  favour  of  you  before  you  go." 

"  WeU,"  I  said,  "  after  all  your  great  kindness 
to  us  I  don't  think  you  could  ask  anything  we 
wouldn't  be  delighted  to  do  for  you." 

"Weel,"  she  said,  "it  was  just  this,  that  ye 
wid  promise  niver  to  come  back  again ! "  Then 
she  explained.  "  Te  see,  my  man's  the  keeper, 
and  he  has  a  gey  guid  place  here,  and  there's 
may  be  some  fowk  wad  like  to  get  it.  Noo,  if 
ony  o'  the  neighbours  war  to  see  fowk  fishin'  an' 
nae  pitten  off  they  wid  begin  to  speak,  and  her 
ladyship  micht  get  word  o't,  and  that  widna  be 
guid  for  my  man." 

Needless  to  say  we  gave  the  required  promise 
with  much  cordiality,  and  came  away. 

When  a  long  way  down  the  approach  I  looked 
back  and  saw  a  man  come  out  from  behind  the 
peat  stack  and  go  into  the  cottage. 

My  next  experience,  though  illustrating  the 
same  feeling  of  goodwill  on  the  part  of  a  keeper 
under  difficulties,  was  not  so  pleasant. 

I  had  read  of  great  pike  being  caught  in  the 
still  reach  of  the  Blackwater,  above  the  falls  of 
Rogie,  and  I  wanted  to  have  a  shy  at  them.  I 
took  my  salmon  rod  with  me — the  spinner  and 
MaUoch  reel  not  having  been  invented.  Fraser 
and  I  walked  to  the  falls.  I  began  by  fishing 
with  worm  for  small  trout  to  use  as  bait 
for  the  mighty  pike  I  intended  to  catch. 
However,  I  couldn't  get  any  small  enough. 
They  all  came  big.  Nor  was  this  a  solitary 
experience.  The  same  year  I  was  fishing  in  the 
little  Peffery  for  pike-bait  and  killed  a  21b.  trout, 
about  the  biggest  trout  ever  caught  in  that 
stream.  Another  time  I  was  fishing  for  pike-bait 
in  the  Ythan  and  had  three  dozen  fine  big  trout 
before  I  could  get  even  one  or  two  small  enough 
for  spinning.  So  much  for  the  contrariety  of 
things ! 

It  ended  by  my  putting  on  a  large  phantom. 
I  had  no  luck  in  the  dead  water,  and  resolved  to 
walk  up  the  river  to  Loch  Garve,  out  of  which  it 
flows.  I  cast  my  minnow  out  as  I  went  and 
trolled.  To  my  surprise  a  salmon  went  for  it, 
and  I  landed  it  (somewhere  about  81b.),  putting 
it  under  the  heather  until  I  should  return.  Shortly 
afterwards  I  got  two  pike  in  a  back  water  in  the 
river,  but  absolutely  nothing  in  the  loch.    So  we 


returned  to  the  falls  from  where  we  started. 
Rain  then  began  to  fall  in  torrents.  We  took 
refuge  under  a  thick  tree  overhanging  a  deep, 
still  pool.  I  cast  my  phantom,  and  it  was  taken 
by  a  31b.  trout,  which,  under  the  combined 
influence  of  a  salmon  rod,  gimp,  and  a  salmon 
minnow,  was  very  soon  disposed  of. 

As  a  striking  proof  of  my  modesty  of  achieve- 
ment I  may  mention  that  in  arranging  my  fish  in 
my  basket  I  put  the  salmon  at  the  bottom  and 
then  filled  up  with  pike  and  trout!  I  really 
forget  what  Fraser  caught  that  day — of  fish,  I 
mean.  The  rain  continuing,  we  resolved  to 
bundle  up  and  make  for  home. 

All  that  afternoon  we  had  heard  shooting  going 
on  at  no  great  distance,  but  we  took  no  heed. 
Now,  as  we  made  for  the  pathway  that  leads 
across  the  hill  to  Strathpeffer  we  cut  in  right  in 
front  of  the  shooting  party.  It  was  made  up  of  two 
insignificant-looking  little  gentlemen,  so  prettily 
dressed,  a  head  keeper,  two  under  keepers,  a  pony 
with  panniers,  &c.  We  went  on  ahead,  but  were 
presently  overtaken  by  the  head  keeper  —  a 
splendid  specimen  of  genus  homo.  He  addressed 
himself  exclusively  to  me,  ignoring  my  com- 
panion. 

"May  I  ask,  sir,  whether  you  have  written 
permission  to  fish  these  waters  ?  " 

"No,"  I  said,  "I  am  sorry  I  have  not.  Mr. 
Fraser,  the  hotel-keeper,  with  whom  I  am  staying, 
told  me  that  the  water  above  the  falls  was  not 
preserved." 

"  You  are  perfectly  wrong,  sir,  the  water  above 
the  falls  is  as  strictly  preserved  as  the  water 
below  the  falls." 

Then  with  ever-rising  wrath  he  continued,  "! 
would  not  have  minded  so  much  your  coming 
here  to  fish  for  trout,  but  to  dare  to  come  with 
a  salmon  rod  cannot  be  allowed  to  pass." 

"Wait,"  I  said,  "  I  can  easily  explain  the  rod. 
I  came  to  fish  for  pike,  and  I  always  use  my 
salmon  rod  when  fishing  for  pike." 

Then  there  arose  from  behind  my  back  the 
shrill,  peekie,  piping  voice  of  one  of  the  little 
whipper-snapper  gentlemen  :  "  He's  got  a  salmon 
fly  in  his  hat !  " 

I  turned  round  on  the  speaker  and  said,  "  I  can 
easily  explain  that,  too.  My  hat  is  never  without 
a  salmon  fly !  " 

The  keeper  then  produced  his  note-book  and 
took  my  name,  and  all  the  rest  of  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  instant  prosecution. 

All  was  going  on  well,  so  far.  I  knew  it 
mattered  not  whether  my  rod  were  16ft.  or  60ft. 
long,  so  far  as  proving  an  offence  against  me  for 
salmon  fishing  was  concerned,  but  when  the  giant 
keeper  suddenly  asked  me,  "What  have  you 
caught,  sir  P  "  it  was  very  near  a  squeaker  for  me. 
But  I  was  equal  to  the  occasion.  I  hoisted  round 
my  big  basket  with  apparent  eagerness  to  show 
off  its  contents.  "  Oh,"  I  said,  "  I  have  a  good 
basket.  I  have  got  two  splendid  pike,  a  lot  of 
good  trout,  one  a  very  fine  one."  My  modesty, 
you  see,  was  once  more  conspicuous — I  did  not 
mention  the  salmon !  The  keeper,  however, 
never  suspecting,  or  perhaps  not  wishing  to 
suspect,  the  presence  of  such  damning  evidence, 
did  not  look  into  my  basket. 

The  whole  party  then  passed  on  in  front  of  us 
along  the  narrow  footpath,  and  I  thought  I  had 
seen  the  last  of  them. 

But  better  was  to  follow.  The  keeper,  taking 
advantage  of  a  sudden  bend  of  the  pathway 
among  trees,  turned  back  on  us.  He  addressed 
himself  to  my  companion  now,  not  to  me,  and  in 

great  anger  said,  "  Fraser,  why  the  d  did  you 

not  keep  out  of  the  way  of  the  guns  ?  Didn't 
you  hear  us  shooting  round  you  the  whole  day  ? 
Didn't  you  know  that  we  were  shooting  home,  and 
coming  straight  for  you,  and  yet  you  would  walk 
right  into  us  ?  "  And  so  he  gave  young  Fraser  a 
very  severe  lecture.  Then  he  turned  to  me,  and 
in  quite  another  tone  apologised  for  the  way  in 
which  he  was  obliged  to  speak  to  me  in  the 
presence  of  his  masters,  which  apology,  I  need 
not  say,  was  accepted  in  the  most  generous  spirit 
possible. 

The  giant  shook  hands  with  us  both,  and  his 
parting  words  were  words  of  earnest  warning, 
words  which,  if  ever  I  should  happen  to  revisit 
the  spot  fortified  by  no  better  credentials  than 
then,  I  shall  surely  not  fail  to  remember.  They 
were  these,  "  Whenever  you  come  back  to  fish 
here  again  be  sure  and  keep  out  of  the  way  of 
the  guns  ! "  Andrew  MurraYv  • 
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ON  THE  NIPIGON. 


The  railroads  centreing  in  London  have  added 
many  new  and  attractive  fishing  resorts  to  the 
angling  societies  of  the  metropolis,  as  well  as 
individual  fishermen.  I  propose  to  add  one  more 
to  your  list,  and  one  that  they  do  not  reach,  yet 
one  where  there  is  grand  fishing  and  great  sport 
with  the  speckled  beauty  {Salvelinus  fontinalis), 
the  genuine  brook  trout,  and  in  a  habitat  where  he 
grows  to  full  size,  beauty,  activity,  and  strength. 

Take  any  map  of  North  America,  and  find  the 
great  lakes  upon  it,  and  then  find  Lake  Superior, 
the  most  northern  and  western,  and  run  your 
finger  along  the  north  shore  until  you  pass  the 
middle  point,  where  you  will  find  a  fine  thread- 
like line  running  due  north,  connecting  a  smaller 
lake  with  Lake  Superior. 

The  connection  between  these  two  bodies  of 
water  is  Nipigon  river,  and  finds  its  head  in  the 
lake  of  that  name,  and  carries  away  the  overflow 
from  it  and  empties  into  Lake  Superior. 
_  The  river  in  width  is  about  the  size  of  your 
river  Thames,  and  is  forty  miles  in  length,  and  in 
depth  varies  from  twenty  to  seventy-five  feet. 

The  distance  from  Quebec  to  Nipigon  Station, 
on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  is  1100  miles, 
and  the  cost  of  going  there  must  be  learned  from 
.  a  railroad  official,  because  I  do  not  know. 

The  town  of  Nipigon,  as  you  will  pre-suppose, 
wiU  not  be  very  large.  I  think  it  consists  of  less 
than  a  dozen  houses.  There  is  one  small  hotel 
with  a  bar  attachment,  the  post-office,  two  stores 
(one  of  them  being  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's 
store),  and  several  dwellings  and  the  station  or 
depot  house.  The  postmaster  is  WiUiam 
McKirdy,  who  is  also  the  storekeeper,  the 
organiser  of  the  Indian  guides,  and  the  fish 
warden  of  that  district.  From  him  you  get  your 
licence  to  fish  that  stream,  and  which  costs 
$5  in  American  money,  or  £1  in  English,  for  each 
angler,  and  is  good  for  the  season,  or  as  long  as 
you  stay,  and  not  transferable. 

The  hotel  is  small,  but  is  clean  and  neat  for  the 
location  it  has  in  the  wilderness;  the  beds  are 
free  from  vermin,  and  afford  comfort  and  rest. 
The  meals  are  well  cooked,  with  beef,  mutton, 
and  venison,  as  well  as  ham  and  bacon,  and  a 
varied  assortment  of  vegetables  in  great  abund 
ance,  with  whatever  fish  you  bring  in. 

The  river  is  forty  miles  long,  and  after  you 
leave  the  railroad  station  there  is  not  a  house  on 
the  entire  river,  so  it  becomes  necessary  to  provide 
everything  before  you  start. 

You  will  need  one  canoe  for  every  two  men, 
which  is  controlled  by  two  Indians,  one  in  the 
bow  and  the  other  in  the  stern,  while  you  keep 
the  middle  of  the  boat.  These  canoes  are  16ft. 
long,  and  in  the  middle  have  a  beam  of  4ft.  Into 
this  you  pile  your  goods,  provisions,  and  tackle, 
and  fish  from  the  sides  while  the  Indians  do  the 
work.  You  can  get  tents  of  a  size  to  accommo- 
date the  size  of  your  party,  as  well  as  tents  for 
your  Indians.  They  do  the  cooking,  the  building 
of  the  tents,  cutting  wood,  carrying  water,  build- 
ing fires ;  in  fact,  everything  except  the  fishing 
and  eating. 

The  cost  per  day  of  the  head  guide,  who  takes 
charge  of  the  expedition  and  is  responsible,  is 
^2  50c.,  or  10s.  per  day.  The  others  cost  6s.  per 
day  each,  and  right  well  do  they  earn  all  you  pay 
them;  yet  you  would  not  make  the  attempt  to 
ascend  the  river  without  them,  nor  spoil  a 
pleasure  trip  by  doing  the  hard  work  yourself, 
even  though  you  feel  you  would  be  the  better  of 
the  exercise.  Hire  the  Indians,  and  make  them 
do  the  work,  and  you  boss  the  job,  and  you  will 
find  your  hands  full.  Above  all  things,  don't  give 
your  Indians  any  liquor,  under  any  circumstances, 
nor  allow  any  to  remain  where  they  can  get  it, 
or  you  may  have  cause  to  regret  it. 

Your  food  can  be  selected  at  the  store,  and 
such  things  as  you  feel  you  might  wish  can  be 
taken  along;  but  the  food  for  the  Indians  will  be 
selected  by  the  warden,  who  gives  them  flour,  sides 
ot  bacon,  and  baking  powder,  and  from  these 
articles  they  make  what  fishermen  on  that  river 
call  "kill  dog,"  because  if  taken  into  a  white 
man  8  stomach  he  will  never  get  rid  of  it,  while  it 
will  kill  a  dog. 

What  you  take  depends  upon  the  size  of  your 
party,  and  the  length  of  time  you  intend  to 
remain  on  the  river.  It  takes  a  week  to  make 
the  shortest  trip  up  to  Yirgin  Falls,  and  return ; 


and  you  had  better  stay  two,  or  even  three  weeks, 
and  enjoy  your  trip,  than  only  stay  a  week  and 
only  get  a  taste  of  the  untold  joys  of  the 
fishing. 

My  party  embarked  with  four  canoes,  and  as 
we  were  placed  by  the  chief,  my  position  was 
assigned  to  a  new  canoe,  with  a  gentleman  who 
weighed  2001b.,  and  he  was  put  in  the  after  half 
of  the  canoe,  while  I,  with  my  1701b.,  was  placed 
m  the  bow  half,  and  off  we  started,  as  merry  as 
a  lot  of  boys  let  loose  from  school. 

There  are  a  number  of  widenings  in  the  river, 
and  these  are  called  lakes.  The  first  one  after 
leaving,  I  think,  is  called  Helen's  Lake.  At  any 
rate,  when  we  were  about  half-way  over— and  my 
recollection  is  that  it  is  about  three  miles  over— 
our  crew  set  up  a  jabbering,  and  got  to  yelling 
to  the  other  boats,  and  ended  by  gesticulation  to 
Indians  on  the  far  side  of  the  lake,  and  began 
paddling  as  fast  as  they  could,  and  ran  ashore. 

I  could  not  understand  the  meaning  of  this  sort 
of  capers,  and  imagined  a  scalp  dance  with  my 
hair  as  the  trophy,  and  my  bones  bleaching  in  the 
ashes  of  the  funeral  pyle.  All  sorts  of  ideas  of 
escape  flashed  through  my  mind  as  to  what  I 
would  do,  and  while  the  Indians  were  saying  and 
repeating  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  "  Cow,  win  " 
they  landed  and  pulled  the  canoe  ashore,  asked 
us  to  get  out,  and  then  quickly  put  ashore  all  our 
traps. 

As  no  hostile  demonstration  was  made  towards 
us  we  held  our  ground  and  watched  the  antics 
and  motions  of  the  bucks  and  squaws  around  us 
A  fire  was  built,  and  the  canoe  turned  upside 
down,  and  they  began  to  pitch  the  bottom  of  the 
canoe  to  stop  the  leaks.  This  ended  the  hostility, 
and  when  completed  our  goods  were  replaced, 
and  we  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Alexandria  Falls 
where  we  camped  for  the  night. 

While  the  Indians  were  busy  making  the 
portage,  and  getting  the  boats,  tents,  and  provi 
sions,  we  walked  overland  about  300yds.,  and 
rigged  up  our  lines,  and  got  into  a  canoe,  and 
were  taken  up  a  small  creek  about  75yds.  and 
landed  again.  At  this  point  we  began  to  fish. 
It  was  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  and  I  cast  a 
small  fly  into  a  pool  under  a  tree,  and  was 
rewarded  with  a  lOin.  trout.  Encouraged  by  this, 
I  repeated  my  casts,  and  was  successful  in 
getting  a  half  dozen  of  about  the  same  size,  when 
my  companions  joined  me,  and  without  going 
300ft.  from  the  landing  we  killed  sufficient  lOin. 
and  12in.  trout  for  our  supper.  Over  them  we 
licked  our  chops  and  cleaned  every  bone,  and 
thought  of  other  anglers  that  we  wished  could 
have  been  with  us,  or  to  whom  we  could  have  sent 
a  mess  of  such  delicious  fish  for  their  meal. 

We  camped  at  the  second  portage  on  a  high 
hill  overlooking  Alexandria  Fall.    When  night 
drew  her  mantle  around  us  we  took  the  canoes 
and  fished  the  rapids  immediately  above  the 
falls,  and  fished  until  we  could  no  longer  see 
our  lines,  and  the  lines  of  the  shores  only 
faintly.    The  Indians  had  promised  us  some 
large  trout  at  this  point,  and  had  sneered  at 
the  small  fish  we  had  eaten  for  supper,  so  we 
all  went  out  with  great  expectations.  Letting 
out  a  good  long  line,  we  waited,  and  soon  I 
got  a  strike,  and  it  was  the  first  one  that  night, 
so  I  played  it  with  great  care  with  my  most 
scientific  skill,  and  kept  a  good  tight  line  on 
him,  slowly  reeling  up  my  line,  all  the  time 
feehng  every  throb  with  my  finger  upon  the 
Hne,  anticipating,  when  I  got  him  landed,  what  a 
fine  large  speckled  trout  I  would  have,  and  I 
would  crow  over  my  companions.    They  were 
anxious  that  I  should  land  the  fish,  and  the 
boats  came  together,  and  I  had  the  fish  close 
to  the  boat,  and,  as  he  splashed  and  darted,  the 
landing-net  was  slipped  under  him,  and  a  Hght 
was  flashed  upon  him,  and  I  had  killed  a  ivall- 
eyed  pike.    Then  a  howl  of  derision  and  scorn 
was  sent  up  by  my  other  companions  for  having 
come  2000  miles  to  catch  that  sort  of  fish,  when 
there  were  plenty  at  home.   Well,  I  was  beat,  I 
was  sore,  and  had  to  treat  the  entire  crowd.  My 
boat  partner,   Mr.   Salsbury,   got  the  second 
strike,  struck  his  fish,  and  I  thought  it  my  time 
to  get  back  at  him,  so  I  waited,  prepared  to  set 
up  a  yell  to  startle  him,  but,  to  my  astonishment, 
when  I  threw  his  fish  into  the  light  I  found  a 
41b.  speckled  brook  trout,  and  so  I  was  beaten 
again.     The  others  caught  quite  a  number  of 
smaller  trout,  and  then  the  fishing  ceased,  and  we 
went  home  to  rest,  to  dream  of  greater  conquests 


on  the  morrow,  and  of  prodigious  catches  of 
fish. 

I  must  say  our  night  was  one  of  rest  and 
comfort,  because  we  were  tired  and  exhausted 
over  the  labours  of  the  day — our  travels,  excite- 
ments, our  joys  as  well  as  our  disappointments, 
so  we  were  renewed  when  the  sun  arose.  Shortly 
after  sun  rise  we  were  up,  and,  as  breakfast  was 
ready,  we  partook  of  a  good  hearty  meal  of  fried 
trout  and  bacon,  with  a  tin  cup  of  hot  and  strong 
tea,  and  were  soon  ready  for  the  excitement  of 
the  day. 

We  had  been  told  that  about  one  half  mile 
beyond  where  we  had  camped,  if  we  would  turn 
due  west  and  walk  about  a  mile  through  the 
underbrush,  we  would  come  to  a  small  stream  that 
was  full  of  trout,  so  we  determined  that  this 
identical  stream  should  be  visited.    So,  under  the 
escort  and  guidance  of  the  youngest  Indian,  we 
set  out  for  that  stream,  and  found  it,  too.  The 
banks  were  solid  with  brush,  which  was  so  thick 
that  we  could  not  force  our  way  through,  but  had 
to  wander  up  and  down  until  we  could  discover  a 
broken  place  in  the  undergrowth,  which  we  did 
finally,  and  then  to  fish  the  stream  we  had  to  get 
into  the  water.    One  of  my  friends,  Mr.  Fitz- 
simmons,  a  man  of  2101b.,  found  his  way  up- 
stream, and  when  I  found  him,  three  hours  later, 
he  was  seated  under  a  large  tree  upon  the  bank 
with  a  large  pool  in  front  of  him,  surrounded  by 
a  billion  of  mosquitoes,  some  of  which  he  had 
killed  with  the  fumes  of  tobacco.    If  there  is  one 
place  on  God's  foot-stool  where  a  man  is  justified 
in  smoking  cigarettes,  I  think,  under  that  tree  and 
under  the  same  circumstances,  that  is  the  place. 
I  worked  my  way  to  him,  to  find  what  his  catch 
was,  and  he  showed  me  some  ten  or  dozen  trout, 
weighing  from  IJlb.,  21b.,  2ilb.,  and  31b.  each,  the 
smaller  fish  having  been  thrown  back  into  the 
water.    Downstream  I  could  hear  yells,  whoops, 
and  hollo's,  and  I  started  down  there  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  this  merriment,  and  foimd  Salsbury 
up  to  his  knees  in  the  water,  with  trout  all  around 
him — trout  in  his  creel,  trout  on  a  string,  trout  on 
his  hook,  and  the  Indian  with  his  hat  full,  and 
this  was  the  cause  of  his  trouble.    Up  to  this 
time  I  had  not  been  very  successful  myself, 
having  only  taken  some  half  dozen,  ranging 
in  weight  from  lib.  to  31b.  each,  so  to  relieve 
Salsbury    and    not   allow   him    to    be  eaten 
alive,  I  turned  in  to  catch  trout.    Higging  up  my 
line  and  hook  with  the  gullet  and  eye  of  a  small 
fish,  I  made  one  cast  into  the  pool  below,  and  was 
rewarded  immediately  with  a  strike,   and  not 
caring  to  have  more  trout  than  we  could  use,  I 
amused  myself  by  putting  that  trout  from  one 
side  of  the  creek  to  the  other,  until  he  got  tired 
and  let  go  or  took  ofE  my  bait.    At  times  I  would 
gfet  a  good  hearty  pull,  showing  I  had  a  good 
large  fish  at  my  line,  when  I  would  give  it  proper 
attention  and  land  him.    Should  he  prove  to  be 
small,  I  would  replace  him  (uninjured)  in  the 
creek  again,  to  grow  until  I  go  again.    This  we 
kept  up  until  noon,  when  the  gunshots,  the  yeUs, 
and  the  noise  in  camp  reminded  us  that  we  were 
starving^  to  death,  and,  gathering  up  the  crowd 
and  sorting  our  fish,  we  went  into  camp  with  as 
many  trout  as  one  man  could  carry  upon  his 
back.    Then  the  feast  began.   AU  the  afternoon 
the  Indians  cleaned  and  prepared  those  fish,  and 
when  supper  came  we  almost  equalled  the  Indians 
in  eating  them.    Then  we  had  enough  fish  to  keep 
us  in  meat  for  three  days,  and  when  the  catch  of 
trout  in  the  large  waters  was  scarce  we  were  jolly 
glad  to  get  the  fish  caught  in  the  little  brook. 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  U.S.A.       John  W.  Hague. 
{To  be  continued.) 


A  REAL,  live,  friaky  bull,"  siys  "Halcyon,"  in  the 
Leeds  Mercury  Supplement,  "  is  not  a  pleasant  animal  to 
encounter,  even  when  there  is  plenty  of  space,  or  a  tree 
that  you  can  ascend  ;  but  when  you  are  hemmed  in  by  a 
row  of  willowg,  a  high  bank,  and  a  deep  river,  the  position 
becomes  serious,  as  two  members  of  the  society  with  a 
long  name  found  to  their  cost  one  day  last  week.  They 
were  fishing  on  the  Derwent,  near  Wressle,  and,  hearing 
the  roar  of  a  bull  unpleasantly  near,  they  looked  round, 
and  beheld,  to  their  great  alarm,  the  animal  coming 
towards  them  at  top  speed,  varying  the  performance  by 
tossing  the  turf  in  the  air  with  bia  horns,  just  to  give  them 
a  specimen  of  what  was  in  store  for  them.  There  was  no 
escape  for  them  excepting  to  get  below  the  bank,  which 
was  high  at  that  point ;  unfortunately  it  was  also  under- 
mined, and  the  two  unfortunate  anglers  were  precipitated 
into  the  water  below,  where,  up  to  their  armpits,  they  had 
to  remain  until  some  one  came  to  their  rescue  and  drove 
the  bull  away." 

[»] 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


 River  Reporters  who  want  forms  tmd  envelopes 

should  senci  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishins 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Timo  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ("55  mln.  for  Kew. 

«jjJ40  ,,     „   Putney.  4,1,1 3       n     n  Richmond. 

*""145   „     ,,  Hammersmith,  ■^'^"IsO   „     „  Twickenham. 
(50   „     „  Barnes.  K.85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

ExAMPLS  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
•nd  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hibh  Watbe  at  London  Ban>&B. 

UorniDg.  ^renlnr. 

Saturday,     Sept.  20    4.3S    4.54 

Sunday,          ,,  30    5.10    5  29 

M»nday,       Oct.  1    5.52    (;.16 

Tuesday,        „  2    6.43    7.15 

Wednesday,     ,,  3    7,37    8.34 

Thursday,       „  4    n.li)    10.  3 

Friday,           ,,  -T    10.42    11.17 

HlSH  WATEK  AT  AKBEBLET  AND  FiniiBOKOUaH. 

Homing.  Evenlnff. 

Saturday,    Sept.    29    5.1.S    5.34 

Snnday,         „      M    5. -50    c  9 

Monday,       Oct.       1    (;.22    6.-5« 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pnlborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton). — The  water  is  still  very  clear,  and 
there  is  no  prospect  of  any  improvement  as  regards  sport 
until  such  time  as  we  have  a  good  week's  rain.  I  have 
heard  of  no  cn^  taking  fish  of  any  kind  during  the  past 
week. — Cec  il  Howlett. 

  (Rrichmond). — The  Waterman's  Arms,  Water- 
lane. — We  had  a  very  good  week's  angling  until  Saturday. 
Frank  Brown,  out  four  days  with  some  gentlemen,  four- 
teen dozen  good  roaoh  and  dace,  nine  barbel,  three  bream 
(largest  birbal  4Jlb.)  ;  H.  Cann,  out  with  Mr.  Smart  and 
Fon,  151b.  of  roach  and  dace ;  another  day.  Smart  and 
Bedford,  also  a  good  take.  Job  Brain  and  H.  Mansell 
have  been  getting  fair  takes  of  fish  each  day  engaged. 
Tom  Mackinney  has  also  been  on  the  warpath,  I  think 
if  we  had  some  rain  the  fishing  would  ba  better  still. — H. 
Bayley. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Watsrbaach,  Cam.).— With 
new  mocn,  heavy  westerly  winds,  and  slight  showers,  and 
colder  dajs,  the  river  at  time  of  writing  is  much  improved 
for  all-rouad  angliog.  Decent  baskets  of  reach  had 
during  the  week  up  to  lib,  lOjz.  each.  Silver  bream 
plentiful,  general  weight  |lb.  each ;  with  a  good 
sprinkling  of  pike.  Dace  well  on  midday  with  the  fly. 
Eels,  with  lines  cut,  up  to  l|lb.  each.  Prospacts,  with 
suitable  weather,  good.  Free  water. — J.  0.  Geokge, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wrosham  District).— This  river  is 
in  very  fair  angling  order — of  moderate  height,  rathjr  clear, 
but  dark  in  colour.  Angling,  however,  is  rather  quiet, 
and  large  numbers  of  the  summer  visitors  have  departed. 
Yachting  is  now  practically  over,  and  after  some  good 
rains  we  may  expect  good  pike  and  roach  fishing — the 
former  in  the  broad,  the  Utter  in  the  river  ;  but  I  fear  all 
prospects  of  the  decidedly  poor  bream  angling  season  that 
it  has  been  endicg  up  with  a  good  finish,  as  at  one  time 
was  possible,  are  now  over.  These  fish  will  soon  be  going 
off  the  feed  even  more  than  they  have  been  all  along,  and 
little  will  be  done  with  them,  although  odd  fish  will  be 
caught  through  the  autumn  and  winter.  I  fancy  d£C3  will 
still  rise  to  fly  ia  suisable  waters,  and  hope  to  put  it  to  the 
test  shortly  during  the  warm  hours  of  the  day.  Some- 
times in  a  mild  autumn  they  will  lise,  during  sunshine, 
quite  late  iri  October.  Pike  fishing  will  soon  begin  in 
earnest,  as  the  weeds  are  now  dying  down,  and  frosty  airs 
at  night  and  early  morning  will  make  the  fish  hungry. 
Weather  still  very  bright  during  the  day,  and  river  needs 
a  refreshing  rain.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams. — With  a  provoking  persistence 
the  rain,  which  has  kept  off  for  the  last  six  weeks,  is  now 
falling,  just  as  the  season  closes  for  trout.  This  has  been 
the  worst  back-end  I  ever  remember.  Scarcely  a  single 
rod  has  b3en  on  the  rivers  for  a  month.  Earlier  in  the 
season  it  was  all  right,  but  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  has 
been  done  since  July.  Fishermen  are,  however,  looking 
to  salmon  and  peal  to  recompense  them,  and,  if  this  weather 
continues,  there  ought  to  be  sport  during  the  next  month. 
— Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Famingfham,  South  Daxenth,  &o.).— 

The  other  evening  I  scored  my  first  blank  for  months. 
Yet  this  need  not  discourage  the  trout  fisher  meaning  to 
take  his  chance  on  closing  day  (to-day).  The  fact  is,  it 
was  my  own  fault.  A  little  more  delicacy  and  accuracy  in 
casting  and  I  should  probably  have  landed  a  brace  of  lib. 
fish,  for  they  were  both  rising  fairly,  and  my  fly  (the 
Ginger  Hackle)  was  the  right  one ;  but  the  rises  were 
uncertain  and  the  fish  suspicious,  and  those  touched 
escaped.  The  only  comfort  I  could  have  was  that,  from 
the  eager  way  in  which  they  had  been  taking  the  natural 
fly,  they  were  probably  female  fish,  with  ova  developing, 
and  would,  therefore,  have  had  to  ba  returned.  The 
water  is  still  in  fair  order,  and  the  rain  early  this  week 
has  done  nothing  but  good. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Diatrict).— The  season  is  fizzling 
out  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner,  and  Monday  will  see  the 
last  of  an  almost  futile  month.  There  were  hopes  that 
Septembar  would  to  some  extent  retrieve  the  reputation 


lost  in  the  earlier  months,  but  sport  has  been  of  a  very 
tame  description,  Mr.  E,  Distin  was  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  a  nice  basket  of  fifteen  trout  on  Sept.  20,  which 
is  about  the  best  done  around  Totnes  for  some  time. 
After  a  few  hours'  fishing  with  no  luck  the  black  fly  and 
maggot  "  did  the  needful"  just  below  Staverton  Stickle. 
Mr.  G.  G.  Green  killed  a  couple  last  week,  and  on  Friday 
Mr.  H.  Full  had  a  small  peal. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.- Small  takes  of  trout  con- 
tinue to  be  made,  the  best  being  around  the  southern  border. 
Peal  are  killed  occasionally,  but  in  spite  of  the  recent 
showers^  sport  remains  very  dull.  Altogether,  the  season 
now  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close  has  been  an  unfortunate 
one,  Salmon  angling  has  been  a  failure,  and  the  other 
branches  do  not  fall  far  behind.  There  is  a  pretty  general 
feeling  in  some  districts  that  something  should  be  done  to 
cultivate  a  larger  species  of  trout.  A  correspondent  from 
the  moorland  streams  around  Ljdford  writes  on  the 
matter,  but  it  has  been  frequently  pointed  out  that  on 
these  fast-running  rivers  there  is  a  difficulty  in  increasing 
the  size  of  fish,  owing  to  the  increased  activity  necetsary. 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  many  of  the  Devon- 
shire streams  require  to  be  restocked,  the  scarcity  of  fish 
being  so  apparent.  Some  fair  sport  is  being  obtained 
around  Bridestowe  and  Tavistock. — Devonian. 

Dove  aTLd  Tribntariea.- We  have  had  some  hours 
of  rain  duriog  the  past  night  (Wednesday),  and  this  has 
improved  sport  prospects  much,  and  we  hope  to  have 
some  good  takes  to  report  in  our  next.  Our  last  report 
suffered  very  much  at  the  hands  of  either  the  priuter  or  the 
printer's  devil,  and  as  a  result  we  have  been  asked  where 
the  river  "  Don  "  is  in  this  neighbourhood  !  The  splendid 
dish  of  twelve  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  and  grayling, 
taken  on  the  Thursday,  reads  as  though  it  was  the  yield 
of  a  whole  week's  fishing  !  and  Foster's  Fancy,  which  fly 
the  Norbury  Iteeper  reported  as  having  been  doing  so  much 
execution,  is  describsd  as  "  Fisher's  Fancy."  This  fly  is 
rapidly  bscoming  the  "Fancy"  of  fishers  for  grayling, 
therefore,  for  a  random  shot,  this  might  have  b  sen  further 
off  the  mark;  but  as  the  "Don"  is  a  good  day's  march 
away,  why,  it  is  as  well  that  your  readers  should  li3 
informed  that  it  was  in  the  Dove,  and  not  in  the  "  Don." 
that  those  deeds  of  slaughter  were  done. — D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster. 

Dove  (Dovedale). — The  sport  on  the  Dove  and 
Manifold  during  the  last  ten  days  with  visitors  ttiying 
here  has  been  very  good,  Mr.  H.  S.  . Lewis  getting  fiah 
each  day,  one  day  getting  three  and  a  half  brace  from  the 
Manifold,  all  good  fish.  G.  F.  Eussel  Barker  brought  in 
a  brace  of  grayling  weighing  2ilb.  and  a  trout  lib.  3jz. 
from  the  same  river,  all  in  very  fine  c  indition.  Visitors 
staying  at  this  Hotel  have  the  exclusive  right  of  the  fishing 
in  this  river  from  its  junction  with  the  Dove  to  Ilans  Bridge. 
The  long  wished  for  rain  has  now  come  in  earnest,  and 
should  materially  improve  the  fishing  as  the  water  had  run 
very  low,  although  some  good  fish  had  been  creeled  by 
two  or  three  anglers.  Mr.  Russell  Barker,  in  addition  to 
the  fish  sent  in  my  last  week's  report,  getting  two  brace, 
weii[hing  31b.  2}z.,  including  a  grayling  weighing  lib. 
The  Hon.  O'Grady,  on  the  same  day,  got  two  brace  of 
grayling  weighing  2lb.  lOoz  ,  also  inclndinga  lib.  grayling. 
— Wm.  E\  ans  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel,  Dovedale). 

Esk  (Whitby).— Practically  nothing  has  been  done  on 
this  river  during  the  week  owing  to  the  low  condition  of 
the  water.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  have  only 
met  with  unremunerative  results.  At  the  time  of  writing 
rain  7s  falling  heavily,  so  that  the  prospects  for  the 
comiog  week  are  more  promising. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Cana.1  (Exeter).— Water  still  sickly  low, 
but  at  time  of  writing  rain  seems  imminent,  so  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a  livelier  period  is  about  to  commence  for  our 
long-suffering  and  sorely  tried  fraternity.  A  little  sport 
has  been  enjoyed  among  the  roach,  and  here  and  there 
"Mr.  Pike"  has  asserted  his  presence  by  Beizing  the 
hooked  quarry,  and  doggedly  contesting  with  the  handi- 
capped anglers  for  rights  of  ownership.  Given  a  push  of 
water  many  of  our  warriors  will  go  on  the  trail  of  Esor 
in  the  coming  week,  Ooj.  1  being  generally  looked  npjn 
as  opening  the  legitimate  season.  Perch  have  not  fed 
freely  lately,  in  many  cases  when  found  showing  a  tendency 
to  play  with  the  bait  rather  than  pouch.  The  advent  of  a 
little  colder  weather  and  heavier  water  will  no  doubt  cure 
this  bad  habit. — Red  Palmee. 

Feu  District  (Eonth  Iiiuos.  and  Camba.).— 
Angling  cwtioues  to  be  very  popular  on  the  Cambridge- 
shire side  of  the  district.  The  waters  about  Wisbech 
and  Sarfleet  are  well  patronised  by  visitors.  The  seekers 
after  roaoh  perhaps  find  the  best  return  for  their  efforts. 
Several  very  creditable  takes  are  recorded  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Outwell.  The  Middle  Level  Drain  and 
the  Middle  Drove  Drain  are  both  yielding  well.  Roach 
and  dace  fishing  is  the  favourite  sport  on  the  Welland 
about  Deeping.  From  the  Billiagboroagh  district  we  also 
hear  of  good  captures  among  perch.  There  is  not  much 
done  among  pike  so  far. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notta).  —  Very  little  is 
reported  from  sportsmen  in  the  Idle  district.  Somehow 
the  district  has  not  proved  very  attractive  this  season, 
and  anglers  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  fishing  these 
waters  go  a  bit  further  for  the  Anoholme  and  Trent. 
The  Fossdyke,  on  the  other  side  of  the  Trent,  also  on 
account  of  i*s  railway  accommodation,  has  its  attractions. 
Several  who  have  been  visiting  Saxilby  have  been  well  re- 
paid for  their  journey,  for  they  have  come  away  with  good 
baskets  of  roach,  some  reaching  lib.  each.  The  gross  weight 
of  fish  obtained  last  week  is  said  to  have  been  far  in  excess 
of  anything  previous.  Between  the  Chemical  Works  and 
the  Till  the  best  baskets  have  been  made,  and  some  good 
ones  have  also  been  made  at  Drieney  Nook.  Several  pike 
have  been  caught  at  Hardwick  Ferry.  The  barbel  fishing 
on  the  Trent  is  also  an  attraction.  At  Stoke  one  was  got 
weighing  71b.  lOoz.   Another  gentleman  secured  a  brace 


scaling  Dib.   Some  capital  baskets  of  roach  have  been 
made  on  the  Anoholme  at  Horkstow. — L. 

Kennet  and  Dunn,— A  fair  numbar  of  rods  hava 
been  on  these  waters  during  the  past  week,  considering 
it  is  the  last  seven  days  of  trout  fishing,  and  there  would 
have  been  more  had  the  weed  cutting  and  ploughing  the 
streams  not  have  been  commenced  on  Saturday  last,  but 
nothing  worth  recording  has  b3en  taken.  The  grayling 
season  commences  on  Monday,  and  the  weather  since 
Monday  last  has  been  very  promising,  efpacially  if  the  wind 
would  shift.  For  the  last  four  mornings  we  have  had  a 
very  sharp  frost,  and  from  ab^ut  10  a.m.  the  sun  has  been 
out  most  brilliantly,  and  there  are  pit  nty  of  grayling  to  be 
seen  rbing  from  midday,  couEequently  anglers  ought  to 
find  everything  they  require  in  these  waters.  I  have  this 
day  personally  inspected  what  the  lessees  have  done  with 
the  ploughing  at  Eddington,  and  it  certainly  does  them 
credit,  but  I  would  like  to  offer  a  suggestion  to  those 
concerned  in  these  rivers  that  wh^n  weed  cutting  is  about 
to  take  place  that  an  advertisement  be  inserted  either  in 
London  or  local  papers,  say  the  Saturday  before  they 
intend  to  commence  this  arduous  task,  as  it  would,  I  feel 
sure,  save  a  great  deal  of  unpleasantness  and  expense. — 
Gnome. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Suffolk).— Every  prospect  of 
rain  coming  again  to  help  the  angler.  Since  my  note  of 
last  week,  I  cannot  say  angling  in  any  of  our  East  Anglian 
waters  has  much  improved.  We  have  had  a  lot  of  wind, 
and  in  some  places  good  rains.  In  a  long  walk  I  had  on 
Sept.  23  I  saw  several  members  hard  at  it,  both  at  Flemp- 
ton,  Stowe,  Cherry  Lock,  Laokford,  on  to  Barton  Mills. 
Some  of  them  had  a  good  fish  or  two — not  many — and, 
although  shoals  of  big  fish  were  constantly  passing  and 
repassing,  nothing  could  tempt  them  to  stay.  The  fact  is, 
the  rotting  weeds_  are  full  of  animalcale,  Crustacea,  and 
larva  of  the  water  insects,  and  until  a  good  washing  out  of 
the  stream  is  done  there  will  be  no  good  fishing.  Two 
young  otters  were  killed  one  day  last  week  along  the 
river. — Raven. 

Lea  and  Tributarie?.— The  rain  on  Thursday  will 
prove  very  welcome,  as  the  rivers  required  freshening  up 
badly,  but  the  downpour  was  not  snffieently  heavy  to  put 
any  colour  in  the  stream.  Heavy  and  continuous  rains 
will  have  to  be  experienced  before  the  river  improves  in 
this  direction.  To  put  the  Lea  and  S  tort  in  order  three 
or  four  days'  good  rain  is  necessary.  With  the  Lea  gin- 
clear,  sport  coatinues  quiet;  but  here  and  there  nice- 
class  roach,  perch,  and  pike  have  been  caught,  roach 
up  to  and  over  lib.  being  landed  in  the  Enfield  Lock,  Rye 
House,  and  St.  Margaret's  district.  A  dace  of  9oz.  has 
baen  taken  at  Ware,  and  here  anglers  should  fish  the  deeps 
for  roach.  Heavy  bream  have  been  seen  at  Enfield  Lock 
and  Angel-road.  Some  of  the  bream  must  have  weighed 
51b.  The  best  time  for  roach  is  in  the  evening,  and  1 
would  recommend  white  paste  and  boiled  wheat,  the 
latter  especially  in  the  cuttings.  A  friend  tells 
me  that  early  in  the  week  he  saw  a  shoal  of 
barbel  in  the  Pike  and  Anchor  Fishery  at  Waltham 
Abbey,  one  of  the  fish  being  quite  71b.  During 
the  past  week,  in  spite  of  its  gin-clear  and  weedy 
condition,  some  anglers  have  met  with  nice  roach  and 
perch  in  the  Stort  at  Harlow.  The  Ash  and  Beane  dace 
have  not  been  in  a  feeding  humour,  but,  with  fresh  water 
in  those  streams,  there  should  soon  be  a  speedy  improve- 
ment in  sport. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ousa  (Brandon). — The  river  is  now  in  good 
condition,  although  low  and  clear.  The  weeds  have  been 
cut  from  Wilton  Bridge  to  Downham  (about  four  and  a 
half  miles,).  This  should  materially  enhance  the  prospects 
of  fishing.  Several  London  anglers  had  good  takes  on 
the  23rd.— I.  Rolph. 

ItXLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  low  and  clear,  and  rain  is  badly 
wanted  to  refresh  them.  Several  showers  have  been  had, 
but  it  made  no  difference  to  the  water,  and  a  fall  of 
t»;eaty-four  hours  is  required  to  make  any  alteration.  The 
cold  nights  and  bright  aays  have  been  suitable  for  grayling 
fishing,  and  the  fish  have  been  more  on  the  move  at  the 
fly.  Trout  are  very  quiet  and  the  season  is  over,  and  it 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  a  good  one,  as  the  baskets 
have  been  email  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water.  A  fair 
number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  very  nice  .gray- 
ling have  been  landed  with  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green 
Insect,  and  Silver  Twist.— Gwynne. 

ItTXgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kln^sland).— 
Rivers  are  still  very  low  and  clear.  The  weather  has 
become  less  settled — more  wind  and  clouds.  Grayling  are 
rising  much  more  freely.  I  saw  a  nice  basket— seven  or 
eight  brace — taken  to-day  with  Mid  Blue,  Blue  Gnat, 
Silver  Dun,  and  Red  Tag.  All  the  flies  mentioned  last 
week  are  still  good.  This  (Wednesday)  evening  glass  is 
falling,  and  wind  S.W.  ;  rain  threatens.  —  R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Peterboronsfh).— Circumstances  have  not  very 
much  altered  from  last  week,  as  we  have  had  only  a  little 
rain,  and  the  water  is  not  in  good  colour  for  angling. 
During  the  past  week,  again,  there  has  been  very  little 
sport  in  our  district  close  to  Peterborough,  but  higher  up 
the  river  sport  in  some  quarters  is  reported  as  having  been 
very  fair.  Mr.  Afford  (Northampton),  fishing  at  Onndle, 
secured  a  very  nice  tench,  weighing  nearly  31b.,  and  also 
had  some  capital  sport  amongst  the  bream,  three  of  those 
he  caught  scaling  14 lb.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednes- 
day evening)  the  weather  has  undergon  a  decided  change, « 
and  a  slight  rain  is  falling,  for  which  we  have  waited  so 
long.- E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— The  gentle  showers 
which  are  falling  at  the  time  of  writing  may  freshen  the 
streams,  but  whether  they  wiU  tend  to  maintain  the 
excellent  grayling  fishing  of  the  last  fortnight  remains 
to  be  seen.  The  fieh  have  risen  beautifully  on  the 
Uttoxeter  Club's  water  to  the  Pale  Autumn  Duns ;  and 
they  have  been  taken  with  a  Dotterel  Spider  fished  sunk. 
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and  an  00  Yellow  Qoill  fiahed  dry.  With  this  latter 
pattern  I  made  a  bag  of  seven  and  a  half  brace,  among 
which  were  some  very  nice  fish,  in  fact,  it  is  some  time 
since  I  saw  go  good  a  rise  of  fish  on  this  length  of  the 
river  Dovfl.  Very  little  sport  is  reported  on  the  Bljthe  or 
the  Tean  Brook.— F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Bndlelrh  Saltcrton).— The  trout  season  on 
every  part  of  this  river  closes  with  this  week,  and  the  end 
has  been  no  better  than  the  beginning  or  any  other 
portion  of  it.  It  has  been  the  worst  season  ever  known — 
worse  even  than  list,  which  was.  at  the  time,  thought  to 
be  as  bad  as  could  possibly  be.  If  immediate  and  decisive 
steps  are  not  taken  to  improve  it  the  Otter  will  soon 
become  scarcely  a  third  class  stream,  instead  of  being,  as 
it  was  ten  years  ago,  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  trout  streams 
of  the  West  of  England.  Fresh  blood  must  be  introduced 
and  the  existing  state  of  wholesale  poaching  prevented. 
It  is  well  known  that  even  in  the  winter  months  the  fish 
are  ruthlessly  taken  in  the  tributary  brooks  where  they  go 
to  spawn.  It  is  high  time  that  some  of  the  wealthy 
riparian  proprietors  took  this  matter  in  hand. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Himtingdoii).— The  much-desired  rain  has 
not  yet  made  its  appearance,  although  at  times  the 
weather  has  looked  very  threatening.  Notwithstanding 
this  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  sport.  This 
I  attribute  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  more  stream  in 
the  river.  Roach  and  rudd  have  been  feeding  freely  in 
the  day  time ;  the  former  have  not  run  large,  but  several 
of  the  latter  scaling  from  IJlb.  to  21b.  have  been  caught. 
Perch,  too,  have  been  biting  better  ;  amongst  those  taken 
is  one  of  a  little  over  IJlb. ;  whiht  amongst  the  chub 
caught  was  a  well-fed  fish  of  over  S^lb.,  and  another 
nearly  that  weight.  If  the  stream  in  the  river  remains 
somewhat  stronger  than  is  usually  the  case,  prospects  will 
remain  favourable,  although  a  heavy  rain  would 
undoubtedly  improve  matters — C.  A.  B. 

Onse  (Huutingrdon).— Water  very  clear,  but  sport 
very  good.  Mr.  Fairey,  of  the  Huntingdon  Association, 
w«ighed-in  one  rudd,  lib.  lEJcz  ,  and  a  percb,  lib.  SJoz. ; 
Mr.  Pelborough,  chub,  31b.  6|oz.,  besides  several  rudd. 
Jack  are  fairly  on  the  feed,  but  a  good  rain  is  needed.— 
C.  Grant. 

Plymouth. — A  few  peal  have  been  taken  during  the 
week,  but  we  want  more  rain.  This  month  closes  the 
salmon  fishing  for  nets,  but  the  rod  fishermen  have 
another  month,  and  they  still  look  forward  to  a  good 
wind-up  for  the  season,  and  them  are  plenty  of  salmon 
and  peal  in  the  pools. — William  Heabdee. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— The  trout  fishing  season 
now  terminating  has  been  a  most  unsatisfactory  one  from 
every  point  of  view,  and  fly  fishers  have  everywhere  had 
reason  to  complain  of  the  lack  of  sport.  With  regard  to 
the  Severn,  matters  are  going  from  bad  to  worse.  Chub 
and  pike  abound  in  all  parts  of  the  river  and  several 
important  tiibntaries,  and  trout  are  so  rarely  taken  that 
many  anglers  do  not  now  deem  it  worth  their  while  to 
take  out  the  board's  licences.  In  fact,  were  it  not  for  the 
sport  afforded  by  coarse  fish,  the  revenue  of  the  con- 
servators from  this  source  would  be  very  trifling.  The 
one  eatisfattoiy  feature  is  the  excellent  coarse  fish  angling 
obtainable,  and,  fortunately,  there  is  no  reason  to  fear 
that  the  eport  of  the  bottom  fisher  will  decline.— 
Hafren. 

SaTern,  V^rnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llaaymy- 
neck). — The  close  of  the  trout  fishing  season  is  a  very 
stiiking  contrast  to  its  commencement,  when  for  a  very 
long  space  of  time  arglers  had  to  lament  the  alaenee  of 
favourable  weather  for  the  sport,  which  was  altogether 
marred  by  unseasonable  weather  and  a  continuance  of 
piercing  east  winds.  At  present  the  atmosphere  is  most 
mild  and  snmmerlike,  and  the  passing  showers  remind  us 
more  of  April  than  a  very  near  approach  to  October,  and 
the  trout  also  seem  under  the  same  impression,  and  just 
now  they  are  rising  more  freely  to  the  fly  than  they  have 
hitherto  done  throughout  this  season,  and  although  the 
sport  with  them  in  the  principal  streams  is  even  now 
not  what  could  be  desired,  it  is  very  much  better  ;  but  the 
chief  takes  have  been,  as  before,  in  the  smaller  tributaries, 
where  good  baskets  are  being  obtained,  and  where  there 
is,  as  yet,  not  the  slightest  depreciation  in  the  condition 
of  the  trout  aa  yet  observable.  In  the  Severn,  a  little 
above  the  town  of  Welshpool,  on  Monday  a  very  fine  pike, 
nearly  40:n.  in  length,  was  taken  near  the  weir  at  Leigh- 
ton.  This  fish  was  in  very  fair  condition.  Good  baskets 
of  roach,  perch,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish  are  daily 
taken  from  this  river,  and  also  from  the  Vyrnwy.  Some 
fine  grayling  are  daily  had  from  the  Vyrnwy  and  lower 
parts  of  the  Tanat;  but  the  weather  of  late  has  been 
much  more  favourable  for  trout  than  grayling  fishing. — 
Vtbnwy. 

Snssex  Blvers,  Chichester  Canal,  and  Har- 
bour.— Sport  on  our  south  coast  riyers  varies  muchly 
with  the  tides.  The  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
been  all  that  could  be  wished.  Many  anglers  have  tried 
their  hands,  but  sport  generally  has  been  poor.  From 
the  tidal  portiens  of  the  Adnr  and  the  Cuokmere  only  a 
few  sizeable  fish  have  been  taken,  the  high  influx  of  salt 
water  putting  fish  off  feed.  The  upper  portion  of  the 
Ouse,  from  Barcombe  Mills  to  Isfield,  has  fished  in- 
differently, as  only  small  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken. 
Pike  are  not  yet  feeding,  and  the  water  in  parts  is  veiy 
weedy.  Fair  sport  among  the  bream  has  been  obtained  at 
Chichester  Canal.  Weeds  are  abundant,  but  in  some 
portions  the  water  is  fairly  clear,  with  the  exception  of 
silkweed.  By  fishing  on  the  surface  of  the  weeds  with 
paste  good  bags  of  bream  have  been  captured  ;  some  few 
up  to  2lb.,  and  a  bag  of  201b.  averaging  over  lib. 
Visitors  to  the  Pother  lave  secured  perch  and  roach, 
minnow  and  gudgeon  as  bait.  Some  good  bass  have  been 
taken  at  Pilsea  Piles,  Chichester  Harbour.  And  at 
Selsea  bass  have  been  taken  with  hand  lines,  and  railirg 
for  mackerel  has  been  fairly  snccesefnl.— Geoebe  F. 


Teifi  (Lampeter.  Cardigranahire).  —  Splendid 
water  in  the  river  just  now  (Sept.  24),  and  firjt-rate 
sport  with  minnow  and  worm.  We  ought  to  liave 
another  run  of  salmon  shortly. — H. 

Teme  (tndloir).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still 
very  low  and  clear,  and  is  running  in  fair  order  for  angling. 
The  weather  has  been  changeable,  and  gome  good  showers 
of  rain  have  been  bad,  but  they  made  no  difference  to  the 
water ;  and  a  good  fall  is  required  to  make  it  rise,  and 
clear  out  some  of  the  weeds.  The  late  rain  refreshed  the 
river,  and  the  fish  moved  better  afterwards.  The  cold 
nights  and  foggy  mornings  cause  grayling  to  move  better, 
and  they  have  been  feeding  well.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  more  natural  flies  have  been  on, 
and  fair  sport  has  been  had.  The  best  flies  are  the  Mid 
Blue,  Willow,  Red  Tag,  Silver  Twist,  Wickham's  Fancy, 
Whirling  Blue,  September  Dun,  and  Blue  Gnat,  and  some 
very  nice-sized  grayling  have  been  landed.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  very  quiet,  and  may  be  said  to  end  with  this 
week.  The  season  has  not  been  a  good  one,  the  water  being 
so  low  has  been  against  good  baskets,  but  some  good 
large  fish  have  been  landed  with  both  fly  and  bottom  baits. 
The  prospects  for  grayling  fishing  are  good.  The  Ony. 
Corve,  Clun.  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  ard  low,  and 
want  rain.  Little  fishing  done  in  them  of  late.  Very  few 
grayling  in  them— 8.  Ludlow. 

Tenie_  (Tenbnry).— In  this  part  the  river  has  been 
visited  with  some  good  falls  of  rain,  which  has  refreshed 
it  and  made  the  fish  rise  a  litde  better,  but  it  has 
not  been  heavy  enough  to  cause  the  river  to  rise,  and  a 
good  day's  rain  is  wanted  to  do  the  river  and  fishing  good. 
The_  weather  has  been  in  every  way  suitable  for  grayling 
fishing,  with  cold  nights  and  bright  days,  and  the  fish  have 
been  moving  better  at  the  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Wickham, 
Blue  Gnat,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Silver  Twist,  which  are 
best  killers,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  landed,  and  the 
prospects  for  sport  in  this  part  are  now  good.  Trout 
fishing  ends  with  thi's  week. — Worcester. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— Nothing  worth  reporting 
has  been  taken  during  the  week.  We  are  giving  a  prize 
for  the  largest  iack  taken  during  October.— F.  Vinall. 

Wembley  Part.— On  Sept.  26  a  carp  of  7Jlb.  was 
taken  from  the  lake.  The  following  are  the  approximate 
weights  of  fish  cinght :  On  Sept.  10,  401b.;  13th,  691b. ; 
14th,  1321b.  ;  17th,  45Ib.  ;  18th.  80Ib.  ;  19th.  301b. ;  20th 
251b. ;  2l8t,  271b. ;  and  22nd,  181b.— C.  E.  Davies. 

Witham,  fto.  (BXid-Xalnoolsiahira).— The  atten- 
dance of  anglers  on  the  drains  about  Boston  ia  rapidly 
falling  off .  Still  the  drains  do  not  appear  to  be  overfished. 
There  is  little  to  choose  between  the  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Bargate  drains.  The  former  appears  to  contain  an 
unlimited  supply  of  almost  every  variety,  particularly 
about  Richardson's  Bridge.  Abundance  of  tench  have  also 
been  taken  about  Frith  Ville.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
Kelsey  drain  has  yielded  some  capitalroach.  Below  Foster's 
Lock  the  water  has  been  spoiled  bv  the  inrush  of  the  sea. 
Sea  water  has  also  gone  up  the  Hob  Hole  nearly  to  Old 
Leake.  The  river  seems  to  have  been  affected  by  the  vast 
number  of  anglers  that  have  lately  been  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Kirkstead.  A  few  roach  takes  are  noticed  from  about 
Dogdyke,  and  also  a  few  pike  have  been  banked.  A  few 
tench  have  been  got  at  various  points,  but  this  sport  as 
well  as  bream  fishing  is  about  over  for  the  season.  A  few 
choice  dishes  of  perch  have  been  landed  about  Langrick.— 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwtnt  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  been  very  low  and  clear  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  week,  and  a  great  many  anglers  have  been  out  on  both 
streams.  Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have 
taken  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  seven  brace  each, 
mostly  with  Apple  Green.  The  Derwent,  too,  including 
the  Chatswoith  Fishery,  has  also  produced  a  nice  lot  of 
fish,  trout  and  grayling.  There  has  also  been  a  goodly 
number  of  members  and  day  ticket-holders  on  the  Darley 
Dale  Club's  water.  Messrs.  Hassam  and  Cooper,  on 
Friday,  five  brace  and  one  fish,  the  latter  returning  several 
under  size.  Several  other  members  took  from  three  to 
five  and  six  bracB  each.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  water  has  also  yielded  some  nice 
fish.  Messrs.  Hassam  and  Cooper  from  this  water  have 
secured  on  several  occasions  baskets  of  three  to  five  and 
six  brace  each.  Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson,  on  Friday  afternoon, 
landed  five  brace  (one  of  these  a  trout  weighing  21b.  12oz,) 
with  Willow  Dun  ;  Mr.  White,  two  brace ;  Mr.  Chatterton 
on  three  occasions  took  one  and  a  half,  one,  and  one  and 
a  half  brace  respectively.  Flies,  with  the  above  named, 
will  be  useful :  Olive  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Ant,  Red 
and  Grey  Quill,  Black  Gnat,  and  Silver  Duq.—Dotteeel. 

Yore,  Swa>,  Whaife,  Derwent,  Onse,  &c. 
(Yorkshire).— There  was  a  nice  freshet  down  the  Yore 
on  Monday,  and  the  river  is  now  in  capital  trim  for  fly 
fishing  for  grayling,  and  there  is  a  letter  prospect  for 
sport  than  there  has  been  all  the  season.  TThe  Cinnamon 
Fly,  Dark  Needle,  and  Autumn  Dun  are  well  on ;  and 
these  flies,  varied  with  the  Red  Tag,  Fog  Black,  Sea 
Swallow  or  Yellow  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Blue  Hawk,  will 
kill  grayling  in  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  Another 
favourite  fly  with  me  for  grayling  is  the  March  Brown 
ribbed  with  tinsel,  and  I  have  frequently  made  heavy 
baskets  with  it.  To-day  I  find  the  grayling  take  the 
gentle  well,  and  amongst  others  having  fair  sport 
may  be  mentioned  the  Rev.  J.  Murphey.  The 
brothers  Bacon  have  been  getting  some  good  perch 
with  the  worm  in  the  deeps  between  Middleham 
and  Ulshaw  Bridges.  The  Swale  keeps  low,  and 
when  over  at  Richmond  on  Monday  Mr.  Spencer  and 
other  anglers  informed  me  there  has  been  little  doing 
there  for  some  time.  A  few  grayling  have  been  caught  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Catterick,  but  they  have  run  small. 
The  trout  season  haa  arrived  at  its  last  week,  and  it  is  not 
before  time,  because  for  some  days,  nay  weeks,  past  all 
the  trout  which  have  been  taken,  either  in  the  Ccdbeck, 
Bedftle  Beck,  or  the  Swale,  have  been  full  of  spawn,  and 


it  has  bsen  almost  murder  to  kill  them.  But  all  the  same 
some  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made,  notably  one  on 
the  Ccdbeck  last  Thursday  afternoon,  when  Mr.  Nicho'as 
Smith8on,of  Northallerton,  caught  fifteen  trout  by  fishing 
upstream  with  the  running  worm.  Mr.  W.  B.  Smithson 
has  being  doing  fairly  amongst  tbe  jack  in  the  Wiske. 
The  Wharfe,  Nidd,  and  Derwent  have  run  very  low  and 
clear.  On  the  Wharfe  at  Burnsall  Eport  has  been  fairly 
good,  several  good  baskets  having  been  made.  The  most 
successful  anglers  have  been  Mr.  J.  W.  Gaunt  and  Mr. 
Gelder.  In  the  district  of  Ilkley  very  few  anglers  have 
been  seen  out.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Leach  had  fair  sport 
atnong  the  grayling,  the  best  flies  b?ing  R»d  Tag  and 
Little  Marryat.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  have 
been  fishing  remarkably  well.  At  Boston  Spa  several 
anglers  have  had  good  sport  amongst  the  daci».  roach,  and 
flounders.  Mr.  A.  Kippin  had  good  sport  on  Monday  h  et. 
Fishing  one  and  a  half  hours  he  succeeded  in  killinif  ZJlh. 
of  very  fine  roach.  On  Tuesday,  he,  along  with  Mr.  S. 
Byron,  had  very  good  sport,  their  baskets  containing  roach 
wei(?hing  over  2J  stones,  several  of  the  fifh  weighing  over 
lilb.  Mr.  Collier,  Mr.  Shaw,  and  Mr.  Gunnee  have  had 
good  baskets  of  over  61b.  of  dace,  the  best  bait  being 
gentles.  On  the  Derwf  nt  moderate  sport  has  been  had. 
On  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  Grimshaw  and  friend  had  Bood 
sport  at  Teddingham  amongst  roach,  dace,  and  grayling. 
On  the  lower  reaches  leveral  acglera  have  been  met  with. 
Capt.  T.  B.  Stretton  haa  had  very  good  sport,  the  best 
killing  baits  being  wasp  grub  and  maggot.  At  Maltor 
several  anglers  have  visited  the  river.  Mr.  Hope  atd 
others  have  met  with  fair  sport.  Mr.  Kirk,  fishing  in  the 
district  of  Driffield,  had  good  sport  amongst  the  trout 
three  of  the  largest  weighing  9^1b.  The  largest  weighed 
5|lb.,  and  ha?  been  sent  to  me  for  preservation.  It  is  a 
common  brown  trout,  and  a  fine  specimen.  Several 
angling  clubs  have  had  "cff"  matches.  The  Lord 
Raglan  (Leeds)  Angling  Club  had  an  outing  on  the  23rd 
at  Tadcaster.  Twenty -three  members  took  part,  nf  which 
ninefeon  weighed-in.  The  day  was  glorinns'y  fine  and 
sport  fair.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Hawkshaw, 
5lb.  7Joz.  ;  second,  Mr.  T.  Sheard  (of  Brigg  fame);  third, 
F.  Atkinson.  The  Prince  Arthur  Angling  Club  (Leeds) 
had  an  off  match  at  Acaster,  on  the  Ouse,  also  cn  the  23rd. 
The  day  was  a  glorious  one,  but  the  wind  was  very  strong, 
sport  not  being  at  all  good.  Mr.  H.  Collier,  first, 
21b.  IJoz. ;  second,  Mr.  Wood,  lib.  9|oz. ;  third,  Mr. 
Hirst,  lib.  Sjoz. ;  Mr.  Husband  winning  the  special  prize 
for  the  largest  fish.  Golden  Ball  (York)  Angling  Club 
had  a  match  at  Wheldrake  on  Saturday  last.  The  water 
was  low  and  clear.  The  following  was  the  result :  First, 
T._  Walton,  61b.  3^oz.;  second,  W.  Spink,  31b.  lOoz. ; 
third,  J.  H.  Cooper,  lib.  12oz.  Special  priza  for  largest 
fish  won  by  J.  H.  Cooper;  six  heaviest  fish,  W. 
Spink;  largest  eel,  W.  Pearson;  the  greatest  variety, 
T.  Wilson ;  other  special  prizes  being  won  by 
Messrs.  Cooper,  McRorie,  Spink,  Wilioi,  and  Walton. 
The  York  South  Bank  Working  Men's  Angling  Associa- 
tion fished  their  first  match  at  Aoaster,  on  the  Ouae,  on 
Saturday.  The  club  is  a  young  one,  but  they  g  it  together 
a  capital  prize  list.  The  result  was  as  follows :  Ist, 
S.  Leathley  ;  2nd,  J.  Nesbit.  sen. ;  3rd,  D.  Appleton ; 
4th,  T.  Crane ;  5th,  T.  Clark ;  6th,  J.  Smallwood  ;  7th, 
T.  Curry;  8th,  A.  Featherstone ;  9.h,  F.  Long;  10th, 
J.  Long  ;  11th,  H.  Wright ;  12th,  J.  Nesbit,  jun.  ;  13th, 
Si'ssons.  The  winners  of  soecial  prizes  were  as  follows : 
Heaviest  weight  of  fish,  S.  Leathley;  largest  toach, 
S.  Leathley  ;  largest  variety  of  fish,  D.  Appleton.  The 
Yarm  Angling  Association,  who  I  thank  for  handsome 
wreath  and  sympathetic  letter  in  our  recent  bereavement, 
had  their  final  competition  for  the  season  on  Saturday  on 
the  Severn.  The  following  was  the  result :  Ist,  R.  Golds- 
brough,  lib.  lOoz.  ;  2nd,  J.  Basham,'  lib.  3ioz. ;  3rd,  F. 
Wilson,  14ioz. ;  4th,  W.  Elgie,  lloz. ;  5th,  J.  Kitchen, 
9:'iCz.  Spfoial  prizes  for  heaviest  fish  (given  by  Mr.  M. 
Pearson,  North  Eastern  Hotel,  Stockton)  were  won  by  R. 
Goldsbrough  and  J.  Baaham  with  chub  wtighing  lib.  4oz. 
and  15oz.  respectively.  Rain  haa  been  falling  nearly  all 
the  day,  and  according  to  indications  to-night  we  look  like 
having  freshets  in  all  our  rivers.  This  must  enhance  next 
week's  prospects  for  sport.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— There  has  been  little 
rain  to  speak  of  in  the  Eskdale  and  Liddlesdale  districts 
during  the  past  fortnight,  consequently  the  waters  have 
shrunk  considerably,  and  though  salmon  are  numerous  in 
the  pools  of  the  Double  water  and  the  upper  reaches,  they 
are  very  shy  in  taking  the  tempting  lures  presented  to 
them.  Several  anglers  staying  at  that  fine  old  coaching 
hostelry,  the  Cross  Keys,  Canonbie,  have  met  with  in- 
different success  recently.  One  gentleman,  however, 
hooked  a  salmon  above  Canonbie  Bridge,  and  had  a  rare 
run  for  close  on  half  an  hour,  but  lost  it.  A  good  many 
anglers  are  located  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  but 
none  of  them  are  doing  much  on  the  rivers.  A  good  flood 
is  the  only  thing  wanted  to  stir  up  the  autumn  salmon  fish- 
ing. There  was  a  slight  fall  of  rain  during  the  latter  part  of 
last  week,  but  not  enough  to  affect  the  waters.  The 
barometer  is,  however,  falling,  and  there  is  every  prospect 
of  a  good  finish  to  the  seascn's  fishing.  Worm  fishing 
having  ended  in  both  rivers  a  fortnight  ago,  the  fly  is  now 
only  permissible.  The  close  time  has  begun  in  the 
tributaries,  and  trout  fishing  has  ceased.  Ary  sport  that 
is  being  had  in  Esk  and  Liddle  is  being  furnished  by  sea 
trout  and  herliug.  Sea  trout  are,  however,  falling  off  in 
condition,  but  herling  are  good  and  taking  fairly  well. 
Few  anglers  were  out  last  week  between  Langholm  and 
Longtown,  a  distance  of  .twelve  mUes,  which  may  be 
reckoned  the  best  portion  of  the  Esk,  always  excepting  the 
Metal  Bridge  stretch  of  water  during  a  favourable  season, 
which  this  has  not  been  for  that  part  of  the  river.  One 
thing,  although  the  waters  are  running  low,  there  is  no 
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filth  at  the  bottoms  of  either  the  larger  pools  or  any 
of  the  streams  I  eo  recently  visited,  therefore  a  flood 
is  not  required  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  away  that 
which  does  not  exist,  but  it  is  wanted  in  order  to  set  the 
fish  on  the  move,  and  to  render  them  less  fastidious  as  to 
their  daily  rations.  The  vales  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle 
present  now,  at  nearly  the  close  of  September,  a  perfect 
panorama  of  concentrated  loveliness,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  strangers  I  may  mention  that  the  best  views  on  the  Esk 
are  to  be  obtained  from  the  four  bridges,  viz.,  Langholm 
Bridge,  Skipper's,  Gilnockie,  and  Canonbie,  each  of  which 
is  placed  in  the  middle  of  grand  angling  pitches ;  but  of 
this  more  next  week.  Before  I  forget,  allow  me  to 
mention  that  the  best  hook  dresser  in  Canonbie  is  Mr. 
Wm.  Armstrong,  Rowanburn  (Heels),  who  is  a  worthy 
successor  to  Wm.  Graham,  better  known  as  the 
"Butcher";  and  the  principal  fly  manipulator  in  Lang- 
holm is  Mr.  Joe  Anderson.  Both  are  practical 
anglers,  and  each  knows  all  the  surrounding  waters 
thoroughly,  consequently  visitors  can  rely  on  having 
the  best  tackle  and  the  best  advice  anent  angling 
that  the  district  can  produce.  The  following  anglers 
staying  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  have  done  fairly 
well  lately.  Mr.  Phayre-Loch  had  five  herling  in  Liddle, 
and  a  dozen  very  fine  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water.  Mr. 
Johnson  caught  six  herling,  and  Mr.  Dansey  three  herling, 
all  in  the  lower  reaches.  Pishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr. 
T.  Morrison  caught  four  fine  sea  trout.  Mr.  F.  Storey 
landed  a  salmon  of  9ib.  in  Crannelholm  with  Stewart  tackle  ; 
his  father,  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  fell  plump  overhead  in 
the  liver  in  trying  to  gaff  him  ;  so,  of  course,  there  was  a 
gey  hantle  o'  excitement  knocking  about  ere  Mr.  Storey, 
sen.,  and  the  salmon  were  safely  landed.  Mr.  McMillan, 
Langholm,  landed  a  small  salmon  near  Skipper's  Bridge, 
and  caught  some  sea  trout  and  herling  in  Glenfirra  ;  Mr. 
Grant  caught  seven  herling  and  one  sea  trout ;  Mr.  Jame- 
son caught  three  sea  trout  and  four  herling;  Mr. 
Dalgleish  had  one  sea  trout  and  four  herling ;  Mr. 
Anderson  creeled  half  a  dozen  yellow  trout  and  four 
herling.  Mr.  TelPord  had  eight  herling  behind  the 
distillery;  Mr.  J.  Graham  caught  nine  herling  in  Glen- 
firra; Mr.  Harkness  had  two  sea  trout  and  half  a  dozen 
herling :  Mr,  W.  Armstrong,  one  sea  trout  and  six  herling. 
A  few  odd  herling  and  sea  trout  are  being  got  in  the  Duke 
of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water,  and  also  in  the  Broomholm 
preserves.  In  the  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  P.  Little, 
Byreburn,  had  eight  herling  and  one  sea  trout ;  Mr.  W. 
Steele  had  a  sea  trout  and  some  herling,  also  several 
yellow  trout  below  Gilnockie  Bridge;  Mr.  Riddle, 
Canonbie,  has  had  very  good  sport  with  herling  in  the 
Long  Pool;  Mr.  A.  Porteons,  Mr.  Edgar,  and  Mr.  J. 
Johnstone  have  all  done  fairly  well,  both  in  the  Long 
Pool  and  in  the  Prior  Pool;  and  Mr.  James  Scott, 
Claygate,  Canonbie,  has  been  very  successful  with  herling 
and  sea  trout  at  his  favourite  pitch.  Tommy's  Pool, 
having  discarded  the  Hush  Pool' as  being  played  out, 
and,  as  Mr.  Scott  confided  to  me  in  a  kind  of  stage 
whisper,  "  only  fit  for  baggies  and  beardies."  Dr. 
Anderson,  of  EskVank,  Canonbie,  however,  had  a 
creel  of  whiting  and  sea  trout  in  Mr.  Scott's  old  pitch,  the 
Hush,  no  less,  and  in  Greystone  Pool  and  the  Round  Pool. 
Fishing  in  the  Willow  Pool,  Mr.  Fairbairn  caught  a  dozen 
herling  and  one  sea  trout  ;  Mr.  Law,  Canonbie,  had  ten 
herling  in  the  same  water ;  and  Mr.  Waterpark  had  a  fair 
basket  of  herling  in  the  Cauldron  Pool.  There  is  a  good 
run  of  fish  in  the  Netherby  preserves,  up  to  the  Scotch 
March  Dyke,  but  few  catches  are  yet  being  made  below 
Longtown.  Mr.  Musgrove  had  a  few  herling  and  a  sea 
trout  below  bridge  ;  and  Mr.  Scott,  in  cempany  with  some 
Carlisle  anglers,  had  a  few  herling  in  the  Metal  Bridge 
section.  Several  anglers  staying  at  the  Metal  Bridge 
Hotel  are  getting  an  odd  sea  trout  and  a  few  herling  now 
and  then,  but  nothing  to  speak  of.  In  the  Liddle,  Mr. 
Crozier  had  a  few  herling  and  one  sea  trout ;  Mr. 
McKune  had  some  herling  in  the  lower  reaches. 
Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Carruthers  have  both  caught 
a  few  herling  in  the  upper  section  of  the  Liddle ; 
and  below  Penton  Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Graham  has  had 
some  fair  catches  of  herling  and  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
J.  Murray,  Canonbie,  caught  five  herling  near  the 
Viaduct ;  higher  up  the  water  Mr.  Dalgleish  creeled  over 
a  dozen  yellow  trout,  in  good  condition.  Some  good 
catches  have  been  made  in  the  Damfoot  Pool.  At  this 
point  a  wire  reaches  me  from  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas,  the 
genial  landlord  of  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  to  the 
effect  that  the  river  is  in  flood.  This  is  glorious  news  for 
anglers  in  those  parts,  so  now  there  will  be  some  good 
sport,  as  the  waters  are  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  for 
some  time  none  of  the  best  pitches  have  been  over  fished, 
indeed,  for  quite  three  weeks  most  of  the  keenest  anglers 
on  the  Eik  and  Liddle  have  been  resting  on  their  oars, 
waiting  for  the  flood  which  is  at  last  to  hand.  Anglers 
requiring  a  ghillie  will  find  John  Wylie  (Scottie),  at  the 
Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  and  T.  Jameson,  either  at 
the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  or  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  in 
the  same  town ;  both  are  most  reliable  men. 

Telegram,  Sept.  27.— "  River  in  flood."— Gilnockie. 

Daverou  cBanffshire). — The  river  Deveron  is  getting 
very_  low  and  clear,  and  out  of  condition  for  successful 
angling.  The  weather  is  also  rough  and  unfavourable  ; 
light  showers  of  hail  fell  in  the  beginning  of  the  week. 
A  heavy  fall  of  rain  is  greatly  required  to  put  the  river  in 
spate,  there  being  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools.  On  the 
Netherdale  section,  on  the  19th  inst.,  a  salmon  of  61b.  was 
killed  ;  and  on  the  22nd,  a  fine  fish  of  211b.— H.  W. 

Loch  Iiaggan.— Mr.  Wilson  and  party,  Inverpattock, 
have  had  fairjy  good  sport  on  this  loch  since  the  beginning 
of  the  month.  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Aitohison,  on  21st,  got 
twenty-seven  nice  trout,  weighing  101b. ;  and  on  22nd, 
twenty-six,  weighing  lOJlb. 

North  of  Scotland.  — (Wednesday,  8  p.m.)  —  A 
decided  change  has  taken  place  in  weather  conditions,  the 
spell  of  drought  has  at  length  been  broken,  gaow  covers 


the  tops  of  the  higher  mountains,  and  the  temperature  all 
over  is  lower.  Rain  has  been  falling  more  or  less  during 
the  past  twenty-four  hours,  and  it  seems  that  a  period  of 
wet  is  again  about  to  set  in.  It  may  be  a  day  or  so  before 
the  rivers  are  moved,  but  already  there  has  been  a  revival 
oi  sport  where  there  are  any  fresh  fish  about,  and  with  a 
rise  of  a  foot  or  less  the  shoals  of  autumn  fish  now  seen 
daily  on  the  "offing"  will  get  up  stream.  October  is 
likely  to  be  a  brisk  month  all  through.— G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland.— Excitement  over  the  Parlia- 
mentary election  in  this  district  has  kept  the  most  of 
anglers  away  from  the  rivers  this  week,  and  there  is  little 
to  report  in  the  way  of  sport.  The  one  cheering  hope  is 
that  the  fishermen  in  the  Solway  report  plenty  of  salmon 
in  the  channel  at  present.  Unfortunately,  they  are  not 
ascending  the  rivers  at  all,  and  they  are  not  in  the  least 
likely  to  do  so  until  a  fresh  comes  to  allow  them  to  run 
inland.  In  the  most  of  the  tidal  reaches  of  the  rivers  not 
a  fish  is  showing  this  week.  If  they  were  there  at  all  they 
could  be  easily  seen  in  the  pools  in  the  present  low  and 
clear  waters.  No  heavy  salmon  could  get  beyond  the  tidal 
reaches  just  now.  Rain  fell  on  Sunday,  and  there  have 
been  several  showers  since,  but  the  rivers  are  much  lower 
than  they  were.  Everywhere  angling  is  at  a  standstill, 
and  no  improvement  is  possible  until  a  spate  takes  place. 
The  Annan. — This  river  is  dead  low  and  very  clear.  Fish- 
ing in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  at  Blaoketlees, 
on  Tuesday,  the  Rev.  J.  0.  Hicks  caught  a  brace  of 
herling  and  two  yellow  trout ;  the  latter  he  returned. 
They  were  caught  with  &y,  Mr.  Hicks  hooked  and  lost 
a  fine  tromt  in  the  landing.  In  the  middle  waters  one 
angler  had  a  capital  basket  of  herling  and  sea  trout, 
besides  a  grilse  tiaken  with  the  worm.  No  salmon  are 
ascending  yet.  The  Nith. — This  river  is  running  below 
its  summer  level,  and  sport  hss  declined  very  considerably 
during  the  past  fortnight.  With  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  herling  caught  with  fly  at  night,  nothing  has  been 
done  this  week  in  any  part  of  the  river.  No  fresh-run 
salmon  are  coming  up  from  the  Solway,  and  none  are 
expected  to  do  so  until  a  spate  cornea.  A  few  showers 
have  fallen  to-day,  but  the  river  is  unchanged.  The 
Galloway  Rivers. — The  rivers  are  extremely  low  in 
this  part  of  the  country  for  the  end  of  September.  A 
month  remains  before  the  angling  closes,  and  if  a  flood 
does  not  come  shortly  the  back-end  salmon  fishing 
will  be  as  great  a  failure  as  that  of  last  year. 
No  salmon  are  showing  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Dee 
of  Kirkcudbrightshire  or  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse.  The 
barometer  is  falling  slightly,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted  a  good 
fall  of  rain  will  now  take  place.  It  will  do  no  harm,  as  all 
the  harvest  has  been  safely  gathered  in  this  district. 
Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Angling  has  declined 
very  much  in  Ayrshire.  On  the  Ayr  only  a  few  rods 
have  been  out  since  last  notes,  and  poor  catches  were  the 
result.  On  the  lochs  angling  will  shortly  end  for  the 
season,  and  little  is  doing  at  present.  Trout  in  the  lochs 
are  going  black  in  colour  now.  The  Derwent. — This  river 
is  far  too  low  at  the  time  of  writing.  Fishing  in  the 
Cockermouth  portion  the  other  day,  Mr.  T.  Rook,  the 
well-known  tackle  dealer,  was  fortunate  in  killing  a 
splendid  male  salmon  of  261b.  with  the  Lion  Fly,  of  which 
he  is  the  inventor.  In  the  Broughton  part  of  the  same 
river  two_  other  salmon  were  killed,  the  weights  of 
which  I  did  not  learn.  A  goodly  number  of  salmon  are 
showing  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  no  doubt  a  rise  in 
the  water  would  cause  them  to  ascend.  A  change  in  the 
weather  seems  brewing,  and  the  barometer  is  falling  this 
(Wednesday)  evening.  A  flood  is  much  wanted  to  bring 
away  the  fish  from  the  Solway. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — Since  laat  report  there  has  been  very  little  sport 
on  this  river.  Up  till  Saturday  the  river  kept  about 
summer  level ;  on  Monday  it  came  out  about  3ft.  but  fell 
back  very  quickly  towards  afternoon.  The  river  was 
higher  on  'Tuesday  than  it  has  been  for  the  past  three 
weeks,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  wa  are  having  rain  in 
torrents,  and  a  big  flood  is  expected  to-morrow.  This 
freshet  should  enable  a  new  run  of  fish  to  get  up,  and 
excellnt  sport  may  reasonably  be  expected  during  the 
next  week.  Fishing  on  Islamouth  beat  on  Sept.  25, 
Lord  Blythswood  and  the  Hon.  C.  Paget  landed 
two  salmon  of  171b.  each;  Messrs.  Archd.  Coats 
and  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  on  the  Upper  Stobhall 
beat  on  Sepb.  19  caught  one  salmon  of  191b.  ;  on  21st, 
Messrs.  Archd.  and  Wm.  Coats  landed  one  salmon  of  14JIb, , 
and  one  grilse  of  SJlb  ;  and  on  24th,  Messrs.  Archd. 
Coats  and  P.  Donalloch  had  one  grilse  of  lOjlb.  Fishing 
on  Lower  Stolehall  on  Sept.  21st,  Lord  Warwick  landed  a 
salmon  of  181b. ;  and  on  same  beat  on  24th,  Lord  A. 
Vane  Tempest  had  a  grilse  of  71b.  On  21st  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Ward  fished  Upper  Casgill  beat  and  landed  one  fish 
of  29ilb.  ;  and  on  Lower  Casgill  water,  on  19th,  Lord 
Cairns  had  a  grilse  of  71b.  Fishing  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff's  Burn- 
mouth  beat  on  21st,  Major  H.  J.  Penrith  and  Mrs.  Penrith 
caught  one  grilse  of  71b.  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  fishing  on 
Catholes  on  19th,  had  one  salmon  of  191b.  Fishing  on 
Benchill  water  on  20th,  Lord  Warwick  had  two  salmon,  of 
191b.  and  201b.  Mr.  Harper,  fishing  On  Mr.  Coats's  Rid- 
gorton  water  on  25th,  had  a  grilse  of  61b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Ri7ers.— 
We  have  had  a  variety  of  weather  in  the  Border  district 
during  the  past  week— cold,  rain,  and  sunshine.  The 
rain,  which  has  been  pretty  heavy  all  over,  has  been  the 
means  of  putting  more  fresh  water  into  the  rivers,  and 
their  volume  has  been  increased  by  some  4in.  or  6in., 
which  has  had  the  effect  of  improved  fishing  all  round, 
more  especially  in  the  angling  for  salmon,  which  has  been 
exceptionally  good  during  the  past  ten  days  or  so. 
Of  course,  trout  angling  is  now  falling  off,  and  baskets  are 
getting  small,  and  these  fish  are  also  pretty  bad  to  catch, 
no  matter  what  lure  you  use.  Minnow  and  worm  have 
been  the  most  successful  lures,  while  the  fly  has  also  been 
in  evidence  in  a  few  nice  baskets.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
we  have  had  rain  nearly  all  d»y,  and  the  rivers  since 


Monday^  have  again  risen  some  inches,  whioh  will  still 
further  improve  ealmon  angling.  Of  those  who  have  been 
most  successful  in  the  salmon  angling  the  following  may 
be  mentioned  :  On  Hendersyde  water  (Sir  Richard  Waldie 
Griffith's),  on  Monday,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  two  fish,  one  of 
161b.  and  one  of  61b.  On  Tuesday  he  killed  four  fish,  all 
good  weights.  Sir  Richard  had  one  fish ;  Lady  Griffith 
two  salmon.  Another  angler,  on  the  same  water, 
had  three  salmon.  On  the  Floors  Castle  water. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  killed  one  of 
161b. ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  fisherman,  Mr.  Robert 
Hendry,  killed  one  of  the  same  weight.  About  ten  days 
ago  the  Hon.  Mr.  Scott  killed  two  grilse,  of  61b.  and  6|lb. 
On  the  Pavilion  water,  on  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Murray,  son  of  Dr. 
Murray,  Langlee,  had  a  61b.  grilse.  On  the  same  water,  Col. 
Murray  had  one  salmon  of  121b. ;  Master  Jack  Veitch,  one 
of  81b. ;  Mr.  J.  Veitch,  one  of  101b. ;  Major  Prettjman, 
Eildon  Hall,  one  grilse  of  6Jlb,,  newly  run  from  the  sea. 
Trout  takes  on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  range  from  21b.  up 
to  41b. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bauu. — The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired  from 
an  angler's  point  of  view  for  salmon  to  rise  freely  to  the 
fly  during  the  past  week  ;  yet  very  few  were  taken  on  any 
of  the  reaches.  Every  pool  on  the  river,  from  Coleraine 
to  Toomebridge,  now  holds  fish,  but  they  cannot  be 
tempted  to  come  to  the  fiy,  not  even  on  the  best  oasts  that 
in  past  years,  under  similar  atmospherical  conditions, 
always  gave  good  sport  in  the  last  half  of  September. 
Not  only  is  the  Bann  giving  fewer  fish  to  the  rod  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  salmon  it  contains,  but  all  the 
other  large  rivers  of  Ireland  are  getting  into  a  similar  con- 
dition. There  must  be  some  cause  for  this,  yet  no  one 
seems  to  understand  it.  There  were  only  four  fish  taken 
on  aU  the  sections  since  last  report.  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson 
had  two  OQ  the  Caronroe  reach,  6Ib.  and  101b. ;  and  Mr, 
F.  Dawson,  two,  61b,  and  7Jlb.,  on  the  Kilrea  portion,— 
Daniel  O'FiIe. 

Belfast  and  District.- For  the  past  ten  days  the 
chilly  weather  put  a  stop  to  trouting,  combined  with  the 
low  state  of  the  rivers.  A  few  anglers  patronised  the 
Woodburn  Dams,  but  had  no  marked  success.  Trouting 
on  the  dams  is  practically  over.  Rain  fell  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  raising  the  Clady,  Glenavy,  Sixmile 
Water,  &c.,  into  fair  order,  and  for  which  they  had  much 
need.  Trouting  should  improve  on  them  for  the  closing 
week.  These  streams  close  to-morrow,  the  30th  inst.  The 
Maine  remains  open  till  the  end  of  October,  as  does  also 
the  Lagan.  In  the  former  stream  there  is  plenty  of 
salmon,  but  they  are  not  rising  at  all  freely. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Biivers. — Sport  has  not  shown  much  improve- 
ment since  last  report,  though  fair  sport  was  had 
occasionally  on  all  the  principal  waters.  Rain  has  fallen, 
but  not  sufficiently  to  materially  affect  the  condition  of  the 
different  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

County  Donegal.— White  trout  fishing  on  the  Rosses 
has  not  been  good  for  the  past  fortnight.  Angling  closes  on 
this  famous  fishery  on  the  last  day  of  October,  and  between 
this  and  then  is  one  of  the  best  parts  of  the  season  for 
big  white  trout.  Since  the  rivers  rose  some  fish  have  got 
up  Gweedore  and  Gweebara  livers  to  the  lakes.  The 
angling  season  closes  on  the  Oivenea  and  Owentocker 
to-morrow — two  good  salmon  streams.  The  Erne, 
Bunduff,  Bundrowes,  &o.,  also  close  to-morrow. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.- To-morrow  the  open  season 
comes  to  a  close  on  the  Ballinderry.  Taken  all  round,  it 
was  the  worst  season  for  trouting  and  salcaon  fishing  in  the 
memory  of  the  oldest  angler.  Apparently  the  brown  trout 
are  fewer  in  numbers  and  certainly  more  wary  than 
formerly,  and  as  the  month  of  October  was  taken  off  four 
years  ago,  there  is  now  no  chance  of  killing  the  big  lake 
trout  that  come  next  month  from  Lough  Noagh.  The 
Blackwater  remains  open  till  the  last  day  of  October. 
There  is  any  amount  of  salmon  about  the  Benburb 
reaches,  but  only  four  or  five  fish  have  been  killed  all 
season — so  a  correspondent  informs  me.  Both  streams  are 
n»w  pretty  high. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannou  and  Belleek).  —  During 
the  past  week  the  weather  was  more  favourable  for 
angling,  and  sport  somewhat  improved.  The  following 
are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week :  Dr.  McClelland 
took  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  71b. ,  and  four  grilse ;  Mr. 
T.  B.  Johnston  took  six  salmon,  weighing  from  6Jlb.  to 
261b. ;  Mr.  A.  Atkinson  took  one  salmon  of  6|lb.,  and 
Mr.  Brady  another  of  similar  weight.  On  the  Marquis  of 
Ely's  water,  at  Belleek,  Mr.  W.  Carson  took  eight  salmon, 
weighing  from  61b.  to  161b.  At  time  of  writing  rain  is  , 
falling,  and  angling  prospects  are  good  for  the  remaining 
few  days  of  the  season. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons.  ' 

Kerry  Rivers. — Thoufh  the  weather  on  the  whole  ' 
has  been  pretty  favourable,  sport  has  not  shown  much 
improvement  since  last  report.   All  waters  are  now  in 
better  order,  and  late  salmon  have  arrived  in  all  the 
principal  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiongb  Cullin  (oo.  Mayo).— Pike  fishing  is  good  on 
Lough  Cullin.  Mr.  Grain  killed  a  nice  fish,  26Jlb.,  on 
17th  inst.,  on  a  very  small  minnow  and  single  gut  trace. 
Major  C.  M.  Hammilton,  2nd  Pedfordshire  Regiment,  a 
pike,  321b.,  on  20th,  on  a  No.  6  spoon  and  single  gut  trace ; 
also  201b.  on  24th.  Dr.  Hamilton  killed  two  pike,  one 
331b.  and  one  201b.,  on  22nd  inst. ;  these  are  the  largest. 
They  have  had  several  from  161b.  to  101b.  each.— 
0.  Healy. 

Longhs  Mask,  Corxib,  and  Na-Fongh.— The 

following  anglers,  out  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  had 
excellent  sport  for  the  past  week  :  Messrs.  Allen,  Taylor, 
Thornton,  Scott,  and  Kerrier.  The  heavy  rains  of  the 
past  few  days  have  now  ceased,  and  excellent  sport  among 
large  trout  and  pike  is  sure  to  follow.  Mr.  Scott  got 
several  nice  trout  on  the  fly  ranging  up  to  21b,— 
J,  A.  Joyce. 
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liongrli  Malvln.— Trouting  with  the  fly  was  better 
daring  the  past  week,  and  some  decent  catches  of  trout 
were  made.  Mr.  G.  Cleary  took  a  nice  lot  of  nine  brown 
trout  on  2l8t  hist.,  weighing  7-Ah. ;  and  Mr.  J.  O.  V. 
Martin  took  five  gillaroo  trout,  on  24th  inst.,  weighing 
4Jlb.  J  Messrs.  Conolly,  Kane,  and  D.  Reilly  took  similar  lota 
of  trout,  and  amongst  them  some  fine  specimens  of  gillaroo 
trout.  The  Duke  of  Montrose,  Major  Napier,  Colonel 
Moon,  and  Captain  Fyfe-Jameson  had  some  fair  sport 
amongst  the  trout  during  the  past  week.  The  angling 
season  closes  on  the  Erne  and  Lough  Melvin  on  30th  inst. 
— M.  BoGAN  AND  Sons. 

IiOu«h  Neagh.— Pollen  fishing  is  rather  dull  just 
now,  the  better  parts  of  the  season  being  over.  The 
demand  from  Euglish  and  Scotch  markets  continues  good, 
however.  As  the  close  season  for  netting  salmon  and 
trout  is  now  in  force,  the  bailiffs  are  watching  against  the 
exportation  of  these  fish,  but  not  with  much  success. 
There  is  little  trouting  done  on  the  tributaries  of  the 
lough.— J.  A.  B. 

Monrue  (Newtonstewart;,  co.  Tyrone).— Up  till 
this  week  salmon  fishing  was  at  a  standstill  on  the 
Mourne,  owing  to  the  continued  drought,  which  reduced 
the  river  to  a  very  low  state.  Some  rain  fell  on  Tuesday, 
and  four  fish  were  killed  on  these  reaches,  and  rain  fell 
almost  continuously  on  Wednesday,  putting  the  river  into 
flood.  More  fresh-run  fish  are  up  about  the  local  floods, 
and  excellent  sport  is  bound  to  be  had  between  now  and 
the  closing  day-Ocfc.  10.  The  Derg,  Glenelly,  Finn,  &o., 
are  in  fair  order  for  trouting.  These  also  close  on  the 
10th  prox.  For  the  past  month  there  was  little  or  no 
trouting  done  on  the  local  mountain  burns,  owing  to  their 
low  state. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Lougrhs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co 
Majfo). — Sea  trout  fishing  on  river  is  good.  Messrs. 
Smith,  Kirkwood,  and  Wallace  and  son  are  getting  from 
eight  to  twenty  daily  (largest  31b.) ;  also  landing  several 
salmon  with  the  trout  fly,  which  are  returned  to  river.  Mr. 
Godder,  on  the  loughs,  had  six  pike  (largest  151b.),  Mr. 
Fame  had  nine  pike  (largest  171b.),  Mr.  Duncan  had  five 
pike  (largest  221b.).  A  few  trout  were  also  taken.  Good 
rough  shooting  free.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Upper  I.akes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerr^).— Sport 
has  not  been  good  on  the  above  waters,  but  only  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out  occasionally.  As  all  those  lakes 
are  now  in  good  order,  and  likely  to  continue  so  until  the 
season  closes  on  the  15th  prox.,  the  prospects  for  the  back- 
end  angling  are  good,  though  much  of  course  depends 
upon  the  state  of  the  weather.— T,  J.  D, 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinsbolligs.— On  many  days  angling  has  been  out 
of  the  question,  owing  to  a  high  sea,  harsh  winds,  and 
heavy  showers.  At  time  of  writing  the  outlook  is  not 
much  better,  as  the  sea  continues  rough. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycitton.— Nothing  worth  recording  has  been  done 
at  or  around  this  station  since  last  report,  owing  to 
UEse'tled  weather  and  a  general  high  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.- Very  little  doing  here  at  present,  as  the 
weather  is  against  angling  and  a  high  sea  on.  Under 
more  favourable  conditions  sport  should  be  good,  but  the 
prospects  at   time  of  writing  are  not  much  better. 

J.  .  J  »  JJ, 

,  ^"S"litoa.— At  time  of  writing  (Sept.  27)  we  have 
halt  a  gale  on  from  S.S.W.  and  a  very  rough  sea,  so  do  not 
thmk  boat  anglers  will  be  able  to  go  out  until  next  week. 
Nice  catches  of  prawns  continue  to  be  made  on  the  Black 
Eocks  when  the  tide  is  out,  also  small  eating  crabs  and  an 
occasional  lobster. — H. 

Caatletowii  (co.  Cork).— The  weather  has  been 
rather  wild  and  showery  for  the  past  week,  and  but  little 
angling  was  practised.  During  the  favourable  spells  of 
weather,  however,  fair  sport  was  had  at  times  at  all  fish 
usually  taken  around  here  at  this  time.  Mackerel  are  now 
very  numerous,  and  are  all  of  a  fair  size,  and  pushing  close 
inshore.— -T.  J.  D.  r  o 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).— On  a  couple  of  favourable 
days  since  last  report  fair  sport  was  had  at  pollack 
gurnard,  and  whiting,  but  owing  to  a  high  sea  no  angler 
went  out  during  the  last  few  days.  Mackerel  are  now  very 
numerous  around  here. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Pier  anglers  have  experienced  but 
poor  sport  during  the  past  week,  pollack  fishing  especially 
having  proved  very  unproductive  of  numbers.  Mr.  R 
Kiohardson  and  Mr.  Titmus  each  took  a  nice  lot  of 
codling  early  on  Saturday  last;  and  Mr.  Glen  hooked  and 
sucoessf  ally  landed  a  41b.  lobster  on  the  preceding  aight. 
Mr.  Hummel  took  nine  codling  on  Saturday  evening  ;  and 
Master  Roydon  Hummel,  three  fish,  which  more  than 
pleased  him;  Mr.  Purkiss  caught  a  few  pollack,  but  all 
were  ot  small  size  ;  Messrs.  Mercer,  Haysom,  and  Leaver 
made  a  boat  catch  of  three  and  a  half  score  of  whiting, 
some  ot  which  were  abnormally  large  for  the  season  of  the 
year.  Pier  visitors  on  Sunday  were  Messrs.  Lavender 
Doweon,  Laworthy,  Reed,  and  Westoott,  but  very  small 
returns  were  made  on  that  day.  Mr.  Athorne  took  two 
and  a  half  score  of  whiting  in  a  boat;  Major  Graham 
Gordon,  Mr.  Grube  and  Mr.  HiU,  six  score ;  Messrs. 
breen  Holland,  Hill,  and  Verney,  ten  score :  and  Mr. 
Wm.  Ward,  Mr.  J.  M.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Swash,  fishing 
with  lom  Norris,  ten  score  whiting  and  three  dabs, 
inree  early  morning  pier  anglers— Messrs.  Kimpton, 
Jackson,   and   Baker— netted   161b.   weight   of  cod- 

A  TiT°°  Monday ;  but  later  in  the  day  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Hawkins,  and  Messrs.  Manico,  Whitehead, 
WestcDtt,  Simmonds,  Windsor,  Lintott,  Collins,  Newman 
Uowson  Mercer,  Castle,  Hummel,  Swale,  Hickmott 
^"''i.v  Brown,  and  Purkiss  did  but  little  until  evening 
when  Messrs.  Windsor,  Purkiss,  and  Dowson  each  made 
Lfi°°u  0*  codling.  Mr.  T.  T.  Reed  took  three 
poiiaoson  iuesday  morning,  one  of  which,  scaling  close 


on  41b.,  established  a  record  for  the  present  season.  Mr. 
Manning  and  Mr.  Chapman  joined  forces  with  the  previous 
day's  anglers,  as  did  also  Mr.  Pollard,  but  sport  was  very 
dull  all  day.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  and  Dr.  De  Souza, 
fishing  with  J.  Cook,  brought  in  sixty-three  good-sized 
whiting  and  one  shad.  Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr.  Simmonds 
took  premier  honours  on  Wednesday,  the  former  gentle- 
man making  a  very  fair  mixed  bag,  and  the  latter  including 
in  his  day's  catch  a  41b.  codling.  Mr.  Purkiss,  Mr. 
Turner,  and  Mr.  Leal  were  also  successful  with  the 
pollack  on  the  afternoon's  tide,  though  numbers  rather 
than  size  had  to  bo  reckoned  with. — J.  Richardson 
(B  S.A.S.) 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  grand  for  several  days, 
and  very  good  sport  has  been  obtained— mostly  whiting, 
some  flat-fish,  pout,  and  codling — and  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  brought  down  several  anglers,  amongst  them  being 
several  of  the  committee  of  the  B. S.A.S.  and  C.  S. 
Patterson,  Esq.  (hon.  sec.  B. S.A.S.),  who  on  Sunday, 
with  Mr.  Edwards,  landed  four  score,  mostly  whiting ; 
and  on  Monday,  although  Islowing  strong  from  the 
W.S.W.,  he  put  out  in  a  small  boat  with  Mr.  Edwards  and 
son,  but  did  not  land  many  fish.  Messrs.  Glassington  and 
Perks,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday's  fishing,  twenty- 
two  and  a  half  score,  mostly  whiting.  Sunday :  Mr. 
Taylor,  over  two  score ;  while  Messrs.  Vaughan,  Con- 
nellan,  Marshall,  and  feveral  ladies  and  gentlemen,  have 
been  in  the  swim.  Major  Gordon  and  Messrs.  Grube, 
Hills,  and  Behr,  over  six  score,  and  I  understand  Messrs. 
G.  R.  Clark  and  Green  have  been  scoring  well  up. 
Messrs.  Debenham  and  H.  Slade  have  also  done  fairly 
well.  Tuesday,  weather  fine  and  water  in  better  condition, 
and  several  boats  out  and  all  doing  fairly  well.  Mr. 
Oonnellan,  four  and  a  half  score  ;  Mr.  Slade  and  the  two 
Misses  Debenham,  over  four  score  whiting,  codling,  dabs, 
and  pout;  Mr.  Sanderson,  with  two  others,  put  out  about 
three  o'clock,  and  landed  about  7  p.m.  with  six  score. 
To-day  (Wednesday),  fine  first  part  of  day,  and  afternoon 
strong  breeze  sprang  up.  Several  boats  out,  but  con- 
sidering the  stite  of  the  weatker  no  one  had  anything  to 
complain  about.— Edward  Hanger  (Agent  B. S.A.S.), 
Kenwjn.  Noith  Parade. 

Ding'le. — Sport  has  been  good  on  favourable  days  at 
various  kinds  of  fish.  On  one  day  four  anglers  had  twenty- 
three  pollack ;  heaviest,  171b. ;  average  weight,  about  51b. 
Bottom  fishers  had,  on  an  average,  about  thirty  fish 
(principally  gurnard  and  whiting)  te  each  rod  or  hand-line. 
Wsather  now  unsettled,  with  a  high  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Penzance. — Pier-head  fishing  with  rod  and  line  only 
moderate.  Pollack  and  mackerel  are  becoming  scarce. 
Daring  the  past  week  a  shoal  of  bream  came  into  the 
Newlyn  Harbour,  and  afforded  good  sport  to  anglers  by 
early  morning  fishing,  not  otherwise.  At  time  of  writing 
(24th)  weather  unsettled  ;  barometer  falling.— H. 

Flymonth.. — In  this  month  the  chad,  or  young  bream, 
offer  great  sport  to  the  fisherman,  and  they  are  being 
taken  in  great  numbers  in  several  parts  of  the  Sound, 
either  on  the  obopstick  or  a  paternoster  arrangement 
below  the  lead,  using  small  hooks,  absut  No.  8  Limerick, 
baited  with  small  bits  of  rag  worm.  In  fact,  they  will  take 
almost  any  kind  of  bait.  I  have  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  when  all  my  worms  have  been  used  up,  cut  up  a 
chad  and  used  it  for  bait,  and  they  seem  to  go  for  it  just 
as  well  as  worms.  Pouting  are  very  fine  during  this 
month,  and  blain  and  silver  whiting  are  coming  in  the 
Sound.  Some  fine  baskets  of  pollack  have  been  taken  in 
Firestone  Bay,  close  underneath  the  Earl  of  Mount 
Edgoumbe's  winter  residence.  Winter  Villa. — William 
Hearder  (B. S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — There  are  still  plenty  of  mackerel  in 
the  bay,  arid  any  amount  of  silver  whiting  (Sept.  24). 
Good  sport  is  being  bad  by  "railing"  for  mackerel,  say, 
from  two  to  three  miles  off  the  shore.  Pier  anglers  are 
taking  small  billet  and  dabs,  &o.  The  harbour  is  crowded 
with  the  Scotch  herring  fleet,  and  well  ground  baited. 
— H. 

Southend  and  Leigh.— The  weather  forecast  for 
this  district  in  last  week's  F.  G.  was  more  than  borne  out 
by  the  event.  For  fishing  the  weather  conditions  could 
hardly  have  been  improved  upon.  Numerous  parties  wera 
out,  and  met  with  good  sport  under  most  enjoyable  con- 
ditions. The  indications  for  this  week-end  are  not  so 
favourable,  as  the  glass  is  falling,  and  a  very  strong  wind — 
a  gale,  in  fact— is  blowing.  Unless  this  moderates  within 
the  next  forty-eight  hours,  boat  fishing  will  be  diflScult  and 
unpleasant.  _  The  only  chance  would  be  to  board  a 
''  bawley  "  in  the  Bay.  Fish  have  been  scarcer  on  the  east 
side  of  the  pier,  a  fact  which  has  been  attributed,  and  with 
probable  truth,  to  the  heavy  artillery  practice  from 
Shoebury  and  Sheerness.  The  concussion  seems  either  to 
drive  the  fish  away  or  cause  them  to  "  saul,"  in  either  case 
damaging  sport.  There  are  a  few  mullet  about,  but  they 
seem  to  be  uncatchable.  The  steamboat  service  has 
practically  ceased  now  for  the  season,  so  that  angling  will 
36  permitted  from  the  pier  extension.  Barometer  29.1ia. 
falling.  Wind  veering  S.W.  to  N.W.,  very  strrng. 
Weather  dull.  Outlook  for  next  few  days  doubtful.— 
Charles  Hussey  (B. S.A.S.) 

Valentia. — In  the  harbour  some  fair  sport  has  been 
had  at  various  fish.  At  time  of  writing,  however,  sport 
has  been  meagre,  as  the  weather  is  rather  wild  and  cold 
and  wet  for  the  season.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Sea  angling  is  suspended  here  owing  to 
unsettled  weather  and  a  high  sea.  Should  the  weather  get 
seasonable  good  sport  should  be  had  at  various  fish,  which 
are  reported  numerous  at  several  points.  Rock  fishing 
may  now  be  considered  as  over  for  the  year. — T.  J.  D. 


School  Books,  Dictionaries,  Ac,  including  Mr.  Jackson's 
Upright  Writing  0«py  Books,  in  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dum  • 
snaa's  Hease,  F«tter-lane,  Loadoa,  Cfta  Td9  b»d  va  »pi>U«»ti»a. 


Jingling  '^txlnvcs. 

September  30.  _ 

Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  King's  Langley. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

Brompton  :  Supper  match. 

Cliesold  :  Match  at  King's  Langley. 

OoUingwood  :  Monthly  prize  outing. 

Cosy  :  Outing  to  Tonbridge. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Matc'u  at  Richmond. 

Dalston  :  Prize  outings 

Dibdin  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Dulwich  :  Outing  to  Pnlborough. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers  :  Match  at  Palborough. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Jubilee  :  Match  at  Denham. 

United  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ambsrley. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wandsworth  Pise  itorials  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

West  Green :  Outing. 
October  1. 

Central  Association  ;  Monthly  delegate  meeting. 

Dibdin  :  Visit. 
October  3. 

Sundial :  Visit. 
October  4. 

Park  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

West  London  :  Prize  outing. 
October  5. 

Outing. 


Holloway 
October  6 

Gresham  : 
Hounslow 


Outing  to  Leigh. 
;  Dace  competition. 


(Oct.  6  and  7). 


Oct.  7.— 


Nov.  4.—. 


-Battersea  Friendly  :  Prize  outing. 
-Blenheim  :  Outing. 

-Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Guildford. 
-Clapham  Strollers :  Match. 
-Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match. 
-Elgin :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Ashurat. 
-Good  Intent :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
-Junior  Piecatorials  :  Proving  match. 
-North  London  :  Match  at  Bourne  Ead. 
-South  Bermondsey  :  Monthly  outing. 
-Stockwell :  Prize  outing. 
-West  Green  :  Match  at  Staines. 
-West  London  :  Prize  outing. 
-Wimbledon  Piscatoriils  :  Cup  competition. 
-North  London  :  Visit. 
-Oglander :  Outing. 
-Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 
-Allason  United  :  Prize  outing. 
-Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 
-Covent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
-Cobden :  Concert. 
-Camden  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
-Queen's  Pisoatorials  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-Park :  Outing  to  Ware. 
-Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
-Cobden  :  Match. 
-South  Bermondsey  :  Punt  outing. 
-Victoria  Brothers  :  Outintr  to  Bourne  End. 
-A.B.S.  :  Compatition  at  Richmond. 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  mutt 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIZ  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Bunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglera'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C. — The  renting  and  preser- 
vation committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next,  Oct.  1,  at 
8.30  p.m.— R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolens  Society,  Committee  Room?, 
Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill,  W.— 
Angling  Competition.— By  all  anglers  of  all  parts  of 
the_  United  Kingdom,  the  forthcoming  A.B  S.  com- 
petition in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  Thames  at 
Richmond,  on  Nov.  4,  1900,  promises  to  be  well 
patronised.  Prizes  are  rolling  in.  The  latest  are  prizss 
frpm  W.  Wells  and  Co.,  Nottingham;  W.  Bartleet  and 
Sons,  Redditch;  a  dinner  service  from  Mrs.  Messnm, 
Pigeons  Hetel,  Richmond;  Allason  United,  a  piir  of 
warm  blankets.  Wines,  spirits,  cigars,  tea  services,  jugs, 
lamps,  solid  silver  match-boxes,  cruets,  greenheart  and 
other  rods,  taDkle, &  3.  We  meet  every  Thuradiy  at  the 
above  at  9  p.m.  There  will  be  a  double  staff  for  the 
weigh-in;  two  sets  of  scales,  &o.  Send  me  on  your 
prizes.- Ben  Abraha.ms,  Hon.  Sec,  25,  Silver-street 
Notting  Hill  Gate. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — On  the  20th  inst.  a  most  enj3yable  return 
vbit  waa  given  to  the  Royal  George  A  S.  On  the  roll  cill 
the  following  clubs  answered  :  Blenheim,  Camden,  Elgin, 
Golden  Barbel,  Jubil;e,  Sandial,  Brompton,  North 
London,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Bloomsbury  Brothers. 
Their  A.B.  box  contained  £1  ITs.  6d.  The  next  visit  goes 
to  the  Sundial  A.S.,  Windsor  Castle,  Kiog-street, 
Hammersmith,  on  Oct.  3,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster.— J.  W.  Harris. 

Abercom  Angling  Society.  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Our  match  at  Shepperton  was  a 
BHOcess,  Mr,  Pike,  first,  with  barbel  j  A.  Painter,  second, 
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roach  ;  E.  Stuckey,  third,  roach.  We  made  another  new 
member,  Mr.  G.  Brown,  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  Leatherhead. 
— Alf.  Painter. 

Admtr»l  Blate  Angling  Society,  Admiral 
Blake,  Ladbroka  Grove,  W. — Tue  members  of  the  above 
fish  a  match  at  King's  Langley  on  Sept.  30  Members 
meet  at  WilJesden  Juootion  S.is  for  train  nina  o'clock. 
One  rod  only  allowed  ;  canal  only ;  ceasa  fishing  eix  o'clock. 
Membera  ia  arrears  can  pay  over  bar  of  clubhouse. — 
H.  Langton, 

AllaBon  United  Brctker3  Aa^lin?  Sorviaty, 
Duke  of  Sussex  Hotel,  Uibridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate, 
W. — We  have  a  match  (rovitg)  in  the  Thames  at  Windsor 
on  Oct.  14.  Boundiry  from  Eton  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall ; 
tow-path,  main  stream,  bank  only  ;  all  fish  except  jack  and 
eels  to  weigh  ;  no  live  fish  to  be  taken  for  perch  fishing  ; 
catch  own  bait.  Start  fishing  by  signal ;  cease  at  dusk. 
Anglers  will  not  forget  to  call  at  the  Waterman's  Arms. 
We  are  sending  a  capital  pair  of  warm  blankets  to  the 
committee  for  our  prize  for  the  forthcoming  A.B.  Compe- 
tition at  Richmond  on  Nov.  4  — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothezs  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — Members  please  note,  important 
business  next  Wednesday.  Oar  outing  will  take  place  on 
Sept.  30,  from  St.  Margaret's  to  Rye  House  ;  all  members 
to  meet  at  Rose  and  Crown,  6  30  in  the  evening. — G. 
Haynes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Oar  next  match  will 
take  place  at  Twickenham  on  Oct.  14,  from  the  ferry  to 
the  lock,  tow-path  only.  All  to  go  first  (riin  Sunday 
morning  from  Ciapham  Junction ;  stop  fishing  C>  p  m. 
On  Sept.  23  Mr.  Jarrold  weighed-in  51b.  of  roach  from 
the  Lea. — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  ClerkenweU. — 
On  Sept.  23  a  good  many  members  were  out,  and  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs  Brealsforth,  jack  and 
bream ;  Lambert,  roach ;  Shury,  roach  and  dace ; 
Hutchens,  roach ;  Payne,  reach.  Other  members  were 
Ont,  but  met  with  no  eport. — A.  Cripps. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Mason  Arms, 
Bast-street,  Walworth. — Will  all  old  ana  new  members 
notice  the  club  has  been  ohangad  to  ouv  good  old  president's 
houEe  (the  good  old  Shepherd),  and  will  be  open  on  Tues- 
day next  at  the  above  house  ?  Hoping  to  enrol  a  host 
of  new  members,  and  also  give  the  old  friend  of  anglers 
a  bumpsr.  The  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  at  nine 
o'clock  for  club  business,  and  on  Sunday  for  weighing-in 
of  fish.  Hoping  one  and  all  will  not  forget  Tuesday  night 
next. — A.  A.  Cornish. 

Bfttt?r2ea  Psfieadlj  Angling  Sf^lst?  Nag'« 
Head,  Wandsworth-road.  S.W.— On  the  23rd  Mr.  J.  B. 
Baldry  weighed-in  21b.  lOoz.  of  roach.  In  connection  with 
our  match  with  the  Stcckwell  Angling  Society  on  Oct.  7 
I  b  ave  made  arrangements  with  the  railway  company  to  take 
us  for  3i.  3d.  return.  Mr.  W.  W.  Robeits  and  Mr  F. 
Norris  were  elected  as  hon.  members,  and  Mr.  W.  Holker 
as  a  working  member.  Our  half-jearly  meeting  took 
place  on  the  25tb,  when  the  balance  sheet  was  read,  and 
showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  good  financial  condition. 
Tne  following  ofiBoers  were  elected:  Chairman,  Mr.  E. 
Dring  ;  general  secretary,  A.  Dejonge  ;  check  secretary, 
Mr.  E.  Guy;  weigher-iu,  Mr.  G.  Smeed ;  treasurer,  Mr. 
Hudson.  The  committee  is  composed  of  the  following 
gentlemen:  Mr.  G.  Stevi^rs,  H.  V.  Wilson,  G.  Hemens, 
H,  W.  Horton,  and  A.  Addison.— A.  De.tonge. 

Eexmondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
paok,  Bermondsey-street. — There  was  a  fair  show  of  fish 
on  the  trays  on  the  23nd,  Mr.  J.  Martin  heading  the  list 
with  181b.  of  roach  and  bream,  Mr.  J.  Smith  lOjlb.  roach, 
Mr  J.  Wfgley  8^1b.  bream,  one  of  them  a  nice  fish  of 
3ilb.— Alf.  Conn. 

Blenheim  AugUng  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— Since  last  report,  the 
following  have  weighed-in  :  Wilkins,  roach  and  dace,  51b.  ; 
Wilson,  roach,  best  fish  lib.  2oz. ;  Messrs  Pratt,  Chaplais, 
and  Smedmore  also  had  fish.  Will  all  members  please 
attend  if  possible  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  3,  as  it  is 
quarterly  night,  and  several  members  have  to  square  up  so 
as  to  be  able  to  fish  in  club  match  at  Taplow  on  Oct.  7.  I 
was  p'eased  to  see  a  better  attendance  at  the  committee 
meeting  of  the  A.B.S.  comcetition.  And  the  prizes  are 
rolling  in,  amongst  them  a  handsome  fishing  basket  and 
landing  net  with  telescopic  handle  from  Mr  C.  Chaplais, 
Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane. — C.  Chaplais, 

Bloomsbtiry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— On  Sept.  23  Mr.  J.  W. 
Blake  weighed  in  jack,  bream,  and  roach,  4lb.  3|oz. ;  Mr. 
J.  Drew,  bream  and  roach,  31b.  OJoz. ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Stockar, 
rudd  and  roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  F.  S. 
Pavett,  dace.  All  members  are  requested  to  note  Oct.  10 
will  be  quarter  night.— T.  Patebnoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  S.W. — Several  of  our  members  fished 
in  the  Club  and  Institute  match  at  Wcklng  on 
Sept.  23,  and  our  Mr.  E.  Briggs  took  fifth  prize.  All 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  Sept.  30,  match  at 
Bourne  End  ;  Paddington  8  40,  and  a  good  muster  is 
expected.  We  have  sf  van  prizes  to  fnh  for,  and  the  supper 
is  optional.— C.  Ash  by. 

Cambridge  Bsath  3rot!9«?3  A^agrUng  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'e-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,  N  E. — The  following  members  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  23  :  Mr.  R.  Anderson,  with  some  good  roac'a  ;  Mr. 
C.  Pycroft,  roach;  Mr.  G.  Woodward,  roach;  Mr.  R. 
Nursey,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  G.  Almerott,  roach ;  Mr. 
H.  Everett,  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Baines,  roach  ;  Mr.  E.  Argent, 
roach;  Mr.  0.  Wickes,  perch  (the  largest  being  lib.  8j0z  ) ; 
and  Mr.  Elsworthy,  sen.,  with  jack.  Mr.  H.  Everett  was 
re-elected  as  chairman  for  the  next  quarter.  Another  new 
workinj;  member  was  made  last  Tuesday.— E,  H,  Argent. 


Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  Jamea- 

street.  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  the  23rd 
we  had  another  fair  show.  Messrs.  Mann,  roach  from  the 
Thames,  9Jlb.  ;  Cook,  roach,  also  Thames,  61b.  SJcz. ; 
Taylor,  barbel ;  Parker,  a  mixed  take ;  W.  Andrews, 
roach;  Hatch,  bream;  A.  C.  Hoodless,  roach;  A.  B. 
Hoodless,  roach  ;  Adams,  reach ;  and  Brock,  roach.  At 
cur  last  meeting  we  elected  two  more  gentlemen  as 
membei  s.  It  has  been  arranged  that  an  outing  will  take 
place  at  Henley  on  Oct.  21  ;  usual  conditions. — R. 
Marshall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  E.— Our  annnal  outing  on  Sept.  16 
was  a  great  success,  Mr.  Stone  winning  the  cup  and  first 
prize ;  Mr.  Hatton,  second ;  Mr.  Marney,  third.  On 
Sept.  23  Mr.  Sands  weighed-in  a  good  show  of  bream, 
29.b.  ejoz.  ;  Mr.  Lash  wood,  101b.  9oz  —J.  Sands. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  23  :  A.  Hardcastle,  roach ;  R.  Hacon,  jack  and 
perch;  T.  Chates,  roach;  Mr.  Sewell,  roach  and  dace; 
W.  Payers,  roach  ;  Mr.  Watson,  bream.  We  made  four 
new  members  at  our  last  meetiog,  three  working  members 
and  one  hon.  member. — W.  B.  F. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling 
Clubs. — The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  next,  Oct.  1,  at  9  p.m. 

Clspham  Junction  angling  Sooiety,  The 
Clarence.  Winstanley-road,  Ciapham  Junction.  S.W.— 
Our  sixth  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Oct.  7,  at 
Guildford  ;  boundary,  from  Guildford  Bridge  to  Shalford 
Bridge  ;  tow-path  only ;  all  to  cease  fishing  |at  six  o'clock. 
On  Sept.  23  Mr.  H,  Pegg  weighed-in  jack  and  roach. — 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Ciapham  Strollers  AugUng  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Ciapham  Common,  S.W. — During  the  last  week 
we  have  had  some  good  trays  of  fish,  the  following 
members  weighing :  Mr.  Gilling,  tench ;  Mr.  Sandle, 
roach ;  Mr.  Creswaller,  roach ;  Mr.  McLachlan,  roach 
and  dace  ;  H.  Crowther,  jack  and  roach.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  October 
outing. — F.  Bishop. 

ClerkenweU  and  District  United  Viaiting 
List. — Do  not  forget  the  return  visit  to  the  Dibdin  A.S,, 
at  the  St.  Martin,  Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  on  Mon- 
day  next,  Oct.  1.    Rojal  George  please  note. — F.  Oas- 

TELL. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerston,  Clifton- 
road,  Peckham,  S  B. — The  monthly  meetirg  of  the  above 
society  will  take  place  on  Thursday  next,  Oct.  4,  when  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend.  Several  items  of 
importance  to  be  put  before  the  membera.— E.  C. 
Addison. 

Cllssold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Sept.  23  we  had 
an  outing  to  Amberly.  Mr.  Robinson  saved  us  from  a 
blank.  We  fish  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  at  Kings 
Langley  on  Sept.  30.— T.  Faulkner. 

Cobden  AngUni?  Soclet;y,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
rcad,  Westbourne  Park,  W.  —  Only  Mr.  E,  Baxter 
and  Mr.  T.  Collins  weighed-in  on  Sept.  23.  On 
Tuesday  the  concert  committee  wag  elected.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  a  new  secretary 
has  to  be  elected  owiug  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  T. 
Twyman  through  business  engagements.  Date  of  concort, 
Saturday,  Oct.  20 ;  date  of  next  match,  Oct.  28.— A.  S.  H 

Colling  wood  Anglic  g  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B. — "The  last  weigha-in 
were  :  Mr.  Ball,  bream,  2ajlb. ;  Mr.  Jarrett,  131b.  6oz, 
bream  and  perch  (fine  shows) ;  Mr.  Gooding,  carp ;  Mr. 
E.  Elsey,  perch  and  bream.  We  fish  our  monthly  outing 
on  30th  inst.  at  Woking;  roving;  train  from  Waterloo 
8.30;  return  from  Woking  7.56  p.m.  Other  usual 
conditions.    Hope  all  will  turn  up. — F.  P.  SoRQE. 

Cosy  Angling  goclety.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  8.W.— On  Sept.  23  Mr.  J.  T. 
White  weighed-in  roach.  We  have  an  outing  on  Sept.  30 
at  Tonbridge  for  four  prizes. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arma,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— Oa  Sept.  23  Mr.  Outbnsh 
weighed-in  roach ;  Mr.  John  Massey,  roach ;  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, parch ;  and  Mr.  James  Massey,  bream,  roach, 
dace,  and  gudgeon.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Cutbush  and 
John  Massey  had  a  show  of  roach  and  perch.— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  ClerkenweU-green,  B.C.— Since  last 
report  we  have  had  some  good  fish  shown.  Mr.  Macdonnell 
had  a  fine  lot  of  roach  and  bream  from  Amberley  on 
Sept.  23.  Mr.  Haines  has  also  bean  among  them.  Will 
membars  try  to  meet  at  the  Anglers,  Waterman's-lane, 
Richmond,  at  9.30,  on  Sept.  30  ?  Train  from  Farringdon- 
street  at  8  25.  On  Sept.  26  we  had  two  working  members 
proposed,  who  will  be  balloted  for  at  our  next  meeting.— 
G.  H.  Franklin. 

Crjrstal  Palace  District  Angling  Society, 
Alma  Hotel. — At  our  last  meeting  we  had  a  very  nice 
show  of  fish.  Mr.  Edmonds  weighed-in  barbel,  bream, 
dace,  and  chub  caught  at  Walton.  Mr.  Smith  previously 
weighed-in  bream,  lib.  5oz  ,  caught  in  Crystal  Palaca 
Lake,  At  our  last  competition  all  three  prizes  were  takin. 
We  are  arranging  another  prize  outing  to  take  place  early 
in  October.— W.  A.  Norvill. 

^alstcn  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arna, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Sept.  23  a  few  members 
were  out.  Messrs.  Pooock  and  Parram  had  a  nice  show  of 
barbel  and  roach.  On  Tuesday,  Sept.  25,  a  very  good 
attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  members  should 
travel  to  Windsor,  via  North  London  Railway,  and  to 
travel  by  the  7.45  from  Dalston. — S.  Malby. 

Cibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.  —  Since  last  report 
Mr,  Elton  has  weighed-in  a  few  roach,  and  Mr,  Ample- 


ford,  who  had  a  grand  show  of  roach,  three  of  the  heaviest 
fish  weighing  just  over  51b.,  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Cooper  for  preservation.  Our  second  outing  will 
take  place  on  Sept.  30  at  Shiplake,  for  several  good  prizes, 
all  to  go  by  first  train  or  later,  usual  conditions.  During 
the  past  month  we  have  made  three  new  working 
members.  Our  return  visit  on  C.D.V.  list  will  take  place 
on  Monday  next,  Oct.  1,  when  visiting  clubs  will  be 
heartily  welcomed. — E.  Coltman. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The'  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Most  of  our  members 
were  out  to  fish  the  second  match  of  season,  when 
the  following  took  prizes  with  roach :  Messrs.  Abbott, 
first ;  Severns,  second  ;  Bradahaw,  third  ;  Lane,  fourth  ; 
Targett,  fifth.  Several  others  weighed-in.  A  private 
match  takes  placa  on  Oct.  7  at  Marlow. — W.  Jenkins. 

Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel,  East 
Dulwich,  S.B.— Mr.  H.  W.  Exall  went  to  Harlow  on 
Sept.  23  and  had  some  nice  sport  with  perch.  Outing  to 
Pnlborough  takes  place  on  Sept  30.— B.  Dybali.. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham.— On  Sept.  23  Mr.  Wells  won  Mr. 
H.  S.  Warwick's  prize  with  61b.  loz.  of  dace  and  roach. 
Messrs.  CuUen,  a  perch  13;0z. ;  Rencher,  roaoh ;  Ashmore, 
perch  ;  Biggs,  perch.  Mr.  Balaam's  prize,  Harlow  (open), 
to  be  fished  for  on  Sept.  30  —J.  Biggs. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Regent, 
Beresford-street,  Walworth. — Since  last  report  we  have 
had  several  good  shows  of  roaoh  and  bream  weighed-in  by 
Mr.  Rosser,  Mr.  Hatch,  Mr.  Rise  Brook,  Mr.  Rosser, 
jan. ,  all  from  Pulborough.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend 
to  arrange  October  prize  outing;  we  have  some  special 
prizes  given  us  for  this  outing. — C.  Rosser. 

Oolden  Barbel  AugUng  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On  - 
the  23rd  Mr.  Bllins  had  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Verity, 
roach.  Next  Tuesday  being  quarterly  night  I  should  like 
to  see  all  members  attend  tor  election  of  officers,  &o. — 
A.  W.  Bllins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Grown,  Ohnrch- 
street,  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Philpott  brought  in  some  good 
roaoh  from  the  Lea  ;  Mr.  Thompson  showed  161b.  of  good 
claES  roach  ;  Mr.  Maybury  had  a  nice  jack.  The  members 
will  fish  for  eight  prizes  on  Oct.  7,  at  Pangbourne.  First 
prize,  £2  2s.  ;  second,  £1  Is.;  all  the  rest,  lOs.  6d.  each. 
Membera  don't  forget — nine  o'clock  from  Paddington.— 
R.  Murphy. 

Haroonrt    AngUnip  Society,    Harooart  Arms, 

Haroourt-street,  N.W.— We  had  a  very  poor  show  on 
Sept.  23,  only  a  few  roach  and  bream  being  shown.  I 
hope  we  shall  see  some  better  shows  a  bit  later  in  the 
season.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Harlesdeu  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Hifh- 
street,  Harlesden. — A  match  has  been  arranged  to  take 
place  at  Rickmansworth  on  Sept.  30,  for  four  prizes; 
first  train  from  Neasden  Station.  Mr.  Ide  again  weighed- 
in  a  nice  show  of  dace  and  roaoh.  Mr.  Wocdbouse,  6Ib. 
of  bream  from  Langley.  Members  please  note  that  next 
meeting  is  quarterly  night  for  election  of  officers,  &c. 
Three  new  prizes  have  been  added  to  list  open  for  the 
season. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-road,  flolloway,  N.— Messrs.  S.  Stone, 
with  roaoh,  dace,  and  perch,  8lb.  14oz.  (one  dace  15|oz,), 
and  on  another  occasion  roach  and  dace,  41b.  lloz.  (one 
roach  lib.  7|oz.);  T.  A.  Shaw,  one  jack  71b.  13oz ;  and 
J.  F.  C.  Gehrling,  barbel  and  roaoh,  41b.  IOjz.,  are  the 
only  members  to  weigh-in  up  to  last  Wednesday. — E. 
Wymer. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society,  HoUoway  Station 
Hotel,  HoUoway,  N.— A  nice  brace  of  grayling,  weighing 
41b.,  was  caught  by  Mr.  A.  Stevens.    Messrs.  J._ Stockton  J 
and  G.  Johnson  had  good  sport  in  the  Thames  with  roach,  I 
perch,  and  jack  (roach  up  to  lib.).    We  hops  to  have  a  f 
good  muster  at  our  outing  on  Oct.  5,  for  Leighton.  We 
meet  at  7  a.m.  at  Euston. — A.  C.  Clayton. 

Hounslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — On  Sept.  2G  ■ 
Mr.  John  Morgan  presided  over  a  large  meeting.  Some 
good  takes  were  reported.    Mr.  Duke,  roach,  dace,  some 
good  trout,  and  a  brace  of  fine  chub ;  Mr.  Brougham,  • 
roach,  dace,  chub,  and  a  nice  jack ;  Mr.  Whenman,  a  jack  ; 
and  Mr.  Allen  Morgan,  roach.   We  hold  a  dace  competi- 
tion in  the  Thames  on  Oct.  6  and  7;  best  dish  of  six.  ; 
Will  members  who  have  not  yet  entered  kindly  do  so  as 
early  as  possible  ?— J.  M.  Beodgham. 

Hoztou  Brothers  AugUng  Society,  Spread  : 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Sept.  23  we 
had  a  roving  match  at  Harlow,  and  fished  for  six  prizes. 
The  principal  winners  were  Messrs.  Cole,  first,  roach; 
Wiltshire,  second,  roach ;  Bishop,  third,  perch  ;  Norman, 
fourth,  roach ;  Bailey,  fifth,  roach ;  Gregory,  sixth,  roach. 
Twenty-two  members  competed.  Our  concert  and  visit 
of  Sept.  25  was  a  grand  success.  Mr.  Ben  Marler,  chair  ; 
Mr,  Ted  Brockett,  vice.  The  principal  singers  were 
Messrs.  Marler,  Cole,  M.  Hunt,  W.  Stretch,  J.  Haggett, 
Will  Fuller,  Milner,  Jordan,  Hamilton,  Norman,  and  H. 
Deveral;  pianist,  Mr.  Barling,  of  the  Cutters'  and 
Warehousemen's  Society,  Fifteen  clubs  were  represented. 
— B.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road,  N.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  23 :  Mr.  J.  Searl,  81b.  IJ^oz.  of  roach  (heaviest 
lib.  lljoz.) ;  Mr.  J.  Howard,  71b.  9ioz.  of  roach;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Herbert,  51b.  10|oz.  roach,  dace,  and  perch  ;  Mr.  J.  Croker, 
31b.  12ioz.  of  roach ;  Mr.  Wilkes  also  weighed-in  roach. 
Other  members  had  fish,  but  were  up  too  late  to  weigh. 
We  met  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Benny  in  the  chair,  when  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  match  at  Burnt  Mill  on  Sept.  30,  all  to  go  by  one  train 
and  return  by  same.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  BruDiwiok-street,  Backney-roai,  N.E,— Sept.  30 
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being  the  last  day  for  weighiog-in  for  the  epeoial  monthly 
prizes,  I  hope  members  will  finish  up  with  some  good 
shows.  Messrs.  Charters  and  Austin  were  the  only  two 
members  who  weighed-in  on  Sept.  23. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road. — Since  our  last  report  we  have  had  two  shows  of 
fish  weighed-in  by  Mr.  Eediagton  from  the  Thames. 
Other  members  were  out,  and  met  with  very  poor  sport. 
I  hope  members  will  not  forget  our  mitch  on  Sept.  30  at 
Denham  Strait.  We  start  first  train  from  Westbourne 
Park,  or  any  subsequent  train. — G.  Bence. 

Iiimelionse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India  Dock-road,  E. — Oar  outings  have  been 
miserable  failures,  only  one  member  (Mr.  Cloake)  taking 
fish  up  to  our  standard.  On  Oct.  3  fresh  dates  will  be 
arranged.  All  arrangements  are  now  complete  for  the 
"  Cinderella"  to  be  held  at  the  Limehonse  Town  Hall  on 
Nov.  1.  Tickets  (33.  61.  double,  23.  single)  can  be 
obtained  of  the  committee.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  see 
any  angling  friends. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Idlnoolu  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win 
ohester-street,  N. — On  Sept.  23  the  following  weighed-in 
Mr.  Killiok,  151b.  3oz.  of  roach;  Mr.  Cook,  101b,,  one 
roach  lib.  12Joz.,  a  very  handsome  Thames  fish ;  Mr, 
Symes,  41b. ;  Mr.  Eichards,  31b.  2Joz. ;  Mr.  Sturman,  Mr. 
Stevens,  R.  Watling,  and  W.  Watling  also  having  fish 
Mr.  H.  Owen  was  made  an  honorary  members.  —  W 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling   Asaociation,  Bee  Hotel, 

Queen-square.— On  Sept.  20  the  members  fished  for  some 
prizes  in  the  Dee.  Result :  Mr.  J.  Pennington,  first, 
12|lb. ;  Mr.  I.  H.  Jefferies,  second,  5|lb.  j  and  Mr.  R 
Wilson,  third,  3|lb,  All  Mr.  Jefferies'  citch,  but  one 
daoB,  were  gudgeon,  and  a  rare  show  of  these  fish  he  had 
to  be  sure.  The  above  weights  are,  of  course,  club  limit 
the  gross  weights,  if  all  the  fish  caught  had  been  weighed, 
would  have  been  one  half  more  ;  and  this  though  the  water 
was  very  low  and  clear,  and  the  fish  could  be  seen  taking 
the  bait.  To-morrow  (Sept.  27)  we  visit  the  St.  Helen's 
water  in  a  return  friendly  match  with  a  hot-pot  at  the 
finish  to  wind  up  with,  and  no  doubt  the  reunion  will  be  a 
very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  function.  On  Oct.  4  we  again 
compete  in  the  Dee  at  Bangor  for  some  prizes,  when 
bouncing  catches  will  no  doubt  be  the  order  of  the  day, 
The  members'  thanks  are  hereby  given  to  Mr.  W.  Parry, 
Royal  Oak  Hotel,  Bangor,  for  the  range  of  good  prizes  he 
has  generously  given  to  this  association.  The  proprietor 
of  the  Green  Man  Grill,  Wrexham,  kindly  promises  a 
guinea,  and  we  also  beg  to  thank  him  very  heartily  for  it. 
Trout  are  decidedly  going  off,  and  anglers  should  return 
any  that  are  not  up  to  the  mark. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Societyv 
White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Since  the  last 
report  anglers  have  had  a  fair  amount  of  sport  from  the 
Beeleigh  waters  during  the  past  fortnight.  Mr.  J.  Free- 
man, jun.,  has  had  a  few  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace, 
over  201b.  in  all.  Mr.  Lewis  has  also  been  successful  with 
roach  and  dace,  taking  over  281b.,  and  a  few  jick.  Mr.  S 
Vince  and  T.  Springett  had  a  good  show  of  roach  and  dace. 
Messrs.  Bhrens,  Horner,  and  White  were  successful  on  the 
23rd  inBt.  with  roach  and  dace.  Anglers  wishing  to  fish 
the  Langford  waters  should  apply  to  Mr.  F.  Wakelin,  of 
Langford  Hall,  for  tickets— season,  63.  each  ;  day  tickets. 
Is.  each.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  from  Mr.  T. 
Wrake,  of  the  White  Lion  Inn,  Maldon.— P.  Keen. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cloudesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Islington,  N.— The  above  society 
is  beginning  to  look  up,  several  members  weighing  in  very 
well  this  last  week  or  two.  Our  sec,  Mr.  Ingham,  having 
to  leave  us  on  account  of  business  taking  him  away  to 
Yorkshire,  we  gave  him  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  the 
way  he  has  worked  for  us  since  he  has  been  in  office.  Mr. 
J.  Dodd  was  appointed  sec.  pro  tern. — J.  Dodd. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Sept,  23 
our  members  got  another  very  nice  ehow  of  fish  from  the 
river  Lea.  Messrs.  E.  Lamb,  roach  j  H.  Hart,  roach  and 
dace;  W.  Smith,  roach;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach ;  C.Lamb, 
sen.,  roach;  W.  Davis,  roach;  S.  Burrett,  roach.  On 
Sept.  26  our  members  made  up  their  minds  to  visit  the 
club-room,  and  a  very  nice  muster  there  was,  and  they 
were  pleased  to  see  Mr.  C.  Limb,  sen.,  our  president,  back 
m  the  chair.  We  also  made  another  new  member.— G 
Taylee. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 

Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.- On  the  23rd  the  only 
member  to  weigh-in  was  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  with  roach. 
Several  of  the  members  were  out,  but  were  unsuccessful. 
On  Oct.  7  we  fish  a  match  for  four  prizes  in  the  Thames 
at  Bourne  End.  Boundary,  from  Cookham  Bridge  to 
Bourne  End  Bridge.  On  Oct.  8  we  take  a  visit  on  the 
No.  2  Eastern  Visiting  List,  when  I  hope  to  be  favoured 
with  the  company  of  the  members  of  all  the  clubs  on  the 
list.  On  this  occasion  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  P. 
Newton,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  and  I  hope  he  will  be 
well  supported, — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.B.— On  Sept.  23  Messrs. 
Myers  and  Burnham  weighed-in  roach,  chub,  and  dace. 
Mr.  MuUer  had  some  fine  perch  from  the  Thames.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  0.  C.  Clarke  was  elected  a  working  member 
of  this  society.  Onr  next  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Oct.  8.  Those  who  attend  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
October  will  hear  of  something  to  their  advantage,  I 
trust  all  the  committee  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  an 
important  matter  must  be  arranged.— H.  W.  Moksan 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Grown 
ana  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— A  few 
roach  and  dace  were  weighed-in  on  Sept.  23  by  Messrs. 
Birch.  Slade,  and  Davis.  Wednesday,  Oct.  10,  is  general 
meeting  night.  A  special  meeting  takes  place  on  the  same 
evenuig  to  distribute  the  prize  fund,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  attend.— Geokge. 


Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Peckham,  8.B. — Several  members 
out  on  23rd,  _  with  varied  suncess.  Messrs.  Hart  and 
Steedman  weighed  again  from  Pulborough,  thesa  two 
being  in  the  running  for  speciil  prizes  given  by  Mr.  11. 
Coleman  for  sross  weight  for  month  and  largest  specimen 
roach.  Mr.  Hirt  still  leads.  We  are  open  for  a  few  good 
working  members. — T.  G.  Gikbs. 

Royal  George  Angling  dociety.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Sept.  23  we  had  some 
specimen  fish  upon  our  trays  by  Messrs.  Pope,  J.  Trotter, 
chub  and  carp._  Mr.  H.  Lewis  also  weighed-in  roach,  &c. 
Our  return  visit  last  week  was  a  grand  success.  Mr.  G. 
Holder  (Mitre)  took  the  chair  ;  Mr.  Saunders,  pianist.— 
J.  Gibbons, 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society.  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  B.— On  Sept.  23  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  J,  Stanley,  roach ;  E.  Perry,  perch.  The  auditing 
took  place  on  the  20;h,  and  the  books  found  correct.  Prize 
outing  next  meeting. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Bising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington-cross,  S.B. — We  had  a  good  muster  of 
members  on  Thursday,  the  20th,  when  it  was  proposed  by 
the  committee,  and  approved  of  by  the  members  present, 
that  Mr.  A.  Porter's  prize  is  to  be  given  to  first  member 
weighing-in  a  jack  over  81b.,  providing  he  give  the  fish  to 
Mr,  Porter.  On  Sept.  23  Mr.  E.  Beale,  Mr,  Every,  J, 
Rosser,  F.  Page,  8.  Cooper,  and  J,  Donaldson  weighed-ih, 
— J.  Leighton. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  Sept.  23  and 


25  Mr.  K.  Jacobs  weighed-in  trout  (largest  '21b.  3oz.,. 
Hope  all  members  wiU  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  to  arrange 
outing. — R.  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisoa 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.B.— On  Sept.  23  Mr. 
P,  Allum  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  fish,  several  roach 
going  over  lib,,  the  largest  nearly  21b. ;  Mr.  W,  Costin  also 
weighed-in  bream.  Several  of  onr  members  attended 
the  club  union  contest  at  Woking,  but  without  success. — 
J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell 
road.  Stepney,— The  following  weighed-in  on  Sept,  23 
Messrs,  Jewson,  Rushton,  Jolly  (bream),  Guard  and  Fair 
bourne  (roach).  Quarterly  night  Friday,  Sept,  28. 
Members  please  attend,  important  business.— W.  B, 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset 
road,  Clapham. — The  following  weighed-in  on  Sept.  23  ; 
Messrs.  Barker,  Lucas,  R.  Tivel,  Anstey,  Jenkins,  and 
Adams.  The  next  meeting  night  has  been  postponed  from 
Tuesday,  Oct.  2,  to  Wednesday,  Oct.  3,  to  enable 
delegates  to  attend  Battersea  Friendly  A.S.  and  report  on 
final  arrangements  for  the  match  at  Yalding  on  Oct.  7.— 
Thos.  Lucas. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,   The  Commercial 
Hotel,  Martin-street,  Stratford,  E.— On  Sept.  23  the 
following  weighed-in :    Messrs.   Hobbs,  roach— several 
pounders  ;  Simmons,  bream  ;  Payne,  roach.    Mr.  Hobb 
also  weighed-in  some  nice  roach  on  Sept,  26.— J,  A 
Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Wicdaor  Castle,  King 
street.  Hammersmith,  —  On  Sept.  23  Mr.  Cartwright 
weighed-in  101b.  7|lb,  roach;  Mr.  Barber,  bream.  We 
have  a  combined  outing  and  match  with  the  Brompton 
A.S.  and  club  match  at  Bourne  End  from  Cookham 
Look  to  Spade  Oak  Ferry,  and  Townsend  Boathouse  to 
Marlow  Lock ;  bank  only  ;  weigh-in  by  6  45.  Sapper  at 
seven  o'clock,  and  return  by  the  8.55  train ;  leave  West- 
bourne  Park  by  first  train  to  Bourne  End,  There  are  Mr, 
King's  cup  and  several  other  prizes  to  fish  for ;  conditions 
for  same  can  be  seen  on  day  of  match, — W,  Lock, 

United  Old  Friends'  Angling  Society,  Riilway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich.— Our  quarterly  meeting 
was  held  last  Tuesday,  We  have  had  a  very  succjasful 
three  months,  having  made  sixteen  new  members  during 
that  time.  The  following  members  have  had  fish  this 
week-end,  Sept.  22  and  23  :  J,  Copus,  bream,  71b.  12oz.  ; 
C.  Askew,  bream;  W.  Clarkson,  an  eel,  21b.  5Joz. ;  H. 
Avon,  roach  ;  H.  Ward,  tench  :  W.  M.  Smith,  roach.' 
W.  M.  Smith. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N,W,  —  On 
Sept,  23  the  following  brothers  weighed  in:  Messrs 
Austin,  roach  and  perch  ;  J,  Toothill,  roach;  W.  Toothill, 
gudgeon  ;  Smith,  roach  and  barbel.  We  have  an  outing 
to  Bourne  End  on  Oct.  38.  We  are  still  making  new 
members. — W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S,W,  —  We  made  another 
working  member  on  Wednesday  last  and  received  the 
report  of  our  delegates  to  the  A,B.S.  Competition  Com- 
mittee, showing  that  everything  is  proceeding  well.  We 
have  arranged  for  our  next  outing  to  take  place  on  Oct.  21 
next,  at  Bourne  End  ;  Cookham  Bridge  and  Marlow  Lock ; 
bank  only.  Two  rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh ;  live  bait  to  be 
caught.  Prize,  &c.,  to  be  settled  next  Wednesday,  Mr, 
Templeman  saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Sept,  23.— W. 
W.  D. 

Walthamatow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Porest-road,  Walthamstow.  —  On  Sept.  23,  at 
Amberley,  the  weather  was  glorious,  but  the  sport  was 
poor,  only  one  prize  being  taken.  We  had  a  decent  show 
of  fish- jack,  perch,  chub,  bream,  and  roach— by  members 
from_  other  parts.  We  made  two  new  members  last 
meeting,  and  more  are  coming. — M.  Schocke. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St,  John-street-road,  N.— 
Our  members  continue  showing  some  good  bream,  two 
largest  31b.  lloz,  and  31b.  5oz.  respectively.  We  have  also 
had  111b.  14oz.  of  flounders  weighed-in. — M.  Cuddon. 

Walworth  Waltouians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Walworth,  S.B.— There  will  be  an  open 
competition  on  Sept.  30,  bank  or  punt,  when  the  lapsed 


prize  will  be  competed  for,  with  another  added  for  the 
outing.— W.  Wrav. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  smoking  concert 
held  last  Tuesday  was  a  huge  success.  Members  will 
oblige  by  turning  up  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  prize  outing. 
Mr.  Gorden  weighed-in  some  nice  bream  and  roach. — W. 
Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road.,  N.— On  the  23rd  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  Barton,  bream  and  roach ;  Mr.  Lee,  bream ;  Mr. 
Styman,  bream;  Mr.  Snead,  roach.  Mr.  Renn  also  had 
fish. — H.  Heib. 

West  Oreen  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N. — By  kind  permission  of  our  member,  Mr. 
Stanley  Pearce,  we  fish  his  lake,  at  Stainea,  on  Oct.  7. 
Three  new  members  were  proposed,  making  twenty  this 
year.— Alfred  G.  Hill. 

We«5  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.- Our  members  were 
out  on  the  23rd,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fieh  :  Mr. 
Pethurst,  Mr.  Homer,  Mr.  Bowls,  Mr.  Vale,  Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  J.  Newton,  jun.,  Mr.  J.  Newton,  sen., 
Mr.  Lowther.  All  weighed-in  roach ;  also  Mr.  Burling. 
I  hope  our  members  will  not  forget  that  it  is  our  monthly 
meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  and  the  half-yearly  balance- 
sheet  will  be  there,  and  to  arrange  for  a  match.— R. 
Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — We  have  arranged  a  club  match  for  six 
prizes  (any  public  water),  on  Oct.  4.  Members  fishing  on 
the  4th  must  give  notice  at  the  clubhouse  on  or  before  the 
morning.- J.  J.  Hunter. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N.— On  Sept.  23  the  following  had  fish  : 
F.  H._  Beaumont,  bream;  D.  Thorpe,  een.,  bream; 
D,  Knight,  bream;  W,  Anthony,  roach;  Thorpe,  jun., 
roach;  W^.  Butler,  roach;  W.  Williams,  jick.— W.  E. 
Beaumont, 

Willow  Bridge  Inn  Fishing  Club,  9,  Liverpool- 
street,  Leicester. — We  held  our  first  fishing  match  in  the 
canal  at  Cossington  on  Sept.  23,  ■  when  the  following 
members  weighed-in  for  prizes  :  First,  H,  Barnes ;  second, 
J,  Springthorp  ;  third,  W.  Pegg ;  H.  Parker,  W.  Garner, 
F.  Barnes,  G.  Baysley,  and  G.  Power.  Prize  distribution 
on  Monday  night.  After  the  usual  business 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — W,  H.  Parker. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon.— The  result  of  the  outing  on  Sspt.  23  was  as 
under:  Mr.  Bovie,  first;  Mr.  J.  Gallie,  second;  Mr, 
Coleman,  third.  The  chief  prize-taker's  catch  included  a 
chub  of  2  lb.  Mr.  S.  Peskett  has  had  perch  from  club 
water,  and  Mr.  McBean  roach  from  the  Thames.  Mr. 
Peskett  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Bovie  took  in  private  water  near 
Wimbledon,  in  an  evening's  fishing,  351b.  of  good  bream. 
The  second  competition  for  the  silver  cup  comes  off  on 
Oct.  7  at  Weybridge.  Final  pirticular*  will  be  announced 
next  week. — Hon,  Sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— Several  members 
booked  out  this  week  with  poor  results.  The  following 
weighed-in:  Mr,  H,  Webb,  bream;  Mr.  J.  Hicks,  bream. 
The  secretary  tendered  his  resignation,  and  Mr,  J,  How- 
croft  was  elected  aa  secretary.  During  the  evening  Mr, 
J ,  Wade,  of  the  Central,  paid  us  a  surprise  visit.  All  the 
members  present  were  most  pleaaed  to  welcome  him,  and 
trust  it  will  not  be  long  before  he  will  visit  us  again. — J. 
Wensley, 


a  very 


CENTRAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION.  • 
(Original  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  Moss-street,  Liverpool.) 

The  Central  have  their  hands  full  at  present  with 
matches.  On  Sept,  20  they  brought  off  a  very  pleasant 
match  at  Bangor-on-Dee,  the  following  being  the  prize 
winners:  Mr.  Jefferies,  51b.  13oz,,  first ;  Mr,  Cbetwycd, 
31b.  llioz,,  second;  Mr.  White,  21b.  4Joz.,  third.  Mr. 
Jefferies's  catch  consisted  of  51b,  9|oz.  of  gudgeon  and 
one  roach — a  very  extraordinary  circumstance  for  this 
district.  A  match  is  fixed  to  take  place  at  Rossett  in  the 
Dee  and  Alyn  on  Oct.  7,  for  which  a  gold  medal  and 
other  prizes  are  offered.  Also  two  additional  matches  for 
Oct.  11  and  Oct.  21,  and  members  are  specially  requested 
to  attend  the  meeting  on  Monday  to  arrange  where  the 
latter  two  will  be  fished.  Mr,  W.  Fergueson,  who  has 
been  fishing  the  Carlinwark  Loch  at  Cartee  Douglas, 
Scotland,  has  had  a  splendid  time  among  the  pike,  killing, 
in  one  day,  twelve  good  fish  with  the  Wagtail,  Angling 
in  the  rivers  in  this  district  is  at  present  comparatively 
poor,  and  not  likely  to  improve  till  we  have  a  good  deal 
of  rain,  Jno.  Wishart  (BEon  Sec.) 


THE  FOREIGNER  AND  THE  FISHCDREEj 
"Onlookee"  writes  to  the  Northern  Ensign:  "The 
foreign  fishcurer  is,  as  a  rule,  not  very  well  liked  by  the 
locil  ourers.  True,  the  dislike  is  not  openly  shown,  but  it 
exists  nevertheless.  For  one  thing  he  is  very  wealthy,  and 
is  generally  able  to  pay  a  bigger  price  for  the  green  fish 
than  our  own  curers.  That  is  one  reason  why  they  do  not 
care  for  him.  An  instance  in  which  a  German  curer 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  a  number  of  his  brothers  in 
trade  happened  quite  recently.  A  shot  of  about  100  crans 
was  being  disposed  of,  and  the  last  bid  was  223,  It 
seemed  likely  as  if  there  was  to  be  no  more  bidding  ;  but 
the  auctioneer  appeared  to  be  rather  reluctant  to  let 
them  go  at  that  price.  Taking  a  look  at  the  herrings 
and  then  at  the  crowd,  he  commenced  shouting. 
What ;  only  22i.  for  these  beautiful  herrings  r 
Come  on,  gentlemen,  come  on  !  Why,  they  are 
worth  double  the  money  ! '  But  the  gentlemen  were 
apparently  not  disposed  to  come  on,  and  the  auctioneer 
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was  ]ast  abandoning  hope  of  realising  a  larger  price  when 
our  German  friend  appeared  on  the  scene.  The  salesman 
noticed  him,  and  feelicg  pretty  confident  that  now  there 
was  a  chance  of  increasing  the  bidding,  in  a  loud  voice  so 
as  to  attract  the  foreigner's  attention,  he  shouted,  'For 
the  last  time,  223.'  This  produced  the  desired  effect,  for, 
after  glancing  at  the  herrings,  onr  friend  quietly  exclaimed. 
Forty  shillings  ! '  Everyone  looked  at  him  in  amaze- 
ment. '  I  beg  your  pardon,'  remarked  the  salesman,  '  I 
did  not  catch  what  you  said.'  'Forty  shillings,'  coolly, 
repeated  the  stranger,  as  he  glanced  round  the  crowd  with 
a  curious  smile  on  his  lips.  If  ever  humanity  was 
staggered  it  was  on  this  occasion ;  and  the  remarks  that 
were  passed  regarding  the  foreigner  were  the  reverse  of 
complimentary." 


A  "  FISHY  "  ADVENTURE. 
It  was  terribly  hot  as  the  fisherman  sat, 

With  his  feet  hanging  over  the  boat ; 
And  he  thought,  as  he  fanned  his  red  face  with  his  hat, 

That  he  would  not  mind  being  a  float. 
His  bottle  was  empty,  his  sandwicTies  done, 
He  had  fished  all  the  morning  and  hadn't  caught  one- 
He  could  scarcely  expect  to  in  such  a  bright  sun. 

He  bent  down  to  gaze  thro'  the  depths  at  the  spot 

Where  his  line  hung  all  limp  from  his  rod ; 
He  rnay  have  been  sleeping— he  says  he  was  not 

(His  liquor  was  potent— the  sun  very  hot, 
Not  to  mention  the  fact  that  he'd  finished  the  lot) ; 

But  he  owns  he  indulged  in  a  nod. 
Not  for  long  could  the  question  remain  a  surmise. 
For  below,  in  the  water,  he  saw  with  surprise, 
A  bream,  201b.,  which  was  winking  both  eyes. 

His  hand  to  his  rod  imperceptibly  stole. 

And  selecting  the  juiciest  "  lob," 
He  carefully  dropped  it  right  into  the  hole, 

And  waited  to  see  his  float  bob. 
You  may  picture  his  fright  when  the  monster  arose 
And  said,  with  a  yawn,  very  close  to  his  toes, 
"  Don't  put  that  disgusting  thing  under  my  nose." 

"  I'm  sorry,"  he  stammered.    "  There  !  that  is  enough," 

Kesponded  the  fish  with  a  lurch. 
"  Just  look  at  your  bait,  black,  slimy,  and  tough. 

Such  a  thing  is  not  fit  for  a  perch. 
Besides,  you  annoy  me— such  splashing  about- 
Hit  my  tail  with  your  punt  pole,  you  troublesome  lout. 
Come  !  take  your  own  hook,  or  I'll  drown  you— clear  out ! 

"  I'm  really  distressed  "  "  Stop  a  bit,"  said  the  fish, 

I  ve  got  an  idea  for  a  spree. 
You're  thirsty  and  hot,  for  a  bath  you  might  wish. 

Suppose  you  change  places  with  me." 
And  before  the  poor  fisher  could  move  lip  or  limb 
He  was  rolling  and  splashing  about  in  the  "  swim," 
And  the  bream  in  the  boat  nodding  gaily  at  him. 

"  What  a  beautiful  man,"  he  could  hear  thejbream  say, 

And  he  quickly  selected  a  bait ; 
But  the  fisherman  hastily  darted  away 

At  the  thought  of  what  might  be  his  fate. 
It's  simply  absurd,"  he  exclaimed  in  a  pet, 

I'm  perfectly  sure  I'm  not  dreaming,  and  yet 
Here  am  I  in  the  water  and  not  a  bit  wet. 

He  exclaimed  with  a  groan,  "  Oh,  it  must  be  a  dream  ! 

I  must  clear  out  at  once  from  this  pool. 
If  a  boat  came  along  they  might  frighten  that  bream, 

But  I  should  look  rather  a  fool. 
I  certainly  feel  much  more  cool  than  at  first, 
And  I  shouldn't  mind  being  so  strangely  immersed 
If  mere  water  could  quench  my  habitual  thirst. 

That  moment  a  pop  seemed  to  sound  through  the  pool 

That  thrilled  him  right  down  to  his  toes. 
A  whiskey  and  soda,  all  fizzing  and  cool, 

Dropped  gently  right  under  his  nose. 

Old  Scotch,"  he  exclaimed,  with  a  rapture  unfeigned, 
X.^  snatched  at  the  tumbler,  and  speedily  drained 
Till  there  was  not  the  tiniest  drop  that  remained, 

"  Oh,  goednees !  "  he  shrieked,  "  someone's  pnllina  mv 
throat,"  *  ' 

And  he  darted  about  like  an  eel ; 
When  he  chanced  to  look  up,  and  caught  sight  of  the  boat, 

Ana  he  saw  the  bream  winding  his  reel. 
And  the  fisherman  knew  with  a  horrible  dread 
As  his  breath  came  in  gasps,  and  his  legs  were 'like  lead, 
lhat  the  bream  he  had  fished  for  had  caught  him  instead. 

He^  could  struggle  no  more,  for  the  line  was  drawn  tight 
And  he  lay  ca  the  top  quite  unmanned ;  ' 
And  the  bream  said  aloud,  "  He's  a  poor  one  to  fight 
I  can  reach  him,  I  think,  with  my  hand."  ' 
Wijih  the  wUdest  of  gasps  as  he  felt  he  must  choke, 
He  gave  one  last  rush— the  line  suddenly  broke— 
And  the  terrified  fisherman  started— and  woke. 

"  horrible  dream— how  distinct  and  how  odd— 

I  don  t  care  to  stay  in  the  boat. 
Why,  something  is  pulling  the  top  of  my  rod 

And  I  can't  see  a  trace  of  my  float !  ' 
It's  a  bream  !    It's  a  monster  !    My  turn,  I  opine." 
He  snatched  at  the  rod,  and  then  bing  went  the  line— 
«  ^'■u^  minutes'  interval  for  spasmodic  utterances.) 

Well,  tetter  your  gullet,  poor  beggar,  than  mine  !  " 

MooLiE  Yabboeodsh. 


First  Oyster  :  "  This  is  indeed  a  hard  world  for  us." 
Second  Oyster:  Yea.  Everyone  seems  to  be  trying  to 
put  U8  down,"  J  » 


^offings  bp  t^e  iSap. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  Oct,  1,  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 

Lord  Cuezon  hopes  to  have  some  lion  shooting  in  the 
Gir  Forest,  one  of  the  few  remaining  spots  in  India  whexe 
the  maneless  lion  of  Gujarat  is  still  preserved.  His 
autumn  tour  also  includes  the  holding  of  a  durbar  at 
Eajkot  and  the  inspection  of  an  elephant  kheddah  in 
Mysore  and  of  gold  mining  in  the  Kolar  fields.  When  my 
lord  has  had  "  enough  "  of  lions  and  elephants  he  should 
have  a  day  on  the  Thames  with  the  A.B.S.  He  would 
not  see  such  a  sight  in  all  his  travels  abroad. 


"  Here  we  are  again!  "  It  may  be  rather  early,  but 
Christmas  is  coming.  This  is  from  a  contemporary : 
"The  Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society  have 
arranged  a  big  rowing  match  on  the  Thames  for  Oct.  14 
from  Eton  Bridge  to  Surly  Hall."  Now  I  do  not  believe 
"  Ben  "  intends  taking  his  boys  out  rowing.  What  he  does 
mean  is  that  they  may  go  out  "  roving  "—that  is,  the 
members  of  the  club  may  go  where  they  choose. 

 >  ♦■♦■♦^  

"  Now  " 

Sure,  Paddy  was  an  Irishman,  as  Paddies  mostly  are, 
Could  snare  a  hare,  or  find  a  fish,  or  drive  a  jaunting  car  ; 
And  at  "  Factions  "  with  shillalegh  he  could  play  a  manly 
part, 

But  he  was  not  quite  conversant  with  the  Photographic 
Art. 

It  happened  that  a  man  from  Town  on  "  pike-ing  "  mainly 
bent. 

Had  pawned  his  watch  and  sold  his  shirt,  and  then  to 
Cullen  went ; 

And  he  took  with  him  his  Cam-e-ra,  with  view  a  view  to 
take, 

But  as  yet  had  seen  no  scene  that  would  a  pretty  picture 
make. 

The  hills  and  dales  had  charmed  him,  and  the  bog  had 

held  him  tight, 
The  noble  rocks  and  stately  firs  had  filled  him  with 

delight ; 

But  a  sometliiny  still  was  wanted,  and  he  prayed  that  he 
might  meet 

With  some  handsome  human  "  objects,"  just  a  picture  to 
complete. 

We're  told— and  that  it's  true,  it  is,  it's  certain  sure  as 
fate— 

That  everything  will  come  to  one,  if  one  will  only  wait ; 
So,  that  man  from  town,  he  waited,  and  for  waiting  was 
repaid. 

For  soon  granted  was  that  simple  little  earnest  prayer  he 
prayed. 

Some  noblemen  of  noble  mien  one  day  he  hap'd  to  spy, 
He  eyed  them  up,  and  eyed  them  down,  as  they  were 
passing  by ; 

Then,  nervously  approaching,  asked  with  earnest,  anxious 
look. 

If  they'd  "  pose  "  before  a  lump  of  dirt  and  have  their 
picture  "  took." 

They  graciously  assented,  and  with  graceful  ease  they 
stand. 

The  Lord  Chace'lor  in  the  centre,  the  Peers  on  either 
hand ; 

But,  to  make  the  picture  quite  complete,  and  be  without 
compare. 

That  man  from  Town  saw  clearly  that  hi7ns€lf  was  wanting 
there. 

So,  he  interviewed  old  Paddy,  an'  he  says,  says  he,  Pat, 


When  "I"  say  "  noiv,"  just  give  this  ball  a  tiny  little 
squeeze. 

But,  Paddy,  dear,  I'm  serious  ;  sure  there'll  be  a  jolly 
row. 

If  you  but  squeeze  that  little  ball  before  I  warble  "  Now," 

Och,  sure,  says  Paddy,  do  not  fear,  bedad,  I'm  wide 
awake, 

An'  if  ye'll  trust  to  me  at  all,  there'll  be  no  small 

mistake ;  > 
Just  look  ye  here,  when  ye  say  "now"  I'll  squeeze  the 

ball  jus'  so. 

Then,  smiling  sweetly,'  squoze  that  ball  and  spoiled  the 
bally  show.  j,  m.  D. 


There  appears  to  be  no  limit  to  the  very  suggestive 
answers  of  the  rising  generation  to  questions  asked  them 
by  their  teachers,  A  little  boy  defined  "  sins  of  omission  " 
as  those  sins  people  forgot  to  commit.  Quite  as  good  was 
the  reply  of  the  little  girl  whose  idea  of  "  faith  "  was 
believing  something  that  was  not  true.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  this  kind  of  faith  to  be  found  amongst  us,  especially 
during  the  progress  of  a  gtmeral  election. 


The  calm  repose  of  last  Sabbath  at  Yarmouth  was 
terribly  disturbed  for  one  party  of  visitors  by  a  struggle 
with  their  Sunday  dinner.  The  head  of  the  family  bought 
four  fowls  m  the  market  on  Saturday,  and  spent  most  of 
the  next  day  in  vainly  attempting  to  dismember  them. 
Jliven  four  hours'  boiling,  he  complained  to  the  Yarmouth 
magistrates,  failed  to  break  down  the  sturdy  constitution 


of  these  venerable  birds.  But  he  got  no  redress.  It  was 
a  case  of  caveat  emptor,  so  the  Court  informed  him,  and 
he  was  dismissed  with  the  cold  comfort  that  he  might  go 
to  the  County  Court  if  he  liked.  I  have  bought  fruit, 
eggs,  butter,  bacon,  meat,  and  poultry  from  the  various 
vendors  in  dear  old  Yarmouth  Market,  but  have  always 
been  treated  well.  In  the  case  quoted  there  must  have 
been  foul  play, 

Mr,  Gilbert,  writing  from  the  Swan  Hotel,  Thorn- 
thwaite,  says :  "  Fishing  one  day  recently  in  Bassenthwaite 
Lake,  eleven  pike  weighing  together  841b.,  smallest  fish 
2 Jib.,  and  largest  16 Jib.,  were  taken  by  the  boat  containing 
four  fishermen,  all  the  fish  being  caught  at  the  end  of  the 
lake," 

A  CORRESPONDENT  Writes :  "  I  was  glad  to  see  your 
remarks  re  gorge-bait  fishing,  and  send  you  the  following : 
Fishing  with  the  dead  gorge  is  now  properly  regarded  as 
unsportsmanlike,  and  the  man  who  is  an  angler,  and  not 
a  pot-hunter,  will  not  use  this  old-fashioned  tackle. 
Nearly  every  fish  taken  with  it  is  killed,  of  whatever  size, 
while  fish  landed  on  snap-tackle,  espeoiaUy  single  hook 
tackles,  are  hardly  injured  at  all.  I  have  caught  the  same 
pike  twice  on  several  occasions  within  a  short  while  of 
first  landing  the  fish.  At  Chertsey  I  once  landed  a  small 
jack,  31b,  or  so  in  weight,  at  about  4  p.m.  I  tore  the  side 
of  his  mouth  a  little  in  extracting  the  hooks,  and  on  spin- 
ning over  the  same  cast  an  hour  later  I  hooked  and  returned 
the  same  fish.  Whenever  pike  are  fished  for  this  will 
sometimes  occur.  I  have  had  the  same  experience  in  the 
Wey,  Yare,  Stour,  and  other  rivers,  as  well  as  in  lakes 
and  ponds.  Had  I  fished  with  gorge  tackle  it  is  probable 
every  fish  would  have  been  kUled  at  the  outset.  The 
mere  fact  of  the  fish  taking  the  bait  a  second  time  shows 
what  little  harm  is  done  to  them  when  snan-tackle  is 
used," 


"The  river  Esk  and  its  tributaries,"  say  the  Whitby 
Gazette,  "afford  easy  facilities  for  anglers,  salt  and  fresh 
water  fish  being  fairly  plentiful.  Licences  for  fishing  the 
salmon  and  trout  streams  are  issued  by  the  Esk  Fishery 
District.  Under  favourable  conditions  good  baskets  of 
trout  may  be  caught,  while  there  are  some  excellent 
salmon  and  salmon  trout.  The  river  winds  its  way  through 
the  most  beautiful  scenery.  Various  kinds  of  small  fish 
may  be  caught  in  the  harbour,  either  from  the  different 
steps  or  from  boats ;  whilst  those  whose  enthusiasm 
prompts  them  to  go  outside  the  harbour  may  catch,  when 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  northward,  larger  fish,  including 
whiting,  gurnet,  flatfish,  and  occasionally  other  kinds. 
These  are  caught  with  weighted  lines,  some  few  feet  from 
the  bottom  of  the  sea.  Gentlemen  wishing  for  a  night's 
'  herringing '  will  find  the  fisheriaen  exceedingly  obliging, 
and  grateful  for  a  nominal  acknowledgment.  We  should 
recommend  only  the  strong  to  venture,  as  the  experiences 
are  decidedly  novel." 

 >**•*<  

According  to  "  Truthful  Tommy,"  it  was  Patrick 
who  made  the  greatest  hit  at  the  election  meeting  the 
other  evening.  "Gentlemen,"  he  sa-id,  "have  yon  rid 
the  election  address  the  other  party  is  sending  out  ?  It  is 
a  disgraceful  document,  it's  full  of  falsehoods  from 
beginning  to  end,  and,  what's  worse,  more  than  half  of 
thim  isn't  thrue." 

 >♦♦■♦<  

"  Perch  and  roach  like  deepish  water,  and  they  lie  in 
quiet  holes,  the  perch  especially  loving  to  ensconce  himself 
under  a  shelving  bank,  more  particularly  near  a  bed  of 
water  lilies.  When  you  come  to  a  likely  looking  hole,  yon 
will,  if  fishing  for  perch,  keep  as  much  as  possible  behind 
the  trunk  of  the  old  willow  tree  which  bends  over  the 
water,  and  drop  your  line  in  about  half  a  yard  from  the 
bank,  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  great  green  flags  which 
spread  over  the  surface  like  a  carpet.  Presently  the  float 
moves  a  little  uneasily,  and  is  then  still  again.  You  may 
then  draw  your  line  very  quietly  a  few  inches  from  the 
spot,  which  will  excite  the  fish's  cupidity,  for  the  perch  is 
rendered  only  the  more  eager  by  a  manoeuvre  which  would 
frighten  other  fish  away.  He  fears  that  his  dinner  is 
vanishing,  and  down  goes  your  float,  straight  down 
perpendicularly,  without  any  bobs  or  quavers,  and  does 
not  come  up  again — usually  a  sure  sign  of  a  good  fish. 
Strike  him.  Now  you  have  got  him;  but  he  is  too  heavy 
to  pull  out,  and  you  must  play  him  a  little,  as  you  have  no 
landing  net, 

"  He  gradually  tires,  and  shows  his  bright  red  fins  and 
yellowish  golden  scales.  Now  lead  him  gently  towards 
the  shallow  water  at  the  end  of  the  hole.  There— he  is  on 
a  bit  of  dry  sand  among  the  rushes.  Jump  down  and 
secure  him  before  he  flounders  back  into  a  deeper  place. 
Now  he  lies  safe  upon  the  grass,  not  much  under  lib. ,  and 
in  beautiful  condi*"on.  You  will  get  some  more  out  of 
this  hole,  for  perch,  as  Walton  says,  are  not  easily 
frightened.  They  are,  he  tells  us — and  their  habits  have 
not  changed  since  his  day,  despite  the  unquestionably 
higher  level  of  education  which  freshwater  fish  of  all 
kinds  have  reached,  as  the  result  of  being  constantly 
angled  for— 'like  the  wicked,  not  afraid,  though  their 
ferllows  and  companions  perish  in  their  sight.'  And  if 
there  are  ten  or  a  dozen  in  the  hole,  it  is  occasionally 
possible  to  catch  them  all.  The  largest  perch  are  found 
in  ponds  and  reservoirs,  where  sometimes — but  not  often 
— they  reach  as  much  as  51b.  or  61b." 


The  above  is  froui  the  Wiltshire  Chronicle.  I  can 
agree  with  nearly  all  that  is  said  about  the  perch,  but 
should  like  to  see  a  61b,  perch.  And,  again ;  why  no  landing 
net  ?  Dracnit. 
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THE  SPAWNING  HABITS  OF  THE 
LAKE  STURGEON. 


BY  LIVINGSTON  STONE. 
(Read  before  the  American  Fisheries  Society  ) 
The  first  I  knew  about  my  being  expected  to 
present  a  paper  this  year  to  the  society  on  the 
subject  of  the  "Spawning  Habits  of  the  Lake 
Sturgeon "  was  on  seeing  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Forest  and  Stream  that  I  was  billed  to  prepare 
such  a  paper  for  this  meeting.  If  it  were  not  for 
my  having  been  put  on  the  programme  I  should 
not  venture  to  offer  anything  on  this  subject 
unless  it  were  under  the  title  of  "  What  Little  I 
Know  About  the  Spawning  Habits  of  the 
Sturgeon." 

As  a  correspondent  wrote  me  recently,  "  the 
sturgeon  is  a  strange  fish."  At  least,  the  lake 
sturgeon,  which  is  the  subject  of  this  paper,  is  a 
strange  fish.  It  has  a  strange-shaped  body,  a 
strange  head,  strange  mouth  and  skin,  and  a 
strange  appearance  generally;  and  one  of  the 
strangest  things  about  the  fish  is  that  during  the 
same  week,  and  on  the  same  spot,  you  can  find 
•  female  sturgeon  with  their  eggs  in  almost  every 
stage  of  development.  This  throws  us  all  at  sea 
as  to  their  time  of  spawning,  and  we  are  not  much 
better  off  in  regard  to  their  places  for  depositing 
their  spawn,  for  if  they  ever  have  fixed  spawning 
beds  where  they  go  regularly  to  deposit  their 
eggs  I  can  only  say  that  I  never  saw  a  fisher- 
man yet  who  knew  where  those  spairaing  beds 
were. 

Another  strange  thing  about  the  lake  sturgeon 
is  that  the  fishermen  never,  or  almost  never,  catch  a 
spawning  female  in  their  nets  with  ripe  eggs  in 
her.  They  catch  them  when  they  are  almost 
ready  to  spawn,  and  when  they  have  just  spawned, 
and  also  with  eggs  in  them  in  aU  stages  of 
development,  but  hardly  ever  with  ripe  eggs 
ready  to  be  extruded. 

The  peculiarities  of  this  strange  fish  have  made 
it  very  difficult  to  gather  information  about  their 
spawning  habits,  and  still  more  difficult  to  collect 
and  impregnate  their  eggs. 

The  first  instance  that  I  know  of  sturgeon  eggs 
being  successfully  taken  and  hatched  occurred  in 
1875,  when  Seth  Green,  assisted  by  A.  Marks, 
obtained  from  the  fishermen  who  were  fishing  at 
North  Hamburg,  on  the  Hudson,  a  ripe  male  and 
female,  from  which  four  pans  of  eggs  were  taken 
by  the  Caesarian  operation  of  cutting  the  fish 
open.  This  occurred  on  June  7,  about  10  a.m. 
On  June  9,  about  3  p.m.,  the  first  movement  of 
the  embryo  was  observed.  On  June  10  the  eggs 
began  to  hatch,  and  by  five  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  J une  11,  all  the  eggs  were  hatched  out. 
The  temperature  of  the  water  during  the  period 
of  hatching  averaged  about  70  degrees  F. 

In  1888  Prof.  Ryder,  of  the  United  States  Fish 
Commission,  made  a  very  thorough  study  of  the 
sturgeon  at  Delaware  City,  Del.  (see  the  United 
States  Fish  Commission  bulletin  for  1888),  and  in 
1893  Dr.  Bashford  Dean  made  some  interesting 
experiments,  also  at  Delaware  City,  and  since  that 
time  eggs  have  been  frequently  taken  from  sea- 
going sturgeon. 

All  the  above  experiments  and  studies  have, 
however,  been  conducted  with  the  salt-water 
sturgeon  {Acipenser  sturio). 

The  lake  sturgeon  {Acipenser  rubieimdus)  is 
another  fish,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  ex- 
tended observations  in  regard  to  this  fish  have 
been  recorded,  except  those  by  William  Lang,  in 
1890,  for  the  Ohio  Fish  Commission. 

spring  of  1899  I  received  permission  from 
the  United  States  Fish  Commission  to  hunt  for 
npe  sturgeon  eggs  on  Lake  Champlain.  Two 
fashermen  having  located  at  Alburg  Springs,  Vt., 
for  the  purpose  of  catching  sturgeon  for  the  New 
York  market,  I  arranged  with  them  to  have  the 
privilege  of  examining  all  the  sturgeon  they 
caught  before  they  were  butchered,  and  for  the 
fame  established  myself  at  Alburg  Springs  with 
Mr.  J.  B.  Lamkin  and  Mr.  Myron  Green  for 
assistants. 

On  May  18  we  overhauled  our  first  batch  of 
sturgeon,  to  the  number  of  sixteen.  Two  females 
appeared  to  be  nearly  ripe,  and  we  put  them  in 
our  pens,  hoping  that  their  eggs  might  mature 
sufficiently  in  a  few  days  to  be  taken  and 
impregnated.  Of  the  remainder,  ten  were  males  and 
four  were  females.  These  were  then  butchered  by 
the  fishermen.    On  opening  the  female  fish  their 


eggs  were  found  to  be  far  advanced  towards 
maturity,  and  it  looked  as  if  in  a  week  or  two,  at 
the  latest,  we  should  strike  fish  with  fully  ripened 
eggs.  In  point  of  fact,  unaccountable  as  it 
seems,  we  never  caught  any  sturgeon  the  rest  of 
the  season  that  had  any  riper  eggs  than  these 
had.  It  is  needless  to  tell  the  story  of  our  con- 
tinued disappointments.  The  fishermen  brought 
in  plenty  of  fish,  and  allowed  us  the  utmost  free- 
dom in  examining  them  or  penning  them  up,  as 
we  chose,  but  although  we  followed  up  the 
sturgeon  until  the  latter  part  of  June,  examining 
them  aU  and  penning  up  what  we  thought  to  be 
nearly  ripe,  we  never  came  across  a  single  ripe 
fish  or  took  a  single  egg.  All  that  we  examined 
were  either  spawned  out  or  not  ripe,  and  none 
of  those  that  we  confined  in  the  pens  seemed  to 
make  any  progress  toward  maturity. 

I  will  only  state  that  the  fish  we  examined 
seemed  to  grow  less  mature,  if  anything,  as  the 
season  advanced,  and  at  all  times  the  develop- 
ment of  their  eggs  presented  the  most  perplexing 
variety.    By  way  of  illustration,  I  will  state  the 
condition  of  the  eggs  of  the  female  sturgeon 
that  were  killed  by  the  fishermen  and  examined 
by  us  on  several  days.    As  I  said  above,  the  eggs 
of  the  fish  that  we  examined  on  May  18  were  in 
all  stages  of  development.    The  same  was  true  of 
those  examined  on  May  25,  although  on  both 
days  there  were  some  that  were  very  nearly  ripe. 
On  the  29th,  when  we  had  expected  to  find  fish 
about  fully  ripe,  we  examined,  in  all,  the  eggs  of 
four  females.    The  eggs  of  the  first  fish  were  only 
half  developed,-  the  second  fish  had  just  spawned, 
the  eggs  of  the  third  were  just  forming,  and 
the  eggs  of  the  fourth  were  about  one-fourth 
developed.    The  same   discouraging  experience 
continued  until  the  end,  when,  after  following 
the  sturgeon  thirty  or  forty  miles  southward 
from  Alburg,  we  abandoned  this  will-o'-the-wisp 
chase  and  returned  to  Cape  Vincent  Station,  it 
being  then  the  last  week  in  June. 

This  spring,  1900,  I  renewed  the  hunt  for 
ripe  sturgeon  eggs,  this  time,  however,  not  in  the 
open  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  but  in  the 
Missisquoi  river,  a  tributary  which  empties  into 
the  lake  in  the  extreme  north-western  corner  of 
Vermont.  That  sturgeon  went  up  this  river  in 
the  spring  just  after  the  run  of  pike  was  over,  was 
weU  known,  but  whether  they  ascended  the  river 
to  spawn  or  to  feed  on  the  vast  quantities  of  pike 
eggs  and  sucker  eggs  that  had  been  deposited  up 
toward  Swanton  Dam,  was  not  so  definitely 
settled. 

There  being  no  funds  of  the  United  States  Fish 
Commission  to  spare  this  year  for  the  purpose,  no 
systematic  attempt  could  be  made  to  find  ripe 
sturgeon,  but  through  the  obligingness  of  the 
river  fishermen  and  the  help  of  Mr.  Myron  Green, 
we  were  enabled  by  persevering  effort  to  score' 
some  success,  and  to  make  a  few  valuable  dis- 
coveries. 

While  the  sturgeon  were  running  there  were 
two  gangs  of  sturgeon  fishermen  on  the  river, 
besides  those  fishing  at  Swanton  Dam.  We 
prevailed  on  those  fishermen — I  do  not  know  how, 
and  it  is  a  surprise  to  me  yet,  for  they  never  had 
any  pay  for  it— to  hold  the  fish  they  caught  until 
we  could  examine  them,  and  also  to  keep  in  con- 
finement any  that  we  thought  were  nearly  ripe. 
In  this  way  we  obtained  an  opportunity  to  examine 
over  a  hundred  sturgeon. 

Without  going  into  tedious  details  more  than  is 
necessary,  I  will  state  as  simply  as  possible  the 
results  of  our  observations,  and  they  are  as 
follows  : 

(1)  The  sturgeon  do  go  up  the  Missisquoi  river 
to  spawn.  This  was  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
fish  going  up  the  river  all  had  eggs  in  them  of 
about  the  same  degree  of  ripeness.  Some  had 
eggs  that  were  fully  ripe,  while  all  that  were 
caught  going  down  the  river  had  spawned 
out. 

(2)  The  sturgeon  spawn  on  the  rapids  below 
Swanton  Dam,  for  they  were  caught  here  fully 
ripe.  Mr.  Myron  Green,  who  is  a  very  careful 
and  correct  observer,  thinks  that  they  lie  in  the 
deep  water  below  the  rapids  until  they  are  ready 
to  depdsit  their  eggs,  and  then  ascend  to  the 
rapids  to  spawn.  This  corresponds  to  a  con- 
siderable degree  with  what  has  been  observed  of 
the  spawning  habits  of  the  pike-perch. 

(3)  _  The  sturgeon  spawning  season  on  the 
Missisquoi  river  is  very  short,  and  when  the 
spawning  is  over  the  fish  all  go  down  the  river  with 


a  rush,  and  though  there  may  be  hundreds  in  the 
river  one  day,  in  forty-eight  hours  there  may  not  be 
one  left  in  the  river.  The  rush  down-stream  this 
year  was  on  the  nights  of  May  27th  and  28th- 
They  began  to  go  up  the  river  about  the  20th, 
although  there  were  sturgeon  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Missisquoi  river  as  early  as  the  first  week  in  May. 
The  sturgeon  spawning  season  on  the  river  this 
year  was,  therefore,  the  week  between  Mav  20th 
and  27th.  ^ 

4.  The  sturgeon  does  not  always  deposit  all  her 
eggs  at  one  time.  A  female  fish  whose  eggs  were 
so  ripe  and  loose  that  they  came  from  her  with- 
out pressure  was  found,  on  being  killed  and 
examined,  to  have  at  least  two-thirds  of  her 
ovaries  fiUed  with  immature  eggs. 

5.  When  the  female  sturgeon  is  ripe  her  abdo- 
men sags  when  the  fish  is  lifted  by  the  tail,  as  in 
the  case  of  ripe  salmon.  Hence  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  distinguishing  a  ripe  female.  Her 
eggs  also  flow  from  her  very  easily  ;  so  easily,  in 
fact,  that  the  difficulty  with  a  ripe  fish  in  artificial 
spawning  is  not  to  get  the  eggs  out,  but  to  keep 
them  in. 

6.  The  mystery  of  the  fishermen  never  catching 
a  ripe  fish  in  their  gill  nets  is  solved.  It  has 
been  unquestionably  a  mystery  why  female  stur- 
geon were  caught  with  eggs  in  every  possible 
stage  of  unripenesss,  but  never  with  eggs  entirely 
ripe.  It  is  a  mystery  no  longer,  however.  The 
secret  of  it  aU  is  that  when  the  female  is  ripe  the 
eggs  flow  from  her  so  easily  that  when  entangled 
in  a  net  she  throws  out  all  her  ripe  eggs  in  her 
struggle  to  escape,  so  that  when  the  fisherman 
takes  her  out  of  the  net  he  finds  only  a  spent  fish. 
Mr.  Green  says  that  they  throw  their  ripe  eggs 
so  readily  that  even  in  taking  a  ripe  fem'ale 
ashore  from  the  pens  she  would  be  likely  to 
throw  her  eggs  before  she  could  be  quieted 
enough  to  be  stripped. 

Now  that  this  explanation  of  what  has  seemed 
so  mysterious  has  been  discovered,  it  appears  so 
simple  that  the  wonder  is  that  no  one  has  thought 
of  it  before.  Very  likely  this  has  occurred  to 
many  of  you  who  are  here  present,  but  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  have  never  found  a  fisherman  yet 
who  knew  the  true  reason  of  his  not  catching  ripe 
female  sturgeon,  or  ever  even  hinted  at  it. 

7.  We  succeeded  in  actually  taking  and  im- 
pregnating a  few  stm-geon  eggs.  We  found  them 
to  be  glutinous,  like  pike  perch  eggs,  and  requiring 
the  same  treatment  in  handling  and  impregnating. 
The  eggs  are  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  can  be  readily  hatched  in  the  same 
jars  that  are  used  for  hatching  whiteflsh  and 
pike  perch  eggs,  and  in  the  same  way.  There  is 
this  difference,  however,  between  the  eggs  of  the 
pike  perch  and  those  of  the  sturgeon,  that  the 
shell  of  the  pike  perch  egg  is  very  hard,  and  the 
shell  of  the  sturgeon  egg  is  thin  and  soft. 

Some  of  the  sturgeon  fry  hatched  at  the  United 
States  Hatchery  on  the  Missisquoi  River  this 
spring  were  brought  safely  to  Cape  Vincent 
Station,  the  first  lake  sturgeon  fry,  I  think,  that 
were  ever  hatched  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission. 

As  to  the  question  whether  sturgeon  eggs  can 
be  taken,  impregnated,  and  hatched  artificially, 
I  should  say  that  great  pains  must  be  taken  to 
capture  them  properly  and  to  confine  them 
properly.  In  fact,  the  preparation  for  this  pai-t 
of  the  work  must  be  veiy  elaborate.  If  this  is 
not  done,  lake  sturgeon  hatching  will  be  a  failure ; 
but  if  proper  attention  is  given  to  these  points,  I 
am  convinced  that  lake  stui-geon  hatching  will  be 
a  success,  at  least  wherever  the  parent  fish  can 
be  found  restricted  in  their  movements  to  a 
small  area,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  Missiquoi 
River. 

Allow  me  to  add,  in  closing,  that  for  most  of 
the  information  acquired  this  spring  in  regard  to 
the  sturgeon  I  am  indebted  to  the  persevering 
efforts  and  keen  observation  of  Mr.  Myron  Green 
and  to  the  accommodating  and  liberal  spirit  of 
the  river  fishermen,  without  which  we  should 
have  accomplished  nothing. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  performances  will  again  on  Monday 
be  augmented  by  a  number  of  new  "turns,"  and  on  the 
same  day  the  Fifth  Avenue  Rollsr  Skating  Club  will 
inaugurate  a  Roller  Skating  Rink  in  the  adjoining  St. 
Stephen's  Hall.  A  new  a»phalte  floor  has  been  laid,  new 
American  skates  will  be  provided,  and  a  string  band  will 
be  in  attendance  at  the  afternoon  and  evening  sesiiou.  It 
will  be  a  large  and  ieleot  rink,  and  should  proTe  an 
attraction. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
There  was  an  exceedingly  pretty  show  of  fish  of  varions 
kinds  on  Monday  eTening,  when  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters 
presided  over  the  weekly  meeting  of  this  society.  The 
members  especially  appreciated  the  kind  thought  of  their 
respected  hon.  mamber,  "Red  Spinner,"  who  sent  up 
from  Newbury  two  brace  of  really  excellent  grayling:  from 
the  little  Lambourne  river  there.  Then  Mr.  Robert 
Bradford  had  a  brace  of  nic9  perch,  and  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  a  well-fed  pike  of  a  trifle  over  61b.,  taken  with 
several  others  in  the  Kennet.  Last,  but  most  certainly  not 
least,  the  chairman  himself  displayed  a  beautiful  trout  of 
31b.  4dz.,  also  taken  in  the  society's  witer.  When 
arranged  in  trays  the  show  was  most  pleasing,  and  was 
much  admired  by  the  compiny  present.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  told  the  tale  of  his  captures  of  pike,  and  added 
that  on  Friday  he  had  no  fewer  than  seven  kinds  of  fish. 
There  were,  he  added,  plenty  of  large  pike  in  the  society's 
fishery — far  too  many,  indeed,  in  his  view,  for  the  well 
being  of  the  trout  there.  Amongst  roach  at  Newbury 
sport  had  been  quiet,  though  fish  up  to  lib.  had  been 
creeled.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  had  made  soma  good 
bigs  of  roach  on  the  Dorsetshire  Stour,  getting  sereral 
grand  fish  of  lib.  13oz.  each.  The  same  gentleman  had 
also  visited  the  Ouse ;  but  here  it  was  like  "  Peter  walking 
on  the  water,"  for  the  riyer  was  so  choked  up  with  weeds 
that  bottom  fishing  was  well  nigh  impossible.  He  had, 
however,  inter  alia,  a  chub  of  3lb.  8oz.  with  the  fly. 
Prom  Uxbridge  reports  were  rec  dived  from  Capt.  Hay- 
ward  Pinch,  Mr.  R,  H.  Atterbury,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt, 
who  between  them  had  taken  quantities  of  roach  running 
up  to  lib.  4oz.  in  weight.  Mr.  H.  N.  Campball 
wrote,  siving  an  acoouat  of  an  exciting  adventure  with  a 
trout.  He  was  roach  fishing,  and  was  broken  by  a  heavy  fish, 
which  carried  away  the  bottom,  fl  3at,  and  part  of  the  line. 
The  fish  in  question  proved  to  be  a  fine  trout  of  over  31b., 
for  Mr.  Sheringham,  who  was  fly  fishing,  hooked  the  fish, 
or,  rather,  the  float  attached  to  Mr.  Campbell's  line, 
some  hours  afterwards,  and  after  some  grand  sport  landed 
the  trout.  As  the  trout,  however,  had  been  hooked 
bottom  fishing  it  was  returned  to  the  water,  but  the 
question  arose  whether  Mr.  Sheringham,  who  actually 
landed  the  trout,  roach  tackle  included,  had  not,  in  fact, 
caught  it  with  a  fly.  Soma  of  the  members  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  the  trout  belonged  to  the  fly  fisherman, 
and  might  have  been  retained.  As  it  is,  however,  it  was 
put  back  again  into  the  water  to  aSorl  sport,  it  is  hoped, 
at  some  future  time  to  some  member  lucky  enough  to 
have  it  on.  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  writing  from  Christchuroh, 
gave  an  interesting  resume  of  some  splendid  fishing  he 
was  having  there.  His  cxtoh — or,  to  be  absolutely  correct, 
catches— included  a  number  of  fine  eels,  some  going  over 
31b.  each.  He  had  also  creeled  perch  of  2Ib.,  big  chub, 
and  fine  roach.  To  cap  it  all,  he  hooked  a  great  salmon, 
which  he  had  on  for  some  minutes,  but  eventually  lost  it 
through  the  tackle  giving  way.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had 
been  to  Hungerford  again,  but  was  severely  handicapped 
by  the  ploughing  which  was  in  progress.  He  found  this 
operation  going  on  on  Saturday  above  Eddington  Bridge, 
the  refuse  was  being  "gathered"  by  the  Winecellar 
Bridge,  and  mudding  was  carried  on  all  along  the  grand 
holt  for  grayling  in  between.  He  had,  however,  four 
brace  of  grayling  in  another  part  of  the  river,  and  on 
Monday  he  had  three  brace.  The  Dunn  was  being 
mudded,  too,  on  the  last-named  day.  The  Vice-President 
subsequently  gave  the  toast  of  the  "  Suocesstul  Anglers," 
expressing  the  thanks  of  the  members  to  Mr.  W.  Senior 
for  the  pretty  exhibit  of  grayling  he  had  been  so  good  as 
to  send  up  for  the  company  to  see.        M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


HOW  ARCTIC  HIGHLANDERS  CHOOSE 
THEIR  WIVES. 

It  was  natural  that  those  on  the  Windward  should  be 
good  seamstresses,  since  they  were  the  wives  of  picked 
hunters.  When  a  Smith  Sound  Esquimau  chooses  a  wife 
he  apparently  has  regard  only  to  housewifely  quilities. 
She  must  be  able  to  do  the  cooking,  and  to  sew,  and  to 
chew  hides.  This  last  is  a  sine  quanon.  Purs  are  the 
only  possible  dress,  and  of  these  they  must  have  an 
abandance,  else  they  will  perish  with  cold.  When  the 
sun  is  above  the  horizon  the  women  spread  the  skins  of 
seal  and  reindeer  and  bear,  pegging  them  out  hide  up, 
and  allow  them  to  dry  thoroughly.  Once  dry,  they  are,  of 
course,  as  stiff  as  boards,  and  bafore  they  can  ba  made 
into  garments  the  fibres  must  be  broken.  Accord- 
ingly, the  women  bend  the  hide  double,  making  a 
crease  through  its  length.  Beginning,  then,  at  one 
end,  they  chew  steadily  to  the  other.  Then,  creasing 
the  hide  a  little  farther  on,  they  chew  again,  and 
repeat  the  simple  process  until  every  inch  of  the  surface 
has  been  chewed,  and,  with  fibres  broken,  the  skin  is 
flexible  enough  to  be  sewed  into  garments.  A  good  cook 
and  seamstress  and  chewer  of  raw  hides  is  certain  of  a 
good  husband,  for  she  will  be  taken  to  wife  by  one  of  the 
best  of  the  young  hunters,  who  is,  therefore,  a  good 
provider.  There  is  no  ceremony  of  marriage,  the  hunter 
taking  his  bride  from  her  father's  tupik  or  igdlu  (also  spelt 
egloo ;  winter  house)  to  his  own ;  nor,  so  far  as  we 
learned,  is  there  among  them  ceremony  of  any  kind,  no 
formal  worship,  nor  any  rites,  unless  the  incantation  of 
the  angekoks  (medicine  men)  be  given  rank  as  a  rite. — 

From  "  With  Arctic  Highlanders,"  by  Waltek  A. 

Wyckoff,  in  the  October  Scribner's. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
pablished  by  Sampson  Low,  Mareton  and  Oo.,  Limited,  St. 
DonBtan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  OATALoeuE  ot  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  lodiaa  Sovenuneni  PubDcliUtnB  can  be  had  sn 
arpUeatiM. 


FISHING  AT  BALLTCOTTON. 
It  was  on  a  grand  September  day- 
Let  truth  inspire  my  tale — 
A  party  gay  did  sail  away, 
And  everyone  a  male. 

Who  left  their  wives  and  children  dear 

The  ocean's  waves  to  dare, 
And  those  who  hada't  any, 

Why,  they  didn't  seem  to  care. 

Though  they  were  all  armed  cap-a-pie 

.When  they  left  the  shore 
To  cross  the  deep  and  angry  sea 

'Twas  not  to  fight  the  Boer. 

Armed  with  hooks,  gaSs,  lines,  and  rods. 

With  which  they  vowed  to  slay 
The  bally  conger  and  the  cod 

In  Ballyootton  Bay. 

With  sDlemn  oath  on  butt  of  rod, 

And  earnest  were  their  wishes, 
They  swore  to_  break  all  past  record 

Or  perish  with  the  fishes. 

The  red  sun's  rays  shone  o'er  the  deep , 

Calm  and  bright  and  fair  ; 
Everyone  had  a  good  sleep, 

And  washed  and.brushed  his  hair. 

And  now,  my  bally  noble  crew. 

Quickly  take  your  places, 
And  very  soon  the  deck  was  strewn 

With  reels,  rods,  lines,  and  traces. 

Unfurl  the  sails,  prepare  the  pails. 
You,  helmsman,  steer  aright, 
"  And  point  her  head,"  the  skipper  said, 
"  To  where  that  buoy's  in  sight." 

Unship  the  helm,  the  anchor  cast. 

Furl  sails  and  make  all  right ; 
Your  trouble's  past,  you're  here  at  last. 

And  ready  for  the  fight. 

And  now  ye  noble  B.S.A.'s, 

Prepare  yon  for  the  tussle ; 
Get  on  your  hooks  without  delay, 

Bring  out  your  pickled  mussel. 

See  that  your  rods  and  rings  are  straight. 

Make  ready  all  your  gearing  ; 
All  things  are  ready,  now  your  bait, 

Bring  out  your  pickled  herring. 
And  see  your  reel  runs  light  and  free, 

And  let  your  line  be  strong. 
For  fathoms  down  beneath  the  sea 

The  fish  fight  hard  and  long. 
What  means  that  wild  exultant  shout, 

That  loud  and  deafening  roar. 
That  echoing  cry  of  wild  delight 

Vibrating  'long  the  shore  ? 
And  e'en  as  on  the  message  flew. 

Vibrating,  growing  stronger, 
Told  how  one  of  that  noble  crew 

Had  hooked  a  monster  conger. 
One  an  un-errin^  cast  he  took. 
He'd  herring  bait  upon  his  hook. 
And  almost  quick  as  yon  could  nod 
Had  hooked  a  BaUycotton  cod. 
You  now,  my  boy,  must  hold  your  own, 
Your  nerves  brace  up,  now  quick  him  turn ; 
Quick  with  your  gafE ;  well  done,  my  bounder, 
A  BaUycotton  40-ponnder  ! 
But  oh  !  my  pen  would  fail  to  tell 

Of  fish  that  gave  such  glorious  sport ; 
Their  size  and  weight,  and  when  on  feed. 

The  wondrous  specimens  they  caught. 
Of  how  with  herring,  sprat,  or  lug, 

Squid,  whitebait,  or  salted  mussel. 
They  with  monster  cod  did  tug, 

Or  with  savage  conger  tussle. 
And  now  for  shore  they  sail  away. 

All  happy,  of  the  morrow  thinking ; 
When  they  arrived  at  close  of  day 

With  weight  of  fish  their  boats  were  sinking. 
Of  what  they  caught  and  how  they  caught — 

Well,  don't  depend  on  me  ; 
You're  sure  to  find  a  "  full  report  " 
In  next  week's  Fishing  O.  A,  W.  M. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 

Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  66  and  66, 

Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 
10,418.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  Lom- 
bard-street, London,  E.G.  Relates  to  pater- 
noster and  leger  tackle.  The  running  line  is 
attached  to  a  right-angled  boom,  from  the 
outer  end  of  which  a  second  right-angled 
wire  depends  on  a  link.  A  lead  is  attached 
to  one  end  of  the  part,  and  a  spring  hook  to 
the  other  for  the  reception  of  the  gutted 
hook.  The  latter  is  secured  by  a  ring 
soldered  on.  The  weight  may  be  adjustable 
vertically.  A  swivel  may  also  be  placed  in 
the  horizontal  arm  of  the  part.  The  weight 
may  be  connected  by  a  cord  to  a  sliding  hook 
on  the  boom.  A  pivoted  boom  may  abo  be 
used,  connected  to  the  sinker  by  a  spiral 
spring.  By  these  arrangements  the  fish  when 
seizing  the  bait  feels  for  the  moment  no 
resistanca. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Me,  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham  occupied  the  chair  at  the 
meeting  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when  some  very 
interesting  reports  of  recent  fishing  outings  and  holidays 
were  reported.  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  had  some  flat-fish  from 
Leigh.  Mr.  Beaumont,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  a  friend  had  100 
flat-fish  between  them — their  friend,  the  novice,  taking 
three  flounders  at  once,  weighing  41b.  Mr.  Beaumopt,  on 
another  occasion,  had  three  dozen  fish ;  and,  fishing  in 
private  water  with  Mr.  Gilbert,  took  a  number  of  roach, 
which  were  small  and  unimportant.  Mr.  Fosbrooke, 
roach,  gudgeon,  and  bream  from  the  river  Mole.  Mr. 
Eldred,  at  Chesham,  two  trout,  returned ;  and  Mr. 
Chasteney,  a  trout  of  Iflb.  Mr.  Castello,  roach  and 
perch  from  the  Colne.  Mr.  Buckingham,  fishing  the 
Ouse  above  Bedford,  took  small  pike  and  perch,  one  of 
the  latter  weighing  lib.  2oz.  Mr.  Marshall,  at  Deal,_with 
Mr.  Connellan  for  a  couple  of  days,  had  five  score  whiting, 
two  codling,  and  one  dab  on  the  first  day,  and  codling, 
whiting,  and  dabs  on  the  second  day.  Mr.  Connellan  had 
another  day,  and  brought  up  a  very  nice  bag  of  whiting, 
which  were  distributed  amongst  the  members  present. 
Mr.  Zerfass,  thirty-six  whiting,  from  Deal ;  Mr.  Napper, 
forty  whiting ;  and  Mr.  Hicks,  twenty-five.  Water 
reported  to  be  very  bright.  Mr.  Gray,  three  dozen  and 
one  flat-fish,  from  Leigh ;  and  Mr.  Woodruff,  three  dozen 
and  three.  Very  satisfactory  reports,  considering  this  is 
the  slack  season.  The  fish  are  feeding  early  this  year  at 
Leigh,  and  the  method  of  float  fishing  at  low  tide  ia  very 
successful.  On  Saturday  next  the  closing  dinner  of  the 
season  will  be  held  at  the  Black  Horse,  at  Chesham.  Those 
members  who  intend  going  down  will  oblige  by  sending  in 
their  names  to  me,  so  that  they  may  be  provided  for. 
Fishing  will  not  be  interfered  with  until  dark,  when 
dinner  wUl  be  served.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  6,  an  outing 
will  take  place  to  Leigh,  when  there  is  a  suitable  tide. 
Boats  and  bait  will  be  provided  for  those  who  are  known 
to  be  going  down,  and  Mr.  Gray  has  kindly  offered  to 
select  the  swims  and  arrange  for  the  party.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

J.  H.  Walkek,  Hon.  Sec. 

Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman  Street,  E.G. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOOIETT. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  membera,  held 
at  the  Restaurant  Frasoati  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  26,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.   The  hon.  seo. 
read  very  favourable  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
the  following  stations :  Aberffraw  (Anglesea),  Brixham, 
Deal,  Looe,  Ramsgate,  and  Southend.   Also  letters  from 
the  following  members  :  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston  Gardner,  fishing 
at  Bindown,  Looe,  Cornwall,  reported  having  take« 
2|owt.  [of  fish,  including  the  following :  One  coalfish  of 
181b. ;  two  pollack,  of  161b.  and  171b.  each ;  fifteen  pol- 
lack and  coalfish,  from  101b.  to  121b. ;  ten  pollack,  from 
41b.  to  91b. ;  one  ling,  101b. ;  one  mackerel  of  2ilb. 
Fishing  off  Looe  on  several  other  days  he  took  from  501b. 
to  901b.  of  pollack  per  day ;  and  on  Sept.  25,  Ijcwt.  of 
fish,  including  thirty-five  polla«k  (two  best  lllb,  and 
121b.),  two  conger,  and  two  mackerel.     Mr.  Girdler, 
fishing  at  Hastings  for  six  and  a  half  hours,  took  200  fair- 
sized  whiting  (some  very  fine),  two  gurnard,  two  mackerel, 
five  weavers,  two  dogfish,  and  a  dab,  and  said  he  could  not 
pull  the  fish  up  fast  enough,  getting  as  man^  as  six  at  a 
time.   Mr.  E.  T.  Grosvenor,  fishing  at  Deal  with  Messrs. 
Mayer,  PilUner,  and  Jopson,  on  Sept.  22  and  23— on 
the  22nd  they  took  nine  score  whiting;  and  on  23rd, 
thirteen  and  a  half  score,  including  a  codling  of  3Jlb. 
Mr.  Grude,  with  two  friends  at  Deal  on  Sept.  23,  took 
six  score,  all  whiting,  medium  size,  mostly  caught  on 
mussel.    The  following  experiences  were  then  given  by 
members  present :  Mr.  Parker,  fishing  at  Llandudno, 
found  the  sport  not  very  good,  only  fair  catches  of  small 
fish  and  a  nice  lobster.   Mr.  Edwards,  at  Deal,  from 
Sept.  22  to  25— on  Sept.  22,  taking  about  two  and  a  half 
score  whiting  (not  large)  ;  on  Sept.  23,  fourteen  very  good 
whiting ;  on  Sept.  24,  one  score  dabs ;  on  Sept.  25,  sport 
poor.    Mr.  Graham,  at  Southend,  fishing  off  the  pier, 
took  a  great  quantity  of  dabs  and  whiting;  and  on 
Sept.  26,  eleven  nice  silver  eels,  and  mentions  that  a  friend 
had  taken  a  dab  of  IJlb.  off  the  pier,  casting  about  50yds. 
Mr.  Tucker,  at  Dover,  with  two  friends,  found  weather 
very  rough,  only  taking  some  pouting  and  an  eel  of 
IJlb. ;  but  had  heard,  on  excellent  authority,  that  four 
plaice  (best  4ilb.),  a  codling  of  61b.,  and  some  large 
pouting  had  been  taken.   Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  and  two 
friends,  at  Leigh,  took  fifty-five  flounders.   The  hon. 
secretary,  fishing  with  Mr.  P.  Edwards,  at  Deal,  on 
Sept.  22,  had  gooc'  sport  among  tha  whiting,  and  found 
mussel  preserved  in  salt  were  taken  better  than  any  other 
bait  while  the  tide  was  flowing,  and  lug  in  an  ebbing  tide. 
On  Sept.  24  took  a  score  of  flatfish,  including  a  few  plaice, 
and  the  rest  dabs,  also  a  freshwater  eel.    Mr.  Matthews 
reported  having  been  to  Clacton,  where  he  obtained  good 
sport  from  boats.    The  hon.  secretary  announced  that 
Mr.  Tucker,  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  3,  at  8  p.m.,  would 
demonstrate  on  the  opening  of  mussel  for  using  as  bait, 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  and  usual  toast  to 
the  society,  closed  the  meeting. 

Chakles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  See). 


To  Fly  Dbessees,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  28.  net,  or  post  tree  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser  s 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  Q.  McOlelland, 
"  Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Oazetle.  With  eighty  Ulustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  ^ehad, 
p»st  free,  by  sending  2a.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Oo., 
St.  Dunstan'B  House,  Fattar-laue,  London. 
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Wotes  from  t^e  ^oxt^. 


Fos  once  in  their  lives,  at  least,  the  prophets  have  been 
cheated.  A  month  ago  to-day  and  almost  every  second 
angler  would  have  bet  his  bottom  dollar  that  by  this  time 
his  antumn  record  would  have  been  at  least  an  average, 
with  a  fall  month's  angling  ahead.  But  the  fates  have 
decreed  otherwise,  and  the  majority  of  salmon  anglers 
have  yet  to  make  a  decent  beginning. 


There  are  a  few  fish  in  the  pools,  but  very  feWj  and 
sport  has  seldom  been  so  slack  after  such  seemiogly 
favourable  conditions  as  accompanied  the  cloeing  of  the 
netting  season.  Even  when  a  rise  ia  got,  the  hold  is  so 
tender  that  the  universal  experience  of  having  booked 
"  four  and  lost  three  "  is  as  common  as  ever. 


A  couple  of  days'  rain  will  be  needed  to  put  the  rivers 
in  fair  condition,  even  if  that  be  enough,  as  the  ground  is 
80  dry.  Farmers  are  making  the  best  of  it,  anglers  will 
surely  get  their  turn  by  and  bye. 


The  worm  has  been  the  predominating  lure  on  the  Don, 
where  fish  have  been  found  in  most  numbers.  On  some 
rivers  the  "  Garden  Fly  "  is  no  use  whatever,  such  as  the 
Dee,  but  on  others  again  it  is  the  established  lure ;  and  on 
the  Don  it  is  so  freely  used  ia  autumn  salmon  angling  that 
it  i8_  dubbed  the  "  Kintore  Eagle,"  Kintore  being  a 
nominally  free  angling  district  on  the  Don,  and  a  good  one 
to  boot.  ___ 

The  Great  Baatem  Hotel,  Peterhead,  has  just  changed 
hands,  and  anglers  to  the  Ugie,  or  sea  angling  in  Peterhead 
Bay,  will  find  Mr.  Morigon,  the  new  host,  a  guide,  philoso- 
pher, and  friend  to  whom  they  may  iafely  entrust  their 
creatur*  comforts  and  chances  of  sport  with  all  th«  confi- 
dence of  a  ripe  and  unique  experience.  By  the  way, 
Peterhead  Bay  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  spots  for  tea 
angling  on  the  east  coast.  ____ 

The  Duchess  of  Fife  is  the  only  lady  angler  making  any- 
thing of  it  on  the  Dee,  but  then,  this  is  her  best  season  in 
these  parts,  "far  from  the  madding  crowd,"  and  ahe  is 
making  the  best  of  her  time. 


The  Northern  Meeting— the  great  social  function  of  the 
north — was  this  year  confined  to  one  day's  games,  which 
came  off  on  Sept.  21  at  the  old  rendezvous  in  the  park, 
ArdrosB-street,  Inverness.  The  surplus  moneys  are  to  be 
given  over  to  the  War  Fund.  Donald,  and  Tugal,  and 
Sandy  had  their  day,  but  the  grandees'  balls  were 
dispensed  with. 

Lady  Warwick  joined  Lord  Warwick  at  Stanley,  Perth- 
shire,  on  Friday  last,  just  as  his  lordship  creeled  a  fine  fish 
of  171b.,  the  only  bit  of  sport  he  has  had  as  yet.  Both  will 
fish  the  Tay  till  the  close  of  the  season  on  Oct,  15,  when 
tiey  move  south  to  the  Tweed  for  the  last  six  weeks  of  the 
season  there.  ■ 

For  the  convenience  of  anglers  and  others  a  new  wooden 
bridge  has  been  thrown  across  the  Don  at  Kintore  to  con- 
nect the  island  with  the  main  bank.  The  old  bridge  was 
carried  away  with  the  spring  floods. 


Lord  Clanwilliam  has  been  almost  daily  on  the  Birkhall 
water,  Balmoral,  and  has  run  up  a  good  record,  chiefly 
red  fish.   

The  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  Connaught  are 
both  on  Deeside  just  now,  but  will  confine  themselves 
chiefly  to  deerstalking  in  the  Balmoral,  Ballochbuie,  Glen- 
muiok,  and  Mar  Forests.  There  is  no  angling  to  speak  of 
in  these  parts  just  yet.  

The  Duchess  of  Sutherland  has  been  enjoying  a  fine 
time  of  it  at  Loch  Chorie,  a  famous  sea  trout  and  grilse 
centre  in  the  northern  part  of  her  vast  domains. 


Small  salmon  of  81b.  and  101b.  are  being  got  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Don,  where  they  have  not  been  seen 
these  dozen  years  past.  Of  course  they  did  not  leave  the 
sea  yesterday,  but  then  they  are  wonderfully  game,  and 
better  than  gravid  trout. 

Tidal  anglers  have  snspended  operations  on  the  finnock 
and  sea  trout  streams.  The  fish  have  disappeared,  and 
the  waters  are  too  small  and  clear  for  successful  fishing. 

Special  Scotch. 


WONDEES  WILL  NBVBR  CEASE,  we  are  told;  but  it  cannot  be 
flemed  that  HoUoway's  Pills  are  the  greatest  wonder  of  modern 
tunes.  They  correct  bile,  prevent  flatulency,  cleanse  the  liver 
and  purify  the  system,  strengthen  the  stomach,  increase  the 
appetite,  invigorate  the  nerves,  promote  health,  and  reinstate  the 
weak  to  an  ardour  of  feeling  never  before  experienced.  The  sale 
of  these  pills  throughout  the  globe  astonishes  everybody  con- 
viacmg  the  most  sceptical  that  there  is  no  medicine  equal  to 
uolloway  B  Pills  for  removing  the  complaints  incidental  to  ihe 
human  race.  They  are  indeed  a  blessing  to  the  afflicted,  and  a 
»oon  to  those  who  suffer  from  disorders,  internal  or  external. 
ihouBands  of  persons  have  testified  that  by  their  use  alone  they 
nave  been  restored  to  health,  after  other  remedies  had  nroved 
unsuccessful. 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  month  of  September,  which  is  now  ceming  to  a 
close,  has  been  a  grand  month  for  angling.   Sport  on  the 
whole  has  been  everything  that  could  be  desired,  and  the 
anglers  have  had  very  little  to  complain  of.    We  have  had 
very  little    rain,  and  although  the  rivers  and  their 
tributaries  have  been  rather  fine,  the  takes  of  fish  have 
on  the  average  been  very  good.    The  Trent  is  reported  to 
be  IB  perfect  order  for  fishing.    The  grayling  are  rising 
well  in  the  Midland  Piscatorial  waters  at  Alrewas.  There 
appears  to  be  a  quantity  of  this  species  of  fish  in  the  river 
here,  and  they  run  up  to  a  very  good  size.   Some  very 
good  roach  have  been  taken,  several  over  lib.  each ;  and 
several  barbel  have  been  taken.    Mr.  Deeley  caught 
a  nice  fish  of    7Jlb.  weight   on    Sept.  20   near  to 
Alrewas  with  the  lobworm.   Several  other  members  of 
the  Midland  Piscatorials  have  had  good  catches  during  the 
present  week.    The  Avon  is  rather  low  and  clear  owing  to 
the  absence  of  rain,  and  as  a  consequence  the  fish  have 
been  very  shy.    Rain  would  do  good,  and  put  the  fish  on 
the  feed  again.   A  large  number  of  anglers  have  visited 
the  river  from  Birmingham,  but  the  takes  of  fish  have 
been  small.    The  roach  that  have  been  taken  have  been 
secured  with  the  stewed  wheat  and  malt.    Several  chub 
have  been  had,  the  largest  being  over  31b.  This  was  taken 
on  Sept.  23.   Dace  and  perch  have  been  taken  in  small 
quantities,  but  the  bream  are  very  quiet,  very  few  being 
taken  during  the  last  week.    On  the  river  Severn  the 
best  sport  has  been  obtained  dovm  the  river  at  Kemsey, 
and  up  the  river  at  Hampton  Lode  and  Walcot ;  some 
very  fine  roach  have  been  taken  from  the  latter  place  with 
the  paste,  and  at  Kemsey  a  large  number  of  dace, 
averaging  3oz.  each,  have  been  taken  with  the  maggot. 
Roach  in  the  Shrewsbury  district  are  being  taken  with  the 
maggot  and  paste,  and  the  catches  have  been  above  the 
average.    Pike  fishing  vrill  soon  be  the  order  of  the  day, 
both  on  the  Avon  and  Severn.    They  have  already  been 
noticed  to  be  on  the  feed,  and  some  small  ones  have  been 
taken  up  to  51b.    Perch  fishing  with  the  minnow  and 
worm  on  several  private  waters  has  been  very  good.  The 
last  Sunday  special  train  was  run  to  Pershore  on  Sunday 
last,  and  was  well  patronised  by  near  upon  300  anglers; 
and  the  special  early  Sunday  morning  train  that  has  been 
run  by  the  Midland  company  during  the  summer  months 
will  cease  running  on  Sunday  next.    This  train  has  been 
largely  patronised  during  the  past  four  months,  and  has 
not  only  been  a  boon  to  the  anglers,  but  a  great  source  of 
income   to   the   railway   company.     The    Rose  and 
Crown  fished  their  annual  contest    at    Pershore  on 
Sunday  last.     A  large   number  of  members  turned 
out,  and  passed  a  very  enjoyable  day  in  the  "land 
of  plums."    The  contest  was  fished  on  the  Pensham 
side  of  the  river  by   the   kind   permission    of  Mr. 
Mytton.    The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration,  and 
was  fished  under  the  Association  rules.  The  chief  honours 
fell  to  Mr.  J.  Lewis,  the  vice-president  to  the  society. 
Mr.  C.  Wainwright  acted  as  referee.   The  winner  took  a 
nice  chub  of  over  SJlb.    The  prizes,  which  are  of  a 
valuable  kind,  will  be  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening  next. 
The  Bacchus  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on 
Sept.  23,  at  Kemsey,  near  to  Worcester.  The  contest  was 
a  decided  success,  as  nearly  the  whole  of  the  members 
succeeded  in  taking  fish.    The  first  five  prize  winners  are 
in  the  order  named  :  W.  Grigg,  W.  Overton,  0.  Nibbs,  T. 
Trout,  and  A.  Whitby.    The  prizes  wUl  be  distributed  on 
Tuesday  evening  next.    The  Newtown  Stafford  Club  hold 
their  annual  contest,  which  ia  open  to  all  England,  on 
Sept.  29,  in  the  canal  at  Radford,  near  Stafford.  The 
prizes  are  valued  at  £10  lOs.    Entrance  fee,  2g.,  which 
can  be  paid  on  the  ground  previous  to  the  conteat.  A 
general  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  will 
shortly  be  held  at  Birmingham. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

All  branches  of  angling  are  now  beginning  to  suffer  for 
want  of  rain.  There  has  been  no  downfall  of  importance 
for  upwards  of  a  month,  and  the  Fem  waters  are  conse- 
quently getting  unusually  low  and  clear.  Although  a  few 
good  bags  of  roach  have  been  secured  where  there  has  been 
a  judicious  application  of  gronnd-bait,  there  has  been  a 
marked  falling  off  in  this  class  of  sport  during  the  past 
week.  Only  those  who  have  exercised  the  greatest  care  in 
the  selection  and  manipulation  of  their  tackle  have  done 
any  good.  The  Mount  Pleasant  drain  ia  always  a  reliable 
stream,  even  in  a  bad  time,  but  even  here  it  has  been  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty  to  make  a  decent  basket.  Never- 
theless, sportsmen  will  find  the  Mount  Pleasant,  Bargate, 
and_  Forty-foot  drains  the  best  reaching  resorts.  Pike 
fishing  has  commenced  on  most  waters,  but  trelling  is 
being  considerably  hampered  by  the  weeds.  Fishing  from 
the  bank,  however,  is  practically  useless,  and  unless  the 
services  of  a  boat  are  requisitioned,  anglers  will  not  have  a 
very  good  time.  On  the  middle  sections  of  the  Witham  a 
few  brace  of  pike,  weighing  up  to  61b.  a-piece,  have  been 
killed.  Welland  anglers  continue  to  obtain  fairly  good 
sport  in  the,  Deeping  district.  Until  there  is  a  good 
downpour  of  rain,  however,  angling  generally  will  not 
improve. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Our  local  river— the  Hull— ia  now  in  first-class  condition 
for  coarse  fish  angling,  so  likewise  are  the  tributary 
streams  ;  but  trout  fishing  in  this  district  draws  to  a  close 
on  Oct.  2.  A  few  brace  of  trout  have  been  taken  during 
the  week  at  HemphoLme,  but  no  fish  of  any  size  worth 
recording  has  been  met  with,  and  those  that  have  been 
tiken  were  getting  out  of  condition.  Perch  fifbirg  haa 
been  partictilarly  good  during  thejweek  at  theteok  ends 
and  tail-end  of  eddies  in  the  tidal  waters ;  and  pike  are 


also  furnishing  fair  sport  in  the  top  stretches,  and  aa 
conditions  are  favourable,  gocd  roach  should  now  be 
taken,  both  with  paste  and  pearl  barley,  in  the 
upper  waters;  and  about  Hempholme  maggots  are 
accounting  for  some  splendid  dace,  the  best  fiah  of 
the  week  scaling  lOJcz.  Geod  roach  are  now  to  be 
had  at  Wilfholme  and  Pulfin,  the  bottoms  being  much  more 
cleared  of  weeds ;  and  Leven  Lock  ia  also  worthy  of  a 
visit,  either  for  roach  or  perch,  especially  the  latter  ;  and 
those  anglers  who  can  obtain  permission  for  the  canal 
will  do  well  amongst  both  roach,  bream,  and  chub.  The 
lower  waters  at  Wawne,  Cioey,  and  Dnnswell  are  in  good 
trim  for  roach  fishing;  in  fact,  down  to  Burton  Hall  condi- 
tions are  favourable  for  big  fish,  which  are  generally  to  be 
taken  in  the  lower  waters  on  neap  tides  at  this  time  of  the 
year.  Deep  fishing  with  paste,  odd  bream  of  good  size  have 
been  taken  during  the  week  ;  the  best  fiah  recorded, 
scaling  21b.  3oz.,  was  taken  near  the  pumping  station  on 
Monday  last;  and  to-day  (Saturday)  the  Waltonian 
Angling  Society  fish  their  fourth  and  last  match  of  the 
season  at  Wawne,  whilst  on  the  30th,  the  Old  Town 
Society  fish  their  last  match  at  Weelferry .  Several  of  onr 
local  anglers  during  the  week  have  visited  the  river 
Derwent,  and  although  tides  have  been  high  in  the  lower 
portion  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with,  and 
amongst  those  that  have  taken  fish  at  Wressle  and 
Menthorpe  Ferry  Mr.  Benjamin  Shearsmith,  of  the  East 
Hull  Society,  has  scored  with  a  bream  cf  31b.  4oz.,  and  on 
Tuesday  Mr  J.  Cheeseman  secured  nine  nice  fish  above 
Menthorpe,  four  of  which  scaled  6ib.  2oz.,  the  heaviest  a 
bream  of  21b.  4|oz. ;  and  higher  up  the  river,  at 
Malton,  some  very  nice  catches  of  roach  and  daca 
have  been  made,  and  on  the  Rye  some  of  our  local 
anglers  have  had  fair  sport  amongst  grayling.  The 
Market  Weighton  Canal  is  now  in  very  good  condition,  and 
sport  amongst  pike  and  perch  in  the  upper  portion  has 
been  very  fair.  To-morrow  (30th)  the  Kingston  Rovers 
fish  a  match  at  Newport,  leaving  Cannon-street  Station 
at  10.20  a.m.  Sport  on  the  Ancholme  stUl  continues  very 
fair,  especially  at  Horkstow  and  Saxby,  and  pike  fishing 
above  Brigg,  both  with  spinning  the  spoon  and  live  bait 
fishing,  has  of  late  proved  very  successful.  The  river 
Ludd  is  also  in  very  fair  form  for  either  all-round  angling 
or  match  fishing.  The  East  Hull  Angling  Society  fished 
their  third  match  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  and  participated  in 
very  fair  sport,  Mr.  B.  Shearsmith  taking  the  first  prize 
with  51b.  llfoz. ;  Mr.  T.  Sowerby  the  second,  with 
51b.  2oz. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Omes  third,  with  31b.  13|oz. ; 
Messrs.  W.  Crossland  and  W.  F.  B.  Calvert  having 
31b.  llfoz.  and  31b.  7ioz  respectively  to  their  credit  for 
fourth  and  fifth.  On  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  3,  the 
Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  hold 
a  council  meeting  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  at  8  p.m. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
On  Sept.  30  the  Garten  A.S.  are  due  at  Althorpe  to 
wind-up  the  season.  A  splendid  lot  of  prizes  wUl  be 
offered,  and  an  enjoyable  outing  expected.  The  Urmston 
and  Flixton  A.S.  in  their  last  match  at  Irlam  awarded  the 
prizes  to  Messrs.  G.  Eaton,  J.  W.  Jones,  W.  Finny,  C. 
Wyohe,  and  H.  Marrison.  To-day  they  are  fishing  for  the 
Stott  challenge  cup,  and  on  Oct.  6  the  wind-up  will  take 
place  for  some  good  prizes.  This  society  have  "  flitted  " 
from  the  Lord  Nelson  to  the  Bird  in  Hand  Hotel  at 
Flixton  for  convenience.  The  annual  contest  of  the 
Cadishead_  and  Irlam  Angling  Club  was  decided  last 
Saturday  in  the  waters  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling 
Associatien  at  Irlam.  The  report  says,  "  Sport  poor  and 
v»eightof  fish  very  small.  Thirty-six  competed,  but  only 
eight  out  of  fourteen  prizes  were  taken."  The  competi- 
tion for  the  gold  medal  and  title  of  champion  of  the 
Warrington  Association  was  successfully  disposed  of  last 
week-end" in  the  Weaver  at  Newbridge.  The  competitors 
consisted  of  local  prize  winners  in  the  recent  official 
association  contests.  After  a  keen  struggle,  lasting  two 
hours,  Mr.  Thos.  Robinson  was  declared  the  winner. 
The  Travellers'  Rest  Angling  Society  fished  a  contest  in 
the  Weaver  at  Newbridge  last  week-end,  for  five  prizes, 
which  were  awarded  to  Messrs.  Geo.  Birchall,  Thos.  Dob- 
son,  J.  Haslam,  Jas.  Seddon,  and  H.  Slack.  The  Stock- 
port and  County  Anglers'  Association  fished  their  seventh 
annual  match  in  private  waters  on  Monday  last.  The 
time  allowed  was  two  and  a  half  hours,  and  the  value  of 
the  prizes  £10,  which  were  awarded,  for  fair  weights,  to 
Messrs.  H.  Walker,  J.  Furness,  T.  Swarsbriok,  M.  Powden, 
E.  H.  Shaw,  W.  H.  Bowers,  Jos.  Taylor,  J.  Mclntvre. 
B.  T.  Fletcher,  F.  W.  Williamson,  and  A.  H.  Cross. 
Very  little  is  to  be  heard  from  our  rivers,  which  are  now 
practically  closed  for  all  kinds  of  trout  fishing,  and  the 
Ribble  altogether.  The  Wyre  continues  to  yield  the 
coarse  fisher  fair  .sport.  The  Ltme  has  been  in  fair  order 
for  fishing,  but  the  fiah  not  in  fair  order  for  feeding. 
Almost  every  angUng  organisation  in  Liverpool  is  in  full 
swing,  and  competitions  of  various  kinds  are  many.  The 
Black  Diamond  Angling  Society  (Hurst)  won  the  amalga- 
mation trophy. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  Openshaw  Central  Angling  Society  fish  their  third 
match  on  Oct.  7  at  Strinea,  and  a  gocd  muster  of  the  mem- 
bers is  asked  for.  The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  fished 
the  second  contest  of  the  season  on  Sept.  23  at  Saxilby, 
Sport  was  only  of  a  moderate  character,  but  all  fourteen 
prizes  were  won,  the  first  six  going  to  Messrs.  J.  Smith, 
A.  Turner,  R.  Burgess,  J.  Newton,  McDermott,  and  J. 
Mitchell.  Specials  were  awarded  to  R,  Smith  for  heaviest 
season's  gross  catch,  J.  Mitchell  for  heaviest  roach  for  the 
season,  and  J.  Newton  for  the  heaviest  fish  for  the  season. 
Two  of  the  Kingfishers,  Messrs.  Knowles  and  Baskerville, 
report  a  good  day  in  Cheshire,  returning  home  with  901b. 
of  coirse  fish.  The  Cornbrook  Angling  Society  fished 
their  second  match  on  Saturday  last  at  Broken  Cross, 
Ncrthwioh,  with  the  following  result :  Messrs.  J.  Carroll, 
8.  J .  Higginson,  and  W.  Hampson,  The  next  matob  is  down 
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for  decision  on  Oct.  6,  but  venue  not  yet  annoHnced. 
The  last  match  of  the  Victoria  AoKling  Society,  Long- 
sight,  was  fished  in  private  water  in  Cheshire  on  Saturday 
lait.  The  prizps  were  won  by  Messri.  0.  Wych,  Wm. 
Mairs,  and  L.  Hothersall ;  W.  Mairs  also  takps  medal  for 
the  largest  fish  caught  in  all  matches.  The  George 
Angling  Society  were  atiDiggle  last  week-end  in  the  hope  of 
quitting  some  deferred  prizes  from  their  match  at  North- 
wioh.  but  only  got  rid  of  two,  to  Messrs  Alf  Charlesworth 
and  J.  Hamnett.  A  further  attempt  to  dispose  of  these 
prizss  will  be  made  at  Worsley  on  Oct.  6.  The  Good 
Intent  Angling  Society,  Manchester,  visited  Middlewood 
on  Saturday  last,  and  fished  a  match;  twenty-sev«n 
members  competed  for  two  hours,  and  captured  over  100 
fish,  the  weights  going  from  4|oz  to  IJoz.  for  the  eight 
prizes.  Mr.  Greaves  won  special  medal  for  heaviest  gross 
weight  with  twenty-six  fish,  15|oz,  This  society  commences 
the  new  year  on  Monday,  Oct.  8.  The  Hulme  Ellesmere 
Angling  Society  commence  their  new  financial  year  on 
Monday  next,  Oct.  1.  The  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society 
wound  up  a  successful  season  on  Saturday  last  with  a 
social  function  in  two  events ;  first  of  all,  a  fishing  match, 
C»dds  V.  Evens,  and  then  an  evening  at  the  Icubhouse  with  a 
good  spread  and  plenty  of  harmony.  To-day,  the  King- 
fishers are  giving  their  annual  dinner  to  the  farmers  over 
whose  land  they  pass  in  fishing  their  private  waters. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  waters  of  this  district  are  in  much  better  condition 
now  than  last  week,  consequently  sport  has  improved 
somewhat.  Bream  have  been  feeding  fairly,  and  some 
nice  baskets  of  these  fish,  together  with  a  few  good  roach, 
have  been  obtained  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  At 
Brundall  a  fair  bag  was  obtiined  yesterday  (Tuesday).  At 
Horning,  on  the  Bure,  Mr.  C.  F.  Haines,  of  London, 
among  other  anglers,  has  been  having  good  sport.  On 
Sept.  21  he  took,  in  a  short  day's  fishing,  421b.  of 
bream,  roach,  and  rudd,  also  two  pike  of  4 Jib.  each,  all  on 
fine  tackle  and  worm.  Sea  fishing  is  coming  on  now,  and 
anglers  in  this  district  are  looking  forward  to  this  brioch 
of  angling  to  fill  the  gap  between  summer  bottom  fishing 
and  winter  pike  fishing.  Already  some  quantities  of 
whiting  have  been  taken  at  Yarmouth  and  other  places,  but 
they  have  been  mostly  small  fish  up  to  the  present. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

A  very  good  catch  of  barbel  was  brought  off  in  the 
Clifton  waters  on  Monday.  The  once  famous  "Coal 
Hole  "  had  undergone  a  substantial  worm  baiting,  and  on 
operating  upon  it  on  the  day  named,  the  baiters — Messrs, 
Arthur  Neap  and  John  Wilson — succeeded  in  oap'^uring 
fifteen  splendid  fish,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  chub  and 
eels.   At  Shardlow  sundry  barbel  have  again  fallen  to  the 


rod  of  Mr.  S.  Wallis ;  and  at  Holme  Pierrepont  and 
Holme  Trees  fieh  have  been  killed  by  Messrs.  J.  Lowater 
and  W.  Hobson.  Mr,  A.  0.  Jones,  captain  of  the  Notts 
County  cricket  eleven,  has  scored  with  our  correspondent 
at  Stoke,  and  f  lir  takes  have  been  met  with  at  Kelham  and 
Thrumpton.  Members  of  the  Fox  and  Owl  Society 
ergaged  recently  in  a  competition  for  prizes  at  Cavendish 
Bridge,  the  stretch  there  being  kindly  placed  at  their 
disposal  by  the  executive  of  the  Wellington  Society.  Most 
of  the  competitors  caught  fish,  and  the  leading  awards 
were  secured  by  the  following :  Messrs.  A.  Stevenson,  B. 
Stevenson,  H.  Aston,  W.  H.  Stevenson,  J.  Sharpies,  C. 
Pidd,  W.  Burnham,  J.  Bosooe,  J.  Walker,  D.  Beaumont, 
and  J.  Luwis  (hon.  sec).  On  Saturdty  afternoon  the  City 
Piscatorials  decided  another  of  their  periodical  matches  at 
BoUeston.  Sixteen  members  entered,  and  fifteen  of  the 
number  dr»w  "blood,"  Winners:  First,  J.  Hewson, 
21b.  lljoz. ;  second,  C,  Griffith,  2ib.  IJoz. ;  third,  W. 
Roper,  21b.  |oz. ;  fourth,  W.  Speed,  21b.  Joz.  The  prizes 
were  given  by  Messrs.  W.  0.  Hickson,  W.  Speed,  R.  R. 
Fleeman,  and  W.  Griffith.  At  Kelham,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
W,  Hodgson  creeled,  with  wheat,  28Ib.  of  roach,  having, 
on  Saturday,  caught  about  201b.  At  a  select  dinner  of  the 
Wellington  S  ciety,  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  enterprising 
honorary  secretary,  was  presented  with  a  magnificent  gold 
albert  and  £2  Jubilee  piece  as  pendant,  in  recognition  of 
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Benetfink  &  Co.,  89,  90,  107  &  108, 
Cheapside,  E.C. 

J.  BEBNAJtD  &  Sons,  6,  Chnroh-plaoe, 
Piccadilly. 

C.  J.  Bbown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 

Cabteb  &  Co.,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-rotkd,  Kentish 
Town. 

Eaton  ft  Delleb,  6  ft  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Fablow  ft  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
FoEBEST  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 

J.  Gillbtt,  40,  Fetter-lane,  B.C. 
[Wholesale  ft  Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

Habdt  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

61,  Pall  Mall. 
J.  W.  Hatton,  216,  Cambridge-road, 
E. 

G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bulmer),  62, 

Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 
HoLBEOW  ft  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 
HoLBOTD  Bbos.,  59,  Graoeohuroh-street, 

E.C. 

G.  LtTTLE  ft  Co.,  63,  Haymarket, 
S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jenuyn-street,  St.  James's. 
0»DEN  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 

Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  ft  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-road, 
W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Martin,  8,  Seymonr-atreet, 
Enston-square. 

J.  RiCHABDSON  (late  of  Dunhill's),  123, 
Enston-road,  N.W. 

Mrs.  SoWERBUTTS,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.  J.Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston-square,  W. 
P.  T.  Williams  ft  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 

10,  Great  Qneeu-street,  W.C. 

LostwithieL — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Bboad,  Queen-street. 


Newtown,  N.Wales,— Fbed.W.  Gookk, 

Short  Bridge-street. 

Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-et.  ; 

J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 

Nottineham,— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theakeb,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  ft  Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitehousb,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh.— John  White,  30,  M  wket-st. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Qneen-st. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Bbooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  ft  R.  Bbooks,  62,  Southside-street. 
Heardeb  &  Sons,  195,  Union-stieet. 

Beading. — J.  Psbbt  ft  Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Bedditch. — S.  Allcoce  ft  Co.,  standard 

Works.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Babtleet  ft  Sons,  Abbey  Milla. 

[Wlxolesale  only.] 
Alfbed  Booeeb  ft  Co.  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  Milwabd  &  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  ft  Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 

only.] 

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames.— Gatnob  ft 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvBBABD  RiPLET,  5,  King-stroet. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — Chab.  Spbncbb, 

Finkle-atreet. 

Bothbory. — w.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBT. 

Scarborough.  —  Frank   Rhodes,  5, 
Nortb'  street. 
Wm.  J.  Clabkb,  44,  Hautress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  &  Macphbeson 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  ft  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea  — B.  Evanb  ft  Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depdt,  Castle  Bailey-st. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Bbown,  64,  Georgo-st. 

&.lnwick  — Habdt  Bbos.,  L.  ft  N.  British 
Works.   

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Ajidover,  Hants. — E.  Chambbblain. 
Ashbourne. — D.  and  w.  h.  Fostbe. 
Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Rowb,  62, 

High-street. 

Beccles. — R.  Tilnet  ft  Son. 

Belfast. — J-  Beaddbll  ft  Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allpobt, 
60,  Whittall-street. 
C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vanghan-st. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
Jambs  Mobgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  ft  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul's -square. 
W.  H.  Rtdeb  &  Sons,  1,  Porchester-st. 
Wm.  Stebnbebg,  43,  Soho-hill.  

Bishop  Auckland. — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Pishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn. — James  GEEOSON,Peimy-Bt. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleaklet,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dtee,  19  ft  20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundet  ft  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 
George  Kenwat. 
W.  TucKEE,  Manufacturer. 

Bnilth  Wells. — Septimus  Pbicb,  12, 
High-street. 

W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Depot. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff. — E.  Eichabdson,  "Silver  Pish," 
Bridge-street. 
William  Da  vies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
oomb-street. 
Ogdbn  ft  Scotfobd,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale ft  Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Tbuman. 

Clitheroe.— Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Darlington.— J.  F.  Smtthe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carriagton-st. 

Dublin.— C.  Weekes  ft  Co.,  26  ft  27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  ft  RetaiL] 

Edinburgh.— Hardy  Bros.,  5,  South  St. 
 David-street. 

Eton. — Cecil  Howlett. 
Bambeidge. 

Exeter.— W.  Osboene,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Pbickman,  12,  North-street. 


ExmOUth.— Miss  Ellis,  Ply-Tier,  13, 

Danby-terraoe. 

Fairford,  GlOS. — Samuel  Buege. 
Felton.— W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.- e.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salingeb,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings. — Dowsett,  a.  C,  10,  York 
Buildings. 

Henley-on-Thames. — Mead,  Stanley, 
Duke  street. 

Hereford  —T.  Cooke,  22J,  Maylord-et. 

Hertford. — Simson  &  Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull, — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford, — Fbebman  Bbos.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness. — J.  Gbaham  ft  Co.,  27, 

Union-street. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Killarney. — T.  McCabtht,  Main-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devoa.- S.  Pebeott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Eingsland,  Herefordshire,  B.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lngg  Cottage. 

Eingston-on-Thames  —  J.R.Richabd- 

SON,  67,  High-street. 
J.  E.  WiLLiNGHAM,  35,  High-street. 

Langholm. — Joe  Andebson,  59,  High-st 

Leamingfbon  Spa.— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linslet  Bbos.,  lO,  Commeroial- 

street. 

0.  J.  Beooks,  43,  Park-lane. 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street. 

Leicester.— H.  Clark  ft  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 

Leybum,  Yorks.- J.  P.  Lton,  Post 

Office. 

Limerick.— A.  Nestob,  George-street. 

[Wholesale  ft  Retail.]  

Lincoln, — Andbews  &  Paekinson,  36, 

Melville-street. 
M.  Baenes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J.  W.  Walkeb,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  —  w.   Ramsbottok,  14b, 

North  John-street. 
H.  Whittt,  15,  Basnett-street. 
R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

London.— T.  Aldeed,   llO,  Edgware- 
road,  N.W. 
Alfebd  ft  Son,  20,  Moorgate-street, 
E.C. 

F.  Anstiss,  23,  First-street,  Walton, 
street,  S.W. 

Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Net- 
ting Hill.  ' 

W.  Bartleet  ft  Sons,  11  ft  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 


Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Peabn,  38,  Chester- 
gate. 

Machjmlleth.  —  B.  Peabce,  Coventry 
House. 

Manchester. — W.  Chambbbs  ft  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Haedy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

12  and  14,  Moult-st.,  Cross-st. 
R.  Ramsbottoh,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D,  Slatbb,  Stodmau-st, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R.  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-street. 
MuETON.  [Wholesale  ft  RetaiL] 
Thos.  Pafe  27,  Collingwood-street. 


Taunton.— Ghoegb  Hinton,  Pore-st. 
Thrapston. — A.  Baegh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.Devon.— JD.Bastabd, 

Torridge  House. 

Twickenham, — F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7 
London-road. 

Uppingham,  Butlands.— J.  L 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Wolverhampton. — T.  Shakbspeabb,  9, 

Market-street. 

York, — H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Davy-frate. 
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the  valuable  eervicea  he  has  rendered  to  the  club  for  many 
years  past.  The  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  W. 
Gregory,  the  treasurer,  and  was  suitably  acknowledged  by 
the  recipient,  whose  health  was  drunk  with  musical 
honours.   Barbel  fishing  will  soon  be  over  for  the  season. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  long  spell  of  dry  weather  has  had  a  rather 
unfavourable  effect  on  most  of  the  waters  patronisid  by 
our  anglers,  having  done  but  poorly.    Angling  in  the 
Irent  has  been  mostly  a  failure,  the  general  run  of  baskets 
being  21b.  or  31b.    There  were,  of  course,  exceptions,  and 
m  one  case  the  angler  landed  about  a  stone  of  fish,  the 
catch  including  two  nice  bream  of  about  2Mb.  a-piece 
and  roach  runmng  from  6oz.  to  Jib.    Maggot  was  the  best 
bait.    Mount  Pleasant  has  done  badly,  but  the  Witham  has 
come  out  fairly  well.    The  weeding  has  not  been  perfect 
but  the  catches  have  been  satisfactory,  and  roach  have 
dra,wn  the  scale  at  lib.  a-piece.    Maggot  has  here  again 
proved  the  kilhng  bait,  wheat  baing  "off."    Rain  is 
badly  wanted,  as  the  waters  are  low,  and  in  many  instances 
as  clear  as  gin,  and  a  good  fresh  is  wanted  to  clear  away 
the  accumulation  of  rubbish.    The  second  annual  com- 
Fu  Q?"        \  challenge  shield  under  the  management  of 
«ie  Bheflield  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Society  was  fished  at 
Bngg  on  Monday,  the  competition  being  open  to  teams  of 
four  anglers.    The  winning  team  scaled  71b.  S^oz.,  which 
included  five  bream,  weighing  61b.,  caught  by  one  member 
alone.    The  second  best  individual  catch  was  31b.  5|oz 
which  consisted  of  ten  fish,  four  of  which  were  breami 
ihere  is  a  dispute  as  to  the  winning  team,  twe  of  the 
members  having  changed  stations,  thus  allowing  one  man 
to  get  among  the  bream. 


the  tackle,  but  getting  entangled  in  the  weeds,  the 
angler  managed  to  secure  it.    Within  an  hour  the  same 
rodsman  caught  a  pike  weighing  91b.     The  Fulford 
JB  riendly  A.S.  fished  their  final  match  in  the  Derwent 
halt  a  mile  below  Sutton  Dam,  on  the  18th  inst.  The 
weigh-m  disclosed  moderate  results,  but  generally  the  fish 
which  consisted  principally  of  roach,  were  a  good  sample' 
J!j.  Smith,  51b.  12Joz.,  headed  the  winners;  H.  Barker 
41b.  15foz.,  was  second;  T.  Coop,  41b.  12|oz.,  third  ;  and 
Ji.  Staines,  41b.  2Jo2.,  fourth.    The  special  for  the  highest 
aggregate  in  the  four  Matches  went  to  H.  Chapman,  with 
171b.  3oz. ;  and  that  for  the  heaviest  six  fish  in  the  last 
two  matches-21b.  15oz.— to  A.  Sampson.    The  members 
ot  the  City  of  York  A.C.  held  their  second  match  of  the 
season  at  Nun  Monkton.    W.  J.  Smith,  first,  took  the 
special  for  the  largest  roach— a  very  fine  specimen ;  and 
ii.  Hughes,  fifth,  secured  that  for  the  largest  chub,  which 
weighed  over  lib.    Chub,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  were  the 
principal  fish  caught.    The  York  (South  Bank)  Working 
Men  s  Club  A  A.,  recently  formed,  fiehsd  the  first  match 
at  Acaster  on  Saturday,  when  a  good  list  of  prizes  was 
arranged.     In  the  result  S.  Leathley  led  the  winners 
who  numbered  thirteen,  there  being  several  specials.  St! 
JJenms  s  A^.  concluded  their  matches  of  the  season  at 
iNlewton-on-Onse  recently,  when,  owing  to  the  clear  water, 
the  catches  ruled  small.   The  largest  catch  weighed  41b. 


WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
Ajjglers  m  this  district  have  been  busy  this  week.  The 
weather  has  been  simply  beautiful,  and  although  sport  has 
not  been  good,  the  fisherman  has  enjoyed  his  outing  in 
observing  the  glorious  change  in  the  face  of  Nature 
arrayed  as  she  is  m  her  beautiful  and  gorgeous  autumn 
coverings.   A  great  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the 
hevern,  and  a  few  good  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
taken  at  dpton-on-Severn,  Clevelode,   Kempsey.  and 
other  places,  but,  generally  speaking,  sport  was  not  good. 
Ihe  leme  is  very  low  indeed,  and  little  can  be  done  witb- 
w-iwu*^*-  .TM  Srayling  are  now  coming  on  nicely. 
With  the  fly  at  Kmghtsford  Bridge  a  gentleman  had  some 
very  fine  ones  over  lib,  each  and  a  large  trout.  Several 
other  gentlemen  bad  several  brace  each  in  the  Martlev 
aistriot,  and  a  lot  of  capital  dace.    The  maggot  has  killed 
fairly  well  all  down  the  river.    The  Avon  hfs  been  much 
resorted  to,  but  sport  has  been  very  much  off.  Several 
individual  catches  have  been  had,  notably,  Mr.  J.  Bishop 
of  the  Sabrma  Club,  fishing  at  Defford,  caught  seven  fi£e 
perch  weighing  141b.,  besides  other  fish.  Mr.  J.  Jones  had 
also  101b.  of  roach  and  small  bream.  Pike  are  on  the  move 
and  some  of  our  anglers  have  been  after  them.  Mr 
Wilmot  Lunn,  fishing  with  the  spoon  bait  at  Camp,  on 
the  Severn  caught  three  fine  conditioned  fish,  weighing 
together  141b  ,  heaviest  6ilb.    Mr.  J.  Heams,  of  the  York 

Mb'"  tI^V"?^  w  ^TnfK\^'f'^°'^'  51b.  the  other 
2Jlb.  The  NaR  s  Head  Club  had  a  contest  in  the  Avon  at 
Wyre  on  Sept  23.  Sport  very  slow.  The  following  were  the 
Z»f  R  f^l-^*  Dolphin;  Messrs^ Cosnett, 

Jones,  Ratchffe  and  J.  Mealing  taking  the  other  prizes  in 
the  order  named.    The  Talbot  Inn  Club  (Pershore)  had  a 

weighed  in  Mr.  Geo.  Ludlow  took  first  and  special  (a 
barrel  of  beer)  with  about  Ulb.  of  fish  ;  Messrs.  W 
Marshall,  -  Denmote  and  A.  Brant  takinglthe  remainder 
of  the  prizes  in  the  order  named.  The  York  House  Club 
W  f  Severn  at  Kempsey  on 

first  ilf  P?tCnV"\"  ru'-""^  7°J"  Harold  was 
»Hn»<.ir  *  I  ^®°°';,^V  I?  this  club  a  member  is  only 
allowed  to  fake  one  first  prize  in  a  season  ;  both  the  above- 
named  members  have  taken  a  first  prize  previously  and 
mLII^  at  loggerheads  as  to  how  the  prizes  are  to  be 
allotted.  The  Jubilee  Angling  Clnb  (Evesham)  had  a 
contest  near  the  town  on  Wednesday  last,  and  had  fair 
f?  won  first  prize;  Mr.  E.  Baynes 

second;  G.  Watkins  third  ;F.  Hale,  fourth  ;  J.  Griffin 
mul  w  Jni^'w^^  '  f'"^  x^^'^K*-  Naylor,  seventh.  The 
White  Hart  Club  (Pershore)  had  their  annual  contest  in 
the  Avon.  Sport  was  very  slow.  Mr.  Young  won  first 
fourti  J-^t^-./'oo'id  .-A.  Nayler.  third;  !).  Cosnett 
^urth.    No  big  takes  can  be  expected  until  we  have  more 

rultnri.T8  """"^ 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  Ripon  magistrates  on  the  19th  inst.  administered  a 
timely  warning  to  a  Leeds  angler  who  went  forth  on 
Sunday,  the  9th  inst.,  to  fish  with  rod  and  line  for  trout  in 
to  fhTv  ^Jl-'"'^'?^*  ^  M---  5'arrar  Stead,  officer 

^am«  lo'^w ^n'^*"^  defendant-his 
sS  ^a^-  t?"^       ^'^-^o  ^*  J«  a  shoeing 

Wr,^H  f  V.'\"«^^  address  as  Kirkstall-terrace, 

vii.  I  'l       ^  '"'^^^  experienced  some  difficulty  in  finding 
his  real  address,  which,  it  seemed,  was  5,  Selkirk-terrace 
Sw^hter*^:,  The  man  had  since  taU  oTa  licenc^; 
M=,r.^  11      ^.^'^'■f      Kirkstall-road  appeared.  Richard 
Marshall  water  bailiff,  said  he  found  the  defendant  fish 
mSs  id'  ^"-^  baited  with 

Md  ?haL  "°  '"'I''  ^^J'^V  O''®  """d  '^a*  «  his  hand, 
Wh«n  »l  '  one  at  each  side  of  him,  laid  upon  the  grass 
When  witness  a^*ed  Onions  for  his  licence  he  said  he 

water\°a?liff  ^t""  ^'^'""^  P«"«ed  the 

M  i^y*.^.""?  ^        c^tcl'."  was  the  ready 

of  ffifof''-  t^'^J'^^  defendant  was  liable  to  a  fini 

A  fin«  nf  ift"^  ''^^  ""^'^  Summoned  for  one  rod. 

the  fivf  l'\  """^  """^  Pishing  in 

m«rr,hJ  ■  b«low  Smnton,  near  Malton,  on  Sunday,  a 
fiir»^-  D«r«ent  A.C.  brought  to  the  bank  a  big 

fish  which  weighed  nst  over  Ulb.   After  the  bite  it  brokl 


[_We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  'Correspondents.) 

GRAND  TROUT  FISHING  IN  HERTFORDSHIRE. 

Dear  Sie,— Just  a  few  words  to  give  an  account  of  two 
small  outings  in  a  small  river  in  the  County  of  Herts 
1  arrived  on  the  river  bank  with  a  gale  blowing  from  the 
north-eaet,  and  quite  the  most  unlikely  day  for  fishing  one 
would  pick  out  in  the  month  of  May.  I  started  with  a 
cross  wind,  but  could  do  nothing,  S9  tried  with  the  wind 
at  my  back,  and  throwing  a  long  line  with  a  small  double 
hooked  fly,  sunk  in  about  ten  minutes.  I  was  into  a  real 
good  fish.  He  gave  me  good  spirt  for  eight  or  ten 
minutes  and  I  thought  I  had  it  well  beaten,  but  he  gave  a 
big  rush  and  jumped  clear  out  of  the  water.  I  could  see 
him— a  good  4§lb.  to  6lb  — and  wag  into  a  bed  of  weeds  on 
the  opposite  side.  A  friend  went  round  and  moved  him 
with  a  pole,  and  he  rushed  further  into  the  weeds,  and  the 
hooks  came  away.  I  don't  think  I  ever  was  more  disap- 
pointed. My  fnend  said,  "  You  won't  get  another,"  and 
It  Jooked  It,  as  the  wind  by  this  time  was  very  strong 
However,  I  went  down-stream  about  20yds.,  and  started 
c'u"'"  w  *  ^  ^^^'■^  throws  I  was  into  another  good 

A  r/^*  ^^^^^^  °*  S^^'^Sr  into  the  weeds  again, 
and  after  a  first  rash  of  quite  20yds,  he  was  up  and  down 
stream  at  a  terrific  speed  ;  but  I  thought  he  should  not 
beat  nie  by  getting  foul  of  them,  so  I  was  very  hard  on 
him.  My  small  steel-centre  rod  bent  nearly  double,  and 
after  ten  minutes  of  grand  fun  my  friend  had  the  net 
under  him,  and  he  was  a  perfect  picture,  4ilb.  I  started 
after  a  few  minutes,  again,  and  little  dreaming  I  should 
soon  beat  the  fish  I  had  just  caught,  but  within  a  few 
minutes  was  hard  at  work  with  the  best  fighting  trout  I 
ever  hooked.  He  had  the  fly  close  under  the  bank,  for 
which  he  came  with  a  great  swirl  (more  like  a  salmon) 
from  the  centre  of  the  river,  and  ran  all  my  line  out  but 
a  yard  or  two— I  had  35yd8.— down-stream  to  what  was 
evidently  his  home  at  a  bend  of  the  river,  quite 
100yds.  from  where  he  was  hooked,  and,  the  river  beini;? 
clearer  from  weeds,  I  had  a  better  chance.  Once  I 
thought  I  must  have  a  break,  as  under  the  opposite  bank 
the  line  touled  a  piece  of  wood  coming  down  the  river,  and 
carried  it  al<  ng  for  lOyds.  or  16yds.  The  fish  must  have 
been  well  hooked,  for  he  jumped  clear  of  the  water  a 
dozen  times  before  my  friend  again  did  the  neoeseary  with 
the  net;  and  our  second  fish  was  6Jlb.,  21in.  long,  and 
biin.  deep— a  perfect  fish,  and  as  they  lay  together  we 
both  admired  them.  The  first  fish  was  20in.  long,  and 
5iin.  deep,  and  lib.  lees  in  weight. 

We  had  a  quiet  smoke  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
and  walking  towards  home  I  had  another  fish,  which  gave 
me  almost  as  much  sport,  and  this  weighed  Sflb.  I  had 
been  fishing  less  than  two  hours,  and  to  get  three  fish 
with  a  gross  weight  of  13|lb.,  before  half-past  twelve  so 
satisfied  me  that  I  did  not  fish  at  all  in  the  afternoon,  but 
had  an  hour  s  fishing  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  but  did  not  do  anything.  I  fished  two  or 
three  hours  next  day,  and  again  had  a  grand  bit  of  sport, 

fish  "im"  °*  ^  ^"'"^  fi'^ 

I  did  not  go  to  the  place  fishing  for  a  month,  and  this 
tiine  the  sun  was  blazing  hot  and  the  water  gin  clear,  so  I 
fashed  this  time  with  the  same  fly,  and  upstream.    I  had 
one  hsh  lu  the  morning,  almost  as  soon  as  I  started,  but  he 
was  the  baby  of  the  party- qnite  a  perfect  fish,  of  241b 
1  lost  another  one.  I  could  hardly  say  what  he  was,  as  he 
gave  one  big  rush  and  the  hook  came  away  ;  I  think  by 
the  way  he  pulled  he  would  have  gone  between  31b.  and 
41b.    In  the  afternoon  I  had  another  of  41b.,  but  this  was 
the  worst  shaped  fish  of  all  I  got  there-an  old  cock  fish 
with  a  kelt-like  lower  jiw.    I  fished  very  hard  all  the 
evening  thmkmg  I  was  bound  to  get  a  brace  or  more  of 
fish,  but  they  would  follow  the  fly  and  come  quite  to  you 
but  never  rush  for  it  as  the  others  did.    I  had  made  up 
my  mmd  to  give  it  up  as  a  bad  job,  but  there  was  a  likely- 
lookmg  place  under  a  big  willow.    The  fly  pitched  quite 
agamst  the  trunk  of  the  tree  and  rebounded  into  the  river 
It  had  not  gone  a  yard  under  water  when  I  knew  I  was 
into  another  of  the  big  ones,  and,  the  river  being  15yds 
wide  at  this  part,  and  all  the  weeds  cut  a  few  days  before' 
1  had  great  fun  up-stream  and  down-stream,  several  times 


leaping  clear  of  the  water  (every  fish  I  took  jumped  out  of 
the  water  more  or  less),  and  for  qnite  fifteen  minutes  I 
had  some  of  the  grandest  sport  one  evAr  had.  We  landed 
him  about  8.30,  and  he  weighed  just  5ilb.  I  had  another 
go  at  them  next  day,  but  did  not  get  another  big  one  I 
took  three  more,  of  3Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  and  3|lb.,  making  a  iotsA 
ot  SIX  fish,  weighing  22Jlb.  I  shall  never  have  such  sport 
again  to  get  so  big  an  average— eleven  fish,  weighing  42ilb 
1  hey  were  all  taken  with  the  same  fly  and  two  of  Carter's 
2-yard  oasts,  medium  to  fine.— Yours  truly, 

r„,        ,     ^      ...         More  Than  Satisfied. 

[Eleven  trout  weighing  42ilb.  may  well  have  satisfied 
our  correspondent.— Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Sir.— Your  very  able  correspondent,  C.  W.  Gedney,  is 
about  right  in  what  he  says  of  Irish  sea  trout  and  salmon 
hshing.  Personally,  I  don't  quite  see  how  he  manages  to 
do  It  even  at  £15  a  week,  if  he  goes  to  the  best  localities 
in  the  west  of  Ireland,  and  if  really  good  value  is  looked 
I?*"  a  month's  angling  tour  will  cost  rather  more 

than  £60  or  £70.  As  for  the  well  written  and  very  read- 
able articles  that  appear  so  regularly  from  various  parties 
puffing  up  the  fishing  latterly  to  be  had  in  Ireland,  I  can 
only  say  they  have  led  to  more  bother  and  disappoint- 
ment than  the  most  misleading  of  displayed  advertise- 
ments that  still  catch  the  unwary  and  uninitiated.  Why 
(Jlenhest,  who  ought  to  know  something  about  Irish 
angling,  should  commit  himself  to  the  manifest  errors  he 
so  frequently  does  is  a  mystery  to  all  those  who  know  him 
But  m  the  L-js/i  Field,  and  in  other  journals  too,  I  have 
frequently  had  to  point  out  errors  in  his  contributions  in 
regard  to  both  shooting  and  fishing  in  this  country  —I 
a«n>  D'Arct  I.  Hamilton,  M.D. 

, „      (A.ngling  Editor  of  the  Irish  Field,  &o.) 
Dabhn,  Sept.  24.  '  ' 

t^t  'l?®tting  nearly  time  to  close  the  correspondence  on 
this  subject.  It  will  have  done  good  if  it  makes  clear  to 
Irish  and  other  hotel  and  fishery  proprietors  that  high 
charges  drive  away  custom.  We  know  from  personal 
experience  and  from  that  of  friends  that  good  fishing  is 
to  be  had  on  reasonable  terms  in  Ireland.  Oar  advice  to 
visitors  has  always  been  to  ascertain  beforehand  what  the 
charges  are  at  hotels,  including  boats,  cars,  &c.— Ed  ] 


,,  S^^^.  SlJ'.— I  wish  to  confirm  the  statement  made  by 
Jiixperience    m  your  issue  of  Sept.  8  with  respect  to  the 
charges  at  Clonbur. 

I  paid  a  short  visit  to  that  district  in  August  of  laat 
year  and  like  "  Experience,"  Is.  par  day  was  tacked  on 
for  attendance. 

I  notice  Mr.  Joyce  says  in  his  letter  that  he  pays  all  his 
servants,  thus  doing  away  with  tips  eo  much  hated  by 
iiuglishmen,  yet  when  you  depart  waiter,  chambermaid 
boots,  &c.,  are  all  carefully  "on  hand"  waiting  to  bid 
your  honour  "  good-bye. 

With  respect  to  the  jirvey,  I  waa  much  astonished  on 
my  arrival  at  Ballinrobe  staHon  at  this  person  demanding 
payment  for  the  various  drives  I  had  indulged  in  during 
my  stay.  ' 

Of  course,  I  informed  him  that  these  were  charged  in 
my  bill,  and  that  I  supposed  he  got  paid  by  Mr.  Joyce. 
He  emphatically  denied  receiving  any  pajmpnt  whatever 
and  said  that  he  depended  upon  what  the  "  gintlemen  " 
gave  him.  Eventually,  and  to  avoid  a  eoene,  I  did  pay  the 
man  lOj.  t-  j  » 

I  have  paid  many  visits  to  Ireland,  and  my  advice  to  all 
anglers  about  to  pay  that  country  a  visit  is  to  ascertain  the 
probable  cost  as  per  advertised  charges,  and  then  add  75 
per  cent,  for  contingencies  and  extras. 
I  enclose  my  card,  and  remain— Yours  truly,     A.  P 


Dear  SiE,--Mr.  Gedney  has  given  us  his  last  word, 
bo  be  It.  This  shall  be  my  last  criticism.  Bat  if  this 
gentleman  writes  any  more  nonsense  about  the  west  of 
Ireland,  it  shall  be  my  duty  and  my  pleasure  to  expose 
him  again. 

There  is  nothing  to  answer  in  his  final  effort.  Like  its 
predecessor,  it  is  remarkable  for  its  petulant  tone  and  its 
vague  generalities,  but  contains  no  attempt  at  definite 
argument.  But  there  are  one  or  two  points  which  deserve 
comment.  First  we  find  a  conundrum  dealing  with 
transposed  figures,  the  delicate  subtlety  of  which  I  admit 
my  utter  inability  to  comprehend.  Our  philanthropist 
prompted  solely  by  a  desire  to  serve  his  fellow  fisher- 
men, confesses  that  he  purposely  wrote  inaccurate 
figures.  This  explains  much.  But  the  difficulty  lies,  not 
in  detecting  the  errors,  but  in  discriminating  between 
those  set  down  "purposely"  and  those  due  merely  to 
personal  ignorance. 

Then  we  are  given  the  interesting,  but  scircely  perti- 
msnt,  information  that  Mr.  Gedney  has  sat  for  thirty 
years  in  an  editorial  chair.  Also  he  has  spent  £1000  (at 
least)  m  Ireland.  One  cannot  congratulate  him  on  the 
results  of  either  experience.  His  persistent  desire  to  con- 
fuse the  issues  and  to  avoid  definite  answers  to  the 
questions  I  hdve  raised  cin  have  but  one  interpretation 
He  IS  not  sufficiently  sure  of  his  information  to  dare  set  it 
"  Sro'°  "I^*®-    7*^**  hasty  and  unfortunate 

J  '    °l°''te<i  forth  in  a  moment  of  irritation 

would,  of  course,  never  have  been  written  if  Mr.  Gedney 
had  given  the  matter  a  moment's  thought.  Its  utter 
'bsurdity  has  been  proved  over  and  over  again. 
^  Mr.  Gedney,  taking  his  stand  on  the  stronghold  of 
actual  personal  experience,"  claims  to  know  what  he  is 
talking  about.  I  asked  him  what  was  the  extent  of  his 
personal  experience  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  He  repUed 
that  he  has  fished  "in  Ireland  "  for  seventeen  or  eighteen 
years.  It  is  a  clever  trick,  but  patent.  I  am  more  than 
ever  convinced  that  his  experience  was  gained  in  any  other 
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part  of  Ireland  than  Mayo  and  Galway ;  bis  knowledge  of 
those  two  counties  beinf  merely  the  "smattering" 
gathered  in  the  epace  of  a  few  weeks.  His  claim  to  local 
knowledge  ia  apparently  based  on  the  fact  that  he  is  not 
an  Irishman ! 

So  I  must  Isave  this  egregious  champion  of  his  fellow 
fishermen.  Fortunately  the  fisheries  of  Mayo  and  Ga.Iway 
are  too  good  to  be  harmed  by  deliberate  and  foolish  mis- 
representation on  the  part  of  a  casual  Kentish  visitor. 
Not  a  few  of  your  readers  will,  I  hope,  prove  the  matt«r 
for  themselves  next  season.  Better  still,  let  them  cross 
Hie  Channel  during  the  coming  winter  and  try  for  some 
of  the  large  pike  that  inhabit  the  three  great  lakes — and 
good  sport  be  with  them.— Yours  faithfully, 

  Glenhest. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  last  letter  which  appeared  in  your 
journal  I  thought  I  made  it  elear  about  the  29.  charged  to 
non-club  members,  that  a  portion  of  this  money  goes  to 
help  preservation  when  the  amount  subscribed  does  not 
make  up  the  amount  required  to  pay  water  bailiffs.  Where 
there  is  a  bye-law  passed  and  made  into  law  any  constituted 
club  can  take  charge  of  the  rivers  in  the  spawning  season. 
Ool.  O'Hara,  Galway,  is  president  of  the  Lough  Mask 
Fishing  Clab.  I  am  myself  treasurer,  and  my  son,  William 
Joyce,  is  secretary.  The  Eev.  Father  Waters,  Dr. 
Hagerty,  Mr.  Henry  Hodgson,  Capt.  Jones,  Mr.  Harry 
MoKeown,  and  the  late  Mr.  A.  H.  Hamilton,  of  Bbor 
Hall,  formed  the  committee.  A  meeting  has  been  held 
annually  to  inspect  the  club  accounts  and  expenditure, 
and  water  bailiffs  sanctioned  for  the  coming  season. 
With  reference  to  the  2s.  extra  charged  to  non- 
club  members  is  easily  accounted  for.  I  supplied  three 
new  boats  at  a  cost  of  £15  to  boatmen  who  were  unable  to 
find  boats,  and  "  Experience,"  or  any  other  honest-think- 
ing man,  could  not  expect  me  to  do  so  without  getting 
something  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  my  boats.  I  had  to 
back  up  the  wages  of  water  bailiffg  by  £2  10s.  last  season, 
and  paid  those  bailiffs  out  of  my  own  private  funds  for  two 
years  previous  to  the  pasaing  of  the  byelaw  'until  the 
Lough  Mask  Fishing  Club  was  established.  I  have  paid 
all  my  servants  since  Jan.  1  last ;  per  inclosed  bill  heading 
will  show  this.  "  Experience,"  or  any  other  visitor  to  my 
hotel,  were  never  charged  for  attendance  more  than  6d. 
per  night.  "  Experience  "  has  made  a  mistake  when  he 
says  it  was  Is.  par  night.  _  If  he  or  any  other  visitor  to  my 
hotel  can  produce  their  bill  where  the  charge  was  le.  per 
night  I  will  refund  the  difference,  but  such  was  not  so. 
Trusting  this  explanation  will  be  sufficient,  and  I  shall  be 
most  happy  should  "  Experience  "  join  the  club,  and  send 
me  lOs.  towards  helping  the  good  work  undertaken,  and 
have  his  full  name  appear  in  print. — Yours  faithfully, 
_____         John  A,  Joyce, 

THE  NAVY  LBA.GUE. 

Sir, — The  executive  committee  of  the  Navy  League 
note  that  in  none  of  the  manifestoes  issued  by  the  leaders 
of  the  two  great  political  parties  ia  any  speci6c  mention 
made  of  the  necaesity  for  augmenting  our  naval  strength. 

Oar  naval  position  to-day  is  greatly  compromised  by 
the  failure  to  carry  out  that  naval  shipbuilding  programme 
stated  by  Mr.  Goechen  to  be  the  least  that  would  meet 
our  requirements,  and  for  which  money  voted  by  the  late 
Parliament  is  still  unspent. 

The  Navy  League  therefore  submit  the  following 
questions,  which  they  saggest  should  be  asked  of  all 
candidates  for  Parliament  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
they  hope  that  their  fellow  countrymen  will  assist  them  in 
this  important  matter. 

1.  Are  you  aware  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
Channel  Squadron  said  at  Greenock,  on  May  11  last, 
"that  he  considered  we  had  not  enough  battleships  and 
cruisers  to  meet  any  great  emergency  that  might  aiise  "  ? 

2.  WiU  ycu  pledge  yoursolf  to  require  from  the  Govern- 
ment, irrespective  of  Party,  the  provision  and  maintenance 
of  that  standard  of  naval  strength  in  modern  and  effective 
warships,  their  necessaries  and  auxiliaries,  as  are  sufficient 
to  hold  command  of  the  sea  against  a  coalition  of  any  two 
other  maritime  Powers  P 

3.  Will  you  urge  legislation  tending  to  restore  British 
seamen  to  the  vessels  of  the  British  Mercantile  Marine  ? 
— I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Seymour  Trower, 
Chairman  Exesutive  Committee. 
13,  Victoria-street,  London,  S.W. 

MORE  "FORMOSA"  NONSENSE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  attempting  to  extricate  himself  with 
becoming  dignity  from  the  hole  into  which  he  slipped, 
"  Pheasant  Tail's"  flounders  do  but  land  him  more  deeply 
in  the  mire.   His  amended  statement  reads  thus  : 

"  As  I  stood  and  watched  I  saw  a  fair-sized  dorsal  fin 
appear  above  the  water,  and  immediately  I  knew  it  could 
not  be  one  of  the  Esox  lucins  tribe,  they  not  possessing 
that  appendage  in  the  usual  position  of  ninety-nine  fish  out 
of  a  hundred." 

Surely  such  a  sample  of  illogical  and  slovenly  writing  is 
unworthy  the  pen  of  one  who  can  trace  the  subtle  line_  of 
distinction  between  complaint  and  criticism  !  The  critic 
might  pardonably  ask  how  a  fin  could  be  one  of  the  Esox. 
Ivcius  tribe,  or  he  might  suggest  that,  perhaps,  the  usual 
position  of  ninety-nine  fish  out  of  a  hundred  is  somewhere 
in  the  water,  the  incidental  and  hundredth  position  being, 
possibly,  on  the  fishmonger's  slab.  But  "  Pheasant  Tail," 
in  his  confession,  gives  us  the  impression  that  he  is  apt  to 
leave  something  to  the  reader's  conjecture.  Therefore  we 
may  reasonably  guess  that  what  he  intended  to  convey  was 
something  like  this : 

"As  I  stood  and  watched  I  saw  a  fair-sized  dorsal  fin 
appear  above  the  water,  and  immediately  I  knew  it  could 
not  belong  to  one  of  the  Esox  hicius  tribe,  they  not 
bearing  that  appendage  in  the  position  it  occupies  in  the 
oaaa  of  ninety-nine  varieties  of  fish  out  of  a  hundred." 


If  my  guess  be  correct,  then  I  want  to  know  how 
"  Pheasant  Tail  "  could  determine,  from  the  mere  sight  of 
a' fin  above  water,  to  what  pait  of  the  owner  that  fin  was 
attached.  Also  curiosity  prompts  me  to  invite  some 
definite  specification  as  to  the  precise  position  "  Pheasant 
Tail "  assigns  to  the  dorsal  fin  of  ninety-nine  varieties  of 
fish  out  of  a  hundred,  seeing  that  the  dorsal  fins  of  ^'he 
■inety-nine  best-known  species  of  English  fish  occupy, 
collectively,  the  whole  of  the  dorsal  length,  from  the 
shoulders  to  the  tail.  It  would  seem,  then,  from 
"Pheasant  Tail's"  contentions,  that  the  pike,  while 
possessing  a  back  fin  soiuewhere,  does  not  wear  it  on  his 
back.  Perh9,ps  these,  too,  are  things  which  the  angler 
ought  to  understand  without  "  Pheasant  Tail's  "  explana- 
tion ?— Yours  very  sincerely,        W.  Carter  Platts. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASUREMENTS  OF  PERCH. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  measurements  and  weights 
of  perch  may  perhaps  be  of  use  t©  Mr.  Edward  P.  Spence 
(vide  Pishing  Gazette,  Sept.  8).— Yours  faithfully, 

Heleingfors,  Sept.  17, 1900.  Alex.  Hintzb. 

Weights  and  Measurbments  of  Perch. 

Weight.        Length.  ^g^'^^j). 
Kilos.      Centimetres.  Centimetres. 

Caught  on  June  28 ...    1-450    44-6    32 

Caught  on  June  30  ...    1750    46    34-6 

Caught  on  July  16  ...    1  300    43    23  5 

Caught  on  July  29  ...    I'SOO    45    33 

Caught  on  Aug.  8  ...    I'SOO    44    32 

P.S.— The  length  measurement  {is  taken  from  tip  of 
nose  to  fork  of  tail  in  the  lateral  line.    Alex.  Hintze. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Hintze.  The  inch  is 
2  54  centimetres,  and  thelkilogramme  a  fraction  over  21b. 
-Ed.  F.  G.]   

SALMON  FLIES  WITH  DYED  QUILL  BODIES. 
HARDY'S  OIL  BOTTLE. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Replying  to  your  footnote  to 
our  letter  in  last  week's  Gazette,  the  flies  ;^ou  mention  as 

translucent"  were,  we  believe,  made  with  whole  quill 
bodies,  whereas  those  we  sent  you  are  differently  con- 
structed, and  will,  we  think,  give  better  results. 

Oil  Bottle  for  Dry  Flies —Replying  to  "  Ash.  Dun," 
we  think  we  still  have  an  odd  bottle  or  two  in  stock,  and 
if  he  will  communicate  with  us  we  will  try  to  send  him 
one.— Yours  faithfully,    Hardy  Brothers. 

CHUB  IN  THE  HAMPSHIRE  STOUR. 
Dear  Sir,— I  notice  in  the  F.  0.  of  to  day  (Sept.  22)  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Edward  F.  Spenoe,  in  which  he  says  the 
chub  were  placed  in  the  Stour  by  Mr.  Newlyn  many  ytars 
ago.  In  this  he  is  not  quite  correct.  In  the  year  1897  I 
placed  many  thousands  of  fish  in  the  Stour — various  kinds 
of  trout,  grayling,  king  carp,  bream,  perch  from 
six  different  rivers,  birbel,  rudd,  and  gudgeon,  but  no 
chub.  The  chub  were  introduced  into  the  Stour  about  the 
year  1863,  more  by  accident  than  design,  as  they  were 
(some  two  dozen,  not  more)  the  remains  of  a  number 
brought  from  London  as  live  bait  for  pike  by  the  late 
Richard  Arabin,  Esq.,  the  then  lessee,  and  thrown  in  at 
Iford  Bridge  at  the  end  of  his  visit  by  the  then  keeper,  old 
Jimmy  Preston.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  they  have 
increased  very  much. — Yours  truly, 
Bournemouth.    J.  Henry  Newlyn. 

THE  "  DARKIE  "  FUND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  enclose  list  of  donations  received 
to  date  in  aid  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  the  late  Darkle 
Frost,  a  well-known  Twickenham  fisherman. 

As  the  result  of  my  letter  in  your  last  week's  issue  is  a 
solitary  contribution  from  a  Birmingham  gentleman,  the 
rest  being  privately  collected.  I  should  be  greatly  obliged 
if  you  will  bring  the  claims  of  this  poor  family  more 
prominently  before  jour  readers. 

So  many  anglers  knew  "  Darkie  "  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt  they  have  not  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the  case, 
or  thoy  would  have  generously  responded.  I  still  want 
30a.  more  to  pay  the  undertaker,  but  hope  in  addition  to 
make  up  a  respectable  balance  to  meet  the  pressing  wants 
of  the  widow,  who,  I  underetmd,  is  threatened  with  eject- 


ment.— Yours  obediently, 
5,  Montague  Villas,  Richmond,  Surrey. 
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THAMES  RE-STOOKING  ASSOCIATION. 

Dbar  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  one  guinea  on  behalf  of  the  above  associa- 
tion from  the  St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society  per 
Mr.  H.  Boatman,  secretary,  who,  in  an  accompanying 
letter,  says  he  hopes  that  the  good  work  of  the  T.R.A. 
will  continue  to  prosper. 

I  wish  also  to  draw  attention  to  an  advertisement  in 
your  columns  advertising  for  £25  worth  of  coarse  fish, 
which  the  association  proposes  to  purchase  and  place  in 
the  Thames  as  soon  as  posaiblo.— Yours  truly, 

F.  H.  Amphlett  (Sec). 

EARLY  CLOSING  FOR  PISHING  TACKLE  SHOPS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  last  year  with  great  interest  the 
efforts  that  were  made  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  by  a  writer,  signing  himself  a  "  Member  of  the 
Trade,"  to  bring  about  a  much-needed  [alteration  in  tho 
closing  of  the  fishing  tackle  shops,  i.e.,  an  earlier  hour 


during  the  winter  months.  As  an  employe'  I  was  anxious 
to  see  his  efforts  meet  with  success ;  they  apparently  did 
not,  as  things  went  on  in  the  old  sweet  (?)  way,  and  there 
is  every  chance  of  their  continuing.  I  am  one  of  a 
number  of  assistants  who  have  to  remain  at  business  until 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  even  during  the  winter  months,  and 
it  is  exceedingly  trying.  I  hope  that  our  friend  of  last  year 
will  again  lend  a  helping  hand  to  bring  about  a  littln  more 
reasonable  working  day  during  the  winter  months. — Yours 
truly,  _____         An  Assistant. 

SMALL  JACK  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
where  I  could  get  one  or  two  small  jack  for  a  small  pond, 
fish  not  over  lib.  ?  I  have  tried  some  I  oauaht  on  snap 
tackle,  but  they  all  died  within  a  week.  Kindly  state 
price. — Yours,  &o.,    Snap. 

GOOD  SEA  PISHING  OFF  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Sir,— The  doings  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
are  interesting  reading,  though  judging  from  the  report  in 
your  last  week's  issue  their  operations  seem  to  be  confined 
to  the  south  coast  only. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  fish  still  to  be  caught  in  more 
northern  waters,  and  it  may  interest  some  of  your  readers 
to  know  that  there  are  certain  feeding  banks  off  the  coasts 
of  the  Isle  of  Man  which  for  variety  and  quantity  of  fish 
leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

About  the  end  of  July  I  was  fishing  off  Port  Erin  in  the 
yacht  Hilda  (owner  Harry  Cregeen,  jun.),  and  I  give 
below  details  of  five  days'  excellent  sport,  most  of  the  fish, 
with  the  exception  of  the  conger,  ling,  and  skate,  having 
been  caught  with  rod,  and  very  fine  paternoster  tackle,_  in 
about  eighteen  fathoms  of  water  :  Nine  conger,  weighing 
1351b. ;  four  ling,  weighing  301b. ;  117  gurnet,  weighing 
roughly  801b. ;  sixty  sea  carp,  weighing  1201b.,  several  of 
these  being  S^lb.  and  over ;  twenty-four  haddock,  weigh- 
ing about  501b.;  three  red  gurnet,  only  small;  four 
whiting,  about  21b. ;  four  skate,  of  which  three  weighed 
together  20lb.,  and  one  enormous  fish  1721b. ;  one  kallig, 
weighing  31b. ;  four  Lady  Bollan,  small ;  seven  dogfish, 
weighing  altogether  roughly  601b.,  and  one  of  which 
scaled  251b. ;  one  lobster,  very  small  and  succulent. 

The  above  make  a  total  of  238  fish,  and,  as  will  be  seen, 
the  variety  is  extraordinary.  All  fish  up  to  101b.  were 
weighed  on  board  on  being  taken  out  of  the  water. 

The  conditions  for  fishing  were  an  the  whole  not 
particularly  favourable,  weather  and  tides  often  being 
against  me,  but  for  variety  and  weight  I  have  never  been 
on  better  ground. — Yours  truly,  ' 

T.  Creswick  Oliver. 

[This  is  a  fine  record,  but  we  know  many  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers  have  been  at  work  on  all  parts  of  our  coasts. 
-Ed.]   

POLLUTION  OF  THE  CAM. 
(Copy  of  a  letter  in  the  Cambridge  Gazette.) 
Sir, — With  September  in  it  is  just  about  twelve  months 
ago  since  the  Local  Government  Board  had_  occasion, 
through  my  letter  to  them,  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Cambridge  Sewage  Disposal  Committee  to  the  disgrace- 
fully polluted  and  poisoned  condition  of  the  river  opposite 
the  pumping  engine.   At  present  no  outward  signs  have 
yet  been  seen  of  improvement,  or  as  to  the  remedy  the 
committee  promised,  viz.,  by  their  correspondence  with 
Mr.  Dibdin,  for  the  erection  of  bacterial  tanks  in  order  to 
prevent  further  pollution.    The  Aberdeen  Free  Press  of 
last  Aug.  7  gives  Professor  Frankland's  opinion  on  the  # 
method  of  sewage  disposal  in  his  address  before  the  I 
Congress  of  Health,  recently  held  there.    He  stated  that 
when  sewage  was  put  into  the  river  he  called  it  a  stream 
of  corruption.    On  the  purification  of  sewage,  he  said 
purification  could  be  accomplished  by  what  was  known  as  ,  i 
the  bacterial  treatment.    The  Cam  being  considered  one 
of  the  filthiest  rivers  in  England,  what  have  the  represent- 
atives of  Cambridge  who  were  sent  as  delegates  to  that 
congress  to  say  to  this  ? 

Last  Wednesday,  7  a.m.,  when  a  heavy  dew  was  on  the 
water,  at  this  spot  and  further  down  on  to  the  common 
the  surface  of  the  water  looked  like  a  sheet  of  muddy, 
inky  colour,  and  smelt  strong  and  offensive.  On  Sunday, 
6  a.m.,  the  river  was  still  an  inky  colour  after  rain,  and 
fresh  dead  fish  up  to  Jib.  each  were  lying  about  by  the 
sides  of  the  river,  some  distance  down  the  streatu.  When 
some  were  opened  their  bladders  and  inside  varied  a  dull, 
dirty  brown  blackish  colour ;  this  further  opened  it  dis- 
charged a  yellow  c'our,  and  smelt  strong  of  gas.  The 
fish  looked  fit  to  burst  before  opened.  I  have  from  good 
authority  the  reason  the  committee  have  not  gone  on  with 
their  promise  to  the  Local  Government  Board  is  that  they 
were  waiting  for  proper  "  clinkers  "  for  foundation  of  the 
beds.  What  excuse  can  bo  given  now  there  is  over  a 
year's  accumulation  lying  ia  the  yard,  enough  to  fill  up 
more  holes  than  required  for  the  foundation  of  the  pro- 
posed bacteria  tanks  ?  The  committee  cannot  honestly 
plead  this  excuse.  More  business  and  less  talk  at  their 
meetings  would  meet  the  case  better^  and  let  common 
sense  rule  instead  of  personal  views,  which  too  often  creep 
into  committees.  This,  I  am  afraid,  has  been  the  real 
obstruction  for  improvement  in  the  past,  and  has  delayed 
proceedings  so  long. 

I  again  repeat,  as  in  all  my  past  letters  to  the  Cambridge 
Gazette  on  this  subject,  that  pollution  begins  and  reigns 
supreme  at  the  pipe  from  the  pumping  engine.  Science 
here  alone  has  destroyed  the  purity  of  the  Cam ;  then  let 
science  restore  it  to  a  healthy  condition. — Yours, 

John  O.  George. 

Beche-road,  Cambridge,  Sept.  3,  1900. 

AiiBEiCAN  Books. — A  oatalogne  of  American  books  in  varloui 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dnnstao's  House,  Fetter-lana,  London. 
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SOME  NOTES  FKOM  BRUGES, 
BELGIUM. 


Dear  Mr.  Marston, — It  is  a  long  time  since 
I  sent  you  an  article  for  your  Gazette,  but  then  it 
is  a  long  time  since  1  have  been  in  a  place  so 
fascinating  as  this  from  every  point  of  view.  My 
last  was  from  Caudebec-en-Oaux,  but,  charming 
as  is  that  old  French  town,  it  can  boast  of  nothing 
like  the  varied  interests  of  Bruges. 

To  begin  with,  we  can  live  here  in  luxury  for 
about  half  what  it  costs  us  to  live  at  home  in 
comfort,  a  consideration  not  to  be  despised  in 
these  bad  times.  There  are  excellent  free 
libraries  of  reference  here,  there  is  always  some- 
thing interesting  going  on,  something  beautiful  to 
see,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  fair  amount  of  fishing 
to  be  had,  though  not,  perhaps,  so  much  as  at 
some  other  towns  near  by. 

Of  course,  the  sport  is  nothing  like  what  it  was 
in  the  old  days,  when  Bruges  was  a  seaport,  and 
fishing  vessels  came  right  up  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Roy  a,  anchoring  in  the  now  fiUed  in  Zuijn.  The 
Brugeois  fought  the  watery  enemy,  which  fiooded 
their  fields  and  swamped  their  gardens,  all  too 
successfully.  Their  draining  operations  resulted 
in  the  transformation  of  what  had  been  a  wide 
estuary  fuU  of  ships  from  the  north  and  from  the 
south  into  cultivated  lands,  densely  populated 
by  fishermen,  weavers,  and  agriculturists.  Nature 


seconded  what  art  had  begun — a  bar  was  gi'adually 
formed  at  the  entrance  to  the  Zuijn  for  want  of 
the  old  rush  of  water  from  the  rivers,  the 
artificial  dykes  along  the  coast  prevented  the 
tides  from  entering  freely,  and  Sluis,  where  one 
of  the  first  naval  battles  between  France  and 
England  was  fought,  was  left  high  and  dry ; 
whilst  Damme,  once  a  busy  port  full  of  sailors  of 
all  nations,  became  a  deserted  village ;  and 
Bruges,  in  spite  of  her  earnest  appeals  for  help 
to  her  sister  cities  of  Ghent,  Ypres,  &c.,  found 
herself  relegated  to  the  position  of  an  inland 
town,  connected  with  the  sea  by  but  one  canal, 
and  that  not  deep  enough  to  admit  any  but  small 
steamers,  fishing  boats,  and  barges.  Still  hanker- 
ing after  her  former  grandeur  and  commercial 
prosperity,  she  is  even  now  making  gigantic 
efforts  to  regain  her  old  position  amongst  the 
great  merchant  cities,  for  a  new  canal  is  being 
dug  at  immense  cost  from  the  northern  end  of 
the  town  in  a  straight  line  to  the  sea,  where  a 
great  harbour  is  to  be  constructed  capable  of 
sheltering  a  whole  fleet  at  a  time.  Begun  in 
1895,  amidst  wild  rejoicing,  the  various  guilds  of 
Bruges  marching  through  the  streets  with  bands 
playing  and  banners  flying,  the  new  ship  canal  is 
to  be  completed  two  years  hence,  but  whether  it 
will  realise  the  extravagant  hopes  of  its  promoters 
time  alone  can  show. 

Meanwhile,  the  canalised  Roya,  which  onc« 
rushed  tumultuously  seawards  +o  fling  itself  into 
the  salt  estuary  of  the  Zuijn,  still  flows  through 
and  under  the  old  town ;  and  on  its  banks,  with 
those  of  the  one  large  and  many  small  supple- 
mentary canals,  may  be  seen,  on  Sundays  and 
holidays,  fishermen  of  every  degree,  from  captains 
and  lieutenants  in  uniform  to  peasants  in  blouses. 
Umbrellas  suspended  upside  down  alternate  with 
tubs  for  carrying  home  the  spoil,  only  a  few  of 
the  ardent  sportsmen  owning  what  may  be  called 
genuine  creels. 

The  monks  of  the  various  orders  settled  in 
Bruges  no  longer  fish  as  they  did  in  olden  times, 
to  provide  the  fast-day  diet  for  their  convents, 
but  they  look  on  with  interest  at  the  efforts  of 
their  fellow  townsfolk,  and  it  is  rare  indeed  to 
pass  up  or  down  any  of  the  waterways  without 
meeting  several  barefooted  friars,  who  are  all 
such  sturdy,  healthy-looking  fellows  that  it  seems 
a  grievous  pity  they  should  be  lost  to  the  world, 
especially  as  there  is  really  nothing  of  the  ascetic 
or  the  recluse  in  their  appearance.  Their  heavy 
brown  robes,  uncomfortable  as  they  must  be  to 
wear  in  the  tropical  weather  we  have  had  this 
summer,  harmonise  well  with  the  formal  character 
of  the  scenery  round  Bruges,  with  its  long, 
straight  avenues  of  trees  and  stretches  of  open 
country,  without  so  much  as  a  hill  or  even  a 
hedge  to  break  the  uniformity,  which  has,  how- 
ever, a  charm  of  its  own,  often  wanting  to  more 
undulating  districts. 

The  priests,  whose  name  is  legion  in  orthodox 
Bruges,  are  as  fond  of  strolling  along  by  the 
canals  as  are  the  monks,  but  they  are  always — 
apparently,  at  least — too  absorbed  in  conning 
their  breviaries  to  take  any  notice  of  those  about 
them,  fishermen  or  others,  though  they  acknow- 
ledge courteously  the  salutations  none  fail  to  give 
them,  for  the  townsfolk  and  peasants  are  alike 
deeply  devout,  and  their  religion  is  closely  inter- 
woven with  their  daily  life.  In  the  many 
religious  processions  for  which  the  old  city  is 
celebrated,  and  which  are  unique  in  their  pre- 
servation of  mediaeval  types,  the  fishers  always 
play  a  prominent  part.  Whatever  the  occasion  of 
the  festival,  the  fisher  boys,  each  with  his  net  con- 
taining one  fish  flang  proudly  over  his  shoulder, 
never  fail  to  appear  in  all  the  bravery  of  their  red 
and  white  costumes,  attracting  quite  as  much 
admiration  as  the  less  manly-looking  pupils  of 
the  various  schools,  in  spite  of  their  more  costly 
silk  robes  and  their  wonderful  artificial  wings  of 
pink  and  blue,  or  the  scholars  of  St.  Joseph,  in 
their  picturesque  blue  capes  and  white  surplices. 

The  canals  of  Bruges  itself  are  too  full  of 
garbage  for  any  fish  to  live  in  them,  but  they  are 
so  exquisitely  picturesque,  with  their  bridges  and 
•their  quays  lined  with  quaint  gabled  houses,  their 
barges,  and,  above  all,  their  flocks  of  snow-white 
swans,  that  it  is  possible  to  forgive  them  for  their 
want  of  cleanliness,  and  even — which  is  more 
difficult — for  the  mosquitoes  bred  in  their  un- 
savoury waters.  The  ancestors  of  the  swans,  who 
are  the  undisputed  heirs  of  the  waterways  of 
Bruges,  and  whose  constant  presence  gives  an 


added  touch  of  poeti-y  to  the  city,  which  rivals 
even  Venice  in  its  mysterious  beauty,  were  given 
to  the  town  many  centuries  ago  liy  a  generous 
duke.  The  swans  have  ever  since  been  protected 
from  injury  by  very  stringent  bye-laws,  and  even 
the  gamins,  who  stand  in  awe  of  no  one,  who 
shout  "h  bas  les  Anglais"  in  the  very  hearing  of 
the  police,  and  are  ready  to  throw  a  stone — a 
small  one,  it  is  true — at  any  "  etranger  "  with 
equal  g  od  will  and  bad  aim,  never  molest  the 
swans,  or,  if  they  do,  take  care  not  to  be  found 
out.  Only  when,  in  pairing  time,  a  fight  between 
two  males  seems  likely  to  end  in  the  death  by 
drowning  of  one  of  them,  through  being  held 
under  the  water  by  his  antagonist,  are  the  towns- 
people allowed  to  interfere,  which  they  do  by 
pelting  the  would-be  murderer  with  broomsticks, 
fishing  rods,  or  anything  they  can  lay  hands 
on.  As  a  rule  rescue  is  effected,  but  sometimes 
so  tenacious  is  the  rage  of  the  conqueror  that  he 
succeeds  in  his  horrible  purpose,  and  swims 
proudly  off,  preening  his  rufiled  plumage.  If  a 
pair  of  swans  nest  in  a  garden,  the  owner  is 
bound,  under  penalty  of  a  heavy  fine,  to  feed  them 
and  protect  the  young  from  injury  till  the  un- 
bidden guests  depart  of  their  own  free  *ill,  when 
the  hosts  may  send  in  a  bill  for  their  maintenance 
to  the  State. 

Truly,  government  in  Belgium  is  of  a  most 
paternal  character,  and  not  even  the  French,  with 
their  equality  without  liberty,  submit  more  readily 
to  the  discipline  of  minute  regulations  than  do 
the  natives  of  Bruges  and  other  cities,  if  they  once 
recognise  the  right  of  the  ruler  to  lay  down  those 
rules.  The  codes  relating  to  river  and  sea  fishing, 
for  instance,  are  voluminous  in  the  extreme,  and 
are  subject  to  constant  modification  by  supple- 
mentary enactments.  Licences  to  fish  in  the 
rivers  and  canals  are,  however,  readily  granted  on 
application  to  the  postal  authorities,  and  the  fees 
charged  for  them  are  moderate  in  the  extreme. 

No  one  is  allowed  to  fish  without  a  licence 
except  children  under  sixteen,  who  are  accom- 
panied by  "their  father,  their  mother,  or  theii 
tutor."  The  licence  once  granted,  and  this  is  of 
real  importance  to  travellers,  cannot  be  further 
taxed  by  any  provincial  or  communal  authority. 

The  following  are  the  chief  fees  charged  for  the 
granting  of  licences  for  river  and  canal  fishing 
throughout  Belgium  : 

1.  For  the  use  of  the  seine  net,  45  francs. 

2  For  the  use  of  the  trammel  net,  20  francs. 

.3.  For  the  use  of  the  drag  net,  15  francs. 

i.  For  the  use  of  the  tackle  known  as  "  poei- 
from  boats,  12  francs. 

0.  For  using  the  big  hoop  net,  6  francs. 

6.  For  using  the  sweep  net,  5  francs. 

7.  For  fishing  with  the  transversal  net,  4  francs. 

8.  For  using  the  "  poer  "  tackle  from  the  side 

of  the  water,  2  francs. 

9.  For  line  fishing  on  Sundays    and  legal 

holidays  only,  1  franc. 

Holders  of  the  first  four  licences  are  also  per- 
mitted to  use  nets  for  taking  eels  and  smelts. 

Though  granted  readily  and  at  small  cost,  these 
licences  are  suspended  with  stern  impartiality  on 
the  slightest  infringement  of  the  conditions  on 
which  they  are  issued.  Anyone  who  ventures  to 
fish  at  prohibited  times  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  from 
26  to  100  francs,  and  the  confiscation  of  all  his 
fishing  tackle.  Moreover,  he  cannot  get  anothei- 
licence  until  twelve  months  after  the  former  one 
would  have  expired  but  for  his  lapse  from 
piscatorial  virtue.  If  his  offence  was  aggravated 
by  the  use  of  forbidden  tackle,  he  is  not  allowed 
to  fish  again  for  two  years. 

The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  prevent  the  con- 
tamination of  rivers  and  canals  except,  alas ! 
within  the  actual  limits  of  towns,  and  anyone 
convicted  of  throwing  into  the  water  any  sub- 
stance likely  to  injure  the  fish  is  subject  to  a  fine 
of  from  20  to  300  francs,  and  imprisonment  for 
from  eight  days  to  three  months. 

Licences  for  fishing  should  be  taken  out  in  tbe 
first  fortnight  of  December,  March,  June,  or  Sep- 
tember, and  they  come  into  effect  on  the  first  day 
of  the  following  month.  The  times  when  fishing 
is  illegal  are :  for  salmon  and  trout,  from  the 
second  Monday  in  October  to  the  first  Sunday  in 
March ;  and  for  all  other  fish,  from  the  third 
Monday  in  March  to  the  first  Sunday  in  June 
inclusive.  To  these  general  rules,  however, 
various  exceptions  are  made,  line  fishing  without 
the  aid  of  a  net,  for  instance,  being  legal  on 
Sundays  and  what  we  should  call  Bank  Holidays 
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throughout  the  year  all  over  Belgium.  By  line 
fishing,  or  "  ligne  a  la!  main,"  as  the  Belgians  call 
it,  ie  understood  all  fishing  requiring  the  use  of 
a  rod  and  the  constant  presence  of  the  fisherman, 
whether  the  bait  be  fixed  or  floating,  natural  or 
artificial,  dead  or  alive. 

The  King,  who  is  allowed  many  privileges  un- 
known to  other  constitutional  monarchs,  can  give 
permission  under  certain  restrictions  for  fishing 
at  prohibited  times;  but  the  only  other  person 
who  can  abrogate  the  stern  piscatorial  code  is  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Public  Works,  who, 
amongst  other  powers,  has  that  of  authorising 
the  transportation  of  fish  of  any  size  at  any  time 
for  breeding  piirposes. 

As  a  rule  fishing  is  only  allowed  between  the 
half  hour  before  sunrise  and  that  after  sunset,  but 
eels,  to  whom  the  law,  for  reasons  unexplained, 
accords  no  protection  whatever,  may  be  taken  at 
any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  throughout  the 
year. 

There  is,  unfortunately,  no  trout  fishing  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  Bruges,  but  the 
Ardennes,  with  Namur,  Dinant,  Rochfort,  Givet, 
and  all  the  lovely  viOages  on  the  Sambre  and 
Meuse,  are  the  favourite  haunts  of  the  devotees  of 
the  rod,  and  are  easily  reached  from  Bruges, 
which  is  an  excellent  starting  point  for  a  toixr 
through  Belgium.  Expenses  are,  however,  much 
higher  in  the  country  than  in  the  towns,  especially 
during  the  summer  months. 

The  preservation  of  the  rivers,  and  the  control 
of  everything  connected  with  the  fish  in  them,  is 
the  business  of  the  Commissioner  of  Woods  and 
Forests.  All  profits  accruing  from  the  sale  of 
licences,  &c.,  go  to  the  State,  or,  rather,  to  the 
King,  and  a  royal  decree  is  necessary  formaking 
any  change  in  existing  regulations.  In  fact, 
Leopold  II.  is  interested  in  the  smallest  details 
of  the  lives  of  his  subjects,  and  he  is  ready  to 
make  real  sacrifices  on  their  behalf,  as  proved  by 
his  recent  gift  of  all  his  landed  property  near 
Brussels  to  the  people.  Let  us  hope  that  he  is 
not  to  be  himself  the  victim  of  the  strange 
clemency  accorded  to  the  misguided  Sipido,  v*hose 
acquittal  has  done  so  much  harm  to  the  cause  of 
order  in  Belgium.  Nancy  Bell. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SLAPTON  LEY  RE- VISITED. 


Fob  several  years  I  have  been  included  among 
the  most  ardent  lovers  of  the  peculiarly  pleasant 
attractions — piscatorial  and  otherwise — associated 
with  the  prolific  coarse  fishery  attached  to  the 
Royal  Sands  Hotel,  South  Devon.  Many  a  big 
haul  of  pike,  perch,  and  rudd  have  fallen  to  my 
share  there;  many  a  thoroughly  exciting  day's 
sport  have  I  enjoyed ;  but  the  most  fascinating 
attraction  of  the  fishery,  to  my  way  of  thinking, 
is  the  extreme  quiet  of  the  surroundings,  the 
"  miles  away  from  everywhere  and  everything  " 
sort  of  feeling  that  fills  one's  whole  existence, 
and  the  absolute  laziness  one  can  revel  in  while 
there. 

Slapton  Ley — principally,  I  suppose,  because  of 
its  out-of-the-beaten-path  position — is  one  of  the 
very  few  English  fisheries  that  still  remains  under- 
fished,  and  the  Royal  Sands  Hotel  has  not  yet 
been  rendered  uncomfortable  by  an  excessive 
number  of  visitors  staying  beneath  its  hospitable 
roof.  In  one  way  this  is  more  than  strange,  for 
the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  have  an 
excellent  service  of  trains  from  London  and  the 
Midlands  to  Dartmouth,  and  from  the  extreme 
west  of  England  to  Kingsbridge,  from  either  of 
which  picturesque  towns  two  coaches  run  daily 
close  to  the  Ley  and  the  hotel. 

However,  the  time  will  come,  only  too  soon, 
when  the  hotel  will  be  over-run  and  the  Ley  over- 
fished, although  the  latter  would  seem  to  be  an 
impossibility ;  and  meanwhile,  as  the  only  two 
parties  likely  to  grumble  are  the  railway  company 
and  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  we  anglers,  at 
least,  should  remain  content ;  and  in  this  connec- 
tion I  may  say  that  I  know  of  no  better  coarse 
fishing  resort  to  which  the  harassed  business  man 
can  fly  with  such  certainty  of  relief  and  renewed 
health. 

Those  who  have  yet  to  spend  their  holiday  may 
do  well  to  make  a  note  of  this,  and  also  to  remem- 
ber that  the  Ley  remains  open  until  the  end  of 
October.  Sea  fishermen  will  find  plenty  to  occupy 
their  time  close  by  in  Start  Bay,  and  later  on  the 


shot  wiU  have  wildfowl  shooting  of  undoubted 
excellence  to  his  heart's  content. 

It  is  twelve  years  ago  since  I  first  visited 
Slapton  Ley,  and  upon  the  occasion  when  I  paid 
my  last  visit  recently  very  little  change  had 
occurred.  Saunders,  the  coachman,  drove  me 
from  Dartmouth  in  the  same  careful  manner  as 
he  did  upon  the  occasion  of  my  first  visit,  and  as 
he  has  done  other  visitors  for  nearly  thirty  years. 
The  same  boatmen  greeted  my  appearance  with  a 
genial  grin,  Eli  (who  has  been  on  the  Ley  for 
over  forty  years).  Bob,  "Paleface,"  and  the 
others.  The  same  calm  Ley  lay  bosomed  side  by 
side  with  the  glorious  green  waters  of  Start  Bay, 
bathed  in  the  bright  sunlight  of  an  ideal  Devon- 
shire September  day;  and  the  same  haven  of 
restful  peace — the  hotel — presented  the  same 
delightful,  squat,  roomy,  rambling  appearance  on 
the  seashore  as  if  the  flight  of  twelve  years  had 
been  as  but  the  passing  of  as  many  days.  Only 
inside  the  hotel  itself  was  a  change  observable. 
Proprietors  come  and  go,  and  we  are  now 
presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Cobley,  of  whom  I  may 
at  once  assert  that  he  does  all  he  can  to  make  his 
visitors  "  at  home  away  from  home."  But  why, 
oh,  why,  Mr.  C,  have  you  done  away,  with  our 
little  bar  ?  The  coffee-room  is  still  the  scene  of 
well-cooked  and  well-served  meals  (an  important 
item  where  such  a  healthy  appetite  is  promoted), 


which  is  4s.  per  day,  including  the  services  of  a  man 
and  the  use  of  a  boat.  The  boatmen  will  find  you 
such  bait  as  gentles,  worms,  small  rudd  for  pike 
fishing,  &c.,  free,  but  I  recommend  anglers  to 
make  sure  of  their  own  baits.  Your  boatman's 
lunch  will  cost  you  from  Is.  6d.  upwards,  accord- 
ing to  how  much  whisky  or  beer  you  let  him  have ; 
it  need  not  cost  more  than  2s.  For  the  informa- 
tion of  sea  anglers  I  may  alsolstate  that  the  charge 
for  a  man  and  boat  on  the  sea  is  5s.  per  day  ;'  or 
two  men  and  a  boat,  7s.  6d.  per  day.  In  each 
case  the  men's  lunch  is  extra,  as  when  fishing  the 
Ley.  Your  boatmen  provide  baits.  If  you  are 
wise  you  will  take  your  own  fishing  tackle ;  but 
you  can,  if  you  care  to,  hire  rods,  &c.,  at  the  hotel 
for  a  nominal  charge.  Should  you  run  short  of 
odds  and  ends  of  tackle,  a  supply  of  a  sort  is 
available  also  at  the  hotel.  So  far  as  the  cost  of 
getting  to  Slapton  is  concerned,  you  can  find  out 
the  railway  fare  from  the  station  you  may  be 
travelling  from  for  yourself.  I  need  only  tell  you 
that  the  coach  hire  from  Kingsbridge  or  from 
Dartmouth  is  2s. ;  and  a  good  two  shillings- 
worth  it  is,  too,  especially  from  Dartmouth,  as  the 
drive  of  about  eight  miles  is  all  along  a  delightful 
part  of  the  Devonshire  coast.  If  you  prefer  a 
private  carriage  you  can  have  one  to  meet  you  by 
communicating  with  Mr.  Cobley  beforehand  ;  and 
the  charge  is  moderate. 


A  View  on  Slapton  Ley. 


the  billiard-room  still  provides  occupation  for 
idle  hours  when  the  fishing  and  shooting  is  over 
for  the  day,  but  where  is  the  bar  ?  I  miss  more 
than  anything  else  the  cosy  comer  where  the 
"  last  glass  "  was  repeated  again  and  again,  where 
the  boatmen  shared  a  liquor  with  their  patrons, 
where  the  catches  were  proudly  shown,  and  where 
some  of  the  tallest  fish  stories  were  related  that 
ever  I  listened  to.  Why,  Mr.  0.,  have  you  done 
away  with  this  delightful  association  of  coarse- 
fishing  at  Slapton  Ley  ? 

One  would  have  thought  that  every  angler  in 
the  kingdom  was  at  least  aware  that  there  is  a 
fishery  at  Slapton,  yet  on  my  journey  down  I  ran 
against  two  brothers  of  the  rod  who  had  never 
heard  of  it.  It  is,  therefore,  with  the  idea  that 
even  some  readers  of  the  F.  0.  are  not  acquainted 
with  it  (although  how  that  can  occur  is  passing 
strange,  seeing  that  its  attractions  have  been 
again  and  again  referred  to  in  these  columns), 
and  that  others  may  have  forgotten  its  existence, 
that  these  few  remarks  are  penned,  and  some 
little  information  given  bringing  the  fishery  up 
to  date.  And  first  as  to  the  cost  of  fishing  it, 
as  I  have  remarked  with  satisfaction  that  it  is 
becoming  the  custom  to  refer  to  the  financial  side 
of  the  question  when  recommending  a  fishery  to 
the  notice  of  the  public.  You  can  only  fish  the 
Ley  from  the  Royal  Sands  Hotel,  the  charge  for 


The  cost  of  living  at  the  hotel  is  very  moderate. 
Boarders  who  dine,  &c.,  table  d'hote,  get  a  well- 
cooked  and  well-served  breakfast,  lunch,  and  dinner 
(and  plenty  of  it),  and  a  clean,  comfortable  bed 
for  8s.  6d.  per  day.  You  get  tea,  coffee,  or  cocoa 
free  with  your  breakfast ;  at  other  times  through 
the  day  the  charge  is  4d.  per  cup.  A  fire  in  your 
bedroom  costs  Is.,  and  your  bath  will  cost  you  Is., 
either  in  the  bathroom  proper,  or  in  your  own  bed 
room.  Beer  and  cider  of  good  quality  at  usual 
prices ;  capital  whisky  at  4d.  glasg,  good  measure. 
Cigars  and  tobaccos  of  the  usual  brands  at 
ordinary  prices ;  and  that's  the  lot,  unless  yon 
wish  for  wines,  which  are  obtainable  at  about  the 
same  cost  as  in  any  ordinary  commercial  house. 
In  fact  the  Royal  Sands  is  not  an  expensive,  high- 
class  hotel,  but  a  comfortable,  moderate  inn. 
You  can  play  billiards,  tennis,  and  quoits,  or  go 
for  a  sail  or  a  drive  when  you  are  tired  of  fishing 
or  lounging  around,  without  fear  of  being  over- 
charged. 

One  other  word ;  the  boatmen  know  their  work 
well,  and  are  very  civil  and  obliging.  This,  you 
may  take  it  from  me,  is  an  honest  report  of  the 
cost  of  angling  at  an  honest  fishery ;  and  now  for 
the  fishing. 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  because  I  empha- 
sise the  charm  of  the  surroundings,  &c.,  that 
the  fishing  proper  is  of  secondary  importance ; 
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quite  the  contrary;  as  a  pike  and  perch  fishing 
resort  it  is  quite  up  to  the  average  of  semi- 
private  fisheries,  and  as  a  rudd  fishing  resort  it  is 
second  to  none  in  England.  In  his  prospectus 
the  proprietor  states  that  the  rudd  and  roach  run 
up  to  41b.  in  weight.  I  have  caught  hundred- 
weights of  rudd  from  the  Ley,  but  never  a  fish 
much  over  21b.  Certainly  I  have  never  caught  or 
seen  a  roach  at  all.  But  the  rudd  fishing  is  very 
fine,  and  I  at  least  do  not  grumble  at  baskets 
ranging  from  fifty  to  150  fish  varying  from  about 
6oz.  to  2ilh.,  plenty  of  pounders  among  them.  I 
do  not  wish  to  say  that  there  are  no  4-pounder 
rudd  in  Slapton  Ley.  I  only  wish  I  had  landed  a 
large  fellow  I  hooked  late  one  evening,  and  then 
perhaps  I  could  say  that  the  water  had  produced 
at  least  one  of  that  weight  or  nearly  so.  Both 
Eli  and  Bob  assure  me  that  many  3-pounders  are 
in  the  water,  and  really  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt 
this.  I  get  my  rudd  there  casting  a  large  bunch 
of  gentles  as  one  would  a  fly,  and  very  seldom 
indeed  have  I  returned  to  the  hotel  with  less  than 
fifty  or  sixty  fish  (to  say  nothing  of  many  small 
ones  returned)  ;  more  often  my  basket  has 
reached  100  or  over,  and  upon  one  occasion  I 
creeled  150.  There  are  certain  parts  of  the  Ley 
where  the  rudd  are  best  got  at,  and  these  the 
boatmen  wiU  make  you  acquainted  with.  Under 
any  circumstances  it  is  little  or  no  use  fishing 
until  a  shoal  is  within  reach  of  your  baits.  Do 


with  bobbing  a  bait  into  holes  here  and  there 
Spinning  a  natural  bait  (preserved  dace  or 
gudgeon,  or  the  local  small  rudd)  is  the  most 
successful  method  of  negotiating  the  capture  of 
Esox  lucius  here,  and  let  your  trace  lead  be  very 
light — if,  indeed,  you  use  any  at  all  —  or  your 
bait  will  constantly  foul  the  weeds.  When  the 
fish  are  on,  i.e.,  when  they  leave  the  masses  of 
weeds  and  feed  in  the  clear  water  near  the 
surface,  you  wiU  have  runs  with  fish  of  from  31b. 
to  71b.  or  81b.  in  rapid  succession.  It  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  run  a  score  of  fish  in  a  day, 
most  of  them  about  41b.  or  51b.  in  weight,  with 
now  and  then  a  better  fish  of  from  81b.  to  151b. 
weight.  Somehow,  the  big  fish  of  201b.  and 
upwards  (and  they  are  there,  for  I  have  seen  them 
at  least  well  over  201b.)  seldom  fall  to  the  angler's 
rod.  The  reason  of  this  is,  probably,  that  they 
have  been  hooked  again  and  again  (for  most  of 
the  fish  are  returned  to  the  water)  in  their  early 
youth,  and  in  their  middle  and  old  age  are  far  too 
artful,  especially  as  there  is  any  amount  of 
natural  food  for  them  close  at  hand,  wherever 
their  home  may  be.  Be  this  as  it  may,  records  of 
fish  much  over  151b.  from  the  Ley  are,  compara- 
tively speaking,  few  and  far  between,  and  are 
likely  to  remain  so  while  pike  fishing  at  Slapton 
is  pursued  for  the  fun  of  frequent  runs  with  small 
fish  rather  than  a  sober  search  for  big  ones. 
Some  idea  of  what  can  be  done  at  Slapton 


A  IFisHiNfl  ^Group  at  Slapton  Ley. 


not  let  your  bait  err  on  the  side  of  smallness ; 
half  a  dozen  gentles  on  the  hook  are  none  too 
many,  and  they  should  be  well  scoured,  or  they 
will  tear  off  in  the  act  of  casting.  Another  tip  ; 
let  the  fish  get  hold  of  the  bait  well  before  you 
attempt  to  strike,  or  you  will  simply  snatch  your 
hook  away  and  leave  your  gentles  behind. 

The  prospectus  of  the  proprietor  also  states 
that  the  perch  in  the  water  run  up  to  4ilb.,  but, 
as  with  the  rudd,  I  have  not  caught  them  any- 
thing like  that  weight,  neither  have  I  seen  them 
taken  at  any  time;  but  you  may  capture  any 
number  of  perch  up  to  about  lOoz.  or  12oz.  in 
weight,  with  now  and  then  a  heavier  fish  of,  say, 
lib.  or  lilb.  Tou  can  catch  i-pounders,  and 
from  that  weight  up  to  about  |lb.  until  you  are 
quite  tired  of  hauling  them  out.  I  myself  have 
landed  catches  of  270  in  four  hours  and  a  half, 
and  350  in  seven  hours;  but  it  is  seldom  I  pay 
much  attention  to  perch  fishing  at  Slapton,  for 
the  rudd  are  available,  and  these,  in  my  opinion, 
provide  far  better  sport. 

J ust  now  the  water  is  in  capital  condition,  and 
pike  fishing  is  in  full  swing.  There  are  plenty 
of  pike  in  the  water,  but  often  enough  they  get 
into  the  thick  masses  of  weeds  that  literally  cover 
the  bottom  of  the  Ley.  Sometimes  these  weeds 
reach  to  the  surface,  and  then  pike  fishing  is 
quite  out  of  the  question  unless  one  is  satisfied 


when  the  fish  are  on  may  be  gathered  from  a 
letter  from  "  J.  B.-L."  in  the  F.  G.  of  April  last, 
who  run  136  fish  in  seven  days.  I  know  of  other 
records  of  twenty-five  runs  in  four  hours 
(eighteen  fish  landed  averaging  51b.),  and  six  pike 
weighing  exactly  501b.,  in  one  day.  Indeed,  when 
the  fish  are  feeding  you  may  rely  on  four  or  five 
brace  of  decent  size ;  when  they  are  not  you  have 
to  work  hard  for  a  brace — or  better,  go  fishing 
for  rudd,  as  I  do.  Ibis  Tag. 


cousins  who  form  her  crew,  a  minute  sil^ei'  coin 
leaves  Jim's  hand,  and  a  large  bucketful  of  fresh 
pilchards  is  handed  after  him  as  he  descends  the 
side.  The  lug  sail  is  set  to  catch  the  faint  land 
breeze,  and  we  slip  out  into  the  bay.  The  rods 
are  soon  mounted  for  railing,  as  there  are 
mackerel  about.  A  Oft.  collar  of  stout  single  gut 
with  one  hook,  baited  with  a  long  slip  of  pilchard, 
one  spinning  lead  is  fixed  on  the  line  about  a 
fathom  above  the  trace,  and  a  dozen  fathoms  of 
line  are  allowed  to  run  off  the  reel.  The  urchin 
and  his  mother  manage  one  rod  between  them, 
and  another  is  worked  from  the  other  side  of  the 
boat.  Presently  a  strong  pull  announces  a 
mackerel  on  the  hook.  He  fights  gamely,  dashing 
under  the  boat  and  running  out  on  the  beam  at  a 
great  pace,  making  the  thin  silk  line  swish 
through  the  water.  The  hook  is  soon  rebaited 
and  run  out  astern  again,  and  at  the  same 
moment  the  urchin  screams  with  delight,  as  he 
feels  the  pull  of  his  first  sea  fish.  Another  and 
another  follow  in  rapid  succession,  and  presently, 
as  the  boat  passes  a  sunken  reef,  there  comes  a 
heavier  drag,  followed  by  the  arrival  on  hoard  of 
a  31b.  pollack.  By  this  time  we  have  got  a  good 
offing,  and  we  make  for  the  "  marks "  of  the 
anchorage.  These  are  the  church  tower  in  line 
with  a  yellow  house  on  the  hillside  to  the  east- 
ward, and  a  single  beech  tree  over  a  certain  black 
rock  on  the  shore  to  the  west.  The  killick  is 
heaved  over  the  side  with  a  mighty  splash,  and 
fetches  bottom  in  eight  fathoms.  The  boat 
swings  into  position,  and  stout  twisted  traces  and 
large  hooks  are  substituted  for  the  light  whiffing 
gear.  Pilchards  are  cut  up  into  three  baits  each, 
the  white  belly  slice  (supposed  to  be  the  most 
taking)  and  the  two  sides.  The  heads  and  back- 
bones go  over  the  side  for  ground-bait. 

There  is  quiet  for  some  time  as  the  tide  is  still 
ebbing  strongly.  Presently  it  slackens,  and  then 
a  slow  and  gentle  drag  on  my  line  is  followed  by 
a  sudden  downward  swoop  that  makes  the  reel 
cry  out.  A  stiff  application  of  the  brake  checks 
the  fish,  and  he  yields  sufficiently  to  allow  a 
couple  of  fathoms  of  line  to  be  got  in.  Then 
another  dash  for  liberty,  and  once  more  he  gives 
way  to  the  steady  strain  that  bends  the  rod  to  the 
butt.  Plunge  after  plunge  he  tries,  each  feebler 
than  the  last,  but  he  is  stiU  a  fighting  fish  when 
he  is  brought  alongside,  and  Jim  slips  the  gaff 
into  his  olive  side  and  lifts  him  into  the  boat — a 
fresh-run  8-pounder.  There  are  much  bigger 
pollack  on  the  outer  reefs,  "  but  that  is  another 
story."  Presently  the  slack  of  Jim's  hand-line 
runs  over  the  side,  and  he  is  stuck  in  what  he 
declares  to  be  a  "  big  buster  "  ;  after  some  pulling 
and  hauling  he  lands  a  9-pounder.  The  back  of 
this  fish  is  a  deep  coppery  bronze,  which  denotes 
that  he  has  been  among  the  kelp  weed  of  the  reef 
for  Bome.  time.  These  copper-backed  poUack  are 
supposed  to  have  more  dash  in  the  first  rush  than 
the  fresh-run  fish. 

The  breeze  has  now  died  away,  and  the  water 
gently  rising  and  falling  with  a  slight  ground 
swell  is  of  glassy  smoothness.  In  its  transparent 
depths  we  watch  the  jelly-fish  swimming  past  us, 
each  dome  slowly  expanding  and  contracting  in 
rythmical  pulsations.  By  looking  closely  we  can 
see  that  each  is  accompanied  by  a  shoal  of  forty 
or  fifty  tiny  poUack,  2in.  or  3in.  in  length.  When 
all  is  quiet  these  small  fry  disperse  to  a  little 
distance  in  search  of  the  morsels  of  plankton  on 
which  they  live ;  but  at  any  disturbance  of  the 
water  they  rush  back  and  huddle  for  protection 
beneath  the  friendly  shelter  of  the  family 
umbrella,  for  thus  in  Nature  everything  is  put  to 
service. 

In  the  meantime,  the  urchin's  rod,  with  its  fine 
tackle  and  small  hooks,  has  accounted  for  a 
couple  more  mackerel  and  a  small  pollack,  besides 
a  good  many  of  "  thaay  chids,"  which  would 
perhaps  be  welcome  on  our  Sussex  marks,  but  are 
here  regarded  as  a  bait-destroying  nuisance. 
When  the  tide  begins  to  run  too  strongly  for 
fishing  on  the  reef  the  killick  is  dragged  up,  and 
we  run  in  towards  the  shore,  reef  down  the  lug, 
and  cruise  slowly  up  the  coast,  picking  up 
mackerel  and  small  pollack  as  we  run  along.  The 
mackerel  are  mostly  found  in  the  deeper 
stretches,  and  the  pollack  among  "the  pLUs," 
which  is  the  local  name  for  the  small  reefs 
with  sandy  pools  between.  To  the  boy's 
great  pleasure  he  captures  a  "  cuckoo "  (the 
golden  wrasse)  gorgeous  with  brilliant  stripes 
of  blue  and  scarlet  upon  a  ground  of  brightest 


IN  A  CORNISH  FISHING  VILLAGE. 


We  are  lodged  hard  by  the  quay  of  the  little 
port,  so  the  first  sounds  of  early  mom  that  enter 
the  open  window  are  the  screams  of  the  gulls 
fighting  for  dead  fish  and  offal,  and  the  shouts  of 
fisher-boys  on  the  smacks  that  are  being  warped 
into  the  harbour  against  the  outflowing  tide. 

A  plunge  from  the  boat  begins  the  day,  and 
gives  appetite  for  the  abundant  west-country 
breakfast  that  awaits  our  return.  Then  rods  and 
tackle  are  gathered  up  and  luncheon  basket  filled 
for  a  long  day's  outing,  and  we  step  down  to  the 
landing  stage,  where  Jim  awaits  us  with  the 
Mayflower.  As  we  row  out  of  the  harbour  Jim 
boards  a  pilchard  "  gaffer,"  and  after  the  ex- 
change  of  greetings  with  an  uncle  and  various 
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orange.  A  long-nosed  garfish  snaps  the  bait,  and 
after  some  wild  gyrations  upon  the  surface  of  the 
waves  is  hauled  alongside,  but  tears  himself  free 
of  the  hook  and  is  off  like  lightning.  As  we  sail 
towards  the  harbour  we  meet  the  pilchard  boats 
coming  out  for  the  night's  work.  Most  of  them 
are  large  luggers,  but  there  are  a  few  fore-and-aft 
boats,  here  called  "  gaffers,"  and  also  a  few 
twenty-footers,  which  work  with  a  small  fleet  of 
nets  in  the  bight  of  the  bay  called  "  the  quatt." 
We  bless  these  little  quatters,  for  they  alone  go 
out  on  Sunday  nights,  so  but  for  them  fresh 
pilchards  (and  pilchard  bait  must,  for  several 
reasons,  be  very,  very  fresh)  would  be  unobtain- 
able on  Mondays.  Evading  the  head-ropes  of 
crab-pots  that  beset  the  channel,  we  work  up  into 
the  harbour,  still  picking  up  mackerel  and 
pollack  to  the  very  pier-head.  Then  the  sail  is 
lowered,  and  a  few  strokes  of  the  oars  bring  us  to 
the  landing-stage  once  more,  and  we  disembark, 
sunburnt  and  happy,  exchange  greetings  and 
reports  with  the  fishermen  who  have  been  at  work 
on  the  other  reefs,  and  stroll  homewards  through 
the  quaint  narrow  streets  of  our  Cornish  village. 

Hamus. 


A  GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  STATION. 

{Continued  from  page  245.) 


HOUGHTON,  ON  THE  HUNTINGDON- 
SHIRE OUSE. 

In  ground-baiting  a  swim  in  the  Oase  care 
must,  however,  be  taken  not  to  overdo  it.  The 
stream  being  somewhat  sluggish,  very  little  of  it 
is  taken  out  of  the  swim  by  the  cui-rent. 

As  to  the  best  ground- bait  to  use  there  is  a 
great  diversity  of  opinion,  but  I  think  if  the 
angler  sticks  to  bread,  bran,  and  barley  flour,  well 
soaked,  thoroughly  kneaded  together,  and  made 
up  into  balls  nearly  as  large  as  a  cricket  ball,  he 
will  not  be  far  wrong.  For  a  change  I  have 
found  very  fresh  brewer's  grains  prove  very 
attractive,  moreover  they  do  not  feed  the  fish. 

In  my  last  I  pointed  out  several  swims  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  the  river,  facing  downstream, 
but  if  none  of  these  furnish  sport  for  the  bream 
and  roach  fisherman  let  him  try  the  opposite  side, 
fishing  well  over  the  shelf.  For  this  purpose  he 
should  have  a  couple  of  stakes  driven  in  about 
.20ft.  from  the  bank.  He  will  then  find  that  he 
can  get  nice  swims  of  about  12ft.  deep,  and  in  the 
daytime  particularly  roach  and  bream  often  work 
round  on  to  the  shallows  and  then  back  into  the 
deeps,  and  frequently  would  stop  to  feed  just 
over  the  shelf.  Very  good  takes  indeed  are  often 
met  with  fishing  from  the  towing-path  side  when 
the  fish  are  not  feeding  at  aU  from  the  opposite 
side.  From  the  long  bridge,  known  locally  as 
the  Rimers  Bridge,  down  to  the  Four-gate  Pit 
there  are  many  capital  swims.  Some  of  them, 
unfortunately,  are  now  somewhat  weedy,  but  it 
does  not  take  very  long  to  clear  out  a  swim,  and 
often  the  sport  afterwards  met  with  well  repays 
the  angler  for  the  extra  trouble  he  may  in  this 
way  be  put  to.  When  the  bream  and  roach,  and 
particularly  the  former,  are  not  feeding  at  all  on 
either  side  of  the  main  river,  I  can  with  con- 
fidence recommend  the  angler  to  try  the  little 
stream  which  runs  from  the  Rimers  Flats  into 
the  stream  flowing  from  the  Four-gate  Pit. 
When  the  sun  is  shining  hot,  and  the  water  is 
very  clear  in  the  main  river,  this  backwater  is 
often  coloured,  and  in  a  very  peculiar  way.  It  is 
done  by  the  cows,  which  stand  in  the  water  of 
the  flats  the  whole  day,  continually  stirring  the 
bottom  up,  thus  causing  the  thick  water  just 
alluded  to.  When  this  is  the  case  bream  work 
up  it  from  the  Four-gate  Pit,  and  many  excellent 
takes  are  often  met  with.  The  stream  is  very 
narrow,  and  does  not  look  hy  any  means  like  a 
bream  spot,  nevertheless  it  is  well  worth  atten- 
tion. The  Four-gate  Pit  contains  any  quantity 
of  fiah  of  many  kinds,  notably  bream,  roach,  chub, 
perch,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  It  has  not  fished  at 
all  well  for  bream  this  year,  although  in  the 
evenings  the  surface  has  been  covered  with  them, 
rolling  about  all  over  it.  The  best  take  I  have 
heard  of,  however,  as  being  taken  from  it  in  a 
night's  fishing  has  been  nine.  Not  many  years 
ago— I  believe  it  was  in  1896— many  sacksful 
were  caught  from  it,  the  fish  feeding  madly 
throughout  the  day. 

It  is  generally  a  spot  where  the  roach  fisherman 
may  meet  with  sport,  and  the  chub  fisherman 


should  not  neglect  it.  In  the  winter  it  is  a  sure 
hold  for  pike,  and  is  often  in  good  condition  when 
the  main  river  near  it  is  too  highly  coloured. 

Passing  along  the  Four-gate  Pit  stream,  on  the 
Hemingford  Meadow  side,  are  several  good  roach 
and  bream  swims,  notably  just  at  the  corner 
where  the  stream  turns  to  the  left,  and  again  a 
little  further  on.  The  water,  however,  is  not 
very  deep,  and  is  best  suited  for  early  morning 
fislung,  and  even  then  it  is  important  that  the 
angler  should  keep  well  out  of  sight  and  use  very 
fine  tackle.  It  was  here  that  the  catch  of  about 
a  dozen  roach  averaging  nearly  l|lb.  each  was 
taken  a  few  weeks  ago.  This  is  also  a  very  good 
spot  for  roa<!h  fishing  in  the  winter.  This  back- 
water widens  out  after  it  passes  under  the  railway 
bridge  and  flows  on  for  about  a  mile,  joining  the 
main  river  again  near  Battcock's  Island.  All 
along  its  course  many  good  roach  swims  may  be 
met  with,  whilst  it  also  contains  a  good  sprinkling 
of  rudd  and  a  few  chub  under  the  boughs  on  the 
right-hand  bank.  In  the  winter  it  is  well  worth 
the  attention  of  the  pike  fisherman. 

In  mentioning  the  Rimers  Flats  I  forgot  to  say 
that  this  sheet  of  water  contains  many  chub,  and 
especially  when  the  water  is  flowing  over  the  weir 
from  the  main  river  is  well  worth  attention,  par- 
ticularly with  the  fly  in  the  evening.  There  are 
some  very  large  fish  close  up  to  the  reeds,  and 
when  the  cows  have  cleared  off  and  the  water  is 
quiet  they  leave  the  shelter  of  the  reeds,  take  to 
the  open  water,  and  rise  weU  at  the  fly.  The 
Zulu,  any  of  the  Palmers,  and  many  others, 
changing  to  a  White  Moth  as  darkness  ap- 
proaches, would  all  prove  useful.  I  wish  particu- 
larly to  call  the  attention  of  the  fly  fisherman  to 
this  spot,  as  it  is  decidedly  one  of  the  best  haunts 
for  chub  anywhere  near  Houghton.  I  must,  how- 
ever, add  that  when  the  water  is  low  it  is  scarcely 
worth  attention. 

I  do  not  think  a  description  of  the  best  swims 
near  this  important  station  would  be  complete 
unless  a  few  of  the  likeliest  spots  for  rudd  are 
included,  particularly  as  this  part  of  the  river  in 
my  opinion  yields  far  more  specimen  fish  than 
any  other  all  along  its  course.  Very  frequently 
fish  well  over  21b.  are  caught,  often  2|-pounders 
are  met  with ;  whilst  sometimes  they  are  even 
taken  up  to  31b.  My  best  fish  from  here  scaled 
some  time  after  capture  21b.  IS^oz.,  next  one 
21b.  12oz.,  then  21b.  lOoz. ;  whilst  I  have  also 
taken  many  up  to  2|lb.  A  friend  of  mine  told 
me  the  other  day  that  he  has  one  set  up  caught 
by  his  father  near  the  Rimers  which  scaled 
over  31b. 

With  the  chance  of  meeting  with  such  fish  as 
these,  it  decidedly  follows,  I  think,  that  Houghton 
may  fairly  lay  claim  to  be  considered  an 
important  rudd  fishing  station. 

One  great  advantage  in  rudd  fishing  is  that  the 
angler  does  not  require  any  ground-bait ;  another, 
that  he  can  shift  from  place  to  place.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  so  monotonous  as  sticking  to  one 
baited  swim  all  day,  as  is  the  case  in  bottom 
fishing.  A  disadvantage  in  rudd  fishing  is  that 
they  must  be  fished  for  in  or  near  weeds.  Rudd 
love  weeds,  and  this  the  tyro  should  always  bear 
in  mind.  One  word  more  on  baiting,  and  that  is, 
that  many  anglers  siirface-bait  for  these  fish  by 
means  of  bread.  This  is  very  frequently  done  on 
the  Norfolk  broads ;  but  although  I  have  tried  it 
for  years  on  the  Ouse,  yet  I  have  never  done  very 
much  by  adopting  it.  It  certainly  collects  many 
fish  of  about  Jib.  in  weight,  and  sometimes,  of 
course,  attracts  larger  ones,  but  as  a  rule,  I  think, 
the  specimen  rudd  can  be  found  without  using 
it. 

One  of  the  best  rudd  swims  I  know  is  at  the 
Hartford  end  of  the  Wale.  Commence  fishing 
opposite  the  bridge  on  the  towing-path  side ;  the 
water  is  weedy  from  bank  to  bank,  and  in  con- 
sequence many  large  rudd  take  up  their  quarters. 
It  is  best  to  be  provided  vrith  an  anchor,  and  as  a 
rule  the  boat  should  be  anchored  in  the  centre,  so 
that  the  angler  can  fish  all  round  his  craft ;  but 
this,  of  course,  depends  on  the  wind.  No  fixed 
rule  can  therefore  be  laid  down  for  the  position 
of  the  boat. 

From  the  bridge  just  mentioned  for  fully 
100yds.  downstream  tltie  rudd  fishing  is  excellent 
from  bank  to  bank,  then  from  the  right-hand 
bank  only  as  far  as  the  Rimers  Bridge,  and  then 
only  where  there  are  weeds.  At  the  bridge  the 
water  is  again  very  suitable,  nearly  across  the 
river,  and  from  the  Rimers  to  Four-gate  Pit, 


three-parts  of  the  width  of  the  stream;  after 
that,  for  about  200yds.,  either  side  close  to  the 
bank  is  worth  attention.  Beyond  this  the  water 
is  shallower  and  more  weedy,  and  here  again  up 
to  the  locks  no  part  of  the  river  should  be 
neglected. 

Rudd  frequently  bite  well  in  the  daytime ;  but 
as  a  rule  a  windy  day  or  a  hot  sunny  day  is  not 
favourable  to  sport.  A  dull,  quiet  day  seems 
more  to  their  taste  ;  but  decidedly  the  best  time 
for  them  is  in  the  evening,  from  about  an  hour 
before  sunset,  and  frequently  they  will  bite  when 
it  is  quite  dark.  I  have  caught  many  good  ones 
when  I  could  scai-cely  see  to  put  the  bait  on. 
Perhaps  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  repeat 
that  the  best  baits  for  the  large  fish,  in  the  order 
of  merit,  I  consider  are  worms,  gentles,  paste, 
wheat,  whilst  frequently  they  will  rise  fairly  well 
at  the  fly.  C.  A.  B. 

ON  THE  NIPIGON. 

{Concluded  from  page  249.) 

I  THINK  there  are  seven  portages  on  this  river, 
ranging  from  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the 
longest,  two  and  a  half  miles,  over  which  every- 
thing must  be  carried,  from  your  canoes  to  youj- 
rods,  and  I  can  assure  you  it  is  no  easy  job, 
because  the  way  is  uphill  and  down,  over  logs, 
stones,  stumps,  and  every  other  obstruction. 
These  ai'e  caused  by  falls  and  rapids  in  the  river, 
over  and  through  which  the  water  goes  with  inter- 
minable rapidity,  and  up  which  no  boat  can  go, 
but  down  which  canoes  can  be  taken  by  guides 
and  those  who  wish  to  run  the  risk.  In  these 
rapids  the  big  trout  lie,  and  at  certain  times  you 
can  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  big  fellows  as  they 
rise  and  roll  about  for  food  or  excitement  or  to 
tempt  you  to  go  after  them  in  their  elements. 
We  camped  one  night  just  below  a  long  rapid 
where  the  water  was  comparatively  deep  and 
smooth,  where  we  took  large  numbers  of  the 
pike-perch,  and  found  them  toothsome,  sweet,  and 
a  change  from  the  trout.  Upon  these  rapids  one 
gentleman  from  St.  Louis  had  built  a  cabin  for 
himself  and  friends,  and  fishes  this  one  place  in 
preference  to  all  others  upon  this  stream.  I 
passed  through  his  camp  to  a  landing  above  the 
rapids,  and  saw  one  fish  that  he  had  caught  the 
day  before,  and  even  then  it  weighed  741b.,  and 
as  firm  and  solid  a  brook  trout  as  I  ever  saw.  I 
think  he  intended  skinning  it,  to  take  home  as  a 
sample  caught  on  the  Nipigon.  I  have  often 
heard  of  fish  being  so  thick  that  they  could 
hardly  swim,  but  I  never  expected  to  see  them  so 
thick  that  their  dorsal  fins  would  stick  out  of  the 
water  until  you  could  see  a  half  acre  of  them  at 
one  time ;  but  I  assure  you  that  this  is  a  sight 
anyone  or  everyone  can  see  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  visit  the  waters  of  the  Nipigon  river 
in  Canada.  With  the  easy,  gliding  motion  of  the 
canoe  you  can  slip  up  to  and  almost  upon  them 
before  they  notice  you,  and  then,  like  a  flash, 
they  are  gone :  but  only  to  reappear  a  short 
distance  away.  This  same  sight  can  be  seen 
often  and  daily  at  many  places  upon  this  famous 
river. 

Virgin  Falls  is  the  extreme  top  of  the  river, 
the  lake  above  reaching  to  this  point  and  the 
river  being  formed  from  the  immense  overflow. 
The  water  of  this  river  is  ice  cold  all  the  time, 
and  is  clear  as  crystal  throughout  its  entire 
length.  There  is  not  a  single  thing,  from  its 
mouth  to  the  North  Pole,  that  could  or  can  con- 
taminate any  part  of  it,  so  that  these  fish  have 
everything  to  make  them  the  best  in  the  world. 
The  water  over  the  falls  comes  down  a  series  of 
rapids,  which  form  small  pools,  and  in  these  pools 
large  trout  make  their  homes,  and  the  angler 
who  will  persevere  will  be  finely  rewarded  with  a 
selection  of  the  largest  brook  trout  he  ever  laid 
his  eyes  upon.  I  saw  quite  a  contest  here  between 
myself  and  two  of  my  friends.  I  started  the 
contest.  I  had  been  casting  with  fly,  but 
could  make  no  headway,  and  from  the 
stomach  of  one  of  our  catch  I  found  a 
small  white  minnow,  which  I  placed  upon  my 
hook,  and  more  for  fun  and  experiment  than 
in  hopes  of  getting  a  strike,  I  cast  it  out  into  the 
rushing  waters  of  the  falls,  and,  giving  it  some 
line,  I  playfully  wound  iip  my  line  upon  my  reel, 
when,  to  my  surprise,  I  saw  about  a  dozen  of 
trout  striking  at  my  bait.  As  the  water  was  still 
and  clear  I  had  a  sight  which  pleased  me  so  much 
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that  I  grew  indifferent  whether  or  not  I  took  one 
of  the  fish.  There  were  about  a  dozen  large  trout 
at  the  minnow.  First  one,  then  another,  would 
rush  at  it,  take  it  in  its  mouth,  and  then  cast  it 
out  again.  This  went  on  until  it  seemed  to  me 
that  every  trout  of  the  school  had  had  that  bait. 
At  last  one  of  them  swallowed  bait  and  hook, 
and  a  strike,  a  twist  of  the  wrist,  and  they  were 
all  gone  except  my  prisoner.  The  scales  were 
called  for,  and  two  kinds  were  produced,  and 
upon  each  the  fish  weighed  3|lb.  It  being  the 
first  and  largest  fish  taken  at  the  falls,  the 
others  started  in  to  beat  my  catch.  Fitzsimmons 
took  the  canoe,  both  Indians,  and  crossed  the 
river,  got  above  the  current,  and  dropped  his  line 
and  fly  into  the  rushing  waters,  and  played  out 
about  250ft.,  and,  getting  a  strike,  landed  his  fish, 
which  proved  to  be  a  51b.  trout ;  and,  not  being 
content  with  this  fish,  he  dropped  in  again,  and 
in  a  short  time  got  another,  which  he  landed. 
Then  he  came  into  shore,  and  signalled  me  to  come 
to  him.  Going  to  him,  produced  both  fish 
and  demanded  the  scales,  and  that  I  weigh  them 
for  the  record.  Upon  doing  so  I  found  there 
was  really  no  difference  in  their  weight — they 
each  weighed  51b.  a-piece.  While  this  was  going 
on,  Salisbury  gave  a  yell,  and  came  tearing  down 
through  the  woods  until  I  thought  a  bear  or  some 
wild  animal  had  hold  of  him,  but  when  he  reached 
me  I  saw  he  had  improved  his  time,  and  had 
captured  a  fine  large  trout,  which  I  placed  upon 
the  scales,  and  found,  while  it  beat  me,  yet  it  fell 
short  of  Fitz's  catch,  as  it  only  drew  down  the 
scales  to  4ilb.  But  Fred  had  made  up  his  mind 
that  no  amateur  should  beat  him,  and  so  back  he 
went  again  to  catch  a  larger  one.  In  about  an  hour 
I  heard  Fred  coming,  even  above  the  roar  of  the 
rapids  and  falls,  and,  turning  my  head,  saw  him 
holding  up  another  large  trout,  and  his  face 
wreathed  in  smiles.  "  Now  I've  got  him  downed 
this  time  sure,"  he  said,  and,  as  I  produced  the 
scales,  said,  "  This  wUl  teU  the  tale,  Freddy,  so 
hang  him  on,"  and  he  did,  but  he  would  only  go 
4f  lb.,  and  there  the  record  stood,  and  stands  to 
this  day. 

At  the  falls.it  rains  every  day,  but  the  river 
shows  no  sign  of  it.  The  sun  comes  out,  and 
back  you  go  to  fishing  as  if  there  never  had  been 
such  thing  as  rain  and  thunder  and  lightning.  In 
this  place  the  crack  reverberated  back  and  forth 
from  mountain  and  crag  and  peak  until  you 
would  think  the  heavens  would  fall.  After  one 
of  these  showers  you  would  find  your  overcoat  a 
handy  thing  to  put  on,  and  a  great  comfort  from 
the  cold,  even  while  standing  around  a  camp  fire 
of  huge  logs,  throwing  out  the  charming  and 
endearing  heat  which  warmed  every  particle  of 
blood  in  your  body,  and  then  you  sought  the 
feathery  bed  of  tree  boughs,  and  slept  the  sleep 
of  the  righteous  untU  the  Indian  tom-tom  aroused 
us  to  rise,  wash,  eat,  and  fish. 

We  built  a  dam  in  the  water  with  rocks  taken 
from  the  centre  of  a  small  pool,  and  into  this  we 
put  our  trout,  keeping  them  alive  and  unhurt, 
and  when  we  moved  from  place  to  place  we 
replaced  them  in  the  river  and  drove  them  off 
to  freedom  again.  Those  injured  we  kept  for 
food,  and  none  went  to  waste. 

Tou  get  tired  of  eating  one  kind  of  fish  meal 
after  meal  and  day  after  day,  so  we  quit  fishing 
for  trout  and  resorted  to  catching  white  fish,  I 
being  the  first  to  get  a  fish,  and  the  only  one  of 
that  kind.  I  caught  it  upon  a  fly  trailing  upon 
the  top  of  the  water  as  I  went  across  the  river. 

The  others  took  to  catching  pickerel  and  white 
suckers,  which  lay  in  plain  sight  from  the  shore 
in  the  waters  of  the  rapids,  about  10ft.  from  where 
you  stand. 

I  never  saw  two  men  fish  harder  to  catch  fish 
than  these  two  men  did  to  get  some  of  those 
much-despised  white  suckers,  and  my  recollection 
now  is  that  they  did  actually  catch  one. 

The  ground  is  not  good  at  this  point  for  camp- 
ing, but  could  be  made  so  by  anyone  who  intended 
to  remain  there  for  two  or  three  weeks.  Wood, 
for  fuel,  is  plentiful,  and  fish  of  all  kinds  can  be 
had  for  the  fishing. 

Cariboo  are  in  the  woods,  so  are  the  bear,  but 
they  are  not  so  thick  as  to  scare  anyone.  A  long 
distance  up  the  lake  there  are  wolves,  but  away 
beyond  the  reach  of  bothering  anyone  fishing 
on  the  river. 

When  going  up  the  river  I  saw  six  sturgeon  in 
a  boat  belonging  to  an  Indian  which  were  over 
6ft.  long,  and  weighed  over  2001b.  apiece. 


Under  Virgin  Falls,  I  am  told,  there  are  mon- 
sters— so  large  that  no  tackle  so  far  can  hold 
them.  They  break  away  every  time  they  have 
been  hooked ;  so  that  anyone  who  desires  to  catch 
the  very  large  fish  can  go  to  the  falls,  and  they 
will  find  their  match  in  weight,  skill,  and  assort- 
ment. 

Camping  grounds  are  plenty  on  both  sides  of 
the  river  going  up  or  coming  down,  so  that  you 
have  your  choice  of  grounds;  and  if  one  camp 
site  is  taken  there  is  another  not  far  off. 

Great  care  is  taken  of  these  grounds.  The 
brush  and  rubbish  must  be  gathered  up  and 
burned  at  the  time  you  leave,  going  to  another 
camp,  and  the  fire  put  out  and  soaked  with  water, 
to  make  sure  it  is  out,  and  to  prevent  forest  fires. 
These  regulations  being  carefully  carried  out,  the 
camps  are  always  ready  for  the  camper,  and  no 
filth  can  accumulate. 

Tents  are  rented  at  fifty  cents  per  day  (that  is, 
2s.  each),  and  the  camp  dishes,  which  includes 
everything  to  cook  the  food  and  supply  the  table. 
You  can  also  rent  blankets,  but  the  exact  price  I 
have  forgotten ;  but  it  is  very  low — about  Is.  per 
day  for  all  the  cover  you  need  in  camp.  We  had 
our  own. 

The  prices  of  provisions  are  the  same  that  you 
would  pay  at  your  own  homes,  and  just  as  good; 
so  there  is  no  need  to  bother  about  them  until  you 
reeich  Nipigon. 

Take  your  own  rods  and  tackle  and  personal 
effects  for  your  own  comfort,  and  you  can  get 
everything  else  there.  To  get  guides  (as  they  are 
called)  who  paddle  the  canoes  and  do  the  work,  it 
is  advisable  to  write  Mr.  McKirdy  in  advance,  and 
fix  the  time  when  you  will  arrive,  and  he  will  have 
everything  arranged  for  you. 

Let  me  say  in  conclusion  that  you  cannot  spend 
any  money  either  going  up  or  coming  down  the 
Nipigon  river,  so  you  may  just  as  well  give  your 
money  to  either  the  hotel  keeper  or  Mr.  McKirdy 
to  put  in  their  safe,  and  upon  your  return  you 
will  fijid  it  all  right. 

Tou  anglers  who  are  complaining  of  having  lost 
your  vigour  must  go  on  this  trip,  and  you  will 
quickly  find  how  easily  and  quickly  it  is  restored 
to  you. 

This  is  a  trip  worthy  of  every  angler,  and  no 
one  who  can  afford  to  take  a  fishing  trip  can 
afford  to  neglect  to  take  advantage  of  this  one. 
I  will  guarantee  when  you  go  you  will  say,  like 
the  Queen,  that  the  half  has  not  been  told.  But 
I  leave  that  so  you  may  add  your  chapter  to  what 
I  have  said.  John  W.  Hague. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  U.S.A. 


THE  LAMBOURNE  TROUT  SEASON. 


Satukdat,  Sept.  29,  saw  the  last  of  the  1900 
trouting  on  this  favourite  Berkshire  river,  and  it 
can  hardly  be  said  that  the  season  went  out  with 
a  great  flourish  of  trumpets.  There  were  some  half 
dozen  anglers  on  the  Newbury  water  during  the 
day,  but  only  one  succeeded  in  grassing  a  brace 
of  respectable  fish  with  a  large  Silver  Sedge  quite 
late  in  the  evening.  In  the  morning  a  few  gray- 
ling were  caught,  but  after  mid-day  the  water  fell 
considerably,  and  became  very  slack.  It  began  to 
come  up  again  soon  after  four  o'clock,  but  very 
few  rises  were  seen,  and  trout  would  npt  take 
until  after  dark,  when,  as  I  have  said,  one  gentle- 
man was  lucky  enough  to  creel  a  brace. 

The  Lambourne  season  has  not  been  specially 
remunerative.  The  water  opened  on  May  1  at  the 
tail  end  of  the  grannom  rise,  and  an  odd  fish  was 
taken  here  and  there  with  the  greentails ;  but 
untU  the  May  Fly  put  in  an  appearance  no  really 
good  baskets  were  made.  The  rise  was  ushered 
in  on  June  2  with  exceptionally  blustering 
weather  and  cold  winds.  The  fly  was  well  up  for 
fully  a  week.  The  Alder,  and  especially  the 
pattern  dressed  by  Ogden  Smith,  and  the  flat- 
winged  example  sent  out  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson, 
of  Kingston,  after  the  idea  of  Mr.  Chas.  Walker, 
-vere  very  deadly,  and  frequently  killed  when  the 
May  Fly  was  at  its  height.  By  careful  fishing, 
many  anglers  reached  the  three  brace  limit 
allowed  on  the  water,  some  of  the  fish  being  nearly 
21b.  in  weight.  The  Spent  Gnat  was  taken  fairly 
well  when  the  rise  proper  was  over,  and  after  dark, 
when  fished  down-stream,  occasionally  killed  in 
capable  hands.  From  the  middle  of  June  onwards 
to  the  close  there  were  at  times  splendid  rises  of 


fly,  and  the  evening  fishing  was  often  distinctly 
good.  The  Silver  Sedge,  dressed  on  a  No.  0  hook, 
seems  to  have  been  taken  freely,  but  flies  which 
last  year  were  prime  favourites  were  entirely  dis- 
regarded this  season.  In  the  daytime  it  was 
much  more  difiicult  to  get  a  fish  than  in  1899, 
when  on  a  private  portion  at  the  top  of  the 
Lambourne  trout  were  generally  found  rising  in 
the  hot  days  of  July  and  August  under  the  tree- 
lined  bank,  and  where  by  casting  a  Wickham  on 
a  00  hook  a  brace  was  frequently  killed  by  one 
rod  before  lunch  time. 

In  the  ending  weeks  of  the  season  the  sedges 
naturally  accounted  for  the  majority  of  fish. 
Some  of  these  were  good  specimens  for  the 
Lamboui'ne,  running  up  to  and  over  l^lb.  Still, 
taken  as  a  whole,  the  fish  have  not  risen  so  freely 
by  any  means  as  they  have  done  in  previous 
years.  One  angler  who  knows  the  stream  excep- 
tionally well  suggests  that  the  trout  in  it  have 
grown  fat,  and  have  become  lazy  in  consequence. 
With  regard  to  the  former,  it  may  be  safely 
asserted  that  they  have  filled  out  wonderfully 
compared  with  1899.  Occasionally  a  "  gaspipe," 
the  not  very  flattering  nickname  which  has  clung 
to  Lambourne  fish  for  some  years,  has  been 
caught,  but  eleven  out  of  every  dozen  killed  (a. 
very  mild  estimate)  have  been  plump,  well-con- 
ditioned trout.  Their  fighting  qualities,  too,  have 
vastly  improved  along  with  their  appearance,  and. 
from  a  gastronomic  point  of  view,  they  are  not 
only  eatable,  but  capital  meat  indeed. 

This  has  been  brought  about  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  excellent  and  constant  supply  of  water 
which  has  obtained  all  the  season  through.  The 
river  has  never  run  dead  low  for  days  at  a  time, 
and  the  weeds  have  been  carefully  attended  to. 
There  are  plenty  of  big  trout  left,  and  the  young 
stock  coming  on  seem  to  be  all  that  can  be 
desired. 

In  the  course  of  the  season  three  rainbows,  to 
my  own  knowledge,  have  been  caught  in  the 
water,  one  a  fish  of  over  a  pound.  The  question 
arises,  how  did  these  get  into  the  Lambourne, 
seeing  that  none  were  put  in  by  the  lessees  ?  The 
only  solution  that  seems  reasonable  is  that  they 
have  travelled  up  from  the  Piscatorial  Society's 
water  on  the  Kennet  (the  Lambourne,  it  should 
be  mentioned,  joins  the  Kennet  just  below  Ham 
Mill),  and,  should  this  surmise  prove  correct,  it 
goes  to  show  that  rainbows  do  not  drop  down  but 
make  their  way  upstream.  Still,  it  is  equally 
disappointing  to  those  who  stock  with  rainbows, 
whether  they  go  up  or  down.  If  they  will  not 
remain  where  they  are  placed,  someone  else 
gets  the  benefit  of  any  stocking  which  is  under- 
taken. 

Talking  about  rainbows,  I  witnessed  a  very 
interesting  little  performance  between  a  Lam- 
bourne trout  and  a  rainbow,  both  about  the  same 
size,  viz.,  a  pound,  as  near  as  I  could  judge.  The 
rainbow  was  in  a  run  between  some  weeds  close 
to  the  bank  when  I  caught  sight  of  it.  While 
admiring  its  colouring  I  saw  one  of  the  ordinary 
Lambourne  fish  appear,  hustle  the  rainbow  out  of 
its  place,  and  take  possession  of  the  run  itself. 
Five  minutes  afterwards  the  Lambourne  trout 
moved  a  foot  upstream,  and  got  under  a  weed 
patch,  whereupon,  back  the  rainbow  came,  and 
filled  the  place  vacated  by  the  other  trout.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  Lambourne  fellow  re- 
appeared upon  the  scene,  espied  the  rainbow,  and 
attacked  it  a  second  time,  quickly  making  it 
shift  its  quarters.  The  rainbow  was  literally 
worried  out  of  the  swim.  It  was  amusing  to 
watch  the  antics  of  the  commoner  trout.  I  left 
the  spot,  but,  upon  returning  two  hours  after- 
wards, found  that  the  rainbow  was  not  there.  I 
waited  some  time,  but  in  vain,  for  it  to  show  itself 
again,  but  it  came  not.  It  probably  moved  up- 
stream, and  found  a  less  disturbed  position.  On 
another  occasion,  and  near  the  same  place,  I  saw 
a  trout  turn  a  grayling  oat  of  a  run  in  the  same 
way.  Three  or  four  times  the  grayling  returned 
to  the  run,  but  was  soon  poked  out  of  it,  the 
trout  showing  a  considerable  amount  of  pugnacity 
in  the  treatment  it  accorded  to  one  of  its  own 
near  relatives.  The  Chiel. 


To  Flt  Dkessbbs,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  28.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The.  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  FUMny  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
pest  free,  by  sending  28.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.. 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter-lane,  London 
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\\U  FAIR  AND  FOUL  ANGLING. 

are  fishers  and  fishers,  and  no  doubt 
there  will  be  differences  of  opinion  to  the  end  of 
time.  There  are  subjects  that  men  will  split 
hairs  upon,  although  they  are  pretty  well  in 
agreement  at  aU  other  times,  and  there  are  points 
of  difference  over  which  life-long  friends  will 
quarrel,  and  take  offence,  although  in  the  main 
these  shades  of  opinion  are  quite  immaterial. 
But  if  there  be  one  thing  more  than  another  over 
which  anglers  are  pretty  well  agreed  it  is  that  of 
fair  and  foul  fishing.  Some  may  not  be  so 
straight-laced  as  others,  but  all  are  in  accord  to 
draw  a  broad  and  distinctive  line  between  fair 
and  fold  fishing,  to  recognise  the  one  as  angling, 
and  to  mark  with  no  undecided  stroke  the  other 
as  poaching. 

What  is  fair,  and  what  is  foul  angling  ?  When 
the  fish  comes  to  the  lure  of  its  own  accord,  and 
that  lure  of  a  legal  order,  then  it  cannot  be 
classed  as  otherwise  than  fair  angling.  The  fish 
may  be  foul  hooked,  but  if  the  lure  is  of  such  an 
order  that  it  would  have  taken  otherwise,  then  the 
foul  hooking  was  purely  accidental,  and  although 
the  fish  may  be  banked  by  the  belly  or  the  tail  it 
has  been  legally  angled  for,  and  obtained  under 
fair  conditions,  and  the  captor  has  as  good  reason 
to  be  as  proud  of  his  fish  and  of  his  prowess  as  if 
it  had  swallowed  the  lure,  and  had  had  to  be  cut 
up  to  get  it  freed. 

Foul  angling,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be 
defined  as  hooking  the  fish  nolens  volens  and 
bringing  it  to  the  bank  with  any  lure  or  bait 
otherwise  than  what  a  jury  of  anglers  would  pro- 
nounce to  be  strictly  fair  or  legal.    The  poacher 
we  have  always  with  us.    We  do  not  aUude  to  the 
open  tactics  of  the  professional,  or  the  hidden 
tactics  of  the  amateur.    They  are  one  and  the 
same,  and  are  at  once  dubbed  poaching.  The 
net,  the*spear,  the  gaff,  or  any  other  instrument 
which  serves  for  his  purpose,  such  as  a  hay-fork  or  a 
stable  "  grape,"  are  all  too  weU  known,  and  at 
once  mark  down  their  men,  be  they  in  the  hands 
of  the  habitue  of  the  slum  or  of  the  reverend 
gentleman  of  the  manse,  and  we  have  seen  laoth 
extremes  of  humanity  using  them  for  theii- 
personal  gain,  the  one  for  his  pocket  and  the 
other  for  his  pot.    The  "  sniggerer  "  is  also  well 
known,  and  is  nothing  else  than  a  downright 
poacher,  even  supposing  he  be  handling  an  18ft. 
greenheart  rod  or  a  14ft.  spinner,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  working  the  oracle  with  a  simple  clew  of 
cord  from  the  bank  above.    The  snigger  consists 
of  a  number  of  bare  hooks  whipped  together  and 
of  the  largest  salmon  size — sometimes  cod  ones 
are  preferred— and,  with  a  lead  ball  at  the  end,  it 
is  cast  across  the  pool  and  then  worked  in  by 
sudden  jerks  across  where  the  fish  are  lying,  so 
that  it  matters  little  whether  it  be  worked  by  a 
rod  or  from  the  hand,  and  will  depend  very  much 
upon  the  status  of  the  sniggerer  whether  he 
can  afford  a  rod  or  not.    The  artisan,  or  other 
sniggerer,  uses  a  rod.    It  covers  his  action  for 
the  nonce,  and  is  a  blind  to  those  at  a  distance,  or 
who  do  not  know  any  better.    The  slum  snig- 
gerer, out  for  a  fish,  has  no  qualms  of  conscience 
in  this  respect,  and  the  ball  of  cord  answers  his 
purpose  equally  well,  since  he  cannot  afford  the 
disguise  of  a  rod. 

There  are  anglers  who  would  disdain  to  kill  a 
fish  with  anything  but  the  orthodox  fly,  and  who 
do  not  hesitate  to  dub  all  other  kinds  of  angling 
as  savouring  of  poaching.  These  are  generally 
classed  as  anglers  of  the  old  school,  and  are  now 
few  and  far  between,  although  a  few  still  exist, 
and  from  one  year's  end  to  the  other  generally  get 
far  better  sport  than  the  man  who  has  hardly 
made  half  a  dozen  casts  with  the  fly  when  he 
thinks  that  the  minnow  would  work  better,  and 
has  hardly  gone  over  a  dozen  yards  with  it  when 
he  imagines  it  is  just  such  another  day  when  he 
killed  his  fish  to  the  prawn  and  changes  for  it. 

There  are  anglers  again,  and  they  are  in  the 
majority,  who  use  and  very  sensibly  and  rationally 
defend  the  use  of  every  legal  lure  in  a  legal 
manner,  and  who  are  so  imbued  with  the  highest 
ideal  of  the  true  sportsman  that  anything  of  a 
questionable  or  colourable  nature  is  at  once 
repudiated  by  them  as  outside  the  pale  of  true 
sport.  Their  highest  ideal  is  to  cultivate  that 
esprit  de  corps  which  is  the  only  true  safeguard 
for  their  own  and  their  neighbours'  rights  where 
freedom,  from  espionage  is  to  be  enjoyed.  It 
would  be  a  hard  case  were  the  footsteps  of  sports- 
men to  be  perpetually  dogged  by  river  watchers 


and  water  bailiffs,  and  their  peace  of  mind 
disturbed  and  privacy  intruded  on  by  an  army  of 
police  perpetually  on  the  hunt  for  law-breakers 
Their  presence  now  and  again  is  quite  enough, 
and  often  too  much,  as  their  work  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  overnight,  and  not  through  the  day. 
when  the  presence  of  the  angler  is  quite  sufficient 
protection  for  his  waters,  which  are  not  likely 
then  to  be  disturbed.  The  true  angler  knows  his 
lines,  and  keeps  faithfully  to  them.  He  knows 
the  distinction  between  fair  and  foul  angling,  and 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  anything  that  may 
savour  of  the  latter,  while  he  is  equally  zealous  in 
everything  that  will  foster  and  encourage  the 
former. 

There  is  a  class  of  men,  however,  who  call  them- 
selves anglers — save  the  mark — whose  sole  object 
to  get  fish.    They  are  not  confined  to  any 


particular  district  or  stream,  and  we  regret  to  say 
we  have  found  them  more  or  less  in  all  ranks  and 
classes.    Their  sense  of  honour  as  regards  fishing 
has  been  blunted,  if  ever  they  possessed  any,  and 
their  opinion  as  regards  legal  and  illegal  angling 
would  even  disgrace  a  Fijian  islander.  Every- 
thing is  legal  that  brings  them  fish,  and  they  wilf 
stoop  to  any  method,  however  low,  that  yields 
them  their  so-called  sport,  without  openly  and 
publicly  breaking  the  law,  so  as  barely  to  keep 
I  out  of  its  clutches  by  the  skin  of  their  teeth  as  it 
were.    These  are  not  confined  to  the  artisan 
classes  altegether,  although  they  (the  artisans) 
decidedly  form  the  bulk  of  the  class  we  allude  to, 
for  we  have  been  alongside  those  questionable 
sportsmen  who  could  afford  to  pay  at  the  rate  of 
£300  a  year  for  their  water,  and  whose  pot- 
hunting  instinct  was  so  strong  that  they  could 
not  help  wallowing  in  this  mire.    Neither  are 
these  confined  to  any  one  river,  but  are  found 
principally  on  the  lower  waters,  and  where  their 
questionable  tactics  pay  best.    They  are  not 
sniggerers,  but  they  are  not  far  removed  from 
them.    There  is  only  a  thin  paper  partition 
between  them  and  the  regular  poacher,  and  this 
only  for  the  purpose  of  shielding  themselves  from 
the  terrors  that  would  otherwise  await  them.  They 
comply  with  the  letter,  but  violate  the  spirit  of  the 
law.  The  class  we  allude  to  make  apretence  of  using 
a  legal  lure  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  illegal. 
There  are  those  that  fish  with  the  sunk  fly,  leaded 
for  the  purpose.    The  waters  may  be  small  and 
clear,  but  their  flies  are  large  and  sparse.  There 
are  those  that  fish  with  the  worm,  the  prawn,  and 
the  minnow  after  the  same  fashion,  and  never 
bring  a  fish  ashore  by  the  mouth,  but  all  these 
pale  into  insignificance,  both  as  regards  method 
and  success,  compared  with  the  fellow  who  essays 
the  leaded  Devon.   It  is  nothing  else  but  the 
snigger  with  the  Devon  merely  to  give  it  the  legal 
passport.    It  would  do  equally  well  without  the 
Devon,  were  it  not  for  the  apprehended  presence 
of  the  bailiff  and  the  fear  of  detection.  The 
Devon,  bright  and  shiny,  is  there,  not  for  the 
salmon  but  for  the  watcher,  and  as  a  talisman  to 
protect  the  miscreant  who  uses  it.    And  it  lends 
itself    to    the   plot    beautifully.     The  modus 
operandi  is  as  follows  :  A  .3in.  Devon  is  threaded 
on  to  a  specially -prepared  tackle.    The  body  of 
the  tackle  is  whipped  closely  with  lead  wire, 
i.e.,  the  sinker,  and  the  triangles  of  the  tackle, 
which  fit  into  the  slit  sides  of  the  Devon  and 
also  form  its  tail,  are  four,  five,  and  six  sizes 
larger  than  the  orthodox  scale.    It  is  termed  the 
"  monkey  "  on  the  Don,  and  well  does  it  ply  its 
nefarious  work  on  the  lower  pools  of  that  much- 
abused  stream,  where  the  fish,  for  the  want  of 
water  to  permit  their  ascent,  are  at  this  season  of 
the  year  crowded  into  holes  and  ruts  as  thick  as 
herrings  in  a  barrel.    The  "  monkey  "  is  spun  out 
from  the  Malloch  right  across  the  stream,  and 
then  rapidly  wound  and  jerked  in.    When  half 
across  the  pool  there  is  a  sudden  stop,  an  extra 
jerk  is  applied,  and  the  next  moment  the  rod  is 
bent,  and  away  the  line  goes  tearing  up  the  water, 
and  for  the  next  few  minutes  the  pool  is  lashed 
into  foam.    But  the  fight  is  short  and  sharp,  for 
the  tackle  is  strong,  and  soon  a  25-pounder  is 
wound  into  the  bank,  hooked  by  the  side,  gaffed, 
knocked  on  the  head,  and  summarily  disposed  of, 
all  within  the  space  of  six  or  eight  minutes,  for  it 
is  not  sport  that  is  wanted,  it  is  fish.    And  the 
watcher  stands  on  the  bank  above,  but  he  cannot 
interfere.    He  sees  three,  four,  and  five  fish 
creeled  between  six  and  eight  o'clock  of  a 
morning.    Yet  he  is  powerless,  because  the 
gentleman  is  angling  with  a  legal  lure.    G.  M. 


A  SEA  FISHING  STATION  ON  THE 
NORWEGIAN  COAST. 


It  not  infrequently  happens  that  the  angler,  on 
arriving  in  Norway,  receives  intelligence  regarding 
the  weather  or  other  conditions  at  his  proposed 
ultiruate  destination  which  render   a  delay  in 
continuing  his  journey  desirable.  Sometimes, 
too,  on  returning  from  his  summer  quarters  on 
the  banks  of  a  salmon  river,  or  from  a  trout- 
fishing  expedition  among  the  mountains,  there  is 
an  interval  of  time  to  fill  up  before  he  is  due  at 
home,  which  he  wishes  to  spend  in  pleasant 
fashion  at  a  come-at-able  spot  where  he  can 
combine  comfortable  quarters,  interesting  sur- 
roundings, quiet,  and,  for  a  change,  some  sea 
fishing.    Such  a  spot  is  not  so  easy  to  hit  off  as 
would  at  first  appear.    The  majority  of  Norwegian 
coast  towns  and  villages  are  not  particularly 
attractive  places  of  residence,  even  for  a  few  days, 
to  the  ordinary  Englishman.    The  hotel  is  usually 
full  of  local  tradespeople,  and  too  frequently  day 
and  night  alike  are  rendered  hideous  by  the  orgies 
of  these  worthy  folk,  and  of  knights  of  the  road. 
Generally  speaking,  too,  there  are  no  places  of 
interest  to  visit,  and  nothing  whatever  to  do. 
Again,  there  are  the  recognised  watering  places 
along  the  coast,  which  are  crammed  until  the 
expiry  of  the  Norwegian  school  holidays  (about 
Aug.  22)  with  ecstatic  natives,  and  immediately 
afterwards  become  places  of  the  dead. 

A  spot  which  does  not  come  within  either  of  the 
above  categories  is  the  little  fishing  settlement  of 
Frederiksvaern,  situated  about  an  hour's  drive 
from  a  railway  station  at  the  entrance  to  the  fjord, 
at  the  head  of  which  stands  the  town  of  Laurvig. 
It  possesses  many  attractions.   The  mail  steamer 
from  Christiania  (seven  hours)  calls  daily,  as  does 
the  one  from  the  west  coast  via  Christiansand. 
The  country  at  the  back  is  extremely  pretty,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  charming  walks  and  drives ; 
while  the  rock-lbound  coast  is  highly  picturesque, 
and  studded  with  innumerable  islands.  The 
place,  too,  is  admirably  suited  for  sailing,  boating, 
and  bathing,  and  there  is  excellent  sea  fishing  to 
be  had  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  without 
having  to  go  uncomfortable  distances  to  get  it,  as  is 
so  often  the  case.  Cod,  pollack,  whiting,  mackerel, 
herring,  haddock,  &c.,  are  plentiful  in  their 
respective  seasons,  and  fine  sea  trout  are  to  be 
captured  in  April  and  May  by  spitining  with 
"  bristling  "  (sprats)  along  the  seaweed-clad  shores 
of  the  islands  and  headlands. 
At  night  the  brilliant  flashing  rays   of  the 
Faerder  "  and    "  Svenoerne "  lighthouses  are  ^  . 
conspicuously  visible,  and  by  day,  with  a  good 
glass,  in  addition  to  a  vast  extent  of  con-ugated 
coast  line,  the  shores  of  Sweden,  distant  some 
forty  odd  miles,  may  be  discerned  from  some  of 
the  points  of  vantage. 

The  harbour  is  sheltered  from  every  wind,  and 
its  excellences  would  seem  to  have  been  early 
appreciated,  as  the  place  is  one  of  those  from  which 
used  to  issue  those  famous  sea  rovers,  the  Vikings, 
who  for  so  many  years  ravaged  the  coasts  of 
what  is  now  Great  Britain.  In  later  times  it  was 
fortified;  on  the  mainland  the  outlines  of  the 
old  ramparts  and  moat  may  still  be  traced,  while 
on  one  of  the  islands  opposite  the  ancient  fort,  or, 
as  it  is  called,  "  the  Citadel,"  remains. 

Here,  in  the  time  of  the  Danish  kings,  the  royal  ' 
parties  u^ed  to  land  on  their  sea  journeys  from 
Copenhagen,  and  here  the  Danish  warships  used  ; 
to  come. 

Some  four  or  five  miles  out  to  sea  lies  the  little 
group  of  rocky  islets  called  "  Svenoerne,"  upon 
which  stands  the  lighthouse  above  referred  to, 
and  in  their  midst  is  a  tiny  harbour  of  refuge 
resorted  to  under  stress  of  weather  by  the 
mackerel  fishermen.  The  place  is  well  worth  a 
visit,  and  the  hardy  boatmen  beguile  the  time  ! 
occupied  in  the  passage  to  and  fro  by  pointing 
out  the  places  on  this  dangerous  coast  where 
vessels  innumerable  have  been  lost  in  gales  and 
snowstorms.  In  winter,  with  a  continuance  of 
southerly  wind,  much  ice  drifts  up  to  these  parts 
from  the  Kattegat,  and  upon  its  surface  it  is 
sometimes  possible  to  reach  "  Svenoerne,"  while 
on  one  celebrated  occasion  the  whole  sea  for  weeks 
together  was  completely  frozen  over  between  the 
Norwegian,  Swedish,  and  Danish  coasts. 

RUGDE, 


AmbeiOAn  Books. — A  catalogue  of  American  books  In  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Oo.,  Limited,  St.  Dnnitui'B  Houie,  Fetter-Iant,  LeodoB. 
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THE  COLLOCH,  OR  STONE  LOACH. 

One  of  the  finest  baits  in  the  world  is  a 
"  coUoch."   I  well  remember  the  day  when  first  I 
discovered  his  excellent  merits.    I  was  angling 
on  the  upper  Clare-Galway  river,  on  a"*day  when 
the  sun  was  lilazing,  air  calm,  and  water  "terrible 
dry."    With  light  rod,  finest  tackle,  and  tiny  flies 
we  fished  the  whole  of  a  July  morning,  with  little 
or  no  success.    Then,  at  a  suggestion  to  sub- 
stitute  bait  for  flies,  I  prepared  to  mount  a  small 
artificial    minnow.     But    our    boy  interfered. 
"  That's  no  power  o'  good,  yer  honour.    Ye'd  best 
try  a  coUoch."    "A  what?"  said  I.    "  Just  a 
little  colloch,  or  maybe  a  pinkeen,"  said  he.  A 
"  pinkeen  "  I  discovered  to  be  a  minnow,  but  as  to 
a  colloch  I  could  get  no  more  out  of  him  than 
that  it  was  a  little  fish.   Moreover,  he  undertook 
to  provide  one  forthwith.    From  the  recesses  of  a 
tattered  jacket  he  produced  a  three-pronged, 
rusty  kitchen  fork,  and  led  on  quietly  by  the 
river  bank  till  we  came  to  a  shallow,  stony  place 
where  the  cattle  were  wont  to  ford  the  stream. 
"  Lift  the  stone,  sorr,  and  stab  them,"  said  he, 
handing  the  fork  to  my  friend.    Then  I  began  to 
have  an  idea  as  to  what  a  colloch  might  be.  In 
five  minutes  there  was  a  little  splash  and  a 
triumphant  shout,  as  my  fellow  angler  lifted 
on   high  a  little    Sin.   brown  fish,  wriggling 
between   the   prongs.    Then   I   saw   that  a 
colloch  is  a  loach,  a  common  stone  loach,  and 
called  to  mind  what  I  had  read  concerning 
him,  though  at  that  time  I  had  never  used  him 
as  a  bait.    "We  all  had  a  turn  with  the  fork.  It 
18  quite  exciting  work.    Paddling  in  water  6in.  to 
1ft.    deep,   stepping   "gingerly,"   moving  the 
stones  cautiously,  kneeling  in  the  stream  for  a 
better  stroke— very  quietly  the  rusty  fork  moves 
towards  the  little  fish— a  sudden  stab,  and  you 
have  him  (or  have  him  not,  as  the  case  may  be '). 
Our  "  boy  "  was  wonderfully  adroit.    The  little 
gossoons,  he  told  me,  "  do  be  killin'  a  score  o' 
them  in  an  evenin'." 

Each  of  us  put  up  a  colloch  and  commenced 
fishing.  After  a  while  my  comrade  had  a  run  of 
something— it  turned  out  to  be  a  respectable 
jack.  A  little  farther  on  a  Alb.  perch  took  mv 
colloch.  ' 

Altogether  we  had  quite  a  lively  afternoon,  and 
a  number  of  good  runs.  We  landed  several  iack 
and  a  couple  of  decent  trout. 

From  that  day  I  have  been  a  firm  believer  in 
the  efficacy  of  a  stone  loach.  A  sombre,  dusky 
Lttle  chap,  with  none  of  the  glister  that  a  good 
bait  IS  supposed  to  have,  he  yet  seems  to  be 
more  attractive  than  commoner  baits.  For  both 
trout  and  pike  this  is  a  capital  lure,  and,  so  I  am 
told,  for  salmon  too.  Let  me  advise  you  to 
search  the  shallow,  stony  places,  especially  if  the 
1?  try  to  catch  a 

colloch  before  you  begin  spinning.  I  have  always 
been  grateful  to  the  lad  who,  "whiles  ago" 
insisted  that  "  a  colloch  'ud  be  the  best  chance 
at  all,  yer  honour."  Glenhest. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particiilarB  are  epeoially  compiled  bv 
Mesere.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agent?,  55  and  56, 
Cnancery-Iane,  London.  W.C.  . 
10,745.    Fiahing.    Patentees:  Meesre.  W.  S.  Smith 
Hyde  Park  Corner,  London,  and  H.  Mann' 
Theydon  Bois,  Essex.    Kelates  to  rod  fittings! 
For  Inbricating  purposes,  the  running  line  is 
passed  through  a  case  clamped  to  the  rod,  and 
tiled  with  a  sponge,  &o.  This  case  is  made  in 
halves  and  screwed  together,  and  each  fitted 
with  a  sliding  and  collapsible  end.    The  im- 
pregnated sponge  is  placed  within  spiral 
springs,  which  are  forced  inwards  by  the 
sliding  ends  to  squeeze  fresh  lubricant  against 
the  liae.    The  case  is  replenished  through  an 
Bperture.    The  Eqneezing  of  the  sponge  may 
be  effected  by  ecrew  or  spring  plungers,  or  by 
DlaciDg  it  between  flat  springs  approximated 
by  the  sliding  ends  of  the  case. 


The  chrysanthemum  will  be  seen  in  all  its  glory  at  the 
Koyal  Aquanpm  next  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thnrg- 

N?,i-!„Vou"'*'°]l"°«*''®o'^"*«^<>"  °*  year  by  the 
Rational  Chrysanthemum  Society.  Not  only  these  popular 
blooms  will  be  on  view,  but  there  will  be  miscellaneous 
gronp3--dahlias  and  an  extraordinary  display  of  onions 
and  pedigree  Tegetables-which  should  be  of  «xceptional 
FZdaV%.ml?°"'"-  Vrogv^ra^e  wUl 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4a 


,  — -  iZiver  Reporters  wh»  want  forms  wnd  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishins 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followmg  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridee 
given  below  * 


Add 


30  miu,  for  Ohelsea. 


40 


(b5  mln.  for  Kew. 
"  P"*°ey-  aaaV^  Bichmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  '^"")80  „  „  Twickenham 
50   „    „  Barnes.  (^85   „     „  Teddington. 

■n^"^^^^^  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 

will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hiqh  Watbb  at  London  Bainai. 

Saturday,  Oct.  C   ."T48^:.. 

Sunday,  „  7    o.l5   ."."."..".'.'.*.'"."  0  40 

"•"day,        „  8    1.  3    1:25 

Tuesday,  „  9    1.47    <>  § 

Wednesday,  ,,  10  ,    9  31  2  54 

Thursday,   „  11  a.K!  i;!!!!;;!;;;;!;.";;;;  339 

Friday,  ,,      12    4.  1    4  94 

HiSH  Water  at  Aubbblet  and  Pulboeouoh. 

Saturday,      Oct.      6  "^^T!, 

Sunday,  ,,        7    12. .55    1  20 

Monday,         ,,        8    1  43    2.  -3 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pnlborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Lechlade.  &c.).— A  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  after  roach,  perch,  and  chub,  and  in  some 
iDstances  some  nice  sport  has  been  had,  one  man  one 
evening  bringing  in  a  bucketful  of  roach  to  the  Trout,  but 
the  majority  were  returned  to  the  water.  Metsrs.  A.  G 
Wetherby,  Fry,  and  Morgan  have  been  out  at  St.  John's 
Bridge.— Rambler. 

▲ncholme  Diatrict.  —  The  trout  fishing  season  is 
now  over.  It  has,  owing  to  generally  insufficient  rain, 
been  only  a  moderate  one.  The  best  fish  of  the  season 
was  taken  at  Eiverhead  by  Mr.  Shaw,  of  Market  Rasen. 
It  weighed  41b.  2oz.,  and  has  been  nicely  set  up  by  Mr 
Nash,  of  Lincoln.  Pike  fishing  on  the  Ancholme  con- 
tinues very  good.  Roach  are  fairly  on  the  feed,  and  are 
tatiog  creed  wheat  best.  Bream  of  decent  size  succumb 
to  both  paste  and  potatoe.— Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Bottisham  Looks  (Wateibeach,  Cam.).— During 
the  week  some  decent  catches  had  under  Beasley's  (lock 
keeper)  advice  as  to  swims,  especially  to  strangers  on  this 
free  water.  London  anglers  have  been  doing  well  with 
eels  up  to  21b.  each,  f oar  pike  a  rod  a  day,  with  good 
baskets  of  roach  up  to  only  |lb.  each.  Some  days  the 
roach  have  ran  larger  (up  to  IJIb.  each) ;  other  days,  when 
wind,  which  has  been  strong,  i mailer.  Heavier  tackle  is 
required  now  with  a  stronger  stream.— John  0.  George 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

S^^^'  ^in^rugh,  &c.  (Easb  QlouceBtsr- 

■hire).— The  trcuting  season  came  to  an  end  on  Sept  29 
but  although  the  weather  was  delightfully  fine,  there  were 
but  few  rods  oat  either  on  hotel  or  private  waters.  Owing 
to  the  shallowness  and  brightness  of  the  water  the  autumn 
fishings  have  not  been  up  to  the  average,  and  tackleists 
complain  sadly  of  the  badness  of  trade  since  the  May  FJy 
which  draggled  on,  on  some  of  the  stretches,  until  the  end 
of  Jane.    The  beat  fish  of  the  season  on  hotel  waters  was 
killed  on  the  Bull  Hotel  waters  ia  the  tail  of  the  Grey 
Drake  by  a  well-known  Faiiford  expert,  Mr.  T.  Powell 
its  weight  being  2Jlb. ;  and  the  fish  was  photographed  and 
adorns  the  mantelpiece  of  the  hotel.    On  private  wateis 
several  3-pounders  were  creeled  during  the  May  Fly 
Several  men  at  Fairfoid  reached  tbe  limit  of  five  brace  of 
nearly  lib.  average,  and  at  Bibury,  on  the  upper  Coin,  one 
man  caught  seven  brace,  but  only  retained  five  of  them 
weighing  nearly  81b.  Duiing  the  May  Fly  some  grand  sport 
was  had  on  the  Coin,  Ablington  Manor,  Bibury  Court 
Williamstrip  Park,  Hatherop  Castle,  and  Fairford  Park 
al  providing  excellent  eport. — Pan. 

Darenth  (Faruiug'ham,  Hoxton  Kirby,  &o.).— 
The  season  closed  with  a  most  summer-like  evening  •  bat 
unfortunately,  I  was  only  in  time  to  see  the  last  few'  rises' 
and  to  pertnade  one  good  fish  to  make  a  futile  attempt  to 
take  my  fly.  Inasmuch  as  he  was  an  old  stager  that  hid 
rf  peatedly  refused  me  by  daylight,  even  to  get  a  riee  out 
of  him  was  something.  So  ends  a  very  enjoyable  season, 
on  Darenth  and  elsewhere.  I  hear  that  some  paits  of  the 
river  have  been  very  unproductive,  but  have  no  reison 
to  complain  of  want  of  fish  on  the  stretches  I  have 
fished,  though  often  unsuccessful  from  want  of  skill.  I 
fancy  prospects  for  the  autumn  spawning  are  good.  The 
fish  are  not  forward,  but  that  may  be  all  the  better.— 
J»  P.  T. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  river  has  run  very  low  and  clear 
daring  the  past  week,  but  welcome  showers  of  rain  have 
improved  conditions  slightly  ;  a  flood  is,  however,  much  ia 
request  to  enable  a  few  remaining  fish  to  take  the  higher 
reaches.  The  salmon  which  have  been  landed  are  in  fine 
condition.  Records  to  hand  are :  Dr.  English  three 
salmon.  171b.,  71b.,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Harold  Chapman,  three, 
54lb.,  51b.,  71b. ;  Mr.  Hunt,  one  of  71b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Walker,  one  of  31b.— J.  Jackson. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  still  delight- 
fully fine,  but  terribly  droughty.  Oar  river  has  dwindled 
to  a  mere  thread,  and  the  fish  are  simply  potted.  Things 
are  not  much  healthier  with  regard  to  canal,  for  what 
with  stale  waters  and  tons  of  weeds,  it  is  anything  bat  an 
angler  s  elyeium.   Until  rain  relieves  the  famine,  anglers 


may  aa  well  contentedly  mark  time  round  this  district.— 

Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Distxict  (Eonth  Uuos.  and  Caabi.).— 

Anglers  on  the  draina  in  this  district  are  beginning  to  feel 
the  want  of  rain  to  freshen  up  the  water.  Daring  the 
whole  coarse  of  September  there  baa  been  very  little  rain 
indeed;  as  a  oonsequetc?,  roaching  has  fallen  off  a  good 
deal.  It  18,  however,  reported  to  be  fairly  good  on  the 
BilhDgborough  lengths  of  the  Forty-foot.  From  the 
DeepiDg  district,  on  the  Welland,  fairly  good  sport  ij 
reported.  Though  pike  lijhing  has  set  in  it  is  by  no 
means  remunerative.  For  one  thing,  weeds  are  very 
annoying,  and  bank  fishing  is  all  but  impossible.  Some 
ot  those  who  have  exploited  from  a  boit  have  picked  up 
an  odd  fish  now  and  again. — Limpet. 
iv,^^j"  District  (North  Wotts).— The  reports  from 
the  Idle  and  Ryton  district  speak  of  an  improvement  in 
the  sport.  Water,  however,  is  very  clear,  and  care  has  to 
be  taken  to  land  fish.  A  visitor  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
borooby  the  other  day  banked  a  splendid  lot  of  roach.  He 
had  seventeen  fish,  and  these  scaled  no  less  than  211b. 
Another  gentleman,  fishing  near  Haxey  Gate,  banked  a 
dozen  roach,  and  these  scaled  over  101b.  These  were  all 
taken  with  creed  wheat.  Some  nice  lots  of  dace  have  also 
been  taken  at  several  places  on  both  the  streams.  An  odd 
^ayling  or  two  have  also  been  caught  in  the  waters  below 
Rettord,  and  several  good-sized  chub  have  had  to  succumb 
to  the  allurement  of  wasp  grub. — L.  \ 
Dunn.— These  waters  had  a  very 
different  appearance  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the 
weed  cutting  and  ploughing  having  been  completed,  and, 
but  for  the  scarcity  of  water  during  the  daytime,  there  ia 
every  reason  to  believe  that  g.iod  sport  would  have  been 
had.  Messrs.  Harden  and  Ward,  P.S.,  London,  were 
here  on  the  1st,  but  nothing  was  done,  for  the  reaaon 
before  mentioned,  and  unfortunately  left  by  the  5.18  p.m. 
train,  whereas  there  was  a  good  flow  of  water  from  6  p.m. 
Nothing  worth  recording,  and  not  likely  to  be  until  there 
18  more  water.  Jessett  v.  Hungerford,  re  fishing.  This 
case  (appeal)  comes  on  for  hearing  in  the  High  Court 
daring  the  month  of  November. — Gnome. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  SuflFolk).— Water  in  good 
order  for  bottom  fishing.  The  little  rain  we  had  has  done 
much  to  improve  tha  water.  We  really  want  a  good 
heavy  downfall,  and  a  general  washing  out  of  the  bed  of 
the  river  before  any  really  good  sport  can  be  had.  Twice 
this  week  I  saw  some  grand  roach  and  dace  taken  from 
the  Jack  Tree  and  Temple  deeps,  several  of  the  reach 
close  on  21b.  each.  At  the  Isleham  end  some  very  fine 
perch  have  been  taken ;  also  at  West  Row  deep,  about 
three  miles  from  Mildenhall,  there  are  lots  of  splendid 
fish.  At  some  of  the  locks  there  are  some  very  heavy 
chub  waiting  to  be  ciught. — Raven. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— On  Thursday  the  Lea  and 
its  tnbataries  were  looking  fresher  as  a  result  of  the  raina, 
but  it  will  take  much  more  wet  weather  to  put  the  rivers 
in  good  angling  condition.  The  Lea  holds  a  fair  head  of 
water,  but  it  is  very  sluggish.  The  roach  being  ciught 
are  improving  in  size.  Thn  best  takes  of  roach  are 
reported  from  Hertford,  Ware,  St.  Margaret's,  and 
Rje  House.  The  fish  have  run  up  to  lib.  4oz.  Nice 
dace  have  been  taken  at  War?.  The  capture  of 
perch,  pike,  and  chub  is  also  reported,  but  no  notable 
fish  have  been  brought  under  my  notice.  In  the  Stort 
the  current  is  very  slow-running,  but  here  and  there  roach 
are  being  caught.  A  good  flocd  is  wanted  to  clear  the 
liter  out.  Trout  fishing  closed  on  the  Lea  yesterday 
(Friday)  week.  The  season  has  been  a  very  indifferent 
one  as  regards  sport.  I  hear  of  some  more  nice  dace  being 
caught  in  the  Beane,  Mr.  Steinhart  fating  them  up  to 
13oz.  I  hope  to  soon  have  better  sport  all  round  to 
record.— IzAAK  Walton. 

Lnsrsr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  now  ranning  very  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  and 
rain  has  been  had  which  has  refreshed  the  rivers  a  little, 
and  the  cold  nights  have  brought  grayling  well  on  the 
move,  bat  more  water  is  wanted  in  them  before  grayling 
fishing  will  be  good.  Grayling  have  been  rising  fairly  well 
at  Red  Tag,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  WUlow,  Blue  Gnat, 
Whirling  Blue,  and  Green  Insect,  and  several  nice  lots  of 
fish  have  been  taken,  and  with  a  good  fall  of  rain  sport 
should  improve.    The  Pinsley  is  low.— Gwynne. 

jMVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kin^sland).— 
Rivers  are  still  low  and  clear,  yet .  when  the  days  have  been 
at  all  favourable,  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  Grayling 
rising  rather  freely.  Flies  are:  Lite  Brown  or  August 
Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Silver  Blue.  Pale  September  Dun,  Blue 
Gnat,  Green  Insect,  and  Red  Tag.  All  the  autumn  flies 
are  now  out,  but  the  beet  killers  have  been  amongst  the 
above.  Weather  and  wind  are  both  variable,  yet  the 
prospect  of  sport  in  the  coming  week  seems  good. — R.  T. 
Williams 

Ouse  (Denver).- With  the  shortening  days  the  angling 
visitor  is  now  an  object  of  the  pist,  but  it  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  sport  here  throughout  has  been  fairly  good, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  ot  it  yet  continuing.  Qaite 
recently  Messrs.  Hay  look  and  Stannard,  two  of  our 
"locils,"  had  some  excellent  takes  of  bream  and  roach. 
The  pike,  I  am  told,  are  numerous,  and  on  the  move,  and, 
with  the  early  frosts,  will  aoon  be  in  good  condition.  The 
weather  remains  all  that  could  be  wished  for,  and  the 
waters  are  running  well,  and  weeds  cinse  but  little  trouble, 
though  very  few  rods  are  now  to  be  seen  about.  A  party 
of  those  who  patronise  these  waters  on  the  early  closing 
Wednesdays— now  terminated  for  the  season— had  a  wind- 
up  tea  on  the  19th  inst.  at  the  Crown  Inn,  and  wished 
scccess  to  their  nest  season. — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  remains  in  much 
the  eatre  condition  as  last  week.  Everywhere  it  is  some- 
what clear,  but  is  a  nice  height,  and,  on  the  whole,  rather 
favourable  for  sport,  but  as  the  days  getshoiter  and  some- 
what colder  anglers  are  fewer  in  number,   Rndd,  perch, 
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roaoh,  and  chub  anglers  are  still  gstting  fair  takes,  but 
bream  are  "  dead  off." — B. 

OuB*  (St.  Iv«s,  Hants). — Water  stiU  too  clear  to  be 
conducive  to  good  sport,  very  few  specimens  being  taken, 
roaoh  up  to  lib.  loz.  being  the  heaviest  taken.  The 
weather  looks  threatening,  and  should  the  much  needed 
rain  come  it  may  improve  matters, — E.  Collinson. 

Flymoath.. — Trout  fishing  is  over  for  this  year,  and  as 
a  whole  it  has  not  been  a  very  good  season  as  regards 
takes.  The  salmon  season  for  rod  and  line  closes  on 
Nov.  1,  and  there  are  several  peal  and  salmon  waiting  to 
be  caught.  We  had  some  nice  showers  daring  the  week, 
and  the  rivers  have  benefited  by  it.  Several  good  fish 
have  been  taken  in  the  last  few  days,  varying  from  lOlb. 
to  31b.— William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Congenial  weather  prevails, 
and  conditions  for  all-round  coarse-fish  angling  are 
favourable.  Few  rods  have,  however,  been  out,  and  no 
noteworthy  ciptnras  have  been  recorded.  Pike  fishers 
have  taken  a  few  71b.  or  81b.  fish,  but  their  operations  by 
the  riverside  have  for  the  most  part  been  confined  to  bait 
catching. — Hafbe  n  . 

Severn,  V^mwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
ueck), — Anglers  could  not  wish  for  more  favourable 
weather  than  what  it  was  at  the  close  of  the  trout  fishing 
season,  and  good  sport  was  had  with  these  fish  up_  to  the 
very  last  day.  Coarse  fish  are  very  numerous  in  the 
Severn  and  its  principal  tributary,  the  Vyrnwy,  and 
capital  baskets  of  roach,  chub,  perch,  and  dace  are  the 
rule.  Pike  are  also  very  plentiful  in  the  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy,  bat  at  present  they  are  very  wary,  and  are  not 
easily  caught.  The  mild  state  of  the  atmosphere  is  not 
favourable  for  grayling  fishing,  but  from  the  conflaence 
of  the  Yyrnwy  with  the  Severn  up  to  where  this  river  is 
joined  by  the  Tanat  sport  with  grayling  is  all  that  can  be 
desired,  and  the  same  can  be  said  as  far  as  the  lower  parts 
of  the  Tanat  are  concerned.  The  smaller  tributaries  of 
th»  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  have  afforded  good  sport  with 
trout,  but  coarse  fish  are  not  very  numerous  in  them.  The 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  is  full  of  roach,  chub,  and  other 
coarse  fish,  and  is  a  favourite  resort  of  Lancashire  anglers, 
who  very  much  enjoy  the  sport  they  obtain  in  it. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stonr  (Bnres,  Suffolk).— No  rain  of  any  account 
has  fallen  in  this  district  for  several  weeks,  and  in  oon- 
aequence  the  water  is  as  clear  as  it  can  possibly  be,  and, 
taken  all  round,  sport  is  most  decidedly  slow.  A  few 
bream  have  been  taken  up  to  21b.  in  weight,  but  fishing 
for  large  roaoh  seems  almost  useless.  The  weeds  are 
dying  down  a  bit  and  the  weather  turning  cooler.  Some 
decent  sport  should  soon  be  had  spinning  for  jack.  Bottom 
fishing,  until  we  get  some  rain,  is  at  a  standstill, — W,  T, 
Bainbridge. 

iStonr  (Qrove  Perry,  Kent).— The  river  is  very 
bright  and  sadly  in  need  of  heavy  rains.  Only  a  few  roach 
of  good  size  taken  daring  the  week.  The  weeds  have 
again  been  cut  on  this  portion  of  the  water. — J.  K. 

Snssex  Blvers,  Harbours,  and  Chicliester 
Canal. — A  break  in  the  glorious  weather  experienced  in 
September  has  checked  angling  materially.  Rain  was 
sadly  needed,  and  rivers  in  all  districts  were  much  too 
bright  for  sport.  The  strong  winds  have  added  to  the 
iinpleasantness  of  the  riverside,  and  altogether  the  record 
for  the  week  is  a  poor  one.  At  Lewes,  on  Monday,  in  the 
tidal  portion  of  the  Ouse,  Mr.  G.  Hall  captured  lljlb.  of 
dace  and  roach.  Among  other  fish  Mr,  Pain  took  a  roach 
of  lib.  lOJoz.  Owing  to  the  tides  fish  will  be  off  feed  in 
the  tidal  water  for  the  next  week.  Scarcely  a  sizeable  fish 
has  been  taken  from  the  Cuckmere  or  the  Adur.  A  few 
roach  and  small  pike  are  notified  from  the  Bother,  and  at 
Chichester  Canal  bream  up  to  lilb.,  a  pike  of  SJlb.,  and  a 
few  small  roach  is  the  record.  Bass  and  mullet  are  in  the 
harbours,  A  bass  of  8Jlb.  is  the  best  fish  I  hear  of — taken 
with  eel  tail.  As  I  write  the  weather  is  fine,  with  every 
appearance  of  a  frost. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Llandyssil). — The  water  now  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  angling,  and  a  great  quantity  of  salmon  are 
coming  up.  During  the  last  few  days  six  fish  have  been 
taken  in  this  vicinity.  Dr.  Gee,  of  London,  on  Sept.  29, 
had  one  of  81b. ;  on  Oct.  2,  three  fish,  of  221b.,  101b.,  and 
101b.  This  makes  thirteen  salmon  this  gentleman  has 
caught  during  his  visits  this  season.  He  caught  niue  fish 
last  season.  A  local  man  had  two  fish  on  Oct.  1  and  2,  of 
121b.  and  61b.  The  Fish  Pass,  at  Cenarth  Falls,  some 
miles  below,  which  was  only  completed  three  weeks  ago, 
and  the  money  for  which  was  raised  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion, has  tended  greatly  to  improve  salmon  fishing  already, 
and  bids  fair  to  make  the  Teifi  the  best  river  in  Wales. 
The  water  had  only  been  let  into  the  Pass  about  half  an 
hour  when  two  salmon  were  seen  to  come  up,  and  did  so 
with  the  grsatest  of  ease.  This  has  been  a  loHg  felt  want 
by  the  angling  fraternity,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but 
what  it  wUl  greatly  improve  the  facilities  of  fish  coming 
up.  Before  this  was  made  they  could  only  get  over  the 
falls  when  the  river  was  in  flood ;  now  they  can  surmoant 
this  obstacle  at  any  time,  even  in  the  lowest  of  water. 
This  season  has  greatly  improved  on  1899,  as  only  twenty- 
two  salmon  were  taken  by  rod  and  line  last  year.  Already 
seventy-seven  fish  have  been  grassed  up  till  now,  and  the 
best  of  the  season  has  to  come.  Season  ends  on  Oct.  31. 
-S. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  district  stUl 
continues  to  run  very  low  and  clear,  and  is  very  much  over- 
grown in  places  with  weeds  and  choked  with  dead  leaves, 
there  being  no  water  to  carry  them  off,  and  a  good  flush  of 
water  is  required  to  clear  the  river.  The  weather  has 
been  changeable  with  cold  frosty  nights,  and  at  times  heavy 
rain  followed  by  bright  sunshine.  The  rain  has  refreshed 
the  river,  and  grayling  have  been  more  inclined  to  rise  at 
the  fly,  and  sport  has  been  better  since  the  rain.  The 
flies  to  use  are  the  Red  Tag,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Green 
Insect,  Willow,  Blue  Gnat,  September  Dun,  Wiokham, 
dad  Whirling  Blue.  The  trout  season  has  ended,  and  it 


can  be  put  down  as  a  very  poor  one.  Large  fish  have  been 
caught,  bat  baskets  have  been  light,  owing  no  doubt  to  the 
scarcity  of  water.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  this 
week  and  some  very  nice  grayling  landed,  and  vrith  rain 
sport  will  be  better.  Pike  have  been  moving,  and  have 
been  fished  for,  but  they  cannot  keep  the  live  bait  0"t  of 
the  weeds,  and  sport  has  been  quiet,  Boach,  dace,  and 
chub  have  been  feeding.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear,  and  fishiog  has  been  very 
quiet  in  them  of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry). — In  this  district  the  water  con- 
tinues to  run  very  low  and  clear.  Rain  has  been  had,  and 
at  one  time  a  good  flush  was  expected,  but  the  ground 
being  dry  little  escapes  to. the  river.  The  weather  is  un- 
settled and  more  rain  threatens,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  a 
good  flush  will  take  place,  or  grayling  fishing  will  be  quiet. 
The  cold  nights  have  been  good  for  grayling,  and  a  fair 
number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  seme  nice-sized  fish 
have  been  landed.  The  flies  to  use  are  the  Red  Tag, 
Willow,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  and  Silver  Twist. 
Coarse  fishing  has  been  fairly  good.  Trout  fishing  has 
ended,  and  the  season  has  been  a  poor  one. — Worcbstkb. 

Wimbledon  Lake. — Fishing  now  open  to  the  public. 
The  charges  are  Is.  per  rod;  2s.  Gd.  jack  fishing;  only 
snap  tackle  allowed.  Messrs.  Temple,  three  jack,  5Ib., 
31b.,  and  31b. ;  Issott,  bream;  Keizer,  seven  bream  from 
21b,  downwards ;  and  Bovie,  bream,  not  large,  but 
sizeable.  The  place  where  Mr.  Bovie  and  friend  caught 
351b.  bream  mentioned  in  your  last  issue  were  landed  by 
me  at  this  lake.  Jack  are  on.  Bring  your  own  live-bait 
this  week,  please. — A,  Newham  (Water  Bailiff). 

Witham.  ho.  (Mld-Iilneolnsblre).— Bottom  fishing 
has  been  rather  poor  on  the  Witham,  oning  probably  to 
the  clear  state  of  the  water,  A  few  anglers  have  caught 
fish,  and  among  the  best  is  reported  a  roach  scaling 
21b.  3oz.  The  river  is  too  weedy  to  do  much  with  pike 
fishing,  still,  on  the  whole,  the  efforts  of  some  anglers 
have  been  rewarded.  Anglers  are  looking  forward  for 
frosts  to  improve  the  sport.  A  live-bait  angler  got  a 
number  of  fish  the  other  day  in  the  Tattershall  district. 
Fishing  has  fallen  off  on  the  drains  near  Boston  to  a  large 
extent.  The  Cowbiidge  Drain  has  yielded  badly,  but  on 
the  Bargate  and  Mount  Pleasant  Drains  better  results  are 
reported  amongst  roach.  The  better  sport  has  been 
towards  Mount  Pleasant  village— there  good  tench  have 
been  among  the  kills.  The  best  have  ran  from  2^lh.  to 
31b.  each.  About  Bunker's  Hill  sport  has  been  very 
good.  Some  fine  tench  have  come  to  hand,  some  varying 
from  31b.  to  41b.  each.  Roach  have  also  come  to  hand 
plentifully,  but  it  is  seldom  anglers  get  as  far,  as  it  is  four 
miles  from  a  station. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire),— These  rivers 
are  now  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  recent  rains 
that  have  fallen  have  not  raised  the  rivers  so  as  to  make 
them  unfishaljle.  The  Wye  has  afforded  some  nice  creels 
of  trout  and  grayling.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Pearson,  of 
Chesterfield,  took  three  brace ;  also  several  other  gentle- 
men have  taken  a  few  nice  fish.  The  Derwent  has  yielded 
some  decent  baskets.  This  may  also  be  said  of  the  Chats- 
worth  fisheries,  also  the  Darleydale  Club's  water,  Messrs. 
Hassam  and  Cooper,  on  Thursday  in  last  week,  took  three 
fish  each.  Several  members,  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
took  two  and  three  brace  each.  Mr.  Allen,  on  Wednes- 
day, five  brace ;  also  a  member  of  this  club,  two  or  three 
brace;  Mr.  J.  Henstock,  one  brace.  The  Matlock  and 
Oromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  produced  a 
nice  lot  of  fish.  Mr.  Hassam,  fishing  this  water  on  Friday 
below  Cromford,  took  nine  brace ;  on  Saturday,  three 
brace ;  and  on  Monday,  three  and  a  half  brace.  Other 
members  also  have  taken  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  four 
brace.  Grayling  are  running  rather  small  at  present,  but, 
as  this  month  is  considered  the  best  for  this  kind  of  fish, 
better  sized  ones  should  come  on  soon.  The  prospect  for 
the  next  few  days  is  very  good,  as  we  are  now  having  a 
little  frost  at  night,  and  this  ought  to  destroy  the  midges, 
which  are  a  pest  at  times.  Useful  flies:  Apple  Green, 
Cooper's  Grey  Fly,  Olive  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  Silver  Dun, 
Red  Tag,  Red  and  Grey  Quill.— Dotterel, 

Yore,  Swale,  Whaxfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&C.  (Yorkshire),— The  trout  season  of  1900  has  ended, 
and  in  looking  back  upon  it  no  fisherman  can  say  that  it 
has  been  any  better  than  its  predecessors,  even  if  it  has 
come  up  to  the  standard  of  excellence.  In  the  early  part 
of  the  season  the  weather  was  too  cold  for  trout  to  be 
successfully  fished  for,  and  when  the  warm  weather  did 
come  then  the  rivers  and  streams  were  so  low  and  clear 
that  anglers  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  capturing 
fish.  But  when  the  spates  came  then  some  good  baskets 
were  recorded,  and  after  some  of  the  floods  both  the  fly 
fishers  and  also  the  bottom  fishers  enjoyed  excellent  sport. 
For  some  weeks  past  trout  have  not  been  in  a  fit  condi- 
tion to  take,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  breeding 
season  will  prove  a  favourable  one.  Great  ravages  and 
destruction  are  wrought  amongst  the  young  fry  by  pike, 
and,  as  there  is  no  more  exciting  sport  than  pike  fishing,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  in  such  streams  as  Bedale  Beck,  the 
Swale,  and  the  Wiske  the  pike  will  be  considerably 
reduced  in  numbers  during  the  ensuing  winter  by  the  rod- 
men.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  waters  and  unsettled  weather 
which  has  prevailed  since  last  Saturday,  I  have  had  capital 
sport  amongst  the  grayling  in  the  upper  Yore,  and  I  have 
found  the  fish  well  on  the  rise  at  the  tail-end  of  the  pools  in 
the  main  liver,  and  in  that  fine  angling  tributary,  the  Cover, 
I  had  good  sport  last  Saturday,  again  on  Monday,  and 
yesterday  I  filled  my  pannier  with  fine  grayling.  They 
took  the  Little  Needle.  Cinnamon,  Red  Palmer,  Sea 
Swallow,  and  Red  Tag.  I'm  just  off  again_ to-day,  and  I 
expect  to  again  fill  my  creel,  for  there  is  any  amount 
of  natural  fly  on,  and  my  man  says  the  water  is  in 
good  trim.  Other  anglers  doing  well  during  the  week  are  : 
Mr,  Collinson,  the  Rev,  J,  Murphey,  and  several  visitors, 
Mr.  Walsh  and  others  have  had  fair  sport  at  Tanfield,  the 
^est  flies  being  the  Crimson  Tag,  Dark  Needle,  Falf 


Autumn  Dan,  and  Apple  Green  Dun.  Sport  amongst 
roach,  dace,  &o.,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boroughbridge 
has  not  been  good,  but  as  the  water  clears  it  is  certain  to 
improve.  A  few  pike  have  been  caught,  but  they  have  not 
run  of  any  size,  the  best  weighing  but  41b.  or  61b.  My 
Swaledale  correspondent  says:  "Owing  to  the  election 
very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Mr.  W.  Frank,  of 
Northallerton,  caught  five  braes  of  grayling  last  Wednes- 
day on  tie  Swale  with  Olive  and  Blue  Dun  flies,  the 
former  fly  accaunting  for  most  fish.  On  Thursday  an  angling 
party  from  Stockton,  to  the  number  of  half  a  dozen, 
set  off  for  the  Swale  at  Morton,  but  they  had  just  got  on 
to  the  water  when  it  rose  in  flood  4ft. ,  and  they  had  to  beat 
a  precipitate  retreat  back  to  the  Non  Plus  Hotel.  _  A  few 
nice  jack  have  been  taken  in  the  river  Wiske  during  the 
past  week."  The  Darlington  Silver  Trout  Angling 
Association  had  their  annual  competition  in  the  Swale  on 
Saturday,  in  the  Hon.  Admiral  Carpenter's  water.  The 
weather  was  against  angling,  but  all  the  campetitors 
caught  fish.  The  following  was  the  result:  1st,  M, 
Swanston,  31b,  lOoz. ;  2nd,  C,  Barthorpe,  21b.  13oz. ;  3rd, 
J.  Moore,  2lb.  4oz. ;  4th,  J.  Timms,  21b.  3|oz. ;  5th,  J, 
Greenhalgh,  lib.  15?o?. ;  6th,  F.  Marsden,  lib.  15Joz, ; 
7th,  W.  Mackenzie,  lib.  13Joz.  ;  8th,  A.  Williams, 
lib.  lO^oz. ;  9ih,  W.  Timms,  lib.  8oz.  Special  prizes  : 
Best  grayling,  A.  Williams;  most  fish,  M.  Swanston; 
largest  chub,  C.  Barthorpe.  There  is  a  nice  freshet  in 
the  Wharfe,  and,  with  sharp  night  frosts,  prospects  for 
grayling  fishing  next  week  could  not  possibly  be  better. 
At  Burnsall  sport  has  been  fairly  good.  Good  baskets  have 
been  made  by  Messrs.  Hefford,  Smith,  Gelder,  with 
maggot,  amongst  the  grayling.  Mr.  Mason,  known  as 
"  Black  Spider,"  and  Mr.  Binns,  of  the  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
Burnsall,  have  had  sport  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Binns  secured 
about  twenty  graylin?,  the  best  killing  fly  being  the  Orange 
Partridge.  Messrs.  Gaunt  and  Morrell  have  also  had  good 
sport  at  Appletreewiok.  Several  anglers  have  visited 
Tadoaster  district,  but  sport  has  not  been  so  good  aa  the 
week  previous.  "The  best  basket  I  have  seea  was  caught 
by  Mr.  Gannee.  Several  angling  clubs  have  had  off 
matches.  The  Robin  Hood  Angling  Club,  Leeds,  had  an 
outing  to  Tadcaster.  Forty  members  fished.  Sport 
was  not  good,  the  result  being :  Ist,  Mr.  Dobson, 
21b.  lioz  ;  2nd,  Mr,  Gilbertson,  lib.  14oz. ;  3rd,  Mr, 
Rutter,  lib.  4^0  z.  Sport  has  been  slow  up  the  Nidd  all 
season,  but  I  hope  a  good  grayling  season  may  make  up 
for  the  lack  of  sport  with  the  trout.  The  chief  clubs  on 
this  river  are  the  Knaresboro'  Angling  Club,  Harrogate 
Conservative  Club,  and  Harrogate  Angling  Association. 
The  best  grayling  flies  I  can  recommend  for  this 
water  will  be  Red  Tag,  Pale  Autumn  Dun, 
Bradshaw  Fancy,  Green  Midge,  Apple  Green  Dun. 
Nothing  remarkable  comes  to  hand  from  the  Derwent,  if 
I  except  the  publication  of  a  "true  fish  story"  by  the 
To7-lcshire  Evening  Post  to  the  effect  that  two  anglers 
were  fishing  for  pike  in  the  Rye.  a  tributary  of  the 
Derwent,  near  Swinton,  and  "  hockdd  '  a  big  'un.'  In 
the  succeeding  struggle  their  tackle  gave  way,  but  one  of 
the  anglers  saw  the  fish,  jumped  into  the  river  (which  is 
very  shallow  at  the  spot),  and  seized,  first,  the  broken 
'  gimp '  hanging  from  its  mouth  ;  then,  getting  his  fingers 
in  the  pike's  eyes,  he  safely  landed  him.  It  proved  to 
be  a  grand  pike  of  751b."  This  story  mnat  be  taken 
cum  grano  salts.  Anyway,  I  should  like  to  see  that  751b. 
pike,  and  had  it  been  caught  I  think  I  should  have ! 
The  Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Club,  Aldwark,  had  their 
second  match  of  the  season  last  Friday  at  Newton-on- 
Derwent.  The  first  prize  fell  to  Mr.  J.  Herwell,  Mr. 
Walsh  was  second,  and  Mr.  Harvey  third.  On  Saturday 
the  Stonegate  Angling  Club  (York)  had  a  competition  at 
Bast  Cottingwith  with  the  following  result :  First,  A. 
Whitehead,  2lb.  5oz. ;  second,  T.  Spence,  lib.  8dz  ;  third, 
A.  Groves,  13ioz. ;  fourth,  A.  Smith,  12oz. ;  fifth,  J. 
Coward;  sixth,  F.  Harrison;  seventh  and  eighth 
(tie),  J.  W.  Pearson  and  W.  Wainman;  ninth 
and  tenth  (tie),  T.  Lumley  and  C.  Howbrigg. 
Several  anglers  finished  the  last  day  of  the  trout  season 
at  Fewston,  the  Leeds  Corporation  water,  Mr.  Robinson, 
of  Otley,  fishing  on  Saturday  with  wasp  grub,  had  very 
good  sport  towards  the  evening,  his  basket  containing 
fifteen  trout  and  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  golden  tench, 
which  has  been  brought  to  me  for  preservation,  weighing 
21b.  3oz.  Mr,  Chippendale  also  had  fair  sport  on  the  same 
water,  his  basket  reaching  about  a  dozen  fine  trout.  On 
the  Ouse  sport  has  been  rather  quiet.  Several  anglers 
have  been  seen  out.  Mr.  W,  Vaux,  a  member  of  the  Beeston 
Manor  Angling  Society,  fishing  near  York,  caught  two  fine 
specimen  bream.  The  largest  measured  Itt.  llin,  long 
and  16in.  round  the  thickest  part,  reaching  the  weight  of 
61b.  lOoz.,  the  other  one  weighing  31b.  9oz.  The  large  one 
has  been  sent  for  preservation.  On  the  Rye  sport  has 
been  moderate,  A  few  anglers  have,  however,  met  with 
fair  sport.  Mr.  J,  R.  Armitage,  of  the  Star  of  Kirkstall 
Angling  Club  (Leeds),  caught  a  splendid  chub  weighing 
41b,  12oz.,  which  I  have  in  my  hands  for  preservation. 
The  rain  must  improve  matters  up  the  Esk,  It  has  been 
very  low  for  some  time,  and  very  few  salmon  have  been 
landed,  the  most  successful  angler,  as  far  as  I  know,  being 
Mr.  C.  Walker.  The  City  of  York  Club  had  fair  sport  in 
their  third  match  of  the  season  at  Aldwark  Bridge  on  the 
Ouse  on  Saturday,  the  principal  prize-takers  being:  J. 
Smutthwaite,  81b.  2oz. ;  A.  Hunter,  51b.  6Joz. ;  J. 
Atkinson,  41b.  4oz. ;  A.  Ross,  31b,  lOoz. ;  A.  Pratt, 
21b.  lloz. ;  E.  Birch,  21b.  S^oz. ;  D.  Wrigglesworth, 
21b.  5oz. ;  R.  Broadley,  21b.  4oz. ;  A.  Neil,  21b.  3oz. ;  O. 
Wake,  lib.  8gz.  On  the  same  day  the  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  had  their  second  competition 
for  the  year  at  Fulford  Ings,  and  had  very  fair  sport, 
every  competitor  catching  fish,  principally  roach  and  dace, 
which  were  in  capital  condition.  Results  :  Ist,  W,  Hard- 
castle  (St.  Lawrence),  31b.  12oz. ;  2nd,  R.  Lawson 
(George  IV,),  21b.  14oz. ;  3rd,  P.  Metcalfe  (George  IV,), 
21b,  12foz.  i  4th,  H,  Baker  (George  lY.),  21b.  8oz.j  6th, 
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A.  Metcalfe  (Terry's  Employeea),  21b.  3oz. ;  6th,  W, 
Henderson  (White  Eose),  21b.  2Joz. ;  7th,  J.  Wilcook 
(Groves  United),  21b.  l|oz. ;  8th,  A.  Willie  (George  IV.), 
lib.  15|oz. ;  9th,  J.  Metcalfe  (George  IV.),  lib.  12ioz. ; 
10th,  W.  Newby  (St.  Lawrence),  lib.  lljoz.— John  E. 
MiLLBE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Awd.— Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on  Sept.  24,  Dr. 
Inbster  had  a  salmon,  91b.,  and  two  sea  troat.  Sept.  26, 
Mr.  Woodrow  had  two  salmon,  Sib.  each,  one  trout,  2ilb. ; 
Dr.  Inkster,  a  salmon,  8Jlb.  Sept.  26,  Mr.  Woodrow, 
two  grilse,  81b.  and  SJlb.,  four  eea  trout,  SJlb. ;  Dr. 
Inkster,  two  grilse,  81b.  and  91b.  Sept.  27,  Mr.  Wilkinson, 
one  salmon,  91b.  Sept.  28,  Dr.  Wilson,  one  grilse,  81b. ; 
Dr.  Inkster,  one  grilse,  8 Jib.  Sept.  29,  Dr.  Wilson, 
grilse,  SJlb.,  five  sea  trout;  Mr.  Champneys,  salmon,  91b. 
Sept.  30,  Dr.  Inkster,  salmon,  lOlb.,  grilse,  51b.,  nine  sea 
trout. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Heavy  rain  fell  in  Esk- 
dale  and  Liddesdale  during  the  latter  part  of  last  week, 
and,  in  consequence,  the  prospects  of  salmon  fishing  have 
materially  improved.  The  spate  in  the  Esk,  especially  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  was  wonderful  in  such  a  short  time, 
being  rapidly  reinforced  by  its  feeders,  the  Ewes, 
Wanchope,  Tarras,  Logan,  Bush,  Moespaul,  Byken, 
Meggat,  and  Stennish  Water,  all  of  which  tore  down  to 
the  Esk  from  their  mountain  fastnesses  at  a  furious  rate, 
and  the  desired  flood  was  the  result,  just  such  a  flood  as 
always  gladdens  the  heart  of  the  enthusiastic  angler  after  a 
lengthened  drought.  Already  salmon  angling  has  begun 
in  earnest,  and  several  good  takes  have  been  made  in  the 
middle  reaohes  of  the  river  and  in  the  Double  water.  Last 
week  a  good  many  salmon  were  showing  in  the  channel  of 
the  Solway.  The  rain  just  arrived  in  the  nick  of  time, 
more  "soup"  being  prognosticated,  as  the  barometer  is 
falling  at  a  rare  bat.  Fishing  in  the  Canonbie  water.  Dr. 
Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie,  landed  a  fine  salmon  of 
181b.  in  the  Hush  Pool.  Mr.  Thomas  Steel,  Kowan- 
burn,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  141b.  in  Mill  Fool. 
On  Friday  Mr.  John  Ballantyne  landed  a  salmon 
of  201b.  in  Little  Moat  Pool.  On  Saturday  Mr. 
Drayson  had  two  salmon,  weighing  respectively  121b. 
and  71b.  Mr.  McLellan  landed  a  salmon,  weighing  181b., 
in  the  Willow  Pool,  after  a  grand  run  on  the  Scottish  side 
of  the  water,  where  there  is  a  fine  sand  bed.  Mr.  Richard 
Wylie,  Canonbie,  caught  a  small  salmon  of  71b.  in  the 
Bridge  Pool,  where  several  were  lying  some  few  days  ago. 
Mr.  Thomas  Jameson,  Langholm,  killed  a  salmon  of  191b. 
in  the  Double  water  of  the  association.  Fishing  in  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Esk,  above  Langholm,  Mr.  J.  Roderick, 
Ewesbank,  Langholm,  caught  a  salmon  of  101b.  in  the 
famous  King  Pool,  at  the  junction  of  the  Black  and  White 
Esk.  Lady  Katherine  Brand,  of  the  noble  house  of 
Buccleuch — whose  husband,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Brand,  and 
brother,  Lord  Herbert  Scott,  are  both  in  South  Africa- 
had  a  nice  salmon  in  the  reserved  water  above  GUaockie 
Tower.  The  rains  of  last  week  also  flooded  the  Liddle, 
which  rushed  down  its  rocky  channel  like  an  infuriated 
avalanche ;  in  fact,  the  roaring  flood  at  Penton  Linns  was 
a  most  impressive  sight,  commenciug  at  the  bridge,  until 
the  Double  Pot  and  Black  Kist  Pools  were  passed. 
In  that  portion  of  the  Liddle  some  good  catches 
have  been  made.  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  Eowanbum, 
landed  a  salmon  weighing  281b.  at  Ptnton  Linns,  and 
another  of  131b.  at  Black  Kist  Pool.  In  the  same  water, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Nicholls,  Cheshire,  had  some  sea  trout  and 
several  yellow  trout ;  and  Mr.  Boa,  Edinburgh,  killed  six 
sea  trout,  some  herling,  and  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout. 
Several  anglers  in  the  upper  waters  have  done  fairly  well 
with  sea  trout  and  whiting,  notably  Messrs.  W.  BUiot,  J. 
Carruthers,  W.  Jardine,  and  J.  Murray.  It  is  reported 
that  a  few  salmon  are  located  in  the  Sandholm  and 
Gullet  Pools,  close  to  Newcastleton ;  but  no  catches  are 
as  yet  recorded,  although  an  angler,  staying  in  the  village, 
had  a  run  with  a  goodigh  sized  fish  in  Sandholm  Pool  and 
lost  it.  Down  the  water,  from  the  Linns  to  Liddlefoot, 
good  fishing  is  now  to  be  had,  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the 
water  principally,  and  in  some  parts  on  the  English  side  of 
the  river.  Since  the  flood  an  odd  salmon  or  two  have 
been  caught  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  and  several 
anglers  staying  at  the  Metal  Bridge  and  at  Longtown 
have  caught  a  fair  number  of  sea  trout,  and  a 
Carlisle  fisherman  landed  a  small  salmon  at  Lyne- 
foot,  but  nothing  worth  speaking  of  has  as  yet 
been  caught  in  that  part  of  the  river.  Before  the  rain 
came  a  good  many  salmon  were  seen  in  the  Thistle  and 
Red  Linn  Pools ;  also  a  few  small  salmon  were  noticed  below 
Longtown  Bridge.  Fishing  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
reserved  water  below  Langholm,  the  Rev.  W.  White 
caught  a  fine  salmon  of  151b.  In  Canonbie  water  Mr. 
John  Graham  landed  two  salmon,  weighing  respectively 
141b.  and  191b.  On  Monday  H.  Baden-Powell,  brother  of 
the  hero  of  Mafeking,  who  is  at  present  the  guest  of 
Colonel  Irwin,  at  Lynehowe,  caught  two  salmon  in  the 
Thistle  Pool  close  to  the  March  Dyke,  at  the  head  of  the 
Netherby  water,  weighing  28Ib.  and  12Jlb.  When  undoing 
the  last  salmon  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  plump  into 
the  water,  and  had  to  dry  his  clothes  for  two  hours,  much 
to  bis  chagrin,  as  Mr.  Baden-Powell  asserts  the  river  is 
fall  of  salmon,  and  they  were  just  on  the  take  when  he 
"fell  in."  He  always  fishes  with  small  fly  and  new  gut, 
and  but  for  the  unfortunate  immersion,  expected  to  land 
three  or  four  more  of  the  speckled  beauties.  Two  visitors 
staying  in  Canonbie  had  each  a  salmon  in  the 
Willow  Pool;  and  another  angler,  a  visitor,  caught 
a  fish  of  271b.  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle. 
Mr.  Dansey,  who  has  been  staying  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel, 
Langholm,  for  some  considerable  time,  amused  himself 
during  the  dry  weather  by  catching  skelleys.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  has  set  to  work  with  renewed  vigour  in  both  the 
Langholm  and  the  Double  water.   His  first  venture  was 


a  catch  of  herling,  but  hopes  for  some  big  fish  ere  the 
season  closes.  Fishing  in  Westerkirk  water,  on  the  Esk, 
Mr.  James  Irving,  Burnfoot,  had  a  salmon  weighing  6lb. 
At  time  of  writing  both  rivers  are  in  splendid  angling 
fettle. — GiLNOCKiE. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Since  the  beginning  of  the 
week  showers  of  rain  have  fallen  frequently,  which  has 
improved  angling  conditions.  In  the  middle  of  this  week 
the  water  was  rising,  and  of  a  brownish  colour.  It  is 
greatly  wished  that  sport,  which  has  been  very  backward 
for  some  time,  will  take  a  change  for  the  better,  and 
continue  for  the  few  weeks  of  the  fishing  that  has  to  go. 
On  the  Blairmore  section,  in  the  end  of  last  week,  Mr. 
James  Smith  had  three  fine  fish,  weighing  16ilb. ,  161b.,  and 
6Ib.  respectively. — H.  W. 

Deveron  (Fife  Atms  Hotel.  Banff).— P.  Williams, 
Sept.  25.  one,  7ilb. ;  26th,  one,  121b,;  29th,  one,  25lb. 
And  Felix  Clay  had,  Sept.  28,  three  fish,  51b.,  5Ib.  and 
71b. ;  29th,  three,  6ilb.,  7iVa.,  and  201b.— J.  Chisholm. 

Iioch  Itagg&n. — Messrs.  Wilson  and  Aitchison,  on 
Sept.  27,  got  twenty-two  trout,  weighing  121b.,  the  two 
heaviest  being  31b.  and  21b. 

Iioohmaddy  Hotel. — Fishing  on  Loch  Horisary,  on 
Sept.  26,  Mr.  Durran  had  six  fish,  23§lb.  On  Sept.  28,  on 
same  water.  Col.  Smith  had  nine  fish,  24lb.  (heaviest  fish 
61b.) ;  on  Loch-a-Vulan,  Mr.  Durran  had  five  fish,  141b. 
(heaviest  61b ).  On  Sept.  29,  on  Loch  Horisary,  Mr. 
Durran  had  four  fish,  121b.  (heaviest  4^1b.).— T.  D. 
McGbesor. 

North-Bkst  of  Scotland.— The  rains  of  last  week 
worked  the  wished-for  change.  The  rivers  all  over  the 
north  rose  from  2ft.  to  3ft.  on  Thursday,  and  again  filled 
on  Friday  ;  since  then  they  have  been  settling  down,  and 
sport  reviving.  On  the  Banchory-Deverick  section  Sir  D. 
Stewart's  party  had  three,  foiling  141b.,  181b.,  and  20lb.  ; 
while  two  were  got  on  the  Kingcausie  section  by  Professor 
Niven,  Aberdeen  University,  scaling  101b.  and  161b. ;  and 
several  on  the  C  niter  and  Murtle  sections  scaling  up  to 
201b.  and  221b.  have  been  creeled.  On  the  Park  waters 
Mr.  G.  Davidson  had  three  of  181b.,  191b.,  and  9lb.  On 
the  Drum  waters  Capt.  Eastwood  creeled  one  of  195lb., 
and  the  keepers  on  Durris  had  several  ranging  from  141b. 
np  to  221b.  On  the  Inchmarlo  upper  and  lower  waters 
Mr.  D.  Davidson  and  party  had  several,  heaviest  211b.  On 
the  Woodend  water  Mr.  JolifE's  keeper  (Mortimer) 
creeled  two  autumn  beauties,  191b.  and  21Jlb. ;  while 
Charlie  Gill  had  two  on  Sluie  of  211b.  and  221b.  On  Mrs. 
Pickering's  water,  below  Potarch,  Mr.  George  Davidson, 
of  flying  machine  fame,  creeled  a  fine  fish  of  191b.,  and 
John  Sherrit,  Carlogie,  had  one  of  141b.,  but  river  too  big 
for  this  and  other  small  water  sections.  All  these  were 
got  on  Monday,  so  that  the  thick  of  the  autumn  migration 
is  now  well  into  the  mid-reaches,  and  grand  sport  will  be 
had  daily  for  the  rest  of  the  month.  On  the  tidal  reaches 
Messrs.  Connon,  Robbie,  Capt.  Maokay,  and  others  are 
having  from  one  to  two  dozen  finnock  and  sea  trout  at 
every  tide — chiefly  to  the  Peacock  Creeper.  On  the  Don 
sport  is  simply  magnificent,  some  anglers  having  three, 
four,  and  five  fish  daily.  Laing  had  five  one  day  last  week, 
heaviest  381b. ,  on  the  Cruives  section ;  and  among  other 
anglers  making  good  baskets  may  be  mentioned  Messrs. 
Grahame,  Sutherland,  Davidson,  &c.  On  the  Grandholm 
water.  Professor  Cash  creeled  three,  heaviest  18Ib.  The 
Countess  of  Suffolk  has  secured  a  rod  on  the  Muggiemoss 
water,  and  on  Monday  had  a  nice  fish  of  12lb.  On  the 
Parkhill  water  Mr.  Aiken  bad  two  on  Thursday,  of  91b. 
and  191b.,  and  one  or  two  since  then.  On  the  Kintore 
waters  Campbell,  Law,  Smith,  and  others  are  creeling  fish 
daily ;  while  a  good  few  have  been  got  well  up  into  the 
Monymusk  and  Inverurie  sections.  On  the  tidal  section 
finnock  fishers  are  again  to  the  front,  and  splendid  baskets 
are  the  order  of  the  day.  On  the  Tthan  (tidal)  sport  has  re- 
vived. On  the  Findhorn  good  baskets  of  finnock  and  sea  trout 
were  being  got  before  the  recent  fall,  but  since  then  they 
have  been  greatly  augmented,  and  an  occasional  salmon 
and  sea  trout  of  heavy  weight  is  also  being  grassed.  Mr. 
James  MacKesaack,  of  Kinloss,  had  fourteen  sea  trout 
and  finnock  on  Friday  last ;  while  Mr.  R.  Stewart,  S.S.C., 
Edinburgh,  creeled  some  twenty  odd  finnock  on  one 
occasion,  and  twenty-three  on  another  ;  and  Dr.  Taylor, 
London,  got  eleven  sea  trout  and  finnock.  The  Ugie  is 
now  in  capital  fettle,  and  a  large  number  of  rods  are  daily 
out,  meeting  with  much  suoccsa.  Mr.  Ingram  leads,  with 
his  finnock  record,  and  is  daily  adding  to  his  already 
magnificent  score,  while  Mr.  Murray,  Advocate,  Aberdeen, 
and  other  anglers  are  doing  excellently  well. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
sport  from  the  different  rivers  of  this  district.  The 
Annan. — While  the  water  was  in  flood  on  Friday  Mr.  H. 
Boyd  killed  a  fine  basket  of  twenty  herling  and  sea  trout 
in  the  Northfield  water  with  worm.  Mr.  W.  Thomson 
caught  a  couple  of  good  herling  in  the  Galabank  water, 
and  Mr.  James  Bonner,  jun.,  took  three  or  four  with  worm 
bait.  Mr.  W.  Wright  caught  one  sea  trout  with  a  small 
minnow,  and  hooked  and  lost  one  of  31b.  or  41b.  in  the 
landing  by  the  gut  breaking.  Fair  sport  was  had  in  a 
number  of  the  private  and  semi-private  reaches  of  this 
river.  On  Sunday  the  river  waa  in  greit  spate,  and  not 
fiihable  with  fly  until  Wednesday  morning.  A  number  of 
salmon  were  seen  moving  in  the  lower  pools ;  good  fish  of 
from  lOlb.  to  201b.  apparently.  Probably  they  were  on 
the  run  to  the  higher  reaohes,  as  the  state  of  the 
river  was  in  favour  of  their  pushing  inland.  A  num- 
ber of  rods  were  out,  but  salmon  would  not  look 
at  the  fly  during  the  forenoon.  None  were  rising 
in  the  lower  waters  in  the  after  part  of  the  day. 
The  Nith, — After  the  flood  of  Sunday  this  river  has 
come  into  good  ply  for  the  back-end  salmon  fishing.  A 
few  salmon  were  seen  ascending  the  Caul  at  Dumfries  on 
Tuesday  evening.  In  a  number  of  the  private  waters  a 
few  fish  were  seen  rising  on  Wednesday,  but  up  to  the 
time  of  dispatching  these  notes  no  reports  have  reached 
me  as  to  the  sport.   Last  week-end  a  number  of  sea  trout 


and  herling  ere  taken  with  worm  bait ;  but  little 
attention  i<-  •>j.v  given  to  either  sea  trout  or  herling. 
There  is  a  fuii-  chance  of  sport  now  that  the  waters  are  in 
order.  The  Galloway  Riyebs. — These  rivers  are  in 
excellent  trim  for  salmon  fiehing.  Unfortunately,  not 
many  fish  are  running  up  to  this  date,  though  it  is  antici" 
pated  they  will  do  so  shortly  if  they  are  to  come  at  all. 
A  few  trout  have  been  taken  here  and  there. 
The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  has  not  so  far 
yielded  sport,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Angling  on  the 
lochs  is  over  for  the  season.  On  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Ayr  several  rods  were  out  during  the  week,  but  the  sport 
was  everywhere  disappointing.  Very  few  fish  have  been 
running  from  the  sea,  though  the  rivers  have  been  in  good 
trim  for  their  doing  so.  The  Solway  Derwent. — Thia 
river,  as  also  the  neighbouring  streams,  are  in  excellent 
condition  for  salmon  fishing,  and  several  good  ones  have 
been  killed  since  last  week's  notes.  On  the  Derwent  of 
Cockermouth  Mr.  T.  Rook,  fishing  tackle  dealer,  killed  a 
grand  one  and  lost  one  on  Monday.  Mr.  Soulsby  landed  a 
fine  one  at  Fitz-dam  of  19lb. ;  Mr.  G.  Banks  also  killed  a 
good  fish,  but  I  did  not  hear  its  weight.  Mr. 
J.  Graves  landed  one  out  of  the  Castle  water  of 
151b.  Mr.  Turn1}ull  took  a  couple  of  small  fish 
of  about  lOlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Proctor  took  one  of  61b.  and  a 
grilse  of  4ilb.  Several  other  salmon  have  been  caught 
with  fly  and  worm.  The  Broughton  portion  below  Cocker- 
mouth  is  also  in  the  best  of  order.  In  the  Ehen  two  or 
three  ealmon  were  caught  last  week.  I  have  not  received 
any  notes  from  the  Calder  or  Irt  waters  beyond  learning 
that  the  rivers  are  in  the  finest  order  of  the  season  for  the 
salmon  fly.  A  number  of  local  anglers  have  been  fishing 
for  pike  on  the  lakes,  and  some  good  pike  have  been 
caught  weighing  up  to  161b.  On  Bassenthwaite  Lake 
eleven  pike  were  taken  with  spinning  baits  last  week. 
Messrs.  Walker,  Cartmell,  and  Hayes  accounted  for  a  fair 
number  of  pike.  There  are  no  reports  from  the  Derwent- 
water  Lake,  though  one  or  two  fair  baskets  have  been 
secured.  Salmon  are  now  on  the  move  from  the  Solway, 
though  the  sport  is  likely  to  be  better  on  the  Derwent  a 
fortnight  after  this  date.  With  settled  weather  the  sport 
should  be  pretty  fair  during  the  coming  week. — Heatheb- 

BELL. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — For  some  weeks  past  sport  has 
been  at  a  premium  owing  to  the  small  volume  and  clear- 
ness of  the  water,  but  with  the  present  improved  con- 
ditions since  the  rainfall  it  is  hoped  something  may  be 
done  within  the  short  time  now  at  the  angler's  disposal. 
In  fact  the  permits  for  trouting  on  the  Castle  Grant 
water  expired  with  September.  The  number  of  salmon 
killed  by  rod,  at  any  rate  on  the  lower  reaohes,  is  much 
under  the  average  for  this  season,  and  it  is  said  there  are 
fewer  rods  than  usual  on  the  Gordon  Caatle  sections  of 
the  Spey.  On  Friday,  and  this  day  week,  several  excellent 
baskets  were  got  by  the  party  at  the  Castle,  the  Duke  of 
York  killing  three  salmon  weighing  141b.,  17lb.,  and  191b. 
respectively.  His  Royal  Highness  had  also  one  of  201b. 
on  Monday.  Up  to  the  end  of  last  week,  from  the  same 
water,  Capt.  Kerr  had  the  heaviest  fish,  viz.,  341b.,  Lord 
March  following  with  one  of  331b.,  and  Capt.  Trotter  one 
of  30lb.  The  two  heaviest  fish  got  during  the  season 
weighed  431b.  and  401b.— J.  M. 

Tay. — This  river  during  the  past  week  has  been  very 
unsettled.  On  Thursday  last  there  was  a  good  6ft.  spate. 
The  river  continued  to  run  high  all  Friday,  but  on  Satur- 
day it  fell  back  a  few  feet,  and  got  into  fairly  good  ply  for 
fishing.  It  rose  again  on  Monday,  and  was  slightly 
coloured,  but  fell  back  a  foot  on  Tuesday,  with  the  result 
that  very  good  sport  was  got.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the 
river  is  in  excellent  order,  andby  midday  was  running  clear. 
Should  the  rains  now  keep  off  splendid  sport  is  anticipated. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  during  the  past  week. 
Islamouth  Beat.  —  Fishing  this  beat  on  28th  nit., 
Lord  Blythswood  caught  one  grilse  of  81b. ;  on  29th  ult., 
one  salmon  of  20lb.,  and  two  grilse,  averaging  71b.  each} 
on  let  inst.,  two  salmon,  of  18Jlb.  and  161b.;  and  on 
2nd  inst.,  five  grilse,  averaging  7Jlb.  each.  Fishing  same 
water  on  2ad  inst.,  Lord  Clanwilliam  caught  one  salmon 
of  201b.  Upper  Cargill  Beat.— Earl  Cairns,  fishing 
this  beat  at  the  Cradle  Pool,  on  29th,  landed  one  salmon 
of  271b.;  and  on  2nd  inst.,  one  salmon  of  ISlb.,  and  a 
grilse  of  6lb.  Willies  Stone  Beat.— Lord  Blythswood 
fished  this  beat  on  26th  ult.  and  Ian  led  one  salmon  of  141b. ; 
and  on  1st  inst.  Mr.  Paget  caught  a  fine  fish  of  181b. 
Uppeb  Stobhall  Beat. — On  Sept.  26  Messrs.  Carrick 
and  Harker  fished  this  beat  and  landed  one  salmon  of 
231b.  and  a  grilse  of  7lb. ;  on  27th  the  river  was  in  big 
flood  ;  on  28th,  Messrs.  Coata  and  Brown  had  one  salmon 
of  181b. ;  on  Oct.  1,  Messrs.  Archd.  Coats  and  P.  D. 
Malloch  landed  two  fish,  of  I71b.  and  141b. ;  and  on  2nd, 
Chas.  A.  Murray  caught  four  salmon,  of  241b.,24lb.j  181b., 
and  111b.  Lower  Stobhall  Beat. — Fishing  this  beat 
on  Sept.  28,  Lord  Warwick  landed  two  salmon  of  l/lb. 
each  and  one  grilse  of  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Barclay,  one  salmon 
of  191b. ;  on  29th,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  caught  one  grilse  of 
71b. ;  and  Messrs.  Archd.  Coats  and  Black,  a  grilse  of 
51b.  ;  on  Oct.  2,  Messrs.  Archd.  Coats  and  P.  D.  Malloch 
had  one  salmon  of  261b. ;  and  a  friend  of  Mr.  Coats', 
fishing  from  the  second  boat,  caught  a  grilse  of  61b. 
BuENMOUTH  Beat. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  29,  Lord 
Vane-Tempest  had  one  salmon  of  151b. ;  On  Oct.  1,  G.  W. 
Wolff,  M.P.,  landed  three  salmon,  of  201b.,  191b.,  and 
141b. ;  and  on  2nd,  G.  F.  McCorquodale,  one  salmon  of 
201b.  and  a  grilse  of  7lb.  Catholes  Beat. — Fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  26,  Mr.  Richardson  had  two  grilse, 
of  91b.  and  41b. ;  and  on  Oct.  1,  Ernest  Moon  had  a 
fish  of  15lb.  Uppeb  Stanley  Beat.  —  Messrs.  Wm. 
Herring  and  J.  M.  Pritohard,  fishing  on  this  beat 
on  Sept.  29,  landed  one  salmon  of  19Jlb.  and  three 
grilse,  of  101b.  9Jlb.  and  91b.  ;  and  on  Oct.  2,  Messrs. 
Herring  and  Reid  had  one  salmon  of  16lb.  and  a 
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grilse  of  61b.  Lower  Stanley  Beat. — Fishing  this  beat 
on  Sept.  28,  Messrs.  Herring  and  Pritohard  caught  one 
grilse  of  7ib.  ;  and  on  Oct.  1  Mr.  Herriaif  landed  one 
silmon  of  17ilb.  Rkdgorton  Beat. — Mis3  Harcoutt 
fished  this  water  on  Sept.  26,  and  landed  one  grilse  ;  and 
on  29th  caught  two  salmon  and  three  grilse.  Fishing  the 
same  water  on  Oct.  1,  the  Rev.  H.  Black  landed  one 
salmon  and  five  grilse  ;  and  on  2nd  inst.,  three  salmon  and 
one  grilse.  Bertha  Lower  Beat. — Mr.  R  G.  Allan,  of 
Liverpool,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept  29,  had  four  grilse,  of 
91b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  71b  ;  and  on  Oct.  2,  one  salmon  of 
15lb.  and  two  grilse  of  6lb.  and  71b.  From  Mowats 
Stanley  Hotel,  on  Oot.  2,  Dr.  Bramwell,  of  Tynemouth, 
fishing  on  Scone  water,  landed  seven  fish.  Very  good 
sport  is  being  got  on  the  free  water  at  Perth. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  weather  is  bright  and 
chilly,  with  sharp  frosts  at  nights,  which  keeps  down  the 
trout.  Fishing  the  Woodburn  Dams  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
Samuel  G.  Taylor  killed  ten  very  nice  trout,  and  Mr.  J. 
Longhead  had  a  similar  basket.  Some  other  anglers  had 
moderate  success.  The  season  remains  opjn  during 
October  on  the  Dams.  The  Glenavy  closed  on  Saturday 
with  the  river  in  fair  order.  A  few  trout  were  killed 
about  the  Glenavy  sections  chiefly  by  local  men.  The  Six- 
mile  closed  the  same  day.  Searoaly  anything  was  done  on 
it  for  a  month  previously.  Trouv  are  increasing  in  it,  and 
also  in  the  Clady,  its  chief  tributary.  The  season  remains 
open  this  month  on  the  Lagan,  and  also  on  the  Maine. 
There  are  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  Maine,  bub  they 
persistently  refuse  to  rise  to  any  lure. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  Biver  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  closed  on  this  river  on  the  let  inst.  For  the 
closing  week,  although  the  water  was  down  to  summer 
level,  fair  sport  was  had.  On  the  Ballynaroon  fishery, 
Mr.  Gordon  S.  Kenyon,  Sept.  24,  one  salmon,  7Jlb. ; 
27th,  one,  71b, ;  29th,  one,  81b. ;  30th,  one,  28lb.  On  the 
Ballyduff  fishery,  Capt.  B.  Walsh,  Oxfordshire  Regt.,  had 
also  good  sport.  Reports  are  current  that  the  principal 
killing  hatch  at  Lismore  Weir  is  to  ba  bought  off  for  the 
early  months  of  next  season.  If  this  is  done  it  should 
greatly  improve  the  fishing  on  the  entire  Blackwater  river, 
as  the  fish  would  then  have  a  free  pissage  to  the  upper 
water?. — William  Hatnes  and  Son. 

Cork  Biivers. — Rain  has  fallen,  and  sport  has  shown  a 
decided  improvement  all  round  at  salmon  and  trout. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Bme  (Ballyshannou  and  Belleek).— The  heavy 
rainfall  during  the  past  week  made  the  E  rne  rise  rapidly,  anU 
also  much  discoloured  the  water,  and  consf  qaently  spoiled 
the  chances  of  sport  to  a  great  extent.  Mr.  A.  Atkinson 
landed  three  salmon,  of  161b.,  81b.,  and  61b.,  on  Sept.  27 
and  28;  and  Major  Bland,  two  salmon,  of  151b.  and  111b. 
The  angliog  season  closed  on  the  Erne  on  Sept.  30,  and 
judging  from  the  quantity  of  salmon  in  the  river  at 
present,  if  followed  by  a  suoaeseful  spawning  season,  good 
sport  may  be  CDnfidently  looked  forward  to  amongst  the 
salmon  on  the  Erne  during  the  angling  season  of  1901. 
— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  has  improved  on  all  the  Kerry 
rivers  open  for  angling.  Salmon  and  peal  gave  fair  sport 
on  the  South  Kerry  waters  on  most  days,  and  on  the 
North  Kerry  waters  those  fish  rose  well  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday.  Sea  trout— on  the  rivers  that  hold 
them— gave,  generally,  good  sport  on  Saturday,  but  since 
then  have  once  more  been  rising  badly.  Brown  trout 
yielded  good  sport  at  times  on  all  waters,  but  no  heavy 
fish  were  had.  The  profpacts  for  the  coming  week  are 
much  brighter,  as  all  waters  are  getting  into  better  order. 
Later — Salmon  and  peal  numerous  in  the  Inney,  and 
water  in  nice  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Ki  lamey, — Sport  has  shown  considerable  improve- 
ment in  all  departments  since  last  report,  but  is  much 
retarded  at  time  of  writing  by  adverse  weather  and  heavy 
rains.  The  season  closes  on  Oct.  15,  and  the  prospects  for 
the  remainder  of  the  season  are  fairly  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiee  River  (Co.  Cork).— Salmon  and  trout  fishing 
will  close  on  this  river  on  Oct.  13.  For  the  pist  two 
months  the  river  has  been  practically  unfishable,  the 
water  having  run  so  low,  although  all  the  pools  are  well 
stocked,  and  unless  rain  comes  at  once  there  will  be  no 
more  fishing  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  However, 
we  cannot  complain,  as  it  has  been  one  of  the  best  seasons 
we  have  had  for  many  years. — William  Haynes  and  Son. 

IiOUgh  Melvln. — Some  fine  sport  was  had  amongst 
the  trout  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  week.  Capt. 
F.  W.  Jones  took  a  number  of  fine  gillaroo  trout  and 
brown  trout,  averaging  almost  lib.  each  j  Mr.  E.  Griffith, 
Mr.  N.  Cullen,  and  Mr.  A.  Morrow  also  had  some  nice 
catches  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  on  26th,  27th,  and 
28th  ult. ;  whilst  Capt.  Fyfe  Jameson  and  friend  took 
over  thirty  trout,  making  a  fine  basket  of  fish,  on  29th 
ult.  The  Duke  of  Montrose  had  gome  fair  sport  amongst 
the  trout  daring  the  last  days  of  the  angling  season. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Hoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Balliua,  co. 
Ma^o).  —  Sea  trout  fishing  good  on  river.  Mr.  T. 
Fallen,  Mr.  Ratcliffe,  Mr.  C.  Gore,  Mrs.  Davis,  Mr. 
Davis  are  getting  daily  from  twelve  to  twenty  sea  trout 
(largest  4ilb.).  Mr.  Godder  is  taking  a  number  of  pike 
on  the  loughs  (iarsrest  291b.)  — Pat  Hearnes. 

Rosses  (Durglae,  co.  Donegal).— White  trout  fish- 
ing was  really  prima  on  the  Bosses  in  the  past  week. 
Amongst  the  best  bags  made  were :  Mr.  Von  Heyder, 
half  dozen  trout  (heaviest  41b.),  on  Dungloe  Lake ;  Col. 
Buckle,  nine  fish  (heaviest  2ilb.),  on  Mcenlecknalore ; 
Mr.  Sladen,  four  fish  (heaviest  21b. ) ,  on  Tully  Lake;  Mr. 
Broderick,  four  fish  (heaviest  21b),  same  water;  Mr. 
Russell,  on  Dungloe  Lake,  half  a  dozen  fish  (heaviest  31b.) ; 
Gen.  Herriott,  on  Tully  Lake,  three  fish  (heaviest  31b.) ; 
and  on  the  same  lake  Col.  Buckle  had  several  fith  up  to 
81b.,  and  also  Mr.  Broderick.    The  spate  in  Crolly  river 


brought  up  a  lot  more  fresh  run  fish,  and  another  good 
week  is  anticipated. — J.  A.  B. 

Tyrone  Bivers.— The  Mourne  benefited  largely  by 
the  late  spate,  and  salmon  fishing  promises  to  end  up  well 
by  Oct.  10,  which  is  the  closing  day.  Additional  fresh-run 
fish  are  up  about  the  Newtonstewart  reaches,  and  pLnty 
of  white  tront  also.  Unfortunately,  the  weather  is  bright 
and  chilly,  and  unfavourable  for  angling.  The  season 
closed  on  Ballinderry  river  on  Sept.  30.  It  was  a  poor 
season.  The  heaviest  recorded  trout  was  a  4|-pounder, 
taken  by  Mr.  William  M.  Cord  bait  fishing.  There  is  no 
improvement  on  trout  angling  on  the  Blackwater,  but  one 
or  two  salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  Benburb  reaches. 
Fishing  Stewartstown  Lake  on  Saturday.  Mr.  C.  R. 
Stevenson  caught  thirty  perch  from  Jib.  to  |lb.  The  lot 
was  transferred  uninjured  to  a  private  pond. — J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Oot.  12  : 


Scarborough 


Yarmouth 


Loweatoft 


Aldeburgh   , 

Harwich   , 


Southend,  Sheer-) 
nesB,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-") 
Btalrs,  &  Bams-  >- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  j 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
Southwick  ) 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Son. 

Men. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th 

Fri. 

a.m. 
1,39 
p.m. 
2.  6 

a  m. 

2.32 
p.m. 

2.5G 

a  m. 
3.19 
p  m. 
3.41 

a.m. 
4.  3 
p  m. 
4.25 

a.m. 
4.47 

p  m 
5.  9 

a.m. 

5.31 
pm. 
5.54 

am 

6  17 
pm 
6.40 

6  39 
7.  5 

7.28 
7' 50 

8.13 
8.36 

8.59 
9  22 

9  46 
lb!  8 

10  31 
10.54 

11  17 
11.39 

7.21 
7.47 

8.10 
8  32 

8.55 
9.19 

9.41 
10.  4 

10.28 
10.50 

11.13 
11  37 

11.59 

8.  9 
8.35 

8.58 
9.20 

9.43 
10.  6 

10.39 
10.52 

11.16 
11.38 

0.  1 

0.  24 

1.  9 

9.33 
lu.  1 

10.2c 
10.50 

11.13 
11.35 

11.67 

0  19 
0.42 

1.  6 

1  29 

1.52 
2.15 

10  3U 
10.56 

11.20 
11.43 

0.  5 

0  27 
0.49 

1.11 
1.33 

1.55 
2.17 

2.39 
3.  1 

9.29 
9  57 

10.22 
10  45 

11.  7 

11.30 

11  61 

0.13 
0.35 

e.57 
1.19 

1.41 
2.  3 

8.34 
9.  0 

9.25 
9.49 

10,12 
10.36 

11.  1 
11.27 

11.52 

0.17 

0,42 

1.  6 

•1.30 

8.17 
8.42 

9.  6 
9.32 

9.52 
10  22 

10  62 
11.10 

11.35 
11.59 

0.24 

0  49 
1.13 

8.45 
9.10 

9.35 
10.  0 

10.25 
10.60 

11.14 
11.38 

0.  2 

0.27 
0.52 

1  17 
1.41 

9.  8 
9.31 

9.54 
10  15 

10.36 
10.57 

11.20 
11.43 

0.  6 

0.28 
0.49 

1.  9 

1  30 

9.  1 
9  27 

9.52 
10  23 

10.42 
11.  7 

11.31 
11.64 

0  20 

0  44 
1.  9 

1.34 
1,58 

9.20 
9.4G 

10.10 
10.32 

10.64 
11.16 

11.39 

0.  3 
0.28 

0.62 
1.14 

1.33 
2.  0 

3.18 

3  47 

4.13 
4.38 

5.  2 
5.25 

S.48 
G.ll 

6.34 
6.56 

7.18 
7.39 

8.  0 
8.21 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegraph. — Friday,  Oct.  5, 
Dover.— W. ;  moderate. 
Deal.— W. ;  smooth. 
Hastings.— S.W. ;  choppy. 
Ramsgatk.— W.S.W. ;  smooth. 
Margate.- S.W. ;  smooth. 


Ballinskelligs.— Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  here, 
though  the  weather  has  not  been  favourable  for  angling. 
The  following  are  a  few  of  the  best  takes  recorded  ;  On 
Saturday  four  anglers  had  310  gurnard  and  forty-six 
whiting;  and  another  party  of  five  had  327  gurnard  and 
ten  bream.  On  Monday  Messrs.  M.  Barry,  J.  J.  O'Shea, 
and  D.  Connor  caught  thirty  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballyc  jttou. — Owing  to  harsh,  cold,  and  gensrally 
wet  weather  very  little  angling  has  been  done  here  since 
last  report.  At  time  of  writing  angling  is  suspended. 
The  outlook  for  the  next  few  days  is  very  gloomy.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Bumham-on-CroQch.— During  the  past  week  the 
trawlers  have  been  having  some  very  fair  takes  of  plaice, 
dabs,  and  a  few  nice  codling.  On  Sept.  30  quite  a  large 
muster  of  anplers  were  down,  and  fishing  with  their  rods, 
some,  in  the  Ferry  Hole,  had  a  decent  show  of  eels,  dabs, 
and  whiting,  the  latter  fish  just  now  running  small.  The 
anglers  who  fished  the  White  House  Hole,  in  the  roach 
river,  had  some  capital  fish.  I,  with  a  friend,  tried  the 
mouth  of  the  roach  river  for  a  short  time  and  caught  eels 
(largest  lib.  loz.),  some  small  whiting,  and  good  plaice. 
Rowing  past  one  of  the  watch  boats  I  was  shown  two  fine 
eels  that  had  just  been  caught;  they  must  have  weighed 
about  21b.  each.  On  Sept.  30  a  gentleman  trawling  from 
his  yacht  caught  one  and  a  half  bushels  of  roker  soles, 
whiting,  &o. — J.  Wright. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Spoit  is  once  more  good 
at  and  around  this  station  at  pollack,  gurnard,  and 
whiting,  though  the  weather  is  still  rather  unsettled,  and 
the  sea  too  rough  at  times. — T.  J,  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).  —  Very  poor  results  have  been 
obtained  by  pier  anglers  lately,  either  by  day  or  night, 
though  several  good  individual  takes  have  to  be  recorded. 
Sunday's  visitors  included  Messrs.  J.  Handley,  J.  Turner, 
G.  Church,  A.  J.  Short,  F.  Windsor,  W.  Richardson, 
Dean,  Martin,  Simmonds,  Hammond,  and  Leith.  The 
day's  catch  proved  very  disappointing,  the  only  take  of 
importance  being  seven  pollack,  which  fell  to  two  rods. 
Mr.  Yaughan  and  his  boatman  brought  ashore  three  score 
of  whiting,  and  a  plaice  of  over  21b.   Monday's  pier  eatch 


included  a  cod  of  SJlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Mercer,  and  a 
fine  whiting  scaling  l^lb.,  which  Mr.  Cballis  had  the  good 
fortune  to  land.  Mr.  Bullock  and  Mr.  Preston,  fishing 
with  J.  Cook,  had  four  score  and  eight  whiting.  Mesera. 
Oliver,  Bursill,  Whitehead,  and  Grimes,  with  G.  Baker, 
four  Ecore  and  eleven.  Messrs.  Pegdon  and  Day,  with 
J.  Norris,  five  score.  Mr.  Harding  took  several  codling 
upon  the  pier  in  the  evening,  including  two  of  2Jlb.  and 
21b.  respectively.  Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Woodward,  fishing 
from  a  boat  for  two  hours,  had  five  score  and  seven 
whiting.  Mr.  Turner  and  his  son  made  a  splendid  bag  of 
pollack  on  Tuesday  morning  from  the  pier,  Mr.  Allison 
also  taking  a  31b.  codling,  and  Mr.  Miskin  one  of  SJlb., 
but  the  day's  fishing  was  extremely  slow.  Mr.  Bullock 
and  Mr,  Preston  made  a  good  boat  catch  of  whiting,  bring- 
ing ashore  jast  over  ten  score.  Scarcely  a  sizeable  fish  was 
landed  upon  the  pier  on  Wednesday,  though  numbers  of 
skilled  and  patient  anglers  fished  throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  day.  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke  and  Dr.  De  Souza 
fished  with  J.  Cook  in  the  morning,  their  resultant  catch 
amounting  to  three  ecore  and  eight  whiting  and  a  dogSsh. 
The  water  at  present  is  remarkably  bright,  but  the  next 
spring  tides  should  witness  a  marked  improvement  in 
sport.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Deal. — There  has  been  for  several  days  very  good  sport, 
principally  whiting,  and  several  dozens  of  anglers  have 
been  enjoying  the  fine  sea  air.  Mr.  Marshall,  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday  fishing,  thirteen  and  a  half  score : 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  Mr.  Vaughan,  three  and  a  half 
score  and  one  fine  plaice ;  Sunday.  Mr.  Taylor,  four  score  ; 
Mr.  Biecoe  and  son,  four  score.  Mr.  Woodfield  and  friend 
came  down  by  train  on  Sunday,  and  being  late  on  tide, 
only  secured  about  one  and  a  half  score ;  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  Messrs.  G.  M.  Tracey,  G.  Morden,  R.  Buckler, 
and  Storey  over  fifteen  score ;  Monday,  the  two  Misses 
Debenham  landed  to  their  own  rods  three  soore  seventeen 
whiting ;  Billy  Baker  put  out  early  morning  fishing 
Monday  and  Tuesday  and  landed  fourteen  soore  and  two 
nurse  dogs  To-day  (Wednesday),  wind  N.W.,  some  good 
takes  of  whiting  landed  early.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Manl, 
Mr  G.  Maul  and  friend  put  out  about  one  o'clock  and 
returned  just  after  dusk  with  eleven  score  two  and  one 
pout;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gowland,  tea  soore.  They  put  out 
about  10  am,  and  returned  after  dusk.  With  these 
spring  tides  we  onght  to  see  better  takes  of  codling.— 
Edward  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A  S  ),  Kenwyn,  North 
Parade. 

Po-wey  (Cornwall).  —  Boat  anglers  continue  to 
have  excellent  sport  with  pollack  and  bream.  Thos.  Grose 
(boatman)  and  party  caught  forty  pollack  last  Saturday 
(Sept.  29),  weighing  4501b.,  besides  bream,  &c,— H. 

Plymouth..  —  They  are  taking  large  quantities  of 
pollack  now  from  the  piers,  and  the  rod  fishermen  are 
having  good  sport  with  them.  Mullet  are  also  taken 
amongst  them.  Some  nice  ones  of  2Ib.  and  31b,  have 
been  taken  during  the  week.  In  the  month  of  October 
mackerel  very  often  re-appear,  but  as  they  have  spawned 
they  are  very  thin  and  poor,  and  not  so  good  for  food.  On 
the  contrary,  with  the  skate  and  ray  family,  they  are  now 
in  their  prime,  and  continue  so  until  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  cod,  which  spawn  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  are 
now  in  good  condition  ;  and  the  young  cod,  which  is  called 
the  (amlin  cod,  or  tarn  cod,  about  1ft.  long,  are  very  dainty 
fish.  Haddock  and  coalfish  are  now  in  perfection.  I  have 
heard  of  some  large  takes  of  pollack  from  the  westward  on 
the  indiarubber  baits.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month 
include  plaice,  sole,  flounder,  dab,  halibut,  turbot,  brill, 
marysole,  mackerel,  dory,  surmullet,  conger,  salmon, 
wrasse  generally,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  whiting, 
pollack,  cod,  haddock,  codfish,  hake,  Homelyn  ray,  lannoe, 
pilchard,  sprat,  herring,  twaite,  shad,  ,anohovy,  atd  all 
shell  fish. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S,), 

Rittingdean.— The  sport  at  this  pleasant  little 
village  has  been  very  good  for  the  week  up  to  Wednesday, 
the  26th  ult.,  when  rough  weather  eet  in.  The  takes  in 
one  or  two  boats,  hooking,  has  been  over  ten  score, 
consisting  of  silver  whiting  (a  good  size),  pouting, 
mackerel,  &o.  British  Sea  Anglers  and  others  will  find 
the  Rojal  Oak  very  comfortable  quarters  to  stay  at,  the 
hostess  and  host,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Thomas,  who  were  in  the 
P.  &  O.  Company's  service  many  years,  doing  all  they 
can  to  make  sea  anglers  happy.  The  terms  are  moderate, 
Mr.  Thomas  has  ten  boats,  all  sizes,  and  provides  tackle 
and  bait,— G.  R.  (B.S.A.S.), 

Wateiville.— On  two  days  good  sport  was  had  at 
pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting,  0  wing  to  bad  weather  and 
a  high  sea,  angling  has  been  brought  to  a  standstill  at  this 
side  of  the  bay,  thonafh  good  sport  appears  to  have  been  had 
generally  on  the  Billinskelligs  side. — T.  J,  D, 


4 


Deep  down  amid  the  shadows  let  him  sink, 
Who  owneth  not  the  worth  of  printer's  ink. 
Few  be  his  sales  and  scant  his  daily  bread. 
And  e'en  his  wife  and  children  rasp  his  head  ; 
His  only  quiet  found  within  his  store. 
His  only  amusement  counting  losses  o'er ; 
Then,  dying,  drift  into  some  unknown  iU, 
The  notice  of  his  death  his  only  printer's  bill. 

—Judge. 


A  Day  at  "  'AppV'^mpstbad  "  is  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  East 
End  poor,  as  is  amply  proved  by  the  immense  crowds  who  flock 
there  every  Back  Holiday.  The  pure  air  and  bracing  atmosphere 
to  be  found  on  the  breezy  heights  of  Highgato  and  its  neighbour- 
hood cannot  fail  to  benefit  those  who  can  only  spend  a  few  hours 
in  their  midst.  Holidays,  however,  cannot  be  fully  enjoyed  by 
those  persons  who  are  auffermg  from  disease.  HoUoway's  Pilla 
and  Ointment  can  Speedily  remove  this  drawback  to  pleasure  if  a 
fair  trial  is  only  afforded  them.  As  a  cure  for  rheumatism,  gout, 
fevers,  diarrhoea,  diseases  of  the  skin,  scrofula,  ulcers,  sores, 
burns,  or  old  wounds,  they  ara  beyond  competition. 
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Jingling  '^xxtmes. 

October  7. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Prize  outiag. 

Bleaheim  :  Outing  to  Taplow. 

Claphatu  Junction  :  Outing  to  Guildford. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Match  at  Wraysbnry. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

Earlsfield  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 

Elgin  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Ashurst. 

Good  Intent :  Outing  to  Pangbonrne. 

Islington  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Junior  Piecatorials  :  Roving  match. 

North  London  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

South  Bermondsey  :  Monthly  outing. 

Stockwell :  Prize  outing. 

Wellington  :  Match  at  Tonbiidge. 

West  Green  :  Match  at  Staines. 

West  London  :  Prize  outing. 

White  Hart :  Prize  outing. 

Wimbledon  Piacatorials  :  Cup  competition. 

Te  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
October  8. 

North  London  :  Visit. 

Oglander :  Outing. 
October  9, 

Dalston :  Visit. 

Gresham :  "  Microscropicil  evening." 
October  10. 
Hastings  :  Outing  to  Dungeness. 
Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 


Oct.  14.—. 
14.- 
14.- 
14.- 
14.- 
14.- 
14.- 
14.- 

14.  - 

15.  - 
17.- 

17.  - 

18.  - 

20.  - 

21.  - 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
21.- 
28.- 
28.- 
28.- 
30.- 

Nov.    4.— . 


-Allason  United  :  Prize  outing. 
-Anchor  and  Hope  :  Punt  match. 
-Battersaa  Friendly  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Oglander :  Roving  match. 
-St.  John's  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
-Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
-Waggoners  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
-Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing, 
-Ye  Olde  CJapham  Rovers :  Outing. 
-Corent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
-Izaak  Walton  :  Visit. 

-Hastings  :  Sea  fishing  from  St.  Lsonard's  Pier. 
-Croydon :  Lantern  lecture. 
-Cobden:  Concert. 
-Albion  Brothers :  Match  at  Staines. 
-Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 
-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prizs  outing. 
-Cambridge  Friandly  :  Outing. 
-Camden :  Outing  to  Henley. 
-Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Brighton. 
-Queen's  Pisoatorials  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-Park :  Outing  to  Ware. 
-Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bouine  End. 
-West  Ham  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
-Cobden :  Match. 
-South  Bermondsey  :  Punt  outing. 
-Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
-Royal  George;  Visit. 
-A.B.S. :  Competition  at  Richmond. 


3aepoxts  fxm  Clubs 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsda]^ 
BTeningf.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Rkpobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglerg'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden- 
lane,  Barbican,  E.C.— The  finance  committee  will  meet 
at  eight  o'clock ;  general  committee,  8  45  p.m.— R,  G. 

WooDEurr. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
103.  6d.  donation  from  W.  Musgrave,  sen.,  St.  John's 
Angling  Society  j  and  18s.  OJd.  from  the  Enterprise 
Rovers'  donation  box.  On  Friday  last  we  had  one  appli- 
cation, and  £6  was  granted.  On  Friday,  Oct.  12,  a 
special  meeting  will  take  place  at  8.30.— R.  Ghubnet. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Kastekn  Disteict) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Dalston  A.S.,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow-street,  Dalston 
on  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  9,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
attendance.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  Disteict)  Visiting 
Ijist.— Special  notice  to  all  affiliated  members  of  all  parts 
of  London  to  try  and  be  at  the  first  return  visit  at  their 
new  house,  the  North  London  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  Rising  Sun,  Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road,  ten 
minutes  walk  from  the  Angel,  Islington.  The  visit  is  on 
Monday,  8th;  Frank  Newton  chairman.  There  will  be 
a  grand  array  of  talent,  and,  as  it  is  their  first  visit 
at  their  new  home,  let  us  give  them  a  house  warmer. 
WUl  the  next  club  on  the  list  following  this  be  present 
and  oblige— Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Angling  Com- 
petition.—Committee  Rooms,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Netting  Hill,  W.— Since  last  report  I  beg  leave 
to  acknowledge  prizes  and  promises  from  the  following  : 
reek  and  Son,  Mrs.  Sowerbutts,  Richmond  A.S.,  Jubilee 
A  S.  Wenlock  A.S.,  Mr.  L.  Chaplais  (Ben  Jonson, 
bhoe-lane),  Mr.  Hillier,  NiheU  and  Wright,  David  Slater, 
Harrison,  Bartleet,  Hugh  Ashworth  (Windsor  Castle, 
mmmersmith),  and  a  great  many  more.   I  appeal  to 


every  society,  in  the  name  of  benevolence,  to  spare  a  tiny 
prize.  You  all  know  the  work  the  A.B.S.  is  doing,  and 
let  us  help  the  funds.  More  prizes  the  more  entries.  We 
want  stewards  who  will  volunteer  to  be  at  the  above  bouse 
on  Thursday  next  at  8  30.  p.m.— Ben  Abeahams. 

Aberoom  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Cjapham  Junction —On  Sept.  30  Meesrs.  Painter  and 
Pike  Eaved  the  club  from  a  blank  wijh  bream ;  also  we 
have  another  prize  added  to  our  list.  Will  members 
kindly  attend  in  force  next  Tuesday,  for  important 
busicees  ? — Alf.  Paintee. 

Albion  Brothers  Ansrling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney,  N.E.— We  have  a 
match  on  the  Thames  on  Oct  21 ;  all  to  go  to  Staines  and 
decide  upon  a  boundary  on  arrival  there.  Seven  prizes  are 
offered.  One  new  working  member  was  proposed. — Alf. 
Fenton. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angllne  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uibridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
On  Oct.  3  the  auditors  gave  in  their  reports,  and  same 
were  accepted.  We  are  in  a  sound  position.  We  have 
made  another  member.  Added  more  prizes  to  the  Got.  14 
competition.  Messrs.  Osborne,  Wheeler,  Jackson,  Ben, 
&c.,  weighed-in  on  Sept.  30.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society.  Coach  and  Horses,  Portf- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Sept.  30  Mr.  J. 
Drew  weighed-in  jack  and  perch,  heaviest  perch  lib.  l|oz  , 
and  Mr.  Hall,  roach  ;  several  others  were  out,  but  arrived 
too  late  to  weigh-in.  Mr.  G.  Frost  has  been  proposed  a 
working  member. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square.— We  had  a  splendid  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last ;  some  business  of  importance  was 
transacted.  Mr.  Harding  was  first  prize  winner  on  Sept.  30 
and  Mr.  Haynes  second ;  the  remaining  prizes  will  be 
fished  for  on  Oct.  7,  from  Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford  Lock. 
We  have  room  for  one  or  two  good  working  members — 

G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.  —  Our  match  at 
Twickenham  for  Oct.  14  is  put  off  till  Oct.  21,  through  a 
misunderstanding  of  members  present. — J.  R. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— Several  good  trays  of  fish 
have  been  exhibited  during  the  past  few  diys  by  Messrs. 

H.  Mallett,  G.  Mallett,  C.  Arrow,  C.  Caimar,  and  W. 
Fowhr.  On  _  Friday  next  a  special  meeting  will 
be  held  to  c}nsider  the  desirability  of  altering  the  meeting 
nights  to  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  owing  to  Friday  proving 
very  unsuitable.  On  14th  inst.  there  will  be  a  punt  match 
for  six  prizes,  also  an  additional  lOj.  6d.  voted  for  hon. 
members,  who  are  invited  to  take  part.  There  is  still  one 
lapsed  prize  available  from  the  September  outing. 
Messrs.  Mallett  and  C.  Arrow  were  appointed  auditors  to 
go  through  the  balance-sheet  and  half-yearly  accounts.— 
W. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Mason  Arms, 
East-street,  Walworth. — Will  all  old  and  new  members 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  for  special  business  ?  We  had  a 
nice  show  on  Tuesday  last.  All  members  will  tell  one 
another  that  the  club  lias  removed  to  the  above  house,  and 
hoping  all  will  give  the  "  Shepherd  of  the  flock  "  a  good 
bumper.  Do  not  forget  the  night,  Tuesday  next.— A.  A. 
Cornish. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Sodetsr,  Nag'i 

Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Sept.  30  Mr.  G. 
Smeed  weighed-in  roach.  We  fish  for  the  silver  cup  at 
Cookham  on  Oct.  14;  pegged  down.  We  received  a  visit 
from  Messrs.  Lucas,  Ansty,  and  Jenkins  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  our  match  at  Yalding  on  Oct.  7.  Train 
leaves  Waterloo  Junction,  S.E.  Railway,  at  6.57  a.m., 
returning  at  7  32  p.m.  A  conveyance  will  leave  the 
Falcon,  Clapham  Junction,  at  6  a.m.,  and  proceed  along 
Lavender  Hill,  AVandsworth-rcad,  and  the  Embankment 
to  Waterloo  Junction,  for  the  convenience  of  members  of 
both  clubs  in  conjunction  with  this  match.  There  are  five 
good  prizes  to  fish  for.  Cease  fishing  at  six  o'clock.  One 
rod;  five-bait  barred. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— On  Sept.  26  Mr.  J.  Smith 
weighed-in  a  fine  show  of  rudd  (27ilb.),  several  of  the  fish 
going  over  lib.  each.  Only  four  members  turned  up  to 
weigh-in  on  the  30th,  Mr.  J.  Martin  heading  the  list  with 
ITJlb.  of  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Wigley,  five  bream, 
lOJlb.  ;_Mr.  J.  Smith,  roach  ;  and  A,  Conn,  bream.  The 
competition  for  the  October  series  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  the  2l6t.  Place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the 
meeliog  on  the  17th.— Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Scuthwark-street.  S.E. — Several  members  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  30.  Mr.  W.  Smith,  roach  and  jack;  Mr.  Wheel- 
house,  roach  ;  Mr.  F.  Jones,  Kobelt,  Stone,  and  Mr.  Fish 
had  nice  shows.  Members  note  we  decide  place  of  match 
for  October  series  next  Wednefday,  when  we  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-orescent,  Notting  Hill.— On  Wednesday  (our 
quarterly  night)  a  very  satisfactory  balance-sheet  was 
passed  and  officers  elected  for  new  quarter.  We  made 
Mr.  A.  Halsey  a  working  member.  The  following  weighed- 
in  on  Sept.  30:  Wilson,  one  chub,  21b.  6c z.;  Wilkins, 
31b.  13oz.  Messrs.  Smedmore,  Pratt,  Hunt,  and  Belton 
also  had  fish.  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  in  force  to 
our_  club  mat(h  at  Taplow  on  Oct.  7.  The  prizes  keep 
rolling  in  for  the  Thames  competition  on  Nov.  4,  and  the 
tickets  are  now  on  sale — Is.  each — so  anglers  please  hurry 
up,  as  it  is  open  to  all  comers,  and  we  expect  a  gigantic 
demand  this  time.  The  prizes  are  on  view  at  above  house. 
— C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brother*  Angling  Society.  Windsor 
Caatle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Sept.  30  Mr.  J. 
Drew  weighed-in  bream  and  roach,  71b.  6|oz, ;  Mr.  J. 
Roach,  roach,  31b.  3ioz. ;  Mr.  F.  S.  Pavett,  peroh  and 


roach,  one  perch  weighing  lib.  9Joz. ;  and  Mr.  E. 
Lummes,  peroh.  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  10,  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  all  members  are  requested  to 
attend.— T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle.— The  third  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  there  being  a  good 
attendance  of  members,  when  some  important  matters 
were  brought  forward  for  discussion.  There  have  been  three 
competitions  held  during  the  past  fortnight.  The  first 
took  place  at  Ellesmere,  prizes  being  won  by  MesBrs. 
Jones  and  Fisher.  The  second  took  place  in  the  river 
Dee,  in  which  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  Brabin  and  J. 
Pennington.  The  third  contest  took  phoe  in  the  oinal  at 
Rufford,  prizes  beirg  won  by  the  brothers  Baker. 
Altogether  the  members  have  had  a  busy  time.  Messrs. 
Gilmore  and  Brabin,  fishing  in  North  Wales,  had  good 
sport  among  the  trout,  landing  fourteen  and  a  half  brace 
during  the  day. — Rcdd. 

BmnswicJk  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherrj 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Brcmley-by-Bow.  —  Since  last 
report  the  following  have  weighed-in  :  Messrs,  B  Biesell, 
H.  Kelly,  T.  Tucker,  P.  Willcocks,  C.  Parmenter,  E. 
Papworth,  H.  Downer,  and  R.  Harvey,  roach  and  bream. 
We  had  a  very  good  meeting  last  Tuesday,  when  some 
very  important  business  was  transacted.— A.  Robertson. 

(Cambridge  Prierdly  Angling  Society.  Fonn- 
taiu's  Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— An  outing  will  take  piace 
on  Oct.  21 ;  conditions  and  place  dec'ded  next  week.  On 
Oct.  3,  Mr.  Piggott,  sen.,  had  tench  and  perch,  largest 
tench  31b.  4-z. — W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heatn  Brothmrs  Angling  £ocl«iy, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.  N.E.— There  was  a  very  poor  show  of  fish  on 
Sept.  30  (the  worst  this  season),  some  members  only 
managing  to  get  one  or  two,  with  a  wet  shirt  in  the 
bargain.  The  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  C.  Pycroft, 
roach;  R.  Anderson,  roach;  H.  Everett,  roach;  C. 
Hazard,  perch;  B.  Sawyer,  jun.,  perch;  C.  Wickes, 
perch;  J.  Baines,  perch;  and  E.  Argent,  dace.  The 
roach  gross  weight  prize  for  September  was  won  by  Mr. 
R.  Anderson  with  101b.  7oz  There  is  also  a  prize  for  the 
gross  weight  of  roach  from  the  river  L?a  only  during  the 
three  months  of  Octob3r,  November,  and  December. 
Another  new  working  member  was  made  last  Tuesday.— 
E.  H.  Argent. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westboume  Park,  W.— We  had  a  fair  show  of  fish  on 
Sept.  30,  considericg  the  wet  day.  We  had  very  few 
caring  to  see  it  out,  but  returned  with  a  blank.  The 
following  members  saw  it  out,  and  returned  with  a  fair 
show  of  fish  :  W.  Fayers,  roach  and  dace ;  F.  Staniford, 
roach;  Mr.  Sewell,  roach ;  R.  Hacon,  roach.— W.  B.  F. 

Central  Angling  Association,  Original  Prince  of 
Wales  Hotel,  _  1.3b,  Moss-street,  Liverpool.— At  a  well 
attended  meeting  at  head  quarters  on  Monday  evening 
the  final  details  of  the  forthcoming  matches  were 
arranged:  On  the  "th  inst.,  for  the  match  at  Rossett,  in 
the  Dee  and  Alyn,  the  members  will  meet  on  the  landing- 
stageat  8.10  a.m.  prompt,  four  very  good  prizes  being  up  for 
competition.  (Members  who  took  part  in  the  match  on 
Sept.  20  being  inelegible  to  compete.)  The  match  fixed 
for  Thursday,  11th  inst.,wiU  take  place  atBeeston  Castle, 
in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal ;  members  to  meet  on  the 
landing-stage  at  8  55  a.m.  prompt  on  that  date.  The 
match  fixed  for  21st  inst.  will  take  place  at  Rossett,  in  the 
Dee  and  Alyn,  members  meeting  on  the  landing-stage  at 
8.10  a.m.  prompt.  The  recent  rain  has  had  a  very  beneficial 
effect  on  angling  in  this  district.  Mr.  White  has  secured 
some  nice  dace,  with  one  of  whom  he  has  won  the  monthly 
specimen  prize,  and  another  he  has  weighed-in  for  the 
anniial  specimen  list,  weight  lOJcz.  Idr.  This  month  the 
specimen  fish  is_  the  heaviest  roach  from  Leeds  and  Liver- 
pool  Canal;  prize,  field  glasses. — John  Wishart. 

Clapham  Jtinotlcn  AngUng  aoainj.  The 
Clarence,  Wlnttanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.— 
Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  outing  to  Giiild- 
ford  on  Oct,  7  for  six  prizes ;  boundary,  from  Guildford 
Bridge  to  Shalford  Bridge ;  train  from  Clapham  Junction 
8  57;  return  from  Guildford  7.29.  On  Sept.  30  Messrs. 
Heyman  and  H.  Pegg  weighed-in  roach.  —  G.  T, 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 

Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— There  was  a  gocd 
attendance  at  last  meeting  on  Sept.  30.  Mr.  H.  Crowther 
weighed  roach  and  dace;  E.  C.  Stanley,  jack;  and  Chas. 
McLachlan,  chub  and  roach.  October  outing  is  fixed  for 
October  7,  at  Wraysbnry,  from  Beel  Weir  to  Old  Windsor 
Lock ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  bank  only.  All  are  pleased  to 
see  our  old  member,  Mr.  Harry  Wood,  back  from  the 
front,  well  on  the  road  to  recovery. — F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  visit  to  the  Dibdin  A.S.  was  fairly  attended, 
taking  into  consideration  the  election  meetings  takicg 
place  _  on  that  evening.  Mr.  Elton,  chairman.  Eleven 
societies  represented,  viz.  :  Lincoln,  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Eustonian,  Amicable  Waltonian,  Camden,  Phcenix,  Royai 
George,  Dibdin,  Brompton.  Cobden,  and  Victoria 
Brothers.  Next  visit  to  \  he  Royal  George.  Date  later. 
Our  annual  delegate  meeting  will  be  on  Thtireday,  Oct.  18, 
to  elect  chairman  and  secretary,  and  other  business. — P, 
Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
read,  Westbourne  Park,  W.— About  a  dozen  members  were 
out,  trying  to  uphold  the  homour  of  the  old  Cobden,  but 
they  failed  to  brbg  any  fish  to  the  scales.  On  Tuesday  we 
had  a  good  muster  of  members,  when  Mr.  A.  E.  Newell 
was  elected  secretary,  and  I  feel  sure  they  wLU  have  no 
reason  to  regret  their  choice.  On  Tuesday  next  conditions 
of  the  second  private  match  are  to  be  made,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  of  members.  Date  of  concert  Oct.  20, 
Date  of  next  match  Oct.  28.— A.  S.  H. 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


AddleSTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Althorne  (Cronch),  A,  Essex,  36,  Ss. 

Amberlbt  (Aran),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8il,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

ASTERSHAM  (Misbourn),  I  Bucks,  23|;  2b.  »d. 

AilPTHlLL  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

Abdlbigh  (Stonr),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  48.  9d. 

Arlbsbt  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid.  , 

ASHURST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  3s.  4d. 

AUDLBT  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  e^d. 

Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  3s.  8d. 

Baboombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  Ss.  6d. 

Battlesbridse  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29 ;  28.  4id. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 

Berkhampstead  (GJ.C),  H,  Herts,  28;  2».  lid. 

BlLLERlOAY  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s. 

Billinshubst  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44 ;  48.  8d. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  43.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortpord  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  28.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  9^ 

Bluktisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74 ;  5s.  2d. 

Blbtohley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  461;  4s.  lid. 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  6s.  3d. 

BOTTISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61i ;  5s.  l^d. 

BOURNE  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  281;  3a. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22f ;  28.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24^ ;  28.  6d. 

Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45 ;  3s.  lOd. 

BRAUGHIN9  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30i;  2s.  7^d. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86^;  7s.  S^i. 

Brioket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 

Broxbournb  (Lea),  a,  Herts,  17i;  Is.  6d. 

BuNTXNGFORD  (Bib),  Herts,  3-3};  2s.  lid. 

Bubes  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  48.  6^. 

BURNHAM-ON-CbOUCH,  a,  Essex,  39 ;  3s.  Sd. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77J;  6s.  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort  )jA,  Essex,  25;  Is.  11^. 

BusHBY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Byfleet  (Wey),D,  Surrey,  21|;  23.  3d. 

Castle  Hedlngham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  561; 
4a.  Hid. 

Ohappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50J;  4s.  2id. 
Chalfont  Eoad  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22 ;  28. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ;  2s.  5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29};  2s.  6^. 
Chbshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14i ;  Is.  2d. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22i ;  2s.  4d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13J  ;  Is.  IJd. 
Chiltebn  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  53.  Id. 
Chorley  WOOD,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62 ;  53.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18|;  23. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51};  4s.  i^A. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57^;  4s.  6d. 
Colnbrook  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25};  2b.  lOd. 
COWDEn  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  38. 
Cbomer,  a,  Norfolk,  189;  IDs. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks, 28};  28.  3d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86};  73.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26;  23.  8d. 
EarlswoOd  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21J ;  23. 
East  Gbinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  3i.  6d. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Eabith  Bbldgb  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76};  Ss.  4d. 
Edenbbidge  (Eden),  O  F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21;  23.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70i;  5s.  ll^d. 
Elstrbe  (Eeservoirs),  9,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  Sa.  O^d. 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  a,  Middlesex,  12 ;  Is. 
Epping  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17 ;  Is.  5|d. 
Esheb  (Mole).  D,  Surrey,  14i;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridqe  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35 ;  28.  lOd. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40 ;  4s.  2d. 
Forest  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  38.  fid. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12} ;  Is.  4d. 
GOBING  (Thames),  B.Oxford,  44};  43.  9d. 
Gt.  Chestebfobd  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  3s.  lOJd. 
Great  Mablow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35^ ;  38.  3d. 
Gt.  Missbndon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  28.  9d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28^;  3a  2d. 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  lOs. 


H ABEAM  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  26i;  2b.  3d. 
HALstbAD  (Cohie),  A,  Essex,  62i;  48.  8^. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  14} ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14};  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37;  38.  lid. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2s.  lid. 
Haependen  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27} ;  2s.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d, 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17} ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield PEVEREL(Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11} ;  Is. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35};  38.  94. 
Hertfoed  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24};  28.  6d. 
Hilgay  Pen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88};  6>.  lOM. 
HOBLBT  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  23.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  33.  lOd. 
Horsted  Kbynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36^;  3b.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  llti ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58} ;  68.  2d 
Irghestbb  (Ouse),  (j,  Northampton,  61;  63.  5d. 
KelvedON  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42i;  38.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenhbath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82} ;  63.  ll^d. 
Langford   Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44 ;  38.  3id.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Leagravb  (Lea),,  G,  Beds,  32i ;  38.  6d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19};  2b. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40i ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60  ;  68.  2d. 
LiNGFiELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28 ;  2s.  8d. 
LiTTLBPORT  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  68.  5d. 
LOUOHTON  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  O^d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61i;  5s.  2id. 
LOWESTOFT  (for  Wareney),  A,  Suffolk,  117i ;  lOs. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24} ;  28.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  3b.  3d. 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  3s  2d. 
Mannlnqtrbe  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  6s.  0\i. 
March  (Nene,  Ac),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  «3.  4d. 
Mabdocks  (Ash),  a,  Herts,  23 ;  28. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47 ;  Ss.  lljd. 
MiDHURST  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76} ;  6s.  4}d. 
MOULSFOBD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48} ;  58.  Id. 
Nhw  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;l8. 
Newport  (Gam),  A,  Essex,  42} ;  3s.  6d. 
North  Walshau  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  IDs. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19};  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  Q,  Beds,  52};  58.  4d. 
Opfobd  (Ouee),  E,  Hunts,  55};  6s.  lOd. 
Ongar  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22 ;  Is.  ll}d. 
Oxted  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  31  J;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41};  4b.  4d. 
Park  Stbret  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
PONDEB'8  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d. 
POTTEB's  Bab  (Coins),  E,  Middlesex,  12};  Is.  8d. 
PULBOBOUGH  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  60;  fis.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions,  28.  6d). 
Bablett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3b.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 
ElOKMANSWOBTH  (Oolne),  H  I,  Herts,  22} ;  ll.  Jd. 
BOYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
BUDSWIOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4a.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.8d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  48.  7d. 
SAWBRIDGEWOBTH  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  ta.  S}d, 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  68;  58.  6d. 
Shalfobd  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55 ;  Sa.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87 ;  6s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  66  ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shbnfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20};  Is.  8d. 
Shbppbrton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18};  2i. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18};  Is.  lid. 
Southminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  38.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19};  28. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29};  28.  6}d. 
Stanstbad  (Stort),  A,  Essex^S ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Oohie)^  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2b.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70};  6a.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51};  6a.  6d. 
Stoke  Mandevills,  I,  Bucka,  37 ;  3a.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk  68};  4s.  ll}d. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16} ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22};  2a.  4d 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47};  48.  lid. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  6s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16 ;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  38. 
Tilbhurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  4s.  Id. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31};  3s.  4d. 
Tunbbidqe  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  3d. 
TwfFOBD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  3a.  3d. 
UXBRIDOB  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15};  Is.  7d. 
Virginla  Water  (Thames),  D,BerkB,  23;  2s.  «a 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22};  Is.  lid. 
Waterbbach  (Cam),  a,  Cambs,  61;  6b.  2d. 
Watbbingbubt  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  4i. 
Wbndover,  I,  Bucks,  33} ;  38.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13} ;  Is.  fid. 
West  Grinsteab  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  46;  48.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  32} ;  28.  9}d. 
Wbybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19 ;  2s. 
Whittlbsfobd  (Cam).  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  4b.  2d. 
WlOKPOBD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2b.  2d. 
WiDFOBD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24 ;  28.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21} ;  28.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 
WOKING  (Ba8'ngstkeOanal),D,  Surrey, 24};  2s.6d. 
WOODHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  E83ex,31;  28. 7d. 
WRAYSBUEY(Thma.&Colne),D,Buck8,21f;  28.3d. 
WbOXHAM  (Broads,  <fcc.).  A,  Norfolk,  122};  10b. 
TALDIN9  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  38};  48. 
Tabhouth  (Bars,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  131;  Ita. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington).  F.  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  ftnd  Victoria). 
0.   South-Eastem   (Charing  Cross,    Waterloo  G.  Midland  (St.  Pancraa). 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge,  H.  North- Western  (Euston), 

and  New  Cross).  l  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 
D.    South- Westem  (W»t«rto«i.  «■  Map  shows  the  18  nea  itaUons. 


Colliagwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfnare-road,  S.E.— Our  president,  Mr. 
J.  Jeffrey  ("  Straw  Hat")  will  give  a  reading  and  lantern 
lecture  on  "  The  Thames  "  to  the  Croydon  Anglers,  at  the 
Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon.  All  members  and  friends 
who  wish  to  go  please  agk  me  for  a  ticket.  It  will  be  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  18,  and  a  cordial  invite  is  extended  by  Mr. 
Dix,  the  sec.  of  the  Croydon's.  Oar  outing  on  Sept.  30 
resulted  in  Mr.  Gooding,  jack,  first ;  Mr.  A.  Elsey, 
bream,  second;  Mr.  J.  Booth,  roach,  third;  Mr.  H. 
Stump,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  F.  Beames,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  E.  Elsey,  bream.  Also  weighed-in  :  Mr.  E.  W.  Ball, 
181b  OJoz.  (best  bream  31b.  12oz.) ;  and  Mr.  J.  Jarrett, 
141b.  15oz.— F.  P.  SoRGE. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckmgham  Gate,  8.W.  —  The  following  were 
prize  winners  in  our  outing  on  Sept.  30 :  First,  H. 
Sheekey;  second,  F.  Boss;  third,  A.  Benham ;  fourth, 
W.  Eves.  Mr.  W.  Camis  was  elected  a  working  member. 
— J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  Sept.  30  Mr.  Outbush  had 
nearly  91b.  of  roEch,  some  of  the  heaviest  going  over  lib. ; 
Mr.  John  Massey,  roach;  Mr.  James  Massey,  bream  and 
roach  ;  and  myself,  roach  and  dace.  Members  please  note 
that  the  date  of  the  competition  is  the  14th.— W.  M. 

Cro^n  and  Bno^land  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Anns,  35,  Clerken well-green,  B.C.— Our  next 
monthly  competition  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on 
Oct.  14  for  three  prizes.  The  eligible  members  will  also 
fish  for  the  prizes  not  won  at  Richmond.  Mr.  J. 
Macdonnell  wins  the  prize  for  grroes  weight  during 
September.  At  our  last  meeting,  Messrs.  Davis  and 
Piyan  were  elected  working  members.  We  have  arranged 
a  series  of  smoking  concerts  during  the  winter  months 


under  the  auspices  of  our  society.  The  first  will  take 
place  on_  Monday  next,  and  will  be  continued  the  first 
Monday  in  each  month.  Ladies,  anglers,  and  friends  are 
respectfully  invited,  and  I  can  promise  them  an  enjoyable 
evening.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Salston  Angllnf^  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  Sept.  10  most  of  the 
members  competed  at  Windsor  for  six  prizes,  value  lOa.  6d. 
each.  The  following  were  succeseful :  Messrs.  F.  Wild, 
T.  Midson,  W.  Sampson,  W.  Thompson,  F.  Davison,  and 
J.  Thorns.  Mr.  Morgan  also  had  fish,  and  Messrs.  T. 
Thompson  and  A.  Wild,  fish  from  other  waters — a  fine 
show  of  roach  and  perch.  On  Tuesday,  Oct.  9,  we  take 
our  return  visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  List.  Secretaries 
who  have  not  received  notice  will  meet  with  a  hearty 
welcome. — S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
AH  Saints'-road,  Westboume  Park.- Mr.  Severns,  one 
jack,  41b.  ll^oz. ;  Mr.  Lane,  roaoh,  21b.  12Joz. ;  Mr. 
Bradshaw,  21b.  14Joz.  Mr.  Fldtcher  and  several  other 
members  weigh«d-in.  On  Oct.  7  a  private  match  takes 
place  at  Marlow  for  prizes  to  the  value  of  £5  lOs.— W. 
Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  HaU-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  8.W.— Our  outing  of  Sept.  30  resulted  in  the 
first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Eeene,  tench,  nothing 
else  being  weighed-in.  Have  arranged  for  another  outing 
on  Oct.  7,  to  Teddingtonj  from  Teddimgton  Weir  to 
Twickenham  Ferry  ;  hs.nk  only.  Train  from  Earlsfield  at 
9.21,  or  9.17  Clapham  Junction.  Cease  fishing  at  6.30. 
The  sea  outing  is  fix«d  for  Oct.  21,  to  Brighton.  Will 
members  kindly  let  me  know  not  later  than  Tuesday  next, 
to  enable  all  arrangements  to  be  made  in  good  time.  The 
honorary  members'  prize  will  be  fishod  for  at  the  sea 
outiog,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  hon.  members. 


East  Dnlwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.B.— Several  members  went  to  Pulborough 
for  prize  outing.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bannister  had  some  nice  spoTt 
with  roach,  and  won  the  10s.  6d.  prize  given  by  Mr.  G-. 
Smith  for  largest  roaoh.  Mr.  J.  Bannister,  sen.,  has  beep 
having  some  good  sport  with  bass  at  Littlehampton  this 
week.— B.  Dybah. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Eansing« 
ton  Park-road,  Netting  Hill,  W.  —  On  Sept.  80  the 
following  had  fish  :  Mr.  Clarke,  perch ;  Mr.  Grainger, 
jack ;  Mr.  Love,  roach ;  Mr.  King,  roach ;  and  Mr. 
Barnfather,  roach.  One  of  Mr.  Grainger's  jack  weighed 
51b.  12oz.— G.  King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Sept.  30 :  Mr.  Wells,  roach  and  dace,  lib.  6oz. ;  Mr. 
Rencher,  roach  and  daoe,  lib.  6oz,,  including  special  daee, 
9foz. ;  Mr.  Ashmore,  roach ;  Mr.  CuUen,  roaoh. — T. 
Biggs. 

GK>lden  Barbel  Angling   Society,  Sir  Isaao 

Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
Sept.  30  Mr.  Verity  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  roaoh. 
On  the  2nd,  quarterly  night,  Mr.  Mowl  and  Mr.  Smithson 
were  re-elected  chairnlan  and  vice-chairman ;  and  Mr. 
A.  W.  Fain,  auditor.  Don't  forget  the  outing  at  Ashnrst 
on  the  7th.  Members  can  pay  in  the  bar  book  till  twelve 
on  Saturday  night.  Members  must  clear  the  books  to 
weigh-in.— A.  W.  Bllins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Orowa,  Ohoroh' 
street,  Shoreditch. — There  was  a  fair  show  of  roach 
brought  in  by  Messrs.  Thompson,  Maybury,  and  Philpott 
on  Sept.  30.  The  members  will  fish  for  eight  prizes  at 
Pangbourne  on  Oot.  7.  The  first  train  leaves  Paddington 
at  8.55  a.m.— R.  Mpepht. 
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Eurooiirt  Angling  Soolety,  Harooort  Arms, 
Haroonrt-Btreet,  N.W,  —  The  only  redeeming  feature 
about  the  show  on  Sept.  30  wae  a  nice  little  barbel  that 
we  had  on  the  trays  with  a  few  roach,  and  it  was  a  treat 
to  see  it.  We  are  hoping  for  mach  better  things,  but  I 
am  afraid  we  shall  not  get  them  until  we  have  had  a  good 
rain.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Higrhbnry  Angrliugr  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — A  well-attended 
meeting  was  held  last  Wednesday,  and  some  fair  takes  of 
fish  have  been  recorded  for  the  week,  as  follows  :  Tom 
Stone,  roach  and  daoe,  131b.  2oz.  (best  roach  lib.  8^oz.)  ; 
S.  Stone,  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  141b.  15oz.  (roach  of 
lib.  6Joz.,  dace  9|oz.,  and  chub  31b  IJoz.,  being  best  fish) ; 
G.  Whitbread,  two  bream,  31b.  15oz.  and  31b.  7ioz. ;  anc[ 
T.  A.  Shaw,  roach  and  daca,  81b.  4ioz. — E.  Wymee. 

Zsliu^ou  Brotliera  Angrling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Oanonbnry-road,  N. — Our  match  at  Burnt  Mill  was 
well  attended,  but  sport  very  poor.  The  only  successful  ones 
were:  Mr.  Beeves,  first,  with  perch;  Mr.  C.  Challis, 
second,  with  perch.  We  met  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  A.  Challis 
in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read  and  confirmed,  when  it  was  settled  to  fieh  the  remain- 
ing prizes  on  Oct.  7,  at  the  same  place  ;  but  all  members 
to  book  to  Harlow,  and  all  to  go  by  one  train  and  return 
by  same. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Zzaab  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — The  five 
monthly  prizes  for  September  were  taken  by  the  following 

fentlemen,  in  the  order  named:  Messrs.  A.  Harris, 
.  K.  Charters,  E.  Hill,  F.  W.  Garrard,  and  H.  Austin. 
Beturn  visit  of  the  Central  Association  takes  place  on 
Wednesday,  17th  inst. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Bosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.B. — The  next  competition  of  the 
above  society  takes  place  on  Oct.  7,  and  wUl  be  a  roving 
competition  on  the  Medway.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  the  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  9. — 
W.  Feeeman. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prinee  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road. — Our  outing  to  Uxbridge  came  off  sncsessfally,  all 
prizes  being  taken,  in  the  following  order,  by  Messrs. 
Bence,  Owen,  Moody,  Harris,  and  Pass,  jan.  Other 
members  also  weighed-in.  Last  meeting  being  quarterly 
night,  and  I  find  a  few  members  in  arrears,  I  hope  they 
will  attend  and  clear  the  books  at  their  earliest 
convenience. — G.  Bence. 

Unooln  Angling  Sodaty,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
oheater-street,  N. — On  Sept.  30  a  few  members  were  ont. 
The  following  had  some  good  roach :  Mr.  Killick, 
131b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  Cook,  61b.  8Joz. ;  Mr.  Briley  and  Mr. 
Symes  also  having  some  roach.  Mr.  C.  Taylor  was  pro- 
posed for  membership,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next  week. 
— W.  Watling. 

Little  Lever  Angling  Society,  Wellington  Hotel, 
Slopes. — Meeting  held  on  Oct.  1  was  well  attended.  Ten 
members  had  during  the  season  weighed-in  for  largest 
single  fish  caught  by  rod  and  line.  Awards  were  as 
follows:  Pike,  31b.  5oz.,  by  E.  Ormrod  ;  perch,  lib.  6;z., 
by  T.  Shaw;  roach,  15|oz.,  by  W.  T.  Poster ;  eel,  31b  ,  by 
J.  Robb.  Diploma  given  by  treasurer  was  won  by  W.  T. 
Foster,  and  Mr.  Eobart  Bramwell  was  elected  member. — 
W.  Lord. 

Liveipool  City  Angling  Association.  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  163,  Dake-street,  Liverpool.  —  The 
Liverpool  City  Angling  Association  have  changed  their 
headquarters  from  the  Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation- 
row,  to  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  Hotel,  163,  Dake-street, 
where  the  meetings  of  the  association  will  in  future  be 
held.  The  new  club  room,  which  has  been  specially 
famished  by  the  president,  with  asHstanoe  from  a  few 
members,  reflects  the  greatest  credit  to  those  gentlemen 
for  their  great  personal  interest  on  behalf  of  the  associa- 
tion, and  as  the  new  room  is  within  easy  reach  of  all 
districts,  it  was  pleasing  to  note  the  large  attendance  at 
the  opening  meeting,  which  Mr.  J.  W.  Wright  had 
the  pleasure  of  presiding  over,  on  the  24th  ult. 
Another  large  attendance  was  present  on  Monday  evening 
last,  and  with  the  membsrs  taking  a  keener  interest  in 
club  matters  it  is  a  happy  augury  for  the  new  club  room. 
The  two  competitions  held  on  16th  and  20th  ult.,  at 
Eossett,  were  well  attended,  and  prizes  were  secured  in 
the  former  by  Messrs.  G.  Attwood,  E.  Hetherington,  and 
T.  C.  Segar ;  while  in  the  latter  the  only  prize  was  secured 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins.  Several  members  report  good 
sport  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee  amongst  the  roach 
and  dace,  and  no  doubt  the  wiles  of  some  of  these  ardent 
anglers  will  be  rewarded  shortly  with  specimen  fish. — 
Green  Rod. 

Mitre  Brotliera  Angling  Society,  Cloudesley 
Anns,  Cloudesley-place,  Islington,  N.  —  Our  members 
weighed-in  very  well  on  Sept.  29,  our  chairman,  Mr.  G. 
Holder,  hiving  caught  two  nice  carp,  one  weighing  41b. 
and  the  other  21b.  15oz.— J.  Dodd. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Camberwell-grove. — On  Thursday,  Sept.  27, 
we  fished  our  annual  match  with  the  St.  Ives  and  District 
Angling  Society,  and  a  splendid  day  we  had.  The  terms 
were  twelve  members  a-side  ;  roach  only  to  count ;  fish  of 
12oz.  and  upwards  to  weigh-in;  steak  dinner — losers  to 
pay.  We  just  managed  to  get  home,  beating  the  St. 
Ivians  by  lib.  2oz.  The  dinner  was  held  at  the  Lion 
Hotel,  and  was  exceedingly  well  served.  The  Mayor  of 
St.  Ives,  H.  J.  Hankin,  Esq.,  presided,  and  our  own 
chairman,  Mr.  W.  F.  Giimmett,  was  in  the  vice-chair,  and 
a  good  time  we  had.  Many  thanks  are  due  to  Secretary 
E.  Collinson  for  the  admirable  arrangements,  and  we  were 
all  glad  to  see  him  about  again.  The  members  weighing- 
b  were  :  F.  Sohultz,  N.A.P.S.,  41b.  Joz. ;  H.  Wadsworth, 
St.  Ives,  one  fish,  lib.  loz. ;  A.  Crouch,  St.  Ives, 
lib.  13Joz.  At  same  time  we  held  our  own  competition, 
Tfljich  resulted  as  follows ;  First,  F.  Schultz,  taking  value 


£2  lis.  Cd.  ;  second,  W.  Twyman,  £1  Is. ;  and  third, 
4.  E.  Baldwin,  IO3.  6d.— C.  E.  Allen. 

Nortb-East  Brotbers  Angling  Society.  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Sept.  30  we  had 
another  very  nice  show  of  fish,  and  the  following  members 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Eaton,  roach  and  dace  ;  E.  Lamb, 
roach  ;  H.  Hart,  bream  ;  S.  Polykett,  roach ;  and  Carter, 
perch.  On  Oct.  10  a  special  meeting  takes  place,  when  an 
outing  is  proposed,  hoping  we  shall  have  a  good  mueter. 
We  also  made  another  new  member. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  Sept.  30  only  two 
members  weighed-in  :  W.  Stretch,  roach  ;  H.  Chiistmas, 
roach.  On  Oct.  7  the  members  fish  for  four  prizes  at 
Bonrne  End;  boundary,  from  Cookham  Bridge  to  the 
Quarry  Hotel.  On  Got.  8  we  take  a  return  visit  on  the 
No.  2  E  istern  List,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of 
the  clubs  represented.  Mr.  Frank  Newton,  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothsrs,  has  promised  to  take  the  chair,  aud  I  hope  to 
see  him  well  supported.— H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Diilwich,  S.B. — Only  three  members 
went  out  on  ^Thursday,  and  returned  fishless,  the  water 
being  so  clear.  On  Sept.  30  Mr.  T.  Moyler  won  Mr.  G. 
Cartwright's  guinea  roach  pole  with  lib.  9Joz.  roach  from 
the  Thames,  between  Twickenham  and  Egham.  Our  next 
competition  wiU  take  place  on  Oct.  14— a  rover  cn  the 
Medway.  Members  can  detrain  at  Paddock  Wood, 
Talding,  or  Wateringbnry ;  two  rods ;  all  fish  bar  jack. 
On  Tuesday  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  Skinner  were  elected  mem- 
bers of  this  society.  Mr.  Charles  Myers  was  appointed 
musical  director  at  our  forthcoming  smoker,  and  our  vice- 
president  has  kindly  undertaken  the  instrumental  arrange- 
ments in  connection  with  the  same. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —  On 
Sept.  30,  Messrs.  Birch,  Slade,  and  Madget  weighed-in  a 
few  dace,  roach,  bream,  and  jick.  Hope  all  members  will 
attend  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  10. — George. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Bussell- 
street,  Stepney,  E.— On  Sept.  80,  Mr.  B.  Wilton  had  a  nice 
show  of  roach  and  perch,  saving  us  a  blank.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  our  next  meeting,  as  there  is  a  prize 
outing  to  be  arranged  for  November.  Those  in  arrears 
please  come  and  clear  up  for  above  outing. — W.  Bussell. 

Bojal  George  Angling  Seciety,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Sept.  30  Mr.  Speelman 
weighed-in  some  fine  carp  ;  and  Mr.  Lnngland,  roach.  We 
take  our  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  List 
on  Oct.  30.    Secretaries  kindly  take  note. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Jobn's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  had  an  excellent  show 
of  bream,  roach,  and  perch  on  Sept.  30  by  Messrs.  Podger, 
Musgrave,  and  Warren.  All  the  members  were  out,  but 
failed  to  score.  On  Oct.  14  we  compete  for  prizes  at 
Bourne  End  (roving  competition).  Honorary  members 
are  invited  to  compete. — F.  Thorling. 

Sbcpberd's  Bnsb  Angling  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. — A  meeting  of  this 
association  was  held  here  on  Oct.  3,  and  was  very  largely 
attended.  Mr.  Heard,  at  our  last  meeting,  brought  for- 
ward the  question  of  a  club  championship,  and  the  matter 
was  favourably  commented  on  and  agiin  discussed  at  con- 
siderable length,  but  definite  decision  was  deferred.  A 
further  suggestion,  which  met  with  marked  approval,  was 
made  that  a  supper  be  held  at  headquarters  on  Oct.  25. 
Members  who  were  not  present,  but  who  are  desirous  of 
participating  in  this  pleasant  function,  are  kindly  requested 
to  send  their  names  in  to  the  secretary  by  or  before  Oct.  18. 
It  is  interesting  to  mention  the  fact  that  a  fishing  punt 
for  the  general  use  of  the  association  has  been  provided  by 
the  co-operation  of  certain  of  the  members,  prominent 
among  them  being  Messrs.  Gash,  Kitsell,  Pluckrose,  and 
Wingett.  The  most  interesting  items  in  the  weighing-Ln 
list  since  my  last  report  are  as  follows:  Mr.  C.  BenweU, 
at  Hemingford  Grey,  bream,  181b.  7ioz. ;  roach,  6Ib.  13|az. 
(largest  lib,  |oz.)  The  same  gentleman,  at  Bichmond,  on 
the  3rd  inst.,  dace,  lib.  4Joz. ;  roach,  lib.  14oz. ;  and  one 
barbel,  31b.  ISjOz. ;  the  latter  a  really  fine  fish.  Others 
have  been  out,  but  have  not  been  very  successful.  Next 
meeting  on  Oct.  17,  when  important  discussions  are  antici- 
pated.—C.  E. 

Silver  Trent  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Our  next  cup  and 
prize  outing  takes  place  at  Talding  on  Oct.  14. — E. 
Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  Sept.  30  Messrs.  Jewson  and  Jolly 
weighed-in  some  fine  bream.  Mr.  Grindrod  had  some 
fine  roach.  We  had  a  record  attendance  on  quarterly 
night.— W.  B.  C. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — The  following  weighed-in.  On  Sept.  26  : 
Mr.  Barker,  51b.  12cz.  On  Sept.  30  :  Messrs.  Adams, 
3lb.  lljoz. ;  R.  Tirrel,  lib.  5oz. ;  and  Anstey,  41b.  2Jcz. 
Tommy  also  had  fish  from  Pulborough  ;  and  Mr.  Backett 
had  a  record  catch  from  Heme  Bay,  in  spite  of  the  gale. 
A  reserved  carriage  will  convey  the  competitors  in  the 
supper  match  v.  Battersea  Friendly  A. 8.,  on  Sunday 
next,  from  Waterloo  6.57.— F.  LrcAS. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  The  Commercial 
Hotel,  Martin-street,  Stratford,  E.— On  Sept.  29  the 
following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Hobbs,  roach  (largest 
lib.  5oz. ;  Grande,  roach ;  Sandiland,  bream ;  Payne, 
perch.— 6.  A.  Payne. 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — On  Sept.  30  we  fished  our  supper 
match  with  the  Brompton  A.S.,  which  we  lost  by  6oz. 
We  had  an  enjoyable  supper  and  evening  afterwards. 
Besnlt  of  club  match  at  Bourne  End  same  time  :  Mr.  J. 
Hare,  first ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Cartwright,  second ;  Mr.  P. 
French,  third ;  Mr.  T.  Carpenter,  fourth ;  Mr.  Hare  also 
taking  two  other  priges,— C,  £,  Lock. 


United  Old  Friends'  Angling  Society,  Riilway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich.— Several  members  were 
out  last  week,  but  had  very  poor  sport.  W.  M.  Smith 
had  41b.  lOJoz.  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch  from  the  Med- 
way, which  river  is  still  very  bright. — W.  M.  Smith. 

Victoria  Brotbers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Eobert-street,  Hampetead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Sept.  30,  Messrs.  Austin  and  Griffiths  weighed-in  good 
shows  of  roach  and  gudgeon  from  the  Thames.  Other 
members  were  out,  but  itl-fortune  favoured  them.  We 
hope  to  have  better  sport  at  our  outing  to  Bourne  End  on 
Oct.  28,  and  hope  to  see  a  good  master  ;  8.40  train  from 
Paddington  (saloon  waiting).  Making  new  members 
every  week. — J.  Smith. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish  on  Sept.  23  :  Messrs.  Walton,  roach  ;  Beit,  roach  ; 
Winterman,  roach ;  Allan,  roach  and  dace.  On  Sept.  80, 
Messrs.  Walton,  roach  and  dace;  Spong,  roach;  Betts, 
roach.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on  Oct.  2.  Members 
please  notice  our  next  match  takes  place  at  Windsor  on 
Oct.  14.— H.  C. 

Waltbamstow  Brotbers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest  -  road,  Walthamstow.  — ,  Considering  the 
weather,  we  had  a  fair  show  on  Sept.  30.  Mr.  W. 
Osmenth  had  51b.  5oz.  of  roach,  largest  lib. ;  Mr.  Poora 
also  had  roach;  Mr.  Skelsey  and  Mr.  Thomson,  perch. 
Our  president,  Mr.  Helwig,  and  his  brother  had  grand 
sport  with  the  bream  (over  5Glb.),  some  three  and  four 
pounders  among  them,  but  got  home  too  late  to  weigh 
them  in.  We  have  an  outing  to  Harlow  on  the  14th,  to 
fish  for  lapsed  prizes  from  Amberley. — M.  Schocke. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— A  fair  attendacce  at 
the  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  The  next  match  takes  place 
at  Tonbridge  on  Oct.  7.  I  trust  all  members  will  turn  out. 
Mr.  Downs  gave  a  special  prize,  to  be  fished  for  on  the 
same  date  as  the  Benevolent  competition,  providing  the 
members  take  part  in  the  L.U.A.C.  Wo  made  another 
new  member. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  Sept.  30  we  had  a  good  show  of 
bream  and  perch  by  Messrs.  Lee  and  Styman,  Mr.  Styman 
winning  September  monthly  prize.  We  have  a  prize  for 
heaviest  weight  of  jack  during  October. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brotbers  Angling  Society,  Ooach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  Sept.  30  the 
following  weighed-in :  Mr.  Burling,  Mr.  Pethurst,  Mr. 
Tyler,  M.  Newton,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Bowles,  Mr.  Lowther, 
all  weighed-in  roach  ;  Mr.  Homer,  roach  and  bream.  It 
has  been  decided  that  we  have  a  peg-down  match  at 
Hatfield  on  Oct.  21.  Honorary  members  are  invited. 
— E.  Lowthee. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — ^Members  who  did  not  enter  for  the 
match  on  Thursday  are  eligible  to  fish  for  the  prizes  on 
Oct.  7.  Any  public  water.  AU  fish  must  be  weighed-in 
on  day  of  capture. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N.— On  Sept.  30  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  W.  Bragg,  perch  ;  A.  Langton,  perch ;  W.  Butler, 
roach,  7Jlb.,  four  heaviest  fish  weighing  41b.  S^oz, ;  D. 
Thorpe,  jack;  C.  Debney,  jack,  one  fish,  31b.  14oz. ;  W. 
Anthony,  31b.  14dz.,  roach.  Members  please  note  we  fish 
for  P.  H.  Beaumont's  Ss.  prize  on  Oct.  7 ;  all  fish  open. 
Also  will  they  try  and  attend  next  meeting  on  very  special 
business. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — At  Tuesday's  meeting  it  was  decided  that 
members  taking  part  in  the  second  outing  for  the  silver 
cup  proceed  to  Weybridge  by  the  8.52  train  from 
Wimbledon,  on  the  7th  inst.  Swims  will  be  drawn  for  at 
the  Mitre,  and  the  weigh-in  will  be  between  6  and  7  p.m. 
Beturn  train  8.25  p.m. — S.  Peskett. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Clapham  Park-road.— Our  next  outing 
takes  place  on  Oct.  7,  at  Windsor,  for  three  money  prizes  ; 
and  a  prize  outing  oa  Oct.  14.  Will  membjrs  please 
attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  decide  and  settle  other  business, 
— F.  Tayloe. 


Sowings      t^e  i5ap. 

The  forthcoming  A.B.8.  competition  bids  fair  to 
become  a  gigantic  success.  The  meetings  in  furtherance 
of  this  object  are  being  held  at  the  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-orescent,  Notting  Hill,  and  they  are  being  held 
on  every  Thursday  evening  (an  evening  which,  thanks 
all  the  same  to  Ben,  I  am  not  able  to  attend).  However, 
the  competition  is  in  the  cause  of  "  benevolence,"  and  I 
wish  the  movement  every  success. 

 >  ♦  <  »  <  

The  New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society  joined  in  friendly 
rivalry  with  the  St.  Ives  (Hunts)  A.S.  on  Sept.  27,  when 
the  former  was  declared  winner.  After  the  match  a  large 
and  influential  gathering,  including  the  mayor,  town  clerk 
W.  H.  Elsmore,  Dendy  Sadler  (president  St.  Ives  A  S.,  and 
]jainter  of  that  celebrated  picture,  "  The  Pegged-Down 
Match  "),_&c.,  A-3.,  partook  of  an  excellent  dinner  at  the 
Golden  Lion.  "  After  the  cloth  was  removed  "  it  goes 
without  saying  that  toasts,  speeches,  and  harmony  were 
"turned  on,"  and,  under  the  a?gis  of  Secretary  Collinson, 
a  most  enjoyable  eveniog  was  spent.  Mr.  H.  J.  Hankin 
(the  mayor)  presided,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  (  X.A.P.S.) 
occupied  the  vice-chair. 

 >  »«♦ <  

Writing  from  New  South  Wales  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine, 
jun.,  sends  the  following  catting  from  the  Catfish  Budget 
of  Aug.  17  :  "  Dear  '  Catfish,'— In  your  issue  of  10th  inst. 
you  mRntion  worms,  small  crabs,  squid,  and  mackerel  a8 
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suitable  baits  when  prawns  are  unobtainable  or  soiree. 
Where  can  one  find  a  better  bait  than  crawfish  !  Another 
thing  not  generally  known— cooked  prawns,  which  are 
always  obtainable,  are  every  bit  aa  gocd  as  '  green  '  ones 
for  most  fish,  especially  trevally  and  red-bream.  I  have 
on  several  cccasions  baited  one  hook  with  '  green '  and  the 
other  with  cooked  prawns,  and  my  experiercs  teaches  me 
that  one  is  just  as  good  as  the  other.  There  can  be  no 
denying  the  fact  that  cooked  prawns  are  much  nicer  to 
handle,  besides  which  one  can  purchase  an  extra  supply, 
well  knowing  that  those  not  used  for  bait  can,  with  a 
little  ordinary  care  as  regards  cleanliness,  be  afterwards 
taken  home  and  eaten.  Prawns  are  not  '  too  bad,'  made 
up,  with  a  soupcon  of  anchovy,  into  a  sauce  to  eat  with 
the  fish  captured  with  the  nE(d  portion  of  the  bait.  I 
notice  that  crawfish  is  nearly  always  miscalled  crayfish. 


"  In  the  old  country  crayfish  are  caught  only  in  fresh 
water  livers.  I  opine  such  ought  to  be  the  case  here. 
But  it  seems  not,  as  the  Crustacea  captured  in  fresh  water 
and  up-country  dams  are  misnamed  crau-fish.  Why  is 
this  thus  ?  How  the  Dickens  the  crayfish  manage  to  get 
into  these  waters  is  a  mystery,  unless  the  spawn  is  carried 
thither  on  the  legs  of  ducks  and  other  water  fowl.  I 
know  of  a  newly  constructed  dam  on  the  Turee  Ettxte, 
near  Cassilis,  miles  away  from  any  other  water.  It 
remained  dry  for  a  very  long  time  owing  to  the  continued 
drought.  I  recollect  seeing  this  particular  dam  when 
about  half  full  of  rain  water  crowded  with  wild  duck,  and 
shortly  afterwards  it  literally  teemed  with  crayfish  and 
shrimps." 


Hope,  "  says  W.  C.  Platts,  "springs  eternal  in  the 
angler's  breast,  and  there  were  those  over  sanguine  scribes 
who  last  March  prophesied  for  us  a  bright  and  glorious 
season.  But,  even  with  the  best  of  faith,  prophecies  do 
not  always  result  exactly  as  the  prophet  expects.  They 
have  a  sort  of  way  of  side-slipping  on  greasy  facts,  and 
bumping  the  prognoeticator  badly.  I  heard  a  little  story 
the  other  day.  A  Yorkshire  an.jler  was  going  forth  to 
angle  when  he  came  across  a  gipsy  encampment,  and  a 
dark  eyed  daughter  of  the  East  wanted  to  tell  his  fortune. 
She  vowed  she  could  do  it  in  the  highest  possith  style  of 
workmanship  as  patronised  by  the  nobility,  with  none  but 
the  best  mterials  used,  and  fatitfaotion  guaranteed  ;  and 
the  angler  succumbed  to  her  persuasion.  But  first  her 
palm  must  be  crossed  with  silver  in  the  orthodox  fashion. 
So  the  angler  handed  her  a  sixpence,  and  told  her  to  turn 
the  magic  on  at  the  meter,  so  to  speak,  and  let  the  flame 
of  wisdom  light  up  the  dark  pathways  of  th9  Is-to-be. 
The  gipsy,  jast  in  the  old  sweet  way,  told  him  what  she 
thought  he  would  best  like  to  hear,  and  at  the  mention  of 
every  fresh  treat  in  store  for  him  the  honest  Tyke's  case 
widened  into  a  grin  of  unconcealed  delight. 


"Then,  when  she  judged  she  tad  given  him  a  good 
eixpennyworth,  she  wound  up  her  menu  of  future 
deUcacies  with  :  '  You're  going  fishing  now,  I  can  see 
gocd  luck  in  store  for  you.  This  day  you'll  catch  fifty- 
seven  good  trouts.'  '  By  gow !  '  exclaifted  the  angler 
rapturously  ;  '  that's  worth  a  bob,  at  any  rate.  Gi'e  us 
that  tanner  back  !  '  So  she  handed  back  the  sixpence. 
But  she  never  got  the  shilling.  Instead,  the  honest 
Yorkshireman  quaintly  rubbed  the  side  of  his  nose  with 
his  forefinger,  and  remarked  casually  as  he  turned  to  go — 
'  If  tha'  could  ha'  foretold  t'  future  as  tha  said  tha  could, 
tha'd  noan  ha'  gi'en  me  that  tanner  back!  Good 
morning !  '  " 


On  Tuesday  evening  next  (Oct.  9)  there  will  be  an 
enjoyable  entertainment  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grcsham 
Anglers.  It  will  be  a  "  microscopial  evening,"  and 
friends,  as  well  as  members,  are  invited.  Mr.  Eeeves  has 
the  "show"  in  hand,  and  that  means  "success"  writ 
large.  I  hope  tp  be  present.  Those  who  have  slides  of 
interest  will  oblige  by  bringing  them  up  on  the  evening  to 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Masons' -avenue,  Coleman-street 
City. 

 >»»»■<  

Many  anglers  have  viaited  the  Brandon  waters  during 
the  past  fortnight,  and  heavy  baskets  have  been  the  order. 
A  correspondent,  writing  from  the  neighbourhood,  says  : 
"  Sport  is  excellent  here  just  now.  Beyond  Brandon  the 
Little  Ouse  is  free  right  up  to  Thetford,  and  we  have  had 
some  nice  takes  at  the  staunches.  When  the  weed  cutting 
is  quite  finished  it  will  be  still  better.  To  those  who  care 
to  venture  as  far  as  Thetford  (next  station  to  Brandon)  I 
would  especially  recommend  the  Black  Horse,  Blaok- 
horse-street ;  proprietor,  Mr.  John  Mayes.  More  com- 
fortable or  more  homely  quarters  I  have  never  enjoyed, 
the  charges  being  extremely  moderate,  and  the  host  and 
hostess  very  attentive.  Good  fishing  may  be  had  at  the 
millhead  close  by,  and  in  the  deeps  near  the  town  bridge ; 
the  roach  are  noted  for  their  size  and  quantity.  Dace  are 
also  numerous,  and  the  pike  heavy.  Indeed,  these  waters 
are  well  worth  a  visit." 


Me.  a.  Newham,  writing  from  Wimbledon  Lake,  sayg  : 
"Wimbledon  Lake  is  again  open  to  the  public.  The 
charges  are  as  of  old— 23.  6d.  for  pike  fishing ;  Is.  per  rod 
coarse  fishing.  No  ground-bait  allowed.  Three  nice  pike 
and  ten  bream  were  taken  on  Sept.  30."  The  "lake," 
under  Mr.  Garlick's  regime,  was  always  a  favourite  spot  of 
mine,  and  now  that  Mr.  Newham  remains  "  keeper,"  it 
will  not  be  his  fault  if  sport  is  not  obtainable. 

Catching  herrings  by  torpedo  is  certainly  a  novel  sport. 
The  Paris  correspondent  of  a  :contemporary  states  that 
La  Pi'jue  was  a  couple  of  days  ago  followed  by  an 
inqaisitive  9,nd  imprudent  shoal  into  dock  at  Cherbourg, 


the  result  being,  after  closing  and  dryin<<  the  dock,  a  haul 
of  30,000  glittering  fish  by  workmen  and  sailors. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Thomas  (of  Thames  fly-fishing  fame)  wa^" 
out  recently  at  Penton  Hook  fishing  with  very  fine  tackle, 
and^ueinga  roach  pole,  when  he  was  suddenly  "  smashed 
up."  However,  not  in  the  least  disconcerted,  he  "  rigged 
up  another  lot,"  and  shortly  afterwards  was  fast  into,  and 
safely  landed,  a  21b.  9oz.  barbel.  In  addition  to  the  barbel 
Mr.  Thomas  discovered  his  line  and  float,  for  it  was  the 
same  little  barbel  that  had  broken  him  up. 


The  promised  book  by  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  entitled 
'  An  Old  Man's  Holiday,"  is  now  ready.  The  63.  edition, 
of  which  only  a  limited  number  are  printed— 250— will  be 
signed  by  the  author.  Early  application  must  be  made  to 
ensure  a  copy.  There  is  a  cheaper  edition  (23.  net),  160  pp., 
cloth  extra,  with  sixteen  illustrations.  The  "  Old  Man's 
Holiday"  is  full  of  interesting  and  instructive  readinst, 
and,  as  I  have  previously  stated,  that  although  "  By 
Meadow  and  Stream,"  ia  my  favourite,  the  "  O,  M.  H." 
should  stand  side  by  side  in  every  angler's  library  with 
"Days  in  Clover,"  "Fresh  Woods  and  Pastures  New," 
"  An  Amateur  Angler's  Day  in  Dove  Dale,"  "  On  a 
Sunshine  Holyday,"  Frank's  Eanohe,"  &o.  Order  of 
your  booksellers,  or  direct  from  Samnson  Low,  Marston, 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane. 
London,  B.C. 


The  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  for  October  is  to  hand, 
and  is  one  of  the  ' '  chattiest ' '  numbers  that  have  appeared. 
In  addition  to  the  news  from  the  'Thames,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  very  meagre,  on  account  of  the  low  and  clear 
water,  there  is  an  excellent  article  by  Mr.  Wingrove  on 
"Carp  Fishing,"  one  on  "  Coarse  Fish  and  Float  Fishing," 
some  excellent  notes  on  the  Thames  Ee-stooking 
Question,  the  Thames  Salmon  Question,  Pike  and  Pike 
Fishing,  &z.,  &o. 


The  Oyster  Spbaks. 

"E"  There! 
Here  I  am  again. 

To  perform  my  popular  disrobing  act. 

Bcrae  from  my  billowy  home, 

I've  come  to  boss  the  board, 

And  do  a  leading  business  at  the  feast. 

Now  by  my  beard  ! 

When  lolling  luscious  on  my  pearly  couch 

My  dimpled  charms  are  daintily  disclosed. 

A  roddier  rose  on  maiden  cheeks  will  burn 

And  grizzled  gourmets  will  grow  glad  again. 

The  summer  seas  have  spent  their  gweets  on  me, 

"  Eocked  "  in  the  cradle  of  the  deep. 

Seasoned,  made  savoury  in  dim  green  glooms, 

I'm  now  in  shape  to  meet  all  comers  ! 

Balm  do  I  bear,  and  to  woozy  peace  ! 

I  cool  the  coppers  of  the  racketeer. 

And  soothe  dissension  in  the  statesman's  midst. 

Ask  not  if  I'm  the  product  of  a  trust — 

Assimilate  me  without  asking  my  c  nsent. 

So  set  the  board  with  snowy  napery. 

With  slioing  silver  and  v,ith  gleaming  glass ! 

It's  up  to  me  to  start  the  courses  coursing. 

Lift !    Lift  me  from  my  little  bed. 

And  tuck  me  in.  —Exchange. 

The  flaming  red  placard  "  Vote  for  Sir  John  Newton  " 
(Lord  Mayor)  was  posted  outside  a  certain  house  in  South- 
wark.  The  lady  mayoress,  accompanied  by  her  charming 
daughter,  alighted  from  their  cxrriage  and  rang  the  bell. 
A  small  crowd  watched  the  proceedings.  Lady  of  the 
house:  "Yes;  what  can  I  do  for  you  ?  Certainly;  my 
husband  will  vote  for  the  Lord  Mayor.  Excuse  me,  I'm 
just  preparing  dinner,  and,  as  you  see,  I'm  all  in  flour." 
•'Charming,"  said  my  Lady  Majorefs,  "you  do  look 
blooming  !  "    And  then  they  went. 


But  before  they  had  gone  far  a  certain  lodger  who  had 
a  vote  was  asked  to  "vote  for  Newton."  "No,"  said 
the  lodger ;  "  I'm  a  working  man,  and  shall  vote  for 
Causton— an  employer  of  labour.  But.  after  all,  I  think 
the  Lord  Mayor  is  a  good  sort,  and  I'll  think  it  over." 
He  did  ;  and,  true  to  his  word,  put  his  X  to  Causton  ;  and 
that  there  should  be  no  jealousy  between  the  rival  candi- 
dates he  proceeded  to  put  the  X  to  Newton  !  Bravo, 
working  man ! 


Sea  anglers  who  would  care  to  visit  Hastings  should 
write  Mr.  Harry  Dowsett,  10,  York-baildings,  for 
information  regarding  boats,  baits,  and  men.  The  society 
fish  only  with  rod  and  line,  and,  under  the  presidency  of 
Dr.  Travers,  have  become  quite  a  power  in  the  land. 
>  *  >  *  ( 

Of  course,  it  is  very  nice  to  be  able  to  go  out  fishing 
(either  fresh  or  salted),  and  have  no  trouble  about  baits, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  is  as  well  to  be  prepared.  Mr. 
Bambridge,  of  Eton,  has  some  fine  sprats  in  picklj,  and 
Mr.  Frank  Gosden,  of  Oxford,  has  soma  preserved 
mussels,  some  of  which  were  exhibited  at  the  B.S.A.S.  on 
Wednesday  last.  I  may  say  that  they  are  now  being  used 
in  Ireland;  with  what  results  must  await  news.  The 
F.  G.  (I  mean  Frank  Gosden)  mussels  are  first-rate  when 
other  baits  are  difficult  to  procure. 


Out  of  the  way,  old  Dan  Tusker;  you're  too  late  to 
have  some  supper."  I  refrain  from  saying  how  many 
years  ago  this  "  refrain  "  was  popular.  But  the  "  Tucker  " 
of  the  B.S.A.S.  illustrated  (with  live  mussels)  how  to 
procure  your  Qym  bait,   Som»  people  cannot  open  »n 


oyster,  nor  a  mussel— they  break  the  shells  and  disfigure 
the  molluscs.  But  Mr.  Tucker  said  it  was  as  easy  as 
shelling  peas,  and,  with  vinegar  and  pepper  on  the  table, 
he  proceeded  to  feed  the  multitude  present.  'They  were 
very  choice  mussels— I  don't  know  how  much  a  quart— 
and  if  they  "  go  down  "  with  the  fish  as  they  went  down  by 
the  fishers,  it  is  a  really  splendid  bait. 

 >  »  »  »  <  

"There  ar«  but  few  vegetarians  among  fishes,"  says 
the  Cornhill  Magazine,  "  the  tench  and  grey  mullet  being 
perhaps  the  only  British  species  with  such  tastes.  The 
carp  is  sometimes  designated  a  vegetarian,  and  one  noted 
writer  goes  so  far  as  to  aver  that,  being  then  unable  to 
procure  its  weeds,  this  fish  fasts  during  the  winter  months. 
It  is,  however,  highly  probable  that  the  carp,  while  to  all 
appearance  devouring  water  plants,  is  in  reality  eating  the 
small  molluscs  that  adhere  to  the  lower  surface  of  their 
crumpled  fronds  ;  and  small  frogs  are  known  to  be  very 
killing  carp  baits  on  warm  summer  evenings.  As  a  rule, 
the  coarse  fish  have  very  varied  tastes,  the  barbel  and  its 
allies  being  remarkable  for  the  diversity  of  their  fare, 
judged  at  any  rate  by  the  somewhat  dubious  evidence  of 
successful  baits.  Our  own  barbel  is  angled  for  with  lob- 
worms, minnows,  or  cockroaches,  while  in  Morocco  I  have 
caught  the  same  fish  on  grasshopper  or  a  piece  of  quail, 
and  Mr.  Bryden  mentions  a  barbel  of  South  Africa  that 
will  take  a  rat,  a  mouse,  or  a  scorpion  shorn  of  its  sting, 
 >♦♦■»<  

The  Croydon  A.S.  announce  a  lantern  lecture  by  Mr. 
J.  Jeffery  ("Straw  Hat")  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel, 
Croydon,  on  Oct.  18.  Councillor  Dobson  will  take  the 
chair.  I  wish  I  could  be  present,  but  they  have  fixed  the 
wrong  night  for  me.  No  matter  !  Secretary  Geo.  Dix 
will  be  certain  of  a  big  muster  on  this,  their  opening 
night  of  the  winter  season.  I  may  add  that  the  rules  of 
this  comparatively  new  society  (to  hand)  show  that  the 
members  are  thorough  sportsmen. 


To  the  Sea. 

O  STRANGE,  sublime,  illimitable  sea, 
Majestic  in  thy  sovereifin  self-control. 
And  awful  with  the  furious  tides  that  roll 

Bound  earth's  proud  cliffs,  who  bow  their  heads  to  thee, 

Thou  art  like  God  in  thy  vast  liberty. 
Thy  throne  is  the  wide  world  from  pole  to  pole. 
Thy  thunders  are  time's  passing  bell,  and  toll 

The  knell  of  all  that  has  been,  is,  and  is  to  b?. 

O  mighty  rockbound  spirit,  bright  to-day, 
To-morrow  leaden  'neath  the  clouds  of  gloom. 
Or  mystic  with  the  stars  that  overspan — 

Beneath  thy  billows,  where  the  wild  winds  play, 
There  broods  a  darkness  deeper  than  the  tomb. 
In  caverns  voiceless  since  the  world  began. 

Frederick  George  Scott. 


At  Arenella,  near  Palermo,  they  have  just  caught  a 
very  rare  fish  indeed.  They  have  agreed  to  call  it  the 
"  tub  fish."  It  was  Syds.  long,  2yds.  deep,  weighed  a  ton, 
and  had  a  skin  so  tough  that  hammers  couldn't  break  it. 
"  Tub  bee,  or  not  to  be— that  is  the  question." 

 >  »  » ♦<  

A  GENTLEMAN  fishing  On  a  well-known  river  in  Aberdeen- 
shire, where  the  water  has  been  low  and  very  fine,  tried 
with  his  10ft.  rod  and  finest  undrawn  cast  and  a  very  small 
fly  for  sea  trout.  He  got  a  rise  from  a  salmon,  and  after 
twenty  minutes'  hard  work  a  61b.  2oz.  salmon  was  brought 
to  the  gaff. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  on  Wodnesday,  I  found 
an  old  friend  (no  other  than  Cooksey.  lite  of  the  Bain- 
bow).  He  is  now  at  the  Old  King's  Head,  Old 
Jewry,  B.C.,  and  tells  me  that  he  is  g"ing  very  strong  in 
the  Rugby  football  line,  interspersed  with  pigeon  societies, 
&c.  If  any  of  my  angling  friends  are  in  the  City  Mr. 
Cooksey  will  be  pleased  to  see  them. 

 >  »  «  ♦  <  

The  Wellington  Angling  Society,  Stopeg,  Litt  le  Lever 
have  forwarded  a  copy  of  their  rules,  which  certainly  is 
very  commennably  drafted.  They  meet  every  Tuesday 
evening,  and  daring  the  winter  months  lectures,  readings, 
essays,  &c.,  are  given.  The  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Lord,  is  to 
be  congratulated  upon  the  success  this  comparatively 
young  club  has  attained. 

 >♦♦■»■<  

In  a  Tackle  Shop. 

[Hawthorne  Gamblegigs  and  Percy  Helgramite-Dobson, 
aftjr  much  clashing  of  eyeglasses,  consent  to  recognise 
each  other.    Then  as  follows] 

H.  G. :  "  Haw,  yess,  going  for  'n  outing  dessay  ?  " 

P.  H-D. :  "  Yaag,  goin'  to  be  beastly  hot,  yer  know. 
Our  fam'ly  never  could  stan'  heat." 

H.  G.  :  "  Goin'  in  for  saulmon  ?  " 

P.  H-D.  :  "  Naw,  too  f'tignin'— trout." 

H.  G. :  "  Buyin'  new  rod,  s'pose,  eh  ?  " 

P.  H-D.  :  "Naw;  got  a  stunner— London— 13ft.,  18oz. 
— I'm  piok'n'  out  a  microscope." 

H.  G. :  "  Microscope  !    What's  that  for— bait  ?  " 

P.  H-D. :  "Naw,  butcherknow  beastly  6in.  law's  off, 
and  I'm  goin'  in  for  score  against  Fitzrumblebottom — miss 
an  awful  lot  if  yer  don't  have  a  microscope — oawn't  see 
'em.    Tata!" — American  Angler, 


"To  remove  old  dressings,  beeswax,  &o.,  from  line 
before  redressing,  steep  line  overnight  in  as  much  naphtha 
ag  will  cover  it  completely.  In  morning  put  it  in  basin 
with  gmall  quantity  soft  goap,  and  pour  over  it  boiling 
irater  J  dressings,  &o,,  will  fall  off."  Dbaonet, 
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At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  at  the 
Raatanrant  Fraeoati,  on  vVednesday,  Oct.  3,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  H.  Edwarda  in  the  chair,  the  minntes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  hon.  sec.  read 
reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal,  Lowestoft, 
Ramsgate,  and  Southend.  The  following  experiences 
were  then  given  by  members  :  Messrs.  Croft  Handley, 
Mignot,  and  Hearn  reported  having  been  to  Ballyeotton, 
and  obtaining  from  fair  to  good  sport,  and  all  commentec. 
on  the  great  variety  of  fish  caught.  Mr.  Mignot  reported 
having  stayed  from  Sept.  14  to  27,  and  fishing  on  seven 
days,  taking  331  fish,  including  the  following  species : 
Pollack,  bream,  scad,  mackerel,  wrass*,  whiting,  grey 
gurnet,  red  gurnet,  saphrine,  gurnet,  plaice,  dab,  pout, 
conger,  hake,  ling,  garfish  (best  ejlb.),  cod  (best  IS^lb.), 
spurdog,  blue  shark,  crayfish,  lobster,  and  octopus.  Mr, 
Basten  had  taken  305  fish  of  eighteen  different  species, 
including  dab,  coalfish,  goby,  shark,  bream,  scad,  wrasse, 
pollack,  conger,  ling,  gurnard,  pouting,  whiting,  hake, 
crayfish,  cod  (best  16lb.),  crabs,  and  mackerel.  Mr. 
Hearn  had  taken  several  good  pollack  (best  lOlb.),  eighteen 
bream,  eight  whiting  (over  31b.  each),  a  conger  eel  (of 
201b.  3oz.),  and  many  other  fiah.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  had 
also  obtained  fair  sport,  and  mentioned  that  he  had  taken 
several  pollack  while  using  small  sea  bream  as  bait.  Mr. 
Mignot  mentioned  that  fresh  bait  was  best,  but  that  salted 
mussel  did  well— his  cod  of  13Jlb.  was  taken  on  the  latter 
— also  that  there  is  very  little  tide  at  Ballycotton,  and, 
therefore,  you  need  only  a  lead  of  about  2oz.,  and  found 
that  a  stiff  rod  was  not  good,  also  that  a  punt  of  about 
I4ft.  long  was,  in  his  opinion,  better  than  a  large  boat. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Graham,  fishing  off  the  pier  at  Southend,  found 
sport  very  poor,  only  small  whiting  of  about  3in.  lonf 
being  taken.  Mr.  Bates,  fishing  at  Lowestoft,  also  founc. 
sport  poor,  Mr.  Tucker  then  gave  some  exceedingly 
interesting  demonstrations  upon  the  opening  of  mussel 
for  salting  and  using  as  bait.  Several  members  endorsed 
Mr.  Tucker's  remarks  that  the  salted  mussel  is  v«ry 
useful  when  fresh  bait  or  worms  are  not  obtainable. 
Very  hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Tucker  for  his 
interesting  demonstrations  and  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.  Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

There  was  a  numerous  attendance  of  members,  when 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  was  voted  to  the  chair  for  the  ordinary 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  Some  matters  of  business  having 
been  dealt  with,  names  were  taken  of  those  going  down  to 
Leigh  to-day  for  the  outing,  and  a  good  party  was  made 
up.    The  tide  is  late,  and  the  anglers  will  not  be  ashore 
till  about  seven ;  but  thos*  who  wish  to  leave  early  will 
arrange  to  sail  to  the  pier  at  Southend.    One  gentleman 
was  nominated  for  membership.    Some  very  interesting 
fishing  reports  were  given,  Mr.  Parker  having  had  sport  in 
Wales  river  fishing,  and  off  the  coast  dabs,  whiting,  and 
lobsters.   Mr.  Hoyle  gave  a  very  entertaining  report  of 
his  holiday  experiences  in  Ireland,  he,  with  two  friends, 
taking  a  large  number  of  brown  and  sea  trout,  most  fish 
being  taken  with  the  large  Olive  QuUl,  his  brown  trout 
going  up  to  lib.  2oz.   Mr.  Page  was  responsible  for  a  very 
nice  tray  of  roach,  captured  in  private  waters.   He  had 
recently  five  enjoyable  days'  fishing  at  Brandon,  roach 
fishing,  and  one  day's  fairly  good  sport  at  Leigh,  amongst 
the  flatfish.    Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney,  no  trout  and  one  roach 
from  Chesham.    Mr.  Buckingham,  a  brace  of  trout  from 
Chesham  on  September  28,  weighing  21b.  9oz.  Mr. 
Wallington,  twenty-five  to  thirty  flatfish  from  Leigh.  Mr. 
Allen,  twenty-four  flatfish,  including  a  flounder  of  l^lb., 
from  Leigh.    He  also   visited  Yarmouth,  and  tried 
the  fishing  from  the  pier,  but  considered  it  a  little 
early  in  the  season  for  that  part  of  the  coast.  Mr. 
Clarke  visited  Leigh,    but  only  took  five  fish  on  a 
rough    day  ;    twenty-three  fiah   the    previous  week. 
Mr.    J.   H.    Walker    had    a    number  of  flatfish  on 
a  very  rough  day  at  Leigh,  and  these  were  mostly 
small  plaice.    Mr.  Gilbert,  roach  up  to  lilb.  from  private 
water.    Mr.  Eldred  hooked,  but  un..ortunately  lost,  two 
trout  at  Chesham.    Mr.  Basten  returned  from  Ireland, 
where  he  had  a  very  enjoyable  holiday  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Norman  and  others,  and  his  takes  of  fish  consisted  of 
the  following :  Two  dabs,  three  coalfish,  one  goby,  one 
shark  of  6Ib.  to  71b.,  107  bream  (largest  2ilb.),  forty-seven 
Eoad,  ten  wrasse,  sixteen  pollack  of  41b.  to  101b. ,  eleven 
conger  (largest  SJlb.),  two  ling,  forty-five  gurnard,  seven- 
teen pouting  (one  of    21b.  6oz.),  thirty-one  whiting 
(average  IJlb.),  two  hake,  one  cod  of  161b.,  one  crayfish 
of  71b.,  six  mackerel,  two  fair-sized  crabs  ;  a  total  of  305 
fish.   Mr.  Norman  had  not  fuU  particulars  of  his  captures, 
but  pretty  much  the  same  sport  was  experienced  as  Mr. 
Basten.    The  weather  was  fine,  but  not  good  for  fishing, 
the  winds  being  adverse  and  never  long  from  the  same 
quarter,  three  to  four  days  from  one  quarter  being 
necessary  to  make  the  fishing  good.    Mr.  Gibson  sent  in 
a  report  of  what  he  terms  his  (Usappointing  experience  as 
compared  with  last  October  in  the  same  district.  His 
best  fish  have  been  ll|.b.  pollack,  121b.  conger,  91b.  hake, 
31b.  bream,  and  31b.  3oz.  red  gurnard.    He  also  took  a 
sprinkling  of  many  other  kinds  of  fish,  including  forty-six 
pollack.    Certificates  of  Mr.  Gibson's  31b.  3oz.  red  gurnard 
and  Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickins'  141b.  pike  taken  in  Ireland 
have  been  duly  registerad.    Mr.  Franklin  has  presented  a 
very  handsome  silver  cup  to  the  society  to  be  competed  for 
next  year  by  those  taMng  specimen  fish,  both  trout  and 
coarse  fish,  with  the  fly  only,  from  any  of  the  society's 
waters.   The  closing  dinner  of  the  trout  fishing  season 
took  place  at  Chesham  on  Saturday  last.   It  was  a  fine 
day,  and  many  members  were  down,  some  taking  fish, 
notably  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Emery,  a  brace,  and  others 
hooking  and  losing  trout.   Mrs.  Priest  provided  a  very 
nice  little  dinn#,  which  was  much  enjoyed,  and  the  return 


to  town  was  made  at  the  close  of  what  has  proved  a  very 
successful  season.  The  item  on  the  programme  for  next 
Taesday  is  a  microscopical  evening,  and  the  assistance  of 
those  who  have  slides  of  interest  to  lend  is  now  bespoken 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Reeves.  J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec). 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  B.C. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
_Mr.  R.  Clay  tock  the  chair  at  Monday's  meeting  of 
this  society.  Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell,  fresh  from  a  holiday 
in  the  far  north,  gave  a  graphic  account  of  salmon  fishing 
he  had  had  on  the  Deveron.  During  his  stay  at  the  Fife 
Arms  Hotel  he  had  grand  weather,  but  not  from  an 
angling  point  of  view.  There  was  a  blazing  sun  and  cloud- 
less sky  the  whole  fortnight  he  was  away,  and,  as  a  result, 
sport  was  poor.  He  had  on  in  one  day  no  fewer  than  five 
salmon,  all  of  which  he  lost  through  their  being  lightly 
hooked.  The  fish  he  rose  came  exceedingly  short,  and  he 
only  managed  to  land  one  fine  fellow  (fresh  run),  weighing 
201b.  He  had,  however,  quantities  of  sea  and  other  trout. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  spoke  of  the  condition  of  the  Thames 
in  the  Sbepperton  district,  stating  that  in  10ft.  and  12ft. 
of  water  one  could  see  gudgeon  on  the  bottom.  No  wonder 
sport  had  been  bad.  There  had  not  been  a  single  decent 
catch  of  barbel  made  there,  so  far,  this  season,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  one  good  take  of  bream,  of  which  he  had 
not  been  able  to  glean  particulars,  the  "  bellows  "  had 
been  equally  unapproachable.  There  were  numbers  of 
large  roach  in  the  weeds,  and,  given  a  flush  of  water,  fish 
would  be  got.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had  had  coarse  fish  from 
the  Colne,  and  grayling  from  Hnngerford.  Mr.  H. 
Harden  also  had  grayling  from  the  last-named  place. 
Capt.  Hayward  Pinch  and  Mr.  Geo.  Smith  caught  a  nice 
lot  of  good  roach  at  Uxbri'dge  on  Saturday,  and  Mr. 
H.  W.  Taylor,  at  Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  took  a  pike  of 
161b.  Mr.  Preston  Gardner  gave  an  account  of  the 
wonderful  sport  he  had  had  at  Looe  amongst  sea  fish,  notes 
of  which  have  already  appeared  in  these  columns.  He 
spoke  of  the  171b.  pollack  and  181b.  coalfish  he  had  taken 
on  rod  and  line,  and  added  that  while  he  was  in  Cornwall 
he  landed  about  lOOOIb.  of  various  kinds  of  fish !  He 
mentioned,  too,  that  the  hotel  accommodation  was 
excellent,  the  charges  moderate,  the  boatmen  not  grasping, 
and,  what  was  more  to  the  point,  the  latter  were  teetotalers 
and  non-smokers !  Finally,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf 
exhibited  a  unique  cigar-case  made  of  leather,  showing  a 
new  style  of  decoration.  On  one  side  was  a  float,  line, 
and  hooked  fish,  and  on  the  other  a  scene  depicting  oyster 
dredging.  All  was  worked  in  colours,  and  was  a  sort  of 
lacquer  decoration.  It  was  presented  to  the  speaker  by 
an  old  pupil  of  his,  Mr.  Geo.  Collin,  the  Court  bookbinder 
of  Berlin,  who  had  carried  off  the  Grand  Prix  at  the  Paris 
Exhibition.  The  case  bore  a  suitable  inscription.  The 
work  was  much  admired  by  members  present,  and  the 
contents  of  the  case  were  freely  sampled  by  those  who 
know  and  appreciate  the  merits  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Z.'s 
particular  brand  of  Havannas.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  last ;  the  president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  vice-chairman.  After  the 
disposal  of  the  usual  routine  business  and  correspondence, 
an  application  for  enrolment  was  made  by  the  delegates 
from  the  North  Brixton  Gladstone  Angling  Club,  held  at 
the  club,  11,  St.  Mark's-road,  Camberwell,  starting  with 
thirty  members  ;  secretary,  Mr.  C.  Brown.  The  rules 
were  found  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  nature,  and  they  were 
duly  enrolled.  Another  new  society,  called  the  Putney 
Angling  Society,  requested  to  be  enrolled.  Their  head- 
quarters are  at  the  Cooper's  Arms,  High-street,  Putney,with 
twenty-eight  members  on  the  books,  and  Mr.  J.  Dunn  as 
secretary.  Rules  being  correct,  they  were  also  enrolled. 
A_  vacancy  occurring  on  the  general  committee,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Fitch,  of  the  Great  Northern  Brothers,  was  unanimously 
elected.  The  secretary  reported  result  of  Central  Re- 
stocking Fund  up  to  date.  Also  that  the  committee 
recommended  the  sum  of  £3  12s.  be  sent  as  a  donation  to 
the  T.A.P.S.,  which  was  agreed  to.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  ten  guineas  sent  a  few  weeks  ago.  A  new  visiting  list 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  societies  wishing  for  any 
alteration  to  be  made  are  requested  to  at  once  communicate 
with  the  secretary.  The  first  of  the  winter  series  of  visits 
on  the  Central  list  vrill  take  place  at  the  Izaak  Walton 
A.S.,  held  at  George  the  Fourth,  Brunswick-street, 
Hackney-road,  on  Wednesday,  17th  inst.  The  A.B.S. 
collecting  box  of  the  late  Enterprise  Rovers,  of  Totten- 
ham, was  handed  over,  and  found  to  contain  the  sum  of 
18s.  9Jd.  Several  matters  concerning  railway  concessions 
and  fishery  business  were  discussed  and  referred  to  the 
committee.  All  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade,  6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E. 


Woies  from  i^c  Woxtf). 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  left 
Balmoral  for  Mar  Lodge  on  Saturday,  on  a  short  visit  to 
the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife.  The  Prince  is  fond  of  an 
occasional  cast,  and  although  the  red  deer  "  on  the  braes 
o'  Mar  "  will  mainly  occupy  his  attention,  yet  he  likes  to 
spend  an  occasional  off  day  on  the  water  in  company  with 
his  favourite  daughter.  ____ 

Lord  Willowby  arrived,  per  Queen's  Messenger,  at 
BaUater  on  Sunday.  He  will  join  the  Glenmuick  party  in 
a  deer  drive,  but  will  spend  the  most  of  his  holiday  on  the 
river. 


Just  as  the  weekly  reports  were  being  despatched  last 
week,  with  their  monotonous  tale  of  gloom  and  drought, 
the  weather  conditions  changed,  the  rain  came  on,  and  the 
rivers  rose  from  2ft.  to  3ft.  The  autumn  piospects  were 
then  assured  for  the  finishing  month  at  least. 

The  revival  of  sport  on  the  Don  has  J>een  something 
unique,  and  a  veritable  boom  has  set  in  on  that  fine  back- 
end  stream.  On  the  lower  waters  four,  five,  and  six  fish 
are  quite  common  captures  to  some  anglers,  end  one  rod 
had  a  beauty  of  381b.— his  second  leviathan  this  year,  for 
he  creeled  a  40-pounder  a  couple  of  weeks  back. 

The  fly  is  working  well,  but  where  sport  is  thickest 
the  Phantom  and  Devon  are  the  most  fatal  lures. 


Lady  Sarah  Wilson,  of  Mafeking  fame,  along  with  her 
husband,  Captain  Gordon  Wilson,  has  been  enjoying  a 
well-earned  rest  at  Ballater  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and 
catching  trout  on  Loch  Muick.  They  left  with  the  Sunday 
mail  for  the  south.   

On  Monday  last  snow  fell  on  Ben  Nevis  and  the  higher 
hilts  down  to  the  2000ft.  level.  This  is  early,  but  it 
brought  the  needed  change,  and  broke  the  spell  of  drought, 
which  came  with  September  and  went  with  it. 

The  Duke  of  York  is  angling  on  the  Gordon  Castle 
waters  with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  and  a 
small  but  select  company  of  sportsmen — all  anglers  who 
have  been  specially  invited  to  meet  him.  He  is  now  meet- 
ing with  very  good  sport.  On  Saturday  H.R.H.  landed 
six  fish,  weighing  from  121b.  to  201b. ;  and  on  Monday  he 
caught  four,  the  heaviest  of  which  was  181b. 

The  Countess  of  Suffolk  has  rented  a  rod  on  the 
Muggiemoss  and  Grandholm  section  of  the  Don  from 
Mr.  P.  Malloch,  Perth,  who  has  made  a  good  thing  of 
these  waters  during  the  present  season,  the  first  time  for 
two  or  three  years  back.  _____ 

The  death  of  Lord  Esme  Gordon  is  another  blow  to  the 
Huntly  family.  He  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  Deeside,  an 
expert  angler  and  shot,  and  one  of  the  most  genial  and 
kind-hearted  of  men  one  could  desire  to  meet.  He  died  at 
Maidenhead,  a.nd  his  remains  were  interred  in  the  famUy 
burying  vault  in  the  Aboyne  Parish  Church  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  the  funeral  being  a  large  and  representative 
one.  — — 

At  a  meetini?  of  the  Tay  District  Board  at  Perth  last 
week  it  was  ajjreed  to  petition  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
to  alter  the  annual  close  time  for  net  fishing  by  a  week 
earlier  from  Feb.  4  to  Aug.  21,  both  dates  inclusive.  This 
arrangement  vi'ould  have  saved  thirteen  tons  of  salmon  at 
least  got  on  the  last  day  alone  this  year,  and  give  the  nets- 
men  a  week's  sipring  fishing  in  advance,  which  would  be 
more  acceptab'le.  Special  Scotch. 


Iptovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  our  clubs  are  now  very  busy  with 
their  bye  cont(3st8,  to  clear  away  the  prizes  left  from  their 
annual  contests,  and  also  fish  for  those  that  have  been 
presented  since.    Some  of  our  clubs  get  a  very  respectable 
show  of  prizes  for  the  winding  up  of  the  season,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  members  take  as  much  interest  in  these 
scratch  contests  or  scrambles  as  they  do  in  their  annual 
affairs,  as  it  is  always  the  rule  to  put  up  a  first  prize  of 
near  upon  the  value  of  £2  or  £3,  so  as  to  give  an  induce- 
ment to  the  members  of  the  clubs  to  turn  out  in  fuU  force. 
About  eight  ol'  these  bye  contests  were  held  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  last,  the  chief  amongst  which  was  that  of  the  St. 
Stephen's  Soci  ety.    This  club  is  always  on  the  look  out  for 
fresh  places  for  their  contests,  and  this  time  they  succeeded 
in  finding  a  place  known  as  Pixham  Ferry,  on  the  river 
Severn.    Thin  place  has  not  been  visited  before  for 
contests,  but  fi.'om  what  I  hear,  it  is  a  splendid  place  for 
large  contests  to  be  fished,  as  there  is  a  good  bank  where  400 
or  500  contestants  can  be  peggad-down  easily.  The  journey 
has  to  be  made'  from  Worcester  to  Pixham,  which  is  seven 
miles  by  a  sm.all  steamboat.    A  large  number  of  the 
members  and  their  friends  availed  theaiselves  of  the 
privilege  of  joining  in  the  outing,  which  but  for  the  heavy 
rain  would  have  been  more  than  pleasant,  but  the  heavy 
rain  which  fell  more  or  less  during  the  day  put  a  damper 
on  the  affair  and  made  the  outing  very  miserable.  Not- 
withstanding <  his,  the  cjntest  was  brought  off,  and  Mr. 
B.  Witton  Beci;ired  the  first  prize.   The  Harborne  Society 
fished  a  bye  coiotest  in  the  canal  at  Droitwich  on  Saturday 
afternoon  last  under  the  Association  rules,  when  only  two 
fish  were  taken,  by  Mr.  C.  Boden,  about  thirty-five  of 
the  other  members  being  water  beaten.     Three  other 
contests  were  iished  in  the  same  canal  at  Fernhill  Heath, 
but  no  fish  w(  ire  taken  heavy  enough  to  secure  a  prize. 
This  canal  hei  e  has  gone  to  the  bad  of  late,  and  is  not 
worth  fishing.    There  are  five  other  contests  to  be  decided 
at  this  place  oji  Oct.  7.    It  remains  to  be  seen  how  they 
will  get  on.   T  he  Salmon  Society  fished  their  bye  contest 
on  Sept.  30  at  Pershore,  when  Mr.  J.  Kingerley  was 
returned  the  w  inner ;  Mr.  D.  Kingerley,  second  ;  and  Mr. 
W.  Jcnes,  third.  The  Balsall  Heath  Britannia  fished  their 
bye  contest  on  Sept.  30  at  Alrewas,  Mr.  A.  Craven  first. 
Sport  has  not  1)een  very  brisk  on  the  Trent,  but  the  heavy 
rain  on  Sunday  last  has  done  some  little  good,  and  on 
Monday  last  some  few  anglers  had  decent  sport.    The  part 
of  the  river  at  JSing's  Bromley  which  is  rented  by  the  Tine 
Unity  Club  wai3  fished  on  Monday  last  by  some  half  dcien 
of  the  members,  and  some  very  fair  roach,  chub,  perch, 
and  grayling  wiare  t^ken  with  the  maggot,  several  of  the 
fish  being  weiglhed-in  for  the  specimen  prizes.    The  fray- 


278 


THE  FISHING  GAZEOTE 


[October  6,  1900 


EATON  &  OELLER 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(witli  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 

^S/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ^O/- 


DAI  SLATER 

Fishing  Taclde  Manufactnrer, 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 


THE  "CHAMPION" 
PIKE  ROD. 

Made  in  three  joints  of  selected 
Greenheart,  two  tops,  best  Uni- 
versal winch  fittings,  lOft., 
lift.,  or  12ft.  long. 

Price  21/-, 


THE  "  CLINTON " 
PIKE  REEL 

Centre  pin  action,  optional 
check,  in  selected  polished 
walnut. 


_ 


j4 
716 


5  inches 
3/6  each, 


"SPECIAL"  PIKE  LINES. 

Eight-plait,  fine,  but  exceptionally  strong. 
100  yards.    Price  7/6. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue, 
Post  Free. 


SEA  TROUT  &  SALMON  FISHERS 

WANTED  TO  TRY  MY 

GREENHEART  RODS. 

Perfect  balance,  with  Cork  handles,  best  solid 
winch  fittings,  German  silver  snake  rings, 
doable  brazed,  and  revolving  top  ring.  In  three 
pieces,  and  in  partitioned  bag.  14ft.,  35/-; 
15ft.,  40/-;  16ft.,  45/-;  17ft.,  50/-;  17ft.  6in., 
65/-;  18ft.,  60/-.  Both  for  ease  and  length  of 
cast  these  Bods  cannot  be  equalled.   If  not  to 

purchasers'  expectations  money  returned. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  of  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


See  Assbebs: 

THOIYIAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN  STEEET,  COCKEEMOUTH. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIEr 
KINTG'S 

NATURAL  BAIT? 

25  YEAES'  test  has  proved  it  to  be 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  aU  fish 
taking  a  paste  bait.  Two  colours.  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALEES,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  157 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PRESIDENT:  Sir  EDWABD  BIBSBEOK,  Bart 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  B^XLWAYS 

■  St  OCTOBER  to  3i8t  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS   AT   FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Eestaurant  Frascati,  Oxford- street, 
London. 

AU  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Chablbs 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 


GRAYLING  FLIES 

A  SPECIALITY. 

All  the  best  killing  patterns,  winged  or 

hackled,  In  stock,  1/6  per  doz. 
Tapered  Casts,  9d.  each ;  Drawn 
Casts,  6d.,  8d.,  and  Is. 

FXAI     n  Al    ET    Angler  and 
•   WW  ■         ^      "I  Ply  Dresser, 
HANLEY,  STAFFS. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  use.   Weight,  Soz,  to  lOoz 

BOOTH'8  FiVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d  ,  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle,  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  Fishins  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  K0D,3-joint, 
balance  candle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12o2. 
Price,  10ft.,  4s.  9d. ;  lO^ft.,  SB.  4d.  ;  lift.,  5s.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  iA. 

Finest  Undrawn  Out,  first  quality,  20in.,  3b.  6d. 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  ISin.,  first 
quality,  3s.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


B  O  O  TEC, 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Got  Merchant, 


I  ANDERSONS*  gold  medal  WADERS  1  f  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADE«S 


s 


The  "HAMPSHIRE" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Made  In  Five  Qualities. 


The 

"  BUCKLAND  " 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  k  ANDERSON,  V^- 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers), 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 

And  at  CARDIFF,  8.  QUEEN  STREET. 
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LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKIWe. 

Trout,   Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Tench,  Roach,  Carp,  Dace, 
Rudd,   Gudgeon,   Minnows,   &c.,   supplied  by 

THOMAS  FORO, 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 


LISTS  FREE. 


BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  DELIVERY. 


N.B.  -  SPECIAL    LINES  in  GRAYLING,  RAIN- 
BOWS, and  CARP. 
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ling  are  rieiDg  well  to  the  fly.  Bream  are  still  biting  freely 
in  the  Avon,  and  some  good  catches  up  to  801b.  have  been 
had.  On  the  Hampton  Lnoy  water  above  Stratford  some 
fine  sport  hag  been  had  by  a  few  of  the  Birmingham  anglers. 
A  charge  of  2a.  6d.  per  day  is  made,  but  the  water  is  strictly 
preserved,  and  as  a  consequence  sport  on  the  average  is  good, 
and  heavy  catches  are  the  rule.  Sport  at  Pershore  has 
been  very  quiet  lately,  but  the  recent  rains  will  no  doubt 
improve  matters.  The  Stour,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Avon  near  to  Stratford,  has  been  fished  by  the  members 
of  the  Sparkbrook  Club,  and  some  very  good  sport  has 
bsen  obtained  amongst  the  bream,  roach,  and  chub. 
Boaoh  have  been  taking  the  paste  on  the  Severn,  but  very 
little  has  been  done  in  the  lower  reaches.  Above  Bridge- 
north  sport  has  been  fairly  good.  The  canal  at  Stoke 
Golding  is  just  now  in  good  order  ;  several  pike  have  been 
noticed  on  the  feed.  Our  other  canals  have  not  been 
patronised  much,  as  sport  has  been  very  poor.  A  meeting 
of  the  Provincial  Angling  Aasooiation  wUl  be  held  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  13,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield.  Chair  taken  at  six  o'clock  prompt ;  the 
committee  will  meet  at  four  o'clock.  Chair  taken  by  Mr. 
T.  Coles,  president. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  has  been  no  rain  in  the  Pen  district  for  several 
weeks,  and  angling  is  consequently  getting  from  bad  to 
worse.  On  some  of  the  drains  the  waters  are  as  clear  as 
gin,  and  roach  fishing  is  a  matter  of  some  difiioulty.  It 
haa  required  great  patience  to  capture  51b.  or  61b.  of  fish, 
and  this  has  only  been  done  where  due  regard  has  been 
paid  to  ground  baiting.  Bream  fishing  is  a  thing  of  the 
past,  but  sundry  tench  of  weighty  proportions  continue  to 
be  captured  on  the  middle  reaches.  Trolling  is  most 
unremnnerative,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  weeds  j  but 
where  better  conditions  have  prevailed,  notably  on  the 
Welland,  a  few  pike  weighing  np  to  61b.  have  been 
captured.  In  this  dry  time  roach  fishermen  will  probably 
find  the  Mount  Pleasant  and  Forty-foot  drains  as  good  as 
any ;  but  a  soaking  rain  is  required  to  improve  the  prospect 
all  round. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  our  local  societies  are  now  busy  winding  up 
their  match  fishing  season,  and  during  the  past  week 
several  competitions  have  taken  place  on  various  waters 
and  during  next  week,  being  Hull  Fair  week,  the  majority 
will  have  been  decided.    On  Oct.  11  the  Hull  Town  and 
County  Association  wUl  be  at  work  on  the  river  Ludd  • 
whilst  on  the  same  day  the  Eiver  Hull  Society  will  draw 
conclusions  on  the  Hull,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Swing 
Bridge.   Amongst  those  that  have  decided,  the  Central 
Hull  Association  visited  the  latter  place,  and  met  with 
very  good  sport,  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall  securing  the  first 
prize  with  61b.  lOoz.  of  fine  dace  (his  best  single  fish 
scaling  12Joz.),  the  next  two  winners  being  Messrs  S 
Marling  and  W.  J.  Barker.    The  Stoneferry  Angling 
Society  also  wound  up  their  season  on  the  Hull  at 
Wawneferry,  Mr.  W,  J.  Cox  weighing-in  21b.  8|cz.  for  the 
lirst  prize,  Mr.  J .  Gould  closely  following,  with  21b  8oz 
for  second,  and   Mr.  W.  C.  Cox,  with   21b.  4|oz,' 
for   ttiud.    The   Kingston  Angling  Club  also  fished 
an  off   match    on   the  river  at   Brigham    for  some 
remaining  prizes,  Mr.  C.  H.  Hall,  jun.,  carrying  off  the 
first  prize  with  21b.  8ioz.    The  Hull  Ramblers  fished  their 
last  match  of  the  season  on  the  river  Ancholme  at  Brigg 
Mr.  L.  S.  Ewbank  taking  first  prize  with  21b.  ll^oz.  • 
Messrs.  Edwin  Wilcox  and  L.  Ewbank  coming  in  second 
aad  third.    The  Derringham  Club  also  decided  theirs  at 
ttie  same  place,  Messrs.  A.  Dixon,  W.  Eiston,  and  John 
Thoipa  securing  the  first  three  prizes.    Mr.  Dixon  was 
also  the  winner  of  a  special  prize  for  the  heaviest  roach  • 
and  this  being  the  last  match  of  the  Hull  Ramblers,  Mr' 
B.  Wilcox  becomes  the  winner  of  the  society's  gold  medal 
for  1900  for  most  points  daring  the  season.    The  Newing- 
ton  St.  George's  Angling  Society  also  drew  conclusions  on 
the  Ancholme  at  Horkstow  Bridge,  but  the  day  in 
question  being  very  rough,  only  moderate  sport  was 
anticipated,    and    Mr.    Thomas    Chester    topped  the 
prize-winners  with  21b.  5Joz.,  Messrs.  J.  Rea  and  J.  Tate 
securing  the  next  two  with  under  lib.  of  fish  each.  Mr. 
Chester  is  the  winner  of  the  gold  medal  for  most  points 
auiiQg  the  season.    Several  matches  have  also  been 
decided  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  amongst  which 
the  Hull  City  Corporation  Employee's  Club  fished  theirs 
at  Newport,  but  only  met  with  very  meagre  sport,  Mr. 
O.  H.  Clarkson  taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  14ioz 
Messrs.  A.  Giayson  and  E.  Gledhill  taking  the  next  two  • 
Mr.  0.  H.  Clarkson  has  also  been  successful  in  winningthe 
club  8  gold  medal  for  most  points,  and  Mr.  S.  Grayson  the 
best  aggregate  prize  for  the  year.    The  Royal  Oak  Angling 
Society  also  fished  their  match  at  the  same  place  Messrs 
^-  J^o^bin  being  the  first  three  win- 
ners.  The  Progressives  also  closed  their  season  at  the  same 
place,  Messrs.  J.  Cox,  O.  Poulson,  and  W.  Eggot  winning 
the  firat  three  prizes  ;  and  on  Oct.  7  the  Osborne  Associa- 
tion tish  their  last  match  in  the  same  neighbourhood.  Some 
very  good  sport  is  now  being  obtained  in  most  parts  of 
the  nver  Hull,  especially  amongst  roach;  and  in  the  tidal 
wa,ters  at  Wawne  and  Donswell  some  very  fair  catches  are 
being  made  with  paste.    On  Saturday  last  Mr.  J.  Cheese- 
man  took  some  very  nice  fish  with  paste,  which  included  a 
bream  of  lib.  9Joz.,  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wawne. 
Both  at  Ciceyand  Gibraltar  roach  up  to  lib.  each  are  being 
taken.   Good  sport  is  also  now  being  had  at  Tetney  Lock 
ana  Austm  Fen,  on  the  river  Ludd,  amongst  roach,  perch 
and  eels,  and  during  the  week  some  very  good  fish  have 
been  caught,  especially  of  the  latter  two,  and  a  perch  was 
taken  near  to  Thoresby  Bridge,  on  Tuesday,  that  scaled 
close  upon  21b. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  members  of  the  Stanley  Arms  A.S  ,  Leigh,  wound 
op  a  successful  season  on  Saturday  last  for  deferred  prizes 
trom. various  sourcies.    Sport  was  very  fair,  seventy-six 


fish  being  taken.    The  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  F. 
Thorne,  W.  Rothwell,  J.  Cartwright,  J.  Dawson,  Sam 
Cartwright,  J.  Collier,  and  J.   T.  Cartwright  and  J. 
Cntchley  tied.    The  St.  Helens  Anglers  are  due  in 
Cheshire,  at  a  well-known  mere,  to  fish  their  next  match. 
The  Earl  of  Bradford  A.S.  fished  their  closing  match  at 
Worsley  on  Saturday  last.    The  report  says,  "  All  were 
satisfied,  the  prizes  going  for  good  weights."    The  first 
three  prizes  went  to  Messrs.  Wm.  Roscoe,  Ed.  Fletcher, 
and   James   Wolsoncroft.    The  Cadiahead   and  Irlam 
Anglers   held  their    continuation  angling   contest  on 
Saturday  last.     Sport  was  poor,  but  the  six  prizes 
left  from  the  22nd  were  won  by  Messrs.  M.  Johnson, 
R.  Morris,  G.  Unsworth,  Morton,  Pickwick,  and  Bates 
'The  Urmston  and  Flixton  A.S.  had  a  disappointment  in 
their  cup  competition  on  Saturday  last,  for  after  fishing 
the  allotted  time  it  was  found  the  cup  had  not  been  won 
Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  T.  Whiting  lately  from  their 
waters_  took  six  tench,  141b.  4oz.,  largest  31b.  4|oz.  The 
cup  will  be  fished  for  again,  simultaneously  with  the 
consolation  match  which  was  previously  arranged.  The 
conamittee  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  fished 
their  match  last  Saturday  at  Heatley,  and  were  favoured 
with  the  presence  of  the  mayor,  town  clerk,  and  Coun- 
cillor Greening.    After  three  hours  of  a  roving  contest, 
the  winners  of  prizes  were  Messrs.  J.  A.  Porter,  J. 
Bancroft,  T.  Nixon,  E.  Gilbert.  W.  H.  Gandy,  and  F.  J. 
Emson;  winning  weight,  15oz  9dr.    After  the  match  the 
competitors  and  friends  dined  together,  and  spent  a  social 
evening  at  the  Green  Dragon.    The   rearing  ponds 
are  complete,  and  have  received  10,000  young  trout, 
which  eventually  will  be  turned  adrift  in  the  Bollin. 
A  roach  of  lib.  4Joz.  is  recorded  from  the  Gowy  by  Mr. 
J .  Taylor,  and  lOIb.  of  roach  from  the  Bridgewater  Canal 
by  another  member,  and  several  roach  from  the  Weaver, 
at  "  Dutton  Bottoms."    Mr.  T.  Driver  writes  to  say  their 
keeper  at  Poynton  reports  the  canal  is  now  fishing  well, 
and  roach  from  Jib.  to  lib.  have  been  taken,  and  several 
pike  up  to  51b.    About  twenty  local  rods  were  at  Carlisle 
last  week  end,  and  report  good  sport  amongst  chub  and 
dace,  with  a  few  trout  to  complete  the  baskets.  From 
Budwotth,  a  mere  much  frequented  by  Lancashire  anglers, 
some  good  sport  ia  reported.    A  great  many  bream  have 
been  caught,  but  not  large,  21b.  being  about  the  top.  Mr 
Bostock,  13Jlb.  and  SJlb.  A  pike  of  51b.  is  also  mentioned. 
The  annual  dinner  given  to  the  farmers  by  the  King- 
fishers was  a  most  enjoyable  function,  and,  as  usual,  gave 
great  pleasure.    More  of  these  events  would  tend  to 
make  farmers  and  fishermen  better  friends. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  City  Juvenile  Anglers  fished  their  second  match  at 
Northwich  on  Sept.  30.    The  secretary  reports  very  poor 
sport,  but  the  following  secured  prizes :   Messrs.  J 
Mather.  A.  Bent,  and  A.  Turner.    The  Merry  Anglers 
fished  their  third  match  at  Northwich  in  the  Weaver,  and 
report  very  good  sport.     The  prizes  were  awarded  to 
Messrs.  B.  Marshall,  R.  Hughes,  R.  Yates,  W.  Edwards 
W.  Down,  J.  Wagetaff,  and  G.  Yates.    The  Ardwiek 
A.S.  disposed  of  a  "  social  "  in  gallant  fashion,  on  which 
occasion  they  discovered  a  lot  of  latent  talent  amongst  the 
members.    The  Good  Intent  A.S.  (Manchester)  start  a 
new  financial  year  on  Oct.  8,  when  officers,  &c.,  will  be 
elected.   At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Union  Chapel  A.S. 
toe   following  were  declared  the  first  four  in  their 
annual  championship  for  1900  :  Messrs.  L.  King,  C.  E 
HenshaU,  L.  Needham,  and  B.  Birtles.  Messrs.  Leigh  and 
Hammond  report  good  sport,  roach,  from  Pickmere,  and 
the  secretary  a  good  catch  of  roach  and  dace  from  the  Dee 
at  Bangor.    On  the  8th  they  intend  arranging  the  winter 
programme  of  social  evenings.     The  Bradford  Total 
Abstinence  Angling  Club  fished  their  third  match  on 
Saturday  last  at  Strines.    All  season's  matches  have  been 
well  attended,  averaging  forty  per  match,  and  sport  has 
ruled  fair  all  through.    The  Duke  of  Cambridge  A  S. 
wound  up  the  season  with  a  match  last  week-end  at 
Northwich.   The  following  took  prizes  :  Messrs.  B  Sulli- 
van, D.  Parkyn,  H.  Marland,  J.  Aikers,  H.  Berry,  L 
Ankers  and  L.  Shofield  tied,  and  J.  Mellor.    The  Sun 
A.S.  closed  the  season  at  Poynton,  when  the  following 
secured  prizes  :  Messrs.  W.  Dyson,  sen.,  W.  Dyson,  jun 
T.  Hassall,  E  Nixon,  J.  Wood,  J.  Stofford  and  T.  Aeh- 
worth  tied,  Dykes,  and  Harrop.    W.  Dyson  took  special 
for  heaviest  fiah.    A  new  club  has  been  formed  in  this 
pity,  aid  will  be  called  "  The  Thirty  Club."    Mr.  S.  Teale 
IS  the  hon  sec. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Sport  has  been  rather  poor  in  this  district  lately.  It  is 
true  that  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  wtat  with 
shooting,  electioneering,  and  other  matters.  Bream  are 
not  feedmg  well,  except  in  the  Wensum  immediate  to 
Norwich.  Lower  down  stream  the  water  is  very  clear,  and 
the  fish  are  quite  off  the  feed.  On  the  Bure  things  are 
not  much  better,  although  this  river  is  in  somewhat 
better  order  than  the  Yare.  On  the  upper  Wensum,  on 
Sept.  24,  two  fine  bream  were  taken  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Kett 
of  Norwich.  These  fish  weighed  61b.  and  71b.  IBoz.  each' 
and  were  a  very  fine  brace. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Goose  Fair  holidays  are  being  celebrated,  and 
to-morrow  (Sunday)  night  witnesses  the  wind  up  of  the 
summer  season,  so  far  as  the  weighing-in  of  specimen  fish 
at  the  various  clubs  is  concerned.  The  Trent,  since  our 
last,  has  undergone  a  slight  rise,  and  barbelling  may  be 
regarded  as  over,  though  occasional  fish  will  possibly  be 
taken  with  greaves,  used  on  ledgering  tackle.  Pike 
enthusiastB  have  been  landing  good  fiah  at  Wilford  and 
Olifton,  and  as  seon  as  the  weeds  disappear  sport  will 
J®"®'^-  Shardlow,  whiUt  trying  for  barbel, 
Mr.  S  Wallis,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  caught  a 
grandly-proportioned  trout  of  the  Loch  Leven  species  (one 
of  the  consignment  placed  in  the  fishery  last  year) 
weighing  3Jlb.    But  for  swallowing  the  bait  it  would  have 


been  returned.  On  the  Cavendish  Bridge  stretch,  Mr  W 
Birks  has  creeled  a  nice  basket  of  big  roach  with  stewed 
wheat,  which  has  accounted  for  substantial  bags  at  Clifton 
Radchffe  Deep,  Rolleston,  and  Kelham.  Members  of  the 
Sutton  and  Carlton  Piscatorial  Association  have  engaged  in 
their  final  competition  of  the  season  in  their  waters  at 
Sutton-on  Trent.  The  committee  gave  nine  valuable 
prizes  to  be  competed  for,  and  these  were  won,  in  the  order 
named,  by  Messrs.  8.  Shaw,  T.  Sumners,  jun.,E  Shipley 
J.  Houlton,  W.  Day,  W.  Warbnrton,  J.  Beadley  W 
Stanley,  and  W.  Wallhead.  The  association  is  a  deserving 
young  body,  and  one  that  has  been  formed  for  the 
pnroose  of  taking  over  the  rights  of  angling  from  Carlton- 
on-Trent  down  to  Normanton,  with  a  view  of  stopping  the 
netting  which  had  for  so  long  been  carried  on  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  local  railway  travnlling  cards  for  the 
winter  campaign,  commencing  on  Monday,  may  now  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  the  manager.  Early  apolioa- 
tion  by  club  secretaries  is  respsctfally  solicited.  Chub 
on  the  river,  are  still  taking  wasp  grubs,  and  fair  bags  of 
dace  continue  to  be  obtained  with  gentles. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
A  good  fall  of  rain  and  then  settled  weather  is  what  our 
anglers  are  desiring,  as  sport  continues  very  poor  indeed 
Ground-bait  is  used  far  too  freely  and  indiscriminately 
and  in  the  sluggish  waters  of  the  Lincolnshire  district 
much  harm  has  bean  done  to  the  fishing  and  the  waters 
also,  the  stench  in  some  places  being  horrible.    From  all 
parts  come  reports  of  very  indifferent  sport,  and  a  catch  of 
a  few  pounds— such  as  one  individual  had  from  the  Trent 
—amounted  to  more  than  the  whole  catch  of  the  anglers 
out  in  that  district  that  day.  A  good  illustration  of  this  is 
given  by  the  results  of  a  team  competition  at  Crowle  on 
Monday.  There  were  eighty-four  teams  of  four  each  com- 
petinir  and  yet  the  team  at  the  top  of  the  list  only  scaled 
lib.  Ibi  z.,  of  which  lib.  5oz.  was  accounted  for  by  one 
man.    The  takes  were  very  small  indeed,  and  a  man 
fortunate  enough  to  catch  one  or  two  fish  of  fair  size  was 
safe  for  a  prize,  two  men  who  tied  at  5Joz  each  beine 
eligible.  ^ 
WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  had  a 
smokirg  concert  in  the  new  and  extensive  club-room  at 
the  Berkeley  Arms  Hotel,  Bank-street,  on  Friday  evening 
last.    Alderman  Walter  Caldioott  made  a  capital  chair- 
man,  and  kept  the  company  lively  all  the  evening.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  of  members,  the  room  being  well 
filled  up  to  the  dos>r.    The  songs  rendered  by  Messrs 
Harris,  Fletcher,  Phillips,  Hyall,  Hartland,  Abbott,  and 
Lingford  were  excellent,  and  the  comic  songs  given  by 
J.  Gough  caused  roars  of  laughter  and  applause.  Mr. 
Harber  presided  at  the  pianoforte  most  efficiently  The 
secretary,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  was  very  busy,  and  had 
everything  well  arranged;  and  during  the  interval  the 
prizes  won  at  the  late  inter-olub  contest  were  presented  to 
the  successful  competitors.    The  prizes  comprised  cash 
reds,  boots,  casks  of  beer,  fishing  tackle,  china,  bottles  of 
wbieky,  &c.,  each  of  which  was  supplemented  with  cash 
given  by  the  association.  Mr.  T.  Williams  took  the  premier 
prize  and  medal;  W.  Hill,  2Qd;  A.  Baylis,  3-d-  J 
Monkland,  4th;  A.  Proberts,  5:h  ;  E.  Cotterell  6th'-  j' 
8iers,7th;  H.  Knight,  8th;  H.  Whitwell,  9ch  :  H.  HoW 
10th;  T.  Abbott,  11th;  S.  Wildiy,  12th;  T.  Murphy 
13th ;  T.  Phillips.  14th  ;  T.  D  >lphin,  15ih.  The  chairman 
expressed  the  great  pleasure  he  felt  at  being  present  at  so 
good  and  enthusiastic  a  meeting,  and  to  know  that  the 
association  was  doing  such  good  work  in  educating  their 
members  to  a  high  standard,  allowing  only  fair  angling, 
preventing  the  taking  of  imma'ure  fish,  and  strictly  pre - 
hibiting  the  taking  of  fish  daring  the  fence  months,  which 
must  have  a  tendency  to  increase  sport  and  improve  the 
fishing  in  the  river.    After  the  prizes  were  distiibuted, 
the  chairman  proposed  the  health  of  the  prize  winners  to 
which  Mr.  E.  Cotterell  replied  and  proposed  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  prize  donors.    The  president,  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs,  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Alderman 
Caldicott  for  presidin?,  to  which  the  chairman  replied,  and 
expressed  the  interest  he  felt  in  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Associatic  n  and  wished  it  success.    Many  anglers 
have  been  out,  but  sport  was  very  slow  in  all  the  rivers 
the  water  being  very  low  and  fine.    The  Berkeley  Arms 
had  a  contest  at  Kempsey,  but  only  two  prizes  were  taken  • 
Mr.  Martin,  1st  (31b.  3^  <z ) ;  Mr.  C.  Langford,  2nd 
(31b.  3dr. ).    The  Working  Men's  Club  fished  a  contest  at 
Pershore,  and  here  only  three  prizes  were  taken  :  A.  Pitt 
Ist  (lib.  5J  z  ) ;  H.  Glover,  2nd;  J.  Morgan,  3rd.  Pike 
fishing  has  not  been  very  good.    J.  Bowen,  of  the  Sabrina 
Club,  caught  three  at  Defford  in  the  Avon,  and  several 
siosle  fish  were  taken,  all  small  in  size.    Messrs.  Wing- 
field  and  Thrift  had  a  few  brace  of  nice  grayling,  but  they 
are  not  moving  well,  the  water  being  so  exceedingly  low, 
nor  will  much  be  done  in  this  district  uniil  we  get  rain. 
FROM  YORK  AND  DiSTRlCT. 
The  York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  held 
the  secor  d  competition  for  the  year  1900  in  the  Fulford 
Ings  on  Srpt.  29.   All  the  thirty-nine  members  who  had 
entered  turned  up.    A  strong  wind,  which  disturbed  the 
water— which,  moreover,  was  deeply  coloured— was  against 
the  prospects  in  the  more  exposed  parts  at  the  start,  but 
the  wind  died  down  in  the  course  of  half  an  hour,  and  all 
went  well.    Captain  Key,  J.  P. ,  president  of  the  amalgama- 
tion, \«ho,  with  Mr.  J.  6.  Batcher,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  had 
generously  subscribed  to  the  sport,  was  present.  '  The 
total  weight  of  fish  caught  was  421b.  2|'z.,  towards  which 
the  ten  prize-winners  contributed  231b.  13Joz  ,  thus  proving 
themselves  the  bjsst  by  averaging  21b.  5i  >?..  to  the  twenty- 
nine  losers  average  of  lOJtz.    The  catch  consisted  chiefly 
of  roach  and  dace.    Every  competitor  caught  fish,  but  six 
did  not  weigh-in.    W.  Hardcastle  (St.  Lawrence)  headed 
the  winners  with  a  catch  weighing  31b.  12oz.,  the  prize 
being  263.    The  City  of  York  Club  went  to  Aldwark 
Bridge  for  their  third  match  of  the  season  on  Sept.  29.  J. 
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Smurthwaite  led  the  principal  winners,  his  fish  weighing 
81b.2oz. ;  A.  Hunter,  51b.  5ioz.,  was  second  ;  and  J.  Atkin- 
son, 41b.  4-)z. ,  third.  The  special  prize  for  the  largest  fish  was 
won  by  Mr.  A.  Neil  with  a  very  fine  roach.  The  York 
Central  A  C.  fished  their  first  match  at  Linton-on-Ouse. 
The  water  was  very  thick,  and  a  bad  catch  resulted.  The 
heaviest  weight  of  fish  secured  was  taken  by  J.  Howell, 
21b.  lOoz.  He  also  secured  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish, 
the  six  heaviest,  and  the  best  roach.  The  York  Stonegate 
A.A.  visited  East  Cottingwith,  when  ten  prizes  were  won, 
the  first  by  A.  Whitehead,  21b.  5oz.  The  Rose  and  Crown 
A.C.  held  their  second  match  on  Sept.  23  at  Newton-ou- 
Derwent.  The  first  prize-winner  was  T.  Horwell,  followed 
by  Messrs.  Walsh  and  Harvey.  The  above  winners 
weighed-in  within  Joz.  of  each  other  for  the  largest  fish — 
a  strange  coincidence. 


[Tr«  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

THE  ANNIVERSARY  OF  TRAFALGAR. 

Sib, — 1  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  on  Oct.  21 
next,  the  anniversary  of  Trafalgar,  the  Navy  League  will 
again,  at  in  years  past,  deposit  memorial  wreaths  at  the 
base  of  the  monument  of  Britain's  great  admiral. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  French  and  English  soldiers  and 
sailors  are  to-day  fighting  shoulder  to  shoulder  against 
barbarism,  my  committee  deem  it  necessary  to  reiterate, 
as  they  have  never  failed  to  do  since  this  annual  ceremony 
was  resumed,  that  the  celebration  is  in  no  sense  intended 
for  the  glorification  of  the  signal  victory  over  gallant  foe- 
men  vouchsafed  to  our  arms  in  1805,  hut  solely  to  impress 
upon  our  fellow  countrymen  throughout  the  world  that 
our  national  existence  is  dependent  upon  the  command  of 
the  sea,  and  that  such  command  can  only  be  insured,  not 
by  ships  and  guns  alone,  but  by  the  resolve  of  the  entire 
nation  to  lay  to  heart  the  lesson  of  Nelson's  life  and  death 
— unswerving  devotion  to  duty. — I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  H.  Setmodr  Trowee 

(Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Navy  League). 

13,  Victoria-street,  London,  S  W. 

IRISH  FISHBBIE8  COMMISSION. 

Dear  Sir,— The  announcement  that  the  last  public  sitting 
of  the  Irish  Inland  Fisheries  Commission  wag  recently 
held  in  the  Four  Courts,  Dublin,  has  caused  widespread 
dissatisfaction  and  disappointment  amongst  fishery  pro- 
prietors, lessees,  and  anglers  generally  along  the  Shannon 
from  Castleconnell  to  Athlone,  a  distance  of  over  Siventy 
miles.  What  the  different  interests  mentioned  complain 
most  of  is  that  the  Commission  did  not  hold  courts  of 
inquiry  higher  up  the  Shannon  than  Limerick,  which  is  a 
hot-bed  of  net  monopolists,  who  rule  the  wave  pn  the 
estuary  of  the  Shannon,  where  the  salmon  and  grilse  are 
slaughtered  by  the  ton  in  season  and  out  of  season.  Had 
the  Commission  been  pleased  to  sit  at  Killaloe  they  could 
have  received  important  and  reliable  evidence  as  to  how 
the  salmon  fisheries  of  the  Shannon  are  being  ruined  by 
over-netting  in  the  lower  waters,  and  the  want  of  preser- 
vation in  the  middle  and  upper  waters,  where,  in  the 
spavraing  season,  adult  fish  are  made  away  with  in  vast 
quantities,  and  salmon  fry  massacred  wholesale  in  the  open 
day.  I  ask,  is  this  horrible  state  of  things  to  go  on  for 
ever  on  the  Shannon  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe.   S.  J.  Hurley. 

SOME  NOVELTIES  FROM  MESSRS.  CARTER 
AND  CO. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  notice  of  last  week  re  our  "  Novel 
ties"  mention  was  made  of  the  "Bates"  Sea  Hook. 
You  said  these  hooks  were  made  both  eyed  and  plain,  in 
sizes  from  6  to  8.    This  should  have  been  "  from  6  to  8°.'j 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  this  correction.- 
am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 

F.  Clat  (for  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.) 


MY  "FORMOSA"  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — This  is  more  than  I  could  have  dared 
to  hope  for,  and  I  must  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Carter 
Platts  for  the  attention  he  has  continued  to  call  to  my 
article  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  8  last, 
seeing  by  this  means  it  has  brought  so  particularly 
before  the  public  a  matter  which  I  consider  of  the  highest 
importance  to  the  anglers  for  trout  on  the  Thames.  This 
was,  that  their  scarcity  condemns  the  practice  of  "  live 
baiting."  Though  I  only  threw  out  the  suggestion  in  a 
casual  manner,  his  remarks  must  necessarily  have  placed 
the  subject  most  prominently  in  the  minds  of  those 
concerned.  I  hope  that  the  extra  "  harrowing  and 
rolling  "  he  has  given  it  will  lend  greater  cultivation  to 
the  seed  I  have  scattered.  By  the  bye,  Sir,  will  it  be 
necessary  to  explain  that  "harrowing  and  rolling"  are 
agricultural  terms  ?  No  !  Well,  very  good  ;  but  I  must 
mind  my  "  stops,"  not  forgetting  "  locks,"  as  the  man  in 
the  3tr.;et — or  on  the  river  is,  perhaps,  more  appropriate 
— would  say.  There  is  one  matter,  however,  I  do 
strongly  object  to,  and  that  is,  that  he  should  write  what 
he  thinks  I  meant  to  write.  This  he  does  in  a  letter 
published  by  you  in  your  last  issue.  What  I  wrote  in  my 
letter  which  appeared  on  the  2l8t  ult.  I  meant,  and  what 
I  msant  I  wrote.  I  was  going  to  use  the  word  "said," 
but  forewarned  is  forearmed,  and  I  am  quite  content,  not- 
withstanding his  irritation,  to  let  it  stand  as  it  is.  _  This 
lesson — and  I  hope  I  am  not  too  old  or  too  egotistical  to 
learn — has  shown  me  how  necessary  it  is  that  a  writer 
cannot  be  too  elaborate  in  his  descriptions.  Yet  I  would 
not  have  believed  that  such  density  could  have  existed 
unless  I  had  direct  evidence  of  the  faot.   I  trust  that  Mr 


Carter  Platts  does  not  live  in  a  "  glass-house, "_  if  he  is  a 
correspondent,  or  only,  like  mysslf,  an  occasional  corre- 
spondent to  different  periodicals,  or  he  may  some  day, 
perhaps,  regret  that  he  ventured  to  "  throw  stones."  I 
think  you  will  join  me  in  saying  that  no  man  is  infallible. — 
Yours  truly,    Pheasant  Tail. 

HONOUR  TO  WHOM  HONOUR  IS  DUE. 
(Dyed  Quill  for  Salmon  Fly  Bodies.) 
Sir, — If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  will  refer  to  the 
issues  of  your  valuable  journal  for  July  28,  Aug.  11,  and 
Sept.  1,  1888,  they  will  find  all  about  the  introduction  to 
the  notice  of  the  public  of  salmon  flies  made  with  quill 
bodies,  and  "  with  what  we  have  christened  translucent 
bodies ;  "  and  perhaps  you  may  still  have  by  you  the 
samples  of  flies  dressed  with  quill_ bodies  by  Miss  Fleming 
that  I  sent  to  you,  and  which  received  your  approval. 

In  your  notice  of  my  invention,  or  perhaps  I  should  say 
adaptation,  you  were  good  enough  to  say,  "  In  our  opinion. 
Major  Leslie  has  made  what  will  prove  to  salmon  anglers 
a  most  useful  discovery,"  and  that  "  tha  flies  dressed  with 
dyed  quill  bodies  by  Miss  Fleming,  Bendooragh,  Bally- 
money,  are  most  attractive  in  every  way." — I  am,  &c  , 

F.  M.  Leslie. 
[We  are  much  obliged  to  Major  Leslie  for  this  reminder. 

-Bd.]   

EXPERIENCE  WITH  PLIES  WITH  XYLONITE 
BODIES. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  accordance  with  my  promise, 
I  now  write  yon  further  re  xylonite-bodied  flies.  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  a  full  week's  fishing,  but  I  have 
managed  a  few  days. 

Hearing  the  Nidd  had  run  clear,  and  that  operations  on 
the  Bradford  Waterworks  were  at  an  end,  I  decided  to 
visit  the  Nidderdale  Club's  waters  at  Pateley  Bridge.  I 
found  the  water  very  low  and  clear.  A  thick  coating  of 
mud  lay  on  the  river  bed,  which  I  think  was  responsible 
for  the  poor  rise  of  fly.  The  wind  was  nearly  west ;  bright 
and  sunny  at  first,  later  cloudy  and  dull,  very  like  thunder. 

First  day.— Caught  ten  fish,  retained  two.  Six  took 
Brown  Owl,  with  xylonite  body ;  two  took  Black  Gnat, 
with  xylonite  body  ;  one  on  Rusty  Poot ;  and  one.  Dark 
Needle,  with  ordinary  silk  bodies. 

Second  day.— Weather  about  same.  Caught  twenty 
trout  and  grayling  ;  kept  twelve.  Eight  took  Brown  Owl, 
with  xylonite  body ;  five  took  Black  Gnat,  with  xylonite 
body  ;  others  took  Dark  Needle  and  Rusty  Poot,  with 
ordinary  bodies. 

Third  day.— Weather  dull  and  heavy;  gusty  wind. 
Caught  ten  fish,  kept  four.  Two  took  Brown  Owl,  with 
xylonite  body;  two  took  Orange  Grouse,  with  xylonite 
body;  two  took  Dacre  Hen.  with  xylonite  body;  others 
fell  to  Dark  Needle,  Rusty  Poot,  and  Red  Tag. 

On  the  fourth  day  I  visited  a  tributary  stream.  I  took 
a  couple  of  trout,  one  on  the  Owl  and  one  pn  the  Goat. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  with  the  new  material,  it  keeps  its 
colour,  wet  or  dry,  and  wears  excellently.  It  is,  in  faot,  an 
ideal  material.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  know  where  and 
how  I  can  obtain  a  full  range  of  colours. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  from  my  friend  re  the  other  set  of 
flies  I  sent  him.  I  expect  he  has  been  too  busy  on  the 
moors  to  fish. 

I  have  just  received  an  invitation  from  a  friend  to  go 
and  have  some  grayling  fishing,  and  if  I  can  only  get 
away  I  will  give  the  Wharfe  grayling  a  chance  of  tasting 
your  idea.— Yours  faithfully,  M.  Mitchell 

SALMON  PISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  COQUET 
Dear  Sir,— The  Coquet  is  at  present  full  of  salmon  and 
sea  trout,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  river  is 
low,  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  At  Acklington,  on  the 
Anglers'  Federation  water,  Mr.  Andrew  Davidson,  of 
Acklington,  during  the  past  week  landed  three  salmon 
weighing  15Ib.,  141b.,  and  7lb.  respectively,  whilst  Mr. 
Mcintosh,  of  Gateshead,  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  lOlb. 
weight.  Mr.  James  Russell,  of  Acklington,  on  Monday 
evening,  caught  a  fine  salmon  weighing  141b.,  and  lost 
another  the  same  evening.  In  addition  to  these  many  sea 
or  bull  trout  have  been  caught.— Yours  truly, 

Jno.  a.  Williamson. 
Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation 
Coquet  Committee. 

SPORT  ON  DEAL  PIER. 
Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Sept.  22  last  I  notice  an 
onslaught  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Thomas  (B.8  A.S.)  upon  the 
tackle  used  by  certaim  of  his  fellow  clubmen  and  others 
fishing  from  Deal  Pier.  I  also  notice  that  Mr.  Thomas, 
singularly  enough,  abstains  from  pointing  out  wherein 
such  tackle  was  improper  or  inadequate.  Premising  that 
the  end  which  the  ordinary  sane  sea  fisherman  proposes  to 
himself  is  the  swift  and  merciful  capture  and  killing  of 
edible  fish,  I  invite  Mr.  Thomas  to  inform  your  readers  in 
what  particulars  the  heavy  rods,  hempen  lines,  big  hooks, 
lugs,  &c.,  which  he  saw  in  use  on  Deal  Pier  were  improper 
or  ill-adaped  to  that  end.— Yours,  &o.,     John  Kirby 

SEA  FISHING  WANTED. 
Sir,— I  should  feel  obliged  if  either  you  or  any  reader 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  tell  me  where  I  might  expect 
the  best  sport— from  pier,  harbiur,  or  rocks— between 
Deal  and  Land's  End.  Any  information  will  oblige. — 
Yours  respectfully,    F.  Cook. 

CHUB  AT  DOWNTON. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent,  Edward  F.  Spenoe,  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  Sept.  22,  says:  "  I  fancy  it  will  be 
years  before  the  chub  work  up  to  Downton,  if  ever,  for 
the  Bull  water  does  not  look  '  chubby,'  though  there  are 
some  likely  places."  Whilst  so  far  back  as  Deo.  13, 1890, 
page  316,  Mr.  Jardine,  speaking  of  the  fishing  in  this 
locality,  says :  "  Dace  are  plentiful,  yet  chub  are  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence  j  neither  are  bream  and  barbel 


known,  but,  if  introduced,  these  fish  would  increase  and 
multiply,  especially  in  the  river  below  Downton,  and  well 
repay  the  first  outlay  and  trouble  by  the  sport  they  would 
afterwards  afford.  In  fact,  the  Avon  could  grow  giant  chub 
and  barbel,  because  of  its  plenteous  '  ground  feed,'  &c." 

From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  Avon  in  this  locality,  I 
quite  believe  it,  though  I  never  saw  or  caught  a  single 
chub,  or  heard  of  one  being  taken.  I  might  add,  perch 
also  would  grow  fine  and  large,  feeding  on  the  innumerable 
minnows. — Yours,  &c.,    ___  Tone. 

CHICHESTER  CANAL. 

Sir, — I  tried  in  th«  Chichester  canal,  near  the  cottage 
below  Birdham  Bridge,  recently.  It  is  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  town  by  road.  The  canal  is 
very  weedy.  Two  gentlemen  from  Portsmouth  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  clear  a  swim  of  the  weeds  and  bait  it. 
They  caught  about  half  a  pail  of  roach  and  bream,  the  two 
largest  bream  were  about  5oz.  each,  and  the  roach  very 
small.  The  tremendous  growth  of  weeds  afford  the  fish 
so  much  shelter  it  is  difiicult  to  catch  them.  A  carp  6;^lb. 
was  taken  near  here  some  time  ago  by  a  lady.  The  sea  is 
about  a  mile  off.  The  canal  is  about  11  yards  wide  ;  nice 
grassy  bank,  and  the  water  in  good  condition. 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  that  anglers  come  all 
the  way  from  Amberley  and  stay  all  night,  to  fish  in  the 
canal ;  whilst  others  come  from  Portsmouth,  Emsworth, 
Havant,  and  Hayling  Island.— Yours,  &o.,  Mark. 

THE   DEVELOPMENT   OF  COMMERCIAL 
EDUCATION. 
Dbar  Sir,— We  have  the  pleasure  to  forward  you  here-  ' 
with  particulars  of  a  scheme  which  we  have  projected  in 
connection  with  the  new  issue  of  our  "  Popular  Educator  " 
(Part  I  of  which  has  just  been  published)  for  the  pro- 
motion of  commercial  education  through  the  medium  of 
an  examination  by  correspondence.  ; 

As  you  are  doubtless  aware,  the  "Popular  Educator" 
has  proved  of  essential  service  during  the  past  half  century 
in  assisting  the  youth  of  this  country  to  educate  them- 
selves, and  we  trust  that  this  new  development  for  the 
furtherance  of  its  usefulness  to  the  people  may  commend 
itself  to  you.— Yours  faithfully, 

Cassell  and  Company,  Limited. 
Ludgate  Hill,  EC 

[We  hope  Messrs.  Cassell's  new  scheme  may  be  a_  great 
success;  they  offer  valuable  prizes  in  connection  with  it, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  it  wiU  be  a  great  boon  to 
thousands  who  wish  to  improve  their  education  at  home. 

—Ed.]   

EARLY  CLOSING  FOR  FISHING  TACKLE 
DEALERS. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your  correspondent  of  last 
week—"  An  Assistant  " — I  may  say  that  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  do  anything  I  possibly  can  to  bring  about  the 
alteration  of  what  I  personally  consider  is  neither  more 
nor  less  than  the  observance  of  an  old-fasbioned  custom. 
We  are  given  to  understand  by  one  of  our  ancient  writers, 
"  that  customs  are  stronger  than  laws."  Certainly  this 
custom  is  stronger  that  it  ought  to  be,  inasmuch  as  the 
earlier  closing  of  fishing  tackle  shops  was  mooted  some 
three  years  back.  The  first  I  knew  of  it  was  the  sending 
round  of  a  list  for  the  signatures  of  those  who  upheld  the 
movement,  which  was  the  closing  of  the  houses  from  Oct.  1 
to  March  31  on  each  week  night  (excepting  Saturday)  at 
seven  o'clock.  It  was,  of  course,  obvious,  from  the  incep- 
tion of  this  movement,  that  to  be  successful  it  must  be 
unanimous.  There  was  but  little  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the 
promoters  that  this  would  be  so,  as  there  were  few  shops 
open  after  seven  o'clock.  Everythina  went  well  until  the 
list  was  passed  to  one  house,  not  100  miles  from  Fleet- 
street,  who  were  unable  to  decide.  For  that  year  it  received 
its  quietus.  Last  year  I  thought  that,  with  the  help  ot 
the  Angling  Press,  a  more  favourable  reception  would  be 
accorded  the  movement.  It  was  simply  a  repetition  of  the  j 
former  effort,  the  same  firm  who  had  been  the  stumbling  f 
block  dealt  the  tired  assistants  a  second  death  blow  by 
retaining  a  cold  silence.  ,s  j_,  i.  < 

Mr.  Eestall  (appropriate  name  that),  the  secretary  of 
the  Early  Closing  Association,  stepped  into  the  breach 
and  fired  off  a  telling  shot  on  behalf  of  the  assistants,  but 
without  effect.  ii.  u  j. 

There  is  no  logical  reasoning  which  can  alter  the  tact 
that  the  closing  of  tackle  shops  during  the  months  men- 
tioned will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  assistants,  and  a  saving 
of  gas  or  electricity  to  the  employer.— Faithfully  yours, 
A  Member  of  the  Trade. 

BE  MORE  EXPLICIT. 
Sir,— Your  correspondent,  W.  Carter  Platts,  says  in  taeij 
F  G  of  Sept.  15,  "I  do  wish  writers  would  be  a  little  < 
more  explicit,"  but  some  of  them  will  not.  What  a  novioe.i 
and  in  fact  any  angler  who  has  no  knowledge  of  the  place,! 
wants  to  know  is.  How  far  from  a  given  station-;-8ay,  torj 
instance,  Tonbridge— can  the  stranger  find  a  fairly  good, 
swim  or  swims  ?  How  long  wiU  it  take  him  to  get  to 
work  ?  Is  the  fishing  free  ?  &c.  Very  often  it  is  noff 
free,  and  he  has  to  pay  for  his  fishing.  Now,  in  several 
articles  I  have  read  lately,  the  most  important  information 
is  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  We  do  not  want  specula- 
tion  or  advice,  and  how  best  to  fish.  These  are.  all  very 
good  and  useful  in  their  way,  and  we  all  have  our  owj 
ideas  on  these  points.  What  we  often  want  is,  how  to  get 
to  the  best  swim  or  swims  in  the  shortest  time,  whicJi 
should  be  described.  In  short,  we  want  more  especially 
to  know  where,  and  not  how,  to  fish,  and  the  best  place  to 
put  up  at  without  walking  long  distances.— I  am.  &c  , 
^      ^  Done  Brown. 


SCHOOL  BOOKS,  DIOTIONAEIBS,  &e.,  Inclndlng  Mr  JaoksoB  B 
Upright  Writing  O.py  Books,  to  English  and  other  Languages, 
published  hy  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Oo  limited,  St  Du«. 
gtaB'B  Ho»se,  Fetter-lane,  London,    Can  be  had  ea  appllcatlen. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPOBATBD 

iNGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  13th,  1900. 


AUTUMNS  IN  AKGYLESHIRE  WITH 
EOD  AND  GUN.* 


The  Hon.  A.  E.  Gathorne-Hardy  gives  us  in 
this  most  attractive  volume  reminiscences  of 
sport  with  rod  and  gun  in  the  Highlands,  and  so 
well  remembered  and  so  pleasantly  told  are  they 
that  the  time  spent  in  reading  them  passes  all  too 
quickly.  A  reader  can  pay  a  writer  no  more 
sincere  compliment  than,  when  the  last  chapter 
is  finished,  to  wish  there  were  more,  and  most 
readers  will  join  me  in  wishing  there  were  more 
chapters  in  tnis  book — especially  more  about  fish- 
ing. Let  us  hope  that  the  author  will  be  encouraged 
by  its  success  to  follow  it  by  another.  In  his 
opening  chapter  Mr.  Gathorne-Hardy  expresses 
the  hope  that  his  more  than  thirty  years'  ex- 
perience of  almost  every  variety  of  Highland 
sport  may  be  his  justification  for  submitting  his 
"  rough  sketches "  to  the  public,  and,  like  his 
"  master  and  model,"  he  asks  indulgence  for  their 
"unfinished  style."  Although  the  author  of 
"  Wild  Sports  of  the  Highlands  "  is  the  model 
referred  to,-  I  think  the  present  work  will  be 

*  "  Autumns  in  Argyleshire  with  Rod  and  Gun."  By 
the  Hon.  A.  E.  Gathorne-Hardy.  With  photogravure 
illnstrationa  hy  Archibald  Thorbum.  London :  Long- 
mani,  Green  and  Co. 


deemed  well  worthy  to  rank  with  St.  John's 
classic  in  the  sportsman's  bookshelf  and  estima- 
tion. 

With  regard  to  the  comparative  cost  of  sport 
nowadays  and  formerly,  Mr.  Gathorne-Hardy  has 
some  notes  which  will  interest  Mr.  Aflalo.  As 
one  instance  he  mentions  that :  "  The  moor 
where,  in  1872,  four  guns,  of  whom  I  was  one, 
killed  over  1500  brace  of  grouse  between  the  12th 
and  24th  of  August  in  ten  '  lawful  days,'  was 
then  let  with  a  most  commodious  lodge  and  a 
nice  stretch  of  fishing  for  £600  a  year.  Mr. 
Aflalo,  in  his  work  on  the  cost  of  sport,  still 
adheres  to  the  rough  estimate  of  £1  for  each 
brace  of  grouse  as  the  probable  cost  of  sporting 
rights,  including  lodge  accommodation;  but, 
although  I  hesitate  to  differ  from  so  high  an 
authority,  I  should  prefer  to  fix  the  figure  at 
something  much  nearer  £1  a  bird,  and  good 
fishing  rents  have  certainly  more  than  doubled 
in  amount  in  the  last  twenty  years."  If  Mr. 
Gathorne- Hardy's  estimate  is  correct,  then  the 
present  rent  of  the  moor  he  refers  to  as  costing 
£600  in  1872  would  be  nearer  £3000— it  would  be 
interesting  if  he  could  tell  us  what  it  actually  is. 
One  chief  reason  for  this  enormous  advance  is,  as 
he  points  out,  the  luxury  which  is  now  considered 
a  necessary  accompaniment  of  all  sport  on  a 
grand  scale  in  the  Highlands.  "  Formerly,  the 
annual  visit  to  the  Highlands  was  looked  upon  as 
a  sort  of  picnic  or  campaign,  of  which  "  roughing 
it "  was  one  of  the  pleasures,  and  visitors  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  be  doubled  up  in  attics  and 
garrets,  at  which  the  very  servants  would  turn  up 
their  noses  in  these  effeminate  days." 

Among  the  wild  animals  mentioned  as  to  be 
met  with  in  that  part  of  Argyleshire,  described 
with  such  enthusiasm  by  our  author,  is  the  wild 
cat  (Felix  catus),  of  which  there  is  a  fine  illustra- 
tion by  Mr.  Archibald  Thorbum.  Whether  the 
wild  cat  is  indigenous  or  not  has  been  questioned. 
Mr.  Gathorne-Hardy  says :  "  This  interesting 
creatni-e,  according  to  Lydekker,  has  been  an 
inhabitant  of  Great  Britain  since  the  age  of  the 
mammoth,  and  would  be  as  extinct  as  that  quad- 
ruped but  for  the  deer  forests,  in  the  remote 
recesses  of  which  it  still  finds  a  sanctuary." 

Sport  with  the  gun  is  described  in  the  chapters 
entitled  "  Fallow  Deer  at  Home,"  "  Chasing  the 
Roe,"  "  Deer  Stalking,"  "  The  Herds  of  Proteus," 
"  Grouse,"  "  Chill  October,"  and  "  A  Day  with 
a  Seal,"  which  is  a  lively  account  by  one  of  the 
author's  sons  of  seal  stalking,  and  his  plucky  but 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  swim  ashore  with  a  seal 
he  had  shot.  Mr.  Gathorne-Hardy  has  such  a 
pleasant,  straightforward  style  of  writing,  that 
reading  his  chapters  is  like  listening  in  the 
smoking-room  after  a  day's  sport  to  the  well-told 
stories  of  a  keen  and  true  "  old  hand  "  sportsman 
— one  whose  reputation  all  recognise  as  well 
earned,  and  whose  views  and  sentiments  are 
respected  even  when  not  shared,  for  the  never- 
failing  spring  of  interest  underlying  all  true  sport 
is  the  endless  variety  of  ways  and  means  by  which 
its  ends  may  be  attained.  If  it  were  not  for  this 
abundance  of  unknown  quantities  in  the  road 
between  the  beginning  and  ending  of  a  day's  sport, 
its  monotony  would  kill  it.  Walton's  advice 
against  the  folly  of  making  a  business  of  a  recrea- 
tion was  never  more  worthy  of  remembrance  than 
at  the  present  time. 

All-round  sportsman  though  he  is,  Mr. 
Gathorne-Hardy  tells  us  that  "There  are  few 
kinds  of  British  field  sports  to  which  I  am  a 
stranger;  but,  although  each  has  its  attraction,  I 
still  keep  my  warmest  devotion  for  my  first  love. 
.    .   .   I  was  born  an  angler." 

"  There  is  no  kind  of  sport  in  which  one  is 
so  entirely  independent  of  extraneous  aid  as 
angling.  ...  I  dislike  the  sensation  of  being 
watched ;  I  hate  well-meant  advice  as  to  flies  and 
places ;  and  I  abhor  the  ejaculation  :  '  There  he 
is  !  '  or  words  to  that  effect,  which  no  gillie  can 
restrain  when  a  fish  rises,  and  which  produce  the 
involuntary  and  premature  motion  of  the  wrist  or 
arm  which  has  saved  the  life  of  many  a  gallant 
salmon  and  trout." 

In  another  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  hope 
to  give  one  or  two  extracts  from  the  chapters 
on  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  fishing.  No  wonder 
Mr.  Gathorne-Hardy  writes  lovingly  of  his 
favourite  little  salmon  river  in  Argyleshire,  on 
which,  with  a  lOift.  trout  rod  and  small  sea  trout 
flies,  he  killed  thii-ty-five  salmon  in  five  days. 
True,  the  fish  ware  not  large,  averaging  about 


8lb. ;  but  what  sport  on  such  a  rod  I  One  fish 
weighed  17ilb. 

Great  as  his  experience  in  sport  of  all  kinds, 
the  author  does  not  make  the  mistake  of  "  laying 
down  the  law  "  as  many  writers  on  sport  do — he 
gives  his  methods  and  his  reasons,  but  does  not 
claim  that  they  are  the  best.  I  remember  the 
late  Francis  Francis  saying  to  me  once  that  the 
longer  he  lived  the  less  he  felt  inclined  to  be 
dogmatic  on  any  question  relating  to  the  salmon, 
and  I  was  glad  to  find  a  similar  remark  made  by 
Mr.  Gathorne-Hardy.  "  I  am  an  old  fisherman 
with  a  tolerably  varied  experience,  and  the  more 
I  fish  the  less  inclined  I  feel  to  lay  down  the  law 
dogmatically  on  the  habits  and  caprices  of  that 
most  capricious  of  fish — the  salmon." 

Although  all  salmon  fishing  is  delightful,  to 
me  the  highest  form  of  the  sport  is  fly  fishing 
on  a  small  Highland  salmon  river,  one  which  you 
can  command  by  wading,  and  although  he  tells  us 
of  experience  in  big  rivers  at  home  and  abroad,  I 
can  easily  understand  Mr.  Gathorne-Hardy's  enthu- 
siasm for  the  little  river  he  has  fished  for  so  many 
years,  his  sport  on  which  forms  the  chief  theme 
of  the  fishing  chapters  in  his  most  interesting 
and  charmingly  illustrated  book.  After  twenty 
years  of  noticing  books  on  angling  one  is  apt  to 
greet  a  new  one  with  a  sigh — in  this  case  the  sigh 
is  only  of  regret  that  there  is  not  more  of  it. 

Mr.  Thorburn's  illustrations  add  greatly  to  its 
value,  and  have  been  admirably  reproduced  in 
photogravure  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Colls. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


ROYAL  ANGLERS. 


It  is  pretty  well  admitted  that  our  princes  and 
princesses  set  the  fashions  and  hobbies  and  sports 
of  the  people,  and  what  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  do  to-day  Lord  and  Lady  So-and-so  will 
do  to-morrow,  and  Mr.  Somebody  will  follow  suit 
the  day  after.  Thus  it  always  has  been,  and  thus 
it  always  will  be.  It  is  easy  to  follow  where  they 
lead  in  the  world  of  dress  and  fashion,  and  it 
may  be  in  many  other  of  the  pursuits  of  life,  but 
not  so  in  the  world  of  sport.  The  sportman  and 
sportswoman  is  born,  not  made.  He  or  she  must 
have  the  sportive  instinct,  either  active  or  latent, 
before  they  can  develop  into  the  true  and  abiding 
and  successful  sportsman  or  sportswoman,  else 
their  following  is  merely  ephemeral  and 
effervescent,  and  they  fall  flat  as  soon  as  the 
inspiring  influence  is  withdrawn. 

We  may  not  be  indebted  to  our  royal  princes 
for  much  in  setting  the  fashion  for  sportsmen  in 
the  way  of  salmon  angling  as  a  country-house 
pastime  for  gentlemen,  as  such  has  been  already 
established,  and  in  a  measure  they  have  been 
forestalled  in  this  respect,  although  their  patron- 
age and  evident  enjoyment  of  it  cannot  fail  but 
to  establish  it  all  the  more,  and  give  a  fresh 
impetus  where  it  may  be  needed ;  but  we  are 
certainly  indebted  to  our  royal  princesses — and 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  daughter,  the  Duchess  of 
Fife,  in  particular,  for  her  influence  and  example 
in  taking  to  salmon  angling  as  an  outdoor 
pastime,  and  creating  a  liking  for  the  sport 
among  the  highest  ladies  in  the  land,  which  they 
are  not  slow  to  follow,  and  which  is  bound  to 
become  the  rage  with  all  as  time  goes  on. 

We  know  from  history  that  kings  and  princes 
have  at  all  times  favoured  the  sport,  that  knights 
and  squires  hunted  and  fished  regularly  for  the 
pot,  and  that  ofttimes  their  followers  would  have 
gone  supperless  to  bed  had  it  not  been  for  their 
prowess  in  this  respect.  English  kings  may  not 
have  been  so  hard  pressed  as  Scotch  kings, 
although  in  the  many  legends  warped  around 
Prince  Arthur  there  is  the  pretty  little  one  of 
him  finding  the  evening  meal  from  the  waters 
near  by  the  Island  of  Ely  which  he  was  in  hiding. 
Be  it  as  it  may,  imaginary  or  real — and  in  such  a 
personality  as  King  Arthur's  it  is  more  likely  to 
be  real  than  imaginary — we  know  as  authentic 
history  that  Bruce  of  Scotland  fed  his  followers 
by  the  fruits  of  the  chase  and  salmon  from  the 
Forth  and  Teith,  often  provided  by  the  royal 
hand,  probably  got  by  spearing,  for  in  those  days 
the  quick  dispatch  was  everything,  and  the  leisure 
to  angle  unknown  till  more  peaceful  times  came 
round,  when  no  doubt  King  Robert  would  prefer 
the  wand  to  the  spear  in  the  salmon  and  trout 
waters  adjoining  his  many  castles  all  over  the 
north.     Why,  Killdrummie,  on  the  Don,  and 
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Dunphail,  on  the  Deveron,  are  as  choice  bits  of 
trout  angling  as  are  to  be  found  in  broad  Scotland 
at  the  present  day,  to  say  nothing  of  his  Ross- 
shire  residence,  where  probably  the  stag  was  more 
en  evidence  than  the  salmon. 

That  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Fife 
has  set  the  example  to  ladies  of  the  present  day 
of  adopting  the  sport  of  salmon  angling  as  an 
outdoor  pastime  goes  without  saying ;  and  that 
they  have  not  been  slow  to  follow  her  example  is 
evident  from  the  array  of  distinguished  names  of 
titled  and  non-titled  ladies — a  galaxy  of  grace 
and  beauty — that  already  adorn  the  long  roll  of 
lady  anglers. 

The  Duchess  of  Sutherland  annually  spends  a 
considerable  portion  of  her  autumn  holiday  in 
Scotland,  salmon  and  sea  trout  angling.  She  has 
some  very  choice  waters  of  her  own,  but  she  often 
winds  up  the  season  on  the  Tay  at  Stanley,  on 
the  Stobhall  water,  and  later  on  on  the  Tweed. 
The  Duchess  of  Portland,  the  Countess  of  War- 
wick, the  Countess  of  Suffolk,  Lady  Playfair,  and 
countless  others  of  lesser  note,  are  all  votaries  to 
the  sport,  and  both  in  the  spring  and  autumn, 
wherever  fish  are  to  be  found,  they  are  at  the 
front.  And  the  cry  is,  still  they  come.  Every 
season  sees  the  ranks  of  the  lady  angler  swelling 
to  greater  and  greater  dimensions,  and  on  river, 
loch,  and  stream,  and  especially  on  our  highland 
lochs,  which  used  to  be  the  exclusive  quarters  for 
man — the  lord  of  creation — alone,  there  is  now  to 
be  found  a  pretty  mixed  multitude  of  both  male 
and  female  anglers,  and  soon  we  fear  the  female 
element  will  predominate.  But  when  this  comes 
about  the  male  will  find  other  fields  and  pastures 
new,  for  in  this  respect  the  lady  angler  is  some- 
what circumscribed  in  her  actions,  while  the  male 
is  not,  and  somewhat  limited  in  her  choice  of 
streams,  while  the  male  who  can  wade  can  claim 
the  world  of  waters  as  his  own. 

The  up-to-date  lady  angler  is  not  now  content 
with  following  at  the  heels  of  Uncle  Bill  or  Cousin 
Jack,  and  with  having  his  tronting  rod  stuck  in 
her  hand  with  an  old  flight  of  files,  as  a  makeshift 
to  get  her  employed,  and  so  be  at  liberty  to  push 
on  with  his  own  sport.  She  has  thrown  aside  all 
attempts  to  patronise  her  in  this  respect,  and  has 
taken  the  reins  of  government  into  her  own 
hand  with  no  uncertain  hold.  She  now  rents  her 
own  water  and  makes  her  own  arrangements.  She 
engages  her  own  gillie,  and  chooses  her  own  rod. 
She  selects  her  own  flies,  and  even  has  a  throw 
with  the  phantom  or  other  spinning  lure  when  the 
waters  are  such  that  the  fly  is  no  of  use.  She  no 
longer  perches  herself  on  a  stone  or  a  high  bank, 
and  lashes  away  at  a  single  spot  for  hours  on  end, 
but  donning  h^r  brogues  and  short  waders,  she 
can  fish  out  the  pool  in  many  places,  and  com- 
mand the  best  of  the  water  at  most.  No  longer 
following  at  the  heels  of  Uncle  Bill  or  Cousin 
Jack,  she  prefers  to  have  the  cream  of  the 
water.  Can  cover  the  pool  with  her  16ft.  or 
17ft.  gretnheart;  send  the  "Gordon,'*  "Mar 
Lodge,"  or  Jock  Scott  to  the  very  spot  wished 
for;  hook,  run,  and  land  her  fish;  and  thus 
•^lairn  the  honours  of  the  field  all  unaided  and 
alone. 

In  the  matter  of  angling  waters  the  lady  angler 
will  always  be  somewhat  circumscribed,  but  in 
this  respect  she  is  not  worse  off  than  the  gentle- 
man angler  who  may  not  or  cannot  wade,  and  for 
these  bank  angling,  or  shallow  wading  at  the 
most,  is  a  sine  qua  non  of  the  waters  of  their 
choice.  But  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  all,  and 
although  their  chances  may  be  limited  on  most 
rivers,  still,  they  do  come,  and  they  must  make 
the  best  of  them  in  this  respect  when  they  do. 
The  short  angling  skirt  of  waterproof  stuff  must 
never  be  discarded,  and  the  natty  sailor  hat  is 
much  to  be  preferred  to  the  imitation  deer 
stalker  which  some  lady  anglers  pin  on.  And  to 
the  Duchess  of  Fife  and  other  ladies  of  rank  we 
are  much  indebted  for  leading  the  fashion  in 
the  matter  of  a  suitable  and  rational  rig- 
out  for  the  waterside,  as  well  as  in  the 
selection  of  rods  and  flies,  and  the  choice 
of  angling  as  a  healthful,  recreative,  and 
acceptable  outdoor  pastime  for  our  lady 
friends.  The  fashion  has  not  come  from  the 
Continent,  nor  are  the  American  ladies  as  a  rule 
addicted  to  it  as  yet.  It  is  British  to  the  back- 
bone, and  in  this  respect  our  English  peeresses 
are  in  the  van,  and  unique  in  that  they  have  set 
the  example  of  adopting  a  sport,  developing  it, 
and  making  it  entirely  their  own,  which  is  at  once 


absorbing  m  its  varying  interests,  and  surrounded 
with  all  the  blessings  of  healthful  recreation. 

The  Princess  of  Wales,  when  in  Scotland,  slings 
the  creel  over  her  shoulder,  and  with  her  trouting 
rod,  and  in  the  company  of  her  daughter,  finds 
intense  interest  in  landing  a  "  brownie "  or  two 
from  the  turbid  waters  of  Mar  Lodge.  She  is 
expected  to  be  in  these  parts  soon,  and  although 
the  season  is  pretty  well  spent  for  trout,  perhaps 
she  may  essay  a  cast  for  a  small  salmon,  for  there 
are  plenty  of  them  about  the  head  waters  of  the 
Dee  at  present. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  does  not  now  angle, 
although  he  was  once  very  fond  of  a  run  with  a 
15  or  20-pounder,  and  creeled  many  a  silvery 
beauty  from  the  Dee  in  his  younger  and  more 
active  days.  The  late  Duke  of  Coburg-Gotha— 
Prince  Alfred — was  a  most  enthusiastic  angler, 
and  never  off  the  water  when  there  was  the  least 
chance  of  a  salmon  or  grilse  to  be  got,  unless  he 
was  on  the  hill  or  moor  in  search  of  deer  or 
grouse.  His  mantle  seems  to  have  fallen  on  the 
Duke  of  York,  for  no  royal  prince  of  modern 
times  has  evinced  a  greater  penchant  for  any  field 
sport  more  than  the  heir  presumptive  has  for 
salmon  angling.  He  has  just  finished  a  most 
successful  visit  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon's  waters,  and  although  we  will  not  have 
him  on  the  Dee  next  spring  as  a  member  of  the 
fraternity,  we  wish  him  a  safe  and  pleasant  voyage 
to  the  Antipodes,  and  a  speedy  return  to  the 
waters  he  loves  so  well.  G.  M. 


CHILL  OCTOBER. 


The  enthusiastic  angler  who  is  fortunate 
enough  to  reside  in  a  grayling  county  always 
hails  with  delight  the  advent  of  this  month,  as 
trout  are  gradually  on  the  decline  during 
September,  and  it  is  a  relief  when  the  end  arrives ; 
but  then  comes  the  best  three  months  in  the  year 
for  the  admirers  of  Salmo  thymallus,  and  should 
the  weather  and  water  prove  propitious  there  is 
capital  sport  in  store. 

On  well-wooded  streams  such  as  the  Yore, 
Wharfe,  Nidd,  and  Swale  there  is,  however,  one 
drawback  to  the  fly  fisher,  viz.,  the  great  number 
of  fallen  leaves,  but  a  good  fresh  or  two  soon 
sweeps  those  away,  and  then  there  is  a  clear 
course.  In  the  days  of  Jackson  and  Theakstone 
there  were  none  of  those  fancy  patterns  of  grayling 
flies  which  are  now  so  much  in  vogue,  but 
there  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  some  of  them 
are  very  good  killers,  the  ones  upon  which  I 
place  most  reliance  being  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Red 
Tag,  Orange  Bumble,  Green  Insect  (both  plain 
and  with  red  tag).  Mulberry  Bumble,  and  Golden 
Crow.  As  a  general  rule,  the  same  natural  flies 
which  appear  in  the  spring  come  once  more  upon 
the  scene  in  the  autumn,  although  there  are  a 
few  good  killers  which  belong  only  to  that  period 
of  the  year. 

For  grayling  the  following  imitations  are  all 
excellent :  Waterhen  Bloa  (both  with  dubbed  and 
quill  body),  Poult  Bloa  (rusty  body).  Dark  Snipe 
and  Purple,  Smoke  Fly,  Dark  Needle,  Throstle 
Wing,  Blue  Hawk,  and  Tinselled  Owl — the  above 
being  for  the  ordinaiy  style  of  wet  fly  fishing. 
For  dry-fly  fishing,  the  Little  Marryat  is  hard  to 
beat,  and  may  be  varied  with  the  Pale  and  Dark 
Autumn  Duns  and  the  Apple  Green  Dun. 

On  some  days  during  October  the  grayling 
will  rise  all  day.  This  is  usually  the  case  when 
there  has  been  a  succession  of  cold,  frosty  nights 
followed  by  one  of  those  calm,  hazy  days  indi- 
cative of  the  fall  of  the  leaf:  when  the  foliage 
of  the  woodlands  shows  to  advantage  in  its  russet 
and  golden  tints,  interspersed  with  the  more 
sombre  hues  of  holly  and  fir.  It  is  of  very  little 
use  commencing  work  until,  say,  ten  o'clock,  and 
then,  if  the  angler  wishes  to  make  a  good  basket, 
he  must  stick  to  his  work  closely  until  the  mists 
begin  to  wreathe  in  the  valleys.  The  vast  army 
of  tiny  insects  are  speedily  cleared  by  the  frosts, 
and  the  more  hardy  Duns  and  Browns  left  on 
the  water  are  eagerly  snapped  up  by  the 
watchful  fish ;  use  the  very  finest  of  gut,  and  cast 
your  trio  of  flies  like  a  zephyr,  and  then  on  such  a 
day  great  will  be  your  reward.  A  small  grey  fly 
invented  by  Mr.  Cooper,  of  Matlock,  is  another 
artificial  that  is  always  worthy  of  a  trial ;  it  bears 
the  name  of  Cooper's  Fancy,  and  kills  quite  as 
well  in  Yorkshire  as  in  Derbyshire.  | 

Both  the  maggot  and  gilt  tail  worm  swum  in 


the  eddies  and  tail  end  of  the  streams  also  kill 
their  share  of  fish  during  this  month,  but  Novem- 
ber and  December  are  the  best  for  them. 

Not  only  to  the  grayling  fisher,  however,  does 
October  bring  the  best  of  sport,  but  also  to  the 
coarse  fisherman ;  the  weeds  are  dying  down,  and 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  are  in  prime  condition, 
the  scales  on  the  former  being  silvery  and  firm, 
very  different  to  their  soft,  slimy  condition  in  the 
summer  months.  Maggots,  paste,  and  small  red 
worms  are  the  baits  to  employ,  and  the  tackle 
cannot  be  too  delicate  in  order  to  ensure  success. 
Chub  will  be  found  in  eddying  flats  and  deep 
pools  intQ  which  a  sharp  stream  runs.  A  well- 
scoured  lobworm,  not  too  large,  bullock's  pith, 
and  cheese  paste  seldom  fails  to  tempt  them. 
Feed  the  hole,  not  too  liberally,  with  greaves  or 
bullock's  brains.  Then  there  are  wild,  dull  days 
upon  which  the  pike  come  on  the  feed ;  lay  aside 
your  12ft.  grayling  and  roach  rod,  and  go  forth 
armed  with  pike  rod,  tackle,  and  a  score  or  so 
of  lively  gudgeon  or  dace.  Spinning  is  my 
favourite  style  of  pike  fishing,  as  you  can  carry 
your  baits  packed  in  a  tin  box  full  of  bran, 
and  so  avoid  the  nuisance  of  a  sloppy  bait  can. 
Walking  along  the  bank  you  come  to  a  likely 
hole,  and  away  your  bait  flies  to  the  far  edge  of 
it.  Deftly  you  wind  it  in  to  jour  feet  glittering 
in  the  water  like  a  thread  of  silver.  A  sudden 
swirl  and  it  disappears,  the  next  moment  your 
rod  bending  under  the  rush  of  a  5-pounder  or 
6-ponnder.  And,  mind  you,  they  do  fight,  these 
well-fed  river  pike,  very  different  to  their  brethren 
from  pond  or  lake.  I  know  of  nothing  better 
than  a  river  pike  of  the  above-named  size,  stuffed 
with  forcemeat  and  baked  in  savoury  gravy. 
Strips  of  fat  bacon  should  be  pinned  on  to  the 
back  of  the  fish,  which  should  be  served  very 
hot.  The  flesh  is  firm  and  flaky  and  of  excellent 
flavour,  superior  to  any  sea  fish,  in  my  opinion. 
A  friend  was  telling  me  the  other  day  that 
he  likes  steaks  cut  out  of  the  centre  of  say,  a 
10-pounder,  smeared  over  with  eggs  and  bread- 
crumbs and  fried  a  nice  brown.  I  have  never 
tried  this  method,  but  should  say  that  the  dish 
will  come  out  all  right. 

Such  is  some  of  the  varied  sport  to  be  obtained 
during  October.  Often,  of  course,  fishing  is  out 
of  the  question  when  the  rivers  are  bank  full  and 
the  equinoctial  gales  howl  through  the  woods;  but, 
taking  it  as  a  rule,  it  is  one  of  the  best  months  in 
the  year  for  the  all-round  fisherman. 

Days  of  Yore. 


SOME  NOTES  FROM  BRUGES, 
BELGIUM. 
{Concluded  from  page  264.) 

Foe  sea  fishing  the  regulations  are  as  stringent, 
though  not  quite  as  numerous,  as -those  for 
riverine,  whilst  the  punishments  for  their  in- 
fringement are  exceptionally  severe.  The 
interests  of  the  deep  sea  fishermen  are  carefully 
protected,  and  every  possible  contingency  is  pro- 
vided for.  Those,  for  instance,  who  use  illegal 
tackle  are  fined  from  26  to  100  francs,  and  are 
sent  to  prison  for  from  eight  dayg  to  a  month ; 
whilst  the  same  penalty  is  inflicted  on  those  who 
injure,  or  endeavour  to  injure,  the  nets  of  others. 
A  heavy  fine  is  exacted  for  the  landing  of  fish  at 
illegal  times,  and  if  the  landing  takes  place  at 
night  the  fine  is  doubled.  At  any  time  of  the  day 
or  night  boats  may  be  overhauled  by  police  or 
custom-house  officers,  and  fishermen  who  object 
to  their  visits  are  fined  from  26  to  200  francs,  and 
for  a  second  offence  of  any  kind  the  penalty  can 
be  doubled.  In  a  word,  the  Belgian  fisherman  is 
only  his  own  master  when  he  has  complied  with 
many  a  harassing  condition,  and  must  always  feel 
that  the  eye  of  the  Government  is  upon  him. 

Fishing  is  by  no  means  the  only  gentle  craft 
delighted  in  by  the  people  of  Bruges.  Archery 
— once  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  safety  of 
the  city,  when  the  skilled  bowmen  of  the  Guild  of 
St.  Sebastien,  founded  in  the  fourteenth  century, 
formed  the  guard  of  the  Count  of  Flanders — is 
still  eagerly  practised  by  the  citizens  ;  no  longer, 
it  is  true,  as  part  of  the  art  of  war,  but  as  a 
pastime.  The  distinctive  and  picturesque  dress 
has  been,  unfortunately,  abandoned  for  many 
years,  but  the  Guild  of  Archers  still  exists,  and 
the  hall  in  which  they  meet,  though  much  restored 
and  altered  since  its  first  erection  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  retains  certain  portions — notably 
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"FISHING  GAZETTE"  TOBACCO  FUND  FOR  OUR  WOUNDED  SOLDIERS. 


Contributions  for  this  fund— the  object  of  which  is  to  present  our  wounded  soldiers  with 
some  tobacco  on  their  return  to  this  country  from  the  war  in  South  Africa — should  be  addressed  to 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  and  will 
be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.     Stamps,  postal  orders,  or  cheques  can  be  sent. 


THIKTY-FIRST  LIST. 


Mr.  J.  Bolph,  "  Earn  Hotel,"  Brandon 

Mr.  C.  0.  Minohin  

Amonnt  from  thirtieth  list   


Total 


£  8.  d. 

1    1  0 

0   2  6 

246  17  Oi 

248   0  6J 


Subscriptions  have  been  coming  in  slowly  of  late.  I  should  like  to  see  them  total  up  to  £250, 
and  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  who  intend  subscribing  will  do  so  soon.  It  looks  as  if  the  war  will 
end  before  long.  I  shall  then  send  tobacco  to  the  soldiers  in  hospital  as  far  as  the  small  balance  in 
hand  at  the  time  permits,  and  publish  an  account  showing  how  the  money  the  subscribers  have  so 
kindly  sent  has  been  expended. 

I  can  assure  them  that  the  tobacco,  cigarettes,  and  pipes  have  been  most  thoroughly  and  grate- 
fully appreciated.  Through  friends  at  some  of  the  big  London  clubs  I  have  been  able  to  send  the 
men  hundreds  of  packs  of  cards,  which  have  been  almost  as  much  appreciated  as  the  tobacco. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


the  covered  gallery — of  the  original  structure. 
Many  of  the  long,  quaintly-shaped  quivers  have 
been  handed  down  as  heirlooms  from  father  to 
son  for  many  genera,tions,  and  such  names  as  Van 
Dyck  and  Van  der  Velde  may  be  seen  engraved  on 
them.  The  ancestors  of  their  owners  were, 
perhaps,  painted  by  Memling  and  Van  Eyck,  for 
both  those  great  artists,  especially  the  former, 
were  much  attached  to  the  Archer  Guild  of 
Bruges.  Our  own  King  Charles  II.,  during  his 
enforced  exile  in  Belgium,  took  a  great  interest 
both  in  the  fishermen  and  the  archers  of  Bruges. 
In  the  Town  Hall  is  preserved  a  medal  given  by 
him  to  the  former,  granting  them  permission  to 
fish  in  British  waters  ;  and  the  SaUe  de  Reunion 
of  the  archers  was  built  at  his  expense  in  1652. 
He  and  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  were 
often  the  guests  of  the  Brotherhood  of  St. 
Sebastien,  and  their  names  are  inscribed  in  the 
golden  book  of  the  society.  The  King  himself 
presented  the  winner  at  a  match  held  in  1656 
with  a  golden  bird,  and  on  his  death  he  left  3600 
florins  to  the  society.  Some  two  hundred  years 
later  Queen  Victoria,  then  a  bride,  allowed  herself 
to  be  elected  a  member  of  the  guild,  and  looked 
on,  with  her  young  husband  beside  her,  at  a  trial 
of  skill.  Only  a  year  or  two  ago  she  sent  a  cup 
to  the  archers  as  a  token  of  her  continued  good- 
will, and,  in  spite  of  the  alleged  hatred  of  the 
Belgians  of  the  English  Royal  Family,  the  guild 
is  proud  of  the  gift. 

In  olden  times  guildsmen  were  forbidden  to 
work  on  Sundays,  on  public  holidays,  or  at  night, 
and,  although  this  law  is  no  longer  enforced,  it  is 
pretty  generally  obeyed.  On  any  fine  Sunday 
afternoon,  if  you  stroll  out  of  Bruges,  you  are 
sure  to  find  several  parties  of  burghers  drawing 
the  long  bow  on  the  shooting  grounds  reserved  to 
them ;  and  if  you  pause  to  watch  them,  they  will 
courteously  invite  you  in,  explain  the  mysteries  of 
the  competition,  and  proudly  show  jon  the  silver 
spoons,  cups,  &c.,  which  are  to  be  given  as  prizes ; 
for,  in  spite  of  all  that  has  been  said  and  written 
about  Belgian  hostility  to  the  English,  it  is  only 
the  lower  classes  who  show  any  discourtesy  to 
them  in  Bruges.  The  guildsmen,  of  whatever 
craft,  pride  themselves  on  their  good  manners  as 
weU  as  on  their  skill  in  their  professions,  and  are 
aU  more  than  ready  to  give  information  to  j 
foreigners. 

Unfortunately  the  greatest  admirers  of  the 
archers  cannot  caU  their  general  appearance  in 
their  Sunday  clothes  attractive,  or  worthy  of  the 


traditions  of  the  past.'^  The  big  hats  worn  by 
the  little  scouts  who  pick  up  the  arrows,  to 
protect  their  faces  from  injury,  are  the  only 
picturesque  details  of  costume  to  be  seen  on  the 
archery  grounds ;  but  for  all  that  there  is  a  touch 
of  mediEBvalism  about  the  groups  gathered  round 
the  lofty  pole  with  the  bird  at  the  top,  as  they  lean 
on  their  bows  or  carefully  select  the  blunted 
arrows  from  the  tubs  filled  with  them ;  and  it  is 
possible  to  imagine  that  on  occasion  these  archers, 
bold  and  true  marksmen  that  they  are,  could  still 
turn  their  skill  to  good  account. 

It  is  quite  unfair  to  assert,  as  do  certain  guide 
books,  that  Bruges  is  a  dull  and  deserted  city. 
We  have  been  here  for  more  than  four  months, 
and  not  a  week  has  passed  without  some  interest- 
ing ceremony  taking  place.  To  begin  with,  we 
were  in  time  for  the  great  jubilee  procession  of 
the  saint.  Saint  Sang,  in  which  some  2000  persons, 
many  of  them  members  of  the  Belgian  aristocracy, 
took  part,  and  than  which  nothing  grander  or 
more  beautiful  has  been  seen  in  Europe  for  more 
than  fifty  years.  In  it  the  past  literally  lived 
again,  for  the  first  part  represented,  in  a  most 
realistic  manner,  the  arrival  in  1150  of  the 
precious  relic  in  Bruges,  the  honours  rendered  to 
it  by  the  House  of  Burgundy,  and  various 
episodes  connected  with  its  culto;  whilst  in  the 
second  portion,  scenes  from  the  Life  and  Passion  of 
our  Lord,  were  reproduced  with  a  skill  and  pathos 
recalling  the  Passion  plays  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
arousing  in  the  thousands  of  spectators  a  reverent 
enthusiasm,  significant  of  the  deep  religious 
feeling  of  the  Flemings. 

The  scene  in  the  Place  du  Bourg,  where  the 
Benediction  was  given  from  the  temporary  altar 
by  the  Bishop  of  Bruges,  was  beautiful  beyond 
all  words.  The  attendants  on  the  Christ,  the 
weeping  women,  and  the  Roman  soldiers,  the 
courtly  knights  and  ladies,  the  Crusaders  in  their 
gleaming  armour,  the  church  dignitaries,  the 
monks  and  nuns,  &c.,  with  the  crowds  of  specta- 
tors, all  alike  fell  on  their  knees  or  bowed  their 
heads  as  the  solemn  words  were  uttered,  linking 
together  in  one  exquisite  moment  the  present  and 
the  past,  and  bringing  forcibly  home  to  all  who 
realised  the  full  significance  of  the  scene,  that  the 
cultus  of  the  Holy  GraU  is  not  yet  outworn,  but 
remains  to  thousands  of  faithful  hearts  a  living 
and  inspiring  creed. 

The  great  jubilee  fete  was  succeeded  by  the 
May  fair,  which  lasted  a  whole  month,  and  afforded 
endless  delight  to  the  juniors  of  the  party,  if  it 


became  a  weariness  to  the  elders,  blocking  up,  as 
it  did,  the  noble  Grande  Place,  and  making  the 
sweet  summer  evenings  hideous  with  noise  and 
confusion.    Since    then  one   quaint  medieval 
festival  has  been  celebrated  after  another  in  this 
town,  of  which  the  very  keynote  is  conservatism. 
We  have  seen  the  flight  of  the  pigeons  from  the 
Grande  Place  on  the  fete  day  of  Bruges  ;  we  have 
watched  the  long  procession  of  devotees  from  the 
outlying  districts  on  their  way  to  the  Chapel  of 
the  Holy  Blood,  and  marvelled  at  their  rigid 
fulfilment  of  their  vow  of  silence ;  we  have  bowed 
our  heads  to  receive  the  Benediction  in  the  Grand 
Place    on   Corpus   Christi  Sunday ;    we  have 
worshipped  at  the  shrine  of  Memlinc  on  the  one 
day  when  he  may  be  worshipped  for  love  only 
throughout  the  year,  and  have  smiled  at  the 
crowds    of    country    maidens    listening  with 
frightened  eyes  and  open  mouths  to  the  sad  tale 
of  Saint  Ursula  and  her  virgins,  told  with  thrilling 
effect  by  the  custodian  ;  we  have  seen  the  nursing 
sisters  of  St.  John  praying  in  the  little  chapel 
with  arms  outstretched  as  on  a  cross,  in  uncon- 
scious i-eproduction  of  the  Oriental  attitude ;  we 
have  been  to  the  "  Cercle  of  the  Chat  Noir,"  and 
admired  its  quaint  decorations ;  we  have  listened 
entranced  to  the  music  in  Notre  Dame,  and  have 
been  carried  away,  heretics  though  we  are,  by  the 
devotion  with  which  the  air  seems  to  throb  in  the 
churches  of  Bruges;   we  have  lingered  in  the 
Beguinage  to  wateh  the  nuns  going  to  and  fro 
in  their  black  drapery ;  we  have  wandered  about 
the  so-called  rag  market,  where  our  appearance 
is  always  gi-eeted  by  the  strains  of  "  God  Save  the 
Queen  "  from  a  sturdy  seller  of  blacking ;  we 
have  bought  quaint  old  brasses  and  beautiful 
modem  pottery  for  trifling  sums,  and  wondered 
at  the  thrift  with  which  the  Brugeois,  like  the 
French,  turn  everything  to  account ;   we  have 
paid  a  tribute  of  admiration  to  the  lace  workers, 
plying  their  bobbins  with  deft  fingers  as  they  sit 
outside  their  doors  of  an  evening,  with  their 
children  playing  at  their  feet ;  we  have  wondered 
at  the  work  done  by  the  patient,  willing  dogs — for 
an  idle  dog  is  a  rare  sight  in  Bruges — who  draw 
or  help  to  push  loads  which  would  be  heavy  for 
ponies  or  donkeys  ;  and  we  have  been  touched  by 
the  courtesy  of  the  few  beggars  who  solicit  alms 
by  raising  their  caps  and  bowing  their  heads  to 
the  passers  by,  accepting  disappointment  with  no 
show  of  temper. 

We  have  made  trips  up  the  canal  to  Sluis  or 
Damme,  or  sculled  along  the  charming  Thames- 
like  Canal  d'Ostende;  we  have  wandered  out  to 
old  world  hamlets  where  time  seems  to  have  stood 
still  for  centuries,  and  where  cows  and  even  sheep 
are  converted  into  beasts  of  burden,  and  aid  in 
dragging  home  the  produce  of  the  farms.  Out- 
side lonely  estaminets  we  have  watched  peasants 
drinking,  playing  cards,  or  throwing  old-fashioned 
bowls,  who  might  have  sat  to  Teniers  or  Ostade, 
and  still  we  feel  there  remains  much  to  be  done, 
and  much  to  be  seen  before  the  pleasures  of 
Bruges  are  exhausted.  Sometimes,  however,  it 
must  be  confessed  a  feeling  of  home  sickness 
assails  us,  but  for  this,  too,  there  is  a  remedy ; 
for  the  English  colony  here  has  founded  a  golf, 
tennis,  and  ci-icket  club,  to  which  visitors  are 
admitted  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  In  the 
beautiful  grounds  belonging  to  the  club  three 
miles  from  Bruges  the  English  residents  meet 
two  or  thi'ee  times  a  week  to  join  in  the  games  or 
look  on,  to  drink  real  English  tea  and  chat 
together,  or  to  wiander  about  in  groups  gathering 
wild  flowers,  forgetting  for  a  time,  at  least,  that 
they  are  exiles  iu  a  foreign  and  not  too  friendly 
land.  In  connection  with  the  Bruges  Club  are 
vast  golf  links  at  Knoche,  a  fishing  village  near 
Heyst,  where  the  English  congregate  in  the 
summer,  and  on  the  lovely  wind-swept  dunes 
game  abounds  in  great  variety,  so  that  here,  too, 
as  at  home,  there  is  sport  for  those  who  cannot 
be  happy  without  it.  Nancy  Bell. 


THE  THAMES. 


Thames  fishing  has  been  very  dull  of  late. 
What  appears  to  be  wanted  is  a  few  days'  steady 
rain  to  put  life  into  the  river,  then  bank  and 
punt  anglers  may  get  some  sport.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  as  to  the  river  being  well  stocked ;  but 
nothing  puts  fish  off  the  feed  so  much  as  staleness 
of  the  water. 
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FISHING  IN  THE  DARK. 

A  FEW  years  ago  some  of  our  leading  anglers 
for  coarse  fish  were  greatly  against  angling  with 
rod  and  line  after  dark  or  before  sunrise.  A  good 
many  letters  on  this  subject  were  sent  to  the 
papei-s  devoted  to  angling,  the  result  at  last  being 
favourable  to  night  fishing.  It  stands  to  reason 
that  a  number  of  anglers  along  a  river's  bank 
must  to  a  very  great  extent  be  a  protection,  and 
help  to  keep  away  members  of  the  poaching 
fraternity.  When  a  young  man  I  have  more  than 
once  come  across  men  netting  subscription  and 
other  waters,  but  what  could  a  mere  boy  do 
against  several  big  roughs  ? 

It  matters  little  where  one  goes  after  coarse  fish 
in  the  daytime,  at  least  during  the  summer  and 
autumn ;  fish  being  so  much  sought  after,  ai-e 
naturally  shy,  refuse  to  be  tempted,  and  this  is 
how  I  found  it  on  my  last  outing.  I  was  fishing 
a  tidal  river,  floating  bread  crust,  then  bread  and 
bran,  changing  to  gentles,  then  white  paste,  with- 
out getting  a  single  touch.  Then  I  changed 
to  float  ledgering  till  the  tide  began  to  run  up, 
when  I  again  altered  my  line  for  heavy  ledgering, 
making  it  16ft.  in  length,  taking  off  the  shots  and 
float,  and  fixing  a  good  sized  bullet  18in.  from  the 
bottom  hook.  This  length  of  line  I  found  was 
not  any  too  much,  as  the  tide  came  right  up  on  the 
bank ;  and  I  frequently  changed  my  bait,  trying 
in  turn  marsh  worms  and  brandlings,  without 
any  result.  It  is  seldom  that  I  fish  the  top  of  the 
tide  without  getting  a  touch,  but  in  this  instance 
I  met  with  no  reward  for  my  patience,  and  it  was 
nearly  dark  before  I  hooked  a  fish — a  small  roach 
— then  followed  several  small  bream  and  roach, 
all  of  which  I  returned,  the  largest  fish  not 
weighing  ilb.;  then  I  hooked  an  eel,  and  deter- 
mined to  try  no  more  with  worms,  but  keep  to 
paste,  eels  being  such  a  trouble  and  spoiling  one's 
hooks.  It  had  now  become  very  dark,  thick 
clouds  working  up  from  the  south-west.  At  last 
I  was  into  a  good  fish,  but  he  got  off  while  in  play, 
as  did  several  others  in  quick  succession,  the 
last  one  boring  down  for  several  seconds  before 
he  begun  to  move  off,  in  fact,  at  first  I 
thought  that  I  had  hooked  the  bottom, 
until  the  fish  pulled  my  top  joint  right 
under  water;  again  I  failed  to  secure  the 
fish.  These  mishaps  caused  me  to  examine  my 
hook,  when,  to  my  disgust,  I  found  the  barb 
broken  off.  No  wonder  I  missed  fish  after  fish. 
Many  anglers  will  naturally  say  that  I  ought  to 
have  found  it  out  before.  So  I  should,  no  doubt, 
had  I  been  using  worms,  but  simply  pressing 
on  my  paste  bait  I  failed  to  discover  the  damage 
in  the  dark.  Putting  on  a  new  hook,  and  re- 
baiting  with  white  paste,  the  next  cast  I  caught  a 
bream  going  quite  2  lb. ;  then  followed  a  nice 
roach  well  over  lib.,  and  another  bream ;  paste 
was  evidently  the  taking  bait.  The  next  cast  out 
I  distinctly  felt  the  bait  snatched  at  before  the 
bullet  had  grounded,  but  failed  to  hook  the  fish. 
Then  came  a  mishap ;  once  again  I  was  into  a 
heavy  bream.  I  played  him  all  right,  and  got 
him  right  over  the  net,  but,  being  so  strong  and 
lively,  he  flopped  out,  but  he  was  still  on.  Once 
more  I  brought  him  close  to  my  landing-net,  when, 
unfortunately,  my  right  foot  slipped,  and  I  fell  on 
my  back,  the  tremendous  jerk  causing  my  line  to 
break  at  the  topping,  thus  losing  a  grand  fish.  My 
luck  being  fairly  out,  and  not  being  able  to  see 
in  the  great  darkness  to  make  up  another  ledger 
line  properly,  I  packed  up  my  traps,  and  so  back 
to  the  inn,  having  had  quite  enough  of  it.  Note  : 
Had  I  have  used  a  short  rod  with  winch  and 
running  line  I  could  have  kept  my  seat  and 
easily  have  landed  the  fish  without  having  to 
stand  up,  for  disjointing  the  roach  rod  was  out  of 
the  question  in  this  instance,  as  the  line  had  to 
be  quite  16ft.  or  17ft.  in  length  when  the  tide 
was  weU  up  to  fish  so  deep  a  place.  The  fact  is, 
on  these  occasions  one  should  always  go  with  a 
friend  and  have  a  good  lantern.  I  find  it  very 
difiBcult  to  locate  a  fish,  for  it  is  astonishing  how 
easily  one  may  be  deceived  with  regard  to  objects 
even  at  a  short  distance  from  one — a  mistake  is 
easily  made. 

Weeds. — In  tidal  rivers  floating  weeds,  even  in 
daylight,  are  a  great  trouble,  but  they  are  much 
more  so  at  night.  The  following  hints  may  there- 
fore help  the  novice  :  Before  the  light  has  quite 
gone  mark  well  the  run  of  the  tide  and 
direction  of  the  wind,  for  weeds,  as  a  rule, 
come  up  on  one  side  of  the  river  and  return  on 


the  other,  unless  they  are  broken  up  by  a  sti'ong 
wind,  then  they  are  a  perfect  pest,  hanging  round 
one's  line,  and  destroying  all  chance  of  fishing  in 
comfort.  Should  they  work  into  one's  swim,  it  is 
far  better  to  make  a  shift,  even  if  one  has  to  walk 
a  good  distance  to  the  next  bend.  I  find,  as  a 
rule,  a  spring  tide  lifts  the  floating  weeds  well  up 
on  the  bank,  leaving  the  river  fairly  clear  for 
days  ;  and  it  goes  without  saying  these  neap  tides 
are  the  best  for  evening  or  night  angling. 

A  few  years  ago  I  frequently  met  a  Frenchman, 
who  often  tried  in  the  big  pool  near  Arundel 
Park — a  capital  swim,  holding  both  big  bream 
and  roach.  He  was  returning  to  the  iim  for  his 
breakfast  after  a  night's  outing,  and,  seeing  I  had 
some  fish,  remarked :  "  How  do  you  get  dem  P 
I  feesh  all  zee  night,  I  feesh  all  zee  day,  I  get 
notings;  but  I  haf  de  style" — meaning  that  he 
fished  as  well  as  I  did. 

The  Frenchman  and  his  friend  used  to  fix  on 
the  top  joint  of  their  roach  rods,  when  pegged 
down,  a  small  bell,  that  gave  instant  notice  of  a 
knock.  In  fact,  his  friend  assm-ed  me  he  could 
tell  by  the  way  his  little  beU  rang  whether  it  was 
a  fish  or  the  pull  of  a  weed.  I  don't  doubt  this, 
as  most  anglers  who  have  had  any  practice  at 
ledger  fishing  can  detect  by  the  point  of  their  rod 
alone  whether  a  bream  or  a  roach  has  taken  the 
bait.  This  seems  almost  impossible  to  a  novice, 
yet  it  is  easy  enough  for  an  expert.  An  old  friend 
recently  asked  me  "  Where,  oh  !  where  can  I  get 
a  bit  of  decent  fishing  in  open  waters  P "  In 
answer  to  those  that  requii-e  coarse  fishing.  If 
young,  or  able  to  stand  a  night's  outing,  it  matters 
little — Thames,  Med  way,  Ouse,  Lea,  or  Aran;  but 
day  fishing,  until  we  have  had  a  good  push  of 
water,  will  not  improve  much.  Nxjra. 


THE  MAN  WITH  THE  BARREL. 
A  Plea  for  the  German  System. 


"  Oh,  I  could  not  stand  being  followed  about  by 
a  man  with  a  barrel  to  take  all  my  fish  from  me  ! " 
Such  has  been  the  impatient  exclamation  of 
many  an  English  angler  when  told  of  the  con- 
ditions under  which  he  must  fish  in  German 
waters.  Doubtless  the  angler  is  deprived  of  his 
solitude.  Perhaps,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  little  of 
the  romance  attaching  to  the  sport  may  be  rubbed 
off  if  one's  consciousness  be  fixed  too  closely  on 
the  thought  that  one's  captures  are  for  the  market 
or  for  the  pot.  But  these  drawbacks  can  be  easily 
exaggerated,  and  the  German  method  really 
possesses  merits  and  advantages  so  many  and  so 
great  as  to  far  outweigh  such  sentimental  con- 
siderations. 

Let  us  take  a  typical  day  on  a  German  river. 
We  call  on  a  miller  and  ask  his  leave  to  fish. 
The  worthy  man,  knowing  that  our  catch  will  be 
so  much  money  in  his  pocket,  cordially  wishes  us 
luck,  and  with  alacrity  provides  us  with  a 
"  bursch,"  a  yokel,  to  follow  us  with  the  cus- 
tomary receptacle.  This  is  not  a  barrel  in 
general,  but  a  tin  or  zinc  vessel  of  a  sort  of  cigar 


shape,  tapered,  truncated,  and  flattened.  There 
is  a  square  hole  in  the  top  with  a  lid,  to  admit  the 
captures,  and  the  whole  is  slung  from  the 
shoulders  of  the  bearer  from  two  rings,  so 
placed  that  the  water  slops  about  inside  marvel- 
lously little.  As  we  pass  through  the  miller's 
garden  we  see,  buried  in  a  bank  and  covered  with 
a  lid,  a  little  tank,  which  is  to  receive  our  cap- 
tives, while  here  and  there  from  trees  along  our 
length  of  water  hang  suspended  nets,  in  which 
the  captives  may  be  put  and  left  in  the  river  to 
save  carrying  them  from  place  to  place. 

From  time  to  time,  as  luck  justifies  us,  we  have 
to  let  our  bearer  take  back  his  burden  to  the  tank. 
With  grayling  in  particular  does  it  behove  us  to 
be  careful,  for  they  are  a  delicate  fish,  and  readily 
die  if  kept  in  too  confined  or  crowded  water.  In 
the  evening  we  tip  Fritz  hie  mark  and  go  our  way 
rejoicing,  having  had  an  excellent  and  most 
intelligent  gillie,  who  has  shown  us  where  the 
best  fish  lie,  netted  out  owx  fish,  unhooked  them. 


and  assisted  in  recovering  our  flies  when  hung  up 
in  trees,  &o.   He  has  saved  us  also ; — 

(1)  The  handling  of  slimy  fish ; 

(2)  The  carrying  of  our  landing-net  and  water- 

Sroof;  and 
,  ,     e  carrying  of  our  slimy  and  evil-smelling 
catch  (and  that  is  a  serious  item  on  this 
water). 

When  all  is  over  the  "  fisch  handler "  comes 
along,  summoned  in  advance  by  the  prudent 
miUer,  the  captives  are  weighed  (and  a  very 
interesting  and  ingenious  process  the  weighing 
is),  the  good  miller  receives  his  1  mark  50  pf  eimigs 
a  pound  for  the  trout  and  60  pfennigs  a  pound  for 
the  grayling,  and  the  fish  are  carried  off  alive  to 
market.  None  is  wasted,  for  none  are  killed  till 
they  are  sold.  The  miller  is  delighted  with  the 
result  of  our  day,  and  begs  us  earnestly  to  come 
again. 

Let  us  translate  this  process  into  English,  and 
suppose  a  farmer  or  miller  granting  fishing  rights 
upon  such  conditions.  Think  of  the  inducements 
to  him  to  stock  and  preserve  his  waters,  and  to 
look  after  the  purity  of  the  stream.  Think  how 
easy  for  respectable  applicants  to  secure  leave  to 
fish.  Think  of  the  profit  of  the  riparians,  and  of 
the  saving  of  the  waste  of  trout  life.  There  is 
only  the  sentimental  objection,  and  in  a  reason- 
ably good  day,  in  the  excitement  of  fishing,  the 
thought  that  the  pot  is  behind  one  is  practically 
forgotten.  Fritz  is  often  a  capital  fellow,  with  a 
fund  of  information  ready  for  you,  and  his  services 
in  lightening  the  load  upon  one's  shoulders 
make  a  very  appreciable  addition  to  the  day's 
pleasure. 

The  drawbacks  of  the  system  are  that  it  cannot 
be  taken  into  wild  parts,  nor  can  a  long  stretch 
of  river  far  from  the  tank  which  is  to  receive  the 
catch  be  readily  fished  without  undue  strain  upon 
the  shoulders  of  the  "  bursch,"  and  on  the  breathing 
apparatus  of  the  fish.  Stroke. 


REMINISCENCES  OP  WALTON-ON- 
THAMES. 


According  to  Mr.  Taunt's  "Guide  to  the 
Thames,"  Walton  Bridge  is  just  over  eighty- 
three  miles  from  the  Folly  Bridge  at  Oxford,  and 
twenty  miles  from  Putney.  Walton  Bridge  is 
composed  of  two  sets  of  arches — is  two  bridges,  in 
fact.  Part  of  one  fell  in  some  years  ago,  and  is 
replaced  by  an  ugly  iron  structure.  The  other 
old  bridge,  as  it  is  called,  is  carried  over  a  low, 
marshy  tract  of  ground,  which,  according  to  an 
old  record,  was  the  original  bed  of  the  Thames. 
The  church,  which  is  an  old  structure,  was  erected 
in  the  twelfth  century,  and  in  the  vestry  is  pre- 
served one  of  those  curious  instruments  of  punish- 
ment, a  "  scold's  bit,"  the  use  of  which  was  to 
compel  the  offender  to  hold  her  tongue.  Just 
above  the  bridge,  at  the  turn  of  the  stream,  is  a 
place  known  as  Oowey  Stakes,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  the  ford  where  Caesar  crossed  the  Thames. 
Mr.  Faulkner,  however,  in  his  "  History  of 
Chelsea,"  gives  a  very  different  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  point  of  crossing.  It  is  as  follows  : 
"  Mr.  Maitland  observed  that  'I  endeavoured  to  find 
a  ford  by  sounding  the  river  from  Wandsworth 
to  Woolwich,  and  I  found  one  about  90ft.  from 
Chelsea  Hospital  Gardens.  Here  the  greatest 
depth  at  low  water  was  4ft.  7in.  The  great: 
marshes,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  lay  between 
the  two  towns  just  mentioned,  and  there  the' 
Britons  had  their  camps.  At  Cowey  Stakes  the 
water  is  much  deeper,  and  there  are  many  shallower 
places  near  Cowey  Stakes,  over  which  the  legions 
might  have  crossed.  Again,  London  appears  to 
have  been  seventy-seven  miles  (Roman)  from 
Ritupis,  in  Kent,  where  Caesar  landed,  so  that  if 
three  miles  were  added  to  this  seventy-seven,  the . 
correct  distance  of  eighty  miles,  given  by  Caesar,^ 
will  be  the  measurement,  whereas  if  the  seventeen 
miles  to  Cowey  Stakes  be  added,  it  will  bring  up 
the  total  to  ninety -four  miles,  which  does  not' 
agree  with  the  account  given  by  Caesar.' "  (Mait- 
land's  "  London,"  p.  5.) 

As  a  fishing  station  Walton  has  been  noted  for 
many  years.  The  earliest  period  on  which  I 
fished  it  was  in  1851,  the  year  of  the  Great 
Exhibition.  It  was  our  custom  to  do  the  distance 
by  road,  behind  a  fast  trotting  pony,  from  Chelsea. 
The  present  railway  station  stands  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  river,  so  that  the  angler,  to 
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get  to  his  pitch  in  good  time,  must  have  a  fly  to 
take  him  to  the  bank,  as  "Dragnet"  observes. 
The  bream  were  to  be  found  there  in  immense 
shoals,  and  the  periods  of  their  "  coming  on  "  used 
to  be  watched  for  with  great  interest.  It  is 
averred  that  one  ancient  professional  always 
advised  his  clients  in  the  following  terse  and 
comical  manner  :  "  Cum  at  wunst.  The  Brim  is 
on."  The  best  swim  for  the  capture  of  "  Father 
Bellows"  was  situated  about  300yds.  above  the 
Anglers,  immediately  opposite  a  point  of  the 
meadows  on  the  Middlesex  side,  with  the  dead 
wall  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  punt  poles  were 
driven  in  about  12yds.  from  the  meadow- 
side,  and  the  punt  was  then  located  over 
14ft.  or  16ft.  of  water,  with  an  excellent  bottom. 
To  secure  this  swim  a  considerable  amount  of 
diplomacy  had  to  be  used.  First,  the  professional 
had  to  be  at  his  post  over-night,  with  his  punt 
fixed,  and  this  meant  an  additional  expense.  If 
he  were  relieved  it  was  accomplished  by  the 
anglers  themselves  taking  theii*  turn  in  guarding 
the  punt,  but  on  no  account  was  it  advisable  to 
leave  the  position  unguarded. 

My  visits  to  Walton  in  the  fifties  were  nearly 
always  productive  of  good  takes,  and  they  also 
afforded  me  a  considerable  fund  of  amusement. 
Upon  one  occasion,  with  Hone  as  our  attendant, 
we  were  doing  remarkably  well ;  the  fish  were  on 
feed,  and  a  goodly  number  had  been  taken. 
Suddenly,  bearing  right  down  upon  us,  we  descried 
a  huge  grass  boat,  with  a  couple  of  longshoremen 
in  charge.  Instead  of  endeavouring  to  clear  us, 
they  so  adroitly  managed  matters  as  to  graze  our 
outside  pole  and  to  nearly  send  us  adrift.  Thames- 
side  repartee  was  then  the  order  of  the  day.  They 
called  us  cockneys,  and  made  caustic  allusions  to 
the  Londoner's  diet,  which  was  popularly  sup- 
posed to  consist  of  "  gin  and  sprats."  We 
retorted  with  the  Marlow  "  puppy-pie  "  story,  and 
the  "  Bargeman's  Prayer,"  which  ran  as  follows  : 
"  Oh,  deliver  me  from  the  dangers  of  Putney 
Bridge.  If  we  get  safely  through,  I'll  stand  a 
pot  of  '  six  ale.' "  At  last  we  provoked  them  so 
that  we  were  invited  to  land  and  have  a  good 
hiding.  Now  my  friend  was  an  accomplished 
boxer,  in  fact,  we  both  attended  Jemmy  Shaw's 
twice  a  week.  We  therefore,  contrary  to  Hone's 
wish,  loosed  the  punt  and  drifted  down.  My 
friend  set-to  with  their  best  man,  and  in  the 
space  of  two  minutes  he  was  lying  in  the  river, 
with  the  limpid  stream  gently  rippling  over  his 
face,  and  washing  the  coagulated  blood  from  his 
split  lips  and  nose.  Nothing  more  being 
required  we  returned  to  our  pitch,  but  the  swim 
had  been  disturbed,  so  that  for  that  day  our 
occupation  was,  like  Othello's,  gone. 

Upon  another  occasion,  many  years  after  the 
above-related  occurrence,  a  friend  of  mine  invited 
me  to  accompany  him.  He  was  a  noisy,  bluster- 
ing fellow,  bent,  like  "  Tibby  Snob,"  upon  "  teach- 
ing me  summat."  So  he  arranged  with  G.  Roger- 
son,  who  was  then  located  in  a  cottage  adjacent 
to  the  Anglers,  to  pilot  us.  We  were  fortunate 
enough  to  secure  the  pitch,  and  Rogerson  sat  in 
the  punt  till  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  we 
did  duty  tUl  3  a.m.  About  four  we  began  fishing. 
Hardly  had  my  float  sailed  down  the  swim  than 
I  got  a  touch,  and  soon  a  nice  bream  was  placed 
in  the  punt-well.  And  so  the  merry  game  went 
on,  I  doing  all  the  execution.  I  am  entirely 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  this ;  but  it  has 
repeatedly  occurred  to  me  during  my  long 
experience  as  an  angler,  that  one  man  gets 
all  the  luck  while  his  friend  is  left  out  in 
the  cold.  The  fish  I  caught  were  nearly  all 
bream.  There  were  a  few  roach,  and  one  barbel 
of  61b. ;  but  all,  with  the  exception  of  three  fish — 
one  a  roach  of  lib. — fell  to  my  rod.  My  friend 
was  very  much  annoyed  that  a  "  novice  like  me 
should  wipe  the  eye  of  him,  who  had  lived  at 
Walton  for  years."  He  asserted  that  being  in 
the  punt  parlour  gave  me  a  considerable  advantage 
over  him,  and  suggested  that  we  should  change 
places  after  lunch.  This  we  did,  but  it  made  no 
difference — I  still  took  the  fish  while  he  had  not 
a  touch.  At  the  close  of  the  day  I  had  nearly 
2001b.  of  bream,  roach,  and  barbel,  and  this  was 
the  largest  take  I  have  ever  had  upon  the  Thames. 
At  Hampton  Ooui-t,  with  Davis,  at  Twickenham, 
with  Spong,  and  at  Chertsey,  with  Hackett,  I 
have  done  remarkably  well,  but  have  never 
approached  my  Walton  experience.  In  no  very 
good  humour  my  friend  and  I  returned  home,  and 
the  matter  dropped ;  but  for  years  after  the  event, 


whenever  Rogerson  wanted  a  "  whiskey,"  he  had 
only  to  refer  to  the  big  take  to  get  it.  Poor 
George !  He  has  now  passed  on  to  "  that  undis- 
covered country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller 
returns."  He  took  a  great  number  of  fish,  but  a 
greater  number  of  glasses  of  whiskey. 

The  "  Sale,"  which  is  at  Walton,  is  a  favourite 
haunt  of  fish  during  the  spawning  time,  and 
precautions  have  been  taken  of  late  years  for  pre- 
serving the  spawn  by  covering  it  with  wire  netting. 
While  visiting  Mr  Wheeldon,  who  then  had  the 
"  Swan,"  he,  upon  one  occasion,  bemoaned  his 
hard  luck.  "Look  at  me,"  he  cried;  "see  how 
my  hair  has  turned  grey.  I've  been  throwing  over 
a  pike  of  over  201b.  in  the  Sale  with  some  of  the  best 
dace  that  could  be  procured  for  the  last  three 
months,  and  one  fellow  comes  down  from  London 
and  gets  him  the  first '  pop.'  " 

The  station  is  not  at  the  present  time  so 
productive  of  sport  as  formerly.  During  the 
fifties  and  sixties  any  number  of  punts  might  be 
descried  in  the  reach  between  Sunbury  Lock  and 
the  bridge;  but  on  passing  the  spot  one  day 
during  the  past  season  not  a  punt  could  I  see. 
And  as  we  glided  over  the  noted  swim,  memories 
of  Hone,  Rogerson,  Young,  Bi-oome,  and  others 
rose  like  films  in  the  tablets  of  my  memory,  and  I 
turned  in  sorrow,  with  a  thought  that  "  all  is 
barren,"  from  one  of  the  most  celebrated  pitches 
upon  the  Thames. 

Bream  are,  of  course,  alws^ys  considered  to  be  a 
very  restless  kind  of  fish.  At  one  time  you  may 
have  excellent  sport ;  but  on  revisiting  their  old 
haunts  you  may  possibly  find  that  they  have 
left,  and  that  their  place  knoweth  them  again 
no  more.  Hone  best  described  them  in  his 
comments :  "  Very  pishus  (capricious)  fish  is  the 
brim." 

Tom  passed  merrily  on,  and  I  varied  my 
experiences  with  visits  to  the  Tare,  Ouse,  and 
other  rivers.  At  last  I  determined  upon  having 
one  more  try  at  Walton.  The  day  was  beautiful. 
A  glorious  summer  sun  was  shining  in  all  its 
splendour,  and  the  river,  brim-fvill,  was  flowing 
silently  and  majestically  along,  while  "  all  the  air 
a  solemn  stillness  "  held.  Our  pitches  had  been 
various,  but,  at  the  time  to  which  I  refer,  was  just 
above  the  "  Anglers."  We  had  taken  no  bream, 
but  had  a  few  roach.  All  at  once  the  stillness  of 
the  evening  was  broken  by  a  shout  from  just 
above  us.  "  Hi !  Hi ! "  cried  the  voice.  "  Guten 
abend,  mein  freund.  Wie  geht  es  Ihnen  P  "  I 
turned  at  the  sound,  and  there  saw  a  man  in 
dress  clothes  and  tall  hat,  whom  I  immediately 
recognised  as  an  officer  in  the  Dresden  Guards 
who  was  staying  in  our  town.  He  swam  ashore, 
touched  the  bank,  and  swam  back  again,  landing 
aU  right.  I  subsequently  found,  on  visiting  the 
Swan,  that  he  had,  for  a  bet  of  £25,  swum  across 
the  river  in  his  dress  clothes  without  shifting  his 
top  hat.  There  was  a  merry  party  there  when  I 
arrived,  and  it  was  late  at  night  ere  we  reached 
our  ancestral  halls,  some  fourteen  miles  distant 
from  Walton.  Le  Balafre. 


CARP  CAPTURE. 


For  more  than  thirty  years  I  have  placed  carp 
fishing  at  the  head  of  all  so-called  "  coarse  fish- 
ing," for  the  following  reasons :  First,  they  give 
more  sport  than  any  other  "coarse"  fish  with 
which  I  am  acquainted ;  second,  their  extreme 
artfulness  makes  their  capture  a  greater  triumph 
than  is  to  be  felt  by  the  landing  of  almost  any 
other  fish.  In  my  time  I  have  caught  a  few 
salmon  and  many  trout,  and  my  experience 
teaches  me  that  a  carp  of  from  4lb.  to  61b.  will 
give  as  much  sport  (though  of  a  different 
character)  as  a  trout  of,  say,  31b.,  hooked  on  fly. 
Holding  these  views,  I  venture  to  recommend 
carp  fishing  to  my  brother  anglers,  and  shall  in 
this  paper  give  briefly  my  idea  as  to  the  best 
method  to  adopt  for  their  capture.  Most  of  us 
know  that  carp  wiU  take  a  great  variety  of  bait — 
worms,  gentles,  potatoes,  peas,  pastes  made  of 
bread,  spongecake,  biscuit,  honey  paste,  yellow 
aste,  pink  paste,  shrimp  paste,  cherries,  bananas, 
oiled  wheat,  small  fish.  In  fact,  it  seems  difficult 
to  find  a  bait  they  will  not  take  at  times.  But  this 
"  fresh- water  fox  "  has  a  very  fickle  appetite,  and 
to  tempt  him,  after  he  has  reached  years  of 
discretion,  his  food  must  be  daintily  offered,  and 
in  such  a  manner  that  he  will  suspect  no 
"  poisoned  cup."    We  very  often  hear  the  remark 


that  "  at  so  and  so  there  are  lots  of  very  fine 
carp,  but  it  is  no  use  fishing  for  them,  as  they  will 
not  take  a  bait." 

I  would  advise  the  owner  of  a  water  about 
which  this  can  be  said  to  try  the  following 
remedy,  which  I  have  known  to  have  the  desired 
effect ;  Select  the  most  convenient  spot  to  angle 
from — a  spot  that  will  give  free  scope  for  the  rod 
and  a  long  run  for  the  quarry,  when  hooked, 
before  reaching  the  weeds — any  depth  of  water 
not  less  than  2  ft.  will  do,  and  for  months — say 
from  now  until  next  May — throw  in  food  every 
day.  I  am  told  that  kitchen  refuse,  such  as 
vegetable  scraps,  including  potatoes,  is  good; 
but  in  the  case  that  came  under  my  own  ken 
Spratt's  dog  biscuit  was  all  that  was  used.  Each 
day  two  biscuits  were  broken  up  and  scalded  and 
thrown  in  at  one  spot,  and  for  months  afterwards 
there  was  never  any  difficulty  in  catching  carp 
there.  On  several  occasions  I  caught  more  than 
I  could  carry ;  but  my  plan  was  to  fish  until  I 
had  fiUed  a  large  roach  basket,  and  then  transport 
the  carp  to  another  water,  a  short  distance  away, 
and  so  "  da  ca(r)po  ! "  Plain  bread  paste  was  the 
Isait  used.  My  (almost)  unvarying  plan  of  fishing 
for  carp  is  to  select  a  short-shanked  No.  10  to  12 
hook,  without  an  outward  bend  to  it,  for  the 
reason  that  will  presently  appear.  The  gut 
must  be  fine,  and  should  be  stained  "  kharki " 
colour.  Attach  the  hook  to  a  length  of  sound 
gut,  that  should  be,  at  any  rate,  equal  in  length 
to  the  depth  of  the  water  fished.  About  a  foot 
from  the  hook  tie  lin.  of  very  coarse  gut  at  right 
angles  with  the  line,  and,  after  considerably 
enlarging  the  hole  through  which  the  gut  trace 
passes,  thread  a  pierced  bullet  of  the  size 
of  a  large  pea.  The  object  of  the  inch 
of  gut  now  becomes  apparent.  It  prevents 
the  bullet  from  slipping  down  the  line,  and  is 
of  no  weight  for  the  carp  to  lift  when  it  takes 
the  bait.  The  reasons  that  small  hooks  without 
an  outward  bend  are  recommended  are  that  they 
have  finer  gut  attached,  and  that  carp,  in  my 
opinion,  often  reject  a  bait  after  "mouthing" 
it,  as  they  feel  the  coarse  gut,  or  the  "  core  " 
(which  is  the  hook)  inside  the  bait,  the  flat  hook 
being  less  likely  to  be  detected.  At  one  time 
I  always  used  small  triangles,  but  discontinued 
the  use  of  them  for  the  following  reason.  I 
was  carp  fishing  by  the  side  of  a  friend,  and 
now  and  again  getting  a  decent  carp,  while  he, 
though  he  often  had  "touches,"  never  had  a 
"run."  After  one  of  these  unsatisfactory 
"  touches,"  I  persuaded  him  to  carefully  lift  his 
bait  to  shore,  and  upon  it  was  the  distinct 
impression  of  the  upper  and  lower  lips  of  a 
carp.  After  changing  his  triangle  for  a  No.  11 
hook,  he  was  no  more  bothered  in  this  way,  but 
enjoyed  some  sport.  The  best  float  to  use  in 
calm  weather  is  a  porcupine  quill,  as  it  offers  a 
minimum  of  resistance  to  the  water,  and  goes 
through  weeds  better  than  any  other.  Allow 
the  float  to  be  about  a  foot  deeper  than  the 
water,  measuring  from  the  bullet  to  the  float. 
This  wiU  prevent  the  line  standing  perpen- 
dicularly over  the  bullet,  and  so  bring  it  farther 
from  the  bait.  The  float  will,  in  this  case,  lie  flat. 
Do  not  strike  until  the  float  has  moved  away  a 
foot  or  so.  Use  a  fly  rod,  with  a  stiffish 
top  and  a  very  free  running  Nottingham 
reel,  with  not  less  than  80yds.  of  line.  An 
undressed  silk  line,  well  greased  for  10yds. 
from  the  point  of  attachment  to  the  gut 
trace,  will  float  for  many  hours.  The  bait  (plain 
bread  paste)  should  be  not  less  than  the  size  of  a 
large  damson,  and  of  the  same  shape,  though  1 
have  often  used  baits  as  large  as  a  small  walnut 
successfully.  The  object  of  so  large  a  bait  is  to 
prevent  the  hook  being  detected.  When  re- 
baiting  always  wash  the  fingers  well.  Never  touch 
the  paste  with  the  hands  when  making.  The 
crumb  of  a  loaf  of  the  previous  day's  baking 
should  be  placed  in  a  clean  cloth  and  submerged 
for  a  few  seconds  in  clean  water,  and  after  most 
of  the  water  has  been  squeezed  from  it,  the  bread 
should  be  kneaded  in  the  cloth  until  it  is  of  the 
desired  consistency.  When  carp  fishing  it  is 
best  to  use  the  same  bait  for  ground  baiting  as 
that  used  on  the  hook,  the  idea  being  that  the 
"foxy  carp's"  suspicions  are  less  likely  to  be 
aroused ;  he  picks  up  small  pellets  of  paste  with 
impunity,  and  simply  finds  one  pellet  larger  than 
those  he  has  gobbled.  When  fishing  never  throw 
in  ground  bait  by  the  handful  (ground  baiting 
overnight  for  the  next  day  would  be  an  excep- 
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tion),  but  use  one  pellet  at  a  time,  rather  larger 
than  a  pea. 

As  a  last  word,  I  would  say,  keep  out  of  sight  as 
much  as  possible;  avoid  making  the  slightest 
vibration  on  the  bank,  and.  when  you  have  hooked 
your  carp,  let  him  run  absolutely  free,  your  fly 
rod  and  free-running  reel  doing  the  rest  until  the 
first  rush  is  over ;  then  gently  fpel  his  mouth,  all 
the  while  prepai-ed  for  another  30  yard  or  40  yard 
rush  ;  and  when  you  have  safely  netted  him,  I  am 
sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  if  carp  fishing  is 
"  coarse  fishing,"  it  is  for  all  that  a  grand  sport. 
Carpe  diem!  W.  F.  B. 


AUTUMN  PROSPECTS  ON  THE  EDEN. 

The  autumn  salmon  fishing  on  the  Eden 
promises  to  be  better  than  it  has  been  for  many 
years,  the  recent  floods  having  had  the  effect  of 
enabling  the  fish  to  ascend  the  river  ;  and  now 
that  matters  have  been  improved  at  Armathwaite 
Weir,  the  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers' 
Association  should  have  a  chance  upon  both 
the  Eden  and  Eamont.  I  also  hear  that  a  few 
salmon  have  run  up  the  Yore,  which  looks  as 
though  the  pollutions  from  the  Aire  and  Calder 
have  been  somewhat  abated.  For  the  autumn 
months  my  favourite  salmon  flies  are  the  Silver 
Doctor,  Jock  Scott,  and  Bull  Dog.—"  Halcyon," 
in  the  weekly  edition  of  the  Leeds  Mercury. 


VARIOUS  ITEMS. 

Not  only  is  it  necessary  to  know  how  and 
where,  but  when  to  fish.  Many  anglers  seem  to 
leave  this  entirely  to  chance.  For  instance,  when 
a  river  is  known  to  be  in  good  ply,  this  is  an 
opportunity  the  angler  should  not  let  slip,  for  it 
may  be  days  (and  even  weeks)  before  it  is  in  a 
similar  condition,  and  when  the  "  brim  is  hon  " 
the  angler  should  be  at  them. 

I  have  known  anglers  who  have  known  how  to 
fish  who  have  been  quite  ignorant  with  respect  to 
the  best  period.  They  have  gone  to  places  without 
making  any  inquiry  (or,  as  they  termed  it,  "on 
the  off  chance  "),  found  everything  all  wrong,  and 
returned  utterly  disgusted. 

Such  has  been  their  ignorance  that  I  have 
actually  known  them  go  a  long  journey,  and 
walk  miles  to  places  where  there  have  been  very 
few  fish  to  catch,  and  those  not  worth  taking, 
when  a  line  to  the  right  quarter  would  have  saved 
them  no  end  of  trouble  and  expense.  Their 
expectations  were  not  realised,  their  misery 
complete,  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
in  these  cases  it  is  better  to  expect  to  catch  a  few 
than  expect  a  big  haul  and  take  none. 

Again,  from  inexperience  and  sheer  ignorance, 
they  frequently  tried  for  fish  that  were  not  on  the 
feed,  and  certain  fish  they  might  have  caught 
they  never  attempted — a  common  occurrence. 

Sooner  or  later  a  time  comea  when  a  river  is  in 
prime  condition.    The  three  Ws— wind,  weather, 
.and  water— are  at  their  very  best,  and  fish 
are  well  on  the  feed,  but  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
that  on  certain  occasions  swims  may  be  found  in 
rivers  near  towns  that  give  more  sport  than  swims 
much  further  afield.    There  are  reasons  for  it,  yet 
I  would  rather  fish  in  a  solitary  swim  in  the  most 
trying  circumstances  than  be  surrounded  by  a 
howling  mob  ^as  I  have  been  on  more  than  one 
occasion),  giving  all  sorts  of  advice  on  hooking  a 
good  fish  quite  impossible  to  carry  out.    If  one 
really  wishes  to  enjoy  the  true  pleasures  of 
angling  one  must  fish  alone.  Of  course,  there  are 
many  delightful  exceptions  all  of  us  can  call  to 
mind,  but  I  allude  to  general  and  not  special 
occasions,  when  the  presence  of  a  well-behaved 
eager  youth,  enthusiastic  middle-aged  expert,  or 
some  peculiar,  quaint,  jolly  old  angler  adds  to  the 
day's  enjoyment.    Beware  of  both  the  lazy  angler 
and  the  egotistical  duffer.     The  one  I  mean  is  as 
full  of  conceit  and  ignorance  as  a  chub  is  full  of 
bones.     Another  specimen  I  have  met  is  an 
angler  who  is  always  on  the  fidget,  and  nothing 
contents  him.    Now  his  rod  top  is  in  the  water ; 
line  round  his  feet;  he  has  lost  his  knife;  his 
hooks  are  all  too  small ;  his  reel  drops  into  the 
water ;  he  casts  his  float  up  a  tree ;  he  strikes  too 
hard  and  breaks  his  tackle ;  too  soon ;  too  late ; 
his  ground-bait  is  made  too  dry;  and  lastly,  he 
comes  down  a  cropper  in  the  boat,  and  knocks 
one's  hat  off  with  his  rod.    How  frequently  have 
I  blessed  him. 


The  two  former  specimens  always  want  some 
friend  to  whom  they  can  appeal  for  help.  They 
could  not  possibly  go  a-fishing  alone,  and  if  they 
hook  an  eel  or  a  good  fish  are  utterly  helpless,  for 
they  cannot  unhook  the  one  or  land  the  other 
either  with  their  hands  or  a  net ;  whilst  the  lazy 
angler  is  never  so  happy  as  when  he  has  someone 
near  him  to  bait  bis  hook,  manipulate  the 
ground-bait,  and  land  his  fish.  I  know  nothing 
more  trying  than  going  fishing  with  one  of  these 
egotistical  duffers.  He  either  does  something  or 
wants  to  do  something  to  which  one  particularly 
objects,  or  the  confounded  nincompoop  will  often 
persist  in  interfering  at  a  critical  moment  when 
one  is  straining  every  nerve  to  get  over  a  diffi- 
culty, and  one  feels  that  one  could  knock  him 
down ;  at  any  rate,  that  is  how  I  have  felt,  and  in 
a  jiffy  the  otherwise  quiet,  peaceful,  contented, 
contemplative  man  is  changed  to  a  veritable 
demon. 

In  some  rivers  fish  require  much  less  attracting 
than  in  others.  Take  the  Bedfordshire  Ouse, 
for  instance ;  it  often  happens  that  one  can 
catch  roach  from  2oz.  to  5oz.  in  this  river.  In 
certain  well-known  localities  one  will  sometimes 
catch  fifty  of  these  "  scripers  "  to  one  weighing 
12oz.  Out  of  1]  2  I  saw  on  one  occasion  there  was 
not  a  roach  that  weighed  8oz.,  and  yet  there  are 
splendid  roach  in  this  river;  such  a  catch,  for 
instance,  as  a  dozen  roach  averaging  nearly  l^lb. 
each  recently  recorded. 

I  believe  one  reason  of  this  is,  many  anglers 
persistently  fish  from  the  bank,  where  numbers  of 
these  small  fish  are  caught,  for  they  never  seem 
to  fish  in  mid-stream  (which  can  easily  be  done 
with  a  fine  line  and  a  light  leger),  where  a  better 
sample  may  sometimes  be  caught.  In  several 
rivers  I  could  mention  I  have  always  taken  the 
best  fish  in  mid-stream.  With  respect  to  two  of 
our  chief  rivers,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the 
same  remark  applies  to  dace,  and  I  cannot 
understand  it,  for,  so  far  as  I  can  recollect,  I 
never  took  a  dace,  either  in  the  Trent  or  Thames, 
that  weighed  8oz.,  whilst  in  the  Lea,  Western 
Rother,  and  Wiltshire  Avon  I  have  taken  them 
considerably  over  that  weight,  and  these  were 
mere  babies  compared  to  some  that  I  have  seen 
taken  in  the  Beane,  Lark,  and  Rib. 

I  have  an  idea  that  when  throwing  in  ground 
bait    and    one    only    takes   small    roach  one 
should  make  a  move,  because  if  large  roach 
were    in    the    swim    they   would    soon  drive 
away  the  small  fry,  similar  to  barbel  chasing 
roach,  more  especially  if  the  ground-bait  was 
to  their  liking.    In  days  of  yore  I  have  seen 
a  shoal  of  roach  numbering  some  thousands, 
the  greater  portion  being  about  the  same  size, 
and    they    were    packed    so    closely  together 
could  not  put  one's  finger  between  them, 
fact,    they    looked    like    a    solid  mass, 
swimming    very  slowly   together    as  one 
Such  a  shoal  could  never  keep  together 
a  lengthened  period,  at   least,  I  should 
think  not.    The  food  supply  would  fail,  and 
they  could  never  suffer  the  discomfort.  No 
doubt  they  would  break  up  into  small  shoals,  and 
after  cleansing  themselves  on  the  shallows  as 
time  went  on,  eventually  seek  those  pools,  holes, 
eddies,  and  slow-running  deeps  which  they  affect, 
and  where  food,  quiet,   and  shelter  could  be 
obtained.     I  have  heard  it  stated  that  roach 
seldom  move  from  their  favourite  haunts.    All  I 
can  say  is,  these  roach  were  quite  three  miles  from 
the  main  river,  and  in  a  summer  flood  I  have 
caught  good  bream,  roach,  and  dace  in  the  same 
field.  Width  of  stream  about  6yd8.  Now,  when  the 
angler  knows  the  places  mentioned  above,  and  the 
period  that  roach  are  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
them,  and  he  can  keep  them  together  by  judicious 
and  artful  ground -baiting  either  the  morning 
before  or  whilst  he  is  fishing,  he  may  take  from 
151b.  to  201b.  of  roach  in  a  day's  fishing ;  on  the 
other  hand,  when  it  sometimes  happens  that  he 
will  take  ten   roach,    weighing    81b.,  twelve, 
between  14lb.  and  151b,  two,  3|lb.,  or  three, 
between  51b.  and  61b.  (similar  takes  are  frequently 
reported),  I  conclude  that  large  roach  as  a 
rule  congregate  in  only  small  numbers;  and 
it  would  seem  that  the  old  saying,  that  where 
there  are  plenty  of  small  fish  there  must  be 
plenty  of  large  ones,  does  not  always  apply.  A 
swim  contains,  say,  twenty  fish,  and  you  may 
take  my  word  that  on  many  occasions  as  much 
ground-bait  is  thrown  in  in  two  hours  as  would 
serve  them  for  a  week,  and  all  chance  of  sport  is 


destroyed  at  one  bang.  Again,  thousands  of 
gentles  are  continually  thrown  in  in  such  com- 
paratively small  numbers  that  not  one  ever 
reaches  the  ground.  I  have  known  quite  a  pint 
to  be  used  in  a  day's  fishing,  that  might  just  as 
well  have  been  pitched  on  the  bank,  for  small 
roach  and  bleak  snapped  up  every  gentle  long 
before  they  reached  the  hook  bait,  and  the  angler 
was  none  the  wiser. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  have  seen  anglers  when 
fishing  for  roach  throw  in  handful  after  handful 
of  that  particularly  filling  and  weighty  "ground- 
bait  (stewed  wheat)  before  they  have  taken  a 
single  fish ;  and  when  one  considers  how  very 
seldom  roach  are  what  may  be  termed  ravenous, 
one  cannot  wonder  at  some  anglers  being  so  un- 
successful, for  it  would  take  a  large  number  of 
fish  madlj  on  the  feed  to  eat  a  quarter  of  the 
fearful  mixtures  I  have  seen  used,  especially 
when  anglers  are  in  the  habit  of  using  the  same 
ground- bait,  whether  the  fish  care  for  it  or  not. 
A  great  mistake,  for  they  have  been  dosed  with 
it  for  such  long  periods  that  they  are  sick  of  it. 
It  may  be  worms,  grains,  gentles,  greaves,  cheese, 
bread  and  bran,  wheat,  or  barley  meal.  Most  of 
these  may  be  used  for  ground-bait  (and  often  are) 
at  periods  when  the  fish  are  feeding  on  something 
quite  different  the  angler  little  suspects,  never 
thinks  of  using,  such  as  weeds,  caddis,  shrimps, 
molluscs,  and  if  he  fails  to  discover  it,  then  the 
next  best  thing  is  to  go  home  and  smoke  his  pipe. 

A. 


Occasional  Notes. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will,  I  feel 
sure,  be  glad  to  know  that  the  new  book  by  the 
"Amateur  Angler,"  entitled  "An  Old  Man's 
Holidays,"  is  now  ready.  I  mention  this  because 
there  have  been  inquiries  about  it  from  all  sides. 


I 
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all 

fish. 

for 


Another  book  which  I  am  also  reading  with 
great  satisfaction,  and  hope  to  notice,  is  the  new 
volume  in  Messrs.  Longmans'  "  Fur  and  Feather 
Series  "  on  the  pike  and  the  perch.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  this  welcome  addition  to  the 
great  library  of  angling  books  is  the  joint  produc- 
tion of  the  editor  and  the  angling  editor  of  the 
Field,  Mr.  Senior  ("Red  Spinner")  dealing  with 
the  pike  chiefly,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("John 
Bickerdyke")  with  the  perch.  The  illustrations 
are  capitally  done.   

There  is  admittedly  nothing  like  angling  for 
prolonging  life,  and  therefore  the  best  way  to 
ensure  a  healthy  and  happy  long  life  is  to  take 
the  Fishing  Gazette  regularly.  One  of  our 
American  subscribers,  the  Hon.  Daniel  B. 
Fearing,  is  evidently  a  firm  believer  in  this  view 
of  the  F.  G.,  since  he  has  recently  sent  us  a  postal 
order  for  £3  2s.  6d.— payment  in  advance  for  five 
years'  subscription  to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  This 
is  not  a  fish  story,  for,  as  the  patent  medicine 
people  say,  anyone  who  doubts  the  statement  can 
see  the  original  at  our  office. 


I  am  glad  to  see  that  Forest  and  Stream  has 
been  awarded  a  gold  medal  at  the  Paris  Exhibi- 
tion for  its  exhibit  in  the  Palace  of  Forestry  and 
Pisheriesf  consisting  of  fifty-three  bound  volumes 
from  the  beginning  in  1873  to  the  close  of  1899. 
In  addition  to  the  first  prize  of  a  gold  medal,  it 

has  been  awarded  a  bronze  medal  in  Class  51  

Hunting  Equipments,  &c. ;  and  recognised  with 

two  honourable  mentions,  one  in  Class  49  

Scientific  Forestry— and  the  other  in  Class  52— 
Products  of  the  Chase.  This  is  the  fourth  Inter- 
national Exhibition  at  which  the  Forest  and 
Stream  has  received  recognition  as  a  journal  of 
high  merit,  standing,  and  influence.  Its  awards 
now  comprise  the  Centennial,  Philadelphia.  1876 ; 
International  Fisheries,  Berlin,  1880;  World's 
Fair,  Chicago,  1893 ;  Paris  Exposition,  1900. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  was  also  awarded  a  silver 
medal  at  the  Berlin  Exhibition  in  1880,  and 
previously  at  Norwich,  but  I  am  not  sure  I  am 
not  almost  as  proud  of  tha,t  five  years'  subscription 
in  advance .'  R.  B.  Mabston. 


October  13,  1900] 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETT. 
The  angling  reports  f urnislied  to  Monday's  meeting  of 
this  society,  Mr.  H.  Harden  in  the  chair,  were  neither 
cheering  nor  exhilarating.  Members  who  had  been  fish- 
ing, one  and  all  told  the  same  tale  of  low,  clear  waters  and 
want  of  stream.  As  if  these  drawbacks  to  sport  were  not 
enough  to  contend  with,  the  strong  wind  at  the  end  of  last 
week  had  made  it  impossible  to  roach-fish  with  any  degree  of 
comfort  or  success  except  in  a  few  sheltered  nooks,  which 
on  the  Ivennet  are  just  a  little  difficult  to  discover. 
From  this  famous  Berkshire  stream,  from  the  Thames, 
and  from  the  Wey  came  stories  of  indifferent  sport. 
True,  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  managed  to  find  the  roach  at 
Newbury,  but  not  until  it  was  almost  too  dark  to  see  the 
float.  He  took,  however,  some  nice  fish,  but  not  many  of 
them,  and  displayed  a  brace,  going  jast  over  21b.  the  pair, 
on  the  table.  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  was  the  only  member 
present  who  had  been  to  Uxbridge.  He  got  a  number 
of  fish,  principally  roach,  of  which  he  creeled  a  splendid 
Eample,  the  weights  running  up  to  lib.  8oz.  The  roach 
were  allured  with  paste  by  way  of  a  change  from  crust  and 
gentles.  Mr.  W.  H.  Taylor,  who,  as  recorded  last  week, 
oanght  a  pike  of  161b.  in  Ireland,  wrote  stating  that  he 
had  secured  an  even  better  exampla  at  Clonbur,  weighing 
201b.  It  was  hoped  that  this  epacimen  would  have  been 
on  the  table  after  finding  a  temporary  resting  place  in  the 
ice  room  of  the  Holborn,  but  the  taxidermist  claimed  it 
for  preservation  purposes,  and  it  left  the  society's  head- 
quarters on  Saturday.  Possibly  the  members  may  have  a 
sight  of  it  when  it  has  been  made  beautiful  for  ever  by 
Messrs.  Cooper's  art.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETT. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  of  the 
society,  held  at  the  Esstaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street, 
on  Wednesday,  Oct.  10,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  in  the 
chair,  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  hon.  sec.  read  a  favourable  report  from 
the  society's  agent  at  Deal.  The  following  experiences 
were  then  given  by  members,  Mr.  Goddard,  fishing  at 
Leigh  on  Oct.  4,  found  sport  very  poor,  taking  only  twelve 
email  fish.  Messrs.  Minchin,  Crisfield,  and  Mallett,  at 
Claoton-on-Sea,  on  Oct.  6  took  four  score  whiting  and 
dabs.  On  Oct.  7  Messrs.  Minchin  and  Crisfield  took  five 
and  a  half  score.  Messrs.  Dryden,  Ladell,  Carman,  and 
Petrzywalski,  at  Margate,  on  Oct.  6  took  four  and  a  half 
Ecore  fish;  and  on  Oct.  7  Mr.  Petrzywalski  and  friend 
took  125  whiting  and  pouting,  also  a  cod  of  81b.  Mr,  Carman 
mentioned  that  Mr.  Dalton  and  friend  on  Oct.  7  landed 
eight  score  fish,  including  two  score  c idling,  average  about 
IJlb.  each.  Mr.  Gibson  reported  hiving  been  to  Bally- 
cotton  for  twenty-three  days  in  September,  and  mentioned 
that  he  found  the  sport  was  not  so  good  as  in  October  of 
last  year,  but  had  taken  480  fish,  including  the  following 
species:  Bream  (best  31b.),  red,  grey,  and  sappharine 
gurnard,  scad,  whiting,  pollack  (best  llilb.),  mackerel, 
pout,  nurse  dog,  wrasse,  dabs,  conger  (best  121b.),  thorn- 
back,  hake  (best  9.b  ),  and  lobster;  best  day,  eighteen 
pollack,  weighing  about  licwt.,  best  111b.,  smallest  41b. ; 
and  remarked  that  two  boats  fishing  within  a  few  yards  of 
each  other  one  night  got  ten  fiah  to  every  one  of  the 
other,  although  on  exactly  the  same  bottom;  and  that 
sprats  could  be  taken  in  swarms,  also  good  prawns  in  great 
numbers  in  the  little  harbour,  and  although  not  fortunate 
enough  to  get  any  large  cod  himself,  saw  three  landed,  the 
two  best  weighing  231b.  and  251b.  each.  Mr.  Carman 
showed  a  double  spreader,  made  on  his  own  idea,  with 
double  swivels,  in  which  the  gut  of  the  trace  is  done  away 
with  and  is  replaced  by  jointed  wire.  This  tackle  is  put 
on  the  market  by  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  and  the  pattern 
is  known  as  the  Pine  No.  2.  Undoubtedly  we  shall  hear 
more  about  it  after  some  of  the  members  have  tried  it. 
The  hon.  sec.  announced  that  the  dates  fixed  for  the 
annual  competition  are  as  follows:  That  of  the  pier, 
Nov.  10th,  11th,  and  12th;  and  that  of  the  boat, 
Nov.  17th,  18th,  and  19th ;  notice  of  which  will  be  sent 
to  every  member  at  an  early  date.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  and  usual  toast  to  the  society  closed 
the  meeting.        Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


CANNOT  BE  MEASURED  IN  COIN. 
_  Occasionally,  and  without  giving  the  matter  due  con- 
sideration, people  characterise  our  great  trout  breeding 
establishments  as  mere  toys,  playthings  for  the  benefit  of 
the  rich  or  idle.  Point  to  the  uoanswerable  statistics  of 
the  marine,  the  salmon  and  Great  Lakes  hatcheries,  and 
ask  triumphantly,  "  Where  are  yours  ?  "  There  are  some 
things  in  the  world  whose  value  cannot  be  measured  even 
in  coin  of  the  realm.  The  statistics  of  the  brook  trout 
are  graven  on  the  heart. 

In  the  Koran  there  is  a  passage  reading  thus :  "  If  a 
man  have  two  loaves,  let  him  sell  one  and  buy  a  lily ; 
bread  feedeth  the  body,  but  the  lily  is  food  for  the  soul." 
So  it  is.  In  pursuit  of  the  brook  trout,  in  wandering  mid 
field  and  forest,  by  shady  brook  and  rushing  mountain 
torrent,  in  communion  with  Nature  in  her  wilder,  grander 
moods,  the  weary  souls  of  countless  thousands  have  been 
refreshed  and  strengthened  into  truer,  better,  and  nobler 
lives.— W.  T.  Thompson  in  paper  read  before  the 
American  Fisheries  Society.  . 


To  Fly  Dbebsbrs,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2.s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
'Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Oazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Maunalcan  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  lOCBS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forma  mnd  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

/  30  min,  for  Chelsea.  rBS  min.  for  Kew. 

Add-^*"  "     "  Putney.  aa/i)''^   n     »  Bichmond. 

145  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  '^""^80  „  „  Twickenham. 
(.50   „     „  Barnes.  „     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMB  OF  High  Watbb  at  London  Bmiiai. 

„  .  .  Slornlnflr.  Evening- 
Saturday,  Oct.  1-3                           4.45                         0  7 

Sunday,  ,,  14    5.29    .5. .54 

Msnday,  ,,  1.5    6.21    6  .50 

Tuesday,  „  Hi    7.22    7.68 

Wednesday,  ,,  17    8  38    9.21 

Thursday,  ,,  18    10.  2    10.38 

Friday,  19    n.il    11.40 

Hish  Watbb  at  Akbbelby  and  Fulboboush. 

_  ,    ^  „  Morning.  Erenlng. 

Saturday,     Oct.    13   5.2.5   ,   .0.47 

Sunday,  ,,      14    6.  9    C  34 

Monday,         „      15    7.  1    7.30 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thaines(Abiiigdon  and  District).— During  the  past 
fortnight  abonc  o50  tench  have  been  rescued  from  the  canal, 
the  larger  ones  being  placed  in  the  river,  and  the  small 
ones  in  a  small  private  brook  near  the  Rookery,  which  has 
been  cleaned  out  and  lent  to  the  .Abingdon  and  District 
Angling  Association  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Pryce.  The  committee 
are  negotiating  with  a  view  to  placing  1000  bream  in  the 
river  this  season. 

.        (Kichmond).— The  fishing  at  Richmond  is  still 

fairly  good.  Job  Brain,  jan.,  out  one  day  with  two 
gentlemen,  three  and  a  half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ;  all 
good  fieh  ;  no  roach  kept  under  Sin.  F.  Brown,  out  with 
Messrs.  Piolaioe  and  Brunker,  101b.  roach  and  dace ; 
another  day,  Oct.  7,  151b.  Messrs.  Smart  and  Bedford, 
attended  by  H,  Cann,  had  also  a  decent  haul  of  fish.  Job 
Brain,  sen.,  and  C.  Mansell  have  each  been  getting  some 
nice  fish. — Harry  Bayley. 

  (Twicfetnham).— The  river  still  remains  bright. 

What  is  badly  wanted  is  a  good  downfall  of  lain,  and  a 
few  frosts  to  clear  the  weeds  away.  Jack  Draper  landed  a 
good  tench  on  Monday,  weighing  about  31b.,  in  one  of  my 
punts,  and  a  carp  of  2|lb.  Roach  are  coming  on  a  bib 
batter.  All  my  punts  are  engaged  for  Oct.  14,  when  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  Club  fish  their  competition.  I  have  had 
to  put  off  thirteen  other  pants  for  this  day.  Auger  and 
H.  Humphrey  caught  one  jack  each,  weighing  31b.  each. — 
J.  Spong  (Two  Sawyers). 

Aucholme  Districi. — Angling  is  proceeding  on  very 
muc*!  the  same  lines  as  last  week.  Waters  are  very  clear, 
and  need  a  downfall  to  put  a  proper  tone  in  them.  The 
commissioners  will  shortly  put  more  rudd  into  the  river, 
and  also  some  tench,  which  seem  to  thrive  well.  Some 
nice  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  season. — Thomas 
FoED  (Gaistor). 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach,  Cam.).— During 
the  week  the  weather  at  this  season  of  the  year  has  been 
quite  summer  like,  with  the  exception  of  strong  west  winds, 
which  took  the  roach  oil  the  feed  a  bit;  still,  several 
were  had  fishing  close  in  at  places  under  shelter  only  up 
to  ^Ib.  each.  Perch  Lave  come  on  the  feed  again  ;  several 
had  up  to  |lb.  each.  Pike,  though  small,  have  been 
giving  good  sport,  running  strong  ;  there  are  a  great  many 
now  round  the  locks  and  lodes,  up  to  4lb.  each,  spoiling 
the  roach  swims.  'Varsity  gents,  under  Beasly'a  (lock 
keeper)  instructions,  have  been  doing  well.  Ail  baits, 
fresh,  of  the  most  suitable  for  this  river,  can  be  secured  on 
the  spot.  With  favourable  weather,  the  river  in  good 
condition,  with  the  quantity  of  fish  seen,  prospects  have 
not  been  so  good  for  autumn  fishing  for  years.  Free 
water  fifteen  minutes'  walk  from  G.B.R.  station.  Time 
of  writing  another  bright  summer  day,  with  colder  nights. 
—John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  water  ia  better  now  tham 
before  the  trout  season  ended.  Very  little  is,  h"wever, 
being  done,  the  majority  of  fiahers  havlcg  packed  up  rods 
for  the  year.  There  are,  of  course,  many  good  days  in 
prospect  yet  with  salmon,  tut  peal  are  getting  out  of 
condition.  One  or  two  have  been  taken  in  the  Camel  and 
Fowey,  but  generally  they  were  river  marked  and  dark. — 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).— Something  must  be 
written  as  to  the  trout  season  of  I'JOO,  but,  in  common 
with  the  other  Devonshire  streams,  the  Dart  has  but  a 
poor  record.  From  the  middle  of  the  summer  to  the  end 
of  September  there  was  a  succession  of  almost  blank  days, 
whilst  throughout  the  season  the  lower  waters  have  at  no 
time  been  productive  of  really  decent  sport,  and  a  basket  of 
a  couple  of  dozen  has  been  considered  exceptionally  good. 
This  cannot  altogether  be  put  down  to  a  scarcity  of  fish, 
as  in  many  places  between  Totnes  and  Buckfastleigh  the 
river  was  seen,  when  the  water  was  clear,  to  be  teeming  with 
fish,  and  jet  it  was  almost  an  impossibility  to  bag  them. 
It  has  been  the  same  with  peal  and  salmon.  Fools  in  which 
salmon  were  known  to  be  lying  were  fished  by  experienced, 
careful  anglers  with  no  result.  The  salmon  caught  by  rod 
around  here  may  be  counted  on  one's  fingers.    On  the 


tributary  streams  of  the  moor  better  things  have  been 
done,  and  creels  of  trout  have  run  as  high  as  six  dozen. 
There  have  been  even  bigger  lots  reported  in  the  lower 
waters,  but  only  after  floods,  and  probibly  Vy  wormera. 
The  end  of  the  season  was  terribly  dull,  although  a  few 
fine  fish  were  killed.  There  are  some  fine  trout  io  the 
river,  undoubtedly,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  such  a 
bad  season  should  disfigure  the  record  of  the  Dart. 
Something  should  be  done  to  introduce  a  fresh  lot 
of  trout  into  the  river,  nothing  having  been  done  for 
years.  It  is  hoped  that  next  year  we  shall  see  a  return  of 
the  "good  old  times." — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— There  is  a  little  sport  with 
peal,  and  the  rivers  are  in  good  fishing  trim,  but  the 
season  is  fizzling  out  quietly.  With  regird  to  the  close  of 
the  trout  fibhing  season,  there  is  little  to  ba  said  in  its 
favour.  It  is  doubtful  if  a  worse  time  has  ever  been 
experienced  on  the  Devonshire  streams,  taken  generally. 
The  seasons  of  1898  9  were  bad  enough,  but  that  of  1900 
has  been  less  productive  of  sport.  On  the  best  trouting 
streams  there  were  some  fair  lots  creeled  in  the  eirlier 
months,  but  even  then  baskets  were  by  no  means  large. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  drought  was  coi  prolonged  to 
the  extent  it  was  last  summer,  the  rivers  were  very  low  for 
a  long  time,  and  little  or  no  day  fishing  could  be  obtained. 
The  moorland  streams  showed  up  well  at  times,  but  the 
best  all-round  results  must,  I  think,  be  awarded  to  the 
rivers  around  the  southern  border.  The  Tavy,  Lyd, 
Carey,  and  other  streams  in  that  district  had  reports  of 
fishing—not  big  baskets,  certaioly — when  eport  on  most 
other  rivers  was  at  a  standstill.  The  last  two  months  of 
the  season  have  been  dreary  indeed ;  fishermen  ssemed 
t)  have  given  up  hope  of  anything  but  the  smallest  of 
takes.  There  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  some  effective 
measures  should  be  taken  for  the  restocking  of  many 
rivers,  if  anything  like  a  decent  standard  is  to  be  main- 
tained. Some  streams  are  well  looked  after  in  this 
respect,  but  in  others  little  or  nothing  is  done.  There  is 
often  the  complaint  that  the  present  breed  of  trout  is  too 
small,  but  it  has  been  pointed  out  over  and  over  again  that 
in  cur  swift-runniog  streams  it  is  almost  useless  to 
endeavour  to  cultivate  a  big  class.  As  things  are  at 
present,  visiting  anglers  go  away  with  bad  impressions, 
and  a  bad  advertisement  is  worse  than  none  at  all.  "  Noss 
Mayo"  wrote  recently  saying  that  "although  anglers 
increased  in  number,  there  was  not  a  oorresponding  im- 
provement in  the  art  of  fishing,  and  that  the  characteristic 
of  present  day  sportsmen  is  the  big  bag  rather  than  the 
persistent  endeavour  to  learn  how  to  make  it."  Doubtless 
many  old  rods  will  agree  with  this. — Devonian. 

Dove  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel).— My  report  last  week, 
I  assume,  did  not  reich  you  in  time.  This  week  the 
rivers  have  been  in  flood,  but  to-day  Mr.  Crossley  has 
brought  in  two  brace  of  nice  grayling,  one  weighing 
lib.  2oz.    The  river  now  in  fine  condition. — Wm.  Evans. 

'Eak  (Whitby). — This  river  has  been  slightly  freshened 
during  the  week  by  recent  rains,  but  is  still  very  low,  and 
altogether  unproductive  of  good  snort.  A  good  downpour 
of  rain  is  much  needed,  and  until  we  have  a  considerable 
rise  of  water  there  can  bj  no  prospect  of  remunerative 
sport.  Later. — Rain  has  fallen  within  the  last  twonty-four 
hours,  and  large  numbers  of  salmon  are  seen  going  over 
the  dam  at  Euswarp.  Prospects  for  fishing  for  the 
ensuing  week  are  good.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr. 
Hawkes,  one  of  161b. ;  Dr.  English,  of  Sleights,  three,  of 
141b.,  121b.,  and  51b.;  Dr.  Gower,  three,  of  141b.,  131b., 
and  10|lb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Linton,  three,  of  12ib.,  51b.,  and  4^lb. ; 
Mr.  Buxton,  one  of  14|lb.— J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (isonth  Iiinus.  and  Cambs.).— 
Complaints  of  want  of  rain  are  getting  very  general  ia 
Lincolnshire.  There  have  been  one  or  two  heavy  sho  vna, 
but  not  enough  to  freshen  up  the  water.  Bream  fiehing 
may  be  said  to  have  come  to  an  end,  and  decent  catches 
of  roach  are  difficult  to  obtain.  Indeed,  many  have  to 
rely  on  a  decent  tench  or  two  to  make  a  catch  worth 
looking  at.  Probably  the  best  roach  fishicg  is  to  be  got 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Billingborough,  and  it  ia  fairly 
good,  considering  all  things,  about  Surfleet.  Spinning 
for  jack  is  also  very  poor  sport,  owing  to  the  presence  of 
weeds. — 'Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Anglirg  is  very  slack 
in  this  district.  The  weather  is  very  fine  and  tempting, 
but  baskets,  as  a  rule,  are  very  small.  Now  and  again 
a  moderate  catch  of  roach  is  reported  from  either 
Scrooby,  Mattersey,  BoUom,  or  Blyth,  but  the  man  who 
gets  51b.  or  61b.  considers  himself  lucky.  From  the  water 
below  Betford  now  and  again  a  grayling  is  caught  in  the 
deep  water,  showimji  that  the  species  is  not  quite  extinct, 
though  in  the  upper  waters,  where*  they  used  to  be  plenti- 
ful, very  little  is  heard  of  their  capture.  Subscribers  to 
this  water  either  keep  things  very  quiet  or  prospects  are 
by  no  means  rosy.  About  the  only  fishing  that  is  attractive 
is  the  persuit  of  pike  in  the  back-waters  of  the  Trent,  the 
season  for  which  opened  about  a  week  ago.  They  are 
stated  to  be  nutherous,  and  troUers  have  done  pretty 
well. — L. 

Kennet  and  Dunn. — The  weather  during  the  past 
week  has  been  exceptionally  favourable  for  grayling  fishing, 
and  a  good  many  fish  have  been  killed,  the  heaviest  brace 
so  far  (Wednesday)  being  4jlb.,  which  were  taken  with  the 
Red  Tag.  On  Tuesday  some  very  nice  grayling  were  taken 
by  the  Rev.  Green  (visitoi ) ,  the  largest  brace  scaling  3Jlb., 
taken  by  the  Wickham  Fancy.  The  same  gentleman  also 
had  some  good  sport  with  two  brace  of  trout,  which  were 
returned.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  put  in  an  appearance, 
and  these  intending  patronising  these  waters  should  not 

1  delay,  as  everything  is  consistent  with  the  grayling  angler. 

}  The  rivers  are  in  the  pink  cf  condition. — Gnome. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Stiifolk).  —  Rain  is  badly 

(  wanted  for  our  streams  and  rivers  all  through  the  eastern 

j  counties;  there  are  plenty  of  fish,  but  the  water  is  very 
low  and  clear.  I  cannot  at  present  recommend 
anglers  to  come.    The  weeds  have  gone  down  nicely,  but 
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in  cansequanoe  of  the  water  being  so  low,  the  beds  of  the 
riverg  are  full  of  half-decayed  vegetable  matter,  and  the 
extraordinary  hot,  dry  weather  will  soon  bring  on  a  second 
growth  of  weeds. — Raven. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries, — The  heavy  rain  so  much 
rfquired  Co  freshen  up  and  cloan  out  the  river  and  its 
trioutary  streams  still  holds  off,  and  in  consequenos  no 
improvement  in  sport  can  be  reported.  Few  satisfactory 
dishes  of  roach  have  been  obtained.  The  cilder  weather, 
however,  should  bring  those  fish  on  feed  better,  also  the 
pike,  perch,  and  chub.  Among  the  roach  tak«n  has  baen 
a  lib  3oz.  tish,  landed  at  Rye  House.  Ware  Deeps  should 
be  tripd  now  with  paite,  crust,  and  gentles ;  there  are 
some  haavy  roach  there.  Anglers  who  have  tickets  for 
Oram's  water,  Hertford,  should  fish  there  now  for  roach. 
In  the  Beane  some  gracd  dace  have  been  taken  with  both 
fly  and  bait.  Mr.  E.  Steinharthas  killed  a  dace  of  lib.  2:z., 
and  with  the  fly  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  has  brought  fish  to 
the  net  up  to  Jib.  The  Stort  is  very  bright,  but  a  few 
nice  roach  continue  to  be  taken. — Izaak  "Walton. 

ItUgg  and  Arrow  (Iisominner).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  a  nice  colour,  and  a  little  higher  than 
last  week,  having  been  visited  with  some  good  falls  of  rain, 
which  has  greatly  refreshed  the  river  and  improved  the 
prospects  of  sport ;  but  more  rain  would  do  good.  The 
tish  bava  been  moving  fairly  well  at  the  fly,  and  are  taking 
the  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Silver 
Dun,  Blue  Gnat,  and  August  Dan.  Pike  have  been 
moving,  and  spirt  should  ba  good  with  live  bait.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  some  nice  grayling  were  taken  with 
fly.    The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear ;  fishing  quiet  in  it.— 

GwTNNE. 

LngsTi.  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Einsraland).— 

Heavj  ittin  storms  the  ending  days  of  last  week  swelled 
these  rivers  some  inches  of  dirty  water  (since  run  off),  and 
they  are  now  in  splendid  fettle.  Grayling  have  been,  and 
are  still,  rising  freely,  and  some  vary  fair  sport  has  been 
obtained.  Lite  Brown,  Mid  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Red  Tag, 
and  Green  Insect  may  be  said  to  have  done  most ;  yet 
there  are  also  on  WhirUng,  Willows,  Red  Palmer,  Autumn 
Hare's  Eir,  Blue  Gnat,  and  Pale  September  Dun,  whilst 
some  Csa  have  been  taken  with  Wickham's  Fancy. 
Prospects  of  sport  for  coming  week  are  decidedly 
hopeful  at  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening). — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  now  vei7  clear 
indeed.  But  few  anglers  are  out,  and  they  all  complain 
of  the  poorness  of  sport.  A  heavy  downpour  of  rain  is 
much  needed,  and  until  we  get  this  I  am  of  opinion  that 
few  fi>h  will  he  ciught. — B. 

SoTsrn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necn). — The  weather  still  continues  more  liki  April  than 
October,  but  the  frtquency  of  the  showers  has  had  the 
effect  of  raising  all  these  streams  to  a  very  near  approach  to 
a  flooded  state,butfortunately  the  rain  ceased  just  in  the 
nick  of  time  to  avoid  such  a  catastrophe,  which  would  have 
meant  very  serious  damage  to  the  riverside  Lud,  to  siy 
nothing  of  the  disappointment  of  anglers,  whoare,  asarule, 
patient  enough  to  wait  till  the  clouds  roll  by  and  the  rivers 
again  get  into  good  condition,  which  they  soon  will  hi  in 
this  vicinity  unless  we  have  another  change  in  the  weather. 
At  the  present  time  all  in  this  neighburhocd  are  bueily 
engaged  in  angling  for  votes,  and  it  is  a  question  which 
will  be  decided  in  a  few  days,  whether  natural  or  artificial 
baits  are  the  best  to  use  in  endeavouring  to  capture  voters. 
The  liveliest  interest  is  evinced  in  this  question  in  this 
immediate  neighbourhood,  especially  in  the  Montgomery- 
shire portion  of  it,  and  the  result  ia  being  awaited  for  as 
eagerly  as  the  question  of  wet  and  dry  flies.  Some  still 
maintain  it  is  as  nearly  a  matter  of  impossibility  to  angle 
with  a  dry  fly  on  a  wet  day  as  it  is  to  get  the  last  word  in 
an  argument  with  a  woman ;  but  few  men  are  brave 
enough  to  endeavour  to  solve  the  latter  problem. — 
Vtenwy. 

Stour  (Bares,  SnflFolk).— No  rain  has  fallen  during 
the  past  week,  and  the  water  is  simply  as  clear  as  cm  be. 
A  few  bream  up  to  21b.,  and  roach  up  to  |lb.  in  weight 
have  been  taken,  but  bjgs  run  very  small.  A  few  small 
jick  have  baen  taken,  luth  spinning  and  float  fishing  ;  but 
the  wpeds  are  still  too  high  for  much  sport. — W.  T.  Bain- 

BEIDGE. 

Sussex  iEivers,  Harbours,  and  Chicli«ster 
Canal  — The  weather  during  tbe  past  few  days  has  been 
fine  and  summerlike,  with  a  tinge  of  frost  in  the  early 
mornings.  Pike  are  feeding  better,  and  from  the  Onse 
fish  up  to  6|  lb.  have  been  takfln  by  live  baiting.  Roach 
and  dace  have  been  quite  cff  this  week,  owing  to  tidal 
influences.  Last  week  a  few  roach  and  dace  were  taken 
at  Lewes.  A  fine  roach  weighing  21b.  OJoz.  was  secured 
by  Mr.  G.  Pain.  Sport  has  been  poor,  both  on  the  Adur 
and  Cuckmere,  and  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Adur 
there  ia  nothing  worth  recording.  A  few  pike,  perch,  and 
roach  are  notified  from  the  Rother.  Pike  up  to  41b.  14az. 
and  perch  of  lib.  2oz,  taken  with  gudgeon  and  worm, 
paternoBtering.  Plenty  of  small  bream  and  roach  have 
been  tiken  from  Chichester  Canal,  but  nothing  over 
2ib.  loz.  in  the  bream  line.  The  water  ia  so  choked  with 
wetilj  that  it  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  fiih  on  the 
bottom,  and  a  swim  cleared  and  baited  one  day  is  foul  the 
next.  There  is  but  ittle  barge  traffic  to  clear  the  weed^, 
and  until  we  get  a  few  good  frosts  spinning  or  trollir  g  is 
out  of  the  question.  A  few  small  bass  (one  of  61b  )  and 
fla'fioVi  hive  been  caught  in  the  harbour. — George  F. 
Salter. 

xciii  (Lampeter,  Cardi^ansliire).— The  river  is 

now  (Ojt.  8)  lu  first-rate  order  for  salmon  fishing,  and 
Ealmon  anglers  are  having  much  better  sport  than  they 
have  hittierto  had  this  season. —  S. 

Tonto  (Isndlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
rcnLiog  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  ord^r  for 
fishing.  Heavy  rain  has  been  had,  which  has  greatly 
refreshed  the  river  and  improved  the  prospects  of  eport, 
and  more  rain  would  assist  to  clear  the  weeds.    Since  the 


rain  the  grayling  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  have 
been  rising  freely  at  the  fly.  A  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  have  used  Red  Tag,  August  Dun,  Green  Insect, 
September  Dun,  Willow,  Blue  Guat,  Whirling  Blue,  and 
Silver  Twisted  Blue.  Bottom  fishers  have  used  worm, 
paste,  and  maggot  with  fair  success  amongst  roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  eels,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  landed. 
Pike  have  been  tried  for  and  sport  has  b°en  a  little  better, 
and  the  pike  are  beginning  to  feed  on  live-bait.  On 
Monday  an  angler  Imded  three  brace  of  nice  grayling 
with  the  Red  Tag  and  Whirling  Blue.  On  Tuesday  sport 
was  good,  and  several  nice  eels  and  dace  were  caught  with 
paste  and  maggot.  With  the  Silver  Twist  and  Green 
Insect,  on  Wednesday,  some  good  grayling  were  caught, 
some  of  the  fish  scaling  from  Jib.  to  jlb.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwjche  are  all  clear  and  a  nice  level, 
and  sport  has  been  better  with  bottom  baits. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Tame  (Tenbnry).— In  this  pirt  heavy  rain  fell  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  and  this  week  we  have  been  viiited  with 
some  very  nice  showers  of  rain,  which  have  greatly 
improved  the  prospsots  of  fishing  in  this  part.  The  weather 
baa  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  the  fish  have 
been  rising  better  at  the  fly.  A  few  anglers  have  been  on 
the  river,  and  have  used  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect, 
Whirling  Blue,  Silver  Twist,_  and  September  Dun  with 
success,  and  some  nice  grayling  have  been  landed,  and 
with  fine,  frosty  weather  the  fishing  should  improve,  and 
good  baskets  of  grayling  landed  in  this  part. — Woecestee. 

Trent  (Newark). — Changeable  weather  has  had  an 
effect  on  Trent  anglers,  the  summer  division  of  which,  in 
many  oises,  have  placed  away  their  rods.  A  rise  of  about 
18in.  was  noticeable  on  Sunday,  which  should  improve  pike 
fishing,  for  up  to  now  they  have  been  in  mid-stream,  and 
diflicult  to  reach  from  the  banks  in  some  of  the  best 
waters.  Barbel  fishing  is  over,  and  chub  show  but  little 
signs.  Roach  have  been  taken  with  gentles,  and  better 
trays  of  dace  have  been  shown  at  the  club-room  during  the 
past  week  than  for  three  or  four  years. — Tekntsidkb. 

Usk  and  Tributaiies.— We  have  had  some  splendid 
floods  in  the  river  here  last  week,  which  has  brought  a  good 
number  of  salmon  up  ;  several  good  fish  have  been  caught 
by  different  anglers  during  the  week.  The  river  is  in 
aolendid  order  for  fly  fishing.    The  salmon  season  closes 

N'W   1  — PONTSENNY. 

Wimbledon  Iiake. — Fishing  baa  certainly  improved 
here  through  giving  the  water  three  years'  rest.  Mr. 
Temple,  4Jlb.  jack  and  bream;  Mr.  Issoff,  small  bream 
and  nice  perch  ;  Mr.  Mathews,  of  Earls  Seld,  about  101b. 
or  121b.  bream,  up  to  2Jlb  ;  Tom  Montague,  small 
jack,  and  lost  a  beauty;  Mr.  Hobaon,  jiok,  3Jib.,  which 
he  returned.  Others  have  got  fish  since  the  opening. — 
A.  Newham  (Water  Bailiff). 

Wltham.Ao.  (Mid-£ainoolneblre).— Sportsmen  who 
have  week  by  week  visited  the  drains  about  Boston  since 
the  beginning  of  the  eeason  seem  by  this  time  to  be  losing 
patience.  Sport  grows  daily  worse,  and  one  thing  that 
does  not  add  to  enjoyment  is  that  the  quantity  of  ground- 
bait  thrown  in,  owing  to  the  want  of  rain  to  clear  it  away, 
is  beginning  to  raise  disagreeable  odours  on  the  bank 
sides.  Tolerable  sport  has,  however,  been  got  by  those 
who  have  gone  further  afield,  notably  towards  Mount 
Pleasant  Village  and  Bunker's  Hill.  Tench  are  running 
rather  large,  but  roach,  on  the  other  band,  are  very 
small.  Reaching  on  the  other  drains  is  very  poor,  though 
plenty  of  fish  are  seen  on  the  Bargate  drain  near  the 
cemetery.  Some  fair  lots  of  perch  have  come  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Swineshead.  The  water  in  the  river  is 
said  to  be  very  stale,  as  it  is  several  months  since  it  had  a 
stirring  up  by  a  flood.  Roach  fishers  have  had  a  miserable 
time  of  it.  Indeed,  it  is  reported  as  the  worst  week  of  the 
season  so  far.  About  the  only  fish  coming  to  hand  are 
tench,  and  the  best  takes  of  these  have  been  made  between 
Lincoln  and  Bardney.  A  good  rain  would  make  all  the 
diffdrence. — Ldci. 

Wye  and  Dexwant  (Derbyshire).  — The  heavy 
downpour  of  rain  we  had  in  this  district  on  Thursday  in 
last  week  so  raised  and  discoloured  the  above  rivers, 
especially  the  latter,  which  was  too  high  and  thick  for 
bottom  fishing,  that  one  gentleman,  who  was  fishing  the 
Darleydale  water  on  Friday,  only  took  one  fish,  whilst 
another  angler,  on  Saturday,  secured  seven  brace.  On 
Monday  a  goodly  number  of  fishermen  were  out.  Mr. 
Coates,  two  brace ;  Mr.  Johnson,  two  brace;  Mr.  Parns- 
wortb,  one  brace;  Mr.  Clay,  one  fish.  Another  angler 
caught  seven  trout,  one  of  these  nearly  31b.,  all  of  which 
were  promptly  returned.  Several  other  anglers,  fly 
fishing  above  and  below  Rowsley,  took  two  and  three 
brace  each  ;  but  the  fish  run  smill  generally.  The  Mat- 
lock and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  portion  of  the 
Derwent  has  also  yielded  a  few  fish.  Tbe  prospect  for  the 
next  few  days  is  good,  as  the  fresh  we  have  had  this  week 
ought  to  improve  fishing.  Killing  flies:  Apple  Green, 
Cooper's  Grey  FIv,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Little  Chap, 
Black  Gnat,  and  Oliret  Bumb'e. — Dotterel. 

Xoro,  Swa  e,  Whaxfe,  jEiidd,  Ouae,  &c.  (York- 
shire).— These  rivers  have  been  much  flooded,  particu- 
larly the  Yure.  To  look  at  the  acres  of  laud  under  water 
on  Sunday  it  would  seem  a  matter  of  impossibility  for_  any 
angling  to  take  plaC3  for  some  time,  but  this  river  quickly 
runs  down,  and  I  found  its  tiibutary — the  Cover— fishable 
on  Monday,  and  I  caught  six  brace  of  grand  grayling  with 
the  Little  Needle  Brown,  Cinnamon,  Red  Tag,  and  Fog 
Black.  I  was  not  so  fortunate  yesterday,  for  after 
I  had  caught  a  brace  of  f-pounders  down  some  more 
water  came,  and  I  bad  to  pack  up.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, to  do  better  to-day.  Since  Saturday  the  Swale 
has  been  too  flooded  to  expect  good  sport,  but  a  day 
or  two  last  week  some  fair  sport  was  enjoyed  in  the 
Wiske  by  a  well-known  Northallerton  fisherman,  who 
hooked  and  landed  with  the  aid  of  a  a^inner  two  pike,  one 
of  which  scaled  close  upon  9Jlb.,  while  the  second  pike 
was  just  a  trifle  over  71b.   The  same  angler  had  a  turn  on 


the  Swale  on  Friday,  and  also  on  Saturday,  but  bia  oatch 
waa  a  small  one  on  both  occasions,  a  chub  and  a  few  roach 
being  all  he  could  show.  Although  the  dwale  was  bank-full 
on  Saturday,  yet  one  of  the  numerous  clubs  bailiug  from 
the  vicinity  of  Stockton  fished  a  match  in  it.  Tne  club- 
men, who  numbered  over  a  score,  marched  in  line  through 
Amderley  to  Morton  to  lively  musio-played  on  a  conoertinai 
by  one  of  their  number.  The  music,  however,  failed  J 
entirely  to  charm  the  f  si,  and  when  the  weigh-in  took 
place  a_  21b,  chub,  caught  by  Mr.  Starkie,  secured  the 
first  prize;  while  Mr.  C.  Staniforth  was  agoodstcond 
with  another  chub,  which  weighed  over  lib.  ;  while 
Mr.  J.  Hutton  was  third ;  and  Mr.  J.  C&bb  fourth. . 
The  catches  of  the  others  ruled  very  small  indeed. 
The  Wharfe  has  had  a  nice  fresh  of  water  this  last  week« 
end,  and  the  river  will  be  in  better  trim  for  grayling  fishing. 
Fly  fishing  has  been  out  of  the  question,  consequently 
anglers  have  had  to  fish  the  oockspur  worm.  Very  few 
anglers  have  been  eeen  cut  on  the  upper  reaches  of  this 
river.  Mr.  J,  W.  Gaunt  had  good  spDrt  amongst  the 
grayling  and_  trout,  of  course  returning  the  latter.  His 
basket  contained  at  the  end  of  the  diy  twelve  very  fine 
grayling,  the  largest  weighing  about  18oz.  This  sport 
miy  be  described  as  "extra,"  considering  the  water  was 
thick  as  pea  soup.  Several  anglers  have  ventured  out  on 
the  lower  waters,  but  with  poor  sport.  The  most 
successful  anglers  have  been  Messrs.  Collier,  Gunnell, 
Bryon,  Thompson,  and  Rippin.  A  few  grayling  have 
been  caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wetherby  and 
Boston  Spa,  but  have  run  small.  On  Monday  Mr.  J.  ' 
Piokersgili  had  fair  sport ;  he  succeeded  in  landing  six  brace 
of  nice  grayling,  all  ciught  with  maggot.  Moderate  sport  ■ 
has  been  the  rule  on  the  Derwent.  Several  anglers  have 
visited  the  districts  of  Teddingham,  School  House  Hill, 
Malton,  Stamford  Bridge,  Kirkham,  and  Castle  Howard. 
Several  good  grayling,  roioh,  dace,  and  pike  have  been 
taken.  The  river  Nidd  has  been  very  much  discoloured 
81003  the  rain,  consequently  very  few  anglers  have  been 
seen  out  on  this  liver.  Sport  on  the  Oase  has  not  been  . 
good  for  some  little  time  now,  but  the  recent  rain  will 
improve  matters  a  great  deal.  Several  anglers  of  Leeds 
have  been  having  fdir  sport  amongst  the  roach,  chub, 
perch,  and  pike  at  Roundhay.  Mr.  Robinson  got  about 
4lb.  of  very  nice  roach.  Should  the  weather  keep  favour- 
able, and  the  water  subside,  fly  fishing  will  improve.  The 
best  lures  will  be  Carter  Platts  Coppar  (the  Kaaki  Gent), 
a  grand  fly  for  grayling,  also  a  perfect  killer;  Red  Tag, 
Fog  Black,  and  Dirk  Nejdle.  —  John  E  Milleb, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

By  Telegram. — Yorkshire  rivers  are  running  down 
into  good  conQition.  Prospects  for  grayling  fishing  could  ' 
not  bo  tetter,  and  visitors  to  any  of  the  well-known 
angling  resorts  may  depend  upon  good  spott  if  the  weather 
keeps  sharp  and  fine,  as  it  is  to-day.  During  the  past  ten 
days  pike  in  the  Hornsea  Mere  have  been  feeding  pretty  , 
freely,  and  several  good  citches  are  recorded.  The  fish 
have,  however,  run  small  for  this  water.  Several  of  them 
from  151b.  to  161b.  have  been  hooked,  but  the  majority 
taken  have  been  between  41b.  and  7ib.  Over  100  jick 
below  the  first -named  weight  have  .been  returned  to  the 
water.  Mr.  Selke,  of  Newcastle,  has  taken  fifty-two  fish, 
weighing  2571b.,  including  three  16-pounders;  Mr. 
Moieley,  Hull,  eleven  fish,  weighing  491b. ;  and  Mr. 
Schroder,  York,  ten,  weighing  39lb.  'Ihe  Miller's  Thumb 
Devon,  mounted  on  gimp,  is  a  splendid  spinner  for  jick 
and  perch. — John  E.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  ; 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Daveron  (Banffshire).  —  This  river,  which  was 
running  low  and  clear  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  month,  ' 
is  now  in  flood,  and  anglers  are  enjoying  good  sport.  Oa 
the  Corniehaugh  section.  Lady  Bridge  landed  eight  salmon 
on  the  4Th  inst.,  selling  241b.,  20.b.,  18  b  ,  17Jlb.,  171b., 
IGJlb.,  7Jlb.,  and  6ib.  respectively.  On  Siturday,the6th, 
the  same  lady  had  three  fine  fish,  scaling  221b.,  191b.,  and  ' 
I8lb.  ;  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Amphlett  had  a  nio'e 
salmon  of  201b.  On  the  Netherdale  section,  on  the  .: 
2nd  inst.,  a  salmon  of  71b.  was  landed ;  on  the  4th,  one  of  ■ 
4lb.  ;  on  the  5th,  one  of  171b. ;  and  on  the  Ctb,  one  of  221b. 
On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  beat,  Mr.  R.  C.  Hart  Djke  had  a 
couple  of  fish,  of  251b.  and  151b. ;  Major  Heaton  Ellis, 
two,  of  241b.  and  91b. ;  and  Sir  Frederick  Bridge,  one  of 
71b.  On  the  Huntly  free  water,  Mr.  Leslie,  on  the  4th, 
had  three  fish  ;  and  on  the  5th,  four  fish.  On  the  Huntly 
Lodge  water,  on  the  3rd  inst.,  a  large  fish  of  251b.  was 
killed ;  and  on  the  5th,  another  of  191b.  On  the  Doff 
House  water,  Mr.  Williams  and  friends  grassed  over  a 
score  of  fish  for  the  month  of  September.  On  the  Eden 
water  lately  four  salmon  were  killed,  the  heaviest  weighing 
221b.— H.  W. 

Inveraray. — A  gentleman  | fishing  the  Argyll  Arma 
Hotel  waters  on  Saturday  had  a  salmon  of  91b.,  and  on 
Monday  a  grilse  of  61b.— F.  E, 

Iioclimaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  Oct.  1,  fishing  on 
Loch  Hoiisary,  Col.  Smith  and  Dr.  McNab  had  nine  sea 
trout,  weighing  201b.,  heaviest  fish  51b.  Oa  Oat.  2,  on 
Gerin  Mill,  Mr.  Darran  had  four  sea  trout,  121b.,  heavi^-st 
4  b.  ;  and  on  Horisary,  Col  Smith  and  Dr.  MoNab  had 
six  sea  trout,  121b.,  heaviest  41b.  On  Oct.  3,  on  same 
l(jch,  the  same  party  had  four  sea  trout,  9lb.,  heaviest 
31  b.  ;  and  on  Gerin  Mill  Mr.  Dumn  had  five  sea  trout, 
121b.,  heaviest  5ib.  On  Oct.  4,  on  Horisary,  Mr.  Darran 
had  four  sea  trout,  20ib.,  beiviest  6 Jib.  On  Oct.  5, 
on  Grrin  Mill,  Col.  Smith  and  Dr.  McNab  had  seven  eea 
trout,  9ib.,  heaviest  31b. ;  and  on  Horisary,  Mr.  McGregor 
had  three  sea  trout,  weighing  12ib.  On  Oct.  C,_on 
Skealtair,  Mr.  Durran  had  four  salmon,  331b.,  heaviest 
10|lb.  On  Horisary,  Col.  Smith  and  Mr.  McNab  had  a 
sea  trout,  161b.,  heaviest  51b.  On  Oct.  8,  on  same  looh, 
the  same  party  had  twelve  sea  trout,  261b.,  heaviest  41b. 
On  Oct.  9,  on  Skealtair,  Dr.  McNab  had  one  ealmon,  61b. 
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On  Horisary,  Dr.  Fraser  and  Rev.  H.  Huglies  had  twelve 
gea  trout,  341b.,  heavjest  GJlb.  ;  and  on  same  looh,  Col. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Bachanan  had  seven  sea  trout,  201b., 
heaviest  4'V>. 

North  Eist  of  Scotland.— The  heavy  waters  end 
almost  daily  spates  spoiled  the  chances  of  last  week  on  the 
Dee.  while  it  vastly  improved  them  on  other  rivers  like 
the  Dot),  Diveron,  Uaie,  and  Ythan.  With  a  eppll  of  dry 
weather  now,  the  prospects  of  the  back-end  could  not  be 
brighter.  Fish  are  plentiful  well  into  the  middle  reaches, 
and  the  closing  three  weeks  of  the  season  will  in  a  great 
measure  redeem  it  from  the  blank  it  would  otherwise  have 
been.  H.R.H.  the  Dnohess  of  Fife  was  out  three  times 
last  week,  and  had  four  fish,  scaling  from  81b.  to  121b. 
On  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater  sections  an  ocQasional  red 
fish  ia  being  got,  but  the  autumn  migration  are  not  yet 
into  these  parts,  although  they  will  be  now  before  the 
close  of  the  season.  On  the  Aboyne  reaches.  Mr.  B. 
Walker  landed  a  nice  fiah  of  171b.  and  Mr.  Hall,  one  of 
181b. — these  are  the  first  of  the  autumn  fish.  On  the 
Kincardine  O'Neil  section  sport  has  been  rife,  while  the 
prospects  are  of  the  biinhtest.  On  Dess  water,  Mr.  Harry 
Davidson  creeled  one  of  101b. ;  Lieut.  Stewart  Farquhar, 
two,  of  IClb.  and  23ib. ;  and  John  Harper,  one  of 
201b.  On  the  Borrowstone  water,  Mrs,  Pickering 
creeled  a  fine  fish  of  161b.;  and  Miss  Pickering, 
two  beauties  of  15 Jib.  and  191b.  On  the  same 
water,  Mr.  George  Davidson,  of  Inohmarlo,  creeled 
two,  of  191b.  and  201b. ;  Oapt.  Farquhar,  one  of  81b. ; 
Col.  Caldwell,  one  of  151b. ;  and  Rev.  Cecil  Nash,  one  of 
61b.  On  the  Sluie  waters,  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  and 
friecda  bad  nine  fish  last  week,  scaling  from  71b.  to  231b. 
On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  Joliffe  creeled  eleven  fish, 
scaling  from  141b.  to  311b. ;  and  John  Sherrit,  on  Carlogie, 
had  five  fish,  scaling  from  141b.  to  211b.  On  the  Ballogie, 
Mr.  Nicol  and  keepers  have  had  one  or  two  fish  every  day, 
but  exact;  details  are  not  to  hand.  On  Blackball  Castle 
waters,  Mr.  Hay  and  party  had  upwards  of  a  dozen  fish 
(heaviest,  261b ),  while  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley,  Lord 
Penrhyn,  and  others,  on  the  Cairnton  and  Inohmarlo 
sections,  have  also  done  fairly  well.  A  few  have  been  got 
on  the  Park,  Cnlter,  and  Marycnlter  sections,  and  Miss 
Fortescue  had  two,  of  81b.  and  101b, ,  on  the  Kingoausie 
section,  and  the  keeper  two  of  heavier  weights.  On  the 
Cults  and  Blairs  sections  some  three  or  four  fish  were 
creeled,  while  tidal  anglers  are  doing  fairly  well  among 
the  finnrck  and  sea  tront,  chiefly  to  the  worm. 
The  Don  has  been  in  spate  most  of  the  week,  and  fish 
going  over  the  dykes  at  the  rate  of  one  per  minute.  On 
Thursday  seventeen  fish  were  creeled  on  the  Burgh 
Kintore  water,  chiefly  by  three  anglers,  Messrs.  Campbell 
and  the  brothers  Law,  while  several  others  have  been  got 
every  day  since.  On  the  Parkhill  waters  Mr.  Aitken  had 
three,  of  91b.,  14.b.,  and  191b.  On  the  Grandholm  waters 
grand  sport  has  been  got  daily.  The  Earl  of  Suffolk 
creeled  one  the  first  day  oat,  and  seven  on  the  following 
day,  all  to  his  own  rod ;  while  Professor  Cash  has  been 
equally  sncoestfal  and  oth^v  rods  as  well.  On  the  Crnives 
•waters,  Messrs.  Milne,  Davidson,  Grabame,  Beattie,  and 
others  are  having  one  and  two  fish  daily,  and  on  one 
ccossion  lately  Mr  Milne,  U pper-  Kirkgate,  Aberdeen,  had 
five  fine  salmon  to  his  own  rod,  aggregating  68Jlb.  On  the 
Inverurie  and  Alford  sections  sport  is  also  rife,  and 
the  prospects  for  the  back-end  of  the  brightest.  The 
Don  has  not  fished  so  well  these  twenty  years  back. 
The  Ythan  has_  shared  in  the  general  prosperity,  and  fish 
have  been  running  freely  ever  since  the  nets  came  off. 
On  the  Fichnic  and  Gordon  Castle  waters  several  were 
creeled  last  wpek,  and  Mr.  Alex  Forbes,  Aberdeen,  had  a 
fine  fish  of  201b.  on  Lord  Aberdeen's  water  on  Saturday. 
On  the  tidal  reaches,  Mr.  Ritchie's  guests  are  busy  daily 
with  the  finnock  and  sea  trout,  and  beautiful  baskets  of 
fine  fish  up  to  IJlb.  are  being  got  daily.  The  Ugie  is  full 
of  fish,  and  the  prospects  of  the  closing  weeks,  both  as 
regards  salmon  and  grilse,  and  especially  finnock,  were 
seldom  brighter.  Among  othera  getting  good  sport  may 
be  mentioned  Messrs.  Ingram,  lessee,  who  is  lunning  up  a 
record  in  finnocks,  Murray  (Aberdeen),  Mackay  (Peter- 
head), Anderson,  Morrison,  and  others.— G.  M. 

Eoatli  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  an  unusually 
heavy  rainfall  over  the  Border  district  since  last  week's 
report,  and  the  whole  of  the  streams  have  been  luaning  in 
continubl  flood.  Just  as  the  waters  were  getting  into 
order  on  Monday  for  fly  more  rain  fell,  and  the  rivers  were 
in  heavier  spate  than  ever  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 
Practically  there  has  been  little  sport  to  speak  of  since  last 
week,  though  an  c  dd  salmon  or  two  have  been  killed  here 
and  there.  The  higher  waters  have  yielded  two  or  three 
fish.  All  the  lower  sections  have  been  too  heavy  even  for 
the  worm  bait.  There  has  been  no  decided  show  of  back- 
end  salmon,  though  a  number  ascended  in  the  floods  of 
last  week-end,  and  have  now  pushed  on  to  the  upper 
reaches.  It  is  expected  that  a  few  fish  will  he  acoiunted 
for  whenever  the  weather  and  waters  settle.  Continuous 
rains  have  fallen  since  Friday,  and  many  of  the  rivets  over- 
flowed their  banks  and  did  damage  to  property.  The  heavy 
floods  did  a  good  deal  of  damage  in  the  Moffdtdale  part  of 
the  Annan  on  Sunday.  The  water  overflowed  the  banks  and 
flooded  the  low-lying  holms  for  a  considerable  distance 
below  the  town  of  Moffat.  Another  deluge  of  rain  fell  on 
Tuesday,  and  the  spates  were  again  severe  in  Annandale, 
as  also  in  other  parts  of  the  district.  A  month  of  the 
hack-end  filching  yet  remains  before  the  red  fishing  closes 
for  the  season.  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Annan,  at 
Beattock,  Mr.  Crosbie,  Moffat,  killed  a  salmon  of  201b ; 
and  in  Halleaths  water,  bi-law  Jardine  Hall,  Mr.  Jardine 
Paterson,  jun  ,  of  Balgray  Tower,  killed  one  of  91b.  and 
lost  three  other  salmon.  On  Wednesday  the  river  was 
still  in  heavy  flood,  though  the  higher  waters  are  likely  to 
be  in  order  on  Thursday  (to-morrow ) .  The  Galloway  rivers 
have  been  entirely  out  of  ply  tor  a  week  with  the 
floods,  and  there  has  been  no  sport  recorded  in  the 
Fleet  of  GiitehouEe.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire, 


or  the  TTa*  of  Dalbeattie.  In  the  Ayrshire  part  of  the 
district  the  rivers  have  been  in  a  similar  state  as  those 
specified  in  otht  r  parts  of  the  South  of  Scotland,  and 
nothing  has  been  done  in  any  of  the  risers.  In  the 
Derwent  an  odd  salmon  or  two  were  landed  last  week  end. 
The  higher  waters  near  Keswick  yielded  several  finh 
weighing  from  41b.  to  15Jlb.  Among  those  who  landed 
salmon  were  Messrs.  J.  Walker,  who  killed  two,  J.  Rigg, 
jun.,  H.  Mawson,  F.  Hayes,  J.  Stanley,  W.  Stanley, 
J.  Lowther,  W.  Cowperthwaita,  A.  Wilkinson,  D.  Melvin, 
and  J.  Walker  (King's  Arms).  Below  Cooknrmcuth, 
Mr.  Joseph  Relph,  Great  Broughton,  killed  two  salmon, 
of  71b.  and  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Geo.  Smith,  Chapal  Brow,  killed  a 
fine  one  of  251b. ;  Mr.  Thomas  Relph,  Little  Broughton, 
landed  one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Joseph  Carson  took  one  of 
Sib.  There  is  a  better  show  of  fish  in  the  river,  but  the 
waters  will  require  to  fall  before  there  is  much  sport.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  different  stretches  are  too  heavy. 
Some  fair  sport  is  likely  to  be  had  next  week  if  no  more 
rain  falls.  The  barometer  ia  risinof  steadily  and  the 
prospects  are  more  hopeful. — H£-\therbell. 

Spey  (Moraysbire). — Little  is  being  done  by  anglers. 
During  his  stay  at  Gordon  Castle,  the  Duke  of  York  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  castle  party,  landing  in 
all  fourteen  salmon.  The  respective  weights  were  :  221b., 
201b.,  191b.,  171b.,  and  141b.  That  he  was  an  enthusiastic 
angler  is  proved  from  the  fact  that  on  the  day  he  left  for 
London  he  fished  the  Spey  from  morning  until  nearly  train 
time,  and  that  although  the  weather  was  disagreeably 
cold  and  boisterous.  Five  beauties  rewarded  his  efforts, 
viz.:  three  salmon,  weighing  171b.,  171b.,  and  161b. 
respectively,  and  two  grilse,  of  6Ib.  and  51b. — J.  M.  _ 

Tay. — Since  last  report  the  river  has  been  running  in 
high  flood.  All  the  pools  are  snrarming  with  fish. 
Anglers  are  becoming  impatient  at  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  river.  The  water  comes  into  ply  for  an  hour  or  two 
and  then  another  flood  comes  on,  which  puts  a  stop  to  the 
fishing.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  in  very  good 
order  for  sport,  and  if  it  would  but  keep  in  ply  now  some 
big  takes  will  be  got  before  the  close  of  the  rod  fishing  on 
Monday  first.  The  following  are  a  note  of  the  takes  for 
the  past  week.  Islamouth  Beat.— Admiral  th«  Earl  of 
Clanwilliam,  fishing  this  beat  on  3rd  inst.,  landed  three 
salmon,  averaging  181b,  each,  and  three  gtilse  of  71b. 
each  ;  on  4th  inst.,  one  salmon  of  171b. ;  on  6th  inst.,  one 
grilse  of  91b. ;  and  on  9th  inst.,  six  salmon— aggregate 
weight,  941b,  On  same  water,  on  6th  inst,.  Lord  Blyths- 
wood  landed  one  salmon  of  201b,  Lower  Caegill 
Beat. — Fishing  this  beat  on  3rd  inst..  Lord  Cairns  and 
Lord  Vane-Tempost  caught  one  salmon  of  211b.,  also  a 
grilse  of  91b.  Upper  Stobhall  Beat. — Mr.  Arch. 
Ccats,  fishing  this  beat  on  3rd  inst.,  landed  three  salmon, 
of  321b.,  181b.,  and  141b. ;  on  6th  inst.,  Mr.  C,  A.  Murray 
had  four  salmon,  of  241b.,  211b.,  191b.,  and  191b.,  and  a 
grilse  of  81b,;  on  8ch  inst.,  Messrs.  A.  Coats  and  P.  D. 
Malloch  killed  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  two  grilse,  of 
lOib.  and  71b.  ;  and  on  9th  inst..  Col.  Digby  landed  three 
salmon,  of  181b..  141b  ,  and  141b.  Lower  Stobhall 
Beat. — Fishing  this  bi>at  on  3rd  inst.,  Mr.  C.  A  Murray 
killed  one  salmon  of  28ib.  ;  on  4th  inst. ,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats 
aid  Mrs.  II  ingworth  landed  two  salmon,  of  191b.  and 
141b, ;  and  Mr,  Wm.  Coats,  a  fish  cf  171b. ;  on  Sch  inst., 
Mr,  Berty  had  two  fish  of  161b.  each  and  a  grilse  of  71b. ; 
on  6th  inst.,  Messrs.  Arch.  Coats  and  P,  D.  Malloch 
caught  four  salmon,  of  24.1b.,  241b.,  16Ib  ,  and  151b  ,  and 
one  gri]s3  of  7Jlb, ;  and  Mr  P.  Coats,  one  salmon  of  181b. ; 
and  on  9th  inst.,  Mr.  P.  Coats  had  another  two  fish,  of 
181b.  and  141b.  Bdrnmouth  Beat.— Mr.  C.  T.  Part, 
fishin?  this  water  on  3id  inst.,  caught  one  grilse  of  9.b. ; 
on  4th  inst.,  Messrs.  G.  F.  McCorquodale  and  son  had 
three  salmon,  of  181b.,  16Jlb.,  and  15ib.,  and  three  grilse, 
of  91b.,  71b,,  and  71b. ;  on  6th  inst..  Lord  C-iirns  and  Lord 
Vane  Tempest  killed  three  salmon,  of  191b.,  171b.,  and 
151b. ;  on  8th  inst.,  G.  W.  Wolf,  M  P.,  landed  one  salmon 
of  171b. ;  and  on  9th  inst.,  Messrs.  G.  F.  McCorquodale 
and  son  had  one  salmon  of  191b.  and  two  grilse,  of  71b. 
and  81b.  Upper  Stanley  Beat. — Fishing  this  beat  on 
4th  icst,,  Messrs.  Wm.  Herring  and  Reid  killed  one 
salmon  of  171b, ;  and  on  9fh  inst.,  one  gtilse  of  71b. 
Lower  Stanley  Beat. — Messrs.  Herring  and  Raid, 
fishing  this  beat  on  3rd  inst.,  landed  two  salmon,  of 
181b,  and  151b.,  and  two  grilse,  of  7^1b.  and  61b.  Bknchill 
Beat. — Fishing  this  water  on  4t,h  mst.,  Mr.  Berty  landed 
one  salmon  of  201b.  ;  and  on  9ch  inst.,  Lord  Vane  Tempflst 
had  two  fish,  of  24'b,  and  201b.  Redgobton  Beat.— Mr. 
Black,  fishing  on  this  water  on  3id  inst  ,  landed  three 
salmon,  ISJlb.,  1410.,  atd  131b.,  and  two  grilse,  of  lOJlb. 
and  61b.;  on  4th  inst.,  Messrs.  Coats  and  Harconrt  had 
two  salmon,  of  361b.  and  161b.;  and  Dr,  Hayes,  two 
salmon,  of  14Jlb,  and  121b. ;  on  6th  inst.,  Mr.  P.  Coats 
landed  one  salmon  of  281b.  ;  and  on  9th  inst.,  Mr.  Arch. 
Coats  had  a  grilse  of  61b,  Lower  Bertha  Beat.— 
Fishing  this  beat  on  4th  inst.,  R.  G.  Allan  ki  lid  one 
salmon  of  151b.  and  seven  grilse,  of  91b.,  81b.,  8ib.,  71b  , 
71b,,  ;61b.,  and  61b.;  on  6ch  inst.,  three  grilse,  of  8  b., 
71b.,  and  6.b, ;  and  on  9th  inst,,  one  grilse  of  6lb.  Fairly 
good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  free  water  at  Perth.— A,  A, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  Di&trict. — The  weather  of  the  past 
week  was  stormy,  wet,  and  altogether  unfavourable  for 
angling  up  to  Wedopsday.  Several  anglers  were  out  on 
Wocdburn  Dams  on  Wednesday,  and  did  very  well.  The 
rivers  open  in  Antrim  during  this  month  are  the  Maine, 
BdUycasiile,  Glenarm,  Glendun,  Lame,  Glenane,  Glendriff. 
and  Glenshesk,  all  the  last-named  being  in  the  "  Glens  of 
Antrim."  In  Co.  Down  the  rivsrs  open  arejthe  Qaoile, 
Lagan,  Moneycaragh,  Kilkeel,  Shimna,  Annalong,  and  the 
Fane,  and  all  the  little  streama  that  run  into  the  sea  and 
Strangford  Lough  between  Donaghadie  and  the  Fane 
inclusive.  As  the  weather  has  greatly  improved  good  sea 
trout  fishing  is  anticipated  on  all  the  Co.  Down  rivers. — 
J .  A,  B, 


Cork  Rivsrfl. — Sport  has  been  fair  on  all  waters  sti  1 
open  f  or  angling.  The  prospects  for  the  remaining  f ■  w 
days  of  the  season  are  good.  It  is  hoped  that  batter  pre* 
tection  shall  be  given  the  majority  of  waters  during  the 
C  irriiDg  spawning  seamn — T  J  D. 

County  Derry  Kivets. — The  season  closed  on  the 
Roo,  Poyle,  Faughan,  and  all  the  other  rivers  in  Conn'y 
Derry  on  Wednesday  last,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Cnldaff,  which  remains  open  till  Monday  next,  the  l.'i  h 
inst.  On  the  above  rivors  little  was  done  for  the  oreviiins 
week,  as  they  were  hiijh  and  too  thick  for  the  fly.  The 
firdt  river  to  open  again  in  this  county  ia  the  Moyola,  on 
March  1  —J.  A.  B. 

C?alway  Kivsrs. — The  angling  season  comes  to  a  close 
on  the  Corrib  on  Monday  next,  the  15th  inst.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  fish  killed  in  the  past  two  weeks  were  unfit  for 
sport  or  table,  being  partially  gravid  and  sluggish  when 
hooked.  Other  rivers  which  close  are  the  Clare,  Bnnowen, 
Owenriff,  The  Biriff  remains  open  till  the  end  of  this 
month,  and  also  the  Dauros.  Anglers  stopping  at  Brriff 
Hotel  have  permission  to  fish  that  river  for  the  rest  of  the 
season,  which  terminates  on  the  -J  1st  inst. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Kivers. — Sport  has  been  fair  on  the  majority 
of  waters  at  salmon  since  last  report,  though  the  weather 
has  been  rather  stormy,  and  generally  very  wet.  On  the 
waters  that  hold  sea  trout  good  sport  was  had  on  a  dty  or 
two,  and  those  fish  are  giving  fair  sport  at  time  of  writing. 
All  waters  in  good  order,  and  prospects  for  the  tevi 
remaining  days  of  the  season  good  all  round. — T.  J.  D, 

Ei  lamey, — According  as  the  season  is  drawing  to  a 
close  sport  is  improving  on  the  rivers  at  salmon  and  on 
the  likes  at  brown  trout.  On  many  days  angling  was  out 
of  the  question  on  the  lakes  owing  to  wild  and  wet 
weather.  The  prospects  for  the  few  remaining  days  of  the 
season  are  rather  brighter,  as  the  weather  is  settling,  and 
waters  are  all  in  good  order  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— "The 
weather  has  been  very  wild  and  wet,  and  but  little  fishing 
could  be  done  since  last  x-eport.  The  season  closes  on  the 
15th  inst.,  and  the  prcspects  for  the  remaioing  few  days 
are  not  at  all  good,  as  there  is  but  little  improvement  in 
the  weather  at  time  of  writing.  The  water  is  in  order, 
however,  and  some  fair  sport  may  yet  be  had  (ere  the 
season  finally  closes)  at  salmon,  peal,  and  ttont.  Many 
fish  are  now  pushing  up  to  the  upper  waters  preparatory 
to  spiwning. — T.  J.  D. 

Maine  (co.  Antrim). — A  succession  of  floods  have 
been  running  down  this  river  and  its  chief  tributaries,  the 
Clough,  Braid,  and  Kellswater,  for  the  past  week,  and 
anglers  had  a  very  limited  chance  of  trying  the  fly  over  the 
various  casts,  yet  a  large  number  of  fish  were  landed  in  the 
few  hours  that  intervened  between  the  falling  of  one  flood 
and  the  rising  of  the  neit.  As  a  large  run  of  autumn  fish 
has  been  passing  over  the  weirs  at  KUrea  and  Toome- 
btidge  on  the  Bann  during  the  late  floods  on  their  way  to 
this  chief  breeding  tributary,  it  is  certain  that  all  the 
reaches  are  now  well  stocked.  Should  the  rain  cease 
falling  from  now  till  the  close  of  the  season,  Oct.  31,  this 
free  river  should  aive  a  record,  as  it  did  not  contain  so 
many  salmon  and  L  ugh  Neagh  trout  for  the  past  twenty 
years. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Moy,  Loug^liB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Ma.\o).— Some  good  sea  trout  was  got  here  for  the  past 
week  on  the  liver.  Mr.  Brown,  sixty-one,  52ib.  ;  Mr. 
Smith,  fifty-eight,  401b.  ;  Mr.  Pennell,  fitty-five,  50ib.  ; 
Mr.  Norrace,  forty-three,  42ib  ,  and  returned  three  salmon 
to  river.  Few  pite  have  been  taken  on  the  loughs,  la-gest 
211b.  Good  rough  shooting  free.  Few  angUrj  staying  at 
Pontoon  Hotel  have  had  a  good  many  pike  also.— Pat 
Hearnes. 

Blesses  (Durgloe,  co.  Donegal).— In  the  past  week 
white  trout  fishing  was  pretty  good  on  the  Rosses.  The 
best  take  of  the  week  was  made  by  Mr.  Bioderick,  who 
killed  one  salmon,  71b.,  and  eight  sea  trout,  from  2 Jib. 
down.  More  salmon  and  white  trout  ran  up  duting  the 
spate  which  followed  the  heavy  rain. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).  —  We  have  had  some 
very  heavy  rain  lately,  and  the  river  has  in  consequence 
increased  very  much  in  volume.  This  makes  the  prospscts 
much  brighter  for  anglers,  as  the  rise  of  water  will 
probally  bring  up  some  more  fish  from  the  lower  waters. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed,  8th,  one  salmon,  141b. ; 
9ih,  one  salmon.  61b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  S.  C.  Van- 
sittart  killed,  5th.  one  peal,  5Jlb.  On  Landscape,  the 
fishermen  killed.  6fch,  one  salmon,  lljlb.,  and  one  psal, 
3Jtb.— J  Enright  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  heavy  rains  put  the  Mourne 
out  of  order,  so  that  not  much  was  done  in  the  closing 
days.  The  season  came  to  a  conclusion  on  Wednesday 
last.  Taken  all  round  it  was  not  up  to  the  average. 
About  seventy  silmon  were  killed  on  the  Newtonstewart 
reaches  as  against  ninety  last  season.  The  season  does 
not  open  again  till  April  1.  The  Blackwater  is  high  in 
flood,  and  little  sport  as  a  consequence.  There  is  plenty 
of  lake  trout  up  now  from  Lough  Neagh,  but  they  are 
very  shy  and  wary.  Since  the  season  closed  on  the 
Ballioderry  a  large  number  of  salmon  came  up,  and  the 
spawning  grounds  are  well  tenanted.  Poiohers  are  busy, 
no  fewer  than  eleven  nets  having  been  seized  by  the  water 
la'l'ffs  in  the  past  weekortwo.— J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  oeen  generally  good,  though  angling  was  rendered 
difBcult  by  bad  weather,  and  on  a  couple  of  days  it  was 
quite  out  of  the  question.  On  days  that  were  any  way 
favourable  good  baskets  of  sea  and  brown  trout  were  had 
by  anglers  out  from  the  Bay  View  Hotel.  Weather  better, 
and  pr.ispeotB  very  good.  The  season  oloses  on  Oct,  15. — 
T  J.  D  ==H—===^- 

FOBiiSH  BeOKS  AND  Pbbiodicals.— Messrs.  SampeoB  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunatan's  Hoaso,  Fetter-lane,  Lemdon, 
sn»»Iy  the  Trade  TPith  Foreign  Books  and  Periedicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Continental  agents  twice  a  weefe 
Oatalogue  gratis. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
o\*l9  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 


Searborongh 


Tarmoutta 


Lowestoft 


Aldebnrgb 
Harwich  ,„ 


Bumham-on-  I 
Crouch]' 

Southend,  Sheer.) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-) 
stairs,  &  Earns- y 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  / 

Newhaven   


Shorebam  and) 
Southwicb  f 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island]" 


Plymouth 


Sat. 

Sun 

Mon. 

Tues 
., 

Wed.  Th 

a  m 

1.39 
p.m. 
2.  6 

a  m 

2.32 
p.m. 
3.  0 

a  m 
3.19 
p  m 
3  40 

a.m 
4.  3 
pm 

4.30 

a.m 
4.48 
p  m 
5.  9 

a.m 

5.30 
pm 
5.54 
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WEATHER  REPORT. 

By  Telegraph.— Friday,  Oct.  J2. 

Dover.— N. ;  light ;  stnoothi 
Deal.— W.  by  S. ;  smooth. 
Hastings.— N.W. ;  smooth. 
Eamsgate.— W.N.W. ;  Emooth. 
Margate.— Calm ;  smooth. 


Ballinskelligs.— Sport  has  been  good  on  the  few 
favourable  cays  had  since  last  report.  On  one  day  four 
anglers  had  twenty-six  pollack,  and  104  whiting,  and 
thirty-nine  gurnard ;  and  on  another  day  a  total  of  215 
fish.  _  Weather  very  wet  and  wild  at  time  of  writing,  and 
angling  suspended. — T.  J.  D. 

Baljyotton. — Though  the  weather  has  been  very 
unfavourable,  fair  Epcrt  has  been  had  at  times  at  various 
fish.  The  prospects  at  time  of  writing  are  better,  as  the 
weather  has  got  calmer,  though  a  high  sea  is  still  on  — 
T.  J.  D. 

Saltimore. — Sea  fishing  has  been  suspended  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  tince  last  report,  as  the  weather 
was  stormy  and  wet.  At  time  of  writing  the  conditions 
are  getting  normal,  and  prospects  are  much  improved. — 
T.  J.  p. 

Briglitou, — The  aea  has  been  quite  too  rough  for 
about  a  week — with  a  three  days'  gale  from  the  west — for 
boat  anglers  to  venture  out.  A  bass  of  91b.  was  caught 
off  a  groyne  near  the  new  pier  a  few  days  ago.  To-day 
(11th)  the  sea  is  calm,  and  several  boats  off  at  the  Kemp- 
town  end  of  Brighton. — H. 

Barnliani-on-CroTic]i.— It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  see 
the  nice  takes  of  fish  that  have  been  had  during  the  past 
week.  It  shows  that  the  fish  have  not  quite  forsaken  this 
beautiful  river.  On  the  7th  a  party  of  five  gentlemen 
(who  came  down  Saturday  night,  so  that  they  could  make 
an  early  start),  trawling,  had  a  fine  mixed  basket  of  fish, 
comprising  codling,  pouting,  small  plaice,  gurnet,  some 
large  flounders,  and  twenty  pairs  of  soles  (the  largest  fieh 
of  the  latter_  class  weighicg  close  on  21b.).  They  were 
aboard  William  Yardley'a  commodious  yacht,  the 
Water  Lily,  and  were  piloted  by  Capt.  Oaten,  assisted  by 
Master  Harry  Yardley.  The  latter,  I  must  say,  is  a  very 
good  cook,  for  the  party  and  self  were  well  satisfied  with 
the  edibles  set  before  them,  and,  being  a  most  delightful 
day,  they  returned  to  town,  having  enjoyed  their  outing 
and  the  prospects  of  having  a  good  feed  of  fish  for  their 
meals  the  next  day.  This  week-end  will  be  good  for  the 
rod  and  line  wielders,  of  whom  I  hear  that  quite  an  army 
are  coming  down. — J.  Wright. 

Castletown  (oo.  Cork).— Bad  weather  has  spoiled 
sport;  was  first-rate  before  the  break.  At  time  of 
writing,  however,  the  outlook  is  much  better,  as  the 
weather  is  once  more  calm,  though  a  high  sea  is  stiil  on. 
All  fish  usually  had  at  this  season  are  reasonably  supposed 
to  be  very  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).— Sea  angling  is  at  a  stand- 
still here  just  now,  as  the  weather  is  stormy  and  wet.  At 
time  of  writing  matters  are  improving,  though  a  heavy 
gronnd  swell  is  still  on. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).  — Though  pier  angling  has  some- 
what improved  recently,  sport  cannot  yet  be  described  as 
anything  like  brisk.    The  number  of  pier  anglers  has 


during  the  past  week  been  far  in  excess  of  anything  before 
experienced,  and  has  included  more  then  a  dozen  ladies. 
Sunday's  pier  catch  was  poor,  not  averaaing  half  a  dozea 
fish  per  rod;  but  a  few  boats  did  well  on  that  day.  Mr. 
Julian  and  Mr.  H.  Taylor,  fishing  with  Bob  Betts,  took  a 
score  of  codling,  four  score  of  whiting,  ard  a  large  plaice  ; 
and  Messrs.  Spioer,  Gary,  and  Button,  with  C.  Pritchard, 
had  a  total  of  two  and  a  half  score  fine  fish,  inoluding 
twenty-one  codling.  Messrs.  Fenn,  Smyth,  and  Turner 
made  a  decent  pier  catch  of  whiting  on  Monday  morning  ; 
and  others  bagged  fair  mixed  catches,  including  codling, 
whiting,  pouting,  dabs,  plaice,  soles,  congers,  and  small 
silver  eels.  Messrs.  Clarke,  Ziehnsdorf,  and  De  Souza, 
fishing  with  J.  Cook,  bad  twenty-three  codling  and  eighty- 
three  whiting  and  pouting.  The  chief  pier  catches  of  note 
on  Tuesday  consisted  of  numbers  of  small  whiting,  but 
included  in  the  day's  catch  were  a  splendid  plaice  of  4Jlb. 
taken  upon  a  hand-line  by  Mr.  F.  F.  Taylor  ;  a  small  cod 
of  4 Jib.,  which  fell  to  Mr.  Bursill's  rod  ;  a  2ilb.  pollack, 
hooked  and  landed  by  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf ;  and  a  lib.  sole, 
ciught  by  Mr.  Chapman  during  evening  hours.  Messrs. 
Green,  Pethbridge,  Holland,  and  Younger  essayed  boat 
fishing  for  a  few  hours  in  the  afternoon,  and  brought 
ashore  five  score  of  whiting  and  pouting.  Over  forty  rods 
were  in  evidence  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  a  few  who 
put  in  an  early  appearance,  including  Mr.  Belcher,  Mr. 
Hickmott,  Mr.  Gilbertson,  Mr.  Grimer,  and  Mr.  Durrant 
(of  the  C.I.V.'s),  realised  capital  sport  upon  the  young 
flood  tide.  Several  remarkably  good  hauls  have  recently 
been  made  by  small  seine  nets  in  thick  water  near  the 
shore,  bass,  muUet,  soles,  codling,  and  prawns  being  daily 
taken. — J.  .Kichardson. 

Deal. — Although  the  weather  was  very  unsettled  the 
latter  part  of  the  week,  Saturday  brought  several  anglers 
down.  Sunday  (moderate)  several  put  out.  Messrs. 
C.  H.  Julian  and  H.  Taylor,  one  score  codling,  four  score 
whiting,  one  large  plaice,  and  several  pouting;  Mesfrs. 
Ward  and  Simmonds,  one  score  whiting,  twenty-five 
codling,  and  three  more  pouting.  Monday,  Messrs.  Vail, 
Lacey,  and  Hart,  three  and  a  half  score ;  on  Tuesday, 
five  score  whiting,  codling,  and  pout  (one  codling  weighing 
51b.  fell  to  Mr.  Lacey 's  rod).  Monday,  Messrs  Bowley  and 
Cowley,  eleven  score  whiting,  codling,  and  dabs.  Wednes- 
day;  the  Kev.  Brackenbury  and  friend,  three  score  nine- 
teen whiting,  ore  small  conger,  and  about  one  and  a  half 
score  pout ;  Messrs.  Bowley  and  Cowley,  sixteen  score 
from  the  Battery  Bank ;  while  others  from  the  bay  have 
scored  up  well.  Week-end  and  up  to  middle  part  of  next 
week  tides  suit  all  day  fishing.  The  time  has  come  when 
we  ought  to  see  better  sport  amongst  the  codling. — 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.8.),  Kenwyn,  North  Parade. 

Powey  (Cornwall).— Owing  to  the  change  in  the 
weather,  boat  angling  was  limited  to  three  days  during 
last  week,  but  good  catches  were  made  of  cod  and 
whiting.  Every  prospect  of  good  sport  when  the  weather 
moderates. — H. 

Plymontli. — I  am  afraid  our  fishermen  have  been 
paying  more  attention  to  electioneering  this  last  week  or 
so  than  fishing.  The  boats  have  not  been  doing  much, 
and  consequently  fish  has  been  scares.  The  mackerel 
have  been  coming  in  again,  and  have  been  taken  whiffing, 
but  they  are  small  and  out  of  condition.  Some  fine 
whiting  were  brought  in  one  morning  by  the  few  hookers 
that  went  out.  Th^  fish  were  very  large,  but  there  was 
not  many  of  them.  I  am  getting  reports  all  up  and  down 
the  coast  of  several  cctopi  being  caught.  There  certainly 
must  be  some  reason  for  their  appearing  in  such  numbers. 
I  remember  some  ten  years  ago  we  had  another  such  an 
epidemic,  if  I  may  use  the  word.  I  was  passing  Laira 
Bridge  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  noticed  about  a 
dozen  fishermen  trying  for  pollack  and  bass.  They  have 
at  different  times  had  some  good  catches  there,  and,  as 
you  have  to  pull  the  fish  about  40ft.  or  50f d.  from  the 
water  to  the  top  of  the  parapet,  the  gear  has  to  be  strong, 
and  if  it  is  not  fine  also  the  fish  won't  look  at  it. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Scarborough.— Whiting,  &o.,  still  abound  in  the  bay, 
and  pier  anglers  are  having  good  sport  with  larger 
biUet,  and  boat  anglers  with  billet  and  codling  in  Cayton 
Bay,  about  three  miles  south  of  Scarborough.  We  have 
a  gale  of  wind  to-day  (Oct.  7),  which  will  doubtless  drive 
the  mackerel  away.  They  generally  come  in  about 
Aug.  12,  and  leave  about  the  end  of  September. — H. 

Valentia;  —  Sport  has  been  spoiled  by  very  bad 
weather,  but  is  improving  at  time  of  writing,  as  the 
weather  is  fjetting  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Wateiville.— Sea  angling  is  suspended  here  for  the 
present,  owing  to  a  rough  sea  and  unsettled  weather.  At 
time  of  writing,  however,  the  conditions  are  improving, 
and  fishing  will  probably  be  resumed  to-morrow  (Wednes- 
day).—T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Splendid  bags  of  sea  trout  were  made 
during  past  week.  F.  P.  Crouttes,  Hoylake,  Cheshire, 
fishing  with  Tim  McCarthy,  had,  in  four  days,  forty-six 
sea  trout,  sixty-seven  brown.  Some  of  these  sea  trout 
were  beauties,  and  it  is  a  marvel  how  the  little  steel 
centres  of  Hardy  Brothers  can  stand  the  severe  test  of  a 
long,  hard  day's  fishing,  and  be  as  straight  in  the  evening 
as  a  rush.  Wonderful  work  in  those  rods  ;  but  I  am  much 
taken  away  with  the  combination  rod,  split  cane  middle, 
and  top  greenheart,  but  gives  splendid  action  and  not 
tiring.  Several  other  good  bags  were  also  got  by  gentle- 
men out  from  the  Bay  View  Hotel  on  the  upper  waters. 
Surgeon-Gen.  Colvin-Smith  had  some  splendid  sea  trout; 
also  his  son  was  lucky  at  getting  the  old  housekeepers. 
Sir  Thomas  Hughes,  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  J.  Doughan,  all 
at  the  Bay  View,  had  good  bags  on  the  private  waters. 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  no  fishing,  owing  to  the 
strong  wind  and  heavy  rain.  Lakes  will  be  in  good  play 
the  coming  week.  Good  bags  for  the  wind-up.  Best  flies 
are  the  local  ones,  made  by  Tim  McCarthy:  Claret  and 
Olives,  Golden  Olive,  Claret  and  Gold,  Bright  Rails, 
Golden  Yellow.— T.  McC. 


Jingling  '^xxinxes, 

October  14.  ' 

Allason  United  :  Prize  outing. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Punt  match  at  Twickenham. 

Batteisea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Coi  kham. 

Blackfriars  :  Ouiiug  to  Pulborough. 

Clapham  Scrollers:  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Crown  jnd  Buckland  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

Elgin  :  Lapsed  priza  outing. 

North-Basc  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's, 

Oglander  :  It  ovinsr  match  on  the  Medway. 

Ormonde  :  Lapsed  priza  outing. 

St.  John's  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End, 

Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Yalding. 

Spread  Eagle  :  Match  at  Valding. 

Waggoners  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing. 

Wellington:  L  ipsed  prize  outing. 

Woking :  Competition. 

Ye  01  de  Clapham  Rovers :  Outing. 
October  15. 

Anglers'  Association  ;  Monthly  delegate  meeting, 

Covent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 
Oct^ober  16. 

Gresham :  Microscopical  evening. 

Oglmder :  Concert. 
Ootober  17. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Visit. 

Hastings  :  Sea  fishing  from  St.  Leonard's  Pier, 
Oatobsr  18. 

Croydon  :  Lantern  lecture. 
October  20. 

Cobden :  Concert. 
Croydon  :  Concert. 


Oct.  21.- 

.,  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

,.  21.- 

„  21.- 

..  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  25.- 

„  28.- 

.,  28.- 

>,  28.- 

.,  28.- 

,.  28.- 

„  29.- 

„  30.- 

Nov.  4.- 

„  8.- 

„  20.- 

Deo.  1.- 


-Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Boxmoor. 
-Albion  Brothers :  Match  at  Stainee. 
-Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 
-Amicable  Waltonians :  Prize  outing. 
-Bermondsey  Brothtrs:  Prize  outing. 
-Cambridge  Friendly  :  Outing  to  Wraysbury. 
-Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match. 
-Camden  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
-Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Brighton. 
-Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
•Queen's  Pisoatorials  :  Match  at  Windsor, 
-Park  :  Outing  to  Ware. 
-Twickenham :  Competition. 
-Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
-West  Ham  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
-White  Hart :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 
-Serapis :  Annual  supper. 
-Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Reading, 
-Cobden  :  Match  at  Henley. 
-Seymour  Brothers :  Match  at  Henley, 
-South  Bermondsey  :  Punt  outing. 
-Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
-Good  Intent :  Visit. 
-Royal  George :  Visit. 
-A.B.S.  :  Competition  at  Richmond. 
-Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert. 
■Ljcbnobites ;  Annual  dinner. 


5Rfptts  from  Clu&s  ' 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Tbnraday  ' 
B7«niuff.    Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazsttk,  8t. 
Bunstan  s  Souse,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  rnarhed  "  Ol0b 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden  \ 
Lana,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  monthly  delegate  meetin?  will 
be  held  on  Monday  next.  Oat,  15,  at  8  p.m.— R,  G.  ' 

WoODRUFlf. 

Anglnrs'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  hst 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
78.  6d.  from  Mr.  Baxter,  The  Swan,  Bures,  from  the  • 
donation  box. — 11.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List. — The  return  visit  to  the  North  London  A  8.,  ac 
their  new  home,  the  Rising  Sun,  Brooksby-street,  Liver- 
pool-road,  Islington,  N.,  on  Oct.  8,  was  a  sigantic  success. 
The  room  was  completely  picked  by  enthusiastic  anglers  i 
and  friends  from  all  pirts.  Mr.  F.  Newton,  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers,  was  chairman,  and  Mr.  W.  Stretch  in  the  vice.  ' 
Twenty-two  societies  were  well  represented.  The  visiting 
officer  spoke  in  reference  to  the  forthcoming  A.B.S.  com- 
petition at  Richmond  on  Nov.  4,  and  several  extra  prizes 
were  offered.  My  next  visit  on  the  list  is  to  the  Original 
Clerkenwell  Piscatorials ;  date  later. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Beuevolene  Society.— Angling  Com- 
petition.—Committee  Rooms,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Netting  Hill,  W.  Book  to  Netting  Hill  (Met,), 
or  Netting  Hill  Gate  by  the  Central  London's  tubs.— 
Prizes  ara  still  rolling  in.  I  wish  to  acknowledge  up  to 
and  including  Oct.  11  (11  a.m.)  are  :  Golden  Barbel  A  S., 
a  silver  watch,  value  2l8. ;  C.  Shepherd  (Queen's  Pisca- 
tc rials),  silver  medal  for  the  first  winner  ;  Mr.  Hardcastle, 
four-line  furnished  winder;  South  London  AS.,  rod; 
Smallwood  and  Co.,  shut-up  stool;  Dyson  and  Co.,  rod; 
Islington  Bro"thers,  silk  umbrella ;  Messrs.  Hawley  and 
Blapkman  (of  Netting  Hill,  High  -  siraet),  smoker's 
cabinet,  value  30s. ;  Amicable  Waltonians,  a  prize ; 
brotherj  Jordan  (Clissold  A.S.),  a  prize ;  and  a  great 
many  others.    The  olRoial  programmes  containing  the 
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rules  and  regnlatioos  of  tha  competition  will  be  published 
on  Nov.  3,  and  can  be  purchased  of  any  of  the  committee 
or  officials  at  one  penny  each.  Prizes  up  to  date  will  be 
announced  in  same.  Do  not  forget  the  boundary — Rich- 
mond Half-tidal  Lock  to  Teddington  Look  ;  tow-path  side 
only;  date,  Nov,  4  ;  entrance  fee,  Is. ;  rods  to  oirry,  one. 
A'l  communioationa  to  be  addressed  to — Ben  Abrahams 
(Hon.  Sec),  25,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. 

Aberoom  Angling'  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction.  —  Since  my  last  report  only  Mr. 
Painter  weighed-in,  7ilb.  bream  and  chub.  Will  members 
kindly  attend  n^xt  week  to  clear  the  books,  being  quarterly 
■igrht  ?— Alf.  Painter. 

Adm  r»l  Blate  Anglinif  Society,  Admiral 
Blake,  Ladbroke  Grove,  W. — The  members  of  the  above 
have  arranged  a  match  for  Oct.  21,  at  Boxmoor.  All 
members  attend  Monday  evening  next  for  important 
bneiness. — H.  Langton. 

AUaBon  United  Brothera  AngUner  Soofttty, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uibridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
A  full  muster  attended  the  ( )ot.  10th  meeting,  and  our 
forthcoming  competition  at  Windsor  on  the  14th  was  the 
topic  of  the  evening's  agenda.  There  are  twelve  prizes 
and  two  specials — shade  of  birds  for  largest  fish,  and  a 
prize  for  second  largest  fish  in  match.  The  boundary  is 
from  Eton  Bridge  to  Surly  Hall ;  towpath  side  only ; 
main  stream;  two  rods;  all  fish  (except  jack,  eels,  and 
minnows)  to  weigh ;  start  by  signal  from  secretary  from 
Waterman's  Arms,  Brook's  Lane,  Eton ;  cease  at  dusk  ; 
first  train  leaves  Paddington  8  40  a  m  ,  and  Westbourne 
Park  8.43  a.m. ;  second  train  leaves  Paddington  9  a.m., 
and  Westbourne  Park  9  3  a  m.  The  second  one  is  a 
through  train,  providing  members  take  their  seats  at  the 
back  of  the  tiain.  We  made  two  new  working  members 
and  one  honorary  on  Oct.  10.— Ben  Abrahams, 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Forte - 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  —  On  Oct.  7  the 
following  weighed-in  good  shows  of  roach,  bream,  dace, 
and  perch  :  Messrs.  Smart,  Butlin,  Utting,  Drew,  and 
Hall.  At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  G.  Frost  was  elected  a 
working  member. — J.  Chambebs. 

Albion  Brotliera  Angling  Society,  The 
Fraropton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney,  N.E.  —  The 
prospects  of  sport  on  Oct.  7  not  being  very  promising, 
only  a  few  of  our  members  were  out,  and  consequently 
the  show  of  fish  was  a  meagre  one.  Mr.  J.  Jones  brought 
in  a  jack  of  31b.  9Joz,  ;  Mr.  J.  Allen,  dace  ;  Mr.  H. 
Bunyon,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Buxton,  peich.  The  gross 
weight  prize  for  roach  weighed-in  during  September  la^ 
bten  won  by  Mr.  C.  Bunyon.  At  last  Wednesday's 
meeting  further  arrangements  were  made  for  the  match 
at  Staines  on  Oct.  21.  It  was  decided  to  start  from 
Paddington  by  the  9.45  or  10,35  a.m.  trains,  and  to  return 
by  0  p  m.  train  from  Staines. — Alf.  Fenton. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square.— We  had  a  splendid  meetiog  on 
Wednesday  last.  Several  of  our  members  weighed-in  on 
Oct.  7.  We  have  still  rcom  for  one  or  two  good  working 
membprs.— G.  H. 

Amicable  Waltoni^ns  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Sept.  30  the  following  weighed -in  :  Messrs.  Millen, 
roach,  perch,  and  dace;  J.  Nunn,  roach  and  dace;  C. 
Nunn,  roach.  On  Oct.  7,  another  fine  show  by  the 
following  members :  Messrs.  Shury,  roach  and  dace ; 
Millen,  roach;  Lambert,  roach  and  dace;  Brealsforth, 
roach  and  dace ;  Crippg,  bream ;  Hntchens,  bream  and 
roach;  Walker,  roach.  The  next  prize  outing  takes  place 
on  Oct.  21.— A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  7th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Jones 
weighed  bream  from  the  Medway,  securing  lapsed  prize 
from  Septomber  outing.  In  future  the  meetings  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday  evenings.  On  the  10th  inst.,  with  a 
good  attendance  of  members,  the  final  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  punt  competition  for  seven  prizes  at 
Twickenham  on  14th,  including  the  draw  for  partners. 
Cease  fishing  at  5  p.m.  Names  will  be  posted  at  host 
Spong's,  The  Two  Sawyers,  on  the  morning.  Trains 
from  Waterloo,  7.50,  8.15  a.m.  All  to  return  to  club- 
house.— W. 

Batteraea  Friendly  Angling  Soele^,  Nag'i 

Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— Our  match  with  the 
Stockwell  Angling  Society  ended  in  their  favour.  The 
following  members  weighed-in  on  Oct.  7,  in  connection 
with  tbo  match:  Messrs.  A.  Dejonge,  G.  Hemens,  R. 
Dring,  W.  T*plin,  S.  Aplin,  H.  W.  Horton,  W,  Thomas, 
and  W.  Holker.  Mr.  G.  Smeed  takes  first  prize  in  our 
match  on  Oct.  7.  We  fish  a  match  on  Oct.  14  at  Cookham 
for  silver  cup  ;  pegged-down  ;  jack  barred ;  live-bait  and 
eels  barred.  Train  leaves  Paddington  at  8  40  ;  returns  at 
7.oO.    Cease  fishing  at  5  30. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondaey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— Only  three  members  weighed- 
in  on  the  7th,  Messrs.  J.  Martin,  J.  Wigley,  and  J. 
Smith.  The  members  fish  a  competition  for  the  October 
series  of  prizes  on  the  2l8t.  Place  and  conditions  to  be 
decided  at  the  meetingjon  the  17th.— Alf.  Conn. 

Blacfefriara  AngUng  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.E. — Several  members  out  on  the  7th, 
with  very  poor  results,  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  saving  a 
blank  with  a  nice  show  of  roach.  Our  series  of  prizes 
for  October  will  be  fished  for  at  Pulborough  (Central 
water  only)  on  Oct.  14,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
preaent.  Start  London  Bridge  (Eldridge  train).— J. 
Wheelhouse. 

Blenteim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— In  our  match  at  Taplow 
on  Oct.  7  all  the  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  :  Lawrence, 
first ;  Wilson,  second  ;  Weeks,  third  ;  Wilkins,  fourth ; 
Pratt,  fifth.  The  takes  were  very  small,  owing,  I  suppose, 
to  the  water  being  so  low  and  bright— it  was  possible  to 
lee  the  bottom  40ydB,  out  from  the  bank.  The  prizes 


keep  coming  in  for  the  A.B.S.  competition.  The  tickets 
are  on  sale.  Is.  each  ;  and  all  we  want  ia  more  stewards, 
80  who  will  come  up  nnd  give  their  services  in  the  cause  of 
benevolence  ?~C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brotnera  Anglinir  Soolet.v,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Oct.  7  Mr.  J. 
Rjach  weished-in  roach,  31b.  3J  z.  ;  Mr.  J.  Drew,  chub 
and  daci,  21b.  13;joz  ;  Mr.  H  Walker,  perch,  roach,  and 
dace;  Mr.  H.  Davis,  chub  and  roacn ;  Mr.  C,  Davis, 
perch  and  roach ;  Mr.  F.  8.  Pavett,  perch  ;  and  Mr. 
F.  W.  Stocker,  roach.  Oct  17  vfill  be  limit  night,  when 
all  subscriptions  must  be  paid  without  fail. — T.  Pater- 
noster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Yictoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle. — The  competition  fished  by  the 
members  of  this  association  on  Saturday  last  was  greatly 
interfered  with  on  account  of  the  high  wind,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, only  one  prize  was  won  (ham,  presented  by  Mr. 
F.  Baker),  by  Mr.  T.  Bateman,  although  there  was  a  good 
number  present.  The  deferred  prizes  will  be  again  com- 
peted for  on  Satui  diy  next  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
Canal,  at  Litherland.  Members  meet  at  Linacre  Hotel, 
Linaere-lane,  2  p.m.  prompt.  It  was  also  decided  to  have 
a  competition  on  Thursday  next,  the  18th  inst.,  in  the 
river  jDee,  three  prizes  being  offered,  Mr.  T.  Pennington 
being  the  appointed  captain.  Membeis  meet  at  7.45 "a.m., 
Central  (Low  Level)  Station. — Rcdd. 

Bmnawick  Brothera  Angung  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — On  Oct.  7  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  B.  Bissell,  E.  Papworth, 
C.  Parmenter,  T.  Tucker,  roach  ;  H.  Downer,  bream  and 
roach.  Several  other  members  were  out,  but  met  with 
poor  sport. — A,  Robertson. 

Bnrlington  Plscatorials,  The  Burlington,  West- 
bourne Park. — Some  members  have  been  out,  but  very  few 
fish  taken.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  next 
general  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  17,  at  9  p.m.,  to 
discuss  important  business. — J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  society.  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. — An  outing  will  take  place 
on  Oct.  21  at  Wraysbury ;  usual  conditions.  Members 
competing  can  leave  either  on  Saturday  or  Sunday,  and  go 
where  they  like  on  arrival. — W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heatb  Bvotbotu  AMgling  toilety, 
Good  Intpnt,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'e-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — We  have  a  pegged-down  match  on  Oct.  21  for 
ten  prizes.  The  stretch  of  water  to  be  fithed  was  left 
in  abeyance.  We  had  a  fairly  good  show  of  fish  on 
Oct.  7,  Messrs.  H.  Everett  haviig  a  nice  take  of  roach ; 
Ben  Smith,  roach;  G.  Almerotc,  roach;  R.  Nnrsey, 
roach ;  R.  Hubbard,  roach ;  C.  Hazard,  roach  ;  E. 
Argent,  roach  ;  and  J.  Baines,  perch. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Sooie'sy,  The  Looomouve,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — In  consequence 
of  the  brightness  of  the  rivers  our  shows  have  fallen  off 
somewhat.  On  Sept.  30  Mr.  Mann  weighed-in  roach  and 
barbel,  81b.  |oz. ;  Parker,  roach  and  barbel,  81b.  5Joz. ; 
Taylor,  jack  and  roach,  61b.  9oz. ;  and  Cook,  roach, 
31b.  8Joz.  Oct.  7,  Mann,  roach,  71b.  Joz  ;  Cook,  roach, 
61b.  15oz. ;  Taylor,  roach,  41b.  5Joz. ;  Parker,  barbel, 
31b. ;  and  Brock,  roach.  Members  are  reminded  that  we 
fish  for  a  good  list  of  prizes  on  Oct.  21,  at  Henley. 
Club  rules;  jack  barred  ;  tow-path  only. — R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  AngUng  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. — We  had  a  good  show  on  Oct.  7 
by  the  following :  A.  Hardcastle,  jack  and  roach  (largest 
jack  over  61b.) ;  F.  Staniford,  roach  and  dace  ;  W.  Flight, 
roach  and  dace ;  W.  Fayers,  roach  and  dace  ;  T.  Ohater, 
roach  ;  Watson,  bream. — W.  B.  F. 

Central  Association  Visiting  Iiist.— The  opening 
visit  of  the  winter  season  will  take  place  at  the  Izaak 
Walton  A.S.,  Brumwick  -  street.  Hackney  •  road,  on 
Wednesday,  17th  inst.,  at  which  I  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  a  good  attendance. — W. 

Clapham^  <fiingiiloia  Angling  Sooitty,  The 
Clarence.  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  Oct.  7  the  members  of  this  society  fished  their  sixth 
competition  at  Guildford,  when  the  following  were 
successful  in  taking  prizes  :  Mr.  A.  Ward,  first ;  H.  Pegg, 
second  ;  J.  Willgoss,  third.  Our  eighth  day's  outing  will 
take  place  on  Oct.  28,  at  Reading ;  roving ;  tow-path  only ; 
all  to  cease  fishing  at  six  o'clock.  Quarter  night  is 
Oct.  24.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Owing  to  the  delay 
caused  by  the  accident  on  the  S.W.  Railway  on  Oct.  7, 
members  were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  The  three  lapsed 
priz3s  will  be  fished  for  at  Pulborough  on  Oct.  14;  open  ; 
roving  ;  bank  or  boat ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  members  not  to 
fish  less  than  20jds.  apart. — P.  Bishop. 

Clerhenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — Ttie  annual  delegate  meeting  of  the  above  will  be 
on  Thursday,  Oct.  18,  at  the  Empress,  St.  John-street- 
road,  at  9.15  p.m.,  to  elect  secretary  and  chairman. 
Business  of  great  importance  will  be  brought  before  the 
meeting.  Edch  club  on  the  list  can  send  two  delegates. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Royal  George  A.S.  at  the 
Qaeen's  Arms,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  on  Oct.  30. — F. 
Castell. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Paimerston,  Clifton- 
road,  Peckham,  S.E. — The  members  of  above  society  held 
their  monthly  meeting  on  Thursday,  Oct.  4.  Nothing 
definite  was  arranged  re  Christmas  prize  outing.  A 
special  meeting  will  take  place  Thursday,  Oct.  18,  to 
decide  same.  Several  further  prizes  have  been  given.— 
E.  C.  Addison. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
w»ld-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Tuesday  last  we 
had  a  fair  muster,  and  business  of  a  most  satisfactory 
nature  was  done.  On  Oct.  7  Messrs.  Farmer  and  Coulson 
weighed-in  roach.— Fredk.  Eastwood. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kenul- 
road,  Weetboume  Park,  W.-^Mr,  E,  Baxter  bad  a  good 


show  of  roach  on  Got.  7.  On  Tuesday  last  we  decided  to 
fish  our  second  private  match  at  11  nley  (oegged-down) 
for  thirteen  prizes  on  Oct.  28.  Go  down  by  9  3  train  from 
Westbourne  Park  ;  register  names  on  arrival  at  Yt-  Lion  ; 
cease  fishing  at  5  30,  binnal  by  secretary  ;  register  fi^h  at 
Ye  Lion  tot  later  than  G  30,  and  leturn  by  8  10  train  from 
Henley.  We  also  voted  a  priz-i  value  lOj.  (!J.  to  A.B.  com- 
petition. I  hi'pa  to  see  agoud  number  of  membera  cometo 
Ricbmond  on  Nov.  4  to  assist  in  the  good  cause  of  ben-vo- 
leLce.  Our  coLOert,  whicb  takes  place  on  Oct.  20,  looks 
like  being  a  grand  su'-ces's. — A.  S.  H. 

Coll  ng«rood  Anglisg  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-Equare,  Blacktiiare-road,  S.E. — On  Oct.  7,  Messrs, 
Ball  and  Jarrett,  roach  and  bream  ;  E.  Elsey,  roach  and 
dace ;  Reeves,  dace.  On  Oct.  9,  Mr.  Gooding,  carp, 
best  fish  5ilb  — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Covent  Oarden  Piscatorial  Society,  Eing'i 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C. — On  Oct.  7  Messrs.  John  Maseey 
weighed-in  91b.  3oz.  of  roach ;  Outbush,  7ib.  2^oz.  of 
roach  (largest  fish  lib.  l^oz.);  Hjpping,  roach;  and 
James  Massey,  roach  and  bream. — W,  M. 

Crown  and  Bnokland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerken well-green,  E.G.— On  Oct.  7 
we  had  some  good  class  fish  shown  by  the  follow iag  : 
J.  Macdonnell,  G.  Norris,  C.  Walter,  M.  Burton,  A. 
Anderson,  and  R.  Knox.  Will  members  in  arrears  kindly 
clear  the  books  on  Wednesday  next  (quarterly  night),  to 
enable  the  auditors  to  get  the  half-yearly  balance  sheet  to 
hand  early.  I  hope  to  see  a  aood  muster  at  our  Amberley 
match  on  Oct.  14.— G.  H  Franklin. 

Croydon  Angling  Club  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon, 
— Mr.  J.  C.  Sambells  has  weigbed-in  some  good  bream, 
and  Mr.  F.  H.  Andrews  eight  nice  tench,  all  over  2  Jib.  each 
—George  Dix. 

ijalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlovr  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Oct.  7  a  very  few  of  the 
members  were  out  (they  seem  tired  of  the  bright  water), 
Mr.  A.  Morgan  saving  a  blank  with  some  nice  roach,  dace, 
and  chub.  On  Tuesday,  the  9th,  we  had  our  return  visit, 
which  proved  a  success,  fifteen  clubs  being  reprasented  in 
grand  style.  Some  excellent  harmony  was  renderad  by 
Messrs.  Fuller,  Redbura,  Stretch,  Llojd,  and  several 
others.  Societies  who  responded  please  accept  my  best 
tharki.  Mr.  Woodruff  attended,  and  was  cordially 
received,  and  ictroduced  the  netting  and  re-atccking  box, 
which  was  well  patronised.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday,  the  16th,  re  balance-sheet.  —  S. 
Malby. 

mbdiu  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — The  second  outing 
of  the  above  society  took  place  on  Sept.  30,  at  Shiplake, 
with  the  following  result:  Mr.  E.  Coltman,  roach,  first; 
Mr.  Matthews,  roach  and  percli,  second;  Mr.  Eiton, 
roach,  third.  The  return  visit  on  the  C.D.V.  Lisctook 
place  at  the  above  on  Monday,  Oct.  1,  and  was  fairly 
well  attended,  eleven  clubs  being  represented.  —  E, 
Coltman. 

Ouke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
AH  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  Oct  7  some  forty 
members  took  part  in  a  private  match  at  Marlow,  when 
seventeen  membera  took  prizes  :  Messrs.  Tucker,  first, 
roach ;  Devonport,  second,  roach  ;  Barns,  third,  roach  ; 
Bidwell,  fourth,  roach;  Fathers,  fifth,  roach;  and  Lane, 
sixth,  roach ;  Messrs.  Severn,  Hey  wood.  Balls,  Millett, 
Shaw,  Westlake,  Abbott,  Ireland,  Skinner,  and  Tony 
Millet.  I  think  the  A.B.  box  will  receive  the  best  prize. 
— W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham.— Very  good  sport  was  had  by  our  members  during 
September,  Mr.  Price  coming  in  a  good  first  with  some 
beautiful  trays  of  roach  and  dace,  many  of  the  roach  going 
over  a  pound  ;  Mr.  Barlow,  several  nice  takes  of  roaca  ; 
Messrs.  Miles,  Langton,  Staddon,  Dambleton,  Becket, 
Dyer,  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  jack ;  Mr.  Holden,  good 
sport  at  Littlehampton.  Sport  at  Leigh  has  been  vary 
good.  Messrs.  Martin,  Miles,  Reed,  Dyer,  Langton, 
PoUentine,  Dyer,  jun.,  and  Taylor,  fishing  on  the  19Lh, 
caught  upwards  of  thirty  dozen  flounders.  On  Oct.  3 
Messrs.  Langton,  Dyer,  Bower,  Collier,  and  Home  had 
over  twenty-five  dozen,  all  of  good  class  and  quality.  Alf. 
Cotgrove,  of  Leigh,  will  give  intending  anglers  all  informa- 
tion.—J.  G.  Dyee. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Barlsfield,  8.W.— Our  outing  of  Oct.  7  to  Teddington 
and  district  resulted  in  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr. 
Mithews,  with  dace,  &o.  The  sja  outing  on  Oct.  21  is 
shaping  well,  and  promises  to  be  a  record  muster.  All 
arrangements  are  well  in  hand,  and  we  are  lookirg  forward 
for  a  fine  day.  The  club  is  putting  up  five  prizes  for 
working  members  and  two  for  honorary  at  this  outing. 
Mr.  Mathews,  fishing  Wimbledon  Lake  this  wpek.  had  a 
good  show  of  bream,  largest  over  2jlb. — E  H.  Lane. 

East  Dulwivh  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerscoa  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S  E.— Mr.  H.  W.  Exall  brouiiht  home  a 
nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  Richmond  on  Oct.  7. 
Amongst  the  dace  was  a  specimen  of  12in.  in  length,— E, 
Dyball. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  HiU,  W. — On  Oct.  "  our  match 
was  not  a  success,  only  two  prizes  being  taken,  Mr.  Bush, 
first ;  and  Mr.  King,  second.  The  remaining  prizes  are 
to  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  14  ;  same  place  and  same  rules.— 
G.  King. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society.  Prince  Arthur, 
Broad-lane,  Tottenham. — On  Oct.  7,  Mr.  Wells  won  Mr. 
Phillips's  prize  with  roach  and  dace,  7lb.  5Jjz.  ;  Mr. 
Biggs  won  Mr.  Balaam's  prize,  p'roh,  lib.  4|iz.  Messrs, 
Perry  also  weighed-in  dace,'  lojoz. ;  Ashmore,  roach, 
10|  z.  ;  Cullen,  roach,  lib.  lO^z.  Our  old  friend  and 
member,  Mr.  Namen,  paid  us  a  visit,  and  gave  us  four 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  at  end  of  season.  Mr.  Wells,  one 
of  our  members,  holds  a  fishing  rod  found  near  Tottenliam 
Hale.   The  same  oan  be  had  on  application  to  the  above 
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society  by  Bi^insr  deEpription  of  the  rod  on  any  meeting 
night. — J.  Beggs. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Dnion-atreet,  Middlesex  Hospital.  W.— Our 
outing  came  off  at  Ashurst  oa  the  7th  wi  h  folio  «ing 
rpsalt :  Messrs.  HeDrie,  ro^ch,  21b.  12  z  ;  Miccbell,  chnb 
lib.  Hi  i.;  EiliES,  roach,  6  z.  Oolv  three  had  fish.  Will 
members  at  nd  next  Tuesday?  Important  business. — 
A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  liiTiBiit  AxLgling  Society  The  Orowr,  Ohuroh- 
itreet,  Shoreditoh. — The  mpmbers  of  the  above  fished  for 
prizes  at  PaTigbcurne  on  the  7  h,  and  they  were  all  taten  : 
Messrs.  G.  Hunt,  1st ;  W.  Hellens,  2nd  ;  Pbilpott,  3rd 
Our  return  visit  will  take  pluca  on  Oct.  29,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  e^iod  muster  of  members  and  friends  on  the 
ocoision.— E.  MuKPHY. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.— The  fortnightly  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  J.  H.  Eich  presiding. 
Before  commencinat  the  business  of  the  evening,  it  was  with 
deep  regret  that  the  secretary  read  a  letter  which  he  bad 
received  from  Mrs.  Ryder,  announcing  the  death  of  her 
dear  husband,  which  occurred  on  Monday.  The  chairman 
having  spoten  a  few  very  hind  words  concerning  Mr. 
Rjder,  Mr.  Rich  proposed,  and  Mr.  Tagg  seconded,  that  a 
letter  of  condolence  and  sjmpithy  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Ryder 
at  the  very  great  loss  she  had  sustained,  also  that  a  wreath 
be  sent  for  the  funeral,  Mr.  Ryder,  who  was  the  late 
host  of  the  society's  club-house  and  a  vice-president,  took 
a  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  society  since  its 
formation  in  1682.  Bis  death  has  removed  one  of  its 
strongest  supporters,  and  its  members  have  lost  a  good 
and  kind  friend.  The  ordinary  business  was  disposed  of, 
and  Mr.  E.  Stokes  awarded  the  prizes  given  for  August 
and  September.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for 
presiding  terminatsd  the  proceedings.— W.  K. 

HarooTirt  Angling  Sooiety.  Harcoort  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W.— We  had  a  few  roach  and  dace 
shown  on  Oct.  7.  One  of  our  champion  rosch  anglers 
weighed- in  one  Epecimen  roach.  Last  Thursday  was 
quarterly  night,  and  I  hope  to  see  them  all  attend  on 
Thursday  next.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollingtoc-road,  HoUoway,  N.— Messrs.  S.  Stone, 
with  5lb.  lOioz.  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  and  P.  Woods, 
with  a  small  chub,  are  the  only  members  to  weigh-in 
during  the  past  week.— B.  Wymek. 

Eonnslow  and  Islewortli  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — Our  dacs  com- 
petition in  the  Thames,  for  best  dieh  of  six,  on  Sunday  and 
Mondiy,  resulted  in  Mr.  J.  M.  Brougham  being  first,  and 
Mr.  W.  F.  Morgan  second.  Mr.  Brougham,  who  had 
four  and  a  quarter  dozen  good  roach  and  dace,  fished  at 
Isleworth,  and  Mr.  Morgan  at  Tssickenham.  During  the 
week  Mr.  Duke  has  had  roach,  dace,  and  a  good  perch ; 
Mr.  A.  Taylor,  roach  ;  Mr.  Broughain,  some  very  fine 
rosoh,  also  dace,  chub,  gudgeon,  two  siiver  bream,  and  a 
jick.  We  had  a  iargely-atterded  meetirg  on  Wtdnesday, 
Mr.  Duke  in  the  chair,  wlijh  was  followed  by  a  most 
eniiyable  smoking  conceit.— J.  M.  Brougham. 

iSozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditoh,  E.— On  Oct.  7  Mr. 
Newton  weigled-in  roach;  and  Mr.  Wiltshire,  roach 
On  Tuesday  a  very  poor  meeting,  and  no  business  done. 
Will  the  committee  try  and  meet  next  week  as  early  as 
possible  ?— B.  W,  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms.  Oanonbury-road,  N.— Our  match  at  Harlow  on 
Ojt.  7  was  very  well  attended.  The  following  were  the 
prize  winners  :  Messrs.  Day,  first  ;  Wilkes,  second  ; 
Leach,  third  (all  with  perch).  The  other  prizes  left  over 
will  be  fished  for  later  on,  in  a  roving  match.  We  met  on 
Tuesday  last  (Mr.  Wilkes  in  the  chair).  Mr.  Reeves 
(perch)  and  Mr.  J.  Burwa^h  had  fish,  but  were  not  able  to 
get  up  to  weigh  —J.  H.  Heebeet. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-atreet,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  The 
members  will  compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  Oct.  21  at 
Shiplake.  The  next  return  visit  (Central  Association 
Society's)  will  be  to  this  society  on  Wednesday  evening 
next.  Oct.  17,  this  being  the  first  visit  at  our  new  quarters. 
We  nope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  many  of 
our  angling  friends  that  can  posisbly  attend.  Messrs.  R 
Hill,  J.  K.  Charters,  and  J.  Poole  weighed  in  roach,  dace, 
and  chub  on  Oct.  7. — H  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E,— At  a  committee  meeting  held 
at  the  Rosemary  Branch ,  Lewisham  High-road,  of  the  above 


asfooiation  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  9,  it  was  proposed  that  a 
letter  of  cngratula'inn  should  be  sent  to  our  president, 
A,  H.  A  Morton,  M  P.,  on  his  success  in  Di'ptford.  Our 
next  competition  takes  place  on  Nov.  4  to  Saturday, 
Nov.  10;  to  be  a  roving  competition;  jok  barred;  this 
will  be  the  whiskey  oompetitjon.  Members  kindly  note 
seo.  which  day  they  intend  fishing ;  and  all  fish  must  be 
weighed-in  same  night. — W.  D.  Freeman. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthor,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report  the  following 
had  fish:  Mes'srs.  Benoe,  Bros.  Bedington,  Pass,  sen.,  and 
Pass,  jun.  We  also  got  through  some  important  business 
and  arranged  a  prize  for  the  A.B.  competition. — G. 
Bence. 

Xiluooln  Auglingr  Soolety,  Metropolitan,  Win- 

ibester-street.  N.— On  Oct  7  the  following  had  some  good 
fish  :  Messrs  Conk,  131h.  15  z  ;  Killick.  121b.  9Joz. ;  W, 
Watlirg,  W.  Clark,  T.  Richardson,  C.  Biggs,  and  C. 
Stevens  also  having  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  C.  Taylor  was 
unanimously  elected  a  working  member. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square,— The  members  of  this  association  are, 
speakirg  generally,  having  very  fair  angling,  the  rain  which 
has  fallen  causing  the  fish  to  spoit  well.  The  result  of 
the  competition  fished  on  Oct.  4,  at  Bangor,  resulted  in 
Mr.  White  being  first,  Mr.  J.  Pennington  second,  Mr.  R. 
Roberts  third,  and  Mr.  Fosbrooke  fourth.  The  weather 
was  very  wild  and  wet,  but  it  cleared  up  in  the  afternoon, 
with  the  result  that  the  takes  were  quite  creditable, 
considering  the  drawback  in  the  forenoon.  The  creels 
were  Bilb.,  SJlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  2Jlb,,  all,  of  course,  olab 
weights.— Rp.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Bdinburgli  Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.  —  The 
weekly  meeting  of  this  association,  on  Monday  evening 
last,  was  again  well  attended,  which  shows  the  interest 
displayed  by  the  members  in  the  new  and  comfortable 
club  room.  Some  nice  trout  and  daca  were  on  view, 
taken  during  the  day  from  the  Dee  by  Messrs.  Rick, 
Farkes,  and  T.  Attwood.  Mr.  Whittaker,  acor)m- 
panied  by  Mr.  Gardner,  had  a  fine  catch  of  dace 
from  the  Dee  last  week,  the  total  being  over  101b.,  and 
not  a  fish  under  4oz. ;  in  fact,  the  Dee  at  all  points  is 
fishing  very  well  at  present.  Mr.  Laidlaw,  spending  a 
few  days  on  the  Annan  last  week,  landed  some  fine  trout 
and  grayling,  and,  singular  to  remark,  one  of  the  latter 
was  found  to  contain  a  quantity  of  shingle,  &o. ,  which  was 
the  object  of  much  curiosity  amongst  the  members  at 
ihe  meeting.   A  perch  of  wiS  taken  from  club 

waters  last  week  in  nice  condition. — Green  Rod. 

North-East  Brother  s  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Oct.  7  we  had 
another  very  nice  show  of  fish,  and  the  followirg 
wti<hed-in :  Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach;  Pledwell, 
roach  ;  S  Burrett,  roach  ;  8.  Polykett,  roach  ;  E.  Lamb, 
roach  and  dace;  W.  Smith,  roach;  Jeffrey,  roach  and 
dace ;  Hurt,  roach  and  dace ;  and  Carter,  roach.  On 
Oct.  14  a  peg-down  match  takes  place  at  St.  Margarets  ; 
all  members  taking  part  in  the  match  to  start  by  the  first 
train,  7  30,  from  Globe-road  ;  time  to  leave  oif  fishing  to  be 
named  by  the  members  before  they  start  fishing,  and 
whpre  to  show  their  fish.— G.  Tatlob. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  —  On  the  7th  the 
members  fished  for  four  prizes  at  Bourne  End.  three  of 
which  were  won  in  the  following  order  :  G.  Hayes,  H. 
Christmas,  H.  Ford.  On  the  8th  we  took  a  return  visit 
on  the  No.  2  Eastern,  the  same  being  a  success,  Mr.  Frank 
Newton  being  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Stretch.  The 
harmony  was  good,  and  plenty  of  it.  On  the  roll  being 
called  twenty-two  clubs  responded.  The  nf  xt  visit  goes  to 
the  Original  Clerkenwell,  who  I  hope  will  have  a  bumper. 
— H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.B.— On  Oct.  7  we  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach.  Messrs.  T,  McyJer,  51b.  5oz. ; 
C.  Myers,  31b.  lljoz.  ;  T.  Mueller,  lib.  13oz.  Several  fish 
weighed  from  12uz.  to  14Jnz.  On  Oct.  14  we  have  a 
roving  match  on  the  Medway.  Members  can  go  to 
.Pdddock  Wood,  Yalding,  or  Wateringbury ;  two  rods; 
bank  only  ;  jack  barred.  Hope  members  will  turn  up  in 
force  next  Tuesday,  as  we  anticipate  an  enjoyable  evening. 
All  business  matters  that  are  argent  cai  be  transacted 
through  the  secretary.  Concert  starts  at  nine  o'clock. — 
H,  W.  Mobqan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Oheshire-strett,  Bethnal  Green. — S.  Orrow 


and  J,  Davis  weighed-in  a  few  roach.  The  prize  fund  hai 
beon  spttled,  and  will  be  paid  out  on  Oct.  17, — Geobqr. 

Ormonde  Angliog  Society,  Tbe  Rose.  Saville-piaoe, 
Lamheth-rjad,  S.E — Our  members  fishpd  a  oompetii  ion  on 
Oct.  7  at  Egham,  but  with  poor  results,  only  one  prize 
being  taken.  _  The  outs  andiog  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on 
Oct.  14  at  King's  Langley,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  members  show  up  — J  Mann. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham. — The  followina;  weighed-in  on  Oct.  7  :  Mr, 
Tracy,  roach  and  dace;  Mr,  Reitz,  roach;  Mr.  Gates, 
dace;  all  from  the  Thames,  Our  late  secretary  having 
resigned,  Mr.  H.  Gates  was  el«oted  to  act  as  secretary  pro 
tern.  Two  new  members  were  also  elected.  Our  peg- 
down  match  takes  place  on  the  Slst  inst.  at  Ware.  All 
members  intending  to  compete  should  attend  on  Tuesday 
npxt,  and  see  that  they  are  clear  on  the  books.— II. 
Gates. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cator-street,  Peckham,  S.E. — At  the  special 
general  meeting  held  at  above  house  on  Oct  6  there  was  a 
capital  attendance  of  members.  The  principal  business  to 
be  dealt  with  was  the  new  code  of  rules  submitted  by  the 
committee.  These,  after  perusal  by  the  members,  were 
thought  to  be  thoroughly  workable,  and  it  was  prc- 
toscd  and  carried  that  they  be  adopted  and  printed. 
Mr.  Hart  is  the  winner  of  Mr.  H.  Cjlemin's  prize 
of  103.  6i3.  for  gross  weight  during  September  from 
the  Aran  at  Pulborough,  and  M.  Steadman  wins  the  other 
lOs,  6d.  given  by  same  gentleman  for  largest  roach  under 
same  conditions.  We  made  one  new  working  member  last 
week,  Mr.  R.  Hatherill,  and  have  two  more  to  propose 
next  meeting.  Our  monthly  series  takes  place  on  Oct.  21. 
]\Iembers  please  attend  to  decide  place  and  oDnditions.— 
T.  G.  GiB3B. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  Stepney,  E. — On  Oct.  7  we  had  a  grand  show  of 
jick  and  roach,  weighed-in  by  Mr.  J.  Seigenberg.  Mr. 
T.  Tczer  also  had  perch.  I  hope  members  will  note  that 
they  must  be  clear  on  the  hooks  if  they  wish  to  compete 
for  the  November  prizes. — W.  Russell. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  Chapel-street, 
Ed_gware-road,  N.W.— On  Oct.  7  only  two  members 
weighed-in,  i  e.,  Messrs.  Malton  and  Yule.  The  adjourned 
quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Oct.  9,  when  all  ctlicers 
were  re-elected.  The  balance-sheet  was  passed  as  very 
satisfactory,  showing  the  club  to  be  in  a  thoroughly 
sound  financial  condition.  Do  not  forget  the  outing  to 
Windsor  on  Oct.  21. — Geo.  Kkenb. 

Bojal  George  Angling  Sooioty,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Oct.  7  the  following 
weighed-in  some  nice  fish :  Trotter,  tench  (one  fish), 
21b.  13oz. ;  Longland,  rudd  (one  fish),  lib.  9Joz.  ;  Speel- 
man,  carp.  We  take  our  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell 
and  District  L'st  on  Oct.  30. — J.  Gibbons 

Serapis  Angllxg  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhursi-road,  Hackney,  N.E, — During  the  past  week  tbe 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  C  King,  7lb.  roach ;  ,1, 
Gnyver,  lOJlb.  roach  ;  T.  Morris,  8 Jib.,  roach  ;  H.  Goffee, 
roach  and  perch  ;  Schulze,  perch.  On  Oct.  25  we  intend 
holding  our  annual  supper  at  our  headquarters,  to  he 
fcllowed  by  a  grand  concert,  at  which  we  shall  be  pltasfd 
to  welcome  all  angling  friends  that  can  he  with  us. — H. 
Gaffee. 

heymonv  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  Oat.  7  the 
following  were  successful :  Messrs,  S.  King,  toach, 
31b.  7cz.,  first;  J.  Barnes,  roach,  21b.  7oz.,  second;  W, 
Roach,  roach,  21b.  6oz.,  third ;  J.  Pennel,  21b.  loz., 
fourth;  B.  Smith,  lib.  loz.,  fifth.  Messrs.  Spalding, 
Docker,  Henron,  North,  and  Ashwood  also  weighed-in 
fish.  A  friendly  contest  has  been  arranged  with  the 
Golden  Barbel  at  Henley,  on  Oct.  28.— W.  Aldis. 

South  Bermondsej)  Club  and  Institute  Pis  ma- 
terials, Rotherhithe  New-road.  S  E  — Our  monthly 
resulted  as  follows :  Messrs.  T.  Wbichelow,  first,  roach 
and  dace;  Allum,  second,  roach  and  dace;  and  Davies, 
third,  roach  and  dace.  Messrs,  Byers  and  Streeton  also 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Our  punt  outing  will  take 
place  on  Oct.  28,  and  those  wishing  to  attend  must  give 
their  names  £nd  deposit  not  later  than  Friday,  Oct.  19, 
otherwise  they  will  not  be  able  to  compete. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Spread  Bagle  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — We  fish  our  prize  outing  on 
Oct.  14,  at  Yalding,  Kent,  All  members  to  meet  at 
Waterloo  Junction  at  6  55  a.m,  on  the  morning  ;  two  rods 
allowed;  no  live-bait  to  be  taken  down;  jick  ba,rred;  to 
cease  fishing  at  6  30  p.m.   I  hope  all  members  will  meet 
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on  thii  occasion,  aa  there  are  several  good  prizaa  oat.— E. 

Edwards. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — A  few  of  our  members  were  out  on  Oct.  7, 
with  a  fair  amount  of  sport,  Meagre.  Grindrod,  Fairbonrn, 
Bentley  having  fine  show  of  roach ;  Mr.  Jolly,  bream.  We 
made  two  more  honorary  members  last  Friday. — W.  Bt. 

Stockw^ell  Anijrling  Society.  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road.  Clapham.— The  match  at  Yaldiog  on  Oct.  7,  for  a 
Buppar  V  Battersea  Friendly  A. S.,  resulted  in  a  victory 
for  the  Stockwells.  The  fish  were  right  off  feed,  and  the 
takes  were  absurdly  small.  The  members  desire  to 
express  their  appreciation  of  the  eportsman-Jike  manner 
the  losing  team  carried  out  their  part  of  the  arrangements, 
and  hope  shortly  to  meet  them  to  take  their  revenge  in  a 
return  match,  our  prize  outing  taking  place  at  the  sime 
time.  The  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  order : 
Messrs.  Ansty,  first;  Jenkins,  second;  H.  Pain,  jnn., 
third;  Barker,  fourth  ;  Adams,  fifth.— Thos.  Lucas. 

Snndiai  Angling  Society.  Wir<lsor  Castle,  King- 
etreet.  Hammersmith. — Our  half-yeirly  supper  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  Nov.  8. 
Members  and  friends  wishing  to  take  part  to  give  their 
names  in  as  soon  as  possible. — C.  E  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society.  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham.  —  We  had  a  well-attended  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last.  Several  membera  have  been  out,  but 
sport  has  not  been  so  good.  Membera  please  note  change 
of  address,  from  Eailway  Hotel  to  Two  Sawyers.  Com- 
petition (gross  weight)  takes  place  on  Oct.  21  and  22. 
Rules,  &o.,  to  be  seen  at  headquarters.— Hon.  Sec. 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Society.  RaCway 
lavem,  King-street,  Woolwich.— A  special  meeting  ia 
called  for  Oct.  16,  to  consider  brother  Grimwood'a  case. 
Very  little  sport  was  had  last  week  by  our  members,  W.  M, 
Smith  being  the  only  one  to  weigh-in  any  fish,  bringing  in 
51b.  13f  )z.  roach  and  two  jack  (largest  31b.  12oz.)  from  the 
Med  way.— W.  M.  Smith. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Oct.  10  Mr,  Austin  weighed-in  a  good  show  of  roach  and 
chub.  Oar  outing  to  Bourne  End  takes  place  on  Oct.  28. 
— W.  A.  B. 

X.  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 

Jimbankment.— Some  of  our  members  had  some  fine  shows 
of  fish  on  the  7th.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  9th. 
We  fish  a  match  on  Oct.  14  at  Windsor,  roving  from 
Windsor  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall,  All  to  go  firat  train  on 
the  mornirg,  and  cease  fishing  at  six  o'clock.— H  C 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— A  very  good  meeting, 
at  which  we  settled  all  conditions  for  outing  on  Oct.  21. 
All  go  by  first  train  from  Paddington  on  the  day,  and  show 
fish  at  the  Red  Lion  at  6.30  p.m  ;  two  rods;  bank  only; 
all  fish  to  weigh,  according  to  ruhs;  live  bait  to  be  caught 
on  the  day;  four  prizes.  Messrs.  Dungaleand  Temple- 
man  weighed-in  on  Oct.  7.  Mr.  Dungale,  barbel;  and 
Mr.  Templeman,  bream. — W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  AngUng  Society,  Essex 
Anna,  Forest- road,  Walthamstow.  —  On  Oct.  7  Mr 
Howell  and  Mr,  Howarth  had  some  nice  roach  from  the 
Lea.  Mr.  W.  Osmenth  and  Mr.  Howarth  also  hid  some 
good  roach.  Mr.  Busby  had  a  nice  jick.  We  have  our 
outing  to  Harlow  on  Oct.  14.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster.  We  made  two  more  new  members  this  week  •  two 
more  to  make  next.— M.  Schocke.  ' 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  N.— 
Our  inembera  have  shown  some  nice  chub  lately,  largest 
3Ib.  13oz.  and  21b.  loz.— Matt.  Ccddee. 

Walworth  Waltoniana  Angling  Society  St. 
Paul  a  Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E.-A  competition  takes  place 
on  Oct.  14  tor  several  prizes.  Any  member  intending  to 
compete,  please  take  the  anglers'  excursion,  6.45  a.m.. 
London  Bridge  to  Pnlborough,  and  meet  outside  the 
8tation.~W.  Weat.  [It  will  be  useful  to  those  members 
.  who  are  going  to  Pulborongh  to  know  that  the  6.55  train 
doea  not  run  this  month.  The  time  for  departure  is  now 
S.lo  a.m.] 

Warwick  Angling  Society.  Lord  Brooke,  Shern- 
haU-street,  Walthamstow.— We  have  much  pleasure  in 
announciBg  to  anglers  and  others  that  the  above  society 
wis  enrolled  with  the  Anglers'  Association  with  the  fine 
number  of  thirty-two.  The  meeting  nights  are  on  Thurs- 
days and  Sundays.  Any  information  respecting  same  can 
be  had  ct  the  secretary  at  the  above  house.— L  B 

Society,  Prince  George, 
Hilhngdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— The  outing  on  Oct  7 
was  very  poor,  only  one  prize  taken,  although  a  glorious 
day ;  the  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  14 
where  you  please.  Those  members  who  have  not  put 
their  name  down  for  the  supper  please  inquire  of  the 
tecretary.— W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.-On  Oct.  7  the  following  weighad-in  :  Mr 
Styman,  bream  ;  Mr.  Harman,  jack;  and  Mr.  Lee,  bream. 
1  hope  members  will  not  forget  October  monthly  prize  for 
jick.— H.  Hein. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove.  Stratford.-On  the  7th  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Tyler,  Pethnrst,  Bowles. 
Wewton,  sen,  Rason,  Fen.,  Vale,  roach;  and  Homer 
bream.  1  hops  our  members  will  not  forget  our  peg-down 
match  on  the  21st  at  Hatfield  Peveril ;  all  to  go  down  with 
the  first  tram  on  the  morning  of  the  match,  that  leaves 
btrattord  at  7.35  a.m.   Honorary  members  invited.— R 

LOWTHEE. 

Wesc  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
ilammersmith.— Several  members  were  out  for  our  club 
match,  but  the  takes  of  fiah  were  small.  Mr.  Street  took 
first  prize  with  two  barbel,  41b.  and  31b.,  from  Richmond. 
Mr.  Parsons.  Mr.  Cox,  sen.,  and  Mr.  Ramsay  also  secured 
prizes. — J,  J.  Hunter. 


White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  Oct.  7  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  F.  H.  Beaumont,  perjh ;  W.  Bragg,  roach ; 
T.  Dunford,  roach ;  W.  Butler,  roach ;  W.  Anthony, 
reach.  Membera  please  note  we  have  arranged  to  fish  a 
pegg^d  down  match  on  Ost.  21,  at  Broxbonrne;  boundary 
between  Dobb's  Weir  Lock  and  Fish  and  Eals  ;  all  fish  to 
weigh  bar  jack  ;  one  rod  only  allowed  ;  first  prize,  lOs.  6  J. ; 
second  prize,  joint  of  beef;  third  prize,  7s.  6i.  ;  fourth 
prize,  5s. ;  and  others  to  follow. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — The  second  match  for  the  eilver  cup  came 
off  at  Weybridge  on  the  7th  inst,,  in  the  club  water  there. 
Sport  was  exceptionally  bad,  the  water  falling  fully  1ft. 
in  the  afternoon,  putting  fish  right  off  the  feed.  Many  of 
the  score  of  competitora  failed  to  get  a  sizeable  fish,  except 
gudgeon.  In  the  result  the  three  top  weights  were 
Messrs.  H.  J.  Lawrence,  H.  Golding,  and  F.  J.  Rolt. 
The  takes  were  perch  and  chub.  A  few  dtcsnt  dace  were 
caught,  but  not  a  respectable  roach  all  day  long, — S. 
Peskett. 

Woking  Angling  Club,  The  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Woking. — I  succeeded  in  capturing  a  few  biss  at  New- 
haven  (largest  51b.),  also  plenty  of  whiting,  dabs,  &o.  I 
also  hooked  but  lost  a  fine  conger.  We  had  a  prize  outing 
on  Oct.  7  on  the  Broadmeads,  the  following  being  the 
successful  competitors:  Mr.  J,  Heather,  first,  with  6lb. 
bream  (largest  fish  lib.  14oz.) ;  Mr.  F.  Beagley,  second, 
with  lib.  15oz. ;  and  Mr.  H,  Crane,  third,  with  lib.  lloz. 
The  last  named  competitor  also  succeeded  in  winning  an 
excellent  rod,  offered  by  Mr.  Buahnell,  for  the  best  perch, 
with  a  perch  of  just  over  lib.  On  Oct.  14  we  intend  hold- 
ing a  gudgeon  competition.  In  the  Club  Union  Competi- 
tion, which  was  held  in  September  on  the  Meadg,  three  of 
our  members  succeeded  in  taking  first,  second,  and  fourth 
prize  respectively. — Wbyside  Wandebee. 

Woolwich  luvicta  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street,  Woolwich.- On  Oct.  7  several 
membera  were  out,  trying  various  rivers  and  lakes  for 
specimen  fish,  which  resulted  in  a  fair  suooeas.  Messrs. 
Martin,  Watts,  Sullivan,  and  King  tried  the  river  Arun  ; 
Messrs.  Montague  and  J.  Sullivan,  Dagenham  Like ; 
Messrs.  W.  King  and  Johnston,  the  Thamea.  A  good 
number  of  aizeable  fish  taken  by  the  membera  were 
returned  to  the  river. — C.  Foster. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Park-road,  Clapham.— Membeirs  were  out 
on  Oct.  7  at  Windsor,  the  following  taking  fish:  W. 
Willey,  roach  and  dace;  W.  Vale,  perch;  T.  Birket, 
chub  and  roach  ;  J.  Blackman,  roach  and  dace  ;  J.  Wyatt, 
perch ;  but  could  not  weigh-in  through  the  collision  at 
Twickenham.  Members  wanting  supper  ticketa  can  now 
have  them  of— F.  Taylor. 


TYNE  FISHERY  BOARD. 
An  ordinary  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of 
the  Fiahery  District  of  the  Tyne  was  held  at  the  Moot 
Hall  on  Saturday.    Mr.  Thos.  Taylor  was  in  the  chair, 
and  there  was  a  large  attendace. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  transmitting 
a  copy  of  a  memorial  from  salmon  fishermen  of  South 
Shields,  asking  that  an  inquiry  might  be  held  into  cartain 
alleged  fishing  rights  in  respect  of  which  legal  proceedings 
are  said  to  be_  pending,  and  requesting  to  ba  favoured  with 
any  observationa  which  the  conservatori  might  desire  to 
offer. 

The  clerk  also  read  a  petition  from  the  fishermen 
relative  to  whit  they  described  as  "  their  ancient  rights," 
which,  it  was  stated,  were  going  to  be  encroached  on.  It 
added  that  the  fishermen  were  only  poor  men  with  wives 
and  children,  and  they  could  not  afford  to  go  to  London 
to  defend  their  position.  As  a  result  some  of  them  were 
being  tried  for  contempt  of  court. 

The  chairman  explained  that  the  board  had  purchased 
the  rights  in  question,  and  wou'd  pay  for  them  £900.  A 
deposit  had  been  paid  on  the  purchase  money.  In  reply 
to  further  qneations,  Mr,  Taylor  siid  that  the  idea  was 
to  save  the  heavy  cost  of  a  lawsuit.  They  also  wanted 
to  put  the  fisherman  in  the  same  position  that  they  were 
m  before,  which  he  thought  was  a  very  fair  position. 

It  was  agreed,  despite  the  proposal  of  a  negative,  to  tell 
the  Board  of  Trade  that  the  inquiry  was  no  longer 
necessary.    The  voting  was  14  to  3  for. 

Another  letter  was  read  from  the  Board  of  Trade, 
relative  to  the  proposition  to  take  certain  money  created 
under  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Waterworks  Act,  to 
pay  the  South  Shields  Fishery  for  the  purchase  referred 
to.  The  letter  also  said  that  an  inspector  would  shortly 
aisouss  the  matter  with  the  clerk. 

.The  chairman'  spoke  of  his  presence  at  the  Royal 
Fishery  Commission,  and  aa  to  the  questions  he  had  been 
asked.  He  said  he  thought  some  of  the  authorities  would 
come  down  here  and  take  local  evidence. 

Mr.  Harbottle  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  on  the 
board  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  J,  B.  Clayton,  and  Geo, 
Forster  was  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  his  dead  brother,  T, 
Forater,  jnn.  The  appointment  of  a  successor  to  Sir 
Hedworth  Williamson  was  left  over. 


_  News  from  Epsom  ok  Derby  Day  not  only  causes  a  thrill  of 
intense  interest  among  sporting  men,  but  it  causes  a  flutter  of 
excitement  throughout  England,  as  many  people  take  an  interest 
in  It  wiio,  on  otner  occasions,  have  no  sympathy  with  racing 
events.  So  it  ia  in  cases  of  illness;  when  strangers  are  the 
victims  we  feel  no  anxiety,  but  when  a  friend  or  relative  is 
Btnckeu  down  we  await  news  of  their  progress  with  unpatient 
suspense.  Many  letters  of  thanks  are  written  daily  by  Grateful 
;"s°ds,  or  the  sufferers  themselves,  for  the  benefit  received 
tiirough  HoUoway's  marvellous  medicines.  They  have  been  a 
source  of  relief  in  almost  every  known  complaint.  The  Pills  give 
tone  to  the  stomach,  increase  the  appetite,  and  aid  the  digestion  • 
whilst  the  Ointment,  when  absorbed  into  the  pores,  prevents 
disease  from  having  a  fatal  influence  upon  the  system. 


SEA  FISHING  FROM  PIERS. 
In  answer  to  several  inquiries  aa  to  fishing  from  pieri 
being  allowed  on  Sundaya,  the  following  information  hae 

been  obtained  : 

Aldeburgh.—"  We  have  no  jettiea,  only  a  wharf.  Sun- 
day  tiahing  must  ba  from  boata."- The  Habuour 
Master. 

Bangor.— "  Fishing  is  not  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays;  but  by  takms;  a  small  boat  angling  may  be 
indulged  in  to  your  heart's  content.    Fish  are  much 
more  plentiful  out  there  than  about  the  pier."— Wm 
Owen,  Pier  Master. 
Barmmdlv.—''  All  sea  fishing  ia  free,  according  to  the 
isea  Fisheries  Board  regulations,  but  no  fishing  is 
allowed  on  Sunday,  nor  boating."— Johk  Lewis 
Harbour  Master. 
Berwick-on-Tweed  — "  There  ia  no  angling  or  fishing  of 
any  kind  sanctioned  on  Sandiy  within  the  limits  cf 
the   Berwick   Harbour."— Robert   A.  Darling, 
Harbour  Master. 
BlacJcpool.—"  We  beg  to  inform  you  that  iw  fishing  ia 
permitted  from  this  company's  pier  on  Sundaye. 
There  is  no  harbour  here,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent    fishing    from    boats."  —  Jas.  Walker, 
Secretary  Blackpool  Pier  Company. 
Bhjth.—"  Fishing  is  7iot  allowed  at  all  on  our  piers.  Men 
frequently  fish  about  the  quays  and  in  the  harbour, 
but  there  is  practically  no  fishing  on  the  Sunday, 
although  we  have  no  ragulations  to  stop  the  same, 
exceptmg  on  the  piera."— T.  C.  Nicholson,  Harbour 
Master. 

Boywor.- Fishing  is  allowed  on  Sundays  as  on  other  days 

viz.,  free."— J.  Rogers,  Pier  Master. 
Bournemouth.—"  Fishing  from  the  pier  is  not  allowed  on 

Sundays."— J.  Druitt,  jun..  Solicitor,  Town  Clerk 
Brixham.—"  We  have  no  bye-law  that  would  prohibit 
fishing  on  Sundays."— J.  W.  Wheaton,  Harbour 
Master, 

Broadstairs.—"  Fishing  is  not  allowed  from  the  pier  on 

Sundays."— S.  Holbourn,  Harbour  Master. 
Clacton-on-Sea.—"  We  do  not  object  to  fishing  on  the  pier 
on  Sundays,  providing  anglers  do  not  litter  up  the  pier 
with  weed,  &c."— S.  J.  R.  Legerton,  Pier  Master, 
Lonwaxj.—  '  Fishing  oa  Sundays  is  not  allowed  on  quays 

or  piers  in  Conway."— Evan  Evans. 
Coives  (Isle  of  Wight).—"  Angling  is  not  permitted  from 

this  pier."— L.  T.  Wilkins,  Traffic  Manager, 
Cromer.—"  There  is  now  no  jetty  at  Cromer,  the  old  one 
having  le^n  washed  away.    A  pier  is  now  in  course  of 
erection."— P.  E.  Hansell,  Clerk  to  the  Cromer 
Protection  Commissioners. 
Deal.—"  Fishing  is  allowed  on  Sundays  from  the  pier,"— 

John  E.  Lawrence. 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man.— "There  is  no  restriction  against 
fishing  off  piers,  &c.,on  Sandiys."— J.  H.  Corbis, 
Assistant  Harbour  Master, 
i;asf6o!()7ie.— "Fishing  is  not  allowed  from  any  part  of 

the  pier  on  Sundays."— G.  Sawdxe,  Pier  Master. 
Exmouth  Docl-.—"  There  is  ccoasionally  some  fishing 
done  from  the  pier  in  the  early  morning,  but  not  a*ter 
eight  or  nine  o'clock.    In  the  harbour  of  course  there 
are  no  restrictions." — Exmodth  Dock  Co. 
Folkestone  Pier.—"  We  allow  angling  on  Sundays  from 
the  lower  landing  stage  only."—W.  Amies  King 
General  Manager.  ' 
Oreat  Tarmouth,  Britannia  Pier.— "  There  is  /lu  fishing 
on  any  of  the  piers  or  jetty  on  Sunday,"— John 
Dale,  Pier  Master, 
Great^Tarmoidh.--"  The  Port  and  Haven  Commissionera 
give  no  sanction  to  angling  on  the  piers  and  jetties  on 
Sundays.  _  I  am  not  aware,  however,  of  there  being 
any  restriction  against  angling  in  any  other  part  of 
the  harbour.   I  would  notice  to  you  that  the  pier  ia 
not  a  promenade  or  pleasure  pier,  but  ij  part  of  the 
works  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Yar- 
mouth Harbour,  and  for  the  use  of  pilots  and  others 
engaged  in  the  shipping  of  the  port.    It  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Port  and  Haven  Commissioners,  who  are 
the  harbour  authority  here,  and  who  have  the  sole 
control  of  the  pier,  and  the  use  of  the  pier  for  any 
other  purpose  than  I  have  just  named  is  merely 
permissible,  and  not  of  right."— J,  Tolvers  Waters, 
Clerk  to  the  Port  and  Haven  Commijsioners. 
Eastings.—"  Fishing  is  allowed  from  the  landing  stages 
only  at  Hastings  Pier,  and  is  free.    From  St. 
Leonard's  Pier  free,  but  only  from  the  landing, 
stages.   Anywhere  from  top  deck  3d.  extra."— H. 
Dowsett, 

Heme  Be; !/—"  AngUng  m  allowed  from  the  pier  on 
Sundays."- Henry  C.  Jones,  Secretary  to  the 
Heme  Bay  Pier  Co.  Ltd. 
H^ni.=Co((Cp)i.—"  No  Sunday  restrictions  for  fishing  from 
the  pier  that  I  know  of— or  from  any  other  part  of 
Hunstanton  coast.  The  fishing  from  the  pier  is  very 
inferior— a  few  butts  (or  very  small  plaice)  and  some- 
times a  whiting."— Fred  Wiley,  Pier  Master. 
Fortobello  Pier.-"  Fihhing  is  not  allowed  at  Portobello 
Pier  cn  Sundiys  "—Pier  Master,  Galloway,  Leith, 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS, 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs,  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56. 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W,0. 

11,454,  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr.  M.  Green,  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  U.S.  Americi,  Relates  to  fish- 
hooks. An  auxiliary  striking-hook  is  pivoted 
to  a  shank.  The  end  of  the  hook  is  bent 
upwards  to  form  a  slide  in  which  the  stud  to 
which  the  bait  hook  ia  attached  is  free  to 
slide.  When  the  hook  ia  seized,  the  hook  ia 
drawn  out  of  the  clamp,  and  strikes  the  fish. 
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THAMES  RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  circular  has  been  issued  :  The  committee 
bed  to  remind  subscribers  that  their  annual  donation  to 
the  Thames  Restocking  Asiociation  is  now  overdue.  It  ia 
most  essential  that  all  subscribers  should  help  the  associa- 
tion in  every  possible  way  jast  now,  as  the  season  is 
approaching  when  fish  can  be  purchased  and  transferred  to 
the  Thames  without  fear  of  loss.  It  is  proposed  to  spend 
at  least  £50  this  autumn  in  restocking  the  river  with 
coarse  fish,  and  the  committee  hope  that  you  will  continue 
your  kind  support  and  try  and  induce  others  to 
take  sn  active  interest  in  the  work  we  are  doing. 
At  the  last  committee  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
place  £25  worth  of  coarse  fish  in  the  river  at  once. 
The  association  has  already  put  the  following  fish  into  the 
Thames  :  1000  very  fine  roach,  mostly  over  Jib.,  and  many 
over  lib.,  between  Teddington  and  Thames  Ditton  ;  10,000 
(about)  roach,  perch,  and  pike  from  Sir  W.  Peek's  lake  at 
Wimbledon;  50  8.  Fo7ifanalis  at  Henley;  ditto  Maiden- 
head, Penton  Hook,  and  Sheppsrton.  Seventy  fine  tench, 
ranging  from  lib.  to  3Jlb.  each,  of  excellent  condition,  have 
been  distributed  at  Teddington,  Surbiton,  Hampton  Court, 
and  Weybridge  ;  200  trout,  half  being  rainbows,  at  Hamp- 
ton Court  (some  f  f  the  latter  have  since  been  landed  and 
returned  to  the  water) ;  100  perch  at  Windsor  ;  100  perch 
at  Hampton  Court.  In  addition,  the  association  placed 
thousands  of  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  netted  fram  the  Rib, 
in  the  Thames  between  Staines  and  Chertsey.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  association  has  endeavoured  to 
improve  sport  within  an  easy  reach  of  the  Metropolis.  It 
is  intended  to  do  much  more  work  this  autumn,  and  in 
appealing  again  to  you  for  support,  I  cin  assure  you  that 
every  penny  subscribed  is  spent  in  putting  good  stock  fish 
in  the  river,  and  the  officials  all  work  gratuitously,  and 
devote  much  time  to  help  forward  the  important  work  of 
re-stocking  the  Thames. 

F.  H.  Amphlett,  Hon.  Sec.  (pro  tein.). 

47,  High-street,  Kingston-on-Thames. 


_  Thi!  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Barbican,  E.G.,  on  Monday  evening  next,  Oct.  15,  at  eight 
o'clock. 


The  "  MicroBcopioal  Evening"  (which  was  postponed 
till  Tuesday  evening  next.  Oct.  16)  at  the  Gresham  A.S., 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Ooleman-street,  bids  fair  to  be  very 
interesting  and  instructive.  Mr.  0.  S.  Bentley  (of  the 
Microscopical  Society)  has  the  "show"  in  hand,  and  he 
will  be  glad  if  members  or  friends— (and  friends  are  always 
welcome  at  the  Gresham) — will  bring  anything  they  can 
vwth  them  to  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  entertainment. 


The  motto  of  the  Gresham  is  :  "  Go  Fishing !  "  Mr. 
Mark  Davies,  who  presided  last  Tuesday,  in  his  own  quiet 
way,  put  the  usual  question  to  members  present:  "  Have 
you  been  fishing  ?  "  Of  course  the  majority  had  been  out, 
but  those  who  had  not  were  handed  a  box,  into  which  they 
dropped  a  penny.  I  do  not  know  what  becomes  of  the 
fines,  but  the  box  was  not  particularly  heavy,  as  the 
Greshamites  are  good  fishermen. 

 »  ♦  *  ♦  <  

Me.  T.  CRtJMPLEN  ("Old  Izaak"),  formerly  of  the 
Euston-road  Observatory,  is  announced  to  give  a  lantern 
lecture  on  Saturday  next,  Oct.  20,  to  the  studenta  and 
friends  of  the  Faraday  Society  at  the  Morley  Memorial 
College,  Wnterloo  Bridge-road,  his  subject  being  "  The 
November  Star  Showers."  I  am  privileged  to  say  that 
any  angler  interested  will  be  admitted,  and  a  kdy  may 
accompany.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  eight  o'clock 
sharp.  Those  who  are  fortunate  enouah  to  hear  the 
lecture  will  thank  their  lucky  stars,  for  Mr.  Crumplen  is 
"  at  home  "  in  the  science  of  astronomy, 
 >♦»♦ <  

"  In  order  to  add  to  the  comfort  of  fishermen  during  the 
winter  season,  parties  bringing  chops,  steaks,  kidneys,  &o., 
and  leaving  same  at  the  refreshment  saloon,  may  have 
them  cooked  or  grilled  at  any  hour  ordered.  A  small 
charge  only  will  be  made  for  this  service.  Potatoes  will 
be  provided;  also  bread,  butter,  cheese,  &o.  Oxtail, 
mock  turtle,  muUigatawney,  and  other  soups,  tea,  coffee, 
toast,  eggs,  bacon,  always  to  be  obtained.  W.  G.  Begley, 
Proprietor." 


Nov,  the  only  cine  I  have  to  the  sender  of  this  munifi- 
cent offer  to  "  cater  "  for  "  fishermen  "  is  the  imprint  on 
the  bill  — "  Walter  Dowsett,  Market-place  Printing 
Works,  Southend."  There  are  several  first-class  hotels 
in  Southend— but  when  the  address  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Begley 
comes  to  hand  anglers  visiting  Southend  may  "  pay  their 
money  and  take  their  choice." 


Me.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  writes :  "  '  Dear  Drag.' 
O  me  misserimum  !  For  six  weary  weeks  I  have  not  got 
B'glimpse  of  the  dear  old  Shannon  or  lovely  Lough  Derg, 
as  during  this  wild  and  wet  weather  I  dared  not  venture 
out  of  dpors  for  fear  of  getting  a  relapse  of  my  attack  of 
bronchitis.  Very  little  sport  this  week,  the  river  being  too 
much  disturbed  by  storm.  But  we  must  have  patience. 
All  fish  come  to  anglers  that  wait.  Mr.  W.  McO.  Gordon, 
of  Aberdeen,  has  arrived  hero  for  the  salmon  fishing  on 
Major  Traherne's  preserves.  During  some  of  his  visits  in 
past  seasons  he  has  killed  three  or  four  salmon  up  to  401b. 
The  weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  fine  and  bright. 
T.  and  J.  Grimes  landed  one  salmon  and  one  grilse 


yesterday.  Will  have  something  to  tell  you  about  otters 
next  week." 

■      >  >  M  < 

An  announcement  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Smith 
(for  Mrs.  Eldridge,  who  oondacts  the  Pulborough  and 
Amberley  excursions)  to  the  effect  that  "  The  special  train 
to  Pulboroush  and  Araberley  leaves  London  Bridge  every 
Sunday  morning  at  8  15  (instead  of  6  55,  as  heretofore) 
during  this  month.  (Good  luck — an  hour's  less  fishing, 
but  another  hour  in  bed  !)  The  trains  will  return  at  the 
usual  time. 

)  *  t  «  < 

Mr.  F.  C.  Dixon  (present  manager  of  the  Old  Welsh 
Harp,  at  Hendon)  is  to  be  complimented  upon  his  spirited 
management.  He  is  a  true  sportsman,  and  endeavours  to 
maintain  a  good  head  of  fish  for  his  numerous  patrons. 
The  Welsh  Harp  lakes  are  only  seven  miles  from  St. 
Pancras  station,  and  are  worth  a  visit. 


An  advertisement  appeared  in  the  Church  Times  the 
other  day  from  a  cleric  desiring  work.  Of  his  "views" 
nothing  was  said ;  perhaps  he  was  not  particular  on  this 
point.  But  he  insisted  that  there  should  ba  trout  fishing 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  went  so  far  as  to  add  "  brown 
trout  preferred ! " 

■     )  *  >  «  ( 

The  Fisherman's  Story. 

He  sat  at  the  door  of  the  shanty, 

And  give  his  whiskers  a  wipe ; 
And  scanned  the  sea  for  a  moment. 

And  then  began  to  pipe  : 
"  'Twas  a  cold,  raw  day  last  winter, 

And  the  wind,  with  an  angry  roar, 
Ripped  everything  into  ribbons. 

And  pounded  the  dreary  shore. 
"  And  we  was  out  in  a  dory 

Achin'  with  hunger  and  cold, 
Till  we  all  seemed  shrank  to  nothin'. 

And,  gosh  !  how  the  mad  sea  rolled 

"  We  couldn't  land  in  the  billers 

Without  bein'  bittered  to  death ; 
We  gasped  like  wolves  with  hunger. 

As  the  nor'  wind  froze  our  breath. 
"  Then  suddenly  out  on  the  water 

There  bobbed  up  somethin'  black. 
While  all  on  us  looked  in  wonder — 

For  it  warn't  no  big  fish  back. 

"  Because  it  frizzled  and  sizzled, 
And  smoked  right  out  of  the  wave ; 

We  rowed  for  it,  all  on  us  frightened — 
Our  hunger  made  us  brave. 

"  We  soon  hauled  it  into  the  dory, 
And  what  do  you  think,  by  Jove  ? 

It  warn't  no  big  sea  monster, 
But  a  fine  little  kitchen  stove. 

"  The  pipe  was  a-stickin'  upward. 

And  the  lids  was  on  in  line  ; 
And  we  warmed  ourselves  around  it, 

For  the  fire  was  goin'  fine. 

"  Then  stillness  fell  on  the  waters. 
And  the  big  storm  all  went  down  ; 

And  we  ate  from  the  pan  in  the  oven, 
The  turkey  nice  and  brown." 

And  then  he  said  in  conclusion, 
With  an  awe-inspired  "alas  !  " 

"  It  simply  beats  all  thunder 
Some  things  what  come  to  pass." 

Overcome  by  his  great  emotion. 

He  gave  his  whiskers  a  wipe. 
And  lapsed  into  awful  silerc3 

While  he  pulled  away  on  his  pipe. 

— New  Yorl-  Sun, 

Me.  R.  G.  White  writes  :  "  Fishing  at  Deal,  on  Got.  7, 
with  a  friend,  we  oaught  13  score  codling,  whiting,  and 
pouting,  including  a  codfish  weighing  8lb." 


Me.  Emil  Steinhart,  a  well-known  London  angler,  on 
Oct.  9,  succeeded  in  catching  four  dace,  weighing  respect- 
fully 9oz  ,  lOoz,,  13oz.,  and  lib.  2oz.  The  last  one  has 
gone  to  Cooper,    (Bravo  Steinhart !) 


Weiting  last  week  of  the  preserved  mussels  for  sea 
fishing  which  Mr.  Gosden  has  introduced,  it  should  have 
been  "  Frank  Gosden,  460,  Oxford-road,  Reading" — not 
"Oxford."  Mr.  Gosden  says  orders  are  cDming  in  thick 
and  fast,  and  several  testimonials  have  been  received  as  to 
their  efficacy. 


Mb.  Haery  Bayley,  of  the  Waterman's  Arms,  Rich- 
mond,  writes :  "With  regard  to  the  A.B  S.  competition 
at  Richmond  on  Nov,  4,  I  find  upon  inquiry  that  the 
distance  between  the  new  loch  and  Teddington  Lech  is 
three  miles  and  a  half,  and  if  there  should  be  such  a 
number  of  competitors  as  there  was  at  the  last  affair  of 
this  sort  there  will  be  scarcely  room  for  the  600  or  700, 
supposing  they  were  placed  exactly  lOyds,  apart." 


It  is  announced  that  Councillor  T.  W,  Dobson  will  take 
the  chair  at  "  Straw  Hat's  "  lantern  lacture  on  Thursday 
evening  next,  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Ciroydon,  at  eight 
o'clock.  The  subject  is  "  The  Thames  from  Oxford  to 
London."  All  who  can  attend  may  be  sure  of  a  very 
pleasant  and  instructive  evening.  The  balcony  will  be 
reserved  for  ladies. 


Mr  John  Spong,  of  the  Two  Sawyers,  Twickenham, 
says  that  the  Twickenham  Piscatorials  will  for  the  future 
bold  their  meetings  at  his  house. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I  hear  of  the  death  of 
Host  Ryder,  of  the  Grange  Angling  Society.  He  was, 
without  a  doubt,  "one  of  the  best" — a  gentleman,  a 
sportsman,  and  will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  him.  The 
hon.  secretary,  "  W.  K.,"  will  endeavour  (as  is  his  wont) 
to  keep  the  Grange  boys— with  whom  for  many  years  I 
have  spent  many  pleasant  evenings— together.  My  con- 
dolences to  the  widow. 

 >  »«♦<  

Mr.  E.  J.  Hill,  Queen's  Head,  Whitby,  while  fishing 
in  the  Lodden  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  9,  was  playing  s  jack  1  Jib. 
in  weight,  when  another  jack  9ilb.  oame  and  tried  to  take 
the  small  one,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  W.  Boseby,  both 
were  successfully  landed. 

 >♦*♦<  

"Chill  October."  Yes;  overcoats  are  being 
rummaged  out,  and  the  muffin  bell,  hot  roasted  chest- 
nuts, and  gulls  on  the  Thames  at  Blackftiars  are  reminders 
that  the  summer  has  departed.  We  must  now  be  prepared 
for  snow  and  ice  (and  many  splendid  fish  may  be  taken 
under  such  conditions) — I  was  going  to  say  "  rain,"  but 
we  must  wait  for  that  a  little  longer.  When  it  comes 
many  rivers  beside  the  Thames  will  be  benefited. 


Etholiad  Sir  Deefaldwyn, 
Etholwye  Sir  Drefaldwyn  !— y  Sir  o  uchel  nod ! 
Dewiswoh  Aelod  Senedd  ddwg  i  chwi  fri  a  chlod. 
"  Wei,"  meddech,  "  pwy  yw  hwnw  ?  "   Mi  ddw'da  i 
chwi'n  syn : 

Neb  llai  na'r  gwron  enwog — y  Capten  Robert  Wynn. 
Mae  heddyw'n  ymladd  brwydrau  ei  wlad,  tu  draw 

i'r  Hi :  > 
Daw'n  ol  i  faes  y  Senedd  i  ymladd  trosoch  chwi. 
'Does  neb  all  gynrychioli  Trefaldwyn  fel  efe ; 
Mae'n  Gymro  twym  ei  galon,  a  bono  yn  ei  lie. 
Dydd  lau  pleidleisiwch  tros'o,  gwnewch  ef  eich  dewis- 

ddyn. 

Rho'wch  X  ar  gyfer  enw  y  Capten  Robert  Wynn. 


I  AM  a  bit  of  a  Welshman  myself,  consequently  I 

have  translated  the  above.  It  simply  means  that  fishing 
is  somewhat  slow  in  Montgomeryshire,  and  a  little  excite- 
ment being  necessary,  two  car  didates  are  contesting  for 
seats  in  Parliament,  one  is  Humphrey  Owen,  the  other 
Captain  Wynns.  As  this  journal  is  strictly  non-political, 
the  merits  and  demerits  of  either  gentlemen  will  not  be 
diecuBsed.    May  the  hest  man  "  Wynn  !  " 

 >♦ «  *  <  

"  J,  A,  N."  says :  "  I  have  seen  many  admirable 
receipts  for  dressing  lines  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  in 
each,  I  think,  the  most  important  fact  has  been  omitted, 
viz.,  the  prepiration  of  the  line  before  any  dressing  is  put 
on.  My  plan  is  very  simple,  but  it  must  be  followed  to 
secure  an  even,  soft,  and  pliable  line.  I  venture  to  give 
it :  Take  a  new  line  and  unwind  it  in  a  Urge  loose  coil, 
and  thoroughly  wash  it  in  cold,  soft  water,  a  large 
table-spoonful  of  common  soda  being  dissolved  in 
each  quart  of  water.  Allow  the  line  to  soak  for 
forty  or  fifty  hours,  thoroughly  washing  it  in  the 
liquid,  but  using  no  soap  ;  next  rinse  is  thoroughly  in  soft 
cold  water,  and  hang  it  out  to  dry.  When  the  line  is 
perfectly  dry  lay  it  in  some  best  boiled  linseed  oil  for  a  few 
days,  and  hang  it  out  in  the  sun  to  dry.  When  nearly  dry 
rub  it  over  with  a  piece  of  linen  rag,  to  remove  any 
inequalities  of  the  oil.  By  this  plan  all  the  grease  and  wax 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  the  line  is  removed,  and  the 
dressing  allowed  to  thoroughly  penetrate." 


Jemmy  Tadger  has  laid  low  for  Bill  Breeden,  and 
wiped  oS  some  old  scores,  consequently  the  houses  of 
Tadger  and  Breeden  are  at  variance.  It  appears  that 
Jemmy  last  Sunday  week  (early  in  the  morning)  tickled 
the  tail-end  of  the  mill  stream  which  runs  through  old 
Podger's  ground  (and  is  most  strictly  preserved)  to  such 
good  purpose  that  in  half  an  hour  he  had  taken  a  very 
respectable  bag  of  trout.  Old  Podger  came  up  just  as 
Jemmy  had  decided  to  leave  off_  work,  and  being 
extremely  corpulent  and  not  over-nimble  in  his  move- 
ments. Jemmy  had  no  difficulty  in  skipping  away  and 
putting  a  safe  distance  between  himself  and  his  pursuer. 
The  impudent  young  rascal  having  done_  this,  yah-booed 
his  enemy  several  times,  and  then  coolly  informed  him_  he 
should  call  again  next  Sunday  morning  at  the  same  time 
and  have  another  go.  He  subsequently  exhibited  the 
proceeds  of  his  late  poaching  expedition  before  the  watering 
eyes  of  Bill  Breeden,  who,  of  course,  sadly  wanted  to  know 
ail  about  it.  Under  a  solemn  promise  of  strict  secrecy 
Jemmy  told  him  where  they  came  from,  adding  that  the 
only  time  to  go  was  Sunday  morning  early,  when  the  keeper 
was  sure  not  to  be  there,  adding,  in  a  sorrowful  _manner> 
"  that  he  couldn't  go  himself  next  Sunday  as  his  father 
wanted  him  very  particular. "  It  is  needless  to  say  Bill  turned 
up  instead,  and  got  such  a  truly  warm  reception  from  old 
Podger's  head  keeper,  who,  with_  some  nimble  assistants, 
were  in  waiting,  as  to  fully  convince  him  that  he  had  not 
only  expiated  his  own  tresspass  but  had  paid  in  full  with 
his  achinglhide  for  the  speckled  beauties  he  had  so  admired 
the  Sunday  before ;  and  opinions  are  now  varied  in  the 
Brefden  family  as  to  how  long  it  will  be  before  their 
precious  offspring  can  dispense  with  his  crutches. 


I  AM  asked  to  state  that  the  Earlsfield  Angling  Society 
has  just  subscribed  10s.  6d.  to  the  Thames  Re-stocking 
AsBociation.  Deagnet. 
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GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOOIBTT. 

The  microEoopical  eveniog  annouDoed  for  last;  Tuesday 
has  been  postponed  until  Tuesday  evening  next,  Oct.  16, 
when  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  will  arrange  the  details.  He, 
together  wiih  several  other  members,  have  promised  to 
bring  microscopeB,  lamps,  slides,  &c. ,  and  a  very  interesting 
evening  may  in  oonseqaence  be  looked  for.  The  assistance 
of  others  who  are  able  and  have  not  already  undertaken 
to  bring  inBtruments  and  elides  will  be  muci  appreciated. 
Perhaps  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  visitors  are  always 
welcome  at  the  Gresbam  meetings,  the  fact  being  so  well 
known.  Mr.  Mark  Davies  presided  at  the  meeting  held 
on  Tuesday  last.  The  outing  of  the  society  to  Leigh  on 
Saturday  last  was  a  suooesa  as  far  as  the  attendance  of 
members  was  concerned,  but  the  weather  was  very  rough 
indeed,  some  deciding  not  to  put  off.  Those  who  defied 
the  adverse  conditions  only  received  three,  four,  or  six 
flatfish  or  small  whiting  as  their  reward.  Mr.  Woodruff 
had  fifteen  flatfish  subsequently,  and  I  hear  a  large 
number  of  anglers  were  out  on  Oct.  7,  but  the  sport  was 
poor  though  the  stormy  weather  had  moderated.  Mr. 
Gill  took  a  score  of  flatfish  from  Southend  Pier.  Mr. 
Fosbrooke  had  poor  sport  on  the  Thames,  only  taking 
small  roach,  dace,  &o.  Mr.  Wertheim,  in  Norfolk, 
thirty-seven  roach  np  to  fib. ;  another  occasion,  same 
district,  81b.  of  roach.  Mr.  Hic^s  had  indifferent  sport  at 
Kelvedon.  Mr.  Snare  had  pike  and  perch  same  district. 
Mr.  Connellan  had  a  number  of  dace  on  Monday,  at  Hert- 
ford, with  the  fly,  up  to  fib.  weight,  and  to-day  about  half . 
a  dozen  only,  in  consequence  of  the  water  having  run  down 
very  low.  More  mills  undergoing  repair,  pertiaps.  Mr. 
Gibson  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  twenty-three 
days'  fishing  holiday  at  Billycotton.  He  had  fifteen 
varieties  and  a  lobster.  He  captured  three  kinds  of 
gurnard,  forty-six  pollack,  and  a  large  nnmber  of  sea 
bream.  The  sizes  of  the  larger  fish  were  given  in  last 
week's  report.  Mr.  Gibson  had  better  sport  last  October. 
The  fish  appear  to  have  been  "  spotty,"  though  the  district 
must_  be  heavily  stocked  with  specimen  fish,  as  on  one 
occasion  several  boats  were  out,  one  returning  with  three 
cod,  largest  251b.,  rock  ood  up  to  161b.,  and  an  immense 
number  of  pollack,  while  the  other  boats  had  very  poor 
takes.  If  a  good  supply  of  fresh  bait  were  obtainable  the 
district  would  be  better  patronised,  as  sport  would 
certainly  be  assured,  as  Mr.  Gibson's  larger  takes  were 
only  had  on  those  days  when  the  bait  was  fresh.  There 
was  much  of  interest  continually  present  with  gannets  and 
curlews  hunting  their  prey,  and  schools  of  whales  were 
often  seen  throwing  up  jets  of  spray,  which  looked  to  be 
50ft.  or  60ft.  high,  and  the  whales  themselves,  in  the 
distance,  resembled  torpedo  craft.  The  Bohemian 
concert,  down  on  the  programme  against  the  23cd  inst., 
will  be  held  on  Nov.  20,  in  conjunction  with  the  Bohemian 
meeting  on  that  date.  One  gentleman  was  elected  a 
member,  and,  after  the  usual  toasts,  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec.) 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street. 


A  TUSSLE  IN  THE  ESK  WITH  A  50lb. 
SALMON. 

WiLUE  Armstrong,  Eowanburn,  Canonbie,  hooked  a 
large  fish  with  a  small  grilse  fly  in  the  Cauldron  Pool. 
Immediately  on  being  hooked  it  made  a  grand  rush  through 
the  pool,  returning  as  quickly  over  the  same  ground,  after 
which  it  settled  down  to  steady  fighting.  It  was  not  long 
before  the  angler  was  so  blown  ttiat  he  was  glad  to  hand 
the  rod  to  J.  H.  Park,  of  Marcbbank  (an  onlooker). 
Soon  after  they  were  joined  hy  D.  Edgar,  who  had  been 
angling  in  the  pool  above.  After  some  forty  minutes' 
hard  tugging  the  fish  was  got  to  the  shallows  at 
the  foot  of  the  pool,  and  was  then  thought  nearly 
"  done."  But  Willie  reckoned  without  his  host, 
which  worked  np  the  pool  as  steadily  as  it  had  gone  down, 
till  in  the  strong  mid-current  it  sailed  along  as  stoutly  as 
aver,  defying  all  hands.  Back  and  forth,  np  the  pool, 
down  the  pool,  it  worked  its  way,  seemingly  more  at  its 
easa  than  its  united  enemies,  who  relieved  each  other 
again  and  again.  Darkness  set  in,  and  Davie  started  half 
a  mile  over  the  fields  to  borrow  a  lantern,  returning 
breathless,  and,  as  he  said,  "in  an  awfu'  sweat." 
The  fish  was  in  no  such  hurry  to  come  to  terms,  but 
kept  towing  the  anglers,  plunging  and  tumbling 
over  the  rugged  rocks,  hour  after  hour.  The  candle 
soon  gave  out,  and  Willie  started  for  another, 
coming  back  with  a  racy  report  of  his  tumbling  "  ower  an' 
ower  again  in  that  plaguey  plewed  fiel'."  Still  no  signs  of 
weakness  in  the  salmon.  By  this  timeit  was  fully  realised 
that  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  steady  and  hard  pulling.  It 
was  no  use  any  longer  pelting  stones  in  the  dark.  This 
king  of  fish  despised  such  pretty  things.  Luckily  the 
tackle  was  of  the  very  rarest  quality,  for  many  a  hard  jerk 
and  twist  and  grind  it  got,  in  addition  to  all  the  hard 
pulling.  It  was  a  rich  scene  to  the  onlooker — three  men 
plncging,  rushing,  and  groping  about,  now  in  the  river, 
now  out,  the  snow  falling  silently  over  the  quiet  pool, 
and  the  still  night  startled  ever  and  again  with  a  fresh 
outburst  of  laughter  or  a  sadden  shout  of  "  Where's  tu 
gann?"  "Od!  Davie,  man,  where's  thy  ha'penny  dip 
now  ?  "  "  That  maun  be  an  awfu'  big  fish,  Mr.  Pairk." 
"  It  most  be  foul  hookit ;  but  it  disna'  pu'  like  it  either." 
"  Aw  never  saw  sic  a  beast  au  the  times  aw've  been  on  the 
water."  "  It's  the  dourest  deevil  ever  aw  had  hand  o'." 
"  Faith !  d'ye  ken  aw  think  we'll  ever  get  that  fish  oot  P  " 
"  You  had  best  tie  him  up  to  that  alder  tree  till  morning, 
Davie."  These  and  a  host  of  such-like  speeches  woke 
the  echoes  of  the  silent  night  and  set  the  wild  ducks, 
which  came_  sousing  into  the  pool  to  supper,  off  again  on 
whistling  wingns-  At  one  time  the  fish  kept  so  persistently 
at  the  further  side,  flecking  his  tail  audibly  by  the  gravel, 
that  Willie  out  the  candle  in  two,  and  crossing  the  ford 


above,  came  clattering  over  the  stones  pell-mell,  only  to 
find  that  the  fish  would  not  allow  him  to  come  within 
reach  of  his  tail.  Willie,  oannie  man,  blew  his  candle  out, 
saving  "  the  doup,"  and  lay  down  hoping  for  his 
opportunity ;  but  after  a  half  hour's  waiting  the  salmon 
worked  back  into  deep  water,  and  Willie  recrossed  the 
ford.  Again  candles  had  to  be  sent  for.  Three  pairs  of 
arms  were  aching,  and  three  heads  were  completely  bam- 
boozled. All  known  methods  of  putting  the  strain  on  had 
been  tried,  and  all  seemed  equally  ineffective.  But  after 
nearly  five  hours'  tugging  and  straiaing  the  gallant  fish 
began  inch  by  icch  to  yield,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  more  he 
came  alongside  the  rocks,  again  and  again  shying  off  from 
the  ■'  ha'penny  dip."  Another  large  fish  following  it 
closely,  the  two  got  mixed  up  in  the  flickering  candlelight, 
so  that  the  anglers  were  misled  again  and  again.  At  last, 
and  while  still  on  its  fins,  Davie  made  a  desperate  grip  at 
its  rudder.  There  was  a  grand  splatter,  and  Davie 
plunging  over  his  waders  was  nearly  carried  into  the  pool ; 
but  with  a  great  effort  he  whirled  the  monster  to  the 
bank,  where  three  men  fell  upon  it  with  murderous  intent, 
and  had  hard  work  to  hold  it  down.  This  was  at 
9.35  p.m.  The  little  hook — a  black  and  fiery  brown  body, 
with  owl  wings  and  golden  pheasant  crest — was  sticking 
so  fast  in  "the  wick  o'  the  mouth"  that  it  was  cut  out 
veith  difficulty.  The  line  was  severely  chafed  in  several 
places,  but  the  601b.  unspawned  kipper  was  secured,  and 
tbe  Canonbie  boys  went  off  rejoicing.  F.  G.  H. 


AN  ENEMY  TO  BROOK  TROUT. 
In  a  Long  Island  hatchery  in  1899,  says  Forest  and 
Stream,  Mr.  G.  N.  Calkins  investigated  a  disease  which 
killed  every  fiflh  in  the  ponds.  The  trout  was  piercad  by 
a  clean-cut  hole  in  its  side  as  if  pierced  by  an  instrument. 
His  investigation  proved  it  to  be  caused  by  an  unknown 
"  genus  of  parasitic  protf^zoa,"  an  extriemely  low  form  of 
malaria  germ.  The  affcoted  fish  is  sluggish  and  of 
diminished  vitality.  Sometimes  both  eyes  are  gone  and 
skin  and  muscle  disappear,  leaving  holes,  and  in  others  the 
fins  and  lower  jaws  are  gone.  The  investigation  was  carried 
far  enough  to  show  how  the  disease  acts  and  how  the  fish 
is  affected  ;  but  its  origin  and  remedy  are  yet  unknown. 
Mr.  Calkins  determined  that  the  spores  of  the  disease  are 
taken  into  the  digestive  tract  of  the  fish,  where  they 
develop  into  adults  of  not  more  than  one-thousandth  part 
of  an  inch,  and  that  they  then  penetrate  the  muscle  cells 
of  the  intestines,  where  the  spores  are  set  free  and  carried 
to  all  parts  of  the  body,  and  form  accumulations,  which 
prevent  the  natural  nourishment  of  the  surrounding 
tissue,  which  die,  fall  out,  and  leaving  holes  in  the  body 
walls.  He  has  named  this  parasite  "  Lymphosphoridium 
truttas."  The  matter  is  of  the  greatest  interest  to  trout 
breeders  and  anglers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  further 
investigation  will  not  only  show  the  cause,  but  the  cure 
for  the  disease. 


A  NOTE  FROM  THE  ELECTIONS. 

The  joy  of  electioneering  in  Scotland  is  the  heckling 
which  occupies  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  of  every 
public  meeting  held  by  the  candidates. 

Each  side  has  one  or  two  men  who  have  trained  them- 
selves from  youth  in  the  art  of  formulating  leading 
questions  that  will  be  awkward  for  an  opponent,  that  will 
lead_  him  gently  into  a  contradiction  of  himself  or  a  contra- 
diction of  his  party  leader. 

Free  Tbodt  Fishing. 
This  class  of  question  is  comparatively  simple  for  the 
heckler  to  handle  when  he  has  a  mere  Englishman  to  deal 
with. 

The  trouble  comes  when  he  is  dealing  with  a  fellow- 
countryman  who  is  better  up  in  the  questions  of  the  day 
than  himself.  Then  he  mast  resort  to  the  wiles  of  the 
oross-examiner  and  the  leading  question.  I  remember  a 
case  of  a  landed  proprietor  who  made  great  capital  in  a 
county  by  promising  a  Bill  in  favour  of  free  trout  fishing. 
He  was  the  Conservative  candidate,  and  this  amazing 
liberality  put  the  Liberals  in  a  difficulty,  for  the  promise 
was  bringing  him  votes  everywhere.  Then  up  rose  a 
young  Radical  one  night  and  asked  two  questions  :  "  You 
are,  1  believe,  in  favour  of  free  trout  fishing  ?  "  The 
candidate  beamed,  "Yes,  certainly."  "Then,  sir,  will 
you  permit  anglers  to  have  access  over  land  to  the  banks 
of  the  streams  ?  " 

The  candidate  glared.  This  was  quite  a  new  view  of  the 
matter.    He  explained  at  length. 

The  heckler  professed  himself  unable  to  follow  the 
point  of  the  explanation,  and  most  humbly  and  politely 
invited  a  simple  answer,  "Yes"  or  "No,"  so  that  his 
intelligence  mightgrasp  it.  "  Then,  the  answer  is  '  No,'  " 
replied  the  candidate  very  quietly.  The  heckler  took  it  up 
and  repeated  the  "  No  "  so  that  all  could  hear,  and  a  yell 
of  triumph  went  up  from  the  assembled  Radicals.  The 
bubble  was  burst,  the  fishes  were  off  the  hooks,  one  of 
the  most  taking  baits  was  barred  thenceforward.  The 
whole  county  laughed,  and  you  could  see  in  the  news- 
papers next  weak  cartoons  depicting  anglers  sitting  in  the 
car  of  a  balloon  over  a  stream  enjoying  "  Free  Trout 
Fishing." 

The  same  candidate  fought  again  this  week,  but  he  never 
said  "trout."— A.  Oaied  (in  the  Daily  Mail). 


The  series  of  autumn  shows  at  the  Royal  Aquarinm  will 
be  continued  next  week  with  a  national  show  of  racing 
pigeons  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  Con- 
sidering the  important  part  played  in  the  war  by  these 
birds,  it  should  prove  interesting.  The  actual  messengers 
from  the  besieged  garrison  of  Ladysmith  will  be  on  view. 
'The  mammoth  programme  of  entertainments  will  con- 
tinue as  usual,  plus  one  or  two  amusing  additions. 


^ofcs  from  t^c  ^ort^. 

The  present  week  promises,  with  dry  weather,  to  be  the 
week  of  the  autumn  season.  Fith  are  plentiful  in  the 
Dee,  Tay,  Earn.  Don,  Spey,  and  all  that  is  now  wanted  is 
a  subsidence  of  last  week's  spates. 


The  Don  continues  to  yield  nnprecedentedly  good  sport 
on  its  fairly  lower  waters.  Some  three  anglers  shared 
seventeen  salmon  on  Thursday  last  on  the  Burgh  of 
Kintore  water,  which  can  be  fished  for  la.  6d.  a  day  ;  and 
every  day  since  they  have  had  from  four  to  a  dozen  fish. 


The  Earl  of  Suffolk  has  a  rod  on  the  Grandholm  water 
of  the  Don  from  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth.  The  first  day 
out  he  creeled  one  of  161b.,  and  the  next  day  he  had  seven 
to  bis  own  rod.  Such  luck  has  not  been  known  on  the 
old  Don  for  the  past  twenty  years. 

Autumn  fish  are  now  being  got  in  the  Glentana  waters 
above  Aboyne  on  the  Dee  some  forty  miles  from  the  sea, 
and  by  the  close  of  the  season  they  will  no  doubt  be  found 
in  the  Ballater  reaches.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  storm 
when  the  netd  came  off  they  would  have  been  there  now. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  after  a  fortnight  on  Deeside,  left  on 
Monday  morning  for  the  south  as  "  brown  as  a  berry."  He 
was  a  week  at  Balmoral,  and,  with  a  flying  visit  to_Mar 
Lodge  over  Sunday,  spent  the  other  week  grouse-driving 
and  deer-stalking,with  Lord  Glenesk  on  Glenmuiok. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Barclay  Harvey,  of  Dinuet,  has  now  full 
possession  of  the  waters  adjoining  bis  estate,  which  the 
late  Sir  WUliam  Brook,  Bart.,  Glentana,  had  a  life  rent 
of  from  the  trustees  of  his  ison-iu-law,  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly.   

Shooting  tenants  are  now  leaving  by  the  round  dozen 
daily.  The  past  season  has  been  the  best  known  on 
Donside,  Mr.  Reiss  Edinglaesie  topping  the  list  with  a 
record  bag  of  3500  brace  grouse. 


The  Duchess  of  Sutherland  had  a  run  through  from  her 
favourite  sea  trout  loch  to  Golspie  the  other  day,  and 
presented  tbe  prizes  to  the  successful  Gaelic  students  of 
the  Rogart  Educational  Association.  But  she  was  back 
again  as  soon  as  the  function  was  over. 

On  the  Aberlour  section  of  the  Spey,  Mr.  A.  Smith  is 
having  some  very  good  sport,  which  is  daily  getting  better, 
as  the  fish  continue  to  increase  and  the  waters  to  decrease. 
He  had  two  of  171b,  each  last  week. 

The  Gordon  Castle  party  now  numbers  some  twenty 
rods,  but  there  is  abundant  room  and  to  spare  for  all,  and 
plenty  of  fish  about.  The  heaviest  got  up  to  date  is  one 
of  331b.   

Mr.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  is  again  to  rent 
the  Upper  Blackball  water  on  the  Dee  for  the  coming 
spring — May,  June,  and  July.  He  had  a  very  good  season 
this  last  one,  but  the  July  rains  spoiled  the  ran  of  grilse. 


Worms,  always  in  demand,  were  never  more  so  than 
during  the  present  season,  chiefly  for  finnock  and  sea 
trout  angling  on  the  tidal  waters.  Fresh  up  with  the  tide, 
there  is  no  more  fatal  lure  than  the  earth-worm,  and 
baskets  of  from  a  dozen  to  two  dozen  are  daily  being 
made  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Ugie. 


Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar,  K.C.B.,  K.C.H,,  is  the 
oldest  angler  on  the  Dee,  for  h*  still  enjoys  an  occasional 
cast,  and  the  oldest  "  boy  "  of  the  Aberdeen  Grammar 
School.  He  was  born  in  1815,  and  is  thus  eighty-five 
years  of  age.  He  was  enrolled  in  the  school  register  in 
1826,  and  was  present  at  the  recent  prize  distribution  in 
June.  Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  Oct.  4. 
Mr.  T,  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Dance  occupied  the 
vice-ohair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  balance- 
sheet  and  auditors'  report  for  the  quarter  ending  Sept,  30 
was  first  taken.  The  report  went  to  show  that  the  sum  of 
£22  193.  had  been  taken  as  entrance  fee  to  the  late  contest, 
and  that  918  members  took  part  in  the  competition  for  the 
,£72  given  as  prize  money ;  1137i  railway  tickets  were 
sold,  which  realised  a  discount  of  £16  89.  4i.  The  whole 
of  the  liabilities  had  been  paid,  and  a  balance  of  £60  10a.  3d. 
remained  to  the  credit  of  the  association.  The  report  was 
in  every  detail  satisfactory,  and  was  adopted,  together 
with  the  auditors'  report.  The  president  drew  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  death  of  the  late  host  of  the  head- 
quarters (Mr.  John  Thurston),  who  died  at  Birksahead 
some  few  days  ago,  and  moved  that  a  vote  of  condolence 
be  sent  to  his  widow  and  family,  sympathising  with  them 
in  their  bereavement.  The  notice  of  the  committee  was 
directed  to  the  fact  that  several  members  of  the  association 
had  more  than  one  set  of  travelUng  cards  in  their 
possession.  This  matter  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
secretary,  who  was  instructed  to  write  to  several  of  the 
branch  secretaries  upon  the  matter,  and  report  at  the  next 
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DAI  SLATER 

Fishing  Tackle  Mannfactnrer 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 


THE  '  CHAMPION" 
PIKE  ROD. 

Made  in  three  joints  of  selected 
Greenheart,  two  tops,  best  Uni- 
versal winch  fittings,  10ft,, 
lift.,  or  12ft.  long. 

Price  21/-, 


THE  "  CLINTON " 
PIKE  REEL 

Centre  pin  action,  optional 
check,  in  selected  polished 
walnut. 


3| 
7/- 


_4 
776 


5  inches. 
3/6 


"SPECIAL"  PIKE  LINES. 

Eight-plait,  fine,  but  exceptionally  strong. 
100  yarda.    Price  7/6. 


Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue, 
Post  Free. 


GRAYLING  FLIES 

A  SPECIALITY. 

All  the  best  killing  patterns,  winged  or 

hackied,  In  stock,  1/6  per  doz. 
Tapered  Casts,  9d.  each ;  Drawn 
Casts,  6d.,  8d.,  and  Is. 

FW  P    Angler  and 

■   WW  1    li^       ki Ei)  riy  Dresser, 
HANLEY,  STAFFS. 


SEH  TROUT  &  SALMON  FISHERS 

WANTED  TO  TRY  MY 

6REENHEART  RODS. 

Perfect  balance,  with  Cork  handles,  best  solid 
winch  flttinfrs,  German  silver  snake  rings, 
doable  brazed,  and  revolving  top  ring,  in  three 
pieces,  and  in  partitioned  bag.  14ft.,  35/-- 
15ft,  40/-;  16ft.,  45/-;  17ft.,  50/-;  17ft.  6in., 
55/-;  18ft.  60/-.  Both  for  ease  and  length  of 
cast  these  Eods  cannot  be  equalled.    If  not  to 

purchasers'  expectations  money  returned. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  of  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 

See  Address: 

THOIYIAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN   STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 


rhe  Lightest  Eods  in  use.   Weight,  802.  to  lOoJ 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  Bd.  Cash  Only 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    flttlngs,  lancewood 
top,  bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balancec 
handle.  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
iS  ever.    Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  FiSHiNa  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  R0D,3-joint, 
balance  oandle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snaMe  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz. 
Price,  10ft.,  4s.  9d. ;  lO^ft.,  Ss.  4d.  ;  lift.,  6s.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  4il 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut,  first  quality,  20in.,  3s.  6d 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gat,  15in.,  first 
quality,  3a.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Oasts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


BOO  T  EE, 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant, 


TBADE 


UABK. 

THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresh  Fish. 
15/-  per  ffwi.,  delivered  England  and  Wales 

LIVERINE  LIMITED  GRIMSBY. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books, 
send  28.  6d.  In  stamps  for  a  copy  post  free  everj 
week  for  8  months  of  "The  Pcblishehs'  Gib- 

OULAB  and  BOOKSELLBBg'  BBOOBD,"  St.  Dun 
(tan'a  Hoase.  Fnt.ter  Lane.  London 


SAILING  ALONE 
AROUND  THE 
WORLD. 

By  Captain  JOSHUA  SLOCUM. 

With  Sixty-three  Illustrations  by 
Thomas  Fogaktt  and  George 
Vaeian. 

Being  a  Personal  Narrative  of  the 
Experiences  of  the  Sloop  "  Spray" 
on  her  Single-Banded  Voyage  of 
Forty -six  Thousand  Miles. 

8vo.,  325  pp.,  8s.  6d.  net. 


In  the  Daily  Telegraph,  Sept.  8, 

SIR   EDWIN   ARNOLD   writes  ; 

"  I  have  been  instructed,  delighted,  and  filled  with 
admiration  and  interest  while  perusing  this  week  the 
account  by  Captain  Joshua  Slocuni  (published  by 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.)  of  his  voyage 
round  the  world,  single-handed,  on  board  his  little 
boat  the  Spray.  Everybody  who  loves  the  ocean,  or 
likea  to  hear  about  it  •  everybody  who  sets  high  value 
upon  gallant,  fearless  deeds ;  everybody  who  rejoices 
to  see  the  triumphs  of  manhood  over  solitude,  danger, 
and  death  itself,  should  and  must  read  this  wonderful 
story  of  resolute  adventure.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  call 
it  the  most  extraordinary  book,  in  its  way,  ever  pub- 
lished ;  and  the  adventure  itself  by  far  the  most 
courageous,  sustained,  and  successful  enterprise  of  the 
kind  ever  undertaken  by  mortal  man."       .    .  . 
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meeting.   A  member  was  charged  for  lending  hia  travel- 
ling card,  but  the  matter  was  alloived  to  stand  over  until 
the  next  committee  meeting.    The  application  made  by 
the  Alliance  Society  to  remove  from  the  Hen  and  Chickens 
Inn,  Graham-street,  to  the  Crown  Inn,  Graham-street, 
was  Sinctioned.    Seveial  important   bye  contests  were 
fished  on  Oct.  9,  both  in  rivers  and  canals.   The  St. 
Paul's  Society  fished  the  canal  at  Fernhill  Heath  ;  eighty- 
three  members  took  cart  in  the  comp  jtition  for  £10  worth  of 
prizes ;  the  takea  of  fioh  were  very  small,  owing  to  the  netting 
done  by  the  boatmen.    Only  seven  members  took  fish,  the 
Bucceesfal  contestants  being  in  the  order  named  :  Messrs. 
Nicholls,  J.  Smith,  G.  Mallard,  T.  Wilmot,  A.  Bailey, 
C.  Jarvis,  and  0.  Hartwright.    A  general  meeting  of  the 
society  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Occ.  22,  when  the  prizes 
will  be  distributed.    The  Oak  Society  fished  a  bye  contest 
on  Oct.  7,  in   the   canal   at   Kingsbury;  thirty-five 
members  competed  for  jjrizeg  valued  at  .£5,  the  first 
five  prize-winners  being  in  the  order  named :  Messrs. 
G.Cant,  Stone,  W.  Fletcher,  Tyler,  and  Piper.  The 
St.  George's  and  Tenby  Clubs  fished  a  bye  contest 
jointly  at  Kemsey  on  the  Severn  on  Oct.  7,  when 
the    members   had   some   very  good   sport,  no  fish 
under  2oz    being  weighed-in.    Mr.  Clem  Wainwright 
took  the  first  prize  in  both  clubs  with  61b.  loz.  of 
dace  and  roach.    The   other  prize  winners  were  as 
follows:  F.  Wainwright,  W.  Robins,  W.  Baylies,  and 
W.  Paesey.    The  Lamp  Society  fished  a  bye-contest  at 
Femhill  Heath  on  Oct.  7,  but  spirt  was  very  bad 
indeed,  as  only  six  of  the  membera.  out  of  seventy  oon- 
testatts,  weighed-in  fi-h    The  three  ohi»f  prize-winners 
are  m  the  order  named  :  A.  Hasker,  W.  Heaven,  and  H. 
Tomlinaon.    We  have  had  aome  nice  weather  for  angling 
during  the  last  four  days,  and  some  very  good  sport  has 
been  had  with  the  roach  and  dace.    One  of  the  best 
samples  of  roach  that  I  have  seen  this  year  was  brought  to 
me  on  Tuesday  night  last  by  Mr.  T.  Kinuham,  who 
succeeded  in  taking  seven  roach  which  weighed  about 
6Jlb.    Three  of  the  fish  were  nice  epecimena,  and  were 
taken  from  the  river  Anker  at  Amington.    Several  other 
members  of  the  Birmingham  Heath  Society,  fishing  the 
sime  river,  have  had  some  good  catches  of  late.    Mr.  T. 
Cook,  the   chairman  of   the  Wolverhampton  Angling 
Association,  landed  five  grand  roach  from  the  olub'a 
water  at  Penkridge  on  Saturday  afternoon  last ;  the  beat 
fish  of  the  lot  weighed  21b.,  while  the  others  ranged  as 
follows:  Two,  lib.  4.z.  each;  one  15oz.  ;  and  the  leaet, 
Uoz. ;  the  five  weighing  61b.  3jz.   This  makes  the  second 
21b.  roach  that  has  been  taken  from  the  association's  water 
this  season.    This  water  is  one  of  the  best  bits  of  fishing 
m  the  Midlands.    Mr.  Cook  intends  having  the  21b.  set 
up.    The  Severn,  owing  to  the  recent  rains,  has  been 
fishing  very  much  better.    The  Avon  has  gone  a  little 
quiet,  but  now  that  chub  and  pike  fishing  nas  commenced 
we  shall  no  doubt  hear  of  some  good  fish  being  taken. 
FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

That  great  desideratum,  rain,  fell  so  copitjualy  last 
week-end  tliat  the  waters  have  undergone  a  marked 
improvement,  and  already  the  fish  are  showing  much 
greater  activity.  Especially  is  this  the  case  with  roach, 
which,  owmg  to  the  spell  of  dry  weather,  had  lapsed  into 
almost  a  complete  state  of  lethargy.  Anglers  who  have 
been  out  this  week  report  having  done  very  well  among 
ttie  red  fins.  On  the  lengths  north  and  south  of  Donington 
Bridge,  which  are  capital  roachiog  resorts,  bags  of  10. b. 
and  121b.  have  been  made  with  both  paste  and  worm  baits. 
Much  better  sport  has  also  been  had  on  the  Glen  and  the 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Bargate  drains  in  the  Boston  district. 
The  weeda  on  some  waters  are  a  perfect  nuisance,  and  the 
equanimity  of  pike  fishermen  has  been  greatly  upset.  It 
has  been  almost  absolutely  impossible  to  troil  on  some 
waters  owing  to  their  ccngested  condition,  and  anglers  are 
patiently  waiting  for  an  improvement  in  this  respect. 
There  are  sjme  big  fish  to  be  caught,  and  trolling 
Mthnsiasts  are  anxious  to  get  amongst  them.  On  the 
Welland  some  very  nice  lots  of  pike  have  already  been 
caught  in  the  Deeping  district. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  past  week  in  this  district  was 
for  the  most  part  very  stormy,  consequently  only  moderate 
sport  was  participated  in ;  but  «n  Sunday  an  agreeable 
o'lange  took  place,  and,  all  our  local  waterejbeing  more  or 
less  in  first-class  condition,  during  the  present  week  some 
very  good  catches  have  been  made,  especially  on  the  river 
HoU,  both  maggots  and  paste  accounting  for  good  baskets 
of  roach,  several  of  the  fish  going  from  Jib.  to  lib.  each. 
Bpth  pike  and  perch  are  also  furnishiug  fair  sport  at  the 
beok-enda,  and  about  Brigham  and  Swing  Bridge  some 
grand  dace  are  being  taken  ;  whilst  in  the  tidal  waters  at 
Mull  Bridge,  GrovehiU,  and  Weelferry  roach  are  taking 
paste  off  the  bottom  freely.  The  lower  waters  at  Dunswell 
and  Gibraltar  are  also  in  good  trim,  and  bottom  fishers  are 
doing  fairly  well  with  worm.  The  Horns  Angling  and 
Keoreation  Society  wound  pp  their  season  on  the  river  at 
Man  Bridge,  but  only  had  very  meagre  sport.  Messrs 
«.  ienwick,  C.  Turner,  and  A,  Breily  were  the  first  three 
prize- »ini  era ;  and  the  Brunswick  Angling  Society  also 
held  their  last  match  of  the  season  at  the  same  place  but 
did  very  httle  better,  the  first  three  prizemen- Mea  rj  R 
Nichol,  W.  DodBWOith,  and  C.  Sutton— having  only  about 
lib.  of  fish  each.  But  lower  down  the  river  matters 
improved  somewhat,  for  at  the  Waltcnian  Angling 
Buciety  a  match,  Mr.  H.  W.  Woolock  secured  21b  13  z 
of  nic^  fish  for  the  first  prize,  Messrs  E.  Allison  and  J 
Blan.  y  coming  in  second  aud  third.  To-day  (S  tturday)  the 
Jliist  Mull  Baud  Angling  Society  fish  asweepstak  at  Wawne 
whilst  at  Cicey  the  Starr  Angling  Sociuty,  of  Stoneferry, 
M  1.  iJr  ^^^^^^  last  match  of  the  season.  The 
Market  Weighton  Canal  is  now  in  very  nice  trim,  and  very 
fair  catches  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch  are  being  made, 
some  of  the  fiah  rnnnipg  a  good  aize.  Messrs.  Blundell 
bpence  and  Co.'e  Angling  Club  fished  their  final  match  of 


the  season  on  the  canal  at  Newport,  Messrs.  G.  Dodgaon, 
S.  Cony  era,  and  A  Dodgaon  being  awarded  the  firat  three 
prizes,  the  first  prize  winner  having  in  his  catch  a  nice 
perch  of  lib.  5oz.  This  being  the  club'a  last  match,  Mr. 
S.  Conyers  ia  the  winner  of  the  gold  medal  for  most 
points  in  1900;  and  Mr.  C  Harrison  the  medal  for  the 
best  _  aggregate  during  the  season.  The  Alexandra 
Angling  Association  also  wound  up  their  season 
at  the  same  place,  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker  being 
the  first  prize  winner,  with  21b.  lOJ'z.  ;  Messrs.  C 
Wharram  and  A.  Todd  coming  in  second  and 
third,  with  lib.  lOJoz.  and  lib.  6  z.  respectively 
Mr.  Barker  ia  alaa  the  winner  of  Mr.  P.  J.  R  ^binson's 
silver  challenge  cup  and  gold  medal  for  this  season,  also  a 
special  p-ize  of  one  guinea.  The  Kingston  Rovers 
Anglmtt  Club  also  fished  their  last  mitch  at  the  same 
place,  Messrs.  G.  Addy,  J.  Bolton,  and  T.  Addy  taking 
the  firat  three  prizes.  Pike  fishing  has  been  pursued  by 
aome  of  our  local  anglers  with  very  fair  success,  especially 
on  the  Ancholme  and  Derwent,  and  one  local  enthusiast, 
Mr.  Mosely,  has  had  aome  splendid  sport  on  the 
Hornsea  Mere  during  the  past  week,  taking  on  Tuesday 
401b.  weight  of  fish,  and  again  on  Thursday,  although 
^Eu.''^?'*^®'^  stormy,  he  succeeded  in  taking  some 

451b.  of  good  fish.    A  brace  of  good  fish  are  also  reported 
from  the  river  Hull  above  Hempholme,  weighing  respeo 
tively  51b.  and  7ilb. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

If  all  is  well,  and  the  ahiold  is  returned  in  time  from 
the  present  holders,  it  will  be  presented  to  the  recent 
winners  next  Saturday  at  the  Gibraltar  Inn,  Soholes, 
Wigan.  The  Amateur  Angling  S  .ciety,  Wigan,  who  are 
to  hold  the  trophy  for  the  next  twelve  months,  are 
certainly  a  body  of  men  worthy  of  respect,  and  when  they 
get  out  of  the  "  amateur  "  class  they  will  be  "terrors." 
We  have  it  on  the  best  of  authority  that  in  the  last  local 
match  of  any  importance  they  quietly  monopolised  all  the 
best  P^rizea.  An  important  meeting  of  the  committee  of 
the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  waa  held  on  the 
llch,  but  too  late  for  notice  this  week.  A  prominent 
Item  in  the  business  will  be  the  presentation  of  three 
medals,  won  in  recent  events,  viz.  :  The  gold  medal  ard 
championship  of  the  association,  the  silver  medil  won  in 
the  juniors'  match,  and  the  silver  medal  won  at  Worsley 
by  Messrs.  T.  Robinson,  J  Wright,  jun.,  and  T.  Barry 
The  Gowy  appears  to  have  fished  well  last  week- 
end, both  roach  and  dace  feeding  freely,  including 
one  roach  lib.  loi.  The  old  river  at  Lymm  is 
steadily  improving,  both  as  to  the  roach  and  perch.  Mr. 
F.  Summer  took  eight  mach,  41b.,  last  Saturday,  and  a 
bream,  21b.  2oz.,  by  Mr.  W.  Bate,  from  Roasett.  and  Mr. 
F.  J  Emson,  eix  decent  perch,  at  Lymm.  Fishermen 
from  thiB  county  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  at  last  some 
rain  has  deicnded  at  their  favourite  resort,  Llanymynech 
and,  m  consequence,  the  river  on  the  lOth  was  about  6ft. 
up.  All  these  weary  weeks  have  they  waited  for  a  flood, 
so  that  to-day  there  ought  to  be  a  good  few  baskets  heavy 
with  fish  to  record  from  this  delightful  diitriot  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  P.A.A.,  to  be  held  in  Birmingham 
tn-day,  IS  not  of  any  great  interest  to  this  county  if 
Warrington  and  Liverpool  are  exempted,  but  it  is  an  open 
secret  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  great  progress 
Recent  floods  have  considerably  improved  the  Lune  and 
Its  tributaries,  and  fishing  has  been  much  better,  for  coarse 
hah  especially.  Net  fishermen  in  the  estuary  have  seen  a 
great  many  fish,  which,  after  auch  a  disappointing  season 
must  be  very  galling.  The  Wyre  is  now  in  the  best  con- 
dition of  the  season,  so  says  report,  and  is  yielding  better 
than  for  months.  Of  course  this  will  apply  to  coarse  fish 
for  migratory  trout  are  rather  short.  A  lot  of  life  ia 
reported  amongst  the  clubs  in  Liverpool,  the  Centrals, 
Uty,  Cyprus,  Nelson,  Bootle,  and  Bdgel.ill  clubs  seem  to 
be  la  full  swing,  and  have  no  appearance  of  any  decline  in 
their  contests  and  outings,  as  many  are  in  evidence. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  ill  luck  which  has  attended  the  George  Angling 
Society,  Miles  Platting,  in  all  their  fixtures  during  the 
season  of  1900  followed  them  on  their  visit  to  Boothstown 
on  Saturday  last.    To  stand  or  sit  and  patiently  fish  for 
two  hours  in  boisterous  weather  is  enough  to  try  the 
temper  of  any  angler,  but  they  braved  the  elements 
and   eventually   disposed   of   five   of   the   six  prizes 
r£f-red.     The  heaviest  fish  taken  waa  a  gudgeon  a 
httle  over  l|oz.    To  catch  roach  was  out  of  the  question 
with  waves  several  inches  high  oq  any  canal,  but  in  the 
end  the  following  names  appeared  in  the  winning  Hat  • 
Messrs.  W.  Edwards,  R.  Bowker,  C.  Whitehurst  G 
Nevens,  and  J.  Hamilton.    The  Duchy  Angling  Society, 
for  so  young  a  club,  are  certainly  making  a  bold  bid  for 
front  rank  honours.    They  have  already  secured  private 
waters,  and  on  Saturday  last  fished  a  match  in  the  same,  with 
the  result  that  all  prizes  were  won,  thei  first  three  going  to 
Messrs.  E  Goodwin,  J  Dunbar,  and  E  Valentine.  Next 
Thursday  they  are  holding  an  important  meeting  when 
several  new  members  are  being  made,  and  other  business 
of  importance  transacted.    The  Moes  Side  Socials  are 
once  again  prominent  with  news  of  promise  and  interC't  • 
but,  of  course,  this  is  nothing  fresh.     It  is  ofl&cidUy 
announced  that  their  Drinkwater  Park  Fishery  is  to  be 
taken  for  a  term  of  years  and  liberally  stocked,  this  should 
m  the  end  provide  a  fair  amount  of  fiehing  for  their 
members.    N.iw  that  the  match  season  ia  over,  once  more 
there  is  a  chance  of  being  admitted  a  member  of  this 
society,  a  privilege  worth  something.  An  inter-club  contest 
has  been  arranged  with  the  Urmston  and  Flixt  n  8  iciety 
and  all  details  will  bek  'twith  the  captain,  Mr.  W.  Taylor! 
The  Holme  Ellesmeie  Angling  Society,  on  Monday 
J  '         noted  for  an  important  meeting,  when  both 
old  and  new  members  are  cordially  invited,  to  dispose 
of  an  important  agenda.    The  Gorton  Angling  Society 
visited  Althorpe  by  way  of  winding  up  the  season,  but 
only  to  meet  with  very  poor  sport  indeed ;  only  six  out  of 


eight  prizes  were  won  by  the  following :  Messrs.  H. 
Pallants,  W.  Boothroyd,  A.  Wilson,  T.  Stanton,  J.  Turner 
and  W.  Webb.  Still,  they  enjoyed  the  outing.  Jnat 
at  present  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Asaociation 
are  rather  quiet,  but  it  ia  only  for  a  season  ;  in  a  very  few 
weeks  they  will  be  fully  employed  in  their  spirited  stocking 
programme.  Mr.  T.  Driver  reports :  "  The  recent  rains 
have  improved  sport  at  Irlam,  and  last  week  end  some 
very  fin-i  roach  were  cangbt,  two  weighing  close  on  lib. 
each,  and  plenty  up  to  ^ib.  Our  committee  are  due  there 
next  week  end  to  fish  a  sides  match  for  teas." 

FROM  NORFOLK, 
Just  now  in  this  part  of  the  country  it  is  all 
electioneering,  and  angling  has  been  put  on  one  side  for  a 
while.  Not  that  it  has  mattered  much,  for  the  rivers  are 
in  a  bad  state  for  bottom  fishing,  being  very  clear.  In  some 
parts  of  the  county  yon  can  sea  the  bottom  of  the  river  at 
a  great  depth.  We  have  had  very  little  rain  for  aome 
time,  and  consequently  the  waters  have  got  very  stale. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  been  showery,  and  there  eeems 
a  prospect  of  more  rain  to-night,  but  it  will  take  a  lot  to 
do  any  real  good.  The  clearnees  of  the  water  would  have 
been  good  for  pike  fishing,  but  it  is  early  yet  for  our  local 
pikists,  and  scarcely  any  have  been  out  yet.  The  coming 
pike  season  should  be  a  good  one,  after  the  wretchedly 
bad  time  we  had  last  year. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  rise,  and  the  extra  water  has 
brought  down  a  large  quantity  of  "  flannel  "  and  other 
weed.  At  Shardlow  some  very  good  pika  have  been 
caught  with  the  spinning  bait— a  gudgeon.  Amongst 
others  excelling,  mention  may  be  made  of  Mr  J 
Cooper  (9J.b.)  and  Mr.  W.  Sewell  (8JU.)  At  Wilfoid' 
Mr.  B.  Bayley  has  takea  half  a  d  zen  of  about  51b.  each 
and  higher  up  the  fishery  Mr.  W.  Harrison  has  kUled  nine! 
In  the  Sawk  J  waters,  Mr.  A.  Coxon  has  caught  upwards  of 
201b.  of  roach  and  chub  with  gentles,  which  are  growing 
very  scarce.  Mr.  H.  Coxon  and  friend  have  secured  several 
large  barbel  at  Stoke  ;  and  below,  or  at  Kelham,  Mr.  W. 
Hall  has  secured  four,  all  to  greaves  used  on  ledgering 
tackle.  Nottingham  Goose  Fair  holidays  closed  on 
Saturday,  and  with  the  close  ended  the  season  for 
the  weighing-in  of  specimen  fish  at  the  various  clubs. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  rain  has  produced  a  heavy  rise  on  our  rivers 
and  the  Severn  has  been  much  discoloured.  The  streams 
were  all  very  low  and  stale,  and  this  fresh  water  will  put 
things  right,  and  improve  sport  immensely.  There  has 
been  a  great  run  of  eels.  The  nets  have  taken  a  great 
quantity,  and  anglers  have  been  very  busy  among  them. 
Roach  have  been  biting  well,  and  some  heavy  baskets  have 
been  brought  home.  W.  Holder  and  H.  Sandford,  fishing 
the  Teme  near  Cotheridge  on  Oct  7,  had  from  12lb.  to 
14lb.  each  of  very  fine  fish  ;  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
both  of  which  were  glorious  days,  several  anglers  caught 
7ib.  to  lOib.  each  in  the  Severn.  Not  much  has  been  done 
m  the  Avon.  Bream  are  off.  Some  good  roach  and  fine 
perch  have  been  taken,  but  not  many  of  them.  Pike  fish- 
ing fairly  good.  Mr.  F.  Champken  did  very  well,  taking 
about  a  d<  zen  durinjt  the  week.  Several  others  had  two 
or  three  in  a  day.  Nothing  over  9lb.  taken.  The  White 
Hart  Angling  Club,  Pershore,  had  their  second  contest  on 
Saturday  in  the  Avon,  close  to  the  town.  Sport  was  fairly 
good,  and  all  the  prizes  taken.  The  first  prize  went  to 
Mr.  John  Smith,  2§lb. ;  second,  George  Young;  third  A 
Duffy;  fourth,  W.  Marshall;  fifth,  W.  Hughes ;  sixth!  f! 
Godirey.  Very  few  have  been  fishing  for  grayling  this 
week.  Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Teme  have  been  visited,  with 
attle  results.  Mr.  Cooper  caught  a  few  brace  of  nice  fiah 
at  Tenbnry,  besides  some  lovely  dace.  These  were  taken 
before  the  rise  in  the  river. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Some  of  the  rivers  have  experienced  the  long-deairtd 
freshets,  rain  having  fallen  heavily  in  places,  and  more 
sparingly  here  and  there.    The  reports  to  hand  at  the  end 
of  last  week  afforded  some  encouragement  to  grayling 
pike,  and  other  coarse  fish  anglers.    The  best  streams  had 
tilled  up  to  their  ordinary  level,  and  subsequent  showers 
helped  to  stir  up  the  fish  a  little,  a  process  which  has  been 
assisted  by  the  chillier  atmosphere  following  the  rains 
bringing  fish  well  on  the  feed.    On  the  whole,  the 
beauiiful  weather  of  late  has  rendered  all  kinds  of  angling 
enjoyable.    With  the  advent  of  October,  no  more  is  heard 
for  the  present  of  club  outings  from  York.    The  trout 
season  is  alao  ended,  and  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  particularly  successful.  The 
attention  of  numerous  rodmen  through  the  winter  months 
will  be  given  to  grayling,  pike,  roach,  dace,  and  chub. 
The  pluck  and  endurance  of  the  hardy  angler  are  hard 
to  beat,  but  to   be  without  either  bite  or  sup  for 
thirty -eight  and  a  half  hours  is  surely  taxing  enough  for  a 
sound  Waltonian.    There  has  been  much  rejoicing  in 
Sca.bro',  etp  cially  among  the  fiaherfolk,  on  the  return 
from  sea  of  two  venturesome  angr lers  named  Jas  Jarvis 
fisherman,  and  Heniy  Mackie  Clarke,  a  baker  of  Inver- 
ness.   On  Sunday  mgho  they  to  k  a  boat  out  into  the 
roadstead  for  the  purpose  of  angling,  when  a  strong  gusty 
wind  sprang  up  and  cirried  rhem  far  into  the  briuy  .  c.<aH. 
Formorethanthiitj-eighthou'S  weie  they  drifted  toandfro 
without  food,  and  of  couree  became  thoroughly  exhausted. 
They  had,  indeed,  almost  relinquished  hope  of  being 
rescued  when  the  Hartland  trawler,  of  Scarbro',  picked 
taem  up  on  Tuesday  morning  some  six  esn  miles  out  from 
the  beach.     The  men  declare  emphaticdlly  that  two 
steamers  passed  within  a  few  hundred  yaids  of  them,  but 
altogether  disregarded  their  signals  and  cries  of  distress. 
Jarvis  made  a  flare  of  his  waistcoat,  and  Clarke  fastened 
his  scarf  to  the  end  of  a  pole.  Jarvis's  wife  rejoiced  greatly 
at  her  husband's  return,  as  she  had  all  but  given  him  up 
for  lost.   Clarke  is  nnmanied. 
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[TT*  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opin,ioii» 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents  } 

STONE  LOACH  FISHING  IN  IEELA.ND. 

Deab  Sir, — It  grieres  me  to  fiod  "  Glenhest" — a  real 
native,  born  and  bred,  Irishman— calling  the  "oollac 
rne  "  of  Ireland  a  "  oolloeh."  It  grieves  me  much  more 
to  hear  that  he  had  arrived  at  man's  eatate  before  he  ever 
heard  of  the  existence  of  such  a  creature  !  'Fancy  an  Irish 
boy,  reared  by  the  Irish  rivers'  sides,  as  "  Glenhest "  pro- 
fesses to  have  been,  waiting  nntil  he  was  old  enough  for  his 
attendants  to  call  him  "  yer  honour  "  before  he  fonnd  out 
the  existence  of  the  most  common  natural  bait  in  every- 
day use  in  Ireland.  The  "coUoagh,"  and  not  the 
"  colloch,"  Mr.  Glenhest.  And  yet  this  great  authority  on 
Irish  angling  bases  his  claims  upon  the  experiences  of  his 
youth !  Will  he  kindly  tell  those  less-favoured  mortals 
where  the  "upper  C  lare- Gal  way  river  "  is  situated,  and 
the  locus  in  quo  wherein  b«  did  those  mighty  deeds  with 
his  "  colloch,"  as  recorded  by  him  in  your  last  issue  P  It 
makes  one  feel  "  vicious  with  envy  "  to  hear  of  a  man  who 
"  put  up  a  ooUoch  "  and  ''  got  a  run  of  something,"  which 
turned  out  to  be  a  "respectable"  Jib.  perch.  If 
"  Glenhest"  is  afraid  of  the  rush  of  English  anglers  to  the 
"upper  Clare-Galway  river"  if  he  reveals  its  where- 
abouts, we  must,  of  course,  respect  his  reticence.  Yon 
emnot  expect  him  to  give  a  good  thing  away,  especially  as 
its  "  respectable  "  and  "decent"  fish  furnish  him  with 
copy  that  is  paid  for  by  the  line.  His  modest  confession 
that  he  "  has  been  told  "  the  stone  loach  is  a  capital  lure 
for  salmon  is  delicious.  This,  the  greatest  home-bred 
Irish  authority  on  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  the  western 
counties  (according  to  his  own  valuation),  now  informs  us 
that  he  "  has  been  told  "  the  stone  loach  will  also  kill 
salmon.  Such  an  admission  calls  for  no  comment.— 
Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent, 

["Glenhest"  has  never  claimed  to  be  the  greatest 
Irish  authority  on  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  _  As  regards 
the  spelling  of  the  Irish  name  for  the  loach,  is  there  any 
one  and  only  way  ?  We  have  seen  it  spelt  in  several 
different  ways;  for  instance,  "Hi  Regan"  gives 
"oollagh,"  Mr.  Gedney  says  "  oolloagh,"  "Glenhest" 
"  colloch,"  and  in  articles  we  have  published  on  it  in  past 
years  yet  other  ways  of  spelling  it  have  been  used.— Eb,] 

FISHING  CHARGES. 
Deab  Sie, — I  feel  very  grateful  myself  for  much  of  the 
interesting  and  useful  information  which  we  owe  to  Mr. 
Gedney  and  others  in  the  matter  of  fishing  expenses  ;  but 
I  confess  I  could  never  see  how  hotel,  or  boat,  or  other 
"incidental  charges,"  as  they  are  called,  cm  fairly  be 
added  to  the  bill  of  fishing  expenses,  except  so  far  as  they 
may  be  in  esoess  of  such  charges  when  not  incurred 
fishing.  If  it  will,  for  instance,  cost  me  5-).  to  have  a  day's 
outing  in  a  boat,  but  7s.  61.  if  I  combine  fishing  with  it,  I 
will  allow  2a.  6d.  in  this  Oise  for  boat ;  but  fail  to  see  how 
I  can  fairly  allow  any  more.  Similarly,  where  the  "  free  " 
fishing  at  an  hotel  is  notoriously  koown  to  "  influence  "  the 
bill,  though  it  is  not  spucifioilly  mentioned  iu  it,  the  thing 
is  to  be  noticed  in  the  calculation ;  but  surely  where  none 
of  these  things  occur  the  fishing  i^  really  and  truly  free, 
even  if  it  should  cost  the  angler  £50  a  week  to  get  at  his 
spirt.  If  looked  at  ia  this  way,  I  think  it  can  be  fairly 
said  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  very  fair  and  even  good 
salmon  and  white  trout  fishing  in  Ireland  free,  while  most 
of  the  brown  trout  fishing,  including,  I  believe,  all  the 
dapping  of  the  large  Ukes,  is  similarly  free.  But  no  doubt 
the  amount  of  private  reserved  water  is  considerable,  and 
is,  I  believe,  on  the  increase.  Tastes  differ  about  dapping. 
For  my  part,  I  prefer  it  to  any  form  of  fishing  I  know, 
even  the  dry  fly  or  salmon  fishing.  I  have  had  a  fair 
share  of  it  every  season  for  some  years  past,  and  it  never 
cost  me  anything.  But  then  I  use  my  own  boat,  and  row 
it  myself.  Fishing  that  demands  both  boat  and  car  simply 
means  ruination,  however,  except  in  the  case  of  your 
millionaire  and  the  like,  and  I  fail  to  see  either  that  a 
shilling  or  two  more  or  less  in  the  day  affects  the  matter 
much  one  way  or  the  other.  As  for  river  fishing,  there 
seems  to  me  little  to  choose  between  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
For  instance,  I  fished  Tweed,  Clyde,  and  Annan  this 
July,  and  found  them  practically  free  and  open,  or  at 
least  the  charges  merely  nominal,  and  found  my  hosts 
men  of  exactly  like  passions  with  their  like  in  Galway  or 
Donegal.  I  would  not  give  a  button  which  of  them  made 
out  the  biU. 

Another  story.  What  about  your  correspondent's 
advice  to  British  anglers  to  come  over  this  winter  and 
have  a  try  for  our  big  pike  f  I  am  not  now  thinking  of 
hotel  or  other  charges,  but  niU  Irish  pike  take  in  winter  ? 
I  have  my  doubts,  but  do  not  wish  to  be  positive.  Any- 
way, I  never  knew  anyone  to  fish  for  pike  ia  _  winter  in 
Ireland,  but  then  my  knowledge  of  pike  fishing  ia  not  very 
extensive,  being  cbiefly  confined  to  the  Snannon  and 
Lough  Ree.  I  fancy  there  might  be  a  difficulty  about  it, 
too,  in  this  way  :  November  to  January  beiog  close  season 
for  trout,  and  pike  baits — at  least  artificial  ones — being 
practioiUy  trout  baits  also,  the  water  bailiSa  may  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  it,  and  even  the  magistrates  too.  And 
an  Irish  magistrate  is  not  a  man  to  be  trifled  with.  We 
begin  trout  and  salmon  fishing  on  the  Shannon  on  Feb.  1 ; 
and  trolling  gudgeon  day  after  day,  both  on  river  and  (partly 
on)  lake,  we  get  no  pike,  or  at  least,  next  to  none.  But 
as  the  time  goes  on,  and  April  is  approaching,  Mr.  Pike 
becomes  more  and  more  in  evidence,  until  the  end  of  the 
month  draws  near,  by  which  time  the  pike  have  become 
sueh  a  nuisance  that  we  just  have  to  abandon  salmon 
fishiag  altogether.    One  spends  the  whole  day  taking  the 


brutes  off  the  hooks  and  rebaiting.  The  salmon  haa  not 
a  look  in,  and  so  we  perforce  give  the  thing  op.  This,  of 
course,  in  pikey  water.  At  Castleconnell,  no  d)ubt,  it  is 
different.  As  for  pike  taking  in  January  or  December,  I 
have  my  prof  ^^und  doubts,  as  they  certainly  will  not  do  it  in 
February.  Perhaps  some  correspondent  who  knows  the 
facts  will  enlighten  us  upon  this  point. 

The  Athlone  anglers,  I  know,  are  of  opinion  that  pike 
will  not  take  in  winter,  or  rather,  in  late  autumn,  i.e., 
October  to  December.  Of  course,  it  may  be  different  in 
other  parts  of  Ireland  with  these  "  varmints."  No  doubt 
Mr.  Jardine  could  kindly  tell  us  all  about  it  if  he  would. 
I  should  be  happy  to  have  a  try  myself  in  the  first  nice 
frost  we  have,  if  I  knew  the  game  was  worth  the  candle. 

MoNA. 

P.S. — By  the  way,  how  do  sea  fishing  incidental  charges 
compare  with  the  Irish  fishing  similar  charges  of  the  late 
controversy  ? — M, 

EA.RLY  CLOSING  FOR  FISHING  TACKLE 
DEALERS, 

DeAe  Sir, — Is  it  possible  that  anyone  wants  to  purchase 
fishing  tackle,  or  any  article  approaching  thereto,  after 
the  hour  of  seven  o'clock,  between  Oct.  1.  and  March  81  P 

In  the  summer  months  there  may  be,  and  undoubtedly 
is,  reason  for  such  shops  to  keep  open  an  hour  later,  but 
in  the  autumn  and  winter  surely  not.  Permit  me  to 
appeal  to  any  proprietor  of  these  handy  shops  who  may 
have  hitherto  stood  aloof  from  the  proposal  to  close  at 
seven  to  give  it  a  trial  for  this  season,  say  from  Oct.  22  to 
the  first  Monday  in  April.  We  shall  be  plea  ed  to  supply 
gratis  any  window  announcements  (if  they  are  necessary) 
to  any  applicant. — Trusting  the  outstanding  firms  will 
be  kind  enough  to  accept  this  "bait,"  lam,  faithfully 
yours,  P.  J.  Restall  (Secretary). 

The  "  Voluntary  "  Early  Closing  Association, 
64,  Cheapside  (over  Bennett's  clock), 
Oct.  9,  1900 

PLIES  MADE  WITH  DYED  QUILL  BODIES. 

Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — I  see  that  there  is  a  letter  in 
this  week's  Fishing  Gazette  from  Major  Leslie  about 
dyed  quill  for  salmon  fly  bodies.  Though  I  believe  that 
he  was  the  first  to  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  anglers  in 
your  paper  in  1888,  I  think  that  the  late  Mr.  Lowe,  of 
Stafford-street,  Old  Bond-street,  was,  at  my  suggestion, 
the  first  to  invent  translucent  salmon  flies,  and  this  he  did 
with  dyed  quill.  I  wrote  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the 
subject  soon  after  Major  Leslie  made  his  first  statement 
in  your  paper. — Yours  faithfully,  R.  D.  Bast. 

[Messrs.  Hardy  did  not  claim  any  novelty  in  the  use  of 
quill ;  only  in  the  way  it  was  used. — Ed.] 


FISH  MEASUREMENT  FOR  PRIZES. 
Sie,— I  belong  to  the  Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  and 
should  be  glad  if,  in  your  next  issue,  you  would  kindly 
give  your  opinion  respecting  the  following  :  A  match  was 
fished,  and  the  secretary  was  to  weigh-in.  One  of  my  fish, 
the  secretary  said,  was  not  long  enough.  I  said  it  was 
(having  previously  measured  them).  I  put  my  fingers  on 
the  fish  and  straightened  it.  The  secretary  then  said  it 
was  the  required  length,  and  recorded  my  weight  in  the 
weighing-in  book  as  correct,  which  entitled  me  to  the  first 
prize. 

At  our  next  meeting,  the  man  who  had  sec3nd  weight 
lodged  an  objection  on  the  score  of  my  having  touched  the 
fish.  It  was  put  to  the  meeting,  and  the  objection  carried, 
the  objector  being  placed  first,  and  myself  second. 
Can  a  meeting  alter  the  weight  and  prize  after  it  has 
been  officially  entered  in  the  weighing-in  book,  and  duly 
witnessed  as  correct?  We  have  no  rule  or  resolution 
that  a  fish  shall  not  be  touched  after  having  been  placed 
on  the  board.— Yours  respectfully,  Faieplay. 

[On  your  showing,  the  members  of  your  club  are 
decidedly  wrong  in  their  action.  According  to  the  un- 
written law  of  weighing-in,  fish  should  be  measured  from 
the  eye  to  the  fork  of  the  tail  (unless  a  rule  says  "  extreme 
measurement  ").  That  being  so,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
fish  should  be  laid  perfectly  flat,  and  in  order  to  obtain 
their  correct  length  they  must  be  handled.  As  the 
secretary  was  appointed  referee,  his  decision  should  be 
final,  and,  once  having  been  entered  in  the  books,  without 
a  protest  being  lodged  at  the  time,  the  decision  ought  to 
be  in  your  favour.]  ____ 

THE  "FORMOSA"  TROUT  AND  ITS  MORAL. 

Deae  Sie, —  "  Pheasant  Tail "  in  his  articles  is 
generally  interesting  and  often  amusing,  but  never  quite 
so  amusing  there  as  when  he  affects  a  supercilious  dignity 
in  the  correspondence  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Not  the  least  entertaining  portions  of  his  latest  effort  are 
those  in  which  he  puts  forth  his  own  fond  imaginings  as 
bald  facta.  Methinks  the  gentleman  doth  assume  too 
much.  He  asserts  that  my  "  remarks  must  necessarily 
have  placed  the  subject  (live-baiting  for  Thames  trout) 
most  prominently  in  the  minds  of  those  concerned."  1 
leave  it  to  "those  concerned"  to  judge  whether  any 
remarks  of  mine  "must  necessarily"  place,  or  have 
placed,  such  a  question  in  tVie  superlative  position 
"Pheasant  Tail"  mentions.  Further,  he  says  that  I 
have  given  the  subject  "  extra  '  harrowing  and  rolling.' " 
It  is  clearly  impossible  that  lean  have  even  "harrowed 
and  rolled  "it,  leaving  out  the  ' '  extra ' '  qualification,  when 
I  have  never  handled  it,  never  so  much  as  mentioned  it. 
Again,  "  Pheasant  Tail  "  assumes  that  I  am  irritated.  I 
am  not  irritated  in  the  least— onlv  amused.  As  the  humble 
author  of  several  modest  publications  I  have  run  the 
gauntlet  of  the  British  Press  too  often  to  feel  annoyed  at 
the  feeble  shafts  of  an  anonymous  pccasional  correspon- 
dent, whose  own  density  he  appears  in  his  latest  letter  to 
regard  as  well  nigh  incredible. 


However,  "Pheasant  Tail's"  "Formosa  Trout"— if 
he  ever  caught  it,  which  doth  not  yet  appear — must  be 
getting  a  trifle  "  high  "  by  this  time,  and,  perhaps,  would 
be  best  buried.  My  original  purpose  was  to  use  it  as  a 
suitable  illustration  of  the  want  of  explicitness  that  so 
frequently  mars  the  work  of  the  "occasional  corre- 
spondent." One  of  the  damning  sins  of  the  untrained 
writer  is  that  in  his  efforts  to  be  "  elaborate  "  he  effect- 
ually disguises  his  meaning.  Without  carefully  con- 
sidering what  his  words  may  literally  signify,  he  jumps  to 
the  conclusion  that  they  will— "  must  necessarily" — 
convey  to  the  reader  the  identical  impression  in  the 
writer's  mind  at  the  time  he  writes  them. 

I  have  just  been  reading,  for  review  purposes,  the 
"  Amateur  Angler's "  latest  book,  "  An  Old  Man's 
Holidays."  It  is  a  most  delightful  little  book,  and  I 
mention  it  here  because  one  of  its  charms  is  the  explicit- 
ness of  its  unstrained  diction.  Never  once  has  the  reader 
to  pause  to  question  the  author's  meacirg.  His  intel- 
ligibility flows  on  uninterruptedly  like  a  clear,  gliding 
river.  Carefully  studied,  "An  Old  Man's  Holidays" 
should  prove  a  valuable  object  lesson  to  many  of  us.  It  is 
not  given  to  all  of  us  to  shed  elegant  language  profusely 
around  ;  but  at  least  we  may  give  to  our  meaning  some 
semblance  of  clearness.  What  the  average  reader  looks 
for  from  a  contributor  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  plain 
speaking,  not  conundrums. 

"  And  so  I  end  where  I  did  begin."    Be  explicit.  "If 
you've  got  a  thing  to  say,  say  it." — Yours  very  sincerely, 
  W.  Cakter  Platts. 

FISHING  IN  EAST  KENT. 

Dear  Sir, — You  kindly  informed  me  as  to  the  angling 
near  Herne,  Kent,  and  the  result  of  a  few  days  with  the 
rod  may  be  of  interest. 

On  the  river  Stour  weed  cutting  was  in  full  swing,  and 
not  many  fish  were  surface  feeding,  except  on  one  warm 
evening,  when  what  I  thought  might  be  trout,  but  after- 
wards proved  to  be  a  shoal  of  roach,  rose  freely  in  some 
still  water  at  a  b»nd  in  the  river,  but  refused  every 
floating  artificial  offered.  No  doubt  they  were  "  smut- 
ting," as  the  air  swarmed  with  midges  at  the  time.  Any 
attempt  vsrith  the  fly  proving  a  failure,  I  tried  for  the 
coarse  fish  with  worm  ;  but  being  neither  a  lover  nor 
expert  at  bottom  fishing,  fared  but  little  better,  only 
creeling  one  |lb.  perch.  He  was  game  for  his  size,  and 
fought  for  several  minutes  before  entering  the  net. 

It  is  a  far  cry  from  dry  fly  to  lug  worm,  but  not  meeting 
with  success  on  the  river,  I  determined  to  try  my  luck  on 
the  sea,  and  bad  several  enjoyable  outings. 

At  Herne  Bay  the  dabs  were  plentiful  and  easily  lured, 
whilst  an  occasional  whiting  and  plaice  varied  the 
monotony  by  getting  hooked. 

The  best  day's  fun  was,  however,  at  Deal,  where  on 
three  lines,  in  rather  more  than  four  hours,  three  score 
and  four  whiting  'of  very  nice  size  were  secured,  at  about 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  from  shore,  in  ten  fathoms  of 
water. 

My  expeiience  was  that  both  for  dabs  and  whiting  the 
most  effective  tackle  was  a  ledger  trailed  practically  on  the 
bottom,  a  paternoster  being  cf  little  use  ;  for  flatfish,  lug. 
worm ;  and  for  whiting,  smelt  cut  into  pieces  the  size  of  a 
shilling,  were  respectively  the  best  baits. 

One  rather  curious  incident  occurred.  I  lost  16yds.  of 
line,  with  gut  and  hooks,  jubt  as  a  fish  fastened,  and  three 
hours  later  my  boatman  recovered  it,  entangled  in  his 
line,  the  fish  being  still  attached.  This  was  in  ten 
fathoms  of  water, 

I  can  heartily  recommend'  the  boatmen,  W.  Blogg,  of 
Herne  Bay,  and  Mr.  Baker,  of  Deal,  to  any  intending  sea 
angler  who  desires  to  be  well  provided  with  boat,  gear, 
and  bait.— Yours  faithfully,  J.  W.  Kbmpstbr. 

SLAPTON  LEY. 

Dear  Sir,— In  an  article  on  this,  and  the  Royal  Sands 
Hotel  in  particular,  in  your  issue  of  6th  inst.,  the  writer 
says:  "  Sea  fishermen  will  find  plenty  to  occupy  their 
time  close  by  in  Start  Bay,  and  later  on  the  shot 
will  have  wilafowl  shooting  of  undoubted  excellence,  to 
his  heart's  content,"  implying  that  same  could  be  got  by 
staying  at  the  hotel.  Wishing  for  some  sport  of  that 
description,  I  wrote  the  proprietor,  and  he  informs  me  the 
wild-duck  shooting  is  privately  let. 

I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly  publish  this  letter,  as 
your  correspondent's  communication  may  in  this  respect, 
although  otherwise  apparently  reliable,  be  misleading  to 
others  besides  myself. — Yours  truly, 

  Leonard  C.  Hare. 

IRISH  FISHERY  COMMISSION. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  read  with  interest  Mr.  8.  J.  Hurley's 
letter  on  the  late  inquiry  in  Dublin.  He  is  not  the  only 
one  who  has  cause  to  complain.  Again,  one  man  being 
examined  at  KiUarney,  and  he,  of  course,  should  be  a  nets- 
man.  No  inquiry  at  Killorglinj  no  inquiry  at  Glenoar, 
Cahirciveen,  or  Waterville.  Will  these  things  go  on  for 
ever  ?  I  hope  not.  Anglers  ought  to  agitate  for  another 
Commission  to  have  anglers  examined.  Fair  play  ought 
to  be  given  to  men  who  pay  the  most  money  for  preserva- 
tion. Here  a  man  pays  £1  for  killing  a  white  trout,  and 
a  net  owner  pays  £3  for  killing  some  hundreds  of  salmon, 
and  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  eggs,  and 
deprives  the  English  angler  of  coming  among  us  and 
spending  his  money  and  giving  empk  yment  to  far  more 
people  and  far  more  beneticial  returns  than  killing  ttie 
salmon  in  July  and  August,  which  are  sold  for  a  small 
price,  and  until  this  late  netting  is  stopped,  and  the  length 
of  nets  limited,  and  the  present  email  mesh  is  increased  to 
2Jin.,  we  may  expect  no  change.  The  small  mesh  is  a 
great  destruction,  as  it  kills  the  small  fish  as  well  as  the 
large  and  leaves  us  with  a  very  limited  share  for  spawning 
purposes.— Yours  truly,  Tim  McCarthy. 

Waterville,  Co.  Kerry. 
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NEAEING  THE  END. 


In  less  than  a  fortnight  now,  by  some  three 
days,  the  salmon  angling  season  on  the  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters  will  be  closed  down  for  the  season. 
Already  the  Tay  system  is  under  the  close  time, 
the  last  fly  having  been  cast  and  the  last  cast 
reeled  in  on  Monday  night,  the  15th  inst.,  when 
darkness  put  an  end  to  the  anxieties  of  the 
anglers  and  the  agonies  of  the  gillies  for  the 
nonce.  On  the  aist  the  Forth,  Dee,  Don,  Deveron, 
Spey,  and  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  will  follow  suit ; 
the  mighty  Tweed,  and  a  few  of  the  minor  Solway 
streams  remaining  open,  the  latter  for  a  few 
weeks  longer  and  the  former  till  Nov.  1. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Tweed  system  the 
salmon  angling  season,  if  not  over,  is  nearing  the 
end,  and  anglers  are  pushing  with  might  and 
main  to  make  the  best  of  the  chances  that  the 
next  few  days  still  place  at  their  disposal,  and 
with  dry  weather  these  should  be  fraught  with 
good  sport,  and  in  a  measure  redeem  the  back- 
end  season  from  the  blank  it  would  otherwise 
have  been  but  for  the  October  fishing.  Many 
streams  depend  for  their  reputation  on  the  back- 
end  season  altogether.  These  are  late  streams, 
such  as  the  Don,  Ythan,  XJgie,  and  Deveron  in 


the  north-east  corner,  and  the  Forth  and  Teith  in 
the  south  of  the  country,  for  they  are  usually 
reckoned  with  the  southern  rivers,  and  when  the 
back-end  floods  are  delayed  in  these  parts  sport 
is  practically  nil.  On  the  present  occasion — 
although  the  earlier  part  of  the  month  of 
September  did  not  yield  much,  on  account  of  the 
protracted  spell  of  drought — a  very  good  four  or 
five  weeks'  angling  has  been  enjoyed,  especially 
on  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  Teith — the  famous 
salmon  and  grilse  tributary  of  the  Forth,  and  the 
rendezvous  of  the  West  Country  anglers. 

The  Tay  system  closed  on  Monday,  all  except 
its  tributary,  the  Earn.  Here  angling  may  con- 
tinue till  the  31st,  and  a  very  brisk  time  indeed  is 
in  store  with  steady  waters.  The  river  on  Satur- 
day last  was  full  of  fish,  and  anglers  on  the  various 
sections  were  securing  two  and  three  daily  from 
161b.  to  201b.  The  Tay  anglers  have  had  a  very 
tantalising  time  of  it.  In  fact,  the  same  thing 
has  been  the  bane  of  the  autumn  season  on  Dee 
and  Spey,  and  the  other  larger  river  systems  of 
the  country.  The  unsettled  state  of  the  water  has 
been  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  a  great  deal  of  sport 
that  would  otherwise  have  been  obtained.  The 
river  comes  into  ply  for  an  hour  or  two  daily ; 
then  another  spate  or  semi-spate  sweeps  down, 
and  the  angler  is  all  out  of  it.  This  is  a  very 
common  experience  of  the  early  spring  angler, 
but  then  it  is  the  melted  snows,  warmed  by  the 
genial  rays  of  the  spring  sun,  that  is  daily 
mounting  higher  and  higher,  that  is  the  cause  of 
these  heavy  spring  waters,  and  he  knows  that 
every  spate  leaves  less  snow  to  come  away,  and 
betters  his  prospects,  whereas  every  day  in  the 
autumn  his  chances  are  gradually  nearing  vanish- 
ing point,  and  getting  beautifully  less.  In  the 
spring  again  the  floods  are  welcome  as  an  augury 
for  ascending  fish,  but  here  the  fish  are  already 
up  in  the  pools  in  the  back-end,  and  all  that  is 
wanted  is  a  spell  of  steady  waters,  that  they  may 
rest  and  afford  the  glorious  sport  which  a  run  of 
autumn  fish  alone  can  provide. 

Tay  anglers  must  be  feeling  their  early  closing 
very  keenly  this  year.  The  saw  cuts  both  ways. 
Here  they  have  had  to  leave  off  in  the  very  thick 
of  the  battle.  Fish  are  swarming  in  the  pools,  of 
excellent  quality,  and  very  good  colour  and 
weight.  During  the  last  few  days  of  the  season 
Admiral  the  Earl  of  Olanwilliam  creeled  three 
of  181b.  each,  one  of  171b.,  and  six  of  171b.,  181b., 
and  191b.  each,  in  addition  to  four  grilse,  on  the 
Islamouth  water — fourteen  fish  during  the  closing 
three  or  four  days!  On  the  Upper  Stobhall 
water  Mr.  Archibald  Ooat«s  has  had  a  similar  if 
not  brighter  closing  record.  He  had  three,  of 
141b.,  181b.,  and  321b. — the  top  weight  in  these 
parts  for  the  autumn ;  one  of  181b. ;  four,  of  241b., 
241b.,  161b.,  and  151b. ;  and  three  grilse,  scaling 
up  to  7ilb.  Other  anglers  have  been  equally 
successful,  all  during  the  closing  days  of  the  back- 
end.  Col.  Digby  landed  three  salmon  of  heavy 
calibre,  and  several  grilse  equal  in  weight  to  good 
spring  fish ;  Lord  Cairns  and  Lord  Vane 
Tempest,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  and  others  have  all 
had  excellent  bags  at  the  wind-up  of  the 
season. 

Contrast  this  with  the  first  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  of  spring,  when  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  are 
thrown  open  to  anglers  before  the  bulk  of  other 
Scotch  waters  in  the  middle  of  January,  and  when 
a  salmon  or  two  is  got  amid  storm-swept  waters, 
snow-covered  banks,  and  surging  whirlwinds  of 
spray,  sleet,  and  rain,  in  the  course  of  three 
weeks'  daily  toil,  and  say,  looking  facts  fairly  and 
squarely  in  the  face,  if  the  exchange  of  a  fort- 
night's good  autumn  sport  such  as  the  present 
season  would  yield,  amid  social  surroundings  and 
everything  that  makes  life  worth  living  for,  is  not 
too  dear  a  price  to  pay  for  it. 

There  is  a  proposal  just  now  before  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  to  confirm  a  resolution  of 
the  Perth  Fishery  Board  to  assimilate  the 
opening  and  closing  dates  on  the  Earn  to  that  of 
the  Tay.  We  should  think  the  Earn  anglers  wiU 
have  something  to  say  to  that  before  it  becomes 
law  ;  and  if  they  think  the  exchange  an  acceptable 
one,  good  and  well ;  but  nothing  will  bring  the 
truth  home  to  them  more  clearly  than  the 
present  position  Tay  anglers  find  themselves  in, 
and  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  them  to  give  up 
any  portion  of  their  autumn  season  when  sport  is 
so  rfie  in  their  quarter  as  it  is  at  present.  It 
must  have  been  very  much  against  the  grain  of 
Tay  anglers  to  reel  in  on  Mc«iday  last  just  as  the 


autumn  sport  was  about  coming  to  its  very  best, 
and  to  stand  idly  by  for  the  next  fifteen  days  and 
see  fish  being  got  by  the  round  dozen  on  the  Dee, 
Spey,  Earn,  and  Teith — in  fact,  all  round  them — 
because  they  preferred  three  stormy,  almost 
blank  weeks  in  the  early  spring  to  this  more 
certain  and  more  pleasant  time  in  the  autumn. 
They  would  certainly  be  excused  if  there  was  a 
strong  desire  arope  among  them  to  go  back  to  the 
old  closing  and  opening  dates  again — and  no 
wonder  at  it. 

There  is  often  a  cry  on  the  Dee,  Spey,  and 
other  earlier  rivers  to  advance  the  opening  dates 
by  a  couple  of  weeks  at  least,  and  lop  o£E  the  tim« 
thus  allowed  from  the  back-end.  Were  that  the 
case  they  would  have  closed  ere  now,  and  how 
would  such  suit  in  a  season  like  the  present  P 
They  say  the  Tay  anglers  got  their  own  way  in 
altering  the  opening  and  closing  dates  on  the  Tay 
system,  and  why  not  them  P  Ask  any  Tay  angler 
to-day  if  he  is  pleased  with  the  change,  and  hear 
his  answer.  Of  course,  there  are  always  spring 
fish  in  the  earlier  months  in  the  earlier  rivers  to 
tempt  the  earlier  spring  angler  to  wish  to  get  at 
them  sooner  than  he  does  at  present.  But  for 
this  concession  the  back-end  angler  has  to  suffer, 
and  here's  the  rub !  The  game  is  not  worth 
the  candle,  and  although  the  spring  fish  may  be 
more  edible  from  a  commercial  point  of  view,  it  is 
sport,  not  commerce,  that  has  to  be  kept  in  view, 
and  quantity  in  preference  to  quality  from  the 
sporting  look-out.  There  would  be  a  distinct 
gain  to  make  the  netting  season  from  Feb.  1 
to  Aug.  15,  and  the  anglers'  season  from 
Feb.  1  to  Nov.  1,  all  days  inclusive,  and  to 
fix  the  same  for  the  bulk  of  Scotch  angling 
waters  and  netting  stations.  We  advisedly  say 
the  bulk  of  Scotch  angling  waters,  because  there 
is  a  strong  feeling  on  such  rivers  as  the  Ythan, 
Ugie,  and  later  streams,  where  there  is  practically 
no  spring  run,  that  their  autumn  season  should 
be  prolonged.  As  long  as  good  fish  are  running 
they  claim  the  right  to  angle  for  them,  and  with 
some  good  show  of  reason.  There  is  no  use 
g;ranting  legal  permission  to  angle  waters  at  a. 
time  when  there  is  never  a  fin,  as  Pat  would  say, 
to  angle  for.  The  month  of  March  is  practically 
lost  on  these  late  little  rivers,  and  the  month  of 
February  is  entirely  denied  them.  They  could 
afford  to  part  with  both  if  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber was  tacked  on  to  their  back-end  season 
instead ;  and  then  they  would  get  value  for  their 
money,  as  lessees,  and  equal  rights,  as  proprietors, 
with  others.  G.  M. 


AUTUMN  SALMON  FISHING  IN 
THE  EDEN. 


Fob.  some  years  the  autumn  salmon  fishing  in 
the  Cumberland  Eden  has  been  spoiled  by  a 
succession  of  floods,  and  at  the  time  of  writing 
(Oct.  13)  this  year  does  not  promise  to  be  an 
exception.  One  big  flood  is  following  another, 
and  the  salmon  which  were  at  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber lying  in  ohe  lowest  waters  within  tidal 
influence,  awaiting  a  fresh,  are  now  scattered  all 
over  the  river.  That  portion  of  the  river  which 
will  chiefly  benefit  is  the  highest  waters  of  the 
Yorkshire  Angling  Association,  to  which  the  fish 
have  free  access  now  that  there  is  a  pass  in 
Armathwaite  Weir. 

In  ordinary  years,  and  with  favourable  weather, 
the  best  autumn  fishing  is  near  Carlisle,  three  or 
four  mUes  up  and  down  from  that  town.  Within 
a  mile  of  the  centre  of  the  city  I  have  in 
past  years  seen  scores  of  salmon  killed.  At 
one  time — I  am  speaking  of  a  period  from  ten  to 
twenty-seven  years  ago — every  spare  moment, 
when  the  river  was  in  trim,  I  snatched  to  run  up 
the  riverside  to  see  a  salmon  landed,  and  in  my 
memory  is  an  extensive  gallery  of  charming 
pictures.  Many  such  have  I  seen  at  Eickerby 
Rocks,  a  mile  from  Carlisle,  worthy  of  an  artist. 
About  the  end  of  October,  in  the  days  I  am 
speaking  of,  before  leaden  clouds  obscured  the 
sky,  the  western  heavens  were,  in  the  last  half- 
hour — and  therefore  the  most  likely  time  of  the 
fishing  day — a  ruddy  glow,  against  which  the 
spires  and  towers  of  Carlisle  showed  darkly ;  in 
the  middle  distance  a  long,  glassy  pool  reflected 
the  cattle  on  the  banks ;  and  in  the  foreground 
was  the  fine,  dark  salmon  pool,  an  angler  with  his 
reat  rod  bent  into  an  elegant  arch,  and  a  hooked 
sh  now  and  then  lashing  the  surface  with  his 
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powerful  tail.  One  autumn  Jackson  Potter 
caught  nine  fish  in  this  pool.  I  saw  old  John 
Carruthers  gafp  one  of  these — a  splendid  fellow 
of  381b.  On  the  closing  day  of  one  autumn  I  met 
Dr.  Lamb  (Border  Depot)  with  three  big  fish  tied 
head  and  tail  and  slung  on  his  gaff  over  his 
shoulder,  and  a  fagged  but  happy  angler  he  was. 
In  those  days,  late  on  in  the  season  when  winter 
was  approaching,  many  a  gipsy-like  scene  was 
presented  near  Rickerby  Rocks.  Old  John 
Oarruthers  and  his  chum,  Ralph  Archbold,  their 
long  lances  resting  against  the  fence,  and  probably 
a  salmon  or  two  hanging  in  bags  thereon,  were  in 
the  habit  of  gleaning  in  the  nearest  potato  field, 
lighting  a  fire  with  sticks  lying  about,  and,  after 
roasting  the  potatoes,  producing  a  packet  of  salt 
from  the  waistcoat  pocket  to  give  them  savour. 
I  often  foregathered  with  them  thus,  and  listened 
to  their  tales  of  fishing,  and  their  shrewd, 
quaint  comments.  I  was  with  them  one  year  at 
the  closing  scene.  John  wound  up  his  reel  with 
a  sigh,  and  asked :  "  And  now  does  anybody  know 
of  a  nice  buss  (bush)  that  we  could  sit  in  ower 
the  winter  P  "  Evidently  his  idea  was  that  a  hare 
which  could  squat  near  the  river-side  until  the 
angling  season  came  round  again  was  to  be 
envied. 

Many  of  our  anglers  could — and  some  of  them 
can  still,  though  John,  and  Ralph,  and  several 
others  have  gone  to  the  happy  hunting-grounds — 
throw  a  pretty  line,  which  it  was  a  pleasure  to  see, 
Sergt.  Fox  and  Tom  Parkins  especially,  but  I 
never  saw  one  who  could  throw  as  straight  a  line, 
never  con-ecting  a  cast,  as  Dickie  Routledge 
did. 

But  the  glories  are  departed  in  recent  years,  as 
I  have  said,  and  it  is  rather  hard  to  realise  now 
the  grand  sport  enjoyed  a  few  years  ago.  In 
October,  1891,  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough,  Official  Receiver 
of  London,  fishing  at  Crosby,  three  miles  above 
Carlisle,  caught  thirteen  salmon  in  two  days.  He 
had  eight  salmon  weighing  1951b.  on  the  22nd, 
and  five  the  next  day.  I  never  heard  the  weights 
of  the  five,  but  was  told  that  they  filled  a  cab.  In 
the  autumn  of  1886,  Inspector  Bone,  of  the  city 
police,  fishing  at  Cargo,  four  miles  below  Carlisle, 
landed  twenty-four  salmon,  the  heaviest  421b. ; 
while  in  several  recent  years  many  first-rate  Oar- 
lisle  salmon  anglers  have  not  had  a  single  fish. 
On  Nov.  6,  1888.  the  late  Mr.  Francis,  of  Liver- 
pool, in  the  Wetheral  water,  five  miles  above 
Carlisle,  landed  a  salmon  of  55|lb.,  and  on  Nov.  2, 
1892,  George  Mackenzie,  the  keeper  at  Warwick 
Hall,  a  mile  below  Wetheral,  killed  the  record 
Eden  fish  of  5641b.  with  the  fly.  Let  us  hope  that 
the  cycle  of  bad  seasons  is  exhausting  itself,  and 
that  better  luck  is  in  store  for  salmon  fishers. 

Greta. 


THE  NASH  AND  WHETTON  DRAG. 


Messes.  W.  Nash,  of  38,  South  Broadway, 
Burton-on-Trent,  and  A.  Whetton,  of  108,  Beart- 
wood-hill,  Wenshill,  Burton-on-Trent,  send  us 
one  of  their  "  Improved  Drags."  It  is  claimed 
for  it  that  "it  is  an  improvement  over  the 
'  triangle '  drag  now  in  use.  It  does  not  occupy 
more  space  to  carry  it  than  the  waistcoat  pocket. 
It  is  easily  put  together  for  use,  and  will  be  found 


useful  to  aU  classes  of  fishermen,  especially  those 
who  do  much  spinning  for  salmon,  trout,  or  pike, 
whose  tackle  too  often  sets  fast  in  a  bed  of  weeds 
or  tree  boughs,  and  oftener  than  not  gets  lost  for 
the  want  of  a  small  drag,  to  which  a  cord  must  be 
attached.  To  put  the  drag  together,  which  is 
only  a  moment's  work,  put  point  of  short  one 
through  the  eye  of  the  other,  and  spring  into 
position." 

This  ingenious  contrivance  certainly  occupies 
a  very  small  space  in  the  angler's  creel,  and 
further  information  as  to  price,  &c.,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  addresses  given. 


NEWQUAY  :  AN  ENGLISH  RIVIERA. 

It  has  long  been  the  fashion  to  fly  from  our 
English  fogs  in  the  winter  to  the  warmer  and 
sometimes  sunnier  climates  of  the  Riviera,  Malta, 
the  Engadine,  and  the  like. 

There  is,  however,  no  need  for  one  to  go  so  far, 
or  even  to  leave  our  native  shores,  as  in  several 
parts  of  England  are  places  where  the  climate  is 
as  good,  and  the  temperature  as  genial  as  at  the 
much  vaunted  Continental  winter  resorts ;  and 
that,  too,  without  the  worry  and  expense  of  foreign 
travel. 

To  the  reader  wishful  to  combine  a  pleasant 
and  healthful  place  of  winter  sojourn,  with  some 
very  fair  sea  fishing,  I  would  suggest  a  trial  of  the 
district  I  have  named. 

Newquay  is  a  small  town  on  the  north  coast 
of  Cornwall,  about  twenty  miles  (as  the  crow  flies) 
north  of  Falmouth  (see  F.  0.  Sept.  9, 1899),  and 
269  miles  from  Paddington,  the  journey  from 
whence  is  an  exceedingly  pleasant  one  on  a  bright 
autumn  or  winter  day. 

The  town  is  well  sheltered  by  the  fine  headland 
of  Towan  Beacon,  from  which  is  obtained  an 
almost  continuous  view  of  the  noble  bay,  and  the 
broad  Atlantic  beyond. 

The  harbour  is  one  of  the  safest  on  the  coast ; 
and  the  wide-spreading  beaches,  with  their  fine, 
hard  sand,  afford  great  facility  for  bathing  all  the 


cliff- walk  up  to  Towan  Beacon,  on  which  is  the 
Huer's  House,  where  a  continual  watch  is  kept 
for  the  migratory  pilchard  shoals.  In  front  is 
the  picturesque  Old  Dane  Rock,  and  we  can 
descend  to  the  famous  Tea  Caverns,  once  the 
haunt  of  smugglers.  The  cliff  road  continues 
round  the  Head,  and  to  an  opening  through  the 
rocks  into  Nun  Cove,  whence  a  stroll  on  the 
beach  southward  leads  to  Fistral  Bay. 

Eastward  from  Newquay  is  a  fine  breeezy  mile- 
and-a-half  walk  by  the  cliffs  (or  by  the  beach  if 
the  tide  permit)  to  Forth.  The  island  and  cliffs 
possess  features  of  great  natural  beauty,  and, 
descending  to  Forth  Bay,  some  magnificent 
specimens  of  rocky  caves  are  seen,  the  Ban- 
queting Hall,  Cathedral  Cave,  the  Fern  Cave, 
and  the  Blowing  Hole.  Continuing  the  beach 
walk,  we  round  or  cross  the  fine  promontory  of 
Trevelga  Head  (260ft.),  and  come  upon  the  wide 
stretch  of  beautiful  sands  called  Watergate 
Beach,  above  which  a  fine  hotel,  the  Lanherne, 
has  been  built. 

Thex-e  are  many  other  walks  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood,  which  I  have  not  space  to  mention, 
but  will  now  say  a  word  about  the  fishing. 

Mackerel  and  pollack  are  very  plentiful  from 
July  to  September.  In  November  and  December 
there  should  be  good  sport  with  turbot,  plaice, 
skate,  ray,  conger,  and  whiting,  and  the  herring 
season  lasts  from  October  to  December.  The 


The   Harbode,   Newquay  (Cornwall). 

From  Longley's  "  Winter  Resorts  of  Cornwall." 


year  round,  and  in  perfect  safety,  owing  to  the 
sheltered  position. 
Rev.  C.  S.  Ward,  in  his  extremely  useful 
'  Thorough  Guide  '  to  North  Devon  and  North 
Cornwall,"  tells  us  (and  he  is  no  mean  authority) 
that  "  the  most  characteristic  bit  of  coast  is  that 
adjoining  the  older  part  of  Newquay,  and  seen  to 
perfection  from  the  road  in  front  of  the  Com- 
mercial Hotel.  Imnvediately  below  is  the  little 
harbour,  sheltered  by  the  mass  of  the  Beacon, 
and  eastward  a  succession  of  beautiful  headlands 
and  cliff-girt  coves,  each  with  its  bit  of  sand." 

The  town  is  being  greatly  enlarged  and 
improved,  especially  in  a  westerly  direction 
towards  the  rugged  Fistral  Beach,  where  the  sea 
for  ever  roars,  in  marked  contrast  to  the  calm 
quietude  of  Newquay. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  handsome 
mansions  scattered  round,  the  principal  being 
The  Tower  (the  seat  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Moler- 
worth),  at  the  back  of  the  town. 

The  hotel  accommodation  is  very  plentiful,  the 
Atlantic,  Victoria,  Headland,  and  Great  Western 
being  the  most  important,  while  less  pretentious, 
and  perhaps  more  suitable  for  the  angler,  are 
the  Red  Lion  and  the  Commercial.  The  boarding 
and  lodging-house  accommodation  is  ample  and 
reasonable. 

The  strolls  and  drives  in  the  neighbourhood 
are  many  and  alluring.    By  one  we  can  take  the 


night  netting  for  bass,  peal,  and  plaice  is  a 
favourite  pursuit  with  visitors. 

Rowing  boats  (which  may  be  hired  from  E.  M. 
Trethewey,  Fern  Pit,  East  Pentire,  Newquay)  are 
Is.  6d.  an  hour,  with  man,  and  sailing  boats  10s. 
per  day,  with  man. 

Running  south  of  the  town  into  the  Atlantic  is 
the  river  Gannel,  where,  in  the  season  (July  to 
September),  good  sport  may  be  had  with  grey 
mullet  and  bass. 

#  *          *          *  # 

It  is  impossible  even  to  mention  here  a  tithe  of 
the  beautiful  excursions  that  may  be  made,  such 
as  the  grand  scenery  of  the  Luxulyan  Valley  (rail 
to  Bridge,  and  three  mile  walk) ;  the  huge  masses 
of  the  Roche  Rocks  (rail)  seen  on  the  outward 
journey  from  the  junction  at  Par ;  the  interest- 
ing 'bus  ride  to  Truro,  with  its  fine  cathedral 
(the  first  built  since  the  Reformation),  and  perhaps 
on  by  rail  to  Falmouth;  and  scores  of  others. 

Besides  its  natural  attractions,  Newquay  pos- 
sesses excellent  golf  links  and  well-kept  tennis 
grounds,  as  well  as  reading  rooms,  libraries,  and 
clubs  in  case  of  a  wet  day,  whilst  for  those  who 
are  averse  to  bathing  in  the  open  sea  first-rate 
baths  have  been  opened  on  the  town  beach. 

Altogether,  Newquay  can  well  hold  its  own  with 
better  known  and  more  expensive  resorts,  and  the 
winter  visitor  will  not,  I  opine,  regret  his  sojourn. 

F.  E.  LONQLKT. 
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MR.  SENIOR  ON  THE  PIKE,  AND 
"JOHN  BICKBRDYKB"  ON  THE 
PERCH* 

EvEETBODT  who  knows  Mr.  Senior  will,  I 
think,  agree  with  me  that  Mr.  George  Roller  has 
been  very  happy  in  his  sketch  of  "  Red  Spinner," 
which  forms  the  frontispiece  of  the  new  volume 
o£  Messrs.  Longman's  "  Fur,  Feather,  and  Fin 
Series."  It  is  not  what  the  ladies  call  a  flattering 
likeness.  I  showed  it  to  my  wife  just  now,  hiding 
the  name  under  it,  and  asked  her  who  it  was. 
"  Oh,  it's  Mr.  Senior,  of  course,  but  it  makes 
him  look  too  thin  and  too  sad."  "  Yes,"  I  replied ; 
"  that  is  just  the  beauty  of  it,  it  is  exactly  the 
pseudo-sad  expression  '  Red  Spinner '  puts  on 
when  bemoaning  his  luck."  One  can  fancy  him 
saying  as  he  holds  out  the  fish,  "  Just  my  blessed 
luck.  Here  have  I  been  fishing  all  day  without  a 
run,  and  now  I  have  to  weigh  another  man's  fish 
caught  when  I  asked  him  to  hold  my  rod  while  I 


Pact"  is  then  dealt  with.  On  p.  20  Mr.  Senior 
says :  "  There  are  plenty  of  pike  in  English 
waters  between  201b.  and  301b.,  but  the  largest  of 
modern  times  that  were  until  recently  absolutely 
accepted  as  authentic  were  the  371b.  fish  caught 
by  Mr.  Jardine  in  a  Buckinghamshire  lake,  and  a 
slightly  larger  specimen  sent  over  from  Ireland 
in  1896.  In  these  days  an  181b.  pike  is,  after  all, 
a  very  good  fish  indeed,  and  anything  over  201b. 
should  set  the  fortunate  angler,  if  he  values 
trophies,  thinking  about  the  taxidermist." 

The  Irish  pike  referred  to  by  Mr.  Senior  is, 
I  believe,  one  I  had  sent  to  me  from  Athlone, 
which  is  now  in  a'  case  in  my  house,  a  hen 
fish  and  a  grand  specimen  in  every  way ;  the 
only  defect  it  has  in  my  eyes  is  that  I  did  not 
catch  it,  but  it  is  a  grand  object  lesson  for  my 
four  boys  to  look  up  to,  and,  as  anglers,  to  live  up 
to.  On  the  next  page  Mr.  Senior  quotes  from 
the  F.  G.  of  May  19  last  some  particulars  of 
other  grand  fish  sent  to  me — one  over  401b.  This 


'Bed  Spinnee"  peonounces  it  "Just  Ten  Pounds." 


fiUed  my  pipe  !  Ah,  well — A  time  will  come." 
(Great  emphasis  on  the  "  time  will  come.") 

I  think  Mr.  Senior's  friends  will  treasure  this 
picture — it  fits  in  so  well  with  any  of  the  many 
pithy,  solemn  little  sermons  he  makes  which 
finish  up  with  a  joke  at  which  everybody  roars, 
himseK  included. 

_  One  can  fancy  him,  for  instance,  as  he  holds  the 
pike  up  in  view  of  a  little  knot  of  anglers  on  the 
bank,  beginning  a  sermon  in  this  way  : 

"  Amongst  the  fishes  of  fancy  are  a  brown  pike 
that  embodies  the  Evil  One ;  a  phallical  pike 
with  golden  fins ;  a  pike  begotten  by  the  west 
wind ;  and  students  of  totemism  find  the  pike 
amongst  the  traditions  of  the  Red  Indian  tribes." 

Passing  from  the  "  Pike  of  Fable  and  Fancy," 
dealt  with  in  his  first  chapter,  "  The  Pike  of 

*  "  Pike  and  Perch."  By  Wm.  SeDior,  -with  chapters 
by  "  John  Biokerdyke  "  and  W.  H.  Pope,  and  Cookery  by 
Alex.  Innes  Shand.  London :  Longmans,  Green  and 
Co.  Illustrated. 


week,  in  our  correspondence  columns,  will  be 
found  the  very  modest  record  of  a  grand  take  of 
pike  made  recently  on  Lough  Conn  by  an  angler. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  remember  recording 
such  a  take  with  a  spinning  bait  (spoon). 

Mr.  Senior's  chapter  on  "Pike  Fishing  in 
Lakes  "  is  the  most  interesting  in  the  book.  No 
pike  angler  will  read  it  without  a  feeling  of 
longing  for  the  time  when,  with  some  brother 
enthusiast,  he  is  off  to  spend  another  delightful 
autumn  day  at  some  spot  thus  lovingly  described 
by  "  Red  Spinner  "  : 

"  Around  most  of  the  stately  homes  of  England 
are  the  lovely  estates  which,  preserved  with  little 
alteration  for  hundreds  of  years,  present  glorious 
park  scenery,  the  like  of  which  cannot  be  found  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world,  and  to  these  the 
traveller,  wherever  he  may  roam,  turns  affectionate 
memories,  longing  always  to  return  to  them. 
-Woods  -are  there,  and,  as  a  contrast,  will  generally 
be  found  a  sheet  of  water,  varying^  from  the  rank 


of  a  pond  to  areas  of  hundreds  of  acres  in 
extent.  No  one  has  ever  yet  written  a  book 
dealing  exclusively  with  these  adornments  to 
British  scenery.  They  are  often  unknown  beyond 
a  circumscribed  neighbourhood.  The  angler, 
however,  knows  them  well.    .    .  ." 

I  wish  I  had  space  to  quote  some  of  Mr. 
Senior's  accounts  of  "  Typical  Waters  and  Odd 
Days,"  but  must  content  myself  with  assuring 
my  readers  who  are  pike  anglers  that  3 
they  don't  know  Mr.  Senior  they  will  have 
no  diflSeulty  in  seeing  from  this  book  what  a 
delightful  companion  he  is  on  a  fishing  ex- 
cursion, and  those  who  do  know  him  will  be 
equally  pleased  to  be  reminded  of  the  philo- 
sophic calm  with  which  blank  days  are  fished 
through,  and  the  contagious  enthusiasm  with 
which  even  moderate  sport  is  hailed.  His  cheery 
"  Well,  we  haven't  done  so  badly,  all  things  con- 
sidered," adds  a  lot  of  weight  to  the  fish  caught, 
for  no  angler  ever  had  a  better  way  of  making  the 
best  of  things  than  "  Red  Spinner,"  even  if  the 
sport  has  been  a  long  way  short  of  expectation, 
as  it  too  often  is. 

Although,  undoubtedly,  the  heaviest  pike  are 
taken  in  our  lakes,  I  think  we  shall  all  agree  with 
Mr.  Senior  that  the  best  of  sport  is  to  be  had  in 
river  fishing,  and  I  am  not  at  aU  sure  that  if  such 
a  river  as  the  Shannon,  for  instance,  was  properly 
fished  for  pike  it  would  not  yield  the  biggest  fish. 
I  have  never  yet  fished  the  Shannon,  but  I  have 
often  been  impressed  by  the  tone  of  solemnity  in 
which  Mr.  Jardine  has  told  me  of  the  monsters 
which,  in  his  opinion,  that  grand  river  holds.  In 
whispers,  with  bated  breath,  he  has  told  me  that 
he  is  convinced  there  are  pike  in  the  Shannon 
which — well,  I  should  say  they  almost  frightened 
liinn  to  think  about  them — he,  who  has  killed  more 
big  pike  than  any  man  who  ever  lived,  and  on  such 
tackle,  too !  I  have  met  and  fished  with  many  a 
great  pike  angler,  but  I  never,  as  I  have  often 
said,  met  with  anyone  who  fished  so  fine — i.e., 
with  such  delicate  tackle — for  pike  as  Mr.  Jardine. 
Of  course,  it  is  one  thing  to  fish  with  fine  tackle, 
and  quite  another  to  kiU  great  fish  on  it  as  he 
does. 

The  illustrations  in  this  book  are  all  excellent. 
In  that  facing  p.  86,  we  have  another  portrait  of 
Senior — quite  Napoleonic  in  character.  He  is 
bringing  a  fine  pike  up  to  the  side  of  the  punt, 
where  John  Bickerdyke  is  ready  with  the  gaff. 
Senior  is  evidently  saying,  "  Don't  be  in  a  hurry ; 
there's  plenty  of  time." 

It  goes  without  saying  that  many  a  useful 
hint  as  to  how  to  fish  for  pike  and  perch 
will  be  found  in  this  volume.  Even  the  Canadian 
fisherman  who  laughed  at  Mr.  Senior's  pike  tackle 
was  converted  when  a  245lb.  maskinonge,  or 
"  lunge,"  fell  to  his  rod,  and  "  frankly  explained 
that  he  had  never  seen  the  like  before  in  '  lunge ' 
fishing,  but  that  he  would  adopt  the  system  as 
soon  as  he  could  properly  equip  himself."  The 
maskinonge  is  the  great  pike  of  the  Canadian 
lakes  and  rivers,  sometimes  called  Esox  nohilior, 
and  perhaps  worthy  of  the  name.  I  must  defer 
noticing  the  very  useful  and  practical  contribu- 
tions in  this  work  by  John  Bickerdyke,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Pope,  and  Mr.  Shand  for  the  present,  con- 
tenting myself  in  the  meantime  with  saying  that 
every  angler  who  enjoys  pike  and  perch  fishing 
should  add  it  to  his  library.     R.  B.  Mabston. 


THE  SEASON  ON  THE  DARENTH. 


Feom  the  doleful  accounts  which  some  of  my 
brother  anglers  have  given  me,  and  the  woeful 
lack  of  fish  in  their  creels  on  most  occasions  when 
I  have  met  them  returning  from  our  little  river, 
I  fear  the  verdict  on  sport  this  season  must,  on 
the  whole,  be  adverse,  not  so  much  from  actual 
lack  of  fish  (though  this  is  the  state  of  things  on 
some  of  the  best-known  parts  of  the  river),  but 
by  reason  of  a  shyness  or  a  disinclination  to  feed 
on  flies  which  has  sometimes  been  remarkable. 
On  several  of  the  fisheries  there  are  a  good  many 
dark-colom'ed  fish  of  good  size  which  will  scarcely 
ever  move  to  your  fly.  I  only  rose  one  of  them, 
and  was  so  much  astonished  that  I  struck  hard 
and  got  broken.  It  appears  that  these  fish  are 
mostly  the  native  trout,  old  and  cunning,  and 
they  leave  fly-taking  to  the  newcomers,  rainbows 
and  such-like,  which  are  fairly  plentiful  in  some 
localities. 

As  it  happens  I  have  only  taken  one  rainbow 
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this  season,  and  that  was  my  first  fish,  but  I  have 
heard  of  a  number  of  small  ones  being  caught 
and  returned. 

The  presence  of  small  fish  is  always  a  good 
sign,  but  I  fear  that  young  fario  are  very  scarce 
this  season.  Some  years  I  have  taken  dozens 
which  had  to  be  retui-ned,  notably  from  the  Lion 
water.  This  summer  very  few  seem  to  be  even 
visible,  except  in  one  favoured  spot,  where  they 
absolutely  swarm.  I  mean  the  bit  of  sharp 
stream  in  front  of  the  Plough  at  Eynsford. 

This  stretch  is  now  very  strictly  preserved,  and 
though  it  is  very  tantalising  to  see  so  many  nice 
trout  (for  they  are  not  all  small)  from  the  high 
road,  the  whole  river  must  ultimately  be  benefited 
by  this  severity.  The  worst  of  it  is  that  many  of 
these  fish  must  ultimately  fall  victims  to  the 
night-lines  set  by  the  villagers  at  the  bottom  of 
their  cottage  gardens  a  few  yards  further  down 
the  river,  and  the  great  pains  and  expense 
lavished  on  the  Eynsford  waters  thus  partly 
neutralised.  Of  course,  we  cannot  expect  the 
villagers  to  forego  their  rights,  but  it  seems  a 
pity  that  some  arrangement  cannot  be  made 
whereby  permission  to  fish  fairly  a  certain  stretch 
of  water  should  be  accorded  to  them  in  return  for 
the  abandonment  of  these  rights.  I  know  there 
are  difficulties,  but  it  does  not  seem  impossible. 

Of  course,  the  ideal  way  would  be  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  river  from  Otford  to  Dartford  regu- 
lated by  a  committee  chosen  by  the  riparian 
owners,  in  proportion  to  their  holdings,  but  I  fear 
the  objections  to  this  are  almost  insuperable. 
For  instance,  one  landowner  has  a  mile  or  more 
of  water,  and  another  about  10yds.  How  is  the 
voting  to  be  made  proportionately  fair?  How- 
ever, this  is  a  digression,  and  there  are  still  some 
items  of  interest  to  note  connected  with  the  past 
season. 

One  of  them  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  an  increase  in 
the  pike  in  some  parts  of  the  water.  I  saw  three 
this  season  where  I  saw  only  one  last,  under 
similar  circumstances. 

Down  towards  Dartford,  of  course,  we  expect 
pike,  and  they  cannot  be  got  rid  of,  for  the  deep, 
still  reaches  are  their  natural  homes ;  but  it  was 
not  in  the  lower  part  that  I  saw  these  fish.  In 
fact,  I  do  not  remember  seeing  a  single  pike  on 
the  lower  waters,  though  there  certainly  are  some 
there.  Many  trout  which  were  recently  placed  in 
the  lower  waters  have,  it  is  well  known,  been 
poached,  but  there  are  a  few  very  good  fish  left, 
in  spots  which  I  will  not  particularise. 

The  pollutions  still  go  on,  and  the  water  is 
terribly  foul  as  we  approach  the  Dartford  district, 
but  it  must  be  admitted  that  much  more  care  is 
now  taken  by  the  managers  of  the  mills  that  no 
chemical  matter  which  will  kill  the  trout  shall 
have  ingress.  May  we  be  permitted  to  hope  that 
in  time  the  river  may  regain  its  original  purity  ? 
Certainly  it  is  not  worse  than  last  season,  and  I 
think  it  really  looks  a  little  clearer ;  and  that  the 
deposits  of  black  mud  are  not  being  added  to, 
and  may  therefore  tend  to  disappear. 

The  condition  of  the  fish  is  certainly  a  point  in 
favour  of  the  river.  Among  the  fifteen  or  twenty 
brace  which  I  took  (in  about  as  many  visits) 
there  was  scarcely  a  fish  that  was  decidedly  out 
of  condition.  Certainly  I  fished  very  little  till 
August,  which  may  account  partly  for  the 
circumstance. 

The  average  size  is  also  well  maintained,  those 
I  took  on  the  lower  waters  being  very  even  in 
size,  generally  about  fib.  to  lib.,  and  I  saw 
numbers  of  very  good  fish  in  the  upper  reaches 
near  the  end  of  the  season. 

With  regard  to  flies,  they  have  been  fairly 
plentiful,  the  Olive  Duns  being  more  or  less  in 
evidence  from  April  to  August,  and  the  Sedges 
coming  on  occasionally  at  night.  The  May  Fly 
was  on  for  eight  or  ten  days,  I  believe;  but  I 
only  tried  it  once,  having  generally  found  a  small 
fly,  such  as  the  Governor,  more  successful  even 
when  fish  are  taking  the  May  Fly.  I  rose  a 
number  before  discarding  it,  but  they  were  mostly 
small  fish,  and  not  one  fastened. 

My  best  trout  (lib.  2oz.  and  l^lb.)  were  had 
with  the  Olive,  and  were  returned  to  the  water, 
as  fish  were  scarce  at  that  particular  spot.  The 
Red  Quill  got  me  a  brace  one  evening,  and  the 
Ginger  Hackle  was  also  effective.  The  Goaohman 
and  the  Sedge  were  not  taken  quite  so  well  as 
usual,  though  I  tried  them,  especially  the  last,  in 
the  twilight. 

In  conclusion,   I  would  deprecate  sweeping 


assertions  that  there  are  "  no  fish  left,"  &c.,  while 
admitting  that  it  is  getting  more  and  more 
difficult  to  catch  any,  and  that  blanks  are  far 
from  uncommon  in  my  own  experience. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


ON  THE  TRENT. 


The  afternoon  was  blazing  hot,  the  river 
though  full  was  clear,  and  a  pair  of  anglers  had 
already  possessed  themselves  of  the  best  swim  on 
this  side  for  nearly  two  miles.  Rather,  however, 
than  walk  upstream  to  more  familiar  waters,  we 
halted  opposite  the  first  gap  in  the  thistles  and 
loose-strife,  determined  at  all  events  to  rest,  and 
to  catch  fish  if  they  cost  no  trouble.  What  could 
be  more  absurd  on  such  a  day  than  to  keep  on 
throwing  a  heavily  shotted  line  to  a  swim  about 
20  yards  out,  as  those  two  fellows  were  doing  P 
Their  4lb.  bream  was  a  dear  fish  at  the  price. 
Surely  the  Trent  style  of  fishing  is  only  an 
elaborate  and  toilsome  kind  of  pot-hunting. 
Sowing  a  handful  of  gentles  in  our  plot  of  quiet 
water,  we  began  to  fish  almost  under  our  rod 
tops  in  the  easy,  comfortable  manner  that  the 
south-country  angler  loves.  My  inexperienced 
friend  was  gratified  by  a  plump  roach  almost 
immediately,  and,  in  fact,  before  my  second  fish 
was  caught  he  had  three,  all  bigger  than  mine. 
"  Hullo  !  I'm  beating  you  at  your  own  game,"  was 
his  complacent  remark,  to  which  I  retorted  by 
proving  that  his  next  fish  was  distinctly  under 
the  regulation  length.  After  half  a  dozen  catches 
of  roach  and  sizeable  dace  in  rapid  succession, 
there  came  the  lull  one  might  expect  in  clear 
Trent  water,  when  the  shoal  has  become  aware  of 
a  marauder  near  at  hand.  Or  was  it  the  disturb- 
ance made  by  a  puntful  of  white-robed  damsels, 
which  a  curate  of  poor  physique  was  piteously 
attempting  to  row  downstream  gracefully;  or  a 
boat  manned  by  a  bevy  of  athletic  girls,  and 
steered  by  a  wiser  youth,  that  scared  the  fish  from 
our  inviting  fare  ?  At  any  rate  we  rested  undis- 
turbed by  aught  but  the  bleak,  undisturbed  by  the 
audible  remarks  of  the  white-robed  maidens  that 
"  fishing  is  an  awful  waste  of  time  ;"  and  till  the 
sun  began  to  hasten  westwards,  and  the  breeze  to 
ripple  the  broad  stream,  we  cared  little  whether 
the  roach  were  hungry  or  not.  Meanwhile  the 
two  experts  were  hard  at  work,  and  we  beheld 
them  with  more  admiration  than  envy,  our 
sympathies  being  scarcely  touched  when  one  of 
them,  in  striking  quickly  at  a  small  roach,  broke 
his  rod  in  two  at  the  middle  joint. 

Our  object  in  coming  to  this  remote  end  of  the 
club  water  was  chiefly  to  explore.  So  fixing  up 
the  fly-rod,  I  went  off  presently  to  see  what  was 
the  nature  of  the  lowest  half-mile.  For  nearly  the 
whole  distance  to  the  boundary  post  the  water  is 
fenced  off  by  a  border  of  thick  water-weeds,  and 
quite  inaccessible,  except  in  a  boat,  which  the 
club  rules,  for  some  secret  motive,  prohibit.  In 
one  spot  where  the  weeds  were  thinner,  my  atten- 
tion was  drawn  by  a  dark  object  resembling  a 
sunken  branch  or  a  thick  lily-stem.  Dropping 
my  cast  over  it,  I  saw  the  black  thing  dart  into 
life ;  it  was  nothing  else  than  an  eel ;  and  looking 
further,  I  saw  a  number  of  other  eels  meandering 
about  or  resting  among  the  weeds  or  breaking 
the  surface,  and  apparently  nibbling  at  the  lily 
leaves.  It  would  hardly  have  surprised  me  more 
if  one  had  taken  the  fly. 

Only  under  the  pendent  boughs  of  a  willow 
was  there  a  fishable  spot,  and  there,  by  an 
awkward  left-handed  cast,  I  managed  to  let  the 
fly  drift  under  the  trailing  leaves.  A  fish  seized 
it  under  water — a  chub,  no  doubt — but  striking 
in  an  upstream  direction,  I  missed.  A  few  fish 
rose  at  intervals  out  in  the  open  stream. 

Both  my  comrade  and  the  two  experts  were 
catching  dace  and  roach,  while  my  fly  rod  was  in 
these  circumstances  quite  useless.  Other  bottom 
fishers  were  coming  for  the  quiet  hours  of  the 
gloaming,  among  them  an  old  farmer  whose 
acquaintance  with  the  bed  of  the  river  must  be 
well  nigh  as  extensive  and  accurate  as  with  his 
own  fields,  since  his  favourite  relaxation  from 
youth  up  has  been  the  practice  of  "  slugging." 

Our  train  would  soon  be  due,  but  we  were  loth 
to  go.  How  cool  it  was  ;  after  the  heat  the  very 
air  was  a  bath  of  freshness.  And  here,  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  anglers  clustered  near  the  best 
swim,  the  stillness  was  profound.  The  breeze 
had  fallen,  the  placid  river  was  a  river  of  light 


and  transparent  shades,  the  trees  and  the  solid 
banks  melting  imperceptibly  into  the  liquid 
picture.  Only  the  scamper  of  a  vole  through  the 
reeds  rnSled  the  silence,  or  the  loud  splash  of  an 
ambitious  dace.  Now  a  soft  humming  higher  up 
the  stream  grew  into  a  rythmic  note  that  drew 
my  eyes  aloft  to  where  a  great  swan  was  winging 
past,  his  long  neck  piercing  forward  like  a  javelin 
poised,  and  broad  pinions  beating  the  air  majesti- 
cally. Straight  as  an  arrow  he  flew,  and  the 
throbbing  music  grew  faint  in  the  distance.  But 
now  a  different  music  broke  the  spell ;  the  boats 
were  coming  up  with  the  white-robed  damsels, 
and  quite  a  squadron  of  various  craft  was  afloat 
near  the  boathouse  yonder.  I  joined  my  comrade, 
and  we  fled  across  the  ferry  to  the  distant 
station. 

Little  satisfied  with  the  emptiness  of  our  creels, 
we  determined  to  forestall  the  boats,  at  all  events, 
next  time  we  came  a-fishing.  And  so  a  few 
mornings  later,  when  the  whirr  of  the  mowing 
machine  had  hardly  begun,  we  came  to  the  Trent 
across  fields  so  wet  with  dew  that  our  feet  kicked 
up  a  spoonful  of  water  at  every  step. 

Parting  at  the  railway  bridge,  my  friend  kept 
the  left  bank,  as  best  suited  for  bottom  fishing, 
while  I  crossed  to  the  big  shallow  on  the  right  to 
try  a  cast  for  the  chub.  My  wading  stockings 
were  scarcely  adequate  for  the  Trent.  At  the 
reedy  edge  I  began  to  sink  in  the  ooze,  and  then 
went  out  as  far  as  I  dared  through  a  dense  and 
continuous  growth  of  flannel-weed,  hundred- 
weights of  which  got  entangled  round  my  legs 
and  made  it  extremely  hard  to  walk.  I  could  not 
get  quite  to  the  edge  of  these  roods  upon  roods  of 
weed,  but  could  easily  fish  the  swift  run  of  water 
a  few  yards  in  front,  where  I  knew  by  intuition 
the  chub  were  a-prowling.  My  fly  was  a  huge 
Palmer,  with  bright  red  hackles  and  a  body  of 
scarlet  wool,  which  I  had  put  on  for  the  present 
out  of  sheer  indolence,  for  I  had  a  box  of  eyed 
flies  in  my  pocket,  including  some  big  cater- 
pillars, warranted  by  a  friend  of  mine  to  be  the 
deadliest  fly  on  Trent.  There  was  also  an  Olive 
Dun  on  the  cast,  which  raised  a  few  dace  but  did 
no  execution. 

Making  a  cast  or  two  into  the  air  to  get  line 
out,  I  dropped  my  flies  into  the  open  lane  of 
water  and  let  them  float  downstream.    The  sun 
came  round  the  wooded  bluff  on  the  left  bank, 
and  the  glitter  on  the  water  dazzled  my  eyes  as  I 
followed  my  cast,  and  right  in  the  track  of  light 
there  was  a  rise  that  barely  rippled  the  surface. 
A  good  fish  was  fighting  in  the  strong  current  a 
few  yards  below  me,  and  I  must  lead  him 
upstream,  and  somehow  reach  across  the  flannel 
weed  to  receive  him  into  the  net.   This  was  a 
delicate  business.   He  grazed  the  edge  of  the 
weeds  several  times,  and  nearly  got  underneath, 
but  with  careful  handling  I  soon  netted  a  chub 
weU  over  lib.  in  weight.   Some  fish  were  rising 
in  a  weighty  fashion  at  some  distance  on  my 
right;  but  too  far  off  for  a  long  cast,  and  the 
shortness  of  my  waders  would  not  suffer  me  to 
venture  nearer.   Better  remain  where  I  am,  was 
my  reflection,  it  is  evidently  a  good  run  for 
feeding  fish.   Still  casting  about  the  same  spot, 
now  and  again  shooting  out  the  flies  a  little 
further  upward  or  downward,  I  had  not  long  to 
wait  for  a  pull  on  the  line.   This  time,  in  shifting 
my  ground  so  as  to  get  nearer  the  margin  of  the 
weeds,  and  in  struggling  with  the  fastening  of  my  ^ 
landing-net,  attached  by  a  bit  of  stick  to  my 
creel-strap,  I  felt  a  sudden  coldness  down  my  leg. 
I  had  gone  a  little  too  deep,  and  my  waders  were 
shipping  water ;  but  I  netted  the  fish,  and  a  little 
water  would  do  no  harm  this  summer  morning. 
Next,  hardly  a  yard  from  the  spot  where  the  first 
chub  was  hooked,  my  fly  was  taken  by  a  much 
livelier  fish,  that  danced  about  almost  as  briskly 
as  a  trout  before  I  got  him  under  the  rod-point, 
and  saw  it  was  a  well-fed  perch.   There  was  \ 
nothing  unusual  in  this,  for  my  fly  had  been  - 
recently  tipped  with  a  gentle,  which  had  not  had 
time  to  get  flicked  off ;  and  before  now  I  have 
several  times  hooked  perch  on  chub  flies,  such  as 
Red  Palmers  and  the  Alexandra.    To  unhook  a 
good  perch  with  a  stiff  and  spiny  back-fin  while 
you  stand  thigh-deep  in  water,  holding  a  12ft. 
fly-rod  in  one  hand  and  a  landing-net  in  the  other, 
is  not  a  facile  operation.   I  found  it  distinctly 
awkward,  and  only  managed  it  by  standing  the 
butt-end  of  the  rod  in  a  pocket  of  my  Norfolk 
jacket  and  gripping  the  net  somehow  nu^er  my 
elbow. 
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After  fishing  tlie  tail-end  of  the  big  shallow  as 
far  as  could  be  reached,  I  moved  higher  up ;  but 
the  higher  I  went  the  poorer  was  the  fishing. 
With  one  or  two  more  chub  in  my  creel  I  went  on 
a  furlong  to  the  next  scour.  There,  too,  I  found 
the  fish  were  rising  only  at  the  tail-end,  and  again 
they  were  nearly  all  out  of  reach,  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  shallow  was  more  than  thigh  deep. 
Two  or  three  dace  responded  to  my  invitation, 
and,  thinking  that  the  chub  had  been  disturbed, 
perhaps,  by  a  dozen  village  boys,  who  were  bathing 
at  the  top  of  the  shallow,  I  made  a  fresh  move. 
Walking  on  half  a  mUe  I  came  across  my  com- 
panion, who  also  had  made  a  move.  He  had  been 
catching  dace  and  small  roach  to  any  extent,  but 
was  hankering  after  something  bigger.  Up  here, 
with  the  river  so  full,  there  was  very  little  wading 
to  be  done.  A  most  inviting  shallow  proved  to  be 
cut  off  effectually  by  a  narrow  run  with  muddy 
bottom ;  and  another  place  was  more  treacherous 
still.  Standing  on  something  hard,  I  suddenly 
stepped  down  into  a  hole,  and  found  that  I  was 
entangled  among  the  debris  of  an  old  wall,  of 
which  not  a  stone  remained  on  the  undermined 
bank. 

Near  the  head  of  a  long,  deep  reach  some  fish 
were  rising  among  the  ripples,  and  though  casting 
from  the  high  bank  immediately  scared  them,  I 
thought  a  stealthy  approach  might  be  made  by 
creeping  along  the  water's  edge  under  the  tall 
herbs  and  flowers,  keeping  half  in,  half  out  of  the 
water.  This  plan  was  quite  successful.  A  big, 
fat  dace  took  the  caterpillar  in  a  rippling  stream 
below  the  weeds,  and  I  was  astonished  at  the  sport 
he  made.  Then  fishing  under  the  bank,  I  crept 
near  a  spreading  willow,  whose  trailing  boughs 
were  a  complete  protection  to  a  lot  of  rising  fish, 
and  also  screened  the  mouth  of  a  deep  ditch  that 
emptied  its  sluggish  waters  into  the  Trent. 
Could  I  by  a  skilful  shot  drop  the  fly  quietly  into 
those  few  square  feet  of  water  ?  I  was  not  far 
away,  sheltered  by  the  luxuriant  weeds,  and  I 
placed  the  fly  delicately  and  neatly  just  in  the 
centi-e  of  the  still  pool.  A  long  shadow  moved 
slowly  round,  and  a  black  snout  enveloped  my 
caterpillar.  Striking  gently,  and  pulling  quietly 
and  steadily,  I  led  a  big  chub  out  into  the  stream 
before  he  was  alive  to  anything  unusual,  and  then, 
how  he  did  fluster  about  in  the  swift  current.  I 
was  shouting  for  the  net,  which  had  been  left  with 
my  friend  100  yards  down  the  river.  He  came 
up  running,  and  fixing  the  extra  length  of  handle 
while  he  ran.  But  the  weeds  were  thick  between 
me  and  the  chub,  while  suddenly  I  caught  sight  of 
a  swathe  of  grass  floating  straight  for  my  fish. 
To  right  or  left  there  was  little  room  ;  the  grass 
hitched  for  a  second  on  his  very  nose,  then 
slipped  off  sideways,  and  I  had  him  safe  under 
my  rod  top,  where  I  held  him  with  much  ado 
while  I  reached  back  for  the  net.  There  was  an 
exciting  moment  of  suspense ;  then  I  steered  the 
reluctant  fish  over  it,  and  pulled  out  a  plump 
3-pouiider. 

But  to  fish  the  Trent  properly  with  fly  a  boat  is 
indispensable.  Even  on  the  best  shallow  I  had 
been  unable  to  reach  an  open  run,  where  I  knew 
the  biggest  fish  lay,  in  water  of  moderate  depth 
between  the  strips  of  weed,  for  these  weeds  would 
catch  in  a  long  line  and  cause  a  fatal  drag.  I 
made  up  my  mind  as  we  tramped  home  to  break- 
fast that  a  salmon  rod  would  be  worth  experi- 
menting with,  since  boats  were  forbidden. 

DtTNKERY. 


Occasional  Notes. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

A  FBIEND  who  is  an  excellent  dry  fly  angler, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Easton,  writes :  "  I  do  not  know  how 
you  have  found  the  fishing  this  year.  I  have 
found  it  very  bad.  I  have  only  had  eight  take- 
able  fish  from  Beddington  Corner.  I  took  a  rod 
on  the  Horton  Kirby  water,  but  only  got  ten 
there,  five  of  which  I  caught  one  afternoon. 
They  are  the  most  extraordinary  fish  there  I  ever 
came  across.  I  have  only  seen  one  fish  there  this 
season  rising  properly.  The  others  which  I 
caught  I  just  saw  move,  and  I  have  caught  every 
one  on  the  Mole  Fly.  The  fish  lie  at  the  bottom, 
and  never  seem  to  move,  except  some  which 
tail.  I  cannot  understand  it  at  all.  Tears  ago 
they  used  to  rise  well  on  that  water,  but  why  they 


never  rise  now  I  cannot  make  out.  You  can  go 
there  all  day  and  never  see  a  fish  rise.  They 
seem  all  large  fish.  I  have  not  caught  one  under 
lib.,  and  all  I  have  had  were  in  splendid 
condition.    Strange,  isn't  it  P 

"  I  was  up  at  the  Ouilfail  Hotel  again  this  year, 
and  had  a  few  good  days,  two  or  three  very 
good." 

I  should  be  glad  if  Mr.  Easton  would  give  the 
dressing  of  the  Mole  Fly. 


The  accompanying  illustration  is  of  a  new  reel 
which  has  just  been  brought  out  by  Messrs. 
Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire,  called  "  The 
Up-to-date  Dry- Fly  Reel."   It  is  claimed  that : 

"  It  is  one  of  the  lightest  and  atrongeet  reels  yet  made. 
It  hag  no  cross  bars ;  it  revolves  on  a  centre  pin.  It  ia 
ventilated,  and  will  dry  the  line  on  the  reel  aa  well  as  any 
reel  can." 

It  is  made  in  brass  and  aluminium,  and  is 
not  only  very  light  and  extremely  simple,  but 


extremely  strong ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  it  wiU  be  greatly  appreciated,  not  only  by  fly 
fishers,  but  by  anglers  generally. 

I  would  suggest  to  Messrs  Foster  that  with  an 
aluminium  barrel  it  would  make  an  admirable 
"  Nottingham  "  Reel — of  course,  made  to  run  very 
freely.  In  the  sample  sent  to  me  the  check  is 
noiseless,  and  is  just  the  right  pull  for  dry-fly 
fishing  with  a  single-handed  rod. 

The  "  Up-to-date  "  is  certainly  one  of  the  best 
reels  I  have  ever  seen. 


An  Eel  Sucks  Eggs. 

A  correspondent,  signing  himself  "  Blue 
Upright,"  sends  me  the  following  very  interesting 
note  from  the  Glasgow  Weekly  Herald.  I  know 
eels  will  eat  trout  eggs  and  fry,  but  I  never  heard 
before  of  their  coming  out  of  the  water  to  rob 
birds'  nests  and  suck  the  eggs. 

"  An  angler,  a  few  nights  ago,  at  Elba,  on  the 
Whitadder,  found  an  eel  ashore  and  quietly 
sucking  eggs  in  a  water-hen's  nest.  It  had 
sucked  two  eggs,  and  was  busy  with  the  third 
when  its  discoverer  despatched  it.  The  eel 
measured  2ft.  in  length.  Can  any  naturalist 
give  similar  experiences  ?  " 


As  nice  a  basket  of  perch  as  I  have  heard  of  for 
some  time  was  taken  on  Oct.  11  by  Mr.  Kentish,  of 
Newport  Pagnell,  fishing  in  the  Oase  in  public 
water.  Mr.  K.  took  four  brace  of  perch  in  less  than 
two  hours,  of  the  following  weights :  21b.  4oz., 
lib.  12oz.,  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  8oz.,  lib.  loz.,  12oz., 
lOoz.,  lOoz.  Total,  over  101b.  The  fish  were 
taken  with  gudgeon,  and  are  being  set  up  by  Mr. 
Cook,  of  Newport  Pagnell.  I  congratulate  Mr. 
Kentish  on  such  a  nice  basket  of  river  perch. 


It  is  pleasant  to  get  letters  written  in  such  a 
kindly  spirit  as  one  from  which  the  following 
extracts  are  taken :  "  Dear  Sir, — Your  name  and 
paper  is  as  familiar  to  me  as  anything  I've  been 


acquainted  with  these  last  twenty  years,  though 
to  you  I  must  be  utterly  unknown. 

"  I  have  the  advantage  of  you.  I  seem  like 
writing  to  an  old  angling  friend,  whose  thoughts 
and  ways  1  well  know,  and  whose  writings  I 
always  appreciate.  Come  to  think  of  it,  there 
must  be  thousands  like  me,  who  could  almost 
declare  they  had  fished  with  you  many  a  time, 
and  we  could  all,  I  doubt  not,  send  you  sincere 
congratulations  and  many  thanks,  besides  regards 
and  wishes  of  the  solid  sort — Believe  me,  Dear 
Sir,  sincerely  and  faithfully,  J.  B  " 

R.  B.  Mabstoit. 


A  FAIR  ANGLER. 


I  WAS  a  bold,  brave  man,  and  an  audacious 
angler  to  boot,  when  I  solemnly  and  sincerely 
promised  and  avowed  that  on  the  very  first 
favourable  opportunity  which  presented  itself  I 
would  take  a  fair  and  very  near  relative — a  sister 
of  the  rod — with  me  on  a  fishing  expedition  to  a 
stream  on  whose  banks  I  had  spent  solus  many 
jolly  days,  and  in  the  waters  of  which  I  had  creeled 
grand  baskets  of  beautiful  roach.  But,  after  all, 
why  should  not  ladies  angle  with  rod,  line,  and 
hook,  as  weU  as  with  comely  looks,  bright, 
sparkling  eyes,  vivacious  prattle,  and  the  thousand- 
and-one  attractions  which  they  possess,  and  with 
which  they  try  (seldom,  be  it  also  remembered, 
failing  in  the  endeavour)  to  hook  we  poor  gudgeon 
men,  who,  as  someone,  whose  name  I  have  for  the 
moment  forgotten,  says,  are  "  every  woman's  easy 
prey."  If  they  are  such  masterpieces,  whicb 
nobody  wiU  deny,  at  landing,  let  it  be  hoped, 
worthy  men  as  counsellors — the  best  friends  they 
ever  bad — surely  if  once  they  were  to  enter  the 
piscatorial  lists  the  pisces  would  not  stand  the 
ghost  of  a  chance,  and  the  male  followers  of  Old 
Izaak  would  be  relegated  to  a  very  low  place  in 
the  class.  I  do  not  desire  to  see  ladies  dressed 
like  a  Venus  Emancipata,  arrayed  in  trous —  (no, 
divided  skirts,  I  suppose,  they  must  be),  bicycle 
hose,  and  thick  boots,  Norfolk  jacket,  shirt — or, 
to  be  quite  accurate,  "  dickey,"  tie,  and  soft  cap, 
all  complete — lining  the  banks  of  a  favourite 
trout  stream ;  but,  all  the  same,  I  do  not  see  why, 
dressed  in  rational  garb,  they  should  not  indulge 
more  than  they  do  in  the  seductive  art  of  fishing 
as  well  as  their  masculine  admirers. 

But  I  must  come  to  a  fuU  stop  over  this  intro- 
ductory matter,  or  my  contribution  will  be 
uncommonly  like  a  lady's  letter — all  the  "  opera- 
tive part,"  as  the  lawyers  would  say,  being  in  the 
postscript. 

The  momentous  day  arrived.  The  sun  rose  in 
a  clear  sky,  and  not  a  vestige  of  cloud  was  visible. 
Fine  weather  was  assured,  for  it  was  one  of  those 
grand  September  mornings  which  have  been  the 
talk  o'  the  hills  in  this  year  1900.  The  stream 
was  duly  reached  without  adventure,  and  was  one 
of  those  tributaries  of  dear  old  Thames — the  most 
lov'd  of  all  the  ocean's  sons.  My  fair  pupil 
promised  implicit  obedience  to  all  instructions  I 
might  deign  to  give  her.  She  would  not  walk 
about  the  banks  and  display  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fish — there  were  no  male  creatures  about  save  my- 
self to  admire  her  charms — in  the  beautiful  clear 
water  her  latest  light-coloured  costume  in  dainty 
muslin;  if  once  this  came  within  the  range  of 
their  vision  it  would  have  been  good-bye  to  every 
roach,  chub,  or  dace  vdthin  10yds.  of  her.  She 
had  with  her  the  latest  work  of  fiction,  and  would 
sit  as  still  as  a  mouse  under  the  nearest  tree  and 
dive  into  it,  leaving  me  in  peace  to  catch  roach. 
So  she  said,  and  doubtless  meant,  at  the  time. 
She  was  as  good  as  her  word  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  but  either  the  plot  was  poor  or  the  loveli- 
ness of  the  morning  seemed  to  cry  shame  at  novel 
reading,  for  thirty  minutes  had  not  slipped  by 
before  my  ladybird  became  considerably  more 
interested  in  fishing  than  in  her  book.  Interest 
quickly  grew  deepened  into  a  desire  to  try  her 
hand,  for  sure  she  was  that  if  only  she  had 
rod,  line,  and  a  tiny  hook  she  would  quickly 
render  material  assistance  towards  filling  the 
basket.  The  necessary  tackle  was  forthcoming. 
I  confess  that  I  was  mean  enough  to  put  on  a  gut 
bottom  strong  enough  to  permit  of  a  pound  roach 
being  hauled  willy-nilly  out  of  the  water,  and, 
after  describing  a  half  circle  in  the  air,  coming 
to  a  full  stop  on  the  greensward  behind  the 
performer  with  a  dvill  thud.  The  rod,  I  say, 
would  stand  all  this,  and  a  little  more.    Of  this  I 
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was  well  assured  before  I  handed  the  deadly- 
weapon  to  my  scholar.  I  baited  the  hook  with 
gentles,  threw  in  a  little  groundbait,  and,  having 
given  particular  instructions  to  the  learner  to 
shout  if  she  hooked  a  fish,  the  bottom,  or  herself, 
I  left  her  to  the  swim. 

Every  now  and  again  I  could  hear  the  bang  of 
the  float  as  it  fell  upon  the  water,  but  not  the 
splash  of  a  fish.    One  fingerling  I  caught  sight  of 
for  an  instant  flying  into  space.     Luckily,  it 
dropped  off  the  hook  into  the  water,  saving  one 
the  trouble  of  returning  it,  if  it  survived  the  fall 
it  would  have  sustained  when  it  reached  terra 
4rma  after  its  aerial  journey.  I  did  not  see  a  h\h. 
or  a  lib.  roach  imitate  a  flying  fish,  whereat  I  was 
not  particularly  surprised.    I  had  a  call,  however, 
which  made  me  run  with  a  landing-net  at  my 
best  speed  to  the  assistance  of  my  pupil,  only  to 
find  that  the  sharp  crystal  had  caught  the 
inexperienced  operator.    I  was  naturally  called 
upon  to  undertake  the  office  of  surgeon  and 
extract  it  with  the  least  injury  to  the  fabric 
forming  that  article  of  feminine  apparel  termed 
a  blouse.    That  crystal,  I  am  convinced,  would 
never   have   stuck   in   the  mouth  of   a  fish 
as  it  did  in  the  aforesaid  blouse,  but  after 
tugging  and  tugging  I  finally  got  the  offending 
hook  out  without  leaving  a  hole  bigger  than  a 
sixpenny  piece,  and  congratulated  myself  on  the 
splendid  job  I  had  made  of  it.    After  this  things 
went  altogether  wrong.    The  line  persisted  in 
getting  entangled  in  a  bush  close  by ;  then  the 
float  and  bottom  were  hung  up  in  a  willow  tree, 
and  a  battle  royal  ensued  between  the  line  and  the 
branch  round  which  the  line  had  entwined  itself — 
the  fair  one  holding  the  rod  the  while — to  see  which 
was  the  stronger.    The  line  naturally  came  off 
second  best,  and  ultimately,  after  a  considerable 
amount  of  pulling,  fell  to  the  ground  minus  the 
hook.     Another  bright    crystal  was  speedily 
attached,  but  it  only  brought  to  bank  various 
curious  samples  of   weeds,  sticks,  half-rotten 
branches  of  trees,  and  other  trifles  which  had 
found  their  way  into  the  swim.    But  these  initial 
difficulties  having  been  successfully  overcome,  the 
excitement  calmed  down.     StiU,   although  it 
appeared  to  my  pupil  quite  easy  to  catch  roach 
when  the  float  disappeared,  yet,  do  what  she 
could,  she  was  not  able  to  persuade  a  roach,  or 
any  other  fish  for  the  matter  of  that,  to  pull 
down  her  red-tipped  quill  and  give  her  a  solitary 
chance  of  hooking  one.    I  rather  fancy  myself 
that  the  wary  redfins  in  the  pellucid  stream  had 
caught  sight  of  her  slender  form  more  than  once, 
and  had  retired  out  of  danger  under  the  shelter 
of  some  overhanging  willows  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river. 

But  something,  of  course,  must  be  made  the 
scapegoat,  and  the  tools  were  blamed  for  the 
lack  of  sport.    There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to 
hand  my  long,  light  rod  and  delicate  tackle  to  the 
fair  one.    This  I  did  with  the  best  grace  I  could, 
but,  all  the  same,  in  fear  and  trembling.  The 
roach  were  biting  freely,  and  not  only  did  I  give 
up  my  rod  and  relinquish  my  swim,  but  under- 
took, good  natured  as  I  was,  to  act  as  gillie,  renew 
the  bait  when  required,  unhook  any  fish  which 
might  be  caught,  and  attend  to  my  lady's  wants 
in  every  way.    Soon  the  float  went  under,  and  I 
fully  expected  to  find  the  roach  which  was  on 
whizzing  about  my  ears,  or  else  hear  an  ominous 
crack,  denoting  that  the  thin  top  joint  had 
snapped  under  the  unusual  strain  of  hoisting  a 
|lb.  fish  out  of  the  water  by  brute  force.  But 
neither  of  these  events  came  to  pass.    The  strike 
was  really  an  artistic  one,  and  although  the  roach 
was  dragged  a  bit  to  the  net  I  held  in  readiness 
to  receive  it,  yet  for  a  first  attempt  there  was  not 
much  to  make  any  bones  about.    Strange  to  tell, 
four  or  five  more  roach,  some  weighing  fib., 
followed  suit ;  for  as  a  dainty  morsel  of  crust  was 
used  in  place  of  the  bunch  of  gentles  with  which 
my  pupil  began  the  fray,  very  few  bites  were 
missed.    To  wind  up  with  a  good  l|lb.  fish, 
judging  by  the  way  it  played,  was  hooked.  I 
made  a  sudden  grab  at  the  rod  (despite  the 
earnest  protestations  of  my  companion,  who 
expressed  herself  as  perfectly  competent  to  deal 
with  the  fish)  in  order  to  bring,  perhaps,  a  little 
more  skill  to  bear  upon  the  playing  and  landing 
of  the  prize  than  the  lady  possessed  {vanitas 
vanitatum  omnia  vanitas),  but  the  fish  did  not 
hold  on.    The  hook  came  away,  and  then  the 
roach  ceased  feeding  altogether.   So  ended  the 
first  lesson  I  have  ever  given  to  a  lady  in  the 


elegant  art  of  catching  roach.  I  am  asked  to 
continue  the  course  of  instruction  at  some  future 
date,  and  no  doubt  I  shall  have  to  do  so. 

No  (this  to  the  inquisitive  ones  amongst  my 
readers),  I  did  not  fall  in  love  with  and  marry  my 
fair  fisherwoman.  I  had  already  done  that  years 
before,  if  you  really  want  to  know  the  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  concerning 
this  little  matter.  H.  A.  R 


FINE  SPORT  AMONG 
SALMON. 


CANADIAN 


Salmon  anglers  will  be  interested  in  the 
following  account  of  salmon  angling  in  Canada 
by  Mr.  A.  N.  Chieney  in  Forest  and  Stream 
—Ed.  F.G. 

A  Salmon  Score. 
One  day  in  August,  as  I  was  going  to  my  train 
in  Albany,  I  met  Mr.  Wm.  Sage  on  the  platform 
also  waiting  for  a  train.    As  both  our  trains 
proved  to  be  ten  minutes  late,  we  indulged  in  talk 
aboiat  salmon  fishing,  for  I  had  last  seen  him  on 
the  Ristigouche  river,  in  Canada.    Soon  after 
made  a  note  of  what  he  told  me  about  the  late 
salmon  fishing,  but  he  told  me  another  thing 
about  which  I  could  not  make  a  note,  as  it  lacked 
essential  details,  and  this  was  that  Mr.  John  S. 
Kennedy,  president  of  the  Ristigouche  Salmon 
Club,  had  made  a  remarkable  score  of  salmon 
killed  on  the  Ristigouche  and  the  Cascapedia, 
a,nd  that  on  three  different  days  he  had  killed  his 
limit  of  eight  salmon.    The  essential  details  that 
I  refer  to  were  the  total  numbers  of  fish,  weights, 
&c.,  and  not  until  I  was  in  New  York  last  week 
was  I  able  to  supply  them,  and  now  give  the 
score  complete  to  the  readers  of  Forest  and 
Stream.    The  score  tells  its  own  story,  and  I  only 
call  attention  to  the  number  of  fish  killed  on  the 
J ock  Scott  fly.    A  total  of  eighty-eight  fish,  and 
fifty-six  fell  to  the  Jock  Scott.    Of  the  remain- 
ing thirty-two  salmon  twenty  were  killed  on 
Silver  Doctor,  seven  on  Dusty  Miller,  three  on 
Black  Dose,  and  two  on  Silver  Grey,  provided  I 
have  counted  and  figured  correctly.    First  I  give 
Mr.  Kennedy's  score  on  the 


June. 


Ristigouche. 


Dusty  Miller. 
Dusty  Miller. 
Silver  Doctor. 
Jock  Scott. 


Silver  Doctor. 
Silver  Doctor. 

Jock  Scott. 


13.  Adam's  Run,  one,  211b.,  p.m  ,  Jock  Scott. 

15.  Main  Pool,  one,  211b.,  a.m.,  Silver  Doctor. 

16.  Main  Pool,  one,  22Ib.,  a.m..  Dusty  Miller. 
15.  Maiu  Pool,  one,  221b  ,  a  m  ,  Duaty  Miller. 
15.  Main  Pool,  one,  241b.,  p.m., 
15.  Main  Pool,  one,  221b.,  p.m 

15.  Main  Pool,  one,  241b.,  p.m., 

16.  Main  Pool,  one,  261b.,  a.m., 
16.  Main  Pool,  one,  181b.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
16.  Main  Pool,  one,  141b  ,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
16.  Main  Pool,  one,  191b.,  p.m., 

16.  Main  Pool,  one,  201b.,  p  m., 

17.  Sunday. 

18.  Rock  Pool,  one,  I91b.,  a  m  . 

18.  Rock  Pool,  one,  251b.,  p  m.i  Jock  Scott. 
July. 

5.  Main  Pool,  one,  221b.,  a.m..  Black  Dose. 
5.  Main  Pool,  one,  91b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
Total,  sixteen  Esh,  3281b. 

The  sixteen  salmon  averaged  20^1b.  Six  kelts 
were  landed  and  returned  to  the  river.  Mr. 
Kennedy  left  the  Ristigouche  Salmon  Club,  at 
Metapedia,  on  the  morning  of  June  19,  and 
arrived  at  Cascapedia  Club  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day.  He  returned  to  Ristigouche  Salmon 
Club  July  4,  which  accounts  for  the  two  fish 
recorded  on  July  5. 

Cascapbdia  Riveb. 

Jane. 

19.  Duffy's,  one,  261b.,  p.m.,  Silver  Doctor. 

20.  Rock  Pool,  one,  261b.,  a.m.,  Dusty  Miller. 
20.  Duffy's,  one,  231b.,  p.m..  Dusty  Miller. 

20.  Ledge,  one,  231b.,  p  m.,  Silver  Doctor. 

21.  Duffy's,  one,  211b.,  a.m..  Silver  Doctor. 
21.  Tent,  one,  191b.,  a.m.,  Silver  Doctor. 
21.  Duffy's,  one.  25lb.,  p.m..  Silver  Doctor. 
21.  Ledge,  one,  30lb.,  p.m.,  Silver  Doctor. 
21.  Rock,  one,  261b.,  p  m..  Silver  Doctor. 

21.  Rock,  one,  17lb.,  Silver  Doctor. 

22.  Rock,  one,  361b.,  a.m.,  Silver  Doctor. 

22.  Duffy's,  one,  241b.,  p.m..  Silver  Doctor. 

23.  Home,  one,  181b.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
23.  Duffy's,  one,  26lb.,  p.m..  Silver  Grey. 

23.  Ledge,  one,  251b.,  p  m.,  Silver  Grey. 

24.  Sunday. 

25.  Maple,  one,  26lb.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

26.  Maple,  one,  351b.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
25.  Maple,  one,  311b.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
25.  Maple,  one,  291b.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 


June. 

25.  Maple,  one,  34lb.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
25.  Maple,  one,  211b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
25.  Maple,  one,  251b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

25.  Maple,  one,  281b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

26.  Limestone,  one,  24lb.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
26.  Limestone,  one,  351b.,  a.m  ,  Jock  Scott. 
26.  Limestone,  one,  22tb.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
26.  Limestone,  one,  281b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
20.  Limestone,  one,  13lb.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
26.  Limestone,  one,  261b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

26.  Limestone,  one,  401b.,  p  m.,  Jock  Scott. 
26  Limestone,  one,  401b.,  p  m.,  Jock  Scott. 

27.  Turner's  Brook,  one,  231b.,  a  m.,  Jock  Scott. 
27.  Big  Camp,  one,  281b.,  p  m.,  Jock  Scott. 
27.  Big  Camp,  one,  311b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

27.  Big  Camp,  one,  321b.,  p.m..  Silver  Doctor. 
28  Almonds,  one,  281b.,  a.m  ,  Jock  Scott. 

28.  AltQonds,  one,  341b.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
28.  Almonds,  one,  351b.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
28.  Almonds,  one,  421b  ,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
28.  Almonds,  one,  231b.,  p  m.,  Jock  Scott. 
28  Almonds,  one,  221b.,  p  m  ,  Jock  Scott. 
28.  Almonds,  one,  201b.,  p  m.,  Jock  Scott. 

28.  Almonds,  one,  lllb.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

29.  Almonds,  one,  29ib.,  a.m  ,  Jock  Scott. 
29.  Almonds,  one,  311b.,  a  m.,  Jock  Scott. 
29.  Almonds,  one,  391b.,  a.m  ,  Jock  Scott. 
29.  Captain's,  one,  251b  ,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
29.  Big  Camp,  one,  291b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
29.  Big  Camp,  one,  271b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

29.  Big  Camp,  one,  261b.,  p.m..  Silver  Doctor. 
80.  Joe  Martin's,  one,  441b.,  a.m..  Dusty  Miller. 

30.  Joe  Martin's,  one,  33lb.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
30.  Joe  Martin's,  one,  261b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
30.  .Toe  Martin's,  one,  33lb.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
30.  Joe  Martin's,  one,  101b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
30.  Joe  Martin's,  one,  371b  ,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
30.  Joe  Martin's,  one,  261b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
30.  Captain's,  one,  391b.,  p.m..  Silver  Doctor. 

July. 

1.  Sunday. 

2.  Almonds,  one,  24lb.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
2.  Almonds,  one,  13lb.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
2.  Almonds,  one,  19lb,,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
2.  Almonde,  one,  251b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
2.  Almonds,  one,  14lb.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
2  Almonds,  one,  251b.,  p.m.,  Silver  Doctor. 

Total,  sixty-four  fish,  17251b. 

This  produces  an  average  of  26  61-64  lb.  per 
fish.  The  score  shows  that  on  four  separate  days 
June  25,  26,  28,  and  30— Mr.  Kennedy  killed 
the  limit  of  eight  fish.  Mr.  Kennedy  had  a  guest 
on  the  Cascapedia  who  killed  eight  fish,  as 
follows : 

June. 

30.  Leap  Pool,  one,  26ib.,  p.m.,  Silver  Dootcr. 

31.  Leap  Pool,  one,  29lb.,  p.m.,  Silver  Doctor. 
July. 

1.  Sunday. 

2.  Captain's,  one,  4llb.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

2.  Captain's,  one,  261b  ,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

3.  Doctor's,  one,  31lb.,  a.m.,  Black  Dose. 
3.  Doctor's,  one,  301b.,  a.m.,  Black  Dose. 
3.  Almcnd's,  one,  251b.,  a.m.,  Jock  Scott. 
3.  Big  Camp,  one,  341b.,  p.m.,  Jock  Scott. 

Total,  eight  fish,  2421b. 
Average,  30ilb. 

Mr.  Kennedy's  score  on  the  Cascapedia  wil 
furnish  one  given  to  figures  considerable  amuse., 
ment.  The  four  days  on  which  he  killed  the  limii 
of  fish  the  eight  salmon  weighed  respectiveh 
2291b.,  2281b.,  2151b.,  and  2481b.,  or  an  average  pei 
day  of  28|lb.,  28ilb.,  26|lb.,  and  311b.,  but  oneacl 
of  three  days  the  average  was  brought  down  by  a 
small  fish,  viz. :  131b.  on  the  second  day,  lllb.  on 
the  third  day,  and  101b.  on  the  fourth  day.  On 
this  day,  too,  the  extremes  met,  the  largest  fish 
441b.,  and  the  smallest  fish  101b.  The  29th  waa 
almost  a  limit  day,  with  seven  fish  of  2061b.,  an 
average  of  29  3-7lb.  There  were  five  fish  killed' 
weighing  each  401b.  or  more,  and  four  were  killed 
on  a  Jock  Scott  and  one  on  a  Dusty  Miller,  but  I 
must  leave  further  figuring  to  others,  as  the  score 
will  speak  for  itself. 

Readers  of  Forest  and  Stream  may  recall  a  score 
I  gave,  made  by  Mr.  James  Barnes  Baker,  a| 
nephew  of  Mr.  Kennedy's,  a  few  years  ago  in  the 
Cascapedia.   I  lost  the  score,  and  only  recently 
found  it  again,  and  it  is  well  worth  reprinting,  for 
I  doubt  if  it  was  ever  equalled,  and  probably  will  i 
not  be  duplicated,  except  possibly  on  the  same| 
river.    Mr.  Baker,  in  one  day,  killed  seven  salmon ! 
weighing  281b.,  301b.,  351b.,  351b., 381b.,  401b.,  and* 
411b.,  or  a  total  of  2471b.,  making  an  average  of 
35  2-71b." 


To  Fly  Dbisskes,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  28.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices ;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  ahd  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Oazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  np-to-date  Pocket  Ma)iaalcan  be  had, 
p»Bt  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Varston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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A  DACE  DAY. 


"  Not  twenty  miles  from  Charing  Cross,"  an 
oft-repeated  phrase,  and  one  of  good  significance 
to  the  desk-cribbed  London  angler.  It  is  one  of 
those  private  waters  whereon  generosity  allows  as 
many  strangers  to  angle  as  can  fish,  without  over- 
fishing, the  stream.  A  short  train  journey  and  a 
two-mile  walk,  leading  through  an  old  world 
village  of  a  type  which  ought  to  be  100  miles 
from  anywhere,  bring  the  ticket  holder  to  the 
river,  a  clean,  fishy  little  stream,  running  more 
swiftly  than  is  the  wont  of  streams  within  twenty 
miles  of  Charing  Cross. 

A  lane  runs  by  the  waterside  as  far  as  the 
bridge.  Here  the  amphibious  river  weeds  grow 
luxuriantly,  and  the  current  hurries  in  long,  deep 
pools  between  waving  masses  of  subaqueous 
vegetation.  As  you  walk  quietly  along  you  can 
see  fish :  little  jack  in  the  weedy  places,  dace  in 
the  sparkling  shallows,  and  here  and  there  a  fat, 
lethargic  trout  taking  his  ease.  The  lane  ends  at 
a  bridge,  where  the  millstream  and  the  river  join. 
Between  you  and  the  mill  lies  a  wide  piece  of 
water,  leaping  and  bustling  and  scrambling  as  it 
leaves  the  wheels,  gradually  quieting  down  to  a 
wide,  reed-fringed  pool.  I  was  there  with  a 
fellow  fisherman  a  few  weeks  ago,  with  a  variety 
of  tackle  and  a  whole  holiday.  We  wandered 
round  to  the  mill,  and  looked  into  its  turbu- 
lent current.  Here,  they  tell  me,  are  big 
liarbel  and  large  trout.  Then  we  strolled 
to  the  backwater — reedy,  washy  pool — where, 
if  you  spin,  there  are  many  jack,  but  no  large 
ones.  We  came  back  to  the  bridge,  and  each  of 
us  put  up  a  small  trout  rod  and  two  flies  on 
delicate  gut.  Not  knowing  exactly  what  flies  to 
use,  I  started  on  chance  with  a  March  Brown  and 
a  Red  Palmer,  both  very  small.  There  had  been 
no  one  in  sight  when  we  first  amved,  but  sud- 
denly, from  nowhere  in  particular,  appeared  a  lad 
in  the  corner  where  the  main  stream  and  the  mill 
water  join.  Wading  thigh-deep  and  bare-legged, 
with  a  school  cap  on  his  head  and  a  fishmonger's 
mat  basket  at  his  side,  he  was  spinning  a  minnow 
in  between  the  weed  patches  of  the  pool.  I 
watched  him  for  a  while  from  the  bridge  till  he 
slew  a  little  jack  of  21b.  weight,  and  then  turned 
to  my  own  business.  My  companion  (whose 
patronymic  is  Power,  and  who  answers  to  the 
name  of  "  More  Power  ")  was  at  it  already,  whip- 
ping down  the  stream.  He  is  one  of  those  good 
anglers,  who  know  how  to  do  everything,  and  do 
it ;  so  I  spake  with  him,  and  took  his  counsel  into 
my  mind,  and  began  to  throw  my  fly.  It  was  a 
day  of  perfect  serenity.  A  gentle  breeze  tempered 
the  sun's  fervour,  and  now  and  again  a  light 
cloud  came  to  break  the  monotony  of  sunshine. 
The  dace  were  rising  casually,  and  More  Power 
ifihouted  to  me  that  he  had  broken  blank,  holding 
•up  a  little  fellow  of  a  few  ounces  weight. 

The  stream  is  wide  and  shallow,  and  one  could  see 
the  shoals  of  dace  here  and  there  in  the  clear  water. 
The  whim  took  me  to  explore  the  further  side  of  the 
river,  which  I  could  not  reach  with  my  fly,  so  I  waded 
into  the  stream.  I  had  no  idea  that  water  could 
be  so  cold  on  so  hot  a  day  !  but  I  conquered  the 
numbness,  and  fished  the  further  water.  I  have 
never  seen  a  river  so  full  of  life.  Shoal  upon 
shoal  passed  me,  fish  after  fish  rose  at  me  ;  the 
water  was  creeping  with  dace.  Now  listlessly 
hanging  in  the  current,  now  lazily  turning  to 
another  portion  of  the  stream,  now  darting  oW 
with  a  lightning  flash  as  they  were  startled,  the 
Bwarms  of  fish  seemed  to  be  innumerable.  They 
rose  at  my  fly,  too,  in  plenty.  It  took  me  some 
time  to  get  the  knack  of  their  rises.  A  dace  is 
an  extraordinarily  quick  fish,  A  sea  trout  rising 
to  a  wet  fly  is  quick  enough  ;  yet  the  "  rise  "  of  a 
dace  is  often  as  not  the  splash  of  his  tail  in  the 
water  as  he  returns  after  instantly  spuing  out  the 
creature  whose  hard  backbone  made  him  distrust- 
ful of  its  economic  value  as  a  foodstufB.  But  if 
you  remember  that  you  are  not  fly  fishing  for 
trout,  and  keep  a  light,  quick  hand,  you  will  get 
on  all  right.  So  after  a  while  I  remembered,  and 
began  to  catch  them  and  pouch  them.  Look  at  a 
dace  in  the  stream,  and  he  seems  a  dingy  brown. 
Look  at  him  in  your  handj  surely  no  fish  that 
swims  has  such  brilliant  scales  of  glittering 
argent. 

1  fished  some  way  down  the  stream,  between  a 
long  tree-clad  island  and  a  bank  fringed  with  oak 
?ind  alder.  But  though  the  fish  were  there,  they 
did  not  seem  to  rise  so  well  in  the  shade.  I 


whipped  my  way  back  to  where  my  friend  was 
fishing.    He  had  hardly  moved  from  the  spot 
where  I  left  him.   They  were  rising  there  like 
fun  he  told  me,  and  produced  a  dozen  nice  dace. 
I  had  taken  seven,  besides  three  or  four  small 
ones  returned  to  the  water.   All  mine,  with  one 
exception,  were  taken  on  the  Red  Palmer,  and 
More  Power  had  killed  the  majority  of  his  on  a 
fly  of  very  similar  pattern  and  colour.   So  I 
climbed  out  of  the  water  and  resumed  my  foot- 
gear, and  replaced  the  March  Brown  by  a  small, 
nondescript  red  fly,    "  High  noon  "  had  long  ago 
given  place  to  afternoon,  and  a  lot  of  lads,  early 
released  from  work,  came  down  to  the  river. 
One  of  them  was  intent  on  minnows.   He  had 
one  of  those  shallow  circular  nets  attached  by 
four  equal  cords  on  the  circumference  to  a  rope 
above  the  centre.   It  is  a  capital  and  not  un- 
common minnow  trap.    The  procedure  is  sim- 
plicity itself.    Tou  let  the  net  down  a  foot  into 
the  water,  and  when  a  suSicient  number  of 
minnows  are  swimming  over  it  you  pull  it  up 
with  a  sudden  jerk — and  then  transfer  your 
prisoners  to  a  glass  jampot !    With  perseverance 
one  might  catch  a  gross  in  an  hour.    Now  there 
began  to  put  in  an  appearance  one  or  two 
fishermen — City  men,  from  the  look  of  them,  who 
had  a  half -holiday,  and  had  just  changed  out  of 
frock-coat  and  silk  hat.    They  were  all  fly  fishers. 
But  we  had  with  us  a  tin  of  gentles,  and  as  a 
variety  let  the  stream  take  down  a  bunch  of  them 
on  a  hook.   A  decent  dace  took  the  bait,  and 
then  another,  but  gentling  is  a  pastime  which  is 
apt  to  pall  if  the  fly  is  possible.    It  was  very 
pleasant  hanging  over  the  bridge  rail,  and  watch- 
ing the  fish  beneath.    More  Power,  who  had  been 
devouring  bread  and  cheese,  threw  down  a  crumb ; 
you  could  see  the  fish  make  a  dash  for  it,  and  it 
soon  disappeared,   I  threw  in  a  large  piece  of 
bread,  and  it  was  very  amusing  to  see  the  email 
fellows  rising  to  it  again  and  again,  probably 
taking  crumbs  off  what  was  altogether  too  big  for 
their  little  jaws.   Its  course  was  marked  with 
ring  after  ring,  but  suddenly  came  a  mighty 
splash — a  big  fish  gulped  it  down,  probably  a 
large  chub.    They  were  even  more  greedy  with 
the  cheese  than  the  bread.    When  we  had  given 
them  all  the  remnants  of  our  lunch  we  started 
with  the  fly  again.    A  famous  rise  was  on  the  fish. 
Without  moving  I  took  five  in  as  many  minutes, 
while  More  Power  was  pulling  them  in  fast, 
30yds.  below.    But  by  now  there  were  too  many 
rods  congregated  in  the  neighbourhood;  three 
more  had  just  arrived,  so  we  walked  a  mile  down- 
stream.   The  river  here  was  deep  and  sullen, 
dotted  iaU  over  with  great  patches  of  weed  divided 
by  clear  water.    It  was  somewhat  tricky  casting 
among  these  weeds,  but  the  fish  rose  fairly  well, 
and  ran  much  larger  here  than  in  the  shoaler 
water.     One  rise,  very  different  to  the  short, 
sharp  dashes  of  the  dace,  puzzled  me,  until  after 
half  a  minute  I  saw  the  perpetrator,  and  found 
that  a  nice  roach  had  taken  me,  with  which 
unusual  victim  to  an  artificial  fly  I  completed  my 
day's  catch.   We  strolled  back  towards  the  mill, 
and  lo !  under  the  wall  near  the  bridge  lay  the 
dark  back  of  a  portly  trout,  of  some  21b.  weight 
probably.    We  offered  him  flies   for  twenty 
minutes,  but  he  never  stirred  a  fin  to  look  at 
them,  so  we  put  up  our  paraphernalia  and  gat  us 
home. 

Dace  have  been  taking  very  freely  this  season 
on  many  waters.  On  the  day  I  describe  we  killed 
exactly  forty  between  us,  and  returned  to  the 
water  a  dozen  or  so  more.  I  have  seen  notes  of 
much  bigger  baskets.  But  you  would  not  ask  for 
a  much  pleasanter  day  than  that  I  had  in  the 
sunshine  not  twenty  miles  from  Charing  Cross, 
with  a  good  angler  and  keen  naturalist  as 
comrade — more  power  to  his  elbow, 

Glenhest. 


THAMES  RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

A  COMMITTEE  meeting  of  the  Thames  Reatocking 
Assooiation  will  be  held  at  Carr's  Bestamant,  266,  Straod, 
W.O.,  on  Wedneeday  next,  Oct,  24,  at  7.30  p.m,  sharp. 
The  principal  business  will  be  the  consideration  of  the 
estimates  sent  in  for  £25  worth  of  fish,  which  the  assooia- 
tion proposes  to  buy  and  place  in  the  Thames  forthwith. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


FOREiSN  BeoKS  ASD  siODioALS.— Messrs.  SaaapsoB  Low, 
Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Itonstan's  House,  Fettsr-laHO,  L»ndon, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Books  and  Periodicals.  Fast 
train  consignments  from  their  Ccntinental  agents  twic»  a  weeb 
Catalogue  gratia. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Til  ERIC  was  a  largo  attendance  of  members  on  Tuesday 
last  for  the  "  microscopical  evening,"  Mr,  8.  J.Chasteney 
occupying  the  chair  and  conducting  the  business  part  of 
the  proceediagB.  One  gentleman  was  elected  a  membar. 
Fishing  reports  were  not  np  to  the  average  of  the  last 
month  or  two,  so  fines  were  more  often  inflicted  this  week, 
Mr.  .lesse  Birch  had  seven  dozen  whiting  and  dabs  from 
Leigh,  as  well  as  come  very  fine  pouting.  Mr.  Wallington 
and  party  had  eeventy-four  whiting  and  ttitfieh  to  their 
boat  at  Leigh,  all  taken  with  cockles  and  marsels.  Mr, 
Buckingham,  poor  sport  at  Leigh,  the  day  chosen  for  his 
visit  being  rough  ;  also  small  roach  in  Bedfordshire,  Mr. 
Eldrpd,  dace,  with  the  fly,  and  roach,  bottom  fishing  at 
our  Kelvedon  water;  and  Mr,  Snare,  jick  and  perch 
from  the  same  river,  Mr,  Dryden  and  Dr,  Ladell,  four 
and  a  half  score  whiting  and  dabs  from  Margate.  Mr. 
Beaumont  and  Mr.  Snare  visited  Bumham,  but  there  was 
a  strong  spring  tide  running,  and,  fishing  therefore  being 
impracticable,  a  sail  was  indulged  in.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert 
reported  a  similar  experiencei  Messrs.  T.  Gibson,  Joel, 
Zerfaes,  Gill,  Connellan,  and  Hicks  were  at  Deal,  all 
having  fair  sport ;  Mr,  Gibson's  party  taking  six  and  a 
half  score  whiting  ;  Mr,  Connellan  ciptured  a  sapphirine 
gurnard,  a  very  uncommon  fish  at  Deal.  Mr,  Connellan 
and  Mr.  Hicks  had  both  been  to  Deal  again  to-day,  taking 
three  score  each  very  fine  whiting,  the  best  in  their 
experience  this  season.  The  fishing  at  Deal  is  reported  as 
being  poor  up  to  the  present,  but  the  season  proper  is  only 
about  to  commence,  Mr.  Wertheim  visited  a  favourite 
district  with  him  in  Norfolk  and  had  some  lOlb.  of  roach 
np  to  lib.  each.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
Mr.  Edward  Marston  ("  The  Amateur  Angler")  for  his 
kind  presentation  to  the  society  of  a  copy  of  his  latest 
book,  "  An  Old  Man's  Holidays." 

J,  H.  Walker,  Hon.  See. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street,  W,,  on  Wednes- 
day, Oct,  17,  at  8  p,m.,  Mr,  C,  O,  Minchin  in  the  chair, 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  hon,  fee.  read  reports  from  the  society's 
agents  at  Deal  and  Lowestoft,  The  following  eiperiencjB 
were  then  given  by  members  :  Mr,  Cooper,  fishing  at  Deal 
on  Oct.  10,  took  ninety-six  fish  ;  on  Oct.  11,  took  seventy 
or  eighty  fish  ;  on  Oct.  12,  took  seventy  or  eighty  fish  ;  on 
Oct.  13,  took  twenty-one  fish,  principally  whiting,  Mr, 
C,  W.  Glassington,  with  three  friends,  at  Deal,  took 
three  score,  including  a  good  few  codling  (bast  about  21b.), 
some  aice  dabs,  and  whiting  (best  whiting  about  21b.), 
Mr,  Edwards,  at  Deal,  had  fair  sport  on  several  days, 
best  day  Oct.  16,  over  the  old  wreck  of  the  Firefly,  taking 
two  score  whiting  and  pouting,  best  pouting  1  Jib,  Several 
other  members  fishing  at  Deal  found  sport  poor.  Dr. 
Brownfield  Bateman  reported  his  experiences  in  South 
African  water,  his  best  Cape  salmon  weighing  74^1b. ,  and  had 
also  taken  a  great  many  crayfish  ;  the  two  best,  which  were 
exhibited  at  the  meeting,  weighed  8Jlb.  and  71b.  13oz.  each. 
Dr.  Bateman  also  mentioned  that  when  fishing  off  the 
rocks  at  Corf  Bay,  near  Cape  Town,  you  have  to  hire  a 
coolie  to  carry  the  end  of  your  line  some  little  distance  out 
and  throw  it  into  the  breakers.  Mr.  MauU  reported 
having  been  to  Ballycotton  fishing,  and  in  ten  days  took 
204  fish  of  fifteen  different  species,  and  mentioned  that 
there  was  a  difficulty  in  obtaining  bait  there.  The  hen, 
sec,  made  the  following  announcements :  That  a  smoking 
concert  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  and  that 
the  entertainment  sub-committee  will  be  glad  if  any 
members  or  their  friends  willing  to  contribute  items  to  the 
programme  will  kindly  intimate  the  same  to  the  entertain- 
ment sub-committee,  care  of  the  hon.  sec. ;  that  Mr,  J,  H, 
Churchwood  will,  on  Dec.  12,  read  a  paper  on  "  Trawling, 
in  its  relation  to  inshore  fishing ;"  also  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  report  of  the  capture  of  a  lobster  weighing  Sjlb. 
off  Margate,  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  tj  the  chair 
and  usual  toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting, 

Charles  S,  Pattebsox  (Hon.  See.). 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Mr  Horace  Brown  presided  over  Monday's  meeting 
of  this  society.  A  telegram  was  first  read  from  Mr,  R, 
Bradford  stating  that  he  was  fishing  the  Dee  at  Banchory 
with  a  brother  Piscatorial,  Mr,  J,  T,  Hardy,  The  last- 
named  gentleman  had  killed  two  salmon,  weighing 
respectively  231b,  and  181b,  while  Mr,  Bradford  himseff 
had  had  one  on  but  had  unfortunately  lost  it.  News  from 
Newbury  showed  that  the  perch  were  not  yet  beginning 
to  pack,  for  Mr.  M.  G,  E.  de  Courcy  took  a  few  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week,  though  none  were  of  any  great 
size.  The  hon.  secretary  mentioned  that  on  Sunday  there 
was  a  wonderful  rise  of  Pale  Olives,  but  the  boisterous 
wind  precluded  the  possibility  of  casting  for  the  grayling, 
which  were  moving.  Mr.  Frank  Ward,  amongst  other 
fish,  had  a  nice  roach  of  lib.  •ioz.,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters 
had  done  great  execution  amongst — minnows  !  The  roach 
were  not  feeding  at  all,  a  general  complaint  on  all  waters 
at  the  time  of  writing.  At  Uxbridge  things  hive  been 
abnormally  dull.  Several  capable  bottom  fishers  had  been 
on  the  trail  of  the  big  roach,  but  failed  to  get  fish.  The 
river  here  is  clearer  than  it  has  ever  been  daring  the 
society's  tenancy ;  ground-bait  can  be  seen  at  the  bottom 
of  every  swim,  and  sport  had  been  of  the  worst  possible 
description.  The  chairman  bad  done  badly  at  Hunger- 
ford  with  grayling ;  in  fine,  experiences  during  the  week 
had  been  very  unEatisFactory.  The  chairman  annoonoed 
that  Mr.  R.  C,  Preston  Gardner  had  presented  a  cast- 
net  for  the  Uxbridge  water,  and  that  Mr.  R,  Bradford  had 
contributed  a  bait-box.  Members  will  now  be  able  to 
obtain  gudgeon  and  minnows  to  tbeir  heart's  contert.  A 
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new  hook  called  "the  perfect  model,"  broustht  out  by 
Messra.  S.  AUoock  and  Co.,  was  handed  round  for  inapec 
tion.  Theoreticilly,  the  shape  seems  altfigether  wrong, 
the  hook  being  very  abort  in  the  shank,  bat  some  of  the 
members  who  had  tried  the  p  ittern  spoke  in  the  highest 
terms  of  its  hooking  oapabilitiea.  The  point  waa  as  sharp 
as  a  snrgioal  needle,  the  gut  very  fine  and  strong,  and 
though  the  hameqon  is  distinctly  ugly,  it  has  cerbaioly 
come  to  stay.  Further  trials  will  be  given  as  opportuoity 
offers,  but  there  has  been  only  one  opinion  expressed  oon- 
oerning  it  by  those  who  have  used  it,  that  it  is  a  great 
advance  on  many  shapes  at  present  on  the  market. 
Theory  is  all  very  well,  but  it  does  not  always  work  out 
satisfactorily  in  practice.  For  example,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  went  to  the  Uxbridge  water  at  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  temperature  of  the  river  was  52deg.  and  of 
the  air  43!Jeg.,  so  that  theoretically  it  should  have  been  a 
grand  day  for  roach.  Result,  not  a  roacli  bite  daring 
fishing  hours.  It  was  incidentally  stated  during  the 
evening  thit  crayfish  are  being  taken  in  the  Enborne  and 
Kennet  at  Newbury.  The  Lambourne  used  to  contain 
numbers  of  these  tit  bits,  but  nothing  has  been  heard  of 
any  being  caught  in  that  stream  as  yet. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


SMART  CAPTURE  OF  POACHERS. 
Salmon  poachers  in  the  vicinity  of  Whitby  have  good 
reseon  to  boast  of  the  facilities  which  nature  has  placed 
at  their  disposal  in  the  carrying  out  of  their  unlawful 
game ;  but  the  law,  in  the  shape  of  an  active  keeper,  must 
also  be  considered,  as  Richard  Dryden  and  James  Ruehorn 
experienced  on  Saturday,  when  they  were  fined  £8  10.^. 
and  expenses,  and  £2  and  expenses  respectively,  for 
poaching,  at  the  Whitby  police-court,  this  being  the  second 
offence  of  the  former.  The  net  had  been  cast  early  in  the 
evening  of  Sept.  29,  near  Saltwick,  and  ihe  rising  tide 
carrying  it  into  position,  also  enabled  six  salmon  to  be 
entangled  in  its  meshes.  The  poachers  appeared  later  in 
the  evening  to  secure  their  booty,  but  found  the  water 
bailiff,  Wm.  Luke,  and  a  constable  also  in  attendance. 
Their  efforts  to  evade  responsibility  did  not  prevant  their 
arrest.  Mr.  W.  Brown  prosecuted  on  beha'f  of  the  Esk 
Fishery  Board.  J.  J. 


LOCHLEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION, 
LIMITED. 
ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  shareholdera  of  the 
Lochleven  Angling  Association  (Limited)  was  held  in  the 
Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on  Monday  afternoon.  Mr.  Geo. 
Henderson  (president)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was 
a  fairly  large  attendance.  The  rep"rt  by  the  directors  and 
balance-shest  were  held  as  read,  and  showed  the  gross 
receipts  for  the  pist  year,  including  interest  on  revenue 
account,  to  amount  to  £2542  23.  5d.  ;  after  providing  for 
the  maximum  rent  of  £1000  and  all  other  charges, 
there  remained  a  clear  balance  on  the  revenue  acount  of 
.£312  43.  To  this  there  fell  to  be  added  £30  33.  Id.  of 
interest  on  the  paid-up  capital,  and  the  balance  of 
£568  143.  9d.  from  last  year,  which  gave  a  disposible 
balarcs  of  £911  la.  lOd.  The  directors  recomaeaded  the 
declaration  of  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  £1  per  share, 
which  left  a  balance  of  £611  Is.  101.  to  be  cwried  forward 
to  next  account.  The  report  stated  that,  owing  to  a  severe 
winter,  the  season  did  not  open  to  any  regular  extent 
till  about  the  middle  of  April,  but  during  the  last 
week  of  that  month  good  sport  was  obtained,  though 
the  number  of  trout  caught  was  considerably  below  that 
taken  during  the  corresponding  month  last  year.  Follow- 
ing that,  however,  the  season  proved  a  most  successful 
one,_  and  though  the  average  weight  was  still  on  the 
decline,  the  number  of  trout  was  much  larger  than  for 
some  years,  possibly  owing  to  a  number  of  small  trout 
having  been  captured,  and  these  were  to  be  found  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  season  in  greater  numbers 
than  in  former  years.  The  number  of  trout  captui  id 
during  the  past  eeasan  was  23,811,  which  weighed 
15,5841b.  Last  year  the  number  taken  was  20,822  trout, 
14,3081b.  There  were  taken  during  the  past  season  278 
pike,  which  weighed  8521b.  ;  the  number  last  year  being 
523,  weighing  13791b.  The  directors  report  that  the 
American  weed  still  asserts  itself  in  considerable  clumps 
in  the  same  parts  of  the  loch  as  in  former  years, 
but  shows  no  signs  of  spreading  to  the  favourite 
drifts,  and  the  directors  hope  that  the  loch  will  not 
be  affected  to  any  greater  extent  in  future,  and  that  the 
plant  will,  in  the  course  of  a  few  seaeoBS,  exhaust  itself. 
The  directors  had,  with  much  regret,  to  report  the  death 
of  Mr.  R.  Burns  Begg,  one  of  their  number  e.' -officio, 
whose  deep  interest  in  the  loch,  and  his  long  acquaintance 
with  it,  has,  since  the  foundation  of  the  association,  been 
of  Bp  great  assistance  both  to  the  directors  and  the 
association  generally.  In  terms  of  the  lease,  Mr. 
W.  K.  Falconer,  the  new  factor  on  Kinross  Estate, 
fell  to  be  elected  a  director  at  the  shareholders'  meeting. 
Mr.  Thos,  Aitken  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
balance-sheet.  In  doing  so  he  said  they  had  every  reason 
to  be  gratified  that  the  past  season  had  been  a  record  one. 
They  would  have  all  Uked  to  have  seen  the  trout  a 
little  bigger,  but  there  were  plenty  of  them  left  in  the 
loch  to  grow.  As  recommended  by  the  directors,  a 
dividend  of  £1  per  share,  or  ten  per  cent.,  was  declared. 
It  was  agreed,  on  a  petition  presented  by  the  boatmen, 
to  piy  them  at  the  rate  of  6J.  an  1  oar  duriog  the  whole 
time  they  are  employed  instead  of  giving  them  nothing 
during  the  seventh  and  eighth  hour.  It  was  also  resolved 
that  in  future  six  days'  notice  be  given  by  angling  clubs 
of  the  number  of  boats  required  for  their  competitions, 
and  that  in  the  event  of  any  of  ihe  boats  so  engaged  not 
being  required  euch  club  shall  be  bound  to  make  good 


any  loss  which  the  association  may  enstaia  thereby.  _  The 
four  retiring  directors  were  re-elected.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  directors  afterwards  held,  Mr.  George  Henderson  wis 
re-elected  president ;  Mr.  John  Bogie,  secretary ;  and 
Mr.  John  Whyte,  manager.  R.  B.  Laing 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  SEPTEMBER. 

During  last  month  the  ctfioers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  conderrn^d  aa  unfit  for  human  food  115  tons 
oowt.  2qr8.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  representing 
about  1  ton  in  151  tons ;  and  2  tons  18owt.  at  Shadwell 
Market,  representing  about  1  ton  in  106  tons.  The 
weight  cf  fish  delivered  daring  September  at  and  near 
Billiogpgate  Market  was  17,483  tons,  of  which  14,250  tons 
arrived  by  land  and  3233  tons  were  delivered  by  water ; 
and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery  (809  tons)  was  by  land. 

Among  the  fish  condemned  were  anchovies  (2  tons 
14cwt.),  coalfish,  cod  (I2cwt.),  eels,  gurnets,  haddcoks 
(4  tons  IBowt.),  hake,  halibut,  herrings  (llowt.),  oysters 
(16cwt.),  periwinkles  (6  tons  8  cwt.),  plaice  (8  tons  6cwt.), 
ling,  lobsters  (lOowt.),  mackerel,  muaaels  (7  tons  llcwt.), 
salmon  (6owt.),  sardines  (lOowt.),  shrimps  (3  tons  18owt.), 
skate  (12  tons  3o»t.),  smelts,  whelks  (1  ton  2cwt.), 
whiting  (62  tons  4cwt.).  and  witches. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  EC,  Oct.  12,  1900. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 


 River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  en/velopes 

should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

^30  min.  for  Ohelsea.  /'S6  mln.  for  Eew. 

Aii.lJ*<*  ->         Putney.  ahh)^*   <i     h  Richmond. 

""■^^   „     „  HarmnerBmlth.  ■*"°180   „     „  Twickenham. 

(so   ,,     „  Barnes.  K.6S   „     ,,  TeddingtotL 

Example  :— If  it  is  Ugh  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3,25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiHB  OF  HiQH  Watbb  at  londor  BBisei. 

MorclUff.  Evenln?. 

Saturday,     Oct,  20                          —    0.  (i 

Sunday,          „  21                            0.29    0.47 

Menday,         „  22                            1.  3    1.V2 

Tuesday,        „  23                            l.Sn    1.6.5 

Wednesday,     „  21                            210    2.24 

Thursday,       „  2.".                            2.40    2.55 

Friday,           ,,  26                            0,10    3  26 

HiSH  WATEB  at  AMBKBLXT  and  PULBOBOUaH. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      Oct.     20    0.40   0.46 

Sunday,  „       21    1.  !•    1  27 

Monday,         ,,      22    1.45    2.  2 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Fnlborough  will  be  2b.  40m,  later. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton). — The  river  still  remains  very  clear, 
and  sport  is  very  slow  indeed,  and  cannot  improve 
until  we  have  a  week  or  ten  days'  good  rain  to  put  a  little 
colour  in  the  water,  and  clear  off  some  of  the  weeds,  which 
are  now  decaying. — Cecil  Howlktt 

  (Lechlade,  Crick  ade,  &c  ).— We  have  had 

some  nice  steady  rains  in  these  districts,  and  it  has  very 
much  improved  angling  matters.  A  Lechlade  gentleman 
reports  me  some  nice  sport  with  roach  and  chub  up  to  IJlb. 
and  21b.  each,  all  caught  with  wheat.  Perch  are  now  in 
nice  condition,  and  some  good  ones  have  been  caught 
up  to  l|lb.  chiefly  with  live  minnow  on  ledger  tackle. 
Pike  have  in  some  instances  tesn  giving  eome  sport.  Mr. 
P.  C.  Brotherton  reports  me  jick  of  41b.,  5ib  ,  61b.,  7ib., 
and  111b. ;  Messrs.  Wentworth-Stargeon,  A.  G.  Witherby, 
Fry,  Laurence,  Bowly,  Morgan,  Innocent,  &o.,  have  been 
on  the  St.  John's  Bridge  four-mile  stretch,  with  sport 
amongst  roach,  perch,  pike,  and  chub.  The  Eadoot 
Bridge  and  Hart's  weir  waters  are  in  very  fair  order  for 
the  iick  fishing  season,  which  is  reckoned  by  many  old 
hands  not  to  be  before  Nov.  1. — The  Ramblee. 

— —  (Richmond). — Although  the  water  is  rather 
blight,  some  g.)od  takes  of  fish  have  been  had.  Tc-day 
a  gentleman  out  with  Fr.ank  had  about  281b.  of  the  finest 
roach  and  dace  we  have  seen  this  season.— Gaynor  and 
Sons. 

  (Teddington).  —  One  day,  Mr.  Metoalf,  five 

dozen  fine  daos  ;  one  day,  Mr.  Hukey,  six  dozen  dace, 
three  barbel,  one  jack,  5|lb. ;  one  day,  Mr.  Hare,  125  dace, 
one  barbel,  dace  very  fine ;  one  day,  Mr.  H.  Gore,  eight 
dozen  dace,  three  jack.  The  water  is  still  very  bright,  and 
we  want  rain,  but  there  are  thousands  of  roach  and  dace 
in  the  weir  now,  and  reach  below  they  are  biting  a  bit 
better.  Mr.  T.  Denniford  caught  a  splendid  golden  carp 
last  week  in  the  weir  weighing  9ib. ;  Mr.  Siuabaldi,  jun., 
a  few  jack  and  roach,  one  roach  weighing  lib.  lOnz. 
Several  other  jack  have  been  taken,  and  Mr.  Sinahaldi, 
sen.,  has  hooked  three  or  four  very  big  fish  whilst  roaohing, 
but  they  have  broke  away.  I  should  say  they  were  big 
barbel.— W.  McBeide, 

—  (Twioktntam) —  (Wednesday  mornitig).  — The 
water  is  clear  ;  fiah  were  biting  bHter  yesterday ;  wants  a 
good  downpour  to  clean  the  riveir  and  carry  the  weeds 
away.  An  interesting  match  tock  place  here  yesterday 
between  Lew  Solomanand  Wells  (attended  by  H.  Spiers), 
against  Ruby  Jacobs  and  Bob  Elabbijam  (attended  by 
J.  Draper),  for  a  champagne  supper,  the  latter  winning 


with  131b.  cf  fish.  The  return  match  will  take  place  here 
on  Thursday  next.  The  Anchor  and  Hope  fished  their 
competition  on  Oct  11.  It  was  a  bad  day  for  all,  C. 
Arn  way,  a  young  amateur  ■Rith  the  punt  rrd  winning, 
with  51b.  6J  z..  attended  by  myself. — John  Spong. 

Arun  (FalboroUi  h).— Jack  caught  here  weighing 
16Jlb  ,  43in.  in  length,  with  live-bait,  by  a  Mr.  Djuglas. 
Other  fis  1  small  sized  as  a  rule. — J.  W.  Simpson. 

Coquet. — The  Anglers'  Federation  bailiff  reports  that 
the  Coquet  is  at  present  in  excellent  order  for  anglers,  and 
good  sport  is  being  obtained.  The  run  of  fish  this  season 
has  been  a  good  one,  and  is  exceptional  as  regards  the 
number  of  pure  salmon  that  have  gone  up  the  river.  A 
few  years  ago  pure  salmon  in  the  Coquet  were  rare,  now 
they  are  in  abundance.  The  Federation  bailiff  eays  that 
out  of  the  many  thousands  of  sea  fish  that  have  gone  up 
the  river  this  eeason,  quite  one  half  of  them  were  pure 
salmon.  On  Saturday  last  the  best  catches  reported  were 
at  Aoklington.  Mr.  Scott,  Gateshead,  sea  trout,  lOIb. ; 
Mr.  Fornear,  Pegswood,  salmon,  171b.  On  Monday  last, 
at  Felton,  Mr.  Scott,  two  salmon,  14|lb.  and  12|lb. ;  Mr. 
Hedley,  salmon,  14Jlb.  —  Northumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation  (Coquet  Committee). 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  "  autumn  run"  of  fish 
has  not  come  up  to  expectations,  and  day  fishing  with  peal 
and  salmon  produces  but  little  sport.  In  the  evenings 
peal  angling  has  resulted  in  a  few  fish  being  killed,  and 
the  Tavy  has  done  as  well  as  any  of  the  streams  in  this 
respect.  The  season  on  the  Dart  closed  on  Monday, 
and  on  that  evening  Mr.  E.  Diatin  captured  a  couple  of 
nice  peal  between  the  weir  and  the  railway  bridge,— 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— There  was  a  fairly  good  run  of 
autumn  fish  about  a  fortnight  since,  but  there  have  sinca 
then  been  so  many  spates  that  many  of  them  have  run  up 
into  the  higher  waters,  and  fish  below  Armathwaite  do  not 
seam  to  be  plentiful.  On  Oct.  1,  Mr.  G.  Paley  had  two, 
161b.  and  91b,,  in  the  Edenhall  water.  Oct.  12,  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough,  one,  221b.,  at  Crosby;  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Eistwood, 
one,  71b..  in  the  Eamont.  Oa  the  13th,  Mr.  C.  Liddell, 
one,  2llb.  ;  and  J.  Bell,  one,  111b.,  in  the  Warwick  Hall 
water.  Oa  the  15ch,  Mr.  W.  G.  Reynolds,  one,  2 lib.,  at 
Lyke  Foot;  Dr.  Trimble,  one,  61b.,  in  the  Edenhall  water; 
Mr.  F.  E.  Bistwood,  two,  61b.  and  9;b  ,  in  the  Eamont; 
Mr.  W.  Wilson,  one,  at  Cargo;  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough,  one, 
25lb.,  at  Crosby.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Joseph  Fox,  one, 
16lb..  in  tte  Aesociation  water;  Mr.  Bailey,  one,  161b. ; 
and  Messrs.  Bone  and  EUwood  each  one  in  the  Cargo 
water.  River  is  in  good  order  to-day  (Wednesday),  but 
likely  to  rise  ageia. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Sport  of  an  exceptionally  remunera- 
tive deEcription  has  been  had,  and  ii  in  prospect  for 
anglers  on  this  river,  and  the  water  remains  in  grand  con- 
dition and  colour.  The  flood  which  swept  from  the  higher 
reaches  some  days  ago  will  be  sufficient  to  ensure  a  con- 
tinuance of  this  state  cf  affairs  until  the  closing  of  the 
season ;  conEeqnently,  cportsmen  generally  are  utilising 
this  advantage  with  much  zest.  Several  weighty  fish  have 
fallen  a  prey  to  the  line,  whilst  the  numbers  are  much  in 
excess  of  previous  records  during  the  present  season.  The 
fish,  which  are  numerous,  have  now  been  able  to  sarmount 
the  obstacles  at  Ruswarp,  and  only  a  few  remain  in  the 
lower  waters.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Dr.  Gover,  two 
salmon,  of  17ilb.  and  121b.;  Mr.  T.  Mitohelson,  one  of 
19ib.  ;  Mr.  Hampton,  two,  of  161b.  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Moore,  eight,  of  161b.,  15ib.,  141b.,  141b.,  171b.,  71b.,  71b., 
and  61b. ;  Mr.  W.  Roadman,  one  of  41b. ;  Mr.  R.  Linton, 
three,  of  121b.,  41b.,  51b. ;  Mr.  Hunt,  three,  of  7lb..  71b., 
61b. ;  Mr.  J.  Baker,  one  of  171b. ;  Mr.  Keighley,  one  of 
41b. ;  Mr.  Buckley,  three,  of  71b,, 71b.,  51b. ;  Mr.  Hampton, 
two,  of  171b.,  7ib. ;  Dr.  English,  four,  of  4lb.,  71b.,  12ilb., 
and  131b. ;  Mr.  J.  E.  Marsden,  two,  of  201b.  and  5ib. ; 
Capt.  Wood,  R.N.,  three,  of  71b.,  31b.,  14Jlb.;  Mr. 
Hawkes,  one  of  171b.  ;  Mr.  W.  P.  Hellawell,  J.P.,  three, 
of  lO'b.,  141b.,  and  .71b. ;  Capt.  Thead,  R.N.,  one  of  71b. 
Prawn  has  been  the  chief  bait  used,  but  in  eome  oases  fly 
has  been  effectual. — J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (Eonth  Iiinos.  and  Camba.).—  - 
As  expected,  the  somewhat  copious  downfall  of  rain  ciused  ' 
an  improvement  in  sport,  efpacially  among  the  roach. 
Some  very  good  baskets  were  got  from  the  Forty-foot, 
near  to  Donington  Bridge.  Many  of  the  local  anglers 
could  boast  of  121b.  and  upwards.  Rjach  fishing  on  the 
Glen  in  the  Surfleet  district  has  also  improved  consider- 
ably since  the  rainfall.  Not  a  great  deal  has  been  done 
with  pike  up  to  the  present.  _  Weeds  are_  stated  to  be 
everywhere  in  quantity,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
troll  with  any  degree  of  comfort.  If  you  are  to  succeed 
you  must  get  a  boat,  seek  out  a  pretty  clear  »wim,  and 
fish  on  the  edge  of  the  weed  beds.  Deeping  anglers  have  been 
somewhat  lucky  with  these  fish,  and  several  of  creditable 
weight  have  been  brought  to  bank  on  the  Welland. — 
Limpet. 

laie  District  (north  Notts).— A  change  for  the 
better  has  come  over  the  fishing  of  North  Nor  ts.  Specimen 
fish  have  been  well  to  the  fore,  and  perhaps  the  best 
locality  may  be  said  to  be  that  about  Haxey.  These  are  a 
few  of  the  takes  made  last  week  :  Twenty-seven  fish,  21lb. ; 
twelve  fish,  101b.  ;  twenty  fiah,  101b. ;  twelve  fish,  61b. 
Here  is  a  total  of  seventy-one  roach,  weighing  471b,,  made 
by  one  visitor  during  four  days.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rei  ford  roaohing  has  been  interesting.  One  angler  got  a 
nice  basket,  and  topped  it  up  with  a  brace  of  gra}ling. 
Spinning  for  pike  has  been  more  remunerative  lately,  and 
several  strangers  have  got  hold  of  decent  fish.  One  of 
these  landed  a  fish  of  121b.,  caught  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  New  Inn. — L. 

liark  and  Little  Oase  (Barton  Mills,  Xsleham, 
Brand  Creek,  &c.).— Delightful  weather,  but  waters 
very  low,  bright,  and  full  of  weeds.  I  really  cannot  see 
the  good  of  saying  this  or  that  to  deceive  anglers.  There 
are  plenty  c  f  fish,  but  until  we  get  rains  the  sport  must 
necessarily  be  limited.   Even  the  Thames  is  so  low  and 
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clear  that  you  can  eee  the  bottom,  8ft.  or  more  down.  A 
few  good  peroh  were  taken  on  Monday  at  West  Kow  and 
Isleham. — Raven. 

lit  a.— Sport  all  round  continues  very  dull,  but  there 
are  prospects  of  a  change  before  long  for  the  better,  as 
rain  threatens  (Thursday).  A  heavy  downpour  would  be 
welcomed  on  the  Lea,  Aeh,  Beane,  Stort,  and  Rib,  all  of 
which  are  very  low,  bright,  and  weedy.  In  the  Lea 
roach  have  been  quite  off  the  feed,  and  many  anglers, 
with  thn  river  in  such  an  unfavourable  condition,  have 
refrained  from  going  out.  Eirly  in  the  week  very 
boisterous  weather  was  experienced  in  the  Lea  Valley, 
and  at  times  it,  was  difficult  to  hold  the  roach  pole  over 
the  river,  and  few  fish  were  taken.  At  Waltham  Abbey, 
03  the  11th  inst.,  over  sixty  anglers  took  part  in  the 
competition  promoted  by  Mr.  W.  Perry,  but  only  three 
P'izes  were  taken.  The  high  wind  completely  spoilt 
fishing  operations,  and  the  first  prize  was  eeoured  with  a 
bream  of  l^Ib.  ;  it  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J,  Lapwood. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

IsVigg  and  Arrow  (IiSomliiBter).  —  Thege  streams 
are  still  running  in  good  order  for  grayling,  notwith- 
Btanding  the  falls  of  rain  wtiich  have  been  had  in  the  distiiot 
during  the  week,  which  has  not  altered  the  colour,  and 
las  done  much  to  refresh  the  rivers  and  improve  the 
prospects  of  grayling  fishing.  Grayling  are  rising  freely, 
and  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and  have  tried 
Red  Tag,  Willows,  Red  Palmer,  September  Dan,  Little 
Hare's  Ear,  Blue  Gnat,  Whirling  Dun,  and  Silver  Twist, 
and  tome  fair  sport  has  been  had  and  nice  grayling  landed, 
and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good.  The  Pinsley  is 
clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Itngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Elnsrsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  capital  trim.  Sport  has  been  on  the  whole 
fairly  good,  though  variable  weather  has  been  experienced, 
and  at  time  of  writing  ( Wednesday  evening)  the  outlook 
is  not  very  favourable,  as  storms  are  threatening,  with  a 
shifty  wind,  and  glass  low.  Mid  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Red 
Tag,  and  Green  Insect  have  done  most,  yet  all  the  flies 
mentioned  in  my  last  week's  report  are  still  available. 
Grasshopper  (sink  and  draw)  should  now  be  good,  though 
I  have  not  heard  of  it  beiog  tried  ;  and  with  the  first  sharp 
frosts  both  worm  and  maggot  may  be  tried  with  goop 
prospect  of  succe's. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Noxtli  Stafford  shire  Rivers.— Storms  of  rain, 
hail,  and  snow  came  last  week-end,  and  spoiled  the  favour- 
able state  of  the  streams  forjgrayling  fishing.  Fish  have 
been  taken  with  Dotterel  Spider  and  Bradshaw's  Fancy 
fished  sunk,  and  Autumn  Dun  fished  dry,  on  the  Dove.  A 
Pale  Olive  Dan  killed  on  the  Tcan  brook,  and  a  small 
Alexandra  on  the  Blythe. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Bndleigli  Salterton).— The  bad  of  the  river 
is  clear  and  nearly  free  from  weeds,  and  trout  may  be  seen 
greedily  feeding  everyday.  There  is,  however,  no  evidence 
that  sea  trout  are  up.  It  is  lawful  to  fish  for  them  through- 
out this  month,  and  your  reporter  has  made  one  or  two 
attempts,  but  absolutely  unsuccessfully.  The  sea  has 
been  too  rough  in  a  general  way  during  the  last  fortnight 
for  much  fisaing,  but  during  the  calm  intervals  pollack 
have  been  taken.  Whiting,  however,  are  not  yet  in.  The 
crab  and  lobster  season  is  over,  but  the  prawns  are  in ;  a 
hundred  very  fine  ones  said  the  other  day  for  three 
shillings.  One  day  last  week,  when  the  hounds  were 
drawing  Ihe  gorseat  West  Beacon,  seven  French  partridges 
flew  out  and  settled  in  the  sea,  five  of  them  being  picked 
up  — Heron 

Onse  (Holswall  Ferry).  —  Rain  is  now  falling 
(Wednesday),  and  it  will  do  a  deal  of  good,  as  the  water 
has  been  too  clear,  and  if  this  thickens  it  good  takes  of 
ja^k  will  be  had,  as  they  are  feeding  here,  and  there  is  any 
quantity  of  them,  and  only  thicker  water  required  for 
Xhsir  captuie.  The  weeds  ara  dying  off  nicely,  and 
paternostering  can  now  be  safely  done. — A.  Scaed. 

Onse  (Huntingdon).  —  Water  exceedingly  clear, 
absolutely  nothing  to  report  in  the  way  of  spcr;,  rain  very 
badly  wanted.  In  my  opinion,  until  we  are  favoured  with 
thi3  prospects  will  not  improve.  At  the  time  of  writing 
the  river  is  scarosly  worth  a  visit. — B. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hants).— Sport  very  slack  indeed. 
River  gin-biight.  We  require  a  good  rain  to  get  into  the 
liver  to  flush  it  and  colour  it  before  we  get  any  chance  of 
anything  like  sport.  There  are  abundance  of  all  kinds  of 
fish  ready  for  the  angler  when  the  conditions  are  appro- 
priate; but  the  weeds  retain  their  strength  remarkably, 
and  spoil  all  chance  of  success  of  the  pike  fishermen.  A 
few  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.  is  all  there  is  to  record  this  week. 

— E.  COLLINSON. 

Severn.  Vyinwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech.).— On  Saturday  and  Sunday  last  the  principal 
mountains  in  North  Wales  were  completely  covered  with 
snow,  and,  as  a  natural  result,  with  the  north-west  wind 
which  blew  from  over  these  hills,  the  temperature  in  this 
neighbourhood  fell  considerably  for  a  few  days,  but  is  at 
present  again  more  like  April  than  October,  and  all  the 
snow  has  in  consequence  altogether  disappeared,  and,  of 
course,  found  its  way  into  these  rivers,  but  the  snow  broth 
has  now  been  washed  away,  and  the  weather  is  anain  most 
delightful  for  the  time  of  year,  and  batween  each  shower 
the  atmosphere  is  most  wonderfully  bright  and  clear,  and 
the  natural  beauties  of  this  most  lovely  country  are  again 
seen  to  the  greatest  advantage,  amd  as  very  few  leaves  have 
jet  fallen  the  rivers  are  now  quite  free  from  them,  and 
angling  is  again  pursued  under  the  most  advantageous 
surroundings,  and  as  all  the  electioneering  contests  in  this 
neighbourhood  are  now  over  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
anglers  having  good  sport. — Vtrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours  and  Cliioliester 
Canal  — The  record  for  the  week  is  a  poor  one.  Rivers 
are  still  bright  despite  the  showers,  and  with  the  northerly 
and  cold  winds  fish  are  not  feeding.  From  the  Ouse  a  few 
daoa  have  been  taken  at  Lewes,  and  at  Barcombe  Mills 
and  IsQeld  several  pike,  the  heaviest  weighing  51b.  From 
the  Cuckmere  there  is  nothing  worth  recording.  Visitors  to 


the  Rother  have  taken  pike  up  to  G^lb.,  paternostering 
with  minnow  and  gudgeon  ;  a  fish  of  4ib.  was  taken  with 
brandling  while  peroh  fishing;  a  few  roach  up  to  14oz.  are 
amoEg  the  Hat  of  capturei.  In  the  upper  waters  of  tho 
Adcr  pike  of  3Jlb  ,  41b..  and  5Jlb.,  are  notified,  but  all 
round  the  water  is  wee  dy.  ,  Strong  tackle  and  a  short 
shrift  are  imperative  to  8:cure  fish.  Sport  has  been  fairly 
good  on  the  Chichester  oanal  among  the  small  fry,  but  the 
weeds  are  against  bottom  fishing.  Silk  weed  abounds, 
and  the  only  big  bream  taken  up  to  21b.  have  been 
secured  by  fishing  on  the  top  of  the  weed  with  paste  or 
gentles.  In  the  harbour,  bass  up  to  61b  have  been  caught 
with  ragworm,  a  few  codling,  and  flatfish.  Mullet  are 
off  feed ;  a  few  fish  of  21b.  have  been  taken  with  silk  weed 
and  raat  worm. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llando«ror,  Cai  marthenshire).— The 
river  is  in  good  order,  and  plenty  of  water.  Some  fine 
salmon  wprn  caught  during  last  week. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  have  been  very  low  until 
a  few  days  ago,  and  fishermen  were  expecting  to  get  some 
ealmon  and  peal ;  but  it  was  useless,  for  the  rivers  were 
free  from  ealmoo.  During  the  net  fishing  one  naturally 
thought  they  were  to  arrive  in  the  autumn  after  the  nets 
were  off,  but  no  salmon  nor  peal  have  been  caught  nor 
seen.  My  reason  is  that  the  increased  pollution  of  the 
rivers  with  sewerage,  and  emptying  tan  pits,  they  will 
forsake  us  fcr  cleaner  rivers. — Rdsty  Game. 

Teme  (IiUdlow).  —  In  this  part  the  river  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  and  some  nice 
falls  of  rain  have  been  had,  especially  daring  the  night, 
followed  by  fine  days,  and  the  fish  have  been  more  inclined 
to  rise.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have 
used  fly  and  bottom  baits  with  success.  'I he  beat  flies  to 
use  are  the  Willow,  WhirUng  Blue,  Red  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Small  Wickham,  Silver-twisted  Blue,  September 
Dun,  and  Iron  Blue.  For  bottom  fishing,  worm,  paste, 
and  maggot  have  been  tried  with  a  fair  amount  of  success, 
and  dace,  roach,  chub,  and  eels  have  been  landed.  Live 
bait  has  been  used  for  pike,  but  sport  has  been  slow,  the 
weeds  being  thick  where  the  pike  lie,  and  the  bait  gets  into 
them.  Fishing  on  Saturday,  some  nice-sized  grayling  were 
landed  with  the  Willow,  Red  Tag,  and  Small  Wickham. 
On  Monday  fipe  nice  grayling  were  caught  with  fly.  In 
the  deep  water  six  roach  and  three  eels  were  taken  with 
worm.  The  Ony.  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear, 
and  in  order  for  fishing,  but  little  done  in  them,  there 
being  but  few  grayling  in  them  farther  np  than  the  mouth 
of  the  river.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good.— 8. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  has  improved  a  great  deal,  and 
is  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable — cold  frosts  followed  by  rain,  then  sunshine, 
has  been  the  order;  but  it  Las  not  been  against  anglers 
going  out  in  parts  of  the  day,  and  the  grayling  have  been 
rising  well  since  the  rain,  and  have  taken  Whirling  Blue, 
Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Silver-tnisted  Blue,  and  Willow, 
which  are  the  best  killers  at  present,  and  some  very  nice 
fich  have  been  taken.  Rain  still  threatens,  but  the 
prospects  for  sport  are  good,  and  unless  the  water  colours 
grayiinsr  fishin?  shouli  be  good  next  week. — Worcester. 

Wimbledon  Lake.— Mr.  Huardel,  of  Cranborne- 
etreet,  ttiree  jack  and  six  perch ;  Mr.  Blake  and  friend, 
four  j  ick,  not  large,  but  sizeable  j  Mr.  Mathews,  bream. 
Sunday  being  cold  and  miserable,  fishing  was  off.  Plenty 
live  bait  now. — A.  Newham. 

Wlthazn,  ftc  (Uia-Arinoolmhlre).— Reports  are 
more  encouraging  from  the  Witham  district.  Vititors  to 
Boston  have  done  well  on  several  of  the  drains  around 
that  town.  From  near  the  end  of  the  Kelsey  drain  one 
angler  gjt  a  capital  lot,  containing  several  roach  over  lib. 
each.  Others  have  done  very  well,  and  anglers  in  this 
district  speak  of  the  presence  of  pike.  Pike  are  noticed 
to  be  on  the  prowl  on  the  waters  near  Eistville  and 
Bunker's  Hill.  Tench  fishers  have  had  not  quite  so  much 
luck,  still,  several  fair-sized  fish  have  come  to  hand.  The 
season  for  them  is  now  about  over.  The  river  has  fished 
belter  since  the  rain  of  last  week,  but  there  has  been 
nothing  like  arise  as  yet.  A  few  choice  lots  of  roach  have 
been  got  at  Stixwold,  and  at  other  points  roach  fishers 
have  had  luck,  but  most  luck  has  followed  those  who  have 
sought  pike.  With  live  biit  they  have  had  successes  at 
Langrick  and  Kirkstead.  Line  iln  anglers  are  said  to  have 
done  well  in  this  line  about  Bracebridge,  the  best  fish  here 
reached  about  6:b.  Roach  fishers  have  teen  equally 
fortunate  here  with  yellow  paste,  and  the  same  is  reported 
from  above  Bardney. — Luci. 

'Wye  and  Deiwant  (Derbjr shire).  — These  rivers 
are  now  in  good  order  for  fly  fistiing,  and  some  very  lioe 
baskets  of  grayling  have  been  taken  from  both  streams. 
Gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  and  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Derwent,  including  the  Chatsworth  Fishery,  have 
obtained  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  five  brace  each. 
The  Darley  Dale  Club's,  too,  has  also  yielded  a  few  creels  of 
nice  fish.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's portion  of  the  Derwent  has  produced  the  best 
baskets  I  have  heard  of.  Mr.  Bramwell,  fishing  this 
water  below  Cromford,  on  Thursday  in  last. week,  took 
two  brace,  and  on  Friday  seven  brace ;  the  greater  part 
of  these  were  caught  with  Autumn  Dun  and  Needle  Fly. 
The  prospecb  is  now  very  good,  as  the  water  is  a  nice 
brown  shade,  and  not  too  high.  Useful  flies  :  Allen's 
Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Autumn  Dun,  Red  and 
Grey  Qaills,  Needle  Fly,  and  Black  Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swa  e,  Whaife  Aidd,  Sco.  (Yorkshire).— 
We  hid  a  "snap"  of  winter  on  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
the  Yore  hills  bordering  on  Westmoreland  being  covered 
with  snow,  and  a  piercingly  cold  notth-west  wind  blowing ; 
it  begins  to  feel  more  like  grayling  weather.  Since  tbe 
Yore  has  run  down  into  first-class  condition  some  rare 
sport  has  been  enjoyed  in  the  upper  waters  by  James 
Blades  and  others.   I  had  good  sport  in  the  Cover  up  to 


Saturday ;  since  then  Messrs.  Mason,  Collinson,  R. 
Martin,  J.  Martin,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Murphy  and  others 
have  done  well  on  the  Cover  and  Yore  with  fly,  the 
weather  being  of  a  typical  character  for  fly  fishing  for 
grayling.  A  number  of  anglers  turned  out  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  on  the  Tanfield  Club  waters,  and  excellent  spirt 
was  ecjiyed,  Messrs.  Slater  and  Walbran  having  good 
baskets  each  day.  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  however,  s<  cared 
the  best  baskets — twelve  brace  and  ten  and  a  half  brace  of 
good  fish.  The  Swale  is  in  good  condition,  and  some 
good  baskets  have  been  made  of  roach  and  grayling. 
The  Derwent  is  in  very  bad  condition,  and  not  fit  for 
angling,  but  should  be  right  again  for  the  week-end.  The 
Wharfe,  in  the  upp^r  reaches,  ia  fishing  well,  and  some 
good  baskets  have  been  made  with  fly,  worm,  and  gentle 
iu  the  Burnsall  length,  and  some  good  fish  have  b»en 
taken  in  the  Ilkley  length.  At  Colliugham,  Mr.  Hirst 
Si  cared  a  nice  lot  on  Tuesday,  and  several  other  anglers 
also  made  good  baskets.  In  the  lower  reaches  sport  has 
not  been  so  good,  and  fewer  rods  have  been  out.  The 
river  Costa  is  affording  good  sport,  and  the  Rye  also  is 
fishing  well.  The  Nidd  is  in  a  little  better  condition,  and 
several  anglers  have  had  good  sport  in  the  lower  reaches 
with  pike,  which  are  now  well  on  the  run.  At  Horns?a 
Mere  sport  has  been  good,  but  the  fish  killed  have  been  of 
no  great  size,  Mesars.  Kempsey,  Wocdhouse,  Schroeder, 
Wilkinson,  and  Jessop  killing  a  good  numlser  of  fish. 
On  the  Wiske,  Messrs.  White  and  Back  secured  good 
baskets  of  roach,  though  the  weather  was  very  unfavour- 
able for  angling.  Pike  fishing  in  the  Ouse  has  been  good, 
several  pike  over  91b.  having  been  killed,  and  good  sport 
has  also  been  had  among  the  roarse  tiah.  At  Acaster, 
Mr.  Lutey  secured  a  lOlb.  basket,  and  at  Biahopsthorpe, 
Messrs,  Collin  and  Gunnee,  baskets  of  4  b.  The  Sir 
Robert  Angling  Club  fished  a  match  at  Acaster.  Twenty- 
four  members  entered,  and  good  sport  was  enjoyed  by 
most  members.  Mr.  A.  Fall  secured  the  first  prize,  F. 
Howell  second,  C.  Wells  third.  Eleven  members  cf  the 
White  Stag  Angling  Club  fished  an  off  match  at  Acaster, 
Mr.  C.  Room  secariog  first,  H.  Farrar  second,  B.  Kitohin 
third.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  I!sk  and  Liddle.-  The  flooded  condition  of 
both  rivers  during  most  of  the  past  fortnight  should 
improve  the  salmon  fishing  up  to  tha  close  of  tbe  season, 
on  the  3 1st  cf  this  month  Salmon  are  numerous,  but  as 
bait  fishing  is  now  prohibited,  anglers  have  to  wait  till  the 
water  subsides  ere  they  can  get  to  work.  A  good  many 
salmon  have  been  got  in  both  waters,  but  principally  in 
the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  Liddle,  however,  has  yielded 
good  sport  this  season.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches, 
below  Penton,  a  fine  stretch  cf  water,  Mr.  J.  Hope, 
Canonbie,  caught  two  small  salmon,  81b.  and  6.b. 
respectively  ;  in  the  same  water,  Mr.  A  Porteous,  Rowan- 
burn,  killed  one,  weighing  12Jlb.  In  the  upper  reaches, 
Mr.  James  Carruthers,  Nnwcaatleton,  landed  a  salmon  of 
181b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Stoddart,  Newcastleton,  one  of  8lb. ;  Mr. 
Geo.  Inglis,  Cops  haw,  caught  one  of  olb  ,  and  snbsequ*  ntly, 
one  of  12lio. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Murray,  Cannrbie,  ciught  two 
salmon,  one  151b,  and  one  weighing  "lb.,  in  the  lower 
secti(^n  of  the  river  ;  Mr.  Nichol  had  a  small  salmon, 
weighing  101b.,  in  Cow-Ugly  Pool.  Mr.  J.  Jird  e, 
Copshaw,  Imded  a  salmon  below  the  SindSolm  Pool,  iu 
the  upper  water,  and  another  angler,  who  is  too  modest  to 
allow  his  name  to  escape  him,  had  a  small  salmon  in  the 
Gullet  Pool.  Below  Penton  Bridge  to  Liddle  Foot  good 
fishing  is  to  be  had,  and  tbe  water  at  time  of  writing  is  in 
gocd  angling  trim.  Mr.  James  Graham,  Canonbi-),  has 
had  an  odd  salmon  or  two  of  about  121b.  weight  close  to 
the  viaduct.  The  Double  Water  of  the  E^k  is  yielding 
good  sport,  and  Sir  Richard  Graham,  of  Netherby,  and 
visitors  at  Netherby  Hall  have  taken  a  good  many  salmon 
from  Mr.  Baden-Powell's  favourite  pitch,  the  Thistla 
Pool.  In  the  lower  portion  of  the  Eek,  Mr.  Rudd,  Long- 
town,  killed  a  salmon  of  24lb.,  and  Mr.  W.  Chambers, 
Longtown,  one  of  ISJlb.  Mr.  W.  Muegrove  had  a  small 
salmon  below  Bridge,  and  several  anglers  staying 
at  the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel  have  done  fairly  well 
in  the  Roost,  the  Flatt,  and  Lyne-foot  Pools. 
Fishing  Colwan,  Netherby,  and  Canonbie,  Mr.  J.  Bell, 
Port  Stormont,  caught  two  salmon,  weighing  13ib.  and 
61b.  respectively.  Mr.  J.  Wilson  caught  one,  13ib  ,  in  the 
same  water.  Mr.  R.  Steel,  Canonbie,  landed  one  salmon 
of  91b.  in  the  mid  reaches.  Mr.  Jno.  Wylin,  Canonbie, 
one  of  201b.  in  the  Gilnockie  water.  Mr.  T.  Little  had  a 
salmon  of  a  similar  weight  in  the  Byreburn  water.  Mr. 
Yates,  Tod  Hill  Wood,  captured  a  salmon  of  251b.  in  the 
Double  water  at  Cauldroa  Pool;  at  a  seccnl  fishing  he 
caught  one  of  81b.  in  the  Willow  Pool.  Mr.  James  Park, 
Marsh  Bank,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  181b.  ia  the 
Willow  Pool  on  Friday,  and  one  of  l/ib.  on  Saturday. 
Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  Birmingham,  caught  one  of  lllb. 
in  the  Long  Pool,  and  subsequently  one  cf  121b. 
in  the  Rcuod  Pool.  Mr.  Wm.  Warwick,  London, 
caught  a  salmon  weighing  151b.  at  the  Damfoot 
Pool,  on  the  Liddle,  at  the  foot  of  Canonbie  Lea ; 
and  at  another  fishing  landed  one  of  121b  from  the  Willow 
Pool.  Dr.  Anderson,  E  k  Bank,  Canonbie.  had  a  small 
salmon  above  Canonbie  Bridge.  Mr.  Thos.  Graham  had  a 
nice  salmon  on  Saturday  be'otv  Hollows,  and  Mr.  James 
Davidson,  Canonbi^-,  a  small  fish  in  Byreburn-foot  water. 
Several  other  anglers  havn  had  small  salmon  iu  tbe  mid- 
reaches  of  tbe  Ejk.  Thi-  King  Pool  above  Langholm  has 
yielded  scarcely  anything  during  the  last  week.  Fair 
sport  is  being  bad  in  the  Duke  of  Bucsleuoh's  reserved 
water  by  visitors  at  Langholm  Lodge.  The  best  catch  has, 
however,  been  made  made  by  the  Rev.  W.  Wnite,  Lang- 
holm, who  larded  a  beauty  weighing  201b.  Anoddsalmon 
or  two  has  been  got  in  the  Hermitage  during  the  last  ten 
days.   Mr,  J.  Beattie,  in  the  upper  reaches,  caught  a 
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salmon  of  20ilb. :  Mr.  Jas.  Elliot,  one  of  19Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Chas.  Younghorn,  two  salmon  in  Canonbie  water;  Mr. 
K.  C.  White,  two  Bilmon,  141b.  and  IClb.  j  Mr.  J. 
Morrison,  one  salmon,  ISlb. ;  Mr.  Archie  Thompson  ran, 
in  the  Skipper's  Pool,  three  and  a  half  hours,  a  30-pounder ; 
Mr.  Dansey  caught  a  salmon  of  16Jlb.  weight,  in  the 
Double  water.  River  in  good  angling  order.  Seven  big 
salmon  got  in  Double  water. — Gilnockie. 

Dsveron  (BanffsMre).— The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable  for  the  past  week.  Rain  has  fallen  heavily, 
interspersed  with  showers  of  snow  and  hail.  The  river  is 
in  flood,  and  despite  the  nature  of  the  weather,  fair 
angling  has  been  got  all  over  the  ti»er.  There  is  a  good 
appearance  of  fish,  and  improved  sport  should  be  got  until 
the  close  of  the  season.  Dr.  Lawson,  who  is  ttaying  at 
the  Richmond  Hotel,  Cabrach,  killed  nineteen  lish  in 
three  days;  their  weight  ranged  from  81b.  to  141b.  On 
the  Netherdale  section,  on  the  9ch  inst.,  two  salmon, 
weighing  ISlb.  and  81b.,  were  landed,  and  on  the  12th,  a 
fine  salmon  of  221b.  On  Mr.  Porter's  fishings  at  Marnoch 
Lodge,  Major  Heaton  Ellis  grassed,  on  the  8th,  a  salmon 
of  201b.  ;  on  the  12th,  Mr.  Hart  Dyke,  three,  scaling  4lb., 
61b.,  and  251b. ;  and  on  the  13th,  a  grilse  of  21b.  On  the 
Corniehaugh  water,  on  the  12th,  Mr.  McLaren  had  a 
salmon  of  171b. ;  Mr.  Porter,  two,  of  14ilb.  and  7|lb. ;  and 
on  the  13th,  Lady  Bridge  a  salmon  of  231b.  On  the  9th, 
on  the  Duff  House  Water,  Mr.  Williams,  of  the  Fife  Arms 
Botel,  Banff,  and  friends,  had  four  fish,  the  largest  bsing 
a  handsome  fish  of  301b. ;  on  the  12  tb,  on  the  sime  water, 
other  two  fish  were  caught.  On  the  Inveriohny  water,  on 
the  loth,  Mr  Watt,  gamekeeper,  had  a  fish  of  20Ib. ;  and 
on  the  11th,  two  fish  of  fair  sizs.  On  the  Eden  water,  on 
the  11th,  a  couple  of  fish  were  killed,  the  heaviest  scaling 
221b.,  and  the  other  91b.— H.W. 

North-Eftst  of  Scotl&ud.— Were  the  rivers  anything 
like  steady  sport  would  ba  exceedingly  bright.  As  it  is, 
anglers  cannot  complain.  There  are  plenty  of  fish,  and 
the  closing  days  promise  well.  The  top  fish  for  the  season 
has  as  yet  been  got  by  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  on  the  Cairn- 
ton  section  and  sealed  41Jlb.  It  was  on  exhibition  in 
Brown's  window.  Union-street,  Aberdeen.  Mr.  Farley, 
Lord  Penrhyn,  and  others,  on  the  same,  fourteen  fish  last 
week  in  addition  to  the  above.  On  the  Inohmarlo  section, 
Mr.  Riviere  creeled  six  fish  for  the  week;  and  Mr.  Duncan 
Davidson  and  party  had  nine  scaling  from  71b.  to  23lb. 
On  the  Blackball  Castle  water  sport  has  been  kaener  than 
at  any  other  period  of  the  season,  and  on  the  Park,  Culter, 
Durris,  and  Maryculter  section  fish  are  being  creeled  every 
day.  On  the  Kingcausie  section,  Miss  Fortescue  had  two, 
ofiSlb.  and  101b.,  and  the  keeper  several  of  heavier  weights. 
On  the  Dess  water,  Capt.  D.  F.  Davidson  and  friends 
creeled  nine  fish  last  week,  scaling  from  161b.  to  271b. ; 
and  four  the  previous  one,  weighing  from  101b.  to  231b. 
On  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  G.  Boosey  had  five  last  week, 
scaling  from  81b.  to  191b. ;  Mrs.  Boosey,  a  fine  fish  of 
241b.;  Mr.  E.  Ludlow  Thorne,  three,  191b.,  201b.,  and 
201b. ;  and  Mr.  Sidney  Jones,  one  of  211b.  On  the 
Kincardine  waters.  Col.  Caldwell  creeled  one  of  101b. ; 
Hon.  Frank  Parker,  one  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Jennings,  six, 
scaling  from  91b.  to  201b. ;  and  Capt.  Forbes,  one  of  191b. 
On  Woodend  water,  Mr.  Joliffe  creeled  ten  fine  fish, 
ranging  up  to  231b. ;  and  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson,  on  Upper 
Inohmarlo,  several  of  average  weights.  On  Ballogie, 
Capt.  A.  M.  Farquhar  had  sis  fine  fish  to  his  own  rod  on 
Thursday  last,  and  several  others  have  been  get,  but 
details  are  not  to  hand.  On  the  Crathes  water  and 
Banchory  sections  a  good  few  fish  are  being  creeled,  as  also 
on  the  Invery  and  Knappoch  sections,  while  the  tidal  anglers 
are  having  splendid  sport  both  with  finnock  and  sea  trout. 
On  the  Don  sport  continues  exceedingly  life,  several  very 
large  fish  having  been  creeled  during  the  past  week.  On 
the  Grandholm  water  Colonel  Grant  had  the  top  weight 
for  the  section,  being  a  beauty  of  351b.  It  gave  an  exciting 
hour's  play,  and  was  killed  to  the  natural  minnow.  On 
Friday  last  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  creeled  five  fine  fish  to  his 
own  rod,  scaling  up  to  261b,  ;  and  on  Saturday  Mr. 
Grahame  had  four,  scaling  up  to  281b.  Professor  Cash 
has  had  fish  almost  every  day  on  the  Stoneywood  beat, 
and  Messrs.  C.  Grahame,  Davidson,  Scott,  Beattie,  and 
others  have  had  very  good  sport  on  the  Cruives  section. 
On  the  Kintore  burgh  waters  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Law 
creeled  three  fish  last  week;  and  Mr.  C.  Edmonstone 
had  two,  of  81b.  and  15lb.,  on  the  laverutie  burgh 
waters;  while  several  have  baen  got  on  the  Mony- 
musk,  Kemnay,  and  Alford  waters.  Finnock  anglers 
continue  to  do  well  on  the  tidal  reaches.  The 
Tthan  has  been  in  splendid  trim  and  sport  bright, 
especially  m  the  thickest  of  the  storm,  with  the  sea  trout. 
The  Ellon  Castle  party  are  having  a  brisk  season,  and 
several  fish  up  to  201b.  have  been  creeled  on  Lord  Aber- 
deen s  ticket  waters.  On  the  tidal  reaches,  Mr.  Ritchie's 
guests  are  doing  well  when  the  weather  and  tides  are 
favourable,  and  a  very  good  seasm  has  been  had  all 
through.  On  General  Russell's  Aden  water,  last  week, 
Mr.  Irvine,  London,  creeled  a  giilse  of  5|lb.,  while  several 
others  have  been  got  scaling  up  to  81b.  Messrs.  Ingram, 
Taylor,  Morrison,  and  others  are  doing  record  work  among 
the  fresh-run  finnock,  chiefly  to  the  worm.— G.  M. 

Sontli.  of  Scotland.— The  following  are  a  few  of  the 
details  of  the  sport  among  the  back-end  salmon  in  the 
nvers  embraced  in  this  district  since  last  week's  notes. 
The  Annan.— This  river  came  into  ply  on  Friday  after- 
noon, and  a  number  of  salmon  have  baen  landed  in  the 
different  waters.  There  is,  however,  a  scarcity  of  autumn 
fith  again  this  back  end,  and  many  anglers  have  not  so  far 
seen  a  fish  move  in  the  pools.  In  the  Mount  Annan 
private  water,  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom'g  fisherman,  Andrew 
Bell,  kUled  a  nice  salmon  of  18ilb.  in  the  Back-of-the- 
Wood  Pool,  with  Brown  Turkey  Fly.  On  Saturday  the 
same  angler,  fishing  in  the  Back-of-the-Wood  Pool,  killed 
a  very  fine  fish  of  22Jlb.,  and  during  the  afternoon  he  was 
Buccessful  m  landing  another  of  21ilb.  out  of  the  Bnrnfoot 
Pool.   His  three  fish  were  all  caught  with  Brown  Turkey 


Fly.  On  Saturday,  in  the  island  pool  of  Mount  Annan,  Mr. 
William  Robison,  Brydekirk,  caught  a  small  fish  of  91b.  with 
Grey  Turkey  Fly.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom  killed  a 
salmon  of  171b.  out  of  Alice's  Pool  above  Brydekirk  Upper 
Caul.  It  was  taken  with  fly.  In  the  Tower  Pool  the 
keeper,  Macdonald,  had  a  salmon  of  201b.  with  Grey 
Turkey  Fly  on  Monday  evening.  There  was  a  small  rise 
m  the  water  during  the  morning  which  caused  the  fish  to 
run  up  the  river  to  the  higher  waters.  In  Hoddom 
Castle  portion,  on  Monday,  one  of  Mr.  Brooks's  keepars, 
Tom  Reid,  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  about  221b.  in  the  Scales 
Pool  with  fly.  Mr.  Jackson,  Dumfries,  hooked  and  lost 
one  on  Saturday  in  Hoddom  water.  On  Tuesday  the 
keeper,  Reid,  had  another  fine  salmon  of  over  201b.  in 
the  Scales  Pool  with  fly.  Only  a  few  salmon  have  been 
seen  rising  in  the  Castle  water  this  season,  and  it  is  balieved 
that  not  many  fish  are  in  this  portion  of  the  Annan. 
In  the  Dormont  water  a  Lockerbie  angler  killed  one  of 
221b.  near  to  Williamwath  Bridge  on  Friday,  and  two 
others  were  caught  in  the  stretch  above  Fonrtowns 
waters,  small  fish  of  91b.  or  101b.  These  were  taken  with 
worm  bait,  and  the  221b.  fish  at  Williamwath  Bridge  was 
caught  with  the  Devon  minnow.  On  Tuesday  the  keeper 
at  Luce  killed  one  of  201b.  in  the  Tower  Pool  of  Mount 
Annan,  and  the  keeper,  T.  Reid,  hid  one  in  Hoddom  on 
Tuesday.  More  rain  fell  on  Tuesday  night,  and  by  noon 
to-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  Annan  was  in  flood  again. 
This  will  spoil  the  water  for  a  day  or  two.  No  fish  are 
running.  The  Nith.— This  lieer  was  in  flood  the 
greater  part  of  last  week,  and  there  was  no  fly  fishing  until 
near  the  close  of  the  week.  Bait  fisbars  using  the  worm 
had  smaller  baskets  of  herling  and  sea  trout  as  compared 
with  that  previously  reported.  I  hear  of  no  salmon  being 
landed  so  far,  and  very  few  appear  to  ba  ascending  the 
river.  The  lower  waters  seem  to  be  without  any.  In  the 
middle  reaches  one  or  two  were  noticed  rising,  and  a  few 
grilse,  mostly  early  run  fish,  are  in  the  uppar  pools. 
Yellow  trout  are  now  out  of  condition,  and  should  be 
returned  to  the  water.  A  grilse  was  caught  in  the  portion 
below  Sanquhar.  The  Galloway  Rivers.— These  rivers 
have  lately  been  much  disturbed  with  heavy  floods,  and 
generally  the  sport  has  been  exceedingly  disappointing. 
As  the  season  on  the  Galloway  rivers  will  shortly  close, 
the  back-end  fishing  may  be  said  to  have  been  a  failure, 
like  that  of  last  year  and  the  autumn  before.  The  Urr  of 
Dalbeattie  yielded  two  or  three  fish.  Last  week  Mr. 
Charles  Crerar,  Tarbreoch,  Kirkpatrick,  Durham,  caught 
two  salmon,  of  71b.  and  181b.,  in  Kilquhauity  Holm  water. 
They  were  both  taken  with  fly.  Only  two  or  three  fish 
have  been  seen  rising  in  the  Urr  since  the  floods  subsided. 
— Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  angling  season  which 
closed  on  Monday  has  been  the  poorest  of  recent  years— in 
fact,  on'more  than  one  reach  it  is  said  to  have  been  the 
poorest  on  record.  On  the  Gordon  Castle  water  the 
results  have  not  been  so  low  for  nearly  twenty  years, 
caused  by  weather  and  water  conditions  being  unsuitable, 
and  apparently  fewer  rods,  at  least  on  the  lower  pools. 
Grilse  were  exceptionally  scarce,  being  the  reverse  of  last 
year,  when  many  more  grilse  than  salmon  were  killed  by 
the  rod.  The  heaviest  salmon,  weighing  361b.,  was  landed 
by  Lord  Chesterfield,  Capt.  Kerr  being  next  with  one  of 
341b.,  and  Lord  March  following  with  one  of  33  lb.  Several 
of  301b.  and  over  were  got  by  the  lady  anglers  of  the 
Gordon  Castle  party,  of  which  Mrs.  Arthur  Sassoon  was 
the  most  suooessfnl.  The  Dake  of  York  killed  fourteen 
salmon  on  the  latter  waters,  and  one  at  Dalfur,  averaging 
about  171b.  each.  From  the  Knockando  House  water 
last  week  Mr.  Macpherson,  Craigelhchie,  killed  one  of 
111b. ;  and  on  the  Laggan  water  Sir  Ford  North  had  two, 
of  28Jlb.  and  71b.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water  Sir  A.  L. 
Smith  killed  two,  17ilb.  and  161b.,  and  his  fisherman  one 
of  101b.,  while  Miss  B.  Smith  had  one  of  25Jlb.,  and  the 
fisherman  one  of  161b.  The  sport  on  the  closing  day  was 
miserable.— J.  M. 

Tay. — The  autumn  rod  fishing  on  the  river  Tay  closed 
on  Monday  last,  16th  inst.  The  river  Earn  is  the  only 
tributary  that  remains  open  till  the  end  of  the  present 
month.  The  fishing  has  not  been  so  good  this  season 
owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  river.  Daring  the  first 
ten  days  after  the  nets  went  off  ( Aug.  26)  good  sport  was 
got,  but  for  the  following  three  weeks  the  river  was  down 
at  summer  level,  making  many  of  the  beats  unfishable. 
From  the  time  the  floods  came  to  bring  up  the  fish  the 
river  remained  in  an  unsettled  state,  and  never  got  into 
proper  ply  for  more  than  one  day  at  a  time.  Considering  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  river  fair  sport  has  been  got,  and 
salmon  were  very  plentiful,  but  grilse  were  rather  scarce. 
During  the  last  week  there  were  only  two  days  the  river 
was  in  ply,  and  even  on  those  days  many  of  the  beats  were 
too  high  for  good  sport.  The  closing  day  was  the  best 
fishing  day  of  the  season,  and  some  of  the  beats  yielded 
grand  sport.  The  best  day's  fishing  for  the  season  was 
got  on  the  last  day  on  Upper  Stobhall  Beat.  There  were 
two  boats  on  this  beat.  Messrs.  Archd.  Coats  and  P.  D. 
Malloch  from  one  boat  had  ten  fish  weighing  2161b.,  and 
one  grilse  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  caught  four  fish 
weighing  691b  —total  for  the  one  beat,  fifteen  lish,  weigh- 
ing 2921b.  The  best  day's  sport  on  Meikleour  Water  was 
got  by  Col.  Hon.  Everard  Digby  on  Oct.  13  with  nine 
salmon,  weighing  IColb.  ;  on  the  previous  day,  on  the  same 
water,  he  killed  eight  fish,  weighing  1431b.  The  Duke  of 
Bedford's  best  day  on  Meikleour  was  got  on  the  closing  day. 
The  Duke  and  Duchess  arrived  at  Meikleour  lite  ia  the 
af cernoon,  and  within  an  hour  his  Grace  killed  four  fish, 
weighing  031b.  Her  Grace  had  also  a  fish  of  121b  ,  and 
two  grilse  of  16Jlb.  Lord  Warwick's  best  day  oa  Meik- 
leour yielded  six  salmon  of  1251b. ,  and  five  grilse  of  37lb. 
The  best  day's  sport  got  on  Stanley  water  was  had  on  the 
closing  day  on  the  lower  beat.  Messrs.  Wm.  Herring  and 
Reid,  fishing  from  one  boat,  landed  seven  silmon  of  lesjlb. , 
the  heaviest  weighing  451b.,  and  was  caught  by  Mr. 
Herring.   This  is  the  heaviest  fish  that  hag  been  caught 


on  the  Tay  this  season.  It  was  sent  to  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch,  Perth,  to  have  a  oast  taken  from  it.  The  next 
heaviest  fish  was  landed  by  Dc.  Harcourt  Coates  on 
Lower  Redgorton  water  on  4th  inst.  It  weighed  30lb. 
Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  guests'  total  catch  for  the  autumn 
season  was  over  200  fish.  On  the  closing  day  the  pools  on 
the  variom  beats  were  quite  alive  with  fish,  and  the 
prospects  are  good  lor  the  spawning  season.  The  following 
are  the  takes  got  during  the  closing  week  :  Meikleour 
Beat.— Fishing  this  beat  on  the  10th  inst.,  Col.  Hon. 
Everard  Digby  landed  seven  fish,  of  21Jlb.,  201b., 
181b.,  16^1b.,  10!b.,  201b.,  131b.,  and  two  grilse,  of  81b. 
and  71b.;  on  11th  inst.,  four  fish,  of  251b.,  181b., 
lOlb.,  and  141b. ;  on  12th  inst.,  eight  fish,  of  201b.. 
201b..  181b,,  181b.,  181b.,  17ib.  171b.,  and  151b.;  and 
on  13th  inst.,  nine  salmon,  of  241b.,  211b.,  181b.,  181b, 
161b.,  151b,  and  Itlb.  On  same  beat,  on  llth  inst., 
Lady  Beatrice  Taylor  killed  two  salmon,  of  171b.  each  ;  and 
on  13th  inst.  one  salmon  of  101b.  On  12th  inst..  Lord 
Warwick  landed  six  silmon  of  251b.,  231b.,  2llb.,  20ib,. 
201b.,  and  161b.,  and  five  grilse  of  91b.,  81b,,  7ib.,  7lb.,  and 
Oib._  Oa  15th  inst.,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Bedford, 
fishing  for  an  hour  or  two  late  in  the  afternoon,  landed 
five  salmon,  of  191b.,  101b..  101b.,  121b.,  and  12ib.,  and  two 
grilse  of  91b.  and  7ilb.  Her  Grace  had  one  salmon  and 
two  grilse  to  her  own  rod.  Islamouth  Beat.— Lord 
Blythswood,  fishing  this  baat  on  llth  inst.,  landed  one 
grilsa  of  71b. ;  on  13th  inst.,  (hrea  salmon,  521b.,  and  two 
grilse,  averaging  71b.  each  ;  and  on  same  day  Mr.  Praed 
killed  three  salmon,  of  161b.,  101b.,  and  121b.  Uppek 
Cargill  Beat.— Fishing  this  beat  on  llth  inst.,  Lord 
Cairns  landed  four  salmon,  of  221b.,  201b.,  181b.,  and  1611), 
On  12th  inst..  Lord  Cairns,  Lord  Vane-'Tempest,  and  Lord 
Chesterfield  had  six  salmon,  of  191b.,  17|lb..  171b.,  161b., 
151b.,  aid  141b.,  and  two  grilse  of  yjlb.  and  71b.  On  15th 
inst..  Lord  Cairns  and  Lord  Vane-Tempesi  caught 
three  fish,  of  211b.,  181b.,  and  151b.  Willies 
Stone  Beat.— Lord  Blythswood,  fishing  this  beat 
on  12th  inst.,  landed  six  salmon,  weighing  1191b.  On  15th 
inst.  Lord  Blythswood  and  Mr.  Prasd  had  eight  fish, 
weighing  1541b.,  and  one  grilse  of  7ib.  Upi'EE  Stobhall 
Beat.— Fishing  this  beat  on  10th  inst,,  W.  H.  Ooata 
killed  four  salmon,  of  181b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  151b.  On 
12thlin8t.,  Messrs.  Archd.  Coats  and  P.  D.  Malloch  had 
three  fish,  of  211b,,  201b.,  and  171b. ;  and  from  the  second 
boat  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  landed  five  salmon,  of  221b.,  171b., 
171b.,  161b.,  and  161b.  Oa  the  closing  day  Messrs.  Archd. 
Coats  and  P.  D.  Malloch  had  ten  salmon,  of  291b.,  26.b  . 
251b.,  241b.,  21Ib.,  21lb.,  201b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  161b..  and 
one  grilsa  of  71b.  ;  and  on  same  beat  W.  H.  Coats 
landed  four  salmon,  of  191b.,  181b.,  101b.,  and 
161b.  Lower  Stobhall  Beat. — Messrs.  Arc'a.  Coats 
and  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  this  beat  on  llth  inst., 
landed  oae  grilse  of  91b.  On  13th  inst.,  Mr.  P.  M,  Coats 
had  four  fish,  cf  201b.,  22Ib.,  lOJlb.,  and  10  b  ;  and  Mr. 
W.  H.  Coats,  one  fish  of  141b.  and  a  grilse  of  7<b.  Lower 
Taymount.— Fishing  this  water  on  10th  inst.,  Lird  Hard- 
wicke  had  one  salmon  of  201b.;  and  on  12th  its'c,  thtej 
salmon,  of  201b,,  171b.,  and  161b,;  also  the  Hon.  Louis 
Greville  had  one  salmon  of  101b.  and  two  grilse,  of  lOib. 
and  81b.  On  15th  inst..  Lord  Hardwicke  killed  two 
salmon,  of  191b.  and  141b.,  and  two  grilsa,  of  81b.  and  61b. ; 
and  Lord  Warwick,  two  fish,  of  171b.  and  161b.,  and  one 
grilsa  of  101b,  Bubnmouth  Beat.— Messrs.  G.  F. 
McCorquodale  and  son,  fishing  this  beat  on  llth  inst., 
killed  three  salmon,  of  191b,,  171b,,  and  151b,,  and 
two  grilse  of  8^Ib.  and  71b,  On  12th  inst., 
G.  W.  Wolff,  MP.,  had  one  salmon  of  171b. 
On  16th  inst.,  Capt.  Stewart,  one  grilse  of  81b.  Cat- 
holes  Beat.— Mr.  G.  F.  McCorquodale  had  one  salmon 
of  12lb.  on  this  beat  on  12th  inst.  Upper  Stanley.— 
Fishing  this  beat  on  llth  inst.,  Messrs.  Wm.  Herring  and 
Reid  had  one  salmon  of  181b. ;  and  on  13th  inst.,  one 
salmon  of  21Jlb.  Lower  Stanley.— On  lOch  inst., 
Messrs.  Wm.  Herring  and  Reid  landed  one  salmon  of 
181b.,  and  two  grilse,  of  7ib.  and  91b.  On  12th  inst,, 
three  salmon,  of  181b,,  181b.,  161b.,  and  four  grilse,  of  71b., 
6ilb.,  OJlb.,  and  01b.  ;  and  on  15th  inst.,  seven  salmon,  of 
451b.,  2$lb,.  231b.,  231b.,  19ilb.,  18Jlb.,  and  lOJlb.,  and 
two  grilse,  of  71b.  and  81b.  Benehill  Water.— Fishing 
this  beat  on  13th  inst..  Lord  Hardwicke  landed  one  grilse 
of  71b.  Upper  Redgorton  Beat.  —  Fishing  this 
beat  on  10th  inst.,  Mr.  Kennedy-Butler  landed  one 
salmon  of  191b.  On  12th  inst.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats 
had  one  fish  of  261b.  and  a  grilse  of  9ib.  On  15  th  inst, 
Mr.  P.  M,  Coats  and  Mrs.  Harcourt  Coats,  of  Salisbury, 
haa  one  salmon  of  181b.  and  three  grilse,  211b.  Lower 
Redgorton  Beat. — Mr.  P.  M,  Coats  and  Mrs.  Harcourt 
Coates,  fishing  this  beat  on  llth  inst.,  killed  four  fish,  of 
211b  ,  211b.,  201b,,  and  18ib.,  and  one  grilse  of  91b. ;  and 
on  13th  inst  ,  Mr.  Coats  had  two  grilsa,  of  91b.  and  61b. 
Lower  Bertha.— Fishing  this  baat  on  13th  inst.,  Mr. 
R.  G,  Allan,  of  Liverpool,  had  one  salmon  of  161b.  and 
two  grilse,  of  71b.  and  8ib.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  main  rivers  were  flooded  last  week— in  the  early  part 
of  it — and  allowed  of  a  good  run  cf  salmon  from  the  lower 
districts.  As  showing  the  result  cf  the  rise  in  the  Tweed, 
we  may  state  that  Mr.  Ley,  lessee  of  the  famous  Floors 
Castle  upper  waters,  killed  sevf  nteen  fish  in  three  days.  In 
one  day's  angling  on  the  lower  reaches,  the  proprietor,  his 
Grace  the  Dake  of  Roxburghe,  killed  eight  fish,  all  good 
weights.  On  the  Ednam  House  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Wood,  London,  the  lessee,  had  four  salmon,  weighing 
respectively  15 lb.,  17ib.,  171b.,  and  191b.;  and  on  the 
lower  water,  Mr.  James  Tait,  Kelso,  killed  one  grand 
clean  run  fish  with  tide  lice  on  it,  which  drew  the  scale  at 
171b.  On  many  of  the  other  waters  good  results  have  also 
been  had,  I  understand,  but  my  special  reports  are  not  yet 
to  hand,  but  will  be  sent  on  next  week.  Trout  fishing  is 
just  about  over  here  for  the  season.  Very  few  of  the 
legitimate  trout  anglers  are  now  to  ba  seen  on  the  river- 
side; bat,  of  course,  the  everlasting  ail-the-year-round 
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killers  of  the  speckled  beauties  are  always  to  be  seen  in 
abnndanos,  and  their  pretence,  in  many  oases,  that  they 
ara  fishing  for  tront,  is  only  a  pretext  for  poaching  salmon 
when  they  get  the  chance,  which  is  not  seldom.  However, 
I  must  say  that  the  water  bailiffs  in  the  Kelso  district  do 
their  arduous  work  well  iu  looking  afcer  these  river 
loungers ;  but,  of  course,  they  omnot  be  everywhere  on 
the  rivers'  banks.  To-day  (Wednesday)  (he  Tweed  and 
Teviot  are  in  splendid  fishing  order,  and,  as  there  are  a 
good  many  fish  in  the  river,  good  resnltg  are  expected 
during  the  last  days  of  the  week. — Maxwheki.. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Corrib  (Oalvray).— The  season  closed  on  the  Corrib 
on  the  15th  inst.  with  the  river  high  and  out  of  order.  The 
fish — chiefly  peal — taken  for  the  previous  three  weeks  were 
off  ojlour  and  in  bad  condition.  Up  to  a  couple  of  years 
ago  the  lessees  usually  stopped  angling  in  the  last  week  of 
Septemb<>r,  bat  this  season  and  last  season  angling  was 
continue  d  up  to  the  legal  closing  day.  The  season  on  the 
whole  was  a  fairly  good  one. — J.  A.  B. 

Connt^  Donegal. — Previous  to  the  rise  of  water  in 
theLennon,  Col.  Campion, IMr.  A.  E.G.  Casey,  Eev.  P.  A. 
T.  Tydd,  Eev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  Major  Thornton,  and  some 
other  fishers  had  several  silmon,  each  rangiog  from  711 .  to 
121b.  The  season  closes  on  the  L  snnon,  Bnnorana,  and 
any  other  streams  now  open  on  Oct.  31. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummaragh  and  Inney.— Sporb  has  been  fair  at 
salmon  peal  and  sea  trout  during  the  pist  fortnight  on 
the  Inney  among  the  few  anglers  out,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  anglers  being  out  on  the  Cummeragh,  where 
salmon  and  sea  trout  were  reasonably  supposed  to  be 
numerous.  The  season  closed  on  Monday,  Oct.  15. — 
T.  J.  D. 

BKoy,  Iionglis  Conn  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Sea  trout  fishing  fairly  good  for  the  pist  week, 
Mr.  Tate  and  son,  for  the  week,  fifty-three  trout,  421b., 
and  landed  five  salmon.  Mr.  Beckea,  for  the  week,  sixty- 
five  tront,  511b. ;  landed  three  salmon.  Mr.  Dawson  and 
son,  sixty-nine  trout,  551b. ;  landed  four  salmon.  A  few 
small  pike  have  been  got  on  the  lakes.  A  good  number  of 
ducks  have  also  been  got  by  Mr.  Bruce  in  the  estuary. 
Gentlemen  visiting  Ballina  should  take  their  guns.— Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconuell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  killed,  Oct.  ISth,  one  salmon,  141b.  ;  15th,  on* 
peal,  71b.  On  Newgardtn,  the  fishermen  killed,  17th,  one 
salmon,  SJIb.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  8.  C.  Vansittart  killed, 
15th,  one  salmon,  191b.,  and  one  peal,  6Jlb.  On  the  Castle 
fishery.  Major  Whitaker  killed,  15  th,  one  peal,  81b. ;  on 
this  water  also  the  fishermen  killed,  17th,  one  salm3n, 
14;b.  Owing  to  heavy  rains  the  river  has  gone  up  con- 
siderably.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Wateirville,  co.  Kerry).  — The 
season  closed  on  Monday,  Oct.  15,  The  concluding  days 
showed  good  sport  at  saa  and  brown  trout  to  anglers  out 
from  the  Bay  View  Hotel,  who  fished  with  Mr,  T. 
McCarthy,  and  used  his  flies. — T.  J.  D. 

Wateiville  (Kerry).— Those  who  visit  Waterville 
may  like  to  know  how  tne  back-end  fishing  wound  up.  The 
best  bags  were  :  F.  P.  Crowther,  Hoylake,  Chesham,  in 
twelve  days,  fishing  with  Tim  McCarthy,  had  148  sea 
trout ;  about  thirty  old  housekeepers,  varying  from  21b,  to 
3^1b.  The  best  basket  was  one  of  281b.  (twenty-two  sea 
trout;  next,  one  of  231b.— twenty  sea  trout).  Alderman 
Dale,  from  Cork,  had  one  basket  of  seventeen  sea  trout. 
His  total  for  six  days  was  sixty-four  white  trout.  Sir 
Thomas  Hughes,  Liverpool,  had  some  fair  bags.  Mr. 
Bora,  of  South  View-terraca,  had  a  salmon  of  lljlb.  and 
seven  sea  trout  in  one  day  on  the  big  lake.  These  were  all 
got  on  tront  flies  and  fine  tackle  supplied  by  Tim 
McCarthy.  Several  local  bags  were  made,  but  not  of  any 
particular  interest  to  your  readers.  The  past  week  would 
have  been  a  rec3rd,  but  owing  to  the  strong  gales  of  wind, 
which  left  most  parts  of  the  days  unfishable.  As  I  write 
we  have  a  heavy  downfall,  which  will  bring  the  fish  to 
their  spawning  grounds.— Tim  McCarthy. 

SEA  FISHINQ. 

Ballinskellig's.  —  Though  the  weather  has  been 
unfavourable,  fair  sport  has  generally  been  had  at  garnard, 
whiting,  and  bream.  A  few  bass  have  been  had  about  the 
mouth  of  the  Reenroe  river,  and  pollack  yielded  fair  sport 
near  Horse  Island.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballyc  itton.— Very  little  angling  has  been  done  since 
last  report.  All  fish  usually  taken  are  still  reported 
numerous,  and  good  sport  is  expected  during  the  c  ^ming 
week. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.— A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  owing 
to  unfavourable  weather  sport  has  been  very  slack.  The 
prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  not  much  improved, 
as  the_  weather  is  very  changeable  at  present.— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— Calm  sea;  numbers  of  boat  anglers  off. 
Good  catches  of  silver  whiting  and  large  dabs  on  lugworm 
and  mussel.  Oct.  12,  sea  as  calm  as  a  mill  pond,  and 
many  boats  off  the  "hospital  ground"  and  Black  Rock. 
Oct.  13,  14,  and  15,  sea  too  rough  for  small  boats.  Oct.  16, 
calm,  and  many  boats  off  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  • 
some  rod  and  line  fishing,  and  several  off  Ovingdean  Gap 
with  '  trot  "  lines  out.    Oct.  17,  rough  sea.— H. 

Bnrnham-on-Cronoh.— On  Oct.  14  we  had  more 
anglers  down  than  fish  caught.  It  blew  a  gale  of  wind  all 
day.  A  party  cut  with  Coopeir  in  the  Volunteer  did  not 
wet  a  line,  but  several  small  parties  braved  the  severity  of 
the  gale  and  bumpy  water,  two  friends  and  self  among 
them ;  result,  a  few  small  whiting  and  eels,  and  they  were 
caught  by  guess,  as  we  could  not  feel  the  "knocks." 
High  water  next  Sunday,  10.59  a.m.  First  train  leaves 
Liverpool-street  9  22  a.m.;  arrives  here  at  11.17  a.m 
Two  gentlemen  staying  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  on  Oct.  15* 
in  the  Ferry  hole,  had  some  good  flatfish  and  eel«,  and 
Email  whitiDg.— J.  Weight. 


The  following 
for  the  use  of 
Oct.  26 : , 


table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
sea  anglers  for  the  weak  ending  Friday, 


Scarborough  „ 

Yarmontb 

Lowestoft   

A-ldebargh  ,„., 
Harwich  ,  


Burnham-on-  ) 
Crouohj 

Sonthend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-) 
stairs,*  Rams-S- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Eastings  , 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  j 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
Southwiok  / 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

Plymouth   


Sat, 

San. 

Hon. 

[  Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Frl. 

a  m. 
1.57 
p.m. 
2.18 

a.m. 
2.38 
p.m. 
2.57 

a  m 
3  15 
P  m. 
3  31 

a.m 
3.46 
p  m. 
4.  1 

a.m. 
4.17 
p.m 
4.33 

a.m. 

4.49 
p  m. 
5.  5 

a  m 

6.21 
p.m 
0.37 

G..57 
7.19 

7.37 
7.54 

8.10 
8.26 

8.43 

8.59 

9.15 
9.31 

9.47 
10,  4 

10  20 
10.30 

7.39 
8.  1 

8  20 
837 

8.52 
9.  8 

9.26 
9.42 

9.57 
10.13 

10.29 
10.46 

11.  2 

11.19 

8  27 
8.49 

9.  7 
9.24 

9.40 
9.55 

10.  la 
10.29 

10.45 
11.  0 

11  17 
11.34 

11.55 

9.52 
10.15 

10  35 
10.53 

11.10 
11.26 

11  42 
11.57 

0.13 

0.29 
0.45 

1.  1 
1.17 

10.  2 
10.25 

10.46 
11.  3 

11.15 
11.35 

11.81 

0.  7 
0.23 
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WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegraph.— Friday,  Oct.  19. 

Margate.— N.E. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate.— N.B. ;  moderate. 
Deal.— N.E. ;  smooth. 
Dover.— N.N  E. ;  moderate: 
Hastings.— N.E. ;  smooth. 


Castletown  (oo.  Cork).— Good  sport  continues  to  be 
had  at  and  around  thia  station  at  all  fish  usually  taken. 
On  Saturday  four  anglers  got  243  fish  (principally  gnroard" 
and  whiting),  and  another  party  of  five  got  272.— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (oo.  Kerry).— On  the  whole  the  sport 
had  since  last  report  has  bee#i  satisfactory,  though  only  a 
few  boats  have  been  out  occasionally.  The  outloofe  for  the 
next  few  days  is  not  very  bright,  as  the  weather  is  getting 
rather  wild.— T.  J.  D,  s  » 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Poor  returna  have  recently  been 
made  upon  the  pier,  although  several  good  individual 
catches  have  been  made.  Night  fishing  has  proved  much 
better  than  day,  the  water  being  very  clear,  Sunday's 
pier  anglers  included  Mrs.  Hutchinga,  Mrs.  Couzans,  and 
Messrs.  Burgess,  Hutchiugs,  Lane,  Zaehnsdorf,  Holland, 
Conzens,  Durlacher,  Duff,  J,  W,  Martiu,  Gamble,  Craw- 
»r  'r,  Athow,  but  the  day's  sport  was  poor, 

Mr.  Zaehnsdorf's  six  poUack,  a  plaice  of  IJlb.,  and  a 
241b.  codhng  being  the  only  decent  takes.  On  the  previous 
day,  M18S  J.  Bosby  captured  a  fine  mackerel  upon  a  hand- 
i  jj-i!^  ,  fi^'^ioK  from  the  upper  deck  of  the  pisr. 
Additional  rodstera  on  Monday  were  Messrs.  R.  Richard- 
son, H.  Richardson,  A.  Richardson,  Gilbertson,  Bursill 
Miskin,  Durrant,  Morgan,  and  Lind.  Each  rod  accounted 
tor  a  few  fish,  chiefly  whitings,  during  the  day,  and  in  the 
evening,  between  nine  and  eleven,  some  good  bags  were 
made.  Mr.  Thomas  took  four  pollack,  and  ths  same 
number  on  the  following  day.  Mr.  Holt.  Mr.  and  Miss 
Correll,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  Mr.  and  Miss  Taylor 
Mrs.  Smyth,  Mr.  Dean,  Mr.  Hickmott,  and  others  each 
realised  a  little  sport  on  Tuesday,  several  nice  silver  eels 
being  included  in  their  day's  catch,  one  taken  by  Mrs. 
Couzens  weighing  l|lb.  Mr.  Abrahams  and  his  boatman 
brought  in  170  whiting  ;  and  Mr.  Engelhart,  fishing  with 
D.  Pritchard,  had  2/1  very  fine  whiting,  probably  the 
heaviest  catch  of  the  presant  season.  Mr.  Humel  and  Mr. 
Waddell  each  took  a  lot  of  codling,  whiting,  and  pouting 
upon  the  pier  at  night,  their  heaviest  fish  scaling  41b.  Mr 
Holt  got  three  good  flatfish  before  his  breakfast  hour  on 
Wednesday,  and  a  few  whiting  were  also  taken  as  well  as 
some  half  dozen  pollack,  bat  the  latter  ran  small.  Murry 
Larkins,  the  well-known  boatman,  oaught  two  lobsters  on 
a  trot  line  on  Sunday  last,  the  larger  one  soalinK  7ilb  —J 
Richardson  (B.S.A  S  ).  s  2  • 

Deal.— The  latter  part  of  week  was  all  that  was 
desired  for  fishing,  and  on  Friday  Messrs.  Haynes,  Major 
Holmes,  and  Mr.  Torr,  fishing  with  Johnny  Marsh, 
landed  four  score  whiting.  On  Saturday  the  same  party, 
three  score  twelve,  some  of  thtsa  fish  scaling  well ;  Messrs. 
Perks,  Geaks,  and  Andrews,  six  score  whiting  and  cod- 
"°g'  ,  "^""^^y  "0  grand  takes.  Monday  not  many  boats 
out,  highest  take  aloat  six  score.  Tuesday  quite  a 
summer  day,  and  some  of  the  whiting  landed  would  do 
well  to  weigh-in  at  competition ;  also  the  codling  ran  a 
good  8526,  but  not  many  of  them  in  number,  while  the 
whitmg  takes  ran  up  to  eight  and  nine  score,  Wednesday, 


wind  S.8.W.  fresh,  not  many  boats  out  and  nothicg 
particular  to  report.  Tides  suit  waek-end  9  to  9  30  a.m. 
to  go  out.— Edward  Hanoee  (Kenwyn,  North  Parade). 

Dingle —Though  the  weather  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  since  laet  report  has  been  wild  and  wet,  eood 
sport  has  been  lad  at  various  fish.  The  outlook  at  time 
of  writing  is  dull,  as  the  weather  has  assumed  a  very 
wintry  appearance. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymonth.— The  bass  are  still  about  in  great  number*, 
one  rod  took  sixty  last  week  in  one  evening,  averaging  lib, 
aoiece.  Some  a  great  deal  heavier  have  also  been  taken. 
Undoubtedly  the  best  bait  for  them  is  the  green  crab, 
which  you  find  under  the  stones  and  amongst  the  pools  at 
low  water ;  their  shells  are  very  soft  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  as  they  are,  to  use  a  common  expression,  moulting, 
or  changing  their  shell.  I  know  of  no  better  bait  for  bass 
than  this.  A  friend  of  mine,  on  Thursday,  hauled  h'u 
crab  pots,  which  he  had  left  down  longer  than  nsual,  and 
he  found  that  the  bast  of  hia  crabs  had  been  eaten  by  an 
octopus  ;  he  had  sucked  away  the  soft  part  under  the  shell, 
and  cleared  the  inside  out.  There  is  great  complaint  by 
the  fishermen  and  amateurs  who  shoot  or  lay  down  small 
spillers  close  to  the  rocka,  that  these  octopi  clear  the 
hooks  of  bait  or  fish,  and  they  will  not  be  sorry  when  they 
take_  their  departure.  It  would  be  interesting  if  the 
Marine  Biological  Aquarium  people  could  arrange  a  fight 
bstween  an  octopus  and  a  crab  in  one  of  their  large  tanks  ; 
if  they  were  to  charge  23.  6d.  a  head  they  would  get  the 
placa  full  to  see  it.  The  usual  pier  fishing  is  showing  good 
sport,  especially  with  smelt,  and  these  they  are  catching 
on  light  trout  oasts,  vrith  drawn  gut  hooks,  some  of  the 
rods  taking  as  many  as  twenty  dozen.— Williasi  Hearder 
(B.S.A. 8.) 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Whiting  are  being  oaught 
in  small  numbers  by  pier  anglers,  also  one  or  two  codling. 
Flounders,  eels,  and  dabs  are  plentiful,  also  pouting. 
The  boats  are  getting  good  catches  of  whiting  and  cod,— 
Samuel  J.  Sankey. 

Scarborough,— Pier  anglers  are  having  good  sport 
with  billet,  whiting,  and  flatfish,  more  especially  after 
sunset.  Herring  milt  (soft  roe)  is  the  most  tempting  bait 
for  large  billet,  lugworm  for  whiting,  and  ragworm 
(locally  called  "  thirst  ")  for  flatBsh.- H. 

Southend  and  Leigh.— Notwithstanding  the  recent 
boisterous  weather  angling  reports  are  cheery.  Sport  is 
undoubtedly  improving ;  the  fish  are  more  plentiful,  and 
of  batter  size.  The  tramways  on  the  pier  will  soon  be 
stooped,  and  then  fishing  there  will  be  batter,  as  the  noise 
and  vibration  of  two  heavy  trains,  running  ia  opposite 
directions,  either  drives  the  fish  [away,  or  causes  them  to 
sand.  Weather  prospects  for  the  week-end  somewhat 
doubtful.  Just  lately  on  more  than  one  occasion  we  have 
had  mora  than  half  a  gale  with  very  little  barometrical 
waining.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  wind  is  inclined  to 
bs  squally,  sea  fairly  smooth,  weather  clear  but  cold, 
probably  unsettled.  Barometer  29.85,  steady.  Wind  W. 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A. S  ) 

Vaientia.  —  Sport  ccntinues  good  in  all  departments, 
but  full  details  of  all  the  sport  had  have  not  been  obtained. 
Sea  angling  as  a  rule  is  carried  on  here  throughout  the 
year  within  the  harbour,  except,  indeel,  in  case  of 
abnormally  severe  or  wild  weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Sport  is  onoe  more  good  at  various  fish, 
but  no  visitors  have  been  out.  On  Monday  four  anglers 
had  120  gurnard  and  ten  pollack  in  about  four  hours. 
Mackerel,  scad,  garfish,  haddock,  bream,  gurnard,  and 
whiting  are  numerous  in  the  small  bay.— T.  J.  D. 


Eejioxts  from  Clubs 

We  leg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  mutt 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Bvening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  ma/rked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Bsnevolent  Society,  Club  Union-build, 
ings,  Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.— The  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Oct.  26  at 
8.30.— R  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  .—My  next 
visit  tabes  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Oct  22,  at  the 
Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials,  Coach  and  Horsas,  St. 
John's-lane,  Clerkenwell.— Ben. 

Anelers'  Benevolent  Society.— Thames  Com- 
petition.—Committee  Rooms,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
Orescent,  Notting  Hill,  close  to  Notting  HUl,  Nottiog 
Hill  Gate,  and  Central  London  Railways.- Siroa  last 
report  I  beg  leave  to  thank  Mr.  Shspherd,  of  dueen's 
Piscatorials,  for  solid  silver  medal  in  case  ;  W.  Musgravo, 
St.  John's  AS.,  for  silver-mounted  pipe  in  case-  w' 
Tucker,  of  Duke  of  Norfolk  A.S.,  pair  of  opera  glasses  •' 
CiiMold  A.S.,  prize  value  7s.  6d. ;  Mr.  Glaisher,  Notting 
Hill  Gate,  a  book  ;  Mr.  Williams,  of  York-street,  centre- 
])in  reel;  Cobden  A.S.,  prize  value  IOj.  61.;  and  Mr. 
aUlier,  balance  handle  rod.  Would  all  societies  who  are 
competing  in  the  above  match  on  Nov.  4  could  sea  their 
way  to  contribute  a  prize,  no  matter  however  small  in 
value.  Our  aim  is  supporting  one  of  the  grandast 
societies  yet  afljit,  and  let  us,  a?  brother  anglers  and 
sportemen,  show  our  appreciation  by  sending  a  p-iza  to 
yours  traU— Ben  Abrahams,  Hon.  Sec,  25,  Silver-street, 
Notting  Hill  Ga  e, 

Aberoom  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction.— Several  membars  have  baen  out,  bat 
owing  to  the  boisterous  weather,  only  Mr,  Stuckey 
returned  with  bream.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  on 
Ivov,  4,  for  several  prizes.  We  have  made  another  new 
member,  Mr,  E,  Wilson,— Alf.  Paixter, 
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Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  Geo^gw  and  Dragon, 
Hifiih-street,  Aoton. — Oar  tbird  punt  oompatition  took 
place  at  Twickenham.  Fifteen  members  ompeted  for 
three  valuable  _  prizes,  but  the  fish  were  decidedly  off 
Upon  weighinj-in,  Mr.  "  Fairplay  "  was  recorded  winner  of 
first ;  but  at  our  next  meeting  he  had  to  put  up  with 
second,  Mr.  C.  F.  Hammond  taking  first;  Mr.  W.  Newark, 
third.  Total  weight,  12Jlb.  We  hive  jait  added  five 
anplers  to  onr  number. —  W.  Howell. 

Adni  r*l  Bla^e  Angling'  Society,  Admiral 
Blake,  Ladbroke  Grove.  W.— Tte  members  of  the  above 
fish  a  match  on  Oct.  21,  at  Boimoor;  cinal  only;  two 
rods  allowed ;  three  prizes.  Any  member  btiog  in 
arreirs  and  wishing  to  compete  can  pay  at  club-house. 
All  members  should  attend  on  Monday  next  to  elect  a 
secretary  in  place  of  present  one,  who  is  resigning. — H. 
Langton. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Anglin^r  Soolaty, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  above  fished  their  competition  at  Windsor  on  Oc'.  14, 
and  nine  prizes  out  of  twelve  were  won.  There  were  also 
three  special  prizes,  making  fifteen  in  all.  I  append  the 
first  six  winners:  Mr.  K.  Hariis,  first — also  secured  the 
three  specials  ;  Mr.  Wright,  second  ;  Mr.  Leslie,  third  ; 
Ben,  fonrth;  Mr.  Wheeler,  fifth;  Mr.  Osborne,  fixth. 
Messrs.  Prouten,  C.  Slack,  and  G.  Blades  also  took  piizes. 
The  wretched  weather  and  boisterous  winds  stopped  the 
sport.  If  the  wind  had  abated  we  should  have  scored 
better.  Our  fish  that  did  weigh  were  lin.  above  Thames 
standard.  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Ben  gave  the  A. A. 
report,  which  was  accepted.  We  hcpa  to  take  our  annual 
visit  on  the  Western  District  List  shortly  ;  date  of  same 
see  F.  O.   We  will  send  out  the  notice  to  all  clubs. — Ben. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — We  had  a  good  muster  on  Wed- 
nesday. Several  members  weighed-in  on  Oct.  14.' 
Business  of  importance  next  Wednesday.  Another  new 
member  made.  We  have  still  room  for  one  or  two  good 
working  mombers. —  G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonisui  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Oct.  14  the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Walker, 
perch ;  Lambert,  roach ;  A.  Nunn,  roach ;  and  Payne, 
roach.  _  The  next  prize  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  21  for 
four  prizes. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  h 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— The  punt  outing  at 
Twickenham  on  Oct.  14  was  a  most  successful  affair. 
Host  Spong,  of  the  Two  Sawjers,  supplied  the  eight  punts, 
and  did  everything  possible  for  the  members'  comfort. 
The  day  was  very  windy,  and  takes  of  fish  were  not  heavy  ; 
but  every  competitor  weighed-in  at  the  clubhouse  at 
night.  The  following  were  successful  competitors  ia  the 
order  named  :  Messrs.  0.  Arrow,  W.  Wade,  A.  Elstcn,  T. 
Pope,  C.  Watkins,  and  B.  Booth.  At  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  C.  Cannir  chairman,  several  important 
matters  were  discussed  and  eventually  adj  jurned  uniii  next 
meeting,  and  all  membera  are  requested  to  attend. — W. 

B»c«ersea  Pneaai^  Aj. taxing  •  i^y  Mag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— Onthe  7ch  Mr.  J.  B. 
Baldry  had  a  fine  show  of  perch.  On  the  14th  we  fished 
the  first  heat  for  Mr.  W.  G.  Tucker's  silver  cup.  Mr.  G. 
Hemen3  was  the  winner,  with  lib.  6jz.  ;  Mr.  G,  Stevens 
and  Mr.  G.  Smeed  also  weighed-in.  We  fish  a  match  on 
Oct.  28  in  the  Thimes  for  four  prizes ;  towpath  only ; 
jick  barrsd.  Our  dinner  in  oonnectijn  with  the  Stock- 
well  Angling  Society  will  take  place  on  Oct.  31.  Dinner 
on  the  table  at  eight  o'clock. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondaey  Brothers  An^iia^j:  ttooiaty,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondeey-street. — On  the  12th  inst.  our  worthy 
host  weighed-in  a  fine  show  of  fish  from  the  Broads,  this 
being  hia  first  weigh-in  since  his  unfortunate  accident. 
He  had  upwards  of  501b.  of  bream,  perch,  roach, 
and  ludd;  largest  bream  31b.  14oz. ;  roach,  lib.  14oz  ; 
perch,  2lb.  3oz. ;  rudd,  lib.  8;z.  Only  three  members 
weighed-in  on  the  14th  :  Mr.  J.  Martin,  101b.  roach  and 
bream ;  Mr.  J.  Wigley,  bream ;  and  Mr.  Croft,  roach. 
The  members  will  fish  a  competition  for  their  October 
series  of  prizes  on  Oct.  21 ;  conditions,  to  fish  anywhere  in 
the  Thames  and  backwaters,  and  optional  to  leave  London 
on  Saturday  night,  but  not  to  fish  until  the  morning  of 
the  match. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blenheim  AnKliug  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-orescent,  Notting  HiU.— Since  my  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Wilkins,  Pratt, 
Wilson,  Belton,  and  E.  Hunt.  Our  next  match  is  sub- 
scription, and  tikes  place  at  Windsor  on  Nov.  18.  We 
made  Mr.  P.  J.  Dodds  a  working  member  on  Wednesday, 
so  we  are  slowly,  but  steadily,  inoressing  in  numbers. 
The  club  held  its  first  meeting  on  Oci.  18,  1899,  and  since 
then  we  have  made  twenty-five  new  members,  which,  I 
think,  is  rather  a  creditable  performance. — C.  Chaplais. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Sooiety,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Soutawark-street,  8.B. — Onr  match  at  Pulborough  was 
well  attended,  and  all  prizes  taken.  Mr.  W.  Fish,  first; 
Mr.  E.  Green,  second  ;  Mr.  Summerfield,  third  ;  Mr.  F. 
Jones,  fourth.  Several  others  had  fish.  Also  Mr.  J. 
Merrygold,  fishing  other  waters,  had  a  record  takj  of 
tench,  eight  fish  weighing  221b. ;  also  amongst  his  take  a 
jack  SOJio.  length,  weighing  41b.  OJoz.  The  tench  are 
given  to  Cooper  for  preservation. — J.  Wheelhodse. 

Bloomsbnry  Brotners  Angling  ttueiac,,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— On  Oct.  14  Mr.  J.  Drew 
weighed-in  bream,  Sib.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  F.  S.  Payett,  perch; 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker,  roach.  On  Oct.  17  it  was  decided 
toikeep  the  books  open  until  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  24,  when 
all  subscriptions  must  be  paid  without  fail.— T.  Pater- 
noster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  79,  Bartholomew- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  If.W. — We  have  had  some  good 
shows  of  fish  lately.  On  Oct.  6  Messrs.  Boxins  and 
Saitzenioh.  jiok.  On  Oct.  7  Mr.  J.  White,  jack  and 
roach ;  J,  jSoare,  roaoh.   On  Oct.  14  Mr,  J.  White,  jack ; 


Jingling  '^xxinxes, 

October  21. 

Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Boxmoor. 

Albion  Brothers :  Match  at  Staines. 

Auaicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Prize  outing. 

Bermondsey  Broth-  rs  :  Competition. 

Cambridge  Prisndly  :  Outing  to  Wraysbury. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers:  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Camden  :  Outing  to  Henley. 

Earlsfield:  Outing  to  Brighton. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prizs  outing. 

Izask  Walton  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 

North-Eist  Brothers  :  Lipspd  prize  outing. 

North  Limbeth  :  Match  at  Egham. 

Olde  Reaalia  :  Match  at  Rickmansworth, 

Park :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Queen's  Pisoatorials  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Twickenham  Piscatoi ials :  Competition. 

Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  Ham  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

White  Hart :  Match  at  Broxbonrne. 
October  22. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Visit. 
Oatober  25. 

Serapis :  Annual  supper. 


Oct.  28.— Battersea  Friendly  :  Match. 

28. — Clapham  Junction  :  Gating  to  l^aading. 

,,  28.— Cobden  :  Match  at  Henley. 

„  28. — East  Dulwich  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 

,,  28.— Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Henley. 

,,  28. — South  Bermondsey  :  Pont  outing. 

,,  28.— United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ashurst. 

„  28. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  28. — Wenlock:  Match  at  Amberley. 

„  29.— Good  Intent :  Visit. 

,,  30. — Royal  George:  Visit, 

,,  31. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Dinner. 
Nov.    4, — Abercorn  :  Outing. 

,,  4. — A.B.S. :  Competition  at  Riohmond. 

,,  4. — Lincoln:  Match  at  Woking. 

,,  7. — Shepherd's  Bush  :  Competition. 

,,  8. — Sundial ;  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  10,  11.  12. — B.S.A.S. :  Annual  pier  competition. 

,,  11.— R  )yal  Oak  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

,,  12. — Boftonians  :  Lintern  lecture, 

,,  17,  18,  19. — B  S.  A.8. :  Annual  beat  competition. 

,,  18  — Blenheim  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  18.— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

,,  20. — Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert. 

Deo.  1. — Lvchnobites  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  6  — B  S  A  8. :  Smoking  concert. 

„  12.— B  S  A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  Chnrohwood. 


atd  J_.  Hoare,  roach.  On  Nov.  18  an  outing  will  be  held 
at  Shiplake.  Mr.  C.  Ward  has  promised  to  give  a  lantern 
show  on  Monday,  Nov.  12  — J.  H. 

Branawick  Brot&ers  Angling  Society.  Cherry 

Tree,  Brucswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — On  Oct.  14  the 
following  weigbed-io  :  Messrs.  C.  Parmenter,  roach ;  E. 
Papworth,  dace  ;  and  A.  Robertson,  roach.  Members  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  that  our  friend  Mr.  H.  Lane  has 
returned  from  the  front,  looking  none  the  worse  for  his 
hardships  in  South  Africa.  He  has  promised  to  attend 
the  club  meeting  on  Oct.  23,  when  I  ehiuld  like  to  see  all 
members  attend  to  give  him  a  hearty  welcome. — A. 
Robeetson. 

Burlington  Pisoatorials,  The  Burlington,  West- 
bourne  ParK. — A  general  meeting  has  been  held,  but  very 
few  members  were  present.  Two  new  members  were 
elected.  No  fish  have  been  weighed-in  during  the  past 
week.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

Camorldge  iAvukua  Brothers  Angflln^  Soolcfey, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Biahop'e-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — The  pegged-down  match  arranged  for  Oct.  21 
will  be  fished  off  at  St.  Margaret's,  from  St.  Margaret's 
Bridge  to  Rje  House  Bridge,  fcr  ten  prizes,  first  prize, 
£1  Is.;  second,  153.;  seven  of  10s.  6J.,  and  a  prize. 
Members  are  requested  to  meet  at  the  Railway  Hotel  for 
the  purpose  of  signing  before  fishing.  Start  9  30,  cease 
at  5.30,  and  show  fish  not  later  than  6  30  at  the  above 
house.  Messrs.  Ben.  Smith  and  G.  Almerott  will  act  as 
stewards.  A  fair  number  of  members  were  cut  on  Oct.  14, 
but  only  four  managel  to  bring  fish  to  the  scales,  who 
were  the  following  :  Messrs.  H.  Everett  with  a  trajful  of 
roach;  C.  Hazard,  wiih  roach  ;  J.  Baines,  perch  ;  and  B. 
Sawyer,  jun.,  perch. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camftou  Angling  iSoolo'sy,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town.  N.W. — On  the  14th, 
Mr.  Taylor  showed  jack,  61b. ;  Mr.  Mann,  roach  and  dacs; 
and  Mr.  Parker,  roaoh  and  dace.  Members  are  reminded 
that  we  start  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  2l8t,  returning  from 
Henley  7  p.m. — R.  Marshall. 

Central  Asssciatlan  Visiting  Iiist.— The  opening 
visit  of  the  season,  at  the  Iziak  Walton  A.S.,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  on  Wednesday, 


The  Straight  Tip  for  the  winner  is  anxiously  sought  for 
prior  to  any  of  our  great  races,  and  the  joy  or  sorrow  of  the 
recipients  is  largely  measured  by  the  amount  of  money  they 
afterwards  win  or  lose.  I  here  is  no  unceriainty,  however,  or 
anguished  suspense  as  to  the  result  of  using  Hollo  way's  Pills  and 
Ointment.  Alter  a  fair  trial  the  gain  is  sure  and  great.  The 
Pills,  taken  oecasioDally  in  prescribe.d  doses,  keep  the  digestion 
in  order,  excite  a  free  flow  of  healthy  bile,  and  regenerate  tke 
impoverished  blood  with  richer  materials.  The  Ointment  is  a 
grand  remedy  for  the  removal  of  rheumatic  pains,  wounds,  sores, 
ulcers,  cuts,  or  bruises. 


was  a  great  success,  the  spacious  club  room  was  crowded 
with  visitors.  There  was  some  excellent  singing.  On  the 
roll  call,  fourteen  societies  were  fonnd  to  be  well  repre- 
sented. Mr.  Riches  (chairman)  returned  thanks  on 
behalf  of  the  club.  Next  visit  will  be  to  the  Mitre 
Brothers  A.S.   Date  later. 

Claphsm  Jnaotion  Anglinsf  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junotion.  S.W. — 
Our  next  day's  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  28  for  six 
prizes  at  Reading.  Quarter  night  is  on  Wednesday,  Oct. 
24,  when  books  must  be  cleared,  or  Rule  9  will  be  strictly 
enforced.  We  have  nominated  another  new  member,  Mr. 
J.  Benson.  We  have  added  another  prize  to  our  list  for 
largest  i  ick.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Ulapham  Strollers  Angling  Socisty,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — First  prize  was  secured 
by  Mr.  B.  C.  Stanley  last  week.  Other  two  prizes  not 
taken  will  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  21.  Open  roving;  same 
conditions  as  last  outing. — F.  Bishop. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.  The  Cricketers,  Noith- 
weld-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — At  our  meeting  on 
Tuesday  it  was  decided  that  we  give  a  prize  for  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams'  competition  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  There  was  a 
good  attendanca,  and  sitisfactory  business  done.  Mr. 
Hunt  gave  the  dtlagates'  report.  On  Oct.  14  Mr.  Archer 
was  the  only  member  to  weigh-in  fish,  which  consisted  of 
roach  and  dace,  the  latter  being  of  nice  claBS.- Fbedk. 

E  A. ST  WOOD. 

Cobden  Anglingr  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Sensal- 
road,  Westbourne  Park,  W.— On  Oct.  14  a  good  number 
of  members  were  out,  but  only  Mr.  F.  Melville  had  fish 
(bream).  On  Tuesday  last  we  elected  two  honorary 
members— Mr.  J.  Exton  and  Mr.  J.  Millar.  Our  delegates 
gave  a  most  able  report,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
them.  On  Tuesday  next  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
prizes  and  subscriptions  for  Christmas  outing.  I  hope 
members  and  friends  will  come  early  on  Saturday  next,  as 
the  concert  will  start  at  eight  o'clock  prompt,  as  there  are 
so  many  turns.  Our  second  private  match  takes  place  at 
Henley  on  Oct.  28 ;  pegged  down  ;  thirteen  prizes.  Mr. 
F.  Scrafield  and  Mr.  Edgar  Morris  peg  out  swims.— 
A.  S.  H. 

Collingvrood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — On  the  14th  in<t. 
Messrs.  Jarrett,  Ball,  and  Emberson  weighed-ia. — P.  P. 

SORGE. 

Coveut  Garden    Piscatorial  Society,  King's 

Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— Onr  competition  at  Shepperton 
was  fairly  successful,  oontidering  the  state  of  the  weather 
and  clearness  of  the  water.  Mr.  Cutbush,  first,  with 
perch,  dace,  and  gudgeon ;  Montgomery,  second ;  and 
John  Massey,  third,  with  roaoh.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Ive 
weighed-in  four  roach,  lib.  3oz.,  lib.  2Jnz.,  lib.  l|)z., 
lib.  IJoz  ,  and  two  perch,  lib.  BJ^z.,  lib  3ioz.,  also  pike 
and  gudgeon.  Oar  quarterly  outing  will  »ako  place  next 
month.    Exact  date  to  be  decided  later. — W.  M, 

Crown  and  Bnolcland  Fisoatorlal  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  36,  Clerkenwell -green,  E.O.  —  Our 
Amberley  match  was  a  success,  all  the  prizes  beiost  won 
by  the  following  :  J.  Steadman,  C.  Glover,  and  G.  Norris. 
Also  those  lett  over  from  the  Richmond  competition  were 
taken.  Mr.  J.  Maodonnell  weighed-in  roach  and  dace. 
At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  C.  Wahter  was  elected  check 
secretary  for  the  entuiog  quarter,  Mr.  Wretton  having 
resigned.  Mr.  W.  Miller  was  proposed  as  an  hon. 
member.  Will  those  on  the  committee  please  attend  at 
nine  o'clock  punctual  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange 
further  prizes  ?— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston    Angling    Society,  Brownlow  Arus, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Oct.  14  very  few  member  s 
out,  Mr.  A.  Morgan  again  saving  a  blank  with  some  very 
nice  roach  and  chub.    On  Oct.  16  a  very  full  attendance.  , 
Two  new  members  w%re  made.    The  delegates  gave  their  j| 
report,  which  was  acjepted  with  thanks.   The  balance-  i 
sheet  for  the  past  quarter  was  presented  and  passed,  and  a  4 
vote  of  thanks  accorded  the  auditors.    Members  are  f 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  to  decide  when'  and  | 
where  the  Christmas  outing  shall  take  place ;  also  to  f 
discuss  whether  it  is  advisable  to  have  a  supper  during  the 
winter  ;  also  in  what  manner  we  shall  patronise  the  new 
box. — S.  Malbt. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Since  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in  :  Mr  Matthews,  roach  and 
dace,  S^lb. ;  Mr  B.  Coltman,  perch,  heaviest  fish  lib.  A 
general  meeting  is  called  for  Oct.  24,  when  members  are 
requested  to  attend  in  force,  as  we  have  some  important 
business  in  hand. — B.  Coltman. 

Dnbe  of  Norfolk  Aagiing  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints' -road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  Nov.  18  a 
private  match  will  take  place  at  Marlow. — W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Our  sea  outing  to  Brighton  takes  placa 
on  Oct.  21.  Will  all  members  kindly  note  train  leaves 
Clapham  JuncUon  at  9  SO  sharp,  so  turn  up  in  good  time, 
as  I  hope  to  have  reserved  accommodation  fcr  the  ptrty. 
We  have  hired  the  Slylark,  Capt.  Fred  Collins,  and,  pro- 
viding the  weather  is  fine,  hope  for  an  enjoyable  day. 
Mr.  Matthews,  fishing  Wimbledon  Lake  this  week,  has 
been  well  amongst  the  bream. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Bast  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Bast  Dulwich,  S  B. — Several  members  were  out  on 
Oct.  14,  but  owing  to  the  rough  weather  there  was  not 
much  sport.  Mr.  J.  Bannister  brought  in  a  nice  jick 
from  Pulborough.  Our  next  prize  outiog  takes  p!aca  on 
Oct.  28  at  Pulborough.— E.  D\ball. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  iSoclety,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Dnion-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On 
the  14tb,  Mr.  Bllinsand  Mr.  Bailey  had  fish  ;  on  the  16:h 
Mr.  King  weighed-in  jack  and  perch.  Will  members  come 
up  and  arrange  for  our  match  with  the  Seymour  Brothers 
on  the  28th  ?— A.  W.  Ellins. 
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Oood  Intent  Angrllni?  Society,  The  Orowv,  Ohnroh- 
itreet,  Shoreditch. — Mr.  Philpott  Sived  the  clob  a  blank 
on  the  14th  inst.  with  roach  from  the  Lea.  Oar  No.  1 
District  return  visit  will  take  pkce  on  Mondiy,  the  29:h 
inet.,  when  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  many  old 
ftienda.  Members  come  up  in  strong  force  on  Tuesday 
next  to  settle  about  our  next  outing. — R.  M. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
gtreet,  Harlesden. — Tho  outing  of  above  club  to  Surly 
Hill  resulted  in  a  blaik.  Members  requested  to  attend 
next  meeting  night  to  arrange  fresh  miitcb,  and  to  receive 
auditors'  report. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Grown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road. — Oar  members  were 
out  last  week,  and  some  had  a  nice  show  of  fish.  On 
Oct.  21  we  go  where  we  like  for  the  remaining  prize, 
signed  after  six  o'clock  on  Saturday.  Will  members 
kindly  attend  next  Wednesday  to  hear  the  balance-sheet 
read,  and  we  have  special  business  for  election  of  new 
secretary. — H.  Bagshaw. 

Honnslow  and  leleiporth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Kegent,  High-street.  Hounslow.— We  had  a  large 
meeting  on  Oct.  17,  Mr.  C.  A.  Duke  presiding.  The 
chairman  had  a  splendid  take  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  and 
perch  from  Pangbourne,  and  Mr.  W.  Coles  a  nice  eel  of 
nearly  2lb.  from  Richmond  Lock,  and  Mr.  Brougham  a 
jack.— J.  M.  Beoi  gham. 

Kozton  Brothera  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  B.— On  Oct.  14  we 
had  a  blank.  Our  annual  supper  takes  place  at  the  club- 
house, on  Nov._  13.  A  prize  will  also  be  given  to  the 
A.B.8.  competition,  which  takes  place  on  Nov.  4,  at 
Richmond.  Our  delegate  (Mr.  F.  Newton)  gave  his 
report,  and  there  was  a  long  discussion,  after  which  a 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed,  and  brought  a  good  meeting  to 
a  close.  Members  are  kindly  requested  to  try  and  come 
in  full  force  to  our  next  meeting. — B.  Bishop. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B,  —  The 
opening  visit  of  the  season  for  clubs  enrolled  on  the 
Central  Association  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Oct.  17,  at  the  above  society.  Mr.  G.  Riches  presided, 
faced  by  Mr.  R.  Hill.  The  meeting  was  a  great  success, 
fourteen  clnba  being  represented.  During  the  evening 
many  capital  songs  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  H.  and  R. 
Butt,  Stretch,  jun.,  J.  Poole,  R.  Hill,  Herbert,  G.  Nunn, 
C.  Watling,  T.  Gretton,  Fuller  (Swiss  piper),  W.  Preston, 
and  others,  Mr.  C.  Watling,  the  visiting  officer,  announced 
that  the  next  visit  would  be  to  the  Mitre  Brothers, 
Cloudesley  Arms,  Cloudesley-street,  Liverpool-road. 
Amongst  the  visitors  who  honoured  us  with  their  presenoa 
were  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (President  of  the  Association) 
and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  the  secretary.  The  usual  votes  of 
thanks  were  accorded  to  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman, 
bringing  a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close.  As  announced 
last  week,  the  members  will  compete  for  four  special 
prizes  on  Oct.  21  at  Shiplake. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road,  North  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report  very  few 
fish  have  been  weighed-in.  Mr.  Young  saved  us  from  a 
blank  by  weighing-in  jack  from  the  Slough  Canal.  Will 
members  who  are  in  arrears  please  attend  and  clear  the 
books  at  their  earliest  convenience  ? — G.  Bence. 

Iiimehonse  Piscatorial  Society,  Bastern  Hotel, 
East  India  Dock-road,  B. — Our  meetings  have  been  well 
attended  recently,  and  some  most  important  business 
discussed.  The  dance  tickets  are  being  well  subscribed 
for,  and  I  would  advise  all  friends  to  secure  theirs  at  once, 
so  that  no  unpleasantness  may  occur  if  they  should  be 
stopped,  which  is  anticipated.  Our  next  outing  takes 
place  on  the  2l8t  inst.,  to  Little  Baddow,  A  conveyance 
meets  us  at  Chelmsford.  Prizes  to  the  value  of  £3  33. 
cfferedj  including  one  for  honorary  members.  Dinner  at 
R^d  Lion,  5.30  sharp.  At  the  last  meeting  Messrs.  B. 
Wagner,  H.  Wagner,  S.  Avenell,  and  T.  Goodson  were 
elected  members.  Dance  committee  meet  on  Wednesday, 
Oct.  21,  at  headquarters,  nine  o'clock. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Sooiecy,  Metropolitan,  V^in- 
ohester-street,  N.— On  Oct.  14  the  following  had  fish: 
Mr.  Hawkins,  a  nice  jack,  71b.  4Joz. ;  Messrs.  Cook, 
Webber,  Killick,  and  Sjmes  having  some  nice  roach. 
Our  third  outing  of  the  season  will  take  place  at  Woking 
on  Nov.  4,  for  seven  prizes ;  all  to  start  on  the  morning; 
usual  conditions. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square. — The  Indian  summer  has  passed  away,  and 
we  have  now  instead  cold,  biting  winds,  accompanied  with 
frequent  and  heavy  showers  of  hail  and  rain.  This  is  bad 
for  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  anglers,  but  they  keep  on 
turning  out  to  follow  their  favourite  pastime.  Of  course, 
roach,  dace,  and  other  coarse  fiah  are  now  approaching 
their  best,  and,  indeed,  those  which  have  been  taken  lately 
were  perfect  pictures.  Grayling,  too,  cin  now  be  expected 
to  sport  well,  and  some  which  have  baen  taken  from  the 
Vjrnwy  and  Tanat,  where  our  hon.  treasurer  is  now 
located,  and  where  it  is  hoped  he  will  fully  recover  his 
health,  looked  like  bars  of  silver.  We  have  a  competition 
in  the  Dee  on  the  17th,  and  with  the  increased  volume 
of  water  our  members  may  expect  big  catches. — Rd. 

WOOLFALL. 

Livei  pool  City  Angling  Association,  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— At  the 
weekly  meeting  on  Monday  last  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  match  at  Rossett  on  Oct.  21.  members  leaving  par 
8.20  a.m.  Woodside  boat  from  landiog-stsge,  Mr.  Wain- 
wright  being  appointed  captain.  The  arrangements  for 
the  match  on  Oct.  25  were  deferred  till  next  meeting. 
Mr.  Rick  had  a  fine  display  of  perch,  taken  from  the  Dee, 
at  the  club-room,  and  the  members'  reports  are  exceedingly 
good,  both  from  club  waters  and  places  visited  at  the 
week-end.— Green  Rod. 

north-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
barter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Oct.  14  our 


peg-down  match  at  St.  Margaret's  was  a  f  uocasa  in  spite 
of  the  weather,  there  being  six  prizes,  taken  by  Messrs. 
C.  Lamb,  jun.,  Prosser,  Auvache,  Sheppard,  Hart,  and 
Bedwell.  Mr.  W.  Smith  also  weighed-in  some  roach  out 
of  match.  On  Oct.  21  a  boundary  match  takes  place  at 
St.  Margaret's  for  rema,ining  prizfls  j  boundary  from  St. 
Margaret's  Bridge  to  Rye  House  Bridge  ;  start  first  train 
(7  30)  from  Globe-road.  On  Oct.  30  a  special  meeting 
takes  place  re  Christmas  prizes.  Oar  epecial  meeting  is 
called  for  Tuesday,  30th,  instead  of  Wednesday,  Slst,  as 
the  benefit  takes  place  at  the  Paiagon  Music  Hall,  Mile 
Ead-road,  on  behalf  of  the  Chest  Hospital. — G.  Taylor. 

North  Xiambeth  Angling  Society,  New  Castle 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  LamDeth,  S.E  — We  fish  a  match 
at  Bgham  on  the  21st  inst.  foijf our  special  prizes.  Members 
leave  by  the  8.35  from  Waterloo. — B.  Rowles. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Ogiander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  Bast  Dulwich,  S.E. — In  the  compatition 
on  the  Medway  Mr.  W.  8.  Cartwright  won  the  first  prize 
with  perch,  whilst  Mr.  T.  Mojler  took  the  second  with 
roach.  On  Tuesday  the  first  monthly  concert  was  held, 
ard  well  attended,  and  a  good  array  of  talent  forthcoming. 
The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  T.  Coates,  who  was  faced 
in  the  vice  by  Mr.  T.  Mueller,  vice-president.  Amongt 
those  who  contributed  to  the  harmony  were  Messrs.  Alf . 
Bailey,  Cuthbert  Leslie,  Wilson  Martell,  J,  Channon, 
Williams,  B.  Tatchell,  Ward,  Ted  King,  Sid  Moorcroft, 
and  G.  Cartwright;  "The  Lov^rove  'Trio"  gave  some 
fine  selections  on  their  string  icstruments.  Mr.  W.  S. 
Cartwright  arrived  with  a  grand  show  of  roach  (151b.  43z.), 
all  taken  on  that  day.  'The  respective  weights  of  the  six 
largest  were  lib.  13|oz.,  lib.  13oz.,  lib.  12ioz.,  lib.  5|oz., 
lib.  5oz.,  lib.  2oz.  The  three  largest  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  taxidermist  for  preservation.  The  chairman,  in  a  neat 
speech,  proposed  the  healths  of  the  artistes,  vice-chairman, 
and  secretary.  Suitable  responses  were  made  to  each,  and 
Mr.  Garnett,  in  responding  for  the  artists,  expressed 
pleasure  at  the  satisfaction  he  had  given. — H.  W. 
Mcegan. 

Olde  Regalia  Angling  Club,  The  Eagle,  Augustus- 
street,  Regent's  Park,  N.W. — The  members  of  the  above 
will  hive  an  outing  at  Rickmansworth  on  Oct.  21,  when  a 
considerable  number  of  prizes  will  be  fished  for. — C. 
Chaelton. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.- On  Oct.  14 
J.  Nagle  was  the  only  one  to  weigh-in  with  lib.  IJoz. 
roach.  Two  new  members  were  proposed,  and  will  be 
balloted  for  next  week.  Mr.  A.  Kettle  had  4ilb.  roach, 
and  a  fine  perch,  lib.  2oz.,  on  Wednesday.  The  next 
prize  outing  has  been  proposed  for  Nov.  4  at  either  of  the 
following  places,  viz. :  Ware,  Harlow,  Shiplake,  Maldon, 
Dagenham._  All  members  please  attend,  and  make  a  final 
choice  in  this  matter.  We  finished  our  business  early,  and 
adjourned  to  the  Izaak  Walton's  return  visit. — George. 

Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Coich  and  Horses,  St.  John's-lane,  Clerkenwell.— On 
Oct.  14,  Messrs.  Smith,  roach  and  dace ;  Callow,  roach 
and  bream;  G.  English,  bream  and  perch;  J.  English, 
bream  and  roach  ;  Anderson,  dace  and  roach  ;  Freeman, 
roach  ;  and  Mr.  Booth,  seven  nice  perch.  The  next  visit 
on  the  No.  2  Eastern  takes  place  at  the  above  clubhouse 
on  Oct.  22,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  few  friends  at  our  new 
clubhouse. — A.  Hill. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Masons' 
Arms,  East-street)  Walworth,  S  B. —  Secretaries  and 
brother  anglers  please  take  notice  of  change  of  address  of 
above  club  to  Host  George  Shepherd's,  the  Masons'  Arms, 
East-street,  Walworth,  8.E.,  where,  on  the  16th  inst.,  we 
held  our  first  meeting,  Mr.  Freelove  presiding  in  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Shepherd.  The  meeting  was 
a  representative  one,  only  one  member  being  absent  from 
the  list.  The  election  of  officers  took  place  as  per  our  new 
rules.  Mr.  George  Shepherd  was  elected  president  and 
treasurer ;  Messrs.  W.  Stone  and  H.  Coleman,  vice-presi- 
dents; Mr.  Gardham,  delegate;  and  Mr.  Gibbs, secretary, 
which  position  he  has  been  fulfilling  pro  tern.  Our  match 
for  four  prizes,  October  series,  takes  place  on  2 1st  inst.,  at 
Windsor,  roaming.  All  members  to  book  to  and  return 
from  Windsor  on  day  of  match.  We  made  another  new 
member  this  week — Mr.  J.  Matthews. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phoenix  Angling  Socieiiy,  The  Tavistock,  Btibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — On  Oct.  14,  we  had  a  show  of  bream, 
roach,  and  dace  by  our  new  member,  Mr.  Hammond,  and 
Messrs  Norman  and  Boufflsr,  The  club-room  having  been 
redecorated,  members  are  requested  to  turn  up  early  next 
week  and  lend  a  hand  to  hang  cases,  &c. ,  also  arrange  the 
No^rember  outing. — R.  C. 

Bosal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Got.  13  the  two 
following  weighed-in :  Messrs  Trotter  and  Longland ; 
Messrs  Holder  and  Spielmann  had  two  score  of  whiting 
from  Deal.  I  wish  to  remind  anglers  in  general  that  we 
take  a  return  vis  t  on  the  C.  and  District  List  on  Oct.  30, 
and  hope  to  see  a  goodly  attendance. — J.  Gibbons. 

Boyal  Oak  Angling  Society.  Cobom  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow,  E. — On  Oct.  14  Mr.  E.  Perry  weighed- 
ia  some  jack.  We  fish  a  match  at  Harlow  Nov.  11; 
further  particulars  next  meeting. — P.  Pignatelli. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amtjurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E. — At  our  annual  general 
meeting  the  auditors'  report  and  balance-sheet  was 
accepted.  _Mr.  Hart  (our  president)  congratulated  the 
society  on  its  sound  financial  condition,  and  complimented 
tha  secretary  for  the  way  the  books  and  accounts  were 
kept.  We  have  added  three  new  members  this  week. 
Several  members  have  been  out,  but  have  fared  badly. 
Mr.  C.  King,  however,  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  the 
largest  weigning  lib.  SJoz.  Oar  annual  supper  and 
concert  takes  place  on  Oct.  25.— H.  Gaffee. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.  —  An  excellent 
attendance  characterised  the  ordinary  meeting  held  on 


the  17th  inst.  Among  those  present  were  Mr.  Benwell, 
president,  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  Plnckrose,  vice-president ; 
Messrs.  Baldock,  Gray,  Jenner,  Heard,  Kitsell.  Rogers, 
Taylor,  and  Williams.  The  matter  of  the  club  clumpion- 
sbip  was  further  diecueeed,  and  it  was  finally  decided  to 
initiate  it,  the  quesiion  of  the  form  it  should  take  being 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  committee.  Members  should 
note  that  a  good  time  is  anticipated  on  the  occasion  of  the 
launching  of  the  new  punt  at  Staines,  date  of  which  will 
be  duly  announced.  The  supper  fixed  for  Thursday  next 
will,  it  is  hoped,  prove  a  great  success,  and  those  gentle- 
meii  belonging  to  the  association  who  are  musically 
inclined  are  invited  to  advise  the  secretary  of  their  willing- 
ness to  entertain.  The  competition  on  the  14th,  although 
well  entered  for,  resulted  disappointingly,  neither  of  the 
prizes  being  taken.  The  next  competition  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  the  7th  proximo.— C.  E. 

Silver  Trent  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  the  7th  Mr. 
Renaut  weighed-in  161b.  of  good  roach,  several  over  lib. 
On  the  lith  we  held  our  cup  and  prize  outing  at 
Yalding,  when  the  following  were  enccessful :  Mr. 
Williams,  first ;  Mr.  Pettit,  second  ;  Mr.  Phillips,  third  ; 
Mr.  Clark,  fourth  ;  and  myself,  fifth.— R.  Smith. 

Spread  Eigle  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Lambeth,  S.E.— In  our  match  at  Yalding 
the  first  prize  only  was  taken  by  G.  Edwards,  with  dace 
and  gudgeon  (weight  lib.  1  t|cz).  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  further  prize 
outing.— G,  E. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham.— The  photos  taken  at  Yalding  are  to  hand, 
and  they  are  excellent.  Any  member  requiring  copies 
please  let  me  know.  Only  three  members  have  weighed- 
in,  Messrs.  R.  Tirrell,  G.  Tirrell,  and  Geo.  Rowley.— 
Tommy. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — Memters  are  requested  to  come 
to  meeting  next  week  to  forward  supper  arrangements. 
We  made  one  new  member  last  week. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Pisoatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Richmond  —  We  had  a  good  meeting  on  Wednesday, 
when  six  new  members  were  elected,  accinnts  audited  and 
found  C3rrect,  with  a  good  balance  in  hand.  Our  members, 
I  am  pleased  to  say,  are  taking  more  interest  in  the 
society.  The  competition  on  Oct.  21  and  22  promises  to 
be  a  success.  Three  prizes  are  offered  for  the  heaviest 
weight  of  fish  (bar  pike) ;  roleti  as  before ;  fishing  from 
Richmond  Lock  to  Teddington  Weir.  Mr.  A.  Turner  baa 
baen  doing  well  amongst  the  roach  at  Richmond,  eix  roach 
over  lib.  each,  heiviest  lib.  4ioz.,  which  is  being  set  up  by 
Mr.  Ogden  Smith.  Mr.  Greenwood,  Ogden  Smith,  and 
myself  had  a  good  take  of  dace.— Geo.  BARRO-n-. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford. — Since  our  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in  some  very  nice  catches  of  roach,  bream, 
and  perch :  Messrs.  Mackrell,  Payne,  Freak,  Oakley, 
Bseson,  W.  Drage,  Clemison,  Fordham,  S.  Drage, 
Wilderspin,  J.  Cockethon,  and  J.  Wood.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  had  a  very  nice  surprise  packet  from  Mr.  C. 
Freak,  which  will  do  our  Benevolent  and  Presfriration 
boxes  a  good  turn,  for  which  many  thanks  to  that  gentle- 
man; also  to  Mr.  Slay,  for  his  very  useful  prins,  which  waa 
won  by  J.  Wood.  Our  next  club  mitch  takes  place  at 
Ashurst,  Oct.  28.  We  also  voted  a  prize  to  the  A. B.S. 
match  at  Richmond  on  Nov.  4. — F.  H.  Beak. 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Society,  Rulway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich. — Several  members  were 
out  Oct.  13  and  14,  the  following  having  fish  :  H.  Bridgjs, 
roacb,  anda  jack,  21b.  2nz. ;  J.  Miles,  roach  and  perch  ;  H. 
Ward,  roach  ;  W.  M.  Smith,  roach,  and  a  jack,  61b.  ooz., 
from  the  Medway. — W.  M.  Smith. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Oct.  14  the  following  weighed-in  a  good  show  :  T.  Austin, 
roach  ;  and  W.  Davis,  perch.  Our  outing  to  Bourne  End 
takes  place  on  Oct.  28  when  we  have  a  good  prize-list  to 
compete  for. — W.  H.  B. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— On  Wednesday  last  we 
had_  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  the  Brompton  Angling 
Sosiety  delegates,  and  accepted  with  great  pleasure  their 
invitation  to  fish  a  return  match  at  an  early  date.  Place 
and  conditions  to  be  ratified  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Everything  is  now  settled  for  an  outing  on  the  21st,  and 
we  have  arranged  for  a  hot  dinner  at  the  Red  Lion  after 
the  match.   Train  from  Chelsea,  7.50  a.m. — W.  W.  D. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angung  society,  Eseez 
Anus,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— We  had  a  successful 
outiog  at  Harlow,  all  prizes  being  taken.  Messrs  Poore 
took  first  prize,  perch ;  Handy,  second  prize,  perch ; 
Knight,  third  prize,  perch ;  Macintosh,  4th,  perch ; 
Ttiomson,  5th.  Messrs  G.  Foment,  Eaton,  and  Ecott 
also  weighed-in.  We  made  two  new  members. — M. 
Schocke. 

Waiwick  Angling  Society.  Lord  Brooke,  Shern- 
hall-strept,  Walthamstow.— On  Thursday  Mr.  Carnham 
was  chosen  chairman  at  the  election  of  officers,  and  we  are 
pleased  to  announce  that  eleven  more  nominations  were 
received  for  membership,  making  a  grand  total  of  forty- 
three.  On  Oct.  14  Mr.  Ford  was  the  first  member  to 
weigh  fish  in  for  the  above  club  with  perch  and  jack.  We 
were  sorry  that  other  members  who  had  fish  were  too  late 
to  weigh-in. — W.  Callcctt. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Frinoe  George, 
Hiliingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — "There  are  still  two 
lapsed  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  21  (where  you  please). 
All  members  are  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  23rd.  There  is  some  important  business  to 
discuss.— W.  Cox. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Ooaoh 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
out  on  the  llth,  and  the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs. 
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James  Newton,  John  Newton,  E.  Pethuret,  P.  Homer 
(all  weighed-in  roach).  I  hope  our  members  will  not 
forget  onr  match  on  the  21st,  at  Hatfield  Peverel.  All  to 
Ko  down  by  the  train  that  leaves  Stratford  at  7.35  a.m. 
Honorary  members  invited.  There  will  ba  a  waggonette 
to  meet  the  train  at  Hatfield  Peverel  for  those  who  wish  to 
ride  — R  Lowther. 

Weulock  Angrling  Society,  Eydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  Oct.  14  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Harden,  jack ;  Styman,  bream  ;  and  Mercer,  jack. 
Oar  next  outing  takes  placj  at  Amberley  on  Oct.  28.  I 
hope  members  will  not  forget  October  monthly  prize.— 
H.  Heib. 


[October  20,  1900 


^offings  bg  ifjc  iSag. 

Anglers  who  wish  to  secure  a  copy  of  the  edition  de 
luxe  (63.)  of  the  "Amateur  Angler's"  "Old  Man'g 
Holidays  "  must  hurry  up,  as  only  a  few  copies  are  left. 
There  were  only  250  copies  printed,  and  each  copy  will  be 
signed  by  the  author.  The  two-shilling  edition  is  still  on 
sale. 


A  cuNTEJiPORART,  in  noticing  "An  Old  Man's 
Holidays,"  says:  "Readers  who  do  not  happen  to  be 
anglers  will  thoroughly  enjoy  the  account  of  the  attempts 
made  to  capture  an  exceedingly  lively  trout  in  the  Itchen. 
It  went  ofE  with  three  hooks,  and  seemed  to  thrive  on 
them.  There  is  a  suspicion,  indeed,  that  it  laughed  in 
a  fishy  way  at  the  chagrin  of  the  angler,  and  there  is 

the  best  evideros  it  was  ready  for  more  sport  

One  of  the  best  sections  of  the  book  is  that  devoted  to 
'  Our  Holiday  in  Cornwall,'  which  is  full  of  the  peculiar 
charm  of  the  wild  west  country;  but  indeed  the  whole 
volume  is  redolent  of  streams  and  meadows.  Those  who 
have  tried  to  write  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  convey  to  one 
reading  in  co)d  blood  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the  country. 
This  '  The  Amateur  Angler  '  does  with  singular  success, 
which  is  but  another  way  of  sayiog  that  he  has  written  a 
fascinating  book,  not  merely  for  anglers,  but  for  nature 
lovers  and  all  who  like  to  be  taken  out  of  doors.  Finally, 
it  is  daintily  produced,  very  prettily  illustrated  with  land- 
scape and  other  views,  and  ia  of  a  convenient  size  for  the 
pocket." 

 <  

"MtJCH  Hadham,  Hertford.  The  Old  Bell  Inn,  first 
pub.  from  Hadham  station.  Come  as  early  as  yon  can, 
smoke  the  pipe  of  peace  under  the  shadow  of  the  apple 
trees,  and  I  will  kill  the  fatted  calf."  So  ran  the 
invitation  in  August  last  from  the  London  angler's  well- 
known  friend,  Mr  H.  J.  Tibbatts.  I  went  in  October— 
that  was  my  first  opportunity— and  begged  that  the  poor 
calf  should  not  be  killed  on  my  account.  Its  life  was 
spared,  but  some  of  the  ducks  had  to  suffer.  Much 
Hadham  is  a  delightfully  quaint  old  place,  and  teems  with 
historical  associations.  I  took  a  long  walk,  uphill  nearly 
all  the  way,  and  found  that  I  was  on  a  level  with  the  top 
of  St.  Paul's. 

Anglers  who  visit  St.  Margaret's  (only  two  stations 
from  Hadham)  should  not  miss  calling  on  Albert  Edward 
(not  of  Wales)  Tibbatts,  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  Old 
Bell.  "  Beitie  "  is  a  good  angler,  but  more  at  home  when 
at  sea.  Ia  company  with  H.  J.  T.  and  a  native  yclept 
Hodge  I  shook  hands  with  an  old  gentleman  (why  old  ?  he 
wag  only  96  I)  and  promised  him  a  champagne  supper  (so 
did  H.  J.  T.)  if  he  would  drop  me  a  line  on  his  hundredth 
birthday.  Certainly  the  natives  all  look  strong  and  well, 
and  there  is  very  little  work  for  the  undertaker.  I  fancy 
I  shall  take  a  little  cottage  near  the  "  Bell,"  and  thus 
increase  my  chance  of  living  to  a  hundred. 

"  A  DACE  scaling  111b.  2oz.  has  been  taken  by  a  London 
angler  in  the  Beane,  a  tributary  of  the  Lea,  at  Hertford." 
So  runs  a  par  in  Monday  evening's  Sun.  Last  week' I 
mentioned  that  Mr.  Steinhart  captured  four  good  daca, 
largest  lib.  2oz.  I  knew  where  he  had  been,  but  did  not 
mention  the  Beane ;  and  I  should  be  really  grateful  for 
any  ioformation  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  an  cleveii-pound 
dace !  I  would  gladly  forego  the  odd  two  ounces,  and, 
according  to  the  classics,  "  give  it  beans." 


Thb  chairman  of  the  L.C.C.  stated  at  the  last  meeting 
that  the  other  day  he  received  an  unexpected  proof  of 
the  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  Thames  in  a 
letter  forwarded  to  him  by  Sir  Arthur  Arnold,  emanating 
n-om  a  distinguished  writer  on  subjects  of  natural  history. 
The  letter  was  accompanied  by  the  present  of  a  very  fine 
esl  caught  in  the  Thames.  The  writer  said  that,  owing  to 
the  gradual  cleansing  of  the  river  by  the  enforcement  of 
old  laws  and  the  making  of  new  ones,  and  largely  to  the 
example  and  efforts  of  the  London  County  Council,  the 
fish  were  increasing  every  year,  and  as  this  was  the  finest 
which  had  been  caught  for  many  years,  he  begged  the 
chairman  of  the  Council  to  do  him  the  honour  of  accepting 
it.  Hia  honoured  friend  and  predecessor  sent  him  the 
letter  but  appropriated  the  eel,  so  he  must  leave  it  to  him 
to  say  whether  or  not  the  flavour  of  the  fish  did  credit  to 
the  Main  Drainage  Committee. 


small  jack  are  considered  a  nuisance  in  the  Kingswood 
wateraj  if  not,  why  not  feed  them  with  the  "spoon" 
until  they  are  worth  catching  ? 

 >  ♦ »  »^  

Mr.  a.  G.  Hobbs,  the  hon.  sec.  to  the  Henley-on- 
ihames  and  District  Fisheries  Preservation  Association, 
announces  that  the  Cobden  A.  8.  have  aenb  a  donation  of 
10a.  6d.  for  restocking  purposes. 


This  is  from  a  provincial  contemporary  :  "  If  any  Bir- 
mingham angler  likes  catching  plenty  of  small  pike  I 
recommend  him  to  try  the  Stratford  Canal  above  Kings- 
wood.  The  weeds  have  been  cleared  a  little,  and  the 
water  teems  with  small  pike  right  away  to  Wilmoote. 
Try  the  spoon,  live  bait,  or  dead  gorge."  Dead  gorge  ' 
Poor  little  "pike"  !  Fancy  waiting  until  a  (say)  two- 
pounder  has  pouched  the  bait.    It  ia  possible  that  the 


The  Earl  of  Chesterfield  enjoys  the  credit  of  having 
captured  the  heaviest  salmon  which  has  been  taken  this 
year  from  the  Spey  with  the  rod.  The  fish  weighed  361b. 
Lord  Chesterfield,  who  has  been  the  guest  of  the  Dake  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon  at  Gordon  Castle,  caught  this 
salmon  on  hia  Grace's  famous  waters  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Spey.  The  Duke  of  York,  who  ia  an  enthusiastic 
angler,  landed  fourteen  salmon  from  the  Spey  during  his 
recent  visit  to  Gordon  Castle. 


Canon  Rees  caught,  on  Sept.  29,  a  salmon  of  101b.  5 
on  Oct.  2,  one  of  61b. ;  on  the  6ch,  a  grilaa  of  4|lb. ;  on 
the  9tb,  a  salmon  of  OJlb. ;  and  on  the  11th,  two  salmon 
of  91b.  each.  All  on  the  Ben  Wyvia  Hotel  water. 
Blackwater  (Stratbpsffer  Spa,  N.B.). 


On  Nov.  18  Mr.  C.  Ward  will  give  a  lantern  lecture 
at  the  headquartera  of  the  Bostonian  A.S.  I  have  had 
many  invites  to  similar  entertainments  by  the  same 
artist  (and  his  able  assistant),  and  shall  certainly  try  to  be 
present  on  this  occasion.  Whether  (weather)  or  no,  all 
who  can  attend  will  be  highly  amused.  Of  that  I  am 
certain. 


Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Dalgety  Henderson  the 
Bohemians  will  hold  their  first  concert  of  the  season  at 
Freemasons'  Tavern,  Great  Qoeen-atreet,  W.C.,  on 
Thursday  evening,  Nov.  1.  The  chair  will  be  taken,  at 
/  .4o,  by  George  R.  Sims  ("  Dagonet  "). 


Father  is  on  the  Sea. 
The  mackerel  boats  sailed  slowly  out 

Into  the  darkening  sea  ; 
But  the  gray  gull's  flight  was  landward, 
The  kestrel  skimmed  the  lea. 

Strange  whisperings  were  in  the  air, 

And  though  no  leaflet  stirred. 
That  echo  of  the  distant  storm. 
The  moaning  sough,  was  heard. 

It  came— the  swift-winged  hurricane. 

Bursting  upon  the  shore, 
Till  the  wild  bird's  nest  and  the  fisher's  cot 
All  trembled  at  its  roar. 

And  women  wept,  and  watched,  and  prayed, 

And  longed  for  the  night  to  wane  ; 
And  watched  and  prayed,  though  the  setting  snu 
Lit  up  the  window  pane. 

"A  sail!"    That  aail  ia  not  for  you  ; 

It  slowly  fadea  away. 
The  sun  may  set ;  the  moon  may  rise ; 

The  night  may  turn  to  day ; 

Slow  years  roll  by,  and  the  solemn  stare 

Glide  on— but  all  in  vain  ! 
0"L?;  lofS.  long  journey  they've  sailed  away, 
They  U  never  come  back  again. 

—(Toilers  of  the  Deep.) 

 »♦<♦<  

I  HAD  a  "run"  to  Brandon  recently  to  have  a  day's 
hshing  with  Mr.  Aukland  (of  the  Gresham),  who  has  been 
spending  a  fortnight's  holiday  there.  The  day  in  question 
was  so  bitterly  cold  and  the  wind  so  high  that  fishing  was 
u-  1  ®  question— although  one  enthusiast  (Mr.  B((ales) 
^"o  ®'  ^^^^  *°  ^S^iost  the  wind.  At  luncheon 
at  the  Ram  Hotel,  the  log  fire  shedding  a  genial  warmth, 
it  was  decided  that  no  more  fishing  should  be  done  that 
day.  And  it  wasn't.  Mr.  Sachs,  who  was  spending  a  few 
days  at  Brandon,  however,  donned  his  "  sweater "  and 
contented  himself  with  a  long  walk.  And  this  ia  fishing  ? 
No;  the  water  a  good  height,  but  very  clear  ;  the  weeds 
nicely  cut,  but  no  fish.  Mr.  Rolph  thinks  a  largo  number 
of  roach  and  dac9  went  down  with  the  weeds,  and  will 
shortly  return.  If  they  should  do  so  I  will  return— even 
though  a  cold  nor-easter  ia  blowing. 

Mr.  C.  Chaplais,  host  of  the  Blenheim  A.S.  and  vice- 
president  of  the  forthcoming  A.B.S.  competition  at 
Richmond,  writes,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Harry  Bailey  (who  is 
an  authority  at  Richmond),  as  follows :  "  In  answer  to 
Mr.  Harry  Bailey,  who  I  am  pleased  to  see  ia  taking  so 
much  interest  in  above  competition,  I  beg  to  explain,  on 
behalf  of  our  committee,  that  there  is  no  hard  and  fast 
rule  about  the  distance  competitors  shall  fish  apart.  It  is 
not  a  pegged-down  match,  and  it  is  left  to  tho "competitors 
themselves,  as  the  rule  says  '  no  member  t'.)  fish  within 
10yds.  of  another  without  his  conaent,'  Of  uourae,  should 
a  dispute  arise  the  nearest  acting  member  of  committee 
will  do  his  best  to  adjust  it. 


As  to  the  full  distance  not  beiag  sufBcidit  to  accom- 
modate the  number  of  anglers  wi©  may  be  present,  we 
have  a  minute  to  the  effect,  '  Should  it  be  found  that  the 
boundary  from  Richmond  Half -tidal  Lock  ta  Teddington 
Lock  is  not  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  number  of 
anglers  who  may  wish  to  take  park,  the  chairman,  Mr.  J. 
Harris,  who  will  be  stationed  at  one  extreme  end  of 
boundary,  and  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  0.  Chaplais,  who 
will  be  at  the  other  end,  shi?Jl  haye  the  powder  to  extend 


the  boundary  if  they  think  it  necessary.'  And  all  I  can 
say,  in  conclusion,  ia,  may  we  both  of  us  have  to  use 
that  power." 

 >■»»♦<  

Anglers  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  vice-president  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  was 
well  enough  to  be  present  at  the  last  delegate  meeting. 


o  S^-  /■  CfBEEN,  late  of  the  Waggon  and  Horses, 
baffron  Walden,  took  some  good  jick  last  week ;  one  nice- 
oonditioned  fish,  which  he  sent  me,  weighed  about  121b. 

An  Edinburgh  correspondent  (Mr.  John  Mellan)  sends 
the  following  quotation  from  a  copy  of  the  Edinburgh 
Courant  of  Dec.  10,  1801 :  "  A  piece  of  water  at  Thorn- 
ville  Royal,  Yorkshire,  which  for  several  years  had  been 
ordered  to  be  filled  up,  and  for  which  purpose  logs  of 
wood,  roots  of  trees,  rubbish,  &o.,  had  been  thrown  into 
it,  lately  being  found  useful,  the  steward  was  ordered  to 
clear  it.  Peiaons  were  accordingly  employed,  and  though 
almost  choked  up  by  weeds  and  mud  so  that  little  water 
remained,  and  no  person  conceived  that  any  fish,  except, 
possibly,  a  few  large  eels,  would  be  found,  yet  about  200 
brace  of  tench  of  all  sizes,  and  as  many  perch,  were  found 
(about  ten  brace  of  which  were  from  31b.  to  41b.  weight 
each).  After  the  pond  was  thought  to  be  quite  free,  under 
soma  roots  there  seemed  to  ba  some  animal,  which  was 
thought  to  ba  an  otter.  The  place  was  surrounded,  and 
among  the  roots  a  tench  was  discovered  of  a  most  extra- 
ordinary form,  having  literally  assumed  the  shape  of  the 
hole,  in  which  he  had,  of  course,  for  many  years  been 
confined. 


'  His  form  was  an  irregular  semi-circle ;  his  length 
from  fork  to  eye  was  2ft.  91n. ;  his  circumference,  to 
almost  the  tail,  was  2ft.  3in. ;  his  weight,  lllb.  O^oz. 
His  colour  waa  also  singular,  as  his  belly  was  the  colour  of 
a  char,  or  a  vermilion.  This  extraordinary  fish  was 
sketched,  and  a  model  is  being  taken  of  it.  After  having 
been  shown  to  many  sporting  men  it  was  carefully  put 
into  a  pond,  but  either  from  confinement,  or  age,  or  bulk 
it  only  floated,  and  with  difficulty  at  last  swam  gently 
away.  It  is  now  alive  and  well !  "  [Alas  !  this  "  awkward 
bundle  "  has  by  this  time  gone  over  to  the  majority.] 

The  programme  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  is  rendered 
very  attractive  by  the  new  series  of  pictures  shown  by  the 
bioecope._  They  include  some  excellent  ecenes  of  the  war, 
one  showing  a  fine  panorama  of  the  Modder  River,  taken 
from  an  armoured  train.  The  Camerons  and  O.I.V.a 
entering  Bloemfontein  is  also  very  interesting.  On  Friday 
and  Saturday  next  a  large  collection  of  homing  pigeons 
will  be  exhibited  by  the  London  North  Road  Federation, 
the  fastest  racers  being  included. 


"  Dear  Drag,"  writes  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  "  you  do 
astonish  me.  Your  note  last  week  re  Mr.  Begley  and  his 
offer  to  cater  for  fishermen.  Mr.  Begley  is  one  of  the  best 
known  characters  in  Southend,  and  a  real  good  fellow  to 
boot.  He  is  the  refreshment  contractor  for  the  pier.  I 
know  him  well,  and  I  certainly  think  the  thanks  of  all 
pier  anglers  are  due  to  him  for  the  arrangement  he  has 
made  for  their  comfort.  To  be  at  the  end  of  the  exension 
on  a  cold  winter's  day,  the  nearest  special  Scotch  a  mile 
and  a  half  off,  is  no  joke,  and  as  the  licensing  magistrates 
in  their  wisdom  (?)  will  not  allow  him  to  sell  anything 
stronger  that  ginger  ale,  &c.,  I  think  he  has  done  the  beat 
thing  possible  in  making  arrangements  to  provide  anglers 
with  a  good  hot  meal '  on  the  spot.'  I  strongly  recom- 
mend my  brother  anglers  to  take  advantage  of  Mr. 
Begley'a  offer,  for,  speaking  from  experience,  I  can  testify 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  service,  the  kindness  and  courtesy 
of  Mr.  Begley,  his  good  wife,  and  their  assistants  ;  but  I 
should  like  to  add  one  tip :  do  not  ask  for  a  Johnny 
Walker  and  a  small  soda.   It  is  a  sore  point.    Verb.  Sap. 

 >»♦♦<  


"We  had  last  Saturday,"  "Charles"  goes  on,  "the 
melancholy  duty  of  aaying  au  revoir  to  Messrs.  FJtz  and 
Adolf  Seebold  and  their  talented  Chamounix  Orchestra. 
Throughout  the  season  they  have  charmed  us  with  the 
most  delightful^  music,  and  what,  to  my  mind,  is  a  bigger 
feather  in  their  caps  than  even  the  handsome  cock's 
plumes  they  wear  in  their  native  head-dress,  is  the  fact 
that  they  have  broken  the  record  ;  they  have  gone  through 
the  whole  season  without  a  wry  word  with  any  member  of 
the  corporation.  '  Volumes  could  not  say  more,'  as 
Dickens  puts  it.  So  highly  were  their  efforta  to  please 
appreciated  that  the  residents  presented  Mr.  Seebold  with 
a  handsome  and  thoroughly  well-deserved  testimonal." 


The  largest  perch  ever  caught  about  Patchogue  was 
hauled  in  at  Canaan  Lake  last  week  by  Frederick  Hoff- 
mann. It  tipped  the  scales  at  6$lb.,  measuring  Slin.  in 
length. 

A  TELEGRAM  arrived  this  (Friday)  morning  to  the  effect 
that  "  Straw  Hat's  "  lantern  lecture  was  a  great  success. 
There  were  250  present  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Dulwich, 
on  Thursday  evening,  when  the  chair  was  ably  occupied 
by  Councillor  T.  W.  Dobson,  Sixty  elides,  illustrating 
the  "Thames  from  Oxford  to  London,"  were  exhibited, 
"  Straw  Hat,"  doing  the  talkee  talkee,"  interspersed  with 
an  occasional  ditty.  Amongst  thoee  present  were  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  "),  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  &o.,  &c. 
This  young  Croydon  society  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  "  go ;  "  and,  under  the  secretaryship  of  Mr.  George 
Diz,  bids  fair  to  become  a  power  in  the  angling  world. 

Dragnkt. 
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THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
On  Monday  evening,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  in  the  chair, 
the  October  delegate  meeting  of  this  association  was  held 
at  Cripplegate  lostitnte,  City.  The  tninates  of  the 
general  committee  showed  that  a  new  folub,  the  Warwick 
Angling  Society,  Walthamstow,  had  been  enrolled,  and 
the  correspondence  iaclnded  a  letter  to  the  eSect  that  a 
number  of  dace  had  been  found  dead  in  the  Wandle, 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  pollution,  and  that  the 
Thames  Conservancy  had  been  informed  of  the  matter. 
A  diecassion  arose,  the  outcome  of  a  privilege  ticket 
issued  by  accident  to  the  wife  of  an  angler,  as  to  the 
advisability  of  applying  to  the  railway  companies  to 
grant  privilege  tickets  to  ladies.  The  chairman  said 
that  years  ago  the  railway  authorities  were  approached 
on  the  matter,  but  would  not  listen  to  it.  They  said 
Buch  an  arrangement  would  be  likely  to  interfere  with 
their  excursion  tra£Sc.  Mr.  Frei  remarked  that  he 
remembered  the  Great  Northern  Railway  had  signified 
to  the  association  some  years  ago  that  they  had 
no  objection  to  privilege  tickets  being  issued  to 
lady  anglers.  Mr.  Harwood  said  that  the  question  of 
ladies'  tickets  when  it  last  cropped  up  received  really 
no  support  from  the  delegates.  Mr.  Manning,  referring  to 
a  deputation  he  was  on  which  had  waited  on  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  stated  that  the  company's  reply  as  to 
the  ladies'  tickets  was  to  the  effect  that  they  did  not  care 
whether  the  holders  were  masculine  or  feminine  as  long 
aa  they  were  hon&  fide  members  of  angling  clubs.  Mr. 
Woodruff  (secretary)  stated  that  the  Great  Western 
Railway  were  quite  opposed  to  iisuing  privilege  tickets  to 
ladies,  as  the  practice,  they  pointed  out,  was  open  to  many 
abuses.^  The  chairman  said  it  wa3  an  interesting  question, 
and  invited  any  delegate  to  move  a  special  resolution  on 
the  subject  at  the  next  meeting,  but  as  no  angler  rose  to 
champion  the  cause  of  the  lady  angler  it  dropped.  The 
resignation  was  announced  of  the  North-Bast  District  Visit- 
ing OjEcer,  Mr.  T.  R.  C.  La  Mond,  who  was  heartily  thanked 
for  his  services,  the  vacincy  being  filled  during  the  even- 
ing by  the  election  of  Mr.  W.  Osment,  of  the  Walthamstow 
Brothers.  Cheques  amounting  to  £40  were  ordered  to  be 
drawn,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  society's  fivour  of 
^7  7b.  Id.     There  were  forty-two  clubs  represented 

Hon.  Eepobtjee, 


Woies  from  i^e  ^orll^. 

AmuMN  anglers  are  now  having  a  taste  of  what  the 
spring  angler  has  often  to  face  for  weeks  on  end — sleet, 
snow,  and  hail.  The  weather  has  been  very  cold,  yet  sport 
has  been  keen  and  results  good  all  over. 

Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  killed  the  top  weight  on  the  Doe 
(on  the  Caimton  water)  last  Thursday.  It  scaled  41  Jib., 
and  was  a  splendid  specimen  of  an  autumn  fish. 

Ool.  Grant  had  a  beauty  on  the  Don  the  other  day, 
scaling  351b.  It  measared  43in.  long,  9in.  in  depth,  and 
23in._  in  girth.  He  took  it  to  the  natural  minnow.  On 
the  same  water  the  Birl  of  Suff  jlk  had  five  fish,  and  Mr. 
Grahame,  four,  on  the  same  day.  Not  bad  for  a  bit  of 
the  poor  old  Don.   

The  fly  has  been  the  taking  lure  on  the  Dee  and  Spey, 
and  of  these  the  Silver  Doctor,  Jock  Scott,  the  Gordon, 
Akroyd,  and  Eagle  from  IJin.  to  l|in.  irons.  In  fact, 
summer  flies.   

On  the  Gordon  Castle  water  the  Duke  of  York's  bag 
was  fourteen  fish  up  to  241b.  He  had  five  the  day  he  left. 
Sheer  force  made  him  tear  himself  away  from  the  river- 
side at  the  very  latest  moment  to  catch  the  train.  He 
went  in  his  waders,  changing  and  dressing  en  route, 

Lidy  anglers  have  had  fairly  good  sport  lately.  On  the 
Dee  Mrs.  Pickering  landed  one  of  161b.,  Mies  Pickering, 
two,  of  15Jlb.  and  191b.,  on  their  Kincardine  water;  and 
Miss  Fortescue,  two,  of  9lb.  and  171b.,  on  the  Kingcausie 
water.  Of  course,  Her  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is 
having  one  and  two  every  day  out. 

■  But  the  best  bit  of  sport  to  any  lady  in  the  north  has 
fallen  to  Lady  Bridge,  on  the  Corniehaugh  section  of  the 
Deveron._  Here  laat  week,  on  three  succeeding  days,  she 
creeled  eight,  five,  and  three  salmon  respectively,  weighins 
from  61b.  to  241b.    s  b 

_  Visitors,  royal  and  otherwise,  are  departing  from  Dee- 
Bide  daily.  There  was  a  regular  crowd  of  them  every  day 
last  week  up  till  Friday,  including  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
of  Connaught  and  their  daughters.  Princess  Christian, 
Duchess  of  Roxburgh,  Lord  and  Lady  de  Wilton,  and  a 
score  of  others.   

'"^  new  bridge  at  Perth,  called  the  Victoria  Bridge, 
erected  at  a  cost  of  .£40,000,  was  formally  opened  on 
Saturday  last.  Lady  Pullar  out  the  ribbon  with  a  pair  of 
silver  scissors  presented  by  Provost  McGregor.  The 
bridge  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  angling  fraternity. 

The  Star  of  Hope,  chartered  by  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board,  has  been  working  in  territorial  waters  and  in  the 
Moray  Firth  for  scientific  purposes.  Last  week  she 
brought  in  a  large  consignment  of  live  fish  from  the  Aber- 
oeen  bank,  which  have  now  been  placsd  in  the  tanks 
recently  erected  at  the  Bay  of  Nigg  Hatchery. 


Professor  Cash,  Aberdeen  University,  has  a  rod  on  the 
Grandholm  water  just  now,  and  seldom  a  day  passes  but 
he  has  a  fish  or  two.   The  other  morning  he  bagged 
poacher  very  neatly,  for  which  he  deserves  the  gn^ateful 
thanks  of  the  angling  fraternity. 


Going  down  to  his  water,  he  spied  two  men  watching 
the  fish  trying  to  pass  over  the  Stoneywood  Dam  Dyke, 
and  suspecting  what  they  were  about,  he  made  a  detour, 
and  came  upon  one  fellow  giving  the  coup  de  grace  to 
20-pounder,  which  he  hastily  threw  into  a  bush  and  fled. 
The  professor,  however,  gave  chase,  and,  thanks  to  his 
cricket  and  football  days,  soon  ran  the  poacher  to  earth  in 
the  middle  of  a  stubble  field.  He  was  handed  over  to  the 
bailiff,  arjd  next  day  he  and  his  companion  were  mulcted 
ill  £3  178.,  or  twenty  days.  The  fish  was  "  put  out  of 
pine,"  and  handed  over  to  the  authorities  by  the  professor 
who  can  thus  protect  his  water  as  well  as  fish  it. 

Some  score  of  fish  came  from  one  station  alone  on  the 
Deeside  line  on  Monday  morning,  the  produce  of  Satur 
day's  sport  being  -despatched  to  friends  in  the  south. 


A  right  of  way  case  is  being  considered  just  now  along 
the  north  bank  of  the  Dee  at  Cults,  between  the  county 
council  and  Mr.  Raid,  of  Gathdee.  Mr.  Reid  only  wishes 
to  secure  his  rights  in  the  matter.  He  is  a  most  ac- 
commodating and  genial  host,  and,  although  not  an  angler 
himself,  has  a  nice  bit  of  water,  and  is  very  free  with  it. 


The  Ugie  has  been  doing  well  durins;  the  past  week,  and 
a  grilse  of  SJlb.  was  got  well  up  the  Pitfour  water  by  Mr. 
Irvine,  London,  on  Saturday.  Finnock  and  sea  trout  are 
thick  on  the  lower  reaches. 


The  Salmon  Fisheries  Commission  meets  in  Edinburgh 
next  week,  and  communications  meantime  from  those  in- 
tending to  give  evidence  are  requested  to  be  sent  to  28, 
St.  James's-square,  Ediaburgh.         Special  Scotch. 


(provincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  fourteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Provincial 
Angling^  A.S3ociation  was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  Smithfield,  Birmingham,  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
Oct.  13.    Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  presided,  and 
Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  of  Worcester,  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended,  as  representatives  from 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  branches  were  present.  The 
minutes  of  the  previous  general  meeting  were  read  and 
passed  without  comment,  after  which  the  work  of  the 
committee  was  taken,  on  which  it  was  resolved  that  Mr. 
W.  C.  Sadler,  of  Kidderminster,  be  again  nominated  as  a 
candidate  to  sit  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  as  a 
representative  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association, 
The  important  matter  re  the  railway  companies  allowing 
the  members  the  privilege  of  booking  for  five  days  instead 
of  three,  as  now  allowed  by  the  companies,  was  discussed. 
The  object  of  asking  for  this  concession  was  that  some  of 
the  stations  took  the  best  part  of  a  day  to  get  to  some  of 
the  long-distanced  places,  and  the  same  time  to  return,  so 
that  it  only  gave  one  clear  day  for  fishing.    This  conces- 
sion had  been  refused  by  the  companies,  but  it  was  decided 
to  keep  the  matter  before  the  notice  of  the  railway 
authorities,  and  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  sub- 
committee.   Correspondence  was  read  by  the  secretary 
from  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  Company,  in  which  they 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  association  additional  waters, 
which  would  be  of  great  importance  to  the  north  country 
branches.    It  was  unanimously  decided  to  rent  the  waters 
mentioned  in  the  letters,  and  also  to  acquire  some  of  the 
canal's  waters  within  reasonable  distance  from  Birmingham 
so  that  the  midland  branches  could  also  be  benefited.  The 
balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report  for  the  half-year  ending 
J ane  30  last  was  taken.  This  showed  that  the  sum  of  over 
£100  lay  to  the  credit  of  the  association.    To  this  has  to 
be  added  the  late  subscription  just  been  paid  in,  which  will 
bring  the  fund  up  to  about  £150  »fter  all  liabilities  have 
been  disbursed.    The  balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report 
was  received  and  adopted  as  very  satisfactory.    Ic  was 
resolved  to  hold  a  contest  next  year,  the  whole  of  the 
arrangements  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of   the  sub- 
committee.   It  was  also  resolved  to  memorialise  the 
Great  Western,   Midland,   and   London  and  North- 
western   Railway   Companies    for    the    purpose  of 
travelling   to  all    fishing  stations   at   a   single  fare 
for  the  double  journey,  and  the  sub-committee  was 
instructed  t«  take  this  matter  in  hand  at  once,  and,  if 
required,  send  a  deputation  to  the  companies  to  lay  the 
claims  of  the  anglers  before  the  companies'  notice.  The 
election  of  oflSoers  resulted  in  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birming- 
ham being  appointed  president,  and  Messrs.  Wingtield,  of 
Worcester,  and  Frost,  of  Bristol,  re-elected  as  vice- 
presidents.   Mr.  H.  W.  MiUer,  of  Birmingham,  was  again 
appointed  treasurer,  and  Mr.  C.  White  re-elected  to  act  as 
general  secretary.   Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance  were  also  re- 
elected to  act  as  trustees.   Tne  election  of  the  committee 
resulted  in  Messrs.  Sadler,  of  Kidderminster ;  Dance,  of 
Birmingham ;  Knight,  of  Warrington  ;  Green,  of  Reading ; 
Holding,  of  Birmingham  ;  Hughes,  of  Birmingham  ;  Cook, 
of  Wolverhampton ;  Rabone,  of  Birmingbam ;  Royal,  ot 
Dudley ;  Gumbley,  of  Birmingham ;  Wright,  of  Liver- 
pool J  and  Smith,  of  Crewe,  being  elected.    Reports  were 
given  in  by  Messrs.  Coles  and  Wingfield  re  their  labours  on 


behalf  of  the  coarse  fish  anglers  and  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board.  The  report  went  to  show  that  they  were  doing 
their  best  to  benefit  the  anglers,  but  that  the  board 
was  still  opposed  to  the  requirements  of  the  coarse 
fishermen.  The  report  was  adapted,  after  which  the 
meeting  closed.  The  Aston  Crown  Club  fished  a  bye 
contest  on  the  Severn  at  Kemsey,  on  Sunday  last.  About 
forty  members  competed.  The  first  prize  was  taken  by 
Mr.  Fnxh,  with  3ib.  loz.  of  fish,  chiefly  dace.  The  Gun 
Society  fish  a  bye  contest  on  Sunday  next  at  Kingsbury. 
The  recent  rains  have  done  some  good  in  benefiting  our 
local  rivers,  and  some  nice  takes  of  roach  have  been  hid  of 
late.  One  or  two  of  our  members  have  been  out  on  tbe 
Wye  near  Ross,  and  have  met  with  good  epott.  Mr.  H. 
Miller,  of  the  Sparkbrook  Club,  brought  home  a  fine  catch 
on  Friday  last  from  the  last-mentioned  place.  His  catch 
consisted  of  two  pike,  whicti  weighed  over  18Jlb.,  the 
largest  over  121b.,  and  about  401b.  of  roach.  The  canal  at 
Bearley  and  Wilmcote  contains  a  large  number  of  small 
pike  just  now,  and  will  well  repay  a  visit. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

AU  the  Fen  waters  have  been  greatly  benefited  by  the 
rains  which  fell  ten  days  ago,  and  sport  has  shown  an  all- 
round  improvement.  The  tributary  streams  of  the 
Witham  have  fished  capitally  for  roach,  and  where  sports- 
men have  paid  proper  attention  to  ground-baiting  they 
have  done  remarkably  well  amongst  the  red  fins,  some 
rods  having  accounted  for  bags  weighing  up  to  12ib.  and 
14[b.  Those  operating  on  the  Donington  lengths  of  the 
Forty-foot  have  enjoyed  a  good  time  daring  the  past  few 
days  between  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Bridge  and  the 
Sloop  Inn.  Hereabouts  the  river  is  fairly  clear  of  weed, 
and  some  fine  roach  have  been  taken  by  those  fiehing  from 
the  barge-ends.  The  Glen  is  also  proving  a  satisfactory 
roach  stream  just  now,  especially  in  the  Surfleet  district, 
where  two  rods  6n  Monday  secured  211b.  of  roach, 
principally  with  the  aid  of  creed  wheat  bait.  The  Witham 
has  yielded  much  better  since  the  rainfall,  as  also  have  the 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Bargate  Drains.  Anglers  in  the 
Deeping  district  are  obtaining  sport  on  the  Welland, 
principally  amongst  pike.  As  a  rule,  however,  trolling 
continues  to  be  much  hampered  by  the  weeds.  On  some 
lengths  of  the  Forty-foot,  where  better  conditions  prevail, 
pike  fishing  has  proved  successful.  Two  brace  fell  to  one 
rod  on  Saturday,  weighing  191b,,  the  best  scaling  6Jlt). ; 
and  on  Monday  the  same  angler  landed  two  and  a  half 
brace,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  231b.  Apart  from  the 
weed  nuisance,  the  pike  hshing  prospects  are  very  good, 
and  excellent  sport  should  be  obtained  during  the  winter 
months. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  in  this  district  during  the  past  week  has  been  very 
fair  for  the  time  of  year,  especiaUy  on  the  river  Hull, 
from  which  river  several  very  good  fish  have  been  taken, 
both  from  the  upper  waters  and  the  tidal  portion,  in  fact, 
the  tidal  waters  are  now  at  their  best,  and  from  Weel- 
ferry  down  to  Dunswell  soma  very  good  fiah  have  been 
shown,  amongst  which  Mr.  Fred  Downs,  the  secretary  of 
the  Star  Angling  Society,  of  Stoneferry,  has  been  to  the 
fore  with  two  very  good  fish  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wawne,  the  best  fish  a  bream  that  scaled  31b.  12oz.,  and 
the  other  a  roach  of  lib.  2ioz. ;  and  several  other  anglers 
have  been  successful  with  some  very  good  roach  and  bream, 
from  the  same  district,  paste  proving  the  most  killing 
bait ;  and  at  the  last  match  of  the  Osborne  Angling 
Association,   which    took    place    at    Weelferry,  the 
competitors  met  with  some  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  Robert 
Goodin  taking  the  first  prize  with  51b.   5|jz.  (which 
included  a  bream  of  2ib.  S^jz.)  ;  Messrs.  J.  Cousens  and 
J.  Haysam  coming  in  second  and  third  with  21b.  14jjz. 
and  21b.  6oz.  respectively.    Some  very  fair  takes  of  roach 
have  also  been  made  at  Hull  Bridge,  Arram,  and  Wilf- 
holme ;  whilst  at  Aike  Beck-end  and  Taplow  Bay  some 
nice  catches  of  perch  have  been  made  with  red  worms. 
With  spinning  in  the  Arram  and  Hull  Bridge  districts 
some  nice-sizea  pike  have  been  met  with ;  but  in  the  upper 
waters  sport  has  not  been  near  so  good  as  is  usually  the 
case  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  in  the  matches  recently 
fished  only  small  catches  have  been  made.   The  Htill  City 
Club  anglers  wound  up  their  season  above  Hempholme  Look, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall,  who  took  the  first  prize,  only 
secured  lib.  lOJiz.  of  fish  ;  whilst  the  next  two,  Messrs.  E. 
Wilcox  and  J.  Flintoft,  only  weighed-in  14Joz.  and  lOJoz. 
respectively,  although  on  suitable  days  some  very  fair 
catches  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  made  with  maggot 
fishing.    The  Victoria  Angling  Society  also  fished  their 
last  match  of  the  season  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hemp- 
holme,  and  Mr.  Marshall  was  again  successful  in  taking 
this  club's  first  prize,  but,  like  the  other  match,  only  poor 
catches  of  fish  ruled.    Pike  fishing  is  reported  to  be  very 
good,  both'  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  and  river 
Ancholme,  and  especially  on  the  latter,  from  which  some 
very  good  fish  have  been  creeled,  both  by  spinning  and 
live-bait  fishing  ;  and  as  we  are  now  having  a  few  frosty 
nights,  pike  fishing  should  be  good  on  most  waters,  and 
both  the  Derwent  in  the  Stamford  Bridge  district,  and 
the  river  Ludd  from  Thoresby  Bridge  to  fulstow,  should 
pay  for  a  visit.  A  few  of  our  local  aaglers  have  visited  the 
lower  waters  of  the  Derwent  at  Wressle  and  Menthorpe, 
and  done  fairly  well  amongst  roach  and  bream,  but  the 
fish  have  not  run  so  large  as  on  previous  occasions, 
especially  the  latter,  for  the  best  fish  only  a  little  exceeded 
|ib.    Some  fair  mixed  catches  have  been  mide  during  the 
week  on  the  Ludd,  especially  at  Austin  Fen  and  Fire- 
beacon,  but  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  only  poor 
sport  has  been  met  with.    The  East  Riding  Association 
fished  their  fourth  and  last  match  on  toe  canal  at  New- 
port,  and  only  had  very  indifferent  sport,  the  first  three 
prize  winners  only  weighing  in  lib.  6jz,  amongst  them 
(Messrs.  J.  Taylor,  W.  Drax,  and  C.  Cookhill).  and  this 
being  the  club's  last  match  the  gold  medal  will  hare  to  be 
"fished  off"  for,  Messrs.  J.  Taylor,  C.  CockhiU,  F 
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DAVID  SLATER 

Fishing  Tackle  Manafactnrer, 
N£WARK-ON-TRENT. 


THE  "CHAMPION" 
PIKE  ROD. 

Made  in  three  joints  of  selected 
Greenheart,  two  tops,  best  Uni- 
versal winch  fittings,  10ft., 
lift.,  or  12ft.  long. 

Price  21/-, 


THE  "  CLINTON " 
PIKE  REEL 

Centre  pin  action,  optional 
check,  in  selected  polished 
walnut. 

5  inches. 


3| 
7/- 


4 
776 


3/6 


"SPECIAL"  PIKE  LINES. 

Eigtt-plait,  fine,  but  exceptionally  strong. 
100  yards.    Price  7/6. 


Send  TOT  Illustrated  Catalogue, 
Post  Free. 


GRAYLING  FLIES 

A  SPECIALITY. 

All  the  best  killing  patterns,  winged  or 

hackled,  in  stock,  1/6  per  doz. 
Tapered  Casts,  9d.  each ;  Drawn 
Casts,  6d.,  8d.,  and  Is. 

F.  W.  DALE,  Fly  Dresser, 

HANLEY,  STAFFS. 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  seasoned  and  Selected. 
Geebnhbabt,  Hiokoey,  or  LANCBWOGI)  : 
liin.    |in.    fin.    ^in.     |in.     Jin.  2!t.  long 
1/-     4d,    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6    8d.    7d.    6d.    6d.    4d.  ajft.  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Eings,  and 
every  Eequisite  for  Eod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  Is.  and  Is.  6d. 
per  doz.  Floaters,  28.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half 
dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATEEIALS.— Hackles  in  Bed,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours,  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  l^d.  per  doz. 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  l^d.;  Snipe,  l^d. 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  3d. ;  Partridge,!^.; 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  1^. 

Floss  akd  Ttinq  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks, 
all  shades.  — 

WILL   CHAMBERS   &  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Uancbester. 


SALMON  OVA, 

Eyed,  and  also  FRY,  supplied  from 
the  best  early  Scotch  fish.  Orders 
now  being  booked. 

Apply  to  T.  PiLKiNGTON,  Esq., 
Sandeide,  Thurso,  N.B. 


SEA  TROUT& SALMON  FISHERS 

WANTED  TO  TRY  MY 

GREENHEART  RODS. 

Perfect  balance,  with  Cork  handles,  best  solid 
winch  fittings,  German  silver  snake  rings, 
double  brazed,  and  revolving  top  ring.  In  three 
pieces,  and  in  partitioned  bag.  14ft.,  3B/- 
15ft,  40/-;  16ft.,  45/-;  17ft.,  SO/-;  17ft.  6in. 
55/-;  18ft..  60/-.  Both  for  ease  and  length  of 
cast  these  Eods  cannot  be  equalled.   If  not  to 

purchasers'  expectations  money  returned. 
Illustrated  Oatalogne  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  information  of  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


See  Address: 

THOIYIAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  FishiDg  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN   STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 


The  Lightest  Rods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  to  10sz. 

BOOTH'S  FiVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d  ,  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle,  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.   Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  Fishins  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD, 3- joint, 
balance  handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag.  about  12oz. 
Price,  10ft.,  4s.  9d. ;  lOift.,  6s.  4d.  ;  lift.,  5s.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut,  first  quality,  201n.,  3b.  6d 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  15in.,  first 
quality,  3s.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Oasts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


BOO  T  b:. 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant, 


TKADE 


MABK. 

THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresh  Fish. 
15/-  per  cwt.,  delivered  England  and  Wales 

LIVERINE  LIMITED  GRIMSBY. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

NATURAL  BAIT? 

25  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish 
taking  a  paste  bait.  Tvro  colours,  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  weU  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  157, 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

PbbbIDENT:  Sir  EDWABD  BIBKBEOK,  Bwt. 

REDUCED  PARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  RAII.WATS 

I8t  OCTOBER  to  3i«t  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 

BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street, 
London. 

AH  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Pattbbson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
bers,  11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 


I  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  I  [ANDERSONS' gold  medal  WADEWS] 


s 


s 


The  "HAMPSHIRE 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 

Speciality — 

LIGHTNESS. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Made  in  Five  Qualities, 


The 

"BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  LTD' 

(The  Angflers'  Water proofers), 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.G. 

And  at  CARDIFF,  8,  QUEEN  STREET. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  1 1  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERSI 


LONGLEY'S  HOLIDAY  GUIDES 


IE  PENI\IY  EACH.  ABUNDANTLY  ILLUSTRATED.   BEAUTIFULLY  PRINTED, 


THE  RHINE.  [PLACES. 
EAST  COAST  WATERING 
A  RUN  TO  DUBLIN. 
AMSTERDAM. 
EASTERN  CATHEDRALS. 
CHANNEL  ISLANDS. 
MONA'S  ISLE. 
SOUTHEND. 
THROUGH  THE  LAKES. 
DEVON  WATERING 

[PLACES. 
CORNISH  COAST. 
A  RUN  TO  CORK. 
BPPING  FOREST. 
WESTERN  ISLANDS.  ■ 
MOURNE  MOUNTAINS. 
MIDLAND  HEALTH 

[RESORTS. 
PEAK  DISTRICT. 
UP  THE  THAMES. 
WESTERN  CATHEDRALS. 
SOMERSET  &  DORSET. 
COUNTY  DOWN. 


FOREST  OF  DEAN 
KILLARNEY  LAKES. 
ROUND  OBAN 
SOUTH-EAST  WALES. 
THK  IRISH  RHINE. 
THE  POTTERIES. 
ORKNEYS  &  SHETLAND8. 
BELFAST. 
DUNDALK  BAY. 
MID-WALES. 
SOUTHPORT    &  BLACK- 
POOL]. 
A  RUN  TO  GLASGOW. 
CONNEMARA  &  WEST 

IRELAND. 
INVERNESS  & HIGH- 

fLANDS. 
DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 
CUMBERLAND  COAST. 
ACROSS  IRELAND. 
ROUND  GLENGARIFF. 
ON  THE  CAMBRIAN. 
FOUR  CHANNEL  PORTS. 


**#  ^<i-  each,  post  free.    Four  Guides,  post  free,  5d. 

F.  E.  LONGLEY,  20,  Thorufield 


tt.^TEIGNMOUTH. 

46.  GIANT'S  CAUSEWAY. 

47.  NORTH  WALES. 

48.  FLYING  SCOTCHMAN. 

49.  aRUN  TO  SCARBOkOUGH 

50.  ON  THE  "COLUMBA." 
61.  FAMOUS  CASTLES.  - 

52.  ROUND  GLASGOW. 

53.  ACROSS  WALES. 

54.  A  TRIP  TO  NORWAY. 

55.  A  TRIP  TO  SWEDEN. 

66.  ON  THE  "  CEYLON." 

57.  ROUND  BRUSSELS. 

58.  ROUND  HARWICH. 
.59:iPEMBROKE  COAST. 

en.  CORNI<H  WINTER  . 

61.  WEYMOUTH,  FRESORTBi 

62.  AROUND  BRECON.  ^ 

63.  SEASIDE  A. B.C. 

64.  ROUND  SUNNINGDALEJ 

65.  GWBERT-ON-THB-8EA.  1 
06.  FALMOUTH.  1 

67.  ROUND  LULWORTH.  f 
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Harst,  and  J.  Plowman  having  an  equal  number  of  points 
Another  new  angling  society  has  been  added  to  oar  long 
list  of  local  clubs,  called  the  North-Eastern  Railway  A  S 
The  meetings  are  held  at  the  Golden  Gap  Hotel  in  Brook 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  fonrth  outing  of  the  St.  Helens  anglers  to  Obeshire 
was  a  great  success,  as  the  weights  will  show.  Fifteen 
competitors  entered  for  six  prizHs,  which  were  won  by 
Messrs.  P.  Ball,  8.  Kiy,  W.  B.  Seddon,  J.  Gerrard,  and 
J.  E.  W.  Chatterton,  and  consolation  prize  by  H.  M. 
Greer.  The  four  heaviest  weights  for  the  aggregate  cup 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  S.  Kay,  J.  E.  W.  Chatterton,  W.  B 
Seddon,  and  P.  Ba,ll.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  in  addition  to  the  three 
medals  already  announced  as  won,  and  which  were  pre- 
sented, a  special  medal  was  given  to  Mr.  W.  Birchall  for  a 
meritorious  win  as  second  man  in  the  championship, 
special  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  inspect  a  certain 
water,  and,  if  found  suitable  for  the  society,  negotia' 
tions  will  be  opened  for  renting  the  same.  Members  can 
now  weigh  fish  at  the  shop  of  Mr,  Podmore,  Market' 
place,  Warrington.  It  has  been  decided  to  provide  a  trophy 
either  shield,  cup,  or  other  suitable  article,  for  com- 
petition amongst  local  clubs  during  next  season. 
Last  Saturday  the  Black  Diamond  Angling  Society,  who 
so  recently  won  the  shield  offered  by  the  Ashton,  Staly- 
bridge,  and  Oldham  Anglers'  Association,  were  entrusted 
with  its  safe  keeping  for  the  next  twelve  months.  A 
similar  ceremony  will  take  place  at  Wigan,  when  the 
Amateur  Angling  Society  will  receive  the  Bridgawater 
challenge  shield,  which  they  won  at  Worsley  on  Sept.  1. 
Messrs.  P.  Knight,  Warrington,  and  Wright,  Liverpool, 
have  been  elected  to  seats  on  the  executive  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Angling  Association,  and  will  represent  our  interests 
with  that  association,  which  now  numbers  9600  on  the 
books.  The  headquarters  of  the  Chowbent  Anglers  was  a 
scene  of  festivity  last  Saturday,  the  genial  Tom  having 
provided  things  on  a  lavish  scale  for  hie  friends.  The 
heavy  flood  waters  in  the  Lune  and  its  tributaries  have 
done  a  lot  of  good,  and  although  the  weirs  and  passes 
were  severely  tested,  no  apparent  damage  is  up  to  the 
present  reported. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

_  The  committee  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Associa- 
tion had  a  most  enjoyable  outing  to  their  waters  at  Irlam 
last  week-end.  The  weather  was  sadly  against  good  sport, 
hut  several  nice  roach,  the  largest  13oz.,  were  caught,  and 
eventually  the  "  odds  "  won  the  contest  easily.  Ssveral 
city  rods  who  spent  their  holidays  tliia  year  in  the  Water- 
ville  district,  and  were  terribly  disappointed,  have  not 
been  solaced  by  the  reports  from  this  district  in  the  F.  O. 
last  week,  and  ardently  wish  they  were  there  now.  The 
recent  decision  of  the  railway  campanies  to  make  the 
minimum  fare  one  shilling  for  anglers'  tickets  will  not 
affect  this  city  very  much.  The  idea  is  an  old 
one,  and  advocated  years  ago  by  those  working 
for  the  return  of  our  angling  privileges.  Our 
townsman,  Mr.  Selke,  is  once  more  at  his  favourite 
resort,  and  totalling  up  his  annual  death-roll  of  pike,  and 
since  he  commenced,  on  Oct.  3,  from  which  date  to  Oct  12 
(nine  days)  he  caught  284  fish  ;  kept  109  ;  weight  580|lb. 
No  fish  under  26in.  was  retained.  This  will  account  for 
the  great  number  returned ;  but  an  average  of  over  51b. 
per  fish  is  not  bad  by  any  means  The  N.  A.A,,  whose 
headquarters  were  once  in  this  city,  are  noted  for  a  meet- 
ing at  Crewe  next  Saturday,  A  very  good  account  is  to 
hand  from  the  Duchy  Club,  at  Pendleton.  They  are 
rapidly  progressing. 

NORFOLK  RIVERS  AND  BROADS. 
We  have  had  scarcely  any  rain  again  this  week.  Just  a 
shower  now  and  then,  but  not  enough  to  do  any  good  to 
the  rivers  to  put  them  in  condition  for  roach  fishermen. 
The  only  thing  now  is  spinning  for  pike,  of  which  a  few 
small  ones  have  been  taken  in  different  places.  The  waters 
are  all  very  clear,  and  roach  fishing  will  be  but  slow  sport 
till  we  have  some  good  heavy  rains.  Whiting  are  feeding 
fairly  at  Yarmouth  and  other  seaside  towns,  but  fishing 
from  a  pier  with  about  sixty  other  rods  bristling  round  is 
not  very  enticing. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  Trent,  on  Wednesday,  contained  about  a  couple  of 
feet  of  extra  water  beyond  the  ordinary  level  of  summer, 
and  the  rise  should  prove  beneficial,  from  a  coarse  fish 
angler's  point  of  view.  To  say  the  least,  the  colour  coming 
down  ought  to  set  such  fish  aa  roach  and  bream  freely  on 
the  feed  at  the  tail-end  of  the  lobworm,  or  a  bright  f  ucoulent 
oockspnr  worm.  Mr.  W.  Birks,  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society,  has  been  spending  a  brief  holiday  at  Shardlow, 
and  he  has  excelled  amongst  most  kinds  of  fish,  finishing 
up  on  Saturday  with  a  rare  catch  of  pike.  Mr.  F.  Baker 
and  Mr.  T.  Large,  of  the  same  society,  have  also  scored 
amongst  .Esoa-,  and  heavy  epeoimens  have  been  brought  in 
from  Clifton  and  a  private  resort  below  Newark.  One 
from  the  latter  place  soiled  15.b,  Chub,  prior  to  the  rise, 
were  showing  fair  sport  to  the  wasp  grub  used  in  the 
streams,  and  odd  barbel  were  taken  by  the  aid  of  greaves 
employed  on  light  ledgering  tackle  The  oldest  society  in  the 
city— Radford  Victoria—  celebrated  the  close  of  the  summer 
season  with  a  substantial  dinner  at  headquarters  on 
Saturday  last.  Fifty  members  sat  down  under  the  genial 
chairmanship  of  Host  Councillor  Lovett,  and  subsequently 
ttie  prizes  (for  specimen  fieh)  were  presented  aa  follows : 
Barbel,  1st,  A.  Frettingham  ;  2cd,  G.  Stafford.  Chub, 
Ist,  H,  Frettingham;  2Qd,  S.  Shaw;  3rd,  8.  Ballfield, 
Bream,  1st,  T.  PaJin ;  2nd,  J.  Eraser ;  3rd,  G.  Heard. 
Roach,  Ist,  H.  Tome ;  2nd,  J.  Kemp ;  3rd,  J.  Gee.  Dace, 
1st,  P.  Aararm  ;  2nd,  J.  Comery ;  8rd,  T.  Lamb.  Perch, 
Ist,  G.  B.  Hewson;  2nd,  T.  Cooper;  3rd,  P.  Read 
(secretary  of  the  society,  and  a  rare  one  to  boot).  Bleak, 
l8t,  H,  Anderson;  2nd,  J,  Ootterill;  3rd,  Professor  T. 


Skidmore.  The  season  was  the  most  successful  ever  known 
since  the  establishment  of  the  society,  over  forty  years 
ago.  (Dther  local  societies  have  also  held  their  "  winding- 
up  "  dinners,  followed  by  the  customary  presentation  of 
awards  to  the  successful  members.  Gross  weight  awards 
— a  bane  to  angling  interests— are  not  known  in  Notting- 
ham and  the  district. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
A  few  pike  have  been  captured  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Shrewsbury.  The  river  is  now  in  good  order,  and  coarse 
fishing  should  be  successful.  The  forthcoming  meeting  of 
the  Severn  Conservancy  Board  at  Birmingham  promises  to 
be  an  interesting  one,  as  there  are  two  notices  on  the 
ageiida  which  will  doubtless  provoke  discussion,  if  not  con- 
tention. One  of  these  seeks  to  bring  about  a  uniform 
charge  of  23.  being  made  for  each  trout  rod  and  line 
licence  issued  by  the  board  throughout  their  district.  In 
some  places,  including  the  greater  part  of  Shropshire,  28, 
is  already  the  figure,  but  in  other  localities  Is.  only  is  the 
price  of  the  annual  licence.  If  the  board  cannot  show 
better  results  for  their  work  in  the  future  than  in  the  past 
it  is  both  desirable  and  equitable  that  the  uniform  charge 
be  made  Is.  per  annum  only,  but  if  practical  steps  are 
really  contemplated  for  the  improvement  of  the  trout 
fishing,  no  doubt  anglers  generally  will  be  willing  to 
augment  the  board's  funds  in  the  manner  now  suggested. 
The  second  of  the  motions  referred  to  has  for  its  object 
the  rescinding  of  a  certain  resolution  recently  passed  by 
the  board,  whereby  a  good  deal  of  salmon  netting  in  the 
Worcester  district,  namely  between  Tewkesbury  and 
Lincombe  weiis,  was  prohibited.  This  restriction  has 
undoubtedly  bad  the  beneficiil  effect  of  facilitating  the 
passage  of  a  larger  number  of  salmon  than  usual  to  the 
mid  and  upper  Severn,  and  if  still  further  restrictions  are 
imposed  by  the  board,  such,  for  instance,  as  the  extension 
of  the  weekly  close  time,  it  may  yet  be  possible  to  save 
Severn  salmon  from  extermination.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
the_  board  reverts  to  the  old  order  of  things  without 
giving  the  experiment  of  restricting  netting  a  fairer  trial 
than  it  has  had,  they  will  undo  what  little  good  has  been 
accomplished,  and  may  as  well  abandon  altogether  any 
efforts  for  the  improvement  of  the  fisheries. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  weather  has  been  very  variable  during  the  week 
some  days  as  tnild  as  spring,  others  cold  and  showery  anc 
the  wind  blowing  very  strong,  consequently  sport  has  been 
as  variable  as  the  weather.  Pike  have  been  fairly  well  on 
the  feed.  Several  moderate-sized  ones  have  been  taken  in 
the  Severn  and  Teme  with  the  spoon  bait,  but  better 
sport  was  had  in  the  Avon.  Most  of  the  anglers  had  two 
or  three  each,  and  Mr.  F.  Champken,  of  Pershore,  was  very 
fortunate,  both  with  regard  to  number  and  size — dead 
gorge  and  live-baits  both  killing.  Roach  fishing  in  this 
river  has  been  good.  The  bream  are  off  feed,  but  Mr.  J. 
Andrews  caught  a  beauty  of  4|lb.,  and  lOib.  of  roach. 
Some  good  baskets  of  roach  have  been  taken  in  the 
Severn  with  wheat  paste  and  maggot.  Mr.  Harris  had 
forty-six  fish  on  Thursday,  and  Mr.  R.  Turner,  81b,  ;  Mr. 
J.  Jones,  a  mixed  basket  (chub,  dace,  and  roach),  weighing 
141b. ;  Mr.  Martin  Pecks,  a  big  lot  of  fish,  p'incipally 
chub,  taken  in  the  Teme ;  and  Messrs.  R  Wingfield  and 
F.  Tomlinson,  a  fine  lot  of  roach,  tench,  and  eels,  ranging 
frem  lib.  to  31b.  in  weight.  Ply  fishing  in  the  Teme  good 
on  several  days,  when  the  weather  permitted,  and  some 
very  nice  grayling  and  extra  good  dace  were  tiken  with 
Mid  Blue,  Willow,  Silver  Twist,  Wickham,  and  Blue 
Gnat.  The  dace  have  also  gone  well  at  the  maggot. 
There  has  been  but  little  done  by  the  clubs.  The  Upton- 
on-Severn  Club  had  an  extra  competition  for  a  variety  of 
prizes  in  the  Severn  at  Hanley  Quay.  Sport  was  by  no 
means  britk,  and  not  many  fish  pissed  the  scales.  Mr.  F. 
James  won  first  prize,  A.  Coombe  second,  W.  Griffin 
third,  Sergt,  Windsor  fourth.  There  were  prizes  also  for 
Daddy  Ruffes,  which  were  taken  by  W.  Jinks,  W. 
Hughes,  and  W.  Walton.  The  annual  fishing  contest 
among  the  friends  of  Mr,  Bladden,  Duke  of  York, 
Pershore,  took  place  in  the  Avon,  close  to  the  town,  and 
upwards  of  fifty  competed.  The  prizes  were  something 
out  of  ordinary.  First  prize,  a  barrel  of  ale  and  lOs.,  was 
taken  by  Mr.  G.  Ludlow ;  second,  A.  Seymour,  pair'shoes 
and  153.  ;  third,  H.  Groves,  lib.  tea  and  143. ;  fourth, 
Mr.  Winwood,  piece  meat  and  123. ;  fifth,  W.  Marshall, 
peck  loaf  and  lOs. ;  sixth,  Summers,  rabbits  and  Sa.  Mr. 
Ludlow  also  took  special  prize  for  heaviest  fish.  Several 
bye-contests  come  off  next  week, 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
With  the  subsidence  of  the  General  Election  fever, 
anglers  are  resuming  their  wonted  activity.  There  being 
no  political  contest  in  York,  the  excitement  has  not  taken 
a  reinarkable  turn ;  _  still,  there  has  been  too  much 
straining  of  attention  in  the  direction  of  the  general  arena 
wherein  the  contests  have  been  fought  out  to  admit  of  a 
settling  down  to  fishing  in  the  quiet  mood  which  is 
characteristic  of  the  good  angler.  Those  who  have 
ventured  forth  have  experienced  only  moderate  sport, 
though  now  and  again  a  fine  fish  has  been  hooked.  Owing 
to  the  condition  ot  the  rivers,  some  being  in  flood  whilst 
others  were  running  at  about  their  normal  level,  the 
chances  of  success  were  variable.  The  Derwent  has 
:?ielded  better  sport  than  the  0 use,  and  York  anglers  have 
lately  done  fairly  well  with  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Several 
fine  grayling  have  baen  caught  in  d  ffdrent  parts.  There 
are  the  usual  C3mplaiats  about  autumn  leaves  interfering 
with  fishing,  whilst  on  the  river  Poss  the  weed  nuisance 
continues.  Remunerative  sport  has  rewarded  Whitby 
rodmen,  the  heavy  rains  last  week  having  considerably 
improved  the  condition  of  the  Esk.  Several  salmon 
weighbg  from  121b.  to  151b.  were  landed  recently.  Large 
numbers  of  fish  were  seen  going  over  the  dam  at  Ruswarp. 
Moderate  catches  of  mixed  fish  in  the  Wharfe  are 
reported  from  Otley,  the  river  being  more  in  form  for 


worm  and  maggot  than  for  fly,  judging  by  results. 
Grayling  are  in  pretty  fair  condition.  The  Izaak  Walton 
(York)  A.C.  had  their  annual  outing  on  Oct.  10,  when  the 
members  drove  to  Eist  Oottingwith  and  tried  their  luck 
in  the  Derwent.  Not  being  a  contest  there  was  little 
enthusiasm,  and  a  small  catch,  on  the  whole,  resulted. 
In  the  evening  the  anglers  sat  down  to  an  ample  repast  at 
the  Lord  St.  Vincent,  Sutton.  The  party  had  delightful 
weather. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
T.  W.  Falconer.— The  books  you  mention,  "  The 
Angler's  Guide,"  by  F.  T.  Salter,  and  "Trout  and 
Salmon  Fishing  in  Wales,"  by  G,  A.  Hansard,  are  not  at 
all  rare. 


IWe  do  not  hold  ourselvea  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


SPORT  ON  DEAL  PIER. 
SiE, — I  have  been  unable  till  to-day  to  take  notice  of 
Mr.  John  Kirby's  letter  in  your  last  issue  on  the  above 
subject. 

So  far  from  my  letter  being,  as  Mr.  Kirby  expresses  it, 
"  An  onslaught  on  the  tackle,  &o.,"  it  was  only  a  plain 
statement  of  what  I  saw,  without  comment  of  any  kind 
except  as  to  the  size  of  the  hooks  used. 

Mr.  Kirby  raises  a  question  which  had  not  occurred  to 
me,  viz. ,  that  from  a  humanitarian  point  of  view  the  coarse 
hooks  are  necessary,  to  enable  the  sane  angler  to  skuU-baul 
his  fish  without  fear  ot  a  smash,  from  which,  however,  I 
dissent.  But,  unfortunately,  his  suggestion  is  not  borne 
out ;  for  although  the  fish  were  no  doubt  hauled  in  with- 
out danger  of  the  failure  of  the  hooks,  in  no  case  that  I 
saw  were  they  mercifully  knocked  on  the  head,  but  were 
left  to  flap  their  lives  away  in  the  creels  or  buckets  to 
which  they  were  consigned.  Where,  then,  does  the 
merciful  killing  come  in  ?— Youra  faithfully,  W.  H,  T, 
Oct.  11,  1900. 

[Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

THE  STONE  LOACH. 
Dear  Sir, — Ignorance  is  not  necessarily  a  reproach  to 
any  man — far  from  it ;  but  still,  it  may,  in  some  oases, 
very  reasonably  cause  surprise,  and  I  am  sure  many  of 
your  readers,  as  well  as  Mr.  Gedney,  were  not  a  little 
surprised  to  read  "  Glenhest's "  recent  ingenuous  con- 
fession anent  the  stone  loach,  or  "collangh."  At  the 
same  time  I  must  confess  myself  that  when  I  first  left 
Ireland,  my  native  country,  I  was  absolutely  ignorant  of 
this  little  fish's  existence  ;  and  though  only  twenty-one  at 
the  time,  I  was  under  the  impression,  as  ia  the  way  of 
youth,  that  I  knew  a  thing  or  two,  at  least  about  fishing 
and  fish.  I  returned  to  the  country  some  ten  yeirs  later, 
and  very  soon  discovered  this  fish,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  it  ab  mnded  in  the  waters  I  fished  on  my  return.  It 
was  not  known  in  the  rivers  and  streams  of  my  early 
fishiog  days,  but  nearly  another  ten  years'  residence  in 
Ireland  was  to  elapse  before  I  learned  that  the  minnow  was 
to  be  found  in  Irish  waters.  Such  edifying  ignorance  may 
some  of  us  exhibit ! 

_  Now  a  word,  sir,  please,  about  the  spelling  and  pronuncia- 
tion of  the  trivial  name  of  this  fish  by  which  it  is  generally 
known  in  Ireland.  Phonetically,  and  going  no  further 
into  the  matter,  I  should  unhesitatingly  say  the  spelling  is 
"col-ya,"  or,  rather,  "  kol-ya  "  ;  nor  do  I  see  any  sound 
reason  for  spelling  the  word  otherwise  in  an  English 
journal.  The  word,  of  course,  is  Gaelic — Irish  Gaelic,  or 
Erse,  I  suppose  one  may  call  it,  if  one  will — and  means 
"  old  woman,''  a  name  doubtless  suggested  by  the  little 
creature's  ludicrous  resemblance,  when  viewed  in  front,  to 
the  face  of  a  withered,  toothless  old  woman,  with, 
nerveless,  drooping  mouth  angles  —  a  feature  ac- 
centuated by  the  fish's  two  small,  drooping  wattles. 
My  Gaelic  friends  here  (Scotland)  tell  me  the 
word  should  be  written  "  cailleich,"  and  this  I  would  take 
to  be  final  and  conclusive  if  we  were  speaking  of  the  loach 
in  Scottish  waters,  but  Irish  speaking  and  writing  people 
among  your  readers  may  perhaps  insist  on  a  different 
spelling  for  the  Irish  variety  of  the  fish.  Will  some  of  them 
kindly  respond  ?  Meantime,  as  I  see  the  word  here  before 
me  printed  "  cailleach  "  in  a  west  Highland  journal,  whose 
very  vernacular  is  classic  Gaelic,  I  see  no  alternative  at 
present  to  this  except  my  own  "kolya,"  which,  tested 
purely  phonetically — the  only  test,  by  the  way,  anyone 
except  a  Gaelic  echolar  is  at  liberty  to  apply — seems  to  me 
to  meet  the  case  quite  correctly.  The  coUough  (I  love  to 
spell  the  word  this  way,  but  who  knows  "at  sight"  how 
an  "  ongh  "  ought  to  be  pronounced  ?)  is  the  toughest  and 
most  lasting  natural  bait  I  ever  used,  and  never  seems  to 
make  itself  audible  to  the  nose,  no  matter  how  long  used. 
It  is  sometimes  very  deadly  among  the  salmon  on  the 
Shannon. 

By  the  way,  Mr.  Gedney  rather  alaima  me  by  what 
spems  to  be  doubts  of  the  existence  of  such  a  river  as  the 
Clare  (Gdlway),  for  I  have  a  standing  invitation  from  a 
man  I  met  at  Mack's,  in  Galway,  last  October,  to  fish 
"  his  portion  of  the  Clare  (Galway)  river."  I  hope  the 
river  flows  not  in  Utopia. 

"Glenhest"  also  tells  us  that  his  youthful  mentor 
meant  the  minnow  when  speaking  of  the  "  pinkeen,"  and 
this  I  think  strange,  for  wherever  I  have  been  in  Ireland 
I  found  the  stickleback  invariably  referred  to  as  a 
"  pinkeen,"  but,  of  course,  the  minnow  may  also  be 
known  in  places  by  the  name.  By  the  way,  did  not 
'Glenhest's"  gossoon  practise  that  method  of  catching 
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the  loaoli  with  which  the  immortal  author  of  "  Lorna 
Doone  "  has  made  his  many  readers  familiar  ?  Perhaps 
one  should  not  quarrel  with  the  description  of  the  ool- 
longh  as  a  "  lombre,  dusky  little  chap,"  hut  some  of  the 
larger  specimens,  anyway,  are  very  handsomely  mottled, 
and  to  some  eyes,  I  douht  not,  would  appear  quite  beautiful 
eTeu,  and  these,  too,  seem  to  make  the  best  baits.  Mona. 


STONE  LOACH  FISHING  IN  lEHLlND. 
Dear  Sib, — It  is  rather  amusing  to  see  Mr.  Gedney 
takin?  your  oirrespondent,  "  Glenhest,"  to  task  for 
spelling  the  Irish  name  for  loach  "coUooh,"  and  then 
oorreoting  him  by  giving  the  equally  incorrect  form 
"  Colloagh."  Anyone  acquainted  with  the  Irish  language 
knows  that  neither  of  the  foregoing  methods  would  give 
the  correct  pronunciation  of  the  word,  which  is  spilt 
"  caiUeaoh,"  as  a  reference  to  any  Irish  dictionary  will 
show. 

When  a  gentleman  goes  in  for  criticising  the  letter  of 
another  he  shoold  at  least  have  the  honesty  to  quote  it 
correctly  ;  but  Mr.  Gedney  quotes  "  Glenhest  "  as  saying 
that  he  "  got  a  run  of  something,"  which  turned  out  to  be 
a  "  respectable  "  Jib.  perch;  whereas  what  "Glenhest" 
really  did  say  was  that  his  "  comrade  bad  a  run  of  some- 
thing— it  turned  out  to  be  a  respectable  jack;"  while 
further  on  he  states  that  "we  landed  several  j»ok  and  a 
couple  of  decent  trout,"  a  yery  creditable  performance 
on  a  bright  July  day  in  low  water.  So  much  for  the 
reliance  to  be  placed  on  Mr.  Gedney's  statements. 

Another  of  your  oorrefpandents,  "  Mona,"  appears  to 
have  peculiar  ideas  with  regard  to  Irish  pike,  when  he 
expresses  doubts  as  to  their  feeding  during  the  winter 
months.  Pike  in  this  country  are  in  their  very  best  con- 
dition from  October  to  the  end  of  Januiry,  and  they 
could  hardly  maintain  this  if  thsy  were  total  abstainers. 
Naturally  pike  are  not  as  voracious  in  winter  as  they 
would  be  after  spawning  in  March  and  April,  but  to  siy 
that  they  do  not  feed  in  winter  is  absurd.  I  hardly  ever 
fish  for  pike  except  in  winter,  as  they  are  then  in  the  best 
condition,  and  give  best  sport  j  but  as  open,  breezy 
weather  is  most  favourable  for  winter  pike  fishing,  if 
"  Mona "  selects  hard  frost  for  his  experiments,  as  he 
proposed  to  do,  he  miy  possibly  find,  to  use  his  own  words, 
that  "  the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle."— Yours  truly, 

W.  A.  Baenks. 

Westland,  Eells,  Co.  Meath,  Ireland. 

IRISH  PIKE  WILL  PEED  IN  WINTER. 

Dear  Sib, — "  Mona's  "  doubts  as  to  taking  pike  in 
winter  probably  arise  from  the  fact  that  he  never  knew 
anyone  to  fish  for  them  in  winter  in  Ireland.  I  know 
only  that  they  will  take  baits  in  the  river  Robe,  where  I 
have  taken  them  in  two  or  three  winters  when  I  fished  for 
them.  I  have  not  known  anyone  else  to  fish  for  them  in 
Ireland  in  winter. 

In  February  the  pike  probably  have  left  the  salmon 
water  and  gone  to  the  shailoivs  to  spawn. — Yours  faith- 
fully, H.  T.  Knox. 

[It  would  be_a  very  extraordinary  thing  if  Irisli  pike 
would  not  feed  in  the  winter — or  spring  either. — Ed.  1 


NOBODY'S  FUNERAL  EXACTLY— BUT  . 

Dear  Sib, — Of  course  it  isn't  my  funeral,  but  all  the 
same,  isn't  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney  overdoing  it  ?  Hang  it  all, 
if  his  opponent  should  happen  to  fall  he  needn't  kick  him 
when  he's  down  !— Yours  truly,  Weentail. 

FISHING  IN  THE  DART. 
Sib,— I  observe  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  13  some  remarks 
on  fishing  the  Dart  below  Buckfastleigh  by  a  correspondent 
signing  himself  "  Devonian."  He  reports  the  fishin?  as 
having  been  bad,  although  the  river  was  teeming  with 
fish. 

Some  few  years  ago  I  constantly  fished  this  same  stretch 
of  the  Dart  with  exactly  the  same  result,  but  I  attributed 
the  cause  to  the  truly  abominable  state  of  the  river.  This 
lovely  reach  was  poisoned  by  some  works  at  Buckfastleigh. 
The  water,  when  it  ran  low,  was  turned  into  a  horrible 
blue  tint ;  the  bushes  alongside  the  Dart  were  full  of 
filthy  rags,  clinging  to  the  lower  branches,  which  came 
from  the  same  works  ;  and,  positively,  the  smell  from  the 
river  bed  was  horrible.  I  constantly  saw  sickly  fish.  I 
caught  several  in  miserable  condition  ;  we  refrained  from 
cooking  them.  The  only  wonder  to  me  was  that  every  fish 
in  the  river  was  not  killed  by  the  poisoned  water. 

I  am  describing  the  state  of  the  Dart  five  years  ago,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  conservators  of  this  river  have 
taken  steps  to  check  what  I  have  attempted  to  put  before 
your  readers  j  but  if  the  same  state  of  things  prevails  now 
as  it  did  in  the  time  I  allude  to,  it  is  more  than  sufficient 
to  account  for  neither  trout  nor  salmon  rising  to  fly,  or 
taking  any  sort  of  bait.  J.  H.  B. 

Junior  United  Service  Club. 


IS  A  SPRAT  A  YOUNG  HERRING? 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  feel  very  grateful  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  inform  me  whether  the  sprat  is  a 
species  of  its  own,  or  whether  it  is  a  young  herring  ?  Of 
the  many  I  have  asked  this  question  I  have  received  no 
decided  answer  — Yours  truly.  Ignorance. 

[The  sprat  (Olupea  sprattus)  is  a  distinct  species,  and 
can  never  become  a  herrmg. — Ed.] 

ACTON  PISCATORIALS. 
Sib, — In  answer  to  "  Fairplay's  "  remarks  r«  measure- 
ment of  fish  for  prizes,  when  the  same  was  placd  on  the 
tray,  and  rule  attached  to  the  same,  I  declared  the  fish 
not  up  to  our  standard  size.  He  mentions  he  had 
previously  measured  it  himself  at  his  home  (not  onr  olub- 
room).  He  was  not  satisfied  with  my  decision,  which  I 
gave  ia  fairness  to  all.   He  had  no  right  to  place  his  hand 


on  the  fish  with  v«ry  great  pressure.  I  must  say  it  then 
did  reach  the  length.  That  should  have  been  mentioned  ; 
it  might  then  have  put  a  different  oomplexian  on  the  case. 
My  reason  for  replying  is  that  Eomn  may  think  I  am  not 
capable  of  carrying  out  my  duty. — Yonrs  faithfully, 

W.  HowELi,  (Sec). 

THE  NEW  HOOK. 
Dear  Sir, — One  of  the  most  valuable  introductions  of 
recent  years,  as  far  as  coarse  fisbermen  are  concerned,  has 
unquestionably  been  the  "  perfect  model  hook,"  latelv 
placd  on  the  market  by  Messrs.  8.  AUoock  and  Co.,  of 
Redditoh  fame.  It  is  not  pretty  to  look  at,  but  for 
penetration  it  beats  any  hook  I  have  hitherto  used  quite 
hollow.  The  peculiarity  about  it  is  that  the  wire,  instead 
of  being  round,  is  flat.  The  shank,  which  is  comparatively 
short,  is  not  straight,  but  slightly  concave.  The  bend  of 
the  hook  is  round,  and  the  barb  and  point  are  snecked, 
standing  out  well,  and  giving  the  hook  an  odd  appearance 
when  held  in  the  hand.  The  barb  is  not  rank,  and  the 
point  is  exceedingly  sharp.  What  is  equally  important, 
the  latter  does  not  readily  blunt  by  use.  I  have  tried  the 
hook,  and  am  surprised  at  its  hooking  and  holding  quali- 
ties.   For  crust  it  is  simply  splendid. — Yours  truly, 

  H.  A.  R. 

WHOLE  STEEL  FLY  RODS. 

Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  for  any  information  I 
can  get  about  whole  steel  fly  rods  10ft.  to  12ft.  in  length, 
especially  from  anyone  who  has  used  them. 

Firstly. — As  to  how  they  are  made  (whether  of  hollow 
tubes  with  ferrnled  joints  or  otherwise),  their  weight,  and 
where  they  are  sold. 

Secondly. — As  to  their  liability  to  breakage,  their  stiff- 
ness, casting  power  and  durability. — Yours  truly, 

Shrewsbury.  Steel. 

[In  the  F  O.  of  March  24, 1900,  we  published  an  article 
on  steel  rods.  Messrs.  Carter,  of  St.  John-street-road, 
Clerkenwell,  London,  E.C.,piy  special  attention  to  this 
branch  of  rod-making,  and  supply  American  steel  rods  as 
well  as  rods  of  their  own  make. — Ed.] 


FINE  SPORT  AMONG  THE  PIKE  ON  LOUGH 
CONN. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  just  had  eleven  days'  pike  fishing 
in  Lough  Conn.    My  catch  was  as  follows : 

Sept.  21,  blank.  Sept.  22,  pike,  each  171b.,  14lb., 
121b,  (431b.).  Sept.  24.  pike,  each  7Ib  .  4Jlb.,  4ilb. 
(I61b  ).  Sept.  25,  pike,  each  91b  ,  8ilW.,  71b..  4ilb.,  51b. 
(341b).  Sept.  27,  pike,  each  301b.,  8§lb.,  6Jib  ,  5Jlb. 
(SOJlb.).  Sept.  28,  three  small  pike  (61b.).  Sept.  29, 
pike,  each  281b.,  191b.,  21b.,  21b.  (511b.).  Oct.  1,  pike, 
each  221b.,  151b.,  14Jlb.  (51ilb.).  Oct.  2,  pike,  each 
171b.,  71b.,  5ilb..  2Jlb.  (321b.).  Oct.  3,  pike,  each  101b., 
61b.,.  4Jlb.  _(20ilb.).  Oct.  4,  blank.  Total  304ilb.  ;  all 
caught  on  4in.  red  and  silver,  and  gold  and  silver  spoons. 

I  can  strongly  recommend  the  Moy  Hotnl  to  any  of  your 
numerous  readers.  Mrs.  Murtggh  is  the  kindest  and  most 
obliging  of  landladies,  and  Michael  Kane,  the  boatman, 
and  Pat  Brown,  his  assistant,  are  men  who  thoroughly 
know  the  lake,  and  how  to  keep  up  a  boat,  and  g»ff  a  fish 
in  the  roughest  of  weather. — Yours  truly,      E.  D.  G. 

[We  congratulate  our  correepondi nt — especially  on 
having  such  fine  sport  using  a  spinning  bait. — Ed.] 

EARLY  CLOSING  FOR  PISHING  TACKLE 
DEALERS. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  glad  that  through  the  publicity  given 
the  above  movement  in  the  Angling  Press,  such  strides 
have  been  made  towards  a  satisfactory  conclusion. 

On  reference  to  the  correspondence  of  former  years,  I 
find  that  Mejsrs.  Gillett,  of  Fetter-lane,  Mr.  Joseph 
Richardson,  of  Euston-road,  and  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co., 
of  St.  John-street-road,  have  spoken  clearly  in  favour  of 
this  movement.  It  now  only  remains  for  Messrs.  Peek  and 
Son  and  Messrs.  Martin,  who  are.  I  think,  the  only  other 
houses  open  a'ter  seven,  to  fall  in  with  this  to  give  the 
necessary  finish.  No  doubt  they  will  fall  in  with  the 
views  of  the  other  trade  houses,  and  thus  bring  about 
a  much-needed  reform. — Yours  tmly, 

A  Member  of  the  Trade. 

SPORT  ON  THE  DEE. 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  the  Knappach  fishing,  and,  with  a 
friend,  had  on  the  12th  one  fisb,  23ilb  13th,  Mr.  Robson, 
of  Hexham,  three  fish,  20Jb.,  18lb.,  and  181b.  15th,  I  had 
one,  151b. ;  Mr.  Robson,  one,  lUb.  16ch,  I  got  one,  201b. 
Most  fish  are  beautifully  clean,  with  tide  lice  on  them. — 
Yours  faithfully,  John  James  Hardy 

Douglas  Arms,  Banchory,  N.B.       (of  Alnwick). 
Oct.  16,  1900. 

FISH  MEASUREMENT  FOR  PRIZES. 
Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  "  Fairplay'a"  letter,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  secretary  was  wrong  upon  the  points 
named.  That  official  should  simply  have  recorded  the 
weights,  and  not  have  "  weighed-in."  Any  objection,  if 
there  were  any,  should  have  been  lodged  immediately, 
therefore  the  secretary  did  wrong  in  entertaining  it  at  the 
next  meeting.  It'  the  fish  was  of  the  standard  size  the 
prize  should  have  been  ai3 judged  by  weight  alone, 
inasmuch  as  some  specimens  are  very  "  stocky,"  while 
others  are  of  the  lean  kind.  Many  specimens,  from 
various  causes,  become  warped  in  a  day's  fishing,  and 
require  straightening  out  when  placed  upon  the  eoiles. 
This,  I  think,  a  competitor  has  an  undoubted  right  to  do, 
especially  if  the  size  of  his  exhibit  is  called  in  question, 
but  not  to  "  hang  on  "  for  stretching  purposes.  If  the 
sec  retary  were  appointed  referee  he  should  have  given  his 
decision,  recorded  it,  and  not  have  allowed  the  objection 
to  be  entertained  after  a  reasonable  time  had  elapsed— say 
of  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 


In  the  event  of  two  fish  being  nearly  of  the  same  length, 
it  would  be,  perhaps,  best  to  place  them  one  atrainst  the 
other  in  the  scale,  the  heavier  fish  to  register. — Faithfully 
yours,  _____  J.  JEFrEBT. 

SLAPTON  LEY. 

Dear  Sib,— Referring  to  your  article  on  Slapton  Ley 
and  Mr.  Hare's  letter  in  your  last  issue,  it  may  be  of 
interest  to  him  and  j  our  other  readers  tn  know  that  if 
staying  at  the  Torcross  Hotel  fishing  on  Torcross  Ley  is 
free,  and  also  fair  rough  shooting  over  a  fair  piece  of  land, 
I  believe  about  400  acres.  The  hotel  ia  comfortable,  and 
charges  moderate.  The  ley  is  much  smaller  than  Slapton, 
and  the  jack  do  not  run  large. 

When  Slapton  Ley  is  shot  over  it  appears  to  be  a 
recognised  custom  to  allow  anyone  (villager  or  otherwise) 
possessed  of  a  gun  to  stand  in  the  high  road  or  between 
the  ley  and  the  shore  to  shoot  the  birds  as  they  come  over. 
The  guns  that  turn  up  on  these  occasions  are  numerous, 
and  vary  from  a  flint-lock  to  the  latest.  It  is  a  most 
interesting  sight,  but  not  one  for  anyone  of  a  nervous 
disposition.  Torcross  Hotel  is  at  the  south  end  of  Slapton 
Ley,  and  is  served  by  the  same  coach, — Yours  truly, 

  A.  W.  D. 


AN  EXCITING  TWO  AND  A  QUARTER  HOURS' 
BIT  OF  SPORT  WITH  A  16-POUNDER  ON  A  ; 
TROUr  ROD  AT  BELLBEK,  CO.  FERMANAGH, 
IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— On  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  29,  as  the 
sands  of  the  fishing  time  were  fast  running  out  (this  being 
the  last  day  of  the  season  at  Belleek).  the  Rev,  Wm. 
Verner  and  his  gillie,  Stephen  Mooban,  were  almost 
despairing  of  having  any  more  sport,  when,  to  the  great 
delight  of  both,  the  line  tightened  and  the  joyful  words, 
which  have  cheered  the  drooping  spirits  of  many  a  lover 
of  the  gentle  art,  rang  out,  "  I  am  into  him."  This 
happened  at  5  15  p.m.,  and  for  fully  two  and  a  quarter 
hours  the  most  exciting  bit  of  sport  which  it  has  been  the 
lot  of  few  anglers  to  witness  followed.  The  fish,  on  being 
hooked,  took  a  race  upstream,  and  although  he  fought 
very  hard  it  was  quite  anticipated  that  the  usual  time 
would  suffice  to  biiog  him  to  the  gaff,  but  this  was 
not  to  be,  for  the  sporter — and  a  sporter  he  was  in 
real  earnest — headed  downstream  for  the  spot  where  he 
was  hooked,  and  finally  got  into  a  rapid  current, 
where  he  remained  sulking  for  a  considerable  time. 
Night  now  drew  on  apace,  and  darkness  set  in, 
which,  together  with  a  blinding  rain,  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  see  the  line  or  rod.  It  became  necessary, 
therefore,  to  obtain  a  lamp,  and  the  light  from  the  bull's- 
eye  was  the  only  means  of  seeing  the  line,  rod,  and  move' 
ments  of  the  fifch  for  fully  an  hour.  After  about  half  an 
hour's  sulking,  and  in  the  dark,  he  was  got  into  play 
again,  and  for  fully  another  hour  he  fought,  racing  and 
jumping  through  the  stream.  Unfortunately  the  reel 
came  tff  more  than  once,  and  had  to  be  groped  for  in 
the  water,  but  luckily  the  strain  was  kept  on,  and  the  hold 
of  the  fish  retained.  At  length  he  showed  signs  of  giving 
in,  and  after  a  very  exciting  and  anxious  time  he  was 
brought  to  the  steel,  when  hearty  oheers  were  given  by  a 
large  crowd  who  had  assembled  to  witness  the  sport,  and 
who,  for  a  couple  of  hours,  stood  by  unmindful  of  the 
pelting  rain  of  the  night. 

Thus  ended  the  last  day  of  the  fishing  at  Belleek,  and 
the  most  enjoyable  sport  which  it  has  been  the  writer's 
privilege  to  have  had  in  his  experience  of  salmon  fishing. 
Mr.  Wm.  Carson,  of  Rock  Perry,  Birkenhead,  witnessed 
the  hooking,  playing,  and  killing  of  the  fish  as  described 
above,  and  enjoyed  it  thoroughly. — Yours  &o., 

_____  COBBESPONDENT.  , 

CURIOUS  SHOOTING  EXPERIENCE. 

Deab  Sib, — Rather  a  funny  coincidence  buppened  to 
me  this  week  which  might,  perhaps,  be  of  interest  to 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazette.    I  was  out  shooting  on 
Monday,  and  my  dog  put  up  a  hen  pheasant  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  Severn,  which  runs  through  my  place.  The 
bird  fled  across ;  I  shot  and  missed  it,  killing  a  blackbird 
instead,  which  fall  in  the  water.    On  Tuesday  morning  I  ■ 
went  out  again  ;  shot  at  another  pheasant  in  a  small  gnily, 
and  killed  it.   You  can  imagine  my  surprise  when  I  found, 
as  well  as  the  pheasant,  I  had  killed  another  blackbird.  In 
neither  case  did  I  see  the  blackbird  before  firing.    I  shot  . 
the  second  bird  at  about  200jds.  distance  from  where  I  | 
killed  the  first.— Yours  truly,  G.  W.  Fox.  } 

[This  reminds  one  of  the  old  saw  of  aiming  at  a  blackbird  r 
and  shooting  a  crow,  only  it  was  more  the  other  way  1 
about.   Certainly  it  was  a  curious  experience. — Ed.]  | 

A  NOTE  OF  WARNING  TO  CLUB  ANGLERS  ON 
THE  CHESHIRE  DEB. 

Dear  Sib,— At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Bootle  Angling  Association  members  reported  that,  visiting 
the  river  Dee  last  week,  complaints  were  made  of  anglers, 
who  visit  the  various  parts  of  the  river,  leaving  papers, 
bottles,  &o.,  on  the  banks,  and  it  was  intimated  by  farmers 
and  keepers  that  the  free  fishing  of  the  _  river  in  the 
favourite  stretches  will  be  closed  to  anglers  if  this  untidy 
conduct  is  persisted  in,  which  will  be  deeply  regr'etted  by 
a  large  number  of  anglers  from  the  Liverpool  district, 
who  patronise  this  favourite  resort  for  sport.  Surely  if 
this  meets  the  eyes  of  those  who  are  responsible  for  this 
state  of  things  they  will  desist  ere  it  is  too  late. — Yours 
truly,  P.  Tafneb 

(Hon.  Sec.  Bootle  Angling  Association). 

[We  do  not  think  that  readers  of  the  F.  G.  are  likely  to 
bebave  in  the  way  some  Dee  anglers  are  said  to  behave. 
In  the  case  referred  to  by  Mr.  Tafner  it  looks  as  if  the 
warning  would  do  good,  so  we  gladly  insert  his  letter,  as  it 
may  lead  to  action  being  taken  by  respectable  anglers 
which  will  prevent  the  loss  of  valuable  angling  privileges. 
-Ed.] 
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Occasional  notes. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Messes.  D.  and  W.  H.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne, 
and  Messrs.  Bemrose  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  of  London 
and  Derby,  have  just  issued  a  ninth  edition  of 
"  The  Scientific  Angler,  being  a  general  and 
instructive  work  on  angling,  by  the  late  David 
Foster,  compiled  by  his  eons."  This  work  has  so 
often  been  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that 
there  is  really  little  to  be  said  beyond  chronicling 
this  additional  proof  of  its  continued  success,  for 
it  is  not  given  to  many  works  on  angling  to  go  on 
from  edition  to  edition  as  this  one  does.  I  do  not 
agree,  as  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  know, 
with  some  of  the  statements  found  in  its  pages  ; 
but  that  is  no  reason  why  I  should  not  wish  it 
may  go  on,  like  the  poet's  brook,  "  for  ever,"  for 
it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  original  and 
comprehensive  books  on  angling  ever  published. 


At  this  time  of  year  the  pisciculturists  send  out 
their  annual  circulars.  A  veiy  attractively  illus- 
trated one  has  come  to  hand  from  the  Solway 
Fishery  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Diimfries.   I  understand 


that  the  company  will  send  a  copy  gratis  to 
anyone  who  writes  to  them  for  it,  and  as  it  is  full 
of  most  useful  information,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
have  a  large  demand  for  it. 

It  is  not  confined  to  information  respecting  the 
culture  of  the  Salmonidao,  but  embraces  matters 
relating  to  coarse  fish  for  stocking,  crayfish,  fish 
food  of ,  all  kinds  (as  well  as  baits  for  anglers,  such 
as  ants'  eggs,  freshwater  shrimps,  dried  water 
insects,  &c.),  eel  catching,  fish  ponds,  hatching 
apparatus,  moUusca  and  water  plants  for  aquaria, 
ponds,  &c.,  nets,  &c.,  so  that  it  appeals  to  all  who 
are  interested  in  fish,  fishing,  and  fish  culture,  and 
is  well  and  profusely  illustrated. 

Fishing  at  Long  Range. 

Here  is  a  method  of  fishing  fine  and  far  off 
which  I  have  found  to  answer.  It  can  only  be 
used  in  a  river  with  a  fair  amount  of  stream  or 
tide,  or  in  a  current  of  some  kind.  Suppose  you 
are  in  a  punt  and  the  swim  you  want  to  fish  is 
one  which  must  be  fished  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance and  very  quietly.  Of  course,  with  Notting- 
ham tackle  and  slider  float,  yon  can  fish  such  a 
swim  fifty  yards  away  or  more  if  necessary,  but 
you  could  not  throw  a  ground-bait  ledger  half 
that  distance,  as  the  ball  of  ground -bait  would 
break  with  the  effort,  and  even  an  ordinary  ledger 
with  bullet  makes  too  much  splash  when  the 
water  is  low  and  clear. 

But  the  object  can  be  attained  in  a  very  simple 
way,  and  it  does  not  matter  whether  it  is  a 
ground-bait,  or  spinning  bait,  or  salmon,  or  trout, 
or  chub  fly  that  you  want  to  get  to  a  particular 
spot.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  fasten  the  bait  to  a 
raft  and  let  the  stream  carry  it  away,  you  guiding 
it  gently  as  you  pay  line  off  the  reel.  The  raft 
can  be  made  of  any  bit  of  waste  wood  or  a  bunch 
of  weeds  (floating  sf  a  weed  will  do  in  sea  fishing) ; 
the  bait  is  attached  to  the  raft  by  means  of  a  bit  of 
cotton  or  thread,  strong  enough  to  carry  the  bait 
and  line  out  for  twenty  or  fifty  or  a  hundred  yards 
or  more  without  breaking,  but  which  will  break 
when  you  give  the  line  a  jerk,  then  your  ground- 
bait  sinks  quickly  to  the  bottom,  and  your  spinning 
bait  or  fly  is  wound  in,  and  covers  water  perhaps 
impossible  to  reach  in  any  other  way.  This  plan 
requires,  as  I  said,  a  stream  to  carry  the  tiny  raft 
away  from  the  angler,  and,  of  course,  the  strength 
of  the  bit  of  thread  must  be  such  that  it  will  not 
break  until  you  break  it  with  a  gentle  jerk. 

The  punt  angler  will  say,  "  All  very  fine;  but  I 
do  not  want  to  have  to  take  a  collection  of  small 
chunks  of  wood  with  me."  Nor  is  it  necessary. 
One  bit  can  be  used  any  number  of  times  if  a 
second  line  is  attached  to  it;  you  have  to  use  a 
little  more  care  in  paying  out  two  lines — that  is  all. 
In  this  case  an  old  toy  boat  a  foot  long  or  so  with 
a  lead  keel  answers  admirably,  as  you  can  bore  a 
hole  in  the  lead  keel  to  fasten  the  thread  to  for 
the  fishing  line,  and  the  line  for  pulling  back  the 
boat  is  fastened  to  the  deck,  and  should  be  well 
greased  with  Russian  tallow  or  deer's  fat,  so  that 
it  floats,  and  does  not  foul  the  fishing  line.  To 
use  the  captive  raft  or  bait-carrier  to  best  advan- 
tage requires  two  persons — one  to  pay  out  the 
towing  line,  and  the  other  the  fishing  line ;  then 
if  they  work  the  lines  standing  some  feet  apart, 
there  is  no  fear  of  fouling. 

To  anticipate  the  criticism  that  the  use  of  a 
floating  raft  in  this  way  is  of  the  nature  of  fishing 
with  the  "  otter,"  I  would  point  out  that  in  one 
case  (with  the  otter)  the  baits  are  not  only  carried 
o\it,  hat  fished  (usually  it  is  along  row  of  flies); 
and  with  the  raft  the  bait  is  merely  carried,  and 
cannot  be  fished  until  separated  from  it. 

It  can  be  used  best  from  a  punt  or  boat 
anchored  in  a  stream  or  tideway,  or  from  a  jetty, 
pier,  or  bridge. 

The  germ  of  this  plan,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  owe  to  an  article  which  Mr.  Basil  Field,  I  think, 
contributed  nearly  twenty  years  ago  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  in  which  he  described  how  he  circumvented 
a  wary  Wandle  trout  which  rose  in  a  place  where 
it  was  impossible  to  cast  a  fly,  by  attaching  the  fly- 
hook  gingerly  to  a  leaf,  and  letting  the  lexi  float 
down  under  the  overhanging  tree  or  bush,  and  then 
releasing  it  by  a  gentle  twitch  and  working  it  back 
over  the  fish,  which  at  once  took  it — and  once  for 
aU.   


There  was  a  very  interesting  article  in  a 
recent  number  of  the  Bevue  des  Deux  Mondes  on 
animal  life  in  the  Antarctic  regions,  as  observed 
during  recent  expeditions,  from  which  it  appears 


that  the  sea  furnishes  the  main  support,  directly 
or  indirectly,  of  all  animal  life  there  found,  and 
that  the  immense  colonies  of  penguins,  for 
instance,  depend  entirely  on  the  preserce  in  the 
sea  of  exhaustless  stores  of  "  plankton  "  life,  i.e., 
the  minute  forms  of  life  which  hang  suapendfd  in 
myriads  in  the  water.  Every  angler  knows  ponds 
and  lakes  which  at  certain  times  of  the  year  lose 
their  transparency  and  assume  a  green  or  brown 
.or  red  appearance,  especially  after  a  long  spell  of 
hot  weather.  This  blooming  or  "  blossoming  "  of 
the  water,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  is  due  to  the 
coming  into  existence  and  extraordinary  develop- 
ment of  almost  invisible  animalcuhi'.  It  is  on  the 
nature  and  quantity  of  this  almost  invisible  essence 
of  life  in  a  water  that  the  higher  forms  of  life  in 
and  around  it  depend  ;  and,  as  I  described  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  time  back,  German  biologists 
are  experimenting  with  the  object  of  finding  out 
how  poor  waters  may  be  enriched  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  these  microscopic  forms  of  life  and  of  the 
food  they  in  turn  require.  In  the  United  States 
marine  and  freshwater  biological  institutes  are 
at  work;  we  have  one  or  two  marine  institutes 
in  this  country ;  in  North  Germany  there  are 
three  inland  establishments  on  standing  waters ; 
in  Southern  Germany  there  is  an  establish- 
ment for  the  study  of  the  diseases  of  fish  at 
Munich,  which,  under  the  care  of  Professor  B. 
Hofer,  has  already  done  such  good  work ;  and  now 
Dr.  Robert  Lauterhorn,  of  Heidelberg  University, 
is  agitating  for  the  establishment  of  a  floating 
biological  station  for  the  Upper  Rhine.  What 
the  doctor  suggests  is  a  sppcially-designed  boat 
about  75ft.  long  by  12ft.  or  15ft.  wide,  which,  with 
its  crew  of  scientific  investigators,  should,  as  it 
were,  patrol  the  Rhine  from  Basle  to  Bingen,  for 
the  purpose  of  studying  the  animal  and  plant  life 
of  the  great  river. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  doctor  will  succeed  in 
his  attempt,  and  I  recommend  all  interested  on 
the  subject — and  all  anglers  are,  however  little 
they  may  think  so — to  read  his  article  in  the  Oct.  15 
number  of  the  "  Allgemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung," 
published  at  Munich.  This  very  ably  edited 
journal  ought  to  be  found  in  all  colleges  and 
institutes  where  biological  questions  affecting  fish 
life  are  studied. 


LASTyearandthisyearthecoastj^  of  Brittany  have 
been  infested  by  the  cuttlefish  {Octopus  vulgaris), 
which  had  been  deserted  by  them  for  fifteen  years 
previously.  In  the  Department  of  Finistere  they 
are  so  abundant  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
turn  over  a  stone  on  the  beach  without  finding 
one  or  moie  of  the  pests.  In  some  places  they 
have  been  thrown  up  by  the  sea  after  a  storm  in 
such  quantities  that  their  dead  bodies  threatened 
to  be  a  danger  to  the  inhabitants,  and  hundreds 
of  cartloads  had  to  be  carted  away  and  sold  as 
manure. 

In  the  lobster  and  crab  fishing  districts  of  the 
coast  they  have  proved  so  destructive  of  these 
fish  that  the  fishermen  have  been  obliged  to  look 
to  other  means  of  making  their  living. 


Mr.  p.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  has  invented  an 
admirably  effective  fish  pass,  which  promises  to 
prove  of  enormous  value  on  obstructed  salmon 
rivers.  Something  of  the  kind  is  evidently  greatly 
needed  on  the  Rhine  at  Rheinfelden.  It  appears 
that  the  great  dam  which  has  been  erected  there  in 
connection  with  the  new  canal  works  entirely 
stops  the  ascent  of  the  salmon  and  other  migratory 
fish,  and  that  the  fishery  for  these  fish  between 
Rheinfeld  and  Schaffhausen  has  been  entirely 
ruined. 

I  have  had  some  illustrations  of  Mr.  Malloch's 
very  simple  fish  pass  made,  as,  if  the  accounts  of 
its  practical  success  are  correct,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  they  are,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
exaggerate  its  importance,  and  I  shall  make  a 
point  of  sending  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Lanfenburg  on  Rhine  a  copy  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  containing  particulars  of  Mr. 
Mallocn's  pass.   

It  is  announced  that  yet  another  edition  of 
"  The  Compleat  Angler"  is  in  preparation.  It  is 
to  be  called  "  The  Twentieth  Century  Edition," 
and,  seeing  that  it  is  being  edited  by  Mr.  G.  A.  B. 
Dewar,  every  admirer  of  Walton  will  look  for  it 
with  great  interest,  though  they  will  not  all  be  able 
to  buy  it  if  the  price  is  to  be  seven  guineas, 
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Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  knew 
him  will  regret  to  hear  that  fine  old  angler,  Mr. 
Thos.  ArkcoU,  died  Sept.  27  last.  I  only  heard  of 
my  old  friend's  death  last  week,  too  late  to 
mention  it  in  the  Gazette.  Next  week  I  hope  to 
give  his  portrait.  Mr.  Arkcoll  was  only  ill  for  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  which  took  place  at 
Cheltenham.  R.  B.  Mabston. 


MR.  SENIOR  ON  THE  PIKE,  AND 
"JOHN  BICKERDYKE"  ON  THE 
PERCH* 

[Second  Notice.] 

"  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  largest  fish  (pike)  are 
more  often  oanght  spinning  than  by  any  other  metkod. 
In  extensive  sheets  of  water  it  is  unquestionably  the  most 
deadly  method  of  pike  fiihing." 

This  extract  is  from  the  chapter  on  "  The  Spin- 
ning Bait  and  its  Tackle."  the  first  of  the  series  of 
excellent  chapters  by  "John  Bickerdyke  "  in  this 
book.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  not  a  few  pike 
anglers,  especially  those  who  fish  chiefly  in  English 
waters,  will  question  the  correctness  of  "  J.  B.'s  " 
views  as  expressed  in  the  paragraph  quoted. 
I  should  say  that,  certainly  as  far  as  pike  fishing 
in  England  is  concerned,  spinning  has  accounted 
for  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  large  pike 
which  have  been  captured,  and  that  in  extensive 
sheets  of  water  much  the  most  deadly  method  of 
fishing  is  with  the  live  bait. 

I  think  "  J ohn  Bickerdyke  "  must  have  had  Irish 
waters  in  mind  when  he  made  this  statement ;  and 
in  Ireland,  spinning  an  artificial  bait,  or  a  pre- 
served natural  one,  is  almost  the  only  method  of 
pike  fishing  available,  in  consequence  of  the 
almost  insuperable  difficulty  of  getting  live  baits. 
Small  trout  are,  I  regret  to  say,  occasionally  used, 
but  they  cannot  compare  with  a  lively  silvery 
dace  in  attractiveness. 

Although  I  much  prefer  spinning  for  pike  to 
any  other  method,  my  experience  is  that  in  our 
English  pike  waters  it  is  often  impossible  to  do 
much  spinning  on  account  of  the  beds  of  weeds, 
and  that  as  a  rule  the  big  fish  do  not  lie  out  in 
the  open  parts  of  the  water  where  you  can  spin, 
but  in  the  deep  places  where  there  are  openings 
between  weed  beds. 

But  the  question  is  an  interesting  one,  and  I 
hope  some  of  my  pike-fishing  readers  will  give  us 
their  experiences  of  spinning  as  compared  with 
live-bait  fishing.  It  is  not  a  question  which  need 
cause  any  heat  or  friction  in  its  discussion,  though 
it  is  extraordinary  what  an  innocent  subject 
broached  in  the  columns  of  the  F.  G.  may  not  lead 
to  in  the  way  of  "  angling  slang !  " 

I  hope  "  J.  B."  will  not  think  me  captious  if  I 
question  another  statement  of  his  in  this  chapter. 
On  p.  133  he  says :  "  For  the  waiting  game,  the 
float,  paternoster,  or  ledger  must  be  used;  but 
for  the  capture  of  feeding  fish  there  is  nothing 
like  a  spinning  bait,  particularly  if  there  is  a 
ripple  on  the  surface,  or  some  colour  in  the  water." 
Surely  searching  the  water  in  every  direction  with 
a  live  bait  on  a  paternoster  is  no  "  waiting  game," 
whether  you  cast  from  the  reel  or  from  a  line 
coiled  at  your  feet. 

The  question  whether  formalin  used  as  a  bait 
preservative  repels  fish  or  not  has  been  discussed 
in  angling  papers,  but,  like  "J.  B.,"  I  don't  think 
the  evidence  for  or  against  the  new  preservative 
is  sufficient  to  enable  one  to  form  a  very  definite 
opinion.  I  must  confess  that  I  have,  on  several 
occasions,  felt  inclined  to  blame  the  preservative 
for  want  of  sport,  especially  when  on  changing  to 
an  artificial  bait,  fish  which  only  "  moved  "  at  the 
natural  preserved  in  formalin,  seized  the  artificial 
boldly  enough. 

Some  few  years  ago  I  ordered  of  Mr.  Brown,  of 
Aberdeen,  some  Red  Phantoms  with  soft  rubber 
bodies.  I  had  intended  to  order  the  ordinary  red- 
brown  bait  with  black  back  and  silvery  body,  but 
Mr.  Brown  executed  my  order  to  the  letter,' and 
the  Phantoms  were  as  red,  well,  as  red  sealing-wax 
— in  fact,  all  red — and  they  answered  admirably.  I 
think  pike  anglers  who  spin  do  not  make  so  much 
use  of  the  Phantom  as  they  might  advantageously 
do,  especially  in  shallow  waters,  where  you  cannot 
aUow  the  bait  to  sink  much.   The  Wagtail  is 
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by    J  ohn  Bickerdyke  "  and  W.  H.  Pope,  and  Cooked  by 
Alex.  Innes  Shand.    I<(mdon ;  Longmans,  Green  and 
0.  limatrated. 


another  admirable  light  bait,  and,  of  course,  both 
it  and  the  Phantom  can  be  leaded  if  so  desired ; 
in  fact,  the  Wagtail  is  sold  with  a  supply  of  lead 
wire,  which  you  can  wind  on  to  a  brass  pin 
running  down  the  bait,  and  the  same  bait  can  be 
used  for  spinning  at  any  depth. 

In  his  chapter  on  "Modem  Methods  of 
Spinning,"  "  John  Bickerdyke  "  touches  on  many 
interesting  points  on  which  pike  anglers  are  by 


diameter  for  the  winding-in  part  of  the  bnsineas, 
for  the  reason  given  by  "  J.  B.,"  viz.,  that  it  winda 
in  more  quickly  and  with  less  labour.  But  I 
should  much  like  to  hear  what  Mr.  J.  E.  Emery, 
and  Mr.  David  Slater  consider  the  best  all-round 
diameter — if  I  may  so  put  it — for  a  Nottingham 
reel,  of  course,  from  the  casting  point  of  view.  I 
notice  that  "  J.  B."  says  "  an  hour  or  two's  patient 
practice  with  this  admirable  form  of  spinning 
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Lower  Portion  of  Pass. 
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no  means  all  of  one  mind.  I  wonder,  for  instance, 
what  is  the  best  size  of  Nottingham  reel  for  use  in 
casting  from  P  "J.  B."  says  it  should  be  "  not  less 
than  4in.,  Sin.  being  better."  Personally,  I  find 
can  cast  more  regularly  and  comfortably  with 
a  reel  of  rather  less  than  4in.  in  diameter,  as  the 
larger  the  diameter  the  more  tendency  there  is,  I 
think,  to  over-run,  though  I  prefer  the  larger 


gear  will  enable  the  would-be  pike  spinner  to  give 
a  very  good  account  of  himself."  I  do  not  think 
the  "  Malloch  Reel "  and  Hardy's  "  Silex  "  would 
ever  have  been  invented  if  the  art  of  casting  from 
the  "  Nottingham  "  was  quite  so  easy  of  attain- 
ment. I  know  many  an  angler  has  given  up  the 
attempt  in  despair,  or  only  become  moderately 
proficient  after  a  long  apprenticeship.  Some 
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anglers  pick  up  the  knack  of  it  quickly  enough, 
but  the  majority,  1  feel  sure,  do  not. 

"  J.  B.'s  "  hints  and  instructions  of  all  kinds  will 
be  found  most  valuable  by  the  young  pike  or 
perch  angler,  and  not  a  few  will  be  found 
exceedingly  useful  by  the  "  old  hand  " ;  then  he 
garnishes  his  dish  with  piquant  bits  of  personal 
recollections  of  sport  under  varying  conditions 
which  add  a  welcome  relish  to  the  whole. 


his  case,  in  other  words,  proving  "  why  the  pike 
is  considered  a  pest  in  strictly  preserved  waters," 
and  in  showing  how  best  to  get  rid  of  him.  He 
gives  some  very  interesting  notes  and  statistics 
based  on  experience  of  the  trout  waters  preserved 
by  the  "Wilton  Fly  Fishing  Club,  which  owes  so 
much  to  Mr.  H.  Collins,  the  hon.  sec,  and  the 
Dorchester  Fishing  Club. 
To  "  John  Bickerdyke's  "  chapters  on  the  Perch, 


NEW  FISH  PASS  FOR  DUPPLIN 
DYKE  ON  THE  RIVER  EARN— 
A  NOVEL  DEVICE. 
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Pass  at  Intake. 
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Opening  the  Pass  at  Intaks. 
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His  description  of  ledgering  for  pike  is  par- 
ticularly  good,  and  this,  as  he  points  out,  ia  not 
only  a  deadly  but  also  a  comparatively  little 
known  method. 

In  Chapter  XII.,  on  "Pike  in  Trout  Waters," 
Mr.  Senior  has  enlisted  the  able  pen  of  one  of 
our  beet  of  dry  fly  anglers,  Mr.  W.  H,  Pope, 
who  certainly  has  no  difficulty  in  making  out 


and  Mr.  Alexander  Innes  Shand's  on  the 
Cookery  of  the  Pike  and  Perch,  I  hope  to  refer 
on  another  occasion.  The  whole  get  up  of  the 
little  book  is  excellent,  and  all  anglers  who  buy 
it  will  thank  Messrs.  Longman  for  having 
added  yet  another  to  the  many  valuable 
angling  books  which  bear  their  imprint. 

E.  B.  Mabston. 


During  the  last  six  weeks  a  large  number  of 
workmen  have  been  busy  erecting  a  fish  pass  on 
Dupplin  Dyke  on  the  River  Earn,  a  tributary  of 
the  Tay,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  salmon 
to  ascend  to  the  higher  reaches  for  sport  and 
spawning.  Unless  in  the  time  of  a  very  high 
flood  no  fish  were  able  to  pass  over  this  dyke,  it 
being  nearly  400yds.  wide,  and  with  a  cruive 
space  rising  through  the  centre,  very  little  water 
passed  over  it.  The  dyke  being  almost  per- 
pendicular and  about  8ft.  high,  thousands  of  fish 
were  kept  back. 

In  1894  Sir  Robert  MoncreifEe,  Bart.,  with  a 
view  to  improving  the  river,  asked  several 
proprietors  to  join  with  him  to  endeavour  to 
lease  all  the  net  and  cruive  fishings  on  the  Earn, 
and  with  this  object  formed  themselves  into  a 
syndicate.  Dupplin  Dyke  being  the  greatest 
obstruction,  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull  was  approached 
on  the  subject,  and  after  negotiation  ultimately 
granted  them  a  ten  years'  lease  of  his  Dupplin 
rod,  net,  and  cruive  fishings,  with  the  right  to 
erect  a  fish  pass  and  shut  up  the  cruive.  The 
syndicate  has  also  rented  other  cruives  and  net 
fishings  higher  up  the  river,  which  they  do  not 
intend  to  fish. 

When  negotiations  were  first  opened  several 
experts  were  asked  to  meet  at  Dupplin  for  the 
purpose  of  devising  a  scheme  for  a  fish  pass. 
Various  ideas  were  considered,  but  latterly  a 
subsidiary  dyke,  proposed  by  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
of  Perth,  was  agreed  upon.  Plans  were  prepared 
by  Mr.  Ritchie,  C.E.,  and  estimates  taken. 

In  the  interval  Mr.  Malloch  was  asked  by  Mr. 
Arch.  Coats  (of  Battleby)  to  devise  a  fish  pass 
over  Luncarty  Dyke,  on  the  Shochie — a  stream 
flowing  into  the  Tay,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  about  five  miles  above  Perth.  This  dyke  is 
situated  on  the  Shochie,  about  50yds.  above  it« 
confluence  with  the  parent  river,  and  is  very 
much  higher  than  the  one  at  Dupplin,  and  fish 
were  never  known  to  get  over  it. 

Mr.  Malloch's  idea  is  an  entirely  new  one.  He 
has  looked  at  fish  passes  all  over  Scotland, 
England,  and  Ireland,  and  was  satisfied  with 
none  of  them.  The  pass  at  Luncarty  is  in 
the  shape  of  a  horseshoe,  12ft.  wide  at  the 
intake,  and  6ft.  at  the  outflow.  The  intake  is 
immediately  above  the  dyke,  and  the  outflow 
under  the  dyke.  The  gradient  is  1ft.  in  17ft. 
The  walls  and  bottom  are  formed  of  concrete. 
The  bottom  above  the  concrete  is  pitched  with 
rough  stones.  At  intervals  of  10ft.  boulders 
stand  above  the  pitching,  which  breaks  the  force 
of  the  current.  The  outer  circle  of  the  pass  is 
higher  than  the  inner,  thus  causing  the  water  to 
fall  to  the  inner  circle,  and  making  the  flow 
much  quieter.  The  intake  is  bell-shaped,  more 
at  one  side  than  the  other,  making  deep  water  at 
one  side,  and  giving  the  fish  plenty  of  water  to 
escape  at  the  mouth.  Instead  of  the  fish  having  to 
jump  up  each  step  of  the  fish  ladder,  as  in  other 
fish  passes,  they  have  a  clear  run  from  bottom  to 
top,  and,  if  need  be,  they  have  plenty  of  quiet 
water  for  a  rest.  The  water  runs  through  it  more 
like  a  highland  burn  than  a  fish  pass.  The  pass 
has  turned  out  a  perfect  success,  and  hundreds  of 
fish  are  passing  through  it. 

Higher  up  the  same  sti-eam  Mr.  Malloch  is 
erecting  another  pass  on  almost  the  same 
principle,  to  take  the  fish  over  a  wall  20ft. 
high. 

Seeing  the  pass  at  Luncarty  Dyke,  on  the 
Shochie,  was  ouch  a  success,  the  Earn  proprietors 
at  once  adopted  the  same  idea  for  enabling  the 
fish  to  pass  over  Dupplin  Dyke  instead  of  the 
subsidiary  dyke,  as  was  first  proposed,  thereby 
causing  less  expense,  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  not 
interfering  with  the  present  dyke. 

The  Dupplin  Pass  is  on  the  same  principle  as 
the  Luncarty  Fish  Pass,  but  on  a  larger  scale, 
being  18ft.  wide  at  the  intake  and  dft.  at  the  out< 
flow;  the  gradient  is  1ft.  in  20ft.;  the  outflow 
runs  into  the  river  immediately  under  the  dyke, 
and  almost  parallel  with  the  bottom.  All  the  fish 
come  to  this  part.  The  pass  at  the  intake  is  6in. 
lower  than  the  dyke.  Before  any  water  runs  over 
the  dyke  there  is  a  depth  of  12in.  running  down 
the  pass ;  this  wiU  enable  fish  to  run  through 
when  the  river  is  even  at  its  lowest,  and  in  a  flood 
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the  pass  will  only  allow  a  certain  volume  of  water 
to  flow  tbrough  it. 

During  operations,  when  the  pass  was  almost 
finished,  the  Earn  came  down  in  a  flood  and  filled 
the  pass.  luimediately  large  numbers  of  fish 
went  np. 

As  the  workmen  were  closing  up  the  inlet 
several  fish  ran  past  them  ;  one  fine  fellow  about 
301b.  was  too  late,  and  was  l-?ft  high  and  dry,  and 
had  to  bj  taken  down  to  the  river,  mach  against 
the  work  mens'  will. 

The  plans  for  this  new  pass  were  prepared  by 
Mr.  Bell,  C.E.,  Perth,  successor  to  Mr.  J.  Ritchie, 
C.E.  The  contractor,  Mr.  Young,  Bankfoot,  has 
carried  out  the  work  most  expeditiously,  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  The  pass  was 
opened  on  Saturday,  Oct.  6,  and  fish  will  now 
have  a  clear  run  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Earn 
and  all  its  tributaries,  thereby  adding  greatly  to 
the  value  of  the  fishing  in  that  river.  As  soon 
as  the  pass  was  opened  numbers  of  fish  were 
observed  running  up. 

None  of  the  fish,  as  expected,  remained  in  the 
pass,  bub  ran  right  through  without  resting. 
While  on  a  visit  to  the  pass  the  Earl  of  KinnouU 
was  standing  at  the  outlet,  and  observed  a  large 
salmon  to  enter  the  pass  and  run  up.  His  Lord- 
ship, on  seeing  it,  tried  to  follow  it  up  by  running 
as  hard  as  he  could ;  but  the  salmon  easily 
outstripped  him,  and  entered  the  river  above 
before  he  reached  the  top. 

I  may  add  that  the  expense  of  this  undertaking 
is  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Tay  District  Fishery 
Board. 

It  would  be  well  for  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland 
generally  if  schemes  of  this  description  were 
carried  out  in  other  rivers.  A.  A. 


WHICH  IS  WHY  I  REMARK. 


Of  all  sports  trout  fishing  with  the  May  Fly  is 
the  most  demoralising.  This  is  a  bold  statement, 
and  requires  some  justification.  But  that  justifica- 
tion is  forthcoming.  To  our  "  wise  saw  "  we 
append  a  modern  instance.  "We  sallied  forth  one 
May  morning,  the  writer  and  his  brother,  two 
innocent,  well-conducted  anglers,  with,  if  any- 
thing, a  tendency  too  pronounced  towards  dry-fly 
precision,  and  an  abhorrence  of  the  Alick  and 
the  loathly  worm  as  of  things  unspeakable.  Yet 
one  short  week  reduced  us  by  rapid,  if  insensible, 
degrees  almost  to  the  level  of  the  poacher  who 
resorts  without  compunction  to  net  and  even  to 
lime  and  dynamite.  That  at  the  last  moment  an 
incident  at  rived  to  preserve  to  us  our  self  respect 
was  due  more  to  good  fortune  than  to  any  merit 
of  our  own.  For  the  future  we  shall  bear  our- 
selves humbly  in  the  presence  of  those  who  net 
and  snatch,  who  use  cocki-oaches  and  wire-woi-ms 
for  trout,  knowing  that  we  are  made  of  the  same 
clay  as  they  are. 

It  happened  in  this  wise.  Warned  of  the  rise 
of  fly,  we  reached  our  river,  the  Lower  Kennett, 
on  the  night  of  May  24.  We  had  been  looking 
forward  to  this  holiday  for  weeks,  and  had  dressed 
flies  innumerable  for  it.  The  following  morning 
we  hied,  about  10  30,  to  a  neighbouring  mill,  and, 
having  obtained  leave  of  the  miller,  put  up  our 
rods  and  waited  for  the  rise.  The  day  was  a 
perfect  fishing  day.  There  were  Alders  galore, 
Black  Silver  Horns,  Large  Medium  Olives,  Little 
Pale  Blues,  Little  Yellow  May  Duns  and  their 
ginger  spinners,  Yellow  Sallies,  Mealy  Sedges, 
Iron-blue  Duns,  Jenny  Spinners,  Brown  Duns 
and  their  violet  spinners.  About  eleven  a  few 
May  Flies  began  to  hatch  out.  They  were 
exceedingly  green  in  the  wing,  and  of  an'  inky 
shade  ot  body,  and  if  we  had  not  been  too  excited 
to  think  we  should  have  seen  that  they  were  not 
May  Flies  at  all  but  the  sub-imago  of  the  Dark 
Mackerel.  Stray  rises  began  to  dimple  the  water, 
but,  alas!  they  were  but  small  chub.  Chub  too 
small  to  absorb  the  artificial  May  Fly.  We  tried 
small  fly,  and  proved  how  small  they  were,  and  at 
12.30  we  gave  it  up  in  disgustand  returned  to  lunch. 
At  three  o'clock  we  went  out  again  ( for  on  this 
length  of  the  Kennett  the  afternoon  is  the  time 
when  the  trout  really  come  on),  and  we  started 
downstream  for  the  main  length,  where  we  had 
leave.  We  noted  cheerfully  on  our  way  down  the 
canal  that  there  were  specimens  of  May  Fly  of 
unuoual  size  on  the  water,  enough  in  numbers  to 
make  us  hopeful  that  the  fly  would  soon  be  upon 
llie  main  river  in  sufficient  quantity  to  bring  the 


trout  on.  "We  were  at  the  bottom  of  our  beat  by 
3.30,  and  we  stalked  carefully  up  it  watching  for 
rises.  Soon  they  came  ;  tiny  dimples  caused  by 
dace  or  Sin.  chub. 

Usually  the  trout  begin  to  take  the  May  Fly  in 
earnest  between  four  and  five  o'clock  on  this 
water,  and  continue  feeding  till  six,  coming  on 
again  for  twenty  good  minutes  or  so  at  the  Spent 
Gnat. 

There  were,  seemingly,  plenty  of  males 
imagines  of  large  size,  dancing  in  the  shelter  of 
the  hawthorn  bushes  (the  hawthorn  bloom  was 
well  out),  yet  four  o'clock  struck,  and  five,  and 
six,  and  there  was  no  improvement  in  the  situa- 
tion. None,  even,  of  the  big  chub  showed,  and 
they  usually  precede  the  trout  by  one  day  or  two  in 
the  discovery  of  the  virtues  of  the  Green  Drake. 

By  7.30  we  had  had  enough  of  it,  and  we  came 
in  to  dinner  "  clean,"  but  hopeful  of  better  luck 
next  day. 

Next  day  the  big  green  flies  were  thicker  than 
ever;  so  were  the  dace  and  the  Sin.  chub.  But 
again  hour  after  hour  passed  and  no  i-ise  was  seen 
to  which  one  could  cast  with  any  sense  of  self- 
respect.  Nevertheless,  cast  we  did,  with  wet  fly 
and  dry,  with  Green  Drake,  Alder,  and  Welsh 
man's  Button.    All  in  vain. 

Thursday  went  by,  and  there  was  no  cbange, 
Our  cleanliness  was  remarkable;  every  day  we 
came  home  clean.  Friday  was  like  unto  Thurs- 
day, but  Saturday  was  marked  with  two  events. 
One  was  the  appearance  of  a  White-bodied 
Drake,  much  clearer  and  less  green  in  the  wings 
than  the  other  similar  insects,  which  still  came 
down  in  droves,  neglected  of  all  the  fish  but  the 
smallest,  and  much  lighter  in  the  body.  "We  saw 
one  specimen,  so  did  a  swallow,  and  snapped  it  up 
in  mid  air  as  it  rose  from  the  water.  "We  saw  and 
secured  one  other ;  that  was  all.  The  other  event 
was  the  observation  by  both  of  iis  of  an  unmis- 
takeable  rise  of  a  fish  that  seemed  to  mean 
business,  and  to  be  of  business  proportions.  But 
he  would  have  no  truck  with  any  patterns  we 
offered  him,  and  again  we  went  in  clean. 

We  were  in  despair.  We  recognised  the  signs 
that  at  last  the  genuine  rise  was  coming.  But 
the  morrow  was  Sunday — Sunday  is  an  off  day — 
and  Monday  was  the  miserable  end  of  our  stay 

All  Sunday  afternoon  we  moved  along  the 
river  banks,  grudging  the  time  from  fishing,  and 
watching  every  sign  on  the  river  surface.  In  the 
place  where  we  had  seen  the  sizeable  rise  on  the 
preceding  day  there  was  another,  and  we  marked 
the  spot— an  open  patch  of  water  of  a  few  square 
feet  in  a  dense  weed  bed.  That  and  a  sullen 
plunge  in  a  quite  inaccessible  spot,  which  might 
have  been  due  to  a  pike — that  was  all.  But 
the  flies  P  Well,  they  were  coming  on  nicely — 
just  nicely  enough  to  defer  tbe  beginning  of  the 
fishing  in  earnest  till  Tuesday,  or,  maybe,  Wed 
nesday.  And  we  cursed  the  hours  we  had  spent 
in  dressing  May  Flies  by  the  dozen  in  anticipation 
of  this  very  week.  We  shook  long  trails  of  weed 
with  our  sticks  and  saw  the  liberated  nymphse 
drift  whirling  down  the  eddies,  then  split  sud- 
denly down  the  back.  No,  that  was  too  sudden  a 
process  to  be  seen,  but,  ere  we  were  aware  of  it, 
ar^  exquisite  fairy-winged  being  would  be  standing 
on  a  discarded  shuck,  where  a  fraction  of  a 
moment  before  a  wi-iggling  monster  had  been. 

On  Monday  we  were  fit  for  treasons,  stratagems, 
and  spoils.  Hope  of  legitimate  success  was  dead 
There  would  be  a  good  season,  but  too  late. 
There  was  one  chance,  and  only  one — the  open 
patch  where  the  fish  had  risen  Saturday  and 
Sunday. 

We  kept  religiously  away  from  the  water  till 
four  o'clock,  determined  not  to  spoil  that  one 
chance  by  trying  too  early.  When  we  began  the 
small  chub  were  busy  as  ever,  but  never  a  sign  of 
a  big  one.  No  trace  of  a  trout.  We  arrived  at 
the  spot,  and  tossed  for  the  chance.  I  lost,  and 
my  brother  took  it.  Four  times  and  five  he 
covered  the  water  faultlessly  with  his  fly.  Then 
he  bungled,  and  cast  and  fly  fell  upon  the  water 
with  a  splash.  Next  moment  there  was  a  slashing 
rise,  and  my  brother  was  steering  downstream, 
and  eventually  to  the  landing-net,  a  21b.  roach. 
Words  failed.  There  were  not  enough  of  them, 
nor  were  they  adequate  to  the  occasion.  They 
were  like  Tammy's  parritch.  They  were  salt, 
they  were  sour,  they  were  burnt,  they  were  raight 
nasty,  and  there  was  not  enough  of  them. 

As  we  gathered  up  our  tackle  sadly  after  this 
failure  to  express  our  feelings,  I  was  moved  to 


drop  my  fly  into  a  little  corner  in  the  near  bank, 
into  which  trickled  a  tiny  stream  between  a  weed 
patch  and  a  half-drowned  willow,  saying  as  I  did 
so :  "  What  a  perfect  place  that  would  be  for  a 

big  fish,  if  only  they  were  on.    Well  I'm  what 

I  deserve  to  be ! "  This  last  exclamation  had 
reference  to  the  sudden  disappearance  of  the 
floater  and  the  hoop  my  rod  made  as  the  instinctive 
response  tightened  the  hook  into  something. 
"  Chub,  I  expect,"  said  I,  and  hustled  him 
roughly  downstream,  careless  whether  I  lost  or 
killed  him.  But  a  trout  it  was,  and  he  scaled 
3lb.  lOoz.  when  we  got  back  to  our  inn  that 
evening. 

Our  reasons  were  saved  for  the  nonce.  But 
that  was  all  we  did;  and  so  ended  the  most 
disastrous  fishing  week  in  the  dourest  river  it  was 
ever  my  fortune  to  fish. 

On  the  following  Saturday  week  I  came  down 
expecting  to  find  it  all  over,  and  I  creeled  the  best 
basket  I  ever  had  in  my  life. 

But  that  week  of  horror,  misery,  and  rage, 
I  Bhall  carry  to  the  oaticombs  of  age, 
Photograpbically  lioed 
In  the  tablets  ol:  my  mind, 
When  a  yesterday  has  faded  from  its  page. 

Stroke. 


THE  TACKSMAN'S  TRIBUTE. 


In  no  season  in  the  history  of  the  Scotch  salmon 
fisheries  have  so  many  cases  cropped  up  in  the 
criminal  courts  of  tacksmen  being  charged  with 
infringement  of  the  law  as  regards  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  (Scotland)  Act  by  failing  to  remove  the 
netting  of  the  leaders  of  their  bag  nets  after  the 
weekly  slap  has  commenced,  or  in  putting  them 
down  before  the  legal  time  has  justly  expired,  as 
has  been  the  case  during  this,  the  closing  year  of 
the  nineteenth  century.  This  may  be  on  account 
of  the  increased  vigilance  of  the  local  officers 
charged  with  seeing  the  law's  behests  obeyed ;  it 
may  be  on  account  of  the  erratic  nature  of  the 
semi-storms  which  have  been  prevalent  on  the 
coasts ;  or  it  may  be  pressure  arising  from  an 
enhanced  desire  to  make  the  most  on  every 
available  opportunity  of  an  otherwise  very  poor 
season. 

The  tacksman,  at  the  best,  exacts  a  very  heavy' 
tribute — he  has  his  pound  of  flesh  in  full.  Let 
anyone  sail  along  the  inshore  coast  on  a  summer's 
day  and  count  the  endless  rows  of  stake  and  bag 
nets  which  encircle  our  island;  let  them  drive 
along  some  parts  of  the  seaboard,   say  from 
Montrose  to  Peterhead,  some  sixty  miles  as  the 
crow  flies,  past  the  mouths  of  the  South  and 
North  Esks,  the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  to  the  Ugie, 
and  see  the  countless  stations,  each  with  its  end- 
less string  of  traps  covering  every  sandy  bay, 
jutting  out  from  every  rocky  promontory,  and 
laid  carefully  down  in  every  creek  and  corner 
where  salmon  do  pass  to  and  fro,  and  the  wonder 
is  that  a  single  fish  escapes  to  propagate  its 
progeny.   Nor  is  this  all.   The  tacksman  sweeps 
the  estuary  with  his  drag  net  night  and  day, 
while  his  hang  net,  his  "  fly  "  and  "  horse  "  nets 
are  in  evidence  continually  from  the  first  peep  of 
day  on  the  opening  morning  till  the  last  hour  of 
daylight  at  the  close  of  the  season.  He  brings  all 
the  accumulated  experience  of  ages  of  netting 
salmon  to  bear  upon  his  daily  work,  and  he  calls 
in  the  latest  discoveries  in  science  to  help  him  to  j 
exact  the  last  ounce  of  his  tribute.   He  must 
make  his  station  pay,  and  he  does  it.    It  is  his 
business.    It  is  the  business  of  the  hands  he  ' 
employs,  and,  as  a  rule,  their  bread  depends  on 
the  number  of  fish  they  can  box  up  by  hook  or 
crook  from  one  week's  end  to  the  other.   "  Make 
money,  Johnny ;  honestly,  if  you  can ;  but  make 
money,"  was  the  old  Scotchman's  advice  to  his 
son,  when  blessing  him  and  sending  him  forth 
into  the  world  to  seek  his  fortune,  and  after  the 
same  fashion  the  tacksman  practically  addresses 
his  men:  "Get,  salmon,  boys;  honestly,  if  you 
can;   but  get  salmon."     And  under  such  an 
impulse  they  toil  from  morn  to  dewy  eve,  from 
season's  to  season's  close,  to  make  the  annual 
tribute,  and,  if  possible,  beat  all  former  records. 

In  the  prolific  salmon  district  we  have  ali-eady 
named  from  Montrose  to  Peterhead,  from  the 
South  Esk  to  the  Ugie,  most  of  the  cases  that 
have  cropped  up  in  court  have  come.  There  were 
two  from  Boddom  against  the  Brothers  Stephen 
in  May,  two  against  the  lessees  of  the  Ugie 
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fishings,  one  from  the  Tthan  district,  and  now 
the  latest  that  has  been  disposed  of  hails  from 
Bervie.  Last  week  in  the  Stonehaven  Sheriff 
Court,  the  county  town  of  Kincardineshire,  the 
■Gibb  Brothers,  Alfred  and  Edwin,  the  senior 
partners  oi  the  Johnsbaven  salmon  fishing 
stations,  were  up  before  his  lordship  charged  with 
two  cases  of  breach  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act 
by  failing  to  remove  the  leaders  of  two  bag  nets 
during  the  Sunday's  slap  between  Aug.  11  and  13, 
and  again  at  another  of  their  stations  just  a  week 
later  in  failing  to  remove  other  four  bag  nets 
between  Aug.  18  and  20 ;  four  charges  in  all. 
After  evidence  his  lordship  found  the  two  first 
charges  proved,  and  they  admitted  the  second 
charges,  so  that  they  found  themselves  liable  at 
the  end  of  the  day  for  the  whole  six,  and  were 
mulcted  in^  the  aggregate  £37  4s.  6d.,  including 
expenses.  In  giving  judgment  the  sheriff  said  : 
"  Every  element  he  had  noticed  in  the  case  went 
to  prove  that  it  was  a  deliberate  attempt  to 
infringe  the  law."  The  Gibbs  pleaded  the 
common  excuse  in  the  first  instance  that  the 
weather  was  against  them,  but  two  of  Her 
Majesty's  coast  guardsmen  controverted  this,  and, 
moreover,  what  actually  came  out  in  evidence 
during  the  exhaustive  proof  was  the  fact  that 
some  of  the  nets  were  lifted,  and  the  others 
arranged  so  as  to  be  in  fishing  order,  and  weighted 
so  as  not  to  attract  attention.  In  the  second 
charge  against  the  Gibbs,  which  they  admitted, 
they  pleaded  that  it  was  owing  to  the  negligence 
(and  disobedience)  of  the  fishermen  in  charge  that 
the  leaders  of  four  nets  at  Crawton  Bay  station 
were  not  up  during  the  Sunday's  slap  between 
Aug.  18  and  20.  The  old  excuse,  but  it  would 
not  wash.  They  were  let  down,  however,  witb 
the  light  fine  of  £2  on  each  of  the  nets — a  mere 
nothing  in  comparison  to  the  fault  admitted. 

Now  anyone  who  has  the  least  knowledge  of 
salmon  fishing  in  the  sea  knows  that  it  is  the 
simplest  thing  in  the  world  to  "remove  the 
leader  "  of  a  bag  net.  No  one  wishes  men  to  risk 
life  or  limb  in  the  lawful  pursuit  of  theii-  calling; 
but  all  that  has  to  be  done,  so  as  to  render  the 
net  useless,  or  legally  so  for  the  time  being,  is 
simply  to  untie  a  rope  or  undo  a  pin,  when  the 
leading  net  falls  to  the  bottom,  and  so  provides  a 
space  for  the  fish  to  pass  through  should  they  be 
lucky  enough  to  find  it.  They  do  not  always  all 
do  so,  else  there  would  not  be  the  heavy  hauls  of 
salmon  and  grilse  on  the  market  slabs  on  the  early 
days  of  the  week  that  there  are.  Even  in  a  very 
"  jabbly  "  day,  with  a  good  pitch  on  the  waves,  or 
a  bit  of  sea  on,  the  leaders  can  be  easily  adjusted, 
and,  failing  this  being  accomplished  by  the  hand, 
there  is  nothing  to  hinder  a  simple  automatic 
apparatus  being  fitted  up,  whereby  the  whole 
thing  might  be  worked  from  the  shore.  Electricity, 
the  handmaid  of  science,  is  not  now  so  barren  but 
it  could  be  made  to  do  the  trick  in  this,  as  in 
weightier  matters,  by  simply  pressing  a  button  in 
the  foreman's  room.  But  apart  from  all  this,  there 
is  no  heavy  lifting  of  nets  required  in  connection 
with  the  adjustment  of  the  leader,  and  nothing  to 
prevent  them  being  brought  into  conformity  with 
the  requirements  of  the  law  if  the  sea  is  anything 
at  aU  quiet.  Nothing  but  a  raging  storm  need 
keep  men  on  shore,  and  only  a  minute  or  so  is 
necessary  to  undo  the  pin  of  the  sliding  rope  when 
once  the  net  is  reached.  It  is  a  diificult  thing  to 
get  expert  proof  at  all  times  as  to  the  state  of  the 
sea  at  any  exact  spot,  and  hence  many  cases  are 
dropped  that  would  otherwise  come  into  court. 
Were  the  prosecution  undertaken  by  a  Govern- 
ment  official,  and  the  expenses  of  the  case 
not  to  form  an  element  in  its  consideration, 
much  more  would  be  heard  of  the  weekly 
infringement  of  the  Sunday's  slap  than  there  is  at 
present.  This  point  has  been  repeatedly  brought 
before  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Commission  presently 
sitting  in  Edinburgh,  and,  as  a  detail,  will  no 
dpubt  receive  their  consideration  when  they  come 
to  commit  their  recommendations  to  Parliament. 

That  so  many  cases  have  come  into  court  from 
the  north-east  comer  of  the  country,  and  from  the 
Ugie  on  the  one  hand  and  the  Bervie  districts  on 
the  other,  reflects  favourably  on  the  respective 
officers  charged  with  the  watching  of  these 
districts.  Crawton  Bay  is  by  no  means  a  public 
place,  and  anything  and  everything  might  be 
attempted  round  by  the  rocks  at  Katerline,  a  mile 
or  so  south  of  Dunnottar,  and  no  one  be  a  bit  the 
wiser;  and  the  same  with  the  Ugie  mouth. 
But  this,  although  showing  vigilance  in  these 


parts  by  officers  far  apart,  is  not  the  cause  of  so 
many  cases  coming  into  court.  The  root  of  the 
matter  lies  in  the  grasping  greed  of  petty  tacks- 
men trying  to  make  the  most  of  it,  and  by  the 
system  of  paying  the  men  who  work  these  nets  by 
results.  They  (the  tacksmen)  give  long  rentals. 
They  bid  in  open  market  upon  each  other,  and 
then  they  dare  and  do  everything  to  make  the 
concern  pay.  One  witness  last  week,  in  Edin- 
burgh, stated  the  plain  truth  when  he  said  tacks- 
men  hid  their  catches.  They  did  not  reveal  all 
the  fish  taken,  as  then  their  rents  woBld  be  raised. 
They,  in  fact,  did  not  let  the  world  know  the  full 
tribute  they  exacted  from  the  weekly  infringe- 
ment of  the  Sunday's  slap  which  regularly  goes 
on,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  the  contrary.  It  is 
within  the  writer's  knowledge  that  he  once 
was  in  company  with  a  trawl  owner  and 
his  skipper,  and  although  not  eavesdropping, 
but  sitting  in  the  snug  little  cabin  of  the 
"steamer,"  he  openly  heard  the  owner  state  to 
his  hired  skipper  that  if  he  were  caught  within 
the  three-mile  limit  his  fine  would  be  paid; 
and  when  challenged  for  such  deliberate  tempta- 
tion to  the  man  to  break  the  law  he  was  told  they 
all  do  it,  and  that  if  they  did  not  do  so  there 
would  be  little  of  a  dividend  to  divide.  More- 
over, he  went  to  the  trouble  to  prove  by  figures 
and  returns  that  it  paid  in  the  long  run  to  run 
the  risk  and  pay  the  fine,  although  in  the  end  it 
was  £100  down  each  time  the  skipper  was  caught. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  £10,  £20,  or  £30  imposed 
on  a  lessee  is  no  deterrent  whatever.  He  owns 
plant,  and  otherwise  works  a  big  concern,  and  a 
few  paltry  sovereigns  is  nothing  for  being  caught 
once  or  twice  in  a  generation.  Put  on  a  heavy 
penalty  on  the  master,  and  men  too.  A  snatcher 
from  the  slums  will  have  to  stump  up  a  £5  for 
having  a  dead  kelt  in  his  possession  worth  only  a 
drink  of  beer,  while  these  tacksmen  get  off  with 
a  similar  penalty,  although  their  spoil  brings  them 
in  a  pot  of  gold,  to  say  nothing  of  the  tribute 
they  have  no  right  to  exact.  G.  M. 


AFTER  MANY  YEARS. 


I  HAVE  great  present  sympathy  with  the  man 
in  Punch  who  accounted  for  his  absence  from  his 
shop  by  explaining  that  he  had  been  down  into 
the  country  "  to  see  his  old  'aunts,"  and  who, 
when  commended  for  having  thus  properly  paid 
attention  to  his  aged  relatives,  further  explained 
that  he  "  didn't  mean  his  haunts — not  relations — 
but  the  'aunts  of  his  youth,  so  to  speak,"  for  I 
have  recently  been  following  his  example,  and 
although  a  melancholy  interest  attached  to  the 
occasion  of  the  visit,  and  to  the  memories 
aroused,  it  has  been  a  time  of  great  delight  in 
many  respects. 

More  than  a  score  of  years  had  passed,  and 
many  wanderings  had  been  undergone,  since  last 
1  saw  the  little  village  under  the  downs,  but  the 
place  had  lost  none  of  its  charm  which,  next  to 
that  of  my  native  place,  it  always  had  for  me ; 
for  did  not  an  indulgent  uncle  live  at  the  old  mill 
there,  and  are  not  the  memories  of  the  holidays 
spent  in  the  quaint  old  house  and  the  fields  and 
country  around  among  the  brightest  of  my  early 
life  ?  Alas  1  the  indulgent  uncle  long  ago  went 
to  his  reward,  but  the  old  mill  remains.  I  was 
told  with  pride  by  the  present  occupant  that  the 
mill  contains  machinery  of  the  very  latest  type. 
About  that  I  cared  little,  but  I  was  more  than 
glad  to  find  the  house  and  mill  almost  unaltered 
in  outward  appearance,  and  the  brook,  at  least, 
exactly  the  same.  As  I  stood  talking  to  the 
miller  a  lively  trout  leaped  after  an  evasive  fly,  or 
in  pure  larkishness  of  spirit.  I'll  be  sworn,  by 
the  very  leap  of  him,  that  he  was  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  first  trout  I  ever  caught,  a 
capture  which  happened  in  that  self -same  pool. 
Aye,  and  it  was  there,  too,  that  was  taken  the 
first  trout  I  ever  saw  captui'ed,  and  the  capture 
of  which  made  a  trout  fisher  of  me  for  life. 

I  was  such  a  little  chap  at  the  time  that  it  must 
have  been  a  very  long  while  ago,  but  the  memory 
of  it  is  as  green  as  are  the  young  leaves  of  the 
king-cup  plant  yonder,  still  covering,  as  it  used  to 
do,  the  stone  which  makes  a  tiny  island  in  the 
stream  below  the  mill,  just  where,  the  fii'st  flurry 
of  the  race  from  under  the  big  wheel  beginning  to 
abate,  and  having  recovered  its  good  humom-  after 
the  indignity  to  which  it  has  been  subjected  in 
the  dark  passage  'neath  the  wheel,  the  stream 


breaks  up  into  laughing  wavelets  among  the 
stones  strewn  in  its  course,  as  if  determined  to 
make  but  a  joke  of  the  troubles  and  pertuibations 
of  a  streamlet's  life,  after  all — wise  philosopher 
that  it  is. 

It  was  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  one  of 
those  holidays  never  to  be  forgotten  by  a  town- 
bred  lad  with  more  than  a  touch  of  the  country- 
lover  in  him.  I,  a  little  chap  in  the  curious  rig- 
out  which  preceded  the  days  of  "  knickerbockers," 
when  a  kiddie  was  too  old  for  petticoats  and  not 
big  enough  for  the  more  advanced  and  serious 
breeches,  half  proud  and  half  ashamed  of  my 
"pelise,"  as  it  was  called,  and  nondescript 
nether-garments  of  that  period  (concerning  which, 
I  remember,  my  father  had  made  the  joke  that 
they  were  "  all  behind-part  and  pocket-holes  !  "), 
was  standing  half  way  up  the  brick  steps  which 
led  from  the  level  of  the  mill  door  to  the  greater 
altitude  of  the  path  which  runs  along  the  margin 
of  the  upper  stream,  when  a  vision  of  glory  to  me 
appeared  coming  downstream  in  the  person  and 
shape  of  the  squire's  son,  arrayed  in  peg-top 
trousers,  and  sporting  "  Dundreary  "  whiskers  and 
an  eyeglass  in  the  then  most  approved  about- 
town  style.  Catching  sight  of  my  diminutive 
self,  and  calling  out  a  command  to  keep  still,  the 
gorgeous  creature,  who  was  a  rattling  good 
sportsman,  despite  his  dandified  get-up — as 
I  afterwards  found — cautiously  approached  the 
margin  of  the  mill-pool,  and  swinging  out  what 
was  to  me  a  fearsome-looking  creature — all  glitter 
and  hooks — up  and  athwart,  drew  the  minnow  (for 
such  it  was)  across  to  his  own  side.  Following 
the  course  of  the  spinning,  wi-iggling  thing,  and 
wondering  what  it  was  for,  I  saw  in  a  flash 
something  shoot  quickly  after  the  shining  lure. 
With  a  dart,  to  the  rapidity  of  which  the 
proverbial  "  greased  lightning "  would  be 
altogether  out  of  it,  one  of  the  big  trout  of  the 
pool  rushed  to  his  doom.  Of  what  followed  I 
have  a  confused  memory.  As  far  as  I  can  call  to 
mind,  the  pool  was  all  at  once  alive  with  mad 
trout  tearing  about  at  top  speed.  A  vision  of  a 
couple  of  hundred  bent  rods,  a  noise  as  of  a 
thousand  whirring  reels,  a  fisherman  who  seemed 
a  dozen  fishermen  all  in  one,  and  who  was  aU  over 
the  bank  at  the  same  time,  though  coolly  standing 
stiU — that  is  about  the  visual  image  which  I 
retain.  How  much  of  it  is  what  I  really  saw  in 
the  pool,  and  how  much  of  it  is  what  I  dreamed 
that  night,  I  cannot  undertake  to  determine.  I 
know  I  did  dream,  and  awoke  with  a  deep  con- 
viction that  I  should  never  know  what  perfect 
happiness  meant  until  I,  too,  had  captured  my 
trout.  My  uncle  shook  his  head  at  mention  of 
the  minnow,  though  the  fish  had  been  sent  in — 
myself  the  proud  and  breathless  bearer — with  the 
compliments  of  the  captor,  but  he  promised  that 
the  next  summer,  when  I  should  be  a  bit  bigger, 
he  would  instruct  me  in  the  fine  and  delicate  art 
of  angling  for  trout,  a  promise  which  he  duly 
kept.  Thus  I  became  a  trout  fisher,  and,  as 
everybody  knows  who  knows  anything  at  all,  that 
is  a  disease  which  when  it  lays  hold  is  absolutely 
incurable. 

Ah,  me  !  I  have  fished  in  many  a  classic,  well- 
stocked  stream  in  many  lands  since  the  day  on 
which  I  proudly  took  my  first  trout  with  the  fly 
in  the  little  stream  below  the  mill,  so  "  cocky  " 
over  the  capture,  but  gently  disengaging  the  tiny 
baby  of  a  tbing  from  the  hook,  and  putting  him 
back,  like  a  man  and  a  true  sportsman, 
although  I  should  dearly  have  liked  to  keep 
him  in  my  pocket,  to  be  looked  at,  in  his  spotted 
beauty,  fifty  times  a  day.  But  no  other  stream 
in  all  the  world  has  just  the  charm  of  the  old  mill 
stream.  It  isn't  its  quality  as  a  fishable  stream, 
and  it  certainly  isn't  its  size,  for  at  ten  I  could 
jump  across  it  anywhere  in  my  uncle's  meadows, 
but,  like  Goliath's  sword,  "there  is  none  like  it." 
So,  no  wonder  that,  when  able  at  last  to 
I'evisit  the  scene  of  my  earliest  holidays,  I  hied 
me  to  my  stream-friend  in  the  first  daylight  hour 
of  freedom  from  social  claims  on  my  time. 

It  was  just  the  same.  Perhaps  shrunken  a 
trifle  in  appearance,  though  it  could  scaicely  be 
so  in  fact,  seeing  that  the  springs  at  the  foot  of 
the  downs  gush  full  as  ever,  and  that  an  energetic 
stream  must  have  a  tendency  to  widen  its  bed 
rather  than  to  diminish  it.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it 
was  just  the  same  old  stream,  calling  a  welcome 
to  me  as  of  yore  in  the  pebbly  i-each  where  I 
stmck  its  bank,  where  the  plank  is  thrown  across 
a  runnel  of  a  tributary,  aoid  where  a  few  sizeable 


322 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[OOTOBBE  27,  1900 


stones  amid  channel  cause  the  water  to  raise  its 
voice  abave  the  blithe  chatter  or  contented 
murmur,  accordinsr  to  depth,  with  which  it  ripples 
along  over  the  gravel  in  the  rest  of  that  reach.  I 
halloed  back  a  response,  of  course,  and  I  could 
swear  that  the  stream's  voice  was  uplifted  in 
recognition  of  an  old  admirer.  Anyhow,  I  sat 
awhile  on  the  pole  that  serves  as  a  handrail  to  the 
plank,  to  have  a  good  talk  with  my  old  friend  after 
long  severance. 

In  order  to  lose  nothing  I  went  up  to  its  source 
—not  such  a  long  journey,  either,  for  the  stream 
is  cast  upon  the  world  to  hold  its  own  from  its 
birth  at  the  foot  of  the  downs,  not  half  a  mile 
above  the  plank  bridge.    Into  the  daylight  it 
gushes  from  half  a  dozen  springs.   The  tiny  rills, 
after  j  ust  a  moment's  pause  to  get  to  know  each 
other,  join  company  and  ripple  off  hand  in  hand, 
as  it  were,  in  a  dancing  throng  of  gay  young 
things,  with  all  the  serious  business  of  mill-turning 
and  the  rest  before  them.    But  only  brief  space 
is  allowed  for  play,  for  almost  at  once  the  stream- 
let begins  to  justify  its  claim  to  usefulness  by 
lending  fertility  to  the  land  through  which  it 
passes,  and  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  its 
source  it  broadens  out   (with  some  assistance 
from  man,  it  must  be  confessed),  and  goes  into 
business  in  the  way  of  watercress  beds,  the  like  of 
which  are  not  to  be  found  for  quality  of  cress 
within  six  counties — as  many  a  London  lover  of 
the  wholesome  greenstuff  knows  fuU  well.  But, 
like  children  driven  too  early  to  work  in  weary 
towns,  the  spirit  of  play  is  not  lost  amid  sterner 
duties,  and  where  it  has  half  a  chance  our  stream 
is  up  to  all  sorts  of  tricks  and  jokes.    Here  it 
slyly  undermines  its  bank,  for  the  downfall  of 
thirsty  cattle  or    heedless    human;    there  it 
trespasses  into  a  meadow,  making  boggy  trap  for 
the  unwary;  and  at  the  stepping-stones  at  the 
top  of  the  village  it  fairly  chuckles  aloud  at  the 
thought  of  those  who  have  missed  the  stones  in 
the  crossing,  and  those  who  shall  do  so  again 
Oh,  a  mischievous  stream  is  this  of  ours  ;  but  not 
really  crafty,  nor  at  all  malicious,  mind  you — it  is 
all  its  fun.    Eager  to  make  amends,  too,  for  it 
will  wash  your  muddy  boots  after  your  in- 
advertent plunge  into  the  mire  which  it  keeps 
moist,  without  complaining  of  the  momentary 
sullying  of  its  pure  water  in  the  legitimate 
channel.  It  grumbles  a  bit,  for  the  sake  of  keeping 
up  appearances,  against  your  boot  as  you  dip  it  to 
be  cleansed,  but  the  grumble  dies  into  a  laugh  as 
you  lift  it  again. 

Below  the  village,  having  already  turned  one 
mill  with  an  overshot  wheel  (but  what  would  you  ? 
The  little  thing  has  not  come  to  strength  yet, 
and  can  but  do  what  it  may),  it  enters  on  the 
old  domains  of  my  uncle,  the  miller.  That  is 
to  say,  below  the  stone  bridge  near  the  church, 
our  stream  runs  between  two  meadows  with 
lessening  speed,  gathering  itself  up  for  the  big 
task  before  it,  and  then  spreads  out  and  pauses 
awhile  in  the  mill  pool,  from  which,  regulated  by 
green-grown  sluice  gates,  it  pours  along  a  narrow 
brick-bound  channel,  and,  with  strong  heave  and 
sigh  of  determination,  turns  the  ponderous  under- 
shot wheel  of  the  lower  mill,  and  then,  broken  and 
half  angry  for  a  brief  space,  turns  its  remon- 
strances at  having  been  called  upon  to  do  so  much 
— and  it  such  a  little  thing,  too ! — into  laughter 
among  the  king-cups  with  which  it  flirts  as  it 
passes,  and  then  sails  away  merrily,  although 
with  an  added  touch  of  seriousness,  as  if  having 
tasted  the  sterner  experiences  of  a  stream  which 
has  a  good  deal  of  work  to  do,  on  its  winding 
course  through  the  water  meadows,  where  its 
contents  can  go  on  excursions  awhile  here  and 
there  among  the  runnels. 

And  the  trout  in  those  same  rimnels  !  I  could 
a  tale  unfold  of  whoppers  of  the  past  time,  no 
doubt  now  succeeded  by  worthy  descendants ;  but  I 
do  not  wish  to  arouse  the  fruitless  longings  of 
those  knowing  ones  who  cannot  so  a-fishine 
there.  ^ 
Was  it  an  excess  of  sentiment  that  kept  me 
from  wetting  a  line,  and  made  me  more  than 
content  with  memories  ?  I  did  not  throw  a  fly, 
though  several  times  I  wandered  by  the  stream 
during  that  all  too  brief  revisit  to  the  old  spot.  I 
yield  to  no  man  in  keenness  as  an  angler,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  but  somehow  I  couldn't 
have  gone  a-fishing  there  without  the  ghosts  of 
old  acquaintances  going  with  me.  I  read  the 
names  of  most  of  those  whom  I  had  known  in  the 
past  on  the  stones  in  the  churchyard,  which— 


whatever  the  stream  may  have  done — had  grown 
considerable  in  the  years  of  absence.  I  smoked 
my  contemplative  pipe  there,  and  indulged  in 
many  a  tender  and  not  altogether  sad  remini- 
scence concerning  the  good  fellows  lying  there 
beneath  the  sod;  but,  after  all  those  years,  I 
didn't  exactly  feel  like  taking  their  ghosts  a- 
fishing.    I'm  going  down  again  before  long,  and 


SOME  SEA  TACKLE  NOVELTIES 

PBOM 

MESSRS.  A.  CARTER  &  00. 


The  "Pine"  Sea  Tackle. 
This  tackle  was  designed  by  Mr.  David  W, 
Pine,  of  Maidstone,  and  was  used  by  him  with 


perhaps  then  it  may  be  different.  I  somehow 
think  it  will  on  a  second  re-visit.  One  thing  I  am 
sure  of,  my  old  friend,  the  stream,  will  be  just  the 
same — cheerful  in  its  welcome,  and  obligingly 
ready  to  yield  up  its  trout,  if  I  care  to  catch 
them,  and  if  I  am  fisherman  enough  to  do  so,  for 
I  am  told  they  are  considerably  more  highly 
educated  than  they  used  to  be. 

Darby  Stafford. 


much  sucoeas  on  the  south-east  coast.  The  No.  1 
pattern  is  made  with  two  booms,  slightly  bent,  the 
lower  boom  being  a  few  inches  shorter  than 
the  top  one.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustra- 
tion, the  tackle  is  fitted  to  take  four  hooks,  and  is 
made  on  the  straight  pull  principle.  The  No.  1 
is  fitted  with  twisted  or  single  gut ;  where  cod  are 
likely  to  be  caught  twisted  gut  is  preferable.  The 
No.  2  tackle]  is  made  of  wire  throughout,  and 
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should  prove  of  great  advantage,  as  there  is  no 
fear  of  any  portion  becoming  perished,  and  thus 
causing  the  loss  of  a  good  fish.  The  lead  is  fixed 
2in.  or  3in.  from  the  boom,  so  that  the  bottom 
hooks  may  lay  on  the  bottom  witb  a  few  inches  of 
gut  to  spare,  for  the  play  of  the  tide,  the  top 
hooks  being  some  6in.  to  9in.  above.  Using  this 
tackle  you  are,  therefore,  combining  the  spreader 
and  paternoster.  It  is,  consequently,  capable  of 
accounting  for  bottom  feeding  fish,  sucb  as  dabs, 
flounders,  plaice,  &c  ,  on  your  bottom  hooks,  and 
whiting,  pouting,  and  other  fish,  wbich  are  more 
susceptible  to  the  wiles  of  the  paternoster.  The 
price  of  these  tackles,  with  the  necessary  hooks 
fitted,  is  28. 

We  can  confidently  recommend  Mr.  Pine's 
idea  as  an  excellent  one.  The  tackle  will  be  very 
useful  in  the  colonies  as  well  as  at  home. 

Carter's  "  Compact  "  Sea  Tackle  Outfit. 

The  want  of  a  small,  compact,  well-fitted  case 
for  sea  anglers  has  long  been  felt.  Too  often  one 
finds  on  reaching  their  destination  that  some  very 
necessary  article  has  been  forgotten.  This  arises 
through  having  the  different  hooks  and  tackles  in 
small  separate  boxes  and  not  all  together.  We 
have,  therefore,  placed  on  the  market  our  new 
"  Compact  "  outfit,  some  little  idea  of  which  may 
be  gleaned  from  the  illustration.  The  box  is,  as 
its  name  implies,  compact,  being  only  T^in.  long, 
4iin.  broad,  and  lin.  deep.  It  can  therefore  be 
carried  in  the  coat  pocket. 

The  box  is  fitted  with  everything  necessary  for 
a  sea  fisher's  wants.  With  one  of  these  the  sea 
angler  is  equipped  with  all  his  requirements,  of 
the  latest  and  most  practical  pattern,  and  mostly 
of  Messrs.  Carter's  own  registered  designs.  It  will 
be  found  extremely  moderate  in  price,  and  is 
likely  to  be  very  popular. 

The  outfit  consists  of 

Two  Deal  adjaatable  leads. 
One  twisted  gut  trace. 

One  dozen  assorted  whiting  and  cod  hooks  on  twisted 
gnt. 

Two  eyed  hooks. 

One  Clements  boom 

One  Bates  Patent  Spreader. 

One  Carter  Diamond  Paternoster. 

Two  mackerel  spinners. 

Half  dczen  brass  swivels. 

The  complete  outfit,  IO3.  6d. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETT. 

There  was  a  pleaeinsf  attendance  of  members  at 
Monday's  meeting,  Mr.  Eobfc.  Bradford  presiding,  and 
interesting  items  regarding  the  back-end  of  the  silmon 
fiehing  season  were  submitted.    Mr.  Ohas.  H.  Wheeley, 
who  is  trying  the  Esk  and  Liddle  in  the  Canonbie  district, 
wrote,  stating  that  spoit  had  been  poor  during  the  week, 
but  that  on  Saturday  a  351b,  salmon  was  landed  in  the 
Willow  Pool.    The  water  was  very  clear  and  low,  and  the 
weather  bright.   A  big  flood  was  wanted  to  improve  fish- 
ing.  There  had  been  many  rods  out,  and  the  average 
number  of  fish  caught  was  about  one  and  a  half  per  diem 
during  the  week.    Mr.  Wheeley  himself  had  not  yet  killed 
a  fish,  but  he  "  lived  in  hopes  "  at  the  time  of  writing, 
and  members  one  and  all  fondly  trusted  that  his  expecta- 
tions might  be  fully  realised.  Then  the  chairman  reported 
that  he  had  been  on  the  Dee,  at  Banchory,  with  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy  and  another  fiiend.    In  a  week  they  had  nine  fish. 
Oa  one  day  the  friend  took  three  salmon  in  an  hour  and 
three-quarters,  weighing  respectively  201b.,  181b., and  18Ib. 
Mr.  Bradford  was  lucky  enough  to  get  the  heaviest  salmon 
amongst  the  party,  viz.,  one  of  271b.  8oz. ;  but  it  was  an 
old  cook  fish,  and  not  in  the  best  condition.    Mr.  H,  H. 
Brown  had  had  bad  sport  at  Hungerford.    He  had  heard 
of  no  "  exceptional  takes  "  of  grayling,  as  mentioned  in  a 
contemporary.    Indeed,  one  day  there  were  eight  rods 
out,  and  the  total  take  was  one  solitary  fish.  On  Saturday, 
between  three  anglers,  one  sizeable  grayling  only  was 
killed.  The  wind  had,  however,  been  against  sport,  and  the 
clean  shave  state  of  the  water  militated  against  big  bags.  At 
Uxb  ridge  things  had  been  quiet.  A  few  j  iok  had  been  taken. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had  a  few  roach  and  a  chub  of  21b. , 
which  latter  was  on  the  table  at  the  meeting.  Capt. 
Hayward  Pinch  took  three  roach,  weighing  21b.  8oz.,  one 
being  beautifully  orange-coloured  on  both  gill  covers.  Mr. 
R.  Clay  had  had  jack,  and  Mr.  B,olt,  roach,  dace,  and 
perch.   At  Downton  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  had  roach  up 
to  lib.  lloz.,  and  three  weighing  lib.  lOoz.  each.  He 
reported,  however,  that  the  weeds  were  "frightfully 
thick."    Another  member  who  had  been  to  Downton 
stated  that  sport  was  hopeless,  in  consequence  of  the  weedy 
vegetation  which  was  so  much  in  evidence.    On  the  Lea 
Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  reported  sport  was  almost  nil.  The 
water  was  unusually  clear,  and  the  river  was  like  a  pond. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  at  Deal,  had  taken  scores  of  fish 
in  the  open  sea  and  numbers  of  pollack  oS  the  pier.  The 
Utter  gentleman  mentioned  that  Mr.  Edward  Mirston 
(the  "Amateur  Angler")  had  most  kindly  pretented  to 
the  library  a  signed  copy  of  his  book,  "  An  Old  Man's 
Holidays,"  and  the  hon.  secretary  was  instructed,  on  the 
unanimouB  vote  of  the  laeeting,  to  convey  to  the  donor 


the  warmest  thanks  of  the  members  for  the  very  kind  gift. 
Mr.  R.  Clay  also  presented  a  second  copy  of  the  work,  eo 
that  there  will  be  a  couple  of  these  delightful  books  in 
the  society's  library.  Mr.  H.  Harden  made  a  splendid 
bag  of  grayling  in  private  water,  killing  nine  fish,  weighing 
141b.,  in  about  an  hour.  M.  G.  B.  db  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  at  the 
Restaurant  Prascati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on  Wednesday, 
Oct.  2i,  at  8  p.m.  (Mr.  J.  C.  H.  Jago in  the  chair),  the 
hon.  secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Deal,  Eist  Looe,  Newhaven,  Peuzinoe,  Southend,  and 
Whitstable.  The  following  experiences  were  then  given 
by  members  :  Mr.  Grube,  fishing  at  Deal  on  Oct.  21,  took 
four  score  whiting,  three  codling  (best  about  41b,).  Mr. 
Bates,  at  Deal  for  a  fortnight,  on  one  day  took  nine  and 
a  half  score  pouting  and  whiting,  twelve  codling  (best 
41b.)  ;  on  another  day,  seven  and  a  half  score  pouting ; 
and  on  another  day,  twenty-two  codling  on  salted  mussel ; 
and  on  Oct.  19,  with  two  friends,  took  ten  score  good 
whiting,  including  two  score  pouting  up  to  21b,  each,  three 
dogfish,  two  flatfish,  one  conger  of  81b,,  and  one  horse 
mackerel.  Mr.  Gordon,  with  two  friends,  at  Deal,  on 
Oct.  21,  took  five  and  a  half  score,  including  about  three 
and  a  half  score  whiting,  two  codling  about  21b.  each,  a 
dab,  and  the  rest  pouting.  The  hon.  secretary,  fishing  at 
Deal  with  Messrs.  Smiles  and  Litchfield,  on  Oct.  20,  took 
four  and  a  half  soore  whiting  (those  taken  by  the  hon. 
secretary  took  mussel  splendidly  in  the  slack  tide)  ;  and  on 
Oct.  21,  with  two  friends,  took  five  score,  including  two 
and  a  half  score  pouting  and  three  codling.  Mr.  Tucker, 
fishing  at  Southend,  found  sport  poor,  only  taking  twelve 
flatfish  (largest  a  flounder  of  IJlb.),  Mr.  Graham,  fish- 
ing at  Southend,  ako  mentioned  that  the  sport  had 
been  poor,  but  on  Oct.  24  he  took  several  nice 
dabs  of  about  IJlb.  each,  and  had  also  seen  some 
large  chad  taken,  one  weighing  31b.,  which  was_  taken 
on  very  rough  tackle,  two  door  bandies  serving  as 
weights.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  mentioned  that  he  had 
heard  that  good  catches  of  whiting  had  been  taken  at  Great 
Yarmouth.  Attention  was  drawn  to  the  report  that  8C0 
to  1000  good  bass  had  been  taken  in  the  nets  at  Dover. 
Some  very  interesting  sketches  were  shown  round  at  the 
meeting,  sent  by  Mr.  Forrester,  illustrating  his  fishing 
experiences  at  Deal  on  Oct.  21.  It  was  proposed,  seconded, 
and  carried  unanimously  that  the  meeting  desire  that  the 
committee  shall  go  into  the  matter  of  fish  being  sold  at 
Deal  by  a  member  of  the  society.  Ihe  hon,  sec.  announced 
that  a  special  meeting  of  the  committee  will  be  held  on 
Oct.  31  for  the  purpose  of  electing  members,  so  that  those 
having  friends  desirous  of  competing  in  the  coming  com- 
petition at  Deal  should  send  in  proposal  forms  to  the  hon. 
sec.  without  delay.  Also  that  thcss  members^ desirous  of 
having  tables  reserved  for  them  and  their  friends  at  the 
smoking  concert  on  Dec.  12  should  give  notice  to  the  hon. 
sec.  in  writing  as  early  as  possible,  that  arrangements 
may  be  made,  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and 
usual  toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Chaeles  S.  Pattbebon,  Hon.  Sec. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Me.  G.  Maull  occupied  the  chair  at  Tuesday's  meeting 
of  this  society.  The  fishing  experiences  were  the  subject 
of  most  interest,  perhaps,  Mr,  James  Tayler  taking  one 
dozen  flatfish  up  to  lib,  in  weight  at  Leigh;  Mr.  T, 
Gilbert,  151b.  to  161b.  of  flounders,  dabs,  &c.,  from  Leigh  ; 
and  Mr.  Beaumont,  151b,,  also  one  flounder  of  21b.  from 
the  same  place.  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  gudgeon,  perch,  and 
roach;  and  Mr.  S.  Wertheim,  twenty-two  roach,  from 
Norfolk,  where  the  water  was  reported  bright,  and  the 
wind  north-east  there  on  Saturday  last.  Mr.  Basten,  at 
Newhaven  and  Seaford,  had  four  score  exceptionally  fine 
whiting  in  a  little  over  two  hours'  fishing.  Mr.  Gray  gave 
some  interesting  notes  of  his  holiday  on  the  south  coast, 
but  the  sea  fishing  was  not  brilliant  with  him.  Mr.  G. 
Maull  did  better  at  Ballycotton,  taking  204  fish,  made  up 
from  fifteen  species,  and  found  the  scarcity  of  fresh  bait 
very  much  affected  the  sport.  On  one  occasion  he  and  his 
friends  put  off  without  any  bait  whatever,  and  only  when 
a  few  sprat  from  a  small  school  of  these  fish,  oipturad 
with  a  net,  accounted  for  a  couple  of  squid,  were  they 
able  to  give  attention  to  the  fishing.  Mr.  MiuU's  bpst  fish 
was  a  bream  of  31b.  15joz.  Mr.  Allen  had  eighteen  flatfish 
up  to  lib.,  and  a  shad  of  Ijlb.  and  ISin.  long,  float  fishing 
at  Leigh.  Mr.  Marshall,  two  dozen  flatfish  and  one  small 
whiting  from  the  same  district.  Messrs.  Gill,  Connellan, 
and  Hicks  visited  Walton,  and  each  had  a  few  good-sized 
whiting,  dabs,  &o.  Mr.  Norman,  three  soore  whiting,  the 
best  he  had  ever  found  at  Newhaven ;  and  Mr.  Maull,  a 
couple  of  score.  A  vote  of  thanks  ti  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.  J.  H.  Walker  (Hon,  Sec), 

Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  E.C, 


WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Tblkgeaph.— Feiday,  Oct.  26. 

Maeqati. — W. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate,— W.S.W. ;  smooth. 
Deal. — S,W. ;  smooth. 
Dover. — N.W. ;  light ;  smooth. 
Hastings. — N.W. ;  moderate: 


OaiHNTAL  Books  formerly  Issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
pnbllBhed  by  Sampson  Low,  Mareton  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Donstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  OATALOan^  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  GovermceQi  PubQcatioua  cfin  be  had  on 
appUoktiOB. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


River  Reporters  ivho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  FiSHl.vo 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton).— The  weather  is  very  mild,  and  it  is 
very  pleasant  on  the  river,  but  sport  is  still  very  iLdifferent. 
I  never  remember  seeing  the  water  so  clear  at  this  season 
for  some  years;  going  up  the  river  this  morning  (Wednej!- 
day)  you  could  see  every  stone  on  the  bed  0  the  river  in 
14ft.  of  water,— Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Henley).— The  water  is  still  very  low  and  bright. 

There  is  little  to  report  in  the  way  of  fishing.  We  want  a 
week's  good  rain  to  put  a  little  colour  in  the  water  and 
clear  off  some  of  the  weeds,  which  are  now  quite  rotten. 
A  number  of  bank  anglers  were  down  on  Oct.  21,  tut  they 
scarcely  had  a  fish  among  the  lot  of  them.  I  hear  of  some 
good  roach  and  jick  up  to  4|lb.  having  been  taken  above 
Shiplake  Lock,  but  sport  here  is  very  slow  indeed. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

 (Kingston),— Water  veiy  clear,   A  few  perch 

only  being  caught. — P.  C. 

 ( Biichmoud), — The  fish  in  the  reach  between  Rich- 
mond Bridge  and  Twickenham  Ferry  have  been  well  on  the 
feed.  The  best  take  we  have  seen,  consisting  of  breamy 
roach,  and  dace,  191b.  together,  was  caught  by  a  gentle- 
man out  with  Ted  Howard,  the  fisherman.  This  looks 
well  for  the  big  competition  to  be  held  on  Nov,  4. — 
Gatnoe  and  Sons, 

  (Kichmond). — We  have  had  a  very  good  week  ia 

the  tideway,  the  roach  feeding  splendidly.  Prank  Brown, 
out  two  days  with  Messrs,  Cornelius  and  Taylor  :  First 
day,  161b.  of  roach  (three  best  fish  31b.  5az.) ;  second  day, 
a  mixed  bag  of  roach  and  dace,  281b.  W.  Mansell,  out 
one  day  and  a  half  with  a  gentleman,  took  291b._  The 
other  fishermen  when  out  have  been  getting  proportionate 
takes.  Mr.  Steele,  angling  from  the  bank  one  afternoon, 
caught  nineteen  roach,  weighing  81b.  I  must  thank  Mr. 
Chaplais  very  much  for  his  explanation  with  regard  to  the 
extension  of  the  fishing  ground,  in  case  of  necessity  in  the 
forthcoming  A.B.  competition,— Haeey  Bayley  (Water- 
man's Arms). 

—  (Twickenham)  —  (Thursday,  12  o'clock).— The 
river  remains  very  bright,  but  it  is  now  raining.  Yesterday 
(Wednesday)  three  of  my  punts  were  out,  and  bags 
averaging  from  61b.  to  81b.  were  taken.  All  my  punts 
are  engaged  for  Oct.  28,  when  the  South  Bermondsey  and 
Acton  Piacatoriala  fish  their  competitions.  The  Twicken- 
ham Piscatorials  fished  their  competition  here  on  Oct.  21 
and  2a.  A.  Turner  first  with  8Jlb.,  Ogden  Smith 
second,  G.  Barrow  third.  The  next  match  takes  place  on 
Nov,  11.— John  Spong. 

Arnn  (FuHjorongh).  —  Sport  fairly  good  ;  water 
splendid  colour  now.  Mr.  Clarke  (vice-president),  Dr. 
Wilkins,  and  Mr.  T,  Lucas  (sec.  Stockwell  Angling 
Society),  good  day  here,  capturing  bream,  roaoh,  and  one 
jack.— J.  W.  Simpson. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeaoh,  Cam.).— Time  of 
writing,  spring-like  weather  has  returned,  after  slight 
rains  and  heavy  N,  winds.  For  two  weeks  the  fish,  all 
sorts,  have  been  unsettled,  Fiehing  with  Beasly  (lock- 
keeper),  Oct,  24,  the  roach  were  quiet,  but  small  pike  up 
to  61b.  each  are  running  now  well,  and  giving,  in  a  quicker 
stream,  good  sport.  Several  anglers  out.  This  stream, 
with  its  easy  reach  for  the  'Varsity,  is  well  supported.  All 
baits  on  the  spot.  Free  water  for  miles. — J.  0,  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge, 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— There  is  undoubtedly 
a  good  deal  of  truth  in  the  letter  of  "  J.  H,  B."  in  last 
week's  Fishing  Gazette  with  respect  to  the  pollutions  of 
the  Dart  below  Backfastleigh.  There  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  injury  done  to  the  fishing  of  the  river  by  the 
effluent  from  the  woollen  and  other  factories,  and 
"J.  H.  B.'s"  description  of  the  state  of  the  river  may 
be  correct,  but  it  should  not  be  inferred  that  the  river  ia 
always  so  bad  as  described,  I  have  continually  referred 
to  the  matter  in  theee  notes,  as  it  is  unreasonable  to  expsct 
good  fishing  in  reaches  of  water  which  are  frequently 
polluted  by  chemical  effluent.  When  the  water  runs 
low  this  pollution  is  particularly  bad,  I  havo  heard 
anglers  make  use  of  similar  remarks  to  those  of 
"  J.  H.  B.,"  that  they  take  care  not  to  cook  some  of  the 
fish  caught  below  Ashburton,  the  condition  of  these  being 
vastly  different  to  the  wall-conditioned  fish  of  the  moor- 
land. However,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  ere  another 
season  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  the  pollution  will 
have  been  averted,  the  Conservators  having  several  times 
endeavoured  tJ  hurry  on  the  work  of  the  scheme  for 
purification  taken  ia  hand  by  the  Buokfastleigh  Council. 
The  annual  return  of  fish  killed  duriag  the  season  shows 
that  115  salmon  were  caught  by  rod  and  line,  the  average 
weight  being  lOJlb.,  as  compared  with  67,  averaging  lUlb., 
last  year,  95  in  1898,  138  in  1897,  156  in  1896,  and  163  in 
1895.  At  the  Weir  Fishery  353  salmon  were  netted,  the 
total  weight  being  44501b.  In  1899  the  weight  of  309  fish 
was  32111b.  The  Dittisham  boats  captured  198  salmon  as 
compared  with  158  last  year ;  whilst  the  incomplete  returns 
from  the  Stoke  Gabriel  boats  gave  398  fish  taken  by  eight 
boats,  against  613  fish  by  nine  boats  in  1899.  These  were 
the  only  returns,  and  the  rod  fishing  has  shown  up  better 
than  anticipated. — Devonian. 

Derweat  (Maltoi,  Yorks.).— The  water  is  now  in 
good  condition  after  the  recent  fresh.  Some  good  roach 
up  to  21b.  each  were  taken  a  few  days  ago  np  the  river 
near  Teddinghsim  Bridge.  Grayling  and  jack  ought  to  be 
now  on  the  feed. — H, 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Sport  continues  good,  on 
the  whole,  with  the  grayling.   The  Dark-winged  and  Red- 
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tas[ged  Coachman  has  been  doing  best  this  week. — D.  and 
W.  H.  Foster  (Ashbourne). 

Dove  (Oovedale). — The  water  has  been  in  good  con- 
dition for  grayling  fishing,  and  I  hear  of  good  dishes  of 
fish  b-ina;  creeled  on  the  length  of  water  higher  up,  but 
adj  lining  this.  Mr.  G.  F.  Russell  Barker  has  iustcome 
in  with  two  and  a  half  brace  of  very  nice  fish,  one  weighing 
lib.  Why  more  anglers  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
good  grayling  fishing  procurabla  in  this  district  is  a 
mystery.  The  foliage  is  now  in  its  most  baautif  al  autumnal 
tints.— Wm.  Evans  (Izaik  Walton  Hotel). 

Eden  (Carlisle).— There  are  a  fair  number  of  fish  in 
the  river,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  fiad  thit  a  good  propor- 
tion have  gone  over  the  Arraathwaite  Weir  to  the  uppsr 
spawnine  grounds.  ^On  the  17th,  Mr.  Liddell,  of  Warwick 
Hall,  killed  three,  and  Mr.  Atkiuson,  one,  141b.,  near 
Stainton  ;  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough,  two.  at  Crosby,  one  of  them 
321b.:  Mr.  Joseph  Fox,  one,  211b.,  at  Rickerby  Ricks; 
and  Mr.  Cowan,  one,  201b.,  below  Carlisle;  Mr.  Ellwood 
had  one,  241b.,  at  Beaumont;  Mr.  A.  Lupton,  two,  151b. 
each,  in  the  Eamont;  Dr.  Trimble,  five,  from  61b. to  161b., 
in  two  days;  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Eastwood,  one,  81b.,  in  the 
Eamont.  On  the  18th,  Dr.  Trimble,  one,  101b.,  in  the 
Edenhall  water  ;  and  Mr.  Eastwood,  two,  I81b.,  211b.,  in 
the  Eamont.  On  the  19th,  Mr.  Eastwood  had  a  small 
ona,  and  Robert  Raine,  one,  ISlb  ,  at  Edenhall.  On  the 
20th,  Mr.  Joseph  Fox  killed  one,  251b.,  at  Rickerby  Rooks ; 
Mr.  D.  Mason,  one,  201b.,  below  Carlisle  ;  Robert  Bone, 
one,  91b.,  at  Grinsdale;  31  r.  W.  J.  Hallsey,  one,  221b., 
in  the  Corby  water ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Johnston, _t wo,  141b.  and 
lolb.,  in  the  Edenhall  water  ;  Mr.  F.  Eastwood,  one,  181b., 
in  the  Eamont;  R.  McAllister,  one,  101b.,  at  the  Gilly ; 
and  Mr.  J.  B.  Robson,  one,  201b.,  at  Grinsdale.  On  the 
21st,  Mr.  J.  B.  Johnston  had  two,  71b.  and  171b.,  in 
the  Eamont,  On  the  22ad,  R.  Bone  had  two  at  Grins- 
dale ;  and  Mr.  C.  Prescott,  one,  101b..  at  Wetheral.  On 
the  23rd,  Mr.  M.  Cowan  killed  one,  251b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Oraham,  one,  2Iib.,  both  in  the  association  water. — Silver 
Geby. 

liistree  ZtiSservoir. — There  has  been  good  sport  with 
the  jack  fishing  here  the  last  fortnight.  Several  gentle- 
men had  good-sized  jack.  The  waters  (seventy  acres)  now 
a  frood  colour.— E.  Sdrbidge. 

Esk  (Whitby). — As  was  anticipated,  sport  of  a  highly 
remunerative  description  has  been  obtained  on  this  river 
during  the  past  week,  occasional  spates  being  responsible 
for  the  continuance  of  grand  condition  in  which  the  water 
has  remained.  Prawn  and  fly  have  been  mainly  instru- 
mental in  the  capture  of  the  majority  of  the  fish,  an 
ac3nrate  record  of  which  is  not  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing. 
The  closing  days  of  ithe  season  give  promise  of  exception- 
ally good  sport,  and  an  increased  number  of  anglers  are 
plying  the  rod  daily.  Ssa  fishing  from  the  piers  and  quays 
is  providing  some  diversion,  and  mixed  fish  is  fairly 
plentiful.— J,  Jackson. 

£Sze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — River  is  again  low,  and 
sport  generally  quiet.  Messrs.  Jackman,  Shapley,  and 
Street  have  scored  two  or  three  brace  of  pike,  but  they 
have  run  small,  largest  being  only  about  61b.  Mr.  Street 
has  also  killed  a  few  nice  lots  of  roach  from  the  Creedy, 
and  from  the  lower  Exe  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  had  a  4!b. 
pike.  In  the  Exe,  at  Cowley,  Mr.  Geo.  Smyth  has  taken  a 
few  nice  perch,  from  gib.  to  lib.  each,  but  up  to  the 
present  these  fish  have  proved  very  shy.  At  time  of 
writing  rain  seems  very  near  at  hand,  and  will  be  a 
veritable  blessing  to  the  angling  fraternity.  Oar  Board 
of  Conservators  have  jast  passed  a  new  bye -law,  to  the 
effect  of  extending  close  season  for  trout  to  March  1,  and 
the  angling  season  to  Sept.  15.  This  means  giving  the 
fish  a  fortnight's  grace  at  start,  and  a  similar  boon  to 
anglers  at  the  season  end,  a  change  which  should  bsnefit 
the  trout  stock,  and  will,  I  think,  give  general  satisfaction. 
—Bed  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (Soath  Iiinos.  and  Camba.).— 
Angling  is  on  the  up  grade  in  this  district.  As  the  nights 
get  colder  p°ke  fishing  is  turning  out  fairly  good,  and 
promises  well  for  the  winter,  when  the  nuisance  from 
weeds  is  at  an  end.  On  some  lengths  of  the  Forty-foot 
which  are  pretty  free  from  weeds  wa  hear  of  catches  of 
20Ib.  and  241b.,  and  many  less.  Best  fish  have  reached 
about  6Jlb.  Roach  fishing  hag  also  improved  on  the 
Dunningcon  lengths,  where  takes  have  run  up  to  141b.  or 
151b.  Takes  of  over  201b.  have  haen  obtained  from  the 
Snrfleet  lengths  of  ths  Glen,  where  creed  wheat  is  ttill 
most  attraotive.  On  the  Welland  sport  is  mostly  confined 
to  pike ;  but  it  is  very  weady.  The  drains  towards 
Wisbech  have  also  yielded  well  for  vieitiog  anglers. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (STortb  Notts).  —  Gainsborough 
anglers  are  visiting  the  Haxey  district  in  great 
force,  and  are  doing  good  business,  especially  with  roach. 
Many  fish  run  between  IJlb.  and  Iflb.  each.  A  Gains- 
boro'  angler  got  431b.  in  two  days;  a  Shefiiald  gentle- 
man got  27ib,  in  a  eimilav  time ;  and  many  takes  have  run 
from  Gib.  to  141b.  per  diy  per  rod.  Pike  have  also  been 
obtaiced  in  the  same  district.  One  angler  got  three, 
scaling  41b.,  71b.,  and  151b.  respectively.  At  other  points 
roach  have  been  feeding  satisfactorily,  and  pike  have  come 
to  hand  with  livebait. — L. 

Lark  and  Oase  (Barton  Mills  and  Laken- 
beath). — Nothing  really  to  report  from  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Lark  river  to  what  I  gave  last  week.  It  is 
no  use  trying  in  the  shallow  parts  at  all ;  lower  down, 
between  Mildenhall  and  Prickwillow,  the  waters  ara 
deep:r,  and  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  navigation  going  on, 
so  the  waters  are  a  bit  coloured.  I  should  recommend 
anglers  to  put  up  at  the  Gnffon  Hotel,  Isleham,  and  then 
try  the  lower  stretches  of  the  water.  The  Oase,  balow 
Littleport  Bridge,  is  also  very  good  now.  Put  up  at  the 
Marquis  of  Granby  Hotel,  Littleport,  and  ask  where  the 
free  fishing  begins. — Raven. 

Iisa  and  Tributaries.— The  river  remains  in  the 
same  ccndition  as  last  week— gin-clear.     The  showers 


which  have  fallen  have  proved  of  no  benefit.  The  water 
is  very  stagnant  and  full  of  dead  leaves.  A  good  run  of 
water  is  wanted  to  thoroughly  scour  out  the  river.  There 
is  once  more  little  sport  to  record  under  the  circumstances. 
In  the  Waltham  Abbey  district  Mr.  Chapman  has  taken  a 
pretty  brace  of  perch  scaling  3ilb. ,  and  other  perch  have 
been  canght  there,  also  a  few  roach,  a  jick  or  two,  and  a 
chub  of  2i\h. ;  this  in  the  King's  Arm's  water.  Rye 
House  has  yielded  a  few  roach,  and  at  St.  Margaret's  some 
jack  have  been  caught  in  the  Broadwater.  Perch,  roach, 
and  dace  have  been  taken  between  Ware  and  Hertford, 
but  in  very  small  numbers.  Sport  could  not  be  more 
indifferent.  From  the  tributaries  there  is  still  no  satis- 
factory news,  all  being  thoroughly  out  of  angling 
condition.— IzAAK  Walton. 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (LMmlnster).  —  Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
splendid  order  for  fishing.  The  weither  has  been  fairly 
settled  this  last  week,  with  cold,  frosty  nights,  and  fine 
days,  and  the  grayling  have  been  more  on  the  move.  A 
srood  few  anglers  have  been  out)  and  have  used  Silver  Blue, 
Rad  Taff,  Green  Insect,  Hare's  Ear,  Wickham,  Whirling 
Blue,  Willow,  and  September  Dan,  and  some  very  nice 
lots  of  grayling  have  been  landed.  Oh  Monday  a  good 
dish  of  fish  were  landed  with  the  Red  Tag  and  Green 
Insect.  There  is  a  prospect  of  some  good  Eport  being  had 
if  the  weather  holds  fine.   The  Pinsley  is  in  order. — 

GWYXNE. 

iMXigg,  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Kingrsland).— 

Rivers  are  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  in  capital  order 
for  grayling  fishing.  Sport,  like  the  weather,  has  been 
variable ;  some  days  fish  are  rising  very  freely,  others 
scarcaly  moving  at  all.  Have  seen  some  good  baskets 
taken  with  Mid  Blue,  Silver  Dan,  Blue  Gnat,  Green 
Insect,  and  Red  Tag.  Other  flies  useful  to  select  from 
jnsb  now  are  Whirling,  Willows,  Iron  Blue,  Red  Palmer, 
Brown  Spinner,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear,  and  Wickhams. 
Prospects  of  sport  for  coming  week  are  good.  This 
(Wednesday)  evening  weather  is  cloudy  and  dull ;  wind 
near  the  south,  rather  warm ;  glass  fairly  high,  but  in- 
clined to  fall. — R.  T.  Williams. 

North  Staifordsbire  Rivers.— Rains  hava  held 
off,  and  the  rivers  are  again  fishable  with  fly.  Sport 
which  has  benn  reported  has  been  had  chiefly  among 
coaree  fish.  With  grayling  the  flies  which  prove  attractive 
are  of  the  fancy  class,  such  as  Red  Tag,  but  Dark  October 
Dun  is  accepted  when  fish  rise.  These  li^es  are  not  so 
numerous  as  prior  to  the  storm  of  last  week.  The  Hanley 
Angling  Society  has  finished  its  course  of  matches  for 
points  in  their  challenge  cup  competition,  and  Mr.  Jabjz 
Fisher  comes  out  holder  for  the  next  year. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Oase  (Holsw«ll  Ferry).— Best  take  of  jack  this 
week  was  on  Jlonday,  one  gentleman  getting  five  fish, 
largest  S^lb.  Water  not  quite  so  clear  now,  and  getting 
more  promising. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hnnts).— Saturday  last  Capt.  A.  A. 
Hansard  had  a  few  nice  roach  up  to  lib.  each.  I,  fishing 
in  company  with  him,  captured,  amongst  others,  a  nice 
roach  of  lib.  8|oz,  The  water  is  still  gin-bright,  and  the 
rain  has  not  as  yet  made  any  difference.  In  fact,  sport  is 
dead  off,  and  will  be  until  we  get  a  flash  and  rain.— 

E.  COLLINSON. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

uech). — At  the  present  time  the  weather  is  simply 
delightful,  and  for  warmth  and  brightness  of  the  atmos- 
phere resembles  the  early  part  of  June,  and  makes  every- 
one forget  for  the  time  that  in  a  very  few  weeks  Christmas 
will  again  be  here.  In  conscquenca  of  the  lovely  weather, 
and  all  these  rivers  being  in  good  condition,  and  also  quite 
free  from  falling  leaves,  anglers  in  this  vicinity  are  having 
a  fine  time  of  it,  and  capital  sport.  In  this  part  of  the 
Severn  pike  and  other  coarse  fish  are  very  abundant,  and 
are  taken  freely,  chiefly  with  ground  baits.  In  the 
Vyrnwy,  too,  first-rate  sport  is  had  with  coarse  fish,  and 
grayling  are  very  numerous  and  getting  into  the  best  con- 
dition ;  but  it  requires  frosty  nights  to  assist  in  finding 
them  in  the  heij(ht  of  condition,  and  also  assist  anglers  in 
cipturiog  them  more  freely. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bnrea,  Suffolk).  —  There  is  no  change  in 
either  weather  or  water  daring  the  past  week,  both  beiog 
very  clear.  A  few  small  pike  have  been  taken,  but  nothing 
of  any  size ;  there  are  still  too  many  weeds  about  for 
successful  angling.  Roach  of  any  class  are  dead  off  the 
feed,  and  will  no  doubt  so  continue  until  we  get  some 
fresh  water  into  the  river. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Snssez  Bivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — Rain  so  badly  wanted  for  angling  operations  has 
kept  off  during  the  week.  Frosts  in  the  early  mornings  and 
bright  days  have  been  the  rule.  Rivers  are  much  too 
clear  for  sport,  and  the  frost  not  sufficiently  severe  to  do 
damage  to  the  weeds.  The  Ouse  has  fished  fairly  well  on 
the  small  tides.  At  Lewes  some  good  roach  and  dace 
were  taken,  but  otherwise  sport  has  not  been  good.  In 
the  uppar  water  at  Barcombe  Mills,  and  at  lefield,  small 
pike  have  rewarded  visitors.  The  Cuokmere  is  very  bright, 
exospt  in  the  tidal  portion,  from  which  a  few  roach  have 
been  captured.  At  the  end  of  last  week  Mr.  Ptrcy 
Breach,  of  Stejning,  fishing  in  the  Adur,  captured,  in  two 
hours,  fourteen  roach,  weighing  together  close  upon  61b. 
As  the  water  was  gin-bright,  fine  tackle  and  gentles 
accounted  for  this  exceptional  take.  Good  eport  amcug 
roach  and  dace  has  also  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Flowers.  Visitors  to  the  Rother  have  had  poor  eport— a 
few  small  pike  (heaviest  41b.),  perch  up  to  lib.  2oz.,_and  a 
tew  roach.  I  hear  of  a  pike  of  71b.,  but  believe  it  was 
captured  on  a  nightliae.— George  P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Snigbtsfjrd  Bridga).  —  Although  (he 
water  is  very  clear  indeed,  and  buc  few  anglers  are  out, 
the  grayling  rose  freely  during  the  end  of  last  and  begin- 
ning of  this  week.  Two  nice  brace  were  taken  by  Mr. 
B.  Browning,  on  the  19th,  together  with  several  pounds 
of  chub,  whilst  fijhing  with  gentles  on  the  fords.  Mr. 
Weiss  also  did  well  amongst  the  chub.   Whilst  spinning, 


on  the  2lBt,  Mr.  Browning  landed  two  pike,  scaling  llib, 
and  6ilb.  respectively,  which  were  in  splendid  oonilition. 
— W. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  thb  part  is  inoricg 
clear  and  n,  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with  cclJ  nights  and 
blight  days,  and  at  times  rain  has  threatened,  but  it  .has 
not  altered  the  state  of  the  water.  There  have  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out  of  late,  and  have  used  fly  and  bottom  baits, 
and  sport  has  been  good.  The  flies  used  are  the  Red  Tag, 
Willow,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Whirling  lilue, 
Little  Hare's  Eir,  and  Wickham.  Bottom  fishing  has 
been  successful  amongst  coarse  fish  with  worm  and 
maggot.  Grasshopper  fishing,  sink  and  draw,  should 
account  for  some  good  fish  j  but  this  kind  of  angling  has 
been  d}ing  out  of  late  years,  although  it  is  a  certain 
grayling  bait.  Pike  fishing  has  been  better.  Several 
gentlemen  had  a  day's  pike  £s'!iing  on  Saturday,  on  Lord 
Inchiquin'd  water,  below  Ludlow,  and  landed  four  nice  fish 
with  live  bait.  In  Anna  Pool  they  took  two  at  the  same 
time  on  two  rods.  Fishing  in  the  Teme,  at  Burway,  a 
gentleman  with  the  fly  landed  fifty-one  fine  grayling.  This 
part  of  the  Teme  is  the  best  in  the  distiiot  for  gravling, 
and  fish  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  are  frequently  landed.  Sport 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  was  fairly  good.  'The  prospects 
for  sport  are  now  good,  and  good  lots  of  grayling  should  be 
landed.  The  Ony,  Oorve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  order.  Little  fishing  done  in  them  of  late.— 
S,  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— In  this  district  the  water  is  still  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  and  the  weather  has  been  cold  and 
frosty,  but  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out. 
The  grayling  have  been  well  on  the  move,  and  have  been 
taking  the  fly  freely,  and  thera  has  been  a  fair  numbsr  of 
anglers  out  who  have  used  Willow,  Mid  Blue,  Hare'a 
Ear,  Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Wickham,  Silver 
Twist,  and  Red  Tag,  with  success,  and  some  very  nice  lots 
of  grayling  have  been  taken.  The  weather  at  present  U 
good  tor  grayling,  and  if  it  keeps  fine  there  is  every  pros- 
pect of  some  good  sport  being  bad  in  this  part,  where 
th?re  are  some  fine  fish. — Worcester, 

Usk  (Abergavenny),— A  few  salmon  have  teen 
take*!  now  lately,  one  very  fine  one  about  401b.,  I  believe, 
by  a  gentleman  staying  at  the  Angel  Hotel.  'There  are  a 
few  fish  up,  but  do  not  seem  to  be  taking  freely ;  ceason 
ends  here  in  November.— Ernle  Delafield. 

Wimbledon  Lake.— Tiie  perch  are  well  on  feed  here. 
Mianows  are  the  lure  for  them.  Some  very  nice  fish  were 
taken  on  Oct.  21  oft'  the  large  stage.  Jack  are  feeding. 
Plenty  of  live  bait  at  the  keeper's.  Mr.  Montague,  of  the 
Duke  of  Westminster,  York-road,  presented  the  lake  wiih 
a  nice  31b.  carp;  and  another  (I  named  it  "  Burns  ")  came 
from  Batterssa. — A.  Nrwham. 

Witham,  fto.  (Blid-Lweolnshira).— Though  the 
Witbam  has  improved  the  favourite  swims  require  a  wash 
out  from  a  winter  flood,  then  capital  sport  may  be  expectei 
about  Bardney  and  Stixwold,  probably  about  Five  Mile 
House  and  the  Sinoil  Dyke.  AVhile  roach  fishers  have  not 
done  much  this  week,  those  after  pike  have  had  batter 
luck.  A  good  number  of  fish  have  been  landed  between 
31b.  and  51b.  each,  but  heavy  fish  are  not  jet  to  be  had. 
One  of  91b.  was  taken  at  Langrick.  Captures  have 
mostly  been  at  thit  place,  Kirkstead,  Dogdyko,  and  Stix- 
wold. The  drains  around  Boston  are  now  in  good  order, 
and  though  bream  and  tench  are  over,  some  good  roach 
come  to  hand.  Opposite  the  island  on  Mount  Pleasant 
drain  a  Shefiield  visitor  has  had  some  capital  specimens 
during  the  last  fortnight,  three  of  his  best  reaching  Gib. 
An  angler  is  reported  to  have  got  one  of  the  heaviest  roach 
of  modern  times  for  these  waters.  This  was  a  monster  of 
2:b.  7ioz.  Samples  of  rudd  have  also  come  to  hand.  The 
Bargate  about  Cowbridge  has  not  had  many  visitors.— 
Luc'i. 

Wye  and  Dei  went  (Derbyshire).  — The  above 
rivers  are  now  in  very  good  order  for  grayling  fly  fishing, 
and  £ome  anglers  have  had  very  good  sport.  The  Wye 
having  afforded  some  very  nice  grayling,  gentlemen  who 
have  fished  this  liver  have  obtained  baskets  ranging  from 
three  to  five  and  six  brace  each.  The  Derwent,  too,  has 
also  yielded  a  nice  lot  of  fish.  Several  gentlemen  on  the 
Chatsworth  fishery  have  taken  from  three  to  five  and  six 
brace,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  more.  The  members 
of  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  and  those  that  hold  season 
and  day  tickets  have  obtained  creels  of  grayling  ranging 
from  four  to  six  brace,  and  one  angler  secured  eight  brace. 
The  Matlock  and  Croaford  Angling  Association's  wa'er 
has  also  produced  some  good  grayling.  Mr.  Buxton, 
fishing  this  water  on  Friday  below  Cromford,  caught  two 
and  a  half  braoa,  and  on  Monday  one  fish,  hooking  and 
losing  many  others.  The  weather  at  present  is  all  that 
can  be  desired,  and  the  prospect  very  good.  Useful  flif  s : 
Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Olive  and  Ash  Duus,  Rid 
and  Grey  Qaills,  Blsck  Gnat,  and  Silver  Dua. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swa^e,  Wharfe,  fifidd,  Dexwent,  Ou8.>, 
&o.  (Yorkshire). — The  foretaste  of  winter  we  ex- 
parienced  last  week  has  given  way  to  milder  weather. 
This  will,  perhaps,  account  for  a  falling  cff  in  sport  as  far 
as  grayling  fishing  is  concerned,  in  the  higher  reaches  of 
the  Yore.  The  water  is  certainly  clear  in  the  river 
between  Maslam  and  Hawes,  also  ia  the  tributary 
streams,  but  there  is  plenty  of  it,  and  the  only  drawback 
to  fly  fishing  is  the  leaves.  At  present  it  is  a  difiieulDy  to 
cast  without  hooking  cna  or  more,  and  personally  I  shall 
be  very  pleased  when  the  water  is  clear  of  them.  When 
the  leaves  are  falling  thick  and  fast  I  have  for  many  years 
noticed  the  grayling  take  the  Green  Insect  and  the  Blue 
Hawk  with  green  body  more  freely  than  at  any  other 
time.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  arc  any 
quantity  of  insects  of  a  greenish  sbade  falling  into  the 
river  with  the  leaves.  These  two  flies  end  the  Dark 
Needle  have  killed  better  than  anything.  I  seldom  fish 
more  than  three  flies  on  a  cast  for  grayling,  and 
when  leaves  nearly  cover  the  pools  only  one !  With 
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le  fly  only  one_  leaf  can  be  hooked,  and  you  liive 

cbance  of  casting  between  and  over  them  at  risiog 
■h.     I  picked  up  a  splendid  dish  of  grayling.  Dr. 

Martin,  of  Chelmsford,  had  fine  sport.  He  called 
id  left  me  four  as  fine  Yoredale  grayling  lasb  Friday  as  I 
ive  seen  for  many  a  yew.  His  brother,  Mr.  R.  Martin, 
I  a  visit  from  Ceylon,  his  also  made  good  bags.  Mr.  0. 
icon,  at_  Middleham,  on  Saturday,  when  fishing  for 
idgeon  with  a  small  brandliag  worm,  hooked  and  landed 
nice  oike  of  61b.  He  was  very  prond  of  his  aohievement. 
he  Tore  has  fished  very  well  in  the  lower  reaches, 
■nseqnently  pood  returns  came  to  hand  from  Ripon, 
asham,  and  Tanfield.  Several  members  of  the  club 
ive  had  nice  sport  on  the  latter  water.    On  Friday  Mr. 

Pickerggill,  a  good  basket  of  Salmo  thymallus,  his 
eel  containing  at  the  end  of  the  day  twenty-nine  fish, 
■mprising  grayling  and  dace.  Mr.  Glenny,  Mr.  Hefford, 
id  others  had  also  fair  sport.  Mr.  J.  Kirk 
cured  sixteen  grayling  on  Saturday,  chiefly  with 
aggot  and  worm.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Kirk  and 
r.  J.  Culross  had  fair  sport  in  the  district  of  Ripon 
aongsh  the  grayling.  Several  anglers  have  been  seen 
it  at  Borobridge,  and  enjoying  good  sport  amongst  the 
ke,  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Several  pike  have  been 
npiht  below  the  bridge  at  Borobridge.    On  Saturday  Mr. 

Graesim  and  son  had  good  sport  by  spinning  the 
tural  bait,  their  basket  containing  some  nice  jack,  but 
>ne  of  them  ran  any  great  eizs— nothing  over  61b.  Mr. 

Moxon  secured  111b.  of  mixed  fish,  chiefly  rosch  and 
nb,  the  largest  chub  weighing  1  Jib. ;  several  of  the  roach 
eraged  from  Jib.  to  fib.  fish.  Sport  on  the  Onse  has 
en  good  in  the  district  of  York,  Bishopthorpe, 
jsster,  and  Naburn  Lock.  Several  anglers  have 
hed  in  the  district  of  Acaster  Malbis,  which  is  most 
pular  amongst  the  Leeds  and  York  anglers.  Several 
cd  baskets  have  been  got  with  the  aid  of  maggot, 
essrs.  Atkins,  Haddock,  White,  Martin,  and  Stanningley 
d  fair  sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon, 
r,  Gunnee  on  Monday  secured  a  fine  lot  of  roach  weigh- 
{  about  141b.  with  maggot.  Mr.  J,  B.  Walker,  and 
bars,  from  the  White  House  Angling  Club  (Leeds),  had 
septionally  good  sport;  several  good  roach  have  been  got 
lighing  over  lib.  Mr.  Mitchell  also  secured  a  fine  basket 

roach  weiehing  close  upon  71b.  ;  Mr.  Hope,  of  the 
r  Robert  Peel  (Leeds),  and  friends,  have  had  also 
r  sport  at  Acaster.  The  River  Derwent  has  improved 
ice  the  rains,  and  cleared  the  leaves  and  weeds 
■ay.  Sport  amongst  the  pike,  roach,  dace,  chub, 
d  grayling,  has  been  fair.  Several  anglers  have  been 
m  out  at  School  House  Hill,  Teddingham,  Ayton 
idge,  Kirkham,  and  Castle  Howard  j  saveral  anglers 
ve  secured  roach  weighing  from  IJlb.  to  close 
on  21b;  Mr.  Oliver  and  others  had  very  good  sport  in 
}  distr'cb  of  Malton,  which  is  fishing  extraordinarily  well 

■present ;  the  maggot  baa  again  accounted  for  the 
iviest  baekels.  On  the  Wharfe,  sport  on  the  upper 
iches  has  not  been  good  amongst  the  fly  fishermen.  A 
V  anglers  have  been  seen  out  at  Grassington,  Appletree- 
sk,  Barden,  and  Bumsall,  the  best  flies  being  Miller's 
irk  Xeedle,  R3d  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Snipe  and 
irple^and  Poult  Bloa.  Sport  on  the  length  of  Bolto* 
Bod  has  been  better.  This  particular  piece  of  water  can 
fished  by  staying  at  the  Devonshire  Arms  (proprietor, 

B.  Hagar),  Bolton  Abbey.  Very  few  anglers  have 
sn  seen  out  on  the  Ilkley  length,  but  the  lower  reaches 
the  Wharfe  have  been  visited  by  numerous  piseators. 
the  district  of  Collingham  and  Boston  sport  has  ruled 
J  best  amongst  the  roach  and  grayling.  Mr.  Gunee,  on 
iday,  secured  a  nice  lot  of  roach  weighing  71b.  Mr. 
rst  and  Mr.  T.  Child  had  very  good  sport  on  Saturday, 
sir  baskets  containing  nine  roach  and  dace  weighing  61b. 
issrs.  Bryon  and  Rippon  have  also  had  good  sport.  Mr. 
Pickersgill  and  J.  Pickersgill  ("Chappie")  secured 
,b.  of  mixed  fish  at  Tadcaster.  On  the  Ripley  Lake  sport 
i  been  good  amongst  the  chub.  Mr.  J.  Fawcett  and  Mr. 

Cartman  and  son  secured  about  301b.  of  fish.  The 
ule  has  also  been  fishing  well.  Three  members  of  The 
bin  Inn  Angling  Club,  Leeds,  visited  the  district  of 
ipton  Bridge  and  Topcliffe.  Mr.  G.  Singleton  weighing- 

ll^lb. ;  Mr.  Calvert,  61b.  of  mixed  fish,  chiefly 
leh.  perch,  dace,  and  grayling.  Also  another 
endid  catch  of  roach  and  chub  weighing  101b.  9|oz., 
Inding  a  chub  of  31b.  l|oz.  Mr.  F.  Ratter 
1  fair  sport  as  well,  hia  basket  of  roach  weigh- 
;  61b.  12  oz.  The  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers 
I  to  be  congratulated  on  the  result  of  netting  the  Canal 
rdens  on  Saturday.  The  result  of  the  netting  was 
rvellous,  especially  in  such  a  small  piece  of  water ;  they 
lored  about  300  roach,  all  good  fish,  averaging  from 
!.  to  jib.,  one  tench,  three  or  four  king  carp  (the  largest 
;rand  fish,  and  would  weigh  between  61b.  and  71b.),  also 
)nt  100  trout.  All  the  coarse  fish  were  transferred 
the  upper  lake,  and  the  trout  into  tho  Waterloo  Lake 
Roundhay.  A  few  anglers  have  fished  for  pike  in  this 
ter.  On  Saturday  afternoon  Mr.  Redding  secured  a  few 
k.  the  largest  weighing  41b.  On  Monday  several  Leeds 
{lers  visited  the  upper  like  after  the  taming  in  of  the  fish, 
I  most  successful  being  Mr.  P.  M.  Slater,  the  president 
the  Amalgamation  of  Leeds  Anglers.  News  has  just 
iched  me  that  several  of  the  Beckett  Arms  Angling 
lb  have  been  visiting  the  Derwent  at  Malton,  sport 
,ng  very  good.  The  five  largest  roach  weighed  over  81b. 
e  Nidd  still  keeps  in  very  bad  condition  owing  to  the 
rkings  of  the  Bradford  waterworks  above  Pateley 
idge.  Until  this  is  finished  sport  will  not  improve.  The 
jling  cluba  holding  the  river  are  Nidderdale  Angling 
sociation,  Harrogate  Conservative  Angling  Association, 
laresboro'  Angling  Club,  and  Knareaboro'  Joint  Anglers. 
I  of  them  have  been  thoroughly  disappointed,  fly  fishing 
Dg  out  of  the  question  throughout  this  year.  On 
esday,  Mr.  Tonfcs  and  Mr.  B.  Foxcroft  had  good  sport 
ongst  the  roach,  daoe,  and  chub  at  Tadcaster.  In  the 
ae  district  Mr.  E.  Ward  landed  a  fine  pike  in  grand 


condition  vveighing  10|lb.,  ciught  by  spinning  with  a  piece 
of  bright  tin  and  an  ordinary  domino  marked  five  and  one. 
This  is  rather  peculiar  taking  of  fish.  The  York  Fitz- 
william  Club  fished  their  last  match  of  the  teason  on 
Saturday  in  the  water  they  preserve  on  the  Derwent  at 
Malton.  Neither  weather  or  water  was  favourable,  and 
but  poor  takes  resulted.  J.  Gray  was  first;  H.  Read, 
second;  and  F.  Sealman,  third.  The  club  thank  Col. 
Legard  for  the  water  he  so  kindly  allows  the  members  to 
fish.— J.  E.  MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.-  The  salmon  fishing  in  the 
above  rivers  continues  to  be  fairly  good,  and  a  marked 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  Longtown  section  of 
the  Double  water.  Mr.  Graham,  Arthurst,  had  a  fine 
fish  of  261b.  with  Jock  Scott  fly  in  the  Longtown  water. 
Mr.  Budd  landed  one  of  241b.  in  the  Double  water, 
and  lost  another  one  in  the  water  between  Netherby  and 
Canonbie.  Mr.  Nichol,  staying  at  the  Graham's  Arms 
Hotel,  Longtown,  killed  half  a  dozen  fish  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  water,  the  weights  running  generally  bJtween 
191b.  and  271b.  Fishing  in  the  same  water,  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst  killed  two  ealmon,  weighing  22ilb.  and  201b.  All 
the  fish  were  in  grand  order,  most  of  them  having  sea  lice 
on  them,  and  fell  victims  to  the  famous  Jock  Scott  fly. 
Fish  are  numerous,  indeed  the  principal  pools  are  full  of 
salmon,  but  they  are  still  very  shy.  Fishing  in  the  Lang- 
holm water,  Mr.  T.  Bell  landed  a  fine  new  run  salmon 
weighing  211b.  below  the  town.  Mr.  Gray,  Tanlaw  Hill, 
has  had  several  salmon  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Mr.  A'Thompson,  Langholm,  caught  a  fine  salmon  of  301b. 
in  Langholm  water  on  Tuesday  morning.  The  Lang- 
holm Ledge  party  have  caught  several  new-run  salmon  in 
the  Duke  of  Bucclench's  reserved  water  below  Langholm. 
Fishing  in  the  Island  Pool,  His  Grace's  Chamberlain  caught 
three  fine  salmon  at  a  fishing,  weighing  from  12lb.  to  201b., 
and  at  a  subspquent  fishing  he  landed  a  fish  weighing  171b, 
in  the  Scaur  Pool,  Fair  sport  is  being  bad  in  the  Canonbie 
water.  Mr.  S.  McKune  leads  off  with  a  splendid  salmon 
weighing  351b.  Dr.  Bnirell,  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys 
Hotel,  Canonbie,  caught  two  salmon  in  the  Double  water 
weighing,  respectively,  191b.  and  131b.,  and  also  landed  one 
from  the  Round  Pool  weighing  141b.  Mr.  J.  Wylie, 
Canonbie,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  161b.  in  Bridge  Pool. 
Mr.  Dansey,  stajicg  at  the  Eskdile  Hotel,  Langholm, 
caught  a  salmon  of  15Jlb.  in  the  famous  Willow  Pool. 
Mr.  Todrick,  Haddington,  caught  one  of  221b.  in  Rowley's 
stream— a  splendid  stretch  of  water  close  to  the  Willow 
Pool.  Mr.  Pringle,  March  Bank,  on  the  Border,  landed  a 
fine  salmon  of  201b.  in  the  Double  water.  Mr.  T. 
Jameson,  Langholm,  caught  two  Ealmon  in  the 
Canonbie  water,  one  of  them  hocked  with  his  first 
cast  in  the  early  morning.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle 
below  Penton  Bridge,  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  Canonbie,  caught 
a  salmon  weighing  161b.  ;  Mr.  Jas.  Carruthers  had  a 
salmon  of  161b.  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  G.  Innes  caught 
a  small  salmon  near  the  viaduct  on  the  Liddle.  Mr.  Jas. 
Elliot  caught  a  salmon,  17ilb.,  in  the  upper  reaches;  Mr. 
Thos.  Beattie  had  one,  weighing  151b.,  in  the  same  water. 
Messrs.  Murray  and  Foster  have  each  been  fairly  suciessful 
in  the  upper  section  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  J.  Graham, 
Canonbie,  had  two  salmon  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Liddle.  In  the  Netherby  reserved  waters  of  the  Esk  good 
sport  has  been  had  by  the  Netherby  Hall  party.  Mr. 
Yates  landed  a  fine  fish  of  201b.  in  the  Cauldron  Pool— his 
favourite  pitch.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  Birmingham,  caught 
a  salmon  of  14Jlb.  in  the  Long  Pool  of  the  Esk.  Dr. 
Anderson  has  had  good  sport  above  Bridge  with  salmon, 
having  caught  one  in  Tommy's  Pool,  and  hooked  another 
in  the  Hush,  which,  however,  got  off.  Mr.  Davidson, 
Canonbie,  caught  a  small  salmon  in  Byreburnfoot  water ; 
and  Mr.  T.  Graham  had  one,  weighing  13 Jib.,  below 
Gilnockie  Bridge.   The  season  closes  on  Oct.  31.— Gil- 

NOCKIE. 

Daveron  (BanffsWre).— Owing  to  the  changeable 
nature  of  the  weather  anglers  are  not  enjoying  the  sport 
anticipited  at  the  close  of  the  season's  fishing.  In  the  end 
of  last  week  the  water  was  falling,  but  in  the  beginning  of 
the_  present  rain  fell  heavily,  which  again  raised  the  water, 
which  IS  now  running  in  large  volume,  and  in  discoloured 
condition.  With  the  heavy  water  some  fine  fish  have  been 
seen  ascending  tho  river,  and,  should  the  weather  keep 
more  favourable,  a  good  finish  might  be  got.  On  the 
Inverichnie  water,  on  the  15th,  a  salmon  of  151b.  was 
killed ;  on  the  17th.  two  fish,  of  91b,  and  101b.  ;  on  the 
19tb,  one  of  231b.  On  the  Eden  water  a  fish  of  201b.  was 
Srissed  on  the  17th.  On  the  Duff  House  water,  Mr. 
Williams  had  three  fish,  of  91b.i  101b.,  and  201b.  On  the 
Muiresk  water,  on  the  20th,  one  of  161b.  On  the  Inver- 
markie  Lodge  water,  Mr.  Wiffens  had  four  salmon  to  his 
rod,  weighing  from  71b.  to  12lb.  On  the  King  Edward 
burn,  a  small  stream  that  flows  into  the  Deveron  about 
four  miles  from  the  entrance,  a  number  of  salmon  and 
grilse  have  been  caught  this  season,  and  some  capital 
baskets  of  trout.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  Runcieman,  Castleton, 
killed  three  fish,  weighing  41b.,  51b.,  and  71b.  respectively. 
Mr.  Morgan  and  pirty  Itft  Invermarkie  Lodge  last  week, 
and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Edinglassie,  and  friends,  Edinglassie 
Lodge.  Mr.  Wood  and  party  left  Beldorney  Castle  on 
Tuesday.- H.  W. 

Inveraray.- Mr.  Shand,  fishing  the  Shira  from  the 
Argyll  Arms  Hotel,  had  five  sea  and  Dhuloch  trout, 
heaviest  41b. — Invekaky. 

Enappach  Pishory.— On  17th,  Mr.  M.  Robson,  one, 
161b.;  18th,  Mr.  R.  Bradford  (London  Piscatorials),  one, 
27Jlb. ;  20th,  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  one,  201b.  There  are  few 
fish  below  Banchory,  most  seem  to  run  past,  but  this 
season  the  run  is  poor.  More  fish  going  to  the  Don.  Many 
of  the  best  casts  here  are  giving  blank  days  in  succession, 
and  our  only  chance  seems  to  be  a  passing  fish.  The  water 


IS  fine,  but  fiah  are  still  running,  and  don't  seem  to  settle 
in  the  piols.— John  Jas.  Haedt 

Nortb-ISaBt  of  Scotland. — Fish  are  now  being  get 
freely  on  the  Dee,  from  Blair's  Eight  up  to  Aboyne,  over 
forty  miles  of  the  river.  On  the  Kirgcausie  section 
Prof.  Niven  creeled  three  of  average  weights,  and  Miss 
Forteecue  two  of  Olb.and  14lb.  On  the  Culter  section  one, 
two,  and  three  heavy  weights  are  beirg  got  daily,  while 
Major  Eastwood,  on  the  Drum  water,  has  not  had  a  blank 
day.  His  total  up  to  date  exceeds  thirty  fish,  all  to  the  fly. 
Last  week  Mr.  Gordon,  Aberdeen,  had  four  fish  ore  day 
on  the  Drum  and  Park  waters  scaling  from  Bib.  to  28ib„ 
while  Mr.  Ballough  and  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson,  cn  the  Middle 
and  Lower  Park  reaches,  are  daily  having  three  and  more 
fish,  mostly  heavy  weights,  and  chiefly  to  the  fly. 
Sir  Richard  Nicolsoc,  on  the  Altries  section,  had  seven, 
averaging  16lb.,  and  making  twenty  fish  for  the  short  time 
he  has  been  on  the  water.  On  the  Mnrtle  section,  Dr. 
McDonald  had  three  fish  one  day  last  week,  and  Dr. 
Stewart  several  on  his  section.  On  the  Durris  waters  Mr. 
Baird  and  party  era  having  excellent  sport.  On  the 
Crathcs  section,  Mr.  John  Hardy,  of  Hardy  Brothere, 
Alnwick,  bad  his  tenth  fish  on  Saturday  for  eight  days' 
fishing — a  beauty  of  27Jlb.,  with  sea  lice  adhering.  Dr.  J. 
Rutherford  and  Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch  are  also  angling  th's 
water.  On  the  Inchmarlo  water,  Mr.  Rivere  had  six  last 
week,  averaging  between  16lb.  and  181b. ;  and  Mr.  D. 
Davidson  several  on  the  Sluie.  On  the  Cairnton, 
Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley,  Lord  Penrhyn,  and  other 
rods  are  doing  fairly  well,  while  Mr.  JoJiff  had 
ten  on  Woodend.  On  the  Kincardine  waters  good 
sport  has  been  got  daily  by  Mrs.  Pickering  and 
guests,  but  details  from  this  quarter  are  not  to  hand. 
The  Don. — The  Don  is  literally  swarming  with  fish,  and 
every  tide  the  lower  pools  are  being  still  farther  augmented. 
Sport  is  being  got  all  the  way  up  from  the  sea  to  Tellie- 
fourie,  on  some  thirty  miles  of  the  river.  Lord  Playfair, 
on  the  Fintry  water,  had  ten  fish  last  week,  averaging 
161b.,  and  all  to  the  fly.  On  the  Grandholm  water  all 
the  rods  are  doing  well,  and  as  many  as  twenty  fish  and 
more  are  being  creeled  daily.  Lord  Suffolk  and  pirty 
(three  rods)  had  thirteen  on  Monday,  twelve  on  Tuesday, 
seven  on  Wednesday  (to-day),  and  so  on,  since  they  came. 
His  lordship  creeled  a  beauty  of  33ilb,  on  Friday  last, 
while  the  Countess  of  Suffolk  had  one  of  17Jlb,  On  the 
Kintore  Burgh  waters  excellent  sport  is  bsicg  got  both  to 
fly  and  phantom,  and  on  the  Inverurie  and  upper  waters 
the  season  has  been  the  best  daring  the  past  dozen  years. 
Ythan. — Excellent  sea  trout  angling  is  being  got  on  this, 
the  premier  sea  trout  stream  in  the  country,  while  not  a 
few  salmon  are  being  grassed  both  on  the  Ellon  Castle 
waters  and  Lord  Aberdeen's  resc'ies.  The  tidal  anglers 
have  had  a  first-class  season,  and  the  prospects  are  good 
for  the  close  on  Oct.  31.  Ugie. — On  the  Ugie  ca.pital 
sport  is  being  obtained.  Mr.  Wm.  Mackay,  Aberdeen, 
creeled  a  salmon  of  24Jlb.,  and  one  of  19;b.  Mr.  Hough, 
Kent,  had  two  fish,  ot  151b.  and  171b.  each.  Mr.  Andrew 
Murray,  Aberdeen,  killed  three,  of  151b.,  18Ib.,  and  201b,, 
respsctively  ;  and  Mr.  Taylor,  London,  had  a  fish  of  211b. ; 
while  Mr.  Scott,  Aberdeen,  creeled  one  cf  191b.  The 
finncck  fishing  also  continues  bright,  and  right  up  to  the 
end  of  the  month  the  prospects  are  of  the  best. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  in  this  district  have 
been  in  the  best  of  order  for  the  back-end  salmon  fishing, 
and  a  fair  cumber  of  good  fish  have  been  accounted  for 
since  last  notes.  The  best  of  the  captures  have  been  made 
in  the  middle  stretches,  but  it  may  be  remarked  that 
nothing  like  the  sport  of  former  years  is  being  had  on  any 
of  the  waters.  Fish,  indeed,  are  decidedly  scarce  in  many 
of  the  best  holding  pools.  At  present  no  fresh  fish  are 
running  from  the  sei.  Another  spate  would  probably 
bring  on  the  bast  show  of  the  season.  Some  rain  fell  this 
(Wednesday)  morning,  and  the  barometer  is  falling  this 
evening  slightly;  probably  wo  may  have  more  rain  in  a 
day  or  two.  Another  flood  would  carry  us  to  the  end  of 
the  season,  as  several  of  the  streams  will  close  their  rod 
fishing  on  Thursday  of  next  week.  The  Annan,  Nith, 
Eden,  and  Solway  Derwent  hold  on  fifteen  days  after 
that  date.  The  Annan  has  been  in  good  order  for 
the  salmon  fly,  but  fish  have  not  been  rising 
very  freely.  In  the  lower  waters  the  condition  of 
matters  have  shown  no  improvement  since  last  notes. 
Salmon  are  extraordinarily  scarce  in  the  lower  and  tidal 
reaches,  and  not  a  single  one  has  been  seen  to  rise  for  a 
considerable  time.  Any  fish  that  have  been  landed  have 
been  taken  in  the  middle  reaches.  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  Post 
Office,  Glasgow,  had  two  or  three  sea  trout  in  the 
Galabank  water  with  worm  bait,  and  two  or  three 
herling  were  taken.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  the 
Luce  keeper  killed  a  salmon  of  20lb.  On  Thursday  Mr. 
Pasley-Dirom  killed  one  of  23lb.  out  of  the  Back-of-the- 
WooQ  pool.  On  the  same  day  his  keeper,  Andrew  Bell, 
took  one  of  181b.  in  the  same  pool.  In  Hoddom  water  the 
sport,  with  one  exception,  has  been  confined  to  the 
keepers.  Thomas  Reid,  one  of  the  keepers,  killed  two 
last  week,  both  over  20lb.,  and  A.  Dalziel  had  one. 
Another  of  the  keepers  at  the  castle,  Jim  Mosscrop, 
had  one  on  Saturday  of  19lb.,  and  Mr.  John  Rie, 
The  Firs,  was  broken  with  a  big  fish.  On  Monday 
Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  Ednam  Annan,  hooked  one  in 
the  Bridge  pool,  and  after  an  exciting  fight  landed 
a  clean-run  silvery  male  fish  of  fully  201b.  It  was 
caught  with  a  Brown  Turkey  Fly.  In  the  Murraythwaite 
water  above  the  Hoddom  stretch  Mr.  Wm.  Murr-iy,  the 
laird  of  Murrajthwaite,  killed  one  of  231b.  Mr.  Wm.  O. 
Bfll-Irving,  of  Milkbank,  had  threa  of  7Ib  ,  151b.,  and 
25ib.  each  in  Castlemilk  water.  In  the  Four  Towns 
water  Mr.  Varrie,  Lockerbie,  had  one  of  201b.  Mr.  Thoe. 
Dabie,  Moffat,  had  one.  The  waters  are  too  clear  and  low 
in  the  higher  portions  for  the  salmon  fly  this  week.  The 
Nith, — The  pools  have  been  in  good  order  for  fly.  Like 
the  other  Solway  rivers,  fish  are  very  scarce  indeed  in  the 
lower  portions,  and  notbiog  worth  reporting  has  been 
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done.  In  the  private  reaches  of  the  middle  waters  several 
salmon  hayp  been  caught,  but  I  did  not  learn  the  weights. 
In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  waters  below  the  ducal  village  of 
Thornhill  two  or  three  nice  salmon  have  been  landed,  but 
I  have  not  heard  what  the  quality  of  the  sport 
has  teen  in  the  private  waters  above  Nith  Bridge. 
The  stretches  below  Sanquhar  are  rather  low  this  week 
for  salmon  fishing.  The  Galloway  Rivers — These 
waters  have  been  in  cipital  ply,  and  a  few  salmon  have 
been  taken  by  the  rods  on  the  d  ffcjrent  rivers  with  fly. 
Owing  to  some  of  the  waters  being  in  private  hands  the 
sport  is  not  allowed  to  transpire.  I  hear,  however,  that 
very  few  fish  have  been  killed  this  back-end  by  the  rode, 
though  the  pools  have  been  occupied  daily.  Ayrshire 
EivEHs. — Salmon  are  pretty  scarce  this  autumn  in  the 
Ayrehire  rivers.  Darirg  the  past  week  only  odd  salmon 
have  been  accounted  for  Dy  anglers.  The  Girvan  has  been 
in  good  order,  and  so  has  the  Ayr.  On  the  private  waters 
a  few  fish  have  been  killed,  varying  in  weights  from  9Ib. 
to  about  201b.  Salmon  are  not  plentiful,  and  many  rods 
have  not  so  far  had  the  pull  of  a  fieh  this  bick-end. 
The  Solway  Derwent. — This  river,  wrl  es  my  corre- 
spondent, i3  in  rice  order  this  week,  but  unless  raia  comes 
ehoitly  the  pools  will  be  dead  low  for  the  fly.  Several 
big  fish  have  been  seen  rising  in  each  pool,  though  for  a 
day  or  two  past  they  have  not  been  showing  themselves. 
AmoDK  the  more  successful  anglers  have  been  the  follow- 
ing :  Mr.  T.  Pi  lok,  fishing  tackle  dealer,  killed  a  fine  one 
of  19J!b.  in  Banks  Pool  with  fly;  Mr.  J.  Wilkinson 
had  two  in  the  Cradles  Pool ;  Mr.  R,  Hewitt  landed  two 
out  of  Cannawath  Pool  and  the  Castle  Pool ;  Mr.  J. 
Soulsby  had  two  good  fish,  of  23|lb.  and  22!b.,  ia  Banks 
Pool;  Mr.  J.  Newman  landed  gooa  fish  of  231b.,  181b.,  and 
16!b.  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Hubbert  took  two,  of  181b.  each.  The 
above  were  caught  in  the  waters  at  Cockermouth.  Lower 
down,  in  the  Broughton  portion,  Mr.  Jas.  Newman,  Great 
Bropghton,  killed  two,  of  121b.  and  161b.  respectively; 
Mr.  G.  S.  Wilson,  Broughton  Grange,  had  one  of  19'b  ; 
Mr,  J.  Eelph,  Little  Broughton,  one  of  111b. ;  Mr.  John 
Atkinson,  Penny  Bridge,  killed  one  of  12lb. ;  and  Mr. 
John  Liater,  Great  Broughton,  one  of  19 Jib.  Other 
catches  beeides  the  above  have  been  made. — Heather- 
bell. 

South  Uisb  (Loohboisdals  Hotel).— In  Lower 
Kildonan  on  Oct.  20,  Mr.  HimishiStaartbad  ten  sea  trout, 
10|ib.  (best  fish  4ilb.,  3!b.,  and  31b.).  In  a  basket  of 
32  Jib  ,  killed  by  the  same  angler  on  the  previous  day,  a  fine 
tidal  trout  of  8^1b.  and  a  sea  trout  of  61b.  were  lincluded. 
The  Red  Stuart  (smaller  sizs)  has  been  the  taking  fly.  The 
weather  is  oilm  and  cold,  and  the  fish  have  Uea  stiff, 
rising  only  to  very  small  flies  on  fine  gut. 

Spsy  (Morayshire).— la  a  report  of  the  supsrin- 
tenoeni  of  the  Spey  Fishery  Board,  submitted  to  a  meeting 
hell  the  other  day,  it  was  stated  that  a  million  salmon  ova 
were  hatched  within  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
hatchery  at  Fochabers  during  last  winter  and  spring.  The 
fry,  on  attaining  the  age  cf  seven  or  eight  weeks,  were 
deposited  in  the  Sceyin  the  early  summer  months.  The 
quality  of  the  fish  last  year  was  quite  equal  to  that  of  the 
previous  year.  The  rearing  ponds  concected  with  the 
hatchery  were  maintained,  and  had  proved  a  great  success, 
80  OOO  fry  having  been  put  into  them  during  the  summer 
of  1899.  Duiing  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July  last, 
the  fry  had  become  fine  specimens  of  yearling  salmon  parr, 
with  a  sprinkling  of  smolts  among  Ihem.  By  the  spring 
of  text  year  it  is  expected  that  they  will  have  beosme 
salmon  smelts.  His  Grace  contemplates  adding  both  to 
the  hatchery  and  reaiing  ponds.  The  Euperintendent 
recommcEded  that  the  matter  of  the  destruction  of 
thousands  of  smolts  by  coalfish  during  the  annual  migra- 
tion cf  the  smolts  to  the  sea  in  April,  May,  and  June 
should  be  laid  before  the  Fishery  Board  of  Scotland,  and 
that  the  board  should  be  asked  to  trawl  the  estuary  with 
one  of  their  bnats  during  the  smolting  season. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot.  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Disappointing  salmon  fishing  had  occurred  in  the  above 
rivers  until  the  middle  of  October,  when  several  flooc's 
made  things  look  more  cheery,  and  as  a  grand  run  of 
salmon  has  taken  place  in  the  main  river,  grand  soort  has 
been  had  on  all  the  stretches  during  the  past  ten  days.  On 
all  the  upper  waters  there  are  also  plenty  of  fish,  so  it  is 
stated,  and  good  sport  lhare  should  also  be  got  during  the 
back-end  feison;  The  st"ck  of  fish  in  the  lower  and 
middle  districts  is  cot  so  large  as  ia  seme  previous  j^irg, 
but,  all  the  same,  sport  has  been  good  on  all  these 
fastnesses.  There  are  atill  a  good  many  fish  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tweed,  and  ia  the  hay  outside,  and  it  ia  anticipated 
that  with  favourable  weather  conditions  an  excellent  back 
end  campaign  will  hi  the  result.  The  Teviot,  which  is  a 
late  liver,  also  holds  a  few  fish,  but  up  to  date  only  some 
half-dozen  have  been  got,  the  successful  anglers  being 
Major  Pdton,  cf  Crarlirg,  two  salmon;  Mr.  Richard 
Ormston,  one  salmon  ;  Mr.  R.  Robertson,  one  ;  while  one 
fish  was  taken  by  a  gentleman  in  the  Jedbur«h  district  of 
the  river,  all  the  others  having  been  killed  in  the 
Kelso  district.  The  rivers  are  in  spier  did  ply  to- 
day (Wednesday)  in  the  Kelso  district,  and  the 
weather  ia  magriScent  for  salmon  anglicg.  The  follow' 
ing  are  the  salmon  takes  for  the  past  fortnight  or 
so  :  On  the  E  Jnam  House  water,  on  Wednesday  Ia<t,  jast 
at  the  darkening,  Mr.  Wood,  the  lessee,  hooked  atd 
euccessfully  landed  the  largest  fish  of  the  season  in  the 
Kelso  district,  and  we  have  heard  of  no  other  fiah  caught 
ty  rod  being  heavier.  Thia  fi^h  turned  the  scale  at  3Ub., 
atd  nss  caught  with  a  White  Wing  FJy,  and  gave  excalletit 
ep  »rtto  i  s  ciptor  before  being  landed.  (>n  Monday  ot  the 
previous  week  he  bad  four  fish,  weigbir?  17'b  ,  171b.,  16ib., 
-BLd  191b. ;  on  the  Hendersyde  watfr  (Sir  E  cbard  Waltie 
Griffi-.h's,  Bart.,  cf  Hendersyde  Park)  .n  Oct.  12,  Mr 
Thomas  Pringle,  Webtwocd  Cottage,  K"'to,  had  thne 
sOmon,  of  I'lb.,  14Ib.,  101b.,  and  one  g  ilse  of  5J  b, 
15  h,  Sir  Richard  himself  had  five  fish,  of  191b.,  J9b.i 
181b.,  161b  ,  14ib.,  ard  three  grilse,  of  91b.,  71b.,  and  olb 


following  day  he  had  two,  of  191b.  and  22ilb.    On  the 
same  day  and  same  water,  Captaia  Stanton  had  a  5Jlb. 
sea  trout.    Oct.  17,  Sir  R'c'aard,  two  salmon,  of  161b.  and 
17ib.,  one  grilse  of  91b.,  and  one  sea  trout  of  4lb.  ;  18:h, 
Sir  Richard,  four  salmon,  of  221b  ,  17Jlb.,  15Jlb.,  and 
lUb.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b;  on  the  19ch  the  same  angler 
had  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.,  and  two  salmon,  of  151b.  and  18Jlb. ; 
on  the  20th,  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle  killed  one  81b.  grilte  and 
two  salmon,  of  IGJlb.  and  181b.    Oa  the  Floors  uoper  sni 
lower  waters  soma  grand  sport  has  been  had  by  His  Graca 
the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  and  Mr.  Ley,  the  following  of 
which  are  the  particulars,  together  with  other  salmon  fishing 
news  :  On  the  upper  water  at  Floors,  on  Oct.  17,  Mr.  John 
Starkey  landed  five  salmon,  191b.,  171b  ,  171b.,  151b,,  and 
9.b. ;  and  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  one  of  211b.    Mr.  Ley,  on  the 
18th,  had  three  salmon,  231b.,  171b.,  and  161b.,  and  one 
grilse  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Starkey,  a  grilse  of  91b.  On  the  19oh, 
Mr.  Ley  caught  four  salmon,  2Ub.,  19ib.,  191b.,  and  8ib.  ; 
and  Mr.  Starkey,  eight,  2111:.,  191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b., 
181b.,  121b.,  and  Sib.    On  the  20th,  Mr.  Ley  had  four 
salmon,  201b.,  201b.,  181b.,  and  151b.;  and  Mr.  Starkey, 
two,  211b.  and  161b.,  and  a  61b.  grilse.    On  the  22ad,  Mr. 
Ley  caught  eight  salmon,  211b.,  191b.,  161b,,  151b,,  121b., 
llib.,  91b.,  and  91b.;  Mrs.  Ley,  three,  161b.,  141b,,  and 
121b. ;  and  Mr.  Starkey,  five,  2  lib.,  161b.,  151b.,  81b.,  and 
8lb.    Yesterday  (23rd),  Mr.  L»y  caught  six,  weighing 
221b.,  18Ib.,  171b.,  17ib,,  171b  , and  121b. ;  and  Mr,  Starkey, 
five,  221b.,  181b.,  171b.,  151b.,  and  13lb.    The  total  for  the 
week  was  fifty-seven  salmon  and  grilse.    On  the  lower 
water  at  Floors,  on  the  17th,  Mr.  Mann  caught  two  salmon, 
151b.  and  171b.    On  the  19. h,  Capt.  Beaumont  had  two, 
of  111b.  and  121b. ;  and  Lord  Charles  Fitzmaurice,  one  of 
181b.  Oa  Monday,  th9  Dake  of  Roxburghe  caught  sixteen 
salmon,  weighing  221b  ,  2Ub  ,  181b.,  181b.,  17ib,,  161b., 
151b.,  151b.,  141b.,  141b.,  9;b  ,  91b.,  91b.,  71b.,  6lb.,  and  Clb. 
— an  aggregate  weight  of  2161b. ;  and  yesterday  his  Grace 
had  four  salmon,  19ib.,  171b.,  U^lh  ,  and  131b.,  and  a  grilse 
of  41b.  On  the  Makerstoun  water,  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Scott 
McDongall,  killed  five  salmon  on  Monday,  making  a  total 
of  twelve  fish  for  a  week's  fishing.    On  the  Sproaaton 
water,  Capt.  Trotter  had  one  fish  of  24!b.,  and  on  Satur- 
day he  had  five,  of  181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  141b. 
On  the  Elnam  Housa  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Wood  had 
five  fish  weighing,  respectively,  61b.,  7ib,,  141b.,  151b,, 
and  17ib.    On  Tuesday,  on  the  lower  water,  he  had  two, 
of  17ib.  and  71b.  ;  and  on  the  upper  water,  one  of  181b. 
and  one  of  Clb.    Oa  the  Teviot,  on  Monday,  Mr.  James 
Plummer,  merchant,  Kelso,  had  a  nice  fish  of  about  161b. 
on  the  "  Jacks  "  Pool;  whila  Mr.  Ormston  li'led  hie  fish 
on  the  Castle  Pool  and  was  also  of  the  same  weight.  Oa 
the  Pavilion  water  at  Melrose,  on  Oct.  17,  Count  Chapelle 
killed  two  salmon,  18'.b.  and  201b.,  and  one  101b.  sea  trout. 
Mr.  Russell  and  party,  on  the  Rutherford  water,  have  had 
grand  sport  also,  but  details  are  not  to  hand.  Excellent 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  various  sections  of  the  Mertoun 
water.    The  particulars  arj  not  given,  but  it  is  said  that 
one  od  had  eleven  fish  one  day,  and  others  had  eight  and 
seven  on  separate  days,  and  some  fifty  or  sixty  fiah  must 
have  been  taken  during  last  week.   At  Makerstoun,  Lord 
Wandsworth  and  friends  killed  twenty  fiah  from  Tuesday 
to  Saturday  last  week — nineteen  salmon  weighing  up  to 
221b.  and  a  grilse  of  8ib.    On  the  Hendersyde  water,  on 
Monday,  Col.  Boswall  Preston  had  six  salmon,  of  22 Jib., 
2llb.,  191b..  15Jlb.,  121b.,  lUb.,  and  three  grilse,  of  61b., 
61b.,  and  6Jlb. ;  on  the  following  day  he  had  one  salmon 
ot  171b.    On  the  Birgbam  water,  loelonging  to  Lord  Home, 
the  following  takes  have  been  got :  Oct.  17,  Mr.  C 
Hunter,   four  salmon,  91b.,  151b.,  161b.,   161b  ;  18th, 
Gen.  Fielding,  three  fish,  16!b,,  81b.,  and  6!b. ;  19:h. 
Lord  Cairns,  three,  18ib.,  18lb.,  and  14!b. ;  and  Perkinsj 
five,  51b.,  71b.  81b.,  181b.,  and  241b. ;  20th,  Lord  Cairns, 
four  salmon.  81b.,  81b.,  9lb.,  181b.;  22ad,  Lord  Cairns, 
five  fish,  of  201b.,  191b,,  18ib.,  181b,,  and  151b.  Mr.  Wood, 
on  the  Bdnam  House  water,  on  Tuesday,  had  four,  of  17ib, , 
171b.,  71b.,  and  71b.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— Contrary  to  expectation  the 
weather  thia  week  wag  very  unfavourable  to  angling,  and 
as  a  result  little  was  done  on  local  waters.  Towards  the 
close  of  last  week  a  few  good  bags  of  brown  trout  were 
killed  on  Woodburn  Dams,  some  of  the  fish  running  up  to 
31b.  The  season  closes  on  tha  dams  on  Oct.  81.  The 
Ligan  is  rather  high  for  fishing.  0  wing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  season  white  trout  in  the  Sbimna,  Moneycaragh,  &o., 
are  not  rising  well  to  the  fly,  but  some  fair  takes  were 
made  on  the  worm  in  the  latter  stream  recently.  The 
season  comes  to  a  close  all  over  Antrim  and  Down  on 
Oct.  31.— J.  A.  B. 

Dublin  and  District.— The  season  ia  rapidly  draw 
ing  to  a  close  in  the  Dublin  district.  Already  the  seasjn 
has  terminate!  on  Ward  River  and  Broadmeadow  Water, 
and  on  Oct.  30  the  season  of  1900  ends  on  the  Liffey  and 
its  tiibutaiie?,  and  the  Santry,  Tolka,  Dodder,  Bray, 
Vartry,  Dargle,  and  all  the  streams  running  into  the  sea 
between  the  Skerries  and  Wioklow.  The  Vartry  includes 
the  reservoirs  of  the  Dublin  Corporation.  Although 
salmon  are  on  the  increase  in  the  Liffey — thaiks  to  the 
increasing  purity  cf  the  water — there  was  a  little  falling 
off  in  the  number  of  fish  killed.    In  the  lower  reaches  of 


Thb  Great  Succks,S  that  has  rewarded  the  philanthropic 
efforts  to  provide  the  public  with  good  music  in  our  pirlss  is 
shown  by  tbe  large  appreciative  crowds  who  linger,  with  evident 
delight,  near  the  various  bandstands.  Tlie  creation  of  the 
healiliy  taste  for  harmony  will,  in  timj,  yield  good  frait  in  giving 
the  people  a  liliing  for  a  higher  state  of  civilisation  and  a 
yearning  for  that  which  is  good,  noble,  and  true.  Holloway'a 
remedies  worli  a  similar  miracle  with  the  organisation  of  the 
body.  The  Pills,  by  their  purifying  iiifiuencs,  cleanse  the  blood  ; 
and  the  Ointment  gives  strength  and  energy  to  the  system 
Disease  is  driven  out  of  its  stronghold,  and  health  once  again 
resumes  its  sway. 


the  Liffey,  between  Leixleap  and  Luoan,  there  was  an 
improvement  in  coarse  fishing. — J.  A,  B. 

Uoy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cnlleu  (Ballina,  co. 
BIa>o). — Mr.  Lee  and  fiiend,  fishing  for  sea  trout  on  the 
river,  killed,  in  four  days,  sixty-nine  trout,  681b.,  and 
landed  seven  salmon.  Some  pi^e  have  been  got  on  the 
lakes  by  the  natives,  largest  24Jlb.  Wildfowl  shooting 
good. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconuell).-^The  river  has  fallen  a 
little,  and  most  of  the  pools  are  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  H,  Hodges  killed,  on  the  19th,  one  peal, 
61b  ,  one  salmon,  191b. ;  22nd,  one  salmon,  61b. ;  23rd,  one 
salmon,  9Jlb.  On  Prospect,  the  fishermen  killed,  on  the 
22ad,  one  peal,  7Jlb.  Oa  Mr.  E  T.  Ingham's  Castle 
Fishery,  Major  Whitaker  killed,  on  the  19th,  one  salmon, 
241b. ;  on  the  same  water  the  fishermen  killed,  on  the 
23rd,  one  salmon,  191b.— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Nov.  2,   Neap  tides  : 


Scarborougb 


Yarmouth 


Lowestoft 
Aldeburgh 
Harwich  ,., 


Burnham-on-  } 
Crouch/ 

Southend,  Sheer-) 
nesa,  and  LeighJ 

Margate,  Broad- ■» 
stairs,  &  Bams-  > 
gate,  ) 

Deal  and  Dover,., 


Hastings  , 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  > 

Newhaven   

Shoroham  and) 
Southwlck  ]■ 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

Plymouth  , 


Sat, 

Son.  1  Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

FrI. 

a  m, 

5.55 
p.m. 
6.12 

am. 

6  32 
p.m. 
6.52 

a  m 
7  It 

p  m, 
7.38 

a.m 
8.  4 
p  m. 
8.32 

a.m. 

9.  2  ' 
p  m 
9  36 

a.m. 

10.15 
p.m. 

10.65 

am. 
11  33 
p.m. 

10.5.3 
11.11 

11.29 
11.47 

0.  7 

0.29 
0.55 

1.26 
2.  1 

2.39 
3  .17 

3  35 

4  31 

11.26 
11,53 

Oil 

0.29 
0.49 

l.ll 

1.37 

2.  8 
2.43 

3.21 
3.63 

4  37 
5,13 

0  23 

0.41 

0.59 

1,17 
1.37 

1.59 
2.25 

2.56 
3  31 

3.39 
4.47 

5.25 
6.  1 

1.34 
1.51 

2.  9 
2.27 

2.45 
3.  5 

3  26 
3„50 

4.17 
4.47 

5.20 
6.57 

6.39 
7.211 

1.45 
2.  2 

2.20 
2.38 

2.56 
3.16 

3.37 
4,  1 

4.28 
4,58 

6.31 
6.  8 

6.80 

7.31 

2  2  ,3 
2.39 

2.56 
3.15 

3,35 
3.56 

4,18 
4.42 

5.  9 
6.40 

6.15 
6.54 

7,35 
8.1(; 

1.26 
1,42 

1.59 
2.12 

2  32 

2.69 

3.21 
3.45 

4,12 
4.43 

6.18 

6,57 

6,3.'> 
7,V.i 

0.  42 

1.  1 

1.20 
130 

1,59 
2.21 

2.45 
3,11 

3.39 
4.  9 

4,40 
5.14 

5.411 
6.24 

0.26 
0.45 

1.  4 
1.23 

1,43 
2.  5 

2,30 
2.55 

3.23 
3-53 

4.24 
4.-59 

6,3;) 
6,l:: 

0.52 
1.10 

1 

1.30     2.  9 
1.49  1  2.31 

1 

2  55 
3.21 

3.49 
4.19 

4.60 
6  24 

6.61) 
6.34 

0.  49 

1.  5 

1.21 

1.38 

1..57 
2.19 

2.43 
3.  9 

3.40 
4.14 

4.60 
6.31 

6  14 
6.6.) 

I.IO 
1.29 

1.48 
2.  8 

2.27 
2.49 

3,14 
3.39 

4.  7 
4.37 

,   5.  8 
6.42 

6,17 
6.56 

1.14 
1.32 

1,50  1  2.27 
2.  8  2.49 

3.13 
3.38 

4,  7 

4  38 

6.12 

6,62 

6  36 
7.  7 

7.3S 
7,54 

8.11  '  8.45 
8.27     9.  7 

9.31 
9.67 

10.26 
10.69 

11.36 

0.17 
0.6* 

Ballinskelligfs.  —  Sport  is  now  good  in  all  depart 
menta.  On  one  day,  Messrs.  Sugrue,  Dennehy,  Connor 
and  Fitzpatrick  caught  135  whiting,  seventy-six  gurnard 
and  fifteen  bream.  On  Monday,  four  anglers  ha( 
139  gurnard,  sixteen  bream,  twenty-four  mackerel,  an( 
ten  various,  in  about  three  hours,  in  the  small  bay.  Oi 
Tuesday,  Messrs.  J.  J.  Kelly,  and  P.  O' Sullivan,  fishinj 
with  two  professionals,  caught  417  fish,  principally  garnai 
and  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballyc  )tbon. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  here  a 
pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  haddocks.  Fall  details  o 
all  the  sport  had  have  not  been  obtained,  but  it  wonli 
appear  that  all  anglers  out  scored  well. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Sport  has  been  good  at  and  around  thi 
station  since  last  report.  The  fiah  had  chiefly  consisted  o 
pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  pollack.  The  outlook  fo 
the  next  few  days  ia  very  good,  as  the  conditions 
weather  and  water  are  all  that  could  be  desired. — T.  J.  D 

Brigfhton, — Boat  anglers  continue  to  have  fairly  goo 
sport  With  silver  whiting,  pout,  and  dabs.    On  the  19th 
wind  off  land  and  calm  sea — there  were  twelve  boats  off  th 
Hospital  ground,  six  off  Kemp  Town,  and  two  off  Blac 
Rook.— H. 

Burnham-on-Cronoh.— During  the  past  week  som 
very  fair  takes  of  fish  have  been  had  by  the  trawlers  an 
red  anglers.  George  Bourne,  with  a  party  in  the  Vidoru 
had  eighty-one  fish — some  good  dabs,  but  the  whiting  ra 
rather  small.  The  local  fishermen,  with  thair  sprools  an 
hoop  nets,  have  had  good  takes  of  whiting,  dabs,  flounders 
and  several  codling.  Several  of  the  latter  fish  must  bav 
weighed  close  on  61b.  Mr.  Tomes  and  party,  out  wit 
"Teddy"  Bird,  trawling,  had  a  good  take  of  soles  an 
dabs,  and  were  highly  satisfied  with  their  few  hours'  outinf 
Several  rod  anglers  out  on  the  21st,  in  W.  Yardley  an 
W.  Hawe's  boats,  had  an  average  of  a  score  and  half  flfi 
each,  among  which  was  a  codling  of  about  2,^lb.  Big 
water  on  the  28ih,  at  3  6  p.m.,  which  will  suit  thot 
trawling,  but  am  afraid  the  tide  will  run  too  strong  f( 
rodsmen,- J.  Wright. 

Castletown  (oo.  Cork).— First-class  sport  is  belt 
bad  here  at  various  fish.  On  one  day  five  anglers  had  4t 
fish  in  a  comparatively  short  time.  Other  good  takes  hav 
been  recorded.  The  fish  principally  had  were  poUacl 
gurnard,  whiting,  garfish,  haddock,  and  cod.  The  bei 
all-round  baits  were  strips  out  off  the  tails  of  free 
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mackerel.  Those  are  easily  procurable  here  just  now.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Darrjrnane  (co.  Cork).  —  Sport  has  beea  really 
good  around  here  since  last  rtport,  all  fish  usually  had  at 
this  time  of  the  year  beiaer  had  in  sood  numbers.  It  would 
take  up  too  much  spxce  to  give  (all  details  of  all  the  tikes 
had.— T.  J.  D, 

_  Deal  (The  Pier). — Pier  fishing  has  not  shown  much 
signs  of  improvement  during  the  last  few  daya,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  water  being  adverse  to  such.  Several  good 
bags  of  cjdling  and  whicing  hive  baen  made  at  night,  and 
a  few  forfeunite  anglers  have  daily  far  outs^jrippad  tlieir 
ODmpanions  in  the  weight  of  their  catches.  Mr.  Varney, 
on  the  night  of  Saturday  last,  took  fifteen  codling  and 
seventeen  whiting,  in  addition  to  smaller  varieties  ;  and 
Mr.  Bilph  had  an  almost  equally  good  bag  on  Tuesday 
night.  The  week's  catches  have  included  Mrs.  Cjuzens, 
Mrs.  Brooks,  Mrs.  Mansfield,  Mrs.  Mirtia,  Miss  Deiue, 
MisB  Mew,  Miss  Leaoh,  Mrs.  Smyth,  Mrs.  Dodd.  Miss 
Busby,  and  Messrs.  Dodd,  Vaughan,  Holt,  Julim, 
Howells,  Morse,  Harris,  Pdlkner,  Couzsns,  Wrightson, 
Cathie,  Bowles,  Humel,  Martin,  Correll,  Dean,  Davis, 
Hicks,  Hammond,  Hedges,  Pickup,  Sparke,  Hillier, 
Thomas,  Bushnell,  Simmons,  Urmston,  and  several 
juveniles.  Mr.  Dodd,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Martin  and 
nis  two  SODS,  and  Mr.  Barsill  have  made  the  heaviest 
daylight  catches  cf  the  present  week,  though  faw  of  the 
fish  tiken  have  exceeded  2lb.  in  weight.  Mr.  Thomas 
has  hid  the  pollack  fishing  practically  in  his  own 
hands,  but  the  continued  discolouration  of  the  water  has 
daily  marred  his  sport,  and  small  numbers  have  resulted. 
Mr.  G.  Bead  Clarke  and  Dr.  de  Souzi  realised  fair  sport 
in  a  boat  on  Tuesday,  their  resultant  catch  being  five 
codling,  and  just  over  thirty  whiting  and  pouting.  On  the 
afternoon  of  this  day  the  upper  deck  of  the  pier  presented 
a  lively  appearance,  no  fewer  than  fifty-six  rods  and  lines 
then  bristling  in  the  sunshine.  Mr.  Bowles  met  with 
some  success  early  on  Wfidaesday  morning,  while  later  in 
the  day  the  Brothers  Martin,  Mr.  Dodd,  Mr.  Hammond, 
and  Mr.  Bursill  did  extremely  well  as  matters  now  rule, 
the  last-named  gentleman  taking  a  basket  of  very  fine 
pouting  on  the  atcernoon's  tide.  The  water  is  now  some- 
what clearer,  and  rapid  improvement  shou'.d  taks  plaoe  in 
the  fishing  throughout  the  next  few  tides. — J.  Bichardson 
(B.8.A.S.). 

Deal. — ThurEdiy,  Oct.  18,  takes  of  fish  rather  small, 
but  I  understand  G.  B.  Clark  landed  ten  score  whiting, 
beeides  pout  and  other  fish.  Friday,  wind  N.N.E.,  fresh 
first  pfrt  of  day,  and  aboutlOa  m.  the  weather  moderated. 
Two  local  fishermen  put  out  in  the  bay  and  landed  with 
ten  score  each,  bfs'des  flitlish,  pouts,  and  a  few  cDdling, 
Friday  eve  brought  down  several  anglers,  and  Saturday 
Mr.  Vaughan  and  friend,  five  score  and  three  codling; 
Mr.  Wholgenruth  and  friend,  six  score  ;  Mr.  Bill,  five 
score ;  Mr.  Forrester  and  friend,  seven  and  a  half  score, 
acd  a  few  pout ;  Messrs.  Slade  and  Debenham,  seven  and 
a  half_ score  mixtures,  and  five  codling;  Dr.  Patterson, 
Mr.  Litchfield,  and  friend,  five  score,  six  whiting,  and  five 
dabs ;  Mr.  Minchin  and  friend,  three  score ;  Mr.  Nunn 
and  Marshall,  seven  Eoore.  Sunday,  wind  N.N.W., 
strong  ;  too  much  for  smill  boats,  and  the  gener- 
ality of  anglers  put  out  in  galley  punts ;  Mr.  For- 
rester and  friend,  three  and  a  half  score  whiting, 
and  about  one  score  pout ;  Mr.  Percival  and  friend, 
two  score  fifteen  whiting,  pout,  and  dabs  ;  Mr. 
Woodfield  and  friend,  three  score  fourteen  whiting,  one 
dab,  and  three  codling ;  Mr.  Slade  and  Debenham,  thrae 
score  and  two  whiting  pout,  and  one  dab ;  Messrs.  Grube, 
Hill,  and  brother,  four  score  one  and  two  codlin? ;  Messrs. 
Nunn,  Marshall,  and  Dr.  Patterson,  three  score  and  four 
whiting,  two  and  a  half  score  pout,  and  three  codling. 
Monday,  noon,  wind  dropped  away.  Mr.  Nunn  put  out 
and  landed  with  only  two  whiting.  Tuesdiy,  wind  N.W  , 
fine,  water  very  thick.  Nothing  particular  to  report. 
Wednesday,  wind  westerly,  fine.  Local  fishermen  landed 
fair  tak^s  of  fine  whiting,  and  s^me  fair  takes  of  good 
codling.— Edwd,  Hanger  (Kenwyn,  North  Parade). 

Dingle. — The  weather  has  been  just  the  thing,  and 
sport  has  been  good  in  all  departments,  especially  those  of 
mackerel,  pollack,  bream,  gurnard,  and  silver  whiting. 
Bass  and  mullet  have  given  better  sport  than  they  have 
given  at  any  period  of  the  season  heretofore.— T.  J.  D. 

Powey_  (Corn-wall).— At  time  of  writing  (Oct.  21) 
we  .are  still  having  fine  weather,  and  good  sport  with 
pollack.  Thomas  Grose,  boatman,  and  another  took  forty 
large  pollack  on  the  18th,  thirty  on  the  19th,  and  fourteen 
on  the  20th,  besides  other  fish. — H. 
_  Heme  Bay. — Fishing  not  up  to  the  average  for  the 
time  of  year.  Last  week  some  very  good  catches  of  whiting 
and  dabs  were  taken,  but  the  strong  north  winds  of  the 
last  few  days  have  made  the  water  very  thick.  It  will 
take  two  fine  days  to  settle,  when  some  good  fishing  should 
be  obtained.    To-day,  calm  and  foggy.— E,  F.  Wheeler, 

Flymoutli. — We  are  still  taking  large  quantities  of 
pollack,  bass,  and  mullet.  Cattewater,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Plym,  seems  to  be  their  favourite  haunt.  Soma  of  the 
bass  have  turned  the  scile  at  61b.  and  Sib.,  and  as  they  are 
principally  caught  on  single  gut  it  is  needless  to  say  it  must 
be  good.  It  has  been  noticed  that  those  who  use  the  plain 
paternoster,  with  doable  gut  hooks  fastened  at  the  knots, 
take  the  most  fish,  Tbe  wire  boom  arrangements,  of 
which  there  are  so  many  patterns,  are  not  used  by  our 
fishermen.  I  think  myself,  in  fact  I  have  proved  it,  that 
the  finer  you  fish,  the  better  the  luck.  Smelt  are  being 
caught  in  great  numbers,  and  as  the  paternosters  have  on 
some  of  them  ten  or  twelve  hooks  it  is  a  pretty  sight  to  see 
a  string  of  smelt  lifted  out  of  the  water.  It  is  no  un- 
common thing  when  the  fish  are  biting  freely  to  take  one 
on  every  hook.  The  shrimp  and  prawn  fishermen  are 
bringing  in  some  big  catches,  and  the  prawns  particularly 
are  very  large;  they  are  now  in  their  prime.— William 
.Heardbb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Rams£fate  (West  Pier).— The  end  of  last  week  was 
very  quiet,  harjly  anything  being  caught.  This  week, 
however,  the  pi^r  anglers  have  had  some  very  good  catches 
of  whiting  and  dabs.  Flounlers  and  eels  are  plentiful,  but 
small.  With  fine  weather  we  should  have  good  sport  for 
the  next  few  days. — Samuel  J.  Sankey, 

Scarboroug'h,. — Botti  pier  and  boit  angbrs  continue 
to  have  good  sport.  Billet  and  dibs  are  very  abundant, 
and  a  fair  sprinkling  of  codling  and  silver  whiting  in  the 
immediate  biy. — H. 

Valentia. — Sport  has  bjen  of  a  very  good  description 
since  last  report,  especially  at  pollack,  gurnard,  and 
whiting.  On  one  day  five  local  amateurs  caught  3^2  fish 
near  Coonunna,  and  another  party  of  four  had  229.  Bass 
and  mullet  are  very  numerous,  bat  hive  not  given  much 
tporb  for  the  last  few  diys. — T.  J.  D. 

Watsrville. — During  the  past  few  days  fine  sport  has 
been  had  in  all  departments  at  and  around  this  station, 
especially  at  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  garfish. 
Prospects  good  for  coming  week. — T,  J.  D. 


Jingling  'fixtures. 

Octobsr  23.  ~~" 

Battersea  Friendly :  Match. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Gating  to  Reading. 

Cobden  :  Match  at  Henley. 

C  Jliogwood  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Dalwich  :  Outing  to  Palborongh. 

East  Dulwich  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 

Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Henley. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lipsed  prize  outiag. 

North  Lambeth  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Park  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Henley. 

South  Bermondsey  :  Punt  outing. 

Sundial:  Outing  to  Sunbary. 

United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ashurst. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  oating. 

Wenlock :  Match  at  Amberley. 

White  Hart :  Prize  outing. 
Oatober  30. 

Epsom :  Lantern  lecture. 

Good  I  ntent :  Visit. 

Royal  George:  Vint. 
October  31. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Dinner. 

Bootle :  Competition. 

Hounsfield  0  iters  :  Visit. 


Nov.   4, — Abercorn  :  Outing. 

4  — Albion  Brothers  :  Match. 

,,     4. — A.B.S. :  Competition  at  Richmond. 

,,     4. — Good  Intent :  Christmas  outing. 

,,     4. — Iziak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,     4. — Lincoln:  Match  at  Woking. 

,,     4 ,— Oglander  :  Match  at  Ware. 

,,     4, — Warwick:  Boving  competition. 

,,     4. — White  Hart:  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,     7. — Anchor:  Sapper. 

,,     7. — St.  Ives:  Lantern  lecture. 

,,     7. — Shepherd's  Bush  :  Competition. 

,,     8. — Sundial:  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  10, 11,  12. — B.S.A.S. :  Annual  pier  competition. 

,,  10. — Maldon  and  Heybridge  :  Smoking  concert, 

,,  11. — Dalston  :  Competition. 

,,  11.— Oglauder  :  Punt  match. 

,,  11. — RjyalOak:  Match  at  Harlow. 

,,  11.-— Twickenham  :  Competition. 

,,  11. — Wellington  :  Supper  match. 

,,  11. — White  Hart :  Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  1.3. — HoxtOQ  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  17,  18,  19. — B.S.A.S. :  Annual  boat  competition. 

,,  18 — Blenheim  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  18. — Bcstonians  :  Outing  to  Shiplaka. 

,,  18.— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

,,  20. — Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert. 
Dec.    1. — Lychnobites  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,     5. — B.S.A.S.:  Smoking  concert. 

„  12.— B.S.A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  Churchwood, 

,,  12. — BoEtonians  :  Lantern  lecture. 


l^eptts  from  Clu&s 

We  teg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsday 
Evening^.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Ihmstan's  Souse,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Good  Intent  A.S.,  The  Crown,  Church-street,  Shoreditoh, 
on  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  30,  when  1  hope  to  see  a  good 
attendance  of  anglers  and  friends. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District).- A  most 
successful  return  visit  was  paid  to  the  Original  Clerkenwell 
Piecatorials  on  Oct.  22,  when  fifteen  clubs  were  represented. 
The  A.B.  box  contained  20  j.  My  next  visit  is  at  Sc.  John's 
A.S.,  date  later.  Don't  torget  the  Nov.  4  A.B.  Competi- 
tion at  Richmond,  over  seventy  prizes. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Albion  Brothers  Antfling  Sociecy,  Tbe 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney,  N.E.  —  Oa 
Oct.  14  only  two  members  weighed-in,  Messrs.  Thompson 
and  Allen.  Mr.  Thompson  showed  a  jack  of  3Ib.  7ioz. 
and  nearly  7ib.  of  good  roach,  the  best  being  lib.  (Joz. 
Mr.  Allen's  contribution  consisted  of  a  perch,  12|oz.  On 


Wednesday,  Oct.  17,  we  had  a  good  meeting.  One  new 
member  jvas  admitted.  On  Oct.  21  Mr.  Thompson  was 
again  to  the  front  with  a  nice  show  of  roach,  nearly  81b., 
the  best  being  over  lib.  The  outing  to  Staines  was  a 
complete  failure.  Of  the  few  members  who  j  >urneyed  s) 
far  none  got  a  fish,  and  so  Mr.  Thompson  saved  the  blank. 
We  have  a  match  on  the  Thames  on  Nov.  4,  from  Richmond 
to  Twickenham.  There  are  half  a  dozen  prizes  offered, 
including  a  silver  medal  by  Mr.  Gibson.  Ic  was  also 
decided  to  start  fishing  for  Christmas  prizes_  on  Nov.  11. 
The  club  is  now  in  a  fairly  prosperous  tiaacciil  condition, 
and  has  voted  a  subatastial  sum  towards  these  prizes, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  be  "  gone  for,"  and  taken  with  more 
promptitude  than  was  the  case  last  year.  Farther  pir- 
ticulars  next  week. — Alf.  Fenton. 

AUason  United  jcirotnsrs  Anglintr  Sool«:7, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uibridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. — 
Oar  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Nov.  12,  when  I  h^pe 
to  be  favoured  with  as  miny  brother  anglers  as  possible. 
We  have  already  twelve  prizes  promised  towards  the 
Chiiatmas  outing,  which  will  take  place  early  in  December, 
or  before  if  water  suitable.  1  hope  winners  in  tbe 
Windsor  match  will  please  attend  next  Wednesday  to 
select  prizes,  and  oblige — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Uoacn  aua  Horses.  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  —  Oa  Oct.  21  Mr. 
Drew  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  All  members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Oct.  28,  at  nine  o'clock  sharp. — J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Artaur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Oct.  21  we  fithed 
our  match  at  Twickenham,  when  the  prizes  wore  taken, 
with  roach  and  dace,  as  follows  :  Messrs.  T.  Smith,  first ; 
A.  Knight,  second;  A.  Rankin,  third;  and  the  following 
also  had  fish  :  Mr.  D.  Cooper,  Mr.  T.  Fairclough,  Mr. 
Jarrold,  and  others.  I  have  some  tickets  for  the  A.B.S. 
competition  at  Twickenham,  on  Nov.  4.  We  made  another 
new  member  this  week  (Mr.  W.  Knight). — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltoni^n?  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Oct.  21  most  of  the  members  were  out  for  the  prizes, 
with  the  following  result :  Mr.  Vanhegan,  first,  roach  and 
bream ;  Mr.  Payne,  second,  roach ;  Mr.  Shury,  third, 
roach;  Mr.  Millen,  fourth,  roach.  Members  are  reminded 
that  next  Wednesday,  Oct.  31,  will  be  quarterly  niglit, 
when  all  books  should  be  clear.  Mr.  Whitebread  became 
a  working  member,  ani  two  more  members  were  proposed, 
and  will  be  balloted  for  at  the  next  meeting.— A.  Cripps. 

BRttsraea  Friendly  Angling  buolscy,  JNag'a 
Head,  Wands  worth-road,  8.W.— On  Oct.  25  Mr.  J.  S. 
"HoUiday  and  Mr.  F.  Salter  were  elected  working 
members.  Oar  supper  in  connection  with  the  Stockwail 
Angling  Society  takes  place  on  Oct.  ■'51  at  the  above 
address,  at  eight  o'clock.  We  fish  a  roving  match  on 
Oct.  28  in  the  Thames— towpith  only,  j  ick  barred — for 
four  prizes ;  all  to  go  down  on  tho  morniag. — A, 
De-jonge, 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street, — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a  compjtiticn  for  their  October  series  of  prizes  on 
the2l8tin  the  Thames,  roving.  Owing  to  the  state  of 
the  weather  and  condition  of  the  water  the  takes  were 
very  small,  but  all  the  four  ^lizes  were  taken  in  the 
following  order :  Mr.  J.  Smith  first,  Mr.  J,  Wigley 
second,  Mr.  J.  Ruahton  third,  and  Spider  fourth,  he  jast 
beating  Mr.  Dodson,  jan.,  by  lioz. — Alf.  Coxx. 

Blackfriars  Angling  booiety.  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  S.B. — Several  members  out  on  the  2l8t. 
Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  nice  show  of  roach,  chub,  and  jack; 
Mr.  Merrygold,  tench.  Mr.  G.  Howard,  on  the  24th, 
roach  from  the  Wey  (largest  fish  16  jz.). — J.  Wbeelhoi  se. 

Eloomsbnry  Brotners Angling  Souieiy,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holborn.  W.C— On  Oct.  21  Mr.  J. 
Roach  weighed-in  roach,  21b.  ooz. ;  Mr.  J.  W.Blake  and  Mr. 
F.  W.  Stooker,  roach.  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  31,  will  be 
audit  night,  Mr.  J.  Morrell  ani  Mr.  F.  8.  Pavett  being 
the  auditors  appointel. — T.  Paterxoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle. — The  competition  held  by  this 
association  on  Oct.  18  in  the  River  Dee  was  well  attended, 
and  the  sport  obtained  was  very  gjod,  the  first  prize 
being  won  by  Mr,  W.  D.  Brabin  with  16ib.  7oz,  Mr.  G. 
Barratt,  second,  with  lOIb.  14oz. ;  Mr.  W.  P.  Gilajore, 
third,  with  81b.  The  successes  of  Mr.  Erabin  this  season 
are  worthy  of  mention,  as  he  has  taken  four  firsts  and  one 
seccnd  prize  in  five  attendances,  with  an  aggregate  weight 
of  701b.  A  further  competition  is  fixed  for  Oct.  31,  in  the 
same  water,  and  as  some  very  fine  roach  were  landed  last 
week,  no  doubt  the  above  prize-winners'  weights  will  be 
passed.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  efforts  of  the 
chairman  of  this  association  have  resulted  in  the  Bootle 
Corporation  making  arrangements  for  the  ratepayers  to 
fish  in  Derby  Park. — Rudd. 

Bostoaian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dilby- 
street,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.  —  On  the  21st  Messrs. 
Sintzenich  and  Boxsius  weighed-in  jick,  but  only  Mr. 
Sintzenich  was  successful  with  three  nice  fish.  Mr. 
Billings  brought  in  some  nice  roach.  Oar  outing  will  be 
held  at  Shiplike  on  Nov.  IS,  and  the  lantern  show  by  Mr. 
C.  Ward  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  12.  All 
anglers  are  invited,  and  a  collection  will  be  made  oa  behalf 
of  the  Benevolent  Society.  Mr.  Ward  hopes  there  will  be 
a  good  attendance.  There  ia  no  reserve,  but  open  to  all 
who  care  to  come. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road ,  Chelsea,  S.  W. — Sicc  e  last  report  several 
membars  have  weighed-in  some  good  shows  of  fish. 
Messrs.  Cecil  and  Brophy  had  a  splendid  show  of  roach, 
many  going  over  a  poucd.  All  members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Wednesday  for  important  business.— 
Bromptoniax. 

Bmnswiok  Brothera  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — The  following 
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wei(?hed-m  roach  on  Oct.  21  :  Messrs.  C.  PaTmsnter,  T. 
lacker,  A.  RobertBDn,  R.  Haryey,  and  H.  Downer.  Will 
f'' ^enib^rs  please  attend  i{  possible  next  mesting  niijht 
(Uc.  30)  ?  Brother  H.  Lane  will  be  showing  some  curios 
rrom  the  war. — A.  Robertson. 

^;jitt'»5lfi?a  B*oth'»T»i  AasfUagr  Soolsty, 

^ood  Intsnt,  Mowlem-street,  BishopV-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— Oar  ppgged-down  match  at  St.  Margaret's  was 
well  pitromsed,  twenty-nine  members  taking  part  in 
same,  which  res nltpd  by  nine  prizes  being  taken  out  of 
ten.  It  was  resolved  list  Tuegday  that  members  go  where 
they  like  in  the  river  Lea  only  for  (he  remaining  prizs 
gross  weight  to  take  same.  The  following  were  the 
successful  competitorj:  First,  Mr.  G.  Almeroth,  roach- 
second,  Mr.  B.  Sawyer,  jan.,  parch  ;  third,  Mr.  Birbet. 
roach  ;  focrbh,  Mr.  J.  Baines,  perch  ;  fifth,  Mr.  Bowker 
roach;  sixth,  Mr.  J.  Lea,  roach;  seventh,  Mr  h' 
'  eighth,  Mr.  B.  Sawyer,  sen.,  roach ;  and 
ninth,  Mr.  R.  Anderson,  roach  (the  last  named  two  were 
a  tie).  Mr.  H,  Everett  and  Mr.  C.  Hazard  also  weighed- 
in  roach,  but  not  in  the  match.  I  should  like  to  see  a  full 
room  next  week,  as  time  is  getting  near,  about  arranging 
the  Christmas  outing.  Mr.  S.  Small  and  Mr.  R.  Qay  were 
made  new  working  members  last  Tuesday.  — B.  H 
Argent. 

Central  Angling  Association,  Original  Prince  of 
Wales  Hotel,  13b,  Moss-street,  Liverpool.— The  members 
of  this  asscciation  have  lately  been  very  busy  bringing  oft 
mitohea,  the  last  cf  the  fixtures  being  completed  on 
Thursday,  the  result  of  which  is  not  yet  to  hand.  On 
Tuesday  a  meeting  of  the  club  was  held  at  genial  Tom 
Lancaster  s,  Royal  George  Hotel.  Silvester-street,  when 
the  prizss  won  at  the  match  fished  at  Rossett  on  Oct.  21 
were  distributed  to  the  following  winners :  Messrs 
Watkin,  3!b.  9oz.,  Ist ;  I.  Smith,  21b.  9c»z.,  2nd;  B.'. 
ThDmas,  lib.  l^oz.,  3rd.  All  membars  are  requested  to 
attend  the  meeting  at  headquarters  on  Monday,  as  the 
wmners  of  the  aggregate  prizes  will  be  presented  with 
their  priz33,  including  Mr.  Lancaster's  cup  and  Mr. 
Boulter  s  cruet.  Mr.  Ramsbottom.  fishing  tackle  dealer 
in  this  c!ty,  had  fair  eport  among  the  salmon  in  the  Dee 
at  Carro?.  last  week,  killing  five  fish,  141b.,  121b.  71b 
71b.,  and  6!b.  respectively.— J.  WisHART.  '  ' 

Clapliam  Jnnotlon  AngUng  Sool«tj.  Thev 
Uarencc,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W.— 
^^erabers  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  match  on  Oct.  28 
at  Readinor.  Train  from  G'aoham  Junction  S.45,  return 
from  Rfadicg  7  45.  All  to  cease  fishing  by  5.30  instead 
ot  SIX  o  clock.  We  have  maie  another  new  member,  Mr. 
J.  Benson.  We  have  now  started  a  Christmas  prize  list, 
with  eighteen  aood  prizes  at  present.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Anellnpr  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common.  S.W.— On  Oct.  21  trays  were 
well  filled,  despite  the  bad  weather.  A  good  number  of 
members  were  out.  Among  those  to  weigh  were  : 
Messrs.  Sandle,  with  roach  and  bream  ;  C.  McLachlan, 
roaoh  ;  H.  Crowther.  jack  aid  roach  ;  G.  Pearce,  bream  ; 
Gisbourne,  lack  and  roach.  Trust  to  see  a  good  muster 
on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  November  outing.— F. 
Bishop.  * 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
JUist.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Royal 
George  A  S.,  at  the  Qaeen's  A'ms,  Bateman-street, 
Soho-fquare.  A  good  entertainment  will  be  provided.— 
F.  Castell. 

Coba»n  Anglingr  Society.  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  Saturday  last  our  concsrt  was  a  great 
success.  On  Oot.  21  Mr.  E.  Baxter  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  chub,  and  dace ;  Mr.  F.  Melville  had  bream  and 
teEch,onetenchllb.  lloz  ;  Mr.  p.  Scrafield  had  a  specimen 
bream,  .31b.  13oz.  On  Oct.  28  our  second  private  match 
takes  plaoa  at  Henley;  peggpd  down;  thirteen  prizes. 
Go  down  by  9  3  train  from  Westbourne  Park;  register 
names  at  Ye  Lion  on  arrival.  Cease  fishing  at  5  30 
(signal  by  secrettrj)  and  reaister  fish  at  Te  Lion  not  later 
taan  6  30,  and  return  from  Henley  by  8.10  train.  Reserved 
carriaffes  for  Cobden  members  only. — A,  S.  H. 

Colllngmrood  Angling  Sooietv,  Lord  Nelson, 
IS  elson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  S.E.— On  the  21st 
Messrs.  B.  Blsey,  R.  W.  Ball,  A.  Blsey,  and  C.  Poole, 
.lack,  roach,  and  dece.  We  fish  our  October  outing  at 
Taplow,  Boulter's  Lock  to  Cookham  Ferry,  usual  condi- 
tions;  trains,  28i;h  inst..  Farringdon-street,  8.15  am 
return  7.30  n  m.— F.  P.  Sorgb. 

_  Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
??,  W.C.— Messrs.  John  Massey,  W.  Hopping, 

and  8yd,  Cutbush  had  good  shows  of  roach  on  Oot.  21  — 
W.  M. 

BnoMand  Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell  -  green,  B.C.  — On 
Oct.  21  Mr.  J.  Macdonnell  saved  us  from  a  blank  by 
weighiDg-in  roach  and  dace,  from  Amberley.  A  general 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Oct.  31,  to  arrange  prizes  for 
November,  to  pass  half-yearly  balance-sheet,  and  to 
decide  when  the  annual  supper  shall  take  place.  Roll  will 
be  called  at  9.30  sharp,  and  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. 
Members  not  answerirg  to  their  name  will  be  fined, 
accordin?  to  rule  — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Croydon  AnglingClub.  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon. 
—n  ive  members,  Messrs.  Andrews,  Bundle,  Dix,  Nicoll, 
ard  Ward  were  out  punt  fishing  at  Twickenham,  on 
Wednesday.  Water  gin-bright  and  sport  very  indifferent, 
only  301b.  weight  of  roach  falling  to  the  five  rods.  Our 
lantern  lecture  at  headquarters,  last  Thursday,  was  a  huge 
succesp,  over  250  were  present.  A  collection  was  made 
for  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  £2  was  handed  to  the  treasure-, 
who  was  present  at  the  lecture.— George  Dix. 

Sftlaton  Ancrllngr  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street.  Dalston.— On  Oct.  21  very  few  members 
out,  MesBrs.  F.  Wild  and  A.  Morgan  beicg  the  only  ones 
to  weigh-in,  they  having  some  very  nice  roach  and  perch. 
On  Tuesday,  the  23rd,  a  fair  attendance,  when  it  was 
decided  that  the  Christmas  prizes  should  be  competed  for 


on  Nov.  11,  Will  members  attend  on  Tuesday  to  decide 
where  the  competition  shall  take  place?  It  was  aho 
decided  thit  a  supper  should  take  place  at  the  Brownlow 
Arms  on  Jan.  22,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  meaibers  present. 
— S.  Malby. 

4i?J^^®i.  ?^  ^"S"=^Sf  Society.  The  Apollo, 

All  Samta'-road,  Westbourne  Park,— Most  cf  our  members 
were  out  during  the  week,  Msssra.  G.  .Tenkins,  jack, 
131b  2cz.;  Fathers,  roaoh,  31b.  16oz,  ;  Bedwell,  jick, 
51b.  3cz, ;  Barns,  rcajh,  31b.  G ^z. ;  BalU,  roach,  21b,  43z.  ; 
and  several  others  weighed-in.  On  Nov,  18  a  private 
match  will  take  place.— W.  Jenkins. 

Earlsfield  AneUngr  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Jfiarlsfaeld,  8.W.— Our  outing  to  Brighton  was  a  great 
furc'Es.  Prizes  resulted  as  follows  :  First,  Mr.  F. 
Matthews;  second,  Mr.  H.  Marter ;  third,  Mr  F  Jones' 
fourth,  Mr,  A.  Mjnott ;  fifth,  Mr,  W.  Keene  (working 
members).  First,  Mr,  R.  Clarke  ;  second,  Mr,  J,  Turner 
(honorary  members). — E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
aast  Dnlwich,  S.B.— We  had  a  splendid  show  of  jick 
trom  Pulborough  on  Oot.  21  by  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  J. 
Bannister  and  Mr.  C.  Dejonge.  Prize  outing  at  Pulborough 
on  Oct.  28.— E.  Dyball. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W,— On 
the  21st  Mr.  Verity  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  roaoh  and 
some  fine  gudgeon.  Don't  forget  our  match  on  Oct.  28  at 
Henley ;  nine  o'clock,  Paddirgton.— A.  W.  Ellins, 

Good  latent  Angling  Society,  The  Grown ,  Uhuroh- 
itreet,  Shoreditch  .—There  was  a  fair  show  of  fish  at  the 
club  on  the  2l3l;  inst.,  brought  in  by  Messrs.  Thompson, 
Maybury,  and  Philpott  from  the  Lea.  On  the  23rd  there 
was  a  fair  muster  of  members,  who  decided  to  fish  for  the 
Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  4  at  St.  Margaretg.  All 
honorary  members  that  are  clsar  on  the  books  are  allowed 
to  compete;  all  start  by  9.8  a.m.  train,  Liverpool-street 
station.  Through  unforeseen  oir jumstanees  we  hava  had 
to  alter  the  date  of  our  return  \iisit  from  Monday,  the 
29th,  to  Tuesday,  the  30th.  I  hope  members  and  friends 
will  notice  it.— R.  Murphy. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.- At  a  meeting  of  the  above  society  the 
auditors'  report  was  received,  showing  a  substantial  balance 
m  hand  of  treasurer.  Messrs.  J.  Moysley  and  A,  Ide 
weighed-iii  on  Oct,  21,  roach  and  jaok,  one  of  the  latter 
going  61b.,  total  161b.— W.  N.  Dawes, 

H^rts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Te  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green, — I  hope  members  will 
attend  next  Wednesday  for  special  business,  to  electa 
secretary,  and  also  to  arrange  about  lapsed  prizes.— C, 
Smith, 

Hcunsfisld  Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton.— Owing  to  the  bright  state  of  the 
rivers  cur  members  have  been  doing  veiy  badly,  Messrs. 
S.  E.  Jones  and  W.  Taylor  being  the  only  members  to 
weigh-in  lately,  a  perch  of  14oz.  falling  to  Mr,  Jones's  rod 
on  Oct.  14,  when  Mr,  Taylor  also  had  roach.  We  have  a 
visit  and  smoker  on  Oot.  31,  when  I  hope  to  see  many 
familiar  faces. — W.  Mogg. 

Ecnnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow.— We  had  a  well- 
attended  meeting  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Duffy  presiding, 
Messrs.  C,  A.  Duke  and  John  Morgan  weighed-in  eleven 
good  jiok  and  some  nice  roajh  ;  no  one  else  has  been  out. 
—  J.  M.  Broughah. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Bajfle,  Kmgsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Oct.  21  Mr, 
Bailey  weighed-in  perch  ;  Mr,  Rolfe,  perch ;  Mr, 
McGrath,  dace.  It  was  arranged  on  Tuesday  that  Messrs, 
Norman  and  McGwiaess  make  arrangements  with  the 
caterer  re  our  annual  supper,  which  takes  place  on  Nov,  13, 
Members  please  take  notice;  also  that  Nov,  30  will  be 
quarterly  night. — E.  Bishop, 

Islington  Brotliere  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road,  N.— Since  my  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in  on  the  14th :  Mr.  Howard, 
roach;  Mr.  Herbert,  dace  and  gudgeon;  Mr,  Reeves, 
roach  and  dace  ;  Mr,  Croker,  roach  ;  Mr.  Cunning, 
dace  ;  Mr.  Wilkes,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  Three  new 
members  have  been  proposed.  On  Oct,  21  the  following 
weighed-in:  Mr,  Reeves,  roach;  Mr,  Howard,  roach; 
Mr.  Burwash,  roach.— J.  H.  Herbert, 

Zzaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E,  —  The 
four  special  prizes  competed  for  on  Oct,  21,  at  Ship- 
lake,  were  not  taken,  no  competitor  succeeded  in 
taking  the  required  weight.  These  prizes  will,  therefore, 
be  fished  for  again  on  Nov.  4,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred).— 
H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  8.B.— The  next  competition  of  the 
above  society  starts  on  Nov.  4,  and  finishes  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  10.  This  is  a  roving  competition.  Members  to  notify 
secretary  which  day  they  are  going.  All  fish  to  be  weighed- 
in  same  day  as  caught ;  punts  barred.- W,  Freeman. 

Lark  Hall  Angling  Society,  Union  Hotel,  Union- 
road,  Clapham.— Will  members  please  note  the  change  of 
address  of  the  above  society  from  the  Lark  Hall  Tavern  to 
the  Union  Hotel,  Union-road,  Clapham,  where  all  future 
communications  should  be  addressed  ?— F.  Croutel, 

LimehoHse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India  Dock-road,  E.— The  outing  on  the  2l8t,  from  a 
sporting  point  of  view,  was  a  failure,  Mr.  H.  J,  Stevens 
being  the  only  member  to  take  fish;  but  the  dinner  was 
a  great  success,  and  our  best  thanks  are  due  to  Mr, 
Fuller,  of  the  Red  Lion,  Boreham,  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  catered  for  us.  Not  a  fish  was  seen  on  the  move 
in  the  river,  and  while  the  present  weather  lasts  it  is  not 
worth  'chancing  one's  luck"  by  going  out.  Members 
are  particularly  requested  to  attend  on  the  31st,  so  that 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  danoe.— R.  J,  Wells. 


fcinoola  Angling  Society,  MetropoUtan,  Win- 
ohester-street.  N.— On  Oct.  21  the  following  weighed-in  ■ 
Messrs.  Webber,  roach;  Killick,  roach  (one fish  lib.  5oz  )  • 
tlark,  Wathng,  and  Symes  also  had  fish.  I  must  reques's 
members  in  arrears  to  attend  on  Wednesday  nest  to  make 
themselves  eligible  for  outing  to  Woking  oa  Nov.  4 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Wueen-square.- The  trouting  seascn  is  now  over,  and  in 
this  neighbourhood  it  went  out  very  tamely,  for  beyond  a 
promiscuous  fish  or  two  no  decent  catch  has  been  reported 
tor  a  fortnight.  We  have,  fortunately,  the  grayling  to  fall 
back  upon,  and  some  very  fair  takes  of  good  fish  have  bsen 
obtained  from  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat.  Oa  Oct.  18  we 
tished  a  competition  in  the  Dee  at  Bangor  with  the  follow- 
ing rasul-;:  J.  H.  Jefferics,  Ist;  G.  Pierce,  2nd;  Jno 
Pennington,  3rd,  The  river  was  in  nice  trim,  up  a  bit, 
but  nothing  like  in  flood,  and  it  turned  out  a  beautiful 
October  day.  Roach  and  dace  spnrted  well.  To-morrow, 
Oct,  25,  we  have  a  contest  in  our  Knowsley  water  for  some 
attractive  prizes. — Rd.  Woolpall, 

Liveipool  City  Angling  Association.  Duke  of 
Edinburgli  Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool,  —  The 
competition  of  this  association,  which  took  place  in  the 
nver  Dee,  at  Rossett,  on  21st  inat.,  some  twenty-two 
members  taking  part  at  the  weigh-in,  which  took  place  at 
the  Butchers'  Arms,  it  was  found  Mr.  Isaac  King  was  first 
with  51b,  2.-Z. ;  Mr,  Watkin,  second,  31b.  9az,  ;  Mr, 
Ludlaw,  third,  lib.  15cz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Gardner,  fourth, 
lib,  lloz.  Messrs,  King  and  Gardner  also  took  the 
special  prizes  presented  by  Messrs,  Rick  and  Williamg. 
Two  members,  lately  fishing  the  Dee,  had  fine  catches  of 
roach,  the  fifteen  largest  scaling  1  lib,  9>iz.— Green  Rod, 

IiSchnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  B.C.— General  meeting  takes  plaoe  Nov,  10,  at 
/  p  m.  The  annual  dinner  is  fixed,  at  the  Horse  Shoe 
Hotel,  for  Satnrlay,  Dec.  1.  Hon.  members  and  friends 
are  very  cordially  invited.  All  information  miy  be 
obtained  from  the  hon.  secretary— Sid  Ransom. 

SSaldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— During  tha  past 
few  days  anglers  here  have  had  some  good  sport  with 
roach  and  dace,  and  a  good  number  of  pike  have  been 
iaken.  I  beg  to  call  London  anglers'  attention  to  a 
smoking  concert  to  be  held  on  Nov.  JO,  at  the  above  club- 
house, m  aid  of  Ben  Bevers,  an  old  and  well-known  angler, 
who  has  been  ill  for  some  considerable  time,  and  at  present 
does  not  show  much  improvement  in  health.  We  hope 
the  concert  will  be  well  patronised  by  friends  and  anglers 
and  a  good  oolleotion  made  for  his  wife  and  children.- 
F,  Keen, 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Oct.  21  our 
boundary  match  at  St,  Margarets  was  not  a  buoccsb,  but 
four  of  our  membeis  sived  cs  from  a  blank :  Messrs, 
Eaton,  roach  ;  C,  Lamb,  jan.,  roach  and  aace  ;  H,  Hart, 
roach  and  da.;e ;  and  E.  Lamb,  dace.  On  Oct.  28  members 
can  go  where  they  please  for  the  remaining  prize,  but  to 
start  on  the  morning  only,  and  fish  the  towing-path  side 
only.  On  Tuesday,  Oot.  30,  a  spfoial  meeting  takes  place 
at  8  30,  so  as  to  enable  our  members  to  attend  i  he  meeting, 
and  then  visit  the  Good  Intent  smokiag  concert  on  behalf 
of  A.B.S,  On  Wednesday,  Oct.  31,  a  benefit  takes  place  at 
Paragon  Music  Hall  on  behalf  Albert  and  Victoria  Society 
for  the  Chest  Hospital.— G.  Taylor. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  New  Castle 
Aims,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth,  S.B.— The  members 
turned  up  in  good  forca  on  Oct.  21,  but  owing  to  the 
water  baing  so  bright  there  wag  not  much  sport.  The 
following  members  took  the  prizes  :  R  Cheese,  first ;  E, 
Rowles,  second.  The  prizes  not  taken  will  be  fished  for 
on  Oct,  28,  at  the  eame  plaoe ;  8  35  from  Waterloo,- E. 

RoWLES. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  EastDulwich,  S.B,— None  of  our  members 
weighed-in  on  Oat,  21,  On  Tuesday  Messrs  E.  E. 
Sedgley,  E.  Tatohell,  T.  W.  Turner,  and  J.  W.  Rudder 
weighed-iu.  Our  next  outing  will  be  Nov.  11,  when  we 
have  a  punt  competition  at  Twickenham.  I  hope  those 
intending  to  compete  will  let  me  know  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  I  have  to  engage  the  punts  beforehand.— H.  W 
Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Grown 

and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— It  was 
finally  settled  we  go  out  on  Nov.  4.  Boundary,  Ware 
Bridge  to  the  Engine  House ;  pegged-down  ;  show  fish  at 
No,  1  swim  at  5.30 ;  H.  Hussey  and  S,  Orrow  volunteered 
as  peggers-down ;  jack,  perch,  and  chub;  anglers  to  roam. 
C.  Hilliard  and  S.  Hayward  have  added  lOs.  6d,  each  to 
our  already  long  prize  list,— George, 

Original  Cltrkenwell  Pissatorial  Society, 
Coaoh  and  Horses,  St,  John's-lane,  Clerkenwell,— On 
Oct.  21  Mr,  Callaro,  roach  and  dace ;  Smith,  dace;  and 
Mr,  Booth,  perch.  Our  visit  on  the  No,  2  Eastern  on  the 
22nd,  fourteen  clubs  were  represented.  The  A.B,  box 
was  then  opened  by  "Ben,"  and  contained  £1,  The 
health  of  Mr,  Woodruff  was  then  drank,  and  ably 
responded  to.  Some  good  talent  by  Mr.  Malby,  W, 
Stretch,  and  other  gentlemen,  for  which  we  return  our 
sincere  thanks,  brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  a  close, — A, 
Hill, 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham. — Only  two  prizes  were  taken  at  our  peg-down 
match  at  Ware  on  Oct.  21,  Mr,  White  first,  and  Mr.  Tracy 
second.  The  three  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for 
on  Oot,  28,  go  where  you  please,  all  fish  to  weigh.— H. 
Gates. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Masons' 
Arms,  Bast-street,  Walworth,  8.E.  —  Our  match  on 
Oct.  21  was,  owing  to  the  fine  state  of  the  river,  far  from 
a  success,  only  two  competitors  weighing-in,  Mr.  Gibbs, 
first;  Mr.  Regardroe,  second.  The  remaining  two  prizes 
to  be  fished  as  conditions  of  match.  On  Oct.  23  we  had  a 
grand  meeting,  our  president  (the  good  Shepherd)  occupy- 
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ing  the  chair.  A  deal  of  business  was  gone  through,  om 
particukr  item  beiag  Mr.  Shep'aerd'a  rendering  of  hia 
doings  with  the  late  Anglers'  Pride.  This  club  has  now 
dissolved,  and  disposed  of  its  effects  to  our  president,  who, 
in  turn,  has  presented  them  to  the  Peckham  Brothers. 
Our  heartfelt  thanks  were  expressed  for  this  magnificent 
gift.  We  intend  giving  a  big  smoker  in  aid  of  the  A.B.8. 
as  soon  as  we  get  sattled  down.  Two  honorary  mambera 
made  this  wetk,  Messrs.  Q.  H.  Shepherd  and  W.  C. 
StonB  ;  also  four  new  working  members  proposed,  Messrs. 
A._  Hatherill,  A.  Cornish,  E^ans,  and  H.  Ilsley.  Oar 
prize  list  was  swelled  to  the  tune  of  abjufc  two  and  a  half 
guineas  by  our  eaieemed  president.— T.  G.  Gibbs, 

Fliosaiz  Ang'lingf  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W. — Messrs.  Carr  and  Norman  weighed-in 
roach  and  gudgeon  on  Oct.  21.  There  were  not  enough 
members  present  on  Wednesday  to  get  in  each  others 
way  for  hanging  the  cases.  The  November  outing  will  be 
arranged  next  week. — R.  C. 

Queen's  PisoatorUls,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
strent,  Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  Qjt.  21  the  club  outing 
to  Windsor  was  a  success  only  ia  point  of  the  prizes  being 
all  taken.  The  shows  were  very  poor.  The  prizes  were 
taken  respectively  by  F.  Cook,  J.  Yule,  W.  Shepherd, 
and  W.  Price  a  tie ;  C.  Shepherd,  Geo.  Keene,  H.  Hul- 
bert,  A.  Beaver,  and  G.  Huggina  also  weighed-ia.— Gfio, 
Keene. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society.  Queen's  Anna, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square.— Oa  the  2l8t  inst.  several 
of  our  members  were  out,  but  only  Messrs.  H.  Lewis  and 
Lon^land  turned  op  in  time  to  weigh-in.  Our  return 
visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List  will  take 
p'ao3  on  Tuesday,  the  30th,  when  I  hope  to  have  the 
p.'easnre  of  seeing  many  old  friends.— J.  Gibbons. 

Bioyal  Oak  Anglingf  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road.  Bow,  E— On  Oct.  21  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Mr.  R.  Walker,  41b.  SJoz.  of  roaob.  Other  members 
were  out,  but  had  not  much  sport.  We  fish  a  match  at 
Harlow  on  Nov.  11,  for  four  lOj.  priz3s  ;  all  fish  to  weigh 

— F.  PiGNATELLI. 

St.  John's  Anglingr  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-atreet-road,  Clerkenwell.— We  had  a  good  show  of 
roach,  jick,  and  bream  on  Oct.  21.  Our  outing  to  Bourne 
End  on  Oat.  14  was  a  failure,  as  only  one  prize  was  taken. 
Our  next  competition  will  be  for  the  month  of  November. 
— F.  Thokling. 

Seymour  Brothers  Anglingr  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Graffcon-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— A  friendly 
fishing  match  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  at  Henley, 
on  Oat.  28,  with  the  Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society; 
hoping  a'.l  members  of  the  above,  as  arranged,  will  be 
present.  On  Oct.  21  the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs. 
Aldi?,  jack,  6ib. ;  J.  Jay,  of  Pinner,  jiok,  5lb.  6jz,  • 
S.  King,  roach,  2ib.  1|m.  ;  G.  Campbell,  roach,  21b.l0oz. ;' 

B.  Henson  and  B.  Smith  also  weighed-in  some  roach.— W 
Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Anglingf  Society.  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  the  23rd  Mr. 
H,  Sheldon  was  proposed  as  a  working  member.  Hope 
all  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  f  or 
our  next  outing. — R,  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney.— Oar  members  hid  a  rouga  time  oa  Oct.  21, 
only  one  member  weighing-in.  Arrangem^nta  will  be 
mads  for  fishing  our  next  at  the  ordioary  meetinii  next 
Friday,  Oct.  26.— W.  B.  T.  •»  » 

Sundial  Angling  Saolety,  Windsor  Castle,  King, 
street,  Hammersmith,— Oar  outing  on  Out.  28  will  take 
place  at  Hampton  from  the  ferry  to  S anbury  Look.  Go 
down  by  the  first  train,  and  ceiae  fishing  at  5.30p.m 

C.  B.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Pissatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham.— The  competition  held  on  Oct^  21  and  22 
was  very  successful,  a  good  number  of  the  members  com- 
peting. The  first  prize  (presented  by  the  club)  was  won 
by  Mr.  A.  Turner,  81b,  4  z  ,  roach  and  dace.  Tha  second 
prize  (frasented  by  Mr.  J.  Spong)  was  won  by  Mr.  Ogden 
Smith,  3.b.  ISJoz.  This  is  the  first  prize  Mr.  Ogden  Smith 
has  won,  although  we  have  hid  eight  competitions  since 
the  formation  of  the  club.  The  third  prize  (presented  by 
the  club)  was  won  by  Mr.  Geo.  Barrow,  3:b.  4|oz 
Another  compstition  was  arranged  to  take  place  on 
IS  ov.  11  and  12  ;  three  prizes  will  be  offered.  We  had  a 
good  gathering  of  members  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Geo 
Ayland  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  Spong  kindly  presented  the 
prizes.  _  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  offered  a  prize  for  the  next 
ccmpetition.  Mr.  Sou' h wood  has  had  some  very  nice 
jick  ;  Mr.  Geo.  Ayland  weighed-in  a  chub,  2Jlb  ;  Mr. 
Baston  has  had  a  good  take  of  dace.— Geo.  Barrow 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Sooiety,  Railway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich.— Several  memters  were 
out  this  week-end,  but  found  both  water  and  weather  so 
unfavourable  that  little  sport  could  be  had,  three  members 
visiting  Cambridgeshire  never  wetting  a  line,  the  river 
being  very  clear  and  low.  We  have  voted  a  small  prize  to 
the  A.B.8.  competition,  and  hops  to  send  a  good  con- 
tingent from  this  club.— W.  M.  Smith. 
Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 

Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hamostead-road,    N.W.  On 

O"'^-^'^  ^i^- -^"stin  weighed-in  a.  fine  show  of  roach  from 
tne  Thames.  Other  membsra  were  out,  but  m^t  with  no 
sport.^  On  Oct.  23  we  have  outing  to  Bourne  End ;  8  40 
train  from  Paddington,  where  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. 
There  isa  good  priz3  list  to  fish  for.— George  Smith 

Walham  G-retn  and  Chelsea  AngUng  Societv 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.-On  Wednesday  last  we 
had  the  plsasure  of  a  visit  from  several  members  of  the 
newly-formed  Putney  Angling  Society,  and  hope  that 
being  neighbours,  wo  shall  see  thtm  often.  Oar  outing 
to  Bourne  End  was  a  complete  success.  All  the  priz  >s 
were  taken,  and  a  very  nice  day  was  experienced.  Mr 
Dnngate,  firstpr;z3;  Mr.  C.  Wake,  second;  Mr.  Glass' 
third  ;  and  Messrs,  Price  and  Templeman  a's-i  weighed-in 


fijb,and  Jlr.  Dungate  took  Mr.  Brixoy's  priz)  for  bast 
roach.- W.  W.  D. 

Warwick  Angling  Sooiety,  Lord  Brooke,  Shem- 
hall-atreet,  Wallhamstow.— We  are  very  pleased  to  state 
that  our  club  has  reached  the  gracd  numbor  of  forty- 
seven  members,  we  receiving  four  nominations  last  week. 
We  aljo  announoa  that  a  roving  competition  takes  placs 
on  Nov.  4  for  seven  good  priz;s.— W.  Callcut. 
^.l?*^^**'^^^^  Angling  Sooiety,  Prince  George, 
Hilhngdon-street,  Walworth,  8.E.— We  fish  for  a  supper 
on  Nov.  11  next,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  There 
ii  still  a  prize  left  over  from  October  competition  to  be 
fished  for  where  you  please  on  Oct.  2S  next.  Will  all 
members  turn  up  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  next ;  very 
important  business  to  discuss. — W.  Cox, 

Wenlock  Angling  Sjoiety,  Rydon  Arms,  Now 
North-road,  N.— On  Oct.  21  Mr.  G.  Bntuex  eaved  us  from 
a  blank  with  perch.  We  have  an  outing  at  Ambeihy 
on  Oot.  28,  roving;  all  to  go  down  on  the  morning.  I 
hope  members  will  not  forget  monthly  prize  for  iack,— H 
Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Socisiy,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,— Our  members  were 
out  in  good  force  on  the  match,  and  all  the  prizes  wore 
taken.  I  wish  to  remind  our  members  that  it  is  eur 
monthly  meeting  night  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  31, 
hoping  there  will  be  a  good  muster,  as  there  is  some 
business  of  importance  to  do.— R,  Lowthee. 

White  Hart  Angling  Sooiety,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N.  —  On  Oct.  21  our  pegged-iown 
match  was  a  failure  as  regards  takes  of  fish.  No  fiah  were 
taken,  consequently  no  prizes  were  won.  We  fiah  for  the 
f.iur  prizes  in  a  roving  match,  boundary  betwen  Stanetead 
Bridge  toWara  Brid{3.  on  Nov.  4;  all  fish  bir  jack.  On 
Oct.  28  we  fish  for  A.  B,  Hoy's  priz?.  all  fish  ;  we  start 
fishing  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov,  11,  We  have  promised 
to  us  now  over  twenty  good  prizes,  so  shall  be  glad  to  see 
the  members  show  up. — W.  E,  Beaumont. 


Jardine,  Crumplen,  P.  Chnter,  &a. ;  and  telegrams  and 
cards  were  sent  from  W.  J.  Wade.  F.  Sorge  (CoUirK- 
woods),  with  others,  regretting  their  inability  to  be 
present.  Great  credit  ig  also  due  to  the  worthy  host 
tor  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  arrang^men's  were 
carried  out,  and  for  his  generosity  upon  the  cccisi  n 
Ihe  Croydoa  Angling  Club  scored  heavily,  and  bids  fair  to 
b3  one  of  the  most  prosperous  cluba  scu-.h  of  the  Thames, 
 Hon.  Se(.. 


FISH  CULTURE  PROSPECTS  AT 
HOWIETOUN, 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOOIETY 
THAMES  COMPETITION. 

iJ.^'i^Ti^***  ^^P°^^     ^-  G*- 1  wj^li  to  tendsr  my  thanks 
to  the  following  for  prizes  received  and  promised  for  the 
Nov.  4  A.B.  competition  :  S,  AUcook  and  Co  ,  Redditch, 
17a.  61.  worth  of  tackle  ;  Brunstvick  Bros,  A.S,,  telescop3 
handle;  Mrs.  Chaplais.    Blenheim  Arms,  ttventy-Sve 
cigars;  Mr,  Maguire,  Blenheim  A.S.,  a  pair  of  vases; 
Lychnobite  A.S.,  Russian  leather  tackle  case  ;  Mr. 
Glaiehar,  a  handsome  book;  Mr.  Booffl)r,  Phosaix  A  S  ' 
prize;  Amicable  Excelsior,  winch ;  Hoxbon  Bros.,  prize  '; 
United  Bros.  A.S..  Russian  leather  case  and  four-line 
rosewood  winder;  Mr.  G.  Hemens,  62.  Wandsworth 
road,  sportsman's  knife  ;  Messrs.  King  and  Son,  Hammer- 
smit'a,  set  of  carvers  ;  Ogden  Smith,  cycle  rod;  Mr 
Walker,  Railway  Hotel,  Richmond,  fifty  Rothschild  cigars  • 
T.  Stokes,  Compasfes  Hotel,  Richmond,  bottle  of  whisky  • 
Mr.  Hiil,    Original  Clerkenwell  Pifoitorials,  shade  of 
birds  ;  United  Old  Friends  A.S,,  walnut  wood  check  reel  • 
Mr.  Poole,  104,  Broadwall,  S.B.,  xy.zb;  Mesa  s,  Rox! 
burgh  Brothers,  a  white  quilt.    And  before  this  report  is 
circulated  far  and  wide  quite  a  stream  of  prizes  will  be  the 
order.    Up  to  this  time  there  is  exactly  seventy  prizes.  I 
have  rot  left  a  stone  unturned,  end  have  canvassed  for 
prizes  and  not  met  with  mtny  refusals.   None  of  our 
s_,ewards  will  fish  on  the  4:h,  and  will  pay  the  best  atten- 
tion to  the  competitors.    There  will  be  two  sets  of  scales 
and  a  double  staff  to  weigh-in  the  takes  of  fish.   All  fish 
are  to  be  brought  up  in  bags  and  left  till  after  the  weigh- 
mg-m,  and  will  be  then  handed  back.    No  competitor  to 
occupy  a  position  in  the  weighing-in  grouni.  After 
weighing-in  fish  to  pass  ont  and  make  room  for  others. 
Full  pirticulars  and  conditions,  and  liet  of  prizes,  will  be 
published  at  Id.  each  on  Nov.  4.    Full  report  next  week 
it^F-  G.  Ben  Abrahams,  Hon.  S.o 


CROYDON  ANGLING  CLUB. 
The  success  which  has  attended  the  formation  of  the 
CroyJon  Angling  Club  is  somewhat  phenomenal,   A  few 
months  ago  eo  club  existed,  and  now  it  i)  a  flourishing 
society,  consisting  of  seventy  members.    The  laLtsrn 
lecture  was  held  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon,  and 
in  the  spacious  ball  room,  which  was  comfortably  filled, 
there  being  upwards  of  250  ladies  and  gentlemen  present. 
Councillor  Dobson  took  the  chair,  and  opened  the  prc- 
oeedinge  in  a  humorous  speech,  in  which  he  gave  an  acsount 
of  his  unsuccessful  attempts  at  angling.    He  then  intrc- 
duced  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  to  the  audience.    The  electric  light 
was  then  switched  off,  displajing  the  first  view— the  source 
of  the  Thames.    Aa  the  lecturer  proceeded,  hia  large 
audisnse  showed  their  full  appreciation  of  his  yarna  p.nd 
remarks  by  roars  of  laughter  and  applause.   The  story  of 
the  gratitude  of  Bill  West's  pike  fairly  took  them  by 
Btjorm,  while  the  Chertsey  shark,  that  nearly  swamped  the 
Mary  Anm,  was  described  wi:h  a  dryness  that  caused  an 
outburst  of  merriment.   At  the  conclusion  the  chairman 
proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  "  Thatched  One,"  which 
was  carried  with  acclamation,  after  being  seconded  by  Mr. 
J-  W.  Ward.    During  the  interval  refreshments  were 
supplied  in  a  side  room,  where  the  invited  ones  were  well 
looked  after  by  Mr.  Dix  and  his  brother  committeemen 
The  box  of  the  T.A  P.S.  was  passed  round  after  the 
interval,  when  £2  10s.  was  counted,  and  hand  d  over  to 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  who  thanked  the  audience  for  their 
liberal  support.    Mr.  Isaacs,  ^^ith  the  aid  of  his  sp'endid 
camera,  placed  (he  views  upon  the  asreen  in  a  mante.- 
that  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  while  each  member  of  the 
committee,  not  forgetting  Mr.  G.  Dix,  the  secretary, 
atrjve  their  utmost  to  make  matters  work  smoothly 
Many   angling  celebrities  were  present,  viz..  Rev  J 
Bentham,  head  master  of  Whitgift    School,  Messrs' 


The  Howietoun  Fishery  Co.,  Stirling,  N,B, 
We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Howietoun'  Fishery 
established  by  the  late  Sir  J.  R.  G.  Maitland,  has  had  a 
successful  season,  as  will  bo  seen  from  the  foUowire 
extracts  from  their  new  prospectus  : 

Season  1900-1901. 
,.  "  The  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  in  iesning  the  price 
list  for  the  season  1900-1901,  have  much  pleasure  in  report- 
ing the  increasing  succ;s8  and  progreaa  of  the  fishery. 

The  demand  last  season,  both  for  ova  and  young  fish 
has  again  greatly  exceeded  the  supply,  and  exterslve 
alterations  and  improvements  are  at  present  going  on  to 
enable  us  to  meet  this  demand. 

Fresh  blood  from  the  beat  strains  has  now  been  intro- 
duced to  the  fishery,  and  our  patrons  will  benefit  by  the 
increased  strength  and  vigour  of  the  young  stock  for  sale 
We  have  now  on  hand,  for  sale,  a  splendid  stock  of  all 
the  various  kinds  of  young  trout,  &2.  The  yearlincB 
espacially-both  Irideus,  Levenemis,  and  i-'aj-io- are  the 
finest  we  have  ever  seen. 

"We  have  a  limited  number  of  "Zebras,"  which  we 
otter  at  the  same  rate  as  Fontinalis.  This  hybrid  is  a 
cross  between  trout  and  Fontinalis,  and  is  a  very  beautiful 
and  good  sporting  fish,  suitable  for  ponds,  &o  ,  with  no 
spawning  ground  ;  and  also  where  variety  in  the  basket  ia 
desired. 

"  We  have  also  a  cumber  of  yearlings  and  two-year-olds 
of  across  between  .S.  salar  and  .S.  levenensis,  viz. :  I  trout 
and  g  salmon.  These  we  offer  at  £2  and  £5  10a.  per 
nuEdred  respectively,  delivered. 

T,  L  ^  "72"'  P'"^  ""^y      stocked  snccessfnli'y. 

but  in  different  places,  either  by  means  of  ova  sown  in 
redds,  or  by  fry,  yearlings,  or  two-year-olds.  The  difficulty 
IS  to  jadge  how  the  best  return  can  be  got  for  the  cost. 

If  there  is  any  depth  of  water,  by  two-year-olds  will 
alwa,y8  be  the  safest  and  the  speediest  mode  of  stocking 
but  m  many  lakes  and  some  livera,  the  quantity  of  fish 
required  is  so  large  that,  in  the  interest  of  due  economy 
time  must  be  sacrificed,  and  some  mode  of  stocking 
cheaper  than  by  two-year-olds  resorted  to.  If  there  are 
many  small  gravelly  streams  suitable  for  young  fry  from 
alevinage  to  six  months  old,  and  clear  water  in  abundacce 
then  ova  sown  in  redds  is  undoubtedly  the  best  method  •  if 
there  are  small  streams  feeding  the  water  to  be  stocked 
but  not  sufficiently  clear  to  ensure  the  success  of  ova  sown 
in  redds,  then  three-month-old  fry  are  to  be  recommended  • 
but  our  experience  is  that  there  is  no  half-way  house 
between  ova  sown  in  redds  and  three-month-old  fry 
Younger  fry  are  too  risky;  they  may  do,  but  only  where 
ova  would  do  as  well,  and  at  half  the  cost. 

''O^a  from  Howietoun,  being  taken  from  splendid 
mature  fish,  and  combined  with  our  unrivalled  system  of 
hatching,  selection,  and  packing,  ensures  the  best  possible 
return  to  the  cuatomer,  ia  the  vitality  practically  of  every 
ovum  sent  out. 

Ova  will  bo  forwarded  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
purchasers  in  any  stage  after  the  eye-spots  are  visible.  It 
is  recommended  that  generally,  and  especially  for  redds 
ova  be  forwarded  on  the  point  t  f  hitching.  ' 

"Fry  are  forwarded  three  montha  after  hatchiug-ia 
April  and  May. 

"  Yearlings  vary  from  2iin.  to  Sin.  from  November  to 
June;  they  are  always  forwarded  over  3in,,  with  perhaps 
the  exception  of  a  very  small  percentage.  Tne  earliest 
orders  obtain  the  best  fish,  since  the  most  advanced  ponds 
are  dispatched  first.  It  is  therefore  a  mistake  to  order  iu 
May,  as,  even  if  there  then  be  surplus  yearlings  on  hand 
(which  IS  very  uncertain),  they  are  the  latest,  and  not  the 
largest  fish.  If  fish  are  required  late  in  the  season,  order 
eaily.  and  have  them  reserved. 

"Yearlings  are,  par  eccelience,  the  sizo  for  general 
purposes.  They  are  strong  enough  to  find  their  own  focd, 
thus  avoiding  the  principal  cause  of  mortality  amorg  fry 
namely,  starvation  ;  they  are  easUy  carried,  and  stand  the 
journey  well;  they  accommodate  themaelvea  with  the 
greatest  facility  to  new  water ;  atd  they  thrive  so  fast  in 
ponds  that  they  will  be  found  a  very  profitable  investment. 

Two-yes  r-olds  run  from  oin.  to  9.n,  from  Novembtr 
to  Jane;  they  are  always  forwarded  over  oiin.,  and  are 
recommended  when  sport  in  the  shortest  possible  time  is 
required, 

"List  of  aquatic  plants,  suitable  for  lakes,  ponds.  &c. 
on  applioatio:i," 


FISH  CULTURE  ON  THE  CHESS, 
[The  fo  lowirg  extracts  are  from  a  circular  we  have 
received  f mm  a  new  fish-breedirg  establiahment  on  the 
Chess. — Ed.  , 

Chess  River  Teout  Farm 
(In  connection  with  Co.  Cavan  Trent  Farm,  Ireland). 
Solesbxidge  Mill  House,  Chorleywood, 

RickmacsiTcrth,  Herts,  September,  1900. 
Dear  Sir,— As  a  bracch  to  the  Co.  Cavan  Troct  Farm 
in  Ireland,  we  have  been  etabled  by  the  conitesy  of  P 
Clnt^erbuck,  Esq..  of  Goldingtons,  Sirratt,  to  secu-e  a 
site  on  the  iiver  Chees  for  the  purpose  of  trout  breeditg 

Haying  already  a  most  successful  and  t  ffioient  hatchery 
in  J  reland,  at  the  outlet  of  Lough  Sillan,  we  will  devoto 
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our  work  tere  mainly  to  rearing  trout  of  the  larger  aizee, 
ramely,  jearlirga,  twc-jear-olda,  and  tbree-jear-olds. 

Our  central  potition,  in  touch  with  all  the  main  railway 
lines  ruEning  out  of  London,  loithward  atd  wettward, 
will  he  an  especial  advantage  to  owners  of  fishing  waters 
who  with  to  ttcek  with  adult  fish.  In  cases  where  there 
are  coarfe  fish  (pike,  perch,  or  roech)  already  in  streams, 
we  reccinmend  the  iiitroduclion  of  trout  of  such  a  size 
as  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  themeelves  against 
entmiea. 

Where  fly  fishing  has  fallen  cfE  owirg  to  scarcity  of 
trout,  our  new  trout  firm,  bo  centrally  placed,  will  afford 
owners  of  waters'  (whether  stream  or  lake  or  pond)  a 
ready  means  cf  quickly  improving  the  angling,  which 
appears  to  be  the  one  thing  difficult  to  get  near  London, 
possibly  for  want  of  a  little  aqna-cultcre  to  make  the  most 
,of  what  streams  are  available. 

As  a  speciality,  wo  desire  to  extend  the  introduction  of 
the  rainbow  trout  {Salmo  iridens). 

The  points  in  its  favour  as  a  tpart-giving  fish  are  that  it 
puts  on  weight  and  s'ze  more  rapidly  ;  is  not  a  bottom- 
feeder,  but  rises  constantly  to  the  fly;  when  hooked, 
fights  gamely.  Rainbows  can  be  nearly  always  counted 
upcnto  1189  throughout  the  summer.  It  is  a  fact  that 
t'aty  teem  to  be  leas  affected  by  tho:e  atmospheric  condi- 
tions during  which  fario  but  seldom  or  never  rise.  For 
1  ikes  and  artificial  ponds  especially  they  are  by  far  the 
most  suitable  variety  to  stock  with. 

The  anglicg  clubs  in  Lincashire  and  Yorkshire  districts, 
in  stocking  waters,  buy  very  largely  of  rainbows. 

At  cnr  Irish  hatchery  the  most  gratifying  success 
follows  our  operations,  owing  greatly  to  the  fine  natural 
conditions.  Mr.  Wilson  Armistead  (whose  experience 
extends  over  Germany,  Francs,  the  United  States,  as  well 
as  Scotland  and  Ireland)  superintends  parsonally  the 
spawning  and  hatching  operations  there. 

In  January  we  can  supply  eyed  ova  taken  from  wild 
Irish  brown  trout ;  in  March,  with  rainbow  ova.  Hatch- 
ing boxes  and  all  other  apparatus  may  be  had  of  us  very 
cheaply. 

Our  supnly  of  yearlings  this,  our  first  seaEon,  will  be 
limited. — Tours  faithfully, 

D.  S.  Graham  (to  whom  address  letters), 

Wilson  H.  Armistead  (of  Co.  Cavan  Trout  Farm). 


The  secretary  cf  the  Anglers'  Association  (Mr.  E.  G. 
Wccdruff)  sends  the  following:  At  Iver,  near  Slough, 
Bucks,  on  Oct.  20,  before  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Joseph 
Worley  was  charged  with  having  attempted  to  take  certain 
fish  then  being  Ln  certain  waters  wherein  the  Anghrs' 
Aescciation  had  a  private  right  of  fishing.  Defendant 
pleaded  guilty.  Chairman  (addressing  prosecutor):  "  I 
presume  that  you  do  not  press  the  charge,  and  that 
you  only  want  a  conviction,  and  that  the  fine  be  nominal." 
Prosecutor:  "That  is  the  wish  of  the  association,  sir, 
only,  with  this  understanding,  that  in  the  event  of 
another  conviction  a  heavier  penalty  will  be  asked  for." 
Chairman;  "Just  so;  just  so."  Chairman  (addressing 
defendant)  :  "  Joseph  Worley,  you  are  fined  2a.  Gd.  and 
7a-  Gd.  cost,  or,  in  default,  seven  days."  The  money  was 
pa'd. 

The  report  from  the  Lark  appears  in  another  page 
signed  "  Eaven."  Mr.  W.  Howes  now  writes  that  he 
accompanied  a  gentleman  to  the  fishing  and  had  thirty 
good  roach  and  dace.  The  fish  are  now  getting  into  deep 
water,  and — the  usual — "  when  we  have  some  rain,"  some 
good  eoptures  are  anticipated.   Jack  are  now  "  well  cn." 


Me.  p.  J.  Collins,  hor.  see.  of  the  Anchor  Fishing 
Society  (KiDpston),  writes  :  "  We  have  a  supper  at  head- 
quarters, the  Druid's  Head,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  7, 
at  eight  o'clock.  It  is  expected  that  a  representative  of 
the  T.A.P.S.  will  be  present  to  cpen  the  contribution 
b:x."    It  is  very  gratifjing  to  hear  that  this  young  club 

going  strong. 


The  Eiohmond  competiti'-n  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
A.B.S.,  which  is  fixed  for  Nov.  4,  is  being  engineered  by 
"  Ben"  and  Host  Chaplais,  and  many  other  good  workers. 
In  conversation  with  "Ben,"  he  tella  me  he  is  doing  his 
utmost  to  bring  in  the  piizEs,  and  that  his  job  is  no 
sinecure.  I  can  quite  believe  him.  Business  men,  who 
wear  out  thiir  boots,  and  spend  their  money  and  time  in 
any  good  cause,  ought  to  be  appreciated,  and  "  Ben  "  is 
worthy  of  appreciation.  He  hopes  to  see  me  on  the  day  of 
the  competition.  I  told  him  I  would  be  there  if  possible  ; 
bat  I  must  ask  my  doctor. 


On  the  2l8t  inst.  I  had  a  "  run  "  down  to  Daal,  hoping 
to  bring  home  a  few  nice  whiting,  &c.,  tut  the  fates  were 
against  me  ;  that  is  it  blew  half  a  galp,  and  not  a  single 
Deal  boatman  would  take  me  out.  There  were  thren 
galley  punts  cut,  on  board  one  of  which  was  the  "  Dcctor," 
but  sport  wes  "  flow."  When  I  go  fishing  I  like  to  fish, 
but  Ned  Hanger,  Harry  Ball,  The  Commodore,  Mess; 8. 
Minehin,  Mallett,  and  Richardson  (of  the  pier)  would  not 
allow  me  to  risk  my  valuable  (?)  lifp,  so  I  dined  with  the 
Commodore,  rat  in  tie  "White  House"  cn  the  beaoh 
(H.  Bill,  proprietor),  and,  while  partaking  cf  the  walnuts 
and  the  wine  {real,  this  is,  mind  jon),  watched  the  billows 
and  the  storm— through  the  window  panes.  Anyivay,  I 
had  a  good  blow. 


"  The  Thames  is  low  and  clear."  "  We  want  a  week's 
goon  rain  to  clear  cff  the  weeds,  which  are  now  quite 
rotten."   Hid.   The  Stcurat  Bures  is  in  a  similar  con- 


dition—in fact,  all  our  rivers  are  sadly  in  need  of  rain. 
But  although  the  Thames  is  "out  of  order,"  it  did  not 
prevent  Mr.  C.  E.  Nevill  from  capturing  a  trout  of  over 
31b.  whilst  Carp  fishing  at  Egham  Weir  on  Oct.  21.  The 
question  is  often  asked  :  "  What  do  fish  feed  on  ?  "  Well, 
this  trout  took  paste.  Mr.  B.  Howies,  who  sends  the 
information,  helped  to  laud  it,  and  it  was  immediately  set 
free.  "  I  waited  till  dark,"  he  continues,  "  to  see  if  the 
fish  '  turned  up,'  but  am  glad  to  say  I  waited  in  vain." 


While  on  the  subject  of  "  strange  bails,"  it  would  be 
very  interesting  to  know  what  lure  whs  responsible  for  the 
following  :  "  Though  pier  fi:hing  at  Dsal,"  writes  Mr.  J. 
Richardson,  "has  lately  been  so  preciri  us,  yet  one 
gentleman  (Mr.  A.  G.  B.  Hicks)  hooked  and  landed, 
on  Wednesday,  a  pair  of  blue  cloth  trousers."  The  rules 
and  regulations  govern'ng  the  pier  and  boat  competition  on 
Nov.  10,  11,  12,  17,  18  19,  are  in  the  hands  of  every 
member  of  theB.S.A  S,,  and  very  explicit,  but  nothing 
whatever  h  said  about  "  trousers." 


A  TREAT  is  in  store  for  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Epsom  Angling  Society.  On  Oct.  30  (Tuesday)  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade,  secretary  Central  Asscciation,  will  give  a 
lecture  at  headquarters,  entitled,  "Fishing  and  Holiday 
Trips  by  the  S.B.  and  CD.  Railways.''  The  lecture  will 
be  illustrated  with  limelight  lantern  views.  It  has  been 
my  privilege  to  listen  to  this  very  instructive  lecture,  and 
I  ehall  try  to  hear  it  again. 

 >»♦■»<  

The  Fisherman's  Dream. 
Crackled  the  logs  to  a  merry  tune. 
Twisted  the  arrowy  tongues  cf  flame  ; 
Over  the  carpet  the  shadows  stole, 
And  leapt  from  wainscot  to  curtain  pole. 
The  tempest  without  eddied  and  whirled, 
Shuddered  the  dcg,  on  the  hearthrug  curled. 

Yawned  a  fisherman,  not  very  old. 
Muttered,  and  lolled  in  hia  eaiy  chair ; 
"  O,  it's  just  my  luck  !  "  reflected  he, 
And  gazed  at  the  ceiling  ab.'ently. 
Despite  his  very  persistent  zeal, 
He  never  managed  to  fill  his  creel. 

Rattled  the  windows,  and  creaked  the  doors, 
Ticked  the  old  clock  in  the  dim-lit  hall : 
Weary  of  thinkiny ,  and  vexed  of  soul. 
Dazed  by  the  shadows  that  round  him  stolej 
Langour  over  the  fishertrran  crept, 
Weighed  on  his  eyelids,  so  that  he  slept. 

F.ippled  the  water,  and  played  the  breeze, 
Warbled  and  chattered  the  feathered  throng  : 
Never  yet  had  the  fisherman  seen 
Such  wonderful  fish  in  pond  or  stream ; 
Such  wonderful  fish  that  simply  took 
Whatever  bait  he  put  on  his  hook. 

Doubled  the  rod,  and  quivered  the  line, 
Darted  the  float  on  its  downward  way  ; 
Over  and  over  the  beauties  rolled. 
And  flashed  their  sides  in  the  sunshine  gold. 
Shyness  or  craft  they  seemed  to  have  none  ; 
Never,  I  ween,  was  such  spletdid  fun  ! 

Chuckled  the  fisherman  merrily. 
Gathered  the  sweat  on  his  youthful  brow ; 
Strewn  and  flopping  about  on  the  grass, 
Were  specimen  fiah  of  every  c^ass. 
When  lo  !  his  line,  it  suddenly  broke  ; 
Cursing  his  luck,  the  fisherman  woke. 

Smouldered  the  logs  on  the  dismal  hearth, 
Echoed  the  solit'ry  midnight  hour. 
Marvelling  much  at  the  things  he'd  seen. 
Muttering  oft,  and  thoughtful  in  mien. 
The  fisherman  sat  and  muaed  awhile. 
Then  over  lis  face  there  crept  a  smile. 
***** 

Swelled  the  laughter  and  rollicking  song, 
Mingled  the  jest  and  the  sportsman's  tale  ; 
Yet  sceptical  some,  and  rather  cold, 
The  while  the  rash  young  fiaherman  told 
O:  sport  he'd  had  in  a  certain  stream. 
Nor  uttered  a  word  abcut  a  dream. 

Phil.  Sansom. 


A  bohimian  concert  in  aid  of  Ihose  deservirg  and 
beneficent  institutions,  tiie  Printers'  Pension,  Almshouses, 
and  Orphan  Asjlum  and  the  Caxton  Convalescent  Home, 
v  ill  be  pi\ea  to-morrow  (Saturday)  evening  by  the  East 
Ham  and  Upton  Park  Aoxillary  to  the  Printing  Charities. 
The  place  where  the  generofiiy  of  modern  Bohemia.  which 
affects  some  of  the  habits  atd  practices  of  polite  society, is 
to  expand  itself,  ia  the  "  Harmonic  Hall"  of  the  Green 
Man,  Upton  Park.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Fred 
Foster,  a  well-known  London  angler  ;  and  it  goes  without 
saying  that  an  excellent  programme  has  been  arranged  by 
the  committee. 


Advices  from  (he  South  African  branch  of  tte  Ljch- 
nobite  Angling  Society  show  a  lively  state  of  tffiirs  in 
Pondoland.  Oce  of  the  society's  members  (Mr.  W. 
Williams),  banished  from  Johannesburg  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  and  new  with  the  Kaffrarian  Rifles,  at  Bizana, 
sends  a  most  interesting  letter  tot  ha  society's  headquarters 
in  London.  Between  his  military  duties  and  his  duties  to 
the  fair  (or  dark)  sex,  which,  by  the  bye,  seem  very 
pressing,  where  Englishmen  are  concerned,  he  manages  to 
find  time  fcr  indulgence  in  his  favourite  sport.  Curious 
fish,  indeed,  abound  there,  and  when  I  have  been  properly 
through  the  list  cf  his  oatchee  I  shjll  probably  have  some- 
thirg  to  say  about  them 


By  the  bye,  the  annual  dinner  of  this  flourishing  society 
takes  place  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel  on  Dec.  1.  The 
other  day  I  met  Mr.  Sid  Ransom,  their  busy  hon.  sfo  , 
who,  as  usual,  "  hadn't  a  minnte  to  stop,"  and  I  under- 
stand that  a  big  attendance  is  anticipated.  I  have  a  very 
special  "invite"  myself  to  be  present,  and  I  certainly 
hope  to  be  there  if  at  all  possible. 

 >»»♦<  

Lea  anglers  in  general  will  deeply  regret  to  hear  that 
Mr.  Pdjne,  of  the  Fibh  and  Eels,  ia  seriously  ill,  and  I  am 
sura  that  all  who  know  him  will  wish  him  a  speedy 
recovery.  His  kindliness  to  anglers  is  proverbial,  and  we 
really  cannot  afford  to  lose  such  friends  from  our  midst, 
even  for  a  short  time.  Hurry  up  Payne  and  get  well ! 
 >  »  >  ♦  <  

"  Deak  Drag,"  writes  a  Brighton  angler,  "re  the 
account  given  of  the  eel  in  sucTiing  eegs,  I  would  say  that 
a  keeper  whose  word  I  believe  I  can  rely  upon  once  told 
me  that  he  at  one  time  was  constantly  losing  his  newly- 
hatched  pheasants  at  night,  and  determined  to  "  lie  up  " 
one  night  in  the  hope  of  detecting  thief.  He  saw  two 
very  large  eels  come  from  out  the  lake  straight  to  the 
coops  (a  distance  of  about  GOjds.),  and  go  partly  into  the 
coop,  when  his  movements  caused  them  to  rapidly  return 
to  the  water.  He  moved  the  coops,  and  lost  no  more 
young  pheasants." 


On  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  7,  Mr.  T.  Cramplen  ("  Old 
Izaak ")  will  give  an  illustrated  lecture  before  the 
members  and  friends  cf  the  St.  Ives  and  District  A.S.,  at 
the  Priory  Rooms,  St,  Ives,  Hunts,  entitled  "  Fishing  in 
the  Eastern  Counties— Past  and  Present."  The  Mayer 
has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair,  and  ladies  are 
especially  invited.  The  hon.  sec  ,  Mr.  E.  Collinson,  hopes 
to  see  a  big  master  of  London  anglers  present. 


The  entertainments  at  the  Westminster  Aquarium  are 
constantly  changed,  and  on  Monday  no  less  than  seven  new 
"  turns  "  are  to  be  introduced  into  the  lengthy  and  lively 
programme.  Of  these  a  very  unique  show  is  that  of 
Horace  Pickett,  a  double-voiced  ventrilc quiet.  The  other 
newcomers  are  comedians,  serio-comics,  the  juvenile  King 
of  Coins,  and  the  Four  M.P.'s,  or  Musical  Palmers, 
Visitors  can  see  the  Paris  Exhibition  daily  in  the  concert 
hall  by  means  of  the  cinemetograpb. 

 >»♦»  <  

The  annual  double  number  of  Land  and,  Water  will 
appear  on  Oct.  27  next.  A  special  feature  will  be  a 
reproduction  in  colours  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland's 
famous  "  foxhound  Belvoir  Dexter ' '  ( 1895) ,  after  a  painting 
by  Outhbert  Bradley.  In  addition,  several  illustrated 
hunting  articles  by  prominent  writers  will  appear,  besides 
"The  Hound  List  and  Kennel  Directory,  1900-1901," 
giving  particulars  of  all  the  packs  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
 >»♦■»<  

The  appearance  o  a  shoal  of  smelts  swimming  close 
in  shore  near  the  promenade  pier  at  Dover  on  Saturday 
night  last,  Oct.  20,  led  to  the  belief  that  some  larger  fish 
were  preying  upon  them  a  little  distance  cff.  The  fisher- 
m(  n  got  out  some  nets,  and  succeeded  in  landing  between 
SCO  and  1000  bass,  some  of  which  weighed  about  101b. 
The  best  of  the  fish  sold  at  one  shilling  per  pound. 


I  AM  pleased  to  see  "Truthful  Tommy's"  handwriting 
again — it  shows  me  he  is  getting  over  bis  recent  illness— 
but  when  he  tells  me  he  has  received  the  following  cable 
from  "  Uncle,"  like  the  proverbial  Scotchman,  "  I  hae  ma 
doots": 

"Annexation  is  vexation, 
To  hook  it  is  as  bad ; 
To  have  to  leave  my  '  quids '  behind- 
Well,  that  just  drives  me  mad." 
Any  one,  I  should  like  to  add,  who  can  guess  who 
"  Uncle  "  is  can  obtain  the  f .  G.  at  any  of  our  nsual 
agents  on  payment  of  twopence. 

 >»»■»<  

A  certain  angler  arrived  at  a  station  not  very  far  from 
Brandon  one  evening  last  week.  He  was  told  that  as  they 
were  so  full  up  his  only  chance  of  a  bed  was  to  sleep  with 
another  angler,  who  was  "  sweet  and  clean,"  and  a  gentle- 
man. He  retired  early  to  bed,  turned  in  (after  turning 
down  the  light),  and  slept.  In  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  angler  No.  1  "  turned  in."  Then  No.  2  began 
to  scratch  himself  so  vigorously  that  the  question  was 
naturally  asked:  "What  ia  the  matter  with  you?" 
"Nothing,  nothing,  old  chap;  I've  only  got  the  itch  !" 
Then  No.  2  had  all  the  bed  to  himself,  and  No,  1  finished 
his  "  rest  "  in  the  arm  chair  downstairs.  The  only  hitch 
in  the  proceedings  was  -^shen  No.  1  refused  to  pay  for  his 
right's  lodging,  although  he  actually  occupied  the  bed ! 
The  question  arises,  should  not  the  hotel  keeper  stipulate 
that  the  price  for  a  bed  should  be  "for  a  night  or  part  of 
a  night  ?  " 


He  said  he  was  going  fishing,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
he  had  been  doing  himself  particularly  well  during  the 
afternoon,  and  intended  to  "  finish  up  the  day,"  but  being 
expected  home  he  f  hooght  it  best  to  wire,  so  he  handed 
in  the  following  telegram :  "  Mrs.  Brown,  Brixton, — 
Tintinabulation  ;  Preposterousness ;  Interchangeability ; 
Pdrallelopipedon;  Eehabilitatiou ;  Papilionaceous  j  Bncylo- 
pffiiical;  Idiosynoracyj  Symptomatology.— John."  "But, 
sir,"  remonstrated  the  fair  pencil  biter  behind  the  counter, 
"I  cp.n't  make  head  or  tail  of  it."  "Now  look  here, 
missy,"  replied  the  festive  John,  "don't  you  shove  your 
oar  in,  just  you  send  them  twelve  words  along  as  quick  as 
your  wires  will  carry  them,  and  then  my  good  lady  will 
know  without  my  telling  her  how  things  ia.   Savez  ?  " 

Dragnet. 
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Woic5  from  i^)e  ^ovl^. 


Sfort  on  the  Dee  haa  been  ezoeediogly  brisk,  and  would 
have  even  been  better  had  the  river  been  steadier.  As  it  is 
anglers  over  forty  miles  of  the  river  are  gntting  fish  every 
day,  some  one,  some  two,  and  some  as  miiny  as  half  a 
dozen.  _____ 

The  last  week  is  usually  the  best,  and  for  the  next  few 
days  rods  will  be  plying  on  every  inch  of  water  while  the 
fiih  oontiane  to  crowd  into  the  pools  ab  )ve  from  the  ones 
below.  The  fly,  and  of  the  small  double  iron  summer  size 
is  the  killing  lure,  l^in.  being  about  the  largest  in  vogue 


The  finest  fish  of  the  season  was  got  on  the  Cairnton 
wati»r  by  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  with  a  mfdium  Bedwing 
Killer,  by  Milne,  Aberdeen.  It  scaled  43ib.,  and  was  a 
magnificent  specimen  of  an  autumn  beauty. 


Last  year,  Lord  Penhryn,  who  is  presently  at  Cairnton 
had  the  record  fish  of  the  season  in  exactly  the  same  spot 
aa  Mr.  Farley  got  his  last  week.  His  lordship's  fish  was 
3Ib.  lighter  than  Mr.  Farley's. 


The  quality  of  the  autumn  fish  is  superb.  Of  course, 
there  are  a  few  dark  and  red  skins,  but  the  majority  of 
those  being  got  compare  very  favourably  with  many  a 
spting  beauty.  ___ 

Mr.  Bdward  Drummond  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Leslie 
who  have  been  having  an  angling  holiday  in  the  north,  left 
Aberdeen  on  M  )ndiy  for  Sc.  James's-plaos,  London,  with 
the  4  p.m.  West  Coast  train. 


Three  hundred  salmon  were  carted  from  one  pool  to 
another,  some  two  miles  up  stream  on  the  Dan,  on 
Saturday  week  last,  and  on  Saturday  last  the  pot  was  as 
full  of  fish  as  ever. 

The  lessees  on  the  Grandholm  water  kindly  permitted 
the  officers  of  the  Don  Fishery  Board  to  net  the  Sauch  pot, 
and  transplant  the  heavier  and  more  gravid  fish  over  the 
dam  dykes,  and  so  save  them  for  brood  purposes. 


The  transplanting  was  carried  out  in  water  carts,  and, 
considering  the  heavy  consignments  and  the  state  of  the 
fish,  only  some  half  dozen  or  so  were  lost  through  injury 


The  Earl  of  Suffolk  bad  a  beauty  on  the  Don  last  week 
of  33^1b.,  which  took  him  an  hour's  running  before  he 
could  bring  it  to  the  gafE.  The  Countess  had  one  the 
same  day,  IZJlb.   

Lord  Flayfair  had  ten  fish  one  day  last  week,  all  to  the 
fly,  the  heaviest  being  221b.  Fish  are  being  got  in  every 
other  pool,  and  the  Grandholm  rods  are  having  as  many 
as  twenty  of  an  aggregate  on  some  days  of  an  average  of 
16lb.   

_  The  Queen  and  Court  move  south  on  Nov.  10.  Mean- 
time, Mr.  Mather  and  a  few  more  of  the  Royal  household 
are  having  fairly  good  sport  on  the  Dee,  the  fi^h  being 
mostly  of  the  summer  run.  Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  .Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  new  stations  wiU  be  added  next  year 
to  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  travelling  card. 
The  Dudley  Association,  whose  members  reside  at  Eound 
Oak,  will  be  able  to  book  to  all  stations  from  the  ktter 
place,  on  the  Great  Western  Eailway,  to  where  fishing  can 
be  obtained.  Also  the  members  of  the  association  Uving 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Old  Hill  station  will  also  be  in  a 
position  to  enjoy  the  same  privilege.  The  new  stations 
for  Birmin«ham,  on  the  G.W.R.,  will  be  Welshpool, 
Abingdon,  Ross,  Chester,  and  Sontham  Road.  The  latter 
station  will  be  useful  for  members  who  desire  to  fiah  the 
Fenny  Oompton  Canal,  There  is  only  one  station 
required  on  the  London  and  North-Western  line  that 
Birmingham  requires,  and  that  is  Lichfield  City,  This 
station  is  required  so  that  the  clubs  who  rent  the  canal 
near  can  get  more  easily  to  their  water,  Warrington  also 
require  the  privilege  to  book  by  the  L.  and  N.W.  to 
Wellington,  Upton  Magna,  Walcot,  and  Tatenhall  Road. 
Wolverhampton  wiU  also  have  Doaington  and  Grudgiogton 
upon  their  cards.  The  Cradley  Association  only  wish  for 
two  new  stations,  namely,  Newnham  Bridge  and  Tenbury. 
Walsall  will  have  Craven  Arms  and  Plowden  added  to 
their  liat,  .Liverpool  will  also  have  one  or  two  extra 
stations.  Smethwick  will  have  the  privilege  of  booking  to 
all  the  same  stations  that  the  Birmingham  anglers  travel 
to  on  the  G.W.R.  Co,  Weston-super-Mare  will  have 
Aubridge  added  to  their  list.  Crewe  will  also  have  two 
new  stations,  which  will  be  handy  to  the  Shropshire 
Union  canal.  Several  other  concessions  will  be  added  to 
the  already  long  list  of  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  members 
of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association.  The  Crown  Hotel, 
Snow  Hill,  Birmingham,  will,  daring  the  winter  months, 
be  the  meeting  place  for  a  number  of  the  Birmingham 
anglers.  Several  concerts  have  already  been  arranged  for 
he  olubg.    The  first  will  be  in  connection  vsith  the  Good 


Intent  Society,  which  is  in  aid  of  their  prize  fund.  This 
concert  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  Oct.  31,  when 
a  large  number  of  the  members  and  their  friends  will  be 
present.  The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  will  hold  two 
Bp>-ciil  concerts  on  Nov.  13  and  14  next,  the  pro 
ceeds  of  which  will  ha  devoted  to  their  silver 
challenge  cup  fund.  A  large  number  of  tickets  have  been 
disposed  of  by  both  eccieties,  and  everything  pjints  to 
these  and  future  concerts  being  a  decided  success.  The 
room  where  the  concerts  are  to  be  held  in  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  Birmingham,  and  Mr.  White  will  be  pleased  to 
make  arrangements  with  clubs  for  concerts  of  a  similar 
character  to  be  held  in  the  future.  Angling  during  the 
week  has  been  very  quiet  round  Birmingham  ;  but  those 
members  who  have  gone  long  distances  from  the  city  have 
met  with  good  sport.  Walcot  and  Upton  Magna  have 
been  visited  by  a  select  few,  who  have  had  no  reason  to 
complain  of  the  sport.  On  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Severn  sport  haa  been  quiet.  Sport  has  been  fairly  good 
at  Kemeey.  This  will  be  the  great  contest  place  fcr  clubs 
next  year,  as  of  late  the  clubs  have  been  more  than  pleased 
with  the  way  the  water  has  turned  out.  The  Avon  has 
been  fished,  but  things  have  been  very  quiet,  as  the  water 
is  just  now  very  fine.  The  bream  have  been  off  the  feed 
and  as  a  consequence  no  large  catches  have  been  recorded 
Canal  fishing  is  very  quiet  jast  now.  All  the  clubs,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two,  are  all  through  with  their 
bye-contests.  The  Birminghaiu  Anglers'  Debating 
Society,  by  the  kind  permission  of  J.  W.  Willis  Bund 
Esq  ,  will  have  an  outing  on  the  Teme  on  Saturday  next, 
The  election  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  will  be  held  shortly.  When  they  are 
elected,  the  printing  of  the  new  travelling  cards  for  1901 
will  be  put  in  hand. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 
Although  the  Fen  waters  have  been  running  slightly 
below  their  usual  autumn  level,  fairly  good  sport  has  been 
obtained.  Roach  fishermen  have  done  pretty  well  in  the 
Mount  Pleasant  and  Forty-foot  Draias,  and  recent 
captures  have  been  particularly  noticeable  for  some  big 
fish.  For  instance,  on  the  first  named  stream  a  local 
angier  is  reported  to  have  landed  a  roach  weighing  2ilb 
It  was  a  splendid  specimen,  and  is  the  biggest  roach 
recorded  in  the  district  for  some  time.  On  ihe  Witha,m 
roach  tishing  has  been  comparatively  quiet,  and  the  river 
requires  a  thorough  flushing  before  bottom  fishing  will 
undergo  any  improvement.  Pike  fishing,  however,  has 
been  fairly  successful,  especially  on  the  lengths  at  Lang- 
rick  and  Dogdyke,  and  some  of  the  fish  captured  have 
weighed  up  to  91b.  a  piece.  The  trolling  rod  has  also  met 
with_  success  on  the  Forty-foot.  In  the  Donington 
district,  two  anglers,  in  one  day,  captured  between  them 
six  and  a  half  brace  of  pike,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  over 
401b.,  the  heaviest  turning  the  scale  at  6Jlb.  The  waters, 
however,  are  almost  too  low  for  trolling,  and  a  good  rain 
would  greatly  improve  the  prospects  all  round.  Bream 
and  tench  fishing  have  now  practically  expired,  but  a  few 
perch  continue  to  be  taken  with  the  worm.  The  weed 
nuisance  is  not  quite  so  bad  on  some  streams,  as  roding 
operations  have  taken  place,  but  there  is  yet  room  for 
considerable  improvement  in  this  respect.  The  congested 
state  of  more  than  one  drain  haa  resulted  in  the  loss  of 
many  a  good  fish, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  favourable  in  this  district  for 
angling  operations  during  the  past  week  or  so,  consequently 
anglers  have  been  out  in  considerable  force,  and  sport  has 
been  very  fair,  especially  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river 
Hull,  where  some  very  nice  catches  of  roach  have  been 
made,  both  at  Hull  Bridge,  Beverley  Beck-end,  Weelferry, 
and  Wawne,  and  amongst  which  Mr,  W.  H.  Barker,  the 
ex-president  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamation,  has 
been  to  the  fore  with  a  nice  catch  of  roach  from  the  Hall 
Bridge  district,  taken  with  paste,  his  best  fish  scaling 
15oz. ;  and  with  the  same  bait,  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  Cheese- 
man  took  ten  fish  at  Wawne  that  averaged  about  Jib.  each. 
Odd  good  bream  have  been  taken  in  these  lower  waters  by 
ledgering  both  with  worm  and  paste.  Mr.  Darby,  president 
of  the  HuU  Roach  Club,  fishing  with  pearl  barley  near 
Emmotland,  took  ten  nice  roach  that  Ecaled  in  the  aggre- 
gate about  71b.,  his  best  fish  weighing  lib.  2|oz.  Some 
very  good  dace  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Wansford 
district  with  maggot.    The  River  Hull  Angling  Society 
fished  their  fourth  and  last  match  of  the  season  on  the 
river  below  Hempholme  Lock,  but  were  not  very  successful, 
Mr.  T.  Stead  taking  the  top  prize  with  lib.  ISjoz. ;  but  he 
was  closely  followed  by  Mr.  H.  Wild,  with  llo.  15Joz.  for 
second  place ;  Mr.  R.  Nicholson  being  third,  with  lib.  2|oz. 
About  thirty  competitors  fished  in  the  Zoological  Angling 
Society's  sweepstakes,  which  took  place  at  Weelferry,  and 
the  fiist  prize  (a  suit  of  clothes)  was  won  by  Mrs. 
R.  Nioholls.    Pike  fishing,  both  on  the  rivers  Ludd 
and    Ancholme,    is   now    very    good,   especially  on 
the   latter   in   the   Brigg   district,  where   fish  from 
51b._  to   71b.  each   have   been   taken.     The  Market 
Weighton  Canal  is  also  furnishing  fair  sport  to  pike  fisher- 
men, especially  in  the  stretch  ab  jve  the  Foulness  entrance. 
A  few  pike  have  also  been  taken  during  the  week  on  the 
Hull  between  Arram  and  Wilf holme ;  and  our  local 
enthusiast,  Mr.  Moseley,  has  had  some  grand  fish  from 
Hornsea  Mere,  one  he  took  last  week  scaling  ISJlb.  Some 
nice  catches  of  roach  and  other  fish  continue  to  be  made 
on  the  river. Ludd  at  Fulstow,  Thoresby  Bridge,  and 
Tetney  Lock.    The  County  Angling  Association  of  Hull 
wound  up  their  match  fishing  season  on  the  Ludd,  at 
Thoresby  Bridge,  and  had  some  very  fair  sport  for  this 
time  of  the  year,  the  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  T. 
Coates  with  41b.  2ioz.  ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Render,  second,  with 
3ib.  llfoz. ;  Mr.  Joe- Render,  31b.  9|jz.  ;  and  Mr.  D. 
Wood,  31b.  9jtoz.,  for  fourth  prize;  the  fourteen  competi- 
tors weighing-in  331b.  l^oz.  Mr.  J.  M.  Render  is  the  winner 


of  the  club's  gold  medal  this  season  for  most  points. 
Several  of  our  local  anglers  have  visited  the  Derwent 
recently,  and  done  fairly  well  amongst  roach  and  bream  in 
the  Wreasle  and  Menthorpe  districts,  although  the  river 
was  very  much  flooded  ;  but  it  is  now  in  much  better  con- 
dition ;  and  in  the  Stamford  Bridge  and  Buttercrambe 
districts  some  very  good  pike  hiva  been  takea  spinning ;  and 
above  Malton,  on  the  Rye,  two  of  our  enthusiasts  have  had 
some  fair  sport  among  cUub  and  grayling,  some  of  the  latter 
scaling  from  lib  to  IJlb.  each.  Most  of  our  local  societies 
are  now  arranging  fur  their  annual  meetings,  prize  pre- 
sentations, &c.,  and  on  Monday  evening  next  the  Dake  of 
York  A  S.  will  hold  a  smoking  concert  at  the  Gaiobborongb 
Tavern  ;  and  on  the  same  evening  the  Horns  Angling  and 
Recreation  Society  will  hold  a  "  smoker  "  at  their  head- 
quarters in  Marlborough  Terrace. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Standard  Mower  Angling  Society,  Leigh,  held  a 
contest  on  Saturday  last  in  that  town,  the  local  canal 
being  requisitioned  for  that  purpose.  Only  a  poor  entry 
was  obtained,  twenty  constituting  the  entry,  the  first  three 
prizes  going  to  Messrs.  R.  Woods,  who  secured  the  first, 
and  A.  Stott  and  S.  Cartwright  dividing  second  and  third 
prizes  with  equal  weights.  The  Bridgewater  challenge 
shield  was  presented  to  the  Amateur  Angling  Society  at 
Wigan  on  Saturday  last.  Mr.  W.  Prescott,  treasurer  to 
the  board,  assisted  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Constable,  banded  over 
the  shield,  certificate,  and  gold  medal.  Amongst  the 
guests  were  Councillors  Prescott,  Howard,  and  Moly- 
neaux,  all  of  Wigan.  The  only  danger  attending  a 
visit  to  Wigan  is  the  fear  of  their  hospitality  being 
too  much  for  you,  for  the  more  they  can  do  for  you 
the  better  they  enjoy  themselves.  Drag,"  old  boy, 
I  should  like  to  see  you  tackle  a  job  at  Wigan. 
There  is  a  small  cloud  overhanging  that  grand  association 
of  anglers  at  Warrington,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
right-thinking  members  will  rally  round  their  hard-work- 
ing committees.  If  a  small  number  of  malcontents  are  to 
put  up  their  backs  and  try  to  upset  the  lot,  and  that  after 
a  good  drubbing  by  billot  of  the  majority,  it  is  good-bye 
to  all  local  jariadiotion,  and  the  association  they  j  >in  will, 
sooner  or  later,  regret  their  hospitality.  What  may  be 
called  a  county  association,  viz.,  the  Northern  Anglers' 
Association,  are  noted  to  meet  at  Crewe  to-day  for  the 
annual  meeting.  Several  items  of  the  agenda  dealing 
with  the  membership  fees  are  open  to  the  charge  of 
making  profit  of  the  railway  privileges.  At  Liverpool  all 
the  clubs  seem  to  be  very  much  alive,  and  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  notice  that  all  through  the  winter  they  keep  up 
this  enthusiasm,  and  fish  away  aa  hard  as  ever  they  can. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Duchy  Angling  Society  have  decided  to  alter  their 
club  night  from  Thursday  to  Monday,  and  the  alteration 
comes  into  effect  on  Nov.  6.  The  notice  does  not  say 
whether  fireworka  will  be  provided  or  whether  the  change 
is  to  be  a  quiet  one.  The  Levenshulme  Angling  Society 
have  fixed  the  date  of  their  annual  meeting  for  Nov.  12, 
and  for  the  annual  dinner  Nov.  22.  Their  popular  social 
evenings  will  shortly  commence  for  the  winter  season,  and 
promise  to  be  more  interesting  than  ever,  A  party  of 
city  rods  is  just  about  on  the  point  of  starting  for  Ireland, 
the  exact  locality  to  be  visited  being  Loughs  Mask  and 
Gorrib.  As  a  result  of  this  trip  it  is  to  be  hoped  a  few 
good  specimens  may  be  added  to  the  list  already  obtained 
trom  this  district.  The  Brook  Tavern  Angling  Society, 
after  a  period  of  comparative  inactivity,  is  to  be  roused 
from  this  lethargy,  and  once  more  it  is  to  occupy 
a  foremost  place  in  our  local  societiea.  Host  Smich 
has  tired  of  not  catering  for  anglers.  Locals  out 
last  week-end,  at  Piikmere  and  otuer  places,  report 
sport  of  a  diaappointing  character.  Once  more  the 
very  best  sport  is  reported  from  local  canals,  which  appear 
to  be  yielding  some  fair  fish  of  above  the  average.  Several 
of  our  locals  intend  going  in  for  some  autumn  chubbing, 
and  Llanymynech  will  be  visited  for  that  purpose,  aa  plenty 
of  big  fish  are  sure  to  be  met  with  there.  Last  Saturday 
the  Boat  House  anglers  fiahed  a  match,  and  afterwards, 
enjoyed  a  social  evening  at  their  headquarters.  Councillor 
J.  J.  Upton  presented  the  prizes  to  ihs  following :  Messrs. 
W.  Garner,  B.  Mason.  J.  W.  Shaw,  J.  H.  Laa,  J.  Taylor, 
H.  Brazsndale,  J.  Hopkinson,  W.  Jefferiea,  J.  Birch, 
J.  Taylor,  J.  Harriaon,  J.  Mills,  and  W.  M&wey.  The 
Manchester  Anglers'  Association  have  had  another  paper 
from  Mr.  A.  Heywood,  on  "  Norway."  This  is  a  favourite 
resort  of  his,  and  perhaps  we  have  not  one  amongst  us 
better  qualified  to  tell  us  of  the  country  and  its  fishing, 
Mr.  Heywood  likes  Norway  because  there  is  no  telephone 
demanding  his  attention. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  in  this  district  has  been  very  poor  lately.  A  few 
boats  have  been  out  roach  fishing  at  the  various  stations, 
but  in  nearly  every  instance  the  catches  have  been  of  the 
most  meagre  deecription.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out 
spinning  lor  pike  on  the  Yare,  between  Brundall  and 
Oantley,  and  on  the  Bure,  between  Wroxham  and  Horning ; 
but  only  a  few  fish,  from  31b.  to  61b.,  have  been  taken,  the 
average  being  about  three  or  four  fish  a  rod  per  day.  The 
rivers  are  stiH  very  clear  and  low,  and  the  salt  tides  of  last 
week  have  put  the  fish  quite  oS  the  feed. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  is  surprising  how  low  and  bright  the  Trent  remains. 
At  the  period  of  writing  it  was  positively  running  at 
summer  level,  and  with  perseveraLoe  those  game  fish- 
barbel — might  be  induced  to  accept  a  bait  of  greaves.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  in  full  swing,  and  large  nambers  of  fish 
have  oeen  landed,  chiefly  by  the  aid  of  the  trolling  bait. 
On  the  Shardlow  waters,  Mr.  G.  E.  Hemaon,  of  the  City 
Wellington  Society,  haa  killed,  amongst  others,  one  of 
12  Jlb. ;  and  fish  up  to  61b.  each  have  been  run  and  landed 
by  Mr.  T.  Large,  Mr.  W.  Gregory,  Mr.  A.  Johnson,  and 
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DiD  SUITER 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

TO  PIKE  ANGLERS 

SThe  "  Champion "  Greenheart 
Pike  Rod,  two  tops.  Universal  wiiicli 
fittings,  and  rubber  button,  20s. 

4-inch    best    Combination  Reel, 

centre  pin  action,  optional  check,  in  hard 
polished  walnut,  17s. 

100  yards  special  8-plait  und  ressed 
Silk  Line,  fine  but  exceptionally  stronff. 
7s.  6d. 

The  above  Outfit,  value  45s.,  for  £2. 


VilBY  STJPEBIOB 

EBONITE  CENTRE  PIN  REEL 


Check   action,  burnished   fittings,  aluminium 
flangs,  gteel  centre,  and  beautifully  flniehert. 
3         31         4         4J         5  inches. 

11/-    12/-     13/-     14/-    15/- each. 
Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOITLD  ABVEKTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday,) 
"Wanted"  advts.,  2.5  words  for  la.,  prepaid. 
Address:  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  l>erby8hire  Streams 

SHOCID  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


Anglers  vrishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c., 

SHOULD  ADVEKTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Camb  Idge 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SaODLD  ADVEETISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  advts.,  18  words,  6d. ;  30  words,  \s., prepaid 
Address  :  News  Ofllce,  Ashbourne. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books, 
Bend  2b.  6d.  In  stamps  for  »  copy  post  free  everj 
week  for  8  months  of  "The  Pcblishbbs'  Oia- 

OUXAB  ASD  B00K8ELLEBg'  BEOOBO,"  St.  Doil- 

■tftn's  House,  Fetter  Lkne,  London. 


BROWN'S^  PHANTOM  MINNOW. 


"  I  looked  lip  mj  old  arquaintauce,  Mr.  Brown,  ttynventor  of  the  Fhaotom  M  inDov.  »blch  U  the 
very  Iwst  artificial  bait  O'er  yet  InTenled."— Prjuiots  Pimiicis.  in  •  By  Lftke  and  River."  p.  148 


Facsimile  of  Label  on  every  Box.  ] 


GENUINE 
UNLESS 

STAMPED 
W.  B. 
ON  THE 

SPINNERS 


"The  finest  spinning  bait  In  the  world." 
"  Brown's  Phantom  will  kill  anywhere." 

BROWN'S  PHANTOM  MINNOW 
BROWN'S  PHANTOM  MINNOW 
BROWN'S  PHANTOM  MINNOW 

Mors  Fish  will  be  Killed  DCRiNd  the  "Baok-bnd"  in  Scotland  with  Brown's  Phantom 

THAN  WITH  ALL  THE  OTHER  BAITS  POT  T08ETHEB. 


FOR  SALMON  FISHING - 
FOR  TROUT  FISHING 
FOR  PIKE  FISHING  • 


To  be  had  from  all  the  First  Class  Tackle  Shops,  or  from  the  Inventor  and  Sole  Manufacturer : 


Write 
for  Price 
LUt. 


W"  RROWN  &  C  64,  George  St.,  ABERDEEN. 


Telegrams 
Phantom, 
Aberdeen 
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New  Volume  of  "Fur,  Feather,  and  Fin  Series.' 


PIKE  and  PERCH. 

By  WILLIAM  SENIOR 

("RED   SPIJ^'NER,"  Editor  of  the  "  Eield.") 

With  Chapters  by  "John  Bickerdyke"  and  W.  H.  Pope, 
COOKERY.    By  ALEXANDER  iNNES  SHAND. 
With  12  lUnstrations  hy  OEOBOE  BOXiIiEB  and  from  Photograph*. 
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SEA  TROUT& SALMON  FISHERS 

WANTED  TO  TRY  MY 

GREENHEART  RODS. 

Perfect  balance,  with  Cork  handles,  beat  solid 
winch  fittings,  German  silver  snake  rings, 
double  brazed,  *nd  revolving  top  ring,  In  three 
pieces,  and  in  partitioned  bag.  14ft.,  38/-; 
16ft,  40/-;  IGft.,  45/-;  17ft.,  50/-;  17ft.  6to., 
S<5/-:  18ft  .  60/-.  Both  for  ease  and  length  of 
cast  these  Rods  cannot  be  equalled.   If  not  to 

purchasers'  expectations  money  returned. 
Illustrated  Oatalogae  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
f^hich  also  includes  information  of  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 

See  Asdbees: 

THOIVIAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Mal[er, 

CKOWN  STREET,  COCKEE.MOUTH. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  use.   Weight,  8oi,  to  leoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d  ,  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  make  rings,  winch   fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle,  Is.  extra. 
"  Oonstant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
H  ever.   Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it." — Marston,  Fishino  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  R0D,8-jolnt, 
balance  handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  abont  12os. 
Price,  10ft.,  4s.  9d. ;  lO^ft.,  6s.  4d.  ;  lift.,  6b.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Gut,  first  quality,  20in.,  Ss.  6d. 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  Uin.,  first 
quality,  Ss.  9d. ;  yard  Gnt  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


B  O  <3  TS, 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant, 


THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresh  Fish. 
15/-  per  cwt.,  delivered  England  and  Wales 

LIVERINE  LIMITED  GRIMSBY. 


THS 

HOMELAND  HANDBOOKS 

Are  the  most  Accurate  and  Artistically 
produced  Handbooks  on  Beautiful  Britain. 

NET.       G€L.  NET. 
LIBRARY  EDITION  (cloth),  Is.  and  Is.  6d_.  net; 
postage  2id. 

Each  Book  contains  a  thoroughly  reliable 
Map  and  numerous  Illustrations. 

The  following  have  already  been  published  (man 
others  wiU  appear  shortly) : 

KEITT.— B.  Maidstone;*  9.  Rochester;  1. 
Tonbridge;*  2.  Tunbridge  Wells;  5.  Westerham.* 

SUBBEY.— 7.  Oroydon;  13.  Farnham;  14^ 
Godalming;*  11.  Guildford;*  10.  Reigate  as' 
Bedhill. 

WEST  COUITTIIY.— 8.-  Dartmoor;*  12. 
Dulverton  (Exmoor);*  4.  Isles  of  Scilly.* 

Contain  special  articles  on  the  fishing  iu  tha 
distriC.   

The  Homeland  Association,  Limited, 

For  the  Promotion  and  Encouragement  of 
Touring  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

ST.  BRIDE'S  HOUSE,  24,  Bride-lane,  Fleetr. 
street,  London,  E.G. 


ESTABLIBBED  1S37. 

Kew  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books. 

Also  out  of  print  publioations,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  Ac.   Every  number  of  "The  PcBf 

LISHERS'  OlEOULAK  AND  BOOKSKLLEES'  RECORD  ' 

(published  every  Friday,  price  Ud.)  contain* 
advertisements  respecting  "Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectusc, 
giving  parttculars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the  Pro- 

firi•tors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan't 
[onie  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallii.  At  King's  Milla  fine  sport  hubeen 
enjoyed  by  the  letiae  (Mr.  T.  Wood),  Mr.  A.  West,  Mr. 
J.  Birkin,  and  one  or  two  gentlemen  hailing  from  Oastle 
Donington.  Some  handsome  fish  have  aJio  been  taken  by 
Derby  eipsrta  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Weston 
reach,  eipeoially  near  to  the  olifC,  At  HoTeringham, 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Iiaao  Walton  Foster  and  brother  eeonred 
nine,  all  spinning  ;  and  capital  returns  ware  to  hand  from 
Holme,  Stoke  B<itdolph,  and  Clifton.  OoarsefiBh  angling 
has  been  neglected,  though  plenty  of  roach,  dace,  and 
chub  have  been  creeled  on  the  variona  etretohes  with 
gantlca.^  The  priie-winners  (snmmer  aeason)  of  the  City 
Waltoaian  Society  are  :  Barbel — first,  J.  Spinks ;  second, 
W.  Foulds ;  third,  A.  Shardlow  ;  roach— first,  T,  Sugden ; 
second,  W.  Milla;  third,  H.  Eawaon;  dace— first,  H. 
Brealey ;  second,  A.  Sisson ;  third,  H.  Boot ;  fourth,  J. 
Hall ;  perch— first,  G.  Clarke  ;  second,  C.  Griffith  ;  third, 
B.  Draper;  bream — first.  G.  Bee;  second,  A.  Geary; 
third,  H.  Langford;  chub— firat,  H.  Aston;  second,  J. 
Finder;  third,  G.  Tilley ;  bleak— first,  J.  Holt;  second, 
J.  Terry ;  third,  S.  Beot.  The  society's  winding-up  or 
half-yearly  dinner  at  headquarters  (Blue  Ball  Inn,  Peck- 
lane)  was  a  great  success ;  the  catering  of  the  worthy 
host  and  angler,  Mr.  W.  Kayaon,  giving  every  satisfaction 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
With  the  cessation  of  cheap  trips  to  the  many  waters  in 
our  district  there  has  been  a  large  decrease  in  the  number 
of  anglers,  who  have  gone  far  afield.  Even  those  who 
have  goce  away  have  not  had  much  sport  in  return.  The 
Trent,  for  instance,  is  fishing  very  badly  ;  worse,  in  fact 
than  for  several  years  at  this  period,  and  this  is  ascribec 
to  the  increase  in  the  practice  of  netting,  which  seems  to 
be  worse  than  ever  it  was.  The  river  Idle  below  Retford 
has  yielded  some  very  nice  roach,  one  catch  including  four 
fish  which  weighed  a  pound  a-piece  good,  whilst  the  others 
in  the  basket  were  also  very  nice  ones.  Many  anglers 
have  been  devoting  attention  to  the  home  waters,  parti- 
cularly the  canal  within  the  boundaries  of  the  city.  This 
has  been  jadioioaely  etocked  and  well  watched,  and  has 
provided  good  sport  with  roach  and  gudgeon,  the  latter 
specially,  which  have  run  to  good  size  and  proved  in  excel- 
lent condition.  If  the  association  persevere  in  their  present 
policy  there  wDl  continue  to  be  some  first-class  fishing 
practically  on  our  own  doorstep,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  the  committee,  as  at  present  congtitnted, 
will  see  that  there  is  no  deterioration. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  rivers  are  in  good  order  for  coarae  fish  angling,  and 
the  weather  b  not  unfavourable.  One  or  two  pike  fiehera 
have  of  late  been  fairly  well  rewarded,  several  good 
specimens  having  been  taken.  At  the  Severn  Board  of 
Conservators'  meeting  this  week  the  subject  of  artificial 
trout  propagation  is  down  for  consideration,  and  4n  all 
probability  the  board  will  act  on  the  same  lines  as  for- 
merly,  namely,  vote  a  few  sovereigns  for  the  purchase  of 
trout  ova.  This  is,  however,  merely  touching  the  fringe 
,of  a  diffloult  problem.  If  the  trout  fishing  of  so  large  a 
river  as  the  Severn  is  to  be  made  worthy  the  name,  and 
justify  the  issue  of  "  trout  and  char  licences,"  the  board 
will  have  to  proceed  upon  more  practical  lines  than 
hitherto.  It  is  sheer  waste  of  money  to  turn  delicate, 
hatchery-reared  fry  into  a  river  swarming  with  pike  and 
chub,  and  the  faot  was  pointed  out  by  the  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  as  far  back  as  nearly  ten  years  ago,  when 
the  Shropshire  Angling  Association  first  eaublished,  at  con- 
siderable cost,  their  trout  hatchery  in  the  Quarry  Grounds 
at  Shrewsbury.  Healthy  burn  trout,  or  well-developed 
yearling,  or  two-year-old  fish,  are  far  better  adapted  to 
restocking  the  Severn  than  immature  fry  j  but  eTen  the 
former  should  not  be  turned  into  the  river  until  the 
numbers  of  pike  and  chub  are  considerably  reduced  by 
bush  netting  and  fair  angling. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Not  much  angling  done  in  this  district  during  the  last 
^  J  •  J^"  weather  has  been  all  right,  and  the  water  in 
good  Older,  but  full  of  fallen  leaves  in  many  parts.  Roach 
fishing  has  not  been  good,  still,  a  few  very  fair  lots  have 
been  caught  m  the  Severn,  but  on  the  small  side.  Messrs 
E.  Tyler  and  H.  Hayes,  of  the  York  House  Club,  had  a 
nice  show  of  chub  and  dace  caught  in  the  river  near  Camp 
and  several  of  the  Sabrina  Club  had  a  good  take  of  flounder 
each  near  Kempsey.  Mr,  Martin  Perka  and  Mr.  Thrift 
took  some  very  fine  chub  and  dace  in  the  Teme  at 
Knightwick,  but  the  grayling  were  not  in  evidence ;  very 
tew  have  been  taken  either  with  fly  or  maggot.  Pike 
flshmg  has  been  the  principal  sport  indulged  in  in  the  Avon 
this  week,  and  a  few  good  fish  taken.  One  of  the  members 
ot  the  Working  Men's  Club  had  a  very  large  one,  but  not 
m  good  conduion.  Three  or  four  over  8ib.  were  taken, 
and  some  large  perch,  m  grand  condition.  The  clubs  are 
quiet  ]  ast  now.  The  Berkeley  Arma  Club  had  a  contest  in 
»?®  m  ?T^?,  Broadwas  on  Oct.  21,  and  had  very  fair  sport. 
Mr.  W.  Hill  secured  first  prize  with  21b.  of  nice  fish  ;  J 
Bowers  sec  md,  lib.  15oz. ;  A.  Glover  third,  lib.  13}oz. ; 
^Stanton  fourth,  lib.  IJoz. ;  H.  Pitt  fifth,  lib.  OJ^z.; 
W.  Palmer  suth,  H.  Smith  seventh.  Thirteen  members 
competed,  and  twelve  weighed-in. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
■Ihe  frosty  nights  and  bright,  bracing  days  experienced 
ot  iate  have  been  much  more  favourable  to  aport  than  the 
moist  and  muggy  weather  associated  with  the  earlier  part 
Ot  the  month.  As  to  the  state  of  the  rivers  reporta  are 
divergent.  Some  are  in  fair  trim,  whUst  others  are  atill 
affected  by  flood  water,  and  are  discoloured.  There  is 
poor  sport  on  the  Ouse,  for  not  only  has  the  latter  cause 
operated,  but  strong  winds  have  prevailed  at  times,  whilst 
tbe  opening  of  the  sluice  doors  at  Nabura  Looks  when 
tnere  are  no  serious  indications  of  the  approach  of  a  fresh 
m  the  nver  has  not  been  beneficial  to  fishing.  Local  rod- 
men  have  gone  further  afieW,  and  the  favourite  Der- 


went  waters  between  Stamford  Bridge  and  Malton 
have  attracted  a  number  of  anglers,  who  did  well  with 
roach  asd  dace,  some  of  the  fiah  caught  being  very  fine. 
"The  favourite  bait  haa  been  maggots.  A  quantity  of  gray- 
ling have  also  been  taken  nsar  to  Malton,  but  on  the 
Derwent  this  fish  do  not  come  eagerly  to  the  fly.  Latterly 
the  opposite  baa  been  the  case  on  the  Wharfe,  and  in  some 
parte  very  nice  catches  pay  bo  relied  upon.  The  Swale, 
like  the  Derwent,  is  yielding  only  moderate  fport  with 
(trajling,  bnt  proepeots  are  encouraging.  On  Oct.  20  the 
Fitiwilliam  A.C.  fished  the  last  match  of  the  season  on 
their  waters  opposite  the  Welham  Estate,  but  wind  and 
weather  were  against  good  eport.  The  report  presented 
at  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  North-Eastem  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee  this  week  states  that  during  the 
three  months  the  total  weight  of  wet  &^h.  landed  in  their 
district  reached  961,320owt.,  as  against  875,452cwt.  in 
the  corresponding  quarter  of  last  year,  whilst  the  total 
value  of  all  kinds  of  fish  landed  (including  shell  fish)  waa 
£711,629,  aa  againat  £658,420,  an  increase  of  £53  209. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
C  D. — The  river  you  mention  is  under  no  conservancy 
board  or  any  set  of  fishing  regulations,  except  those 
relating  to  the  taking  of  fish  in  fence  months  as  specified 
by  the  Mundella  Act,  and  these  are  always  honoured  in 
the  breach  rather  than  the  observance.  Anglers  who  fish 
there  can  use  what  tackle  they  like,  and  can  take  fiah  of 
any  size  vdthont  let  or  hindrance.  Of  the  sportsmanlike 
spirit  of  the  men  you  mention,  the  least  said  the  soonest 
mended.  Your  only  remedy  in  such  a  flagrant  caae  as  this 
ia  to  obtain  the  offendera'  names,  and  report  it  to  which- 
ever of  the  two  associations  they  are  enrolled  on.  With 
respect  to  w«ighing-in  fish  alive,  it  ia  merely  a  matter  of 
club  rulea.  If  the  club  doea  not  object  there  is  no  reaaon 
why  you  ahould. 


IWe  do  not  hold  owraeVvee  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.'] 

ENGLISH  PIKE  BOOKS  AND  IRISH  PIKE. 
SiE, — I  Jo  not  know  if  thia  ia  of  very  great  importance 
to  the  angling  community,  but,  aa  a  matter  of  fact,  my 
counterfeit  presentment  does  not  appear  in  the  "  Pike  and 
Perch  book  which  you  have  reviewed  in  snob  kindly 
terms  in  last  week's  issue. 

There  ia  certainly  some  foundation  for  the  statement  (I 
think  it  was  made  by  "  Mona  ")  that  in  some  Irish  waters, 
at  any  rate,  the  pike  do  not  appear  to  feed  in  winter,  or 
are  not  to  be  oanght.  Many  yeara  ago  I  made  a  special 
expedition  in  the  winter  to  Athlone  to  catch  big  pike,  and 
Brown,  the  water-bailiff,  told  me  the  evening  I  arrived 
there  that  they  were  not  to  be  caught  in  the  lake  at  that 
time  of  year.  We  fished  Lough  Ree  for  a  week,  catching 
only  three  or  four  amall  fish,  and  then  tried  Lough  Derg. 
The  fish  were  simply  not  to  be  caught  in  the  big  lakes 
(only  an  odd  one  now  and  again)  at  that  season,  but  in  the 
rivers  running  into  Lough  Derg  arid  in  amall  lakes  they 
took  freely  enough.— Youra  faithfully, 

John  Bickerdyke. 

TWO  FANCY  SALMON  FLIES. 
Sib,— I  enclose  two  salmon  flies,  tied  by  Jim  Patton,  of 
Ballinagarney,  Ballymoney,  co.  Antrim,  and  would  feel 
mnoh  obliged  for  your  opinion  and  criticism  of  them, 
which  I  hope  may  be  favourable.  The  one  with  orange 
and  Ecarlet  body  ia  a  fly  of  Col.  Rowan's  invention,  and 
goes  by  the  name  of  Col.  Rowan's  Fancy,  and  I  am  told 
that  on  the  river  Bush,  oo.  Antrim,  no  fly  can  touch  it. 

'The  other  fly,  with  half  silver  and  half  scarlet  body,  is 
an  invention  of  Patton'a  own,  still  untried,  and  ia  to  go 
by  the  name  of  Patton'a  Fancy,  and  from  very  long 
experience  of  the  river  Bann,  I  would  fish  it  there  with 
every  confidence  that  it  would  prove  a  very  deadly  fly. 

Should  you  think  theae  fliea  worthy  of  a  place  in  your 
book  Jim  would  bs  very  pleased  to  hear  that  they  have 
been  thus  honoured.— I  am,  &c.,  F.  M.  Leslie. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Major  Leslie  for  his  letter  and 
the  samples  of  aalmon  flies,  which  are  excellent  specimens 
of  salmon-fly  making,  and  decidedly  "killing"  looking 
One  is  on  the  sweet  old  Limerick,  with  gut  loop,  the  other 
is  on  a  oopper-coloured  eyed  hook.  The  black  Limerick 
makes  a  much  more  aristocratic-looking  fly.  Why  cannot 
we  have  the  neat  black  Limerick  with  the  metal  eve  ? — 
Ed.]  ' 

DACE  'TAKING  SPINNING  BAITS. 
Dear  Sir, — Did  you  ever  hear  of  dace  taking  a  live  or 
spinning  bait  ?  An  acquaiutance  of  mine  assures  me  he 
has  caugijt  them  that  way— fish  over  lib.  weight,  too  !  He 
did  not  go  as  far  as  the  111b.  2az,  mentioned  by  "  Dragnet" 
in  the  issue  of  Oct  20,  but  I  never  before  beard  of  dace 
being  caught  spinning. — Yours  faithfully, 

Ernest  Webster. 
[Dace  are  occasionally  taken  on  a  tmall  bright  s^iuuing 
bait,  but  those  fiah  over  lib.  weight  were  probably  chub. 
^  "Ed. J 

CELLULOID  FLY-BODIES. 
Dear  Sib,— You  promised  lu  ther  information  on  this 
new  subject  of  tinted  celluloid  for  the  bodies  of  artificial 
flies,  and,  as  winter  is  approaohiog,  when  one  haa  time  to 
try  such  experiments,  no  doubt  any  information  on  the 
subject  will  be  welcome  to  many  amateur  fly-dressera,  aa 
I  presume  the  stated  "patent"  wUl  hardly  form  any 
obstruction  to  its  uae  by  amateurs,  whatever  it  may  do  aa 
regards  flies  made  for  aale.SWill  a  supply  be  available  for 


purchase  in  a  aeries  of  special  tints  for  pirticular  flies  ' 
The  idea  is  a  very  "taking  "  rne  for  fly-dressers,  whatever 
it  may  prove  to  the  trout.— Yours,  &c.,  Senex. 

[We  hope  to  give  some  information  on  the  subi»ot 
soon. — Ed.] 

FREE  SALMON  FISHING. 
Dear  Sib,— I  nnderat  iud  that  there  is  a  free  stretch  of 
salmon  fijhing  on  the  Deveron  at  Huntly.    Could  you 
kindly  inform  me  what  extent  it  is  ?— Yours  truly. 

PiSCATOR 

[Oar  North  of  Scotland  correspondent,  "Special 
Scotch  writes,  in  reply  to  this  query,  as  follows  :  "  The 
free  salmon  water  on  the  Deveron  ei'-ends  to  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  above  and  below  Huntly,  and  has  some 
very  good  holding  pools.  Good  sport  is  bping  got  there 
now  There  is  a  daily  charge,  and  season  tickets  are  also 
sold  to  provide  watchers,  so  that  it  is  not  really  free.  Of 
course  It  IS  very  much  fished,  but  there  is  a  capital  chance 
]ust  now  of  a  cast  for  everybody  and  plenty  private 
quarters.  The  Boggle  (its  tributary)  is  also  free.  The 
Don,  however,  is  the  place  for  the  last  few  days  of  the 
back-end.  I  don't  th'nk  there  is  any  restriction  on  the 
Deveron  aa  to  fly  alone,  bnt  there  certainly  ia  none  on  the 
Don."]   

HAVE  WE  LOST  THE  COMMAND  OP  THE  SEA» 

Sib,— Critical  moments  in  the  life  of  nations  not  seldom 
escape  public  notice.  Only  after  the  lapse  of  years  a  later 
generation  discovers  the  significance  of  events  which  were 
regarded  as  indifferent  or  immaterial  by  theirpredf  csssors. 
The  present  loss  of  our  former  sea  power  is  a  case  in  point. 
Study  of  the  facts  rf  lating  to  our  own  and  foreign  navies 
shows  that  we  have  lost  the  command  of  the  sea.  Possibly 
not  irreparably  ;  but  that  it  is  gone  for  the  time  being  ia 
''•yond  question.  In  other  words,  if  maritime  war  were 
to  break  cut  with  a  possible  coalition  of  Powers,  for  the 
first  time  since  1814  foreignera  would  be  able  to  dispute 
with  us  the  control  of  the  ocean  highways,  with  excellent 
chances  of  success.  After  holding  the  command  of  the  sea 
unchallenged  for  the  better  part  of  a  century,  Britain  haa 
lost  it  with  the  silent  acquiescence  of  our  rulers.  Five 
causes  are  contributory  to  thia  result. 

First,  our  recent  naval  programmes  for  men,  ships,  and 
material  have  been  insufficient. 

Secondly,  the  programmes  proposed  by  the  responsible 
Minister  and  aanctioned  by  Parliament  as  the  leaat  com- 
patible  with  safety  have  not  been  carried  out. 

'Thirdly,  the  sbipa  that  were  included  in  our  naval 
estimates,  although  laid  down,  have  been  delay.>d  on  the 
stocks,  or  when  under  equipment,  until  some  ot  them  will 
be  half  obsolete  before  they  are  complete,  and  fourteen  of 
the  promised  battleships  are  not  jet  included  on  the 
strength  of  the  Navy. 

Fourthly,  other  nitions  have  ostentatiously  and  success- 
fully increased  their  programmes  of  naval  construction 
thus  still  further  diminishing  our  relative  strength,  until 
our  relative  weakness  is  the  thirg  to  consider. 

Fifthly,  a  new  ar  d  resolute  claimant  for  sea  power  has 
arisen. 

1  will  say  a  word  on  each  of  these  five  headings. 
.  ^  V'^oot  that  our  naval  preparations  have  been 
iDsuffioient  is  to  be  found  in  the  opinions  of  every  admiral 
afloat  in  responsible  command  of  a  sea-(/oirg  fleet. 

2  The  second  point  is  pr  ved  from  tha  Pitrliamentary 
returns,  Mr.  Goschen's  excuses,  and  nototif.us  facts. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  delay  in  the  comple  tinn  of  our 
battleships,  the  following  ate  the  facts:  The  Implacable, 
at  Devonport,  ia  delayed  by  the  non-delivery  of  her  guns 
and  mountings;  the  Albemarle,  building  at  Chatham, 
was  to  have  been  launched  in  August ;  she  will  not  now 
be  raady  for  launching  before  December.    In  the  mean- 
time, the  two  new  battleships  which  form  this  year's 
programme  will  be  delayed,  and  one  of  the  new  ships 
sanctioned  by  the  last  Parliament  will  only  be  nominally 
begun  after  the  next  Parliament  meets.    At  Devonport 
the  launching  of  the  Montagu  ia  also  delayed.    The  Glory, 
by  the  time  she  is  commissioned  in  December,  will  have 
taken  over  four  yeara  to  build.     Five  yeira  ago  the 
Majestic  and  the  Magnificent,  larger  ships,  were  huilt  and 
ready  for  aea  within  two  years.    On  the  oth^r  hand,  the 
Japanese  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  Shilishima  and 
the  Asahi  completed,  although  launched  nine  months  after 
the  Albion,  and  a  year  after  the  Goliath.    The  Asahi  was 
launched  after  the  Formidable  And  Irresistible,  aid  on  the 
Bame  date  as  the  Implacable,  yet  not  one  of  those  three 
English  ships  is  likely  to  be  ready  for  sea  during  the  present 
year,  tbuugh  the  Jipanese  ships  are  incommission.  A  third 
Japanese  sbip,  Hatsitse,  launched  months  after  our  own 
shins,  which  are  half -completed  fixtures,  is  now  on  her  way 
to  Chatham  to  be  di  cked.    English  contractors  are  able  to 
build  for  foreign  nations  ;  they  are  eifLer  not  asked  or  are 
unable  to  build  for  the  British    Gjvernment.    It  is 
necessary  there  should  be  some  plain  speaking.  One 
reason  is  the  unfair  treatment  of  English  c  ntractors  by 
the  Admiralty.    Contractors  dare  not  complain,  or  they 
would  be  removed  from  the  Admiralty  iiet,  bnt  the 
revelation  of  the  p'aua  cf  one  contractor  to  the  agents  of 
another  is  no  nuoommon  practice,  while  tlje  red  tape  with 
which  orders  are  given  out  indicates  the  intellectual  and 
moral  deficiencies  of  a  d  putm^nt  that  needs  overhauling 
by  a  practical  business  mun  in  the  prime  of  life.  Mr. 
Goschen's  depaiture  from  ihe  Admiralty  has  lecn  accom- 
panied  by  a  chorus  of  praise  and  satisfaction.    It  ia  not  a 
pleasant  task  to  pro  teat  tgainst  the  stjotheosis  (fa  right 
hon.  gentleman  nhose  iuceutiona  are'koown  to  be  good, 
but  who  for  a  long  time  has  been  obviously  incapible  cf 
masterirgthe  difficulties  cor  fionti.  g  him  at  the,  Adiuiralty. 
The  net  result  of  five  years'  Admiralty  p  jiicy  ia,  that  until 
our  navy  has  been  considerably  increased  we  are  dependent 
on  diplomacy  for  the  safety  of  our  seaborne  trade. 

i.  The  energy  thrown  into  naval  affairs  in  France  and 
Knseia  since  Faihoda,  and  in  Ipreparation  for  events  in 
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Ghioa,  is  shown  from  the  fact  that  the  British  Fleet  ia 
now  tbird  in  point  of  strength  in  the  China  seas,  though 
BritiHh  interests  are  greater  than  those  of  the  rest  of  the 
Powers  put  together.  British  battleships  are  wanted  in 
homp  waters. 

5  The  universal  antipathy  of  the  German  people 
towards  this  country  has  already  found  expression  in  the 
doubling  of  their  fleet.  Within  a  few  months  the 
Reichstag  will  again  be  asked  to  irorease  the  German 
Fleet  by  50  per  cent.  A  German  cimbination  with  France 
and  Russia  is  not  outside  the  region  of  practical  politics. 
The  three  Powers  but  yesterday  combined  to  exert 
pressure  on  Japan,  and  may  do  the  same  against  England 
to-morrow.  German  friendship  is  to  be  depended  on  as 
much,  or  as  little,  as  that  of  France  or  Ruseia. 

The  naval  weakness  of  Britain  b  notoriously  the  subject 
of  earnest  protest  by  some  of  our  most  efficient  admirals 
afloat.  German  eiSoienoy  has  already  secured  a  formidable 
and  homogeneous  fleet.  Already  Germany  holds  the 
Atlantic  record  for  speed.  Her  system  of  mail  subsidies 
has  secured  a  large  portion  of  Asiatic  and  Australian  trade. 
Her  rate  of  increase  in  ship-bnllding,  for  the  first  time  in 
history,  has  exceeded  that  of  Great  Britain.  Germany 
has  already  stretohed  out  her  hards  for  the  trident. 
Neither  France  nor  Russia  is  impatient  to  assist  us  to 
recover  the  supremacy  which  we  have  listlessly  allowed  to 
slip  from  our  hands. 

The  coDclueion  is  irresistible.  The  management  of 
marine  affairs  for  five  years  has  been  incompetent.  The 
result  of  that  incompetence  is  that  we  have  lost  the 
command  of  the  sea.  Nothing  less  than  the  vigorous 
demand  of  a  determined  people  can  change  the  situation. 

By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Navy 
Leagae.  H.  Setmour  Tbower  (Chairman). 

13,  Victoria- street,  S.W., 
Oct.  15, 190O. 

[Was  ever  a  more  important  question  addressed  to  the 
British  nation  ?  And  yet  we  fear  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Navy  League  is  only  too  well  justified  in  asking  it. — Ed,] 

YET  ANOTHER  IRISH  NAME  FOR  THE  LOACH. 

Dear  Sib, — I  think  killoughan  rous,  usually  shortened 
to  killongh,  is  probably  the  correct  name  for  our  English 
small  red  loach,  the  same  being  the  most  deadly  bait  for 
salmon  at  the  edge  of  dusk,  particularly  in  tbe  dead  pools, 
even  in  very  low  water.  Kil,  I  think,  means  small. — 
Yours,  &o.,  ___  Watchett. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  Mr.  Gedney's  letter  in  this 
week's  Fishing  Gazette,  the  principal  object  of  which 
seems  to  be  to  attack  "  Glenhest."  I  snpprsa  that  some  of 
the  correspondence  in  the  late  controversy  is  still  a  sore 
point  with  him.  In  his  letter  he  assumes  that  a  person  is 
not  called  "  yer  honour  "  till  he  reaches  man's  estate.  I 
myself  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  from  my  earliett  days 
have  alwajs  been  called  "yer  honour"  by  the  country 
people.  The  attack  on  "  Glenheet's "  spelling  seems 
childish  in  the  extreme.  What  hard  and  fast  rules  are 
there  regulating  the  spelling  of  Irish  names  P 

Mr.  Gedney  himself  epells  it  varieusly  "  collac  rue  " 
and  "  coUoagh."  If  Mr.  Gedney,  in  one  of  his  numerous 
fishing  excursions  in  Ireland,  had  observed  the  cpelling  of 
the  names  of  the  villages,  he  might  have  noticed  the 
different  wajs  employed  for  the  sam"  place,  i.e. ,  Molrenny, 
Mnlranny,  and  Mallaranny  are  different  versions  of  the 
came  place.  If  this  indulgence  extends  to  names  of 
places,  why  should  the  stene  loach  be  exempt  from  it  P 
To  be  strictly  accurate,  the  spelling  is  rnbh,  not  rue, 
although  I  will  admit  rue  or  roe  are  the  forms  ordinarily 
in  use.  Mr.  Gedney  wishes  to  know  where  the  Upper 
Olare-Galway  river  is.  It  is  in  long.  8degs.  50min.  W. 
and  between  lat.  58deg.  20min.  and  53deg.  40min.  N. 
The  upper  waters  are  the  ones  nearest  the  source,  say 
N.  of  Tuam.  _  Any  map  of  Ireland  w  ^uld  have  shown  this 
river.  It  is  incoieeivable  how  Mi".  Gedney,  who,  accord- 
ing to  his  previous  letters  has  done  such  a  lot  of  fishing  in 
tbe  west  of  Ireland  as  to  be  able  to  criticise  the  sport  and 
charges  at  each  place  mentioned  by  "  Glenhest,"  should 
still  be  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  a  river  of 
the  size  of  the  Clare-Galway. 

Supposing  that  "  Glenhest  "  does  set  up  for  being  the 
greatest  living  home-bred  authority  on  fly  fishing  for 
salmon  or  trout  in  Ireland  (which  he  never  has),  would  it 
not  be  possible  for  him  not  to  have  used  the  stone  loach 
himself,  and  so  when  mentioning  it  not  take  the  credit  of 
using  it  to  himself  ? 

Mr.  Gedney  again  refers,  sneeringly,  to  copy  paid  by  the 
line.  It  is  a  very  good  argument  of  his.  In  any  sub- 
sequent letter  of  his  against  an  article  of  "  Glenhest " 
which  is  as  yet  unwritten  let  him  make  full  use  of  that 
argument.  It  certainly  is  very  cutting.  "Glenhest" 
ought  to  writhe  in  agony  under  it. — Yours  sincerely, 

  B.  H.  W. 

THE  STONE  LOACH  AND  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  "  Wrentail  "  excuse  me  if  I  cannot 
agree  with  his  proposition  in  your  last  issue  P  Mr.  Gedney 
has  not  found  it  so  easy  to  put  down  "  Glenhest "  gui 
patria  pugnat,  as  he  would  a  trout,  nor  dr  es  that  gentle- 
man appear  to  te  in  danger  from  Mr.  Gedney's  fishing 
brogues  It  is  no  wonder  that  your  readers  are  amused  to 
see  an  EagJi^hman  gravely  set  about  teacbiug  a  Celt  bis 
native  language,  as  well  as  other  matters  concerning  his 
country.  The  Gaelic  cailleach  is  locally  spelled  with  slight 
differences.  Tbere  can  be  no  dogmatisiost  on  the  subj-ct. 
Parturiunt  montes  et  nascitur  ridiculus  mua.  The 
expense  of  hotels  will  doubtless  absorb  most  of  a  man's 
fishing  holiday  savings  if  things  are  let  slide,  and  it  is 
submitted  to  without  question,  and  money  spent  un- 
necessarily—a thing  we  are  all  prone  to  do.  As  a  Faddy 
myself,  I  know  that  good  sport  can  be  had  in  the  west 
without  pecuniary  embarrassment  if  one  only  knows  how  to 


go  about  it — a  secret  I  am  not  going  to  give  away.  "  Mona'o  " 
remark  was  very  apposite  when  he  gently  hinted  that  the 
angling  was  free,  but  if  a  man  chose  to  spend  £50  per 
week  at  hotels  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  him  It  is 
beautiful  and  touching  to  read  Mr.  Gedney's  effr-irts  at 
instructirg  us  p-or  Milesians.  Oonsulto  opus  est  and  we 
may  improve.  Let  him  worry  away  with  "Glenhest" 
about  ooHoughs,  hotel  expenses,  and  the  like,  but  why 
does  he  keep  taunting  him  re  "  paid  contributors,"  &c.  ? 
Being  connected  with  a  newspaper  himself,  it  seems  rather 
poor  form,  and  it  is  not  argument.  It  might  prove  a  sweet 
boon,  as  Artemns  Ward  called  the  Tower  of  Lcndon,  if 
Mr.  G.  would  tell  us  which  of  our  waters  had  the  honour 
of  affording  him  thirty  salmon  in  three  days.  Did  he  get 
them  with  the  stone  loach  ?— Yours.  &c., 

_____    G.  Gareow  Grebn. 

PIKE  AND  LOACH. 

Sir, — You  represent  me  in  your  last  week's  issue  as 
speaking  about  the  Clare  (Galway)  river,  but  I  do  not 
think  I  wrote  it  in  that  way,  as  if  meaning  a  river  Clare  in 
CO.  Galway.  There  is  certainly  a  river  Clare  in  Galway, 
but  there  is  also  the  Claregalway  river  in  the  same  county, 
and  it  is  to  this  latter  I  was  referring  in  my  letter.  I 
think  I  made  it  a  compound  word,  however,  which  is  not 
quite  correct.  The  river  flows  past  the  village  rf  Clare- 
galway, a  few  miles  above  its  junction  with  Lough  Corrib, 
and  doubtless  it  derives  its  name  from  this  place,  or  vice 
versa.  If  we  follow  the  stream  still  higher  up  we  shall 
find  it  called  the  Clare,  and  the  town  of  Clare  is  not  far 
off.  I  understand  it  is  a  very  fair  river  for  a  salmon 
towards  the  back-end,  and  the  Kilcolgan,  too,  not  far 
away,  I  have  heard  good  accounts  of,  but  degeneracy  and 
decay  has  set  in  everywhere  of  late  in  such  fearful  fashion 
that  one  ia  prepared  to  learn  that  in  streams  where  a  few 
years  ago  good  sport  was  to  be  had  not  a  fish  is  now  to  be 
seen.    Ichabod ! 

1  am  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Barnes  has  sport  with  pike  in 
winter,^  or  in  autumn  I  suppose  we  should  call  it,  if  the 
season  is  from  October  to  January,  as  it  seems  to  be,  but 
my  eipeiienoe  simply  is  that  nike  won't  take  worth  a 
button  in  the  Shannon  during  February  and  March,  In 
April  they  begin  to  bestir  themselves  a  bit,  and  then  the 
fun,  such  as  it  is,  waxes  fast  and  furious  as  the  summer 
draws  on.  I  have  seen  100  jick  (mostly  small)  taken  on 
two  rods  of  a  Sanday  on  the  Shannon  trolling  in  July  or 
August,  nor  do  I  know  exactly  when  the  thing  declines. 
But  a8_  Mr.  Knox  says,  no  one  seems  to  pursue  the  sport 
even  into  October,  to  say  nothing  of  November  or 
December.  I  may  mention,  in  all  humility,  that  I  did 
not  for  a  moment  mean  to  say  that  pike  do  not  feed 
in  winter.  I  try  to  be  most  ctutious  in  making  general 
statements  of  that  kind,  for  well  I  know  what  awaits  in  the 
columns  of  the  F.  O.  the  rash  man  who  does  so.  But  I  do 
know  for  a  fact  which  admits  of  no  question  that  we  troll 
year  after  year  in  February  and  March  over  water  where 
pike  take  readily  later  on  and  scarcely  ever  get  a  pull  from 
ttiem  ;  and  we  use  favourite  pike  baits,  too.  But,  as  Mr. 
Knox  suggests,  it  may  be  that  they  are  about  the  shallows 
spawning  at  these  times.  Anyway.  I  hope  to  have  a  try 
this  inccming  winter  should  the  weather  be  at  all  possible. 

In  your  recent  review  of  "Bed  Spinner's  "  book  on  the 
pike  I  see  401b.  or  thereabouts  spoken  of  as  the  limit  of 
weight  of  pike  for  which  we  hav*>  anything  authentic.  I 
don't  think  this  quite  fair  to  the  Knockvicar  policeman  of 
Lough  Key.  His  pike  of  501b.  odd  was  weighed  in  the 
presence  of  some  perfectly  trustworthy  witnesses,  and  I 
venture  to  think  deserves  mention  when  p'ke  and  their 
weight  are  in  question.  This  pike  was,  I  believe,  killed  on 
Good  Friday  of  this  present  jeir,  and  was  probably  the 
largest  ever  got  on  the  rod  in  this  kingdom  within  living 
memory.  In  Ireland  our  largest  piki  are  taken  in  nets, 
and  disposed  of  in  the  local  markets  at  so  much  a  pound, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  many  fish  of  501b.  and  upwards  are 
made  away  with  in  this  way;  and  trout,  too,  whose 
dimensions  are  quite  sufficient  to  make  them  historic 
disappear,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  the  same  inglorious  way. 
I  shall  never  forget  being  accosted  by  a  countrywoman, 
with  a  basket  on  her  arm  under  her  shawl,  in  Enniskillen 
one  market  day,  many  years  ago,  and  asked  whether  I'd 
"buy  a  trout,  your  honour  ?  "  She  uncovered  her  basket 
and  showed  me  three  fish,  one  of  them  slightly  over  141b. 
She  made  nothing  of  it.  It  was  got  "  in  a  nit  "  on  the 
loch,  and  she  often  got  bigger,  &c.  I  think  it  very 
possible.  ______  MONA. 

"RED  MULLET"  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  reader  say  which  parts  of  our 
sea  coast  are  best  for  taking  that  delicate  fish  "  red 
inullet  "  ("  the  woodcock  of  the  sea  ")  ?  Are  they  to  be 
got  by  angling  ?  With  what  baits  and  tackle  f  Or  only 
by  netting  by  the  professional  fishermen  P  And  when  is 
their  best  seas'  n  P 

If  any  Fishing  Gazette  readers  are  versed  in  this  par- 
ticular form  <jf  sea  fi^ibing,  will  they  give  us  some  account 
of  when,  where,  and  how  to  go  about  catching  this  most 
delicate  of  fishes. — Yours,  &o.,  Senex. 


MORE  SPRIT  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Whilst  tbankins  you  fnr  your  kind  reply 
contained  in  last  Saturday's  -Fishing  Gazette,  I  beg  still 
fur' her  itfoimition  re  Clupea  sprattus. 
When  and  where  does  tbe  sprat  spawn  P 
D  1  sprats  have  roes? — Yours  truly^  _  laNOEANCE, 
[Dr.  Day,  in  his  great  work  on  "  British  Fishes,"  says : 
"  1  have  obtained  sprats  with  developed  roe  from  both  the 
nnrth  and  south  coasts  of  Cornwall  during  the  months  of 
December  and  January,  but  it  is  not  common  to  find  them 
in  this  condition.    Yarrell  states  that  he  caught  some  off 
the  Dorsetshire  coaat  in  June  which  were  then  in  roe,  also 
young  sprats  off  Ramsgate,  Hastings,  and  Weymouth  in 
the  months  of  August  and  September.    Mr.  Dowell  says 


that  though  he  has  seen  vast  quantities  of  this  fish  caught, 
he  never  yet  saw  one  with  roe.  Parnell  states  that  in  the 
Firth  of  Forth  the  sprats  spawned  early  in  the  month  of 
March.  Conch  states  thit  in  May,  1860  he  obtnioed  one 
Sin.  long,  ard  heavy  in  roe,  taken  thirty  miles  off  shore.  In 
October,  1879.  I  examined  a  number  from  St  Ives ;  a  few 
males  had  S(  me  milt,  but  the  ovisacs  of  the  females  were 
empty  and  r»d  as  if  f pawning  were  over."  It  is  probable 
that  the  sprat  spawns  out  at  sea,  otherwise  we  should 
know  much  more  about  where  and  when  it  spawns. — En.] 

FISHING  FROM  ROCKS  ON  THE  SOUTH  COAST. 

Dear  Sir,— I  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  will 
be  so  good  as  to  tell  me  of  one  or  more  places  on  the  south 
coast  where  sea  fishing  from  rocks  is  obtainable. — Yours 
truly,    J,  p.  G. 

SALMON  HATCHERY  ON  THE  SHANNON. 

Dear  Sib, — Concerning  the  above,  I  desire  to  say  that 
it  would  at  the  present  jancture  be  a  huge  scandal  if  such 
a  monstrous  project  were  carried  out.  The  Irish  Inland 
Fisheries  Commission  have  not  yet  sent  in  to  His  Excel- 
lency the  Lord-Lieutenant  their  report,  and  until  they 
have  done  so,  and  the  public  have  obtained  some  informa- 
tion as  to  their  views  on  the  over-netting  on  the  estuary, 
and  at  the  Lax  Weir  Fishery  at  Limerick  ;  in  other  words, 
whether  they  intend  to  recommend  a  considerable  limit  to 
be  placed  upon  the  ruinous  operations  of  both  staading 
and  floating  nets  in  the  lower  waters,  as  otherwise  it 
would  be  a  great  injustice  to  anglers  and  others  on  the 
upper  sections  of  the  river  to  have  fish  rearing  carried  on 
in  the  interest  of  net  monopolists. 

Another  thing  I  will  say,  if  during  the  spawning  season 
the  tributary  rivers  (in  which  the  breeding  fish  are  made 
away  with  in  hundreds)  were  looked  after  there  would  be 
no  necessity  for  hatcheries.  Indeed,  I  hesitate  not  to  say 
that  there  are  more  salmon  ova  lost  to  the  Shannon  every 
winter  than  would  stock  all  the  salmon  rivers  in  England. 
Want  of  protection  is  the  cause  of  all  the  mischief  —  Yours 
faithfully,  8.  J.  Huelky. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe. 

A  FINE  HAMPSHIRE  AVON  PIKE. 
Deae  Sib,— Perhaps  it  might  interest  some  of  your 
readers  to  know  that  I  caught  a  pike  in  the  Avon  on 
Oct.  23  weighing  181b.  4oz.,  and  the  same  afternoon  took 
four  perch,  weighing  5Jlb.  the  four. 
P.S. — Weight  of  fish  verified. — Yours  sincerely, 
Boscombe,  Hants,  Oct.  24.         G.  L.  Whitwoeth. 


HOW  TO  HELP  THE  SALMON  TO  THE 
SPAWNING  GROUNDS. 

SiE, — The  Salmonidse  are  now,  or  soon  will  be,  going 
up  stream  to  spawn.  How  can  we  best  assist  them  so  to 
do  P  What  tbey  want,  in  order  to  surmount  a  rise  in  a 
stream,  is  a  solid  body  of  water  through  which  they  can 
force  their  bodies  by  the  action  of  their  fins  and  tails.  A 
fish  cannot  snim  throtigb  froth ;  it  must  have  a  solid  body 
on  which  its  locomotive  organs  can  exert  their  force. 

The  best  form  of  a  fish  pass  would  be  one  that  should 
involve  this  solid  body — by  no  means  the  simple  matter 
that  would  at  first  thought  appear  to  be  involved.  The  fish 
likes  to  see  and  feel  a  solid  body  ;  a  weir  is  incapable  of 
giving  trim  this.  How,  then,  are  we,  in  simple  language, 
to  give  him  a  solid  shoot  P  By  forming  a  culvert  at  the 
side  of  a  weir  of  brickwork  or  large  iron  pipes,  with  a  slide 
or  hatch  worked  by  appropriate  mechanism,  so  that  when 
the  salmon  or  trout  come  up  and  assemble  in  bodies  for 
the  nocturnal  ascent  the  hatch  or  sluice  oan  be  raieed,  and 
a  passage  through  solid  unbroken  water  may  be  afforded. 
Then  the  difficulty  will  have  been  overcome,  and  the 
migratory  or  ascending  instinct  will  do  the  rest.  Aided 
by  its  swimming  apparatus,  the  fish  will  swim  through 
the  pass  with  as  much  ease  as  through  any  other  sharp 
stream,  especially  if  a  barrier  be  plucad  in  front  of  the 
rise  about  the  ordinary  level  of  the  stream,  so  that  the 
water  in  front  of  the  rise  is  solid.  There  will  then  be 
very  little  trouble,  as  the  ascendant  fish  will  have  solid 
and  relatively  stUl  water  for  what,  to  use  a  hunting  term, 
might  be  termed  the  "  take  off." 

A  rise  of  a  few  inches  offers  no  obstacle  to  a  fish  ;  bat  a 
sudden  rise  of  some  feet  offers  difficulties,  and  henoe  the 
benefit  of  what  is  above  mentioned.  Given  a  solid  body  of 
water  and  the  trouble  ceases. 

Culverts  controlled  by  sluices,  properly  guarded  to 
prevent  illicit  use,  are  of  great  value  on  a  stream.  They 
afford  means  of  control  in  times  of  flood,  means  of  capture 
of  enormous  bodies  of  eels  at  certain  seasons,  and  for  other 
purposes.  But  such  erections  should  not  be  carried  out 
without  sanction  by  the  proper  authorities  and  under  their 
auspices,  or  dire  results  might  ensue. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  above,  no  works  of  this  nature 
should  be  undertaken  without  caretnl  consideration  of  all 
the  ciicumstanoes  and  expert  advice. — Yours,  &o  , 

  0.  0.  0. 

BARBULBS  ON  STONE  LOACH. 
Dear  Sib, — Oh,  "  Mona,"  "  Mona,"  where  are  your 
glasses  P  Ttiis  interesting  little  hsh  has  not  two  (as  you 
say),  tut  six  barbules  which  fringe  the  upper  lip  :  for  this 
reason  it  does  look  like  some  dark,  old,  withtred  French 
women  I  have  seen  with  pronounced  moustaches.  I  thank 
you  for  this  information,  and  would  not  think  of  donbtii/g 
you  ;  but  I  have  caught  a  great  many,  nticher  with  athree- 
pronged  nor  two-pronfred  fork  (a  cruel  business),  but  with 
tbe  naked  hands.  Taking  these  fish  by  this  method 
without  injuring  them,  like  everything  else,  requires 
practice;  but  there  is  no  great  difficulty  in  the  matter,  if 
one  goes  the  right  way  about  it.  They  may  also  be  taken 
with  a  small  net. — Yours  truly,  A.  M. 

Several  important  letters  unavoidably  l^t  over. 


November  3,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


336 


CONTENTS. 


N.B.—All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 

this  paper. 

Occasional  Notes   

...  33.5 

T'li/^   T^n-no    r^lnK'i^    A  wow/Id 

.33.5 

The  Grant  Vibration  Eod  

.  33G 

Close  of  Scotch  Salmon  Angling  Season  

.  338 

Tuba  Fishing  in  Borneo   

.  339 

Brampton,  on  the  Huntingdonshire  Oase 

.  339 

The  Late  Mr.  Thos.  Arkcoll    ... 

.  340 

Northern  Anglers'  Association  

.  340 

Piscatorial  Society                                     . . 

.,  341 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society   

..  341 

Gresham  Angling  Society  

..  341 

Notes  from  the  North   

,.  349 

Provincial  Notes   

.  349 

Correspondence  

...  351 

NOTICE. 


FI8HIN9  &AZBTT1  Is  published  every  Saturday,  and  oan  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Bailway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Oommnnlcations  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  forBeview,  &c.,  shonld  be  addressed 
to  B.  B.  MABSTON,  Editor  of  the  F1SHIN9  Qazbttb,  St. 
Dnnstan's  Honse,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Oorrespondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neoessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 
Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
communications 

Terms  of  Snbscrlptleii. 

Thb  GAzettb  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Oo.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  yart  of  Oreat  Brltkln 

and  Ireland   10s.  6d. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    Sa.  4d. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage   12i.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  ...   £7   7  0 

Half  Page  3  16  6 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page  1   6  '» 

Small  advertisements  4b.  per  inch  of  single  colomn  (4  eels,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  In  case  of  death  whem 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

AU  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advbktisbmbnt  MANAeBE,  St.  Dunstan'i 
Honse,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  BIVSAM.  London." 
TELEPHONE,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  WHICH  IB  INCORPOBATHD 

iNGLING    AND    CLO  GOSSIP, 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  Urd,  1900. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THB  EDITOR. 

Coventry  Patmobe  and  Dry-Fly 
Fishing. 

In  the  recently  published  very  interesting 
biography  of  the  late  Coventry  Patmore,  the 
author,  Mr.  Basil  Champneys,  quotes  from  a 
letter  Patmore  sent  to  one  of  his  children  when 
he  was  fishing  at  Houghton  with  Mr.  Champneys 
in  1890. 

"Tell  Piffia  about  the  fishing;  it  is  quite  unlike  any- 
thiog  I  have  seen.  There  are  eight  miles  of  river,  rented 
by  fifteen  gentlemen,  eaoh  pajing  £25  a  year ;  that  is, 
£375.  No  one  is  allowed  to  catch  any  fish  unless  it 
weighs^  IJlb.  or  over.  In  the  eight  miles  of  river  there 
are  thirty-three  fish  of  the  lawful  weight — that  is,  from 
IJlb.  to  8Jlb.  They  are  all  known  by  name,  and  are 
always  to  be  found  in  the  same  place,  unless  one  is 
caught,  and  then  the  rest  all  move  up  a  step,  s»  that 
their  names  are  still  known.  Everybody  for  ten  miles 
round  knows  when  a  fish  is  caught,  and  if  it  weighs 
more  than  S^lb.  it  is  telegraphed  to  all  the  London  papers 
and  to  Portsmonth,  where  there  is  a  salute  fired,  one  gan 
for  every  Jib.  Seven  gentlemen  have  been  fishing  there 
two  days,  but  Mr.  Champneys  alone  has  come  off  with  any 
glory.  To-day,  after  four  hours'  fishing,  he  hooked  '  Sir 
William  Harcourt,'  a  fish  of  IJlb.,  bat  looking  bigger 


than  he  is.  We  got  him  nearly  to  land,  but,  by  some 
paltry  trick,  he  manatred  to  get  off  the  hook  just  aa  we 
were  putting  the  landing-net  under  him.  All  the  gentle- 
men of  the  clnb  are  to  have  a  champagne  dinner  to-night 
at  the  Boot  Inn  to  celebrate  this  event.  .  .  .  We 
think  of  going  to  Winchester  or  Salisbury  for  a  couple  of 
days,  in  order  to  get  away  from  the  numerous  visitors  and 
deputations  who  will  be  waiting  upon  us  to  congratulate 
us  on  having  hocked  '  Sir  William  Harcourt.' 

Patmore  himself  held  the 
landing-net  on  this  momentous 
^'A      occasion,  and  he  says  later  on  ■ 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  club  to- 
morrow. Sir  William  Clay  is  to 
propose  and  Captain  Head  to  second 
the  following  motion  • 

"That,  in  consideration  of  his 
eminence  as  a  poet,  and  of  his 
intended  services  in  landing  '  Sir 
William  Harcourt,'  this  committee 
do  decide  that  the  next  fish  which 
shall  attain  to  the  legal  weight  of 
IJlb.  shall  1»8  called  '  Patmore.'  " 


That  interesting  French 

angling  paper     La  Peclie 

Moderne  gives   in   a  recent 

issue  an  illustrated  defcrip- 


French  Ledger  Tackle  BaiteJ. 

tion  of  ledgering  with  a  clay  ball,  used  in 
what  French  anglers  call  fishing  an  Grelot, 
i.e.,  with  line  fastened  to  the  top  of  a  bit  of  strong, 
but  springy  wood  about  2ft.  in  length,  with  a 
bell  attached  to  it.  Mr.  Wm.  Hearder,  of 
Plymouth,  makes  a  "  teU-tale  "  of  this  kind  for 
sea  fishing — at  least,  I  believe  it  was  Mr.  Hearder 
who  sent  me  one  some  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 


which  the  line  is  passed ;  it  is  held  in  place  by 
little  bone  discs  (D). 

I  have  to  thank  Messrs.  Wyers  Fr<'res,  the 
proprietors  of  La  Pi'che  Moderne,  for  the  illustra- 
tions. They  called  on  me  the  other  day,  and  in 
the  course  of  conversation  said  that  they  found 
the  baited  clayball  ledger  very  deadly — they  have 
many  useful  fishing  appliances  which  would,  I 
feel  sure,  be  appreciated  by  our  anglers. 

To  use  this  tackle  the  angler  makes  a  ball  of 
ground-bait  (clay  and  bran,  or  bread  and  bran,  or 
potato  and  bran,  &c.),  worked  into  a  fairly  stiff 
paste — it  is  only  necessary  to  make  it  stiff  enough 
to  hold  together  when  baited,  and  cast  out  into 
the  swim  to  be  fished.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
illustration,  the  ground-bait  ball  is  squeezed 
round  the  cork  and  the  baited  hooks,  and  hook 
lengths  of  gut  are  hidden  in  it,  as  well  as  some 
unattached  gentles  or  worms.  These  work  out  of 
the  ground-bait  ball  and  attract  the  fish,  with  the 
result  that  the  capture  of  a  good  fish  is  often 
effected.  If  the  ground-bait  ball  falls  to  pieces 
through  the  action  of  the  water,  or  the  fish  biting 
at  it,  without  one  being  caught,  the  cork  rises  to 
the  surface  with  the  hooks,  and  the  angler  is  thus 
notified  that  a  new  ground-bait  ball  is  required. 

I  NEED  hardly  say  that  there  is  nothing  new  in 
ledgering  with  the  bait  hidden  in  a  ball  of  ground- 
bait.  I  have  often  caught  fine  roach,  tench,  and 
other  fish  in  this  way,  which  has  often  been 
described  in  the  Gazette.  AU  the  same,  the  use  of 
unshotted  tackle,  with  the  coi'k  support  for  the 
ground-bait  ball  and  bait,  is,  I  think,  new 
in  this  country;  and  I  think  many  anglers 
who  believe  in  ledgering  will  be  glad  to  give  it  a 
trial.   

An  old  subscriber  to  the  F.  G.,  Mr.  M.  M. 
Thomas,  of  Tenby  House,  Tenby,  informs  me 
that  he  has  a  little  property  to  sell  on  the 
borders  of  Carmarthenshire — a  freehold  cottage 
and  about  eleven  acres  of  meadow  land.  He  says 
that  salmon  and  trout  fishing  can  be  got  in  the 
neighbourhood.  I  am  often  asked  if  I  know  of 
such  places  to  be  had,  so  possibly  this  note  may 
be  useful  to  some  angler  looking  out  for  a  small 
place  of  the  kind.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  TUNA  CLUB'S  AWARDS. 


The  Tuna  Club  of  Avalon,  Santa  Gatalina 
Island,  Cal.,  closed  competition  for  prizes  in  its 


A  French  Angler  Ledgering  for  Barbel,  itf. 

(Wi-h  tackle  baited  as  shown  in  ollioi-  slcetrhes.) 


The  illustration  shows  a  French  fisherman 
watching  his  lines,  and  listening  for  a  "  runaway  " 
ringr  from  a  big  barbel,  eel,  or  cai-p. 

The  tackle  is  very  simple,  and  needs  but  a 
glance  at  the  illustrations  to  understand  it. 

A  is  the  end  of  the  running  line ;  B  the  stoutish 
gut,  to  the  two  ends  of  which  the  two  hooks  are 
attached.    0  is  a  bit  of  oblong  cork,  through 


third  annual  tournament  the  night  of  Sept.  .'^0. 
The  season  of  1900  has  been  unusually  successful, 
not  only  in  the  number  of  tuna  taken  but  in  the 
percentage  of  extraordinarily  large  fishes.  This 
year  141  tuna  were  captured  on  rod  and  line,  wbpreRs 
during  the  season  of  1899  the  total  number  was 
twenty-nine.  It  is  sf  ated  experience  has  taught 
tuna  anglers  that  the  big  fish  will  take  baits  at 
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all  hours  of  the  day,  instead  of  only  in  the  early 
moiTiing  or  late  aiternoon,  and  the  increased 
catch  has  been  due  to  this  fact  rather  than  to 
greater  numbers.  Also,  that  the  average  time 
consumed  in  landing  the  big  feUows  has  been 
reduced  to  about  twenty  minutes,  by  the  skill  of 
the  anglers,  as  contrasted  with  the  one  hour  and 
one-half  formerly  deemed  necessary. 

The  number  of  black  sea  bass  caught  this 
season  was  103,  much  in  excess  of  the  last  year's 
catch,  this  fish  having  been  more  sought  for  by  the 
anglers.  The  catch  of  white  sea  bass  was  small, 
yellowtails  were  less  abundant  than  during  last 
year's  tournament,  while  mackerel  were  little  in 
evidence.  The  -winners  of  prizes  were  the 
following : 

Ttjna. — First  tuna  of  the  season,  Harry  Hark- 
ness,  of  New  York.  Largest  tuna  of  the  season, 
Gen.  A.  W.  Barrett,  of  San  Francisco,  1641b.: 
second,  C.  J.  OkeU,  1481b. 

Each  of  the  following  ladies  qualified  for  a  gold 
medal  offered  to  the  lady  taking  a  tuna  of  any 
size :  Mrs.  James  Gardner,  1361b. ;  Miss  Olive 
BeUe  Clark,  1181b.;  Mrs.  J.  0.  Connor,  1161b.; 
Mrs.  A.  W.  Barrett,  221b. ;  Miss  E.  L.  Bernard, 
231b. 

Black  Sea  Bass.— First  of  the  season,  R.  A. 
Eddy,  of  Montana.  Largest,  F.  S.  Schenck,  of 
New  York,  3841b. ;  second,  R.  A.  Eddy,  3621b. ; 
third,  F.  S.  Schenck,  3501b.  Messrs.  Harry  Bates 
and  F.  A.  Hamsch  were  given  honourable  mention, 
they  having  taken  probably  the  largest  fish  ever 
caught  with  rod  and  reel,  weighing  4051b.,  but 
were  disqualified  under  the  club  rules  from 
receiving  a  prize. 

White  Sea  Bass. — First  of  the  season,  T.  W. 
Hobson,  of  Honolulu,  H.  I. ;  largest,  a  tie  between 
E.  L.  Doran,  of  Avalon,  and  J.  F.  Vincent,  of 
Saginaw,  Mich.,  481b. ;  second,  E.  L.  Doran,  461b. : 
third,  T.  W.  Hobson,  441b. 

A  prize  was  awarded  also  to  the  boatman  from 
whose  boat  was  taken  the  first  tuna  of  the  season  ; 
a  prize  to  the  best  equipped  launch  having  over 
three  horse  power ;  a  prize  to  the  best  equipped 
fishing  boatof  under  three  horse  power. — American 
Field. 


THE  GRANT  YIBEATION  ROD, 


By  R.  B.  Marston. 
Four  years  ago  I  gave  some  account  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  the  wonderful  salmon  fly 
casting  done  by  Mr.  Grant,  of  Inverness,  with 
what  he  calls  his  "  Vibration  Rod." 

Usind  an  18ft.  Sin,  rod  of  four  joints,  i.e.,  spliced  three 
times,  Mr.  Grant  made  a  oast— which  I  carefully  measured 
—of  53yds.  1ft.  from  the  spot  where  his  feet  stood  to  the 
place  where  his  fly  fell  on  the  water.  He  cast  along  the 
bank,  in  order  that  we  might  easily  s  e  where  the  fly  fell. 
This  is  the  longest  recorded  cast  ever  made. 

Mr.  Grant  is  a  rather  slightly-made  man,  not  over 
strong  in  health,  and  I  can  well  believe  him  that  in  the 
hands  of  a  more  powerful  man  his  fine  rods  would  do  More 
than  he  is  able  to  take  out  of  them. — F.  0.,  December  12 
1896.  ' 

As  a  result  of  the  publicity  given  to  the  matter, 
Mr.  Grant  was  besieged  with  orders,  but  could 
not  meet  the  demand ;  in  fact,  he  told  me  himself 
that  he  had  more  orders  in  hand  than  he  could 
execute  in  a  twelvemonth.  It  was  very  interest- 
ing to  hear  his  description  of  what  he  meant  by 
the  name  "  Vibration  "  rod,  though  I  confess  that 
it  was  not  so  easy  to  follow  his  theory  as  it  was  to 
understand  his  wonderful  way  of  putting  it  into 
practice.  He  told  me  he  had  made  many  an 
ordinary  rod  before  he  discovered  that  by  making 
his  rod  conform  to  some  law  of  vibration  (which 
law,  I  confess,  I  do  not  exactly  understand),  he 
found  he  could  produce  a  rod  as  superior  to  an 
ordinary  one  as  a  genuine  "Sta-ad"  is  to  an 
ordinary  violin.  As  far  as  I  understand  it,  his 
aim  is  to  make  his  rods  so  that,  when  set  in 
motion  in  casting,  the  movement  shall  run  evenly 
and  truly  along  the  rod,  and  so  pass  on  to  the 
line — certainly  a  consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished  for  by  the  fly  fisher,  but  as  certainly  not 
one  the  attainment  of  which  is  impossible  with 
rods  of  other  make  (or  rather,  I  should  say,  by 
other  makers),  for  the  principle  must  be  the 
same.  Many  years  ago  Messrs.  John  Braddell  and 
Sons,  of  Belfast,  sent  me  a  Castleconnell  fly  rod 
of  most  perfect  action.  After  years  of  use  a 
friend  accidentally  stepped  on  the  second  joint, 
and  although  I  had  a  new  joint  made  as  nearly 
jike  the  old  one  as  possible,  the  action  was  no 
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longer  perfect.  I  then  had  a  rod  made  as  nearly 
like  the  old  one  as  possible,  same  kind  of  wood, 
same  length,  same  diameter  all  through  ;  but  it 
was,  comparatively,  worthless.  Most  anglers 
must  have  had  the  same  experience  of  some 


[NOVEMBEB  3,  1900 


The  Vibration  Bod. 


The  Splice. 


Correct  Method  of  Holding  the  Kod. 

perfect  rod  which  when  broken  it  was  impossible 
to  replacej  and  not  only  with  rods,  but  also  with 
bows,  guns,  cricket  bats,  &c.  Doubtless  in  many 
cases  the  "  perfection "  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  particular  rod  exactly  suits  the  particular 


action  of  the  angler  using  it.  "Whether  Mr- 
Grant  has  discovered  some  secret,  or  applied  some 
law,  by  which  he  can  always  turn  out  perfect  rods 
I  cannot  say ;  one  would  have  to  try  dozens  of 
them  to  be  convinced  on  that  point,  and  I  have 
only  tried  one ;  but  if  he  can  turn  out  a  dozen 
exactly  like  it,  i.e.,  which  I  should  say  were 
exactly  like  it,  I  should  begin  to  think  there  was 
more  genius  in  his  method  than  the  genius  which 
is  common  to  every  rod  maker  who  knows  what 
is  wanted  and  takes  infinite  pains  to  produce 
it. 

However  this  may  be,  there  is  no  doubt  the 
"  Vibration  "  rod  patented  by  Mr.  Grant,  if  not 
exactly  "  the  only  true  and  perfect  weapon,"  as  is 
claimed  for  it,  is  an  exceedingly  good  rod,  and 
therefore  I  was  very  glad  to  learn  from  Messrs. 
0.  Playfair  and  Co.,  fishing  tackle  makers.  Union- 
street,  Aberdeen,  that  they  "  have  purchased  the 
patent  rights  with  sole  power  to  produce  the 
Grant  Vibration  Rod,"  and  they  claim  that 
"  these  rods,  being  made  on  scientific  principles,  the 
result  is  full  power  to  weight,  and,  therefore,  practi- 
cally  unbreakable  " ;  and  that  with  these  rods  "  the 
angler  can  not  only  throw  a  longer  line,  but  with 
greater  ease  and  lightness  than  with  any  other  rod 
hitherto  in  use." 

As  these  rods  have  been  in  use  now  by  many 
anglers,  I  should  like  very  much  to  have  the 
opinions  of  some  of  them  as  to  whether  they 
consider  them  entitled  to  such  praise  as  this. 

Messrs.  Playfair  have  kindly  lent  me  the  inte- 
resting illustrations  accompanying  this  notice, 
which  are  taken  from  their  very  attractive  little 
prospectus  and  price  list,  from  which  also  the 
following  extracts  are  taken.  I  should  mention  that 
the  rods  are  spliced,  and  that  the  splice  is  in  my 
opinion  one  of  the  secrets  of  their  merit ;  the  ends 
of  the  joints  are  swelled  a  little  at  the  splice,  and 
the  extreme  end  of  each  joint  forms  a  knob  ;  the 
result  is  certainly  the  best  and  simplest  form  of 
splice  I  have  ever  tried. 

Directions  for  Splicing. 

"  Hold  the  pieces  on  the  horizontal,  with  rings 
downwards. 

"  Start  the  winding  of  the  thong  immediately 
behind  the  shoulder,  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand 
keeping  the  end  in  place. 

"  Give  three  or  four  turns  of  thong  close 
together  and  continue  spirally  about  ^in.  or  so 
apart  according  to  length  of  splice.  Then,  when 
the  other  shoulder  is  reached,  start  as  if  to  go 
back  again,  giving  three  or  four  turns  close 
together,  and  pull  the  end  through. 

"  It  is  not  in  the  least  necessary  to  exert  force 
in  the  splicing.  AU  that  is  required  is  to  lap  the 
thong  with  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand  as  it  is 
being  wound  on." 

COEEBCT  MeTHOB  OP  HOLDING  THE  VIBRATION 

Rod. 

Casting. — "  Although  this  rod  is  made  to  suit  all 
styles  of  casting,  the  best  results  can  only  be 
obtained  by  the  Planet  cast. 

"To  make  this  cast  let  out  sufficient  line  as 
thought  necessary  to  fish  the  pool  or  stream,  then, 
when  the  current  has  carried  the  line  (the  point  of 
rod  following  line,  of  course)  parallel  with  bank, 
bring  the  rod  up  to  the  perpendicular,  but  not 
beyond.  Then  describe  an  ellipse  (dipping  the 
point  of  the  rod  slightly,  with  the  wrist  from  you) 
with  a  gradual  increasing  movement  till  the  centre 
of  gravity  is  reached,  then  the  throw  forward  is 
made,  and  the  cast  is  complete.  See  illustra- 
tions." 

Hints.—"  Never  jerk. 

"  Do  not  move  the  body. 

"  The  cast  is  made  by  the  wrist  and  arms 
only. 

"  The  rod  must  be  brought  to  the  perpendicular 
gently,  and  with  a  sustained  strain. 

"  This  sustained  strain  must  be  kept  up  through- 
out the  entire  cast. 

"  The  angler  will  find  that  the  fly  touches  the 
water  at  his  side  just  as  he  completes  the  cast,  if 
correctly  done." 

Lines. — "  Mr.  Grant  has  designed  a  special  line 
for  use  with  the  Vibration  Rod.  These  lines  are 
made  to  his  special  taper,  and  are  dressed  by 
ourselves.  The  combination  of  the  Vibration 
Rod  with  this  line  gives  the  angler  the  only  true 
and  perfect  weapon." 

Beels. — "  Any  reel  may  be  used,  but  we  recom- 
mend one  of  suitable  size  and  weight." 
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CLOSE    OF    SCOTCH  SALMON 
ANGLING  SEASON. 


The  end  has  come.  The  curtain  has  again 
fallen  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  salmon  angling 
waters,  and  the  song  of  the  reel  will  be  heard  on 
them  no  more  for  the  nonce.  The  Tay  and  Spey 
were  closed  down  to  anglers  on  Oct.  15 ;  the  Earn, 
Forth,  Dee,  Don,  Daveron,  Ness,  and  bulk  of 
Scotch  salmon  angling  waters  on  "Wednesday 
last,  Oct.  31,  and  only  the  Tweed  and  some 
Solway  streams  now  remain  open  for  a  few  weeks 
longer,  the  Tweed  system  going  on  till  Nov.  1 ; 
but  for  all  practical  purposes  the  season  is  over, 
and  anglers  are  now  betaking  themselves  to  fresh 
fields  and  pastures  new  till  Father  Time  rings 
them  on  again  for  another  turn  on  the  advent  of 
a  New  Year. 

The  season  all  over  has  been  a  fair  one.  There 
is  nothing  particularly  striking  to  mark  it  as 
either  a  record  failure  or  a  decided  success. 
Some  rivers  have  fished  better  than  others,  and 
some  parts  of  the  same  river  have  yielded  excel- 
lent sport,  while  several  of  their  reaches  have  but 
proved  indifferent ;  but  on  the  whole  the  season 
in  general  has  been  a  decided  improvement  on 
that  of  the  previous  one,  and  a  very  fair  average 
compared  with  any  of  the  past  haK  dozen. 

The  great  drawback  to  salmon  angling  all 
through  has  not  been  the  want  of  water,  but  the 
erratic  nature  of  the  floods.  It  has  been,  if  any- 
thing, a  wet  season,  and  particularly  so  during 
the  summer  and  autumn  months,  if  September  be 
excepted.  There  is  no  complaint  on  the  score  of 
want  of  moisture  so  characteristic  of  some  former 
years,  but  the  unsettled  state  of  the  rivers,  on 
the  other  hand,  mitigated  against  the  good 
which  the  floods  would  otherwise  have  accom- 
plished. After  a  flood  or  semi-flood  a  speU  of 
two  or  three  weeks  is  usually  looked  for  when  the 
fish  which  have  settled  in  the  pools  then  rise 
freely,  but  with  few  exceptions  there  has  not  been 
anything  like  steady  waters  at  any  time  for 
mor^  than  two  days  on  end.  No  sooner  have 
the  floods  subsided  and  sport  began  to  be  brisk 
than  away  the  river  would  come  again,  and 
anglers  were  aU  out  of  it  for  the  nonce.  This  has 
been  particularly  felt  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  Spey,  and 
liirger  rivers  more  so  than  on  the  smaller  salmon 
streams,  which  fish  best  with  a  flood  or  semi-flood 
every  second  or  third  day.  The  result  was  that 
only  a  comparatively  few  good  angling  days  were 
had  on  the  Tay  and  Dee,  but  during  these  brief 
periods,  when  the  rivers  were  in  good  condition, 
sport  was  indeed  bright,  and  the  anticipations  of 
anglers  of  the  most  glowing  order. 

The  closing  day  on  the  Tay  system  was  the 
best  experienced  of  the  whole  season.  Sport  all 
over  has  been  fair  since  the  nets  came  off  in 
August,  and,  considering  the  very  erratic  nature 
of  the  water,  ifc  might  even  be  pronounced  good. 
Had  the  Tay  anglers  had  another  week  to  go  it 
certainly  would  have  been  so,  but  they  cannot 
have  an  extension  of  their  season  at  the  beginning 
and  end  too,  and  so  they  had  perforce  to  reel  up 
when  the  river  was  in  its  best  trim,  fish  abundant, 
and  creels  the  heaviest.  Some  good  fish  were  got 
during  the  closing  days,  although  none  of  them 
were  record  breakers.  Mr.  Herring  had  a  beauty 
of  451b.  on  the  Stanley  water — the  top  fish  for 
the  season,  and  the  heaviest  as  yet  reported  from 
any  Scotch  water.  Dr.  Coates,  on  the  Redgorton 
water,  had  one  of  361b.;  and  altogether  Mr. 
Coates  and  guests  creeled  200  fish  for  their 
autumn  season. 

On  the  Spey,  which  closed  simultaneously  with 
the  Tay,  the  season  all  over  has  been  again  a  very 
poor  one  as  far  as  anglers  are  concerned.  This  is 
now  the  chronic  cry  with  regard  to  this  once 
superb  salmon  river,  and  it  has  again  to  be 
repeated  for  about  the  fifteenth  time.  Grilse 
were  very  scarce  all  the  season  through,  and  very 
few  were  got  even  right  up  to  the  end.  Colonel 
Vivian's  party  had  a  few  fish  on  the  DeLfur  water, 
one  of  which  was  caught  by  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  scaled  171b.  On  the  Gordon  Castle  waters 
a  good  back-end  was  experienced,  although  the 
long  spell  of  drought  experienced  during  Septem- 
ber  literally  spoiled  the  season  from  being  what 
it  otherwise  would  have  proved  had  the  fish  got 
up  after  the  nets  were  off.  The  angling  results 
on  the  Duke's  famous  reaches,  although  better 
<-han  last  year,  are  by  no  means  up  to  the  normal 
average,  and  fa;  from  "vhat  could  be  termed  »  good 


season.  The  heaviest  fish,  and  the  top  weight  for 
the  Spey,  was  a  beauty  of  361b.,  creeled  by  Lord 
Chesterfield  to  the  fly.  One  or  two  others  topped 
301b.  a-piece,  but  very  heavy  fish  have  been 
conspicuous  by  their  absence.  The  Duke  of  York 
had  a  splendid  time  of  it  during  the  few  days  he 
was  on  the  river.  He  landed  just  at  the  most 
opportune  moment,  and  creeled  in  aU  fifteen  fish 
of  an  average  weight  of  171b.,  and  five  of  these— 
three  salmon  and  two  grilse — were  to  his  rod  on 
the  very  last  day  out.  It  will  be  a  sweet  memory 
of  his  visit  to  the  Highlands,  and  bring  him  back 
again  as  soon  as  the  duties  of  his  high  station  will 
permit.  The  old  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon 
has  not  done  much  angling  this  season,  and 
altogether  there  have  been  fewer  rods  on  his 
waters  than  formerly,  probably  never  more  than 
a  dozen  in  place  of  the  usual  score. 

A  very  fair  season  has  been  had  on  the  Dee, 
but  if  any  river  has  been  more  erratic  in  its  yield 
than  another  it  has  been  the  Dee.  So  much  is 
usually  expected  of  this  queen  of  Scottish  streams 
in  comparison  to  its  size  that  it  is  no  wonder  it 
annually  produces  a  crop  of  disappointed  anglers. 
O  wing  to  its  excellent  treatment  the  run  on  the 
Dee  fishings  has  been  something  phenomenal. 
When  it  is  stated  that  its  rental  has  risen  from 
£1-200  to  .Jt;i2,000  within  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
has  actually  doubled  itself  within  the  past  ten, 
then  some  idea  of  the  demand  for  quarters  on  this 
magnificent  salmon  stream  may  be  gathered. 

But  there  are  salmon  fishings  and  salmon 
fishings,  Dee  waters  and  Dee  waters,  and  the 
possession  of  a  half  mile  on  the  Dee,  either  in 
spring  or  summer,  is  no  guarantee  of  a  certainty 
of  sport.  Much  depends  on  the  nature  of  the 
season  and  everything  on  the  immediate  state  of 
the  waters. 

Thus  it  happened  that  all  through  the  past 
spring,  while  record  catches  were  being  made  on 
the  middle  and  fairly  lower  reaches  about  Durris, 
Inchmarlo,  and  the  Banchory  and  Kincardine 
sections,  not  a  single  fish  was  being  got  above 
and  very  few  below  these  parts.  The  thousands 
of  the  early  spring  migration  seemed  to  lie  in 
these  parts  for  months,  and  the  sport  obtained 
was  the  best  experienced  within  the  memory  of 
the  oldest  hand.  Again  the  past  autumn  has 
proved  somewhat  of  the  same  puzzling  character, 
and  sport  has  been  exceedingly  rife  in  one  part 
and  a  perfect  blank  in  others.  Taken  all  over,  the 
Dee  has  yielded  a  fair — very  fair — fishing,  and 
much  above  the  average  of  the  past  five  years. 
The  top  fish  of  the  season  was  a  43-pounder,  got 
by  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley,  on  the  Cairnton  water, 
to  the  Redwing,  and  beauty  of  an  autumn  cock 
fish  fresh  from  the  sea. 

The  Don  has  been  the  outstanding  feature  of 
the  season.    Salmon  angling  had  almost  died 
down  in  it,  and  as  regards  the  spring  and  summer 
fishings,  is  nothing  much  to  boast  of  yet,  but  its 
autumn  season  has  been  a  record  one,  and  will 
compare  very  favourably  with  any  of  its  most 
palmy  days.    It  has  been  literally  swarming  with 
fish  on  the  lower  ten  miles  or  so  of  its  course. 
The  average  on  the  Grandholm  water,  leased  by 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  and  let  out  to  six  rods  at  £60 
per  rod,  has  sometimes  been  over  twenty  fish  per 
day,  and  individual  anglers  have  had  as  many  as 
ten  and  a  dozen  to  their  own  rods.    The  other 
sections  all  the  way  up  into  the  middle  reaches 
have  fared  equally  well,  and  fish  have  been  got  in 
the  Alford  and  Towie  waters,  where  they  have 
been  strangers  to  the  fly  at  least  for  the  past 
fifteen  years.    The  secret  of  the  revival  of  the 
autumn  salmon  fishing  on  the  Don  has  been  the 
mitigation  of  the  pollution  fiend.    The  Great 
North    of    Scotland    Railway    removed  their 
"kerozine"  works  from  the  banks  of  the  river, 
from  which  the  poisonous  oils  were  percolating 
through  and  dealing  death  to  thousands  of  fish 
for  miles  below ;    the  agitation  against  mill 
owners  has  also  set  them  on  the  qui  vive  against 
letting  more  refuse  and  waste  into  the  river  than 
they  can  help  in  case  of  evidence  being  brought  into 
court  against  them,  and  the  natural  result  has 
followed,  which  was  claimed  for  the  Poor  Old 
Don  in  these  columns  times  without  number,  that, 
given  a  fair  chance,  and  it  would  soon  recover 
itself  and  prove  the  first  salmon  stream  in  the 
Kingdom  for  its  size. 

A  very  good  season  has  been  had  on  the  Ythan, 
and  especially  on  the  tidal  waters,"  which  have 
yielded  remarkable  baskets  of .  finnock  and  sea 
trout  Hgbt  nr  to  the  "lose.    The  Ythan  is  /-cr 


excellence  the  sea  trout  river  of  the  country,  and 
the  finnock,  the  grilse  stage  of  the  sea  trout, 
affords  the  very  pink  of  sport  all  the  season 
through  from  March  to  the  close  in  October. 
Much  depends  on  the  state  of  the  water  and 
direction  of  the  wind,  and  often  the  very  best 
baskets  are  made  when  the  weather  otherwise  is 
of  the  foulest  description.  Like  its  sister  stream, 
the  Ugie,  a  wet  season  favours  it  best,  and  in  this 
respect  the  past  season  seemed  "  to  fit  on  "  as  if 
"  made  to  order." 

The  Deveron,  North  and  South  Esks,  the 
Forth,  including  the  Teith,  have  all  had  a  fair 
though  somewhat  erratic  season,  and  as  regards 
the  waters  in  the  west  and  far  north  some  have 
been  good,  some  bad,  and  some  ijuite  indifferent. 

G.  M. 


HOLIDAY  NOTES. 


Anglers  are  difiicult  to  please  in  the  mattej- 
of  weather.  The  lasting  downpour  which  would 
bring  about  that  "  push  of  water  "  for  which  they 
are  always  sighing,  and  the  subsequent  inter- 
mittent showers  to  keep  the  rivers  just  the  right 
height  and  colour,  would  be  the  despair  of  sea- 
side lodging-house  keepers  and  their  customers. 

We  cannot  have  everything  we  desire ;  yet  it 
does  seem  that  the  weather  of  last  September  was 
good  for  every  class  of  holiday-maker  but  the 
angler. 

No  real  lovers  of  the  country — and  most 
anglers  come  fairly  under  that  description — can 
fail  to  appreciate  a  good  spell  of  unbroken  sun- 
shine and  cloudless  skies ;  yet  it  is  disappointing 
to  those  who,  having  postponed  their  holidays 
until  September  for  purposes  of  sport,  are  pre- 
sented with  a  month  that  upsets  the  law  of 
averages  by  becoming  one  of  the  driest  instead  of 
one  of  the  wettest  of  the  year ;  for  July  andi 
September,  to  sustain  a  reputation  of  twenty-five 
years  in  the  Thames  valley,  should  each  furnish' 
a  heavier  rainfall  than  either  of  the  remaining  ten. 
months. 

Back  from  my  holidays,  non-angling  acquaint- 
ances congratulated  me  upon  the  splendidl 
weather  that  had  fallen  to  my  choice  of  time. 
From  their  point  of  view  they  were  quite  correct. 
I  could  have  agreed  with  them  if  my  ideal  of 
holiday  pleasure  reached  no  higher  standard  than 
lounging  about  a  sea  front,  listening  with  more 
or  less  forbearance  to  imperfectly  rendered  andl 
hackneyed  songs.  And  the  humour  of  the  situa- 
tion lay  in  the  fact  that  I  was  pitied  for  having 
lost  an  opportunity  for  "  enjoyment "  which  I  do 
not  appreciate  in  the  least,  and  was  further  an 
object  for  amused  wonder  because  I  was  supposed 
to  regard  damp  feet  and  wet  skin  as  necessary 
adjuncts  to  angling  happiness.  ' 

In  connection  with  this  last  almost  rainless 
September,  the  question  that  puzzles  me,  and 
should  interest  other  anglers,  is,  why  the  sport 
should  have  been  quite  as  indifferent  as  it  was. 
In  my  own  case  I  had  at  command  three  miles  of 
well-stocked  water  on  the  Colne,  where  in  former 
years,  with  the  water  lower  and  clearer  than  it 
las  been  this  season,  I  and  other  angling  friends 
have  generally  managed  to  secure,  by  careful 
methods,  good  bags  of  roach  of  from  lib.  to  l|lb. 
each  fish,  in  the  last  hour  of  daylight  if  not  earlier 
in  the  day;  and  we  could  usually  catch  chub 
whenever  and  wherever  we  could  see  them,  and 
that  was  practically  always  and  everywhere. 

But  this  season,  and  particularly  this  Septem- 
ber, the  change  for  the  worse  has  been  very 
marked.  The  usual  method  of  casting  a  light 
ledger  and  cheese-baited  triangle  into  a  clear, 
gravelly  space  in  which  chub  could  be  seen,  has 
been  adopted  with,  if  possible,  more  care  and  less 
disturbance  of  the  water  than  ever ;  but  the 
nudge  of  the  top  joint,  telling  that  a  chevin  had 
bolted  the  gorgonzola,  has  not  followed ;  and  after 
waiting  far  back  and  as  still  as  a  willow-stump 
for  half  an  hour  or  more,  I  have  peered  through 
the  sedges  right  down  into  the  eddy,  and  have  seen 
nothing  but  the  knob  of  cheese  on  my  hook  in  the 
same  condition  as  when  first  cast  in.  The  chub 
have  vanished,  as  completely  as  De  Wet  himself : 
but,  unlike  that  worthy,  and  equally  unlike  them- 
selves in  former  seasons,  they  have  not  come  back 
again !   And  the  problem  is — why  ? 

Such  a  disdain  for  what  was  so  long  their 
favourite  food  has  never  before  been  displayed  by 
the  rhvh  of.  this  water.    .Apparently  they  are  not 
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starving  themselves,  for  they  are  more  plump  and 
portly  than  ever,  and  must  therefore  feed  well  on 
something. 

About  this  time  last  year  I  examined  the 
stomachs  of  several  large  chub  from  various 
rivers,  and  found  in  them,  in  each  instance,  many 
short  pieces  of  sedge  or  reed.  Do  these  large 
chub  fancy  salad  diet  for  long  periods  ?  If  so, 
they  certainly  will  not  take  pieces  of  gi-een  sedge 
on  a  hook,  for  I  have  tried  them.  The  matter  is 
getting  serious,  for  our  fly  fishermen  have  scored 
no  more  against  the  chub  than  have  our  float  and 
ledger  fishermen. 

The  roach  of  this  portion  of  the  Colne  have 
also  been  unaccountably  difiicult  to  deceive. 
July  and  August  went  by  without  the  usual  tale 
of  good  takes  associated  hitherto  with  those 
months,  and  we  consoled  ourselves  with  the  view 
that  the  exceptionally  cold  spawning  season 
would  account  for  the  temporary  falling  off,  and 
with  the  hope  that  we  should  have  good  sport 
once  again  in  the  September  evenings,  just  when 
the  bats  come  abroad,  and  when  one  has  to  fix 
white  feathers  on  the  float  to  detect  bites  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy. 

But,  strange  to  tell,  this  September  brought 
little  or  no  improvement  in  the  sport.  Patient 
fishing  during  the  day  produced  little  else  but 
jack  baits,  and  not  always  those  when  they  were 
particularly  wanted  by  the  jack  fishermen. 

The  whole  gamut  was  tried  of  pastes  of  all 
sorts  and  colours,  bread  cubes,  gentles,  worms, 
and  wheat,  and  our  baskets  at  the  end  of  each 
day  were  too  often  lighter  than  at  the  beginning, 
ground-bait  and  other  etceteras  having  been 
disposed  of,  and  no  corresponding  weight  of  fish 
having  been  added.  Indeed,  we  might  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  no  fish  were  left  in  the 
water  if  we  had  not  seen  shoals  of  them  dui-ing 
the  day,  and  if  the  surface  of  the  water  had  not 
been  alive  with  heavy  priming  fish  as  dusk 
approached. 

Our  portion  of  the  Oolne  runs  into  the  Grand 
Junction  Canal,  which  usually  has  more  pace  and 
much  more  colour  than  the  Colne  proper.  In  this 
canal  at  times  London  clubmen  have  had  this 
season  some  good  takes  of  roach  with  stewed 
wheat,  a  bait  which  has  become  very  popular 
with  London  anglers  during  recent  years.  There 
was  a  time  within  my  recollection  when  they 
regarded  its  use  as  a  profitless  fad. 

I  fished  this  same  canal  two  whole  mornings, 
commencing  at  uncanny  hom-s,  and  caught 
nothing  but  gudgeon,  while  other  Londoners,  all 
expert  anglers,  sitting  near  me  never  once  had  to 
use  their  landing  nets. 

Nevertheless,  sport  on  Lea  and  Thames  at  the 
same  period  was  certainly  no  better.  But  it  is 
rather  disconcerting  to  experience 'the  greatest 
difficulty  in  luring  a  few  pound  roach,  when  a 
season  or  so  ago  we  were  doing  so  weU  that  we 
often  returned  fish  of  that  weight  to  grow 
larger. 

At  last  a  streak  of  good  fortune — that  is,  good 
as  times  go  now — came  my  way  in  the  shape  of 
five  good  roach,  best  lib.  4oz.,  smallest  lib.,  and, 
to  my  surprise,  a  carp  of  31b. — only  a  baby 
certainly  as  compared  with  some  that  often 
exhibit  their  ample  proportions  to  our  admiring 
gaze,  some  well  over  101b.,  and  one  a  good  141b. ; 
but  my  •'  little  one  "  was  the  first  ever  taken  from 
the  water  within  the  long  memory  of  the  oldest 
member,  and  very  pretty  sport  the  carplet  gave 
me  on  roach  tackle. 

This  success  was  distinctly  gratifying  to  me, 
and  rather  justifies  me  in  the  hope  that  one  day, 
by  pursuing  a  plan  of  my  own  that  must  take 
time  to  develop,  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
landing  one  of  that  baby  carp's  older  relatives ; 
but  that  must  form  the  theme  of  another  story. 

One  other  of  the  cloudless  days  on  the  Colne 
furnished  a  great  reversal  of  the  usual  form,  and 
a  great  disappointment,  too.  On  going  back  to 
the  fishery  hut  for  lunch,  I  found  there  a  member 
whose  business  engagements  make  him  a  rare 
visitor  to  the  water.  He  had  driven  over  for  a 
picnic  rather  than  for  fishing ;  but  he  had  brought 
his  fly  rod  with  him  just  to  save  his  reputation 
as  an  angler,  and  was  quickly  making  a  few 
preliminary  casts  to  straighten  his  somewhat 
curly  gut  cast,  on  the  end  of  which  was  attached 
a  loch  fly.  I  had  just  entered  the  hut,  when  an  ex- 
clamation made  me  look  through  the  window,  to  see 
my  friend's  rod  bent  double  by  a  great  fish,  which 
revealed  itself  a  trout -by  its  broad  side  in  tie 


dark,  oily  curl  of  water  under  the  weir  paddles — 
a  very  much  larger  trout  than  any  that  our 
most  constant  frequenters  of  the  water  have 
been  able  to  entice  during  many  seasons  by  the 
aid  of  microscopic  flies  and  gossamer  gut  casts. 
Such  is  the  bewitching  uncertainty  of  the  sport ! 
The  result  might  have  been  different  if  this  trout 
had  only  waited  until  our  friend  had  really  com- 
menced fishing ;  but  although  a  cool  man  of 
business,  he  was  in  this  sporting  crisis  as  nervous 
as  a  girl  at  her  first  ball — and  the  inevitable  hap- 
pened .  The  trout,  with  as  much  strength  as  cunning, 
waltzed  round  a  snag,  the  rod  straightened,  the 
line  slackened,  the  loch  fly  had  disappeared  for 
all  time — and  the  space  on  the  club-room  walls 
reserved  for  the  largest  Colne  trout  of  our  history 
must  stiU  remain  unfllled ! 

It  is  comforting  to  be  assm-ed  that  large  trout 
still  inhabit  this  weir  pool,  for  since  they  were 
fed  on  strawberries  by  the  wife  of  a  member  in 
July  they  had  given  no  signs  of  their  presence. 

One  fm-ther  remark  to  those  who  may  consider 
these  notes  to  be  mainly  a  record  of  failures. 
Beau  Brummel's  pile  of  creased  and  crumpled 
cravats  furnished  the  necessary  experience  that 
led  to  his  final  triumph  in  neckwear.  Failures 
should  furnish  as  useful  lessons  to  anglers  as  to 
exquisites.  J.  McDbrmott. 


TUBA  FISHING  IN  BORNEO. 


MoEE  years  ago  than  I  care  to  look  back  to  my 
chief  told  me  that  he  was  getting  up  a  tuba 
fishing,  and  that  he  had  ordered  all  the  Dyak 
chiefs  to  collect  tuba  for  the  purpose.  The  tuba 
plant  is  a  creeper.  It  is  root  of  the  plant  which 
is  used.  The  root  is  beaten  with  wood  cudgels 
and  washed  in  water,  a  canoe  generally  being  used 
to  receive  the  sap,  which  is  white  and  milky  and 
has  a  strong  smell.  On  the  appointed  day  my 
chief  and  myself,  with  a  few  native  friends,  left 
the  fort  about  half -past  five  in  the  morning  for 
the  rendezvous,  which  was  the  junction  of  a 
tributary  with  the  main  stream,  and  it  was  this 
tributary  that  we  were  going  to  tuba. 

We  exchanged  the  launch  for  canoes,  which, 
besides  paddles,  were  provided  with  stout  bamboo 
poles,  as  the  stream  in  some  parts  was  shallow 
near  the  banks  and  very  rapid.  There  were 
many  varieties  of  the  human  race  present — 
Kayans,  Bakatans,Tanjong,  Sea  Dyaks,  Melanaus, 
Malays,  Tamils,  and  the  ubiquitous  John  China- 
man— all  in  a  great  state  of  excitement,  holloaing, 
paddling,  and  poling,  for  this  was  not  an  ordinary 
tuba,  but  a  swagger  affair;  an  event  to  be  re- 
membered, and  in  time  to  come  it  would  be  a 
point  to  fix  events  in  their  memories.  They  would 
say  such  and  such  a  thing  happened  about  a 
month  before  or  a  month  after  the  big  tuba. 
After  paddling  and  poling  for  about  a  couple  or 
more  hours  upstream,  we  came  to  the  place  where 
it  was  proposed  to  begin.  All  the  canoes  ran 
ashore,  and  their  occupants  got  out  and  took 
their  bundles  of  tuba  root  to  a  spot  appointed. 
Every  man  tied  a  long  rotan  to  his  bundle  of 
tuba  root,  which  was  all  piled  in  a  mound, 
retaining  the  end  in  his  hand.  I  do  not  re- 
member now  how  many  pikuls  of  tuba  there 
were,  but  there  were  a  great  many.  A  pikul 
is  133|lb.  When  the  tuba  was  all  collected  the 
most  important  Sea  Dyak  chief  commanded  silence, 
and  there  was  silence,  the  proverbial  pin  might 
have  been  heard  to  drop ;  then  the  chief  raised 
his  voice  in  prayer,  and  besought  the  spirits  of  the 
water,  the  land,  and  the  sky,  the  spirits  of  the 
trees,  the  animals,  and  the  birds,  to  give  us  good 
luck,  and  not  interfere,  and  they  should  not  be 
forgotten  when  the  fish  were  caught,  but  should 
receive  their  share — a  goodly  portion.  The  chief 
wound  up  his  prayer  with  an  elaborate  and  well- 
executed  howl,  at  the  determination  of  which 
each  man  bolted  to  his  canoe,  dragging  after  him 
his  bundle  of  tuba  root.  There  wei*e  many 
hundreds  of  natives  present. 

Directly  they  arrived  at  their  canoes  they  put 
water  into  them  and  commenced  hammering  the 
root  with  stout  batons,  about  2  ft.  in  length,  and 
then  washed  the  root  in  the  water  in  the  canoes, 
but  none  was  allowed  to  go  into  the  river. 
Hammering  out  the  sap  from  the  root  took  some 
time,  but  when  all  had  finished,  the  chief  gave  a 
signal,  and  all  the  tuba  sap  and  water  was  at 
once  emptied  into  the  river.  From  the  moment 
the  sap  was  tiroTyn  into  the  ri-^ei  until  the  first 


fish  was  speared  not  a  soul  was  allowed  to  open 
his  mouth.  It  took  some  little  time  for  the  tuba 
to  sink  and  have  its  effect  on  the  fish.  The  tuba 
causes  the  fish  to  rise  to  the  top  in  a  stupefied 
condition ;  the  tuba  kills  the  small  fish,  but  the 
big  fish  are  pretty  lively,  and  it  wants  an  old 
hand  to  get  his  fish-spear  home. 

No  spear  is  on  any  account  allowed  to  be 
thrown,  the  penalty  is  a  fine.  Most  of  the  spears 
were  three-pronged  and  barbed,  and  made  out  of 
stout  trap  wire.  Some  of  the  spears  had  steel 
heads,  with  a  single  barb.  All  had  bamboo 
handles,  so  they  could  not  sink  if  a  big  fish  com- 
pelled the  holder  of  the  spear  to  let  go,  and 
then  managed  to  shake  or  knock  the  spear 
out  of  his  flesh.  At  last  a  fish  or  two  rises, 
and  a  small  one  is  landed,  a  very  small  one 
for  choice,  and  the  lander,  amidst  much  laughter, 
throws  the  little  victim  ashore,  and  informs  the 
spirits  that  there  is  their  share — the  goodly 
portion  alluded  to  above — and  that  is  all  they  get, 
be  the  day's  catch  ever  so  good.  This  little 
performance  being  concluded,  everyone  can  talk 
as  much  as  they  like ;  but  they  don't,  the  rule  is 
to  keep  perfectly  quiet. 

Soon  the  fun  becomes  fast  and  furious — the 
tuba  is  doing  its  work — and  the  fish,  big  and 
little,  come  up  to  the  top.  Canoes  dart  here  and 
there  after  the  fish,  some  collisions  occur,  occu- 
pants of  canoes  sit  down  in  a  most  sudden  way, 
small  canoes  get  capsized,  but  all  is  taken  most 
good-naturedly.  Up  comes  a  big  fish,  a  spear  is 
driven  home,  but  the  holder  of  the  spear  cannot 
hold  on  to  his  victim,  and  the  fish  dives  with  the 
spear,  only  to  come  up  again  and  receive,  perhaps, 
four  or  five  more  spears  before  he  succumbs, 
to  become  the  prize  of  the  first  spear. 

By  this  time  the  sun  is  weU  up,  and  beats  down 
on  us  in  a  merciless  way.  Some  of  the  natives  go 
ashore  and  cook  a  portion  of  their  catch  over  a 
fire,  and  eat  it  with  rice  cooked  in  a  joint  of  green 
bamboo.  The  catch  was  a  good  one.  All  had 
done  well,  and  some  boats  were  filled  to  the  gun- 
wale. The  biggest  fish  was  caught  by  the 
engineer  of  the  launch,  a  Malay.  In  after  years 
I  found  that  somehow  or  another  he  generally  did 
catch  the  biggest  fish.  So  the  day  went  on,  and 
finally  we  got  back  to  the  launch,  and  had  a  good 
pull  at  Glenlivet  and  water. 

Thus  ended  my  first  and  best  tuba  expedition. 
Never  again  during  the  many  long  years  of  my 
sojourn  Ln  that  far-off  land  in  the  China  Sea  did 
I  ever  have  such  a  good  day. 

T.  WbNTWORTH  FiLLCONEK. 


BRAMPTON,  ON  THE  HUNTINGDON- 
SHIRE OUSE. 


A  VKRY  good  coarse  fishing  station  is  Brampton, 
but  little  fished,  and  the  swims  within  easy  reach 
of  it  abound  with  specimen  bream,  rudd,  and 
pike ;  roach  of  fair  size  are  also  very  plentiful, 
and  the  chub  fishing  is  not  to  be  despised. 

Brampton  is  a  large  village  situate  about  one 
mile  from  Buckden  Station,  on  the  Midland  Rail- 
way,  a  little  farther  from  Offord  Station,  on  the 
Great  Northern,  and  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
Huntingdon.  Good  accommodation  can  be  had 
in  the  village,  and  every  information  obtained 
from  Mr.  Thos.  Stocker,  the  water  bailiff,  who 
resides  at  the  BeU,  Brampton.  Members  of  the 
Anglers'  Association,  on  production  of  their 
tickets,  can  fish  it  free.  There  is  a  smaU  charge 
for  other  anglers,  tickets  being  obtainable  of  Mr, 
Stocker. 

The  river  is  situate  about  a  quai'ter  of  an  hour's 
walk  from  the  village. 

Good  bank  fishing  may  be  had  from  one  or  two 
of  the  meadows ;  but  by  far  the  best  plan  is  to 
use  a  boat,  and  as  there  are  not  many  of  these  at 
Brampton — in  fact,  I  believe  there  are  none  to 
let — the  angler  is  recommended  to  hire  one  from 
Mr.  Geo.  Childs,  of  Huntingdon,  who  would  send 
it  up  for  a  small  extra  charge.  Many  of  the  best 
swims  are  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from 
Brampton,  and  the  only  method  of  crossing  to 
that  side  wthin  reasonable  distance  of  the  viUage, 
unless  one  has  a  boat,  is  by  the  railway  bridge, 
which,  of  course,  is  not  allowed  by  the  company. 
The  charge  for  a  boat  is  about  lOs.  a  week,  or 
15s.  for  a  fortnight. 

The  water  from  the  up-stream  end  of  the  poplar 
trees,  above  the  railway  bridge,  down  to  Houghton 
Mill«,  is  hired   by  the  Huntingdon  Angling 
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Association.  A  letter  to  Mr.  Wm.  Ashley,  the 
secretary,  at  Huntingdon,  or  Mr.  Stocker, 
mentioned  above,  will  at  all  times  have  attention. 

Assuming  that  the  angler  has  the  advantage  of 
a  boat,  he  will  not  be  likely  to  be  disturbed  by 
other  fishermen,  but  the  same  remark  does  not 
apply  to  bank  anglers. 

I  now  propose  to  give  a  brief  description  of  the 
water,  commencing  from  where  it  is  hired  by  the 
Huntingdon  Association  down  to  Brampton  Mills. 
The  foi-mer  point  is  marked  by  a  notice-board  on 
the  towing-path  side  (about  half  a  mile  up  stream 
from  the  bathing  place  at  Brampton). 

The  towing-path  side  is  rather  weedy  for  some 
distance  out,  but  very  good  roach  and  bream 
fishing  may  be  had  if  the  angler  fastens  his  boat 
a  few  yards  from  the  bank  and  fishes  over  the 
shelf ;  the  same  remark  applies  to  live-baiting  for 
pike  in  the  winter,  the  water  being  in  the  same 
state  down  to  the  railway  bridge.  The  right-hand 
bank,  facing  down-stream,  is  not  so  weedy,  and 
many  very  good  swims  may  be  found,  particularly 
under  the  shadow  of  the  poplar  trees,  and  in  two 
or  three  spots  in  the  next  meadow  between  them 
and  the  railway  bridge.    In  several  places  along 
the  bank  by  the  poplar  trees  the  water  has  washed 
the  soil  away,  and  many  very  excellent  perch  take 
up  their  abode  there,  and  if  the  paternoster  be 
properly  used  the  capture  of  specimens  would,  I 
am  sure,  result.    Eai-ly  morning  or  evening  is, 
perhaps,  the  best  time  for  roach  and  bream,  but 
very  frequently,   particularly    in    August  and 
September,  they   feed  freely  throughout  the 
whole  day.    Of  late  years  the  river  hereabouts  is 
somewhat  more  weedy  than  it  used  to  be,  and  for 
this  reason  the  swim  would  be  much  improved 
by  raking   it    carefully  before  ground-baiting. 
Beyond  the  railway  bridge — still  facing  down 
stream — the  water  on  the  right-hand  side  is 
deepest  for  about  a  hundred  yards  beyond  the 
bathing  shed,  which  stands  on  the  left  bank; 
beyond  that  point  the  water  on  the  left  side  is 
the  deeper.    Wherever  a  swim  of  10ft.  or  12ft. 
deep  is  found,  good  sport  may  be  obtained  if  it  is 
well  raked,  and  then   properly  ground- baited. 
About  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  down  stream 
beyond  the  railway  bridge  an  important  backwater 
flows  out  of  the  main  river  on  the  right-hand 
side,  rejoining  it  again  at  Bleakley's  Grove,  near 
Godmanchester.    This  stream,  although  some- 
what overgrown,  contains  very  many  large  chub, 
and  is  worth  the  attention  of  the  fly-fisher  in 
summer,  whilst  pith  and  brains  would  prove  a 
successful  lure  for  the  loggerheads  in  winter. 

Returning  to  the  main  river,  the  water  on  the 
left-hand  side  from  that  point  to  the  bathing 
place  is  very  weedy  for  some  distance  out,  and 
here  may  be  had  some  of  the  best  rudd  fishing  in 
the  Ouse.  The  boat  should  be  anchored  nearly 
in  mid-stream,  and  every  likely  run  between  the 
weeds  carefully  tried.  Fine  tackle  should  be 
used,  and  the  angler  should  cast  some  distance 
from  the  boat,  and  keep  as  quiet  as  possible; 
brandlings  and  gentles  would  be  found  the  best 
hook  baits.  There  are  plenty  of  rudd  between 
21b.  and  31b.  in  weight  in  this  length,  which  state- 
ment anyone  can  easily  verify  if  the  boat  is 
allowed  to  drift  slowly  downstream,  the  occupants 
meanwhile  keeping  a  sharp  look  out.  As  a  rule, 
.  a  couple  of  feet  deep  would  find  the  largest  fish, 
and  the  evening  would  be  found  the  best  time  to 
try  for  them.  In  the  winter,  when  the  weeds  have 
rotted  down,  this  length  from  the  left  side  is  very 
suitable  for  spinning,  whilst  from  the  right  side 
the  live-bait  fisherman  could  find  employment 
right  along  to  the  comer  of  the  high  hedge  which 
runs  parallel  with  the  river  for  a  short  distance. 

Beyond  the  bathing  place,  nearly  down  to  the 
mills,  bream  and  roach  fishermen  should  try  from 
the  left  side,  anglers  in  quest  of  rudd  crossing 
over  to  the  right  side  for  some  distance.  About 
300yds.  from  the  sluice  the  water  becomes  shal- 
lower and  more  weedy,  nearly  across  the  river,  and 
rudd,  if  possible,  become  more  plentiful.  They 
are  seldom  fished  for,  and  on  a  favourable  evening 
the  angler  who  goes  about  his  business  properly 
would  be  almost  sure  of  excellent  bags.  In  the 
winter  this  part  of  the  river  is  very  favourable 
for  spinning  for  pike. 

Just  beyond  the  locks  in  the  main  river  is  a 
very  good  hole  which  should  not  be  neglected  by 
the  perch  fisherman,  and  around  the  rush  beds 
close  by  pike  are  always  to  be  found. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  add  that  the  water  close 
to  the  mill  is  private.    Permission  to  fish,  how- 


ever, may  generally  be  had  from  the  tenant,  Mr. 
Thos.  Stokes.  Sunday  fishing,  however,  in  his 
water  is  objected  to. 

Anglers  at  Brampton  are  few  and  far  between, 
so  that  anyone  contemplating  giving  the  waters  a 
trial  may  rely  on  their  not  being  over-fished,  which 
in  these  days  is  decidedly  a  great  advantage. 

0.  A.  B. 


THE  LATE  MR.  THOS.  ARKCOLL. 

In  giving  this  portrait  of  my  old  friend,  I  am 
sure  that  I  shall  be  expressing  the  feelings  of  all 
who  knew  him  in  saying  how  much  we  sympathise 
with  his  family  in  the  great  loss  they  have 
sustained  by  his  death.  Mr.  ArkcoU  was  not 
only  a  very  good  fly  fisherman  with  a  long  and 
wide  range  of  experience,  he  was  also  a  keen  all- 
round  sportsman,  and  took  special  delight  in  the 
literature  of  sport,  especially  that  of  angling. 
Occasionally  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  be 


interested  in  our  gport  to  the  last,  and  wo  often  exchanged 
letters.  I  shall  miss  him  greatly ;  he  was  a  true  type  of 
an  English  sportsman.— Yours  very  truly, 

James  McBae. 
The  following  note  is  from  Mr.  L.  "W.  Scotford  : 
Many  of  Mr.  Arkcoll's  earlier  fishing  days  were  spent 
on  the  Hampshire  streams.  Later  on  he  fished  most  of 
the  streams  in  Kent,  the  Darenth  being  a  very  favourite 
river  with  him.  Many  very  interesting  accounts  he  has 
related  to  me  concerning  his  sport  with  the  fly,  for  he 
was  one  of  the  keenest  of  fly  fishermen.  He  was  also 
very  fond  of  pike  fishing,  and  had  many  sucoeesful  days  on 
various  lakes  and  ponds,  including  the  Virginia  Water. 
In  later  years  he  visited  Brittany  (France).  He  also  paid 
a  visitjto  Mr.  McPadden's  hotel  water  at  Cnilfail,  where 
he  had  capital  sport.  Of  later  years,  owing  to  advancing 
age,  he  devoted  most  of  his  attention  to  the  Derbyshire 
streams,  all  of  which  he  fished,  both  for  grayling  and 
trout.  Nothing  pleased  Mr.  ArkcoU  more  than  to  assist 
a  brother  angler  with  information  as  regards  flies  for  the 
different  localities.  During  his  stay  in  Gloucestershire, 
Mr.  ArkcoU  fished  the  famous  Windrush,  Coin,  and  other 
streams  in  the  county.  L.  W.  Scotford. 

Mr.  Arkcoll  was  bom  on  Aug.  27,  1824,  and 
died  Sept.  27, 1900.   Of  late  years  he  had  resided 


able  to  secure  for  him  some  scarce  angling  book 
which  he  particularly  wanted,  and  it  was  always  a 
pleasure  to  do  him  some  little  service  of  that  kind, 
as  he  so  thoroughly  appreciated  it;  and  a  day 
by  the  river  with  such  an  enthusiast  was  one  to 
be  remembered. 

Soon  after  last  week's  F.  G.  appeared  I  received 
the  following  note  from  an  old  friend,  Mr.  James 
McRae,  who  is  also  known  to  many  a  fly  fisher 
and  reader  of  the  F.  G.  i 


Dear  Marston  — The  announcement  of  the  death  of 
my  old  friend  Mr.  Thomas  ArkcoU,  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week,  came  as  a  surprise  and  shock 
to  me,  as  I  had  no  idea  that  he  had  been  unwell.  Only  in 
June  last  I  received  a  very  cheery  letter  from  him,  antici- 
pating some  tport  at  Ludlow,  where  he  could  get  good 
fiehiog,  and  keenly  interested  in  the  fishing  prospects  of 
his  friends.  For  more  than  thirty  years  I  have  known 
him  as  an  enthusiastic  sportsman,  and  have  enjoyed  many 
days  with  him  annually  by  the  riverside,  on  the  Wandle, 
the  Darenth,  and,  later  on,  the  Saane  in  Normandy,  where 
we  had  some  excellent  sport,  only  the  distance  from  our 
house  to  the  river  made  the  day's  work  rather  too  much 
for  him  as  he  advanced  in  years.  It  took  us  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  to  get  across  fields  to  the  river;  and  then 
returning  at  night,  after  a  long  day,  was  very  tiring  with 
rod  and  net,  and  mostly  a  good  weight  of  fish  to  carry. 
Although  I  have  not  met  nim  tor  some  time,  he  continued  as 


at  Cheltenham,  and  he  was  buried  in  the  cemetery 
there  on  Oct.  1  last.  The  cause  of  death  was  con- 
gestion of  the  lungs,  gastritis,  and  influenza.  It 
is  sad  to  have  to  chronicle  the  loss  of  old  friends ; 
one  can  only  hope  to  meet  them  in  some  happy 
fishing  grounds  of  the  next  world. 

R.  B.  Makston. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  association  took  place 
on  Saturday  last,  at  the  Old  Vaults  Inn,  Crewe.  Over 
eighty  representatives  of  afliliated  angUng  societies  were 
present,  the  president  of  the  association,  Mr.  CounoiUor 
Sutherland,  J. P.,  of  Wigan,  occupying  the  chair. 
Apologies  for  absence  were  read  from  Mr.  J.  Tankinson, 
M.P.  for  Crewe  Division,  Mr.  P.  BaU,  of  St.  Helens,  and 
Mr.  B._  Danoe,  of  Bolton,  the  latter  gentleman  resigning 
his  position  of  vice-president,  through  pressure  of  business. 
The  annual  report  was  read  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Bedford,  hon. 
secretary,  showing  an  increase  of  111  members  during  the 
year,  and  an  increased  balance  in  hand,  the  general  fund 
balance  being  £29  13s.  6d.,  and  the  defence  fund  £68  ISs. 
Several  valuable  fishing  privileges  had  been  obtained,  and 
many  matters  of  interest  to  the  members  had  been  dealt 
with  by  the  executive  council.  An  exhaustive  report  on 
the  coarse  fish  and  trout  licence  question  had  been  circu- 
lated to  the  members,  and  the  council  recommend  it  to  the 
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attention  of  all  anglers,  with  a  view  to  a  conference  of  the 
great  associations  of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  framing 
an  amendment  to  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Ac'  of  1878. 
The  snbsoriptiona  of  members  of  centres  were  raisjd  to  43., 
and  of  members  of  clubs  not  attached  to  centres  to  8d. 
each  ;  and  it  was  resolved  that  ia  future  the  railway  fares 
of  representatives  attending  meetings  of  the  executive 
council  shall  be  an  association  charge.  The  disposil  of  the 
defence  ifund  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  executive 
oouflcil  to  use  as  they  may  think  best  in  promoting  the 
objscts  in  view.  Mr.  Sutherland  was  re-elected  president 
Mr.  Wall  work,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  Bedford,  secretary 
Mr.  E.  Evans,  of  Crewe,  being  elected  to  the  vice-chair. 
Mr.  E.  T.  Myers,  of  Blackburn,  was  elected  junior 
auditor;  Mr.  B.  Salter,  of  Preston,  taking  the  senior 
position.  The  officers  and  council  received  a  hearty  vote 
of_  thanks  for  their  seivices,  and  were  afterwards  enter- 
tained to  tea  by  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Crewe 
Centre,  their  hospitality  being  suitably  acknowledged. 

Thos.  W.  Eedfoed  (Hon.  Sec.) 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY . 
Membeks  who  reside  in  the  north,  south,  east,  and 
west  of  London  preferred  to  stay  at  home  on  Monday 
rather  than  face  the  dense  masses  of  sightseers  parading 
the  streets  on  "  C.  I.  V."  day.  As  a  result  there  was  no 
formal  gathering  of  the  society  on  the  evening  named.  A 
few  members,  _  however,  put  in  an  appearance,  and  an 
informal  meeting  was  held.  Sport  had  somewhat  im- 
proved after  the  heavy  rains,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher 
brought  up  from  Newbury  a  nice  mixed  bag,  including  a 
chub  of  21b.  12oz.,  a  roach  of  lib.  9|oz.,  and  a  plump  lOoz. 
dace.  He  mentioned  that  the  roach  did  not  begin 
to  bite  until  4.45  p.m.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson,  who 
accompanied  the  member  named,  had  a  few  good  roach, 
three  or  four  beirg  over  lib.  in  weight,  and  one,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  lib.  12cz  Mr.  Prank  Ward  found  the  gray- 
ling rising  on  a  private  part  of  the  Kennet,  and  creeled 
three  brace;  while  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  at  Chertsey,  took 
four  jack  and  a  brace  of  perch,  spinning.  He  reported 
that  there  was,  up  till  Saturday,  no  improvement  in  the 
liver,  it  being  very  clear  and  low.  From  Uxbridge  there 
was  no  news.  Captain  Hayward  Pinch  spent  a  reeultless 
day  there  on  Saturday  ;  nothing  was  feeding,  not  even  the 
ubiquitous  minnow  or  gudgeon.  The  mill  stream  from  the 
point  to  the  mill  is  in  course  of  being  partially  muddied, 
and  when  this  all  necessary  operation  is  completed,  some 
grand  takes  of  roach  should  be  had  in  this  little-fished 
portion  of  the  society's  water.  Mr.  H.  W.  Taylor,  who 
has  scored  bo  heavily  amongst  big  Irish  pike,  took  one 
weighing  22;b.  jast  at  the  close  of  his  visit  to  Clonbur. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C, 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mb.  C.  K.  Tdepin  presided  over  a  small  but  interest- 
ing meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  The  fishing  reports 
were  rather  poor  contrasted  with  the  capital  sport  met 
with  by  the  members  over  the  last  few  weeks,  notably 
those  who  visited  Ireland  and  the  north.  Mr.  Marshall 
and  five  other  members  were  down  at  Leigh,  and  had  fair 
spoit,  though  the  weather  was  very  wet  all  day.  A 
specially  recommended  dab  ground  was  tried,  but  did  not 
yield  well,  so  anchor  was  made  in  the  Ray,  Mr.  Marshall 
taking  some  very  good  flounders  and  a  few  small  whiting. 
Mr.  Gray,  on  a  visit  to  Leigh,  took  only  about  a  dozen 
flatfish,  as  there  was  a  very  high  wind  blowing  all  through 
the  day,  and  he  was  compelled  to  fish  on  the  flats,  in 
conEcquenoe  of  a  spring  tide.  Mr.  Gill  and  Mr.  Hicka  had 
been  away  to  Walton,  but  took  few  fish,  the  water  being 
very  thick.  Two  members  visited  Southampton  on  Sunday 
last,  to  Eee  the  C.I.V.'s  on  the  Aurania,  and  during  the 
course  of  the  day  had  proof  that  there  was  very  good  fish- 
ing to  be  hid  off  Netley  Hospital,  and  but  a  few  yards 
from  the  shore.  There  is  a  small  pier,  forming  a  very 
convenient  landing  place.  Mr.  Turpin  was  away  at  Looe 
for  a  holiday,  and  captured  thirty-two  pollack  (largest 
6Jlb.).  There  were  plenty  of  mackerel  about.  I  hear 
from  Kelvedon  the  water  there  is  nicely  coloured,  and 
good  sport  amongst  the  roach  should  be  found.  Mr. 
Hatton  was  down  last  week,  and  had  some  very  nice  roEch 
op  to  l^lb.  There  is  an  outing  to  Leigh  to-day  (the 
8rd  inst.),  and  those  who  wish  to  join  should  catch  the 
train  from  Fenohurch-street  at  8.38.  There  is  a  very 
convenient  tide,  which  will  give  a  nice  long  day,  and, 
should  the  weather  prove  favourable,  good  sport  can 
almost  be  counted  upon.  A  meeting  of  the  committee 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next  at  7  p  m.  A  vote  of  thankg 
to  the  chair  concluded  the  meeting. 

J.  H,  Walkee  (Hon,  Sec). 
'  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-streeet,  E  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOOIETT. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  at  the 
Eestaurant  FraEcati,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  on  Wedneediy, 
Oct.  31,  at  8  p  m.,_  Mr.  H.  Edwards  in  the  chair,  the 
minates  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  hon.  sec.  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Deal,  Broadstairs,  Eamsgate,  and  Billycotton  (Ireland), 
and  also  read  letters  from  the  following :  Mr.  Lingley, 
pier  master,  reported,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  L.  B. 
Wrightson,  that  good  sport  is  obtainable  from  South- 
wold,  large  flatfish  of  all  kinds,  codling,  whiting,  and 
good  pier  fishing.  The  catch,  for  about  eight  rods  daily, 
from  Oct.  19  to  Oct.  26.  was  2861b.  of  whiting  and  dabs. 
Mr.  Pilliner  reported  fishing  at  Deal,  with  three  other 
members,  on  Oct.  27,  28.  and  29,  and  found  sport  poor, 
taking  no  codling  over  2Jlb.,  and  the  best  whiting  taken 
was  IJlb.';  the  largest  day's  take  was  four  and  a  half  score. 
Mr.  Ian  Stewart  reported  good  rock  fishing  at  Stonehaven, 


catches  up  to  801b.  and  more  having  been  taken  this 
ssason,  including  large  cod.  Any  member  requiring  full 
information  as  to  tackle  needed,  accommodation,  &o.,  can 
obtain  same  on  application  to  the  office  of  the  society. 
The  following  experiences  were  then  given  by  members 
present :  Mr.  J.  Handley,  fishing  from  the  pier  at  Great 
Yarmouth,  had  some  very  good  catches  of  whiting,  but 
found  that  the  codling  were  not  yet  in  there.  Mr. 
Handley  also  reported  his  experiences  at  Deal,  where 
he  obtained,  from  the  pier,  a  catch  of  301b.  weight 
including  ten  codling,  best  21b. ;  bait  principally  mussel, 
and  also  drew  attention  to  the  nuisance  of  boys  playing 
arouEd  you  on  the  pier  on  the  portion  where  fishing  is 
permitted  in  spite  of  an  additional  payment.  Mr. 
Graham,  fishing  from  the  pier  at  Southend  on  Oct.  27 
and  31,  found  sport  very  bad,  but  had  heard  that  eighty- 
two  nice  fish,  principally  flounders,  had  been  taken  from  a 
boat,  the  best  weighing  about  lib.  Mr.  Green,  fishing 
with  two  friends  at  Deal,  took  five  score  fish,  including 
only  two  small  codling,  but  some  excellent  whiting  and 
good  pouting.  Mr.  Norman,  fishing  at  Newhaven,  took 
some  nice  whiting  of  not  less  than  Jib.  each  and  some  up 
to  l§lb.  Mr.  Norman  also  reported  fishing  at  Leigh, 
and  taking  some  good  flounders,  best  abontlilb.  Mr.  Parker 
mentioned  that  he  had  heard  that  good  bass  had  been 
taken  cfE  Sonthsea  this  season  up  to  151b.  and  161b.  each, 
and  that  some  of  a  smaller  size  were  still  being  taken! 
Attention  was  drawn  by  Mr,  Clay  to  the  deplorable 
damage  being  done  to  the  fishing  in  ths  river  Crouch  by 
trawlers.  The  hon.  sac.  drew  attention  to  Mr.  Bates's 
very  useful  new  lead  link,  and  also  several  pitterns  of 
hooks  shown  by  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  John  Handley  gave  the 
address  of  an  excellent  man  from  whom  mussels  can  be 
obtained,  opened  and  in  bulk,  ready  for  use.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  the  usual  toast  to  the 
society  closed  the  meeting. 

Chaeles  S.  Patteeson  (Hon.  Sec.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Add 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min.  for  Chelsea,  fSS  mln.  for  Kew. 

40  „     „  Putney.  AddJ^^   "     ->  Eichinond. 

4-5  „  „  Hammersmith,  ■"•""J  80  „  „  Twickenham 
50   „    „  Barnes.  K.8S  „     „  Teddington. 

EXAMPLB :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge  it 
wUl  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TmB  OF  HioH  Wathb  at  London  Beid8i. 

_  .     ,  XT     .  „  Mornlnj.  Evenliw. 

Saturday,  Nov.  3    lO.  8    lo  42 

Sunday,         „  4    11.I6   ■,'  me 

Menday,  5        0 12 

Tuesday,        „  6    0.37  ...!.,!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  o'.59 

Wednesday,    „  7    1.22    1 47 

Thursday,      ,,  8    2.11   , o'si 

Friday,         ,,  9   2..57   .".!!!!"!!! 

HlOH  WATBB  AT  AUBBBLEY  AND  PULBOBOUftH, 

o  .     .  ,T  „  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    Nov.      3    10.48   11.22 

Sunday,  „        4    11.56    12  2C 

Monday,         „        5    0.40    0.82 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pnlborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton).— Heavy  rain  hai  fallen  here  during 
the  last  few  days,  but  there  is  no  improvement  in  the 
colour  of  the  water,  and  sport  is  very  indifferent,  and  no 
improvement  can  be  looked  for  until  we  have  a  push  of 
water  to  clear  away  the  rotten  weeds  and  falling  leaves. 
The  Thames  Conservancy  are  expediting  the  work  of  the 
new  weir  at  Rornney,  and  when  the  steam  dredger  has 
finished  its  work  in  the  Windsor  weir  stream,  anglers  may 
look  forward  to  some  good  sport  in  this  stretch  of  water, 
which,  I  believe,  is  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  best 
resorts  of  that  the  best  of  sporting  fish,  the  Thames  trout. 
It  may  also  bs  remembered  that  it  was  this  particular 
piece  of  water  that  accounted  for  the  record  take  of 
barbel  taken  by  the  late  Mr.  Wheeldon  and  Dr.  Brownfield 
Bateman,  piloted  by  John  Keene,  some  three  years  since. — 
Cecil  Howlett, 

—  (Henley).— The  recant  rains  have  somewhat 
improved  the  condition  of  the  river.  There  is  now  a  fair 
stream  running,  and  the  water  is  coloured.  It  looks  right 
for  roach  fishing,  but  although  these  fish  have  been  tried 
for  by  a  few  looil  experts  they  will  not  feed.  Only  a  few 
have  been  caught.  A  j  ick  or  two  has  hsen  taken  here  and 
there,  but  on  the  whole  sport  is  still  very  slow,  A  few 
nights'  frost  would  now  bring  the  remaining  leaves  down, 
and  another  downpour  would  clear  them  and  the  decaying 
weeds  off  for  the  winter.  Until  this  takes  place  I  do  not 
think  that  fish  will  be  tiken  in  any  number.  Henley  and 
Sfaiplake  was  again  visited  by  a  number  of  bank  anglers  on 
Oct,  28,  but  only  to  meet  with  disappointment,  very  few 
of  them  taking  any  fish  at  all. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Teddington  Weir).— One  day,  Mr.  P.  May  and 

son,  twenty-six  bream,  three  dozen  fine  roach  (largest  roach 
lib.  5oz.).  Half  day,  Mr.  Alder,  six  good  bream.  Half 
day,  Mr.  Hemingway,  eight  good  bream  up  to  SJlb.  Oae 
day,  Mr.  T.  Bull  and  Mr.  Maitland,  five  bream  and  a  fine 
lot  of  roach.  One  day,  Mr.  Miller,  twelve  fine  bream 
and  four  or  five  dozen  roach,  average  from  6oz.  to  lib. 


The  water  is  now  much  better  for  fishing,  owing  to  the 
ram,  and  people  cuuht  to  now  take  advantage  of  it.  Mr. 
Sinabaldi  and  Mr.  Denniford  hive  had  aho  a  take  of  401b. 
or  oOib.  of  bream  at  the  weir.  S,  McBride,  one  day,  ten 
bream,— W,  Ml  Bridk. 

  (Twicfeinham),  —  Mr,    Turner,  Twickenham 

Piscatorials,  on  Oct.  28,  three  do^en  roach  (largest 
lib.  ijox.) ;  Mr.  Barrow  and  two  friends,  twenty-five  good 
roach  ;  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams,  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  myself,  three 
dozen  dac3,  some  roach  and  perch.  Acton  and  Barmondsey 
Clubs  fished  a  competition  here  on  Oct.  28.  Mr.  Spong 
supplied  eiijht  punts.  Acton  again  fish  on  Nov.  I  (five 
punts).  Mr.  Southwood  and  friend  had  five  pike  and  a 
few  perch.  Mr,  Beivis  and  myself,  on  Siturday,  had  120 
roach  and  dace.  Rain  has  very  much  improved  river. 
Good  sport  is  being  had  all  round,— F,  J.  Ogdkn  S-mith. 
.  (rwickenham). — The  water  is  in  a  good  condi- 
tion with  a  good  colour.  The  fish  hive  been  feeding 
freely  for  the  past  three  days,  and  takes  averaging  from 
181b.  to  201b,  are  being  taken  daily.  My  punts  have  b?en 
very  busy,  and  to-day  (Thursday)  all  are  engaged.  "The 
Acton  Piscatorials  fished  their  competition  on  Oct.  28. 
The  first  batch  fished  with  very  satisfactory  takes. 
Prospects  good — John  Spong, 

Avon  (S^mersetaljire)  and  Tribuiaries,— Now 
that  the  much-needed  rain  has  commenced  to  fall  in 
earnest,  the  anglers  in  this  district  will  take  fresh  heart, 
and  once  more  pick  up  their  almost  forgotten  rods,  I  hear 
of  some  fine  perch  being  caught  in  the  Avon  some  miles 
above  Bath,  the  best  brace  weighing  31b.  6:z,,  or 
l|lb.  and  lib.  lOoz.  respectively  ;  the  lucky  captor  was 
Mr.  J.  Berrjman,  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association. 
Another  fine  specimen  of  the  peich  was  ciptured  on 
Monday,  right  in  the  middle  of  Bath,  in  the  Avon,  at  the 
j  auction  of  the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  with  the  river.  It 
weighed  S^lb.,  and  was  in  splendid  condition.  A  fine  trcut 
was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  G,  Harding,  also  of  the  B.A.A.,  at 
Bithampton,  in  the  Avon,  while  spinning  for  perch  on 
Saturday.  It  weighed  31b.,  and  was,  I  need  hardly  say, 
returned  to  the  water  little  the  worse  for  its  unpleasant 
experiences.  Riin  is  still  falling,  and,  should  the  river 
ris9  and  a  freshet  wash  away  the  dead  leaves  and  half- 
rotten  weeds,  some  good  basket  a  of  roach  may  be  con- 
fidently looked  for,— Spinning  Minnow, 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach,  Cam,).— After 
good  heavy  rains,  time  of  writing  still  very  mild.  River 
in  g5od  trim.  Roach  well  on  with  the  gentle,  had  up  to 
lib.  each;  dace  up  to  9in.  ;  pike,  plenty  had,  largest 
5Ib.  This  size-are  numerous  here,  also  jast  now  giving 
good  sport.  Live  baits  cm  only  be  secured  at  lock- 
keeper's  (Beasly) ;  also  fresh-boiled  whsat  for  roach, 
which  is  useful  on  this  water,— John  0.  Geoege,  Bsche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wrexham  District).— The  pa3t 
week  has  been  very  stormy,  with  a  great  deal  of  rain, 
which  has  improved  the  colour  of  the  livar  somewhat,  but 
the  Broad  remains  very  clear,  and  pike  fishing  on  it  ij 
decidedly  dull.  Out  all  day  to-day  (Oct.  23),  I  could  only 
score  a  couple  of  3-pDunders,  and  the  water  ia  the  river 
being  perfectly  still,  backed  up  by  a  heavy  tide  from  below 
Horning,  roach  would  not  feed  at  all.  Recently  a  gentle- 
man fishing  Mr.  Ellis's  portion  caught  a  good  fish  of  14.1b., 
and  some  smaller  ones  were  also  killed,  but  so  far- piking 
has  not  been  anything  like  it  used  to  be,  but  I  hope  with 
colder  weather  and  more  colour  in  the  water  things  in  this 
direction  will  improve.  In  the  upper  waters  weeds  will 
now  be  getting  down,  and  excellent  roach  fishing  is 
generally  obtained  frjm  Coltishall  upwards  from  November 
to  February.  The  bags  do  not  weigh  by  the  stone  up 
there,  bat  the  roach  caught  are  usually  fine  snecimenB, 
and  not  infreqaently  run  IJlb.  and  21b.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Cornlsli  Streams.— There  is  every  prosoect  of  a 
good  month  yet  for  falmoa  fishing  in  the  Fowej  and 
Camel,  which  do  not  close  until  the  erd  of  November. 
The  past  few  days'  rain  has  brought  up  large  numbers  of 
salmon,  and,  although  falUng  leaves  are  very  hindering  to 
the  fisher,  there  certainly  ought  to  be  good  sport  before 
the  close  of  the  season.  A  few  peal  hive  been  caught, 
but  they  are  river-marked  and  out  of  conditijn. — Bodmin. 

Derwent  (ISIalton,  •,  Torks.).— We  are  (Oct,  29) 
having  a  heavy  flood  down,  even  to  the  overflowing  of  the 
binks.  A  few  salmon  generally  show  up  about  this  time 
below  the  weir  at  Kirkham  Abbey,  and  it  is  much  to  be 
regretted  that  there  is  not  a  salmon  pass.  Stone  was  led 
and  placed  on  the  bank  for  that  purpose  some  yearj  ajo, 
but  ttie  matter  has  been  allowed  to  slide, — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.- The  excessively  wet  time 
that  we  have  lately  had  has  filled  the  above  streams  too 
much  for  sport  to  ensue.  Now,  however,  the  water  is 
getting  in  good  trim  again.  We  hear  of  one  take  of  five 
and  a  half  brace,  on  the  Noibary  length,  with  the  March 
Br  >wn,  above  all  other  flies  ! — D.  and  W.  H.  Fostee. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Toe  water  above  Armithwaite  is 
coming  well  to  the  front  since  the  pass  was  put  in  the  weir, 
and  the  pools  just  below  are  sufEering  in  proportion, 
Salmon  may  show  in  s  rjng  fores  cce  day,  and  are  gone 
by  the  next  day.  On  Oat.  23,  Dr.  Elam  killed  a  fish  221b., 
in  the  Eamont,  and  one  131b.,  on  the  24  :b.  The  same 
day,  Rjbert  Riine  had  one  14lb.,  in  the  Eamott ;  Mr. 
W.  G.  Hallsey,  one  14lb.,  in  the  Corby  water;  Mr. 
Joseph  EUwood,  two,  15lb.  and  17ib,,  at  Beaumont ;  Mr. 
Matthew  Cowan,  one  Clb.  Since  this  date  the  river  has 
been  very  unsettled,  and  only  in  order  occasionally.  On 
the  27th,  Mr.  Howell  landed  a  fish  251b.,  in  the  Warwick 
Hall  water.  On  the  30th,  Mr.  J.  W.  Graham  had  one  at 
Crosby.  River  in  good  order  to-day  (Wedaeeday).— 
SiLVEE  Grey. 

Bsk  (Whitby).— The  pist  week  has  witnessed  some 
grand  sport  on  this  river,  frequent  spates  doing  much  to 
maintain  the  fine  coLclition  in  which  the  v.  a'^.er  has  been 
found.  On  the  higher  waters  some  heavy  fish  have  fallen 
prey  to  the  lure,  consisting  mainly  of  fly  and  prawn.  The 
coming  week  is  the  last  of  the  season,  and,  undoubtedly, 
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the  opportunities  afforded  wUl  be  of  a  superior  description, 
as  the  water  continues  to  run  its  course  in  perfect  trim. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiinatr.  and  Cambi.).— 

Though  the  drains  are  some  whit  below  their  autumn 
level,  the  water  in  them  is  not  stale,  and  does  not  retard 
the  sport  among  the  bottom  fishers.  For  trolling  and 
SDinnine  purposes  they  would  be  far  better  for  a  rise. 
The  colder  nights  we  are  having  are  in  favour  of  the  latter 
spci  b,  though  we  do  hear  of  good  hauls  among  the  pike, 
particularly  from  the  Dunnington  district.  The  other 
day  a  couple  of  anglers  brought  away  upwards  of  401b., 
but  Ihey  were  mostly  small  fish.  Roding  operations  have 
taken  place  in  some  districts,  moderating  the  weed 
nuiaance.  Trolling  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  Welland  ; 
but  roaching  is  the  best.  Some  capital  bags  have  been 
made  on  the  Cambridgeshire  side. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Noirtb  Notts).— Quite  a  change  has 
come  over  the  fishing  of  the  Idle  and  its  kindred  waters. 
For  a  week  or  two  now  this  river  has  yielded  better  than 
for  years  past,  particularly  as  regards  roach.  If  all  takes 
were  like  the  one  of  251b.  shown  me  on  Wednesday,  the 
eight  would  have  been  one  to  make  the  angler's  month 
water.  One  of  the  best  fish  from  this  lot  scaled  lib.  4ioz, , 
but  we  hear  of  roach  being  taken  up  to  Iflb.,  and  takes 
varying  from  101b.  to  281b.  have  been  the  ordinary  run. 
Some  good  pike  have  also  been  landed  from  the  river.  A 
Mexbro'  expert  caught  one  of  101b.  with  live  bait,  and 
others  have  had  good  fish  of  nearly  the  same  weight  from 
near  Haxey.  Prom  the  Ryton  there  has  been  capital 
sport.  At  Blyth,  dace  as  well  as  roach  have  been  to  the 
front.  The  best  dace  here  scaled  12oz.,  and  the  best  roach 
lib.  3oz.— L. 

Kenuet  and  Dunn.— During  the  past  fortnight  few 
rods  have  been  on  these  streams,  and  very  limited  numbers 
of  grayling  have  been  taken.  No  doubt  the  absence  of 
visitors  is  owing  to  the  shortness  of  water,  but  now  we 
have  had  a  good  deal  of  rain  we  may  again  ba  patronised, 
especially  if  we  could  have  frosty  nights  and  sunshiny 
mornings.  The  water  is  in  the  pink  of  condition,  plenty 
of  fish,  and  everything  an  angler  can  desire. — Gnome. 

Iiark  (Barton  Mills  Mildenhall,  Icblingfliam, 
West  Row,  Isleham). — For  the  first  time  tor  two 
months  or  more  I  am  able  to  give  an  encouraging  account 
of  the  pretty  Laik  stream.  The  waters  now  are  high,  a 
good  colour,  weeds  have  gone  down,  and  the  various  swims 
all  fishable.  I  saw  a  nice  lot  of  fifteen  big  roach  taken  on 
Monday  last,  29th,  at  some  swims  just  above  Barton  Mill 
and  Jack  Tree,  I  don't  believe  in  holding  forth  to  the 
angling  community  that  forty  or  fifty  good  roac'a  have 
been  taken  by  a  certain  angler,  when  forty  or  fifty  really 
good  anglers  have  tried  their  best  and  caught  nothing. 
Such  statements,  in  my  opinion,  are  absolute  lies,  and 
misleading,  simply  written  to  suit  the  interest  of  those  that 
write.  We  have  had  some  splendid  rains  during  the  last 
week  or  ten  days,  and  the  waters  have  improved  in  con- 
sequence.— Raven. 

ii€a. — The  Lea  has  been  nicely  freshened  up  by  the  rains, 
but  the  river  is  (Thursday)  still  clear,  and  lacks  a  good 
stream.  The  roach  have  been  oS  again,  and  I  have  no 
good  baskets  to  record.  In  the  upper  waters  a  few  decent 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  have  been  taken,  but  I  have  heard 
of  no  81b.  or  101b.  catches  of  the  former  fish.  The  perch 
caughf  have  run  up  to  ipb.  Perch  anglers  are  again 
being  annoyed  by  small  jack.  A  fine  eel  of  2Jlb.,  and  30in. 
in  length,  has  been  taken  by  a  member  of  the  Woolwich 
Invicta  Club  while  pike  fishing  at  Ware.  From  the  Stort 
and  Beane  no  notable  takes  are  reported,  but  sport  on 
these  and  other  tributaries  should  now  improve  after  the 
rains. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  now  is  in  splendid 
condition.  Three  gentlemen,  Messrs.  H.  Gray,  W. 
Brewer,  and  T.  S.  Moore,  caught  431b.  of  roach,  some  of 
tham  weighing  over  lib.  each.  There  is  every  prospsct  of 
good  sport  now,  and  every  accommodation  at  the  Ram 
Hotel. — I.  EoLPH. 

liUftg  tknd  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
have  been  running  in  good  order  for  angling  for  some  time, 
and  grayling  fishing  has  been  good  in  both  streams,  and 
up  to  Tuesday  good  lots  of  grajling  had  been  landed. 
Heavy  rain  has  been  had  at  intervals,  and  tie  ground  has 
had  a  good  soaking.  The  water  has  begun  to  make  its 
way  into  the  rivers,  and  they  are  now  slowly  rising  and 
changing  colour,  and  getting  out  of  order  for  fly  fishing. 
By  the  end  of  the  week,  as  more  rain  threatens,  they  will 
be  high  ard  coloured,  and  no  fly  fishing  will  ha  done  until 
they  go  d  wn  and  clear  again. — Gwynnb. 

Itugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eln«rBland).— 
Since  last  week's  report  we  Lave  been  visited  by  strong 
winds,  with  heavy  rains  swelling  the  rivers,  with  five  or 
six  inches  of  clouded  water  in  the  Arrow ;  clear  in  the 
Lugg.  Both  rivers  are  now  running  at  full  normal  autumn 
level.  Grayling  have  been  rising  well  some  days.  Flies 
flame  as  last  week.  This  (Wednesday)  evening  the  weather 
appears  very  threatening.  Glass  is  low  and  inclined  to 
fall.    Wind  (warm),  S.W.— R,  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Hoijiw*!!  Perry).— Rain  his  much  improved 
the  col  )ur  of  the  river  here,  some  real  good  roach  having 
been  taken  and  j  ick  up  tc  6ib,  It  ia  now  raining  again, 
and  no  doubt  that  will  further  improve  matters  and  make 
this  week-end  a  bit  more  productive  of  good  sport  than  it 
has  been  lately. — A.  Scaed. 

_  Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Although  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  last  few  days,  yet  the 
water  is  still  remarkably  clear,  and  prospects  have  not 
improved  so  much  as  one  would  suppose.  Very  little, 
indeed,  has  been  done,  or  likely  to  be  done  until  there  is 
more  colour  in  the  water. — C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (  it.  Neots).— The  late  rains  have  piven  the 
water  a  nice  colour,  but  there  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
put  a  stream  into  the  river;  still,  anglers  may,  I  think, 
now  venture  this  way  with  a  fair  expectation  of  sport. 
Several  umall  jack  have  been  taken  during  the  past  few 


days,  but  none,  to  my  knowledge,  over  41b.   Very  few 
anglers  have,  however,  been  out,  and  this  may  probably 
account  for  the  dearth  of  sport. — Wm.  Nash. 
Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — At  the  time  of  writing  the  atmosphere  more 
resembles  a  June  day  than  the  last  day  in  October,  and 
the  standard  roses  are  still  in  fall  bloom,  although  at  the 
end  of  last  week  the  Welsh  hiUa  had  a  coating  of  snow, 
but  which  has  now  entirely  disappeared.  There  were  also 
at  that  time  frequent  and  very  heavy  showers  of  rain, 
from  which  these  streams  have  not  yet  recovered,  but  the 
Tanat  will  again  be  in  good  condition  for  grayling  fishing 
before  the  end  of  this  week,  and  the  Vyrnwy  also  in  a  very 
short  time.  Before  the  last  rise  in  the  waters  some 
excellent  sport  was  had  in  both  these  streams,  especially 
with  grayling,  which  fish,  should  we  have  a  few  frosty 
nights,  will  be  in  the  very  best  possible  condition,  and  are 
very  plentiful  in  this  immediate  neighbourhood.  The 
Severn  will  take  more  time  to  recover  from  the  effects  of 
the  last  rainfall.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had  recently 
in  this  river  with  pike,  one  of  which,  captured  some 
distance  above  the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  weighed  nearly 
201b.— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SuiFolk). — Some  decent  showers  have 
fallen  in  this  district  during  the  last  few  dajs,  and 
although  the  water  is  by  no  means  thick  it  has  still  a  nice 
tinge  of  colour  in  it,  and  fishing  prospects  have  much 
improved.  A  few  anglers  were  out  on  the  28th,  the 
heaviest  bag  of  roach  that  I  have  heard  of  being  51b. ,  and 
some  small  jack  being  taken  uo  to  41b.  each.  Should  the 
present  showery  weather  continue  the  water  should  be  in 
decent  colour  for  the  4th  inst. — W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — Last  week  we  grumbled — wanting  rain.  This 
week  we  have  had  a  small  deluge  in  some  parts,  with 
thunder,  lightning,  and  hail ;  but  much  more  is  needed  for 
agriculturists  and  anglers  to  benefit  land  and  rivers. 
Sport  during  the  week  has  been  meagre.  From  the 
Cuckmere  a  few  roach  and  bream  have  been  captured  at 
Alfriston,  and  from  the  Ouse  a  few  pike ;  the  heaviest 
fish  was  taken  at  Isfield  by  Mr.  Snelgrove,  and  weighed 
71b.  l^oz.  Some  smaller  fish  have  been  ciught  at  Bar- 
combe,  live  baiting.  The  Rother  has  not  yielded  well.  A 
pike  of  41b.  loz.  was  taken,  with  paternoster  and  gudgeon 
as  bait,  and  a  few  smaller  fish,  which  were  returned  to 
the  water,  a  parch  of  lib.  3oz.,  and  roach  of  14oz.  No 
takes  worth  notice  are  notified  from  the  Adur  and  at 
Chichester  Canal,  which  is  in  good  order  bar  weeds.  The 
heaviest  bream  weighed  21b.  loz.  Several  up  to  lib., 
and  a  host  of  small  fry.  A  pike  of  31b.  was  caught  on 
gentles  while  bream  fishing.  Flatfish  and  a  few  small 
bass  are  notified  from  the  harbours.  The  larger  bass  are 
not  much  in  evidence. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iindlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  up  to  Monday  was  in 
good  order  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
very  changeable,  and  heavy  falls  of  rain  have  been  had, 
especially  during  the  night,  and  the  river  is  now  beginning 
to  rise,  and  there  is  a  stain  on  it.  By  the  end  of  the  week 
it  will  ba  high  and  coloured,  and  out  of  order  for  all 
fishing,  as  more  rain  threatens.  Angling  has  been  very 
quiet,  scarcely  a  rod  out  since  Monday,  and  fly  fishing  has 
been  at  a  standstill.  At  the  end  of  last  week  a  few  anglers 
were  out,  and  tried  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect, 
Whirling  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  and  Hare's  Bar,  and  a  few 
nice  grayling  were  landed,  but  no  good  lots.  Bottom 
fishers  with  worm  and  maggot  have  taken  eels,  roach,  dace, 
and  chub.  At  the  fish  traps  some  eels  have  been  caught. 
The  outlook  for  next  week  is  bad.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  high  and  muddy,  and 
angling  in  them  is  at  a  standstill  for  the  present.- S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  stained,  and  is  colouring,  and  getting  out  of  order 
for  angling.  The  water  has  been  clear  and  in  capital 
fishing  order  up  till  Sunday,  when  the  very  heavy  falls  of 
rain  that  have  visited  this  part  of  late  began  to  cause  the 
river  to  change  colour.  The  weather  is  now  very  un- 
settled, and  more  rain  threatens,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  the  water  being  high  and  muddy  by  Saturday. 
Angling  has  been  very  quiet  of  late  ;  a  few  fieh  were  taken 
at  the  end  of  last  week,  but  little  will  be  done  for  some 
time  until  the  water  clears. — Worcester. 

Wltham,  fto.  (Mld-Isinoolnsnir«).— In  the  drains 
about  Boston  the  best  catches  have  come  from  the  Mount 
Pleasant  section,  notably  from  the  reaches  between  Ftith 
Ville  and  Bunker's  Hill,  and  a  few  good  takes  have  been 
made  about  Cowbridge,  iDut  other  swims  have  yielded  only 
moderately  of  roach.  Spinning  for  pike  has  been  fairly 
remunerative,  and  a  few  good  fish  have  been  caught  about 
Mount  Pleaeant  village.  The  stoppage  of  the  week-end 
excursions  has  decreased  the  number  of  visitors  to  the 
Witham.  Reports  from  the  lower  lengths  are  very  poor. 
What  is  wanted  is  a  good  rise  for  the  roach  anfilers. 
Except  that  pike  feed  fairly  well,  the  waters  would  be 
scarcely  worth  a  visit.  Some  capital  fish  of  this  class 
have  been  brought  to  bank,  especially  about  Bardney.  A 
Lincoln  angler  got  one  of  91b. ;  another  had  a  brace  and 
a  half  of  nice  fish,  and  other  anglers  have  taken  sizable 
pike  in  the  same  locality.  A  good  fish  was  also  got  from 
the  top  pond,  as  the  middle  swims  are  often  called.— 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Dexwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weither 
during  the  greater  pirt  of  the  past  week  has  interfered 
with_  angling,  especially  fly  fishing,  rain  having  fallen 
heavily  on  most  days,  so  that  bottom  fishing  has  been  the 
only  mode  of  obtaining  a  few  grayling,  and,  as  this  kind  of 
fishing  is  allowed  only  on  a  limited  portion  of  the 
Derwent,  the  few  fishermen  who  have  been  out  have 
only  taken  a  brace  or  two  each.  The  weather  still  con- 
tinues close  and  muggy.  A  sharp  frost  or  two  is  what  is 
wanted  to  improve  grayling  fishing  all  round.  It  will  be 
several  days  before  th^ge  rivers  will  be  in  order  with  the 


fly.  Useful  flies :  Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash 
Dun,  Grey  Quill,  Red  Tag,  Little  Chap,  and  Black  Gnat. 
— Dotterel. 

Tore,  SwaTe,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oubb, 
&C.  (Yorkshire).— The  violent  storm  of  Friday  and 
Saturday  which  raged  along  the  north-east  coast,  and  did 
considerable  damage,  did  not  reach  far  inland ;  the  weather 
was,  however,  boisterous  enough  over  all  the  Wensleydale. 
Wharfedale,  Nidderdale,  and  Hambledon  Hills  were  all 
covered  with  snow,  and  at  night  the  frost  was  that  severe, 
that  the  ponds  on  the  moors  were  icebound.   All  our 
streams  have,  of  course,  been  flooded  more  or  less,  and  since 
Friday  sport  has  been  very  uncertain.    On  that  day  I  got 
some  tine  grayling  with  the  Green  Insect  and  Red  Tag  in  the 
Upper  Yore.    Since  then  we  have  had  various  samples  of 
weather— more  bad  than  good— and  the  high  state  of  the 
river  has  been  against  grayling  and  pike  fishing,  and 
little  has  been  done.    Prospects  for  next  week  are, 
however,  good,  all  that  is  required  being  favourable 
weather.    The   Swale   has  been   out   of  order,  and 
few  fish  have  been  taken  for  some  days  past.  Mr. 
William  Franks  has  been  out  with  the  fly  for  two  or 
three  days,  and  he  has  been  most  persistent  in  trying  to 
do  business  amongst  the  grayling  ;  but  his  panniers  have 
not  proved  heavy,  neither  has  his  catch  been  extensive. 
Certainly  he  has  got  a  few  brace,  but  the  largest  and 
heaviest  fish  could  not  be  enticed  either  by  the  Olive  Dun, 
fiehed  dry,  or  with  a  dark  coloured  fly  "  bussed  "  very 
much  like  a  Blue  Dun,  but  with  a  tinsel  dressing  on  its 
body.   The  pike  fishers,  too,  cam  plain  of  the  tcarcity  of 
sport.    On  Thursday  Mr.  Nicholas  Smithson  started  off 
at  Leeming  Lock,  and  landed  two  small  jick  and  a  pike 
weighing  about  3Jlb.  before  he  got  to  Laeming  Bridge. 
After  that,  although  he  fished  down  past  Grunescar  to 
the  Swal9,  and  up  that  stream  to  Marton  Bridge,  he  never 
got  another  run,  although  he  saw  plenty  about.    He  met 
Sergt.  Robson,  of  Leeming,  who  had  taken  five  very 
fine  specimens  of   roach  at  Grunescar  with  the  aid 
of  email  oockspur  worms.    Other  two  Northallerton 
amateurs    journeyed    to    Danby   Wiske    on  Thurs- 
day, and  fished  the  Wiske  from  the  biiclgj  up  to 
Ycfforth  Bridge.    One  of  them  hooked  with  live  bait, 
and  landed  a  jack  of  about  31b.  weight ;  but  the  other 
gentleman  never  had  a  run  at  all.    The  floods  of  Friday 
and   Saturday  put  the  complete  stopper  on  angling 
either  in  the  Wiske,  the  Swale,  or  Bedale  Beck.  In 
fact,  at  the  Black  Ox  Angling  Club's  annual  competition 
for  their  cup  it  was  stated  that,  out  of  close  upon  a  score 
of  competitors,  only  one  angler  was  lucky  enough  to  catch 
a  fine  dace,  and  this  won  him  the  cup.    He  is  an  old 
veteran  angler  named  William  Slinger,  who  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  club,  and  who  has  been  one  of  its 
most  active  promoters.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  Slinger's 
success  in  keeping  the  cup  at  home  is  very  popular. 
The  members  of  the  York  Melbourne  Society  had  a 
supper  and  smoking  concert  at  their  headquarters  on 
Saturday  night.    The  affair  was  a  huge  success.  During 
the  concert  the  members  took  the  opportunity  to  present 
their  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  R.  Lees  Mason)  with  a  testi- 
monial on  his  mairiage.     The  chairman,  in  present- 
ing the  testimonial,  spoke  of  the  services  rendered  to 
the   society  by  Mr.  Mason.    Mr.    Mason  replied  in 
suitable  terms.    On  the  same  evening  the  members  of 
Terry's  (York)  Angling  Club  held  their  annual  supper. 
The  Messrs.  Terry  take  great  interest  in  everything  likely 
to  conduce  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  their  employees, 
and,  after  Mr.  S.  S.  Terry  had  given  the  toast,  "  Success 
to  the  Angling  Club,"  Mr.  Mufgrave,  on  behalf  of  the 
members,  presented  Mr.  S.  S.  Terry  with  an  excellent 
photograph  of  the  members  of  the  angling  club  in 
recognition  of  the  keen  interest  taken  by  him  in  the 
organisation.    Mr.  S.  S.  Terry,  in  acknowledging  the 
compliment,  assured  them  that  it  always  gave- him  great 
pleasure  to  be  connected  with  the  club.    He  then  pre- 
sented prizes  to  the  successful  anglers  as  follows :  Ist, 
coppar  kettle  and  stand,  Mr.  J.  Pratt ;  2nd,  timepiece, 
Mr.  J.  Hall;  3rd,  duplex  lamp,  Mr.  Bristow;  4th,  tea 
service,  Mr.  T.  Musgrave ;  5th,  electro-plated  teapot, 
Mr.  A.  Ferrand  ;  6th,  fishing  rod,  Mr.  G.  Learman ;  7th, 
fishing  basket,  Mr.  W.  Milaer;  8;h,  landing  net,  Mr.  T. 
Mossop.   A  timepiece  was  presented  to  Mr.  J.  Petty 
in    acknowledgment    of    his    services    as  chairman. 
Owing  to  the  heavy  rains  of  Friday  and  Saturday  last  the 
Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  and  Ouse  are  bank-full,  and  sport 
hag  been  poor,  but  should  the  weather  take  up,  grayling 
fishing  will  improve.    Since  the  rain  the  few  anglers  out 
on  the  Ilkley  and  Otley  lengths  of  the  Wharfe  have  only 
had  moderate  sport.    On  the  lower  reaches  at  Tadcigter 
some  fair  baskets  of  coarse  fish,  principally  perch,  roach, 
and  ddoe,  have  been  caught  with  the  worm  and  maggot. 
The  Ouse  is  now  running  very  thick.  Last  week-end  a  tew 
York  and  Leeds  anglers  visited  Nabarn  and  Acaster,  and 
with  the  maggot  some  fine  roach  were  caught,  Messrs. 
Hemiway  and  Barns  having  a  very  good  basket  of  roach 
weighing  close  upon  201b.    Mr.  Gannee,  on  Friday, 
secured  8|ib.  of   roach  with  maggot.    The  Yore,  at 
Ripon,  was  in  fair  condition,  a  few  anglers  having 
been  seen  out.    Mr.  T.  Daniels  had  very  fair  sport 
for  an  hour  with  the  fly  on  Tuesday.    On  Monday, 
Messrs.  Suttle  and  Taylor  had  very  nice  sport  amongst 
the  grayling.    Mr.  Suttle  sacured  eighteen  tine  fish  with 
fly  and  with  brandling  worm  ;  Mr.  Taylor  basketed  twelva 
fish  ;  Major  Powell  also  caught  a  nice  basket  of  grayling. 
But  now  the  rain  from  the  hills  has  caused  the  river  to 
overflow  its  banks  in  various  places.    The  Nidd  still 
remains  in  very  wretched  condition,  and  the  recent  rains 
will  not  have  improved  matters.   During  last  week  a  fine 
pike  was  secured  on  very  tine  gut  whilst  bottom  fishing  at 
Kirkhammerton,    itj  weighing   8|lb.      The  Derivent, 
Lower  Rye,  and  on  the  Upper  Derwent  some  capital  roach 
have  been  taken.    Hornsea  Mere  has  been  visited  by  one 
or  two  anglers  on  Saturday,  but  the  water  was  rather 
muddy,  therefore  sport  has  ruled  very  bad,  and  will  not 
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improve  until  fine  weather  sets  in.  Should  the  water  fine 
down  before  the  week-end,  the  beat  flies  to  ensure  good 
snort  are  Miller's  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Blue  Hawk,  Bradshaw 
Fancy,  and  Green  Insect.  James  Blades,  the  well-known 
Wensleydale  professional,  writes  me  that  "  in  spite  of  the 
very  heavy  waters  which  have  prevailed  daily,  he  and  other 
anglers  have  had  good  sport  with  the  grayling  in  the 
Yore  at  Hawes,  taking  regularly  from  four  to  six  brace  of 
fine  fish.  The  trout  have  already  got  on  the  spawning 
beds."— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  fishing  season  closed 
on  these  rivers  on  Thursday  last.  .  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
David  Murray,  Canonbie,  caught  a  salmon  in  the  Willow 
Pool  weighing  241b.;  Mr.  Thos.  Jamieson,  Langholm, 
caught  a  small  fish  in  the  Double  water.  Fishing  in 
Cauldron  Pool,  Mr.  Bnricks  landed  a  small  fish  close  on 
101b. ;  Mr.  Reid  Arthurst  landed  a  salmon  weighing  201b. ; 
Mr.  James  Davidson  caught  a  salmon  weighing  251b.  in 
the  Double  water;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Headon  had  a  salmon 
weighing  lOJlb.  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved 
water;  Mr.  A.  Thompson  caught  a  small  fiah  below 
Skipper's  Fridge;  Mr.  Musgrove,  Longtown,  landed  a 
email  salmon  near  the  bridge.  Visitors  staying  at  the 
Metal  Bridge  Hotel  have  had  an  odd  salmon  occisionally, 
and  several  anglers  from  Carlisle  did  fairly  well  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lyne  Foot.  Messrs.  Carrnthers  and  Johnson, 
LoEgtown,  have  had  an  odd  salmon  or  two  below  Bridge. 
Fishing  at  Liddle  Foot,  Mr.  S.  McKune  landed  a  splendid 
fish,  weighing  2olb,,  in  the  Damfoot  Pool.  Mr.  J.  Walker 
caught  a  small  salmon  in  the  uppar  reaches  ;  Mr.  Beattie 
had  one  below  the  village  of  Copshaw ;  and  Messrs. 
Murray,  Crozier,  and  Foster  have  also  been  fairly  success- 
ful in  the  upper  waters.  Messrs.  Graham  and  Steel, 
Canonbie,  have  taken  a  few  fish  above  Liddle-foot,  and 
Mr.  D.  Calvert  had  a  small  salmon  below  the  Inch  Pool. 
Mr.  T.  Herbert  caught  a  salmon,  weighing  121b.,  near  the 
viaduct  close  to  Ridding's  Junction.  In  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Esk  Mr.  Gray,  Tanlaw  Hill,  had  two  salmon, 
weighing  121b.  and  151b.  Mr.  John  Wylie,  Canonbie, 
caught  a  fine  salmon,  weighing  181b.,  within  hail  of  the 
Cross  Keys  Hotel.  Mr.  Pringle  has  been  successful  in  the 
Canonbie  water,  his  last  catch  weighing  201b.,  while  Dr. 
Burrell,  who  was  quartered  at  the  Cross  Keys,  Canonbie, 
caught  a  couple  of  salmon  in  the  Double  water  at  a  fishing. 
Mr.  Yates  had  a  fish,weighing  161b.,  in  the  Cauldron  Pool 
and  a  small  salmon  in  the  Willow  Pool.  The  Langholm 
Lodge  party  did  well  last  week  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
reserved  water,  and  were  particularly  successful  in  the 
Island  Pool  close  to  Irvine  House.  Mr.  A.  Porteous, 
Canonbie,  landed  a  fish  of  151b,  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Liddle.— GiLNOCKiE. 

Deverou  (Banffshire).— Rain,  which  continues  to 
fall  heavily  at  intervals,  has  kept  this  river  flooded  and  in 
an  unsettled  condition,  so  that  anglers  have  enjoyed  but 
indifferent  sport  during  the  past  week,  although  fish  are 
numerous  in  mostly  all  the  sections  of  the  river.  On  the 
Eden  section,  on  the  22nd,  three  fish  were  killed,  weighing 
91b.,  101b.,  and  171b. ;  on  the  23rd,  one  fish  of  231b. ;  and 
on  the  25th,  another  of  171b.  On  the  Duff  House  water, 
on  the  25th,  a  fish  of  121b.  was  grassed.  On  the  Huntly 
water,  on  the  25th,  three  fish  were  caught,  of  161b.,  12 Jib., 
and  51b.  respectively ;  and  on  the  22nd,  a  fine  fish  of  231b. 
Some  fair-sized  yellow  and  sea  trout  have  also  been  got 
lately  on  the  river.  On  Tuesday,  although  frost  was 
pretty  keen,  during  the  day  the  weather  somewhat  (jleared, 
and  at  times  the  sun  shone  brilliantly.  The  water  is 
rather  discoloured  by  the  heavy  rainfall,  but,  notwith- 
standing, a  good  many  fish  may  yet  fall  before  the  season 
closes  on  Wednesday. — H.  W. 

North-East  of  Scotland.  —  Close  of  Season.— 
The  angling  season  of  Dee,  Don,  and  bulk  of  Scotch  waters 
closed  on  Wednesday.  All  over  it  has  been  a  fair  season, 
and  would  have  been  much  better  had  4here  been  less  rain 
and  steadier  waters.  Fish  were  plentiful  from  the  middle 
of  September  on  to  the  end,  but  would  not  settle  in  the 
pools.  On  the  Mar  Lodge  waters  H.R.H.  the  Duchess 
of  Fife  has  had  one  of  the  best  seasons  yet  in  these  parti. 
The  weather  in  September  was  more  favourable  than  in 
October,  and  latterly  the  Duchess  has  not  been  so  often  on 
the  water  on  this  account  as  would  otherwise  have  been 
the  case.  Altogether  she  has  creeled  over  fifty 
fish,  the  heaviest  being  close  on  201b.  Of  the 
other  lady  anglers  on  the  Dee,  Miss  Wilson,  Glen- 
tana;  Mrs.  and  Miss  Pickering,  Kincardine  Lodge; 
Mrs.  Boosey,  Carlogie ;  Mies  Fortescue,  Kingcausie  ;  have 
all  had  a  fair  season.  On  the  Altries  water,  during  the 
closing  days.  Sir  Richard  Nicolson  creeled  four,  heaviest 
181b. ;  Major  Eastwood,  on  Drum,  one  or  two  ;  and  Mr. 
John  Hardy,  on  the  Knappoch,  one  of  221b. ;  Dr.  Ruther- 
ford, one  of  161b. ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch,  two,  of  181b. 
and  21ilb.  On  the  Cairnton  water,  Mr.  T.  Turner 
Parley  and  Lord  Penrhyn  creeled  one  or  two 
every  day;  and  Mr.  Rivere,  on  the  Inchmarlo,  a  fairly 
good  season.  On  the  Durris  section  sport  has  been  very 
flat  towards  the  close,  and  the  same  experience  has  been 
the  case  on  more  than  one  section,  anglers  leaving  before 
the  finish,  which  is  quite  an  unusual  thing  in  any- 
thing like  a  fairly  good  season.  A  splendid  stock 
of  brood  fish  are  now  pushing  towards  the  head  waters, 
aad  an  excellent  spawning  seaaon  is  anticipated.  The 
Don  has  been  literally  swarming  with  fish  from  the 
time  the  nets  came  off,  and  as  far  as  the  back-end  season 
IS  concerned  it  has  been  the  best  experienced  for  the  past 
twelve  or  fourteen  years.  The  Earl  and  Countess  of 
Suffolk  have  had  an  excellent  season  on  the  Grandholm 
water,  creeling, on  an  average  from  a  dozen  to  fourteen  fish 
daily,  and  many  of  them  weighed  up  to  281b.  On  the 
same  water  Professor  Cash  has  never  had  a  blank  day. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  P.  Milne,  with  the  professor's  rod, 
creeled  a  fine  fish  of  221b.  [at  an  off  oast.   On  the  Fintry 
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House  water  Lord  and  Lady  Playfair  had  a  fairly  good 
time  of  it,  sometimes  laving  three  and  four  daily. 
On  the  Burgh  Kintore  waters  splendid  'sport  has 
been  bad,  and  during  the  closing  days  Laing  had 
four,  heaviest  28Ib. ;  Rev.  J.  C.  Robertson,  creeled 
a  beauty  of  231b.  ;  while  Mr.  Grant  had  one  of 
23Jlb.  Splendid  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Inverurie 
Kemnay  waters  and  as  far  up  as  the  Bridge  of  Mossat, 
where  Dr.  McDonald  landed  a  beauty  of  2l|lb.  and  Ken- 
nedy another  of  151b.  on  Saturday — a  feat  which  has  not 
been  performed  on  this  part  of  the  river  for  ten  years 
back,  but  which  was  an  every  day  occurrence  in  the 
former  history  of  the  Don  before  the  pollution  fiend  had 
spoiled  its  waters.  A  fair  season  has  been  had  on  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie,  but  nothing  to  boast  of  compared  with 
some  former  years,  although  a  long  way  in 
advance  of  last  year.  And  this  is  the  general 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters. 
The  closing  day  has  been  characteristic  of  the  season  as  a 
whole.  It  opened  bright  and  clear,  giving  promise  of  a 
fine  day  ;  but  by  noon  it  was  seen  that  these  hopes  were 
false,  and  the  closing  casts  were  made  in  a  drizzling  rain, 
adding  little  to  the  bags  of  the  season,  which  were  practi- 
cally completed  on  Tuesday  night. — G.  M, 

Eontli  of  Scotland.  —  The  rivers  in  the  Border 
district  have  not  yielded  much  sport  during  the  past  week, 
and  one  or  two  have  proved  much  of  a  failure.  With  the 
angling  season  drawing  fast  to  a  close,  anglers  have  been 
much  disappointed  at  the  scarcity  of  fish  ascending  from 
the  Solway  during  the  pist  six  weeks.  Many  experienced 
salmon  fishers  have  not  had  a  single  fish  this  autumn ;  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  a  number  of  keen  hands  have  not  had  a 
salmon  for  three  seasons.  This  remark  applies  more  par- 
ticularly  to  the  Annan,  where  autumn  salmon  ufed  to  be 
plentiful  in  October  some  years  ago.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  fish  are  growing  more  scarce  every  year  in  this 
district.  Rod  fishing  in  some  of  the  reaches  of  the  district 
streams  has  not  been  worth  the  candle  for  several 
years  past.  A  number  of  the  rivers  close  their 
angling  to-day  (Wednesday),  while  others  hang  on  until 
Nov.  15.  The  following  is  a  note  of  what  has  been  done 
since  last  week  in  the  rivers  embraced  by  this  report : 
The  Annan.— The  pools  are  pretty  low,  though  in  fair 
order  for  a  small  salmon  fly  and  fine  tickle.  In  the 
Hoddom  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Peter  Thorburn,  station- 
master  at  Kirtlebridge,  killed  a  nice  fish  of  171b.  in  the 
Churchyard  Pool.  It  was  taken  with  Brown  Turkey  fly. 
This  is  the  best  all-round  fly  on  the  Border  rivers.  Mr. 
Brook's  keepers  and  several  other  rods  have  fished  the 
Hoddom  Castle  waters  pretty  diligently  this  week  with 
disappointing  results.  Mr.  James  Bell-Irving,  Whitehill, 
was  reported  to  have  killed  a  fine  fish  of  251b.  last  week  in 
the  middle  portion.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks,  of  London, 
fishing  the  Brewery  water  the  other  day,  killed  six  splendid 
herling,  all  fresh  run  from  the  sea.  These  fish  were 
reported  to  be  as  fine  as  those  caught  in  July.  The  six  fish 
weighed  31b.  less  Icz.  They  were  taken  with  small  fly 
during  the  afternoon.  Another  rod  had  one  or  two  with 
fly.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  a  failure  this  week  in  the 
Mount  Annan  private  water.  The  Dumfries  Nith. — 
This  river  has  been  mostly  a  failure  so  far  as  the  autumn 
salmon  fishing  is  concerned.  In  a  number  of  the  reaches 
no  fish  have  been  seen  to  move  for  over  a  fortnight.  The 
lower  waters  have  given  no  sport  this  back-end.  In  one 
or  two  of  the  private  reaches  an  odd  salmon  or  two  have 
been  killed  with  fly  and  minnow.  The  pools  are  now  too 
low,  and  the  waters  very  clear  in  the  upper  portions  for 
the  salmon  fly.  Nothing  is  reported  this  week  from  the 
Mid-Nithsdale  portion,  as  also  the  Sanquhar  waters.  The 
rod  fishing  on  the  Nith  and  tributaries  does  not  expire 
until  Nov,  15.  _  The  Galloway  Rivers.— Angling  on 
the  Galloway  rivers  has  been  vspry  disappointing  this 
autumn,  and  few  salmon  have  been  caught  by  anglers. 
The  season  expires  on  Oct.  31  (Wednesday).  Ayrshire 
Rivers. — No  sport  is  reported  from  the  rivers  of  this  part 
of  the  country  this  week.  Anglers  have  had  a  poor  time  of 
it  for  several  weeks.  Rod  fishing  ends  to-day  (Slst)  on  the 
Ayr  and_ other  district  waters.  The  Solway  Derwent, 
— This  river  has  fallen  considerably  during  the  past  week, 
though  a  few  of  the  pools  are  in  fair  order  for  small  fly 
and  fine  tackle,  A  number  of  fine  salmon  have  been 
caught  here  and  there,  but  several  of  the  reaches  have  not 
fished  well.  Mr.  Wavington  Baden-Powell,  a  brother  of 
the  gallant  Major-Gen,  Baden-Powell,  has  been  fishing 
the  Derwent,  but  has  been  unsuocessfnl.  Among  those 
who  landed  fish  during  the  past  week  mention  mav  be 
made  of  Mr,  Thos,  Rook,  fishing-tackle  dealer,  Cocker- 
mouth,  who  killed  two,  of  27Ib.  and  18lb.  ;  Mr.  R.  Hewitt 
took  one  of  161b. ;  Mr.  J.  Soulsby  landed  one  of  221b. ; 
Mr,  J.  Grave,  Cockermouth,  took  one  of  141b. ;  Mr.  Sander- 
son, Chapel  Brow,  had  a  good  fish  of  251b. ;  Mr,  J.  W. 
Herbert,  Little  Broughton,  had  two  last  week  of  ISIb. 
and  161b. ;  Col.  Green-Thomson,  and  one  or  two  others, 
had  one  each. _  Two  salmon  were  caught  at  Castle  Green. 
In  the  Workington  _  portion  of  the  Derwent  no  salmon 
have  been  landed  this  week.  Anglers  are  of  opinion  that 
very  few  fish  are  entering  the  river  at  present.  Even  in 
the  portion  below  Bassenthwaite  the  salmon  are  not 
numerous ;  but  Keswick  anglers  are  reported  to  have 
enjoyed  fair  sport  in  the  river  between  the  likes. 
It  seems  that  Bassenthwaite  and  Derwentwater  have 
a  fair  stock  of  salmon.  Mr.  Proud  killed  a  fish  of  ISJlb. 
in  Sir  W.  Lawson's  portion  at  Isel,  and  Mr.  Hewson 
took  a  large  one  of  361b.  and  Mr.  McGlasson  had  a  couple. 
One  of  the  Castle  keepers  caught  two  out  of  the  Rough 
Dub.  _  Mr.  J.  W.  Herbert  landed  two  at  Broughton 
weighing  about  161b.  each.  On  the  Cannerton  portion 
Mr.  G.  Smith  killed  one  of  191b. ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Fawcatt, 
tvfo,  of  15Jlb.  and  6Jlb.  Several  small  fish  of  about  71b. 
were  taken  here  and  there.  To-day  the  weather  was  dull, 
but  fish  were  not  rising.— Heatherbell, 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams.— 
Since  my  last  notes  we.  have  had  a  considerable  rainfall, 
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and  in  consequence,  therefore,  the  main  rivers  were  up 
some  3ft.  to  4ft.  on  Saturday.  Since  then,  however,  they 
have  gradually  fined  down,  and  some  fairly  good  salmon 
angling  has  been  had  since.  1  understand  that  on  upper 
Floors  Castle  water,  Mr.  Ley,  since  Wednesday  last,  has 
killed  a  dozen  fish  ;  and  on  the  lower  water.  His  Grace  the 
Doke  of  Roxburghe  has  had  about  the  same  number.  On 
the  Ednam  House  water  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  A.  L.  Wood, 
London,  had  a  beautiful  clean-run  fish  of  17lb.  weight. 
This  was  the  young  gentleman's  first  salmon  on  Tweed, 
and  was  caught  on  the  Junction  cast  towards  dusk.  On 
the  Hendersyde,  Rutherford,  Sprouston,  and  Makerstoun 
waters,  good  sport  has  also  been  had,  but  no  definite 
details  are  yet  to  hand  from  these  quarters.  On  the 
Teviot,  Mr,  Richard  Ormston,  Kelso,  has  had  a  171b, 
salmon  ;  and  Mr,  James  Chisholm,  one  of  221b.  Several 
baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  killed,  but  these  fish  are 
now  past  their  best,  and  onght  not  to  be  killed  at  all  till 
springtime  again, — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Black  water  (Benburb^  Count/  Tyrone).  — The 

season  came  to  a  close  on  the  Blackwater  on  Wednesday, 
with  the  river  high  in  flood  and  out  of  order.  Angling 
was  impracticable  from  the  previous  week,  from  the  thick 
state  of  the  water.  This  was  a  great  pity,  as  the  river  is 
full  of  salmon  just  now.  From  the  15th  to  the  23rd  Mr. 
John  Mills  killed  ten  salmon,  161b.,  141b.,  111b.,  111b., 
101b.,  101b.,  91b.,  81b.,  7§lb  ,and  71b.  respectively;  Colonel 
Gorges  killed  six  fish,  161b.,  101b.,  OJIb.,  9jlb.,  8Jlb.,  and 
51b.,  and  another  angler  had  three  salmon  from  141b. 
down,  Mr,  Mills,  who  killed  four  of  his  fish  in  one  day, 
lost  a  fine  20-pounder,  which  smashed  the  hook.  Not  for 
years  has  there  been  such  a  lot  of  salmon  in  this  river.— 
J,  A.  B. 

County  Down  Rivers,  —  On  Wednesday  last  the 
season  closed  on  the  (I'aoile,  Moneycaragh,  Ballyshannon, 
Burren,  Shimna,  Annalong,  Kilkeel,  Glenree,  and  Fane. 
For  a  week  previously  these  rivers  were  out  of  order  for 
trouting.  The  Shimna,  Qaoile,  Moneycaragh,  and  Fane 
are  well  stocked  with  white  trout,  and  in  the  early  part  of 
October  respectable  fishing  was  obtained. -r-J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Neagrh. — Pollen  fishing  terminated  on  Lough 
Neagh  on  Oct.  31— at  least,  legally  it  terminated,  for  the 
fishers  will  continue  to  rake  the  lough  for  salmon,  trout, 
and  pollen  at  every  opportunity  so  long  as  they  get 
English  and  Scotch  fishmongers  to  purchase  the  plunder. 
The_  pollen  fishing  was,  on  the  whole,  fair ;  the  salmon 
netting  period  was  a  failure,  but  some  good  takes  of  trout 
were  made,  including  specimens  up  to  151b,  Pike  and 
perch,  and  bream  netting  continues.  Recently  no  large 
pike  have  been  taken. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Ma^o). — Sea  trout  fishing  closed  here  on  Oct.  31.  Mr. 
Tod  and  friend  had  fifty-one  in  three  days,  largest  3Jlb, 
The  loughs  are  in  good  trim  now  for  pike  fishing.  Some 
good  free  shooting  also. — Pat  Hearns. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).— A  bad 
finish  up  to  a  very  bad  season.  We  thought  sport  in 
August  wretched,  but  September  was  worse,  and  Oc-ober 
a  signal  failure.  The  angling  season  for  salmon  and  trout 
closes  to-day  (Wednesday,  Oct.  31),  and  as  all  of  the 
tributary  rivers  about  here  are  pretty  high,  the  fish  wiU 
be  running  up  every  hour,  only  to  be  slaughtered  by  the 
poachers,  as  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators  have  not 
yet  told  off  a  single  bailiff  to  watch  those  important 
streams.  But  this  is  nothing  new  in  the  Killaloe  district, 
as  for  the  last  five  or  six  years  the  bailiffs  were  not 
employed  until  almost  all  the  breeding  fish — salmon  and 
trout — were  scoopsd  off  the  spawning  beds.  What  a 
disgraceful  state  of  things  ! — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— Wednesday  night.— The 
season  1900  closed  this  evening,  and  though  it  might  have 
been  a  better,  yet,  on  the  whole,  it  was  not  so  bad  as  was 
expected.  During  the  past  week  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  on 
Doonass,  24th,  one  salmon,  191b. ;  26:h,  one  peal,  6|lb. ; 
27th,  one  salmon,  211b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  C,  Vanaittar ; 
made  a  good  finish  to  the  season  by  killing  to-day  a  4U- 
pound  salmon.  On  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham's  Castle  Fishery 
the  men  killed,  29th,  one  sa-lmon,  81b.  On  this  water 
also  Major  Whitaker  killed,  30th,  one  salmon,  20ib.,  and 
two  peal,  61b.  and  71b.— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  open  season  is  over  in  Tyrone, 
and  there  will  be  no  trout  fishing  sooner  than  March, 
when  it  recommences  on  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  &c. 
Just  now  the  rivers  are  very  high,  and  plenty  of  salmon 
are  ascending  to  the  spawning  grounds. — J.  A,  B, 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Bad  weather  has  spoiled  sport.  Up 
to  the  break  fine  sport  was  had  at  all  fish  usually,  especi- 
ally pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballyotton. — Sport  has  been  generally  of  a  good 
description  since  last  report  in  all  departments,  but  is 
practically  at  a  standstill  at  time  of  writing,  owing  to 
adverse  winds  and  a  rough  sea.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — Owing  to  strong  winds  and  a  high  sea, 
angling  has  been  practically  suspended  for  the  past  few 
days.  The  outlook  for  the  coming  weak  is  rather  gloomy, 
as  the  weather  at  time  of  writing,  though  better,  is  siill 
very  unsettled. — T.  J.  D. 

Bnrnham-on-Cronch.— About  a  score  of  rod  anglsrs 
were  down  here  on  the  28th,  but  they  caught  very  tew 
fish,  as  they  lost  the  best  of  the  tide  for  fishing.  We 
should  like  to  see  the  G.E.R.  run  an  earlier  train  down 
here  on  Sundays.  The  first  train  should  arrive  here  at 
11.17  a.m.,  but  it  is  often  nearer  twelve  when  she  draws 
into  the  station.  That  makes  it  nearly  1  p.m.  before 
fishing  operations  commenca.  But  those  who  took  my 
tip  and  came  down  overnight  had  the  best  of  the  tides, 
both  ebb  and  flood,  and  haxl  a  good  take  of  fish.  I  wish 
again  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette— those  who  think  of  coining  here  to  fieh— <• 
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that  the  last  two  and  a  half  hotira  of  the  ebb  and  firat 
two  and  a  half  houra  of  the  flood  tides  are  the  best 
to  catoh  fish  in  this  river.  On  the  30th  Mr.  Grammer,  of 
the  Sliver  Trout  Angling  Society,  and  self,  out  with 
Cooper  m  the  Volunteer,  in  two  hours  of  the  fl3od  tide 
Oiught  eighty-seven  very  good  whiting  pouts  and  flit  fish. 
On  the  Slst,  with  the  same  fisherman  aad  boat,  Mr.  Parker 
(Railway  Hotel),  Mr.  H.  Sivill,  and  self  on  the  ebb  and 
flood  tides  caught  163  very  large  whiting  and  flatfish,  and 
about  ten  other  boats  at  the  same  time  did  equally  well. 
There  are  plenty  of  fiah  now  in  the  river,  but  thoy  must 
be  fished  for  at  the  proper  time. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Koirj).— The  weather  at  time  of 
writing  is  very  cold  and  showery,  and  a  heavy  sea  is  on. 
No  anglers  have  gone  out  in  oonstqaenos.  Previous  to  the 
change  in  the  weather  good  spore  was  had,  especially  at 
gurnard,  whiting,  and  p  jllack.  The  conditions  are  now 
mproving. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Pier  anglers  have  recently  enjoyed 
some  very  good  sport  amorg  whiting  and  pouting,  but 
codlings  have  proved  extremely  Ecarce.  Tuesday  list 
proved  by  far  the  most  productive  day  of  the  present 
season,  one  and  all  realising  good  catches.  Sunday's 
vieitirg  anglers  comprised  Mrj.  Hutchiogs  and  Messrs. 
Packman,  Marbrook,  J.  Handley,  Hntchings,  Burnett, 
Watson,  Cawes,  Hamling.  Fiaher,  Eldridge,  Falknar, 
Maokaness,  Hicka,  Hegley,  Hells,  and  Simmonda.  Messrs. 
Handley,  Hutchinga,  and  Mackaness  each  returned  to 
tojn  la  the  evening  with  more  than  20ib.  of  fish.  Mr. 
Akehurst,  a  local  angler,  included  a  51b.  cod  in  hia  day's 
catch.  Messrs.  Green,  Todd,  and  Wood  indulged  in  a 
little  boat  fishing,  and  brought  in  five  soore  whiting  and 
pontiDg.  Fresh  arrivals  on  Monday  included  Mr.  and 
Mra.  luemjss,  Mr.  and  Miss  Bneby,  Mr.  Toulson,  Mr. 
Rooke,  and  Mr.  Shater ;  but  the  day's  sport  fell 
short  cf  recant  experiences,  most  of  the  rods 
not  accannting  for  more  than  a  dcz3n  fish.  Mr, 
Thomas  proved  fairly  suocesafnl  at  pollack  fishing, 
seoariDg  nine  good  ones  in  the  course  of  the  day. 
Tnosday  witnessed  rare  sport,  especially  upon  the  slack  of 
the  flood  tide,  when  everyone  was  busily  employed  for 
about  two  hours.  Mr.  Holmes  and  Rav.  Dolland  joined 
the  ranks  cf  pier  fiahermen  on  this  day,  though  some- 
what too  late  to  join  in  the  good  captures.  The  largest 
tsh  of  the  day,  a  cad  of  4ilb.,  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
Hicks,  and  was  cleverly  handled  by  that  gentleman.  The 
pier  was  extensively  patronised  on  Wednesday,  several 
ladiea  ocoupjiag  prominent  positions,  but  the  fish  seem  to 
have  smelled  the  coming  strong  south-east  wind,  and 
matters  ruied  slow  throughout  the  day.  The  angling 
ranka  were  this  day  augmented  by  the  addition  of  Mrs. 
Brooka,  Miss  Mew,  Miss  Walker,  Miss  Leach,  and  Mr. 
Kenning.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal.— The  latter  cart  of  the  week  the  weather  was 
very  unsettled,  and  the  water  very  thick.  However,  on 
Saturday  afternoon  the  weather  moderated  down,  and 
Messra.  Symonds  and  Gowor  put  out,  and  landed  with 
fourteen  whitmg,  six  daba,  and  two  codling  (the  largest 
<Jlb).  Oa  Oct.  28,  Messra.  Jones  and  Cooper,  of  the 
Anchor  and  Hope,  and  Mr.  Byera,  landed  two  soore 
tourteen  whitmg,  twenty-nine  pout,  six  daba,  and  two 
codling;  Messrs.  Glassington,  Perks.  Laaks,  Fiak,  and 
Andrew,  m  a  galley  punt,  four  and  a  half  score  whiting, 
two  small  conger,  and  two  codling ;  Mr.  Vaughan  and  two 
tnends,  m  a  galley  punt,  four  score  whiting,  one  and  a  half 
score  pout,  six  codling  (the  two  largest  weighing  101b.) ; 
Mr.  Duncan  and  son,  about  two  and  a  half  scare.  Monday 
wind  westerly,  fresh.  Messrs,  Symonds  and  Gawer,  six 
score  whiting,  one  and  a  half  score  pout,  one  uss 
dog,  and  two  codling;  Mr.  Marlia  and  Mr.  MoPherson 
tshiDg  in  the  afternoon,  two  and  a  half  score  whiting. 
Inesday,  wind  westerly,  light  ;  water  in  good  condition. 
1/Ocal  fishermen  landing  with  very  good  takes  of  very  fine 
Jv'"^'.''/ '  ^  believe  the  largest  this  two  seasons. 

Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  McPheraon  landed  twelve  soore  two 
fane  whitiDg,  and  one  large  pout.  Herrings  have  been 
coming  in  better  these  last  two  days,  and  a  few  sprats  have 
also  been  landed.  Wednasday,  wind  south,  fine  and  clear 
and  water  smooth ;  grand  takes  of  whiting.  Tides  suit 
well  week-end,  and  early  part  of  next  week.— Edward 
H.^NQER  (Kenwyn,  North  Parade). 

Scarborouffh.  —  Scarborough  Sea  Angler.s' 
bociETY.— Tne  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at 
the  clubhouse-,  Ye  Olde  Bar  Hotel.  Mr.  Dean,  vice- 
president  presided,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance. 
'Ihe  president  (Hr.  T.  Dnxbury),  and  the  vice-presidents 
were  elected.  Mr.  C.  H.  Brittenden  was  voted  chairman 
tor  the  otEcial  year,  and  Mr.  Heffer  vice-chairman.  The 
honorary  secretary  and  treasurer  (Mr.  H.  Cunlige)  was 
also  re-elected.  Several  valuable  prizes  were  promised, 
and  the  hope  was  eipreased  that  the  opening  match  of  the 
season  would  take  place  on  Saturday,  Nov.  10.  Several 
members  have  already  made  their  seison's  debut,  and  in 
the  main  have  been  well  rewarded,  the  fine  weather  not- 
withstanding, several  of  tha  fish  going  101b.— H.  Cun- 
LIFFE  (B.S.A.S.) 

Plymoutli.---Bass  are  still  very  plentiful,  and  some 
very  large  ones  have  been  caught.  They  do  not,  however, 
seem  to  take  in  the  middle  ot  the  day,  but  principally  at 
night.  Although  gome  of  the  fiah  run  up  to  8lb.  or  91b., 
yet  they  are  taken  on  single  gut;  anyone  using  twisted 
gut  does  not  get  such  good  sport.  We  have  had  an  unusual 
haul  ot  mackerel.  S  ome  of  the  crews  of  the  boats  made  £  18 
per  man,  which  is  a  good  share  for  one  haul.  There  are 
plenty  of  smelt  to  be  taken,  and  the  mullet  are  well  on  the 
teed,  and  some  very  large  takes  of  pollack  have  been 
reported  from  the  Whitsand  Bay.  The  list  of  edible  fiah 
tor  this  month  include  anchovy,  twaite-shad,  herring 
sprat,  pilchard,  the  wrasses  generally,  tub,  piper,  red 
gurnard,  sole,  flounder,  dab,  plaice,  marysole,  halibut, 
brill  dory,  surmullet,  coalfish,  hake,  whiting,  cod, 
haddock,  pouting,  ling,  atherino  (smelt),  skate.  Homelyn 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Nov.  9.    Spring  tides  : 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth 
Lowestoft 
Aldeburgh  „„„„ 
Harwich  


Bumham-on-  \ 
Orouchj 

Sonthend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-) 
Btaira,  <fe  Earns-  > 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  , 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  > 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
South  wick  / 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island) 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Snn,  j  Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

FrI. 

a  m. 
0.  8 
p.m. 

0.39 

a.m. 
1.  8 
p.m. 

.1.35 

a  m. 
2.  2 
p  m. 
2.29 

a.m. 
2.54 
p  m. 
3.18 

a.m. 
3.42 
p.m. 
4.  G 

a.m. 

4.29 
pm. 

4.  .51 

am 

6.13 
p.m. 
5.3G 

5.  4 
0.36 

6.  7 
6.36 

7.  2 
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WEATHER  REPORT. 

By  Teiegraph.— Friday,  Nov.  2, 
Margate. — E. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate. — N.N.E. ;  smooth. 
Deal. — N.W. ;  smooth. 
Dover.— N. ;  light ;  smooth. 
Hastings.- W. ;  smooth. 


ray,  sharp-nosed  ray,  and  all  shellfish.  —  William 
Hearder  (B  S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— End  of  last  week  waa  very 
rough,  and  no  fishing  was  done.  Yesterday  and  to-day 
some  nice  catches  were  made.  To-day  Mr.  Birkit  had  a 
nice  cod  and  tome  fine  whiting.  Mr.  Warrington  had 
about  one  and  a  half  score  of  whiting,  all  from  the  pier. 
Some  fine  eels  have  also  been  caught.  There  has  also  been 
good  sport  from  the  Iron  Pier. — Samuel  J.  Sankey. 

Southend  and  Iieigh.  —  Pier  fishing  lately  has 
greatly  improved  ;  the  trams  have  stopped  running,  and 
the  fish  are  round  about  the  pier.  Outside  sport  has  been 
gjod  also,  fine  baskets  having  been  landed  from  the  Knock 
-ilnoy,  the  Low  Way,  and  other  favourite  spots.  May  I 
once  more  appaal  to  brother  anglers  to  respect  the  pier 
regulationg  as  to  not  fishing  from  the  seats  or  shelters  ? 
Prospects  for  week-end  dubious,  probably  squally.  — 
Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.8.). 

Waterville. — Duripg  the  past  few  days  angling  has 
been  out  of  t  he  question  owing  to  unfavourable  weather 
and  a  generally  rough  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Valentia. — Though  the  weather  has  been  cold,  wet, 
and  generally  wild  since  last  report,  good  sport  waa  had 
within  the  headlands  at  various  fish,  principally  pollack, 
gurnard,  and  whiting.— T.  J.  D.  ^  ^_ 


Eejiotts  fxm  CIu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
vmch  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsday 
Svm.ixkg.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Ihmstan^s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Bkpoet  "  outside  envelope. 

JLng'lerB'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden- 
saae.  Barbican,  E.G. — The  renting  and  preservation  oom- 
■mittee  will  meet  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  5,  at  8.30  p.m. 
Will  scoieties  please  note  that  the  netting  and  restocking 
f aad_  boxes  are  now  ready,  and  will  be  forwarded  upon 
application  ?  To  add  a  little  more  interest  in  this  fund,  a 
prize  of  one  guinea  has  already  been  given,  to  be  awarded 
to  the  society  whose  box  contains  the  largest  amount.  I 
am  given  to  understand  that  other  amounts  will  be  given ; 
if  so,  I  will  announce  them  at  our  delegate  meetings.  The 
boxes  will  be  collected  at  the  close  of  the  present  coarse  fishing 
eeaaon,  and  opened  in  the  presence  of  the  netting  and  restook- 
ingfund committeeon the thirdMondayof March, 1901 ;  the 
result  will  be  made  known  at  the  delegate  meeting  to  be 
held  on  that  evening.  The  amounts  thus  collected, 
together  with  the  donations  and  subscriptions  received 
during  the  twelve  months,  will  appear  in  our  next  guide 
book.   The  object  of  the  fund  is  to  raise  additional  means 


whereby  we  may  be  enabled  to  undertake  large  nettings 
and  to  purchase  fiah  to  restock  waters  in  the  proportion  of 
two-thirds  to  our  private  fiaheries,  and  one-third  to  public 
rivers.  We  trust  that  the  fund  will  be  liberally  supported 
by  "all  sorts  and  conditions  of"  anglers,  and  those 
intf  risted  in  the  gentle  art. — E.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union-build- 
ings, Clerkenwell-road,  B.C.— Since  my  last  report  I  beg 
to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £1  l/a.  Gd. 
from  the  Royal  George  A.S. ;  f  1  Is  ,  Sundial,  per  J.  W. 
Harris  ;  and  £1,  Original  Clerkanwell,  per  B.  Abrahams, 
from  their  donation  bcxas.  On  Friday  evening  last  there 
wera  three  applications,  two  of  which  were  granted  £6 
eaoh,  the  third  postponed  till  next  meeting,  which  will 
take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Nov.  9,  at  8.30. — R,  G. 
Ghurney. 

Auglors'  Benevolent  Society.— Thames  Com- 
petition.— Committee  Rooms,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Netting  Hill,  close  to  Netting  Hill,  Netting  Hill 
Gate,  and  Central  London  Railways. — The  prizes  which 
have  been  received  up  to  dato  ara  in  the  committee  room, 
and  will  te  on  view.  Since  last  issue  and  up  to  11  a.m., 
Nov.  1,  there  are  close  upon  ninety  prizes.  Thanks  to 
every  donor,  and  thanks  to  every  society  who  have 
responded  to  my  appeal  n- A.B.S.  All  we  want  is  every 
angler  to  get  a  Is.  ticket,  and  fish  for  these  costly  prizes. 
If  you  buy  a  Is.  ticket  and  do  not  fiah  yon  arc  helping  the 
funds.  Tell  everyone  to  be  at  Richmond  to-morrow  and 
enter  it.  Thera  are  two  sets  of  scales  to  weigh  your  fish, 
double  staS  to  help  in  the  weighing-in  grounds,  and  we 
hope  no  crushing,  as  was  the  case  last  year.  We  have 
tried  our  best  to  greatly  facilitate  matters  expeditiously. 
Just  one  more  word,  and  that  is,  bring  your  takes  up  in 
bags,  and  aftar  the  weights  have  been  registered  pass 
out  of  grounds  and  make  room  for  others.  All 
fish  will  be  handed  back  after  the  weigh-in  the 
same  as  they  were  left,  so  all  anglers  must  comply 
with  this  notica,  otherwise  it  will  not  be  my  fault  if  they 
go  contrary  and  be  disqualified.  Our  motto  is,  "quick- 
ness and  correctness,  and  no  grumbling."  All  competitors 
to  get  their  fish  duly  registered  by  the  stewards  on  duty, 
who  will  be  reognisad  by  favours.  Not  to  start  fishing 
before  your  humble  servant  gives  the  signal ;  so  assemble 
in  Petersham  meadow  and  wait  till  Ben  At  r  ihams  gives 
the  signal ;  if  you  stark  before  I  give  it,  disqualification  is 
the  result.  Some  person  gave  a  false  alarm  and  started 
the  competition  last  year  ;  as  I  am  known  amongst  you,  I 
have  been  appointed  as  your  official  starter.  So  look  out. 
All  prizes  and  donors  of  same,  and  further  very  important 
items,  will  be  on  sale  in  the  shape  of  programmes,  at  Id. 
eaoh,  to  be  had  of  every  one  of  the  committee.  Don't 
fail  to  get  a  CDpy;  very  interesting.  We  must  thank 
Ye  Olde  Brewery  Tap  A.S.  for  a  marble  timepiece, 
with  silver  tablet  of  the  society's  name  enstraved  on  it. 
This  society  holds  its  meeting  at  Woodbiae  Grove,  Penge, 
and  the  Brewery  Tap  ia  the  sign  of  the  house.  The  value 
is  60a.,  and  it  ia  a  grand  prize.  We  also  thank  Messrs, 
A.  R.  Matthews  and  Oormac  O'Dowd  for  prizes,  also 
Messra.  J.  Pain  and  Son,  of  Walworth,  S.B.,  for  a  case  of 
fireworks  as  this  esteemed  firm's  prize  ;  also  Mr.  King  and 
Son  for  an  ivory  set  of  silver-mounted  carvers  in  plush 
case ;  George  Hall,  Brighton  A, A.,  for  a  silver-plated 
cruet  ;  Mr.  Parker,  of  Princess  Albert,  St.  Martin's 
Lane,  box  of  cigars ;  and  Mr.  Newbold,  of  Con- 
vivial, for  four  dozen  floats;  Messrs.  Roxburgh  Bros.,  a 
white  quilt ;  Hammersmith  Club,  a  balance  handle  rod ; 
Duke  of  Norfolk  A  S.,  priza  value  10a.  6d. ;  R.  B,  Mar- 
ston  (Ed.  F.  (?.),  prize  ISa.,  "  Sporting  Fish  of  Great 
Britain."  See  the  Id.  programmes,  full  list  up  to  date. 
My  advice  is,  don't  forget  pearl  barley,  crust,  toffs, 
reds  and  paste.  Fish  fine  and  keep  very  quiet,  and  we 
shall  have  grand  results.  Trains  from  all  parts  of  London 
to  Richmond  ;  very  cheap  fares.— Ben  Abrahams,  Hon. 
Secretary  and  Ofiioial  Starter. 

Aberoorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  laat 
week,  but  owiot;  to  the  bright  state  of  the  water,  takes 
were  small.  Will  members  please  note  that  our  match 
takes  place  on  Nov.  4  ?  Also  we  have  made  two  new 
members — Messrs.  Stannard  and  Reynolds — and  room  for 
plenty  more. — A.  Painter, 

Albion  Brothers  Anglingf  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney,  N.E.  —  Oa 
Oct.  28  the  following  weighed  in:  Messrs.  Yeowell, 
roach ;  Andrews,  roach  ;  Haines,  roach  ;  J.  Jones,  jack ; 
Carey,  perch ;  Oaborne,  chub  ;  and  Jarvis,  perch.  Last 
Wednesday  Mr.  F.  Yeowell  was  proposed  as  a  working 
member.  It  was  decided  to  start  for  Christmas  prizes  at 
St.  Margaret's  on  November  11,  from  the  "  Tin  House  " 
to  the  bridge;  peg-down;  jack  barred;  start  by  first  or 
second  trains ;  show  fish  at  the  Rose  and  Crown  at  eix 
o'clock,  Messrs.  Yeowell  (sen.),  Inkersole,  and  Hooper 
volunteered  to  act  as  stewards  on  the  occasion. — Alf. 
Fenton. 

AUaaon  United  Brothers  Aagling  Soototy, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  winners  of  our  Windsor  match  selected  their  prizes, 
and  a  great  many  of  them  are  going  to  the  A.B.S.  com- 
petition at  Richmond  on  Nov.  4.  Our  return  visit  on 
the  A.A.  (Western)  Liat  is  fixed  for  Nov.  12.— Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Ansfliug  Society,  Ooach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincom's  Inn  Fields.— The  second  quarterly 
outing  will  take  place  at  Shepperton  on  Nov.  11,  for  four 
prizes  ;  all  members  taking  part  to  leave  London  on  the 
morning  of  the  match. — J.  Chambers, 

Anchor  and  Hope  Anglmg  Society,  Thomas  & 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  Oct.  28,  Mr.  G.  Mallett, 
Jan.,  weighed-in  a  jack  nearly  61b.  from  the  Arun.  At 
vVedneedaj'a  meeting  Mr.  C.  Cannar  presided,  when  it 
was  agreed  to  have  the  usual  Christmas  outing,  the  appeal 
by  the  chairman  for  seasonable  gifts  being  well  responded 
to.   A  peroh  and  pike  competition  was  arranged  to  take 
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place  at  Pulborough  on  Nov,  25;  bank  only.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  a  smokiog  concert  on  Monday,  Dec.  10, 
ia  aid  of  the  -A.B.S.,  and  Messrs.  C.  Cannir  and  C. 
Arrow  were  appointed  stewards.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  decide  October  outing. 

Bermomdaey  Brothers  Angling:  douie^y.  Wool- 
jack,  Bermondsey-street.— Mr.  J.  Martin  was  the  only 
member  that  turned  up  with  fish  on  Oct.  28  (Gib.  of 
roach).  On  Oct.  31  Mr.  J.  Smith  weighed  in  a  nice  lot 
of  rudd  (261b.).  Members  will  fish  a  competition  on 
Nov._  18  for  their  November  series  of  prizes.  Place  and 
conditions  to  be  decided  at  the  meeting  on  the  14th.— 
Alf.  Conn. 

Blaob&iars  A.ngUng  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  8.B.— Only  two  members  weighed  in 
OH  the  28th :  Mr.  J,  Wheelhonse,  roach  and  perch ;  Mr. 
F.  Jones,  r«ach.  Members  please  note  "Wednesday, 
Oct.  31,  was  half-yearly  night,  and  all  arrears  should  be 
settled  up.— J.  Wheelhouse. 

BleBiiaisa  Angfliag  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— Since  last  report  the 
following  members  have  weighed-in :  F.  Hunt,  roach, 
dace,  chub;  F.  Wilson,  perch;  H.  Wilkins,  roach;  S. 
Belton,  dace;  F.  J.  Dodds  (our  latest  member),  one 
perch,  lib.  lOicz,,  one  roach,  lib.  loz.  I  must  remind 
members  of  oar  next  match  at  Windsor,  on  Nov.  18,  as  I 
think  Thames  fishing  will  be  all  right  by  that  time.  We 
have  got  nearly  eighty  prizes  for  A.B.S.  competition,  on 
Nov.  4,  and  they  keep  coming  in.  One  of  the  latest  which 
dererves  special  mention  is  a  handsome  marble  clock  with 
suitable  inscription  engraved  on  a  silver  plate,  given  by  Ye 
Olde  Brewery  Tap  A.S.,  Penge.  Any  friends  who  wish  to 
see  me  on  Nov.  4  will  find  me  on  duty  at  Eichmond  Lock. 
— Charles  Chaplais, 

Blosmsbnry  Brothers  AngUngr  Society.  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Oct.  28  Mr.  J. 
Roach  weighed-in  roach,  41b.  8ioz.,  one  roach  weighing 
lib.  Bioz. ;  Mr.  J.  Drew,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Blake  and  Mr.  F.  iW.  Stocker,  roach.  Oct.  31  being 
audit  night,  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed  as 
satisfactory.  The  quarterly  peg-down  match  is  fixed  to 
take  place  on  Nov.  11,  at  Ware,  when  we  fish  for  three 
prizes  under  the  usual  conditions. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angfliug'  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— Lsst  Wednesday  being 
quarterly  night,  a  good  muster  of  members  was  the  result, 
and  Mr.  Barber  was  again  elected  chairman.  Messrs. 
Cecil  and  Moore  stated  that  they  had  made  their  final 
arrangements  for  the  match  with  the  Walham  Green 
A.S.,  and  the  same  to  take  place  at  Bourne  End 
(boundaries  from  Cookham  Bridge  to  Marlow  Lock)  on 
Nov.  25,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  big  muster.— 
Beomptonian. 

Branswick  Brothers  Angliusr  Society,  Cherry 
Iree,  Brunswick -road,  Bromley  -  by  -  Bow.  —  Tuesday 
evening  last  Mr.  Harry  Lane,  who  has  been  absent 
from  U3_  for  nine  months,  was  present  at  our 
last  meeting.  The  chairmain  congratulated  him  on  his 
safe  return,  and  expressed  the  great  pleasure  felt  by  the 
Brunswick  Brothers  at  seeing  him  once  more  in  their 
midst.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him  for  his 
instructive  and  interesting  lecture  on  his  war  relics.  Then 
the  order  was  mirth  and  song.  Our  host  and  treasurer, 
Hy.  Jackson,  was  in  rare  form,  as  was  J.  Rudd,  G.  Curd, 

^^^y'  T.  Scolding,  E.  Papworth,  A.  Robertson,  while 
Tom  Hawkes  was  capital  at  the  ivories.  The  small  hours 
brought  to  a  close  only  too  soon  the  musicil*  programme, 
so  after  '  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  and  the  "  Jolly  Fellow  "  had 
been  warbled,  the  finale  to  a  successful  evening  being  our 
rendering  of  the  "Queen"  in  real  patriotic  style. 
Brothers  Bissell,  Parmento,  Tucker,  and  Yours  truly  had 
some  capital  fish  for  show  last  week-end.— Alf.  Robbbt- 

SON. 

Biirlington  Ang-lers,  The  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Part.— A  committee  meeting  will  take  place  next  Wednes- 
day at  8.30  p.m.,  to  be  followed  by  a  general  meeting  at 
9  p  m.  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  an  outing.— J.  W. 
Morgan. 

Csmbrld^e  Heath  Brothers  Aagllu^  Sooiegy, 
^ood  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— The  remaining  prize  left  over  from  outing  on 
Oct.  21_ was  taken  by  Mr.  Ben  Smith  with  14oz.  roach, 
that  being  the  heaviest  amount  weighed  in  from  the  Lea. 
i, u        ^"^"'^f  weighed  in:  Mr,  C.  Drawbridge, 

Wb.  2icz.  roach,  three  drawing  the  scale  at  31b.  9oz. ;  Mr, 
H.  iiventt,  roach;  Mr.  L.  Stephenson,  roach;  Mr.  C. 
Hazard  roach ;  Mr.  J.  Baines,  lilb.  of  perch ;  and  Mr. 
O.  Wickes,  perch.  There  is  a  prize  of  two  cises  of  birds 
given  for  the  gross  weight  of  perch  during  November. 
1  wo  more  working  members  were  made  last  Tuesday.— 
h.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  AngUnar  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Our  Henley 
competition  resulted  in  very  poor  shows,  Messrs.  Fry, 
laylor.  Painter,  and  Fuller  coming  in  in  the  order  named, 
ihe  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  in  the  Richmond 
competition  on  Nov.  4.  On  the  28th,  Mr.  Taylcr  showed 
■S**  'J^^  '"^^^  ;  Mr.  Mann,  roach ;  and 

Mr.  J* .  Dykes,  roach.  Members  are  reminded  that  next 
Wednesday  is  quarterly  night.— R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angiinjr  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern. 
Westbourne  Park,  _W.-We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
Oct.  28,  weighed-in  by  the  following:  Messrs.  W, 
Fayers,  roach;  E.  Yarham,  dace;  W.  Flight,  dace; 
H .  btamford,  dace ;  R.  Hacon,  roach,  W.  Payers  also 
weighed-in  roach  on  Oct.  21.  Members  please  note  that 
inursday  next  is  a  special  meeting  night  for  arranging 
next  outing,  when  I  hope  every  member  will  make  it 
convenient  to  attend.— W.  B,  P, 

Claph»m  Jnnctlon  AnffUng  Society,  The 
^larenoe,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Jnnotion.  S  W  — 
Result  of  our  mitch  at  Reading  on  Oct.  28  was  as  follows  • 
b.  Lapwood,  tirst;  J,  Willgoss,  second;  J.  Woodhouse, 


third ;  H.  Bethol,  fourth  ;  H.  Runnegar,  fifth  ;  H.  Pegg, 
sixth.  Our  half  yearly  balance-sheet  was  passed  as  read, 
and  our  auditors,  Messrs.  Bowater  and  Kent,  expressed 
their  pleasure  at  finding  this  society  in  a  good  financial 
position.  Our  eighth  day's  outing  will  take  place  on 
Nov.  11  at  Datchet.  Boundary,  from  Albert  Bridge  to 
Bgham  Lock.  Towpath  only.  Train  from  Clapham 
Junction,  8  27;  from  Datchet,  five  o'clock.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 

Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Pew  members  were  out 
on  Oct.  28.  Mr.  Gisbourne  weighed-in  one  jack.  November 
outing  is  fixed  for  Nov.  4,  Open,  roving ;  three  prizes. — 
F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
Royal  George  A.S.  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Holder  in  the  chair. 
The  following  fifteen  societies  wera  represented  :  Great 
Northern,  Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Bustonian,  Amicable  Waltonians,  North  London,  Camden, 
Royal  George,  Mitre,  Queen's  Piscatorials,  Brompton, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  and  Victoria  Brothers. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Mitre  Brothers  ;  date  later. 
— P.  Castell. 

Clifton  Ang-Iingr  Society,  The  Palmerston,  Clifton- 
road,  Peokham,  S.E.— The  members  of  above  society  will 
commence  fishing  their  Christmas  prize  outing  on  Nov.  4. 
All  fish  to  be  weighed  in  at  club  house  by  9.30  p.m.— 

E.  C.  Addison. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
weld-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Tuesday  last  we  had 
a  good  muster,  and  arranged  Christmas  prizes,  and  had 
the  list  commenced  with  twelve,  and  anticipate  more  next 
week.  On  Nov.  13  we  have  a  general  meeting  to  elect  a 
fresh  secretary.  Will  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  please  notice 
one  of  my  members  would  like  to  give  a  prize  of  28.  6d. 
for  the  competition  for  the  A.B.S.  ?— T.  Faulkner. 

Cob3«n  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  Oct.  28  our  pegged-down  match  took  place 
with  poor  results.  Out  of  twenty-six  members  pegged 
down  only  two  had  fish— Mr,  W.  Walker  first  and  Mr.  J. 
Reddle  second.  The  match  will  be  continued  on  Nov.  4 
for  the  eleven  prizes  remaining  under  the  same  conditions 
as  last  Sunday.  Go  down  by  the  9.3  to  Henley  ;  register 
names  on  arrival  at  Ye  Lion;  cease  fishing  6.30;  register 
fish  (if  any)  at  Ye  Lion  not  later  than  6  30 ;  and  return  by 
the  8.10  from  Henley.— A,  S.  H. 

Colllngwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelaon-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S,E.— Our  outing  at 
Taplow  resulted  in  Mr.  Ball  first.  Hope  members  will 
fish  m  the  match  at  Richmond.   Tickets  of  Mr,  Poole.— 

F.  P.  Sorge. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— On  Oct.  28  several  mem- 
bers were  out,  but  only  Mr,  W.  Braxton  weighed-in 
(roach).  Members  please  note  the  monthly  prize  starts 
on  Nov.  4  for  gross  weight  on  any  one  Sunday.— Phil, 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  Oct.  28  Mr,  John  Massey  weighed- 
in  roach  ;  Sjd  Cutbush,  roach ;  and  James  Massey,  roach 
and  chub.— W.  M. 

Croydon  Angling  Club,  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon. 
—On  Oct.  28  Mr.  J.  C.  Sambells  weighed-in  101b.  of 
roach  from  Pangbourne.  Our  next  function  will  be  a  big 
Bohemian  concert  at  headquarters,  particulars  of  which 
will  be  duly  announced. — Geo.  Dix, 

19al8ton  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Armn, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Oct.  28  Mr.  A,  Morgan 
again  saved  a  blank  with  roach,  daoo,  and  chub.  On 
Tuesday  there  was  a  very  good  attendance,  when  it  was 
decided  that  the  Christmas  prizes  should  be  competed  for 
on  Nov.  11,  in  the  Forty  Guinea  water,  full  particulars  to 
be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse.— 8.  Malby. 
„  ^^J^^'^^J,*  ^"^ffliifir  Society,  Half- Way  House, 
iiarlsiield  S.W.— Outing  Nov,  4  ta  Hampton  Court, 
lagg  s  Island  or  recreation  groundsi.  Bank  only.  Usual 
three  prizes.  Train  from  Earlsfield,  8.31 ;  returning  from 
Hampton  Court.  6.10.— E.  H,  L^ne. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
EastDulwich,  S.E.— We  had  another  good  show  of  jack 
and  bream  on  Oct.  28  from  Pulborough  by  Messrs.  E. 
Farley,  J.  Bannister,  and  A.  Kidd.  Two  new  members 
were  enrolled  on  Monday  evening.— E.  Dtball. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society, 
Horse  Shoes,  Silver-street,  Edmonton.  —  Our  twenty- 
fourth  annual  supper  took  place  on  Oct.  30.  Chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff;  and  vice,  Mr.  F. 
Langndge.  Forty  sat  down  to  a  capital  spread,  furnished 
by  Mignot  and  Sons,  and,  by  the  serious  interest  displayed 
by  all,  it  was  most  thoroughly  enjoyed.  After  the  usual 
loyal  toasts,  our  chairman  proposed,  "  Health  of  Edmonton 
and  Tottenham  A.S.,"  in  the  course  of  which  he  dwelt 
on  the  satufactci-y  progress  made  during  present  season, 
and  prognosticated  an  important  future  for  the  club.  Mr. 
W.  Coppen  (secretary)  suitably  responded.  Some  capital 
songs  were  rendered  by  the  following  gentlemen  :  Messrs. 
F.  Langridge,  G.  Leitch,  R.  Bsale,  J.  Salmon,  W.  Ames, 
F.  Rogers,  E.  Maloomb,  and  H.  Piatt.  Not  the  least 
interesting  part  of  the  programme  was  the  gathering  in 
of  the  Christmas  prizes,  a  task  which  the  chairman 
manipulated  with  great  tact  and  unbounded  success.  The 
following  weighed-in  on  Oct.  28:  Messrs.  W,  Ames, 


The  Opinion  of  etkry  Englishman  is  that  liberty  of  speech 
and  action  is  the  birthright  of  every  free  man.  "  Britons  never 
shall  be  slaves  "  is  one  of  the  most  popular  of  our  national  songs, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  impossible  for  slavery  to  exist  under 
the  protecting  shadow  of  the  British  flag.  In  the  same  manner, 
men  cannot  remain  bound  by  the  tyrannic  shackles  of  disease  it 
they  wUl  place  themselves  under  the  healing  influence  of  Hollo- 
way's  Pills  and  Ointment.  Their  success  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
is  now  a  familiar  story,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  here  there 
is  no  known  disorder  that  cannot  be  speedily  cured  or  relieved  by 
them. 


F.  Roarers  (jack),  E.  Clayton,  T.  Roberta  (perch).  Mr. 
F.  J.  Gray  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace,  but  was  too 
lite  to  weigh.  We  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  4; 
Rye  House  to  Broxbourne. — W.  L.  Coi'i'KN. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington,  High- 
street,  Kpsom. —  The  lecture  given  by  Mr.  Wade  was 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  the  members  present,  the 
1  intern  views  being  very  good.  The  president,  Mr.  P.  W. 
Coles,  took  the  chair. — .Iames  P.  Cuuter. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Eirl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  Forest  Gate,  E. — Our  September  competition  for 
the  three  largest  roach  resulted  as  follows :  Mr.  II. 
Creeke,  first ;  Mr.  Head,  second  ;  and  Mr.  Brundle,  third. 
On  Nov.  4  we  fish  a  match  at  Bures  for  three  prizes ; 
open  for  hon.  members  to  compete ;  all  fish  to  weigh. 
Members  cin  go  down  Saturday  night. — H.  F.  C. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Wellington, 
High-street,  Shoreditch.— On  Nov.  I  we  fish  for  three 
prizes  at  Burnt  Mill,  jack  barred,  pegged-donn,  no  live 
bait  allowed,  all  to  start  by  first  train ;  hoping  all 
members  will  turn  up. — J.  Levien. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton, _  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — Our 
match  with  the  Seymour  Brothers  took  place  at  Henley 
on  Oct.  28,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for  us  by  Joz.  Only  two 
weighed-in— Mr.  A.  W.  Pain,  roach,  lib.  8|oz  ;  Mr. 
Ellins,  roach,  12oz. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Qood  Intent  Angling  Sociaty,  The  Grown,  Ghurch- 
street,  Shoreditch. — There  was  a  good  show  of  roach  and 
dace  brought  in  on  the  28th  by  Messrs.  Philpott,  Thomp- 
son, and  Maybury.  Our  return  visit  took  place  on 
Oct.  30.  There  was  some  capital  talent  by  Messrs. 
Taylor,  Parker,  C.  Ellis,  Phillips,  E.  Lamb,  Bowker,  and 
Darby.  There  were  ten  clubs  represented,  in  good  num- 
bers. I  beg  to  sincerely  thank  them  for  their  patronage 
on  the  occasion. — R.  Murphy. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — A  meeting  of  the  above  was  held,  and 
a  match  arranged  for  Nov,  1 1 ;  four  prizes  ;  locality  and 
conditions  to  be  arranged  next  meeting. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  HoUoway,  N. — Messrs.  G,  West, 
with  three  dac3  (9|oz.,  lOjz.,  and  lOJoz.),  and  T.  P. 
Ward,  a  grayling  (14joz.),  are  the  only  members  to  weigh- 
in  this  week.  It  is  hoped  to  have  a  very  full  meeting 
next  Wednesday,  and  proceedings  will  start  at  nine  o'clock 
sharp.— E.  W. 

Hounsfisld  Otters  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Lion,  Lower  Edmonton. — I  regret  to  say  that  our  cuting 
on  the  Lea  was  a  failure,  only  two  prizes  being  taken : 
Mr,  J.  Macdonald,  perch ;  and  Mr,  E.  Watling,  roach ; 
heaviest  perch,  IS^oz,  Our  concert  on  Oct.  31  wag  a 
success,  seven  clubs  being  represented,  and  we  had  some 
excellent  talent,  including  the  following:  Messrs.  C, 
Ashmore,  W,  Aimes,  T,  Rogers,  B.  Popham,  F.  Grey, 
Schoke,  W,  Taylor,  Reitz,  and  other  good  singers,— W. 

MOGG, 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Oct.  28  Mr, 
McGuiness  weighed  in  perch  and  Mr.  McGrath  dace.  On 
Oct.  30  Mr.  Norman  was  elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing 
quarter  and  a  vote  of  thanks  given  to  Mr.  Marler  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  he  had  conducted  the  chair  for  the 
two  past  quarters.  Our  balance-sheet  was  passed,  and  it 
was  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  committee  for  Nov.  6 
for  8.30  sharp  on  special  business.  Mr.  J.  Huntley,  jun., 
gave  us  a  prize  to  be  fished  for ;  we  also  made  two  new 
members,  Mr.  0.  Chillingsworth  and  Mr.  Badkin.  Nov.  13 
will  be  the  annual  supper. — E.  W.  Blshop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Oct.  28:  Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Howard, 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Croker,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Reeve, 
roach  ;  Mr.  Perry,  dace.  We  met,  as  usual,  on  Tuesday 
la8t,Mr.  Reeve  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  As 
announced  last  week  the  members  will  compete  for  four 
special  prizes  on  Nov,  4,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). 
Wednesday  next  being  quarterly  night,  I  hope  there  will 
be  a  good  muster  to  make  arrangements  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  half-yearly  special  prizes. — H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report  we  have 
not  had  many  fish  weighed-in.  Members  were  out,  but 
sport  was  very  quiet.  Next  meeting  night  there  will  be 
some  important  business  to  transact. — G.  Bence. 

Iieytonstone  Piscatorial  Society,  81,  Cann  Hall- 
road,  Leytonstone. — Our  match  at  St.  Margaret's  did  not 
prove  a  very  great  success,  only  one  prize  being  taken,  and 
that  by  Mr.  W.  Hellberg  with  a  fine  roach.  We  journey 
to  Southend  on  Nov.  4  to  fish  our  third  annual  sea  com- 
petition, in  which  all  hon.  members  are  invited  to  compete. 
There  are  four  prizes  to  be  won,  and  one  rod  or  line  only 
is  allowed,  limited  to  three  hooks.  The  train  leaves  South 
Tottenham  at  8.40  a.m.,  calling  at  Leytonstone  (Midland) 
at  8.64  a.m.,  changing  at  East  Ham. — W,  Clouting. 

Itinooln  Angling  Society,  MetropoUtan,  VTin- 
ohester-street,  N. — On  Oct.  23  two  members  weighed-in  fish, 
Mr,  Cook,  roach,  one  fish  lib.  GJoz. ;  Mr.  Killick,  roach. 
On  Nov.  4  we  fish  our  third  match  of  the  season  for  seven 
prizes  at  Woking  ;  all  to  start  by  the  8  30  from  Waterloo 
in  the  morning,  and  return  from  Woking  by  the  7.56  at 
night. — W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square, — We  had  a  competition  in  our  Knowsley 
water  on  Oct,  25  for  some  valuable  prizes,  but  owing  to 
the  boisterous  weather  very  little  was  done,  and  the  limit 
weights  were  not  reached  and  none  of  the  prizes  were 
won ;  rather  a  curious  termination,  considering  there  were 
some  of  our  best  anglers,  whose  skill  is  undoubted.  We 
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fish  for  th9  same  prizes  to-day  (Och  31)  iu  the  Dae  at 
BaDgor,  and  no  doubt  there  will  be  a  different  and  definite 
rPsmt.    I  regret  to  say  that  the  fishing  in  certain  portions 

u  ?  ^^^^  prohibited  by  the  gentleman 

who  has  the  sporting  rights— at  least  he  says  he  has.  The 
curtailing  of  the  fishing  accessible  to  Liverpool  anglers  is  a 
very  serious  matter  as  there  is  none  too  much  of  it  now, 
but  in  these  days  it  is  what  may  be  naturally  expected,  and 
those  who  follow  the  gentle  art  must  be  extremely  cirefal 
not  to  give  offence  by  roaming  about  without  permission, 
especially  on  Sundays. — Ed.  Woolfall. 

Maldou  and  Heybridgfe  Ang'ling  Society, 
White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Some  excellent 
sport  has  been  obtained  by  anglers  during  the  past  week, 
principally  from  the  tidal  waters  in  connection  with  the 
Langford  waters.  Messrs.  T.  Springett,  S.  Yince,  and 
C.  Keen  were  succassful  with  roach  and  dace ;  F.  Keen 
with  pike,  on  the  23rd;  Messrs.  HamUton,  Pethurst, 
Newton,  sen.,  Newton,  jnn.,  Coyle,  Vince,  and  Springett 
secured  over  401b.  of  roach  and  dace  on  the  28th  inst. ; 
Mr.  Elston  secured  a  nice  pike  of  about  71b.  on  the  30th; 
and  the  Eev.  West,  with  a  friend,  has  taken  several  pike 
recently.  The  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  Ben  Beverswill 
be  held  at  the  Half  Moon  on  Nov.  10,  and  the  chair  will 


be  taken  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  a  well-known  angler  and 
sportsman,  and  will  be  assisted  by  several  London  anglers. 
It  is_ hoped  the  concert  will  be  successful  and  a  pleasant 
evening  spent.  The  concert  ommences  at  7.30  p.m. 
Tickets  for  fishing  the  Lmgford  waters  can  be  obtained 
from  the  proprietor.  Mr.  F.  Wakelin,  of  Lxngford  Hall, 
at  Is.  per  day  or  53.  per  season.  Anglers  fishing  for 
season  prizes  should  fish  these  tidal  waters  for  roach, 
perch,  and  dace. — F.  Keen. 

Mitre  Brotliera  Angling  Society,  Cloudesley 
Arms,  Cloudesley-place,  Islington,  N.— The  above  society 
should  have  received  visits  from  the  Central  and  Clerken- 
well  societies  on  Monday,  Nov.  5,  but  owing  to  unforeseen 
circumstances  they  will  not  b?  able  to  do  so  —  J.  Dodd. 

Nortb-East  Brothers  Angflingf  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Oq  Oct.  28  Mr. 
Moore  took  the  last  prize  with  a  very  nice  show  of  roach. 
On  Wednesday,  Nov.  7,  our  usual  meeting  will  take  place, 
when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  muster  to  settle  about  the 
Christmis  prizes.  On  Monday.  Nov.  12,  our  return  will 
take  place.— G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Sooiatv,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oj(lander-road,  EastDulwich,  S.E.— On  Tuesday  we  had  a 
nice  show  of  fish  by  Mr.  J.  Cartwright :  111b.  SJoz.  roach 


and  21b.  lOJoz.  daoa  ;  largest  roich,  lib.  in. ;  two  largest 
dace,  nearly  8oz.  each.  Oa  Nov.  11  we  have  a  competi- 
tion at  Twickenham,  punt  or  bank.  Members  wanting 
punts  plea;e  give  their  names  to  the  secretary  or  W.  S. 
Cartwright,  the  latter  hiving  the  arrangements  in  hand. 
A  soecial  prize  for  the  largest  roach,  given  by  Mr. 
Mueller,  also  first  and  second  prizes,  gross  weight,  by 
Messrs.  W.  8.  Cartwright  and  Percy  Adams.  Mr.  G. 
Pearco  was  proposed  and  elected  a  member  of  this  society. 
Messrs.  (I.  Cirtwright  and  T.  Moyler  were  elected  as 
delegites  to  the  Central  Monthly  Dalegite  Meeting,  Mr. 
S.  H.  Gurney  has  the  masieal  arrangements  in  hand  for 
our  next  smoking  concert,  to  be  held  on  Nov.  20  at  the 
clubhouse. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Oeijiaal  Alexandra  An^llngr  SoolBt?,  Crown 
aid  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Oct.  28 
the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  J.  Nagle,  jick,  61b.; 
W.  Madget,  jiok,  olb.  lOoz. ;  J.  Slide,  roach,  lib.  2ioz. ; 
A.  Birch,  roach,  12|oz.;  T.  C.  Hilliard,  roach,  S^oz.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  A.  Kettle  had  a  good  show  of  roach,  G^lb., 
heaviest  fish  lib.  4ioz.  Mr.  S.  Crutchett  was  elected  a 
working  member. — George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham.  —  The  following  weighed-in  on  Oct.  28 : 
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Messrs.  White,  Tracy,  and  Reitz.  At  our  meeting  on 
Oct.  30,  Mr.  Bletchley  was  proposed  as  a  working  member. 
— H.  Gates. 

Feckham  Bi  others  Anglingr  Society,  Masons' 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — We  have  a  concert 
on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  on  Nov.  27.  A  special  procframme 
is  being  arranged  for  this  occasion,  one  particular  item 
being  a  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  Wade.  Also  on  that 
date  the  A.B.S.  and  T.A.P.S.  boxes  of  the  late  Anglers' 
Pride  will  be  opened.  Programmes  will  ha  sent  to  all 
secretaries  as  soon  as  they  come  from  the  printer.  Mr. 
Evans  weighed  a  oipital  show  of  dace  on  Oct.  28.  The 
third  priz3  ia  Windsor  match  has  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Markey,  leaving  the  fourth  still  to  be  competed  for. 
Messrs.  Cornish,  Ilsley,  Evans,  and  A.  Hatherill  were 
elected  working  members.  One  mora  working  member 
proposed  this  week,  Mr.  H.  Scut. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Fhoanfz  Anglingr  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Btibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W,  —  On  Oct.  28  Messrs.  Nobby  and 
Bonffler  had  a  few  roach  and  dace.  The  next  outing  is  to 
Windsor,  on  Nov.  11.  Three  prizes;  Eton  Bridge  to  Bray 
Lock;  one  rod;  bank  only;  all  to  go  down  on  the 
morning. — E.  C. 

Bifhinond  Angling  Society,  Sun  Inn,  Parkshot, 
Kew  Foot-road,  Richmond.— A  fishing  competition  wiU 
take  place  on  Nov.  11 ;  from  the  bank,  between  Hampton 
Ferry  and  the  top  end  of  the  grounds  of  the  Water  Works  ; 
the  competition  to  start  at  nine  o'clock  and  finish  at  five  ; 
all  fish  to  count  bar  jack,  eels,  pope,  minnows,  and  bleak; 
one  rod  only  to  be  used ;  no  ground-baiting  or  retaining 
swims  allowed  before  starting  to  fish;  all  fish  to  be 
weighed-in  by  nine  o'clock.  The  first  prize  not  to  be 
taken  with  lets  than  21b.  weight  of  fish,  and  in  the  event 
of  the  first  prize  not  being  taken,  the  second  and  third 
shall  not  be  taken,  but  the  competition  to  be  fished  every 
Sunday,  and  under  the  same  conditions,  until  the  prizes 
are  won.  Trains  from  Richmond,  on  the  morning,  to 
Hampton,  8.32,  8  58.— H.  E.  Gaynor. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — Most  of  onr  members  were 
cut  on  the  28th,  but  only  the  two  following  membtrs 
returned  with  fish,  viz.,  Messrs.  Trotter  and  Longknd. 
Our  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.  List  proved  an  unqualified 
success ;  fourteen  clubs  responding  to  the  roll  call,  and 
everybody  thoroughly  enjayed  themselves.  Special 
mention  must  be  made  of  Mr.  W.  Saunders,  who  very 
ably  presided  for  ua  at  the  piano.  We  also  thank  every 
one  who  attended  at  the  visit  on  Tuesday  last.— G. 
Gibbons. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Prince's- 
road,  Kennington-cross,  S.E.— We  had  a  good  attendance 
of  members  on  the  25th,  when  a  lot  of  business  was  got 
through.  The  most  important  was  the  election  of  two 
gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood  as  president  and  vice- 
president  of  the  society,  Mr.  W.  Davis  and  Mr.  A.  Porter. 
They  were  unanimously  elected,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  accorded  to  them  for  their  kindness  in  accepting 
the  positions.  We  had  some  nice  shows  of  fish  on  Oct.  28 
— A.  Brent,  nice  show  of  barbel  (heaviest  fish,  41b.  8jz.) ; 
H.  Allan,  roach  ;  A.  Every,  roach  ;  W.  E.  Page,  jick;  F. 
F.  Page,  jack,  roach.  Our  November  series  of  seven 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Datchet  on  Nov.  11. — J,  T. 
Leighton. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhurst-road,  Hackney,  N.E.— Since  last  report  Mr.  J. 
Guyver  had  some  nioa  pike,  and  Mr.  0.  King  had  roach. 
We  held  our  annual  supper  and  concert  on  Thursday  last, 
which  passed  oil  very  successfully.  Mr.  C.  Neyland  (our 
worthy  host)  put  us  on  a  splendid  menu,  which  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed.  Our  concert  was  well  attended,  and 
the  following  a  rtistes  contributed  to  the  pleasant  evening's 
enjoyment :  Messrs.  0.  King,  Priest,  Harry  Lennox, 
Fred  Heath,  H,  Gaffae,  H.  Smith,  Will  Arthur,  Brothers 
Sheraders,  the  Misses  Schulze,  and  others.  Hr.  Hast 
(our  president)  was  the  able  chairman  of  the  evening. — 
H.  Gaffee. 

Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.  —  The  first  supper 
of  the  season  took  place  at  headquarters  on  the  25th  ult., 
many  of  the  members  being  present.  Amongst  them  were 
Messrs.  Acton,  Baldook,  Benwell,  Chandler,  Ellis, 
Golding,  Greenins,  Gray,  (Jash.  Heard,  Herbert,  Jenner, 
Linark,  Payne,  Prout,  Powe,  Pluckrose,  Rogers,  Taylor, 
and  Wright.  Mr.  C.  Benwell,  president  occupied  the  chair, 
supported  by  Mr.  G.  Pluckrose,  vice-president.  After  the 
customary  benediction  by  the  chairman,  the  compmy 
proceeded  to  discuss,  with  much  spirit,  the  excellent 
repast  provided  by  the  host,  Mr.  A.  H.J.  Heard,  who 
deserves  every  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
administers  to  the  requirements  of  the  members.  Supper 
over,  the  musical  proceedings  were  opened  in  energetic 
style  by  Messrs.  Payne,  Herbert,  Gray,  Benwell,  Pluck- 
rose, Baldoek,  Powe,  Taylor,  and  Prout,  who  ably 
presided  at  the  piano.  Many  of  the  members  have  been 
out  lately,  but  sport  has  been  indifferent.  Mr.  F.  Plum- 
stead,  however,  and  Mr.  F.  Kezven,  have  both  had  very 
fair  catches  of  roach.  Next  general  meeting  Nov.  7, 
9  pm.  punctually. — C.  E. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Fisoa- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  Oct.  28  onr 
punt  outing  took  placs  at  Twickenham,  with  the  following 
result :  Mr.  J.  H.  Davies,  first,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  E. 
Head,  hon.  member,  second,  roach  and  dace;  and  Mr. 
Fawcett,  third,  roach  and  dace  ;  and  each  of  the  remaining 
seven  members  weighed-in  fish.  Mr.  P.  Allum  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace  from  other  waters,  including  a  nice  roach 
close  on  to  IJ'b.  On  Nov.  4  our  monthly  outing  takes 
place.— J.  H.  Davies. 

Spread  B&gle  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Bird-street,  Lambeth,  S.E.— Wefish  outstanding  prizes  at 
Datchet  on  Nov.  4.  Members  ti  leave  Waterloo  at  8.15 
a.m.;  to  cease  fishing  at  4.30  p,m,.   Two  rods  allowed; 


November  4.  — — 

Abercorn  :  Outing. 
Albion  Brothers :  Match. 

A.  B.S.  :  Competition  at  Richmond. 
Camden  :  Lapsed  prize  outiog. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing. 
Cobden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Convivial :  Outing. 

Barlsfield  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham  ;  Outing  to  Broxbourne. 

Forest  Gate  ;  Match  at  Bures. 

Friendship  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Good  Intent :  Christmas  outing. 

Iziak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Leytonstone  :  Match  at  Southend. 

Lincoln :  Match  at  Waking. 

Oglander  :  Match  at  AVare. 

South  Bermondsey :  Outing. 

Spread  Eagle  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Victoria  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Walworth  Waltonians :  Competition, 

Warwick :  Roving  competition, 

Wenlock  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

White  Hart :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Ye  Olde  Claphim  Rovers  :  Outing. 
November  7. 

Anchor :  Supper. 

St.  Ives :  Lantern  lecture. 

Shepherd's  Bush  :  Competition. 
November  8. 

Sundial :  Supoer  and  distribution. 
November  10. 

B.  S.A.S. :  Pier  competition  at  Deal  (Nov.  10, 11,  12). 
Maldon  and  Heybridge  :  Smoking  concert. 


Nov.  11. — Alma  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

,,  11. — Blnomsburv  Brothers  :  Match. 

,,  11. — Dalston  :  Competition. 

,,  11. — Harlesden  :  Match. 

,,  11, — Oglander  :  Punt  match. 

,,  11. — Phoenix  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

„  11. — Richmond  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

,,  11. — Royal  Oak  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

,,  11. — St.  Albans  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

,,  11. — Twickenham  :  Competition. 

,,  11. — Wellington  :  Sapper  match. 

,,  11.— White  Hnrt :  Chrintmas  prize  outing, 

,,  12. — Allasnn  United  :  Visit, 

„  12.— North-Eist  Brothers:  Visit, 

,,  13. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  17,  18  19. — B  S.A.S. :  Annual  boat  competition, 

,,  17.— United  Old  Friends  :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  18, — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition, 

„  18. — Blenheim  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  18. — Bostonians  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

,,  18. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

„  20. — Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert, 

,,  20. — Oglander  :  Smoking  coEcsrt. 

,,  25. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Pulborougb. 

,,  25. — Brompton  :  Match  at  Bourne  End, 

,,  25. — Walham  Green  :  Supper  match. 

,,  27.— Peckham  Brothers  ;  A.BS.  con  cart  and  lantern 
lecture  by  W.  J.  Wade. 

Dee,  1. — Lvchnobites  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  5. — B.S.A  S, :  Smoking  concert, 

,,  10. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  A.B.S.  competition, 

„  12.— B  S  A.S, :  Pflper  by  Mr.  Churchwood. 

,,  12. — Bostonians  :  Lantern  lecture. 


no  live  bait  to  be  taken  down.  Jack,  eels,  bleak,  &t},, 
barred.— G.  Edwards. 

Stoofewell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  ClaiDham. — Our  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday  last,  with  a  good  attendance  of  members.  The 
resignation  of  our  worthy  secretary  was  accepted  with 
regret.  Messrs.  Tirrell  and  Barker  weighed-in  on  Oct.  28, 
bat  the  takes  were  small.  Will  members  attend  in  force 
on  Tuesday  evening  ?  Important  business  to  be  brought 
forward. — A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — Members  and  friends  vdshing  to 
take  part  in  our  half-yearly  supper  on  Nov.  8  must  give 
their  names  in  by  Tuesday  next.  The  club  and  Messrs. 
G,  W.  Sherman,  H.  Burnham,  and  P.  C.  French  have 
promised  prizes  for  the  A.B.S,  competition  on  Nov,  4. — 
0.  B.  Lock. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian Road,  N. — The  members  of  this  society  fished  for 
a  series  of  six  prizes  on  Thursday  last  at  Shiplake  with  the 
following  result :  First,  Mr.  A.  George,  ll^lb.  of  roach  ; 
second,  Mr.  H.  Maish,  21b.  5oz.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  third, 
Mr,  R.  Mills,  21b.  5oz.  of  perch;  fourth,  Mr.  J.  Wilson, 
21b.  IJoz.  of  roach ;  fifth,  Mr.  H.  0.  Box,  lib.  Sjoz.  of 
roach;  sixth,  Mr.  Martin,  14|oz.  of  roach.  Mr.  A. 
George  has  weighed  in  two  bream  (among  a  take  of  161b  ) 
weighing  respectively  41b.  6Joz.  and  41b,  3oz. — W,  T. 
Lawrence. 

Twickenham  Fisoatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham. — We  had  a  good  attendanca  at  our  weekly 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  when  final  arrangements  were 
made  for  the  competition  to  be  held  on  Nov.  11  and  12, 
Three  prizes  are  already  offered.  Mr.  J.  S.  Spong  has 
been  at  work  again  ;  he  proposed  another  member.  Mr. 
A.  Turner  caught  a  very  nion  roach  from  the  Thames, 
lib.  4|oz.  TLia  is  the  second  Mr.  Turner  has  weighed-in  ; 
he  stands  well  for  the  president's  annual  prize.  Mr. 
Southwood  had  three  jack  from  private  water. — Geo. 
Barron. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford,— On  Oct,  28  the  following  weighed- 


in :  Messrs.  Payne  and  W.  Drage,  roach,  from  Watering- 
bury  ;  J.  Cockerton,  bream,  from  Palborough.  The 
successful  members  in  the  match  at  Ashurst  were  H. 
Sandford,  first ;  H.  Fordham,  second  ;  and  F.  Beak,  third. 
— F.  Beak, 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Society,  lUilway 
.Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich. — We  have  decided  to  hold 
a  smoking  concert  on  Nov.  17  in  aid  of  Brother  G.  Grim- 
wood.  Programmes  Gd.  We  have  been  promised  some  of 
the  best  turns  in  the  district.  Hope  all  members  and 
brother  anglers  who  can  will  attend. — W,  \V.  S-VITh. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.  N.W.  —  On 
Oct.  28  W.  Davies  was  the  only  8ncc38sful  member  of  onr 
outing  ;  the  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  \ov.  4  — 
roving  match,  two  rods.  On  Wednesday  last  we  welcomed 
our  old_  friend  A.  Coureau,  he  having  served  with  the 
C.I.V.  in  South  Africa.  After  club  business  being  over, 
we  indulged  in  harmony,  the  talent  being  supplied  by  J. 
Kerrison,  J.  Toothill,  H.  Clarke,  H.  Austin,  A.  Cook, 
Lindsay,  and  several  others.  During  the  evening  the 
chairman  remarked  how  happy  and  pleased  the  members 
were  to  see  their  oH  friend  and  member  back  again  safe 
and  sound,  and  by  an  unanimous  vote  he  was  reinstated  a 
full  working  member,  thit  business  bringing  a  successful 
evening  to  a  close. — A,  J.  Haine.s. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  fished  a  match  at  Windsor  on  Oct.  14, 
with  the  following  result :  Mr.  Walton,  first;  Mr.  Allan, 
second ;  Mr.  Betts,  third ;  Mr.  Spong,  fourth.  On 
Oct.  21  Mr.  Betts,  roach ;  Mr.  Spong,  roach  ;  Mr.  Win- 
terman,  roach;  Mr.  Walton,  roach.  On  Oct.  28,  Mr. 
Walton,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr,  Allan,  dace.  We  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Oct.  30. — H.  C. 

Walham  Qreeu  and  Cheleea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W,— Delegates  from  the 
Brompton  A.S.  attended  our  meeting,  and  completed 
arrangements  for  a  match  to  take  place  at  Bourne  End  on 
Nov,  25.  Two  rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh,  according  to  their 
rules.  Points,  from  Cookham  Bridge  to  Marlow  Lock ; 
losing  side  to  piy  for  sapper  at  Mr,  Proctor's,  Red  Lion 
Inn,  Bourne  End,  To  go  down  by  first  train  on  the 
morning.  All  members  wishing  to  take  part  will  obige  by 
giving  their  names  in  to  the  secretary  by  Nov.  21,  Mr, 
Templeman  saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Oct.  28  with  a  show 
of  roach  and  dace.  The  delegates  gave  report  of  A.B.S. 
competition,  when  several  members  offered  their  services 
as  stewards. — A.  Glass. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— On  Oct.  28  we  had  a 
fair  show  of  fish :  Mr.  W.  Osment,  roach ;  Mr.  Eaton, 
jack,  41b. ;  Messrs.  Poore,  Clark,  and  Dalton  had  perch. 
We  had  a  very  enjoyable  evening  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  31, 
on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  W,  O.-ment's  (our  new  visitng 
officer)  first  official  visit  at  the  Hounsfield  Otters,  Lower 
Edmonton.  My  best  thanks  for  our  reception  are  due  to 
them,  and  I  wish  th'jm  success — M.  Schocke, 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St,  John-street-road.  N. — 
Oar  members  have  weighed-in  the  following  fish  during 
the  last  few  days  :  Messrs.  Clark,  chub  and  jack,  largest 
jack  31b.  15oz. ;  H.Moore,  carp;  Cuddon,  jick,  31b.  3  jz. 
— M.  Cdddon. 

Walworth  Waltonisns  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern.  Walworth,  S.B. — An  open  competition  is 
arranged  for  Nov.  4,  for  three  lapsed  prizas.  The  only 
sccsessful  member  in  the  last  competition  was  Mr.  A,  J. 
Hammond,  who  weighed  in  two  nice  perch. — W.  W. 

Warwick  Angling  Society.  Lord  Brooke,  Shem- 
hall-street,  Walthamstow.  —  On  Oct.  25  Mr.  H.  Cajley 
was  the  first  ThursiUy  fisherman  to  weigh  in  with  perch, 
dace,  and  roach.  Oa  Oct.  28  Mr,  Harman  weighed  in 
perch. — W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— The  November  outing 
will  take  place  on  the  11th  iast.,  instead  of  4th,  owing  to 
Benevolent  competition.  There  is  also  Mr.  Down's  prize, 
on  same  day,  to  be  fished  for  by  the  giver's  express  wish. 
The  supper  will  tike  place  at  above  house  on  Nov.  20  next. 
All  to  sit  down  at  eight  o'clock.  Members  and  friends 
pleasa  note.— W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— At  our  outing  to  Amberley  on  Oct.  28 
only  one  prizs  was  taken,  viz.,  Mr.  Harden,  with  jack. 
Mr.  Styman  had  roach,  but  failed  to  reach  the  club  limit. 
The  October  monthly  prize  for  jick  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Harden.  Members  please  note  that  we  fish  for  remaining 
prize  on  Nov.  4;  same  place  and  conditions. — H.  Heir. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plnmstead. — A  summoned  meet- 
ing will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  7,  to  consider  a 
special  proposition.  All  members  are  earnestly  exhorted 
to  bs  present  for  this  discussion,  as  it  relates  to  a  late 
membsr  in  distressed  circumstances,  through  illness. 
Several  members  have  been  out,  and  some  good  roach 
have  been  taken,  largest  by  Brother  W.  Taylor,  15oz. — 

J.  R,  HOWCROFT. 

Woolwich  Xnvicta  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street,  Woolwich,  —  On  Oct,  28  our 
members  adjourned  to  the  Old  Victory,  Ware,  to  celebrate 
their  first  annual  outing  and  smokiug  concert,  which  was 
a  grand  success.  Mr.  C.  Foster  occupied  the  chair,  Mr, 
Watts  vice-chair,  and  Mr.  Erank  Brown  musical  director. 
The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony  : 
Messrs.  Watts,  King,  Francis,  W.  King,  Baines,  Madden, 
Gowen,  J.  King,  and  J.  Sullivan.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  the  host  and  hostess  for  their  admirable  catering. 
"  Anld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  the  finish  of  a  very  enjoyable 
evening.  On  Oct.  29  the  members  fished  for  several 
prizes  in  the  upper  waters,  bat  owing  to  strong  winds  and 
bright  water,  the  competition  met  with  little  success. 
Mr.  Maitin,  first,  perch ;  Mr.  Watts,  second,  dace ;  and 
Mr,  King,  three  small  jack,  which  were  returned  to  the 
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water;  also  Mr.  Sullivan,  a  fine  eel,  30in.  long,  2Jlb., 
takpn  while  jjck  fishing. — C.  Foster. 
Ye  Olde  Clapham  Kovers  Angfling^  Society, 

The  Windmill,  Park-road,  Clapham.— Our  annual  supper 
on  Wednesday  last  was  well  attended  by  members  and 
friends  to  the  number  of  fifty-one,  provided  by  the  host 
and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard,  to  whom  all  credit  is 
dae.  after  toasts  to  the  Qaeen,  C.I. V.'s,  friends  present 
and  friends  absent,  our  balance-sheet  for  the  first  quarter 
was  brought  forward  and  showed  a  grand  result.  Prize 
outing  takes  place  on  Nov.  4  from  Eichmond  to  Tedding, 
ton,  so  that  members  can  compete  in  A.B.S.  com- 
petiticn.— F.  Taylor. 


SALMON  SNATCHERS  FINED. 

Three  salmon  poaching  prosecutions  by  the  Dee  Fishery 
Board  were  heard  at  LI  ingoUen  on  Oct.  30. 

One  oaee  was  against  a  lad  named  Albert  Dean,  who 
was  caught  snatching  salmon  at  Llangollen  fish  pass.  He 
had  caught  five,  and  was  fined  .£2  10s.  and  costs. 

An  elderly  gentleman  named  William  Holbrook  was 
fined  £10  and  costs  for  fishing  so  as  to  hinder  salmon  going 
up  the  pass  and  for  using  the  snatoh.  The  defendant 
indignantly  denied  the  charge. 

George  Mayberry,  a  fisherman,  was  fined  £S  103.  and 
costs  for  fishing  without  a  licence,  using  the  snatch,  and 
fishing  in  the  pass. 


THE  SEASON  OF  1900  ON  THE  OORRIB. 
GALWAT. 

The  season  which  came  to  a  close  on  the  Corrib,  the 
15th  ult, ,  was  by  no  means  a  good  one  when  compared 
with  previous  seasons.  This  was  largely  attributable  to 
the  very  unfavourable  weather,  to  which  changes  of  the 
Corrib  is  very  eusseptible  during  the  spring  fishing,  which 
usually  is  excellent.  According  to  the  figures  furnished  to 
a  contemporary  by  that  veteran  angler,  Commander  Law, 
E.N.,  only  119  springerj  were  killed  as  against  18i  fish 
last  jear,  a  decrease  of  seventy-five  fith  ;  thirty  summer 
fish  as  against  sixty-five  last  year,  and  only  568  peal— a 
decrease  of  no  fewer  than  744  from  last  Eeason.  In 
addition  to  this  very  serious  decrease  in  the  number  of 
fish  killed,  there  was  a  marked  absence  of  big  individual 
fish.  Of  course,  the  Corrib  ealmon  do  not  run  as  heavy  as 
those  of  the  Bann,  Shannon,  Blackwater,  &o.— a  30- 
pounder  being  a  very  big  fish  for  it.  Only  half  a  dozen 
fish  over  201b.— one  a  25-ponnder— was  killed.  About  one- 
third  of  the  fish  were  killed  on  the  fly,  and  the  balance  on 
the  pi  awn,  worm,  and  spinning  baits.  There  was,  and  is 
plenty  of  salmon  in  the  liver,  eo  that  the  want  of  sport 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  scarcity  of  fish.  The  Black 
and  Yellow  Goldfinch  was  perhaps  the  best  killing  fly  used 
on  the  river,  as  it  accounted  for  a  large  number  of  fish 
  J.  A.  B. 


Mr.  William  Nash,  of  the  Half  Moon,  St.  Neots 
writes:  "Dear  '  Drag,'— Sorry  to  hfar  you  are  under 
doctor  s  orders.  Come  down  here  for  a  week  or  two  •  we 
will  pull  you  through.  There  has  been  very  little  to  report 
lately,  as  the  water  has  been  '  gin  clear.'  If  it  had  been 
whisky  we  might  have  done  something."  Thanks!  Mr. 
W.  N.  Will  come  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  after  some 
of  those  perch  yon  wot  of. 


There  was  high  iinks  "  on  Monday  evening  last  at  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  when  a  C.I.V,,  the  son  of  the  genial 
manager  of  the  HoJborn  Eestauract  (Mr.  Hamp),  appeared 
upon  the  scene.  The  ovaticn  he  received  from  all  present 
was  immense."  He  looked  remarkably  fit  and  well,  and 
it  18  to  be  hoped  he  will  continue  so. 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

Mr.  J.  Eeddel,  naturalist,  writes:  "Mr.  Tanner  of 
the  Campbell  United  A.S.,  has  been  having  some  fine 
sport  with  pike  and  perch  litely  in  a  private  lake  in 
Middlesex,  amongst  the  take  being  a  pike  42in.  lone 
weighing  201b.,  and  a  perch  21b.  2oz. 


Me.  E.  C.  H.  CoRFE,  of  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel, 
IJeal,  had  a  day  s  sea  fishing  io  company  with  his  wife  on 
Wednesday  last.  In  five  hours  they  took  seventeen  and  a 
half  score  large  whiting,  and  the  next  day  nineteen  score 
in  the  same  number  of  hours.  He  says  "there  seems 
every  prcspect  of  good  sport  being  obtainable."  I've  got 
a  bit  of  a  cough  myself,  but  hope  to  be  well  enough  to 
have  a  day  or  two  shortly  amongst  the  cod  and  whiting 
By  the  way,  Mr.  Corfe  eajs  "  only  a  few  cod  are  at  present 
being  taken."  *^ 
— >  »  ♦  »  <  

The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Club  Chronicle  is  to 
hand.  In  addition  to  the  usual  "  Club  Gossip,"  there  isa 
capital  article  by  the  Editor,  entitled,  "  An  Autumn  Day 

^.^m^M^f.^'  "  Something  About  Carp,"  by  "  Phea- 
sant Tail.  _  The  Hastings  boys  are  nearly  all  sea  anglers 
and  believe  in  maintaining  a  high  standard.  "  The  Com- 
mittee wish  to  impress  upon  members  the  necessity  of 
Bjrictly  adhering  to  the  association's  bye-IawB  in  regard  to 
kiriDg  undertized  fish,  and  hope  that  any  such  fish  will 
immedutely  after  capture  be  returned  to  the  water.  Fold- 
ing fish  measures  plainly  marked  in  itches,  with  the  various 
limits  as  to  size,  can  always  be  obtained  of  the  hon  sees 

il'  lu  ''^.2"8liDg  no  fish  of  any  species  less 

than  8in.  m  length  txualifies  for  a  prize." 


Last  season,"  says  Mr.  T.  Wentworth  Falconoer,  "I 
was  fishing  in  the  Avon  Castle  water  for  pike  with  one  of 
Hardy  Brothers  big  Crocodile  spinners.  A  pike  took  the 
lure,  there  was  a  slight  tension  of  the  line,  and  he  was 
gone  ;  also  the  lure.  I  fitted  on  another  Crocodile  spinner 
and  cast  in  the  same  place,  and  at  once  had  a  pike  on 
After  a  few  minutes'  play  he  was  gaffed  by  Jenkins,  the 
water  keeper  at  Avon  Castle,  and  put  out  of  pain  by  a 
blow  with  a  priest.  Jenkins  then  proceeded  to  gag  the 
pike  preparatory  to  extracting  the  lure  from  the  pike's 
jaws.  He  called  out  to  me  and  said,  '  Look  here,  sir,' 
and  I  looked,  and  there  was  the  first  spinner  hooked  back 
by  the  gills,  and  the  hooks  of  the  second  spinner  were 
parlly  hooked  in  the  pike's  mouth  and  partly  entangled  in 
the  hooks  of  the  firat  spinner.  The  pike  was  about  101b. 
or  lllb." 


Schoolmistress  (just  beginning  a  nioo,  improving 
lesson  upon  minerals  to  the  juniors) :  "  Now,  what  are  the 
principal  things  we  get  out  of  the  earth?"  Youthful 
angler,  :rtat  four  (confidently) :  "  Worms." 

The  greatest  floral  display  of  the  year,  the  National 
Chrysanthemum  Society's  Fifty-third  Annual  Show  and 
Fi'te,  will  be  held  at  the  Eoyal  Aquarium  next  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday.  It  will  be  on  a  gigantic  scale, 
and  will,  without  doubt,  eclipse  even  the  past  triumphs  of 
the  society.  The  whole  of  the  premises— Great  Hall, 
galleries,  and  St.  Stephen's  Hall— will  be  devoted  to,  and 
be  filled  with,  flowers,  plants,  and  fruit.  No  extra  charge 
will  be  made,  and  the  entertainments  will  proceed  as  usual. 


The  Calcutta  Englishman  for  September  describes  the 
flooding  of  the  city  at  the  end  of  the  montb  ;  14Jin.  of 
rainfall  between  Tuesday  night  and  Thursday  morning, 
seon  increased  to  over  20iQ.,  sounds  impressive.  Some 
newspaper  men  surveyed  the  scene  from  a  boat,  in  which 
they  rowed  six  miles,  through  streets  passable  both  by 
oars  and  wheels,  but  diflicnlt  for  either— the  more  that 
the  rule  of  the  road  was  naturally  forgotten  under  the 
circumstances.  Pedestrians  were  passed,  wading  up  to 
their  necks  in  placfs,  and  "scores  of  natives  amusing 
themselves  by  spearing  and  netting  fish  on  the  Maidan." 
The  tanks,  which  contain  fish,  had  everywhere  been  filled  to 
overflowing ;  and  it  ia  recorded  that  a  Babu  excused  his  late 
appearance  by  the  statement  that  "while  wading  knee- 
deep  on  his  way  oflioewards  he  was  much  annoyed  by  large 
fish,  one  of  which  jumped  out  of  the  water  and  struck 
him  in  the  eye." 

 »  ♦  <  »  <  

One  of  the  prizes  in  the  A.B.S.  competition  at  Eich- 
mond on  Nov.  4  consists  of  a  splendid  case  of  fireworks, 
presented  by  that  famous  firm  of  pyrotechnists,  Messrs. 
Jas.  Pain  and  Son.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  competition 
will  "  go  off  "  as  well  as  the  fireworks  are  sure  to  do. 
 >  »  »  »  <  

Whilst  fishing  at  Weymouth  recently  Mr.  J.  Davis,  of 
the  Lychnobite  A.S.,  captured  a  lobster  weighing  2ilb. 
with  rod  and  line. 

 >»»♦<  

"I  AM  going  to,"  says  Mr.  W.  Howlett,  "say  a  few 
words  in  favour  of  the  cheeky  sparrow,  but  only  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  As  you  drive  along,  you  may  see 
immense  flocks  of  them  busy  now  on  the  seeds  and 
stubbles ;  they  are  now  faeding  on  the  noxious  weed  seeds 
that  can  only  ba  got  at  by  their  little  beaks.  If  any  of  the 
many  readers  of  the  Bury  Free  Press  will  for  a  moment 
run  over  in  his  calculation  a  flock  of  sparrows  and  finches, 
say  a  thousand  in  one  flock,  and  each  one  of  them  pick  up 
during  a  day  only  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  seeds,  where  there 
are  perhaps  fifty  or  a  hundred  such  flocks  in  the  same 
neighbourhood.  Multiply  these  and  see  the  enormous 
amount  of  good  these  little  birds  are  doing  the  farmer  and 
agriculturists  generally,  a  little  compensation  for  the 
harm  they  do  when  the  corn  it  in  the  ear." 


Mr.  F.  Gosden,  of  460,  OxFord-road,  Eeading,  is  doing 
a  roaring_  trade  with  his  "  dried  mussels."  Some  excellent 
testimonials  as  to  their  eflicacy  have  Ijeen  received  from 
Malta,  Torbay,  Deal,  Hastings,  &o.,  &a.  In  view  of  the 
forthcoming  Deal  competition  1  should  strongly  recommend 
those  who  have  not  already  done  so  to  try  them. 

 >♦»♦<  


No.  1  (Vol.  V.)  of  the  "  Thames  Angling  News "  is 
just  to  hand,  and,  as  usual,  is  full  of  interesting  matter. 
In  an  editorial  note  Mr,  Amphlett  reminds  subscribers 
that  their  subs,  are  now  due,  tnl  that  for  the  future  the 
price  will  be  one  penny  (Is.  6d.  per  annum  post  free).  A 
specimen  copy  will  be  sent  on  application  to  40,  High- 
street,  Kingston-on-Thames. 


The  editor  of  "  T,  A.  N.  "  sajs  that  the  Thames  has 
been  too  clear  and  low  during  the  past  month  for  succeis- 
ful  fishing,  but  the  few  showers  we  have  had  recently 
should  "  give  a  little  colour  to  the  water,"  when  good 
sport  will  be  had  amongst  roach,  chub,  and  perch.  Near 
the  Metropolis  he  leooncmends  Datchet  for  roach  after  a 
good  push  of  water,  Staines  also  being  a  good  station. 
Higher  up  the  river  Marlow  and  Henley  should  be  tried, 
and  the  latter  station  is  good  for  pike  and  perch.  The 
Oxford  district  also  yields  some  good  pike  in  the  winter 
months. 

 >»»♦<  

In  addition  to  a  full  account  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Thamee  Eestocking  Association,  there  is  an  admirable 


article  by  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi  on  "  Thames  Carp  Fishing  •  " 
(Thames  Eoaoh  Fishing  in  Winter,"  by  F.  H  A  • 
"  Thames  Perch  Pishing,"  by  0.  H.  Wheeley;  "  A  Day 
Among  the  Grayling,"  by  Mr.  Shirley  Fox,  &o.,  &o. 
Altogether  the  number  is  a  moat  excellent  one,  and  auauri 
well  for  its  continued  success. 


A  NICE  example  of  a  counter-claim  comes  from  the 
provinces.  A  retriever  engaged  in  chasing  a  rnftled  cat 
rushed  headlong  in^o  a  closed  door,  smashed  it,  and  its 
own  nose  as  well.  The  owner  of  the  door  sued  the  owner 
of  the  dog  for  "damages  to  door,  10s."  By  return  of 
post  the  dog's  master  replied  :  "To  damages  for  having 
converted  a  docile  retriever  into  an  evil-locking  bulldog, 
10s.   Suppose  we  cry  quits  !  " 


It  is  (juite  easy  to  satisfy  indignant  voters  who  find  they 
have  lost  their  votep,  if  only  the  officials  at  polliDg-bootha 
keep  their  heads.  "  Why  haven't  I  got  a  vote  ?  "  demanded 
an  angry  angler  ;  "  why  isn't  my  name  on  your  register  ? 
The  official  turned  up  several  old  registers,  and  at  last 
replied,  quite  politely:  "My  dear  sir,  you've  been  dead 
two  years."  The  corpse  walked  out  in  a  perfectly  subdued 
manner. 


The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Shooting  Tirwes  willbe 
published  on  Nov.  27,  It  is  quite  distinct  from  the 
ordinary  weekly  issue,  and  its  price  is  6d,  It  will  be 
profusely  illustrated,  and  contain  a  choice  selection  of 
yarns,  &b.,  from  some  of  the  best  known  sportsmen  of  the 
day. 



A  parrot  in  a  certain  house  was  usually  kept  in  the 
dining  room  with  the  family,  but  during  the  winter  was 
removed  to  the  kitchen  for  greater  warmth.  When  the 
winter  was  past,  it  again  made  its  appearance  among  the 
family,  whom  it  amused  with  the  new  remarks  it  had 
picked  up  in  the  kitchen.  On  one  occasion,  when  the  hill 
had  been  rung  for  something,  the  parrot  was  heard  re- 
marking  from  his  cage  :  "  Let  'em  ring  again  !  " 


A  COUNTRY  man  in  London  writes :  "  Although  the 
Fishing  Gazette  is  strictly  non-political,  perhaps  you  will 
allow  me  to  say  that  electioneering  is  a  most  exciting 
pastime,  very  much  resembling  angling,  inasmuch  as  there 
are  as  many  and  as  various  baits  employed  to  capture 
voters  as  to  catch  fish,  and  each  is  successful  when  used  at 
the  proper  time,  '  Peace  at  any  price '  has  long  been 
out  of  date,  and  so  has  '  Three  acres  and  a  cow,'  which 
was  much  used  at  one  time,  but  found  to  be  too  unwieldy 
for  general  purposes.  '  Old  age  pensions '  also  had  its 
day,  but  was  found  to  he  too  expensive  to  procure,  as  it 
would  cost  mere  than  the  present  war,  and  swamp  the 
smaller  insurance  offices  into  the  bargain.  '  Peace, 
retrenchment,  and  reform '  may  again  be  useful  at  some 
future  date,  but '  Home  Eule  '  is  now  quite  out  of  fashion. 
During  the  present  general  election  most  voters  have  baen 
hooked  by  khaki-coloured  baits,  which  are  much  thought 
of  and  admired  by  the  ladies  who,  fortunately  or  unfortu- 
nately, are  not  yet  entrusted  with  votes  on  their  own 
account,  or  many  more  voters  would  fall  "  victims  "  to  it. 


A  contemporaby  says  that  in  a  fishing  village  in 
South  Dorset  recently  a  man  on  being  canvassed  on 
behalf  of  the  Unionist  candidate,  replied:  "  Noa,  I  be 
going  to  vote  Eadical."  On  being  pressed  for  hij  reason 
for  80  doing,  he  explained:  "  Yaes,  I  be  going  to  vote 
Eadical,  'cause  when  Consarvities  is  in  the  mackerel 
sayjon  be  always  poor." 

•■    >  ♦  I  «  ( 

In  an  inteiejting  article  on  Psychologie  Animale  the 
Journal  des  De'bats  tells  how  Sir  Edwin  Lindscer, 
when  salmon  fishing  in  Norway,  landed  a  salmon ;  but, 
the  lad  who  carried  his  basket  being  absent  for  a  moment, 
Sir  Edwin  placed  the  fish  on  the  ground  and  covered  it 
with  handsful  of  grass.  When  the  lad  returned  the  place 
where  the  fish  had  been  placed  in  the  shade  was  indicated, 
and  he  was  told  to  get  it,  but  it  could  not  be  found  ;  on 
the  other  hand,_the  prints  of  catties'  hoofs  were  found  on 
the  spot  where  it  had  been.  The  mystery  was  presently 
cleared  by  the  testimony  of  a  peasant,  who  said  that  one 
of  the  cows  feeding  in  the  meadow  had  devoured  the  fi)h. 
A  similar  case  is  mentioned  in  the  Field  of  last  April. 
Cows,  it  appears,  have  most  accommodating  appetites  and 
digestion.  When,  in  the  sixties,  an  Oxford  cow  was 
credited  with  swallowing  a  mackintosh,  it  drew  from 
Osbprn  Gordon,  then  the  well-known  witty  censor  of 
Christ  Church,  the  expression  of  a  hope  that  its  milk 
would  now  be  waterproof. 


Old  Salt  :  "  How  do  you  like  sea  fishing,  old  man  ?  " 
Landlubber  (seasick  and  weakly) :  "  Why,  I  could  die  sea 

fishing." 

As  was  to  be  expscted,  the  illustrated  lantern  k  ebure 
given  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Epsom 
anglers  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  on  Tuesday  evening  last  was 
a  great  succcps.  The  president,  Mr.  Coles,  occupied  the 
chair.  The  Epsomites  were  quite  surprised  to  learn  that 
there  were  bo  many  lovely  and  likely  fishing  spots 
obtainable  on  the  South-Eaitern  Eailway.  Mr.  Wade  is 
an  adept  with  his  camera,  and  as  the  various  scenes  were 
depicted  on  the  screen  he  was  heartily  applauded.  T  hopi 
shortly  to  give  an  account  of  the  lecture,  which  "  bristles  " 
with  useful  information.  The  T.A.P.S.  box  was  handed 
round,  and  became  much  heavier.  Amongst  the  "  pretty  " 
pictures  was  one  inscribed  "  Dbagnet." 
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Wotes  from  i^e  ^ori^. 

SOxMB  300  salmon  were  transplanted  the  week  before  last 
on  the  Don,  and  at  the  time  it  waa  said  that  the  operations 
were  after  the  usual  successful  manner.  However, 
Mr.  James  A.  Horton  writes,  animadverting  on  the  rough 
manner  in  which  the  fish  were  handled,  and  statiag  that 
some  25  per  cent,  were  lost  through  unskilful  manage- 
ment. — — 

That  it  should  be  necessary  to  transplant  fish  on  a 
salmon  river  to  cava  their  lives  is  a  standing  disgrace, 
especially  when  it  is  considered  that  the  water  which  the 
fish  should  have  to  swim  in  has  been  abstracted  to  drive 
the  numerous  turbines  in  the  mills,  axd  so  leave  a  bigger 
margin  of  profit  than  if  coal  were  employed. 

The  Dee  anglers  have  been  most  successful  with  the  ily, 
and  of  these  the  smaller  Double  Iron,  of  about  IJin.,  was 
the  most  successful  killing  size. 

The  Marquis  of  Hnnbly  gave  a  very  interesting  account 
of  the  Dee  Salmon  Fishing  Improvement  Association 
before  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Commissioners  last  week, 
and,  were  the  system  made  compulsory  over  all  Scotland, 
England,  and  Ireland,  which  is  meantime  but  a  voluntary 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  Dee  proprietors,  the 
necessity  for  Salmon  Fishery  Commissioners  would  cease. 


Mr,  Joe  Farquharson,  A,Il.A.,  waslast  week  entertained 
in  the  Grand  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  by  his  northern  brother- 
artists  and  others  who  form  the  bulk  of  the  Pen  and 
Pencil  Club,  The  Marquis  of  Huntly  was  in  the  chair, 
and  the  distinguished  artist's  health  was  most 
enthusiastically  pledged.  ____ 

Moat  of  Joe's  pictures  have  been  inspired  by  hia 
excursions  along  the  banks  of  the  Feugh,  one  of  Dee's 
most  famous  trout  streams.  With  his  rod  and  a  favourite 
dog  or  two  he  spends  many  an  hour  among  the  brown  trout. 


Early  on  Sunday  morning  the  fishery  cruiser  Vigilant 
bore  down  on  the  German  trawler  Dresden,  of  Bremen, 
within  the  three-mile  limit,  near  the  Island  of  La  wis,  and 
next  day  he  waa  fined,  after  proof,  £100  or  sixty  days  in 
gaol.  _ 

The  angling  rental  of  the  Dee  is  over  £11,500.  This  is 
only  about  a  fourth  of  the  money  spent  in  connection  with 
salmon  angling  on  one  stream  alone. 


Dr.  McDonald,  Mossat,  Donaide,  landed  a  fish  on  Satur- 
day of  21Jlb.,  while  Mr.  Kennedy,  keeper,  bad  another  of 
151b. — the  like  of  which  has  not  been  seen  so  far  inland 
for  a  dozen  or  so  years  back  and  more. 

The  Deyeron  fished  extremely  well  during  the  closing 
day,  especially  about  the  nominally  free  waters  at  Huntly. 
Some  grand  sport  was  also  got  on  the  Bogie,  which  is  also 
included  in  the  Huntly  free  water. 

During  the  past  few  days  the  sport  obtained  on  the 
Tweed  has  been  quite  phenomenal.  The  Duke  of 'Rox- 
burghe  had,  one  day,  2161b.  in  the  aggregate,  including 
some  22,  21,  and  20-pounders,  On  Floors  Castle  waters 
three  anglers  divided  sixty  salmon  scaling  up  to  231b.  The 
Tweed  promises  a  glorious  back-end, 

H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  presented  Mr,  Donald 
Cameron,  head  keeper  at  Glenmuick,  with  a  handsome  out 
glass  silver-mounted  spirit  flask,  and  the  Grand  Duke 
Michael  gave  him  a  handsome  gold  scarf  pin. 

Sir  Cosmo  Dutf  Gordon,  in  closing  his  shooting  and 
fishing  season  on  the  Maryculter  water,  entertained  the 
tenantry,  gillies,  and  friends  to  a  grand  supper  and  ball  at 
Maryculter  House.  He  has  had  an  excellent  all-round 
season.  — — 

The  proprietors  on  Speyside  are  not  to  let  the  grass 
grow  under  their  feet.  Two  of  them,  having  extensive 
interests  in  the  Aberlour  and  Craigellachie  dietricta,  have 
brought  an  action  for  pollution  against  the  leading  distillery 
for  polluting  the  Carron,  and  hence  the  Spey. 

Special  Scotch 


Iprovittcial  1FlotC6 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  recent  rains  have  done  much  to  benefit  our  local 
streams  and  rivers.  Up  till  Saturday  morning  last  the 
livers  were  very  fine,  but  since  then  rain  has  fallen,  and, 
aa  a  consequence,  the  whole  of  our  waters  are  now  in  a 
good  state  for  angling;  and  as  the  weather  is  of  the 
mildest  detcription  for  the  time  of  the  year,  roach  fishing 
will  be  followed  up  for  some  time  to  come.  Some  of  our 
waters  close  ta  Birmingham  have  provided  good  sport,  and 
some  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made.  The 
reservoirs  at  Perry  Barr  and  the  canal  have  turned  out 
some  very  fine  roach  of  late,  the  largest  being  one  that 
was  brought  to  me  on  Monday  morning  last  by  the  host  of 
the  Tra  vellers'  Beat  Club.  The  fish  was  a  nice  specimen, 
and  weighed  over  lib.  9oz.  This  fish  has  been  sent  to  be 
set  up  for  the  club.  Some  very  good  roaoh  have  been 
takea  lately  from  the  Avon.  The  fish  are  now  taking  the 
paste  in  preference  to  the  wheat  and  malt.  Some  good 
catches  of  roach  have  been  had  from  Binton,  Bidford, 
and  Harvington,  and  some  good  daoe  from  the  Arrow' 
near  to  Wixford.  A  few  decent  chub  have  been  taken! 
but  none  have  reached  21b.  in  weight.  Several  small  pike 
hare  been  taken  ;  but  the  large  fish  ha^e  n«t  hs  yt  V-eon 


noticed  to  be  on  the  feed.  Matters  have  been  rather  quiet 
on  the  Trent,  as  only  a  limited  number  of  members  have 
been  out  to  the  water.  Chub  fishing  has  now  commenced 
on  the  Severn.  Blood  and  braina  has  been  tried,  but  no 
large  fish  have  been  landed.  The  fishing  at  Upton  Magna 
is  still  good,  and  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch  up  to 
121b.  have  been  taken  by  the  Birmingham  anglers,  who 
have  a  great  regard  for  the  fishiag  here.  Some  good  fieh 
have  been  taken  below  Lincombe  Weir  down  to  Hampstill 
House,  aad  also  at  Kemsey,  which  is  now  one  of  the 
favourite  resorts  of  the  Worcester  and  Birmingham 
anglers.  A  large  number  of  anglers  are  now  in  the  habit 
of  fishing  what  is  known  as  the  Spring  Planks  at  Alrewas. 
At  this  part  the  river  Trent  runs  through  the  canal,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  the  fishing  is,  on  the  whole,  very 
good.  Some  good  catches  of  roaoh  and  perch  have 
been  taken  of  late  from  the  place  mentioned,  and  also 
from  the  eame  canal  at  Barton  and  Fradley  Junction. 
Our  other  canals  have  also  been  fished  with  good  results. 
A  party  of  the  Anglers'  Debating  Society  visited  the  river 
Teme  on  Saturday  last  to  fish  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund's 
water,  but  as  the  day  was  wet  and  windy  sport  was  very 
poor.  Still  the  party  enjoyed  the  outing,  and  are  looking 
forward  to  another  visit.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  fished 
another  bye-contest  on  Sunday  last  in  the  canal  at  Kings- 
bury. Forty-two  members  competed  for  twenty-two 
prizes  left  over  from  their  former  contests,  the  result  being 
that  Mr.  W.  Groves  was  first;  Mr.  W.  Kimberley,  second  ; 
Mr.  Marshall,  third ;  Mr.  W.  Morris,  fourth ;  Mr.  W. 
Weston,  fifth ;  and  Mr.  A.  Kimberley,  sixth.  The  whole 
of  the  prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  Fred  Hughes  acted  as 
referee.  The  prizes  were  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening 
last.  The  West  End  Society  fished  a  bye-contest  on 
Sunday  last.  A  fair  number  of  the  members  competed  for 
a  nic3  collection  of  prizes.  The  contest  was  fished  under 
the  association  rales,  the  chief  prize  winners  being  in  the 
order  named:  H.  Coleman,  C.  Wainwright,  W.  Stone, 
jun.,  J.  Nook,  W.  Wilkes,  H.  Lowe,  A.  Harding,  G. 
Tyler,  and  G.  W,  Griffiths.  The  contest  was  fished  at 
Kemsey,  and  the  winner's  weight  was  41b.  SJoz.  I  hear 
on  good  authority  that  two  of  our  crack  roach  fishermen 
are  about  to  fish  a  match  in  the  near  future.  A  special 
general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association 
will  ba  held  on  Thursday  evening  next,  Nov.  8,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  the  chief  officer  for  1901. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  downpour  of  rain  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  has 
greatly  improved  the  angling  prospects  in  the  Fen  District, 
and  roach,  which  had  practically  been  dead  off  their  feed 
for  some  time  previously,  are  now  showing  much  better 
SDort.  Trolling,  however,  is  attracting  by  far  the  greater 
share  of  attention  just  now,  and  many  good  pike  have 
been  captured,  chiefly  with  the  aid  of  live  bait.  The 
middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham  have  been  well 
patronised,  and  pike  weighing  up  to  91b.  have  been  taken. 
On  the  Forty-foot  the  best  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
Donipgton  district.  Those  operating  on  the  lengths  of 
the  river  between  the  Sloop  Inn  and  the  railway  bridge 
have  done  very  weU  indeed,  one  rod  capturing  no  less  than 
six  pike  in  about  two  hours  on  Monday,  weighing  in  the 
aggregate  271b.  Roaching  on  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain 
should  be  good  now  that  the  rain  has  come.  This  is 
always  a  reliable  stream,  even  in  a  dry  time,  but  it  is 
generally  excellent  when  better  conditions  prevail.  Creed 
wheat  and  maggots  are  proving  alluring  baits,  and  bags  of 
101b.  and  121b.  have  been  made  since  Saturday.  Sport  on 
the  Welland  and  Glen  is  also  improving,  after  a  compara- 
tively quiet  time.  The  week-end  excursions  to  the  Fen 
District  have  been  discontinued,  and  angling  is  now  largely 
confined  to  local  sportsmen. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  angling  societies  have  now  wound  up  their 
match  fishing  season,  and  during  the  back-end  matches  by 
far  the  best  sport  has  been  obtained  in  those  that  were 
decided  on  the  river  Ludd,  it  being  also  one  of  the  best  and 
fairest  fishing  grounds  for  pegged-down  matches  at  this 
season  of  the  year.   The  Hull  Town  Angling  Society 
fished  their  fourth  and  last  match  of  the  season  on  its 
banks  at  Firebeacon,  the  competitors  participating  in 
excellent  sport,  and  at  the  call  of  time  Mr.  C.  Clarkson 
was  adjudged  the  first  priie  winner  with  a  catch  of 
5Ib.  10|oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Jordan,  second,  51b.  8Joz. ;  Mr.  W. 
Harrison,  third,  51b,  l|oz. ;  and  Mr,  W,  Scott,  fourth, 
51b,  IJoz. ;  the  other  members  taking  part  mostly  having 
fair  catches  of  fish,  whilst  in  private  angling  some  very 
nice    takes    are   being    made   both  at   Austin  Fen, 
Fulstow,  and  Thoresby  Bridge,  and  from  here  down 
to_  the   lock   some   good   pike   have  been  taken  by 
spinning  J  but  at  the  end  of  the  week  the  weather  was  so 
unpropitious  that  few  anglers  ventured  out,  yet  the  recent 
rains  have  given  a  nice  colour  to  the  waters,  and  with  finer 
weather  sport  should  be  very  fair.    Before  the  stormy 
weather  on  Friday  some  very  good  takes  of  roach  were 
being  made  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river  Hull,  especially 
at  Hull  Bridge,  Figham,  and  Wawjje,  one  angler  taking 
over  two  stones  of  nice  fish  in  the  Figham  district,  most 
of  the  fish  averaging  about  ^Ib.  each;  and  near  Hull 
Bridge,  Messrs.  W.  J.  Barker,  Cheeseman,  and  others  had 
catches  of  31b.  to  about  71b.  each,  some  of  the  fish  runniog 
up  to  Ijlb.  each,  and  one  angler  is  credited  with  one  from 
the  same  district  of  lib.  12oz,  A  few  good-sized  pike  have 
also  been  taken  between  Hull  Bridge  and  Arram  Beck- 
end,  the  best  fish  going  about  51b,   Very  poor  sport  has 
been  anticipated  in  the  upper  waters  of  lat«,  they 
being   rather   low   and  clear,  but  the  recent  heavy 
rains  have  improved  conditions  somewhat,  and  should 
fine  weather  intervene  sport  in  these  waters  should 
much  improve.    The  Starr  Angling  Society,  of  Stone- 
ferry,  wound  up  their  season  on  the  river  on  Cicey 
Fiatts,  but  only  moderate  sport  was  obtained.    The  first 
three  prizes  were  awarded  to  Messrs,  E.  Downes,  I. 
Hatterslev,  aud  R,  Downe?,  tb?  cU'.b'a  i?oW  ujBclal  this 


season  being  won  by  Mr.  L.  Linsley.  Our  local  societies 
are  now  making  arrangements  for  their  annual  meetings, 
election  of  officers,  &c,,  and  several  annual  dinners  are 
shortly  to  take  place  ;  and  the  "  light  fantastic  "  is  also 
again  well  to  the  front  amongst  our  city  anglers,  for  on 
Friday  evening  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Tigress 
Angling  Club  will  dance  together  at  the  St.  George's 
HaU,  to  be  followed,  at  the  same  place,  on  the  12th  inet., 
by  the  George  and  Dragon  Angling  Society  with  a  like 
entertainment.  On  Wednesday  evening  next,  7th,  the 
Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association 
will  hold  a  council  meeting  at  the  Queen's  Hotel, 
chair  to  be  taken  at  8  p.m.  The  Market  Weighton 
Canal  is  now  in  much  better  order  for  anglers  than  of  late, 
and  pike  are  providing  very  fair  sport,  especially  between 
Newport  and  Broomlleet,  and  in  some  parts  a  few  nice 
roach  have  been  taken  with  paste.  The  Derwent,  at 
Stamford  Bridge,  was  visited  last  week  by  a  party  of  Hull 
anglers,  and  a  few  nice  pike  taken  ;  but  anglers  visiting 
the  lower  lengths  did  very  little,  the  river  being  much 
flooded  ;  but  as  the  tides  are  more  suitable  this  week,  no 
doubt  conditions  will  have  much  improved.  The  Bruns- 
wick Angling  Society  will  hold  their  annual  spread  at 
headquarters  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  and  to-day 
(Saturday)  the  North  Myton  Association  fish  a  special 
match  on  the  Hull  at  Hull  Bridge, 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

There  is  a  lot  of  news  from  the  town  of  Warrington,  and 
it  is  with  regret  that  we  record  much  of  it  of  a  sad  kind. 
First  of  all  comes  the  painfully  sudden  death  of  Mr,  A. 
Kibble.  To  lose  a  friend  who  only  a  few  hours  before  was 
enjoying  the  delights  of  angling  is  an  item,  fortunately,  not 
often  our  experience.  Hardly  waa  the  grave  closed  over 
the  mortal  remains  of  Mr.  Kibble  than  we  are  again 
shocked  by  the  announcement  that  Mr.  James  Welsby,  of 
the  Golden  Ball  Angling  Society,  has  also  tackled  up 'for 
the  last  time.  It  is  hard  to  say  good-bye  to  two  such 
genuine  sportsmen,  but  it  has  to  be  done.  An  amusing 
match  has  taken  place  at  Warrington,  between  two  cracks, 
for  a  substantial  stake,  in  the  canal  at  Statham.  For 
two  mortal  hours  of  wet  and  wind  they  toiled,  but,  like 
the  fishermen  of  old,  caught  nothing,  not  even  a 
CDld.  The  Wyre  has  been  in  good  order,  but  still 
the  catches  of  fish  appear  to  have  been  less.  A 
local  fly,  the  Professor,  proved  one  of  the  most  useful. 
The  Lune  has  also  been  in  order,  and  in  the  Tenby 
district  several  salmon  of  good  weights  are  reported.  At 
Hornby  Castle  a  few  fish  are  also  mentioned,  and  there  are 
plenty  ascending  the  river.  The  close  season  commenced 
yesterday,  the  2nd.  At  Liverpool  things  are  busy ;  they 
usually  are  all  through  the  duU  season.  The  Centrals  at 
their  last  match  at  Kossett  did  well,  the  weights  being 
above  the  average  for  a  match,  A  second  match,  at 
Eooleston  Ferry,  also  produced  good  weights.  This  event 
terminated  a  sequence  of  three  cup  matches.  Other  clubs 
in  Liverpool  mentioned  in  reports  are  the  Nelson,  due 
at  Chester  to-morrow,  Nov.  4.  The  Cyprus  Angling 
Society  were  noted  for  a  match  on  Oct.  28,  at  Sandhills  ; 
the  Edgehill  Angling  Society  the  same  day,  at  Liuacre  ; 
and  the  West  Derby  at  Bromborough,  Mr,  P,  Ball,  the 
veteran  of  St.  Helena,  is  shining  brilliantly  in  the 
various  canary  and  other  bird  shows  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  He  has  taken  several  hundred 
awards,  and  promises  to  be  as  successful  in  this 
hobby  as  he  has  been  in  former  years  at  fishing. 
From  one  or  two  sources  we  have  good  reports  of  the 
prospects  of  the  spawning  season  for  trout.  Already  a 
large  number  of  fish  are  on  the  favourite  grounds,  and 
nearly  ready  for  their  duties.  Several  ripe  fish  have  been 
met  with  this  week.  In  the  Farnworth  district  the  local 
association  are  congratulating  themselves  on  progress  in 
the  past  year.  They  have  acquired  additional  waters  for 
their  members,  and  have  vindicated  their  rights  to  the 
same  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  Clifton  anglers  are 
also  going  strong, 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 

The  headquarters  of  the  Derby  Angling  Society  is  likely 
to  be  the  resting  place  of  a  very  fine  specimen  of  English 
carp.    Mr.  W.  Lever  has  secured  a  fish  for  preservation 
which  weighs  over  131b,,  and  he  intends  having  it  set  up. 
This  noted  club  will  in  a  very  short  time  have  at  their 
clubhouse  a  collection  of  specimens  equal  to  almost  any 
other,  and  surpassed  by  very  few ;  but  this  cannot  be  accom- 
plished in  a  minute ;  if  enthusiasm  and  pluck  will  do  the 
job  it  is  to  be  done.  The  Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society 
announce  Nov.  19  as  the  date  of  their  annual  "  smoker." 
They  have  decided  to  fill  up  the  few  existing  vacancies, 
and  will  charge  new  members  from  the  date  of  entrance 
and  10s.  6d.  entrance  fee.  The  annual  meetingof  theCounty 
Palatine  Angling  Association  wiU  take  place  next  Thursday, 
the  8th,  at  headquarters,  100,  Market-street.  This  meeting 
is  sure  to  be  well  attended,  and  the  business  is  important. 
The  association  since  the  day  of  its  inception  has  done  a 
lot  of  good  work  in  federating  the  two  classes  of  anglers  in 
this  city.   The  same  remark  applies  to  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association,  who  can  also  claim  a  splendid  record. 
Unfortunately  the  latter  association  have  a  few  unruly 
spirits  to  deal  with,  and  they  have  applied  for  membership 
in  the  CP. A. A.    Without  entering  into  the  merits  of  the 
case,  it  may  be  said  "  that  the  best  form  of  government  is 
that  which  rules  with  the  least  amount  of  friction."    It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  delegates  of  the  C.P.A.A.  will  not 
cause  any  friction  with  the  Warrington  A. A.  by  in  any 
way  encouraging  insubordination,  or  they  may  experience 
the  same  difficulty  some  day.    Our  latest  new  club  appears 
to  be  going  ahead.    Mr.  Teale  reports  great  progress. 
Mr,  F.  Garner  has  been  appointed  the  first  president,  and 
a  code  of  rules  has  been  submitted,  many  of  which  are 
adopted,  and  the  rest  under  careful  consideration.  There 
is  to  be  no  hurry.    In  the  published  reports  of  the  N.A.A 
annual  at  Crewe,  last  Saturday,  it  is  stated  that  regret  wa^ 
esrreesed  f'at  this  city  ar>  loDge;  rras  affiliated.    It  is  a 
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DAVID  SLATER 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

TO  PIKE  ANGLERS 

The  "  Champion "  Greenheart 
Pike  BiOd,  two  tops,  Universal  winch 
fittings,  and  rubber  button,  20s. 

4-inch    best    Combination  Reel, 

centre  pin  action,  optional  check,  in  hard 
polished  walnut,  17s. 

100  yards  special  8-plait  undressed 
Silk  Line,  fine  but  exceptionally  strong, 
7s.  6d. 

^The  above  Outfit,  value  45s.,  for  £2. 


VERY  SXJFEBIOS 

EBONITE  CENTRE  PIN  REEL 


Check    action,  barnished   flttings,  aluminium 
flange,  steel  centre,  and  beautifully  finished. 

3         3J         4         4i         5  inches. 
11/-    12/-     13/-     14/-    15/- each. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

NATURAL  BAIT? 

25  TEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish 
taking  a  paste  bait.  Two  colours,  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALEES,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  la.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  157, 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Pbbsident:  Sir  EDWABD  BIBKBEOK,  Bart. 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  B.  RAILWAYS 

1st  OCTOBER  to  3iat  MARCH. 
Amenta  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Eestaurant  Prascati,  Oxford-street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Charles 
S.  Pattbeson,  150,  Mansion  House-cham- 
beri,  11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 


Anglers  -wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Pishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  advts.,  18  words,  6d. ;  30  aords,  le., prepaid 
Address  :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  I  |ANDERS0NS'  gold  medal  WADEWS 


ANDEONS'iWn 


The  "HAMPSHIRE" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

Mads  in  Five  Qualities. 


The 

"BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  [TD. 

(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers), 

37|  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 

And  at  CARDIFF,  8,  QUEEN  STREET. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  |  [  ANDERSONS'gold  medal  WADERS 


__The  Best  Weekly  Paper  /or  tlie  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

3a  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id; 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.O.G."  in  every  issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  t© 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Xeweagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  frcm 

n»  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  Office.  TUDOR  ST..  E.C. 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO=YEAR=OLD  TROUT  for  SALE. 

RAINBOWS  a  speciality ;  reared  as  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food ;  sold  by  guaranteed 
minimum  measurement,  not  by  average.  Mollusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c.  "Pep- 
tonised  Fish  Meal,"  made  from  pure  flsh,  patented  by  Herr  Jaff(5 ;  sole  British  agent.  Inspection 
invited.    Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  list  to — 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


SEA  TROUT  &  SALMON  FISHERS 

WANTED  TO  TET  MY 

6REENHEART  RODS. 

Perfect  balance,  with  Cork  bandies,  best  solid 
winch  flttings,  German  sliver  snake  rings, 
doable  brazed,  and  revolving  top  ring,  in  three 
pieces,  and  in  partitioned  bag.  14ft.,  3S/-; 
15ft  ,  40/-;  16tt.,  45/-;  17ft.,  50/-;  17ft.  6m., 
65/-;  18ft..  60/-.  Both  for  ease  and  length  of 
cast  these  Bods  cannot  be  equalled.   If  not  to 

purchasers'  expectations  money  returned. 
Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
whioh  also  includes  information  of  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


Sbe  AddrbbB: 

THOIVIAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CEOWN   STEEET,  COCKEEMOUTH. 


The  Lightest  Bods  in  use.  Weight,  8oz.  to  19oz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  48.  8d.  cas2'?)W. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch  flttings,  lanoewood 
top,  bag;  In  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle.  Is.  extra. 

"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  Fishino  Gazette. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  R0D,3-jolnt, 
balance  tiandle,  cane,  lanoewood  top,  snaEe  .rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz. 
Price,  10ft.,  4s.  9d. ;  lOift.,  6s.  4d.  ;  lift.,  6s.  lOd. ; 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Out,  flrst  quality,  SOin.,  3s.  Sd. 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gut,  ISln.,  flrst 
quality,  8s.  9d. ;  yard  Gut  Casts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


BOO  T 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant, 


TBADE 


MABK. 

THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresh  Fish. 
15/-  per  cwt.,  delivered  England  and  Wales. 

LIVERINE  LIMITED  GRIMSBY. 


Anglers  -wishiiiK  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHODLD  ABTBHTI6K  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  Sl  Dorset; 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  advts.,  25  words  for  iB.,  prepaid. 
Address :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Btreamsi 

SHOULD  AOTESTIBE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOORNAL. 

Sharges  very  moderate. 
Address :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  Ac, 

SHODLD  ABVEBIISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Camb  Idge 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books, 
send  2s.  6d.  In  itamps  for  a  copy  post  free  every 
week  for  8  monthi  of  "  Thh  Publishbbs'  Oib- 
oitlAb  and  Booksbllbbs'  Bhoobd,"  St.  Don- 
■tw't  Honu,  Fatter  Lane,  London. 
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pity  this  item  was  not  taken  into  consideration  before  it 
was  decided  to  adopt  the  policy  of  killing  the  Manchester 
centre,  which  was  the  life  and  soul  of  the  N.A.A,  when 
that  association  was  nnder  a  cloud.  We  now  have  an 
excellent  association  of  our  own  in  the  O.P.A.A. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  little  sport  contiDnes  to  be  the  rule  in  these  waters, 
roach  and  bream  being  off  the  feed,  except  in  the  Yare 
and  Wensum  just  at  their  coofluence  immediately  below 
Norwich,  where  a  few  bream  are  bw'ng  taken.  A  few  pike 
have  been  caught.  On  Oct.  21st  a  Mr.  White,  of 
Norwich,  took  a  nice  fish  of  17|lb.  on  live  bait  in  the  River 
Wensum  at  Cossey.  The  waters  continue  fairly  clear  and 
in  condition  for  pike  fishing,  but  quite  against  the  roach 
angler,  who  wants  more  rain. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Little  fishing  has  been  possible  since  Saturday,  in 
consequence  of  high  winds  and  rain.  On  Wednesday  the 
Trent  was  running  in  very  thick  volume,  with  the  water 
still  rising,  the  rise  being  due  to  a  heavy  downpour  during 
the  night.  _  Prior  to  the  change,  pike  and  chub  anglers 
were  enjoying  sport  on  most  reaches  of  the  river.  At 
Shardlow  Mr.  G.  B.  Hemson  landed  a  beauty  of  lO^lb., 
having  one  in  the  previous  week  of  12Jlb.,  and  large 
specimens  were  forthcoming  from  King's  Mills,  West 
Stoke,  and  Kneeton  Hills.  On  the  last  named  reach  Mr. 
T.  Foster  and  Mr.  J.  Henson  were  to  the  fore  amongst 
chub,  and  below,  or  at  Fiskerton,  our  correspondent  and 
friend  creeled  several  very  pretty  fish.  Mr.  W.  Marshall 
had  half  a  dozen  from  Shardlow,  the  whole  of  the  takes 
being  effected  with  pith  and  brains.  Mr.  E.  Bayley 
showed,  OH  Friday,  some  big  roaoh  and  chub  from  Clifton, 
and  exceptional  sport  amongat  bream  and  roach  was  met 
with  by  Mr.  H.  Green  at  Holme  Pierrepont.  Members 
of  the  City  Piscatorial  Association  fished  a  peorged-down 
match  at  Barton  on  Thursday  afternoon.  Prizes  were 
liberally  given  by  Mr.  W.  Eoper,  Mr.  C.  Griffith,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Hutchinson,  and  Mr.  E.  Hickson,  and  these,  after 
engasing  a  couple  of  hours,  were  won  as  follows :  First, 
Mr.  W.  Griffiths  ;  spcond,  Mr.  A.  B.  Pykett ;  third,  Mr. 
J.  Wilson  ;  fourth,  Mr.  J.  Wootton.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Notts  County  Council,  held  in  the  city  on  Tuesday,  the 
following  were  reappointed  as  conservators  to  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board,  namely,  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  Mr,  C.  W. 
Wright,  Mr.  J.  R.  Starkey,  and  Mr.  G.  S,  Foljamba. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
There  have  been  numerous  anglers  ont  in  the  various 
waters,  but  the  spnrt  met  with  has  been  of  an  irregular 
character.  The  Trent  has  been  very  well  patronised,  but 
in  some  oases  the  baskets  came  back  empty,  whilst  in 
others  the  show  was  very  poor.  There  were  some  decent 
catches,  however,  particularly  in  the  Willow  Garth,  at 
Laneham,  where  very  fair  sport  was  met  with  amongst  the 
bream  and  roach ;  the  former  would  run  to  about  l^lb. 
apiece,  and  the  latter  lib.  apiece— all  very  nice  fish.  All 
were  taken  with  the  maggot.  A  fine  catch  of  bream  has 
been  made  at  Boston,  in  the  Witham,  also  with  maggots. 
Fifteen  fish  were  grassed,  weighing  in  all  53Ib. ;  31b.  was 
the  lowest  weight  of  an  individual  fish.  A  few  nice  roadh 
have  been  secured  in  the  Mount  Pleasant,  and  some 
capital  sport  has  been  provided  in  the  canal  at  Shireoaks, 
though  the  fish  were  small.  A  catch  cf  forty  or  fifty 
roach  have  no  fish  above  Jib.  The  Idle  between  Retford 
and  Mattersey  has  also  fished  fairly  well. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  proceedings  at  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Severn 
Conservancy  Board,  held  at  Birmingham,  on  Thursday  in 
last  week,  furnish  another  chapter  in  the  lamentable 
history  of  failure  whi  sh  has  characterised  the  work  of  the 
board  practically  from  the  time  of  its  formation.  The 
financial  statement  was  an  exceptionally  bid  one,  princi- 
pally due  to  the  falling  off  in  the  revenue  derived  from 
trout  licences,  which  c^n  occasion  no  surprise,  oonsider- 
mg  the  great  scarcity  of  tbe  fish  referred  to.  The  amount 
obtained  from  trout  licences  this  year  was  £380,  as  against 
£503  last  season.  There  ^s  an  adverse  balance  of 
£110  188,  lid.,  and  this  most  un satisfactory  state  of 
affairs  rendered  it  needful  for  the  board  to  reduce  their 
expenditure.  The  methed  adopted  for  so  doing  was  to 
strike  off  three  bailiffs  from  the  already  hopelessly 
inadequate  staff,  though  why  they  should  be  taken  off  the 
river  between  Shrewsbury  and  Gloucester,  leaving 
that  great  length  of  water  practically  unprotected,  is  not 
apparent.  After  being  in  existence  some  thirty  years,  the 
board  have  practically  given  up  attempting  to  preserve  the 
fiehing  of  the  middle  portion  of  the  river,  and  the  water 
will,  to  a  very  large  extent,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
ubiquitous  poacher.  Such  being  the  case,  will  the  con- 
servators be  justified  in  collecting  licenos  duty  from  trout 
and  coarse  fish  anglers  at  and  below  Shrewsbury,  when  no 
practical  attempt  will  be  made  to  advance  or  protect  their 
interests  ?  The  chairman  of  the  board  is  credited  with 
having  stated  at  the  meeting  in  question  that  "  Experience 
had  led  bim  to  think  it  was  impossible  to  keep  salmon  and 
coarse  fish  in  the  same  river,  if  the  coarse  fish  at  all  out- 
numbered the  salmon."  This  may  be,  though  it  is  hard  to 
believe  that  in  so  large  a  river  as  the  Severn  there  is  not 
room  for  roach,  dace,  and  grayling  to  exist  without 
seriously  interfering  with  the  supply  of  salmon.  How- 
ever, Shropshire  anglers  will  not  be  likely,  either  now  or 
at  any  future  time,  to  passively  acquiesce  in  the  netting 
out  of  coarse  fish  in  order  that  it  may  be  ascertained 
whether  any  improvement  in  the  salmon  fishing  can  be 
brought  about  by  so  doing.  The  Severn  trout  and  salmon 
nshenes  are  now  hardly  worth  consideration  so  far  as  the 
mid  and  upper  portions  of  the  river  are  concerned,  and  it 
would  be  a  shameful  proceeding  if  the  coarse  fish,  which 
provide  excellent  sport,  were  to  be  interfered  with. 
Anglers  will,  no  doubt,  be  met  with  the  argument  that 
the  river  belongs  to  the  landowners,  who  want  salmon 
nshing,  and  that  the  public,  having  no  rights,  are  out  of 


court,  and  not  entitled  to  consideration.  Fortunately  this 
is  only  partly  true.  Shrewsbury  anglers,  for  instance,  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  the  fact  that  several  miles  of 
the  Severn  fisheries  actually  belong  to  their  town,  and  this 
part  of  the  stream  can  be  fished  from  the  Corporation 
towing-paths  by  the  public  without  let  or  hindrance. 
Again,  it  is  not  all  landowners  who  would  agree  to  have 
coarse  fish  destroyed  in  their  waters  even  in  the  hope  of 
getting  a  few  salmon,  Tbe  only  satisfactory  feature  in 
connection  with  the  meeting  of  the  conservators  last  week 
was  the  refusal  of  the  board  to  allow  salmon  netting  to  take 
place  once  again  between  Tewkesbury  and  Liocombe 
Weir.  The  taking  off  of  these  nets  will  no  doubt  do  good, 
and  it  would  be  well  indeed  if  further  restrictions  were 
imposed.  Mr.  Willis  Bund  remarked  that  he  would  like 
to  see  netting  for  salmon  in  fresh  water  made  illegal,  and 
there  La  much  wisdom  and  foresight  in  the  suggestion, 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Two  or  three  local  societies  have  held  their  matches.  The 
York  Central  A.C.  fished  their  last  match  of  the  season 
a  few  days  ago  at  Newton-on-Derwent,  when  B.  Walker, 
jun.,  led  the  winners  with  51b.  4oz.  of  fish.  The  Black  Ox 
A.O.  held  their  annual  match  on  Bedale  Beck  at  Leeming 
on  Oct.  27.  There  was  a  change  on  previous  years, 
members  being  allowed  to  fish  where  they  pleased  on  the 
stretch  of  water  over  which  the  club  has  leave.  On 
account  of  the  rain  the  previous  night,  the  beck  was  in 
flood,  which  made  angling  difficult,  and  only  a  very  small 
take  of  fish  was  secured.  The  cup  was  taken  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Slinger,  of  Leeming  Bar,  The  members  of  the  Melbourne 
(York)  A.S.  had  the  first  supper  of  the  season  at  the  Mel- 
bourne Hotel  on  Saturday  night,  A  "smoker"  followed 
?he  repast,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr,  R.  Lees  Mason, 
the  hon.  sec,  was  presented  with  a  testimonial  on  the 
occasion  of  his  marriage.  Mr,  T.  Peckett,  of  York,  was 
fishing  in  the  Derwent  at  Bast  Cottingwith  the  other  day, 
and  though  the  water  was  very  thick  and  running  high, 
he  caught  a  very  fine  pike,  which  weighed  nearly  121b. 
At  Greta  Bridge  several  cases  of  salmon  poaching  have 
been  heard.  Two  labourers  were  fined  £3  each  and  costs 
for  killing  salmon  in  the  close  season ;  another  man  was 
fined  £1  and  costs  for  spearing  salmon ;  and  for  stoning 
salmon  a  similar  penalty  was  inflicted.  Other  casea  stood 
adjourned  for  investigition.  The  Ouse  afforded  fair  sport 
until  just  lately,  when  angUng  was  suspended  by  the  state 
of  the  water.  A  few  goed  catches  have  been  reported  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Acaster  and  Bishopthorpe,  and  parties 
have  visited  the  Nidd  below  Kirkhammerton,  but  with 
only  indifferent  results.  Many  and  varied  catches  are 
reported  from  the  Bsk,  a  number  of  fine  salmon  having 
been  landed. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Enqdirkr.— If  you  will  say  in  what  county  the  lake 
you  mention  is  situated,  and  also  enclose  your  name  and 
address,  you  may,  possibly,  get  the  information  required. 


IWe  do  not  hold  ov/rseVves  responsible  for  the  apinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.l 

"  SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  COQUET." 

My  Dear  Maeston,— I  have  only  ju-t  noticed  a  letter 
under  the  above  heading  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  6.  If 
it  be  true  that  three  salmon  were  landed  in  one  week  near 
.Acklington,  those  who,  long  years  ago,  tried  hard  to 
introduce  the  true  salmon  into  the  Coquet  will  have  great 
cause  for  rejoicing. 

It  is  nearly  forty  years  sines  the  first  attempt  at  breed- 
ing salmon  was  made  on  the  Coquet,  near  Acklington 
Factory.  After  that  Lord  Armstrong  turned  in  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  salmon  smolts  into  the  river.  Twelve 
years  ago  I  re- visited  the  Coquet,  and  fished  it  from  the 
mouth  to  neir  the  source,  making  careful  inquiries  all  the 
way.  The  answer  in  all  cases  was  that  never  a  grilse  or 
salmon  had  come  back  to  the  river.  Is  it  possible  that 
they  are  coming  back  now  after  all  these  long  years  ?  I 
sadly  fear  that  large  bull  trout  have  been  mistaken  for 
salmon. 

Mr.  Williamson  writes  at  the  conclusion  of  his  letter  : 
"  In  addition  to  these,  many  sea  trout  or  bull  trout  have 
been  oaught."  Here  is  evidently  a  confusion.  Bull  trout 
and  sea  trout  are  not  the  same.  It  seems  to  me  that 
inquiry  might  well  be  made  into  the  matter,  otherwise,  if 
I  am  right  in  my  supposition,  anglers  may  go  to  the  Coquet 
in  hopes  of  getting  salmon  and  find  only  bull  trout.  Of 
the  latter  I  have  caught  many,  and  cordially  detest  them. 
They  are  the  onrse  of  the  C'  quet. — Yours,  &o., 

0,  Hevit  (Hon.  Chaplain  F.  O.). 

"PIKE  AND  PERCH."  SPINNING  AND  LIVE 
BAITING.   THB"S  ORR"  FLIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  very  grtat  interest  that 
most  excellent  little  book,  "  Pike  and  Perch,"  by  Wm. 
Senior  and  "  John  Bickerdyke,"  and  the  perusal  was  the 
more  pleasant  to  me  as  the  article  in  Chapter  III., 
entitled  "  Typical  Waters  and  Odd  Days,"  describes  most 
graphically  the  very  enjoyable  two  days'  sport  which 
friend  Senior  and  myself  had  some  three  years  since  on  a 
well-known  Midland  lake. 

I  write  this,  however,  to  give  you  my  own  experience, 
extending  over  some  thirty  years,  of  spinning  as  compared 
with  live-bait  fishing. 

Given  the  fish  well  on  the  feed,  and  the  water  fairly 
clear  of  weed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
spinning  ensures  a  bigger  bag  of  fish  and  more  enjoyment 
than  live-baiting,  though  I  am  doubtful  whether  big  fish 
take  the  spinning  bait  as  readily  as  live  bait.   With  tha 


exception  of  the  181b.  pike  referred  to  in  the  above 
article,  I  have  never  taken  a  fish  of  more  than  lO'.b.  with 
the  spinning  bait,  and  I  have  fished  many  and  varied 
waters.  In  snift-running  waters  like  the  Hampshire  Avon 
I  give  the  palm  to  the  paternoster,  and  I  well  remember 
one  day  while  fishing  Lord  Radnor's  water  in  company 
with  my  two  brothers,  I  killed  six  good  fish  in  the  first 
hour  with  the  paternoster,  while  my  brothers  had  not  a 
single  fish  with  snap  tackle.  The  Avon  being  a  weedy 
river,  the  paternoster,  if  properly  worked  between  the 
runs  in  the  weeds,  searches  out  the  fish,  while  the  live- 
bait  is  swept  down  by  the  strong  current  too  quickly  to 
ensure  good  sport. 

But  with  regard  to  spinning,  I  often  wonder  why  almost 
all  anglers,  including  such  a  master  of  the  craft  as  "  John 
Bickerdyke,"  pin  their  faith  so  entirely  to  the  "  Chap- 
man "  spinner,  or  the  old  flight  of  side  hooks,  and  never 
try  the  old-fashioned  "  Storr  "  spinning  flight.  This 
tackle  was  invented  many  years  ago  either  by  my  old 
friend,  Mr.  Frank  Storr,  or  my  late  father,  Mr.  Thomas 
Howse,  specially  for  use  at  the  Stoke  Newington 
Reservoirs,   It  consists  of  one  extra  large  triangle  with  a 


sruall  triangle  attached,  and  is  baited  by  passing  the  gimp 
with  a  baiting  needle  through  the  vent  and  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  fish,  the  small  triangle  being  fixed  in  the 
tail  of  the  bait,  partly  to  give  the  necessary  curl  to  the 
bait,  and  partly  to  prevent  the  large  triangle  tearing  the 
bait.  It  is  most  simple  to  use,  and  most  killing  in  its 
efffots.  It  is  equally  adaptable  to  dace,  roach,  and  perch, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  not  the  case  with  other  forms  of 
flights,  in  addition  to  which,  when  bait  is  scarce  the  same 
bait  will  often  do  to  capture  two  or  three  pike,  as  when 
hooked  the  pike  more  often  than  not  immediately  ejects 
tbe  bait  unharmed  up  the  gimp. 

I  have  killed  large  numbers  of  pike,  especially  at  the 
reservoirs,  with  this  tackle,  and  have  often  had  good  sport 
when  reduced  to  only  small  perch  for  baits.  I  send  here- 
with some  specimens  of  the  hooks,  which  are,  I  think, 
familiar  to  yon,  but  which  some  of  the  numerous  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  like  to  see.  The  hooks  are 
always  kept  in  stock  by  Holroyd  Brothers,  of  69,  Grace- 
church-street.— Yours  faithfully,       Francis  Howse. 


BIG  PIKE  IN  IRELAND. 
SlR,-^It  may  be  of  interest  to  your  correspondents  who 
are  desirous  of  catching  big  pike  to  know  I  have  fished  at 
all  seasons  in  various  Irish  loughs  and  rivers,  beginning 
with  those  in  West  Meath,  down  the  Shannon  to  Derg, 
thence  to  Corrib,  Mask,  Conn,  and  CuUia,  and  yet  never 
got  a  fish  above  261b  ,  which,  together  with  several  weigh- 
ing from  201b.  to  231b.,  were  caught  in  Lough  Mask,  one 
of  211b.  in  Conn,  and  221b.  in  Nafooey;  and  these  were 
nearly  all  caught  between  the  end  of  September  and 
Christmas ;  and  one  I  saw  after  being  taken  out  of  Lough 
Mask  at  the  end  of  Octcbsr  weighed  281b.,  and  another 
caught  in  the  same  water  weighing  321b.,  a  grand  fijh,  and 
looking  every  ounce  of  its  weight,  taken  the  middle  of  last 
November,  may  be  seen  hanging  in  the  smoke-room  of 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur ;  and  some  of  his  relations 
must  be  well  worth  looking  after.  From  now  up  till 
Christmas  pike  should  be  in  their  prime,  and  when  gravid, 
at  their  top  weight.  When  able  to  spare  the  time  I  take 
np  my  abode  at  the  above  hotel,  as  it  is  so  favourably 
situated  midway  between  Lough  Mask  and  Corrib,  and 
within  fishing  distance  of  Nafooey ;  and  when  weather  is 
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unfavourable  for  the  rod,  stood  sport  may  be  had  with  the 
gan  amongst  mixed  shooting.  I  have  had  a  bag  contain 
grouse,  partridge,  hare,  duck,  snipe,  woodoock,_  curlew, 
pigeon,  and  even  missed  a  pheasant ;  the  variety  is  large, 
even  if  the  quantity  but  moderate.  In  addition  to  these 
attractions,  Mr.  Joyce,  the  proprietor  of  Mount  Gable 
Hotel,  is  a  man  of  enterprise  and  resource,  and  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  ever-increasing  number  of  sports- 
men who  are  trying  to  find  out  where  the  big  fish  are, 
and  the  best  time  to  get  them,  has  enlarged  his  hotel, 
and  added  to  the  comfort  and  accommodation ;  so,  should 
the  weather  be  hopelessly  bad  for  sport,  one  can  have_  a 
good  time  under  cover.  And  last,  but  not  least,  of  its 
attractions,  is  a  fixed  all-round  inclusive  tariff,  and  that 
a  very  reasonable  one. 

Lough  Mask  is  certainly  my  favourite  all-the-year-round 
fishing  ground,  for  I  have  had  good  sport  with  the  trout 
in  the  spring  and  summer,  landing  them  up  to  101b. — 

Yours,  &C.,  ____  GODFBEY  AtLKN. 

PIKE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sje, — I  have  never  fished  for  pike  in  Lough  Derg 
(luring  the  winter  months,  so  I  have  no  experience  as  to 
whether  the  fish  take  them  or  not,  but  I  should  say  that 
no  one  could  speak  with  any  degree  of  certainty  on  the 
subject  unless  he  had  given  them  a  somewhat  extended 
trial.  I  have  done  a  good  deal  of  pike  fishing  there  during 
the  months  of  September  and  October  for  the  past  few 
years,  and  my  experience  has  been  that  at  certain  times, 
and  for  no  apparent  reason,  they  do  not  feed.  Of  course, 
by  fishing  persistently  one  may  catch  a  few,  but  these, 
although  in  good  condition,  have  nothing  in  their  stomachs. 
This  may  go  on  for  a  week  or  more  at  a  time.  Then 
suddenly  they  wUl  begin  to  feed,  and  the  fisherman  who 
has  the  luck  to  be  out  at  that  time  will  have  rare  sport.  I 
have  also  noticed  that  there  is  better  fishing  when  the  lake 
is  somewhat  low,  and,  of  course,  it  is  usually  high  in  the 
winter.  It  also  does  not  require  a  very  strong  breeze  to 
make  it  almost  impossible  to  fish  in  Lough  Derg,  and 
usually  at  that  season  one  does  not  get  many  consecutive 
days  without  a  strong  breeze.  The  only  places  really 
worth  fishing  in  the  lake  are  round  certain  large  beds  of 
weeds.  Of  course,  when  these  die  down  the  pike  may  be 
so  seattered  that  the  chance  of  meeting  many  in  such  a 
huge  eheet  of  water  is  somewhat  remote.  Curiously 
enough,  although  some  parts  of  the  lake  are  very  deep,  the 
best  pike  fishing  is  in  Coosehay,  where,  I  should  say,  the 
depth  does  not  average  much  more  than  12ft.  ronnd  the 
weed  beds.  I  used  always  to  fish  there  without  any  lead. 
Although  one  hears  the  usual  stories  of  monsters,  I  have 
caught  nothing  above  211b.,  although  I  have  got  a  good 
many  from  ISlb.  to  201b. — Yours  truly, 

_____     A.  E.  Bannatynk. 

CAPTURE  OF  A  FINE  PIKE  IN  THE  MEDWAT. 

Dear  Sib, — Fishing  the  Medway  at  East  Farleigh.  on 
October  28,  with  live  bait,  I  secured  a  splendid  pike, 
3ft.  4in.  long,  18in.  ronnd  body,  and  161b.  6oz.  in  weight. 
About  three  weeks  ago  I  took  one  at  the  same  place, 
101b.  4oz.,  with  a  bkak.  My  largest  fish  I  took  with  a 
baby  bream  on  a  paternoster.  There  are  some  good  jack 
to  be  had  at  Farleigh,  Teston,  Wateringbury,  and  Yalding. 
Thinking  this  may  interest  your  readers,  I  am.  Sir,  Yours 
respectfully,  Israel  Bigos 

Maidstone,  Kent,  October  31.  (Postman). 

I  The  postman's  '  knock '  was  fatal.  We  congratulate 
Mr.  Bifgs.— Ed.]   

THE  COLLOCH, 

Dear  Sir.— The  extraordinary  monument  of  bad  taste 
which  Mr.  Gedney  thought  fit  to  erect  in  memory  of  a 
recent  dispute  certainly  merited  no  reply  from  me.  Since, 
however,  "  Mona  "  has  started  another  hare,  it  behoves 
me  to  join  in  the  run  ;  though  this  particular  hare  seems 
to  be  but  an  insignificant  leveret. 

Having  no  Irish  dictionary  by  me,  I  ■mil  accept  Mr. 
Barnes's  "  cailleach "  as  being  the  correct  dictionary 
spelling  of  the  Irish  name  for  loach.  It  is  not,  however, 
the  accepted  spelling  in  everyday  use.  The  correct 
rendering  of  any  Gaelic  word  into  English  is  that  which 
best  represents  the  pronunciation,  taking  into  account 
the  well -know  B  idiosyncrasies  of  modern  Celtic  ortho- 
graphy. As  we  have  no  Academy  to  lay  down  the  law,  each 
man  must  be  a  law  unto  himself.  Tot  homines,  tot 
.^ente  ntim. 

There  are  some  tiventy  English  methods  of  spelling  the 
word  in  question.  Of  these, ' '  coUoch  "  is  the  most  usual,  and 
certainly  best  represents  the  nicety  of  the  Irish  pronun  ela- 
tion of  the  word — far  better  than  the  orthodox  "  cailleach." 
If  anyone  who  is  acquainted  with  Irish  "  as  she  is  spoke  " 
cares  to  study  an  Erse  dictionary,  he  will  find  that  the 
ancient  spelling  seldom  agrees  with  the  modern  pronuncia- 
tion. He  will  find,  moreover,  that  for  this  very  reason 
the  spelling  of  Gaelic  words  to-day  commonly  differs  from 
that  laid  down  by  the  lexicographers.  In  comment  on 
"Mona's"  suggestion — "  kol-ya  " — I  would  remind  him 
that  the  double  "1"  (as  in  "  colloch  "  or  "cailleach") 
carries  with  it  a  "  y  "  sound,  and  that  a  final  guttural  is 
indispensable.  Colloch  I  have  always  spelt  it,  and  colloch 
I  will  continue  to  spell  it. 

With  every  acknowledgment  of  "Mona's"  courtesy,  I 
must  aooase  him  of  jumping  to  conclusions.  I  know  not 
why  he  should  think  that  I  have  only  recently 
"  discovered"  this  little  fish!  I  have  known  the  loach 
unca  I  was  a  very  little  lad,  and  used  to  catch  him  after 
the  Lorna  Doone  method  in  the  days  when  I  angled  for 
pinkeens  and  sticklebellies  with  a  bent  pin.  Pinkeen,  by 
the  way,  is  a  common  Irish  appellation  of  the  minnow  j 
its  weU-known  local  English  name  of  "pink"  has 
probably  the  same  origin.  I  confess  that  it  was  some 
years  after  my  promotion  from  the  bent  pin  that  I  learnt 
the  country  name  and  the  merits  of  the  colloch — on  a  day 
which  I  remember  as  though  it  were  yesterday.   It  is  by 


no  means  "  the  most  common  natural  bait  in  everyday 
use  in  Ireland."  So  much,  in  fact,  was  I  recently  struck 
by  its  undeserved  neglect  that  I  ventured  to  send  you,  sir, 
a  few  lines  which  might  serve  to  remind  anglers  of  its 
existence. 

Yet  another  hare  !  Do  Irish  pike  feed  in  winter  ?  Of 
course  they  do.  What  is  more,  they  are  in  a  condition  to 
give  the  best  sport  during  the  winter  months — and  give  it, 
too,  to  those  few  anglers  who  take  the  trouble  to  go  pike 
fishing  between  October  and  February. — I  am,  sir,  Yours 
faithfully,  Glenhest. 

STILL  ANOTHER  NAME  FOR  THE  STONE 
LOACH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that 
the  names  the  stone  loach  bears  are  not  yet  quite  exhausted, 
as  I  myself  knew  it  under  a  name  which  has  not  yet  been 
mentioned.  In  my  younj[  days  I  spent  most  of  my  holidays 
in  fishing  and  pledging  in  a  small  Northumbrian  stream. 
This  burn  only  held  eels,  minnows,  and  another  kind  of 
fish  which  bore  the  name  of  "  Tommy  Lodgers,"  of  which 
there  was  three  colours,  viz.,  very  dark  (nearly  black 
olive),  red,  and  a  dirty  yellow.  The  minnows  kept 
to  the  pools,  one'in  particular,  which  bore  the  classic  name 
of  "  Tempo's  Vale,"  as  inscribed  in  a  stone  on  one 
side  of  it,  held  the  largest,  and  we  caught  them 
by  fair  means  with  a  small  worm  on  a  very  small 
hook ;  and  it  was  in  this  pool  that  I  caught  my 
first  minnow.  I  have  not  seen  the  pool  for  thirty-five 
years,  bat  I  expect  it  is  still  there.  We  caught  the 
Tommies  by  hand,  but  never  could  keep  them  long  in  con- 
finement. I  never  heard  tliem  called  by  any  other  name  ; 
certainly  no  one  ever  called  them  loaches,  yet  such  they 
were,  as  I  afterwards  learnt.  A  few  pike  occasionally 
came  down  from  the  upper  waters,  but  they  were  speedily 
caught.  One  I  kept  in  an  aquarium  for  two  years,  and  fed 
him  upon  minnows  and  Tommies. 

I  have  never  seen  the  name  in  print,  so  trust  I  bave  not 
made  a  mistake  in  the  spelling  by  calling  them  "  Tommy 
Lodgers,"  when,  perhaps,  it  should  be  "  Tommie  Lodgers," 
and  so  excite  the  wrath  of  the  implacable  Aohil — I  mean, 
Mr.  Gedney.— Yours  truly,  Keeldar. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir,— After  many  disappointments  on  the  Irish 
lakes,  I  tried  sea  fishing  a  few  years  ago  on  the  south  coast 
of  that  country,  using  ordinary  pike  rods  instead  of  hand 
lines,  and  I  had  excellent  sport,  catching  pollack  up  to 
141b.  weight. 

The  following  bag  made  by  a  friend  and  self  during  ten 
days'  fishing  last  September  may  be  of  interest  to  some 
of  your  readers :  2  blue  sharks,  1  cod,  372  pollack,  138 
bream,  117  gurnard,  1  red  gurnard,  77  scad,  67  mackerel 
—total  775. 

Our  best  bag  of  pollack  was  116  ;  and  on  another 
occasion  we  caught  93  pollack,  mostly  large  fish.  On 
several  of  the  ten  days  we  were  out  only  for  a  few  hours, 
as  the  weather  was  stormy,  otherwise  our  bag  would  have 
been  far  heavier.  The  pollack  were  caught  with  the  red 
rubber  sand  eel,  and  gave  excellent  sport,  many  running 
up  to  101b. 

Where  we  stayed  the  charge  for  a  boat  and  two  men 
was  53.  per  day.  Lodgings  also  were  equally  cheap  and 
good. — Yours  truly,    Piscator. 

TROUT  FISHING  GUIDE  WANTED. 

Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  can  tell  me  of  a 
good  descriptive  guide  book  as  to  where  trout  fishing  can 
be  had  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales.  I  want  a  book 
that  will  describe  the  rivers  and  their  banks,  &c.  Can 
yon  also  tell  me  where  trout  fishing  can  be  had  in  Kent, . 
especially  the  eastern  part  ? — Yours  truly, 

(Rev.)  W.  U.  BiNKS  Urquhart. 

I  We  do  not  know  any  work  exactly  answering  our  corre- 
spondent's requirements,  but  he  wUl  find  the  "  Angler's 
Diary  and  Tourist's  Guide,"  published  at  Is.  6d.  at  Thr- 
Firid  office.  Bream's  Buildings,  B.C.,  very  useful  as  a 
general  guide ;  and  also  Mr.  Watson  Lyall's  Is.  "  Monthly 
Guide  to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  &o.,  of  Scotland,"  which  is 
published  at  118,  Pall  Mall.— Ed.] 

COARSE  PISHING  WANTED  NEAR  ABERDEEN. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  numerous  readers  inform 
me  if  there  is  any  good  winter  coarse  fishing  (pike  or 
perch)  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  say  within  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles,  of  Aberdeen  and  Dundee  ?  I  am  visiting 
both  towns  this  coming  Christmas  season,  and  should  be 
glad  of  any  information,  especially  is  water,  if  any,  free, 
or  how  can  permission  be  obtained. — Yours  truly, 

 Jack  Spinner, 


FISHING  FROM  ROOKS  ON  THE  SOUTH  COAST, 
Dear  Sir,-— In  reply  to  "J.  P.  G.,"  I  presume  Ply- 
mouth to  be  on  the  south  coast,  where  he  can  get  plenty 
of  fishing  from  the  rocks  at  the  Rame  Head,  Penlee  Point, 
and  a  mile  or  two  of  good  piers  and  breakwaters. — Yours, 
&o.,  WilTjIAm  Hearder, 

105,  Unj^on-street,  Plymouth. 

RED  MULLET  FISHING. 

Sir, — I  saw  in  the  Fishing  Oazettf  of  last  week  a  letter 
from  "  Senex  "  re  "  Red  Mullet "  fishing,  and  perhaps 
what  little  I  know  of  it  may  be  useful  to  him.  I  am  an 
ardent  fisherman  myself,  both  sea  and  fresh  water,  and  I 
have  fished  with  snccees  for  the  mullet  oS  the  pier  at 
Margate.  I  have  caught  them  from  the  end  of  September 
(when  the  traffic  has  stopped)  to  the  end  of  November, 
when  tha  weather  is  mild,  with  ordinary  paste,  roach 
tackle,  and  quill  float  about  4ft.  or  6ft.  from  the  surface. 

Should  "  Senex  "  wish  to  know  any  further  particulars, 
I  should  be  most  happy  to  give  him  any  information  in  my 


power  should  he  care  to  correspond  with  me  privately.  I 
have  been  a  reader  of  your  excellent  paper  for  many  years, 
and  enjoy  the  reading  of  it  greatly. — Yours  faithfully, 
  C.  A.  D. 

FISH  BREEDING  EXPERIMENTS. 
Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine  and  I  intend  renting  a 
stretch  on  a  small  river  near  Oxford  for  next  spring,  for 
the  trout,  and  also  with  a  view  to  a  few  experiments  in 
fish  breeding.  It  has  been  the  desire  of  our  hearts  for 
some  time  past  to  see  the  Thames  stocked  once  more  with 
salmon — the  king  of  rivers  containing  the  king  of  fish — so 
we  have  ventured  to  write  to  you,  desiring  your  advice.  Is 
there  the  slightest  possibility  of  any  fish,  out  of  the  product 
of,  say,  10,000  ova,  ever  reaching  the  sea,  and,  if  they  did, 
would  they  ever  return  ?  Of  course,  it  goes  without  say- 
ing, that  on  our  stretch  of  the  tributary  where  we  propose 
to  open  our  campaign,  we  should  murder  pike  without 
ruth  or  mercy,  and  should  do  everything  in  our  power  to 
protect  the  fish  till  they  started  for  the  sea.  The  upper 
reaches  of  the  Thames  here  would  make  ideal  holds  for 
salmon  in  numberless  places.  Would  you  advise  us  how  to 
commence,  and  where  we  could  get  ova  most  cheaply  ?  Of 
course,  it  goes  without  saying  that,  being  where  we  are, 
we  have  not  unlimited  monetary  resources.  If  our  experi- 
ment suoceefls— if  we  start  our  children  to  the  sea — we 
shall  look  to  you,  as  head  of  the  chief  angling  paper,  to 
issue  an  appeal  to  our  brother  anglers  along  the  stream  to 
protect  them. — Yours,  &c.,  Four. 

NOTES  ON  PIKE  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — All  who  have  read  the  latest  contribution 
to  the  "  Fur,  Feather,  and  Fin  "  series  must  have  derived 
much  pleasure  from  the  perusal.  "  Pike  and  Perch  "  is 
written  in  a  chatty  style,  and  although  expression  is  freely 
given  to  experiences  and  opinions,  the  latter  are  not  of 
that  dogmatic  character  so  frequently  noticeable  in  works 
intended  to  impart  information  to  the  followers  of  any 
special  branch  of  sport.  Most  of  the  chapters  read  more 
like  the  sporting  experiences  and  conclusions  imparted  by 
old  friends  in  the  smoke  or  club-room. 

In  your  excellent  articles  upon  the  book  in  the  last  two 
numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  you  appear  to  invite 
discussion  upon  some  of  the  points  open  to  differences  of 
opinion,  and  ask  for  the  experiences  of  other  anglers.  The 
quotation  from  "  John  Biokerdyke "  with  which  your 
second  article  opens  must  surely  refer  to  the  big  lakes  of 
Ireland,  and  one  would  think  that  the  word  trailing 
should  have  been  substituted  for  spinning  in  that  para- 
graph. The  trailing  of  a  spinning  bait  from  a  boat  steadily 
rowed  is  practically  the  only  method  used  in  the  Irish 
lakes  when  sport  with  pike  is  sought.  Of  spinning 
proper,  viz.,  working  a  spinning  Vait  by  hand,  my 
experience  (chiefly  confined  to  Norfolk  and  south-eastern 
waters)  is  entirely  contrary  to  that  expressed  in  the 
paragraph  in  question.  Although  I  place  the  spinning 
bait  in  the  first  place  as  being  the  most  artistic  and 
enj'iyable  method  that  can  be  used  for  the  capture  of  pike, 
and  oonpequently  use  it  largely,  all  my  heaviest  fish  have 
been  taken  with  live-bait,  ar  d  I  have  taken  many  hundreds 
of  fish  by  both  methods.  I  agree  that  the  spinning  bait 
is  almost  invariably  spun  too  fast  and  too  shallow,  and  I 
suggest  that  in  consequence  it  is  only  the  smaller  and 
more  active  fish  that  are  usually  secured  by  this  method. 

As  to  the  "  Thames  "  versus  the"  Nottingham  "  method 
of  casting  the  spinning  bait,  I  was  instantly  converted  to 
the  latter  some  ten  years  ago,  on  seeing  it  artistically  used 
by  a  skilful  angler,  then  a  stranger  to  myself,  who,  with 
that  generosity  usual  in  good  and  true  sportsmen,  then 
and  there  gave  me  my  first  lesson  in  casting  from  the  reel. 
I  say  I  was  instantly  converted  from  the  use  of  the  coil  to 
that  of  the  reel,  and  by  perseverance  I  was  a  fair  per- 
former by  the  end  of  that  season.  My  instructor  used  a 
5in.  Nottingham  reel  without  any  guard, _  whereas  my 
experience  has  led  me  to  prefer  a  light  3jin.  wood  reel, 
and  with  this  there  is  less  tendency  to  overrun.  For  some 
years  f  used  two  rather  heavy  4in.  reels,  one  wood  and  one 
ebonite,  of  Mr.  David  Slater's  make,  but  my  favourite  is 
one  of  Slater's  3Jin.  "Wellington"  reels.  The  patent 
line-guard  supplied  to  these  reels  is  invaluable,  for  over- 
winding will  sometimes  occur  when  casting  against  the 
wind. 

The  question  as  to  whether  baits  preserved  in  formalin 
are  repugnant  to  fish  has  already  been  discussed.  I  have 
used  them  largely,  and  find  them  excellent  when  fish  baits 
are  not  available.  During  the  discussion  on  the  merits 
and  demerits  of  this  preservative  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
some  two  years  ago,  I  contributed  an  exparienoe  which 
goes  far  to  prove  that  baits  so  preserved  are  not  objec- 
tionable. Spinning  a  sprat  which  had  been  preserved 
in  a  2  par  cent,  solution  of  formalin,  I  noticed  a 
pike  of  61b.  follow  the  bait  in  two  successive  casts. 
At  the  third  spin  home  he  again  followed  the  bait 
closely,  and  I  allowed  it  to  fall  on  the  bottom  in 
some  3ft.  of  clear  water.  The  fish  approached  the  bait 
and  remained  for  a  minute  or  so  immovable,  watching  it ; 
but  on  the  bait  being  slightly  [moved,  he  at  once  pinned 
it,  and  held  it  across  his  mouth.  He  then  slowly 
munched  it,  gradually  turning  the  bait  until  it  was  no 
longer  visible,  when  I  struck  the  hooks  in  and  landed  the 
fish.  The  proceedings  were  most  deliberate,  and  surely, 
had  the  bait  been  in  any  way  objectionable,  it  would  have 
been  discarded  ?  It  may  be  stated  that  the  fish  that  day 
were  not  well  on  the  feed,  and  very  few  were  moved,  and 
only  three  taken ;  while  the  water  held  plenty  of  pike.  _ 

As  one  generally  strikes  almost  the  instant  a  spinning 
bait  is  taken,  while  the  fish  dash  at  the  bait  in  passing,  it 
is  difficult  to  understand  how  flavour  or  scent  in  the  bait 
can  affect  the  question  j  but  the  experience  quoted  offers 
strong  evidence  against  the  objectionable  scent  or  flavour 
contention. — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

F.  Napier  Si'TTOn. 
Several  importamt  letters  unavoidably  left  over. 
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ON  "AN  OLD  MAN^S  HOLIDAYS," 
BY  "THE  A.  A." 


By  E.  M.  Tod. 
And  into  my  room  came  a  dainty  little  English 
lady,  clothed  in  pale  green  and  white,  relieved 
pleasantly  and  artistically 

With,  for  those  who'd  behold, 
Just  a  glint  of  pure  gold. 

"  Madam,  your  most  humble  and  devoted 
servant!  Pray  let  me  place  you  comfortably 
down — there ! — until  we  '  fa'  aquent,'  as  we  say 
here.  The  journey  from  the  Great  City  to  this, 
our  Gray  Metropolis  of  the  North,  was  not  too 
fatiguing,  I  trust.  Let  me  take  off  that  thin, 
transparent,  white  cloak.  And  now  we  see  you, 
like  Solomon — or,  rather,  like  the  lily  that  out- 
shone Solomon — in  all  your  glory  of  outward 
adornment.  Your  name,  please,  if  I  may  be  so 
bold  ?  " 

"  Oh,  '  An  Old  Man's  Holidays.' " 
"  Thank  you.    Is  your  family  not  connected 
with  the  '  Sunshine  Holidays  ? '  " 
"  First  cousins." 

"  I  thought  so.  The  '  Holidays,'  my  dear,  are 
very  old  friends  of  mine,  and  the  introduction 
you  carry,  you  say,  is  from  '  The  Amateur 
Angler '  himself. 

"  That  is  indeed  sufficient  to  make  you  feel  at 


home  here  and  welcome.  But  now  we  must  have 
a  chat,  for  we  Scotch  folks  are  prone  to  take  our 
ideas  of  beauty  from  within. 

"May  I  venture  in  this  connection  to  tell  a 
Scotch  story  and  a  true  one  ? 

"  A  gentleman  living  in  London,  but  as  Scotch 
as  a  Haggis  for  a'  that,  had  recently  married  a 
lady  so  unmistakably  plain  that  he  felt  inclined 
to  be — well — just  a  little  embarrassed  when  intro- 
ducing her  to  his  old  friends.  At  last  he  went  so 
far  as  actually  to  apologise  for  her  lack  of 
beauty  to  an  old  crony,  thus  :  '  Oh,  man,  she's  no 
that  bonnie  ye  ken,  but  it's  no  the  ootside  I  was 
thinkin'  o',  it  was  the  inside — for,  eh,  man,  she  is 
like  the  king's  daughter,  all  beautiful  within,  a 
beautiful  mind  and  soul,  Tammas.'  To  which  his 
old  friend  drily  remarked : 

"  Eh,  John,  it's  a  peety  ye  canna  flipe  her  !  " 

"  The  word  '  flipe,'  madam,  is  here  full  of 
suggestiveness  and  of  humour.  It  is  the  action 
of  skinning  an  eel,  or  of  removing  a  glove  from 
the  moist  finger  of  a  warm  hand. 

"  And  now,  by  your  leave,  since  I  want  to  see 
what  is  in  you,  I  will  proceed  to  "flipe  "you, 
and  I  venture  to  think  ere  I  proceed  that  in  this 
case  the  words  of  the  poet  will  be  amply  verified — 
My  love  in  her  attire  doth  show  her  wit. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  title  of  this  fairy- 
like volume  does  not  make  it  exclusively  an 
angler's  booklet.  It  is  "  An  Old  Man's  Holidays," 
but  it  is  also  written  by  "  The  Amateur  Angler," 
and  we  are  sure  to  have  therein  some  pleasant 
discourses  on  the  subject  beloved  of  all  true 
followers  of  Izaak  Walton ;  no  record  of  mere 
slaughter,  no  brag,  and  consequently  no  exaggera- 
tion, but  rather  the  inexpressibly  touching  and 
tender  suggestions  of  an  old  man,  born  and 
brought  up  in  the  country,  but  whose  whole  man- 
hood has  perforce  been  passed  in  the  busy,  noisy 
City,  and  who  now  in  old  age  steals  away  out  of 
the  bustle  into  the  quiet,  fragrant,  beautiful 
country  lanes,  decked  with  wild  flowers  or 
blossoming  with  may,  and  who  wanders  on  till  he 
finds  not  only  peace,  but  recreation,  at  the  river- 
side, where  he  can  throw  the  delusive  fly  in  the 
company  of  his  son,  Piscator  Major,  or  of  his 
grandchildren. 

And  he  must  be  no  angler  to  whom  such  a  situa- 
tion does  not  appeal.  He  never  deserves  to  be  old, 
far  less  to  enjoy  life  at  the  river-side,  as  doth  this 
veteran  warrior  of  the  world — this  tender-hearted 
brother  of  the  angle,  this  old  man  with  a  boy's 
mind.    To  him  and  his  disciples,  of  whom  I  am 

i)roud  to  be  one,  holidays  thus  spent  remain  for 
ife,  and  are  spent  over  and  over  again  in  the  quiet 
of  the  sanctum,  in  the  intervals  of  business,  in  the 
rattle  and  noise  of  Fleet-street  or  the  Strand,  in 
joy  or  in  sorrow,  in  sickness  or  in  health.  It 
becomes  part  of  one's  self  at  last,  and  leads  us 
gently  home. 

Some  lines  of  Hood's  seem  to  convey  my  mean- 
ing.   I  quote  from  memory  : 

And  qniet  sounds  that  to  the  woods  belong, 

And  brooks,  with  music  of  their  own, 
Voices  shall  come  to  join  the  choral  throng 

With  notes  of  praise  we  learned  in  musings  lone. 

Yes ;  these  lines  express  the  worship  of  Nature 
by  a  pure,  honest  mind — the  mind  of  that  old 
man,  eloquent  and  kind  !  Then,  he  is  so  practical 
— a  master  of  his  art — though  he  says  he  ain't, 
and  always  wants  to  place  the  mantle  on  his  son  ; 
and  what  good  friends,  what  comrades,  these  two 
are !  .  They  are  always  together,  at  work  as  in 
play.  And  now  to  our  book.  What  a  suggestion 
that  is  in  Chapter  I.,  page  2 : 

"  There  is,"  the  author  remarks,  "  a  growing 
scarcity  of  flies,"  apd  asks,  "  Why  is  it  P  "  "  Is  it 
not  because  our  river  is  so  persistently  flogged  for 
trout  all  through  spring  and  summer,  and  for 
grayling  all  through  autumn  and  winter,  that  the 
fish  have  grown  suspicious  of  these  deceptive 
insects  floating  above  them,  and  so  devote  them- 
selves more  and  more  to  the  insect  larvae,  which 
they  find  below,  and  hence  the  scarcity  of  natural 
flies  on  the  surface  ?  " 

I  consider  that  this  is  a  most  ingenious  and 
even  valuable  suggestion.  And  he  adds,  shrewdly 

"  This  little  theory  will,  at  all  events,  serve  to 
explain  the  fact  of  the  '  tailing '  we  did  see  on 
that  first  afternoon,  and  of  the  rise  we  did  not 
see." 

Could  the  meaning  of  the  writer  be  clothed  in 
more  forcible,  yet  modest,  words  ?— and  so  we 


reluctantly  leave  "  Fly  Fishing  on  the  Itchen  " 
and  pass  on  to  Chapter  III.,  "  Angling  that 
Preacheth  Patience." 

Let  anyone — especially  those  with  children  and 
the  love  of  them,  or  even  more  so  (as  in  this 
instance),  those  with  grandchildren — read  pages  10 
et  seq.,  and  say,  if  they  can,  was  ever  a  small 
schoolboy  on  his  holiday  better  "hit  off"  than 
here  ?    As,  for  instance,  theso  "  touches  "  : 

"  I  suggested  that  he  must  have  mistaken  it  for 
a  yellowhammer,  but  he  spurned  the  idea — as  if 
he  did  not  know  a  yellowhammer ! "  Then  he 
became  enthusiastic  about  a  circun.  "  The  biggest 
circus  that  ever  was  seen.  It  is  coming  on 
Monday,  and  costs  sixpence  entrance;  but  he  can 
get  in  for  threepence  !  "  He  had  seen  the  pictures 
on  the  wall,  and  they  were  stunning ! 

I  must,  however,  not  forget  "  space  "  and  the 
editorial  scissors  ;  but,  like  a  huge  butterfly,  pass 
from  flower  to  flower  rapidly,  extracting  fragrance 
as  best  I  may,  and  indicating  where  it  is  to  be 
found  sweetest,  to  my  own  taste  and  in  my  own 
humble  opinion. 

Chapter  V.  "  On  the  Ithon,"  should  be  read  with 
delight.  Again  would  I  cull  some  passages  from 
this  charming  chapter.  At  its  close,  considering 
that  the  writer  confesses  to  seventy-five  years 
of  age,  we  have  clear  proof  of  the  sort  of 
youth  his  must  have  been  when  we  find 
him  holding  on  by  his  finger  tips  and  the 
tips  of  his  toes  to  the  face  of  a  bank  all  but 
perpendicular,  and  with  a  descent  of  quite  25ft., 
quite  smooth  but  for  certain  small  footholds 
made  by  bold  anglers,  but  probably  none  so  old 
as  he.  And  how  keenly  he  enjoys  fun,  too. 
That  humorous  remark  of  the  jolly,  happy 
farmer,  standing  up  with  all  his  family  in  the 
waggon  behind  us,  as  the  Guards  shot  past  them 
at  a  gallop  on  Boscombe  Down,  at  a  review  : 
"  Hurrah  !  that's  the  style.  I'll  bet  them  chaps 
would  like  to  shift  a  booze  after  that ! " 

The  expression  nearly  did  for  that  dear  old 
"  Amateur  Angler."  He  doesn't  appreciate  its 
gravity,  and  as  no  doctor  was  called  in,  well, 
naturally,  there  was  no  case  of  "went  to  the 
doctor,  who  made  him  worse,  and  said  he  must 
die  most  surely."  It  is  true  that  a  certain  Dr. 
Chlorodyne  (an  old  friend  of  mine  in  other  days 
in  the  wild  Australian  bush,  where  doctors  are 
not,  and  an  occasional  visitor  even  now)  cut  short 
bis  painful,  and  even  serious  attack.  Now 
chlorodyne  is  largely  sedative  in  its  action,  and 
the  old  farmer  and  his  most  original  way  of 
putting  things  had  produced  a  condition  ot 
nervous  spasm  of  the  diaphragm,  which  in 
ordinary  mortals  would  have  assumed  the  vulgar 
form  of  hiccough,  or  hiccup,  but  in  a  delicate, 
refined  organism  like  his  produced  suppressed 
chuckle,  a  reall/  dangerous  disorder  in  a  man  of 
his  age,  with  so  young  a  mind,  a  mind  all  too 
ready  to  bucMe  to  a  chucMe  at  any  and  on  every 
opportunity  (see  pages  47-8) .  No  wonder  he  needs 
a  sedative.  And  then,  again,  how  he  has  his  genial 
chuckle  at  his  friend, "  the  Professor,"  who  is  made 
to  say,  "  The  river,  my  dear  sir,  wants  oxidizing, 
it  wants  ozonizing,  it  wants  stirring  up  into  life;  it 
is  dead,  and  the  fish  in  it  are  already  half  poisoned ; 
languid,  lifeless  !  "  What  a  graphic  and  humorous 
picture!  Andwhat  an  excellent  receipt, too,  to  carry 
about  for  use,  when  "  Grayling  Fishing  on  the 
Itchen  "  is  not  the  chapter  of  a  book,  but  a  grim 
reality,  on  a  blank  day.  Then  again,  "  Spring 
Rambles "  (58  to  61).  How  charming  is  his 
description  of  the  trout  he  did  not  catch,  try  he 
ever  so  wisely.  It  was  a  regular  case,  as  Johnny 
Chinaman  would  say,  "  Plenty  try,  no  plenty 
catchee,  no  catchee  can  !  " 

That  barbed  wire  was  Trutta's  friend,  the 
barbed  hook  his  enemy — and  that  trout  still 
lives  "  to  fight  another  day  "  ;  but  for  a  piece  of 
quiet  and  patient  determination  on  the  angler's 
part  it  is  hard  to  beat — Le  means  to  have  that 
trout  yet. 

Then  at  page  63,  when  we  are  with  him  in 
Cornwall  on  his  holiday,  how  startling  to  find 
him  place  on  record  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Gulval 
(the  prettiest  village  in  West  Cornwall)  land 
thereabouts  gives  the  farmer  three  crops,  and  the 
landlord  £10  an  acre  yearly  !  Who  would  not  be 
a  landowner  in  this  favoured  region  ?  Yet  he 
who  writes  knows  his  subject,  and  writes  with  all 
the  authority  of  fact. 

I  cordially  recommend  the  perusal  of  the  two 
chapters  dealing  with  "  Our  Holiday  in  Corn- 
wall," and  not  least  the  author's  practical  aiid 
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sensible  remarks  (Chapter  II.)  on  painted  plaster 
casts  of  specimen  fish  versus  the  skinned,  stuffed, 
and  varnished  trophies  of  the  angler's  prowess. 

At  Chapter  XII., "  In  Pursuit  of  the  May  Fly," 
and  at  page  97,  we  have  a  most  admirable  piece  of 
writing,  descriptive  of  a  lad  of  twelve  years  old, 
whom  he  describes  as  a  born  angler.  Any 
description  of  a  youth  may  be  safely  left  in  his 
able  and  loving  hands,  and  if  he  is  not  at  his  best 
then  (ask  the  Editor),  he  is  precious  near  it, 
for  he  paints  with  such  fidelity  and  subtle  humour 
the  boy  as  he  is — the  real,  live  animal — that 
nothing  seems  to  escape  his  notice — even  a  rent 
in  the  seat  of  his  trousers  (were  there  one 
visible),  after,  say,  negotiating  a  barbed  wire  fence 
with  a  big  drop  on  the  further  side  thereof. 
Again,  when  he  unintentionally  has  trespassed, 
and  is  threatened  by  a  summons,  how  amusingly 
he  describes  the  scenes — two  in  all. 

At  Chapter  XIII.,  "Fly-fishing  near  Scar- 
borough, in  the  Forge  Valley,"  very  keen  his 
delight  as  he  teUs  how  the  keeper  spoke  of  his  son 
(distantly  connected  to  the  editor  of  this  paper) 
as  "  the  best  fisherman  I  ever  saw  on  this  river  " 
(page  109-110),  and  whom  he  describes  as  "  some- 
what more  than  a  personal  acquaintance  of  my 
own,  Piscator  Ma  jor  by  name.  And  his  fishing 
at  Scalby  Beck  (page  113,  Chapter  XIV.)  brings 
out  that  gentleness  and  kindness  of  heart  for 
which  he  is  so  well  known.  Alas,  that  his  day 
should  have  been  wasted !  He  deserved  a  kinder 
fate! 

Chapter  XV.,  "  Fisherman's  Luck,"  gives  him 
the  opportunity  of  praising  another  writer,  and 
praise  from  one  so  well  known  in  the  land  of 
letters,  and  before  whose  fiat  many  an  aspiring 
author  has  had  to  strike  his  tent  like  the  Arabs 
and  as  silently  steal  away,  is  indeed  a  thing  to 
be  proud  of.  But  let  anyone  read  his  kind  criti- 
cism on  "Fisherman's  Luck  and  Some  Other 
Uncertain  Things,"  by  Henry  Van  Dyke,  and  his 
extracts  from  it,  and  I  shall  be  surprised  if  he 
-  does  not  long  to  read  or  to  possess  that  book. 
Chapter  XVI.  closes  this  little  book — "  Animals 
of  To-day  " — and  gives  the  author  another  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  a  kind  action,  as  is  evidenced  by 
his  own  words  (see  page  132). 

"  I  think  it  was  a  feeling  akin  to  envy  which 
arose  within  me  on  reading  a  book  entitled 
•  Animals  of  To-day :  Their  Life  and  Conversa- 
tion,' by  C.  J.  Cornish,  so  fuU  of  country  life 
that  led  me  into  so  long  a  digression  about  my 
own  pent-up  existence  in  the  City,  and  to  '  babble 
o'  green  fields  '  beyond  my  reach.  I  have  read  it 
with  much  pleasure,"  he  adds. 

Then  again,  he  finishes  his  book  by  remarking 
of  another  writer :  "  In  that  very  pleasant  book, 
by  Mr.  G.  A.  B.  Dewar,  '  Wild  Life  in  the  High- 
^  lands,'  the  author  has  a  good  deal  to  say  about 
my  favourite,  the  cuckoo,  that  singular  bird  so 
often  heard  and  so  rarely  seen,  excepting  at  a 
distance  and  on  the  wing."  Mr.  Dewar's  book  is 
evidently  a  favourite  with  "  The  Amateur  Angler," 
and  therefore  is  to  be  recommended. 

"Let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole 
matter !  "  Those  who  have  not  got  a  copy  of 
"An  Old  Man's  Holidays  "  should  lose  no  time  in 
acquiring  one.  To  read  the  book  is  to  be  on  a 
holiday ;  to  lay  it  down  is  to  remember  that  we 
have  had  "a  joUy  holiday"  in  the  company  of 
that  veteran  worker  in  the  field  of  literature, 
"  E.  M.,"  and  that  veteran  dry-fly  fisherman,  the 
renowned  "  Amateur  Angler." 

Bleisings  on  his  frosty  pow, 

_And  vigour  to  his  pen, 
Sinoe  his  example  teaches  ni 
To  fieh  like  gentlemen. 
I  cannot  possibly  do  wrong  in  yielding  to  an 
impulse  which  teaches  me  to  close  this  notice  by 
some  lines  which  I  found  in  my  ovra  dear  father's 
desk  after  his  death,  and  which  described  a  mind 
such  as  his  remained  to  the  last,  despite  thirty- 
five  years  of  active  (Indian)  service  and  devotion 
in  his  country's  cause,  when,  in  his  eighty-first 
year,  he  laid  down  life's  burden ;  and  I  know  no 
man  to  whom  the  lines  are  more  applicable  to-day 
than  to  Edward  Marston,  Esq.,  the  head  of  the 
large  publishing  firm  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston, 
and  Co.,  the  father  of  our  editor,  and  my  kindly 
friend.   And  here  are  the  lines  themselves : 
Thy  thoughts  and  feelings  shall  not  die, 
Nor  leave  thee,  when  old  age  is  nigh, 

A  melancholy  slave. 
But  in  old  age,  serene  and  bright. 
And  lovely  as  a  Lapland  night. 
Shall  lead  thee  to  the  grave. 


THE  FRAGMENTS    OF   TPE  PAST 
SEASON. 


Now  that  the  season  for  salmon  angling  is 
practically  over,  except  on  the  few  Border  rivers, 
including  the  mighty  Tweed  system,  where  anglers 
for  the  nonce  have  been  flooded  out,  after  a 
tantalising  week  of  splendid  sport,  a  certain 
breathing  space,  and  time  for  reflection  naturally 
follows  the  exciting  period  of  the  closing  down  of 
the  angling  year,  when  the  "fragments  of  the 
past  season  "  may  be  gathered  up  and  noted  for 
future  use,  which  otherwise  might  escape  observa- 
tion. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  results  of  the  past 
season,  at  least  on  those  rivers  not  actually  yet 
ruined  by  over  netting,  has  been  the  abundance  of 
fish  compared  with  many  former  seasons,  and 
especially  the  last  three.  There  are  not  too  many 
salmon  yet  by  any  means,  but  it  is  highly 
gratifying  to  fimd  that  instead  of  a  continued 
decrease  in  our  salmon  supply,  which  might  not 
unnaturally  have  been  looked  for,  and  which  the 
prophets  of  evil  and  others  foretold  would  be  the 
case,  there  has  actually  been  a  decided  increase 
both  in  the  numbers  taken  by  rod  and  net,  and  in 
the  amount  of  fish  left  in  the  rivers  for  brood 
purposes,  over  any  of  the  results  or  estimates  of 
the  past  two  or  three  seasons.  Nor  is  this  the 
case  with  regard  to  any  one  river  or  district,  but 
is  the  general  experience  all  along  the  east,  north, 
and  west  coasts  of  Scotland. 

In  case  of  being  misunderstood,  we  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  our  salmon  supply  is  anything 
like  what  we  desire  to  see  it,  nor  that  fish  are  over 
abundant  at  any  one  particular  spot,  but  that,  com- 
paratively speaking,  instead  of  being  worse,  the 
season  has  actually  been  all  over  a  more  gratifying 
one  than  any  of  its  immediate  predecessors. 
There  is  plenty  of  room  for  improvement,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  now,  when  the  pendulum  has 
evidently  commenced  to  swing  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, aU  efforts  will  be  put  forth  by  those  who 
have  the  interests  of  our  salmon  fisheries  at  heart 
to  keep  it  oscillating  in  that  quarter  until  the 
disheartening  wail  as  to  the  continued  decrease 
of  our  salmon  supply  will  be  heard  no  more. 

The  comparative  increase  in  the  past  year's 
salmon  supply  was  not  so  evident  as  it  would 
otherwise  have  been  from  the  erratic  nature  of 
the  weather,  which  mitigated  much  against  sport, 
and  had  our  rivers  been  steadier  much  better 
results  would  have  obtained  aU  over  than  was  the 
case.  However,  the  fish  were  there,  and  if  they 
did  not  fall  victims  to  the  fly  or  the  "  little  army  " 
of  spinning  baits  with  which  they  were  being 
constantly  tempted  or  beset,  they  are  now 
disporting  themselves  in  the  higher  waters,  busy 
either  at  their  domestic  duties  or  setting  about 
soon  to  be  so.  It  is  also  highly  gratifying  to 
know  that  there  is  such  an  abundant  crop  of 
brood  fish  in  the  rivers,  and  that  the  prospects  of 
a  good  head  of  spawners  being  well  forward  into 
the  more  inland  redds  and  spawning  grounds  is  a 
matter  of  fact  and  not  of  mere  speculation. 
Inspector  Dunean,  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  last 
week  made  his  annual  collection  of  salmon  ova 
from  the  upper  feeders  of  the  Dee.  The  Dee  is 
one  of  the  earliest  salmon  streams  in  the  country, 
and  Mr.  Duncan  has  usually  to  be  early  on  the 
scene  of  operations,  else  his  chances  of  filling  the 
boxes  at  the  hatchery  with  their  annual  comple- 
ment of  one  million  eggs  would  be  small  indeed. 
Last  year  he  was  almost  "  out  of  it "  on  account 
of  the  floods,  and  only  succeeded  in  getting  half 
his  usual  quantity.  But  in  this  respect  he  fared 
better  than  most  other  collectors  elsewhere,  who 
had  either  to  go  empty  as  they  came  or  beg  of 
their  neighbours  as  best  they  could,  from  being 
somewhat  tardy  in  seeking  those  parts  where  the 
ripe  fish  are  to  be  found  at  this  early  period  of 
the  spawning  season,  before  the  November  floods 
preclude  the  possibility  of  securing  them. 

Mr.  Duncan,  in  his  unofficial  note  on  the 
matter,  says  :  "  There  were  plenty  of  fish  on  the 
spawning  beds,  and  although  some  of  the  larger 
tributary  streams,  such  as  the  Cluny,  were  too 
much  flooded  for  operations,  yet  there  was  no 
difficulty  in  securing  some  excellent  specimens  of 
ripe  fish  away  up  among  the  glens.  Spawning 
fish  were  seen  in  very  great  numbers,  and  much 
farther  inland  than  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the 
year." 

Snoh  a  gratifying  report,  although  coming  from 


the  Dee,  is  applicable  to  all  similar  rivers,  and 
in  due  course  the  same  reports  will  be  coming  to 
hand  from  the  Tay,  Forth,  Ness,  Deveron,  Tweed, 
and  such  like  fishery  districts,  when  their  officers 
have  had  time  to  make  the  necessary  observa- 
tions.  Of  course,  much  may  occur  to  disturb  the 
spawners,  but  the  first  and  most  essential  point 
has  been  secured  when  a  good  head  of  brood  fish 
are  forward  in  the  upper  waters,  and  this  has 
been  now  obtained,  thanks  to  the  October  floods, 
which  otherwise  spoiled  the  sport  of  many  a 
disappointed  back-end  angler. 

A  leading  characteristic  of  the  past  season,  and 
one  not  to  be  overjoyed  at,  was  the  decided 
failure  of  the  grilse  crop.  There  was,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  preponderance  of  adult  salmon, 
otherwise  the  supplies,  both  to  rodsmen  and 
netsmen,  would  have  been  much  shorter  than 
they  were.  As  it  was,  instead  of  there  being 
three  or  four  grilse  for  every  adult  salmon,  the 
numbers  were  much  about  the  same.  Even  at 
the  very  height  of  the  season  the  returns  both 
from  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don,  and  Spey  systems  never 
showed  more  than  150  grilse  to  100  salmon. 
There  are  two  ways  of  looking  at  this.  Fisher- 
men and  anglers  too  have  a  common  experience 
that  a  good  grilse  season  makes  a  good  spring 
fishing.  The  grilse  are  usually  the  first  to  spawn 
and  the  first  kelts  to  fall  back  to  the  sea,  so  that 
they  form  the  bulk  of  the  early  spring  migra- 
tions. Accordingly,  if  there  be  no  grilse  there 
can  be  comparatively  few  spring  fish.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  grilse  often  take  to  the  sweet 
waters  in  bulk,  and,  if  the  floods  continue,  they 
will  push  inland  and  scarcely  one  makes  its  \ 
appearance  till  the  floods  subside.  This  was  the 
case  last  season  on  the  Dee,  when  the  first  grilse 
of  the  year  fell  to  the  rod  of  an  angler  on  the 
Fife  Arms  water,  some  sixty  miles  from  the  sea. 
Again  the  observation  of  the  inspector — that 
"  fish  were  found  farther  inland  than  usual  " — 
bears  out  the  observation  that,  although  the 
grilse  were  not  much  en  evidence  either  to  the 
rodsman  or  the  netsman,  they  are  now  present  in 
certain  and  gratifying  numbers  in  the  glens  and 
side-streams  of  our  many  salmon  rivers,  and 
especially  the  longer  seasoned  ones,  and  that  in 
due  time  they  will  appear  as  early  springers 
when  the  opening  of  another  new  season  rolls 
round. 

Most  of  the  salmon  killed  on  the  best  reaches 
of  our  salmon  streams  was  to  the  fly.  This  must 
be  very  gratifying,  and  especially  so  to  anglers 
who  prefer  the  fly  to  the  minnow.  By  minnow 
we  mean  the  spinning  lure  in  general,  and  every 
other  legal  lure  save  the  fly.  Of  course,  on  such 
streams  as  the  Don,  the  predominating  lure  is 
either  the  Phantom,  Devon,  or  worm.  But  here 
again  the  fly  has  decidedly  come  to  the  front,  for 
several  of  the  most  successful  anglers,  including 
Lord  Playfair,  on  his  Fintry  House  water,  have 
used  nothing  but  the  fly.  Professor  Cash  has 
probably  the  unique  distinction  of  being  the  most 
successful  angler  on  this  river,  not  having 
had  a  single  blank  day  since  he  commenced 
angling,  during  the  early  days  in  September,  and 
although  he  does  not  pin  himself  down  to  the  fly 
at  all  times,  yet  ninety  per  cent,  of  his  successes 
have  been  to  the  more  acceptable  lure  of  the  two. 
On  the  Dee,  Tay,  and  Spey  the  fly  has  been  the 
lure  of  lures,  and  of  these  the  standard  patterns 
are  always  to  the  front. 

Extra  heavy  fish  have  been  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.  The  three  heaviest,  as  far  as  yet 
reported,  were  Mr.  Herring's  45-pounder,  got  on 
the  Tay ;  Mr.  Laing's  (unreported)  44|lb.,  got  on 
the  Woodside  water  on  the  Don ;  and  Mr.  Farley's 
Dee  fish  of  431b.  The  first  two  fell  to  the  spin- 
ning lure,  but  Mr.  Farley's  prize  was  to  the  fly. 

In  gathering  up  the  fragments  of  the  season 
they  would  not  be  complete  if  we  were  not  to  . 
notice  the  absence  of  many  familiar  rods  who 
used  to  be  regular  habitues  of  the  riverside,  and 
whose  presence  was  sadly  missed  during  the  past 
season.  Some  will  return  and  some  will  not,  and 
the  mighty  arm  that  once  swept  the  powerful 
greenheart,  with  its  35  or  40yds.  of  line,  across 
the  salmon  pool  now  mixes  with  the  golden  dust 
of  another  soil,  and  the  grasp  of  the  vanished 
hand  and  the  sound  of  the  voice  that  is  still  is 
now  wished  for  in  vain. 

It  is  a  gratifying  feature  to  notice,  in  con- 
clusion, the  steady  increase  ia.  the  ranks  of  the 
lady  angler.  She  is  no  longer  the  oddity  amongst 
her  sex  she  once  was,  nor  is  she  a  solitary  isolated 
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figure  in  a  crowd  of  men  by  the  river  side,  and 
perhaps  in  no  past  season  were  there  so  many 
augmentations  to  her  numbers  as  during  the  one 
now  gone.  It  was  an  excellent  trouting  season 
all  through,  and  especially  so  on  the  lochs. 
Hence  the  rush  of  the  fair  to  participate  in  the 
sport  now  no  longer  the  exclusive  privilege  of  the 
bold.  It  is  a  good  augury  for  the  continued 
popularity  of  the  craft  when  the  ladies  take  to  it, 
and  a  certainty  that  they  have  come  to  stay. 
Next  year  we  may  look  for  them  in  still  greater 
force,  and  they  are  aU  the  more  welcome. 

G.  M. 


IDEAL  DATS. 


As  I  dropped  down  the  Bure  in  my  dinghy  one 
afternoon  on  the  last  of  the  ebb,  and  a  gentle  air 
from  the  west  just  filling  the  lug  sail  and  draw- 
ing the  boat  silently  over  the  almost  unrippled 
surface  of  the  river,  I  passed  a  typical  Norwich 
working-man  angler  patiently  watching  his  float 
as  it  travelled  slowly  down  the  swim.  In  response 
to  my  enquiry  as  to  sport,  he  smiled  gently,  and 
emitting  a  cloud  of  tobacco  smoke  from  his  lips, 
observed : 

"  Werry  slow.  To-day's  been  too  bright,  and 
water  too  clear ;  yesterday  it  blew  too  bloomin' 
'ard  to  keep  yer  line  on  the  water ;  and  day  afore 
that  the  blessed  yachts  and  steamers  was  a-goin'  all 
day  down  to  the  regatta.  But  bless  yer,  there's 
always  some  bloomin'  wexation  for  us  pore 
hanglers ! " 

Most  anglersi  will  be  inclined  to  some  extent  to 
agree  with  the  worthy  man's  dictum.  There  are  a 
multitude  of  adverse  circumstances  to  be  met 
with  and  overcome  in  many  a  day's  angling,  and 
probably  the  unsuccessful  angler,  in  the  greatest 
number  of  instances,  prefers  to  attribute  his  non- 
success  to  that  cause  which  is  unquestionably 
beyond  his  skill  to  control — namely,  the  weather. 
Now  it  may  be  rank  heresy  on  my  part  to  even 
hin  tat  the  possibility  of  our  placing  undue  weight 
upon  weather  conditions  as  being  the  greatest 
factor  in  successful  angling,  but  while  I  confess  I 
would  rather,  from  force  of  habit,  start  for  a 
fishing  outing  on  what  tradition  has  inclined  us  • 
to  regard  as  a  favourable  day  for  the  particular 
branch  of  the  sport  intended  to  be  pursued,  yet 
in  my  angling  experience  I  have  encountered  not 
infrequently  such  surprises  in  the  way  of  good 
sport,  on  days  which  appeared  theoretically  so 
completely  hopeless  from  an  angler's  view,  that 
my  previous  convictions  on  the  subject  have  been 
most  radically  shaken.  This  is  not  an  uncommon 
experience — far  from  it — and  yet  we  anglers  in 
the  main  still  cling  to  the  old  maxims  about 
southerly  winds,  cloudy  skies,  east  winds,  low 
water,  and  the  like  with  a  conservatism  which 
should  meet  with  a  better  reward  than  it 
frequently  does. 

1  do  not  for  an  instant  mean  to  suggest  that 
we  should  select  apparently  bad  days  to  go 
a-fishing.  That  would  be  going  to  the  other 
extreme  with  a  vengeance.  But  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  man  who  makes  the  best  average  in  the 
year  is  he  who  steadily  fishes  through  all  sorts 
and  descriptions  of  weather  and  conditions  of 
water  when  he  has  the  leisure,  and  allows  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  apparently  adverse  conditions  to 
deter  him.  This  is  the  man  who  fills  the  club 
trays  with  wealth  of  glistening  specimen  dace  or 
roach,  redfinned  perch,  or  portly  bream,  and  to 
their  credit  be  it  said,  a  great  number  of  his  class 
are  London  fishermen,  many  of  whom  frequently, 
by  their  occupations  and  environment,  one  would 
think  scarcely  well  fitted  to  face  all  the  varieties 
of  weather  with  which  the  delightful  English 
climate  supplies  us. 

But  we  all  have  our  cherished  ideals  of  what 
are  perfect  days  for  particular  kinds  of  fishing. 
Take  trouting  for  example — that  branch  which  of 
all  is  supposed  to  be  so  susceptible  to  atmospheric 
influences.  A  warm,  vernal  day,  a  southerly 
breeze,  a  sky  flecked  with  fleecy  clouds,  an  amber- 
tinted,  well-stocked  stream  refreshed  by  recent 
rain.  What  a  delightful  picture  for  a  trout 
angler.  "Well,  I  have  fished  under  aU  those  con- 
ditions, and  had  the  most  wretched  day's  sport 
ever  angler  was  disgusted  with.  I  remember,  on 
the  other  hand,  starting  one  morning  late  in  May 
on  a  day  that  might  well  have  been  January. 
The  bitter  northwind  blew  golden  clouds  of  dust  off 
the  roads,  and  lashedlthe  low  clear  stream  into  mimic 


waves,  while  of  fly  there  seemed  absolutely  none. 
Yet  when  I  left  ofE,  with  smarting  cheeks, 
numbed  fingers,  and  watering  eyes,  I  had  grassed 
thirty-seven  of  the  nicest,  plumpest  trout  one 
would  desire  to  see — a  very  good  basket  on  that 
stream. 

Another  April  day,  on  a  very  clear  West 
Norfolk  stream,  with  a  sun  that  glared  like  mid- 
summer, and  an  east  wind  that  cut  like  an  ice-cold 
knife,  I  was  lucky  enough  to  make  the  best 
basket  that  had  been  yet  made  that  season.  A 
Yorkshire  water-bailiff  told  me  he  had  seen  trout 
rise  eagerly  during  a  snowstorm  to  the  snow- 
flakes,  and  doubted  not  he  could  have  caught 
them.  Thundery  weather  is,  however,  almost 
invariably  bad  for  trouting. 

So  much  for  the  trout  fisher's  ideal  day — it  may 
often  turn  out  trumps ;  but  it  is  not  infallibly  wise 
to  scoff  at  the  idea  of  fly  fishing  in  an  east  or 
north  wind  or  low  water,  and  to  abandon  a  day's 
leave,  as  some  exceedingly  conservative  anglers 
would  be  decidedly  inclined  to,  when  such  condi- 
tions prevail. 

The  pike  fisher  has  his  ideal  day,  too.  With 
most  I  have  met  the  prevailing  desideratum 
appeared  to  be  a  bright,  intensely  cold  winter's 
day,  preceded  by  keen  frost,  with  the  weeds  all 
rotted  down,  and  a  strong  wind,  say  northerly  or 
north-west.  Such  a  day  may  suit  some  particular 
waters,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  in 
many  waters  such  intensely  cold  weather  is  pro- 
ductive, as  a  rule,  of  the  best  piking.  Many  of 
the  best  days,  particularly  on  the  Broads,  occur 
from  late  September  to  November,  or  in 
February,  on  quiet,  slightly  frosty  or  foggy 
mornings,  with  the  water  just  becoming  crinkled 
by  the  breeze  as  the  fog  lifts.  On  such  mornings 
Master  Esox  is  early  astir,  and  liberal  is  the 
reward  of  the  angler  who  is  enthusiastic  enough 
to  be  out  at  daylight  to  provide  his  pikeship  with 
an  early  breakfast. 

On  shallow,  reedy  meres  or  broads  very  cold 
weather  seems  to  render  the  fish  torpid,  while  a 
gale  of  wind  drives  them  in  among  the  reeds. 
Very  windy  days  always  seem  to  me  an  abomina- 
tion in  pike  fishing ;  they  render  spinning  exceed- 
ingly uncomfortable,  and  the  action  of  the  waves 
kills  or  weakens  double  or  more  the  quantity  of 
live  bait  one  would  require  in  calmer  weather.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  in  connection  with  cold 
weather  piking  the  discussion  at  present  proceed- 
ing in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  to  whether  Irish  pike 
will  or  wiU  not  afford  sport  during  the  winter ; 
and  at  Slapton  Ley  and  Torcross  they  appear  to 
have  good  piking  during  the  summer  months. 

But  I  think  that  among  fish  whose  vagaries  tend 
to  upset  the  angler's  conception  of  favourable 
angling  days,  the  bream  stands  pre-eminent ;  at 
least,  I  know  the  bream  of  our  Norfolk  broads 
does.  I  am  always  doubtful  when  enquiring  of 
the  numerous  bream  anglers  I  meet  many  a 
time  and  oft"  during  the  season  on  a  certain 
noted  Norfolk  broad,  as  I  row  or  sail  on  it  on  my 
way  to  the  roach  swims  in  the  river,  as  to  what 
answer  I  shall  receive.  On  many  apparently 
"  extra-ideal  days  "  in  July  or  August  the  reply 
is,  "  no  sport  at  all,"  or,  "  only  a  few  flats  " ;  while 
on  another  lowering,  stormy  morning,  with  a 
blusterous  north-wester  making  the  yachts  heel 
over  under  a  couple  of  reefs,  the  answer,  given  in 
a  tone  of  satisfaction,  may  be  "  Oh,  we're  doing 
pretty  well  to-day — got  nearly  five  stone  already." 
Thus  the  uncertainties  of  bream  fishing. 

I  remember  one  winter,  while  fishing  for  roach 
for  pike  bait  (and  it  was  a  cold,  rough,  stormy 
January  forenoon),  I  discovered,  to  my  surprise, 
that  the  bream  were  strongly  on  the  feed  to 
paste,  the  first  hint  being  given  by  getting  into 
what  I  imagined  to  be  a  record  roach  while  using 
an  8oz.  dace  punt  rod  and  finest  drawn  gut.  The 
2flb.  bream  it  proved  to  be  gave  me,  as  the 
Norfolkers  phrase  it,  "  a  pretty  du'in  tew,"  before 
he  was  scooped  in  with  a  basin  by  a  wherryman. 
After  that  I  attacked  the  "  bellows  "  brotherhood 
with  more  suitable  tackle,  and  for  two  or  three 
weeks  of  the  most  wretched,  wet,  stormy,  cold 
weather  imaginable  (saving  that  it  did  not  snow) 
I  had  better  sport  ledgering  for  bream  with  white 
paste  than  I  had  had  duiing  the  whole  of  the 
much  anticipated  summer  season. 

It  may  be  remarked,  en  passant,  that  they  did 
not  weigh  heavy,  never  quite  reaching  31b.,  but 
this  arose  from  the  fact  that  they  were  at  that 
time  of  year  very  bony  and  thin,  though  pretty 
big ;  but  they  were  exceedingly  active,  more  so 


than  summer  fish  I  have  caught.  I  think  I  have 
before  referred  in  the  Gazette  (while  on  the 
subject  of  piscine  vagaries)  to  catching  a  bream 
on  artificial  fly,  but  this  was  probably  attributable 
to  a  freak  of  the  breeding  season. 

However,  it  is  hardly  fair  handling  of  a  subject 
to  treat  it  by  its  antithesis,  and  we  have  dealt 
rather  with  un- ideal  thanjideal  days,  not  with  any 
idea  of  presuming  to  scoff  at  the  accepted  theories 
on  such  an  interesting  matter,  but  rather,  as 
before  observed,  in  a  spirit  of  speculative  inquiry 
as  to  whether  it  may  not  be  possible  to  be  hyper- 
critical as  to  the  weather  in  which  we  go  a-fishing, 
or  unjust  at  times  to  lay  all  the  blame  of  non- 
success  upon  that  much  maligned,  Mrs.  Harris- 
kind-of-person,  the  clerk  of  the  weather.  Of 
course,  a  reasonable  amount  of  skill  on  the  part 
of  the  angler  has  been  assumed  in  alluding  to  the 
subject ;  with  duffers  it  is  not  only  the  weather 
that  is  at  fault — it  is  the  rods,  the  tackle,  the 
boat,  the  boatmen,  or  the  water  being  poached,  or 
some  other  fertUe  imagining  with  which  they  salve 
their  amour  propre,  but  no  one  is  deceived  by 
them.  And,  after  all,  whether  our  ideals  of  angling 
days  are  absolutely  correct  or  not,  so  long  as  they 
satisfy  us,  and  our  sport  does  not  greatly  suffer 
by  them,  what  doth  it  seriously  signify,  except  as 
a  matter  for  a  friendly  "  crack  "  over  the  club- 
room  fire,  with  pipes  a-going. 

Angling  is  not  all  purely  a  matter  of  catching 
fish,  and  I  fancy  most  anglers,  even  when  some 
new  piscatorial  scientist  has  arisen  to  prove  (to 
his  own  satisfaction,  at  least)  that  their  fondly 
cherished  ideals  are  all  topsy-turvy,  and  that  we 
ought  to  fly-fish  for  trout  in  December,  and  live- 
bait  for  pike  in  May,  will  still  be  constrained,  if 
only  by  force  of  habit,  to  abide  by  them. 

0.  H.  T. 


GRAND  SPORT  WITH  THE  TUNA. 


It  will  be  many  years  ere  I  forget  my  first 
introduction  to  the  tuna — that  stubborn,  savage 
fighter,  game  to  the  last  dying  rush,  a  terror  to 
the  tyro  angler,  and  oftentimes,  indeed,  not  to  be 
conquered  even  by  the  most  experienced  fisher- 
man. 

One  beautiful  afternoon  when  sea,  sky,  and 
mountains  were  glorious  with  the  varying  tints 
which  seem  peculiar  to  Santa  Catalina,  I  started 
forth  with  my  cousin,  B.,  in  the  launch  Mildred, 
owned  and  handled  by  Harry  Elms,  of  Avalon — 
and  what  Harry  doesn't  know  about  the  game 
fish  of  Catalina  waters,  also  handling  and  gaffing 
the  same  when  the  right  time  comes,  let  someone 
else  try  and  find  out. 

For  a  while  we  trolled  for  yellowtail,  and  when 
off  the  Seal  Rocks  the  keen  eyes  of  Harry  dis- 
covered signs  of  tuna  off  shore.  The  launch  was 
headed  toward  them,  and  B.,  reeling  in  his  line, 
rigged  a  tuna  rod,  and  as  we  had  no  flyingfish — 
the  usual  bait — we  used  a  large  smelt  instead,  and 
the  lure  was  soon  trolling  some  150£t.  astern.  I 
retained  my  yellowtail  rig,  but  shortened  the  line 
that  I  might  reel  in  more  quickly  and  be  out  of 
the  way  should  B.  get  a  strike.  Suddenly  I  was 
startled  by  the  screech  of  B.'s  reel,  and  almost 
instantaneously  my  rod  was  nearly  jerked  from 
my  hands,  and  to  the  music  of  my  screaming  reel 
the  line  fairly  smoked,  when  I  put  on  the  leather 
brake,  endeavouring  to  check  the  first  mad  rush 
of  the  fish.  H.  jumped  to  his  engine  and  reversed, 
that  we  might  gain  line.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
two  fish  crossed,  and  we  were  therefore  obliged  to 
change  places  and  pass  our  rods  over  or  under  to 
prevent  a  bad  tangle  up  of  lines  ;  and  as  the  fish 
towed  us  out  to  rough  water,  we  both  realised 
that  we  had  trouble  ahead.  After  our  repeated 
changes  of  position  back  and  forth,  which  in  the 
heavy  sea  proved  to  be  anything  but  an  easy 
mattier,  both  fish  sounded  deeply  and  kept  up  a 
powerful  strain  upon  the  rod.  Foot  by  foot  we 
"  pumped  "  the  fish  nearer  the  surface  by  slowly 
raising  the  rod  by  main  strength,  then  gathering 
in  the  slack  line  by  lowering  the  tip  and  reeling 
quickly  in.  Several  times  ail  the  gain  was  lost  by 
the  fish  making  a  savage  rush ;  then  the  pump- 
ing was  resumed.  After  one  and  one-half  hours 
from  the  strike  B.'s  fish  gradually  weakened,  and 
was  carefully  reeled  in  and  cleverly  gaffed  by 
Harry.  The  weight  was  9616.,  and  B.  laid  down 
his  rod  with  a  sigh  of  relief,  and  rubbed  his 
benumbed  fingers  and  aching  muscles. 

At  this  time  my  fish  seemed  to  be  as  fresh  as 
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ever.  With  my  light  rod  I  was  able  to  raise  the 
fish  but  very  little  at  a  time,  and  the  savage 
rushes  proved  to  be  too  much  for  muscles  unused 
to  such  a  strain. 

Another  hour  passed,  and  as  we  slowly  steamed 
along  the  fish  steadily  kept  with  us,  bearing 
heavily  on  the  line,  keeping  it  tense  as  a  harp 
string.  Purple  shadows  slowly  crept  over  the  sea 
and  up  the  sides  of  the  mountains,  whose  tops 
still  reflected  the  gorgeous  hues  of  the  setting 
sun.  Wearily  dragged  another  hour,  and  yet  the 
fish  showed  but  slight  signs  of  weakening. 
Slowly  and  rythmically  came  the  long,  deep 
pulsations  of  the  Pacific,  its  surface  now  unruffled 
and  reflecting  the  last  pale  tints  of  sunset. 
Night  coming  on,  I  made  one  more  effort,  but  my 
overworked  fingers  refused  to  work  the  reel 
handle,  and  I  found  it  impossible  to  use  the 
leather  brake  with  sufficient  force,  and  so  after  a 
four  hours'  struggle  I  was  reluctantly  compelled 
to  hand  over  the  rod  to  B.,  for  I  was  completely 
used  up  and  well  beaten  by  my  first  tuna.  B., 
who  was  now  well  rested,  brought  the  fish  to  gaff. 
Weight,  1021b.  Thus  I  lost  my  first  chance  for 
the  coveted  button  of  the  Tuna  Club,  the  rules 
of  the  club  requiring  the  fish  to  be  brought  to 
gaff  unaided. 

The  following  three  weeks  will  no  doubt  be 
long  remembered  by  all  anglers  in  Avalon.  All 
previous  records  as  to  number  of  fish  taken  were 
broken.  Wonderful  indeed  to  witness  were  the 
spectacular  leaps  of  the  tuna  as  they  rushed  in 
great  schools  after  mackerel  and  tiyingfish,  and 
lashed  the  water  into  sheets  of  foam.  Nearly 
every  man,  woman,  and  child  became  temporarily 
tuna  mad.  During  the  day  many  eyes  carefully 
scanned  the  sea,  and  when  a  boat  was  discovered 
headed  for  Avalon,  the  tuna  flag  proudly  flutter- 
ing in  the  breeze,  great  was  the  rush  to  the  beach 
to  greet  the  victorious  angler  and  to  see  the 
beautiful  fish,  glowing  with  tints  of  copper,  silver, 
and  purple,  brought  ashore  and  weighed  amid 
many  guesses  as  to  the  weight.  Should  the  fish 
prove  to  be  the  angler's  first  button  fish,  hearty 
were  the  congratulations  of  admiring  friends,  and 
the  ever-present  photographer  posed  his  subject, 
with  boatmen  and  fish,  and  secured  an 
indisputable  proof  of  success  for  the  delighted 
angler  to  send  to  his  doubting  friends. 

On  the  other  hand,  many  tales  of  woe  and 
disaster  were  told  by  the  returning  fisherman — 
lines  parted,  rods  smashed,  reels  wrecked,  fijigers 
jammed,  knuckles  skinned;  and  as  a  rule  the 
largest  fish  of  all  lost  just  at  the  critical  moment. 
The  ladies  also  entered  heartily  into  the  spirit  of 
the  sport,  and  kept  an  eager  eye  upon  the 
launch  in  which  their  lords  aijd  masters  cruised 
up  and  down,  following  the  feeding  fish,  and 
when  the  launch  stopped,  reversed,  and  soon 
slowly  pursued  a  varying  course,  then  it  was  I 
known  that  the  fight  had  commenced.  The 
appearance  of  the  tuna  flag  flung  to  the  breeze 
proclaimed  the  victory  to  the  delighted  better-half 
on  shore.  One  gentleman,  after  days  of  patient 
trolling,  struck  a  tuna,  and  while  he  was  playing 
it  a  huge  shark  bit  immense  chunks  from  the 
fighting  fish,  which  was  reeled  in  minus  some  251b. 
of  flesh.  The  unexplained  rule,  viz.,  to  square  the 
girth  of  the  fish,  multiply  by  the  length  and  divide 
by  800,  which  has  proved  to  be  reliable  in  getting 
at  the  weight  of  a  fish,  came  to  his  rescue,  and  it 
was  proved  beyond  all  question  that  the  fish,  when 
intact,  had  exceeded  1001b.,  and  the  button  was 
awarded,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  gentle- 
man and  his  friends. 

During  these  days  the  fish  displayed  many 
peculiarities.  At  times  they  would  put  up  a 
tremendous  fight,  and  again  were  landed  com- 
paratively  easy;  but  it  was  demonstrated  that 
with  up-to-date  tackle  the  fish  could  be  brought 
to  gaff  in  much  quicker  time  than  has  been 
supposed  heretofore  possible. 

For  a  number  of  days,  owing  to  the  condition  of 
my  hands,  I  could  only  look  on  and  witness  the 
sport,  but  later  I  got  fast  to  several  tuna,  only  to 
part  line  or  leader  by  forcing  the  fish  too  hard. 
Then  followed  several  weeks,  during  which  no 
bait  would  tempt  the  fish,  though  they  were  seen 
in  larger  schools,  swimming  with  fins  and  tails 
above  the  surface  during  the  middle  of  the  day, 
and  leaping  high  in  early  morning.  Disappointed, 
but  by  no  means  discouraged,  I  left  the  island  for 
a  few  weeks.  Then  again  the  fish  began  to 
strike,  and  I  returned  to  Avalon.  In  a  few  days 
with  Bert  Neal  as  boatman,  I  took  a  1161b.  tuna. 


bringing  it  to  gaff  in  forty-five  minutes;  and 
again,  with  Art,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  for 
gaffsman  and  boatman,  I  landed  one  of  1261b.  in 
thirty-five  minutes,  and  therefore  obtained  the 
coveted  blue  butfon  of  the  Tuna  Club. 

Now  a  word  to  anglers  in  regard  to  Santa 
Catalina.  The  fishing  is  so  unlike  our  Atlantic 
coast  angling,  it  will  prove  a  delightful  novelty  to 
an  Eastern  man.  By  all  means  try  it  if  possible ; 
the  island  is  unique.  There  one's  fishing  is  the 
perfection  of  ease  until  the  fish  strikes,  then  look 
out.  One  sits  in  a  comfortable  chair  with  a  back 
in  the  stern  of  the  launch  with  a  companion 
beside  one  if  desired ;  but  if  after  tuna  don't  both 
troll  at  the  same  time  ;  you  are  more  than  liable 
to  lose  one  or  both  fish.  In  these  waters  no 
anxiety  need  be  felt  in  regard  to  sudden  squalls 
or  storms,  for  it  is  a  perpetual  summer  sea.  As 
one  glides  out  of  the  little  curved  bay  of  Avalon, 
past  Sugar  Loaf  on  the  port,  and  a  rugged, 
picturesque  promontory  on  the  starboard,  one 
cannot  but  be  charmed  by  the  lovely  view  of 
Avalon,  backed  by  mountains  so  entirely  unlike 
any  seen  in  the  east.  One  notices  the  varying 
shades  of  brown,  grey,  ash,  and  pink.  Then  one 
is  amazed  at  the  wonderful  colours  of  the  sea — 
indigo,  purple,  opal,  and  endless  shades  of  blue 
and  green.  Extremely  interesting  is  the  marine 
life,  which  is  very  much  like  that  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Toward  sunset  the  mountains,  which 
perhaps  at  noon  one  had  pronounced  barren, 
harsh,  and  uninteresting,  change  in  appearance. 
The  rugged  outlines  become  softened,  and  as  the 
shadows  deepen,  the  gorgeous  hues  of  the  sunset 
sky  mingle  with  the  sea  tints.  Away  to  the  east  the 
coast  range  shows  clear  and  blue ;  at  times  snow- 
tipped.  At  this  hour  one  is  apt  to  forget  the 
trolling  bait  astern,  and  to  be  lost  in  admii-ation. 
Here  sea  birds  and  seals  are  undisturbed,  and 
are  very  fearless,  and  add  greatly  to  the  scene. 
The  launches  are  well  equipped  as  to  rods,  reels, 
&c.,  though  to  use  one's  own  tackle  is  a  source  of 
much  greater  satisfaction.  The  men  I  have 
mentioned,  also  several  others,  are  reliable,  well 
posted,  and  up  to  all  the  various  peculiarities  of 
the  fish,  and  will  do  all  possible  for  the  visitor. 

As  the  fishing  for  black  sea  bass,  also  called  jew- 
fish,  has  been  recently  so  ably  described  by  Prof. 
Charles  I.  Holder  in  the  Forest  and  Stream,  I 
will  only  mention  that  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Los  Angeles  Times  the  capture  of  a  4051b.  jewfish 
is  recorded.  The  fish,  however,  cannot  be 
recorded  in  the  tournament  of  the  Tuna  Club,  for 
the  gentleman  who  struck  the  fish  in  the 
generosity  of  his  heart  handed  the  rod  to  his  less 
fortunate  companion  to  land  the  fish.  May  such 
a  spirit  always  prevail  among  all  true  anglers. 
Fishing  for  the  yellowtail  has  also  been  well 
described,  and  I  will  only  add  as  my  humble 
opinion  that  if  a  1501b.  fish  possessed  the  propor- 
tionate strength,  speed,  and  dash  of  a  251b. 
yellowtail,  the  rod  and  line  is  yet  to  be  devised  to 
hold  such  a  fish. 

Among  my  angling  memories  I  shall  always 
look  back  to  the  happy  days  passed  on  the  island 
aptly  called  the  Magic  Isle,  amid  summer  seas, 
Santa  Catalina. 

Cazadob,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


UNITED  DEVON  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  Guildhall,  Exeter,  on  Friday,  Nov.  16, 
1900,  an  address  will  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Edgar 
S.  Shrubsole,  F.Z  S.  (Curator  Natural  History 
Department,  Crystal  Palace ;  Hon.  Curator 
Society  of  Experimental  Fish  Culture,  &c.),  under 
the  auspices  of  the  United  Devon  Association, 
the  subject  being  "  The  Cultivation  of  Salmonidx 
in  Devonshire." 

Lord  Clinton  (Lord-Lieutenant  of  the  County 
of  Devon,  and  President  of  the  United  Devon 
Association)  will  preside.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  at  2.30  p.m.,  and  the  various  boards  of 
conservators,  and  city,  borough,  and  county 
public  bodies  will  be  represented. 

Mr.  Shrubsole  is  advocating  the  erection  of 
hatcheries  on  the  Devonshire  rivers  and  streams 
as  a  means  of  improving  the  impoverished  waters 
of  the  county.  As  the  subject  is  of  great  interest 
and  importance  to  anglers,  riparian  owners,  and 
others  concerned  in  the  development  of  Devon- 
shire as  a  sporting  centre,  all  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  co-operate  with  the  executive. 

Communications  may  be  addressed  to  Mr.  C.  J. 
Ross,  227,  High-street,  Exeter. 


WHERE  THE  BIG  FISH  LIE. 


The  usual  attack  on  the  Cornish  cream  has  but 
just  commenced  when  Jimmy  sends  up  a 
messenger  to  say  that  the  morning  breeze  shows 
signs  of  dying  away  as  the  sun's  heat  increases, 
and  an  immediate  start  would  be  advisable  if  we 
did  not  want  to  row  all  across  the  bay.  Ten 
minutes  more  finds  the  boat's  head  pointing  for 
Plady  on  our  first  tack.  As  mackerel  are  breaking 
all  around,  and  the  boat  requires  but  little  steering, 
Jimmy  proceeds  to  reel  off  some  50yds.  of  cord 
as  stout  as  a  clothes  line,  with  a  boat  lead  of  at 
least  2lb.  at  the  end,  followed  by  a  few  fathoms 
of  finer  stufP,  tipped  with  one  of  my  whiting 
hooks  and  a  slip  of  pilchard.  My  silk  line,  with  a 
"  Bates  adjustable  "  railing  lead  and  a  9ft.  collai', 
works  on  the  weather  quarter,  and  the  mackerel 
come  with  reasonable  impartiality  to  both  tackles. 
We  tack  close  to  the  beach,  and  go  off  on  a  long 
board  to  far  outside  the  Rannies,  crossing  the 
Sharbeterry  reefs,  where  at  due  seasons  pollack 
abound,  and  chads,  alas !  are  by  no  means  scarce, 
and  then  by  tack  and  tack  we  work  right  out  to 
sea  towards  our  distant  goal. 

When  about  three  miles  from  land  we  hear  a 
resounding  splash,  like  the  fall  of  a  mass  of  cliff 
or  a  piece  of  iceberg,  but  not  until  the  noise  has 
been  repeated  two  or  three  times  do  we  discover 
its  cause.  Then,  at  nearly  half  a  mile  fi'om  us, 
we  see  a  long,  lithe,  grey  body  fly  20ft.  up  into 
the  air,  and  fall  again,  raising  a  smother  of  spray 
and  foam.  It  is  a  thresher  shark,  and  a  fine 
one  at  that,  killing  mackerel  for  his  breakfast 
in  his  own  peculiar  fashion. 

The  breeze  has  been  dying  away,  and  now  the 
surface  is  rippled  only  here  and  there  with  flaws 
and  catspaws,  so,  after  helping  the  boat  along  for 
a  while  with  a  "  lee-oar,"  we  resign  ourselves  to 
fate,  and  pull  th^  last  mile  under  a  broiling  sun. 

The  leading  mark  for  our  fishing  ground,  which 
is  a  small  tor,  far  inland,  is  hidden  by  the  haze ; 
but  on  our  last  visit  to  the  reef  we  had  taken 
other  marks,  and  when  the  killick  drops  we 
can  tell  at  once  from  the  depth  that  we 
are  well  over  the  top  of  the  rock.  Another 
boat,  which,  "  pulling  four,"  has  been  rapidly 
overhauling  us,  takes  its  position  close  by, 
and  we  welcome  the  local  champions  —  the 
laughing  boy  and  his  father,  with  their  two 
patrons.  That  we  have  found  the  fish  is  soon 
pleasantly  evident,  for  Jimmy  hauls  in  a  121b. 
pollack,  and  shortly  after  my  rod  is  bending  with 
the  struggles  of  a  similar  one.  Then  two  or  three 
of  smaller  size  and  a  brace  of  fine  mackerel 
come  up,  and  there  succeeds  a  long  spell  of  rest, 
for  the  tide  just  now  is  flowing  in  its  strength, 
and  the  fish  are  in  shelter  under  the  curtain  of  the 
streaming  kelp-weed.  Jimmy  beguiles  the  time 
with  a  pasty  of  considerable  superficial  area, 
washed  down  with  a  couple  of  bottles  of  Rechabite 
champagne,  and  then  subsides  into  an  open- 
mouthed  and  stertorous  slumber.  I,  too,  am  dozing, 
when  a  screech  from  the  reel  brings  me  back  from 
dreamland,  to  find  my  line  running  out  at  a  rare 
pace.  The  pull  being  almost  horizontal,  it  can- 
not be  a  pollack,  and,  after  a  few  minutes'  fighting, 
the  back  fin  of  a  little  shark  appears  on  the 
surface.  He  makes  a  dash  to  get  round  the 
cable,  but  is  happily  unsuccessful,  and  then  comes 
alongside,  close  enough  for  us  to  distinguish 
the  brilliant  blue  of  his  sinewy  back  and  the 
gleam  of  lambent  fire  in  his  wicked  eyes.  Then 
Jimmy,  after  two  or  three  misses,  gets  the  gaff 
into  his  shoulder,  but  with  a  desperate  wrench  he 
tears  himself  loose,  snaps  the  treble  gut,  and 
takes  himself  off  in  most  leisurely  fashion.  Again 
there  is  quiet  for  a  time,  save  for  an  occasional 
nibble  from  the  bream.  We  catch  a  few  of  from 
lib.  to  31b.,  but  being  intent  on  bigger  game,  both 
our  hooks  and  our  baits  are  much  too  large  for 
the  comparatively  small  mouths  of  bream. 

When  the  sun  is  sinking  low  beyond  the  Dod- 
man  Head,  and  the  tide  is  well  spent,  there  is  a 
sudden  drag  on  Jimmy's  line,  and  he  is  soon 
testing  the  relative  strengths  of  Russian  hemp 
and  a  big  "  rawner."  My  turn  comes  soon  with  a 
powerful  fish,  which  will  not  be  denied,  but  has  to 
be  given  a  lot  of  line.  He  "  sounds "  like  a 
stricken  whale,  and  weeds  my  line  among  the 
kelp,  and  there  is  no  resource  but  to  break  it. 
After  the  appropriate  remarks  I  bend  another 
trace,  and  next  time  endeavour  to  keep  the  fish  in 
hand,  but  he  gets  the  point  of  the  rod  down  and 
snaps  the  trace,  which  had  not  yet  had  time  to 
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soak.  Meanwhile  Jimmy  has  bnoyed  a  second 
line  and  hooked  a  fish  on  each,  naturally  only 
saving  one  of  them,  and  soon  after  we  have  three 
fish  in  play  at  once.  One  of  Jim's  breaks  him ; 
the  other,  and  mine,  cross  the  lines,  and  then 
sweep  the  lot  round  the  cable.  My  ga£E  breaks 
where  the  shark  had  sprung  it,  and  as  Jim's  had 
been  smashed  long  before  we  have  a  rare  job  to 
save  the  fish  and  set  right  the  "  sea  horse  "  of 
jumbled  tackle  that  litters  the  bottom  of  the  boat. 
This  loses  us  a  precious  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
when  we  get  to  work  again  the  fish  have  mostly 
shifted  their  swim,  so  that  now  we  only  get  one 
at  a  time,  while  in  the  other  boat  rods  and  lines 
are  at  it  fast  and  furious,  and  the  smiles  of  the 
laughing  boy  are  ringing  through  the  evening  air. 

The  moon  is  rising  when  we  settle  down  for  the 
long  row  home,  and  presently  the  Eddystone 
flares  up  upon  our  quarter ;  so  steering  by  its 
flashes  we  slowly  work  our  way.  In  the  gathering 
darkness  the  still  air  is  made  alive  by  a  twittering 
as  of  a  great  flock  of  little  birds  settling  to  roost. 
This  is  caused  by  countless  shoals  of  pilchards 
breaking  and  playing  on  the  surface,  and  surely  this 
must  be  the  "  innumerable  laughter  "  of  the  sea,  of 
which  the  old  Greek  spoke.  In  the  solemn  gloom 
we  hear  the  bell-buoy  tolling  its  lugubrious  dong, 
and  then  songs  and  shouts  from  drift-boats, 
riding  to  their  nets,  strike  a  more  cheerful  note. 
We  open  out  the  white  beam  from  the  little 
lighthouse,  pick  our  way  among  the  punts  at 
their  moorings,  and,  with  a  few  strong  pulls 
against  the  land-breeze  and  the  current  of  the 
river,  we  are  at  the  quay  once  more.  Jim  is 
immediately  engaged  in  a  deal  with  the  local 
jowters,  who  hawk  coarse  fish  for  sale  in  upland 
villages,  so  the  scales  are  in  requisition  at  once. 
The  first  seven  fish — all  "  rawners  "  but  one — tell 
up  to  just  a  hundredweight.  The  remainder,  a 
mixed  lot  of  thirty-five,  come  to  three-quarters 
more — "and  so  to  supper,"  as  the  late  Mr. 
Samuel  Pepys  would  say. 

But  on  the  next  day  and  thereafter  there  were 
no  more  mackerel,  for  the  thrasher  chevied  them 
all  out  of  the  bay.  Hamtjs. 


FLOODS  AND  PROSPECTS  IN  THE 
NORTH  OF  ENGLAND. 


Up  to  Friday,  Oct.  26,  thei-e  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  rain  in  the  North  of  England.  None 
of  the  rivers  were  very  high,  but  they  were 
all  above  normal  level,  and  the  land  was 
saturated.  On  the  Friday  night  a  rainstorm  of 
exceptional  severity  broke  over  the  counties  of 
Durham  and  Northumberland.  For  upwards  of 
twelve  hours  the  rain  came  down  in  sheets,  and 
by  daylight  on  the  Saturday  morning  all  low- 
lying  land  was  under  water,  and  such  a  state  of 
flood  existed  as  has  not  been  experienced  for  very 
many  years.  The  writer  was  staying  on  the 
banks  of  the  Team,  a  little  tributary  of  the  Tyne, 
which  once  was  famous  for  its  trout.  Now  it  is 
given  over  to  paper-making  and  like  industries. 
The  water  came  over  the  banks  of  the  stream 
and  filled  all  the  houses  up  to  their  first  stories. 
Hundreds  of  sheep  and  cattle  were  drowned,  all 
the  works  were  flooded,  railway  communication 
was  cut  off  for  some  hours,  and  there  was  a 
general  state  of  chaos.  As  soon  as  communica- 
tion was  resumed,  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
running  through  the  flooded  districts,  and  can 
say  that,  in  an  experience  of  between  thirty  and 
forty  years,  I  remember  nothing  quite  so  bad. 
As  the  railway  cuttings  were  turned  into  reser- 
voirs, one  had  to  go  by  all  sorts  of  devious  routes 
SQ  as  to  reach  the  river.  All  the  small  streams 
emptying  into  the  Tyne  on  the  south  side  were 
raging  torrents,  and  the  main  stream  was  coming 
down  in  big  force.  The  Wansbeck,  which  sadly 
needed  cleansing  of  the  filth  which  is  poured  in 
by  the  town  of  Morpeth,  was  up  to  the  top  of  the 
cHfE  in  Bothal  Woods,  and  the  Coquet  was  in 
bigger  spate  than  ever  I  have  seen  it.  On  the 
Alne  three  bridges  were  washed  away,  and  the 
haughs  were  all  under  water.  Breamish,  Wooler 
Water,  Till,  Glen,  and  Whitadder  were  povir- 
ing  an  immense  volume  of  water  into  the 
Tweed.  There  must  have  been  some  destruction 
of  fish  life,  but  as  it  is  known  that  immense  quanti- 
ties of  salmon  and  sea  trout  had  been  on  the  coast 
for  some  time  waiting  for  a  rise  in  the  water,  it  is 
safe  to  presume  that  the  floods  allowed  a  great 
number  of  fish  to  reach  decent  spawning  ground. 


The  Alne  was  so  high  that  bull  trout  had  no 
trouble  in  getting  over  the  dams  below  Alnwick, 
and  a  pathway  for  the  same  fish  was  made  easy 
on  the  Coquet.  On  the  Tyne  the  flood  was  big 
enough  to  sweep  out  the  sewage  and  alkali 
refuse,  which  the  salmon  have  so  much  difiiculty 
in  facing  between  Gateshead  and  Jarrow  Slack, 
and  the  fish  in  the  "  playground "  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  no  doubt  took  advantage  of  the 
chance,  and  reached  the  pure  waters  above  Cor- 
bridge  before  the  river  fell  again. 

Between  the  Wear  and  Humber  nothing  like 
the  same  quantity  of  water  fell,  but  there  was 
quite  enough  to  flood  the  rivers,  and  con- 
sequently the  heart  of  the  grayling  fisher  is  glad, 
for  the  streams  had  got  so  stale  that  they  were 
scarcely  worth  fishing. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  there  is  still  a  lot  of 
fresh  in  the  Yorkshire  streams,  but  they  have 
been  cleansed,  and  are  fining  down,  and  only  a 
sharp  frost  is  needed  to  make  grayling  fishing 
possible. 

Those  interested  in  salmon  angling  in  York- 
shire, which,  by  the  way,  is  nearly  a  thing  of  the 
past,  except  on  the  Whitby  Esk,  will  be  glad  to 
learn  that  the  floods  had  the  effect  of  getting  rid 
of  the  wall  of  inklike  filth  which  had  come  from 
the  rivers  Aire  and  Calder,  and  was  banked  up  in 
the  Ouse.  The  authority  dealing  with  river 
pollution  has  done  much  during  the  past  few 
years,  without  interfering  unduly  with  the  great 
industries  of  the  county,  in  mitigation  of  the 
dreadful  pollution  of  the  streams  flowing  from 
the  West  Riding  to  the  East,  but  they  have  not 
succeeded  yet  in  getting  rid  of  the  refuse  which 
has  killed  the  salmon  fishery.  However,  they 
have  done  enough  to  make  it  possible  for  salmon 
on  an  ordinary  rise  of  water  to  get  beyond  the 
polluted  area  and  into  the  pure  tributaries.  The 
flood  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  week  swept  away 
all  impurities,  and  I  anticipate  that  we  shall  hear 
of  salmon  pairing  on  the  Rye  and  Yore,  and 
perhaps  on  some  other  streams.  I  am  optimistic 
enough  to  believe  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  the  county  becoming  of  con- 
siderable value  again.  A  great  number  of  sea 
trout  have  run  into  the  Esk  at  Whitby.  Scalby 
Beck  has  also  received  a  small  head  of  fish,  and 
all  the  little  streams  on  the  coast,  especially  those 
emptying  into  Robin  Hood's  Bay,  now  hold  buU 
trout.  J.  W.  Blaket. 


A  DAT  WITH  THE  RED  TAIL. 


As  an  utterly  unselfish  angler  I  could  not 
find  it  in  my  heart  to  grumble  at  the  copious 
showers  which  fell  on  a  certain  day  in  the  first 
week  of  the  present  month,  upon  which  day  I  had 
had  accorded  to  me  a  great  treat,  namely,  liberty 
to  fish  one  of  the  finest  grayling  waters  in  the 
kingdom.  I  have  written  "  showers,"  but  I  may 
as  well  state,  and  have  done  with  that  part  of  the 
matter,  that  from  nine  in  the  morning,  when  I 
strolled  to  the  waterside,  clad  from  top  to  toe  in 
rainproof  garments,  to  make  a  raid  upon  the 
"  flower  of  fishes,"  as  St.  Ambrose  so  delightfully 
terms  the  thyme-scented  grayling,  until  four 
o'clock  there  was  one  continuous  drizzle,  varied 
only  by  downpours  heavy  enough  to  compel  one 
to  beat  an  undignified  retreat  into  a  cosy  hut 
and  enjoy  compulsory  rest  over  the  pipe  of 
peace  while  waiting  for  the  rain  to  give  over, 
which  latter  it  never  did.  Many  of  the  trees  were 
still  heavy  with  leafage  of  bright  and  varied  hues, 
only  waiting,  alas  !  for  the  first  frost  to  lay  bare 
and  naked  their  stems,  until  the  joyous  spring 
should  once  again  come  round  and  cause  them  to 
burst  out  afresh  into  life. 

The  river,  the  locality  of  which  I  am  not  free  to 
give,  was  much  freshened  up  by  the  rains  which 
had  fallen ;  but  the  banks  were  on  the  soft  side, 
and  the  planks  crossing  sundry  water  channels 
necessitated  careful  treading,  as  an  unexpected 
slip  on  the  part  of  the  unwary  might  have  resulted 
in  a  di'op  into  3ft.  of  clear  water. 

Of  course,  when  visiting  a  strange,  or  nearly  so, 
fishing  ground  one  generally  takes  the  advice  of 
the  keeper  as  to  the  most  likely  fly  to  use,  what 
has  been  on  the  water,  and  interesting  matters  of 
this  sort.  I  did  not  depart  from  this  course,  and 
in  reply  to  the  usual  inquiry  the  intelligent 
custodian,  somewhat  to  my  surprise,  voted  for  one 
of  my  Red  Tails.  For  a  moment  I  failed  to 
grasp  his  meaning,  but  it  suddenly  flashed  across 


my  mind  that  he  alluded  to  the  Green  Insect, 
with  which  I  had  killed  good  fish  on  a  previous 
occasion  on  the  same  stream.  The  keeper  had  a 
sneaking  fondness  for  this  pattern,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  taking  appearance,  but  because  it 
was  seldom  tried  on  his  water,  and  because,  also, 
it  had  already  proved  itself  to  be  an  excellent 
killer.  So  the  Green  Insect,  with  an  Ibis  Tag,  on 
a  No.  0  hook,  was  selected  and  aflixed  to  the  cast. 

It  appeared,  after  due  consideration  of  the  pros 
and  cons  of  the  case,  that  as  there  seemed  to  be 
every  likelihood  of  the  rain  holding,  and  that  it 
would  be  well  nigh  useless  to  attempt  to  keep  a 
fly  dry  for  any  length  of  time  without  untold 
exertions,  it  would  be  preferable,  and  perhaps 
quite  as  satisfactory,  to  fish  wet,  casting  straight 
across  stream,  and  allowing  the  fly  to  swim  round 
with  the  current.  By  this  means  fancied  spots 
could  be  thoroughly  explored,  and  if  the  grayling 
did  not  rise  to  the  occasion  their  refusal  to  do  so 
could  only  be  attributed  to  their  not  being  in 
a  taking  humour.  Besides,  and  this  decided  this 
all-important  matter — there  was  no  rise  to  be  seen. 
So  the  wet  fly  was  voted  nem.  con.  I  cast  out  a  few 
yards  of  line  to  wet  the  Red  Tail,  and  "  jiggered  " 
it  about  a  bit  in  the  operation,  when  there 
was  a  swirl,  which  made  Velveteens  exclaim, 
"  Well,  I'm  blowed,  sir ! "  He  expressed  further 
astonishment  when  it  was  discovered  that  I  had 
hooked  at  this  unartistic  throw,  and  that,  too, 
when  I  was  only  playing  at  the  game,  a  fine 
lib.  8oz.  grayling.  I  steered  it  adroitly  through 
a  weed  bed  only  to  lose  it  in  a  clear  channel  close 
to  the  bank  as  it  was  j  ust  about  to  be  netted.  Still, 
it  seemed  as  if  the  grayling  were  taking  well 
under  water,  and  I  began  to  count  my  chickens. 
I  would  send  a  brace  to  so  and  so,  and  another 

couple  to  a  second  friend,  perhaps  a  few  to  . 

But  my  reverie  was  cut  short  by  my  gillie 
suggesting  that  something  was  amiss  with  the  fly. 
Sure  enough  the  hook  had  almost  straightened 
out,  owing  to  the  wire  having  been  badly 
tempered,  causing  me  to  lose  the  first  fish  I  had 
on.  A  new  Red  Tail  was  substituted,  and  the 
white  hackle,  herl  body,  and  red  tip  soon  attracted 
the  attention  of  another  grayling,  a  bigger  one 
than  the  last.  This  I  had  on  for  a  brief  moment, 
when  it  left  me  bewailing  my  ill-luck.  Yet  a 
third  fish  came  "  unstuck,"  one  close  upon  ■21b. 
This  beauty  I  rose  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  there  being  a  bank  of  weeds  between  me 
and  the  fish.  It  was  little  wonder  that  I  failed 
to  get  the  grayling  over  this  intervening  vegeta- 
tion, and  to  my  growing  chagrin  I  lost  the 
specimen.  However,  there's  luck  in  threes,  so  I 
hoped  that  the  next  ifellow  which  I  rose  would  be 
transferred  to  the  creel.  And  it  was  even  so.  I 
left  the  fishy  fortress,  and  hied  to  a  deeper  and 
less  weedy  part  of  the  stream.  I  soon  picked  up 
a  brace,  but  they  were  much  smaller  than  the 
leash  which  escaped.  Then  I  hooked  a  grand  trout, 
which  leapt  out  of  the  water  on  feeling  the  steel, 
and  disappeared  for  good,  whereat  I  rejoiced 
exceedingly.  I  almost  immediately  afterwards 
landed  a  25-pounder  in  splendid  condition,  con- 
sidering that  we  had  left  several  days  of  the  last 
month  but  one  in  the  year  behind.  It  was,  of 
course,  returned  without  the  faintest  sigh  of 
regi-et. 

The  grayling  seemed  to  wake  up  all  of  a 
sudden,  though  the  rain  prevented  rises  being 
clearly  discerned.  I  had  already  creeled  a  brace 
of  sizeable  fish,  and  something  like  half  a  dozen 
"  scripers,"  which  latter  were  quietly  dropped 
into  the  water  again  to  grow.  But  now  I  observed 
a  distinct  and  very  pronounced  rise,  which  was 
certainly  not  from  a  trout.  I  cast  the  Red  Tail 
and  covered  the  fish,  which  took  the  nondescript 
eagerly.  I  soon  knew  that  I  had  something 
heavy  to  deal  with,  and  my  mental  exclamations 
were  in  this  wise  :  "  I  hope  it  is  hooked  all  right ; 
hang  it,  it's  into  the  weeds  now ;  confound  the 
fish,  I  shall  never  get  it  out ;  if  that  4x  point  goes 
I'm  done  for."  But  I  manoeuvred  it  out  of  the 
weeds.  The  fish  began  to  move  downstream  in 
response  to  a  gentle  pressure  on  my  part,  and 
the  drawn  tip  held  strong  and  sure  ;  a  few  futile 
plunges  and  boiings  and  the  prize  was  secured. 
"  Two  pounds  exactly  by  the  steelyards,  sir,"  was 
the  attendant's  answer  to  my  query  as  to  the  weight 
of  the  well-shaped,  plump  grayling  he  had  netted 
for  me.  But  here  my  sport  amongst  the  big  ones 
came  to  an  end.  I  did  not  rise  another  2-pounder, 
but  I  had  two  and  a  half  brace  of  nice  ones  before 
one  o'clock.    Soon  after  midday  there  was  a  fair 
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hatch  of  very  pale  Olives,  and  the  trout  were 
picking  them  off  the  water  at  a  rare  rate.  The 
grayling  tried  a  sample  now  and  then,  and  as 
luck  would  have  it,  I  had  none  of  the  pattern  by 
me.  I  stuck  to  the  Green  Insect,  but  the 
appetites  of  the  grayling  were  apparently  appeased 
for  the  day. 

The  river  began  to  drop,  and  did  not  cease  until 
it  had  fallen  over  a  foot.  Of  course  the  grayling 
made  no  further  show,  and  sport  was  over.  The 
spoil  was  stowed  away  in  the  creel,  a  dish  of 
lovely  Cray  fishbeing  included  as  a  present  from  the 
admirer  of  the  Red  Tail. 

I  was  not  sorry  when  I  reached  my  temporary 
home  again  and  got  out  of  my  muddy,  dripping, 
cumbersome  waterproofs  into  a  dry  change.  Still, 
I  was  delighted,  notwithstanding  the  unfortu- 
nate weather  which  prevailed,  with  the  success 
which  had  attended  my  day's  fishing  with  the 
ever  popular  Green  Insect.  The  Ohiel. 


THAMES  RO  ACHING  IN  WIN  TEE. 

By  F.  H.  a. 
One  of  the  principal  items  to  study  when 
fishing  the  Thames  in  the  winter,  if  reaching  be 
the  object,  is  the  condition  of  the  water ;  because 
at  that  time  of  the  year  it  is  usually  coloured,  or 
partly  so,  by  rains,  and  sometimes  by  what  is 
generally  termed  "  snow  broth."  Whilst  readily 
admitting  that  a  fair  take  of  roach  may  be  had 
when  the  river  is  suffering  from  adverse  weather, 
there  can  be  no  denjang  the  fact  that  if  the  river 
has  received  the  "  washings  "  of  a  recent  fall  of 
snow,  sport  will  usually  be  poor  amongst  the 
roach.  It  seems  to  be  generally  the  case  that 
Thames  roach  feed  better  in  the  winter,  and  more 
of  the  heavier  fish  are  caught  when  "  Jack  Frost " 
has  helped  to  clear  away  the  weeds  ;  but  a  great 
deal  depends  upon 

THE  TEMPBEATTJRE  OF  THE  WATEB. 

After  a  faU  of  snow  the  temperature  of  the  air  is 
usually  warmer,  whilst  the  "  snow  broth  "  makes 
the  water  colder,  and  hereby  hangs  the  tale  of 
many  a  bad  day's  sport.  It  matters  not  how  cold 
the  day  may  be— provided  that  the  air  and  water 
are  of  the  same  temperature,  sport  should  reward 
any  angler  who  knows  how  and  where  to  fish.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  go  into  details  regarding  tackle. 
Most  anglers  when  fishing  from  a  punt  use  a  short 
rod,  and  bank  anglers  should  use  a  long  one. 
The  composition  of  these  rods  need  little  explana- 
tion. "Whole  cane  with  greenheart  top  for  the 
short  one,  or  a  bamboo  roach  pole  or  a  Nottingham 
built  rod  will  suit  well  for  bank  fishing.  Fine 
tackle  is  necessary ;  a  No.  2  plaited  silk  running 
line  and  fine  gut.  Crystal  hooks  are  best,  and 
those  with  a  fair  lengthed  shank. 

If  the  stream  is  fast  you  will  probably  find  most 
fish  in  the  eddies  and  lay- byes.  Roacti  can  fight 
against  a  heavy  stream  for  about  a  week.  This 
accounts  for  the  failure  of  manv  anglers  to  fiU 
their  c^-eels 

DIRECTLY  AFTER  A  FLOOD, 

but  after  the  first  week  the  fish  begin  to  tire,  and 
work  into  the  eddies.  There  they  find  that  food  has 
been  wk,shed  into  the  side  by  the  stream,  and  they 
naturally  wait  there  for  more.  At  one  time  I 
much  preferred  to  use  a  float  in  eddies,  and  allow 
it  to  work  round  to  its  own  sweet  will ;  but  I  am 
nearly  now  converted  to  float-ledgering,  and  wait- 
ing for  the  fish  to  discover  the  bait.  Although  I 
do  not  recommend  the  use  of  two  hooks  when 
Thames  angling,  it  seems  to  be  very  popular  to  do 
so  when  float-ledgering ;  and  in  winter  time  they 
should  be  baited— one  with  paste,  and  the  other 
with  a  small  red  worm  or  the  tail  of  a  lobworm. 
Although  the  latter  would  seem  to  be  the  more 
"  natural  "  bait  of  the  two,  most  fish  seem  to  be 
secured  by  paste,  because  in  thick  water  the 

FISH  ARE  ABLE  TO  DETECT  IT 

more  easily.  In  flood  time,  too,  floating  in  about 
1ft.  of  water  close  up  to  the  bank  and  using  a 
small  red  worm  is  a  very  deadly  method,  and  if 
the  roach  are  not  on  the  feed  a  few  dace  will  be 
secured. 

Although  few  anglers  beyond  the  habitual 
Thames  fishers  seem  to  recognise  tte  fact,  it  is 
true  that  sport  is  considerably  affected  by  the 
manipulation  of  the  water  at  the  weirs.  Being 
very  afraid  of  floods,  the  weir  gates  are  pulled  up 
or  let  down  with  delightful  variety  during  the 
day,  and  as  this  alters  the  depth  of  the  water,  it 


is  necessary  to  be  very  watchful.  When  the 
water  is  rising  the  fish  leave  off  feeding  as  a  rule. 
The  stream  at  times  slackens  so  that  the  fish  can 
leave  the  sides  of  the  river  easily,  and  will  be 
found  further  out. 

The  art  of  successful  Thames  roach  fishing 
really  depends  more  upon  studying  the  condition 
of  the  river,  the  strength  of  the  stream,  and  the 
temperature — of  course,  not  forgetting  also  the 
direction  of  the  wind — than  upon  the  fineness  of 
the  tackle  employed.  Your  gut  may  be  as  fine- 
drawn as  possible,  but  that  will  not  help  you 
much  against  adverse  conditions  of  wind  and 
water ;  but  it  wiU  assist  you  to  secure  a  good  bag 
of  fish  if  the  aforesaid  conditions  are  favourable 
The  very  best  bait  for  Thames  roaching  is 

BREAD  CUBES. 

Let  them  be  cut  small,  and  placed  on  the  point  of 
the  hook.  The  largest  roach  are  often  tempted 
by  the  smallest  bait.  If  fishing  from  a  punt  and 
one  method  is  not  successful  try  others.  For 
instance,  plumb  the  depth  accurately,  and  let  the 
float  swim  down  in  a  gentle  stream.  This  should 
not  fail.  If  it  does,  do  not  shift  the  punt,  but 
slide  the  float  Sin.  higher  up,  not  to  let  the  bait 
trail  on  the  ground,  but  to  allow  the  float  to  be 
gently  checked  as  it  floats.  This  causes  the 
bread  cube  to  rise  and  fall  as  it  travels  along, 
thereby  attracting  the  unwilling  ones.  If  this 
fails  measure  the  length  of  the  gut  between  the 
hook  and  the  shots,  and  place  the  float  a  corre- 
sponding distance  up  the  line.  Swing  the  Ibait 
gently  forward  into  the  swim,  and  then  wind  up  the 
line  a  foot  or  so.    The  shots,  which  should  all  be 


CLOSE  TOGETHER, 

will  then  be  lying  on  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and 
you  wUl  be  ledgering  with  bread  cubes.  Be  care- 
ful to  get  the  shots  in  a  line  with  the  ground-bait, 
so  that  the  cube  has  the  appearance  of  having 
been  just  washed  from  the  dumpling  by  the 
action  of  the  stream.  Recollect  that  although 
ledgering  on  the  bottom,  the  cube  will  be  now 
and  then  raised  or  moved  by  the  stream,  and  if 
this  fails  try  a  more  stationary  bait,  such  as  a 
piece  of  paste,  not  smaller  than  a  sixpence 
Thames  Angling  News. 


CONCERNING  GROUND-BAITS. 

When  one  least  expects  it,  it  sometimes  happens 
that  one  has  a  good  take  of  fish  without  throwing 
in  a  particle  of  ground-bait ;  but  nine  times  out 
of  ten  if  one  expects  to  catch  fish  one  must  bait. 

Bread  and  Bran. — In  some  rivers,  although  a 
mixture  of  bread  and  bran  is  one  of  the  best 
ground- baits  for  roach  and  bream,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  many  anglers  give  other  ground-baits 
the  preference,  and  scores  never  think  of  using 
bread  and  bran.    The  great  secret  is  to  work  it 
up  so  that  it  all  sinks  to  the  ground,  and  this  is 
what  many  anglers  seem  unable  to  do  properly. 
In  consequence  of  the  bread  not  being  thoroughly 
soaked  until  it  is  quite  soft,  more  especially  the 
crust,  I  have  seen  pieces  bobbing  up  all  over  the 
swim  followed  by  a  shoal  of  bleak,  or  dace  and 
small  roach.    Again,  when  only  the  crumb  of  a 
loaf  has  been  used  I  have  seen  the  mixture  made 
so  soft  and  sloppy  that  not  a  quarter  of  it  has 
grounded  where  the  angler  could  operate  upon  it. 
When  a  large  piece  of  crumb  is  cut  from  the 
inside  of  a  loaf  two  days'  old,  put  in  a  clean  linen 
cloth,  held  in  the  water  for  a  few  seconds,  as  much 
water  squeezed  out  as  possible,  and  a  similar 
portion  of  bran  worked  well  into  it,  this  is  a 
very  filling  mixture,  and  the  fish  often  eat  so 
much  of  it  they  refuse  to  look  at  the  hook-bait. 
Disgusted,  the  unsuspecting  angler  keeps  pepper- 
ing his  swim  with  the  stuff,  and  the  more  he 
throws  in  the  worse  it  is  for  him. 

In  the  hot  summer  months  bread  and  bran 
properly  worked  up  and  made  sufficiently  stiff  and 
adhesive  to  remain  on  the  hook  is  a  favourite  bait 
with  both  bream  and  large  roach.  They  often 
prefer  it  to  any  other  paste  bait.  It  seems  to 
possess  an  aroma  to  which  the  fish  are  very 
partial,  and  the  best  roach  are  often  captured  by 
it  even  in  strong  tidal  rivers.  When  the  bait  is 
lying  on  the  ground,  as  in  float  legering,  a  pellet 
at  least  the  size  of  a  cob-nut  should  be  used.  The 
larger  the  bait  the  larger  the  fish,  and  they  have 
plenty  of  time  to  annex  it.  If  there  are  good  fish 
m  the  swim  the  angler  has  a  chance  to  catch 
them ;  if  not,  the  float  will  probably  be  bobbed 


about  with  smaU  roach  or  dace  butting  at  the  bait, 
and  after  some  time  has  elapsed,  and  there  is  no 
sign  from  one  of  the  grandfathers  of  the  family, 
the  angler  should  move  to  another  swim.  A  piece 
the  size  of  an  emu's  egg  is  ample  for  a  day's 
fishing,  and  should  be  kept  in  a  damp  cloth  in  the 
shade.  The  ground-bait  should  be  made  for  the 
most  part  of  bran,  or  pollard  and  a  little  bread 
worked  up  to  stay  on  a  No.  4  shot  for  a  brief 
period,  placed  about  Sin.  from  the  hook,  to 
break  up  and  float  down  into  a  hole,  eddy,  or 
slack,  or  to  show  to  advantage  on  the  bottom  of  a 
gentle  stream.  When  fishing  with  a  mixture  of 
bread  and  bran,  or  white  paste,  another  capital 
plan,  more  especially  when  the  fish  are  biting 
gingerly,  is  to  press  a  piece  of  ground-bait 
about  the  size  of  a  marrowfat  pea  on  each  of 
three  shots,  fixed  about  Sin.  apart,  the  lowest 
shot  being  about  a  foot  from  the  hook.  The 
small  pellets  soon  break  up  and  float  down 
stream  about  the  hook  bait,  and  wiU  often 
bring  small  roach  into  the  swim.  If  there  are 
any  specimen  fish  in  the  locality  some  are  almost 
certain  to  follow,  and  if  they  see  the  small  fry 
gradually  reducing  the  big  hook-bait  they  will 
drive  them  off  and  make  short  work  of  it.  I  have 
frequently  seen  this  occur. 

Gentles. — The  great  mistake  many  anglers  make 
with  respect  to  gentles  is  that  they  do  not  take 
sufficient.    Two  or  three  pennyworth  may  be 
enough  for  the  hook  for  one  outing ;  but  it  never 
seems  to  strike  them  that,  when  fishing  with 
scoured  liver  gentles,  a  considerable  number  of 
carrion  gentles  should  be  used  to  get  the  fish 
together.   It  is  astonishing  the  number  of  these 
smaU,  thin  gentles  even  a  bleak  wiU  devour,  and 
if  they  are  thrown  into  a  swim  of  any  depth  it  is 
twenty  to  one  that  they  will  all  be  devoured  long 
before  they  sink  to  the  ground.   I  am  presuming 
that  the  fish  are  being  brought  together  with  the 
aid  of  carrion  gentles,  without  any  mixture  being 
used  with  them — a  common  practice.   To  obviate 
this  waste  some  anglers  put  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  gentles  into  pellets  of  clay  and  bran,  pitch 
them  into  the  swim  with  a  great  splash,  and  the 
gentles  escape  as  best  they  may.   These  balls  are 
often  so  sticky  and  adhesive  that  the  gentles, 
for  anything  the  angler  may  know  to  the  contrary, 
may  wriggle  out  when  he  is  about  to  leave  the 
swim,  and  this  method  may  prove  as  useless  as 
throwing  them  in  loose.    Even  if  they  did  work 
their  way  out  in  time,  these  balls  are  often  pitched 
by  careless  anglers  where  they  cannot  possibly  fish 
over  them.    A  better  plan,  I  think,  is  as  follows : 
Into  a  pellet  of  fairly  stiff  bread  and  bran  place 
from  ten  to  twelve  gentles  (say  a  pellet  the  size 
of  a  plover's  egg),  close  them  well  in,  then  squeeze 
it  partly  on  the  shank  of  the  hook  within  touch 
of  a  small  bunch  of  gentles,  and  partly  on  the 
gut. 

This  may  be  lowered  to  the  ground,  and  a 
sharp  jerk  of  the  wrist  will  release  it,  and  the  float 
and  bait  can  be  allowed  to  travel  down  the  swim 
well  over  the  ground-bait  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
If  the  water  is  slightly  discoloured,  the  fish  may 
be  caught  much  nearer  the  rod  than  when  it  is 
clear.   An  old  angling  friend  says  he  does  not 
like  the  idea  of  using  gentles  with  a  ground- 
bait  of  bread  and  bran.   AU  I  can  say  is  I  have 
taken  many  good  roach  and  bream,  not  to 
mention  dace,  by  this  method.   If  the  fish  prefer 
gentles,  what  can  it  possibly  matter  P    In  that 
case  the  ground-bait  is  a  means  of  getting  them 
together,  and  that  without  feeding  them.  Suppose 
they  would  not  take  gentles,  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  them  turning  their  attention  to  a  sweet, 
fresh  pellet  of  bread  and  bran.     I  think  the 
custom  of  incessantly  using  gentles  with  gentlss 
as  ground-bait,  paste  with  paste,  worms  with 
worms,  and  so  on,  may  be  carried  too  far,  for 
what  proof  has  one  that  some  of  the  fish,  at  any 
rate,  may  prefer  gentles  to  paste?    I  have 
frequently  caught  roach,  &c.,  in  one  swim  with 
two  different  baits — for   instance,  wheat  and 
gentles.    Anyway,  there  are  occasions  in  hot 
weather  when  roach  (and  large  roach)  prefer  a 
clean,  sweet  pellet  of  bread  and  bran  to  any 
other  paste — for  instance,  often  at  and  after  sun- 
down— the  consequence  is,  the  novice  and  those 
not  in  the  know  often  get  pronounced  bites  at 
the  peUets  of  ground- bait  when  light  legering, 
which  they  tliink  is  at  the  white  paste  on  the 
hook,  and  are  often  none  the  wiser.    This  is  one 
reason  why  roach  get  hooked  foul.   The  angler 
strikes,  and  the  roach,  being  in  a  direct  line  with 


November  10,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


359 


his  hook  or  hooks,  is  caught  in  the  tail,  breast, 
belly,  or  cheek,  as  the  case  may  be. 

For  this  reason  it  is  often  a  good  plan  to  open 
the  first  roach  one  catches  {i  e.,  after  death)  to  see 
on  what  they  are  feeding,  and  if  possible  use 
similar  food. 

Grains.^ — There  is  a  very  pleasant  aroma  from 
fresh  grains,  and  when  properly  used  are  often 
an  excellent  ground-bait.  Not  only  will  they 
bring  fish  together  ^especially  roach),  but  they  will 
not  feed  them.  The  great  secret  is  to  mix  them 
■with  something  such  as  bran,  ground  malt, 
pollard,  or  -bran  and  a  little  stewed  wheat  beaten 
up  in  a  mortar,  to  keep  them  in  as  small  compass 
as  possible.  If  this  be  not  done  and  they  are 
thrown  in  loose,  as  I  have  often  seen  them,  they 
Bpread  all  over  the  swim  like  a  cloiid,  in  some 
cases  alarm  the  fish,  and  so  defeat  the  object  the 
angler  has  in  view.  If  the  swim  is  close  to  the 
angler,  in  the  shape  of  a  sheltered  hole  or  gentle 
eddy,  and  can  be  well  commanded  with  a  10ft.  or 
lift,  light,  rather  rigid  rod,  a  tight  line  and  no 
reel,  and  he  keeps  well  out  of  sight,  the  grains 
may  be  masticated  and  carefully  pitched  in  like  a 
ball  pf  any  ordinary  ground-bait,  about  2ft.  above 
and  in  a  line  with  the  float ;  they  will  sink  without 
much  spreading  in  gentle  swims  from  3ft.  to  5ft.  in 
depth,  and  keep  the  fish  together  without  feeding 
them.  If  the  roach  run  large,  two  or  even  three 
grains  of  wheat  may  be  used  with  advantage. 

Worms. — The  methods  adopted  to  ground- bait 
with  worms  on  different  rivers  are  both  numerous 
and  varied.  On  one  river,  if  the  angler  elects  to 
ground-bait  as  he  goes  along,  he  puts  three  or 
four  coarse  lobworms  into  half  a  cocoanut  shell, 
and  using  a  sharp  pair  of  scissors,  very  rapidly 
cuts  them  into  mincemeat.  To  some  anglers 
this  may  seem  a  cruel  process,  but  it  is  the  work 
of  a  few  seconds,  and  in  my  opinion  is  far  more 
merciful  than  throwing  the  worms  in  whole. 
Compare  a  worm  when  it  is  quiescent  and  quietly 
feeding  on  a  warm,  damp  summer  evening,  and 
the  same  worm  writhing  and  twirling  about  for 
hours,  and  mayhap  days,  in  an  element  foreign 
to  its  nature,  and  one  can  but  conclude  that 
they  suffer  considerably.  He  empties  the  shreds 
in  the  cocoanut  shell  into  one  hand  (usually  his 
right),  and  it  entirely  depends  on  his  knowledge 
of  the  depth,  pace,  peculiarity  and  set  of  the 
stream  whether  they  will  be  wasted  or  not.  I 
have  seen  a  good  many  wasted.  For  instance, 
coolly  cast  into  a  stream  fast  enough  to  carry 
them  twenty,  6r  even  more,  yards,  when  the 
angler  was  fishing  6yds.  or  8yds.  at  most  below  him. 
Often  being  Cast  out  only  a  few  yards,  many 
would  be  swept  within  a  few  feet  from  the  side. 
If  a  large  number  of  whole  worms  were  thrown 
into  a  comparatively  level  swim,  goodness  only 
knows  where  they  would  all  be  on  the  following 
morning.  Probably  not  one  would  be  left  in  the 
swim,  even  if  there  were  not  an  eel  within 
miles.  I  could  never  quite  make  out  how  these 
creatures  live  so  long  in  water.  But  I  am 
digressing.  On  another  well-known  river  anglers 
chop  up  worms  and  mix  them  with  fresh  brewers' 
grains,  and  I  know  several  clever  and  successful 
anglers  who  adopt  this  method.  It  seems  a 
curious  mixture  and  dead  against  the  practice  of 
many  experts  on  another  river,  who  contend  that 
all  mixtures  are  a  mistake.  Depend  upon  it,  if  all 
mixtures  were  mistakes  anglers  would  discard 
them,  and  there  can  be  no  question  that  such 
mixtures  as  gentles,  bread,  bran,  and  clay,  and 
even  a  mixture  of  grains  and  worms,  will  bring 
fish  on  the  feed.  It  may  be  the  same  with  fish  as 
men,  the  mere  tasting  of  one  substance  may  give 
them  an  appetite  for  another.  For  instance,  I 
knew  one  gentleman  when  he  was  going  to  have  a 
special  feed  always  partook  of  a  fried  bloater  to 
give  him  an  appetite. 

There  is  no  accounting  for  taste,  and  I  can 
only  say  that  it  would  have  a  contrary  effect  upon 
me,  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  there 
are  occasions  when  fish  are  not  only  brought 
together,  but  induced  to  feed  by  using  a  mixture 
of  ground-bait  judiciously;  and  the  mere  fact 
that  many  fish  are  so  partial  to  so  many  different 
sorts  of  food,  such  as  chub,  perch,  roach,  and 
barbel,  seems  to  me  to  point  to  the  same 
conclusion.  A. 
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FISH  CULTUBE. 


The  Itchen  Rivee  Trout  Bbbeuing 
Establishment,     Chilland,  Winchester, 
Hants. 

The  great  success  attending  both  branches  of 
this  fishery  has  been  obtained  by  endeavouring 
to  raise  trout  under  as  natural  conditions  as 
possible. 

In  the  place  of  ordinary  trout  ponds  fed  by  a 
small  stream  of  water,  we  here  see  the  whole 
volume  of  the  Itchen  river  passing  through  large 
enclosures  containing  trout,  brought  up  from 
their  earliest  infancy  to  face  and  learn,  also  to 
take  shelter  from  a  good  run  of  water,  carrying 
with  it  many  kinds  of  natural  food,  such  as  the 
fish  wiU  have  to  obtain  when  turned  out  for  the 
purpose  of  restocking  our  English,  Scotch,  and 
Welsh  streams. 

These  trout  are  raised  from  ova  of  wild  fario, 
and  are  free  to  range  over  several  hundred  yards 
of  the  river's  natural  course. 

It  is  a  charming  sight  to  see  them  rise  to  fly, 
or,  turning  swiftly  under  the  surface  of  the  water, 
seize  a  passing  mouthful  brought  down  from  the 
immense  weed  beds  which  flourish  above  their 
fenced-in  playgrounds. 

Visitors  to  the  Chilland  branch  of  the  fishery 
often  ask,  "  Where  are  the  fish  ponds  ?  "  and  the 
manager  replies  by  pointing  to  bridges  placed 
here  and  there  across  the  river.  Against  the  up- 
stream side  of  these  bridges  a  closer  inspection 
reveals  lattice  work  screens  serving  to  fence  in 
the  various  breeds  of  fario  and  irideus,  and  keep 
separate  yearlings,  two-year-olds,  and  older  fish. 

Even  the  trout  fry  at  Chilland  are  expected  to 
bear  themselves  as  sturdily  as  wild-bred  ones  do 
in  the  open  river,  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  good 
run  of  water  through  the  fine-meshed  screens  of 
the  fry  ponds  many  of  these  screens  have  a 
measurement  of  as  much  as  40ft.  in  length  by  3ft. 
in  depth. 

The  objection  often  raised  that  thousands  of 
fry  are  carried  away  by  the  rush  of  water  to  perish 
against  the  outlet  screens  is,  however,  much 
lessened  by  water  boards  holding  up  the  water  in 
rear  of  the  screens,  and  so  relieving  the  pressure 
on  them. 

Some  weakly  fry  doubtless  do  get  drawn  against 
the  screens,  but  the  fishery  does  not  want  them  ; 
"  the  survival  of  the  fittest "  is  the  motto  of  this 
fishery,  and  although  weakly  fry  can  be  nursed 
along  and  eventually  grown  into  moderate-sized 
yearlings,  or,  at  all  events,  small  two-year-olds, 
they  will  not  compare  with  their  hardier  brothers, 
and  the  quantity  of  natural  food  brought  along  in 
a  great  body  of  water  is  the  making  of  the 
survivors,  and  of  far  more  value  than  a  certain 
small  proportion  of  comparatively  weakly  fry. 

Controlling  so  large  a  river  for  the  purposes  of 
a  fish  farm  needs  a  good  deal  of  contrivance, 
especially  during  floods,  or  when  weed  cutting  is 
in  progress  above  the  fishery;  but  the  methods 
adopted  at  Chilland  and  Fulling  Mills  have 
worked  successfully  for  many  years.  A  system 
of  flood  hatches  deals  with  flood  water. 

Weeds  and  other  debris  (before  they  reach  the 
main  screen  at  head  of  the  enclosures)  are  turned 
aside  by  floating  guides,  and  then  drawn  off  into 
an  overflow  by  wash,  while  an  underscour  into  the 
same  bywash  prevents  much  of  the  mud,  brought 
down  the  river  with  flood  water,  from  entering 
the  trout  enclosures. 

The  desired  water  levels  in  the  numerous  ponds 
and  enclosures  are  marked  by  floats,  which,  if 
lifted  by  a  rising  tide  of  flood  water,  or,  perhaps, 
lowered  by  falling  off  of  the  ordinary  supply, 
cause  electric  bells  to  ring  in  the  manager's  house. 

Then  flood-hatches  may  hare  to  be  adjusted,  or 
any  partly-choked  screens  attended  to.  With  a 
view  of  better  meeting  the  growin  g  market  for 
two-year-old  rainbow  trout,  this  establishment 
last  year  cleared  out  all  the  coarse  &sh  from  the 
two  lakes  at  the  source  of  the  Itchen,  and  liberally 
restocked  those  lovely  sheets  of  "water  with 
yearling  rainbows. 

The  lakes  referred  to  are  well  s  applied  with 
natural  food,  and  artificial  feeding  is  not  required 
there. 

Large  orders  for  two-year- old  rainbows  should 
be  sent  well  in  advance,  so  that  the  fishery 
manager  can  arrange  deliveries  to  a  number  of 
customers,  and  make  a  big  catch  at  one  drawing 
off  of  the  lakes. 


To  describe  the  present  stock  of  trout,  &c.,  would 
take  up  too  much  space  here,  but  full  particulars 
are  given  in  this  season's  price  list,  which  can  be 
obtained  of  the  manager,  the  Itchen  River  Trout 
Breeding  Establishment,  Chilland,  Winchester. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  tho  society,  held  at 
the  llestaurant  Fracoati,  Oxford-street,  W.,on  Wednesday, 
Nov.  7,  190O,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  T.  B,  Bates  in  the  obair. 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  hon,  sec.  read  reports  from  the  society's 
agents  at  Deal,  Clacton,  Southend,  Margate,  Penzacce,  also 
letters  from  the  following  members :  Mr.  R.  J.  C.  Cawse, 
reported  fishing  at  Deal  oif  the  "  Wreck,"  with  a  friend, 
for  four  days,  and  taking  1016  whiting,  twenty-one  cod, 
sixty-three  pouting,  two  eels,  three  dogfish  ;  best  whiting 
21b.  6oz.,  best  pouting  2\\h. ;  total,  4881b.  Mr.  A.  Wood- 
field  reported  fishing  at  fiamagate  on  Nov.  4,  with  friend, 
and  taking  ten  score  whiting,  two  codling,  and  a  few  dabs. 
Mr.  H.  Lott  reported  that  largo  numbers  of  whiting  are 
now  to  be  had  off  Hastings.  The  following  experiencas 
were  then  given  by  members  present :  Messrs.  Wheeler 
and  Minohin,  fishing  at  Deal  for  three  days,  took  twenty- 
five  score,  principally  good  whiticg.  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
Churchwood,  at  Deal,  on  Nov.  4,  took  eight  to  nine  score 
whiting,  and  mentioned  that  two  other  members  had 
taken  eighteen  score.  Mr.  Gordon,  with  two  friends,  at 
Deal,  on  Nov.  3,  took  twenty-one  sccra,  all  whiting,  some 
up  to  21b.,  and  mentioned  that  Mr.  Cawley,  with  two 
friends,  on  Out.  31,  took  fifteen  score  whiting;  on  Nov.  3, 
twenty  score,  nearly  all  whiting,  but  including  five  nurse 
dog ;  and  on  Nov.  4  seventeen  and  a  half  score.  The 
hon.  sec,  at  Deal,  with  Mr.  C.  Handley,  took  fourteen 
Eoore  whiting,  three  good  dabs,  best  143z.,  bait  chiefly 
sprat,  but  the  fish  also  took  mussel  well.  The  hon.  sec, 
fishing  with  Messrs.  Nunn  and  Marshall  at  Deal,  had  a 
very  good  day's  sport,  taking  sixteen  and  a  half  score 
whiting,  and  also  threw  back  about  one  and  a  half  tcore 
small  whiting.  He  further  mentioned  that, a  gentleman 
had  taken  a  cod  of  lojlb.  weight  at  Deal  on  Nov.  4  Mr. 
Graham,  fishing  off  the  pier  at  Southend  on  Nov.  5,  took 
some  nice  dabs  of  about  Jib.  to  |lb.  each,  some  whiting  of 
about  Jib.  eich,  and  a  chad  of  IJlb.  Mr.  Dryden,  at 
Claoton-on-Sea,  only  obtained  fair  sport,  taking  about  one 
score.  Mr.  Mount  gave  some  interesting  particulars  as  to 
the  fishing  in  N.  Cornwall,  where  he  took  a  great  number 
of  blue  sharks  from  41b.  to  251b.  each.  Mr.  Mount  had 
also  been  fishing  in  South  Devon,  where  he  had  a  thorn- 
back  ray  of  14lb.,  a  dogfish  of  from  41b.  to  .51b.,  and  a 
gurnet  of  31b.,  all  on  at  one  time,  which  gave  forty 
minutes'  sport.  The  hon.  sec.  announced  that  by  the  kind- 
ness of  the  S.B.  and  C.  Railway  authorities,  the  privilege 
tickets  issued  to  members  during  the  two  weeks  of  tne 
competition  will  he  available  from  Thursday  till  Tneiiay. 
and  further  mentioned  that  all  the  trails  have  been  altered 
in  time  from  Nov.  1,  He  further  stated  that  the  com- 
mittee had  ordered  a  supply  of  Equid  bait  for  the  use  of 
members  during  the  boat  competition,  and  cin  be  had 
(price  6d.  per  lb  )  rn  application  to  the  agent  of  the 
society.  A  special  linedrts  ed  by  Capt.  Hayward  Pinch 
was  shown  ;  the  dreesing  of  this  line  consists  of  eqtal  parts 
of  vaseline,  paraffia  (melting  at  135  degrees  P.),  and 
red  deer  fat  mixed  together  in  a  pipkin,  b'everal  gentle- 
men discussed  the  question,  and  seemed  to  think  that  the 
dressing  was  nice  and  soft  if  it  would  stand  sea  water. 
Mr.  Wheeler  announced  that  for  members  living  in  North 
London  he  had  got  a  further  supply  of  mussel,  the  address 
of  the  purveyor  to  be  had  at  the  cffioe  of  the  sDciety.  The 
hon.  sec.  showed  a  jointed  wire  diamond  boom  for  whitirg 
fishing,  and  Mr.  Bates  showed  a  modification  of  th« 
diamond  boom,  in  which  the  length  could  be  altered  at 
will.  The  hon.  sec.  drew  special  attention  to  the  rule  by 
which  members  must  give  notice  of  the  day  on  which  they 
intend  to  compete  in  the  annuil  competition,  not  to  the 
office,  but  to  the  agent  or  judges  before  9  p.m.  on  tho 
previous  night.     Charles  y.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec  ). 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
There  have  of  late  been  some  really  excellent  shows  of 
fish  on  the  tables  at  the  Monday  meatings  of  this  society, 
but  few  have  equalled  tho  splendid  display  seen  at  the  last 
gathering.  Mr.  W.  Edmonds  took  the  c  hair,  and  a  large 
number  of  members  were  present.  The  chief  honours  of 
the  evening  rested  with  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher,  who  had 
been  down  to  the  society's  water  on  the  Kennet.  This 
gentleman  brought  up  from  Newbury  a  tray  of  very  fine 
roach  and  dace.  Several  of  the  former  were  over  lib. 
each  in  weight,  the  heaviest  fish  going  lib.  6c  z.  They 
were  all  in  the  best  possible  condition,  plump,  and  well 
coloured.  There  were  some  beautiful  dace  as  well,  up  to 
lOoz.,  and,  to  cap  all,  a  good  pike  of  81b.  15cz.  had  a  tray 
all  to  itself.  The  successful  piscator  was  toasted  right 
heartily,  and  was  warmly  congratulated  upon  his  splendid 
citch.  Mr.  Fletcher,  in  recounting  his  adventures,  men- 
tioned that  he  had  hooked  a  far  larger  pike  than  the  one 
exhibited.  It  was  estimated  by  several  members  who  saw 
it  to  weigh  over  161b.  He  had  it  on  for  some  minutes, 
when  the  running  line  unfortunately  broke.  He 
endeavoured  to  recover  the  fiah,  as  it  was  jumping  out  of 
the  water  for  a  long  time  afterwards  as  if  it  had  been 
badly  hooked,  but  without  success.  There  was  also  on 
the  table  a  21b  grayling,  taken  with  others  by  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt  in  ptiiats  water.  The  fish  was  a  handsome 
specimen,  wfll  shaped,  and  as  fat  as  batter.  Sport  at 
Uxbiidge  amongs:  roech  had  not  improved,  but  pike 
had  been  well  on  during  the  week.  Mr.  H.  N.  Campbell 
had  fish  of  61b.  8oz.,  41b.  lOjz.,  41b.  8,  z.,  and  4lb. ; 
Mr.  R.  C.  Preston  Gardner,  one  of  51b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Geo. 
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Smith,  one  of  41b.  8oz.  ;  andCapt.  A.  E.  Hay  ward  Pinch, 
a  braes  of  smaller  fish.  Mr,  H.  W.  Taylor  related  his 
experiences  at  Clonbur,  where  he  had  had  rive  weeks'  pike 
fishing.  His  best  takes  were:  Pike  of  221b.  and  201b., 
.xeveral  of  171b.,  and  some  of  151b.  apiece.  Mr.  Horace  H. 
Brown  had  been  to  Hungerford,  but  the  Saturday  he  was 
there  was  the  "  most  unexperiencing  day  he  had  ever 
experienced."  The  weather  was  heavy  and  muggy,  and 
the  grayb'ng  absolutely  torpid.  Mr.  A.  K.  Matthews  got 
a  nice  lot  of  whiting  at  Deal.  Mr.  H.  Harden,  Mr.  0.  H. 
By  waters,  and  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Conrcy,  who  had  fished  at 
Newbury,  had  had  little  sport.  The  annual  supper  is 
announced  for  Monday,  the  26th  inst.  Mr.  Horace  Brown, 
the  vice-president,  will  take  the  chair,  and  Mr,  C.  Butler 
the  vice.  A  musical  entertainment  will  follow  the  feasting, 

M.  G.  E,  DE  C, 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETT. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  present, 
when  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  was  voted  to  the  chair,  Mr, 
Buckingham  had  previously  conducted  the  business  of  the 
finance  and  general  committees.  A  fairday  wasexpprienced 
by  those  ten  members  who  formed  the  party  to  Leigh  on 
Saturday  last.  Some  particulars  of  their  catches  will  be 
found  below.  A  Bohemian  concert  is  being  arranged  for 
the  20th  inst.,  when  the  committee  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  members,  their  ladies,  and  as  many  friends  as 
possible.  As  regards  the  reports  of  fishing,  Mr.  F.  R. 
Ohlson  gave  a  general  and  interesting  description  of  holiday 
experiences  at  St.  Ives,  where  he  captured  a  quantity  of 
pollack,  gurnard,  and  mackerel,  and  succeeded  ia  gaffing  a 
huge  sunfish  of  701b.  weight,  much  to  the  delight  of  the 
fishermen.  The  waters  at  Kelvedon  are  now  in  good  fishing 
trim,  Mr.  Cartland  taking  thirteen  roach  there  all  over 
fib,  each.  Fishing  in  the  river  Coin,  he  also  took  roach, 
twenty  fish  weighing  281b.,  ranging  from  lib,  9jz.  to  lib., 
caught  on  wheat.  Mr.  Wertheim  had  roach  from  Norfolk 
and  one  ter  cb,  all  being  shown  in  the  room.  Mr,  Fosbrooke, 
roach  from  the  Thames  and  dabs,  flounders,  and  plaice 
from  Leigh.  Mr,  Cowley,  percb,  pike,  and  roach. 
Mr,  Buckingham,  twelve  flatfish  from  Leigh,  largest 
lib.  SJoz.  Mr.  Young,  some  very  nice  flounders  from 
L'igh,  as  well  as  a  numljer  of  small  whiting — fifty  fish  in 
all,  Mr.  Allen,  141b,  of  flounders  from  Leigh,  Mr.  Gil- 
hirt  audi  Mr.  Beamont,  173  whiting  from  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  some  of  the  fish  weighing  IJlb,  The  fish  are 
stated  to  be  now  well  on  here,  as,  of  course,  the  number 
taken  will  indicate,  Mr.  Connellan,  at  Leigh,  five  fish  of 
lib.  each  ;  Mr.  Marshall,  flatfish  ;  and  Mr  Borthwiok,  also 
a  number  of  flatfish  from  Leigh.  Mr.  Lewis  had  a  day 
recently  there,  and  took  sixty-nine  fish,  including  fifty-two 
flounders,  which- were  all  of  a  good  size.  Mr.  Hicks 
amused  the  meeting  immensely  by  relating  his  experience 
at  Newhaven.  Having  baited  his  hook  and  thrown  in,  he 
placed  the  rod  down,  and  went  off  a  few  yards  to  gaiu 
shelter  from  heavy  rain.  He  very  soon  noticed  a  move- 
ment of  the  rod,  and  before  he  could  reach  it,  had 
the  mortification  of  seeing  it  pulled  over  into  the 
sea,  and  disappear  from  view.  Though  his  contained 
a  very  long  line,  the  rod  was  not  recovered.  Mr. 
Gibson,  at  Deal,  on  Thursday  last  took  nineteen  score 
of  whiting  and  one  garfish,  and  with  Mr.  Zerfass,  twelve 
score  whiting.  The  fish  are  improving  in  size,  and  a  very 
fine  fish,  I  understand,  was  taken  by  a  local  boatman, 
weighing  31b.  2oz. — a  remarkable  weight  for  a  whiting. 
Fish  were  well  out  from  the  shore,  in  consequence  of 
thick  water  ;  but  there  is  promise  of  a  good  time  for  the 
annual  competition  for  the  society's  challenge  cup,  which 
cDncludes  to-day.  Mr.  Snare  paid  a  first  visit  for  fishing 
to  Deal,  and  had  a  very  successful  time.  Mr.  F.  A,  Gray, 
thirty-one  flounders  from  Leigh ;  and  Mr.  G.  MauU, 
thirtpen  fine  flounders,  nine  dabs,  and  twenty-five  whiting. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  similar  quantities  about ;  Mr.  Baaten, 
thirty  dabs  and  flounders;  and  Mr,  Clark,  thirty-seven 
fish,  all  from  Leigh,  Dr,  Ladell,  together  with  Mr. 
Dryden,  bad  visited  Clacton,  and  took  one  and  a  half 
score  whiting,  all  very  good  size.  There  are  some  good 
fish  here,  and  I  cm  get  the  address  of  a  boatman  whose 
charges  are  fair,  should  any  member  wish  to  go  down,  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. 

J.  H.  Walker,  Hon,  Sec. 
Masons'  Hall  Tavam,  Coleman-street, 


THE  LEE  SALMON  FISHERIES, 
The  triennial  meeting  of  the  Lee  Board  cf  Conservators 
was  held  in  Cork  last  Saturday,  Mr.  B.  Dunscombe, 
D.L  ,  in  the  chair,  Mr,  Alderman  Dale  and  Messrs.  G, 
Hay  nee,  H.  Austin,  M.  F.  Barry,  and  E.  Pike  were 
present.  Mr.  Dile  said  that  no  official  reply  had  been 
received  from  the  Depirtment  of  Agriculture  re  the  state 
of  the  river,  the  finances  of  the  board,  and  the  paucity  of 
bailiSs  owing  to  decreased  income.  The  action  of  the 
depirtment  would  probably  depend  on  what  the  upper 
proprietors  would  do — contributing  liberally  to  preserva- 
tion, encouraging  anglers  to  the  country  by  giving  an  open 
day  once  a  week,  &c.  The  chairman  said  that  in  response 
to  the  appeal  they  had  received  £35  I63.  3d.  The  secre- 
tary Slid  that  £50  would  carry  them  on  to  Christmas. 
Mr.  Hayces  said  that  proprietors  got  all  the  advantages. 
They  would  take  the  increased  rents  accruing  from  the 
preservation,  but  would  not  give  6d.  to  improve  their 
property.  A  letter  similar  to  those  already  published  in 
this  paper  on  the  question  of  hatcheries,  &c.,  was  read 
from  the  Agricultural  Department.  Mr.  Dunscombe  was 
re-elected  chairman,  and  Mr.  Brennan  secretary,  and  the 
following  gentlemen  wera  elected  on  the  committees : 
Upper  waters,  Messrs.  John  Grainger,  Alderman  Dale, 
and  Henry  Austin ;  lower  waters,  Messrs.  George  Haynes, 
D.  H,  Lane,  and  £.  Downing,  J,  A.  B. 


THAMES  RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

An  important  committee  meeting  of  the  above  association 
was  held  on  Wednesday  at  Can's  Restaurant,  Strand,  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs,  of  the  Henley  and  District  Preservation 
Society,  in  the  chair.  The  following  letter  was  read  from 
Mr.  F.  G.  Richmond,  of  the  Buckland  Fishery.  Braunton, 
North  Devon.  "  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett — Dear  Sir, — I  have 
just  received  the  report  of  the  T.R.A.  for  this  year,  I  am 
much  interested  in  the  rainbow  trout  and  its  suitability  for 
open  waters  in  this  country.  I  see  that  some  have  already 
been  placed  in  the  Thames  by  you,  and  if  jou  would  care 
to  have  either  fifty  of  my  best  two-year-olds  or  250  of  my 
best  yearlings  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  them  up  to  any 
station  that  may  suit  you — carriage  paid.  The  yearlings 
run  at  present  about  4in,  to  7in. ,  and  the  two-year-olds 
lOin.  to  13in." 

Mr.  _F.  H.  Amphlett  moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  Richmond  for  his  kind  offer,  and  that  the  association 
accept  the  offer  of  fifty  two-year-olds,  and  purchase  200 
yearlings. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Cate  seconded,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cate  proposed  that  the  rainbows  be  put  in  the 
Thames  at  Hampton  Court,  Windsor,  and  Henley.  Mr. 
J.  Harwood  seconded,  and  it  was  agreed. 

A  further  estimate  for  roach,  perch,  chub,  and  dace 
having  been  received, 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  moved  that  the  association  pur- 
chase 0000  of  these  fish,  and  place  them  in  the  Thames  as 
follows  : 

1000  between  Kingston  and  Hampton  Court. 

1000  between  Hampton  and  Sunbury. 

1000  at  Shepperton. 

1000  between  Windsor  and  Datohet. 

1000  at  Great  Marlow  ;  and 

1000  at  Henley. 

Mr.  Cate  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously.  It  was  also  decided  to  spend  £4  53.  in  the 
purchase  of  rudd  and  tench  for  the  Thames. 

Mr.  Wheeler  proposed  that  the  association  purchase 
three  fish  carriers.  Mr.  Harwood  seconded,  and  it  was 
agreed. 

Mr.  Amphlett  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man. Mr.  Cecil  Howlett  seconded,  and  it  was  agreed,  and 
the  meeting  terminated.  Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

RICHMOND  COMPETITION. 
The  competition  which  took  place  on  Nov.  4  was  a 
success  as  regards  the  number  of  entries,  but  the  takes  of 
fish  were  small,  only  twenty- two  scoring  over  one  pound. 
The  whole  of  the  ninety-two  prizes  (and  one  special  prize) 
were  taken.  The  date  of  distribution  will  be  announced 
later. 

Ticket.  No.     lb.  oz, 

1  J.  Oakley  (United  Brothers)    ...    915    ...    2  13i 

2  B.  Baxter  (Cobden)    811    ...    2  9| 

3  Miller  (unattached)    839    ...    2  3| 

4  A.  Beck  (Westminster)    930    ...    2  2| 

5  Taylor  (Camden)   70    ...    1  loj 

fi   G.  Howard  (Blackfriars)   023    ...    1  9i 

7  Massey  (unattached)   852    ...    1  8| 

8  Robinson  (unattached)    330    ...    1  7 

9  Bignell  (2Qd  Surrey)   573    ...    1  6 

10  Smith  (United  Old  Friends,  &B.)  537    ...    1  &i 

11  J.  Herbert  (Islington  Brothers)    613    ...    1  3| 

12  Gates  (Park)   311    ...    1  3^,, 

13  J.  Riddell  (Cobden)    949    ...    1  3 

14  Bouffler  (Phosnix)    62    ...    1  2 

15  Simpkins  (Walbham  Brothers)...    847    •••    1  2 

16  A.  Ide  (Harlesden)    803    ...    1  2 

17  Howten  (Wimbledon)    470    ...    1  2 

18  H,  Lewes  (Royal  George)   961    ...    1  2 

19  A.  Cook  (Camden)    96    ...    1  If 

20  Hulbert  (2 ad  Surrey)   581    ...    1  1 

21  Holman  (unattached)   802    ...    1  1 

22  Templeman  (Walham  Green)  ...    907    ...    1  0 
23,  Brophy  (Brompton),  925  ;  24.  Wright  (2ad  Surrey), 

577;  25.  Briggs  (unattached),  671;  26,  King  (Cam- 
bridge Heath  Brothers),  758;  27,  Hoggett  (Globe), 
953 ;  28,  Knil  (unattached),  685  ;  29.  Everidge  (unattached) 
457;  30,  Shilcock  (Harlesden),  679  ;  31,  Johnny  Osborne 
(Great  Northern  Brothers),  723;  32,  Manning  (un- 
attached), 683 ;  33,  Hill  (Original  Clerkenwell  Piscatorials), 
506 ;  34,  Parker  (unattached),  647 ;  35,  Boyd  (Colling- 
wood),  403;  36,    A.    Vogan    (unattached),  112;  37, 

F.  Briggs  (Brompton),  166;  38,  Dodson  (Bermondsey 
Brothers).  760  ;  39,  Ward  (United  Old  Friends 
AS.),  535;  40,  Fordham  (United  Brothers),  917; 
4L,  Bunyon  (Albion  Brothers  A  S.),  318;  42.  Walker 
(Cobden),  261;  43,  Bracknell  (unattached),  126;  44, 

G.  Hemens  (Battersea  Friendly),  605;  45,  Hall  (Rich- 
mond), 353;  46,  T.  Dunn  (Putney),  123;  47,  Rivington 
(Jubilee),  682;  48,  Hurrell  (Convivial),  489;  49,  Glass 
(Walham  Green),  129  ;  50,  W.  Price  (Queen's  Piscatoriale), 
307;  51,  Hitchcock  (Campbell  United),  60;  52,  Golding 
(unattached),  74;  53,  G.  Morris  (unattached),  630;  54,  H. 
Jickson  (Aliason  United  Brothers),  887  ;  55,  Read  (Prince 
of  Wales  A.S  ),  38;  66,  Mathews  (Penge),  195;  57,  H. 
Challen  (Cobden),  279;  68,  Wild  (Dalston),  248;  59, 
Quitler  (Sundial),  697;  60,  Malton  (Waggoners),  43; 
61,  Small  (Cambridge  Heath  Brothers),  756 ;  62, 
Rolfe  (Hoxton  Brothers),  423;  63,  Grist,  jun.  (un- 
attached), 745  ;  64,  Greggs  (Brompton),  165  ;  65,  Coulson 
(unattached),  309;  66,  Starr  (Paddington),  875;  67, 
Henson  (Seymour  Brothers),  465  ;  68,  Mussey  (unattached), 
613;  69,  Bradley  (unattached),  427 ;  70,  Jenkins  (Wellirg- 
ton),832;  71.  Vogan  (Duke  of  Norfolk),  433  ;  72,  Hare 
(Sundial),  718;  73,  Woodham  (Wimbledon),  824;  74, 
Martin  (unattached),  674  ;  75,  Critcher  (Camden),  56  ;  76, 
J.  H.  Wall  (Battersea),  581 ;  77,  Rogers  (unattached),  488 ; 


78,  Benny  (Islington  Brothers),  732 ;  79,  Williams  (un- 
attached) , 617 ;  80,  Mour dry  ( Westminster), 624 ;  81. Thorpe 
(Sundial).  694;  82,  Wells  (North  London),  764;  83,  Goss 
(Camden),  75;  84.  Smith  (Amicable  Excelsior),  594  ;  85, 
Kaull  (William  IV.),  509 ;  86,  Biddle  (unattached),  416  ;  87, 
Barrow  (Twickenham),  350;  88,  Kirby  (unattached).  291 ; 
89.  F.  Harding  (Amicable  Brothers),  86;  90.  Hayes 
(North  London),  765  ;  91,  Addison  (Battersea),  829 ;  92, 
Willett  (Wellington),  321;  98,  H.  Biddle  (unattached), 
417;  94,  Archer  (Richmond),  354;  95,  Smithson  (Golden 
Barbel),  517;  91,  Lewis  (unattached),  182;  97,  Bailey 
(Convivial),  490;  98.  Cartwright  (Sundial),  180;  99,  B. 
Bett  (unattached),  939  ;  100,  T.  Carpenter  (Sundial),  670. 

Ben  Abrahams. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


_  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  FiSHiNa 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Timo  of  Hig'Ii  Water  In  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

^30  min.  for  Ohelsea.  ("66  min.  for  Kew. 

AilrlJ*^  "     "   Putney.  Art^J'^*   .1     n  Bichmond. 

"^""^45  „    „  Hammersmith,  ■^"")80  „     „  Twickenham. 
(60   ,,    „  Barnes.  V85  „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.26,  or  86  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  np-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMB  OF  HlQH  WAIBB  AT  LONDON  BBIDSI. 

„  .     ,          „  .  Morning.  Kvenlng. 

Saturday,     Nov.  10                         3.44    4.  « 

Sunday,          „  11                            4.28    4.51 

Monday,         ,,  12                            fi.l3    5.36 

Tuesday,        „  13                            «.  1    6.25 

Wednesday,    ,,  14                            6.62    7.22 

Thursday,       ,,  V>                            7.53   8.27 

Friday,         ,,  16                         9.  4    9.41 

HISH  WATBB  AT  AMBBBLBT  AND  PCLBOBOCSH. 

Morning.  Bvenin?. 

Saturday,    ;Nov.    lo    4.28,   4.46 

Sunday,  ,,  '     11    6.    5.31 

Monday,         ,,      12    .i  r,3    6.16 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pnlborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Eton). — A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
last  week,  and  the  water  is  now  slightly  coloured.  Very 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  those  who  have  braved 
the  storms  have  not  met  with  much  success.  I  turned 
thirty  good,  healthy  jack  into  the  river  on  Monday  last  for 
the  Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation  Association.  It  is 
hoped  that  anglers  will  support  this  society,  there  being  a 
balance  on  the  wrong  side  at  the  present  time  of  about 
£4.  This  should  not  be,  seeing  that  last  year  alone  no 
less  than  13,700  roach  and  perch  and  574  jick  were  turned 
into  the  river,  the  whole  cost  being  defrayed  by  local 
subscribers  with  two  exceptions,  viz.,  £3  from  the 
Anglers'  Association,  and  one  guinea  from  the  Rivers 
Restocking  and  Preservation  Society. — Cecil  Howlett. 

—  (Henley). — The  steady  rain  has  improved  the 
condition  of  the  river,  the  water  is  now  a  nice  colour, 
with  a  fairly  good  stream.  I  should  say  that  there  will 
be  a  lot  more  colour  in  the  water  by  the  week-end.  There 
are  still  a  lot  of  leaves  to  come  down,  and  a  good  "  push  " 
of  water  is  wanted  to  clear  the  weeds  and  rubbish  off. 
Sport  has  improved  a  little,  a  few  jack  up  to  41b.  have 
been  tEiken,  and  the  roach  are  feeding  better.  At  Ship- 
lake  I  hear  of  a  bag  of  141b.  of  these  fish,  while  at  Hurley 
one  angler  has  caught  just  over  four  dozen  cf  the  above- 
mentioned  fish  with  gentles  while  angling  in  mid-stream. 
London  bankers  evidently  know  that  Henley  is  a  good  shop 
for  roach  when  they  do  feed.  Quite  a  crowd  of  them 
were  down  here  on  Nov.  4,  when  some  prizes  were  fished 
for.  Most  of  them  hid  a  few  fish,  while  one  had  a  bag  of 
81b.  topped  with  a  roach  of  Ijlb.,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
secured  a  pot.  The  pity  is  tnat  London  club  anglers  do 
not  help  the  restocking  of  our  good  old  river  more  than 
they  do.  I  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  boxes  were 
provided  at  railway  stations  in  fishing  districts  and  public- 
houses  used  by  anglers.  If  only  pennies  were  put  in  by 
visiting  anglers  it  would  be  a  help  that  would  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Societies. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Richmond).— The  punt  fishing  here  is  still  very 

good.  The  takes  of  fish  have  been  good  in  quality  as  well 
as  quantity.  W.  Mansell,  out  on  Nov.  1  with  Mr. 
Bennett,  191b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream ;  Nov.  4,  with 
Mr.  Butler,  half  day,  141b. ;  Nov.  6,  with  Mr.  Tate,  one 
rod  only,  171b.  of  bream  (two  largest  61b.)  and  91b.  of 
roach  and  dace.  Job  Brain,  jun.,  Friday,  261b.  of  roach, 
dace,  bream,  and  barbel.  F.  Brown,  with  Messrs.  Risdon 
and  Pearson,  141b.,  largest  roach  IJlb.  Job  Brain,  jun., 
with  Messrs.  Foilaine  and  Branker,  also  good  take  of 
various  fish.  Job  Brain,  sen.,  two  rods,  101b.,  largest 
roach  IJlb.  The  water  was  a  little  on  the  bright  side  for 
successful  banking.— Haery  Bayley. 

  (Streatley). — Water  getting  darker,  now  in  very 

poor  condition.  Some  very  good  perch  and  roach  have 
been  taken  in  the  week.  Mr.  Skurray  took  171b.  in  two 
days;  a  g;st  perch,  IJlb. ;  roach,  IJlb. — Hoeacb  J. 
Gardiner. 

- —  (Teddingbon),  —  In  three  days,  with  Mr. 
Cavall  and  Mr.  ithers,  601b.  of  fine  roach,  bream,  and 
barbel;  cn9  day,  Mr.  Cavall  and  Mr.  G.  Blanohard,  four 
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barbel,  three  dozen  fine  roach  ;  one  day,  Mr.  Clapton, 
abont  40Ib.  of  roach  and  barbel ;  one  day,  Mr.  Cloake  and 
friend,  of  the  Limehonse  Pisoatorials,  four  bream,  three 
dozen  fine  roach.  Water  now  in  fine  condition. — W. 
McBride. 

  (Twickenham).— Eiver  ia  in  first-rate  order. 

Several  good  baskets  of  roach  were  taken  here  last  week. 
Mr.  Bcavis  and  myself,  on  Friday,  caught  130  roach  (all 
returned  to  the  river),  seTeral  fish  weighing  about  lib. 
each.  On  Saturday  afternoon  Mr.  Wylde  and  myself  took 
four  dozen,  mostly  large  dace.  Sunday  the  fish  were  not 
feeding  woll.— F.  J.  O.  S. 

— ; —  (Walton). — Mr.  George  Edmunds,  a  member 
of  the  Walton  Angling  Association,  caught  on  Nov.  4,  at 
Walton,  a  chub  weighing  41b.  15oz.  The  fish  was  weighed 
at  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  and  has  been  sent  for  preservation. 
It  was  a  very  fine  specimen,  and  in  first-rate  condition.— 
H.  C.  A. 

Bottlsham  Looks  (Waterbeach,  Cam.).— Fishing 
here  this  week  with  Beasly,  the  look-keeper.  The  roach 
are  getting  fast  into  their  winter  haunts — deep  water. 
Some  decent  takes  had  with  gentles,  which  anglers  must 
bring  with  them.  Fresh  boiled  wheat  on  the  spot. 
Gentles  some  days  prove  best  bait  for  the  dace,  now 
brandling  or  lobworm.  Some  parts  of  this  free  water 
perch  are  on  the  feed.  As  to  the  pike,  they  have  been 
giving  good  sport  all  the  week,  especially  lower  down 
stream,  where  they  are  not  disturbed  too  much  with  the 
cast-net.  Beasly  supplies  fresh  live  baits  of  all  kinds. 
Time  of  writing,  showery  and  colder ;  water  in  good  trim. 
—J.  0.  George  (Bsohe-road,  Cambridge). 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxliam  Bistrict).— The  abnor- 
mally warm  weather  and  copious  rains  have  been  instru- 
mental in  putting  the  roach  on  the  feed.  In  a  short  time 
I  recently  landed  at  Coltishall  (a  goodly  number,  and 
though  not  very  large,  more  perfectly-conditioned  fish  I 
never  saw— brighter  than  any  salmon,  firm,  and  with  a 
minimum  of  slime,  and  fighting  almost  like  trout.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  quiet,  though  a  fish  or  two  has  been  killed 
on  the  Broad.  November  and  February  are  good  months 
for  that  water,  fishing  being  too  frequently  spoilt  during 
December  and  January  by  the  ice.  Weather  has  since 
become  foggy  and  sunless,  but  not  quite  so  mild.  The 
winter  roach  fisherman  who  wants  quality  before  quantity 
should  operate  from  Coltishall  upwards  (on  the  Bure), 
using  fine  tackle,  fishing  well  into  or  beyond  mid-stream, 
and  using  white  paste.  Pike  run  rather  small  there,  and 
are  not  so  numerous  as  formerly.  There  is  acoommodaticn 
at  both  Coltishall  and  Buxton  Lamas  at  inns  or  lodgings, 
or  the  angler  can  fish  it  from  Wroxham  as  a  centre,  it 
being  only  seven  minutss  thence  by  rail,  fourteen  minutes 
to  Buxton  Lamas. — 0.  H,  Tayloe. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Peal  fishing  closed  last  week, 
and  doubtless  few  anglers  regret  that  a  season  so  unpro- 
ductive of  sport  has  ended.  Taken  generally,  peal  angling 
has  been  a  failure,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
occisional  decent  takes,  the  average  has  not  exceeded  a 
brace  or  so,  this  being  on  rivers  where  good  lots  might 
have  been  rackoned  on  with  ordinary  luck  by  an  experienced 
angler.  The  Tavy  has  shown  up  as  well  as  most  streams, 
some  good  fish  having  been  landed.  Whilst  fiahing  from  a 
boat  cff  Downderry,  Messrs.  G.  Toms  and  J.  Andrews 
landed  a  skate  which  weighed  1551b. — Dka  onian. 

Eden  (Carlisle'i. — The  close,  muggy  weather,  and  the 
large  amount  of  leaf  in  the  water  has  made  salmon 
fishing  a  poor  game  of  late.  There  seem  to  be  a  good 
many  fish,  certainly  far  more  than  last  autumn,  and  if  the 
weather  becomes  a  bit  brisker  there  will  probably  be  some 
good  sport  during  the  last  week  of  the  season,  which 
closes  on  Nov.  15.  On  Oct.  30  Mr.  James  Rea  had  a  fish 
71b.  at  Little  Corby.  On  the  3l8t,  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough,  one, 
251b.,  at  Crosby.  Nov.  1,  J.  Beli  killed  two,  181b., 
211b.,  in  the  Warwick  Hall  water;  Mr.  D.  Mason,  one, 
23lb.,  at  Beanmont ;  and  the  Kickerby  party  had  two,  181b., 
201b.  On  the  2nd,  J.  Bell,  one,  171b.,  at  Warwick  Hall ; 
he  had  one,  181b.,  on  the  3rd  ;  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell, 
one,  321b.,  at  Cargo.  On  the  6th,  Joseph  EUwood,  one,  at 
Beanmont.  River  too  full  to-day  (Wednesday) ;  should 
fish  to-morrow  if  the  rain  keeps  cff.— Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Dull,  dreary  November 
reigns  supreme,  and  the  angler  would  be  bold  indeed  who 
would  face  the  present  cheerless  aspect.  Rain  of  varying 
force,  from  dumping  down  like  cascades  to  the  gentle 
ginger-beer-like  lizzie,  favours  us  daily,  and  we  are 
shrouded  from  morn  to  night  in  an  atmosphere  dense  as 
pea-soop.  Prior  to  this  period  of  slump  and  despond  a 
few  jack  from  31b.  to  51b.  were  secured  by  the  following 
anglers :  JVIessrs.  Street,  Chapley,  Jackman,  Roberts, 
Morse,  and  others,  but  no  doubt  with  some  colder  and 
more  seasonable  weather  pike  fishing  will  give  far  better 
results. — Red  Palmer, 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Iiinos.  and  Cambs.).— 
Very  few_  visitors  are  coming  to  the  Fen  districts  at  the 
present  time.  The  weekly  excursions  have  finished,  and 
fishing  is  largely  in  the  hands  of  Iccil  men.  Sport  on  the 
Welland  and  Glen,  which  of  late  has  been  rather  quiet,  is 
now  reported  to  be  showing  improvement.  On  the  Forty- 
foot  the  best  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the  middle  lengths 
and  about  the  railway  bridge  in  the  Dunnington  district. 
Pike  are  chiefly  sought  after,  and  where  the  weeds  are 
djiag  down  and  the  river  is  pretty  clear  some  decent  hauls 
have  come  to  bank.  The  best  lot  reported  was  half  a 
dozen,  scaling  abont  301b.  Several  captures  among  the 
roach  are  reported  Irom  the  Boston  end,  creed  wheat 
being  the  best  lure  in  use. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  NoUs).— The  water  of  the 
Idle  ia  reported  better  for  the  downfall  experienced  last 
week,  and  this  coupled  with  the  mild  weather  has  brought 
cut  a  number  of  rods  for  the  lengths  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Haiey.  Here  anglers  have  assembled  from  Sheffield, 
Doncaster,  Gainsboro',  and  others  from  the  locality,  and 
many  have  been  rewarded  with  good  tucoess.  The  chief 
results  have  been  obtained  by  what  ia  called  awimming  the 


bait  among  the  roach.  Only  those  thoroughly  acijuainted 
with  the  method  can  form  an  idea  of  its  style  ;  however, 
its  results  have  been  astonishing,  whilst  what  is  called 
stretting  the  line,  so  popular  on  the  Trent,  ia  scarcely  any 
use  on  the  Idle  when  succsfsful  on  the  adjoining  Trent. 
By  swimming  bunphes  of  maggots  capital  bags  of  roach,  in 
the  pink  of  condition,  have  come  to  bank.  Fish  up  to  l|lb. 
came  to  hand  about  Haxey  Gate,  whilst,  curious  to  relate, 
a  Doncaster  angler  with  a  live  roach  bait  landed  a  capital 
pike  which  scaled  131b. — L. 

Lark,  Cam  and  Ou'e  (Upware,  Soham, 
Worlington,  Flempton,  Icklingham).— Not  only 
have  the  recent  rains  improved  the  fishing  on  Lark  stream, 
but  also  all  the  others  that  run  down  to  Denver  Sluice. 
The  waters  are  high  and  well  coloured,  and  look  like 
keeping  so  for  some  weeks.  Great  quantities  of  leaves, 
weeds,  and  decomposed  matter  have  been  carried  down- 
stream, and  the  waters  are  now  in  capital  order  for  pike 
or  bottom  fishing.  Some  of  the  best  takes  of  roach  and  dace 
I  have  ever  had  in  the  Isleham  portion  of  the  Lark  stream 
have  been  in  the  month  of  Novembsr,  and  1  hope  to  have  a 
few  days  there  again  during  the  present  month.  Thera  is 
a  station  on  the  G  E.R.  at  Isleham,  but  it  is  quite  two 
miles  from  the  river.  Barton  Mills  and  Mildenhall  and 
Icklingham  are  places  I  should  recommend  visitors  to  try. 
—Raven. 

Lea. — The  river  has  been  considerably  benefited  by  the 
rains,  but  it  still  lacks  a  good  colour.  Roach  are  feeding 
better,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  cinght,  but  sport  has 
been  very  uncertain.  Rye  House  has  yielded  several  roach 
up  to  lib.,  and  in  the  Hertford  district  a.  local  angler  has 
caught  twenty-three  roach  and  dace.  Not  much  sport  is 
reported  from  Ware,  and  here  I  hear  that  large  numbers 
of  fish  have  once  more  "  turned  up."  Pollution  again,  I 
expect!  A  fine  pike  of  141b.  has  been  caught  at  Brox- 
bourne,  where  the  liver  on  ThutsSay  was  in  nice  order. 
When  the  river  has  been  thoroughly  flushed  excellent 
sport  should  be  met  with  all  round.  Not  much  has  been 
done  on  the  tributaries. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItViftg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  had  run  into  fair  order  by  the  end  of  last  week, 
but  the  weather  kept  so  bad,  and  such  heavy  falls  of  rain 
have  been  had,  that  they  are  now  high  and  muddy,  and 
quite  out  of  fishing  order,  and  angling  hski  been  very  slow. 
Fly  fishiDg  is  at  a  standstill,  and  w2l  be  until  the  water 
clears  again,  which  will  not  be  for  some  days  as  more  rain 
threatens.  Bottom  fishers  have  tried  worm  and  maggot, 
but  very  few  fish  have  been  landed.  The  Pinsley  is 
coloured.— Gwynne, 

Lnggf,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Elngrsland).— 
Stormy  weather  at  end  of  last  week  swelled  the  rivers  a 
few  inches  of  unstained  water,  and  the  heavy  downpour  of 
yesterday  caused  a  further  rise  of  muddy  water  this 
(Wednesday)  morning,  at  time  of  writing  (6  p.m.)  receding 
and  clearing  a  little.  Should  the  weather  be  moderately 
fine,  fishing  will  be  practicable  beginning  of  coming  week, 
with  Mid  Blue  Whirling,  Willows,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect, 
and  Red  Palmer  for  choice.  Sink  and  drxw,  worm  and 
maggot,  should  each  be  good.  Glass  low,  but  rising ; 
wind  west;  no  rain  to-day. — R.  T.  Williams, 

Nene  (Feterborongfh). — Inactivity  in  angling  opera- 
tions has  prevailed  here  for  some  time  past,  and  only  very 
exceptionally  has  anyone  taken  a  turn ;  but  the  circum- 
stances of  low  water  and  bad  weather  have  not  been 
favourable  for  sport.  The  river  is  now  looking  much 
better,^  owing  to  the  rains  we  have  had  of  late,  and,  with 
the  dying  down  of  the  weeds,  we  may  shortly  have  more 
of  our  old  stagers  trying  their  luck  at  pike  fishing.  Mr, 
W.  Golding,  of  Woodstone,  with  a  friend,  has  succeeded 
during  the  past  few  days  in  landing  five  very  nice  pike, 
some  of  them  scaling  nearly  61b.,  at  Castor  Broadwater, 
and  altogether  about  a  dozen  pike  have  been  caught  in  the 
same  district  just  recently  by  Mr.  Golden. — B.  A.  S. 

Orwell. — Fishing  in  the  Orwell  has  somewhat  im- 
proved since  last  spring  tides,  and  moderate  sport  is  now 
to  be  had.  On  Friday,  the  2nd  inst.,  with  three  friends, 
fishing  in  Stratton  Bight,  we  landed  six  and  a  half 
score  whiting,  herring,  dabs,  and  pout ;  the  whiting, 
however,  run  very  small.  Other  boats  near  us  met  with 
similar  results.  Messrs.  J.  Crane  and  Turner,  from  Pin 
Mill,  commencing  early  nn  the  ebb,  landed  between  eight 
and  nine  score. — H.  C.  Westgate. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry).— Water  in  very  much  better 
condition,  thanks  to  the  late  rains  we  have  had,  and  jiok 
are  now  beginning  to  prowl  in  search  of  food.  The  weeds 
having  rotted  pretty  well,  allows  of  comfortable  fishing, 
either  paternoster  or  float  tackle.  A  lot  of  jick  taken  this 
week,  but  no  large  ones  yet. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  weather  has  been  very 
showery  for  some  days,  and  there  is  a  slight  improvement 
in  the  colour  of  the  water.  .Should  the  rain  continue  fcr 
a  few  more  days,  I  anticipate  the  river  will  be  in  first-claes 
fettle.  Fish  of  all  kinds  are  feeding  better  even  now,  and 
the  river  is  well  worth  a  visit. — C.  A.  B. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hants).— River  in  a  little  better 
condition  throngh  a  bit  of  colour  getting  in  from  the 
recent  rains,  but  stilU  it  is  far  from  perfection,  and  an 
east  wind  does  not  tend  to  keep  them  on  the  feed.  Still 
roaohing,  chnbbing,  and  perching  can  be  indulged  in,  and 
our  waters  are  teeming  with  some  grand  specimens  of 
these  fish,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  show  some  on  our 
trays  at  the  club  and  on  my  shop  slab  ere  long.  The 
weeds  aie  a  great  drawback  to  the  pike  angler  still,  and 
will  be  until  we  get  a  frost  and  a  flash  to  clear  them 
away  ;  and  to  come  any  distance  for  piking  yet  is  merely 
a  waste  of  time. — E.  Collinson. 

Onse  (St.  Neots). — Water  again  clear  ;  only  a  few 
small  jack  and  perch  have  been  taken  during  the  last  few 
days.  On  Saturday,  when  there  was  a  decent  colour  in 
the  water,  sport  was  better,  and  a  few  jack,  from  61b.  up 
to  9ilb.,  besides  several  smaller  ones,  were  taken  by  local 
anglers,— W.  N. 


Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

ueoh). — The  weather  of  late  has  been  most  tetnppstuous, 
rain  falling  in  torrents,  so  that  a  flood  is  feared  unlecg  the 
rain  ceases  very  shortly.  At  the  time  of  writing  the 
Tanat  is  very  fall,  and  rushing  along  at  railway  speed, 
the  Vyrnwy  is  very  high,  and  will  be  still  higher 
to-morrow,  and  the  Severn  will  be  in  flood  at  this  week's 
end.  Angling  is  of  course  impossible,  but  one  consolation 
is  that  the  flooded  state  of  the  rivers  will  induce  the 
salmon  to  travel  upwards  to  the  spawning  beds  without 
being  interfered  with  by  poachers,  who  at  present  are 
having  a  good  time  of  it,  owiag  to  the  scarcity  of  water- 
bailiffs  on  these  rivers — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bares,  Snffolk).— The  weather  still  continaea 
very  showery,  and  although  we  have  had  no  tery  heavy 
rains  the  river  keeps  gradually  getting  into  better  condi- 
tion for  roach  fishing  every  day.  Several  anglers  were  out 
on  the  4th,  and  most  of  them  had  fish,  the  best  bag  beintr 
91b.,  but  the  fish  did  not  run  at  all  large.  A  few  small 
jack  were  also  taken,  but  nothing  of  any  size.  Should  the 
present  showery  weather  continue,  and  the  weather  turn 
colder,  gentles  or  paste  should  soon  account  for  some 
better  sport. — W.  T.  Bain'bridge. 

Sussex  Blvers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — The  rain  it  raineth  every  day,  Sundiys  not 
excepted,  and  cold,  easterly  winds  and  fogs  have  ushered 
in  chill  November.  Rivers  are  feeling  the  benefit  of  the 
downpour  now  the  land  is  saturated,  and  the  influx  is 
nicely  colouring  the  water.  Angling  during  the  week  has 
not  been  a  success.  From  the  Ouee  and  Cuckmere  the 
record  is  under  the  average — roach  and  dace  from  the 
Ouse  at  Lswes,  roach  up  to  lib.  9oz.  A  few  pike  have 
been  taken  at  Hamsey.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Maynard 
captured  three  fish,  the  heaviest  weighing  "Jib. ;  these 
were  taken  with  live  bait.  The  Cuckmere  is  fishing 
poorly,  but  after  the  heavy  rains  the  water  will  doubtless 
soon  be  in  better  condition.  A  few  visitors  have  tried  the 
Rother  with  bat  indifferent  results.  A  few  small  pike  and 
perch  have  been  caught  with  live  bait,  pxternostering,  and 
roach  up  to  12oz.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good 
colour,  but  the  weeds  are  a  nuisance.  Pike  and  perch  are 
seemingly  cleared  out,  as  but  few  have  been  taken  this 
season.  The  heaviest  bream  of  the  week  weighed  llb.l4:z.; 
small  fry  ara  in  myriads.  A  change  of  stock  is  badly 
needed,  but  with  no  angling  society  and  the  indifference  of 
the  city  authorities  this  water,  at  one  time  one  of  the  best 
in  the  south,  is  gradually  deteriorating.  A  few  baas  and 
flatfish  have  been  caught  in  the  harbours,— George  F, 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  are  in  flood,  but  salmon 
fishing  with  the  rod,  which  ends  on  Nov.  15,  is  much 
worse  than  last  year,  I  have  heard  of  two  or  three  peal 
only,  which  in  the  years  of  good  fishing  were  caught  in 
July  and  August,  but  now  only  a  few  are  about.  The 
Board  of  Conservators  intend  altering  one  of  the  bye-laws 
respecting  using  the  trammel  in  winter.  The  reason  of  no 
fishing  is  that  there  has  been  no  water. — Rusty  Gajie. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  during 
the  past  fortnight  been  visited  with  some  most  wretched 
weather,  and  mora  rain  has  fallen  than  for  months.  The 
rivers  were  very  low,  and  it  took  a  long  time  before  the 
rain  made  any  impression  on  them  ;  tut  it  is  now  running 
high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing.  Raia 
has  been  had  every  night,  and  more  threatens,  and  there 
will  be  very  little  done  for  some  days.  The  present  flash 
will  certainly  do  good,  as  it  will  remove  the  weeds  and 
rubbish  and  leaves,  and  if  we  can  only  get  a  few  fine  days 
sport  will  be  good  again  amongst  the  grayling.  Angling 
has  been  at  a  standstill  this  week  with  the  fly.  A  few 
have  tried  worm  and  maggot,  but  sport  has  been  so  very 
bad  that  no  rods  have  been  out  the  last  two  days.  A  large 
number  of  eels  continue  to  be  caught  in  the  fish  traps  at 
the  mills,  and  are  sold  at  6i.  per  lb.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured,  and  no  fishing  done 
in  them  of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Teubury),— In  this  district  (he  weather  has 
been  vflry  changeable  and  quite  against  analera  getting 
out.  Heavy  rain  has  been  had,  which  has  now  begun  to 
cause  the  river  to  rise,  and  it  is  now  high  and  muddy,  and 
out  of  order  for  fishing.  Angling  has  been  at  a  standstill 
with  the  fly,  and  will  continue  eo  until  the  water  goes 
down.  Few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  those  who  have 
used  worm  and  maggot  have  not  met  with  any  good  sport, 
and  little  sport  is  expected  until  the  weather  clears  up 
again. J  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  ara  coloured. — 
Worcester. 

Usk  and  Tributaries.— The  salmon  season  closed 
on  Nov.  1.  During  the  last  month  there  was  a  good 
number  of  fish  up,  and  the  different  anglers  managed  to 
get  a  few  every  day.  The  heaviest  fish,  I  think,  was 
caught  by  Capt.  Mann,  20Jlb. ;  Mr.  Brantill  caught  one 
191b. ;  also  Mr.  Hill  caught  oae,  same  weight ;  Mr.  Collins 
caught  six  with  the  worm  same  day,  on  Pantyscallog 
water.    River  continues  very  high. — Pontsexny. 

Wltham,  fto.  (DSld-Llnoolnsblre).- For  the  first 
time  this  season  the  drainage  commissioners  about  Boston 
have  lowered  the  water  in  the  drains,  anticipating  a  ns". 
This  has  affected  the  sport  in  many  popular  sections.  Iq 
very  few  places  has  there  been  anything  like  sport.  Even 
between  Fiithville  and  Bunker's  Hill  the  quality  has  gone 
down.  It  is  reported  that  the  catastrophe  in  the  Hob 
Hole  about  Kelsey  and  Fciestone  was  not  so  serious  as 
anticipated.  Though  salt  water  made  its  way  into  the 
drain,  and  thousands  of  fish  were  the  victims,  it  now 
transpires  that  many  survived,  and  are  now  fit  for  sport. 
Roaching  on  the  river  is  again  reported  very  poor  ;  only  a 
few  dishes  are  reported  from  Stixwold  and  Bardney. 
Nearer  Lincoln  there  are  better  results,  and  sport  has 
been  chiefly  confined  to  the  seeking  of  pike,  but  even  this 
style  of  fishing  is  at  fault  through  the  mild  weather. 
Swimming  the  maggot  is  the  only  way  to  get  hold  of  roach 
anywhere,  and  this  has  brought  a  few  dishes  to  haiid  above 
Lincoln  of  chub  and  roach,— Lvci, 
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Wye  and  Serwent  (Derbysliire).— The  incsesant 
raios  we  have  had  daily  during  this  week  have  kept  both 
these  rivers  too  high  for  fly  fishing.  There  have  been  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  out  bottom  fishing,  bat  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  great  catches.  The  best  basket  was  taken  on 
Thursday  in  last  week  by  three  gentlemen  from  Notting- 
ham, fishing  from  the  bottom  of  the  Rutland  Arms 
garden,  Matlock  Bath,  who  took  jointly  five  brace  of  gray- 
ling and  a  few  dace.  The  weather  is  too  mild  for  successful 
grayling  fishing.  B tight  and  sharper  weather  is  what  is 
wanted.  Killing  flies :  Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Autumn  Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Little  Chap,  and  Black  Gnat. 
— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Whaxfe,  Kidd,  Detwent,  Ousa, 
&c.  (Yorkshire).— Freshets,  fogs,  falling  leaves,  and 
dismal  weather  generally  haa  been  against  anglers,  and  few 
have  been  out  up  the  Yore.  I  have  had  fair  eport  amongst 
the  grayling,  however,  in  one  of  its  tributary  streams. 
The  temperature  is  very  high  for  time  of  the  year,  and 
there  is  any  quantity  of  fly  on  the  water ;  consequently, 
the  fish  do  not  taka  anything  else  with  any  freedom,  and 
piscitors  who  fish  fly  have  the  best  sport.  A  few  have 
been  caught  with  the  gentle,  bat  the  grayling  refuse  the 
worm,  and  they  will  not  take  it  until  sharper  weather  sets 
in.  1  have  found  the  Needle  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Grey  Palmer,  and  Red  Tag;  to  kill  better  than  anything. 
I  hear  from  the  Swale  that,  so  long  as  the  water  kept  low, 
fair  sport  was  enjoyed.  On  Thursday  fully  half  a 
dozen  Northallerton  anglers  tried  their  luck  on  the  stream, 
and  some  fair  baskets  were  made.  Mr.  Wm.  Franks,  of 
Northallerton ,  showed  six  brace  of  splendid  grayling,  all  well 
fed  fieh.  He  caught  four  of  them  by  fiahing  a  small  red 
worm,  and  the  rest  with  a  fly  which  was  a  Blue  Dun  in  colour, 
with  a  strand  or  two  of  tinsel  wrapped  round  its  body. 
There  were  three  other  anglers,  also  from  Northallerton, 
on  the  water,  and  one  of  them,  Mr.  N.  Smithson,  got  a 
brace  with  the  worm,  while  the  other  two  caught  a  bait  or 
two.  Next  day,  a  Bishop  Auckland  angler  had  a  good  two 
hours'  sport  on  Bedale  Beck  ;  he  caught  thirteen  grayling 
and  dace  between  Leeming  Bridge  and  Leeming  Lock. 
On  Saturday  Mr.  W.  R.  Smithson  had  a  few  hours'  piking 
on  the  same  stream.  He  lost  a  good  pike  jast  below  the 
lock,  but  managed,  in  the  deep  water  below  Leeming 
Bridge,  to  hook  and  land  a  3|lb.  jack,  while  he  had  runs 
with  two  others.  _  On  Monday  a  Northallerton  angler 
was  out  in  the  mist  and  fog,  on  a  private  stretch  of 
water  on  the  same  beck.  He  caught  one  fine  grayling 
with  the  maggot,  and  also  caught  a  few  small  fish  with 
the  fly,  but  the  water  was  not  in  good  cDndition. 
At  the  latter  end  of  last  week  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
and  Ouee  had  run  down  considerable,  although  the  heavy 
rains  have  greatly  interfered  with  sport  amongst  the 
grayling  during_thi»  week.  The  West  Riding  rivers  have 
all  been  too  high,  and  the  weather  too  warm,  for  really 
good  fishing.  Sport  on  the  Wharfe  has  varied.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  seen  cut  at  Grassington,  Appletreewick, 
and  Bolton  Abbey,  but  sport  cannot  be  said  to  be  good. 
At  Burnsall  several  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  with  fly 
and  cockspur  worm.  Very  few  anglers  have  been  seen  in 
the  district  of  Ilkley  and  Otley.  Several  anglers  have 
been  cut  in  the  districts  of  Harewood,  Collingham, 
Wetherby,  Boston  Spa,  and  Newton  Kyme,  and  some 
fair  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  got  with  the 
fly.  On  Saturday  the  best  basket  of  grayling  was 
got  with  fly,  averaging  about  Jib.  each  (six  fish), 
the  best  flies  being  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Bradshaw'g  Fancy.  Messrs. 
Collier,  Bryan,  Gannee,  Parkinson,  Hirst,  and  Rippin  have 
only  had  poor  sport,  the  best  basket  being  about  five 
grayling,  caught  with  fly.  A  few  good  fijh  have  been  got 
with  the  aid  of  swimming  the  worm  on  very  small  Pennell 
tackle,  size  16.  In  the  district  of  Boston  and  Newton 
Kyme  several  good  baskets  of  grayling  were  got  with  dry 
fly,  tha  best  flies  being  Gold-ribbed  Hare's  Ear,  Pale 
Autumn  Dun,  and  Wickham's  Fancy.  At  Tadcaster  very 
few  fishermen  have  been  seen  out,  sport  being  bad.  The 
fish  were  not  at  all  on  the  feed.  On  the  Ouse  sport  has 
been  better.  A  lot  of  York  and  Leeds  anglers  have  been 
out.  At  Naburn  Lock  several  good  baskets  of  twenty  to 
thirty  fish  have  been  got,  the  best  bait  being  maggot.  On 
Monday  two  anglers  had  71b.  of  fine  roach.  Mr.  C.  Hirst 
had  splendid  _  sport  amongst  the  roach  and  dace,  his 
basket  weighing  clcBe  upon  111b. — all  good  fish.  A 
few  fishermen  have  tried  amongst  the  pike.  A  few  fish 
have  been  got,  but  none  have  run  a  large  size.  On  the  Ure 
at  Borobridge  a  few  anglers  were  out.  Sport  was  bad,  the 
most  successful  being  Mr.  T.  Cartman,  with  one  pike.  On 
Monday  the  pike  were  on  the  move,  several  fish  were  got ; 
the  best  fish  would  weigh  about  61b.  The  Woolpack 
(York)  Angling  Association  have  commenced  the  winter 
season  by  having  an  excellent  supper,  provided  by  the 
hostess,  Mrs.  Milner ;  about  sixty  members  were  present, 
including  angling  friends  from  other  societies  of  the  city. 
Mr.  W.  Cooper  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Wriggles- 
worth  the  vice- chair.  After  the  usual  toasts  had  been 
honoured  and  a  few  speeches  made,  the  rest  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  harmony.  The  following  gentlemen  gave 
songs  :  Messrs.  Feme,  Percy,  Holder,  Sykes,  Thompson, 
Hague,  Watson,  and  Whitehead.  The  decision  of  the 
Rotherham  Bench  in  the  Thrybergh  case  was  given  on 
Monday  by  the  West  Riding  magistrates.  These  were  two 
cases  of  alleged  illegal  fishing  in  Thrybergh  Reservoir,  be- 
longing to  the  Doncaster  Corporation.  Mr.  T.  Nicholas, 
of  Denaby,  and  Mr.  H.  Gnnby,  of  Rotherham,  the  defen- 
dants, had  been  proceeded  against  by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  for  having  fished  for  trout  without  a  licence  from  this 
authority.  Thrybergh  Reservoir  fishing  is  conducted  by 
the  Doncaster  Corporation,  who  have  put  a  considerable 
number  of  trout  into  the  water,  the  cost  being  defrayed  by 
money  received  from  the  sale  of  fishing  tickets.  Mr .  F .  Stead, 
the  head  water  bailiff  of  the  Fishery  Board,  contended 
that,  under  the  order  granted  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  his 
board  had  jarisdiction  over  all  waters  within  the  area  speci- 


fied. For  the  defence  it  was  submitted  that  the  Doncaster 
Corporation  were  not  amenable  to  the  regulations.  The 
reservoir  could  not  be  designated  a  stream.  The  compensa- 
tion water  specified  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained 
from  a  reservoir  in  another  district.  Water  from 
Thrybergh  could,  however,  be  sent  down  the  stream  if  it 
was  necessary.  At  the  court  on  Monday,  Mr.  F.  Stead, 
the  town  clerks  of  Doncaster  and  Rotherham  were  again 
present.  The  magistrates  adjudicating  were  Mr. 
H,  W.  Veroest,  Mr.  B.  J.  Young,  and  Mr.  W.  Salmon. 
Mr.  Verceat  said  this  case  was  adjourned  three  weeks  ago 
in  order  to  enable  the  Bench  to  consider  it  f  ally.  Since 
that  time  they,  together  with  their  clerk,  had  given  the 
matter  very  serious  and  careful  consideration,  and  they 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  summonses  must  be 
dismissed.  They  would,  however,  grant  a  case.  Mr.  F. 
Stead  said  he  should  apply  for  a  case  against  the 
defendant  Mr.  F.  Nicholas.  He  would  give  the  usual 
notices  to  the  Court.  At  a  subsequent  stage  Mr.  F.  Stead 
handed  in  the  customary  notices.  Several  anglers  have 
visited  Roundhay  Park  Lake.  Mr.  E.  Ward  on  Friday 
last  had  very  fair  sport  amongst  the  pike,  his  basket 
containing  seven  fish,  but  none  ran  in  any  large  size,  all 
caught  by  spinning ;  and  again  on  Saturday  he  landed 
eight  fish.  Should  the  weather  take  up,  and  the  water  of 
our  rivers  run  down.  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple  and  Blue  Hawk  will  all 
kill  grayling.— John  B.  Millee,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Cuilfall  Hotel  (Kilmelford),— Friday,  Nov,  2, 
witnessed  the  annual  stocking  of  the  lochs  of  the  above 
famed  angling  hotel  with  rainbow  trout  from  the  Wyres- 
dale  Fishery,  Lancashire,  Mr.  McFadyen,  the  enter- 
prising lessee  of  the  hotel,  ■^vas  in  waiting  at  Loch  Drimnin 
early  on  Friday  morning,  and  the  fish  arrived  from  Oban 
Station  in  generally  good  condition,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  weather  conditions  were  very  unfavourable.  The 
proportion  dead  in  reference  to  the  total  number  was 
comparatively  small.  As  the  conveyances  arrived,  a  scene 
of  activity  fod  interest  presented  itself,  the  gillies  busying 
themselves  with  transferring  the  trout  to  buckets  pre- 
paratory to  taking  them  to  their  new  homes  in  the  various 
lochs.  Several  spectators  witnessed  the  proceedings,  and 
assisted  in  the  re>iuisite  operations.  A  large  consignment 
of  trout  came  at  the  same  time  for  Major  McDougal, 
Lunga,  and  Major  Gaeooigne,  Craignish  Castle,  who  are 
likewise  engaged  in  stocking  their  estate  lochs.  The  rain- 
bow trout  thrive  well  in  Highland  waters,  and  yearlings  of 
last  year's  stocking  were  caught  this  season  at  CuUfail 
turning  the  scale  at  lib.  weight.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  efforts  of  "  mine  host  "  in  the  direction  of  improved 
fishing  and  first-class  sport  will  continue  to  keep  Cuilfail 
Hotel,  as  it  has  always  been,  in  the  forerank  of  angling 
resorts. — J.  C. 

Severon  (BanflFshire),— Although  the  weather  was 
not  very  propitious  during  the  closing  days  of  the  fishing 
on  the  river  Deveron,  rain  having  fallen  heavily,  which 
kept  the  water  in  large  volume  and  somewhat  discoloured, 
notwithstanding,  a  number  of  fine  fish  were  killed.  On 
the  Duff  House  water  on  Oct.  29,  Mr,  Simpson  had  two 
fish,  weighing  12lb,  and  201b.  On  the  30th,  Mr.  Wyllie, 
two  fish,  of  61b.  and  81b,  On  the  31st,  Mr,  Mowit,  one 
nsh  of  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Shearer,  one  of  101b.  On  the  Eden 
water  on  Oct.  31,  Mr.  Thomson  had  a  beauty  of  201b.  On 
the  Corniehaugh  water  during  the  closing  days,  a  number 
of  fish  were  grassed  by  Lady  Bridge,  Miss  Bridge,  and 
Master  C.  R.  Porter.  On  Oct.  26  Mr.  Porter  had  a  fish 
of  15Jlb. ;  Mr.  C.  R.  Porter,  twenty-eight  trout,  141b, 
On  the  30th,  Lady  Bridge  had  a  salmon  of  191b. ;  and  on 
the  3l8t,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  one  of  91b.  On  the  Marnoch 
Lodge  water,  Mr.  Hart  Dyke,  on  Oct.  26,  had  a 
couple  of  salmon,  of  111b.  [and  211b. ;  and  on  the  30th, 
one  of  91b. ;  and  Mr.  James  Kirk,  keeper,  one  of 
201b.  On  the  whole  the  season's  take  is  better  than 
that  of  last  year,  and  the  double  of  that  of  1898.  The 
part  of  the  river  belonging  to  the  town  of  Huntly  has  the 
largest  take  for  the  season,  no  fewer  than  200  fish  having 
been  killed.  Fish  have  been  of  good  quality,  and  quite 
free  from  disease.  The  heaviast  fish  for  the  season  was 
caught  by  Mr.  Williams,  on  the  Duff  House  water.  It 
scaled  over  301b,  The  best  day's  eport  by  one  rod  was  by 
Lady  Bridge,  who  killed  eight  salmon,  the  total  weight  of 
which  was  1271b.  ;  and  Dr.  Lawson,  Cabrach,  had  nineteen 
fish  in  three  days.  For  the  last  three  months  of  the 
season  the  average  weight  by  some  of  the  anglers  was 
151b.  Daring  the  close  of  the  season  quite  a  number  of 
heavy  salmon  have  ascended,  and  spawning,  which  has 
jast  commenced,  is  anticipated  to  be  better  than  that  of 
the  previous  year,  as  all  the  pools  are  well  stocked  with 
fish.  Favourable  reports  have  also  been  received  from  the 
tributaries  of  the  Deveron,  On  the  King  Edward  burn 
more  fish  have  been  caught  this  season  than  for  several 
years  back. — H.  W. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Since  the  close  of  the 
season  fish  have  been  running  freely  into  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  &c,,  and  there  is  every  promise  of  a 
splendid  spawning  season,  the  floods  greatly  assisting 
the  migration  of  the  fish  from  the  lower  reaches.  On  the 
higher  waters  spawning  is  already  in  full  swing  among 
the  early  spring-run  fish.  During  the  closing  days  on  the 
Dee  sport  was  very  flat,  but  a  few  good  fish  were  hooked 
on  the  lower  waters.  On  Lower  Drum,  on  the  last  day  of 
the  season,  Dr.  Rutherford,  Alnwick,  creeled  a  beauty  of 
121b.,  while  Mr.  John  J.  Hardy  (of  Hardy  Brothers, 
Alnwick)  had  one  of  161b,,  on  the  Knappoch,  which  he 
had  rented  for  the  back-end  season.  Don. — One  of  the 
best  fished  sections  on  the  Don  was  the  Kintore 
water,  where  Messrs.  Laing  had  a  fine  fish  of  Sljlb.,  one 
of  those  netted  and  marked  by  the  Fishery  Board  oflacers, 
and  "transplanted"  some  weeks  before  from  the  lower 
reaches ;  Campbell,  Law  Brothers,  Skene,  Morrison,  and 


Callender,  who  had  one  of  241b.  On  the  Beadlieston 
water,  Mr.  C.  Grahame,  Capt.  Webt,  Shepherd,  and 
Baillie  Brown  had  good  sport  right  up  to  the  close  ;  the 
Woodside  water,  where  Mr.  Wm.  Laing  creeled  the  top  fish 
of  the  season,  and  the  second  heaviest  in  Scotland,  a 
beauty  of  44Jlb.  Professor  Cash,  Aberdeen  University, 
was  probably  the  fairest  and  most  successful  angler  on  the 
Grandholm  section,  and  had  hardly  a  single  blank  day, 
Mr.  Milne,  Aberdeen,  had  eleven  fish  one  day  on  the 
Cruives  water ;  and  Messrs.  Pirie's  workers,  who  have 
the  run  of  the  Waterton  section,  had  a  grand  season  for 
kippers.  Ythan. — On  the  Ythan  Mr.  Alex.  Forbes  creeled 
three  fish  on  Lord  Aberdeen's  water,  creeling  201b.,  71b., 
and  81b.,  while  Mr.  Florence,  Aberdeen,  had  two,  of 
171b.  and  141b.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  water.  Miss  Gordon 
had  a  very  good  season,  considering  the  nature  of  the 
weather.  Ugie. — The  Ugie  has  been,  on  the  whole, 
somewhat  disappointing  to  some  anglers,  who  probably 
expected  over  much.  It  fishes  best  in  a  wet  season,  but 
the  past  one  did  not  come  up  to  this  for  some  reason  or 
another,  although  some  fine  finngck  fishing  was  got,  and 
an  occasional  salmon  and  grilse. — G.  M. 

Boutli  of  Scotland. — All  the  district  waters,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Galloway  Urr,  close  their  angling  on 
Wednesday  of  next  week.  The  Annan  has  been  out  of 
order  on  several  days  this  week.  There  was  also  a  flood 
on  Friday  and  a  large  red  spate  on  Sunday.  Fishing  in 
the  Wamphray  water  on  Friday,  Mr.  Marshall  killed  a 
salmon  of  161b,,  and  another  gentleman  one  of  20ilb,  la 
Mr,  Brooks's  portion  at  Hoddom  Castle,  Mr.  Thor- 
barn,  station-master,  killed  a  fine  one  of  271b.  in 
Calverts  stream  on  Saturday  eve^jing.  Sport  has 
been  excessively  poor  in  the  private  water  of  Mount 
Annan.  Mr.  Will  Bobison  killed  a  salmon  of  19Jlb. 
In  the  Pour  Towns  waters  a  number  of  salmon  have  been 
killed  with  the  worm  bait  and  the  minnow  while  the 
waters  were  discoloured.  Mr.  D.  Stewart  killed  one  of 
181b.,  and  Mr.  T,  Dobie,  Moffat,  had  one  of  201b.  The 
Rev.  J .  C.  Hicks  had  a  fresh-run  herliog,  and  returned  a 
large  yellow  trout  to  the  river.  In  the  Nith  angling  has 
been  disappointing  in  the  town  waters  at  Dumfries,  and 
"very  few  fish  have  been  taken  this  autumn.  In  the  middle 
and  higher  reaches  the  fish  have  been  showing  here  and 
there  occasionally,  and  odd  ones  have  been  caught 
near  Thornhill,  on  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association  waters. 
The  Derwent  was  in  the  pink  of  condition  for  the  higher 
waters  on  Tuesday,  and  a  number  of  good  fish  were  seen 
rising.  The  lower  waters  have  been  a  great  failure  this 
year.  Fishing  in  the  Cockermouth  portion,  Mr.  G. 
Cocktcn  killed  one  of  161b.,  and  a  visitor  landed  a  small 
one  of  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  H.  Muller  killed  one  of  8Jlb, ;  and  Mr. 
R.  Hewitt  one  of  101b.  If  the  river  is  not  again  disturbed, 
some  eport  should  be  had  by  the  14th,  when  the  Derwent 
closes  for  the  season. — Heatherbkll. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Streams,— 
During  the  past  week  weather  and  water  have  all  been 
against  the  angler,  and,  in  consequence,  takes  have  been 
very  limited  indeed.  On  the  Floors  Upper  Water,  Mr,  Ley 
had  fair  good  sport  during  tha  past  ten  days,  and  on  the 
lower.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  and  friends  have 
also  had  a  good  fair  share  of  what  was  going.  On  the 
Hendersyde  water  there  have  been  few  rods  on,  but  about 
a  dozen  salmon  have  been  killed  daring  the  past  week.  On 
the  Ednam  House  water,  Mr.  Wood,  jun.,  London,  had  a 
12lb.  salmon ;  and  on  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Duncan  Hill,  Queen's 
Head  Hotel,  Kelso,  killei  one  very  fine  fish,  newly  run 
from  the  sea,  which  turned  the  scale  at  101b,  Authentic 
reports  are  not  yet  to  hand  at  this  hour.  Several  baskets 
of  trout  taken  with  bait  have  been  killed  during  the  week, 
but  these  fish  are  not  now  worth  the  frying  or  the  boiling. 
— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  Lagan  is  very  high,  and 
coarse  fishing  impossible.  It  has  blown  a  hurricane  from 
Tuesday  till  this  evening  (Wednesday).  From  Dromore 
we  learn  that  brown  trout  are  on  the  redds,  and  if 
properly  protected  there,  and  in  the  Ravernet  tributaries, 
there  should  be  a  further  increase  in  the  stock  of  fish  in 
those  sections.  Reports  to  hand  from  the  Glenavy, 
Crumlin,  Sixmile,  Clady,  &t!.,  agree  on  the  miserable 
protection  afforded  those  rivers.  There  is  none  practically 
on  these  important  spawning  tributaries. — J.  A.  B. 

Castletowj^i  (co.  Cork). — Though  the  weather  has 
been  very  wild  and  wet,  sport  has  been  generally  of  a  good 
description  during  the  past  few  days,  the  fish  principally 
had  being  hake,  ling,  whitine;,  and  pollack.  Mackerel  are 
still  numeroui,  but  anglers  have  had  only  very  few  of  them. 
— T,  J.  D. 

I  Coanty  Antrim  KivArs. — The  rivers  are  all  hiah  in 
flood — running  red  after  the  succession  of  spates.  From 
the  Glens  of  Antrim  streams  satisfactory  reports  are  to 
hand  regarding  running  fish,  and  the  same  applies  to  the 
Bush,  which  is  well  stocked  just  now  with  spawning  salmon. 
This  river  is  well  protected  by  a  very  efficient  and  energetic 
staff  of  bailiffs.  "The  salmon  in  the  Maine  are  still  running 
up.  The  protection  on  this  stream,  which  contains,  with 
its  tributaries,  over  sixty  miles  of  spawning  grounds,  is 
very  inadequate.  Coarse  fishing  on  the  lakes  was 
impossible  in  the  past  week  owing  to  the  dirtv  state  of  the 
waters  and  the  hurricane  that  blew  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday. — J.  A.  B. 

Iiongh  Conn  (Cloghans). — Mr.  Crew,  a  London 
gentleman,  stopping  at  Tom  Clarke's  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Clogbans,  in  three  days,  got  five  pike,  largest  281b. ; 
another,  191b.  The  remaining  three  weighed  from  61b.  to 
9lb    Lost  several  others.  Good  prospects. — Tom  Clarke. 

Waterville  (co,  Kerry). — All  waters  here  are  highly 
flooded.  Large  shoals  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  have  gone 
up  to  the  spawning  grounds  during  the  past  week.  On 
the  Cummeragh  many  salmon  and  sea  trout  are  already  on 
the  redds.  On  the  10th  inst.  parties  of  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary will  be  stationed  at  Dromid  Lodge  and  at 
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Derrianna  Lodge  to  asetst  the  biilifPa  in  watching  the 
river  dnriog  the  spawning  season.  An  efficient  body  of 
'  bailiffs  are  to  be  appointed. — T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approxima  te  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Nov.  16.   Neap  tides  : 


Sat, 

Sun, 

Mon. 

Tues. 

"Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

ScarboroQgb  >•■.„ 

a.m. 

.5..!i9 
p.m. 
6.22 

a.m. 

6.46 
p.m. 
7.11 

a.m. 
7.36 
p.m. 
8.  1 

a.m. 
8.28 
p  m. 

8.56 

a.m. 

9.26 
p.m. 
9.59 

a.m. 

10.31 
p.m. 
11.  9 

a.m 
11.42 
p.m. 

Yftrmonth 

10.59 
11.22 

1L45 

0  .8 
0.31 

0.55 
1.23 

1.55 
2.28 

3.  1 
3.34 

4.  7 

4.39 

Lowestoft  ^  

11.41 

0.  4 
0.27 

0.50 
1.13 

1.37 
2.  5 

2.37 
3.10 

3.43 
4.16 

4  49 
5.21 

Aldebargh  „„.,„, 

0.  6 
0.30 

0.52 
1.15 

1.38 
2.  1 

2.25 

'2.53 

3.25 
3.58 

4.31 
5.  4 

5.37 
6.  9 

1.34 
1.57 

2.20 
2.43 

3.  0 
3.28 

3.51 
4.15 

4.41 
5.  9 

5.40 
6.15 

6.53 
7.30 

Bumham-on-  \ 
Orouchj 

2.45 
2.  8 

2.31 

2.04 

3.11 
3.39 

4.  2 
4.26 

4.52 
5.20 

5.51 
6.26 

7.  4 
7.41 

Soathend,  Sheer  ■> 
nesB,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-") 
Btaira,&  BamB-> 
gate.  ) 

2.22 
2.44 

3.  6 

3.29 

3.52 
4.15 

4.39 
5.  6 

5.34 
6.  4 

6.37 
7.14 

7.. 51 
8.27 

1.26 
1.47 

2.  9 
2.32 

2.-55 
3.18 

3.42 
4.  9 

4  37 
5.  7 

5.40 
6.17 

6.54 
7.30 

Deal  and  Dover... 

0.48 
1.12 

1.36 
2.  0 

2.23 
2.4G 

3.  9 
3.33 

3.59 
4.26 

4.55 
5.26 

5  59 
6.31 

0  32 
0.56 

1.20 
1.44 

2.12 
2.30 

2.53 
3.17 

3.43 
4.10 

4.40 
5.10 

5.43 
6.15 

Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  / 

0  58 
1.22 

1,46 
2.10 

2.33 
2.56 

3.19 
3.43 

4.  9 
4.36 

6.  5 
5.36 

6.  9 
6.41 

0.54 
1.14 

1.35 
1.5S 

2.21 
2.44 

3.  7 
3.33 

4.  2 

4.33 

5.  9 
5.46 

6.26 
7.  3 

Shoreham  and) 

1.16 
1.40 

2.  4 
2.28 

2  51 
3.14 

3.37 
4.  1 

4.27 
4.54 

6.23 

5.53 

6.27 
6,59 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island]" 

1.20 
1.42 

2.  5 

2.28 

2.50 
3.14 

3.36 
4.  2 

4.28 
4.57 

5.30 
6.  4 

6,40 
7.14 

7.44 
8.  5 

8.27 
8.48 

9,  9 
9.32 

9.56 
10.21 

10.49 
11.20 

11.55 

0.  32 

1.  8 

"WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Teleqeaph.— Friday,  Nov.  9. 

Maegate.— W. ;  smooth, 
Eamssate.— S.W. ;  smooth. 
Deal.— S.W. ;  smooth. 
Dover.— S.W. ;  strong ;  rough. 
HASTiNas.— S.W. ;  choppy. 


Ballinskelligs.— Though  the  weather  has  been  very 
rainy  and  wild,  fair  sport  has  been  had  since  last  report, 
and  at  time  of  writing  good  sport  ia  being  obtained  at 
pollack,  gurnard,  whiting-pollack,  bream,  scad,  and 
garfish;  mackerel,  scad,  and  bass  are  being  got 
ocoasionally.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycatton.— Sport  has  been  good  during  the  past 
few  days  at  various  fish,  principally  whiting,  whiting- 
pollack,  and  pollack.  The  prospects  are  good  for  the 
next  few  days.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.- Generally  speaking,  sport  has  been  poor 
around  here  since  last  report,  owing  principally  to  bad 
weather.  Prospacts  better  at  time  of  writing.— T.  J.  D. 

Brigfhton.— On  Nov.  4,  about  twenty  boat  anglers 
were  off  Kemptown ;  wind  S.B. ;  rather  choppy  sea. 
Nov.  5,  sea  calm,  seven  or  eight  boats  off.  Since  which 
we  have  had  stormy  weather  from  S.E.  to  g.W.  To-day, 
Nov.  8,  sea  again  calm  enough  for  boat  angling.— H.  ' 

Bnrnham-on-Croaoli.— Last  Friday  and  Saturday 
some  very  good  takes  of  fish  were  had  by  both  the  local 
and  visitmg  anglers.  They  consisted  of  good  whiting  and 
flatfish,  but  the  codling  were  not  in  evidence.  On  Saturday 
about  sixteen  boats  were  out  on  the  White  House  Hole, 
|od  the  panics  fishing  from  them  had  very  good  takes  of 
fish.  Those  that  I  saw  were  very  fine  ones.  T  heard  that 
one  party  had  nearly  Icwt.  of  fish.  Only  four  rodsters 
came  down  on  Sunday,  and  their  average  take  of  fish  was 
not  more  than  half  a  score.  On  Monday  afternoon,  Mr. 
Parker,  Railway  Hotel,  out  with  friends,  including  self,  in 
the  Volunteer,  had  a  take  of  only  thirty-four  fish,  dabs  and 
whiting,  but  all  good  fish.  This  week-end  wUl  not  do  for 
rod  and  line  anglers,  as  the  tides  are  now  running  too 
strong,  and  the  water  thick ;  but  the  trawlers  will  be  able 
to  get  fish.— J.  Wright. 

Deal  (The  Pier).  — Some  capital  sport  has  been 
realised  by  pier  anglers  on  several  recent  occasions,  result- 
ing in  splendid  catches  of  whiting,  large  pouting,  and  small 
congers  ;  but  codling  have  proved  extremely  rare.  Pollack 
are  still  scarce,  but  a  handsome  one  of  3Jlb.  was  taken  on 
Saturday  last  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Bowles,  jun,,  upon  a  common 
garden  worm.  Whiting  and  pouting  were  taken  in  large 
numbers  throughout  the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Sunday's 
anglers  were  Messrs.  Dryden,  Holmes,  Kenning,  Igglesden. 
T.  Clarke,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Hardman,  and  Poole,  but  their 
united  catches  did  not  reach  more  than  two  score,  the 
Y^tM  being  much  too  bright  for  inshore  fishing. 
Additionals  on  Monday  comprised  Messrs.  Dolland, 
Pilmer,  B.  C.  Clarke,  Beasley,  Thomas,  C.  Payne, 
Menuss,  Sanderson,  Atkinson,  and  Daly,  and  all  partici- 
pated in  good  sport,  especially  during  evening  hours. 
Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Towers,  with  their  boatman,  brought 


ashore  four  and  a  half  score  of  whiting,  and  a  shapely  cod  of 
15ilb.,  the  record  fish  of  the  present  season.  On  Tuesday 
morning  the  fish  bit  very  freely,  and  some  excellent  catches 
were  made,  the  general  run  of  the  whitings  leaving  nothing 
to  be  desired.  Messrs.  Culley,  Allen,  Barry,  Hunt,  Gee,  and 
J.  Vine  arrived  from  town  just  in  time  to  enter  with  great 
gusto  into  the  sport,  and  were  more  than  pleated  with  their 
success.  Several  ladies,  including  Mrs.  Memiss,  Mrs. 
Williams,  Miss  Busby,  Mrs.  Brooks,  Miss  !Mew,  and  Mrs. 
Smyth,  were  also  busy  on  the  morning's  tide,  though 
several  of  them  arrived  too  late  to  participate  in  the  liveliest 
of  the  sport.  The  strong  south-west  wind,  which  blew  in 
violent  squalls  early  on  Wednesday,  rendered  the  water 
very  thick  and  weedy,  oiusing  very  poor  results  on  that 
day.  The  chief  items  in  the  day's  catch  were  a  41b.  cod- 
ling and  two  congers,  which  fell  to  Mr.  Barry's  rod,  two 
codlmgs  and  some  large  poutings  taken  by  Mr.  Memiss, 
and  a  fine  2Ib.  whiting  captured  by  Mr.  Beasley. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal.— Thursday,  Nov.  1,  wind  S.W.,  moderate  ;  water 
smooth  and  fair  condition,  and  grand  takes  of  whiting. 
Mr.  Marshall  and  two  brothers,  twelve  score  ;  Mr.  Gibson 
and  boatman,  nineteen  score.  Friday,  wind  N.,  and  good 
numbers  of  fish  landed  the  first  part  of  the  day,  but 
running  rather  small.  Mr.  Vail  and  four  friends,  eighteen 
score.  Mr.  C.  Handley  oime  down  by  the  afternoon  train, 
and  put  out  about  three  o'clcck,  and  landed  at  dusk  with 
four  score  and  a  half  fine  whiting.  On  Saturday  a  large 
body  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance,  and  Dr.  Patterson 
and  Mr.  C.  Handley,  fourteen  score  whiting.  Sunday 
quite  a  competition  day,  being  such  a  large  quantity  of 
boats  out  with  anglers.  Messrs.  Glassington,  Cawley, 
and  Gordon,  out  in  a  galley  punt,  twenty-one  score 
whiting;  Mr.  Duchesne,  nine  score;  Messrs.  Holbrow 
and  son.  Dr.  Forbes  Tautz  and  friend,  in  a  galley  punt, 
thirteen  score;  Messrs.  Svmonds,  Biscoe,  Davis,  and  two 
friends  in  the  lugger  B  S.A.,  seventeen  score;  myself, 
with  Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Nunn,  and  Mr.  Marshall,  sixteen 
Eoore  seven,  the  whiting  running  larger  again ;  and  a  great 
many  other  anglers  were  well  satisfied  with  their  day's 
sport.  Monday,  winds.  W.,  light.  Mr.  Symonds,  six  score  ; 
Messrs.  Vail,  Hearn,  and  Taylor,  six  score  fine  whiting, 
and  I  understand  one  good  cod  was  landed.  Tuesday, 
wind,  southerly,  strong  ;  no  boats  out.  Wednesday,  S.W. , 
quite  a  gale,  with  strong  sea,  which  has  made  the  water 
thick  again.  Should  the_  weather  moderate  down  now, 
and  water  get  in  condition.  I  anticipate  fair  sport 
both  for  boat  and  pier. — Edward  Hanger  (Aaunt 
B.S.A.S.).  * 

Dingle.— Sport  has  been  much  retarded  by  bad  weather 
recently,  but  at  time  of  writing  good  takes  of  all  the  fish 
usually  got  here  at  this  season  are  being  had.  On  one  day 
four  anglers  caught,  in  about  three  hours,  102  whiting, 
sixteen  pollack  and  bream.  On  another  day  five  anglers 
had  twenty-nine  hake  and  twenty-three  ling. — T.  J.  D. 

Heme  Bay.— Fish  are  not  bo  plentiful  ia  this  district 
as  in  former  years.  The  catches  of  whiting  and  dabs  run 
from  one  to  seven  score  ner  boat.  Weather  fine ;  sea 
smooth. — E.  F.  Wheelee. 

Penzance. — Pier  anglers  have  not  done  much  lately. 
Seine  fishing  for  pilchard  ia  in  full  swing,  and  a  lot  of 
curing  going  on  in  Newlyn. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  sea  fishing  this  week  has  lean  well 
up  to  the  average.  The  bass  are  taking  well  on  the  pater- 
nosters, some  of  the  rods  taking  two  or  three  dozen  on  a 
tide.  The  grey  mullet  also  are  feeding  well  on  the  sjft 
flesh  of  the  shrimp.  This,  and  small  bits  of  ragworm,  are 
the  best  baits.  I  have  not  heard  of  so  many  octopus 
caught  this  week,  and  hope  they  have  taken  themselves  off 
to  another  country.  I  was  chatting  with  a  friend  from 
Penzance  last  evening,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  been 
taking  large  quantities  of  pollack,  running  from  121b.  to 
181b.,  which  he  landed  on  a  peel  spinning  rod,  and  he  said 
that  on  several  occasions  the  sea  was  alive  with  squid, 
which  were  swimming  all  around  the  boat.  He  had  a  novel 
experience  of  taking  about  seven  or  eight  small  blue  shark 
from  2  ft.  to  3ft.  long  amongst  the  pollack,  and  they  showed 
some  fine  play  on  his  rod  with  twisted  gut  trace.  Some 
very  large  blue  sharks  have  been  caught  in  the  herring 
nets,  one  nearly  9ft.  long.  There  is  plenty  of  smelt  and 
flatfish  to  be  had  from  the  piers  and  rocks. — William 
Heardee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).- Weather  has  been  rather 
rough  here  for  fishing,  but  some  good  catches  of  eels  have 
been  made.  A  few  pollack  and  bass,  mostly  small,  have 
been  caught.  The  boats  have  been  doing  very  well  daring 
last  week,  some  of  them  getting  seventeen  or  eighteen 
Eoore  of  whiting  in  two  or  three  hours.  By  courtesy  of 
the  harbour  master,  fishing  will  be  allowed  from  the 
landing  stages  from  Nov.  1  until  April  1.  Fishing  from  the 
steps  in  the  harbour  is  strictly  prohibited. — Samuel  J. 
Sanket. 

Scarborough.— Boat  anglers  continue  to  make  good 
catches  of  whiting  in  the  bay,  and  pier  anglers  are  having 
good  sport  with  billet  and  codling, — H. 


When  fishing  at  anchor  off  Downderry  recently  a  skate, 
turning  the  scale  at  1551b.,  was  caught  from  a  15-foot 
boat.  It  was  the  largest  fish  ever  landed  at  the  village  by 
hook  and  line. 


Ten  Thousand  Pounds  per  Annum  may  be  Kasned  at  too 
great  a  saeriflce  if  we  ruin  our  health  and  happiness  during  its 
accumulation.  Although  money  ia  a  necessary  article  to  possess 
in  order  to  obtain  the  means  of  existence,  it  cannot  purchase 
love,  friendship,  or  immunity  from  the  dangers  and  pangs  of 
disease.  The  millionaire  has  often  envied  the  toiling  labourer 
his  hearty  appetite  and  sturdy  health,  and  would  gladly  have 
saoriflced  a  large  amount  of  his  wealth  in  exchange  for  these 
blessings.  HoUoway's  Pills,  however,  can  give  health  to  the 
most  delicate.  They  are  the  precious  key  which  can  open  the 
door  leading  to  the  smiling  valley  of  health.  They  purify  the 
system  and  give  the  essentials  of  strength  for  the  blood. 


Jingling  '^xxlmes. 

November  10,  11,  12. 

B.S.A.S. :  Pier  competition  at  Deal. 
November  11. 

Abercorn  :  Lapsed  prize  ontiog. 

Admiral  Blake  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

Alma  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Outing  to  Taplow. 

Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Da'chet. 

Dalston  :  Competition. 

Friendship  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Gladstone  :  Match. 

Good  Intent :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Harlesden  :  Match. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

Oglapder  :  Pant  match  at  Twickenham. 

Original  Alexandra :  Match. 

Phcenix  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

Richmond  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

RDyal  Oak  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

St.  Albans  :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Silver  Trout :  Cup  outing. 

Stepney :  Christmas  outing. 

Twickenham  :  Competition. 

Wellington  :  Supper  match. 

White  Hart :  Christmai  prize  onting. 
November  12. 

Allason  United  :  Visit. 

North-East  Brothers :  Visit. 
November  13. 

Hoxtoa  Brothers  :  Annual  sapper. 
November  17,  18,  19. 

B.S.A.S. :  Annual  boat  competition. 
Novembar  17. 

United  Old  Friends :  Benefit  conceit. 


Nov.  18, 
„  18. 
„  18. 
..  18. 
,.  18. 

„  18. 

„  18. 

>>  18. 

..  18. 

,.  19. 

„  20.' 

„  20. 

„  21. 

31. 

„  25.. 

»  25. 

.,  25. 

„  25. 

„  25. 

„  25.- 

>■  26. 

,,  27.- 

.,  27. 
27. 

„  27.. 

28, 
1.' 
2, 
2. 
2. 
5. 
10. 
12.' 
12.. 


Dec.  1.— 


— Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 
— Blenheim  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
— Bostonians  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
—Brunswick  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 
—Crown  and  Buckland:    Outing  to  Hatfield 
Peverel. 

—Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
— Earlsfield  :  Outing. 

-^Peckham  Brothers  :  Oating  to  Pulborough, 

— West  Ham  :  Christmas  prize  outing. 

— Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

— Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert. 

— Oglander  :  Smoking  concert. 

— Golden  Barbel :  Supper. 

—St.  John's :  Visit, 

—Amicable  Excelsiors :  Match  at  Chettaey. 

— Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing. 

—Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 

— Brompton  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

— Stockwell :  Oating  to  Reading. 

— Walham  Green  :  Supper  match. 

—Piscatorial  Society  :  Supper. 

—Camden :  A.B.S.  concert. 

— Crown  and  Backland  :  Annual  supper. 

— Peckham  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert  and  lantern 

lecture  by  W.  J.  Wade. 
—Queen's  Piscatorials :  Visit. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
Lychnobites :  Annual  dinner. 
Carlton  :  Outing  to  Richmond. 
•Royal  George  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 
Wenlock :  Chriatmas  outing. 
■B.S.A.S.:  Smoking  concert. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  A.B.S.  competition. 
B.S.A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  Ohurchwood. 
Bostonians :  Lantern  lecture. 


Icpotts  from  CIu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Tharsday 
Bvoningf.  Address  "Editor  Fishino  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden 
Lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  finance  committee  will  mett 
at  8  p.m.,  and  general  committee  at  8.30  p.m.,  on  Monday 
next,  Nov.  12.— R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Club  Union-build- 
ings, Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.— Since  my  last  report  I  beg 
to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £3  from 
Hounsfield  Otters;  lis.  2d.,  the  late  Battersea  Piscatorials; 
63.  6d.,  Oglander  Angling  Society— from  their  Benevoleit 
boxes. — R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Easteen  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
North-East  Brothers  A.S.,  Star  and  Garter,  Green- 
street,  Bethnal  Green,  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  12,  when  I 
hope  we  thall  have  a  good  attendance  of  anglers  and 
friends. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (North-eastern  District) 
Visiting  List.— The  visit  to  the  Hounsfield  Otters  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  31,  was  a  success  in  every  way.  Good 
harmony,  a  good  muster,  seven  clubs  being  represented, 
and  £3  in  A.B.  box.  Amongst  the  visitors  I  noticea 
Messrs.  F.  Gray,  C.  Ashmore,  Bert  Dutton,  Max  Schocke, 
&o.  Will  secretaries  kindly  note  that  the  visiting  officer 
ia  W.  Oswent,  of  86,  Chewton-road,  Walthamstow, 
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Aberoorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Our  match  on  Nov.  4  was  not  a 
anccess.  no  prizes  being  taken,  so  it  was  arranged  to  fish  it 
off  on  Nov.  11,  at  Weybridge ;  all  to  start  by  8.44  from 
Clapham  Junction,  and  return  by  5.45  from  Weybridge. — 
A.  Painter. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  Hotel,  Acton. 
—The  above  fished  the  fourth  competition  from  Host 
Spong's,  Two  Sawyers,  Twickenham,  on  Nov.  1.  Eight 
punts  were  engaged,  sixteen  members  competing  for  three 
prizes,  and  a  very  pleasant  day  was  spent.  Upon  weighing- 
ID  at  clubhouse  :  Mr.  J.  Brooks,  first ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Pogson, 
seoond ;  Mr.  Butler  Taylor,  third ;  roach  and  dace  only 
weighed.  Eleven  fines  were  imposed,  our  size  of  measure- 
ment being  beyond  Thames  size,  the  proceeds  being  placed 
in  Thames  Restocking  Preservation  box.  The  takes  of  fish 
were  not  up  to  expectation,  the  weather  bsing  for  time 
of  year  favorable.  Total  weight  taken,  561b.  3oz. — 
W-  Howell. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Admiral 
Blake,  Ladbroke  Grove,  Notting  Hill,  N.W. — Our  usual 
weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  last  with  a  good 
muster  of  members.  All  members  are  notified  that  we 
fish  our  outstanding  prizes  at  Shepperton  on  Nov.  11,  when 
all  members  are  earnestly  requested  to  be  present. — C. 
Stedman, 

Albion    Brothers     Anirling     Society,  The 

Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney,  N.B. — On  Nov.  4 
the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Yeowell,  sen.,  roach  ; 
Murphy,  dace ;  Skilleter,  jack  and  perch.  Mr.  Murphy, 
being  the  only  member  who  weighed-in  fish  for  the 
Thames  competition,  took  the  silver  medal  given  by  Mr. 
Gibson  and  also  the  gross  weight  prize.  The  remaining 
prizes  will  stand  over  until  after  the  Christmas  prizes  have 
been  fished  off.  These  commence  on  Nov.  11,  at  St. 
Margaret's ;  all  to  go  by  first  and  second  trains,  and  to 
use  one  rod,  one  lice,  and  one  hook  only,  jack  being 
barred. — Alf.  Fenton. 

Allason  United  Erotlien  Angling  Scoiety, 
Doke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  HiU  Gate,  W. — 
We  cordially  invite  you  all  on  Monday  next  to  our  return 
district  visit.  Plenty  of  talent  and  influential  gentlemen 
will  be  present.  H.  Jackson  secured  a  prize  in  the  A.B.S. 
competition.  All  members  to  be  up  on  Wednesday  next, 
to  fix  date  of  cup  and  Christmas  competition. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Ooachacd  Hcrees,  Forti- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Nov.  4  the f oUow- 
iog  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Utting,  roach,  51b.  5oz.  ;  Mr. 
Brandon,  bream,  dace,  aid  perch,  41b.  l|oz. ;  Mr. 
Boothby,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Black,  jack ;  and  Mr. 
Chambers,  roach.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  mem- 
bers at  Shepperton  on  Nov.  11.— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — Members  please  note  business  of 
importance  Wednesday  next.  Several  of  our  members 
hive  been  out  lately,  but  have  not  done  much  owing  to 
brightness  of  water. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.  —  On  Nov.  4  several 
members  fished  in  the  A. B.C.  at  Richmond,  and  the 
following  weiothed-in  :  Messrs.  T.  Smith,  H.  Townley,  D. 
Cooper,  and  F.  Fairclough  ;  Mr.  A.  Knight  weighed-in  a 
fins  chub  from  Hampton.  Our  next  match  is  fixed  for 
Nov.  25,  at  Chertsey,  from  Laylam  Ferry  to  Shepperton 
Weir;  tow-path  only;  jack  barred;  can  go  down  over- 
night — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltoni«n3  Angling  Society,  The 

Ueoree  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Nov.  4  the  following  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  : 
Messrs.  Lxmbart,  Mellin,  and  Shury.  On  Wednesday 
(meeting  night)  there  was  a  good  muster  of  members, 
when  it  was  proposed  that  the  next  outing  for  five  prizes 
should  taka  place  on  Nov.  25 ;  and  the  Christmas  prize 
outing  starts  on  Dec.  2,  there  being  a  good  number  of 
prizes  to  go  cut  for. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E, — A  crowded  attendanca  on 
Wednesday  last,  with  Mr.  J.  Farmer  in  the  chair.  It  was 
agreed  to  visit  Taplow  on  Nov.  11  for  the  November  series 
of  prizes,  train  leaving  Paddington  at  9  a.m.;  several 
members  will  join  the  train  at  Westbourne  Park.  Concert 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  again  discussed,  and  further  promises 
of  support  received.  Chairman,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("Old 
Izaak  "),  vice-chairman,  Mr.  G.  W.  Duck.  Important 
additions  were  made  to  list  for  the  Christmas  outing.  Mr. 
T.  Rushton  handed  over  a  substantial  prize  for  the 
monthly  outings  of  the  society,  being  accorded  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks. — W.  J.  W. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  F<«ol«t7-  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Oct.  28  Mr.  G.  Smeed 
weighed-in  a  iick,  41b.  3Joz.  On  the  same  date  Mr.  S. 
Aplin  took  first  prize  in  our  roving  match  in  the  Thames. 
On  Nov.  11  we  fish  an  open  roving  match  for  four  prizes. 
Members  can  fish  either  in  the  Thames,  the  Medway,  or 
the  Arun.  Mr.  F.  Salter  was  elected  a  working  member 
on  the  Slat.  Oar  supper  in  connection  with  the  Stockwell 
Angling  Society  took  place.  Forty  members  sat  down  to 
an  excellent  supper.  Mr.  T.  Lucas  acted  as  chairman, 
Mr.  R.  Dring  as  vice-chairman.  The  following  gentlemen 
amused  the  company  with  harmony  during  the  evening : 
Messrs.  H.  Pairs,  Vine,  Decon,  Haywood,  Bob  Holmes, 
A.  Dejonge,  Hattatt,  Hudson,  and  H.  V.  Wilson.  Mr. 
T.  Lucas  proposed  the  health  of  the  Battersea  Friendly 
A.S. ;  Mr.  A.  Dejonge  responded,  and  proposed  the 
health  of  the  Stockwell  A.S. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — Only  three  members  weighed- 
in  on  Nov.  4  :  Messrs.  J.  Martin,  J.  Smith,  and  Spider, 
roach.  The  competition  for  the  November  series  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  18 ;  place  and  conditions  to  be 
decided  at  the  meetiag  on  Nov.  14,— Alf,  Conn.| 


Blaokfiriars  Angling  Society.  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street.  8.B. — Several  members  weighed-in  on 
Nov.  4  :  Mr.  Whiley,  one  jack,  81b. ;  Mr.  W.  Stone,  jack  : 
Mr.  Frank  Jones,  roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse, 
nice  show  roach,  several  up  to  12oz.  Our  November 
series  of  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  11th  at  Datohet, 
from  Albert  Bridge  to  Bells  of  Ouseley.  Start  Waterloo, 
first  train;  return  together. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society.  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— Since  my  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in:  C.  Chaplais,  jack;  F. 
Wilson,  gudgeon  and  dace ;  and  Wilkin,  roach.  The 
A.B.S.  competition  passed  off  splendidly,  thanks  to  the 
way  in  which  the  stewards  and  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee worked.  I  am  pleased  to  see  we  have  so  many 
good  workers  amongst  the  angling  fraternity,  and  am 
proud  to  be  amongst  them.  I  have  had  a  splendid  lot  of 
fish  loaned  to  me,  amongst  them  a  Prussian  carp,  a  large 
trout,  and  a  case  of  grayling.  They  are  on  view  in  our 
clubroom,  and  shall  be  very  pleased  to  show  any  visitors. 
I  have  the  honour  of  taking  the  chair  at  the  Allason  visit 
on  Monday  next,  when  I  hope  brother  anglers  will  give  us 
their  support. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Nov.  4  Mr.  J. 
W.  Blake,  weighed-in  bream  and  roach ;  Mr.  H.  Walker, 
chub  and  roach  :  Mr.  J.  Drew,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  F.  S. 
Pavett  and  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  perch.  The  ijuarterly  peg- 
down  match  takes  place  on  Nov.  11,  at  Ware,  when  we  fish 
for  three  prizes  under  the  usual  conditions.  Train  leaves 
Liverpool-street  at  8  5  a.m.,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  mem- 
bers.— T.  Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.  —  On  the  4th  Messrs. 
J.  White  and  Adcock  had  jack  and  roach.  An  outing 
will  be  held  at  Shiplake  on  Nov.  18. — J.  H. 

Brnnswick  Brothers  Anglini?  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.  —  On  Nov.  4 
Mr,  Bissell  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace ; 
Mr.  Parmenter,  roach  and  jack ;  Mr.  Harvey,  roach. 
Our  Christmas  outing  takes  place  on  Nov.  18,  at  Harlow. 
All  members  to  go  down  first  train  morning  of  match, 
and  meet  at  station ;  one  rod ;  tovs^path  only  ;  should 
like  to  see  a  good  muster  on  that  occasion. — A.  Robertson. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothen  AngUug  ie»ooi««y, 
Good  Intent.  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'e-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — On  Nov.  4  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  H. 
Everett,  with  111b.  6icz.  roach  and  a  carp  ;  S.  Hadkiss, 
with  a  nice  bream  of  31b.  13Joz.  ;  R.  Hubbard,  roach, 
bream,  and  jack  ;  R.  Nursey,  perch  ;  R.  Chambers,  perch  ; 
and  L.  Stephenson,  dace.  Mr.  C.  Pycroft  also  had  some 
good  roach  and  dace,  but  was  not  eligible  to  weigh.  A 
special  general  meeting  will  be  called  on  Nov.  20  to 
discass  a  scheme  of  recommending  an  alteration  in  the 
payment  of  contributions,  &c.  I  hope  members  will  turn 
up  in  strong  force  next  Tuesday  to  settle  about  having  our 
Christmas  outing,  which  will  be  the  first  item  on  the 
agenda.  Mr.  C.  Roberts  was  made  an  honorary  member 
last  meeting  night. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — A  poor  show 
on  Nov.  4,  Messrs.  Cook,  Critchen,  A.  C.  Hoodies?, 
Parker,  Marshall,  J.  Andrews,  and  Brock  having  a  few 
fish.  A  concert  will  take  place  on  Nov.  27,  for  which  a 
host  of  good  talent  has  promised  to  show  up.  Members 
are  reminded  that  last  Wednesday  was  quarterly  night. — 
R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.  —  The  following  weighed-in  on 
Nov.  4  :  F.  Stanitord,  roach  ;  W.  Flight,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Watson,  bream  ;  W.  Fayers,  roach ;  R.  Hacon,  roach. 
Oar  next  outing  will  take  place  at  Richmond  on  Dec.  2. 
We  made  two  new  members  at  our  last  meeting. — 
W.  B.  F. 

Central  Angling  Association,  13b,  Mose-street, 
Liverpool.— On  the  25th  ult.  the  Central  Angling  Associa- 
tion fished  the  last  of  their  card  fixture  matches  at 
Ecoleston  Ferry,  the  following  being  the  prize  winners : 
First,  I.  Smith,  41b.  3oz.  ;  second,  T.  White,  21b.  4|oz. ; 
third,  H.  Taylor,  21b.  loz.  This  being  the  last  of  the 
Thursday  matches,  for  which  four  aggregate  prizes  were 
offered,  the  result  shows  that  Mr.  T.  White  has  won  the 
handsome  cup  and  stand,  presented  by  Mr.  T.  K. 
Lancaster,  with  141b.,  the  other  prize  winners  being: 
I.  Smith,  121b.  14oz.  ;  C.  Rimmer,  81b.  6oz. ;  and  W. 
Watkin,  51b.  /'loz.  The  prizes  were  distributed  to  the 
winners  on  Monday  evening ;  also  the  aggregate  prizes  in 
the  three  Sunday  fixtures,  which  were  won  by  W.  Meighen, 
first,  with  61b.  3Joz.,  who  took  Mr.  S.  Boulter's  handsome 
cruet,  the  other  winners  being  R.  Iredale  and  W.  Spruce. 
It  has  also  been  decided  that  two  additional  matches  be 
fished,  the  first  being  on  Thursday,  22nd  inst. ,  at  Bangor- 
on-Dee,  for  which  three  good  prizes  have  been  given  by 
Messrs.  Hodge  and  Fletcher,  and  the  other  match  will  be 
fished  on  a  Sunday,  for  which  prizes  have  been  given  by 
Messrs.  Boulter,  Cooper,  and  Fletcher.  Members  of  the 
committees  of  all  local  clubs  are  requested  to  attend  a  meet- 
ing on  the  16th  inst.,  at  the  Derby  Hotel,  West  Derby- 
road,  to  discass  the  attempt  to  close  the  fishing  in  the 
Alyn  and  Dee. — John  Wishart. 

Clapham  Jnnctlon  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Glapliam  .Tnsfltion,  S.W. — 
On  the  4th  inst.  Messrs.  Lapwood  and  J.  White  weighed- 
in.  Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  eighth  day's 
outing  on  Nov.  11,  at  Datchet;  towpath  only;  from 
Albert  Bridge  to  Egham  Lock.  Train  from  Clapham 
Junction,  8.27 ;  return  from  Datchet,  five  o'clock. — 6.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  A  good  number  of 
members  took  advantage  of  the  late  rains  in  fishing  the 
prize  outing  on  Nov.  4,  and  were  well  rewarded,  the  trays 
being  well  filled.   Messrs,  B.  Hocking,  first ;  G.  Pearoe, 


second  ;  and  G.  Bailey,  third.  Also  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
Gisbourn,  roach ;  T.  Pasmore,  roach ;  C.  McLachlan, 
roach  and  dace ;  F.  Bishop,  roach  and  dace ;  B.  Lawrence, 
bream  and  dace. — J.  Bishop. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Falmerston,  Olifton- 
road,  Peokham,  S.E. — The  members  of  above  club  com- 
menced fishing  for  their  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  4,  when 
a  nice  show  of  fish  adorned  the  tables,  the  most  successfal 
members  being  Messrs.  Bird,  Mead,  and  Furnivall,  with 
a  total  catch  of  eleven  jack  from  the  river  Wey,  near 
Guildford,  weighina;  361b.  The  next  outing  will  take 
place  on  Nov.  18.— E.  C,  Addison. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington.  N. — On  Tuesday  last  we  had 
a  good  meeting.  Messrs.  Colson  and  Keen  weighed-in 
roach.  Mr.  Archer  had  a  record  take  of  roach,  but  did 
not  arrive  in  time  to  weigh-in.  On  Tuesday  next  we  have 
a  general  meeting ;  all  members  please  note  Rule  No.  10, 
— T.  Faulkner. 

CoUingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blaokfriars-road,  S.E. — On  Nov.  4,  Mr. 
Ball  weighed-in  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Boyd,  dace.  Will 
members  please  turn  up  on  Wednesday  ? — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Covent  Oarden  Fisoatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  Nov.  4  Mr.  Catbush  had  a  good 
show  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  John  Massey  also  weighed- 
in  roach.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Beach  had  a  very  good  show 
of  perch  and  jack,  five  perch  going  71b.,  largest,  lib.  12oz. ; 
jack,  41b.  llioz.— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Fisoatorials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — On  Nov.  4  Messrs.  H.  Harries 
and  C.  Walter  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Our  November 
outing  takes  place  on  the  18th  inst.,  at  Hatfield  Peverel, 
for  three  prizes.  Mr.  Maodonnell  gives  lOs.  6i.  for  gross 
weight  daring  November,  any  water.  Our  annual  sapper 
takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  27 ;  Mr.  J.  Knight  will 
occupy  the  chair.  The  half-yearly  balance-sheet  was  read 
and  passed  unanimously  at  the  general  meeting. — G.  H. 
Franklin. 

Salston  Angling  Sooiet;:'-  Brownlow  Arms,* 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  Nov.  4  most  of  the 
members  competed  in  the  A.B.S.  competition  at  Rich- 
mond, but  were  unable  to  score.  Messrs.  H.  Poore  and 
A.  Morgan  weighed-in  some  very  fine  roach,  bream,  and 
dace,  one  roach  scaling  21b.  3oz.  On  Tuesday  a  very  fair 
attendance,  when  the  boundary  for  the  Christmas  prizes  was 
extended  to  Carthagenia  Weir,  and  that  members  travel  to 
Broxbourne  by  the  eight  and  nine  o'clock  trains  from  Liver- 
pool  Street.  The  roll  to  be  called  at  the  New  Inn, 
Broxbourne.— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — We  have  nothing 
special  to  record  since  last  report,  several  members  having 
fish,  but  of  no  consequence.  Members  are  requested  to 
master  strongly  on  Wednesday  next  as  we  wish  to  arrange 
Christmas  outing  as  soon  as  possible.  We  had  a  new 
member  proposed  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  Christmas,  late 
of  the  North  London  A.S.— E.  Coltman. 

Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel,  East 
Dalwich,  S.E. — We  had  a  blank  day  on  Nov.  4,  but  on 
Monday  Mr.  J.  Bannister  brought  home  a  good  show  of 
jack,  perch,  and  roach  from  Huntingdon,  and  on  Wednes- 
day Messrs.  Smith  and  Beach  brought  home  from  the 
Thames  twenty-five  perch  (five  largest  weighing  91b.),  and 
three  jack  weighing  181b.,  a  splendid  show. — E.  Dyball. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — Will  members  kindly  attend  on  Tuesday 
to  arrange  for  next  outing,  which  is  fixed  for  Nov.  18, 
but  place  ia  left  open  to  be  decided  on  Tuesday.  The 
outing  of  Nov.  4  was  not  a  success,  so  same  prizes  will  be 
offered.— B.  H.  Lane. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Angling  Society, 
Horse  Shoes,  Silver-street,  Edmonton. — Our  competition 
on  Nov.  4  proved  very  unsuccessful,  as  only  seven  members 
of  the  thirty-four  who  competed  weighed-in  fish  as  follows : 
Messrs.  W.  Brown,  jack ;  Warner,  Salmon,  Cook,  Wheeler, 
and  Wild,  perch.  Mr.  W.  Dew  also  weighed-in  perch. 
We  continue  on  Nov.  11 ;  members  to  fish  where  they 
like.   We  enrolled  another  new  member  on  Tuesday.— 

W.  L.  COPPEN. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Wellington, 
High-street,  Shoreditch. — We  fished  a  peg-down  match 
at  Burnt  Mill  on  Nov.  4,  and  Mr.  Howard  took  first  prize, 
saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  We  fish  for  the  lapsed 
prizes  on  Nov.  11  (roving). — J.  Levien. 

Golden  Barbel  Ang;ling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
Nov.  4  Messrs.  EUins,  Verity,  Baily,  and  Smithson  had 
fish.  On  Nov.  6  Mr.  Ellins  weighed  in  barbel ;  largest, 
21b.  4io2.  Our  inter-club  match  supper  comes  off  on 
Nov.  21.  Any  member  (other  than  the  team)  wishing  to 
come  must  give  his  name  in  and  23. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Grows,  Gbnrch- 
street,  Shoreditch. — The  members  fished  for  the  Xmaa 
prizes  on  Nov.  4.  There  were  eighteen  prizes,  but  only 
eight  were  taken.  Mr.  J.  Pluckrose  was  first,  and  Mr. 
Ovenden  second.  The  ten  remaining  ptizes  will  be  fished 
for  on  Nov.  11  ;  the  members  to  go  where  they  like,  any 
part  of  the  L«a;  all  start  Sunday  morning.  Mr.  W. 
Erhorn  brought  in  a  good  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr. 
May  bury  brought  in  141b.  of  roach  and  dace,  they  were  not 
in  the  prizes. — R.  Muephy. 

Oreat  Yarmouth  Fisoatorial  Society.— The 
seoond  salt  water  match  was  fished  in  "The  Roads"  on 
Nov.  1,  and  although  not  so  successful  as  the  first,  was 
much  enjoyed  by  all  taking  ijart,  except  one  or  two  com- 
petitors, who  were  troubled  with  mal  de  mer.  The  num- 
bers of  fish  weighed-in  was  410,  with  a  gross  weight  of 
133 Jib,,  by  sixteen  members.  The  prize-winners  were  : 
W.  C.  Steward,  121b.  8oz.  ;  J.  H.  J.  Fortescae,  111b.  9oz. ; 
Percy  Search,  111b.  3oz.  'The  duties  of  umpire  and  assis- 
tant being  respectively  carried  out  by  Messrs,  J,  A, 
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Williams  and  P.  Search.  Another  match  will  take  place 
in  "  The  Roads,"  weather  permitting,  on  Nov.  15. 

Harooart  An^rllnsr  Soolety.  Haroourt  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W.  —  We  had  rather  a  better 
show  on  the  trays,  roach,  dac9,  perch,  and  chub  being 
shown.  I  must  ask  the  members  to  attend  a  little  more 
regularly  on  meeting  nights,  as  four  or  five  members  can- 
not carry  on  the  business  of  the  society. — A.  B.  Payne. 

Heart*  of  Oak  Au^lingr  Booiety,  T«  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green.— Members  may  go  where 
they  like  for  remaining  prizes ;  sign  on  Saturday  night  after 
Bix  o'clock.  Mr.  W.  J.  J.  Robinson  was  duly  elected  as 
Becretary.  Hope  members  will  kindly  attend  next  Wednes- 
day night  for  special  business. — W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

Holloway  Angrlinf;  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — A  well-snpported  meeting  was  held 
on  Nov.  7,  and  several  important  matters  were  discussed. 
Sport  has  been  poor  during  the  last  few  weeks,  but  I  am 
glad  to  say  members  have  had  better  sport  recently,  Mr. 
F.  Hawes  on  Nov.  3  weighing-in  several  good  jack  from 
the  Thames  ;  Mr.  A.  Clayton,  a  nice  basket  of  roach 
weighing  81b.,  the  best  fish  lib. ;  Mr.  F.  Johnson,  a  good 
take  of  roach  and  perch  up  to  lib.  Messrs.  Selters  and 
A.  Stevens  report  indifferent  sport  from  the  Upper 
•  Thames. — A.  C.  Clayton. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — We  had  a  very 
large  meeting  on  Nov.  7,  Mr.  C.  A.  Duke  presiding.  Two 
new  members  (Messrs.  Herbert  and  Henry  Pavely)  were 
'  elected.  The  chairman  had  a  nice  tray  of  roach,  dace,  and 
ohub  from  Rye  House,  weighing  211b.  (the  dace  and  chub 
were  taken  on  a  fly  spoon) :  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  some  nice 
roach,  largest  15Joz. :  Mr.  Brougham,  roach,  gudgeon,  and 
a  nice  jack ;  and  Mr.  A.  Morgan,  roach  and  dace. — J.  M. 
Brougham. 

Hozton  Brothers  Ansrliug;  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland^road,  Shoreditch.  E.— On  Nov.  4  Mr. 
McGuiness  weighed-in  perch,  and  saved  a  blank.  On 
Tuesday  the  minutes  were  passed  re  the  prizes  and  outing 
to  Harlow  for  Nov.  11.  Start  fishing  on  arrival  of  train 
and  show  fish  at  White  Horse  at  six  o'clock.  On  Tuesday, 
the  13th,  our  annual  supper  takes  place  at  the  clubhouse, 
when  I  trust  all  members  and  friends  will  be  in  attendance 
at  8.30.  Mr.  Norman  will  be  chairman  and  Mr.  Haggett 
vice-chair. — B.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angrling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Nov.  4:  Messrs.  Herbert  and  Wilks,  roach  and  dace. 
The  former  wins  a  prize  in  the  A.B.8.  competition  at 
Richmond.  We  met  on  Tuesday  as  usual,  Mr.  Howard 
in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B. — It  has 
been  arranged  that  the  half-yearly  distribution  of  special 
prizes  shall  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  28,  and  that 
the  event  shall  be  celebrated  by  having  a  supper.  The 
winners  of  the  four  prizes  competed  for  on  Nov.  4  were  : 
Messrs.  H.  Butt,  J.  Poole,  0.  Hayward,  and  R.  Hill.— 
H.  B. 

Jnbilee  Ausrllng  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report  we  have 
had  a  very  few  fish  weighed-in,  Mr.  Young  being  the  only 
one.  Other  members  were  at  the  competition,  and  sport 
was  very  bad  with  them.  Will  members  attend  next 
meeting  night  to  arrange  for  a  match  and  Christmas 
outing  ? — G.  Benc  e. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.B. — A  fair  number  of  members 
were  out  on  Nov.  4  (the  first  day  of  the  week  competition), 
but  sport  was  very  poor.  J.  Hawkins  landed  a  jack 
weighing  51b.  loz.,  and  P.  Sturges,  roach;  but  with  the 
change  in  the  weather  better  takes  during  the  week  may 
be  looked  for.  It  is  with  deep  regret  the  members  will 
hear  of  the' unexpected  death  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Eley,  one  of 
our  most  promising  members. — W.  Freeman. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Bastem  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  E. — The  dance  on  Nov.  1  was  a  great 
success,  147  being  present.  A  most  unusual  thing  happened , 
more  gentlemen  turning  up  than  ladies.  This  led  to  the 
Iidies  being  at  a  great  premium.  Messrs.  E.  B,  Finnis 
and  R.  A.  Wilderspin  acted  as  M.C.'s  in  a  very  efficient 
manner,  and  our  best  thanks  are  due  to  them,  also  to  Mr. 
Munro  for  catering.  Messrs.  Cloake  and  Wells  had  a  good 
show  of  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  which  were  shown  at  the 
dance ;  and  Messrs.  T.  Basley  and  H.  Bones  had  roach  and 
dace.  The  bi-monthly  outing  commences  on  Nov.  11, 
and  all  members  who  decide  to  compete  are  requested  to 
hand  their  names  in  early. — R.  J.  Wells. 

Unooln  Angrllng  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — Our  match  at  Woking  was  a  success, 
all  the  prizes  being  won  :  Messrs.  Bowdrey,  first ;  W. 
Watling,  second ;  A.  Thompson,  third ;  T.  Evens,  fourth  ; 
W.  Clark,  fifth  ;  C.  Biggs,  sixth  ;  F.  Cordwell,  seventh  ; 
Mr.  Farr  also  having  fish.  Mr.  Cook,  81b.  12oz.  of  good 
roach,  one  fish  lib.  8|oz.  On  Wednesday  next  a  special 
meeting  is  called  to  arrange  date  and  place  of  Christmas 
outing. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— This  association  having  been  favoured  with 
permission  to  net  some  water  in  Knowsley  Park  and  to 
transfer  the  fish  taken  to  "Littler's"  Delph,  the  fishing 
which  the  association  rents  from  Lord  Derby,  the  mem- 
bers carried  out  this  concession  yesterday,  Nov.  6.  By 
the  very  kind  action  of  Major  Hopwood,  Mr.  J.  Barnes, 
head  keeper,  and  three  helpers  gave  the  members  effective 
assistance  in  the  netting,  and,  in  fact,  carried  it  through. 
The  weather  through  the  whole  day  was  simply  detestable. 
In  the  result,  over  700  fish  were  obtained  and  transferred 
as  above,  and  only  about  six  were  found  to  be  dead.  'The 
fish  consisted  of  roach,  blue  roach,  perch,  and  carp.  This 
makes  about  1500  fish  placed  in  the  water  at  Knowsley 
this  year.— Rd.  Woolfall. 


Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  B.C. — The  general  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Nov.  10,  at  headquarters.  Members  are  earnestly  re- 
quested to  attend  early.  The  annual  dinner  takes  place  at 
the_  Horse  Shoe,  on  Dec.  1.  Hon,  members  cordially 
invited.  Particulars  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  hon, 
secretary. — Sid.  Ransom. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — Anglers  have 
not  had  such  good  sport  this  past  week  as  in  the  previous 
week,  but  a  few  anglers  have  caught  a  good  number  of 
fish.  Pike  fishermen  have  secured  a  few  fish,  but  not  very 
large.  The  time  of  tide  in  the  tidal, waters  at  Beeleigh  on 
the  11th  will  be  at  3.32  p.m.,  when  some  roach  and  dace 
should  be  caught.  Anglers  do  not  forget  the  smoking 
concert  at  the  Half  Moon,  Heybridge,  on  the  10th,  on 
behalf  of  Ben  Severs.  Come  and  support  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  and  you  will  have  a  pleasant  and  lively 
time. — H.  Keen, 

North  Brixton  (Qladstone)  Angling  Scciety, 
11,  St,  Mark's-road,  Camberwell  New-road. — The  above 
newly-formed  club  had  their  first  day's  outing  on  Nov.  4 
for  prizes,  which  resulted  as  follows :  First  prize,  C,  A, 
Brown,  bream ;  second,  J.  Dowling,  roach.  We  fish  for 
the  third  prize  on  Nov.  11  j  roving. — C.  A.  B. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Nov.  4  we  had 
a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  and  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs,  E.  Lamb,  roach;  W.  Moore,  roach;  W.Smith, 
roach ;  and  S.  Barrett,  bream.  On  Nov.  14  a  special 
meeting  takes  place  to  arrange  the  place  to  fish  for  our 
Christmas  prizes.  On  Nov.  12  our  return  visit  takes  place. 
— G.  Taylor. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Osrlander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  Bast  Dulwich,  S.B.— On  Nov.  4  Mr.  T. 
Mueller  saved  the  club  from  a  blank  with  a  nice  dace.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  J.  Dunham  was  proposed  and  elected  a 
working  member  of  this  society.  On  Nov.  11  we  have  a 
competition  at  Twickenham;  trains  leave  Waterloo  750 
and  8.15  ;  VanxhaU,  five  minutes  later.  The  stewards  are 
Messrs.  T.  Moyler  and  W.  S.  Cartwright.  Seven  punts 
have  been  engaged  ;  draw  for  boats  and  partners.  Those 
who  arrive  late  can  be  rowed  out  to  their  punts  by  applying 
to  Mr.  Spong,  the  Two  Sawyers,  who  is  supplying  the 
punts.  We  were  honoured  by  a  visit  from  Mr.  J.  W. 
Wade,  who  occupied  the  chair,  and  gave  us  an  interesting 
account  of  his  doings  among  anglers,  also  some  useful 
hints  on  angling  and  competitions  generally,  wh  ich  every- 
one enjoyed. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  outing 
at  Ware  resulted  in  W.  Stratford  being  the  only  member 
catching  the  requisite  weight,  and  will  take  hie  prize.  It 
was  also  carried  that  any  member  handling  another 
member's  rod  or  line  after  it  has  been  put  together  during 
the  hours  of  the  competition,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  it  from  injury,  will  disqualify  himself  for  that  day  ; 
and  any  member  allowing  another  member  or  person  to 
handle  his  rod  or  line,  except  for  the  above  named  purpose, 
will  be  disqualified  for  that  day ;  and  members  are 
requested  not  to  leave  their  swims  with  their  baits  in  the 
water.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  four  prizes  at  Maldon, 
on  the  11th;  Long  Weir  Bridge  to  Hoe  Mill;  Speeny 
Meadow  barred  ;  roaming ;  and  show  fish  in  the  Welcome 
Sailor  Inn  at  5.30  p,m, — George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham, — We  had  a  nice  show  on  Nov,  4  by  the 
following :  Messrs,  Hopton,  roach,  perch,  bream,  and 
rndd;  Gates,  dace;  Reitz,  perch;  White,  perch;  and 
Bletchley,  roach.  I  should  like  all  members  to  attend  on 
Nov.  11  to  arrange  about  our  Christmas  prize  outing.  The 
following  have  already  promised  prizes  :  Messrs.  Eastman, 
Curtis,  Gates.  Tracy,  Hancock,  J.  Hopton,  A.  Challis, 
and  Reitz. — H.  Gates, 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Masons' 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.B, — I  must  again  appeal 
to  brother  anglers  not  to  forget  the  date  of  our  concert  in 
aid  of  the  A,B.S.  on  Nov.  27.  A  big  array  of  talent  is  billed 
for  this  evening,  including  lantern  lecture  by  W.  J.  Wade. 
Programmes  are  now  in  circulation,  and  should  any  club 
not  have  sufficient,  by  communicating  with  me  their  re- 
quirements will  receive  prompt  attention.  The  November 
series  will  be  fished  at  Pulborough  on  Nov.  18,  all  to  go 
down  on  the  morning.  One  prize  still  left  from  Windsor 
outing  to  be  fished  off.  Mr.  H.  Soutt  was  elected  a 
working  member.  Mr.  Regardso  weighed  on  Nov.  4. — 
F.  G.  GiBBS. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.  —  On  Nov,  4  Messrs,  Bouffler,  Nobby, 
Hammond,  and  Carver  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  ;  Bon  (tier 
winning  a  prize  in  the  A.  B,  Competition,  Members  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr.  Hartridge,  C.I.V,,  is  back  with 
us  and  looking  well.  Match  at  Windsor  on  Nov.  II ;  three 
prizes.— R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N,W,— On  Nov.  4  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Taylor,  Payne,  and  Yule,  The  club 
takes  a  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  Lisi 
on  Tuesday,  Nov,  27,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  array  of 
talent, — Geo.  Keene. 

Bioyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square, — On  Nov,  4,  Mr,  H.  Lewis 
was  the  only  member  who  returned  with  fish.  He  also 
weighed-in  at  the  A.B,  competition.  We  fish  a  match  on 
Dec,  2,  from  Petersham  Meadows  to  Swan  Ferry,  at 
Twickenham ;  usual  conditions,  and  hope  to  see  all 
members  present.  Mr.  Lawrenson's  prize  will  be  on  show 
on  Nov.  11,  which  is  put  up  for  the  largest  one  day's  show 
of  roach  (bank). — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — The  next  return  visit  on 
the  No.  2  Eastern  District  List  will  take  place  at  the  above 


on  Nov.  21,   A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all, — 

Thoelino. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Nov,  G  Mr. 
Pettit  weighed-in  a  grand  show  nf  dace  (largest,  'Jo/..,  Hoz., 
I^oz,,  and  7io/..)  and  roach  on  Nov,  11.  We  have  a  cup 
outing  to  Shiplake,  when  I  hops  all  members  will 
endeavour  to  be  present.  Train  leaves  Paddington  Station 
at  nine  o'clock. — R.  Smith. 

South  Bermondsey  Club  and  Institute  Pisca- 
torials, Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  Nov.  4,  Mr. 
W.  Castin  weighed-in  barbel,  saving  a  blank  on  the 
monthly  outing.  I  hope  members  will  attend  on  Friday 
next,  as  we  have  important  business  to  discuss. — J.  H. 
Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — Our  members  have  not  been  very  succestf  ol 
durirg  the  last  week,  only  one  member,  Mr.  Grindrod, 
weighing-in  (jack).  Our  match  for  Christmas  prizes  will 
commence  on  Nov,  11,  between  Burnt  Mill  and  Harlow 
(pegged-down)  ;  Messrs.  Jolly  and  Grindrod  peggers-ont ; 
book  to  Burnt  Mill.— W,  B. 

Stookwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham, — The  much-needed  rain  having  come  at 
last,  the  shows  of  fish  on  Nov.  4  were  better,  Messrs, 
Lucas  and  Ansty  having  some  nice  ones,  Messrs,  Jenkins 
and  Tirrell  also  weighing-in.  Our  supper  with  the  Bat- 
tersea  Friendly  A.S.  was  a  success,  and  an  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  the  last. 
Our  Christmas  outing  has  been  arranged  for  the  25th, 
at  Reading ;  particulars  later  on. — A,  P. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham. — We  had  a  well  attended  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday ;  three  new  members  were  elected.  The  competi- 
tion for  Nov.  11  and  12  promises  to  be  the  best  we  have 
ever  held.  We  have  already  a  large  entry  for  both  days. 
The  first  prize  is  a  very  handsome  smoking  cabinet  and 
fifty  cigars,  given  by  Mr.  A.  Preston,  a  member.  We  are 
now  able  to  offer  three>nnual  prizes — one  for  the  heaviest 
barbel,  one  for  the  heaviest  roach,  one  for  the  heaviest 
pike  taken  from  any  part  of  the  Thames.  Mr.  F.  Simonds 
weighed-in  a  barbel,  SJlb. ;  Mr,  Geo,  Ayland,  a  roach, 
lib,,  taken  from  the  Thames, — Geo,  Barrow, 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich. — The  programmes  are  out 
for  Bro,  Grimwood's  concert,  I  hope  all  who  can  will 
purchase  one,  or  even  more.  We  sent  six  members  to  the 
A.B.S.  competition;  four  weighed-in  fish:  Bro.  W.  M, 
Smith,  lib,  5ioz.,  dace  and  perch  ;  Bro,  H.  Ward,  twenty- 
two  gudgeon,  13|  oz. ;  one  was  a  splendid  fish,  O^in,  in 
length.  S,  Dennington  and  J.  Miles,  jnn,,  also  weighed- 
in, — W,  M,  Smith, 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N,W,  —  On 
Nov,  4  we  had  our  lapsed  priz3  outing,  the  remaining 
prizes  being  taken  in  the  following  order :  T,  Austin,  J. 
Toothill,  F,  Griffith,  W,  Davis,  H.  Clarke ;  had  a  nice 
show  of  roach  and  dace.  Owing  to  our  secretary  being 
very  unwell,  his  duties  are  kindly  being  taken  over  by 
G.  Smith.  Hope  all  members  will  attend  and  give  him 
their  support, — J,  Toothill, 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.  —  We  had  some  fine  shows  of  fish  on  our 
trays  on  the  4th,  The  following  had  fish  :  Mr.  Clegg,  roach; 
Mr,  Betts,  roach  ;  Mr,  Walton,  dace.  The  latter  takes  a 
prize  in  the  A.B,  competition.  We  bad  a  good  meeting  on 
the  6th,  Members  please  notice  the  final  arrangements 
take  place  for  our  next  match  on  next  Tuesday  evening. 
During  the  evening  Mr,  E,  Rowles  favoured  us  with  his 
company. — H,  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.  W. — We  had  a  good  attendance 
of  members  on  Wednesday,  being  quarter  night.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Powe  was  re-elected  chairman  ;  Mr.  Glass,  delegate 
to  Central  Association ;  Mr.  Kerry,  assistant  secretary. 
We  also  nominated  two  working  members,  Messrs. 
Roemer  and  R.  Fox,  Mr.  Roemer  showing  three  jack 
from  Wimbledon  Lake,  which,  I  think,  is  fishing  better 
since  it  has  been  re-opened. — A.  Glass. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — We  had  a  fair  show 
of  fish  on  Nov.  4.  Mr.  Eaton  had  two  fine  jack ;  Mr. 
Thomson,  some  fine  perch  and  roach  from  the  Lea  ;  Mr. 
Poore  also  had  perch. — M.  Schocke. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  Islington, 
N. — One  of  our  members  has  baen  fortunate  enough  to 
capture  a  very  tine  perch  weighing  21b.  6Joz.  —  M. 
Cuddon, 

Warwick  Angling  Society.  Lord  Brooke,  Sherr* 
hall-street,  Walthamstow,  —  On  Nov,  1  we  received  two 
more  nominations  for  membership.  On  Nov.  4  our  roving 
competition  resulted  in  a  nice  show  of  fish.  Of  the  nice 
prizes  offered  seven  were  taken  by  the  following  gentle- 
men :  Mr.  C.  Glidden,  with  jack  and  perch ;  Messrs. 
Odart,  RUey,  Harman,  Sizer,  Calicut,  and  Howe,  with 
perch. — W,  Callcut, 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HUlingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — I  thank  all  members 
for  attending  on  Tuesday  last,  which  enabled  us  to  settle 
some  very  important  busineis  satisfactorily.  The  monthly 
outing  takes  place  on  Nov.  11  at  Sunbury.  There  are  five 
prizes  to  be  fished  for,  also  to  decide  which  side  pays  for 
the  supper.  I  hope  to  see  all  members  turn  out. — W, 
Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Our  lapsed  outing  to  Amberley  on  Nov,  4 
resulted  as  follows:  Mr,  Kenn,  bream;  Mr.  F.  Beteux, 
roach.  Mr.  Styman  weighed-in  bream  from  other  waters. 
At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to  fish  our  Christmas 
outing  on  Dec.  2  at  Rye  House,  roving ;  towpath  only.— 
H.  Heir. 
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Weafc  Ham  Brothers  Auirlii^ir  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Since  my  last  report 
Me  following  have  weigbad-in  fish :  Mr.  Homer,  Mr. 
Pertiurst,  Mr.  Tyler,  Mr.  A'ail,  Mr.  Bowles,  Mr.  Turner; 
J.  Kewton,  seven  roach ;  and  K.  PummeH,  roach,  one  fish 
weighing  lib.  -ihoz.  I  wish  to  remind  our  members  that 
we  neh  tor  our  Christmas  prizes  on  tbe  18th  at  Hatfield 
Peverel.  All  to  go  down  by  the  train  thit  leaves  S  tratford 
at  7.35  a.m. — B.  Lowther. 

'^hite  Hart  Angling:  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
lottenham  Hale,  N.  — I  wish  to  remind  members  that  we 
start  fishing  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  11;  to  be 
davided  into  eight  prizes;  all  fish  open;  there  are  also 
three  special  prizes  for  the  heaviest  jack,  roach,  and  perch 
taken  from  the  Lea  during  the  Christmas  prize  outings. 
— W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Wokingr  Angling  Club,  The  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Woking.— We  have  had  but  poor  sport  on  the  Wey  lately, 
but  with  a  better  flush  of  water  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record 
better  sport.  We  have  had  a  nice  rain,  and  the  water 
should  soon  be  in  good  condition.  Members  will  please 
make  an  effort  to  attend  our  half-yearly  general  meeting, 
which  will  beheld  on  Thursday,  Nov.  15,  when  we  hope  to 
have  our  president,  Mr.  A.  G.  Clinton,  ia  the  chair.— 
E.  Heather. 


^offings  bp  l^e  iDap. 

Mr.  Frederick  Johnson,  Altrincham,  while  fishing  in 
private  water  in  Cheshire,  on  Monday  last,  captured  four 
pike,  the  largest  weighing  nearly  181b.,  which  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Cooper  for  preservation. 


C.  F.  WRITES  :  "  Fishing  recently  at  Twickenham  with 
0.  W,  Brown  (a  moat  painstaking  fisherman),  one  rod, 
sixty-seven  sizeable  roach  and  dace,  24lb.  lOoz.,  largest 
13oz. ;  and  one  barbel,  41b.  3oz.,  a  fine  fish  for  its  weight. 
River  much  improved  with  the  rain," 


"  During  the  week,  says  the  Tuam  Herald,  while  the 
cleansing  of  the  Waterworks  Reservoir  was  being  carried 
out,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  M.  C.  Shine,  the  Water- 
works Superintendent,  the  workmen  engag;ed  in  the  opera- 
tions found  lying  near  the  concrete  flooring — a  pike. 
We  would  strongly  advise  our  local  antiquarians  whose 
ranks  we  are  glad  to  see  daily  increasing  to  investigate 
the  fragments  of  the  "  find,"  that  ia  to  say  if  any  still 
remain  to  be  investigated;  for  it  is  alleged  that  the 
"disjecta  memhra "  have  been  already  divided  out  and 
appreciated  by  citizens  of  "  credit  and  renown."  Our 
readers  are  well  acquainted,  we  are  sure,  with  the  lines  of 
the  rebel  ballad ; — 

'  The  pathos  of  a  pike 

And  the  logic  of  a  blow,' 
but  some  had  more  than  their  alloted  share  of  the  pike 
head  in  tbe  gustatory  sense."     [This  information  is 
"  heralded  "  from  Tuam  ;  but  all  I  know  about  "  Meum 
and  Tunm  "  is  that  anybody  is  welcome  to  this  "find."] 


There  is  a  famous  angling  society,  not  a  hundred  miles 
from  Fleet-street,  which  owns  a  member  with  the  front 
name  of  Mick._  Micky  was  returning  home  from  the 
A.B.S.  competition  at  Richmond,  and  was  in  a  very 
talkative  mood.  He  had  a  word  for  everybody,  irre- 
spective of  rank  or  station.  He  got  iato  a  'bus,  and 
chaffed  both  the  conductor  and  the  passengers.  The 
climax  was  reached  when  a  gentleman  with  a  cigar  in  his 
mouth  essayed  to  enter  the  vehicle.  Micky  rising  gravely 
from  his  seat,  removing  his  hat,  and  addressing  the 
gentleman  vcy  politely,  said  :  "  Bedad,  sor,  if  you  want  to 
smoke  you  must  go  outside  or  on  the  top." 


When  Micky  reached  home  he  was,  of  course,  inun- 
dated with  the  usual  queries:  "What  luck,  &c  ? " 
"Bedad!"  replied  Mick,  "all  I  got  was  a  bad  eye." 
"  A  bad  eye  ?  "  said  one.  "  What's  the  matter  with  it  ?  " 
"  Well,"  said  Mick,  "  I  don't  know,  quite,  but  I  think  it 
has  '  gone  wonked  '  watching  the  float  all  day,  and  waiting 
for  it  to  'bob'." 

)  »  I  «  c 

A  coRKESPONDENT  Writes  to  the  effect  that,  in  his 
opinion,  a  higher  standard  of  "  takeable  "  fish  is  sorely 
needed.  Very  well.  Cela  va  hien  !  But  the  fact 
remains— that  is  to  say,  roach  taken  from  the  Thames 
must  be  seven  inches  in  length.  A  roach  of  3^oz.  was 
weighed-in  at  a  certain  London  club,  and  duly  recorded. 
Of  course,  it  would  have  had  more  interest  if  it  weighed 
21b.  SJoz.  ;_  but  a  roach  of  7in.  in  length  (from  the 
Thames)  will  weigh  as  nearly  as  possible  three  ounces. 
Mr.  Cecil  Howlett,  of  Eton,  has  kindly  weighed  several 
7in.  roach,  apd  this  is  his  ipse  divit :  "  The  weight  of 
a  7in.  roach  is  as  nearly  as  possible  3oz."  Consequently. 
the_  man  who  weighed-in  such  a  fish  was  not  guilty  of 
taking  undersized  fish.  Speaking  for  myself,  I  return  all 
the  fish  I  capture — with  the  exception  of  fish  caught  on 
the  "briny."  To  my  mind,  whiting,  codling,  or  cod  are 
infinitely  more  tasty  than  chub. 

 >»>♦<  

^In  answer  to  "  G.  J."  as  to  "  Eucalyne,"  noticed  some 
time  ago,  I  may  say  that  it  is  an  excellent  preparation. 
It  does  not  repolish  the  woodwork  as  many  other  prepara- 
tions profess  to  do,  but  it  certainly  does  remove  the  dirt 
and  revive  the  original  polish.  It  is  also  a  firet-rate 
polisher  for  lacquered  brass  work,  patent-leather  boots  and 
harnees,  bicycle  enamel,  furniture  &c.  Sold  in  shilling 
bottles ;  and  may  be  ordered  of  any  chemist  or  storekeeper. 
The  wholesale  agents  are  Barclay  and  Son,  Ltd.,  Farring- 
don-street,  E.C. 


The  A.B.S,  competition  on  Nov.  4,  at  Richmond,  was, 
as  regards  numbers,  a  success.  Nearly  700  were  fishing, 
and  extended  over  three  miles.  The  catches  were  not  so 
large  as  on  former  occisions,  only  twenty-two  registering 
lib.  or  over.  The  day  was  not  favourable,  as  the  rain  was 
almost  intermittent,  yet  the  "  jolly  anglers "  did  their 
level  best  to  win  the  hundred  prizes,  and  very  few  ceased 
until  "  Ben"  had  given  the  signal  at  4.30.  Then  came 
the  weigh-io. 


This  time  it  was  managed  infinitely  better  than  on 
previous  occasions.  Twelve  anglers  were  admitted  at  one 
time,  and  after  passing  the  scales,  made  room  for  more. 
Messrs.  Frank  Newton,  Malby,  J.  R.  Richardson,  Little- 
wood.  Close,  Norris,  Harris,  Woodruff,  the  brothers 
Chaplais  (one  of  the  Blenheim  the  other  of  the  Ben 
Jonson),  Sid  Ransom,  and  may  others  deserve  the  thanks 
of  the  committee  for  their  kind  assistanoa. 

 >»»■»<  

Op  course,  "  Ben  "  Abrahams  was,  like  his  celebrated 
"  toffs, "  all  alive  oh  !  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  Camden,  wore 
out  a  pair  of  boots  by  perambulating  the  muddy  banks 
vrith  the  A.B.S.  box,  and  collected  £3  Is.  "  Ben  "  asks 
me  to  thank  all  those  who  worked  so  well  in  the  cause  of 
benevolence,  and  also  the  prize  donors.  It  appears  that 
the  _  official  programme  was  not  quite  complete.  The 
Elgin  A.S.  gave  a  greenheart  rod ;  Mr.  Chaplais 
(Blenheim  Arms),  a  cruet ;  Mr.  J,  R.  Richardson,  a  prize  ; 
Mr.  Gilson,one  valued  at  lOa,  6d.  ;  and  Messrs,  A.  and  G. 
Taylor  (photographers),  one  valued  at  128.  6d. 


The  date  of  distribution  will  be  announced  later.  Will 
all  who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  send  them  on  to  Mr, 
Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  as  soon  as 
possible  ?  In  company  with  A.  R.  M.,  I  perambulated  the 
banks,  and  was  "  struck  "  with  the  fearfully  and  wonder- 
fully made  selection,  or  collection,  of  rods  and  tackle. 
Some  were  using  "Jardine"  life-buoys  for  floats,  others 
the  tiniest  Lea  porcupines.  One  man  was  throwing  in 
ground-bait  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  were  fishing  half 
a  mile  away.  As  for  hooks — well,  the  gilt  hooks,  supplied 
by  "  Ben  "  at  8i.  per  dozen,  were  strongly  in  evidenoe,  and 
worked  wonderfully  well. 

 >  »»»<  

Ten  Little  Clams. 
Ten  little  clams,  standing  in  a  line  ; 
A  little  girl  picked  one  up,  then  there  were  nine. 
Nine  little  clams  stayed  out  too  late  ; 
A  big  wave  swallowed  one,  then  there  were  eight. 

Eight  little  clams  looking  up  to  heaven  ; 
Didn't  see  a  big  foot,  then  tbere  were  seven. 

Seven  little  olams  cutting  up  tricks  ; 

Mr.  Lobster  joined  the  game,  then  there  were  mx. 

Six  little  olams  glad  to  be  alive  ; 

One  split  his  sides  a-laughing,  then  there  were  five. 

Five  little  clams  a-walking  on  the  shore  ; 

A  fisherman  took  one  for  bait,  then  there  were  four. 

Four  little  olams  went  wading  in  the  sea  ; 

One  failed  to  return,  and  then  there  were  three. 

Three  little  clams  paddling  a  canoe  ; 

One  tumbled  overboard,  then  there  were  but  two. 

Two  little  clams  a-eleeping  in  the  sun  ; 

One  sneaked  and  left  the  other,  then  there  was  but  one. 

One  little  clam  sitting  on  a  stone  ; 
He  gave  a  sigh  and  wiped  his  eye—"  'Tis  sad  to  be 
alone  !  " 


A  CORRESPONDENT  writes :  "  Can  you  procure  some  of 
those  '  cheeky  sparrows  '  of  Mr.  Hewlett's  ?  They  must 
be  curiosities.  I  want  one  just  after  he  has  taken  his 
quarter  pint  of  seeds,  when  he  would  be  about  the  size 
of  a  '  London  partridge,'  and  have  more  '  tub '  than 
cheek.  He  would  have  to  work  at  the  rate  of  two  or 
three  seeds  a  second,  and  have  no  time  for  dinner  or  even 
a  drink  these  shorl;  days.  I  guess  Mrs.  '  Drag  '  would  get 
a  bit  sick  of  cooking  if  she  had  half  a  dozen  hungry 
'  Drags '  to  provide  for  whose  appetites  would  bear  any 
comparison  to  that  of  our  '  cheeky '  friend.  Half  a  ton  of 
beef  steak  each  a  day  would  be  a  moderate  allowance,  and 
the  butcher's  bill  would  be  an  item." 


A  QiLT-EDGEB  card  of  invitation  is  to  hand  from  the 
Bostouian  A.S.  to  attend  a  lantern  entertainment  on 
Dec.  12,  entitled  "  C.I.V."  (criticism  in  variety).  Messra. 
Ward  and  Jones  will  supply  the  fun — and  Mr,  J.  Jennings 
will  preside. 

That  quaint  old  seaside  town  (Octal)  is  now  ew  fete. 
For  three  days  (Nov.  10,  11,  and  12)  the  members  of  the 
B.S.A.8.  will  compete  for  medals,  &c..,  from  the  pier. 
Peer  and  peasant  will  be  preiient.  It  is  hoped  that  those 
who  do  not  care  to  "  go  down  to  the  am  in  boats  "  will 
have  a  good  time  of  it..  I  shall  reserve  my  visit  for  the 
following  week  (Nov.  17,  18,  and  19),  when  "Ned" 
Hanger  has  promised  to  do  his  level  best  to  send  me  home 
with  plenty  of  fish  and  a  medal  or  two. 


C.  H.  W.,  in  the  Surrey  Advertiser,  says:  "A  little 
advice  to  young  fishermen  mak  ing  their  first  essay  in  spin- 
ning for  jack  may  be  acceptabl  e,  as  the  general  rule  of  the 
beginner  is  to  employ  a  rod  thi  X  is  far  too  heavy  and  long 
for  the  work.  Spinning,  to  bi  s  really  enjoyable,  does  not 
require  a  rod  over  lOJft.  in  le  agth,  and  great  care  should 
be  taken  to  select  a  rod  ths  it  is  easil;^  and  thoroughly 
managed  by  one  hand ;  the  otlter  hand  is  required  for  the 


winch,  and  for  that  only.  A  rod  with  a  fair  spring  in  it 
fishes  finer  tackle,  and  kills  more  fish  than  a  very  stiff  rod  ; 
the  spring  of  the  rod  eases  the  strain  in  striking,  and  also 
gives  to  the  rush  of  the  fish.  There  is  far  less  chance  of 
tearing  the  hooks  out  of  a  lightly-hooked  fish  as  well.  The 
riogs  on  the  rod  should  be  of  good  size  and  of  hard  metal ; 
soft  rings  become  full  of  grooves  in  a  very  short  time  ;  the 
line  cuts  into  them,  and  is  soon  ruined.  See  that  the  inner 
ring  of  the  top  ring  revolves,  a  single  ring  will  soon  be  out 
through  by  the  continual  winding-in  of  the  line. 


"  Use  a  Nottingham  or '  Silex '  winch,  and,  when  learning 
how  to  spin,  learn  at  first  to  throw  from  the  winch,  and 
you  will  not  regret  it.  Don't  waste  time  by  throwing  from 
a  coiled  line ;  by  the  time  you  have  learned  that  the  difift- 
culties  of  throwing  from  the  winch  would  be  mastered. 
Be  content  with  very  short  throws  at  first;  many  and 
many  a  time  has  a  pike  taken  my  bait  within  six  yards  of 
the  rod-top.  A  carefully  fished  short  throw  is  more 
killing  than  a  badly  fished  long  cast.  The  ruaning-line 
should  ba  of  plaited  silk,  and  a  dark  green  line  kills  most 
fish.  In  waters  like  the  Wey  a  trace  of  stout  single  gut  is 
amply  strong.  See  that  the  swivels  turn  freely,  or  the  line 
will  soon  kink.  The  flight-length  should  be  of  twisted  gut, 
or  gimp ;  single  gut  is  rather  risky  in  the  mouth  of  a  pike." 


Every  alternate  year  from  20,000  to  30,000  fish  are 
placed  by  the  Sheffield  and  Lincoln  Angling  Associations 
in  the  Fossdyke,  near  Saxiby,  and  the  canal  has  oanse* 
qnently  obtained  amongst  the  angling  fraternity  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  places  for  the  sport  in 
Lincolnshire.  Sunday  fishing  has  always  been  in  vogue ; 
but  recently,  owing  to  the  arrangement  of  fishing  matches, 
it  has  increased  tenfold.  In  order  to  check  this  the 
Parish  CounoU  are  urging  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
Company,  the  lessees,  to  make  it  illegal  to  fish  in  the 
Fossdyke  on  Sundays,  and  they  have  also  passed  a  resolu- 
tion protesting  against  the  conduct  of  the  Great  Central 
Railway  Company  in  advertising  Sunday  fishing  matches 
and  arranging  excursions  for  the  same,  as  a  decided 
infringement  of  the  sanctity  of  the  day. 


During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  32  tons 
18  cwt.  2  qrs.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  representing 
about  1  ton  in  303 J  tons ;  11  cwt.  at  Shad  well  Market, 
representing  about  1  ton  in  622  tons ;  *nd  1  cwt.  2  qrs.  at 
Farringdon  Market,  The  weight  of  dsh  delivered  during 
October  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was  16,064  tone, 
of  which  13,131  tons  arrived  by  land  and  2983  tons  were 
delivered  by  water ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery, 
342  tons,  was  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  were 
anchovies,  cockles  (1  ton  16owt,),  cod  (19  cwt.),  dogfish, 
doreys,  eels  (2  tons  11  cwt.),  escallops,  gurnets,  haddocks 
(7  tons  10  cwt.),  hake,  herrings,  loDsters,  mackerel, 
muUets,  mussels  (13  tons  9  cwt.),  oysters  (19  cwt,),  peri- 
winkles (3  tons  12  cwt.),  plaice  (18  cwt.),  salmon  (4  cwt.), 
shrimps  (3  tons  10  cwt.),  skate  (9  tons  12  cwt.),  smelts  (12 
tons  3  cwt.),  sprats  (9  cwt.),  tench,  whelks,  whitebait,  and 
whiting  (3  tons  3  cwts,). 


Perch  fishers  who  have  a  difficulty  sometimes  in  obtain- 
ing a  supply  of  minnows  for  bait  will  be  interested  in 
knowing  how  to  catch  them  without  much  trouble.  The 
dodge  is  not  a  new  one,  but  many  may  not  have  heard  of 
the  plan.  This  is  how  it  is  worked:  Procure  a  wide- 
mouthed  pickle  bottle.  Get  a  glazier  to  run  his  diamond 
right  round,  an  eighth  of  an  inch  from  the  bottom,  and 
knock  the  latter  off.  If  there  is  no  glazier  near  at  hand, 
pour  into  the  bottle  some  very  hot  water,  so  that  there  are 
a  couple  of  inches,  or  lees,  at  the  bottom.  Then,  imme- 
diately stand  the  bottle  in  a  soup  plate  of  cold  water.  The 
bottom  should  then  come  off,  as  clean  as  if  it  had  been 
cut  with  a  proper  tool.  Have  a  piece  of  white  muslin 
ready,  on  which  has  been  sewn  two  or  three  small  strips  of 
red  worsted.  Tie  this  over  the  bottom,  and  put  a  string 
round  the  neck  of  the  bottle.  Cast  it  carefully  out  into 
the  stream,  allowing  the  bottle  to  rest  on  the  ground,  with 
its  neck  pointing  downstream.  The  current  will  set  the 
pieces  of  worsted  in  motion,  and  the  minnows  will  imagine 
they  are  worms  wriggling  about,  and  go  for  them.  As 
soon  as  there  are  enough  minnows  in  the  bottle,  haul  it 
out  by  means  of  the  string.  If  this  device  does  not 
succeed,  let  me  know,  and  I  will  tell  you  another. 


Teacher  :  "Jimmy,  if  you  found  eighteen  pennies,  and 
another  boy  should  take  two-thirds  of  them  away,  what 
would  each  of  you  have  ? "  Jimmy  :  "I'd  have  sis 
pennies,  an'  he'd  have  a  good  thumpin'  'less  he  handed 
back  the  rest  of  'em  mighty  quick." 

 >♦«♦<  

The  following  story  of  a  cockney  tourist  comes  from 
Peebleshire.  An  'Arry,  after  watching  an  old  rustic  hook 
trout  after  trout  from  the  Tweed,  asked  the  name  of  the 
fish.  "  Mon,"  said  Sandy,  "  we  ca'  them  troot  about 
here."  Said  the  Cockney :  "  When  they're  cured,  we 
calls  'em  bloaters  in  London." 

 )  »  »  »  < 

"  Don't  shoot  until  you  see  your  game,  and  see  that  it 
is  game,  and  not  a  man,"  is  the  advice  of  Forest  ana 
Stream. 

 >»»■»<  

Members  of  that  promising  angling  society  yclept  the 
"  Lychnobites  "  are  requested  to  notify  ^he  hon.  sec.  (Mr. 
Sid  Ransom)  of  their  intention  to  be  present  on  Dec.  1, 
at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel,  Tottenham  Court-road,  when 
quite  a  record  gathering  is  anticipated,  it  being  the  annual 
dinner.  Address  S.  Ransom,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane. 
Tickets  43,  Dragnet. 
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Wotes  from  t^e  iTorf^. 

The  Queen  moved  her  Court  from  Balmoral  to  Windsor 
on  Tuesday.    The  first  to  come,  Her  Majesty  is  about  the 
last  to  go  of  all  the  migrating  magnates  who  move  from 
the  south  to  the  north  during  the  season.    It  has  been 
dull  autumn  for  the  Queen,  and  the  weather  condition 
have  not  been  of  the  most  brilliant  order  lately. 


The  rivers  have  been  in  flood  since  the  close  of  the 
season,  and  spawning  fish  moving  into  the  higher  reaches 
in  strength,  while  a  very  good  appearance  has  already  been 
made  on  the  earlier  side  streams.  Experts  prognosticate  a 
very  good  spawning  season  from  the  early  advent  of  the 
autumn  floods. 

Since  the  "  Cresotte  "  works  were  removed  from  the 
banks  of  the  Don — the  arch  fiend  of  pollution — the  river 
has  constantly  and  steadily  improved  both  with  regard  to 
its  salmon  and  trout,  and  scarcely  a  dead  fish  has  been 
found  on  the  lower  eight  miles  of  its  course,  where  cirt 
loads  were  a  daily  occurrence  when  fish  were  running.  But 
it  is  to  the  wet  season  that  the  Don  mainly  owes  its 
popularity  during  the  past  autumn  season,  and  not  for  the 
past  twenty  years  has  there  been  such  a  series  of  timely 
floods  as  was  experienced  during  September  and  October. 


Donald  Cameron,  head  keeper,  Glenmuick,  is  in  luck 
Last  week  we  noted  his  presents  from  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  Grand  Duke  Michael,  and  the  other  day 
the  parcels  post  brought  him  yet  another  gift  from  the 
Grand  Duke,  in  the  shape  of  a  very  fine  Mauser  pistol 


Mr.  Forbes  and  Mr.  Florence  were  about  two  of  the 
most  successful  anglers  on  the  Tthan — the  former  had 
three,  of  201b.,  71b.,  and  8lb.,  and  the  latter,  two,  of 
171b.  and  141b.,  during  the  closing  days  of  the  season. 


The  Ugie,  contrary  to  expectations,  did  not  fish  very 
well  during  the  past  season,  one  angler  having  journeyed 
thirty  miles  almost  every  day  for  the  whole  of  the  closing 
month,  and  failed  to  oreel  a  single  fieh.  Other  anglers, 
however,  both  from  Aberdeen  and  Peterhead,  had  good 
sport.   

The  most  successful  angler  on  the  Don  was  Professor 
Cash,  who  had  a  rod  on  the  Grandholm  water,  and  who 
had  not  a  single  blank  day.  The  professor  is  above 
suspicion,  and  when  he  lands  a  fish  by  any  other  part  than 
the  month  it  is  immediately  returned. 


Mr.  Peter  Milne,  Aberdeen,  had  an  oflE  cast  with  the 
professor's  rod  the  other  Saturday,  and  at  the  second 
cast  was  into  a  fine  16-ponnder  fresh  from  the  sea,  which 
he  not  only  creeled,  but  which  he  also  carried  home  with 
him  as  a  present  from  the  genial  and  learned  lessee  of  the 
waters.  Special  Scotch 


(provincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday,  Nov.  1  last,  at  the 
headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended.    The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 

read  and  confirmed,  after  which  the  matter  re  certain 
members  having  in  their  possession  more  than  one  set  of 
travelling  cards  was  investigated.  The  members  in 
question,  together  with  the  secretaries  of  the  clubs  to 
which  they  belonged,  were  summoned  to  attend  the 
meeting  to  give  an  explanation,  after  hearing  which  it  was 
found  that  the  members  had  only  used  one  of  the  sets,  and 
that  they  had  been  issued  by  the  secretaries  more  hy 
mad vertence  than  design ;  but  it  was  made  clear  to  the 
secretaries  that  in  future  new  members  should  be  asked, 
when  being  accepted  into  a  society,  if  they  belonged  to  any 
other  society,  and  that  they  must  only  have  one  set  of 
oar<Js.  Mr.  White  gave  in  a  report  of  his  visit  to  the 
trreat  Western  Railway  authorities  to  complain  of  the 
uncivil  conduct  of  their  booking  clerks  to  the  Birmingham 
anglers.  The  report  went  to  show  that  action  would  be 
taken  by  the  head  officials  to  prevent  anything  of  a  similar 
kind  from  occurring  again,  and  that  the  clerks  who  had 
given  offence  would  be  censured  for  their  conduct.  The 
report  was  adopted.  Messrs.  Holding  and  Gumbley  gave 
m  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Sparkbrook  Society,  who 
applied  for  permission  to  remove  from  the  Rose  Tavern 
Henley-Btreet,  to  the  National  Arms  Inn,  South-road, 
"Partbrook.    The  report  was  of  a  satisfactory  nature, 

t  i.*  removal  was  sanctioned.  Several  members 
oi  the  committee  advocated  that  Stratford-on-Avon 
should  be  added  to  the  list  of  stations  on  either 
the  Midland  or  Great  Western  routes,  as  of  late 
several  clubs  had  taken  private  water  close  to  the  station 
named.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  clubs  have  got 
through  with  their  bye  contests,  and  now  they  are  turning 
their  attention  to  dinners,  &c.  The  Oldbury  Society  had 
a  good  gathering  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  upon  which 
occasion  they  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  British  Lion, 
ralbot-street.  A  number  of  influential  tradesmen  in  the 
aistnot  were  present,  together  with  a  large  number  of 
members,  and  a  very  jolly  and  enjoyable  evening  was  spent, 
ibe  Good  Intent  Society  held  their  annual  concert  in  aid 
ot  their  funds  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  at  the  Crown 


Hotel,  Snow  Hill ;  a  large  number  of  the  members  and 
their  friends  patronised  the  concert,  which  will  be 
thorough  financial  success.  The  same  society  held  a  byi 
contest  at  Stoke  Works  on  Sunday  last,  when  Mr.  Bishop 
was  returned  the  winner.  The  large  Rose  and  Cro  wn  Society 
have  made  arrangements  to  hold  two  special  concerts  on 
Tupsday  and  Wednesday  next  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow 
Hill,  in  aid  of  a  fund  to  purchase  a  silver  challenge  cup 
The  tickets  are  finding  a  ready  sile,  and  the  committee 
anticipate  raising  a  fund  of  over  £20.  Angling  has  been 
very  quiet,  owing  to  the  recent  rains;  the  Severn  is 
reported  to  be  high  and  coloured,  and  the  Avon  is  out  of 
condition.  We  are  having  dull  and  dreary  weather,  and 
very  few  of  our  members  have  been  out. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

Although  Jhe  recent  rains  have  greatly  benefited  the 
condition  of  the  Fen  waters,  roach  fishing  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  improved  to  the  extent  anticipated.  The 
fish  as  a  rule  are  very  sluggish,  and  it  has  required  extra 
ordinary  patience  to  secure  even  a  moderate  basket 
Those  who  were  out  on  Tuesday,  however,  reported  that  the 
fish  were  in  a  better  feeding  humour,  especially  on  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Witham,  and  improved  sport  is  consequently 
hoped  for.  Pike  fishing,  which  sustained  a  temporary 
check  through  the  rising  of  the  waters  ten  days  ago,  has 
now  again  got  into  full  swing,  and  the  majority  of  rodi 
this  week  have  been  in  quest  of  the  fresh-water  shark. 
Some  capital  sport  has  been  had  on  the  lower  lengths  of 
the  Witham,  but  the  fish  have  not  run  to  a  very  great  size 
most  of  them  having  weighed  under  51b.  Patrons  of  the 
Forty -foot  have  confined  their  operations  to  the  Donington 
district,  where  some  very  good  pike  fishing  is  to  be  had, 
especially  on  the  lengths  north  and  south  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Bridge.  Live  bait  has  been  employed 
with  success,  and  some  rods  have  secured  as  much  as  three 
brace  of  fish  as  the  result  of  an  afternoon's  trolling.  The 
frequent  rains,  unfortunately,  have  rendered  the  banks 
very  greasy,  and  sport  with  the  trolling  rod  is  somewhat 
hampered  by  the  difficulty  of  locomotion.  The  reports 
from  other  streams,  including  the  Welland  and  Glen,  are 
fairly  satisfactory,  but  fewer  anglers  have  been  out  this 
week,  owing  to  the  stormy  weather. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  anglers  have  participated  in  very  fair  sport  on 
the  river  Hull  during  the  past  week,  both  above  and 
below  the  lock,  the  river  being  in  first-class  trim,  and  the 
waters  a  nice  colour  for  angling  operations.  Although 
the  fish  taken  have  not  run  so  large  as  usual  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  yet,  on  the  whole,  they  have  been  a  very  fair 
sample,  several  of  the  roach  going  from  |lb.  to  about  lib 
each.    In  the  neighbourhood  of  Hempholme,  Messrs.  F 
Drawery,  E.  Ombler,  H.  Foulds,  G.  B.  Cheeseman,  and 
others  have  had  nice  catches  of  roach  and  dace,  with 
maggot;  and  in  the  Wash  below  the  lock  Mr.  R.  H 
Barlow,    with   the   same   bait,   has   had   a  splendid 
take   of   dace,    also    a   nice   grayling   that  weighed 
about    IJlb.,    proving    that    the    latter    fish  are 
doing  remarkably  well  in  this  river;  but  at  a  sweep 
stakes   held    near   Swing    Bridge   by   the  Kingston 
Rovers    Angling   Society,   the    competitors    did  not 
participate  in   much   sport,   the   first   prize  -  winner 
Mr.  C.  Gray,  only  having  lib.  Joz.  of  fish  to  weigh. 

and  the  next  two,  Messrs.  T.  Taylor  and  W, 
Thompson,   only  having  that  amount  between  them, 
but  this  may  possibly  be  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  weather  on  the  day  in  question,  for  in  other  parts  of 
the  river  several  very  good  catches  of  fish  have  been  made, 
amongst  which  Mr.  Mark  Darby,  president  of  the  Hull 
Roach  Club,  has  had  a  good  catch  from  Emmotland  ;  and 
in  the  Hull  Bridge  district,  Mr.  W.  J,  Barker,  of  the 
North  Myton  Angling  Club,  and  others,  have  done  fairly 
well  amongst  roach ;  and  down  at  Wawne,  on  Thursday 
last,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  took  eleven  nice  roach  and  a  bream 
with  paste,  the  fish  averaging  Jib.  each.    On  Nov.  11  the 
Osborne  Angling  Association  will  hold  a  sweepstakes  on 
the  river  at  Weelferry,    Sport  has  improved  somewhat  on 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  fair  catches  have  recently 
been  made  between  Newport  and  Broomfleet,  and  in  the 
upper  waters  pike  are  furnishing  fair  sport  with  live-bait 
fishing.    The  committee  of  management  of  the  canal 
fishery  met  on  Monday  evening  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  and 
several  important  matters  were  arranged  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fishery.  On  Tuesday  evening  next  the  Hull  Preservation 
Society  will  hold  a  meeting  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  and 
important  matters  wUl  be  brought  forward.    On  Friday 
evening  last  about  300  anglers  and  their  friends  assembled 
at  the  St.  George's  Hall,  to  take  part  in  the  Tigress 
Angling  Society's  annual  soiree  and  ball,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent.    The  Alexandra  AngUng 
Association  held  their  annual  meeting  at  headquarters, 
and  elected  officers  for  the  season  of  1901.    Mr.  Blythe 
Kemp  was  re-elected  president ;  Mr.  J.  Gooch,  vice- 
president  ;  Mr.  W.  Johnson,  treasurer ;  Mr.  J.  Wharam, 
ion.  secretary,  to  be  assisted  by  Mr.  W.  Riley.  On 
Monda;^  evening  the  members  of  the  Kingston  Rovers' 
A.S.  dine  together  at  the  George  Yard  Inn ;  whilst  the 
Hull  Town  A.S.  hold  a  smoking  concert  at  headquarters, 
and  the  George  and  Dragon  A.S.  a  soiree  and  ball  at  the 
St.  George's  Hall. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  the  business  was  not  so  interesting 
as  usual.  A  full  report  of  the  Provincial  Anglers' 
Association  meeting  at  Birmingham  was  given  by  the 
secretary,  who  was  present  at  BirminRham.  A  sub-com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  J.  L.  Whittle,  P.  Knight, 
F.  J.  Emson,  E.  GUbert,  W.  H.  Gandy,  and  H.  Kent,  was 
appointed  to  visit  a  certain  water  and  report  on  the  same 
to  the  next  meeting.  Their  keeper  on  the  Bollin  reports 
fair  sport,  and  that  the  young  fario  in  the  rearing  ponds 
are  doing  remarkably  well.    The  question  of  stocking  the 


lower  reaches  of  the  Bollin  with  coarse  fish  was  discussed 
and  favourably  considered.  Some  ponds  have  been  placed 
at  the  association's  disposal.  The  Lymm  waters  fished 
well  last  week.end.  Messrs.  J.  Alcock,  N.  Cook,  and  S. 
Thomas  had  good  catches  of  roach  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Buckley  a 
carp  lib.  13oz.,  which  has  gone  to  the  aquarium  in  the 
park.  Quite  a  sensation  has  been  caused  at  Wigan  by 
the  capture  of  an  eel  4|lb.  in  a  field.  It  looks  as 
if  the  eel  was  "  flitting,"  when  Mr.  Sumner  put  an 
end  to  the  proceedings  by  arresting  the  "wriggler."  It 
is  nothing  new  to  catch  eels  going  across  land  to  some  new 
water,  but  our  Wigan  fiiends  do  not  appear  to  have  had 
much  experience.  They  also  seem  to  be  astonished  at  the 
weight  for  a  fresh-water  eel,  and  yet  there  are  plenty  in 
one  water  they  regularly  fish.  Heavy  waters  have  been  in 
evidence  in  the  Wyre,  which  at  times  was  uafishable. 
The  sport  at  GrSrstang  is  reported  as  moderate,  the  best 
migratory  trout  51b.  The  Lane  and  its  tributaries  have 
varied  much  in  condition,  the  volume  of  water  being 
rapidly  changed  from  one  extreme  to  the  other  by  recent 
heavy  rains.  Many  salmon  have  been  seen,  and  several 
taken  a  few  days  before  the  season  terminated.  Our  locale 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that,  now  that  the  weeds  are  cut, 
spinning  for  pike,  either  from  the  boat  or  bank,  at 
Dogdyke,  will  be  likely  to  end  in  the  death  of  a  few 
good  fish.  The  water,  however,  is  rather  warm  for 
piking,  and  would  be  improved  by  a  little  frost.  The 
Centrals,  Liverpool,  are  a  lively  lot.  So  far  this 
year  they  have  fished  fourteen  matches,  and  contemplate  a 
few  more.  A  match  promoted  by  the  West  Derby  Club 
was  interfered  with  by  the  weather,  and  eventually  the 
prizes  were  held  over  for  competition  at  another  dite. 
The  Edgehill  Angling  Society  had  a  disappointment  in 
their  last  match,  only  one  prize  being  awarded.  The 
Nelson  Angling  Society  offered  six  prizes  for  competition 
in  their  last  match.  The  Cyprus  Angling  Society  had  their 
last  match  completely  spoiled  by  the  weather — not  one 
fish  available  for  weighing-in. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

_  Mr.  Editor,  is  angling  a  sport  for  all  times  or  a  sport 
simply  for  the  summer  saaaon,  when  clubs  get  a  number 
of  prizes  to  be  fished  for  ?  No  sooner  do  we  get  September 
over  than  clubs  seeai  to  think  that  the  Fishing  Oatette  and 
other  papers  live  on  love  or  some  such  unsatisfying  diet. 
Beyond  a  few  notices  saying  that  "  members  must  be  clear 
on  the  books"  and  advertising  public-house  business,  the 
secretaries  do  not  appear  to  care  a  jot  for  angling. 
Only  a  few  days  ago,  in  a  certain  club  head- 
quarters, the  vault  customers  were  "orating"  on 
the  paucity  of  news,  and  poor  news,  in  the  papers.  What 
has  this  club  of  over  fifty  members  reported  for  the 
angling  press  in  the  last  three  years  ?  Nothing,  not  a 
word.  Two  Manchester  rods  were  at  Llanymynech  last 
week-end,  and  found  A.  Y.  Z,  there,  who  claimed  personal 
friendship  with  our  genial  "  Drag."  He  had  a  fund  of 
anecdote,  but  the  tale  of  the  "  mutes  "  must  not  be  con- 
sidered an  angling  yarn,  and  although  he  declared  it  had 
gone  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  issne  on  Nov.  3  we 
did  not  see  it  printed.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  are 
booked  for  a  bumper  on  Nov.  19  at  headquarters.  It  is 
the  annual  smoker,  and  should  be,  as  usual,  a  great 
success.  Where  are  the  headquarters  ?  If  you  don't 
know,  you  ought  to  dp.  I  won't  say  not  to  know  the 
clubhouse  of  the  Socials  is  a  great  mistake.  Friend 
"  Billee  "  says  it  is  "  matured,"  Next  Friday,  Nov.  16, 
the  board  of  management  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
hold  a  meeting  in  this  city  to  dispose  of  routine  business.  The 
large  English  carp  mention  ed  in  these  notes  la  st  week  is  not  to 
find  a  resting  place  in  Salford,  as  stated,  but  in  Ardwick, 
at  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society's  clubhouse.  The 
announcement  of  last  week  was  made  as  it  was  reported 
by  an  usually  reliable  source  of  information.  It  seems 
the  Leeds  anglers  have  arranged  to  "  heckle  "  candidates 
for  the  council  on  the  question  of  fishing  in  Corporation 
reservoirs.  We  tried  it  in  this  city,  and  although  candi- 
dates will  promise  anything  when  ballot-boxes  are  in 
season,  nothing  so  far  has  resulted  in  our  favour ;  if  any- 
thing, the  reverse.  On  Thursday  last  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  CP. A. A.  was  held,  but  too  late  for  notice  this 
week.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  when  the  minutes  of  this 
meeting  are  printed  nothing  will  appear  that  will  give 
pain  to  our  friends  at  Warrington.  The  CP. A  A.  is 
doing  a  lot  of  good  work,  and  it  is  undesirable  that  they 
should  lose  cast.  Several  of  our  locals  have  been  piking, 
ncluding  a  few  Kingfishers,  but  they  did  not  report  any 
very  good  sport. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  Yare  has  again  cleared  and  pike  are  feeding  well 
in  the  middle  reaches,  several  fieh  up  to  Oib.  each  ^viog 
been  caught.  A  fine  fish  of  22|lb.  was  taken  on  private 
waters  near  Norwich  last  Wednesday.  Rain  is  threatening, 
bat  unless  very  heavy  indeed  it  will  not  be  at  all  detri- 
mental to  sport  in  this  county. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  recently  had  a  succession  of  wet  days,  and 
anglers  have  not  mustered  so  strongly  as  in  the  previous 
week.  The  Trent  has  been  up  and  down  in  a  surprising 
manner,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  river  was  again 
rising.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr.  W.  Birks,  Mr.  T. 
Large,  and  Mr.  R.  Shaw  have  scored  amongst  roach  and 
other  fieh  at  Shardlow,  and  a  few  pike  were  taken  by  Mr. 
F.  Gamble  and  Mr.  C.  Ridgard.  A  brace  of  pike  of  l/lb. 
was  got  at  Weston  Cliff,  and  seven  or  eight  were  brought 
up  from  Kelham  on  Saturday.  I  have  done  fairly  well 
amongst  roach  and  bream  with  the  tail-end  of  the  lob- 
worm, and  my  nephew  is  reported  to  have  caught  some 
very  fine  roach,  with  gentles,  in  the  City  Piscatorials' 
waters  at  Stay  the  rpe  and  Rolleston.  Mr.  G.  F.  Wright, 
Mr.  T.  Skidmore,  and  Mr.  W.  Bradley,  of  the  Forest  Inn 
Society,  have  visited  the  Dtrwent,  on  which  they  creeled 
five  brace  of  grayling,  nine  dace,  averaging  Jib.  each,  and 
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DAI  SLAIER 

Fisliing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

TO  PIKE  ANGLERS 

W9  The  "  Champion "  Greenheart 
Fike  Rod,  two  tops,  Universal  winch 
fittings,  and  rubber  button,  20s. 

4-inch    best    Combiuation  Reel, 

centre  pin  action,  optional  check,  in  hard 
polished  walnut,  17b. 

100  yards  special  8-plait  undressed 
Silk  Line,  fine  but  exceptionally  strong, 
7s.  6d. 

The  above  Outfit,  value  45s.,  for  JB2. 


VERY  SUFEBIOB 

EBONITE  CENTRE  PIN  REEL 


Check   action,  burnished   fittings,  alnminiom 
flange,  steel  centre,  and  beautifully  Qnished. 

3         3i         4         4^         5  inches. 

11/-    12/-     13/-    14/-    15/- each. 

Send  for  lUnstrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


DO  NOT  FISH 


IN  COTTON-LINED 
TWEEDS. 


TBASS 


UASE. 


THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  FISH 

Made  from  Prime  Fresh  Fish. 
1 5/-  per  cwt. ,  delivered  England  and  Wales. 

LIYERINE  LIMITED  GRIMSBY. 


PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  Conduit  Street, 
New  Bond  Street,  W. 

SEND   FOR   ILLUSTRATED    SPORTING  CATALOGUE, 


New  Volume  of  "Fur,  Feather,  and  Fin  Series.' 


PIKE  and  PERCH. 

By  WILLIAM  SENIOR 

("RED   SFINNER,"  Editor  of  the  "  Eield.") 

With  Chapters  by  "John  Bickerdyke"  and  W.  H.  Pope, 
COOKERY.  By  Alexander  Innes  Shand. 

With  12  IllustrationB  by  OEOBax:  BOIiXiEB  and  from  Pliotocrraphs. 

Crown  8vOm,  5sm 

London:    LONGMANS,   GREEN    &  CO. 


Tfie  Best  Weekly  Pa/per  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

3a  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures, 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
in  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.O.G."  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regulai*  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  spewally  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  BookstallB,  or  frcm 

Th«  WESTMINSTEB  GAZETTE  Office.  TUDOS  ST.,  E.C. 


SEA  TROUT  &  SALMON  FISHERS 

WANTED  TO  TKT  MY 

6REENHEART  RODS. 

Perfect  balance,  with  Cork  handles,  best  solid 
winch  fittings,  German  silver  snake  rings, 
double  brazed,  and  revolving  top  ring,  in  three 
pieces,  and  in  partitioned  bag.  14ft.,  36/-; 
16ft,  40/-;  16ft.,  45/-;  17ft.,  50/-;  17ft.  6in., 
65/-;  18ft.,  60/-.  Both  for  ease  and  length  of 
cast  these  Bods  cannot  be  equalled.   If  not  to 

purchasers'  expectations  money  returned. 
Illustrated  Oatalogne  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp, 
which  also  includes  Information  of  Derwent 
and  Lake  District. 


SSB  Addrbss: 

THOIYIAS  ROOK, 

Practical  Angler  &  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 

CROWN  STREET,  COCKERMOUTH. 


Tho  Lightest  Bods  in  use.   Weight,  8oz.  te  ISoz. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    flttlngs,  lancawood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage,  4d.  Balanced 
handle,  la.  extra. 
"  Oonstant  use  tor?  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
for  it."— Marston,  Fishins  Gazbttb. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  3- joint, 
balance  nandle,  cane,  lancewoodtop,  snake  .rings, 
brazed  ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12oz. 
Price,  lOtt.,  48.  9d. ;  lOift.,  Ss.  4d. ;  lift.,  fis.  lOd, 
carriage,  4d. 

Finest  Undrawn  Clut,  first  quality,  201n.,  8b.  6d. 
per  100;  finest  ever  seen  Drawn  Gat,  Ifiln.,  flret 
quality,  3s.  9d. ;  yard  Out  Oasts,  lOd.  per  dozen. 


BOOTS, 

Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  Gut  Merchant, 

THE 

HOMELAND  HANDBOOKS 

Are  the  most  Accurate  and  Artistically 
produced  Handbooks  on  Beautiful  Britain. 

NET.       G€L,  NET. 
LIBEAET  EDITION  (cloth).  Is.  and  Is.  6d.  net; 
postage  2^. 

Each  Book  contains  a  thoroughly  reliable 
Map  amd  nv/merous  Illustrations. 


The  following  have  already  been  published  (many 
others  will  appear  shortly) : 

KEXTT. — 6.  Maidstone;*  9.  Bochester;  1. 
Tonbridge;*  2.  Tunbridge  Wells;  6.  Westerham.* 

STTBBE?.— 7.  Croydon;  13.  Farnham;  14. 
Godalming;*  11.  Guildford;*  10.  Beigate  and 
Bedhill. 

WEST  COUITTBY.— 8.  Dartmoor;*  12. 
Dulverton  (Exmoor)  ;*  4.  Isles  of  Scilly.* 

*  Contain  special  articles  on  the  fishing  in  the 
district.   

The  Homeland  Association,  Limited, 

For  the  Promotion  and  Encouragement  of 
Touring  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

ST.  BBIDE'S  HOUSE,  24,  Bride-lane,  Fleet- 
street,  London,  E.G. 


For  the  Past  History  of  the  NAVAL  BRIGADE  see 

Our  Navy  for  a  Thousand  Years 

By  Captain  S.  EARDLEY-WILIVIOT,  R.N, 

With  2S  Illustrations.       Second  Edition.      Crown  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

"  Should  become,  as  it  deserves  to  be,  the  popular  book  of  the  Navy." — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

"  An  extremely  interesting  account  of  the  Navy.    .    .    .    The  reader  rises  from  the  book  with  a  greater  reipect  for  our  first  line  of  defence  than  he  proba 
ever  had  before.    .    .    .    Altogether  an  admirable  volume." — Birmingham  Daily  Post. 

"  Not  only  alive  with  interest,  but  should  make  a  valuable  book  of  reference.  ...  A  more  complete  and  oonoiae  record  in  popular  form  of  the  growth  an 
achievements  of  our  Navy  could  hardly  be  desired  than  this." — Glasgow  Herald. 


SAiy/IPSON  LOW.  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LTD.,  St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 
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two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout.  The  latter  were  returned. 
The  Wilford  and  Olifton  eubacribers  have  met  with  decent 
sport  amongst  roach  aod  dace,  and  on  Saturday,  in  the 
free  waters  of  the  city,  Mr.  Harry  Brigi;s  caught  a  brace 
.of  chub  of  41b.  with  bread  paste.  Roach  have  been  brought 
in  from  Attenborough  and  Barton,  and  there  seems  to 
havA  been  more  doing  amongst  bream  of  the  larger  kind 
at  Holme  Pierrepont  and  West  Stoke.  It  is  possible  the 
rise  may  bring  np  some  late  run  salmon  for  the  spawning 
grounds  on  the  Dove. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  Trent  continues  to  improve,  and  during  what  little 
fine  weather  we  have  had  many  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
have  been  fairly  well  rewarded,  the  catches  consisting 
principally  of  roach  and  bream.    The  Idle,  at  Aiey,  is 
yielding  some  very  good  pike,  and  several  fine  specimens 
of  this  species  have  been  landed  at  Sarilby.  Derwent 
grayling  are  now  in  capital  condition,  and  some  good 
fish   have   been   caught.     The   much  -  vexed  question 
of  fishing  in   the   corporation    reservoirs    has  been 
discussed   by  a   sub -committee   of   the   water  com 
mittee,  who  have  now  drafted  some  modified  rules.  It 
is  now  proposed  that  the  fishing  season  extend  from 
April  1  to  Sept.  30.    Tickets  for  a  day's  fishiog  are 
to  be  sold  at  half-a-crown,  and  for  a  book  of  twenty 
tickets  the  price  is  £1  lis.  6d.,  the  latter  tickets  to 
be  used  during  the  season,  and  to  be  not  transferable. 
Fishing  matches  are  to  be  forbidden;   also  angling 
on  the  Sabbath.    If  requested  to  do  so  by  the  atten- 
dant, anglers  will  be  expected  to  produce  all  the  fish 
they  have  caught.    The  names  of  the  fishermen  will  be 
entered  in  a  book.    Pish  under  9in.  in  length  must  be 
returned  to  the  reservoir,  and  anglers  must  content  them- 
selves with  catching  no  more  than  six  brace  of  fieh  in  one 
day.    No  ground-bait  will  be  countenanced,  fly,  worms, 
and  gentles  being  the  prescribed  bait.    These  rules, 
which  are  not  all  that  can  be  desired,  have  to  be  placed 
before  the  general  committee,  and  the  anglers'  associations 
will  have  something  to  say  before  the  council  considers 
them.   A  point  of  law  of  interest  to  anglers  has  been 
raised  at  Rotherham,  near  SheflSeld,  two  men  being 
charged  with  illegal  fishing  in  the  Thrybergh  Reaervoir  of 
the  Doncaster  Corporation.   The  prosecution  was  in- 
stituted at  the  instance  of  Mr.  J.  Farrar  Stead,  head  water 
bailiS,  who  found  the  two  defendants  fishing  for  trout. 
They  had  no  trout  licence,  as  it  was  contended  thev  should 
have  had,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  Fisheries 
Board.    They  had,  however,  the  permission  of  the  Don- 
caster  Corporation  to  fish  in  the  waters.    The  regulations 
of  the  Fisheries  Board  had  been  made  under  an  order 
received  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  the  argument  in 
defence— and  the  town  clerk  of  Dnnoaster,  Mr.  T.  B. 
Sugden,  represented  Nicholas  and  Gnnby— was  that  they 
could  not  be  c  mstrned  to  apply  to  the  Thrybergh  Reser- 
voir, which  did  not  come  witbiu  the  designation  of  a 
stream.   The  magistrates  dismissed  the  summonses,  but 
offered  to  grant  a  case  if  required.    The  R  >therham  Cor- 
pora'iDn  have  decided  to  issue  tickets  for  their  reservoir, 
and  were  represented  at  the  proceedings.  ' 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sreat  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  week,  and 
there  is  a  good  body  of  water  in  all  th»  rivers,  and  it  is 
surprising  there  is  so  little  colour  in  it.  Very  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  the  chief  sport  has  been  among  the 
roach  and  dace ;  maggot  and  paste  the  most  successful 
baits.  Some  did  well  with  the  small  red  worm,  particu- 
larly among  the  flounders  and  roach.  The  Avon  is  in 
grand  condition ;  some  very  fine  roach  and  perch  were 
taken.  The  Teme  has  been  fished  but  very  little,  and  I 
have  heard  of  but  one  mixed  basket  of  dace  and  grayling 
being  taken.  Several  good  baskets  of  roach  and  dace 
were  caught  with  the  maggot  in  the  Severn,  below  the 
^etch  Inn,  and  at  Kempsey,  but  they  were  hardly  up  to 
the  3oz.  Worcester  standard  j  two  Birmingham  anglers 
fiessrs.  Hmgham  and  Waiowright,  had  each  a  heavy 
take.  Mr.  J.  Harris,  of  Kempsey,  gives  some  capital 
prizes  annually,  to  be  fished  for  by  anglers  patronising  his 
hostelry  ;  entrance  free.  The  contest  for  the  present  year 
took  pkce  on  Nov.  4,  and  a  goodly  number  from  Birming- 
ham, Worcester,  &c.,  attended,  and  sport  was  fairly  good 
On  Monday  evening  the  York  House  Club  had  their 
annual  dinner  and  smoker,  and  the  members  showed  ud 
well,  Mr.  E  Tyler,  the  chairman  of  the  club,  presiding 
It  was  a  capital  spread,  and  host  Wardale  received  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  enellent  catering.  On 
JNOT.  6  the  Nag's  Head  Club  had  their  aHunal  dinner  and 
pme  distribution,  at  their  headquarters ;  Mr.  W  Morris 
occupied  the  chair. 


IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

SOME  PARTICULARS  OF  RECORD  EDEN 
SALMON. 

Mt  Dear  Marston,— When  you  asked  me  some  time 
ago  if  I  couid  procure  tor  you  photographs  of  large  salmon 
taken  by  anglers  during  recent  years,  I  said  I  would 
readily  do  so ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  task  was  not  so 
easily  accomplished  as  I  anticipated.  I  find  that  few 
photographs  have  been  preserved  of  veritable  monsters 

Owing  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  H.  Cecil  Moore,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Hereford,  who  has 
taken  great  trouble  in  the  matter,  I  am  now  enabled  to 
li?"^  ^  photograph  of  a  splendid  salmon  landed  by  the 
■  1  cqq'"  Francis  on  the  Corby  water  of  the  Eden, 

in  1883.  The  photograph  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr. 
Duthbert  Francis,  of  Renshaw-street,  Liverpool,  nephew 


of  the  late  Mr.  E.  Francis.  In  the  Carlisle  Journal  of 
Nov,  19,  1888,  the  capture  of  the  fish  in  question  is  thus 
described  : 

"  On  Friday,  Mr.  Francis,  of  Liverpool,  while  fishing 
in  the  Corby  water,  Eden,  hooked  and  landed  with  the 
rod  a  splendid  salmon,  which,  on  being  weighed,  was  found 
to  scale  56ijb.  This,  wo  believe,  is  the  largest  salmon 
ever  canirbt  ia  the  Bden.  The  nearest  approach  to  it  was 
a  fish  of  521b>,  caught  in  the  nets  at  Rocbo'iffe ;  and  it  is 
a  stone  heavier  than  the  largest  hitherto  killed  with  rod 
and  line.  The  angler  hooked  the  fieh  in  Cat  Clint  about 
midday,  and  after  half  an  hour's  fine  play,  landed  him  in 
Coley's  Nab  (the  next  stream  below).  It  was  a  beautifully 
proportioned  male  fish,  as  fresh  in  colour  as  a  newly-run 
Candlemas  grey,  and  without  a  blemish  of  any  kind.  It 
was  weighed  by  Mr.  Milbourne,  station  master,  who 
pronounced  the  actual  weight  (six  hours  after  capture)  to 
be  close  upon  66Ib. ;  the  weight  was  therefore  registered 
at  55Jlb.  The  fish  measured  51in.  ia  length  ;  girth,  29in 
breadth  of  tail,  14in.  It  was  exhibited  at  Mr.  Cowling's, 
where  it  was  the  object  of  much  interest..  Mr.  Francis 
also  landed  two  salmon,  of  201b.  and  211b.  respectively,  in 
the  afternoon,  making  96ilb.  as  the  result  of  his  day's 
work." 

If  I  recollect  right  the  capture  of  this  fish  was  recorded 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time  in  November  1888.  In 
the  Times  of  April  7.  1892,  in  speaking  of  the  results  of 
the  previous  season  (1891),  I  had  the  privilege  of  recording 
the  capture  by  an  angler  on  the  Eden  of  another  splendid 
fish,  as  follows  :  "  The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  was 
taken  by  Mr.  G.  Mackenzie  on  Warwick  Hall  water.  The 
fish  was  captured  on  Nov.  3,  and  was  of  the  remarkable 
weight  of  661b.  Tbe  measurements  were — length,  49in 
girth,  29in. ;  tail,  13in."  At  the  time  of  the  capture  of 
this  monster  fish  there  was  a  good  deal  of  dispute  along 
the  river  side  and  elsewhere  as  to  its  exact  weight.  I  am 
m  a  position  to  state  that  the  above  particulars  are  quite 
correct  J  they  have  been  supplied  to  me  on  unquestionable 
authority.  The  fish  was  taken  with  a  small  Jock  Scott, 
B,nd  I  am  informed  it  was  landed  in  fifteen  minutes 
Yours  very  truly,  Henet  Pfennell. 

_  [We  are  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Ffennell  for  these  par- 
ticulars of  what  we  believe  are  the  record  salmon  of  the 
Bden.— Bd.^   

RED  MULLET. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  your  corresoondent "  C.  A.  D.'s  " 
letter  in  this  week's  issue  of  tbe  Fishing  Gazette  on  sport 
with  red  mullet  off  the  pier  at  Margate,  and  must  express 
my  surprise  to  hear  of  the  capture  made  by  him,  but  is  he 
not  confusing  red  mullet  with  grey  ?  I  have  had  much 
experience  of  sea  fishing,  and  have  only  on  two  occasions 


caught  red  mullet  with  rod  and  linn,  and  both  times  in 
deep  water  with  paternoster  and  squid  for  bait.  Ia  August 
last,  fishing  at  Seaton,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  a 
splendid  specimen,  weighirg  1  Jib.,  which  was  duly  recorded 
in  the  Field.  1  inclose  photo  of  ths  fish,  which  shows  its 
proportions  against  a  p»ge  of  the  Field  —Yours  truiy, 
13.  Amhurst  Park,  N.  Francis  Howse. 

[We  give  a  photographic  reproduction  of  Mr.  Howse's 
fine  red  mullet.  The  following  extracts  from  Dr.  Day's 
"  Bri  ish  Fishes"  will  be  interesting  in  connection  with 
this  letter. — Ed.]  : 

Varieties  —  Gronovius  considered  the  Mullus  harbatus 
as  the  male  and  M  surmuletus  as  the  female  of  a  single 
species  ;  but  most  subsequent  authors  considered  them  as 
specifically  distinct.  During  the  last  few  years  it  has  been 
advanced  that  the  two  are  varieties  of  one  form.  The 
distinctions  given,  and  which  still  pertain  to  some  examples 
are  as  follows :  ' 
"  M.  barboiMS.— The  profile  of  the  snout  almost  vertical, 
more  so  than  in  the  M.  surmuletus.  It  is  red  without  any 
longitudinal  stripes,  and  Yarrell  considered  the  position  of 
the  fins  differed  a  little,  the  first  dorsal  being  said  to  be 
more  in  advance  of  the  pectoral  fin,  and  the  ventral  further 
behind  than  in  the  surmullet,  and  it  has  been  conjectured 
that  they  become  more  striped  with  age. 

"  M.  surmuletus.— Ra,9  generally  an  oblique  profile  of 
the  snout.  It  is  of  a  pale  pink,  becoming  yellowish  on  the 
sides  and  along  the  abdomen,  while  from  three  to  fi»re 
bright  yellow  bands  pass  from  the  head  along  the  sides,  the 
two  central  ones  reaohii  g  tbe  base  of  the  caudal  tin — one 
above,  the  other  btlow  the  lateral-line.  First  dorsal  fia 
with  two  longitudinal  dark  binds,  the  upper  being  nearly 
black  and  placed  on  a  milk-white  ground.  Second  dorsal 
with  two  or  more  oblique  dark  bands,  and  occasionally  the 
caudal  fin  is  also  obliquely  banded.  The  outer  edges  of 
the  scales  are  often  darker  than  their  bases. 

"  Professor  Steindachner  observes  that  he  had  examined 
not  lees  than  seventy-five  examples,  and  found  so  many 
variations  in  the  form  of  their  rostral  profiles  that  he  felt 
compelled  to  consider  the  If  harbatus  and  M  surmuletus 
as  the  extreme  limits  of  variation  of  a  single  species. 

"The  usual  size  of  this  fish  is  from  lib.  to  21b.,  and 
about  14in.  in  length  ;  but  an  example  has  been  recorded 
from  Penzance,  taken  in  a  trammel,  in  October,  1876, 
and  which  was  16|in.  long,  and  weighed  21b.  6ioz.  (Cornish)  i 


while  Yarrell  records  one  of  31b.  6oz.  taken  at  Weymouth. 
At  Mevagissey  it  has  likewise  been  captured  17in.  in 
length."   

SPORT  ON  DEAL  PIER,  &c. 
Sir, — On  Sept.  22  last  your  columns  contained  a  letter 
from  Mr.  W.  H.  Thomas,  which  purported  to  convey  to 
your  readers  a  fair  and  accurate  account  of  the  sea  fishing, 
and  methods  of  the  fishers  on  Deal  Pier.  Condemnation 
breathed  through  every  line  of  it,  and,  as  a  parting  shot, 
Mr.  Thomas  announced  bis  determination  "  never  to 
patronise  Deal  Pier,  mobbed  as  it  is,  no  matter  how  good 
the  fieh  may  be."  Now,  Mr.  Tbomas  may  be  (as  from  the 
thank-God-I-am-not-as-other-men-are  tone  of  his  letter 
he  evidently  imagines  himself  to  be)  a  mighty  superior 
sort  of  a  person ;  but  with  your  leave  I  shall  proceed  to 
traverse  the  statements  and  implications  contained  in  his 
letter,  and  show  that  he  is  in  no  way  qualified  to  inform 
your  readers  as  to  tbe  fishing  from  Deal  Pier,  and  that 
his  account  is  calculated  to  mislead  them. 

Mr.  Thomas  begins  ingenuously  enough  by  confessing 
his  letter  to  be  the  outcome  of  a  first  visit  to  Deal— which 
fact  alone  would  have  given  pause  to  an  ordinary  mortal — 
and  that  his  conclusions  were  arrived  at  after  but  a  few 
hours  of  observation.  He  has  some  glimmering  of  an 
idea  that  his  visit  was  ill-timed  as  to  season  ;  assuredly  it 
was ;  moreover  he  went  at  the  wrong  time  of  diy.  He 
should  have  been  there  about  6  a.m.,  when  he  might  have 
seen  Mr.  Waddell— a  resident  at  Deal,  who  is  sound  on 
pier  fishing,  and  yet  quite  affable  with  strangers— take  his 
usual  bag  of  Tom-cods,  as  duly  chronicled  by  the  ever- 
vigilant  Mr.  Richardson  in  the  very  issue  that  contained 
Mr.  Thomas's  attack. 

He  complains  of  want  of  space — "  a  dozen  crowded  into 
as  many  yards "  .  .  .  "  Mobbed  as  it  is."  .  ,  . 
Had  he  chosen  his  time  aright  or  deigned  to  make 
inquiries  he  would  have  learnt  that  within  a  few  days  of 
his  visit  the  whole  of  the  pier  promenade  (with  a  frontage 
of  lOOOyds.  or  so)  would  be  thrown  open  to  fishers.  For 
all  that,  18in.  of  frontage  is  quite  enough  for  any  fisher 
who  understands  hie  work.  Ou  Deal  Pier  I  have  seen, 
not  opce  merely,  but  a  dozen  times,  a  score  or  so  of  fishers 
catching  whiting,  &o.,  as  fast  as  they  could  haul  them  with 
much  less  space  between  their  lines  than  3ft. ;  but  these 
men  had  not  graduated  in  the  parlour  of  a  Thames  punt. 

His  next  grievance  is  tackle.  The  hooks  are  "  coarse," 
the  lines  "  heavy,"  &c.  Isolated  from  other  facts,  there 
is  not,  and  cannot  be,  such  a  thing  as  a  "  coarse  "  hook  • 
the  laws  of  thought  forbid  it.  A  hook  can  only  be  coarse' 
by  comparison  with  other  books  which  are  finer  or  less 
coarse,  _  or  when  considered  with  regard  to  the  use 
to  which  it  ia  to  be  put.  A  Pennell  Liaierick 
No.  1,  considered  severely  by  itself,  is  simply  a  hook 
— neither^  coarse  nor  fine.  Considered  with  regard  to 
dace,  it  is  too  coarse;  with  regard  to  conger,  too  fine. 
When,  therefore,  Mr.  Thomas  referred  to  coarse  hooks 
and  heavy  lini  s,  it  is  mar.ifest  that  he  meant  to  indict  the 
hooks  as  too  coarse  and  the  lines  as  too  heavy  for  the 
purpose  to  which  they  were  being  applied. 

Then  again,  the  hemp  running  lines  offend  him.  Had 
he  looked  closer  he  would  probably  have  found  many  to  be 
flax.  What  would  he  have  ?  Silk  ?  Only  millionaires 
and  people  who  know  no  better,  use,  or  advocate  the  use  of, 
silk  for  general  sea  fi  hing. 

Next,  Mr.  Thomas  rebukes  the  fishers  for  leaving  their 
rods  and  baits  to  fish  by  themselves.  With  due  respect  to 
any  contrary  opinion  that  may  be  held  by  sea  anglers  more 
experienced  than  myself,  I  should  say  that  when,  as  in 
this  case,  the  baits  were  cast  far  nut  and  fieh  were  not 
taking,  it  was  far  better  to  leave  the  rods  alone  than  to 
fidget  about  with  them. 

Then  Mr.  Thomas  talks  freshwater  talk  about  fish 
sucking  off  baits.  Sea  fish  are  not  mammals ;  they  can- 
not euck.  I  doubt  even  if  mullet  can  with  propriety  be 
said  to  suck.  Sea  fish  bite  when  hungry;  they  are  usually 
hungry ;  ergo,  they  are  usually  biting  when  there  is  any- 
thing handy  to  bite  at.  When  they  are  not  biting  at  one's 
bait  one  may  bet  that  (a)  they  are  not  there  to  bite  at  it, 
or  (6)  they  are  biting  at  something  else  they  prefer.  And 
about  "  striking."  Let  the  budding  sea  angler  work  out 
a  little  problem  :  40ids.  of  "thick  hemp  "  line  out,  a  6oz. 
lead  or  so,  a_3-knot  tide ;  required,  the  force  accessary  to 
'  strike"  v,uh  a  rod.  Answer  in  terms  of  horse-power. 
No  ;  the  average  sea  fish  taking  a  b»it  takes  it  for  good; 
he  hangs  on  like  grim  death  ;  he  is  used  to  live  pr«.y  that 
offers  resistance.  Haul,  therefore,  don't  "  strike","  in  this 
sort  of  fishing. 

_  As  regards  the  wholesale  accusation  of  taking  under- 
sized fish,  no  minimum  of  size  or  weight  has  ever  been 
prescribed,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  for  whiting,  &c.,  at  Deal 
or  elsewhere.  How,  then,  can  a  whiting  undersized  ? 
As  to  returning  little  fish,  every  man  must  be  guided  by 
his  own  judgment.  And  the  women  !  I  would  like  to  see 
Mr.  Thomas  trying  to  persuade  a  lady  to  put  back  a  6in. 
pouting,  especiallv  if  it  were  her  first.  And  are  Sin. 
pcu'ing  and  snob  I'ke  youthful  indiscretions  to  be  barred 
on  the  mere  ipse  dixit  of  Mr.  Thomas  ?  Are  there  to  be 
no  more  cakes  and  ale  ?  Small  sea  fish  are  often  taken 
and  killed  to  be  used  subsequemly  for  bait.  Does  Mr. 
Tbomas  forbid  that  ?  Doabtiees  immature  fish  are  taken 
that  might  with  some  infinitesimal  benefit  be  returned, 
and  to  that  extent  such  taking  is  reprebensible.  The 
offer ders,  however,  are  not  usually  sea  fishers,  but  the 
freshwater  fine  tackle  fanatics  down  for  a  few  days,  don't 
you  know,  giving  an  ex»iibition  of  their  art,  and  uncon- 
eciouily  making  an  exbibiiion  of  themselves.  Last  August 
I  saw  hundreds  of  them  at  work  in  Kent.  Around  the 
basin  at  Ramrgate  I  saw  a  score  or  more  sitting,  some 
with  tight  lines,  and  all  with  footy  little  roach  gear— bass 
fishing  !  Shade  of  great  Wilcocks— bass  fishing  !  And 
they  were  slaughtering  them,  too — ten  baby  bass  or  so  to 
the  pound  (avoirdupois).  If  the  hooks,  4c.,  Mr.  Thomas 
condemns  were  generally  used  such  massacres  of  the 
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iunooents  oonld  never  be.  But  really  all  this  gabble 
about  the  rain  of  littoral  fiahing  by  reason  of  anglers 
taking  immatnre  fish,  and  of  the  promotion  of  Aots  of 
Parliament  (a  fine  old  crusted  Westminster  phrage  that !) 
to  prevent  it,  is  the  merest  flummery.  One  beam  trawl 
will  pulp  up  more  immature  fish  in  one  tide  than  all  the 
hook  fishers  in  the  vrorld  kill  in,  gay,  a  century. 

The  resolution  at  which  Mr.  Thomas  finally  arrives, 
viz.,  that  never  will  he  patronise  Deal  Pier  again,  mobbed 
as  it  is  .  .  .  is  the  one  cheering  morsel  of  information 
he  imparts  to  your  readers.  As  regards  the  mob,  there 
are  only  gome  half  dozen  oceans  on  this  miserable  planet, 
and  we  cannot  eash  preserve  one.  But  when  this  exclusive 
gentleman  emphasises  his  resolution  by  adding  that  he 
' '  would  rather  go  to  a  pegged-down  match  of  a  Cockney  club 
at  Amberley  or  Pulborough,"  he,  though  doubtless  speak- 
ing truth  so  far  as  his  pergonal  predilections  go,  is  guilty 
of  gratuitous  and  contemptuous  disparagement,  and  lays 
himself  open  to  the  retort  that  he  may  go  to  Halifax  for 
all  the  Deal  Pier  fisher  cares.  For  myself,  I  merely  say 
he  would,  doubtless,  feel  more  at-hcme-like  at  any  of  those 
places  than  at  Deal. 

Dismissing  Mr.  Thomas,  let  me  say,  sir,  that  Deal  Pier 
affords  to  the  sea  fisher  who  understands  his  work  and  its 
limitations  the  means  of  profitably  pursuing  his  pastime 
under  conditions  of  weather,  &c  ,  which  prevent  boat  fish- 
ing, more  especially  so  during  the  winter.  Again,  there 
are  many  good  fishers  who  from  age,  infirmity,  or  fear  of 
aea-eiokness,  are  uncomfortable  in  a  boat.  Deal  Pier  is  a 
good  place  for  them.  The  Deal  Pier  habitue  is  fairly 
amiable  for  a  fisherman,  kno^s  his  work,  and  is  disposed 
to  be  chummy  and  helpful.  He  is  not  usually  a  superior 
person ;  when  he  is  he  either  dissembles  it,  or  else  speedily 
arrives  at  the  resolution  to  which  Mr.  Thomas  attained  at 
a  first  trial,  and  "  gits."  At  one  time  and  another  I  have 
spent  some  sixteen  or  eighteen  months  at  Deal,  fishing, 
and  I  say,  unhesitatingly,  that,  so  far  as  Londoners  are 
concerned,  there  is  no  pi  ice  as  readily  accessible  which 
gives  the  same  facilities  for  boat  and  pier  fishing  in  the 
winter,  coupled  with  an  equal  chance  of  taking  good  fish. 
If  there  is  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  it.  I  learnt  my  sea 
fishing  in  the  West  of  England,  and  am  not  particularly 
enamoured  of  Kent,  or  Kentish  folk,  or  Kentish  fish  ;  but 
Deal  and  Deal  Pier  have  given  me  good  times  and  good 
fish,  and  as  I  have  found,  so  do  I  testify. — Yours.  &c., 

John  Kirby. 

PISH  NOT  ON  THE  PEED. 

Sib, — Your  contributor,  J.  McDermott,  may  take  my 
word  that  not  only  the  Colne,  but  several  other  rivers  I 
could  mention,  have  afforded  little  or  no  sport  this  season. 
On  several  occasions  I  have  seen  numerous  anglers  return 
from  various  rivers  without  catching  a  fish.  Anglers, 
mark  you,  who  understood  thoroughly  how,  when,  and 
where  to  operate ! 

It  is  nothing  new.  In  days  of  yore  I  have  known  both 
bream  and  barbel  refuse  not  only  to  bite  to  any  extent  in 
September,  but  for  the  whole  season.  Odd  fish  were 
oautcht  now  and  again,  and  that  was  all;  and  if  J. 
McDermott  will  refer  back  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  he  may 
read  as  follows  :  "  This  is  the  worst  season  that  was  ever 
known  "  for  this,  that,  and  the  other  fish.  I  even  doubt 
this.  It  might  have  been  one  of  the  worst,  but  it  is  easy 
to  forget. 

The  same  remarks  are  often  made  about  storms,  rain, 
wind,  heat,  fogs,  and  cold,  and  when  statistics  are  referred 
to  these  remarks  are  often  found  to  be  all  wrong,  for  I 
have  found  that  it  was  just  as  cold,  hot,  stormy,  rainy, 
&o. ,  100  years  ago  in  the  same  month  as  it  sometimes  is 
now. 

Harking  back  to  fish  not  biting,  take  the  Lea,  for 
instance.  Only  a  few  years  back  a  good  Lea  angler  told 
me  that  he  went  thirty-five  times  and  never  caught  a  fish. 
At  first  I  refuged  to  believe  it,  but  it  is  a  fact.  As  your 
contributor  says  in  his  interesting  articls,  "  And  the 
Problem  is — Why  ?  "  In  short,  to  such  an  extent  have  fish 
been  off  the  feed,  that  I  believe  oae  might  fish  for  a  whole 
day.  and  perhaps  two  in  certain  waters,  without  getting  a 
nibble.  The  fish  will  not  feed  on  anything  that  the  angler 
ofiers  them,  but  to  say,  as  I  have  heard  many  anglers,  that 
they  feed  on  nothing,  is  simply  ridiculous ;  for  I  have 
often  noticed  that  it  is  on  these  occasions  when  the  fish 
are  in  capital  condition  ;  and,  as  stated  in  the  article,  the 
chub  "  were  more  plump  and  portly  than  ever,  and  must 
therefore  have  fed  well  on  something."  Just  so.  Simply 
remarking  that  it  seems  to  me  that  tidal  rivers  have  given 
much  better  sport  than  non-tidal,  and  that  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  latter  rivers  the  fish  feed  on  to  repletion  which 
they  cannot  procure  in  the  former  rivers,  for  the  food  is 
not  there  for  them  ;  and  for  aught  we  know  they  may  be 
simply  obeying  a  stern  law  of  nature.  If  the  chub  to 
which  J.  McDermott  refers  had  not  been  plump  and 
portly,  what  a  string  of  excuses  might  have  been  made 
on  that  account ;  but  it  would  seem  that  the  time  when  suoh 
fish  get  tired  of  weeds,  and  the  innumerable  creatures 
which  live  in  and  probably  o*  them,  is  often  indefinite. — 
I  am,  &c.,    Tonic. 

A  STRANGE  PISH. 
Sir, — While  fishing  in  the  Tees  this  summer  I  noticed 
in  about  2ft.  of  water,  and  between  two  large  stones, 
what  appeared  to  be  a  stick  protruding  about  12in.  or 
15in.,  but  closer  inspection  proved  it  to  be  something  alive, 
and  my  friend  declared  it  to  be  a  fish,  as  he  could  see  the 
fins  slowly  moving.  I  drew  my  hook  over  it  three  or  four 
times,  but  without  effect,  and  then  got  a  stick,  roughly 
barbed,  and  had  a  go  at  it  with  that.  I  must  explain  that 
the  stream  was  running  towards  me,  and  when  I  stirred 
the  fish  I  did  ditto  t:^  the  mud,  and  lost  sight  of  the  object 
altogether.  Suddenly,  without  a  moment's  warning,  it 
was  on  the  bank  and  stones  at  oar  feet — of  course, 
surprising  us  eonsiderably  ;  and  although  we  dropped  our 
rods,  &c.,  and  wrestled  with  it  for  aiew  seconds,  it  eluded 


our  grasp  and  darted  into  the  water,  going  off  at  a  fast  pace 
on  the  surface  for  some  20yds.  or  30yds.,  when  we  lost 
sight  of  it  and  got  our  wits  back.  Now  to  describe  it :  In 
the  water  its  back  had  a  mottled  appearance,  such  as  I 
have  seen  on  dead  fish,  but  when  it  was  out  its  under  part 
was  a  very  deep  rich  yellow.  Its  length  was  quite  30in., 
and  its  girth  lOia.  or  12in.  Its  head  was  very  like  an  eel, 
but  with  larger  mouth,  and  the  fins  were  not  those  of  an 
eel.  Its  back  was  a  mottled  brown,  rather  a  muddy 
colour. — Yours  truly,  R,  E.  Winter. 

[If  it  wasn't  a  jack  it  was  at  anyrate  a  jack-jumper. — 
Ed.]   

SOME  BORDER  BSK  QUERIES. 
Sir, — Very  kindly  inform  me  as  to  following  in  next 
available  issue,  as  I  think  of  bnjing  some  old  sets  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  my  library. — Your  obedient  servant, 

Pknton  Linns. 

1.  What  issues  of  Fishing  Oazette  did  articles  on 
Border  Esk  appear  in  about  two  or  three  years  ago  ? 
They  dealt  with  antiquities  and  fishing,  &c.  The  dates  of 
any  other  arlicles  would  oblige. 

2.  What  is  about  the  best  all-round  Border  Esk  fly  for 
salmon  and  sea  trout,  and  sizes  P 

3.  What  is  best  eize  worm  hook  roundbend  (Carlisle) 
for  herling  and  sea  trout  ?  T  wish  one  size  to  serve  for 
both. 

[The  articles  in  the  F.  O.  on  "The  Border  Esk" 
appeared  in  the  July  to  Dec.  volume  for  1892,  ptica  6s.  6d. 
in  cloth.  Perhaps  "  Heatherbell "  will  kindly  reply  to 
the  other  queries  of  our  correspondent. — Ed.] 


RED  MULLET  SEA  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Senex,"  it  is  a  very  rare 
thing  to  catch  red  mullet  on  hand-lines,  but  nevertheless 
sometimes  they  are  caught.  The  best  tackle  is  a  ledger 
trot,  with  three  or  four  hooks — the  same  as  is  used  for  flat- 
fish— and  for  bait  either  small  pieces  of  rag  worm  or  the 
soft  inside  of  a  shrimp.  There  are  several  spots  in  this 
bay  where  they  can  be  caught,  and,  in  fact,  all  up  and 
down  the  coast.  The  greatest  numbers,  however,  are 
caught  in  nets,  either  by  a  small  trawl,  which  can  be  made 
small  enough  to  be  worked  from  a  rowing  boat,  or  in 
trammel  nets,  which  are  sunk  to  the  bottom  and  allowed 
to  fish  by  themselves.  They  are  usually  made  in  lengths 
from  ten  to  fifty  fathoms,  and  I  have  known  some  hundreds 
caught  of  a  night  in  one  of  these  nets. — Yours  truly, 

William  Heardir. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 

RAILWAY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  me  the 
date  of  the  first  issue  of  privilege  tickets  granted  by  any 
railway  company  in  England  ? — Yours  truly, 

____  Manchester. 

BEST  SIZE  OF  REEL  FOR  CASTING  FROM. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  think  a  diameter  of  3|in.  is  best 
for  a  Nottingham  reel  for  casting  from,  as  the  larger  the 
reel  the  more  force  is  required  to  start  it.  Some  years  ago 
Mr.  Philip  Geen  and  I  discussed  the  possibility  of  making 
a  self -starting  reel,  but  it  is  still  a  thing  of  the  future,  like 
the  self -starting  tramcar  ;  but  both  will  come. 

The  old  Silex  reel,  made  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  is, 
to  my  mind,  far  and  away  the  best  reel  for  casting  direct 
from.  I  meant  to  have  said  so.  Most  of  the  Nottingham 
wood  reels  are  too  heavy. — Yours  very  truly, 

  J.  T.  Emery. 


PIKES  AND  THINGS. 

Sir, — Alas,  I  thought  so  !  but,  sad  as  the  truth  proved 
to  be,  I  am  much  obliged  indeed  to  "  John  Bickerdyfce  "  for 
letting  me  know  the  worst.  That  master  of  our  craft  tried 
Lough  Ree,  near  Athlone,  some  years  ago  in  company  with 
old  Brown  (Brown  died  some  five  or  six  years  ago),  for 
winter  pike,  and  found  the  game  not  worth  the  candle. 
That's  quite  enough  for  me.  I  shall  leave  Shannon  pike 
fishing  in  winter  severely  alone.  Where  "J.  B."  failed 
to  score,  who  am  I  that  I  should  rush  in  with  my  ignorance 
and  inexperience  ;  for,  in  truth,  I  am  a  very,  very  poor 
pike  fisher  indeed.  However,  there  are  sure  to  be  a  few 
wildfowl  about  the  lordly  Shannon,  and  with  the  help  of 
these  we  may  hope  to  pass  the  time  somewhat,  till 
February  brings  in  the  salmon  fishing,  and  the  gun  gives 
way  to  the  rod. 

Thanks  also  to  "  A.  M.  "  for  the  "  six  barbules  "  on  the 
loach  lip — I  really  had  not  noticed  it.  But  I  must  assure 
this  correspondent  that  catching  the  loach  with  a  small 
fork  is  not  at  all  necessarily  a  cruel  business.  The  prongs 
should  be  blunt,  when  the  little  fish  will  be  simply  held 
tightly  between  them,  and  not  even  scratched.  Of  course, 
the  prongs  should  be  pulled  open  sufficiently  at  the  points 
to  make  sure  of  this  being  done  easily,  before  oommencing 
operations  ;  but  in  any  ease  the  loach  is  such  a  tough  little 
chap  that  it  is  by  no  means  as  easy  to  transfix  him  as  one 
would  think. 

One  should  not,  I  suppose,  quarrel  with  a  good  thing,  no 
matter  in  what  unexpected  situations  it  should  be  met 
with  ;  but  I  must  confess  this  Navy  League  Manifesto  in 
the  tranquil  pages  of  theF.  G*.,  gave  me  a  bit  of  a  start.  I 
suppose  none  but  an  Imperialist  will  presently  be  allowed 
even  to  angle.  It  appears,  then,  from  this  Manifesto,  that 
we  have  lost  command  of  the  sea,  and  are  consequently  in 
a  very  parlous  state.  Well,  thank  goodness,  I  don't 
believe  either  the  one  statement  or  the  other.  I  deny 
that  any  one  nation  among  the  family  of  European  nations, 
since  that  family  came  into  existence,  has  ever  had  "  com- 
mand "  cf  sea  or  land  as  a  permanent  arrangement,  except 
by  the  permission,  tacit  or  otherwise,  of  the  rest.  To  say 
that  the  navy  of  Britain  is  not  a  match  for  the  other  navies 
of  modeim  countries  put  together  is,  of  coursej  quite  true ; 


but  why  anyone  outside  of  Bedlam  should  think  suoh  ani 
obvious  fact  worth  mentioning  parses  my  comprehension,! 
and  that  it  should  give  me  or  any  other  man  the  slightest 
concern  I  regard  as  the  wildest  nonsense.   What  one 
nation  could  survive  if  all  the  others  fell  upon  her  in  rea} 
earnest  ? 

And  it  appears,  too,  that  we  are  hated  abroad,  and 
therefore  are  in  jeopardy.  Well,  we  are  not  particularly 
loved,  I  believe,  by  our  neighbours,  but  it  seems  to  me, 
the  spectacle  of  a  nation  of  some  forty  millions  of  people 
deliberately  starting  to  outbuild  the  united  nations  of 
Europe,  to  say  nothing  of  some  seventy  millions  of  our 
cousins  over  the  Atlantic,  and  the  Japs  and  the  like,  on 
the  sea  is  calculated  to  rouse  even  more  undesirable' 
feelings  than  hatred.  Still,  as  the  stupendous,  and  indeed 
impussible,  task  must  first  mean  national  bankruptcy,  it 
does  not  much  matter,  I  suppose,  whether  we  rose  the, 
terror  or  laughter  of  the  world.  Mona. 

FINE  WITHAM  TROUT. 
Sir,— Whilst  fishing  recently  for  pike  baits  I  landed  a 
splendid  trout  (with  maggot).  A  friend  of  mine  got  four 
last  week  whilst  fishing  with  bread  paete  for  baits.  Two 
of  these  were  considerably  over  21b.  each.  All  were,  of 
course,  returned  to  the  water.  The  trout  were  caught  in 
the  river  Witham.  The  one  I  caught  below  Grantham,, 
and  the  others  were  caught  by  Mr.  Stephen  Wilders  at 
Spittlegale  Mill,  Grantham. — Yours  truly, 

___     Andrew  Mbnzibs. 

TROUT  FISHING  GUIDES.  1 
Sir, — In  addition  to  "  The  Angler's  Diary,"  and  Watson 
Lyall's  Guide,  your  correspondent  should  consult  "  South 
Country  Trout  Streams,"  by  Dewar,  one  of  Laurence  and 
Bullen's  Anglers'  Library.  It  particularly  mentions  the 
trout  streams  of  Kent.  For  trouting  in  Ireland  he  should 
consult  Hi  Regan's  "  How  and  Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland." 
Not  long  since  a  work  describing  the  fishings  of  the  Lake 
District  was  also  published.  I  forget  the  author's  name. 
—Yours  truly.  J.  K.  B. 

[Yes ;  Mr.  Watson's  book  on  the  fisheries  of  the  Lake! 
District  is  a  very  useful  one.  It  is  published  by  Messrs.! 
Laurence  and  Bullen.  We  are  obliged  to  our  corre-| 
spondent.— Ed  ]  _____  ^ 

THE  FLY  DRESSER'S  BIRDS. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  years  ago  there  was  published  in  the 
Fishing  Oazette  a  series  of  articles  entitled  "  The  Ply 
Dresser's  Birds  "  (with illustrations),  by  G.  E.  M.  8.  The 
articles  in  question  were  so  very  ably  written,  and  practi- 
cally supplied  a  correct  and  perfect  list  of  the  birds 
required  by  the  dresser  of  trout  flies,  so  that  to  amateur 
fly  dressers  it  would  be  invaluable  if  it  could  be  got  in  | 
book  form.  < 

I  have  waited  in  hopes  of  yeur  bringing  it  out  in  thatii 
form.  I  hope  that  you  may  yet  do  so,  and  (unless  thel 
expanse  forbids)  produce  the  illustrations  of  the  various} 
feathers  in  their  natural  and  correct  colours. 

I  feel  sure  that  there  would  be  a  very  large  and  con- 
tinuous sale  for  the  book.  It  would  also  be  a  very  fit  and 
proper  companion  to  that  excellent  book,  "  The  Trout- 
Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices." 

I  hope  that  you  will  give  my  idea  your  most  favourable 
consideration. — Yours  truly,  Thos.  Robertson. 

[We  should  much  like  to  see  the  articles  published,  with 
coloured  illustrations,  but  the  expense  would  be  great, 
and  the  sale  of  such  books  is  very  limited. — Ed.] 

ROACH  ON  SPINNING  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — Whilst  spinning  with  a  spoon  bait  in  the 
Avon,  on  Nov.  1, 1  hooked  fairly  in  the  mouth  and  landed 
a  |lb.  roach.  The  river-keeper,  whose  experience  extends 
over  nearly  forty  years,  said  that  he  never  witnessed  a 
similar  incident. — Yours  truly,        G.  L.  Whitworth. 

[We  have  occasionally  chronicled  the  capture  of  a  roach 
in  this  unusual  manner.  Some  years  ago  Major  Turle 
sent  us  a  roach,  about  21b.,  which  had  been  taken  by  his 
son  when  spinning  for  pike  in  the  Test. — Ed.] 

FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
where  any  good  grayling  and  general  coarse  fisbing  can  be 
obtained,  rented,  or  leased  in  the  south-west  counties  of 
Hants,  Doreet,  Devon,  or  Cornwall  ? 

I  want  exclnsive  rights  over  at  least  one  bank  of  a  river 
for  about  a  mile,  and  would  give  a  good  rent  for  the  same 
if  fishing  was  good.  I  want  it  for  October — March 
each  jear.  Also  can  you  recommend  any  hotel  on  the 
coast  of  Dorset,  Devon,  or  Cornwall  where  good  coaree 
fishing  in  river  or  stream  could  be  obtained  for  about  a 
month  this  mid-winter,  say  January  ? 

I  dislike  boat  fishing  extremely  in  winter-time. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  fishing  correspondents  in  the 
south-west  might  know  ?— Yours  truly,    A.  Worsley. 

[Our  correspondent  should  write  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope, 
South  of  England  Fishing  Agency,  Salisbury.— Ed.] 


THE  SIMPLEX  REEL. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  kindly 
inform  me  where  the  "  Simplex  "  reel,  referred  to  on 
page  20  of  the  latest  edition  of  "  The  Modern  Angler,"  is 
obtainable  ?— Yours  truly.  Simplex, 
Several  important  letters  unavoidably  left  over. 


Obihntal  Books  formerly  iasned  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Oo.,  nflw 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Oo.,  Limited,  St 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  OATAiiOBOB  of  these  Text  Books,  Olass  Books,  His- 
tories, uid  lorilfeB  aovenumioi  PnbDoQans  caa  be  had  *3 
«>>yU0fttUB. 
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CAERIBK  AND  DITCH  FISHING. 


Thotjgh  the  water  meadows  which  carry  the 
bed  of  our  South  Country  rivers  are  seamed  with 
ditches  and  can-iers  helping  to  spread  the 
dammed-up  waters  of  the  larger  channels  over  the 
breadth  of  the  pastures,  helping  to  collect  them 
again  and  bring  back  to  the  main  streams, 
the  waters  that  have  done  their  fructifying  work, 
it  is  seldom  that  one  sees  an  angler  engaged  on 
fishing  any  but  the  larger  streams.  Yet,  wher- 
ever a  current  issues  from  a  hatch  or  culvert, 
wherever  it  courses  down  a  channel,  be  it  but  4ft. 
wide  and  but  a  few  inches  deep,  there  the  angler 
may  hope  for  sport  with  the  fly,  not  necessarily 
among  fingerlings,  but  among  trout  running  as 
good  an  average  as  those  he  might  hope  to  take 
in  the  main  river.  Not,  perhaps,  so  fastidious  as 
to  the  exact  shade  of  fly  as  are  their  brethren  of 
the  larger  waters,  but  no  whit  inferior  in  dash  and 
vigour,  and  giving,  under  the  eye  of  the  angler 
and  in  a  confined  space  crowded  with  dangers 
to  rod  and  tackle  and  to  the  hold  of  the  fly,  such 
play  as  justifies  anxiety,  and  may  well  cause  the 
captor  a  thrill  of  pride  and  relief  when  at  last  he 
sees  his  captive  kicking  in  the  landing-net. 

Away  there  to  the  right,  between  those  two 
ridges  of  high  sedge,  runs  just  such  a  ditch 
Breaking  out  through  a  little  hatchway,  camp 


sheathed  on  both  sides  with  spreaders  across  it, 
and  gliding  for  a  few  yards  over  10ft.  of  gravelly 
shallow,  then  contracting  into  a  narrower  and 
slightly  deeper  course,  and  careering,  checked 
here  and  there  by  big  bunches  of  eddying,  swaying 
weed,  and  frequently  overhung  by  clumps  of 
sedges,  down  to  the  big  cross-ditch  at  our  backs. 

The  June  mowers  have  not  yet  got  in  their 
work,  and  we  can  stand  almost  hidden  in  the  tall 
water-side  herbage  to  lay  our  fly  upon  the  likely 
spots.  There  will  be  no  regular  rise  of  fly  on  this 
little  runnel,  and  it  is  useless  to  wait  for  the  tell- 
tale dimple  to  indicate  a  rise,  but  if  you  drop 
your  Ginger  Quill  daintily  on  to  the  grass  bent  at 
the  turn  yonder  so  that  it  slides  ofE  lightly  on  to 
the  water  and  swings  round  into  the  pocket 
below,  it's  any  odds  on  your  bringing  up  a  fish. 
There  !  You  are  into  him.  And  now  look  out  for 
squalls.  .  .  .  What  between  the  overhanging 
saw-edged  sedges,  the  undermined  banks,  the  big 
bunches  of  swaying  weed,  you  have  a  lively  time 
of  it,  and  you  may  be  thankful  that,  only  a 
sounder  though  he  be,  he  is  reposing  in  the 
anding-net,  and  has  not  been  allowed  to  spoil 
more  water  than  he  has  done.  The  next  two  or 
three  comers  are  drawn  blank,  but  in  the  course 
of  lOOyds.  progress  to  the  neck  of  the  streamlet 
we  have  picked  up  three  tidy  fish  and  had  some 
spirited  sport. 

Here,  just  below  the  glide,  are  two  fish  cruising 
vigorously  in  the  strong  stream.  Not  the  biggest, 
they — there  are  two  bigger  far  close  up  to  the 
camp  sheathing  of  the  hatch,  and  on  the  feed,  too, 
— but  they  must  be  got  out  of  the  way  before  it  is 
safe  to  approach  the  giants  of  the  beck.  Luckily 
they  are  willing  fish,  glad  of  any  fly  that  has 
escaped  the  elder  brethren  above,  and  so  presently 
you  are  racing  down-stream  to  get  on  level  terms 
with  the  best  of  them,  and  you  only  net  him  out 
just  at  the  bottom  of  the  run.    Retracing  your 
steps  you  find  his  rival  has  occupied  the  centre 
of  the  run,  and  you  put  your  fly  over  him.  Not 
at  the  first  nor  at  the  second  offer  do  you  get 
him,  but  eventually  he  engages  you  in  a  stern 
chase  down  the  stream,  and  gets  away  in  a  bunch 
of  weed.    Never  mind ;  now  for  the  best  bit  of 
all — the  hatch-hole  itself.    There,  on  the  far  side, 
half  under  the  cross-bar,  lies  a  Iseauty ;  you  can 
see  him,  all  pink  and  pearly,  as  he  moves  out  to 
take  some  insect  and  slides  back  again  to  cover. 
The  cross-bar  is  only  1ft.  or  so  above  the  water, 
and  to  add  to  the  difiiculty  of  casting  under  it 
there  is  a  clump  of  benties  growing  out  and 
sheltering  the  coveted  trout.    At  last,  after  many 
and  many  a  vain  cast,  you  get  it  to  him  right, 
and  he  moves  out  unsuspiciously,  tilts  up  his 
head,  and  takes  it  firmly  down.   You  tighten  on 
him,  but — wise  man — you  do  not  hold  him  hard 
until  turning,  with  a  puzzled  shake  of  the  head, 
to  take  the  centre  of  the  stream.    For  a  moment 
he  is  broadside  on ;  but  you  have  reeled  in  your 
slack,  and  you  bring  him  firmly  down  to  the  edge 
of  the  glide.  He  sees  you,  and  with  a  whirr  he  tears 
the  line  off  the  reel  in  his  rush  up  to  the  apron  of 
the  hatch,  driving  before  him  the  yet  bigger  trout 
of  the  other  side.   But  this  is  not  to  be  allowed. 
Firmly  you  hold  him,  but  not  too  firmly,  letting 
him  gain  a  little,  and  again  a  little,  but  all  at  the 
expense  of  strength,  until  you  feel  him  weaken 
and  bring  him  rolling  down  to  the  edge  of  the 
glide,  to  begin  again  his  arduous  ascent.    If  you 
could  keep  him  at  this  game  you  would  soon  kill 
him ;  but,  alas,  you  have  pulled  him  down  this 
time  too  far,  and  he  is  racing  downstream  10yds. 
ahead  of  you,  and  pulling  like  a  steam  engine. 
50yds.  of  rapid  travelling  ere  you  catch  up  to 
him,  travelling  during  which  you  see  him  boring 
hard  under  the  shelving  banks,  ripping  through 
patches  of  trailing  weed,  rescued  only  by  force 
from  dangerous  bunches  of  the  saw-edged  sedge- 
grass  trailing  in  the  water. 

But  is  he  done  ?  Offer  him  the  net,  and  see. 
Off  he  goes  upstream,  tearing  the  line  off  the 
shrieking  reel,  in '  ent  on  reaching  that  dense  patch 
of  weeds  above.  Just  in  time  you  turn  him,  and 
bring  him  tumbling  down  ;  but  as  he  reaches  you 
he  is  off  again  on  a  mining  expedition  under  the 
fui'ther  bank,  with  his  nose  resolutely  down-stream, 
and  another  fifteen  yards  is  lost  before  you  turn 
him  and  send  him  desperately  up-stream  again. 
How  splendidly  he  must  be  hooked  for  the  hold 
to  stand  such  play. 

On  it  goes,  up  and  down — but  more  down  than 
up,  until  at  last  you  see  that  another  five  or  six 
yards  will  take  him  into  the  cross  ditch  and  away 


down-stream,  and  then  nothing  you  can  do  will 
save  him. 

There  is  nothing  for  it  now  but  to  have  him 
willy-nilly  into  the  net.  There  is  a  chance.  So 
— a  frantic  dive.  Yes,  you've  got  him  ;  stiU  only 
half  beat,  and  full  of  fight.  Such  a  2-pounder  as  is 
not  to  be  met  with  every  day.   Feel  better  ? 

There  is  a  larger  fish  in  the  hatch-hole  above, 
and  he  is  still  in  position ;  bnt  something  has 
occurred  to  alarm  him.  He  is  not  for  you  to-day ; 
and  you  have  done  very  well  for  a  short  evening 
and  lOOyds.  of  ditch ;  so  let  us  reel  up  and  home- 
along.  Strokb. 


MORE  LIGHT.' 


Ip  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Commission  achieve  no 
other  end  than  the  amassing  of  evidence  from 
experts  from  the  various  fishery  districts  through- 
out the  kingdom,  it  will  in  a  measure  have  justified 
the  necessity  for  its  existence,  and  left  on  record 
a  useful  compendium  of  facts  and  figures,  which 
may  in  due  course  be  turned  to  good  account.  At 
least  it  gives  a  splendid  picture  of  the  present  posi- 
tion of  affairs  in  relation  to  our  salmon  fisheries  at 
this  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and 
one  about  which  there  is  very  little  to  be  proud  of, 
or  to  be  satisfied  with  ;  but  much  to  cause  serious 
reflection,  and  give  food  for  thought  and  action 
for  some  time  to  come,  till  it  can  be  viewed  as  a 
harmony  of  light  and  shade,  worthy  of  our 
national  aspirations  as  "  a  thing  of  beauty  and  a 
joy  for  ever." 

There  are  many  outstanding  features  that  call 
for  immediate  attention,  but  probably  none  more 
so  than,  to  put  it  mildly,  the  want  of  real  know- 
ledge in  regard  to  almost  every  department  of  our 
salmon  fisheries.  It  might  be  called  dense 
ignorance  without  anyone  daring  to  cavil  at  such 
drastic  criticism.  That  little  is  known  with 
regard  to  the  habits,  food,  and  wanderings  of 
Salmo  solar  when  at  sea  goes  without  saying. 
However,  there  is  the  feasible  excuse  of  the 
difficulty  of  individual  observation,  and  a  mountain 
of  difficulty  is  this,  that  cannot  be  readily  removed. 
But  our  ignorance  of  the  ways  of  Salmo  within 
our  ken  is  almost  as  dense,  and  in  this  respect 
there  are  not  the  same  extenuating  circumstances. 

For  instance,  what  do  we  know  of  the  respective 
growth  of  the  salmon  parr  at,  say,  thi'ee,  six,  and 
nine  months  old  respectively  P  Not  much ! 
What  do  we  know  of  the  actual  value  of  artificial 
propagation,  i.e.,  the  return  versus  the  cost  ?  A 
mere  matter  of  guesswork  at  the  best.  Yet 
these  are  some  of  the  simplest  points  on  which 
there  could  be  no  difficulty  of  obtaining  accurate, 
and  even  scientific  knowledge,  were  the  matter 
put  into  the  hands  of  trained  observers  with 
adequate  time  and  funds  at  their  disposal. 

It  might  not  be  of  momentous  importance  to 
find  out  why  some  parr  assumed  the  smolt  dress, 
and  prepared  to  migrate  to  the  sea  at  one  year 
old,  while  others  remained  in  the  river  tiU  they 
were  two  years  old,  yet  it  would  be  highly  inte- 
resting to  solve  the  problem,  and  might  lead  up 
to  something  higher  and  of  real  practical  value  to 
our  fisheries  otherwise. 

Many  of  the  witnesses  examined  before  the 
Commission  referred  to  this  lack  of  scientific 
knowledge  at  its  sittings  both  in  London  and 
Edinburgh,  although,  perhaps,  none  went  so  far 
as  to  suggest  that  a  Scientific  Investigation 
Department  out  and  out  should  be  established  as 
a  training  school  for  observers  as  well  as  a  centre 
of  observation 

Of  course,  we  all  know  that  scientific  investiga- 
tions are  not  entirely  neglected,  and  that  the 
Fishei-y  Board  for  Scotland  has  encouraged 
such,  and  even  provided  the  funds  for  what  has 
already  been  done  ;  but  even  the  best  efforts  of 
their  inestimable  inspector,  and  the  intermittent 
researches  of  Dr.  Noel  Paton  and  his  colleagues, 
are  but  the  little  pebbles  of  the  seashore,  to  use 
Newton's  simile,  while  the  great  ocean  of  truth 
lies  before  them  stiU  unexplored. 

It  is  not  our  intention  here,  were  we  able  and 
presumptuous  enough,  to  sketch  a  model  school 
for  the  study  of  the  Sahnonidx,  but  merely  to 
hint  at  the  gi-eat  want  of  some  such  station  or 
stations,  where  accurate  and  reliable  information 
might  be  worked  out. 

More  is  known  of  the  habits,  food,  sexes,  and 
progeny  of  the  Salvionidx  and  fresh  water  fishes, 
comparatively  speaking,  than  what  is  yet  known 
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with  regard  to  the  pelagic  food  fishes  of  the  sea. 
This  is  because,  till  the  present  time,  little  atten- 
tion  was  paid  to  such,  and  not  till  quite  recently 
was  the  subject  deemed  worthy  of  the  notice  of 
naturalists  of  the  first  order.  But  this  will  not 
be  the  case  much  longer.  The  interest  lately 
awakened  in  the  subject  by  scientists  such  as 
Professor  Mackintosh,  Professor  Ewart,  Dr. 
Lankister,  and  the  researches  of  Dr.  Fulton,  Mr. 
Gumming,  Mr.  Scott,  and  others,  whose  names 
run  off  our  pen  at  random,  are  already  bearing 
rich  fruit.  There  is  a  growing  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  masses  to  obtain  some  more  definite 
knowledge  of  the  life  history  of  the  fishes  which 
constitute  such  an  integral  part  of  their  daily 
food,  while  the  fishing  population  are  as  anxious 
to  pierce  the  gloom  surrounding  their  daily 
calling. 

For  some  years  back  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland  have  been  endeavouring — and  that  with 
fairly  successful  results — to  meet  these  demands ; 
and  recently  at  Dunbar,  and  now  at  Nigg,  near 
Aberdeen,  the  Scientific  Investigation  Department 
has  equipped  an  establishment  for  the  study  of 
pelagic  fishes,  which  may  well  be  copied  on 
similar  lines  for  the  study  of  the  Sahnonidse. 

Perhaps  it  is  often  true  that  "a  little  know- 
ledge is  a  dangerous  thing,"  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  "  small  fish  are  better  than  none  at  all," 
and  a  little  more  light  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are  entrusted  with  the  management  of  our  salmon 
fisheries  might  not  come  amiss  at  times  when 
they  are  called  upon  to  perform  some  of  the 
simplest  duties,  though  somewhat  out  of  the 
beaten  track  of  their  daily  routine  work.  The 
transporting  of  live  fish  may  not  be  the  ordinary 
duties  of  a  water  bailiff,  yet  were  common 
knowledge,  coupled  with  common  observation 
and  common  sense,  a  little  more  widely  diffused 
than  it  is,  the  egregious  blunders,  entailing 
considerable  loss  in  fish  life,  would  not  be  made 
tha,t  we  see  whenever  the  average  water  bailiff  is 
called  upon  to  perform  some  side-duty  requiring 
the  exercise  of  elementary  intelligence  and 
skill. 

A  case  in  point  occurred  recently  on  the  Don, 
which  fuUy  illustrates  the  need  for  more  light 
and  knowledge  in  the  handling  of  fish  among 
those  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch  over  our  fisheries. 
We  do  not  blame  the  men,  but  the  system  under 
which  they  are  chosen  without  any  aptitude  or 
special  training  for  their  calling.  This  may 
also  be  an  isolated  case ;  it  certainly  is  a  very 
grave  one  if  what  Mr.  James  A.  Horton,  who  was 
an  eye  witness  of  the  scenes,  describes  in  the 
public  prints  be  correct— and  up  till  now  he  has 
neither  been  challenged  for  his  statements,  nor 
contradicted  as  to  his  figures. 

It  became  necessary  the  other  week,  from  the  low- 
nessof  the  river  and  the  overcrowding  of  fish  on  the 
Sauch  Pool  of  the  Muggiemoss  water,  for  the  local 
fishery  board  officials  to  help  some  300  gravid  salmon 
into  better  quarters,  i.e.,  over  some  dam  dykes. 
And,  according  to  Mr.  Horton,  this  is  how  it  was 
done.    He  says :  "  I  saw  a  man  of  thirty  years' 
experience  actually  carrying  several  of  the  fish 
by  the  gills.    ...    At  the  first  haul  of  the  net 
I  should  say  150  fish  were  in  it,  and  with  such  a 
weight  of  salmon  all  huddled  together  in  a 
partially  suspended  net  in  shallow  water,  knocking 
themselves  against  stones,  &c.,  it  was  not  much 
wonder  such  a  number  were  got  dead  so  short  a 
time  after,  whilst  not  a  few  seemed  to  be  in  a 
state  of  asphyxia  before  they  were  got  out  of  the 
net.    Only  one  water  trough  was  on  the  ground, 
whereas  there  should  have  been  at  least  three! 
seeing  the  distance  they  had  to  be  carried  to  the 
tank  into  which  they  were  actually  piizhed."  Then, 
as  to  the  "  planting,"  he  continues,  "  The  majority 
of  the  fish  were  placed  in  a  large  landing-net, 
which  on  several  occasions  was  slid  down  the 
grassy  slope  to  the  bank,  a  distance  of  about 
lOyds.,  to  the  edge,  some  of  them  then  presenting 
a  sickly  appearance  indeed.  Twenty  dead  fish  were 
taken  out  on  Friday  night  and  thirteen  the  next 
morning,  not  to  mention  other  dead  fish  seen  in 
the  pool,  but  could  not  be  reached.    ...  I 
remarked  before  leaving  that  at  least  25  per  cent, 
of  the  fish  would  be  dead  in  a  short  time,  which 
only  proved  too  true."     And  no  wonder.  Mr. 
Horton's  letter  needs  no  comment.     He  is  a 
respectable  citizen  and  well-known  angler.  Had 
it  been  cattle,   sheep,  or  poultry  these  men 
bailiffs)  were  deaEng  with  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Orueltv  to  Animals  would  have  had 


them  mulcted  in  the  Sheriff  Court.  But  in  their 
eyes  fish  are  not  animals.  They  had  to  he  trans- 
ferred two  miles  up-stream,  and  at  the  lowest 
possible  trouble  and  expense,  whatever  the  cost 
to  fish-life,  and  the  feelings  of  the  community. 
And  this  is  only  one  of  the  many  phases  where  a 
little  knowledge  would  have  been  evidently  help- 
ful. We  do  not  blame  the  men.  The  inspector 
did  his  best,  but  the  fish  would  not  have  fared  any 
the  worse  had  they  been  left  alone,  and  the  lessees 
may  not  be  blamed  if  they  refuse  flatly  to  allow 
any  such  murderous  work  on  any  future  occasion. 
This  illustration  of  the  gross  ignorance  which 
prevails  is  by  no  means  an  isolated  one,  although 
it  is  an  emphatic  plea  for  "  more  light."    G.  M. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  RICHARD 
WOOLFALL. 


We  much  regret  to  see  that  the  death  is 
announced  of  Mr.  Richard  Woolfall,  who  for 
twenty  years  was  secretary  of  the  Liverpool 
Angling  Association,  and  the  success  of  the 
association  was  in  a  great  measure  due  to  his 
enthusiastic  support  of  it.  If  possible,  we  hope 
to  give  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Woolfall  and  some  notes 
about  his  career  as  an  angler.    His  family  and 


The  Late  Richard  Woolfall. 

the  members  of  the  association  which  he  founded 
have  our  sympathy  in  their  great  loss. 

[Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received  the 
following  from  the  ex-secretary  of  the  Liverpool 
Angling  Association,  also  the  photo,  which  we 
reproduce.] 

Among  the  many  writers  on  sporting  matters,  and  more 
especially  with  regard  to  topics  cognate  to  angling,  there 
are  few  names  better  known  thronghont  the  length  and 
breadth  of  rural  England  than  that  of  Richard  Woolfall. 
For  the  past  forty  years  that  name  has  been  closely 
aeiociated,  both  as  a  casual  contributor  and  as  a  regular 
correspondent,  with  our  angling  literature.  It  cannot  be 
concealed  that  his  contributions  were  occasionally  of  a 
somewhat  caustic  nature,  neither  can  it  be  denied  that  his 
trenchant  style  led  to  several  drastic  reforms  or  that  the 
efforts  of  his  powerful  pen  resulted  in  many  important 
concessions  to  the  angling  fraternity  in  general,  more 
particularly  round  the  neighbourhood  of  Liverpool.  Mr. 
Woolfall  came  of  an  old  Lancashire  family,  and  was  born 
some  seventy  years  ago,  or,  to  be  more  accurate,  in  1832. 

For  upwards  of  half  a  century  he  was  an  ardent  follower 
of  the  "  gentle  art,"  and  truly  a  more  enthusiastic  or  con- 
sistent disciple  of  Izaak  Walton  never  lived.  In  many 
respects  he  was  a  remarkable  man,  a  man  of  untiring 
energy,  dauntless  oouragi,  and  indomitable  will.  Some- 
what brusque  —not  to  say  austere — in  manner,  he  was  not 
approachable  by  everybody,  and  on  f  at  account  alone  few 
people  really  knew  "  Dick  "  Woolfall,  for  as  such  was  he 
&QOWQ  to  his  more  intimate  acquaintances.  Those 
however,  who  were  privileged  to  number  him  as  amongst 
their  friends,  and  who  were  therefore  able  to  gauge  some- 
thing of  his  innermost  nature,  and  were  in  a  position  to 
form  a  jast  estimate  of  his  true  oharaoter,  recognised 
beneath  a  rugged  exterior  the  very  epitome  of  straight 
forwardness  and  integrity.  Honest  ag  the  day,  inde- 
pendent  almost  to  a  fault,  and  straight  aa  a  gunbarrel 
in  all  his  dealings,  he  literally  "looked  the  whole 
world  in  the  face,"  oaring  for  no  man— nor  body 
of    men    for    that    laattar  where    fiahing  interests 


were  concerned— for  Dick's  phUosophy  reduced  corporate 
bodies  in  general,  and  vested  interests  in  particular,  to  one 
common  level.   As  an  angler  he  stood  pre-eminent,  for 
whether  he  was  found  on  the  canal  bank  "fishing  "for 
gudgeon  (with  a  perfectly  motionless  float  and  a  creel  quite 
empty  and  guileless  of  fish),  or  whether  you  met  him  on 
the  riversido— say  m  the  springtime  on  the  Tanat— casting 
the  March  Brown  or  the  Blue  Dun  to  lure  the  trout  to 
destruction,  or  again  later  on,  when  the  leaves  of  autumn 
were  falling,  playing  havoc  amongst  the  grayling  down  in 
Derbyshire,  he  derived  the  same  amount  of  pleasure  and 
delight,  plying  his  art  like  a  thorough  sportsmdn,  and 
killing  his  fish  like  a  true  artist.    Nothing  of  a  shady 
nature  or  the  doubtful  tactics  of  the  potboiler  ever  met  with 
hM  approval  or  tolerance,  and  woe  betide  the  unhappy  wight 
who  might  attempt  to  fish  in  his  company  under  any  other 
conditions  than  those  which  should  at  all  times  characterise 
a  sportsman  and  a  gpntleman.    Unlike  his  great  prototype 
the  late  '  Dicky"  Routledge.  of  Carlisle,  Woolfall  seldom 
had  an  opportumty  of  aspiring  to  the  more  lofty  flights 
ot  salmon  fishing,  but  with  that  sole  exception  he  could 
hold  his  own  aa  an  angler  in  all  branches  and  in  any 
company.    In  th«  zenith  of  his  fame,  and  in  the  heyday 
ot  his  prosperity,  as  a  match  fisher  he  was  a  good  one  to 
toUow,  but  a  bid  one  to  beat,  the  championship  priie 
(which  he  won  two  years  m  succession,  when  it  became  his 
own  property)  being  some  proof  of  his  consummate  skill 
For  upwards  of  twenty  years  Mr.  Woolfall  was  the 
honorary  secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Angling  Association 
a  position  he  filled  faichfuUy  and  honorably  up  to  the 
last.    By  his  efforts  during  that  period  he  obtained 
several    important    concessions    from    the  Liverpool 
Corporation  for  local  anglers,  and  he  it  was  who  con- 
ceived amd  carried  out  (in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Henry 
Leaman,  the  president  of  the  Liverpool  Angling  Associa- 
tion) the  idea  of  stocking  the  waters  of  the  public  parks 
m  the  city  and  throwing  them  open,  for  a  small  fee,  to  the 
angling  public.  Fishing  was  all  in  all  to  him,  and  he  never 
was  so  happy  as  when  engaged  in  the  sport  or  trying  to 
improve  the  art  or  provide  fishing  for  others.  But 
Dick    Woolfall  has  thrown  his  last  fly,  has  tackled  up  for 
ever  m  this  world,  and  has  crossed  that  dark  river  which 
flows  no  man  knows  whither.    Hale  and  hearty  up  to  the 
last,  in  spite  of  many  of  Fortune's  vicissitudes,  the  grand 
old  man  was  on  Friday  last  suddenly  struck  down  by  the 
icy  hand  of  Death,  and  in  a  fit  of  apoplexy  he  passed  peace- 
fully and  painlessly  away  to  another  and  a  better  world 
His  mortal  remains,  covered  with  beautiful  flowers,  were 
1^   J°  renting  place  on  Tuesday  last  in  W^-at 

Derby  Cemetery  in  the  presence  of  a  great  crowd  of  old 
friends  and  acquaintances,  who  gathered  round  his  grave 
to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  departed  merit.  May 
the  daisies  lie  lightly  on  the  remains  of  one  of  the  finest 
fishermen  and  one  of  the  truest  lovers  of  Nature  that  ever 
lived,  and  may  the  remembracce  of  his  kindly  actions  and 
his  untiring  and  unselfish  labours  on  behalf  of  the  angling 
brotherhood  ever  serve  to  keep  his  memory  green  ! 

T.  8.  Hunt. 


STOCKING  THE  SEA. 

Marine  Fish  Culture  in  Scotland. 
Salmon  hatching  and  brown  trout  rearing  have 
long  ago  passed  the  experimental  stajre  with  the 
pisciculturist,  and  become  an  extensive  and  pay- 
ing business  both  north  and  south  of  the  Border, 
especially  in  the  professional  hatcheries  north  of 
it ;  but,  till  quite  recently,  it  was  considered  quite 
unnecessary  and  impracticable  to  think  of  re- 
stocking the  sea  with  any  of  the  marine  food- 
fishes  so  much  en  evidence  in  our  national  food 
supply. 

Although  the  necessity  might  be  admitted  from 
the  gradual  diminution  of  certain  species  of 
pelagic  food-fishes  which  could  not  be  gainsaid, 
yet  the  ignorance,  and  hence  the  mystery, 
surrounding  the  problem  were  so  great,  that  any 
attempt  to  restock  the  sea  through  artificial 
means  was  looked  upon  as  quixotic  in  the 
extreme. 

Yet  the  dream  of  the  marine  zoologist  has  now 
been  realised,  and  from  forty  to  fifty  artificially- 
hatched  plaice  have  just  been  planted  in  Loch  Fyne, 
on  the  West  of  Scotland,  from  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board's  New  Marine  Hatchery  at  Bay  of  Nigg, 
Aberdeen. 

The  history  of  the  study  of  marine  fishes  is  not 
an  ancient  one,  as  far  as  present  knowledge  and 
literature  is  concerned,  but  it  is  now  engaging 
more  attention  than  ever  it  did,  and  the  systematic 
and  scientific  work  carried  on  at  Dunbar,  and  now 
transferred  to,  and  extended  at  Aberdeen,  under 
the  able  directorship  of  Dr.  Wemyss  Falton, 
Superintendent  of  Scientific  Investigations  to  the 
Fishery  Board,  promises  a  rich  reward  in  the 
future,  not  only  in  enhancing  our  knowledge  of 
sea  fish  culture,  but  in  stocking  depleted  waters, 
and  by  controlling  the  action  of  those  who  might 
otherwise  injure  the  sources  of  such  important 
national  food  supplies  where  there  is  a  margin  of 
profit  to  be  made. 

Nothing  was  done  in  Scotland  till  1884,  when 
Dr.  Mcintosh,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish 
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Fishery  Board,  started  his  marine  laboratory  at 
St.  Andrews,  the  important  results  of  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  published  in  the  Fishery 
Board's  blue-books ;  but  however  important  Pro- 
fessor Mcintosh's  observations  and  research 
may  have  been,  it  was  necessary  to  have  these 
conducted  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  was 
possible  with  him,  if  practical  results  were  to  be 
aimed  at  ;  and  hence  the  necessity  of  larger 
hatcheries  and  more  systematic  observation. 

The  site  of  the  hatchery  is  a  very  choice  one, 
as  being  sheltered  from  every  point  of  the  compass 


legnia  ferax,  which  happily  is  on  the  decrease  in 
the  meantime. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  new  estab- 
lishment is  the  red -brick  pavilion  standing 
on  the  margin  of  the  placid  bay,  with  the 
wide  expanse  of  the  North  Sea  stretching  far 
out  into  where  the  horizon  dips  down  to  meet  it. 
The  offices  of  the  department  over  which  Dr. 
Fulton  presides  are  here,  the  one  end  being 
devoted  to  the  scientist's  use,  and  called  the 
"Doctor's  Room,"  and  the  others  being  utilised  as 
a  laboratory,  and  museum,  where  the  naturalist 


end,  and  7ft.  at  the  other.  It  is  a  tidal  pond,  but 
can  be  filled  or  emptied  otherwise,  and  has  never 
less  than  6ft.  of  pure  sea  water  at  its  deepest  end. 

In  the  pond  just  now  are  1000  live  plaice,  that 
being  the  particular  fish  under  observation  and 
experiment  in  the  meantime.  The  plaice  were 
obtained  from  the  Moray  Firth  by  special  permis- 
sion of  the  Fishery  Board,  and  two  voyages  had 
to  be  made  by  a  steam-trawler,  specially  chartered 
for  the  purpose,  before  the  complement  of 
breeding  fish  could  be  secured.  The  first  consign- 
ment was  practically  lost  on  account  of  the 
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The  Breeding  Pond  where  Plaice  abe  kepx,  and  shed  their  Egss 
under  natural  conditions. 


[Rev.  W.  Rodgerion. 
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Internal  View  of  the  Hatchery. 


View  1  OF  the  other  Buildinos. 


[i!et>.  W.  Rodgenon. 


except  on  the'soutb-east ;  and,  to  meet  the  heavy 
seas  when  a  storm  blows  from  this  direction,  a 
strong  storm-wall  has  been  erected,  supplemented 
by  a  strong  deal  fence  to  keep  ofE  the  highest 
spray  and  surf  from  falling  into  the  hatching 

emd.    In  time  other  means  will  be  devised,  but 
r.  Fulton  is  hopeful  that  this,  the  only  draw- 
back,  has  been  successfully  combated. 

The  Bay  of  Nigg  is  a  favourite  salmon  haunt, 
and  excellently  suited  for  experimenting  on  the 
growth  of  the  salmonidce,  or  studying  theiell  Sapro- 


attached  to  the  scientific  department  is  busy 
studying  the  life  history  of  the  crab. 

The  most  interesting  feature,  however,  to  the 
practical  fish-culturist  is  the  large  concrete 
pond,  or  breeding  tank,  which  occupies  the 
entire  centre  space  of  the  site  on  the  one  side, 
round  which  the  buildings  are  clustered,  while 
the  other  side  is  open  to  the  sea.  The  pond  is 
90ft.  long  by  31ft.  broad— just  double  the  size 
of  the  one  at  Dunbar — and  containing  about 
120,000  gallons  of  water.   It  is  10ft.  deep  at  one 


boisterous  weather  encountered;  but  the  second 
voyage  proved  eminently  successful,  and  an 
excellent  selection  of  mature  fish  was  obtained. 
From  bruises  in  the  trawl  net,  acclimatisation, 
and  other  causes,  the  margin  of  brood  fish  fell 
from  the  1400  originally  selected  to  the  1000  now 
in  the  pond.  When  first  transported  to  their 
new  habitation  from  the  weUs  of  the  trawler,  the 
plaice  appeared  sluggish,  took  to  the  bottom, 
refused  to  eat,  and  were  otherwise  troublesome  to 
those  who  had  them  in  charge.  By-and-bye,  how- 
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ever,  they  began  to  move  about,  form  associations 
regained  their  appetites,  and  set  about  their 
domestic  duties  with  every  indication  that  they 
were  quite  content  with  their  new  environment. 

The  plaice  were  selected  in  the  proportion  of 
five  females  to  two  males,  that  being  deemed 
quite  sufficient  for  propagation  purposes  in  con- 
finement. The  eggs,  being  pelagic,  float,  and  are 
collected  by  "  spawn  collectors "  at  the  rate  of 
about  one  million  daily.  The  eggs  when  collected 
are  transferred  to  the  hatchery  for  artificial 
hatching.  At  first  the  plaice  were  fed  on  lug 
worms,  brought  from  the  shores  of  the  Moray 
Firth,  but  as  this  was  an  expensive  feed,  and  as 
expense  is  a  main  factor  in  the  administration  of 
the  very  limited  funds  devoted  to  scientific 
investigation  pm-poses,  mussel  bait  was  tried  with 
excellent  results.  They  get  a  bucketful  of  shelled 
mussel  every  night,  and,  although  only  a  few 
short  months  from  the  wilds  of  the  Moray  Firth, 
the  plaice  have  already  become  so  tame  as  to 
watch  for  the  first  handful  of  the  shelled  bivalve, 
and  gather  fi-om  all  corners  of  the  pond  to  share 
in  the  succulent  repast,  skimming  over  the  surface 
of  the  water  at  times  so  as  to  be  in  at  the  start. 

The  plaice  continues  emitting  its  eggs  over  a 
period  of  a  month — a  few  hundreds  at  a  time,  as 
they  get  ripe — their  domestic  operations  being 
conducted  during  the  night.  The  pelagic  egg  is 
easily  collected  in  the  silk  meshes  of  the  collector, 
and  transferred  to  the  boxes  in  the  hatchery,  all  the 
operations  being  carefully  and  skilfully  carried  out, 
so  as  to  be  as  little  injurious  as  possible. 

The  hatching  house  consists  of  a  substantial 
wooden  building  35ft.  long  by  24ft.  broad  and 
18ft.  high.  An  abundance  of  light  is  desirable, 
and  there  are  twelve  large  windows  in  the  sides 
and  a  door  at  each  end. 

The  system  of  hatching  at  present  in  vogue, 
and  which,  with  slight  adaptations,  has  been  found 
to  work  well,  is  that  known  as  Dannevig's,  from 
the  Norwegian  establishment  at  Floderig,  under 
the  charge  of  Capt.  Dannevig.  There  are  six 
rows  of  boxes,  and  twenty  in  each  row,  along  each 
side  of  the  hatching  house,  making  240  boxes  in 
all.  Each  box  is  12in.  long,  lOin.  broad,  and  lOin. 
deep.  The  bottom  is  covered  with  silk,  which  is 
being  substituted  for  hair-cloth,  as  it  stands  the 
sea  water  better.  By  an  ingenious  arrangement 
the.  water  supply  from  the  filtering  tanks  is  made 
to  circulate  through  each  box  by  an  automatic 
movement;  and  by  fixed  iron  rods  attached  to 
pulleys  a  simultaneous  movement  takes  place  all 
over  the  hatchery  every  three  minutes  or  so.  Thus 
a  constant  circulation  is  kept  up  in  each  box,  and 
the  impregnated  eggs  keep  constantly  moving. 
All  dead  eggs  fall  to  the  bottom  and  turn  white. 
The  little  transparent  globules,  like  small  glass 
beads,  float  about  in  the  water  for  a  period  of 
twenty-one  days  before  hatching  out,  when  a  tiny 
speck  of  a  head  like  diamond  dust  appears  at  one 
end,  and  an  almost  invisible  tail  and  fins  at  the 
other,  but  fuU  of  life  and  animation.  For  a  time 
the  sac  adheres,  affording  nourishment,  but  in  a 
day  or  two  it  drops  off,  and  in  the  course  of 
a  week  from  hatching  out,  the  alevins  are  ready 
for  transportation  to  the  briny  deep,  there  to  do 
life's  battle  for  themselves. 

They  are  transported  in  carboys,  this  having 
proved  the  most  economical  way,  from  a  fish- life 
point  of  view,  of  making  the  long  journey  between 
Aberdeen  and  Loch  Fyne,  where  they  are'presently 
being  planted. 

The  jars  are  filled  with  sea- water  at  night  and 
allowed  to  cool  down  to  the  lowest  degree  of 
temperature  before  fiUing  with  live  plaice  in  the 
morning.  They  leave  with  an  early  train,  and 
arrive  at  their  destination  that  night,  when  they 
are  emptied  into  this  western  arm  of  the  sea. 
Loch  Fyne  was  selected  as  being  barren  of  plaice, 
so  that  the  results  of  stocking  with  artificially 
hatched  fish  might  be  better  determined,  and 
thus  the  utility  of  the  undertaking  proved,  or 
otherwise,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt.  Loch 
Long  and  the  Moray  Firth  will  also  oome  in  for 
their  due  share  by  and  bye,  when  the  full  comple- 
ment of  the  hatchery  can  be  turned  out.  Dr. 
Fulton  is  impressed  with  the  fact'  that  better 
results  would  obtain  were  the  hatchery  provided 
with  a  nursing  pond,  where  the  young  plaice 
could  be  i-etained  in  their  native  element  for  a 
period  of  from  six  weeks  to  six  months,  and. he 
has  this  in  mind  for  the  near  future,  when  other 
matters  are  well  off  his  hands.  The  question  of 
funds  is  meantime  the  main  impediment. 


The  young  plaice,  when  hatched  out  and  for 
weeks  after,  have  a  round  form,  more  like  the 
shape  of  whiting  than  flat  fish.  By  the  time  they 
are  six  weeks  old  they  begin  to  assume  their 
flattened  shape,  and  twist  in  the  head  and  eye, 
and  the  older  they  grow  the  more  they  assimilate 
to  the  normal  condition  of  their  ordar.  The 
female  plaice  is  larger  than  the  male  of  the  same 
age,  and  much  more  so  at  breeding  time.  The 
male  has  a  comparatively  small  quantity  of  milt. 

The  filtering  of  the  water  has  been  a  matter  of 
considerable  anxiety  to  the  superintendent.  How- 
ever pure  sea  water  may  otherwise  be,  there  is 
always  a  quantity  of  clay  and  "  debris  "  which 
must  be  got  rid  of.  A  large  concrete  tank, 
capable  of  holding  14,000  gallons,  has  been 
erected  on  a  mound,  and  from  here  the  water 
passes  by  gravitation  through  three  filtering 
boxes,  fitted  with  frames  to  which  bath-towels 
and  then  blankets  have  been  attached.  The 
water  passes  in  at  the  bottom  of  the  filtering  box, 
and  thus  presses  up  equally  on  the  filter,  the 
heavier  deposits  of  clay  falling  to  the  bottom. 
The  boxes  and  filters  are  cleaned  out  every  day 
by  being  removed  and  rinsed  in  cold  water.  The 
engine-house  (photo  4),  with  its  locomotive  boiler 
and  pumping  apparatus,  completes  the  establish- 
ment. 

Most  of  the  plant  was  taken  north  from  Dunbar 
in  a  schooner  chartered  for  the  purpose,  and  for  a 
year  past  Dr.  Fulton  has  had  his  hands  full 
evolving  order  out  of  chaos.  Well  has  he  done 
his  work,  and  the  wonder  is  that  he  has  been  able 
to  do  so  much  on  so  little.  The  Fishery  Board  of 
Scotland  have  at  Bay  of  Nigg  an  establishment 
of  which  they  may  well  feel  proud. 

G.  Mackat 


EEPORT  OF  THE  DANISH  FISHERY 
ASSOCIATION. 


Although  limited  in  area  and  possessing  no 
mountain  ranges  from  which — as  in  its  two 
northern  neighbours,  Norway  and  Sweden — snow 
fed  toiTents  descend,  Denmark  has  a  relatively 
large  number  of  inland  lakes  and  streams,  well 
adapted  for  fresh  water — and  in  some  instances 
for  migratory  fish.  So  little  would  their  natural 
advantages  appear  to  have  been  appreciated  that 
not  until  March,  1898,  did  a  law  exist  which  applied 
solely  to  the  fresh- water  fisheries.  Unfortunately, 
this  law  is  not  as  yet  backed  up  by  any  official 
organisation,  and  its  value,  therefoi'e,  is  a  some- 
what uncertain  quantity ;  but  the  fact  of  its 
existence  is  a  step  in  the  right  dii-ection,  and, 
although  the  value  of  properly  encouraged  and 
protected  fisheries  is  not  by  any  means  generally 
understood  by  the  Danish  landowners  and  farmers, 
a  certain  amount  of  useful  work  in  the  way  of 
fish  culture  has  been  accomplished  in  different 
parts  of  the  country  by  private  enterprise,  and  by 
the  "  Dansk  Fiskeriforening,"  whose  report  for 
1898-99,  compiled  by  the  expert  Herr  Arthur 
Feddersen,  has  just  been  published. 

A  brief  resume  of  this  document  will  sufiice  to 
give  a  general  idea  of  the  kinds  of  fish  which 
inhabit  the  inland  waters  of  Denmark,  of  what  is 
being  done  to  increase  their  number,  and  of  the 
opportunities  for  development  which  these  waters 
present. 

Unfortunately  the  furnishing  of  information  by 
local  associations  or  by  individuals  is  entirely 
voluntary ;  but  reports  from  hatching  establish- 
ments throughovit  the  country  show  that  the 
following  numbers  of  fi-y  have  been  hatched  and 
turned  out : — 

1898  1899 

Danish    (i.e.,  ordi- 
nary) trout   1,343,000    2,987,000 

Fontinalis  trout     ...         8.000    10,000 

Eainbow  trout   23  600    107,500 

Carp   27,000    110,000 

Pike    145.000    100,000 

Salmon    '      10.000 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  for  1899  show  a 
great  inci'ease  upon  those  for  the  preceding  year 
except  in  regard  to  pike. 

East  Jutland. 
In  the  streams  which  discharge  into  the  Hobro 
and  Manager  Fjord,  more  especially  the  Onsild 
Aa,*  the  local  fishery  association  placed  in  1898 
46,000,  and  in  1899  about  60,000  trout  fry,  and 


10,000  salmon.  In  these  streams  there  is  no  pro- 
fessional fishing;  great  hopes  are  thereioi-e 
entertained  that  a  majority  of  the  small  fish  will 
be  permitted  to  reach  maturity.  In  1898  Herr 
J.  A.  Bie,  of  Hobro,  obtained  a  lot  of  eggs  of  the 
rainbow  trout,  and  was  enabled  in  May  to  place 
some  1200  fry  in  a  feeder  of  the  fjord.  On 
Sept.  1,  1899,  i.e.,  sixteen  months  afterwards,  one 
of  these  (undoubtedly)  was  caught  which  weighed 
exactly  a  pound.f  and  measured  345min.  inlength ; 
while  on  Oct.  6  another  of  the  same  weight  was 
taken,  Herr  Bie  expressing  his  belief  that  among 
the  many  trout  recently  captured  in  these  parts 
by  fishermen  were  "  rainbows." 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Gjedsted  Aa,  Limfjord, 
20001b.  and  25001b.  of  trout  were  taken  in  1898 
and  1899  respectively.  In  the  Glenstrup  lake  in 
1898,  besides  other  fish,  11501b.  of  eels  were 
secured;  and  in  1899  1751b.  of  eels,  4001b.  of 
pike,  5001b.  of  perch,  and  1001b.  of  gwiniad. 
The  take  from  the  Haerup  lake,  another  fair- 
sized  sheet  of  water,  was  made  up  as  follows : — 

1897.  1898.  1899. 

Eels    2500    500    8001b. 

Pike    600    400    600  „ 


Perch 
Bream 


400 
1500 


400 
1500 


600  , 
500, 


pike 
-one 


*  "Aa 
stream ;  ' 


'  in  Danish  or  Norwegian  signifies  a  slow-lowing 
'  Elv  "  a  rapid  one. 


The  prices  obtained  were,  for  eels  40,  for 
25,  and  for  bream  10  ore  per  pound  (90  ore 
shilling  English). 

In  the  Randsfjord,  an  offshoot  of  the  Veile 
Fjord,  between  4001b.  and  5001b.  of  eels,  30001b. 
of  pike,  4001b.  of  trout,  18001b.  of  perch  and 
bream,  and  60501b.  of  roach  were  taken  in  1898 ; 
and  in  1899  still  larger  quantities  of  these  kinds 
of  fish. 

'  On  the  Odder  Aa  some  20001b.  of  trout  were 
taken  with  the  net,  and  from  the  hatchery  on  the 
estate  of  Rathonsdal  in  this  same  neighbourhood 
400,000  Danish  trout  fry  were  in  1898  hatched 
and  turned  out. 

The  Fishery  Association  for  Horsens  and  neigh- 
bourhood state  that  the  total  catch  in  that  district 
was,  in  1898,  33001b.  of  eels,  13101b.  of  trout,  and 
35,7751b.  of  roach ;  and  in  1899,  20001b.  of  eels, 
13121b.  of  trout,  and  19,5501b.  of  roach.  Some  60,000 
rainbow  and  ordinary  Danish  trout  fry  have  been 
turned  out,  and  as  a  result  of  previous  action 
of  this  kind  by  the  association  considerable 
quantities  of  trout  have  been  taken  at  places 
where  these  fish  were  formerly  unknown.  In 
many  of  the  lakes  in  this  neighbourhood  the 
culture  of  trout,  carp,  and  other  fish  has  been 
undertaken  by  private  individuals,  and  would 
seem  to  have  met  with  a  considerable  measure  of 
success ;  while  one  or  two  sheets  of  water  have 
been  rented  for  rod  fishing  purposes. 

Central  Jutland. 
One  of  the  streams  best  adapted  for  trout  in 
this,  part  of  the  country,  Halkaer  Aa,  is  in- 
juriously affected  by  a  mill,  Hojris  MoUe,  which 
prevents  the  trout  from  reaching  some  eight  or 
nine  miles  of  excellent  spawning  water ;  a  des- 
tructive method  of  netting  also  obtains  on  this 
stream  by  which  quantities  of  undersized  fish  are 
taken.  On  the  lake  called  "  Tjele  Langso,"  a 
sheet  of  water  about  1100  acres  in  extent,  there 
were  captured  in  1898  between  6001b.  and  7001b. 
of  eels,  3501b.  of  pike,  between  30001b.  and 
40001b.  of  perch,  roach,  and  bream,  a  few  trout, 
a  large  quantity  of  gwiniad,  and  several  burbot ; 
while  in  the  same  year,  on  another  lake,  the 
Viborg  So  "  and  neighbouring  waters,  50001b. 
of  eels,  10001b.  of  pike,  and  60001b.  of  trout 
were  captured.  The  take  for  1899  for  this  last 
district  consisted  of  70001b.  of  eels,  14001b.  of 
pike,  and  80001b.  of  trout.  The  local  association 
has  been  particularly  active,  and  has  hatched  and 
put  out  large  numbers  of  trout  fry. 

At  Glentholm,  in  1899,  14,0001b.  of  eels, 
60001b.  of  pike,  301b.  of  trout,  and  40001b.  of 
perch,  bream,  &c.,  were  taken.  The  owner  of  this 
fishery  adds :  "  The  migration  of  eels  from 
Mos-So,  and  from  several  other  lakes,  makes  its 
appearance  as  a  rule  at  Glentholm  in  April,  the 
fish  then  running  from  |lb.  to  41b.  apiece.  As 
their  numbers  increase  the  size  of  the  fish  lessens. 
The  largest  quantity  is  taken  in  July  and  August, 
and  then  most  of  them  weigh  less  than  |]b. ;  in 
September  they  are  bigger,  comparatively  few 
being  under  |lb.,  and  most  from  lib.  to  31b.  each. 
In  October  the  take  falls  off  very  much,  and  later 


t  The  Danish  pound  is  about  10  per  cent,  heavier  than 
the  English. 
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(in  November  and  December)  the  eels  only  come 
in  very  bad  weather,  moi-e  especially  when  there 
is  a  heavy  easterly  storm.  On  such  nights  several 
hundreds  of  pounds  can  be  taken  at  once,  consist- 
mg  almost  entirely  of  large  eels ;  as  soon,  how- 
ever, as  the  storm  ceases,  so  does  the  take.  The 
quantity  of  eels  taken  in  1899  was  the  largest  for 
twenty-five  years,  although  the  season  was  a  dry 
one." 

West  Jutland. 

The  reports  for  1898  and  1899  of  the  important 
hatching  and  rearing  establishment  at  Holstebro, 
which  is  subsidised  by  the  State,  contain  many 
particulars  which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  considerable 
interest  to  the  fish  culturist,  but  present  space 
will  only  admit  of  the  following  generalities : — In 
the  first  half  of  December,  1897,  344,000  sea  trout 
ova  were  put  down,  of  which  the  following  Febru- 
ary 335,500  contained  living  embryos.  Of  these 
55,000  were  disposed  of,  while  the  hatching  out 
of  the  rest  was  gone  on  with,  the  result  being 
260,000  living  fry ;  208,000  were  placed,  in  June, 
in  the  ponds  for  reaiing,  while  the  rest  were  sold. 
32,500  living  rainbow  trout  ova  were  purchased, 
the  result  being  25,000  fry  ;  of  these  20,900  were 
placed  in  the  reai'ing  ponds,  and  the  rest  sold. 

Of  the  208,000  sea  trout  fry,  172,000  were  placed 
in  six  ponds  having  a  total  area  of  3000  square 
alen,*  36,000  in  the  ponds'  principal  feeder.  The 
20,900  rainbow  trout  fry  were  put  into  a  pond 
with  an  area  of  800  square  alen.  They  were  fed 
morning  and  evening  with  finely- pounded  spleen 
from  the  beginning  of  June  until  the  end  of 
October;  in  all  18001b.  of  spleen  were  used. 
Those  placed  in  the  feeder  were  gradually  lost, 
partly  by  escaping  through  the  gratings ;  but 
when  in  the  beginning  of  November  the  young 
fish  were  taken  from  the  ponds,  there  were  found 
of  172,000  sea  trout  fry  40,000  =  23  per  cent. ;  of 
20,900  rainbow  trout  fry  10,550  =  50  per  cent. 
The  size  of  the  sea  trout  was  from  2in.  to  5in.,  or 
an  average  of  about  2|in. ;  of  the  rainbows,  fi-om 
2in.  to  6in.,  or  an  average  of  about  3in. 

As  it  happened  few  young  fish  remained  from 
the  previous  year's  (1897)  hatching ;  but  the  fol- 
lowing were  placed  in  ponds  and  fed  : 

(a)  200  rainbow  trout,  4in.  to  7in.  long,  in  a 
pond  of  2450  square  alen,  weight  101b. 

(&)  2090  sea  trout,  2in.  to  S^in.  long,  in  a  pond 
of  240  square  alen. 

(c)  1280  sea  and  brown  trout,  3^m.  to  5in.  long, 
in  a  pond  of  300  square  alen,  weight  291b. 

In  the  end  of  October  these  were  taken  out,  and 
the  results  were  as  under : 

(a)  190  rainbow  trout,  weight  521b. 

(b)  1670  sea  trout. 

(c)  1150  sea  and  brown  ti'out,  5in.  to  lOin.  long, 
weight  9mh. 

(a)  received  4501b.,  (b)  2501b.,  and  (c)  4501b.  of 
lung,  the  feeding  taking  place  once  a  day. 

Again,  115  trout,  hatched  out  in  1895,  and 
weighing  together  491b.,  were  fed  from  early  in 
spring  until  the  end  of  October ;  when  taken  out 
at  that  time,  109  of  these  fish  weighed  891b.  The 
food  supplied  consisted  of  3931b.  of  lung,  and 
was  given  once  a  day. 

From  the  preceding  year  (1897)  450  cai-p, 
weighing  841b.,  were  retained,  placed  in  four 
ponds  with  a  total  area  of  7000  square  alen,  and 
fed  with  6001b.  of  lupine  seed.  In  October  these 
were  taken  out  without  any  diminution  of  their 
number,  and  showed  a  total  weight  of  2821b.,  the 
largest  specimens  weighing  over  lib.  apiece. 
They  were  fed  two  or  three  times  a  week. 

Acording  to  the  report  from  the  same  esta- 
blishment for  1899,  of  430,000  (out  of  a  hatch  of 
451,000)  living  sea  trout  ova,  315,000  were  dis- 
posed of,  while  from  the  remaining  115,500, 
109,000  fry  were  obtained.  Of  these  12,000  only 
were  retaided  for  feeding  purposes  and  develop- 
ment, the  rest  being  disposed  of  or  released  in 
the  "  Stor  Aa." 

97,500  rainbow  and  30,000  common  trout  ova 
were  purchased,  and  from  these  74,200  and  26,000 
fry  were  obtained,  of  which  50,200  rainbow  and 
25,000  common  trout  were  retained  for  reaiing  in 
five  of  the  ponds,  the  remainder  being  sold.  The 
percentage  of  loss  was  not  as  much  as  ten.  The 
12,000  sea  trout  fry  above  referred  to  were  placed 
in  a  pond  of  280  square  alen  extent,  but  when  the 
latter  was  emptied  in  October  only  1000  of  the 
fish  could  be  found ;  they  were  from  3in.  to  5in. 
long,  ajid  weighed  15ilb.     The  50,200  rainbow 

*  1  square  alen  oontainB  4  sqnare  feet. 


fry  were  put  into  three  ponds  with  an  area  of 
1675  alen,  the  25,000  common  trout  into  two  with 
an  area  of  1200  alen ;  and  in  October  there  were 
found  13,945  rainbows  from  3in.  to  7in.  long, 
weight  426|lb.,  and  2135  common  trout,  3in.  to 
6in.  long,  weight  42Jlb.  From  June  11  to  Oct.  7, 
31311b.  of  spleen  were  supplied  to  these  fish. 

In  a  pond  with  an  area  of  2450  square  alen 
were  placed  2000  young  rainbows  and  1165  sea 
trout  from  4in.  to  7in.  long,  weighing  1291b.,  of 
the  previous  year's  hatch.  When  the  pond  was 
emptied,  on  Oct.  13,  2807  fish  were  found,  8in. 
to  14in.  long,  weighing  10861b.  There  were  also 
twenty-three  cai-p  in  the  pond  which  had  increased 
from  291b.  to  46ilb. 

46281b.  of  spleen  and  731b.  of  lung  were  supplied. 

317  two-year-old  trout  which  were  similarly  fed 
increased  from  91  fib.  to  254ilb.,  and  446  from 
76ilb.  to  206|lb. ;  150  carp,"  weighing  1061b., 
together  with  five  larger  ones,  weighing  251b., 
were  placed  in  a  pond  of  3800  square  alen  extent. 
In  October  the  five  large  ones  were  found  to 
weigh  301b.  and  146  of  the  others  2141b. 

In  the  extensive  Ringkjobing  Fjord  (a  sheet  of 
water  so  brackish  as  to  be  almost  fresh  in  places) 
and  its  neighbourhood,  it  would  appear  there  is 
room  for  improvement  in  matters  piscatorial, 
Some  years  ago  the  fishermen  were  in  the  habit 
of  preventing  the  fish  from  ascending  to  the 
spawning  beds  in  autumn  by  practically  closing 
the  mouths  of  the  rivers,  and  they  also  netted  out 
immature  fish  by  the  cartload  from  the  water- 
courses. As  a  result  the  take  of  salmon,  sea 
trout,  and  gwiniad  fell  from  74451b.,  55571b.,  and 
101,4921b.  respectively  in  1884,  to  13201b.,  4431b., 
and  92251b.  in  1891.  Regulations  were  framed, 
and  came  into  force  in  J anuary,  1893,  which  gave 
the  fish  free  access  to  the  sea  and  to  the  tributary 
streams,  with  the  result  that  a  great  improve- 
ment took  place,  and  in  three  years  the  take  of 
gwiniad  had  risen  to  152,5701b.  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  natives  returned  to  their  evil  habits  ; 
they  destroy  the  fish  in  the  spawning  season  in 
the  most  reckless  manner,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  annual  takes  are  again  falling  off.  The 
Stadil  Fjord  (fresh  water)  is  connected  with  the 
Ringkjobing  Fjord  by  a  short  stream,  and  some 
20,0001b.  of  pike  are  taken  in  it  anually,  some 
with  the  rod,  but  mostly  with  nets. 

-  Ftn,  Laaland,  Falstee,  and  Sjaelland. 
The  report  gives  many  particulars  with  regard 
to  the  numerous  lakes  in  these  parts  of  the 
country ;  a  few  are  let  for  rod  fishing  purposes, 
but  their  inhabitants — pike,  perch,  carp,  bream, 
roach,  &c. — are  mostly  captui-ed  by  other  methods, 
and  are  sent  to  market ;  it  would  be  useless  there- 
fore to  refer  to  them  in  detail. 

From  the  rod  fisherman's  point  of  view  it  may 
be  said,  speaking  generally,  that  in  Denmark 
there  is  some  fair  trout  and  grayling  fishing, 
more  especially  perhaps  the  latter,  and  that  the 
chances  are  these  will  improve,  while  the  weights, 
from  HeiT  Feddersen's  report  given  above,  abun- 
dantly prove  the  presence  in  the  slow-flowing 
water  systems  which  are  everywhere  in  evidence 
of  any  amount  of  coarse  fish.  Rugde. 


A  DAY  AMONGST  THE  GEAYLING. 


I  SEND  you  a  short  account  of  a  most  delight- 
ful day  which  I  have  lately  enjoyed.  I 
appreciated  it  the  more  that  it  was  quite  unex- 
pected. It  came  about  in  this  way.  I  had  been 
painting  for  some  weeks  on  the  Kennett,  but  had 
put  aside  waders  and  my  rod  as  not  likely  to  be 
required  again  for  many  a  month.  One  morning 
came  a  letter  from  a  fishing  friend  down  in 
Wiltshire,  enclosing  a  photo  of  a  grand  take  of 
grayling  which  he  and  a  cousin  had  caught  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Salisbury  Avon,  and 
urging  me  to  come  down  and  have  a  go  at  them 
before  the  water,  which  was  then  in  the  possession 
of  a  friend,  was  taken  over  by  the  War  Office, 
and  consequently  closed  to  us  for  ever.  It  was 
the  photograph  which  did  it,  and,  although  I 
ought  not  to  have  wasted  the  time,  I  said 
"  Yes." 

A  FIRST  VIEW  OF  THE  BITER. 

I  ran  down  over  night,  and  as  we  had  twenty 
miles  to  drive  to  our  water,  an  early  start  was 
necessary,  and  we  got  away  soon  after  six.  The 
weather  was  perfect.    A  trifle  misty  to  start  with, 


but  as  the  sun  rose  and  began  to  break  through 
the  haze  we  were  treated  to  a  succession  of  lovely 
effects,  which  were  a  gieat  delight  to  my  profes- 
sional eye.  After  ten  miles  or  so  we  struck  the 
open  downs,  and,  the  sun  beginning  to  gain 
power,  it  soon  became  positively  warm.  The  last 
mile  or  two  gave  us  frequent  glimpses  down  on  to 
the  river  which  we  were  to  fish  lower  down,  and 
our  excitement  was  worked  up  to  fever  pitch  a« 
here  and  there  a  tempting-looking  reach  would  be 
seen  to  be  thickly  dimpled  with  rising  fish.  We 
could  hardly  wait  till  we  got  to  our  own  bit,  but 
patience  was  at  last  rewarded,  and  we  eventually 
found  ourselves,  waders  on  and  rod  in  hand,  ready 
for  the  fray. 

LOVKLT  FAT  GRAYLING. 

It  was  by  this  time  quite  hot,  and  we  were  glad 
enough  to  discard  a  good  deal  of  the  clothing 
which  had  been  welcome  enough  in  the  early 
morning.  Finest  of  tackle  and  smallest  of  flies 
were  the  order  of  the  day.  Lovely  fat  grayling 
could  be  seen  in  all  directions,  basking  on  the 
shallows  and  rising  lazily  ever  and  anon  to  suck 
in  a  passing  fly.  Very  soon  some  of  them 
began  to  suck  in  some  with  stings  in  their  tails, 
and  then  the  fun  began. 

The  fish  seemed  in  the  very  pink  of  condition, 
and  game  as  trout.  The  larger  ones  of  from 
lilb.  to  l^lb.  gave  us  five  or  ten  minutes'  grand 
sport,  leaping  repeatedly  and  game  to  the  last ; 
and  when  they  did  eventually  come  to  the  net  it 
was  fighting  still,  and  upright  in  the  water.  Not 
one  was  there  that  would  turn  over  on  his  side.  Up 
to  lunch  we  had  twenty  fish  retained,  besides 
many  smaller  ones  returned. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  my  friend  suggested  an 
adjournment  to  a  large  hatch-hole  downstream, 
where  he  had  met  with  grand  sport  on  the 
previous  occasion.  He  expected  as  evening  came 
on  to  get  bigger  fish,  and  in  the  deeper  water 
have  better  sport  with  them  than  in  any  part  of 
our  water.  But  now  came  the  humiliating  part  of 
our  day.  Although  the  fish  were  rising  fast  in 
the  run  of  water  from  the  gates,  and  although 
they  continued  doing  so  till  dark,  only  one  solitary 
brace  could  we  induce  to  take.  What  the  fish 
were  after  we  could  not  ascertain,  but  although 
we  tried  nearly  every  fly  we  had,  from  tiny  midges 
fished  dry  to  huge  sedges  and  duns  fished  wet,  it 
was  all  the  same.  Had  we  not  had  a  well  filled 
basket  containing  something  over  thirty  beautiful 
fish,  it  would  indeed  have  been  most  exasperating. 
As  it  was  I  class  it  as  an  "  experience  "  not  soon 
to  be  forgotten,  but  after  all,  is  it  not  the  glorious 
uncertainty  of  angling  which  constitutes  its 
charm  ? 

Dusk  was  now  upon  us,  and  we  had  reluctantly 
to  pack  up  and  away,  and  we  were,  after  all,  not 
sorry  to  regain  the  shelter  of  our  little  inn,  where, 
the  waders  off  and  a  weU-spread  tea  table  before 
us,  we  were  able  to  talk  over  at  our  ease  the 
events  of  the  day. 

It  was  soon  time  to  be  starting  on  our  return 
drive  (another  twenty  miles),  but  a  glorious  moon 
had  now  risen  to  light  us  on  our  homeward  way ; 
and  so  ended  what  I  shall  always  recall  as  one  of 
the  pleasantest  day's  fishing  I  can  remember. 

AMONGST  THE  CHUB  AT  MABLOW. 

It  is  very  sad,  but  the  water  is  now  closed  to  us 
for  ever.  The  War  Office  people  are  taking  over 
all  the  district.  They  have,  I  believe,  six  miles  of 
water  in  all,  and  propose  to  let  it  out  to  officers  at 
£15  a  rod  (forty  rods).  Unless  they  keep  stocking, 
it  wiU  soon  be  fished  out ;  it  is  just  stiff  with 
fish  now.  I  was  at  Marlow,  painting  this  August, 
and  did  a  bit  of  whipping  for  chub  evenings.  I 
got  a  large  number,  mostly  small,  but  had  one 
grand  4-pounder  in  the  weir  pool  one  night.  He 
took  me  on  the  shallows,  and  as  I  was  very  lightly 
mounted,  got  into  the  deeps,  where  I  could  do 
little  with  him.  Of  course  we  had  no  net,  but 
young  Cox  from  the  Anglers  saw  something  was 
up,  and  put  off  in  his  punt  and  landed  the  fish  for 
me.  I  got  another  over  31b.  off  the  bushes  on  the 
way  home.  I  must  not  trouble  you  at  greater 
length,  but  to  me  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  write 
of  my  fishing  doings,  as  it  seems  to  so  recall 
events. — Shirley  Fox,  in  Thames  Angling 
News. 
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A  SNAPSHOT. 


Business  having  led  me  into  a  secluded  Kin- 
cardineshire valley  within  an  hour's  journey  from 
the  Silver  City  by  the  Sea,  but,  until  recently, 
comparatively  little  known  to  the  average 
Aberdonian,  the  familiar  scene  recalls  to  my 
memory  many  pleasant  holidays  spent  there 
some  years  ago,  when,  with  rod  in  hand,  one 
could  stroll  along  the  river  bank,  or  through  the 
quaint  little  village  nestling  at  the  water's  edge, 
without  meeting  other  than  friendly  and  familiar 
faces.  Now  all  this  is  changed,  and  the  smiling 
valley  and  old-time  hills  are  daily  rudely 
awakened  by  the  snort  and  rattle  of  motor  oars. 
The  old  folks,  too,  are  giving  place  to  a  new 
generation,  and  one  misses  on  a  Sunday  forenoon 
the  kindly  face  of  old  Peter,  the  minister's  man, 
with  whom  I  have  had  many  a  half  hour'n  crack 
at  the  water-side  on  the  peculiar  ways  of  fishes, 
women  folk,  and  such-like  kittle-cattle.  Other 
faces,  too,  are  missing,  and  my  pleasure  in  renew- 
ing acquaintance  with  this  old-world  spot  is  more 
than  tinged  with  regret  that  these  peaceful  and 
happy  days  can  never  be  again. 

This,  however,  is  by  the  way,  and  a  glimpse  of 
the  Manse  Pool  as  we  pass — where  many  a  grilse 
and  sea  trout  has  fought  the  fight  with  me,  and 
died  like  a  hero  or  left  me  lamenting — brings 
vividly  to  my  mind  a  July  morning  spent  at  its 
side  many  years  ago.    The  summer  had  been  a 
dry  one,  but  at  last  the  long  wished  for  rain  had 
come.    Slowly,  but  steadily,  it  had  fallen  for 
hours,  and  when  we  turned  in  for  the  night  it 
was  with  the  conviction  that  there  would  be  a 
rise  before  many  hours  were  past.    The  fish  were 
in  the  lower  reaches,  and  two  or  three  inches  of 
fresh  water  would  mean  sport.  Three  o'clock,  then, 
next  morning  finds  ua  on  our  way  to  the  water, 
but  at  the  bridge  a  glance  is  suflacient  to  show  us 
that  our  hopes  are  doomed  to  disappointment. 
Half  an  inch  at  the  very  outside  is  the  extent  of 
the  fresh  we  so  anxiously  looked  for,  while  not  a 
breath  of  wind  stirs  the  surface  of  the  pool,  which 
lies  like  a  mirror  in  the  grey  light.    However,  now 
we  are  up,  wb  may  as  well  have  a  cast,  and  before 
many  minutes  a  grilse  rises  to  me,  but  comes 
short.   A  rest  and  a  change  is  tried,  but  in  vain, 
and  we  move  off  to  try  our  luck  elsewhere.   A  few 
trout  only,  taken  Ln  the  hard  water,  reward  us, 
and  seven  o'clock  finds  us  by  the  Manse  Pool 
again  seated  on  the  bank  and  enjoying  a  pipe, 
despite  the  heat,  the  flies,  and  the  aggravation  of 
seeing  some  half  dozen  grilse  plunging  in  the 
pool.    Soon  the  heat  becomes  oppressive,  and  the 
water  looks  so  inviting  that  a  swim  is  suggested 
and  carried  tiem  con.    A  nice  worm  which  had 
been  used  in  the  trouting  is  on  my  "  Stewart," 
and,  as  a  forlorn  hope,  although  the  pool  is 
as  dead  as  a  ditch,   it  is  thrown  out,  and 
the  rod  left  on  the  bank  with  the  reel  free, 
in  the  event  of  contingencies.   The  water  is  cool 
and  refreshing,  and  as  I  bask  in  3ft.  of  water  at 
the  top  of  the  pool,  50yds.  from  my  rod,  a  grilse 
springs  near  the  spot  where  it  is  lying,  and  a  wild 
scream  of  the  reel  tells  me  the  something  unlooked 
for  has  happened,  and  sends  me  out  of  the  water 
and  down  the  bank  like  a  deer,  without  thought 
of  my  condition  of  unclothedness.    See  me,  then, 
on  the  top  of  the  bank,  in  full  view  of  the  public 
road — forgotten  for  the  time  being— and  the 
manse,  shouting  to  my  friends  for  my  shirt  and 
trews,  while  the  victim  of  my  poaching  makes 
downstream  as  if  he  had  suddenly  remembered 
that  he  had  a  pressing  engagement  a  mUe  ofE,  I 
following  him  as  best  I  could  through  whins  and 
broom,  and  later — with  my  shirt  on — while  the 
mail    gig   passes    within   30yds.,    well  filled 
with  passengers,  not  exclusively  of  the  male 
sex,    and    my    friends    of    the    manse  from 
a  little  further  off  greet  me  with  uproarious 
laughter,   and    you    have    a    snapshot  which 
I,  at  least,  would  not  care  to  see  printed.  The 
pace  is  too  hot  to  last,  however,  and  within  a  few 
minutes  a  pretty  grilse  is  lying  on  the  bank  at  my 
feet,  and  I  have  time  to  see  to  my  appearance. 

I  have  killed  many  fish  in  the  pool  since,  but 
this  one  will  live  in  my  memory  for  good,  and 
even  had  I  the  inclination  to  forget  the  little 
incident,  there  is  a  photo  imprinted  in  the 
memory  of  two  or  three  friends,  which,  judging 
from  its  freshness  and  growth  in  detail  when 
produced— as  is  regularly  done  when  the  holiday 
season  wears  round— no  exposure  can  spoil,  nor 
time  efface.    •  D.  A.  P. 


AFTER  SEA  TROUT  IN  THE  GIANT'S 
CORNER. 

It  was  a  sight  which  would  have  set  any 
angler's  heart  beating  and  made  him  grip  his  rod 
with  fingers  itching  for  the  cast. 

At  the  head  of  the  lake  of  peat-coloured  water 
a  bum  found  its  way  into  the  loch  over  a  broad 
bed  of  sand,  50yds.  across  at  the  entrance,  but 
narrowing  to  a  few  yards  at  the  bend,  where  the 
bum  was  lost  to  sight. 

The  shallow  spread  some  distance  into  the  loch, 
but  gradually  deepened,  untU  the  bottom,  which 
loomed  through  the  water  for  60yds.  out  from 
the  shore,  became  invisible  to  the  keenest  eyes. 

AU  over  the  shallow  water,  from  the  verge  of 
the  deep  right  up  over  the  sand  to  where  the  burn 
vanished  round  the  bend,  great  fish  were  on  the 
move^ — the  giants  who  during  all  the  late  summer 
and  early  autumn  had  haunted  the  two  lakes 
below,  and  were  now  gathered  at  the  head  of  the 
uppermost  water  of  the  chain,  waiting  for  the 
spate  which  would  carry  them  to  connubial  bliss, 
or,  failing  that  spate,  to  spawn  in  the  sand  beds 
of  the  lake  itself. 

The  fish  were  rising  and  plunging  everywhere, 
and  the  water  boiled  again  with  their  restless 
movements.  And  about  them  clung  a  romance 
rarely  associated  with  wild  fish.  Each  and  all 
had  been  denizens  either  of  the  shallow  lake  next 
the  sea  or  of  the  lake  above  it,  fished  daily  by  four 
rods  from  two  boats.  Every  fish  must  often  have 
seen  three  flies  pass  dancing  and  darting  over 


Experiment  alone  would  show  the  real  mood  of 
the  fish,  or,  at  least,  of  such  of  them  as  could  be 
cast  over  and  identified  as  behaving  in  a  certain 
way,  and  hence  of  probably  being  in  a  certain 
mood  prior  to  the  cast. 

A  great  jumper,  who  suddenly  changed  jumping 
for  sailing — a  fish  who  was  showing  just  a  few 
feet  from  where  the  bottom  was  lost — was  the 
first  to  be  offered  the  flies.  He  came  at  once ; 
first  with  a  slow  rise,  and  then  with  a  graceful 
side  rush  and  swirl,  and  took  the  fly.  Unfor- 
tunately it  slipped  sideways  through  his  mouth 
without  holding.  Thereafter  he  gave  two  boils  at 
the  fly,  and  a  low,  lazy  swirl.  His  mood  was 
clear ;  he  would  have  taken. 

But  the  others  were  different.  All,  or  nearly 
all,  seemed  willing  to  come  at  the  fly,  and  they  i 
came  in  all  kinds  of  ways;  but  not  one  would 
really  take  it.  No  matter  what  one  did,  not  a 
fish  was  hooked,  and  none  were  even  felt,  save  a 
few  that  touched  the  gut  in  their  roll. 

A  curious  feature  of  the  rise — if  it  can  be  so 
called — was  that  all  the  time  it  was  in  progress 
the  brown  trout  of  the  loch,  "  dour  "  enough  fish 
at  most  times,  were  rising  and  taking  freely,  over 
a  dozen,  from  |lb.  to  l|lb.,  being  landed  and 
returned  in  an  hour.  Such  sport  in  June  would 
have  been  a  pleasant  surprise.  ^  In  October  it  was 
an  irony  of  angling  fate. 

And  the  sequel  was  also  curious.  The  passage 
of  the  boat  over  the  shallow  water  put  the  big 
fish  off  the  "  move,"  and,  in  fact,  drove  them  into 
the  deeps.  There.they  renewed  their  gambols,  and 


South  Uist  Sea  Trout  (Lowee  Kildoean). 


his  head  in  calm  and  in  storm,  under  sunshine 
and  cloud.  Most  of  them  must  have  sent  the 
blood  with  sudden  start  through  the  heart  of 
some  angler  with  a  heavy  swirling  rise  at  the  fly. 
Many  of  them  must  have  known  the  sudden  prick 
of  the  hook,  the  fierce  and  strange  restraint  of 
rod  and  line,  at  an  early,  middle,  or  late  period  in 
their  course  from  smolt  to  herling,  from  herling 
to  adult  sea  trout,  and  from  "  good  fish  "  to  giant. 

Each,  therefore,  was  a  fish  with  a  story,  and  on 
this  misty  afternoon  in  late  October  they  were  on 
the  move,  not  in  the  ordinary,  but  in  the  extra- 
ordinary sense  of  the  phrase.  They  were  not 
"  sailing,"  or  rolling,  or  "  jumping  "  merely.  They 
were  doing  all  three  by  turns,  and  none  for  long. 
One  moment  a  great  brown  body  swept  in  head- 
to-tail  leap  from  the  water;  the  next  the  same 
fish  would  sail  round  in  a  circle,  his  back  fin  and 
tail  alternately  showing ;  a  few  minutes  later  he 
would  come  up  with  a  fierce  boil  that  churned 
water  into  foam,  or  with  a  slow-pacing  swirl 
indicative  of  yet  another  and  far  different  mood. 

Would  such  fish  take  ?  The  writer's  experience 
—a  fairly  wide  one  of  the  sea  trout  in  all  its  moods 
in  every  kind  of  weather  and  many  waters — could 
furnish  no  satisfactory  answer  to  the  question. 
According  to  all  the  rules,  that  sailing  fish  should 
take,  that  jumper  should  refuse  any  lure  on  nine- 
teen out  of  twenty  occasions,  that  fierce,  swirling 
riser  should  come  either  with  the  fury  of  the 
tiger,  or  slow  and  hesitating,  as  a  fish  whose  mood 
is  changing. 


as  we  rowed  down  the  loch  and  lost  sight  of  its 
upper  end  in  the  mist,  the  last  sight  we  saw  was 
a  great  fish  in  the  air,  and  the  last  sound  we 
heard  was  the  sounding  splash  of  another,  which 
mocked  our  failure. 

If  they  escaped  the  crofters  and  the  other  perils 
of  the  uplands  the  giants  were  safe  for  another 
season,  and  they  seemed  to  know  it. 

Hamish  Stuaet, 


AN  EVENING  ON  THE  LAUNE. 

A  PISHEEMAN  can  sometimes  be  too  philan- 
thropic, and  though  the  case  in  point  had  little  to 
do  with  true  generosity,  it  may  possibly  serve  as 
warning  to  over-kindly  brothers  of  the  angle. 
Some  years  ago,  at  Killorglin,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Kerry,  I  rented  for  the  season,  at  the  absurdly 
low  sum  of  £5,  about  200yds.  of  the  river  Laune, 
which  is  the  outlet  of  the  Killarney  lakes,  and 
flows  into  the  sea  about  a  mile  below  the  town. 
My  water  consisted  of  a  rapid  run  into  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  salmon  pools  on  the  river,  a  deep 
and  smaller  pool  next  with  a  nice  run  in  on  my 
side,  followed  by  a  long  and  splendid  stretch  of 
stream  about  22yds.  wide.  The  last  two  bits  were 
the  best  for  trout,  and  were  well  stocked  with  nice- 
sized  fish — sea  trout  in  the  season,  and  what  were 
known  as  "slob  trout,"  i.e.,  ordinary /ano,  which 
love  to  keep  to  the  tidal  reaches.  These  fish  are 
thinly  spotted  with  fine  shades  of  pink  when 
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freshly  killed  ;  tlieir  flesb,  too,  is  better  flavoured 
than  even  sea  ti-out,  and  has  brown  streaks  like 
that  of  the  mackerel.  The  place  was  about 
two  miles  above  the  town.  A  brother  of  the 
rector,  a  young  man  of  fifty-five  summers, 
popularly  known  as  "  Bonnie  Jem  "  from  his 
exubei'ant  spirits,  was  a  friend  of  mine,  and 
though  not  a  disciple  of  Old  Izaak,  had  often 
expressed  a  wish  to  accompany  me  in  a  piscatory 
exoarsion.  For  two  or  three  evenings  towards 
the  end  of  a  particularly  balmy  April,  my  throats 
wouldna'  buckle  to,  and  three  fish  was  all  I  could 
show  on  that  preceding  the  date  of  my  tale. 
These  were  sufficient,  however,  to  inspire 
"Bonnie"  with  passive  Waltonianism,  and  his 
soul  yearned  to  witness  a  take. 

Supposing  that  my  luck  would  be  much  the 
same,  I  invited  him  to  come  and  see  how  these 
cunning  trout  could  laugh  at  the  blandishment  of 
fur  and  feathers;  and,  moreover,  promised  him 
the  whole  of  my  prospective  captures. 

We  set  off  about  six,  accompanied  by  my  Irish 
groom,  Teddy,  who,  under  my  auspices,  had 
become  an  expert  wielder  of  the  landing-net.  As 
the  fiSh  were  getting  educated  I  used  gossamer 
tackle,  and,  the  water  being  low,  very  small  flies. 
My  point  fly  was  an  old  favourite — dark  blue  floss 
body,  ribbed  fine  silver  twist,  starling  wing  lying 
flat,  and  black  hackle,  and  for  dropper,  a  Green 
Partridge ;  hooks,  14  Limerick. 

When  we  arrived,  and  all  was  ready,  "  Bonnie  " 
lit  up  one  of  the  only  two  pipes  he  allowed  him- 
self fer  diem — strong  twist  at  that — and  prepared 
to  enjoy  himself.  I  did  the  latter,  ^er  se  qualified 
by  doubts.  Yet  it  was  a  lovely  warm  evening, 
with  a  gentle  west  wind  upstream,  and  trout, 
as  we  all  know,  like  the  ladies — with  reverence  be 
it  spoken — are  capricious.  But  not  a  rise  was  to 
be  seen.  "  '  Bonnie,'  my  son,"  quoth  I,  as  in  my 
turn  I  reddened  for  luck,  "  I'm  afraid  we'll  draw 
a  blank  ;  the  beggars  don't  seem  on."  He  looked 
BO  blank  himself  at  this  that  I  commenced  opera- 
tions, and  had  not  made  three  casts  before  I  heard 
the  welcome  "  flop,"  followed  by  several  others.  I 
put  the  Black  Hackle  a  foot  before  the  nearest, 
and  though  he  went  for  it  like  a  good  one,  he 
proved  to  be  but  a  pounder,  and  was  speedily 
displayed  on  the  sward.  One,  anyhow.  To  our 
mutual  satisfaction  and  my  surprise  another  came 
to  the  next  cast,  and  was  duly  netted  after  a  little 
romp — l:|^lb.  Two  minutes  more  and  the  flash  of 
2i  broadside  with  a  muttered  "  Confound  it ;  hit 
him  too  hard,"  from  me,  proclaimed  that  there 
was  a  rise  on.  I  was  soon  fast  in  a  third,  and  got 
him ;  same  size  as  last.  "  Hurrah  !  another,  by 
Jove ! "  and  after  a  bit  of  play,  lilb.  of  trout 
dant^ed  on  thegrass.  This  was  a  beautifully  spotted 
brownie,  and  Bonnie  Jem's  eyes  sparkled  as  he 
waltzed  around  it  amid  clouds  of  smoke.  Nowl  had 
several  ladies  of  the  neighbouring  families  who 
had  been  very  hospitable  to  me  on  my  trout  list, 
and  I  thought,  with  a  vague  sense  of  annoyance, 
of  the  promise  to  my  enthusiastic  companion. 
But  regrets  were  useless,  and  the  fish  evidently 
meant  business,  and  showing  nice  play,  for  they 
were  lusty  fellows.  Three  more  followed  in  quick 
succession,  scaling  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  9oz.,  and 
lib.  loz.,  and  the  creel  began  to  look  respectable. 
I  had  got  aU  these  ia  the  long  stickle,  and  now 
went  up  and  threw  a  short  line  into  the  run  of  the 
small  pool.  "  In  him  again,  Bonnie  !  "  I  mur- 
mured, as  I  struck  and  fastened  a  good  one  on  the 
stretcher.  Whir-r-r  went  the  reel,  as  he  raced  up 
and  down  the  pool,  I  wheeling  in  as  often  as  I 
dared,  for  his  rushes  were  incessant.  In  five 
minutes  Teddy  got  him— a  nice  "  slob  "  of  IJlb. 
A  phenomenal  piece  of  luck  followed,  for  in  the 
very  next  cast  and  in  the  same  spot  to  an  inch  I 
was  fast  again,  and  secured  my  fish,  which  turned 
out  to  be  the  same  weight  to  a  fraction — twin 
brothers.  By  this  time  my  man  was,  with  true 
Hibernian  excitability,  rather  off  his  head,  and 
indignantly  whispered,  "Arrah!  sure  ye  won't 
give  all  thim  to  Mister  Bonnie,"  hinting,  too,  that 

"Mrs.  would  never  forgive  me  if  she  heard  of 

it."  I  now  noticed  a  fine  fish  showing  his  neb  at 
the  other  side  of  the  pool,  and  I  put  the  Black 
Hackle  Sin.  above  him  with  unusual  ease.  I 
think  a  man  always  fishes  better  when  he  is 
having  a  run  of  luck  (it  is  just  the  same  in  snipe 
shooting).  It  was  greedily  sucked  in,  and  then 
began  the  fight  of  the  evening.  It  was  growing 
dusk,  and  as  I  lowered  my  point  to  several  violent 
leaps  I  trembled  for  my  drawn  gut.  Teddy's 
excitement  now  broke  bounds.   "  Begor,  sir,  if  ye 


lose  him  I'll  lep  in  afther  him,"  he  yelled,  as  he 
danced  a  breakdown  behind  me.  I  soothed  him 
gently,  and  at  last  brought  his  troutship  to  net. 
He  was  a  "  slob,"  and  turned  the  scale  at  2|lb.— a 
short,  deep  fish.  I  went  on,  of  course,  but  the 
rise  was  over,  and  in  half  an  hour  we  started  for 
mine  inn,  where  I  handed  over  the  creel  to  my 
friend,  who  marched  off  blithely  whistling  a  polka. 
It  was  no  wonder ;  four  and  a  half  brace  weighing 
151b.  he  carried,  a  nice  little  bit  of  wet  fly  work 
for  two  hours'  fishing.  Black  Hackt.e. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Thk  chairman  of  Monday's  meeting,  Mr.  C.  H. 
By  waters,  drew  more  blanks  than  pn'zss  when  he  asked 
for  the  angling  experiences  cf  members  since  the  last 
weekly  gathering.  Trom  the  Thames,  Coin?,  and  Kennet 
came  the  same  report— want  of  eport.  At  Uxbridge, 
although  the  water  was  somewhat  coloured,  everything 
was  c  ff,  nothing  having  been  taken  worth  recording.  It 
was  interesting  to  learn,  however,  in  connection  with  the 
society  s  fishery  here,  that  the  mudding  of  the  mill  stream 
IS  almost  completed.  The  work  has  been  thoroughly 
done,  and  when  the  job  is  finished  the  members  will  have 
a  long  extra  piece  of  water  to  fish,  which  has  not  been 
available  hitherto  by  reason  of  the  mass  of  weeds  which 
flourished  unattended  to  in  the  stretch.  Daep  holes  have 
been  cleined  out,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of  mud 
extracted,  leaving  in  most  places  a  fine  gravelly  bottom. 
On  Sunday  evening  a  member  walking  up  the  banks  saw 

tS      '  little,  rising  well  at  some  fly  which  was 

on  the  water.  Considering  that  it  was  bitterly  cold  on  the 
i^oferred  to,  it  was  somewhat  extraordinary  to  find 
chub  so  active  as  they  undoubtedly  were.  In  fact,  it 
seems  that  the  best  rises  of  fly  on  this  part  of  the  Colne 
take  place  towards  the  close  of  the  year.  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  did  not  visit  Newbury  again  after  the  Kennet 
roach,  but  jjurneyed  to  Shiplake  instead.  His  eport 
on  the  Thames  was  of  the  poorest  description.  The  water 
was  as  bright  as  at  midsummer,  despite  the  rain  which 
has  fallen,  and  there  was  very  little  stream.  Added  to 
this  there  had  been  a  sharp  frost  over  night,  followed 
by  a  strong  sun,  so  that  it  was  a  matter  for 
no  surprise  that  roach  refused  t3  take.  At  Deal,  Mr. 
J,  E.  Evans  had  taken  seven  score  of  fine  whiting,  one  fish 
weighing  over  21b.  Other  members  had  nothing  to  relate 
in  the  way  of  experiences.  The  society's  winter  pro- 
gramme has  been  posted  to  members.  From  it  it  appears 
that  the  first  item  is,  of  course,  the  annual  snppsr,  when 
the  vice-president,  Mr.  Horace  Brown,  will  take  the  chair. 
A  capital  musicxl  menu  has  been  arranged  for,  and  it  is 
fully  anticipated  that  the  gathering  will  be  a  record  one, 
jadging  of  the  popularity  of  the  gentleman  who  has  so 
kindly  consented  to  preside.  On  Deo.  3  Mr.  Arthur  R. 
Matthews  will  lecture  on  "Winter  Roach  Baits,"  and 
later  on  papers  will  be  read  by  the  following  members: 
Mr.  G.  J.  Chatterton  on  grayling,  Mr.  Horace  H. 
Brown,  Mr.  J.  W.  Ziehnsdorf,  Capt.  A,  E.  Hajwaid 
Pinch,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  and  Mr.  Chas.  E.  Walker. 
Members  are  reminded  in  connection  with  the  Eupper  that 
this  function  will  commence  punctually  at  7.30  p.m. ,  and 
not  eight  o'clock.  This  is  necessitated  in  order  to  get 
through  with  comfort  the  after-supper  programme  wliich 
the  entertainment  committee  has  provided. 

M.  G.  B,  i>E  0. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETT. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  at  the 
Restaurant  Fraeoiti,  Oxfcrd-strest,  W.,  on  Wednesday, 
Nov.  14,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr,  C.  O.  Miuchin  in  the  chair,  the 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  hon.  sec.  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Margate,  Broadstairs,  and  Southend ;  also  letters  from 
the  following  :  Mr.  Coife,  fishing  at  Deal,  with  his  wife, 
took  nineteen  score  good  whiting  in  five  hours ;  Mr. 
Parker,  fishing  at  Deal,  on  Nov.  14,  took  eighty-nine 
whiting  and  pouting,  weighing  401b.  The  following 
experiences  were  then  given  by  members  present :  Mr. 
Bates,  fishing  at  Deal,  on  Nov.  10,  took  ten  score  good 
whiting;  on  Nov.  11,  seven  score  whiting,  eleven  best 
weighing  2§lb.  each,  also  a  few  codling ;  on  Nov.  12,  out 
fcr  only  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  took  one  and  a  half 
Ecore.  Mr.  R.  C.  Prestjc-Gardener  and  the  hon. 
sec,  at  Deal,  on  Nov.  10  and  11,  had  very  good 
sport  with  the  whiting,  taking  about  twenty-four  ecore, 
a'so  three  c idling;  about  half  tha  whiting  were  over  lib., 
and  the  bist  Iflb.  Mesaia.  Taylor  and  Carman,  fishing 
off  Palm  Bay,  took  four  and  a  half  score  whiting  and 
pouti.g  (se7eral  over  lib.),  three  codling  from  r>\h.  to  C.b. 
each,  and  a  cocgtr  of  31b.  Mr.  MauU,  at  Newhaven, 
found  the  whitiog  splendid,  thirty  of  those  taken  by 
him  weighing  over  21b.  each,  and  none  were  under  lib. 
The  hon.  sec.  announced  that  the  society's  annual  pier 
competition  at  Deal  was  successfully  carried  out  on 
Nov.  10, 11,  and  12.  The  largest  takes  for  the  three  days 
were  ai  follows  :  Nov.  10,  Mr.  G.  E  Beasley,  four  co31ir.g 
and  three  whiting,  weighing  91b,  8jz.;  on  Nov.  11,  Mr, 
F.  G.  Mackace  s,  one  codling,  one  pouting,  and  whiting, 
weighing  91b.  ;  on  Nov.  12,  Mr.  L.  B.  Wrightson,  five 
whitiog,  Wcigliog  31b.  9oz.  The  list  of  prize  winners  will 
be  publiehed  after  they  have  been  awarded  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  hon.  sec,  reported  that  he  hid  received  no 
names  of  memb(ri  desirous  of  ha\iog  railway  carriages 
reserved,  and  hence  to  arrangements  have  been  made.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  toast  to  the  British 
Sea  Anglers,  with  which  was  coupled  the  names  of  Mr, 
and  Mrs.  Clements,  closed  the  meeting. 

Ohaelbs  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec), 


QRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Chastknev  was  voted  to  the  chair  at  the  meeting 
held  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  There  were  a  fairly  good 
number  of  members  competing  for  the  challenge  ccp  at 
Deal,  the  choice  of  fishing  either  on  Fiiday  or  Saturday, 
Nov.  9  and  10,  being  allowed  this  year.  The  weather 
experienced  was  not  favourable  to  heavy  bags,  and  as  the 
fish  weighed-in  were  not  up  to  the  standard  adopted  for 
tbis  compztition  ly  the  society,  the  cup  was  not  won. 
The  takes  being  linht,  many  members  did  not  return  to 
scale.  Mr.  Allen,  fishing  with  Mr.  Vail,  on  Friday  latt, 
had  a  codling  of  4ilb.  and  plenty  of  small  fish,  and  on 
Mondiy  last  foupd  the  water  very  rough.  Mr.  Maisball, 
three  score  whiting,  three  oodUng  of  2ib.  each ;  and 
another  day,  two  score  whiting.  The  following  ate  the 
weights  as  taken  by  Dr.  Patterson  of  fish  captured  by 
those  who  fijhed  on  Friday,  and  showed  their  take; 
Basten,  ••i2ilb. ;  Close,  37ib.  ;  Dickins,  271b. ;  Lewis, 
361b.;  Young,  .33:b  ;  G,  Manll,  2olb. ;  Page,  29Jlb. ; 
Patkor.  13|lb,  ;  Df.  Patterson,  371b  ;  E.  W.  Walker. 
371b.  Mr.  Connellan,  fishing  on  Sa.tnrday  last,  had 
three  score  and  six,  nothing  large;  another  day,  two 
score  whiting  only,  three  small  codling,  nothing  over  21b. 
Mr.  Basten  had  a  whiting  of  1  ;lb.  amongst  his  catch.  Mr 
Close  fished  on  Saturday,  and,  though  it  was  a  nice  bright 
day,  and  far  more  likely  for  sport,  he  did  not  do  so  well  ai 
on  the  Friday.  He,  however,  caught  whiting,  codling, 
and  conger,  and  a  nice  lobster  of  31b.  Mr.  E.  MauU,  on 
Saturday,  three  jcore  whiting;  and  Mr.  Gibjon,  pouting, 
whiting,  and  codling.  Altogether  there  were  sixteen  com- 
patitors  at  Deal,  taking  the  two  days.  Mr.  Buckingham, 
perch  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Chasteney,  twentj-three 
fair-sized  whiting,  but  he  reported  the  whiting  were 
going  off.  Mr.  Gray,  roach  and  dace  from  Manning- 
tree.  Several  other  members  had  been  out,  but  did  not 
meet  with  success.  Da  Tuesday  next  a  Bohemian  concert 
has  been  arranged  for — ladies  are  specially  invited— and  it 
is  hoped  members  and  their  friends  will  attend  early,  as 
the  concert  is  timed  to  commence  at  eight  o'clock  sharp. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  will  take  the  chair.  There  will  be  a 
good  selection  of  vocal  and  instrumental  mufic,  and  it  u 
hoped  a  good  muster  of  friends  will  be  present. 

Masons'  Hall  Tavern,        J.  H,  Walker,  Eon.  Sec. 
Coleman-Btraet,  E  C. 


KIPLING  ON  FISHING. 

Why  is  it  that  when  I  open  a  book  by  chance  I  open  it 
to  a  paragraph  about  fishing  or  fish,  if  it  so  happens  that 
the  book  contains  anything  upon  these  subjects  y  It  was 
in  this  way  that  I  chanoed  upon  Kipling's  mention  of 
salmon  fishing  en  the  Pacific  coast,  and  lately  I  noticed 
in  the  library  at  home  a  book  strange  to  me,  and  took  it 
from  the  shelf  and  opened  it.  It  was  "  The  Day's  Work," 
by  Kipling,  and  it  opened  naturally  in  my  hand  to  a  page 
where  my  eye  caught  the  word  "  tarpon,"  and  so  I  read 
the  paragraph  containing  it.  It  was  in  "  'The  Brushwood 
Boy,"  and  the  author  gays  : 

"  He  became  a  member  of  the  local  Tent  Club,  and 
chased  the  mighty  boar  on  horseback  with  a  short  stabbing 
spear.  There  he  met  the  mahseer  of  the  Poonch,  beside 
whom  the  tarpon  is  as  a  herring,  and  he  who  lands  him 
can  say  he  is  a  fisherman." 

I  do  not  know  as  Mr.  Kipling  has  ever  taken  a  tarpon 
to  compare  his  fighting  qualities  with  the  big  carp  of 
India,  but  Mr.  Alfred  C.  Harmsworth,  who  wrote  of 
tarpon  fishing  in  Forest  and  Stream  at  my  request  after 
a  visit  to  Florida  for  the  purpose  of  tarpon  fishing,  has 
since  been  to  India,  and  upon  his  return  to  LoLdon  wrote 
me  that,  except  for  the  heat,  India  would  be  the  finest 
fishing  country  in  the  world.  He  did  not  epjcify  the  kinds 
of  fish  he  found  there,  nor  did  he  compare  the  mahfeer 
with  the  tarpon,  as  probably  he  could  ;  but  if  the  big  carp 
is  really  so  much  superior  to  the  big  herring-like  fighter 
of  Florida  and  Texas,  that  the  Yankee  anglers  have  come 
to  think  is  the  greatest  fighting  fish  of  all  the  list,  it  would 
be  well  that  we  knew  more  of  the  giant  cxrp.  I  dcubt  if 
any  mahseer  that  swims  can  equal  the  jamp  that  I  saw  a 
tarpon  make  in  Florida,  an  unhooked  tarpon  ;  but  I  never 
have  seen  a  oomparis  on  made  between  the  tvo  fiah  until 
I  read  what  I  have  quoted  from  Mr.  Kipling's  pen,  and  he 
has  not  qualified  as  a  jadga.  The  "  Eacyolopaedia  of 
Sport "  has  this  to  say  of  the  mahseer  : 

"  The  mahseer,  commonly  running  to  501b.  in  weight, 
and  attaining  as  much  as  1501b.,  has  its  habitat  only  in 
large,  rocky  mountain  rivers." 

Its  habitat  would  make  it  a  more  difficult  fish  to  deal 
with  when  hooked  than  the  tarpon,  but  apparently  it  does 
not  grow  to  the  weight  of  the  tarpon.  To  continue  the 
description  :  "  It  is  the  most  sporting  fish  in  the  East,  the 
violence  of  its  first  rush  on  feeling  the  restraint  of  the 
hook  b^ing  phenomenal,  and  constituting  a  special  d.fliculty 
in  its  capture.  It  does  not  take  the  bait  as  a  salmon  or 
trout  ordiaarily  does,  leisurely  rising  and  leisurely  return- 
ing to  its  place,  bat  with  a  sudden  blow,  which  takes  the 
angler  by  surprise,  and  which  will  even  jerk  the  salmon 
rod  out  cf  his  hands,  if  he  is  unprepared.  And  this  blow 
is  instantly  followed  by  a  violent  rush,  to  whic'i  the  run 
of  a  salmon  can  bear  no  comparison.  The  rapidity  cf  the 
dash  is  accounted  for  measurements  of  the  tail  and  fins 
as  compared  with  the  rest  of  the  body  of  the  fish,  which 
show  that  the  aaperficial  areas  of  the  propelling  enl 
directing  powers  amount  together  to  as  much  as  the 
superficial  ana  of  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  mahseer's 
body.  The  sudden  jerk  and  violent  lush  make  it  neces- 
sary to  fish  for  it  with  a  thoroughly  pliable  salmon  rod 
that  wi  1  yield  to  the  first  rush  more  rapidly  than  it  is 
possible  for  the  angler's  hand  to  do — to  sield,  indeed, 
before  the  effect  of  the  blow  has  even  reached  the  angler's 
hand,  and  so  to  allow  the  line  to  run  out,  but  for  which 
the  strongest  tackle  that  can  be  well  used  with  a  rod 
must  be  broken.   The  tackle,  too,  must  be  good  and 
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strong,  and  the  ruDuing  line,  the  same  as  for  salmon, 
shoold  be  150  yards  long.  Other  rushes  also  the  mahseer 
will  make  before  he  yields,  but  none  such  as  his  first  for 
ittddenness  and  rapidity." 

Tne  mahseer  has  no  teeth  in  its  leathery  mouth,  but 
it  has  some  cruel  teeth  in  its  throat.  I  have  some  that 
Mr.  Marston  sent  me  without  giving  the  size  of  the  fish 
from  which  they  were  taken,  but  they  seem  large  and 
strong  enough  to  compire  them  with  the  teeth  of  a  tiger, 
provided  the  tiger  selected  for  comparison  is  not  too 
large.  Perhaps  Mr.  Harmsworth,  having  had  experience 
with  both  fishes,  will  give  the  readers  of  Forest  and 
tftrcain  a  paragraph  or  two  from  his  note  book,  which 
■would  be  more  convincing  than  the  broad  assertion  mide 
by  Mr.  Kipling,  who  may  have  written  under  a  licence 
issued  to  poats. — A.  N.  Cheney,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


_  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ("65  mln.  for  Kew. 

..^J40  „     ,,   Putney.  4,1,1  J  75   „     „  Richmond. 

^""i45  „     „  Hammersmith.  ■*'^°)80   ,,     „  Twickenham, 
(so  „    „  Barnes.  (,85   „     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hiqh  Water  at  London  BBisai. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Nov.  17    in.is   10.48 

Sunday,          „  18    11. 1(!    11.43 

Monday,  li*    —    6 

Tuesday,        „  20    0.28    0.48 

■Wednesday,     „  21    1.  7    1.20 

Thursday,       ,,  22    1.43   ,   2.  0 

Friday,           ,,  23    2.1ii    2..">4 

HISH  '^ATEB  AT  AHBBBLBT  AND  PULBOROOaH. 

Momlrg.  Evening. 

Saturday,    'Nov.    17    10..V,   >   11.2.s 

Sunday,       '   „       IS    11  5$    12  23 

Monday,         ,,      19    0.4n    0.4G 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Gexeeal  Remarks. — The  Thames  at  the 
opening  of  the  week  had  again  bec3me  quite  clear,  and 
very  paor  sport  was  expeiienced.  Monday  and  Tuesday 
were  bid  days  for  fishing,  there  being  rain  and  heavy 
wind.  There  was  a  considerable  fall  of  rain  on  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  so  that  the  river  has  become  slightly 
coloured  once  more.  The  upper  reaches,  however,  have 
not  been  much  affacted,  and  fish  have  only  been  cxught  by 
angling  in  deep  water.  A  very  fair  number  of  roach  have 
been  had  in  the  tidal  part  of  the  stream.  At  Kingston 
Mr.  A.  Drinkwater  has  had  a  few  roach  opposite  Bndden 
and  Halt's  boathouse ;  largest,  Jib.  Mr.  A.  W. 
Homersham,  out  with  Johnson,  below  Kingston  Bridge,  on 
Weilaesday,  only  had  a  few  fish.  Mr.  B.  Pope  has  had 
parch  op  to  |lb.  At  the  Waterworks  Wall,  between 
Sarbiton  ami  Ditton,  I  had  a  roach  of  lib.  12Joz.,  which  is 
being  set  uo  (with  another  roach  of  the  same  size)  by  Mr. 
6.  Sinibalili.  The  "  eewer  "  swim  at  Surbiton  has  not 
fished  well  this  week,  but  this  would  be  a  good  time  to 
try  there,  as  the  road  washings  which  enter  the  river  at 
this  point  attract  the  fish.  Several  bank  anglerg  have 
been  out,  but  as  a  rule  have  met  with  very  inferior  spoit. 
This  was  principally  on  account  of  the  1 0  w  and  clear  condition 
of  the  water.  There  has  been  very  little  stream  even  in 
the  csntre  of  the  channel.  A  good  heavy  fall  of  rain  is 
still  necessary  to  improve  sport.  A  few  anglers  have  tried 
the  jick  abava  Teddington  weir,  but  only  a  few  small  fish 
have  been  had.  At  Thames  Ditton  it  has  only  been 
possible  to  get  small  roach,  though  this  spot  has  been  wqU 
shelteied  from  the  wind  during  the  week.  ()a  Thursday 
morning  (he  liver  boie  a  milky  white  appearance,  which  is 
not  good  for  fishing.  The  colour,  however,  became  more 
pronounced  later  in  the  day,  bat  unless  the  rain  continues 
ai  it  has  done  during  the  week  the  water  will  soon  get 
clear  again. — F.  H.  A. 

  (Eton). — The  water  still  remains  very  clear,  and 

sport  continues  to  be  very  slow.  Jack  are  not  much  on 
the  move,  which  is  clearly  proved  when  two  well-known 
anglers,  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Cartwright,  piloted  by  John 
Keene,  met  with  no  beliter  success  than  to  creel  no  more 
than  two  brace  of  fish  on  Saturday  last,  spinning  every 
1  k  ?ly  spot  from  Bray  Lock  to  Windsor.  I  turned  into  the 
river  on  Nov.  8  a  further  consignment  of  three  and  a  half 
dozen  good  jiok  for  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Preservation 
Association, — Cecil  Howlett. 

—  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  a  nice  colour  and  a 
good  stream  running.  There  is  still  a  lot  of  leaves  in  the 
witer,  which,  perhaps,  keeps  the  roach  from  feeding. 
Very  few  of  these  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
week,  although  from  Hambledon  I  hear  of  one  of 
lib.  14oz  ,  and  a  chub  of  3Jlb.  A  number  of  jack  have 
been  creeled.  The  best  of  these  comes  from  the  Loddon 
waters,  a  fish  cf  71b.  At  Shiplake  fi?h  np  to  4Jlb.  have 
been  caught,  and  the  Henley  reach  hag  accounted  for 
several  up  to  O  b.  ;  while  from  Medenham  I  hear,  among 
others,  a  trace  going  101b.  Here  and  there  a  few  perch 
have  bcea  caught,  which,  however,  run  small.  They  are 
not  together  yet  in  any  number, — Stanley  Mead, 


  (Lechlade,  Criok'ade,  &c.).— The  water  has 

been  out  of  order  from  falling  leaves  and  rotting  weeds, 
rendering  spinning  for  pike  anything  but  pleasant,  and 
resort  has  been  had  chiefly  to  live-biiting  with  roach  or 
dace.  Roach  and  perch  have  been  feeding  well,  and 
amongst  a  nice  catch  of  roach  by  Mr.  Lockman  in  the  St. 
John's  Bridge  stretch  was  one  of  nearly  21b.  in  weight. 
Mr.  Brotherton  reports  good  sport  with  pike  of  4lb.,  71b., 
and  lUb.,  and  losing  a  twenty-pounder  near  Leohlade 
Bridge.  Some  fine  tench  up  to  41b.  each  have  been  taken 
by  Mr.  Eaton  n3ar  Lower  loglesham  lock  with  worm. 
Chub  still  rise  when  it  is  warm  and  the  sun  is  out.  Several 
rods  have  been  out  on  the  Lower  Inglesham,  Kempsford, 
Bnscot,  Hart's  Weir,  and  Ruloot  waters,  and  in  some 
instinces  good  sport  has  been  had.  When  the  leaves  have 
cleared  down  there  is  bound  to  be  good  sport  with  pike. — 
The  Rambler. 

  (Teddington). — One  day,  Mr.  Bronson,  fourteen 

bream,  five  dozen  tine  roach  ;  one  day,  Mr.  Cavall  and  Mr. 
S.  H.  Withers,  five  bream,  8plendi<l  lot  of  roach  and  dace, 
two  barlDel,  largest  bream  3Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Withers  had  a 
jack  on  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour  which  must  have 
weighed  15ib  ,  but  eventually  lost  it ;  one  day,  Mr.  Pope, 
sixteen  bream,  three  dozen  roach  ;  one  day,  Mr.  Mason, 
two  dozen  roach  and  lUce,  one  barbsl.  —  Walter 
McBride. 

- —  (T^wickenham). — Lower  Thames. — The  river 
is  very  bright,  but  the  rains  we  are  now  having  must  give 
it  a  bit  of  colour  by  Sunday.  To-day  the  wind  is  blowing 
half  a  gale  from  the  south ,  and  raining.  The  Oglander 
Piscatorial  fished  their  match  last  Sunday;  it  was  a  cruel 
day  for  all,  sixteen  competing.  Winners:  W.  S. 
Cartwright  and  W.  E.  Nayler  (Pro  H.  Harper).  Mr.  C. 
Dodd  (chairman)  and  T.  Coates  (piloted  by  Sugar) 
struigled  to  get  home  but  failed.  1  had  a  very  good  take 
Tues'liy,  and  also  Wednesday.  The  roach  are  still 
feeding  on  the  weeds  which  remain.  The  Twickenham 
Piscatorials  also  fished  their  match  that  day.  —  John 
Sponc. 

Bottlsham  Looks  (Waterbeach,  Cam.).— Change- 
able weather  since  last  report;  slight  frost,  foggy ;  just 
had  two  days'  wet.  After  a  day  or  so,  with  no  more  rain, 
the  river  must  be  cleaner  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  Time  of 
writing  finer  weather  and  very  mild  ;  roich  fishing  slow  at 
present ;  pike  for  three  days  have  been  giving  good  sport. 
Live  baits  had  at  lock-keeper's,  on  the  spot,  aleo  boiled 
wheat,  gentles  anglers  must  bring  with  them ;  this  is  an 
excellent  bait  now  for  big  roach.  Free  water,  bank  angling 
clean  ;  with  the  quantity  of  fish  seen  when  the  sun  is  out 
good  sport  is  ejp;cted.— J.  0.  George  (Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge). 

Dart  (Totuei  and  Diatrict). — There  is  little  need 
for  discussing  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  past 
season  has  been  the  worst  on  record  as  far  a8_  salmon 
angling  is  concerned.  Ask  any  angler  in  the  district,  and 
he  will  probably  say  that  it  is  the  worst  within  his  recol- 
lection, and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  returns 
issued  by  the  Fishery  Board  showed  that  a  larger  number 
of  ealmon  were  killed  by  rod  and  line  than  in  the  previous 
year.  Dr.  Norman  has  been  writing  on  the  matter,  and 
he  takes  the  general  view.  Dr.  Norman,  at  any  rate,  is 
in  a  position  to  jadge,  for  he  is  a  frequenter  of  the  Dirt 
and  a  skilled  fisherman.  He  says  that  the_ season  of  1900 
is  the  worst  during  bis  experience  of  nine  years,  and 
although  a  few  more  fifh  may  hava  been  landed,  of  the  115 
reported  captured,  sixty  were  killed  by  three  rods  in 
private  water  some  fifteen  miles  above  Totnes,  whilst  the 
bulk  of  the  others  must  have  bsen  landed  from  the 
Duchy  water,  higher  np  still.  Then,  it  is  siid,  there 
has  come  a  denial  from  an  official  source,  which  puts 
forward  the  figures  as  an  argument  that  the  season  has 
not  been  so  bad  as  stated.  It  is  added  that  all  the  profits 
made  by  tie  association  are  devoted  to  the  improvement 
of  the  river  or  to  charity.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  what  amount  has  been  devoted  to  restocking  since 
that  done  by  the  Fishery  Board  some  nine  or  ten  years 
since. — Devonian. 

Derweat  (MaltOH,  Yorka.).— The  river  continues 
in  a  state  of  more  or  less  flood,  and  the  water  very  peaty  in 
colcur.  At  time  of  writing  (Nov.  12)  we  are  having  more 
rain.    No  chance  of  fishing  for  a  week  or  so. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  United  Devon  Associa- 
tion evidently  recognise  the  fact  that  the  fishing  on  the 
Devonshire  streams  attracts  a  number  of  visitors  to  the 
county,  and  that  if  the  fishing  becomes  so  bad  as  to  afford 
lees  sport  than  the  past  eeagon,.the  attraction  to  outsiders 
will  be  practically  nil  as  far  as  aneling  is  concerned.  The 
association,  which  has  Lord  Clifford  as  chairman,  has 
countenanced  a  scheme  for  the  formation  of  an  anglers' 
asEOoiation  throughout  the  two  western  counties.  The 
idea,  I  believe,  originated  with  the  well-bnown  writer  on 
fishing  matters,  "  Noss  Mayo,"  and  it  is  intended  to 
devote  the  proceeds  from  subscriptions  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  rivers  by  restocking,  &c.  This  is  indeed  good 
news,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  high  time  some- 
thing was  done  to  keep  the  reputation  of  some  of  our 
streams  up  to  the  standard  which  has  been  previously 
maintained,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  good  anglers  will  assist 
the  movement  as  much  as  possible.  The  railway  companies 
are  to  be  approached  with  a  view  to  granting  privileges  to 
members  of  the  association  should  it  be  formed.  As  a 
preliminary  step,  and  with  a  view  to  testing  the  feeling  cf 
anglers  on  the  matter,  a  meeting  has  been  convened  by  the 
aesocifttion,  when  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  will 
preside,  and  a  lecture  will  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Edgar 
Shrubsole  with  referenca  to  the  cultivation  of  salmon.— 
Devonian. 

Dunn  and  Kcnnet.— Little  has  been  done  on  these 
streams  during  the  past  fortnight,  for  the  want  of  frosty 
nights  and  sun  shining  days  to  follow.  On  Saturday  last 
Mr.  Rogers  had  a  fair  day's  sport  with  grayling  from 
lib.  10.  z.  each  downwards,  also  having  good  sport  with  a 
2\\h.  trout,  which,  I  need  haidly  say,  was  at  once 


returned.  The  water  could  not  be  in  better  oondit'on.— 
Gnome. 

Fen   District  (South  Xiinos.  and  Camba.).— 

Roach  fishing  on  the  Glen,  at  Surfleet,  is  an  ideal  sort  of 
sport  when  the  rainy  season  sets  in.  The  number  operating 
on  its  banks  during  the  past  week  or  so  are  not  like  what 
they  will  be  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  two,  that  is, 
supposing  the  weather  continues  favourable.^  For  intend- 
ing visitors  worms  are  the  beat.  Pike  fishing  is  not  very 
largely  indulged  in,  still,  with  live  bait,  efforts  near  Jack- 
son's Hole  have  been  well  rewarded,  but  fish  have  been 
small.  Patrons  on  the  Forty-foot  have  largely  confined 
their  operations  in  the  Donnington  district  to  about  the 
railway  bridge,  where  sometimes  half  a  dozen  fish  have 
been  banked. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  lower  reaches 
of  the  Idle  have  been  well  patronised  of  late  by  visitors 
from  neighbouring  towns.  Roach  have  been  rather  shy, 
still,  abont  Haxey  Gate  there  have  been  a  tidy  ((uantity  of 
captures,  yet  not  enough  to  show  the  quality  of  the  water. 
The  rise  probably  has  interfered  with  the  roach  anglers, 
but  sizeable  pike  have  taken  live  bait.  Abont  Scrooby 
anglers  have  done  very  well,  indeed,  better  than  those 
lower  down,  some  fine  roach  having  come  to  hand  hy 
those  who  tried  the  swimming  process.  For  biit  nothing 
succeeds  like  a  bunch  of  maggots  used  in  that  way. 
Nothing  very  grand  has  come  from  other  sections  of  the 
Idle.— L. 

Lark  and  Little  Ouie  (Jack  Tree,  Mildenhal!, 
Wotlington,  and  Barion  Mil's).— The  severe  frost 
of  Friday  completely  knocked  the  roach  and  dace_  off  the 
feed,  but  it  well  sharpened  np  the  feeding  of  the  pike  and 
perch.  All  along  the  Lark  stream,  from  Jack  Tree  down- 
wards to  Isleham,  pike  were  being  taken.  The  best  fish  I 
heard  of  weighed  a  little  over  71b.  Two  brace  of  rare 
good  perch  were  taken  close  to  the  deep  lock  at  laleham, 
nearly  21b.  each  the  largest.  The  weather  is  rather  un- 
settled, and  water  rising.  Several  London  angleiswere 
staying  at  Bull  Hotel  Saturday  and  Sunday,  but  had  no 
luck  fishiog.  Like  good  judges,  they  stayed  at  home  and 
enjoyed  the  fragrant  weed. — Raven. 

Lea. — The  river  continues  to  improve  in  condition,  but 
down  to  the  time  of  writing  nothing  approaching  a  good 
push  of  water  cin  be  reported,  and  in  some  parts  the 
river  is  still  clear.  However,  it  is  much  fresher,  and  at 
Hertford,  Ware  (below  the  Boom),  St.  Mirgaret's  (below 
lock),  and  Rye  House  there  is  more  stream.  Roach 
have  not  lean  feeding  well,  but  some  good  specimens 
have  been  brought  to  bink  at  times  at  Hertford,  St. 
Margaret's,  and  Rye  House.  Pike  have  been  caught  at 
St.  Margaret's.  Early  in  the  week  there  was  a  sharp 
f  rosl  in  the  Lea  valley,  and  this  was  responsible  for  a  good 
many  blanks  among  visiting  anglers.  I  do  not  anticipate 
improved  sport  until  the  rivar  has  been  thoroughly 
flushed,  as  the  bottom  is  terribly  foul  for  roach  fishing 
operations.  A  few  reach  and  perch  are  reported  from  the 
Stort,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  notable  takes.  All  the 
tributaries  want  flushing  badly.— Izaak  Walton. 

ItVgg  and  ArrofT  (Laomlnater).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  coloured,  and  have  risen  several 
inches  duiing  the  past  few  days.  The  weather  took  up 
fine  at  the  latter  end  of  the  week,  and  by  Saturday  the 
water  was  getting  in  good  order  for  grayling,  and  a  few 
rods  were  out,  but  sport  was  slow.  Rain  came  on  at  the 
beginning  of  this  week,  and  has  quite  upset  all  prospects 
of  fishing  for  some  days,  and  little  will  be  done  before 
next  week,  when,  if  we  get  fine  weather  for  the  remainder 
of  this  week,  sport  should  be  good  amongst  grayling  with 
fly. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Since  last  report  the  weather  has  been  stormy  and  very 
unsettled,  with,  at  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening), 
vary  little  prospect  of  early  improvement.  Rivers  are 
stained  and  swollen  too  much  for  sport,  which  miy  be 
possible  with  worm  or  maggot  the  coming  week  should 
the  weather  be  only  moderately  favourable.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Petorborougfh).— Meteorologically,  the  season 
just  at  present  is  very  characteristic  of  November,  what 
with  the  f.ig,  damp,  rain,  and  even  frost  in  the  early 
mornings;  but  the  recent  rains  have  effected  a  beneficial 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  river,  although  it  is  not  so 
full  of  water  as  generally  at  this  time  of  the  year.  For 
those  anglers  who  can  brave  the  variable  weather,  there  is 
now  fairly  good  sport  amongst  the  roach,  perch,  and  chub  ; 
but  the  weeds  are  still  troublesome  for  pike  fishing,  and 
we  want  the  frost  and  cold  to  rot  them  cff.  However,  at 
Blatherwycke,  near  Oandle,  a  party  of  three,  I  hear,  had 
some  good  sport  with  the  pike,  and  captured  several  heavy 
spfcimens. — E,  A.  S- 

Onae  (HolywiU  Ferry).— Colour  of  water  keeps 
improving,  as  we  are  having  a  nice  lot  of  storms  at  inter- 
vals. Several  gentlemen  have  been  out  this  week  with  me, 
but  we  have  not  had  anything  beyond  61b.  in  the  jack  line. 
The  fish  are  in  good  fighting  trim,  too,  and  strongly  object 
to  the  gaff,  so,  as  we  fished  with  extra  fine  tackle,  _wa 
parted  company  with  several  larger  ones,  paternostering 
principally  tellin?. — A.  Scard 

Ouse  (Hnntingdon).- Weather  very  showery  and 
changeable  in  temperature.  Water  as  clear  as  ever,  but  fish 
feeding  better.  Several  pike  have  been  taken,  the  largest 
scaling  lOJlb.   Prospects  v£ry  fair.— C.  A.  Bryant. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hants).— River  still  clear,  but  little 
better  than  last  week,  and  these  continued  rains  should 
bring  the  desired  colour  into  it,  so  that  piking  may  be 
indulged  in,  and  sport  ought  to  be  better  all  round.  The 
roach  seem  to  be  very  shy,  and  almost  dead  off  the  feed- 
tempt  them  either  with  bread  crust,  wheat,  lobs, 
brandling,  or  paste,  they  don't  seem  to  take  on ;  but  now. 
the  wind  has  gone  back  to  the  south  and  south-west, 
perhaps  they  will  come  on  again.— B.  Colltnson. 

Ouse  (it.  Neots).— There  is  now  just  a  little  colour 
in  the  water,  but  it  is  still  rather  clear.    Several  j  ick  have 
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been  taken  since  my  last  report,  one  visitor  getting  seven 
in  two  days  np  to  51b.,  and  G.  Luff,  on  Nov.  11,  getting  a 
few  up  to  Olb.  Others  up  to  51b.  have  been  taken  during 
the  last  few  days. — W.  N. 

Severn,  Vyrawy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — As  far  as  the  atmospheric  conditions  which 
prevail  here,  nothing  more  desirable  could  be  wished  for 
by  anglers  in  search  of  coarse  fish,  and  in  these  streams 
they  are  en  joying  good  sport.  Many  pike  are  taken  in  the 
Severn,  and  being  now  in  fair  condition  are  really  worth 
eating.  The  Vjrnwy  and  Tanat  are  at  nearly  high  water 
mark,  and  in  conscixuence  grayling  fijhing  is  not  in  a  very 
flourishing  state.  When  a  frost  does  come  anglers  will 
find  plenty  of  these  delicate  fish  in  this  neighbourhood. 
The  rivers  here  now  continue  so  high  that  salmon  have  a 
better  opportunity  than  they  have  had  tor  years  past  to 
ascend  to  the  spawning  grounds. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk). — The  weather  still  continues 
very  showery,  but  not  enough  rain  has  yet  fallen  to  colour 
the  water  up  or  to .  make  any  difference  to  the  stream. 
Several  anglers  were  out  on  the  11th,  but  it  was  a  bitterly 
cold  day,  and  catches  ran  small,  the  best  _  bag  of 
roach  that  I  saw  going  101b.,  pike  of  any  size  being  dead 
off  the  feed.  Fishing  prospects,  though  gradually  getting 
better,  are  not  yet  good,  but  brown  paste  or  gentles  should 
account  for  some  decent  roach,  and  spinning  f  jr  pike  with 
a  roach  or  dace  some  better  fish.— W.  T.  Bainbridqe. 

Sussex  Blvers,  Harbours,  and  Chiohester 
Canal.— Rain  has  fallen  in  quantity  during  the  week  by 
night  and  diy,  and  a  cassation  would  be  acceptable.  There 
is  but  little  to  report  from  all  sources;  anglers  were 
numerous  at  Isfield^and  at  Barcombe  Mills  on  Nov.  11,  but 
sport  was  poor,  as  only  a  few  small  pike  were  taken.  Th« 
pike  season  is  late,  as  the  weeds  have,  with  the  bright  water, 
materially  retarded  sport ;  weeds  are  now  breaking  up, 
and  with  a  few  frosts  pike  will  doubtless  be  feeding 
better.  The  Adur  has  fished  badly,  and  from  the  lower 
portion  of  the  Ouse  and  Cnokmere  the  record  is  a  poor  one  ; 
a  few  anglers  have  visited  the  Eother  with  but  indifferent 
success.  A  brace  of  small  pike,  41b.  and  SJlb. ,  a  perch  of 
lib.,  and  a  few  roach  was  a  day's  capture  by  two  rods. 
Chichester  Canal  is  in  fair  order ;  a  few  small  pike  have 
been  taken,  principally  with  live  gorge  ;  fish  not  over  lib. 
are  slaughtered  frequently  by  so-called  sportsmen  who 
have  no  cars  for  the  future  of  the  water  so  long  as  they 
can  till  their  baskets.  Flatfish,  a  few  bass,  and  eels  have 
been  caught  in  the  harbours.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  had  run 
down  and  cleared,  and  was  in  good  order  for  fishing  on 
Monday  morning,  but  the  weather  was  so  changeable. 
Frosts  were  had  on  Saturday  night,  and  on  Monday  rain 
began  to  fall  in  the  morning  and  continued  all  day  Ipng 
and  during  the  night,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  the  river 
began  to  rise  again  and  colour,  and  from  the  colour  of  the 
water  some  very  heavy  rain  had  been  had  up  country. 
The  weather  turned  fine  on  Tuesday,  and  if  it  continues 
to  the  end  of  the  week  the  water  will  be  in  order  again, 
but  there  is  no  certainty;  the  river  may  be  high  and 
coloured  one  day,  and  two  days  after  it  is  in  good  order,  so 
quickly  does  it  run  off  and  clear.  Before  the  rain  on 
Monday  ;  one  or  two  anglers  were  out  on  Saturday,  and 
used  fly,  and  took  a  few  nice  grayling.  With  worm  and 
maggot  coarse  fish  have  been  landed,  and  a  few  eels  have 
been  taken  in  the  traps  since  Monday.  At  present  there 
is  little  fishing  being  done,  and  will  not  be  any  good  until 
we  get  fine  weather  with  some  frost.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbncy). — In  this  part  the  water  had  gone 
down  nicely  and  cleared  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  fish 
were  beginning  to  move  again.  Some  sharp  frosts  were 
had,  and  the  outlook  for  fishing  was  better,  but  all  the 
prospects  were  dashed  on  one  side  on  Monday  when  it 
began  to  rain,  and  continued  nearly  _aU  day,  and  the  river 
soon  began  to  change  colour,  and  it  is  now  running  high 
and  muddy,  and  out  of  order  for  any  fishing  except  worm. 
Angling  has  been  at  a  standstill,  and  will  be  until  the 
water  clears,  which,  if  we  have  a  few  fine  days,  will  not 
take  long  to  run  off.— Worcester. 

Wltham,  Ac.  (Mid-I>iuooln>Mr«).— Most  of  the 
anglers  on  the  drains  about  Boston  are  going  out  mostly 
for  pike.  The  Mount  Pleasant  drain  has  been  yielding 
very  well.  The  other  day  three  anglers  brought  home  no 
less  than  sixteen  jack  secured  by  spinning.  Other  drains 
have  jielded  well,  but  fish  have  been  of  poor  quality. 
Beaching  has  not  received  much  attention,  but  a  few  rudd 
have  come  to  hand  mostly  batween  Mower's  Farm  and  the 
bridge  at  Mount  Pleasant.  Fishing  on  the  Witham  last 
week  was  very  bad ,  indeed,  rain  has  fallen  most  days.  The 
river  at  Kirkstead,  Dogdyke,  and  other  favourite  resorts, 
has  almost  faUed.  This  week  sport  is  only  a  little  better, 
for  some  fine  rudd  and  roach  are  said  to  have  come  to 
hand  at  Tattershall.  Live  bait  fishers  have  accounted  for 
a  few  small  pike  in  this  district,  and  Lincoln  anglers  have 
done  fairly  well  at  Bardney.  Several  passable  lots  are 
reported  with  fish  up  to  6lb. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwant  (Derbyshire).  —  The  above 
rivers  are  yet  too  high  for  successful  fly  fishing.  On 
Wednesday  in  last  week  two  gentlemen  from  Nottingham, 
fishing  from  the  end  of  the  Rutland  Arms  garden  (private 
water),  took  two  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling;  also  Mr. 
Dale,  fishing  near  Matlock  Bridge,  landed  four  or  five  very 
nice  grayling.  'These  were  taken  bottom  fishing.  The 
downpour  of  rain  we  had  in  this  district  on  Monday  so 
raised  and  discoloured  these  streamt,,  especially  the 
Derwent,  that  it  was  too  thick  for  bottom  fishing.  How- 
ever, the  water  is  now  fining  down,  and  will  be  fishable  by 
Saturday.  The  weather  is  still  too  mild  for  grayling  fishing 
Useful  flies :  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun,  Silver  Dun 
Furnace  Hackle,  Red  Tag,  and  Black  Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Whaxfe,  Hidd,  Derwent,  Ouss, 
fto.  (Torkshire). — I  have  very  little  to  talk  aboLt  this 
week  but  the  weather,  and  as  my  readers  will  doubtless 
have  had  some  personal  experience  of  its  utter  wretched 


nesB,  1  need  not  go  into  details.    In  a  few  words,  it  and 
the  flooded  streams  have  been  the  angler's  bugbear  for 
many  days  now,  and  have  frightened  them  away  from  the 
river  banks.    The  few  that  have  faced  the  almost  daily 
rain,  thick  water,  and  earthquake  shocks  have  done  next 
to  nothing  np  the  Yore  or  its  tributaries.   A  few  of  the 
members  of  the  Tanfield  Club  hive  fished  the  main  river 
between  Tanfield  and  Haokgate  with  moderate  succes?. 
Owing  to  the  adverse  meteorological  conditions,  my  Swale- 
dale  correspondent  sends  very  meagre  accounts  from  the 
Swale  and  its  tributaries.  Mr.  W.  Frankj,  of  Northallerton, 
had  fair  sport  up  the  Swale,  and  with  the  fly  he  managed 
to  make  a  very  nice  basket  of  grayling  before  a  perfect 
hurricane  of  rain  descended.    Oa  Thursday  three  North- 
allerton anglers  tried  Leeming  Beck,  but  all  of  them  had 
to  retire  with  empty  panniers,  the  gale  of  wind  from  the 
north-east  completely  driving  them  home.   Pike  fishing 
during  the  past  week  has  been  a  complete  failure.  Several 
crack  hands  have  tried  their  luck  with  live  and  other  baits, 
but  have  been  unable  to  land  a  single  fish.    They  report 
that  pike  are  not  on  the  run  just  now,  either  in  the  Swale 
or  the  Wiske  ;  in  fact,  the  last-named  stream  has  been  in 
flood  for  over  a  week,  and  as  it  is  a  very  sluggish  stream 
at  its  best,  after  the  heavy  rainfall  of  the  last  few  days  it 
will  be  quite  another  week  bsfore  it  clears  suffioiently  for 
anglers  to  enjoy  sport  in  it.   The  cockspur  (small)  worm  is 
the  best  bait  to  use  just  now  either  for  dace  or 
grayling,  although  the  dry  flies  fished  with  success 
by  expert  hands  in  favourable  water.    Up  to  Friday 
last    the    Wharfe    was    in    fair    trim.    Since  then 
there  has  been  too  much  water,   and  the  few  rods 
seen  out  in  the  Ilkley  and  Otley  districts  have  had  bad 
sport.    Prior  to  the  heavy  rains  fair  sport  was  obtained 
laetween  Harewood  and   Collingham,   several  anglers 
getting  from  two  to  five  brac3,  the  best  lure  being  the 
little  cockspur  worm  fished  on  a  No.  U  orank  shank  hook. 
In  the  district  of  Tadcaster,  roach,  daoe,  and  perch  have 
also  been  taken,  principally  with  the  worm.    On  Saturday 
the  river  rose  about  3£t.  and  was  running  thick,  therefore 
rendering  pDor  prospects  for  the  week-end  anglers.  A 
few,  however,  ventured  out  in  the  wild,  windy  weather, 
and  found  a  few  roach  in  quiet  eddies  sheltered  from 
the  north-westerly  winds.    Since  Monday  reports  ara  bad. 
The  freshets  will,  however,  clear  the  liver  from  leaves, 
&c.,  and  all  we  require  now  is  a  few  sharp  frosts  and 
settled  weather.    Some  good  pike  and  grayling  fishing 
can  then  be  confidently  looked  for.    For  the  latter  fish  I 
can  confidently  recommend  the  following  flies  as  certain 
killers  on  any  river  in  the  kingdom,  viz..  Miller's  Red  Tag, 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple, 
and  Waterhen  Bloa.    The  Miller's  Dark  Needle  must  be 
on  every  cast  from  now  up  to  the  close  of  the  season. 
Failing  the  fly,  small  dews,  cockspurs,  brandling  worms, 
and  gentles  are  the  bast  lures.    Several  anglers  have 
visited  the  Derwent.    A  few  have  been  seen  out  at  School 
House  Hill.    Sport  amongst  the  roach  and  dace  has 
been  fair,  several  good  baskets  have  been  got,  including 
some  fine  specimens  of  roach    weighing    lib.  SJoz., 
lib.  6^oz.,  and  lib.  4t\oz.  have  been  taken.   A  few  visitors 
from  York  and  district  have  fished  the  rivar  between 
Malton  and  Castle  Howard,  but  have  only  had  very 
moderate  sport.   Two  roach  weighing  21b.  10|oz.  were, 
however,  brought  to  me  for  preservation  on  Tuesday. 
Some  of  the  city  anglers,  as  well  as  Leeds  visitors,  have 
fished  the  Ouse.    Sport  has  ruled  fair  amongst  the  roach 
and  dace,  and  a  few  good  baskets  of  71b.  to  lOib.  have 
been   got.    Sport  on  the  Nidd  has  been  moderate. 
Pike  fishing  in  lakes  and  reserroirs  shows  some  improve- 
ment, but  none  of  the  fish  caught  have  run  large,  the  best, 
as  far  as  I  know,  baing  a  well-fed  pike  of  101b.,  caught 
by  Mr.  G.  Green.    The  Rev.  Sutton  Pattison,  Mr.  Collin- 
son,  and  myself  fished  the  Cover  this  afternoon  for 
grayling  in  close,  muggy  weather.    The  fish  rose  short, 
and  refused  both  worm  and  gentles.    The  three  fish  we 
caught  were  full  of  trout  ova,  and  it  is  evident  this  is  one 
cause  of  our  bad  sport.   All  our  rivers  are  clearing  nicely 
to-day,  and  if  the  weather  only  keeps  decent  better  baskets 
should  be  made  all  round  next  week.— John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland.- Since  the  close  of  the 
season  fish  have  been  taking  freely  t)  the  middle  redds, 
and  already  a  good  head  of  gravid  fish  is  well  forward  and 
spawning  operations  fairly  well  begun.  It  will  be  a  few 
weeks  yet  before  the  spawning  season  becomes  general 
The  upper  waters  and  side  streams  have  a  good  stock  of 
brood  fish,  and  the  size  of  the  water  has  as  yet  baen  very 
favourable  for  fish  taking  to  the  redds.  The  ova  ( rans- 
ported  some  sixty  odd  niiles  by  road  and  rail  for  the 
Drum  Hatchery  belonging  to  the  Dee  District  Fishery 
Board  some  two  weeks  or  so  ago  is  doing  excsed- 
ingly  well,  and  the  loss  as  yat  has  been  ttie  lowest 
minimum  record  in  Mr.  Duncin's  experience.  Matters 
seemed  to  favour  his  operations  extramely  well  this  year. 
The  spawning  season  on  the  Don  is  well  advanced  on 
the  far  inland  waters,  where  fish  are  more  common  than 
has  baen  the  case  for  the  past  twjnty  years.  On  the 
reaches  about  Alford  and  Killdrammie  dozens  of  gravid 
and  spawning  fish  are  beinj  observed  where  single  pairs 
were  even  a  rarity  a  few  years  back.  The  spawning 
season  promises  to  ba  an  exceptionally  prolific  and  good 
one,  both  in  the  main  stream  and  tributaries.  The  Ythan 
being  a  late  stream,  spawning  operations  have  scarcely 
bfgun;  but  a  splendid  head  of  brood  fish  is  forward  in 
the  main  stream,  while  there  is  also  an  excellent  show  o? 
sea  trout  on  the  Ebrie  and  other  side  streams  affcc;ed 
by  them.  The  Daveron  is  also  well  reported  on. 
Mr.  J.  M.  Davidson,  Oldhall,  Watten,  Caithness,  captured 
a  large  trout  last  week  under  the  following  circumstances  : 
Two  tame  swans  were  kept  in  a  disused  quarry  hole,  and 
were  fed  every  morning.    A  large  trout  also  had  his 


quarters  in  the  sime  circumscribed  area,  and  came  to  the 
edge  of  the  water  at  feeding  time  and  annoyed  the  swans 
by  swimming  round  them  and  trying  to  bite  their  feet.  As 
the  swans  were  of  more  interest  than  the  trout,  and  were 
beginning  to  evince  a  disinclination  to  remain  in  the  water, 
Mr.  Davidson  decide  1  to  get  rid  of  the  fish,  and  accord- 
ingly gaffed  it,  when  he  found  it  to  measure  284io.  long, 
lOin.  in  girth,  and  to  scale  81b.  There  ia  no  closa  time  in 
Scotland. — (.'.  M. 

fcouili  of  Scotland. — The  remaining  Border  rivers 
that  are  still  op'n  for  angling  closed  their  season  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  15.  During  the  past  week  the  waters 
have  been  again  disturbed  with  part  floods.  O a  Saturday 
much  rain  fell  ovar  Dumfriesshire,  and  the  rivers  camo 
down  in  flood  on  Sunday  morning.  The  conditions  were 
fairly  favourable  on  Tuesday,  and  the  waters  have  been  in 
good  order  fines  that  date.  Unfortunately  there  has  been 
a  scarcity  of  salmon  in  the  lower  and  middle  waters. 
In  the  highar  waters  of  the  Annan  a  few  fish  have 
been  seen  about  the  spawning  beds  above  Beattock. 
The  Annan  has  been  chiefly  in  flood  and  out  of  order  since 
last  week,  and  very  few  silmon  have  been  caught  by  the 
rods.  In  the  Four  Towns  water,  near  Hightae,  on  Satur- 
day, batween  twenty  and  thirty  anglers  were  out,  but 
only  one  angler  caught  two  salmon.  Kercs,  the  keepsr  at 
Craigielands,  killed  a  salmon  of  about  18lb.  in  Mr.  Smith's 
water  below  Beattosk  on  Monday.  In  Mount  Annan 
water,  on  Saturday,  Jamieson,  keeper  at  Westerhall, 
killed  a  salmon  of  about  121b.  in  the  salmon  pool  with 
Brown  Turkey  Fly.  Charles  Robson,  keeper  for  Mr. 
Rutherford,  M.P.,  Snmmerhill,  killed  a  fish  of  201b.  in  the 
Tower  Pool  of  Mount  Annan  with  Brown  Turkey.  These 
were  the  only  two  salmon  killed  in  this  private  water  last 
week.  In  the  Castlemilk  Mr.  John  Rae,  The  Firs, 
killed  a  salmon  of  191b.  with  Brown  "Turkey  Fly. 
The  Nith  closed  its  season  on  Nov.  15.  Angling  has  been 
very  poor  all  the  autumn.  In  the  lower  waters  the  season 
has  been  a  failure,  while  a  few  fish  have  been  caught  in 
some  of  the  private  waters.  The  upper  reaches  gave  fair 
sport  among  grilse  and  sea  trout.  On  the  Sol  way 
Derwent  the  season  is  now  closed,  but  daring  the  past 
week  a  number  of  good  salmon  were  taken  on  the  different 
waters  near  Cockermouth.  Two  good  fish  of  261b.  and 
251b.  were  taken  at  Great  Broughton,  by  Mr.  Herbart ; 
Mr.  Relph,  gen.,  killed  one  of  about  301b.,  and  Mr.  J. 
Ralph,  jun.,  one  of  171b.;  Mr.  J.  Atkicsjn  killed  two, 
one  of  281b.  and  one  of  181b. ;  Mr.  Stephenson  landed  one 
of  over  31lb.,  while  several  other  rods  had  fish  weighing 
from  131b.  to  201b.  While  a  number  of  good  fish  have 
been  killed  this  autumn,  the  yield  has  been  far  short  of 
that  of  a  few  years  ago. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — This  river  is  in  high  flood,  and  coutinning  to 
rise,  as  the  rain  never  ceases  falling.  A  number  of 
families  have  baen  flooded  out  of  their  homes  on  the  low- 
lying  lands  at  a  place  called  Drumale,  eight  miles  above 
Coleraine.  The  water  has  no  5  baen  sj  high  since  the 
great  flood  of  February,  1877.  Nearly  all  the  spawning 
trout  have  ascended  the  tributaries  that  will  enter  them 
for  the  season,  and  have  been  safely  landed  by  the 
poachers,  not  5  per  cent,  escaping.  The  Inland  Fisheries 
of  Ireland  will  soon  become  a  thing  of  the  past  if  they  are 
not  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  men  who  have  neither  the 
will  nor  the  capacity  to  properly  managa  nor  protect 
them. — Daniel  O'Pee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  almost  continuous  rain 
of  the  past  week  has  kept  the  rivers  and  streams  at  winter 
level.  As  a  rule,  winter  fishing  for  pike  and  parch  is  not 
much  engaged  in  this  district,  but  if  it  were,  the  flooded 
state  of  the  waters  renders  it  impracticable.  From  the 
Maine,  Bush,  and  other  Antrim  rivers  come  reports  of  big 
rnns  of  salmon  up  to  the  spawning  grounds,  and  the  sima 
applies  to  white  trout  in  the  Co.  Down  streams.  White 
trout  have  been  noticed  in  the  tidal  sections  of  the  Lagan. 
It  is  a  great  pity  that  they  cannot  get  up  to  the  spawning 
beds  about  Dromore  and  Donacloney. — J.  A.  B. 

Maine  (co.  AntrJni). — This  river  has  been  in  very 
high  flood  for  the  past  week,  but  very  few  fish  have  been 
ascending,  as  previous  floods  had  carried  all  the  salmon 
and  trout  into  the  different  reaches,  where  they  have  been 
resting  in  the  deep  pools  near  to  the  spawning  beds.  No 
salmon  are  yet  on  the  redds,  but  many  of  the  large  Lough 
Neagh  trout  have  finished  oparations,  and  are  on  their  way 
returning  to  the  lake.  Many  of  these  kelt  trout  will  be 
taken  in  the  pollen  nets  in  February,  and_  sold  in  the 
markets  of  Minoh«ster  and  London  as  fish  in  the  pink  of 
condition.— D.  O'Fee. 

Tyrone  Rivers  and  Lakes. — Not  for  many  years 
have  so  many  large  spawning  salmon  ran  up  the  Black- 
water  and  at  such  an  early  .period  of  the  season.  At  the 
present  rate  the  ninety  odd  miles  of  spiwning  ground  will 
be  well  tenanted  ere  the  season  terminates.  A  fair 
amount  of  fish  have  gone  up  the  Ballinderry,  and  very 
satisfactory  reports  reach  me  as  to  the  state  of  affairs  on 
tha  Mourne,  Strule,  Derg,  Gleneely,  Finn,  &c.,  the  high 
state  of  the  water  being  responsible  f  jr  this  largely.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry), — Salmon  and  sea  trout  con- 
tinue to  push  up  to  the  spawning  grounds,  where  the  fish 
are  already  raported  numerous.  Spiwning  has  com- 
menced and  is  going  on  under  very  favourable  conditions. 
— T.  J.  D. 


WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Telegeaph. — Friday,  Nov.  10. 

Margate. — S. ;  smooth. 
Ramsoate. — S.W. ;  smooth. 
Deal. — S.W. ;  smooth. 
Dover. — S.W. ;  moderate. 
Hastings.— S.W. ;  rough. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  tte  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday, 
Nov.  23.    Spring  tides  : 


Scarborongh  »„., 

Tarmontb  .,...„., 
Lowestoft  „,.„... 
Aldebargb  ,.  

Harwich   


Bumham-on-  \ 
Crouch) 


Sonthend,  Sheer.) 
ness,  and  Leighj 

Margate,  Broad 
stairs,  &  Bams- 
gate. 

Deal  and  Dover. . 


Hastmgs  , 


E-astbonrne  and) 
Brighton.  / 

Newhaven   


Shoreham  and) 
Southwlck  / 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island; 

Plymouth  .. 


Sat, 

Sun. 

Uon.  Tues. 

Wed. 

Th 

Frl. 

a  m. 
0.1-3 
p.m. 
0.42 

a  m. 

1.10 
p.m. 
1  35 

a  m. 
1.67 
p  m. 
2.19 

a.m 
2.40 
p  m. 

2.59 

a.m. 

3  18 
p  m. 
3.36 

a.m. 

3..54 
f.m. 
4.11 

am 

4.28 
p.m 
4  45 

5.10 
5.40 

6.  8 
6.34 

6.57 
7.  IS 

7.37 
7..55 

S.13 
8  31 

8.49 
9.  7 

9.25 
9.43 

5.51 
6. -22 

6.50 
7.16 

7.39 
8.  0 

8  19 

8.37 

8.55 
9.13 

9.31 

9.49 

10.  7 
10.25 

K.40 

r.io 

7  38 
8.  4 

8.27 
8.47 

9.  7 
9.25 

9.43 
10.  1 

10.20 
10.37 

10.55 
11.13 

8.  3 
8  34 

9.  3 
9.28 

9.52 
10.14 

10.35 
10.54 

11.12 
11.30 

11.48 
~ 

0.  5 
0.23 

S.li 
8.45 

9.14 
9.39 

10.  3 
10.25 

10.46 
11.  5 

11  23 
11.42 

11.59 

0.16 
0-34 

n.  1 

!i.31 

10.  0 
10  26 

10.48 
11.  9 

11.27 
11.45 

0  3 

— — - 

0.21 

0.39 

0.57 
1.15 

8.  4 
.8.34 

9.  S 
9.29 

9.51 
10.12 

10  30 
10.48 

11.  6 
11.24 

11.42 

II.  1 

o.is 

7.  3 

7  33 

8.  1 

8  25 

8.47 
9.  8 

9.29 
9.48 

10.  7 
10.26 

10.45 
11.  5 

11  24 
11.44 

G  47 
7.17 

7.45 
8.  9 

8  32 
8  52 

9.13 
9.27 

9  51 

lo^io 

10.49 

11.  8 
11.28 

7  13 
7.33 

8.11 
8.35 

8.57 
9.18 

9  39 
3.58 

10.17 
10  36 

10  55 

11  15 

11.34 
11.54 

7  39 
8.10 

8  37 
9.  0 

9.19 
;  9.38 

9.57 
10.14 

10.31 
10.48 

11.  6 
11.24 

11.41 
11  .59 

7.31 
S.  1 

8.29 
8.53 

0.15 
9.36 

9,57 
10  16 

10.35 
10.53 

11.13 

11  33 

11.51 

7.46 
8.17 

8  45 
9.10 

9  33 
9.55 

10  14 

IU.32 

10.49 
11.  7 

11.24 
11.4j2 

0.  1 

1  43 

2  15 

2.45 
3.12 

3.37 
4.  0 

4.22 
4.42 

5.  1 

6,20 

5.38 
5.56 

6.14 
6.32 

Ballinskelligs.— Sea  angling  is  suspended  here  in 
oonscqaence  of  a  very  high  sea,  harsh  winds,  and  heavy 
rams.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycjtton.— Owing  to  rainy  and  generally  wild 
weather  no  eea  angling  has  been  done  at  or  around  this 
station  since  last  report.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.— No  sea  angling  has  been  done  here  last 
week  owing  to  wild  and  wet  weather,  and  it  is  not  likely 
to  be  resumed  again  this  year.- T,  J.  D. 

Bnrnliaai-oii.Crouch.— Several  anglers  were  down 
on  Nov.  11,  but  by  the  time  they  got  afloat  the  tide  was 
running  too  strong  to  fish  with  rod  and  line,  also  the  water 
was  very  thick,  so  that  very  few  fish  were  caught.  From 
VVednesday,  Nov.  14,  to  the  following  Tuesday  the  tides 
will  be  suitable  for  angling,  and,  weather  permitting, 
heavy  bat kets  thould  be  had.  During  the  past  week  the 
trawlers  have  been  doing  next  to  nothing.  No  trawler 
here  gets  hiB  living  solely  by  the  fish  he  catches.  When 
he  does  go  out  with  his  net  it  is  generally  with  a  party 
who  hires  him  for  the  day,  and  taka  all  the  sizeable  fish 
that  are  caught,  and  all  small  ones  are  returned  to  the 
liver.  I  have  been  out  with  them  many  times,  and  in 
every  case  have  I  seen  all  small  fish  returned  to  the  water 
unhurt.— J.  Wright. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Sea,  fishing  has  been  out  of 
the  question  here  since  last  report,  the  weather  being  too 
wild  and  wet.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Pier  results  have  proved  but 
moderate  during  the  past  week,  the  weather  having  been 
very  cbaDgeable.  and  the  water,  consequently,  of  various 
degrees  of  thickness.  The  chief  feature  has  been  the 
numbers  of  very  large  pouting  daily  taken,  many  of  which 
have  scaled  more  than  lib.  Boats  have  done  exception- 
ally well,  as  agent's  report  will  testify.  Captain  Harding 
and  Inspector  Melville  brought  ashore  100  fine  whiting  on 
Saturday  ast,  and  Mr.  Ziehnadorf  and  Mr.  Bates  have 

c  Citches.  -J.     R.  KiCHARDSON 

tts.b.A.b), 

1  also  send  you  results  of  the  pier  fishing  by  the  B.S.A.S, 
and  Crresham  : 

British  Sea  Anglers.- In  the  annual  pier  competi- 
tion, on  Nov.  10.  11,  and  12,  twenty-two  entries  were 
received,  and  sixteen  members  competed.  The  highest 
weights  rec3rded  on  each  of  the  three  days  were  as 
S*''"^^  \?  ^-  ^-  Beasley.  91b.  8oz. ;  Nov.  11, 

I^u  n  ^a^kaness,  Mb. ;  Nov,  12,  L.  B.  Wrightson; 
6ib.  Joz.  llie  entries  were  somewhat  disappointing,  but 
the  results  were  satisfactory,  considering  that  no  cod  or 
pollack  wfrs  weighed  in  of  less  than  lib.  in  weight,  and  no 
other  fish  of  less  than  Jib.  each. 

Gresham  Anglers.— Dr.  Patterson,  whiting  and 
^ylt'^^U^^'h'  J^'^^ter.  codling,  whiting,  and  pouting, 
67lb  ■,  Mr.  Close,  whitmg  and  pouting,  371b.;  Mr.  Lewis, 
whiting  and  pouting,  361b.  ;  Mr.  Young,  codling,  whiting 

and  poutini 

...^illj. ;  Mr  Page,  whiting  and  dabs,  29ilb.  j  Mr.  Dickins, 
whiting  and  pouting,  291b. ;  Mr.  MauU.  whiting.  251b. ; 
Mr.  Parker,  codlmg,  whiting,  and  pouting,  12ilb.  The 
above  were  the  entries  for  Nov.  9  and  10.  Several  mem- 
bers competed,  lut  none  suffioiently  well  to  bring  their 
catches  to  the  Ecales.  No  specimens  were  taken,  and, 
tberetcre,  under  the  new  conditions  instituted  at  the  last 
ordinary  meeting  of  the  society,  the  challenge  cup  for  the 
year  has  not  been  won. 


Deal.— The  latter  part  of  week  the  weather  moderated, 
and  several  anglers  put  in  an  appearance,  besidea  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Gresham  Society  ,and  some  fair  bags  were  made, 
but!a  poor  show  of  cod  and  codling.  Monday,  fair  takes ;  to- 
day (Wednesday),  weather  fine,  water  smooth,  and  some 
very  large  whiting  landed,  the  largest  scaled  SJlb. ;  and 
if  the  water  should  keep  in  same  condition  in  all  proba- 
bility there  would  be  good  sport  at  the  coming  B.S.A.S. 
competition.— Edward  Hanger  ( Kenwyn,  North  Parade). 

Dingle.— On  a  couple  of  days  fair  sport  was  had,  but 
only  a  few  anglers  were  out ;  at  time  of  writing  fishing  is 
agam  suspended  owing  to  a  high  sea  and  wet  weather.— 

Hastings.— One  or  two  very  good  fish  have  been 
taken  here  during  the  past  week,  notably  Mr.  Stebbings, 
cod,  GJlb. ;  Mr.  Pollard,  cod,  41b.  5:z.  ;  and  a  visitor, 
filter  whiting,  lib.  9i3z. ;  all  these  from  St.  Lsonard's 
Pier.  Mr.  Styan  had  a  good  take  of  pollack  from  the 
Hastings  Pier,  nine  fish,  from  lib.  up  to  2 Jib  ;  and  Mr. 
Dray,  a  polUck  of  2.^1b.  from  the  Harbour  Works.  The 
fishing  has  been  somewhat  difficult,  owing  to  the  almost 
continuous  strong  S.  and  S.W.  winds,  but  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday  kst  some  good  takes  of  whiting  were  made. 
The  boat  anglers,  with  what  chacca  they  have  had,  have 
done  well,  and  if  the  weather  would  only  settle  down, 
some  rare  hauls  would  ba  recDrded.  Oa  and  after 
Monday  next  fishing  will  be  allowed  from  the  top  deck  of 
the  Hastings  Pier. — H.  D, 

Flymonth.— Bass  and  mullet  seem  to  have  come  with 
ug  to  stay.  We  are  still  havicg  capital  sport  with  them. 
The  Promenade  Pier  seems  to  be  the  favourite  haunt  cf 
the  grey  mullet,  and  several  dczsn  are  being  ciught  there 
daily.  The  bass  are  not  quite  so  plentiful,  but 'good 
numbers  are  being  taken  in  the  Hamoaze  and  in  Catte- 
water,  and  a  lot  of  tourists  and  fishermen  from  up  the 
country  are  enjoying  very  fair  sport.  I  have  had  some 
good  reports  from  bass  fishermen  around  Dartmouth  and 
Torquay.  They  have;been  taking  them  with  my  baby  sandeel, 
and  have  been  giving  good  sport.  1 1  must  have  been  a 
pretty  sight  to  have  seen  the  seine  boats  after  the  sprats 
at  Teignmouth  and  Dawlish.  The  sea  was  literally  alive 
with  them  for  miles,  and  enormous  quantities  were  landed. 
A  lot  of  John  Dorys  were  caught  also  in  the  nets.  They 
were  evidently  having  a  feast  cn  their  own  accord.  It  is 
many  years  since  such  a  citch  has  been  recorded.— 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Kamsgate  (West  Pier).— Good  sport  was  enjoyed 
here  at  the  end  of  last  week.  On  Friday  evening  Mr. 
Drake  caught  a  email  conger  and  some  nice  whitirg,  sprat 
being  tne  biit.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Birkett  secured  a  nice 
plaice  about  l^lb.,  and  some  fine  whiting  on  farmers. 
Monday  and  Tuesday  this  week  were  too  rough  for  fishing, 
but  to-day  some  good  catches  have  been  made,  Mr. 
Dawkins  securing  one  and  a  half  score  of  whiting  and  a 
few  nice  pouting,  and  Mr.  Birkett  got  some  nice  sand 
dabs.  Wind  is  now  N.,  and  if  it  keeps  in  this  quarter 
good  sport  may  be  expscted.—SAMUEL  J.  Sankey. 

yalentia.— Nothing  doing  around  here  at  present, 
owing  to  unfavourable  weather  conditions.  Even  netting 
is  suspended.  The  prospects  are  not  at  all  improved  at 
time  of  writing.- T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Sea  angling  continues  suspended  at  this 
station,  owing  to  a  high  sea.— T.  J.  D. 


THE  LOUGH  ERNE  FISHERY 
ASSOCIATION. 
A  PDBLic  meeting  in  connection  with  the  recently 
formed  Lough  Erne  Free  Fishery  Association  was  held  in 
Belleek  last  week.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  the 
public.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Noble,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Johnston,  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  McAdam, 
Ballyshannon,  who,  in  a  lengthened  address,  pointed  out 
the  aims  and  object  for  which  the  association  had  been 
founded.  Mr.  J.  W.  Noble,  who  acted  as  hon.  secretary 
to  the  meeting,  then  read  several  letters  of  apology  for 
non-attendance.  Mr.  E.  M.  Archdale,  M.P.,  wrote  stating 
that  any  resolution  sent  to  him  from  the  meeting  wou'd 
have  his  most  careful  consideration,  and,  if  possible,  he 
would  support  it  strongly.  There  was  no  doubt  the 
matter  of  free  fishing  should  be  settled  one  way  or  the 
other,  as,  if  left  to  the  vagaries  cf  the  various  county  court 
judges,  decisions  of  quite  an  opposite  character  might  be 
given  in  adjoiiing  counties,  or  even  in  the  same  one.  Mr. 
P.  A.  MoHugh,  Mayor  of  Sligo,  wrote,  stating  he  would 
dp  anything  he  possibly  could  in  the  interests  of  the  asso- 
ciation at  any  time  he  was  asked.  Letters  were  also 
received  from  Mr.  R.  N.  Barron  and  others.  Mr. 
Johnston  proposed,  and  Mr.  Bruce  seconded,  the  following 
resolutions  upholding  the  right  of  the  general  public  to 
have  free  fishing  on  Lough  Erne,  and  condemning  the 
action  of  those  who  strove  to  prohibit  them  from  enjojing 
this  right :  (1)  "  That  we  resolve,  so  far  as  in  us  lies  within 
the  law,  we  will  contest  the  claims  of  private  individuals 
to  exclusive  fishing  right  on  Lough  Erne.  Further,  that 
should  it  ba  proved  that  such  exclusive  rights  exist,  we  will 
do  our  utmost  to  have  the  law  amended."  (2)  "  That  we 
hereby  agrea  to  assist  financially  and  otherwise  the  Lough 
Erne  Free  Fishery  Association  in  its  defence  of  James 
Qainn,  believing  that  in, so  doing  we  are  serving  the 
sporting  public  all  over  Ireland."  (3)  "  That  the  associa- 
tion bo  instructed  to  prepire  a  case  for  counsel  as  to 
the  right  of  the  Crown  to  tne  bed  and  soil  of  Lough  Erne,- 
and  the  right  of  fishing  on  s^me;  to  ascertain  the  test 
methods  of  preventing  the  infringement  of  such  Crown 
rights."  (4)  "  That  committees  be  appointed  in  vatious 
towns  and  districts  to  collect  funds."  The  chairman 
then  put  the  resolutions  to  tha  meeting,  which  were  passed 
naanimously. — Irish  Farmer's  Oazettc. 


AmeeIoan  Books.— a  catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
dep  artments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


Jingling  '^ixtme^. 

November  17,  18,  19. 

B.S.A.S.:  Boat  competition. 
November  18. 

Albion  Brothers :  Lipsedpri/.)  outing. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Prize  outing. 

Bermondsey  Brothers :  Competition. 

Blenheim  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Bcstonians  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Brunswick  Brothers:  Outing  to  Harlow, 

Clissold  :  Christmas  prize  outing. 

Crown  and  Buckland :  Outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Dnke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Mario w. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing. 

Good  Intent :  Lapsed  pi  ize  outing. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapaed  prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 

South  Bermondsey:  Christmas  outing. 

Stepney :  Roving  match. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  Ham  :  Christmas  prii^e  outing. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Match  at  Weybridga, 
November  19. 

Anglers'  Association :  Delegate  meeting. 
November  20. 

Gresham  :  Bohemian  concert. 

Oglander :  Smoking  concert. 

Wellington  :  Snppsr. 
November  21. 

Eagle :  Supper  and  concert. 

Golden  Barbel :  Supper, 

St.  John's :  Visit. 
Novembsr  22. 

West  London  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
November  23, 

A.B.S  :  Committee  meeting. 


Nov. 


Deo, 


25 
25, 
25, 
25. 
25. 
25. 
25 
25 
25 
25 
'25 
25, 
25, 
26 
26 
26, 
26 
27, 
27, 
27, 
27, 

27, 
28. 
1. 
2 
2 
2., 
2 
2 
2.' 
2., 
3. 

5.- 

9 

9 

9 
10 
12 
12 
23. 
24 


.— Allason  United!:  Match  at  Windsor. 
.—Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Match  at  Chertsey. 
. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing. 
.—Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
.— Brompton  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
. — Clapham  Junction  :  Supper  match  at  Beading. 
. — Greenwich  :  Sapper  mitoh. 
. — Royal  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
. — Stookwell :  Outing  to  Reading, 
and  28  —Twickenham  Piacatorials  :  Competition. 
.—United  Brothers  :  Supper  match. 
. — Walham  Green  :  Supper  match. 
—West  London  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
.—Admiral  Blake:  Visit. 
. — North  London  :  Central  visit. 
,— Original  Alexandra  :  Visit. 
. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Supper. 
.—Anchor  and  Hope :  A.B.S,  concert. 
.—Camden:  A.B.S.  concert. 
. — Crown  and  Buckland  ;  Annual  supper. 
.—Peckham  Brothers:  A.BS.  concert  and  lantern 

lecture  by  W.  J.  Wade. 
.—  Queen's  Piscatorials :  Visit. 
.— Izaak  Walton  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
,— Lychnobites  :  Annual  dinner. 
, — Allason  United :  Christmas  outing. 
—Carlton :  Outing  to  Richmond. 
— Lincoln  :  Christmas  outing. 
—Royal  George  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 
—Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
.—Victoria  Brothers :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
— Wenlock :  Christmas  outing. 
•Piscatorial   Society :    Paper  by  Mr.  A. 
Matthews. 
, — B.S.A.S.:  Smoking  concert. 
—Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Teddington. 
. — Jubilee  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
— Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Christmas  outing. 
—Anchor  and  Hope  :  A.B.S.  competition. 
—B.S.A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  Churchwood. 
, — Bostonians  :  Lantern  lecture. 
. — Islington  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 
Albion  Brothers :  Distribution. 


R. 


Sa^poxts  Um  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SXX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Sveaing.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St, 
Dunstanl  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Ekpobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden 
Lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Monday  nexb,  Nov.  19,  at8  p.m.  Onr  esteemed 
president,  Philip  Geen,  Esq.,  has  promised  to  occupy  the 
chair.  Will  all  delegates  please  make  an  effort  to  attend, 
and  thus  show  in  the  most  practical  form  possible  how  we 
appreciate  his  attendance  ?  Business  of  interest  to  South 
London  societies  "will  be  discussed  during  the  evening. — 
R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  Club  Union-baild- 
ings,  Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.— Since  last  report  I  beg 
to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  6s.  6d.  from 
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the  donation  box  of  the  Oglander  Angling  Society.  At 
the  last  meetini;  one  application  was  made,  and  £6  granted. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on 
Friday  evening,  Nov.  2.3,  at  8, HO  — R.  Ghubney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District).— On 
Monday  evening  a  moat  enjoyable  return  visit  was  given  to 
the  Allason  United  A.S.  We  had  the  presence  of  several 
officers  of  the  association,  and  on  the  roll  being  called 
fifteen  clnbs  were  well  represented.  The  A.B  S.  box 
contained  the  sum  of  £2  10s.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the 
Admiral  Blake  A. S.,  held  at  Admiral  Blake  Hotel,  Lad- 
broke-grove-road,  Notting  Hill  (five  minutes  from  Notting 
Hill  Station),  on  Nov.  26.— J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District).— My  next 
visit  on  the  above  list  takes  plac9  on  Nov.  21  at  the  St. 
John's  A.S. ,  The  Empress,  St.  John-street-road,  Islington. 
We  hope  to  be  favoured  with  a  good  company  and  plenty  of 
excellent  tilent,  and  F.  Thorling  (the  hon.  sec.)  will  do  his 
beet  to  make  you  all  welcome. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.- Richmond  Com- 
petition.—Special  notice  to  all  who  have  cfiired  prizes  : 
Will  they  please  forward  me  on  the  tame  as  early  as 
possible,  as  we  wish  to  have  the  distribution  early  ?  By 
so  doing  they  will  oblige.— Ben  Abrahams  (Hon.  Sec), 
25,  Silver- street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

Aberoorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction.— At  our  last  match  only  two  prizes 
were  taken,  Mr.  A.  Painter  being  first,  with  81b.  of  chub  ; 
Mr.  A.  Stannard  being  second,  with  roach.  Mr.  A.  Pike, 
a  rnembsr,  hooked  and  landed  a  pretty  trout  about  a  pound, 
which  I  carefully  returned.  We  have  made  another  new 
member,  Mr.  B.  Kirk.— A.  Painter. 

AdmirAl  Bla¥e  Angling  Society,  Admiral 
Blake,  Ladbroke  Grove,  Notting  Hill,  N.W.— The  mem- 
bers went  to  Shepperton  on  Nov.  11,  but  the  weather 
being  against  them  very  little  was  done.  The  members 
met  and  closed  last  meeting  night  to  go  to  the  Allason 
visit.  Oar  first  vbit  takes  place  on  Monday,  Nov.  26, 
when  we  shall  have  plenty  of  talent,  and  hope  to  have  a 
good  muster.— C.  Stedman. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society.  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney,  N.E.— Our  first 
outing  for  Christmas  prizes,  at  St.  Margaret's,  nearly 
resulted  in  a  blank,  only  one  taking  a  sizeable  fish.  This 
was  Mr.  Murphy.  On  Nov.  18  members  will  go  where 
they  like  for  the  remaining  prizes  (over  thirty  in  number), 
one  rod  only;  jick  are  not  barred  on  this  occasion.  Last 
Wednesday  Mr.  Alf.  Penton  was  re-elected  chairman,  and 
Mr.  T.  Jones  re-elected  auditor.  The  distribution  of 
Christmas  prizes  is  to  take  place  on  Christmaa  Eve.  One 
noN  working  member  was  admitted  (Mr.  F.  Yeowell).  Mr. 
Horatio  Bottomley  was  elected  an  honorary  member. — 
Alf.  Fenton. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  HiU  Gate,  W.— 
Our  return  visit  was  a  great  success.  Mr.  C.  Chaplais 
was  an  efficient  chairman,  Mr.  E.  Jackson  vice.  Songs, 
&o.,  were  in  full  swing,  and  many  well-known  anglers 
contributed.  Mr.  Nicholas  and  Mr.  C.  Chaplais  looked 
well  after  the  comforts  of  the  visitors.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Messrs.  Woodruff,  Gray,  Barber,  F.  Newton, 
&c.  Several  letters  of  apology  for  not  being  present  were 
received.  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  called  the  roll  at  11.10  p.m:, 
when  fifteen  societies  were  representad,  andourA.B.S.box 
contained  50s.  Our  Christmas  match  takes  place  in  the 
Thames,  roving,  for  seasonable  prizes,  on  Dec.  2  j  and  the 
oup  match  at  Windsor  on  Nov,  25,  pegged-down. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Ooaoh  and  Horses,  Fortf;- 
mouth-place,  Lincobi's  Inn  Fields.— On  Nov.  11  the 
members  fished  a  competition  for  four  prizes.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  winners:  Mr.  Brandon,  first;  Mr.  Utting, 
second;  Mr.  Chambers,  third;  Mr.  Hall,  fourth.— J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square.- Will  members  please  attend  next 
Wednesday  to  arrange  outing  ?  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Nov.  11,  and  a  good  show  of  fish  wag  on  view. 
We  have  still  room  for  one  or  two  good  working  members. 
— G.  H. 

Amicable  Waltonisns  Angling  Society,  The 

George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— 
On  Nov.  11  the  following  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  :  Mr. 
Lambert,  61b.  SJoz. ;  and  Mr.  Millen,  61b.  ioz.  On 
Wednesday  a  good  muster  of  members,  and  a  lot  of 
business  done.  The  next  outing,  for  five  prizes,  takes 
place  on  Nov.  26,  and  Christmas  outing  starts  on  Dec.  2, 
when  there  are  a  good  number  of  prizes  to  go  for. — 
A.  CuiFPS. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.B.— Another  record  attendance 
at  the  ordinary  meeting  on  Wednesday,  when  also  favoured 
with  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  on  the  trays,  from 
Twickenham,  by  Messrs.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  B.  C.  Booth, 
and  E.  Stokes  (Grange  A.S.).  The  subjects  discussed 
were  in  connection  with  pike  outing  to  Pulborongh  on 
Nov.  25,  A.B.S.  concert  on  Dec.  10,  and  the  Christmas 
Outing ;  several  promises  were  added  to  the  list.  Circular 
read  in  reference  to  meeting  convened  for  Monday  next,  at 
Masons'  Arms,  East  Street,  Walworth,  to  re-organise  the 
South  London  Visiting  List  and  delegates  appointed  to 
attend  same.  Members  present  promised  to  support  the 
Peckham  Brothers  A.S.  concert  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  27; 
also  several  accepted  invitation  to  the  Oglander's  smoker 
on  Nov.  20.  Mr.  C.  Cannar  weighed-in  roach  from  Thames 
on  Nov.  11 ;  two  lapsed  prizes  available  for  Nov.  IS, 
roving. — W. 

Saitarsea  Friendly  Angling  SooSoty.  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road.  8.W.— On  Nov.  11  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Mr.  W.  Hersent,  181b.  of  jack.  In  our 
match  on  the  11th  Mr.  J.  Hudson  took  first  prize,  and 
Mr.  G.  Hemens  second  prize.  Mr.  T.  Stubbs  was 
proposed  as  a  new  member.   We  fish  an  open  roving 


match  on  the  18th  for  jack  only  for  four  prizes,  bank  only, 
public    waters,    to    go    down   on   the   morning. — A. 

De.jonge. 

Bermondaey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — Several  members  were  out  on 
the  11th,  but  all  of  them  met  with  very  poor  sport,  only 
one  weighing-in— Mr.  R.  Smith,  bream  and  roach.  The 
competition  for  the  November  series  of  prizss  will  be 
fished  on  the  18th,  conditions,  anywhere  in  the  Thames  or 
backwaters,  bank  only,  optional  to  leave  London  on 
Saturday  night. — Alk.  Conn. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Southwark-street,  S.B. — Our  November  series  of  prizes 
was  fished  off  at  Datchet  on  the  11th.  Mr.  Howard,  first ; 
Mr.  Etherington,  second  ;  Mr.  W.  Stone,  third ;  Mr. 
Stillman,  fourth.  Mr.  Sharplesa  and  Green  also  had  fish  ; 
very  poor  takes,  but  all  prizes  taken.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse 
had  a  nice  take  roach  and  chub  fishing  other  waters. — J. 
Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society.  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheini-orescent,  Notting  Hill.  —  The  following  have 
weighed-in  since  my  last  report :  Messrs.  Wilkins,  Maguire, 
and  Hunt.  I  hope  all  members  will  try  to  make  a  success 
of  our  subscription  match  at  Windsor  on  Nov.  18.  The 
conditions  are  :  Boundary  from  Windsor  Bridge  to  Surley 
Hall ;  two  rods  allowed,  but  no  live  bait  to  be  taken  ;  all 
fish  to  weigh  except  jack,  pope,  eels,  bleak,  and  minnows  ; 
cease  fishing  in  time  to  register  fish  at  Waterman's  Arms 
by  5.15  p.m.  ;_any  member  who  arrives  later  will  be  dis- 
qualified. With  regard  to  the  Richmond  competition,  the 
committee  were  unable  to  fix  date  of  distribution,  as  there 
are  so  ininy  prizes  not  yet  ia.  I  had  the  honour  of  taking 
the  chair  at  the  Allason  United  on  Monday  last,  and  the 
meeting  was  well  patronised  by  anglers  from  all  parte  of 
London. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brother!  Angling  So  oUty,  Windsor 
Castle,  162,  High  Holborn,  W.C.— The  second  edition 
of  the  quarterly  peg-down  match  takes  place  on  Nov.  18, 
at  Windsor,  when  we  fish  for  three  prizes  under  the  usual 
conditions.  I  hope  all  members  will  be  present. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle. — The  twentieth  competition  of  the 
season  _  was  held  on  Saturday  last  at  Sefton  in  the 
most  inclement  weather,  with  the  result  that  sport 
was  poor,  but  two  prizjs  were  taken  by  Messrs. 
Grundy  and  F.  Baker.  Twenty-one  in  a  season,  and  all 
weekday  competitions,  is  a  fair  record.  I  am  sorry  to  say 
the  association  has  lost  a  valuable  member  and  friend  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  R.  Woolfall,  secretary  of  the  Liverpool 
Association,_  which  took  place  with  extreme  suddenness  on 
Nov.  9.  His  demise  will  be  sincerely  regretted  by  the 
whole  of  the  anglers  of  the  Liverpool  district.  As  an 
authority  on  piscatorial  matters  he  had  no  equal  in  the 
district,  and  his  place  wUl  be  very  hard  to  fill.  Some 
substantial  memorial  by  the  anglers  of  the  district  would 
be  a  very  fitting  tribute  to  his  memory.  At  the  weekly 
meeting  of  this  association  on  Tuesday  last  a  vote  of 
sympathy  and  condolence  to  his  family  was  passed  in 
silence. — Rudd. 

Sranswicb  Brothen  Angling  Sooiety.  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — Members  are 
requested  to  remember  the  Christmas  outing  on  Nov.  IS 
at  Harlow,  for  which  ten  prizes  are  to  be  competed  for, 
Mr.  S.  King  was  duly  elected  as  a  working  member. 
Will  those  members  engaged  on  the  rules  amendment 
committee  pleise  attend  regularly  ?  We  had  a  good  many 
members  out  last  week-end.  Brother  Temson  secnring  a 
nice  barbel.  Brothers  Bissell  and  Parmenter  were  also 
amongst  the  dace,  roach,  and  jack  ;  otherwiss  sport  ruled 
poor. — A.  Robertson. 

Burlington  Anglers,  The  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Park. — A  general  meeting  took  place  on  Nov,  7.  Mr. 
Lamb  had  a  nice  take  of  pike  and  other  fish  at  Staines  last 
week ;  beyond  that  other  members  have  not  been  out,  but 
are  looking  forward  to  do  so  about  Christmas.  The  next 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Nov.  21. — J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  KeatSi  Brothars  AngUag  society. 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — The  following  weighed-in  on  Nov.  II :  Messrs. 
R.  Hubbard,  roach;  W.  Elliott,  roach  ;  B.  Sawyer,  jun., 
roach  and  chub  ;  H.  Deverell,  dace  ;  J.  Baines,  perch  ;  R. 
Chambers,  perch ;  C.  Wicks,  perch.  Our  Christmas  out- 
ing was  brought  to  the  front  last  Tuesday,  and  several 
amounts  were  promised,  together  with  joints  and  a  turkey, 
as  well  as  £2  granted  out  of  the  club  funds.  A  prize  is 
guaranteed  to  every  member  who  enters  same.  No  blanks  ! 
Next  Tuesday  being  a  special  general  meeting  night,  I 
hope  to  see  the  chair  well  supported,  and  the  Christmas 
prize  list  well  patronised. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Soolssy.  Tne  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  Nov.  II 
Messrs.  Taylor,  jick,  71b.  143z. ;  Fuller,  roach;  Lay, 
roach  ;  Parker,  jack,  roaoh,  perch,  and  dace  ;  Cook,  jick 
and  roach;  Mann,  roach  and  dace;  and  Wilson,  dace. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  to  arrange 
place  for  Christmas  outing. — R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.  —  The  following  weighed-in  on 
Nov.  II :  W.  Payers,  roach ;  W.  Plight,  dace  ;  F.  Stam- 
ford, roaoh.  Several  others  had  fishj  but  did  not  weigh-in. 
We  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  2  at  Richmond, 
between  Chitty's  Boathonse  and  end  of  Eel  Fie  Island  ; 
meet  at  Richmond  Station  at  9.30  to  register  names ;  cease 
fishing  at  5  p.m  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  except  jack;  register 
fish  before  leaving  water-side. — W.  B.  F. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Sooiety,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Mr.  C.  Ball  was  the  only  successful  member  in  taking  a 
prize  in  our  match  at  Datchet  on  11th  inst.  Our  ninth 
day's  _  outing  will  take  place  on  Nov.  25  at  Reading,  for 
six  prizes ;  roving  (tow-path  only),  in  Thames.  Cnristmas 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  same  day.    All  sizeable  fish 


according  to  club  rules  to  weigh-in  for  these  prizes  only. 
— G.  T.  JaiMEson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  l,>aeen's 
Piscatorials,  held  at  the  C^usen's  Arms,  Chapal-street, 
Bdgware-roid,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  27.  A  good  entertain- 
ment is  promised. — F.  Ca.stkll. 

Clissold  Angling  Sooiety,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
weld-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — We  fish  for  our  Christ- 
mas prizes  on  Nov.  IS;  boundary  from  Fish  and  Eels  to 
Rye  House  Bridge.  The  financial  position  of  the  club 
was  sulmitted  by  Messrs.  Greengrass  and  Eistwood, 
which  proved  very  satisfactory;  and  to  complete  the 
business,  Mr.  E,  J.  Hunt  was  unanimously  elected 
secretary  in  succession  to  myself,  on  my  resignation  at 
Christmas.  Rule  10  will  be  strictly  enforced.— 
T.  Faulkner. 

CoUingvood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-Equare,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — Mr.  T.  Deane 
weighed-in  fine  show  roach;  Mr.  Bill,  dsce.  Some  of  us 
visited  Mr.  Shepherd  and  the  Peckhamites  on  Tuesday, 
and  had  a  jolly  evening  together;  they  are  coming  to  see 
us  on  Wednesday,  2l8t.  Shall  be  pleased  to  welcome 
brother  anglers  who  can  spare  tha  time.  Members  of  th? 
Collingwood  rally  round  the  flag. — F.  P.  Sorgk. 

Balaton  Angling  Sooiety,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Nov.  11  twenty  members 
competed  at  Broxbonrne  for  ten  Christmas  prizes.  Result 
as  follows  :  R.  Parram,  first;  J.  Thoms,  second;  A.  E. 
Lloyd,  jun.,  third;  F.  Wild,  fourth;  A.  Wild,  fifth; 
F.  Balawin,  sixth ;  F.  Davison,  seventh.  The  three 
remaining  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on  the  I8th  (roving). 
Members  to  leave  London  on  the  morning.  On  Nov.  I'i  a 
very  full  attendance,  when  several  items  of  importance 
were  disposed  of.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday,  the  20th.    Important. — S.  Malhy. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints' -road,  Westbourne  Park. — Most  of  our  members 
were  out  during  the  week,  when  the  following  weighed-in  ; 
Messrs.  Millett  (jack,  5lb.  13oz.),  Lane  (roach,  21b.  I3Joz.), 
Barns,  Fathers,  Tucker,  Belcher,  aid  Barrett.  On 
Nov.  18  a  private  match  will  take  place  at  Marlow. — W. 
Jenkins, 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham.— Sport  has  been  very  tame  lately,  only  a  few 
members  having  any  Eport.  Messrs  Barlow,  Perrin,  and 
PoUentine,  roaoh  and  dice;  Mr.  C.  Langton,  roach; 
Messrs.  Elder,  Denton,  Denton,  jan.,  Suffell,  Langton, 
and  Dyer,  twenty  dozen  of  flounders  from  Leigh.  On 
Nov.  21  we  have  a  concert  and  supper  at  the  above ; 
members  and  fiiends  who  intend  coming  to  the  sapper 
will  much  oblige  by  letting  me  know  as  soon  as  possible.— 
J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society.  Half-Way  House, 
Barlsfield,  S.W.— Our  next  outing  (Nov.  18)  will  be  to  the 
Thames,  fishing  from  the  Swan,.  Ditton,  to  the  ferry 
at  Hampton.  We  are  putting  up  three  prizes  for  this 
outing,  so  I  hope  to  see  a  good  attendance,  bank  or  boat. 
Train  from  Barlsfield,  8.31,  returning  Hampton  Court 
6.10.  Re  the  proposed  sea  outing  on  Dec.  2,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  definite  promises  from  those  who  propose 
going  to  enable  me  to  fix  up  the  arrangements. — E.  H. 
Lane. 

Gtolden  Barbel  Angeling  Sooiety,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  On 
Nov.  II  Mr.  Coker  weighed-in  jack,  two  fish  I31b.  I3ioz  , 
lirgest  81b.  S^oz.,  and  Mr.  Verity  roach.  We  fiave 
arranged  our  Christmas  outing  to  take  place  on  Dec.  9  at 
Richmond,  from  Petersham  Meadows  to  Teddington  Lock  ; 
several  good  prizes  given  ;  I  should  like  to  cee  members 
turn  up  better. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Grown,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — Some  good  roach  were  brought  in  on 
Nov.  II  by  Mr.  W.  Erhorn,  also  jack  by  Mr.  Griflen, 
weight,  one  fish,  I41b.  I4ioz.  Four  prizes  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  Haines,  E.  Jones,  &a.  ;  there  remains  eight  to  be 
fished  for,  same  conditions  as  last  week. — R.  M. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Hotel, 
London-street,  Greenwich. — We  fish  a  friendly  match  with 
the  United  Brothers  Angling;  Society  at  Pangbourne  on 
Nov.  25  for  a  supper,  which  will  take  place  at  the  club- 
house of  the  winning  membsrs.  This  is  the  fore-runner  of 
a  series  of  matches,  for  which  a  trophy  will  be  presented 
by  Mr.  Mackrill,  of  the  Druid's  Head,  Deptford.  Our 
members  having  heard  of  a  private  water  to  let,  delegates 
were  appointed  to  visit  and  report.  Oar  next  smoker  has 
been  postponed ;  due  notice  of  date  will  be  given  each 
member.  Several  members  out  fishing  (sea  and  fresh 
water).  Mr.  Marsh  reported  a  good  catch  of  roach,  three 
of  which  weighed  51b. — J.  Dryden. 

Harlesdeu  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — We  fished  a  match  at  Cookham  on 
Nov.  II,  and  Messrs.  Moysey,  Shilcock,  and  Ide  were 
successful  in  order  named.  Messrs.  Ide  andShiloock  were 
also  successful  in  the  A.B.  omf  etition. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green. — The  lapsed  prizes  are 
to  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  18 ;  sign  on  Saturday  night 
after  six  o'clock  ;  go  where  they  like  ;  all  fish  to  weigh-in 
according  to  club  rules.  Will  members  kindly  attend  next 
Wednesday  evening  ? — W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

Highbury  Angling  Sooiety,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  ToDington-road,  HoUoway,  N. — The  attendance  at 
the  last  two  meetings  has  been  most  gratifying,  and  those 
members  fortunate  enough  to  be  present  on  Wednesday 
evening  last  were  rewarded  by  the  sight  of  a  splendid  tray 
of  roach  and  chub,  281b.  I5|oz  ,  taken  by  Mr.  F.  Berry. 
AJthough  aU  good  class  fish  nothing  quite  reached  specimen 
standard,  the  biggest  roach  beicg  lib.  4ioz.,  but  they  were 
greatly  admired,  and  in  the  couree  of  the  meeting  the 
toast  of  the  "  Successful  Angler  "  was  duly  honoured.— 
E.  Wtmer. 
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Holloway  An^Ungr  Society,  Holloway  Station 
Hotel,  Holloway,  N. — Since  last  report  we  have  had  some 
nice  shows  of  fish.  Messrs  Stockton  and  Haines,  fishing 
private  water,  had  eaveral  jack,  largest  olb. ;  Mr.  Hawes, 
on  Siturday  last,  251b,  of  iick,  largest  71b.;  Mr.  A. 
Clayton,  SJlb.  of  roach,  best  fish  14dz,  ;  Mr.  Horner,  SJib. 
of  roach,  largest  lib.  4oz. — A.  Clayton. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — At  our  meeting 
on  Nov.  li  two  new  members  were  proposed.  Mr. 
Brister  had  a  brace  of  nice  jack  ;  Mr.  John  Morgan,  dace ; 
and  Mr.  Whenman,  roach  and  perch.  We  had  a  very 
pleasant  musical  evening,  Mr.  Tom  Huggett  especially 
being  good. — J.  M.  Brolgham. 

Eozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Bagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E. — On  Nov.  11  wa 
fished  for  prixjs  at  Harlow,  but  only  one  member  was 
successful,  viz  ,  Mr.  Bailey,  with  roach.  We  fish  for  the 
remaining  five  at  St.  Margaret's ;  start  by  9  S  train,  and 
leave  Railway  Hotel  after  roll  call.  The  Hoxton  Brothers' 
supper  on  Tuesday,  Nov,  13,  was  a  grand  success.  Just 
on  forty  members  and  friends  partook  of  the  feast.  Our 
chairman,  Mr.  W.  Norman ;  vies,  J.  Haggett.  Amongst 
those  present  were  Messrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  T.  Tyler, 


Ampleford,  Enzer,  H.  CoUings,  sen.,  T.  Brockett, 
Kynaston.  &b.  The  foUowiag  contributed  to  the  harmony  : 
Messrs.  Norman,  Haggett,  W.  Fuller,  Newton,  Cole, 
Tyler,  Enzer,  Williams,  McGainess,  &o.  The  toast  of  the 
evening  was  the  success  of  "  The  Anglers'  Association." 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodrnff,  in  responding,  spoke  of  the  good 
work  of  the  A. A.,  and  hoped  he  had  given  satisfaction  to 
the  anglers  at  large  daring  the  short  time  he  had  been  in 
office.  The  "  Succjss  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers  "  was  duly 
honoured,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  vice 
brought  a  successful  evening  to  a  close. — B.  Bisaor. 

Islingrton  Brothera  Antfliug  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road,  N, — The  following  weighed-in  on 
Nov.  11 :  Messrs.  Perry  and  Herbert,  dace  ;  Wilkes,  roach 
and  dace  ;  andBrookman,  perch.  On  Tuesday  last  (Mr. 
J.  Howard  ia  the  chair)  our  delegate  for  the  Central 
Association  gave  in  his  repDrt,  which  was  duly  received. 
We  fish  our  Christmas  match  on  Deo.  2-3,  frjm  Petersham 
Meadows  to  Twickenham  Feriy. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — The  half- 
yearly  distribution  of  special  prizes  will  take  plac9  on 
Nov.  28.  Members  having  prizes  to  send  in  please  do  so 
at  once,  to  enable  me  to  prepare  the  list.  Mr.  W.  Wilshere 


was  well  among  the  roach  yesterday,  the  14th  inst.,  having 
a  splendid  show  of  1001b.,  fifteen  of  the  heaviest  weighing 
IGlb.  lOoz.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Frioca  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington. — Since  our  last  report  we  have 
had  two  shows  of  fish  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Benc9  and 
Redingtan.  We  fish  a  match  from  Cookbam  Bridge  to 
Bourne  End  Bridge  on  Deo.  9;  two  rcds;  all  fish  to 
weigh;  take  your  own  live  biits;  first  train  from  West- 
bourne  Park,  or  any  subsequent  train. — G.  Bknce. 

Xiinoola  Angling  Boolety,  Matropoutan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Nov.  11  Mr.  Cook  saved  the  club 
from  a  blank  with  51b.  12cz.  roach.  Oar  Christmas  outing 
will  ta.ke  place  at  Bourne  Ead  on  Dec.  2,  A  good 
number  of  prizes  are  promised  for  this  oating. — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool   Angling   Association,  Bee  Ho(e\ 

Queen-square.— It  is  with  profound  regret  that  1  have  to 
announce  the  sudden  death  from  apoplexy  of  our  esteemed 
honorary  secretary,  Mr.  Richard  Woolfall,  the  particulars 
of  which  will  be  found  in  another  column  of  this  journal. 
A  special  meeting  of  members  and  friends  was  held  on 
Monday  evening  at  the  clubhouse,  when  a  vote  of  con- 
dolence was  passed,  and  much  sympathy  expressed  for  his 
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widow  and  those  whom  are  left  behind  to  mourn  his  losa. 
His  funeral  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  members  of  his  family  circle,  it  was  largely 
attended  by  the  angling  brotherhood,  who  were  desirous 
of  paying  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory. 
Amongst  others  who  were  present  were  Capt. 
Macnab,  E  N.,  Messrs.  Henry  Whitty  (represonting 
the  FishinQ  Gazette),  Henry  Lsamin  (president),  W,J. 
Veale,  R.  Whittington,  T.  Jagger,  H.  Wood,  R.  Wilson, 
T.  White,  J.  Pennington,  G.  ITarber,  H.  Gale,  R. 
Roberts,  Jefferies.  G.  Houghton,  A.  H.  Mason,  .1,  Travis, 
Raper,  Birtles.  Bitch,  Vaughan.  J.  Starn,  Geo.  Hyams 
(West  Derby  A. A.),  W.  Davies  (Edgehill  A.A.),  N.  Jones 
(Bootle  A.A.).  W.  Haymes  (Cyprus  A.A  ).  Master  A.  E. 
Whittington  (our  youngest  member),  and  T.  8.  Hunt. 
The  coffin  was  cjvered  with  beautifal  wreaths  sent  by  the 
members  of  his  old  club,  the  Liverpool  Angling  As3ocia- 
tion,  the  Cyprus  A.A.,  the  Central  A.A  ,  the  West  Derby 
A  A.,  Mr.  J.  Birtles,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Orchard,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bloore,  "A  Sympathetic  Friend,"  and  others.  His 
death  causes  a  vacancy  in  our  association  it  will  indeed  be 
hard  to  fill.— T.  S.  H. 

aCaldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society, 
White  Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — Anglers  were 
not  very  successful  on  the  10th  and  llfch.  Mr.  S.  Vince 
caught  31b.  of  roach  and  dace  Saturday  afternoon ;  Mr. 
Hamilton  also  some  did;  Messrs.  Coyle,  Vinoe,  Springett, 
Hamilton  were  scccegsful  with  roach  and  dace  on  the 
11th  inst.,  from  the  tidal  waters,  Beeleigh ;  F.  Keen 
caught  a  jack  5Jlb.,  and  one  4Jlb.,  on  the  10th  and 
13th  inst.,  from  the  Langford  waters.  The  smoking 
concert  for  the  benefit  of  Ben  Bevers,  held  at  the  Half 
Moon  Inn  on  the  10th,  was  a  capital  success,  and  the  total 
subscription  realised  during  the  evening  was  £1  lis.  9J. 
Other  subscriptions  from  the  sale  of  tickets  have  yet  to  be 
added.  Mr.  Geo.  Hamilton  made  a  splendid  chairman, 
and  Mr.  H.  Collins  delighted  the  company  as  a  pianist. 
Mr,  Cutbush  acted  as  vice-chairman,  and  kindly  handed  in 
the  sum  of  10a.  towards  the  fund.  Many  thanks  are  due 
to  the  chairman,  vice-chairman,  pianist,  and  Messrs.  H. 
Massey,  Stretch,  and  other  London  anglers  for  the  kind 
assistance  given  to  make  the  concert  a  success.  The  time 
of  tide  at  Beeleigh  on  the  18th  (li^h  water)  9  56  a  m., 
for  roach  and  dace  (biit  gentles).  Tickets^ for  fishing  the 
Langford  waters  may  be  had  on  application  to  Mr. 
Wakelin,  Langford  Hall,  Is.  per  day,  or  5j.  for  the  season. 
— F.  Keen. 

North  Brixbsn  (aiadstona)  Angling  Society, 

11,  St.  Mirk's-road,  Camberwell  New-road,  S.E.— We 
fished  on  Nov.  11  at  Twickenham,  when  Mr.  C.  Street 
won  the  third  prize,  with  dac3.—C.  A.  Brown. 

North-Ilast  Brotliers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Nov.  11  wa  hid 
a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  the  following  members  weighing- 
in  :  Messrs.  Thorn,  jick;  Hart,  jack  and  roach ;  Biton, 
roach;  W,  Richards,  sen.,  roach;  and  B.  Lamb, 
roach.  On  Nov.  18  a  peg-down  match  takes  placi  a*; 
Bares  for  our  Christmas  prizes.  Stretch  of  water  Bares 
Hall  farm;  train  8.40  Globe  Road,  change  at  Stratford. 
— G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby -street,  Liverpool-road. — Since  last  report  the 
shows  of  fishlhave  been  small,  contributed  by  W.  Stretch, 
W.  Boarman,  H.  and  S.  Ford,  A.  Wells,  6.  Hayes. 
Several  members  fished  in  the  Richmond  competition,  two 
of  whom  were  successful,  namely  :  A.  Wells,  G.  Hayes. 
The  next  return  visit  on  the  Central  Association  is  to  the 
above,  and  will  take  place  on  Nov.  26,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster.  Will  those  clubs  having  outstanding 
accounts  ani  unssld  tickets  for  Mr.  H,  Ford's  benefit 
kindly  settle  for  eam?  ?  Allow  me  to  return  my  best 
thanks  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Ford  to  one  and  all  for  their 
assistance  on  this  ocoision. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Fiscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwioh,  S.B. — Oar  punt  competi- 
tion at  Twickenham  resulted  as  follows :  W.  B.  Nayler, 
first,  21b.  14oz. ;  W.  S.  Cartwright,  second,  2ib.  13oz. ; 
and  J.  Williams,  tlird,  lib.  lljoz.  The  special  prize 
given  by  Mr.  Mueller  for  the  largest  roach  was  won  by 
W.  B.  Nayler  also.  Messrs.  0.  Dold,  G.  Cartwright, 
P.  Adams,  A.  H.  Harling,  Myers,  T.  Coates,  T.  Mueller, 
Day,  S.  H.  Gurney,  and  T.  Moyler  all  had  small  shows  of 
fish.  Oar  new  member  had  two  jick,  101b.  43z.,  largest 
one  71b.  On  Tuesday  next  there  will  be  very  little 
bueiness  done  owing  to  it  being  our  concert  night.  I  hope 
all  members  that  possibly  can  will  turn  up,  as  the  pro- 
gramme is  extra  good.  A  sweepstake  arranged  by  the 
members  for  the  winning  puntsman  went  to  Harper,  who 
piloted  the  first  and  secjnd. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green. — The  four 
remaining  prizes  were  won  at  Maldon  by  J.  Whitmore,  J. 
Nagle,  J.  Blade,  and  J.  Davis.  Our  return  visit  on  the 
No.  1  District  takes  place  on  the  26th  inst.  Chairmm, 
R.  Akin,  late  King's  Arms,  Old  Bethnal  Green-road  ; 
vice,  E.  Brockett,  Original  Alexandra  A.S.  Hope  to  see 
a  full  room  of  friends. — George. 

Peckham  Biothers  Angling  Society,  Masons' 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth.  —  A  pleasant  evening  was 
soent  on  Nov.  13,  we  receiving  a  friendly  visit  from  the 
Colling  wood  and  St.  Albin's  A.S.  Some  good  harmony  was 
rendered  during  the  evening  by  members  of  each  society. 
We  intend  to  attend  in  force  to  the  Collingwood  on  next 
Wednesday  evening,  when  I  should  like  to  see  a  few  of 
our  old  friends  from  the  Barmondsey  Brothers  and  Black- 
fiiirs.  OarA.B.S.  concert  on  Nov.  27  ;  I  hope  all  clubs 
will  he'p.  On  Nov.  11,  Mr.  T.  Evans  had  a  nice  show  of 
dace.  The  remaining  prize  from  October  series  has  been 
added  to  this  month's  outing  on  Nov.  18  at  Palborough  ; 
all  members  to  ride  to  and  come  back  from  Palborough  on 
day  of  match.  Mr.  Poole,  Collingwood,  gave  a  prize  of  a 
lackle  case  fitted.— T.  G.  GiBBS. 
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Phosnix  Auglint;  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.WT— On  Nov.  11  the  three  prizes  were 
won  by  Messrs.  BoutHsr,  Meyer,  and  Smith.  Members 
are  reminded  there  is  a  spesimen  chub  prize  (Bourne  End 
season). — 11.  C. 

no^al  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square.— On  Nov.  1 1  most  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  Messrs.  Longland  and  Lewis 
returned  with  fish.  We  fish  a  competition  on  Dec.  2  from 
Petersham  Meadows  to  Swan  Ferry  at  Twickenham,  and 
I  hope  to  see  all  members  present  on  that  occision. 
Prior  to  the  outing  will  members  please  note  rule  5,  F 
also  wish  to  remind  members  that  the  last  Wednesday  in 
this  month  is  quarterly  night. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Ooborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  Nov.  11  we  fished  a  match  at 
Harlow  for  six  prizjs,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Mr. 
G.  Bond,  first,  jick;  J.  Walker,  second,  roach.  The 
remaining  four  prizes,  with  two  added,  to  be  fished 
Nov.  25.    Go  where  the  members  like.— F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-gtreet-road,  Clerkenwell.— Our  November  competi- 
tion is  progressing  very  slowly.  Oa  Nov.  11  we  had  a 
small  show  by  Messrs.  Warren,  Podger,  and  Emery.  We 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  anglers  and  friends  at  our 
return  visit  on  Nov.  21.— F.  Thohung. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Nov.  11 
the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  S.  King,  roach,  2lb. ; 
T.  Pennell,  perch,  U^oz.;  W.  Aldis,  jack,  31b.  lloz.  As 
a  result  of  the  match  with  the  Golden  Barbel  the  supper 
will  take  place  at  the  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Union-street, 
Middlesex  Hospital,  on  Nov.  21,  at  8.30.  Oar  Christmas 
outing  for  a  series  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  Bourne  Bad 
from  Cookham  Bridge  to  Marlow  Bridge,  Deo.  2.  On 
Nov.  13,  Ben.  Smith  weighed-in  jack,  Sib.  7oz.— W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Tront  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  the  11th  cup 
outing  to  Shiplake  took  place,  when  the  following  were 
successful :  Mr.  C.  Smales,  roach,  21b.  10. z. ;  Mr.  Phillips, 
roach,  2Ib.  33z.  ;  Mr.  Woollon,  roach  and  perch, 
lib.  lljoz.  ;  Mr.  Fletcher,  roach,  lib.  Joz. ;  Mr.  Clarke, 
roach,  S^oz. ;  Mr.  Franco  and  Mr.  Pettit,  one  roach  each. 
Members  who  have  not  done  so,  kindly  attend  and  clear 
books.— R.  Smith. 

South  Benuondssy  Clnb  and  Institute  Pisoa- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— On  Nov.  11  Mr. 
P.  AUum  weighed-in  roach,  two  fish  scaling  nearly  1  Jib. 
each  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Costin  again  scoring  with  barbel.  Our 
annual  Christmas  outicg  will  take  place  on  DdC.  18,  and  I 
hope  all  members  will  do  their  bjst  to  make  it  as  convivial 
and  successful  as  on  previous  occasions. — J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney.— Members  turned  out  in  full  strength  to 
fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  at  Burnt  Mill  on  Nov.  11. 
We  had  fine  weather,  but  poor  sport.  Only  one  member 
succeeded  in  landing  the  necessary  weight  of  fish  (the 
lowest  limit  of  weight  for  prize-taking),  |lb.,  one  other 
member  landing  a  6oz,  perch  after  catching  a  small  jack. 
These  were  the  onl^  fish  caught,  Mr.  G.  Chamberlain 
being  the  successful  winner.  Nov.  18  a  rover  ;  anywhere. 
— W.  B. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — The  following  weighed-in  on  Nov.  11 : 
Mr.  T.  Lucas,  perch;  Messis.  H.  and  A.  Pain,  chub; 
and  Mr.  R.  Tinell,  perch.  Mr.  W.  Shepherd  had  a  nice 
show  of  dace  on  Saturday.  Prizes  are  still  coming  in  for 
our  Christmas  outing,  which  i  hope  all  members  will 
atterd.  Oar  late  secretary,  Mr.  T,  Lucas,  has  been 
appointed  treasurer. — A.  P. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham.— Oar  competition  of  Nov.  11  and  12  was  the 
beat  we  have  ever  held  for  entries.  Eighteen  members 
competed.  The  first  ptiza  (a  smoker's  cabinet  and  a  box 
of  fifty  cigars),  presented  by  f.wo  friends,  was  won  by  Mr. 
Jones  ;  the  sesond  prize  (lOj.  6d,,  or  value),  presented  by 
Mr.  W.  M.  Clark,  the  president,  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  E. 
Simonds;  the  third  prize  (a  winch),  presenteij  by  Mr. 
Ogden  Smith,  was  won  by  Mr.  A.  Turner.  The  takes  of 
fish  were  very  small  indeed ;  there  was  not  3ib.  of  fish 
weighed-in  on  the  11th.  Mr.  Jones,  who  took  first  prize, 
fished  on  the  12  th  (piloted  by  Mr.  J.  Spong),  took 
4Ib.  12|oz.  Another  new  member  (honorary)  was  pro- 
posed this  week,  and  another  competition  arranged  for 
Nov.  25  and  28  ;  further  particulars  at  next  meeting;  this 
makes  three  compjtitions  in  six  weeks. — Geo.  Barrow. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford. — We  have  had  a  few  small  catches 
weighed-in  by  the  following  :  On  the  4th  inst ,  by  Mr.  J. 
Oakley,  who,  with  several  of  our  members,  took  pait  in 
the  A  B.S.  at  Richmond,  winning  first  prize,  and  Mr.  H. 
Pordham  taking  a  prize  also.  On  the  11th  inst.  Messrs. 
J.  Payne,  C.  Wild:rspin,  G.  Belton,  S.  Drage,  and  W.  J. 
Mackrell,  jan.,  also  weighed-in.  On  the  25th  inst.  we  fish 
a  friendly  match  at  Pangbourne,  with  the  Greenwich 
Angling  Society.  Oar  worthy  host,  Mr.  Mackrell,  has 
promised  a  valuable  trophy  |for  this  occasion.  The 
members  of  both  societies  will  afterwards  dine  together 
at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  Greenwich,  or  at  our  clabhouse, 
should  we  be  saccassful. — F.  Beak, 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,   Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,    N.W.  —  On 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  With  Ihechangiiig 
season  it  is  prudent  for  all  to  rectify  any  ailment  affticting  them  ; 
but  it  is  ineumbent  on  the  aged,  suffering  under  ulcerations  .and 
simil.ar  debilitating  eaiises,  to  have  tLem  removed,  or  worse 
consequences  will  follow.  The  Ointment  is  their  remedy;  on 
its  powers  oil  may  confidently  rely ;  it  not  only  simply  puts  their 
sores  out  of  sight,  but  extirpates  their  source  of  mischief, 
extracts  the  corroding  poison,  and  stimulates  Nature  to  All  up 
the  ulcer  with  sound,  healthy  granulations  that  will  abide  through 
life.  Under  this  treatment  bad  legs  soon  become  sound,  scorbutic 
shins  cast  off  their  scales,  and  scrofulous  sores  cease  to  exist. 
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Nov.  II  several  members  weighed-in  good  shows  of  roich 
and  perch  from  the  Thames.  On  Dec.  2  we  have  our 
Christmas  outing  at  Bourne  Knd  for  a  number  of  good 
prizes,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — G.  Smith. 

Walham  Oreen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Will  all  members  Idndiy 
attend  Wednesday  next  to  make  final  arrangements  for 
match  with  Brompton  Angling  Soeiety,  also  for  Clirietmas 
outing  y  Messrs.  Laws  and  Wallace  were  nominated  for 
working  membership,  and  Messrs.  Lindsey  and  Golding 
for  honorary  members.  Mr.  Templeman  weighed-in  roach 
and  dace  on  Nov.  11. — W.  L.  Kkrry. 

Warwick  Angling  Sooletv,  Lord  Brooke,  Shem- 
hall-street,  Walthamstow. — On  Nov.  11  our  members  had 
a  white  carpet  turn-out  to  compete  for  prizes  which  were 
not  taken  for  outing  on  Nov.  4.  Although  a  good  number 
turned  out  we  were  very  unsuccessful,  Mr.  Robinson  only 
weigliing-in  with  perch. — W.  C allcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  8.E. — Very  poor  sport  on 
Nov.  11.  There  are  still  four  prizes  untaken.  Members 
can  fish  for  them  where  they  please  on  Nov.  1*^.  Tuesday 
next  is  the  sapper  night. — W.  Co.x. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  Nov.  11  the  following  weighed-in: 
Mr.  Govier,  jack;  Mr.  Styman,  roach.  Members  are 
urgently  requested  to  attend  next  meeting.  I  tnportant 
business. — H.  Heir, 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — We  have  arranged  a  club  match  (bank 
only)  for  Nov.  22  and  one  on  Nov.  25,  at  Bourne  End,  for 
six  prizes.  Members  not  to  start  fishing  before  10.30  on 
either  day,  and  all  fish  to  be  weighed-ia  on  day  of  capture. 
— J.  J.  Hunter. 

Weat  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  Nov,  11  the 
following  weighed-ia  :  Messrs.  Newton,  Burling,  Tyler, 
Pethurst  (all  reach)  ;  Mr,  Homer,  jack  and  perch  (heaviest 
perch  lib.  7ioz  ) ;  Mr.  Kettnns,  jack  ;  and  Mr.  Vale, 
perch.  We  have  a  peg-down  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel 
for  Christmas  prizes.  All  to  go  down  by  the  train  that 
leaves  Stratford  at  7.35  a.m.  Honorary  members  invited. 
— R.  Lowther. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Wimbledon. — At  Tuesday's  meeting  it  was  decided  to  have 
the  usual  Christmas  competition  on  Dec.  9,  on  club  water. 
On  the  18th  inst.  there  will  be  a  match  at  Weybridge. 
Mr.  G.  Bolderstone  took  a  good  perch  in  the  Thamei  of 
lib.  11c  z. ;  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Bovie  showed  a  dozen  and  a  half 
nice  roach  from  the  same  river.  Mr.  McBean  also  took  a 
perch  just  over  lib.  at  Shepperton. — Hon.  SEf. 


BIG  SALMON  AND  TROUT. 

In  the  second  volume  of  Charles  Knight's  "  Animated 
Nature,"  piinted  by  Clowes,  of  Stamford-street,  and 
published  a  good  many  years  ago,  mention  is  made  of 
some  interesting  records  of  lordly  salmon  and  trout  taken 
chiefly  by  old  anglers.  Yarrell  is  quoted  as  stating  that 
the  largest  salmon  known  up  to  that  time  weighed  831b., 
and  came  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Groves,  fishmonger, 
of  Bond-street.  It  was  a  female  fish  of  excellent  quality, 
and  the  date  given  is  1821.  A  Mr.  Lascelles  is  qaoted  as 
saying  that  the  largest  salmon  captured  with  the  fly  up  to 
tbOEe  days  in  Scotland  weighed  oljlb.  A  Mr.  Mudie 
stated  that  he  knew  of  a  60-pounder  having  been  taken. 

A  salmon  was  caught  in  the  Thames,  at  Shepperton,  by 
an  angler  on  tingle  gut,  and  landed  v^ichout  the  aid  of  a 
net.  The  successful  angler  was  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Brewer- 
street,  London,  ia  Oct.  3,  1812,  and  weighed  211b.  In 
March,  1835,  a  trout  of  151b.  was,  according  to  Yarrell, 
netted  in  the  Thames,  and  in  April  of  the  same  year 
another  trout  of  lllb.  was  got  in  th«  same  way  and  river. 
In  1822,  in  the  waters  of  the  Avon,  at  the  back  of  Castle- 
street,  Salisbury,  a  tront  was  got  that  weighed  25Ib.  It 
is  simply  said,  "  was  taken  out  of  the  water,"  which  was 
rather  ominous. 

Yarrell  is  again  quoted  as  to  certain  experiments  having 
been  made  in  feeding  trout  kept  in  separate  tanks.  The 
worm  as  trout  food  in  confinement,  so  to  speak,  took  a 
backseat.  The  fish  grew  slowly  and  had  "an  emaciated 
look."  Other  trout  were  "nourished  on  minnows  "  and 
"  became  much  larger."  Yet  a  third  lot  of  the  fish  were 
fed  "on  flies  only,"  and  "the  quantity  cf  food  was  in 
nowise  so  great,"  but  the  trout  were  in  a  short  time  of 
"  prodigious  dimensions."  Mention  ia  made  of  ihegillaroo 
trout  ia  Lough  Neagh,  Ireland.  Ia  the  surface  of  the 
stomachs  of  these  fish  (according  to  YaireU)  was  an 
"  indurated  cuticle,"  but  "the  parietes  were  not  thicker 
than  those  cf  other  trouts."  The  teeth  of  these  fish  were 
small,  hvit  in  number  and  situation  like  those  of  the 
ordinary  kind.  .  .  .  Deformed  trout,  with  the  upper 
jaw  truncated  or  stunted  in  growth  and  the  lower  jaw  pro- 
truding, occur  in  some  of  the  lakes  in  Wales,  and  have 
been  taken  also  in  a  small  loch  called  Lochdow,  near 
Pitmaia,  ia  Sutherlandshiie.  Rusticus. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

Thk  following  i>articalara  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

16,755.    Heniy  William  Perry,  Fish  Dock,  Giimsby. 

An  iron  stud  bracket,  with  bolts,  to  attach  to 
an  otter  board  for  trawling  for  fish. 

16.766.  Samuel  Allcook,  Standard  Works,  K.dditch. 
Impr07ed  tackle  for  sea  fishing. 

16,806.  Philip  Geen,  Chanoery-Iane,  London.  Improve- 
ments in  artificial  fishing  baits. 

16.851.  CiesarLouii  Lamare  and  Sam  Isaacs >i-  Co.  Ltd., 
Strand,  London.  Improved  brush  for  soaling 
fish,  and  for  other  suitable  purposes. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[November  17,  1900 


^offings  bg  tfjc  i^ag. 

_  The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Aasooia- 
tion  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  evening  next  at  the  Club 
Union  Baildinga,  C!erkenwell-roid,  B.C. 

 >♦«■>< 

Mr.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN  lai  bean  selected  as  the  chair- 
man  for  the  forthcoming  Bohemian  concert  at  the  Gresham 
on  Tuesday  erening,  Nov.  20,  at  eight  o'clock.  Tlie 
entertainment  committee  have  exarted  themaelves  to  put 
before  the  audience  a  varied  programme  of  vocal  and 
instrumental  music.  Ladies  are  invited.  Jesse  Birch  will 
give  a  solo  on  the  violin— which  alone  is  worth  going  as  far 
as  Masons'  Hill  Tavern,  Masons'  Avenue,  Moorgate-street. 
The  Greahamitea  balieve  io  comiaa;  uo  to  tims  and  leavins; 
in  time  ;  so  try  and  secure  a  seat  hefore  eight  o'clock. 

On  Tuesday  las.  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
Cbasteney,  whan  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spant.  One 
of  the  most  pleasing  itams  in  the  prccjedings  is  to  listen 
to  the  recital  of  those  who  hava  "  been  out."  The  last 
time  I  called  in  at  "  the  club  "  I  luid  been  out,  bat  passed 
the  box  to  one  who  had  not.  This  is  how  it's  done.  If 
you  have  not  been  out  you  put  a  penny  in  the  slot.  The 
box  was  light,  and  I  attributed  that  fact  to  the  skill  and 
love  of  angling  possessed  by  the  members.  Now,  had  I 
been  there  the  week  before  it  would  have  been  heavier  by 
two  pounds  sterling  in  coppers.  And  all  this  goes  towards 
re-etocking. 


By  the  way,  that  was  a  nice  whiting  which  "Ned" 
Hanger  records  as  being  taken  off  Deal.  My  largest  was  a 
two-ponnder,  taken  under  "Ned's"  fostering  care.  The 
lucky cjptor  of  this  silver  fish  has  not  been  given.  Now, 
"Ned."  if  I  should  come,  and  should  fish,  you  must 
not  allow  me  to  come  back  without  some  good  fish — 
whether  I  citch  them,  or  anybody  else. 

"Somebody"  (no  name)  wants  to  know:  "Who  was 
the  Liverpool  angler  who  in  a  competition  lately  ground- 
baited  with  carbonate  of  soda,  and  for  luck  put  two  horsa- 
shoes  in  his  basket  ?  "  He  says,  "  This  ooourred  through 
trusting  to  his  good  lady  putting  up,  as  she  thought,  his 
ground-bait  of  sharps,  &c."  I  should  like  to  know  what 
luck  the  horseshoes  brought  him  ;  he  certainly  did  not  go 
out  with  a.  light  creel.  I  hope  to  be  at  Deal  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  it  all  depends  upon  the  winds  and  the  waves  what 
sort  of  ground-bait  I  shall  use. 


The  Earl  of  Drogleda,  who  left  England  last  February, 
has  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  Nivy  League,  owing  to 
his  lengthened  stay  abroad.  Mr.  Eobert  Yerburgh,  M.P,, 
has  accepted  the  presidency. 


"Vyrnwy"  writes:  "The  very  pretty  parish  of 
Llanymynech  which  has  a  population  of  1003— the  o3d 
one,  of  course,  being  of  the  female  sex — was  last  week  the 
scene  of  a  most  remarkable  and,  for  such  a  small  placa, 
quite  unprecedented  occarrenci  as  three  widows,  all 
natives  of  the  parish,  were  married  at  the  parish  church  to 
three  gentlemen,  who  ware  also  bred  and  born  there.  The 
first  wedding  took  place  on  the  Tueslay.  On  the 
following  Saturday  two  other  widows  were  led  for  the 
second  time  to  the  hymenal  altar,  and  it  is  another 
r  jmarkable  fact  that  the  happy  men  on  this  occasion  were, 
etrange  to  say,  father  and  son.  Thus  in  the  course  of  the 
week  three  gentleman  in  this  pirish  were  brave  enough  to 
disregat'l  the  advice  of  the  eldar  Weller  to  his  son  to 
"bawara  of  widows."  It  is  siacerely  to  be  hoped  they  will 
not  suffer  in  any  way  for  their  temerity,  foolhardiness. 
rashness,  recklessness,  or  whatever  term  may  be  employed 
by_  those  unbelieving  atil  selfish  old  bachelors  who  have 
neither  the  pluck  or  common  sense  to  go  and  do  likewise." 


A  REMAEKABiiE  display  of  birls  will  be  on  view  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  next  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  ThursJay. 
It  will  be  tbe  twelfth  annuil  show  of  the  London  Cage 
Bird  Association,  and  practically  every  variety  of  British 
and  foreign  bird  will  ba  benoheJ.  The  show  appeals  not 
only  to  members  of  the  fancy  but  to  the  public  at  large, 
for  the  beiutiful  plumage  and  great  variety  of  colour  form 
both  an  interesting  and  pleasing  picture. 


 >»♦♦<  

The  tail  of  a  beaver  is  a  regular  trowel,  and  is  used  ig 
such.  With  both  the  alligator  and  the  crocodile  the  tail  is 
the  most  formidable  weapon.  One  stroke  may  break  the 
legs  of  the  stromgest  man.  It  is  said  that  the  flesh  on  the 
forequarters  of  the  beaver  resembles  that  of  land  animals, 
while  that  on  the  hindquarters  has  a  fishy  taste. 

A  TUNA,  weighing  1301b.,  eaiJ  to  be  the  largest  ever 
landed  Vy  a  woman,  was  taken  by  Mrs.  James  Gardner 
recently  off  Santa  Catalini  Island,  Southern  Calfornia. 
The  tuna  varies  in  weight  from  751b,  to  4001b.,  and  is  vary 
strong  and  agile,  feeding  chiefly  upon  flyicgSsh.  The 
Santa  Catalina  Fishing  Club  holds  a  tournament  on  the 
island  every  year  between  May  1  and  Oct.  1, 


In  a  vivid  description  of  the  oparatijns  in  Aghanti  the 
Stnnilard  correspondent  with  the  Ashanti  Field  Force 
describes  Like  Bosomakwe,  the  Sacred  Lake  of  the 
Ashantis  and  Kokofus.  No  column,  he  says,  had  ever 
teen  to  the  lake  before;  in  ftc':,  it  was  hither;o  almost 
unknown  to  Europeans,  and  the  report  was  current  that 
we  should  meet  with  the  greatest  resistance  al  along  Ihe 
load,  which  was  giid  th  be  stockaded.  However,  the 
guides'  stories  proved  to  be  without  foundation,  and  we 


came  across  no  stockades.  After  climbing  over  several 
high  hills  we  at  last  biw  through  the  trees  the  lovely 
fetish  late,  glittering  like  a  sheet  of  quicksilver  deep 
down  balow  us. 


■A.  HASTY  descent  was  then  made  to  the  first  village  on 
the  lake.  The  enemy  were  completely  taken  by  surprise, 
and,  offering  no  real  resistaioa,  immediately  fled  to  the 
water  and  escaped  on  their  logs.  We  then  took  a  good 
look  at  the  like.  It  certainly  wag  a  beautiful  sight — a 
great  stretch  of  shimmering  silvery  water  about  eight 
niileg  long  and  five  miles  broad,  with  a  lovely  range  of  hills 
rising  sheer  out  of  the  water  all  round  it,  covered  with  the 
greenest  of  green  woods  like  glorified  Clieveden.  The 
lake  abounded  with  fish— little  fellows— all  iiads  of  quaint 
colours  and  shapes,  names  for  which  it  would  have  puzzled 
even  the  great  Iziak  Walton  himself  to  discover.  [I 
guess  it  would  !  And  it  would  puzzle  many  others  who 
posaess  a  greater  knowledge  of  ichthyology  than  our  dear 

old  master  "  ever  professed. J 


Mr.  Haee,  in  "The  Story  of  My  Life,"  has  many 
anecdotes,  not  all  of  them  new,  of  eminent  persons.  Here 
IS  Lord  Thurlow :  "  A  clergyman  desirous  of  a  living  went 
to  the  Bishop  of  London  and  asked  him  for  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow.   The  Bishop  aaid  • 

I  should  be  willing  to  give  it,  but  an  introduction  from 
me  would  defeat  the  very  end  you  have  in  view.'  How- 
ever, the  clergyman  persisted  in  his  request,  and  the 
introduction  was  given.    The  Lord  Chancellor  received 

him  with  fury.    'So  that  scoundrel,  the  Bishop  of 

London,  baa  given  you  an  introduction  ;  as  it  is  he  who  has 
introduced  yon.  you  will  certainly  not  gat  the  living.' 
'  Well,  so  the  Bishop  said,  my  lord,'  said  the  clergyman. 

Did  the  Bishop  say  so  ? '  thundered  Lord  Thurlow 
"  Then  he's  a  perverter  of  the  truth,  and  I'll  prove  him 
so  ;  you  shiill  have  the  living.'    And  the  man  got  it." 


>  »  »  ♦  < 


The 


Angler's  Song. 

Up  in  the  morning  at  break  of  day, 
O^er  the  hills,  and  far  away; 

Down  the  green  glade. 

In  the  cool  shade. 
On  brink  of  the  deep  stream— then  for  p^ay  ! 

Shoulder  the  rod,  cast  tight  the  line  ! 
Mac  oeuvre  the  Drake  Fly,  coy  and  fine — 

Stop !  there's  a  dash, 

And  a  somersault— splash — 
A  "  springer,"  by  Jove  !    Now  for  a  grand  ahine  ! 

Strike  .'  in  him  !    Click  !  whirl  goes  the  reel ! 
Giva  him  full  tether,  then  pull  him  to  drill ; 

Steady,  boys,  steady  ! 

Be  always  ready  ! 
A  rush  for  the  rapids  ;  now  steel  let  him  fael. 

To  the  dark,  de5p  pjol,  sulky  and  strong. 
Chafing  and  wrestling,  and  writhing  alongr 

He  hoists  his  broad  back — 

Come,  give  him  the  whaek — 
Ha  I  he  yields  to  line-strain  and  barbed  hook's  prong. 

Vanquished,  he  floats  down  the  rippling  stream-way, 
His  filver  Eciles  flish  through  the  sun's  golden  ray  ; 

Near,  nearer  the  shore. 

Soon  death's  struggles  o'er  ! 
Be  qaiok,  Mickey  !  Gaff  him  !  Well  landed  !  Hooray  : 

Beautiful  gilmon  !  the  angler's  delight ! 

To  lure  thee,  in  sport,  to  the  toils  mortal  fight ; 

Slain  !    King  of  the  river  fish  ! 

Chief  of  the  gourmand's  dish  ! 
There,  on  the  lau  'el  bink,  pity  the  sight ! 


In  the  Christmas  number  of  )S'cr*bwf  r's  there  will  appear 
a  series  of  reproductions  in  colour  of  great  pictures  by 
Pavis  de  Chavannes.  These  have  been  in  preparation  for 
almost  a  year,  and  are  exjellant  examples  of  the  most 
advanced  methods  of  colour  reproduction.  They  accDm- 
piny  an  essay  by  John  Li  Farge,  the  eminent  art  critic 
aad  artiit.  Frank  R.  Stockton  has  hit  upon  one  of  his 
most  origiaal  ideas  for  his  short  story.  It  has  to  do  with 
a  woman  who  is  chosen  by  many  women  to  ba  the  second 
wife  of  their  husbands.  Some  very  amusing  complications 
result.  A.  I.  Keller  illustrates  the  story.  There  will  ba 
eight  illustrated  short  stories,  which  will  exhibit  the  bast 
work  of  such  artists  as  Christy,  Keller,  Chapman,  Gai'rin, 
Hutt,  Carleton,  and  Mias  Jessie  Willcox  Smith. 


There  are  forty  species  of  frogs  known  to  the  world. 
Tae  largest  is  found  in  the  swamps  of  Louisiana,  and 
grows  to  a  weight  of  about  4lb.  Next  c  )me  the  Potomac, 
Illinois,  and  New  York  frogs,  all  large  and  aiid  to  ba  of  a 
suparior  flavour  ;  but  there  is  not  a  state  in  the  Union  in 
which  fine-aating  frogs  cinnot  be  found  in  abuadanca. 
Less  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  but  few  paople  ate 
frogs,  while  now  thay  are  a  general  article  of  diet,  and 
frog  farming  is  a  profitable  industry. 


Porpoise  meat  is  the  joy  of  the  Italians,  and  when  one 
is  obtainable  at  the  Fulton  fish  market  it  speedily  finds  its 
way  to  Little  Italy,  where  it  is  sold  uniformly  for  4  cents 
a  pound  for  a^l  cut),  large  or  small,  excapting  the  belly 
parts,  which  have  been  ordered  in  advance  by  the 
r  tstaurants.  The  women  fry  it  usually  in  rancid  olive  oil, 
which  more  than  offsets  any  fishy  flivour  that  may  exist ; 
but  in  the  restaurants  it  is  served  with  various  sauces  of  a 
palatable  character,  and  sold,  for  some  reason  or  another 
not  very  apparent,  as  horse  mackerel.  Porpoise  in  Italy 
was  once  a  royal  dainty,  and  served  at  all  State  banquets, 


sometimes  boiled  in  vinegar  or  thin  white  wine,  and  some- 
times baked  in  paste  in  slices,  and  eaten  with  a  sauoe  of 
prunes  and  spice.  The  Sicilians  aver  that  porpoise  is  as 
good  as  the  swordfish  cutlet,  which  is  the  great  delicacy  of 
Messina. 

What  causes  the  G  nlf  Stream,  hitherto  always  a  matter 
for  speculation,  teems  to  have  been  solved  at  last  by  the 
United  States  Coaet  and  Geodetic  Survey.  The  trade 
winds  blowing  from  the  east  pile  up  the  water  in  the 
western  end  of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and,  being  obliged  to 
find  some  outlet,  it  makes  its  way  northward  through  the 
Yucatan  Channel  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  level  of 
of  the  gulf  is  thus  made  higher  than  that  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  so  eimply  by  reason  of  gravity  the  surplus 
water  flows  eastward  into  the  Atlantic  through  the  Straits 
of  Florida.  A  line  of  levels  recently  run  by  the  Survey 
from  St.  Augustine,  cn  the  east  coast  of  Florida,  to  Cedar 
Keys,  on  the  west  coast,  showed  the  gulf  waters  at  the 
latter  pjint  to  be  nearly  1ft.  higher  than  the  water  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  at  St.  Augustine. 


"  Seldom,"  in  an  American  contemporary,  afks,  "  Who 
ever  heard  of  house  mice  for  bait  for  bass  ?  "  He  is 
answered  as  follows  :  "  I  can  inform  '  Seldom  '  that  I  tried 
them  for  bait  over  thirty  years  sgo,  and  seldom  tailed  to 
catch  a  bass  as  long  as  the  bait  held  out.  How  I  found 
out  that  mice  would  be  a  good  thing  for  bass  was  thus  : 
On  the  old  farm,  in  Hampshire  county,  Mass.,  we  had  in 
the  barn-yard  a  large  hogshead  with  one-third  sawed  off. 
and  set  in  the  ground  about  18in  ,  and  from  a  nice  cool 
spring  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  we  lad  the  water  to  this. 
We  boys  always  had  fish  in  it,  sometimes  ballheade,  parch, 
and  pumpkin  seeds,  &c. 

"  One  day  I  caught  a  fine  black  bass  out  <  f  the  Connec- 
ticut river,  and  I  thought  I  would  take  him  out  to  the 
barn  and  put  him  in  the  '  watering  tub,'  as  we  called  it. 
We  used  to  feed  him  on  worms,  liver,  &c.,  until  one  day 
we  boys  found  a  nest  of  young  mice  in  the  barn,  with  their 
eyes  just  opened  ;  so  I  suppose  mora  out  of  deviltry  than 
anything  else,  we  took  them  out  to  the  'tub'  to  see  if 
they  could  swim.  They  could  nicaly;  but  after  the  first 
ore  was  about  in  the  middle  of  that  artificial  lake 
the  bass  had  him.  Then  we  pat  in  another,  and 
it  met  the  same  fate,  and  so  on  until  the  bass 
had  eaten  five  small  mice.  The  fish  would  probably 
wuj[h  (>bout  l|lb.  After  that  when  I  found  a  nest 
of  mice  I  would  always  manage  to  bring  home  a  good 
string  of  bass  ;  but  I  never  advertised  it  around  amongst 
the  other  boys  of  the  neighbourhood.  This  is  only  my 
experience ;  parhapj  others  used  the  same  lure  IflO  years 
ago.  But  all  the  young  mice  I  found  I  used  to  give  the 
pet  bass  in  the  barnyard  watering  tub,  one  or  two  out  of 
every  litter.  We  kept  him  (I  say  him)  five  or  six  years. 
Those  were  hippy  days  !  " 


The  Flshermkn. 
Though  th6_ waves  are  high  and  the  winds  are  strong 

And  the  billows  thunder  against  the  shore, 
The  fishermen  row  away  with  a  song 

And  the  sunlight  gleams  on  the  flishiog  oar. 

'Tis  little  they  cire  for  the  winds  that  blow, 

Or  the  billows  that  toss  their  boats  about ; 
The  whims  of  the  sea  are  the  books  they  know — 

The  flow  of  the  tide  and  its  going  out. 
The  flow  of  the  tide  and  the  bending  sky. 

The  spring  of  the  sail  as  it  takes  the  breeze, 
The  drift  of  the  clouds  that  go  floating  by, 

The  flight  of  the  gel  s  and  the  combing  seas. 
And  over  their  vessels  the  sky  bends  low. 

And  the  tide  comes  in  and  the  tide  goes  out ; 
And  the  wind  and  waves,  and  the  ebb  and  flow 

Are  the  sermons  that  make  their  lives  devout. 

New  Torlc  Home  Journal, 


In  regard  to  the  use  of  seaweed  as  a  farm  fertilizer,  it  is 
of  interest  to  note  that  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  not 
only  recognises  its  value  so  highly  as  to  proclaim  all  shore 
seaweed  free  to  anyone  who  chooses  to  gather  it  for  fer- 
tilizing purposes,  but  bas  made  wa?g  m  roads  from  the  main 
highways  to  the  seashore  in  all  the  principal  agricultural 
communities  ( xpressly  that  all  may  have  free  access  to,  and 
facilities  for  gathering  it.  Private  ownership  of  land  there 
only  extends  to  high  water  mark,  unless  the  owner  obtains 
special  permission  from  the  Government;  and  the  shore 
front  between  high  and  low  water  marks  belongs  to  the 
public  f  jr  the  accumulition  of  seaweed,  &a, 
 >  »»♦<  

There  are  a  gocd  many  differences  between  commercial 
fishermen  and  anglers.  The  former  are  necessarily  sailors 
as  well  as  fishermen,  end  when  the  nation  wants  to  recruit 
its  navy  in  an  emergency  it  turns  to  them.  The  fishermen 
are  likewise  breadwinners  for  the  nation  and  for  the  world, 
getting  their  wealth  from  nature's  storehouees  alone,  thus 
earning  their  productions  at  first  hand,  without  depen- 
dence upon  any  other  man  for  their  supply.  I  a  this  it  is 
one  of  the  most  honest  of  oillings,  on  a  par  w  i  ;h  the  agri- 
culturist and  the  genuine  miner  who  digs  his  wealth  from 
the  bowels  of  the  earth.  The  eea  is  a  great  free  hunting 
ground,  and,  while  the  fisherman  inspiringly  communes 
with  Nature,  what  he  earns  is  his  own  with  which  to  enrich 
the  markets  of  the  world.   The  angler  is  apt  to  bs  selfish. 


Mysterious  Bride  (as  the  train  emerges  from  the 
tunnel):  "Why  did  yon  kiss  me,  dear,  in  that  awfully 
dark  place?"  Groom;  "But  I  didn't!"  Bride: 
"  Well,  somebody  did  !  "  Dragnet. 


November  17,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


385 


.     THAMES  PRESERVATION  LEAGUE. 

A  MEETING  of  the  couDoil  of  the  Thames  Preservation 
League  was  held  at  1,  Great  College-street,  Westminster, 
on  Wednesday.  A  number  of  representatives  from  the 
Thames  valley  and  from  the  varions  bodies  appointing  dele- 
gates to  form  the  league  were  present,  and  Lord 
Monkswell  presided  over  the  meeting.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  _R.  Percy  Stephenson,  reported  that  since  the  last 
meeting  of  the  council  several  cases  affecting  Thames 
rights  and  amenities  have  been  referred  to|  the  league  for 
consideration  and  advice.  Among  these  were  cases 
involving  the  preservation  of  an  alleged  right  of  way  over 
the  tow-path  near  Aston  Ferry,  the  obstruction  of  an 
alleged  footpath  near  Bray,  and  the  diversion  of  a  right 
of  way  at  Hedsor.  It  was  reported  that  the  Marlow 
Urban  District  Council  had  consulted  the  league  with 
respect  to  the  washing  away  of  an  important  piece  of  the 
towpath  near  Marlow,  and  opposite  the  Quarry 
Woods.  Instructions  were  given  by  the  council  for 
the  making  of  further  inquiries  into  the  matter. 
It  was  stated  that  the  Eeadiog  Corporation  was  on 
the  verge  of  completing  arrangements  by  which  they  would 
acquire  a  long  lease  of  a  strip  of  riverside  land  100ft.  wide 
and  extending  on  the  Berks  side  of  the  river  above  the 
town  for  a  distance  of  two  mUes.  The  land  is  to  be  used 
as  a  boulevard  and  open  space,  and  the  league  expressed 
its  gratification  on  learning  that  the  scheme  which  they 
have  long  advocated  was  about  to  be  effected.  Other 
matters  which  received  attention  were  the  disfigurement 
of  the  Thames  in  several  places  and  the  preservation  of  the 
hospitium  of  Beading  Abbey.  A  number  of  new  members 
were  elected,  and  it  was  resolved  to  issue  an  appeal  for 
further  support.  A  hope  was  expressed  that  all  who  care 
for  the  preservation  of  the  beauties  of  the  river  and  for 
the  protection  of  the  rights  which  give  the  public  facilities 
with  respect  to  it  will  become  members  of  the  league. 


REDDITCH  ANGLING  CLUB. 
The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 
at  the  Warwick  Arms  Hotel,  Redditch,  on  Nov.  12.  Mr. 
S.  Allcook,  J.P.,  presided  over  a  large  attendance  of 
members  and  visitors.   After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  the 
secretary  read  his  annual  report.    This  stated  that  the 
clab  had  had  a  very  successful  season,  the  three  stretches 
of  water  rented  by  the  club  in  the  Avon  and  Arrow  having 
yielded  good  sport.     This  was  especially  the  case  as 
regards  roach^of  which  good  baskets  had  been  had,  the 
fish  having  also  run  of  good  size,  one  specimen  caught  at 
Binton  scaling  over  30oz.    The  club,  which  was  by  far  the 
oldest  and  strongest  in  the  district,  was  in  a  good  condition 
numerically  and  financially.     During  the  sea. on  four 
matches  had  been  held,  all  on  the  Binton  water.  At 
these  there  had  been  141  competitors,  and  forty-one  prizes 
had  been  awarded.    The  chairman  then  distributed  the 
prizes  to  the  successful  competitors.    These  consisted  of 
money,  fishing  tackle,  and  a  variety  of  useful  articles  ranging 
in  value  from  a  guinea  to  a  few  shillings.  The  special  prize 
for  the  best  roach  at  any  of  the  matches  was  won  by  Mr. 
G.  Blackford,  with  a  roach  of  16^oz. ;  and  the  challenge 
shield,  given  bjr  the  president  (Mr.  J.  H.  Hope)  for  the 
best  aggregate  in  the  four  matches,  was  won  by  Mr.  H. 
Willis,  with  an  aggregate  of  12Jlb.    In  proposing  the  toast 
of  the  evening,  "  Success  to  the  Redditch  Angling  Club," 
the  chairman  complimented  the  members  upon  the  flourish- 
ing condition  of  the  club.    The  success  and  prosperity  of 
angling  clubs  was  of  importance  from  more  than  one  point 
of  view  of  sport.   It  was  of  importance  from  the  bearing  it 
had  upon  local  industries.    It  was  of  the  highest  import- 
ance that  those  nho  made  fishing  tackle  should  know  how 
to  use  it.    He  should  like  to  see  the  sport  become  more 
popular  among  ladies.    Angling,  which  was  a  pastime 
eminently  suited  to  ladies,  was  already  very  popular 
among  ladies  of  the  aristocracy,  and  he  had  been  told 
that  the  wives  of  many  members  of  the  big  London  clubs 
accompanied  their  husbands  on  their  fishing  excursions. 
As  he  had  said,  it  was  important  that  those  who  made 
tackle  should  know  the  use  of  it.    If  it  satisfied  their 
critical  taste  it  would  be  sure  to  satisfy  the  taste  of  other 
critics  away ;  and  who  were  more  critical  than  fishermen  ? 
In  responding  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Town  and  Trade  of 
Redditch,"  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  E.  Smith,  Mr.  S.  AUcock 
said  they  had  every  reason  to  congratulate  themselves 
upon  the  state  of  the  local  industries.    Last  season  was  a 
good  one  in  the  fishing  tackle  trade,  due  very  largely  to 
the  number  of  new  clubs  which  had  started.   He  should 
like  to  refer  very  briefly  to  one  subject,  and  that  was  the 
cutting  of  prices  among  local  manufacturers.    He  had 
referred  to  the  same  subject  before,  but  it  was  one  of  such 
supreme  importance  to  workpeople  and  manufacturers 
alike  that  no  apology  was  needed  for  his  making  mention 
of  it.    Prom  what  he  had  seen  and  learnt  the  evil  existed 
as  largely  in  the  needle  industry  as  it  did  in  the  fishing 
tackle,  and  when  they  reflected  upon  the  harm— the 
incalculable  harm  — done   by   this  insensate  cut-throat 
policy,    it    made    anyone    who    had    the  welfare 
and  prosperity   of    the   district   at   heart  feel  that 
it  was  time  some  effort  was  made  to  check  it.  It 
was  not  German  nor  American  competition  they  had  to 
fear  half  so  much  as  one  manufacturer  cutting  against 
another.   Fish  hooks  were  being  sold  to-day  at  SJd.  per 
thousand.    There  was  absolutely  no  need  for  manu- 
facturers selling  at  such  fearfully  low  and  unremunerative 
prices,  which  meant  starvation  wages  for  the  workpeople. 
He  mentioned,  as  another  instance,  that  treble  hooks 
were  being  sold  at  2g.  9d,  per  gross.    They  used  to  pay 
2s.  6d.  per  gross  for  brazing  alone.     There  was  the 
disease,  but  how  about  the  remedy  ?    This  could  only 
come  by  one  means,  and  that  by  combination  among  the 
manufacturers.    If  manufacturers  would  meet  and  put 
aside  all  little  jealousies  and  matters  of  imall  moment  in  the 
one  denre  to  effect  a  great  good,  it  could  be  done.  It 


had  been  done  in  the  case  of  other  industries,  and  why 
not  in  the  case  of  the  Redditch  industries  ?  It  was  bis 
experience  that  as  good  prices  could  be  got  now  as  ever. 
His  own  firm  was  gettirg  £1  per  thouEand  for  certain 
qualities  of  hooks.  The  demand  for  needles  and  fishing 
tackle  was  now  greater  th»n  it  had  ever  been.  They 
all  knew  that,  and  in  the  case  of  his  own  firm  they 
had  not  been  able  to  fulfil  their  orders  for  bast  goodp. 
It  was  idle  to  talk  of  manufacturers  not  being  able  to  get 
good  prices.  It  was  not  the  merchant  or  de  tier  who  would 
not  pay  the  prices,  but  manufacturers  who  v.  ould  not  allow 
each  other  to  get  them.  There  were  some  (igns  of  a 
desire  to  combine  for  the  maintenance  of  prices  in  the 
fishing  tackle  trade.  As  a  proof  of  this  Le  mentioned  the 
case  of  a  firm  of  Norwegian  fish  hook  manufacturers  who 
had  expressed  their  willingness  to  come  to  an  arrangement 
with  Redditch  houses,  especially  as  regarded  the  prices  of 
certain  qualities  of  gravitation  sea  hooks,  for  at  present 
the  price  had  been  cut  down  so  low  that  they  were  making 
no  profit  on  them,  and  they  should  be  pleased  to  combine 
with  Redditch  houses,  and  to  agree  upon  a  fixed  standard 
of  prices.  He  (Mr.  AUcock)  should  be  glad  to  see  an 
effort  made  to  effect  some  arrangement  by  which  fair  and 
reasonably  remunerative  prices  might  bu  maintained  for 
Redditch  productions,  for  the  sake  of  manufacturers  and 
their  employes  The  toast  of  "  The  Health  of  the  Chair- 
man, Mr.  AUcock,"  was  warmly  received,  and  drunk  to 
musical  honours ;  and  the  proceedings,  which  were  of  a 
most  enjoyable  character  throughout,  cl<  s9d  with  the 
siagiog  of  the  National  Anthem  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman.  H.  G. 


COUNTY  PALATINE  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  at  the  Silver 
Grid  Restaurant,  Market-street,  Manchester,  and  was 
attended  by  the  whole  of  the  executive  and  representatives 
fr.im  forty-three  clubs.  The  report  is  ajzain  of  a  favour- 
able character.  The  number  of  clubs  affiliated  has  risen 
from  forty-nine  to  sixty-eight,  and  the  membership  from 
1288  to  1757,  an  increase  of  469.  The  balance-sheet,  which 
was  approved,  shows  a  gross  iacome  on  the  general  account 
of  £221  153.  8i.,  and,  after  the  payment  of  all  liabilities, 
the  sum  of  .£36  93.  remains  in  the  treasurer's  hands  to  carry 
forward.  The  income  on  the  stocking  account  amounts  to 
£71  IBs.  7d.,  and  there  is  a  balance  of  £6  lis.  43.  Very 
good  work  was  accomplished  in  the  early  part  of  the  y^ar 
io  stocking,  £65  l  a.  6d.  being  spent  in  fish  alone,  and,  with 
other  incidental  expenses,  over  £100  has  been  expended  in 
the  development  of  the  association's  waters.  A  proposal 
to  vote  £60  to  the  stocking  fund  was  negatived,  the 
delegates  being  satisfied  to  leave  full  power  to  the  com- 
mittee in  this  respect.  The  dealings  with  the  various  rail- 
way companies  continue  satisfactory,  and  a  number  of  new 
concessions  have  been  granted,  and  it  is  expected  that  others 
which  have  been  applied  for  will  follow.  Applications  for 
affiliition  were  considered  from  two  clubs,  the  Latohford 
Excelsior  A.S.  and  the  Woodley  A.S.,  both  of  which  were 
accepted.  In  the  case  of  the  former  club  the  objection 
raised  by  another  association  was  not  considered  justifiable, 
and  the  decision  to  admit  them  was  unanimous.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  retiring  president,  Mr. 
T.  J.  Hampton,  and  it  was  decided  to  present  him  with 
an  illuminated  address  for  his  past  services.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  also  accorded  to  the  remainder  of  the  retiring 
officers.  Altogether  the  meeting  was  of  a  most  harmonious 
character,  and  the  delegates  appeared  well  pleased  with  the 
progress  made,  and  the  future  prospects  of  the  associa- 
tion. The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows  :  President, 
J.  H.  Chadwick ;  vice-president,  G.  Yates ;  treasurer,  J. 
Peacock  (re-elected) ;  general  secretary,  Tom  Driver  (re- 
elected) ;  assistant  secretary,  S.  J.  Higgiason  (re-elected)  ; 
committee,  Messrs.  Bibby,  Hampton,  Fairolough,  Ash- 
worth,  M.  Atherton,  Drummond,  Stanton,  Jones,  Albert 
Turner,  and  J.  H.  Birch.      Tom  Driver  (Hon.  Sec). 


BANDS  OF  SALMON  POACHERS  ON  THE 
BANN. 

A  Co.  Derby  correspondent  writes  :  "  The  authorities 
are  showing  unusual  activity  in  trying  to  break  up  a 
number  of  organised  bands  of  poachers  which  infest  this 
district,  and  who  make  such  havoc  among  salmon  in  the 
river  Bann,  and  more  especially  in  some  of  its  tributaries, 
during  the  months  of  October  and  November  and  the 
beginning  of  December.  For  long  this  has  ranked  as  one 
of  the  most  notorious  districts  for  salmon  poaching  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  and  lively  developments  are  expected 
between  the  bailifisand  poachers  before  the  spawning  season 
is  over.  The  bailiffs,  even  if  assisted  by  the  police — as  they 
almcflt  assuredly  will  be — will  find  it  very  difficult  to 
cope  with  these  gangs,  as  they  have  a  number  of  spies 
who  keep  the  bailiffs  continually  under  observation  ;  and 
it  not  infrequently  happens  that  one  of  the  water  keepf  ra 
will  give  all  the  necessary  information  concerning  the 
movements  of  his  colleagues  to  the  poachers,  in  return  for 
which  he  gets  a  share  of  the  spoil.  But  poaching  is  not 
always  done  with  the  keepers  at  safe  distance  from  the 
scene  of  opsrations;  when  a  good  haul  is  expected  the 
poachers  will  not  allow  the  presence  of  the  keepers  to 
baffle  them,  but  with  blackened  faces  and  otherwise  dis- 
guised, and  with  plenty  of  guards,  who  are  often  armed  with 
guns  and  revolvers,  they  sec  about  fishing  in  dead  earnest 
(in  such  cases  a  draft  net  being  nearly  always  used  by 
them),  and  take  hauls  often  amounting  to  a  hundred 
salmon  and  a  considerable  number  of  trout  in  spite  of  the 
keepers.  For  all  the  salmon  thus  taken  the  poachers  find 
a  ready  market,  fish  dealers  in  the  surrounding  towns 
taking  nearly  all  they  catch  at  prices  rauging  from  2d.  to 
6d.  and  7d.  a  pound.  Three  men,  named  T.  Hunter,  W. 
Quigg,  and  A.  Milliken,  were  brought  before  the  magiS' 


trates  at  Garvagh  Petty  Sessions  on  Thursday  charged 
with  breaches  of  the  Fishery  Acts.  Milliken  and  Quigg 
were  charged  with  having  gaffs  in  their  possession,  and 
Hunter  with  aiding  and  abetting.  There  were  fined  £4 
each,  or  in  default  two  months'  imprisonment." — J. 
DuNLOP,  in  Irish  Farmers'  Gazette. 


THE  NORTH  POLE  AGAIN. 
"  The  spirit  of  competition  in  international  events  has 
extended  to  explorations  for  the  discovery  of  the  North 
Pole.  A  short  time  since  it  was  announced  that  the  Duke 
D'Abbruzi  of  Italy  and  Dr.  Nansen,the  Norwegian  Arctic 
explorer,  had  joined  forces  for  an  expedition  ;  and  more 
recently  that  a  New  York  millionaire  named  William 
Ziegler  had  decided  to  furnish  any  amount  of  money 
necessary  to  the  fitting  out  of  an  American  expedition,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Evelyn  B.  Baldwin,  an  explorer,  which  shall 
surpass  in  equipment,  resources-,  and  number  of  men  any 
preceding  Arctic  exploring  party.  It  is  said  both  expedi- 
tions will  start  early  next  year,  and  that  a  race  for  the 
North  Pole  will  ensue  between  these  adventurous  explorers, 
who  have  had  experierca  in  the  frozen  north,  for  the 
honour  of  first  reaching  the  long-sought  goal.  Oa  Oct.  13 
Mr.  Ziegler  was  quoted  as  follows:  'I  have  told  Mr. 
Baldwin  to  carry  the  stars  and  stripes  to  the  North  Pole 
or  never  show  his  face  in  New  York  again.  I  have  studied 
his  plan,  and  I  believe  it  is  feasible.  I  shall  back  him  in 
any  amount  he  require! ;  I  do  not  care  how  much  it  is. 
My  only  purpose  in  this  mitter  is  to  have  the  American 
flag  placed  at  the  North  Pole  before  any  Italian  or  Norwe- 
gian gets  there.  _  I  generally  succeed  in  things  that  I 
undertake,  and  I  intend  to  succeed  in  this.  I  have  not  the 
least  idea  how  much  it  will  cost,  but  whatever  it  is  I  shall 
provide  that  amount.'  It  is  to  be  hoped  American  pluck 
and  enterprise  may  succeed  in  this  undertaking,  and  that 
the  high  honour  may  be  attained  without  the  drawback  of 
such  sad  fatalities  as  often  befel  the  members  of  previous 
expeditions. — The  American  Field. 


poles  from  tf)e  llori^. 

The  Highland  season  is  now  at  an  end.  Practically 
the  season  is  over  with  the  advent  of  October,  but  the  last 
"  flicker "  dies  out  when  Her  Majesty  entrains  for  the 
south,  when  silence  reigns  supreme. 

Lady  Bridge  has  tl  e  unique  distinction  of  being  not 
only  the  most  successful  lady  angler  on  the  Deveron,  but 
of  having  the  record  sore  among  lady  anglers  in  the 
North  for  the  autumn.  Her  best  day  yielded  her  six  to 
her  own  rod,  and  the  last  three  days  of  the  season,  three, 
all  close  upon  201b.  Her  daughters,  Miss  Bridge  and 
Miss  R.  Bridge,  were  also  successful,  the  former  having 
three  and  the  latter  two  heavy  fish  for  the  wind  up  of  the 
season.   

Spawning  fish  have  been  taking  to  the  redds  freely  in  the 
middle  and  upper  waters  of  the  Dee  and  Don,  while  a 
good  head  is  forward  in  the  side  streams. 


Mr.  Robert  Milne  and  a  companion  had  a  novel  yet 
exhilarating  experience  on  the  Dee  the  other  day.  Being 
the  owners  of  a  "  cobble,"  they  determined  to  sail  it  into 
Aberdeen  and  sell  it  there,  as  there  was  no  market  for  it 
at  Aboyne.  So  starting  at  8  a.m.  in  the  grey  dawn  of 
Friday  last,  they  did  the  voyage  of  thirty  odd  miles  down- 
stream, and  moored  in  the  Albert  Basin  by  3  p.m.  in  the 
afternoon. 

Mr.  James  Brown,  of  the  Station  Hotel,  at  Kintore, 
Donside,  was  entertained  at  dinner  by  a  large  company  of 
friends  the  other  night,  when  an  excellent  repast  wm 
purveyed.  This  is  one  of  the  favoured  spots  for  autumn 
salmon  angling.  ____ 

It  is  rumoured  that  Dr.  Jim  and  Sir  John  Willoughby 
are  coming  to  Deeside  in  the  early  spring  for  the  spring 
salmon  fishing.  They  had  a  month  of  the  Glentana 
waters  some  three  years  ago,  and  the  Doctor  was  so 
fascinated  with  the  scenery  and  the  sport  that  he  wanted 
to  have  more  of  it,  but  could  not  then  be  accommodated. 

Messrs.  Murdoch  and  Murray,  Port  Glasgow,  have  just 
launched  a  new  steamer,  Minna,iot  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland.  The  dimensions  are  150ft.  long,  34ft.  in 
breadth,  and  18ft.  9in.  in  depth,  and  will  be  equal  to  the 
fastest  trawler  afloat.   


The  Secondary  Education  Committee  of  the  Aberdeen 
County  Council  are  to  arrange  with  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland  for  small  parties  of  fishermen  from  their  coast 
villages  to  visit  the  Nigg  Marine  Hatchery  daring  the 
monttis  of  March,  April,  and  May  in  order  to  study  the 
work  of  the  hitchery.  ___ 

A  very  smart  capture  was  made  of  a  foreign  trawler  in 
the  Moray  Firth  on  Sunday  week  last  off  Burgh  Head. 
The  local  fishermen  manned  a  boat,  and,  acoompanied  by 
the  local  coastguardsmau,  actually  boarded  the  trawler  a 
mile  and  a  half  off  shore  before  the  crew  of  the  latter 
were  aware  of  their  presence. 

The  Duchess  of  Roxbnrghe  is  just  now  having  some  fine 
sport  on  the  Tweed.  On  Saturday  she  landed  four  salmon 
to  her  own  rod  on  the  Floors  water  scaling  from  91b.  to 
221b.   

The  Dundee  whalers  have  now  returned  home,  and  have 
all  been  more  or  less  saocissfnl  in  securiog  whales.  The 
Eclipse  had  three;  Diana,  six;  Nova  Zembla,  two; 
Esquimaux,  three;  and  Balacna,  one. 

Special  Scotch. 


386 


TEE  FISHING  GAZETTl 


[November  17,  1900 


(provincial  Botee 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Aesooiation  wa«  held  on  Thursday  evening  last  at  the 
Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  the  chief  offioers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  tke  vice- 
chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended.  Mr.  Ooles,  in 
opening  the  meeting,  referred  to  the  great  progress  the 
association  had  made  since  its  formation,  and  also  its 
sound  financial  position.  He  also  referred  to  the  good 
conduct  of  the  members  during  the  pist  year,  which  was 
all  that  could  be  desired,  as  the  number  of  complaints 
brought  before  the  notice  of  the  committee  had  been  very 
few.  He,  the  chairman,  also  pointed  out  the  desirability 
of  securing  waters  for  the  association,  which  would  be 
dealt  with  at  some  future  meeting,  when  he  would  be  pre- 
pared to  submit  a  scheme  for  acquiring  the  same.  The 
election  of  officers  resulted  in  Mr.  T.  Coles  being  again 
appointed  president,  and  Messrs.  J.  Dance,  H.  Miller, 
and  R.  Holding,  vice-presidents ;  Mr.  H.  Tullett  was 
reappointed  treasurer,  and  Mr.  C.  White  re-elected 
secretary,  Messrs.  Coles  and  Hughes  were  also  re-elected 
as  trustees,  and  Messrs.  BuUer  and  Cross,  solicitors. 
The  next  general  meeting  of  the  association  will  be  held 
on  the  second  Wednesday  in  December  next,  when 
business  of  above  the  average  importance  will  be  trans- 
acted. The  two  special  concerts,  held  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  in  aid  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Club's 
challenge  cup,  have  been  a  decided  success,  the  room  upon 
each  occasion  has  been  crowded,  and  the  vocal  and  instru- 
mental items  were  well  rendered.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  the  chief  officers  of  the  association,  and  I 
have  been  informed  that  the  proceeds  will  be  in  every 
way  satisfactory,  and  that  a  cup  worthy  of  the  society 
will  be  obtained  without  touc&ing  the  funds.  The 
St.  Paul's  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  upon  which  occasion  the  prizes  won  in  their 
late  bye  contest  were  distributed.  Several  well-known 
singers  were  engaged,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent.  On  Wednesday  evening  last  Mr.  J. 
Hughes  was  presented  by  Mr.  H.  Miller  with  a 
silver  lever  watch,  which  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Sam 
Marshall,  of  the  Oak  Society,  for  the  largest  roach  caught 
by  the  members  of  the  Oak'Sooiety.  After  the  presenta- 
tion some  excellent  songs  were  rendered  by  the  club 
members  and  their  friends.  A  new  club  has  been  formed 
at  Acock's  Green,  just  outside  Birmingham.  The  club  is 
composed  of  gentlemen  well  known  in  Birmingham,  and 
consists  of  some  first-class  anglers.  The  club  has  applied 
for  application  to  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  and 
has  been  accepted  by  the  sub-committee.  The  second 
annual  concert  in  connection  with  the  Dadley  Angling 
Association  will  be  held  on  Friday,  Nov.  30,  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Wolverhampton-street,  Dudley.  Last  year  the 
concert  was  a  great  success,  and  from  what  I  hear  every 
effort  will  be  made  to  ensure  the  coming  concert  to  be  a 
greater  success.  We  have  had  a  lot  of  rain  during  the 
last  few  days,  and  very  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The 
rivers^  are  coloured  and  full,  and  very  little  prospects  of 
anything  like  sport  for  some  little  time  to  come.  The 
Bridge  Society,  Smethwick,  are  about  to  remove  their 
headquarters  from  the  Bridge  Inn  to  the  Victoria  Hotel, 
Six  Ways,  Smethwick. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  intermittent  rain  storms  have  considerably  inter- 
fered with  angling  this  week,  and  fewer  rods  have,  conse- 
quently, been  at  work.  The  waters,  however,  are  now  in 
the  pink  of  condition,  and  it  is  rather  surprising  that  roach 
are  not  affording  better  sport.  As  a  rule  the  fish  have 
not  fed  at  all  well  during  the  past  few  days,  and  the  only 
"  takes  "  worthy  of  mention  have  been  obtained  on  the 
Mount  Pleasant  Drain.  The  Glen  is  one  of  the  best 
reaching  resorts  duiiog  the  winter  months,  and  with  more 
settled  weather,  some  good  sport  will  undoubtedly  be  had 
in  the  Surfleet  district.  On  most  of  the  pike  streams 
trolling  has  been  prosecuted  -^vith  vigour.  Although  the 
fish  have  run  rather  small  there  has  been  no  lack  ot  sport. 
As  an  instance  of  this  it  may  be  stated  that  in  one  day 
eight  brace  fell  to  the  rod  of  a  sportsman  plying  on  one  of 
the  drains  in  the  Boston  district.  On  the  Forty-foot,  too, 
several  jack  have  been  taken  by  local  rods,  chiefly  with 
the  aid  of  live  bait.  The  heaviest  pike  recently  recorded 
was  captured  on  the  Welland.  It  was  a  fine  fish,  weighing 
lljlb.  * 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  changeable  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week,  and  at  times  very  wet  and  stormy, 
causing  matters  to  be  anything  but  pleasant  for  anglers  ; 
yet  a  goodly  number  of  rods  have  been  at  work  on  most  of 
our  local  waters,  and  on  favourable  occasions  some  very 
fair  sport  has  been  met  with  amongst  roach  and  other 
fish,  and  pike  fishing  has  occupied  the  attention  of  some 
with  fair  results,  especially  on  the  rivers  Hull  and  Lndd  ; 
and  the  river  Derwent  has  also  been  visited,  and  from  the 
Stamford  Bridge  and  Butterorambe  districts  some  good 
pike  have  been  taken,  both  with  spinning  and  live-bait 
fishing ;  and  in  the  lower  waters  at  Menthorpe  and 
Bubwith  both  roach,  perch,  and  bream  have  been  taken 
with  maggot  and  red  worms.  Both  the  river  Hull  and  its 
tributaries^  are  now  in  very  fair  trim  for  roach  fishing, 
especially  in  the  top  stretches,  and  daring  the  week  some 
very  fair  baskets  have  been  shown  from  the  districts  of 
Wansford,  Frodingham  Beck-end,  Brigham,  and  Hemp- 
holme.  Both  paste  and  pearl  barley  have  accounted  for 
fish  of  lib.  each  and  over,  the  best  fish  of  the  week  scaling 
lib.  B^oz,,  and  amongst  other  good  fish  taken  a  grayling 


of  about  21b.  is  reported,  and  a  chub  of  81b.  weight ;  and 
if  the  weather  remains  anything  like  it  is  at  present 
(Wednesday)  no  doubt  some  very  good  baskets  of  fish  will 
be  made,  for  the  recent  rains  have  given  the  waters  a  nice 
tinge,  both  above  and  below  the  locks,  and  the  tidal 
waters,^  with  the  exception  of  a  few  floating  weeds,  are  in 
very  fair  condition  for  the  time  of  year,  and  on  favourable 
days  some  nice  catches  of  roach  have  been  made  with 
piste  at  Hull  Bridge,  Figham,  Wawne,  and  Cicey ; 
but  at  Hull  Bridge,  the  other  day,  the  North  Myton 
Angling  Association  fished  an  "  off "  match  for  several 
valuable  prizes  under  very  adverse  circumstances,  a  con- 
tinuous rain  occurring  daiiug  the  whole  of  the  time. 
Nevertheless,  most  of  the  competitors  stuck  to  their  pegs 
and  the  sixteen  prizes  were  taken,  Mr.  G.  Thompson 
seonring  the  first  with  2Ib.  9oz  ,  and  the  next  two,  Meesrs  J. 
SleetaLd  B.  Rowson,  weighed-in  about  lib.  of  fish  each  for 
second  and  third.  Pike  fishing  on  the  Ancholme  is  reported 
fairly  good  above  Brigg  j  but  a  few  of  our  local  anglers 
have  visited  the  lower  waters  between  Horkstow  and 
Saxby,  and  only  met  with  very  meagre  sport  either  in  pike 
or  roach  fishing.  A  few  very  fair  catches  of  mixed  fish 
continue  to  be  made  on  the  river  Ludd  at  Thoresby  Bridge 
and  Fulstow,  and  both  pike  and  roach  have  furnished  a 
little  sport  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  especially 
in  the  top  length.  At  the  last  council  meeting 
of  the  _  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association,  which  took  place  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Blythe  Kemp, 
it  waa  stated  that  £7  each  had  been  paid  over 
to  the  Hull  Dispensary  and  Victoria  Children's 
Hospital,  being  the  result  of  the  annual  hospital  match, 
held_  thb  year  at  Ferriby  Sluice.  Amongst  other  interest- 
ing items  was  one  guinea  each  granted  to  the  widows  of 
two  deceased  members  of  two  of  the  affiliated  clubs.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  council  will  be  held  at  headquarters 
on  Wednesday  evening,  Deo.  5,  when  all  delegates  are 
requested  to  attend ;  chair  to  be  taken  at  8  p.m.  The 
members  of  the  Brunswick  Angling  Association  dined 
together  at  their  clubhouse  on  Nov.  6,  which  was  a  most 
enthusiastic  aSair,  and  during  the  evening  the  following 
special  prizes  were  presented  :  Mr.  R.  Nicholls  taking  the 
prize  for  most  points  in  the  matches  during  the  oast 
season  ;  Mr.  G.  R.  Thompson,  one  for  second  place  5  Mr. 
0.  Sutton,  heaviest  fish  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Dodsworth,  for  best 
aggregate. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A^  most  important  and  interesting  announcement  is 
officially  to  hand  from  Warrington.  The  local  associition 
in  that  town  are  prepared  to  admit  any  angling  club  in 
Lancashire  and  Cheshire  to  the  privilege  of  cheap  travelling 
at  4d.  per  member,  in  addition  to  a  small  entrance  fee  to 
the  P. A.  A.  _  Should  any,  or  all,  of  the  members  care  to  go 
in  for  the  private  waters  of  the  association,  they  can  do  so, 
and  the  amount  paid  for  the  travelling  will  be  deducted  ; 
the  gross  amount  can  also  be  paid  by  monthly  instalments. 
For  all  details  application  must  be  made  to  Mr.  P.  Knight, 
26,  Hewitt-street,  Latchford,  Warrington.  Their  privilege 
fishing  is  on  seven  miles  of  the  Bollin,  and  which  they  are 
extensively  stocking,  the  old  river  at  Lymm,  the  Runcorn 
and  Latchford  canal,  and  a  length  of  the  Weaver,  at  New. 
bridge.  They  also  give  good  prizes  for  specimens,  and  £20 
for  a  contest,  and  are  instituting  a  challenge  trophy,  either 
shield  or  cup.  The  sudden  death  of  Mr.  Richard  Woolfall,  of 
Liverpool,  comes  as  a  great  surprise  to  all  who  knew  him. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  the  secretary  of  the  Liverpool 
Association,  and  quite  recently  was  very  energetic  in  local 
affairs.  Reports  state  that  recent  floods  have  done  much 
good,  and  that  the  Lune  and  its  tributaries  are  greatly 
improved.  The  heavy  waters  have  succeeded  in  moving  a 
lot  of  pollution.  From  the  Wyre  the  report  is  that  trout 
fishing  in  the  early  part  of  the  season  was  good,  in  the  tidal 
portions  it  was  as  a  rule  good  all  the  season.  Garstang 
and  the  upper  reaches  suffered  in  consequence  of  the  dry 
season.  Stocking  by  Captain  Ormrod  and  the  Wyre 
Preservation  Society  has  been  carried  on  with  vigour.  The 
captain  placed  in  a  large  number  of  rainbow  trout  by  way 
of  experiment.  There  has  been  a  little  better  sport  with 
migratory  trout.  Coarse  fishers  have  done  fairly  well,  but 
their  doings  are  not  so  freely  reported,  although  many  can 
look  back  with  pleasure  on  days  spent  on  the  Wyre. 
At  Liverpool  matters  continue  to  be  brisk.  Sea  fishing 
enters  largely  into  the  sport  of  the  district,  but  none  but 
the  hardiest  can  indulge.  The  Nelson  Society  were  due  at 
Chester  on  Sunday  last.  Other  good  accounts  are  to  hand 
of  good  meetings  and  progress  from  the  Bootle  A. A., 
Central  A.A,,  City  A.A.,  Edgehill  A.A.,  and  others. 
Recent  privileges  acquired  are  to  be  jealously  guarded,  and 
there  is  some  talk  of  forming  a  local  general  association  of 
clubs. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Of  course,  the  leading  item  of  interest  in  this  city  is  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Associa- 
tion, which  was  held  in  this  city  on  the  8th,  too  late  for 
notice  last  week.  Mr.  T.  Driver,  the  secretary,  informs 
the  writer  that  he  has  sent  you  a  special  report, 
so  nothing  is  left  for  me  to  report  of  that  meeting. 
The  tenth  annual  meeting  of  the  Levenehulme  Angling 
Society  was  held  on  Nov.  12  at  headquarters.  As 
usual,  the  executive  had  only  one  tale  to  tell,  that  of 
success,  so  that  nothing  need  be  said  except  that  they  have 
arranged  a  series  of  social  evenings  for  the  winter  session. 
The  following  will  be  the  officers,  &o.,  for  the  coming 
financial  year :  President,  Mr.  James  Raeper ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  A.  Smith;  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson; 
secretaries,  Messrs.  J.  Pendrigh  and  W.  T.  Coates ; 
committee,  Messrs.  Myoock,  Woodward,  Makin,  Wayne, 
Marsland,  Tnlly,  Schmidt,  Heath,  and  Mayor.  The 
Moss  Side  Socials  open  their  social  evening  pro- 
gramme on  Nov.  19,  and  intend  to  admit  ladies  as  usual. 
Since  penning  the  first  part  of  these  notes  Mr.  Driver 
writes  to  say  that  the  first  consignment  of  fish  for  stocking 


will  arrive  to-day,  and  will  be  turned  into  their  Irlam 
waters  about  2.30.  Mr.  Luke  Downs  reports  a  pike  6ilb. 
from  Poynton  Canal,  and  says  plenty  of  other  anglers  are 
getting  roach  at  Marple  from  lib,  to  IJlb.  The  Fails- 
worth  and  District  Angling  Society  have  started  another 
financial  year  sound  in  every  department,  and  hope  to 
have  even  a  better  season  than  last.  The  following  strong 
executive  have  been  electt  d :  President,  Mr.  W.  H, 
Hughes ;  vice-president,  Mr.  L.  Rawcliffe  ;  treasurer,  Mr, 
J.  Pennington ;  secretary  and  delegate,  Mr.  W.  Winter- 
bottom.  They  have  altered  several  rules,  and  intend 
fishing  their  annual  match  later  in  the  season.  The  secre- 
tary is  very  sanguine  of  the  future  of  the  CP.  A.A.  If 
the  parish  council  at  Saxilby  succeed  in  their  u  quest  to 
the  G.N.Ry.  Co.  to  stop  Suiid<iy  match  fishing  in  the 
Fossdyke,  it  will  prevent  several  of  our  city  clubs  from 
paying  their  annual  vibit  to  this  district. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
A  fine  pike  of  21}lb.  was  caught  on  Sunday  last  in  the 
Wensum,  at  Drayton,  by  Mr.  White,  of  Norwich;  the 
same  angler  took  a  pike  of  17|lb.  from  the  same  water  on 
the  preceding  Sunday.  Other  anglers  who  have  been  out 
— and  they  are  not  many — have  had  only  moderate  sport, 
the  weather  having  been  so  unsettled.  The  waters  of  both 
rivers  and  broads  are  not  at  all  in  bad  condition,  con- 
sidering the  amount  of  rain  that  has  fallen  during  the  past 
week,  and,  with  a  return  of  fine  weather,  good  sport  may 
be  anticipated.  Sea  fishing  at  Yarmouth  has  been 
wretched  lately.  The  writer  was  there  last  Wednesday 
and  got  next  to  nothing,  and  was  told  that  the  whiting 
had  not  been  feeding  since  the  previous  Friday.  There 
were  several  anglers  on  the  pier,  and  they  did  not  catch 
an  average  of  six  whiting  each,  and  these  were  very  small. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

_  On  Wednesday  the  Trent  was  running  in  splendid  condi- 
tion for  coarse  fish  angling,  and  the  weather  seemed  of  a 
more  settled  character.  Previously  rain  had  fallen  heavily, 
and  a  boisterous  wind  from  the  west  added  but  little  to 
the  comfort  of  those  visiting  the  banks  of  the  river.  At 
Ciawley  (Pride  of  Derby  water),  on  Saturday,  Mr.  F. 
Wallis  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey  creeled  a  graiid  lot  of  roach  and 
other  fish  ;  and  on  Thursday,  above  Cavendish  Bridge,  an 
exceptional  catch  was  brought  oS  by  Mr.  Howson  and 
your  correspondent.  In  the  Ewe  backwater  Mr.  G. 
HewBon  ran  and  landed  one  or  two  pike  of  about  61b. 
each,  and  seven  handsome  fish,  best  9ib.,  oime  to  hand 
from  the  Bingham  district.  They  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  H.  Mather,  G.  W.  Clarke,  and  W.  Grifflchs,  of 
the  City  Piscatorial  Society.  On  private  waters,  Mr.  W. 
Foulds  and  friend,  of  the  same  society,  secured  a  variety 
of  grayling,  dace,  and  perch.  Members  of  the  Clifton 
stretch  have  fared  moderately  well  amongst  small  bream 
and  roach,  and  plenty  of  roach  appear  to  have  been  caught 
at  Barton  and  Attenborough.  The  rise  should  improve 
pike  fishing  in  a  few  days.  The  fish  must  have  been 
driven  into  the  backwaters,  and  those  getting  "first 
turn  "  with  a  lively  dace  or  gudgeon  ought  to  succeed  in 
double  quick  time.  Weeds  are  still  troublesome  in  the 
river  where  trolling  baits  are  brought  into  play.  Peroh 
seem  to  have  left  us,  at  any  rate,  few  fall  to  lures  of 
bottom  fishers. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  wet  weather  and  high  state  of  the  rivers  have  pre- 
sented many  anglers  going  out  this  week.  Some  there  are 
th  at  seem  to  be  weather-proof,  and  have  their  sport  be  it 
wet  or  dry.  Several  have  been  fishing  on  some  days  and 
caught  good  baskets  of  roach,  and  each  day  got  wet  to  the 
skin.  H.  Smith  had  141b.  on  Monday  ;  E.  Williams,  forty 
roach  and  thirty-three  dace,  with  the  maggot,  same  day; 
and  W.  Hill,  a  mixed  basket  of  151b;  on  Tuesday.  Some 
good  pike  fishing  has  been  had  in  private  water,  but  have 
only  heard  of  two  pike  being  taken  in  the  Avon,  although 
the  water  has  been  in  very  fair  order.  The  water  in  the 
Severn  is  on  the  rise,  and  successful  angling  cannot 
be  expected  in  this  river  for  some  days. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  flooded  state  of  the  rivers  has  been  more  in  favour 
of  the  fish  than  of  the  fishermen,  for,  having  plenty  of 
bottom  food  brought  down  by  the  flushes,  the  fish  could 
afford  to  despise  the  most  tempting  flies.  Grayling 
especially,  like  the  rustic  man  in  poetic  lore,  have  "  greatly 
independent  lived."  Even  where  the  streams  have  been 
comparatively  clear,  and  the  chancas  seemed  good,  only 
indifferent  sport  has  in  many  instances  resulted.  With  the 
rivers  in  good  trim,  there  would  yet  remain  the  desideratum 
of  colder  weather,  for  the  mild,  spring-like  conditions 
which  have  prevailed  are  not  favourable  to  anglers 
for  either  grayling  or  pike.  A  good  few  rodmen  have 
gone  forth  to  try  their  luck,  getting  slender  catches  for 
their  pains.  Roach,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  taken  in 
the  Ouse  and  Foss  in  the  York  neighbourhood,  Fnlford 
and  Clifton  localities.  Further  afield,  in  the  Derwent,  the 
Swale,  Bedale  Beck,  the  Yore,  and  the  Wharf e,  anglers 
have  been  in  quest  of  sport  from  York,  Leeds,  and  other 
West  Riding  towns.  A  curious  point  has  arisen  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  and  angling  in 
reservoirs.  Two  anglers  were  sommoned  for  fishing  for 
trout  without  a  licence  in  the  Thrybergh  Reservoir  of  the 
Doncaster  Corporation,  who  had  stocked  it  with  trout. 
The  men  had  the  permission  of  the  corporation  to  fish  in 
it,  and  the  contention  was  that  the  fishery  board  had  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  water,  inasmuch  as  the  reservoir  was 
not  a  stream.  The  case  was  heard  before  the  Rotherham 
West  Biding  justices,  who  took  three  weeks  to  consider 
their  decision,  which  was  that  the  fishery  board  had  no 
jurisdiction,  and  they  therefore  diemiesed  the  summonses. 
The  Board,  however,  appear  to  think  they  have  jurisdic- 
tion over  reservoirs  as  well  as  rivers,  and  they  applied  for 
and  obtained  a  case. 
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IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.^ 

LOWESTOFT— A  8BA  ANGLER'S  PARADISE. 

Sib,  —  I  have  just  retarned  from  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  angling  exonrsion  to  Lowestoft.  I  had  heard 
from  a  friend  some  tales  of  wonderful  oa^'ohea  of  whitioK, 
codling,  dabs,  flounders,  eels,  &o.,  which  he  and  his 
worthy  sons  had  secured  off  Lowestoft  Pier.  Acting 
strictly  on  the  instructions  given  me  in  Ragby,  and 
following  out  the  map  so  carefully  prepared  for  my 
guidance,  the  first  morning  I  fighed  from  the  North  Pier, 
and  took  upwards  of  five  ecDre  of  beautiful  whiting  besides 
a  score  of  other  fish.  Every  day  for  a  week  I  had  praotioilly 
the  same  luck,  and  then  a  letter  from  the  Midlands  told 
me  to  secure  the  services  of  an  old  salt,  Tom  Ellis,  and 
"  fish  from  a  boat  half  a  mile  out  and  in  front  of  the 
Royal  Hotel."  I  did  as  recommended,  and,  fishing  fine,.had 
the  record  catch  of  my  life— 373  whiting  in  less  than  four 
hours.  During  my  stay  in  Losveatoft  I  accounted  for  some 
heavy  creels.  When  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  tackle 
waa  mentioned,  "His  Eminence's"  health  was  drunk  in 
a  bumper. 

The  real  motive  of  my  writing  this  letter,  Mr.  Editor, 
was  to  recommend  persons  seeking  sea  water  fishing,  and 
who  do  not  care  to  go  out  in  a  boat  because  of  the 
expense,  to  visit  Lowestoft  and  fish  from  the  North  Pier. 
Plenty  of  room,  no  crowding,  and  lots  of  sport  was  the 
experience  of— Yours  truly,  J.  Rokeby. 

MR.  GRANT  ON  "THE  GRANT  VIBRATION 
ROD." 

SiE, — As  the  inventor  of  the  rod  to  which  you  devote 
some  attention  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  3,  I  may 
perhaps  be  allowed  to  rti-r  to  one  or  two  of  your  observa- 
tions, which  ynn  so  frankly  stated.    You  say  : 

"  Whether  Mr.  Grant  has  disc  vered  some  secret,  or 
applied  aom't  law  by  which  he  can  aWays  turn  out  perfect 
rods,  I  cannot  _  say  ;  one  would  have  to  try  dozens  of 
them  to  be  contdooed  on  that  point,  and  I  have  only  triod 
one  ;  but  if  he  can  turn  out  dozens  like  it,  i.e..  which  I 
should  say  were  exactly  like  it,  I  should  begin  to  think  there 
was  more  genius  in  his  method  than  the  genius  which  is 
common  to  every  rod  maker  who  knows  what  is  wanted, 
and  takes  infioite  pains  to  produce  it." 

You  admit  the  superiority  of  your  one  rod,  but  I  can 
assure  you  that  not  only  have  all  my  rods  been  made 
equally  perfect,  but  with  the  knowledge  of  the  law  (which 
must  necessarily  remain  secret  meantime)  which  hai  to 
be  followed  in  the  construction  of  these  rods,  the 
Messrs.  Playfair  will  be  able  to  turn  out  dozens  of  them, 
every  one  of  which  will  be  as  perfect  in  itself,  according 
to  i's  weight,  as  the  one  you  refer  to.  In  fact,  if  made  a 
little  off  the  principle,  the  difference  will  be  at  once 
apparent.  If  my  invention  claims  or  a-sserts  anvthing  it 
is  that  every  rod  made  on  its  principle  is  inevitably  perfect 
as  the  wood  used  can  make  it.  Of  course,  in  the  first 
place,  only  the  best  material  ii  used  for  these  rods,  but, 
given  equal  wood  and  same  weight  the  rods  will  always  be 
the  same.  I  have  no  doubt  some  of  those  keen  and 
gentlemanly  sportsmen  (they  are  many  now)  who  have 
used  my  rods  will  be  able  to  corroborate  this.  Such  a 
correspondence  would  be  interesting  to  your  readers,  and 
I  am  sure  Messrs.  Playfair  and  Co.,  whese  property  the 
rod  now  is,  court  the  fullest  inquiry. 

Speaking  for  myself  as  the  discoverer  of  this  method,  I 
may  state  that  it  is  not  some  law,  but  the  law  of  vibration 
itself  as  it  applies  to  woods  which  governs  the  principle  on 
which  these  rods  are  made,  and  that  being  so,  I  think  the 
statement  that  they  are  made  on  scientific  principles  quite 
fits. 

You,  sir,  also  allude  to  Messrs.  Playfair  and  Co.'s  claim 
That  with  these  rods  the  angler  can  not  only  throw  a 
longer  line,  but  with  greater  ease  and  lightness  than  with 
any  rod  hitherto  in  use."  I  think  the  first  part  of  the 
paragraph  is  best  answered  by  the  extract  you  quote  from 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  four  years  ago. 

"  Using  an  18tt.  5in.  rod  of  four  joints,  i.e.,  spliced 
three  times,  Mr.  Grant  made  a  oast,  which  I  carefully 
measured,  of  53yds.  1ft.  from  the  spot  where  his  feet 
stood  to  the  place  where  the  fly  fell  on  the  water.  He 
oast  along  the  bank  in  order  that  we  might  easily  see 
where  the  fly  fell.  This  is  the  longest  recorded  cast  ever 
made. 

"  Mr_.  Grant  is  a  rather  slightly  made  man,  not  over 
strong  in  health,  and  I  oan  well  believe  him  that  in  the 
hands  of  a  more  powerful  man  his  fine  rods  would  do  more 
than  he  ii  able  to  take  out  of  them."— f.  Q,,  Deo.  12, 
1896. 

Bnt  other  anglers  may  here  also  be  able  to  advance 
opinions. 

Of  course,  in  a  matter  where  patent  rights  exist,  and 
which  have  now  been  acquired  by  another  firm,  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  go  into  details  of  its  manufacture ;  but  I  may 
say  that  no  other  rod  except  the  Grant  V.  R.  has  ever 
been  made  that  will  transmit  in  continuity  the  motion 
given  by  the  angler  from  the  grip  of  the  rod  to  the  point ; 
and  it  is  absolutely  impossible,  as  other  rods  are  made, 
that  they  could  do  so,  and  no  rod  except  itself  obeys  the 
most  delicate  or  most  powerful  movement  of  the  manipu- 
lator. It  is  thus  completely  under  the  control  of  the 
angler,  and  possesses  besides,  as  stated,  exact  power  to 
weight ;  heno4  its  superioritv. 

Of  coursoj  it  is  easy  to  make  statements,  but  when  these 
solicit  enquiry  and  challenge  refutation,  and  can  be  sub- 
stantiated to  the  uttermost,  they  are  entitled  to  be  made. 

As  to  how  I  discovered  the  presence  of  a  natural  law, 
a^d  how  best  to  apply  it,  I  have  never  made  any  secret. 
The  coBstruction  of  the  violin  has  alwayi  had  a  fascination 


for  myself,  and  in  tracing  the  laws  of  acoustics  in  reference 
to  woods,  with  their  varying  results,  I  found  something,  the 
principle  of  which  I  applied  to  fishing  rods ;  and  the 
public  can  judge  of  the  result,  as  it  is  embodied  in  my  rod 
So  far  as  the  larger  question,  as  I  consider  it,  of  the  violin 
is  concerned,  more  hereafter. 

As  to  breaking  a  rod  and  not  being  able  to  get  it 
perfectly  repaired,  to  which  Mr.  Marston  refers,  his  state 
ment  proves  there  is  a  want  of  true  vibration  in  such 
rod,  and  that  rnd-makers  are  working  at  haphazard.  If 
the  principle  which  governs  the  Grant  Vibration  Rod  was 
observed  in  tlie  rod  broken,  it  could  be  certainly  restorsd. 
and  the  vibration  power  continued  unimpaired — at  least,  it  is 
80  with  the  rod  under  consideration,  and  in  the  principle 
followf  d  it  could  not  be  otherwise. 

The  Grant  Vibration  Rod  is  a  complete  departure  from 
other  rode  made  or  in  use.  It  claims  to  be  perfect  on  its 
merits  alone,  and  by  these  it  is  content  to  stand  — Yours 
&o.,  Alexandke  Grant. 

7,  Baron  Taylor's  Lane,  Inverness. 

[The  cast  which  Mr.  Grant  made  at  Kingston  waa,  as 
we  said  at  the  time,  a  record  one  ;  but  it  will  never  do  to 
claim  perfection  for  the  rod  which  mak^a  the  longest  cast 
It  appears  from  his  advertisement  that  Mr.  John  Enright 
made  a  cast  9in.  longer  than  Mr.  Grant's,  with  a  rod 
of  16Ft.  3in.,  as  compared  with  Mr.  Grant's  18ft.  5in.,  and 
that  with  a  19ft.  rod  Mr.  E  aright  has  cast  62ydB.  lin. — 
and  having  seen  him  cast  we  can  well  believe  that  he  could 
beat  this  even.  We  certainly  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  gentlemen  who  have  had  experience  with  Mr, 
Grant's  rod. — Ed.]  ____ 

GRANT  VIBRATION  ROD  v.  CASTLECONNELL 
ROD. 

SiE, — Your  interesting  notice  of  the  former  rod  in  your 
issue  of  Nov.  3  does  not  disclose  any  reason  for  the 
monstrously  extravagant  price  asked  for  them,  viz.,  five 
guineas  for  10ft.  to  12ft.  rods,  six  guineas  for  the  Wi.  rods 
and  ten  guineas  for  the  16ft.,  17ft.,  and  18ft.  rods.  They 
are  merely  made  of  greenheart.  and  there  must  be  a  profit 
to  someone  or  other  of  200  or  300  per  cent. 

The  statement  of  the  makers  that  "  these  rods,  being 
made  on  scientific  principles,  the  result  is  full  power  to 
weight,  and,  therefore,  practically  unbreakable,"  besides 
being  grossly  ungrammatical,  does  not  in  the  least 
characterise  the  Grant  rod  as  superior  to  the  Oastle- 
connell  rod  j  while  the  further  statement  that  "  the  angler 
can  not  only  throw  a  longer  line,  bat  with  greater  ease  and 
lightnees  than  with  any  other  rod  hitherto  in  use  "  would 
seem  to  apply  not  at  all  to  the  Grant  rod  but  to  the 
Castlecornell  rod. 

If  length  of  cast  and  ease  of  casting  are  to  be  the  teat  of 
superiority,  the  Castleconnell  rod  oan  beat  the  Grant  rod 
off  the  water. 


Castleconnell. 

ft.  yds.  ft. 

19  rod  ...  oast  62  0 
16i  „    ...     „    58  1 


Geant. 

In.    ft.  yds.  ft.  In, 

1  20  rod    ...    cast   66   0  0 

19    „    53  0 

18  5in.  rod  „  63  1  0 
17Jrod    ...     „     50  0  0 

while  their  coat  is  only  one-third  or  one-fourth  that  of  the 
Grant  rod. 

Until  some  valid  and  clear  reason  be  given,  it  seems  to 
me  that  these  so-called  vibration  rods  will  not  be  bought 
at  the  prices  asked. — Yours  truly,  W.  M.  N 

Peebles.  ___ 

THE  RECORD  EDEN  SALMON. 
Sir, — Mr.  Ffennell  is  not  quite  accurate  respecting  the 
above.  I  give  correct  pur  iculara  in  a  recent  article 
(P  (?.  Oct.  20).  It  waa  killed  by  Geo.  McKenzie  Nov.  2 
1892,  and  after  being  taken  aeveral  miles  from  Warwick 
Hall  to  Edenhall  for  preservation,  was  carefully  weighed 
at  night  and  found  to  scale  50Jlb.  It  was  set  up  by  Mr. 
Raine,  of  Edenhall,  now  of  Carlisle,  in  whose  shop  is  a 
fine  coloured  cast  of  this  magnificent  fish.  McKenzie  was 
unfortunately  drowned  Feb.  14,  1894,  while  getting 
wreckage  out  of  the  flooded  river  at  Warwick  Hall,  where 
he  was  keeper. — Yours  very  truly,  Gekta, 


SPORT  ON  DEAL  PIER,  &o. 
SiE, — In  your  issue  of  Nov.  10,  under  the  above 
heading,  Mr.  Kirby  aays  :  "As  regards  the  wholesale 
accusation  of  ta>iing  undersized  fish,  no  minimum  of  size 
or  weight  has  ever  been  prescribed,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
for  whiting,  to.,  at  Deal  or  elsewhere.  How,  then,  oan  a 
whiting  be  undersized  ?  As  to  returning  little  fish,  every 
man  must  be  guided  by  his  own  judgment.    .    .  ." 

Now,  sir,  I  have  no  wish  to  enter  the  controversy,  but 
merely  to  point  out  that  the  Greaham  Anstling  Society 
have  for  some  years  recognised  a  minimum  size  of  sea  fish 
— the  first  society,  or  body  of  anglers,  I  understand,  to 
adopt,  permanently,  such  a  standard.  We  have,  since 
firat  making  the  standard,  now  more  experience,  and 
benefiting  by  same,  propose  amending  these  sizes,  a  copy 
of  which  I  shall  be  pleased  to  send  Mr.  Kirby  when 
printed. — Yours  truly,       J.  B.  Close. 

(Hon.  Curator,  Gresham  Angling  Society.) 


SILK  LINES  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 
Dear  Sie,— I  read  in  the  F.  G.  of  Nov.  10  a  rather 
lenijthy  communication  from  a  correspondent,  wherein  he 
takes  exception  to  the  remarks  of  another  anent  sea 
fishing  from  Deal  Pier. 

Now,  sir,  I  must  also  take  excption  to  a  remark  of  his 
with  reference  to  the  use  of  silk  lines,  wherein  he  asks  : 
"  Who  uses  them,  except  millionaires  and  people  who  do 
not  know  better  ?  " 

Large  numbers  of  people  use  them,  aa  I  can  state  from 
personal  observation,  who  are  certainly  not  millionaires — 
myself  amongst  the  number ;  and  so  far  aa  I  oan  speak 


for  myself,  it  will  moat  certainly  be  a  long  time  before  I 
know  any  better  in  this  respect. 

_  To  give  my  experience  in  thia  reepect,  I  purchased  two 
lines,  of  lOOyds.  each,  viz.,  one  flax  and  one  silk,  and  paid 
the  same  for  each,  viz.,  4s.  6d.,  and  found  that  when  using 
the  ailk  line  I  could  do  with  less  than  half  the  weight  of 
lead  on  my  line,  and  after  using  this  line  from  the  com- 
mencement of  November,  '99,  till  Eaater  of  this  year,  it  is 
still  good  enough  for  another  season. — Yours  truly, 

  H.  TiSLEY. 

PIKE  FISHING  IN  THE  BRUB  AT  HIGHBRIDGE. 
SOMERSET. 

_  Sie, — It  appears  not  to  be  generally  known  that  the 
river  Brue  literallv  swarma  virith  pike.  Within  the  last 
two  years,  Mr.  Pouracre,  of  Highbridge,  haa  taken 
apecimrns  weighing  14'b  and  161b  respnctively.  Also  on 
Nov.  11,  1900.  one  8Jlb.  On  Saturday,  Nov.  10,  a 
member  of  the  Weston-snper-Mar«  Angling  Clnb,  in  the 
same  river,  landed  two,  41b.  and  71b.  each.  The  htn. 
secretary  of  the  W  8.M.  Clnb  also  succeeded  in  killing 
one  (which  was  weighed  twice)  9|lb.  He  strongly 
emphasises  the  fact  that  feather-bed  anglers  or  fine  weather 
birds  do  not  usually  score  well  among  pike.  A  good  rough 
November  day  gives  a  good  opportunity. — Yours,  &o  , 
  Bece. 

THE  "  SIMPLEX  "  REEL. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  the  letter  of  "  Simplex  "  in  last  week's 
Gazette  we  write  to  say  we  keep  the  "  Simplex  "  reel  in 
stock,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  sell  one  to  the  writer. — Yours 
respectfully,  G.  Little  and  Oo. 

63,  Haymarket,  London,  S.W. 


SOME  BORDER  ESK  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Penton  Linns  "  in  last  week's 
F.  O.,  re  bis  queries  as  to  the  best  all-round  B  order  Esk 
fly  for  salmon  and  sea  trout,  I  should  decidedly  say.  for 
salmon,  the  old  Border  Brown  Turkey  and  the  Grey 
Turkey. 

_  Of  course,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  different 
sizes  of  these  to  suit  the  size  and  colour  of  the  water.  For 
salmon,  No.  10  amallest,  to  No.  16,  largest,  Hutchinion 
Kendal  (old  scale).  These  patterns,  however,  are  not 
what  "  Penton  Linns  "  gets  to  buy  in  the  ordinary  fishing 
tackle  shops. 

There  is  another  fly  of  white  and  mixed  turkey  wing, 
dressed  locally  at  Canonbie,  which  does  very  well occasion- 
allv ;  but  if  "  P.  L."  has  the  above  two  flies  of  the 
different  sizes  he  does  not  need  the  gaudy  butterflies 
dressed  to  catch  the  eye  of  the  inexperienced  angler.  For 
aea  trout  a  smaller  size  of  the  Brown  Turkey,  with,  per- 
haps, a  Woodcock,  Corncrake,  and  Jay,  are  useful  for  a 
change,  especially  as  three  flies  are  generally  mounted  on 
the  cast  for  sea  trout  and  herling. 

For  worm  fishing  "Penton  Linns"  does  not  state 
whether  he  intends  to  fish  with  worm  in  discoloured 
waters  or  in  the  clear  water  method.  For  the  former 
No.  10  and  11  of  the  above  scale  ;  for  clear  water  the 
ordinary  three  hooks,  sneck-bend,  and  known  as  Stewart 
tackle,  ia  best,  though  many  prefer  a  small  single  hook 
while  fishing  in  clear  water. — Yours  truly, 

____  Heatherbell. 

A  STRANGE  PISH. 
Sie, — May  I  suggest  that  the  fish  described  by  Mr. 
Winter_  was  a  burbot  {Lota  vulgaris),  interesting  to 
naturalists  as  being  the  only  fresh- water  represcLtative  of 
the  important  family  of  Gadidce.  or  cod.  In  general 
appearance  it  resembles  the  ling  {Molva  vulgaris),  having 
a  similar  elorgated  form,  but  differing  from  that  fish  in 
colour,  being  greenish-brown  mottled  and  spotted,  with  a 
darker  tint.  That  it  eluded  capture  when  ashore  is  not 
surprising,  seeing  that  ttie  burbot  is  covered  with  a  mucous 
slime. 

It  is  a  native  of  various  streams  in  the  Midlands  and 
extern  counties  of  England,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  its 
having  been  reported  hitherto  so  far  north  aa  the  Tees. 
The  flesh  is  said  to  be  excellent,  firm,  and  white,  but  care 
should  be  taken  to  cook  it  thoroughly,  because,  like  the 
pike,  _  the  burbot  generally  harbours  in  its  muscles 
quantities  of  the  asexual  form  of  a  dangerous  parasite 
(Bcthriocephalus).  Each  of  these  bladder-worms,  as  they 
are  called  at  this  stage  of  their  development,  if  swallowed 
by  man  or  dog  may  become  the  head  or  anchor  of  a  long 
chain  of  internal  parasites  closely  resembling  the  dreaded 
tapeworm,  and  equally  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
host. — Yours  truly,    _  Heebeet  Maxwell. 

P  S. — The  burbot  is  a  night  feeder,  and  ia  usually 
taken  on  nightlinea.  ____ 

A  FROG  QUERY. 
Deae  Sie,— Poasiblv  you  mil  have  seen  the  encloaed 
cutting  from  Daily  Mail,  but  in  case  it  has  escaped  your 
notice  I  thought  ic  might  be  an  interesting  '  par"  to 
reproduce  in  my  good  old  friend,  the  Fishing  Gazette. — 
With  kind  regards,  yours  fraternally, 

R.  P.  Marsden, 

"  Froqs  aee  Fish  ! 
A  citizen  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  waa  arrested  for 
catching  frogs  in  a  public  reservoir.  He  was  fined,  and 
ppealed  the  case.  The  superior  court  has  just  decided 
that  frogs  are  fish  within  the  meaning  of  the  statutes,  and 
that  the  accused  waa,  therefore,  liable  under  the  law.— 
Daily  Sun,  St.  John,  Canada." 

P.S.— Kindly  tell  me  what  is  the  beat  bait  to  nae  for 
frogs,  also  when  is  the  close  season. 

[A  frog  ia  not  yet  a  fish  in  this  country,  even  within  the 
meaning  of  the  atatntea,  there  ia  no  close  aeason  for  them, 
and  a  lively  boy  is  about  the  best  bait  we  Imow.— Ed,] 
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BEST  SIZE  OP  REEL  FOR  CASTING  FROM. 

Dear  Sir,— With  regard  to  the  letter  published  last 
week  from  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  on  the  above  subject,  I  would 
respectfully  afk:  Has  he  or  any  other  reader  of  your 
widely-read  journal  given  my  Nottingham  ''Aerial"  reel 
a  trial?  Sajs  Mr.  Emery,  "Most  of  the  Nottingham 
wood  reels  are  too  heavy."  My  patent  invention — and  it 
ha8_  been  advertised  for  weeks  in  your  columns — is  really 
an  improvement  on  the  Nottingham  centres.  The  drum, 
with  fully  200yds.  of  line  upon  it,  only  weighs  2ioz.,  and 
in  a  review  cf  the  reel,  kindly  publishfd  by  yourself,  Mr. 
Editor,  in  the  F  O.  of  July  11,  1896,  you  say,  "  This  is 
certainly  the  lightest  reel  we  have  ever  seen,  the  revolving 
portion  or  drum  consisting  merely  cf  ebonite  hoops  con- 
nected by  light  metal  (aluminium)  bars."  Again,  "  This 
reel  rune  so  freely  that  the  a  ightest  touch  seis  it  in 
motion,  even  a  pufi  of  breath  being  suffioieot." 

Personally,  in  casting,  I  prefer  a  4ia.  (diameter)  reel, 
and  the  advantage  of  the  large  drum  in  the  "Aerial" 
speaks  for  itself  so  far  as  the  rapidity  of  stream  fishing  is 
concerned.  By  rapidity  I  mean,  of  course,  traversing  the 
swim  and  recovering  the  line  for  the  next  cast 
_  I  should  not  have  troubled  you  at  all  excepting  that  I 
live  in  the  home  of  the  renowned  Nottingham  centre-pin 
reels,  and  that  in  introducing  the  "  Aerial  "  I  believed 
we  had,  so  far  as  lightnees  is  concerned,  attained  as  near 
perfection  as  possible. — Faithfully  yours, 

  Henry  Coxon. 

RED  MULLET. 

Dear  Sir,— Colour  is  a  deceptive  test  of  the  species  of 
sea  fish ;  but,  as  far  as  my  own  observations  go,  the  pale- 
coloured  are  generally  oblique  nosed,  and  the  bright  red 
ones  straight  rosed,  and,  moreover,  the  pale  kind  seem  to 
run  larger  than  the  red. 

The  red  mullet  approach  the  shore  in  the  summer  at 
the  same  time  as  the  young  bream  do,  and  they  seem  to 
have  the  same  habits  of  feeding,  frequenting  the  jungles 
of  the  sea  grass,  where  the  smaller  kinds  of  animal  life 
abound,  but  coming  rather  nearer  to  the  shore  than  the 
bream.  A  good  many  may  be  taken  with  a  trammel  or  a 
small  shore  seine  in  the  sheltered  bays  of  the  south  coast, 
and  now  and  then  a  very  few  are  taken  with  the  hook  ; 
but  any  attempt  to  angle  for  them  systematically  would, 
I  fear,  only  lead  to  disappointment. 

On  the  coast  of  Brittany  we  used  to  get  a  few  now  and 
then  in  summer  and  early  autumn,  but  I  do  not  call  to 
mind  that  they  were  ever  very  plentiful.  In  the  Mediter- 
ranean, on  the  contrary,  there  are  considerable  numbers 
in  the  sheltered  nooks  of  the  coast,  in  such  places  as  Mar- 
seiUefi  Bay,  Toulon,  and  the  islands  off  Hjferea,  but  not 
upon  the  more  exposed  parts  of  the  coast. 
_  Once  when  spending  October  and  November  in  a  pretty 
village  called  St.  Nazaire,  near  Toulon,  I  found  the  natives 
were  getting  a  few  on  hand-lines,  so  rigged  up  a  light  rod 
with  fine  line,  one  very  small  bullet,  and  a  9ft.  cast 
trailing,  with  two  hooks,  and  succeeded  in  picking  up  a 
fair  number.  The  bait  was  usually  a  very  small  cube  of 
tunny,  and  a  little  sardine  offal  and  sand  mixed  up  thrown 
in  now  and  again  as  ground-bait. 

Anything  above  half  a  dozen  was  considered  a  good 
basket.  They  never  ran  above  41b.  The  water  was  so 
extremely  clear  that  we  used  to  fish  up  sea  urchins  (most 
delicate  eating)  by  the  bushel  from  the  bottom  with  a 
split  bamboo. — Yours  truly,  Hamus. 

EELS  FEEDING  ON  LAND  AT  NIGHT. 
Dear  Sib, — That  eels  do  this  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but 
I  did  not  know  they  were  experts  at  eg?  sucking.  Years 
ago  I  was  staging  with  a  friend  at  Tibbie  Shiel's,  on  St. 
Mary's  Loch,  Selkirkshire.  The  weather  being  bright  and 
hot  by  day,  we  thought  we  would  try  fighing  at  night  from 
sundown  to  midnight.  There  is  a  short  connecting  stream 
between  St.  Mary's  Loch  and  the  Loch  of  the  Lowes  just 
above  it,  which  passes  close  by  Tibbie's  cottage,  and  we 
fished  this  carefully  with  fly  and  minnow  with  some  success, 
but  I  was  rather  alarmed  at  finding  myself  walking  in  the 
meadow  amongst  a  lot  of  writhing,  squirming  things  whteh 
I  then  took  for  snakes,  but  found  out  afterwards  to  be 
eels,  big  ones,  and  dozens  of  them,  quite  a  long  way  from 
the  water's  edge,  no  doubt  feeding  on  slugs  and  worms 
out  in  the  cool  night.  If  I  had  known  they  were  eela  I 
would  have  bagged  one  or  two,  but  I  was  not  sorry  to  leave 
the  meadow  and  get  back  home  and  to  bed. — Yours,  &c  , 
  Senex. 

FRANCIS  FRANCIS  ON  "REFRACTION  OP 
LIGHT." 

Dear  Sir, — Since  the  fashion  nowadays  among  us 
anglers  seems  to  be  a  strong  inclination  to  call  attention 
to  the  errors,  mistakes,  or  blunders  made  by  other  writers 
on  subjects  piscatorial  (the  "Formosa"  trout  or  pike 
incident  to  wit),  and  since  such  a  fashion,  conceived  with 
the  intention  of  correcting  such  errors  and  conducted  in 
a  deliberate  manner,  devoid  of  personal  spleen,  can  have 
no  other  than  a  beneficial  effect.  May  I  be  allowed  to  point 
out  to  yomr  readers  a  most  glaring  mistake  which  appears 
in  a  work  on  angling  of  such  wide-spread  reputation  that 
it  surely  must  find  a  place  on  the  bookshelves  of  all  true 
lovers  of  the  gentle  art?  I  refer  to  the  third  edition 
(1872)  of  "A  Book  on  Angling,"  by  the  late  Francis 
Francis. 

It  may  be  that  others  have  already  anticipated  me  on 
this  question,  or  that  the  author,  in  a  later  edition  of  his 
work,  has  corrected  the  mistake  in  question.  Should 
such  be  the  case,  I  am,  happily  or  unhappily,  in  ignorance 
thereof.  The  work  referred  to  is  by  such  a  high  authority 
on  piscatorial  art,  and  is  regarded  as  such  a  good  standard, 
that  I  have  felt  it  a  duty  to  do  what  I  cin  to  disabuse 
the  minds  of  many  of  the  less  seientific  readers  of  "A 
Book  on  Angling  "  on  this  one  point. 

In  Chapter  Y.,  on  fly  fishing,  after  giving  some  really 


sound  advica  to  the  would-be  successful  fly  fisher  anent 
dress,  the  author  makes  the  following  statement : 

"  The  angler  must  not  always  consider,  because  the 
spot  where  a  trout  lies  is  apparently  out  of  the  direct 
range  of  his  vision,  that  therefore  he  is  invisible  to  the 
trout,  because,  owing  to  the  refraction  of  the  rays  of  light 
consequent  on  their  passing  from  the  rarer  medium  of  air 
into  the  denser  medium  of  water,  the  direct  line  of  vision 
becomes  broken  on  reaching  the  water  and  takes  a  much 
more  perpendicular  direction." 

The  writer  here  illustrates  this  truth  by  an  allusion  to 
the  old  experiment  whereby  a  coin,  hidden  from  the  direct 
range  of  vision  by  the  edge  of  a  bisin,  is  brought  within 
the  visual  range  by  filling  the  basin  with  water.  He  then 
goes  on  to  say  : 

"  The  same  thing  of  course  takes  place  inversely  with 
respect  to  the  fish  seeing  the  fisher,  with  this  remarkable 
difference,  that  the  line  is  still  further  diverted  from  tlie 
direct  line  of  vision,  and  therefore  the  fish  can  see  at  a 
greater  angle  of  divergence  than  the  fisherman,  and  con- 
sequently a  fish  lying  under  a  bank  between  ihe  angler 
amd  himself  can  often  see  his  enemy  when  by  no  possibility 
could  the  angler  see  him." 

1  have  given  the  extract  in  extenso  in  order  that  the 
exact  wording  may  be  before  your  readers,  the  italics 
being  my  own. 

Now,  a  very  elementary  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
refraction  is  suflioient  to  prove  the  absurdity  of  the  state- 
ment in  italics.  I  have  elsewhere  called  it  a  mistake,  but 
I  think  it  deserves  some  stronger  appellation.  The  writer 
must  have  known  something  of  the  laws  of  which  he  was 
writing  to  have  said  as  much  as  he  did,  and  this  seems  to 
point  to  a  piece  of  careless  blundering.  Experimental 
physics  have  proved  beyond  contradiction  the  truth  of  the 
following  laws  of  refraction  :  When  a  ray  of  light  passes 
from  one  medium  into  another,  the  sines  of  the  angles 
of  incidence  and  refraction  are  in  a  constant  ratio 
for  the  two  media  in  question.  When  the  ray  passes 
from  air  into  water  this  ratio  is  4:3.  Should  the  ray,  how- 
ever, pass  in  the  opposite  direction,  from  water  into  air,  the 
ratio  is  inverse,  i.e. ,  3  :  4  ;  but  the  value  of  the  terms  of  the 
ratio  is  constant  for  these  two  media.  Or,  putting  it  into 
simple  language,  a  ray  of  light  entering  water  from  air  is 
refracted  toward  a  normal  to  the  surface  of  the  water  at 
the  point  where  the  ray  enters  ;  whereas,  if  the  ray  passes 
from  the  water  into  air  it  is  refracted  aivay  from  the 
normal,  the  broken  path  of  the  ray,  however,  being  the 
same  for  either  direction.  A  glance  at  the  appended 
sketch  should  make  this  clear  to  those  of  your  readers  not 


conversant  with  these  laws.  It  represents  a  river-bed  in 
sectional  view,  the  following  being  an  explanation  of  the 
diagram.  The  range  of  vision  of  a  person  whose  eye-level 
is  at  A  is  limited  to  that  part  of  the  surface  of  the  water 
beyond  and  up  to  C,  on  account  of  the  bank.  A  ray  of 
light  from  B  (an  object  under  water)  passing  in  the 
direction  BC  is  refracted  into  the  line  OA,  and  by  virtue  of 
this  ray  the  object  at  B  would  be  visible  to  the  observer  at 
A,  but  it  appears  to  him  to  be  at  the  point  E  on  the  line 
AE.  Any  object  on  or  beyond  the  line  BC  would  be 
visible  to  the  observer,  but  he  would  be  unable  to  see  any- 
thing under  water  nearer  him  than  the  ray  BC.  This  much 
from  the  angler's  point  of  view.  Now  let  us  see  how  a 
fish  at  B  gets  on.  No  ray  of  light  from  A  can  reach  the 
surface  of  the  water  nearer  the  bank  than  C,  since  the 
bank  intercepts  all  other  rays  coming  downward.  Such  a 
ray  of  light  AC  on  reaching  C  is  refracted  into  the  line 
CB,  and  the  angler,  by  virtue  of  such  a  ray,  would  be 
visible  to  the  fish,  who  would  see  his  enemy  apparently  at 
D.  As  the  angler's  view  is  limited  to  those  objects  on  or 
beyond  the  lines  ACB,  so  also  are  the  positions  where  a 
fish  could  see  him  limited  to  the  same  space.  The  angles 
of  deviation  ECB,  ACD  are,  of  course,  equal. 

All  anglers  of  any  experience  worthy  the  name  will  be 
prepared  to  admit  that  a  fish  lying  close  under  the  near 
bank  can  very  often  see  an  angler  when  by  no  possibility 
could  the  latter  see  the  fish.  The  reason  for  this  is  not 
difficult  to  ficd.  but  it  is  certainly  not  that  given  by  the 
author  of  "  A  Book  on  Angling."  The  difficulty  of  seeing 
objects  in  a  dark  passage  when  looking  into  it  from  a 
well-lighted  room  will  be  apparent  to  all  your  readers, 
whereas  'if  the  position  be  reversed  it  is  easy  enough  to 
observe  what  goes  on  in  a  well-lighted  space,  even  though 
the_  observer  be  in  comparative  darkness  himself.  The 
positions  of  the  fish  and  fisher  are  relatively  the  same. 
Then  again,  when  the  light  is  at  its  bast — that  is,  in 
bright  sunlight— reflection  from  the  surface  of  the  water 
renders  it  far  more  difficult  to  discern  what  is  below. 

If  I  may  touch  on  another  subject,  I  should  like  te 
remark  that  although  I  have  been  a  subscriber  to  the 
F.  O,  for  several  years  I  have  never  so  thoroughly  enjoyed 
any  article  in  it  as  I  did  that  in  the  issue  for  Sept.  15 
entitled  "  On  Six  Bivers,"  by  J.  Paul  Taylor.  After 
having  spent  three  sumners  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  visiting 
the  river  Lark  at  Icblingham,  Plempton,  Lackford,  and 
Fornham  almost  every  week-end  throughout  the  season,  I 
can  safely  claim  a  fair  knowledge  of  that  delightful  little 


river  thereabouts.  I  daresay  our  friend  "  Dragnet  "  will 
be  able  to  call  to  mind  having  met  me  at  the  Bull  Hotel  at 
Barton  Mills  on  Easter  Monday,  1896,  when  he  presented 
me  and  two  of  my  friends  with  some  splendid  flies  of  Mrs. 
Richardson's  tying.  I  have  one  of  those  flies  yet,  and 
keep  it  as  a  memento  of  the  days  on  the  Lark.  Here,  in 
the  midst  of  the  chemicals,  there  are  few  chances  of  plying 
the  teloved  fly  rod,  and  such  a  refreshing  account  of  sport 
on  the  old  river  came  as  a  real  treat  to  one  whose  greatest 
pleasure  next  to  angling  in  his  old  spots  is  to  hear  of  others 
being  so  successful. 

I  noticed,  however,  that  Mr.  Taylor  says  chub  are  not 
common  in  the  Lark.  Now,  if  such  be  the  case  it  has 
come  about  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  for  I  have 
seen  dozens  under  Temple  Bridga,  and  scores  more  higher 
up  at  Double  Lock.  They  are  often  called  dace  locally  ; 
in  fact,  I  was  once  told  in  good  faith  by  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  the  Lark  Angling  Preservation  Society  that 
he  knew  where  there  were  plenty  of  dace  over  2lh.  each. 

1  am  afraid  I  have  already  spua  out  this  letter  too  long, 
and  so,  with  apologies  for  its  length,  will  subscribe  myself, 
— Yours  faithfully,  Francis  C.  Hudson. 

Widnes,  Lanes. 

AN  INTERESTING  LITTLE  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — Evidently  the  stone  loach  is  an  interesting 
little  fellow,  as  he  seems  to  have  lots  of  local  names.  _  I 
have  read  the  letters  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  concerning 
him  with  pleasure,  especially  the  one  written  by  "  Eeel- 
dar."  Most  Northumbrians  know  where  Keeldar  or 
Keilder  is.  As  he  signs  himself  thus  I  take  it  he  spent 
bis  holidays  there.  In  the  part  of  the  county  from 
whence  I  hail  I  never  heard  this  little  fish  called  any  name 
but  lie  lodger,  a  name  the  most  expressive  I  know  for 
him,  as  he  certainly  lies  or  lodges  under  the  stones  in  all 
the  stony  burns  in  the  Wooler  district  of  Northumber- 
land. 

I  trust  "  Keeldar "  will  not  feel  ofltended.  I  know 
many  burns,  but  the  tiny  trout  is  to  be  found  in  them  all. 
I  take  it  that  the  burn  "  Keeldar "  went  pledging  in 
(when  I  was  a  boy  we  called  it  plcdin)  was  an  outlet  to 
some  pond,  as  I  never  heard  of  pike  coming  down  from  the 
upper  waters.  In  fact,  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  pike 
being  caught  in  a  typical  Northumbrian  burn.  Perhaps 
some  other  native  might  help  me  in  this  matter. 

I  need  only  add  that  I  never  saw  it  used  for  pike  fishing, 
and  never  saw  it  taken  home,  as  the  lie  lodger  was  by  us 
boys  looked  on  as  something  loathsome,  and  either  thrown 
into  the  burn  or  killed. — I  remain  yours  truly, 

  WOOLEE. 

FLOODS  AND  PROSPECTS  IN  THE  NORTH  OF 
ENGLAND. 

Dear  Sir,— Under  the  above  heading  Mr.  J.  W. 
Blakey  has  an  article  in  last  week's  F.  Q.  In  it  he 
mentions  the  "  Team,  a  little  tributary  of  the  Tyne,  which 
once  was  famous  for  its  trout."  This  little  stream,  which 
is  sometimes  called  the  Teams,  generally  the  Team-gut, 
and  locally  as  the  Tyengs,  I  happen  to  know  very  well, 
and  I  would  ask  Mr.  Blakey  when  it  was  famous  for  its 
trout  ?  Certainly  not  within  the  last  fifty  years._  There 
is  one  paper  mill  on  its  banks,  adjoining  the  high  road 
between  Gateshead  and  Whickham,  and  in  the  pool  there 
I  have  caught  dace,  eels,  flakes  (small  flounders),  but 
never  a  trout,  and  I  can  safely  say  there  is  not  a  trout 
between  there  and  the  Tyne.  Between  this  pool  and  the 
mill-dam  there  were  plenty  of  dace,  and  you  could  see 
countless  numbers  of  young  eels  climbing  over  the  stones 
trying  to  get  up  the  dam.  Above  this  part  there  were 
dace  and  eels  and  a  few  trout.  I  have  caught  some  myself, 
but  they  were  very  few  and  far  between,  I  can  only 
remember  one  angler  who  used  to  fish  for  trout,  and  I 
can  safely  assert  he  never  caught  half  a  dozen  in  a  day's 
outing.  Many  years  ago  the  late  Lord  Ravensworth  made 
a  fish-pond  not  far  oS  it,  which  he  stocked  with  trout ; 
but  this  could  hardly  be  called  the  Teams,  and  above  there 
it  is  very  small  and  shallow,  with  pei'haps  an  odd  fario  here 
and  there.  I  remember  very  well  in  a  very  small  burn 
that  runs  into  it  from  the  park  I  once  caught  a  parr, 
which  I  kept  alive  for  some  time  till  it  was  attacked  with 
fungus.  Catching  this  parr  made  me  very  suspicious  of 
the  theory  that  they  were  young  salmon,  for  it  was  taken 
in  a  place  that  salmon  could  not  possibly  ascend  to.  As  I 
have  a  great  regard  for  the  little  old  stream  in  which  I 
often  bathed  as  well  as  fished,  I  would  be  very  glad  to 
know  when  it  was  famous  for  its  trout  ? — Yours  truly, 
  Keeldar. 

"  SKEEVIT." 
Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  should  have  written  you  some 
time  ago  in  answer  to  the  effect  of  "  Skeevit  "  as  an  anti- 
midge  solution,  a  bottle  of  which  you  kindly  eent  me  to 
test. 

The  South  of  Scotland  was  comparatively  free  of  midges 
this  autumn.  As  my  brother,  the  artist,  was  going  on  a 
sketching  tour  to  Glen  Lyon,  I  handed  the  preparation 
over  to  him.  He  has  often  been  terribly  pestered  virith 
midges  in  former  years,  both  in  Scotland  and  Wales. 
Glen  Lyon  was  visited  with  a  particularly  healthy  breed_  of 
the  little  pests  while  he  was  there,  but  a  free  application 
of  "  Skeevit "  to  the  face  and  wrist*  kept  the  little 
beggars  at  a  respectable  distance. 

He  now  swears  by  the  preparation  as  an  effective  remedy, 
and  says  he  will  not  ge  sketching  in  the  season  without  it 
in  future. 

The  address  on  the  bottle  has  become  defaced.  I 
suppose  it  will  be  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Qatette,  so 
that  he  wiU  know  where  to  get  a  supply  when  required.— 
Yours  truly,  Heatherbell. 

[Mr.  Stephens,  the  maker  of  the  celebrated  "blue 
black  "  inks,  so  useful  in  dying  gut,  is  the  proprietor  of 
"  Skeevit,"  and  any  chemist  can  supply  it. — Bd.J 
Several  importamt  letters  WMmoiiahly  left  evtr. 
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WHITING  AND  STRIKERS. 


There  is  unusual  slackness  in  the  whirring  of 
wheels  and  rattling  of  looms  as  I  pass  the  many 
great  lace  factories  of  busy  St.  Pierre,  and 
groups  of  dark-clothed  workmen  at  street  corners, 
relieved  by  bits  of  colour  in  the  dark  blue 
uniforms  and  white  facings  of  the  gendarmerie, 
and  lighter  blue  coats  and  red  trousers  of  soldiers 
of  the  line,  patrolling  or  doing  "  sentry-go,"  with 
bayonets  fixed,  outside  some  of  the  principal 
factories,  tell  of  the  big  strike  that  has  broken 
out  this  week  among  the  lace  and  tulle  workers, 
and  suggest  that  strong  measures  are  being  taken 
by  the  authorities  to  repress  picketting,  intimida- 
tion, or  disorder.  Just  outside  the  fisher- folks' 
quarter,  the  Courgain,  now  reeking  of  herrings,  a 
youth  accosts  me  with  an  ofEer  of  bait,  and  six 
sous  (threepence)  secure  me  sufficiency  of  succulent 
little  pink  lugworms  for  a  short  afternoon  at  the 
whiting.  Passing  the  broad  quays  of  the  Gare 
Maritime,  and  noting  once  more  the  quaint  con- 
trast of  richly-dressed  lady  passengers  by  the  mail- 
boat  and  soaked,  shivering  figures  of  short- 
skirted,  bare-legged  shrimpers  hastening  townward 
after  their  chilly  work  on  the  sandy  shallows, 
soon  I  am  at  a  good  corner  near  the  end  of  the 
Eastern  Pier,  with  pleasant  views  of  grey-gold 
Ba^nds  and  swelling  dunes  stretching  away to 


Sangatte  and  Gris  JJTez  to  the  west,  Marck  and 
Walden  to  the  east,  and  the  many  soft  colours  of 
the  old  town,  with  its  conspicuous  landmarks  of 
the  ancient  and  modern  lighthouses,  the  delicate 
dark  grey  tracery  of  the  belfry  of  the  old  Hotel 
de-Ville,  and  the  tall  Gothic  spire  of  N6tre  Dame, 
while  between  the  long  wooden  piers  dredgers 
and  tugs,  smacks  and  trawlers,  pilot  boats  and 
merchant  steamers  come  and  go,  and  in  the  offing 
brown  sails  of  the  herring  fleet  enliven  the  pale 
grey  waters  of  the  Silver  Streak.  A  pleasant 
place  to  fish,  truly,  and  whiting  have  been  plentiful 
these  days  on  the  afternoon  flood ;  so  hopefully 
the  gut  paternoster  is  cast  out  to  rest  on  the 
smooth  sands  at  the  eastern  side,  where  no  rocks 
nor  debris  endanger  our  lead  and  hooks.  Not 
long  do  we  wait,  for  telltale  twitch  at  end  of  rod, 
and  winding  up  of  silvery  little  whiting,  and  a 
sturdy,  ruddy  French  amateur  is  getting  among 
them,  too ;  also  another,  who,  with  his  easy- 
running  bobbin  of  a  reel,  is  making  magnificent 
casts  of  50yds.  or  60yds  ,  while  I  am  content  with 
half  the  distance. 

But  soon  hundreds  of  dark  figures  are  seen 
approaching  from  the  town,  and  gradually  the 
whole  yellow  structure  of  our  pier  becomes 
literally  black  with  strikers,  pale-faced,  keen- 
looking  men  and  boys,  2000  or  more  of  them, 
and  they  crowd  around  the  patient  anglers, 
and  get  sadly  in  the  way  of  the  "  chuckers  out," 
and  a  good  deal  of  good  humoured  chaff  goes  on, 
and  my  French  neighbour  gets  slightly  riled,  and 
some  of  the  rougher  and  noisier  among  the 
strikers  suggest  that  the  fishermen  had  better 
keep  quiet  or  they  may  be  pitched  into  the  sea, 
and  a  few  uncomplimentary  remarks  about  the 
English  elicit  only  smiles  from  me,  and  are 
strangely  illogical  just  now,  for  British  and 
French  workmen  have  recently  been  fraternising 
in  Paris,  and  the  motive  of  the  present  gathering 
is  a  "send  off"  to  certain  delegates  from  the 
Union  hands,  including  a  "  citizen,"  who  is  looked 
upon  as  peculiarly  qualified  because  of  a  longish 
residence  in  London  after  the  Commune,  who  are 
going  to  England  to  seek  sympathy  and  more 
solid  support  from  kindred  organisations. 

So  the  time  passes  with  jest  and  chaff,  and  the 
younger  strikers  take  keen  interest  in  the  fishing, 
and  some  of  the  elders  compare  the  sharp  pulls 
of  the  whiting  with  their  experiences  among  the 
shy-nibbling  roach  of  the  canals,  and  much 
interest  is  shown  in  the  shipping,  the  movement 
of  the  neighbouring  herring  boats,  the  hovering 
of  soft-plumaged  gulls,  while  a  big  diver  a  little 
outside  the  pier-head  is  acclaimed  with  enthusiasm 
as  a  fine  duck. 

And  now,  as  four  o'clock  draws  near,  the  said 
pier-head  and  adjacent  parts  are  more  densely 
crowded,  and  fishing  becomes  almost  an  im- 
possibility,  and  soon  the  good  mail-boat  Dover 
passes  swiftly  between  the  piers,  and  shouts  and 
cheers  and  waving  of  handkerchiefs  are  exchanged 
with  the  little  group  of  delegates  on  her  crowded 
decks,  and  away  she'  speeds  over  the  silvery 
waters,  and  soon  our  unusual  visitors  go  back  to 
the  town,  save  a  few  who  linger  to  see  the  sport, 
and  we  light  fresh  pipes  and  settle  down  to  it  in 
peace,  and  I  put  out  a  second  rod,  for  the 
whiting  are  well  on  now,  and  often  while  I  am 
unhooking  fish  from  one  line  (a  troublesome  job, 
for  they  are  swallowing  the  bait  hard  to-day,  and 
are  nearly  all  hooked  in  gills  or  gullet),  there  is 
the  well-known  impatient  tugging  at  the  other 
rod.  And  so  the  fun  goes  on,  till  gloaming  ends 
in  dark,  and  the  brown  sails  in  the  offing  have 
vanished,  and  in  their  place  we  see  gleaming 
lights  as  of  a  long  street  on  the  sea,  and  our  pier- 
head lamps  flash  out  guidance  to  distant  mariners, 
and  the  town  lights  are  warm  and  inviting  and 
dinner-suggestive,  and  I  pack  up  my  tackle, 
finding  three  self-hooked  whiting  on  the  last 
paternoster  I  haul,  and  give  the  remain- 
ing lugworms  to  the  kindly  light  -  keepers, 
who  spend  all  their  spare  moments  in  fishing, 
and  the  old  retriever  and  I  turn  our  steps  toward 
the  grey  old  town,  with  its  busy  streets,  over 
which  the  far-reaching,  weird,  white  rays  of 
electric  light  from  the  tall  phare  revolve  slowly 
in  benign  and  brilliant  protection.  There  is  a 
familiar  old  feeling  about  the  strap  of  my  creel, 
and  at  home  I  answer  the  eager  query  of  "  What 
sport  ?  "  with  "  About  fifty,  I  think,"  and  sure 
enough  the  count  shows  fifty-one  whiting,  small, 
but  sweet,  and  a  dab.  I  tried  it  again  yesterday, 
but  the  tide  flowed  too  late.   The  fish  did  not 


come  on  well,  and  when  darkness  set  in  my  take 
was  only  two  dozen,  and  again  a  dab. 

Two  nice  codling  were  taken,  together  with  a 
decent  shad,  in  the  square  pole  net,  worked  from 
the  pier-head,  but  none  were  caught  by  the 
anglers.  I  found  one  of  the  liijht-keppers 
rejoicing  in  having  got  just  enough  whiting 
for  his  supper,  instead  of  a  red  herring  he 
had  brought  along,  and  when  I  said  that 
they  were  not  biting  well,  he  said  perhaps  they 
were  following  the  general  movement,  and  were 
on  strike  too  !  Many  of  the  strikers  have  taken 
to  the  sport,  and  the  pier  yesterday  literally 
bristled  with  i-ods,  so  that  fouling  of  lines  was 
not  an  unusual  occurrence,  but  was  treated  very 
good-humouredly.  Small  lugworms  are  the  usual 
bait,  and  are  better  for  the  whiting  than  pieces 
of  the  big  black  ones  so  much  liked  by  Deal 
fishermen  for  codling.  Fresh  shrimps  often  do 
very  well  in  the  daytime. 

Pieces  of  sardines  and  sprats  also  answer  well ; 
but  these  seem  now  to  be  caught  singly  in  the 
docks  by  "jiggering,"  so  getting  a  supply  is 
rather  a  slow  process.  Cockles  are  plentiful  in 
certain  channels  at  low  water,  and  the  whiting 
take  them  very  freely  sometimes.  A  neighbour 
was  using  some  yesterday  afternoon,  and  I 
noticed  he  got  several  larger  fish  than  fell  to  my 
lot;  and  one  day,  on  the  West  Pier,  the  most 
successful  man  was  using  small  cooked  mussels. 
Herrings  are  very  plentiful  not  far  outside,  so 
that  it  is  not  unlikely  they  will  be  more 
numerously  caught  on  rod  and  line  in  the  docks 
between  January  and  March  than  in  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  this  year,  when  my  share  was 
just  three  short  of  400.  C.  A.  P. 


THE  RUSTIC'S  CHANCE. 


To  take  liberties  with  holy  writ,  it  might  be 
said  of  a  truth,  "  The  poacher  ye  have  always 
with  you."  All  the  year  round  he  shows  up  in 
one  form  or  another,  and  with  the  one  fell 
purpose  steadily  in  view,  to  prey  upon  Salmo 
salar  and  his  kith  and  km.  On  the  open  sea  the 
fisherman  is  not  free  from  the  taint  of  dipping  a 
net  down  now  and  again  in  the  watches  of  the 
night,  when  passing  a  salmon  haunt,  or  fishing  in 
close  proximity  to  the  tacksman's  preserves. 
Yes,  the  humble,  honest,  hardworking,  God- 
fearing, praying  fisherman  has  been  caught 
with  twenty-six  fine  spring  fish,  packed  up  in  a 
barrel,  covered  with  straw,  labelled,  "  Finnon 
Haddocks,"  addressed  to  a  London,  Manchester, 
or  other  firm ;  and,  when  the  whole  truth  came 
out,  a  wholesale  system  of  poaching  was  found  to 
exist  among  the  fishing  population  of  not  a  few 
villages  on  the  East  coast.  They  got  so  em- 
boldened that  they  actually  set  about  fishing  for 
salmon  in  open  daylight,  and  they  set  up  such 
preposterous  claims  as  these — that  the  fruits  of 
the  sea  were  to  those  who  could  take  them,  &c. 
They  did  not  see  the  inconsistency  of  attending 
revival  meetings  over  night,  and  then  culpably 
and  recklessly  breaking  the  laws  of  man  next 
day,  and  asking  God's  blessing  upon  their 
nefarious  work  ;  but  they  did  it ! 

A  few  severe  penalties  in  the  Sheriff  Court,  and 
the  introduction  of  a  steam  launch  to  cruise  along 
the  coast,  put  an  end  to  the  more  wholesale 
order  of  poaching,  but  a  stray  fish  is  stiU 
taken,  and  will  be  so  as  long  as  there  is  an  open 
door  for  its  disposal.  The  professional  white 
fisher  has  a  serious  grudge  against  the  salmon 
tacksman,  and  has  it  deep  rooted  in  his  nature. 
He  believes  that  everything  that  swims  belongs 
to  him  by  Divine  right.  In  his  inner  conscience 
he  commits  no  sin  when  he  poaches  salmon,  and 
is  justified  in  doing  a  bit  whenever  he  can  get  the 
chance,  all  his  energies  and  skill  being  devoted  to 
the  one  sole  object  of  not  being  found  out.  Like 
the  heathen  of  old  (and  of  many  present-day 
Christians  in  our  own  time)  the  only  sin  in  his 
eyes  of  taking  a  fish  is  the  sin  of  being  found  out. 
The  only  fault  is  that  of  detection.  Part  of  the 
price  may  even  find  its  way  into  the  collection 
plate,  and  part  be  reserved  to  pay  the  fiae,  with  the 
same  honest  (sic)  compunction  as  if  it  had  been 
the  pi'oduce  of  a  box  of  whitings. 

Akin  to  this  stage  of  the  fisherman-poacher 
comes  the  Highland  crofter.  He  is  a  religious 
man,  too,  but  of  a  far  more  sterling  stamp  than 
the  professional  fisherman.  His  religion  is  born 
of. the  everlasting  hills  and  the  loneUness  of  the 
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mountain  top,  and  has  been  handed  down  from 
father  to  son,  from  generation  to  generation.  He 
is  the  patriarch  of  the  glen,  an  elder  in  the  parish 
church,  a  member  of  the  local  boards  and  associa- 
tions, and  the  laird's  right-hand  man  among  his 
class.  He  will  step  carefully  over  a  nest  of  par- 
tridge eggs,  should  there  be  such  on  the  ground ; 
will  take  a  half -drowned  grouse  from  the  burn  in 
a  flood,  dry  its  feathers  like  a  chicken  before  the 
peat  fire  on  the  kitchen  hearth,  and  then  lay  it 
carefully  among  some  heather  in  the  sunlight  till 
it  recovers.  The  hares,  the  rabbits  even  outside 
his  own  rights,  are  most  faithfully  respected  and 
even  guarded  against  thoughtless  or  other 
marauders ;  but  he  draws  the  line  at  salmon ! 
He  reasons  after  the  tinker-logic-systpm  :  "  The 
land  and  the  fulness  thereof  is  the  Lord's,  but 
whose  is  the  water  ?  "  And  so,  seizing  the  stable- 
fork  and  the  lanthom,  or  fir  root,  or  other  handy 
light,  he  goes  forth  in  the  stillness  of  the  night, 
and  provides  himself  and  household  with  kippers. 
He  even  believes  that  God  has  made  the  salmon 
for  their  special  benefit,  and  reasons  from  its 
migratory  habit  that  in  this  manner  the  fruits  of 
the  sea  are  thus  brought  up  to  the  children  of 
men  living  in  the  remote  glens,  and  that,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  salmon  coming  their  way  once  a 
year,  they  would  never  taste  fish  of  any  kind  at 
all.  We  have  heard  otherwise  respectable  and 
respected  men  in  their  station  of  life  reason  thus, 
and  would  repudiate  being  dubbed  a  poacher  as 
much  as  they  would  feel  indignant  and  insulted 
at  being  called  a  thief,  and  who  would  put  one 
out  at  the  door  if  one  dared  to  hint  that  salmon 
were  in  the  same  category  as  deer,  and  that  one 
was  as  much  a  poacher  in  taking  the  one  as  the 
other. 

The  laws  of  God,  they  would  reason,  were 
above  the  laws  of  man,  and  until  the  former  had 
full  time  to  assert  themselves  over  the  latter,  the 
only  thing  one  had  to  do  was  to  avoid  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  the  oppressor.  These  opinions 
were  common  at  one  time  among  the  dwellers  in 
the  remote  glens,  and  they  still  exist  in  some 
quarters,  although  not  to  the  same  extent.  The 
watcher's  eye  is  now  more  en  evidence,  and  the 
education  of  a  good  few  sharp  fines  in  the  local 
courts  have  brought  them  to  their  senses,  so  that 
the  lister  and  the  fir  faggot  are  now  almost  out  of 
date  as  far  as  the  respectable  class  of  crofter- 
poachers  is  concerned,  who  at  the  best  only  made 
a  raid  for  the  pot,  and  to  tide  them  over  the 
winter,  often  when  times  were  otherwise  hard. 

There  is  another  class  of  rustics,  however, 
who  have  their  chance  at  this  time,  and 
especially  about  this  season,  when  the  side 
streams  are  teeming  with  gravid  fish.  They 
are  the  village  loafer  class,  who  respect  neither 
the  laws  of  God  or  man,  and  who  are 
in  morals,  at  any  rate,  little  removed  from  the 
professional  from  the  slums.  They  "  go  "  for 
anything  that  runs,  flies,  or  swims  in  their 
respective  seasons,  and  this  is  the  season  of  things 
that  swim  for  them.  In  a  wet  back-end  like  the 
present  the  temptation  is  doubly  strong  on 
account  of  the  facility  with  which  the  fish  can  be 
got  at,  and  the  easy  prey  the  very  heaviest  and 
finest  of  them  fall  into  their  hands.  There  is  not 
a  side  stream  or  bum  up  which  salmon  or  sea  trout 
can  go  but  what  is  meantime  quite  crowded.  As 
soon  as  the  flood  in  a  measure  recedes  they  show 
themselves  in  the  narrow  pool,  under  the  shelter- 
ing bank,  or  working  on  the  sandy  or  pebbly 
shallow  below. 

Fish,  at  other  times  ever  on  the  alert  to  keep 
out  of  danger's  way,  are  either  stupid,  or  so 
absorbed  when  spawning,  or  about  to  spawn,  and 
are  so  tame,  that  with  a  hand  clip  they  can  be 
approached,  and  snatched  out  without  scarcely 
moving  a  fin  to  save  themselves.  Were  it  not  so, 
these  fellojvs  would  not  make  the  heavy  hauls  of 
them  that  they  do.  A  few  days — nay,  a  few  hours 
in  some  cases— and  the  fish  are  as  much  on  the 
qui  vive  for  their  dreaded  enemy,  man,  as  ever,  and 
soon  disappear  in  the  rapids  below ;  but  at  the 
fatal  moment,  when  at  the  height  of  their 
domestic  operations,  they  are  helpless  to  defend 
themselves.  It  is  just  at  such  a  time  that  the 
loss  is  all  the  heavier.  Were  it  only  kelts,  i  e., 
spent  fish,  the  rustic  poacher  wished  to  supply 
his  pot  with,  or  sell  for  a  glass  of  beer,  the  same 
amount  of  harm  would  not  be  done,  as  the  fish 
had  then  parted  with  their  spawn.  But  spent 
fish  are  not  the  same  prize  as  "  crown-brands." 
They  like  them  full;  and  although  a  partially 


spent  fish  will  not  be  returned,  yet  gravid  fish 
make  the  best  kippers,  and  are  much  preferred  in 
every  way  to  the  empty  kelt. 

The  difficulty  of  detection,  and  the  expense  of 
efficiently  watching  a  large  tract  of  country 
covered  by,  say,  such  a  watershed  as  the  Deveron 
presents,  with  its  numerous  affluents  and  side- 
streams,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Dee,  Don,  Spey, 
Tay,  and  Tweed,  is  so  great,  that  when  a  gang  of 
nine  men  are  caught  red-handed  (as  was  the  case 
recently)  in  their  shirt-sleeves,  with  lights  and 
clips,  &c.,  and  all  the  paraphernalia  of  the 
organised  poacher  "  doing"  a  burn  like  the  Bogie, 
it  seems  little  short  of  a  miscarriage  of  justice  to 
let  them  down  with  a  fine  of  5s.  G.  M. 


AN  EVENING'S  SEA  BREAM 
FISHING  AT  BRAYE,  ALDERNEY. 


The  sun  had  set  on  the  evening  of  a  warm 
September  day,  and  the  western  sky  was  still 
aglow  with  a  golden  light  that  flashed  upon  the 
rippling  water  and  flooded  the  low,  grassy  hillocks 
and  the  fort- surmounted  rocks  that,  together 
with  the  long  breakwater,  guarded  the  Alderney 
Harbour  of  Refuge  from  the  violence  of  the 
conflicting  tides  and  cross  currents  so  prevalent 
in  that  part  of  the  Channel.  ^ 


Moored  alongside  of  the  Old  Pier  was  a  Cher- 
bourg fishing  smack,  C.  H.,  that  had  called  at 
Alderney  for  bait.  Her  French  crew  in  their 
quaint  striped  linen  blouses,  that  contrasted 
strangely  with  the  close-fitting  blue  jerseys  of 
the  Alderney  men,  were  intent  upon  watching  the 
latter  count  out  150  from  the  garfish  they  had 
seined  for  the  purpose.  The  long,  silvery  fish 
Qocally  termed  "erphie,"  and  sold  at  so  many 
francs  the  hundred)  were  being  thrown  four  at  a 
time  into  wicker  baskets  shaped  not  unlike  large 
walnut  shells,  by  three  of  the  crew  of  the  smaller 
boat.  We  stJepped  into  another  boat,  and  our 
bait,  tackle  basket,  and  rods  having  been  handed 
down  and  the  last  placed  carefully  out  of  harm's 
way,  we  settled  down  into  our  places  and  were 
pulled  seawards  by  the  fisherman  and  lad 
accompanying  us. 

On  the  way  out  a  short  pause  was  made  to  bait 
three  or  four  lobster  pots  sunk  near  a  beacon, 
marking  rocks  exposed  at  low  water.  Portions  of 
rockfish  (wrasse)  and  horse  mackerel  (scad)  from 
fish  caught  that  morning  off  the  breakwater  were 
used.  The  pots  themselves,  I  may  say,  had  been 
relieved  of  the  lobsters  they  contained  before 
breakfast,  and  had  then  been  simply  dropped  in 
again,  as  we  were  without  the  wherewithal  to 
replenish  their  baiting  wires  or  sticks.  This 
rebaiting  was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  boat 
turned  towards  the  "brimming"  ground  under 


Fort  Albert  that  commands  the  entrance  to  the 
harbour. 

"  Give  the  gentleman  your  paddle,  Joey,  and 
see  to  the  killick,"  said  Teddy  Clarke  to  the  lad  ; 
and  then  after  a  while,  during  which  Master  Joe 
was  fumbling  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  "  Let's 
see  what  you've  made  of  it !  I  thought  so,  you 
thickhead.  Been  all  these  years  about  the  boats 
and  don't  know  how  to  fasten  a  killick  rope.  Let 
me  come,"  and  he  deftly  secured  the  oblong  piece 
of  granite  with  a  timber  hitch  and  additional  half 
hitch,  saying,  as  he  drew  the  latter  taut,  "  There, 
that'll  never  give."  Addressing  us  in  turn,  for 
we  had  now  got  out  far  enough,  "  You  can  put  a 
bait  on,  gentlemen."  "  Take  the  paddles,  Joey, 
and  pull  slow."  While  we  were  looking  to  our 
rods,  putting  but  enough  lead  on  to  help  the  lines 
through  the  rings,  Clarke  himself  was  baiting  a 
"  light "  hand-line  (without  leads)  with  a  piece  of 
mackerel.  He  then  fished  over  the  stern,  and  we 
had  a  rod  apiece  over  the  two  sides,  and  so 
managed  to  keep  clear  of  one  another  for  the 
most  part,  and,  though  an  occasional  foul  took 
place,  the  lines,  having  only  a  single  hook  on 
each,  were  easily  cleared.  For  a  time  the  fish 
(bream  and  horse  mackerel)  bit  well,  all  three  being 
kept  busily  engaged ;  then,  as  generally  happens 
in  bream  fishing,  the  bites  would  slacken  off  or 
cease  suddenly,  giving  one  time  to  light  a  pipe. 


As  the  short  twilight  deepened  into  darkness 
the  stai's  visible  increased  in  number  till  they 
seemed  sprinkled  like  dust  all  over  the  cloudless 
sky.  The  silence,  broken  only  by  the  dip  of  the 
oars  or  by  a  sea  bird's  whistle  from  the  landward 
side,  was  relieved  by  the  sudden  splashing  of  fish 
all  round  the  boat  whenever  a  match  was  struck 
and  the  light  shown  over  the  side. 

By  this,  Joey  Allen,  anxious  to  do  a  bit  of 
fishing  himself,  inquired  whether  it  was  not  time 
to  down  killick.  "  Pull  in  along  a  bit  then,"  said 
Clarke.  *'  There,  that  'ill  do  ;  heave  it  over  and 
give  her  scope  enough.  Does  your  killick  hold  ?  " 
'•  Tes,"  replied  Joe,  and  he  was  soon  as  busy  with 
the  fish  as  the  rest  of  us.  So  we  went  on  for  a 
while,  the  number  of  fish  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat  increasing,  until  the  biting  again  fell  off, 
when  the  killick  was  hauled  aboard,  the  rudder 
shipped,  and  the  boat  steered  towards  the  red 
light  of  the  pier-head,  that  was  reached  ere  long, 
and  we,  quite  ready  for  the  hot  supper  awaiting 
us,  could  agree  that  there  were  many  worse  ways 
of  spending  time  than  in  an  evening's  bream 
fishing.  B.  W.  Ilott. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issned  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Oo.,  now 
pnbUshed  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Oo.,  Limited,  St. 
Dnnstan'B  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  OATALOeuB  of  these  Text  Books,  Olass  Books,  Hls- 
torlsg,  and  Indlaa  SoTemmeni  PabHoaHsns  can  be  had  an 
api^oatloa. 
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MR.  CHARLES  BRAUN'S  FISHERY  AT 
SOW  LEY  HOUSE,  LYMINGTON,  HAMP- 
SHIRE.   

Few  people  who  have  ever  visited  the  New 
Forest  in  the  summer  can  have  missed  seeing 
Sowley  Pond,  lying  as  it  does  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  picturesque  old  country  town  of 
Lymington. 

The  pond  itself,  or  rather  lake,  for  it  is  a  sheet 


At  the  time  we  were  there  we  saw  some  fine  sea 
trout  lying  below  the  fall  of  the  hatches  waiting 
for  an  extra  push  of  water  to  bring  them  up  on 
to  the  spawning  grounds  above. 

In  laying  out  the  first  of  his  trout  ponds,  Mr. 
Braun  had  the  advice  of  his  friend,  Mr.  E. 
Valentine  Corrie,  and  since  then  he  has  gone  on 
increasing  their  number,  so  that  he  is  now  able  to 
annually  dispose  of  a  large  number  of  trout  of 
all  kinds  and  sizes. 

In  the  first  pond  are  a  fine  lot  of  fario  and 
Leven  yeao-lings,  averaging  6in.  in  November, 


that  he  can  prove  by  experience  that  the  rainbow 
trout  is  not  a  cannibal  to  any  extent. 

In  addition  to  the  large  ponds  there  are  nursery 
ponds  and  a  hatchery. 

The  nursery  ponds  are  all  built  of  plank,  on  the 
Howietoun  principle,  and  are  fed  by  spring  water, 
which  is  allowed  plenty  of  air  and  sun  before 
entering  the  ponds.  These  ponds  simply  teem 
with  fresh-water  shrimps. 

The  hatchery  is  a  large  wooden  building,  and 
capable  of  incubating  150,000  ova  at  one  time. 

All  the  boxes  and  apparatus  are  made  by  Mr. 


 z  \  i 


Main  Hatches  at  the  Fishery  (Sowley),  Hampshibk. 
(Photo  by  Mrs.  Charles  Braun.) 


Yearling  Pond,  The  Fishery  (Sowley),  Hampshire. 
(Photo  by  Mrs.  Charles  Braun.) 


of  water  of  100  acres' in'extent,  is  on  the  estate  of 
Lord  Montagu  of  Beaulieu,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Braun,  whose  pretty  house  nestles  snugly  amongst 
the  fine  old  trees  on  the  shores  of  the  lake,  has 
been  the  fishing  tenant  of  this  water  for  many 
years.  In  the  smoking-room  at  Sowley  House 
are  cases  of  preserved  pike  from  181b.  to  331b.  in 
weight,  all  kiUed  in  the  reedy  bays  of  Sowley 
with  rod  and  line. 


clearly  showing  that  the  water  of  Sowley  is  well 
adapted  for  growing  large  yearlings. 

The  next  pond  holds  a  fine  lot  of  two-year-old 
rainbows,  in  splendid  condition. 

Then  come  a  long  chain  of  yearling  ponds,  in 
horseshoe  shape.  There  are  eight  of  these  ponds, 
and  each  ope  contains  a  splendid  lot  of  young 
fario  and  Levens,  healthy,  and  in  the  pink  of 
condition.    There  are  also  thousands  of  beautiful 


Braun  himself,  so,  in  fact,  is  all  the  woodwork  on 
the  fishery,  and  Mr.  Braun  is  consequently  a  very 
hard- worked  man,  but  he  declares  it  is  all  a  labour 
of  love. 

Asked  how  he  intended  getting  rid  of  the  pike 
on  Sowley  Pond,  as  the  pond  cannot  be  emptied 
except  at  enormous  expense,  Mr.  Braun  replied 
that  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  kill  aU  the 
pike,  or  even  thin  them  to  any  great  extent  j  but, 


Feeding  the  Two-Year-Olds. 
(Photo  by  Mrs  ,  Charles  Brann.) 


One  day  it'oocurred  to  Mr.  Braun  Ito  turn  this 
beautiful  sheet  of  water  into  a  home  for  trout, 
and  he  started  his  trout  fishery,  wisely  using  the 
large  lake  as  the  main  supply  for  his  ponds. 

The  outlet  of  the  lake  runs  for  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mUe  through  a  pretty  wood,  and  ripples  over 
many  bright  shallows  before  it  reaches  the  intake 
of  the  trout  ponds.  At  this  intake  there  are 
a  set  of  hatches  which  dam  the  water  up  to  give 
the  necessary  depth  and  fall  to  the  ponds,  and 
which  also  regulate  their  water  supply. 


young  greedy  rainbows  !irr  other  ponds,?and  Mr. 
Braun  says  these  fish  would  never  stop  eating  if 
allowed  their  own  way.  Further  on  still  is  a  very 
large  pond  full  of  picked  two-year-old  rainbow 
trout.  In  reality  these  fish  were  only  eighteen 
months  old,  and  some  of  them  are  fully  |lb.  in 
weight  already. 

Mr.  Braun  thoroughly  believes  in  the  rainbow 
as  a  pond  fish,  and  he  has  tried  experiments  by 
keeping  them  in  absolutely  stagnant  water  for 
weeks,  and  they  have  thriven  wefi ;  also  he  states 


Two- Year-Old  Pond. 
(Photo  by  Mrs.  Charles  Braan.) 

he  laughingly  added,  "No  trout  under  lib.  weight 
ever  goes  into  the  big  pond,  and  if  he  can't 
manage  for  himself  he  ought  to  be  able  to  do  so, 
and  it's  his  own  fault  if  he  gets  gobbled  up  !  " 

From  his  price  list  we  see  that  Mr.  Braun 
supplies  Salmo  fario,  Salmo  leveneyisis,  Salmo 
irideus,  and  "  most  varieties  of  coarse  fish,"  and 
we  wish  him  every  success  in  his  undertaking. 
Fish  breeders  who  work  on  such  practical  lines  as 
Mr.  Braun  does  not  only  deserve  success,  they 
get  it. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


POSTPONEMENT  OF  COMPETITION. 


As  has  been  previously  published,  the  annual 
three-day  boat  competition  of  the  above  society 
was  to  have  taken  place  on  Nov.  17,  18,  and  19, 
and  177  entries  wei-e  received.  On  Saturday 
morning,  owing  to  the  heavy  N  E.  weather,  only 
twenty-sis  competitors  went  afloat,  and  the  fish 
taken  were  insignificant,  both  as  regards  numbers 
and  size.  The  wind,  as  the  day  wox*e  on,  increased 
to  a  gale  accompanied  by  heavy  squalls  of  hail 
and  sleet. 

It  has  therefore  been  decided  by  the  committee 
to  postpone  the  remaining  two  days  of  the  com- 
petition until  Dec.  2  and  3.  On  these  dates  the 
tides  will  be  equally  favourable,  and  better  weather 
may  be  hoped  for. 

All  entries  of  competition  for  the  last  two  days 
will  stand  for  the  adjourned  dates. 

The  notice  of  day  of  competition  already  handed 
in  to  the  agent  will  hold  good,  unless  altered  by 
notice  in  writing  to  the  agent  before  9  p.m.  on 
the  evening  before. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 

11,  Queen  Yictoria-street,  E.G.,  Nov.  21. 


INCIDENTS  AND  ACCIDENTS. 


If  I  were  asked  to  form  an  estimate  on  the 
question,  I  should  say  that  25  per  cent,  of  angling 
writers  have  at  some  time  perpetrated  an  article  on 
"  How  I  Caught  My  First  Something,"  and  25  per 
cent,  have  impressed  it  on  an  unthinking  public 
that  its  "element  of  uncertainty"  is  the  prime 
essence  of  sport,  and  50  per  cent,  have  done 
both. 

There  is  no  harm  in  the  reiteration  of  a  mighty 
truth,  and,  certes,  there  is  no  telling  beforehand 
what  a  day's  fishing  may  bring  forth.  An  angler 
setting  out  for  a  day  on  the  river  often  reminds  me 
of  a  man  sitting  anxiously  on  the  bottom  step  but 
one  of  his  staircase,  while  the  upper  deck  is  in  charge 
of  the  doctor  and  the  monthly  nurse,  waiting  for 
the  landing  of  the  day's  basket.  He  does'nt  know 
whether  it  is  going  to  be  a  boy  or  a  girl,  or  both, 
or — or  even  worse.  Which  puts  me  in  mind  of 
the  assize  judge,  who  had  just  sentenced  a 
prisoner  to  eighteen  months'  hard  labour,  when  a 
note  was  handed  up  on  to  the  bench  to  him. 
One  hasty  glance  he  cast  over  the  contents  before 
crying : 

"  Replace  the  prisoner  in  the  dock  !  " 

The  trembling  criminal  was  hauled  back. 

"  Prisoner,"  murmured  the  judge  mechanically, 
his  thoughts  hovering  on  the  murder  case  he  had 
been  engaged  on  earlier  in  the  day,  I  have  to 
inform  you  that  this  morning  your  wife  was 
confined.  The  verdict  of  the  doctor  is — triplets ! 
And  may  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  you !  I  hope 
that  you  will  make  the  best  use  of  the  opportunity 
that  you  will  have  by  seeking  that  peace  which  no 
man  can  give  you,  and  that  when  you  leave  your 
cell  you  will  be  able  to  meet  your  sad  fate  with 
Christian  hope  and  submission.  Remove  the 
prisoner." 

Yes,  of  a  truth,  it  is  monotony  that  kills,  and 
the  unexpected  that  enlivens.  There  is  a  certain 
private  length  of  the  Wharfe  which,  by  permis- 
sion, of  course,  I  make  a  practice  of  fishing  once 
each  spring.  As  I  start  out  from  home,  "  my 
dear,  my  better  half,"  as  is  her  usual  habit, 
inquires  : 

"  Where  are  you  going  to  fish  to-day  ?  " 

"  B  ,"  I  answer  ;  and  she  instantly  responds, 

as  soon  as  I  mention  B  ,  in  a  matter-of-fact 

way: 

"  Oh,  then,  I'll  have  some  dry  things  ready  for 
you  when  you  get  back." 

For  she  knows  as  well  as  I  know  that  I  am 
bound  to  come  home  wet  through.  I  have  never 
failed  yet,  and  the  sheer  monotony  of  getting  wet 
through  every  time  would  keep  me  away  from 

B  for  ever  did  not  that  monotony  fade  into 

mere  insignificance  beside  the  palpitating  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  manner  in  which  I  shall  get  wet 
through.    For  as  surely  as  I  invariably  get  wet  at 

B  ,  just  so  surely  do  I  on  every  fresh^visit 

discover  some  new  and  thrilling  way  of  doing  it. 
Sometimes  I  get  over  the  tops  of  my  waders; 
sometimes  a  waterspout  apparently  bursts  over 
the  back  of  my  neck  ;  sometimes  I  merely  tumble 
in  the  river.    Interested  friends  vainly  attempt  to 


persuade  me  to  abandon  B         entirely  as  the 

scene  of  my  piscatory  exploits,  urging  that  if  I 
recklessly  persist  in  fishing  there  I  am  bound  to 
be  drowned  sooner  or  later.  But  the  fascinating 
passion  has  too  strong  a  hold  upon  me.    I  cannot 

give  up  my  B         fishing — at  least,  not  until  I 

have  definitely  ascertained  by  experience  in  how 
many  and  distinct  ways  a  man  may  get  wet 
through  without  repeating  himself. 

One  particular  incident  of  my  watery  B  • 

experiences  still  tickles  my  memory.  Some  four 
or  five  years  ago  I  was  fishing  a  point  of  the  river 
where  an  elbow  of  a  woodland  carriage  drive 
almost  touches  the  opposite  bank,  and-  here  a 
couple  of  "  stone-knappers "  were  sitting  upon 
their  pile  of  broken  stones,  watching  me  as  they 
ate  their  dinner.  I  was  wading  in  shallow  water, 
and  lightly  casting  "  the  mimic  fly,"  when  I  over- 
heard one  road-mender  observe  enviously  to  his 
mate : 

"  I'd  rayther  ha'  that  chap's  job  than  mine !  " 
When,  exactly  as  the  words  left  his  mouth,  my 
brogue  slipped  on  a  flat  stone  standing  up  at  a 
sharp  angle  out  of  the  river  bed,  and  down  I  crashed 
almost  full  length  in  about  six  inches  of  water ; 
and  just  as  I  scrambled  to  my  feet  again,  with 
one  wader,  and  one  sleeve,  and  half  my  pockets  full 
of  river,  and  the  knuckles  of  one  hand  dripping 
blood,  I  heard  the  other  stone-knapper  reply 
dryly : 

"  Would  yer  H— I  wouldn't." 

Not  long  ago  a  friend  of  mine  had  a  narrow 
escape  from  drowning  under  very  unusual,  if  not 
unique  circumstances.  Observing  some  coarse 
fish  in  the  river  at  a  favourable  point,  he  deter- 
mined to  net  them  out  without  assistance.  He 
fastened  one  end  of  the  net  to  the  bank ;  then, 
clad  in  waders  and  laced  leather  brogues,  he 
proceeded  to  get  the  other  end  of  the  net  across 
the  river.  Now,  in  lieu  of  lace-holes,  his  brogues 
had  each  three  or  four  pairs  of  studs  at  the  top, 
as  in  the  manner  of  ordinary  boots,  to  facilitate 
lacing ;  and  when  in  mid-stream  the  arming  of 
the  net  caught  in  one  of  these  studs,  and  threw  him 
down  backwards  in  about  thirty  inches  of  water. 
His  first  mad,  instinctive  struggle  only  succeeded 
in  further  entangling  him  in  the  meshes ;  and  he 
was  at  the  last  painful  gasp  of  conscious  suffoca- 
tion when  he  eventually  got  his  feet  free  and  his 
head  above  water.  He  never  wears  brogues  with 
studs  now. 

This  same  friend  was  once  "  in  at,"  as  a 
spectator,  a  more  amusing  ducking  incident.  He 
was  accompanying  a  gentleman  who  was  fishing 
a  private  trout  stream,  when  the  angler  inad- 
vertently stepped  beyond  the  depth  of  his  waders 
and  got  them  full.  At  that  point  the  river  bank 
rose  steeply  from  the  water  for  a  considerable 
distance,  then  gently  fell  for  three  or  four  yards 
towards  the  edge  of  a  shallow  mill  goit. 

"  I  don't  want  the  bother  of  taking  my  waders 
off.  What  am  I  to  do  to  get  the  water  out  of 
'em  ?  "  said  the  leg-soaked  angler. 

"  Better  come  up  here,"  suggested  my  friend, 
in  mock  seriousness;  "then  you  can  lie  on 
your  back,  with  your  head  down  the  slope, 
and  your  legs  sticking  up  in  the  air,  and 
let  'em  drain ! "  And  the  angler,  without  a 
thought  of  the  natural  consequences  of  following 
such  advice,  took  him  seriously.  Up  he  came, 
and  down  he  lay  on  the  slope,  with  his  head 
towards  the  goit,  like  a  stage  juggler  preparing  to 
twirl  barrels  about  in  the  air  with  his  feet.  Then 
up  went  his  legs  with  a  kick  towards  the  zenith, 
and  the  next  instant  a  yell  went  up  even  higher 
and  more  suddenly  than  his  legs. 

"  Touch ! "  he  screamed,  as  the  cold  water, 
following  the  ordained  laws  of  gravitation,  poured 
out  from  his  waders  into  his  inverted  waistcoat 
and  through  his  shirt,  and  playfully  licked  his 
spine  and  shoulders  with  its  icy  lips.  The 
suddenness  of  the  unlooked-for  shock  upset  his 
balance,  both  figuratively  and  materially,  and  put 
the  finishing  touch  to  the  scene  by  sending  him 
rolling  head  over  heels  into  the  goit,  from 
which  he  emerged  a  wetter  and  a  wiser  man. 

I  will  wager  my  best  fly  rod  that  no  one  who 
witnessed,  a  year  or  two  ago,  a  certain  scene  on 
a  certain  huge  artificial  lake  in  Yorkshire  will 
forget  it  as  long  as  ho  lives.  For  some  reason 
or  other  the  lake  had  been  partially  run  o&, 
so  that  the  water  in  the  upper  portion  was  com- 
paratively shallow.  It  was,  therefoi'e,  determined 
to  seize  the  opportunity  to  net  it,  and  the 
neighbouring  squire,  who.  had  the  sporting  rights. 


brought  a  detachment  of  visitors  of  both  sexes 
from  the  Hall  to  watch  the  fun  from  a  boat. 
The  netting  operations  were  completed,  and  the 
squire's  boat  was  on  the  point  of  turning  away, 
when  it  was  noticed  that  one  of  the  netters — a 
heavy  man  of  about  16st.,  and  clad  in  wading 
trousers — was  in  perilous  case.  Up  to  the  waist 
in  water,  he  was  stuck  in  the  mud  at  the  bottom 
of  the  lake,  and  gradually  sinking.  Hastily  a 
noose  was  made  at-  the  end  of  a  rope.  This  the 
unhappy  man  slipped  round  his  shoulders,  under 
his  armpits,  and  with  both  hands  grasped  the 
rope,  the  other  end  of  which  was  fastened  in  the 
sternsheets  of  the  boat. 

"  Pull ! "  cried  the  excited  squire,  "  we  must 
drag  him  free !  "  And  the  rower  bent  to  the  oars 
and  pulled. 

The  rope  tautened  and  strained.  For  one 
intense  moment  the  folks  in  the  boat  hardly 
dared  to  breathe.  Then  suddenly  there  was  an 
ominous  crack  heard. 

"  Hold !  Stop  !  "  screamed  the  mud-stuck 
victim,  in  tones  of  anguish. 

"  Good  heavens !  I've  broken  his  backbone ;  I 
heard  it  snap !",  ejaculated  the  rower,  dropping 
his  oars  in  terror,  as  the  cold  perspiration  forced 
itself  out  in  great  beads  upon  his  forehead. 

"  No,  no ;  don't  stop,  pull ! "  yelled  the 
distracted  squire.  "  The  poor  man'll  drown. 
We  must  get  him  into  the  boat ! " 

"Then  it'U  have  to  be  without  my  britches!" 
groaned  the  poor  fellow,  in  the  agony  of  despair, 
"for  you've  pulled  till  you've  bust  both  my 
braces,  and  my  britches  are  fast  in  the  mud  with 
my  waders,  and  you're  pulling  me  clean  out  of 
'em  as  fast  as  you  can !  " 

Happily,  however,  nothing  so  tragic  happened. 
By  rearranging  the  noose  of  the  rope  round  the 
man's  waist  instead  of  under  his  armpits  he  was 
rescued  from  the  mud — waders  and  all — and  he 
is  to-day  as  ready  as  anybody  to  laugh  at  the 
incident.  W.  C.  Platt8. 


A  MOORLAND  MERE. 


In  this  afterglow  the  mere  lies  gleaming  like  a 
burnished  shield,  the  boss-like  island  in  the  midst, 
with  its  group  of  pines,  adding  to  the  verisimili- 
tude. Where  the  water  catches  the  sky-reflected 
light  of  the  sunken  sun  it  shines  and  shimmers  as 
beaten  gold,  melting  and  merging  into  the  deep 
purple  of  the  shadows  of  the  fringe  of  trees  which 
grow  well  nigh  all  i-ound  the  margin. 

The  reeds  are  whispering  in  the  westerly  breeze, 
their  voice  rising  and  falling  rhythmically  with 
its  varying  force.  Now  they  chatter  in  sympathy 
with  the  merry  warblers  in  their  midst,  and  now 
they  break  into  sibilant  laughter.  The  flags 
dance  merrily  with  their  curious  twisting  fling, 
and  the  big  bulh'ushes  nod  indulgent  approval  of 
their  more  lightsome  neighbours'  ways. 

Just  opposite  where  I  sit  a  break  in  the  trees  on 
the  other  bank  lets  in  level  with  the  surface  of 
the  mere  the  glow  cast  by  the  amber  tinted  sky, 
and  a  broad  path  of  softened  light  stretches  from 
my  eyes  across  the  water  away  into  the  infinitely 
mysterious  realm  of  the  west  beyond  the  sun 
which  has  set.  A  coot  has  just  crossed  the 
lighter  patch,  swimming  strongly  and  sedately; 
and  a  waterhen,  alarmed  by  sudden  sight  of  me, 
now  squatters  along  with  much  splashing,  attract- 
ing the  notice  which  she  seeks  to  avoid.  A 
mother  wild  duck,  who  must  have  married  late  in 
the  season,  swims  past,  leading  her  belated  brood, 
still  too  young  to  be  thrust  forth  on  the  mere- 
world  to  fend  for  themselves.  Her  quick  eyes 
discern  the  sitter  on  the  bank,  and  a  hasty  warn- 
ing "  quack  "  sends  her  youngsters  diving  in  all 
directions.  If  she  had  been  alone  she  would  have 
been  up  and  off  with  swift  whistling  flight  at  the 
first  glimpse  of  a  presumable  enemy.  But  now, 
full  of  maternal  solicitude,  she  comes  close  in  and 
swims  to  and  fro  near  to  me  to  distract  attention 
from  her  ducklings,  by  this  time  bobbing  among 
the  fringe  of  weeds  and  near  to  safety  among  the 
reeds.  A  heron  flaps  along  on  high,  venting  his 
gruesome  "kra-a-nk";  snipe  are  plaintively 
bleating  and  calling;  curlews  whistle  in  the 
distance  on  the  moor ;  a  solitary  black-headed 
gull,  in  from  the  sea,  utters  a  raucous  cry; 
perturbed  plovers  swoop  and  shriek  ;  and  a  couple 
of  sandpipers  playfully  dart  and  twist  above  the 
stones  with  their  semi-plaintive  call.  A  few 
swifts  are  still  wheeling  and  shrieking  overhead, 
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taking  a  last  few  turns  before  retiring  to  the 
neighbouring  farm  buildings  for  the  night. 

Gradually  these  sounds  become  fewer  and 
almost  die  away,  and  soon  only  the  incessant 
twittering  of  the  reed-warblers  breaks  the  still- 
ness, save  the  occasional  hoot  of  an  owl  from  the 
grove  by  the  farm  and  now  and  then  a  single  cry, 
as  of  plover  or  curlew  disturbed  from  sleep.  I 
sit  on  amid  the  increasing  stillness.  The  reed- 
warblers  are  settling  down,  but  breaking  out  into 
an  antiphonal  chorus  at  intervals.  The  splash  of 
a  big  fish  on  the  feed  sounds  quite  startling.  The 
wind  dies  out,  coming  in  fitful  and  weakening 
gusts  the  while,  and,  if  one  may  use  an  imposing 
title  for  the  stones  which  are  visible  where  reed 
and  rush  are  absent,  I  hear  but 

.  .  .  the  ripple  washing  in  the  reeds 
And  the  wild  water  lapping  on  the  crag. 
Though  to  call  this  water  wild  is  a  concession  to 
poetic  license,  for  its  wildness  is  imaginary  and 
its  roaring  like  that  of  any  "sucking  dove," 
seeing  that  it  is  a  quiet  evening  and  the  ripples  of 
the  gentlest. 

It  is  years  since  I  last  sat  beside  the  mere.  But 
once  I  knew  it  well — its  varying  moods,  its  un- 
speakable charm.  Its  mimic  waves  then  seemed 
fierce  as  Atlantic  surge,  and  one  terrible  hour, 
such  as  turn  grey  the  hair  of  the  anxious  mariner, 
in  heaviest  gale  passed  on  its  tumbling  surface  in 
a  frail  and  crazy  trough  which  I  had  made  to  do 
duty  as  a  boat,  was  fearsome  and  interminable 
beyond  expression.  I  then  first  made  acquaintance 
with  the  perils  and  terrors  of  the  deep.  My  ship 
struck,  and  (metaphorically)  went  to  pieces  on 
the  grim  rocky  headland  full  20yds.  out,  and  I,  a 
wet  and  weary,  not  to  say  badly  scared,  young 
mariner,  waded  and  crawled  to  safety  along  the 
shallows,  throwing  myself  down  in  exhaustion  of 
shipwreck  somewhere  near  where  I  am  sitting 
now ;  for  this  is  "  Preservation  Head,"  so  called 
from  that  day. 

The  earliest  victims  of  my  bow  and  spear — that 
is  to  say,  my  first  gun — fell  around  the  mere.  My 
first  wood-pigeon  was  stalked,  and  (O,  rapturous 
moment !)  killed  among  those  ash  trees,  for  which 
wood-pigeons  have  a  peculiar  fondness.  My  first 
wild  duck,  I  can  never  forget,  was  slain  just  round 
that  point ;  marked  down,  cautiously  approached, 
with  a  self  effacement  which  would  have  done 
credit  to  one  of  Fenimore  Cooper's  braves,  and 
shot — must  it  be  admitted  ? — with  an  unpardonable 
pot-shot  on  the  water.  It  was  to  retrieve  that 
duck  that  I  made  my  first  voyage  on  the  mere. 
My  boat  on  that  occasion  was  one  of  the  old- 
fashioned  washing-tubs,  surreptitiously  removed 
from  the  wash-house  during  milking  time.  All 
went  well  as  long  as  I  remained  sitting,  but  over 
what  occurred  when,  excitedly,  I  partly  rose  and 
leaned  over  to  pick  up  the  dead  duck  let  us  draw 
a  veil,  as  well  as  over  what  happened  on  reaching 
home  in  a  drenched  and  bedraggled  condition. 
Fortunately  the  water  was  shallow  at  the  place  of 
capsizing,  and  the  mud  not  over  deep.  Chill 
was  probably  averted  by  the  parental  treatment, 
for  it  was  a  well-warmed  boy  who  went  to  bed 
early  in  my  room  that  evening. 

My  old  companions  in  adventure — the  one  or 
two  of  them  still  left — 'teU  me  that  the  glory  of 
the  mere  is  departed,  that  the  wild  birds  are  far 
fewer,  and  that  the  fish  are  neither  as  numerous 
nor  as  large  as  of  yore.  But  then,  they  must 
remember,  a  ^Ib.  roach  seemed  a  monster  in  those 
days. 

The  mere  is  in  the  hands  of  an  angling  associa- 
tion now,  I  am  told.  I  am  also  informed  that 
trout  were  turned  in  as  an  experiment  a  year  or 
two  ago.  From  the  character  of  some  of  the 
rises  which  I  have  observed  this  evening,  they 
seem  to  have  thriven,  though  a  large  pike  which 
I  discerned  basking  in  the  old  place — a  lineal 
descendant,  most  likely,  of  the  big  chap  that  I 
once  shot  there — and  several  scurryings  of  small 
fish  along  the  surface,  betokening  only  too  plainly 
the  presence  of  the  fell  pursuer,  must  be  regarded 
as  proof  that  the  youthful  trout  must  have  a 
risky  and  hard  time  of  it. 

N  o  fishing  for  me  this  time.  "  I'm  away,"  as 
they  say  up  here,  early  to-morrow ;  and  it  was 
late  this  afternoon  when  I  arrived  for  a  glimpse 
of  the  old  place.  The  mere,  at  any  rate,  has  not 
changed  in  appearance,  and  its  bird  denizens 
seem  the  very  same.  I  have  seen  it  often  enough 
during  the  long  years  in  my  dreams— both  of  the 
night  and  of  the  day — and  on  many  a  weary 
occasion,  at  home  and  abroad,  have  I  in  fancy 


seated  myself,  as  I  am  seated  now,  for  a  rest  on 
its  margin. 

But  it  is  becoming  too  dark  to  write.  The 
water  is  all  one  colour  now  ;  the  stars  ai-e  visible  ; 
The  rest  of  the  birds  are  stiU,  but  the  reed 
warblers  seem  to  be  waking  up  after  a  nap  for  a 
good  night's  twittering.      Dabbt  Stafford. 


A  NEW  FRESH  AND  SALT  WATER 
ANGLING  CLUB. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


A  MEETING  of  several  gentlemen  interested  in 
both  salt  and  fresh  water  fishing  was  held  at  the 
Lock  Tavern  on  Friday  evening  last,  when  it  was 
decided  to  form  a  society  under  the  above  title, 
to  embrace  both  branches  of  the  sport.  Capt. 
Wing,  the  genial  harbour  master,  was  elected 
chairman  ;  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate,  hon.  secretary 
and  treasurer  ;  and  a  provisional  committee  was 
formed  to  frame  a  code  of  rules,  and  report 
to  a  general  meeting,  held  on  the  23rd  inst.  A 
good  many  names  were  handed  in  for  member- 
ship, and  the  prospects  of  success  are  certainly 
very  encouraging.  The  christening  ceremony 
was  performed  in  a  bowl  of  punch. 

H.  C.  Westgate. 

[We  are  glad  to  hear  of  the  establishment  of 
the  club,  and  hope  it  will  grow  and  prosper. — Ed.] 


THE  BODIES  OF  ARTIFICIAL 
FLIES. 


Ant  student  of  the  art  of  fly  tying  must  have 
been  struck  with  the  lack  of  originality  in  the 
works  of  angling  writers  with  respect  to  the 
subject  of  this  article.  For,  if  you  search  through 
the  works  of  Theakstone,  Jackson,  Pritt,  and  even 
the  magnum  opus  of  the  late  Francis  Francis, 
"  A  Book  on  Angling,"  little  mention  is  made  of 
any  other  material  beyond  silk.  In  the  latter, 
when  giving  the  dressing  of  the  Olive  Dun, 
Francis  advises  yellow  silk  waxed  with  cobbler's 
wax,  and  then  to  be  partially  untwisted,  so  that 
the  body  might  be  ribbed  in  alternate  rings  of 
light  and  dark  olive.  This  makes  a  very  good  body ; 
but  it  cannot  compare  with  dyed  quill,  as  given  in 
the  later  work  of  that  past  master  in  fly  dressing, 
Mr.  F.  M.  Halford.  But  even  more  recently,  in 
fact  during  the  present  six  months,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  has  made  a  more  valuable  discovery, 
viz.,  the  application  of  xylonite  for  the  bodies  of 
flies.  This  material  can  be  made  in  substance 
no  thicker  than  tissue  paper,  and,  as  the  dye  is 
added  in  course  of  manufacture,  there  is  no 
change  by  the  action  of  water,  and  therefore  the 
exact  shade  of  olive,  yellow,  orange,  or  purple  is 
always  the  same.  Mr.  Marston  gave  a  friend  of 
mine  a  small  quantity. of  the  dyed  xylonite  to 
experiment  with  for  his  own  personal  use,  and  he 
gave  me  a  few  flies  dressed  with  it  to  try  among 
the  grayling.  I  had  no  chance  of  doing  so  until 
October  16  this  year,  and  when  I  was  fishing  the 
worm  at  Tanfield  I  saw  several  fish  rising  on  a 
flat  near  to  me.  I  waded  ashore  and  mounted  a 
cast  vnth  three  ordinary  flies  suitable  to  the 
season  and  one  Little  Black  (with  a  dark  purple 
xylonite  body).  I  only  fished  fly  for  half  an 
hour,  as  the  rise  then  ceased,  but  in  that  time  I 
killed  two  ^Ib.  grayling  on  the  Little  Black,  and 
lost  three  or  four  more  after  hooking  them.  With 
the  other  flies  I  did  nothing. 

But  quill  and  xylonite  are  not  the  only 
materials  (outside  silk)  that  are  used  for  the 
bodies  of  flies,  and  I  do  not  think  that  any  writer 
of  modern  times  took  such  infinite  trouble  in 
seeking  after  knowledge  in  this  direction  as  the 
late  Mr.  H.  G.  McClelland  ("  Athenian,"  of  this 
journal).  Anyone  who  takes  any  interest  in  the 
amateur  tying  of  flies  should  most  certainly 
obtain  a  copy  of  his  useful  little  work,  "The 
Trout  Fly  Dresser's  Cabinet  of  Devices,"  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co. 

On  pages  33  to  39  this  question  is  most 
exhaustively  treated,  and,  old  fisherman  that  I 
am,  I  must  confess  that  he  propounded  certain 
ideas  on  this  most  interesting  subject  that  I  had 
never  even  thought  of.  I  quite  agree  with  him 
that  very  thinly-sliced  indiarubber  makes  an 
excellent  juicy-looking  body  for  a  floating  fly,  but 
the  great  objection  that  I  have  to  this  is  that  it 


does  not  take  any  kind  of  dye  readily,  and  there- 
fore I  consider  Mr.  Marston's  invention  a  more 
valuable  one.  Black  horse-hair  makes  a  splendid 
body  for  the  "  Fisherman's  Curse,"  but  white 
horse-hair  will  not  take  dye  well,  although  it 
answers  all  right  for  the  body  of  the  Jenny 
Spinner — of  course,  the  two  bands  of  dark 
crimson  silk  have  to  be  added. 

A  distinct  novelty  introduced  by  Mr.  McClel- 
land is  the  dried  grass  used  by  gardeners  to  tie 
up  plants  and  bouquets  of  flowers  with.  His 
method  was  to  split  and  dye  it ;  but  in  its  original 
state,  when  twisted,  it  makes  a  capital  ribbed 
body  for  such  flies  as  the  Whirling  Blue  Dun  or 
Throstle  Wing.  - 

Another  material  advocated  by  him  is  grass 
and  split  pieces  of  com  blades,  which  he  asserts 
preserve  their  colour  far  longer  than  anyone 
would  imagine.  I  have  not  tried  the  latter,  but 
the  roffia  grass  I  did  try,  with  very  good  results. 

I  do  not  care  much  for  the  detached  bodies  as 
usually  made,  that  is,  with  a  stiff  substance  for  a 
foundation,  as  I  consider  that  the  fish  are  apt  to 
run  their  noses  against  it,  and  consequently  be 
put  off  the  feed.  I  think  that  there  is  room  for 
improvement  in  this  direction.  With  regard  to 
tinsel,  Mr.  McClelland  does  not  seem  to  have  seen 
the  coloured  tinsels  and  chenilles  which  were  first 
brought  under  my  notice  by  that  enthusiastic 
angler  and  amateur  fly-tyer,  Mr.  Fred  Yates,  of 
Neath.  Until  then  I  was  never  able  to  satisfy 
myself  with  the  imitation  of  a  bluebottle,  but 
after  that  I  succeeded  to  my  entire  satisfaction, 
using  the  blue  tinsel  for  body,  ribbed  with  ostrich 
harl,  black  hackle  for  legs,  and  starling  for  wings 
- — or  better  still,  jay's  quill.  Another  pattern, 
which  I  christened  the  Bronze  Fly,  proved  a  great 
killer  on  the  Scotch  and  Norwegian  lakes. 

I  trust  that  these  remarks  may  elicit  some 
further  valuable  information  from  writers  such 
as  Val  Conson  and  others.       Days  of  Yore. 


FISHERY    REGULATIONS  IN  THE 
EARLY  EIGHTEENS. 


The  fishery  regulations  in  force  at  the  com^ 
mencement  of  the  present  century*  present  a 
curious  combination  of  slipshod  legislation  and 
drastic  severity  in  the  punishment  of  oifenders, 
altogether  disproportionate  to  the  character  of 
their  laches.  At  a  period,  however,  when  even 
the  theft  of  a  piece  of  linen  from  a  drying- 
ground  was  a  crime  punishable  with  death  at  the 
hands  of  the  common  hangman,  or  with  trans- 
portation to  Botany  Bay,  it  is  not  surprising  to 
find  the  same  spirit  of  brutality  which  pervaded 
the  whole  of  the  statute  book  displayed  in 
the  penalties  attaching  to  breaches  of  the 
regulations  for  the  protection  of  the  fresh- 
water fisheries.  Although  our  great  grand- 
fathers claimed  no  pretensions  to  a  know- 
ledge of  scientific  pisciculture,  they  appear 
to  have  had  a  glimmering  idea  that  spawn  was 
essential  for  the  maintenance  of  an  effective  head 
of  stock  in  a  fishery.  No  person  might,  therefore, 
use  any  device  whereby  the  spawn  of  fish  might 
be  taken  away  or  destroyed.  The  penalty  for  the 
commission  of  an  act  of  this  kind  was  imprison- 
ment, without  the  option  of  a  fine,  for  twelve 
calendar  months.  Such  a  term  of  detention  would 
be  a  terrible  punishment  for  so  trivial  an 
offence  at  any  time,  but  its  hideous  cruelty 
becomes  intensified  when  it  is  remembered 
that  at  that  period  imprisonment  meant  im- 
prisonment. The  gaols  were  pest  houses  of 
the  most  insanitary  description,  while  the  treat- 
ment of  prisoners  was  equally  revolting.  A 
man  who  had  undergone  one  term  of  imprison- 
ment for  interfering  with  fish  spawn  would  not, 
therefore,  be  likely  to  repeat  the  offence,  and 
expose  himself  to  the  risk  of  further  incarceration 
on  that  score.  For  some  inscrutable  reason  the 
legislature  did  not  seem  to  regard  fish  poaching 
so  severely  as  it  did  the  removal  or  the  destruction 
of  spawn.  Bargemen  and  others  catching  fish  in 
nets  in  canals  passing  through  the  propei-ty  of 
persons,  not  being  free  waters,  were,  it  is  true, 
subject  to  heavy  fines ;  but  they  were,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  "  Shallows "  before  whom  the 
charges  brought  against  them  were  heard,  allowed 


*  ItLsaaaumed  here  that  the  niueteeuth  oentuiy  does  not 
oome  to  iba  oonolosion  nntil  Deo.  31  of  the  present  year  of 
grac». 
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the  option  of  a  fine.   The  poisoning  and  wilful 
destruction   of  fish  were  also  dealt  with  in  a 
similar  manner,  as  was  the  laying  of  lines,  snares, 
or  devices  of  any  kind  during  the  day  without 
leave  of  the  owner.    If,  however,  it  was  done  at 
night  the  poachers  were  liable  to  transportation 
But,  bad  as  this  was,  a  still  more  terrible  punish, 
ment  was  reserved  for  persons  fishing  in  private 
waters,  armed  or  in  any  way  disguised,  or  who 
were  committing  waste  on  the  said  property. 
They  were  deemed  felons  without  benefit  of 
clergy,  and  could,  I  presume,  be  strung  up  to  the 
nearest  tree  or  most  convenient  point  of  suspen- 
sion without  the  formality  of  a  trial.     It  is 
fortunate  that  a  more  humanitarian  spirit  has 
wiped  this  delightful  piece  of  fishing  legislation 
off  the  statute  book.    If  it  still  remained  in  force, 
I  tremble  to  think  of  the  tremendous  mortality 
there  would  be  among  the  riverside  loafers  who 
occasionally   disguise    themselves    by  washing 
their  faces  and  putting  on  a  clean  collar  before 
they  go  out  to  set  theii-  night  lines,  and  also 
what  a  death-dealing  recreation  camping  out 
would  be  to  some  of  the  young  gentlemen  who  go 
up  Thames  and  break  down  hedges  to  obtain 
materials  for  their  camp  fires,  and  who  commit 
other  damage  pleasing  to  the  mind  of  the  riparian 
owner  whom  they  honour  with  their  distinguished 
patronage. 

At  the  period  referred  to,  excluding  salmon  and 
trout,  both  of  which  had  special  regulations  for 
their  protection,  only  three  species  of  fresh- water 
fish  were  protected  in  the  Thames  and  in  waters 
under  the  control  of  a  corporation.  These  were 
the  pike,  the  smelt,  and  the  barbel,  for  which  the 
following  sizes  were  laid  down  as  standards,  below 
which  they  might  not  be  taken  by  netting :  no 
pike  under  lOin.  from  eye  to  tail ;  no  smelt  under 
6in.,  and  no  barbel  under  12in.  In  regard  to 
pike  and  barbel  a  very  nice  legal  point  was 
involved,  because  the  persons  responsible  for  the 
framing  of  this  clause  had,  by  an  oversight, 
omitted  to  specify  whether  the  measurement  was 
to  be  from  the  eye  to  the  fork,  or  from  the  eye  to 
the  extreme  tip  of  the  tail.  Curiously  enough, 
bream,  chub,  eels,  carp,  tench,  perch,  and  dace 
were  left  unscheduled,  and  we  may  therefore 
assume  that  the  aforesaid  legislators  possessed  a 
theoretical  rather  than  a  practical  knowledge  of 
angling  and  of  the  requirements  of  anglers.  This 
is  also  shown  by  the  fact  that  while  fly  might  be 
used  all  through  the  year,  bottom  fishing  was  not 
allowed  in  the  Thames  and  other  corporation- 
controlled  waters  before  the  first  day  of  June, 
under  a  penalty  of  £20,  the  legitimate  season 
coming  to  its  close  on  Nov.  15. 

Nowada,ys  it  is  the  fashion,  especially  with  some 
of  the  senior  generation,  to  speak  disparagingly  of 
our  own  times,  and  to  sigh  regretfully  for  the  good 
old  times  gone.  Personally,  I  am  of  opinion  their 
going  has  been  a  good  go.  With  all  its  faults— 
and  I  do  not  contend  for  one  moment  that  it  is 
without  them— life  in  the  present  day  is  prefer- 
able to  what  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the 
century.  Compared  with  what  went  on  then,  we 
do,  at  least,  live  under  a  system  of  humanitarian 
government,  and  we  enjoy  a  meed  of  comfort 
undreamt  of  by  our  near  ancestors ;  but,  above 
all,  if  some  of  us  do  perchance,  while  out  fishing, 
commit  a  minor  offence  against  the  fishery 
regulations,  punishable  by  the  law,  we  are  not  con- 
fronted with  the  prospect  of  a  free  trip  to 
Australasia,  or  with  being  branded  as  felons  with- 
out benefit  of  clergy.  A  Veteran. 


HINTS  ON  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
NOEWAY. 


Whatevek  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  there 
is  still  plenty  of  excellent  loch  fishing  to  be  had 
in  Norway  j  but  year  by  year  it  becomes  harder 
to  get,  for  the  number  of  those  who  go  in  search 
of  it  increases  annually,  and  in  spite  of  efforts  to 
the  contrary  on  the  part  of  the  authorities,  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  the  reckless  destruction  of  the 
trout  at  all  times  and  seasons,  and  by  all  sorts  of 
contrivances,  is  carried  on  in  most  districts  with 
a  zeal  which  is  likely  to  prove  fatal  to  many  water 
systems  which  used  to  be  full  of  fish. 

Such  being  the  case,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place 
•—witiiout  attempting  the  somewhat  invidious  iiask 
of  furnishing  any  definite  local  information  as 
regards  angling  headquarters  in  that  country— to 
proffer  a  little  modest  general  advice  to  those 


younger  followers  of  the  art  who  have  not  yet 
transported  their  rods  and  gear  across  the  North 
Sea,  and  who  do  not  mind  roughing  it  a  bit. 

First  and  foremost  let  me  advise  the  angler  to 
pick  up  Norwegian  as  quickly  as  possible ;  it  will 
be  found  of  inestimable  value.  English  is  spoken 
more  or  less  along  all  the  recognised  routes  of 
travel ;  but  these — should  decent  sport  be  desired 
— are  the  very  places  to  avoid ;  and  in  outlying 
parts  of  the  country  the  foreigner  who  possesses 
a  knowledge  of  the  language  has  a  tremendous 
pull. 

To  begin  with,  nearly  all  the  information 
obtainable  from  natives  is  misleading  and  un- 
reliable— owing  not  so  much  to  the  wish  to  deceive 
as  to  ignorance  of  the  conditions  requisite  for  fly 
fishing— and  it  is  highly  necessary  to  sift  it. 

Questions  of  ownership  of  fishing  rights,  too, 
are  apt  to  arise,  which  it  is  satisfactory  to  settle 
without  the  intermediation  of  a  Tolk — a  luxury 
which  is  apt  to  turn  out  expensive ;  and  the  mere 
fact  of  being  able  to  exchange  ideas  with  the 
peasants  in  theii-  own  tongue  places  the  traveller 
on  an  altogether  different  footing. 

Avoid  the  neighbourhood  of  hotels,  sanatoriums, 
or  other  places  resorted  to  by  tourists.  Such 
establishments  invariably  constitute  a  market  for 
trout  as  long  as  the  season  lasts ;  and  in  order  to 
supply  it  the  waters  for  miles  round  are  sure  to 
be  ransacked. 

The  best  sport  is,  of  course,  to  be  had  by  using 
a  tent,  or  by  frequenting  saeters,  f jeld  huts,  and 
the  like,  but  life  under  these  circumstances  is  apt 
to  be  anything  but  couleur  de  rose,  and  most  people 
however  keen,  prefer  quarters  rather  less  uncom-, 
fortable,  where  something  beyond  trout  and 
tinned  provisions  are  to  be  had  to  eat.  Outlying 
hill  or  forest  farms  are  the  best  places  to  "  go  for," 
while  not  infrequently  excellent  sport  is  to  be 
obtained  from  skyds  stations  on  unfrequented 
routes  which  lead  to  nowhere  celebrated  in  the 
pages  of  Murray  or  Baedeker. 

It  is  a  rule  to  which  there  are  few  exceptions 
that  the  beginning  of  the  season  in  any  given 
district,  in  conformity,  of  course,  to  its  height 
above  the  sea  and  its  geographical  position,  is  the 
best.  The  trout  then  rise  most  freely,  they  have 
not  been  worried  with  artificial  lures,  there  is — 
or  at  any  rate,  ought  to  be — plenty  of  water,  and 
the  weather  is  more  likely  to  be  favourable  than 
later  on,  when  a  blazing  sun  is  usually  the  order 
of  the  day  for  from  twelve  to  eighteen  hours  out 
of  the  twenty-four.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  to 
be  early  in  the  field.  At  the  end  of  May  trout 
take  the  fly  in  South  Norway  at  low  levels. 

Large  sheets  of  water  are  to  be  avoided ;  they 
usually  contain  relatively  small  portions  shallow 
enough  for  fly  fishing.  A  lot  of  tiresome  trolling 
has  often  to  be  done,  and  angling  is  frequently 
altogether  impossible  owing  to  strong  winds. 
Shallowish  mountain  lochs,  fed  by  streams 
adapted  for  spawning  purposes  and  for  a  resi- 
dence for  the  fry,  are  on  the  whole  the  best, 
although  in  a  dry  season,  such  as  that  of  1899  (to 
the  south  of  the  Dovre  Fjeld),  they  become 
quickly  exhausted.  The  minimum  of  time  is 
occupied  in  going  from  one  part  to  another,  and 
the  fish  recover  more  quickly  from  the  effects  of 
a  fit  of  the  sulks  induced  by  unfavourable  weather 
conditions.  Do  not  stamp  such  a  loch  as  useless 
because  you  hear  that  the  otter  is  used  upon  it. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  sure  sign,  at  any  rate, 
that  the  fish  rise  to  the  fly,  and  the  chances  are 
that,  unless  its  dimensions  be  very  circumscribed, 
the  angler  will  in  the  long  run  beat  that  objec- 
tionable instrument  into  fits :  fine  tackle  alwavs 
tells  ' 

When  a  prolonged  stay  at  any  given  spot  is 
contemplated,  the  services  of  an  attendant  should 
be  engaged  for  the  season,  and  not  merely  by  the 
day,  as  otherwise  haymaking  or  other  local 
industry  is  sure  ultimately  to  interfere  with  sport. 
The  ordinary  Norwegian  boatman  is  often  a  most 
exasperating  individual,  and  his  ideas  with  regard 
to  angling  are  generally  of  the  vaguest.  When  a 
trout  is  hooked  he  will,  if  left  to  himself,  con- 
centrate his  entire  attention  upon  its  evolutions 
with  a  complete  disregard  of  his  duties  at  the 
oars,  while  to  permit  him  to  manipulate  the 
landing  net  is  usually  fatal.  He  has  no  notion  of 
the  value  of  water,  or  of  conducting  a  drift 
properly,  and  will  allow  his  craft  to  go  anyhow, 
stopping  at  some  critical  moment  to  light  his 
pipe,  take  a  drink,  or  to  perform  some  other 
equally  unimportant  act.   It  is  preferable  to 


secure  a  good  strong  boy  of  sixteen  or  there- 
abouts if  possible ;  he,  at  any  rate,  can  be  knocked 
into  shape,  is  pretty  sure  to  be  keen,  and  his 
wages  are  less  than  those  of  a  full-grown  man. 

Boats  are  frequently  a  source  of  considerable 
trouble  in  outlying  parts  of  the  country.  Rather 
than  take  the  trouble  to  house  and  retar  them, 
their  owners  prefer  allowing  them  to  remain  out  all 
winter  amid  the  snow  and  ice,  and  as  a  natural 
consequence  they  are  generally  leaky,  rotten,  and 
altogether  abominable.  They  do  not,  however, 
cost  much  in  the  first  instance,  and,  for  a  really 
good  lake  or  chain  of  lakes,  it  is  quite  worth 
while  having  a  new  one  built,  keeping  it  and  the 
oars  well  padlocked.  By  this  means  many  exas- 
perating experiences  are  avoided,  and  much 
economy  of  "  language  "  is  effected. 

Acquire  as  quickly  as  possible  a  general  know- 
ledge of  the  waters  in  the  neighbourhood,  the 
character  and  "  lay  "  of  each  loch,  the  best  bays 
and  drifts,  the  winds  that  affect  them  most 
favourably,  and  so  forth ;  all  such  information  is 
valuable,  and  will  help  to  swell  the  season's 
bag. 

It  is  not  a  bad  plan  to  have  a  second  rod  in  the 
boat  ready  handy,  with  a  fine  cast  and  small  flies 
attached  ;  it  may  be  usefully  employed  when  the 
breeze  falls  light,  and  even  during  intervals  of 
absolute  calm. 

Although,  of  course,  drawn  gut  is  never  neces- 
sary, it  is  a  mistake  even  in  time  of  flood  or 
gales  of  wind  to  use  anything  approaching  to 
coarse  tackle ;  such  as  is  now  usually  employed 
on  the  Scottish  lochs  answers  very  well. 

As  to  flies,  these  should  certainly  include 
Palmers,  both  Black  and  Red,  Zulus,  and  March 
Browns,  some  of  the  more  sober-coloured  Scotch 
flies  also  do  well;  but  it  is  well  to  take  a  fair 
supply  of  the  standard  patterns,  as  the  wear  and 
tear  is  often  severe. 

With  regard  to  trolling,  the  writer  has  long 
since  given  up  troubling  about  it.  To  do  it 
properly  a  couple  of  rods  adapted  for  the  purpose 
and  a  lot  of  traces  and  spinning  baits  must  be 
taken,  all  of  which  occupy  space;  the  result, 
moreover,  is  rarely  satisfactory,  for  really  heavy 
trout  are  seldom  caught  by  this  means,  and  even 
if  indulged  in  only  between  the  places  where  fly 
fishing  is  possible  on  a  loch,  mu^h  time  is  wasted, 
the  pace  being  necessarily  much  slower  when  the 
lines  are  out  astern. 

Whether  it  be  good  enough  to  take  on  lease 
or  for  a  term  of  years  Norwegian  mountain  lochs, 
subject,  as  so  many  of  them  are,  to  being  ruined 
by  the  natives,  must  always  be  a  matter  of 
individual  opinion ;  but  should  the  foreign  angler, 
tempted  by  success  upon  one  or  more  of  these, 
seek  to  secure  a  monopoly  of  the  fishing  rights 
thereupon,  let  him  not  omit  the  spawning  tribu- 
taries as  well ;  otherwise  preservation  will  be  a 
farce.  Rtjgpe. 


OVER-FISHED. 


To  the  angler,  in  his  fishing  mood,  it  is  not  a 
pleasant  cry.  To  the  angler  as  a  philosopher — 
and  what  angler  is  not  at  times — it  sounds 
pleasing,  because  he  reflects  that  his  brethren  of 
the  angle  are  a  growing  fraternity. 

Let  us  think  what  it  means.  It  means  that 
within  half  a  century  multitudes  of  the  world's 
best  workers,  and  calmest  sufferers,  have  dis- 
covered in  the  placid  sport  of  angling  a  grand 
antidote  alike  to  strain  of  mind  or  heaviness  of 
heart. 

'  Discovered !  "  do  you  say.  Yes,  and  if  you  have 
lived  through  sixty  winters,  and  were  an  angler 
under  your  tenth  summer  sun,  and  loved  the  water- 
side, and  counted  the  anglers  there  ever  since, 
you  will  appreciate  the  term.  How  many  angled 
in  those  days  P  The  fish  in  British  waters  will 
never  see  those  halcyon  days  again. 

Go  back  those  fifty  years.  Did  you  not  catch 
your  first  trout  with  a  pin  ?  I  did ;  and  the  cow- 
man on  a  certain  farm,  watching  the  job,  assured 
me  "  'twur  a  vary  silly  'un."  But  he  was  not  the 
only  "  silly  'un  "  in  those  days.  The  piscatorial 
board  school  had  not  long  been  established,  and 
the  wisest  in  the  stream  had  not  passed  the 
"  sixth  standard." 

Fly-fishing !  It  was  but  for  us  boys  to  drag  a 
hideous  cow  dab  up  stream  tinder  water,  and 
the  best  in  the  brook  came  to  our  mother's 
table. 
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What !  haven't  they  learnt  since  then  ?  How 
the  records  of  their  forefathers  are  written  upon 
their  hearts,  and  what  instincts  they  have  inherited 
from  the  last  half-dozen  of  their  generations ! 

In  those  days,  my  brothers,  we  used  to  catch 
perch  with  whipcord,  and  perca  asked  no 
questions  of  our  pi'offered  worm.  Now  he  is 
strangely  inquisitive.  And  did  we  not  speak 
contemptuously  of  the  "silly  roach."  How  do 
roach  fishers  speak  of  them  to-day?  Out  they 
came  fast  enough  then.  Why  and  how  ?  Because 
they  were  innocent  of  barbed  steel,  knowing  little 
by  experience  and  less  by  heredity,  and  /because 
they  took  us  anglers  for  the  gentlemen  we  were 
not ;  under  the  pretence  of  feeding  they  did  not 
suspect  our  intent  to  kill.  A  whoUop  of  dirty 
paste,  a  nail  to  weight  the  whipcord,  and  part  of 
the  nearest  tree  for  a  float,  was  no  insult  to  their 
intelligence. 

How  all  that  is  changed  !  Now  how  they  scout 
the  pool  in  excitement  and  fear  at  the  slightest 
vibration  of  a  footfall !  How  they  examine  the 
finest  gut  and  look  at  its  tiny  knots,  and  smell 
and  smell  again  that  tobacco-scented  bait !  And 
those  shot,  what  a  familiar  warning !  And  that  float 
up  there,  what  a  well-known,  oft-repeated  terror ! 
Then  that  suspended  bait,  resisting  the  current, 
what  an  uncanny-looking  miracle  it  is !  As  to 
that  "mischievous-looking  villain  on  the  bank, 
fancying  himself  unseen,  with  his  devilish  long 
pole  shaking  over  our  noses,  why  he  is  the  brutal 
instigator  of  our  traps,  the  mysteries  of  untold 
manna  from  above,  and  these  unnatural  phe- 
nomena below,  they  never  happen  unless  he's 
about."  A  brief  council  of  war,  very  brief,  and 
the  edict  goes  forth :  "  No,  thank  you,  we  are  not 
taking  any  to-day."  Then  we  say  in  our  self- 
satisfied  ignorance,  "  They  are  not  on  the  feed  to- 
day," instead  of  "  To-day  they  are  not  quite 
hungry  enough  to  be  such  fools  as  of  old." 

Izaak,  dear,  genial,  nature-loving  old  friend, 
how  little  you  knew  of  angling  proper !  Could 
you  but  "  re- visit  the  glimpses  of  one  of  our 
moons  "  we  should  have  to  teach  you  something. 
Ah !  we  wonder  in  which  days  you  would  rather 
have  lived.  No  such  brown  ale  now,  no  such 
songs,  no  such  inns,  few  such  companions  as 
Viator,  and  certainly  no  such  silly  fish.  The 
beautiful  world  being  the  same,  we  should  not 
tire  of  your  rural  talk,  but  it  would  be  no  good 
for  you  to  hold  forth  on  angling,  unless  you  have 
learnt  something  since.  Maybe  you  have  !  May- 
be there  was  no  need.  Perchance  the  earthly 
angler's  tenderest  thoughts  and  calmest  joys  are 
happiness  enough  in  your  sphere,  without  the 
stimulant  of  the  trapper's  cunning  to  overcome 
the  creature's  instinct,  which  gives  such  delight 
to  the  gentle  art  of  angling  in  ours. 

What  placid  charm  does  this  world  hold  to 
equal  the  sweet  serenity  of  the  pursuit  which 
Walton  made  classic  ?  Quietness  of  mind, 
enlivened  by  the  sporting  instinct,  and  gladness 
of  soul,  aroused  by  the  cheering  lessons  of  nature. 
Is  there  any  better  menu  for  the  jaded  heart? 
Waltonians  of  this  generation  have  answered  the 
question. 

Where  there  are  fish  now  there  are  fishermen. 
Yes ;  and  surely  we  would  not  have  it  otherwise. 
Though  our  creels  are  lighter  and  our  specimen 
fish  fewer  than  of  old  it  is  delightful  to  meet  so 
many  rivals  by  the  river-side.  You  may  see  them 
casting  over  your  favourite  pools,  or  spinning 
your  pet  corner  of  the  lake,  but  before  the 
wicked  word  beginning  with  a  big  D  leaves  your 
lips  you  forgive  them,  with  the  "  fellow-feeling 
that  makes  us  wondrous  kind,"  and  say  in  your 
heart,  "may  he  enjoy  it  as  much  as  I  did." 

Go  where  you  will — excepting  a  few  remote 
Scotch  and  Irish  waters — it  is  the  same  ciy, 
"  over-fished  "  ;  but  to  that  cry  there  is  a  happy 
interpretation,  for  it  means  that  the  happy 
pastime  is  gaining  in  favour  wonderfully,  and  we 
are  glad  of  it.  J.  Beeetman. 


Trout  at  Jenolan.— "  Mr.  J.  A.  Brodie,  of  the 
Fisheries  Depwtment,"  says  the  Sydneij  Morning 
Herald,  ''  arrived  by  special  coacli  at  Jenolan 
recently  with  700  American  rainbjw  trout,  which  he 
libarated  in  the  reservoir  at  the  Caves  House  and  at  the 
Bathing  Pond.  The  greater  number  of  the  trout  were 
about  six  weeks  old,  and  were  hatched  from  ova 
obtained  from  New  Zealand.  There  were  also  a  few 
larger  fish  of  the  same  species.  It  may  be  addsd  that 
some  thousands  of  fish,  hatched  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  commissioners  at  Prospect  Dam,  are  now  being 
liberated  in  various  rivers  in  the  colony.  The  distribution 
of  the  fish  will  last  for  several  weeks  yet." 


SKIBEREEN    BOARD    OF  CONSER- 
VATORS. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Skibereen  Board  of  Con- 
servators the  other  day,  Captain  Morgan  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  meeting  the  recent  poisoning  cise  that 
occurred  on  the  river  lien,  and,  after  some  discussion,  a 
strong  resolution  was  adopted  calling  on  Mr.  Barry, 
MP.,  to  bring  before  Parliament,  at  his  earliest 
opportunity,  the  necessity  of  assimilating  the  laws  of 
Ireland  with  those  of  England,  and  muking  the  cffanca  of 
poiaoniog  penal  in  this  country.  The  secretary  mas 
instructed  to  convey  the  best  thanks  of  the  baard  to 
District  Inspector  Byrne  for  his  efforts  towards  the  preser- 
vation of  tish  in  the  rivers  since  his  advent  to  this  distiiot. 
A  letter  was  read  from  the  Fishery  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  offerirg  assistance  to  the  Conser- 
vators for  the  erection  of  hatcheries  and  the  general 
preservation  of  fish  in  their  rivers.  The  matter  was  care- 
fully discussed,  and  eventually  it  was  un  mimously  decided 
to  avail  of  the  offer  for  the  purchase  of  ova  for  the 
hatchery,  which  has  been  already  constructed  and  success- 
fully worked  for  some  time  back,  Mr.  William  O'Neill 
was  unanimously  elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  three 
years,  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Carey  was  re-elected  secretary,  and 
the  MuDster  and  Leinster  Bank  treasurers.       J.  A.  B. 


WATERVILLE,  CO.  KERRY. 
Fob  many  years  back  there  has  not  been  so  many  sea 
trout  on  the  spawning  grounds  at  the  Waterville  Bridge. 
Over  forty  pairs  of  trout  are  to  be  seen  on  the  gravel  beds 
spawning — some  beauties.  Most  of  these  fish  are  making 
their  beds  on  the  gravel  we  took  from  the  sea  shore  and 
put  into  the  river,  which  has  proved  a  great  success. 
Owing  to  the  limited  ground  before  the  gravel  was  put  in 
the  fish  used  to  root  up  each  other's  scour.  Now  they 
have  far  more  room,  and  things  look  well.  We  also  have 
adopted  the  following  arrangements  to  get  fish  for  our 
hatchery.  We  supply  to  some  of  the  water  bailiffs  boxes 
of  the  following  dimensions  :  6ft.  long,  3ft.  high,  3ft. 
wide,  Jin.  space  between  the  joints  to  allow  plenty  of 
water  into  the  boxes,  which  are  made  of  lin.  planks, 
and  a  division  ia  centre  to  put  the  cocks  in  one  side 
and  the  peas  in  the  other  until  we  go  to  strip  them.  In 
one  box  on  Saturday  I  found  fifty-six  sea  trout,  some 
beautifully  ripe,  and  others  not  fit  as  yet.  These  fish  are 
principally  taken  from  small  streams,  which  in  low 
water  would  be  nearly  dry,  and  the  spawn  would  go 
for  nothing.  By  taking  those  fish  we  save  the 
ova,  and  return  the  fish,  when  stripped,  into  the  deep 
pools.  This  is  by  far  a  better  way  to  keep  the  fish 
than  to  bring  them  long  journeys  in  email  cans,  for  when 
too  inany  are  together  it  is  not  easy  to  mind  them  all,  and 
requires  a  lot  of  labour  to  bring  them  to  their  destiaatioa 
at  the  hatchery.  Another  box,  had  twenty-seven  sea 
(rout  ia  it,  not  quite  fit  for  stripping  yet.  We  intend  to 
take  the  salmon  out  of  the  small  streams  in  the  same  way, 
and  keep  them  in  these  boxes  until  fit  to  t  ake  their  ova  to  the 
hatchery.  We  have  been  busy  at  the  boxes,  cleaning  up 
and  varnishing,  for  some  time  back,  and  we  would  have 
put  in  more  ova  at  present,  but  prefer  to  have  the  water 
run  freely  on  the  boxes  for  some  time,  until  they  become 
free  from  any  acid  of  the  varnish,  which  may  do  harm  to 
the  ova  later  on.  These  boxes  are  sunk  in  the  river 
within  a  few  inches  of  the  top.  _  The  ltd  of  the  box  is 
hinged,  and  has  an  opening  to  put  in  and  take  out  the  fish, 
which  is  pidlocVed.  The  bottom  of  the  box  has  some 
heavy  stones  in  it  to  keep  it  in  its  place,  also  to  prevent 
the  poachers  from  taking  French  leave  with  its  contents, 
box  of  tricks  and  all.  However,  it  is  no  easy  thing  to 
move  now,  and  as  we  have  selected  streams  which  are 
close  by  those  water-bailiffs'  houses  they  are  quite  safe  bj 
far,  and  will  no  doubt  prove  useful,  as  in  some  cases  these 
streams  are  very  high  and  full  in  a  few  hours,  and  fall 
the  same  way,  so  those  men  living  on  the  ground  have 
the  advantage  of  taking  those  fish  at  the  time  when 
the  streams  are  high.  Little  or  no  salmon  is  on  the 
spawning  grounds  yet ;  they  keep  the  deep  pools  until  later 
in  the  year.  T.  McCarthy. 


A  Thirty-teab-old  Castleconnell  Eod. — "  Ere  I 
conclude  this  sketch,  I  think  it  but  right  to  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  rod  which  I  on  this  occasion 
used,  and  which  conduced  largely  to  my  success.  '  Irish 
as  the  pigs,'  not  less  than  thirty  years  have  passed  since  it 
was  purchased  by  my  host  from  the  world-famous  factory 
of  Messrs.  J.  Enright  and  Son,  of  Castleconnell.  A  two- 
piece  greenheart  of  16Et.,  from  the  time  of  its  purchase  to 
the  close  of  last  season  it  has  had  anything  but  an  easy 
time  of  it.  From  constant  and  rough  usage,  but  more 
particularly  perhaps  from  '  lending,'  the  two  tops  which 
were  originally  furnished  with  the  butt  had,  from  ona 
cause  or  another,  come  to  grief  ;  yet,  in  spite  of  awkward 
handling,  constant  and  rough  usage,  the  butt  is  to-day  as 
straight,  sound,  and  elastic  as  on  the  day  it  left  the  work- 
shop, a  matter  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  soundness 
and  durability  of  the  timber  used  by  the  celebrated  Castle- 
connell firm.  How,  I  wonder,  would  a  '  cane-built'  butt 
act  or  look  after  such  a  severe  test  ?  As  long  as  the 
Enrights  continue  to  put  such  stuff  into  their  rods.  '  good 
old  greenheart '  for  me." — The  'Irish  Field.  [Castls- 
connell  rods  are  first-rate  ;  but  length  of  years  and  splendid 
service  can  be  claimed  by  the  built-cine  also.  Before  the 
Great  Exhibition  of  1851  the  late  Mr.  Irvine,  wUo  .i^td 
near  the  Angel,  Islington,  made  the  first  split-cana  rods 
ever  made — they  were  in  thr^e  sections,  glued  together. 
One  of  these  rods,  a  powerful  salmou  rod,  was  bought  by 
Lord  Lovat  in  1851.  He  killed  tons  of  salmon  on  it,  and 
more  than  thirty  years  afterwards  Irvine  had  to  make  a 
new  top,  the  rod  being  otherwise  as  good  as  ever.  We 
believe  that  there  is  no  doubt  Irvine  was  the  first  maker 
of  split-CBne  glned-up  rods.— Ed.  F.  (?.] 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


_  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  erwelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  FisHiNO 
Gazette,  St.  Dimstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Tims  of  Hi^li  Water  In  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  'time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

1 30  min.  for  Ohelsea.  (bh  mia.  for  Kew. 

AddJ^"  "     'I   Putney.  a^hJ^*   h     >i  Bichmond. 

^45   „    „  Hammersmith,  *''"180   „     „  Twlclienham. 

(50    ,,     „  Barnes.  „     ,,  Teddlngton. 

EXAMPLK  :— If  It  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddlngton  at  3.26,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  mnch, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TIMK  OF  HI8H  WAIBB  AT  LOKDON  BRIDSB. 

„  UorslDK.  Erenlnc. 

Saturday,     Nov.  24    2  -51    3.  8 

Sunday,          ,,  25    3.2G    3.4.'; 

Monday,         ,,  26    4.  3    4.2:i 

Tuesday,        „  27    4.43    5.  4 

Wednesday,    ,,  28    a  20    6.50 

Thursday,       ,,  29    6".  15    6  44 

Friday,           „  30    7.13    7.45 

HlSH  WATEB  AT  AJIBBBLET  AND  PlTLBOBODSH. 

Morning.  Kveniiu?. 

Saturday,    ;Nov.     24    3.31    3.4S 

Sunday,  „       20    4,  li    4  2.> 

Monday,         ,,      26    4.43    5.  3 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Palborough  will  be  2h.  10m,  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Ge.vebal  Remarks.- The  Editor  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  having  requested  me  to  contribute  weekly 
the  introductory  note  to  the  reports  from  the  Thames,  I 
should  be  glad  if  any  readers  who  get  good  sport  on  the 
river  would  kindly  send  details  to  me  at  47,  High-street, 
Kingston-on-Thames,  eo  that  their  successes  may  not  be 
omitted.  Unfortunately  on  Friday  the  Thames  was  very 
clear  and  the  stream  sl>tck,  and  until  there  is  more  rain 
good  baskets  of  fish  are  likely  to  be  soiree,  especially  on  the 
part  of  bank  anglers.  At  the  beginning  of  the  week 
such  boisterous  weather  prevailed  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  fish  for  roach  in  the  open  reaches. 
On  Monday  only  two  bank  anglers  were  to  be  seen 
fishing  frcm  Kingston  to  Ditton,  and  three  others 
were  at  work  at,  Hampton  Court,  but  sport  was  bid.  At 
Shepperton,  in  the  weir  stream,  Messrs.  F.  aid  C.  Little- 
wood  on  Monday  had  2olb.  of  roach,  a  chub  of  2Jlb.,  and 
asmalljisk,  which  was  ciught  on  pearl  barley.  These 
two  anglers  had  caught  40.b.  of  bream  at  the  same  spotou 
the  previouo  Friday,  but  owing  to  the  north-east  witd, 
bream  were  not  feeding  on  Monday.  Ihe  roach  they  had 
averaged  fib.  each.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  F.  Sinds,  fishing 
with  Hone  from  Old  Windsor  Look  to  Staines,  had 
five  pike,  the  largest  ZJlb,,  and  the  next  5^lb.  Tbe  former 
fish  was  Wiighed-in  at  the  K  njston  Piscitorial  Society, 
and  is  the  largeit  pike  weightd-in  at  that  club  this  Eeison. 
Mr.  P.  Armtelt  has  been  trving  the  jicK  at  Hampton 
Court,  but  has  only  had  a  few  small  ones.  The  weeds  are 
rapidly  dying  down,  and  pike  fishing  should  soon  commence 
in  real  earnest.  The  best  time  to  tish  for  roach  is  between 
three  and  four  o'clock.  I  recommend  punt  anglers  who 
fish  the  Thames  to-morrow  to  try  the  pike  up  till  two 
o'clock,  and  then  commence  roaching.  Chub  should  now 
feed  on  pith  and  brains,  but  there  is  not  sutficient  water 
under  the  Ploughs  yet. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

—  (Eton). — The  water  is  now  a  goDd  colour,  that 
is  to  say,  it  ii  not  thicfe,  but  of  a  nice  greenish  tint 
which  roach  anglers  like  to  see  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
and  ip)rt  has  very  much  improved  during  the^ast  few 
days  ;  rhe  fishievidently  do  not  find  the  weeds  quit'}  so 
appei  iaing  as  they  have  done  for  some  months  past,  and  are 
now  loosing  for  a  fresh  menu.  Mr.  Rich  had  some  good 
roach  on  the  IS  h,  best  fish  lib.  II^jz.  The  following 
pitrong  of  John  Keene  have  had  fair  spirt :  Messrs.  Beck 
and  Marsh,  five  dozen  roach;  Mr.  fchephard,  211b.  of 
roach;  and  Mr.  Cormac  O'Dowd,  fourteen  chub,  best  fish 
2Jlb.  Mr.  R.  Williams  has  also  had  s  )m9  good  roach, 
several  over  lib.,  and  three  jick.  i  think  it  would 
now  pay  anglers  to  try  the  j  ick.  I  tried  a  favourite  spot 
of  mine  this  morning  for  twenty  minutes  to  see  if  they  were 
moviug,  and  creeled  a  brace  of  fish  ab;ut  61b.  I  turned 
three  dozen  more  jick  in  on  Saturday  last  for  the 
Windsor  and  Etjn  Preservation  Asscciition,  some  of  them 
about  41b.  each.— Cecit.  Howlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  lather  bright,  but 

a  fair  stream  ii  running.  Several  jick  nave  been  taken 
during  the  past  week,  but  small,  the  last  abaut  41b.  The 
bankers  again  had  a  bad  tim  3  of  it  on  Monday  last — a  very 
roug'n  day ;  few  of  them  took  any  fish,  but  the  roach  are 
now  feeditig  better;  I  hear  of  one_  angler  takjng  five 
dozen  during  a  day's  fishing  at  Shiplake  on  Xov.  21. 
Those  visiting  Henley  for  pike  fishing  should  bring  their 
live  baits  with  them ;  they  are  very  ecarce  here  at  pressnt. 
— Stanley  Mead. 

  (ijecblade)t — The  river  hereiVouta  is  in  better 

order  than  lor  some  time  pisc,  being  h  gh  and  of  a  very 
good  tinge.  Tne  leaves  are  noy  nearly  all  iff  the  trees, 
and  the  weeds  are  rotting  away  fast,  and  when  tbia  ia 
alt  gether  fiuished  we  arc*  buucd  to  have  some  go  >d  spirt 
with  j  tck  a  id  perch.  All  coarse  fish  are  now  in  PXC«iJent 
cundid  .n,' rodoh  and  perch  especitUy,  and  some  SkO  ones 
have  been  caught  in  the  St.  John's  Bridge  stretch,  chiefly 
with  worm,  pirboiled  wheat,  and  live  minno^r.  An  otter 
has  been  at  work  again  on  the  big  barbel ;  he  seems  to  be 
tte  only  one  able  to  get  hold  of  them.  Tne  otter  has  also 
been  at  work  on  the  Colne  and  Lsach,  and  all  efforts  to 
capture  him  have  proved  futile.   On  one  of  the  Tbamu 
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tributariea  last  week  the  ga.tue  and  rirer  keepara  made  an 
OQslanght  on  the  jack  with  net,  spear,  and  rifle,  and  on 
tbfl  first  day  scot  a  tine  lot,  weighing  151b  ,  161b.,  lllb.,two 
lO  b.,  two  81b.,  one  61b.,  one  41b.,  and  one  IJlb.  ;  alto- 
gether, in  two  days'  outing,  nearly  a  hundredweight  of 
joc'i  were  taken,  and  their  heads  hang  as  trophies  on  the 
trees  in  the  park  where  they  were  taken.  Weath9r  cold 
and  dull. — The  Rambler. 

 (Richmond). — The  fishing  here  has  been  very 

quiet  for  the  last  two  weeks,  the  north-easterly  winds 
^oite  stopping  the  fish  feeding ;  use  what  bait  you  might, 
it  is  no  use,  even  "  the  most  killinest  bait  as  is,  bread- 
crusts,"  as  I  heard  ope  hanker  eay  to  another  on  the  kh. 
But,  however,  the  tide  seems  to  have  turned  somewhat, 
and  we  are  getting  some  better  takes.  Class  seems  to  be 
better  than  quantity.  On  Saturday,  Job  Brain,  j  in.,  18ib. 
good  roach,  dace,  snd  bream.  Sunday,  Frank  Brain, 
out  with  two  young  gentlemen,  had  some  good  roach  up 
to  lib.  each.  To-day  (Wednesday),  Mr.  Man!ell,  half 
day,  81b.,  one  roach  lib.  7cz  ;  and  Job  Brain,  jun., 
roach,  dace,  and  bream,  111b.  So  you  see  the  fish  are 
lookin?  up  a  bit  better,  and,  with  a  good  downpour  of 
rain,  wa  shall  certainly  be  getting  better  baskets ;  with- 
out, the  water  will  b3  getting  quite  bright  again.— H. 
Bayley. 

  (Strealle^). — Water  now  in  very  good  condition. 

Several  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken.  On  Wednesday, 
the  14fh,  Mr.  Dunn  took  a  fine  pike,  lljlb.,  at  Moulsford. 
On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Brown  took  one  pike,  41b.  To- 
day, Mr.  Cake  took  three  pike,  51b.,  41b.,  and  .31b.— 
Horace  J,  Gardner. 

  (Teddington    Weir,   Tedding-fcon).  —  Mr, 

Coventry  and  Son,  one  day,  twenty-three  bream,  one 
jack,  4|lb.  ;  Mr. Newton,  one  day,  311b.  roach  and  bream, 
largest  roaoh,  lib.  7<iz. ;  one  day,  Mr.  H.  G.  Withers  and 
Mr.  G.  Edwards,  8Jlb.  roach,  two  bream  ;  half-day,  Mr. 
Paul,  seventeen  bream,  five  weighing  111b.  The  water  is 
now  in  splendid  condition,  and  all  next  week's  tides  will 
suit. — Walter  McBeide. 

— —  (Twickenham).— River  is  in  good  order.  Mr. 
Corrie,  fishing  with  me  on  Thursday,  took  some  very  good 
roach,  several  lib.  fish;  Mr.  Beavis  and  a  friend,  on 
Monday,  a  nica  basket  of  perch  and  roach;  Mr.  Barrow 
and  myself,  on  Tuesday  afternotn,  twenty -four  large 
roach,  and  yesterday  five  d-zen  dace.  If  wind  had  not 
been  so  heavy  sport  would  have  been  much  better. — 

r.  j:.*o.  S. 

Avcholme  District.— Ddl,  gloomy  weather  makes  a 
good  deal  against  angling.  There  are  few  or  no  visitors  at 
this  time  of  the  year,  and  fiehing  is  mostly  confined  to 
Jooal  men.  Roach  are  now  in  good  condition  ;  only  a  few 
perch  are  taken  at  intervals,  but  a  number  of  pike  have 
been  recently  caught  about  Brandy  Math  and  Bii/g. — 
Thomas  Foed. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  Bistrict).— Owing  to 
the  almost^  incessant  rains  this  river  is  running  rather 
high,  and  is  rather  more  coloured  than  usual,  and  the 
wea'her  is  so  very  rough  and  Fqually,  with  wind  from 
N.N.W.,  that  angling  cannot  hi  pursued  with  much 
comfort  or  success.  In  the  higher  waters  a  strong  stream 
is  running,  and  roach  did  not  feed  at  all  well  when  I 
visited  one  of  the  best  spots  on  the  loth,  nor  would  pike 
feed.  Wben  the  river  clears,  and  weather  becomes  quieter, 
there  will  be  better  chances  for  spnrt.  A  fine  catch  of 
pike  was  mad9  on  a  private  broad  during  the  week,  four  of 
the  fish  scaling  901b.,  besides  a  brace  of  smaller  fish.  A 
few  small  pike  have  been  killed  on  the  waters  open  to  the 
public,  the  biggest  soiling^bout  71b.  On  the  18th,  in  a 
perfect  gale  on  the  broad,  I  killed  a  nice  plump  5Ib.  fish,  and 
was  smashed  by  another  (about  91b.)  at  the  moment  of 
landing.  The  fish  were  moving  on  Mr.  Ellis's  portion, 
hut  the  wind  was  so  tremendous  and  waves  so  big  that  in 
only  two  or  three  sheltered  corners  was  it;  possible  to  fish. 
If  we  can  only  get  some  calmer  weather,  with  jaet  a  touch 
of  frost,  I  anticipate  some  good  sport  on  both  Lulhonse 
and_  W'o^liam  Broads.  I  have  never  seen  roach  in  finer 
condition  than  they  are  this  winter,  and  pike  are  as  good. 
Eel  catchers,  however,  complain  of  a  scarcity  of  eels,  some 
of  the  nets  doing  but  little  in  this  line.  Prospacta  for 
roach  and  pike  fishing,  if  weather  moderates,  are  very 
fair.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Bevonshire  Streams.— The  scarcity  of  fish  in  the 
rivers  of  Devon  is  still  being  discussed,  and  whatever  may 
ba  said  to  the  contrary,  there  ia  no  doubt  but  that  some 
effective  measurea  are  necessary  to  preserve  the  prestige 
of  the  streams.  The  lecture  delivered  on  Friday  by  Mr. 
Edgar  Shrabsolo,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United  Devon 
Association,  should  be  read  by  all  interested  in  the 
subject  of  fish  culture,  his  remarks  as  to  restocking  with 
suitable  breeds  being  especially  to  the  point.  The  well- 
known  writer  "  Noss  Mayo  "  says  that  unkes  the  county 
authorities  can  give  financial  help  to  the  conservators 
to  replenish  their  stock,  the  thing  must  be  left  to 
voluntary  effort.  To  establish  a  hatchery,  he  says,  the 
whole  season's  revenue  would  be  absorbed,  whilst  for  its 
maintenance  the  prices  of  licenses  would  have  to  ba 
doubled,  that  is,  if  the  work  ia  to  be  left  entirely  to  the 
oonservatora.  An  angler  of  forty  years'  standing,  writing 
from  Paignton,  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
depletion  is  caused  to  a  great  extent  by  the  pollution  of 
the  rivers.  He  refers  particularly  to  the  Erme,  between 
Ivjbridge  and  Ermingtor.,  and  the  Dart,  between 
Buckfa^tleifjh  and  Totnes,  polluted  by  chemicals  from 
the  manufactories.  He  saya  he  has  known  the 
stench  to  be  so  bad  that  he  has  been  compelled 
to  hurry  past  at  a  run.  Whilst  I  should  not 
like  to  say  that  matters  were  as  bad  as  that,  I  have 
continually  referred  in  thfse  no'ea  to  the  injury  which  is 
being  done  to  tha  fishing  of  the  Dart  by  the  cocstant 
pollutions.  And  it  does  not  seem  that  the  preventive 
measures  taken  by  the  local  authorities  are  satiefactory— 
at  least,  not  up  to  the  present.   Of  course,  it  really  resti 


with  the  county  council  to  see  that  their  byelawe  are 
strictly  enforced.  The  Sheriff  of  Devon  mentioned  at 
Mr.  Shrubsole's  lecture  that  when  he  first  came  to  the 
county,  some  twenty  years  ago,  he  could  catch  100  to  150 
salmon  in  the  Torridge  and  Ookment,  and  that  now  he 
could  scarcely  get  a  decent  fieh.  Gen.  Pursis  referred  to 
the  pollutioa  of  the  Culm,  and  so  the  complaints  come 
with  respect  to  most  streams.  It  seems  a  waste  of  money 
to  restock  when  it  ia  known  that  theaa  pollutions  exist ; 
but  it  is  hoped,  as  the  result  of  the  work  of  the  committee 
which,  I  believe,  has  been  formed  to  go  into  the  whole 
question,  that  some  practical  good  will  be  attained, — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlislel.— The  close  of  the  angling  season  has 
been  disappointing.  There  are  a  good  many  salmon  in  the 
river,  but  the  weather  has  been  so  unsettled,  and  the  river 
so  often  disturbed,  that  fish  took  badly.  On  Nov.  10,  the 
Corby  Castle  keeper  killed  one,  241b. ;  Capt.  Broadhurst, 
one,  18ib  ,  in  the  Edenhall  water;  and  Mr.  Shaw  and 
party,  three,  in  Barron  Wood.  Oa  the  11th,  Mr.  E.  L. 
Rosenioge  had  one,  201b.,  at  Little  Corby.  On  the  12ih, 
Mr.  Mad  nes  had  two,  251b.,  22^1b. ;  Mr.  C.  Liddell,  one, 
201b.,  at  Warwick  Hall ;  and  Mr.  Cookson,  one,  91b.,  in 
the  same  water.  The  water  was  naver  in  order  again, 
except  for  a  short  time  on  the  morning  of  the  last  day 
(the  15th),  when  Dr.  Norman  landed  one,  201b.,  in  the 
Cargo  water  ;  and  Mr.  Rae,  one,  101b.,  at  Little  Corby. 
I  am  told  that  the  new  salmon  hatchery  near  Holme 
Wrangle  will  be  ready  to  commence  work  in  about  a  week, 
and  that  a  quantity  of  ova  is  expected  to  ba  obtained  from 
fish  in  the  Lowther  river,  where  they  are  very  numerous.— 
Silver  Grey. 

£x8  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  drier  and  colder 
than  of  late,  consequently  more  activity  has  been  shown 
by  the  j  ick  hunters,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  good  fish 
have  had  to  cave  in.  The  beat  specimen  for  the  past  week 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Geo.  Smyth,  who  had  the  good 
fortune  to  grass  a  grand  fish  of  161b.  weight,  in  fine  con- 
dition and  prime  fighting  form.  The  second  best  was 
secured  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  in  the  shape  of  a  12-pounder, 
a  very  handsome  female  fish.  Both  fish  came  from  the 
river  Exe,  near  Thorverton,  and  their  demise  will  ba  hailed 
with  delight  by  all  trout  anglers.  Several  other  smaller 
pike  from  31b.  to  51b.  each  have  been  taken  in  Cowley 
backwaters,  Mr.  G.  Street  scoring  three  tish  in  a  very 
short  time  yesterday  (Taesday). — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Xiinua.  and  Cambe.).— 
Angling  of  late  baa  been  interfered  with  by  the  rainstorms 
of  the  last  two  weeks  or  so.  Anglers  have  been  few,  and 
their  sport  has  not  been  of  the  best.  As  soon  as  the  rain- 
storms  moderate,  unless  it  bfcotnes  frosty,  we  may  expfoi 
a  revival  in  roach  fishing.  Pike  fishing  is  carried  on  with 
varjiog  success  on  the  Welland,  Forty-foot,  &o.  A 
specimt n  from  the  former  district  scaling  nearly  121b.  ia 
reported,  but  thoea  taken  on  the  Forty-foot  and  other 
waters  generally  run  on  the  small  side.  Weeds  are  dying 
down  now  fast. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  showery  weather 
of  the  last  week  has  moilarated  the  attendance  of  viaitora 
in  the  lower  district.  There  has  been  nothing  to  complain 
of,  however,  in  either  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the  takes 
individually.  Both  pike  and  roach  have  been  of  rare  size. 
Live  bjit  has  accounted  for  some  good  pike,  and  a  speci- 
men taken  in  the  Haxey  district  the  other  day  scaled  13|lb. 
Several  capital  pike  have  also  been  taken  by  swimming 
live  bait.  Among  the  roach  fishers  the  best  take  reported 
was  seven  fine  fish,  scaling  7ib.,  the  beet  being  lib.  9oz  , 
taken  by  the  ewimming  maggot.  One  of  the  best  places 
for  both  pike  and  roach  ia  reported  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  first  gate  on  the  hauliug  path  of  the  river,  in  the 
direction  of  Park  station. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mil's,  Mildwhall,  Prickwillow, 
Islehsm,  West  Row).— A  charming  week  for  angling, 
and  some  very  good  caiches  have  been  made.  I  tried  the 
famous  old  Mill  Pool  at  Barton  Mills  on  Thursday  lest, 
15th,  and  took  a  nice  lot  of  good  roach  and  dace.  Some 
London  anglers,  fishing  with  me,  were  very  pleased  to  see 
such  fine  dace  and  roach.  Friday  we  tried  for  pike.  I 
managed  to  land  a  brace  of  nice  fiah,  not  large,  6Jlb.  the 
biggest.  There  are  plenty  of  pike  now  all  along  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  water.  I  should  recommend  pike  fishers  to 
try  from  the  Cross  Banks  down  to  laleham.  Good  banks 
all  the  way  and  excellent  pike  water.  I  hope  to  place  a 
consignment  of  trout  in  some  of  the  Lirk  tributaries  very 
snortly,  under  the  sapervision  of  Mr.  Howlett,  the  supeiin- 
teuder.t  of  the  river.  I  hear,  alsOj  he  is  taking  up  the 
stray  fiah  from  the  dykes  and  placing  them  in  the  stream. 
—Raven. 

Ii9a.— The  river,  although  improved  in  condition,  iattill 
bright  in  most  reach? g,  and,  in  conacquence  of  the  con- 
tinued foul  state  of  the  bottom,  few  roach  anglers  have 
been  meeting  with  sport,  la  the  public  waters  results 
have  been  very  quiet  and  the  beet  takes  of  roach  I  cm 
hear  of  have  only  weighed  71b.  and  5lb.,  taken  in  the  Bye 
House  and  Ware  districts  respectively.  The  Broadwater, 
above  St.  Margaret's  Look,  baa  yielded  a  few  nioe  class 
roach,  also  some  pike,  one  of  the  latter  scalirg  between 
81b.  and  9lb,  Two  anglers  have  had  a  nioe  show  of  pike 
and  perch  in  the  Waitham  Abbey  district.  At  Ware  and 
Hertford  results  have  again  been  far  from  satisfactory. 
Anglers  visiting  the  Stort  have  fared  no  better,  and  until 
both  the  main  river  aid  the  tributaries  have  baen 
thoroughly  scoured  out  I  am  afraid  it  wil  continue  to  be 
a  case,  taken  all  round,  of  light  baskets. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItXLgg  and  Arrow  (Liominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down  and  a  nica  level,  and  are 
cleared  and  running  in  order  for  grayling  fishing.  The 
weather  has  baen  cold,  and  bad  for  anglers  to  get  out, 
thera  being  a  drizzling  rain  at  times,  but  it  has  not  inter- 
fered with  the  river.  The  flash  of  water  has  done  good, 
as  it  has  cleared  the  leaves  and  rubbish,  and  grayling  have 
been  inclined  to  rise  during  the  day.   A  few  anglers  have 


been  out,  and  used  fly,  worm,  maggot,  and  grasshopper, 
but  sport  has  not  been  good,  but  with  fine  weather  and  a 
little  frost  some  good  grayling  should  be  taken  in  both 
streams.    The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

JtVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kintrsiand).— 
Rivers  sink  slowly.  They  are  not  too  much  stained  for 
bottom  fishing,  and  if  the  present  dry  weather  continues 
will  be  fishable  by  close  of  present  week,  Best  flies  should 
be  Mid  Blue,  Willow,  Iron  Blue.  Autumn  Hare's  Ear, 
Red  Tag,  Red  Palmer,  and  G.'een  Insect.  Sink  and  draw ; 
worm  and  maggot  ate  all  likely  to  afford  sport.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

£ieue  (Peterborongrh).— With  the  colder  weather 
and  more  favourable  conditions  pike  have  been  well  on  the 
feid  during  the  past  week  in  this  district,  and  some  good 
sport  has  resulted.  Several  have  been  taken  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  boathouse  near  Peterborough  Bridge,  but 
none  heavier  than  between  5ib.  avd  61b.  ButatOundle, 
t  velve  miles  from  Peterborough,  one  of  thn  "  whoppers  " 
has  been  captured  by  Mr.  W.  Betts,  of  the  Nag's  Heid  ;  it 
weighed  16|lb.  In  the  same  waters  another  good  one  was 
saeured  by  Mr.  Dring,  scaling 9ib.  Bream  have  also  been 
caught  freely  in  the  Peterborough  district.  Although  we 
have  had  almost  continuous  rain  for  a  few  days,  the  river 
is  not  so  full  of  water  as  might  be  expected. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywdll  Perry).— Water  in  fine  condition 
for  pike  tistiing.  A  lot  of  small  and  medium  sized  ones 
taken  this  week;  the  largest,  91b.,  taken  on  Nov,  18, 
which  Mr.  Maclean  has  sent  up  to  Wells,  of  Nunhead,  to 
be  set  up,  it  being  a  very  finely  formed  fish.  Anglers 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  taking  jack 
before  the  snow  arrives. — A.  Scard, 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Pike  are  beginning  to  feed 
better,  and  several  have  been  taken  during  the  last  few 
days,  but  they  have  run  small.  The  best  that  I  have  heard 
of  since  my  last  report  was  taken  on  Saturday  by  Mr. 
Newell,  and  scaled  6|lb. ;  he  took  several  others  of  41b. 
to  5lb.  Local  anglers  have  had  fair  sport,  as  far  as  number 
ia  concerned.  On  Tuesday  Dr.  Foley,  fishing  for  jick 
with  a  live  dace,  got  a  chub  of  31b.  6oz, ;  the  water  is  a 
nioa  colour  for  pike  fishing,  but  we  want  more  stream. — 
W.  N. 

Stour  (Bares,  Suffolk).- The  weather  having  turned 
colder,  and  the  water  getting  into  better  colour,  roach 
fishing  has  greatly  improved.  On  Nov.  17  a  local  angler, 
fishing  the  tannery  swim,  had  a  nice  bag  of  roaoh,  the  two 
heaviest  going  lib.  4  z.  and  lib.  3oz.  Although  several 
anglers  were  out  on  Nov.  18,  not  much  was  dons,  the  wind 
being  very  rough,  the  heaviest  bag  being  about  101b. 
Several  pike  were  landed,  hut  nothing  large,  heaviest  51b. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  there  has  been  a  good  stream  on  and 
the  water  slightly  coloured,  and  some  good  roach  up  to  lib. 
each  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers,  but  if  no  more 
heavy  showers  come,  I  am  afraid  the  water  will  be  on  the 
clear  side  by  Nov.  25. — W.  T.  Bainbridoe. 

Snssex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — We  have  had  quite  suflioient  rain  for  the  present, 
as  rivers  are  running  bank  high  and  thick,  putting  all 
chance  of  sport  out  of  the  question.  One  thing  favourable 
is  the  clearance  of  the  accumulation  of  weeds  and  debris. 
Should  the  weather  hold  fine,  the  Ouse  will  be  in  good 
order  by  the  end  of  the  week,  with  every  prospect  of  good 
sport.  The  tidal  portion  of  the  Ouse,  the  Adur,  and 
Cuokmere  soon  clear.  Some  few  bream  were  taken  from 
the  Cuokmere  on  the  18th,  but  nothing  heivy.  The 
Bother  is  running  full  and  strong,  and  sport  is  at  a 
discount.  The  canal  at  Chichester,  which  ia  not  affected 
by  np-country  floods,  is  in_  good  order,  bar  weeds ;  but 
these  are  gradually  dispersing.  A  few  visitors  have  tried 
the  water  during  the  week,  A  pike  of  4Jlb.  wag  taken  on 
Tuesday  near  Donningtoa  with  live  snap,  and  a  gmalUr 
fiah  with  live  gorge  by  a  local  angler.  The  big  bream  are 
not  feeding  well.  Nothing  over  Hlb.  has  come  under  my 
notice.  The  smaller  fry  feed  f reeJy ;  but  they  can  well  be 
spired,  as  the  water  is  teeming  with  small  bream  ard 
roaoh.  The  river  has  baen  rough  for  harbour  fishing,  and 
owing  to  tha  mild  weather  but  few  snipe  or  wildfowl  have 
been  seen. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iiudlow).— The  T*  m  nn  this  part  has  now  gone 
down  uad  cleared,  and  ig  ruauing  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  was  very  bad  up  to  the  end  of  laat 
week,  when  it  cleared  a  little,  and  very  little  rain  having 
been  had  since  Friday,  the  water  soon  bagan  to  run  cleat 
and  get  in  fishing  order.  The  foggy  mornings  have 
brought  grayling  on  the  feed,  and  the  flush  of  water  has 
cleared  the  river,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  are  now 
greatly  improved.  Angling  has  been  slow ;  only  a  few  rods 
have  been  out,  but  grayling  have  been  rising  between 
eleven  and  three  at  tha  fly.  The  flies  to  use  are  the  Red 
Tag,  Willow,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Hare's  Ear, 
and  Silver  Twisted  Blue.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  trying 
worm  and  maggot,  and  some  dace  and  roach  have  been 
landed.  Sport  should  bo  had  with  gracghopper  in  the 
deep  water ;  this  ia  a  sure  killer  on  a  foggy  morning. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  tried  with  live  bait,  but  sport  has  been 
rather  slow.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  a  few  nice  fish 
ware  taken  with  the  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Ciun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  order,  and  with  fine  weather  the 
prospects  for  sport  in  all  the  streams  is  good,  and  good 
grayling  will  be  landed,— S.  Ludloti^. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— "rhe  Teme  has  now  gone  down, 
and  is  getting  in  good  fishing  order,  having  cleared  nicely. 
The  weather  has  been  dull  and  cold,  with  foggy  mornings, 
bat  very  little  rain  has  been  had  since  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  the  river  soon  changed  for  the  beat.  The  flush  of 
water  has  done  good,  as  it  has  cleared  all  tha  leaves  and 
rubbish  out  of  the  river,  and  since  Monday  grayling  have 
baen  more  inclined  to  move,  and  have  been  rising  during 
the  middle  of  the  day.  Salmon  have  been  seen  going  up 
stream  to  the  spawning  beds.  Sport  has  been  glow  this 
week,  but,  with  fine  WQather,the  prospects  will  be  good.— 
Worcester. 
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Welland  (Market  Dsepin^).— Pike  have  been  well 
on  the  feed  in  the  waters  in  this  district  daring  the  ptafc 
week.  Mr.  Charity  captured  six,  in  good  condition,  one 
day,  and  three  more  another  day,  the  largest  51b.  Mr. 
Spendelow  succeeded  in  landing  three,  aud  Mr.  Boyden, 
foar.  Chub  have  also  baen  in  evidence,  as  one  gentleman 
in  a  few  hours  landed  thirteen,  weighing  391_b.  Mr. 
Charity  alao  caught  a  fion  chub,  scaiintr  3ilb..  with  a  live 
bait  on  snap  tackle.  On  Saturday  an  f  xtraordinary  citch 
of  pike  was  secured  by  Mr.  Steward,  of  Peterborough,  at 
Peakirk,  near  Market  Deeping.  In  all  he  captured  eleven 
pike,  weighing  601b.,  the  heaviest  about  111b. — E  A.  S. 

Withum,  Ao.  (Mtd-^inooXniiiilre).— Boachiog  in 
the  drains  about  Boston  is  rather  poor  sport,  though 
about  Mount  Pleasant  the  waters  are  in  capital  condition, 
but  pike  fishers  have  had  better  luck,  especially  with  live 
bait.  A  good  many  fish  have  been  caught,  but  none,  I 
fancy,  above  51b.  The  river  has  been  flashed,  but  only 
those  stretting  the  line,  which  has  been  almost  necsssary, 
have  bsen  succesaful  among  roach,  acd  these  mostly 
in  the  lower  watsis  Live  biit  has  tean  rf sponsible 
for  some  fairly  good  pike  fishing.  One  of  the  best  efforts 
was  one  of  three  fish,  scaling  201b.,  taken  at  Chapel  Hill, 
below  Dogdyke.  Some  pretty  good  catches  are  also 
rfported  from  Kirkstead,  and  also  from  Bardney.  The 
Siacil  Dyke,  £ind  also  the  Bain,  have  furnished  fair  sport, 
the  best  baskets  on  the  latter  running  up  to  121b.  in  the 
way  of  roach. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The  above 
rivers  have  fined  down  a  great  deal  since  last  week,  and  are 
now  in  fair  condition  for  fly  fishing  for  the  time  of  the 
year,  and  a  good  average  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on 
both  streams  ;  a  few  nice  grayling  have  been  taken  ;  but  as 
the  fly-fishing  season  is  far  advanced,  I  would  recommend 
fly  fishermen  to  take  advantage  of  the  least  bit  of  bright 
weather  that  may  come ;  and  the  time  the  fish  rise  is  only 
about  one  hour,  between  11  a.m.  and  3  p.m.  The  best 
mode  to  secure  a  diah  of  graylicg  is  to  swim  the  worm 
(oockspur)  or  gentle.  Useful  flies  :  Needle  Fly,  Cooper's 
Farcy,  Furnace  Hackle,  Ash  Dun^  Little  Chap,  and 
Black  Gnat. — Doiterel. 

Tore,  Swa'e,  Whazfa,  NidcF,  Dezwent,  Ouss, 
&o.  cYorSshire). — I  had  nice  epoit  pike  fishing  in  the 
first  named  river  recently  and  caught  three  fish  in  an 
hour's  angling.    The  recent  freshets  have  enabled  the 
salmon  to  reach  the  tpawning  beds.    They  are  not 
numerous,  hut  there  are  more  running  up  the  Bishopdale, 
Button,  and  other  tiibutaries  than  there  has  been  for 
years  before  the  rod  season  closed.  Several  anglers  caught 
fish,  amODgat  them  being  the  Bight  Hon.  Ford  Bolton  and 
Mr.  John  Willis,  the  largest  fish,  one  of  171b.,  falling  to 
the  rod  of  the  latter  gentleman.    During  the  past  day  or 
two  grayling  Esbing  has  improved,  hut  the  weather  is  too 
dull  and  heavy  for  good  sport  with  the  fly.   With  a  little 
brighter  weather,  and  a  sharp  frost  or  two,  good  bags 
should  ba  made.  The  Swale  and  its  tributaries  are  running 
nicely  to-day,  after  a  week  or  more  of  unsettled  water  end 
bad  weather.   Consequently  very  few  rods  have  ventured 
out,  and  the  takes  of  fish  have  ruled  very  small.  The 
other  day  a  well-known  Northallerton  amateur  tried  his 
luck  in  the  muddy  water  of  the  Swale,  and  after  an  hour 
or  two  he  retired  with  five  grayling  in  his  pannier,  all  of 
which  had  been  taken  by  swimming  the  small  cookspur 
worm.   Mr.  Nicholas  Smithson,  of  Northallerton,  who 
was  out  on  private  water  the  other  day,  managed  to  creel 
a  few  grayling;  and  another  Northallorton  angler,  who 
was  out  on  Monday  afternoon  for  an  hour  or  two  on 
Bed  ale  Beck,  at  Leeming  Mill,  showed  two  or  three  nice 
roach  and  d«ce,  which  were  taken  by  swimming  the  worm. 
A  devoted  band  of  anglers  from  York  visited  this  stretch 
of  water  on  Saturday,  and  they  were  eaid  not  only 
to  have  erjjved  themselves,  but  to  have  had  fair  sport. 
During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  very  change- 
able, and  as  far  as  angling  is  concerned  it,  has  been  almoi't 
a  blank  owing  to  cur  West  Riding  rivers  being  bank 
full  up  to  Saturday  last.    However,  the  atmosphere 
changed  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  the  nights  being  rather 
frosty,  whici  enabled  the  Wharfe  to  run  down  consider- 
ably.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  districts  of 
Appletreewick,  Barden,  and  Burnsall.    Sport  amcnifst  the 
grayling  has  ruled  poor.   A  few  members  of  Ilkley 
Angling  Club  have  been  out   in  the  distiiot  of  Ben 
Rhydding.    Sport  has  been  moderate.    Very  few  followers 
of  the  gentle  art  have  been  out  between  Otley,  Poole,  and 
Harewood.    Between  Woodhall,  Collingham  Bridge,  and 
Wetherby  a  _  few  rods  have  been  out.     On  Monday 
Messrs.  Collier  and  Gunnee  had  fair  sport  amongst 
the  grayling,  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  got  chiefly  by 
swimming  the  maggot  on  a  No.  13  snecb  crystal  hook, 
Mr.  Gnnnee's  best  fish  beicg  a  chub  weighing  21b.  5|cz. 
From  Wetherby  to  Thorpe  Arch  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out ;  several  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  got,  ranging 
from  one  brace  to  five,  chiefly  got  with  cockepor  worm. 
Very  few  hive  been  out  in  the  district  of  Tadcaster  during 
the  last  few  days.   On  the  Derwent  anglers  have  not  bad 
an  enjoyable  time,  on  account  of  the  rain  and  wind  which 
prevailed  last  week.    Most  of  the  rivers  at  the  beginning 
of  this  week  were  reported  out  of  condition,  but  prospects 
ate  improving,  some  of  the  streams  having  fined  down 
considerably.   Fly  fishermen  are  looking  forward  to  better 
sport ;  bottom  fishers  have  had  the  best  sport  of  late.  The 
frosiy  weather  at  the  commencement  of  the  week  gave  the 
pike  Ushers  better  hope ;  even  with  the  return  of  the  mild 
weather  they  have  not  done  amiss.    On  private  water 
Dr.  Broadbent  had  good  sport,  securing  eight  fish,  the 
heaviest  weighing  about  81b.,  the  best  lure  being  live 
bait  fished  on  a  Jardine  snap  tackle.    Reports  from  the 
Nidd  are  meagre  in  interest,  though  the  rains  which  have 
fallen  will  have  greatly  improved  the  river  of  its  filthy 
condition.   A  spell  of  froat  would  do  good,  though  at 
present  there  seems  no  likelihood  of  it.    Swimming  the 
worm  ard  geatla  for  grajliog  would  le  undertaken  with 
letter  chances  of  success  if  a  tovchcf  winterly  weather 


was  experienced .  A  few  nice  pike  have  been  taken  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Borobridge,  on  the  Ure,  last  week-end.  Messrs. 
Cartman  and  Fawcett  had  very  good  sport  amongst  the 
pike  ciui?ht  by  spinning.  A  few  Leeds  anglers  ventured 
out  on  Monday  at  Borobridge.  Sport  amongst  the  roach 
and  dace  was  only  moderate.  Thi  water  was  in  fair  con- 
dition. Should  the  weather  take  up  the  best  grayling  flies  to 
ensure  sport  are  Blue  Hawk,  Red  Tag,  Bradghaw's  Fancy, 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple, 
changing  them  according  to  state  of  the  water  and 
atmosphere.  The  Ouse,  Derwent,  and  Rye  will  have 
assumed  their  normal  condition  after  the  recent  rains,  and, 
the  weather  being  mild,  quite  a  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  some  of  them  en  joying  capital  sport  amongst  the 
grayling,  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  The  various  ttibutarifs 
of  the  above  have  yielded  gicd  baskets  of  grayling,  both  to 
fly  and  worm.  The  Blue  Hawk,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Wiok- 
ham's  Fancy,  and  Red  Tag  are  proving  good  killing  flies 
just  now.  On  the  Ouse  not  so  many  anglers  have  bjen 
fesn  out  in  the  district  of  Clifton,  Bishopthorpe,  and 
Nabnrn  Lock.  The  best  sport  has  been  had  amongst  the 
roach  ;  a  few  biskets  weighing  about  7ib.  to  101b.  have 
baen  got,  but  the  average  size  of  fish  ran  small. — John  E. 
Miller,  Ncrthern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station 
Street,  L^eds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffaliise). — The  spawning  season  on  the 
river  Deveron  is  progressing  favourably.  The  water  baa 
been  in  pretty  high  condition  since  the  close  of  the  red 
fishing.  It  is  reported  that  the  number  of  gravid  fish 
in  the  upper  waters  is  in  excess  of  previous  years.  The 
wet  weather  is  giving  place  to  dry,  and  there  has  been 
keen  frost  since  the  beginning  of  this  week.  At  the 
Banff  Sheriff  Court,  on  the  15tb,  on  the  complaint  of 
Mr.  Francis  George,  solicitor,  B^nff,  clerk  to  the  Fishery 
Board  of  the  district  of  the  river  Deveron,  Thomas  West, 
Skelton-street,  Buohanhaven,  occunier  of  the  salmon 
fishings  at  Downie-shore  and  Killykhan,  Gamrie,  was 
charged  with  a  contravention  cf  ihe  Salmon  Fisheries 
(Scot.)  Act  in  so  far  as  during  the  weekly  close  time  be- 
tween six  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  Saturdiiy,  18th,  and  six 
o'clock  of  the  morning  of  Monday,  Aug.  20:h  last,  omitted 
or  neglected  to  have  removed  the  netting  of  the  leaders 
of  two  bag-nets  used  by  him  at  the  fishery  ooaupied  by  him, 
whereof  he  was  liable  to  forfeiture  of  said  nets  and  to  a 
penalty  of  £10  for  each  leader  so  removed,  and  £2  for 
every  salmon  taken  or  killed.  Accused  pleaded  guilty, 
and  was  fined  £2  10s.  for  each  bag-net,  with  £1  of 
expenses.  A  meeting  of  the  Deveron  District  Fishery 
Board  was  held  on  Saturday  last.  The_ valuation  of  the 
fishings  was  stated  to  be  £3191  6s.,  an  ir crease,  as  com- 
pared with  last  year,  of  £113  Is.  3d. — H.  W. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Reports  from  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  &c. ,  all  agree  that  a 
large  head  of  gravid  fish  is  now  well  forward,  having  been 
assisted  greatly  by  the  recent  flood,  lasting  off  and  on 
from  the  middle  of  September  last.  Fish  are  being 
observed  further  inland  than  has  bsen  the  case  for  a  great 
many  years  back,  especially  on  the  Don.  Spawning 
operations  are  in  full  progress  in  the  head  waters  and  side 
streams,  the  late  frosts  having  brought  down  these  to 
moderate  size.  Last  week  some  sixteen  degrees  of  frost 
was  registered  at  Braemar,  and  the  pools  iu  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  all  covered  with  a  good  coating  of 
ice.  This  is  somewhat  early  in  the  season,  but 
otherwise  welcome  after  such  a  time  cf  spates. 
A  very  large  number  of  poaching  cases  have  been  up  in 
the  County  Courts  from  Tweed  to  Spey,  chiefly  rustics 
"  burning  the  water,"  and  fines  of  Ss.  and  7b.  6d.  have 
been  the  order  of  the  day.  A  variation  from  the  usual 
ocenrred  on  Tuesday  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court,  when 
Mitchell,  a  professional  poacher,  was  sent  thirty  days  to 
prison  for  assaulting  Harvey,  another  professional,  who 
has  been  many  times  convicted,  on  the  public  road  on 
Monday  evening.  They  had  been  returning  from  a 
poaching  excursion,  in  which  they  were  unsuccessful, 
when  the  younger  man  took  his  revenge  on  the  elder,  who 
is  beginning  to  get  frail,  owing  to  the  nature  of  his 
occupation,  as  the  public  procurator  remarked,  amidst  the 
laughter  of  the  court.  "The  Deveron  Fishery  Board  have 
fixed  their  annual  assessment  at  53.  4d.  in  the  £,  being 
3d.  less  than  last  year,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  rental. 
— G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  rivers  are  beginning  to 
run  down  a  bit  after  a  month's  almost  continuous  flood. 
The  number  of  spawning  fish  in  the  Maine,  Bush,  Margy, 
and  the  Co.  Down  white  trout  streams,  is  large,  and 
everything  points  to  a  favourable  season.  If  protection 
was  in  anyway  adtqaategood  results  would  follow,  but 
with  miles  of  unprotected  spawning  grounds  at  the  mercy 
cf  the  poacher,  what  can  be  expected.  Of  the  spawning 
salmon  over  the  livets  of  Antrim  and  Down  it  i^  safe  to 
say  that  not  10  per  cent,  will  reach  the  sea  again.  Pro- 
tection, not  legislation,  is  wanted  iu  the  first  instance. 
We  are  glad  to  note  several  successful  prosecutions  against 
knights  of  the  gaff  and  net. — J.  A.  B. 

Tyrone  Hivers. — The  floods  in  the  Mourne,  Black- 
water,  Bailinderry,  Roe,  Derg,  Finn,  and  other  rivers  of 
Tyrone  have  bien  unprecedented  for  many  years.  It  is 
feared  that  the  rush  of  water  in  the  Mourne  has  do  ne  a 
good  deal  of  damage  to  the  spawning  beds,  some  of  which 
have  baen  tora  away,  to  the  destruction  of  salmon  and 
trout  ova  deposited  therein.  In  a  lesser  degree  damage 
has  been  done  in  other  rivers.  Now  that  the  rivers  are 
lower,  poaching  is  rampant.  At  Newtoustewart  Petty 
Sessions  last  week  two  fellows,  named  Edward  O'Neill 
atd  Charles  Doggan,  were  fined  in  £i  and  costs  for  gaffing 
salmon  in  the  Mourne.  Special  bailiffs  are  on  doty  on  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Bailinderry  and  the  Blackwater. — 
J.  A.  B, 


SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  weak  ending  Friday, 
Nov.  30.   Tides  decrease  daily  : 


Sat.    Son.  Hop.  I  Tnes.  Wed    Th  Trl. 


Scarborongh 


Varmoath  ...„„ 

Lowestoft   

Aldebnrgh   

Harwich   


Buruham-on-  ) 
Crouch) 

Southend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad- ■! 
stairs,  &  Kam8-> 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  , 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  ) 

Newhaven   


Shorebam  and) 
.  Southwick  ( 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hay  ling  Island) 

Plymouth   


11.11 
11.44 


WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Telegraph. — Friday,  Nov.  23. 

Maegate. — W. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgatk. — W. ;  smooth. 
Deab. — S.W. ;  smooth. 
Dover.— W. ;  light ;  smooth. 
Hastings. — N.W. ;  smooth. 


Ballinsbelligs. — The  weather  is  now  fine  and  frosty, 
and  sport  good.  On  Monday,  two  boats,  each  holding  four 
anglsrs,  got  331  and  346 fish resp actively ;  the  takes  princi- 
pally consisted  of  gurnard  and  whiting.  Two  anglers  out 
for  a  couple  of  hours  caught  twenty-eight  pollack  averag- 
ing about  71b.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycitton. — The  weather  having  got  very  calm,  sea 
angling  has  been  resumed  with  fair  success  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  whiting,  &3.  Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
however  ;  prospects  good  for  next  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Bamham-on-Cronoh.  —  Since  last  Tuesday  the 
anglers  have  been  having  some  very  good  sport  with  the 
whiting,  dabs,  and  pouting.  On  Nov.  13,  W.  Hawes, 
jun.,  and  a  friend  cinght  150  v.?ry  good  whiting,  dabs,  and 
pouting,  one  of  the  latter  fish  weighing  lib.  6jz.  George 
Bourne  has  had  several  parties  out,  who  have  had  good 
takes  cf  fish,  but  the  week  generally  has  been  very 
unfavourable  for  the  rod  anglers,  as  the  rain  has  been 
falling  very  heavily  and  continuously,  sometimes  blowiog 
a  gale  of  wind.  On  Nov.  18  eleven  boats  wich  parties 
were  Sshir  gin  the  Cricksea  Ferry  hola,  but  the  takes  of 
fish  were  small  iu  compirison  with  the  previous  days.  I 
had  two  friends  out  with  Cooper,  but  our  united  take  was 
thirty-nine  fish,  some  of  the  whiting  running  small.  A 
lady  and  gentleman,  out  nith  Harvey,  fishing  j as t  below 
our  boats,  kept  hauling  whiting  up  two  at  a  time ;  the 
lady  especially  was  very  fortunate.  We  all  expected  to 
have  had  heavier  baskets,  but  the  fish  seemed  to  have 
vacated  their  usual  haunt.  We  put  it  down  to  the  strong 
northerly  wind. — J.  Weight. 

Bti>nliaiai-on-Croueh  — Saveral  anglers  were  down 
oa  Nov.  18,  but  the  sport  was  poor,  as  the  east  wind  had 
set  in  a  day  beforehand,  as  tha  fish  go  to  deep  water.  Mr. 
Walker,  hon.  see.  of  the  Greiham  Angling  Sjciety,  and 
friend,  p  loted  by  William  Yardley  on  the  yacht  Muss 
Rose;  Mr.  Church  acd  friend  were  out  with  William 
Hawes,  jun.,  on  the  Invicta,  acd  gos  a  few  good  whiting 
and  a  lot  cf  small  ones.  The  tides  will  bs  good  from  the 
25ch  to  the  end  of  the  week,  and  anglers  should  come  down 
in  the  week  and  get  plenty  cf  good  sport  as  there  are  aa 
many  fish  now  as  there  will  be  this  season.  Fe.vcadliog 
are  in  the  river,  and  a  lot  cf  whitirg,  only  vary  small. 
Anglers  want  to  engage  boat  and  bait  a  clay  before  they  go, 
as  bait  is  vtry  hard  to  get.  I  oan  recommecd  William 
Hawes,  jun.,  as  a  good  fellow  to  wait  on  you,  as  I  have 
been  out  with  him  three  seasons. — W.  Teacham. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).- The  weather  has  been  very 
favourable  since  Sunday,  and  sport  has  been  good  among 
the  few  anglers  who  have  been  out.  The  prospects  for  the 
next  few  days  are  bright,  as  the  sea  is  quite  calm  and  the 
weather  pi  events  a  very  settled  appearance. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Fier).— Strong  winds,  ranging  betx'een 
north  and  east,  have  prevailed  with  more  or  less  per- 
sistency since  Saturday  last,  and  rendered  boat  fishing 
almost  out  of  the  question.   Pier  anglers,  few  in  number, 
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have  daily  tempted  sport  with  more  or  less  suooesa,  the 
colour  of  the  vater  provioR  anything  but  oondupive  to 
sport.  Messrs  Burgpss,  Menioo  Philips,  Ruegif,  Gandier, 
Be-sl-y,  Welch,  GilbfrtsoQ.  Z  lehnsdorf,  Hamphreys, 
Thomas,  Brooks,  Hiobmott,  Wirkham,  BridReman, 
Williams,  Thirley,  and  Tent,  toge' har  with  Mrs.  Manioo 
and  Mrs.  Wil  Uma,  hive  fished  daily  for  some  few  hours, 
but  their  resultant  catches  have  proved  somewhat  meagre, 
though  several  fortunate  rodsters  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  very  fair  bags  of  codling,  whiting,  and  pouting, 
the  general  run  of  the  latter  leaving  Httb  to  be  desired. 
Given  a  change  of  wind  to  south  or  south-west,  good  sport 
be  anticipated —J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S  ) 
Deal. — The  latter  part  of  week  brought  down  a  large 
number  of  angling  gentlemen  for  the  B  8. A  S.  annuil 
competition  ;  some  put  out  for  Saturday's  fishing,  but 
owing  to  the  strong  northerly  wind  blowing  no  fi^h  of  any 
importance  were  landed.  On  Nov.  18  gale  N.E.,  with 
high  sea  and  heavy  rain.  On  Nov.  20  the  gale  had  not 
abated,  and  owiog  to  the  heavy  high  seas  the  committee 
were  compelled  to  nut  the  last  two  days'  competition  off, 
and  Dec.  2  and  3  being  suitable  tides,  the  committee 
decided  that  the  two  remaining  days'  competition  take 
place  on  the  above  dates.  Tuesday,  wind  easterly; 
moderate,  the  water  like  soup  ;  a  few  herring  boats  and 
the  sprat  boat  pat  out  and  landed  fair  takes  of  sprats  and 
herrmg  and  a  few  whiting.  Wednesday,  N.N  K.,  fresh  ; 
nothing  done.  Thursday  morning,  wind  N.W.,  water 
smooth.  If  wind  should  backen  in  from  the  S.W.  I 
anticipate  sport.  —  Edvtabd  Hanger  (Kenwvn,  North 
Parade). 

Dingle.— Sea  angling  is  once  more  giving  good  sport  at 
and  around  this  station.  The  fish  prinoipilly  had  were 
u'  8"»'nard,  whiting,  and  haddocks.  Hake  and  ling, 
though  supposed  to  be  numerous,  have  not  afforded  any- 
like  the  usual  sport,  though  one  angler  had  a  dozen 
of  the  former  and  nine  of  the  latter  on  one  day.  At  time 
of  writing  the  outlook  is  very  good,  as  the  weather  is  jast 
the  thing,  though  rather  cold.    Sea  very  calm.— T.  J.  D, 

Hastings.— We  have  had  little  but  rough  weather 
during  the  past  week,  consequently  very  little  boat  fishing 
has  been  done,  but  those  who  have  ventured  out  have  done 
well  notably  Meesrs.  Hancock  and  Jones,  of  Tunbridge 
VVells,  out  with  Tom  Hugh,  jast  over  fifteen  score  of 
whiting  and  flats,  and  one  cod  ot  19|lb.  Shore  fishing  has 
only  been  fair.  Mr.  Watts  has  been  amongst  the  conger. 
^fu^"^  from  the  harboor  works,  on  Monday,  one  of 
131b.  lOoz  ;  and  rne  f)'h  3  z  ,  and  another  of  4Jlb.,  all 
on  rod  and  line. — H.  Dowsett. 

^iy^.o^ili.— The  weather  has  turned  a  little  cooler, 
but  still  It  dofs  not  deter  the  fishermen  from  going  after 
the  mullet  and  bass.  I  was  on  the  water  fcr  an  hour  this 
afternoon,  and  it  was  really  warmer  than  it  was  on  land. 
There  are  some  fine  p->llack  to  be  had  around  the  Asia 
bnoy,  whiffing,  using  a  black  indiarubber  sandeel  as  bait 
and  a  3oz.  lead.  I  find  pollack  are  like  human  beings, 
and  have  their  peculiar  fancies ;  sometimes  they  will  go 
for  the  red  sandeel,  sometimes  for  the  black.  This  week 
they  have  been  all  going  for  the  black,  and  would  not  look 
at  the  red  and  perhaps  next  week  it  will  be  just  the 
reverse.  The  grey  mullet  are  still  on  the  feed  at 
the  Promfnide  Pier,  and  several  dozen  are  taken  daily. 
One  of  out  steam  trawlers  had  a  fine  citoh  of  fish,  which 
she  landed  on  Thurediy  ;  amongst  the  lot  were  about  100 
dozen  of  red  mullet— some  of  the  largest  I  have  seen.  Ijalso 
noticed  a  grpat  number  of  the  "  atgler  "  fish,  which  were 
being  cleaned,  and  the  lower  parts  skinned,  and  sent  away 
by  rail ;  whether  for  consumption  or  not  I  cannot 
fay.  The  flesh  looked  nice  enough,  ai  d  from  the 
contents  of  the  stomach  they  seemed  to  be  very  good 
feeders,  as  they  contained  several  red  mullet  which 
had  evidently  jast  been  swallowed— I  should  almcsfc  think 
after  they  had  been  in  the  trawl,  beciupe  there  was  not 
the  slightest  sign  of  digestive  action.  Some  hundreds  of 
very  fine  doreys  were  also  among  the  catch,  and  a  lot  of 
best  soles.— William  Hearder  (8  S.A.8.). 

Ramsgata  (West  Pier).— The  weather  has  baen 
very  rough  here  for  fishing,  and  not  much  has  been  done. 
On  Saturday  a  gentleman  visiting  Ramsgate  caught  a  nice 
conger  on  mackerel,  and  some  very  fine  whiting;  and  to- 
day (Wednesday)  he  secured .  a  nice  codling.  Last 
Thursday  some  nice  codling  were  caught  on  the  Iron  Pier. 
—Samuel  J.  Sankky. 

Vaientia.— Sport  is  once  more  good  at  all  fish  usually 
haa  here  at  this  season.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few 
days  are  good,  as  the  83a  is  quite  calm  and  the  fish 
numnrous — T.  J.  D. 

Watorville.— The  weather  has  been  very  favour- 
able for  sea  angling,  but  no  boats  have  been  out  from  this 
side  of  the  bay.  Anglers  out  from  Dungegan  report  fish 
numerous  and  sport  good  at  several  points.  Weather  at 
time  of  writing  fine  and  frosty,  and  sea  calm.— T.  J.  D. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  foUowing  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Ohancery-lane,  London,  W.O. 

18,307.    Thomas  Francis  Noon  and  Willie  Smith,  St. 

George's-cresceiit,  Liverpool.  Improvements 
relating  to  anglers'  bait  boxes. 

1/,316.  Egerton  Fitz-Walter  Mnsgrave,  Chancery-lane, 
London.  "  A  new  or  improved  quick-speed 
geared  reel  or  winch  for  fishing  rods  " 

19.348.  Carl  Emil  Baarsen,  South-street,  Finsbury, 
London.  "  Improvements  in  life-boats,  fish- 
ing-boats.  and  the  like." 

19,472.  Herbert  Ernest  Browne,  Lewisham  Park, 
London.  "A  bait  cradle  for  fishing  pur- 
poses." 

19,664,  George  Dickie  Rutherford  Douglas,  Buchanan- 
street,  Glasgow.  "  Improvements  in,  and 
relating  to  fishing  nat?." 


Novaniber  25.  ' 

Allasou  United :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Amicable  Excelsiors :  Match  at  Chertsey. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing  to  Henley. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Competition  at  Pulborough. 

Bittersea  Friendly :  Match. 

Brompton  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Supper  match  at  Reading. 

Collingwo  id  :  Match  at  Staines. 

Crown  and  BuckUnd  :  Lipsed  piize  outing. 

Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Earlsfirld  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 

Good  Intent :  Lapsed  prizs  outing. 

Greenwich :  Sapper  match. 

Harlesden  :  Match  at  Boveney  Weir. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  oviting. 

Junior  Piscatorials :  Match  at  Pangbourne. 

North-Bast  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Park :  Christmas  outing. 

Royal  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Stepney :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Stockwell :  Outing  to  Reading. 

Sundial ;  Outing  to  Taplow. 

Twickenham  Piscatorials  :  Competition.  (Also  Nov.  38) 

United  Brothers  :  Supper  match. 

Walham  Green  :  Sapper  match. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  London  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
November  26. 

Admiral  Blake:  Visit. 

North  London  :  Central  visit. 

Original  Alexandra :  Visit. 

Piscatorial  8  ciety  :  Supper. 
ITovember  27, 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Camden:  A.B.S.  concert. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Annual  supper. 

Peckham  Brotbers:  A.B.S.  concert  and  lantern  lecture 
by  W.  J.  AVade. 

Queen's  Piscatorials :  Visit, 
November  28. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
December  1. 

Lychnobites :  Annual  dinner. 


Deo. 
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9. 

9. 

9. 

9. 

9. 

9, 

9. 

9. 

9.' 

9, 

9. 
10. 
10. 
12. 
12/ 
12.. 
12.. 
20.' 
23.- 
24.. 


— Allason  United :  Christmas  outing. 

— Amicable  Waltonians  :  Christmas  outing. 

— Bostonian  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

— Camden  :  Outing  to  B  iurce  End. 

— Carlton  :  Outirg  to  Richmond, 

—Clifton :  Outing, 

— Cosy  :  Christmas  outing. 

— Limehouse :  Outing. 

— Lincoln  :  Christmas  outing. 

— Royal  George  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 

— Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

—Victoria  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

— Wenlook  :  Christmas  outing. 

— Pitcitorial   Society:    Paper  by  Mr.  A.  R, 

Matthews. 
— Wenlnck  :  Visit. 
— B  S.A  S. :  Smoking  concert. 
— Amicable  Eicelsii  r  :  Christmas  outing. 
— Bloom sbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
— Bostonian  :  Christmas  competition. 
— Dibdin  :  Match  at  King's  Langley. 
— Barlsfield  :  Outing  to  Brighton. 
—Golden  Barbel ;  Match  at  Teddington. 
—Jubilee  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
— North  London  :  Christmas  outing. 
—Peckham  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing, 
— Stratford  :  Outing. 

—Wimbledon  Fiscatotials  :  Christmas  outing. 
—Anchor  and  Hope  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
— Serapis :  Outing. 

— B  S.  A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  Churchwood. 
— Bootle  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Bostonians  :  Lantern  lecture. 
—Shepherd's  Bush :  Sapper. 
—Warwick  :  Visit. 

—Islington  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 
—Albion  Brothers :  Distribution. 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'olook  OH  Thursday 
Bveniug.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dimstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Eepobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visitxxg  Lint.— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the 
Original  Alexandra  A.S.,  Crown  and  Anchor,  Cheshire- 
street,  Bethnal  Green, on  Mondny  next,  Nov.  26.  Anglers 
and  friends  who  win  favour  us  with  their  company  will 
oblige. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District).— A  most 
sucoesstul  return  visit  took  place  at  the  St.  Johns  A.S. 
oil  21st  inst.  Their  spacious  club-room  was  well  filled 
with  some  of  the  best  of  anglers  and  friends.  Amongst 
us  waB  Mr.  Woodruff,   Mr.  Woodruff  spoke  of  the  good 


work  the  A.  A.  was  doing,  and  how  the  A.  A.  was  doing 
its  business.  He  was  loudly  cheered  at  11.15  p.m  ,  and 
called  the  roll,  when  sixteen  societies  were  tuUy  repre- 
sented. There  was  some  of  the  finest  talent  present,  and 
everyone  was  highly  delighted,  thanks  to  secretary 
Thorling  and  members.  We  also  thank  all  who  were 
present.  Our  next  visit  is  on  Dec.  4.  at  Wenlock  A.8., 
Rydon  Arms,  New  Noith-road,  near  Canal  Bridge.— Ben 
Abrahams, 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  —  Ansling  Com- 
petition— I  must  appeal  to  all  those  gentlemen  and 
societies  who  have  offered  prizes  in  the  Nov.  4  A.B.S, 
competition  at  Richmond,  to  be  good  enough  to  forward 
the  same  on,  as  I  am  being  constantly  asked  why  the  dig* 
tribation  of  prizes  has  not  taken  place  ?  It  is,  of  course, 
very  hard  for  me  to  have  to  delay  the  distribution.  If  you 
will  please  oblige  me  I  am  sure  you  are  obliging  the  many 
Buooessful  competitors,  and  in  doing  so  we  can  fix  a  date, 
which  I  hone  I  will  be  able  to  by  your  next  issue  of  Ks/iin;? 
Gazette.  Prizes  can  be  sent  on  to  yours  truly- Ben 
Abrahams,  hon.  secretary,  25,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill 
Gate. 

Admiral  Blale  Angling  Society,  Admiral 
Blake,  Ladbroke  Grove,  Notting  Hill,  N.W.— A  few  of 
our  members  went  out  on  Nov,  18  and  met  with  little 
sacoess.  We  beg  to  remind  all  N.W.  anglers  that  we 
cordially  invite  them  to  our  district  visit  next  Monday, 
Nov.  21,  when  we  shall  have  some  good  talent,  a  good 
host,  Ac— C.  Stedman. 

AUaaon  United  Brother!  AngUnf?  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
Messrs.  Wheeler,  H.  Slack,  and  Ben.  weighed-in  on 
Nov.  18  perch,  roach,  and  gudgeon.  Ben.  had  a  gudgeon 
close  on  2i  z  ,  7in.  long.  Our  cup  competition  takes  place 
on  Nov.  25  at  Windsor  ;  pegged-down  ;  usual  conditions. 
Oar  Chi irtmas  match  is  on  Dec.  2  ;  Thames;  roving;  all 
fish  which  is  usual  in  matches  are  weighable  except  jiok. 
Our  delegates  gave  the  A.  A.  report,  which  was  aooppted. 
For  the  guidance  of  members  who  are  going  to  Windsor 
on  Nov.  25  the  first  through  train  is  9.3  a  m.  (back  part). 
Will  all  those  who  have  received  the  club  notice  please 
find  time  to  put  in  an  appearanoa  on  Wednesday  next  at 
9  p.m.  ?— Ben.  Abrahams. 

&.lm&  Angling  Sooiaty.  Ooa«h  and  Horses,  Portf- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  Nov,  18  several 
members  were  out.  Mr,  Drew  was  the  only  one  to 
weigh-in,  he  having  roacb.— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — We  nad  a  splendid  meetirg  on 
Wednesday  last,  when  some  tusiness  of  importance  was 
transacted.  Despite  the  exceedingly  rough  weather  on 
Nov.  18  several  of  our  members  weighed-in  some  capital 
roach  and  dace.  Any  gentleman  wanting  to  join  a  good 
society  we  have  room  for  one  or  two  good  working 
members. — G.  Haynes, 

Amicable  Bzcelslor  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  Nov.  25  we  fish 
our  match  at  Chertsey,  from  Laylam  Ferry  to  Shepperton 
Weir;  two  rods;  jiok  barred.  On  Nov,  18  Mr.  G.  Rich 
weighed-in  some  fine  roach,  one  going  lib.  lOoz.  Our 
Christmas  outing,  is  fixed  for  Deo.  9,  at  Egham.  Condi- 
tions to  follow. — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  The 
George  aud  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Olerkenwell.— 
Ou  Nov.  18  the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Brealsforth, 
roach  and  dace,  91b.  Sjuz.  ;  Miller,  roach  ;  and  Lambert, 
roach.  Will  members  note  that  the  next  monthly  outing, 
for  five  prizes,  takes  place  on  Nov.  26  at  Henley-on- 
Thames,  and  that  the  Christmas  outing,  for  a  large 
number  of  seasonable  prizes,  starts  on  Deo.  2,  at  Datohet  ? 
Will  members  attend  in  force  next  week  to  settle 
important  business  ? — A,  Cripps. 

d^nchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  k 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — At  the  weekly  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last,  Mr.  F.  Martin  presided.  There  was  a 
very  fine  show  of  fish  on  table,  heaviest  roach  lib. ,  from 
punt  at  Twickenham,  by  Mr.  H.  Mallet,  sen,  Messrs, 
Arrow  and  Mallett  gave  their  report  of  delegate  meeting 
oil  19th  to  re-organise  South  London  Anglers'  United 
Visiting  List,  and  judging  by  the  enthusiasm  of  meeting 
there  was  every  prospect  of  it  being  a  success.  Both 
gentlemen  were  acoorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks. 
Messrs.  Cannar  and  Arrow  stated  that  an  excellent  pro- 
gramme had  baen  arranged  for  the  A.B.S.  concert  on 
Monday,  Dec.  10.  On  Nov.  25,  pike  competition  at 
Pullborough  for  two  prizes,  also  two  lapsed  prizes  in 
addition.  Christmas  outing  fixed  for  Dec.  16  at  Hampton 
Court.  Will  members  kindly  attend  in  force  at  Peckham 
Brothers'  concert  on  Tuesday  next. — W. 

Bis,tt6?sea  Frlenai^  Angling  SooSety,  Nag'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Nov.  25  we  fish  an 
open  roving  mitch,  for  jack  only,  for  four  prizes  ;  bank 
only,  public  waters ;  to  go  down  on  the  morning.  Mr, 
W.  Stubbs  was  elected  a  member.  We  decided  to  hi 
placed  on  the  South  London  Visiting  List. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brother*  Angling  Sooieuv,  Wooi- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a  roving  competition  in  the  Thames  on  Nov.  18  with 
the  following  result :  Messrs.  J,  Ruehton,  jack  and  roacb, 
first;  J.  Sniith,  chub,  second  ;  J.  Kervill,  dacs  and  roach, 
third;  D.  Dodson,  jun.,  dace,  fouith  ;  J.  Martin  weighed- 
in  6Jlb,  reach  from  other  waters.  On  Nov.  21  our  worthy 
host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  weighed-in  a  capital  show  of 
chub  from  the  Thames  (241b.),  Isest  brace  41b.  2jz  I  trust 
all  members  will  do  their  best  to  support  the  Peckham 
Bros.  A.B.  concert  at  the  Mason's  Arms,  Walworth,  on 
Tuesday  next,  Nov.  27. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackf.iaiB  Angling  (iouiety,  Imperial  Hotel, 
8nnthwa,rK-street.  8.B. — Several  members  out  on  the 
19(h :  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  181b.  roach  and  chub ;  Mr. 
Howard,  bream. — J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  society,  Blenheim  Anus, 
Blenheim-orescent,  Notting  HiU.— Our  enbsciiption  matoh 
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on  Nov.  18  resulted  ag  followa :  Mr.  Pratt,  first ;  Mr. 
Wilkins,  aeoond  ;  Mr.  Wilaon,  third.  We  have  decided  to 
have  a  ChristmaB  outing  on  Dec.  16,  at  the  same  place 
(Windsor) ;  same  csndition  as  last,  hut  backwater  allowed. 
There  are  several  good  prizes  promised,  which  we  hope  to 
add  to  before  that  date.  The  Richmond  competition  com- 
mittee were  unable  to  eettle  date  of  distribation  at  their 
last  meeting,  as  there  are  still  twenty-one  prizes  to  come 
in. — Chaeles  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnry  Brotbera  An^llngr  Soolety,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  WC— THe  quarterly  pea- 
down  match  took  place  on  Nov.  18,  at  Windsor,  the  result 
of  which  was  as  follows:  Mr.  J.  Drew,  first;  Mr.  F.  W. 
Stocker,  second;  and  Mr.  R.  Lnmmes,  third,  all  with 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  J.  Morrell  weighed-in  perch,  Mr.  J. 
Neale,  Mr.  J.  Young,  and  Mr.  C.  Davis  roach.  On 
Nov.  21  Mr.  J.  Roach  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  4110.  2az 
Our  Chrigtmaa  outing  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  Deo.  9,  at 
Windsor. — F.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angfling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle.— At  the  weekly  meeting  of  this 
association  on  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Cain  had  on  view  thirteen 
roach,  taken  from  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  at 
Litherland,  scaling  over  51b.— a  nice  lot.  The  associa- 
tion's twenty-second  outing  will  take  plac3  on  the  29th 
inst.  at  Ellesmere  for  four  good  prizes  offered  by  Messrg. 
Everett,  Gilmore,  Grundy,  and  Cain,  two  rods  being 
allowed  (pike  and  bottom),  Mr.  J.  Pennington  being 
appointed  oiptain.  The  association's  dinner  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday^  Dec.  12,  at  the  olubroom.  Final 
arrangements  at  next  meeting. — Rudd. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dilby- 
atreet,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— Our  competition  at  Ship- 
lake  on  the  18t;h  resulted  in  only  two  prizes  being  taken, 
by  Mr,  Adoock,  with  a  jack  of  5ro.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  C 
Howe,  one  roach.  The  lapsed  prizes  will  be  competed  for 
on  Dec.  2;  members  to  go  where  they  please.  The 
Christmas  prizes  will  be  competed  for  Dec.  9 ;  open  com- 
petition.— J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborongh-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday  last  we 
called  a  special  meeting  considering  the  qaestion  of 
removing  our  clab-house,  and  after  discussion  it  was 
carried  that  the  society  remove  to  the  Grove  'Tavern, 
Beauchamp  Place,  Brompton-road.  The  members  express- 
ing their  great  delight  at  going  back  to  their  old  olub- 
room, not  feelirg  comfortable  at  our  old  quarters  for 
Btme  considerable  time.  The  supper  match  with  the 
Walham  Green  Angling  Society  takes  place  at  Bourne- 
end  on  Nov.  25,  and  members  are  requested  to  turn  up  in 
strong  force.  Train  8  40,  Paddington  ;  there  will  be  some 
reserve  cariiages,  so  look  out  for  same. — Beomptonian. 

Brnnswiok  Brotben  Angling  Sooiecy,  Onerry 
Tree,  Brunawick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow.— We  had  a  well- 
attended  meeting  last  Tuesday,  when  Mr,  G.  Notley  was 
elected  as  a  working  member.  Our  outing  to  Harlow 
on  Nov,  17  was  a  failure.  We  have  arranged  to  fish 
the  match  off  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Nov.  25.  Usual 
conditions ;  all  members  to  go  by  the  train  that  leaves 
Stratford  at  7.35  ;  all  to  meet  at  Hatfield  Station  morning 
and  evening  of  match.  Brother  B,  Bissell  we'ghed-in 
roach  and  dace  last  week-end  from  other  waters.— A. 
Robertson. 

Cunbridgs  Seath  Brothum  Angling  SocUty, 

Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— Oar  Christmas  outing,  which  was  brought  forward 
last  Tuesday  week,  but  passed  over  till  next  Tuesday,  27th, 
owing  to  the  20ch  being  a  special  general  meeting  night, 
and  the  special  business  taking  up  all  the  evening.  I  hope 
to  see  the  same  attendanc3  of  memhpra.  Six  members 
weighed-in  on  Nov.  18.  Messrs.  R.  Hubbard,  three  jack, 
61b.  2|oz. ;  J.  Baines,  lib.  3|oz.  of  perch  ;  R.  Nursey, 
21b.  4ioz.  of  dace  and  roach;  H.  Deverell,  dace;  C. 
Hazard,  perch  ;  and  B.  Argent,  perch.  Don't  forget  the 
perch  gross  weight  for  Nov.  25.  Mr,  F,  Griffliha  was 
made  an  honorary  member  last  Tuesday,— E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Sooiecy,  The  Locomotive.  .JameB- 
street.  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— On  Nov.  18 
Mr.  Parke  showed  roach  and  dace,  71b.  3Joz. ;  Mann, 
roach  ;  and  Critchen,  dace.  Oar  Christmas  outing  takes 
place  on  Dec.  2  at  Bourne  Bod.  Members  are  reminded 
that  we  return  from  Bourne  End  at  7.42.— R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbonme  Park,  W,— On  Nov.  18  the  following  mem- 
bers weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Sewell,  chub  ;  Flight,  peroh ; 
and  Fayers,  dace,  A  good  muster  of  members  attend 
every  Thursday,  and  we  have  some  good  meetings ;  we 
made  two  members  last  meeting,  one  honorary,  and  one 
working. — W,  B.  F. 

Clapham  Jnnotion  Angling  Sooiaty,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Olapham  Jnnetion,  S,W.— 
Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  match  at 
Reading  on  Nov.  25  for  six  prizes ;  tow-path  only,  in 
Thames.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction,  8.45  ;  return 
from  Reading,  7.45  ;  cease  fishing  at  4  30.  Our  Christmas 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  same  time  and  place.  Twenty- 
three  good  prizes  for  this  outing.  Mr.  J.  White  weighed- 
in  perch  and  roach  on  Nov.  18.— G,  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  AngUng  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  8.  W.— Members  are  requested 
to  attend  in  force  on  Tuesday  next,  when  the  December 
outing  will  be  arranged. — P.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  Distnci  United  VlsiUng 
List.  -Do  not  forget  the  visit  to  the  Qupen's  Piscatorials 
at  the  Qaeen's  Arms,  Chapel-street,  Marylebone-road, 
on  Tueaaay,  Nov.  27.  All  anglers  and  friends  will  be 
welcome,  I  would  like  t )  see  some  members  of  the  up-to- 
date  West-end  clubs  show  up  to  give  our  friend  Keene  a 
bumpor. — F.  Castkll, 

Cliftrin  angling  Society,  The  Palmeraton,  Clifton- 
road,  Peckham,  8  E.— The  members  of  above  society 
were  out  on  Nov  18  and  had  another  very  nice  show  of  fish 
to  weigh-in.   The  most  suoeessful  members  were  Mesars, 


Mead,  Furnivall,  and  Bird,  with  a  tray  of  241b.  jack,  and 
peroh,  lib.  8oz.,  from  Guildford,  The  next  outing  will 
take  place  on  Dec.  2. — B  C.  Anderson. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8,E.— We  had  a  jolly 
time  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  Shepherd,  the  Bermondsey  and 
Peckham  Bros.,  Blackfriars,  Firm  and  True,  and  other 
clubs  paid  us  a  visit.  Not  expecting  this  big  muster  we 
did  not  have  the  piano  in  the  room,  for  which  we  now 
aoilogise.  However,  with  the  musical  talent  of  Mr. 
Gocdmg  and  Mr.  Bishop,  of  the  Collingwood,  Mr.  Hilyard, 
and  other  members  of  the  Peckham  Bms  ,  we  spent  a 
very  happy  evening,  Mr.  Ash  and  Mr.  Eifey  also  sang; 
Mr.  T.  Cotton,  clarionet  solo  ;  the  Brothers  Cork, 
minstrelists,  also  gave  a  turn.  We  fish  our  match  on 
Nov.  25  at  Stainns;  roving,  tow-path;  other  usual  con- 
ditions. Trains,  8  15  a.m.  Waterloo;  return  from  Staines 
5.18  p.m.  On  Nov.  18  Messrs.  Ball,  E  Eleey,  and  Good- 
ing had  fish.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  two  chub 
caught  on  Wednesday  by  Mr.  Shepherd.— F.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  jsooioty.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  8.W.— We  have  an  outing  for 
Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  2  from  Kingston  Bridge  to 
Teddington  Lock.  All  to  go  by  the  9.5  train,  and  cease 
fishing  at  4.30. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  PiEcatoiial  Scclety,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C— On  Nov.  18  Mr.  Catbush  had 
nearly  8ib.  of  nice  roach ;  Messrs.  J.  Massey  and  Bailey 
also  had  roach. — W.  M, 

Crown  and  Baokland  Fiscatoria's,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.— On  Nov.  18  Mr.  H.  Haines 
weighed  jack  and  perch;  Mr.  G.  Norris,  roach  (won  first 
prize  at  Hatfield  Peverel).  Eligible  members  will  fish  for 
remaining  prizes,  under  same  conditions,  on  Nov.  25. 
We  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  ane;ltr3  and  friends  at 
our  annual  sapper  and  cancert  on  Tuesday  next.— G.  H. 
Franklin. 

^;alason  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Nov.  18  very  few  members 
wera  out,  Messrs.  W.  Thompson  and  H.  Poore  weighing- 
in  dace  and  jack,  which  secared  them  a  Christmas  prize. 
On  Nov.  20  there  was  a  very  good  muster,  when  ic  was 
decided  that  the  remaining  Christmas  prize  ahnuld  be 
competed  for  on  Nov.  25;  same  conditions  as  on  Nov.  18. 
— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street.  Camden  Town,  N.W.— We  fish  our  Christmas 
outing  on  Dec.  9  at  King's  Langley.  We  have  several 
good  prizes  of  a  seasonable  character  to  fish  for  ;  all  to  go 
down  by  first  train ;  usual  conditions.  On  Sunday  last 
Mr.  Snell  treated  na  to  a  magnificent  show  of  dacs,  eight 
of  the  heaviest  fish  weicrhing  51b.  9ioz.,  the  four  heaviest 
being  14ioz  ,  14Joz  ,  12Jdz.,  lloz.,  which  are  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Gibson  for  preservation. — E.  Coltman. 

Duke  of  Norfolb  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints' -road,  Westboume  Park,— On  Nov.  18  the 
followirg  weighed-ia :  Messrs.  Bradshaw,  roach,  61b.  14  3z  ; 
Devonport,  roach,  31b.  2oz.  Mesars.  Abbott,  Tocker,  G. 
Jenkins,  Beanery,  Bidwell,  Targett,  Buck  and  several 
others  also  weighed-in. — W.  Jenkins, 

Earlsfitld  Angfling  Society  Half-Way  House, 
Barlsfield,  S.W.— We  ara  again  fishing  the  Thames  for 
our  next  outing,  on  Nov.  25,  Hampton  Court  being  the 
selected  venue,  the  arrangements  being  the  same  as  last 
week,  bank  or  boat,  three  prizes.  I  hope  to  have  every- 
thing settled  in  time  for  next  meeting  as  regards  the  sea 
outing  to  Brighton  on  Deo  9.  Mr.  Mynott  has  offered  a 
gilt  clock  in  addition  to  the  club  prizes  for  this  outing, 
which  was  accepted  with  thariks.  Mr.  Mathews  had  a 
good  show  of  perch  on  Nov.  18,  largest  going  lib.  4|-z. — 
E  H.  Lane 

Bass  Onlwicli  Anglers,  Lord  Palmeraton  Hotel, 
Bast  Dulwich,  S.E.— Oa  Nov.  18  Messrs.  J.  and  A.  J. 
Bannister  went  to  Pulborongh,  and  brought  home  a  nice 
show  of  jack  and  bream.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bannister  also  had  a 
rare  bit  of  sport  by  hooking  a  fair-sized  plaice,  which  up 
to  the  time  of  writing  is  alive  in  the  tank  at  the  clubhouse. 
We  are  arranging  for  another  prize  outing  to  take  place 
in  about  a  fortnight's  time.— E.  Dyball. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  eociaty.  Sir  I'aao 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospit^,  W.— Will 
members  come  up  and  allot  the  prizes  for  the  Christmas 
outing  on  Tuesday  next  ?  Oa  the  18th  only  two  weighed- 
in,  Messrs.  EUins  and  Verity.  On  the  21st  our  inter- 
club  match  supper  came  off,  after  which  we  had  harmony, 
Mr.  Aldis  (Seymour  Brothers)  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
King.  The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  even- 
ing's entertainment ;  Messrs.  Will  Stylea,  Harry  Whyman, 
Aldis,  James,  Bobby  Pennell,  Norman,  Burns,  and  others, 
all  of  whom  we  heartily  thank. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  society.  The  vtowv,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — There  was  a  good  show  of  roach  at 
the  club  on  the  18th  brought  in,  W.  Ertorn  having  12ib.  of 
good-class  fish ;  Mr.  Majbury,  181b.  of  roach  and  dace. 
Mr._  Philpott  was  the  only  one  that  weighed-in  for  the 
Christmas  prizes,  he  having  won  the  thirteenth  prize. 
There  are  five  more  to  be  fished  off  on  Nov.  25,  the  mem- 
bers to  go  where  they  choose.  All  start  on  the  morning. 
-R  M.  " 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
atreet,  Harlesden. — The  above  fish  a  match  at  Windsor, 
Eton  Bridge  to  Boveney  Weir;  four  prizea ;  one  rod  only ; 
on  Nov.  25 ;  first  train  from  Acton ;  weigh-in  at  club 
same  evening;  no  live  baiting  allowed. — W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Ulde  Urown, 
182,  Brick-lane.  Bethnal  Green.— The  members  of  the 
above  will  fish  for  remaining  prize  on  Nov.  25,  on  the 
same  conditions  as  last  week.  Will  all  members  kindly 
attend  on  Wednesday  next,  and  oblige.- W.  J.  J. 
Robinson, 

Highbury  Angling  Society.  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.— Several  members 
have  been  out,  but  results  have  proved  very  meagre, 


nothing  having  been  weighed-in  up  till  Wednesday.— E, 

WVMER. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 

Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow. — Since  my  kat 
report  we  have  had  some  nice  takes  of  fish.  Mr.  John 
Morgan,  in  half  a  day,  at  [jleworth,  from  one  of 
Simmond's  punts,  four  dozen  good  roach  and  dace ;  Mr. 
Allen  Mortran,  a  nice  jack,  sjlb. ;  Mr.  Uimage,  from 
Hampton  Court,  eight  good  perch,  two  largest  lib.  14  z, 
and  lib.  (\z7..  ;  Mr.  C._  A.  Duke,  a  nice  dish  of  chub  with 
the  fly.  At  cur  meeting  on  Wednetday  two  new  members 
were  ekcied.  A  roach  fishing  matc'a  has  been  arranged 
for  a  supper,  Mf  ssra.  John  Morgan  and  D  Pope  r.  Messrs. 

G.  Whenman  and  W.  Coles. — J.  M.  BrtouonA.M. 
Hozton    Brotbers   Angling   Oooietv,  Spread 

Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Nov.  18  we 
fished  for  the  lapsed  prizas  at  St.  Margaret's,  but  only  one 
was  taken,  and  that  by  Mr.  A.  Hattemore,  with  roach. 
We  fiah  for  the  remaining  four  at  ihe  same  place  oa 
Nov.  25  ;  go  by  9  8  train,  and  start  fishing  after  roll  call ; 
show  fish  six  o'clock,  and  clnt-room  at  9  .30,  weigh  10  .30. 
Only  thote  members  who  have  been  out  the  two  previous 
occasions  are  eligible.  On  Tuesday  we  made  a  new 
working  member. — E.  W.  BisHor. 

Islintjtsn  Brothorii  Ausrling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road,  N.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Nov.  18  :  Mr.  Croker,  roach  ;  Mr.  Burw  sh,  roach  and 
dace;  Mr.  Brookman,  reach,  dace,  and  perch;  Mr. 
Herbert,  dace  and  gudgeon ;  Mr.  Perry,  dace ;  Mr. 
Wilkes,  roach  and  dace.  We  met  cn  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Howard  in  the  chair,  when  the  minutes  were  read  and 
confirmed.  Members  take  note  that  Tuesday  next  is  a 
gfneral  meeting  night.— J.  H.  Herbert, 

Izaak  Walton  Angiing  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E  —The  half- 
yearly  distribution  of  special  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  Nov.  28,  on  which  cocaeion  the  members 
will  have  a  supper.  Those  who  intend  being  present  please 
send  in  names  not  later  than  Nov.  25  to  enable  our  host  to 
maka  the  neces.ary  arrangements.  Messrs.  C.  Hayward, 
J.  Poole,  and  H.  Butt  weighed-in  roach  on  Nov.  18.— 

H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E,— At  our  last  meeting  (Mr, 
J._  W.  Freeman  in  the  chair)  the  secretary  read  the 
minutes,  which  were  confitmed.  The  next  competition 
will  be  held  on  Nov,  25  at  Pangbourne ;  jack  and  punts 
barred  — W.  Freeman. 

Ziimebouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastsm  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  E. — Several  applications  have  Ijeen  mada 
to  the  ofSoials  with  a  view  to  having  the  time  of  the  next 
dance  lengthened.  We  have  hitherto  closed  at  twelve,  but 
the  applicmts  think  it  advisable  for  us  to  have  a  ball,  and 
close  about  two.  The  committee  would  be  glad  if  those 
gentlemen  who  acted  as  stewards,  also  those  who  attend 
our  dances,  but  only  hear  through  these  columns  the 
doings  of  our  society,  would  communicate  with  me,  stating 
what  they  think  of  the  suggestion.  Oar  members  have 
experienced  poor  sport,  notwithstanding  the  late  rains, 
and  Mr.  J.  Jcnes  has  been  the  only  one  to  get  fish  up  to 
our  standard,  taking  roach  and  jick,  with  which  he 
secures  our  bi-monthly  prize.  We  have  arranged  a  spscial 
outing  to  Sawbridgeworth  on  Dec  2,  for  which  seaaonable 
prizea  to  the  value  of  £i  43.  are  cffared.— L.  J.  Wells. 

ia  ncoln  AngUng  Society,  isdatropoiitan  lYn- 
ohester-street,  N.— Oa  Nov.  18  the  following  weighed 
fish  :  Mr.  Cook,  a  nice  show  of  roach,  one  fish  lib.  7jjz., 
Thames  ;  W.  Watling,  P.  Briley,  C.  Biggs,  and  R. 
Chivers,  roach  and  dace.  A  benefit  on  behalf  of  JoeUtton, 
member  of  the  above,  for  which  tickets  can  be  had  at  the 
club.    This  is  a  very  deserving  cisa. — W.  Watlixg. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  ue»  Hotel, 
Queen-square.— The  weekly  meeting,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  G.  Pierce,  was  well  atte  d  d.  Mr.  1?.  Wilson 
exhibited  five  splendid  dace  in  grand  condition,  taken  from 
the  river  Dee,  heaviest  looz.  They  were  the  nicest  lot  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing.  Mr.  Hughes  was  asked 
to  aot  pending  the  election  cf  a  secretary  in  place  cf  the 
late  Mr.  R.  Woolfall.  A  general  meeting  of  the  members 
has  been  called  for  Thursday,  the  19ih  inst.,  at  8  30  p.m  , 
for  that  purpose.  The  best  thanks  of  the  asscciatioa  was 
voted  to  Major  Hopwood  for  his  kindness  in  allowing  us  to 
net  some  ponds  at  Knowsley,  by  which  1"3  gocd  fish, 
mostly  roach,  were  transferred  to  our  Kuowsley  water.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thinks  was  passed  to  Mr.  T.  S.  Hunt  for 
his  services  in  connection  with  the  press  in  regard  to  the 
funeral,  &a.,  of  our  late  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Woolfall.  The 
weather  in  this  district  has  much  improved,  and  with  it 
the  prospect  of  good  sport.— A.  H.  H. 

Ilortb-Bast  Brotbers  Angling  Society,  Staracd 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Oa  Nov.  18  onr 
match  at  Bures  took  place,  when  only  s'x  prizes  were 
taken  out  of  fifteen.  The  following  weie  auccessful : 
Messrs.  G.  Taylor,  first,  perch  ;  E.  Lamb,  second,  perch  ; 
S.  Polykett,  third,  reach;  F.  Prcsjer.  fourth,  roach;  W. 
Richards,  tifih,  roach;  and  H.  Jeffreys,  sixth,  roach; 
leaving  nine  prizfs  to  fish  for  at  Rye  House.  Boundary 
will  be  from  Rye  House  Bridge  to  Sc.  Margaret's  Bridge; 
all  members  taking  part  in  the  match  to  start  by  the 
first  train— 7  30  from  Globe-road.— G.  Taylor. 

Nortb  Xiondon  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — Tee  n:xt  return  viait 
on  the  Central  Liit  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Monday 
nfxt,  Nov.  26,  when  I  hops  to  see  a  good  muster  of  angleis 
and  friends.  Oa  the  18th  only  one  membar  wcighed-ir), 
saving  a  blank.  We  have  a  Christmas  outing  on  Dec  9.' 
for  wnich  nine  prizes  have  already  been  p'omistd  Wi  i 
the  members  show  up  next  meeting  and  mske  final  arrange- 
ments  for  the  same  ?— H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Sooiety,  OgLinder  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  Eaat  Dulwich,  S.B.— On  Nov.  15  only 
four  members  went  out,  owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.   The  first  prize,  given  by  Mr,  Ginger,  was  won 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ADDLESTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d, 

Althornb  (Cronch>,  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

Ambbrlbt  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  6s.  8il,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  Gd.). 

Amersham  (Misbourn),  I  Bucks,  23f ;  28.  Sd. 

AUPTHILL  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

Ardleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  48.  9d. 

Aklbsey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHURST  (Meiiway),  F,  Kent,  32;  33.  4d. 

Audley  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44;  Ss.  6^. 

ATLESB0RT  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48 ;  33.  8d. 

Baroombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  Ss.  6d. 

BATTLESBRID9E  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29 ;  28.  4^d. 

Bedford  (Ouse),  O  H,  Beds',  50  ;  53. 

Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28;  2«.  lid. 

BILLEKICAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26 ;  2s. 

BILLINGHURST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44 ;  4s.  8d. 

Bia&LESWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  3.3 ;  2s.  id. 

Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  ajd 

Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  53.  2d. 

Bletohley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46|;  43.  lid. 

Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  6s.  3d. 

Bottisham,  a.  Cambs,  61f ;  5s.  IJd. 

BOURNE  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28|;  Ss. 

Box  Hill  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  '221;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24^;  28.  6d. 

Bbaintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45 ;  3s.  lOd. 

BRAUGHING  (Hib)  A,  Herts,  30i;  2s.  7^d. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86^;  7s.  S^d. 

Bricket  'Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 

BrOXBOURNE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i;  Is.  6d. 

BUNTINQFORD  (Eib),  Herts,  33| ;  2s.  lid. 

Bdbes  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  .54;  4s.  e^d. 

Burnham-ON-ChouCH,  a,  Essex,  39 ;  3s.  3d. 

BCRNT  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77J;  68,  6d. 

Burnt  Mill  (Stort  ),A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  lljd, 

Bushet  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 

Bypleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21f ;  2s.  3d. 

CASTLE  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  664; 
4s.  lliA 

ChAPPBL  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  5ft};  43.  2id. 
Ohalfont  Road  (Misbouin),  I,  Bucks,  22;  28. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  38,  9d. 
Ohbsham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ;  2s.  5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29| ;  2s.  e^d. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14^;  Is.  2d. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22J;  2s.  4d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  13i  ;  Is.  IJd. 
Chiltern  Geeen  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27;  23.  lOd. 
ChORLEy  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48^  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorlet  "Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  ISJ;  23. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51f ;  4s.  4^d. 
COLNE  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  67^;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  1G\ ;  la.  8d. 
Cookham  (Thames).  B,  Berks,  25^;  23.  lOd. 
OOWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  3s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139;  lOs. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks, 28|;  2s.  3d. 
DownhAm  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86^;  7s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  0  F,  Surrey,  -26;  2s.  8d. 
EablswOOD  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21^ ;  2s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  3s.  Gd. 
East  Farleish  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  43. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76i;  5s.  4d. 
Edbnbbidge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33 ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70^ ;  5s.  llid. 
Elstree  (Eeservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  ISssex,  38;  33.  O^d. 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12;  Is. 
Epping  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17 ;  Is.  6^d. 
Esheb  (Mole).  D,  Surrey,  14J;  Is.  Gd. 
Fambridse  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35;  2s.  lOd. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40 ;  4s.  2d. 
Forest  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  3s.  6d. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12f ;  Is.  4d. 
GORING  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44f ;  4s.  9d. 
Gt.  Chestekford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  3s.  lOJd. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35^ ;  33.  3d. 
Qt.  Missbndon  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29  ;  2s.  9d. 
Gbildfobd  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28^;  3s  2d. 
Sirm'ON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk.  138 ;  lOs. 


HadhAM  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25J;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62i ;  4s.  S^d. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex;  14};  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14};  Is.  3d. 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37;  33.  lid. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26| ;  28.  l-Jd. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27};  2s.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17J ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield Pe vEREL(Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  36;  3s.  Id. 
Haywards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11};  Is. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35};  33.  9i. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24};  '23.  6d. 
Hilgat  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88f ;  6s.  lO^d. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  23.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  8a.  lOd. 
Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex, 36^;  38.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114^;  98.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58i ;  68.  2d 
Irohester  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  Sd. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42^;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Lanqley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  32} ;  6s.  ll^d. 
Langford    Hall  Flshery  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44 ;  33.  3^d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Lanqley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32i;  33.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19|;  2», 
Lbiohton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40^  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  2d. 
Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  2s.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s,  5d. 
Loughton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  Did. 
Long  Melpord  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61^; '5s.  2^d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117^  ;  10s. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24} ;  2a.  8d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex, 44;  38.  8d. 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex ;  3s  2d. 
Manninotrbb  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  6s.  OJd. 
March  (None,  &c.).  A,  Cambs,  88  ; '  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A.  Herts,  23 ;  28. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  3s.  ll^d. 
Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  CI ;  68. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  7fii;  6s.  4Jd. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i ;  6s.  Id. 
New  Babnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;ls. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42!( ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19J;  l8.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52^ ;  5s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55f ;  5s.  lOd. 
Ongar  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  11^. 
OxTED  (Eden),  O  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  23.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31|;  4s. 
Pangboornk  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41^;  4a.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver).  H,  Herts,  '22;  2s. 
Ponder's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potter's  Bab  (Cohie),  E,  Middlesex,  12};  Is.  3d. 
Pulborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  60;  6s.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions,  2s.  6d). 
Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  16;  la.  7d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20f  ;  2s. 
RiOKMANSWORTH  (Oolne),  H  I,  Herts,  22};  l».9d. 
EOYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22^  ;  Is.  9d. 
EUDGWIOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4s.  2d. 
Eye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  Is.Sd. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  43. 7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2b.  8}d, 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58;  58.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  6,  Beds,  66;  5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  Q,  Bedford,  87 ;  6s. 
Shklford  (Cam),  A,  Oambs,  55 ;  4s.  5^. 
Shenfield  (Chehner),  A,  Essex,  20};  Is.  8d. 
Sheppkrton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18} ;  2s. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18^;  Is.  lid. 
Southmin.ster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19^;  28, 
Standon  (Eib),  A,  Herts,  29};  2s.  6Jtd. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33;  2s',  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2s.  Id. 
St,  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70.|;  63.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  la.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51};  63.  6d. 
Stokb  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37;  Sa.  6d. 
Sodbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58^;  48.  IHd. 
SUNBURY  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16J ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22\ ;  28.  4d 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  471;  4s.  lid. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  '49^;  53.  2d. 
Thbydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  S\i. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
TiLEHDRST  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38|;  4s.  Id. 
Trinq  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  315;  3s-  4d. 
Tunbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29J  ;  3s.  3d. 
Tw  •■'FORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
UxbridGB  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15^;  Is.  7d. 
■Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Barks,  23;  2b.  Gd 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  la.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22};  Is.  lid. 
WATEHBEAOH  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61;  68.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  4s. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33-1 ;  3a,  3,1. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13^  ;  Is.  6d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  46;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Eib),  A,  Herts,  32^ ;  23.  94d. 
Weybridgb  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2s. 
Whittlbsford  (Cam).  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  4s.  2d. 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  28.  2d. 
Widford  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24 ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21} ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39 ;  38. 
Woking  (Bas'ngstkeCanal),D, Surrey, 24|;  28. 6d. 
WOODHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  2s. 7d. 
Wraysbuby (Thms.  AColne),  D,Bucks,21f;  2B.3d. 
W  OXHAM  (Broads,  <teo.).  A,  Norfolk,  122| ;  10». 
YALDIN8  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  38};  4s. 
YARMOUTH  (Bnre.  4c.),  A.  Norfolk,  121;  10«. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 

A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington).  F.  L.  B.  &  S.  0.  (London  Bridge  «jnd  'Victoria). 
0.   South-Eastern   (Charing  Cross,    Waterloo  G.  Midland  (St.  Paneras), 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge,  H.  North- Western  (Euston), 

and  New  Cross).  I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 
D.    South-Westaru  (Wktarlod).  itap  shows  the  IS  new  stationt. 


by  H.  W.  Morgan,  with  a  roach  "^oz.  The  other  prizes 
were  not  taken.  On  Nov.  18  Messrs.  W.  E,  Nay.'er, 
T.  Coates,  C.  Myers,  and  T.  Moyler  had  fish.  On 
Tuesday  we  had  our  monthly  coicjrt,  which  was  a  great 
success.  The  chair  was  ably  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  E. 
Harris,  who  was  faced  by  Mr.  C.  Bold.  The  vjoal  part  of 
the  programme  was  ably  contributed  to  by  Messrs.  Alf. 
Bailey,  C.  J.  Simmonds,  Geo.  Cartwright,  E.  Tatchell, 
Sid  Moorcroft,  Chas.  Eausford,  Will  Cartwright,  Will 
Howard,  M.  L.  Owen,  and  C.  Leslie.  The  iastrumental 
portion  of  the  entertainment  should  also  be  ranked  as 
lirst-class.  It  couEisted  of  "  The  Lovegrove  Trio,"  viz  , 
Mr.  F.  E.  L'jvegrove,  with  son  and  daughter,  who  played 
mandolin,  barjo,  and  guitar  respectively.  Mr.  Herbert 
Norton  plajed  two  selectioaa  on  the  Japanese  fiddle,  a 
most  unique  petformaroe.  Mr.  Geo.  Manniug,  late  of  the 
Royal  Welth  Fusilier  band,  played  two  solos  on  the  piccolo. 
Mr.  J.  Rome  pi  elided  at  the  piano  ;  he  also  accompanied 
all  the  instrumentalists.  We  were  honoured  by  the 
presence  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Wade ;  also  some  members  of  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  and  the  Peckham  Brothers  were  present. 
The  chairman  called  over  the  Christmas  prize  list,  and 
several  more  were  added.  The  usual  toasts  were  gone 
through,  and  a  very  ecioyable  evening  was  concluded  with 
the  National  Anthem, — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Grigiual  Alezandra  Angli&g  Society,  Orowit 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Betnnal  Green. — On  Nov.  18 
J.  Nagle  weighed-in  jack,  and  J.  Blade,  roach.  A  meeting 
is  called  for  Nov.  28  to  arrange  supper.  Quarterly  night 
will  be  Deo.  19  instead  of  the  26  h,  and  no  Wednesday 
meeting  during  Christmas  week.  Hope  to  iee  a  room  full 
of  friends  on  our  vitit  on  Monday,  Nov.  26, — Geokge. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham. — On  Nov.  18  Mr.  Tracy  saved  ua  from  a  blank 
with  dace  from  Richmond.   We  fish  for  our  Christmas 


prizes  on  Nov.  25  from  Rye  House  to  Broxbourne,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  One  rod  only  to  be  carried  ; 
all  fish  to  weigh. — H.  Gates. 

Pechham  Bi  others  A.ngling  Society,  Masons' 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth. — Our  match  on  Nov.  18  in 
the  Arun  was  a  success,  all  prizes  being  taken :  Messrs. 
Gibbs,  first,  71b.  8oz. ;  Ilsley,  second,  61b.  4|oz. ;  Gardham, 
third  ;  Regardso,  fourth  ;  in  all  about  20Ib.  ot  fiab.  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd,  out  with  Keene  last  week,  had  201b, 
roich  and  dace  ;  and  on  Nov.  21  23ib  chub.  Our  concert 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  on  Nov.  27,  I  am  informed,  will  be  a 
big  room.  We  have  decided  Dec.  9  the  date  for  our 
Christmas  cuting  ;  place  to  be  decided  at  previous  meeting 
on  Dec.  4,  A  complimentary  visit,  as  arranged,  was  paid 
the  Collingwood  on  Nov.  21  by  ourselves,  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  and  Blackfriars,  and  am  pleased  to  say  was  a 
big  success  in  every  way.  The  Masons'  Arms  was  well 
alive  on  Nov.  19.  fouriesn  clubs  turning  up  to  re-form  the 
South  London  United  Visiting  List.  Mr.  Wade  occupied 
the  chair  in  his  own  inimitable  way.  and  through  him  the 
8.L.V.L.  has  again  been  started — F.  G.  Gibbs. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  The  Fox,  Russell- 
street,  Stepney,  E.  —  Several  members  competed  for 
prizes  at  Amberley  on  Nov.  4,  only  two  of  which  were 
taken,  Mr.  J.  Prudy  weighing-in  six  dacfl,  lib.  loz.,  and 
Mr.  S.  Silverton,  one  bream,  lib.  loz.,  which  caused  a 
heated  diacuesion  between  the  two  members.  The 
remaining  prizes  were  fished  for  on  Nov.  18  (roving),  Mr. 
A.  Oiven  weighing-in  perch  and  Mr.  G.  Mneterj  dace, 
taking  the  two  remaining  prizes.  Mr.  J.  Seigenberg 
weighed-in  four  jack  on  the  same  day.  On  the  21st  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  by  the  members  that  Mr.  J. 
Prudy  should  be  held  first  prize  winner  on  Nov.  4,  ha 
having  bad  the  best  lib.  loz. — W.  Russell. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 


street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  the  18th  iost.  only 
two  members  weighed-in,  Messrs.  Payne  and  Yule.  On 
Tuesday  next,  the  27cb  inst.,  the  club  tikes  a  visit  on  the 
C.  and  D.  Visiting  List,  when  I  hope  all  those  clubs  that  are 
on  the  list  will  be  represented  ;  those  clubs  that  have  not 
received  a  card  please  accept  this  as  an  invitation. — 
George  Keene. 

Zfio^al  Oeorge  fugling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Nov.  18  Mr.  Lewis 
was  the  only  member  to  weigh-in.  He  therefore  had  the 
pleasure  of  saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  On  Dec.  2  we 
fish  a  mitch  from  Petersham  Meadows  to  Swan  Ferry  at 
Twickenham  ;  usual  conditions  ;  acd  hope  to  see  a  goodly 
attendance  of  memberii.  On  Nov.  1 1  one  of  our  members 
found  a  folding  ring  and  net  at  Henley.  The  loser  of  it,  by 
applying  at  the  above  address,  can  have  it.  I  should  like 
to  see  a  good  attendance  next  meeting  night,  as  it  is 
quarterly  night,  and  we  have  a  deal  of  business  to  transBCv. 
— J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angline  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  Nov.  IS  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  C.  Toye,  perch;  R.Walker,  roach;  Tisshaw,  p  jroh ; 
G.  Salmon,  perch.  We  fish  a  match  on  Nov.  25  (members 
to  go  where  they  like)  for  seven  prizes  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  on 
the  day  only.— F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Olerkenwell. — Oar  return  visit  on  the 
2l3t  was  a  grand  snoccess,  our  large  club-room  being 
packed,  and  the  talent  of  good  quality.  Members  are 
remiaded  that  the  special  general  meeting  to  arrange  the 
Christmas  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  the  28th. 
— F.  Thoeling. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Mitford  Tavern, 
Amhnrst-road,  Hackney,  N.B. — During  last  week  Mr.  J. 
Guyver  brought  up  a  pike,  weighing  6 Jib,,  and  71b,  of 
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roach  (largest  over  lib.) ;  Mr.  T.  Morris  also  had  some 
nice  roach,  6|lb. ;  Mr,  W.  Creasy  and  Mr.  A.  Whitfield, 
BOtne  very  nice  ohub  from  the  Thames.  On  Nov.  18  Mr. 
McGau  also  broujbt  in  a  pike,  7^\h. ;  Messrs.  Andrew3, 
Schulze,  and  Oiffee  joined  Mr.  G.  Sully  at  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  and  had  a  stood  day's  spirt  amorgat  the  whiting 
and  dabs  on  boatd  his  smdck,  Caroline.  We  have  a  prize 
onting  on  Dac.  10  at  Pangbiurne;  members  to  g)  down 
on  Saturday  evening. — H.  Gapfeb. 

Shepherd's  Bnsh  An^lmsf  Association,  Gold- 
hawk  Hutel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.— The  ordinary  general 
meeting  held  on  Nov.  21  was  largely  attended.  Members 
present  included  Massrj.  Bcnwell  (president),  Pluckrose 
(vioe-president),  Gray,  Golding,  Baldcck,  Ellis,  Gish, 
■Taylor,  Payne,  Jenner,  Brooke,  Wingett,  and  Heard.  Mr. 
Ryman  Hall  was  also  present  as  a  visitor.  Two  new 
members,  Megsrs.  A.  F.  Wallis  and  Julian  Hicks,  were 
nnacimously  selected,  and  two  gentlemen,  Messrs.  James 
Avon  and  Ward,  nominated  for  election.  A  letter  was 
read  from  the  secretary  of  the  Thames  Restocking 
Association,  thanking  the  association  for  its  consistent 
support.  The  next  sapper  of  the  season  takes  place  at 
headquarters  on  Dec.  12,andtho  secretary  would  appeil  to 
those  members  who  did  so  much  to  ensure  the  success  of  the 
hst  gathering  to  again  send  their  names  in  as  participants, 
and  further,  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  conduce  to  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  association  in  their  musical  capacity. 
Names  should  be  communicated  not  later  than  the 
5th  prox.  The  competition  held  on  the  7th  inst.  did  not 
result  in  anyone  taking  a  priza,  although  a  fair  number 
entered.  Several  members  have  experienced  fair  sport 
recently,  amongst^  them  being  Mr.  Gash  (Temple, 
.  Teddington,  and  Richmond),  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Brooke 
(Shiplake),  roach;  Mr.  Heard  (Shiplake  and  Teddington), 
roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Pluckrose  (Bray),  roach;  Mr. 
Plumstead  (Shiplake),  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Golding 
(Richmond),  roach  and  dace.  Next  ordinary  meeting, 
Dec.  5,— C.  B. 

Silver  Tront  Aagrlini;  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  the  20th  Messrs. 
Alexander  Simmonds  and  H.  Elliot  were  proposed  as 
working  members.  Hope  all  members  will  attend  on 
Tnejday  next  to  arrange  place  for  our  next  prize  and  cup 
outing. — R.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road. — Several  members  were  out  [on  Nov.  18  fishing  for 
Christmas  prizes  :  Mr.  C.  Bolditig,  second  prize,  with  a 
fine  show  of  roach  and  bream ;  W.  Morgan,  third,  with 
roach  ;  W,  Brook,  fourth,  roach.  These  were  the  only 
prizes  taken,  Mr.  F.  Jewson  weighed-in  roach  and  dace, 
but  failed  to  reach  the  necessary  weight  for  the  match. 
G.  Chamberlain  weighed  bream  and  roach.  On  Nov.  25 
we  fish  for  remainder  of  prizes. — W.  B. 
-  Stoskwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Olapham. — We  had  our  first  blank  of  the  season  on 
Nov,  18,  though  several  members  had  been  out  and  got  a 
"  few  ''  fieh,  but  not  enough  to  weigh-in.  I  hope  to  see  a 
big  attendance  on  Nov.  25  for  the  match  at  Reading  for 
the  Christmas  prize  outing,  the  particulars  of  which  are  : 
all  to  leave  Vauxhall  by  the  3.40  train,  and  cease  fishing 
at  4.30  ;  boundary,  Caversham  Lock  to  Roebuck,  at  Tile- 
hurst  ;  towpath  only ;  one  rod  ;  jack,  bleak,  and  gudgeon 
barred  ;  train  from  Reading  7.45.  The  delegates  attending 
the  S.L.TJ.V.L.  gave  a  full  report  of  the  future  of  the  new 
venture. — A.  P. 

•.  Stratford  Anglingr  Society,  The  Commercial 
Hotel,  Martin-street,  Stratford,  B.— An  outing  for 
Christmas  prizes  takes  place  on  Deo.  9,  place  and  con- 
ditions to  be  decided  on  Dec.  5. — G.  A.  Payne. 

anndial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Caatle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.— On  Nov.  25  we  have  a  Christmas 
outing  to  Taplow,  . members  to  go  down  by  the  8.40  from 
Weatbonrce  Park  and  return  by  the  six  o'clock  traiu,  cease 
fishing  at  five  o'clock;  bank  only.  Members  can  fish 
where  they  please  ;  all  fish  to  weigh,  and  catch  own  live 
baits.   There  are  thirteen  prizes  to  fish  for.— 0.  B.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Fisoatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham.  —  We  had  a  well-attended  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  One  new  member  was  elected.  The  final 
arrangements  were  made  for  competition  (gross  weight, 
bar  jack),  to  be  held  on  Nov.  25,  and  Wednesday,  Nov.  28. 
Four  prizes  are  offered.  First  prize,  a  rod  (Thames  all 
round),  valued  253.,  presented  by  the  club;  second  piize, 
value  of  153.,  presented  by  the  club;  third  prize,  value  of 
7s.  6d.,  presented  by  the  club;  fourth  prize,  a  useful 
packet  of  tackle  for  the  heaviest  one  fish  taken  during  the 
two  days,  presented  by  Mr.  Southwood.— Geo  Barrow. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Monday  18  Mr.  Austin  weighed-in  a  fine  show  of  roach, 
some  scaling  over  lib.,  in  spite  of  the  rough  weather.  I 
hope  members  won't  forget  our  outing  to  Bourne  End  on 
Dec.  2,  we  have  a  splendid  prize  list  to  be  fished  for^  First 
train  from  Paddinston;  saloon  waiting.— George  Smith. 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Society,  Riilway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich.  —  A  very  succsssful 
smoking  concert  was  held  at  the  above  hall  on  Saturday 
last,  by  kind  permission  of  Mrs.  Fenn  (hostess),  for  the 
benefit  af  a  distressed  member  of  the  above  club.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C,  Jenner,  faced  in  the  vice-chair 
by  Brother  J.  Bridges,  chairman  of  the  Old  Friends  A.8. 
The  piano  was  ably  presided  over  by  Mr.  A.  Knight. 
The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony  of 
the  evening  ;  Messrs.  H.  Ward,  Arthur  Collins,  Pugh, 
Claude,  McKeBzie,  R.  James,  Driver  Pearson  R.H.A., 
S,  Griffiths,  George  Champion,  and  Will  Jenner.  A 
portion  of  the  Excelsior  string  orchestra  attended,  anl 
were  accorded  a  donble  encore  for  their  excellent  music, 
two  members  of  the  band  also  giving  solos  in  good  style. 
Mr.  Shuiing,  of  the  Woolwich  Inviota  A.S.,  Mr.  flowcroffc, 
Woolwich  Brothers  A.8.,  and  Mr.  Smith,  Old  Friends 
A.S.,  spoke  of  the  good  fellowship  among  anglers. 
Brother  H.  Tye  filled  the  office  of  waiter,  and  over  5s.  6d. 


being  collected  for  him,  he  [handed  it  to  the  society  to 
augment  the  fund.  The  concert  closed  with  "  Auld  Ling 
Syn"i." 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  BuU,  Pulham-road,  S,W.  — A  fully  attended 
meeting.  Members  please  remember  the  match  with  the 
Brompton  Angling  Society  on  Nov.  25  ;  all  to  go  down  by 
the  8  40  from  Paddington ;  weigh-in  at  the  R?d  Lion, 
Bourne  End  ;  doors  closed  at  5  30.  Messrs.  Lindsay  and 
Goldwing  were  elected  honorary  members  and  Mr.  Romer 
a  working  member.  Mr.  Templeman  weighed-in  roach 
and  dace,  and  Mr.  Palmir  roach,  one  specimen  lib.  2oz. — 
W  L.  Kerry. 

Warwick  Angling  Society.  Lord  Brooke,  Shern- 
hall-street,  Walthamstow.  —  On  Nov.  18  our  members 
were  again  unsuccessful,  only  Mr.  Sizer  bringing  a  nice 
show  of  perch,  which  saved  us  from  a  blank.  We  have  a 
visit  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  on  Dec.  20.  —  W, 
Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — Splendid  success  at- 
tended our  supper  on  Tuesday  last,  thanks  to  our  worthy 
host,  artistes,  and  friends.  Mr.  G.  H.  Tanner  was  made 
an  honorary  member.  Messrs.  Shaw,  Davis,  and  T.  Pap- 
wotth  give  prizes.  Lapsed  prize  outing  will  take  place  on 
Nov.  25.    Members  to  fish  where  they  please. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Socie'Cy,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — On  Nov.  18  Mr.  Styman  saved  us  from  a 
blank  with  bream.  We  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  at  Rye 
House  on  Deo.  2 ;  roving,  tow-path  only.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  District  takes  place  at 
above  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  4,  when  I  hope  to  have  the 
support  of  all  clubs  on  the  list. — H.  Heir, 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  18th  in  the  match,  and  eight  prizes  were  taken 
as  follows :  Messrs.  G.  Peirce,  W.  P.  Hartt,  Foster, 
Inouen,  Turner,  Rason,  Lowther,  and  J.  Pummell,  Mr, 
Homer,  perch,  but  not  in  the  match ;  Mr.  Pathurst,  roach, 
but  not  in  the  match.  The  rest  of  the  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  on  Nov.  25,  at  the  same  place  ;  roving,  from  the  Black 
Bridge  to  Byford  Bridge,  both  sides.  I  hope  our  members 
vsdll  not  forget  our  monthly  meeting  on  the  28th. — A. 

LOWTHER. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 

Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — On  Nov.  18  the 
following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Taylor,  one  jick  51b  Joz., 
roach  7ib.,  and  gudgeon;  Mr.  Brown,  two  jick;  F. 
Cresswell,  two  jack  and  perch.  We  have  subscribed 
£2  18s.  6J.  to  the  funds  organised  for  the  benefit  of  G. 
Grimwood,  a  former  member  of  this  society. — J,  P. 

HOWCROFT. 


THE  ANaLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
On  Monday  night,  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  City,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Beckett  presided  over  the  November  delegate 
meeting  of  this  association.  The  association  has  just  lent 
the  County  Council  its  nets  and  fish  carriers,  and  the 
council  has  promised  the  anglers  the  first  consignment  of 
surplus  fish  it  has.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  the 
representatives  cf  nearly  fifty  clubs.  The  balance  at  the 
bank  was  reported  to  be  £114  19s.  Id.,  after  drawing 
cheques  to  the  amount  of  £29  93.  6d.  The  minutes  of  the 
general  committee  showed  that  the  attention  of  the  Lea 
Conservancy  had  been  drawn  to  the  recent  destruction  of 
fish  in  the  Lea  at  Ware,  which  has  previously  been  referred 
to  in  the  Fishing  Qazette.  Mr.  G.  Barnes  (Duke  of 
Norfolk  Angling  Society)  was  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  on 
the  general  committee.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary, 
gave  some  particulars  in  connection  with  the  loan  of  the 
association's  netting  appliances  to  the  County  Council,  the 
result  being  the  capture  of  170  carp  in  a  pond  at  Plum- 
stead, the  fish  being  subsequently  turned  into  the  lake  in 
the  Recreation  Ground  at  Sydenham.  The  visiting  officers 
reported  on  the  various  club  gatherings  they  had  attended, 
and  Mr.  F.  Gray  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  next 
delegate  meeting,  ask  them  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
electing  new  representatives  on  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society's  committee  in  place  of  those  who  had  not  put  in 
sufficient  attendances. — Hon.  Reporter, 


CAPTURE  OF  A  49lb.  MASCALONGE. 

A  MASCALONGE  (the  great  pike  of  North  America— 
Esoj:  nohilior)  of  491b.  was  taken  in  October  lasl,  the 
capture  being  thus  recorded  in.  the  American  Field  -. 

"  A  monster  mascalonge  was  taken  from  the  Fox  Lake 
(111.)  waters  Thursday  afternoon  of  last  week.  Game 
Warden  Ratto  and  two  assistants  had  been  seining  Fox 
Lake  and  the  channel  of  the  river  connecting  the  chain 
of  lakes,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  carp,  gars,  and 
other  objectionable  fishes  infesting  the  waters.  The 
previous  day  they  had  taken  out  13501b.  of  carp,  nineteen 
gira,  and  some  other  species  ;  and  on  Thursday  morning, 
having  seined  some  8001b.  of  carp,  the  seiners  had  begun 
to  think  their  task  was  nearly  ended. 

"  While  the  long  seine  (600ft.  in  length)  was  being 
hauled  for  the  last  time  the  weight  was  much  less,  but  as 
it  was  drawn  in  the  assistants  remarked  that  the  carp — as 
they  supposed — were  making  more  vigorous  efforts  to 
escape  than  at  any  previous  time.  B'lt  when  tho  contents 
of  the  seine  were  brought  in  sight.  Warden  Ratto  was 
surprised  to  see  a  monster  fish  chasing  the  carp  (of  which 
there  were  some  3001b.  in  the  seine,  he  aecartained  after- 
ward), and  making  strenuous  attempts  to  break  through 
the  net, 

"  When  Warden  Ratto  had  been  detailed  to  the  seining 
work,  he  had  received  from  his  superior  officers  instruc- 
tions to  the  effect  that  if  he  should  cap'nve  any  very  large 
game  fish  which,  by  reason  of  its  size  and  predacious 
habits,  would  be  destructive  to  other  desirable  game  fish 
species,  he  must  not  return  it  to  the  waters.   Acting  upon 


these  orders.  Warden  Ratto  and  his  men  took  the  big  fieh 
into  their  boat,  after  several  unenccessful  attempts,  and 
then  discovered  it  was  a  mighty  maecalonge,  which 
weighed  491b.  when  they  reached  tho  shore. 

'■  Having  plac»d  the  big  fellow  in  safety,  where  it  would 
keep  alive.  Warden  Katto  went  to  his  hotel,  ard  called  up 
on  the  loDg-distiDce  'phone  President  Nat.  H.  Cohen,  cf 
th9  Illinois  Fish  Commission,  reported  his  capture,  and 
asked  for  further  instructions.  The  fish  was  a  rare 
specimen  of  its  species,  perfect  in  shape,  but  much  lighter 
in  colouring  than  the  mascalonge  of  Northern  Wisconsin, 
beautifully  spotted,  and  over  oOm.  in  length, 

"  After  hearins  the  wat din's  statement.  Commissioner 
Cohen  ordered  Warden  Ratto  to  pack  the  b'g  mascalonge 
in  ice  and  take  it  to  Chicago,  where  it  was  txhibited  last 
Saturday,  and  attracted  much  attention.  The  big  fish 
was  afterward  placed  in  cold  storsgj.  and  will  be  mounted 
and  sent  to  the  Biological  Depaicment  of  the  University 
of  Illinois,  where  it  will  be  kept  as  a  rare  specimen  cf 
the  game  fish  of  the  state. 

"The  warden's  talk  over  the  wire  with  CommisBioner 
Cohen  was  overheard,  of  course,  and  the  news  of  the 
capture  spread  rapidly.  A  number  of  fishermen  at  the 
hotel  thought  it  a  shame  that  the  big  mascalonge  should 
be  taken  away,  and  report  says  a  conspiracy  was  formed 
to  filch  the  warden's  quarry.  But  he  frustrated  the  plan, 
and  carried  out  his  orders,  as  would  any  reliable 
employe." 


RIVER  COQUET. 

The  Coquet  Committee  held  their  usual  monthly  meet- 
ing at  the  Clerk's  office,  Mr.  W.  Maughan  in  the  chair. 

Closing  of  , Yellow  Trout  Season. — The  question 
of  closing  the  season  for  yellow  trout  on  the  waters  under 
the  charge  of  the  committee  was  fully  discussed.  It  was 
resolved  that  the  close  time  for  yellow  trout  in  future 
shall  commence  on  Oct.  1  instead  of  Nov.  1.  The  close 
season  for  salmon  and  bull  trout  will  remain  as  at 
present. 

■  Permits  for  Next  Sea.son.— The  fees  for  permits  for 
next  season  are  to  be  the  same  as  during  the  present 
season.  . 

Bailiff's  Reports.— The  Federation  bailiffs  report 
that  the  season  as  a  whole  has  been  a  good  one  for  anglers. 
The  run  of  fish  during  the  last  two  or  three  months  has 
been  exceptionally  gcod,  especially  as  regards  salmon, 
which  have  gone  up  the  river  in  thousands.  A  f^w  years 
ago  a  salmon^  hardly  ever  entered  the  Coquet.  This  year 
the  Coquet  bids  fair  to  take  rank  with  the  principal  salmcn 
rivers  in  the  Kingdom.  The  staking,  which  was  done  at 
the  expense  of  the  committee  some  months  ago,  ia  proving 
a  success. 

Poaching.— The  bailiffs  reported  several  cases  of 
gaffing  salmon,  and  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  prosecute 
the  various  offenders. 

Distribution  of  Permits.— The  thanks  of  the  com- 
mittee were  accorded  to  the  distributors  of  parmits  for 
their  services  during  the  present  season. 

Jno.  a.  Williamson. 

Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation,  Coquet  Committee, 


THE  ETHICS  OF  FISHING. 

"A  little  boy  was  fishing  for  the  first  time.  With 
the  customary  luck  of  a  beginner  he  had  baes  and  perch 
galore  to  answer  the  invitation  of  his  bait. 

"  Presently  the  impulses  of  the  humane  side  of  his  nature 
made  a  little  hesitating  protest  against  the  more  averago 
instincts  of  the  sportsmanlike  side.  The  wriggling  of  the 
fish  when  he  caught  them  troubled  him,  and  he  sought  to 
apologise  to  his  coEscience  for  the  suffering  he  was 
apparently  inflicting.    He  said  ; 

"  '  I  think  the  reason  they  jump  so  is  that  they  are  eo 
glad  to  get  out  of  that  wet  water.' 

Curiously  enough,  if  we  may  accept  the  testimony  of  tho 
scientists,  the  little  boy  was  quite  right.  A  fish  is  never 
so  happy  as  when  he  is  drawn  out  of  the  water.  The  air 
is  to  him  quite  all  that  laughing  gas  is  to  a  human  being. 
It  gives  him  a  hundred  times  more  oxygen  per  second  than 
his  gills  ever  got  for  him  from  the  inhalation  of  water.  It 
makes  him_ delightfully  drunken.  It  exhilarates  him.  It 
fills  him  with  a  completeness  of  physical  j  oy — the  only  joy 
he  is  capable  of  feeling — wholly  unknown  to  him  in  his 
native  element.  He  dies  presently,  it  is  true,  but  he  dies 
in  an  ecstacy  of  enjoyment  instead  of  dying  in  his  ap- 
pointed fashion  by  suffocation  in  the  maw  of  some  bigger 
fish. 

"  It  is  time  to  set  this  matter  of  fishing  upon  its  moral 
legs,  as  it  were,  an  end  to  be  accomplished  merely  by 
telling  the  truth  about  it.  A  fish  is  the  very  lowest  form 
of  the  vertebrates.  It  is  incapable  of  any  joy  except  that 
of  getting  hooked,  and  thus  drawn  out  or  the  water  to 
which  its  nature  ccudemns  it,  and  for  a  time  breathing  the 
air  that  intoxicates  it  in  delightfully  deadly  fashion.  It 
has  net  even  the  instinct  of  sexual  association  except  in  the 
case  of  a  few  rare  species.  It  knows  nothing  of  com- 
panionship, for  the  scientists  tell  us  that  even  when  tish 
swim  in  "  schools  "  it  is  only  because  they  are  engaged  in 
a  common  predatory  pursuit  of  prey,  each  endeavouring  to 
snatch  from  the  others  the  morsels  they  seek  to  swallow. 

"So  low  in  the  scale  is  the  fish  that  even  in  eating  he 
has  no  pleasure  except  that  cf  distending  his  Etomacb. 
For  the  scientists  find  no  '  taste  goblets  '  at  the  base  of  his 
tongue,  and  every  fisherman  knows  that  the  fish  swallows 
his  prey  whole,  with  no  possibility  of  detecting  its  flavour. 
And,  further,  every  fisherman  who  has  trolled  kcows  that 
the  fish  is  so  far  an  inuiscriminate  gormand  in  his  search 
for  food  that  he  will  swallow  a  coffee  spoon  with  a  barr 
attached  as  readily  as  the  daintiest  bait  morsel  that  could 
be  displayed  in  front  of  his  greedy  eyes  and  his  rapacious 
mouth. 

"  Still,  again,  every  fish  that  is  caught  upon  a  hook  geta 
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ouly  what  he  deserves.  He  is  caught  every  time  in  an 
attempt  to  swallow  gome  other  creature  whole  and  digest 
it  in  slow  torture.  lodeed,  the  entire  life  of  every  fish  is 
passed  in  ceaseless^  endeavour  to  catch  and  swallow  other 
tish.  So  far  as  sciencs  can  discover  fish  of  most  species 
make  no  disticction  even  in  favour  of  their  own  young, 
their  only  ground  of  selection  beiog  a  consideration  for 
their  individual  throats  in  the  act  of  swallowing.  On  that 
account  alone  the  severely  spined  Eunfish  escapes  the  pre- 
datory perch,  and  the  bullhead,  the  moment  his  '  horns ' 
are  hard,  ceases  to  be  in  dinger  even  from  the  most 
voracious  of  pickerel. 

The  fisherman  ig  not  a  monster  of  wanton  cruelty.  He 
is  merely  a  descendant  of  Adam,  exercising  that '  dominion ' 
over  inferior  creatures  which  God  authorised  him  to 
exercise." — New  York  World, 


Rowings      f^e  i^ag. 

1  WAS  one  of  those  who  journeyed  to  Deal  on  the  17th 
inst.,  hoping  on  the  morrow  to  get  afloat.  "Ned" 
Hanger  said  "  No,  my  boy ;  yon  are  not  going  outto-day." 
Nothing  diunted,  I  saw  the  man  whose  boat  I  had 
engaged.  I  told  him  I  had  come  to  fish,  and  I  meant 
going  out — wind  or  waves  or  hail  and  eleet  notwithstand- 
ing. He  simply  remarked,  "  There's  yonr  boat,  governor 
—take  it  ! "  But  I  didn't !  Of  course,  we  were  all 
disappointed,  but  such  experienced  men  as  Ned  Hanger 
(deputy  coxswain  of  the  Deal  lifeboat)  and  Mr.  Richanlaon, 
of  Deal  Pier  renown,  said  it  was  ridiculous  to  attempt  to 
put  cff.  Well,  the  committee  met  and  decided  to  postpone 
the  tournament  until  Dec.  2  and  3. 

)  »  t  ♦  < 

The  month  of  October  "  saw  me  "  at  Deal,  when  I  was 
not  allowed  to  go  afloat.  (It  was  as  much  as  I  could  do 
to  hold  on  to  the  railings!)  I  hear  from  "Ned"  that 
there  is  a  prospect  of  better  weather  on  Deo.  2,  and  if  I 
can  get  away  by  an  early  train  on  that  morning,  after 
"  taking  the  chair  "  at  the  Horseshoe,  Tottenham  Court- 
road,  at  the  Lychnobite  dinner  on  Dec.  1 — well ;  we  shall 
see ! 

On  Monday  it  was  my  pleasure  to  call  on  Mr.  Cooper, 
of  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  to  inspect  two  fine  pike 
which  he  has  set  up  for  Mr.  John  B.  Miller,  of  Leeds. 
They  were  captured  (as  has  already  been  reported)  in  an 
Irish  lough.  Their  weights  are  421b.  and  371b. 
respectively.   Truly  a  magnificent  brace  ! 

 > <  

On  the  same  day  I  feasted  my  eyes  on  live  pike,  taken 
by  a  gentleman  staying  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel, 
Wroxham,  in  local  waters.  Their  weights  were  221b., 
201b.,  191b.,  161b.,  and  151b.  respectively.  One  rod,  five 
fish,  total  921b. ;  and  Mr.  Cooper  has  received  instructions 
to  pat  them  all  in  one  case. 


Then  another  capture  from  the  Nene.  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ryan  says  :  "  I  was  out  on  the  19th  facing  a  nor'-easter, 
but  managed  to  capture  four  pike,  16ilb.,  14xlb.,  lOIb., 
andejlb." 


At  a  certain  club  meeting  recently  a  discussion  started 
about  the  vitality  of  tench,  and  one  member,  whose  name 
I  will  not  disclose,  but  who  is  well  known  in  the  angling 
world,  remembered  when  a  youth  of  catching  a  tench,  and, 
on  arriving  home,  cleaned  it,  cutting  the  head  off,  &o.,  and 
putting  the  fish  in  a  dish  with  some  butter  in  the  oven, 
when  (doubtless,  he  thinks,  owing  to  the  sudden  heat)  it 
ahowed  signB_  of  life,  so  much  so  that  he  had  to  close  the 
oven  door  quickly  to  prevent  it  jamping  out ! 

 ►»>♦<  

_  Theee  is  no  doubt  that  carp  and  perch  will  live  a  long 
time  "  out  of  water,"  but  I  am  not  so  sure  abont  the  fire. 
On  the  18th  icst.,  at_  Datchet,  Mr.  Horace  Howard 
captured  three  chub,  which,  with  a  few  roach  and  gudgeon, 
were  placed  in  his  creel.  After  five  hours  they  were  placed 
in  a  bath,  and  are  as  much  alive  now  as  ever  they  were. 
Their  happy  hunting  ground  is  now  an  ornamental  lake  in 
a  London  park. 


The  attractions  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  will  again 
reseive  an  impetus  on  Monday  by  the  addition  of  several 
new  "  turns,"  to  the  unparalleled  programme  :  Stebb 
and  Trepp,  grotesque  comedians;  The  Three  Castles, 
statuary  stars ;  The  Almintes,  pantomimists ;  the 
Victoria  Quartette  of  Dancers;  and  the  Four  Funny 
Turks — the  Evalos.  The  war  pictures  and  the  remainder 
of  the  eighty  "  turns  "  make  a  strong  company. 


I  HEAR  that  Mr.  E.A.  du  Plat,  whom  we  all  remember 
at  the  Aquarium,  and  who  is  bo  well  known  at  Deal  by 
the  British  Sea  Anglers,  has  been  appointed  by  Mr.  Geo. 
Edwards  as  his  London  and  Provincial  Press  Representa- 
tive. I  am  sure  that  they  both  ought  to  be  congratulated. 
With  his  characteristic  generosity,  Mr.  Geo.  Edwardes  will 
arrange  for  a  matioes  at  the  Gaiety  Theatre  on  Dec,  6,  on 
behalf  of  the  Girls'  Orphanage,  at  Brentwood. 

 >♦♦♦<  

On  Friday  evening,  Nov.  30,  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  A.  A.  will  hold  a  "  Ladies  Night  and  Cigarette 
Concert  "  at  the  Castle  Hotel.  A  capital  programme  has 
been  arranged  for  the  occasion,  including  the  services  of 
Mr.  John  Warren,  who  will  appear  in  his  ventriloquial 
entertainment.  Dr.  Travers  will  preside;  Mr.  F.  S. 
Foster  in  the  vice. 


While  at  Deal  recently  I  received  some  "  preserved 
mussels  "  from  Mr,  Frank  Gosden,  of  460,  Oxtord-road, 
Reading,  He  tells  me  he  is  sending  them  on  to  various 
stations— Deal,  Wales,  Malta,  South  Africa— in  fact  all 
parts  of  the  world,  I  only  regret  that  the  elements  were 
against  me,  or  I  certainly  should  have  sampled  the  "pre- 
served mussels," 


The  best  thing  for  keeping  the  line  upon  the  surface  of 
the  water,  from  the  end  of  the  rod  to  the  top  of  the  float, 
is  palm  oil.  Though  called  an  oil,  it  is,  in  fact,  an  oint- 
ment, and  looks  like  yellow  pomatum.  When  I  have  used 
it  I  have  had  the  whole  length  of  line  between  the  rod- 
point  and  the  float  lying  like  a  strip  of  cork  on 
the  water.  This  is  a  great  advantage  in  weedy 
waters.  To  use  the  ointment,  take  some  (f  it  up 
between  the  finger  and  thumb,  and  rub  it  into  the 
line.  Keep  on  doing  this  from  day  to  day  for  a 
few  days,  when  the  line  will  get  saturated  with  it,  and  be 
ready  for  use,  "  Esox  Lucius  "  must  renew  the  dressing 
from  time  to  time.  He  cannot  expect  that  one  dressing 
will  last  for  ever,  I  am  told  that  this  palm  oil  is,  or  is 
akin  to,  the  yellow  grease  that  is  used  for  the  axles  of  rail- 
way carriages ;  but  whether  that  is  so  or  not,  I  can  recom- 
mend it  from  personal  experience  as  an  excellent  thing  to 
keep  the  line  up  whilst  fishing  for  pike. 

A  SAD  drowning  fatality  occurred  near  Penybont, 
Radnorshire,  on  Tuesday  evening.  Three  young  men, 
eons  of  Mr.  James  Lloyd,  a  farmer,  of  Doleswood,  went 
fishing  in  the  river.  While  endeavouring  to  land  a  fish  in 
Abermithel  Pool  they  got  out  of  their  depth,  and  were 
drowned  before  the  eyes  of  their  father,  who  was  on  the 
river  bank,    Twr>  of  the  bodies  have  been  recovered. 


"Many  species  of  weeds  have  sunk  to  their  winter's 
rest  with  the  hearty  blessing  of  the  pike  spinner,"  says 
the  Camhrirlgc  Chronicle,  "but  the  mild  weather 
encourages  eome  of  the  perennials,  especially  the  family 
Potamogeton,  of  which  there  are  about  sixteen  members. 
P.  perfoliatus  is  responsible  for  many  a  lost  trace  and  flight 
of  hooks  and  waste  of  naughty  words.  Fifty  years  ago 
a  most  remarkable  amazon  plant  invaded  every  river, 
ditch,  and  pond  of  the  Fenland,  we  say  amazon  for  no 
male  plant  was  ever  discovered.  For  years  the  North 
American  Vixen  carried  on  a  war  of  suffocation,  anacharis 
ahinaBtrum  (thyme  weed)  reigned  supreme,  arrogant 
mistress  of  the  native  growth  of  the  waters.  Potamogeton 
(willow  weed,  local)  grew  sick  and  well  nigh  succumbed  in 
the  districts.  But  for  more  than  twenty  years  fish  were 
protected  from  nearly  all  engines  of  destruction,  and 
increased  prodigiously  under  this  influence. 

 >»»♦<  

A  NovEMBEE  Day. 
This  is  indeed  a  true  November  day. 
For  all  the  trees  are  bare  ;  not  e'en  a  leaf 
To  grace  their  boughs  ;  and,  seeming  full  of  grief, 
The  dark,  sad  evergreen  holds  out  her  spray 
O'er  sleeping  Nature's  bed.    Each  little  stream 
Rolls  on  in  majesly^  a  mimic  flood. 
Its  once  pure,_  limpid  waters  stained  with  the  mud. 
And  Nature,  in  a  friendly  cloud  of  steam 
Has  hid  her  nakedness  as  with  a  veil. 
And  spangled  with  her  tears  each  bough  o'erhead, 
Weeping  for  all  her  children  who  lie  dead 
And  buried  o'er  each  lonely  hill  and  dale  ; 
And,  hid  behind  a  dark  grey  cloud,  the  sun 
Seems  as  if  this  sad  prospect  he  would  shun, 
Sandiacre  Rectory.  S.  J.  Smith. 


Weiting  from  the  Wherry  Hotel,  Oulton  Broad,  Mr. 
Horn  says  a  nice  pike  was  taken  on  Monday  afternoon 
weighing  221b.    It  was  43in.  in  length,  and  20iin,  in  girth. 
)  »  »  »  < 

On  Wednesday  evening,  Deo.  6,  a  smoking  concert  will 
be  held  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  That 
there  will  be  a  splendid  array  of  talent  goes  without 
saying,  especially  when  it  is  mentioned  that  such  past 
masterg  in  the  art  of  entertaining  as  Glassington,  Mallett, 
and  Croft-Handley  have  the  "  show  "  in  hand. 

 >♦■♦♦■<  

The  Mourner. 
Out  on  the  rocks  she  sits  and  sighs, 

All  alone  with  the  sea  ; 
Tinted  gold  'neath  the  twilight  skies, 

And  murmurs  soft,  "  Ah  me  !  " 

While  on  the  shore  where  the  shadows  play. 

Heeding  not  one  her  plight ; 
The  fair  youths  wander  away,  away, 

Bent  on  homeward  flight. 

That's  why  the  seagull  whispered  "  Why  ! 

What  is  it  all  about  ?  " 
And  then  :  "  Little  mermaid— there — don't  cry, 

I  see,  it's  your  first  year  out !  " 


A  NEW  club,  under  the  name  of  "The  Kynaston 
Angling  Society,"  has  been  formed  in  Stoke  Newington, 
with  headquarters  at  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Kynaston-road, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Mansfield  proprietor.  It  has  already  enrolled 
a  considerable  number  of  members,  and  bids  fair  to  become 
an  iriflnential  club  in  the  neighbourhood.  Mr.  Councillor 
C.  Mansfifld,  of  West  Ham,  has  consented  to  become  its 
first  president,  and  among  other  f  flioers  elected  to  conduct 
the  bueiness  of  the  society  are  Mr.  8.  Wright,  chairman 
of  committee;  Mr.  E.  H.  Mansfield,  hon.  treasurer;  and 
J.  A.  Halford,  secretary.   Gentlemen  wishing  to  htoome 


members  can  obtain  full  information  from  the  treasurer  or 
secretary  at  the  headquarters.  The  olnb  is  enrolled  on 
the  Central  Association. 

 >»»»<  

The  South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List,  after 
a  most  succepsful  career  for  many  years,  suddenly,  from 
gome  unaccountable  reason,  seemed  to  lose  the  interest  of 
apglers,  and,  as  a  consequence,  ceased  to  operate.  A 
circular  recently  sent  to  all  South  London  societies, 
suggesting  the  re-organisation  of  the  list,  was  very  warmly 
received,  and  the  large,  enthusiastic  meeting,  held  at  Host 
Shepherd's,  Masons'  Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  on 
Monday  evening,  bore  ample  testimony  to  the  great 
interest  taken  in  the  question.  The  delegates  from 
fourteen  societies  set  to  work,  and  unanimously  agreed  to 
at  once  re-Btart  the  business  of  the  visiting  list.  The  first 
resolution,  recording  the  past  good  results,  and  urging  the 
desirability  of  re-starting  the  list,  was  agreed  to. 


The  following  othcers  wero  duly  elected :  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wads,  president;  vice-president,  Mr.  J.  Smith;  and  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith.  The  old  rules  were  re-modelled, 
several  important  improvements  and  additions  being  made. 
Annual  subscription  fixed  as  before,  the  amount  being 
paid  by  nearly  every  Society's  delegate  present.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  shortly  issue  a  printed  list,  and  clubs  who 
propose  joining  are  requested  to  at  once  advise  the 
secretary.  The  ballot  for  first  visit  was  taken,  and 
resulted  in  favour  of  the  United  Brothers  A.S.,  held  at 
the  Druid's  Head,  Deptford  Broadway.  Hearty  vote  of 
thanks  accorded  Mr.  Wade  for  presiding.  AH  letters  to 
be  sent  to  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith,  10,  Warndon. 
street,  Rotherhithe,  S.E. 


"  This  is  a  small  world  "—at  least,  so  I  have  heard.  On 
leaving  the  club-room  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday 
evening  (at  the  Frascati)  I  passed  the  Banqueting  Hall, 
where  180  gentlemen  connected  with  the  London  and 
Westminster  Bank  Sports  Club  were  doing  themselves 
very  nicely.  One  of  the  secretaries  (Mr.  J.  L,  Challis) 
found  me  a  chair  and  a  cigar,  and  I  listened  to  the 
speeches,  songs,  and  recitations.  The  chair  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  O.  A.  Benecke,  supported  by  Messrs.  Norman, 
Gosohen,  Leaf,  Arbuthnot,  &c.  Four  members  of  the 
bank  were  present  who  had  just  returned  from  service  in 
the  C.I.V.'s.  Next  to  fishing— to  judge  from  the  stalwart 
frames  and  sturdy  limbs  of  the  "  Bank  Boys"— I  should 
imagine  that  football,  cricket,  bowls  and  quoits,  skittles, 
lawn  tennis,  &c.,  were  very  healthful  games. 

 >  »» ♦ <  

The  club  was  established  in  1898  to  purchase  and  main^ 
tain  a  "  sports  ground"  for  the  use  of  members  of  the 
various  athletic  clubs  of  the  bank.  There  are  212  full 
members  and  176  honorary  subscribers.  The  income 
exceeds  £800  per  year ;  the  dinner  (served  in  grand  style 
by  the  Frascati)  was  the  first  given  since  acquiring  the 
freehold  of  their  ground  at  Norbury,  I  hope  to  dine  with 
them  next  year,  especially  if  they  will  guarantee  to  secure 
the  services  of  Mr,  G.  Schneider,  whose  rendering  of  the 
"  Bassoon  "  song  was  extremely  funny.  Success  to  the 
club! 


Mt  brother  Greshamite  (Mr,  Mignot)  writes:  "The 
reading  of  that  touching  and  graphic  article  by  Darby 
Stafford  in  a  recent  Fishing  Gazette  brought  back  to 
me  dear  memories  of  long  ago.   When  I  used  to  go— 

"  Fishing  in  the  old  mill  stream. 
Many  were  the  happy  hours  I've  seen. 
On  its  banks  of  verdure  rare, 
How  oft  have  I  sat  there 
Angling  in  the  old  mill  stream. 

"  How  often,  when  a  boy. 
Full  of  hope  and  life  and  joy, 
I  sat  and  fished  and  mused  in  idle  dreams. 
Listening  to  the  dear  old  mill 
And  the  streamlet's  rippliog  rill. 
Fishing  in  the  old  "  mill  stream," 
When  my  life  was  one  biight  beam, 
Full  of  sunlight,  laughter. 
Ceaseless  as  the  stream,  dashing,  hotly  swirling, 
Happy  as  the  old  "mill  stream." 

Those  days  are  gone  for  aye. 
The  mill  is  in  decay. 

And  the  miller  lies  beneath  a  mound  of  green ; 
Yet  I  in  fancy  hear  his  trill 
And  the  humming  of  the  mill. 
While  fishing  in  the  old  mill  stream. 

And  hushed  voices  seem  to  whisper. 

And  loved  faces  by  one  seem 

To  smile  a  welcome  as  of  yore. 

While  fishing  in  the  old  mill  stream, 

As  I  sit  there  by  the  mUl 

My  heart  it  seems  to  fill. 

And  I  sit  and  ponder  on  that  land  unseen 

I  so  silently  am  nearing, 

Happy,  trusting,  never  fearing. 

Floating  down  life's  old  mill  stream. 


The  hon.  sec.  'of  the  recent  A.B.S.  competition  at 
Richmond  would  ba  glad  if  prizes  promised  are  sent  in  at 
once,  as  the  committee  are  anxious  to  fix  the  date  of  the 
d'stribution,  I  am  also  asked  to  state  that  the  hon.  sec. 
of  the  Lychnobite  A.S.  (Mr.  Sid  Ransom)  would  be  glad 
if  members  and  friends  who  intend  being  present  on 
Dec.  1,  at  the  annual  dinner,  would  kindly  send  notice  to 
that  effect.   Address,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  E.C. 

Draoket. 
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GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOGIBTT. 

On  Taesday  evening  lasb  we  had  a  Bohemian  conoerfc, 
acd  the  weather  on  this  occasion  was  favourable.  There 
was  a  capital  attendance  of  members  and  friends,  and  the 
concert  proved  very  enjoyable,  Mr.  J.  P.  Connetlan  pre- 
siding. Mr  Ftlix  Hotohkiss  sang  "  King  of  the  Elves" 
and  "  There's  a  Lind,"  both  being  well  rendered,  and  he 
gave  "Father  O'FJyon"  as  an  encore  to  his  last  Bonn. 
Mrs.  Winifrfd  Croger  gave  a  favourite  in  "  Robin  Adair." 
Miss  Mabel  Croffer  sang  "  The  Beau'iful  Isle  of  the  Set  " 
and  "  In  Old  Madrid "  very  prettily.  Mrs.  and  Misa 
Oroger  also  gave  as  a  duet  "  Ah  !  Lovely  Morning."  For 
instrumental  music  Mr.  Emons  gave  a  banjo  solo.  Misa 
Lena  Geissler  gave  selections  on  the  piano,  Overture 
"  Figaro  "  and  "  Souvenir  a  Vienne,"  as  well  as  accom- 
panjing  during  the  evening.   The  Lambert  Trio  gave 

Hooh  Hapsburg "  on  mandolines.  Mr.  Butlin  gave 
a  capital  rendering  of  "  Queen  of  the  Earth"  and  one 
other  song.  Miss  Ada  Moriarty  charmed  all  with  a  perfect 
rendering  of  "The  Green  Isle  of  Erin"  and  "  Kathleen 
Mavourneen,"  and  though  it  was  the  desire  of  the  chair- 
man that  no  encore  would  be  insisted  upon,  the  calls  for 
Miss  Moriarty  to  oblige  again  were  not  to  be  denied,  and  she 
sang,  perhaps,  her  sweetest,  "  Killarney."  Mr.  Jesse  Birch 
played  two  mazurkas  on  the  violin,  as  well  as  the  Air 
Varie,  by  De  Beriot,  all  being  very  much  liked.  Mr.  Wilfred 
C.  Pepper  sang  two  tenor  songs,  "  Mary,"  and  "  An 
Evening  Song,"  for  which  he  was  much  applauded,  and, 
with  Mr.  Hotchkiss,  sang  the  duet  "  Excelsior."  Singing 
"  God  Save  the  Qaeen,"  and  the  passing  of  hearty  votes 
of  thanks  to  the  artistes  and  friends  for  assisting,  to  the 
visitors  for  their  attendance,  and  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Gonnellan 
for  presiding,  terminated  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 
There  was  little  opportunity  of  getting  particulars  as  to 
fishing  by  members,  but  I  understand  Mr.  J.  Clarke  hag 
had  a  unique  experience  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Leigh, 
taking  forty  fish,  weighing  35Ib.,  including  five  flounders 
of  over  21b.  each.  The  society  will  shortly  be  changing  its 
headquarters,  and  it  is  hoped  a  room  will  be  secured  in 
which  the  present  museum  may  be  displayed  to  greater 
advantage.  The  hon.  curator  requests  any  members  who 
have  fine  specimens  to  kindly  place  them  at  bis  disposal  on 
loan  to  the  society.  They  would  be  insured,  and  every 
care  be  taken  of  them.  Tliose  members  favourable  to  the 
scheme  are  requested  to  send  particulars  in  writing  to  the 
hon.  curator.  J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec). 

Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.G. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOOIETT. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  the  society,  held  at 
the  Eestanrant  Fraecati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on  Wednes- 
day, Nov.  21,  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  0.  0.  Minchin  occupied  the 
chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  oonfirmed.  The  hon.  sec.  read  reports  from  the 
society's  agents  at  Deal,  Ballycotton,  Penzance,  and 
Southwold.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  reported  that  he  had  just 
arrived  from  Deal,  and  had  found  that  plenty  of  codling 
and  whiting  were  being  obtained  from  the  pier,  but  very 
little  was  being  taken  by  the  boats.  The  N.B.  wind  was 
still  blowing  heavy.  Mr.  Graham  reported  having  been 
fishing  at  Southend,  but  found  sport  poor.  The  members 
present  informally  discussed  the  postponement  of  the 
competition,  and  the  feeling  of  the  meeting  was  that  the 
action  of  the  oommittee  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  society. 
The  hon.  sec.  read  a  notice,  which  will  be  published  in  the 
press,  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  member  competing,  in  which 
the  reasons  for  postponement  and  the  dates  fixed  (Dec.  2 
and  3)  are  given.  No  new  entries  are  to  be  accepted.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  and  the  usual  toast  to 
the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


PISCATORIAL  SOOIETT. 

The  majority  of  the  experiences  given  on  Monday 
evening  were  decidedly  of  an  amusing  rather  than  of  a 
substantial  character.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  chair- 
man, and  at  the  outset  it  appeared  that  the  north-easterly 
gales  which  had  been  blowing  at  the  end  of  last  week  had 
been  distinctly  bad  for  both  fresh  and  salt  water  angling. 
Captain  A.  E.  Hay  ward  Pinch,  who  had  been  to  Deal  in 
connection  with  the  B.S.A.  competition,  had  encountered 
mountains  of  waves,  and  had  had  a  rare  blow,  but  that  was 
nearly  all  he  had  to  report  of  a  satisfactory  kind.  The 
gallant  captain,  in  company  with  Mr.  E  McFee,  a  brother 
Piscatorial,  caught  six  score  of  whiting.  But  such 
whiting!  The  whole  biling  lot  did  not  weigh  181b.,  and 
several  "specimens"  did  not  turn  the  scile  at  a  Joz. 
Then  the  genial  doctor,  yclept  Patterson,  jumped  up  and 
conveyed  to  the  meeting  the  extraordinary  information 
that  for  the  first  time  in  his  life  he  had  had  a  pure  and 
unadulterated  attack  ,of  mal  de  mer.  Father  Neptune 
must  have  been  in  an  exceedingly  bad  humour  to  cause  so 
hardened  a  sailor  as  the  doctor  to  meet  with  such  an 
absolutely  unique  experience.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  told 
the  company  that  he  had  not  been  sea-sick,  but  he  had  had 
a  sickening  time  at  Newbury,  where  he  had  tried  to  fish 
for  roach  with  a  howling  wind  behind  him  and  mimic 
waves  in  front  of  him.  He  added  that  he  had  one  bite  "  as 
usual."  Mr.  R.  Bradford,  who  accompanied  the  la?t- 
named  gentleman,  did  not  do  so  well  even  as  his  friend  ; 
he  could  only  say  that  he  "nearly"  had  a  touch.  He 
gave,  however,  the  meeting  a  bit  of  news  which  will 
interest  Piscatorials  generally,  viz. ,  that  the  building  of  Mrs. 
Baxter's  chateau,  christened  "  Lambourne  Lodge,"  was 
prrgressiug  rapidly  towards  completion.  He  mentioned 
jocularly  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  construct  a 
"  T.  T.,"  which,  being  interpreted,  means  a  "  Twopenny 
Tube,"  from  the  Swan  to  the  new  house,  with  a  station 


midway  between  the  two.  The  fares  have  not  yet  been 
arranged,  this  momentous  question  still  exercising  the 
minds  of  the  board  of  directors.  Mr.  Horace  Brown  told 
big  far  too  frequent  tale  of  bad  luck  amongst  grayling  at 
Hnngerford.  He  had  to  fish  in  a  gale  and  had  no  grayling. 
He,  however,  hooked  what  he  imagined  to  be  a  4lb.  fish, 
but  this,  on  being  landed,  turned  out  to  be  a  21b.  trout. 
Mr.  Brown  had  three  brace  of  the  speckled  ones,  one 
brace  being  a  really  handsome  couple.  All  were,  of 
course,  returned  to  the  water.  Mr.  S.  Morby  related  how 
he,  with  a  party  of  a  dozen,  went  to  fish  for  j  ick  in  a 
private  preserve  and  creeled  seventeen  fish,  turning  bick 
170,  but  the  biggest  amongst  the  lot  weighed  only  31b.  8  )z. 
This  "  monster  "  Mr.  Morby  cinght  while  he  was  asleep. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had  been  on  a  visit  to  the  Ouse.  On 
Friday  he  did  no  good  at  all,  on  Saturday  it  was  worse, 
Sunday  was  a  dies  non,  and  on  Monday  he  returned 
home  a  sadder  man.  I  would  remind  members  of  the 
annual  supper  on  Monday,  at  7.30  p.m.  sharp.  A  large 
muster  is  confidently  expected.  M.  G.  E.  de  0. 


IMPORTANT  SHANNON  FISHERY  CASE. 
INJUNCTION  GRANTED. 

A  VERY  important  and  interesting  fishery  case  was 
heard  last  week  in  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  Four 
Courts,  Dublin.  The  hearing  occupied  two  days.  It  was 
a  complaint  lodged  with  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  by 
Surgeon-Gen.  O'Nial,  C.B.,of  KiUaloe,  as  proprietor,  and 
Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Abbey  View,  KiUaloe,  as  lessee  of  a 
valuable  salmon  and  trout  preserve,  about  one  mile  and  a 
quarter  in  extent,  in  the  Shannon,  at  that  station,  against 
John  Johnson  and  W.  Ives,  fishermen,  for  trespass  on 
said  waters,  which  extends  from  the  bridge  to  Bally 
Valley  point,  at  the  outlet  of  Lough  Derg.  Plaintiffs 
claimed  through  the  Bishops  of  Killaloe  from  the  year 
1600  down  to  the  present  time.  Tne  title  of  the  bishops 
was  fully  gone  into,  acd  also  their  various  dealings  with 
the  property.  The  defendants  asserted  that  they  had  a 
right  of  fishing  in  a  portion  of  the  river,  about  230yds.  in 
length,  from  the  bridge.  They  also  asserted  that  they 
were  always  entitled  to  this  right  cf  fishing. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs, 
restraining  the  defendants  from  fishing  from  the  bridge  at 
Killaloe  to  Bally  Valley,  a  distance  of  one  and  a  quarter 
miles,  the  defendants  to  pay  costs  of  the  injunction.  The 
stretch  of  water  in  question  is  one  of  the  best  and  earliest 
spring  salmon  fisheries  on  the  Shannon.  S.  J.  H. 


TARPON  FISHING. 

1  AM  going  to  say  a  few  words  on  tarpon  tackle,  and 
how  to  hook  a  tarpon.  The  rod  I  prefer  is  of  greenheart 
from  end  to  end  (lancewood  is  very  good  with  an  ash  butt), 
from  8ft.  to  10ft.  long,  with  German  silver  guides  and  reel 
seat  (a  man  must  suit  himself  about  a  reel  seat ;  there  are 
a  great  many  good  ones  on  the  market  to-day).  My  reel 
carries  600ft.  of  No.  24  silver  lake  (Cuttyhunk)  tarpon 
line,  and  is  controlled  by  a  leather  drag.  This  drag  can  be 
turned  back  when  yon  are  ready  to  cast. 

Now  as  to  hooks  and  leaders,  I  have  tried  them  all,  and 
I  take  fine  piano  wire,  have  it  out  into  pieces  2ft.  long  and 
join  four  of  them  together,  making  an  8ft.  leader.  A  man 
can  make  hia  leader  just  as  long  as  he  pleases.  People 
differ — especially  over  fishing  tackle  and  guns.  My 
favourite  hook  is  the  O'Shaughnessy.  In  Galveston  we 
have  to  use  a  float  and  sinker  just  heavy  enough  to  keep 
the  cork  well  up. 

Now  that  we  have  the  tackle,  the  next  thing  is  how  to  use 
it.  Let  us  find  ourselves  standing  on  the  North  Jetties  in 
Galveston.  At  first,  casting  with  a  stiff  rod  and  a  leader 
sometimes  a  foot  longer  than  your  rod  is  very  awkward, 
the  more  so  if  you  have  cast  with  a  fly.  But  you  learn  to 
cast,  and  now  you  are  ready  to  meet  the  silver  king.  He 
comes  with  a  rush,  and  your  hand  drops  to  your  reel  (we 
are  out  for  the  first  time  after  tarpon,  and  are  pretty 
clumsy  at  first),  the  crank  is  turning  sixty  miles  an  hour  ; 
it  hits  you  on  the  hand,  and  you — well,  then  you  go  to  put 
your  thumb  on  your  leather  drag,  but  you  put  it  instead  of 
on  the  drag  (for  the  beginner  always  forgets  to  lay  his 
drag  on  the  line  after  casting)  on  the  line  itself ;  and  it  is 
hot.  I  have  done  this  time  and  again,  and  it  hurts  far 
more  than  an  ordinary  burn.  Ah  !  the  silver  king  leaves 
the  water ;  he  seems  to  shake  his  lordly  head ;  your  hook 
goes  in  one  direction,  your  mullet  in  the  other.  You 
wonder  how,  after  hooking  three  or  four,  that  the  hook 
never  seems  to  get  hooked.  Here  is  one  secret :  When  a 
tarpon  strikes,  you  strike  him  back.  Look  into  the  fish's 
mouth,  and  you  will  see  the  reason  for  this.  One  out  of 
fifty  might  hook  himself.  After  you  have  got  your  tarpon 
firmly  hooked,  keep  cool ;  don't  get  excited  when  he 
jumps.  Each  time  he  jumps  he  loses  a  great  deal  of 
strength.  Keep  as  much  strain  on  your  line  as  it  will 
hold.  A  tarpon  nearly  always  cuts  your  line  when  he 
jumps  and  falls  on  it.  A  man  who  lands  a  tarpon  with  a 
1ft.  leader  deserves  ten  times  more  credit  than  a  man  who 
lands  one  with  a  10ft.  leader.  If  he  falls  on  your  line, 
good-bye,  tarpon. 

I  hope  that  some  brother  sportsman  who  has  fished  for 
tarpon  will  write  what  he  thinks  the  bast  tackle  for  tarpon, 
and  how  to  catch  them — a  true  sportsman  is  always  ready 
to  learn.  The  reason  I  prefer  a  piano  wire  leader  is  that  it 
is  not  much  larger  than  the  line,  will  hold  anything,  and 
does  not  frighten  a  figh  as  a  thick  one  is  apt  to  do.  You 
will  get  three  strikes  on  a  thin  leader  where  you  get 
one  on  a  thick  one — that  is  my  experience. 

  -C.  K.  Byrue,  in  Fiii^sLand  Stream. 

P.  S.~I  am  on  a  ranch  in  wegtern  Texas,  and  I  never 
saw  so  many  quail.  I  am  having  a  great  time  with  them, 
and  plenty  of  wild  cat  hunting  with  hounds. 

C.  K.  B. 


Woics  from  lf)e  ^orf^. 

The  poachers  are  now  having  their  innings — in  the 
Sheriff  Court.  That  is,  all  that  can  be  caught  in  the  act, 
or  with  incriminating  instruments  in  their  possession.  At 
Peebles,  on  Friday,  Sheriff  Orphoot  disposed  of  four 
cases  in  which  a  mison,  a  mill  worker,  a  gardener,  and  a 
shepherd  w>>re  respectively  interested  in  various  localities, 
and  inflicted  fines  ranging  from  Ss.  to  78.  Od. 


Another  batch  of  Deveron  poachers  were  up  before  the 
sheriff  at  Aberdeen,  and  were  let  down  with  like  oenalties 
— two  of  them  being  mulcted  in  Ss.  each,  while  the  others 
got  off  scot-free.  ____ 

With  the  continuance  of  the  present  series  of  floods, 
lasting  now,  off  and  on,  since  the  middle  of  September- 
some  nine  weeks  of  it  in  all — fish  are  getting  crowded  into 
the  upper  reaches,  while  the  show  of  spawners  in  the  side 
streams,  such  as  the  Feugh,  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  so 
promising. 

The  angling  season  on  the  Annan  closed  on  Thursday 
last,  and  has  been  a  poor  one  all  through,  en  account  of 
the  wet  back-end.  The  Nith  and  Esk  closed  on  the  same 
day,  and  although  a  little  better  than  last  year,  was 
nothing  like  the  autumna  experienced  a  few  years  back. 

Sir  David  Stewart,  D.L.,  Banchory,  Deverick,  owns  a 
bit  of  nice  finnock  and  salmon  (autumn)  water  on  the 
Dee,  and  although  not  now  an  angler,  he  is  most  generous 
to  his  friends  and  neighbours,  and  a  day  on  his  beat  ia 
worth  having  when  there  is  a  late  run  of  fish  on  the  move. 

Yet  more  Sabbath  (slap)  breakers  !  Last  week,  in  the 
Banff  Sheriff  Court,  Mr.  Thos.  West,  Buobaohaven,  on 
the  Moray  Firth,  answered  to  the  charge  of  having  left 
two  bag  nets  intact  in  the  sea,  between  Saturday,  Aug.  18, 
and  Monday  the  20c,h,  brought  against  him  by  the 
Deveron  Fishery  Beard.  He  pleaded  auilty,  saying  that 
the  nets  were  so  weighted  down  with  jelly  fish  that  they 
could  not  be  removed.  The  excuse  would  not  wash,  and  he 
was  mulcted  in  £6  in  all.  _____ 

A  painful  sensation  was  caused  in  Nairn  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  when  the  tragic  intelligence  got  abroad  that 
the  dead  body  of  Sir  Alexander  J.  Dunbar,  Bart.,  of 
Boath,  had  been  found  in  the  harbour.  He  had  been 
missing  since  Thursday  evening,  when  in  crossing  the  low 
bridge  over  the  Lossie  he  had  lost  his  footing,  fallen  into 
the  flooded  stream,  and  drowned  before  his  cries  could  be 
heard.  Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  haa, 
during  the  last  few  months,  been  the  means  of  doing 
a  great  amount  of  good  in  helping  a  number  of 
members  who  have  faUen  into  distress.  Since  July  last 
the  sum  of  £30  has  been  paid  out  to  the  members,  and 
there  are  at  the  present  time  several  cases  before  the 
notice  of  the  divisional  committee  in  which  assistance  ia 
required .  There  has  been  a  big  pull  upon  the  funds  of  late, 
but  still,  there  is  plenty  of  money  in  the  bank  to  meet  all 
future  demands ;  but  with  the  winter  now  before  us  there 
is  no  knowing  how  many  cases  the  committee  will  have  to 
consider,  and  how  much  money  will  have  to  be  paid  away. 
This  has  been  fully  considered,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  committee  the  advisability  of  holding  a  soiree  or  a 
concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  will  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. In  the  past  these  affairs  have  been  the  means 
of  keeping  up  the  funds  of  the  society.  More  visits 
should  be  made  to  the  clubs,  and,  if  possible,  more 
power  should  be  brought  to  bear  to  get  new  mem- 
bers to  join.  Now  is  just  the  time  to  visit  the 
clubs,  as  they  are  better  attended  now  than  any  other 
time  in  the  year.  I  hear  on  good  authority  that  the 
proprietor  of  the  Victoria  Hotel,  Pershore,  intends  taking 
a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Midland  anglers  next 
year,  and  that  he  intends  giving  a  silver  challenge  cup  of 
the  value  of  £26,  to  be  competed  for  by  the  different 
angling  clubs  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  fishing 
the  Avon  at  Pershore.  This  will  bring  a  large  number 
of  anglers  to  this  district,  and  other  gentlemen  who 
have  fishing  in  the  immediate  vicinity  will,  no  doubt, 
put  up  prizes  for  competitions.  The  sub-committee  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  has  met  and  considered 
the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  association  general  meet- 
ing that  an  annual  contest  should  be  held.  They  decided 
that  the  contest  should  be  an  open  one,  and  that  all  the 
members  should  be  permitted  to  teke  part  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  an  entrance  fee,  euch  fee  to  be  fixed  by  the 
ordinary  committee,  and  that  the  sum  of  £20  be 
given  in  prizes,  and  £20  be  expended  in  purchasing  a 
silver  challenge  cup,  and  also  that  a  gold  medal  independent 
of  the  first  prize  should  be  given  to  the  first  prize  winner, 
and  that  the  final  arrangements  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
general  committee  and  be  settled  at  their  next  meeting. 
The  important  matter  of  taking  over  a  portion  of  the  river 
Severn  from  above  Stourport  down  to  Gloucester  was 
considered,  when  it  was  decided  to  write  J.  W.  Willia 
Bund  upon  the  matter,  and  to  get  all  the  necessary 
information,  so  as  to  place  it  before  the  committee  at  their 
next  meeting.  Mr.  Sam  Marshall,  of  the  Oak  Society, 
with  his  usual  liberality,  has  given  his  club  two  silvtr 
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Eosliah  lever  watches,  to  be  presented  to  the  members 
taking  the  best  roach  and  pike  during  the  season.  Mr. 
J.  Hughes  took  the  largest  roach,  and  was  presented 
with  ope  of  the_  watches  on  Tuesday  last.  The  pike 
competition  remains  open  until  the  end  ot  January.  The 
stipulation  is  that  the  pike  must  be  over  10. b.  We  are 
having  dull  and  dreary  weather,  which  is  very  much 
against  angling.  Still  a  few  of  our  members  have  been 
out,  but  the  results  have  been  very  disappointinjr  indeed. 
Sport  has  been  very  poor,  and  only  a  few  small  fish  ha,ve 
been  taken.  When  we  get  a  spell  of  dry  frosty  weather 
the  pike  fishermen  will  be  able  to  g«t  to  work,  and  some- 
thing worth  recording  wUl  come  to  hand. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  rair  y  seacon  seems  to  have  set  in  in  earn  est,  for  scarcely 
a  day  passes  without  a  shower.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  banks  of  the  various  watercourses  have  been  reduced 
to  a  sta,te  of  quagmire,  and  trolling  is  not  carried  on  under 
the  easiest  ot  conditions.  The  rainfall,  however,  has  not, 
at  present,  been  too  heavy ;  there  has  jast  been  enough  to 
keep  the  waters  in  the  very  pink  of  condition.  Notwith- 
standing this,  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  roach  have 
afforded  such  indifferent  sport.  It  has  only  been  where 
due  regard  has  been  paid  to  ground-baiting  that  sports- 
men have  done  any  gord  at  all.  Boach  there  are  in 
abundance  on  most  waters,  but  to  allure  them  has 
required  the  skUl  of  the  most  expert  rodster.  The 
only  exception  that  can  be  made  with  regard  to  roach 
fishing  is  the  Glen— a  favourite  winter  stream — where  one 
or  two  good  bags  of  red  fins  have  been  secured.  The 
Mount  Pleaeapt  drain — another  good  resort — has  been 
persistently  tried,  but  the  fish  are  wonderfully  inactive. 
On  the  other  hand,  pike  fishing  is  meeting  with  a  large 
measure  of  success.  On  the  Witham  many  rods  are  daily 
at  work.  In  the  Dogdyke  district  several  fish  weighing 
up  to  71b.  apiece  have  been  captured,  and  satisfactory 
snort  has  been  had  higher  up  the  river,  notably  about 
Eirkstead  and  Bardney.  Trolling  on  the  Forty-foot  has 
also  proved  remunerative.  Amongst  the  takes  recently 
recorded  were  two  brace  weighing  211b.  The  Welland 
has  recently  yielded  some  very  good  chub. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Cold  north-easterly  winds  have  prevailed  in  this  district 
during  the  past  few  days,  consequently  little  has  be^n  done 
in  roach  fishing ;  but  during  last  week  a  few  nice  fisb  were 
taken  in  various  parts  of  the  Hull,  and  one  angler  at 
F  gham  took  two  very  good  fish  that  scaled  lib.  ijjz.  and 
lib.  2Joz.  reepecfively.    A  few  good  pike  have  been  taken 
in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river,  and  Mr.  H.  Forman,  of 
the  Beverley  Angling  Club,  secured  one  of  81b.  weight 
above  Hempholme  L  ck  ;  and  near  Frodingham  Beck-end 
one  was  taken  with  live-bait  estimated  to  weigh  between 
91b.  and  101b  j  and  as  most  waters  are  now  in  very  fair 
trim  for  pike  fishing,  with  a  few  sharp  frosts  this  class  of 
angling  would  be  good  in  most  quarters  daring  the  coming 
week,  and  with  favourable  weather  both  the  rivers 
Ancholme,    Ludd,    Hull,   Derwent,  and   the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  would,  no  doubt,  pay  for   a  visit, 
for  they   all   more   or   less  abound   with  pike,  and 
the  Ancholme,  Derwent,  and  Hull  contain  some  grand 
specimens.    Some  of  the  tributaries  of  both  the  Hull  and 
Derwent  contain  a  quantity  of  smaller  ones,  and  would  be 
all  the  better  for  a  thinning,  considering  the  destruction 
they  ca.Dse  amongst  other  fish.    One  of  our  local  anglers 
had  a  most  exciting  experience  on  the  Derwent  the  other 
day  whilst  spinning  for  pike  from  a  boat,  in  the  Stamford 
Bridge  district.    He  had  hooked  a  fish  of  ab  >ut  4|lb.,  and 
was  in  the  act  of  putting  the  landing-net  under  it,  when  a 
monster  pike  tushed  from  the  side  of  the  boat  and  seized 
the  fish,  and  an  exciting  struggle  ensued,  the  fish  eventu- 
ally running  .under  the  boat,  much  to  the  angler's  dismay, 
who  was  only  using  a  gut  trace;  but  at  last  the  line 
slackened  a  little,  and  the  original  fish  landed,  with 
a  large  hole   in    its  side.    The  angler  estimated  the 
other  fish  to  weigh  at  least  20ib.   At  all  events,  it  was, 
no  doubt,  a  very  good  fish  to  have  attempted  to  swallow 
one  of  its  own  species  weighing  close  upon  51b.   At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Hull  Preservation  Society  an  address 
on  "Fish  Culture"  was  given  by  Mr.  Bwbank.  His 
address  was  very  inter*  gf.ing  and  instructive,  and  much 
appreciated  by  the  members  present.    Afterwards  a  die- 
cussion  took  place  as  to  the  catching  of  immature  fish  at 
matches.  The  Preservation  Society  some  time  ago  adopted 
a  system,  and  some  few  clubs  adopted  the  same  method 
at  their  matobea  that  is,  of  keeping  the  fish  alive  in  a  kind 
of  drum-tet  until  the  weigh-in,  and  then  returning  the  fish 
to  the  wafers  again,  which  is  highly  commendable  to  all 
match  fishing  clubs  who  have  the  interests  of  anglers  at 
heart,  for  unless  something  of  the  kind  be  done  some  of 
our  waters  will  in  time  be  dep'eted  of  fish,  let  alone  our 
yearly  attempts  at  rtst-  eking,  tor  fish  have  many  enemies 
even  amongst  themselves,  for  both  pike,  perch,  trout, 
grayling;,  dace,  and  other  fish  devour  at  times  both  the 
small  fry  and  ova.    The  George  and  Dragon  Angling 
Society  held  their  annuil  soiree  and  ball  st  the  So. 
George's  Hall  the  other  evening,  when  about  250  anglers 
and  their  lady  friends  aBsembled,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Things  areawfuUy  quiet,  and  once  again  angling  appears 
to  be  out  of  joint.  O  ving  to  the  unsuitable  condition  of 
the_  rivers  grayling  fishing  is  disappointing,  and  as  our 
available  resorts  are  few,  sport  is  very  poor.  Even  pike 
fishing  does  not  aff  jrd  any  great  return  for  the  hard  work 
entailed  in  transporting  the  impedimenta.  Oje  party  of 
three  rods  in  a  well-known  mere  report  only  three  small 
fish,  and  another  party  of  three  rods  in  a  favoured  water 
failed  to  even  run  one  fish.  The  apathy  so  generally  in 
evidence  has  apparently  extended  to  Chorley,  and  it  is 
some  weeks,  perhaps  months,  since  one  of  those  glowing 
reports  of  progress  landed  at  the  writer's  house.  In  the 


City  of  Liverpool  there  is  also  a  falUng  off  in  the  activity 
of  the  past  few  weeks.  The  Bootle  A.A.  must  be  awfully 
in  love  with  match  fishing,  or  they  would  never  fish  as 
many  as  twenty  in  one  season ;  yet  such  is  the  case. 
The  Cyprus  A. A.,  in  Mr.  H  H.  Taylor,  can  claim 
an  expert  angler.  His  last  effort  totalled  over  eighty 
dace,  several  getting  well  on  to  |lb.  The  Bdgehill  A.8. 
were  noted  for  a  match  last  week  end.  The  Nelson 
A.S.  were  also  engaged  in  disposing  of  a  match  on 
Nov.  18.  Several  decent  pike  are  spoken  of  from  the 
Gjwy  and  the  old  river  at  Lymm.  "There  is  a  rumour  to 
the  effect  that  an  open  match  will  be  arranaed  to  take 
place  at  Leigh,  either  at  Christmas  or  New  Year's  Day 
popular  holiday.  The  Board  of  Management  of  the 
Worsley_  Canal  Fishery  announce  that  they  are  wishful  to 
make  this  fishery  even  more  attractive  to  their  patrons 
than  _  it  is  at  present.  With  this  end  in  view  they  solicit 
any  ideas  on  this  subject  that  may  exist  in  the  minds  of 
the  members.  The  secretary  will  be  glad  to  receive 
suggestions  from  anyone  kind  enough  to  send  them,  and 
will  place  the  same  before  the  board  at  an  early  date. 
The  past  season  is  the  best  so  far  since  this  fishery  was 
established. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

_  The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  have  promptly 
given_  proof  of  their  intentions  respecting  the  liberal 
stocking  of  their  waters.  Mr.  T.  Driver  writes  to  say 
that  on  Saturday  last  550  fish  were  safely  transferred  to 
the  Irlam  waters.  They  consisted  principally  of  roach, 
but  there  were  a  few  "  mixed  fish."  Another  lot  is 
expected  to-day  for  the  same  water,  which  is  gaining  in 
favour.  General  satisfaction  is  felt  by  the  members  at  the 
result  of  the  past  year's  work ;  but  stUl  there  are  some 
who  are  carping  lat  the  expenses.  One  item,  that  of 
"  sundries,"  comes  in  for  a  lot  of  criticism.  There  is  an 
old  saying  "  that  the  best  remedy  for  grumblers  is  to  put 
them  on  the  committee."  It  is  a  pity  this  is  not  carried 
out  more  extensively,  and  then  the  difficulties  attending 
on  management  would  be  better  understood.  It  is 
no  part  of  the  writer's  duty  to  criticise,  but 
perhaps  he  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  such  a 
hard-working  committee  ought  to  be  fully  supported 
by  every  member,  for  whose  benefit  they  work. 
Contrary  to  his  usual  custom,  the  courteous  secretary  of 
the  Moss  Side  Socials  has  not  sent  in  any  report  of  their 
grand  social  event  on  Monday  last.  Possibly,  the  cares  of 
business  have  caused  him  to  overlook  this  item.  Our 
townsman,  Mr.  Selke,  has  paid  another  visit  to  hia  beloved 
Hornsea  Mere,  but  only  met  with  poor  sport.  Eighteen 
fish,  and  most  of  these  under  size,  is  the  record  for  two 
days.  Most  of  us_  would  think  this  not  bad  sport,  but 
Mr.  Selke  is  a  giant  amongst  pike  fishermen  in  this 
district.  Several  clubs  have  lately  negotiated  their  annual 
dinner  and  its  attendant  festivities,  the  latest  item  of  this 
kind  being  that  of  the  Levenshulme  Angling  Society,  on 
the  22od.  The  latest  addition  to  their  preserved  specimens 
is  a  king  carp  of  81b.,  caught  in  their  own  waters.  At  the 
same  meetmg  Mr.  Coates,  the  financial  secretary,  received 
a  tangible  proof  of  the  esteem  the  club  have  for  his 
valuable  services.  It  is  remarkable  that  more  of  our  city 
men  do  not  take  more  notice  of  the  Northwioh  and 
Winsford  Flashes. 

FROM  NORFOLK, 

Sport  with  the  pike  has  been  good  in  this  district  during 
the  past  week.  On  Thursday  last  a  gentleman  fishing  on 
private  waters  caught,  in  two  hours'  fishing,  five  pike, 
weighing  respectively  221b.,  201b.,  171b.,  16ilb.,  and  151b., 
a  magnificent  bit  of  sport,  which  is  not  often  obtainable 
in  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  Other  anglers  have  had 
Bood  bags.  A  gentleman  fishing  on  private  waters  on 
Friday  had  one  181b.,  four  BJlb.,  and  several  smaller  fish. 
The  rivers  are  in  nice  order  for  bottom  fishing,  and  a  few 
good  roach  have  been  caught,  while  the  broads  are  clear 
and  in  fine  order  for  pike  fi<hing,  which  will  be  the  chief 
sport  for  anglers  in  this  district  for  another  four  months 
It  is  not  often  that  such  good  sport  is  obtained  in  this 
district  so  early  in  the  season  as  this.  In  Norfolk  we 
always  say,  "  December  good,  January  better,  and 
February  best  of  all,"  but  fishing  is  at  the  best  an 
uncertain  sport,  and  often  it  is  the  unexpected  which 
happens,  as  is  the  case  this  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

_  The  Trept  on  Wednesday  had  run  into  very  good  condi- 
tion for  pike  fishing,  and  large  numbers  of  anglers  were 
out,  relying,  for  the  most  part,  for  their  sport  on  the  use 
of  the  live  bait.  Som»  capital  fish  were  caught  at 
Kelham,  Hovericgham,  West  Stoke,  and  Holme  Pierre- 
pont,  and  it  was  evident  from  the  returns  that  strong, 
resolute  dace,  as  bait,  had  played  a  prominent  part  in  the 
capture.  At  Weston  "  black  piol  "  on  Monday  Mr. 
Mackland,  of  Derby,  took  one  of  121b.;  andonTmsday 
Sergeant  Kemp,  of  Nottingham,  had  one  of  9  b.;  whilst 
three,  best  71b  ,  fell  to  the  rods  of  Mr  A.  Streeke  and 
friends.  Mr.  R  8.  Saaw,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society, 
has  run  and  landed  one  of  lOJIb.  at  Snardlow,  where,  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  W  Marshall,  of  the  same  society,  ore^led  a 
rare  lot  of  roach  with  gentles.  Mr.  F  W.  K  Wallis  has 
again  been  to  the  fore  amongst  roach  and  breum  above 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Much  watchfulness 
musi  be  exercised  at  all  times,  and  the  earliest  evidences  of  ill 
health  must  be  imme  lately  checked,  or  a  slight  illness  may 
result  in  a  serious  malady.  Etl  .xed  snd  gore  throat,  diphtheria, 
quinsy,  conghs,  chionio  cough,  bronchitis,  and  most  oiher  pui- 
mouary  affections  will  be  relieved  by  rubbing  this  cooling  Oiot- 
mf-nt  into  ihe  skin  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  seat  of  mischief. 
This  treatment,  so  simple  and  effective,  is  admirably  odapted  for 
the  removal  of  the  diseases  during  infancy  ana  youth.  Old 
asthmatic  invalida  will  derive  marvellous  relief  from  the  use  of 
Holloway'a  remedies,  which  have  brought  round  many  such 
sufferers,  and  re-established  health  after  every  other  means  had 
Ricually  failed. 


Sawley  bridge ;  and  on  the  Sawley  waters  Mr.  J.  H. 
Baker  and  Mr.  H.  Dakin  have  killed  a  goodly  number  of 
pike,  though  none,  from  what  I  could  learn,  ran  over 
large.  Salmon  have  oeen  seen  to  "  pitch  "  above  Cavendish 
Bridge,  and  they  were  doubtless  making  their  way  for  the 
spawning  grounds  on  the  tributary  Dove.  Moderate 
baskets  of  roach  and  other  coarse  fiih  have  come  to  hand 
from  Barton,  Trent  Lock,  and  Sawley  ;  and  on  Tuesday 
your  correspondent  and  friend  had  a  successful  day 
anaongst  roach  and  white  bream.  The  Wilford  and 
Clifton  subscribers  have  again  scored  amongst  roach  and 
dace,  and  not  a  few  big  chub  have  fallen  to  the  attractions 
of  bread  paste.  A  lady  angler  (Mrs.  Candle)  of  Mansfield 
is  credited  with  having  eaught  in  the  local  reservoir  a  pike 
of  301b. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Fishing  just  now  in  our  waters  is,  to  use  an  expressive 
phrase,  "  dead  off,"  and  those  who  have  journeyed  to  the 
Lincolnshire  waters  or  to  the  Trent  side  have  been  poorly 
rewarded.  In  the  latter  waters,  where  one  or  two  anglers 
have  secured  a  few  fish  apiece,  scores  have  come  back 
empty  handed.  Even  the  fish  caught  have  been  of  no 
moment,  being  principally  roach,  never  more  than  Jib.  in 
weight.  The  waters  in  our  immediate  neighbourhood 
have  been  equally  bad.  What  we  want  is  a  nice  frost,  not 
too  severe.  There  are  plenty  of  pike  and  other  fish  to  be 
had,  and  with  a  spell  of  suitable  weather  there  will  be 
excellent  sport  in  all  directions. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  week,  and  we  have 
had  cold,  north-easterly  wind  blowing  for  several  days, 
which,  together  with  the  high  and  stained  condition  of  the 
water,  prevented  many  rods  going  out.    On  two  days  the 
weather  was  tolerably  fine,  and  several  tried  their  luck 
Messrs.  E.  Tjler  and  H.  Hayes  had  a  fair  take  of  chub! 
Several  members  of  the  Good  Intent  Club  had  some  capital 
sport  in  the  Teme,  at  Martley.    Mr.  Walter  Biissett  had 
71b.  lovely  roach ;  E.  Cotterell,  H.  Tjler,  Powell,  each 
had  a  nice  show  of  loach,  &c.,  some  of  large  size  ;  Mr.  R. 
Wing  field  had  a  fine  take  of  roach  and  dace  with  the 
maggot ;  and  Mr.  C.  May,  a  nice  lot  of  perch,  reach,  and 
dace  from  the  Severn,  near  Kempsey.    Several  privileged 
individuals  fished  private  waters  during  the  week,  and  took 
a  lot  of  small  pike,  n  me  over  61b.   The  water  has  been  too 
high  for  grayling  fishing— have  heard  of  but  one  being 
taken  this  week.    The  Berkeley  Arms  Angling  Club  had 
their  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  at  headquarters 
on  Monday  evening.    There  was  a  large  company  present : 
Mr.  R.  Till,  president  of  the  society,  in  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  president  of  the  District 
Association,  Mr.    R.    Wingfield,    Mr.    Ritchens,  Mr. 
Maurice    Shipway,    and    others.     The   citeriog  was 
excellent,  for  which  the  landlady,  Mrs.  Whitgrove,  was 
voted  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.    The  following  toasts 
were    proposed  and  duly  honoured :    "  The  Queen," 
"  The  Worcester  and  District  Angling    Association " 
(responded  to  by  Mr.  Higgs),  "The  Chairman,"  and 
"  The  Berkeley  Arms  Angling  Club."   The  secretary, 
Mr.    A.    Martin,    responded    for    the    latter,  and 
produced    his    balance   sheet,    which    showed  a  nice 
little  balance  on  the  right  side,  and    this,    with  a 
number  of  prizes  promised  by  gentlemen  present,  makes 
the  prospects  of  the  club  for  the  coming  season  very 
bright.    Messrs.  Gough,  Bowen,  Glover,  Tyler,  Cole,  and 
Wingfield  contributed  to  the  harmony  ot  the  evening,  and 
during  the  interval  the  chairman  distributed  the  prizes, 
which  were  numerous  and  varied.    At  the  first  contest 
Mr.  F.  Smith  took  Ist  prize.    Second  contest,  G.  Cole, 
Ist;  J.  Bowen,  2nd,    Third  contest,  C.  Langford,  sen., 
IstjG  Cole,  2od;  C.  Langford,  jan.,  3rd.    Fourth  con- 
test, Mr.  A.  Martin,  1st ;  C  Langford,  sen.,  2od.    In  the 
special  contest  Mr.  W.  Hill,  1st;  J.  Bowen,  2nd;  A. 
Glover,  3rd  ;  J.  Stanton,  4  h ;  J.  Pitt,  5th;  Palmer,  6  h; 
N.  Smith,  7th.    Everything  went  on  swimmingly  to  the 
end,  and  the  company  separated  at  midnight  after  singing 
the  National  Anthem. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

"  Angling  matters  very  quiet — scarcely  a  rod  to  be 
seen  "  was  the  week-end  report  from  parts  of  the  river 
Wharfe,  and  similar  accounts  were  to  hand  from  a  number 
of  other  fishing  quarters,  where  sport  had  been  indifferent 
for  some  dajs     The  Swale,  which  usually  rises  rapidly 
and  subsides  as  quickly,  was  flooded  during  the  week,  but 
has  assumed  its  normal  condition.    Tne  fishing  report 
from  Knaresbro',  as  regards  the  Nidd,  was  practically  a 
blank.    Tfle  mild  weather,  which  seems  loath  to  give  place 
to  the  north-easters,  which  have  not  been  very  assertive 
has  induced  a  good  many  anglers  to  leave  hearth  and  home 
in  order  to  try  their  luck  ntdjr  conditions  far  from  dis- 
comforting.   Results  have  been  favoured  in  places  by  the 
slight  night  and  early  morning  frosts,  the  colder  tempera- 
tnr.^_of  the  water,  whilst  rendering  bottom  food  scarcer, 
making  grayling  and  other  fish  move  more  readily  to  the 
enrfaoe,  and  giving  fly.fishers  a  betterchance.    Fairly  good 
sport  with  grayling  has  taken  place  by  swimming  the 
worm.    Pike  have  been  more  ac  ive,  and  more  have  in 
consequence  been  caught.    Local  rodmen  do  not  seem  to 
have  been  particularly  active  in  their  own  waters  in  the 
past  fortnight.     Notwithstanding  the  leaf  and  weed 
nuisance  in  the  Foss,  the  river  is  in  fine  trim,  and  in  the 
bottom  level  rodmen  have  made  good  catches  of  roach  and 
other  fish.    Ouse  matters  are  quiet.    Very  few  anglers 
have  visited  the  Derwent  of  late,  th""  stream  taking  so  long 
to  clear  off  the  fljod  water.    A  few  Waltonians  have  had 
nice  catches  of  roach  from  the  Kirkham  district.  The 
streams  in  the  Soarbro'  district  hive  been  full  of  fresh 
water,  but  thinss  are  apparently  mending    In  sea  angling 
a  few  good,  codling  were  landed  a  week  or  more  since.  As 
ehowing  poor  results,  it  may  be  stated  that  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  14th  inst.  a  dozen  rods  were  at  work  on  the 
rooks  andldid  not  land  a  fish. 
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IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

CONCERNING  MISTAKES. 

Dear  Sir. — The  "glariog  mistake"  mentioned  in 
your  issue  of  Nov.  10,  and  made  by  Francis  Francis  in  that 
splendid  work  "  A  Book  on  Angling,"  is  only  another 
proof  (if  proof  were  wanted)  how  easy  it  is  to  be  deceived. 

Even  in  writing  an  article  it  is  quite  possible  for  a  clever 
author  to  make  a  statement  that  he  may  think  most 
correct  that  everyone  who  reads  it  knows  is  a  palpable 
error,  and  as  your  correspondent, _  Francis  C,  Hudson, 
sayB,  "  Correcting  such  errors,  devoid  of  personal  spleen, 
can  have  no  other  than  a  bene9cial  effect."  In  such  cases, 
if  someone  points  out  the  error  in  a  polite  manner,  the 
writer  should  take  it  in  good  pirt ;  but,  unfortunately, 
exactly  the  opposite  is  what  too  often  occurs.  The  fact  is, 
one  of  the  sarcastic  fraternity,  ever  on  the  watch  for  a 
glaring  or  any  other  mistake,  pounces  upon  it  like  a  oat  on 
a  mouse,  and  when  the  writer  of  the  article  turns  to  the 
correspondence  columns  of  his  Gazette  he  is  simply 
astounded  at  the  remarks  that  meet  hie  eye,  and  cannot 
understand  why  he  should  be  the  recipient  of  such  a 
peppering,  and  the  poor  fellow  who  went  up  like  a  rocket 
often  comes  down  like  a  stick.  Let  ns  hope  that  "the 
fashion  to  call  attention  to  the  errors,  mistakes,  or  blunders 
made  by  writers  on  subjects  piscatorial "  will,  unless  it  is 
done  in  a  more  agreeable  manner  th^  it  has  of  late,  ere 
long  die  out. 

What  makes  it  all  the  more  exasperating  is  that  the 
writer  more  often  than  not  can  see  what  an  ass  he  has 
been,  and  if  he  had  only  thought  for  one  moment  such 
exceptional  folly  might  have  easily  been  prevented. 

Even  this  desire  to  correct  others  has  its  amusing  side, 
and  I  have  known  some  of  these  critical  gentry  so  eager  to 
give  the  object  of  their  wrath  "  a  jrood  dressing  "  end  in 
making  even  worse  mistakes.  With  respect  t3  the 
mistake  made  by  Mr.  Francis,  when  one  considers  that 
there  is  scarcely  a  work  on  angling,  from  Mr.  Walton 
downwards,  that  does  not  bristle  with  mistakes  of  some 
kind  (some  of  them  most  glaring  and  astounding),  one 
need  not  be  surprised  when  an  occasional  or  ordinary 
writer  is  caught  napping. 

If  anyone  is  going  to  correct  every  mistake  that  occurs 
he  will  have  enough  to  do  ;  but  I  have  often  thought  that  it 
would  make  a  most  diverting  and  interesting  volume  to 
publish  the  chief  mistakes  of  the  600  and  odd  books  on 
angling.  And  when  the  task  was  finished  I  wonder  what 
firm  would  publish  it.  Talk  about  mistakes  made  in 
angling  books,  why,  some  of  the  books  written  during  the 
last  fifty  years  contain  no  end  of  blunders,  and,  I  have  no 
doubt,  100  years  hence,  will  be  looked  upon  as  curiosities, 
and  not  worth  the  perusal  of  a  novice.  It  is  just  possible 
that  neither  the  rods,  reels,  liaes  or  tackle  would  suit 
the  instructions  now  in  vogue,  any  more  than  the  gear 
used  at  present  would  suit  the  methods  of  250  years  ago. 
Some  anglers  seem  to  think  that  because  a  man  is  of  a 
different  opinion  from  themselves  he  is  necessarily  a  fool ; 
and  it  is  just  this  little  difference  of  opinion  that  often  acts 
like  a  red  rag  to  a  bull,  and  they  go  for  him  accordingly. 

It  appears  to  me  that  it  is  no  matter  what  anyone_  says 
or  thinks,  if  an  angler  keeps  to  his  own  actual  ezpetience 
he  cannot  very  well  be  wrong  in  the  main.  What  I  mean 
is,  like  Mr.  Francis  and  others,  no  matter  however  careful 
he  is,  he  may  make  odd  mistakes,  which  may  not  be  dis- 
covered in  bis  lifetime  (the  result  of  being  deceived),  for 
there  are  often  things  happening  in  angling  matters  in 
which  we  are  outwitted  by  Nature,  and  shall  probably  be 
until  the  end  of  time,  for  if  we  knew  every  detail  I  take 
it  we  should  know  God ;  but  when  a  man  deliberately 
writes  and  talkslabout  what  he  has  neither  seen  nor  done, 
and  knows  little  or  nothing  about,  that  is  another  matter, 
and  if  he  gets  punished  he  well  deserves  it.— Yours  truly, 


PIKE  IN  TROUT  WATERS. 
DSAB  SiE. — Tne  perusal  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope's  contribu- 
tion to  the  litest  volume  of  the  Fur,  Fin,  and  Feather 
series,  on  the  subject  of  pike  in  trout  waters,  revives  in 
my  mind  the  question  which  has  frequently  previously 
occurred  to  me,  as  to  why  the  proprietors  of  fisheries, 
whose  sport  vrith  trout  is  seriously  prejudiced  by  the  un- 
welcome increase  of  pike,  do  not  adopt  one  ready  means  of 
thinning  their  enemies,  i.e.,  by  encouraging  legitimate 
angling  for  them  during  the  winter  months  ?  I  would  not 
for  a  moment  propose  that  such  waters  should  be  thrown 
open  indiscriminately  to  one  and  all,  but  if  owners  or 
lessees  of  fisheries  where  pike  are  unduly  numerous  were 
to  intimate  to  the  secretaries  of  any  of  the  well-known 
angling  societies,  such  as  the  Flyfishers,  the  Piscatorial, 
the  Gresham,  &s.,  that  tickets  to  fish  ttieir  waters  would 
be  granted  on  certain  specified  conditions,  there  would,  I 
am  sure,  be  many  pike  fishers  who  would  greatly  value  the 
privilege  without  any  risk  of  its  being  abused. — Yours 
faithfuUy,    W.  F.  L. 

THAT  BA.D  BOTHRIOnEPHALUS  ! 
Sir, — Sir  Herbert  Mixwell's  letter  in  your  issue  dated 
Nov.  17  has  terrified  me.  Does  our  old  friend,  Esox 
lucius,  really  contain  in  i^s  masclea  a  parasite  favoured 
VTith  the  beautiful  name  of  Bothriocephalus ,  and  dangerous 
to  man  or  dog  ?  Surely,  sir,  this  is  an  indictment  full  of 
the  gravest  import,  and  enough  to  strike  gloom  and 
apprehension  into  every  good  fisherman's  breast.  For  do 
we  not  lave  to  eat  our  pike  basted,  after  the  fashion  of 
Izaak  Walton,  "  with  claret,  wine,  and  anchovies  and 
butter  mixed  together,  and  also  with  what  moisture  falls 
from  him  into  the  pan?"  The  Immortal  Angler  winds 
up  with :  "  This  dish  of  meat  is  too  good  for  any  but 


anglers  or  very  honest  men."  Do  we  not  love  to  give 
to  an  admiring  friend  a  brace  of  S-pounders  fresh 
caught  in  our  Thames  at  mid-winter,  nink  spotted  in 
the  belly,  and  fat  to  the  girth  ?  We  did  not  dream  of 
the  nightmare  of  Bothriocephalus  when  first  we  tasted 
the  epicurean  pleasures  of  basted  pickerel  and  Burgundy, 
and  we  little  imagined  the  aforesaid  friend  was  being 
introduced  to  a  charmingly  insistent  family  of  undesirable 
acquaintances — parasites,  I  should  say — when  the  scented 
steam  from  his  kitchen  announced  the  preparation  of  a 
royal  dish.  Truly  royal,  for  in  the  reign  of  King 
Edward  I.,  according  to  Mr.  Cooke,  they  were  costlier 
than  salmon,  and  more  valuable  than  cod  or  tnrbot.  And 

now  we  are  faced  with  B  ,  I  cannot  repeat  the  horrid 

name.  Sir,  I  would  be  an  epicure,  and  do  love  our  pike 
well  seasoned,  basted,  and  served,  for  is  not  the  eating  of 
him  a  requiem  to  our  game  but  defeated  opponent  caught 
in  fair  fight  on  single  gut  ? — I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  Sydney  Steel. 

CONCERNING  THE  STONE  LOACH.  &c. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  glad  indeed  to  see  "  Wooler's  " 
letter  in  the  F.  G,  of  Saturday  last  giving  still  another 
name  for  the  loach,  and  it  seems  a  very  appropriate  one, 
too.  Perhaps  some  more  names  for  it  may  yet  be  die- 
covered.  I  am  not  at  all  offended  with  "Wooler's" 
letter ;  in  fact,  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  offend  anyone.  He 
is,  however,  wrong  in  surmising  that  the  Keilder  burn  was 
the  one  where  I  spent  my  spare  time,  it  was  too  far  off 
I  have  often  been  there,  and  remember  it  very  well. 
Where  the  Keilder  burn  joins  the  Tyne,  forming  a  nice 
pool,  with  the  pretty  castle  on  rising  ground  between 
them  and  the  background  of  dark  hills,  makes  as  fine  a 
picture  as  anyone  could  wish  to  see.  It  was  in  the  burn 
at  Newcastle  where  I  pledged  (the  proper  Newcastle 
name).  It  has  no  particular  name,  unless  it  might  be 
Jesmond  burn  or  the  Ouseburn,  as  it  joins  the  Tyne  at 
the  Ouseburn.  It  flows  through  the  beautiful  Jesmond 
Park  formed  by  Sir  W.  (now  Lord)  Armstrong,  and  I 
never  remember  seeing  or  hearing  of  a  trout  being  caught 
in  it.  But  there  were  pike  in  it,  as  I  have  hoth  seen  and 
caught  them.  They  did  not  come  from  below,  where 
there  was  nothing,  but  from  higher  up,  as  I  have  seen 
them  at  the  Three  Mile  Bridge,  a  good  bit  higher  up,  also 
in  the  famous  Green-water  Pool,  so  well  known  to  New- 
castle bathers. 

I  am,  however,  speaking  of  many  years  ago,  before  any 
park  was  formed,  and  when  you  could  wander  about  to 
your  heart's  content  without  any  restriction. — Yours  truly, 
_____  Keeldar. 

THE  "GRANT"  VIBRATION  ROD. 

Dear  Sir,— We,  ie.,  readers  of  the  F.  0.,have  all 
been  treated  to  a  very  diffuse  description  of  a  compara- 
tively newly-invented  rod,  the  "  Grant  Vibration," 
wherein  the  inventor  claims,  amongst  other  properties, 
its  puperiority  over  all  others  in  casting  power. 

Now  sir,  on  turning  to  the  pages  of  the  P.^  (?.,  and  on 
the  same  rage,  I  see  the  following  csts  advertised : 

Grant  Vibration  Rod,  of  16ft.  lOin.,  cast  49yds.  1ft. ; 
Enright's  Castleconnell,  16ft.  3in.,  oast  53yds.  1ft.  9in. 
Whereby  the  overwhelming  superiority  of  the  "  G.  V.  " 
rod  in  casting  power  is  thereby  clearly  proved  (!) 

The  inventor  also  states  that  no  other  rod  than  the 
"  G.  V."  has  ever  been  made  that  will  transmit  in 
continuity  the  motion  given  by  the  angler  from  the  grip 
of  the  rod  to  the  point.  He  is  a  little  out  in  this  likewise, 
as  Messrs.  Enright,  Braddell,  and  Farlow,  not  to  mention 
others,  make  rods  of  this  description. 

The  "  G.  V.  "  rod  is,  without  doubt,  a  very  good  one, 
but  not  quite  so  good  as  the  inventor  claims  it  to  be.  The 
price  also  places  it  beyond  the  reach  of  anglers  generally, 
excepting  millionaires  and  those  who  do  not  know  better. 
—Yours  truly,  _____  Heney  Tisley. 

EELS  FEEDING  ON  LAND  AT  NIGHT.  _ 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  much  amused  when  reading  a 
letter  by  "  Senex "  in  your  last  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  There  is  no  doubt  that  what  he  saw  was 
"  snakes."  I  must  say  I  have  never  been  out  so  late  as 
midnight,  but  friends  of  mine  who  have  tell  me  it's 
nothing  unusual  to  see  "snakes"  when  going  home  at 
that  hour  of  the  night. — Yours  truly,  H.  S. 

FINE  SPORT  with  THE  PIKE  IN  NORFOLK 
WATERS. 

Sir, — A  gentleman,  staving  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel, 
Wroxham,  fishing  in  local  waters  cantured  five  very  fine 
pike,  weighing  respectively  :  First,  221b.  ;  second,  201b.  ; 
third,  191b. ;  fourth.  161b. ;  fifth,  151b.  These  were  caught 
between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  o'clock.  They  have 
been  photographed,  and  sent  to  Cooper's  to  be  set  up  in 
one  case.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  record  catch  for  this 
locality.— Yours  faithfully,  P.  Atkinson. 

King's  Head  Hotel,  Wroxham. 


WINTER  PIKE  FISHING  IN  LOUGH  DERG, 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  quite  a  mistake  for  anyone  to  suppose 
or  think  that  piking  is  not  good  in  Lough  Derg  in  winter 
I  can  speak  to  fully  sixty  years'  experience  of  the  lake,  and 
have  always  known  good  sport  to  have  been  enjoyed  up 
there  by  anglers  even  in  the  depth  of  winter. 

When  I  was  a  younger  roan  than  I  am  now  I  used  to 
accompany  my  English  guests  on  shooting  expeditions  on 
the  lake  after  the  enipe,.duck,  widgeon,  plover,  &c  ,  on  all 
which  oocations,  especially  in  the  months  of  October, 
November,  December,  and  January,  we  always  brought 
our  pike  rods  and  tackle,  and  scarcely  ever,  except  on  very 
stormy  days,  returned  home  without  fair  bags  of  goodly- 
sized  pike  and  perch.  The  same  thing  may  be  done  to-day 
by  any  sportsman  who  may  care  to  try  his  luck  in  these 
parts.    Indeed,  we  here  at  Killaloe  have  always  con- 


sidered ourselves  particularly  fortunate  in  having  the  pike 
and  perch  fishing  in  Lough  Derg  to  fall  back  upon  at  the 
close  of  the  salmon  and  trout  angling  season  on  Got.  31.— 
Yours  truly,  S.  J.  HuRLEY. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe.  __^_ 

SILK  LINES  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  your  correepondence  of  last  week 
that  a  Mr.  Tisley  has  been  answering  a  correspondent  in 
connection  concerning  silk  lines  for  sea  fishing.  My 
experience  is — and  I  have  fished  all  round  the  coast,  and 
have  only  just  returned  from  Lowestoft— that  I  must 
eptirfly  agree  with  Mr.  Tisley.  I  have  tried  both,  but 
silk,  in  my  opinion,  is  decidedly  the  best.  You  get  better 
sport  through  not  having  so  much  weight;  also  able  to 
feel  your  fish  much  smarter ;  and  when  the  weather  is 
favourable — not  too  much  undercurrent — I  have  used 
ledger  tackle  Thames  fashion  with  two  hooks,  and  found 
it  most  effective. 

Of  course,  after  a  day's  fishing  I  always  draw  wet  part 
of  line  through  a  cloth  as  I  wind  up.  My  silk  line, 
when  new,  was  80yds. ,  has  been  used  for  three  years,  fresh 
and  salt  water,  and  I  do  not  suppose  I  have  had  to  reduce 
it  20yds.  I  expect  I  am  one  of  those  who  ought  to  know 
better. — Yours  truly,      _____  R.  Tarrant. 

FISH  POISONED  IN  THE  LEA  AT  WARE. 

Dear  Sir, — A  great  many  London  anglers  come  to  fish 
at  Ware,  yet  I  have  seen  no  notice  in  your  paper  of  the 
poisoning  of  fish  which  has  taken  place  at  Ware  in  the  river 
Lea.  For  nearly  two  years,  especially  during  the  warmer 
weather,  and  even  as  late  as  a  fortnight  ago,  after 
intervals  of  two  weeks  or  so,  and  always  during  th^  night 
of  Saturdays,  hundreds  of  fish  have  turned  up,  and  quite  a 
market  has  been  done  by  locals  who  have  been  first  on  the 
spot  with  fish  nearly  dead ;  eels,  pike,  dace,  and  roach, 
and  specimen  fish  appear  to  succumb  before  smaller  fish. 
I  have  known  a  man,  going  out  early,  watch  a  big  trout 
coming  up  to  the  top  of  the  water  oooasionally,  but  just 
too  lively  to  be  caught  just  then.  He  would  point  the 
trout  out  to  his  wife ;  and  a  few  hours  later  it  would  be 
picked  out  with  a  long-handled  landing  net. 

Now  this  fish  poisoning  is  talked  about  a  lot  in  Ware,  but 
none  seem  to  be  willing  to  go  to  the  trouble  to  get  at  the 
bottom  of  the  matter.  If  this  can  find  room  in  your 
paper  something  might  be  done.  Is  it  true  yon  get  a  lot 
of  Lea  water  to  drink  in  London  after  it  has  gone  through 
Ware  ?    You  will  mix  it  after  this. 

The  cause  of  the  pollution  is  believed  to  be  from  a 
factory  or  Hertford  sewage,  which  enters  the  river  at 
Ware,  after  passing  the  filtering  beds  at  Hertford. 

I  trust  you  will  find  room  for  this,  and  that  something 
will  be  done  to  remedy  this  great  evil.— Yours,  &o  , 

B.  Dawson. 

rWe  certainly  hope  that  something  will  be  done  if  the 
water  is  poisoned  so  that  it  kills  fish.  It  is  dangerous  to 
use  it  for  drinking  purposes  in  London,  and  we  believe  the 
water  companies  take  water  below  Ware. — Ed.] 


RATS  IN  STREAMS. 

Dear  Sir, — Of  course,  at  the  present  time  keepers  are 
bu<y  with  shooting  interests,  and  their  attention  is  con- 
centrated more  on  feather  than  fur,  but  rats  are,  never- 
theless, worth  their  attention,  as  they  will  foregather 
where  acceptable  food  is  distributed  freely  for  feathered 
game  ;  and  they  are  also  very  fond  of  being  near  a  stream, 
therefore  keepers  should  have  an  eye  on  them,  or  much 
food  intended  for  game  birds  will  inevitably  be  wasted, 
and  the  interests  of  the  employer  suffer  accordingly.  Rats 
cannot  exist  without  plenty  of  water  j  they  must  have  it, 
and  will  resort  to  almost  any  device  in  order  to  get  it. 
Therefore  they  frequent  shallow  streams  running  through 
coverts,  and  are  not  all  shy  in  "  working  "  trouts'  nests. 
This  is,  therefore,  a  short  warning  to  keepers  to  look  out 
for  these  pests  during  the  spawning  season  of  the  various 
species  of  the  Salmonidx.  Rats  will  root  up  a  nest  in 
shallow  water  and  devour  the  eggs  of  both  salmon  and 
trout,  and  are  not  above  attacking  the  latter  after  the 
operation  of  spawning  bas  rendered  them  weak  and  help- 
less. Keepers  should  therefore  be  on  their  guard,  and 
have  a  careful  eye  on  these  nocturnal  marauders,  more 
especially  where  the  vicinity  of  a  villige  or  town  may  offer 
good  breeding  quarters.  Many  a  nest  has  been  seen  by 
the  writer  scraped  about  and  robbed  by  these  pests. 

Traps  under  tiles,  of  semi-circular  form,  are  very  handy, 
as  they  exclude  game  and  afford  a  tempting  shelter  for 
the  vermin  during  wet  nights ;  they  can  be  set  on  the 
banks  of  streams  near  the  "nests  "of  the  Salmonidx, 
and  will  do  good  service,  especially  where  the  stream  runs 
through  a  covert  in  which  pheasants  are  fed  by  hand. 
Every  fffort  should  be  made  for  keepers  to  reduce  the 
numbers  of  these  pests,  as  they  are  an  unmitigated 
nuisance  to  all  concerned,  and  careful  trapping  will  well 
repay  the  efforts  made  for  their  reduction.  Often  has  the 
writer  seen  fine  fishes  ripped  up  and  left  after  the  destruc- 
tion and  consumption  of  their  valuable  contents  by  rodents. 
Every  animal  seems  addicted  to  the  consumption  of  salmon 
and  trout  eggs ;  it  is  a  form  of  luxury  to  them  as  is 
caviare  to  higher  beings,  to  be  enjoyed  at  every  opportunity. 
Therefore  these  hurried  words  of  caution  may  be  of 
service  to  keepers  in  places  were  spawning  streams  traverse 
the  districts  ia  their  charge. 

Unless  protected,  trout  stand  but  a  poor  chanos  when 
weakened  by  breeding  operations,  and  the  nests,  when  left 
by  the  breeding  fishes,  are  quite  at  the  mercy  of  all  such 
intruders.  Hence  the  advisability  of  precautionary 
measures —Yours,  &o. ,  C.  C.  C. 


FoKEiSN  BeoKS  AND  PiRiOBioALS.— Mflssrs.  SampsoB  Law, 
Marsteo  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan's  Hoaae,  Fettsr-laMe,  L9Bd»B, 
supply  the  Trade  with  Foreign  Boeka  and  Periadicals.  Fait 
train  oonslgnments  from  their  Continental  ag«nti  twic»  a  wMk 
Oatalofue  gtiMm  , 
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BY  THB  EDITOR. 

Curious  Remedy  for  Fungus  on  Fish — A 
New  Use  for  the  Christmas  Tree. 
It  Bometimes  happens,  says  the  Deutsche 
Fischerei  Zeitung,  that  mould-like  fungus  attack- 
ing the  fish  threatens  to  destroy  the  whole  stock 
of  trout  in  a  fish-breeding  establishment.  The 
following  remedy  has  proved  successful :  Branches 
of  Scotch  pine  (Pinus  silvestris),  6ft.  to  9ft.  in 
length,  are  placed  in  the  ponds  in  which  fungus 
has  appeared  on  the  fish  so  that  the  points  of  the 
branch  rest  on  the  bed  of  the  pond,  the  stem 
being  secured  in  the  bank.  In  tanks  or  ponds 
with  walled  sides  the  pine  branches  are  tied 
together  in  bundles  and  thrown  in.  The  fish  soon 
make  use  of  the  shelters  offered  by  the  branches 
and  rub  the  mould  or  fungus  off  against  the 
needles  of  the  fir  twigs,  so  that  in  a  short  time 
they  are  cured.   

The  Angler's  Object. 
"  After  I  had  watched  a  coloured  man  fishing 
in  a  South  Carolina  brickyard  pond  for  forty 
minutes  without  pulling  up  his  hook,"  said  the 
traveller  to  a  Washington  Post  rfian,  "  I  asked  him 
if  he  thought  there  were  any  fish  there  to  be 
caught. 

" '  No,  sah,  I  reckon  not,'  he  replied. 
" '  But  you  seem  to  be  fishing.' 
" '  Yes,  sah.' 

"  I  waited  ten  minutes  for  him  to  explain,  but 
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as  he  did  not  I  finally  asked  him  what  particular 
object  he  had  in  view. 

" '  De  objick,  sah,'  he  replied,  without  taking 
his  eyes  off  his  float  or  moving  his  rod — '  de 
objick  of  my  fishing  fur  fish  whar  der  haint  any 
is  to  let  de  old  woman  see  that  I  ain't  got  no  time 
to  pick  up  de  hoe  and  work  in  de  truck  patch.'  " 


On  Nov.  30  a  testimonial  was  presented  to  a 
very  well-known  and  much  respected  professional 
fisherman  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  George  Wright,  who 
is  retiring  after  forty-three  years'  service  on  the 
Makerstoun  water.  He  is  very  popular  on 
Tweedside.  .   


Stocking  Rivers  With  Fly. 
I  have  at  different  times  given  some  account  of 
the  growing  importance  attached  to  feeding  fish 
on  natural  food  in  Germany,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  importance  to  the 
fish  breeder,  and  consequently  to  the  angler,  of 
this  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  thing 
which  has  injui'ed  fly  fishing  more  than  anything 
else,  and  threatens  more  than  anything  else  to 
injure  it  in  the  future,  is  the  dying  out  of  water 
fly  life  on  so  many  of  our  streams.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  the  modern  fly  fisher,  in  the 
South  of  England  especially — though  by  no  means 
there  only — spends  more  than  half  his  time,  often 
enough  all  of  it,  in  waiting  and  watching  and 
walking  up  and  down  stream  looking  for  a  rise  of 
fly.  As  I  have  often  said,  our  trout  streams  do 
not  now  require  restocking  with  trout  so  much  as 
with  fly-life.  May  Flies  are  big  enough  now,  but 
the  records  of  the  rocks  prove  that  giants  were 
not  confined  to  the  vertebrate  animals,  and  fossil 
remains  of  May  Flies  as  big  as  birds  have  been 
found.  It  would  not  matter  if  they  had  become 
"  small  by  degrees  and  beautifully  less  "  in  size 
only.  Unfortunately,  they  and  many  other  flies 
are  disappearing  altogether  in  many  districts. 
Yery  few  attempts  at  restocking  waters  with  fly 
have  been  made  in  this  country.  Major  Carlisle, 
who  for  nearly  half  a  century,  or  at  least  over  a 
third  of  it,  has  delighted  Field  angling  readers 
under  the  well-known  name  of  "  South-West," 
succeeded  many  years  ago  in  restocking  a  part  of 
the  Test  with  the  May  Fly  {Ephemera  vulgata), 
and  much  more  recently  Sir  Wm.  Pearce  trans- 
planted the  grannom  from  the  Test  to  the 
Kennett  successfully.  Whether  the  success  was 
merely  temporary  or  not  I  cannot  say,  and  I 
should  like  much  to  hear  from  these  gentlemen 
on  the  subject.  In  another  column  I  have  referred 
to  the  fact  that  Messrs.  Andrews,  of  the  Surrey 
Trout  Farm,  sell  larvae  and  fertilized  eggs  of  the 
May  Fly.   

Fly  as  Fish  Food  Cultivation  in  Germany. 

Although  it  is  not  likely  that  our  German 
friends  will  give  much  attention  to  fly  breeding 
with  the  object  of  increasing  the  fly-fishers'  sport, 
I  think  it  is  quite  possible  their  careful  and 
scientific  investigations  and  experiments  in  pro- 
ducing natural  fish  food  may  indirectly  help  us 
enormously.  For  instance,  in  the  Nov.  15 
number  of  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung 
(published  at  Munich)  Dr.  A.  Schillinger  gives  a 
most  interesting  account  of  successful  experi- 
ments in  breeding  natural  food  for  grayling  fry 
— which  fry  are  extremely  small  when  first 
hatched.  He  says  that  the  natural  food  of  the 
grayling  fry  are  the  larvae  of  an  extremely  minute 
water  fly — what  we  fly -fishers  caU  a  "  smut "  or  a 
"curse."  These  larvae  are  easily  bred  in  great 
quantities ;  the  grayling  fry  feed  on  them  so 
heartily  that  they  grow  quickly,  and  ai-e  soon 
ready  for  a  course  of  the  much  larger  larvae  of 
the  gnat,  the  bloodworm,  which  is  also  easily 
bred  for  the  purpose.  On  these  the  fry  are 
fed  up  to  yearlings.  Dr.  Schillinger  says  that 
the  grayling  fry  grow  up  to  the  yearling  stage 
more  quickly  than  any  of  the  other  Sahnonidx, 
and  with  almost  no  percentage  of  loss. 


To  Breed  Gnat  LarvjE,  (Bloodworms). 

To  breed  the  larvte  of  the  stinging  gnat  {Culex) 
it  is  only  necessary  to  make  a  little  shallow  pond 
of  standing  water  in  a  position  where  it  is  exposed  to 
the  sun  as  much  as  possible.  In  such  a  pond  or 
trench  straw  soaked  in  liquid  manure  is  placed  in 
such  a  way  that  part  of  the  straw  is  not  covered 
by  the  water.  The  water  should  be  stagnant.  In 
most  districts,  even  where  gnats  are  hardly  ever 


407 


noticed,  the  crop  of  bloodworms  thus  obtained  is 
so  great  in  the  warm  months  of  the  year  that 
many  thousands  of  fry  can  be  fed  on  them  all  the 
time.  This,  surely,  is  a  hint  which  our  fish 
breeders  may  well  make  a  note  of. 


Plankton  as  Fish  Food. 
"  One  aim  of  the  fish  breeder  should  be  the 
production  of  great  quantities  of  plankton." 
Some  waters  are  natui-ally  rich  in  this  "  plankton," 
i.e.,  the  natural  animaculae,  almost  invisible  to  the 
naked  eye.  Waters  which  grow  great  quantities 
of  w^ter  plants  and  vegetation  contain  most  of 
this  invaluable  plankton.  Dr.  Schillinger  says 
that  one  plant  {Potamogeton  fluitans)  seems  to  be 
specially  conducive  to  the  increase  of  one  of  the 
Daphnida;  (Lynceus  lamellatus).  He  points  out  that 
the  increase  of  fish  food  of  the  very  minute  kind 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  question  of  plant 
life,  and  that  the  study  of  both  must  go  hand  in 
hand  if  the  best  results  are  to  be  obtained. 
Vegetation  plays  a  much  more  important  part  in 
the  economy  of  water  life  than  has  hitherto  been 
imagined.  Every  aquarium  keeper  and  fish 
breeder  knows  the  green  algit-  which  cover  the 
glass,  &c.,  with  a  sort  of  green  slime  at  times, 
and  is  generally  looked  upon  as 'a  nuisance.  But 
the  algae  play  a  most  important  part  in  regulating 
the  supply  of  oxygen,  especially  in  tanks  and 
breeding  ponds,  where  the  fish  are  fed  on  artificial 
food — chopped  meat,  &c.  Experiments  prove 
that  decomposing  remains  of  food  in  fish  ponds 
use  up  the  oxygen  in  the  water  very  rapidly, 
much  more  so  than  do  the  fish  themselves,  and 
for  this  reason  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken 
in  preventing  accumulations  of  stale  food — 
especially  flesh  of  fish  or  animals — in  rearing 
ponds  and  tanks  in  which  fish  are  kept  in  con- 
finement, even  when  there  is  a  constant  flow  of 
water. 


Capt.  Stuart  H.  Godfrey,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Kashmir  Fishing  Club,  sends  me  some  account 
of  the  attempte  made  by  the  club  to  stock 
Kashmir  rivers  with  English  trout.  The  first 
attempt  was  a  comparative  failure,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  note.  I  hope  the  present  attempt  will 
be  a  success.  Judging  from  the  success  attained 
in  New  Zealand,  I  should  imagine  that  the  rain- 
bow trout  would  have  the  best  chance  of  living  in 
Indian  streams,  as  he  can  stand  a  much  warmer 
temperature ;  but  his  character  for  dropping 
down  stream  and  going  back  to  America  still 
clings  to  him.  Since  writing  this  note  I  have 
received  the  following  letter  from  Capt.  Godfrey  : 

Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  your  letter  dated  Nov.  26. 
I  shall  be  glad  if  the  proposal  to  stock  Kashmir  waters 
with  S.  fario  would  attract  interest  and  Bnppott  in  India, 
for  I  think  there  is  nothing  intrinsically  impossible  about 
the  idea.  If  our  experiments  succeed,  I  expect  we  shall 
then  get  people  to  come  forward  with  a  view  to  repeating 
them  on  a  larger  scale.  Only  the  snow  trout  lives  in  the 
Kashmir  rivers,  and  he  is  a  dull  fish,  taking  worms  only. 
I  see  that  Land  and  Water  hate  fallen  into  error  by 
apparently  supposing  that  Abbotabad  is  in  Kashmir.  I 
qaoted  the  Panjab  experiments  because,  crude  as  they 
were,  they  were  sufficiently  sncoessful  to  teach  usefal 
lessons  to  anyone  attempting  the  introduction  of  tront 
into  the  Himalayan  regions  of  India.  With  many  thanks 
for  your  good  wishes. — Yours  truly, 

Stuart  H  Godfriy. 


Competition  and  Cutting  Prices  in  the 
Fishing  Tackle  Trade. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  some  of  the  leading  whole- 
sale houses  are  talking  about  a  scheme  for  dealing 
with  the  ruinous  competition  which  now  goes  on. 
The  Redditch  Indicator,  which  has  recently  pub- 
lished some  letters  and  articles  on  the  subject, 
hopes  that  the  time  has  come  that  there  should  be 

"  Some  honest  and  determined  effort  made  to  cure  the 
evil,  and  not  wait  until  it  has  kil  ed  itself  by  killing  all 
connected  with  it.  If  it  is  to  be  done  at  all  it  can  only  be 
done  by  combination,  atd  we  believe  it  could  be  and  would 
bd  easily  done  if  some  one  or  two  of  the  most  promiaent 
and  highest  standing  in  the  two  industries,  needles  and 
fishing  tackle,  took  the  initiative  in  the  matter.  Only  by 
this  way  is  the  desired  retult  possible.  That  there  is  most 
pressing  and  urgent  need  for  soae  eSoit  bting  mac  e  to 
stem  the  flood  of  competition  and  price  cutting,  which 
threatens  to  sweep  away  the  best  part  of  the  trade  of  the 
district,  no  one  can  doubt  who  is  acquainted  at  all  with 
local  industrial  conditions.  As  regarcs  prices  of  goods  and 
wages  paid  in  certain  prooesees,  we  find,  for  instance,  that 
the  figures  given  in  our  editorial  notice  last  week  did  not 
by  any  means  reach  the  bottom.  In  certain  qualities  of 
hooks  the  ustial  price  for  bowing  and  bending — and  that  a 
low  enough  price  in  truth,  and  one  which  has  only  been 
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reached  after  long  years  of  cutting— ig  2d.  and  Ifd. 
respectively  per  thonsacd.  In  some  oases,  where  these 
prioas  are  Domioally  adhered  to,  the  workers,  generally 
girls,  have  the  actual  rate  still  further  lowered  by  the 
process  of  over-weight  and  over  quantity,  getting  twelve  or 
thirteen  thousand  done  and  called  ten  thousand,  a  procees 
similar  to  that  adopted  by  some  of  the  most  grabbing  and 
least  scrupulous  in  the  needle  trade,  who  increase  the 
weight  of  the  packets  two  or  three  pounds  each  size.  But 
worse  than  that.  In  some  oases  hooks,  we  are  informed, 
are  hfina  "  bent  "  at  the  rate  of  tenpence  for  hcenty-five 
thousand— leB3  than  a  halfpenny  per  thousand.  What 
chance  of  getting  a  decent  living  has  the  one  who  works  at 
such  starvation  prices,  and  what  chance  has  the  manu- 
facturer got  who  pays  four  times  as  much  for  the  one 
process  ?  What  earthly  need  is  there  for  cutting  the 
prices  of  hooks  down  to  seveopence  or  eightpence  per 
thousai  d,  and  needles  as  low  ?  They  might  be  just  as  well 
sold  at  two  or  three  shUlings.  The  user  would  pay  little 
or  no  more,  the  manufacturer  would  get  a  little  profit,  and 
the  worker  would  get  a  living  wage.  The  only  one  who 
need  suffer  a  little  would  be  the  middleman,  and  he  has 
made  so  much  in  the  past  that  he  might  be  content  with  a 
little  Ipss.  Surely  it  is  time,  as  we  have  said,  to  stop  this 
indastiiilly  murderous  work.  Who  has  the  strength  and 
J;he  courage  to  attack  the  monster  ?  " 

It  seems  incredible  that  liuinaii  beings,  and 
above  all  girls,  should  have  to  toil  for  their  living 
by  bowing  and  bending  hooks  at  the  rate  of  less 
than  a  halfpenny  per  thousand ! 


Mr.  W.  Roberts,  the  authority  on  prioes  of  rare 
books,  kindly  sends  me  the  following  note  : 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Ab  I  know  you  are  interpsted 
in  fishiDg  books,  I  setid  you  »n  exeerpt  from  the  Davis 
Bile  at  Sotheby's  on  Monday,  Ni  v.  26,  in  case  you  may  not 
have  alrfsdv  ppen  it  I  thonaht  you  might  like  to  make  a 
note  in  Fishing  Gazette.  The  Barker  is,  of  oon-se,  a 
reprint —Yiurs  trujy,  W.  Egberts. 

16.  Barker  (Thns  )  The  Art  of  Anslirg,  1651,  printed  upon 

vellum,  "one  copy  reprinted  tor  .T  H.  Burn, 
Maidi^n-laoe,  Covei  t  Gurden,"  green  morocco  exTa. 
silk  linings,  g.e.  sm.  8vo.  1651-1820.  (Realised 
£15  158  ). 

17.  Ba-nes    (Jane  Juliana)   The  Booke  of  Haukyng, 

Hnntyng  and  Fysshyng,  wi'h  all  the  properties 
BT  d  meoeeynes  that  are  neoeseary  to  be  kept,  Hack 
letter,  3  titles,  with  cut  on  each,  and  woodcuts  in 
the  Treatyse  of  FjBshynge,  48  11.  (A-M  in  4's). 
(title  dpfective,  inlaid  and  the  words  "  Of  hanking  " 
supplied  ;  plain  corners  of  several  11.  mended,  top 
plain  margin  of  M3  mended,  last  leaf  inlaid,  other- 
wise a  most  excellent  copy;  sold  not  subject  to 
return),  modern  calf,  stamped  blind  ornaments, 
sm.  4co.  Imprinted  at  London  in  the  Ventre  upin 
the  thrp  Crane  Wharfe  by  Wjllyam  Copland. 
u.d.    (Realised  £39). 
*#*  Of  this  excessively  rare  edition  Lowndes  remarks : 
"It  is  said  tnly  one  perfect  copy  is  known."  Ash- 
buriiham  copy  (not  so  good)  realised  £26. 

I  should  consider  the  reprint  of  Barker  very 
dear  at  £15  lbs.,  and  the  reprint  of  Barnes  at 
£39  also.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  BODIES  OP  ARTIFICIAL  FLIES. 

In  response  to  the  invitation  of  "  Days  of 
Tore,"  I  venture  a  few  observations  on  the  subject 
of  his  paper.  It  is  my  experience  that  for  wet 
fly  purposes  there  is  no  better  Olive  Dun  body 
than  the  Francis  Francis  pattern  tied  with  waxed 
yellow  silk  either  partially  untwisted  or  ribbed 
with  unwaxed  yellow  silk.  I  consider  it  far  better 
than  the  Olive  Quill.  For  dry  fly  purposes,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Quill  is  undoubtedly  better.  I 
have  not  yet  given  Mr.  Marston's  Xylonite  a  trial 
on  the  water,  but  I  imagine  that,  like  gut  and 
horsehair,  it  will  serve  better  for  bodies  of  the 
spinner  class  than  for  duns.  I  have  been  sorely 
disappointed  with  the  results  achieved  by  duns 
dressed  with  gut  or  horsehair  bodies. 

I  cordially  endorse  the  tribute  which  "  Days  of 
Tore  "  pays  to  Mr.  H.  G.  McClelland.  His  death 
at  an  early  age  was  a  great  blow  to  progress  in 
the  art  of  fly  dressing. 

With  regard  to  indiarubber,  it  is  wonderful  what 
a  range  of  colour  can  be  got  with  it  if  different 
strata  of  the  piece  of  bottle  rubber  be  selected, 
and  it  is  not  really  so  hard  to  dye  as  might  be 
supposed.  It  takes  reds,  clarets,  and  greens  best. 
It  seems  best  for  soft  detached  bodies  dressed 
after  Mr.  McOlelland's  method,  as,  unless  used 
fairly  thick,  it  becomes  veryjopaque  when  wrapped 
on  the  hook.  Unfortunately,  in  any  shape  it 
perishes  very  rapidly. 

Mr.  McCieUand  was  not  a  pioneer  either  in  the 
use  of  roffia  or  gardeners'  bast,  or  grass  or  com 
blades,  though  he  experimented  with  them.  Like 
the  "Athenian"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the 
Athenian  of  the  Pauline  age,  I  have  spent  much 


time  seeking  some  new  thing,  but  the  more  I  see 
of  fly  dressing  the  more  convinced  I  become  that 
the  new  things  are,  on  the  whole,  practically  little 
advantage,  and  that  we  have  little  to  teach  to  and 
much  to  learn  from  the  fly  dressers  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  such  as  Chetham,  of  Smedley; 
that  for  wet  fly  fishing  their  dressings  can  hardly 
be  beaten,  and  that  the  dry  fly  problem  will  be 
solved  only  when  we  have  found  some  means  of 
waterproofing  rough  and  sparkling  dubbings  with 
out  detriment  to  their  lightness  and  brilliance. 

Val  Conson. 


FISH    CHLTaRB   AT   THE  MANOR 
FISHERY, 
OAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ford  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising  of  our  British  pisciculturists,  and  his  lists 
have  an  interest  for  all  classes  of  anglers,  inas- 
much as  for  many  years  now  he  has  included  not 
only  all  kinds  of  trout  as  well  as  grayling  and 
salmon,  but  also  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  in  his 
catalogue. 

The  following  notes  from  Mr.  Ford's  circulars 
will  be  found  both  useful  and  instructive : 
"Yearling  Trout. 
"As  yearling  trout  run  from  about  lin.  in  length  to 
9in.,  it  becomes  cnstomers  to  inquire  as  to  the  size  of  fish 
before  plaoii'g  orders. 

"  A  2in.  yearling  weighs  about  one-twelfth  of  an  ounce, 
and  a  7in.  yearling  3oz  ,  so  that  the  latter  is  thirty-two 
times  heavier  than  the  former,  or  speaking  roundly,  a 
jearling  doubles  its  weight  for  every  inch  in  lei  g'h. 
Taking  weight  for  weight  fish  averaging  4in  are  worth 
double  those  of  3in.,  and  quadruple  those  of  2in.  Two- 
inch  yearlings  are  usually  tlie  off  prings  of  wee  parents  of 
iib.  and  under,  which,  from  a  breeder's  point  of  view, 
ought  n-'ver  to  be  spawned.  Such  yearlings  will  never 
develop  ifxto  large  fish. 

"  Yearlings  ot  6ia  or  7in.  are  really  worth  more  than 
two-year-old  fish  of  the  tame  size,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  they  have  grown  to  that  size  in  half  the  time,  and  will 
u  timately  make  finer  fi  h. 

"'Quality  rather  than  quantity'  is  the  motto  at  the 
Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire.  The  rule  is  to  pick 
out  all  abnormally  grown  fish  and  to  reserve  them  for 
future  breeders ;  a  stock  of  parent  fish  running  from  51b 
to  121b  is  thus  kept  up.  Fisb  like  other  stock  improve 
with  proper  cultivation,  and  it  is  quite  an  unusual  thing 
to  put  down  fry-for  yearlings  from  fish  below  lib.  i6 
weight. 

"  Mr.  Ford  has  a  very  fine  stock  of  yearling  trout.  The 
ponds  which  hold  them  contain  an  abundance  of  natural 
food,  but  in  addition  to  this  they  have  been  fed  daily  with 
the  choicest  prepared  meat. 

"  The  unifi  rmity  of  supply,  temperature,  and  purity  of 
the  waters  of  tbe  Manor  Fishery  are  unexcelled,  and  the 
hatching  operations  are  conducted  on  the  most  approved 
principles.  The  parent  fish  run  mainly  from  51b.  to  141b. 
in  weight.  Customers  may  therefore  depend  upon  getting 
perfectly  healthy  and  strong  fish,  whilst  the  strains  are  the 
best  in  the  kingdom. 

"  A  New  Bbebd  of  Teout. 
"A  new  breed  of  trout  has  of  late  years  been  intro- 
duced, consisting  of  a  cross  between  the  best  English 
fario  and  Longh  Neagh  fish.  They  grow  very  rapidly, 
iiBd  freely  to  the  fly,  and  cut  as  pink  as  salmon.  Ttie 
supply  of  these  is  rather  limited  j  early  bookings  are 
therefore  necessary. 

"  Hints  on  Stocking  with  Fey. 

In  all  cases  where  other  fish  are  absent  it  will  be 
found  the  better  and  cheaper  way  to  purchase  a  good 
stock  of  fry  in  preference  to  yearlings,  and  to  put  them  in 
streams  as  near  to  the  sources  as  possible.  If  placed  in 
ponds  fed  by  rills  the  outlets  should  be  guarded  with 
a  movable  grating  of  perforated  zinc,  and,  where  at  all 
practicable,  they  should  be  fed  daily  for  at  least  a  month 
or  two  after  turning  out. 

"  Stocking  with  fry  is  sometimes  unsatisfactory,  for  the 
following  reasons  :  They  are  kept  too  long  by  the  breeders, 
sent  out  in  a  starving  condition,  and  put  in  unsuitable 
places.  They  should  be  invariably  forwarded  about  a 
week  before  they  require  food,  or  be  fed  in  boxes  a  mouth 
or  so  previously  to  turning  out.  These  rules  are  strictly 
adhered  to  at  the  Manor  Fishery,  and  waters  have  been 
stocked  again  and  again  with  the  most  perfect  success,  and 
with  fry  alone. 

"It  is  absolutely  necessary,  to  prevent  disappointment, 
that  orders  should  be'  on  hand  a;  soon  us  possible. 
Special  quotations  will  be  given  for  bookings  before  Christ- 
mas. 

"  Coarse  Fish. 
"  A  large  and  increasing  number  of  coarse  fish  is  yearly 
supplied,  ia  addition  to  trout,  from  the  Manor  Fishery  j 
but  Owing  to  the  amount  of  water  space  required  for  so 
many  different  varieties,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  all 
in  stock  at  the  same  time.  The  several  kinds  are,  as  a 
rule,  dealt  with  iu  rotation,  or  collected  from  various 
waters,  according  to  demand.  Customers  will  kindly  note 
that  it  is  often  impossible  to  collect  coarse  fish  during  frost 
and  floods. 

"Perch,  bream,  rudd,  pike,  &o.,  are  sometimes  bought 
or  taken  in  exchange  for  trout.    Gentlemen  who  are 


removing  coarse  fish  from  reservoirs,  with  a  view  to  stock- 
ing with  trout,  will  do  well  to  communicate  with  the 
manager. 

"Many  cnstomers  defer  their  orders  until  the  end  of 
the  season,  when  it  is  very  difficult  and  sometimes  im- 
possible to  supply.  Orders  should,  therefore,  be  sent  in  as 
early  as  possible. 

"Ford's  Perfection  Fish  Carriers. 

"  These  carriers  meet  a  real  want.  They  are  designed 
to  take  all  kinds  and  sizes  of  fish  quite  safely  on  any 
reasonable  journey  in  cool  weather. 

"The  Scotch  conical  carriers  are  not  adapted  for  any- 
thing larger  than  yearling  trout,  whilst  the  large  tanks  o» 
wheels  are  too  heavy  for  ordinary  purposes. 

"  '^i'®  Perfection  carriers  are  so  designed  that  not  a 
spoonf  ul  of  water  is  lost  on  the  longest  jouraey,  at  the 
same  time  the  motion  of  train  or  cart  sufficiently  ai^rates 
the  water. 

"  They  will  be  found  very  useful  to  clubs  and  fisheries 
for  the  tramsport  of  fish  from  one  pond  or  stream  to 
another. 

"  They  are  made  of  very  stout  galvanised  steel,  with 
large  8in.  folding  handles.  They  are  23in.  in  diameter 
circular  in  shape,  weigh  about  301b.  empty,  and  licwt 
moderately  full  of  water. 

"  King  Carp. 
' '  Special  attention  is  still  being  given  to  thia  very  hand- 
some fish.  The  accounts  received  from  customers  supplied 
during  the  last  four  or  five  years  are  most  gratifying  Fish 
2ia.  to  4in.  long  are  caught  again  next  season  weighing 
from  lib.  to  21b.  each.  In  two  years  th»y  weieh  fr  im  21b. 
to_41b.,  and  in  three  years  from  41b.  to  81b.  Toe  price  of 
this  fish  is  £1  to  50s  per  100,  according  to  size.  These 
fish  travel  both  cheaply  and  well. 

"  English  Tench. 
"  English  tench  are  worth  double  the  price  of  the 
foreinn,  so-called,  green  tench,  as  they  are  of  finer  colour 
grow  larger,  and  are  usually  disoHtched  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  The  st'  ok  of  th  -se  will  bs  very  fine  and  large 
A  goodly  number  will  run  from  lOin.  to  15in.,  and  weigh 
on  an  awane  quite  lib.  each.  The  price  of  these  will  be 
about  £3  15j.  per  100.  They  are  good  eating  fish,  and  are 
the  best  of  travellers." 


TROUT  AND  GRAYLING  CULTURE 
AT  THE  SURREY  TROUT  FARM. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Andrews,  of  the 
Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Critchmere,  Haslemere,  have 
an  exceptionally  large  and  fine  stock  of  two-year- 
old  trout  for  sale  this  season.  Where  funds  permit, 
we  believe  that  thorough  stocking  with  two-year- 
old  fish  gives  the  best  results.  We  have  never 
heard  anythiog  but  praise  for  the  fish  supplied 
from  the  celebrated  farm  established  by  the  prince 
of  good  fellows,  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews. 

We  have  previously  called  attention  to  a  most 
interesting  item  in  the  price  list  sent  out  by 
Messrs.  Andrews.    It  is  that  they  offer 

May  Fly  LAEViK  and  Fertilized  May  Fly  Egos 
For  Sale. 

"  During  the  past  season  we  supplied  large  quantities  of 
May  Fly  larv£e  also  fertilized  May  Fly  eggs.  We  have 
again  reared  a  large  quantity  of  May  Fly  larvte  for  sale 
this  season,  but  orders  for  these  should  be  given  at  once, 
as  many  are  already  booked.  Fertilized  May  Fly  eggs  are 
delivered  in  J une,  and  we  are  prepared  to  execute  orders 
for  any  quantity  of  these." 


It   would  be    most    interesting  if 
Andrews  would  send  us  particulars  when  they 
hear  of  any  successful  planting  of  May  Fly. 

They  have  also  for  sale  freshwater  snails  and 
shrimps,  as  well  as  the  best  kinds  of  water  plants. 

If  you  can  encourage  water  weeds  of  the  right 
sort  to  grow,  you  can  then  put  in  snails  and 
shrimps,  and  then  trout,  and  thus  convert  a 
barren  water  into  a  fish  preserve. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  new  price 
list  for  the  season  1900-1901 : 

"  The  most  forward  fish  are  delivered  first,  and  intend- 
ing purchasers  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to  order  early, 
as  even  if  the  fish  are  not  required  at  ones  they  can  be 
reserved. 

Fry  are  recommended  for  waters  which  do  not  contain 
fish  cf  any  kind.  Ponds  and  streams  which  can  be  securely 
fenced  at  both  inlet  and  outlet  after  all  fish  have  been 
removed  will  usually  give  a  most  satisfactory  return  when 
stocked  with  fry.  Fully-eyed  ova  judiciously  laid  down  in 
these  streams  will  often  give  jast  as  good  results  as  fry. 
Waters  which  already  contain  a  few  fish  should  be  stocked 
with  yearlings,  or  even  older  fish  if  sport  be  required  in 
the  least  poseible  time,  as  it  will  be  found  that  the  loss 
from  cannibalism  is  practically  nH  after  the  fish  have 
reached  the  size  of  Sin.  or  6in. 

"The  best  yearlings  average  6in.,  but  yearlings 
averaging  Sin.  are  also  supplied,  and  the  pries  is  regulated 
according  to  size. 

"  Two-jear-old  trout  are  supplied,  averaging  7in.  8in., 
9in.,  and  lOin.  in  length,  and  there  are  a  few  extra  large 
fish  of  llin.  and  12in. 
"  Yearlings  and  larger  fish  will  not  be  delivered  later 


December  1,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


409 


than  April  30,  except  at  the  option  of  the  Fishery,  as  there 
is  great  risk  in  transit  should  the  weather  become  warm. 

"  Farcfaasers  of  ova  should  mention  what  appliduces 
they  have  tor  batcbinsr,  as  the  ova  can  be  sent  to  ha'ch  in 
a  day  or  two  or  in  fourteen  days.  Ova  for  abroad  must 
of  course  be  packed  at  a  much  earlier  stage." 

The  fish  bred  at  the  Surrey  Trout  Farm 
are  :  Common  trout  (i.e.,  S.  fario,  the  best 
trout  in  the  world  in  our  opinion),  Loch  Leven 
trout,  American  brook  trout,  rainbow  trout, 
grayling. 

The  high  character  of  the  fish  bred  by  Messrs. 
Andrews  is  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the 
admirable  water  supply  and  great  abundance  of 
natural  food. 


SPINNING  UP-STRBAM  FOR  PIKE 
AND  PERCH  IN  ANGLESEY.* 


I  AM  well  aware  that  in  writing  of  this  style  of 
fishing  I  am  laying  myself  open  to  attacks  from 
advocates  of  the  usual  course  of  procedure;  in 
fact,  one  of  the  highest  authorities  on  the  subject 
set  me  down  as  a  duffer  when  seeing  me  spinning 
up-stream.  However,  he  soon  had  reason  to  alter 
his  opinion  when  I  landed  a  16^1b.  pike  from  a 
weedy  place  where  it  was  quite  impossible  to  put 
the  bait  properly  before  it  with  a  down- stream 
cast.  My  attention  was  first  called  to  this 
system  by  Mr.  John  Morley,  of  Carrington-street, 
Nottingham,  about  the  year  1864,  so  I  claim  no 
merit  for  being  its  inventor.  He  supplied  me 
with  the  necessary  gear.  The  reel  was  a  very 
large  one,  I  should  think  more  than  6in.  in 
diameter,  which  enabled  one  to  wind  in  line  at  a 
very  great  speed — a  great  advantage  in  very 
shallow,  weedy  places.  However,  I  discarded  it 
in  favour  of  a  smaller  one,  as  I  found  it  rather 
awkward  to  use,  although  it  was  one  of  the 
fastest  reels  I  ever  met  with.  The  line 
was  very  fine — in  fact,  no  stouter  than  those 
used  by  many  people  for  legering  for  barbel ; 
the  tackle,  two  moderately-sized  triangles  on  a 
short  piece  of  gimp,  only  reaching  3in.  from 
the  upper  triangle ;  then  came  a  small  swivel  and 
one  length  of  stained  salmon  gut  of  medium  thick- 
ness, another  larger-sized  swivel,  and  that  com- 
pleted the  tackle.  He  used  no  trace,  but  simply 
put  a  pipe  lead  on  the  reel  line,  the  lead  resting 
on  the  knot  which  fastened  the  line  to  the  swivel. 
For  bait  he  used  a  bleak.  The  tackle  was  detached 
from  the  line  and  the  end  of  it  passed  through 
the  gill  and  out  of  the  mouth  ;  it  was  then  pulled 
through  until  the  upper  triangle  came  partly 
under  the  gill  cover,  lifting  it  up  at  an  angle  of, 
say,  45  degrees.  This  is  important,  as  it  aids  the 
spinning  of  the  bait.  The  lower  triangle  was  then 
hooked  into  the  back,  giving  the  body  of  the  fish 
a  slight  curve ;  if  properly  done,  it  spun 
very  well.  He  occasionally  put  a  lip  hook — a 
movable  one — on  the  tackle ;  in  this  case 
it  was  necessary  to  slip  the  lip  hook  up 
to  the  top  of  the  gimp,  and  double  it  back  before 
passing  the  end  of  the  tackle  under  the  gUls  of 
the  bait.  I  think  there  is  but  little  advantage 
in  the  lip  hook,  as  I  believe  the  water  passing 
in  at  the  mouth  of  the  bait  and  out  at  the 
open  gill  cover  makes  it  spin  better.  The  shanks 
of  the  triangles  should  be  wrapped  with  sUver 
or  gold  tinsel.  I  found  the  line — which  was  a 
twisted  silk  one,  supplied  by  Morley — was  too 
slight  when  used  among  stout  weeds,  so  used  a 
stouter  one  of  undressed  plaited  silk,  much 
slighter  than  an  ordinary  pike  line.  I  also  used 
a  gut  trace  with  two  more  swivels  on,  about  a 
yard  long,  the  lead,  though,  still  kept  at  the 
original  distance  from  the  bait,  as  it  is  desirable 
that  it  should  be  sunk  quickly,  and  so  begin  to 
spin  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and,  as  bleak  are  not 
always  obtainable,  tried  roach,  which  spin  very 
well  on  this  tackle.  The  16ilb.  fish  was  taken  in 
a  very  sharp  stream  with  a  roach.  And  now  for 
the  way  to  use  the  above  gear.  As  all  pike  fishers 
know,  or  should  know,  pike  in  the  warmer 
months  of  the  year,  and  up  to  the  end 
even  of  October,  when  the  rivers  are  low,  will 
lie  under  the  long  trailing  weeds  in  sharp,  and 
shallow  water,  keeping  in  the  lee  of  the  roots  of 
the  weeds,  where  they  feel  but  little  of  the 
current.  When  they  are  in  such  positions  I  defy 
any  man  to  spin  properly  for  them  with  the 


*  Mr.  Gosling  evidently  means  casting  np-stream  and 
spinning  the  bait  down-stream — a  method  used  and  recom- 
mended by^some  of  the  best  anglers. — Ed. 


down-stream  cast,  as  directly  the  bait  is  drawn  up 
it  is  caught  in  the  ends  of  the  weeds.  Now  in 
my  plan  the  hooks  project  but  very  little  from 
the  bait,  and,  coming  down  the  same  way  as  the 
weeds,  seldom  picks  any  of  them  up,  and  if  it 
does  will  cut  its  way  through  them.  To  one  who 
has  never  tried  it,  it  would  appear  that  the  speed 
with  which  the  bait  must  travel  in  order  to  make 
it  spin  in  a  rapid  stream  would  prevent  the  fish 
from  running  after  it ;  but  it  is  not  so,  for  I  have 
had  them  rush  out  when  the  bait  was  passing  the 
tail  of  the  weed  and  chase  it  down  fifteen  yards 
or  more,  taking  it  at  last  just  as  it  ceased 
spinning,  right  under  the  rod.  In  one  case, 
last  September,  a  pike  was  so  engrossed  in  the 
pursuit  that  he  actually  ran  aground  and  grabbed 
the  bait  as  it  lay  on  the  gravel  in  less  than  six  inches 
of  water.  I  gave  a  good  pull,  and  ran  him  high 
and  dry  ashore  before  he  could  realise  what  was 
the  matter.  He  was  about  41b.  Now,  before  I 
go  any  further  I  wish  it  to  be  perfectly  under- 
stood that  I  do  not  recommend  up-stream  fishing, 
except  in  swift,  weedy  water  of  moderate  depth, 
and  then  it  can  only  be  done  in  clear  water ;  if 
there  is  any  colour  it  is  cei'tain  the  fish  will  not 
see  the  bait.  This  tackle  will  do  well  for  live  bait, 
one  hook  of  the  upper  triangle  being  put  through 
the  root  of  the  dorsal  fin.  The  largest  pike  I 
ever  caught,  231b.,  was  taken  live-baiting  with  it. 
And  now  as  to  up-stream  fishing  for  perch.  Many 
years  since  I  was  fishing  at  Half-way,  on  the 
Kennet.  As  the  perch  run  large  and  are 
numerous  in  that  water  we  went  provided  with  a 
lot  of  minnows  and  gudgeon.  It  was  a  bright 
hot  day  in  August,  and  the  river  running  fast  over 
the  weeds.  For  the  first  two  or  three  hours 
we  did  nothing.  At  last  I  remembered  two 
moderate-sized  tassel  baits  which  a  friend  had 
got  in  Canada  and  sent  me  to  try.  So,  thinking 
I  might  get  a  jack  by  spinning  down  over 
the  weeds,  I  put  one  up.  The  first  throw  I 
had  it  took  a  21b.  perch,  and  they  seemed 
mad  for  it,  for  I  began  to  pull  them  out,  varied 
with  an  occasional  jack,  as  fast  as  I  could. 
Harry  B.  soon  came  running  up,  and  I  gave  him 
the  other  bait.  He  had  no  trace,  so  simply  tied 
the  bait  to  the  end  of  his  reel  line,  putting  a  pipe 
lead  about  a  foot  up,  and  began  to  haul  them  in  as 
fast  as  I  did.  When  we  finished  fishing  we  had 
to  send  a  man  to  borrow  a  clothes-basket  to  carry 
them  up  to  the  trap.  The  best  jack  was  121b., 
and  one  of  91b.  had  a  gorge  hook  in  him  and  some 
40yds.  of  line  attached  to  it.  I  caught  this,  my 
hook  having  hitched  in  the  line.  I  afterwards 
heard  it  belonged  to  the  late  Mr.  Newton,  of  New- 
bury, who  was  trolling  in  the  old-fashioned  way 
of  using  no  reel  and  letting  the  line  trail  behind 
him  on  the  grass.  He  had  a  run  and  laid  down 
his  rod  to  give  the  fish  the  orthodox  ten  minutes. 
However,  it  must  have  gorged  quickly  and  ran  all 
the  line  off  before  Newton  saw  what  was  the 
matter.  The  fish  was  vei-y  thin  and,  though 
alive,  stank  horribly.  There  was  a  hole  in  its 
side,  from  which  protruded  the  wire  shank  of  the 
gorge  hook.    It  was  lost  a  fortnight  before. 

I  did  not  see  any  of  the  fish  weighed,  but 
Harry  B.  told  me  there  were  two  three-pounders.  I 
think  he  put  the  weight  on  a  little,  but  they  were 
certainly  not  far  off  it.  I  gave  Harry  the  tassel 
bait,  and  he  went  to  the  same  place  soon  after, 
but  did  very  little  good,  probably  because  we  had 
nearly  cleared  the  fish  out.  However,  fish  soon 
seem  to  find  out  artificial  baits;  it  is  even  the 
case  in  the  sea.  For  this  reason  I  generally  vai'y 
them  every  day  if  fishing  in  the  same  place.  This 
remarkable  day's  sport  led  me  to  adopt  up-stream 
spinning  for  perch,  and  in  the  warmer  months, 
when  they  are  on  the  weedy  shallows  with  a  fast 
stream,  I  have  found  it  most  effective.  I  always 
use  something  of  the  tassel  bait  kind,  and  have 
no  doubt  it  is  the  scarlet  tassel  that  fetches  them, 
as  I  have  never  done  good  with  anything  not 
possessing  that  ornament.  On  one  occasion  I 
caught  a  remarkable  lot  of  perch  and  two  nice 
chub  with  one  of  Hearder's  Piano-Convex 
spinners  with  a  scarlet  tassel  fixed  to  it,  but  when 
the  wool  was  torn  off  not  a  fish  would  look  at  it. 

While  I  am  on  the  subject  of  perch,  I  saw  lately 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  a  S^lb.  one  had  been 
taken  in  Llyn  Maelog,  Anglesey.  Not  being 
aware  that  this  fish  was  found  in  the  island.  I 
have  made  inquiries,  and  the  replies  I  have 
received  make  me  long  to  go  down  again  to 
Mona,  though  I  regret  to  find  they  have  spoilt 
the  trout  fishing  in  Maelog,  which  lake  used  to  be 


a  very  good  one,  and  possessed  at  one  time  a 
peculiar  breed  of  trout  of  a  greyish  colour,  which 
were  no  doubt  land-locked  sea  trout,  or  may  have 
been  hybrids ;  they,  however,  disappeared  many 
years  ago,  for  what  reason  I  know  not. 

From  what  I  can  find  out,  perch  were  intro- 
duced into  the  island  by  Mr.  Pearce,  of  The 
Valley,  who  stocked  a  lake  some  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago  ;  a  short  time  after  some  were  put  into 
the  Gwalchmai  Pool.  Before  long  they  made 
their  appearance  in  Llyn  Maelog  and  the  Crigillt 
river.  Now,  there  is  no  connection  between  the 
two  perch  lakes  and  Crigillt  or  Maelog,  so  no 
doubt  the  spawn  was  taken  by  the  wildfowl, 
which  are  continually  flying  between  the  different 
lakes. 

One  correspondent  tells  me  that  they  are  bo 
plentiful  in  the  Valley  and  Gwalchmai  Lakes 
he  gets  tired  of  catching  them.  Roach  are 
also  plentiful,  and  Mr.  T.  Cottrell,  proprietor 
Maelog  Lake  Hotel,  says  that  Mrs.  Cottrell 
last  summer  took  a  perch  31b.  3oz.,  and  that 
lots  have  been  taken  2^1b.  No  one,  he  adds, 
ever  tries  for  them  in  winter.  The  climate  of 
Anglesey  being  remarkably  mild — the  average 
winter  temperature  being  higher  than  that  of 
Torquay— I  see  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
take  well  in  the  winter  months.  A  well-scoured 
worm  is  the  bait  generally  used  in  the  summer, 
but  it  would  be  as  well  to  try  spinning  a  tassel 
bait.  The  lake  at  the  Valley — four  miles  from 
Holyhead — may  be  fished  by  visitors  staying  at 
the  Valley  Hotel.  The  Gwalchmai  Lake  is  in 
private  hands.  Edwin  Gosling. 


A  STRANGE  AUSTRALIAN  LAKE. 


Should  the  beautiful  Monaro  district,  situated 
in  the  south-eastern  portion  of  New  South  Wales, 
be  selected  as  the  site  of  the  Aubtralian  federal 
capital,  those  travelling  by  the  railway  branching 
off  at  Goulburn,  on  the  main  line  connecting 
Sydney  and  Brisbane  with  Melbourne  and  Ade- 
laide, will  have  opportunities  for  visiting  Lake 
George,  situated  about  four  miles  from  the  rail- 
way station  at  Bungendore,  and  which  has  for 
many  years  engaged  the  attention  of  scientific 
men,  by  reason  of  the  singular  and  inexplicable 
phenomena  connected  with  it.  The  estimates  of 
its  size  vary  considerably  according  to  cii'cum- 
stances,  but  when  moderately  full,  about  twenty 
by  seven  miles  will  be  found  tolerably  correct.  It 
is  about  2267ft.  above  sea  level,  and  enclosed  on 
two  sides  by  gigantic  towering  mountains  rising 
in  grassy  slopes  from  the  water's  edge,  and 
assuming  vaster  and  vaster  proportions  as  they 
recede  from  it.  At  either  end  the  land  is  fully 
100ft.  above  the  highest  recorded  surface  of  the 
lake,  which  possesses  no  known  outlet,  although 
it  is  fed  by  numerous  mountain  creeks.  The  lake 
was  discovered  by  a  bushman  in  1820,  and  was 
known  to  the  blacks  as  the  "  big  water."  Shortly 
afterwards  it  was  visited  by  Governor  Macquarie, 
by  whom  it  was  named  Lake  George,  and  who 
was  amazed  at  the  immense  numbers  of  wildfowl 
seen  floating  on  its  surface.  It  was  then  supposed 
to  form  the  source  of  a  river  having  its  mouth  on 
the  south  coast,  but  subsequent  visitors  were 
much  perplexed  at  the  manner  in  wkich  the  blacks 
avoided  the  lake,  of  which  they  appeared  to  enter- 
tain a  superstitious  dread,  one  aged  aboriginal 
stating  she  had  seen  it  all  covered  with  trees; 
another  explaining  that  the  whole  of  the  water 
sank  through  the  bottom  and  disappeared; 
while  others  remembered  the  lake  only  as  a  series 
of  small  ponds.  During  the  following  twenty 
years  considerable  variations  were  noticed  in  the 
depth  and  extent  of  the  lake.  In  1841  the  lake 
became  partially  dried  up,  the  moist  portions 
being  simply  grassy  swamps.  A  few  months 
later,  large  numbers  of  sheep  were  depastured  in 
the  bed  of  the  lake,  but  fresh  water  had  to  be 
carted  for  the  use  of  the  shepherds,  that  of  the 
lake  being  too  salt  for  human  consumption.  The 
place  remained  more  or  less  dry  until  1852,  the 
year  of  the  great  floods  in  that  part  of  the  colony, 
when  it  again  became  filled,  with  an  average 
depth  of  9ft.  Since  then  the  surface  level  of  the 
lake  has  varied  considerably,  but  the  bed  has 
never  been  so  dry  as  in  former  years.  There  are 
indications  that  many  hundreds  of  years  ago  the 
lake  covered  a  far  larger  area  than  any  yet 
recorded,  remains  of  trees  over  a  hundred  years 
old  being  found  in  spots  formerly  under  water. 
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The  saline  character  of  the  lake  is  the  move 
remarkable  by  reason  of  its  being  fed  by  pure 
and  sparkling  fresh-water  streams.  It  is  a 
favourite  resort  of  sportsmen,  there  being  an 
abundance  of  edible  fish;  while  ducks,  swans, 
pelicans,  spoonbills,  and  other  kinds  of  wildfowl 
are  found  in  myriads.  The  surrounding  country 
presents  many  attractions  for  tourists  and  others, 
being  of  exceeding  beauty— a  picturesque  com- 
bination of  romantic  grandeur  and  sylvan  loveli- 
ness; of  grandly-swelling  downs,  rugged  peaks, 
broad  and  fertile  plains,  and  lofty  snow-capped 
mountains  —  with  a  climate  delightfully  cool 
during  the  hot  months  of  summer,  and  highly 
bracing  during  those  of  winter. 

John  Plttmmee 
Sydney,  New  South  "Wales. 


ENGLISH  TEOUT  FOR  INDIAN 
RIVERS. 


EXPERIMENTS  OF  THE  KASHMIR 
FISHING  CLUB. 
The  association  styled,  for  the  purposes  of 
accounts,  the  Kashmir  Fishing  Club  was  originally 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  British  or 
Canadian  trout  into  the  rivers  and  lakes  of 
Kashmir. 

Experience  has  proved  that  trout  ova  could  be 
successfully  conveyed  to  South  Africa,  New  Zea- 
land, and  elsewhere,  and  there  seemed  no  reason 
why,  despite  the  long  road  journey  from  Rawal- 
pindi  to  Sirinagar,  the  ova  should  not,  during 
the  cold  season,  be  brought  out  by  a  line  steamer 
to  Bombay  or  Karachi  and  thence  conveyed  to 
Rawalpindi  and  Kashmir. 

Col.  Unwin  kindly  offered  to  head  a  subscrip- 
tion list  with  a  cheque  for  £20,  and  a  few  others 
also  expressed  their  readiness  to  place  small  sums 
to  the  credit  of  a  fund  which  should  be  devoted 
to  experiments  in  pisciculture. 

His  Highness  Maharaja  of  Kashmir  and  Raja 
Sir  Amar  Singh,  K.C.S.I.,  Vice-President  of  the 
Kashmir  State  Council,  had  both  signified  their 
approval  of  the  scheme,  and  had  further  promised 
to  give  certain  facilities  to  the  furtherance  of  the 
project  in  making  a  site  available  for  a  breeding 
shed,  supplying  water  from  the  State  works,  and 
setting  aside,  if  required,  a  portion  of  the  Dal  or 
other  lake  for  the  yearling  fish. 

Meanwhile,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has 
kindly  offered  to  give  a  box  of  10,000  ova,  and 
transmitted  specimen  hatching-boxes  and  other 
implements,  which  could  be  duplicated  in  Kashmir 
as  occasion  might  arise. 

The  ova  left  London,  through  some  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  shipping  agents,  in  a  slow  steamer 
unprovided  with  a  cool  room  or  ice,  and  when 
Capt.  Allan,  who  had  kindly  travelled  from  Rawal- 
pindi to  Karachi  to  bring  the  ova  up  from  that 
port  to  Sirinagar,  boarded  the  steamer  to  take 
over  charge  of  the  consignment,  the  flies  had 
already  taken  possession,  and  the  ova  had  of 
course  long  since  perished.  Capt.  Allan  attri- 
butes the  blame  for  the  failure  entirely  to  the 
steamer  agents,  for  the  officers  of  the  ship  had, 
it  appears,  done  aU  in  their  power  to  assist  in 
the  safe  landing  of  their  charge. 

The  scheme  will  not  be  abandoned  simply 
because  of  an  initial  failure  due  to  an  obvious 
cause. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  has  intimated  that  he 
will  send  another  consignment,  and  has  obtained 
the  consent  of  the  P.  &  O.  Company  to  its  being 
conveyed  in  the  cool  room  of  one  of  their  mail 
steamers. 

As  regards  the  necessary  preparations  in  India 
for  the  reception  of  the  ova,  the  following  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
North- Western  Railway  Company  of  India : 

A  railway  carriage  had  been  sent  down  to  the 
Karachi  Docks  with  slings  fitted  in  it  that  would 
support  the  thick  felt-lined  box  made  to  receive 
the  case  of  ova,  the  object  being  to  prevent 
vibration  and  maintain  an  even  temperature  at 
33°  Fahr.  Ice  had  bean  got  ready  for  the  train 
journey,  and  all  possible  precautions  taken  to 
minimise  as  far  as  possible  any  damage  to  the  ova 
in  transit. 

Mr.  0.  Dhanjibhoy,  O.I.E.,  had  placed  a  special 
tonga  at  our  disposal  at  Rawalpindi,  and  the 
various  tahsildars  on  the  route  between  Kohala, 
the  point  of  entry  into  Kashmir  State  Territory, 
and   Sirinagar,  had  been  requested  to  have  a 


supply  of  ice  and  snow  at  each  halting  station  a* 
which  the  ova  would  be  kept  at  night  en  route, 
or  delayed  by  any  known  cause  whatever.  And — 
a  very  important  point— the  Collector  of  Customs 
at  Karachi  had  kindly  arranged  that  there  should 
be  no  delay  in  clearing  the  case  of  ova. 

In  any  second  attempt  it  would  be  desirable 
to  renew  these  preparations,  and  to  get  some 
European  sportsman,  if  possible,  to  see  the  ova 
safely  through  the  whole  journey,  which,  next 
time,  wiU  be  from  Bombay  to  Rawalpindi  direct.* 

The  manager  of  the  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  from 
which  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has  ordered  the  ova, 
notes  the  following  points  which  it  may  be  useful 
to  record,  since  success  in  rearing  trout  depends 
so  largely  on  maintaining  the  proper  tempera- 
ture : 


The  object  to  be  arrived  at,  both  on  the  voyage  to 
Bombay  and  on  the  journey  up  country  to  Kashmir,  is  to 
keep  the  temperature  of  the  case  containing  the  ova  as 
near  83°  Fahr.  as  possible.    This  can  easily  be  done  on  the 
voyage  if  the  case  is  kept  in  the  cool  chamber  and  the  ice 
tray  at  the  top  is  constantly  supplied  with  ice.    The  ova 
must  not  be  frozen,  and  the  case  must  on  no  account  be 
placed  in  the  refrigerating  chamber.    On  arrival  at 
Bombay  the  case  containing  the  ova  should  be  put  into  a 
larger  case  of  not  less  than  the  following  dimensions  : 
2ft.  6in.  long,  2ft.  wide,  1ft.  lOin.  deep.    This  will  give  a 
space  all  round  the  case  containing  the  ova  and  also  -at  the 
top  and  bottom  of  4in.,  and  this  space  should  be  kept 
packed  with  ice  during  the  whole  of  the  j  Durney  through 
warm  country.    The  large  outer  case  should  be  lined  with 
telt  and  have  a  quantity  of  holes  at  the  bottom  to  allow 
the  water  to  drip  away  as  the  ice  melts.   When  the  colder 
portion  of  the  journey  is  reached  the  ice  should  be  removed 
and  dry  moss  packed  in  its  place  to  keep  the  frost  out ; 
and  great  care  should  be  taken  to  keep  an  even  quantity  of 
moss  on  the  bottom  and  top  as  well  as  the  sides  of  the  case 
contaioiDg  the  ova.    The  moss  must  be  dry,  but  if  no  moss 
18  to  be  had  sawdust  may  be  used.    On  arrival  at  destina- 
tion each  tray  should  be  removed  from  the  case  and  the 
contents  turned  into  a  basin  of  water,  when,  on  the  whole 
•},°?  slightly  stirred  about  by  hand,  the  bulk  of  the  moss 
will  float  and  the  ova  sink  to  the  bottom  if  the  moss  is 
separated  by  the  fingers.  All  the  moss  should  be  removed, 
and  also  all  white  (rp-qne,  i  e.,  dead)  eggs,  before  the  ova 
are  placed  in  the  hatching-box. 

All  dead  eggs  and  fry  should  be  removed  from  the 
hatching-boxes  every  twenty-four  hours.  As  the  eggs 
hatch  the  shells  should  be  removed  as  far  as  possible.  This 
can  easily  be  done  by  passing  a  piece  of  perforated  zinc 
through  the  water  above  the  eggs,  care  being  taken  not  to 
catch  up  the  fry. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  fry  begin  to  feed  before 
the  yolk  sac  is  entirely  absorbed,  and  even  if  it  is  intended 
to  try  and  feed  some  artificially,  we  should  advise  turning 
some  out  to  find  their  own  food  naturally  if  there  be  a  fair 
supply  of  natural  food  hi  the  water.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  fry  begin  to  stem  the  current  in  the  hatohing- 
boxea  when  they  require  food,  and  this  when  about  three- 
quarters  of  the  yolk  sac  has  been  absorbed.  It  is  better 
to  turn  out  fry  too  early  than  too  late. 

On  the  failure  of  the  first  experiment,  the  Duke 
of  Bedford  very  kindly  recouped  the  club  for  its 
disbursements  in  connection  with  the  cost  of 
meeting  the  box  of  ova  at  Karachi. 

It  may  not  be  uninstructive  to  reproduce 
here,  from  a  paper  kindly  sent  to  me  by  Mr. 
F.  Mitchell,  the  results  of  experiments  in  piscicul- 
ture  tried  at  Abbotabad.  Some  encouraging 
deductions  may  perhaps  fairly  be  drawn  from 
them,  for  if  Abbotabad  came  within  so  measurable 
a  distance  of  success,  using  appliances  that  were 
hardly  the  reverse  of  crude,  then  in  Kashmir  we 
should  have  a  reasonable  chance  of  success. 

The  road  journey,  over  which  the  ova  have  to 
be  transported  by  mail  cart  to  Sirinagar,  is  con- 
siderably longer  than  it  is  to  Abbotabad  ;  but  as 
a  set  olf  to  this  we  have  in  Kashmir — 

1.  Water  supplied  in  pipes  from  a  glacier-fed 
stream,  filtered  in  the  reservoir. 

2.  Ice  and  snow  within  easy  reach,  costing,  even 
in  summer,  only  two  days'  coolie  wage  for 
a  man's  load. 

3.  A  community  of  sportsmen  always  in  the 
country  from  whom  we  can  confidently 
expect  assistance. 

4.  A  temperate  climate  little  dissimilar  from 
that  of  Switzerland  or  Scotland,  except 
for  a  short  hot  weather. 

5.  The  assistance  of  the  Durbar. 
Stress  need  hardly  be  laid  on  the  fact  that  the 

introduction  of  British  trout  into  the  Kashmir 
8trea,ms  and  lakes  would  bring  a  form  of  sport 
within  the  reach  of  sportsmen  in  India  that  can- 
not  now  be  obtained  without  a  journey  home, 
while  it  would  add  a  fresh  attraction  to  the 


holiday  ground  of  India  for  those  who  do  not  care 
for  shooting. 

Other  subscriptions  have  been  promised,  and 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  brought  to  account  sub- 
sequently. 

A  report  of  the  experiments  undertaken  in  the 
year  1901  will  probably  be  ready  by  the  autumn 
of  the  coming  year. 

S.  H.  Godfrey, 
Hon.  Sec,  Kashmir  Fishing  Club. 


CONTRASTS. 


*  Since  this  note  went  to  press  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
has  obtained  the  consent  of  the  P.  &  0.  Company  to  his 
new  gift  of  ova  being  carried  in  the  cool  room  of  the 
Caledonia,  which  left  London  on  Nov.  23,  1900.— 8.  H.  G. 


If  I  were  not  a  Briton,  and  had  a  choice  of 
nationality,  I  would  certainly  elect  to  live  under 
the  "stars  and  stripes."  That,  at  any  rate,  is 
what  I  think  now,  while  under  the  glamour  of  the 
facts  charmingly  and  lucidly  narrated  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  Hague  with  reference  to  the  duties  and 
pleasures  of  his  office  as  Fish  Warden  of  the  St^te 
of  Pennsylvania,  U.S.A.,  and  of  the  sport  enjoyed 
across  the  water  by  his  compatriots  and  our 
cousins. 

Among  other  things  he  told  us — us  in  this  case 
comprising  a  select  and  appreciative  audience  of 
London  clubmen  and  myself — that  the  State 
named  after  that  sturdy  British  Quaker,  William 
Penn,  expends  £10,000  annually  in  hatching  and 
rearing  fish  for  restocking  the  waters  of  the  State, 
the  fish  thus  produced — trout  of  various  kinds, 
sunfish,  &c. — being  distributed  free  even  of  rail- 
way carriage  in  due  proportion  to  propei-ly  ac- 
credited applicants,  strong  laws  having  been 
passed,  and  strong  measures  to  enforce  those  laws 
having  been  adopted,  with  the  object  of  keeping 
the  waters  of  the  State  fishful  and  sport-yielding 
to  all  fair  sportsmen.  And  although  the  genial 
fish  warden  had  had  at  first  some  trouble  in  deal- 
ing with  poaching  residents  in  various  districts, 
he  testified  to  the  immense  growth  of  the  angling 
interest  and  of  the  proper  sporting  feeling  in  the 
State  since  the  early  seventies,  at  which  time 
fishing  was  mainly  followed  by  disreputable 
people  and  by  disreputable  methods. 

Now,  however,  every  class  of  respectable  citizen 
is  represented  in  the  crowds  of  anglers  who  fill  the 
trains,  and  are  carried  great  distances  in  every 
direction  at  reduced  fares.  Judges,  lawyers, 
doctors,  divines,  and  so  on  dovraward  in  the  scale 
of  wealth  and  position  to  the  errand  boy  earning 
a  dollar  and  a  half  a  week,  all  enjoying  a  sport 
fostered  by  the  State,  but  unhampered  by  red 
tape. 

The  description  Mr.  Hague  gave  us  of  large 
parties  of  worthy  citizens  camping  out  in  the 
woods  by  the  banks  of  some  fine  river  for  a  month 
or  more  at  a  time,  catching  great  store  of  fine 
trout,  bass,  and  other  fish,  which  were  cooked  to 
add  to  an  otherwise  ample  bill  of  fare,  would  be 
enough  to  make  any  British  angler's  mouth  water, 
as  it  certainly  did  ours.  It  made  me  reflect,  too, 
that  if  Izaak  Walton  could  come  back  to  earth 
and  hear  the  same  description  of  sport  under  such 
perfect  conditions,  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
keep  him  in  England,  for  the  real  angling 
Eldorado  would  be  too  potent  an  attraction  for 
his  sporting  soul  to  resist. 

When  the  fish  warden  of  that  fortunate,  far- 
seeing,  sporting  community  returns  home,  he  will 
be  able  to  draw  a  very  different  picture  of  British 
angling  for  the  information  of  his  fellow  country- 
men. Perhaps  at  one  of  the  peaceful  Sunday 
services  of  camping  Pennsylvanian  anglers  some 
kindly  thoughts  and  commiseration  will  be  evoked 
among  them  for  their  kinsmen  on  this  side  of  the 
dividing  waters,  who,  although  equally  enthu- 
siastic, are  far  less  happily  placed  with  regard  to 
sport. 

From  our  friend's  remarks  I  was  led  to  infer 
that  the  average  American  angler  could  never 
keep  alive  his  enthusiasm  for  the  sport  on  the 
comparatively  meagre  results  which  too  often 
follow  the  use  of  rod  and  line  in  England.  If  he 
could  not  get  a  good  bag  nearly  every  time  he 
tried,  he  would  set  the  authorities  at  work  to 
mend  matters,  and  if  they  failed,  I  think  he 
would  forsake  the  craft  for  ever.  But  then  the 
wholesale  character  of  his  sport  would  be  sure  to 
spoil  our  American  cousin  (or  anyone  else  who 
had  enjoyed  the  same)  for  playing  the  game  of 
waiting  and  patience  so  common  with  anglers 
over  here.  For  instance,  one  cannot  imagine 
citizen  Jonathan  Walton  going  angling  thirty- 
five  times  in  succession  without  getting  a  fish,  as 
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a  respected  correspondent  of  this  journal  avers 
was  the  experience  of  an  old  Lea  angler. 

Indeed,  it  is  curious  to  note  how  angling 
enthusiasm,  which  probably  owes  its  origin  to 
England  (Cousin  Hague,  for  instance,  prides 
himself  on  his  Yorkshire  ancestry),  alters  in 
character  when  transplanted  across  the  Atlantic. 
There  the  quantity  of  fish  to  be  caught,  and  the 
great  probability  of  reward,  doubtless  induces 
many  people  who  would  never  be  anglers  in  our 
small  islands  to  take  up  a  fish  pole ;  while  on  this 
side,  where  angling  blanks  are  at  least  as  plentiful 
as  prizes,  only  the  thoroughgoing  angler  long 
endures  the  strain  on  his  enthusiasm  and  patience. 

Mr.  Hague  must  have  noticed  many  specimens 
of  this  latter  class  on  those  visits  of  his  to  Thames 
side,  when,  as  he  tells  us,  he  did  not  see  one  fish 
caught,  and  was  therefore  led  to  think  that  lack 
of  fish  in  the  poor  old  river  was  the  cause  of  the 
bad  sport.  We  were  able  to  inform  him,  how- 
ever, that  the  Thames  perhaps  gets  more  care  and 
attention  in  restocking  and  preservation  than 
any  other  public  river  in  England. 

The  roach  poles  of  our  Thames  anglers  furnished 
another  source  of  surprise.  Such  fearful  things 
are  never  used  in  America,  where  fish  are  allowed 
to  take  the  bait  well  away  before  it  is  desirable  to 
strike,  and  the  necessity  for  a  rod  to  enable  the 
angler  to  pay  immediate  attention  to  "  knocks  " 
was  only  recognised  after  our  explanation;  and 
even  then  I  am  half  afraid  that,  in  estimating 
the  value  of  such  an  angling  method,  our  friend 
imitated  a  famous  compatriot  of  his  in  considering 
that "  the  end  did  not  justify  the  proceedings." 
And  he  is  not  to  be  blamed,  for  surely  roach 
fishermen,  of  all  others,  are  bom  rather  than 
made. 

Our  friend  seemed  to  be  impressed,  and  certainly 
tried  to  impress  us  with  the  view  that  in  fish 
breeding  and  restocking  our  waters  lay  our  chief 
hope  for  the  future,  and,  although  he  addressed 
an  audience  long  since  converted,  he  at  first 
hardly  realised  all  the  difficulties  of  reducing 
such  theories  to  practice  in  a  country  where 
private  ownership  of  both  land  and  water  is  the 
rule ;  where  angling  as  a  sport  is  tolerated  rather 
than  encouraged  by  the  State ;  where,  in  spite  of 
pollution  Acts,  manufacturers  and  townships  may 
and  do  evade  those  Acts,  to  the  ruin  of  many  a 
stream,  without  severe  retribution  overtaking 
them  ;  and  where  the  provision  of  water  for  the 
needs  of  an  enormous  population  penned  in  a 
comparatively  small  space  presents  serious  and 
ever  growing  difficulties. 

Here,  in  the  very  cradle  of  angling,  although 
ardent  followers  of  the  sport  abound,  they  are 
merely  unconsidered  trifles  in  the  eyes  of  law 
makers. 

Admitted  that  Britain  could  never  adopt  all 
the  sporting  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  she  might 
accomplish  something  to  assist  in  keeping  alive 
one  of  the  best  of  outdoor  sports,  especially  now 
that  the  trend  to  the  towns  from  the  country 
threatens  to  bring  about  physical  degeneration 
in  those  on  whom  the  nation  must  rely  for  com- 
merce and  defence. 

Even  if  the  veldt-bred  Boer  must  always  have 
two  miles  the  best  of  us  in  vision,  we,  in  our  turn, 
may  hold  a  similar  advantage  over  other  possible 
foes  by  holding  fast  to  our  outdoor  sports  ;  and 
there  is  certainly  nothing  better  than  angling  for 
correcting  the  ill  effects  of  indoor  life  on  the  eye- 
sight ;  while  British  anglers,  in  case  of  the 
invasion  of  our  shores,  might  be  relied  upon  for 
a  wide  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country, 
which  would  be  invaluable  for  its  defence.  Indeed, 
there  can  hardly  be  another  class  of  sportsmen 
capable  of  rendering  better  service  in  that 
respect. 

This  view  might  perhaps  influence  our  angler- 
legislators — Sir  Edward  Grey  and  Sir  Samuel 
Montagu  among  others — to  look  with  favour 
upon  State  maintenance  of  fish  breeding  and 
preservation  on  a  scale  worthy  of  the  nation  that 
has  produced  a  Walton  and  a  Buckland.  It  seems 
a  grave  reproach  to  us  that  America,  with  far  less 
pressing  necessity,  has,  with  wise  foresight,  taken 
measures  to  foster  and  protect  the  public  sport  of 
angling,  which,  in  their  case,  might  perhaps  have 
been  neglected  for  another  century,  and  even  then 
compare  favourably  with  the  present  condition  of 
the  sport  in  this  country. 

Our  legislators  will  probably  tell  us  that  the 
sport  has  little  connection  with  the  production 
of  national  wealth.    But  America  has  become 


our  very  serious  trade  rival,  and  yet  has  con- 
trived to  help  and  encourage  our  truly  British 
sport  within  its  own  wide  borders. 

As  one  result  of  Mr.  Hague's  visit,  I  should  like 
to  see  an  old  idea  of  mine  carried  out,  by  the  con- 
version of  the  present  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society  into  a  Thames  Fishery  Board  with 
powers,  instead  of  mere  privileges  derived  from 
other  bodies,  as  at  present. 

From  a  recent  visit  to  the  Lea,  I  am  afraid  that 
river  is  nearly  past  revival.  Great  embankments 
blotting  out  the  view  of  the  marshes  at  Clapton 
and  Tottenham ;  the  Slackers,  at  the  Ferry  Boat, 
departed;  Ford's  water  gone,  and  replaced  by 
hideous  works  for  a  reservoir  on  the  scale  of  a 
Nile  dam ;  and  pollution  at  Ware  more  marked 
than  ever ! 

But  perhaps  I  have  written  enough.  And  it 
would  not  be  advisable  to  drive  all  our  Waltonians 
to  Pennsylvania.  J.  McDbrmott. 


RUDD  FISHING  IN  LOUGH  GUR, 
IRELAND. 


LoTJGH  GuR  is  one  of  the  lesser  known  Irish 
lakes  situated  about  ten  miles  from  Kilmallock, 
on  the  main  line  of  the  Great  Southern  and 
Western  Railway.  It  is  the  same  distance  from 
Limerick  City.  The  roads  are  excellent  for 
cycling,  and  the  country  is  studded  with  the  ruins 
of  ancient  castles  and  monasteries,  which  are  well 
worth  visiting,  and  afford  splendid  opportunities 
to  the  amateiir  photographer. 

The  lake  nestles  amidst  a  series  of  low  hills,  the 
home  of  many  a  fox.  It  winds  in  and  out  like  the 
letter  "  S."  A  small  wooded  island  lies  at  one 
end,  once  inhabited  by  the  lake  dwellers,  now 
given  up  to  the  numerous  wood  pigeons,  who 
were  very  busy  looking  after  their  families  on  the 
occasion  of  our  visit.  Tall,  waving  reeds  and 
bulrushes — the  nesting-place  of  myriads  of  coot 
and  wild  duck — fringe  the  lake,  and  make  it 
inaccessible  to  the  fisherman  from  the  bank. 

On  the  shores  of  the  lake  are  the  remains  of 
several  forts,  cromlechs  and  stone  circles.  There 
is  oije  Druidical  circle  over  100ft.  in  diameter. 
The  stones  are  very  large,  and  weathered  into 
fantastic  shapes,  the  weathering  testifying  mutely 
to  their  antiquity.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say 
that  the  circle  has  been  fenced  in,  and  is  in  a 
capital  state  of  preservation.  The  shores  of  the 
lake  have  been  from  time  to  time  a  veritable 
treasure  trove,  bronze  arrow  heads,  knives,  spear 
heads,  hammers,  &c.,  having  been  found.  Some 
years  ago  the  skuU  and  antlers  of  an  Irish  elk 
were  found ;  they  now  adorn  the  hall  of  the  Count 
de  Salis's  house  on  the  banks  of  the  lake. 

As  fishing  from  the  bank  was  an  impossibility 
on  account  of  the  reeds,  we  cast  about  for  a  boat ; 
and  having  got  the  necessary  permission,  we  took 
the  only  boat  on  the  lake,  and  started  bailing  her 
out.  We  had  to  strip  to  it,  and  whilst  it  lasted  it 
was  very  hot  work. 

Rowing  the  boat  through  the  reeds  was  harder 
work  still,  but  it  had  its  reward'.  The  noise  we 
made  frightened  the  flappers,  as  with  a  scutter 
and  a  whir-r-r-rrr  they  were  off  across  the  lake 
and  over  the  adjoining  hills.  The  numerous  gulls 
and  coots  set  up  (^scordant  cx'ies,  and  went  helter- 
skelter. 

After  a  struggle  we  reached  a  fishable  part  of 
the  lake,  and  prepared  for  the  fray,  first — teU 
it  not  in  Gath — indulging  in  the  luxury  of  a  long 
peg,  which  absolutely  sizzled  on  its  way  down  our 
throats  ;  then  the  pipes  were  lit,  and  we — lazed. 

The  whirr  of  the  mowing  machine  was  heard  in 
the  land,  and  when  any  breezes  came  our  way  they 
were  redolent  of  the  new-mown  hay. 

We  drifted  as  we  listed,  getting  our  tackle 
ready  the  meanwhile ;  we  were  both  day-dreaming. 
It  was  the  enchanted  lake  we  sailed  on ;  it  was 
Paradise  itself.  The  gentle  lapping  of  the  water 
against  us  rudely  drew  our  attention  to  the 
prosaic  fact  that  the  boat  wanted  bailing  out. 
After  bailing  we  started  fishing  in  earnest,  the 
Colonel  fishing  with  wet  flies,  I  contenting  myself 
with  paste. 

Not  a  bite — not  even  a  little  one.  We  shifted 
our  quarters  and  tried  again ;  our  success  was 
very  moderate.  We  moved  again  and  tried  once 
more ;  better  luck  this  time.  My  bait  was  scarce 
in  the  water  when  with  a  jerk  the  float  went  under 
and  began  to  career  about  in  a  manner  possessed ; 
a  turn  of  the  wrist,  and  the  fun  commenced.   "  1 


have  him  " — from  the  Colonel — distracted  me,  and 
the  biggest  fish  of  the  day  was  gone.  We 
evidently  had  drifted  into  a  school  of  rudd,  or,  as 
they  are  called  locally,  roach,  and  we  hauled  them 
in  as  fast  as  we  could  get  out  the  lines.  The 
Colonel  had  the  best  of  it,  for  at  every  cast  he  got 
two  and  three  together.  The  fish  were,  on  an 
average,  about  fib.  weight ;  the  largest  weighed 
l^lb.  It  was  the  greatest  day's  fishing  we  ever 
had.  When  the  day  was  over  we  counted  up  to 
200  rudd,  and  then  stopped  the  count.  We  were 
glutted. 

The  ensuing  days  were  spent  exploring  the 
country  around,  the  Colonel  revisiting  the  scenes 
of  his  boyhood — the  place  where  he  shot  his  first 
snipe,  the  cover  where  a  fox  was  always  found, 
the  hole  where  the  otter  lay ;  the  villages  once 
thriving,  but  now,  alas !  as  deserted  as  Sweet 
Auburn,  the  graveyard  on  the  Irish  hillside  where 
the  dust  of  his  forebears  lies.  We  basked  in  the 
sun ;  we  revelled  in  the  heat.  Our  fishing  became 
desultory.  I  had  a  go  for  the  pike,  but  as  that 
takes  a  lot  of  telling,  and  is  quite  another  story,  I 
will  defer  its  telling  for  another  day. 

The  Kid. 


SOME  COLNE  REMINISCENCES. 


In  some  parts  of  the  Colne  there  are  swims 
where  paying  off  line  and  using  a  goose-quill  or, 
better,  tm-key-quill  float  and  fine  tackle,  can  be 
employed  with  advantage.  The  fish  can  be  struck 
from  15yds.  to  20yds.  off,  out  of  sight  of  the 
angler.  I  recollect  some  years  ago  I  and  a  well- 
known  London  angler  had  a  capital  take  of  fish 
adopting  this  method  from  a  boat  and  trying  here 
and  there  as  we  floated  down-stream.    We  had 

ordered  a  nice  hot  supper  at  the  chief  inn  at  R  , 

but,  bless  you,  w^e  fished  in  this  hole  and  that, 
got  a  parlous  distance  from  the  station,  and, 
having  no  oars,  we  had  a  terrible  job  to  push  that 
boat  back  against  the  stream.  On  one  occasion 
I  nearly  cracked  the  skull  of  my  friend  with  the 
long,  awkward,  heavy  pole.  It  gave  me  quite  a 
turn,  for  he  only  just  bobbed  his  head  in  time. 
The  supper  had  been  waiting  so  long  and  the 
time  was  so  short  before  the  train  started  that  I 
absolutely  forget  how  it  ended ;  but,  seeing  how 
matters  stood,  I  believe  I  rushed  to  the  inn  and 
took  what  I  could  on  a  tray  to  the  station,  and  we 
made  short  work  of  it  in  the  waiting-room.  At 
any  rate,  I  have  no  recollection  of  going  to  the 
inn  to  supper.  As  a  rule  I  detest  boat  fishing. 
Two  years  ago  I  fell  out  of  one  in  the  Lea,  got 
soaked,  struck  my  shoulder  against  the  side,  and 
could  not  raise  my  arm  for  weeks.  I  could  relate 
a  nice  little  list  of  mishaps  I  and  others  have 
suffered  from  fishing  in  boats,  but  refrain. 

Light  ledgering  with  a  float  in  holes  and  eddies 
should  not  be  forgotten.  It  is  a  favourite  method  of 
mine,  and  in  places  sufficiently  deep  between  beds 
of  weeds,  whei'e  roach,  dace,  and  eke  a  chub  can 
hide,  they  may  be  taken  with  paste,  gentles, 
worms,  or  wasp  grubs  ;  but  roach  and  dace  some- 
times prefer  a  small  piece  of  cinimb  pulled  from 
the  inside  of  a  French  roU  and  carefully  put  on 
a  small  round-bent  hook  without  any  preparation, 
i.e.,  just  as  it  is  taken  from  the  roU. 

When  I  say  a  round-bent  hook  I  mean  not 
with  the  shank  so  long  as  a  Carlisle,  nor  so  short 
as  I  have  seen  many  roach  hooks  used  for  paste 
fishing,  with  the  result  that  big  fish  get  off, 
because  when  playing  a  fish  the  pressure  does 
not  come  directly  on  the  point,  and  when  the 
hook  is  pulled  at  right  angles  the  fish  gives  a 
plunge  or  two  and  escapes. 

When  using  the  cnimb  from  a  French  roll  I 
admit  it  must  be  renewed  every  swim  ;  but  when 
the  fish  win  bite  at  nothing  else,  and  there  is  a 
chance  of  securing  a  few  good  specimens,  the 
little  exti'a  trouble  should  not  deter  the  angler 
from  trying  this  tempting  bait. 

Many  happy  days  have  I  spent  near  Uxbridge 
on  the  reaches  of  this*  beautiful  little  river.  The 
then  genial  and  generous  lessee  has  now,  alas ! 
passed  over  to  the  great  majority. 

To  my  friend  he  was  the  soul  of  kindness, 
giving  him  permission  to  angle  for  coarse  fish 
whenever  he  wished,  not  even  objecting  to  Sunday 
fishing — a  day  on  which  he  rarely  cast  a  fly. 

On  nearly  all  these  occasions  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  be  allowed  to  accompany  my  friend.  At 
all  times  of  the  season  we  have  thus  fished  together. 
On  many  a  morning  soon  after  five  o'clock 


412 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[December  1,  1900 


have  we  started  on  our  long  drive  from  the  south- 
east of  London,  through  New  Cross,  Peckham, 
CamberweU,  past  the  Oval  and  the  big  wheel  (then 
a  breather  at  Shepherd's  Bush),  and  so  on  through 
Acton  to  Uxbridge.  Arrived  there,  and  having 
seen  the  horse  properly  cared  for,  and  breakfast 
over,  we  were  soon  at  the  river.  We  briskly 
walked  through  the  keeper's  little  garden  and 
over  the  weir  bridge,  anxious  to  get  to  work. 

Poachers  are  not  unknown  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, but  I  have  often  thought  that  their  chances 
here  must  be  few  and  far  between,  for  the  watch- 
ful old  custodian,  like  his  dog,  slept  with  one  eye 
open. 

We  have  been  at  the  river  at  all  times,  and 
there  have  been  occasions  when  he  has  had  notice 
of  our  coming  and  when  he  has  not,  but  he  was 
always  on  the  alert.  Chancing  to  see  the  doctor 
later  in  the  day,  he  would  always  enquire  in  a 
kindly  way  as  to  the  sport,  and  view  our  take  with 
the  greatest  interest,  and  the  larger  it  was  the 
more  pleased  he  appeared.  This  is  not  always  the 
attitude  shown  towards  the  angler.  I  well 
remember  permission  to  fish  a  water  many  miles 
from  Uxbridge  being  given  to  another  old  friend 
of  mine  who  was  an  expert  angler.  The  water 
was  well  stocked,  and  his  take  towards  evening 
was  both  varied  and  good ;  but  after  the  pro- 
prietor had  viewed  the  fish  he  was  politely  re- 
quested not  to  angle  there  again. 

I  am  happy  to  say  our  experience  at  Uxbridge 
was  always  the  opposite  to  this.  I  think  I  know 
most  of  the  holes  and  likely  places  on  that  reach 
of  water,  and  many  a  fine  chub  has  fallen  a 
victim  to  a  lively  brandling  or  to  the  more 
tempting  tail  of  a  crayfish.  We  generally 
separated,  each  taking  opposite  sides  of  the  river, 
and  going  from  hole  to  hole  until  all  the  water 
had  been  well  tried.  Some  of  the  chub  were  very 
fine,  turning  the  scale  at  from  Sib.  to  41b. 
Occasionally  we  took  a  perch,  but,  curiously 
enough,  these  fish  were  not  numerous,  and  I  do 
not  recollect  taking  more  than  seven  or  eight 
during  the  whole  period  that  I  fished  there.  It 
is  jast  possible  that  they  may  have  been  thinned 
by  jack  when  they  were  small,  for  the  one  re- 
deeming feature  of  a  scarcity  of  perch  was  that 
we  were  not  pestered  with  shoals  of  scripers.  I 
have  fished  waters  where  it  has  been  almost 
impossible  to  put  a  bait  before  sizeable  fish  owing 
to  the  number  and  voracity  of  fry.  With  respect 
to  roach,  where,  I  should  like  to  know,  can  a 
Colne  roach  be  beaten  ?  Clean,  bright,  compact, 
handsome  fish,  with  plenty  of  fight  in  them, 
they  gave  us  rare  sport  on  delicate  tackle ;  and 
in  the  generally  clear,  bright  water  the  angler 
who  would  take  Colne  roach  cannot  fish  too 
fine. 

This  reminds  me  that  I  hooked  a  3h\h.  trout 
on  fine  tackle  the  last  day  I  fished,  and  landed 
him,  after  a  rather  exciting  time.  In  my  opinion 
there  were  more  jack  than  was  consistent  with 
the  well-being  of  young  trout,  and  if  we  were 
sometimes  not  quite  as  successful  with  the  chub 
as  could  be  desired,  we  often  settled  down  in 
the  old  punt  to  a  little  live-baiting  in  the  main 
stream,  and  deserted  the  more  sluggish  back- 
water. 

Here  capital  sport  could  be  obtained.  I  cannot 
say  that  we  took  a  specimen  fish,  but  we  certainly 
had  a  good  time  among  fish  weighing  up  to  71b. 
or  81b.  One  often  hears  tales  of  large  pike, 
which  are  supposed  to  haunt  almost  all  waters  of 
any  size,  and  I  not  only  heard,  but  saw  one 
several  times. 

The  first  time  this  occurred  I  was  considerably 
startled,  my  attention  being  concentrated  on 
watching  my  float  some  distance  downstream. 
By  this  time  it  is  quite  possible  that  he  has  fallen 
a  victim  to  some  enterprising  angler  belonging  to 
the  association  which  I  understand  now  rents 
this  water. 

We  rarely  left  without  a  bonne  bowhe  in  the 
shape  of  a  few  good  eels.  After  heavy  rains  they 
were  often  to  be  found*  lying  stunned  in  the 
shallows,  having  been  pinched  coming  past  the 
mill,  and  could  be  quickly  captured. 

A  gentle  push  with  the  punting  pole,  and  a 
quick,  well-directed  stroke  with  the  landing-net, 
and  they  were  ingloriously  "  flopped "  into  the 
well.  Although,  as  I  have  said,  apparently 
stunned  before  being  captured,  they  generally 
managed  to  wake  up  when  the  altered  position  of 
affairs  dawned  upon  their  hitherto  sluggish 
senses. 


One  of  my  best  days  was  a  few  weeks  after  the 
regretted  decease  of  the  lessee.  We  were  fortu- 
nate in  obtaining  a  last  permit,  and  I  was 
particularly  anxious  to  catch  a  couple  of  good  fish, 
intending  to  have  them  set  up  as  a  reminder  of 
many  happy  days  never  to  return. 

Although  it  blew  a  perfect  hurricane,  I  was 
fortunate  enough  to  secure  two  splendid  chub. 
They  were  carefully  wrapped  in  paper,  and  on  the 
following  day  taken  to  a  clever  but  unprincipled 
taxidermist  in  the  south  of  London,  and  sad  to 
relate,  I  never  saw  those  fish  again,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  I  called  several  times  on  him  and  quite 
exhausted  my  vocabulary  of  entreaties  and  threats, 
&c. 

I  have  since  felt  that  I  ought  to  have  exposed 
him,  and  saved  others  a  similar  disappointment ; 
but  the  chance  has  gone,  and  with  it  my  hopes 
of  ever  recovering  those  two  handsome  Colne 
chub.  A. 


A  MONTH  AMONGST  THE  CHUB. 


Remembering  the  pleasant  time  and  good 
sport  I  had  experienced  amongst  the  chub  at 
Knightsford  Bridge,  on  the  Teme,  during  the 
beautifully  fine  and  warm  month  of  August,  last 
year,  it  was  with  anxious  feelings  that  I  viewed 
the  cold  strong  winds  and  heavy  rains  at  the 
beginning  of  that  month  this  year,  and  when  the 
rains  had  somewhat  ceased  I  read  that  the  rivers 
were  left  so  in  flood  that  I  deemed  it  best  to 
postpone  my  visit. 

It  was  not  till  Aug.  29  that,  with  rod  and  all 
necessaries  packed,  I  started  off  for  what  then  I 
hoped  to  be  fortunate  enough  to  get,  namely,  a 
week's  favourable  weather.  Little  did  I  then 
think  that  the  following  few  weeks  would  prove 
so  fine  and  enjoyable  that  my  stay  would  be 
prolonged  to  the  extent  of  one  month. 

I  well  knew  the  fine  size  of  the  fish,  for  it  was 
with  much  regret  that  I  had  to  leave  last  year 
before  taking  one  of  those  specimens  of  41b.  or 
more,  and  was  determined  to  try  all  devices 
possible  to  obtain  one  of  these  large  fish  or 
establish  a  record  for  this  river. 

When  I  arrived  what  a  glorious  afternoon  it 
was,  and  being  met  at  the  station  by  the  son  of 
the  proprietress  of  the  inn  with  a  trap — who  is  a 
thorough  fisherman,  knowing  every  inch  of  the 
river,  and  a  rare  good  one  in  the  evening  for  an 
improbable  fisherman's  yam — it  was  with  very 
great  pleasure  that  I  accepted  the  proposal  of  a 
drive  round  the  country  to  see  the  hop-yards  and 
apple  orchards,  which  were  then  in  their  perfec- 
tion. Truly  in  this  valley  there  is  to  be  seen 
some  of  the  finest  scenery  and  prettiest  views  of 
any  in  the  county  of  Worcestershire. 

What  a  talk  we  had  that  evening  as  to  the  best 
chubby  spots,  and  what  tales  were  told  of 
gigantic  fish  that  were  more  pictures  of 
imagination  than  any  likelihood  of  having  fallen 
to  a  net,  and  my  thoughts  and  hopes  ran  on 
securing  some  very  large  ones  on  the  morrow,  and 
what  pleasure  in  retiring  to  rest,  after  having 
seen  all  tackle  unpacked,  ready  for  the  fray  the 
next  day. 

I  was  up  early,  only  to  find  it  raining,  but  after 
partaking  of  a  good  breakfast  the  clouds  began 
to  clear  away,  and  the  sun  shone  brilliantly,  so  I 
started  off  with  every  hope  of  a  heavy  basket, 
but  on  this  and  many  subsequent  days  was 
compelled  to  return  with  no  sizeable  fish,  although 
I  had  daily  seen  and  tried  for  them,  and  content 
myself  with  moderate  baskets  of  from  41b.  to  61b. 
in  weight. 

It  was  not  till  after  a  stay  of  a  fortnight  that  I 
was  able  to  take  any  fish  over  a  pound,  and  I 
began  to  think  nothing  would  tempt  one  of  these 
larger  fish  to  be  caught.  But  the  old  saying, "  All 
things  come  to  those  who  wait " — I  would  rather 
say  perseveres — partly  proved  itself  correct,  for 
on  Sept.  12,  after  a  very  misty  morning,  the  sun 
burst  out,  and  the  day  was  gloriously  fine ;  very 
little  wind,  but  the  sun  glared  upon  the  water, 
and  it  became  rather  hot  towards  the  middle  of 
the  day. 

Once  more  I  started  off  downstream,  deter- 
mined to  try  my  utmost,  fearing  that  rain  must 
shortly  come,  and  very  probably  put  the  river  out 
of  condition  for  a  time.  So  cautiously  I  proceeded 
along  the  bank,  looking  into  each  likely  place,  until 
I  saw  several  large  fish  some  three  or  four  yards 
from  the  bank,  which  appeared  to  be  feeding 


on  surface  food.  True,  it  was  anything  but  an 
easy  spot  to  fish,  but  I  felt  I  must  have  a  try,  so 
quietly  put  on  a  No.  8  hook,  crystal  bend,  and 
baited  it  with  two  grasshoppers.  Then,  approach- 
ing towards  the  water  as  near  as  seemed  advisable, 
I  lengthened  out  the  line,  and  with  a  light 
undercast,  let  the  bait  drop  on  the  water  some 
few  yards  above  the  fish,  and  swim  downstream. 
Words  can  scarcely  express  the  feeling  of  delight 
as  I  saw  one  of  the  finest  fish  open  his  mouth  and 
take  the  bait.  It  all  seemed  but  a  moment  when, 
raising  the  point  of  the  rod,  I  found  the  hook 
firmly  in  him ;  and  hum  went  the  reel  as  he  made 
straight  off  mid-stream  with  a  dive  towards  the 
bottom.  It  was  only  now  that  I  realised  what  an 
unsuitable  place  it  was  to  play  and  land  a  fish  of 
any  size,  being  alone  and  without  a  net.  But 
there  was  no  help  for  it,  so  I  held  him  with  a 
tight  line,  being  compelled  to  turn  his  head  as  he 
again  rushed  for  a  fallen  willow.  After  a  few 
more  tries  to  free  himself  I  was  able  to  hold  him 
quiet,  and  contemplate  the  best  means  of  landing 
him,  for  I  was  standing  on  the  top  of  a  bank  some 
nine  or  ten  feet  from  the  river's  edge,  and  a  row  of 
willow  trees  close  behind  me.  There  was  very 
little  choice;  so  after  some  few  minutes' play  I 
carefully  brought  him  towards  a  fringe  of  lilies, 
and  putting  all  trust  in  my  gut  and  other  tackle, 
drew  him  hastily  over  these  on  to  the  sloping 
bank.  In  a  moment  I  placed  my  rod  on  the  bank 
and  slipped  down  and  secured  the  fish,  which  had 
still  the  tip  of  the  tail  in  the  water.  Imagine  my 
disappointment  when  I  found  it  only  scaled 
31b.  12oz.,  and  all  my  hopes  had  been  centred 
on  a  51b.  fish. 

It  was  with  a  fair  lump  on  my  back  that  I 
continued  on  downstream,  picking  up  here  and 
there  a  few  more  i-pounders.  When  fishing  in  a 
deep  hole  I  was  rather  unexpectedly  awakened  to 
the  fact  that  my  reel  was  spinning  off  at  a  merry 
rate,  and  again  1  felt  myself  to  be  into  a  fair-sized 
fish,  which,  being  in  a  favourable  place  to  play, 
after  a  few  rushes  yielded  up  the  struggle,  for  it 
proved  on  landing  only  to  weigh  21b.  lOoz. 

During  the  remainder  of  this  morning  I  only 
hooked  one  more  fish  of  any  size ;  but  in  holding 
the  line  too  tight  during  the  first  rush  I  brought 
him  suddenly  to  the  surface,  and  with  one  jerk 
and  a  flop  broke  my  gut,  and  up  went  rod  and 
line  into  the  trees.  This  finished  my  morning's 
sport,  and  I  wended  my  way  towards  the  inn 
with  at  least  the  best  bag  of  fish  which  fell  to  my 
lot  during  my  stay. 

Although  my  visit  extended  some  two  weeks 
longer,  I  was  unable  to  surpass  the  weight  of  the 
above  fish,  the  next  best  only  scaling  21b.  12oz., 
followed  by  some  half  dozen  from  l^lb.  to  21b. ; 
but  I  had  spent  some  delightful  moniings  by  the 
riverside  picking  up  here  and  there  bags  of  a  few 
pounds,  surrounded  by  the  beauties  of  Nature,  and 
only  disturbed  now  and  then  by  the  hurried 
retreat  of  a  rabbit,  or  the  annoying  splash  of  a 
moorhen  as  it  flapped,  staitled,  across  the 
river. 

I  varied  the  sport  by  a  few  nice  baskets  of  dace, 
as  bottom  fishing  was  of  little  use  with  the  water 
running  finer  and  sinking  more  and  more  each 
day  ;  but  this  is  written  about  the  chub,  so  must 
leave  takes  of  other  fish  alone. 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  I  had  at  last  to 
say  good-bye  to  my  hostess  of  the  inn,  Mrs. 
Browning,  who  had  been  very  attentive,  and  made 
me  most  comfortable  during  my  stay,  the  duration 
of  which  is  proof  thereof. 

In  concluding  I  may  add  that  I  took  100  chub 
during  seventy-six  hours'  fishing,  weighing  a  total 
of  641b.  All  were  taken  on  a  No.  8  or  10  hook, 
crystal  bend,  baited  with  grasshoppers,  beetles, 
flies,  cheese,  or  fruit ;  and  as  I  never  carried  a  net, 
but  trusted  to  good  luck  and  my  tackle,  am  pleased 
to  say  that  in  only  one  case  did  I  lose  a  large  fish 
in  landing  through  the  hook  straightening  on 
account  of  its  weight,  although  several  of  my 
hooks  have  given  somewhat  under  the  strain  of 
2-pounders  or  more,  which  I  consider  speaks  in 
itself  as  to  the  quality  of  the  tackle  ixsed. 

I  feel  convinced  that  most  anglers  could  easily 
have  surpassed  these  figures,  for  all  fish  are 
plentiful  in  this  stretch  of  water,  as  I  am 
somewhat  of  an  invalid,  and  only  able  to  fish  a  few 
hours  at  a  time.  Nevertheless  I  hope  to  visit  the 
place  again  about  the  end  of  this  month,  to  try 
for  some  of  the  large  perch  and  roach  I  saw  taken 
during  the  latter  part  of  my  stay. 

O.  A.  Weiss. 
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THE    YORKSHIRE  ESK    AND  ITS 
ANGLING. 


Being  frequently  asked  for  information  as  to 
the  angling  capabilities  of  this  river,  liere  are 
some  answers,  as  briefly  as  possible. 

Is  it  not  a  fact  that  it  was  about  twenty  years 
ago  chiefly  a  buU  trout  river  ? 

Yes,  at  that  time,  1861,  salmon,  S.  salar,  if 
there  ever  had  been  a  stock,  had  become 
extinct ;  the  then  stock  were  bull  trout,  S.  eroix, 
and  white  or  salmon  trout,  S.  trutta.  Both 
run  large  in  this  river ;  81b.  to  16lb.  for  the 
former,  and  5Ib.  to  91b.  the  latter,  adult  fish,  are 
not  uncommon  weights.    As  evidence,  Mr.  T. 

P  ,  a  miller,  well-known  to  the  writer,  went  as 

an  apprentice  to  the  then  lessees  of  the  mill  and 
fishery  at  Ruswarp,  about  18.54.  Here,  at  the  low 
end  of  the  dam  (which  is  700ft.  long  diagonally 
across  the  river  bed),  were  three  hecks,  which 
continued  to  be  worked  until  the  Salmon  Act  of 
1861  rendered  them,  along  with  all  other  fixed 
engines  on  this  river,  and  most  others,  illegal. 

This  Act  came  into  force  Oct.  1, 1861.    T.  P  

states  that  they  often  had  sixty  or  seventy  fish  in 
a  heck  at  once,  especially  towards  the  end  of  the 
netting  season,  Aug.  31.  The  fish  were  weighed 
and  sent  to  London — so  far  as  he  knew,  all  sea 
trout,  Eroix  or  Trutta — and  during  the  many 
years  he  was  there  there  never  was  but  one  fish 
that  weighed  over  101b.  They  were  mainly  caught 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  netting  season,  and  had 
there  been  a  stock  of  salmon,  8.  salar,  some  large 
fish  must  have  been  taken  in  these  hecks  between 
April  and  the  end  of  August,  as  there  was  then 
no  fish  pass  over  the  dam,  and  they  could  not 
possibly  get  over,  save  in  very  high  floods. 
Whitby  Abbey,  to  whom  this  fishery  belonged, 
was  suiTendered  Dec.  14,  1.540.  Had  there  been 
salmon  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  they  had 
become  extinct  owing  to  the  working  of  this  and 
other  fishing  mill  dams  and  fishing  weirs,  of 
which  there  were  several ;  so  the  evidence  appears 
to  point  to  the  Esk  being  nothing  but  a  bull  trout 
and  salmon  trout  river  in  1861,  whatever  it  may 
have  been  formerly. 

Did  the  authorities  have  the  bull  trout  exter- 
minated almost  ? 

No,  nothing  was  done  to  that  end. 
Do  you  consider  the  river  is  now  a  salmon  river, 
and  that  owing  to  artificial  introduction  of  fry 
and  samlets  ? 

Most  certainly  it  is  a  salmon  river ;  and  that 
owing  to  the  hatching  of  ova,  first  from  the  Tees 
and  Lune,  afterwards  hatching  during  many  years 
of  native  ova  taken  from  the  large  fish,  which  most 
winters  got  blocked  below  Ruswarp  Dam.  These 
ova  being  laid  in  tidal  water  by  fish  unable  to  get 
over,  would  in  most  cases  have  been  lost  or 
destroyed.  Some  years  later  a  fine  lot  were  got 
from  the  Tweed,  at  Kelso,  and  two  years  later 
another  lot  was  fetched  from  the  Thurso. 

Thus  the  stock  is  now  a  crossed  breed  from 
four  well-known  salmon  rivers,  in  proof  of  which 
I  may  state  that  fish  have  been  killed  by  rod 
eight  or  ten  miles  up  the  river,  weighing  201b.  to 
261b.,  several  times  during  the  past  five  or  six 
years,  whereas  previous  to  1889  only  one  fish 
reaching  201b.  had  ever  been  caught  up  the  river, 
to  my  knowledge.    From  1870  to  1889  141b.  to 
171b.  were  about  the  top  weights,  although  bigger 
would  no  doubt  be  got  in  the  sea  nets.  The 
above  proves  that  the  Tweed  fish  are  beginning 
to  make  their  mark  on  the  average  weight.  This 
batch  of  ova  was  taken  by  the  late  Mr.  Donaldson, 
Tweed  river  police  superintendent,  from  fish  of 
.301b.  to  331b.  weight,  netted  just  above  Kelso 
Bridge.     The  Thurso  ova  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Stratton,  the  manager  on  that  river. 
Do  the  Esk  salmon  ever  take  the  fly  ? 
Certainly  they  do,  in  a  suitable  water.    I  know 
several  anglers  who  have  killed  their  twenty  to 
thirty  fish  in  a  month  with  fly,  and  some  who 
lived  on  the  river  more  than  that ;  not  all  salmon, 
certainly,  but  in  a  river  holding  salmon,  grilse, 
bull  and  salmon  trout  you  never  know  what  you 
are  going  to  get  hold  of. 

The  great  fault  of  the  river  is  the  quickness  with 
which  it  falls  in  and  gets  below  fly-water  size. 
To  meet  that  diflSiculty  the  cure  would  be  the  con- 
struction of  retention  dams  in  some  of  the  moor- 
land valleys  and  bogs,  to  hold  the  flush  of  flood 
water  back,  and  make  it  a  week  in  getting  down 
instead  of  one  day  or  so  as  at  present;  these 


dams  might  also  become  of  value  as  trout  lakes. 
Nothing  else  will  counteract  the  effects  of  over- 
draining  and  over  gripping  the  great  upland 
pastures  and  moors.  Further,  I  have  long  noticed 
that  those  who  have  done  best  with  fly  are  usually 
those  who  can  be  early  and  late  on  the  water. 
The  angler  who  can  only  be  thera  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  is  considerably  handicapped.  True, 
there  are  occasional  days,  with  a  full  water,  when 
nearly  all  rods  have  done  well  all  through  the 
day.  Such  a  day  I  well  remember;  it  was  a 
sharp  B.  or  S.E.  wind,  drizzling  and  raining  all 
the  forenoon,  but  came  out  finer  as  the  day  got 
on.  Wind  from  that  direction,  blowing  up  the 
valley,  ruffled  all  the  pools,  and  the  rain  that  fell 
was  not  sufficient  to  materially  alter  the  height  of 
the  water,  which  was  a  full  fly  water,  clearing. 
Many  rods  had  two  or  three  fish  each ;  personally 
I  was  unlucky,  only  one,  and  lost  two  others. 
The  twenty-two  rods  I  knew  of  on  the  water 
would  have  about  forty  fish  amongst  them,  nearly 
all  to  fly.  This  was  the  best  day  I  remember,  and 
was  about  the  middle  of  September.  The  fish 
are  some  seasons  very  captious  in  the  matter  of 
what  fly  they  will  look  at.  In  other  years  a  wide 
variety  of  flies  will  answer,  provided  only  that 
small  sizes  be  used — they  cannot  well  be  too  sniall 
on  this  river,  except  in  a  very  full  and  high  water. 
Some  years  the  Jock  Scott  has  done  very  well, 
other  years  they  will  hardly  look  at  it,  and  a  total 
change  is  found  acceptable.  One  or  two  instances 
are  on  record  of  individual  anglers  taking  nine 
fish  each  in  a  day  with  fly.  But  they  lived  on  the 
river,  and  would  be  out  at  3  a.m.  and  fish  till  dark 
in  the  evening. 

Spinning  natural  or  artificial  baits  accounts 
for  a  few  fish  when  the  water  is  in  a  right  state. 
Worm  fishing  in  thick  and  medium  water  is  much 
practised,  especially  in  the  upper  half  of  the 
river,  where  the  water  often  continues  a  nasty 
dirty-grey  colour  after  a  fresh  until  much  below 
fly  size.  This  grey  colour  is  caused  by  the 
washings  from  off  the  steep  Shaley  hill  sides, 
cliffs,  and  scaurs  in  the  dales  amongst  the  Cleve- 
land Hills ;  but  it  does  not  spoil  the  fly  angling 
so  much  in  the  lower  half  of  the  river,  below  the 
junction  with  the  Mirk  Esk.  This  tributary  is  a 
considerable  stream  of  pure  moorland  water, 
entering  the  main  river  just  above  Grosmont 
Bridge.  It  is  a  great  favourite  with  sea  trout, 
both  Trutta  and  Eroix they  flock  into  it  in  large 
numbers.  Of  late  years  the  prawn  has  been 
much  used  with  considerable  success. 

Approximately,  one  may  say  that  of  the  annual 
catch  about  one- third  falls  to  the  fly,  one-third  to 
worm  (thick  water,  medium,  or  clear  water),  and 
one-third  to  prawn  and  spinning  baits. 

How  comes  it  that  the  Yorkshire  Esk  is  one  of 
the  few  rivers  in  England  and  Wales  that  year 
after  year  keeps  up  the  yield  of  fish  both  to  the 
nets  and  rods  ? 

There  are  several  reasons. 

First.  The  estuary  right  of  net  fishing  belongs 
solely  to  Sir  Charles  Strickland,  Bart.,  and  is  now 
iu  the  hands  of  the  Whitby  Esk  Fishery  Associa- 
tion, as  tenants.  Dui'ing  the  years  when  this 
fishery  was  kept  in  the  hands  of  the  owner,  and 
worked  by  his  servants,  it  never  was  anything 
like  utilised  to  the  utmost  that  it  might  have 
been;  and  now  the  policy  of  the  association 
appears  to  be  to  kill  only  sufiicient  fish  to  meet 
the  rent,  letting  all  else  go  for  sport  and  breeding 
purposes.  Such  a  policy  is  a  good  guarantee  that 
the  stock  for  both  nets  and  rods  ■vyill  be  kept  up 
at  a  high  level. 

Secondly,  the  river  is  free  from  any  serious 
pollution ;  there  is  nothing  in  that  way  that  can 
do  any  harm,  save  a  little  sheep  washing,  which 
can  only  affect  short  lengths  and  small  portions 
of  the  smaller  tributaries. 

Thirdly,  the  Fishery  Associations  and  the 
Board  of  Conservators  have  for  many  years  done 
their  best  to  discourage,  discountenance,  and 
suppress  all  forms  of  illegal  fishing,  both  by  net 
and  rod,  and  otherwise,  especially  foul-hooking, 
whether  done  in  pretence  of  worm  fishing, 
spinning,  or  fly  fishing.  Private  owners  have 
also  done  the  same,  and  the  result  is  that  the 
salmon  laws  are  fairly  well  observed  and  carried 
out  both  by  the  net  and  rod  interests  in  the 
district. 

Fourthly,  the  system  of  protection  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Conservators  and  the  two  Angling 
Associations  at  Whitby  and  Lealholme,  and  backed 
up  by  private  owners,  appears  to  work  well  and  be 


fairly  efficier.t.  There  are  three  permanent  water 
bailiffs.  Then  all  the  police  constables  stationed 
along  or  u  -  .v  the  river  and  its  tributaries  hold 
warrants  empowering  them  to  act  as  water 
bailiffs ;  also,  at  the  commencement  of  the  annual 
close  season,  a  number  of  extra  bailiffs  are  placed 
on  the  river.  These  also  bear  warrants,  and  are 
reliable  men,  mostly  unconnected  with  the  district, 
being  drawn  from  the  County  Police  Reserve. 
They  are  usually  engaged  for  November,  Decem- 
ber, and  January.  The  Board  of  Conservators 
are  not  slow  to  seize  any  opportunity,  as  occasion 
may  need,  to  help  the  fish  over  obstructions 
either  on  their  upward  or  downward  journeys. 
And  also  occasionally  introduce  fresh  blood  by 
means  of  artificial  breeding,  with  a  view  to 
increase  of  weight,  and  also  early  running 
habits. 

The  trout  fishing  in  the  river  and  tributaries 
has  had  considerable  attention  paid  to  it  for 
many  years.  Some  objectionable  rules,  which 
allowed  worm  and  minnow  fishing  in  the  early 
spring  months,  have  been  cancelled,  much  to  the 
benefit  of  the  fly  fishing  in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  and  May.  From  time  to  time  large  sums 
have  been  spent  on  restocking  with  year-old 
trout. 

On  the  whole,  the  successful  manner  in  which 
this  river  keeps  up  its  yield  is  a  distinct  proof 
that  the  system  cai-ried  out  by  the  Aberdeenshire 
Dee  Association,  the  owner  of  the  Thurso,  and 
now  lately  the  Tay  Fishery  Association,  in 
securing  the  netting  rights  and  keeping  within 
reasonable  limits  the  killing  of  fish  by  nets  in  the 
tidal  waters  of  any  river,  is  the  right  system  to 
adopt,  and  the  results  on  the  rivers  above  named 
emphasise  the  dire  need  for  powers  being  granted 
to  boards  of  conservators  to  limit  the  number  of 
net  licenses  which  are  granted  for  public  fisheries 
in  estuaries  of  rivers  such  as  the  Tyne  and  Tees 
and  many  others  where  the  early  fish  are  com- 
pletely and  the  later  fish  partially  crushed  out  of 
existence  by  over-netting,  and  none  but  a  few  late 
ones  left  to  breed  from.  This  would  certainly 
have  been  the  fate  of  the  Yorkshire  Esk  but  for 
the  estuary  fishing  right  belonging  to  Sir  Charles 
Strickland,  and  its  having  been  so  generously 
and  wisely  dealt  with  by  him. 

J.  W.  Wheldon. 


RIBBLE  BOARD  OP  CONSERVATORS. 

A  JOINT  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservitors  of  the 
Kibble  Fiehery  District  and  the  riparian  owners  was  held 
at  Clitheroe  on  Nov.  15. 

Col.  Aspinall  (of  Standen)  was  in  the  chair,  and  the 
followiofr  were  present :  Mr.  W.  Peel,  Mr.  W.  S.  Peel, 
Mr.  J.  Girnett,  Mr.  T.  G.  S.  Girnett,  Mr.  C.  E.  Ash- 
worth,  Mr.  F.  Parmeter,  Mr.  J.  Hatch,  Mr.  E.  C. 
Assheton,  Mr.  W.  B.  Wardle,  Rev.  J.  Pinnington.  Col. 
Turner,  Mr.  R.  L.  Asorcft,  Mr.  C.  B.  B.  Wiight.  Mr.  E. 
Burton,  Mr.  R.  A.  Dawson,  Mr.  T.  Shaw,  the  Mayor  of 
Clitheroe,  Alderman  Roberts,  and  the  clerk  to  the  boird 
(Henry  Backhouse). 

Letiera  of  apology  for  absence  were  r^ad  from  the  Duke 
of  Somerset,  Col.  Frampton,  Mr.  J.  C.  Yorke,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Worsley-Tajlor,  Q  C,  Mr.  E.  Thwaites,  Mr.  J.  Burrow, 
aod  the  Rev.  L.  B.  Morris,  all  of  whom  expressed 
sympithy  with  the  ot  j?ots  of  the  meeting. 

The  chairman  remiuded  the  meeting  that  a  Royal  Com- 
miaeion  on  Salmon  Fisheries  was  now  sitting.  The 
decline  and  deterioration  cf  salmon  fisheries  was  well 
known  and  beyond  dispute.  The  Ribble  Board  had  sent 
representatives  to  lay  clearly  before  the  Rjyal  Commist.ion 
what  they  oonndered  the  three  chief  caus'S  ot  deteriora- 
tion in  their  district,  viz.,  pollution,  abstraction  of  water 
by  corporate  bodies,  and  overnetting  in  the  estuaiifs. 
The  question  now  was  wbether  we  could  b'lug  before  the 
Royal  Commission  any  scheme  for  ameli  jration.  The 
experiments  and  8ncc;S3  of  Mr.  Archer  cn  the  Sands 
river,  in  Norway,  and  on  ths  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  and  tlie 
Usk  might  guide  us.  In  Norway  Mr.  Archer  had  esta- 
blished in  the  estuary  a  playground  or  sanctuary  for  salmon, 
wherein  no  fish  could  be  taken.  He  had  stopped  net 
fishiDg  in  the  upper  waters,  the  net  fishermen  were  driven 
further  out  to  sea  ;  and  the  results  were  an  excellent  river 
for  anglers,  and  an  increased  take  of  salmon  by  the  nets. 
None  of  us  could  deny  the  very  great  decline  in  onr  salmou 
fisheries  in  this  distr  ci,  and  the  Ribble  year  by  year  was 
becoming  a  later  river. 

Now  was  the  time  to  make  an  effort,  and  it  was  for  this 
meeting  to  approve  a  scheme  suggested  by  the  riparian 
owners  and  tlie  board,  that  for  a  period  of  ten  years  from 
the  pissing  of  the  necessary  Act, 

1.  The  abolition  of  all  net  fishing  in  fresh  waters. _ 

2.  The  abolition  of  all  netting  in  a  defined  are.^  in  the 
estuary.  , 

3.  A  weekly  close  lime  of  seventy-two  hours  in  the 
remainder  of  the  estuary. 

He  called  upon  Mr.  James  Garnelt  to  move  th?  rasoiu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Garnett  said  that  this  was  the  most  important  fishery 
meeting  he  had  ever  attended.    It  wa   gratifying  to  see 
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8->  many  riparian  owners  present.  If  they  oonld  influence 
Pa  liament  to  give  them  the  powers  asked  for,  they  mifiht 
hope  to  see  the  river  restored  to  it-s  former  excelleno5i.  He 
Bp  fcj'  in  particular  of  the  Ribble.  He  had  lived  at 
WadJow  for  forty-four  years.  It  was  pitiable  to  think  of 
the  river  as  it  is  to-div  compared  with  what  it  was  thirty 
or  forty  years  ago.  He  had  known  in  a  length  of  half  a 
mile  twenty,  and  even  twenty-four  salmon  taken  by  one 
rod  in  a  day.  In  less  than  the  space  of  half  an  hour  he 
had,  from  his  bedroom  window,  seen  twenty  fish  rise 
Ttiis  -vpar  he  had  spen  four  salmon  in  the  middle  of 
Augnst,  and  beyond  these  four  juet  one  other  in  the  whole 
season.  In  fact,  he  would  say  there  wne  one  fish  where 
tbere  were  a  hundred  twenty  years  ago.  Hp  exposed  the 
condition  of  things  as  to  pollution  ;  and  speaking  of  over 
netting,  expressed  an  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be 
compulsory  registration  of  firh  taken.  He  spoke  emphati- 
cally of  the  need  of  a  playground  or  sanctuary  for  salmon 
m  th-  estuary,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  an  increased 
close  time. 

The  Rev.  J.  Pinnington  seconded  the  resolution.  After 
the  very  full  and  very  clear  statement  of  their  chairman, 
and  the  excellent  and  interesting  speech  of  the  mover  of 
the  resolution,  there  was  little  left  for  him  to  say.  He 
had  often  thought  how  little  power  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  fishery  board,  and  asked  if  it  was  a  point  that  could  be 
brjught  before  the  Royal  Commission.  The  Commission 
oniht  also  to  be  more  disposed  to  help  them  when  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  yielding  certain  rights  at  least 
for  a  term  of  ten  years.  Mr.  Garnett  had  spoken  of 
thirty  or  forty  years  ago,  but  he  could  go  back  at  least  by 
documental  y  evidence  for  more  than  a  century  and  a  half, 
when  good  Kibble  salmon  were  so  plentiful  that  servants 
onj  cted  to  it  more  than  three  times  a  week.  Let  us  hope 
that  if  proper  (ffjrts  were  made,  history  might  repeat 
itself.    He  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

After  a  little  discussion  on  some  minor  points,  the 
chairman  asked  Mr.  Dawson,  Inspector  of  Lancashire  Sea 
Fisheries,  to  suggest  an  area  for  the  proposed  sanctuary  or 
playground.  Mr.  Dawson  suggested  a  line  from  the  Star 
Inn,  at  Blackpool,  to  the  Soutbport  Pier. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Peel  said  the  question  of  such  area  ought  to 
be  discussed  with  the  Royal  Commission,  Mr.  Dawson's 
suggestion  was  excellent. 

The  only  other  resolution  brought  before  the  meeting 
was  thit  the  County  Councils  of  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
be  urged  not  to  relax  their  efforts  in  dealing  with 
pollution. 

This  was  ably  moved  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Ascroft.  He  said 
there  was  already  great  improvement.  Only  last  week  he 
had  found  the  effluent  from  the  Accrington  and  Church 
Sewage  Works  very  satisfactory.  Very  often  the  amount 
of  ashes  and  such  refuse  were  more  detrimental  than 
sewage.  It  was  our  duty  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the 
pollnuon  committees. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Bolton  HaU,  seconded.  He  had  come  a 
long  way  to  bs  present.  He  was  not  a  fisherman,  but  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  rivers,  and  the  time  had  come  for 
all  of  us  to  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel  and  help  the 
good  cause.  He  remembered  his  keeper  taking  eight 
salmon  in  a  day,  but  if  the  whole  had  come  to  bis  length 
this  year  they  would  not  have  caught  a  single  fish.  He 
thought  a  resolution  from  this  meeting  would  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  County  Councils. 

Before  the  meeting  rose  Mr.  T.  G.  S.  Garnett  wished 
to  express  the  thanks  of  the  Board  to  Mr.  W.  S.  Peal  and 
Mr.  _H.  W.  Worsley-Taylor  for  obtaining  the  consent  of 
the  riparian  owners.  Henbt  Backhoose. 


ESK  (YORKSHIRE)  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

The  statutory  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of 
the  Etk  (Yorkshire)  Fishery  District  was  held  at  Whitby 
on  Saturday,  Nov.  24,  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  J.P.,  presiding 
over  a  good  attendance,  including  Messrs.  J.  H.  Keighley, 
R.  Hay,  J.  Rickioson,  J.  White,  G.  E.  Barry,  and  W.  G. 
Gray.  The  annual  statistical  report  presented  by  Mr.  W. 
Brown,  the  clerk,  showed  that  the  number  of  licences 
issued  for  fishing  for  salmon  with  nets  at  sea  bad  been 
forty,  and  the  revenue  had  been  £104.  Six  thousand  one 
hunared  and  eighty-nine  fith  hud  b^en  caught,  and  they 
had  been  of  an  average  weight  of  5' 1811b.  Three  licences 
had  hien  issued  for  salmon  nets  in  the  river,  and  the 
revenue  bad  been  £6;  136  fish  hud  been  caught,  and 
4  751b.  had  bepn  their  average  weight.  With  regard  to 
salmon  rods,  129  licences  had  been  purchased,  the  revenue 
derived  therefrom  being  £64  lOs. ;  486  fish  bad  been 
landed,  and  the  average  weight  had  been  7  2061b.  The 
revenue  derived  from  trout  rods  amounted  to  £44  17s.  ; 
the  number  of  licences  taken  out  being  598,  as  against  501 
last  year.  The  total  revenue  derived  therefrom  amounted 
to  £219  7s.,  as  against  £199  Is.  6d.  last  year.  Mr.  Brown 
farther  reported  that  the  aggregate  weight  of  fish  caught 
bv  net  at  sea  was  14  tons6owt.  Iqr.  and  G.h.,  the  value  being 
£1822  7s.  Id.  (average  per  boat  £45  lis.  2d.),  and  tie 
average  price  13'639  pence  per  lb.  The  heaviest  fish 
ciDght  by  rod  was  recorded  as  being  of  201b.,  and  by  net 
28|lb.  The  first  fish  ciught  by  rod  and  line  was  on 
JuLe  2",  and  the  first  by  net  at  sea  May  27.  The  average 
amount  of  lic-r  ce  duty  paid  per  fith  caught  was  as  follows : 
Net  at  sea,  4*025  pence  ;  net  in  river,  10  58  pence  ;  and 
rod  and  line,  23.  and  7*85  pence.  The  report  was  con- 
sidered a  most  satisfactory  one,  and  in  the  diicussion 
which  to(  k  pUoB  ic  was  mentioned  that  the  river  was  in  a 
very  good  condition,  and  possessed  of  a  large  number  of 
fish.  The  spawiiir  g  s-as  jn  had  been  an  excep  ionally  good 
OEC,  and  several  tons  of  fish  had  been  up  tne  river.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Richardson  was  appointed  the  representative  to 
serve  on  the  North-Eastern  Sea  Pieheriea  Committee,  and 
MeEsrs.  P.  Riohardeon  and  W.  H.  Rhodes  were  re- 
appointed auditors.  J.  Jackson. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  a/nd  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


Time  of  High.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

^30  min,  for  Chelsea.  rb&  mln.  for  Eew. 

AjjJ40   „     „   Putney.  t^AJ^^   <i     d  Bichmond. 

*'^"')45  „    „  Hammersmith,  ■^'"'Iso   „     „  Twickenham, 
(so   ,,     „  Barnes.  V85   „     ,,  Teddington, 

Example  ; — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.28,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  np-atream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much 
and  one  down-stream  retards  It. 

TiHB  OF  High  Watbr  at  London  Bbipss. 

Homing.  Evening 

Saturday,  Dec.  1  „   8.17    8.52 

Sunday,  „  2    9.30    10.  6 

Monday,         „  3    10.40    11.13 

Tuesday,        „  4    11.4.5    . 

Wednesday,     ,,  5    o  14    fi.Sfl 

Thursday,       ,,  fi    1.  G    1.33 

Friday,  ,,  7    1..56    2.2i 

HiSH  Water  at  Ahsbblbt  and  Pulbosoush. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Dec.      1    8.57    fl.32 

Sunday,  „        2    10.10    10  4G 

Monday,         „        3    11.20    11.53 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pulborough  will  be  2b.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — Although  the  weather 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  week  has  been  decidedly 
unpleasant,  the  rain  haa  not  made  much  difference  in  the 
colour  of  the  Thames.  Certainly  there  is  a  slightly  faster 
stream,  but  the  river  is  still  at  summer  level.  Fortunately 
for  anglers  the  ground  now  appears  saturated,  so  that  we 
may  now  anticipate  getting  some  of  the  surplus  liquid  into 
the  river,  which  badly  needs  some  colour.  I  was  at  Shep 
perton  on  Monday,  and  found  the  water  quite  bright  The 
weeds  had,  however,  nearly  disappeared,  and  jack  fiching 
should  be  the  order  of  the  day.  Dr.  William  Ettles, 
fishing  on  Nov.  17  and  18,  with  George  Smith,  of  Henley, 
had  a  good  take  of  jick  in  the  open  water  above  Ship' 
lake  Look.  In  all  he  had  twenty-one  runs,  losing  four 
fish,  returning  four  undersized  ones,  and  retaining  thirteen 
fish  averaging  j4|lb.  each  (largest  fish  5|lb.).  He  caught 
the  latter  with  a  roach  of  }lb.,  with  a  sore  back,  which  had 
evidently  been  left  in  the  well  by  a  previous  user 
as  a  forlorn  hope.  I  must  congratulate  Dr.  Ettles 
upon  his  success.  George  Smith,  the  Henley  fisherman, 
knows  every  inch  of  the  water.  The  higher  reaches  have 
been  too  clear  for  large  takes  of  fish,  roach  only  feeding 
late  in  the  day.  At  Kingston  little  has  been  done.  Mr. 
Pope  has  had  perch  and  three  small  jack.  The  water  here 
is  a  little  coloured.  In  the  tidal  water  roach  up  to 
lib.  8jz.  have  been  had,  and  several  bream  have  been  had 
at  Teddington.  The  takes  of  fish  have,  however,  been 
small  as  a  rule.  Two  or  three  more  days'  rain  would  help 
to  get  the  river  into  better  order. — P.  H.  A. 

  (Eton). — The  water  is  still  very  clear,  and  there 

is  very  little  stream,  but  sport  is  gradually  improving.  Mr 
Shephard  creeled  281b.  of  roach  and  chub;  Mr.  Wilson, 
271b. ;  Messrs.  Jones  and  Perkins,  201b. ;  and  Mr.  O'Dowd, 
nineteen  chub,  best  fish  31b. ,  all  piloted  by  John  Keene. 
Mr.  Griffin  had  a  good  show  of  roach,  the  best  fish  turning 
the  scale  at  l^lb.  Mr.  R.  Williams  had  five  jack  on  the 
23nd  nit.,  and  Mr.  H.  Stinton,  jan.,  three,  on  the  25th. — 
Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Lechlade,  Crioklade,  &c.).— The  weather  has 

been  very  bad  for  anglers  except  on  Tuesday  last,  when  it 
was  a  lovely  day — more  like  opring_  than  November— and 
several  jack  fishers  were  at  work  in  these  districts,  and 
some  fair-eized  jack  up  to  51b.  and  61b.  have  been  got. 
Mr.  Hough  got  a  beautifully  shaped  fish  of  SJlb.  in  the  St. 
John's  Bridge  length.  Mr.  Rawlinson  and  Mr.  Bretherston 
have  also  been  di  iog  very  well  with  small  jack.  Mr.  Gibson 
has  been  doing  very  well  with  jack  in  the  Kempsford 
district,  both  in  the  Thames  and  in  the  Thames  and  Severn 
Canal,  which  canal,  I  see  from  the  local  papers,  is  again 
going  to  be  put  in  order  by  the  County  Councils  of  Wilts 
and  Gloucester.  It  has  the  making  of  a  splendid  fishing 
ground  — The  Rambler. 

 (Pangbourne). — My  fisherman,  Ted  Hanson,  out 

from  the  Swau  Hotel  on  Nov.  25  .with  two  gentlemen, 
took  four  jack  (251b.)  and  one  dozen  perch.  The  same 
fisherman,  out  with  one  of  the  same  gentlemen  on  Nov.  26, 
took  eight  jack,  weighing  just  561b.  The  water  still  keeps 
very  bright.  It  may  be  coloured  more  at  the  end  of  the 
week.— G.  Ashlet. 

  (Radcot). — Fishing   at   R'adcot    Bridge,  near 

Faringdon,  for  pike,  Messrs.  Edward  Drew,  C.  Embury, 
and  W.  Drew,  jun.,  of  Swindon,  have  had  some  good 
sport.  In  three  and  a  half  hours  (trom  12  30  to  4  p.m  ) 
the  party  succeeded  in  landing  jack  to  the  weight  of  72lb. 
The  catch  included  one  fish  of  16Jlb.,  and  39in.  in  length, 
landed  by  Mr  E.  Drew;  a  brace  weighing  181b.,  and  oi  e 
fish  of  8lb.,  by  Mr.  Embury;  whilst  the  haul  of  Mr.  W. 
Drew  included  others— two  ot  61b.  and  5Jlb.  reppectively. 
They  were  all  caught  with  snap  tackle,  and  angling  from 
the  bank.  This  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  ttie  best 
catches  made  in  the  neighbourhood. 

  (  tr  atley). — Water  in  fair  condition.  Mr. 

Yewdall,  out  with  Bartho:omew,  took  several  roach  on 
Tuesday  (eome  very  good  ones),  also  one  small  pike.  A 
gentleman,  at  Moulsford,  took  a  fine  pike  on  Nov.  25, 
lljlb.  In  last  week's  report  the  name  "Mr.  Cake" 
should  have  been  "  Mr.  Coie."— Horace  J.  Gardner. 


 (Teddington  Weir),— I  have  had  during  the 

week  eighty  bream  (from  lib.  to  3Jlb.),  two  jack,  two 
barbel,  seven  do  zen  roach  and  dace,  with  .Messrs.  Percy, 
Curtis,  Tagg,  Withers,  G.  Edwards,  H.  Parsons,  and 
Oovirgton.  Mr.  Shepperd  has  taken  181b.  chub,  two 
jack,  81b.   Water  in  fine  condition. — W.  McBride. 

  (Twickenham).— Lower  Thames. — The  river 

is  coloured  and  the  weeds  are  being  carried  away,  to  the 
benefit  of  anglers.  All  my  punts  have  been  out  during 
the  past  week,  and  some  very  good  takes  have  been 
brought  to  shore.  The  Twickenham  Piscatorials  have 
fished  a  two  day  match,  G.  Barrow  taking  first  prize 
with  141b.  4Jcz  ,  also  the  prize  for  best  specimen  fish; 
Mr.  Osborne,  second  priz'^ ;  Mr.  Symonds,  third.  The 
Brentford  and  Chiswiok  fish  a  friendly  match  to-day  i 
(Thursday,  29th).  If  wind  keeps  favourable  the  prospects  ; 
should  be  good  this  week. — John  Spong. 

  (Twickenham).— Mr.  P.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  out 

with  Mr.  White,  on  Nov.  26,  seven  dozen  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  Herbert  and  friend,  on  Nov.  23,  one  dozen  perch,  four 
dozen  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Beavis,  on  Nov.  27,  seven 
dozen  roach  and  daoe,  and  one  perch,  l|lb.  River  in  good 
order,  a  few  bream  being  taken,  but  not  so  many  as  last 
season.  Mr.  Barrow  (Twickenham  Piscatorials),  fishing 
with  C.  Brown,  on  Nov.  28,  141b,  6ioz.  bream  and  roach. 
— F.  J.  Ogden  Smith. 

Ancholme  District.— Waters  are  now  in  good  tone, 
and  pike  fishing  is  fairly  satisfactory.  Anglers  report  that 
they  are  often  smashed  with  big  fish,  which  are  difficult  to 
recognise.  They  are  no  doubt  the  king  carp  which  were 
placed  in  the  water  some  years  ago  by  the  commissionera, 
or  it  may  be  some  very  large  trout.  The  latter  fish  get 
down  in  large  numbers  from  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,. 
and  finding  an  abundance  of  food  in  the  river  develop  into 
big  fish.  Anglers  as  a  rule  nee  very  fine  tackle,  ss  it  is  no 
wonder  these  huge  fish  smash  them  np. — Thomas  Ford 
(Caistor). 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Watsrbeaoh,  Cam.).— Angling 

here  has  been  quiet  the  last  two  weeks,  except  on  a  few 
favoured  hours  (mid-day).  With  the  amount  of  rain  had 
this  river  is  not  much  swollen  or  higher,  but  it  is  in  good 
trim,  free  from  fallen  leaves,  and  getting  nice  and  clean  ; 
what  weeds  the  cutter  left  are  dropping  nioe'y  .  Plenty  of 
roach  had  with  yellow  paste,  but  not  over  large.  Anglers 
have  been  content  fishing  for  live  bait,  i*  s  many  as  sixty 
fish  to  a  rod  a  day — good  business  this.  Pike  sometimes 
cff  the  feed  three  cUys  together,  then  several  have  been 
secured,  especially  lower  dawn-stream,  at  Upware,  which 
is  an  hour's  walk  ;  but  live  baits  can  be  had  at  the  lock- 
keeper's,  Beasly,  Waterbeatjh,  also  a  boat.  —  John  O. 
George,  Bechp-road,  Camiridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).- Miserably 
wet  weather  still  prevails,  and  during  the  week  little 
angling  has  taken  place.  Nevertheless,  the  river  and 
Bruad  are  in  good  condition,  and  should  ifier  sport  to 
those  who  are  not  deterred  by  cold  or  rain.  Last  week 
I  inadvertently  stated  that  four  pike,  caught  near  here, 
weighed  901b.  It  should  hava  been  five.  I  nee  the  weights 
are  given  specific  illy  by  another  correspondent.  I  think, 
however,  it  cannot  be  too  clearly  understood  that  this 
catch  was  made  on  one  of  the  finest  private  waters  in  the 
county,  and  such  sport  need  not  be  looked  for  on  the 
rivers  or  public  Broads,  though  a  good  number  of  fish  up 
to  81b.,  with  an  occasional  15-pounder,  and  more  rarely 
a  20-pounder,  may  be  taken  on  public  fishings.  Really 
first-claes  pike  fishing  is  now  becoming  difficult  of  access 
in  Norfolk,  except  by  personal  friends  of  lessees  of 
shootings,  and  it  is  only  fair  to  anglers  at  a  distance  to 
state  so.  Weather  is  now  very  unsettled  and  rainy,  but 
roach  should  feed  well.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin  (East  G-loucestershire).— A  somewhat  unusual 
phenomena  for  the  last  week  in  November  was  on  Sunday 
last  seen  at  Fairford  Town  Bridge  in  the  form  of  a 
splendid  hatch  out  of  Pale-winged  Olive  and  Blue  Duns 
and  thousands  of  gnats,  and  specimens  flying  about  in  the 
air.  The  trout  in  the  pool  rase  freely  at  these  flies, 
evidently  enjoying  an  unusual  November  feed.  Some  of 
the  trout  still  look  in  fair  condition,  probably  from  their 
having  plenty  of  flies  to  feed  on  daring  November.  The 
same  phenomenon  was  witnessed  at  Coin  St.  Aldtvyns  and 
Bibury,  on  the  upper  Coin,  Several  important  restockings, 
both  of  hotel  and  private  waters,  are  about  to  take  place 
with  yearling  and  two-year-old  fario  from  the  Hampshire 
and  Surrey  streams. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— Only  two  days  remain  from  to- 
day (Wednesday)  for  the  salmon  fishing,  and  they  promise 
to  be  comfortless  and  poor.  The  gales  and  exceedingly 
high  water  have  been  all  against  sport,  and  Novemoer, 
which  fishermen  have  looked  forward  to  as  compensating 
them  for  a  bad  season,  has  been  disappointing.  What  the 
extreme  winding-up  will  be  shall  be  recorded  next  week. 
There  are  plenty  of  fresh  salmon  about,  and  probably  just 
as  many  still  to  come  up. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Oistnot). — With  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  pollution  of  the  Dart  it  is  evident  that  a  good 
deal  remains  to  be  done,  as  the  Dart  Fishery  Board ,  at  their 
meeting  this  week,  decided  to  again  call  the  attention  of 
the  Bnckfastleigh  Council  to  the  matter,  and  request  them 
to  take  immediate  stepsto  place  an  extra  filter  at  their  out- 
fall works.  List  week  I  saw  that  the  preventive  measures 
were  not  satisfactory  as  yet,  and  from  reliable  information 
I  have  since  received,  it  seems  that  this  is  correct.  This 
continued  pollution  is  certainly  a  most  serious  matter  for 
the  fishing  of  the  river,  and  something  must  be  done  if  the 
Dart  is  to  maintain  its  reputation.  One  ot  the  bailiffs 
considers  that  the  great  flood  of  some  years  back  affected 
the  fishing.  No  doubt  that  was  so,  but  is  it  any  good  to 
restock  the  ihec  to  make  up  for  the  _  depletion  until 
the  question  of  tae  pollution  is  satisfaotoiily  settled  ?  In 
epite  of  any  reports  to  th  j  contrary,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  tha!;  the  past  stasonwas  the  worst  experienced  in 
recent  years,  and  I  unuerstand  that  some  correspondence 
has  passed  with  reference  to  alleged  misleading  reports  of 
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the  fiflhtng  which  appeared  during  the  season  in  one,  at 
least,  cf  the  sporticg  weeklies.  It  is,  of  course,  very 
annoying  for  fishermen  to  be  induced  to  visit  Devonshire 
on  the  strength  of  reports  they  read,  only  to  find  that 
little  or  no  sport  is  to  be  hud.  I  scarcely  think  that  any 
of  my  reports  have  held  out  to  anglers  any  great  hopes  of 
big  baskets,  under  present  conditions.  Salmon  are  said  to 
be  spawning  fairly  freely ;  some,  however,  have  been 
killed  byJotterg.  The  returns  of  salmon  ciught  this  year 
by  net  show  that  the  Totnes  Fishery  killed  110  aeainst 
72  (weijtiinff  7271b  )  last  season.  The  Weiv  Fishery  boats 
captured  353  (44501b.)  as  compared  with  309  {32111b.)  in 
1899.  Mr.  J.  P.  Baker's  return  from  Stokfl  Gabriel  give 
the  number  caught  in  public  waters  as  819,  weighing 
73001b. ,  as  against  1348  last  season.  With  115  taken  by 
rod,  the  total  number  of  salmon  caught  is  1397,  as  com- 
pared with  1796  last  year. — Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  has  now  gone 
back  to  its  old  state — "  wet,"  and  plenty  of  it.  River 
to-day  (Wednesday)  is  high  and  discoloured,  and  except  in 
back-waters,  no  angling  will  be  practicable  before  end  of 
week.  Prior  to  the  change  a  few  pike  from  31b.  to  51b. 
were  killed  by  Mr.  G.  Street  and  others;  and  Mr.  D. 
Jackman,  in  a  visit  to  that  old  piking  ground,  Tiverton 
Canal,  had,  among  others,  a  fine  specimen  of  161b.  weight. 
I  understand  a  good  practical  committfie  has  been  formed, 
as  the  result  of  Mr.  Shrubsole's  lecture  recently  on 
"  Elvers  of  Devon,"  and  anglers  of  all  classes  should  unite 
to  strengthen  the  hands  of  their  representatives.  It  would 
be  a  thousand  pities,  now  that  the  ball  has  at  length  been 
set  rolling,  to  have  its  progress  again  arrested  through  any 
Inkewarmness  on  the  part  of  the  anglicg  fraternity. — Red 
Palmek. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Iiincs.  and  Camba.).— 

The  showery  weather  is  beginning  to  have  an  effect  on  the 
watercourses  of  the  district.  The  banks  are  muddy  and 
wet,  and  trolling  is  carried  on  with  some  difficulty. 
There  have  been  several  captures  of  pike  on  the  Forty- 
foot  and  the  Welland.  From  the  latter  chub  have  been 
taken.  Some_  very  fair  sport  has  also  been  got  from  the 
Surfleet  district.  The  excursion  season  in  this  district 
during  this  last  summer  has  shown  up  with  increased 
numbers.  Mr.  Winter,  the  agent  for  the  Great  Northern, 
stated  the  other  day  that  nearly  30,000  anglers  had  been 
carried  by  that  line.  Wisbech,  Tydd,  &o.,  have  been 
favourite  places,  and  half  of  these  had  gone  as  far  as 
Boston. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (Nortb  KTotta).— Anglers  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Idle  are  beginning  to  feel  the  inconveniences 
of  the  rainy  season,  thous[h  as  yet  the  waters  are  not 
abnormally  high.  The  neigbbanrhood  of  Haxey  has  been 
best  patronised  of  late  by  the  roach  fishers.  Some  have 
done  very  well.  One  angler,  from  Gainsboro',  fishing  in 
the  Plumtree  length  above  Haxeygate,  had  a  haul  the 
other  day  of  particularly  good  fish ;  many  of  his  fish 
reached  nearly  lib.,  and  three  of  his  best  scaled  no  less 
than  21b.  each.  Other  anglers  had  good  lots  of  the  same 
fish.  Cockepur  worms  proved  most  successful,  the  biggest 
fish  taken  by  these  being  allowed  to  roll  along  the  bottom. 
Pike  fishing  on  the  river  has  been  rather  slow  work  this 
week,  though  at  many  points  these  fish  are  known  to  be 
numerous  — L. 

Eennet  and  Dunn. — Monday  and  Tuesday  morn- 
ings last  were  something  that  delighted  a  grayling 
fisherman's  heart,  but  unfortunately  only  one  or  two  rods 
were  here  to  experience  a  very  nice  rise  each  of  those 
mornings.  Wednesday  and  Thursday  the  weather  was  by 
no  means  inviting  fcr  angling  or  any  other  sport.  Baskets 
ran  small  last  week,  but  some  fair  sport  was  had  with 
trout  ranging  from  Iflb.  to  Jib.,  which  were  in  good 
condition,  and  returned  to  the  water  none  the  worse  for 
the  exoerience  of  being  landed. — Gnome. 

Lark  (Barton  Mil  s).— Waters,  both  in  Lark,  Cam, 
Ouse,  and  Little  Ouse  in  capital  condition  for  pike  fishing, 
also  for  perch.  I  had  a  try  at  Isleham  last  Thursday  in 
company  with  Mr.  Hewlett.  He  took  two  dozen  beautiful 
roach  and  dace,  and  several  small  perch,  which  he 
returned  to  the  water.  I  killed  three  nice  pike,  of  about 
4Jlb.  each.  There  are  some  good  fish  between  Mildenhall, 
Barton  Mills,  and  Lackford. — Raven. 

IiOa. — The  river  on  Wednesday  was  bright  and  low, 
but  since  then  has  been  exhibiting  a  little  colour,  and  with 
more  rain  in  evidence  should  speedily  be  showing  stream. 
The  roach  have  been  shy,  but  I  have  heard  of  a  few  nice 
takes  being  made  at  Rye  House,  St.  Margaret's,  Ware,  and 
Hertford.  At  the  latter  station  roach  up  to  lib.  have 
been  taken,  and  I  have  had  fifteen  roach  and  dace  in 
Oram's  water.  They  were  caught  with  breadcrust,  and 
were  in  splendid  condition  and  very  game,  if  not  running 
large.  A  number  of  pike  have  been  caught  at  Ware,  one 
scaling  ejlb."-  In  the  Broadwater  at  St.  Margaret's  a  well- 
conditioned  pike  of  between  81b.  and  91b.  has  been 
captured  by  a  club  angler.  Dace  have  not  been  feeding  in 
the  tributaries,  the  result  of  the  slack  stream.  Leaves 
and  weeds  are  very  thick  on  the  bed  of  both  the  Lea, 
Beane,  Rib,  and  Stort,  but  with  the  first  heavy  push  of 
water  a  welcome  clearance  should  be  effected.  —  Izaak 
Walton. 

hiagg  and  Arrow  (Xicomlnater).— Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  rather  high,  but  are  clearing,  and 
getting  into  nice  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
changeable,  and  heavy  rain  has  been  had  during  the  nights 
and  on  Wednesday,  which  has  kept  the  rivers  high,  but  it 
has  not  affected  the  colour  much  as  yet,  and  the  foggy 
mornicgs,  followed  by  bright  sunshine,  has  had  the 
effect  of  making  the  grayling  more  on  the  feed,  and  they 
have  been  rising  from  eleven  to  three  at  the  fly.  Angling 
has  been  plow ;  but  a  few  have  been  out  and  tried  fly, 
worm,  and  maggot,  and  a  few  grayling  landed,  but  no  good 
lots.  Frost  is  wanted,  and  then  sport  will  be  good  in  both 
streams. — Gwtn  ne  . 

I,ngg,  Arrow,  and  .Finsley  (Kin^sland).— 
^Rivers,  although  rather  high,  are  not  too  much  discoloured 


for  the  fly,  and  when  the  day  has  been  favourable  baskets 
of  three  to  five  brace  of  grayling  have  been  made  with 
Mid  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Willow,  Red  Tag,  and  Green 
Insect.  To-day  (Wednesday)  a  steady  rain  set  in  at  day- 
light and  has  continued  till  time  of  writing  (6.30  p  m  ) 
which,  with  the  glass  extremely  low,  and  wind  E  ,  gives 
but  little  prospect  of  eport  in  the  near  future.— R.  T. 
Williams. 

Neue  (Feterborongfh).— Anglers  have  daring  the 
past  week  had  some  good  sport  amongst  the  pike,  but 
the  weather  generally  has  been  uncommonly  unpleasant, 
fog  and  rain  prevailing  nearly  the  whole  of  the  week, 
which  will  tend,  though,  to  make  the  river  look  a  bit 
more  respectable.  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Ball  (Peter- 
borough) have  accounted  for  five  pike,  caught  near  the 
boathonsB;  and  Mr.  W.  Wright  (Peterborough),  higher 
up  the  river,  captured  a  fish  of  lljlb.  Sport  with  the 
pike  has  also  been  good  in  the  Oundle  district.— B.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Koljrwell  Perry),— River  in  good  condition. 
A  big  wind  has  stirred  the  fish  up  a  bit.  Hardly  anyone 
been  out  the  last  few  days,  it  has  been  so  rough,  but  when 
it  subsides  we  shall  get  among  them  again,  as  they  are 
strongly  in  evidence  all  over  the  place. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Huntingfdon). — Frequent  rains  freshen  the 
water  up  nicely,  but  have  had  no  beneficial  effect  on  its 
colour ;  sport,  therefore,  is  only  moderate.  A  few  fair- 
sized  pike  have  been  taken,  and  a  nice  chub  of  31b.  13oz. 
was  caught  with  worm  on  the  25th  inst.  The  weeds  are 
not  quite  so  strong,  but  are  still  a  great  nuisance  in  many 
parts  of  the  river. — 0.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Water  very  clear,  and  sport 
almost  at  a  standstill.  The  best  capture  since  my  last 
report  was  on  Saturday,  by  Messrs.  Ennals  and  McNish, 
who  got  ten  small  jack,  nearly  the  whole  cf  which  were 
returned  to  the  river,  the  largest  not  reaching  51b.  A  few 
roach  were  taken  on  Tuesday  up  to  fib. — W.  Nash. 

Severn.  V^ruwy,  Tauat.  and  Cain  (Iilanymy- 
nech). — Unsettled  weather*  still  prevails  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, and  in  consequence  these  streams  are  much  above 
their  average  level  and  not  in  the  best  condition.  In  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  amongst  pike  and  other  coarse  fish, 
sport  has  been  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  good  baskets  are 
being  obtained  ;  but  the  atmospheric  conditions  are  much 
against  grayling  fishing  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  in  both 
of  which  streams  these  fish  are  very  plentifal  and  in  the 
very  best  possible  condition,  judging  from  the  very  few 
specimens  recently  captured.  The  best  sport  with  pike 
and_  coarse  fish  is  now  being  enjoyed  in  the  Shropshire 
Union  Canal,  where,  a  few  days  ago,  a  gentleman  residing 
near  Llanymynech,  took  a  good  pike  nearly  201b.  in  weight, 
and  which  measured  more  than  36in.  in  length,  and  in  the 
best  condition.  The  same  gentleman  has  also  taken  many 
other  pike  in  this  canal. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).- There  is  no  change  in  either 
weather  or  water  since  my  last  report.  The  water  is  still 
clear  and  the  weather  dull  and  miserable,  and  although  we 
have  plenty  of  wet  days  there  has  not  been  enough  to  put 
any  colour  into  the  river  or  any  stream  on.  Several  anglers 
were  out  on  the  25th,  and  most  of  them  had  fish,  but  the 
bags  as  a  rule  ran  very  small.  Better  bags  are  made  on 
weekdays  than  Sundays,  as  there  is  a  little  stream  on  when 
the  mills  are  working,  but  on  the  25th  the  water  was 
simply  dead.  Gentles  or  brown  paste  are  the  best  lure  for 
roach,  while  some  decent  pike  should  now  be  taken  either 
spinning  or  with  live  bait  tackle.— W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal  —Not- 
withstarding  the  fine  weather  we  have  experienced  during 
the  week,  and  with  rivers  in  grand  order,  not  a  decent- 
sized  fish  has  been  taken  from  the  Ouse.  A  number  of 
anglers  have  tried  the  Cuckmere  at  Berwick,  returning 
home  as  a  rule  with  empty  creels.  With  the  influx  of 
natural  food  fish  appear  satiated.  A  few  visitors  to  the 
Rother  have  taken  roach,  but  no  sizeable  fish.  The  canal 
at  Chichester  has  yielded  a  few  small  bream,  and  the 
heaviest  pike  of  the  week  weighed  but  21b.  A  number  of 
heavy  carp  have  been  seen  below  Hunston  Bridge,  Mr. 
Geo.  Moore,  while  bream  fishing  recently,  hooked  a  heavy 
carp,  which  soon  parted  company.  During  the  mild 
weather  eels  have  been  on  feed. — George  F.  Salter, 

Teme  (indlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
runnicg  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
very  changeable,  and  some  very  heavy  falls  of  rain  have 
been  had  during  the  nights,  followed  by  foggy  mornings, 
which  turned  into  bright  days  and  quite  like  spring,  with 
the  sun  shining.  The  rain  has  made  a  little  difference  to 
the  river,  and  it  has  rose  a  little,  but  will  soon  go  down, 
but  it  is  suitable  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing,  and  if  we 
get  no  more  rain  it  should  be  in  capital  order  for  grayling 
fishing  next  week.  The  grayling  have  been  on  the  feed, 
and  have  been  taking  maggot  and  grasshopper.  A  few 
rods  have  been  out,  and  have  used  Red  Tag,  Red  Palmer, 
Willow,  Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Silver  Twist 
Willow,  and  Iron  Blue.  Bottom  fishers  have  used  paste 
and  worm.  Pike  fishing  has  been  a  little  better,  and  the 
prospects  for  sport  are  good.  Salmon  have  been  seen 
passing  upstream  for  the  spawning  beds  of  late,  but  they 
want  more  water  to  get  up  quickly.  Their  appearance  has 
raised  the  question  again  of  their  destroying  trout  spawn 
whilst  up  the  river.  On  Saturday  and  Monday  some  nice 
grayling  were  landed  with  the  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear,  but  have  risen  a  little. 
Fishing  in  them  quiet. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  in  fairly  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear,  but  has 
risen  a  little  owing  to  the  heavy  falls  of  rain  had  during  the 
night  at  the  beginning  of  the  week.  The  foggy  mornings 
have  been  suitable  for  grayling,  and  with  a  little  frost  tbe 
fish  should  be  well  on  the  feed.  The  days  have  turned  out 
like  spring,  and  the  grayling  have  been  rising  at  the  fly. 
Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used  Red  Tag, 
Willow,  Hare's  Ear,  Green  Insect,  and  Whirling  Blue, 
and  a  few  fish  landed.  With  fine  weather  there  should  be 
good  sport  in  this  part.— Worcbsibr. 


Wimbledon  Lake. — Jack  fishing  is  improving.  Mr. 
Romer,  one  jick,  31o.  3oz. ;  a  French  gentleman,  three 
jack,  51h..  3ib.,  2Jlb  ,  and  one  perch  ;  Mr.  Thompson,  one 
j'ck,  7|lb.,  and  three  perch  with  minnows,  wfi^ht, 
31b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  Jackson,  five  jack,  221b.,  and  one  eel,  2ilb., 
took  live  dace.  .Tacking,  28.  61.  per  dav  ;  Is.  per  rod 
bottom  fishing.  Gate  opens  at  7  a.m.  Wimbledon  Park 
Station. — A.  Newham. 

WHiiam,  Ac.  (lMld>LlucolB<>hlTa).— There  is  not 
much  dning  on  the  drains  about  Boston  at  tbe  present 
time.  The  Mount  Pleasant  drain  has  had  the  most 
patronage.  A  few  pike  have  come  to  hand  by  live-h»it 
fishing,  but  these  have  mostly  been  small.  Now  the 
waters  are  bpooming  discoloured  worms  ara  becoming 
popular,  particularly  about  Cowbridge.  Some  deo'>nt 
roach  takes  are  reported  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Grand  Sluice, !one  angler  with  bread  paste  getting  over  two 
stones.  The  waters  about  Stixwold  have  fished  wall,  and 
so  have  those  abi^ut  B  irdney,  where  the  dew  worm  has 
been  sncoeesful.  Pike  fishing  has  bean  somewhat  slow  on 
the  river,  whilst  from  the  tributaries  there  is  nothing  very 
special  to  record.  On  the  Bain,  which  is  one  of  tbe  best 
for  winter  fishing,  there  baa  been  little  done,  whilst  f rom_ 
the  Sincil  Dyke  a  few  good  roach  have  come  to  hand  by 
stretting  the  linn,  worms  being  the  bait  — Lnci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
were  in  fair  order  for  the  fly  up  to  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  several  gentlemen  were  out.  Although  the  water  was 
tolerably  clear,  there  was  too  much  of  it,  the  streams 
beicg  too  heavy  for  the  fish  to  feed  in,  consequently  only 
one  or  two  fish  were  taken.  Several  season  and  day  ticket 
holders  have  been  out  on  the  Darlejdale  water  bottom 
fishing,  one  or  two  brace  being  the  best  baskets  obtained, 
Mr.  Buxton  on  Tuesday,  in  beautiful  weather,  fishing 
from  Rowsley  down  to  Darley,  ia  a  good  fisherman, 
but  returned  with  a  light  creel.  The  weather  is  still 
unsettled,  heavy  rains  to-day  (Wednesday)  and  high  winds. 
A  few  sharp  frosts  would  improve  the  fishing  very  much. 
Useful  flies:  Needle  Fly,  Cooper's  Fancy  (dark  shade). 
Furnace  Hackle,  and  Red  Tag.— Dotterel. 

Yora,  Swa  e.  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorkshire). — The  weather  has  been  an  unpleasant 
mixture  made  up  of  a  few  hours'  white  frost,  days  of  fog, 
or  rain,  with  a  north-east  wind  generally  thrown  in. 
Needless  to  say,  this  has  been  against  angling.  Few  rods 
have  been  out  up  Wensleydale,  and  Messrs  Wray,  Dixon, 
Bacon,  and  others  who  have  been  out  in  Yore  have  only 
succeeded  in  catching  a  brace  or  two  of  grayling.  Roach 
have  been  feeding  well  one  or  two  days.  I  saw  a  fine  lot, 
caught  with  the  little  red  worm,  on  Tuesday.  Caley, 
the  well-known  North  Country  jockey,  had  nice  sport  virith 
these  fish  at  Middleham  yesterday.  No  fish  are  _  so 
susceptible  to  atmospheric  changes  as  grayling.  Knowing 
this,  I  have  been  turning  my  attention  to  pike  fishing, 
and  with  very  fair  success  considering  the  unsettled  water. 
I  use  a  stron  gsalmon  gut  piternoster,  with  the  hook-link 
8ft.  ifrom  the  lead,  for  the  pike  are  now  in  deep  holes. 
None  of  the  fish  I  or  Ccllinson  have  caught  have  run  big, 
but  Yoredale  pike  of  61b.  or  71b.  which  take  toll  on  trout 
and  grayling  are  worth  catching,  and  from  a  culinary 
point  of  view,  as  different  from  chalk  is  to  good 
Wensleydale  cheese  as  an  article  of  diet  in  com- 
parison to  fish  cauijht  in  muddy  rivers  or  lakes. 
When  the  Yore  is  down  to  its  normal  level,  and  the 
water  is  running  as  clear  as  crystal  through  i's  lime- 
stone bed,  it  is  quite  as  essential  to  use  fine  caci?le  t  tr  pike 
as  gossamer  casts  for  trout.  At  Cover  Bridge,  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Durham,  has  had  a  few  days  graylicg  fishing,  but  he 
has  caught  but  few  fish.  Trout  he  could  cdtch  g  ilore,  bat 
the  grayling  beat  him.  I  hear  Dr.  Abbot  has  done  next  to 
nothing  in  the  Tanfield  Club  waters.  My  Swaledale 
correspondent  says  :  "  Anglers  have  had  a  sorry  time  of 
it  during  the  past  week,  as  all  the  streams  ia  North-East 
Yorkshire  have  been,  to  use  a  racing  simile,  '  entirely  out 
of  condition.'  A  few  rods  have  been  out,  but  they  have 
not  done  anything  worth  recording.  The  Wiake  has 
even  been  too  thick  for  pike  fishing,  while  the  Swale 
has  been  nearly  of  the  consistency  of  psa  soup  all  the  week. 
A  party  of  Stockton  Waltonians  visited  the  Swale  on  Satur- 
day, but  only  one  of  them  caught  any  fish  at  all ;  and  only 
poor  reports  come  to  hand  from  Grimsoir,  Topcliffe,  &a., 
all  the  catches  being  meagre.  At  Catterick  a  member  of 
the  Darlington  Silver  Trout  Association  had  fair  sport  on 
Saturday.  He  had  five  brace  of  grayling  in  prime  condition 
in  his  pannier;  they  were  taken  with  small  cockspur 
worm.  The  Wharfe  got  into  fair  trim  last  week,  and 
during  the  mild  weather  that  then  prevailed  a  few  anglers 
were  out  in  the  Appletreewick  district,  but  grajliag  have 
not  risen  at  all  well  at  the  fly.  The  best  basket  I  hive 
heard  of  is  one  of  nine  fi«h,  all  being  caught  with  the  little 
cockspur  worm  fished  on  a  No.  9  crank  shink  sneck  hook. 
Lower  down  the  diatricts  of  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and 
Addingham,  sport  has  not  been  at  all  good  amongst  the 
grayling  ;  the  same  remark  may  apply  between  Ilkley  and 
Harewood  Bridge.  At  Colling&am  Bridge,  Wetherby, 
Tadcaster,  Messrs.  Parkinson  and  Hurst  secured  six  brace 
of  nice  grayling,  the  best  bait  being  maggot.  On  Monday, 
at  Boston  Spa,  Mr.  Gill  had  good  sport  among  the 
grayling,  his  basket  containing  about  three  brace,  averaging 
about  Jib.  Pike  fishing  has  been  good  on  the  Pocklington 
Canal,  a  portion  cf  which  is  rented  by  the  York  Angling  Asso- 
ciation ;  lower  down  one  angler  secured  seventeen  fish,  the 
largf  st  weighing  61b.  Mr.  J.  Grassham  had  good  sport 
amongst  the  pike  in  the  Melbourne  level  of  the  cinal,  secur- 
ing twenty-nine  fish,  the  test  fish  just  weighing  lUb.  The 
Ouse  was  visited  by  eight  members  of  the  Wrens  Angling 
Club  (Leeds)  last  week-end,  the  first  prize  falling  to  Mr. 
Kelly  ;  second,  Mr.  Gunnee  ;  third,  Mr.  Cleminson ; 
sport  being  only  moderate.  Mr.  Gunnee  laat  week  had 
some  sport  amongst  the  roach,  fishing  two  days  in  the 
district  of  Ancaster ;  his  total^catch  was  over  301b.  of  nice 
fish,  all  caught  with  the  maggot.  Moderate  catches  have 
him  made  at  Bishopthgrpe,  Fnlford,  and  Liston.  At 
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Boroughbridge  a  few  pike  have  been  ijot  by  the 
Leeds  and  Harrogate  anglers.  On  Monday,  Mr. 
T.  Foxoroft  captured  a  nice  fed  fidh.  A  few 
perch  have  been  taken  by  the  live  minnow  fished  on 
a  p  ternoster.  The  York  Leemaa  Road  Working  Men's 
Acgliog  Club  held  their  aunnal  dinner  on  Satu' d  ly  at  the 
Jubilee  Hotel.  Mr.  Williim  Powell  presid  d.  After 
several  fongs  and  toasts  were  given,  Mr  Buckley  gave  a 
short  8CC  unt  of  the  club's  oireer.  Their  membership  has 
reached  nearly  six  y,  aLd  there  is  a  good  prospect  for  the 
coming  season.  There  were  two  matches  and  sweepstakes 
last  season  for  £24  and  special  prizes.  The  following 
gentlemen  kindly  contributed  towards  the  evening's  enjoy- 
ment :  Me=8rs.  J.  A.  Wilson,  O.  S.  Wake.  J.  Stephenson,  G. 
Cundal,  W.  Powell,  O.  Dixon,  Taylor,  and  J.  Eastwood. 
At  a  spetial  meeting  of  the  City  of  York  Angling 
Society  at  headquarters  on  Monday  evening,  two 
members,  viz  .  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  and  Mr.  John 
Atkinson,  exhibited  the  best  bag  of  pike  ever  put  on  the 
club's  table.  They  had  nine  fish,  the  largest  a  beautiful 
specimen  soaliog  161b.,  the  least  weighing  41b.  Sport 
at  Hornsea,  famous  for  its  large  pike,  has  been  very  poor 
^BO  far  this  season  if  I  except  one  day.  The  water  is  sadly 
out  of  condition.  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Oldham,  visited  the 
Mere  last  Friday,  but  could  only  capture  small  jack, 
chiefly  under  the  26in.  limit,  which,  of  course,  had  to  be 
returned  to  the  water.  Talking  of  pike,  I  have  received 
from  Messrs.  Cooper  the  two  Irish  pike  I  sent  them  to  set 
up  some  time  ago.  They  are  splendidly  done.  The 
largest,  421b.  weight,  will  take  some  beating,  but  several 
of  my  Iiiah  friends  say  they  are  confident  they  will  be  able 
to  send  me  a  601b.  or  a  701b.  monster  !  All  I  can  say  is — 
send  it  on  quick.  As  to  next  week's  prospects,  much  will 
depend  on  the  weather.  It  is  wretched  to-day,  a  fearfully 
cold  north-east  wind  with  raio  prevailing.  Under  anything 
like  favourable  conditions.  Miller's  Dark  Needle  Brown, 
Miller's  Bed  Tag,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Fog  Black,  Golden 
Crow,  and  Pale  Silver  Dun  will  kill  grayling.  If  they  fail 
the  oockspur  worm  or  the  gentle  may  be  tried  with  success, 
also  for  roach,  dace,  &o.  For  pike,  nothint;  can  beat 
preserved  eprats  or  daoe  for  spinning. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglerj'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS, 
fioath  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have  been 
in  the  beet  of  order  for  salmon  spawning  since  the  rod 
fishing  season  closed  in  this  district,  and  the  fish  have 
been  observed  taking  to  the  breeding  grounds  freely 
within  the  past  few  day?.  The  continual  floods  daring 
the  late  autumn  has  apparently  allowed  a  fair  head  of  fish 
to  ascend  to  the  higher  reaches,  and  gravid  fish  are  now 
on  the  redds,  where  they  have  not  been  seen  for  many 
years  in  the  Solway  rivers.  The  late  running  fish,  how- 
ever, will  not  be  on  the  beds  for  two  or  three  weeks  to  come. 
If  extra  precaution  is  taken  by  water  bailiffs,  policemen, 
and  gamekeepers  to  proteot  the  spawnerg,  a  good  account 
should  be  the  result  of  the  spawning  season.  It  has  been 
alleged  that  in  the  smaller  streams  breeding  fish  are 
poached  in  the  winter  months  and  silted  down  for  spring 
consumption.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  there  is  as 
much  salmon  poaching  ai  there  used  to  be  in  this  pirt  of 
the  conntiy.  The  recent  decision  in  the  House  of  Lords 
against  the  whammel,  or  drift-nets,  in  the  Tay,  is  an 
engrossing  subject  at  present  in  the  South  of  Scotland, 
because  the  Solway  dtif  t-nets  are  precisely  the  same  as 
those  in  the  Tay,  and  fished  in  exactly  the  eame  way.  If 
these  engines  are  pronounced  to  be  an  illegal  net  in  one 
part  of  the  country,  it  stands  to  reason  that  they  must  be 
illegal  in  the  Solway,  too.  The  Solway  fishermen  have 
received  their  licences  to  fish  with  these  nets  from  the 
Eden  Conservancy  Fishery  Board.  It  is  believed  that  the 
Carlisle  Board  will  not  attempt  to  issue  these,  licences,  as 
in  former  years,  after  the  decision  that  has  now  been  given 
by  the  Supreme  Court.  Any  attempted  drift-netting  in 
the  Solway  during  the  coming  spring  will  be  the  subject  of 
a  law-suit.  The  abolishing  of  this  mode  of  salmon 
capture  in  the  estuary  of  the  Solway  will  undoubtedly 
improve  the  ealmon  fishing  in  the  rivers,  and  help  to 
restore  the  firth  to  its  former  productiveness.  A  longer 
weekly  close  time,  however,  is  also  neceseary  and  urgently 
needed  in  this  district.  As  the  law  stands  at  present  the 
fish  have  not  time  to  escape  the  multitude  of  nets  spread 
over  the  firth. — Heatherbell, 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — Another  flood  has  swept  down  the  tributaries, 
and  the  first  salmon  have  ascended  the  small  streams, 
where  they  will  soon  begin  spawning  operations  should  any 
get  remaining  long  enough  to  get  on  the  tedding  beds.  It 
is  on  the  small  tributaries  that  the  flax  mills  are  built, 
there  being  one  on  almost  every  mile,  each  of  which  is  a 
death  trap  for  salmon.  When  these  mills  are  stopped  at 
the  breakfast  and  dinner  hours,  if  the  river  is  in  flood,  the 
fish  are  found  congregated  under  the  water  wheel  with  not 
as  much  water  as  would  cover  them.  The  owners  and 
operatives  have  then  no  trouble,  lifting  them  out  at  first 
convenience.  There  are  more  salmon  annually  destroyed 
at  these  mills  than_  would  betaken  on  the  whole  fishery 
with  rod  and  line  in  twenty  years.  The  Inspectors  of 
Irifh  Fisheries  held  a  sworn  inquiry  at  Coleraine  in  June, 
1896.  to  see  if  anglirg  for  salmon  and  trout  in  the  month 
of  October  was  injanous  to  the  fishery.  After  giving  the 
evidecc9  due  consideration  they  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  angling  should  cease  on  the  lower  Bann  and  all  its 
tributaries  on  Sept.  30.  After  the  bye-law  has  now  been 
in  operation  for  four  years  the  fishery  is  getting  from  bad 
to  worse.  I  have  been  informed  that  they  are  about  to 
hold  another  iaquiry  to  see  if  they  can  allow  the  angling 
season  to  remain  open  till  Oct.  31  as  formerly.— Daniel 
O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Nothing  but  rain.  The 
rivers  are  bank  full  again  throughout  Antrim  and  Down. 
The  continuous  push  of  water  is  against  spawning  opera- 


tions, as  salmon  and  lake  trout  cannot  settle  down  on  the 
redds  of  the  river  to  deposit  their  ova.  The  runs  of  lake 
trout  from  Lough  Neagh  to  the  Glenavy,  Maine,  Sixmile, 
&o.,  are  very  large— though  few  will  ever  return  again. 
In  all  the  smaller  streams  and  flooded  meadows  great 
numbers  of  these  fine  fish  are  killed  weekly  by  poachers. 
The  police  do  not  trouble  much  unless  in  very  fl  tgrant 
cases.  Coarse  fishing  is  impossible  in  the  present  fljoded 
state  of  the  lakes  and  canals. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers.— From  all  quarters  good  aooounta 
have  come  to  hand  regarding  the  state  of  the  different 
waters,  and  also  as  to  the  large  numbers  of  fish  up  on  the 
spawning  grounds.  A  most  suooessful  spawning  season 
may  now  be  looked  upon  as  certain,  and  good  results 
should  evidenced  in  next  season's  angling,  which  opens  at 
the  usual  times  in  the  different  districts. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Neajfh. — The  pollen  spawnirg  season  is  now 
in  full  swing.  About  the  middle  of  November  these 
curious  and  little  known  fish  congregate  in  shoals  and 
spawn  amongst  the  rocks  and  shallows  of  the  lough.  They 
recuperate  very  quickly,  as  they  are  usually  in  good  con- 
dition for  the  opening  day,  Feb.  1.  Trammel  netting  for 
pike,  bream,  and  perch  has  been  poor  lately,  owing  to  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  weather.  The  runs  of  salmon 
through  the  lough  to  the  rivers  have  been  very  large  since 
the  beginning  of  last  month. — J.  A.  B. 

Tyrone  Bivers.— The  Mourne  and  all  its  miny 
tributaries  are  high  in  flood.  The  numbers  of  ascending 
fish  have  fallen  off,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  number  up  is  in 
excess  of  the  average  at  this  time  of  the  year.  But,  as 
already  said,  the  heavy  down  rush  of  water  is  very  bad  for 
the  spawning  beds,  some  of  which  have  been  shifted  or 
washed  away  by  the  torrents.  The  lower  reaches  of  the 
Blackwater  are  not  sufliciently  watched,  and  many  salmon 
and  trout  have  been  taken  by  poachers  whilst  on  their  way 
to  the  redds.  Salmon  in  fair  numbers  are  running  up  the 
Ballinderry  and  the  Moyola. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— The  weather  being  favour- 
able, spawning  is  going  on  under  very  favourable  conditions, 
and  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  poaching  has  been 
unheard  of  so  far.  The  greater  number  of  the  brown 
trout  have  already  spawned,  but  spawning  should  not  be 
over,  as  far  as  salmon  or  sea  trout  are  concernsd,  before 
Jan.  7,  or  so.  Things  continue  to  go  on  very  satis- 
factorily at  the  hatchery  here. — T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday 
Dec.  7 :  » 


Scarborough 

Yarmouth  .... 
Lowestoft 


Aldebnrgh  ......... 

Harwich   


Bumham-on-  > 
Oronchj 

Sonthend,  Sheer.) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-') 
stairs,  £  Bams-V- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastings  . 


Eastboam*  oad) 
Brighton.  ) 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 

Southwick  f 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayltag  Island) 

Plymouth   


Sat. 

Sun. 

Hon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m 

11.  0 
p.m 
11.32 

a.m. 

p.m. 
0.  5 

a.m. 

0.  47 
p.m. 

1.  7 

a.m. 
1.37 
pm. 
2.  6 

a.m. 

2.34 
p.m. 
3.  1 

a.m. 

3.28 
p.m. 

3.63 

a.m. 
4.16 
p.m. 
4.2!1 

3.25 
3.58 

4.30 
5.  2 

6.34 
6.  6 

6.35 
7.  3 

7.29 
7.54 

8  20 
8.46 

9.12 
9.37 

4.  7 
4.40 

5.12 
5.44 

6.16 
6.47 

7.17 
7.45 

8.11 

8,36 

9.  2 
9.28 

9.64 
10.20 

4.6-5 
5  28 

6.  0 
C.32 

7.  4 
7.35 

8.  6 
8.33 

8.58 
9.24 

9.50 
10.15 

10.42 
11.  7 

6.  6 
6  42 

7.20 
7.5C 

8.28 
S.59 

9.30 
10.  0 

10.27 
10.53 

11.19 
11.45 

0.10 

6. IS 

6.53 

7.31 
8.  7 

8.39 
9.  0 

9.41 
10.11 

10.38 
11.  4 

11.20 
11.56 

0.21 

7.  3 
7.39 

8.16 
8  52 

9.26 
9.58 

10.28 
10.50 

11.22 
11.48 

0.14 

0.  39 

1.  3 

6.  C 
e.42 

7.19 
7.55 

8.29 
9.  1 

9.31 

9.59 

10  25 
10.51 

11.17 
11.42 

0.  3 

5.17 
5.49 

6.23 
6.57 

7.31 
8.  3 

8.33 
9.  1 

9.29 
9.56 

10.23 
10.51 

11.18 
11.43 

5.  0 
5.31 

6.  5 
6.40 

7.14 
7.45 

8.15 
8.44 

9.12 
9.46 

10.  8 
10.35 

11.  1 

11.28 

6.27 
5.58 

6.32 
7.  7 

7.41 
8  12 

8.42 
9.11 

9.39 
10.  7 

10.35 
11.  2 

11  28 
11.54 

5.35 
6.14 

6.64 
7.33 

8.  8 
8.39 

9.  7 
9.32 

9.57 
10.21 

10  46 
11.11 

11.35 
11.58 

5.45 
6.16 

6.  .50 
7.26 

7.69 
8,30 

9.  0 
9.29 

9.67 
10.25 

10.52 
11.20 

11.46 

5  54 
6.29 

7.  6 
7.40 

8.14 
8.47 

9.19 
9.47 

10  13 
10.39 

11.  4 
11.29 

11.64 

0.20 

0.67 
1.34 

2.  9 
2.42 

3.16 
3.46 

4.16 
4.42 

6.  9 
5.36 

6.  1 
6.26 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
By  Telegraph.— Friday,  Nov.  30. 

Margate. — N.E. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate. — N.E.  J  smooth. 
Deal. — N. ;  moderate. 
Dover.— N.E. ;  smooth;  light. 
Hastings.— N.N. W. ;  smooth. 

Ballinskellig's. — On  three  days  that  were  favourable 
good  sport  was  hud  at  whiting,  gurnard,  and  pollack.  At 
time  of  writing  the  weather,  though  very  showery,  is  calm 
and  fair.  Sport  is  being  had  at  various  fish,  bat  only  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out.  The  prospects  for  the  next 
few  days  are  considerably  improved,  as  the  weather  at 
time  of  writing  is  assuming  a  very  favourable  aspect. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — On  a  couple  of  days  when  the  condi- 
tions were  favourable  good  sport  was  had  at  whiting  and 


pollack  ;  but  during  the  last  few  days  no  anglers  went  out, 
as  the  weather  was  very  wild  and  wet.  At  time  of  writing, 
however,  the  weather  ia  improving,  and  the  prospec's  are 
better  for  the  next  few  days.  It  is  hard,  however,  to  trust 
the  weather  here,  as  it  often  changos  very  suddenly, 
espeoiallv  at  this  time  of  the  year  — T.  J.  D. 

Bumham-on-Cronoh.  —  From  fifteen  to  twenty 
anglers  were  down  on  Nov.  25,  but  they  met  with  very 
poor  sport,  as  the  water  was  very  thick  and  the  tide  not 
suitable  for  the  rodsters.  Several  complained  greatly  with 
the  report  signed  W.  Teaoham  which  stated  that  from 
Nov.  25  the  tides  would  be  good,  so  that  when  they 
arrived  here  by  the  first  train  they  found  the  tides  flowing 
vry  strongly  and  not  at  all  suitable  for  them.  But 
Messrs.  F.  A.  Tow  and  W.  Bush,  who  came  down  on 
Saturday  and  were  out  early  next  morning,  had  good  sport 
with  the  dabs  and  whiting.  They  retained  seventy  good 
fish,  and  the  smaller  ones  were  returned  to  the  water.  On 
Monday,  W.  Hawes,  jun.,  piloted  a  lady  and  gentleman 
so  well  that  in  a  short  time  they  caught  a  score  of  the 
finest  dabs  and  about  one  and  a  half  score  of  whiting  that 
has  been  taken  this  season.  On  'Tuesday  morning  I  saw 
Mr.  Cox,  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  and  his  daughter  moored 
ahreast_  of  the  quay,  and  he  appeared  to  be  having  good 
sport  with  the  whiting,  as  several  good  fish  were  hauled 
into  the  boat  whilst  I  was  looking  on,  but  unfortunately  I 
had  to  leave  before  they  came  ashore,  and  did  not  hear 
their  total  catch.  From  this  morning  (Wednesday)  up  to 
Monday  next  good  sport  can  be  had  if  you  have  the  end  of 
the  ebb  and  the  young  flood  tides. — J.  Weight. 

Castletown  (oo.  Cork).— During  the  favourable 
inter »rals  in  the  weather  good  sport  was  hid  last  week.  At 
time  of  writing  the  weather  is  wild  and  wet,  and  angling 
is  suspended,  though  some  netting  is  carried  on  at  a  few 
sheltered  places.  Mackerel  are  still  around,  though  none 
were  had  by  anglers  recently.  Hake  are  numerous  at 
many  places,  but  have  not  been  on  the  feed  lately.—  ^ 
T.  J.  D.  ^ 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Rare  sport  has  been  experienced 
by  pier  anglers  during  the  last  five  days,  whiting  and 
pouting  being  very  plentiful,  though  ctdling  are  still 
remarkably  scarce.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday  last  over 
twelve  hundred  whitiog  wsre  taken  each  dj,y,  and  our 
Sunday  visitors— Messrs.  Hsndley,  Durlaoher,  Holland, 
and  Barcham —  each  returned  to  town  with  a  good  bag, 
Mr.  Handley  taking  with  him  sixty-two  sizeable  fish. 
Monday  again  witnessed  splendid  sport  throughout  the 
afternoon,  and  over  fifty  rods  and  lines  were  in  evidence. 
Several  fine  dabs  were  included  in  the  diy's  catch,  and 
numbers  of  whiting  exceeding  lib.  in  weight  each,  but 
only  some  half-dozen  codling  were  oaugnt.  Numbers 
gave  way  to  _  size  on  Tuesday,  the  general  run 
of  the  fish  being  very  large.  As  on  the  previous 
day,  the  fishing  patrons  of  the  pier  exceeded  half  a 
hundred,  including  many  well-known  sea  anglers.  A 
south-east  gale  on  Wednesday  morning  put  a  period  to  all 
fishing,  but  in  the  later  hours  of  the  day  Messrs.  Payton, 
Brooks,  Welch,  Bushnell,  Simmons,  Horncastle  and 
several  others  did  fairly  well,  though  the  fish  bit  less 
vigorously  than  on  previous  days.  A  cod  of  18Jlb.  was 
caught  by  Mr.  Orchard  on  Saturday  last  while  fishing  from 
a  boat  off  Walmer.  Mr.  Arnold  of  Kingsdown  hooked  and 
successfully  landed  a  handsome  lobster  of  9Jlb.  on  Monday 
last,  the  absence  of  crnstaeaa  from  its  shell  giving  the  idea 
that  the  creature  was  by  no  means  an  old  one.— J. 
Ric  hardson  (B.S  a. 8.). 

Deal. — Since  the  stoimy  weather  which  prevailed  lately 
the  weather  has  been  good  for  fishing,  both  for  net  and 
line.  On  Nov.  23  boats  brought  in  some  fine  whiting  and 
pout.  Mr.  Melville^  and  friend  came  down  by  midday 
train  and  went  out  in  the  afternoon,  and  returned  in  the 
evening  with  a  nice  basket.  Saturday,  wind  southerly, 
fine ;  water  smooth,  and  fair  takes  were  landed.  Mr. 
Webb  and  friend  put  out  in  the  afternoon,  and  landed  four 
score  thirteen  whiting  and  large  pout  and  one  codling, 
and  lattar  part  of  day  brought  down  several  angling  gentle- 
men. Nov._  25,  good  takes  of  fish  and  weather  like 
anmmer,  being  warm,  and  water  smooth  and  good  con- 
dition. Mr.  Duncan  and  friend,  about  nine  Eoore ;  Mr. 
Symonds  and  two  friends,  about  ten  score ;  Messrs. 
Holbrow  and  Stewart,  over  ten  score  whiting, 
pout,  and  dabs;  Messrs.  Glassington,  Perks,  and 
friend,  fifteen  score  nine  codling  and  cod,  the 
largest  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Cawley  had  a  good  haul  of 
whiting  and  one  cod  of  12lb, ;  Mr.  Vaughan  and 
friend,  over  ten  score  whiting  and  pout.  Monday,  wind 
N.W. ;  light,  with  mist  first  part  of  day ;  later  on  it 
cleared  away,  and  sun  shining  brightly,  and  grand  takes  of 
very  large  whiting,  besides  sprats  and  other  fish.  Tuesday, 
wind  westerly  ;  light,  fine,  and  blue  sky.  Sport  BtUl 
remaining  good.  Wednesday,  wind  8.8. E.,  strong,  and 
rain  too  much  for  boat  fishing.  Mid-day  rain  cleared 
away,  and  wind  lighter,  backing  into  south,  when  Mr, 
Paton  and  his  little  son  Charlie  decided  to  try  pier  fishing, 
and  succeeded  in  lauding  eighteen  whiting  and  one  pout ; 
of  these  Master  Charlie  landed  eight  whiting  and  one  pout. 
Should  the  wind  back  round  to  the  westerly  quarter  again 
we  may  look  for  good  sport. — Edward  Hanger  (Kenwyn, 
North  Parade). 

Fly  month  .—Sea  fishing  has  been  pretty  much  the 
same  this  week  as  last ;  the  weather  has  not  been  quite  so 
cold,  and  the  fish  have  not  been  quite  so  plentiful.  There  has 
been  some  heavy  catches  of  mackerel  and  herrings,  bat  the 
rough  weathfr  has  interfered  with  the  latter  fishing  to  the 
westward.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  include 
coalfish,  hake,  ling,  cod,  haddock,  pouting,  whi\ing,  tub, 
piper,  red  gurnard,  eel,  sprat,  pilchard,  anchovy,  dory, 
mackerel,  atherine  (emelt),  skate.  Homelyn  ray,  sharp- 
nosed  ray,  and  all  shell  fish.  I  was  sorry  I  could  not 
attend  the  paper  given  by  Mr.  Shrubsole  at  Exeter,  but  I 
quite  agree  with  him  that  our  rivers  are  capable  of  being 
turned  to  much  better  account  by  restocking,  watching, 
keeping  clear  of  pollutions,  and  last,  but  not  least,  feeding 
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the  fish.  With  regard  to  pollutions,  I  am  well  within  the 
mirk  when  I  say  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  fish^  are 
killed  annually  in  the  Pcvonsbire  streams  hy  pollution ; 
but  when  we  realise  the  fac;  that  the  light  of  fishing  in 
most  of  the  riverj  is  handed  over  to  the_  Board  of 
Conservators,  we  must  take  care,  in  taking  action 
for  pollutions,  that  we  do  not  interfere  with  the 
mining  or  other  rights  of  the  riparian  owners. 
Still,  I  happen  to  know  that  in  our  own  district  the 
riparian  owners  have  materially  aesiited  the  conservators 
to  prevent  pollutions  from  mines,  even  at  a  loss  to  their 
own  pocket,  and  if  we  can  get  all  to  do  the  same  poUu- 
tions  would  soon  stop.  There  is  another  point  which 
would  greatly  tend  to  increase  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
trout  in  our  streams.  We  have  an  endless  number  of 
back-waters,  mill  streams,  and  leats,  which  contain  an 
enormous  quantity  of  trout ;  if  these  were  systematically 
and  regularly  cleared  out  by  netting,  and  the  fish  placed 
in  the  different  rivers  a  great  deal  of  good  would  be  done. 
Here  again  locally  we  are  in  advance  of  other  parts  of  the 
oounty,  for  the  secretary  of  the  Tavy  and  Plym  Associa- 
tion is  always  on  the  lookout  for  trout  in  these  bye  waters, 
and  some  thousands  have  been  placed  in  the  river  by  him, 
by  the  means  mentioned  above.  As  our  streams  are  for 
the  most  part  very  rapid,  there  is  not  much  chance  for 
natural  food  remaining  in  them,  therefore  the  attention  of 
somebody  should  be  given  to  providing  either  artificial  or 
natural  food  for  all  rivers.  The  question  then  comes,  who 
should  take  this  matter  in  hand  ?  The  conservators,  1  am 
told,  have  no  power  to  do  it  out  of  their  funds,  and  I  am 
afraid  the  subscribers  who  pay  their  £1  a  year  would  not 
take  it  kindly.  The  artificial  hatching  and  reaiin?  seems 
to  me  the  most  feasible  way.  —  William  Heardee 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier). — The  whiting  have  almost 
vanished,  only  a  few  being  caught.  The  codling,  however, 
are  coming  in.  On  Monday  Mr.  Birkett  caught  a  small 
codling  about  2Jlb.,  and  a  few  whiting.  On  Tuesday  Mr. 
Cobboid  cjught  some  very  nice  silver  eels,  the  three 
largest  weighing  close  on  41b.  Large  numbers  of  fine  eels 
have  been  caught  during  the  last  week,  and  some  of  our 
local  anglers  have  told  me  they  do  not  remember  such  a 
fine  lot  of  eels  being  caught  in  so  short  a  time. —  Samuel 
J.  Sankey. 

Vaieutia. — On  favourable!  days  good  sport  has  been 
had  at  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting,  and  in  the  Port- 
magee  direction  many  fine  hake  and  ling  have  been  had. 
The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  more  favourable,  and 
the  outlook  is  good  for  the  next  few  days.  Mackerel  are 
still  around  in  good  numbers,  though  I  have  not  heard 
that  anglers  have  had  any  of  those  fish  recently. 
Haddock  appear  to  be  very  scarce  at  present  around  here. 
— T,  J.  D. 


l^gptts  from  Cltt&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SXX  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Bveuias.  Address  "Editor  Pishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan^  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  "  Club 
Re  POET  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden 
Lane,  Barbican,  E  C. — The  renting  and  preservation  com- 
mittee meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Dec.  3,  at 
8  p  m.— R.  G.  WooDKUFF. 

Angloxs'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union-build- 
ings, Cler  ken  well-road,  E.C. — At  our  meeting  on  Nov.  23 
we  had  five  applications,  and  £26  was  granted.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday, 
Deo.  14,  at  8  30.— R.  Ghuenky. 

Anglers'  Association  (Westeen  Distbict) 
Visiting  L;st.— On  Nov.  27  a  most  eEjoyable  return 
visit  was  paid  to  the  Admiral  Blake  Angling  (Society.  On 
the  roll  call  fifteen  clubs  were  well  represented,  and  their 
A.B.  box  contained  17a.  The  next  visit  was  arranged  to 
go  to  the  Blenheim  A.S.  on  Tuesday,  Dec,  18,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster. — J.  Hareis. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  Disteict).— On  Dec.  4 
the  Wenlock  A.S.,  held  at  the  Rjden  Arms,  New  North- 
road  (near  canal  bridge),  take  their  return  visit,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  master  of  anglers  present. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

ABglosB'  Benevolent  Society.— Richmond  Com- 
petition.— Since  last  report  the  date  of  distribution  is 
fixed  for  Deo.  11,  at  7.30  p.m.,  at  the  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-orescent,  Notting  Hill  Station,  Metropolitan 
Railway,  and  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  from  Tube  Station, 
Notting  Hill  Gate.  Mr,  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  ")  has 
kindly  consented  to  present  the  prizes  and  occupy  the 
chair.  Will  those  who  have  not  yet  sent  me  their  prizes 
please  do  so,  as  we  want  everything  in  order  ?  I  do  hope 
brother  anglers  will  oblige.  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  cash 
ia  nearly  all  in.— Ben  Abrahams  (Hon.  Secretary),  25, 
Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  had 
some  grand  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  20lb.  of  roach ; 
C.  Markworth,  roach  ;  A.  Painter,  chub  ;  A.  Stannard 
and  Rsynolds,  roach;  A.  Pike,  daoe.  Mr.  MoEicbanalso 
won  outstanding  prize  with  bream.  We  also  made  two 
more  workmg  members  last  meeting. — A.  Painter. 

Adm  r'tl  Bla%e  Angling  Society,  Admiral 
Biake,  Ladbroke  Grove,  Notiing  Hill,  N.W.— Our  first 
district  visit  took  place  on  Nov.  26.  Mr.  J.  Harris  (district 
visitor)  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.,  and  Mr.  Woodruff 
for  the  A. A.,  aiter  which,  the  following  assisted  in  the 
harmony :  Messrs.  T.  Conway,  Furness,  Pierce,  Reed, 
Strong,  jun.,  Biguall,  Bates,  &o.  The  members  wish  to 


thank  Mr.  C.  Hardcastle  for  his  presence,  and  prize  for 
Christmas  outing.  The  A.B.  box  contained  178.— C. 
Stkdman. 

Albion    Brothers     Ancling     Society,  Th« 

Frampton  Arms  Well-atreet,  Hackney,  N.E.— On  Nov.  25 
five  more  of  our  Christmas  prizes  were  taken,  viz  ,  by 
Messrs.  Buxton,  llih;  T.  .Tones,  12th;  J.  Jones,  13th; 
C.  Oaborne,  14ch  ;  and  G.  Inkersole,  I5th.  Mr.  Baxton 
showed  bream  and  dace;  Mr.  T.  Jones,  bream,  roach, 
anddacs;  Mr.  J.  Jones,  jack;  Mr.  Osborne,  perch;  and 
Mr.  Inkersole,  perch.  Mr.  H.  Buoyon  also  weighed-in 
some  nice  roach.  At  last  Wednesday's  meeting  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Ramsden,  auditors,  p-esonted  the  report  and 
balance-sheet  for  the  past  quarter,  which  showed  the  club 
to  b«  ia  a  sound  financial  condition,  having  a  balance  in 
hand  and  in  bank  of  £8  ISa.  lOd.  There  are  etill  fourteen 
Christmas  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  as_  no  doubt  the 
water  will  be  a  better  colour  on  Dec.  2  than  it  has  been  for 
some  time  past,  we  exppct  to  see  this  number  considerably 
reduced. — Alf.  Fbnton. 

AUaaon  United  uxofkais  Angling  Sooia'Sy, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  TJibridge-strent,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  silver  cup  was  won  by  H.  Smith ;  Ben  Abrahams 
second.  The  Christmas  match  is  fixed  for  Dec.  2  ;  roving 
(on  the  Thames) ;  two  rods  allowed  ;  jack  and  eels  barred. 
No  live-bait  for  perch  to  be  taken.  All  to  leave  on  Dec.  2  ; 
any  train  after  8  a.m.,  not  midnight  Deo.  1.  The  com- 
mittee decided  several  oases  where  notices  were  simply 
ignored.  There  are  plenty  of  prizes  for  our  niatch. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Antfling  Sooiet'?.  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fieldi.— On  Nov.  25  Mr.  Drew 
was  the  only  member  to  weigh-in,  saving  the  club  from  a 
blank.  On  Dec.  9  we  fishfor  a  prize  given  by  Mr.  Sheldon. 
Piaca  and  conditions  to  be  decided  next  meeting. — J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — Good  meeting  last  Wednesday. 
Nov.  25,  Mr.  Field  weighed-in  a  good  take  of  roach. 
Members  please  note  quarterly  night,  Deo.  12. — 
G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  Nov.  25  we  fished 
our  match  at  Chertsey,  when  all  the  prizes  were  won  as 
follows :  Mr.  Jarrold,  first,  with  roach ;  Mr.  Cnoper, 
sftoond  ;  Mr.  G.  Rich,  third.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  A. 
Knight  weighed-in  a  fine  shosv  of  roach.  Our  Christmas 
outing  will  take  place  at  Egham  on  Deo.  9.  Conditions 
to  follow. — J.  B. 

Amicable  Waltoni  ns  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Nov.  25  the  majwity  of  members  attended  the  monthly 
outing  for  five  prizes  at  Henley,  but  poor  sport  was  met 
with.  The  following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Nuna,  ten  roach, 
first;  Mr.  Millen,  roach,  second  ;  Mr.  Lambert,  roach  and 
daoe,  third  ;  Mr.  Pryett  and  Brealsfortfi  also  had  fish, 
but  not  enough  to  take  a  prize.  The  two  remaining 
prizes  will  be  fished  off  on  Dec.  2.  We  go  to  Datchet  for 
Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  2,  when  I  expect  to  sse  a  good 
muster  of  numbers,  there  being  a  good  number  of  prizes 
to  fish  for.  All  members  to  go  by  the  8.15  train  from 
Waterloo,  and  return  by  the  5  5  from  Datchet. — A. 
Cripps. 

v&nchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— The  pike  competition  on 
Nov.  25  was  well  attended,  but  not  with  very  successful 
results,  Mr.  Martin  being  the  only  member  that  weighed 
fish— a  small  jack.  At  Wednesday's  meeting,  Mr.  H. 
Hamilton  chairman,  programme  for  A.B.S.  concert  on 
Dec.  10  submitted  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  also 
additional  prizes  received  for  Cbristmas  outing  on  the 
16th.  Lapsed  prize  outing  on  Dec.  2  for  three  prizes.— 
W. 

HRttcrsea  PslenSIy  Aisgling  «3oolP*y,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  8.W.— On  Nov.  26  Mr.  R. 
Dring  weighed-in  131b.  of  fine  loach ;  Mr.  S.  Aplin, 
61b.  14oz.  of  jack.  The  second  competition  for  the  Selvis 
Cup  will  be  fished  for  at  Cookham  on  Dec.  2,  same  con- 
ditions ;  train  leaves  at  8  40,  cease  fishing  at  4  30.  Our 
Christmas  outing  will  take  place  at  Windsor  on  Dec.  9, 
from  Eton  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall,  bank  only  ;  train  leaves 
at  8.27,  return  by  the  five  o'clock  train.— A.  Dejonge. 

Bsrmondaey  Brothers  Angllng^  aosiav/  Woo'- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— Messrs.  J.  Smith,  J.  Wegley, 
and  Spider  were  the  only  members  to  weigh-in  on  Nov.  25 
— total,  17ib.  roach.  The  membars  will  fish  competitions 
for  the  December  series  of  prizes  on  the  9;h ;  and  the 
annual  Christmas  outing  and  special  Christmas  prizes  on 
the  16bh,  place  and  conditions  in  both  cases  to  be  decided 
at  the  meetings  previous.  On  Wednesday,  Nov.  23,  Mr. 
J.  Smith  weigtied-ia  a  capital  show  of  roach,  25Jlb. ;  and 
host  Shepherd,  121b.  roach  and  chub.— Alf.  Conn. 

Blacbfriars  Angling  Society,  impenaJ  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  8.B. — Several  members  oat  on  Nov.  25, 
Messrs.  Jones,  StUlman,  Howard,  and  Foster  all  having 
nice  takes  of  fish.  Our  Christmas  prize  outing  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  16.  Will  all  members  turn  up  next  Wednes- 
day to  decide  place  and  time  ?  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouee  had  a 
nice  take  of  roach  and  jack  on  Nov.  25.  We  had  over 
501b.  of  fish  displayed  on  the  table  on  Nov.  25.— J. 

Bloomsbnry  Srothess  Angling  Society,  Windsor 

Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Nov.  25,  Mr.  J. 
Roach  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  51b.  yoz.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Taylor,  chub  and  roach,  21b.  3ioz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Drew,  roach. 
Our  Christmas  outing  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  Dec.  9  at 
Windsor — T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle.— On  Nov.  22  Mr.  J.  Pennington 
took  seven  dace  from  the  Dee,  scaling  41b.  3jz.  (largest 
lOoz.  12dr.),  a  very  fine  lot.  On  the  same  day  Messrs. 
Gilmore,  Grundy,  and  Brabiu  landed  from  a  Shropshire 
mere  801b,  of  jwk,  the  largest  (41b.  6oz.)  being  taken  by 


Mr.  Brabin.  The  annual  dinner  takei  place  on  Deo.  12, 
at  the  clubroom ;  tickets  can  be  obtained  from  the  hon. 
secretary  ;  diuner  on  table  6  30  p  m.  piompt,  and  a  grand 
time  ij  promised  to  all  — Rudd. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborongh-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— We  fished  the  Walham 
(ireen  AS  for  a  suppur  at  Bourne  Eud  on  Nov.  25.  We 
had  a  splendid  day— qoi  ;e  like  summer.  I  am  obliaed  to 
admit  that  we  were  defeated,  our  opponents  weighing-in 
lOlb.  Oaz.,  and  we  only  Gib.  3az  Thirty  of  us  sat  down 
to  a  supper  at  the  Red  Lion,  Mr.  Proctor  furnishing  a 
cdpital  repast.  With  reference  to  our  notice  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  and  which  mentioned 
that  the  members  bad  been  uncomfortable,  and  seemed  to 
imply  th<it  our  worthy  host  (Mr.  Cowpir)  had  in  some 
way  rendered  us  uncomforlable,  this  is  quite  a  mistake. 
Mr.  Cowper  has  been  a  member  of  the  Brompton  for 
thirteen  years,  and  has  done  ns  yeoman  service,  and 
commands  the  respect  of  the  antira  club,  and  even  if  the 
club  removes  (ivhich  is  not  finally  settled)  Mr.  Cowper 
will  still  be  a  member,  and  none  will  be  more  pleased  to 
see  him  amongst  us  than — C.  Ashby. 

BrunawioJE  Brothert  Angling  Society.  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow  — Mr._  J.  Rudd 
and  Mr.  G.  Oakes  weighed-in  roach  on  Nov.  25,  but  not 
enough  to  secure  a  prize.  Mr.  B.  Biesell  also  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace.  Members  please  notice  we  tfo  to  Hatfield 
Peverel  again  for  Christmas  priz=s  on  Dec.  2  ;  usual  con- 
ditions; first  train  on  the  morning.  Oar  prefident,  Mr. 
J.  Powles  West,  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Chub  and  Chub 
Fishing"  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  11,  I  should  like  to  see  as 
many  members  and  friends  as  can  possibly  attend  on  that 
occasion. — A.  Robertson. 

Burlington  Anglers,  The  Burlington,  Westboume 
Park, — Owing  to  the  inclement  weather  members  have  not 
baen  out.  The  next  general  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  at  9  p.m.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

CamtalfiiUg*  TBS.ea,%::  .SroSr:---  -<ij.^M:.g  3031«»y, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath,— We  start  fishing  our  Christmas  outing  on  Dao.  2, 
at  St.  Margaret's,  from  the  Pied  Bull  stream  to  Banting- 
ford  Railway  Bridge ;  roving.  All  members  entering  are 
requested  to  meet  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  for  the  purpose 
of  signing  on  before  fishing,  and  to  show  fi«h  at  the  same 
house  not  later  than  4  45  in  the  evening.  Start  fishing  at 
9,30  a  m  ,  and  cease  at  4  p.m.  Messrs.  L.  Stephenson 
and  H.  Deverell  will  act  as  stewards.  Don't  forget  the 
Is.  entrance  fee.  On  Nov.  25  Mr.  J.  Baines  wei«hed-in  a 
nic9  jack  of  6.b.  13|oz  ,  also  parch.  Mr.  R.  Hubbard, 
roach;  Mr.  R.  Nursey,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  C.  Hazard, 
roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Everett,  roach ;  Mr.  L  Stephenson, 
roach;  Mr.  Kennett,  daoa ;  and  Mr.  C,  Pyoroft,  dace. 
The  perch  gross  weight  prize  for  November  was  won  by 
Mr.  J.  Baines  with  2lb.  4dz.  A  prize  is  given  for  the 
heaviest  jack  from  the  Forty  Guinea  water  during 
December.— E.  H.  Argent. 

Carlton  Angling  iSociety,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbnurne  Park,  W.— We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
Nov.  25  by  W.  Payers,  roach  ;  C.  Sewell,  roach  and  chub  ; 
P.  Staniford,  roach;  Watson,  roach;  A.  Hardcastle, 
roaoh  and  dace;  and  W.  Hull,  roach.  Oar  Christmas 
outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  2,  at  Richmond,  between 
Mitty's  boat-house  and  end  of  Esl  Pie  Island;  one  red 
only;  no  live-baiting ;  all  fish  to  weigh,  except  jack  ;  all 
members  must  register  their  fish  before  leaving  the  water- 
side. Df  c.  6  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend,  as  the  meet- 
ing will  be  special,  for  alteration  of  rule  as  to  weighing-in 
fish.— W.  B.  F. 

Glftphftm  Janotiofi  Angling  Saolssy.  Tne 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road.  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
The  members  of  this  society  fished  their  ninth  day's 
outing  at  Reading  on  Nov.  25,  when  only  two  members 
were  succesaful :  Ist,  Mr.  A.  Bowater;  2ad,  Mr.  C.  Ball. 
Result  at  present  of  our  Cbriatmas  outing:  Mr.  A. 
Bowater,  l&t ;  C.  Ball,  2Qd;  H.  Peg?,  3rd;  A.  Turner, 
4th ;  and  S.  Lapwood,  5th.  There  are  now  seventeen 
priz9S  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  2  ;  any  wafer.  Oar  tenth 
day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Dec.  16  at  Windsor,  for  six 
prizes ;  roving  (tow-path  only),  from  Eton  Bridge  upwards 
(backwaters  barred).  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.27, 
from  Windsor  five  o'clock.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  An^lxng  «>ooiety,  Alexandra 
Rotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— On  Nov.  25  Messrs. 
Gisbourne  and  McLachlan  weighed  bream  and  roach,  and 
dace  and  roaoh  respectively.  Oar  December  outing  on 
Dec.  2  will  be  fished  at  Palborongh  ;  open,  roving ;  all  fish 
to  weigh  ;  bank  only.  All  to  return  by  5  57  train  from 
Pulborougb,- F.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and '  Distric*  Unit»»d  Vlsiiing 
List.— A  visit  was  paid  to  the  Qaeen'e  Piscatorials  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Gibbons  in  the  chair.  Toe  following  nine 
societies  sent  representatives,  viz  :  Euitoniane,  Amicable 
Waltonians,  Alma,  Camden,  Royal  George,  Qaeen'e 
Piscatorials,  Prince  of  Wales,  Brompton,  and  Blenheim. 
The  next  visit  will  ba  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  A. 8.,  at 
Windsor  Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-roa<l,  on  Monday, 
Dec.  10.— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Criokoters,  North- 
weld-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Nov.  27  we  arranged 
to  fish  the  remainder  of  our  Christmas  prizes  ofT  in  any 
part  of  the  Lea,  the  original  boundary  from  Fish  and  Eela 
to  be  abandoned.  Members  will  please  note  tbat  as  I 
resign  at  Christmas  I  shall  be  compelled  to  enforce  Rule  10, 
There  are  nine  prizes  yet  to  ba  won.— T.  Faulkner. 

Cob  en  Anglin»»  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road.  W.— On  Nov.  24  Messrs.  R.  Andrews  F.  Hannabus, 
and  T.  Twyman  had  a  nice  show  of  flatfish  from  Lsigh- 
on-Sea.  On  Tuesday  laat  Mr.  J.  Turner  presented  the 
society  with  a  splendid  jick  in  case,  for  which  he  was 
heartily  thanked.  Our  third  private  match  takes  place  at 
Taplow  on  Dec.  2  for  thirteen  prizes ;  roving  between 
Boulter's  Lock  and  Horton  Chain  Ferry ;  one  rod ;  jack 


barred  ;ko  down  by  8  43  train  to  Taplow  ;  register  names 
at  Iron  House.  regi,ter  tieh  at  Iron  House  not  later  than 
SIX  o  clock,  and  return  by  8.6  train  from  Taplow  ;  reserved 
carnage  for  Cobden  membsre  only.  Oar  Christmas  outin.^ 
18  faxed  for  Deo.  16  at  Kiohmond  ;  same  conditions  as  last 
year.  liivery  member  attending  Christmas  outing  will 
receive  a  prize  (fish  or  no  fish). — A.  S.  H. 

Colling  wood  Angr  ling  SocieW,"  Lord  Nelson, 
JSielson-square,  Blacktiiars-road,  S.E.— We  postponed 
our  meeting  on  Wednesday  on  account  of  the  sudden  death 
ot  Mrs.  Wiles,  our  good  host's  wife.  I  am  sure  all 
brother  anglers  will  be  one  with  ns  in  condoling  with  Mr 
Wiles  m  his  sad  bereavement.  Will  all  members  attend 
next  week  to  arrange  Christmas  outing  ?—F.  P  Sorge 

Cosy  Angliag  sSooiev  The  Pine  Apple,  Wiifred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— We  have  an  outing  for 
Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  2  from  Kingston  Bridge  to 
J?J"^'°f*°°i^'°k-  f  1  SO  by  the  9.5  train,  cease  fishing  at 
4.dU.    Mr.  F.  K  iss  has  given  a  prize  —J.  White 

Cogent  Gardsn   Piscato  ial   Society,'  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C.— On  Nov.  25  Mr.  Montgomery 
J  S^r^'^T         °^  "^"^  '  ^"^^  Cutbnsh,  roach  and  dace- 
and  Mr.  John  Massey,  roach  and  dace,  a  few  of  the  last 
named  going  well  over  Jib.  each. — W.  M. 

Crown  and  Bnckland  Piscatorials.  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenweil  Green.— On  Nov.  25  J.  Macdonnell 
weighed-m  j  ick  and  roach,  winning  second  prize,  at  Hat 
held  Peverel;  H.  Haines,  roach,  from  other  water  Our 
annual  supper,  to  which  thirty  members  and  friends  sat 
down,  on  Nov.  27,  was  one  of  the  beet  we  ever  had,  and 
great  credit  is  due  to  our  host  and  hostess  who  provided  it. 
That  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  those  present.  After 
the  good  things  had  been  disposed  of .  and  the  tables 
cleared,  a  very  excellent  concert  followed,  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Harry  Wade,  who  brought  some  first- 
class  talent  up,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  passed. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Knight  was  in  the  chair,— G.  H.  Feanklin. 

Ralston  Angling  Society,  Browmow  Arms, 
Krownlow-atreet,  Dalstoa.— On  Nov.  25  a  few  members 
out.  Mr.  A  Morgan  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  chub 
and  perch,  winning  the  remaining  Christmas  prize  •  Mr' 
H.  Poore  had  a  lib.  8oz.  perch.  On  Nov.  27  it  was 
decided  that  the  half-yearly  distribution  cf  prizes  should 
take  place  on  Friday,  Dec.  28.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  4,  and  oblige— S.  Malby 
Ai?^®^?^  Aagiing  society.  The  Apollo, 

AUSaints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.— Most  of  our  members 
have  been  out  on  Nov.  25  and  during  the  week.  The 
following  members  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Lane  roach 
olb.  4dz.  ;  Bradshaw,  roach,  51b.  7oz.;  Z:-rlind,  roach' 
31b.  lloz. ;  Balls-Fletcher,  Barnes  and  Tucker,  a  n^'ce 
show  of  roach,  one  going  lib.  Coz.,  on  the  Thames  — W. 
Jenkins. 

Easj  pnlwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmeraton  Hotel. 
East  Dulwich,  S.E.-On  Nov.  25  several  members  went 
to  Palborough,  and  had  good  sport.  Mr.  A.  Kidd  brought 
home  a  pike  weighing  lOilb. ;  Mr.  J.  Bannister,  a  jack  of 
41b. ;  and  Mr.  A.  J .  Banni»ter,  bream.  Prize  outing  takes 
place  on  Dec.  2  (weather  permitting)  at  Pulborough  — E 
Dyball. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  The  Grasshopper,  Kensing- 
ton  Park-road,  Notting  Hill.  W.— Since  last  report  very 
few  fish  have  been  weighed-in,  although  nearly  all  our 
niembers  have  been  out.  Our  Christmas  outing  takes 
place  on  Dec.  9,  to  Taplow,  when  we  fish  for  a  number  of 
prizes.  Mr.  F.  Meatyard  (our  host)  gives  a  seasonable 
prize  tor  the  best  roach  caught  on  that  occasion.  Next 
Tueaday,  Dec.  4,  will  be  the  end  cf  the  quarter,  and,  as 
there  will  be  a  good  deal  of  business  to  go  into,  will  mem- 
berg  oblige  by  attending  early  ?  — G.  King. 

Forest  Piscatoxial  Society,  Tee  Chequers,  High- 
street,  Walthamstow.— Will  our  friends  please  note  that 
we  have  removed  our  headquarters  from  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  Hoe-street,  to  the  above  address  '— H  Tisley 

OoMea  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton.  Umon-street,  Middlesex  Hospital.  W  —  On 
Nov.  25  Mr.  Coker  weighed-in  jack,  241b.,  largest 
201b.  SJoz.,  length  40iin,,  girth  ISiin.  It  has  gone  to  ba 
set  up.  Mr.  Ellins,  roach.  Don't  forget  the  Christmas 
outing  on  Deo.  9.    Several  good  prizes.— A.  W.  Ellins 

Good  Interna  AnwHine^  ai"Ciety,  The  Crown,  Ohurch- 
gfcreet,  Shoreditch.— Mr.  W.  Erhorn  brought  in  a  grand 
show  of  roach  on  Nov.  25.  Many  of  the  fish  scaled  over 
It  •on',  Thompson  Maybury  also  had  good  eliss  roach  ; 
Mr.  Ball  had  roach  and  jack.  The  members  will  fish  for 
nine  prizes  at  Rje  House  on  Deo.  2  ;  all  start  by  9  8  train 

— R.  MUBPHY. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street.  Harlesden.— The  result  of  match  at  Windsor  on 
Nov  25  was  a  blank.  No  member  succeeded  in  getting 
the  limited  weight  of  fish,  and  sime  will  have  to  be  fished 
over  again  —W.  N.  Dawes 

Hatoham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,  S.B  —On  Nov.  25 
^'^9"  Williams  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from  Walton- 
on-Thames  ;  Mr.  T.  Bailey,  roach,  from  Pangbourne  ;  also 
Mr.  Judd,  roach  from  Pangbourne.  There  are  now  eight 
prizes  remaining  over  of  the  Christmas  prizes,  which  can 
be  tished  for  m  any  public  waters. — W.  Takry. 

Hounslow  and  Islewortk  Piscatorial  Society, 
Pnnce  Regent,  High-street,  Honnslow.— We  have  had 
S3ma  good  takes  of  fish  this  week :  Messrs.  John  Morgan 
and  Brister,  one  day,  with  "  Tich  "  Simmons  at  Isleworth 
nine  dozen  good  dace;  Mr.  W.  F.  Morgan,  a  nice  jack- 
Mr.  Brougham  perch  j  Mr.  Harry  Pavely,  some  good 
roach ;  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Dake,  chub  and  roich.  On  Nov.  28 
two  new  members  were  proposed.- J.  M.  Brougham 

Hoxton  Brothers  Aug ;iiig  Sooiet-.  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.  Shoreditch,  E,— On  Nov  25  our 
outing  to  St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  for  lapsed  prizes,  resulted 
m  their  being  taken  by  the  following  members :  Messrs  J 
Muntlev,  lan..  first,  roach  and  dace  ;  Wiltshire,  second, 
dace;  GiUett,  third,  roach;  and  Harris,  fourth,  perch. 
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On  Tuesday  we  made  a  new  member,  and  we  are  open  to 
take  the  names  of  some  more.  Hon.  members  now  are 
53.  per  year.  Will  the  members  of  the  committee  try  and 
meet  mxt  Tuesday  evening  at  8.30,  to  commence  revising 
tfap  rules  F—E  W.  Bishop. 

Ipswith  Pisoator.al  Ramblers,  The  Lock 
u  iT°.'  r'°^  ~i■  several  meeting  of  the  above  was 
held  at  the  Lock  Tavern  on  Nov.  23,  and  was  largely 
attended,  Capt.  Wing  presiding.  The  rules  as  drawn  up 
by  the  provisional  committee,  were  carefully  considered 
and,  with  some  slight  amendments,  adopted.  Rule  2 
states  that  the  objects  of  the  society  are  the  advance- 
ment of  fair  fishing  in  both  salt  and  fresh  water,  and  the 
promotion  of  friendly  intercourse  amongst  members  and 
triends.  The  election  of  cffioers  in  addition  to  those 
already  appointed  was  proceeded  with.  Messrs.  Edward 
btewart  and  W.  J.  Hawkins  were  appointed  auditors,  and 
on  a  ballot  being  taken  for  committee,  the  following  were 
deokred  elected  :  Messrs.  G.  P.  Price,  C.  F.  Lambert. 
(-T.  W.  C.  Davies,  E.  King,  and  C.  E.  Cotohing.  Several 
new  members  have  been  proposed.— H.  C.  W. 

Islington  Brother*  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms  Oanonbury-road,  N.-The  following  weiahed-in  on 
Nov  2o:  Mr.  Herbert,  roach,  heaviest  lib.  5Aoz.  •  Mr 
Crcksr,  roach  ;  Mr.  Howard,  roaoh  ;  Mr.  Reeve,  roach  • 
Mr.  Urookman.  dace  and  gudgeon  ;  others  wore  out  but 
too  late  to  weigh.  We  met  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  27  Mr 
Reeve  in  the  chair.  So  few  members  present,  no  business 
was  done,  bo  the  general  meeting  was  adjourned  till 
ineeday  next,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present  on 
that  night.- J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaat  Walton  Angiing  Society,  George  the 
i  ourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The  half- 
yearly  distribution  of  special  prizes  took  place  on  Wednes- 
day evening  last ;  to  celebrate  the  event  the  members  had 
a  supper.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  G.  Riches, 
faced  by  Mr.  C.  Hayward.  The  supper,  which  was  served 
lu  a  very  nice  manner  by  our  host  and  hostess  (Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  Caley)  was  much  enjoyed  by  all  present. 
Lbe  president  then  presented  the  prizes  to  the  various 
winners  after  which  a  good  list  was  given  for  competition 
during  the  remaining  half  of  the  seascn.  The  rest  of  the 
evcLing  was  spent  in  harmony,  many  capital  songs  being 
rendered  ;  to  give  full  details  would  occupy  too  much  space. 
Ihe  meeting,  which  was  a  very  pleasant  one.  concluded 
with  a  nearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  and  those  who 
had  helped  to  make  it  a  success.  Some  special  and 
important  business  will  be  placed  before  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next ;  all  members  that  can  attend  please  do 
so. — H.  B. 

''^^T^^^.'^Srling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Kensington.— Since  our  last  report  we  cannot 
record  any  fish  on  our  trays.  Members  were  out,  but 
sport  was  very  bad  with  them.  We  have  arranged  a  match 
and  Christmas  outing  on  Dec.  9  at  Cookham.  Will 
members  attend  next  meeting  night  and  clear  the  books  if 
possible      G.  Bence. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E.— The  seventh  competition  of 
the  above  society,  held  at  Pangbourne  on  Nov.  25,  was  not 
so  successful  as  one  cjuld  wish.  At  the  same  time  we 
were  more  fortunate  than  some  others  who  were  th^re,  as 
J.  Hawkins  took  first ;  W.  Baker,  seconr)  ;  and  J.  W 
Freeman,  third  prize,  all  with  roach.— W.  Freeman. 

Kynaston  Anglurg  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
Kynaston-road,  Stoke  Newington.— A  few  members  were 
out  on  Nov.  25,  amongst  them  being  Messrs.  Wright 
Stansell,  Webber,  Kemp,  and  Shrosbred,  weighins-in 
jack,  roach,  and  dace.— James  A.  Halpord 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
Ji,ast  India-road,  B.— Mr.  Stevens  has  kindly  offered  a 
oonveyance  to  take  members  to  Liverpool-street  Station 
on  Dec.  2  for  the  Sawbridgeworth  outing,  meeting  us  at 
balmon  s-lane  7.15  sharp.   Dinner  at  Mr.  Avis's  five 
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0  clock.  At  the  meeting  on  Nov.  21  Mr.  Bones  gave  us  a 
very  entertaining  lecture  on  "Jack  Fishing,"  for  which 
we  thank  him.  I  regret  there  were  not  more  members 
present,  but,  owing  to  short  notice,  it  was  the  best  ttat 
could  be  done.  However,  Mr.  Bones  has  kindly  consented 
to  give  another  lecture  at  the  next  festival.  Stewards 
will  receive  notice  when  the  meeting  concerning  dance  will 
take  place.- R.  J.  Wells. 

MnoolK  AsuglJnif  Sooflsty,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street.  N.— On  Nov.  25  one  member  weighed  fish  : 
Mr.  Biggs,  a  few  dace,  saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  On 
Dec.  2  we  have  our  Christmas  outing  at  Bourne  End 
•n't^^jP'^'^®^  are  promised  for  this  outing.  All  prizes 
will  be  distributed  the  last  meeting  night  before  Christmas. 

1  hops  members  will  not  forget  Mr.  Utton's  benefit 
baturday  next.— W.  Wailing. 

Iiiverpool  .S-ngling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
yueen-square.— Our  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Nov.  22,  tnere  being  a  good  attendance  of  members,  with 
Mr.  Pierce  in  the  chair.  The  principal  business  of  the 
evening  was  the  election  of  an  hon.  secretary  in  place  of 
iS®  ]?!^%,  \  Woolfall.  The  unanimous  choice  fell  upon 
Mr.  1.  S.  Hunt,  who  accepted  the  honour,  and  promised 
to  carry  out  the  duties  to  the  best  of  his  ability  until  the 
close  of  the  current  year.  Another  competition  (for  three 
prizes)  will  take  plaoe  on  Thursday,  Dec.  6,  at  the  same 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Sudden  changes 
of  ternperature  sorely  try  persons  prone  to  rheumatism,  sciatica 
tic  doloureux,  and  many  maladies  .scarcely  less  painful, t.hough  of 
shorter  duration.  On  the  first  attack  of  stiffness  or  suffering  in 
any  muscle,  joint  or  nerve,  recourse  should  immediately  be  had 
to  fomenting  the  sea-,  of  disease  with  hot  brine  and  rubbing  in 
this  remarkable  Ointment,  which  will  as-uage  the  uneasiness  of 
ttie  part,  subdue  inflammation,  and  reduce  the  swelling  The 
Pills  simultaneously  taken  will  rectify  constitutional  disturbances 
and  renew  the  strength.  No  remedy  heretofore  discovered  has 
proved  so  effective  as  the  Ointment  and  Pills  for  removing  gouty 
rheumatic,  and  scrofulous  attacks,  which  afflict  all  ^ges,  and  are 
commenly  called  bireditary.  ' 


o_d  pitch  on  the  Dee,  and  under  the  same  conditions  as 
the  last  contest.  The  weather  has  somewhat  moderated 
and  providing  there  ba  no  more  rain  fishing  prospects 
should  now  rapidly  improve.  Grayling  fishing  so  far  this 
season  has  been  a  dismal  failure,  but  given  a  lower  witer 
K  1°^  frost  JD  the  air,  and  a  gli-.t  of  sunshine  these 

bsautiful  fish,  now  in  the  pink  of  condition,  should  afford 
excellent  sport  with  the  fly.  The  recent  autumnal  floods 
have  cleared  away  a  lot  of  debris  in  the  shapa  of  rotten 
weeds  and  fallen  leaves,  and  the  rivers  are  now  in  Fplendid 
trim  tor  pike  fishing-spinning  preferred.— Rosicrucian. 

ijchnobite  Angling  »oci«ty,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  Ji.O.— Christmas  competition,  Deo.  8  and  9  at 
Hoddesdon  (Fish  and  Eels).  Annual  dinner  to-night 
(Dec.  1)  at  Horse  Shoe,  Tottenham  Court-road.  Dinner 
on  table  at  six  o  clock.   Members  please  be  early.— Hon. 

Worth-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
5  u  ■   ^'■een-street,    Bethnal  Green.-Our  boundary 
match  on  Nov.  25  from  the  Rye  House  to  St.  Margaret's 
was  not  a  great  success,  as  only  two  prizes  were  taken,  and 
the  two  members  that  were  successful  were  Mr.  W  Davis 
with  seventh  prize,  and  Mr.  J.  Bedwell,  eighth  prize! 
Also  the  following  members  weighed-in  fish  out  of  the 
match  :    Messrs   W.  Smith,  roach  and  dace  ;  B.  Lamb 
roach;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach  acd  dace;  and  H.  Hart 
reach.    On  Dec.  2  members  can  go  where  they  please  for 
remaiBiEg  seven  prizes.   All  to  start  on  the  morning  and 
fish  towing  path  side  only.   Also  I  am  very  pleased  to 
state  that  on  Wednesday  evening  we  made  two  new 
members.— G.  Tayler. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel. 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.-On  Nov.  25  Mr 
1.  Moyler  saved  thelclub  from  a  blank  with!  a  roach,  5izo  ! 
from  btaines  ;  the  water  was  very  low  and  bright,  or  sport 
would  have  been  better.  On  Tuesday  T?e  had  a  good  master 
thirty  members  being  present.  We  have  forty  prizes  to 
be  fashed  for  at  our  Christmas  outing.  The  first  round  of 
the  competition  commences  on  Dec.  2,  and  will  take  plaoe 
between  Richmond  and  Teddington  ;  one  rod  ;  bank  only  • 
jack  bairad.  Members  please  note  rule  30  has  been 
suspended  during  this  outing  to  give  the  novices  an 
opportunity  of  taking  a  prize.  Honorary  members  also  will 
be  allowed  to  compete  on  this  occasion.  Thosa  who  go 
out  on  Thureday  will  have  an  equal  chance  with  those  who 
fish  on  Deo.  2 ;  each  man  one  weigh-in.  Members  leave 
names  over  the  bar  day  previous  to  going  out,  as  a  brake 
has  to  be  engaged  to  convey  them  to  the  station.  We  had 
the  good  fortune  to  enrol  ten  new  members,  viz.  Messrs 
Slaughter,  Johnson,  Lindsell,  Steers,  Belham,  Lee 
Naylor,  Armson,  Lawrenson,  and  Lehmann.  Mr  Dove 
has  been  proposed  for  election  next  week.  Mr.  Coatea 
and  Mr.  Myers  were  elected  as  delegates  to  attend  the 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Central  Association.  Next 
luesday  is  quarterly  night;  hope  all  members  will  show 
up  and  make  aoijuaintance  with  the  new  hands.— H  W 
Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 

and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  return 
visit  on  Nov.  26  was  a  success.  Seventeen  cluba  were 
represented,  and  an  overflow  meeting  resulted.  We  had 
the  favour  of  a  visit  from  Messrs.  Woodruff  and  Close 
1  tender  my  thanks  to  those  who  attended,  and  especially 
the  singers,  who  entertained  us  all  the  evening  Their 
abilities  m  this  direction  were  first-class.  Owing  to  an 
oversight,  the  company  lost  a  grand  musical  treat  by 
not  hearing  Mr.  T.  Hayward  give  his  cornet  solo,  on 
which  instrument  he  is  an  adept.  On  Nov.  25  A.  Birch 
W6ighed-in  61b.,  roach,  chub,  and  dace;  J.  Nagle  jick- 
G.  Barrs,  one  roach,  lib.  3|  )z. ;  J.  Davis,  dace.'  Our 
sapper  takes  plaoe  on  the  last  Monday  in  January,  and 
apply  for  an  extension  till  two  o'clock.  Will  all  members 
turn  up  next  week  to  finally  settle  these  matters?— 
Gboroe. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
lottenham.— The  result  of  our  Christmas  prize  outing  at 
Rye  House  on  Nov.  25  was  rather  disappointing,  only  one 
prize  being  taken,  the  sucoeesful  member  being  our  presi- 
i*®^*',  ^^'t^-  -^t  oixT  meeting  on  Nov.  27  it  was  decided 
to  fash  for  the  remaining  prizes  on  Dec,  2,  any  water.— H 
Gates. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Masons' 
Arms,  Bast-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Our  first  annual 
concert  in  our  new  home,  in  aid  of  A.B.  Society,  on  the 

27th  mst.,  was  a  glorious  success,  the  room  being  packed  

a  proper  first  night.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Host  Shepherd 
and  the  committee  for  producing  such  a  host  of  talent. 
During  the  early  evening  we  were  admirably  presided  over 
by  Mr.  Walter  Stretton  (of  Bermondsey  Bros  ),  and  later 
Mr.  Frank  Newton  (Hoxton  Brothers)  also  ably  filled  the' 
president's  chair.  To  these  gentlemen  the  club  tenders 
its  sincere  thanks.  The  programme  opened  by  the  lantern 
lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  "  Fishing  Trips  on  the  S.B. 
Railway,"  and  all  who  witnessed  this  agreed  it  was  a  show 
worth  seeing.  At  intervals  the  lecture  was  broken,  when 
from  a  big  array  of  talent  the  following  gentlemen 
delighted  the  company :  Mr.  Wal  Robins  (of  "  Blind 
Boy"  fame),  song  and  solo  on  the  one  string  fiddle- 
Mr.  Alf.  Bignell  (the  Peckham  Brothers  comic)! 
Mr.  G.  Hilhard,  Mr.  Will  Pearce,  and  some  good 
instrumental  music  from  Mr.  Cotton  (Guards'  band) 
clarionet  solo,  and  Mr.  E.  Brown,  solo  banjo' 
Messrs.  Wade,  Newton,  and  the  Good  Shepherd, 
towards  the  close  enlightened  the  company  of  the 
good  work  the  A.B. 8.  are,  and  have  been  doing 
for  many  years  past.  The  crowd  of  well  -  known 
anglers,  friends,  and  clubs  (I  must  make  mention  of  the 
following:  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Hoxton  Brothers 
Collmgwood,  St.  Alban's,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Oglander) 
I  truly  thank  ;  also  the  clubs  who  have  responded  to  our 
appeal  through  the  post,  the  man  with  the  lantern  and 
the  true  angler's  friend,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.  With  Auld 
Lang  Syne  the  meeting,  long  to  be  remembered,  was 
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brought  to  a  close.  We  were  nnable  to  open  A.B.S.  and 
T.A.P.S.  boxes,  of  late  Angler's  Pride,  owing  to  our 
lengthy  programme.  This  item  is  left  for  the  occasion  of 
our  Central  visit,  which  takes  place  early  in  the  new 
century.  We  had  a  few  fieh  weighed  on  Nov.  25. 
Members  please  attfni  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  Christmas 
prizes  for  outing  on  Dec.  9. 

Ffince  of  Wales  Ani^liiig'  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street.  Edgware-road. — On  Nov.  25  there 
were  some  nice  roach  and  dace  by  Messrs.  Wheeler, 
Robins,  Whitford  and  Twomey.  We  receive  a  visit  on 
Clerkanwell  District  on  Monday,  Dec.  10,  when  I  hope  to 
see  our  chairman  well  supportpd  — W.  B. 

Queen's  Piscatorinls,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  Nov.  25  the  following 
weighed-in,  Messrs.  C.  Strayton,  chub  ;  W.  Payne,  roach 
and  dace ;  and  W.  Shepherd,  perch.  On  Nov.  27  we 
took  our  visit  on  the  C.  and  O.  list,  which  wa*  very 
poorly  represented.  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  those  clubs 
who  were  represented,  and  I  sincerely  thank  their  members 
for  having  attended.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales  A.S.  on  Dec.  10. — Geo.  Keene. 

Boyal  George  ^^ngrliugr  laooiety.  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-square. — On  Nov.  25  several  oi' 
our  members  were  out,  but  only  Mr.  H.  Lewis  weighed-in 
some  nice  fish.  On  Wednesday,  Nov.  28,  which  was 
quarterly  night,  all  the  oflSoers  were  re-elected.  On  Dec.  2 
we  fish  our  competition  for  Christmas  prizes  at  Richmond, 
from  Petersham  Meadows  to  Swan  Ferry;  bank  only ; 
usual  conditions. — J.  Gibbon. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow,  E. — On  Nov.  25  our  members  were  out 
for  prizes,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  G.  Williams, 
roach,  31b.  15oz.,  first;  F.  Gardiner,  roach,  31b.  14oz., 
second  ;  E.  Perry,  lib.  12  oz.,  third ;  C.  Godfrey,  perch, 
12jo2. ;  Chambers,  roach,  fourth ;  Tisahaw,  roach  ;  Meri- 
gold,  roach.— F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  John's  Angling'  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— On  Nov.  25  we  had  a 
nice  show  of  mixed  fish  by  Messrs.  Musgrave,  Podger, 
Emery,  and  Buck.  Messrs.  Emery,  Podger,  and  Jeffreys 
are  the  winners  of  the  November  prizes.  A  competition 
will  take  place  at  Addlestone  on  Dec.  2.  An  adjourned 
special  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  the  5th.— 
F.  Thorhng. 

Seymonr  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  GraftOH-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.  —  Our  annual 
Christmas  outing  for  a  series  of  prizes  has  been  arranged 
for  Dec.  2,  to  Bourne  End;  from  Cookham  Bridge  to 
Marlow  Bridge ;  usual  conditions.  On  Nov.  25  the  foUow- 
iEg  members  weighad-in  fish  :  Messrs.  S.  King,  roach, 
3ib.  8,)Z. ;  G.  Campbell  and  Aronigoni,  roach.  On  Tuesday, 
Nov.  20,  Ben  Smith  weighed-in  roach,  perch,  and  jack.— 
W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Tront  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Nov.  25  Mr. 
Renaut  weighed-in  three  jack,  151b.,  also  show  of  perch  • 
Mr.  Brink,  S^lb.  of  dace.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Pettit  good 
show  of  roach.  Messrs.  Alex.  Simmonds  and  H.  Elliott 
were  elected  as  working  members.  Our  next  cup  and 
prize  outing  takes  place  at  Shiplake  on  Dec.  9.  Tuesday 
next  will  be  quarterly  night. — R.  Smith. 

South  Iiondau  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 
—I  have  pleasure  in  announcing  the  fact  that  the  first 
visit  on  tnis  list  will  be  to  the  United  Brothers  A.S., 
Druid's  Head,  Church-street,  Deptford  Broadway  on 
Monday,  Dec.  17.— A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.— In  our  competition  for  remainder  of  Christmas 
prizes  Mr.  Gerrard,  first  for  the  day ;  Mr.  Grindrod, 
second- both  with  some  nice  roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Lloyd  just 
missing  the  weight  limit  with  one  roach.  Mr.  Brock 
weighed-in  jack  and  roach.  The  remaining  prizes  to  be 
roved  for  anywhere.  Our  late  chairman,  C.  W.  Dicks, 
who  is  at  the  front,  informs  his  brother  anglers  that  he 
has  had  some  good  sport^in  the  Komati  river.  He  also 
sends  over  a  sample  of  bait  which  he  says  is  very  killing 
He  wishes  to  be  remembered  to  his  angling  friends 
wishing  them  a  happy  Christmas. — W.  B. 

StookweU  AngUng  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset, 
road,  Glapham.— Result  of  the  match  at  Reading  :  Messrs. 
Jenkins,  first ;  Ansty,  second ;  H.  Pain,  jun.,  third.  The 
lapsed  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  2  under  the  same 
conditions,  except  that  members  may  go  where  they  like. 
Mr.  H.  Pain,  sen.,  also  weighed-in  roach  and  chub' 
heaviest  chub  2ib.  13oz  ,  as  also  did  Mr.  W.  Shepherd, 
some  fine  dace. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  The  Commercial 
Hotel,  Martin-street,  Stratford,  E,— On  Nov.  25  Messrs. 
Grande  and  Sandiland  weighed-in  a  fair  show  of  roach' 
Our  outing  for  Dec.  9  will  take  placefat  Hatfield  Peverel  • 
all  to  meet  at  the  Black  Bridge.  Honorary  members 
mvited.— G.  Payne. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham.  —  The  gross  weight  competition  held  on 
Nov.  25  and  28  was  very  successful.  On  Nov.  25  ten 
members  fished,  and  the  three  heaviest  weights  were 
71b.  ejoz.  (Mr.  A.  Osborne),  71b.  3|oz.  (Mr.  A.  Turner), 
ana7ib.  3ioz  (Mr.  Simonds).  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Geo. 
Barrow  was  the  only  one  to  weigh-in,  with  141b.  4Joz., 
heaviest  fieh  (bream),  lib.  lljoz.  Final  result  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Geo.  Barrow,  141b.  4ioz.,  first ;  Mr.  A,  Osborne, 
71b.  6J  z.,  second  ;  Mr.  A.  Tamer,  71b.  3|  jz.,  third.  The 
Kmrta  prize  for  one  specimen  fish  was  won  by  Mr.  Geo 
Barrow  with  a  bream,  lib.  lljoz.  Sixteen  members  fished 
in  the  competition.  A  g=ineral  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday  next  —Geo.  Babrow. 

United  Brothers  Angiiag  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavtrn,  Broadway,  Deptford.— On  Nov.  25  our  match 
with  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society,  at  Pangbourne,  was 
a  most  enjoyable  outing,  and  ended  with  a  rather  easy 
win  for  the  United  Brothers.  Great  prize  is  due  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  the  management  in  hand  ;  everything 


passed  off  without  a  hitch.  The  following  members  were 
suoeesgful :  J.  Oakley,  a  brace  of  roach,  weisrhing 
2ib.  9|oz. ;  J.  Payne,  roach  ;  H,  Pordham,  roach  ;  W.  G. 
Oockerton,  roach  ;  W.  Stephens,  roach  ;  J.  Wood,  roach  ; 
and  H.  Perkins,  roach.  We  have  fixed  Monday,  Dec.  17, 
for  South  London  Visit  to  U.B  A  8.— F.  H.  Beak. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.  N.W.  —  On 
Nov.  25  Messrs.  Davis  and  Austin  weighed-in  fair  shows  of 
roach  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames.  Our 
Christmas  competition  takes  place  on  Dec.  2  at  Bourne 
End  for  a  fine  prize  list;  roving;  two  rods.  First  train 
from  Paddington,  8.40.  On  Nov.  22  Mr.  A.  Coureau 
showed  us  a  fine  jack  scaling  81b.  taken  from  private 
waters.  This  was  his  first  fishing  excursion  since  his 
arrival  from  South  Africa,  he  having  served  with  the 
C.I. v.— George  Smith. 

Wsgg'onsra  Angliag  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  some  grand  shows  of  fish  on  our 
trays  on  Nov.  25 ;  Measrs.  Allan,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Clegg,  roach  ;  Walton,  roach.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on 
Nov.  27 ;  business  was  got  over  early  on  account  of  the 
Peckham  Brothers  concert.  Members  please  notice  we 
fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  16. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.  —  A  fully  attended 
meeting,  the  result  of  the  match  with  the  Brompton 
Angling  Society  was  a  success  for  this  society ;  the  water 
not  being  in  good  condition,  the  tskes  were  very  small,  the 
weights  being :  Walham  Green,  101b.  6oz. ;  Brompton, 
61b.  3ioz.  Messrs.  Templeman,  Glass,  and  Brixey  were 
the  most  successful  for  this  society.  Mr.  Roemar  weighed- 
in  a  jack  from  Wimbledon  Lake  on  Nov.  25.  Our  next 
outing  for  Christmas  prizes  takes  place  at  Bourne  End  on 
Dec.  16  ;  two  rods,  all  fish  to  weigh,  live  bait  to  be  caught, 
start  by  signal. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bssez 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— We  had  a  fine  show 
of  fish  at  our  club  on  Nov.  25.  Mr.  Thompson  had  jack, 
largest  71b. ;  Mr.  Eaton,  jack,  61b.  14oz.  Mr.  Bushy,  jack ; 
Mr.  J.  P.  Howell,  perch  ;  Mr.  Flork,  perch  ;  Mr.  iSkelsey, 
parch;  Mr.  Osmenth,  roach ;  Mr.  Browning,  perch;  Mr. 
Howell  and  Mr.  Howarth,  roach  ;  Mr.  Clark,  jack,  31b., 
also  roach ;  Mr.  Poore,  roach.  We  started  fishing  for 
Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  25.  We  made  four  new 
members  this  last  fortnight. — M.  Schacke. 

Wandsworth  Pisoatorials,  Winning  Post,  South- 
street,  Wandsworth. — Several  members  were  out  on 
Nov.  25_,  but  met  with  poor  sport,  owing  to  the  bad  state 
of  the  river.  Oar  next  outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  9  at 
Kingston.  I  must  remind  members  that  we  meet  at 
Clapham  Junction  at  9  a.m.,  return  from  Kingston 
6.5  p.m. — C.  Beale. 

Warwick  A.ngllng  Society.  Lord  Brooke,  Shem- 
hall-street,  Walthamstow.— On  Nov.  25  we  had  a  grand 
show  of  fish,  Mr.  Sizer  having  a  nice  perch.  Mr.  P/irnham 
took  the  lapsed  prize  of  Nov.  4  with  roach.  Mr.  Robinson 
also  had  roach.  The  following  members  had  perch  : 
Measrs.  Calicut,  C.  Gliddon,  Harman,  and  Riley.  On 
Dec.  2  we  commence  fishing  for  our  numerous  Christmas 
prizes ;  also  on  9th  and  16th.  On  Dec.  20  our  visit  takes 
place,  on  which  night  we  also  distribute  the  Christmas 
prizes. — W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HiUingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— The  December  outing 
takes  place  on  Dec.  2  next  at  Datchet.  There  are  six 
prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  I  hope  to  see  all  members  turn 
out.  We  made  another  new  member  in  Mr.  Brice.  Mr. 
Downs  was  transferred  from  honorary  to  working  member. 
Will  members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  to  arrange 
Christmas  prizes     W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  Nov.  25  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  Buckingham,  jack  ;  Mr.  Styman,  perch.  We  fish  our 
Christmas  prize  outing  at  Rye  House  on  Dec.  2  ;  roving; 
tow-path  only.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
(Eastern)  List  takes  place  at  above  on  Tuesday  next, 
Dec.  4.  Will  those  clubs  not  having  invites  please  accept 
this  ?— H.  Heir. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N. — The  above  society  will  give  a  tripe  supper  and 
concert  on  Wednesday  next,  Dec.  5,  at  8.30  ;  tickets  Is.  6d. 
each.— A.  G.  Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Our  members  were 
out  in  the  match  on  Nov.  25,  but  caught  nothing,  so  it 
will  be  continued  at  the  same  place  on  Dec.  2 ;  roving 
from  the  Black  Bridge  to  Byford's  Bridge.  Mr.  Pethurst^ 
Mr.  Newton,  sen.,  Mr.  Burling,  and  Mr.  R.  Lowther,' 
weighed-in  roach;  Mr.  Horner,  jick.- R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Several  members  were  out  for  our  match 
at  Bourne  End,  but  the  results  were  not  very  satisfactory, 
Mr.  Parsons  taking  second  prize,  Mr.  Martin  fourth,  Mr! 
Cox,  sen.,  fifth,  Mr.  Carter  sixth.  The  first  and  third 
prizes  were  not  taken.  Mr.  Ramsay  also  weighed.— J.  J. 
Hunter. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N.— On  Nov.  18  the  following  weighed- 
in  jick:  Messrs.  W.  Williams,  D,  Knight,  F.  Hoy,  and 
W.  Butler.  On  Nov.  25,  Messrs.  C.  Debney,  one  jack 
6Jlb. ;  W.  Williams,  one  jack,  4|lb. ;  F.  Hoy,  perch';  A. 
Hoy,  perch;  A.  Langton,  daca ;  W.  Butler,  dice,  two 
fish  weighing  11|  z.  and  ll§iz. ;  W.  Anthony,  roach; 
F.  H.  Beaumont,  jack  ;  H.  Sawyer,  perch.  On  Nov.  28 
we  made  one  more  working  member,  alao  ha4  six  more 
Christmas  prizps  promised.- W.  Beaumont. 

Ye  Olde  Claphum  Rovers  Angling  Society, 
The  Windmill,  Park-road,  Clapham.— Prize  outing  to  take 
place  on  Dec.  2  at  Shepperton,  not  less  than  lib.  of  fish  to 
weigh.  A_  few  members,  were  out  on  Nov.  24,  Mr. 
Wyatt  weighing-in  fish  from  Windsor,  and  Mr.  Taylor 
from  Teddington.— F.  Taylor. 


Jingling  ^ixttxves. 

December  2.  ~~~~ 

Allason  United  :  Christmas  outing. 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Christmas  outing. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Ci  mpetition. 

Bostonian  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 

Camden  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Carlton  :  Outing  to  Richmond. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing  to  Pulborongh. 

Clifton :  Outing. 

Cobden  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

Cosy  :  Christmas  outing. 

East  Dulwich  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 

Good  Intent :  Onting  to  Rye  House. 

Limehouse :  Outing. 

Lincoln :  Christmas  outing. 

North-Baet  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Oglander  :  Christmas  outing. 

Royal  George  :  Match  at  Twickenham. 

St.  John's  :  Competition. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  Elnd. 

Stockwell :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Wandsworth  :  Outing  to  Kingston. 

Wellington :  Outing. 

Wenlock  :  Christmas  outing  to  Rye  House. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 
December  3. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Meeting  of  Renting  and  Preserva- 
tion Committee. 

Central  Association  :  Monthly  delegate  meeting. 

Piscatorial  Society :  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews. 
December  4. 

Wenlock  :  Visit. 
December  5. 

B.S.A  S. :  Smoking  concert. 

West  Green  c  Supper  and  concert. 
Deoembar  8. 

Lychnobites :  Christmas  competition. 

Alma :  Prize  outing. 
■Amicable  Excelsior  :  Christmas  onting. 
■Battersea  Friendly  :  Christmas  outing. 
Bermondsey  Brothers:  Christmas  outing. 
-Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-Bostonian:  Christmas  competition. 
-Dibdin  :  Match  at  King's  Langley. 
•Barlsfield  :  Outing  to  Brighton. 
■Elgin  :  Christmas  outing. 
■Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Teddington. 
. — Jubilee  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
. — North  London :  Christmas  outing. 
.—Peckham  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 
.—Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
.-Stratford  :  Outing  to  Hatfield  Peveril. 
.—Wimbledon  Pisoatorials  :  Christmas  outing. 
.—Anchor  and  Hope  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
. — Prince  of  Wales  :  Visit. 
. — Serapis  :  Outing. 
. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Reading. 
, — Distribution  of  prizes  won  in  the  Richmond 

competition. 
.—B.S.A. 8. :  Paper  by  Mr.  Churchwood. 
. — Bootle  :  Annual  dinner. 
. — Bostonians  :  Lantern  lecture, 
,— Croydon :  Concert. 
—Shepherd's  Bush :  Supper. 
,— Anchor  and  Hope  :  Christmas  outing. 
— Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Christmas  onting. 
— Blackfriars :  Christmas  outing. 
— Cobden  :  Christmas  outing. 
— Waggoners  :  Christmas  outing. 
— Waltiam  Green  :  Christmas  outing. 
— United  Brothers :  Visit. 
— Blenheim  :  Visit. 
—Warwick :  Visit  and  distribution. 
—Islington  Brothers  :  Christmas  onting. 
—Albion  Brothers :  Distribution. 
— Dalston :  Distribution. 
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DEVONSHIRE  STREAMS. 
Mr.  Edgar  Shrubsole  recently  delivered  a  lecture  at 
the  Exeter  Guildhall,  under  the  auspices  of  the  United 
Devon  Association,  the  objects  of  which  are  indicated  in 
a  review  of  the  society's  handbook  in  our  Library  columns. 
The  subject  of  the  lecture  was  "  The  Rivers  and  Streams 
of  Devonshire  and  their  Fisheries."  The  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  county  (Lord  Clinton)  presided,  and  supporting  him 
were  the  mayor  and  sheriff  of  Exeter,  the  sheriff  of 
Devon,  and  a  number  of  county  gentlemen.  The  lecturer 
said  it  was  a  blot  on  the  escutcheon  of  sportsmen  in  the 
county  that  they  .should  permit  their  beautiful  waters  to 
flow,  comparatively  speaking,  fishless  to  the  sea.  They 
were  intended  by  nature  to  hold  a  goodly  store  of  salmon 
and  tront.  _  It  was  of  the  first  importance,  therefore,  that 
the  restocking  of  the  rivers  should  be  considered,  and  that 
there  should  be  some  practical  result  of  their  meetmg  and 
discussing  this  question.  The  waters  of  the  county  should 
be  restocked  on  sound  and  permanent  lines,  for  spasmodic 
efforts  were  worse  than  useless.  Many  of  the  methods  of 
stocking  the  rivers  practised  in  other  pirts  of  the  country, 
and  adopted  to  a  small  degree  in  Devonshire,  were  started 
in  a  wrong  direction.  Discussing  the  question  how  not  to 
stock  a  river,  he  would  say  that  one  wrong  method  was 
injudicious  stocking.  He  had  ssen  waters  absolutely 
ruined  by  this.   A  supply  of  fish  was  obtained  from  a  fish 
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farm,  and  often  they  were  totally  unsnited  to  the  waters 
in  which  they  were  placed.  The  raiabow  tront,  for 
instance,  might  do  admiribly  in  the  waters  of  the  Exe.but 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Teign  they  were  a  fiilure. 
0»erstocHn|]{  was  another  danger.  What  was  the  use  of 
putting  1000  fish  into  a  river  which  was  only  suited  to 
receive  500?  Food  shou'd  be  planted  for  the  fish. 
He  believed,  also,  that  it  was  a  mistake  always  to 
restock  with  two-year-oldg,  as  more  useful  work  could 
be  done  with  fry.  A  twp-year-old  was  bred  and  reared 
at  a  pifcioultural  establiehraent,  and  was  fed  to  a 
great  extent  on  horseflesh.  Its  growth  was  forced  to  a 
greater  extent  than  it  was  in  rivers.  When  put  into  a 
river  to  hunt  for  its  own  food  it  oould  not  find  it.  The 
Bjstem  bred  oacnibaliBm.  If  a  man  wanted  immediate 
sport  he  should  get  hia  fish  from  a  farm,  but  if  they 
wanted  to  etoek  their  waters  on  lines  which  would  be  of 
permanent  use,  they  should  hatch  their  fish  themselves. 
A  hatchery  which  would  keep  on  producing  a  quarter  of  a 
million  of  fish  every  year  should  not  cost  more  than  £150 
to  put  up,  and  not  more  than  about  £70  a  year  to  run, 
including  the  services  of  a  practical  man  to  look  after 
it.  The  fish  would  be  bred  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year,  and  the  remainder  pf  the  year  the  man's  services 
could  be  employed  in  watching  the  water  and  keeping  an 
eye  on  the  fish  bred  by  himself.  The  hatchery,  with 
ordinary  repairs,  would  last  about  ten  years,  during  which 
time  four  millions  of  fish  could  be  put  into  the  river.  With 
the  hatchery  they  should  have  an  output  of  99  p.c.  The 
Sheriff  of  Devon  said  said  there  was  no  doubt  it  was  a 
most  deplorable  thing  that  the  Devonshire  rivers  were 
getting  depleted  of  fish.  He  had  lived  in  the  county  for 
about  twenty  years,  and  when  he  first  came  he  was 
able  to  get  from  100  to  150  salmon  from  the  waters 
of  the  Torridge  and  Ockment,  but  now  there  was 
scarcely  a  decent  fish  to  be  obtained.  No  doubt  the  very 
dry  seasons  of  the  last  few  years  had  something  to  do  with 
the  slackness  of  fish,  as  it  prevented  the  salmon  getting 
over  the  weirs.  He  was  a  member  of  a  board  of  con- 
servators, and  he  might  be  asked  what  the  conservators 
were  doing  in  not  looking  after  the  fish  better.  He  must 
say  they  had  not  sufficient  funds  at  their  disposal.  Lord 
Clinton,  as  president  of  the  United  Devon  Association, 
said  he  should  not  like  it  to  go  forth  that  the  association 
could  take  up_  the_  question.  They  already  had  so 
many  objects  in  view  that  he  did  not  think  they 
could  add  to  them  the  breeding  of  fish,  beyond 
giving  it  what  encouragement  they  could.  The 
lecturer,  amongst  others,  expressed  his  regret  at 
hearing  this,  and  it  was  decided  to  form  a  com- 
mittee to  take  up  the  question  of  stocking  the  Devon- 
shire streams.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  General 
Purvis  said  it  was  useless  to  attempt  to  stock  rivers  which 
were  polluted.  He  instanced  the  Culme,  which  appeared 
to  be  a  perfect  trout  stream,  but  was  polluted  by  refuse 
from  paper  mills  and  tanneries.  Another  speaker.  Dr. 
Solly,  said  there  ought  to  be  some  limit  placed  on  the 
fisherman's  basket.  On  the  proposition  of  the  sheriff  of 
Exeter,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  to  Mr. 
Shrubsole  for  his  lecture,  and  to  the  mayor  for  the  use 
of  the  GuUdhall.—Thc  Field. 


jottings  bp  tf)c  i^as. 

A  SMOKING  concert  will  be  held  at  the  Restaurant 
Frascati,  Oxford-street,  W.,  on  Wednesday  next,  Dec.  5, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers  Society.  The 
chair  will  be  taken  by  Alfred  Allason,  Esq.  ("New 
Broom").  As  many  well-known  artists  have  promised 
their  services,  it  is  expected  that  the  attendance  will  be 
a  record  one. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  be  held  on  Monday 
evening,  Dec.  3,  at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane, 
Covent  Garden. 

 >♦»•»<  

I  AM  asked  to  state  that  there  are  still  a  few  prizes  out- 
standing for  the  A.B.8.  Richmond  competition.  Dec.  11 
is  the  date  fixed  for  the  distribution  at  the  Blenheim  A.S,, 
Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.  For 
fear  I  should  know  how  to  find  my  way  to  Host  Charles 
Chaplais,  Ben  gives  the  following  directions  :  "  Book  to 
Notting  Hill  Station,  or  Tube,  Notting  Hill."  Very 
well ;  I'll  slide  down  the  Tube. 

 >  »t ♦<  

The  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.  intend  holding  a  select 
smoking  concert  at  their  new  headquarters,  "  Thomas  a 
Beckett,"  320,  Old  Kent-road,  S  E.,  on  Monday  evening, 
Deo.  10.  The  concert  is  in  aid  of  the  A.B.8.,  and  the 
chair  will  be  taken  at  8.30  by  Mr.  T.  Crnmplen  ("  Old 
Izaak"),  faced  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Duck.  When  T  say  that 
the  secretary  is  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  and  that  the  musical 
directors  are  Messrs.  Cannar  and  Arrow,  a  very  pleasant 
evening  may  be  anticipated. 


n  The  Croydon  anglers  will  hold  a  grand  Bohemian 
concert  on  Deo.  12  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon, 
when  the  chair  will  be  taken  at  eight  sharp  by  Conncillor 
W.  G.  Stapleton.  A  splendid  programme  is  in  course  of 
preparation.  Tickets,  one  shilling  each,  may  be  had  on 
application  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  George  Dix,  106,  Albert- 
road,  East  Croydon. 

 >»-♦■»<  

Anglers  who  have  attended  the  Collingwood  concerts, 
lecturep,  and  visits  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Wills.  She  was  much  respected  by  all  with  whom 
^be  came  into  contact,  and  Host  Wills  has  the  sympathy 
and  condolences  of  all  his  brother  fishermen. 


"An  angler  from  Dulwich,"  says  a  contemporary, 
"  caught  a  plaice  in  the  Arua  at  Pnlboroogb,  Sussex,  and 
the  fish,  on  London  being  reached,  was  found  to  be  alive, 
after  a  fifty  mile  railway  journey.  It  was  placed  in  a 
tank  at  the  Angler's  Club  House,  where  it  soon  began 
swimming  about  as  though  back  in  the  Arun."  In  email 
type  following  this  annouucement  is  :  "To  mothers:  Mrs. 
— —  soothing  syrup  has  been  used  over  fifty  years  by 
millions  of  mothers  ....  with  perfect  success." 
Did  that  angler  from  Dulwich ,  use  any  of  this  soothing 
syrup  to  lull  the  plaice  (within  the  meaning  of  the  Act)  to 
sleep  daring  the  fifty-mile  journey  ? 


The  matinee  which  will  take  place  at  the  Gaiety 
Theatre  on  Thursday  next  (Deo.  6),  on  behalf  of  the  Girls' 
Orphanage  at  Brentwood,  will  be  worthy  of  Mr.  Geo. 
Edwardes.  A  long  and  interesting  programme  has  been 
arranged,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  institution  will  loe 
materially  benefited. 

 >♦*»<  

When  last  at  Deal  I  could  not  use  the  preserved 
mussels  Mr.  G^  sden  sent  me.  He  now  informs  me  that 
"  they  will  keep  any  length  of  time,  and  are  fit,  after  being 
steeped  in  water  for  an  hour,  to  place  into  melted  butter 
as  sauce  for  the  fish  caught !  "  Very  likely,  Frank  ;  but  I 
do  not  think  I  shall  try  it. 

Therk  is  an  ancient  Greek  proverb  to  the  effect  that 
"  Those  who  know  how  to  speak  know  when  to  speak." 
A  certain  angling  society,  famous  for  its  conduct  of 
business,  has  adopted  the  following  admirable  set  of 
rules : 

That  the  following  rules  of  debate  be  made  standing 
orders  of  this  society,  but  either  of  them  may  be  suspended 
at  any  time  by  the  chairman,  when  authorised  by  a  vote  of 
the  meeting. 

1.  Every  person  shall  stand  when  speaking,  and  sball 
address  the  chairman,  and  the  chairman  shall  determine 
who  has  the  priority  of  speech. 

2.  Every  person  shall  have  a  right  to  speak  once  to  any 
motion  or  amendment,  and  once  only,  except  the  originator 
of  a  motion,  who  has  a  right  to  reply. 

3.  All  motions  must  be  in  writing,  and  handed  to  the 
chairman  with  the  name  of  the  mover,  and  must  be 
seconded. 

>  »  >  *  < 

A  Fisheritan'.i  Hymn. 
He  who  wearies  not  will  keep 
Watch  o'er  fishers  on  the  deep ; 
He,  our  Pilot,  will  not  sleep. 
All,  all  is  well. 

In  the  storm  and  stress  of  life  ; 
Rocks  ahead,  with  breakers  rife 
He  will  guide  us  'mid  the  strife. 
All,  all  is  well. 

Speeding  o'er  life's  stormy  main. 
Fear  not  wind,  nor  wave,  nor  rain. 
Sing  we  then,  in  joyful  strain, 
"All,  all  is  well." 

Straignt,  like  needle  points  to  pole, 
Our  life's  bark  doth  onward  roll 
To  the  haven  of  the  soul ; 
All,  all  is  well. 

In  His  time  the  storm  will  cease ; 
God  doth  give  our  souls  release ; 
With  His  blessed  gift  of  peace, 
All,  all  is  well. 

— Toilers  of  the  Deep, 
)  *  I  *  ( 

A  MONSTER  conger  eel,  measuring  8ft.  Sin.  in  length, 
2ft.  4in.  in  girth,  and  weighing  1481b.,  was  caught  on  the 
beach  at  Snettisham,  near  Hunstanton,  on  Wednesday. 
The  fishermen's  attention  was  attracted  to  it  by  some  sea- 
gulls hovering  over  it  in  some  shallow  water,  and  it  was 
caught  after  a  long  straggle. 


A  YOUNG  and  clever  artist  (Barkam  Hills),  was,  when 
only  eight  years  old,  deprived  of  both  his  arms  through  a 
tramoar  accident.  His  passion  for  drawing  led  him  to 
utilise  his  mouth  for  holding  his  pencil,  and  some  splendid 
work  he  is  turning  out.  He  may  be  seen  daily  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  (South  Nave).  The  Queen,  Princess  of 
Wales,  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts,  Lady  Churchill,  and 
many  others,  have  been  purchasers  of  his  work. 

 > ♦ »♦ <  

"  Halcyon,"  in  the  Leeds  Mercury,  says  :  "  The  chub 
is  a  capital  fish  for  the  winter  months.  Daring  the  long 
summer  days  they  bask  under  the  boughs,  and  will  rise 
with  avidity  to  any  suitable  fly  or  beetle  that  is  properly 
presented  to  them  ;  but  as  the  weather  becomes  colder 
they  drop  down  into  the  deep  pools  at  the  end  of 
sharp  streams,  and  by  float  fishing  and  ledgeriug  big 
hauls  are  often  made  by  those  who  understand  the 
game.  Bullock's  pith,  or  spinal  marrow,  is,  perhaps 
the  best  bait  to  employ  under  such  circumstances. 
I  have  known  anglers  who  use  it  fresh,  but  it  is 
a  far  more  deadly  bait  when  properly  cleansed  and  then 
parboiled.  Bullock's  brains,  thoroughly  washed  and 
cleansed,  are  used  in  conjanction  with  this  bait  to  bring 
the  fish  together.  For  legering,  the  tail-end  of  a  well- 
scoured  lob  worm,  or  a  due  worm  of  moderate  side,  is 
the  proper  bait,  or,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  the  tail  of 
a  boiled  crayfish. 


"  "  I  HAVE  never  tasted  chub,  nor  do  I  wish  to  do, 
judging  from  the  experiences  of  other  people.  I  often 
wonder  if  anyone  has  ever  taken  the  trouble  to  test  the 


recipe  given  by  Piscator  to  hia  scholar  in  good  old  Izaak 
Walton's  immortal  book, '  The  Compleat  Angler.'  It  is  as 
follows  :  '  When  you  have  scaled  him  and  cut  off  his  tail 
and  fins,  and  washed  him  very  clean,  then  chine  or  slit  him 
through  the  middle,  as  a  salt  fish  is  usually  cut ;  then 
give  him  three  or  four  cuts  or  scotches  on  the  back  with 
your  knife,  and  broil  him  on  charcoal  or  wood  coal,  that 
are  free  from  smoke,  and  all  the  time  he  u  broiling  baste 
him  with  the  best  fresh  butter  and  good  store  of  salt 
mixed  with  it,  ana  to  this  add  a  little  thyme,  cut  exceed- 
ingly small  or  bruised  iuto  the  butter.  The  chevin  thus 
dressed  hath  the  watery  taste  taken  away,  for  which  so 
many  except  against  him.  Thus  was  the  chevin  dressed 
that  you  now  liked  so  well  and  commended  so  much. 
But  note  again,  that  if  this  chub  that  you  eat  of  bad  been 
kept  till  to-morrow,  he  had  not  been  worth  a  rush.  And 
remember  that  his  throat  be  v/ashed  very  clean — I  say 
very  clean— and  his  body  not  washed  after  he  is  gutted,  as 
indeed  no  fish  should  be.'" 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co  ,  of  191,  Strand,  W.C.,  have 
just  purchased  the  remaining  volumes  of  "  Lower  and 
Mid  Thames :  Where  and  How  to  Fish  It."  By  P.  H. 
Amphlett.  The  new  book  is  a  standard  work  well  worthy 
of  notice  by  Thames  anglers.  The  map  showing  a  large 
number  of  the  principal  swims  between  Kew  ana  Marlow 
is,_aB  I  have  8aid_ before,  well  worth  a  shilling,  which  is  the 
price  the  book  is  published  at.  I  understand  that  only 
two  other  tackle  manufacturers  have  the  book  in  stock, 
and  they  are  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  of  Kingston-on 
Thames,  and  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter  Lane.  Mr.  Amphlett 
is  now  writing  a  book  upon  coarse  fishing. 


"Ben"  says  I  was  asked  to  book  a  prize  of  a  silver 
albert  for  the  competition  of  Nov.  4  by  a  competitor  at 
Richmond,  but  I  failed  at  the  last  moment  to  catch  the 
name  of  the  donor  of  society.  Will  the  gentleman  who 
notified  the  offer  to  me  please  communicate  at  onoe, 
and  I  would  thank  him  most  kindly  ? 


The  last  chrysanthemum  show  of  the  century,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  National  Chrysanthemnm  Society,  will 
be  held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  next  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday.  There  will  be  giant  blooms  of  chrysanthe- 
mums, winter  flowering  plants  for  the  Christmas  seaaon, 
baskets  of  autumn  foliage  and  fruit. 

 >  »  >  •  <  

Mr.  L.  Chaplais,  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the 
Lychoobite  Angling  Society,  and  their  host  at  head- 
quarters, has  been  confined  to  his  bad  during  the  past 
tortnight,  suffering  from  a  very  severe  attack  of  influenza. 
I  called  in  at  the  Ben  Jonson  to-day,  and  found  him  much 
better,  and  hope  to  see  him  about  again  in  a  few  days. 


The  other  day  I  chanced  to  overhear  two  City  con- 
stables arguing  about  fishing,  and  one  of  them  (nationality 
doubtful)  gravely  assured  his  comrade  that  the  largest 
pike  ever  C9.ught  in  England  was  captured  in  the  Lakes  of 
Killarney.  All  right,  Mr.  Policeman ;  I've  got  your 
number ! 


Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  writes :  "  There  was  a  big  crowd  at 
the  Peckham  Brothers  A  S.  smoker  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Councillor  Streeton  chairman,  snpported 
by  Messrs.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  F.  Newton,  W.  Mackrill, 
&o.  Good  talented  artistes  and  my  fishing  trips  by 
S.E.R.,  which  contained  many  new  slides,  were  well 
received." 


Reference  was  made  last  week  to  a  most  sensational 
accident,  resulting  in  the  death  of  three  young  men,  which 
occurred  nsar  Penybont  on  Nov.  20.  Further  particulars 
are  given  in  the  Hereford  Times.  At  this  time  of  the 
year  a  good  many  salmon  come  up  the  river  Ithon,  and  it 
is  a  very  common  although  an  illegal  practice  for  young 
men  and  others  to  search  the  river  at  night  by  torchlight 
ia  the  hope  of  catching  a  few  fish.  It  appears  that  such 
a  party  was  formed  at  Dolswjdd,  Penybont,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  the  patty  consisting  of  Mr. 
Llojd,  Dolswydd  (a  much  respected  farmer,  his 
sons,  and  Mr,  Ted  Button,  of  Penybont.  The 
night  was,  perhaps,  the  darkest  we  have  have  had 
this  winter  and  probably  this  was  partly  the  cause  of  tho 
accident  we  have  to  record.  How  long  the  fiehing  had 
been  going  on  it  is  not  said,  but  somewhere  about  10  o'clock 
a  most  serious  mishap  occurred  to  the  party,  the  result 
being  that  three  of  the  young  Lloyds  were  drowned.  It  is 
thought  very  probable  that|one  of  the  young  men  saw  a  fish 
and  made  a  dash  for  it,  and  thus  got  out  of  his  depth,  and 
went  down  in  the  water. 


"  The  other  brothers  went  to  his  assistance,  and,  sad 
to  relate,  they  were  also  drowned,  the  father  and  others 
being  unable  to  do  anything  to  rescue  them.  The  names 
of  the  young  men  who  were  drowned  are  Thomas 
Lloyd  (the  oldest  son),  Joseph  Lloyd,  and  Hardy 
Lloyd,  and  they  form  part  of  a  family  of  five, 
one  _  son  and  one  daughter  (who  is  married)  still 
surviving.  The  bodies  were  not  recovered  for  a 
long  time  afterwards,  and  on  Wednesday  morning 
a  large  party  from  Llandrindod  went  down  to  join  in  the 
search.  Great  excitement  prevailed  throughout  the  dis- 
trict, and  much  sympathy  is  felt  with  the  bereaved 
relatives. 


The  "covers  will  be  lifted"  at  tho  Lychnobite  banquet 
on  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  1,  at  six  o'clock  sharp.  So  be 
in  time  ye  who  like  "  soup  "  hot.  The  chair  will  be  taken 
by  Dragnet. 


Decembee  1,  1900] 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIBTI. 
Thb  winter  season  of  this  society  was  inaugurated  on 
Monday  evening  by  the  customary  supper,  which  came  off 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  and  it  may  at  once  be  said 
that  from  beginning  to  end  it  was  a  brilliant  success. 
First,  the  company  assembled  was  a  record  one,  the 
number  being  only  one  short  of  a  century  ;  the  menu,  had 
been  carefully  arranged  by  the  entertainment  committee, 
and  was  highly  appreciated,  the  repast  being  capitally 
served  j  the  musical  part  of  the  programme  left  nothing 
to  be  desired,  and  the  large  gathering  of  members  and 
friends  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown,  a 
host  in  himself.  Mr.  C.  Butler  faced  the  genial  vice- 
president,  and  the  heads  of  the  remaining  tables  were 
taken  by  Messrs.  E.  K.  Foreman,  K.  C.  Blnndell,  Frank 
Ward,  and  the  hon.  secretary.  The  toasts  were_  few  but 
appropriate.  The  chairman  made  a  "  hit  "  in  giving  the 
health  of  the  Queen.  After  saying  all  sorts  of  good  things 
in  regard  to  our  Sovereign  Lady,  Mr.  Brown  ended  up  in 
this  wise:  "To  Victoria,  Empress-Queen  of  Greater 
Angle-land,  and  to  every  loyal  subject  on  every  rod, 
pole,  or  perch  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions  where  we  see 
the  jack  float,  or  where  we  know  the  Union  Jack  shall 
float."  This  happy  blending  of  things  connected^  with 
the  piscatorial  art  was  distinctly  clever,  and  the  sentiment 
was  wafndy  applauded,  the  toast  being  drunk  with  the 
greatest  enthusiasm,  for  anglers  are  most  devoted  subjects 
of  Her  Majesty.  Reference  was  made  to  the  absence  of 
the  president,  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings,  whose  infirmities 
prevented  his  occupying  the  seat  of  honour,  and  also  to 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Preston-Gardner  was  unable  to  be 
present  owing  to  an  illness,  from  which  all  fervently 
hoped  he  might  rapidly  recover.  In  proposing  the 
toast  of  "  The  Piscatorial  Society,"  the  chairman 
said  that  he  did  not  think  they  should  gauge  the 
welfare  or  power  of  a  society  like  theirs  by  the  number 
of  thousands  of  pounds  they  happened  to  have  in  the 
reserve  fund,  or  by  the  miles  of  strictly  preserved  water  they 
owned  where  fish  were  very  abundant  and  rose  freely,  or 
even  by  the  numerical  strength  of  the  society  itself  ;  the 
true  value  of  a  society  was  to  be  measured  by  the  good 
fellowship  which  existed,  and,  as  one  of  the  oldest 
amongst  the  Piscatorials,  he  could  safely  and  unhesi- 
tatingly assert  that  there  never  was  a  time  throughout  the 
society's  long  existence  when  good  fellowEihip  was  more 
dominant  than  it  was  at  present.  There  had  been  recruit- 
ing, and  it  was  happy  that  such  should  have  been  the  case, 
for  last  year  particularly  they  were  unfortunate  in  losing 
many  old  members.  But  those  who  had  joined  were 
capital  anglers,  and  he  was  glad  of  this,  for  he  believed 
that  the  brotherhood  of  angling  was  fosftered  more  by 
meeting  by  the  waterside  than  even  over  a  good  dinner  or 
a  tripe  supper  !  At  their  Monday  meetings  they  theorised 
and  recounted  experiences  amongst  the  fi:Qny  tribe,  and 
some  who  had  not  been  to  those  gatherings  would 
be  extremely  surprised  to  hear  what  members  did 
do.  They  had  a  power  of  dramatic  force  in  relating 
their  adventures  that  was  wonderful,  but  the  mar- 
vellous generally  happened  when  they  were  alone ! 
He  hoped  that  now  they  had  such  waters  aa  they  had  at 
Newbury  and  Uxbridge,  and  such  a  vision  in  the  very  near 
future  of  "  something  "  good  (he  could  not  tell  them  how 
beautiful  it  was),  their  numbers  would  increase,  the  same 
good  fellowship  continue  to  grow,  and  the  strength  of 
the  society  be  largely  added  to.  The  vice-chairman  (Mr. 
C.  Butler)  afterwards  gave  the  health  of  the  Chairman, 
which  was  drunk  with  musical  honours.  Mr.  Butler  bore 
testimony  to  the  chairman's  popularity  amongst  the 
members,  adding  that  he  was  a  good  all-round  angler,  a 
poet,  an  admirable  story-teller,  and  a  groat  wit.  The 
Chairman  proposed  the  Vice-Chairman,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  evening  was  spent  in  listening  to  a  most  enjoyable 
concert  under  the  capable  direction  of  Mr.  Sinclair 
Mantell.  The  artistes  were  Miss  Helen  Pettican,  Mr. 
Charles  Butler,  Mr.  Ivar  Foster,  and  Mr.  Wallig  Arthur. 
Encores  were  frequent,  and  the  company  appreciated  to 
the  full  the  admirable  programme  which  was  presented. 
On  Monday  next  a  paper  on  "  Winter  Roach  Baits  "  will 
be  read  before  the  members  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews. 
The  chair  will  be  taken  at  8.30  p.m.     M.  G.  B.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members  of  the 
society,  held  at  the  Restaurant  Frasoati,  Oxford-street,  W. , 
on  Wednesday,  Nov.  28,  at  8  p.m.  (Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  in 
the  chair),  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed.  The  hon.  secretary  read  reports  from  the 
society's  agents  at  the  following  stations :  Deal,  Whit- 
stable,  Scarborough,  Southend,  Ballycotton  (Ireland),  and 
Southwold;  and  also  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  W. 
Glassiogton,  reporting  fishing  off  Walmer  Castle  on 
Nov.  25,  with  two  friends,  taking  twelve  score  fine 
whiting  (best  l|lb.),  six  codling  (best  4yb.)i  and  a  cod  of 
9Jlb.,  the  latter  being  taken  by  Mr.  B.  W.  Cundy.  The 
following  experiences  were  then  given  by  members  present : 
Mr.  Cooper,  fishing  at  Deal  with  Mr.  J.  S.  Churchward, 
on  Nov.  24,  took  five  score  five  fish.  Mr.  Cooper,  fishing 
on  Nov.  26,  took  seven  score  (two  best  whiting  IJlb.). 
Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  reported  having  heard  that  Mr.  R. 
Gawley  had  taken  a  cod  of  12^1b.  at  Deal.  Mr.  Minchin 
reported  having  heard  that  Mr.  Minspriss  had  taken,  at 
Walmer,  159  whiting  (twenty-five  of  which  weighed 
between  lib.  and  21b.  each),  twelve  pouting,  and  a  cod  of 
7Jlb.  Mr.  Mignot,  at  Deal,  on  Nov.  22,  found  sport  poor, 
taking  only  thirty-six  fish,  thirty-five  of  which  were  taken 
on  mnssel.  The  hon.  secretary  and  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf, 
fishing  at  Leigh  on  Nov.  25,  found  sport  poor,  the 
hon.  secretary  taking  six  fish,  Mr.  2aehnsdorf  five  fish, 
and  the  boatman  one  fish.  The  best  fish  came  to  Mr. 
iZaehnsdorf ,  and  weighed  lib.  lloz.  Mr.  Graham  reported 
poor  sport  from  Southend  Pier.    On  Nov.  26  he  took  five 


flounders  between  Jib.  and  |lb.  each.  The  hon.  secretary 
announced  that  by  the  courtesy  of  the  authorities  of  the 
8.B.  and  C.  Railway  members'  privilege  tickets  to  Deal 
will  be  available  from  Fridajr  till  the  following  Tuesday 
inclusively  during  the  competition,  and  reminded  members 
that  Dec.  2  and  3  are  the  dates  fixed  for  the  postponed 
competition  ;  and  further  reminded  them  of  the  smoking 
concert  to  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  Deo.  5,  in  the 
Banqueting  Hall,  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street, 
at  8  p  m.  punctually.  Alfred  Allison,  Esq.  ("New 
Broom  ")  will  take  the  chair,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
attendance  will  be  a  record  one,  as  many  well-known 
artists  have  promised  their  services.  _  Any  members 
requiring  tables  reserved  for  them  and  their  friends  should 
send  in  their  names  to  the  hon.  secretary  or  any  member 
of  the  entertainment  sub-committee  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment  that  arrangements  may  be  made.  The  hon. 
secretary  farther  aimounced  the  news  of  the  serious  ill- 
ness of  Mr.  R.  0.  Preston  Gardner,  and  a  vote  of 
sympathy  with  a  hope  for  his  speedy  recovery  was  carried 
unanimously.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
and  the  usual  toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

'  As  stated  in  last  week's  report,  the  society  will  probably 
soon  be  changing  its  headquarters.  Several  rooms  have 
been  seen,  and  the  committee  have  now  selected  one  which 
they  consider  will  prove  suitable  to  the  society.  On 
Tuesday  evening  next  the  ordinary  meeting  will  be  asked 
to  decide  whether  or  not  this  room  shall  be  taken.  There 
is  not  sufficient  time  to  call  a  special  general  meeting 
according  to  the  rules  ;  it.is  hoped,  therefore,  that  every 
member  wUl  make  an  effort  to  attend  on  Tuesday  evening 
next  in  order  that  a  representative  vote  may  be  taken. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Clarke  presided  at  the  meeting  held  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  when  there  was  a  fair  attendance  of  members. 
The  results  of  fishing  were  not  up  to  the  average  doings, 
the  high  winds  and  rough  weather  experienced  not  being 
conducive  to  good  sport.  Some  had  been  fishing  and  had 
blanks.  Mr.  Saunders,  five  small  pike  from  the 
Colne,  which  he  returned.  Mr.  Gairdner,  bream  and 
roach  from  the  Stour.  Mr.  Wallington,  fishing  at 
Deal  with  two  friends,  for  a  couple  of  hours,  had 
fifty  fish  between  them,  codling,  conger,  &c.,  the 
weather  being  exceptionally  rough.  Messrs.  F.  A.  and 
P.  J.  Gray  had  roach  from  Laken  Heath.  Mr.  Gilbert 
had  28lb.  of  whiting  and  pout  from  Burnham,  all  very 
good  fish,  the  five  pout  4ilb.  Mr.  Beamont  had  some 
twenty  whiting  from  Burnham,  but  he  was  fishing  during 
a  gale  of  wind.  Mr.  Lloyd  a  similar  experience.  Mr. 
Borthwick,  twelve  flounders  from  Leigh,  two  being  over 
21b.  each.  Messrs.  Fosbrooke  and  Walker,  at  Leigh,  each 
had  one  dozen  flatfish.  Mr.  Woodruff,  seven  roach, 
weighing  31b.  4oz„  from  Bourne  End.  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker, 
twenty-tour  whiting  and  flatfish,  from  Burnham.  The 
tides  are  suitable  for  fishing  this  week-end  at  both 
Burnham  and  Leigh.  Finance  and  committee  meetings 
on  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  6.45  and  7  o'clock.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chair  followed  the  toast  of  "  The  Gres» 
ham,"  and  the  meeting  then  separated. 

J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec.) 
Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.G. 


LEVENSHULME  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  tenth  annual  dinner  al  the  above  society  was  held 
at  the  Pack  Horse  Hotel  on  Nov.  26,  when  a  company  of 
fifty-one  members  with  their  wives  and  friends  assembled 
to  partakfe  of  the  fare  provided  by  Host  Breakell.  After 
dinner  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Raeper, 
president,  supported  by  Mr.  Alfred  Smith,  vice-president. 
The  president,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  referred  to  the 
present  healthy  state  of  thij  society,  and  to  the  private 
library  which  was  in  process  of  being  formed,  many 
members  contributing  books,  one  generous  member  having 
intimated  his  intention  of  pre  senting  a  bookcase  sufficiently 
large  enough  to  hold  a  comfortable  collection  of  works 
dealing  with  the  sport.  Abtention  was  also  called  to  a 
new  case  containing  a  81b.  king  carp,  caught  by  Mr.  W. 
Sargent  in  the  society's  private  waters.  The  chairman 
then  proceeded  to  distribute  the  prizes  to  the  winners  in 
the  championship  matches,  Bllr.  A.  D.  SiddaU  securing  the 
custody  of  the  championship  cup  along  with  a  handsome 
case  of  cutlery  in  lieu  of  tliie  gold  medal,  the  remaining 
prizes  being  dealt  with  in  rotation:  Second,  J.  D.  Sykes  ; 
third,  F.  S.  Woodward,  fourth,  J.  Wayne;  fifth,  T. 
Tully;  sixth,  W.  Bealey;  Mr.  TuUy  winning  also  the 
specimen  medal  for  heaviesl:  fish  caught  in  the  matches. 
A  pleasing  function  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation 
to  Mr.  W.  T.  Coates  of  a  handsome  marble  clock, 
accompanied  with  a  purse  of  gold  subscribed  by  his 
brother  members  as  a  tohen  of  esteem,  and  for  the 
valuable  services  rendered  over  a  number  of  years  as 
financial  secretary.  In  askLag  Mr.  Coates  to  accept  the 
testimonial,  Mr.  Raeper  refjirred  in  feeling  terms  to  the 
work  done  by  the  financial  secretary,  and_  paid  a  high 
tribute  to  his  energy.  Mr.  Coates  replied,  thanking 
heartily  the  members  for  theiir  appreciation  of  his  efforts, 
and  trusted  that  he  would  all  rays  have  their  good  opinion. 
The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  the 
ladies  taking  full  share  of  the  honours.  Mrs.  Southern, 
who  has  a  charming  voice,  sai  ig  with  much  taste  and  finish 
"  The  Carnival,"  "  Killarney,"  and  "The  Jewel  of  Asia." 
The  gentlemen  who  contributed  were  Messrs.  Davies, 
Boyd,  Haigh,  Linney,  Osborne,  and  Dodd.  Much  of  the 
enjoyment  of  the  evening's  etntertainment  was  due  to  the 
latter  gentleman  for  his  services  at  the  piano.  Mr. 
Leonard  Clarkson  was  the  cuuse  of  much  humour  by  hie 
recitations,  which  included  this  "  Motor  Car"  and  Hickory 
Wood's  parody  on  "The  Absent-Minded  Beggar"  ;  Mr. 
Boswell  likewise  introduced  plenty  of  mirth  with  his 


Lancashire  readings.  Members  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  our  esteemed  veteran,  Mr.  Harrop,  notwithstanding 
he  is  now  in  his  eightieth  year,  attended,  and  did  his  share  in 
his  own  quaint  manner.  Papers  will  be  given  during  th« 
winter  by  Messrs.  Raeper,  Boswell,  Harrop,  and  Pendrigh. 
Several  muaioal  evenings  have  also  been  arranged  by  the 
friends  of  Messrs.  Mayor  and  Woodward. 

Pkndeioh  (Hon.  Sec). 


CRYSTAL  PALACE  COMPANY. 

IMPORTANT   TO   MEMBERS   OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

In  order  that  the  members  of  London  angling  clubs  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  viewing  from  time  to  time  the 
interesting  and  instructive  experiments  in  fish  hatching 
and  rearing  now  being  carried  out  in  the  building  and 
grounds  of  the  Crystal  Palace  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society  of  Experimental  Pish  Culture,  and  to  facilitate 
their  seeing  the  various  horse,  dog,  poultry,  llower,  fruit, 
and  vegetable  shows,  the  great  athletic  meetings,  including 
football,  cricket,  cycling,  hockey,  polo,  skating,  and 
lacrosse,  the  concerts  and  bands,  the  great  Central 
Transept  entertainments,  the  cafe  ohantant,  the  fireworks 
and  the  fountains,  the  carnivals  and  Cinderella  dances, 
the  new  and  important  series  of  natural  history  tableaux, 
including  the  immense  jungle  and  Charlie,  the  enormous 
elephant,  and  the  thousand-and-one  other  items  that  go  to 
make  the  Palace  a  unique  place  of  entertainment  and 
invaluable  education,  at  the  least  possible  expense,  the 
company  have  decided  to  issue  transferable  yearly  season 
tickets  at  a  charge  of  £2  2s.  each,  from  the  1st  of  every 
month,  to  the  London  angling  clubs,  through  the  secre- 
taries. These  tickets  are  available  whenever  the  Palace  ie 
open  to  the  public  ;  they  admit  any  member,  or  the  wife 
of  any  member  of  the  club  to  which  they  are  issued,  upon 
such  person  presenting  one  of  them  at  any  of  the  entrances ; 
but  such  person,  when  admitted,  must  retain  possession  of 
the  ticket  whilst  in  the  Palace  or  grounds,  and  until  he  or 
she  shall  leave  the  Palace  or  grounds  no  other  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  be  admitted  by  it. 


ilofes  from  f^c  ^ort^. 

The  Salmon  Fisheries  Commission  resumed  its  sittingi 
in  Edinburgh  on  Nov.  24,  when  some  evidence  was 
heard  mainly  in  the  angling  interest.  Among  others 
examined  were  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  with  regard  to  the 
Tay,  and  Mr.  D.  Shaw,  clerk  to  the  Ness  District  Board. 

Both  are  experts  in  their  respective  districts,  and  in 
different  ways  arrived  at  a  common  observation  that  the 
back-end  netting  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  the  season 
did  for  the  salmon  supply  in  these  rivers. 

Sheriff  Robertson,  Aberdeen,  last  week  sentenced  a 
poacher  to  forty  days'  hard  labour  for  an  attack  on  a  game- 
keeper in  a  plantation  near  Kintore,  on  the  Don.  A  fine 
of  303.  would  have  been  nothing;  but  to  send  him  to 
prison  without  the  option  of  such  will  teach  him  to  keep 
his  feet  under  him  in  future. 

The  rivers  have  been  in  flood  now  for  some  ten  weeks 
running  with  slight  abatements.  The  spawning  season  is 
now  at  its  height,  and  those  who  have  secured  ova  for 
hatchery  purposes  are  all  right,  but  those  who  have  been 
waiting  will  again  have  lost  their  chance.  The  earl^  bird 
catches  the  worm  in  this  more  than  in  anything  else  in  the 
domain  of  pisciculture.   

A  remarkably  fine  specimen  of  the  fish  known  as  the 
greenbone  was  picked  up  on  the  shores  of  the  Tay  last 
week,  and  is  now  being  shown  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Sim, 
Broughly  Perry,  prior  to  being  handed  over  to  the  Dundee 
Museum.  It  is  thirty  years  since  a  greenbone  was  last 
found  in  the  Tay.  ____ 

Miss  Grizel  G.  Riddell-Carre  had  a  fine  salmon  of  181b. 
on  the  Boldside  water  of  the  Tweed  on  Friday  last— her 
maiden  fish.  ____ 

The  remains  of  the  late  Sir  Alexander  J.  Dunbar  were 
laid  in  the  Auldearn  churchyard  on  the  banks  of  the 
Lossie  on  Nov.  22,  amid  all  the  marks  of  a  grief - 
stricken  and  sorrowing  community. 


The  Brooks  will  case  was  up  in  the  English  cotirts,  and, 
from  the  turn  things  have  taken  there,  there  will  be  no 
opposition  allowed  to  the  proving  of  the  late  baronet's 
most  eccentric  last  disposition  of  his  millions ;  but  the 
Scotch  action  will  serve  the  purpose  almost  equally  aa  well. 


Mr.  Alexander  Copland,  the  Convener  of  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Board  Salmon  Fishings,  valued  at  £40,000,  has 
been  defeated  at  the  Harbour  Board,  and  accordingly 
resigns  a  post  which  was  no  sinecure  in  Mr.  Copland's 
hands.  He  is  to  give  evidence  in  favour  of  the  obnoxious 
"horse"  not  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  before  the  Royal 
Commissioners,  and  ?vill  no  doubt  make  the  best  of  his 
case  Special  Scotch. 


We  have  received  from  the  Turf  Steam  Press  Office,  7, 
Hunter-street,  Liverpool,  their  handy  little  volume, 
"  M' Call's  Facing  Chronicle,"  price  Is.  6d.,  which  we 
feel  sure  all  fishermen  can  peruse  with  profit  to  them- 
selves in  the  near  future. 
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Iprovindal  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  notes  were  forwarded  some  of  our 
members  have  been  busy  pike  fishing.  We  have  had  a  few 
very  nice  fine  diys  for  the  time  of  tde  year,  aod,  as  every- 
thing was  fav.)urable  for  the  sport,  a  number  of  our 
members  who  have  parmission  to  fi  h  certain  private 
waters  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  presented  to 
them.  A  party  of  gentUmen  visited  Oof  ton  Reservoir  at 
aarnt  Crreen  and  succeeded  in  takiog  several  good  fish 
The  largest  taken  was  a  splendid  fi^h  of  18flb.,  which  was 
tafeen  with  the  spoon  bait  by  Mr.  G  Thompson.  The  fish 
was  handed  over  to  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  70,  Edgbaston-street, 
who  has  forwarded  it  to  Cooper,  of  London,  to  be  set  np 
and  when  It  returns  to  Birmingham  wUl  be  seen  at  the 
Bodega  Temple-street.  Several  smaU  pike  have  been 
taken  during  the  last  few  days  from  the  Blythe  the 
largest  turning  the  scale  at  61b.  Pike  fishing  on  the 
bevern  and  Avon  so  far  has  been  rather  poor  but 
with  good  weather  better  results  are  anticipated 
as  several  good  fish  have  been  noticed  to  be  on 
the    feed.     Pike    fishing    in    the    preserved  water 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

at  Stratford  promises  this  season  to  be  good  as 
soon  as  there  is  a  little  more  colour  in  the  water, 
which  at  pregent  is  very  fine  for  the  time  of  the 
year.  Some  very  good  roach  and  dace  have  been  tak«n 
from  the  Severn  at  Hampton  Lode  and  down  the  river  to 
Arl-y  Perch  fishing  has  been  fair  on  the  Avon,  the 
Wg-Bt  fish  being  taken  with  the  minnow.  We  hav« 
another  new  c'ub  form«d  in  Birmingham,  which  has  made 
application  to  ]  >in  the  Aesociation.  The  club  is  called  the 
Neohel  s  Green  Society,  and  is  held  at  the  New  Inn, 
Nechellg  Park  Rnad.  They  have  already  about  fifty 
members  on  their  books,  and  they  look  like  making  a  first- 
oldss  club.  On  Tuesday  evening  last  they  held  their  first 
annual  concert,  which  was  well  attended,  and  a  decided 
success.  Several  of  our  old  clubs  are  having  their 
annual  concerts  and  dinners,  or  what  you  may  term 
their  gatherings     The  Gun  Society  hold  their  annual 

mu''®A'n°o  -^""^^y."^^''  ^^^^^  Inn.  Bath-street. 

Ihe  AH  Saints  Society  seem  to  be  dissatisfied  with  some 
ot  the  waters  rented  by  the  society,  as  during  the 
past  season  they  have  been  anything  but  satisfactory. 
Yery  high  rents  have  been  paid,  and  the  sport 
obtained  has  not  been  equal  to  that  which  can  be  had  in 
the  open  and  free  waters  near  to  Birmingham.  Under  the 
circumstances  I  should  advise  the  club  to  seriously  con- 
sider the  matter  before  they  again  rent  the  waters  for  the 
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ensuing  year.  On  Monday  evening  last  Mr.  H.  W  Miller 
presented  a  silver  lever  watch,  given  by  Mr.  Sam  Marshall 
ot  the  Oak  Society,  to  Mr.  Stone,  Jan.,  for  the  largest 
perch  taken  during  the  season.  After  the  presentation  a 
special  concert  was  held,  which  made  np  a  very  enj  lyable 
evening.  Our  clubs  ar«  now  very  busy  in  settling  up  their 
accounts  after  which  the  annual  general  meetings  will  b( 
held,  and  from  what  I  hear  some  changes  are  to  be  mad( 
in  presidents  and  secretaries.  In  some  instances  this  wil 
be  found  advisable,  as  I  know  of  a  few  clubs  when 
ch mges  in  the  direction  indicated  would  d  i  a  great  amount 
of  good  and  benefit  the  socirtieg.  The  half-yearly  sob 
scription  is  now  due  to  the  Birmingham  Associition  Th< 
Midland  Railway  travelling  cards  for  the  Birminghari 
Association  are  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  but  the  cardi 
for  the  Provincial  Association  are  being  delayed  owing  U 
the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  not  having  complete* 
the  list  of  new  fares  and  stations,  but  these  will  be  to  ham 
in  a  few  days,  when  the  cards  will  be  printed  forthwit] 
and  forwarded  to  the  branches  before  the  end  of  tin 
present  year. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

Roach  fishing  has  considerably  improved  during  the  lasi 
few  days,  and  some  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made  oi 
most  waters.   The  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  thi 
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Aberdeen.— Wm.  Beown,  64,  George-at. 


iinwick  — Habdt  Bbos.,  L.  a  N.  British 
Works.  

Ampthill.— Ed.  White,  Market. 

Ajidover,  Hants. — E.  Chambbblain. 


Aahbonrne.— D.  and  w.  h.  Postbb. 


Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Rows,  62, 

 High-street. 

Beccles.— B.  Tilnbt  &  Son. 

Belfast.— J.  Beaddeli,  a  Son,  21,  Castle- 

 ^  place. 

Birmingnam. — Samuel  B.  Aij.pobt, 
60,  Whittall-street. 
0.  Bov?LKB,  9,  Thomas-at.,  Vanghan-st. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-at. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
James  Morgan,  2 J,  Aaton-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-atreet. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul's-sqnare. 
W.  H.  Ryder  &  Sons,  1,  Porohester-at. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hiU. 


Bishop  Auckland  — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fiahing  Bod  and  Tackle  Worka. 

Blackburn. — James  Gbegson,  Penny  at. 

Bolton.— W.  Bleaklet,  83,  Newport-at. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dtbb,  19  ft  20,  Queen- 
atreet. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundrt  &  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufaotnrera. 
William  James. 
George  Kenwat. 
W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth  Wells^— Septimus  Pbicb,  12, 
High-street. 
W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Depot. 

Burton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens.  

Cardiff.- E.  Richardson,  "Silver  Fish," 
Bridge-street. 
JWilliam  Da  vies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 
Carlisle.— B.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell  — J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch, 
comb-street. 
Ogden  &  ScoTFORD,  PittviUe.  [Whole- 
aale  &  Betail.] 

Qiudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Teumam. 

Olitheroe. — Thomas  Bobinson,  3,  Wea- 
leyan-road. 

Darlington.— J.  P.  Smtthe. 

Derby.— T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-at. 
Dublin.— C.  Webkes  ft  Co.,  26  ft  27, 
 Eaaei-qnay.  [Wholesale  ft  Betail.]  ' 

Edinburgh.— Hardy  Bros.,  5,  South  St.' 
 David-street. 

Eton. — Cecil  Howlett. 
Bambridge. 


Exeter.- W.  Osboene,  251,  High-atreet. 
E.  F.  Peickman,  12,  North-street. 


Ermouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby -terrace. 

Fairford,  Qlos.— Samuel  Buegb. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  Weat  Thnraton. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salingee,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings.— Dowsett,  a.  C,  lO,  York 
Buildings. 


Henley-on-Thames. — Mead,  Stanley, 
Dnke  street. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22i,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford.- SiMSON  &  Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull.— H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-atreet. 


Hungerford. — Fbeeman  Beos.,  Bridge- 
atreet. 


Inverness.— J.  Geaham  ft  Co.,  27, 

Union-atreet. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-atreet. 


Killamey.— T.  McCarthy,  Main-atreet. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.- S.  Peebott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  E.S.O.— 

E.  T.  Williams,  Lngg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.b.Bichabd- 

son,  67,  High-street. 
J .  E.  Willingham,  35,  High-street. 

Langholm. — J oe  Andbeson,  59,  High-at 

Leamington  Spa,— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds.— LiNSLBY  Beos.,  10,  Commeroial- 
atreet. 

C.  J.  Brooks,  43,  Park-lane. 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-atreet. 

Leicester.— H.  Clark  ft  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 


Leybum,  Yorks— J.  P.  Lton,  Post 

Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestob,  George-atreet. 

[Wholesale  ft  Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andeews  &  Paskinbon,  36, 

Melville-street. 
M.  Barnes,  1,  St.  Swithin'a-sqnare. 
J.  W.  Walkee,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  —  W.   Ramsbottok,  14b, 

North  John-atreet. 
H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-atreet. 
B.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-atreet. 

London. — T.  Aldeed,   llO,  Edg ware- 
road,  N.W. 
Alfeed  ft  Son,  20,  Moorgate-atreet 
E.C. 

P.  Anstiss,  23,  First-street,  Walton, 
street,  S.W. 

Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Net- 
ting Hill. 

W.  Babtlket  ft  Sons,  11  ft  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 


London— Con«n«8d. 

Benetpink  &  Co.,  89,  90,  107  &  108, 

Cheapside,  E.C. 
J.  Beenabd  4  Sons,  5,  Chnroh-plaoe, 

Piccadilly. 
C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-atreet,  S.W. 
Carter  ft  Co.,  137,  St.  John-atreet- 

road,  E.C. 

B.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

Eaton  ft  Dbllee,  6  A  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Farlow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
Forrest  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 

J.  GiLLETT,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

Haedy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch; 

61,  Pall  Mall. 
J.  W.  Hatton,  216,  Cambridge-road, 
E. 

G.  W.  Hemenb  (late  A.  Bulmer),  62, 
I  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 

Holbbow  &  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 
Holboyd  Bros.,  59,  Graoeohuroh-street, 
E.C. 

G.  Little  ft  Co.,  63,  Haymarket, 
S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James's. 
Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 

Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  ft  Son,  40,  Gray's  Ina-road, 
W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Martin,  8,  Seymour-street, 
Euston-square. 

J.  BicHAEDSON  (late  of  Dunhill's),  123, 
Euston-road,  N.W. 

Mrs.  SowEBBUTTS,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston-square,  W. 
P.  T.  Williams  ft  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 

10,  Great  Qneen-atreet,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Gbach,  Fanoy  Beposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Qneen-atreet. 

Macclesfield.— J.  H.  Pbaen,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Machynlleth,  —  B.  Pbaece,  Coventry 
House. 

Manchester.— W.  Chaubbes  ft  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Hardy  Beos.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

12  and  14,  Moult-st.,  Croas-at. 
E.  Eamsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slateb,  Stodman-at. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  B.  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
MuBTON.    [Wholesale  ft  Betail.] 
Thos.  Pape  27,  CoUingrwood-Btreet. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Feed.W.  Oookb 

Short  Bridge-street. 

Norwich  — A.  J.  Budd  54  London-at.  ; 

J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 


Nottingham.— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John- 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Snaaex-atreet. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-atreet. 

J.  Theaker,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  &  Co.,  1,  Susaex-atreet. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 


Oakham.— J.  E.  Whitehousb,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Mwket-st. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  ft  B.  Brooks,  62,  Southside-street. 
Heabdeb  &  Sons,  195,  Union-street. 

Reading.— J.  Pbrry  &  Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Redditch.— S.  Allcock  ft  Co.,  Standard 

Worka.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Bartlbkt  ft  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfred  Booker  &  Co.  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWABD  &  Son,  Waahford  Milla. 
W.  Vale  ft  Son,  Studley.  [Wholeaale 

only.] 

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames.— Oa.ynob  a 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
Etebaed  Eipley,  5,  King-atreet. 

Richmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Spbncbe, 
Finkle-atreet. 


Rothbury  — w.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULBBY. 


Scarborough.  —  Peank  Rhodes,  5, 
Nortti-  street. 
Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Huntreaa-row. 

Southampton.— Cox  ft  Macphbbsom 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  ft  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea.— B.  Evans  ft  Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Caatle  Bailey-at. 

Taunton.— Geobgb  Hinton,  Pore-at. 

Thrapston.- A.  Babgh,  Bridge-at. 

Torrington,  N.Devon.— J.  D.Bastabd, 

Torridge  House. 

Twickenham.— F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7 
London-road. 


Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L 

Andbbws,  High-street. 

Wolverhampton  —T.  Shakbspbabb,  9, 

Market-street. 


York.— H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportaman'a  Depot, 
i  Davy-frate. 
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Witham  have  been  extensively  patronised,  and  bags 
rnnning  Dp  to  91b.  and  101b.  have  been  made  with  the 
worm.  Local  anglers  have  also  been  busy  on  the  Glen 
and  Forty-foot,  and  the  Mount  Pleasant  drain  has 
reeponded  very  well.  Pike  fishing,  however,  continues  to 
attract  the  larger  share  of  attention.  The  streams  are  in 
firet-claes  condition  for  trolling,  and  sport,  though  not 
brilliant,  has  during  the  last  few  days  been  quite  up  to  the 
average.  In  the  Dogdyke  district  of  the  Witham  leveral 
brace  of  pike  have  been  captured,  the  heaviest  going  up  to 
81b.  Two  brace,  taken  from  the  Forty-foot,  weighed 
171b.,  and  another  rodster  landed  two  and  a  half  brace, 
weighing  15Jlb.,  the  best  scaling  61b.  Sport  on  the 
Welland  continues  brisk,  and  Market  Deeping  anglers 
especially  are  doing  very  well. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  anglers  are  now  filling  up  a  lot  of  their  time 
during  the  long  evenings  at  the  various  club-houses, 
where  annual  meetings,  dinners,  prize  presentations,  and 
other  interesting  functions  are  almost  of  nightly  occur- 
rence in  some  parts  of  the  city.  Some  of  the  clubs  have 
had  an  exceptionally  good  season,  others  a  fairly  good  one, 
whilst  a  few  of  them  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  their 
compeers,  con  equently  are  resuscitating  matters,  and 
remodelling  their  rules  for  another  venture  during  the 
forthcoming  season;  in  fact,  on  the  whole,  business  is 
very  briek  at  present  amongst  the  angling  fraternity. 
The  River  Hull  Angling  Society  held  their  annual 
meeting  at  the  Wtiice  Horse  Hotel  the  other  evening, 
and,  as  usral,  this  old-established  angling  club  reported 
the  past  season  a  fairly  good  one,  and,  having  a  good  r<>ll 
of  membership,  and  a  balance  of  over  six  guineas  in  hand, 
tieir  prospects  for  the  next  one  are  very  bright.  Mr.  John 
Dickenson,  their  popular  president,  was  again  re-elect(d 
for  the  season  1901,  to  be  assisted  in  the  vioe-ohair  by  Mr. 
H  Crow,  Mr.  T.  Kotherforth  being  elected  treasurer,  and 
Mr.  R.  Nicbnlson  hon.  sec,  with  a  strong  working  com- 
mittee, Mr.  G.  Skow  to  be  clerk  of  the  scales.  A  special 
meetirg  ia  arrang  d  fur  Monday  evening,  and  the  annual 
dinner  takes  place  on  Jan.  25,  at  the  above  hotel.  On 
Nov  23  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Hull  Corporation 
Emplo;  ei  Angling  Club  dined  together  at  the  H'  Ideraess 
New  Inn,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Clarkson, 
and  a  most  enthusiastic  and  ei  j  lyable  evenii  g  was  spent, 
during  which  several  prizes  were  awarded  ;  an^  the  Amal- 
gamation's Diamond  Jubilee  Challenge  Shield,  which  had 
been  won  twice  by  the  club,  was  also  on  t  xhibit.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Clarkson  recaived  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most  points  in 
the  matches  duiiug  the  past  season,  and  Messrs 
S.  Grayson,  James  Hatton,  and  £  Gledbill  the  three 
best  aggregate  prizes  tor  the  year.  The  members  of 
the  Albion  Angliog  Association  have  also  had  a  very 
successful  sea-'un,  and  meet  together  on  Monday 
evening  at  the  Albion  Hotel  to  discuss  mine  host's  rabbit 
pie  and  other  luxuries  of  the  establishment,  also  on  other 
matters  appertaining  to  the  anglers'  beuffil;  during  the 
patt  a7<d  furthcoming  season.  And  on  Weduesoay  evening 
next,  Dec  6,  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
AESOcia<i  >n  hold  a  conncU  meeting  at  the  Qaei^n's  Hotel, 
when  several  important  matters  will  be  discussed.  Chair 
at  8  p  m.  Althongh  we  have  had  a  quantity  of  rain  in 
this  district,  our  local  river — the  Hull — has  been,  and  is 
still,  in  first-class  condition  for  either  roach  or  pike  fish- 
ing, and  during  some  of  the  fine  days  of  the  past  week 
some  very  fair  catches  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  made, 
several  of  the  fish  scaling  a  lb  and  over.  The  masses  of 
we''ds  that  had  accamulated  in  some  of  the  noted  roach 
swims  in  the  top  stretches  are  now  disappearing,  so  that 
our  local  anglers  will  soon  be  able  to  try  their  luck  in 
these  favourite  localities,  and  no  doubt  some  very  goud 
fibh  will  be  the  result.  Sjme  nice  takes  of  roach  have 
been  made  during  the  week  at  Soakeholme  and  Brigham 
with  pearl  barley,  and  at  Hnll  Bridge  and  Figham  paste  has 
accounted  for  some  very  good  fish.  Pike  are  also  furnishing 
sport  between  Hull  Bridge  and  Arram,  and  at  Aike, 
Arram,  and  Watton  btck-tnds  some  fair  oitches  of  perch 
have  been  made  with  worm.  Several  nice  pike  and  perch 
have  also  been  met  with  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal, 
between  the  Foulness  and  Sod  House  Lock,  and  as  the 
canal  is  in  nice  order,  the  stretch  between  Newport  and 
Broomfleet  should  pay  for  a  visit.  The  Derwent  is  now 
in  much  better  trim  in  the  lower  waters  at  Bubwith  and 
Wressle,  and  both  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  during 
the  week;  and  at  Stamford  Bridge,  Buttercrambe,  and 
Malton  some  very  fair  mixed  baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and 
grayling  have  been  made,  both  paste  and  red  worms  being 
taken.  On  the  river  Ancholme,  above  Brigg,  several  pike 
have  been  taken,  but  chiefly  by  residents,  few  of  our  local 
anglers  having  visited  that  district  recently. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

_  The  policy  adopted  by  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion of  separating  the  travelling  facilities  from  the  other 
attractions  of  the  association  is  certainly  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  The  prevailing  system  of  not  issuing 
privileges  granted  to  the  public  by  a  public  company 
unless  through  a  club  is  a  great  mistake.  That  bogus 
clubs  exist  there  is  no  doubt.  One  not  ten  miles  from 
Manchester  never  hold  a  meeting,  never  pay  any  sub- 
scription, and  anyone  can  go  free  on  the  roll  call.  All 
these  men  would  hononrably  pay  a  moderate  sum  for 
individual  membership,  but  object  to  the  ordinary  kind  of 
club  with  its  contests,  &q.  ,  for  their  idea  is  individual 
sport,  aid  not  match  fishing.  Rumour  is  busy  with  a 
report  that  some  Bolton  gentlemen  intend  publishing 
a  book  on  "netting,"  giving  full  instruciiuns  as 
to  the  best  way  to  do  the  work.  They  think, 
with  so  much  stocking  going  on,  that  the  infor- 
mation would  be  useful.  So  it  may ;  and  to  others 
besides  the  authorised  officials.  All  things  taken 
into  account,  perhaps  these  Bolton  gentlemen  had  better 
keep  this  valuable  information  to  themselves,  where,  of 


course,  it  is  useful,  and  certainly  won't  be  abused.  The 
Barton  Angling  Society  are  persevering  steadily  with  their 
work,  and  trying  to  make  the  club  attractive  and  efficient. 
At  the  same  time  the  prize  list  has  not  been  neglected  neither 
has  the  stocking  of  their  private  water,  which  recently 
received  a  large  consignment  of  very  fine  fish.  A  pleasing 
item  is  to  hand  from  Levenshulme.  The  local  angling 
society  at  the  last  meeting  decided  to  establish  a  library  in 
connection  with  the  club.  Not  many  such  libraries  exist 
at  present.  A  few  months  ago  Warrington  decided  to 
start  one,  but  previous  to  that  only  the  Manchester 
Anglers'  Association  and  the  Kingfishers,  Salford,  were 
generally  known  as  possessing  such  institutions.  The 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association  have  feoured  a  length  of 
the  river  Gowy,  which  is  admittedly  far  better  than  the 
portions  they  are  rd  nquishing.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
newly  organised  supplementary  society  will  be  held  next 
Tuesday  evening,  and  the  executive  are  looking  for  good 
results  from  the  system  of  allowing  the  subscription  to 
be  paid  by  easy  instalments.  The  match  fishing  season  is 
dying  hard  in  Liverpool.  Just  at  present  there  are  several 
down  for  decision,  ard  others  quite  reo«ntly  negotiated. 
The  death  of  Mr.  Woolfall  has  caused  general  regret 
throughout  the  city  of  Liverpool. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

One  by  one  our  old  friends  are  b?ing  taken  from  us,  and 
we  are  left  to  mourn  over  our  loss.  The  lastest  bereavement 
occurred  last  week,  too  late  for  notice  in  these  notes,  but 
we  now  hasten  to  write  a  few  words  to  record  our  sense  of 
the  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Henri  Straker  was  held  in  this 
ci'y.  At  all  times  ready  to  further  anything  in  the 
piscatorial  lino,  it  is  bo  wonder  that  ho  was  so 
generally  known  and  respected  by  all  classes.  With  a 
repertoire  of  quaint  songs  and  a  budget  of  g^od  yarns, 
he  was  welcome  in  any  gathering  of  anglers.  When 
we  are  summoned  hence,  may  we  all  die  leaving  as  few 
enemies  as  he  did.  Oo  Siturday  last  be  was  lail  to  rest 
in  the  Southern  Cemetery  by  many  friends,  nne— Mr. 
Peacock— ac'nally  assisting  to  lower  the  ccffio.  The 
following  also  attended  :  Messrs.  Pendrigh,  Peacrck, 
Turner,  and  Bibby,  of  the  C  P  A.  A.  ;  and  J.  Challoner, 
J.  Fletcher,  S  Croushaw,  and  J  Frawley,  of  the  Hulme 
Crown  Angling  Scciety.  The  WorsUy  Canal  Fishery  was 
(  fficially  represf  nred  by  the  secretary,  and  there  were  six 
of  his  old  shopmates  to  complete  th^  funeral  party.  His 
faithful  chum,  Mr.  F.  Brierley,  made  satisfactory  arrange- 
meota  for  a  funeral — suitable  and  unostentatious.  The 
Victoria  Angling  Society,  Longsight,  have  fixed  on  F-  iday, 
Dec  7,  as  the  date  of  their  annual  meeting.  In  addition 
to  the  ordinary  routine  of  an  annual  mee'iog,  several 
iems  are  do'^n  on  the  agenda  of  an  exceptionally  impor- 
tant character,  and  will  be  discmsod  and  disposed  of. 
The  Moss  Side  S  icials  have  b»en  doing  a  little  netting, 
and  in  oonsi  quence  about  400  good  -  sized  fish  were 
obtained — peron  up  to  Ijlb.,  dace  to  |lb.,  and  three  pike, 
one  lUb.  The  next  meeting  is  of  extreme  importaace, 
and  every  member  is  exp  -oted  to  be  present.  The 
secretary,  in  his  usual  "  winning  way,"  calls  attention  to 
Rules  11  aiid  12  On  Saturday  last  the  C  P  A.  A.  trans- 
ferred to  the  Irlam  waters  about  800  fish,  the  consign- 
ment including,  besides  roach,  200  perch,  some  fine  tench, 
and  a  few  bream.  One  of  the  percn  would  be,  says  the 
report,  fully  3ib  Another  consignment  was  advised  for 
the  29  h,  also  for  Irlam  waters  and  a  further  consignment  is 
advised  for  to-day  (Wednesday)  for  the  Po}nton  Canal.  The 
new  water  committee  are  Messrs  G  Yates,  A  Turner,  Fair- 
clough,  Hampton,  Bibby,  and  Driver,  and  they  urge  the 
members  to  take  an  interest  in  the  stocking  operations  by 
turning  up  to  look  at  the  fish  turned  in  from  time  to 
time.    This  is  a  very  reasonable  request  to  mike. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Pike  are  still  feeding  well  in  most  parts  of  the  county, 
and  some  very  good  batkjts  have  been  obtained.  The 
best  catch  this  season  so  far  is  that  of  Mr.  D.  Wilton,  of 
Maidenhead,  and  party,  who  have  been  staying  the  last 
week  at  the  Ferry  Hotel,  Horning.  On  Tuesday  they 
caught  eleven  pike,  on  Wednesday  twenty-eight,  on 
Thursday  twelve,  and  on  Friday  twelve.  Among 
those  taken  on  Friday  was  a  fine  specimen  of 
251b.,  which  measured  43in.  in  length  and  20in.  in 
girth.  This  was  oiught  on  Woodbastwiok  Broad. 
Mr.  W.  Miles,  of  Birmingham,  who  has  been  staying 
at  Salhouse  the  last  month,  has  had  thirty-four 
fish  up  to  101b.  each.  Other  anglers  have  had  fair  catches, 
and  with  settled  weather  there  are  prospects  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  good  sport. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Heavy  rain  descended  on  Wednesday,  and  our  anglers 
were  anticipating  a  further  rise  of  their  favourite  river, 
the  Trent.  Before  the  downpour  the  water  was  fining 
down,  and  thus  holding  out  inducements  to  the  pike  fisher, 
who  is  ever  on  the  alert  for  a  favourable  opportunity.  On 
the  Shardlow  stretch,  on  the  22nd,  Mr.  J.  Greaves,  of  the 
Wellington  Society,  ran  and  landed  a  brace  of  fish 
scaling  within  a  fraction  of  201b.  ;  and  on  Tuesday 
he  caught  another  exceeding  7ib,  On  the  same  day, 
using  the  tail  .end  of  the  lobworm,  Mr.  R  S  Saaw 
creeled  a  grand  lot  of  roach,  and  roach  and  obub  were 
taken  by  Mr.  H.  Coxon.  Pike  on  Tuesday  were  secured 
at  Kelham  by  Mr.  J.  CuUen  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley,  and  a 
few  days  previously  six  were  killed  by  the  brothers  West 
and  Mr.  Spowage  ;  the  heaviest  scaled  9^1b.  Bream  and 
roach  have  been  affording  fair  sport  to  the  worm  at 
Wiiford,  and  heavy  bags  of  roach  have  con:e  to  hand 
from  Sawley  and  Cavecdish  Bridge.  Rjach  are  now 
in  splendid  oondicion,  and  they  seem  to  prefer  the 
worm  to  any  other  kind  of  bait.  Members  cf  the 
City  Piscatorials  fished  another  of  their  pegged-down 
matches  at  Barton  on  Saturday  afternoon.  Ten  took 
part  for  valuable  prizes,  the  gift  of  friends.  Nothing  but 
roach  afforded  sport,  and  the  first  prize  fell  to  the  skill  of 


Mr.  W.  Griffiths.  He  had,  in  two  hours,  six  fish,  weighing 
21b.  14ia.  The  second  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Wootton,  with 
21b.  3§oz. ;  and  the  third  by  Mr.  Powell.  The  annual 
dinner  of  the  Wellington  Society  is  fixed  for  Deo.  13.  when 
it  is  expected  that  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  Bart.,  of  Stoke 
Hall,  near  Newark,  will  preside. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
We  have  not  had  that  nice  touch  of  frost  which  is 
needed,  but  nevertheless  there  has  been  some  fair  sport, 
speaking  generally.  The  Trent  has  yielded  some  nice 
dishes,  and  one  in  particular  included  a  roach  of  lib  6.z., 
another  of  lib.,  and  a  third  of  ab  mt  Jib  ;  several  good 
bream,  and  a  few  dace.  The  Witham,  near  Kirketead,  has 
also  produced  some  exceedingly  nice  roach,  thonsh  of  no 
special  size.  Excellent  fishing  is  now  being  bad  in  Ulley 
reservoir,  belonging  to  the  Rotherham  Corporation, 
which  years  ago  was  the  home  of  some  remarkably  fine 
trout.  The  waters,  which  are  of  great  extent,  have 
remained  unfisbed  for  years  until  just  now,  when  the 
corporation  have  commenced  the  issue  of  season  tickets. 
Those  taking  advantage  of  these  have  had  a  capital  time, 
especially  among  the  pike,  and  individuals  have  accounted 
for  seven  or  eight  in  one  day,  some  running  up  to  81b.  or 
91b.  There  are  also  other  good  coarse  fish,  and  fall 
advantage  will  be  taken  of  the  opportunity  to  fish  such  a 
good  water  so  close  home. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
Gloomy  skies,  easterly  winds,  and  frequent  rainfalls 
have  deterred  most  anglers  from  seeking  sport  of  late ; 
but  if  the  rods  have  been  idle,  not  so  the  nets  of  the 
poachers.  Taking  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  of 
Conservators  have,  owing  to  lack  of  funds,  discharged 
their  Shrewt bury  bailiff— a  faithful  though  inad- quately- 
paid  official — s  >me  of  the  old  hands  have  recently  vi  ited 
their  once  familiar  haunts,  a  few  miles  abovn  Shrewsbury, 
and  it  is  openly  stated  that  they  have  netted  out  some  fine 
1  ta  of  coarse  fich,  including  five  pikn,  weighing  io  all  about 
601b,  If  these  wea'her  and  law-defyingpersocs  would  con- 
fine their  attentions  to  the  netting  out  of  c  nb  and  pike  no 
great  harm  would  be  done ;  but  it  is  hardly  likely  that 
salmon,  trout,  and  other  species  of  fish  taken  would  be 
returned  to  the  water.  If  the  hoard  cannot  now  maintain 
one  bailiff  at  a  town  of  some  30  000  inhabitants  it  would 
seem  that  whatever  power  they  may  once  have  had  to 
accomplish  useful  work  is  practically  at  an  end.  In  the 
ab:'e)  cs  of  bai'iffs  it  is  safe  to  prophesv  that  next  spring 
thousands  (.f  samlets  will  be  destroyed  by  anglers  and  by 
netsmen,  and  thus  the  process  of  ruining  the  once  famous 
Severn  salmon  fisheries  will  continue  until  the  fish  are 
txtinct. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  lot  of  wet  has  fallen  during  the  week,  mostly  in  the 
evenings;  several  of  the  days  bting  fine  and  mild,  induced 
many  anglers  to  indulge  in  a  little  sport.  The  rivers  are 
high,  but  the  water  in  good  condition  for  arglin?,  and 
some  good  creels  of  fish  have  been  brought  home.  Messrs. 
E.  Tyler  and  H.  Hayes,  York  House  Club,  fishing  the 
Severn  at  Holt  Fleet,  caught  forty-five  chub  with  the 
blood  and  brains ;  several  other  anglers  did  well  wich  the 
same  bait.  Mr.  A.  Martin,  Berkeley  Arms  Club  ciught 
a  nice  lot  of  per  ih  with  the  worm.  Several  other  club 
members  caught  twenty  to  forty  roach  and  dace  with  ths 
maggot.  A  few  anglers  have  had  capital  sport  among  the 
pike  in  private  water ;  live  baits  and  the  spoon  were  u"ed, 
the  latter  doing  the  most  executi  n.  Very  few  have  fished 
the  Teme.  A  few  dace  were  taken  with  the  maggot,  and 
one  sportsman  caught  some  large  chub  at  Knigbtnick 
with  pith  and  greaves,  the  fish  being  in  grand  con:iuoa. 
Grayling  have  been  tried  for,  bat  they  seem  quite  off. 
They  have  had  some  weeks'  rest,  but,  with  the  water  fined 
down  and  colder  weather,  they  should  do  well. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
We  are  beginning  to  talk  and  to  read  about  angling 
dinners,  which  usually  set  in  during  the  dark  days  before 
Christmas  In  the  Minster  city,  the  Leeman-road 
Working  Men's  Club  partook  of  their  yearly  feast  at  the 
Jubilee  Hotel  on  the  night  of  Nov.  24.  After  the  old 
custom  of  cloth  removal  had  been  duly  observed,  there 
were  songa  and  toasts,  Mr.  W.  Powell  being  chairman, 
Mr.  Buckley  stated  what  the  club  had  done  and  hoped  to 
dj  now  that  the  membership  had  reached  nearly  sixty, 
there  being  a  good  prospect  for  the  coming  season.  Last 
season  there  were  two  matches  and  sweepstakes  for  £24 
and  special  prizes.  The  character  of  the  weather  lately 
has  not  offered  much  inducement  to  anglers  to  undertake 
fishing  expeditions  far  from  home,  and  no  wonder  things 
are  stiU  quiet  in  fishing  circles.  The  state  of  the 
rivers  has  improved.  The  Board  of  Conservators 
of  the  Esk  Fishery  District  met  in  Whitby  on 
Nov.  24,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J,  Robinson,  J. P. 
The  clerk,  Mr.  W.  Brown,  presented  the  yearly  statistical 
report,  which  contained  some  interesting  facts.  The 
number  of  licences  ismed  for  fishing  for  salmon  at  sea 
with  nets  had  been  fony,  and  6189  fish  were  caught,  of  an 
average  weight  of  5  1811b.  Three  net  salmon  fishing 
licences  for  the  river  produced  136  fish,  the  average  weight 
being  4  7olb.  Salmon  rrds,  129  licences;  fish  landed, 
486;  average  weight,  7  206  b.  Trout  licences,  598.  against 
501  last  year.  The  aggregate  weight  of  fish  caught  by  net 
at  pea  was  14  tons  Oeivt.  Iqr.  61b.,  the  value  being 
£1822  7s.  7d.  The  heaviest  fish  caught  by  rod  was 
recorded  as  being  one  of  20;b.,  and  by  net  23ilb.  The 
report  was  considered  a  most  satisfactory  one,  aad  it  was 
stated  that  the  Esk  was  In  a  very  good  condition,  and 
contained  a  large  number  of  fish.  "The  spawning  season 
was  an  exceptionally  good  one,  and  several  tons  of  tish  bad 
been  up  the  river. 


AjcebiOAN  Books. — A  catalogue  of  Americ&n  books  in  varloni 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Ssmpaon  Low,  Maraton 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dnnstan's  Honse,  Fettar-l&ne.  London. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
I«NORANT.— You  may  fish  from  the  pier  at  Sonthend  on 
Boxing  Day,  but  the  sport  _  procurable  on  that  or  any 
other  day  must  be  left  to  circutnstanoea  over  which  we 
have  no  control.  You  will  find  the  times  of  high  water  in 
the  F.  G.  of  Deo.  22. 


[Wt  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
esepressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

THE  GRANT  "  VIBRATION  "  ROD. 

Sib, — Re  correcpondenoe  in  F.  O.  the  Grant  Vibration 
Rod,  correspondence  in  your  valuable  paper  of  this  sort, 
in  my  opinion,  does  a  great  deal  of  good,  as  it  certainly 
helps  to  encourage  tests  (to)  and  trials  by  both  fishermen 
and  makers.  The  best  rod  ever  made  would  not  suit  all 
fishermen,  as  all  have  some  peculiarity  of  action  which, 
nnless  snitable  to  the  rod,  will  certainly  not  give  the  best 
results.  We  have  men  here  who  are  fishermen,  and  can 
oast  _  a  long  straight  line  with  trees  at  the  back  of  them, 
putting  the  fly  on  the  water  with  scarcely  a  ripple,  their 
rod  consisting  of  a  combination  of  ash,  &o.,  very  little 
better  than  an  ash  pole.  What  they  would  do  with  a 
really  good  rod  that  exactly  suited  their  style  of  casting 
I  do  not  know.  There  is  no  doubt  there  are  very 
good  rods  made  of  many  descriptions,  each  one  being  a 
taToorite  of  some,  who  are  able  to  do  more  with  it  than 
with  any  other. 

I  note  your  correspondent  "  W.  M.  N.,"  who,  by  the 
way,  writes  a  little  in  the  style  of  a  person  who  had  eat 
down  on  the  business  end  of  a  tin-tack,  speaks  of  the  price 
charged  for  the  Vibration.  I  think  if  the  price  is  really 
in  excess  of  its  value  as  a  rod  it  will  soon  die  out,  as  all 
things  of  the  sort  do.  I  would  also  remind  "  W.  M.  N.  " 
that  many  of  our  best  fishermen  are  not  grammarians, 
but  men  who  are  glad  to  see  persong  trying  to  improve 
our  weapons,  and  by  so  doing  improve  their  own  position. 
—Yours  truly,  W.  Powell. 

Brecon.  — - 

THE  "  GRANT  "  VIBRATION  ROD. 

DiAB  Sir,— As  an  admirer  of  the  "  Grant"  Vibration 
Rod,  and  in  view  oflthe  discussion  now  going  on,  perhaps  I 
may  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  some  space  in  your  excel- 
lent paper  for  a  few  remarks. 

To  my  mind  the  principal  question  raised  by  the  con- 
troversy seems  to  be  whether  these  rods  can  really  claim 
to  be  made  on  scientific  principles  or  are  merely  the  pro- 
ductions of  a  superior  workman  who  can  turn  out  a  good 
article  every  time.  To  most  intelligent  anglers  in  the 
north  who  have  seen  these  rods  constantly  produced  it  is 
quite  apparent  that  no  ordinary  methods  are  employed  in 
their  nianufaoture,  and  to  appreciate  their  ontstanding 
merits  it  ia  necessary  to  see  and  handle  them. 

The  extremely  light  feel  they  have  got  compared  with 
other  rods  of  similar  length  and  weight,  the  perfect 
action,  the  powerful  swing,  and  the  true  vibration,  which 
answers  every  movement  of  the  body,  and  passes  in  grace- 
ful, even  movements  along  the  rod,  go  more  to  impress 
one  with  their  greatness  than  any  arguments  that  can  be 
placed  on  paper. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  Mr.  Grant,  after  careful 
study  of  the  law  of  vibration  as  affecting  woods,  is  able  to 
embody  or  apply  this  law  in  his  fishing  reds,  and  with  a 
result  that  is  really  astonishing.  In  fact,  it  is  safe  to  siy, 
withoutjexaggeration,  that  in  the  "  Grant  "  Vibration  Rod 
we  have  an  article  that  is  as  perfect  as  wood  can  make  it.  The 
motion  imparted  by  the  angler  when  casting  is  trans- 
mitted so  proportionately  along  its  entire  length  that  no 
part  receives  any  undue  strain.  The  rod  in  its  entirety  is 
completely  governed  by  this  vibrating  principle,  and  obeys 
80  perfectly  that  a  breakage  under  ordinary  circnmstanoes 
is  almost  an  impossibility. 

How  Mr.  Grant  was  able  to  apply  this  law  so  success- 
fully is  a  secret,  and,  I  suppose,  must  remain  so  for  some 
time  at  least. 

Messrs.  John  Playfair  and  Song,  who  purchased  the 
patent  rights,  guarantee  to  turn  out  rodg  similar  to 
Grant's  make  in  every  way,  and  to  most  thinking  people 
it  would  appear  absurd  that  a  firm  of  such  standing  would 
give  a  good  round  sum,  as  I  understand,  for  the  power  of 
producing  a  rod  which  represents  nothing  in  itself  but  the 
mere  superior  work  of  a  clever  workman,  for  no  individual 
power  or  genius  can  be  bought  or  transferred.  This  should 
prove  oonolugively  that  the  "  Grant  "  Vibration  rods  are 
made  on  certain  lawg  or  principles,  and  that  these  laws  are 
natural,  and  therefore  scientific,  is  clear  to  anyone  who 
has  studied  these  rods.  Nothing  is  so  perfect  as  that 
which  conforms  to  the  laws  of  nature,  and  in  these 
Vibration  rods  we  have  an  excellent  example. 

With  reference  to  the  claim  of  superiority  put  forward 
by  some  anglers  for  the  "  Caatleconnell  Rod  "  on  account 
of  the  better  casting  record  displayed  by  Mr.  Enright,  the 
proprietor  of  this  rod,  in  his  advertisement,  it  would  be 
well,  before  coming  to  any  conclusion  in  this  matter,  to 
know  the  following : 

1.  Whether  the  style  of  cast  used  by  Mr.  Enright  was 
the  ordinary  overhead  one,  whereby  the  manipulator  is 
able  to  hold  some  6yds.  or  7yds.  of  line  coiled  in  the  hand, 
which  is  ultimately  pulled  out  by  the  throw  forward. 

In  the  Planet,  least  used  by  Mr.  Grant,  no  line  was 
thrown  out  but  what  had  previously  been  drawn  out  of  the 
water,  and  as  the  principal  test  of  a  rod  is  not  so  much  in 
its  throwing  as  its  lifting  power,  the  two  casts  are  not 
favourable  for  comparison.  As  an  example  of  what  the 
G.V.R.  is  capable  of  doing,  I  may  here  say  that  Mr. 
Grant  cast  off  the  graas  74yds.  of  line. 

"  In  point  of  fact,  all  there  was  on  the  reel  and  the  line 
fell  dead  true."   (See  Land  amd  Water,  Deo.  19, 1896.) 


*  2.  Whether  the  measurements  were  made  from  the  foot 
of  the  thrower  to  the  point  where  the  fly  fell,  ag  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Grant's  record  throw,  and  not  by  the  length 
of  line  thrown  forward— ae  in  many  cases  the  line  does 
not  fall  true. 

It  certainly  la  a  pity  that  the  price  asked  for  these  rods 
18  so  high,  as  this  will  place  it  beyond  the  means  of  the 
most  appreciable  class  of  anglers,  but  Messrs.  Playfair 
ought  to  be  the  best  judges  of  that.  Perhaps  they  may 
see  their  way,  after  the  "  men  of  money "  have  the 
opportunity  of  investing,  to  issue  a  cheap  edition  (so  to 
sptak)  for  the  benefit  of  less  fortunate  brethren  of  the  rod. 
With  apologies  for  the  space  I  have  taken  up  in  your 
valuable  paper,— I  am,  &c.,        Allan  MacDonald 

Inverness.   

EELS  ON  LAND. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent  "  H.  S.  "  laughs  at 
J        °^  °^         ^"it  nevertheless  they  do, 

and  if  he  likes  to  go  out  on  a  moor,  where  there  is  a  river 
m  which  eels  abound,  on  a  very  stormy  summer  night,  he 
probably  would  see  them  himself.  Where  I  used  to  live 
it  was  a  common  thing  to  hear  of  eels  being  seen  on  land 
at  nights.  I  quite  agree  with  your  correspondent 
Senex.  —Yours  faithfully.  Night-line 

EELS,  NOT  SNAKES. 

Sir,— I  should  think  if  "  H.  S.  "  had  carefully  read  the 
letter  by  "Senex,"  he  would  have  known  that  the 
creatures  referred  to  could  not  have  been  snakes,  for 

Senex  "  says  :  "  I  was  rather  alarmed  at  finding  myself 
walking  in  the  meadow  amongst  a  lot  of  writhing,  squirm 
ing  things,  which  I  took  for  snakes,  but  found  out  after- 
wards to  be  eels— big  ones,  and  dozens  of  them."  Nothing 
could  be  more  explicit.  I  see,  in  "  Concerning  Mistakes," 
in  your  last  issue,  the  writer  says  :  "  Even  this  desire  to 
correct  others  has  its  amusing  side,  and  I  have  known 
these  critical  gentry  end  in  making  even  worse  mistakes  •  " 
and  It  appears  to  me  when  "  H.  S.  "  says  :  "  No  doubt  what 
he  saw  was  snakes,"  thb  is,  no  doubt,  one  of  them.— 
Yours  truly,    Nota  Bene, 

ANGLESEY  SEA  FISHING.  ANOTHER  OPAH 
RECORDED. 
Dear  Sir, — After  weeks  of  gales  and  high  seas  we  have 
been,  for  the  last  few  days,  favoured  by  the  lightest  of 
off-shore  easterly  breezes,  and  with  clear,  starry,  moonless 
nights,  with  a  touch  of  frost  in  the  air,  the  whiting  have 
come  in-shore.  Ihe  few  long-liners  here  have  been  taking 
advantage  of  the  absence  of  swell  and  the  spring  tides  to 
try  for  a  few,  and  with  some  success. 

This  morning  a  large  fish,  a  very  rough  sketch  of  which 
I  enclose,  evidently  lost  its  way.  It  got  into  trouble  in  the 
Bballowing  water  just  opposite  our  windows,  and  was 
ultimately  left  high  and  dry.  Its  weight  has  been 
estimated  at  from  801b.  to  2001b.  j  I  should  fancy  it  is 
about  1001b.,  judging  by  the  weight  it  felt  when  keeping  it 
on  even  keel. 

I  should  much  like  to  know  the  species,  and  also  any 
Darticulars  you  could  spare  space  for,  if  it  is  in  any  way 
ikely  to  be  of  interest  to  other-  readers,  and  hope  the 
artistic  effort  I  send  yon  (and  an  effort  it  was)  will  enable 
you  to  see  what  it  is.  None  of  the  coastguards  or  men 
about  have  any  idea,  or  have  ever  seen  one  before.  It 
looks  of  the  sunfish  species,  but  the  tail  and  colour  are 
unlike  that  of  the  only  sunfish  I  ever  saw. — Thanking  you 
in  anticipation,  yours  truly,  John  A.  Fisher. 

[From  the  sketch  and  description  Mr.  Fisher  kindly 
sends  it  is  evident  that  the  stranded  fish  was  an  opah,  or 
king-fish  {Zeus  luna)—"  A  fish  as  beautiful  as  it  is  rare," 
according  to  Yarrell.  In  the  F.  G.  for  Sept.  23,  1899,  we 
had  a  picture  of  an  opah. — Ed.] 

RE  LOCAL  NAMES  OF  STONE  LOACH. 
Sir,— In  a  village  in  Glencairn,  Dumfriesshire,  noted  for 
its  local  worthies,  and  where  ae  thing  is  kenned  by  it's  ain 
name,  the  loach  is  cawed  a  "  bairdie,"  i.e.,  the  fish  with  a 
beard.  The  place  where  they  used  most  readily  to  be 
found  was  juist  through  Samel  Buchwannan's  yard,  and 
o'er  tae  the  back-watter.- Yours  truly,  Dakwhat. 

RE  ANGLERS'   ASSOCIATION   NETTING  AND 
RESTOCKING  FUND. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Nov.  12  the  finance  committee  recom- 
mended that  the  3  per  cent,  of  our  last  season's  income  be 
drawn  and  handed  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  netting 
fund.  On  Nov.  19  the  delegates  approved  of  the  recom- 
mendation, and  a  resolution  was  carried,  "that  3  per  cent, 
of  the  last  season's  income  be  drawn  (£11),  and  handed 
over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  netting  fund." 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  cheque  for  the  amount. 
An  acknowledgement  in  due  course  would  greatly  oblige. 

May  I  suBgest  that  a  few  lines  in  your  valuable  paper 
might  possibly  lead  to  a  little  support  from  persons  outside 
our  association,  especially  as  we  grant  £26  per  annum  to 
the  Thames  Restocking  and  Preservation  Societies,  and 
ajao  spend  annually  £48  in  protection  of  fish  life  in  the 
rivers  Lea  and  Stort,  and  do  not  in  any  way,  shape,  or 
form  receive  the  support  of  any  other  association  or 
society  outside  our  own. — Yours  respectfully, 
R.  G.  Woodruff, 
(Secretary  The  Anglers'  Association). 

[We  certainly  hope  that  Mr.  Woodruff's  appeal  will  be 
successful. — Ed.]   

SALMON  PISHING  ON  THE  USK. 
Dear  Sir, — It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  some  of  your 
readers  to  know  that  there  has  been  a  great  improvement 
in  the  autumn  salmon  fishing  of  the  Usk,  some  250  fish 
having  been  taken  in  the  last  three  weeks.  In  the  Brecon 
district  the  fish  were  also  in  much  better  condition  than 
they  have  been  for  some  years.  I  give  the  names  of  a 
few  of  the  most  sucoesgfnl  rods :  Oorfield,  forty-two ; 


J.  Morgan,  twenty;  W.  Lamules,  twenty-three ;  W. 
Powell,  twelve;  S.  Lewis,  sixteen;  J.  Green,  eiaht; 
Adney,  eight.  One  gentleman  (name  unknown)  killed 
eleven  m  one  day  on  the  upper  waters.  Season  closed  on 
Nov.  1.  The  river  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  some  of 
which  are  beginning  to  spawn,  and  everything  points  to  a 
very  successful  spawning  season.— Yours  truly, 
Brecon.    w.  Powell. 

A  GREEDY  THAMES  PIKE. 
Sir,— On  Nov.  22  Mr.  B.  Quelch,  a  member  of  the 
Oxford  Angling  Society,  caught  a  pike  in  the  Thames 
which  was  found  to  contain  no  less  than  126  small  roach 
and  minnows,  largest  size  about  three  and  a  half  inches 
long.  The  pike  weighed,  after  the  baits  were  removed, 
5 Jib.,  and  the  correctness  of  the  number  can  be  testified 
by  some  dozen  persons,  in  whose  presence  the  fish  was  cut 
open,  and  who  checked  the  number  counted.- Yours 

t'^ly.    ^  J.  INNKS. 

Oxford.   

HOW  TO  MAKE  A  SALMON  ROD. 
Dear  Sir,— I  intend  making  a  salmon  rod,  16ft.  long, 
of  lancewood,  and  in  three  parts.  I  detest  a  heavy  rod, 
and  therefore  it  will  be  my  chief  idea  to  make  it  as  light 
as  possible,  yet  strong  and  not  whippy.  With  this  object 
in  view,  will  you,  Mr.  Editor,  or  any  of  your  readers,  tell 
me  through  your  columns  what  would  be  the  ciroumfer. 
ence  of  the  butt,  the  first  and  second  ferrules,  and  the  very 
point  ? 

I  suppose  the  rod  is  to  taper  regularly  from  butt  to 
point  ?— Yours  truly,      ___  D.  C.  E. 

SOCKET  FOR  HOLDING  BUTT  OF  ROD 
WANTED. 

Sir,— Through  an  accident  I  have  almost  lost  the  use 
of  my  right  hand.  I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  would 
let  me  know,  under  "  Correspondence,"  where  I  could  get 
a  kind  of  bucket  made  to  fix  the  butt  of  a  salmon  rod  into 
so  that  I  need  only  use  my  left  hand,  or  if  you  could 
describe  it  and  the  straps  to  fix  it  I  could  get  one  made. 
I  saw  one  used  with  great  success  at  Galway  this  season.— 
Yours  truly,  D.  J.  W.  Edwardks. 

THE  COLONIAL  TROOPS  ENTERTAINMENT. 

61,  Green-street, 
Grosvenor-square,  London,  W. 

To  the  Editor, 

Sir, — On  behalf  of  the  committee  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  public  reception  and  entertainment 
of  the  representative  Colonial  Contingent  of  Forces 
serving  in  the  War  in  South  Africa,  which  is  expected  to 
arrive  in  England  early  next  year  (as  well  as  of  the  Canadian 
Contingent  now  here),  we  shall  be  obliged  by  your  g^iving 
publicity,  aided  by  your  valuable  support,  to  the  appeal 
which  we  now  make  for  liberal  assistance.  A  very  heavy 
expenditure  must  be  incurred  to  give  these  troops  a 
welcome  iii  some  degree  worthy  of  the  national  apprecia- 
tion of  their  splendid  services. 

The  officers  and  men  of  these  contingents,  numbering 
over  5000,  will  be  brought  to  and  maintained  in  this 
country,  and  afterwards  conveyed  to  their  homes,  at  con- 
siderable expense,  the  necessary  funds  being  provided  by 
Parliament,  but  such  funds  will  not  be  chargeable  with  the 
cost  of  functions  and  entertainments  not  of  a  strictly 
military  character,  nor  of  the  conveyance  of  the  men  to 
provincial  cities,  or  other  places  of  interest. 

It  will  be  the  desire  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to 
make  the  stay  of  the  Colonial  Forces  in  this  country  as 
agreeable  and  instructive  as  possible,  and  it  is  obvious 
that,  as  over  5000  men  have  to  be  dealt  with,  this  cannot 
be  done  without  the  expenditure  of  many  thousands  of 
pounds. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  sincerely  trusts  that  a  liberal 
answer  will  be  given  to  this  appeal,  in  accordance  with  the 
universal  sentiment  of  the  country,  which  cordially  recog- 
nises the  patriotic  co-operation  now  volunteered  by  the 
Colonies,  and  the  great  advance  thug  made  towards  the 
final  consolidation  of  the  Empire. 

While  it  is  hoped  that  large  subscriptions  will  be 
tendered  by  those  who  can  well  afford  it,  smaller  con- 
tributions of  any  amount  will  be  gladly  received. 

Remittances  may   be  made  to  the   credit    of  the 
'  Colonial   Troops  Entertainment  Fund,"  at  Messrs. 
Parr's  Bank,  Limited,  77,  Lombard- street,  E.G.,  or  to  the 
secretary  or  treasurer,  at  71  and  72,  King  William-street, 
E.C, 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the 
other  members  of  the  Royal  Family  have  expressed  warm 
interest  in  this  proposal,  and  it  has  also  the  support  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  Secretaries  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
and  for  War,  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Hi?h  Com- 
missioner for  Canada,  and  the  Colonial  Agents  General. 

A  list  of  the  committee,  which  is  too  long  to  publish, 
can  be  seen  at  the  bankers'  and. at  the  office  of  the  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  managers 
of  the  London  theatres  and  music  halls  for  the  prompt  and 
ungrudging  manner  in  which  they  have  responded  to  the 
appeal  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  my  committee  seats  for 
the  Colonial  troops  during  their  stay  in  England. 

_  Over  300  free  seats  at  the  principal  theatres,  for  every 
night  during  the  ten  days'  stay  of  the  Canadian  contingent 
of  about  300  men,  arriving  on  the  28th  inst.,  have  with 
characteristic  generosity  been  given. — I  am,  your  obedient 
servant,  Abercorn 

(Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee). 
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AN  OFF  DAY  AT  DEAL. 


Scores  of  strikers  and  other  anglers  line  the 
two  long  piers  of  Calais  as  the  mail  packet 
Empress  passes  swiftly  between  them,  but  they 
do  not  seem  to  be  doing  much  striking  among 
the  whiting  on  this  flood  tide. 

Soon  the  small  boy  and  the  old  angler  have 
crossed  the  smooth  "silver  streak,"  and  are 
rejoicing  in  a  ramble  through  the  friendly  streets 
of  Dover  before  taking  train  for  dear  old 
Deal,  whex-e  good  jN"ed  Hanger  welcomes  us 
cheerily  on  the  platform,  and  gives  us  gratifying 
assurance  of  plenty  of  good  whiting,  of  which 
he  has  caught  five  score  to-day  in  a  short  cruise, 
with  a  codling,  and  lost  a  heavy  cod.  Calling  at 
Frost's,  in  the  High-street,  for  a  spare  lead  or  so, 
we  are  soon  in  our  comfortable  quarters  at 
Kenwyn,  doing  ample  justice  to  a  couple  of  our 
host's  whiting,  fried  a  rich  golden  brown,  and  a 
succulent  and  tender  steak,  such  as  we  agree  only 
this  side  of  the  Channel  can  produce.  But  when 
we  roam  along  the  familiar  foreshore  after  dinner 
we  note  that  a  particularly  sharp  and  cold  wind  is 
blowing,  the  gentle  lap  of  the  waves  on  the  smooth 
shining  shingle  is  developing  into  a  sharp  rattle. 


and  I  begin  to  fear  that  we  have  come  a  day  too 
late.  "We  pass  the  familiar  windows  of  the  old 
North  Star,  the  former  headquarters  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  where  Bill  Baker  (an  excellent  boatman 
and  clever  fisherman)  has  succeeded  the  veteran 
Hanger,  who  has  transferred  the  agency  of  the 
association  to  the  comfortable  boarding  house  to 
which  we  now  return,  and,  in  a  parlour  appro- 
priately adorned  with  spirited  marine  and  coast 
landscapes,  hear  the  latest  news  of  the  season's 
fishing,  of  good  whiting  being  plentiful  quite 
near  shore,  of  the  many  sizable  fish  taken  from 
the  pier,  and  of  the  adjournment  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
competition,  owing  to  bad  weather,  from  Nov.  1 7 
and  18  to  Dec.  2  and  3. 

And  I  am  delighted  to  find,  among  many 
readable  books  to  console  the  weather-bound 
angler,  a  copy  of  Frank  Buckland's  most  excel- 
lent "  Natural  History  of  British  Fishes,"  in 
the  brightly  written  pages  of  which  1  renew 
acquaintance  with  many  old  friends  among  the 
scaly  tribes,  and  learn  new  facts  about  interesting 
finny  foreigners,  such  as  the  maigre,  bergylt, 
chimera,  and  others,  whose  occasional  appearance 
upon  our  coasts  have  put  them  on  the  "  visitors 
list  "  of  British  fishes. 

But  the  wild  wind  howls  all  night,  and  the 
rattle  of  the  shingle  becomes  a  continuous  roar, 
and  at  breakfast  time  it  is  "  Heigho,  the  wind  and 
the  rain  !  "  for  a  south-easterly  half-gale  is  blow- 
ing right  on  shore,  and  our  seaward  windows 
rattle  with  the  blast  and  are  lashed  by  the 
stinging  rain,  and  the  grey  and  white  sea  is  hope- 
lessly boisterous  for  small  boats,  and  we  see  a  big 
full-rigged  ship  brought  up  for  shelter  in  the 
Downs,  with  sturdy  tugs  in  attendance,  and  a 
cross-Channel  steamer  riding  it  out  till  she  is 
wanted,  and  here  and  there  in  the  lee  of  a  wall  is 
a  dripping  oilskin-clad  figure  of  boatman  and 
fisherman  looking  disconsolately  seaward,  and  I 
am  fain  to  solace  myself  with  more  of  good  old 
Frank  Buckland,  and  sundry  pipes,  tiU  toward 
noon  there  is  a  cessation  of  the  rain,  and  slight 
slackening  of  the  bitter  wind,  and  Charlie  and  I 
sally  forth  to  try  our  luck  on  the  pier,  with 
sundry  sprats  ready  cut  into  suitable  bait  pieces. 

We  are  glad  to  renew  our  acquaintance  with 
the  friendly  old  structure,  with  its  iron  supports 
so  thickly  encrusted  with  mussels  and  barnacles, 
their  bases  haunted  by  swarming  crabs,  and 
hermits  in  whelk  shells,  which  latter  Teddy,  as 
usual,  is  busy  hauling,  in  round  offal-bait«d  nets, 
and  disposing  of  as  bait  for  codling,  and  to  meet 
one  or  two  typical  hardy  Deal  anglers,  who  are 
just  commencing  operations,  though  the  tide  is 
hardly  right  yet.  Soon  there  is  a  jolly  tug  at  my 
rod  end,  and  my  first  Deal  whiting  is  a  pounder, 
and  I  reflect  with  comfort  that,  on  certain  piers 
on  the  other  side,  they  are  averaging  only  about 
an  ounce.  i 

Only  one  more  comes,  in  half  an  hour  or  so 
before  lunch,  after  which  meal  we  settle  down  for 
an  afternoon  of  it  among  plenty  of  good,  con- 
genial, kindly  company ;  but  the  fish  do  not  bite 
very  freely,  even  when  the  approach  of  dusk 
coincides  with  the  top  of  the  flood,  and  I  opine 
that  the  water  is  too  thick,  though  even  now  our 
rather  finer  tackle  of  three  single  gut  hooks  on  a 
double  gut  paternoster  seems  to  give  us  a  slight 
preference  in  the  matter  of  bites,  and  when  they 
do  bite  they  mean  biisiness,  and  are  generally 
hooked  well  inside,  the  quick  extraction  of  hook 
entailing  a  certain  amount  of  finger  scratching. 

Soon  the  nine-year-old  laddie  is  complimented 
by  a  tall  angler  in  black  mackintosh  and  sou'- 
wester, who  tells  him  that  he  is  doing  as  well  as 
anybody,  and,  indeed,  small  creels  are  the  order 
of  the  day,  while  the  Fishing  Gazette  corre- 
spondent tells  us  tantalisingly  of  recent  good 
sport,  and  of  1200  fish  taken  from  the  pier  the 
previous  Sunday !  Some  are  using  sprats,  some 
big  black  and  green  lugworms,  some  an  alterna- 
tion of  both,  on  four  hooks.  And  now  the 
gloaming  deepens  into  gloom,  and  the  wind  bites 
keenly,  but  the  fish  do  not,  and  bright  lights 
gleam  out  from  sea  and  land,  and  the  latter  tempt 
us  townward,  and  the  boy  and  1  pack  up  and 
count  fish,  and  we  have  each  eight  whiting,  and 
he  has  beaten  me  by  one  pouting  extra.  No  one 
seems  to  have  done  much  better,  and  several  not 
nearly  so  well.  Our  eighteen  whiting,  including 
the  two  of  the  morning,  weigh  101b.  good.  1  am 
amused  by  one  ingenuous  gentleman  who  has 
only  got  one  whiting  and  a  pouting,  and  who, 
when  a  friend  approaches  and  looks  into  my 


basket,  which  is  deposited  between  us,  and  we 
are  fishing  close  together,  for  the  favourite  part 
of  the  pier  is  crowded,  evidently  takes  my  take 
for  his  friend's,  and  tells  him  that  he  seems  to  be 
doing  pretty  well,  replies,  with  calm  appropriation, 
"  I  could  wish  them  bigger,  though,"  and  when 
his  friend  has  gone  off,  turns  to  me  and  quietly 
explains  to  me  in  semi-apology  that  "  it  was  a 
chap  from  the  same  town,  and  he  wanted  to  have 
a  joke  with  him,  and  hopes  I  don't  mind,  and  he 
didn't  say  the  fish  were  his,  only  that  he  wished 
them  bigger." 

One  man  has  caught  a  couple  of  decent  codling, 
but  the  water  is  rather  thick  for  prospects  of 
evening  fishing,  and  Charlie  and  1  hurry  back  to 
hospitable  Kenwyn,  and  have  our  fish  packed  for 
Calais,  and  catch  a  train  for  Dover  in  time  to 
dine  there  and  go  to  the  comfortable,  friendly, 
cheap  little  theatre,  where  my  rough  knicker- 
bocker  suit  is  not  scorned  in  the  front  row  of  the 
stalls,  and  we  enjoy  a  most  thrilling  and  exciting 
performance  of  the  "  Luck  of  Life,"  and  then 
hurry  down  to  the  Harbour  Station,  and  pick  up 
our  traps  and  get  on  board  the  Calais  boat,  where 
we  are  agreeably  surprised  to  find  the  wind  and 
sea  have  gone  down,  and  a  smooth  crossing  is 
spent  by  the  tired  boy  in  well-earned  slumber, 
and  home  is  duly  reached  at  the  unholy  hour  of 
1  30  a.m. ;  and  in  the  afternoon  I  am  tramping 
the  marshes  with  the  gun  and  old  retriever,  and 
kill  the  only  snipe  I  see,  and  the  following  day 
we  try  the  afternoon  flood  on  Calais  Pier ;  but  it 
is  windy  and  wretchedly  cold,  and  we  and  the 
numerous  strikers  find  the  whiting  biting  very 
fitfully,  and  takes  are  small,  while,  as  to  size,  I 
have  the  curiosity  to  weigh  one  or  two  on  my 
letter-scales,  and  find  that  if  I  put  them  down  as 
averaging  loz.  "  there  is  no  injustice  done  as 
between  man  and  fish."  What  a  contrast  with 
Deal,  where  it  certainly  seems  an  unusually  good 
season  for  whiting,  both  from  boats  and  from  the 
pier,  when  weather  and  tides  are  suitable,  though 
cod  and  codling  have  not  so  far  been  as  plentiful 
as  could  be  desired.  C.  A.  P. 

Calais,  Dec.  4,  1900. 


ST.  BOSWBLLS :  ITS  SCENERY  AND 
ITS  FISHING. 


"  It's  a  far  cry  to  Lochow  !  "  This  old  saying 
is  still  used  as  a  proverb  in  Scotland  to  this  hour 
— Loch  Awe  is  meant,  by  the  way — and  to 
dwellers  in  the  big  smoke  it  is  a  far  cry  to  St. 
Boswells,  reckoned  by  mileage ;  but  a  few  hours 
of  quick  travelling  sets  the  Londoner  down  at 
the  junction — 

Newtown  St.  Boswells. 

Here  omnibuses  and  ti'aps  are  ever  awaiting 
the  trains,  and  the  traveller  can  find  himself  in 
St.  Boswells  village  in  half  an  hour. 

The  ancient  name  of  this  village  was  Lessadden, 
and  one  occasionally  hears  it  so  named  even  now. 

There  is  nothing  striking  in  the  village  itself, 
save  that  there  are  a  few  excellent  shops. 

I  have  ever  loved  to  take  a  stranger  off  the 
main  road  for  a  short  distance — a  hundred  or  two 
hundred  yards — towards  where  the  Tweed's  broad 
river  "  rolls  upon  its  way,"  by  a  footpath,  and 
there  are  several  of  various  lengths. 

In  a  moment  of  time  what  a  change  of  scene  I 
Behold,  a  surprise  view  !  We  have  reached  the 
edge  of  a  precipitous  bank  of  rock  and  sand,  into 
the  base  of  which  the  Tweed  has  been  pouring  its 
waters  for  centuries.  A  stumble  and  you  are 
over,  and  the  chances  are  you  do  not  walk  up 
again,  or  view  the  scene  1  This  precipitous  bank 
is  known  as  "The  Scaur,"  or  " Brae-heads."  The 
view  from  it  is  charming,  on  a  bright  day 
especially. 

The  river,  as  I  said,  washes  the  base  of  the 
cliff.  On  the  further  bank  Drybnrgh  Abbey  stands 
amid  noble  trees  and  surrounded  by  a  fine  park, 
the  trees  of  which  seem  to  be  looking  up  at  and 
taking  stock  of  the  intruder  as  he  stands  or  sits 
on  the  wooden  seat,  at  his  ease,  which  commands 
the  key  to  the  position,  whilst  two  modem 
mansions  add  their  charm  by  breaking  up  the 
foreground.  That  is  a  charming  "  bit "  of  wood- 
land and  river  scenery  immediately  above  the 
Scaur,  where  the  river  runs  down  from  the  Dry- 
burgh  Suspension  Bridge,  past  the  Abbey  and 
Dryburgh  House,  between  a  wealth  of  lovely  trees 
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which  is  seen  to  advantage  only  from  the  top  of 
the  Scaur. 

As  the  eye  travels  slowly  upward  and  onward, 
and  sweeps  across  the  country,  one  sees  on  either 
side  the  river — eye  and  mind  in  sympathy — the 
lovely  woods  of  Bemerside,  the  town  of  Melrose 
with  the  Eildon  hills  forming  a  glorious  back- 
ground, and  far  away  past  Abbotsford,  right 
away  to  the  hazy  outline  yonder,  in  the  far 
distance,  where  the  Peeblesshire  hills  are  standing 
like  sentinels  guarding  a  series  of  little  burns, 
which  gradually  unite  to  form  the  grand  river  at 
our  feet. 

And  if  we  turn  right-about  and  look  downwards 
we  shall  see  only  a  less  beautiful  view,  past 
Maxton,  Mertoun  House,  Littledean  Tower, 
Smailholm  Tower,  Floors  Castle,  Kelso,  and 
Coldstream,  and  so  on  to  Berwick,  where  it  flows 
into  the  sea.  Some  of  these  I  gi-ant  are  visible 
only  to  the  eye  of  faith,  which  seeth  the  unseen ; 
to  him,  I  mean,  who,  like  myself,  having  a  know- 
ledge of  the  river  downwards  from  its  source  at 
Tweedsmuir,  can  fill  in  the  blanks  caused  by 
intervening  trees  or  rising  ground. 

It  is,  however,  not  of  the  view  alone  that  I 
desire  to  write,  but  the  fishing  as  well. 

Since  I  first  cast  my  line  in  the  Tweed  and  its 
tributaries  forty-three  or  forty-four  yeai's  have 
slipped  away.  To  me  it  has  always  been  an  un- 
certain and  capricious  river,  where  I  have  gained 
many  a  wholesome  lesson,  not  conducive  altogether 
to  overweening  vanity !  I  have  had  my  good 
days,  and  at  one  time  I  was  a  fairly  successful 
Tweed  fisherman,  partly  because,  like  the  swell 
with  his  tie,  "  I  gave  my  whole  mind  to  it,"  an<^ 
also  because  the  idea  of  being  tired  or  blase  had 
no  place  in  my  body  or  mind ! 

And  here  1  would  like  to  express  what  I  felt 
very  forcibly  this  year  when  fishing  at  St.  Bos- 
wells  and  Dryburgh — that  a  man  who  has  not  got 
staying  power  is  at  a  discount  on  the  Tweed,  and 
when  he  is  half-crippled  with  rheumatic  pain  and 
stiffness,  even  more  so.  A  great  deal  is  made  of 
one's  skill  in  throwing  the  fly,  and  one's  know- 
ledge of  the  habits  and  the  habitat  of  the  trout, 
but  the  royal  road  to  success  in  a  hard-fished 
river  like  the  Tweed  is,  I  believe,  largely  in- 
domitable energy  and  tireless  patience. 

An  old  English  practical  fisherman  (Yorkshire 
or  Lancashire,  I  fancy)  was  once  asked  what  was 
the  best  fly  for  salmon  fishing  on  a  cei-tain  river 
where  he  himself  was  a  familiar  feature  in  the 
landscape,  and  he  said  instantly :  "  The  fly  that 
is  alius  in  the  water  and  never  on  the  bank ! " 
and  for  success  on  the  Tweed  I  would  simply 
substitute  the  word  fisherman  for  fly. 

There  is  an  old  Scottish  proverb  much  to  the 
point:  "The  gangin'  fit's  aye  gettin'";  which, 
translated,  means  :  "  The  travelling  foot  is  always 
getting,  or  progressing."  Yes,  plodding  and  cease- 
less industry,  in  this  as  in  other  things  (I  speak 
as  a  wet-fly  fisherman),  is  not  the  least  important 
factor  in  the  making  of  the  successful  angler  now- 
adays. It  was  mine  once,  and  I  was  more 
successful  then.  It  was  distinctly  not  mine  this 
season,  because  I  was  unable,  physically,  to  fish, 
save  for  a  few  hours  at  a  time,  and  felt  that  I 
must  allow  younger  and  more  energetic  men  to 
fin  their  creels  whilst  I  walked  home,  glad  to  get 
my  waders  off  and  rest  my  aching  muscles,  or 
bones. 

Therefore,  however  well  a  man  may  throw  a 
fly,  let  him  not  go  to  St.  Boswells  hoping  for 
success  unless  he  can  stand  the  racket  of  bodily 
fatigue.  It  is  true  that  I  did  not  go  there  till  the 
best  of  the  fishing  was  over,  but  I  can  no  longer 
stand  the  bitter  winds  and  icy  waters  of  the  early 
spring. 

Ah,  how  I  felt  being  thus  crippled !  I  who  was 
so  tireless  at  one  time !  But  what  about  the 
fishing  ?  Well,  my  young  friend,  there  is  this  about 
the  fishing.  There  are  three  miles  or  so  from  one 
bank,  of  lovely  stream  and  pool,  and  there  are  still 
lots  of  trout  there,  despite  the  poaching  and  over- 
fishing, and  they  are  all  wagging  their  tails  and 
inviting  you  to  run  down  next  April,  May,  or 
June;  and  their  motto  is — "Catch  me  an  you 
can ! " 

I  don't  want  to  mislead  anyone.  I  will  promise 
a  really  good  and  hard-working  fisherman  a  fair 
measure  of  success,  especially  in  April,  with  the 
fly,  but  not  always  even  then.  There  are  a  few 
men  (one  in  particular  I  know)  who  seem  to  have 
"  a  way  wid  them,"  as  Paddy  puts  it,  and  who 
still  go  there  and  return  with  good  baskets ;  but 


then,  they  know  every  stone  in  the  river,  and  all 
about  the  flies,  and  they  fish  so  long  as  fish  will 

take  fly,  minnow,  worm,  creeper,  or  s  oh,  my 

pen,  be  silent ! 

Ah !  I  am  an  old  fisherman  now,  but  I  heard 
this  year,  for  the  first  time,  of  a  lure  so  deadly  in 
low,  clear  water,  and  so  utterly  unsportsmanlike 
and  unfair,  that  I  envy  not  the  creatures  who 
thus  maintain  their  reputation  as  skilful  (?) 
anglers. 

The  only  men,  let  us  hope,  who  use  such 
methods  are  they  who  sell  their  trout — pot- 
hunters and  poachers  in  the  guise  of  anglers,  of 
whom  Tweedside  has  too  many.  Those  who  are 
satisfied  with  a  few  brace  of  trout  should  be  able 
to  gratify  their  ambition  here,  but  remember 
this,  there  are  days  when  the  Tweed  trout  will 
not  take  the  fly,  and  these  days  are  becoming 
more  and  more  common. 

But  then,  what  can  you  expect  P  Here  is  a 
lovely  river,  exquisite  scenery,  and,  for  the  man 
who  can,  fair  fishing,  and  sometimes  a  heavy 
basket,  and  all  at  the  modest  charge  of  nothing 
per  day,  week,  or  season.  Can  you  do  it  cheaper  ? 
If  so,  tell  me. 

The  beginner  will,  as  a  rule,  go  away  disap- 
pointed, and  to  all  but  the  skilful  heavy  baskets 
are  not  to  be  depended  upon.  But  surely  it  is  a 
privilege  to  be  permitted  to  fish  to  your  heart's 
content  in  such  a  magnificent  river,  and  amidst 
such  glorious  sun-oundings,  to  drink  in  the  fresh 
air  at  every  breath,  and  beauty  (as  a  perpetual 
feast)  at  every  bend  of  the  river,  and  to  return  to 
the  City,  if  not  laden  with  trout,  at  least  a  new 
man  braced  up  for  the  next  winter's  rigours  and 
for  the  work  of  life  ! 

There  are  two  or  three  hotels — one  at  St. 
Boswells,  hard  by  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
kennels,  and  two  at  Newtown — also  private 
lodgings,  which  I  much  prefer  on  a  quiet  fishing 
holiday — but  which  should  be  secured  beforehand. 
Verb,  sat  sap. 

The  salmon  fishing  is  all  in  the  hands  of  the 
lessees,  and  my  paper,  therefore,  need  not  touch 
further  on  that  topic. 

There  are  now  two  or  three  shops  in  the  village 
at  least  where  good  flies  are  to  be  purchased,  but 
Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso,  is  ever  able  to  prove 
"guide,  philosopher,  and  friend"  to  all  Tweed 
anglers,  and  not  least  to  those  who  mention  the 
name  of  his  old  customer  of  forty  years'  standing — 

E.  M.  Tod. 


THE  COST  OP  FISHING. 


To  decide  what  proportion  of  one's  income  may 
fairly  be  spent  on  fishing  must  be  a  question  for 
oneself  alone,  but  to  estimate  the  necessary  cost 
of  ordinary  fishing  trips  is  an  undertaking  to 
which  I  can  contribute  an  opinion,  based  on  an 
experience  of  forty  years. 

First,  I  may  state  that  salmon  fishing  must  be 
left  out  of  account,  as  it  is  a  sport  the  cost  of 
which  is  so  very  much  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  fishing,  that  it  must  be  treated  separately 
by  an  expert. 

The  rest  of  the  subject  I  will  place  under  two 
headings — coarse  fish  and  trout.  As  the  former 
are  now  in  season  it  shall  have  precedence,  and  I 
will  take  a  fortnight  as  the  most  convenient 
duration  of  the  trip,  that  being  about  the  time 
that  most  of  us  can  spare  for  fishing  out  of  our 
annual  holiday. 

Taking  necessary  expenses  only,  I  have  found 
that  a  fortnight  spent  in  coarse  fishing  need  not 
cost  more  than  about  £5.  This  is  presuming  that 
the  angler  lives  near  to  London,  and  will,  there- 
fore, have  to  spend  probably  about  10s.  for 
travelling. 

There  is  usually  some  small  payment  to  be 
made  to  a  local  society,  or  for  a  boat,  and  this 
will  vary  from  2s.  6d.  to  about  £1,  according  to 
circumstances.  Of  course,  I  am  not  contemplating 
the  necessity  for  employing  a  boatman.  In  my 
opinion  he  is  quite  unnecessary,  except  on  parts 
of  the  Thames  and  other  large  rivers;  and  his 
cost  would  nearly  double  the  estimated  expense. 

I  am  also  assuming  that  the  angler  is  content 
with  modest  lodgings,  costing  from  £1  to  30s. 
weekly,  and  I  am  not  including  the  cost  of  wines 
or  spirits,  which  many  consider  unnecessary. 

It  wiU  be  seen  that  a  considerable  margin  is 
left  for  sundries ;  and  this  is  desirable,  as  the 
angler  is  peculiarly  liable  to  accidents  of  different 


kinds,  and  may  often  require  to  give  tips  for  use- 
ful information  and  other  assistance. 

If  the  angler  belongs  to  a  fishing  club  (and 
most  "  coarse  "  fishers  de  so),  he  will,  of  course, 
be  able  to  reduce  his  expenses  considerably  by 
using  his  privilege  ticket,  if  he  decides  to  fish  a 
district  covered  by  the  same.  Then,  also,  if  two 
anglers  fish  together  expenses  are  slightly 
decreased,  especially  if  they  fish  the  Broads,  on 
some  of  which  (Wroxham,  for  instance)  a  charge 
is  made  of  2s.  6d.  a  boat  each  day. 

If  it  is  preferred  to  divide  the  holiday  and  to 
take  a  week  at  a  time,  a  plan  which  I  have  found 
to  work  well,  the  cost  will  be  slightly  increased, 
of  course,  by  the  double  journey,  and  the  two 
weeks  will  probably  cost  about  £3  each.  No 
doubt  these  things  can  be  done  at  very  much  less 
cost  by  those  used  to  roughing  it,  but  I  am 
speaking  of  anglers  who  wish  to  avoid  discomfort 
on  the  one  hand,  and  extravagance  on  the  other, 
and  the  estimates  I  have  given  are  rather  above 
than  under  the  average  I  have  generally,  paid 
myself. 

For  trout  fishing  the  payments  must  be 
generally  a  little  higher,  though  for  a  young 
fellow  to  spend  a  fortnight  in  April  or  May 
whipping  for  the  little  trout  to  be  had  on  prac- 
tically free  waters  in  Scotland,  in  Wales,  or 
Cornwall,  need  not  be  an  expensive  holiday,  and, 
indeed,  a  fortnight  could  be  done  with  economy 
on  the  £5  before  mentioned. 

If,  however,  you  are  anxious  to  get  fairly  good 
trout  fishing,  and  to  have  a  chance  for  good-sized 
fish,  you  must,  nowadays,  pay  a  considerable 
price  for  the  fishing  itself,  and  I  think  that  quite 
£1  should  be  added  for  this  reason,  even  for  the 
most  moderate  sport,  while  there  are  plenty  of 
rivers,  even  hundreds  of  miles  from  London, 
where  you  may  have  to  pay  from  28.  6d.  to  5s.  a 
day  for  the  privilege  of  trying  to  catch  their 
highly  educated  and  not  very  bulky  trout  or 
grayling. 

Bolton  Abbey  water,  on  the  Wharfe,  is  an 
instance.  The  surroundings  here  are  certainly 
very  beautiful,  but  they  can  be  had  for  nothing, 
so  the  5s.  must  be  for  the  fishing  alone. 

There,  are*  however,  some  waters  on  which 
trout  can  be  taken  by  the  angler  who  has  some 
skill  with  the  dry  fly,  and  does  not  mind  certain 
inconveniences. 

Of  these,  the  Itchen  at  Winchester  is  a  familiar 
example,  for  this  river  is  absolutely  free  to  fly 
fishers  in  that  part  of  its  course  which  runs 
through  the  town ;  and  good  fish  can  be  taken  in 
the  evenings  by  an  angler  who  can  put  up 
with  the  distractions  caused  by  the  traffic. 

Then,  of  course,  sea  trout  fishing  can 
occasionally  be  had  for  very  moderate  cost  when 
a  spate  comes  down ;  but  to  get  this  you  have  to 
be  born  lucky,  so  we  will  leave  it  out  of  calcu- 
lation. 

Roughly  speaking,  it  will  cost  you  from  30s.  to 
£3  for  travelling  to  get  trout  fishing  at  a  cheap 
rate,  and  about  half  that  if  you  prefer  paying  a 
higher  price  for  your  fishing. 

Lodgings  will  average  a  little  higher  in  trout 
districts,  but  £3  a  fortnight  should  be  enough,  or, 
if  you  find  it  necessary  to  put  up  at  an  inn,  about 
half  as  much  again.  Sometimes  this  will  be 
necessary  in  order  to  get  the  fishing,  as  it  is  often 
for  salmon ;  but  in  the  usual  way  trout  fishing 
can  be  had  almost  anywhere  if  you  are  willing  to 
pay  for  it. 

In  many  of  the  Test  and  Itchen  districts  this 
is  not  the  case  from  our  point  of  view,  as  it  is 
necessary  to  subscribe  yearly  to  a  club  in  order  to 
get  any  fishing ;  but  in  most  districts  terms  by 
the  week  or  month  can  be  arranged,  and  these 
vary  from  lOs.  to  £5  or  so. 

The  cost  of  your  outfit,  angling  and  otherwise, 
is  another  question,  and  will  require  separate 
treatment  if  space  can  be  found  for  another  paper 
on  the  subject.  J.  Paul  Taylor. 


Xmas  Caeds  Illustrating  Sports.— Great 
amusement  may  be  provided  in  the  nursery  at 
Xmas  by  giving  the  youngsters  a  box  of  Hollo- 
way's  Pills — no,  we  mean  his  cards  illustrating 
the  "  Sports  and  Pastimes  of  Many  Nations,"  in 
colours — the  pills  will  be  useful  after  Xmas. 
There  are  fifty  well  drawn  and  well  coloured 
cards  in  the  series,  which  can  be  had  through  any 
chemist  or  bookseller  for  the  small  sum  of  three 
pence. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


This  society  gave  a  most  successful  smoking 
concert  in  the  Banqueting  Hall  of  the  Restaurant 
Trascati  on  Dec.  5.  Over  two  hundred  were 
present,  and  the  chair  was  taken  by  the  genial 
editor  of  the  Sporting  Times,  Mr.  Alfred  Allison. 

A  varied  programme  was  ably  carried  through 
under  the  musical  direction  of  Messrs.  0.  W. 
Glassington  and  Charles  Loy.  Among  those 
artists  who  so  ably  entertained  the  members  and 
friends  present  may  be  mentioned  Messrs. 
Buxton,  Johnson,  Kellison,  Fereday,  Ballard, 
Hosking,  Benet,  Mount,  and  WaUis  Arthur. 
Master  McLachlan  gave  a  beautiful  rendering 
of  "Robin  Adair,"  and  Mr.  E.  0.  Parker,  the 
son  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  showed  that  the 
skill  expended  by  his  father  on  the  manipulation 
of  various  materials  for  sea  tackle  had  been 
inherited  by  the  son,  for  his  violin  playing 
showed  marked  excellence.  During  the  evening 
the  chairman  read  a  list  of  the  heaviest  weights 
of  fish  taken  during  the  recent  boat  competition, 
and  remarked  incidentally  that  he  was  glad  to 
know  that  the  captor  of  the  heaviest  fish,  Mr. 
Hardy  Corfe,  had  only  a  few  weeks  ago  been 
invalided  from  the  front,  so  that  he  not  only 
would  in  all  probability  gain  the  gold  medal 
of  the  society,  but  also  he  would  certainly 
get  a  medal  for  his  prowess  in  another  direc- 
tion. The  health  of  Sergeant  Hardy  Corfe, 
with  that  of  two  visitors  from  the  Aus- 
tralian Bushmen's  contingent,  was  then  received 
with  musical  honours.  As  a  whole  the  concert 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  functions  ever  held 
by  this  ever-progressing  society,  and  should  lead 
to  a  large  accession  of  members  to  its  ranks.  The 
entertainment  committee,  Messrs.  Croft,  Handley, 
Mallett,  and  Glassington,  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  the  success  which  has  crowned  their 
efforts. 

It  is  announced  that  an  interesting  discussion 
will  take  place  next  Wednesday  evening,  Dec.  12, 
on  "  Trawling  in  Inshore  Waters."  Mr.  J.  S. 
Churchward  will  open  the  discussion,  and  several 
prominent  authorities  will  take  part.  J.  Wrench 
Towse,  Esq.,  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  has 
kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair,  and  another 
large  attendance  is  expected. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  AND  A 
TIMELY  FLOOD. 


In  a  note  of  mine  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  few 
weeks  ago  on  the  subject  of  floods  in  the  North  of 
England,  I  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  waters 
which  for  many  years  have  been  closed  to  the 
Salmonidas  as  breeding  grounds  would  this  year 
be  open.  Now  that  the  rivers  have  gone  down 
again  to  something  like  normal  level,  it  is  interest- 
ing to  notice  how  far  the  statement  was  justified. 
Those  who  have  had  an  opportunity  within  the 
last  ten  days  of  getting  away  up  on  to  the  York- 
shire moors  and  examining  the  small  moor  burns, 
which  in  the  summer  and  autumn  dwindle  down 
to  the  merest  trickles,  must  have  been  surprised 
at  the  number  and  size  of  the  trout  on  every  little 
shallow,  all  of  them  so  intent  on  their  house- 
keeping arrangements  that  one  may  get  near 
enough  to  observe  their  actions  without  startling 
them.  One  may  be  nervous  as  to  what  will 
happen  to  the  parent  fish,  for  they  will  need  a 
good  deal  of  assistance  in  the  shape  of  tlood  water 
to  get  them  back  again  into  their  old  haunts. 
They  cannot  live  through  a  summer  in  the  stream- 
lets where  generally  there  would  not  be  enough 
water  to  cover  them,  and  practically  no  shelter 
for  anything  above  the  length  of  a  minnow.  But 
there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  value  of  such 
places  as  breeding  grounds.  The  eggs  and 
young  fish  are  not  exposed  to  a  tithe  of  the 
danger  which  they  would  run  in  a  well-stocked 
river,  and  the  percentage  which  reach  the  yearling 
stage  must  be  very  much  greater.  The  thought 
may  console  us  for  the  loss  of  our  grayling  fishing. 
It  is  not  only  in  Yorkshire,  however,  where  this 
happy  state  of  affairs  exists.  I  learn  that  the 
tributaries  of  the  Tweed,  on  the  south  side 
especially,  are  full  of  breeding  fish.  In  the  top 
part  of  the  Glen,  in  the  rivulets  flowing  round 
Cheviot  and  Hedgehope,  and,  in  fact,  in  all  the 
hill  bums  there  are  more  fish  than  have  been 
seen  for  years.  This  is  fortunate,  for  the  grayling 
have  made  all  the  bigger  waters — ^Till,  Lower 


Glen,  and  Beamish — their  home,  and  I  always 
think  the  deadliest  enemy  of  a  trout  egg  is  8. 
thymallus.  If  you  want  to  convince  yourself  of 
this,  gc>,at  once  to  the  nearest  shallow  in  a  stream 
containing  trout  and  grayling.  You  will  see  the 
trout  at  work  and  one  or  two  lurking  shadows — 
nay,  maybe  a  shoal  of  shadows — a  few  feet  lower 
down  stream  in,  if  possible,  a  little  deeper  water. 
These  are  the  grayling  watching  for  what  Pro- 
vidence sends  them  in  the  shape  of  trout  eggs. 
As  soon  as  the  exhausted  fario  move  from  their 
redd  the  grayling  dress  up  and  enjoy  excellent 
fare.  This  is  why  I  feel  so  satisfied  that  the 
trout  in  Yorkshire  and  Noi'th  Northumberland 
have  got  away  into  the  small  becks  to  breed — 
they  are  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy. 

Year  after  year  one  has  noticed  from  personal 
observation,  and  learned  through  friends  and 
correspondents,  of  the  great  number  of  salmon  on 
the  north-east  coast,  north  of  the  Humber,  playing 
a  weary  waiting  game,  evidently  anxious  to  push 
up  the  rivers,  but  unable  to  do  so  until  long 
past  the  time  when  they  would  have  made  a 
move  forward  had  there  been  sufficient  flood 
water.  In  such  rivers  as  the  Tyne,  Tees,  and 
Humber  it  takes  a  very  big  flood  after  a  spell  of 
dry  weather  to  get  rid  of  the  sewage  both  from  the 
towns  and  manufactories  on  their  banks  ;  and  we 
rarely  have  a  fall  of  rain  sufficient  to  sweep  the 
rivers  clean  and  then  leave  a  height  which  will 
enable  the  fish  to  get  over  all  obstructions  to  their 
spawning  grounds. 

The  big  flood  last  month,  and  the  semi-flooded 
state  of  the  rivers  for  weeks  afterwards,  has  proved 
the  exception,  and  enabled  the  salmon,  sea  trout, 
and  bull  trout  to  get  past  the  polluted  areas  in 
the  main  rivers,  and  well  up  the  tributaries. 

I  was  glad  to  see  the  report  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette  from  the  Coquet  Association,  as 
it  confirmed  observations  on  other  parts  of  the 
coast.  There  were  plenty  of  fish,  and  they  have 
evidently  taken  the  opportunity  oifered.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  they  will  be  able  to  deposit  their 
spawn  under  circumstances  as  favourable  as  the 
trout  are  doing  at  present.        J.  W.  Blaket. 


OVER-FISHED:  IS  THERE  A 
REMEDY  ? 


Like  many  other  readers  I  perused  Mr.  J. 
Berryman's  interesting  article  on  this  subject  in 
last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  with  considerable 
interest,  as  the  matter  is  one  that  is  of  importance 
to  all  anglers,  and  especially  to  us  locally. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  in  many  districts 
nearly  all  the  open  waters,  where  the  angler  may 
go  without  the  formality  of  asking  leave  or  getting 
a  permit,  are  being  rapidly  fished  out.  With  the 
large  amount  of  angling  indulged  in  now  by  the 
many  followers  of  the  gentle  craft,  a  river,  or 
canal,  or  lake,  can  be  depleted  of  its  occupants 
much  faster  than  Dame  Nature  can  recoup  her- 
self. 

Angling  is  a  most  innocent  and  fascinating 
sport  to  the  contemplative  fisherman — and  what 
angler  is  not  ?  It  is  one  that  I  hope  will  continue 
to  last  as  long  as  our  old  earth  does.  It  is  a 
healthy  sport-— let  cacklers  and  feather-bed  folk 
talk  as  they  will  of  the  damp  and  "  catehing  cold," 
which  latter  is  used  as  a  catch  word  (no  pun 
intended,  please)  by  opponents  to  it,  most  of 
whom,  I  regret  to  say,  are  members  of  the  fair 
sex. 

The  main  object  in  view  is  to  find  a  remedy  so 
that  our  empty  streams  and  canals  will  in  the 
future,  I  fondly  hope,  be  once  more  filled  with 
the  finny  fry  so  dear  to  the  angler's  heart.  How 
is  this  to  be  done  ?  Everything  costs  money  in 
this  world,  and  the  subject  of  my  article  is  no 
exception  to  this  general  rule. 

If  it  were  possible  I  would  put  a  graduated  tax 
— graduated,  I  say,  so  that  it  should  not  come  too 
hard  on  the  artizan  fisherman,  who  enjoys  his 
roach  fishing  with  as  keen  a  zest  as  Lord  Many- 
acres  does  his  salmon  season  in  Scotland  or 
Norway.  Let  everyone  who  buys  and  uses  a  fishing 
rod  pay  a  certain  amount  yearly.  J ohn  Bull  does 
not  like  taxation,  but — placid  bovine  that  he  is — 
he  puts  up  with  it.  Further,  it  does  not  seem  to 
hurt  him  much.  The  money  in  hand  to  be  spent 
as  follows : 

1.  Keepers  or  conservancy  men  to  stop  aU 
unfair  fishing,  especially  poaching,  and  see  that 
no  small  or  immature  fish  are  kept,  and  that  close 


time  (the  Act  for  which  wants  a  lot  of  over- 
hauling) is  more  strictly  observed  than  at 
present. 

2.  All  drag  and  cast  nets  to  be  rigidly  stopped 
except  for  bait — a  most  important  item — and 
each  to  be  licensed,  and  looked  after. 

3.  That  anglers  be  generally  requested  to  return 
their  fish  to  the  water,  except  "  specimens."  This 
would  be  no  hardship,  as  it  is  seldom  fresh-water 
fish  are  eaten,  barring  trout  and  eels. 

4.  All  contaminations  of  rivers  by  pollution, 
such  as  excessive  sewage,  dyes  from  tan  works, 
gas-works  refuse  (a  most  powerful  destroyer  of 
coarse  fish),  and  the  arsenical  dyes  from  paper- 
mills,  to  be  stopped  most  scrupulously. 

5.  Artificial  hateheries  to  be  started  on  every 
important  river,  the  young  fry  to  be  well  looked 
after  and  guarded  from  kingfishers,  herons,  pike, 
and  perch,  till  they  become  sizeable.  Breeding 
ponds  to  be  made  for  keeping  the  youngsters  till 
they  can  shift  for  themselves. 

These  and  several  other  fish-wasting  processes 
which  I  have  omitted  could  be  all  stopped  by  the 
powerful  arm  of  the  law,  were  it  once  put  in 
motion. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  many  readers  may 
suggest  improvements  on  my  somewhat  hastily- 
written  scheme.  I  do  not  think  any  real  fisher 
would  object  to  a  small  annual  payment,  which 
would  be  supplemented  by  a  Government  outlay, 
for  the  body  of  anglers  is  a  large  one,  and 
deserves  consideration  from  the  august  powers. 
He  (the  angler)  would  then  have  fewer  blank 
days  and  better  sport.  Anyway,  the  subject  is 
worth  grave  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
fisherman.  Speaking  of  depletion,  I  only  heard 
last  week  of  some  anglers  (?)  fishing  in  our  local 
canal  for  pike.  There  were  seven  of  them.  They 
each  had  two  rods,  and  besides  mounted  some 
bank  trimmers  !  Eighteen  jack  was,  I  hear,  the 
bag.  No  single  fish  was  over  2^1b.  or  3lb.  at 
most,  and  all  were  kept.    Comment  is  needless ! 

Spinning  Minnow. 


A  SUCCESSFUL  DAY  IN  CLOUDY 
WATER. 


I  CAN  scarcely  hope  that  the  following  brief 
article  will  be  the  means  of  imparting  to  many 
readers  of  this  popular  paper  information  which 
they  do  not  already  possess;  still,  if  it  causes 
even  a  few  only  to  persevere  and  meet  with 
success  when — as  far  as  the  water  is  concerned — 
appearances  are  dead  against  them,  it  will  not 
have  been  written  in  vain.  It  occurred  in  this 
way.  For  a  long  time  two  dear  angling  friends 
and  myself  had  planned  to  have  a  long  day  by 
the  side  of  a  favotirite  river,  well  known  to  and 
dear  to  us  all  from  early  boyhood,  a  river  where 
many  of  our  midsummer  holidays  had  been  spent, 
and  many  successful  days  enjoyed.  Somehow  or 
other,  through  business,  illness,  or  other  cause, 
summer  deepened  into  autumn,  and  early  winter 
succeeded  autumn  before  the  long-looked  for 
opportunity  arrived  mutually  convenient  to  all  of 
us  to  have  the  long  expected  day.  But  when  at 
length  it  came  surely  no  happier  trio  ever  sped 
onwards  as  fast  as  railway  train  could  carry  them 
to  their  desired  goal. 

Arrived  at  the  river  side,  however,  our  buoyant 
spirits  and  hopefulness  of  a  successful  day  were 
doomed  to  receive  a  check,  for,  alas !  the  main 
river  was  in  flood,  and  all  the  swims  so  dear  to  us 
for  many  years  were  quite  unapproachable. 

The  sun,  however,  was  shining  brightly  above 
us,  so  that  in  such  lovely  weather  and  after  such 
a  long  journey  we  resolved  there  and  then  not  to 
give  in,  but  to  persevere  the  whole  day  through, 
sport  or  no  sport ;  but  where  to  go  to  get  even  a 
decent  pitch  at  all  puzzled  even  us,  who  knew 
the  river  so  weU.  At  length  we  bethought  our- 
selves of  a  backwater  some  mile  and  a  half 
further  downstream,  and  thither  we  proceeded 
with  all  speed. 

Here,  however,  we  found  the  water,  although 
not  so  highly  colomed  as  the  main,  yet  ex- 
ceedingly thick  and  the  stream  very  strong,  and 
prospects  certainly  did  not  look  very  bright. 
At  length  we  came  to  a  spot  known  as  the 
fordway,  where  loaded  haycarts  were  conveyed 
across  the  stream  in  the  summer,  and  here  we 
found  two  or  three  sheltered  swims  well  out  of 
the  current,  which,  although  even  now  very, 
shallow,  we  thought  might  answer  our  purp  ose 
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Upon  plumbing  the  depth  we  found  it  to  be  about 
i^lft.  deep,  and  the  bottom  gravelly,  and,  of  course, 
free  from  weeds,  inasmuch  as  when  the  water  was 
at  its  normal  height  there  was  scarcely  any  water 
here  at  all. 

I  should  have  said  roach  was  the  quarry  we 
were  in  quest  of,  and  we  had  prepared  ourselves 
with  a  plentiful  supply  of  barley  flour,  bran,  and 
bread,  mixed  firmly  into  small  balls,  and  a 
quantity  of  these  we  cast  in  in  three  apparently 
favoiu-able  pitches  not  far  from  each  other.  For 
hook  baits  we  had,  fortunately,  lobworms,  brand- 
lings, gentles,  and  creed  wheat,  and  if  the  roach 
in  the  river  we  were  fishing  would  not  take  either 
of  these,  well  knew  we  that  it  was  a  "dead 
letter."    The  baits  employed,  however,  at  first  we 
decided  should  be  the  tail  of  a  lob,  and  this 
proved  the  most  successful  lure  the  day  through. 
After    baiting    we    leisurely    put    our  tackle 
together,  not  expecting  the  fish,  if,  indeed,  there 
were  any  there,  to  feed  for  some  little  time. 
After  about  half  an  hour,  however,  we  were  all 
fixed  up  and  cast  in  at  about  the  same  time,  and 
scarcely  an  instant  had  we  to  wait  before  under 
went  one  of  the  floats,  and  an  upward  respond  of 
the  rod  was  the  means  of  hooking  a  large  fish, 
which,  strange  to  say,  immediately  escaped,  and 
similar  luck  attended  each  of  us  again  two  or 
three  times.    We  then  took  council  together  as 
to  the  cause  of  these  misfortunes,  and  decided 
that  the  hooks  we  were  using  were  much  too 
small  in  proportion  to  the  baits,  and  en  pasaant 
I  might  mention  to  others  not  in  the  know,  never 
use  No.  12  hooks  (the  size  we  had  on)  with  lob- 
worms.   After  substituting  No.  8  crystals  the 
efBect  was  magical,  for  we  began  to  score  at 
nearly  every  cast.    The  fish  were  a  good  size  too, 
and  chiefly  roach.    Many  a  gallant  fight  did  we 
enjoy  from   a  pounder,  whilst  some  of  them 
reached  the  very  respectable  weight  of  l|lb.,  and 
a  few  of  them  turned  the  scales  at  nearly  21b. 
Whaffk  jolly  day  it  was,  and  how  truly  we  enjoyed 
such  unexpected  sport  none  but  ourselves  could 
know.    For  fully  a  couple  of  hours  the  landing- 
net  was  constantly  in  use,  and  then  when  the  fish 
fed  less  ravenously  a  little  more  ground  bait  and 
a  brief  rest  brought  them  on  again.    Once  an 
exceedingly  large  chub   was  hooked,  but  lost, 
having  rushed  for  the  centre,  where  he  fouled 
something.    Then  a  goodly  perch  of  nearly  2ilb. 
in  weight  came  our  way,  and  he  was  not  so 
fortunate,  for  eventually  he  found  his  way  into 
the  hands  of  the  taxidermist,  and  is  now  in  a 
glass  case  in  the  wi-iter's  sanctum.  Another  chub 
of  nearly  31b.  weight  was  then  caught,  after 
which  for  a  short  time  the  bream  fed,  and  several, 
ranging  in  weight  from  lib.  to  2lb.,  were  caught. 
Then  there  was  another  lull,  and  the  balance  of 
the  ground  bait  was  cast  in.     After  this  the 
biting  was  not  so  frequent,  but  the  fish  caught 
(chiefly  roach)  were  the  best  taken  during  the 
day. 

All  too  soon  came  the  gloaming,  reminding  us 
that  it  was  time  to  pack  up,  and  as  we  carried  this 
into  effect  we  resolved  to  have  many  another  such 
day,  if  fortune  should  be  with  us,  by  the  old  back- 
water. _  Fortune,  however,  I  grieve  to  say,  has  not 
been  with  us,  as  far  as  my  friends  are  concerned, 
for  one  of  them,  the  youngest  of  the  three,  and 
apparently  the  strongest,  alas !  sleeps  in  the  quiet 
grave,  far  away  from  the  scene  of  our  day's  sport, 
and  hundreds  of  miles  separate  the  other  from 
the  stream  he  loved  so  well,  and  I  alone  of  the 
trio  have  had  the  great  good  fortune  to  experience 
in  that  quiet  old  backwater  mainy  another  success- 
ful day's  fishing  in  cloudy  water.         C.  A.  B. 


The  forthcoming  Ninth  Annual  Yachting 
Exhibition  for  1901,  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  is 
likely  to  eclipse  its  predecessors  in  magnitude  and 
interest.  Exhibitors  in  previous  shows  have 
already  taken  the  positions  previously  covered 
by  them,  and  firms  who  have  not  hitherto 
exhibited  have  taken  space.  Intending  exhibitors 
should  not  delay  making  application  for  space 
allotment.  The  Fisheries  Exhibition  is  announced 
to  follow  the  yachting. 


To  Fly  Dkbssbks,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2r.  2d.  "The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  Q.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Oazeite.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thorougiily  up-to-date  Pocket  Mauualcan  be  had, 
P«Bt  free,  by  sending  28.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  M  irston  and  Co., 
St.  Dunstan'a  Hoose,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


THE  CLOSE  SEASON  IN 
SCOTLAND. 


If  the  salmon  angling  enthusiast  wishes  to 
continue  at  his  favoui-ite  pastime  he  must  go 
farther  afield  now  than  the  bounds  of  Bonnie 
Scotland.  In  short,  he  must  go  abroad.  The 
last  of  the  streams — the  mighty  Tweed  system — 
closed  down  Friday  week,  the  oOth  ult.,  and  for 
two  months  or  so  no  angling  of  any  kind  will  be 
attempted  north  of  the  Border.  It  is  the  dead 
season  in  reality,  and  till  the  advent  of  a  new 
year  the  song  of  the  reel  will  be  entirely  hushed. 

The  Sol  way  streams  closed  a  fortnight  ago  in 
the  midst  of  floods  and  spates,  which  helped  to 
send  the  fish  into  the  upper  reaches  nearer  to 
their  spawning  redds,  but  spoiled  the  angler's 
last  chances.  In  fact,  the  season  was  a  poor  one 
throughout,  and  the  closure  came  at  a  most 
opportune  time  to  put  an  end  to  a  prolonged 
agony  of  angling  in  flooded  waters,  which  had 
lasted,  off  and  on,  for  some  nine  weeks. 

The  Tweed  system  has  fared  somewhat  better, 
and  although  the  rivers  have  been  much  disturbed 
since  the  advent  of  October,  at  intervals  the  sport 
has  been  very  good,  at  times  exciting,  and 
altogether  much  better  than  has  been  enjoyed  for 
some  few  seasons  back  at  the  tail-end  of  the 
autumn  season,  although  not  up  to  best 
days  that  have  been  seen  on  the  Tweed,  and  not 
so  very  long  ago  either. 

The  Duke  of  Roxburghe  carries  off  the  palm 
this  season  of  being  the  most  successful  back-end 
angler  on  the  Tweed,  and  his  best  day  of  sixteen 
fish,  scaling  from  91b.  to  251b.,  would  be  hard  to 
beat.  Her  Grace  the  Duchess  had  also  a  very 
good  season,  although  scarcely  up  to  Lady 
Bridge's  magnificent  record  on  the  Banffshire 
Deveron. 

With  the  exception  of  this  brief  period  of  en- 
forced rest,  the  angling  enthusiast,  were  he 
inclined — and  that  some  of  them  so  are  goes 
without  saying — might  easily  "  keep  his  hand  in  " 
almost  all  the  year  round  without  migrating 
farther  than  between  the  Tay  and  the  Tweed.  He 
might  commence  his  season  on  the  former  system 
on  Jan.  15,  and  end  it  on  the  latter  on  Nov.  30; 
and  were  he  still  determined  to  keep  at  the  sport 
while  he  ate  his  Christmas  pudding,  the  shores  of 
Norway  are  not  so  very  far  off  in  these  days  of 
intercommunication,  nor  the  difiiculties  by  any 
means  insurmountable  to  the  average  salmon 
angler,  else  the  trip  would  not  be  so  popular  as 
for  some  time  back  it  apparently  has  been. 
Till  well  into  January,  however,  the  salmon 
angler  in  Scotland  must  rest  on  his  past  laurels. 

When  he  can  go  on  killing  salmon  for  ten 
months  out  of  the  twelve,  he  can  easily  stand  by 
the  remaining  two,  and  then  come  with  fresh  zest 
to  his  sport  again,  as  if  it  were  the  opening  of 
another  spell  of  holiday  time  for  him.  The 
average  enthusiast  may  keep  thus  in  close  touch 
with  Salmo  solar  almost  all  the  year  round  with- 
out moving  far  afield,  if  he  is  possessed  of  the 
wherewithal  to  pay  his  way.  But  it  requires 
money,  and  only  but  very  rich  men  can  afford  to 
indulge  the  luxury  and  command  the  leisure. 
The  average  salmon  angler,  as  far  as  his  means  is 
concerned,  is  content  with  much  less  than  ten 
months'  angling,  and  thinks  himself  extremely 
lucky  if  he  can  manage  a  few  weeks  in  the  early 
spring,  and  a  month  or  so  in  the  autumn,  even 
when  he  has  his  own  water  entirely  at  his  disposal. 

There  would  be  no  difiiculty  in  finding  sport  all 
the  year  round  were  our  millionaire  angler  so 
inclined,  and  no  close  time  to  intervene.  No 
sooner  is  the  last  of  the  Tweed  fish  disposed  of  at 
the  end  of  November  than  fresh-run  spring 
beauties  may  be  picked  up  on  the  Tay,  Dee, 
Helmsdale,  or  other  very  early  rivers.  Of  course, 
they  are  not  present  in  anything  like  numbers, 
and  one  might  fish  weeks  and  weeks  on  end 
without  getting  a  rise  to  the  fly,  although  when 
the  net  is  put  in  for  hatchery  purposes,  the  fish 
are  often  found  pretty  well  mixed — three  autumn 
to  two  of  the  spring  order,  and  vice  vers  d. 

Were  the  line  strictly  drawn  between  seasonable 
and  unseasonable  fish  there  would  be  nothing  to 
hinder  angling  all  the  year  round.  Let  unseason- 
able fish  be  once  strictly  defined  by  their  gravid 
state,  and  not  by  their  spent  condition,  as  is  the 
popular  method  north  of  the  Border,  and  treat 
these  as  kelts  are  now  treated  in  the  spring  time 
where  the  best  regulations  prevail,  and  there  is  no 


necessity  for  any  legal  closure  at  all.  The  gravid 
fish  that  are  now  killed  in  the  autumn,  and 
especially  the  very  late  autumn,  by  the  average 
back-end  angler,  and  retained  for  the  pot,  sent  off 
to  friends,  or,  more  than  likely,  thrown  into  the 
kennel,  would  be  protected  just  at  the  very  time 
protection  is  most  sorely  needed.  Returning  a 
kelt  is  good  enough  in  itslf.  Whatever  argu- 
ments may  be  used  to  the  contrary,  it  is  a  life 
saved  to  the  river ;  but  a  gravid  fish,  say  of  251b., 
is  not  only  a  life  saved  to  the  river,  but  probably 
some  20,000  or  25,000  ova  duly  deposited  for 
brood  purposes,  and  supposing  only  the  2  per  cent, 
reach  adult  salmon  maturity,  that  would  mean 
200  or  250  lives  saved  to  the  river,  and  to  sport. 

It  may  reasonably  be  argued  that  a  fish  killed 
at  any  time  is  the  same  loss  to  the  river,  but  such 
is  not  altogether  true,  for  weight  for  weight  up  to 
a  certain  standard  the  heavier  the  fish  the  greater 
the  loss,  and  were  all  autumn  fish,  i.e.,  gravid  fish, 
returnable,  were  there  no  open  markets  for 
salmon  after  Aug.  1,  the  necessity  for  a  Royal 
Commission  to  make  inquiry  as  to  remedial 
measures  as  to  the  increase  of  our  salmon  supply 
would  not  exist.  The  tons  and  tons  of  gravid 
fish  that  are  killed  between  Aug.  1  and  the  close 
of  the  netting  season  in  the  latest  netting 
districts,  added  to  the  thousands  that  fall  to  the 
rod  of  the  back-end  salmon  angler  in  an  average 
season  would  in  a  short  time  fully  stock  every 
river  and  stream  in  the  country  with  ripe  fish  at 
the  most  opportune  time.  As  many  spring  fish 
will  easily  find  their  way  to  the  head  waters  as  are 
wanted,  and  afford  the  necessary  sport  en  route. 
It  is  the  heavy  autumn  leviathans  in  which  we 
have  to  place  our  trust  for  brood  purposes,  and  it 
is  these  that  we  have  to  save  from  the  rapacity  of 
the  netsman  and  the  greed  of  the  angler  who 
cannot  see  his  way  to  return  a  fish,  however 
foully  hooked  or  in  whatever  gravid  state  it  may 
be,  unless  tha  law  says  so  in  so  many  plain 
English  words  that  cannot  be  twisted  into  any 
other  meaning  but  the  formula  "  Thou  shalt  not 
take  unto  thee  any  gravid  fish  or  fish  of  any  other 
kind  out  of  season." 

A  witness  before  the  Royal  Commissioners  in 
Edinburgh  stated  on  Friday  last  that  the  Ness 
had  never  fully  recovered  a  heavy  netting  it 
yielded  just  at  the  close  of  the  season  some  years 
ago,  when  the  fish  were  kept  back  for  a  longer 
spell  than  usual  on  account  of  the  drought,  and 
when  the  floods  at  last  came  they  fell  a  prey  to 
the  netsmen  wholesale.  This  is  a  case  in  point,  and 
coincides  with  the  observation  of  a  witness  from 
the  Tay  district,  that  there  was  no  diminution  of 
the  salmon  supply  on  that  river  till  the  netting 
season  was  extended  beyond  Aug.  1. 

There  need  be  no  hindrance,  then,  to  angling  all 
the  year  round  on  any  river  in  Scotland  if  the  quality 
of  the  fish  alone  is  to  determine  the  line  of 
demarcation  between  legal  and  illegal  fish,  and 
the  close  season  then  need  not  exist.  Meantime 
it  reigns  supreme. 

There  is  no  coarse  fishing  in  Scotch  waters  to 
keep  the  hand  of  the  angler  in,  as  there  is  south 
of  the  Border.  True,  he  can  fish  for  yellow  trout 
if  he  likes,  and  eat  them,  too,  if  he  has  the  gastric 
strength  to  do  so;  but,  except  by  a  few  mill 
hands  and  schoolboys,  they  are  severely  left  alone, 
and  not  even  poached  by  the  professional  in  the 
close  season.  The  brown  trout  entirely  disap- 
pears even  from  view  in  the  first  days  of  October, 
and  nothing  is  heard  or  seen  of  him  till  the 
March  Browns  begin  to  dance  on  the  waters  with 
the  earliest  of  the  diurnally  increasing  spring 
suns.    Meantime  he  is  non  est. 

There  are  plenty  of  pike,  but  they  are  never 
fished  for.  Local  sportsmen  do  not  eat  them,  and 
seldom  fish  for  them  for  the  sake  of  the  sport 
alone ;  and  the  English  sportsman  who  would  do 
so  does  not  think  pike  good  enough  to  come  into 
Scotland  for,  and  leaves  when.the  salmon  and  trout 
seasons  are  over.  But  there  are  plenty  of  lochs 
and  streams  where  "  Mr.  Pike  "  holds  high  revel 
in  broad  Scotland,  and  especially  so  in  the  north 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  where  it  would  not 
only  be  a  good  thing,  but  a  godsend  to  go  forth 
and  slay  him  by  the  round  dozen  for  the  sake  of 
the  trout,  salmon  parr,  and  other  denizens 
of  the  pools  on  which  he  levies  constant 
toll.  It  would  be  a  good  thing,  let  alone  the 
sport  of  it,  for  the  fishery  boards  (local)  to  put  a 
premium  upon  every  head  of  pike  killed  in 
Scottish  waters,  and  more  especially  so  during 
the  close  season.  G.  M. 
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THE  DEMON  ROACHER. 

Presumably  many  of  my  readers  ai-e  members 
of,  or  have  been  members  of,  angling  societies.  If 
so,  they  will  readily  understand  and  appreciate 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  joining  such 
gatherings — i.e.,  the  social  evenings  at  the  snug 
little  club-room — the  angling  gossip  that  occurs 
there  between  the  hours  of  8  and  10.30  p.m.,  and, 
above  all,  the  keen  competition  that  takes  place 
in  the  various  endeavours  of  the  members  to  score 
one  more  ounce  of  fish-flesh  over  the  last  name 
that  appeal's  upon  the  secretary's  list  of  official 
weights  for  the  current  angling  season. 

In  our  little  quiet  town,  not  more  than  thirty 
miles  from  the  great  metropolis,  w6  could  certainly 
not  count  more  than  six  of  the  slowly-moving 
inhabitants  who  were,  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word,  anglers.  Our  population  was  usually 
described  as  being  of  the  "  sleepy "  kind ;  but 
then  we  were  quite  out  of  the  usual  track  of 
travellers.  Nobody  interfered  with  us,  and  we 
did,  like  the  Danites  of  old,  and  for  similar 
reasons,  what  we,  in  our  own  eyes,  thought  right. 
There  were  men  amongst  us  who  not  only  had 
never  been  upon  a  river,  but  who  had  never 
actually  seen  any  maritime  craft  whatever  beyond 
the  supposed  facsimile  of  the  Ark  that  was  so 
popular  in  our  early  days  —  small  wooden 
structures  that  were  filled  to  overflowing  with 
bipeds  and  quadrupeds,  that  were,  as  Dickens 
observed,  "  often  met  with  in  art,  but  never  in 
nature."  Animals  that,  however  accurately  they 
were  housed  when  the  play-box  reached  home, 
could  never,  by  infantile  hands,  be  restored  to 
their  place  of  refuge  at  bed-time  without  cutting 
ofE  the  estate  in  tail  of  the  kine,  or  damaging 
the  trunk  of  the  elephant  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
render  the  animal  useless  for  show  or  travelling 
purposes. 

Judge,  then,  the  astonishment  and  the  con- 
sternation that  showed  themselves  when  one  of 
the  frequenters  of  the  smoking-room  of  the 
Crooked  Billet  proposed  that  the  habitues  of  the 
aforesaid  hostelry  should  enrol  their  names  in  an 
angling  society,  and  give  prizes  for  specimen  fish, 
hold  weekly  and  monthly  meetings,  and  take  a  few 
fishing  outings  in  the  year's  course.  The  oldsters 
were  amazed,  and  strong  opposition  was  offered 
to  the  project ;  but  in  spite  of  the  antagonism  the 
club  was  formed,  and  a  start  was  made  with 
about  a  dozen  members.  This  number  increased 
so  quickly  that  at  the  end  of  the  second  year  our  list 
had  run  up  to  ninety-seven,  with  a  good  prospect 
of  topping  the  hundred.  And  all  this  in  a  little 
sixth-rate  town  near  which  there  was  no  water, 
and  where  most  probably  a  rambling  piscator 
had  never  passed  in  pursuit  of  his  favourite 
pastime. 

a  jBiU  Stokes  for  several  years  was  our  leading 
prizeman.  For  jack,  perch,  tench,  and  roach  (oh, 
those  roach  !)  nobody  could  hold  a  candle  to  him ; 
and  when  at  a  weekly  meeting  Bill  placed  upon 
the  scales  one  of  the  last  mentioned  kind  of  fish 
that  made  the  lever  dip  at  lib.  14oz.,  and  after- 
wards described  the, take,  you  might,  as  our  comic 
member  observed,  have  heard  a  mangle  drop. 

"  You  see,"  said  Bill,  "  I  had  been  fishing  for 
some  time,  and  had  only  taken  that  little  one 
there  (lib.  |oz.),  when  my  porcupine  slid  off  in 
rather  a  peculiar  manner.  Thinking  that  it  had 
become  entangled  in  a  weed,  I  struck  in  a  leisurely 
manner,  not  guessing  that  there  was  anything  on. 
But  when  the  hook  touched  him — my  crikey ! 
there  was  a  commotion.  Once  he  got  me  round 
the  blade  of  a  flag,  and  I  thought  he  was  gone ; 
but  the  trusty  silk  plait  cut  its  way  through,  and 
three  minutes  after  I  had  the  joker  safely  housed 
in  my  wet  bag." 

TMs  roach  caused  many  and  frequent  heart- 
burnings. Outings  were  arranged,  coaches  were 
engaged,  brakes  (filled  to  the  steps)  rattled  down 
the  High-street  to  fishing  haunts  to  try  and  break 
BlII's  record;  but  the  splendid  roach  held  its 
position  at  the  top  of  the  list  until  the  end  of 
September  of  that  year,  when  I  was  the  instru- 
ment selected  for  the  taking  down  of  Bill's 
number. 

And  it  came  about  in  this  way.  In  my  travels 
in  the  interests  of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Co.  I  made 
the  acquaintance  of  a  huge  Sheffielder  who  was 
generally  regarded  in  the  blade  district  as  a 
champion  of  the  art  of  reaching. 

"  What,"  he  said,  "  no  water  near  P  And  you 
want  roach  that  will  knock  lib.  14oz.  over  ?  I 


shall  be  passing  through  your  sleepy  town  next 
week  ;  I'll  call  for  you,  drop  you  on  the  road,  and 
pick  you  up  again  in  the  evening.  Have  your 
tackle  ready  by  5  a.m.,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
you  shall  be  fishing  where  there  are  bream  up  to 
61b.  and  roach  up  to  2^1b." 

To  say  that  I  dreamt  of  it  is  nothing.  I 
dreamt  of  big  roach  at  night ;  saw  my  Thames 
float  go  down  dozens  of  times  ;  and  awoke  with  a 
start,  to  go  to  sleep  and  dream  again.  I  thought 
of  them  by  day;  and  my  hands  shook  so  when 
putting  my  lines  together,  the  evening  before  the 
day  for  fishing,  that  I  could  hardly  fix  the  shots 
upon  the  gut,  or  pass  one  loop  through  another. 
Long  before  5  a.m.  I  was  ready,  dodging  to  the 
front  door,  and  peering  into  the  twilight,  listening 
for  the  crunching  of  the  wheels  of  the  dog- 
cart. 

The  Sheffielder  di-ove  up  to  my  door  to  the 
tick  of  time,  and  by  seven  o'clock  I  was  anchored 
on  the  banks  of  one  of  the  most  lovely  spots  on 
the  outside  borders  of  what  is  considered  to  be 
the  most  civilised  county  of  England,  i.e.,  Kent. 
I  selected  my  pitch,  and  began,  in  the  usual 
orthodox  manner,  with  worms,  then  gentles, 
paste, .  and  creed  wheat.  The  small  roach  I 
returned  to  the  water,  keeping  only  those  that 
ran  to  9oz.  or  lOoz.  Of  this  kind  I  had,  up  to 
lunch  time,  say  a  couple  of  dozen.  The  fish  were 
well  on ;  but  no  specimens  came  to  the  hook. 
Tired,  and  a  bit  vexed,  I  sought  my  lunch-basket, 
and  spread  out  what  I  had  brought  with  me. 
The  day  was  warm,  a  second  or  St.  Martin's 
summer  had  come  upon  us,  after  a  cold  blast  at 
the  end  of  August  and  the  beginning  of  Septem- 
ber, so  I  sat  moodily  dreaming,  gazing  upon  the 
little  stream  that  I  fondly  imagined  was  to  help 
me  to  take  the  ledger  place  upon  the  club's  list. 
Back  my  thoughts  went  to  the  old  Cathedral 
City,  where,  at  the  age  of  five,  I  had  wandered 
through  the  withy  beds  to  the  Stour,  that  ran 
by  the  wall  which  enclosed  our  garden.  Once 
again  I  had  wandered  to  the  shed  by  the  wood 
that  held  "  Mad  Tom,"  of  Canterbury,  had  seen 
the  death  of  Lieutenant  Bennett,  and  heard  the 
fusillade  of  the  infantry  that  stretched  out 
"  Courtney  "  and  a  dozen  of  the  rioters,  heard  the 
shout  of  joy  from  old  Bill  Clements,  the  "  last 
of  the  whips,"  as  he  took  me  home  in  triumph 
through  the  "  Butter  Market." 

*  *  *  * 

But  who  is  this,  of  sombre  mien,  who  has  taken 
up  a  position,  and  is  now  angling  not  five  yards 
from  my  swim  ?  His  jet-black,  and  vrithal  piercing 
eyes,  are  fixed  upon  the  tiny  quill  that  tremblingly 
drifts  down  the  stream.  His  rod,  of  splendid 
cane,  is  slightly  lifted,  as  the  float  hangs  slightly 
in  its  course.  A  touch,  that  I  should  not  have 
noticed,  a  strike,  and  a  21b.  roach  is  lifted  bodily 
to  the  bank.  Again  and  again  this  happens, 
until  at  least  a  dozen  fish  were  lying  upon  the 
turf,  with  the  line  drifting  down  for  more.  I 
now  devote  my  whole  attention  to  the  wonderful 
workman  by  my  side. 

Phew  !  how  warm  it  has  become,  especially  on 
his  side.  But  still  he  fishes  silently  on,  not 
deigning  to  take  any  notice  of  me.  But  I  observe 
the  upward  tendency  of  the  corners  of  his  mouth 
("  Mephisto-face,"  as  the  Germans  call  it)  as  he 
grasses  his  big  fish,  and  the  piercing  glances  of 
his  coal-black  eyes  as  he  bends  forward  on  the 
strike.    At  last  I  speak  : 

Tou  are  having  splendid  sport,  sir.  Do  you 
fish  much  ?, " 

"  No." 

"  A  traveller,  I  see  ?  " 

"  Tes,  from  down  under." 

"  Australia  ?  " 

"  Hotter  than  that." 

"  Van  Dieman's  Land  ?  " 

He  shook  his  head,  and  smiled  cynically, 
di'awing  up  the  corners  of  his  mouth  again  till  he 
resembled  Mephistopheles  more  than  ever. 

As  he  seemed  disinclined  to  satisfy  me  upon 
that  point,  I  ceased  to  wony  him ;  but  sat  and 
watched  him  as  he  landed  the  big  roach,  with  an 
occasional  monster  bream. 

"  I  wish,"  cried  I,  "  that  I  could  get  them  on  as 
you  have  done ;  it  would  pay  me." 

"  You  could  if  you  sat  here  and  used  my  tackle 
and  bait.   Come  and  ti-y." 

I  took  his  rod  and  sat  down. 

"How  warm — nay,  hot — this  bank  is,  and  I 
declare  that  the  grass  around  is  quite  withered 
and  dry. " 


"  Yes,"  he  replied  (Mephisto  again),  "  they  say 
I  am  a  hot  member  of  society.  But  try  your 
luck." 

At  the  first  swim  I  had  a  beauty,  it  must  have 
weighed  close  upon  2  4  lb.  Again  another,  and 
another.  Then  a  bream  took  the  bait — a  splendid 
fish,  61b.  if  an  ounce. 

"  What  bait  am  I  using  P  "  cried  I,  as  I  made  as 
though  to  examine  it ;  "  it  smells  of  aniseed  and 
— yes — sulphur  !  Well,  anyhow,  it  catches  fish," 
said  I,  "  and  I'd  give  anything  to  know  the  secret 
of  its  manufacture." 

"  You  would  ?  Well,  then,  if  you  will  sign 
this  little  paper  I'll  give  you  the  secret.  Give 
me  your  hand." 

I  did  so,  and  immediately  felt  a  smarting  pain 
as  though  a  lancet  had  been  plunged  into  my 
flesh.  At  the  same  time  I  looked  down  at  his 
lower  extremities,  and  observed  that  his  feet  were 
not  feet  at  all,  but  hoofs  ! 

"  Oh,  you  murdering  villain ! "  cried  1 ;  but  he 
was  gone,  and  I  awoke. 

On  looking  at  my  hand  a  wasp,  with  his 
business  end  down,  was  giving  me  beans.  To 
smash  him,  press  the  spot  with  a  small  key,  and 
to  suck  the  wound  were  the  next  steps.  In  two 
minutes  the  fingers  of  my  left  hand  were  numbed, 
while  the  back  part  became  very  swollen.  In 
time,  however,  the  pain  and  the  swelling  subsided 
sufficiently  to  allow  me  to  fish  again. 

Happy  thought !  Why  not  fish  his  swim  !'  I 
did,  and  when  the  Sheffielder  came  for  me  in  the 
evening  I  had  seven  roach,  weighing  in  all  1.31b., 
and  three  bream  that  weighed  15|lb. 

"  You  found  out  my  swim,  then,"  was  the 
remark  my  friend  made.  "  I  always  get  them 
there." 

"  We  will  call  it  in  future  the  Demon  Swim," 
replied  I.    I  then  told  him  of  my  experience. 

At  the  Crooked  Billet  that  night  Bill  Stokes 
took  a  back  seat,  while  I  was  first  and  second  for 
both  bream  and  roach. 

One  day  in  the  November  following  several  of 
our  members,  of  whom  Bill  Stokes  was  one  and  I 
was  another,  were  talking  in  the  market  place  as 
two  keepers  were  lurching  by. 

"  Look  there,  mate,"  said  one,  "  there's  the  chap 
that  used  to  buy  the  big  fish  of  us,"  pointing  to 
Bill.  "  Let's  tap  'im  for  a  noggin  and  arf  a 
crown." 

Our  secretary  was  there,  heard,  and  went  into 
the  matter,  with  the  result  that  Stokes  was 
disqualified  for  all  prizes,  past  and  present,  and 
expelled  the  club.  Straw  Hat. 


A  NIGHT  ON  A  FINMARKEN 
RIVER. 


The  supply  of  snow  on  the  Finmarken  f  jelda 
had  failed  dismally,  the  summer  had  proved  very 
hot  and  di'y,  and  the  great  river  had  collapsed 
pi'ematurely.  There  were  plenty  of  salmon  in  the 
deeper  pools,  where  they  were  frequently  to  be 
seen  disporting  themselves  in  the  usual  aggra- 
vating fashion ;  occasionally  one  would  roll  lazily 
up  and  have  a  look  at  a  fly,  but  they  had  ceased 
to  care  for  such  frivolities,  and  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  the  season  was  over. 

One  evening  the  camp  had  been  pitched  in  a 
rather  more  mosquitor-stricken  spot  than  usual, 
on  a  low-lying  open  patch  amid  the  everlasting 
birch  scrub,  through  which  an  ice-cold  "  back '" 
meandered.  The  sun  cast  a  coppery  glow  over 
the  bare  and  desolate  fjelds  which  formed  the 
horizon  over  the  translucent  waters  of  the  river, 
and  upon  the  endless  birch  woods  that  clothed  its 
shores ;  from  below  came  the  mm-mur  of  the 
rapids,  and  the  crow  of  a  cock  ryper  occasionaUy 
broke  the  stillness.  With  hands  encased  in  dog- 
skins, whose  gauntlets  reached  well  up  to  the 
elbow,  and  wearing  a  voluminous  veil,  from 
beneath  whose  folds  volumes  of  tobacco  smoke 
rolled,  I  stood  at  the  tent  door  and  watched  my 
friend  B.  preparing  conscientiously  to  go  over  the 
six  or  eight  miles  of  water  that  constituted  his 
beat  for  the  evening.  Two  powerful  rods,  a  long 
gaff,  a  trout  basket  to  hold  the  tackle,  flask,  &ic., 
and  a  quantity  of  evil-smelling  stuff  to  bm-n  on 
the  flat  stone  amidships  and  keep  off  the  "  miggs," 
were  placed  in  the  long  canoe;  B.  disposed  his 
limbs  at  the  bottom  thereof,  the  two  Lapps  who 
formed  the  crew  jumped  in,  and,  propelled  against 
the  current  by  the  long  bii-ch  poles,  the  light 
craft  quickly  disappeared  round  a  bend  in  the 
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river.   Then  came  my  two  natives  to  see  what 
was  to  be  the  order  of  their  evening — the  aii-  was 
so  densely  peopled  with  bloodthirsty  insects  that 
even  these  leather  skinned  nomads  were  evidently 
inconvenienced   by  their   attacks^their  queer 
little  pipes  in  their  mouths,    their  clothing 
reduced  to  a  minimum,  for  the  day  had  been 
a  hot  one  (90°  Fahr.  in  the  shade).    A  broad  "  flat," 
where  the  water  was  nowhere  more  than  four  or 
five  feet  deep,  and  five  miles  of  heavy  rapids, 
useless  for  angling  purposes,  intervened  between 
me  and  my  beat,  and  the  conditions  not  being 
very  encouraging,  instead  of  proceeding  thither  at 
once  I  elected  to  try  for  giayling  on  the  "  flat," 
leaving  what  small  chance  of  a  salmon  there  was 
until  after  midnight.  The  canoe  was  then  literally 
cleared  for  action,  the  only  articles  it  contained 
being  one  lift,  trout  rod,  a  landing-net,  and  a 
gigantic  creel,  capable  of  holding  60Ib.  of  fish,  and 
at  8.30  p.m.  I  commenced  business.  The  grayling 
were  not  lai-ge,  the  great  majority  being  under 
141b. ;  but  they  rose  freely  and  well,  and  great 
was  the  delight  of  the  two  Lapps,  one  of  whom 
held  the  light  craft  by  means  of  his  pole  against 
the  gentle  cun-ent,  or  moved  it  from  place  to 
place,  while  the  other  scooped  in  the  fish  with  the 
landing-net  from  the  stern.   As  each  came  in 
they  laughed  and  screamed  like  gi-eat  monkeys, 
smoking  and  talking  all  the  time.    I  often  got 
two,  and  several  times  three,  at  a  cast  (using  three 
flies,  of  course),  and  by  half-past  eleven  the  big 
creel  was  crammed,  and  a  lot  more  fish  lay  about. 
Then  came  an  incident.   We  had  got  near  the 
edge  of  the  first  rapid,  and  the  flies  covered  some 
deepish  water,  when  up  came  a  salmon.    At  first 
he  was  good  enough  to  indulge  in  no  alarming 
excursions,  and  for  a  good  quarter  of  an  hour 
allowed  us  to  entertain  vague  hopes  of  ultimately 
securing  him ;  but  in  time  he  got  sick  of  being 
followed  about  by  "  three  men  in  a  boat "  wherever 
he  went,  made  a  sudden  and  violent  rush  down- 
stream in  very  rough  water,  and  departed  with 
the  entire  cast  and  some  dozen  yards  of  reel  line. 

It  being  now  close  on  midnight,  we  "  stacked  " 
up  to  the  tent,  a  matter  of  about  500  yards  only  ;  a 
fire  was  lighted,  and  soon  we  were  recuperating  on 
cofEee  and  grayling,  broiled  amid  red-hot  birch 
logs.  Down  where  we  were,  in  the  bed  of  the 
river,  it  was  very  chilly  indeed,  and  under  the 
influence  of  the  low  air  temperature  the  "  miggs  " 
had  for  the  time  being  ceased  from  troubling; 
but  the  low  hiU-tops  were  bathed  in  the  light  of 
the  midnight  sun,  and  the  look  of  the  sky  be- 
tokened the  imminence  of  another  roasting  hot 
day.  Hardly  had  I  bolted  my  last  morsel,  when 
old  Andreas,  who,  for  a  Lapp,  was  a  very  keen 
hand  indeed,  intimated  that  we  ought  to  be 
moving  if  I  wanted  to  be  at  the  lower  pools  before 
the  sun  got  too  strong ;  and  the  salmon  gear 
having  been  placed  in  the  canoe,  a  fresh  start  was 
made.  Here  I  may  remark,  as  showing  the  great 
shade  variation  of  the  temperature,  that  the  wings 
of  the  big  flies  on  the  two  rods,  which  had  been 
left  leaning  against  a  birch  tree  from  the  day 
before,  were  frozen  hard  when  I  examined  them. 

Within  ten  minutes  we  had  entered  the  rapids, 
and  were  shooting  them  at  speed.  The  younger 
Lapp  plied  his  short  sculls  for  dear  life;  in  the 
stem,  his  long  white  hair  streaming  behind  him,  old 
Andreas  steered  with  his  broad  and  powerful 
paddle,  shouting  directions  to  his  mate,  and 
giving  an  extra  yell  when  we  flew  with  exception- 
ally painful  proximity  past  some  great  boulder. 

Throughout  the  performance  I  managed,  with 
some  difficulty,  to  keep  a  pipe  alight;  but  when 
at  last  we  shot  like  an  arrow  into  the  compara- 
tively tranquil  waters  of  the  Lower  Foss  Pool,  I 
felt  very  considerably  relieved. 

Having  baled  out  the  water— of  which  we  had 
shipped  a  good  deal— and  re-arranged  the  interior 
economy  of  our  craft,  we  started  fishing  about 
2  a.m.,  our  friends  the  "  miggs  "  re-asserting  their 
existence  under  the  influence  of  the  rising  sun, 
from  whose  rays,  however,  the  part  of  the  river  at 
which  we  had  arrived  was,  as  yet,  sheltered.  Near 
the  tail  of  the  pool  above  named  a  large  fish  took 
one  of  the  flies— a  slenderly-tied  silver-bodied 
confection  on  a  double  iron,  and  I  landed  to  play 
him.  Things  promised  well,  for  he  sailed  up  into 
the  pool,  and  from  the  rocks  alongside  I  was  able 
to  follow  his  every  movement,  all  the  while  stand- 
ing well  over,  and  keeping  a  steady  strain  upon 
mm.  But  after  being  on  for  about  twenty 
minutes  he  cut  the  cast  on  a  rock  in  at  least  five 
and  twenty  feet  of  water,  and  got  away.  This 


was  a  sore  disappointment,  as  not  only  had! this 
fish  showr  himself  to  be  a  real  big  one,  but  the 
cast  was  one  of  the  three  most  likely  ones  on  the 
beat,  and  our  time  was  short. 

A  long,  smooth  flowing  stream  succeeded,  which 
was  much  too  shallow  in  that  state  of  the  river, 
the  men  said ;  but  having  been,  successful  there 
on  several  previous  occasions,  I  said  we  would  try 
it.  As  luck  would  have  it,  about  half-way  down, 
where  the  depth  could  not  have  exceeded  three  feet, 
a  fine  fish  seized  the  fly,  and  without  the  slightest 
pause  shot  off  downstream  with  such  energy  that 
before  sternway  could  be  got  on  to  our  craft  he 
had  more  than  150  yards  of  line  out.  As  he  con- 
tinued his  downward  progress  the  Lapps  had 
their  work  cut  out,  but  in  time  we  got  on  terms 
with  him,  and  the  fight  proceeded.  There  was 
one  awkward  and  very  anxious  moment  when  the 
men  mistook  the  channel  down  which  the  fish  was 
proceeding,  and  got  a  big  rock  between  us.  With 
a  desperate  "  hoist "  of  the  rod  I  just  managed  to 
clear  the  obstacle,  the  line  scraping  along  the  top 
for  a  yard  or  two,  and  all  was  again  right.  The 
salmon  turned  out  to  be  a  37-pounder  fresh  run, 
and  he  took  just  over  the  half-houi-  to  land.  By 
the  time  we  had  got  an  18-pounder  and  a  grilse 
in  the  next  cast  the  sun  was  getting  very  strong, 
but  the  "Reindeer  Pool,"  considered  our  best 
chance,  remained. 

At  the  head  of  this  a  fish  came  short,  which 
I  took  to  be  a  bad  omen.  Then  another  did  the 
same  thing,  made  the  reel  spin  for  half  a  minute, 
and  then  dropped  off ;  but  down  near  the  tail  in 
deep  water  a  real  sporting  salmon  got  foul  of  a 
double  Silver  Doctor,  and  at  once  commenced  to 
do  all  he  knew  for  his  liberty.  What  a  doing  he 
did  give  us  to  be  sure,  making  one  desperate 
rush  after  another,  and  throwing  himself  well 
clear  of  the  water  after  each.  When  old  Andreas 
at  length  got  the  gaff  into  him  we  were  more 
than  a  mile  below  the  place  where  he  rose,  and  all 
had  had  about  enough  of  it.  The  fish  was  a  male 
of  281b.,  and  he  was  hooked  outside  near  the 
dorsal  fin,  hence  the  extraordinary  exhibition  of 
strength  and  agility  he  had  afforded. 

The  freshness  of  the  morning  had  now  com- 
pletely gone,  "  the  sun  was  high  abune  the  lift," 
and  the  mosquitoes  were  in  millions,  so  after  a 
rest  and  a  pipe  we  set  off  back  again  up  the 
rapids  to  the  tent,  where  we  arrived  pretty  well 
cooked  about  10  a.m.  Rugdb. 


At  the  oonclnsion  of  the  paper  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  atated 
that  a  paste  made  of  flour  and  yellow  ochre  was  a  capital 
Dait,  aa  was  also  simple  flour  paste.  Small  pellets  of  cheese 
paste  were  sometimes  excellent  bait.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher 
mentioned  that  a  paste  made  with  Scotch  heather  honey, 
which  had  a  strong  scent,  was  another  admirable  bait  for 
roach,  and  other  speakers  gave  their  views  on  the  subject 
or  roach  baits  generally.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  unani- 
mously passed  to  Mr.  Matthews  for  his  paper.  Keference 
was  made  to  the  late  annual  supper,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown 
bemg  cordially  thanked  for  presiding  so  happily  over  the 
festive  gathering.  The  assistant  secretary  was  also  com- 
plimented on  the  arrangements  he  had  made,  which 
resulted  in  the  supper  being  the  pronounced  suocesa  it 
most  undoubtedly  was.  M.  G.  B.  dk  C. 


PISCATORIAL  SOOIBTT. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOOIETT. 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  occupied  the  chair  on  Tuesday 
evening  at  both  the  finance  and    general  committee 
meetings,    when    much    detail   affecting  the  society's 
interests  waa  dealt  with.    The  ordinary  meeting  followed 
when  Mr.  Robert  Snare  presided.   The  fishioe  reports 
were  again  poor.    Mr.  W.  J.  Clark  had  eight  small 
flounders  at  Leigh,  and  Mr.  Allen  had  a  couple  of  days 
here  and  captured  one  dozen  flatfish  the  first  day,  together 
with  some  few  whiting,  and  suffered  a  blank  the  next  day. 
Mr.  Gairdner  reported  taking  roach.    Mr.  Oonnellan  had 
a  disappointing  time  at  Newhaven  with  some  friends,  only 
taking  some  six  fish,  though  his  boat  was  shifted  about 
from  place  to  place,  and  both  inside  and  outside  the  harbour 
was  tried.    Mr.  Gibson  had  visited  Deal  three  times ;  once 
he  was  unable  to  go  out  in  consequence  of  a  N.E.  gale, 
another  time  he  managed  to  get  five  score  of  nice  whiting, 
and  the  third  day  he  brought  away  fully  nine  score,  though 
he  threw  back  a  score  ;  these  fish  were  not  up  to  the  usual 
size  cf  Deal  whiting.  Acodof  61b.  was  also  taken.  Mr.Snare 
had  a  visit  to  Deal  with  some  friends,  and  between  them  took 
fifteen  score  of  whiting,  three  codling,  and  one  conger. 
Mr.  Woodruff,  Mr.  Gill,  and  Mr.  Walker  tried  Leigh  on  a 
'ery  cold,  miserable  day,  and  only  had  about  twenty  flat- 
fash  between  them,  though  the  fish  were  a  very  good  size. 
Mr.  Woodruff  captured  a  good  shad.    Mr.  Basten  was  at 
Deal  on  Saturday  last.    He  had  a  very  unpleasant  day, 
"^'"K  rough.    Six  score  of  whiting  and  one  cod 
of  61b.    Mr.  Jesse  Birch,  dabs,  flounders,  and  whiting 
from  Leigh.    Mr.  Hicks,  whiting  from  Newhaven.  Mr. 
Beamont,  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  were  at  Burnham 
on  Saturday.    It  was  rough  and  unsatisfactory  until  the 
afternoon,  when  some  four  score  of  fish  were  taken 
some  being  exceptionally  large.    Mr.  Beamont  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  visited  Cookham,  and  had  some  roach  fishing. 
They  showed  a  splendid  tray  of  roach  as  a  result.  Godden, 
ot  Cookham,  piloted  them,  and  they  speak  of  him  as  a 
very  piinstaking  man,  anxious  to  find  sport.   There  will 
be  a  special  general  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  at 
eight  o'clock,  notice  of  which  has  been  given,  and  it  is 
hoped  all  membera  will  make  an  effort  to  attend.    A  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Snare  for  presiding  closed  the  meeting. 
,  „  J-  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec). 

Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.G. 


There  was  a  splendid  display  of  fish  of  various  kinds  at 
Monday's  meeting,  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  presiding.  There 
was,  too,  a  large  gathering  of  members  to  hear  Mr.  A.  K. 
Matthews  read  his  promised  paper  on  "  Winter  Baits  for 
B.oach."    The  fish  shown  comprised  a  magnificent  chub 
from  the  society's  water  at  Newbury  weighing  41b.  ll|oz., 
caught  by  Mr.  R.  Bradford  ;  a  tray  of  handsome  roach  and 
chub  taken  in  the  Colne  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews ;  a  nice 
lot  of  roach  and  dace  grasaed  by  Mr.  C.  H.  O'Dowd,  also 
in  the  Colne  ;  a  chub  and  grayling  caught  at  Newbury  by 
Mr.  Frank  Ward ;  and  a  grayling  of  lib.  9oz.  taken  with 
others  La  a  Hampshire  river  by  Mr.  H.  A,  Rolt.  The 
display  was  certainly  one  of  the  finest  which  has  so  far 
graced  the  tables  this  year.    Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  who  did 
not  exhibit,  mentioned  that  when  spinning  for  pike  in  the 
Thames,  with  natural  bait,  he  ran  four  fish  in  as  many 
casts,  landing  three  out  of  the  four  averaging  41b.  apiece. 
The  chairman  having  called  upon  Mr.  Matthews  to  give 
his  reading,  the  latter,  after  alluding  to  the  ubiquitous 
character  of  the  ever  popular  roach,  stated  that  in  the 
winter  time  roach  were  in  their  prime.   Their  fighting 
qualities  were  then  fully  developed,  and  they  fed  better  in 
most  rivers  than  they  did  in  the  summer  and  autumn. 
Paste  and  gentles  were  perhaps  the  baits  most  used. 
The  pastes  comprised  the  ordinary  bread  paste,  brown 
bread  paste,  a  paste  made  from  an  arrowroot  biscuit, 
and    one   from    sponge   cake,   and  red   and  yellow 
pastes.    Red  and  yellow  pastes  took  well   in  rivers 
in  the  eastern  counties,  the  red  paste  being  coloured 
with   cocLiaeal,   and  the  yellow  with  saffron.  Two 
other  winter  baits  were  pearl  barley  and  macaroni. 
White  paste,  mixed  with  bran,  was  occasionally  killing, 
and  a  pellet  of  paste  (white)  enclosed  in  a  small  knob  of 
ground-bait  would  often  prove  attractive.    At  Bures 
brown  bread  paste  waa  seldom  found  wanting,  but  when 
rivers  were  running  wild  and  muddy  nothing  could  com- 
pare with  a  worm.    The  great  winter  bait  for  roach  was, 
of  course,  bread  crust,  and  the  meeting  was  told  how  to 
prepare  it  for  the  hook,  and  how  to  use  it.  Anecdotes 
were  related  of  experiences  the  lecturer  had  had  with 
crust,  trying  it  with  the  greatest  success  after  gentles  had 
proved  a  dead  failure.   The  origin  of  bread  crust  for  bait 
was  wrapt  in  mystery.     The  late  president  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  (Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs)  told  the  speaker 
that  he  remembered  it  being  employed  in  the  Thames 
fifty  years  ago.    However  that  might  be,  the  man  who 
invented  or  discovered  it  deserved  to  have  a  monument 
erected  to  his  memory.    Bread  crust  would  not  answer  in 
ponda,  streamy  water  being  essential  to  its  satisfactory  use 


LTCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOOIETT. 
The  seventh  annual  dinner  of  the  above  aociety  was  held 
on  Saturday,  Dec.  1,  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel,  Tottenham 
Court-road.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  occupied  the  chair,  with 
Mr.  A.  C.  Cannell  (president  of  the  society)  in  the  vioe- 
chair.  Many  well-known  gentlemen  interested  in  the  club 
were  present  at  table,  among  those  we  especially  noticed 
being  Mr.  Harpy  Malins,  Mr.  John  Leea,  Mr.  F.  H. 
Amphlett,  Mr.  S,  Deacock,  Mr.  Arthur  Weat,  Mr.  Perry 
and  "John  Archer,  Esq.,"  of  Battersea. 

During  the  evening  telegrams  were  received  from  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey,  Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  W.  Wade,  Mr.  Felix 
Dennis,  and  others  unable  to  be  present,  and  particular 
regret  was  expressed  at  the  absence  (through  illness)  of 
Mr.  L.  Chapiais,  the  proprietor  of  the  Ben  Jonson,  the 
society's  headquarters. 

An  admirable  dinner  was  provided  and  served  in  true 
Horse  Shoe  style,  the  sixty-two  "  Lyohnos "  present 
testifying  their  satisfaction  by  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  manager,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  for  hia  excellent  arrange- 
menta,  while  the  stewards,  Messra.  Swalthy,  Povey, 
Skinner,  and  Seabrook,  also  share  the  thanks  of  all  con- 
cerned for  their  admirable  conduct  of  affairs.    The  toaat 
of  "  The  Queen,"  proposed  by  the  chairman,  was  loyally 
responded  to  by  those  present,  after  which  a  splendid 
array  of  musical  talent  was  trotted  forth  for  the  members' 
edification— a  programme  indeed  hard  to  beat.    After  an 
overture  by  Mr.  A.  Baylis  and  an  admirably  rendered  song, 
The  SaOor's  Grave,"  by  the  same  gentleman,  Mr.  Harry 
Morris  gave  "Billy  Robinson  "  and  a  parody  on  "  Wedding 
Bells,"  two  extremely  funny  songs ;  Mr.  Dickens  followed 
in  excellent  voice  with  "  The  Desert  "  and  "  Our  Best  " 
after  which  Mr.  "Mickey"  Sullivan  sung  "That's  a 
Mick  "  as  only  a  "  Mick  "  could  aing  it.    The  advent  of 
Mr.  Hatton  was  an  unexpected  treat,  and  we  were  indeed 
sorry  not  to  hear  more  from  him.    Mr.  Charles  Golding 
was  as  funny  as  ever,  his  two  aongs — "  Here  we  are 
Again  "  and  "  There  Must  be  Another  One  Somewhere  " 
—producing  a  call  for  an  encore  that  could  not  be  refused. 
Mr.  George  Hilton  was  in  good  form  with  "  Girls  from 
Gay  Paree  "  and  "  We  Must  Have  a  Little  Bit  More," 
after  which  an  old  favourite,  in  the  person  or  Mr.  Alf  Smart, 
as  sweet  of  voice  as  ever,  sang  "  Only  Onoe  More,"  and 
in  response  to  a  general  demand,  again  delighted  his 
hearers  with  "  Sally  in  our  Alley."    In  conclusion  Mr.  W. 
Ambrose  gave  a  "club  solo,"  in  the  shape  of  a  most 
interesting  exhibition  of  Indian  club  exercise. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  was  most  ably  carried  ont  by 
the  chairman,  the  prize  winners  being  as  follows :  Mesara. 
Ransom,  Skinner,  Povey,  Martin,  Whittle,  Gabs.  Love. 
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Paton,  Dineen,  and  Sullivan.  The  prize  list  for  the 
ensning  year  received  a  splendid  addition  in  the  shape  of 
several  bandsome  donations  from  the  visitors,  after  which 
the  toast  of  "  The  Ljchnobite  Angling  Society,"  proposed 
by  the  chairman,  was  received  with  great  enthnsiascD,  a 
kindly  reference  being  also  made  to  the  absent  members 
in  South  Africa,  one  of  whose  portraits  is  given  on  another 
page. 

"  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  shortly  afterwards  brought  a  most 
succecsPal  evening  to  a  concIuBion.  S.  B. 


THE  KILLARNET  FISHERIES. 
In  his  annual  report  the  inspector  of  the  Killarney 
District  says  :  "  In  presenting  the  annual  report  I  regret 
to  say  that  the  year  just  closed  has  not  been  a  prosperous 
one  as  regards  the  supply  of  salmon  and  trout.  It  may 
interest  you  to  observe  that  the  spring  fishing  of  1898  was 
remarkably  good,  while  the  summer  was  bad.  The  spriog 
of  1899  was  bad,  while  the  summer  fish  showed  up  very 
well ;  but  as  regards  the  current  year,  both  the  spring  and 
summer  fishing  fell  off  to  a  considerable  extent.  So  far  as 
specific  cause  can  be  assigned  for  this  state  of  aSairs, 
efforts  have  been  made  by  a  few  private  individuals  to  aid 
in  the  multiplication  of  salmon  and  trout  by  artificial 
means,  as  the  following  figures  will  show :  During  the 
year  1899-90  there  were  hatched  out  at  Muckross,  Kil- 
larnev,  20  000  salmon;  at  Danmanaheen,  Killorglin, 
170,000  salmon ;  at  Carragh,  15,000  salmon,  and  20,000 
trout ;  and  at  Waterville.  80,000  salmon,  and  60,000  trout ; 
making  a  total  of  285  000  salmon  and  70  000  trout.  The 
expenditure  at  Dunmanaheen  by  the  Messrs.  Dodd  and 
Power  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  £238  7s.  4d.,  but 
I  am  unable  to  give  the  outlay  on  the  other  hatcheries.  I 
am  made  aware  that  the  Government,  through  the  Agri- 
cultural and  Technical  Board,  have  intimated  their 
willingness  to  lend  assistance  in  this  direction. 


THE  LEE  FISHERIES. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Lee  Board  of  Con- 
servators, Cork,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Robert  Dunscombe, 
D.L.,  presiding,  Mr.  E.  J.  Brennm,  inspector,  said  that 
from  information  he  had  obtained,  and  observation  made 
by  himself  and  bailiffs,  he  could  say  the  rivers  had  not 
been  so  well  stocked  with  fish  for  years.  The  R.I.O. 
of  both  East  and  West  Ridings  of  Cork  were  giviog  every 
assistance  in  preserving  the  rivers.  The  constabulary  at 
Bally vourney,  Carrignama,  and  Ballinagree  (Mill-street 
district)  had  been  successful  in  capturing  three  gangs  of 
poachers.  In  some  cases  they  had  to  plunge  into  the 
water  and  straggle  with  them.  The  chairman  said 
through  exertions  on  his  part  he  was  happy  to  say  he  got 
in  a  fair  amount  of  money  to  preterye  the  river,  and  he 
would  like  to  let  it  be  known  to  the  other  riparian  owners 
that  it  was  most  desirable  they  should  pay  up.  He  would 
be  very  much  obliged  to  them  to  send  in  their  subscriptions 
as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  keep  on  the 
preservation  of  the  rive^.  Owing  to  their  improved 
financial  condition  they  hoped  to  have  the  launch  running 
early  in  January,  so  as  tD  protect  the  lower  harbour. 

  J.  A.  B. 


POACHING  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT. 
At  the  Sheriff  Court,  Kinross,  recently,  seven  lads, 
residing  in  Milnathort,  were  charged  with  taking,  or 
attempting  to  take,  Loch  Leven  trout  from  a  small  stream, 
a  tributary  of  the  north  Queich,  one  of  the  feeders  of 
Loch  Leven.  Having  reason  to  suspect  that  spawning 
trout  were  being  taken  from  the  stream,  two  watchers 
concealed  themselves  in  a  wood  near  the  stream  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  18,  when  they  saw  the  lada  going  to  the 
stream,  and  after  a  number  of  them  had  provided  them- 
selves with  sticks,  they  commenced  to  move  about  the  side 
of  the  water,  striking  it  with  the  sticks.  One  of  them 
was  seen  to  lift  a  trout  out  of  the  water  and  throw  it  into 
a  field,  where  it  was  buried  by  one  of  the  party,  but 
afterwards  found  by  the  watchers.  One  of  the  lads 
pleaded  guilty,  and  the  others  tendered  a  plea  of  not 
guilty.  The  charge  was  found  proven  and  a  modified 
penalty  of  lOj.,  with  63.  8d.  of  expenses,  was  imposed 
upon  each,  or  a  week's  imprisonment.       R.  B.  Laing. 


COMPARATIVE   GRADES   OF  SALMON. 

The  foUowing  are  some  interesting  facts  pertaining  to 
the  time  of  shipment,  quality  and  various  grades  of 
salmon  packed  in  Alaska  and  other  parts  of  the  United 
States : 

Columbia  river  spring  chinook,  shipped  during  June, 
July,  and  August  from  Portland  and  Astoria,  Ore.  This 
fish  has  no  equal ;  it  is  deep  pink  in  colour,  extra  lioh 
oil;  packed  during  the  spring  months  on  the  Columbia 
river. 

Columbia  river  bluebacks,  shipped  during  Jane,  July, 
and  August  from  Portland  and  Astoria,  Ore.  A  deep  red 
fish,  good  oil ;  looks  exactly  like  a  sockeye ;  is  packed 
daring  the  spring  months  on  the  Columbia  river. 

Steelheads,  shipped  during  June,  July,  and  August 
from  Portland  and  Astoria,  Ore.  Are  now  about  out  of 
the  market,  owing  to  demand  from  the  freezers.  They 
are  paeked  at  the  same  time  as  chinooks  and  bluebacks 
and  shipped  from  the  same  points.  They  are  light  pink  in 
colour ;  good  oil. 

King  Alaska,  shipped  daring  September,  October,  and 
November  from  San  Francisco.  An  Alaska  spring  pack 
fish  ;  looks  like  Columbia  River  chinook  ;  deep  pink ; 
good  oil ;  fine  quality. 

Sacramento  River  chinook,  shipped  from  San  Francisco 
during  April,  May,  and  June.  Fully  equal  to  Columbia 
River  chinook  in  colour  and  oil,  but  not  qaite  10  rich  in 


taste ;  usually  sells  for  five  cents  under  the  Columbia 
River  chinook. 

Alatki  red,  shipped  during  September,  October,  and 
November  from  San  Francisco.  Is  deep  red  iuolour; 
every  fish  selected,  every  can  ciref  ally  weighed ;  good  oil. 

Alaska  echoes,  shipped  during  September,  October,  and 
November  from  San  Francisco.  A  spring  pack  fish, 
medium  red  in  colour,  good  oil,  firm  texture,  and  is  better 
value  than  a  Puget  Sound  coboa. 

Alaska  fancy  pink,  shipped  during  September,  October, 
and_  November  from  San  Francisco.  Its  name  deecribes 
it;  is  spriug  pack,  pink  in  colour,  firm  texture;  is  better 
fcban  a  Pue^t  Sound  humpback. 

Alaska  chums,  shipoed  during  Septembar,  October,  and 
November  from  San  Francisco.  Pale  colour,  firm  texture, 
thin  oil,  spring  pack. 

Columbia  river  fall  pa-jk  eilvereiiles,  shipped  from  Port- 
land and  Astoria,  Ore.,  during  October,  November,  and 
December.  Fair  texture,  pink  colour,  fair  oil.  Sells  very 
largely  in  the  south  because  of  its  having  Columbia  river 
on  the  label.  It  is  picked  when  the  fish  are  out  of  season, 
so  are  not  in  as  good  condition  as  in  the  spring.  It  is 
better  to  change  the  conversation  when  the  question  of 
quality  comes  up. 

Columbia  river  chams,  fall  pack,  shipped  from  Portland 
and  Astoria,  Ore.,  during  October,  November,  and 
December.  Pale  in  colour,  fair  texture  ;  about  the  same 
as  a  Puget  Sound  chums,  but  sells  for  more  money  on 
account  of  the  Columbia  label. 

Puget  Sound  humpbacks,  shipped  during  Novembsr  and 
December  from  Seattle,  Wash.  Fall  pick,  light  pi^  k,  but 
uneven  in  colour,  fair  texture  ;  usually  sell  for  five  cents, 
under  Alaska  fancy  pink.  They  run  freely  every  other 
year,  and  this  is  the  short  season,  so  that  buyers  can 
expect  short  deliveries  on  their  contracts. 

Puget  Sound  cohoes,  shipped  during  September,  October, 
and  November  from  Seattle,  Wash.  Fall  pack,  medium 
red  colour,  fair  texture.  Sells  for  about  the  same  price  as 
Alaska  cohoes,  but  at  an  even  price  Alaska  gets  the 
preference. 

Alaska  sookeyes,  shippped  during  September,  October, 
and  November  from  San  Francisco.  Spring  pack,  firm 
texture,  red  colour,  but  not  as  deep  red  as  a  Puget  Sound. 
Sockeye  usually  sells  for  from  2J  cents  to  5  cents  a  dozen 
more  than  Alaska  red. 

Puget  Sound  sockeye,  shipped  during  August  and  Sep- 
tember from  Seattle,  Wash.  Deep  red  in  colour,  rich  oil, 
firm  texture,  summer  pack.  It  has  a  somewhat  dry 
taste ;  usually  sells  for  10  cents  a  dozen  more  than  red 
Alaska. 

Puget  Sound  chums,  shipped  during  November  and 
December  from  Seattle,  Wash.  Fall  pack  almost  white 
in  colour,  soft  texture,  usually  sells  for  5  cents  a  dozen 
under  Alaska  chums.  This  is  a  short  year;  few  will  be 
packed. — Chicago  Grocer. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  56  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.O. 

14,  987.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  G  P.  Tate,  London- 
road,  Ips*ich,  Suff  )lk.  Relates  to  r'  eh. 
The  barrel  rotates  as  usual  on  a  spindle  fixed 
to  the  plate,  and  is  driven  by  a  crauk  through 
gear-wheels.  The  crank  axle  passes  through 
a  block,  which  is  free  to  slide  in  a  radial  slot 
to  throw  the  wheels  into  and  out  of  gear. 
This  movement  is  effected  by  the  rotation  of 
an_  eccentric  pin  by  the  finger-piece,  the  pin 
being  Jinked  to  the  block.  A  spring  push- 
brake  is  applied  to  the  rim  of  the  barrel. 

15,223.    Fishing  tackle  cases.    Patentee:  Mr.  E.  R  S. 

Bartleet,  Abbey  Mills,  Redditcb,  Worcester- 
shire. A  circular  box  for  fishing  tackle  is 
divided  into  compartments  by  radial  partitions. 
A  transparent  rotating  cover  has  one  segment 
removed,  so  that  it  can  be  brought  over  any 
one  of  the  compartments.  The  blank  com- 
partment over  which  the  segmental  space  in 
the  coyer  usually  rests  is  fitted  on  the  under- 
side with  a  sliding  cover. 

15,456.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  D.  McL.  Quarles,  of  Main- 
street,  Clarksville,  Tennessee,  U.S.A.  Reels 
and  winches,  rod.  Relates  to  a  reel  in  which 
the  line  drum  can  be  set  free  to  run  easily  for 
casting,  geared  to  a  band-driving  crank,  or 
geared  to  a  spring  drum  to  automatically  play 
a  hooked  fish.  The  flanged  drum  is  fixed  on 
a  shaft,  one  end  of  which  is  fitted  with  a 
pinion  gearing  with  a  wheel  through  which 
the  axle  of  the  crank  slides.  The  ciank  and 
drum  are  geared  together  by  pulling  out  the 
axle  to  engage  a  oross-pin  with  pins  projecting 
from  the  face  of  the  wheel.  The  outer  end 
of  the  shaft  projects  into  and  gaars  with  a 
drum,  between  which  and  the  casing  of  the 
line  drum  a  spiral  spring  is  mounted.  The 
ends  of  this  spiing  are  0  ^noectei  to  the  drum 
and  boss  respectively.  Upon  a  shaft  fixed  in 
the  drum  a  pinion  and  epur-wheel  are  mounted 
and  connected  together.  The  pinion  engages 
with  a  spur  wheel  fixed  on  the  bofg,  and  the 
wheel  gears  with  a  pinion  on  a  short  spindle 
coaxial  with  the  spindle. 


Orisntal  B00S8  former)y  isBued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
pablished  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  PnbliBhers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  0ATAL09UB  of  these  Text  Books,  Glass  Books,  His- 
tories, and  iBdian  Qovemment  PablUiMSsns  can  be  had  en 
appUoatiOB. 


THE  MICHIGAN  GRAYLING. 
By  A,  C.  Babbitt. 
(Read  before  the  American  Fisheries  So.ietj), 

Dr.  Hrnshall's  papers  on  Montana  g  aylmg  were 
deeply  iLtpres:!  g  to  me,  carrying  my  thoughts  backward 
to  a  time  when  .Mirhigan's  type  of  the  species — Thymallun 
/ricoJor— were  aljiost  the  sole  ccoupants  of  at  least  lOOO 
miles  of  limpid,  running  tpring  water,  cf  varying  width 
and  deepnees,  threading  the  pine-clad  sections  of  twenty- 
three  counties  of  the  Peninsular  State,  lying  north  of  a 
line  drawn  from  the  south  line  of  Oceana  county,  on  Lake 
Michigan,  running  north-easterly  to  the  lower  side  cf 
Arenac  county,  on  Saginaw  Bay. 

In  the  early  seventies  most  of  the  streams  and  tribu- 
taries in  the  following  list  were  literally  oversti  cied  with 
grayling.  The  northern  portion  of  Arenao  county  is 
traversed  by  the  Au  Ores  river,  which  mingles  its  waters 
with  those  of  Saginaw  Bay.  Thence  north,  flowing  into 
Lake  Huron,  are  the  Au  Sable,  Black,  Pigeon,  and 
Sturgeon  rivers,  besides  two  branches  of  the  Thunder  Bay 
river,  the  Rainy  river,  and  Canada  Creek.  From  the 
apex  of  the  peninsula  south  the  waters  cf  Lake  Michigan 
receive  those  of  the  Maple,  Boyne,  Jordan,  Boardman, 
Manistee,  Little  Manistee,  Pere  Marquette,  White,  and 
Muskegon  rivers,  all  of  which  were  originally  the  home  of 
the  grayling.  The  one  grayli;  g  stream  of  the  Upper 
Peninenta  is  the  east  branch  of  the  Ontonagon  river, 
which  empties  into  Lake  Supurior  west  of  Keweenaw 
Point.  By  coastline  the  mouth  of  the  Oatonagon  is 
upward  of  400  miles  from  the  coast  of  the  Lower 
Peninsula.  On  account  of  the  strictly  noD-migrat  ry 
habits  of  tricolor,  it  would  seem  that  the  Ontonagon 
specimen  should  rect:ive  a  separate  claseifioation. 

My  acquaintance  with  grayling  dates  from  previously. 
Dr.  J.  C.  Parker,  of  Grand  Rapids,  had  identified  the 
species  from  specimens  taken  from  one  of  its  most 
southerly  habitats,  Hensey  Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Muske- 
gon river.  We  early  settlers  of  Crawford  county,  how- 
ever, were  ignorant  of  the  fact,  and  many  long  evening! 
were  partly  taken  up  with  discussions  as  to  the  identity 
of  the  fish,  with  which  the  streams  of  the  county 
abounded.  Supposedly  a  species  of  trout,  its  specific  nama 
depended  on  the  particular  stream  from  which  it  wai 
taken.  In  that  locality  it  was  generally  designated  Au 
Sable,  or  Manistee  trout.  By  some,  however,  it  was 
claimed  that  this  stranger  was  no  trout  at  all,  but  more 
likely  a  "  cisco  or  jack  salmon,"  while  others,  wiser  in 
their  own  conceit,  pronounced  this  rara  avis  a  "cross 
between  a  sucker  and  lake  herring." 

In  1875  the  upper  portion  of  the  Au  Sable  and  Manistee 
rivers  retained  yet  their  primal  beauty  ;  their  stock  of 
grayling  was  practically  intact.  A  catch  of  681b.  was  not 
an  uncommon  thing  as  a  result  of  one  day's  fishing  with 
a  fly  rod.  By  this  means  the  demand  from  Chicago, 
Cincinnati,  and  Detroit  for  g-ayliog  was  over  supp  ied, 
so  little  was  this  delicious  table  fish  known.  Ae  iio  fame 
as  a  game  fish  and  an  epicurean  dainty  stread,  fithermen 
came  from  afar,  who  aim  >ft  iLvariably  uronour  ced  ic 
tuperior  to  br  <  k  tr  nt  in  b  ^th  <  t  tti>se  qatli'it's.  1' ii 
to  be  hoped  that  an  tffjit  will  be  m:dt)  to  prop  iiat<i 
Thymallus  tricolor  by  melhcoB  sinii  ar  to  tt.o.-e  e oiployed 
iu  iht)  propagation  of  i's  coneeutr  lu  Mout<na.  T«o 
questions  in  regarl  to  T  tricolor  have  f  r  some  time 
engaged  the  attention  of  fisb-cu  tuii^ts :  First,  irquiry  as 
to  the  cause  for  the  rapid  depopulation  of  grayling 
streams ;  second,  why  have  attempts  at  artificial  or  pro- 
t  oted  propagation  of  the  species  been  eoonomio  'ailures  ? 

O'^ing  to  the  gregarious  and  feariess  na  ure  of  T. 
tricolor,  I  believe  that  the  game  amount  of  fishing  on  a 
gra>hng  and  trout  stream  of  similar  character  would 
make  a  greater  impression  on  the  stock  in  the  grayling 
stream  than  in  the  trout  stream.  The  real  cause  for  the 
prac'ical  exterminati  n  of  Michigan  grayling,  however, 
has  been  logging  operations.  On  account  of  their  peculiaj: 
spawting  habits,  the  log  drive  has  year  after  year  practi- 
cally shut  cut  that  function,  besides  undoubtedly  destroying 
numbers  of  adult  fish. 

T.  tricolor's  habits  are  for  ten  months  in  the  year 
strictly  local.  During  this  period  he  will  occupy  a  portion 
of  a  river's  bed  circumscribed  by  one  square  foot  of  spacs. 
No  matter  if  hundreds  are  domiciled  in  a  bend  of  the  river, 
each  and  every  one  keeps  separate  house.  If  disturbed, 
driven  out,  each  returns  to  the  precise  spot  which  he 
formerly  occupied.  About  March  10  there  is  a  general 
exodus  from  their  haunts,  a  run  downstream.  When 
nature  prompts  their  return  they  begin  a  lingering  ascent 
or  up-run,  performing  spawning  furc'ions  on  the  way 
upstream,  at  points  for  which  the  gravid  fishes  have  a 
special  predilection,  on  either  sand  or  gravel,  according 
to  the  character  of  their  habitat.  T,  tricolor's  habits,  or 
preferences,  are  immutably  fixed,  as  unchangeable  as  fate. 
She  has  a  preference  for  a  particular  portion  of  the  river's 
bed  on  which  to  spawn,  and  there  she  will  deposit  her  eggs 
or  not  at  all.  If  a  log  jam  rests  on  the  spot  of  her  choice, 
as  is  often  the  case,  being  piled  from  the  bottom  to  the 
surface  of  the  water,  she  will  hold  on  to  her  eggs  until  the 
garm  dies  rather  than  cast  them  in  any  other  place.  Thi  se 
traits  reuder  it  an  impossioiiity  to  propagate  the  species 
anywhere  else  but  in  their  native  haunts 

In  short,  the  Michigan  type  of  Thymallus  must  have  a 
down  run.  She  must  also  find  her  spawning  ground 
unobstructed  on  her  return,  or  prrpagation  of  her  kind  is 
off  for  that  Sfason.  The  experience  of  seveial  years 
devoted  to  tfforts  at  domestication  of  grayling  oonvinces 
me  that  it  is  impr*oticable. 

I  bel'eve,  however,  that  protected  propagation  of 
Thymallus  tricolor  is  both  practicable  and  feasible, 
provided  a  stream  can  be  foutd  where  logging  operations 
are  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  where  enough  grayling  have 
survived  to  serve  as  a  nncleous  for  future  operaliona  under 
the  protection  and  manipulation  of  fishculturists. 

Forest  and  Stream. 
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Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min.  for  Ohelsea.  /-65  mln.  for  Kew. 

40   „     „   Putney.  ...  \  75    „     „  Bichmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  "ISO  „  ,,  Twickenham. 
SO   „     „   Barnes.  (,85   „     „  Teddington. 

EXAMPLB  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.26,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B  —A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  it 

Tims  of  Hisb  Watub  at  London  BRicaa. 

Morning. 

,   3  45   

  3.30   


Saturday.  Dec. 

Sunday,  „ 

Monday,  ,, 

Tuesday,  „ 

Wednesday,  „ 

Thursday,  , . 

Friday,  „ 


9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 


4.14 
4.56 

5  38 
6.22 
7.  .S  , 


Kyenlog. 

  3.  2 

  3  56 

....  4.36 

.....  5.17 

....  5.59 

....  6  44 

....  7..3: 


HlSH  WATBE  at  AMBBBLXT  and  FULBOBOueE. 

O.J  „  ,  Morning.  Kvenlng. 

Saturday,    Dec.    3.28   3  49 

Sunday,         „    410  4 

Monday,         „      10   4.54   6.16 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Pnlborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — Daring  the  early 
part  of  the  week  sport  on  the  Thames  was  most  disap 
pointing.    Very  few  anglers  had  fish  on  Sunday  and 
Monday,  owing  principally  to  the  fact  that  the  river  had 
again  become  very  bright.    In  the  lower  reaches  the  water 
was  rising,  though  without  colour  ;  but  after  Wednesday' 
and  Thursday's  rain  the  river  bad  gained  a  nice  colour.  In 
the   mid-reaches  there  is  a  much  better  stream,  and 
prospects  for  the  week-end  are  very  favourable.  At 
Teddington  several  bream  have  been  caught,  but  they 
have  besn  out  of  the  reach  of  bank  anglers.    Now,  how 
ever,  the  fi^h  should  be  found  closer  in  to  the  bank.  Mr- 
Judge,  fishing  near  the  Sun   Hotel  landing-stage,  at 
Kingston,  ia  a  swim  of  J.   Knight's  (fiBbermai  ),  had 
thrcp  d'  z-^n  roach  on  Sunday  attprnoon,  and  these  were 
pr^.c'ic^liy  the  only  roich  had  at  Kingston  that  day.  But 
the  fiict  shows  thi*-,  th  •  fi'^h  are  leavint;  niiJ  stre  im  no>v 
that  there  u  a  better  str*>am  npar  the  tiack.    Mr.  A.  C 
Gardner,  fishing  last  week  with    Lotin    Hackett  at 
Cliertsey  Weir,  had  two  jack,  of  5f  lb.  and  S^ib.  respec- 
tively, the  former  fish  being  in  perfect  condition.  In 
asking  Thames  anglers  to  kindly  notify  me  (at  47,  High- 
street,  Kingston-on-Thames)  of  their  sport,  for  iuEertion 
in  this  column,  I  would  point  cut  that  their  letters  must 
reach  me  by  Thursday  morning.    I  hope,  with  the 
assistance  of  those  who  read  this  column,  to  make  it  one 
of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  F.  G. — P.  H 
Amphlett. 

  (Eton).— A  continuous  and  heavy  riin  has  fallen 

during  the  p48t  twelve  hours  (VVedncsdaj)  and  the  pros 
pects  are  that  a  coloured  water  will  be  the  result  about 
Friday.  Messrs.  0.  Franklin  and  Cartwright,  pUoted  by 
John  Keene,  had  a  good  day  amongst  the  jiok  on  Dec.  1, 
the  two  best  fish  scaling  /Jib.  and  51b.  2oz  ;  Mr.  G. 
Shephard,  18lb.  roach  and  chub  ;  and  Messrs.  Mobbs  and 
friend,  six  dozen  roach,  several  over  lib.  and  very  few 
under  Jib. — Cecil  Howlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  here  is  a  very  nice  colour 

and  a  very  fair  stream  running,  but  the  quantity  of  rain 
that  has  fallen  during  the  last  few  days  may  thicksn  it  by 
the  week-end.  Bank  fishermen  have  not  been  doiagmuch 
with  the  roach,  although  these  fish  are  at  the  present 
feeding  better.  Some  good  sport  baa  been  had  among  the 
pike.  Dr.  E.  P.  Jeston  has  taken,  among  others,  a  pike 
of  SJlb.  and  a  number  of  perch,  but  no  large  ones.  Dr. 
William  Ettles  was  fishing  at  Shiplake  on  Nov.  2.3  and  24. 
In  a  letter  from  the  doctor,  he  says :  "  George  Smith 
piloted  me  to  a  happy  hunting  ground,  where  I  had  some 
fine  sport.  We  had'  twenty-one  runs  in  the  two  days,  of 
which  four  fish  were  lost,  four  returned,  and  thirteen 
killed,  best  fish  5|lb."  He  recommends  Smith  as 
a  first-rate  fisherman,  and  one  who  does  not  know 
the  meaning  of  the  word  trouble.  On  Nov.  24, 
Mr.  G.  Clements  and  friend,  fishing  with  G. 
Arlett,  took  seven  jick,  best  fish  81b.,  which  fell  to 
the  rod  of  the  frisnd ;  the  take  weighed  25'.b.  Mr. 
Drake,  in  four  days'  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  has  taken 
nineteen  jick.  I  weighed  the  best  three  fish  of  this  take, 
and  they  went  IDJlb.,  the  best  fish  scaling  close  on  9Ib. 
Mr.  Phillips,  fishing  with  G.  Smith  on  Dec,  1  and  2,  took 
six  jack,  the  best  fiah  SJlb.,  and  a  chub  of  31b.  On  Dec.  2 
a  patron  of  G.  Vanghan  took  niae  jack,  but  small,  the 
be^t  fish  goiog  only  3|lb.  On  Deo.  3  Messrs.  Dax  and 
Pullen,  out  with  the  last-named  professional,  took  four 
jack,  best  brace  weighing  101b.  Messrs.  White  and 
French  were  out  with  the  "  General  "  on  the  eame  date 
and  took  one  jick  41b.  One  angler  has  taksn  two  dozen 
roach,  and  others  have  taken  jack  of  3Ib  and  41b.  each. 
Giwon  some  f -ostv  weather  the  jack  and  parch  would  feed 
wfll.  A  <rn  d  -uddIv  of  Thimes  dace  can  now  be  obtained 
from — Stanley  Mead 

  (Iiech;ale,  CrI.klade,  &o.).— Weather  rough 

and  boisttr  uH.  Eiver  not  in  oider,  but  some  good  lakes 
are  being  had.  Springs  are  now  running  which  have 
been  dry  for  months.  Messrs.  Morgan,  Eawlinaon,  John- 
son, and  Eawlia  have  been  out. — The  Eambt.ee. 


  (Teddington  Weir).— During  the  week  I  have 

had  seventy-three  bream,  twelve  barbel,  eleven  dnzsn  fine 
dace,  one  jack.  My  customers  have  been  Messrs.  Withers, 
Covington,  Strutt,  Cavall,  Williams,  and  F.  Brown.  The 
water  is  now  in  fine  condition,  and  all  next  week  there 
will  be  no  tide  to  interfere  with  the  fishing. — Walter 
McBridk. 

(Twickenham). — River  now  in  good  order  for 
fishing,  the  recent  nin  having  nicely  coloured  the  river. 
Under  these^  conditions  bream  fishing  should  ba  good. 
Mr.  Penne  11  captured  a  nic?  pike  of  161b.  from  the  Mole, 
which  he  has  entrusted  me  to  have  set  up. — F.  J.  Osden 
Smith. 

Av£n  and  Tributaries  (Somersetshire).— The 

local  anglers  are  jubilant  that  the  long  wished  for  rain  has 
come  in  earnest,  and  we  may  expect  good  bags  when  the 
water  goss  down  a  little.  Some  fine  pike  have  been  caught 
locally.  Mr.  Fred  Burford,  of  Saltford,  an  old  Lady 
Margaret's  boating  man,  while  fishing  in  some  private 
waters  up  the  Avon,  caught  on  a  minnow  trace  a  pike 
which  weighed  close  on  16lb  ,  and  measured  38in.  It  was 
an  old  fish.  A  neophyte,  fishing  the  same  water  some 
days  after,  struck  and  landed  (with  assistance)  a  well-grown 
pike  of  ISJlb.,  measuring  42in.  I  hear  that  two  gentle- 
men, fishing  in  a  private  lake  in  Wiltshire,  had  a  red-letter 
day  recently.  They  totalled  fifty  fish  kept,  besides  others 
turned  in  again,  weighing  2501b.,  the  largest  was  over 
191b.  Mr.  J.  E.  Wilson,  a  Bath  angler,  had  a  nice  catch 
of  pike  in  the  Kennett  and  Avon  Canal,  at  Bradford-on- 
Avon,  this  week,  of  four  pike,  weighing  201b. ;  the  largest 
was  noarlsj  91b. — Spinning  Minnow. 

Bottisham  Iiooks  (Waterbeaoh,  Cam.).  — 
Although  the  weather  has  been  very  stormy  all  the  week 
the  water,  as  to  colour  and  condition,  remains  clean  and 
good  for  both  the  pikist  and  roachist.  This  Thursday 
very  mild.  The  locks  having  been  repaired  have  dis- 
turbed the  fish  a  bit.  The  gates  having  to  be  opened  for 
the  purpose  caused  an  extra  quantity  of  back-water  to  be 
let  through,  so  that  the  fish,  with  the  strength  of  the 
current,  seem  to  be  removed  lower  down-stream  a  little 
With  settled  weather  we  are  expecting  good  sport  on  this 
free  water.  Live  baits  had  at  look-keeper's  fresh  daily, 
For  roach  the  best  baits  are  yellow  paste  and  gentles. 
John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).- Very  dull, 
damp  weather  still  prevails,  with  slight  foggy  airs  from 
the  east.    The  Broad  is  still  on  the  clear  side,  in  spite  of 
all  the  recent  rain,  but  the  river  has  rather  more  colour  in 
it,  and  roioh  feed  particularly  well,  though  the  siz^  doss 
not  seem  to  reach  anything  rtmarkable.    O  1  hursday 
roach  were  eag^'ily  on  ths  feed  at  Coltisha'.l,  and  in  an 
hour  bffore  dark  I  landed  about  a  fc.ore  of  pretty  fish 
not!  i  <a;,  however,  reaching  lib.,  but  all  in  such  absolut»l 
lovely  coi  dition,  and  so  game.    White  paste  will  now  kiil 
niHoh  b'tter  than  anything  up  there,  though  small  r<  d 
worm  is  not  bad,  as  there  is  also  the  chance  of  bagging 
some  perch.    To-day  (2ud)  roach  fed  fairly  well  bo'h 
below  and  above  Wroxham,  buo  pike  were  very  much  off 
Anyone  staying  at  Coltishall  will  fiod  very  comfortable 
quarters  at  the  White  Hors9  Hotel,  adjoining  the  river 
and  from  what  I  have  seen,  the  charges  are  most  reason 
able.    The  roach  fishing  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  Norfolk 
rivers  I  consider  far  preferable  in  the  winter  (when  weods 
are  down)  to  that  obtained  in  the  marshland  reaches  at 
that  season,  as  in  the  latter  one  is  simoly  besieged  by  the 
smill  rosc^  and  rudd,  which  is  a  nuisance,  unless  one  is 
fishing  for  pike  bait.    Well  up  the  rivers  one  g-ts  a  far 
bf-tter  average  size  of  fish,  and  the  quality  is  of  ih=f  finest, 
which  cannot  be  said  of  the  fiah  taken  in  the  s'uggish, 
marshy  reaches. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  last  two  days  of  the  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Camel,  Nov.  29  and  30,  furnished  some  very 
fair  sport.  Mr.  Marks  had  two  fish  of  61b.  and  151b. ; 
Capt.  Eoe  had  a  battle  royal  and  was  defeated  ;  another 
rod  had  two,  the  heaviest  161b.,  and  one  or  two  more  were 
taken  high  up.  The  rivers  are  now  io  very  heavy  flood, 
higher  than  they  have  been  for  the  year, — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— With  reference  to  the 
scarcity  of  salmon  in  the  Dart,  Mr.  J.  J.  Baker,  of  Stoke 
Gabriel,  in  sending  in  his  report  of  salmon  caught,  states 
that  a  similar  depletion  occurred  some  200  years  ago,  the 
record  of  Skipper  Davis  of  the  Dartside  Village  showing 
■  bat  there  were  five  or  six  bad  seasons  in  his  time.  Let  us 
hope  that  another  200  years  will  elapse  before  another 
spell  of  ill  luck  is  experienced.  Mr.  Shrubsole's  suggestion 
as  to  the  establishment  of  hatcheries  in  Devonshire  is  not 
new  one,  as  some  eighteen  mouths  or  two  years  ago  the 
question  was  before  the  Dart  Conservators,  who,  I  think, 
signified  their  willingness  to  make  the  experiment  were 
their  finances  in  a  sufficiently  flourishing  condition. 
Unfortunately,  the  rebuilding  of  passes  and  repair  of 
weirs  has  absorbed  most  of  the  revenue,  and,  curiously 
enough,  an  authority  on  fishing  has  given  the  opinion  that 
these  very  improvements  have  aided  partly  to  denade  the 
lower  waters  of  fish.  It  wa^  thought  that  the  fish  had  too 
easy  access  to  the  moorland  streams,  being  able  to  ascend 
on  small  freshets. — Devonian. 

Fen   District  (Sonth  SaiaoB.  and  .Cambs.).— 
Roach  fishing  is  reported  as  showing  improved  conditions. 
Better  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  usual  haunts,  and 
particularly  about  Snrfleet,  on  the  Glen,  which  is  always 
regarded  as  a  first-class  winter  water.    Days  are  very 
short,  butnoiv  and  again  71b.  or  81b.  are  made  at  a  visit. 
The  chief  sport  in  this  district,  however,  has  been  pike 
fishing.    Most  of  the  fish  taken  by  trolling  are  all  on  the 
small  side  so  far  ;  a  brace,  however,  is  reported  about  91b., 
nother  about  8  b  .  and  another  about  10  b.    About  the 
St  fish  on  the  Forty-foot  ecarcely  ecal  d  61b.  Miirket 
Deeping  anglers  are  also  said  to  be  doing  fairly  well  on  ti  e 
Welland  lengths,  but  individual  takes  are  not  worth 
rlioation.— Limpet. 

Xdle  District  (North  Notts).— The  streams  in  this 
district  are  now  running  in  fine  trim  both  for  bottom 


fishing  and  trolling.  The  middle  reaches  about  Scrooby 
and  Mattersey  have  been,  perhaps,  the  most  productive. 
By  adopting  the  Nottingham  style  of  swimming  the 
maggot  some  good  lots  of  roach  and  fair  samples  of  dace 
have  come  to  band.  From  the  upper  reaches  the  capture 
of  chub  and  grayling  have  been  reported ;  the  same 
methods  have  been  8UC03B8tul  on  the  Eyton.  A  Eotherbam 
angler  is  reported  to  have  got  a  nice  lot  of  dace  running 
up  to  nearly  lib.  each.  Visitors  to  the  Haxey  district  have 
not  had  much  to  report  j  good-sized  fish  are  awkward  to 
come  across.  Some  visitors  the  other  day:  are  stated  to 
have  come  across  some  fair-sized  pike  in  their  spinning 
operations  — L. 

X>ark,  Cam,  Ouse  (Ely,  Islrham,  SXildenhall, 
Barton  Mil  s)._ — Water  in  good  order  for  pike  or  bottom 
fishing.  Been  raining  nearly  every  day  for  the  last  week, 
river  full  in  consequence;  it  looks  like  keeping  on. 
Several  very  good  pike  were  takan  last  Monday,  3rd,  near 
Isleham,  and  a  brace  of  very  fine  perch  near  the  Pish 
and  Duck,  near  Prickwillow.  Two  large  otters  were  killed 
along  the  river  last  week. — Eaven. 

Lea. — Eeports  of  good  baskets  of  roach  are  still 
wanting  up  to  the  time  of  writing  (Thursday),  and  it  is 
not  expected  that  the  roach  will  feed  really  well  until  the 
river  has  been  thoroughly  scoured.  The  river  is  in  much 
better  order,  and  there  is  more  stream  moving.  In  the 
Hertford  district  nice  roach  and  dace  have  been  basketed, 
some  of  the  roach  running  up  to  and  over  lib.  At  Ware 
and  St.  Margaret's  (Broadwater)  roach,  perch,  and  pike 
have  been  landed.  "The  water  from  the  Amwell  Magna 
Anjling  Society's^  preserves  to  the  Black  Hole,  at  Eye 
House,  ought  to  yield  some  clinking  roach  now.  I  hear 
of  a  few  ack  being  captured  at  Waltham  Abbey,  and  here 
in  the  backwater  roach  should  feed  well  when  the  stream 
begins  to  travel.  In  the  streamy  part  of  the  Lea  I  have 
found  breadcrust  take  among  the  roach  and  dac9.  With 
minnows  some  good  perch  ought  to  bo  landed. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Ln^Sr  and  Arrow  (Iieomlnstsv).— Both  streams 
have  again  changed,  and  are  now  out  of  order  for  any 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  miserable,  and 
angling  has  been  out  of  the  question.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  the  water  was  high,  but  got  down  and  cleared  a 
little  by  Monday.  Heavy  rain  setting  in,  the  rivers  are 
now  rising  quickly  and  are  muddy,  and  the  prospects  for  any 
grayling  fishing  this  side  Christmas  are  very  poor. 
Frosts  and  fine  weather  wonld  do  wonders. — Gwynne. 

Lnefgf,  ,£,rrow,  and  ?insley  (Kini^siand).— 
Though  rivers  are  but  little  stained,  they  are  too  high  for 
fishinsf,  and,  as  the  weather  continues  unfavourable,  the 
prospects  for  sport  the  coming  week  are  decidedly  bad,  for 
since  daybreak  this  (Wednesday)  morning  till  now 
(6  30  p.m  )  a  sfe.idy,  thick  continuous  lain  has  been  fall- 
ing, with  no  immeoiate  indication  of  a  change,  glass  b.^ing 
very  low  and  inclined  to  sink,  with  wind  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  south.— R.  T.  Williams 

Nene'  (Peterborong'Jii. — Heavy  downpours  of  rain 
for  several  days  have  at  last  brought  the  river  into  a  con- 
dition such  as  we  generally  witness  here  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  li  is  now  so  swollen  that  the  water  will  very  soon 
be  outside  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  angling  will  have  to  be 
put  on  one  side  for  a  time.  Since  my  last  report  pike  fish- 
ing has  been  carried  ou  with  successful  results  ;  but  the 
best  catch  of  the  week  has  been  at  Earl's  Barton,  where 
Mr.  G.  Cross  succeeded  in  capturing  a  fine  fith  of  over 
101b  in  weight.  nrid  mensuring  33iu.  in  length. — E  A.  S. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  (Heudon).— On  Dec.  2  we  had  a 
very  go,  d  Caleb  of  jack  in  lur  1  ibe.  Mr.  Bird  landed  an 
8Jib  jick;  and  a  4Jlb.  and  2ilb.  were  also  lauded.- F 
Dixon. 

Onae  (3t.  Ives,  Hunts).— State  of  river  is  improving 
every  day,  and  these  continuous  rains  should  improve 
matters  all  round,  especially  amongst  the  chub  and  roach, 
but  despite  all  people  say,  the  weeds  are  a  great  drawback 
to  suocssaful  piking  or  perching.  Pike  up  to  81b.  12oz., 
and  roach  up  to  lib.  5oz.  have  been  weighed-in  this  week. 

— E.  COLLINSON. 

Oase<  .,t.  Neots).— The  rains  of  the  last  two  days  has 
given  the  water  a  nice  tinge,  and  to-night  (Wednesday)  it 
is  still  raining,  and  there  appears  to  be  every  probability 
that  by  the  end  of  the  week,  the  condition  of  things  all 
round  will  be  more  favourable  than  they  have  yet  been 
during  the  present  season.  Nothing  to  report  iti  the  way 
of  captures,  as  anglers  have  remained  at  home  during  the 
past  week. — Wm.  Nash. 

Severn,  Vyrnw;y,  Tanat,  and  C^in  (Llanyny- 
nech). — There  is  not  the  slightest  improvement  in  the 
state  of  the  weather  up  to  the  time  of  writing,  as  it  still 
continues  very  changeable  from  wet  to  stormy,  and  in  the 
earlier  hours  of  Tuesday  morning,  after  several  hours  of 
very  heavy  rain,  the  wind  blew  with  great  violence  for  a 
long  time,  but  not  much  damage  was  done.  The  cold  and 
biting  east  wind  has  given  place  to  a  much  milder 
atmosphere  more  resembling  April  than  December.  The 
rivers  in  this  neighbourhood  are  quite  full,  but  no  serious 
flood  has  occurred,  although  even  the  very  dry  land  round 
here  is  completely  water-soaked,  and  such  a  long  con- 
tinuance of  wet  weather  has  not  often  occurred.  Of 
course,  angling  in  these  streams,  excepting  for  pike,  is  at  a 
standstill.  In  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  in  which  pike, 
perch,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish  are  very  plentiful  since 
the  time  that  the  angling  has  ceased  to  be  at  the  discretion 
of  all  comers,  who  took  the  fish  from  it  in  every  conceivable 
manner,  tbere  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  in  future  the 
revenue  derived  from  the  small  charge  made  for  angling  in 
it  will  well  repay  the  proprietors  for  the  small  extra 
ipense  incurred  in  protecting  the  fish  iu  this  canal. — 
VvRNwy. 

Kicotir  (Bn  £S,  SnfFolk).— The  water  is  still  not 
colcnred  to  any  extent,  but  fish  are  feeding  better,  and 
some  decent  bags  of  roach  have  been  made  duiing  the  last 
*3W  days,  principally  by  local  anglers.  A  few  anglers  were 
out  on  the  2nd,  and  several  fish  were  oanght,  the  heaviest 
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bag  bi'ing  141b.  Several  pike  have  also  b?en  taken,  one 
angler  having,  amongst  others,  one  of  5Jlb. ;  and  on  tbe 
4th  a  local  angler  had  a  &sh  of  61b  ,  many  of  smaller  size 
also  being  taken.  To-day  (Wednesday)  it  has  been 
raining  all  day,  and  looks  likely  to  coatinue  so,  which 
ought  to  make  reaching  proepects  look  better  for  the  9th. 
Gtntles  or  brown  paste  are  still  the  moat  killing  baita. — 
W.  T.  Bainbeidge. 

SuBsez  Xbivers  and  ChioliSBtef  Canal  —Rivers 
were  fining  down  and  getting  in  nice  order  for  pike  fishing, 
but  the  weather  has  undergone  a  sudden  change.  Rain 
has  fallen  heavily,  with  south-westerly  gales,  and  on 
Wedneeday  a  line  could  not  be  kept  on  the  water.  Plenty 
of  anglers  were  out  early  in  the  week,  but  bream  and  rcaoh 
were  quite  oft  fesd,  A  pike  of  81b.  was  recently  taken  at 
Henfield,  on  the  Adur,  and  a  brace  of  31b.  fish  from  the 
water  below.  A  few  visitors  have  fished  Chichester  Canal 
with  but  indifferent  sucoesa.  A  pike  of  S^lb. ,  and  bream 
of  IJlb.  is  the  best  record.  Small  fish  give  sport,  but  they 
average  from  6oz.  to  8jz._  The  weather  is  exceptionally 
mild,  and  until  we  get  a  few  frosts  we  cannot  hope  for 
sport  among  the  pike. — Gbosge  F.  Salter. 

Tecve  (.f-'Udlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  high  and  stained,  and  quite  out  of  fishing  order. 
Seldom  has  any  rivers  had  such  quick  changes  as  the  Teme 
bas  during  the  last  few  weeks.  It  has  been  clear  and  in 
splendid  order  one  day,  and  the  next  owing  to  rain  up 
country  has  been  thick  and  muddy,  but  in  two  days  it  has 
been  in  order  again.  The  weather  this  week  has  been 
changeable,  and  a  good  deal  of  rain  has  been  had,  and  to- 
day (Wedcesday)  it  has  rained  hard  all  day,  and  the  river 
is  still  rising,  and  there,  is  no  prospect  of  any  sport  being 
had  for  some  time.  Angling  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill 
since  Monday.  On  Monday  a  few  fish  were  landed  with 
worm  and  maggot.  What  we  want  is  a  few  good  frosty 
nights  followed  by  fine  bright  days,  and  grayling  fishing 
would  then.be  brisk.  A  good  number  of  salmon  have  been 
going  up  the  river  of  late,  the  high  water  being  a  great 
assistance  in  getting  over  the  weirs.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyehe  are  all  coloured,  and  are  rising.  No 
fishing  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

T«m.e  (Tenbnsy). — In  this  part  the  water  was  getting 
down  and  clearing  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  was 
getting  in  order  for  fishing  again,  but  the  weather 
ohaDged  round,  and  hsavy  rain  has  been  falling,  and  the 
water  is  now  getting  high,  and  is  muddy.  Angling  has 
been  at  a  standstill  for  some  days,  and  there  is  no  prospect 
of  any  change  in  the  weather,  and  no  fishing  will  be  had 
until  we  get  some  sharp  frosts  and  fine,  seasonable 
weather.  The  weather  this  week  is  more  like  February 
than  December.  A  good  few  salmon  have  passed  up  the 
river  of  late. — Worcester. 

Welland  (Jllarket  Bsep'ng^).  —  Pike  fishing  has 
kept  up  its  reputation  in  this  district,  for,  following  the 
splendid  catch  of  Mr.  Steward,  of  Peterborough,  of  a 
week  or  two  since,  when  601b.  of  pike  were  secured  in  a 
few  hours,  Mr.  A.  G.  Wilson,  Peterborough,  has  paid  a 
visit  to  Peakitk,  and  secured  no  less  than  thirteen  fish, 
weighing  6ilb.,  beating  the  previous  record.  The  heaviest 
was  101b.  He  actually  caught  sixteen  pike,  but  three 
(cndereized)  were  returned.  Live  bait  was  used,  and 
each  bait  accounted  for  a  fiah.  Mr.  T.  Steward,  paying  a 
second  visit  on  Saturday,  caught  half  a  dozen  pika  in  the 
same  district,  the  best  scaling  8Jlb. — B.  A.  S. 

iVitjuiua.  (I!S&d-^inuomclii7«).— Better  luck 
is  reported  from  the  Witham  and  district ;  both  roach  and 
pike  fishing  have  improved.  Those  who  have  operated 
with  the  tail  end  of  a  dew  worm  were  wise  in  their 
seltotion  at  Birdney,  for  some  few  anglers  have  reported 
uncommon  sport  among  the  big  roach,  the  best  running  up 
to  IJlb.  Similar  things  are  said  to  have  taken  place  at 
Eirkstead,  Stixwold,  and  Tattershall.  At  the  latter 
place  some  good  rudd  have  been  secured.  Lincoln 
anglers  have  had  good  sport  with  yellow  paste.  Opera- 
tions on  the  Sinoil  Dyke  and  about  Five  Mile  House  have 
been  quite  up  to  the  average.  Pike  anglers  have  been  having 
a  good  time  in  the  usual  haunts.  Little  in  the  shape  of  a 
natural  bait  appears  to  have  been  refused.  No  less  than 
sixteen  fish,  running  np  to  61b.  each,  were  taken  between 
the  bridges  at  Bardney  the  other  day.  The  capture  of  a. 
splendid  specimen  of  this  species  scaling  161b.  is  reported 
from  the  same  Iccality. — Luc'i. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  out  of  order  for  the  fly,  as  the  season  is  so  far 
advanced  that  there  will  be  very  little  more  fly  fishing 
done  this  season.  A  few  good  grayling  may  yet  be  taken. 
Mr.  Dale,  fishing  near  Matlock  Bridge,  took,  on  five 
different  ocoasiocs,  thirty-eight  nice  fish,  using  maggots 
and  worms  for  bait.  The  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  been  so  rough  and  stormy  ;  therefore  only  a  few 
aiglers  have  been  out,— Dotterel. 

ior^,  Swa  e.  Wharf©,  Didd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&o.  (Yorkshire). — Dreary  wet  weather  has  prevailed, 
and  with  the  rain  almost  continually  swishing  against  the 
window-panes  there  has  been  little  induoen:ent  for  anglers 
to  visit  the  flooded  rivers.  With  no  rain  to  mar  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  few  hours'  grayling  fishing  yesterday  I  caught 
six  brace  of  very  nice  f-pounders  in  the  Cover,  with  the 
gentle,  as  well  as  several  trout,  which  had  finished 
spawning  and  were  hungry.  The  Rev.  J,  Mnrphy  caught 
a  few  brace  of  grayling  in  the  Yore  on  Monday,  also 
Tuejdsy,  along  with  some  roach  and  dace.  To-day  he 
could  hardly  catch  a  fish.  Rain,  flood,  thick  water  ! 
The  Wharfe  has  been  running  very  high,  and  very  few 
.anglers  have  been  out ;  but  if  the  weather  only  continues 
fine  it  will  soon  run  in.  An  odd  brace  or  two  of  grayling 
have  been  picked  up  between  Bnrley-in-Wharfedale  and 
Harewoud  Bridge  with  the  cockepur  worm  or  maggot. 
The  coarse  fishers  in  the  lower  waters  have  done  next  to 
nothing  at  Tadcaster.  Mr.  Rippon  and  Mr.  Byron  had  a 
little  sport  amongst  the  roach  and  dace,  the  most  killing 
bait  being  the  maggot.  On  Tuesday,  Mr,  Thomas  and  a 
frieid  faced  the  bad  weather,  and  found  the  roach.fairly 


well  on  the  feed  at  Boston  Spa  ;  but  they  had  not 
been  at  the  water-side  long  ere  the  rain  d^  scerded  in 
torrents,  competing  them  and  other  anglers  to  beat  a 
hasty  retreat —John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
North-East  of  Scotland.— The  floods  have  been 
somewhat  too  heavy  during  the  past  week  for  the  last  of 
the  autumn  migration,  which  are  now  working  on  the 
middle  and  lower  sections  of  our  longest  rivers.  Up  till 
now  a  splendid  spawning  season  has  been  experienced  all 
over  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  a  fine  head  of  spawnert 
has  been  seen  wherever  observations  could  be  made  from 
the  state  of  the  waters.  The  netting  stations  are  being 
relet  at  some  slight  advances  or  else  the  old  rentals, 
while  the  rod-fishings  on  the  Dee  at  least  are  as  much  in 
demand  as  ever.  A  fresh  impetus  is  confidently  anticipated 
on  the  Don  waters  from  the  revival  of  the  past  two  seasons. 
An  old  angler  in  the  Stoneywood  district  of  the  Don  died 
last  week  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one.  Robert 
Gill  had  enjoyed  season  after  season  on  the  Don  for  ihe 
past  fifty-six  years,  and  seldom  was  a  day  oft  the  water 
when  he  could  get  to  it.  Mr.  W.  E.  Nicol,  Ballogie 
Fishings,  left  this  week  for  London,  being  preceded  by 
the  Marquis  of  Huntly  a  few  days  ago.  Mr.  Copland, 
Aberdeen  Lime  Company,  having  been  defeated  at  the  late 
election  of  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board,  has  had  to 
resign  the  Convenership  of  the  Land  and  Fishing  Com- 
mittee valued  at  some  £40,000,  and  his  seat  at  the  Dee 
Fishery  Board,  both  offioes  being  ex-officio  attached  to 
that  of  harbour  commissioner,  the  honours  having  been 
held  by  Mr.  Copland  for  the  past  twenty-two  years. — 
G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  are  running  down 
a  bit  in  this  locality.  Observers  on  the  Glenavy,  Maine, 
Crumlin,  &o.,  state  that  the  number  of  Lough  Neagh 
trout  up  on  the  spawning  grounds  is  very  large,  atd  they 
are  still  running.  With  the  falling  water  poaching  is 
again  rampant.  Late  white  trout  are  running  up  the 
Co.  Down  streams,  and  a  large  increase  in  the  usual 
number  is  reported.  A  fair  number  of  trout  have 
spawned  in  the  Clady,  and  some  lake  trout  have  been 
seen  below  the  first  weir,  and  also  in  the  Six-mile  water. 
Trout  have  nearly  all  spawned  in  the  Bush,  and  salmon 
are  well  forward.  This  river  is  well  protected  by  a  staff 
of  bailiffs.  Last  Sunday  the  remains  of  a  well-known 
angler,  Mr.  Frank  Naylor,  formerly  of  Leeds,  were  laid 
to  rest  in  the  city  cemeteiry.  Close  on  100  Belfast  anglers, 
including  representatives  of  the  Belfast  anglers,  Ulster 
anglers,  and  north-east  clubs  attended  the  funeral. — 
J.  A.  B. 

County  Tyrone  Rivers. — Reports  to  hand  from 
the  Monme,  Glenelly,  Derg,  Finn,  Blaokwater,  Ballin- 
derry,  &c.,  are  very  encouraging  as  to  the  number  of 
salmon  ascending  those  rivers  to  spawn.  Not  since  1894 
has  there  been  such  large  runs.  As  we  ha-ve  observed 
before,  proper  protection  is  what  is  wanted,  not  Govern- 
ment hatcheries  nor  legislation,  save  the  imposition  of 
prohibitive  fines  in  lieu  of  the  present  farcical  administra- 
tion of  the  law  by  the  "  great  unpaid."  A  large  number 
of  the  "rural  councils"  (save  the  mark)  are  passing 
resolutions  against  fining  farmers  for  flax- water  pollution. 
What  a  fool  the  average  farmer  is. — J  A.  B. 

Kerry  Kivers. — All  the  Kerry  rivers  are  now  heavily 
flooded  and  spawning  continues  to  go  on  nicely.  Poaching 
is  practically  unheard  of — even  in  districts  where  poachers 
used  to  be  busy  at  this  time.  Weather  very  wild  and  wet ; 
floods  increasing. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Spawning  continues  to  go 
on  satisfactorily,  though  a  few  violent  floods  have  taken 
place ;  not  much  harm  was  done  by  them,  however. 
Poachers  are  still  keeping  quiet,  and  if  things  continue 
like  this  until  Christmas  a  most  successful  spawning 
season  will  come  to  be  recorded.  The  Weir  fishery  here 
opens,  as  usual,  on  New  Year's  Day,  and  the  angling  a 
month  later.— T.  J.  D. 

SEA  PISHING. 

Ballinskelli^s. — Sport  has  been  good  on  a  couple  of 
days  when  the  weather  was  favourable.  On  one  day  five 
anglers  had  twenty-one  pollack  in  the  forenoon,  and 
afterwards  126  whiting  and  gurnard.  As  the  weather  is 
wild  at  time  of  writing,  angling  is  practically  suspended  in 
the  more  open  water,  though  some  sport  is  being  hail 
inshore  around  Horse  Island  at  various  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Though  the  weather  has  been  far  from 
j  favourable,  fair  sport  has  been  had  by  the  few  anglers  out 
occasionally.  Angling  is  practically  suspended  at  time  of 
writing,  as  the  weather  has  become  very  wild  and  wet, 
with  a  high  sea.  The  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are 
not  at  all  good,  as  numerous  signs  are  present  of  a 
continuance  of  bad  weather  tor  a  time. — T.  J.  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Though  the  weather  has 
been  generally  rough,  fair  sport  has  been  had.  Only  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  however,  and  the  bast  takes 
were  had  about  mid-day  each  day. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerr.v). — Bad  weather  has  spoiled 
sport,  which  was  good  hitherto  at  various  fish.  For  the 
past  few  days  no  boats  went  out,  sa  angling  would  be  well 
nigh  impossible,  owing  to  a  heavy  cross  sea.  Rain  is 
falling  heavily  at  time  of  writing,  and  strong  westerly 
winds  (nearly  approaching  gales)  are  in  evidence.  Prospects 
bad  — T.  J.  D. 

Dea}. — Nov.  30,  wind  N.N.W.,  water  in  fair  condition, 
and  good  takes  of  fish  were  landed.  By  the  afternoon 
trains  several  anglers  put  in  an  appaarance,  together  with 
the  hon,  secretary.  Dr.  Patterson,  and  some  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  B.S.A.S.  Saturaay,  Dec.  1,  wind  E.8.E,, 
moderate,  water  fairly  smooth  ;  several  gentlemen  put  out 
to  fish.  Mr.  C.  Handley  and  Col.  Pratt,  six  and  e,  half 


score  whitintr,  one  score  pout,  ar.d  ten  fin<»c  dl'ng  ;  Dr. 
Patterson,  Mr.  Litchfield  and  broth>T,  f  n  te-n  scire 
whiting,  one  cod  of  141b  ,  f  ne  conger  3ib  ,  oce  d  'g 
41b,  and  two  dabs;  latter  part  of  day  ssve.al 
anglers  put  in  an  appearance  for  the  B.S.A.S. 
competition.  Dec.  2  wind  8  E.,  moderate,  several 
anglers  put  out  to  compete,  and  landed  with  fair  num- 
bers of  fish,  the  whiting  running  rather  small.  Dec.  i, 
wind  southerly,  fine  first  part  of  day  ;  later  on  wind 
freshened,  and  cold.  Boats  returning  for  the  four  o'clock 
weighing-in  with  good  numbers  of  fish,  and  some 
very  good  whiting  being  amongst  them.  Myself,  with 
Messrs.  Spence  and  Andrews,  who  were  not  competing, 
landed  six  score  twelve  whiting,  five  score  being  fine  ones, 
about  one  score  pout,  and  one  small  conger ;  the  larjtest 
cod  weighed-in  15|lb.  Dec.  4,  wind  westerly,  moderate, 
and  much  warmer.  Good  takes  of  sprats  landed ;  also 
very  fair  sport  with  rr  d  and  line.  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr. 
Clay,  five  score  whitin?,  five  codling;  largest  whiting, 
lib.  14az.  Messrs.  Parker  and  Wheeler  had  very  fair 
sport.  Deo.  5,  westerly,  and  rain ;  the  boats  bringing 
ashore  good  takes  of  fish.  Should  the  winds  continue 
from  the  land  we  may  look  for  good  sport  theee  spring 
tides.— Edward  Hanger  (Kenwyn,  North  Parade). 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Pier  fishing  remarkably  good  last 
few  days — some  very  large  whiting  taken,  also  fair  number 
of  dabs.— J.  Richardson. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Competition  at  Deal. 
Saturday,  Nov.  17.    Strong  wind  and  sea.  Twenty-six 
competitors. 
Mr.  S,  J.  Pryor,  one  whiting,  lib.  l|oz. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Towers,  four  pouting,  2ib.  8oz. 
Mr.  A.  P.  White,  two  pouting,  lib.  2^02. 
Major  G.  Gordon,  one  whiting,  15oz. 
Sunday,  Dec.  2nd.    Moderate  wind  and  sea.  Seventy-six 
competitors. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Mason,  twelve  whiting,  "ib.  14oz. 
Mr.  N.  Davis,  twelve  whiting,  9ib.  2|  z. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Holbrow,  seven  whiting,  4ib,  83z, 
Mr.  Day,  twelve  whiting,  91b  6oz. 
Mr.  G.  (ireen,  twelve  whiting,  9ib.  Ooz. 
Mr.  R,  J.  Gordon,  twelve  whining,  71b.  7oz. 
Mr.  Cawley,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  lOoz. 
Mr.  J.  Watson,  eight  whiting  olb. 
Mr.  Morrell,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  7oz.  ;  one  dab,  lib. 

one  whiticg,  lib.  13i  z. 
Mr.  Bennett,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  15oz. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Penney,  eleven  whiting,  7ib.  13oz. ;  one 

codling,  21b.  7oz. 
Mr.  Gibson,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  14  ;z. 
Mr,  G.  R.  Clarke,  twelve  whiting,  101b.  15oz.  ;  sixty 

Mr.  Litchfield,"  twelve  whiting,  101b.  S^oz. ;  foity-sii 
sizable  fish. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Carter,  twelve  whitine,  81b.  6oz. 

Mr.  W.  Stanners,  one  cod,  lllb.  6oz. 

Mr.  Tautz,  ten  whiting,  61b.  43z. 

Mrs.  Gilling,  eight  whiting,  51b, 

Mr.  Watkins,  twelve  whiting,  lllb.  4oz. ;  one  cod- 
ling, 21b.  9oz. ;  and  seventy-five  sizable  fish  scaling 
511b.  7oz. 

Mr.  Carnegie,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  14oz. 
Monday,  Dec.  3.    Moderate  wind  and  sea.  Forty-five 
competitors. 
Mr.  Wheeler,  eight  whiting,  51b.  10  jz. 
Mr.  Paiker,  five  whiting,  21b.  15oz. ;  one  codling, 

31b. ;  one  conger,  S^ib. 
Mr.  Hush,  twelve  whiting,  101b. ;  one  cod,  61b,  14oz, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Dunkin,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  7oz, 
Mr.  B.  C.  Peiks,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  14oz. 
Mr,  G,  H,  Young,  twelve  whitiug,  81b.  15oz, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Watts,  twelve  whiting,  8ib.  9oz, 
Mr.  Mignot,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  8oz. 
Mr.  Tucker,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  12cz. ;  one  conger, 

51b.  9oz. 

Mrs.  Ziehnsdorf,  seven  fish,  101b.  6oz.,  including  a 
6ylb.  pollack. 

Mr.  Pooley,  ten  whiting,  81b.  5oz.,  including  one  of 

21b.  2oz. 

Mr.  H.  Corfe,  twelve  whiting,  12lb.  8oz, ;  one  cod, 

15|lb.  ;  sixty-four  sizable  fish. 
Mr.  P.  Edwards,  twelve  whiting,  9]b  9.z. 
Mr.  J.  Zaehnsdorf ,  twelve  whiting,  7ib.  2oz. 
Mr.  H.  Edwards,  twelve  whiting,  lllb.  2oz. ;  one 

conger,  lllb.  9oz. ;  thirty-six  sizable  fiah. 
Mrs.  Corfe,  thirty-  eight  sizable  fish. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Clay,  twelve  whiting,  101b.  9oz. ;  forty-nine 

sizable  fish. 

Mr.  Baker,  twelve  whiting,  lllb.  loz. ;  fifty  sizable 
fish. 

Dr.  Patterson,  twelve  whiting,  lllb.  4oz, ;  sixty-five 

sizable  fish. 
Mr.  A.  J,  Gear,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  Hiz. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pither,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  loz. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Matthews,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  10:z, 
Mr.  W.  Ive,  twelve  whitinir,  101b.  lOoz. 

J.  RicH.iRDSON  (The  Pier),  Deal. 

Dingle. — Though  the  weather  has  been  very  unfavour- 
able for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since  last  report, 
sport  has  been  good,  generally  epsaking,  at  various  fish, 
principally  hake,  gurnard,  whiting,  whiting-pollack,  and 
black  pollack.— T.  J,  D. 

Plymonth.— The  cry  is,  "Still  they  come."  Mullet 
and  bass  are  still  taken  in  great  numbers ;  in  fact,  I  do 
not  know  a  time  within  the  last  eight  or  nine  years  when 
they  have  been  so  plentiful  and  remained  on  the  feed  so  long 
at  the  Promenade  Pier.  At  times  the  weather  is  very 
boisterous,  but,  nevertheless,  the  "  disciples  of  Old  Izaak," 
clad  in  oilskins  and  south-westers,  are  to  be  seen  with 
their  rode  and  paternosters  pulling  up  the  mullet  to  the 
tone  of  two  or  t&rce  dozes  apiece.   They  aeem  to  goabou 
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in  schools,  and  they  shift  from  different  partg  of  the  pier 
but  the  fighBrmen  goon  &ad  cutwhpr«  theyara.  A  jputle- 
ai^n  oaraw  in  on  Saturday  ^ivt  a  iiic«  gtring  ( f  oollbok  and 
bags  «h  oh  he  c  ught  wh-ffirg  neir  the  I-lai.d.  Ee  was 
oat  ehoc^ing  gulls.  ar.d  had  soma  lines  over  fishing  as  well. 
S.>me  if  the  p  1  ack  were  very  large,  and  they  were  ali 
takpn  on  my  bJaek  indiarubber  sandeel,  with  the  double 
curved  hook  and  swivel.  A  lot  of  smelt  are  being  taken 
at  Richmond  Walk,  Millbay,  and  Tarnchapel  Piers  and 
some  fine  flatfish  have  been  ciught  at  the  bottom  off'  the 
Millbay  Pier.— William  Hearder  (B  S  A,S  ) 

Ramsgate  (  West  Pier).— There  are  '  at  present 
eels,  whuing,  pollack,  flounderg,  and  an  oeoaeional  cod  to 
be  caught,  but  few  anglers  have  bef  n  out,  and  nothing 
worth  reporting  has  been  caught.— Samuel  J.  Sankev. 

valentxa.— Sport  has  been  good  on  favourable  days 
at  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting,  and  at  Portmagee  in 
this  district,  some  sport  is  being  obtained  at  hake  and  ling 
ihe  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  once  more  wild  and  wet 
and  iishing  of  all  kinds  is  suspended.— T.  J.  D. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday 
Dec.  14 : 


Scarborough 


Yarmouth 


Lowestoft 
Aldeborgh 
Harwich  ... 


Bumham-on-  > 
Oronch/ 

Sonthend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-) 
stairs,  (fc  Bams- s. 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


Hastiogs  . 


Eastboome  and) 
Brighton.  / 

Newhaven   

Shoreham  and) 
South  wick  f 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  IslaDdj 

Plymouth   


1  Sat. 

Sun. 

1 

[Hon. 

Tueg. 

■Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m 

5.  1 
p.m 
6.22 

a.m. 

5.4$ 
p.m. 

6.  5 

a.m. 
6.27 
p.m. 
j  «.50 

a.m. 
7.13 
pm. 

7.36 

a.Bi. 

8.  0 
p.m. 
8.22 

a.m. 

8  45 
p.m. 
9.  9 

a.m. 

9.34 
p.m. 
10.  2 

10.  1 
10.24 

10.46 
11.  7 

1  11.29 
11.51 

0.12 

0.33 
0.54 

1.17 
1.42 

2.  9 
2.37 

10  43 
11.  6 

11.28 
11.48 

0.11 

0.38 
0.54 

1.15 
1.36 

1.59 
2.24 

2, 50 
3.19 

11  36 
11  54 

0.16 

0.36 
0.59 

1.29 
1.41 

2.  3 
2.24 

2.46 
3.12 

3.39 
4.  7 

0.34 
0  59 

1.21 
1.43 

2.  5 
2.27 

2.49 
3.10 

3  31 
3.61 

4.12 
4.33 

4  55 
5.19 

0.  45 

1.  0 

1.32 
1.'54 

2.16 
2.38 

2.60 
3.21 

3.42 
4.  1 

4.23 
4.44 

6.  0 
6.20 

1.26 
1.49 

2.11 
2  32 

2  53 
3.13 

3  34 

3.56 

4.16 
4.38 

5.  0 
5.23 

6.47 
6.13 

0.29 
0.52 

1.14 

1.35 

1.56 
2.16 

2.37 
2.58 

3.19 
3.41 

4.  3 
4.26 

4  50 
6.16 

0.  8 

0.32 
0.56 

1.19 
1.42 

2  4 
2.26 

2.47 
3.  7 

3.27 
3.48 

4.  9 
4.31 

0.52 

0.16 
0.J9 

1.  1 
1.23 

1.4S 

2.  7 

2.28 
2.48 

3.  8 
3.28 

3.49 
4.12 

0.19 

0  .4 

1.  6 

1.28 
1.60 

2.12 
2.34 

2.56 
3.15 

3.35 
3  55 

4.16 
4.39 

0.20 

0.  41 

1.  1 

1.20 
1.41 

2.  2 
2.24 

2.46 
3.  5 

3.27 
3.60 

4.14 

4.39 

0.12 
0.38 

1.  1 
1.24 

4.15 
2.  8 

2.30 
2.52 

3.13 
3.33 

3.63 
4.13 

4..34 

4.5G 

0  19 
0.43 

1.  6 
1.28 

1.50 
2.12 

2.32 
2.53 

3.14 
3.34 

3.64 
4.16 

4.S9 
5.  3 

6  49 
7.11 

7.31 
7.61 

8  12 
8.32 

8.52 
9  12 

9.32 
9.52 

1013 

10.35 

10.59 
11  25 

WEATHER  REPORT. 

By  Telegraph.— Friday,  Dec.  7. 

Margate.— W. ;  smooth. 
Ramsgate.— W.N.W.  J  smooth. 
Deal.— W. ;  smooth. 
Dover.— W.N.W. ;  smooth. 
Hastings.— N.W. ;  smooth. 


PHOTOGRAPHING  A  GRIZZLY  AT 
CLOSE  QUARTERS. 

I  8AID  to  my  cowboy  friend,  "  Do  you  know  this  bear  ?  " 

He  replied  ''Wall !  I  reckon  I  do.  That's  the  ole 
grizzJy  He  s  the  biggest  bar  in  the  park.  He  generally 
minds  his  own  business,  but  he  ain't  soared  o' nothin'  - 
aEd  to-day  ye  see  he's  been  scrapping,  so  he's  liable  to  be 
ugly. 

"  ^  -nl^l"^  *°  ^8  picture,"  said  I.  "  And  if 
yon  will  help  me  I  am  willing  to  take  some  chances  on  it  " 
AH  right  said  he,  with  a  grin.  "  I'll  stand  by  on 
the  horse,  an  if  he  charges  you  I'll  charge  him,  and  I  kin 
knock  him  down  once,  but  I  can't  do  it  twice.  You  better 
have  your  tree  picked  out." 

The  grizKly  came  on,  and  I  snapped  him  at  40  yards 
then  again  at  20  yards,  and  still  he  eame  quietly  towards 
me.  I  gat  down  on  the  garbage  and  made  ready— 18  yards 
-16  .yards-12  yards-8  yards,  and  still  he  came-while 
the  pitch  of  Johnny  8  protest  kept  rising  proportionately. 
*  mally,  at  5  yards  he  stopped,  and  swung  his  huge  bearded 
head  to  one  side,  to  see  what  was  making  that  aggravating 
row  in  the  tree  top,  giving  me  a  profile  view,  and  I  snapped 
the  camera.  At  the  click  he  turned  on  me  with  a 
thunderous 

G-R-0— W— L, 
and  I  sat  still  and  trembling,  wondering  if  my  last  moment 
had  come  For  a  second  he  glared  at  me,  and  I  could 
note  the  bttle  green  electric  lamp  in  each  of  big  eyes. 
Ihen  he  slowly  turned  and  picked  up  a  large  tomato-oin. 
m«?>?  rT'u  Ij'>,9°8lit.  "is  hegoing  to  throw  that  at 
me  I-  But  he  deliberately  licked  it  out,  dropped  it,  and 
took  another,  paying  thenceforth  no  heed  whatever  either 
to  me  or  to  Johnny,  evidently  considering  us  equally 
beneath  his  notice.— From  "Johnny  Bear,"  by  Erndbt 
SBTON-THOJirsoN  in  th*  Christmas  Smbmi-'s, 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION, 
CRIPPLEGATE     INSTHUrE     GOLDEN  LANE 
BARBICAN,  E  G 
The  finance  c^mmi  tee  will  meet  at  8  p.m.,  and  general 
committ«e  at  8  45  on  Monday  next,  Dt  o  10. 

society  secretaries  and  members  generally  make 
the  following  facts  known  to  all  interested.  I  have  received 
notice  as  follows : 

J  "-P^^^  Sir,— I  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been 
decided  by  the  associated  railway  companies  that  on 
and  after  Jan.  1,  1901,  the  minimum  charge  in  favour 
of  anglers  shall  be  Is.,  and  to  ask  that  you  will  kindly 
make  it  known  to  the  members  of  your  societv.— I  am 
yours  truly,  "  (Signed)    H.  G.  Drury  ' 

"  (Superintendent  of  line.) ' 
E.  G.  Woodruff 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX.  o'clock  on  Thursday 
Bveniug.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  tnwrked  "  Oldb 
Ekpobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Angrlers'  Association  (No.  2  Eastern  Distrtct) 
VisitiEg  Lifet.— The  return  visit  to  the  Wenlock  Angling 
Society,  Rsdon  Arms,  New  North-road,  N,,washeidon 
Dec.  3.  The  room  was  filled  to  overflowing,  and  a  crowd 
packed  the  doorways.  Mr.  Musgrave,  St.  John's  Angling 
Society,  cceupied  the  chair  during  the  initial  stage  of  the 
evening;  Mr.  F.  Newton,  Hoiton  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  occupied  that  position  at  10  45.  Several  old  and 
familiar  faces  were  to  be  seen,  notably  the  veteran  late 
secretary,  Mr.  R.  Ghurney  j  amongst  others,  one  of  the 
trustees  (Mr.  F.  A.  Gray),  and  the  secretary  (Mr.  R.  G 
Woodruff)  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  were  present. 
Songs  and  instrumental  music,  most  admirably  rendered, 
delighted  all  present;  encores  were  necessary  to  enable 
the  chairman  to  obtain  order.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
evening,  about  11.30,  incidents  of  unusual  interest  took 
Piace,  Driver  Glassocks,  V.C.,  of  the  R.H.  Artillery, 
was  introduced  to  the  assembly.  It  was  stated  that  whilst 
endeavouring  to  bring  a  gun  out  of  action  he  had  had  six 
horses  shot  under  him ;  it  was  for  this  and  subsequent  acts 
of  bravery  that  the  Y.O.  had  been  recently  conferred  upon 
him.  _  Mr.  Newton  here  vacated  the  chair,  and  placed  the 
hero  in  that  position  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening, 
w  i  Roberts,  of  the  F  company  of  the  Black 

Watch,  was  also  present;  he  was  severely  wounded  at 
Magersfontein,  and  still  carries  about  inside  him  the 
bullet  that  put  him  out  of  action.  The  roll  was  called,  and 
clubs  belonging  to  the  district  were  strongly  represented, 
and  fifteen  clubs  from  all  other  parts  of  London  were  there, 
making  a  total  of  twenty-three.  The  visiting  oflBoer  put 
the  A.B.S.  box  in  circulation,  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  brought  a  most  enjoyable  and  enthusiastic 
meeting  to  a  close. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Sooiety.— Angling  Com- 
petition.—Book  to  Netting  Hill  (Metropolitan  Railway) 
or  on  Twopenny  Tube  to  Notting  Hill  Gate  Station.  The 
sign  of  the  house  ia  the  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim 
Crescent,  Notting  Hill,  where  the  prizes  are  to  be 
awarded,  and  7.30  p.m.  is  the  time  to  assemble.  The 
president.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet  ")  will  occupy  the 
chair.  Bring  your  competition  cards  with  jou  to  save 
disappointment,  and  when  selecting  prizes  take  your  seats, 
and  we  shall  get  through  the  arrangements  quickly! 
Don't  fail,  and  oblige. — Ben  Abrahams, 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District) 
Visit  . ng  L  st.— Anglers  will  please  take  note  that  the 
next  return  visit  will  take  place  at  the  Blenheim  Angling 
Sooiety,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim  Crescent,  Notting  Hill, 
on  Dec.  18.  Host  Chaplaia  has  promised  some  good  talent) 
so  I  hope  to  be  well  supported.— J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District)  Visiting 
List.- My  next  return  visit  is  on  Dec.  17,  at  the  Amicable 
Waitonian  A.S.,  the  George  and  Dragon,  St,  John-street- 
road,  Clerkenwell.  As  it  falls  on  Anglers'  Association 
delegate  night,  may  I  ask  the  delegates  to  give  us  the 
honour  of  their  presence  ?  It  is  only  a  few  minutes'  walk 
from  Barbican,  and  the  A.W.A.8.  has  a  new  host.  Let 
us  give  them  a  bumper.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Aberoorn  Angling  Sooiety.  Winstanley  Arms, 
Olapham  Junction.— Several  members  were  out  on  Deo.  2, 
but  only  A.  Pike  and  A.  Painter  returned  with  chub  and 
roach.  A.  Painter,  one  chub,  21b.  2Joz.  It  was  decided 
that  our  next  outing  takes  places  at  Weybridge  (roving) 
on  Dec.  26.  We  have  had  another  valuable  prize  added 
to  our  list.— A.  Paintbr. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney,  N.B.— On  Dec.  2 
the  following  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Hooper,  jack;  C. 
Bunyon,  roach  and  perch  ;  H.  Bunyon,  roach  ;  Buxton 
bream  and  roach.  Only  one  Christmas  prize  was  taken' 
and  that  by  Mr.  Hooper.  There  are  thirteen  prizes  still 
left  to  be  fished  for.  For  Dec.  9  our  worthy  host,  Mr. 
Gibson,  has  offered  a  silver  medal  for  the  largest  fish 
weighed-in.— Ali-.  Fenton. 

T.^"*."?"*  "OniteA  Brcthera  Anglintr  Soeiety. 

Dake  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  Christmas  outing  on  Dec.  2  was  a  success.  Seventeen 
prizes  and  one  special  was  the  actual  number  to  be  com- 
peted for,  and  the  prizes  to  the  number  of  sixteen  were 
taken  m  the  following  order:  R.  Harris,  1st;  T.  Eedle 
2ad ;  A.  Osborne,  3rd  ;  Hammond,  4th ;  Chapman,  sen  ' 
5th ;  Chapman,  jun.,  6th ;  Abb(ftt,  7th ;  Ben,  8th  ;  Leslie! 
9th  5  Glaze.  10th  j  E.  Jackson,  11th  i  H.  Smitji,  l2thi  h| 


[December  8,  1900 
Jingling  ^xxintes, 

Djcnmber  9.  — — 

Albiou  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Alma  :  Prize  outing  to  Sraines. 

Amicable  Excelsior  :  Curiatmas  outing. 

Amicable  Waltonians :  L<ipsed  prize  outing. 

Bermondeey  Brothers ;  Competition. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Bostonian :  Christmas  competition. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's, 

Camden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Canning  Town  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Dibdin  :  Match  at  King's  Langley. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Brighton. 

Elgin :  Christmas  outing. 

Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Teddington. 

Harlesden  :  Christmas  outing  to  Windsor. 

Hatoham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Jubilee  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Lincoln  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North  London :  Christmas  outing. 

Oglander :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Peckham  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 

R  oyal  George :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Seymour  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Stratford  :  Outing  to  Hatfield  Peveril. 

Wellington  :  Christmas  and  lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wimbledon  Pisoatorials  :  Christmas  outing. 
December  10. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Prince  of  Wales ;  Visit. 

Serapia :  Outing. 
December  11. 

Brunswick  Brothers  ;  Reading. 

Distribution  of  prizes  won  in  the  Richmond  competition. 

Gresham  :  Special  general  meeting. 

Qaeen's  Pisoatorials :  Concert. 
December  12. 

B.S.A.S. :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Churchward. 

Bootle :  Annual  dinner. 

Bostonians :  Lantern  lecture. 

Croydon  :  Conotert. 

Shepherd's  Bush  :  Supper, 
December  13. 

Wellington  (Nottingham) :  Annual  dinner. 
December  15. 

Alma  Pisoatorials :  Outing  to  Huntingdon. 

Dec.  16.— Anchor  and  Hope  :  Christmas  outing. 

,,  16. — Battersea  Friendly :  Christmas  outing. 

,,  16.— Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 

,,  16.— Blackfriars  :  Christmas  outing. 

It  16. — Blenheim  :  Christmas  outing. 

„  16.— Burlington  :  Roving  match. 

16. — Cobden  ;  Christmas  outing. 

„  16. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Roving  match, 

„  16.— Hoiton  Brothers  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

,,  16. — Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

,,  16. — North  Lambeth  :  Outing  to  Bures. 

„  16.— Second  Surrey :  Match  at  Datohet. 

,,  16. — South  Bermondsey  :  Christmas  outing, 

„  16. — Waggoners  :  Christmas  outing. 

,,  16. — Walham  Green :  Match  and  supper. 

„  17.— Amicable  Waltonians  :  Visit. 

„  17.— United  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  18.— Blenheim  :  Visit. 

,,  18. — Stockwell :  Distribution. 

,,  19. — Victoiia  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

„  20.— Warwick :  Visit  and  distribution. 

,,  21. — Dalston  :  Distribution. 

,,  21.— South  Bermondsey  :  Distribution. 

,,  23. — Admiral  Blake :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  23. — Islington  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 

,,  24. — Albion  Brothers  :  Distribution, 

,,  24. — Clissold  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  26. — Aberoorn  :  Outing  to  Weybridge. 


Slack,  13th ;  Wheeler,  14th ;  Blades,  15th ;  Green,  sen., 
16th.  There  ia  one  special,  a  Christmas  joint,  and  one 
prize  to  be  competed  for  to-morrow,  Dec.  9 ;  same  con- 
ditions, but  only  open  to  those  who  have  not  scored  on 
Dec.  2.  Amongst  the  takes  on  Dec.  2  there  was  some  nice 
perch  close  on  lib.  each.  All  to  attend  next  Wednesday 
at  9  p.m.  ;  plenty  of  interesting  business.  —  Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angrlingr  Sooiety.  Ooaoh  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincohi's  Inn  Fields.— On  Deo.  2  Messrs. 
Utting,  C.  Hawes,  and  Drew  weighed-in  roaoh.  On 
Dec.  9  a  match  will  take  place  at  Staines  for  three  prizes 
jiven  by  Messrs.  Sheldon,  Hall,  and  Utting.  Train 
leaves  Waterloo  at  8.15.— J.  Chambers. 

Alma  Fiscatorials,  261,  Seven  Sisters-road,  N.— 
An  outing  is  being  arranged  for  Dec.  15  to  Huntingdon. 
Members  meet  at  the  Club  House,  6  p.m.,  and  take  train 
Finsbury  Park  station ;  return  from  Huntingdon  by  the 
8  48  p.m.  There  will  be  two  more  outings  before  the 
season  ends ;  to  Woking  on  January  19,  and  on  Feb  23.— 

W.  L.  KOMLOSY. 

Amicable  Waltoni~n9  Angling  Sooiety,  The 

George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-sireet-road,  Clei  ken  well.— 
On  Dec.  2  a  good  number  of  members  attended  the 
Christmas  prize  outing  at  Datchet,  when  only  seven 
succeeded  in  taking  prizes.  The  following  weighed-in : 
Messrs.  King,  roach ;  Lambert,  roach  and  dace ;  Walker, 
roaoh  and  dace  ;  Miller,  roach ;  J.  Nunn,  sen.,  roach;  0. 
Nunn,  jun.,  dace;  Shury,  daca.  The  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  off  on  Dec.  9  by  the  members  who  attended 
last  Sunday,  go  where  thejt  please.  The  next  visit  on 
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No.  2  Eastern  list  will  tak«  place  at  the  above  honse  on 
Dec.  17.— A.  Ceipps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Ansrlin?  Society,  Thomas  k 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— At  weekly  meeting  on 
Dec.  5  Mr.  C.  Arrow  officiated  as  chairman,  and  reported 
that  Mr.  F.  W.  Hoodly  had  been  seriously  ill.  A  letter 
of  sympathy  and  wishing  him  a  speedy  recoverv  was 
ordered  to  be  sent.  An  invitation  from  the  United 
Brothers  A.S.  to  attend  their  visit  on  the  South  London 
List,  on  Dec.  17,  was  warmly  received.  The  monthly 
outing  for  December  was  fixed  for  Dec.  9,  at  Bourne  End. 
The  first  smoking  concert  at  the  new  headquarters,  in  aid 
of  the  A.B.S.,  will  take  place  on  Monday  next,  10th  inst. 
Chair  taken  at  8  30  sharp  by  our  president,  "  Old  Izaak." 
A  capital  programme  has  been  arranged,  and  a  cordial 
invitation  is  extended  to  aU  friends. — W. 

Batt«£sea  Fxlendly  Augrlingf  Gaiety,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— Our  second  competition 
for  Mr.  W.  S.  Tucker's  silver  cup  took  place  on  Dec.  2  at 
Cookham,  with  the  result  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Hall  was  first ; 
Messrs.  J.  Hudson  and  J.  B.  Baldrey  also  weighed-in.  Our 
Christmas  onting  is  postponed  till  Dec.  16.  at  Windsor, 
from  Eton  Bridge  to  Surly  Hall,  bank  only,  train  leaves 
Clapham  Junction  at -8.27,  return  by  the  five  o'clock  train. 
Honorary  members  are  requested  to  take  part  in  this 
match. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermon(fiey-street.— On  Dec.  2  Mr.  J.  Martin 
weighed-in  71b.  of  roach.  The  competition  for  the  Decem- 
ber series  of  prizes  will  be  fished  on  Dec.  9 ;  conditions, 
members  not  to  start  until  the  morning,  and  to  book  to 
and  return  from  Wargrave  Station. — Alf  Conn. 

Black&iars  Angling  Sooiet:;  ,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-street,  8.B. — Several  gentlemen  out  on  Dec.  2. 
Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  grand  take  of  roach,  rudd,  and  dace, 
several  roach  up  to  16oz.,  largest  lib.  i^oz.;  Mr.  W. 
Stone,  roach  and  bream.  Our  Christmas  match  will  take 
place  at  Pangbourne  on  Dec.  9  ;  start  from  Paddington  at 
nine  o'clock.  I  hope  to  see  ail  members  participate,  as 
there  are  over  forty  prizes  to  fish  for,  such  as  turkeys, 
geese,  hams,  pigs,  tobacco,  money,  and  as  much  whioky  as 
they  might  fish  in.  Our  members  voted  that  programmes 
sent  us  from  Peckham  Anglers'  A.B.  concert  all  be  paid 
for,  and  I  hope  to  see  our  members  try  and  make  it  their 
duty  to  support  Mr.  Wade  at  the  Thomas  a  Becket  on 
Dec.  10,  when  Mr.  Crumplen  will  occupy  the  chair.  Our 
members  also  passed  a  vote  of  condolence  to  Mr.  Wiles, 
host  of  the  Collingwood  Anglers,  in  his  sad  and  sudden 
bereavement  by  the  loss  of  his  much  respected  partner. — 
J.  Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  HiU.— Since  my  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed-in :  Mr.  Pratt,  chub  and  roaoh ; 
Mr.  Wflkins,  chub  and  roach;  Mr.  Wilson,  dace  and 
gudgeon;  Mr.  Hunt,  bream  and  roach.  We  shall  be  busy 
for  the  next  few  weeks,  as,  in  addition  to  the  distribution 
of  prizes  for  the  Richmond  competition,  on  Tijesday  next, 
Dec.  11,  we  take  our  return  visit  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  18,  for 
which  I  am  promised  some  grand  talent.  I  hope  anglers 
will  muster  up  on  that  occasion  and  give  us  a  bumper. 
Our  Christmas  outing  is  fixed  for  Dec.  16,  at  Windsor, 
when  I  hope  all  our  members  will  go,  as  we  have  some 
good  prizes. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomshnry  Brotners  Angling  Society.  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C— On  Dec.  2,  Mr.  J. 
Boach  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  61b.  2^oz. ;  Mr.  J. 
Drew,  roach,  21b.  II5OZ. ;  Mr.  W.  Taylor,  roaoh  and 
dace;  Mr.  C.  Davis,  roaoh ;  and  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  dace. 
Our  Christmas  outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  9  at  Windsor 
(Econ  Bridge  to  Surly  Hall),  when  we  fish  for  three 
prizes;  cease  fishing  at  4.15  p.m. — T.  Patebnoster. 

BvTUiHwiob  Brother*  ^ngUng  etouieiij'  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — Mr.  J.  Kelly 
weighed-in  roach,  saving  us  from  a  blank.  We  go  to 
Hatfield  Peverel  again  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec._  9 ; 
usual  conditions,  first  train  on  the  morning  of  outing. 
Our  worthy  president,  Mr.  J.  Powles  West,  will  read  a 
paper  on  "Chub  and  Chub  Pishing  "  next  Tuesday  evening, 
when  I  should  like  to  see  as  many  friends  and  members  as 
can  possibly  attend. — A.  Robertson. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Tlie  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Park. — A  most  sucoeusful  committee  and  general  meeting 
was  held  on  Dec.  5,  when  it  was  decided  to  have  a  roving 
match,  under  the  same  conditions  as  the  last,  on  Deo.  16, 
when  it  is  hoped  all  members  will  make  it  convenient  to 
compete.  The  finances  of  the  club  were  diecussed  by  the 
committee  and  pronounced  very  satisfactory. — J.  W. 

MORSAN. 

Ckmb^ldge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Good  Intent,  Mowlam-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — A  very  poor  show  was  obtained  at  our  Christmas 
prize  outing  at  St.  Margaret's,  only  two  members  being 
fortunate  enough  to  get  fish  out  of  seventeen,  Mr.  H. 
Ward  coming  in  first  with  perch,  and  Mr.  T.  Hadkisa 
second  with  perch.  It  was  resolved  that  the  outing  be  re- 
contested  at  St.  Margaret's,  the  boundary  to  be  from  the 
Rye  House  Railway  Bridge  to  Buntingford  Railway 
Bridge ;  same  conditions.  All  members  to  alight  at 
St.  Margaret's  station  and  meet  at  the  Rose  and  Crown 
for  signing  on.  Messrs  H.  Deverell  and  L.  Stephenson 
have  consented  to  still  act  as  stewards.  All  entries  in  this 
outing  will  clote  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  9.  I  beg  to 
remind  members  competing  on  Dec.  2  not  to  forget  the 
style  of  fishing  they  commenced  on  that  day.  Mr.  C. 
Hazaid  weighed  in  roach,  and  Mr.  J.  Baines  perch, 
indeprndent  of  match. — B.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  'i'be  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.-^Onr  match 
at  Bourne  End  resulted  as  follows :  First,  Mann ; 
second.  Cook  ;  third,  Parker ;  and  Taylor,  A.  B.  Hoodless, 
Galloway,  Critcher,  Fuller,  H.  R.  Hoodless,  and  A.  C. 
Hoodlesa  following  up  from  other  waters.  Mr.  Lay 
ahowed  a  nice  lot  of  roa«h,  and  Mr,  Wbipps  jack.  The 


remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  (roving)  on  Deo.  9.— 
R.  Marshall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  E.— We  fieh  for  Christmas  prizes  at 
Hatfield  Peverel  on  Deo.  9;  all  to  go  down  by  the  7  34 
train  on  the  morning.  I  hope  to  see  all  members  at  the 
station  early,  eepecially  the  members  we  have  not  seen  for 
the  last  month  or  two. — J.  Sands. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.— We  had  a  successful  outing  to 
Richmond  on  Deo.  2,  for  our  Christmas  prizes  (ten  in 
number),  every  member  having  a  show  of  fish.  W.  Plight, 
first,  with  roach  and  dace  ;  A.  Hardcastle,  second,  roach 
and  dace  ;  T.  Chester,  third,  roach  and  dace ;  W.  Payers, 
fourth,  roach  and  dace;  F.  Staniford,  fifth,  dace;  W. 
Chapman,  sixth,  roach  and  dace;  Wheeler,  seventh, 
roach  ;  Webber,  eighth,  dace ;  Watson,  ninth,  dace ;  W. 
Hull,  tenth,  dace.  Messrs.  Springer,  Smith,  Hacon, 
Lawrence,  and  Tebbutt  also  weighed-in. — W.  B.  F. 

Central  Angling  Association,  Original  Prince  of 
Wales  Hotel,  13b,  Moss-street,  Liverpool.— We  fish  a 
match  in  the  river  Dee,  from  Chester  upwardSj  on  the 
16th  inst. ,  for  four  good  prizes,  two  of  which  will  be  for 
the  heaviest  fish  caught.  This  will  make  seventeen 
matches  fished  by  the  association  during  the  year  in  addi- 
tion to  a  number  of  monthly  and'annual  specimen  compe- 
titions for  which  prizes  have  teen  given  aggregating 
upwards  of  £40,  The  membership  is  100,  and  a  good 
balance  is  in  hand  to  carry  forward  to  next  jear's  account. 
This  is  highly  satisfactory,  considering  that  the  associa- 
tion has  not  yet  been  two  years  in  existence.  The  com- 
mittee have  lately  been  drafting  new  rules  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  annual  meeting,  which  takes  place  next 
month.  A  member  weighed-in  two  nice  perch,  lib.  73oz. 
and  lib,  SJoz.,  from  a  private  lake  near  Shrewsbury,  on 
Monday  last,  and  quite  a  number  of  members  are  hunting 
for  specimen  roach,  dace,  and  pike,  with  but  moderate 
success.— John  Wishart. 

Clapham  Jf«i£06i*i^  Angling  goolety.  The 
Clarence,  Winstanlej-road,  Olapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
The  following  weighed-in  for  our  Christmas  prizes  on 
Dec.  2  :  J.  Thome.  A.  Ward,  J.  Willgoss,  J.  Woodhouse, 
H.  Runnegar,  C.  Edwards,  J.  White,  and  C.  Ball.  There 
are  sixteen  more  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  9,  any  water. 
Our  next  match  is  on  Deo.  16  at  Windsor.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Our  December  com- 
petition was  a  success  at  Pulborough,  Mr.  Bailey  coming 
in  first  with  nice  show  of  roach  and  bream,  including  a 
good  specimen  roach  of  lib.  lloz. ;  Mr.  McLachlan, 
second,  with  roach  and  dace ;  and  Mr.  Gisbourne,  with 
roach ;  and  Mr.  Laurence,  wi&h  bream  — P.  Bishop. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  i/isi1iu2 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales  A.S.,  held  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Church- 
street,  Bdgware  road,  on  Monday,  Dec.  10.  Any  angler 
or  friend  who  will  give  them  a  look  in  will  be  well 
entertained.  Harcourt  and  Brompton  A.S.  please  note. 
—P.  Castell. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerston,  Clifton- 
road,  Peckham,  S.E. — The  members  who  fished  in  the 
perch  competition  had  a  very  unsuccessful  day's  outing, 
bnt  the  members  who  were  out  jacking  had  another  very 
good  day's  sport,  weighing-in  36|lb.  from  near  their 
famous  spot  (Guildford),  the  largest  turning  the  scale  at 
gjlb.- B.  C.  Addison. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— Be  Christmas  outing, 
members  please  notice  that  eight  more  prizes  are  left  for 
competition,  and  we  distribute  on  the  24_th,  at  7  30  to  8 
sharp.  Ben  Abrahams  please  note  I  will  forward  every 
particular  re  A.B  S.  prizes  — T.  Padlkner. 

Cob  en  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — On  Dec.  2  our  third  private  match  was  decided 
at  Taplow,  with  the  following  result :  1st,  Mr.  G.  Barker, 
with  a  nice  show  of  roach,  8Ib.  8Joz.  ;  2Qd,  Mr.  C. 
Walker ;  3rd,  Mr.  A.  Howland  ;  4th,  Mr,  G.  Peroival ; 
5th,  Mr.  T.  Marsh  ;  6th,  Mr,  W.  Dunn ;  7ch,  Mr.  H. 
Challen;  8th,  Mr.  P.  Scrafield  ;  9ch,  Mr,  C.  Scrafield  ; 
10th,  Mr,  Edgar  Morris  ;  11th,  Mr,  J.  Reddle ;  12ch,  Mr. 
T.  Twyman  ;  loth,  Mr.  T.  Bradley.  Twenty-eight  mem- 
bers  answered  the  roll  call.  Will  members  kindly  return 
any  unsold  concert  tickets,  as  the  secretary  wishes  to  close 
the  concert  account  ?  Christmas  outing  Dec.  16  (roving), 
at  Richmond.    Same  conditions  as  last  year. — A.  S.  H, 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.B.  —  We  fish  our 
Christmas  and  December  prize  outings  combined  on  16th 
inst.  Splendid  list  of  prizes.  Place  and  conditions  will 
be  settled  next  Wednesday.  Messrs.  Ball  and  E.  Blsey 
had  fish  last  week.— F,  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angltug  Society,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W,— All  prizes  were  taken 
on  Dec.  2,  although  the  takes  were  small.  The  following 
were  winners  :  J,  T.  White,  first  prize  and  prize  for 
largest  roach  ;  C.  Eves,  second  ;  and  H.  Sheekey,  third.— 
J.  White, 

Covent  Garden  Fiacatocial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W,C. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Dec.  2,  but  the  majority  had  poor  sport.  John 
Massey  and  Cutbush  were  the  only  ones  that  weighed-in, 
the  former  with  61b,  7oz,  of  nice  roach,  and  the  latter 
31b,  of  roach,  Tuesday  next  is  quarterly  night,  when  I 
hope  to  see  all  members  present. — W.  M, 

..alston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalstnn.— On  Deo,  2  a  very  few  mem- 
bers ventured  out,  Mr.  W.  Thompson  saving  a  blank  with 
a  very  nice  show  of  dace  and  roach.  On  Dec.  4,  a  slack 
meeting,  as  most  of  the  members  were  at  the  Wenlock 
return  visit.  In  my  report  last  week  the  distribution  of 
prizes  should  read  Friday,.  Dec.  21,  not  Dec.  28.— S. 

,  MAJ.ST, 


Dibdln  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W,— Several  membprawere 
out  on  Dec,  2,  but  few  fieh  were  taken,  Mr.  Edwards 
saving  us  from  a  blank  with  two  small  jick.  We  have  had 
several  additions  to  our  prize  list  for  our  Christmas 
outing,  which  takes  place  on  Dec.  9  at  King's  Langley ; 
roving  ;  usual  conditions  — B,  Coltjian, 

Dnke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.— Mesara.  G.  Jenkins, 
chub,  41b. ;  Lane,  roach,  21b.  15oz. ;  Fletcher,  roach, 
21b.  12oz  ;  Bedwell,  roach,  21b.  ;  and  other  membera 
weighed-in.  On  Dec.  16  the  third  matoh  of  season ; 
roving  ;  two  rods.— W.  Jenkins, 

Earlsfidd  AuiUng  Society  Half-Way  House, 
Barlsfield,  S.W.— Will  members  kindly  note  the  seacuting 
for  Dec.  9  is  postponed  for  a  future  date  ?  It  was  agreed 
to  hold  an  outing  to  Shepperton  on  the  same  date- 
Dec.  9— bank  or  boat;  usual  three  prizes.  Train  from 
Clapham  Junction  8.:},  returning  from  Shepperton  4.40. 
Hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — K,  H,  Lane. 

Bass  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Bast  Dulwich,  S.E,— Several  members  went  to  Pul- 
borough on  Dec.  2  for  prize  outing,  and,  although  the 
water  was  not  in  very  good  condition,  we  iiad  a  full  tray 
of  good  bream  by  Messrs,  A,  J.  Bannister  and  H.  W. 
Exall,  who  took  first  and  second  prizes  respectively.  The 
remaining  prizes,  with  several  others,  are  to  be  fished  for 
during  Christmas  week,— PI.  Dyrall, 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— Only 
two  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  2nd.  Mr,  Mowl  had 
bream  and  Mr.  Verity  roach  on  the  4th ;  Mr.  EUins  and 
Mr.  King  had  jack,  largest  91b.  7oz.  Don't  forget 
Christmas  outing  on  Dec,  9,  at  the  Pigeons  Hotel,  Rich- 
mond.  Any  member  not  having  joined  can  do  so  by 
putting  name  in  the  bar-book  up  to  twelve  o'clock  on 
Saturday  night.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  society  The  Crown ,  Church- 
street,  Bhoreditch. — The  members  fished  at  Rye  House 
on  the  2nd  inst.  for  nine  prizes.  Eight  were  taken.  J. 
Hanson,  first;  Whitmora,  second;  Philpott,  third; 
Erhorn,  fourth;  C.  E.  James,  fifth;  Hellens,  sixth; 
Haines,  ceventh ;  Butcher,  eighth ;  there  being  one  left 
and  five  Christmas  prizes,  the  members  to  go  where  they 
choose ;  to  go  on  Sunday  morning.  Mr.  Thompson 
brought  in  101b.  12lz  of  good  roach.— R.  Murphy, 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.— The  society  propose  fishing  for  their 
Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  9,  Windsor  to  Surly  Hall ;  first 
prize,  turkey  ;  second,  goose  ;  third,  joint  of  bsef ;  fourth, 
bottle  of  whisky ;  first  train  or  later ;  to  weigh-in  at  club 
on  the  same  evenin? ;  not  less  than  8oz,  of  fish  to  take  a 
prize,— W.  N,  Dawes. 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,  S.E. — On  Dec,  2 
the  following  weighed-in  in  continuation  of  the  Christmaa 
prizes :  Messrs,  Winters,  from  Pulborough,  bream  and 
roach  ;  Judd,  bream  from  Wateringbury ;  andC.  Williams, 
jnn,,  roach  from  Walton-on-Tkames.  There  are  eight 
prizes  still  to  be  fished  for  ;  any  public  water.  The  prizes 
kindly  given  by  Mr.  T.  Bailey  were  taken  by  Mr,  J. 
Winter.— W.  Tarry, 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Sacietv,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane.  Bethnal  Green,  E  —Our  members  went 
out  again  on  Dec,  2,  and  Mr.  C.  Smith  weighed-in  a  very 
fine  show  of  roach.  Mr.  W,  Pnmmell  also  landed  a  pike 
at  Rye  House,  weighing  81b. ;  but  the  lapsed  prize  was  not 
taken.  The  secretary  would  like  all  members  to  show  up 
next  Wednesday  if  possible.— W,  J.  J,  Robinson, 

Hounslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounalow. — We  had  a  largely- 
attended  meeting  on  Dec.  5,  Mr.  Vickery  presiding.  Three 
new  membera  were  elected.  There  were  not  many  fish 
shown.  Mr,  Brougham,  a  leash  of  good  jick ;  Mr. 
Bennett,  a  jack  ;  and  Messrs.  John  Morgan  and  Ramage, 
another  good  take  of  dace,  &b.,  with  Simmons,  at  Isle- 
worth.— J.  M.  Brougham. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.— There  is  but  little 
to  record  again  this  week,  the  only  members  to  weigh-in 
being  Messrs,  J.  B.  Clements,  roach  and  dace;  and  P. 
Berry,  a  nice  little  bag  of  roach,  61b.  15oz.  5  one  specimen, 
lib.  lljoz,— B.  Wymer. 

Eozton  Srothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Dec.  2  we 
had  a  blank.  Last  Tuesday,  Deo,  4,  we  revised  ten  of  the 
club  rules,  and  also  selected  prizes  for  outing  to  take  place 
Dec,  16  at  St.  Margarets-on  Lea.  Boundary,  Hardmead 
Lock  to  Rye  House  Bridge;  start  after  roll-call  from  the 
Rose  and  Crown.  Show  fish  at  six  o'clock,  club-room  9.30, 
and  weigh  at  10  30.— E.  W,  Bishop. 

Ipswich  Fisoatoriai  Ramblers,  The  Look 
Tavern,  Ipswich, — Very  little  fishing  has  been  dona 
during  the  past  week.  On  Friday,  Nov,  30,  Messrs,  E, 
and  A,  H .  King  and  G.  P.  Price  had  a  turn  in  the  salt 
water  in  Stratton  Bight,  and  weighed-in  four  score  and  six 
whiting  and  dabs,  'The  whiting  are  somewhat  larger  than 
they  were  earlier  in  the  season,  but  are  not  very  plentiful. 
Dabs  run  a  good  size  for  this  river,  nine  caaght  by  Mr. 
Price  scaling  21b,  13cz.  Mr,  Stewart  spent  Saturday 
afternoon  up  the  Gipping,  and  brought  in  one  pike,  25in. 
long,  41b.  loz.  weight,— H.  C.  Westgate. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  society,  Myddelton 
4rms,  Canonbxiry-road,  N.— The  tollowin»  weighed-in  on 
Dec.  2  :  Messrs.  Perry,  roach  and  chub  ;  Howard,  roach; 
Reeve,  roach  ;  Benny,  bream.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
but  80  few  members  present  no  butinesa  was  done,  I  hope 
to  see  a  better  muster  next  Tuesday  night,— J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E,— It  has 
been  arranged  to  fish  for  four  special  prizes  on  Deo,  16  at 
Shiplake,  Tliere  are  ^0  three  specials  to  be  competed 
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for  on  Wednefdiy,  Dec.  19.  on  tbo  L»a  between  the  Fish 
and  E^a  and  the  lock  at  8t  Margaret's.  Mr.  R.  Hill 
weigbed-in  roach  on  Deo.  2  — H.  B. 

Jabilee  Au^'lin;^  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 
road.  North  Keneincrton. —Since  last  report  we  have  had 
two  shows  of  fish  weighed-in  from  the  Thames  by  Messrs. 
Redinffton.  As  our  match  takes  place  on  Dec.  9  at  Cook- 
ham,  I  hope  to  see  all  our  members  present  on  that 
occasion. — G.  Bence. 

Limghouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  B.— We  had  a  most  enjoyable  day  at 
Sawbridue  worth  on  Deo.  2,  although  the  continuous  drizzle 
tried  its  hardest  to  damp  our  spirits.  The  majority  of  our 
members  were  fishing  for  jacV,  and  had  several  interesting 
experienoes.  One  member  ciught  a  jack  with  gentles ; 
another  had  a  run,  when  suddenly  his  gimp  broke  and  his 
float  disappeared,  but,  strange  to  relate,  reappeared  near 
another  member,  who,  after  half  an  hour's  maE*uvring, 
managed  to  land  the  jack,  which  weighed  31b.  The  result 
was:  First,  T.  E^sley;  seoosd,  L.  Cloake;  third,  H.  J. 
Stevens;  fourth,  R  Wells;  fifth,  H.  Bones.  Jack  were 
the  Dniy  fish  taken,  which  ran  small,  but  afiordtd  fair 
sport.  Oar  thanks  are  tendered  to  Mr.  Avis,  the  Bull 
Inn,  for  the  ezceilent  dinner  placed  before  us. — E.  J. 
Wells. 

laaeoln  &agling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
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ihnatflr-street.  N.— On  Dpo.  2  the  members  of  the  abovs 
fished  a  match  at  Bourne  Eod  for  twenty  prizes,  only  nine 
of  whiflh  were  taken,  by  the  following:  Mr.  Hudson 
first ;  Mr.  Watling,  second ;  Mr.  Clark,  third  ;  Mr.  Biggs' 
fourth;  Mr.  Thompson,  fifth ;  Mr.  Cord  well,  sixth  ;  Mr. 
Symes,  seventh;  Mr.  White,  eighth;  Mr.  Ashton.  9th. 
The  remaining  thirteen  prizes  will  be  fished  off  on  Dec.  9 ; 
members  to  go  where  they  like. — W.  Watling. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angeling  Society, 
White  Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— Several  anglers 
have  been  out  roach  fishing,  but  not  very  big  takes  have 
be?n  recorded.  Pike  fishermen  have  been  more  sncocssful. 
C  Keen,  fishing  on  Nov.  28,  caught  four  jick,  soiling 
191b.,  from  the  Navigation  above  Speeney,  and  R.  White 
oaujht  a  nice  jack  of  7ilb.  from  the  backwater,  Beeleigh, 
and  another  of  41b. ,  from  the  same  waters,  by  another 
angler,  F.  Keen,  piking  on  Deo.  1,  oiught  from  the 
waters  in  Sugar  Bakers,  four  pike,  scaling  2ilb.  in  all. 
The  time  of  tide  on  the  9th,  at  Beeleigh,  is  about  2,30  p.m! 
and  anglers  should  secure  some  roach  and  dace.  The 
Langford  waters  are  getting  into  fine  condition  for  roach 
fii<hing,  and  some  good  fish  should  be  secured.  Day 
tickets.  Is.  each,  apply  to  Mr.  F.  Wakelin,  Langford  Hall. 
— F.  Keen. 

North-East  B^otherg  Angling  Society.  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— The  result  of  our 


match  on  Dec.  2.  for  remaining  seven  Christmas  prizes 
proved  a  great  sucoesa  and  one  of  the  best  sh.iws  of  Hsh 
tins  season,  as  over  501b.  of  fish  were  put  to  tlie  Fonle. 
b  ollowiog  members  were  successful :  Messrs  W  Mavo 
9Ch  prize,  with  a  nice  thow  of  roaoh ;  C.  Lamb,  iun  ' 
lOch,  roach  and  dace ;  C.  J.  Eaton,  11th,  roach  •  W 
Smith,  12th,  roach;  H.  Hart.  13th,  roach  and  dace;  J 
Carter,  14th,  roaoh  ;  and  J.  Thorn,  15th,  roach.  Out  of 
match:  Messrs.  B.  Lamb,  roach;  Swift,  perch;  and  S 
Barrett,  roach.  Our  next  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Use.  12.  Hope  members  will  attend  re  Christmas  prizes 
astimei3gettiDgehovt.—G.  Taylor. 

North  iambeth  Angling  Socitty,  New  Castle 
Arms,  Hercules-road.  Lambetb,  S.E.— We  fish  for  our 
Ohristmas  prizes  at  Bures  on  Dec.  16,  whea  I  hope  that 
members  will  turn  up  in  force.  We  have  five  prizes  to  fish 
tor  and  inany  gift  prizes.  Members  can  go  down  on 
Saturday  if  they  please.  The  Anglers'  Benevolent  box 
was  opened  and  158.  was  found  in  it.  Will  members 
kindly  attend  on  Dec.  12  to  settle  other  business  ?— E 

ROWLES. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Bun. 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.— Ob  Nov.  26  we  had 
our  return  visit  on  the  Central  list,  when  seventeen  clubs 
responded  to  the  call  of  the  roll.  On  behalf  of  the  above 
1  thank  them  for  their  attendance.    On  Deo.  2  only  one 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Beown,  64,  George-st 

Mnwick  — Habdt  Bbos.,  L.  ft  N.  British 
Works. 


AmpthilL — Ed.  White,  Market. 


Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 


Aflhbonme. — D.  and  w.  h.  Fosteb. 
Barnstaple,  N.  Devon. — J.  Eowe,  62, 

High-street. 
Bsccles. — R.  Tilnet  &  Son. 


BeJfast, — J.  BraddkUj  &  SoN,21,  Castle- 
plane. 

Birmiugnam. — Samuel  B.  Allpobt, 
60,  WhittaU-street. 
C.  BowLEE,  9,  Thomae-st.,  Vaughan-st. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
James  Moegan,  2i,  Aston-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Panl's-square. 
W.  H.  Rtdee  &  Sons,  1,  Porchester-st. 
Wm.  Stesnbeeg,  43,  Soho-hill. 


Bishop  Auckland.— W.  J.  Cummins, 
 Fishing  Eod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn. — James  GBEGSON.Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleaklet,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dteb,  19  &  20,  Queen- 
  street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundrt  &  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Mannfaoturers. 
William  James. 
Geoege  Kenway. 
W.  TucKEB,  Manufaottirer. 

Builth  Wells.— Septimus  Pbicb,  12, 
High-street. 

W.  B.  Robeets,  Anglers'  Depot. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff.— E.  Richaedson,  "Silver  Pish," 
Bridge-street. 
^iLLiAM  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle.— R.  Steong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell.— J.  Eneight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  0g»en,  28,  Winch, 
comb-street. 
Ogden  &  ScoTFOED,  PittviUe.  [Whole- 
sale &  Retail.] 

Ch^dleigh,  DevoE  —J.  B.  Teuman! 

Clitheroe.— Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
 leyan-road. 

Darlington.- J.  F.  Sktthe. 

Derby.— T.  Simpson,  55.  Carrington-et. 
Dublin. — C.  Weekes  ft  Co.,  26  ft  27, 
Essex-qnay.  [Wholesale  A  Betail.j 

Edinburgh.— Hard Y  Beos.,  5,  South  St. 
 David-street. 

Eton. — Cecil  Howlett. 
Bambeidge. 


Exeter.— W.  Osbobne,  251,  High-8tr#et. 
B.  F.  Pbickman,  12,  North-atreet. 


Exmouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terraoe. 

Fairford,  Glos.— Samuel  Bubge. 

Felton  — W.  DoBsoN,  West  Thnrstoa. 

Great  Yarmouth.- E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salingee,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings.— DowsETT,  A.  C,  10,  York 
Buildings. 

Henley-on-Thames.— Mead,  Stanley, 
Dnkesti-eet. 


Hereford  —T.  Cooke,  22^,  Maylord-st. 
Hertford.— SiMSON  &  Co.,  Market-place. 
Hull.— H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 


Hungerford,— Fbeeman  Bbos.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.— J.  Geaham  &  Co.,  27, 

Union -street. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Killarney.— T.  McCabthy,  Main-street. 

Eingsbridge,  S.  Devoa.— S.  Pkebott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.E.Eiohaed- 

soN,  67,  High-street. 
J .  E.  WiLLiNGHAM,  35,  High-street. 

Langholm. — Joe  Andeeson,  59,  High-st 

Leamington  Spa.— J.  Hobson. 


Leeds. — Linsley  Bbos.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

C.  J.  Beooks,  43,  Park-lane. 
J.  E.  MiLLEE,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street. 

Leicester.— H.  Clabk  &  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 

Leybum,  Yorks.— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 

Office. 


Limerick. — A.  Nestob,  George-street. 
 [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

Lincoln.— Andbews  &  Paekinson,  36, 

Melville-street. 
M.  Baenes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J .  W.  Walkee,  10,  Waterside. 


Liverpool.— W.   Ramsbottom,  14b, 

North  John-street. 
H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 
R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-stieet. 

London. — T.  Aldbed,   llO,  Edgware- 
road,  N.W. 
Alfeed  ft  Son,  20,  Moorgate-street, 
E.C. 

F.  Anstiss,  23,  First-street,  Walton, 
street,  S.W. 

Ben  Abeahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Net- 
ting HiU. 

W.  Baetleet  ft  Sons,  11  ft  12,  Gold- 
smith-street,  Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 


London — Qontinmd. 

Bbnetfink  &  Co.,  89,  99,  107  &  108, 

Cheapside,  E.C. 
J.  Beenaed  &  Sons,  5,  Chnroh-plaoe, 

Piooadilly. 
C.  J.  Beown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Caeteb  ft  Co.,  137,  St.  John-Btreet- 

road,  E.C. 
R.  Dillon,  78,  Viotoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

Eaton  ft  Dellee,  6  ft  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Paelow  ft  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
FoEKEST  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 

J.    GiLLETT,    40,    Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 
J.  B.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 

road,  S.E. 

Haedy  Begs.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch: 

61,  Pall  Mali. 
J.  W.  Hatton,  216,  Cambridge-road, 
E. 

G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bnlmer),  62, 

Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 
Holbeow  ft  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 
HoLBOYD  Beos.,  59,  Graceohuroh-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  ft  Co.,  63,  Haymarket, 
S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James's. 

Ogdbn  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde  Park 

Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  &  Son,  40,  Gray's  Inn-road, 
W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Maetin,  8,  Seymoar-street, 
Enston-square. 

J.  RicHAEDSON  (late  of  Dunhill's),  123, 
Euston-road,  N.W. 

Mrs.  Soweebutts,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston-square,  W. 
F.  T.  Williams  ft  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 

10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel.— C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Bboad,  Queen-street. 

Macclesfield.— J.  H.  Feabn,  38,  Chester- 
gate. 

Machynlleth.  —  B.  Peabcb,  Coventry 
House. 


Manchester.— w.  Chambbbs  ft  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Habdy  Beos.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

12  and  14,  Moult-st.,  Cross-st. 
B.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slatee,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R.  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-street. 
Mubton.  [Wholesale  ft  Retail.] 
Thos.  Pafb  27,  Collingwood-utreet. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Fbed.W.  Cooke 

Short  Bridge-street. 

Norwich. — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-st.  ; 

J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensnm-street. 

Nottingham.— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John, 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex.street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Thbakeb,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  &  Co.,  I,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham.— J.  E.  Whitkhousb,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Misket-st." 

Oxford.- James  Innbs,  42,  Qneen-st. 

Plymouth.  —^Thomas    BeooksT  Toa, 
Southside-street. 
C.  &  R.  Beooks,  62,  Southside-street. 
Heaedee  &  Sons,  195,  Union-street. 

Reading.— J.  Pebey  &  Co.,  6,lu[inster- 
parade. 

Stedditch.— S.  Alloook  ft  Co.,  Standard 

Works.       [Wholesale  ordy.] 
W.  Baetleet  ft  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfeed  Bookbe  &  Co.  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWAED  &  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  ft  Son,  Stndley.  [Wholesale 

only.] 

Richmond -on- Thames.— Gaynob  a 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
Eveeabd  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

Richmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Spxnoxb, 

Finkle-street. 

Rothbury.— W.  Mavin. 
J.  Soulsby. 

Scarborough.  —  Feank   Rhodes,  5, 
North-  street. 
Wm.  J.  Clabkb,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton.— Cox  ft  Macphbbbon 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  ft  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea— B.  Evans  ft  Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depdt,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — Geoege  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thrapston. — A.  Babgh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.Devon.— J.  d.Bastabd, 

Torridge  House. 

Twickenham.— F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7 
London-road. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andebwb,  High-street. 


Wolverhampton.— T.  Shakkspkabs,  9, 

Market-street. 


York.— H.T.Lloyd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Dary-gate. 
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member  weighed-in — W.  Stretch,  with  bream.  Oa  Dec.  9 
the  members  fish  for  nine  seasonable  prizes ;  boundary, 
from  Petersham  Meadows  to  Tcddington  Lock,  all  Ssh  to 
weigh,  bar  jaclf ;  members  not  soind  by  first  train  to 
rep  irt  themselves  on  the  bank. — H.  Stretch. 

O^lander  Fisoatarial  Sooiavs,  Ogiaader  Hotel 
Oglander-road,  Eist  Dulwich.  —  Our  Christmas  prize 
outing  to  Kiohmond  was  not  a  sncoess,  as  out  of  thirty 
members  competing  only  eleven  had  fish,  viz  ,  Messrs. 
Buroham,  A.  W.  Nayler,  W.  S.  Cartwright,  T.  Moyler, 
Turner,  W.  E.  Nayler,  F.  Smithera,  W.  Moyler,  T. 
Ooates,  Lawrenson,  and  Wood.  Ou  TDbo.  9  we  have  a 
"  rover  "  for  the  second  round  of  the  Christmas  com- 
petition, when  we  hope  for  better  shows  of  fish.  On 
Tuesday  we  got  through  a  deal  of  business,  it  being 
quarterly  night.  The  funds  were  largely  augmented,  also 
a  room  full  of  members.  We  had  the  pleasure  of 
enrolling  twenty-three  new  members,  viz  ,  Messrs.  Early, 
Abel,  Streb,  Rookaby,  Kluske,  Wbybro,  Vizer,  Pow, 
Davis,  Peoney,  Cannon,  Billapa.  Addison,  Hatfield.  Ball, 
Davis,  Ward,  Davis,  Moody,  Hurley,  Holditdh,  Isaacs, 
and  Goater.  Mr.  A,  H.  Harling,  who  resides  near  the 
river-side,  was  elected  hon.  water  bailiff,  and  Mr.  Chas. 
Myers  musical  director  for  our  next  concert  and  prize 
distribution. — H.  W.  MORGAN. 

Old  We  sh  Harp  Angling'  Society.— Meeting  on 
Dec.  9  at  the  Agricultural  Hall,  Barford-Btreet,  at  four 
o'clock.  Important. 

Origfinal  Alexandra  AngrUn?  Soolet7,  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Dec.  2 
S.  Orrow  and  J.  Whitmore  weighed-in  roach.  We  have 
another  working  member  to  elect  next  week ;  hope  all 
members  will  turn  up  to  make  his  acquaintance. — 
George. 

Peobham  Brothers  Anglingf  Society,  Masons' 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.B — A  full  meeting  on 
the  4th  inst.  was  presided  over  by  Host  Shepherd,  faced 
by  Mr.  R.  Hatherill.  Windsor  has  been  chosen  as  the 
venue  for  our  Christmas  prizes,  from  the  bridge  to  Fitz- 
gerald's fence  (tow-path  only).  Members  to  leave  town 
on  the  morning,  and  must  return  from  Windsor  by  five 
o'clock  train,  or  will  be  disqualified.  A  long  list  of 
money  prizes  has  been  headed  by  our  president's  161b. 
joint  of  beef.  Several  of  our  members  travelled  to 
Richmond  on  the  2nd  inst,,  to  take  part  in  competi- 
tion organised  by  Mr.  Ilsley,  Jolly  Anglers,  water- 
side, and  were  disappointed,  upon  arrival,  to  find  the 
match  had  been  postponed  until  the  second  Sunday  in 
New  Year.  Most  of  ours  intend  to  compete  on  that  date. 
Peckhamites,  you  must  all  attend  the  A.B.S.  concert 
given  by  Anchor  and  Hope  at  the  Thomas  a  Becket,  Old 
Ken' -road,  on  Monday  next,  Dec.  10.  Pail  not.  At  this 
meeting  our  prize  list  was  again  swollen  by  two  visitors, 
Messrs.  T.  Stacey  and  H.  Wade.  Messrs.  Regardso, 
Swann,  and  Gibbs  had  fish  from  the  tideway  on  Dec.  2. 
The  date  for  Central  visit  will  be  fixed  next  meeting. 
Hcs*;  Shepherd,  on  Deo.  5,  had  a  fine  display  from 
Datchet,— T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcs&la:  Auglin^  Society,  Th^  Tavistock,  Stibbing- 
ton-street,  N.W.— On  Dec.  2  we  had  a  good  show  of 
roach,  bream,  and  dace,  by  Messrs.  Carr,  Bonffler,  White, 
F.  Dove,  May,  and  Nobby.  There  are  two  gross  weight 
prizes  :  Thames,  bank,  Sundays  Decamler,  bar  jack. — 
R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Anglingf  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-ruad. — Though  a  good 
number  of  our  members  were  out  on  Dec.  2,  only  two 
weigheJ-in,  namely,  Messrs.  Wilson,  roach  and  perch,  and 
Twomey,  roach  and  dace.  I  hope  secretaries  of  different 
societies  will  kindly  accept  this  insertion  as  an  invitation 
to  our  return  visit  on  Monday,  Dec.  10. — W.  B. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
street,  Bdgware-road,  N.W. — On  Dec.  2  Messrs.  Payne, 
Taylor,  Brind,  and  Huggins  weighed-in.  On  the  11th 
inst.  a  complimentary  concert  will  be  given  to  one  of  our 
old  members— F.  Coates,  who  is  in  need  of  your  kind 
support.  Therefore  I  hope  that  members  and  friends  will 
do  all  they  can  for  him  on  Tuesday  next.  Concert  at 
8  p.m. ;  plenty  of  talent. — Geo.  Keene. 

noyal  George  :!lngling  Sociaty,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho-squara. — On  Dec.  2  we  fished  our 
Christmas  competition  at  Richmond,  but  only  four  mem- 
bers were  successful,  viz. :  Messrs.  H.  Lewis,  Pain, 
Gibbons,  and  W.  Harris.  We  fish  the  remainder  on 
Dec.  9.  Messrs.  Longland  and  Trotter  also  weighed-in. 
The  auditors  passed  our  balance-sheet,  which  was  in  a 
flourishing  state. — J.  Gibbons 

St.  Joiin's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  J31erkenwell.  —  Our  competition  at 
Addlestone  on  the'Sad  resulted  in  two  prizes  being  taken  by 
Messrs.  Emery  and  Mills.  The  complimentary  concert  to 
Mr.  Will  Fuller  on  the  3rd  was  a  grand  success,  our  large 
club-room  being  packed.  The  talent  was  excellent, 
tv?enty-two  artists,  thirty-one  tarns.  Mr.  Fuller  returns 
thanks  to  his  angler  friends  for  their  genuine  support. — F. 
Thorling. 

f^econd  Surrey  An^lintr  Sooiety;  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  Dec.  2 
most  of  the  members  had  fish.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on 
Dec.  5.  We  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  at  Datchet  on 
Dec.  16,  tow-path  only,  same  place  as  before. — W.  B. 

Beymonr  Brothers  Angiiiig  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Graf  ton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.  —  Our  annual 
Christmas  outing  for  a  series  of  prizes  were  taken  by  the 
following  members :  Messrs.  E.  Henson,  1st ;  G.  Camp- 
bell, 2ad ;  W.  Roach,  3cd  ;  De  Saut,  4th  ;  T.  Barnes,  5th  ; 
Spalding,  6th ;  Docker,  7th;  and  Ben  Smith,  8th.  The 
rt^Ecaining  four  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dee.  9,  for 
members  of  last  week's  outing  only.  Two  extra  prizes  not 
won  open  to  all  members,  first  and  second,  gross  weight, 
on  Dec.  9. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Tront  Anglingr  Sooiety,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Gurden. — On  Deo.  2  Mr. 


Phillips  weighed-in  one  chub,  81b.  3Joz,  ;  and  on  Dec.  4 
Mr.  Pettit  had  a  good  show  of  roach,  largest  lib.  Deo.  9, 
cup  and  prizn  outing  to  Sbiplake.  Train  leaves  Paddington 
Station  at  nine  o'clock.— R  Smith. 

South  Bermonds^;  Club  and  Institute  Fisca- 
torials, Rotnerhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Our  monthly 
outing  took  place  on  Dec.  2,  with  the  following  result : 
Mr  W.  Costin  first,  with  bream;  Mr.  P.  Allum  etc  md, 
bream  ;  and  Mr.  T.  Byers  third,  with  roach.  The  tiikes 
were  small,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  river  and  being  a 
miserably  cold  day.  On  Dec.  16  our  annual  Christmas 
outing  will  take  place.  We  have  a  gocd  hst  of  prizes,  and 
are  expecting  several  more,  so  I  hope  members  of  the 
institute  as  well  as  our  own  members  will  turn  up  and 
support  the  outing.  Prizes  will  be  distributed  on  Friday, 
21i<t,  at  9  30  p.m.— J.  H.  Davies. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road. — Our  members  met  with  but  poor  sport  on  Dec.  2, 
only  two  members  weighing-in  :  Mr.  Brock,  two  jack; 
Mr.  Stoddart,  roich  and  daoe.  There  are  several  Christ- 
mas prizes  to  be  roved  for  yet. — W.  B. 

Stookweil  Angling  aiooiety,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  Tuesday  night, 
some  of  our  hon.  members  giving  the  club  a  look  up.  I 
hope  to  see  a  few  more  of  our  members  on  the  nest 
mseting  night.  Three  more  of  the  prizes  in  the  Christmas 
competition  were  taken  on  Dec.  2  by  the  following : 
Messrs.  A.  Pain,  fourth ;  T.  Lucas,  fifth ;  T.  Barker, 
sixth.  Mr.  Anstv  weighed-in  a  brace  of  jack  on  Tuesday 
evening  also.  WOl  members  who  have  not  shown  up 
lately  please  note  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  takes 
place  on  Deo.  18?— A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  The  Commercial 
Hotel,  Martin-street,  Stratford,  E.— On  Dec.  2  Messrs. 
Grande  and  Sandiland  had  a  nice  show  of  roach.  Train 
leaves  Stratford  main  at  7.35  for  Hatfield  Peveril  on 
Dec  9,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members. — 

G.  A.  Payne. 

Snndiak  Angling  SSoolety.  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  week  Messrs.  Webb, 
Phelps,  French,  and  Cartwright  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace.  A  grand  case  of  three  jack  was  shown  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barber  and  presented  to  the  club. — C.  B.  LocH. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pi-incess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Dec.  2  we  fished  for  our  numerous  Christmas  prizes,  which 
were  taken  successfully  in  the  following  order :  Mr.  T. 
Austin,  first;  Mr.  W.  Davis,  second;  F.  Griffiths,  third; 

H.  Clarke,  fouith;  J.  Smith,  fifth;  J.  Toothill,  sixth. 
On  Dec.  19,  which  will  be  distribution  night,  we  shall 
have  a  little  concert,  and  we  hope  to  see  as  many  friends 
and  brother  acglers  as  can  oblige. — F.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Qreen  and  Chelsea  Angkiug  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— A  supper  will  take 
place  after  them  itch  at  Bourne  End  on  Dec.  16  Will 
all  members  wiahirig  to  partake  of  the  same  kindly  give 
their  names  in.  Tne  following  weighed-in  on  Dec.  2 : 
Mr.  Crisp,  chub,  and  roach ;  Mr.  Price,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  Duffield,  roach  and  jack ;  Mr.  Templeman,  bream, 
and  one  roach,  lib.  2oz.  Mr.  Panconrt  was  amongst  the 
jack  at  Droitwich,  securing  one  nice  fish  of  lllb.  3oz.  Our 
worthy  host  has  given  a  box  of  cigars,  and  the  hostess  two 
bottles  of  whisky  for  Christmas  outing.— W.  L.  Kerry, 

Walthamsvow  Brothers  Angling  ^oltsty,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.  —  The  following 
weighed-in  on  Dec.  2  ,  Messrs  Beard,  one  fine  jack,  7ilb. ; 
Howell,  Howarth,  Leadsr,  Clark,  roach ;  and  Messrs. 
J.  P.  Howell,  Browning,  Thomson,  and  Fiook,  perch.  We 
have  made  three  new  members. — M.  Schocke. 

Warwick  AngUng  Ssuiet;.-',  Lora  Brooke,  Shem- 
hall-street,  Walthamstow.  —  On  Dec.  2  our  members 
brought  up  a  fine  show  of  fish.  Mr.  Howes  had  a  nice 
pike  75lb. ;  Mr.  Day  also  had  a  good  show,  the  largest 
scaling  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Parnham  had  roach  and  dace,  the 
largest  roach  lib.  3Joz.  The  following  had  a  good  show 
of  perch :  Messrs.  Kent,  Sizer,  Harman,  and  Calicut. 
Hard  luck  attended  one  of  our  members  ( Mr.  Piper)  who 
had  the  annoyance  of  seeing  the  good-sized  perch  that 
he  had  on  the  bank  return  to  its  native  element.  We  hope 
anglers  and  friends  will  not  forget  the  visit  of  the  A.B.S. 
on  Dec,  20,  when  some  London  artists  will  appear.— W. 
Calicdt. 

Wellington  Angling  Sooiety,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B. — The  result  of  our 
competition  was  Mr.  Ratter  first,  Mr.  Jenkins  second, 
and  Mr.  Cox  third.  The  remaining  three  prizes  were 
untaken.  Members  can  turn  out  on  Dec.  '■)  and  fish  for 
them  where  they  please.  Tne  Christmas  prizes  are  also  to 
be  fished  for  on  the  same  date  at  Tonbridge, — W.  Cox. 

Weulocb  Angling  Sooiety,  Bydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Our  return  visit  on  Dec.  4  was  a  great 
saocess.  Mr.  Musgrave  occupied  the  chair  daring  the 
early  evening,  and  Mr.  Newton  (Hoxton  Brothers  A. S.), 
later.  We  had  a  grand  array  of  talent,  and  gocd  harmony 
was  rendered  by  Messrs.  Albert  Dry,  Will  Musgrav.?,  Ted 
Hilton,  Will  Fuller,  J.  Heath,  Joe  Hackett,  and  Will 
Stretch.  During  the  evening  we  were  honoured  by  th« 
company  of  Mr.  R.  Ghurney  (late  sec.  of  the  iAnglers' 
Association),  also  Mr.  Woodruff  (the  present  sec).  Mr, 
Roberts  (Central  Finsbury  A.S.)  intronuced  Driver 
Horace  Glasock,  R.H.A.,  V.C,,who  was  received  with 
great  enthusiasm.  He  related  how  he  won  his  cross, 
having  six  horses  shot  under  him  at  Sauna's  Post,  and 
finally  being  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  making  his 
escape.  Mr.  G.  Price  then  introduced  Private 
Roberts,  42nd  Highlanders  (Black  Watch),  who  was 
enthusiastically  received.  He  gave  his  experience  at 
Modder  river,  he  being  the  only  survivor  of  his  company 
of  104,  and  still  carries  a  bullet  in  him.  Mr.  Wcoirnff 
thea  invited  the  company  to  drink  Driver  Glasock's 
(V  C.)  health,  which  was  accompanied  with  mu'^ioal 
honours.  Mr.  Newton  then  vacated  the  chair  in  favour 
of  Driver  Horace  Glasock,  V.C.    On  the  roll  being  called 


twenty-four  clubs  were  represented.  Tbij  baing  a  night 
never  to  be  forgotten,  1  wish  to  thank  all  who  attended 
to  represent  their  clnbs,  also  those  gentlemen  who  aesieted 
with  the  harmony.  Our  Cbriftmas  pri/.9  outing  at  Rye 
House  was  not  a  success,  only  four  prizes  being  won  as 
follows  :  Mr.  Veuzey,  Mr.  Dessert,  Mr.  Heir,  and  Mr. 
Renn,  the  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  the  9th 
same  place  and  conditions. — H.  Hkir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Dec.  2,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish  :  Messrs. 
W.  Burling,  J.  Newton,  sen..  Pethurst,  Ilartt,  roach  ; 
A.  W.  Hart  and  F.  Homer,  jick.  There  are  five  more 
prizes  to  be  taken  in  the  Christmas  match,  so  it  is 
open  for  the  members  to  fish  for  yet,  at  the  same  place, 
roving  in  the  same  water,  both  sides  cf  the  river. — R. 
Lowther. 

White  Hart  Angling  Sooiety,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  Dec.  3  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs,  A.  Langton,  dace  ;  W.  Butler,  dace  ;  F.  Hoy, 
perch ;  D.  Thorpe,  jack  ;  D.  Knight,  perch  ;  and  W. 
Anthony,  roach.  Dec.  9  will  be  tbe  last  weighicg-in  day 
for  Christmas  prizes. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead, — Some  of  our  mem- 
bers again  did  very  on  Dec.  2  :  Messrs.  F.  Creswell,  one 
jack,  91b.  ;  W.  Brown,  one  jack,  51b.  12^02.  ;  H.  Brown, 
roach  41b.  12J,  largest  lib.  IJoz  ;  H.  Taylor,  roach,  lib. 
3oz.,  and  lib.  loz. ;  J.  R.  Howcroft,  jack,  8lb.  10|oz., 
largest  61b.  6|oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Hicks,  dace,  largeft  15.|oz,— 
J.  R.  Howcroft. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  Angling  Society. 
The  Windmill,  Park-road,  Clapham. — Outing  takes  place 
on  Dec.  9  to  Shepperton  for  the  same  prizes  as  last  week, 
and  we  hope  members  will  turn  up  in  full  force.  If 
members  do  not  attend  on  Tuesday  nights  the  business 
cannot  be  carried  on.  Pleaty  of  prizes  and  money  in 
hand.— F.  Taylor. 


^offings  bg  f^c  pap. 

From  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  hon.  sac.  of  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  A.S.,  comes  an  elaborately-printed  card  to  the 
effect  that  the  twenty- fifth  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
Thursday,  Dec.  13,  at  the  Wellington  Hotel,  Station- 
street.  I  should  dearly  like  to  be  among  the  "  boys  "  on 
this  occasion,  but  circumstances  will  not  permit  of  my 
journeying  to  Nottingham  on  a  Thursday.  This  much  I 
am  quite  certain  of,  that  whether  the  "  London  contin- 
gent "  are  present  or  not  the  function  will  be  a  brilliant 
success — it  will  an'  all ! 


The  Cupar  Angling  Club  had  a  very  pleasant  evening  on 
Friday  last  (Nov.  30),  when  Mr.  Honeyman  (president) 
occupied  the  cbair.  The  speeches,  the  toasts,  the  Eden's 
prospects  and  possibilities  were  all  discussed  and  digested. 
Mr.  George  Thompson  (now  in  his  94:h  year  !)  is  a  member 
of  the  club,  and  some  interesting  details  of  this  pleasant 
function  will  appear  next  week. 


The  great  North  Sea  herring  fishing  at  Yarmouth  is 
beginning  to  wane  with  the  departure  of  the  great  propor- 
tion of  the  Scotch  fleet.  This  year  the  North  British 
boats  came  in  unprecedented  numbers  to  Yarmouth,  over 
400  arriving  from  Scottish  ports,  and  some  travelling  from 
so  far  north  as  Peterhead,  Wick,  and  even  Stornoway, 
in  the  Hebrides.  The  voyage  thus  far  has  proved  a 
record  one,  no  fewer  than  22,602  lasts  of  herrings; 
or,  in  figures  understanded  of  plain  folk,  298,346,400 
fish,  having  been  already  landed  at  Yarmouth  Pish 
Wharf.  In  addition  to  the  3000  Scotch  fishermen 
who  have  thus  been  following  their  avocation  at  Yarmouth, 
fully  2000  Scottish  fisherwomen  have  found  employment 
in  the  curing  houses  and  on  the  pickling  plots  in  the 
bloater  town.  Not  only  has  the  catch  been  large,  but 
prices  have  been  good,  thanks  to  the  presence  of  nearly 
200  buyers,  local,  Scottish,  and  foreign. 

Some  thirty  steamers  have  already  left  Yarmouth  with 
cargoes  of  salted  herrings  for  the  Baltic  ports,  where  these 
fish  form  the  staple  winter  food  of  the  poorer  populations, 
and  many  others  are  to  follow.  In  addition,  there  is  a 
large  export  carried  on  in  smoked  fish  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  the  East,  via  Liverpool,  London,  and  Hull. 
Last  year  the  value  of  the  herring  voyage  to  Yarmouth  was 
computed  at  £300,000,  and  this  year  it  will  certainly  touch 
still  higher  figures.  The  importance  of  the  industry  lies 
largely  in  the  enormous  field  it  offers  for  local  labour  at  a 
period  of  the  year  when  otherwise  men  would  lack  employ- 
ment,  but  with  its  great  development  of  late  years  it  wUI 
he  incumbent  on  the  authorities  to  increase  tbe  accom- 
modation and  facilities  offered.  Yarmouth  has  enjoyed  a 
certain  fame  in  recent  years  by  reason  of  its  sprat  banquet, 
but  it  was  anomalous  that  such  a  feast  should  be  linked 
with  Yarmouth,  which  is  not  the  home  of  the  cprat  at 
all,  while  it  is  historically  famous  for  its  herrings.  This 
year,  the  banquet,  which  will  take  place  to-day,  is  to  be 
a  sprat  and  bloater  celebration,  which  is  rather  more  in 
accordance  with  the  eternal  fitness  of  things. 


"  In  spite  of  the  old  belief  that  there  is,"  says 
Chamber's  Journal,  "  as  good  fish  in  every  sea  as  ever  yet 
came  out,  it  seems  certain  that  our  sea  fisheries  in  many 
cases  are  being  depleted.  Long  ago  it  was  found  necessary 
to  take  steps  to  acquire  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  fish 
life,  and  with  this  view  marine  biological  stations  were 
e  tiblished  aronnd  tbe  coast.  These  establishments 
were  created,  in  the  words  of  the  late  Professor 
Huxley,   'to  increase   onr  knowledge  as  regards  the 
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food,  life-conditions  and  habits  of  British  food  fishes 
and  mollnsos.'  Mr.  Garstang,  of  the  Marine  Laboratory 
at  Plymouth,  has  lately  issued  a  report  bearing 
upon  the  work  of  these  associations,  in  which  he 
admits  that  past  operations  in  sea-fish  hatching  have  been 
UEgatiefdotory ;  and  he  does  not  look  for  any  successful 
results  until  the  problem  of  feeding  and  rearing  the  fry  to 
a  more  advanced  stage  has  been  satisfactorily  solved.  He 
believes  that  the  most  useful  measures  to  adopt  would  be 
to  promote  the  artificial  propagation  of  sea-fishes  on  board 
the  fisbing-boats  dating  the  spawning  season,  fertilised 
eggs  to  be  at  once  returned  to  the  sea." 


The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Shooting  Times  is  one  of 
the  best  ever  issued.  It  is  brimful  of  bright  and  entertain- 
ing articles,  thrilling  stories  of  sport  and  adventure,  and 
seasonable  yarns  and  anecdotes  by  well-known  writers  on 
shooting  and  fishing.  There  is  scarcely  a  page—and  it 
contains  sixty— which  is  not  illustrated,  many  of  them 
being  drawn  expreisly  for  this  number.  The  gun  is  of 
course  more  in  evidence  than  the  rod ;  but  lovers  of  the 
rod  are ^ not  forgotten,  for  we  have  "December  Pike 
FishiDg,  '  "Reaching  and  Breaming  on  the  Tare," 
Eound  About  a  Pike  Ladder,"  "  The  Vicar's  Seat  " 
Fishermen's  Troubles,"  "  Trout  Fishing  in  the  Mid- 
lands," &o.,  &o. 

— )  ■  >  »  (  

The  Christmas  Number  is  quite  distinct  from  the 
ordinary  weekly  number,  and  is  published  at  6d.,  by  A.  C. 
Bonsall,  72-76,  Temple  Chambers,  Fleet-street,  B.C. 
Those  who  are  unable  to  go  shooting  or  fishing  may  fairly 
revel  in  the  scenes  depicted  in  this  "  extra  special." 

Uncle  Jim's  Story,"  showing  "  The  Devil's  Mill,"  is  a 
real  Christmas  story;  in  fact,  there  is  not  a  dull  page 
throughout  the  whole  "  budget,"  and  the  "  get-up " 
reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  the  editor.  Many  of  the 
places  illustrated  are  familiar  to  me,  but  none  more  so 
than  Lord  Mayor's  Cottage  "  (Barton  Mills),  where  Mr. 
Wilbam  Hewlett,  the  angler  naturalist,  may  be  seen 
standing  in  the  rustic  porch,  and  seated  in  the  ingle  nook, 
from  which  room  he  has,  under  the  title  of  "  Echoes  of 
Sport  and  Natural  History  from  the  Old  Chimney 
Corner,  '  issued  one  of  the  chattiest  and  most  instructive 
articles  on  shooting  and  fishing  in  East  Anglia  ever 
written. 


The  Christmas  Number  of  Scribner's  Magazine  shows 
three  different  kinds  of  colour-printing.  The  cover  is  an 
elaborate  design  by  Maxfield  Parrish,  which  it  has  taken 
nine  printings  to  reproduce.  The  frontispiece  is  a  delicate 
reproduction  in  colour  of  a  painting  of  a  mother  and  child 
by  Jessie  Willoox  Smith,  and  in  the  body  of  the  magazine, 
m  a  very  illuminating  article  by  the  distinguished  art 
critic,  John  La  Farge,  on  "  Puvis  de  Chavannes,"  are  six 
full-page  pictures  of  some  famous  decorative  paintings  by 
Puvis.  These  have  been  most  faithfully  leproducsd  in  the 
colours  of  the  originals.  Eight  illustrated  short  stories, 
showing  great  variety  in  subject,  are  included  in  the 
number. 


Christmas  !  Yes ;  "  ones  a  year."  Hardly  cold 
enough  just  yet,  but  we  have  had  a  nice  showei-  or  two  to 
go  on  with.  The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  is  "  under  weigh,"  and  will  be  published  at  five  of 
the  clock  on  Friday  evening,  Dec.  21.  It  will  contain 
numerous  illustrations,  and  articles  by  well-known  writers. 
Price  2d._  Christmas  !  Dinners,  suppers,  concerts,  read- 
ings, outings,  competitions  !  Dear,  dear  !  Let  me  start 
with  Monday,  Dec.  10— that  is  to  say,  doctor  permitting— 
where  I  should  like  to  be.  Anchor  and  Hope  grand 
concert  for  A.B.8.  Tuesday  (Dec.  11),  distribution  of 
prizes  won  at  Eichmcnd.  I  must  go  to  that,  as  I  am  dovm 
for  the  chair. 

Then,  on  the  12th,  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr.  Church- 
wood  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  B.8.A.8  ;  a 
lantern  lecture  at  the  Bostonians  (a  real  treat) ;  a  supper 
at  Shepherd's  Bush;  a  concert  at  that  new,  but  enter- 
prising club,  the  Croydon.  Then  to  Nottingham  on  the 
1  3th— no ;  thanks  to  all  for  kind  invites,  but  if  I  manage 
:  o  get  to  the  Dec.  11  distribution  it  will  be  as  much  as  can 
be  done  in  one  week.  All  the  same,  I  wish  every  society 
who  are  now  arranging  for  the  Christmas  festivities  every 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

 >♦ »  »<  

Mb.  J.  W.  Foster,  writing  from  Nottingham,  says: 
'  We  have  interred  at  the  general  cemetary  here  to-day 
(Dec.  5)  a  good  old  fishing  boy,  Mr.  W.  Stevens.  He  was 
on  our  committee  at  the  '  Wellington,'  a  true  sportsman 
up  to  the  hilt  (rod  and  gun),  fond  of  dogs,  good  company 
over  a  glass  at  night,  hand  in  his  pocket  in  a  moment  for 
any  good  cause;  in  fact,  one  of  the  best.  All  the 
committee  followed.  We  all  felt  his  loss  very  much; 
only  forty  years  of  age." 


At  the  Anchor  (Kingston-on-Thames)  Fishing  Society 
meeting,  held  at  the  Druid's  Head  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  F.  H. 
Amphlett  presiding,  it  was  decided  that  a  roach  com- 
petition  should  be  held  on  the  Thames  on  Dec.  16  and  17. 
Mr.  Charter  made  a  present  to  the  society  of  a  mahogany 
box  for  raoeiving  entrance  fees  for  competitions,  and 
received  the  thanks  of  the  society  for  the  same. 


The  hon,  sec.  of  the  Thames  Restocking  Association 
wishes  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  one  sfuinea  from 
Mr.  T.  H.  Clutton  and  23.  6d.  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Riches  as 
donations  towards  the  funds. 


A  CONSIDERABLE  portion  of  the  many  novelties  shown 
at  the  recently  closed  Paris  Exhibition  have  found  their 
way  to  London.  With  their  usual  enterprise  A.  W. 
Gamage,  Limited,  of  Holborn,  have  secured  a  large  and 
valuable  collection  of  the  cont?nt8  of  the  cjses  in  the  toy 
and  ecientific  novelty  department,  which  is  on  view  and 
for  sale  at  their  grand  Christmas  bazaar.  This  bazaar, 
which  is  a  perfect  wonderland  of  presents  and  toys,  is 
pronounced  by  press  and  public  to  be  quite  the  most 
attractive  in  London,  will  be  open  until  the  last  day  of  the 
year;  and  readers  who  are  not  visiting  London  should 
write  at  once  for  the  illustrated  catalogue  of  the  bazaar, 
which  will  be  sent  post  free  to  any  address  however 
remote.  Persons  resident  in  the  country  will  thus  have 
London  and  Paris  brought  to  their  very  doors.  . 

Mr.  a.  F.  Wrisgle.'^worth  writes  :  "  I  had  a  splendid 
catch  of  roach  last  week-end  in  the  Ivel,  several  up  to  lib., 
and  one  l|lb.  I  was  fishing  with  gentles  and  a  No.  11 
roach  hook  special  on  stained  gut,  supplied  by  Mrs.  Sower- 
buttg,  Commercial-street,  E.,  andean  strongly  recDmmend 
them  to  brother  anglers." 

 >  »  «  »  <  

Will  all  members  of  the  late  Battersea  Piscatorial 
Society  at  the  time  it  was  dissolved,  who  have  not  yet 
received  their  division  of  the  funds,  please  call  at  147, 
York-road,  Battersea,  and  receive  same  from  Mr.  Keene 
(late  treasurer)  P 

 >-»-*-M  

Mb.  John  E.  Miller,  Leeds,  sends  the  following  : 
"  Salmon  roe  often  gets  people  who  will  risk  breaking  the 
law  into  trouble.  George  Hardstaff,  of  Escomb,  found 
that  out  on  Monday  last  at  the  Auckland  (Co.  Durham) 
Police  Court,  when  the  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  f  1  and 
costs.  Inspector  Cowen  and  Sergeant  Snaith  seized  five 
jara  of  "  jam '_' containing  24,000  or  more  salmon  eggs  at 
Hardstaff'fl  residence.  George  pleaded  ignorance,  but  the 
magistrates  said  "  Guilty,"  and  perhaps  let  him  off  easy.  ' 
)  »  »  *  < 

OUR  P.  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mr,  W.  B.  Williams 

Is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society, 
and  is  now  engaged  on  active  service  in  South  Africa.  He 
left  England  with  Mr.  A.  Pulhan*  (a  fellow-member)  in 
March,  1899,  and  took  up  a  position  on  the  Transvaal 
Leader  until  the  arrest  of  its  editor,  Mr.  Pakeman,  the 
suppression  of  the  paper  by  the  Boer  Government,  and  the 
subsequent  declaration  of  war  drove  him  southwards  to 
East  London,  where,  from  pure  love  of  adventure,  he 
enlisted  in_  the  newly-raised  corps  "  The  Kaffrarian 
Rifles."  His  regiment  has  taken  part  in  several  important 
engagements,  and  Mr,  Williams  is  now  stationed  at  Bizana, 
in  Bast  Pondoland,  I  wish  him  good  luck  and  a  safe 
return. 



"  The  Mick  "  was  asked  the  usual  question  at  a  subur- 
ban tavern  the  other  Sunday,  "  Are  you  a  traveller,  sir  ?  " 
"  To  be  sure  I  am,"  he  replied.  "  Can't  you  see  me  boots 
is  full  of  feet !  "  Miok  meant  "  mud,"  but  it  doesn't 
matter. 


The  Lea  is  in  good  condition  just  now,  and  several 
nice  catches  are  reported  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hoddesdon,  especially  near  the  Dobbs  Weir  Fishery. 
By  the  way,  I  understand  that  Host  Payne  has  now 
recovered  from  his  long  and  severe  illness.  Congratula- 
tions, Payne  !    Have  no  more  of  it. 

A  SPLENDID  programme  has  been  prepared  for  the 
Bohemian  Concert  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon,  on 
Wednesday  next,  Deo.  12.    A  large  muster  is  anticipated. 


To  the  attractions  of  the  popular  Westminster 
Aquarium  a  great  pigeon  show  is  to  be  added  on  Tuefday, 
Wedneaday.  and  Thursday  next.  Upwards  of  2000  birds 
of  all  the  different  breeds,  and  including  war  messengers 
used  in  the  South  African  war,  will  bo  on  view.  The 
programme  is  running  very  strong,  and  will  on  Monday 
have  the  additions  of  a  new  illusion  and  box  trick,  a  lady 
wire  performer,  a  lady  whistler,  and  a  black  serio-comic 
and  buck  dancer, 



"Talent"  is  a  monthly  magazine  (price  3d.),  issued 
by  Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  37,  Caversham-road,  N,W.,  which 
contains  many  items  which  are  extremely  interesting,  and 
in  some  instances  the  ideas  are  really  original— a  rare 
thing  in  magazines. 


My  "Leading"  Ladt, 
I've  a  theatre  most  famous. 

And  a  company  so  sound. 
That  they  always  are  most  loyal. 

As  our  hearts  are  fimly  bound, 
I'll  not  tell  of  all  the  wondrous 

Scenes  that  come  from  day  to  day, 
But  speak  of  my  "  leading  ''  lady. 

And  of  all  her  pretty  "  play." 

She  is  three,  and  she's  a  tyrant, 

As  is  suited  to  her  sex  ; 
And  so  often  as  I  manage 

She  will  terribly  perplex. 
I'm  compelled  to  listen  to  her. 

And  she  will  put  on  such  "  aire," 
Telling  me  in  "  funny  English  " 

Such  s  lot  of  her  affairs. 
Yes,  she  is  my  "  leading  "  lady. 

And  she  "  leads  "  me  where  she  please ; 
It  is  often  to  the  "  Lowther," 

Where  her  mighty  hands  will  seize 
Toys  and  treasures  that  bewilder. 

And  I  am  compelled  to  "  part," 
In  a  way  that  is  "  Arcadian," 

And  for  which  I  have  to  smart. 
Then  the  "  sweets  "  of  life  she  loveth. 

All  those  strange  and  curious  things 
That  are  moulded  out  of  sngar. 

And  to  which  the  spirit  clings. 
So  she  leads  me,  simple  victim. 

To  the  shop  of  balls  and  sticks. 
Patters  out  her  winsame  speeches 

As  she  puts  me  in  a  fix. 

Yes,  she  is  my  "  leading  "  lady, 

A  'I  miss  "-leading  lady,  too ; 
Winning  everyone  around  her. 

For  her  "  playing  "  is  so  true. 
She  can  "  make  up  "  in  a  manner 

That  no  art  can  ever  touch  ; 
While  her  language  is  delightful. 

Though  it's  nearly  double-Dutch. 


From  _  the  report  and  financial  statement  of  the 
Lychnobite  A.S.  it  appears  that  they  are  "  going  strong  " 
—numerically  and  financially.  They  have  a  splendid 
executive— Chaplais  as  host  and  "  Sid  "  as  secretary.  The 
dinner  at  the  Horse  Shoe  was  everything  (or  nearly 
everything)  that  could  be  wished.  It  was  good  ;  the  pro- 
gramme simply  excellent.  The  Lychnobites  are  not  lovers 
of  long  speeches,  and  they  did  not  have  them— in  fact, 
this  function  may  be  said  to  have  been  "  speechless." 
Long  may  the  "  Lychnos  "  flourish  .' 


This  is  from  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette  : 
"  Rats ! 

They  fought  the  dogs  and  killed  the  cats. 

And  bit  the  babies  in  the  cradles. 
And  ate  the  cheeses  out  of  the  vats. 

And  licked  the  soup  from  the  cooks'  own  ladles, 
Split  open  the  kegs  of  salted  sprats. 
Made  nests  inside  men's  Sunday  hats. 
And  even  spoiled  the  women's  chats 
By  drowning  their  speaking 
With  shrieking  and  squeaking 
In  fifty  different  sharps  and  flats. 

Besides  killing  the  young  rabbits,  the  rats  sucked  the 
eggs  of  the  sea-fowl,  and  devoured  the  young  birds  in  great 
numbers,  especially  the  puffins,  gulls,  and  gannets,  so 
that,  it  is  said,  their  numbers  were  much  reduced. 
Whether  or  not  the  destruction  of  the  sea-fowl  in  this 
way  caused  the  herring  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
be  appreciably  more  productive  does  not,  unfortunately, 
appear ;  but  the  links  in  the  chain— rats,  sea  birds, 
herrings— renaind  one  of  Darwen's  illustration  of  how  old 
maids  in  a  village  might  affect  the  crop  of  clover :  wild 
bees  fertilise  the  clover,  mice  devour  the  bees'  nests,  oats 
devour  mice,  old  maids  keep  cats,  ergo,  old  maids  affect 
the  clover. 

Mr.  a.  Scard,  writing  from  Holywell  Ferry,  Ouse, 
says  :  "  River  here  in  good  condition  for  pike,  &c.  (thanks 
to  the  rain).  Largest  taken  during  this  week  scaled  7Jlb. 
A  good  number  of  others  up  to  61b.  have  also  been  brought 
in  by  other  gentlemen.  Perch  have  been  feeding  well, 
and  have  taken  lobs  greedily," 


"  The  common  shad  of  car  rivers,"  said  the  country 
school  teacher,  "  lays  almost  a  million  eggs."  "  It'sluoky," 
said  the  farmer  boy,  "  that  the  shad  doesn't  have  to  cackle 
over  every  egg."  Dragnet. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANOLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Prize  medal  boat  competition,  1900,  held  at  Deal, 
Nov.  17  and  Dec.  2  and  3  : 

Class  I.— For  the  heaviest  fish  taken  during  the  com- 
petition. First,  gold  medal ;  second,  silver  medal.  _  The 
Deal  Corporation  challenge  cup  will  be  held  by  the  roiuner 
of  the  gold  medal :  R.  C.  H.  Corfe,  one  cod  of  15Jlb. ; 
H.  Edwards,  one  conger  of  111b.  9oz. 

Class  II. — For  the  heaviest  weight  of  cod  taken  each 
day,  not  exceeding  five  in  numbers.  First,  silver  medal ; 
sBoond,  bronz9  medal.  First  day,  no  award.  Second  day, 
W.  H.  Stanners,  one  cod  of  111b.  6oz. ;  W.  Watkins,  one 
codling  of  2lb.  9oz.  Third  day,  R.  C.  H.  Corfe,  one  cod 
of  151b.  8oz. ;  W.  A.  Hush,  one  cod  of  61b.  14r)z. 

Class  III. — For  the  heaviest  weight  of  whiting  taken 
each  day,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number.  First,  silver 
medal;  secsnd,  bronze  medal.  First  day,  S.  J.  Prior,  one 
whiting,  lib.  l^oz. ;  Major  Graham  Gordon,  one  whiting, 
15oz.  Second  day,  W.  Watkins,  twelve  whiting,  lllb.  4oz. ; 
J.  Read  Clarke,  twelve  whiting,  101b.  15oz.  Third  day, 
R.  C.  H.  Corfe,  twelve  whiting,  121b.  8oz. ;  C.  3.  Patter- 
son, twelve  whiting,  lllb.  4oz. 

Class  IV. — For  the  greatest  number  of  sizable  fish 
taken  on  any  one  day  of  the  competition.  First,  silver 
medal,  W.  Watkins,  seventy-five  sizeable  fish;  C.  S. 
Patterson,  sixty-five  sizable  fish. 

Class  V.— For  the  greatest  number  of  sizable  fish 
taken  by  ladies  only  on  any  one  day  of  the  competition. 
First.  sUver  medal,  Mrs.  Tilling,  eight  sizeable  fish ; 
Mrs.  Zaehnsdorf,  seven  sizable  fishbone  a  pollack  of  16Jlb.). 

N.B. — The  list  of  prize  winners  will  be  published  after 
the  prizes  have  been  awarded  by  the  committee. 

Chas.  S.  Patterson  (Hon.  Sec). 


WOLVERHAMPTON  AND  DISTRICT 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  distribution  of  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors 
in  the  recent  contest  held  at  Gailey,near  Wolverhampton, 
took  place  on  Wednesday  last  at  the  club  headquarters, 
the  Vine  Hotel,  Stafford-street,  Wolverhampton.  Mr. 
R.  R.  Rhodes  presided,  a  goodly  number  of  members 
being  present,  including  Mr.  T.  Cooke,  vice-president ; 
Mr.  T.  Waters,  hon.  sec. ;  Mr.  R.  Shaw,  hen.  treasurer ; 
Messrs.  Capper.  Colman,  Bennett,  Gilks,  HoUoway, 
Lowe,  Owen,  Rhead,  and  others.  There  were  twelve 
prizes  for  distribution  among  twenty-six  competitors. 
The  "  pick  of  the  basket,"  consisting  of  a  handsome  and 
valuable  sterling  silver  cup,  a  gold-centred  silver  medal, 
and  a  useful  ham,  fell  to  the  share  of  Mr.  W.  Edge,  winner 
of  the  first  prize.  In  handing  the  prize  to  the  winner,  the 
chairman  reminded  him  that  although  it  gave  him  great 
pleasure  to  see  a  comparatively  new  member  come  forward 
to  receive  the  cup,  he  could  not  on  this  occasion  congratu- 
late him  as  the  absolute  owner  of  it,  as  it  remained 
the  property  of  the  club  until  one  of  its  members  had  won 
it  three  times  in  succession  at  the  annual  autnuinal  com- 
petition. He  wished  Mr.  Edge  every  success  in  winning  it 
on  the  next  two  occasions,  when  it  would  become  his  honL% 
fide  property.  Mr.  T.  Cooke,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  donors  of  the  various  prizes,  wished  to  include  the 
names  of  Messrs.  Somerfield,  Colman,  and  Rhead,  who 
had  so  cheerfully  assisted  the  committee  in  securiag  such 
a  useful  collection  for  competition.  He  also  wished  to 
inform  those  present  that  the  committee  contemplated 
erecting  a  shelter  at  Dunston,  which  the  members 
would  no  doubt  find  very  useful  in  case  of  bad  weather. 
Mr.  Charles  Capper  thanked  the  chairman  for  his 
kindness  in  coming  there  to  distribute  the  prizes,  and 
also  for  his  generosity  in  presenting  such  a  valuable  cup 
to  the  club  for  competition  each  year.  He  always 
found  Mr.  Rhodes  most  willing  to  render  the  club  every 
assistance  both  financially  and  in  his  profession  as  a 
solicitor.  He  was  a  gentleman  fond  of  outdoor  sports,  but 
chiefly  fishing  and  shooting,  and  he  hoped  to  see  him 
amongst  them  on  many  future  occasions.  On  putting  the 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  meeting,  it  was  given  with  musical 
honours.  Mr.  Rhodes,  in  reply,  thanked  the  members  for 
the  hearty  manner  they  showed  of  their  appreciation  of 
the  small  services  he  had  rendered  to  the  club.  It  always 
gave  him  much  pleasure  to  meet  the  members  of  this  fish- 
ing club,  and  hoped  the  cup  which  he  had  given  would  be 
the  means  of  promoting  a  healthy  rivalry  among  its  mem- 
bers, and,  as  he  had  in  the  past  done  anything  required  of 
him  for  the  advantage  and  progress  of  the  club,  they  may 
rely  on  his  doing  so  in  the  future.  He  was  pleased  to  see 
the  water  they  rented  at  Fenkridge  and  Dunston  was 
showing  good  results  from  the  stocking  it  had  received,  a 
greater  number  of  specimen  pike,  chub,  roach,  and  dace 
having  been  brought  to  bank  this  season  than  in  any 
previous  season  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years. 

A  very  humorous  song  and  a  dramatic  recitation,  con- 
tributed by  Messrs.  Owen  and  Jackson,  respectively 
brought  a  very  pleasant  meeting  to  a  close. 

Thos.  Cooke. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
This  association  has  again  been  very  successful  in 
iilliog  their  hatchery  with  trout  ova.  The  first  lot  was 
taken  on  Nov.  7,  filling  seven  trays,  and  the  next  on 
Saturday  last,  this  filling  the  remainder,  taken  from  their 
own  stock  fish,  whose  age  range  from  four  to  seven  years. 
These  (the  stock  fish)  are  splendid  specimens  of  trout, 
being  a  cross  between  the  old  brown  trout  and  the  Looh 
Leven  trout ;  some  of  them  are  nearly  41b.  in  weight,  and 
are  almost  as  thick  as  they  are  long.  This  association  is 
to  a  great  extent  indebted  to  Collinson,  the  keeper,  and  to 
its  energetic  and  enterprising  secretary,  Mr.  H.  Cooper, 
who  have  spared  no  pains  to  make  it  a  success  and  to 
provide  sport  for  its  members.    Therefore  this  portion  of 


the  Derwent  (Derbyshire)  should  be  second  to  none  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  it  being  well  stocked  with  trout  and 
grayling,  and  having  about  seven  miles  of  water,  sur- 
rounded by  that  lovely  scenery  for  which  this  part  of 
Derbyshire  is  noted  ;  and  as  the  subscription  to  become  a 
member  of  this  association  is  lower  than  that  of  many 
others,  this  makes  it  all  the  more  popular.  J.  H. 


Slotes  from  i^c  ilorl^. 

The  Scotch  evidence  before  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Salmon  Fisheries  in  Edinburgh  concluded  on  Friday,  the 
thirty-second  day  of  the  proceedings  since  the  Commission 
first  met.  Hereafter  the  public  meetings  will  be  continued 
in  London.  _____ 

The  chief  witness  on  Friday  was  Dr.  H.  H.  Almond, 
Edinburgh,  who  is  tenant  of  all  the  fishing,  angling  and 
netting  included,  in  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  and  the  Dor- 
noch Firth,  and  a  host  in  himself  as  far  as  his  evidence 
was  concerned.  _____ 

The  floods  are  now  preventing  the  later  fish  from  getting 
on  to  the  spawning  redds  on  the  middle  and  fairly  lower 
reaches  of  the  larger  salmon  rivers ;  but  if  such  an 
enormous  stock  of  fish  are  already  in  the  side  streams  and 
head  waters  the  bulk  of  the  migration  must  be  over. 


The  Tay  salmon  fishings  were  let  by  public  roup  last 
week,  when  the  syndicate  met  with  fierce  opposition  at 
almost  every  point  from  the  local  tacksmen,  and  had  to 
retake  their  stations  at  an  enhanced  rental  or  lose  them. 
So  had  the  tacksmen.  . 

The  syndicate  offered  £715  for  the  whole  in  slump 
before  the  sale  commenced,  but,  this  being  refused,  the 
aggregate  amounted  to  £822,  when  the  bidding  finished, 
80  the  "Fair  City"  magnates  were  the  better  of  the 
opposition.  ^___ 

A  fine  old  disciple  of  the  craft  has  just  joined  the 
majority  in  the  person  of  Robbie  Gill  at  the  ripe  age  of 
eigQty-one  years.  He  came  with  his  father  when  qaue  a 
boy  to  the  Donside  Paper  Works,  at  Stoneywood,  and  as 
the  Messrs.  Pirie  give  every  facility  to  their  workers, 
Robert  soon  developed  into  one  of  the  leading  anglers  at 
the  mill.  For  a  good  many  years  he  has  enjoyed  a 
pension,  and  was  able  to  take  a  cast  almost  to  the  last. 


Lord  Esme  Gordon's  will  has  just  been  proved  at  some- 
thing like  £12.000.  His  lordship  left  the  bulk  of  his 
property  to  his  valet,  Mr.  Ralph  Watson.  Both  master 
and  man  were  particularly  well  known  on  Deeside,  and  the 
liveliest  satisfaction  is  expressed  about  Aboyne  that  Mr. 
Watson  has  been  so  well  provided  for.  He  is  a  general 
favourite  with  all  classes  in  the  royal  valley. 


There  has  been  a  strongly-expressed  desire  on  the  part 
of  anglers  and  netters  both  to  have  a  universal  close  time 
for  rods  and  nets  in  Scotland  commencing  and  terminating 
simultaneously,  and  Feb.  1  is  spoken  of  as  the  coming 
opening  date  when  the  alteration  takes  place. 


John  Kellas,  William  Wildgoose,  farm  servants,  and 
Robertson,  a  shepherd,  were  up  last  week  before  Sheriff 
Robertson  for  "  spearing "  salmon  on  the  Milton  burn 
running  into  the  Don  at  Kildrummy.  Tbey  had  a  lighted 
lamp  and  a  Dutch  hoe  when  the  bailiff  caught  them. 
Their  agent  tried  to  prove  that  a  Dutch  hoe  was  not  a 
poaching  instrument,  but  the  judge  assured  him  it  weuld 
do  all  right.  However,  he  let  them  down  on  a  technicality 
in  the  indictment,  which  charged  them  with  poaching  on 
the  Don,  while  they  were  on  a  tribatary  not  described  in 
the  complaint.  ___ 

The  salmon  hatchery  at  Fochabers,  belonging  to  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon, .  is  to  be 
increased  to  double  its  present  size.  For  seven  or  eight 
seasons  past  about  half  a  million  eggs  have  been  annually 
hatched  out  for  stocking  the  Spey,  and  since  the  hatchery 
was  started  it  has  been  noted  that  the  run  of  summer 
grilse  has  increased  by  about  100  per  cent,  over  the 
district.   


Mr.  Copland,  ex- Harbour  Commissioner  and  Convener 
of  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Salmon  Fishings  for  the  past 
dozen  years  or  so,  appeared  as  the  chosen  champion  of 
the  netting  interest  at  Edinburgh  before  the  Royal  Com- 
mission last  week,  and  had  almost  the  whole  day  to 
himself.  __^_ 

Mr.  Copland  tried  to  make  out  that  there  was  no 
decrease  in  the  salmon  supply,  that  artificial  hatching  was 
a  snare  and  delusion,  that  the  weekly  close  time  was  a 
matter  of  moonshine,  as  the  same  fish  were  taken,  and 
would  be  taken  whether  the  leaders  were  up  or  down,  and 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  single  net  less  being 
worked  on  the  east  coast  than  at  present.  In  fact,  it 
would  be  a  hardship,  and  would  be  taking  the  bite  out  of 
the  poor  fishermen's  mouths  who  worked  them. 


That  Mr.  C.  would  make  a  great  show  was  a  foregone 
conclusion  among  anglers  in  the  north ;  but  that  he  should 
thus  give  himself  away  wholesale,  as  it  were,  even  his 
"  worst  "  friends  were  hardly  prepared  for.  Yet  he  did  it 
most  magnificently.  The  pathetic  appeal  on  behalf  of  the 
poor  fishermen  was  most  sublime.  Copious  tears  would 
scarcely  describe  the  feelings  of  more  than 

Sfeciai.  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  Dudley  Angling  Society  held  their  second  annual 
concert  on  Friday  evening  last,  at  their  headquarterp,  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Wolverhamp'.on-street.  The  concert  was 
in  every  way  a  decided  euoceas,  and  great  credit  is  due  to 
the  committee  for  the  admirable  way  in  which  the 
programme  was  arranged  and  the  whole  of  the  details 
carried  out.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Edge, 
who,  with  his  usual  abilities,  sent  the  show  a-going  with 
a  right  merry  swing  that  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  The 
talent  was  of  the  best  description,  and  the  up-to-date 
pictures  by  the  cinematograph  were  equal  to  what  have 
been  seen  on  any  stage.  The  scciety  has  to  be  compli- 
mented upon  the  number  of  members  and  friends  who 
attended  the  concert,  which  finaaciaUy  will  benefit  the 
funds  of  the  society.  Mr.  C.  White,  the  General  Associa- 
tion secretary,  ??a8  present,  and  informed  the  members  that 
the  Great  Western  Railway  Compiny  had  granted  the  con- 
cession for  members  to  book  from  Round  Oak  and  Old  Hill. 
Some  of  our  members  who  think  they  can  fish  seem  to  be 
thinking  that  thty  can  make  capital  out  of  their  abilities, 
as  I  see  by  one  of  our  local  sporting  papers  that  Mr.  G. 
Smith  wishes  to  try  conclusions  with  W.  Groves  at  roach 
fishing  for  £10  or  £20  a-side,  or  the  former  angler  wishes 
to  fish  anyone  in  Birmingham  for  a  similar  stake.  Mr. 
Smith  must  be  careful,  or  else  he  will,  good  as  he  is,  find 
his  equal.  I  know  some  anglers  who  would  not  fish  for  a 
wager  that  could  give  either  of  the  two  anglers  mentioned 
a  chalk  or  two  and  beat  them  in  a  river,  bat  I  suppose 
this  is  a  kind  of  "pimping"  contest,  to  be  fished  in  a 
canal.  These  contests  bring  about  a  lot  of  friendly  rivalry, 
but  one  drawback  is  that  some  stipulated  size  of  fish  taken 
should  be  made,  these  matches  would  then  meet  with  a 
little  more  favour,  and  more  interest  would  be  taken  in 
these  alfiirs.  A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Pride  Society  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  when  some  very  important  business  will  be 
transacted,  chief  amongst  which  will  be  certain  new  rules 
relating  to  their  annual  contest  and  the  conditions  under 
which  their  challenge  cup  shall  in  future  be  fished  for. 
The  St.  Paul's  Society,  with  their  usual  enterprise,  have 
made  arrangements  to  hold  their  annual  ball  and  concerts 
on  Wedntsday  and  Thursday,  Dec.  26  and  27  next.  The 
whole  of  the  proceeds  will  go  as  usual  to  augment  their 
prize  fund.  These  festive  gatherings  have  in  the  past 
been  great  successes,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  what  the  forthcoming  gatherings  will  be  well 
patronised.  The  large  club-room  at  the  Chapel  Hotel, 
Great  Charles-street,  will  be  handsomely  decorated  for  the 
occasion.  We  have  two  clubs  in  Birmingham  that  are 
making  little  or  no  progress,  I  am  sorry  to  say.  One  is 
the  I.P.A.  and  the  other  is  the  Alliance ;  but  with  the 
removals  that  will  take  place  in  the  near  future  there  is 
every  hope  that  things  may  change  for  the  best.  We  are 
having  dull,  dreary  weather,  with  a  large  amount  of  rain, 
which  is  very  much  against  angling.  The  canals  are  the 
only  waters  at  present  fishable  and  a  few  private  pools. 
But  few  have  been  out,  so  the  reports  as  to  sport  are  at  a 
discount ;  but,  with  a  few  dry  days,  sport  should  be  good, 
as  the  rivers  will  be  cleared  of  a  lot  of  rubbish  upon  which 
the  fish  have  been  feeding. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  operations  in  the  Fen  district  have  received  a 
temporary  check  by  the  heavy  downpour  of  rain  on 
Monday  night.  For  a  few  days  previous  to  that  the  sport 
had  showed  an  all-round  improvement.  Roach,  which  for 
a  long  period  had  been  very  inactive,  had  begun  to  show 
unmistakable  signs  of  hunger,  and  those  who  had  employed 
the  worm  bait  had  secured  some  capital  bags.  The 
Bardney,  Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall  lengths  of  the 
Witham  had  yielded  uncommonly  well,  many  of  the  fish 
having  run  over  lib.  each  in  weight.  Excellent  sport 
amongst  the  red  fins  has  also  been  obtained  on  the  Glen  at 
Surfleet,  and  on  the  Forty-foot  at  Donington  Bridge. 
The  efforts  of  pike  fishermen  have  been  equally  re- 
munerative. Nothing  in  the  way  of  natural  bait  has  been 
ignored  by  the  fish.  On  the  Dogdyke  and  Langrick 
sections  of  the  Witham  many  a  good  pike  has  been  caught 
up  to  91b. ;  indeed,  one  angler  higher  up  the  river  success- 
fully played  a  16-pounder,  which  is  the  best  fish  recorded 
during  the  present  season.  The  trolling  tackle  has  also 
been  extremely  busy  on  the  WellanJ  and  Forty-foot,  and 
individual  rods  have  accounted  for  as  many  as  five  and  six 
brace  p«r  day.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  the  rise  will 
affect  the  waters  more  than  a  day  or  two,  and  before  these 
notes  are  in  print  successful  sport  should  be  resumed, 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  river  Hull  and  its  tributary  streams  are  in  fair 
order  either  for  pike  or  roach  fishing,  and  during  the  past 
week  (the  weather  at  times  being  favourable  for  angling 
operations)  some  very  fair  sport  was  anticipated,  especially 
in  the  upper  stretches  above  Hempholme,  and  amongst 
the  fish  taken  Messrs.  Oliver,  Gimwell,  Marshal],  Checie- 
man,  and  others  have  shown  roach  going  from  Jib.  to  lib. 
each,  the  fish  being  in  splendid  condition.  Some  very 
good  roach  have  also  been  taken  at  Frodingham  Beckend, 
and  on  the  Driflield  Canal,  between  Waneford  and  Whin- 
hill  Lock,  the  best  fish,  scaling  lib.  4^oz  ,  being  taken  by 
Mr.  Arthur  Waites,  of  the  Preservation  Society.  Pike 
have  also  furnished  fair  sport  in  these  upper  waters,  and 
from  WUfholme  down  to  Hull  Bridge  several  good  sized 
fish  have  been  taien  recently,  both  by  spinning  and  live 
bait  fishing.  A  nice  catch  of  perch  ia  also  reported  from 
Leven  Lock ;  and  at  Hull  Bridge,  Figham,  and  Wavme 
some  good  roach  have  been  taken  with  paste ;  but  in  the 
upper  waters   pearl   barley   seems   to   be   the  most 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ADDLBSTONK  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2».  M. 

Althobne  (Oronch),  A,  Essex,  36,  Ss. 

Ambemet  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8(t,  54  (By  Eld 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misboum),  I  Bucks,  23f ;  2i.  Id 

Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 

AsDLBiaH  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  48.  Sd. 

Ablesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37 ;  3s.  lid. 

ASHURST  (Med way),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  3s.  4d. 

AUDLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6id. 

Atlbsburt  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48;  3s.  8d. 

Babooube  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  56 ;  5s.  6d. 

BATTLESBRID8K  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29 ;  28.  4id. 

Bedfobd  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50 ;  5a. 

Bbbkhampstead  (G.J.O.),  H,  Herts,  28;  2i.  lid. 

BILLERICAT  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  23. 

BILLIN9HCRST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4s.  8d. 
BI99LESWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  48.  4d. 

Bishop's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33 ;  2b.  7d. 
Blakb  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  9id 

Bltotisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74 ;  5s.  2d. 
Bletohlet  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46i;  4s.  lid. 
BLtTNKAM  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  6s.  3d. 
BOTTISHAM,  A,  Oambs,  61| ;  5s.  lid. 
Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28|;  Ss. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22f ;  2s.  8d. 
BOXJIOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24j ;  2s.  6d. 
Braintbeb  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45 ;  3».  lOd. 
BBAueHlN9  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30^;  28.  T^d. 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86i;  7s.  Sid. 
Bbioket  "Wood  (Oolne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
Bboxboubnb  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17 J;  Is.  6d. 
BONTINSFOBD  (Bib),  Herts,  33i;  23.  lid. 
Buses  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6id. 
Burnham-on-Cbouch,  a,  Essex,  39 ;  33.  3d. 
BUBNT  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77^;  6s.  6d 
Bitrnt  Mill  (Stort  ),A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  Hid. 
BusB^sy  (Cotae),  H,  Herts,  16:  Is.  8d. 
Byplbet  (Wey),D,  Surrey,  21};  2s.  3d. 
Oastlb   HEDIN9HAM   (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56i- 
4».  114d. 

OSATPEL  (Oohie),  A,  Essex,  60J ;  4s.  2id. 
Ohalfont  Road  (Misboum),  1,  Bucks,  22 ;  28 
Oeeddinqton  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Ohesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27;  2s.  5d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29i;  23.  6id. 
Ohbshuni  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14i ;  Is.  2d. 
Ohb^tset  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22^;  28.  4d. 
CHI9WELL  Lane  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  ISJ ;  Is.  IJd. 
Ohiltebn  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ;  28.  19d. 
Ohoblbt  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48^  ;  58.  Id. 
Chorlet  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  29;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  5s.  3d. 
OOBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18};  2s. 
Oolohester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51f ;  4a.  i^A. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57^ ;  48.  6d. 
OOLNBHOOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16J;  Is.  8d. 
OOOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25i;  28.  lOd. 
OOWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  38 
OROltEB,  A,  Norfolk,  139;  lOs. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Buck3,28|;  23.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86i;  7s.  3d. 
D0BKIK9  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26;  23.  8d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21i ;  23. 
East  Gbinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  3».  6d. 
East  Fablei9H  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s. 
Earith  BBLD9B  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76i;  5s.  4d. 
EDBNBBID9E  (Eden),  0  F,  Kent,  33;  28.  8d. 
E9HA1I  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  28.  3d. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Camhs,  70i;  68.  lljd. 
EJlstbbb  (Eeservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 
ELSENHAM  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  O^d. 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12 ;  U. 
Eppins  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17 ;  Is.  5^. 
ESHBR  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14^;  la.  6d. 
FAMBBn)9E  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35 ;  28.  lOd. 
Flitwiok  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40;  43.  2d. 
Forest  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  38.  6d. 
FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12|;  la.  4d. 
aOBINS  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44};  48.  9d. 
Gt.  Chestebford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  38.  lO^d. 
aBEAT  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35^  ;  Ss.  3d. 
9t.  MISSENDON  (Misboum),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  28.  9d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  0  D,  Surrey,  28i;  Ss  2d 
(SUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  lOa 


Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  26i;  28.  3d, 
HALSTEAD  (Cohie),  A,  Essex,  62^ ;  4a.  8id. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  14i ;  Is  6d 
Hakpton  -Wici;  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  141  ■  Is.  3d. 
Harlinoton  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37;  3s.  Hd 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  28.  lid 
Harpbnden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27} ;  23.  7d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17} ;  Is.  lOd 
Hatfield  PEVBREL(Ch«lmer),  A,  Essex,  36 ;  3s  Id 
Hatwards  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  48. 
Hbveb  (Eden),  F,  Keat,  27 ;  23.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11} ;  1b 
Hbnlet  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  3,5};  3s.  94 
Hbrtfoed  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24};  28  6d 
HilgatFen  (Ouse)  a,  Norfolk,  88};  6i.  lOid 
HOHLET  (Mole),  P,  Surrey,  25;  28.  8d 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  Ss.  lOd 
Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  .36^;  3s.  lOd. 


H0NSTANTON,  A,  Norfolk,  114^;  98.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  68} ;  6s.  2d 
Irchrstbr  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  68.  5d. 
KklvedON  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42^;  3s.  7d. 
KiN9's  Langlet  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82};  63.  11^. 
LAN9F0RD    Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A. 

Essex,  44 ;  Ss.  3Jd.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langlet  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16};  Is.  8d. 
Leagravb  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32-!t ;  Ss.  6d. 
Leatherhbad  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  lOf;  2i, 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40^- ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50,;  5s.  2d, 
LiNGFlELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  2s.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  63,  5d. 
LOUGHTON  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  la.  OJd. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61^;  63.  2^. 
Lowestoft  (for  ■Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  II74 ;  lOs. 
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E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Orosa). 

L.  B.  &  S.  0.  (London  Bridge  and  VJotoria). 
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North- Western  (Euston). 
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Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24} ;  2b.  «d. 

MALDON  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44;  Sa.  8d. 

Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  Ss  2d. 

Manningtbeb  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  63.  OJd. 

March  (Nene,  <feo.).  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 

Mardooks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23;  28. 

Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  3s.  Hid. 

MiDHURST  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  Gl ;  6a. 

Mildknhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76^ ;  68.  4}d. 

MOULSPORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48^  ;  Ss.  Id. 

New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9};  Is. 

Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42^  ;  Ss.  5d. 

North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 

North  Wsald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19|;  la.  8d. 

Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52 J ;  5s.  4d. 

Oppord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  65};  58.  lOd. 

Ongar  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  11^. 

OXTED  (Eden),  0  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  28.  Id. 

Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  314;  4a. 

Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41^;  4s.  4d. 

Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22;  2s. 

Bonder's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d. 

Potter's  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12};  Ig.  8d. 

PULBOROUGH  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  60;  6s.  (By 
Eldridge's  excursions,  2s.  6d). 

Radlbtt  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  1b.  7d. 

Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  33.  9d. 

Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  O  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2a. 

Biokmansworth  (Oolne),  H  I,  Herta,  22* ;  la.  9d 

BOYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  la.  9d. 

BUDOWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44;  4s.  2d. 

Bye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  la.Sd. 

Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 

Sawbridqb WORTH  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  28.  8}d 

Sblham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58;  58.  6d. 

Shalpord  (Wey),  0,  Surrey,  41;  Ss.  2d 

Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55 ;  58.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87;  Ss. 
Shblford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  65 ;  4s.  SM. 
Shbnfibld  (Chehner),  A,  Essex,  20};  Is.  8d. 
Shbppbbton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18};  2g 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18^;  Is.  lid. 
SoUTHminster,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  Ss.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19i;  2a. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29};  2s.  6id. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33 ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Colne)^  G  H,  Herts,  20;  28.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70^ ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20};  la.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  61};  63.  6d. 
Stoke  Mandetillk,  I,  Bucks,  37;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A.Suffolk,  58^;  48.  Hid. 
Sunburt  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16i ;  Is.  8d 
Taplow  (Thamea),  B,  Bucks,  22};  23.  4d 
Tbmpsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47^;  48.  lid. 
Thatoham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49};  6s.  2d. 
Thetdon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is  Sid 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  Ss. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  4s.  Id 
TRIN9  (BeserToirs),  H,  Herts,  81};  Ss.  4d. 
Tunbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29};  Ss.  3d. 
TWTFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  Ss.  3d. 
Uxbridgb  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  16};  la.  7d. 
ViRGiNLi  Water  (Thames),  D,B9rks,  23;  2a  6d 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  lOd. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  la.  Id 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herta,  22};  la.  lid. 
Waterbbaoh  (Cam),  a,  Camba,  61;  6s.  2d. 
Watbringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46 ;  4s 
Wendovbr,  I,  Bucka,  33} ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Oolne),  B,  Middlesex,  ISi ;  la.  6d 
West  Gbinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  48  8d 
West  Mill  (Eib),  A,  Herta,  32} ;  28.  9id. 
Wbybridqe  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  28. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Camba,  49 ;  48.  2d 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Easex,  26;  2b.  2d 
WiDFOBD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24 ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thamea),  B,  Berks,  21} ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 
Woking  (Bas'ngstkeCanal),D, Surrey, 24}-  2a  £d 
WOODHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31;  38. 7d 
WRAYSBURY(Thm8.&Cohie),D,Buck8,21};  28  3d 
W  OXHAM  (Broada,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122}:  lOa. 
TALD1N9  (Medway),  0,  Kent,  38};  4a 
Yarmouth  (Bura.  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  12*;  in« 


sucoessfnl  lure.  In  the  lower  waters,  at  Dnnswell  and 
Gibraltar,  worm  fishers  are  doing  fairly  well  amongst 
flounders  by  using  shrimps  as  ground-bait.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  week  a  few  good  pike  were  creeled 
on  the  rirer  Derwent,  in  the  Stamford  Bridge  district. 
The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  in  fair  order  for  either 
pike  or  roach.  Several  club  meetingB  and  dinners  have 
taken  place  during  the  past  week  or  so,  and  at  the  North 
Weighton  Association's,  which  recently  took  place  at  the 
Golden  Cup  Hotel,  there  was  a  large  assembly  of  anglers  to 
partake  of  the  good  things  provided.  The  presentation  of 
a  tea  and  coffee  service,  on  a  suitably  engraved  oak  tray, 
was  made  to  the  president  (Mr.  E.  H.  Barlow)  on  the 
occaeion  of  his  silver  wedding,  and  as  a  memento  of  esteem 
from  the  members.  Mr.  G.  W.  Sohofield,  the  retiring 
hon.  sec,  was  also  presented  with  a  slight  memento  for 
his  past  services,  so  likewise  was  Mr.  J.  W.  Moore,  the 
clerk  of  the  scales  ;  and,  amongst  the  annual  awards,  Mr. 
E.  H.  Barlow  received  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most 
points  in  the  matches  during  the  past  season;  Mr.  J. 
Barnett,  a  gold  medal  for  thejbest  aggregate  ;  Messrs.  W. 
Ledger,  Fred  Phillipeon,  and  T.  Jevons  also  received 
aggregate  prizes  ;  whilst  Messrs.  F.  Phillipson,  W.  Ledger, 
J.  Sleet,  and  T.  Martindale  received  prizes  for  specimen 
fish  during  the  season.  The  Clarence  Angling  Association 
also  held  their  annual  dinner  the  other  evening,  being  a 
Tery  enthusiastic  affair,  and  prizes  awarded  as  follows  : 
Mr.  A.  More,  a  gold  medal  for  most  points;  Mr.  H. 
Whinham,  a  gold  medal  for  second  place ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Hewlett,  a  silver  medal  for  third  place,  also  a  gold  medal 
for  the  best  aggregate  during  the  past  season.  The 
members  of  the  County  Angling  Association  dine  together 
at  headquarters  on  the  12th  inat.,  when  their  annual  prizes 
will  be  awarded. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

At  Warrington  matters  have  apparently  got  once  again 
into  smooth  waters,  and  by  the  time  the  annual  meeting 
takes  place  in  January  next  the  recent  little  friction  will 
be  forgotten.  The  new  length  of  the  river  Gowy  lately 
acquired  will  go  a  long  way  towards  the  desired  end,  as  it 
is  no  doubt  a  better  water  than  the  length  about  to  be 
discarded,  A  new  club  has  been  formed  at  the  Howley 
Hotel,  and  it  will  commence  its  career  with  an  efficient 
staff  of  officials  and  committee.  The  Rovers'  Angling 
Society,  Stalybridge,  recently  disposed  of  their  annual 
dinner  and  presentation  of  prizea,  Mr.  J.  H.  Hall  presiding. 
The  following  were  the  prize-winners :  Messrs.  Jas. 
Davenport,  J.  H.  Hall,  H.  Lloyd,  G.  H.  Eiohardeon, 
C.  H._  Barman,  M.  Morrison,  and  Jas.  Needham.  A 
convivial  evening  was  afterwards  held,  and  the  following 
artistes  contributed  to  the  evening's  enjoyment :  Messrs. 
Turner,  Sidebottom,  Shanny,  Tilley,  and  others.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  the  host  and  hostess,  the  artistes, 
and  to  all  who  had  contributed  to  the  evening's  enjoyment. 
The  suggestions  adopted  by  the  Eibble  Conservators 
and  owners  to  abolish  netting  in  fresh  water,  and  also 
in  a  defined  area,  and,  in  addition,  have  a  weekly  close 
season  of  seventy-two  hours,  should  go  a  long  way  to  im- 
prove this  river.  The  Bolton  Anglers'  Association  have 
set  an  example  to  many  other  bodies  in  printing  and 
issuing  a  map  showing  where  their  members  may  fish  and 
where  not.  For  the  email  charge  of  4|d.  one  can  be 
obtained.  The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  have 
received  20,000  fish— roach,  perch,  and  bream,  one  half  of 
which  are  placed  in  the  Bollin,  and  the  other  half  in  the 
local  canal.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  several  splendid 
waters  are  to  be  netted,  and  the  fish  so  obtained  will  find  a 
new  home  in  the  association's  waters  at  various  places. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  County  Palatine  Angling  Society,  on  Saturday  last, 
transferred  to  the  canal,  at  Pojnton,  550  fish,  and  of  these 
the  majority  were  roaoh.  Next  Monday  the  Union  Chapel 
Angling  Society,  West  Gorton,  hold  their  annual  smoker 
and  supper  in  the  lecture  hall,  Great  Clowes-street,  at 
seven  o'clock.  The  writer  deeply  regrets  having  to 
decline  the  honour  of  the  chair  owing  to  previous  arrange- 
ments. Next  Monday  the  Eoyal  Oak  Angling  Society, 
Pendleton,  open  the  winter  season  with  a  social,  and  this 
evept  has  been  carefully  and  enthusiastically  prepared  for. 
It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  this  society  is  going  strong, 
and  next  summer  intend  being  heard  from  on  many 
occasions  in  general  events.  The  Openshaw  Centrals 
have  elected  the  following  executive  for  the  coming  financial 
year :  President,  Mr.  J.  H.  Chad  wick  ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  J.  Fairclough  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Farrant ;  secretary, 
Mr.  A.  Lane.  Next  year  promises  to  be  a  prosperous  one. 
Most  of  the  old  members  are  remaining  in  the  club,  and  a 
good  number  of  candidates  are  await  ing  admission.  A  party 
of  our  city  rods  have  had  a  good  day  amongst  the  pike  in 
private  waters.  The  catch  for  one  day  was  741b.  for  fish 
retained,  and  altogether  sixteen  fish  were  taken,  two  of 
which  are  getting  ' '  Coopered  "  by  the  lucky  captors.  From 
the  same  water  a  few  days  previously  a  catch  of  841b.  was 
recorded  in  a  few  hours.  (5n  Dec.  21  the  George  Angling 
Society,  Miles  Platting,  hold  their  annual  dinner  at  head- 
quarters, and,  all  well,  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be 
represented  at  that  important  function.  It  is  an  open 
secret  that  an  important  item  of  interest  is  down  for  dis- 
posal on  that  occasion.  The  annual  meeting  is  fixed  for 
Jan.  14, 1901,  the  probable  executive  being  anticipated  with 
great  interest.  With  a  view  to  relieving  business  at  the 
annual  several  items  are  being  previously  disposed  of. 
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FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Heavy  and  almost  continuous  rains  have  fallen,  and  at 
the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  beginning  to  run  in 
flood.  Antflera  were  out  on  Monday  until  rain  drove 
them  off  the  banks  of  the  river.  On  the  Barton  and 
Attenborough  stretch  Mr.  G.  Bee  and  Mr.  J.  Hines, 
members  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society,  caught  another 
fine  lot  of  roach  with  the  worm,  but  better  takes  were 
made  on  the  Pride  of  Derby  Club's  waters  at  Sawley  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  (Wellingtonians)  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey 
(late  Waltonians).  A  much  esteemed  member  of  the 
Wellington  Society,  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  passed  away  last 
Saturday,  and  was  buried  in  the  City  General  Cemetery 
on  Wednesday.  The  deceased,  who  was  on  the  committee, 
was  an  ardent  and  skilful  angler,  and  as  a  tribute  to  bis 
memory  handsomely  and  appropriately  designed  wreaths 
were  placed  on  his  grave  by  members  of  the  club  and  by 
those  of  the  Pox  and  Owl  Society.  Before  the  rise  a  note- 
worthy feat  was  performed  on  the  Trent,  in  the  Beeston 
district,  by  Mr.  James  Lees,  the  respected  manager  of  the 
Beeston  Liberal  Club.  Mr.  Lees— and  he  is  a  veteran  in 
years — was  roaching  with  a  bunch  of  gentles  attached  to  a 
No.  10  crystal  hook  when  he  hooked  and  Buccessfnlly 
landed  a  very  fine  pike  of  6Ib.  7oz.  A  few  pike  were 
caught  in  Mansfield  Reservoir  on  Monday,  and  five  of  30lb. 
were  brought  in  from  Bingham  on  the  night  of  Nov.  29. 
They  fell  to  the  prowess  of  Mr.  H.  Goodall  and  Mr.  J. 
Willoughby,  the  former  also  taking  with  live  bait  a  perch 
of  l|lb. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Sheffield  anglers  have  not  had  a  particularly  rosy  time 
of  late,  and  this,  in  conjnnction  with  the  fact  that  the 
near  approach  of  Christmas  has  made  attention  to  work 
a  necessity,  has  caused  a  falling  off  in  the  numbers  who 
have  frequented  the  waterfaide.  The  Trent  was  getting 
nicely  into  condition  when  heavy  rains  caused  it  to  rise 
again.  Notwithstanding  fair  sport  has  been  had*,  and 
some  very  nice  roach  and  dace  have  been  secured,  and  pike 
fishers  have  also  experienced  fair  sport.  Some  very  nice 
pike  have  been  taken  from  the  Witham  at  Bardney,  the 
average  weight  being  about  4Jlb.  to  51b.  Some  nice  reach 
have  been  secured  there  also,  maggots  being  the  killing 
bait.  Ulley  Eeservoir  is  now  well  patronised,  and  with 
excellent  results,  and  local  anglers  are  devoting  all  the 
time  they  can  spare  to  it  with  live  bait.  There  are  plenty 
of  grayling  in  the  Derwent  Chataworth  way,  but  the 
waters  are  not  being  much  fished. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Wet !  wet !  nothing  but  wet !  is  the  cry  of  almost 
everyone  you  meet.  Anglers  are  looking  gloomy,  and 
many  have  put  their  tackle  up  "  till  the  spring  time  comes 
again."  In  this  district  a  worse  autumn's  fishing  cannot  be 
remembered,  and  with  the  glass  as  low  as  it  can  well  be, 
the  high  state  of  the  rivers  and  the  continued  downfall  of 
rain  renders  it  highly  improbable  that  sport  will  be  had 
for  some  time  to  come.  Some  few  rods  have  been  out,  and 
some  decent  dishes  of  roach  have  been  caught  in  the 
Severn,  and  others  have  visited  the  Lugg  and  the  Arrow, 
hoping  to  find  a  better  state  of  things  there,  but  alas  ! 
their  hopes  were  not  realised.  One  party  of  three  caught 
one  brace  of  grayling,  and  another  party  hid  one  and  a 
half  brace  to  the  four  rods ;  not  very  encouraging  this. 
All  are  hoping  for  a  spell  of  fine  weather,  and  with  bright 
days  and  cold  nights  anglers'  spirits  will_  again  rise  and 
sport  should  be  really  good,  so  few  fish  having  been  taken 
from  the  water.  Nothing  is  being  done  in  the  clubs 
besides  holding  their  ordinary  meetings,  and  an  occasional 
smoker  at  one  or  other  of  them. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  changeable  state  of  the  weather,  which  for  some 
weeks  past  has  presented  varying  phases  of  uncertainty,  in 
which  rain  has  been  uppermost,  does  not  afford  much 
encouragement  to  anglers,  whose  pitience  has  been  sorely 
tried  in  many  quarters.  The  rivers  are  running  high,  and 
the  water  is  much  discoloured.  There  has  been  a  struggle, 
the  meteorologists  tell  ns,  between  the  easterly  and  the 
southern  currents,  and  the  latter  appear  gradually  to  be 
getting  the  mastery,  hence  the  milder  weather  these  last 
few  daja.  The  flood  waters  have  dieappoiated  no  class 
of  anglers  more  than  the  swimmers  of  the  worm.  Ply 
fishers  have  had  better  luck,  but  on  most  streams  grayling 
seem  to  have  been  well  satisfied  with  the  quantity  of  bottom 
food  brought  down  by  the  flushes.  Some  good  catches  of 
roach  and  dace  were  reported  from  the  Clementhorpe  side 
of  the  Onse  at  the  end  of  last  week,  notwithstanding  the 
adverse  conditions.  Pvoach  were  also  secured  in  the  Foss, 
and  the  more  enthueiastic  anglers  who  ventured  as  far  as 
the  banks  of  the  Derwent  were  not  altogether  disappointed 
at  results.  There  is  a  report  of  two  York  anglers  having 
recently  captured  nine  nice  pike,  the  largest  being  a  fine 
fish  of  161b. ;  whilst  one  angler  on  the  Pocklington  Canal 
is  credited  with  seventeen  jack,  the  largest,  however,  only 
weighing  61b.  Frosty  nights  would  do  good  all  round,  and 
are  desiderata  not  confined  to  Waltonians  at  the  approach 
of  Christmas.  People  are  growing  sick  of  the  dull,  dank 
weather,  with  uncertainty  from  morn  until  night  as  to  what 
the  next  development  will  be.  The  report  of  the  fourth 
annual  dinner  of  the  Nidderdale  Angling  Club  at  Pateley 
Bridge  on  the  let  inst.  shows  the  society  to  be  in  a  very 
eaccessfnl  condition. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  During  piercing 
winds  and  excessive  variations  of  temperatur*  everyone  is  more 
or  less  liable  to  internal  and  external  disease.  Throat,  chest, 
liver,  bowels,  kidneys  and  skio  all  suffer  in  some  degree,  and  may 
be  relieved  by  rubbirg  in  this  Ointment,  aided  by  proper  doses  of 
the  Pills,  for  administering  which  full  directions  accompany  each 
box;  in  truth,  anyone  who  thoroughly  masters  Hoiloway's 
"  instructions  "  will,  in  remedying  disease,  exchange  the  labour 
of  an  hour  for  the  proSt  of  a  lifetime.  All  bronchial,  pulmonary 
and  throat  disorders  require  that  the  Ointment  should  bo 
thoroughly  well  rubbed  upon  the  skin  twice  a  day  with  great 
regularity,  considerable  briskness,  and  much  persistence. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Old  Reader. — Apply  to  any  of  the  tackle  manufac- 
turers who  advertise  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  you  will, 
no  doubt,  obtain  all  the  information  you  desire. 


[  y/e  do  not  hold  ov/rselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


SOCKET  FOR  HOLDING  BUTT  OF  SALMON  ROD. 

Dear  Maeston, — Many  years  ago,  when  I  used  to  wade 
deep  in  waterproof  trousers,  coming  up  nearly  to  my  arm- 
pits, I  wanted  to  find  a  handy  method  of  stowing  the  rod 
out  of  the  way  whilst  breaking  the  "  neck  "  of  a  newly- 
taken  trout,  basketing  him,  and,  if  need  be,  making  my  fly 
cast  all  right  again — not  to  speak  of  changing  a  fly — whilst 
wading ;  and  I  had  a  bucket  made  of  strong  hide  by  a 
saddler,  with  a  leathern  loop.  An  ordinary  _  saddler's 
strap  is  passed  round  the  body  and  through  this  leather 
loop,  or  "  keeper."  And  what  more  is  wanted  ?  In  fact, 
it  is  like  the  socket  on  every  carriage  ior  holding  the 
driver's  whip,  but  plainly  made,  and  it  is  fastened  as  a 
sheath  knife  or  pouch  is  fastened  to  a  belt — to  such  a  belt 
as  I  myself  used  for  five  years  in  the  Queensland  bash.  I 
had  it  made  too  deep  at  first,  and  shortly  afterwards  gav« 
it  up  and  used  wading  stockings.  Rheumatism  and  deep 
wading,  you  see,  don't  seem  to  get  on  together  ! 

I  would  do  anything  in  reason  to  be  of  use  to  your 
plucky  correspondent  who,  having  "  almost  lost  the  use  of 
his  right  hand  by  an  accident,"  is  ietermined  to  go  on  and 
kill  salmon — a  spirit  all  must  admire.  You  can  give  him 
my  name  and  address  if  you  like,  and  I  will  be  happy  to 
correspond  direct  with  him. 

A  strong  block-tin  socket,  lined  with  indiarubber  or 
leather,  would  do  admirably,  I  should  think.  Whilst 
wishing  to  be  of  real  assistance  to  "  D.  C.  E.,"  I  shall  be 
glad  if  some  of  your  correspondents  can  suggest  a  still 
better  device  than  this  simple  one. — Yours  truly, 

B.  M.  ToD. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  D.  J.  W.  Edwardes'a  letter,  we 
should  be  pleased  to  supply  him  with  the  "bucket"  rod 
rest  he  refers  to,  as  the  one  he  saw  was  doubtless  one 
made  by  us  last  season  for  an  officer  who  lost  his  arm  in 
South  Afiioa.— Yours  truly,  Hardt  Bros. 

61,  Pall  Mall,  S.W.   

A  GREEDY  THAMES  PIKE, 
Dear  Sir, — The  report  of  the  contents  of  stomach  of 
the  greedy  5Jlb.  Thames  pike,  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  1, 
will  no  doubt  be  read  with  surprise  by  many.  I  am  not 
prepared  to  defend  this  gourmand  further  than  to  say  that 
I  once  kept  a  common  brown  trout  in  an  aquarium.  It 
was  presented  to  me  by  the  late  General  Goodlake,  V.C., 
from  his  fishery  at  Denham  Court,  on  the  Colne,  and  that 
this  delicate  spotted  beauty,  although  weighing  less  than 
lOoz.,  would  consume  120  full  grown  minnows  in  twenty- 
four  hours — and  this  fortnightly — and  some  hundreds  of 
small  worms,  caddis,  and  fresh  water  shrimps  in  the 
interim.— Yours  faithfully,  Henrt  Newlyn. 

Bournemouth.   


Sib, — While  out  fishing  the  Stover  Canal,  near  Newton 
Abbott,  on  Nov.  27,  I  landed  a  pike  of  about  &^lb.  It 
appeared  to  be  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  from  its 
bulky  appearance  I  oancluded  that  it  had  just  previously 
been  making  a  heavy  meal.  I  waa  correct.  Upon  my 
arrival  home  I  opened  the  fish  and  found  it  had  recently 
gorged  a  brother  pike  lOin.  in  length.  What,  however, 
I  [was  more  surprised  at  was  to  find  that  it  was  a  hen 
cannibal,  heavy  with  spawn,  which  in  a  few  days  would 
have  been  ripe  for  depositing.  Is  not  this  rather  an 
unusual  thing  to  happen  at  this  time  of  the  year  P  So  far 
as  South  Devon  is  concerned  I  know  that  it  is.  There  ia 
just  the  possibility  that  owing  to  the  high  temperature  we 
have  had  here  during  the  autumn  months  the  pike 
in  this  particular  stretch  of  water  may  have  mistaken  the 
season,  as  birds  sometimes  do,  and  in  consequence  pre- 
cipitated their  matrimonial  duties  several  months,  I 
should  like  to  know  if  this  is  at  all  a  common  occurrence 
in  other  parts  of  England.  Perhaps  some  angling  friends 
can  tell  me  ?  One's  angling  ideas  would  become  rather 
inverted  if  they  found  pike  and  trout  spawning  during  the 
same  period. — Yours,  &c.,       A.  Lanslet  Simmons. 

King's  Teignton.   

RE  THE  POLLUTION  OP  THE  RIVER  LEA. 

Dear  Sib, — Previous  to  the  letter  appearing  in  your 
issue  of  Nov.  24  I  had  notified  the  Lea  Conservancy.  I 
again  wrote  them  on  Nov.  30,  inclosing  a  copy  of  F.  G. 
containing  B.  Diwson's  Idtter.  I  have  recsived  a  letter 
from  the  clerk  to  the  Conservancy  in  which  he  states :  "  It 
is  wrong  for  people  to  write  in  an  exaggerated  manner  as 
to  the  pollution  of  the  Lea.  Except  below  Ware  Lock, 
where  the  Hertford  sewage  effluent  comes  in,  and  the 
back  rivers  at  Stratford,  which  are  polluted  by  the 
Walthamstow  and  Leyton  sewage,  the  water  in  the  Laa  is 
chemically  pure  at  all  points,  la  the  case  of  the  Hertford 
sewage  the  East  London  Waterworks  Company  have 
taken  over  the  works  into  their  own  hands,  and  are  pre- 
paring a  scheme  which  it  is  hox)ed  will  once  and  for  all 
remove  this  pollution  from  the  river.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  the  chemicals  used  at  the  Hertford  Sewage  Works 
have  had  an  effect  upon  the  fish,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the 
whole  of  this  question  will  now  soon  be  remedied." 

With  regard  to  the  water  we,  who  live  in  the  district 
supplied  by  the  East  London  Waterworks  Co.  drink,  I 
quote  the  extracts  from  the  "Report  of  the  Results  of 
Analyses  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Supply,  undertaken 


during  October,  1900,  by  Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe,  F.R.S.,  on 
behalf  of  the  Local  Government  Board."  I  think  the 
Lea  compares  far  away  freer  from  pollution  than  the 
Thames. 

"The  sopplies  of  the  New  River  and  East  London 
Companies,  chiefly  obtained  from  the  River  Lea,  were 
clear  and  of  good  chemieal  purity. 

"  Our  bacteriological  examinations  ....  have 
given  the  results  recorded  in  the  following  table  : 

New  River. — Unfiltered  (mean  of  twenty-seven  aamplea), 
184  microbes  per  centigrade. 

New  River. — Filtered  (mean  of  125  aamplea),  ten 
microbes  per  centigrade. 

Thames. — Unfiltered  (mean  of  twenty-seven  aamplea), 
1441  microbes  per  centigrade. 

River  Lea. — Unfiltered  (mean  of  twenty-seven  samples), 
212  microbes  per  centigrade. 

I  have  replied  to  the  letter  of  Nov.  24  on  this  matter  to 
show  to  anglers  and  others  interested  in  the  matter  that 
the  Anglera'  Association  are  very  much  alive  to  the 
condition  of  the  Lea,  and  are  doing  all  they  possibly  can 
to  minimise  the  evils.  We  cannot  do  more,  unless  we 
obtain  support  from  others  outside  our  own  membership. 
— Yours  respectfully,  R.  G.  Woodruff. 

(Secretary  Anglers'  Association.) 


"  MORE  LIGHT." 

Sib, — In  yeur  paper  of  Nov.  17  "  G.  M.,"  writing  under 
the  heading  of  "  More  Light,"  refers  to  a  letter  by  Mr. 
James  Horton  in  the  Aberdeen  papers,  anent  the  trans- 
ferring of  salmon  from  the  Sauch  Pool,  on  the  river 
Don,  to  Grandholm  House  Pool,  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  higher  up  the  river.  The  letter,  "  G.  M." 
says,  has  not  yet  been  challenged  nor  contradicted. 
Well,  sir,  in  the  first  place  the  letter  seemed 
to  be  a  direct  attack  on  the  inspector  and  officials  who 
were  there  to  assist  him  in  the  work.  It  was  so  biassed 
and  so  far  from  the  facts  that  no  one  thought  it  worth  a 
reply.  Yet  "  G.  M."  rushes  into  the  Fishing  Gazette  and 
lauds  the  same  letter.  I  think  it  ia  very  unfair  to  permit 
any  irresponsible  party  to  make  such  assertions  without 
full  inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  inspector  and 
officials  of  the  Board  not  only  transferred  the  fish  from  the 
Sauch  Fool  on  this  particular  occasion,  but  have  done  the 
same  on  several  occasions,  both  before  and  since,  with 
credit  to  themselves  and  to  the  interest  of  all  those  who 
are  justly  concerned. 

Mr.  James  Horton  says  in  his  letter  that  he  saw  a  man 
of  thirty  years'  experience  carrying  the  fish  by  the  gills. 
The  fact  is,  only  one  fish  was  handled  in  this  way,  it 
having  broken  a  mesh  in  the  landing  net  and  dropped  on 
the  ground  while  being  carried  between  the  river  and  the 
water  trough ;  hence  the  difficulty.  He  also  refers  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  fish  were  put  into  the  river  again  at 
Grandholm  House  Pool,  and  says  they  were  taken  from 
the  tanks  by  a  landing  net  and  slid  down  the  grassy  slope 
to  the  river.  That  was  not  the  case.  The  fish  were 
taken  from  the  tanks  with  a  landing  net  and  carried  care- 
fully by  two  men  to  the  river.  He  also  says  some  of  the  fish 
presented  a  sickly  appearance.  The  fact  is,  he  only  saw 
one  fish  sick  ;  there  were  no  more  to  be  seen  when  he  left 
the  pool. 

The  inspector  never  expected  to  transfer  300  gravid 
salmon  from  the  Sauch  Pool  to  Grandholm  House  Pool 
without  some  loss,  neither  was  it  ever  expected  of  him 
under  the  circumstances,  which  were  [admittedly  difnoult. 
Your  "  G.  M."  says  that  the  fish  would  not  have  fared 
any  worse  had  they  been  left  in  the  pool.  Doubtless  that 
would  have  suited  a  few  people,  who,  possibly,  were  afraid 
that  few  fish  would  be  left  in  the  pool,  and  consequently, 
spoil  their  chance  of  a  good  bag  on  some  future  occasion. 
This  was  not  the  case,  however,  as  Mr.  James  Horton, 
who  is  said  to  be  a  keen  angler,  had  a  day's  permission  at 
the  Sauch  Pool  a  few  days  later,  and  landed  eight  or  nine 
salmon,  moat  of  which  were  caught  by  different  parts  of 
the  body,  besides  hooking  many  more,  which  broke  away. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  think  that  I  have  clearly  proved  the 
unjost  nature  of  Mr.  James  Horton's  letter  and  "  G.  M.'s  " 
comments  on  the  inspector  and  staff  of  men  engaged,  all 
of  whom  well  knew  from  long  experience  how  to  do  the 
work,  which  was  done  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  those 
who  had  an  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Don.  I  am, 
therefore,  surprised  at  the  assertion  by  your  "  G.  M.,"  as 
it  is  quite  clear  he  knew  little  or  nothing  about  the  matter. 

Aberdeen.    W.  W. 

CONTRASTS. 
Sir, — Your  contributor,  J.  McDermott,  says :  "  Angling 
blanks  are  at  least  as  plentiful  as  prizes."  By  Jove,  I 
should  think  they  were,  and  a  little  more  so.  I  can  give 
him  the  name  and  address  of  the  unsuooessful  Lea  angler. 
He  is  not  noted  for  relating  fairy  tales,  and  I  consider  his 
case  nothing  extraordinary  compared  to  sixteen  clubs 
going  afishing  this  season  to  all  sorts  of  places  with- 
out catching  a  fish  large  enough  to  take  a  prize — a  fact 
J.  McDermott  can  prove  for  himself  with  very  little 
trouble.  Within  the  past  fortnight  a  well-known  old  Lea 
angler  told  me  that  as  far  back  as  the  sixties  he  went  to 
fish  in  the  Lea  eleven  times  without  catching  a  fish.  I 
have  known  from  fifty  to  sixty  out  of  about  eighty  anglers 
return  without  a  fin ;  in  other  words,  the  same  as  an 
angler  going  fifty  or  sixty  times  with  no  result.  When 
gross  weight  competitions  were  in  fnll  swing,  and  the 
members  of  individual  clubs  used  to  catch  from  half  to 
one  and  a  half  tons  of  fish  in  a  season,  such  grand  sport, 
I  am  afraid,  will  never  be  enjoyed  again.  Let  us  say  for 
the  sa,ke  of  argument  that  these  sixteen  clubs  had  an 
average  of  ten  members  each,  and  we  have  a  total  of  IGO 
anglers  going  fishing,  with  little  or  no  result.  I  do  not 
care  to  prophesy,  but  I  should  not  be  surprised  to  see  the 
time  come  when  a  41b.  bream  and  a  lib.  roach  will  be 
rarities.    If  your  contributor  thinks  that  I  am  throwing 
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the  hatchet,  he  can  have  the  names  of  the  eixteen  olnbs, 
and  he  knows  perfectly  well  that  if  a  quarter  of  the  money 
apnnt  in  prizes  wag  spent  in  restocking  there  would  be  a 
different  tale  to  tell,  and  there  would  be  less  grumbling 
about  the  scarcity  oi  fish ;  but  since  about  two-thirds  of 
anglers  refuse  to  give  a  red  cent  to  obtain  sport,  they 
must  grin  and  bear  it,  for  these  generously  inclined  gentle 
men  cannot  eat  the  cake  and  have  it  too. — I  am,  &o., 

  A. 

CONCERNING  MISTAKES. 

Dear  Sir,— The  well-timed  letter  in  the  Gazette  of 
Nov.  24  under  the  above  heading  should  tend  to  make 
correspondents  who  are  fond  of  smart  writing  a  little  more 
careful  not  to  be  personally  offensive. 

A  letter  in  the  same  page,  signed  "  H.  S.,"  on  the 
subject  of  eels  being  a  long  way  from  the  water  in  a 
meadow,  as  stated  by  "  Senex  "  in  his  letter  in  the -F.C. 
of  17th  inst.,  is  a  case  in  point,  for  it  really  amounts  to 
implying  that  "  Senex  "  was  only  very  drunk,  or  else  had 
"  D.T."  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  the  fact  of  eels  travelling  on  land  occasionally  was 
established  beyond  any  doubt,  and  if  such  be  the  case 
"H.  S."  has  not  only  displayed  marked  discourtesy,  but 
also  ignorance  on  a  point  of  natural  history. 

It  would  be  a  good  rule  for  writers  of  that  sort  of 
criticism  to  consider  whether  they  would  like  to  utter 
the  same,  viva  voce,  to  the  man  they  criticise. — Tours 
faithfully,  A  White-Headed  Novice. 

EELS  ON  LAND. 

Dbab  Sir, — Tour  correspondent  "  Night  Line  "  would 
have  your  readers  take  for  granted  what  he  says  we  are  to 
believe,  yet  he  brings  no  proof.  He  says :  "  Where  I  used 
to  live  it  was  a  common  thing  to  hear  of  eels  being  teen  on 
land  at  night."  Where  I  used  to  live,  and  where  many 
others  live,  it  is  a  common  thing  to  hear  people  say  the 
cuckoo  sucks  eggs,  and  go  as  far  as  to  say  they  have  seen 
them  in  the  act ;  and  also  that  the  toad  is  venomous 
These  things  are  known  by  naturalists  to  be  idle  gossip, 
and,  to  my  thinking,  so  is  the  eel  business,  though  I  have 
a  well-known  fishing  friend  who  says  he  has  found  eeJs  up 
willow  trees.  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  ask  him  what  time  of 
the  night  it  was. 

I  have  spent  thirty  years  of  my  life  by  the  side  of  the 
Trent  and  one  of  its  tributaries,  and  both  these  rivers 
abound  with  eels.  I  have  been  in  at  catching  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  ton  in  a  night,  and  hare  spent  hundreds  of 
nights  on  the  Trent  and  its  banks  under  all  climatic  con- 
ditions, and  have  never  seen  a  single  instance  of  an  eel 
being  found  on  land  taking  its  "  walks  "  abroad.  I  might 
say  this  is  my  father's  experience  also,  after  forty  years 
being  river-keeper  on  the  Trent. 

For  an  eel  to  go  on  a  hunting  expedition,  or  on  a  visit 
over  fields,  under  hedge,  and  over  ditch,  it  would  have  to 
climb  up  a  bank.  I  cannot  think  anyone  has  seen  this,  for 
it  is  rot  in  their  nature  to  do  so,  but  just  the  reverse. 
They  always  go  down.  Put  an  eel  on  the  top  of  a  bank, 
slightly  place  it  on  the  decline,  and  he  will  go,  even  away 
from  the  river. 

I  once  saw  some  eels  partiaUy  out  of  the  water,  but  this 
was  caused  by  the  water  being  polluted,  which,  of  course, 
is  no  argument  to  the  question. 

I  do  not  believe  that  eels  travel,  and  shall  stick  to  my 
belief,  until  I  have  some  better  evidence  than  the  corre- 
spondence, which  is  many  years  old  both  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  the  Field. — Tours,  &c., 

Nottingham.  Izaak  Walton  Foster, 

WIRE  LINES. 
Deae  Sir, — A  deal  of  conflict  appears,  from  some  of 
your  recent  numbers,  to  have  taken  place  amongst  your  cor- 
respondents with  regard  to  the  utility  of  the  wire  line  for 
sea  fishing.  If  my  testimony  is  of  any  value,  I  may  say 
that  I  have  continuously  fished  with  a  wire  line  made  for 
me  over  a  year  ago  by  Messrs.  Ormiston,  and  that  it  is  as 
good  now  (with  the  exception  of  a  few  strands,  which 
have  given  through  frequent  use)  as  it  was  when  I  first 
had  it.  I  have  fished  in  flood  and  ebb  tide  with  it,  and  in 
slack  water,  and  have  never  once  changed  the  reel.  On 
Deo.  2  I  fished  with  the  same  line  in  the  B.S.A.S.  com- 
petition, and  succeeded  in  taking  twelve  whiting  weighing 
101b.  15bz.,  and  altogether  nearly  eight  Ecore  of  whiting, 
sixty  of  which  were  sizable  fish,  and  counted  at  the 
weighing-in.— Tours  truly,  G.  Read  Clarke. 

■  RODS— VIBRATING  AND  OTHERWISE.  • 

Dear  Sir,- Referring  to  your  issue  of  Nov.  17, 1  am 
very  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  take  notice  of  the  letter  from 
Mr.  Alexander  Grant  which  appears  therein,  and  which 
I  cannot  allow  to  pass  without  remark. 

Some  years  ago  my  attention  was  called  to  this  alleged 
wonderful  discovery  in  "  vibration  "  as  applied  to  fishing 
rods.  Having  business  in  Scotland,  I  called  upon  Mr. 
Grant,  when  he  courteously  showed  me  his  rods. 

We  took  the  rods  down  to  the  Nes3,  and  did  some 
casting  with  them.  That  Mr.  Grant  is  an  extra  good  man 
at  casting  there  is  no  doubt,  and  that  he  makes  spliced 
greenheart  rods  very  creditably  I  am  very  glad  to  admit, 
but  when  he  goes  on  to  say  : 

"  Of  courge,  in  a  matter  where  patent  rights  exist,  and 
which  have  now  been  acquired  by  another  firm,  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  go  into  details  of  its  manufacture  ;  but  I  may 
say  that  no  other  rod  except  the  Grant  V.  R.  has  ever 
been  made  that  will  transmit  in  continuity  the  motion 
given  by  the  angler  from  the  grip  of  the  rod  to  the  point ; 
and  it  is  absolutely  impossible,  as  other  rods  are  made, 
that  they  could  do  so,  and  no  other  rod  except  itself  obeys 
the  most  delicate  or  most  powerful  movement  of  the 
manipulator.  It  is  thus  completely  under  the  control  of 
the  angler,  and  possesses  besides,  as  stated,  exact  power  to 
weight;  hence  its  superiority." 


I  thmk  most  people  will  agree  that  it  is  high  time  notice 
was  taken  of  such  sweeping  assertions.  There  are  other 
expressions  in  the  same  letter  which  are  quite  as  absurd, 
but  I  merely  point  to  this  one  paragraph. 

Personally,  I  was  under  the  impression  that  we  had  left 
behind  us  m  the  dark  ages  all  that  was  superstitious  and 
myetenouB,  but  it  appears  this  is  not  so,  and  that 
mysterious  agencies  still  exist,  either  actually  or  in  the 
imagination,  and  one  (although  an  old  friend)  is  "vibra- 
tion." 

As  to  mention  of  patent  rights,  I  need  hardly  say  that  to 
the  merest  tyro  in  patent  law  the  claim  is  absurd. 
Possibly  Mr.  Grant  may  have  applied  for  and  received  a 
patent,  but  he  must  remember  that  it  does  not  follow  that 
it  is  of  any  value. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  rods  I  examined  were 
the  ordinary  greenheart  rods,  which  may  be  turned  out  by 
anyone— in  fact,  the  most  elementary  form  of  construction 
possible  in  reference  to  a  rod,  and  such  as  may  be  made  by 
any  intelligent  joiner  without  any  special  appliances. 

I  have  had  some  thirty  years'  experience  in  the  developing 
and  manufacturing  of  fishing  rods,  and  have  had  more  rods 
through  my  hands  than  ever  Mr.  Grant  saw  in  his  wildest 
dreams,  so  that  I  hope  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  claim  to 
have  some  slight  knowledge  of  the  merits  of  these  things, 
and  I  unhesitatingly  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  whole 
statement  in  reference  to  the  special  claim  to  the  "  law  of 
vibration  "  is  the  most  absolute  nonsense  imaginable.  The 
thing  is  as  old  as  the  hills.  All  rods  vibrate  more  or  less, 
and  in  this  respect  my  firm  years  ago  erected  a  special 
apparatus  to  register  curves,  deflections,  and  vibrations, 
and  enables  them  to  produce  rods  which  vibrate  to  any 
given  pace,  as  the  following  extract  will  show  : 

Extract  from  "  How  to  Test  a  Fly  Rod." 
{The  Field,  Nov.  20, 1897.) 

"  It  may  be  of  interest  to  readers  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  recorded  results  of  trials  conducted  under 
these  conditions  with  two  nearly  identical  rods  made  by 
different  makers.  Some  years  since  I  had  a  rod  built 
which  was  so  much  admired  by  the  late  Mr.  Marryat  that 
he  called  it  '  The  Priceless.'  Last  year  the  rod  was  lent 
to  a  friend  who  obtained  permission  for  Messrs.  Hardy  to 
copy  it,  and,  after  exhaustive  experiments,  they  have 
succeeded  in  making  imitations  which  are,  in  the  opinion 
of  experts,  aa  nearly  as  possible  identical." 
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47 
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38 

N.B.— The  weight  is  taken  without  the  spear,  and  the  position 
of  the  centre  of  gravity  measured  from  the  Butt. 

Some  consideration  has  been  given  to  another  test,  viz., 
the  number  of  vibrations  of  a  rod  before  coming  to  a  state 
of  rest.  Evidently  the  lees  the  number  of  vibrations  the 
greater  the  resilience  of  the  rod;  but  the  difficulty  of 
ascertaining  by  observation  the  exact  moment  when  the 
vibrations  cease  is  so  great  as  to  render  the  experiment 
difficult  for  a  rod  maker,  and  practically  impossible  for  an 
amateur.  Detached  Badger. 

Extract  from  Messrs.  Haedt  Beothees  Catalogue, 
1898. 

Bods  to  Pattern. — "  Every  sportsman  is  well  aware  of 
the  great  difficulty  there  always  has  been  in  getting  either 
a  gun  or  a  rod  to  exactly  match  another.  No  two  things 
in  this  world  ever  were  quite  alike  ;  but  it  should  not  be 
impossible  to  make  two  rods  so  much  alike  that  the  person 
using  first  one  and  then  the  other  could  not  detect  any 
difference.  We  have  given  this  matter  considerable 
thought,  and  _  have  gone  to  some  expense  in  erecting  an 
apparatus  which  has  been  quite  a  success,  and  regulates 
exactly  the  curve  of  the  rod  with  free  deflection,  and  also 
deflection  under  different  loads,  centre  of  gravity,  and 
number  of  vibrations.^  A  great  many  rods  have  been 
reproduced  satisfactorily,  and  we  have  now  this  tool  in 
constant  work." 

For  any  man  to  say  that  he  can  trangmit  to  wood  some 
'  law  of  vibration  "  which  he  has  discovered  while  trying 
to  make  a  fiddle,  and  that  no  otTier  person  can  do  the  same, 
is  so  absolutely  preposterous  and  unfair  that  it  is  ditficnlt 
to  treat  it  seriously,  and  I  repeat  that  it  ig  high  time  this 
absurd  "  vibrating  "  bubble  was  bursted. 

Referring  to  the  letter  of  "  W.  M.  N."  and  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Grant  is  able  to  get  an  extraordinarily  high  price 
for  his  greenheart  rods,  and  the  fact  of  there  being  a 
profit  of  some  200  to  -300  per  cent.,  personally  I  should 
Dut  the  profit  at  a  very  great  deal  more.  But  that  is  of 
ittle  consequence,  and  only  concerns  those  who  are 
content  to  pay  such  prices  for  plain  greenheart  rods. 

My  firm,  Meesrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  execute 
orders  for  this  class  of  rod  in  18ft.  lengths  at  35s.  to  653., 
according  to  quality;  other  lengths  at  proportionate 
prices  ;  and  I  personally  will  be  only  too  glad  to  guarantee 
that  they  shall  be  fully  equal  in  every  shape  and  form  to 
the  Grant  "  Vibrating  "  Rods,  and  probably  superior. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Allan  McDonald's  letter  in  last  week's 
issue,  this  is  curiously  like  and  is  an  almost  exact  refl  ic- 
tion  of  Mr.  Grant's  of  Nov.  15 ;  in  fact,  the  very  same 
expressions  are  used,  the  only  difference  being  the  position 
of  the  parties — the  one  claims  to  be  the  "  inventor"  and 
the  other  the  "admirer."  Mr.  McDonald  is  evidently 
bitten  very  badly,  and  seemg  to  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
it  _  is  possible  to  manufacture  fishing  rods  on  scientific 
principles.  What  principle  does  he  imagine  fishing  rods 
have  hitherto  been  manufactured  on  in  establishments 


specially  fitted  for  the  work  ?  Surely  they  must  have 
curious  notions  of  the  outside  world  up  in  Inverness  ;  nor 
can  I  think  they  are  very  complimentary  to  sportsmen 
and  manufacturers  of  fishing  rods,  who  are  asked  to  accept 
as  new  doctrines  and  theories  which  have  all  been 
exploited  long  ago. 

One  word  about  long  distance  casting,  and  the  value  of 
rods  as  emphasised  by  some  persons  having  cast  long 
distances  with  them.  This,  I  need  hardly  say,  is  all  an 
error,  and  I  would  warn  sportsmen  not  to  be  guided  by 
these  results;  indeed,  one  might  as  well  buy  a  12-bore 
gun  regulated  to  kill  at  lOOjds.  and  expect  it  to  perform 
well  at  SOyds. 

As  you,  sir,  are  well  aware,  I  have  on  several  occasions 
teken  part  in  long  distance  casting  tournaments,  and  have 
beaten  our  friend  Mr.  Enright  on  three  occasions,  while  I 
have  also  twice  suffered  defeat  at  his  hands.— Tourg 
faithfully,  H.  J.  Hardy, 

Manager  for  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  Alnwick. 

Alnmouth,  Northumberland. 

A  NEW  WORK  ON  COARSE  PISH  CULTURE. 
Sir, — Amongst  "Lancashire  Notes"  in  your  issue  of 
Dec.  1  the  following  appears :  "  Rumour  is  busy  with  a 
report  that  some  Bolton  gentlemen  intend  publishing  a 
book  on  'netting,'  giving  full  instructions  as  to  the  best 
way  to  do  the  work.  They  think  with  so  much  stocking 
going  on  the  information  will  be  useful.  So  it  may,  and 
to  others  besides  the  authorised  officials.  All  things  taken 
into  account,  perhaps  these  Bolton  gentlemen  had  better 
keep  this  valuable  information  to  themselves,  where,  of 
course,  it  is  useful,  and  certainly  won't  be  abused."  This 
being  likely  to  give  the  impression  that  netting  is  the  sole 
subject  of  the  book,  we  may  say  that  the  title  of  same  is 
Coarse  Pish  Culture.  Having  been  users  as  well  as  makers 
of  nets  for  many  years,  we  fully  understand  the  great 
responsibility  in  a  matter  of  this  sort,  and  shall  treat  the 
subject  in  such  a  way  that,  while  calculated  to  be  of 
great  benefit  to  anglers  and  angling  associations,  it  will  lead 
to  no  abuse.  We  shall  also  deal  with  the  selection  of 
suitable  ponds,  and,  with  regard  to  abuse,  devote  a  chapter 
or  two  on  tho  best  methods  of  preventing  same. — Tours 
respectfully,  Chorlton,  Eckersley  &  Co. 

PRICES  OP  TWO  OLD  ANGLING  BOOKS. 
Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  you  will  permit  me  to  say  a  word 
on  the  comment  you  make  at  the  toot  of  Mr.  W.  Roberts's 
communication  to  you  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette. 

I  am  quite  of  your  opinion  that  15  guineas  for  the 
reprint  of  "Barker's  Art  of  Angling"  is  very  dear, 
particularly  as  I  now  find  that  this  copy  is  not  the  only 
one  on  vellum  reprinted  for  J.  H.  Burn,  for  I  have  in  my 
possession  a  similar  copy,  on  the  fly-leaf  of  which  is  written 
in  pencil  by  a  former  owner,  "  Only  this  copy  printed  on 
vellum.    The  gift  of  the  publisher." 

Probably  the  book  just  sold  came  from  Corser's  library, 
for  at  the  sale  of  his  collection  at  Sotheby's,  July,  1868, 
there  is  a  copy  catalogued,  similarly  bound,  which  brought 
£2  16.  I  am  afraid  the  present  purchaser  of  this  unique 
specimen  will  feel  the  same  disappointment  that  I  do  on 
finding  another  in  the  field,  although  I  am  happy  to  state 
mine  did  not  cost  me  £15  15a.  It  will  be  interesting  to 
learn  if  there  are  yet  more  of  these  unique  (?)  copies  in 
existence.  Possibly  some  of  your  numerous  readers  will 
be  able  to  enlighten  us  on  the  subject. 

With  regard  to  the  Dame  Juliana  Barnes  volume  which 
was  sold  at  the  same  time,  you  are  quite  in  error  in 
supposing  this  ako  to  be  »  reprint.  The  price  (£39)  would 
in  that  case  have  indeed  been  "  very  dear." 

This  book  which  was  purchased  on  my  behalf  appears  to 
be  the_  identical  volume  described  in  "  Bibliotheca 
Piscatoria,"  page  26.  If  so,  it  was  valued  at  £6  lOs.  in 
1836.  Since  it  has  been  in  my  possession  I  have  dis- 
covered on  the  fly-leaf  Corser's  private  mark,  and  on 
referring  to  the  sale  catalogue  of  his  library,  July,  1868, 
find  it  thus  described  : 

[Barnes  or  Berners  (Lady  Juliana)]  Booke  of  Hawkiug, 
Huntyog  (in  Verse)  and  Pysshyng,  with  all  the  properties 
and  medeycynes  that  are  necessary  to  be  kept.  Black 
letter,  woodcuts,  a  few  letters  in  title  restored  by  pen, 
calf  extra,  g.e 
Small  4to.  Wyllyam  Copland,  n.d. 

*#*  Extremely  rare,  if  not  unique,  as  no  other  perfect 
copy  is  known." 

It  was  then  knocked  down  for  £55.  I  think  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  the  price  which  I  have  now  paid  is  not 
an  exorbitant  one,  taking  into  consideration  the  increased 
value  of  books  cf  this  description  at  the  present  time. 

The  Ashbnrnham  cony  mentioned  in  Sotheby's  catalogue 
is  also  in  my  possession,  but  is  neither  so  tall  nor  so  good 
in  condition  as  this  one. 

Hoping  these  particulars  of  two  well-known  authors  of 
angling  literature  of  the  past  may  be  of  interest. — I  am, 
debir  Sir,  yours  very  truly,  Arthur  N.  Gilbey. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Gilbey  for  his  interesting  note. 
As  regards  our  being  "  quite  in  error  "  in  calling  the  copy 
of  "  The  Booke  of  Hawkyng  and  Fygehyrg"  (attributed 
tc  Dame  Juliana  Berners  or  Barnes),  referred  to  in  the 
F.G,  last  week  as  "  a  reprint,"  the  mere  fact  that  it  wag 
printed  by  "  Wyllyam  Copland  in  the  Vintry  "  proves,  we 
think,  that  it  was  not  the  original  edition  which  was  printed 
by  "the  schoolmaster  printer  of  St.  Albans"  in  1486, 
Then  there  was  the  celebrated  repriot  of  it  by  "  Wynkyn 
the  Worde,"  in  Westminster,  in  1486.  The  editions 
printed  by  Copland  appear  to  have  been  published  early  in 
the  next  century.  Probably  Mr.  Gilbey  means  that  his 
book  is  not  a  "  modern  reprint,"  and  of  course  it  is  not. 
As  regards  the  price,  we  did  not  know  that  this  copy  had 
l»een  sold  in  1868  for  £35— that  would  certainly  seem  to 
show  that  Mr.  Gilbey  did  not  give  too  much  when  he  gave 
£39  in  1900.— Ed.] 

Several  impertant  Utters  tmavoidaily  left  over. 
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experiment  in  transplanting  the  May  Fly  on  the 
Test  some  years  ago— a  good  many  it  must  be, 
for  it  was  about  the  time  the  Major  sent  me  a 
paper  outline  of  the  81b.  trout  he  killed  on  his 
water,  and  that  must  be  nearly  twenty  years  ago. 


Since  writing  this  I  have  received  the  following 
from  Major  Carlisle  ("  South-West ") : 

Deae  Marston, — No ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with_  re- 
stochiDg  the  Test  with  May  Fly.  It  has  been  done  eince 
my  time  by  the  present  Houghton  Club  with  some 
measure  of  encoesB  by  bringing  veesels  of  mud — in  which 
the  larvffi  were  snppospd  to  be — from  some  of  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river,  and  turninu  the  contents  into  different 
parts  of  club  water.  As  to  the  grannom,  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell  obtained  some  larvte  from  Stockbridge,  which 
were  turned  into  the  Itchen  at  Itohfn  Abbas,  but  this 
attempt  ended  in  failure,  I  believe  ;  probably  the  stream 
was  not  suitable.  My  belief  is  that  the  _grannom_  will  not 
succeed  everywhere.  If  I  were  trying  to  introduce 
grannom  to  the  Itchen  I  should  bo  disposed  to  try  it  in 
the  canal  below  Shawford.  Sir  William  Pearoe  also 
obtained  grannom  larvce  from  Stockbridge,  and  turned 
them  down  in  the  Kennett,  where,  I  believe,  the  fly  was 
established.  I  saw  the  larvte  collected  in  both  cases,  but, 
of  course,  did  not  see  them  turned  down,  so  cannot  say  for 
certain  in  which  parts  of  the  two  rivers  they  were  actually 
placed.  I  almost  think  T  should  deprecate  turning  in 
grannom  on  streams  that  already  produce  such  a  quantity 
of  the  lesser  ephemeridas  like  the  Itchen,  as  a  good 
grannom  gorge  at  the  fnd  of  April  or  early  in  May  might 
have  the  effect  of  causing  the  trout  to  turn  up  their  dainty 
noses  at  anything  smaller.  On  the  Kennett,  however,  a 
crop  of  grannom  would  be  an  inestimable  advantage.  It 
may  be  different  now,  but  in  the  years  past  when  I  fished 
the  river  about  Hucgerford  there  was  a  woeful  scarcity  of 
duns,  as  I  am  sure  those  who  also  fished  the  river  at  that 
time  will  acknowledge. —  Sincerely  yours, 

Anthony  Caelisle. 


In  the  Christmas  number  of  the  F.  G.  I  hope 
to  give  some  account  of  the  life  of  the  sedge  flies 
{Trichoptera)  with  illustrations.  Every  angler 
knows  by  sight  the  little  bundle  of  moving  sticks 
which  is  seen  moving  about  on  the  bottom  of  the 
river.  More  than  two  thousand  years  ago 
Aristotle  states  that  the  body  of  the  larva  is 
inclosed  in  a  tunic  of  the  nature  of  a  spider's 
web,  covered  with  bits  of  stick,  looking  as  if  the 
animal  had  collected  them  when  crawling  along. 
As  the  larvae  of  many  of  the  sedge  flies  (there  are 
over  five  hundred  different  kinds)  are  very 
plentiful  on  some  rivers,  and  easily  collected  and 
transported,  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  very 
good  chance  of  success  for  the  attempt  to  stock 
waters  with  these  flies ;  but  it  would  have  to  be 
done  on  a  liberal  scale,  and  for  some  seasons  in 
succession.  But  success  would  amply  repay  the 
trouble,  for  in  all  stages  of  their  existence  the 
members  of  the  great  sedge  fly  family  are 
invaluable  as  food  for  fish,  and  they  hatch  out  all 
through  the  season.   

Mr.  Malloch's  Fish  Pass. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THB  EDITOR. 

Attempts  to  Transplant  Water  Flies. 

In  a  note  on  this  subject  in  the  F.  0.  recently 
I  mentioned  the  experiment  in  transplanting  the 
graimom  fly  made  a  year  or  two  ago  by  Sir 
Wm.  G-.  Pearce,  and  said  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
if  the  experiment  had  proved  a  continued  success. 
To  my  request  Sir  William  very  kindly  replies  as 
follows : 

I  fear  I  cannot  claim  encceas  so  far  for  the  grannom 
experiment.  The  fly  certainly  came  up  very  strongly  one 
year,  but  I  saw  none  last  season.  I  am  still,  however, 
peKging  away,  and  have  a  quantity  of  larvse  now  in  the 
river.  I  will  certainly  let  you  know  the  result.  We  have 
had  more  fly  here  (Htingerford),  I  am  glad  to  say,  during 
recent  years,  due,  I  think,  to  light  cutting  of  the  weeds, 
and  one  is  pretty  sure  of  some  sport  with  the  Old  Red 
Quill  or  Medium  Olive  patterns. 

Long  live  the  "  Old  Red  Quill  and  the  Medium 
Olive."   


I  ought  to  have  said  that  it  was  Major  Turle, 
not  Major  Carlisle,  who  made  the  Buccessful 


I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Malloch's  new  fish 
pass  is  proving  most  successful.  At  the  request 
of  the  editor  of  the  Deutsche  Fischerei  Zeitung,  I 
lent  him  the  illustrations  which  appeared  recently 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  a  translation  of  our 
account  of  the  pass,  with  the  pictures,  appeared 
in  a  recent  number  of  his  paper,  and  is  attracting 
attention  in  Germany. 


Rainbows  and  Landlocked  Salmon. 
I  was  glad  to  get  the  following  letter  from  an 
American  correspondent  (Mr.  Theodore  Gordon) 
the  other  day,  especially  as  I  had  not  heard  from 
him  for  some  years  : 

New  York,  N.Y.,US.A., 
Nov.  22,  1900. 

Dear  Sib, — Some  years  ago  I  picked  up  a  first  edition 
of  "  The  Fly  Fisher's  Text-Book,"  1841,  by  Theophilus 
Smith,  and  knowing  that  you  are  interested  in  such  books, 
beg  to  forward  it  to  yon  by  this  mail. 

I  have  been  a  wanderer  since  the  spring  of  1897,  but 
during  a  recent  visit  to  Haverstraw  I  found  that  the 
Fishing  Gazette  had  been  posted  there  up  to  within  a 
5  ear.  This  is  principally  my  fault.  For  a  time  I  sent  the 
necessary  money  to  have  the  paper  forwarded  to  me  at 
various  addresses,  but  finally  forgot  it.  This  oversight  I 
will  make  good  as  soon  as  I  get  into  business  again.  I 
have  been  in  the  enjoyment  of  poor  health  for  several  years, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  have  spent  my  summers  on  farms 
near  trout  streams. 

I  wish  you  could  see  how  successful  the  introduction  of 
Salmo  fario  has  been  in  this  country  j  also  the  rainbow  in 
some  eastprn  streams.  They  endure  a  higher  temperature 
than  Fontinalis,  and  the  rainbow  can  stand  more  heat 
than  Fwrio.  In  this  country  brown  or  yellow  trout  grow 
much  faster  than  the  native  fish,  and  in  some  of  our 


eastern  streams,  where  formerly  a  21b.  trout  was  a  great 
rarity,  they  have  teen  taken  up  to  81h.  or  9  b. 

Those  up  to  21b.  rise  well  to  fly,  and  occasionally  the  big 
fellows  will  take  a  fly.  I  have  taken  all  these  spocies  from 
the  same  brook  on  the  same  day  with  same  flies.  The 
rainbow  is  a  great  fish,  playing  like  a  salmon,  and  having 
much  the  appearance  of  that  fish.  They  usually  lie  in 
heavy,  deep,  swift  water,  and  after  taking  the  fly,  throw 
themselves  in  the  air  about  three  times,  and  then  rush 
downstream.  They  can  stop  in  the  midst  of  the  heaviest 
rapid,  and  yon  can  imagine  what  it  is  when  wadirg  dfep 
to  have  to  stumble  out  to  where  you  can  follow  tbem  down. 
I  don't  understand  the  conduct  of  Fontinalis  in  Ennland. 
You  think  their  habits  are  those  of  the  lako  char.  This  js 
a  great  mistake.  They  want  or)ld,  pure  water  ;  but  their 
natural  home  is  in  brooks  and  streams,  and  it  is  only  when 
yon  reach  northern  waters  that  you  find  them  in  large 
lakes.  Their  habits  are  the  habits  of  brook  trout,  and  to 
the  fly  fisher  they  are  no  more  char  than  Fario  is  The  so- 
called  landlocked  salmon  has  been  a  great  enccees  in 
Maine,  and  is  now  taken  frequently  up  to  12lb.  or  151b., 
with  an  occasional  much  larger  fish.  This  year  they  rose 
well  to  a  fly  with  peacock  body  and  brown  mottled  »iog. 
The  weather  was  too  warm  in  September,  however,  and  all 
over  the  eastern  country  fish  bfe  suffered  from  a  long 
drought. 

I  could  write  much,  bat  crave  pardon  for  trespassing  on 
your  time  and  attention. — Respectfully  yours, 

Theodore  Gordon. 

That  the  Fontinalis  is  a  good  river  fish  in 
America  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  but  in  this 
country,  as  far  as  our  rivers  are  concerned,  he  is 
a  failure.  And  what  about  the  rainbow  ?  Mil- 
lions have  been  set  free  in  our  rivers  all  over  the 
country,  but  if  there  is  any  instance  of  their 
having  been  thoroughly  established  and  breeding 
satisfactorily  I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  of  it. 
"  John  Bickerdyke  "  told  me  the  other  evening  at 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  that  he  believed  they  had 
done  well  in  the  Mimram  and  the  Dove.  Where 
they  can  be  prevented  from  going  downstream 
they  seem  to  grow  well,  and  perforce  have  to  stay. 
I  caught  a  few  brace  of  beauties  in  the  Hertford- 
shire Lea  and  Rib  last  season ;  in  the  Lea  they 
were  large  fish  put  in  out  of  a  rearing  pond,  and 
confined  by  gratings;  but  a  heavy  flood  will 
give  them  liberty,  I  fear.  On  the  Rib  they 
had  come  down  from  the  higher  reaches.  The 
rainbow  is  a  splendid  fish,  and  I  should  much 
like  to  see  him  become  a  naturalised  English 
subject.  In  ponds  and  sheets  of  water  fed  by 
springs  or  a  stream  they  do  weU,  if  there  is  plenty 
of  food.  That,  weight  for  weight,  they  give 
better  sport  than  Salmo  fario  is  not  my  experience ; 
perhaps  they  jump  and  splash  about  more,  but  in 
hard  under  water  fighting  our  trout  more  than  hold 
their  own.  The  rainbow  tries  to  get  off  by  a 
series  of  sharp  runs  and  jumps  without  much 
method,  whUe  his  English  cousin  keeps  his  head, 
and  seems  to  say  to  himseK,  "  if  I  can  get  under 
those  roots  or  into  that  weed  bed  I  shall  beat 
him  yet." 


Rainbow  Trout  at  Broadwater,  near 
Worthing. 

Do  trout  ever  jump  out  of  the  water  in  order 
to  take  a  fly  on  the  surface  when  they  come  down 
again  P  I  have  never  seen  an  English  trout  do  it, 
though  I  have  seen  them  on  the  Avon,  below 
Amesbury,  jump  six  or  eight  inches  out  of  the 
water  at  flies.  In  the  long  stretch  of  dead  water 
below  the  mill  I  have  often  watched  the  trout 
sailing  along  close  to  the  bank  under  the  bushes, 
following  the  caperers  hovering  and  darting  about 
backwards  and  forwards  in  short  flights  just  over 
the  surface,  and  every  now  and  then  a  trout  would 
leap  out  at  them.  But  our  American  friends  tell 
stories  of  trout  which  come  up  out  of  the  water 
with  a  graceful  curve  and  snap  a  fly  off  the 
surface  as  they  go  in  again.  I  confess  I  never 
believed  this,  but  from  my  experience  last 
autumn  on  the  little  sheet  of  water  at 
Broadwater,  near  Worthing,  I  am  half  in- 
clined to  believe  that  rainbows  at  times  do 
something  very  like  it.  The  water — a  shallow 
artificial  pond  of  an  acre  or  two — is  crystal  clear 
spring  water,  and  every  evening  in  September, 
about  sundown,  there  was  a  big  rise  of  the 
"  Little  Marryat,"  a  wee  light  buff-coloured  dun. 
When  this  came  on  the  rainbows  were  leaping  all 
over  the  surface.  I  had  to  cast  a  long  line,  as  the 
fish  saw  one  so  easily,  but  I  could  see  my  little 
oiled  fly  floating  easily  enough,  and  on  several 
occasions  it  seemed  to  me  that  one  of  the  jumping 
fish  came  down  on  it,  and  when  I  struck  I  found 
I  had  hooked  a  rainbow  fairly  in  the  mouth. 
Convinced  I  am  not,  for  I  cannot  suppose  a  fish 
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sees  as  clearly  out  of  the  water  as  it  does  in  it ; 
but  I  am  not  so  sceptical  as  I  was,  all  the  same. 


The  Tables  Turned. 
A  correspondent  sends  me  the  following  note : 
During  the  recent  summer,  conversation  with 
the  keeper  and  hon.  sec.  on  a  well-known  trout 
and  grayling  water  elicited  the  following:  The 
otters  trapped  on  this  water  during  the  last  seven 
years  average  about  two  per  year.  Not  all  these 
have  come  to  hand,  as  three  or  four  were  found 
dead  in  the  river  weeks  after  being  kiUed  with  a 
trap  fast  on  one  leg.  A  singular  case  occurred  in 
September  last.  A  big  trout,  newly  killed,  was 
picked  up  by  the  keepers  one  morning  with  the 
otter's  teeth-marks  on  it.  It  was  given  to  one  of 
the  largest  riparian  owners,  as  it  was  quite  fresh. 
It  was  19in.  long  and  appeared  very  fat ;  weight, 
nearly  31b.  On  being  opened  the  cause  of  the 
fatness  was  apparent — it  contained  a  pike  of  13in. 
long.  An  average  of  about  thirteen  herons  are 
also  killed  on  this  water. 


As  will  be  seen  from  his  letter,  Mr.  F.  Howse. 
the  hon.  sec.  of  the  AmweU  Magna  Fishery,  has 
been  pike  fishing  in  a  lake  where  the  fish,  as  a 
rule,  run  large,  but,  though  sport  was  fast,  the 


fish  ran  small. 


R.  B.  Marston. 


TRAWLING  IN  INSHORE  WATERS  * 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — My  paper 
based  entirely  on  the  pollution  of  certain  bays 
and  the  advantages  of  trawl-energy  in  assisting 
purification,  and  your  unbiassed  opinion  on  my 
remarks  is  cordially  invited  and  I  hope  will  lead 
to  suggestions  that  will  prove  of  great  practical 
benefit  to  inshore  fisheries.  Unfortunately  the 
antagonism  of  line  fishers  to  the  trawl,  as  a  rule 
and  the  scathing  condemnation  usually  expressed, 
do  not  appear  to  savour  of  that  cool  judgment  and 
far-reachiig  investigation  that  produces  valuable 
results. 

Apart  from  your  own  experience,  so  many 
excellent  and  elaborate  treatises  of  an  exhaustive 
nature  are  to  be  found  in  our  various  libraries 
that  the  task  of  advancing  something  new  in  the 
way  of  information  or  for  discussion  is  little  short 
of  herculean.  Yet  the  object  of  our  society  is  not 
more  for  our  immediate  gratification  than  to 
improve  the  conditions  under  which  we  attain 
that  gratification,  and  to  guarantee  a  successful 
future  for  the  enterprise  of  sea  angling. 

In  order  to  contribute  to  such  result  we  have 
points  to  consider  and  determine  that  may  have 
had  official  attention  and  received  legislation,  or 
that  may  have  escaped  the  notice  of  savants  in 
arranging  protective  measures  for  generating  the 
various  tribes  of  our  finny  friends. 

With  your  permission,  therefore,  I  will  assume 
the  simple  role  of  an  ordinary  observer  on  a 
position  governed  by  natural  laws,  which  are 
themselves  subject  to  the  usual  laws  of  interfer 
ence,  and  in  the  hope  that  observation,  reason,  and 
record  may  be  productive  of  points  worthy  of 
notice  and  discussion. 

No  one  knows  better  than  yourselves  that  time 
and  place  are  important  in  all  sport.  It  has  been 
stated  that  fish  are  ubiquitous,  but  some  are 
locally  stationary,  others  are  as  migratory  in 
their  habits  as  birds  and  animals,  being  governed 
by  natural  instinct  as  to  their  food  supplies. 
"When  the  rocky  coasts  of  higher  latitudes  are 
gripped  by  the  iron  hand  of  frost,  and  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  obtain  those  minute  medusse, 
crustacese,  moUusca,  and  delicate  weeds  which 
constitute  their  food,  they  must  of  necessity  seek 
warmer  climates  for  sustenance  or  perish,  and  in 
many  instances  protective  Nature  ordains  that 
they  should  deposit  their  ova  in  such  favourable 
localities,  hence  our  shores  may  be  considered 
vast  breeding  grounds. 

Although  the  ova  of  most  varieties  are  con- 
stantly found  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  ocean 
miles  from  land,  yet  our  bays  and  shallow  sandy 
shores  are  presumed  to  be  stocked  with  small  fry 
that  are  not  strong  enough  to  bear  the  density 
and  superincumbent  pressure  of  deep  water,  or  to 
protect  themselves  from  the  voracity  of  their 
kind. 

*  A  paper  read  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Ohurohward  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Britiah  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
at  the  Frascati  Eeetaurant,  on  Dec.  12, 


The  rays  of  the  sun  striding  through  shallow 
water  have  more  rapidly  developed  the  hatching 
by  greater  intensity  of  heat ;  to  follow  a  natural 
law,  the  young  fish  find  their  food  in  the  im 
mediate  locality  of  their  birth,  or  should  do  so. 

Now  I  assume  that  there  are  many  places  round 
our  coasts  in  such  condition  as  to  preclude  the 
fulfilment  of  this  law,  and,  with  all  deference 
to  the  opinions  of  others,  I  will  mention  a  few 
points  that  present  themselves  as  worthy  of 
consideration. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  and  written  from 
time  to  time  on  the  deterioration  of  these  breed 
ing  grounds,  and  the  falling  off  of  supplies  of  fish 
in  localities  where  at  one  time  they  were 
abundant;  and,  if  I  am  correct,  the  question 
turned  on  trawling  and  the  destruction  of  im- 
mature fish.  I  need  not  refer  to  measures 
adopted  for  protecting  these  grounds,  and  the 
three-mile  limit,  beyond  pointing  out  that  the 
remedy  has  not  realised  expectations  up  to  the 
present.  We  must  therefore  seek  for  another 
solution  of  the  problem.  Local  evidence 
usually  accepted. 

I  am  told  by  experienced  fishermen  in  the  West 
of  England  that  many  of  the  bays  since  the  Act 
has  been  in  force  are  decidedly  worse  for  line 
fishing  than  they  were  before ;  hence  one  would 
infer  that  there  has  not  been  suflicient  and 
exhaustive  investigation  of  cause  for  effect.  We 
are  aware  that  the  fundamental  and  indispensable 
qualification  to  determine  cause  is  accurate  and 
true  observation  and  a  careful  record  on  the  spot, 
so  that  we  may  interpret  facts  rightly  and  draw 
conclusions  justly;  hence  the  value  of  local 
evidence. 

In  the  present  instance  the  laws  of  nature  have 
been  subject  to  the  laws  of  interference.  Why  p 
What  are  those  laws  of  interference  ?  Naturally 
the  primary  question  of  importance  for  all  life,  be 
it  animal  or  vegetable,  is  food  supply,  and  our 
knowledge  of  natural  history  acquaints  us  with 
the  fact  that  in  many  instances  there  is  preferen 
tial  selection  in  this  respect. 

Let  us  examine  our  coasts  or  breeding-ground 
for  any  unpropitious  circumstance  relating  to 
this. 

That  the  condition  of  our  shores  has  materially 
changed  for  the  worse  in  late  years  I  trust  you 
will  admit.  The  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams 
has  in  many  instances  exterminated  the  fish  with 
which  they  were  stocked,  especially  in  mining  and 
manufacturing  districts,  and  the  baneful  influence 
extends  round  the  coast  at  the  mouths  of  those 
rivers  ;  also  the  numerous  towns  that  have  sprung 
up,  their  rapid  growth,  and  the  discharge  of 
sewage  in  the  sea  helps  to  disqualify  their  localities 
as  a  habitat  for  many  of  the  more  delicate  and 
sensitive  fry  that  formerly  flourished,  with  the 
result  that  one  has  to  go  further  from  land  for 
good  fishing,  where  the  bed  of  the  sea  is  scoured 
and  cleansed  by  channel  currents. 

If  any  of  you  will  walk  along  a  beach  at  low 
tide,  you  will  find  such  a  pungent  odour  arising 
from  weedy  deposits  or  growths  in  many  places 
that  you  will  readily  understand  how  rank  and 
objectionable  the  shores  have  become ;  the  relaxed 
throats  (attributed  to  chills)  that  many  visitors 
suffer  from  may  be  traced  to  the  malignant  ex- 
halations from  this  offensive  matter.  Frequent 
typhoid  poisoning  from  oysters  should  be  con- 
vincing enough.  This  condition  is  more 
deleterious  in  bays  and  nooks  where  the  trawl 
never  disturbs  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The 
trawl  was,  at  all  events,  a  scavenger  to  some 
extent,  even  if  it  captured  immature  fish  now  and 
then.  Figure  to  yourselves  the  condition  of 
mackerel — those  gross  feeders — after  a  fortnight 
in  such  neighbourhood,  and  then  determine 
whether  Nature  is  obeyed  or  disregarded.  It  is 
true  we  have  to  record  now  and  then  cases  of 
poisoning  from  eating  mackerel.  How  many 
millions  of  young  fry,  the  natural  food  of  mature 
fish,  are  annually  destroyed  by  the  precipitated 
pollution  poisoning  their  surroundings  when  they 
are  too  young  to  bear  the  pressure  and  density  of 
deep  water  it  is  impossible  to  determine. 

Young  weeds,  on  which  many  of  them  feed,  are 
covered  with  slimy  ooze  of  a  poisonous  nature 
that  is  death  to  them  as  it  would  be  to  us.  We 
may  argue,  the  ocean  is  immense  and  the  water 
constantly  changing  with  the  tides.  Granted. 
Rivers  also  constantly  flow  with  fresh  supplies  of 
water. 

The  law  of  gravity  which  forms  the  deltas  of 


rivers  is  equally  in  force  respecting  the  residue  of 
which  I  speak ;  then  let  it  be  granted  also  that 
the  polluted  condition  of  some  of  our  estuaries, 
and  of  various  sections  of  the  coast,  not  only 
preclude  the  possibility  of  generating  certain 
species  of  fish,  but  are  prohibitive  to  the  mature ; 
inasmuch  that  they  do  not  contain  the  requisite 
food  supply  in  the  condition  that  Nature  has 
elsewhere  provided.  May  we  look  upon  this  as 
one  point  worthy  of  consideration  ?    I  think  so. 

Permit  me  to  relate  two  incidents  that  carry 
weight.  On  one  occasion,  when  fishing  in  the 
Scilly  Isles,  our  boat  was  followed  by  a  grampus. 
The  old  fisherman  took  the  dipper  and  threw 
some  bilge  water  overboard,  saying  :  "  That  will 
get  rid  of  him."  "Why,  Johnny;  can  he  smell 
it  ?  "    "  Aye,  sor ;  better  nor  you  can." 

The  other  incident  occurred  that  I  should  like 
to  mention.  Two  boats  with  parties  from  the 
same  hotel  were  widely  different  in  their  success, 
although  whifiing  over  the  same  ground  for 
pollack.  Our  boatman,  an  old  salt  of  seventy 
years  of  age,  |advised  us  that  his  ragworms 
were  not  fresh,  and  that  the  fish  would  not  touch 
them,  but  if  we  would  wait  for  an  hour  we  could 
at  low  tide  obtain  as  many  from  the  clay  in  the 
immediate  locality  as  we  should  require.  This 
was  acted  on,  with  the  result  that  we  caught  114 
in  the  first  hour  with  two  lines  out,  and  eventually 
a  thoroughly  good  haul,  which  brought  13s.  to  the 
boatman.  Our  friends  in  the  other  boat  took 
about  two  dozen  altogether,  and  were  somewhat 
incredulous  respecting  fresh  bait  and  stale. 

To  my  mind  this  clearly  shows  that  decom- 
posed or  stale  matter  is  objectionable  as  food 
even  to  fish  that  can  be  deceived  with  artificial 
lures,  and  whose  voracious  appetite  will  generally 
induce  them  to  take  anything. 

We  have  here  an  illustration  of  selection  or 
choice  of  food  and  abstention  under  certain  con- 
ditions, pointing  to  instinct  of  self-preservation, 
and  under  circumstances  that  may  not  have 
received  our  attention  and  consideration  to  the 
extent  they  deserve.  They  are  closely  allied  to 
those  conditions  of  pollution  I  have  just  alluded 
to,  representing  a  law  of  interference  with  a 
natural  law.  There  is  no  incident  in  our  most 
scientific  discoveries  that  points  more  clearly  to 
cause  for  effect  than  this  preferential  selection  of 
food  by  fish;  you  have  all  experienced  it  at 
various  times,  and  may  prove  it  at  any  time,  and 
it  clearly  establishes  the  fact  that  fish  will  seek 
the  deep  waters  of  channel  currents  that  are  pure, 
and  where  the  food  is  fresh,  rather  than  the 
polluted  shores  for  semi-decomposed  matter. 
Quod  erat,  &c. 

Another  point  of  moment  forcibly  impresses 
itself  on  our  attention  is  perhaps  a  greater  evil 
attending  pollution,  viz.,  parasites  adhering  to 
the  gills,  &c.    It  is  but  a  few  seasons  since  there 
were  long  accounts  in  the  papers  respecting  the 
salmon  disease  in  the  river  Tay.    A  malignant 
fungoid  growth  appears  to  have  attacked  them, 
and  many  fish  were  seen  floating  dead  in  the 
water  covered  with  this  parasite.    It  was  remark- 
ably contagious,  and  the  fishing  for  the  season 
was  comparatively  spoilt.     There  were  grave 
doubts  as  to  whether  the  disease  would  become 
endemic.    The  cause  of  pollution,  I  believe,  was 
eventually  discovered   in    the    upper  reaches 
and    remedied,    and    the    subsequent  winter 
floods    scoured    away    the    evil.      Fish  that 
were  caught  suffering  from  the  disease  were 
poor,  and  entirely  out  of  condition,  as  if  their 
vitality  was  being  sapped  by  its  baneful  influence. 
Experts  had  prophesied  its  recurrence  the  follow- 
ing year,  knowing  that  the  fish  might  die,  but  the 
parasite  would  still  flourish  on  dead  fish,  and  if 
any  of  these  dead  fish  became  entangled  in  roots 
or  rocks  they  would  be  a  fruitful  source  of  future 
pollution.    I  must  ask  you  to  believe  that  similar 
activity    of    poisonous    matter,    bacterial  or 
chemical,  is  possible  in  the  shallows  of  our  coasts, 
precipitated,  from  outflows  of  the  nature  I  have 
already  described,  and  that  fish  are  to  a  great 
extent  capable  of  selecting  purer  surroundings  in 
deeper  waters,  although  they  should  naturally 
come  inshore   in  search  of  young  fry  and  the 
variety  of  Crustacea  of  which  their  food  consists. 


Argumentium  ad  Judicium. 
One  is  forcibly  impressed  with  Nature's  pro- 
vision.  It  is  apparent  to  any  observer  that  the 
configuration  of  our  coasts  is  exceedingly  irregular, 
owing,  in  a  measure,  to  ocean  currents  and  geo- 
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logical  formation.  The  paloeozoic  rocks  in  the 
extreme  west  give  place  as  we  advance  eastward 
to  strata  of  the  carboniferous,  permian,  triassic, 
jurassic,  liassic,  cretaceous,  tei'tiary,  and  post- 
tertiary  periods.  Some  of  these  are  of  a  much 
softer  nature  than  others,  and  more  readily 
destroyed  by  aqueous  action  ;  hence  we  have  that 
scouring  away  of  cliffs,  producing  shallow,  sandy 
bays,  or  inlets.  It  is  in  such  places  that 
the  certain  fish  prefer  to  deposit  their  ova, 
as  being  protected  from  the  stronger  currents  of 
deep  water,  and  because  the  reflected  heat  from 
the  beds  of  those  shallows  increases  the  tempera- 
ture and  aids  in  the  development  of  their  ova. 
As  long  as  those  shallows  are  pure  and  unpolluted 
the  fish  will  naturally  resort  to  them.  Let  us 
endeavour  to  clearly  understand  the  action  of 
ocean  currents  in  respect  of  such  localities,  and 
permit  me  for  a  moment  to  tax  your  patience 
by  an  illustration  bearing  on  the  point  in 
question. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  majority  of  my 
hearers  often  indulge  in  trout  fishing ;  5  so,  you 
will  have  observed  in  the  bends  of  rivers  a  silting 
up  of  sand  and  all  manner  of  debris.  This  occurs 
where  eddies  from  the  main  current  have  deposited 
detritus,  and  will  either  become  gradually  larger, 
and  alter  the  flow  of  the  river,  or  be  swept  away 
by  winter  floods.  The  set  of  ocean  or  channel 
currents  has  a  similar  action  on  our  coasts,  forming 
gigantic  eddies  or  back-wash,  and  depositing  in 
one  locality  matter  brought  from  another, 
perhaps  from  the  immediate  neighbourhood — 
tidal  influence  not  being  sufficiently  strong 
to  remove  entirely  such  matter  to  the  mid- 
ocean  currents.  It  is  possible  that  the  trout 
fisher  will  also  have  observed  after  rain 
some  miniature  brook  or  drain  from  arable 
land  discharging  its  contents  into  a  rapidly 
flowing  stream  (not  yet  coloured  with  detritus), 
where  the  current  is  not  only  swift  but  deep  and 
of  considerable  volume — that  the  pressure  of  the 
greater  volume  of  water  forces  the  affluent  to  the 
extreme  margin  of  the  river  on  the  side  which  it 
enters,  and  that  it  travels  for  a  considerable 
distance  without  being  drawn  into  the  main 
current  and  uniting  with  it — depositing  by  force 
of  gravity  the  alluvium  on  its  particular  side  of 
the  river.  Precisely  similar  action  is  at  work  on 
our  coasts  in  respect  of  obnoxious  outflows. 
I  To  be  continued.) 


THE  SUNDAY'S  SLAP. 


If  there  has  been  one  point  more  emphasised 
than  another  in  the  evidence  from  Scotland  laid 
before  the  Royal  Commissioners  at  Edinburgh 
lately  it  is  that  the  Sunday's  slap — the  weekly 
close  time — has  been,  and  is  likely  to  be,  more 
observed  in  the  breach  than  the  observance.  Of 
course  it  was  naturally  anticipated  that  witnesses 
in  the  interests  of  anglers  would  have  something 
to  say  on  this  sore  point.  It  was  looked  for  that 
netsmen  and  their  champions  could  not  but  admit 
that  there  were  wholesale  breaches  in  this  most 
important  regulation,  as  the  evidence  of  the  law 
courts  could  be  produced  to  prove  them ;  but  it 
was  hardly  expected  that  witnesses  like  Mr. 
Johnstone,  of  Montrose,  one  of  the  largest  tacks- 
men in  the  country,  and  Mr.  Copland,  Aberdeen, 
who  has  had  a  life-long  interest  in  the  manage- 
ment of  extensive  and  valuable  fishings  both  on 
the  Dee  and  Don,  would  go  the  length  of 
practically  not  only  admitting,  but  actually 
offering  the  suggestion  that  the  Sunday's  slap 
under  present  regulations  was  practically  useless 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  originally 
instituted.  The  thirty-six  hours'  close  time  was 
no  use.  It  was  pointed  out  that  on  our  larger 
river  systems,  such  as  the  Tweed,  Tay,  and  Spey, 
no  sooner  had  the  fish  escaped  the  Scylla  of 
the  stake-net  at  the  mouth  or  in  the  sea  than 
they  were  caught  in  the  Charybdis  of  the  net  and 
cobble  working  in  the  river  or  estuary ;  that  the 
weekly  close  time  on  the  sea  and  estuaries  should 
not  run  concurrently,  or  else  be  enlarged  by 
an  additional  twelve  hours,  so  that  the  fish 
which  escaped  the  stake  might  also  escape 
the  sweep-net  working  in  the  tidals  and 
beyond.  Mr.  Anderson,  Edinburgh,  another 
extensive  netter  and  angling  lessee,  put  it  very 
clearly  when  he  said  that  the  Sunday's  slap  per- 
mitted the  fish  to  escape  from  George-street  to  be 
caught  a  few  hours  later  on  in  Princes-street, 


using  the  names  of  two  of  the  leading  thorough- 
fares in  Scotia's  capital  to  illustrate  his  meaning. 

But  Mr.  Copland,  Mr.  Johnstone,  and  a  few 
others,  went  a  stage  further,  and  declared 
emphatically  that  even  with  the  leaders  down  the 
fish  seldom,  as  they  ought  to,  got  past  the  Scylla 
of  the  stake  to  be  caught  in  the  Charybdis  of  the 
sweep-net ;  that  they  seldom,  or  ever,  found  the 
opening  in  George-street  so  as  to  escape  into 
Princes-street,  however  faithfully  that  opening 
might  be  flung  open  at  the  appointed  time. 

We  have  always  had  our  suspicions  about  the 
Sunday's  slap,  but  it  was  more  a  suspicion  of  the 
avarice  of  man,  and  the  temptation  to  evade  the 
law,  when  that  was  practicaUy  left  to  himself  to 
put  in  force  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  dictates 
of  conscience. 

It  has  always  been  surprising  to  observers  how 
so  many  fish  were  brought  into  market  on  a 
Monday  morning,  say,  by  ten  o'clock,  before  the 
leaders  could  have  been  down  many  hours  ;  and 
more  than  once  it  has  been  remarked  that 
it  was  the  same  whether  the  men  had  a 
personal  interest  or  not  in  the  matter  that 
the  Monday's  supplies  were  always  the  heaviest. 
The  cat  is  now  out  of  the  bag.  The  Sunday's 
slap  is  the  sham  of  shams,  a  mere  mockery, 
a  snare  and  delusion,  and  almost  as  futile  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  as  a  mouse- 
trap would  be  to  hold  a  tiger,  to  reverse  the 
simile.  Here,  then,  is  a  pretty  state  of  matters, 
and  one  that  the  Commission  must  deal  with,  and 
that  with  no  uncertain  sound.  It  is  also  a 
matter  that  requires  immediate  and  prompt 
attention  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and 
should  be  pressed  home  to  every  member  of  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board.  It  is  not  that  the  law  is 
futile,  but  the  way  in  which  it  is  carried  out  is  so, 
and  something  must  be  done  to  make  it  effective, 
and  that  at  once.  According  to  the  highest 
testimony  of  these  interested  experts,  Messrs. 
Copland,  Johnstone  and  Co. — interested  in 
stating  the  opposite — the  weekly  close  time  only 
exists  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  in  the  brains 
of  deluded  officials,  and  does  not,  and  practically 
cannot,  exist  in  reality,  however  strictly  the 
regulation  may  be  carried  out.  This  is  the  new 
revelation,  and  it  comes,  not  from  prejudiced 
anglers,  not  from  spiteful  proprietors  and 
lessees,  who  cannot  fish,  and  must  vent  their 
spleen  and  empty  the  vials  of  their  wrath  in 
some  crotchety,  cranky  manner  or  another,  but 
from  the  very  heart  and  centre  of  the  netting 
fraternity.  Hitherto  aU  have  been  in  the  blind 
belief  that,  if  the  weekly  dropping  of  the  "  leader  " 
was  duly  observed,  and  the  regulation  strictly 
carried  out,  that  the  fish,  instead  of  going  into  the 
head  or  trap,  would  find  an  open  door  when  they 
came  to  the  trusted  leader,  and  so  escape  that 
Scylla  at  least,  to  fight  and  battle  with  another, 
and  another,  and  another,  no  doubt,  but  ultimately 
to  escape. 

All  were  in  the  blind  belief  that  the  fish  must 
find  this  "  open  door "  during  the  weekly  close 
time,  but  the  fact  is  they  do  not  do  so,  at  least,  they 
do  not  all  do  so,  which  is  what  they  ought  to  do, 
and  which  the  law  of  the  land  lays  down  they 
must  do,  else  the  law  is  of  no  effect.  All  have 
hitherto  been  in  the  full  belief  that  the  weekly 
close  time  (however  short  the  thirty -six  hours 
may  have  been  in  the  estimation  of  some)  was  a 
grand  instihition  in  itself,  both  for  the  purposes 
of  sport  and  for  the  margin  of  brood  fish  for  the 
river.  Well,  no,  not  all.  Fishermen  have  been 
long  cognisant  of  the  futility  of  the  weekly  close 
time  under  present  regulations,  but  it  was  to 
their  interest  to  keep  it  dark.  Anglers,  too,  and 
other  observers  knew  perfectly  well  that  every 
fish  working  along  the  stretch  of  stake-net  did 
not  find  the  "  open  door  "  at  the  most  opportune 
moment,  and  was  thus  guided  into  the  trap,  from 
whence  there  was  no  return.  But  it  was  thought 
that  it  was  only  the  odd  fish  that  was  trapped, 
and  that  the  bulk  of  the  shoal  escaped  thi-ough 
the  breach  in  the  wall  of  cord.  On  the  other 
hand  it  is  the  odd  fish  that  escapes,  and  the  bulk 
that  are  regularly  caught,  and  killed,  and  trans- 
ported to  market  as  if  no  weekly  slap  existed. 
Who  can  say  that  the  Monday  mornings'  returns, 
big  as  they  undoubtedly  are,  fully  represent  the 
whole  of  the  fish  taken  ?  They  may  do  so  when 
fish  are  scarce,  but  we  fear  they  do  not  when  an 
extra  big  haul  comes  ashore.  In  this,  as  in  other 
ways,  the  tacksman  knows  how  to  hold  his 
hand. 


No  wonder,  then,  that  the  lifting  of  the  leaders 
is  such  a  perfunctory  measure  in  the  eyes  of 
many  netsmen,  and  that  in  reality  it  is  an  empty 
form,  that  the  men  shirk  on  the  slightest  excuse 
of  a  storm  or  ground  swell.  They  know  in  their 
hearts  that  they  are  breaking  the  law  when  they 
do  not  have  them  up  on  a  Saturday  night  by 
6  p.m.,  but  they  know  also  that  it's  some  labour 
saved  if  they  can  shirk  the  duty.  Of  course,  when 
the  leaders  are  set,  and  the  net  in  full  working 
order,  they  know  that  there  is  a  certainty  of  the 
fish  being  found  in  the  bag  on  Monday  morning ; 
but  in  any  case  the  weekly  close  time  in  their 
eyes  is  a  mere  farce,  and  labour  in  vain,  even  for 
those  it  is  intended  to  benefit,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  it  is  often  winked  at  aU  round,  and  more 
often  observed  in  the  breach  than  in  the 
fulfilment  of  the  law. 

Some  of  the  Commissioners  were  anxious  to 
get  an  opinion  as  to  what  should  be  done  with 
a  view  probably  of  recommending  some  amend- 
ment of  the  law,  and  accordingly  they  got  from 
some  witnesses  suggestions  as  to  openings  in  the 
net  and  so  forth,  which  were  practical  in  the  eyes 
of  some  and  impracticable  in  the  sight  of  others. 
Now  the  Commissioners'  duty  is  quite  clear.  They 
have  not  to  recommend  a  weekly  close  time  of 
thirty-six  hours.  That  is  already  on  the  Statute 
Book,  and,  at  whatever  cost  or  trouble,  has  to  be 
implicitly  obeyed.  Every  fish  found  in  the  net 
on  a  Monday  morning  has  been  caught  illegally. 
It  has  been  taken  in  the  weekly  close  time, 
and  is  as  much  a  poached  fish  as  if  it  had  been 
taken  with  a  gaff  from  the  river  or  bum,  and 
those  who  have  taken  it — be  they  dukes  or  lords 
or  dukes'  or  lords'  servants  —  are  as  much 
poachers  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  as  the  poacher 
from  the  slums.  They  take  their  fish  by  the 
thousands,  he  slays  his  by  the  tens ;  but  they 
are  illegally  poached  fish  all  the  same,  and  have 
to  be  returned  to  the  sea,  dead  or  alive,  so  as  to 
escape  the  consequences  of  the  pains  and  penalties 
attached  to  taking  them.  This  is  the  law  as 
presently  administered,  and  all  that  we  need  is 
stringent  measures  in  carrying  it  out,  and  more 
and  efficient  detection  in  any  breaches  thereof. 

Open  the  "  sea  door  "  of  the  trap  and  render  it 
useless,  and  then  the  Sunday's  slap  will  be  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  name,  and  sportsmen  will 
have  less  cause  to  grumble  as  to  the  scarcity  of 
fish  on  a  Monday  morning,  or  for  the  rest  of  the 
week.  G.  M. 


AN  AFFAIR  OF  INEXPERIENCE. 


The  encounter  took  place  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rother  in  Sussex,  one  of  those  rivers  that  have 
not  seen  a  barge  for  thirty  odd  years  and  more. 

A  dace-loving  stream  now,  forsaken  by  all  save 
the  angler,  with  here  a  broken  wooden  lock,  and 
there  a  lichen-tinted  stone  bridge. 

The  day  was  keen  and  cold  enough  even  for 
that  cold  October,  and  I,  who  had  not  even  as  yet 
seen  a  live  pike,  sallied  forth  intent  on  the 
capture  of  one. 

In  theory  I  had  mastered  the  science  of  spin- 
ning— from  books  only  let  it  be  modestly  added— 
and  the  value  of  using  fine  tackle  had  also,  in 
theory,  been  properly  estimated. 

Nor  need  your  latter  day  Thames  expert  be 
ashamed  of  a  4in.  sprat  on  a  Chapman  spinner, 
with  silver  gimp  and  hooks  bound  in  the  shank 
with  scarlet  worsted,  with  the  tell-tale  6in.  of 
gimp  above  the  spinner  boldly  removed,  and  in 
its  place  a  yard  of  stained  salmon  gut ;  then  two 
small  box  swivels,  followed  by  an  Archer- J ardine 
lead,  and  finished  off  with  2£t.  of  extra  stout 
salmon  gut  likewise  stained. 

That  fatal  6in.  of  gimp  above  the  spinner  was 
removed  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  and  then 
only  on  condition  that  it  should  be  replaced  after 
the  first  fish  had  bitten  through  the  gut.  Seem- 
ingly a  paradox,  and  yet  the  means  justified  the 
end. 

Ten  o'clock  found  me  near  an  old  mill  which 
Constable  thought  worthy  of  immortality,  and 
Vicat  Cole  has  not  disdained.  Eleven  o'clock,  and 
my  stock  of  Chapman  spinners,  three  in  number, 
were  hanging  gracefully — like  Christmas  tree 
appendages — from  three  bushes  on  the  opposite 
bank.  My  rod  and  line  and  reel  were  grate- 
fully intact,  and  three  preserved  sprats  still 
remained  snugly  stowed  in  theii-  tin  box. 

So  much  for  a  beginner's  first  attempt.  I 
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enlisted  the  sympathy  of  a  passing  native  on  the 
opposite  bank,  who  kindly  removed  a  spinner 
from  the  nearest  bush  and  hurled  it  across  the 
stream.  He  also  hurled  advice,  which  I  dis- 
regarded, inasmuch  as  it  insinuated  that  I  was 
trespassing  on  private  ground. 

Two  hours  later  found  me  on  a  dismantled  lock 
eating  sandwiches,  and  wondering  vaguely  what 
I  should  do  when  the  last  and  only  sprat  had 
gone  the  way  of  the  rest.  Another  source  of 
trouble  to  me  was  my  gaff.  Not  only  was  it  so 
far  worse  than  useless  and  sadly  in  the  way,  but 
people  smiled  when  they  saw  it.  When  I  say 
people,  I  refer  to  two  small  boys  and  one  man. 

Lunch  over,  and  the  second  pipe  smoked 
through,  the  last  sprat  was  put  up  carefuUy  and 
then  drawn  through  the  water  just  under  the 
bank  to  ascertain  if  the  bait  had  its  proper  spin. 
Half-way  through  the  draw  the  rod  top  remained 
stationary  and  the  line  was  taut.  At  this  moment 
a  moorhen  up-stream  was  idly  attracting  my 
attention,  and  so  I  did  no  more  than  gently  pull 
at  the  line  to  free  it  from  the  weed.  The  rod 
lunged  back  with  such  a  nasty  vindictive  tug 
that  I  almost  jumped  with  sheer  fright.  It  was 
my  first  pike,  and  it  fought  all  unseen  below 
water  jast  as  one's  first  pike  should  do — vicious, 
uncertain,  and  wholly  invisible — till  suspense 
became  painful,  and  then  it  leapt  into  blue  air 
and  showed  me  25ft.  of  mottled  belly  and 
tail. 

Tears  of  disappointment  filled  one's  eyes.  Under 
water  the  brute  pulled  as  only  twenty  odd  pounds 
could  pull,  surely,  and  just  as  one  had  decided 
that  the  clock  must  be  removed  from  the  mantel- 
piece at  home  to  make  roam  for  this  stufEed 
monster,  lo!  a  swirl  and  a  gasping  leap  disclosed  its 
true  dimensions — possibly  61b.  Nevertheless,  when 
that  gleaming  2^ft.  of  belly  and  tail  hung  impaled 
on  the  gaff  in  mid- journey  to  the  bank,  I  was  a 
happy  lad  indeed.  Not  quite  so  happy,  perhaps, 
when  the  brute  closed  on  my  hand  in  extracting 
the  flight  from  its  throat,  game  to  the  last,  and 
dying  hard.  Its  eyes,  red  as  the  autumn  leaves 
on  which  it  lay,  gleamed  a  sullen  defiance,  and 
for  the  first  time  one  rec  Jgnised  the  true  character 
— writ  large  on  its  snout  and  forehead — of  this 
depraved  tyrant. 

My  lastjsprat  and  spinner  were  chawed  to  pieces. 
Along  the  Rother  valley  the  white  mist  curled 
and  rolled  forward  as  the  sun  fell  behind  the 
blue  South  Downs,  and  so  one  reeled  up  for  the 
day. 

The  old  mill  loomed  up  by  the  riverside  after 
an  hour's  walk,  and  the  lights  of  the  quiet  Sussex 
village  beyond  beckoned  of  warmth  and  comfort. 
The  kitchen  scales  of  the  inn  assessed  the  burden 
of  the  past  three  miles  at  61b.,  good  weight. 

The  following  day  saw  my  prize  in  London, 
carried  in  triumph  to  the  house  of  an  old  Thames 
pike  fisherman,  and  that  same  night,  basted  and 
served  with  rich  gravy  and  other  good  things,  and 
washed  down  with  red  wine,  we  tasted  my  first 
pike.    S.  S. 


THE  FICKLE  GRAYLING. 


It  is,  I  suppose,  only  natural  that  the  grayling, 
being  a  "  ladylike  "  fish,  should  be  uncertain,  coy, 
and  hard  to  please,  and  as  variable,  too,  in  taste 
as  the  most  whimsical  and  fastidious  amongst 
the  fair  sex  in  this  little  island  of  ours.  Whether 
it  be  from  want  of  frost  or  lack  of  volume  in  the 
rivers,  grayling  fishing  this  season,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  has  been  so  far  not  only  indifferent, 
but  distinctly  bad.  On  the  Kennet  empty  bags 
certainly  have  not  been  the  exception — rather 
the  reverse — and  on  other  waters  where  the  fly 
alone  is  permitted  to  be  used  if  an  angler  has 
happened  to  creel  a  brace  of  respectable  fish  he 
has  considered  himself  a  pretty  fortunate 
individual.  There  have,  without  doubt,  been 
times  when  they  have  risen  well,  but  on  these 
occasions  the  grayling  fisher  has  generally  been 
far  away  and  the  streams  deserted. 

Not  many  days  since  I  had  the  gratification  of 
receiving  an  invitation  to  fish  a  famous  southern 
preserve  in  which  grayling  are  not  only  fairly 
plentiful,  but,  what  is  of  more  importance,  of  rare 
proportions.  In  the  May  Fly  time  fish  have  been 
landed  up  to  41b.  in  weight,  with  numbers  of  from 
21b.  to  31b.  apiece.  When  previously  visiting  this 
same  water,  I  have  taken  fish  just  over  ha&  the 
first -mentioned  figure;  but  my  ambition  was  to 


become  the  possessor  of  a  real  specimen — some- 
thing I  could  have  made  beautiful  for  ever  at 
Cooper's  and  hang  upon  the  wall  of  my  own  par- 
ticular sanctum  to  be  gazed  upon  and  admired 
for  the  rest  of  my  days.  So  on  a  certain  evening, 
when  there  was  just  a  suspicion  of  frost  in  the 
air,  I  found  myself  being  whii-led  as  fast  as  a 
South- Western  express  could  take  me  tO  a 
countiy  station,  as  to  the  name  of  which,  how- 
ever, I  shall  be  as  dumb  as  a  clock  that  has  run 
down.  The  village  mustered  some  two  thousand 
inhabitants,  including  children,  of  which  there 
were  any  number,  and  one  small  street.  In  the 
latter  there  were  no  fewer  than  five  inns,  where 
the  farm  labourers,  who  form  a  not  inconsiderable 
proportion  of  the  population,  congregate  nightly 
to  talk  shop,  while  away  part  of  the  long  winter 
evenings,  and  lighten  themselves  of  part  of  their 
semi-starvation  wage  of  half-a-sovereign  per  week, 
a  third  of  which  sum  at  least  goes  for  cottage 
rent !  I  could  say  more  on  this  subject,  but  it 
would  hardly  be  deemed  apro}ios  to  catching,  or 
trying  to  catch,  grayling. 

I  found  most  cosy  quarters  at  one  of  the  afore- 
said inns,  and  made  an  early  start  next  morning, 
being  on  the  water  just  before  10  a.m.  The  out- 
look was  enough  to  damp  the  ardour  of  all  but 
the  most  resolute  and  badly  fever-bitten  grayling 
fishermen — those,  I  mean,  who,  be  the  water  what 
it  may,  the  wind  blowing  anything  from  a  gale  to 
a  gentle  rippling  breeze,  and  the  weather  a 
regular  soaker  or  bright  sunshine,  will  never  cry 
done  and  give  up  the  game.  In  the  first  place, 
the  hatches — there  were  several  of  them  at  the  top 
of  the  water — were  all  down,  the  water  being 
distributed  by  means  of  carriers  over  the  meadows 
contiguous  to  the  stream,  and  the  river  was,  as  a 
consequence,  dead  low  and  terribly  slack.  The 
weeds,  naturally,  were  somewhat  of  a  nuisance ; 
nothing  was  up  in  the  way  of  fly,  and  not  a  fin 
was  stirring.  I  left  the  shailows  severely  alone, 
and  carefully  explored  some  of  the  deeper  por- 
tions of  the  river. 

By  fishing  wet  with  the  tiniest  of  Green 
Insects  on  a  cast  of  gossamer  gut  I  hooked  a 
couple  of  grayling,  one  a  real  good  fish,  but  the 
extremely  fine  point  would  not  stand  the  twisting 
play  so  characteristic  of  a  grayling,  and  gave 
way. 

Nothing  daunted,  I  substituted  another  link  of 
this  frail  material,  as  it  was  no  earthly  use 
rigging  up  anything  coarser,  and  soon  had  a 
second  attractive  nondescript  at  work.  I  was 
successful  in  getting  into  another  fish,  but  only 
held  that  for  a  few  seconds,  when  the  hold  gave 
way  this  time,  and  we  parted  company. 

As  twelve  o'clock  approached  I  was  told  by  my 
well-informed  gillie  that  a  rise  of  fly  might  be 
confidently  expected,  and,  sure  enough,  there  was 
a  grand  muster  of  Pale  Olives,  lovely  Blue  Duns, 
and  Dark  Quills.  A  fish  or  two  began  to  show 
themselves,  and  my  spirits  rose  fully  cent,  per 
cent.  But  now  one  of  those  bad  word  provoking 
incidents  happened  with  which  those  who  cast  a 
line  on  rivers  dammed  up  here  and  there  by 
hatches  are  too  familiar.  The  farmer  who  had 
diverted  the  stream  into  his  fields  having  suffi- 
ciently irrigated  his  land,  the  hatches  were 
suddenly  raised.  The  result  was  that  the  river 
came  teai-ing  down,  bringing  with  it  no  end  of 
weeds,  dead  leaves,  and  other  refuse,  stirring  up 
the  mud  or  sand  at  the  bottom  of  the  stream,  and 
discolouring  the  water  so  much  that  it  resembled 
the  muddy  Wey  rather  than  a  bright,  rippling 
chalk  stream.  The  fly  was  up  in  myriads,  but 
sailed  along  on  the  surface  unnoticed  by  either 
trout  or  grayling.  I  tried  a  gaudy  fly  for  some 
time  downstream,  but  failed  to  get  the  faintest 
resjionse  or  pull  from  aught  save  floating  weeds. 
There  was  absolutely  nothing  to  do  but  to  resign 
one's  self  to  the  inevitable.  I,  luckily,  had  per- 
mission accorded  me  for  two  days,  and  hoped  that 
by  the  morrow  the  water  would  have  cleared 
again,  and  that  I  should  not  have  to  acknowledge 
such  an  utter  blank  as  I  experienced  at  the  first 
time  of  asking. 

On  the  second  morning  when  I  put  in  an 
appearance  a  slight  mist  was  falling.  The  clouds 
looked  particularly  heavy  and  watery ;  but, 
although  at  intervals  there  was  a  nasty  drizzle,  it 
was  not  sufficient  to  put  a  stop  to  fishing.  The 
water  by  this  time  had  fined  down,  and  was, 
apparently,  in  the  very  pink  of  perfection;  but 
the  result  showed  that  the  performance  of  the 
previous  day  had  affected  the  graylings'  rising 


qualities,   for  they  rose  in  a  most  indifferent 
manner.    The  hatch  of  fly  was  smaller  and  less 
varied  in  character.   This  would  have  been  an 
advantage  had  the  fish  been  on  the  move,  for, 
with  a  big  rise,  the  fish  could  pick  and  choose. 
This,  in  the  case  of  only  a  limited  lot  of  fly,  they 
could  not  do  to  the  same  extent,  and  the  angler's 
prospects  would  be  improved.  Until  mid-day  I  had 
only  creeled  a  brace  of  small  fish,  which  were  put 
back  again,  and  a  nice  trout,  which,  by  reason  of  the 
season  having  closed  some  two  months  previously, 
had,  of  course,  to  be  tenderly  unhooked  and 
promptly  restored  to  the  water.    I  was  still  using 
the  tiny  Green  Insect,  or,  rather,  a  modification  of 
it,  after  an  idea  fortuitously  found  flourishing  in 
my  fertile  fancy,  and  the  first  bond  fide  grayling 
rise  I  espied,  after  walking  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
down  stream,  I  set  to  work  to  tackle.    It  was  a 
longish  cast,  with  a  heap  of  sedges  in  my  rear. 
The  fish  was  a  good  twenty  yards  away,  close  to  the 
opposite  bank.   After  a  couple  of  casts  which  fell 
short  I  covered  the  grayling,  and  it  took  the 
proffered  lure  sweetly.    A  few  borings  and  rollings 
over  and  over,  and  a  little  exciting  fun  getting  it 
through  some  weeds,  and  the  first  respectable 
grayling  of  the  day  was  admired.    It  was  not  a 
monstei-,  but   it  went  by  the  pocket  balance 
lib.  9oz.,  and  was  a  bright  and  beautiful  fish. 
The  fly  which  came  on  about  mid-day  did  not 
bring  many  rises  about,  although  trout  of  all 
sizes  were  greedily  sucking  it  down.    Now  and 
then  a  fainthearted  rise  would  be  observed  coming 
undoubtedly  fi'om  TJiymallus,  but  all  artificials 
presented  were  unnoticed.    Patterns  of  those  on 
the  water  were  tried,  and  such  acknowledged 
killers  as  Apple  Greens,  Wickhams,  Bumbles  of 
sorts,  including  the  popular  Honey  Dun  Bumble, 
which  is  an  out  and  out  grayling  fly,  and  other 
nondescripts  galore.     But  there  was  absolutely 
no  response  for  a  long  time,  in  fact  until  the 
short  rise  was  over  and  done  with.  Again 
I  had  recourse  to  the  wet  fly,  putting  up  a 
Bed  Tag  for  a  change.     In  one  hole  where 
grayling  are  generally  to  be  found  I  had  a  bit 
of  a  shock  and  a  severe  disappointment.  Here 
a  big  fish  took  the  fly  and  I  felt  what  I  imagined 
to  be  the  usual  dead  pull  and  boring  of  a  grayling, 
but  there  were  none  of  the  gyrations  they  gener- 
ally indulge  in.  Still,  though  I  am  not  versed  in  the 
mysteries  of  the  turf  or  I  would  have  wagered  all 
I  possessed  to  a  straw  that  I  had  hooked  a 
huge  grayling.    I  handled  it  with  infinite  care 
while  it  kept  to  the  bottom  of  the  hole.   But  I 
speedily  discovered  that  my  hoped  for  41b.  gray- 
ling was  a  trout  2oz.  over  that  weight!    Then  I 
gave  it  the  butt  most  unmercifully,  and  held  it  as 
tightly  as  wax,  to  see  whether  my  fine  point 
would  stand  the  strain.    Of  course  it  did  not 
break,  although,  perhaps,  had  I  hooked  such  a 
beautiful  fish  in  proper  season  such  impudent 
tactics  would  have  ended  in  a  smash.   The  trout 
made  a  lot  of  commotion  in  the  water ;  but  in  less 
than  a  minute  I  had  it  out,  admired  it,  and 
returned  it  for  someone  else  to  catch  next 
spring.    Every  likely  bit  of  water  I  fished  for  a 
couple  of  hours  thereafter,  and  took  a  brace  of 
small  grayling  and  another  trout,  putting  all  back 
again.    At  last  I  made  my  catch  into  a  brace  by 
capturing,  with  the  Red  Tag,  a  perfect  love  of  a 
fish,  like  a  bar  of  burnished  silver.    It  went  only 
lib.,  but  it  looked  well  by  the  side  of  the  larger 
one  I  had  grassed.    This  was  all  I  could  show  for 
the  best  part  of  a  couple  of  days'  hard  work  and 
painstaking  fishing  on  one  of  the  choicest  and 
best  stocked  rivers  in  the  county  of  Hants. 

The  Chiel. 


WINTER  ROACH  FISHING. 


There  is  for  me  a  strange  fascination  even  in 
the  very  words  "  winter  roach  fishing."  As  I 
write  them  my  thoughts  go  back  many  years  to 
the  first  time  I  indulged  in  it ;  in  imagination  I 
can  see  the  dear  old  backwater  with  its  deep, 
quiet  pools,  and  can  hear  the  noise  of  the  rushing 
waters  over  the  weir  some  200  yards  above  the 
dreamy  nook  in  it  where  I  have  spent  many  a 
happy  winter  day  in  quest  of  my  favourite  quarry, 
the  roach.  On  one  side  of  it  the  water  rushes 
down  seawards  in  mad  haste  ;  on  the  other  there 
is  almost  an  entire  absence  of  stream  even  when 
the  water  is  in  flood,  in  fact  it  is  the  very  beau- 
ideal  of  a  spot  for  winter  roach  fishing.  Happy 
was  I  when  by  great  good  luck  I  discovei-ed  it,  and 
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ever  dear  to  me  will  be  the  memory  of  days  spent 
by  its  side. 

Winter  roach  fishing,  of  course,  like  everything 
else,  has  its  drawbacks,  but  these  I  think  are  far 
surpassed  by  the  enjoyment  and  many  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  it.  The  principal  objections 
which  present  themselves  are  the  shortness  of  the 
days  and  the  liability  to  take  cold,  if,  as  is  often 
the  case,  the  weather  is  very  inclement ;  but  the 
latter  drawback  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  if  the 
angler,  like  Sam  Weller's  polar  bear,  is  weU 
"  wropped  up,"  and  takes  the  precaution  to  wear 
thick  waterproof  boots.  Its  advantages  are 
many.  The  angler  is  much  more  likely  to  have 
the  swim  to  himself,  for  the  butterfly  angler  who, 
in  summer  and  autumn,  flits  from  swim  to  swim, 
has  packed  away  his  rod  for  the  season,  the  last 
of  the  pleasure  boats  has  ceased  to  disturb  the 
fish  and  fisherman,  and  in  many  rivers  that  great 
curse  to  anglers,  the  steam  launch,  is  conspicuous 
by  its  absence. 

Then,  too,  compared  with  summer  fishing,  take 
the  roach  themselves.  In  the  month  of,  say,  July 
or  August,  these  fish  are  usually  in  bad  condition, 
dirty,  often  being  fuU  of  spawn,  feed  in  a  nibbling, 
half-hearted  fashion,  particularly  the  larger 
specimens,  and  give  but  little  sport  when  hooked. 
But  in  the  winter  months  a  change  comes  over 
them.  They  are  clean,  bright,  and  truly  hand- 
some fish,  when  hooked  pluckily  disputing  every 
inch  that  separates  them  from  the  angler's  net. 
How  different,  too,  their  style  of  biting.  No 
nibbling  then,  no  tantalising  dancing  of  the  float, 
but  usually  a  complete  and  sudden  disappearance 
of  it  beneath  the  surface  betokens  the  fact  that  a 
large  roach  is  determined  to  do  business.  Then, 
too,  that  great  drawback  to  summer  fishing,  the 
weeds,  have  rotted  down  and  been  swept  away 
seawards,  no  longer  affording  food  and  shelter 
for  the  fish ;  and  this  in  itself  should  be  sufficient 
proof  that  roach  fishing  in  winter  is  well  worth 
following,  and  followed  it  most  certainly  is  by  an 
ever  increasing  army  of  anglers,  and  if  by  chance 
these  lines  should  induce  others  to  indulge  in  it 
they  will,  I  feel  sure,  never  regret  it.  , 

With  regard  to  the  best  tackle  to  use,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  should  be  very  strong,  and  need 
not  be  quite  so  fine  as  for  summer  fishing,  unless, 
indeed,  the  water  be  exceedingly  clear,  and  even 
then  the  hooks  might  be  somewhat  larger.  No.  9 
or_No.  10  being,  I  think,  quite  small  enough,  but 
this,  of  course,  to  a  great  extent  depends  on  the 
baits  employed.  Of  these  there  are,  of  course,  a 
great  variety,  but  personally  I  pin  my  faith  to 
three  only,  and  if  no  sport  is  met  with  with  either 
of  them  it  is  best  to  seek  another  swim  or  con- 
clude the  fish  are  not  feeding  and  pack  up.  One 
of  these  is  gentles,  the  larger  the  better;  but 
strange  to  say,  with  gentles  I  generally  find  the 
smallest  fish  are  taken,  and  infinitely  prefer  bread- 
crust  or  lobworms,  the  former  if  the  water  is 
clear,  the  latter  always  if  it  is  clouded.  The 
breadcrust  should  be  cut  into  small  cubes  suitable 
to  the  size  of  the  hook.  A  truly  killing  bait  is 
this,  and  one  that  finds  favour  in  every  stream  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  fishing.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  both  for  this  bait  and  also  for  worms  the 
binding  of  the  hook  should  be  coloured  a  pale  red, 
for  gentles  it  should  be  white ;  both  these,  I 
think,  are  respectively  infinitely  better  than  black. 
For  worms  the  shank  of  the  hook  might  with 
advantage  be  somewhat  longer  than  for  bread  cubes, 
and  the  hook  itself  a  size  or  two  larger.  The 
worms  themselves  should  be  small,  well-scoured 
lobs,  as  they  are  then  much  tougher,  and  only  a 
part  used  for  one  bait. 

My  reason  for  recommending  that  the  tackle  for 
winter  roach  fishing  should  be  strong  and  might 
be  somewhat  stouter  than  for  summer  fishing  is 
that  very  frequently  in  a  swim  baited  up  in  the 
winter  very  large  chub  or  specimen  perch  are  met 
with,  and  will  nearly  always  take  the  bait, 
particularly  if  worms  are  employed,  and  often,  if 
the  angler  is  using  fine  di'awn  gut,  a  breakaway 
results,  and  what  might  prove  to  be  a  good  prize 
is  lost ;  the  like  remark,  of  course,  applies  if  the 
roach  are  running  large.  Great  care  in  the 
striking  and  playing  of  a  21b.  roach  is  necessary 
before  the  fish  can  be  brought  to  net. 

Before  baiting  up  a  swim  for  winter  roach 
fishing  it  is  desirable  that  the  bottom  should  be 
thoroughly  well  raked,  as  invariably  there  is  a 
deposit  of  rotten  weeds  and  decayed  leaves  upon 
it,  and  if  these  are  not  removed  some  of  the 
ground  bait  is  wasted;  moreover,  as  the  angler 


should  fish  on,  or  very  close  to  the  bottom,  his 
hook  bait  would  often  catch  in  them,  causing  the 
float  to  be  drawn  under  as  if  by  a  fish,  resiilting  in 
a  needless  strike,  loss  of  bait,  if  bread  crust  or 
paste  were  used,  and,  of  course,  disappointment 
to  the  fisherman. 

For  ground  bait,  well-soaked  bread  and  bran, 
thoroughly  kneaded  together,  would  be  found 
very  suitable,  and  if  the  swim  is  to  be  baited 
overnight,  barley  flour  should  be  added ;  this 
would  bind  the  other  components  thoroughly 
together.  It  is,  however,  very  feeding,  and  very 
little  indeed  of  it  should  be  used  if  the  angler 
intends  fishing  almost  directly  he  has  baited.  At 
all  times  the  ground  bait  shoiild  be  used  sparingly, 
and  if  thrown  in  when  fishing  is  going  on,  should 
not  be  made  up  into  hard  balls,  but  be  cast  in 
loosely,  being  only  slightly  worked  up  with  the 
hands. 

In  choosing  a  swim  for  winter  roach  fishing  it 
is  advisable  to  select  one  of  a  fair  depth,  in  some 
quiet  nook  or  lay  bye  well  out  of  the  stream,  and 
if  the  river  be  in  flood  the  closer  this  is  to  the 
bank  the  more  likely  the  angler  will  be  to  meet 
with  sport,  particularly  if  he  is  using  worms, 
which  under  such  conditions  would,  I  consider,  be 
always  found  the  best  bait.  Great  care,  however, 
should  be  taken  to  be  as  quiet  as  possible  on  the 
bank,  and  if  a  large  fish  be  hooked,  endeavours 
should  be  made  to  induce  it  to  move  a  little  way 
out  of  the  swim,  so  that  its  struggles  may  not 
alarm  the  other  occupants. 

In  conclusion,  whilst  I  do  not  claim  that  there 
is  anything  new  or  original  in  this  short  article, 
yet  I  venture  to  express  a  hope  that  it  may  prove 
useful  to  some  of  the  readers  of  this  paper,  and  if 
it  also  is  the  means  of  inducing  them  to  try 
their  hand  and  further  secures  for  them  sport 
similar  to  that  I  have  often  enjoyed,  I  shall  not 
have  written  in  vain  these  few  lines  on  "winter 
roach  fishing."  Chas.  A.  Bbyant. 


FISH  CULTURE. 


THE  EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S  FISH 
HATCHERIES. 
Mr.  Fbilding,  Director  of  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's 
Fish  Hatcheries,  sends  us  the  following  par- 
ticulars ; 

Dear  Mb.  Mabston,— As  promised,  I  herewith  send 
you  a  few  notes  on  these  hatcheries. 

I  manage  these  hatcheries  on  strictly  scientific  principles 
as  to  feeding  of  the  fish  and  keeping  each  species  of  fish  in 
the  temperature  of  water  best  suited  to  it.  As  to  natural 
food,  which  I  make  the  greatest  point  of,  I  cultivate  three 
species  of  mollusoa,  viz.,  Limnea  stagnalis,  Limnea 
peregra,  and  Pisidium  lacustre,  and,  to  a  small  oxtent, 
Pisidium  amnicum.  These  are  most  important,  I  believe, 
for  two  reasons  t  first,  they  are  the  best  of  food  possible,  and 
cause  a  female  fish  to  recover  after  spawning  quicker  than 
any  other  food ;  and  secondly,  they  eat  up  all  the  decayed 
animal  and  fseoal  matter  in  the  ponds. 

Amongst  the  crustaoea,  of  course,  I  grow  largely  the 
gammaros,  not  so  much  for  food  as  for  scavenging  purposes. 
Then  I  keep  several  ponds  which  I  connect  with  the  fry 
ponds,  in  which  I  grow  every  possible  microscopic  crus- 
tacean and  lavum,  together  with  the  best  weeds  on  which 
the  latter  live  and  hatch  oat  on.  Every  pond  is  thickly 
covered  with  "  watercress  "  and  "  brook  lime,"  Veronica 
heccabunga;  also  the  Oenanthe  fistulas  or  water  drop- 
wort,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  thickly  cultivated 
vegetable  life  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  cultivation  of 
healthy  fish,  oonsnmiag  as  it  does  aU  the  carbonic  acid  gas 
in  solution  given  off  by  the  fish,  and  throws  off  in  exchange 
oxygen,  so  necessary  to  the  health  of  fish,  insect,  and 
moUnscan  life. 

As  to  artificial  food,  I  am  sorry  to  say  certain  of  the 
ingredients  I  have  to  import  from  the  Continent,  but  I  may 
say  that  we  use  no  red  flesh,  such  as  horseflesh,  and  keep 
all  fatty  matter  out  of  the  diet.  Horseflesh,  Uver  and 
such  like,  produce  large  fish  it  is  true,  but  it  quite  destroys 
the  generative  powers  of  fish,  and  customers  will  do  well 
to  inquire  if  the  fish  they  are  buying  for  stocking  are  fed 
on  red  meat,  or  even  fish  meal  that  contains  anything  over 
4  per  cent,  of  oil  in  it.  They  will  never  get  spawners  out 
of  fish  so  fed.  They  will  be  very  big  fish,  but  badly 
marked,  and  silvery.  It  is  for  this  reason  we  do  not  sell 
fish  by  size  or  weight,  because  the  best  yearlings,  or  even 
two-year-olds,  are  not  always  the  largest,  large  fish  being 
generally  males,  or  overfed,  and  therefore  barren  fish.  Our 
prices  are  for  "  selected,"  that  is,  the  best  we  have,  evenly 
mixed  males  and  females,  or  "  unselected,"  that  is,  just  as 
they  are  netted  out. 

We  take  great  care  not  to  send,  for  sporting  purposes, 
any  badly  shaped  or  undersized  fish,  for  we  have  already 
got  an  exceUenc  market  for  these  among  fishmongers  and 
private  consumers. 

These  latter  we  supply  either  pink  or  white  "  fleshed," 
as  ordered,  and  ready  dressed  or  otherwise  for  the 
table. 

We  make  a  speciality  of  the  rainbow,  for  we  believe, 


with  Herr  Jaff6  and  many  of  the  fishery  experts  of 
America,  that  for  general  purposes  he  is  hard  to  beat. 

He  will  stand  water  of  extremely  high  temperature, 
and,  if  not  overstocked,  will  do  well  in  stagnant  ponds. 
He  has  a  very  small  mouth,  and  therefore  is  not  so  likely 
to  adopt  cannibalistic  habits  as  others  of  his  species 

It  is  true  the  brown  trout  is  the  queen  of  English 
salmonoida,  bnt  she  wants  great  cire  bestowed  on  her  to 
keep  her  from  taking  to  bad  habits  and  disease  ;  while  the 
rainbow  is  free  from  most  diseases,  and  is  a  much  more 
robust  fish,  and  grows  to  a  much  larger  size. 

Breeding  and  rearing  fish  for  sporting  purposes,  bow- 
ever,  is  our  chief  aim,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Herr 
Jaffe  reported  of  our  water  as  the  best  he  bad  seen  for 
producing  natural  food  so  important  for  raising  fry. 

I  myself  have  watched  with  interest  fish  preserves  and 
culture  all  over  the  world,  even  in  Cbioa  and  Japan,  and 
am  now  adapting  many  foreign  ideas  where  they  are  im- 
provements on  our  own. 

The  class  of  fish  wanted  by  the  sportsman  is  one  with  a 
small  mouth,  deep  body,  large^audal  fia  (to  give  him 
fighting  power),  and  especially  good  healthy  generative 
organs. 

It  is  a  beautiful  sight  to  see  here,  in  the  early  summer, 
our  fry,  httle  more  than  an  inch  long,  rising  to  the  fly. 
This  is  all  the  result  of  careful  arrangement  of  ponds 
producing  large  quantities  of  the  common  gnat  {Ciilex 
pipiens). 

We  had  this  year  a  most  successful  rainbow-rearing 
year,  the  fry  are  healthy  and  strong,  and  we  have  a  large 
quantity  to  dispose  of. 

Many  of  the  other  species  mentioned  in  the  catalogue 
we  have  a  good  stock  of,  but  we  find  this  year,  unlike  others, 
customers  are  booking  their  orders  early,  and  thus  we  are 
getting  well  booked  up  already.  We  are  shipping  rainbow 
over  to  Ceylon,  and  large  quantities  of  salmon  ova  to 
other  parts,  this  winter. — Yours  very  truly, 

J.  B.  Feildino  (Director). 

Downing,  Holywell,  N.  Wales. 


NOTES  ON  GRAYLING  FISHING. 


After  salmon  and  trout  fishing  are  over  for 
the  season  the  grayling  provides  a  form  of  sport 
by  no  means  to  be  despised  when  it  is  to  be  had. 
These  fish  are  increasing  steadily  in  certain 
streams,  and  are  quite  common  in  the  South  of 
Scotland,  where  a  few  years  ago  they  were  com- 
paratively rare.  They  are  now  quite  numerous 
on  certain  reaches  of  the  Tweed,  Clyde,  and  Ayr. 
Many  anglers  are  so  enthusiastic  upon  their 
hobby  that  the  close  season  for  trout  and  salmon 
would,  perhaps,  not  be  a  very  strong  barrier  to 
prevent  them  from  indulging  in  their  favourite 
pastime.  To  these  especially  winter  grayling 
fishing  acts  as  a  safety-valve  through  which  to  let 
their  enthusiasm  escape.  Many  others  would 
find  enjoyment  in  the  sport  also  who  do  not  think 
it  worth  the  trouble  to  take  it  up.  During  the 
winter  food  is  much  scarcer  than  at  other  seasons, 
and  the  atmosphere  clearer,  so  that  the  appetite  of 
the  fish  is  generally  keener,  and,  when  that  is  the 
case,  the  angler  has  not  so  much  to  contend  with. 
When  this  is  the  state  of  affairs,  all  that  is  required 
is  a  light  trouting  rod  of  about  lift,  or  I2ft.,  with 
reel  and  line  to  suit,  and  some  fine  Stewart  or 
Pennell  hooks,  with  a  supply  of  small  worms. 
Grayling  very  seldom  refuse  to  take  a  well  scoured 
brandling  or  red  worm  at  this  time  of  the  year  if 
it  be  properly  presented  to  them,  and  providing 
that  the  river  does  not  contain  too  large  a  pro- 
portion of  ice-cold  snow  broth.  Have  your 
Pennell  or  Stewart  hooks  tied  to  fine  di-awn  gut, 
and  fix  them  to  a  two-yard  cast  of  fine  undravm. 

The  whipping  of  the  hooks  should  be  coated 
with  red  varnish,  as  it  hides  the  tying  by  agreeing 
with  the  colour  of  the  worm,  and  at  the  same 
time  adds  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  bait.  A 
small  red  worm  should  be  put  on  the  hook,  and  a 
single  lead  pellet  (No.  3  shot)  fixed  to  the  line 
about  twelve  inches  above  the  hook.  Grayling 
evince  a  marked  liking  for  certain  localities,  and  it 
now  remains  to  find  out  these  places.  An  experi- 
enced  angler  picks  out  the  likely  places  by  a  sort 
of  instinct,  but  local  knowledge  is  as  much  as 
half  the  battle  won  in  many  instances. 

Grayling  usually  move  about  in  small  shoals,  so 
that  when  one  is  caught  there  is  usually  a  few 
more  about,  if  the  stream  is  of  favourable 
dimensions.  They  seem  to  like  a  stony  or 
rocky  bottom,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  seldom  found  in 
or  near  muddy  places.  A  broken  gullet  scooped 
out  by  the  action  of  the  stream,  gravelly  runs 
containing  boulders  here  and  there,  rocky  shallows, 
and  mill-tails  are  all  favourite  haunts  of  the 
grayling. 

After  fishing  for  trout  the  angler  picks  up  all 
the  methods  necessary  for  killing  grayling,  but 
he  has  still  to  discover  their  lurking  places  before 
he  captures  them.    Any  novice  can  pick  up  an 
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odd  grayling  or  two  by  fishing  over  all  the  water, 
but  one  who  knows  exactly  where  they  are  can 
kill  double  the  amount  of  fish  in  half  the  time. 
During  the  time  when  trout  and  salmon  spawn  I 
have  often  caught  numbers  of  grayling  near  the 
spawning  beds,  where  they  picked  up  the  ova  that 
was  carried  down  by  the  stream.     Indeed,  in 
some   cases,  by  looking  at  their   stomachs  I 
found  that  some  had  taken  up  quite  a  con- 
siderable   amount  of  the  spawn.    If  all  this 
spawn  was  fertile  it   certainly  meant   a  loss 
to ,  the  stream  in  which  it  was  destroyed.  Of 
course,  a  large  percentage  of  the  ova  that  is  shed 
under  natural  circumstances  never  hatches  out, 
and  it  may  be  that  a  lot  of  the  ova  thus  devoured 
was  unfertilised  and  useless,  but  it  is  quite 
possible  that  some  of  it,  at  least,  would  have  come 
to  life  and  maturity.    A  shoal  of  hungry  grayling 
preying  about  near,  or  on  a  spawning  bed,  will 
clean  up  a  quantity  of  spawn  every  day,  and  as 
spawning  operations  are  carried  on  for  several 
days  the  amount  of  ova  thus  destroyed  must  be  a 
large  quantity  every  year.    I  do  not  wish  to  go 
into  statistics  as  one  cannot  get  anything  like 
reliable  data  to  workj  on  in  a  case  like  this,  but 
certainly  Salmo  thymallus  is  responsible  for  a  lot 
of  harm  in  certain  trout  and  salmon  rivers.  Other 
anglers  know  this  well,  and,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
there  was  some  correspondence  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  which  proved  conclusively  that  grayling 
devoiu-ed  trout  ova.    Anglers  would  therefore  do 
good,  and  at  the  same  time  procure  pleasant 
a,musement  for  themselves,  if  they  would  do  a 
little  grayling  fishing  in  the  winter  season  and 
help  to  keep  them  in  respectable  numbers.  Some- 
how or  otlier  they  seem  to  be  increasing  more 
rapidly  than  trout,  but  this  may  be  owing  to  the 
amount  of  spawn  that  a  grayling  sheds,  and  the 
rate  at  which  it  attains  maturity.    Another  cause 
may  be  that  grayling  spawn  in  spring  when  there 
IS  generally  an  abundance  of  insect  food  for  other 
fish,  which  then  leave  the  grayling  spawn  to  a  great 
extent  undisturbed.  On  the  other  hand,  when  trout 
and  salmon  spawn  food  of  all  kinds  is  scarce, 
and  the  appetite  of  the  fish  (other  than  those 
spawning)  is  generally  sharper.  Consequently, 
they  do  much  more  prowling  to  obtain  their 
sustenance.    At  this  time  they  are  not  so  hard 
to  please,  and,  as  most  fishers  are  aware,  trout 
and  salmon  ova  forms  very  acceptable  fare  to  any 
kind  of  fish.    If  the  usual  worm  tackle  fails  to 
attract  grayling,  then  maggots  are  very  good  to 
turn  to  for  a  change.    During  some  of  the  mild 
days  which  occur  in  this  erratic  climate  of 
ours,  grayling  rise  freely  to  the  fly.    They  may 
then  be  captured  by  an  imitation  of  the  insect  on 
the  water,  or  many  fancy  flies  which  have  been 
designed  for  grayling  fishing.    These  are  now 
sold  by  nearly  every  tackle  maker  who  keeps  an 
up-to-date  stock.    Several  well-known  trout  flies 
do  well  for  grayling  fishing,  and,  as  a  rule,  tiny 
midges  with  a  strip  of  tinsel  on  the  body  answer 
best  for  that  purpose.    Personally,  I  find  that 
about  half  a  dozen  patterns  are  ample  as  a 
selection  in  the  rivers  I  have  fished.    The  Silver 
Sedge,  Red  Tag,  Black  and  Silver,  Green  Insect, 
Grey  Partridge  Spider,  and  Beetle,  all  dressed  on 
smaU  hooks,  proved  bast  out  of  dozens  of  varieties. 
It  is  very  seldom,  however,  that  one  gets  the 
chance  of  fishing  fly  in  winter,  so  that  it  is  best 
not  to  place  too  much  dependence  on  it  as  a  lure 
if  a  respectable  take  is  to  be  obtained.    I  have 
had  lots  of  sport  with  an  imitation  grub  which  I 
sometimes  make  for  trout  fishing.    It  is  really  a 
crude  imitation  of  a  caddis  grub,  and  is  con- 
structed in  the  following  manner:  A  fine  wire 
clear  hook  (No.  8  Kendal)  is  whipped  to  a  thread 
of  di-awn  gut,  and  a  strip  of  goldbeater's  skin 
18  tied  m  at  the  bend  of  the  hook.    Over  the 
whipping   a    small  quantity  of   light  cream- 
coloured  wool  is  loosely  wound  so  as  to  form  a 
plump  and  soft  body  for  the  grub.    This  wool  is 
then  totally  covered  with  the  goldbeater's  skin  by 
winding  it  on  like  tinsel,  and  legs  are  added  by 
winding  a  light  yellowish  dun  hackle  in  at  the 
head.    The  head  should  be  coated  with  thick 
shellac  varnish,  and  the  body  painted  with  rubber 
solution,  which  waterproofs  it  and  adds  to  its 
durability  at  the  same  time.    These  grubs  kill 
trout  and  grayling  well,  and  friends  have  tried 
and  proved  them  also.    When  fishing  with  these, 
fix  the  lure  to  a  length  of  fine  gut  and  cast  across 
stream,  allowing  it  to  sink  a  little,  and  then  bring 
it  very  slowly  towards  the  bank.   Always  strike 
at  the  slightest  touch  when  using  other  than 


natural  lures,  as  fish  soon  discover  the  nature  of 
a  bait,  and  eject  same  if  it  is  not  the  real  article. 
Some  of  these  artificial  baits  are  as  pleasant  to 
use  as  the  fly,  and  almost  as  sportsmanlike,  as  the 
fish  have  to  be  cheated  by  an  imitation  of  their 
natural  food  the  same  as  in  fly  fishing.  One 
thing  more  the  angler  should  bear  in  mind  if  he 
ventures  fishing  in  winter,  and  that  is,  to  put  on  an 
extra  supply  of  woollen  underclothing.  This  does 
not  hamper  the  movements  of  the  body  as  would 
a  heavy  overcoat,  and  accomplishes  the  same 
end  in  dry  weather.    He  may  feel  warm  enough 
when  standing  for  a  short  space,  but  fishing  a 
stream  for  a  considerable  time  on  a  cold  day  is  an 
occupation  which  requires  good  protection  from 
the  chilly  air  at  this  season.  A  paii-  of  old  gloves, 
with  the  finger  tips  cut  off,  are  very  useful  on  a 
frosty  day.    Leather  or  kid  gloves  are  preferable 
to  woollen  ones,  as  these  catch  the  hooks  and 
hold  water  readier  than  the  smoother  kind. 

Black  Beetle. 


THAMES  TEOUTING  AND  TWO 
LITTLE  PAIES  OF  BROWN  SHOES. 


I  HAD  fished  the  Thames  for  several  years 
before  I  tried  my  hand  with  the  magnificent  trout 
of  our  justly  famous  river. 

The  two  or  three  fishermen  I  knew,  who  looked 
forward  to  April  1  with  feverish  delight,  were,  no 
doubt  unintentionally,  the  cause  of  this.  The 
Thames,  said  they  in  effect,  is  a  fine  river,  and  all 
the  fish  in  it  are  fine,  especially  the  trout,  but 
they  are  most  difficult  to  catch.  Then,  with 
appropriate  looks,  they  talked  in  solemn  if  not 
sad  tones  of  fishermen,  real  or  imaginary,  who 
had  in  turn  stood,  or  sat,  or  kneeled,  for  many 
days  or  weeks  in  many  spring  seasons  working  a 
bait  all  over  a  weir  pool,  but  landing  only,  and 
that  very  rarely,  a  pike  or  chub,  but  never  a  trout. 

This  picture  was  far  from  encouraging,  yet  in 
spite  of  it  I  found  myself  one  fine  April  morning 
beside  a  weir  pool,  and,  to  be  honest,  I  put  my 
rod  together  with  great  misgivings,  wondering 
how  far  the  statement  "  a  fool  at  one  end,  &c.," 
was  applicable.  At  length  my  bait  was  in  the 
water,  a  lively  silvery  bleak,  and  before  it  had 
covered  all  the  likely  places  a  fish  came  at  it  with 
a  rush,  and,  while  still  haK  paralysed  with  surprise 
at  the  boldness  of  its  attack  and  the  sight  of  its 
lovely  form,  the  line  tightened,  and  the  fight  was 
on.  Fortunately  for  me  the  fish  hooked  itself, 
but  quickly  recovering  from  my  almost  helpless 
condition,  I  played  it  cautiously  among  the  old 
piles,  &c.,  until  the  netsman  had  his  chance,  and 
a  few  moments  after  my  first  Thames  trout  was 
landed.  It  weighed  just  over  61b.,  and  although 
I  have  several  set-up  fish  much  heavier,  somehow 
this  is  the  one  I  look  upon  with  most  affection. 

But  to  the  brown  shoes.  The  time  and  place 
are  of  little  moment  beyond  the  facts  that  May 
was  the  month— a  specially  genial  one— a  small 
inn  above  Oxford  the  temporary  abode,  and 
trouts  (as  Sir  Walter  Scott  called  them)  the  object 
of  my  visit.  For  over  a  week  I  was  quite  alone, 
and  practically  saw  no  one  save  the  inn  people. 
One  evening,  as  we  neared  home,  I  arranged  to 
start  early  on  the  morrow  for  a  weir  pool  some 
three  miles  up  the  river.  On  going  to  my  room 
I  stopped  suddenly  at  No.  2,  for  outside  that 
door  two  neat  little  pair  of  brown  shoes  lay 
together.  I  gazed  upon  them  with  an  unusual 
interest,  and  wondered  who  the  wearers  might  be. 
They  were  equally  small,  and  as  I  passed  on  I 
thought  only  of  two  sisters  or  close  friends,  who 
were  paddling  up  the  river,  for  had  I  not  noticed 
an  up-to-date  Canadian  in  the  boat-house  which  I 
had  not  seen  before  ? 

I  dressed  with  more  care  that  evening,  for 
I  hoped  to  have  their  company  at  dinner,  since 
the  inn  possessed  but  one  sitting-room,  for  does 
not  Carlisle  rightly  say,  "  Men  are  interested  in 
nothing  so  much  as  their  fellow  creatures."  In 
this  I  was  disappointed,  or  reckoned  I  was,  and 
now,  after  being  alone  just  over  a  week,  and  with 
little  encouragement  from  the  fish  to  go  a-fishing, 
I  felt  rather  sorry  that  I  had  determined  to  start 
so  early  in  the  morning,  for  I  counted  that  if  the 
wearers  of  the  two  little  pairs  of  brown  shoes  did 
not  eat  dinners,  they  would  surely  partake  of 
breakfast,  and  then  would  come  my  chance  of 
seeing  them,  and — well,  strange  and  momentous 
results  have  not  unfrequently  followed  such  un- 
expected and  unarranged  meetings. 


THE  NORWEGIAN  GAME  LAW. 


Numerous  efforts  are  being  made  privately,  as 
weU  as  by  advertisement  in  the  native  press,  to 
let  or  sell  shooting  rights  in  Norway.  That  being 
so,  it  is  well  that  English  sportsmen  should  be 
reminded  of  the  following  clauses  in  the  new 
Game  Law,  which  came  into  force  on  July  1  this 
year : 

Sect.  10. — The  pursuit  of  animals  and  birds  of 
prey,  for  the  destruction  of  which  rewards  are 
payable  by  the  State  or  by  the  Amt,  is  free  to 
every  Norwegian  subject.  (That  is  to  say,  that 
under  the  pretext  of  being  after  vermin,  any 
native  may  go,  armed  with  rifle  or  gun,  any- 
where he  pleases  without  let  or  hindrance.) 

Sect.  11. — Anyone  who,  upon  ground  where  he 
is  entitled  to  hunt,  puts  up  elk,  red  deer,  wild  rim, 
or  hare,  may  follow — with  or  without  a  dog — and 
possess  himself  of  it  after  it  has  gone  upon 
another  man's  property. 

Sect.  12. — A  foreigner  who,  here  in  the  kingdom 
(sic)  outside  his  own  property,  wishes  to  pursue 
or  take  game  (drive  Jagt  eller  Fangst),  shall  pay 
an  annual  sum  to  the  State  of  100  kroner  (about 
£5  10s.).  Payment  of  this  sum,  however,  does 
not  confer  the  right  to  pursue  or  take  game  upon 
ground  which  is  free  to  Norwegian  subjects. 

No  one  must  permit  a  foreigner  to  pursue  or 
take  game  unless  the  foreigner  can  produce  a 
receipt  for  payment  of  the  above  sum  for  the 
current  year. 

Sect.  13. — The  following  kinds  of  game  must 
not  be  pursued,  killed,  or  injured  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  seasons  named : 
Elk,  from  Sept.  10  to  Sept.  30. 
Red  deer  stags,  from  Aug.  15  to  Sept.  30. 
Red  de«r  hinds,  from  Sept.  15  to  Sept.  30. 
Wild  rim,  from  Sept.  1  to  Sept.  14. 
Hares,   capercailzie,  blackgame,  and  hjerpe, 
from  Sept.  15  to  March  14. 

Ryper,  from  Sept.  15  to  March  31. 
Woodcock,  from  Sept.  15  to  May  20. 
Eider  fowl,  from  Oct.  15  to  March  U. 
Sect.  33. — A  foreigner  who,  here  in  the  kingdom 
outside  his  own  property,  pursues  or  takes  game 
without  having  made  the  payment  named  in 
sect.  12,  or  who  refuses  to  show  a  receipt  for  the 
same  or  written  evidence  of  having  obtained 
permission  to  hunt  or  shoot,  when  asked  to  do  so, 


!  I  was  called  early,  looked  in  vain  for  the 
"^objects"  that  had  aroused  my  curiosity  in  a 
most  exceptional  way  the  night  before,  and  at  the 
close  of  breakfast  was  still  alone.  Should  I  wait, 
or  should  I  go  and  fish?  While  debating  this 
question  the  puntsman  came  to  the  window,  and 
said  :  "  It's  a  likely  morning,  sir."  That  decided 
me ;  but  I  must  confess  that  in  our  journey  up 
the  river  I  steered  very  badly,  for  my  mind  was 
stiU  at  the  inn.  Which  way  are  they  going  ? 
Should  I  see  them  P  Could  I  help  them  past  the 
weir  if  going  up  P  Were  they  remaining  some 
days  P  They  could  not  be  old — were  they  very 
young  P  I 

I  got  to  work,  and  now  all  but  the  fishing  was 
forgotten.  What  a  blessing  is  the  "  gentle  art " 
to  the  tired,  the  burdened,  the  perplexed  man ! 
Some  three  hours  passed,  and  I  was  watching  my 
bait  at  the  bottom  of  the  pool,  when,  raising  my 
eyes  for  a  moment,  I  beheld  the  Canadian  in  the 
long  distance. 

Should  I  fix  my  rod,  wander  down  the  bank, 
wish  them  "  Good  morning,"  and  offer  my  humble 
services  P  Perhaps  they  are  new  women,  and 
would  resent  it ! 

Slowly  the  canoe  neared  the  weir,  both  occu- 
pants paddling.  A  few  more  moments,  and  once 
again  I  beheld  the  two  little  pairs  of  brown  shoes 
which  had  caused  me  more  thought,  perhaps, 
than  the  average  padre  spends  over  what  he 
considers  one  of  his  best  productions. 

One  pair  was  worn  by  possibly  the  smallest, 
and  certainly  the  least  good-looking  or  attractive 
man  I  ever  saw ;  while  the  other  pair — well,  I 
will  only  say  the  lady  looked  much  older  and  far 
more  careworn  than  my  grandmother,  and  I  am 
not  over  young. 

We  did  not  speak  ;  neither  the  Canadian  or  the 
bank  seemed  the  least  inclined  that  way,  and  as 
the  canoe  disappeared  upstream  the  old  quotation 
"  and  things  are  not  what  they  seem "  was  left 
with  me  for  meditation  in  spare  moments. 

J.  C. 
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shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  from  100  to  1000 
kroner. 

In  the  same  manner,  anyone  who  shall  permit 
a  foreigner  to  pursue  or  take  game  upon  his  own 
ground,  or  upon  ground  of  which  he  has  the  care, 
without  assuring  himself  that  the  foreigner  is  in 
possession  of  the  receipt  for  payment  of  the  sum 
specified  for  the  current  year,  shall  also  be 
punished. 

Sect.  44. — The  King  may,  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Amtmand,  make  the  following  changes 
in  the  present  law  with  regard  to  an  Amt  or  any 
considerable  portion  thereof,  as  to  : 

(1)  The  protection  of  individual  kinds  of  game 
all  the  year  round. 

(2)  Shortening  the  shooting  season  for  indi- 
vidual kinds  of  game. 

(3)  Prohibition  of  the  use  of  certain  weapons, 
or  of  methods  of  pursuit  or  capture,  which  may 
be  considered  as  especially  injurious  to  the  stock 
of  game  or  cruel  to  the  animals. 

(4)  Prohibition  to  kill  yearling  elk  calves. 

(5)  The  beginning  of  the  shooting  season  for 
ryper  in  the  Fogderi  of  Lofoten  and  Vesteraalen 
from  Aug.  20. 

From  the  last  quoted  clause  it  vrill  be  seen  that 
the  owner  or  tenant  of  a  shooting  in  Norway  is 
now  liable  at  any  time  to  have  his  sport  entirely 
knocked  on  the  head  by  the  institution  of  a  local 
bye-law  which  may  either  abbreviate  the  shooting 
season  for  some  or  any  particular  kind  of  game, 
or  do  away  with  it  altogether.  This  can  hardly 
be  described  as  exactly  encouraging,  but  the 
spirit,  as  regards  foreigners,  of  the  whole  law  is  still 
less  so;  and  it  is  fortunate  that  across  the 
frontier  there  is  plenty  of  room  not  only  for 
Englishmen  who  are  partial  to  the  Scandinavian 
forests  and  f  jelds,  but  also  for  the  Norwegians, 
who  are  now  prevented  from  indulging  in  their 
favourite  sport  by  the  legislative  exploits  of  their 
Parliamentary  representatives. 

The  following,  written  under  date  Aug.  16,  by 
a  correspondent  from  Romerike  to  the  Christiania 
Aftenpost,  is  an  example  of  what  appears  from 
time  to  time  in  the  native  press  :  "  This  year  there 
are  many  blackgame.  The  young  birds  are  large 
and  quite  able  to  fly.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  the 
new  Game  Law  has  put  a  stop  to  the  noble  sport 
of  shooting  the  wood  game  birds  over  dogs.  For 
some  weeks  after  the  middle  of  August  the 
coveys  remain  unbroken,  and  they  sit  well  to 
setters  or  pointers,  but  after  Sept.  15  they  scatter 
and  are  no  longer  thus  approachable.  The  new 
clauses  for  the  protection  of  game  birds  cause 
general  amusement  among  all  civilised  sports- 
men, foreign  as  well  as  native." 

Aftenposfs  correspondent  is  perfectly  right. 
Anything  more  ludicrous  than  the  piece  of  legis- 
lative imbecility  known  as  the  Norwegian  Game 
Law  of  May,  '99,  cannot  well  be  imagined,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  at  the  General  Election  now 
pending  some  of  the  members  of  the  "Left" 
Party,  who  were  mainly  instrumental  in  getting 
it  through  the  "  Storthing,"  wiU  be  made  to  feel 
the  general  dissatisfaction  which  their  action  has 
caused  throughout  the  country  by  votes  of  want 
of  confidence.  Rxjgde. 


PISCATORIAL  SOOIETT. 
There  was  a  glisht  relapse  on  Monday  in  the  way  of 
remunerative  exoursioDS  following  qp^n  the  good  sport 
notified  at  the  meeting  of  the  previous  week.  Although 
copious  rains  had  fallen,  and  the  conditions  for  angling 
seemed  to  be  all  that  could  be  desired,  members  had  done 
but  little.  Mr.  J,  W.  Zaehnsdorf  presided,  and  for  once 
in  a  way  blanks  were  for  the  most  part  the  order  of  the 
day.  Mr.  H.  H,  Brown's  untiring  efforts  to  circumvent 
the  Hnngerford  grayling  have  not  yet  borne  fruit.  We 
know  that  it  is  not  in  mortals  to  command  success,  but 
the  vice-president  has  done  more  than  this — he  has  moat 
certainly  deserved  it,  for  although,  as  he  stated,  he  has 
been  down  to  this  lovely  part  of  the  Kennett  no  fewer 
than  seven  times,  he  has  not  yet  had  a  day  when  he  coold 
fairly  oast  a  fly.  The  water  had  been  troubled  with  a 
vengeance,  and  the  wind  seemed  to  reserve  all  its  latent 
energies  for  special  outbursts  whenever  Mr.  Horace  Brown 
put  in  an  appearance  in  the  Berkshire  town.  As  the 
grayling  fishing  at  Hnngerford  closes  with  the  last  day  of 
the  year  his  prospects  of  redressing  the  heavy  balance 
against  him  by  making  a  big  bag  oS  the  thyme-scented 
fieh  seem  anything  but  rosy.  Mr.  E.  Bradford,  who 
exhibited  the  magnificent  chub  at  the  previous  gathering, 
had  been  trying  his  hand  upon  coarse  fish  again.  It  rained 
heavily  when  he  was  out,  and  right  glad  was  he  when 
lunch  time  arrived.  This  little  performance  took  just 
three  hours  to  go  through,  and  it  was  not  surprising 
that  he  and  his  party  at  the  close  did  not  really 
care  whether  they  continued  fishing  or  not.  The  "  noes  " 
had  it,  and  angling  was  given  up,  the  basket  being  empty 


when  the  water  was  left.  At  Henley  Mr.  Frank  Ward 
and  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman  had  tried  for  jack,  with  poor 
results.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  and  three  friends  went 
flounder  fishing  at  Leigh,  and  as  they  could  get  no  flatfish 
contented  themselves  with  catchiag  crabs  for  modest 
wagers.  The  four  sea  fishermen  caught  one  solitary  flounder 
between  them.  The  crabs  landed  were  not  counted,  but 
they  were  hauled  out  three  at  a  time,  Mr.  W.  O .  Fletcher 
found  the  Thames  in  splendid  order,  but  all  he  could  show 
for  about  six  hours'  work  was  a  dozen  roach,  averaging 
three  to  the  pound.  Still,  he  had  infinitely  better  sport 
than  many  of  the  other  members  who  hid  been  out.  The 
hon.  secretary  mentioned  that  the  roach  continued  in  a 
sulky  humour  at  Uxbridge.  He  only  caught  one  (in  the 
eye  !)  when  last  there,  but  bad  several  dace.  Two  of  the 
latter  were  taken  with  a  fly.  It  is  apparently  not  too 
late  for  members  to  have  a  shot  for  Mr.  Frank  Ward's 
dace  challenge  cap,  as  with  a  continuance  of  mild  weather, 
and  with  a  little  sunshine  thrown  in,  this  sportive  fish 
ought  to  rise  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  It  will  be  good 
news  to  trout  fisherj  that  the  trout  at  Uxbridge  have  begun 
to  spawn.  Mr.  de  Cf  urcy  saw  several  fine  fish  on  the 
move  on  the  broad  shallow  at  the  head  of  the  water,  and  a 
brace  of  4-pouiiders  was  engaged  in  the  propagation  of  the 
species.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  reads  a  paper  next  Monday 
before  the  members,  but  the  title  is  at  the  moment  a  dead 
secret.  The  vice-president  has  always  something  amusing, 
instructive,  and  interesting  to  tell,  and  it  is  therefore 
wholly  unnecessary  to  express  the  opinion  that  there  will 
be  a  huge  muster  at  8.30  p.m.  on  the  17th  inst. 

M.  G.  B.  DE  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOOIETT. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  on  Tuesday 
evening  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  alteration  of  certain 
rules  affecting  the  interests  of  the  society,  at  which  Mr. 
James Tayler  presided,  all  points  being  expeditiously  dealt 
with.  At  the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed,  Major 
Wallington  occupied  the  chair.  The  society  will  shortly  re- 
move to  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  where  a 
very  suitable  room  has  been  secared,  and  probably  the  first 
meeting  of  the  New  Year  will  be  held  there.  However, 
due  notice  will  be  given  in  these  columns.  Both  Mr. 
Emery  and  Mr.  Tayler  have  kindly  offered  to  give  papers 
on  favourite  subjects  so  soon  as  the  society  is  settled  in  the 
new  quarters.  Mr.  Bentley  presented  a  copy  of  "  An 
Experimental  Cruise  in  a  7-ton  Lugger"  to  the  library. 
The  following  fishing^  reports  were  given  :  Mr.  Eldred, 
four  flatfish  from  Leigh,  one  of  which  contained  a  good- 
sized  eel-pout,  another  contained  two  sprats  of  4in.  and  a 
crab.  Mr.  Tayler,  fish  from  Leigh;  and  Mr.  Lewis,  on  a 
favourable  day,  twenty-one  fish  of  an  average  weight  of 
If  lb.,  and  these  fieh  were  taken  with  a  whole  sprat  as  bait. 
Tnis  experience  with  the  contents  of  the  stomach  of  fish 
above  referred  to  would  suggest  that  too  small  a  bait  may 
often  be  used.  Mr.  Parker,  at  Deal,  107  fish,  three 
codling,  including  one  of  51b.  Mr.  Zetfass,  one  pike  of 
4lb. ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  a  pike  of  about  41b.,  and  some  nice 
roach  from  Kelvedon.  Mr.  Dryden  and  Dr.  Ladell, 
twenty -nine  whiting  and  two  dabs,  from  Clacton.  Several 
members  were  recently  at  Leigh,  but  met  with  no  success. 

Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOOIETT. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at 
the  Kestaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  12,  at  8. p.m. 
Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  (of  the  Fishmorgars'  Company) 
occupied  the  chair.  About  forty  membsrs  and  friends 
were  present.  B,eports  of  sea  angling  were  read  from 
agents  at  Deal,  Scarborough,  Whitstable,  ar  d  Southend. 
Several  members  gave  their  expeiiences,  notably  Mr. 
T.  B.  Bates,  whose  four  days  during  last  week  at  Deal 
appear  to  have  yielded  good  bags  as  regards  large  whiting 
(lib.  to  21b.  each),  although  very  disappointing  as  regards 
cod.  The  hon.  sec.  announced  that  one  of  the  members 
(Dr.  Horsman)  had  found  a  parcel,  contaioing  a  pair  of 
boots,  left  in  the  railway  carriage  coming  up  from  the 
competition,  and  had  forwarded  them  to  the  office,  where 
the  owner  could  get  them  on  making  application.  Farther, 
that  Mr,  George  Vaughan  had  written  saying  that  by 
some  mistake  his  fish  basket  had  been  changed  for  some 
other  person's,  and,  consequently,  instead  of  a  IJlb. 
codling  he  had  got  a  cod  of  about  101b.  If  this  member 
can  be  found,  Mr.  Vaughan  would  write  to  him.  Mr.  Irons 
(a  visitor)  kindly  brought  up  for  inspection  of  members  a 
novel  reel,  which,  with  its  two  brakes,  was  viewed  with 
interest.  The  chairman  then  called  upon  Mr.  J.  S, 
Churchward  to  read  his  paper  on  "  Trawling  and  Pollu- 
tion in  Inshore  Waters. "_  (A  report  of  the  lecture 
and  the  consequent  discussion  appears  in  another  part  of 
this  paper.)  An  interesting  discuesion  then  took  place,  in 
which  Messrs.  Minchio,  Coleman  (Whitstable),  and  the 
hon.  sec.  took  part.  The  further  discussion  of  this 
important  piper  was  postponed  unanimously  to  next 
Wednesday  evening,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  paper  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  members  through  the  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
and  the  usual  toast  of  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charleb  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
On  Monday  evening  the  members  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Scciety  gave  their  fourth  annual  B  ihemian 
concert  in  behalf  of  the  fands  cf  the  Kingston  Victoria 
Hospital  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Mr.  A.  W.  Homersham,  J. P., 
the  popular  president  of  the  society,  who  is  also  the 
chairman  of  the  hospital  committee,  being  in  the  chair, 
supported  by  Councillor  Lyne  and  Messrs.  T.  Smith,  H. 
Offer,  F.  Arthur,  F.  Sinibaldi,  F.  Littlewood  (honorary 


secretary),  F.  H.  Amphlett  (aaeistant  honorary  pecretary), 
J.  B.  Richardson,  &8.  Lidies  were  especially  invited, 
and  the  gentler  sex  responded  well,  ({aite  half  the 
crowded  audience  consisting  of  ladies,  and  altogether 
the  concert  prjved  the  greatest  success  yet  achieved 
in  this  direction  by  the  eociety.  The  concert  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  Littlewood,  Richardson,  Evans,  Turner, 
Parker,  and  Amphlett,  had  arranged  a  mounter 
programme,  comprising  over  thirty  items,  a.id  on  account 
of  its  great  length  very  few  of  the  numerous  encores  de- 
manded cjuld  be  complied  with.  Mr.  Murray  set  the  ball 
going  with  a  pianoforte  solo,  and  the  vocalist  >  who 
followed  included  Mrs.  D'Anville,  Mrs.  Edmonds,  Madame 
Kate  HuIIett,  and  Messrs.  W.  R.  Nightingale  (hamurous), 
W.  H.  Cate  (tenor),  Fleming  (base),  Pmo  Coati 
(humorous  character),  D'Anville,  Lowe,  Wady,  P.  J. 
Holden,  Frank  Bingham,  an  I  Farness.  Recititions  were 
given  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Cate  and  J.  H.  Shearcroft. 

Daring  an  interval  in  the  programme  a  coll'>ction  waj 
made  for  the  funds  of  the  hospital,  and  realised  £5  lis.  CJ., 
swelled  with  donations  to  a  total  of  £7  ISa.  At  a  later 
period  of  the  evening,  Mr.  W.  E.  Nigutingile  attracted  a 
big  shower  of  coppers  with  his  song,  "The  Penny 
Wnistler,"  which  resulted  in  the  addition  of  another 
lOa.  9|d.  for  the  hospital  funds.  It  should  be  mentioned 
that  the  audience  were  invited  by  means  of  a  phonograph, 
manipnlited  by  Mr.  Greig,  to  exsrcise  their  charity 
towards  the  hospital,  "  the  phonographic  beggar,"  as  the 
instrument  styled  itself,  appealing  to  those  present  to 
"  give  with  a  light  hand  from  a  heavy  pocket." 

The  chairman  returned  thanks  for  thelhandsome  amount 
on  behalf  of  the  hospital  committee.  In  the  course  of  an 
interesting  speech,  the  chairman  said  that  the  hoapital 
was  approaching  its  fourth  year  of  work,  and  had  got  into 
working  order.  Although  their  funds  were  not  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition,  the  Kingston  people  had  responded 
loyally,  and  he  hoped  that  their  fina,nc3S  would  never  ba 
in  a  worse  position. 

Thanks  were  accorded  the  chairman  on  the  motion  of 
Councillor  Lyne,  and  the  services  of  the  entertainers  on 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Amphlett. 


THE  HUNGERFORD  SPINNING  APPEAL. 

The  many  south  country  fly  fishers  who  have  from 
time  to  time  been  interested  as  past  or  present  members 
of  clubs  renting  the  trout  water  of  the  Constable  and 
Feoffees  will  probably  regret  ihit  an  inhabitant  commoner, 
having  the  right  of  angling  in  the  said  waters,  fhould 
have  given  cauee  for  complaint.  The  defendant  originally 
sued  in  the  County  Court  action  was  Mr.  F.  W.  Jessett, 
host  of  the  Sun  Inn,  Chamham-street,  Hnngerford,  who 
spun  an  artificial  bait  for  the  purpose  of  citching  trout 
and  pike,  and  he  contended  that  he  had  a  right  to  do  as 
his  father  had  also  done.  This  style  of  fishing  was 
condemned  by  Dr.  Barker,  fly  fisher  of  Hnngerford,  as  a 
resident  all  his  life,  and  a  commoner  by  having  property 
in  both  manors.  He  gave  evidecoa  to  that  effect,  bjt'jre 
the  County  Court  judge,  and  said  spinning  was  very 
detrimental  to  sport,  killing  stock  fish,  and  when  a  trout 
was  hooked  by  the  spinning  bait  and  it  was  not  landed  it 
was  maimed,  and  often  died.  Judge  Lusaington  gave 
a  verdict  of  403.  and  costs  against  the  then  defendant, 
the  appellant  in  the  case  that  was  recently  argued  before 
Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  and  Mr.  Justice  PniLimore  in  the 
Chief  Justice's  C  ourt.  Mr.  Justice  Kennedy  apparently  had 
never  before  heard  of  the  famous  Hnngerford  trout  water, 
and  was  told  it  was  a  river,  a  tributary  of  the  Kennet,  on 
which  his  "  learned  brother  "  aptly  quoted  the  well-known 
line  of  Pope's  about  the  J'  swiftness  "  of  the  stream  (in  its 
anti-canalled  days)  and  it's  renowned  "  silver  eels."  The 
same  learned  counsel  appeared  as  when  before  Judge 
Lushington.  Mr.  Spokes  (Recorder  for  Reading)  repre- 
senting Mr.  Jessett,  the  app9llant;  and  Mr.  Willis 
Bund  was  for  the  Constable  and  Feoffees  of  the  "  unre- 
formed  "  bDrough  of  Hnngerford.  The  arguments  were 
of  a  purely  legal  character  except  one  fact — the  summoning 
of  the  jury,  composed  of  only  eeven  commoners  and  five 
residents,  to  make  a  bye-law,  which  Mr.  Willis  Band 
admitted  was  a  fatal  objection  ;  but  the  vital  point  seemed 
to  be  that  the  respondents  had  no  power  to  sue,  custom 
having  failed  to  be  proved  in  support  thereof  to  the 
eatisf action  of  the  learned  jadges,  who  eventually  allowed 
the  appeal  with  costs  in  each  case,  and  remission  of  the 
40s.   Notice  of  appeal  was  given.  Rus. 


ABOLISHING  THE  SOLWAY  SALMON 
DRIFT  NETTING. 
IMPORTANT  DECISION. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  ot  a  fortnight  ago  I  expressed 
an  opinion  that,  in  view  of  the  recent  decision  in  the 
House  of  Lords  in  the  case  of  the  Duke  of  AthoU  t  . 
Glover  and  the  Corporation  of  Perth,  declaring  the  Tay 
drift  nets  to  be  illegal,  the  Carlisle  fishery  boards  were 
not  likely  to  run  the  risk  of  issuing  licenses  for  the  drift 
nets  in  the  Solway  in  future.  That  opinion  has  now 
become  an  accomplished  fact. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Eden  Fishery  Conservancy 
Board  was  held  on  Saturday  afternoon,  when  the  chair- 
man of  the  board,  Mr.  Maclnnes,  presided.  Toe  question 
of  granting  whammle  or  drift  net  licences  to  n-h  for 
salmon  in  the  Solway  was  the  principal  business  broaijht 
before  the  meeting.  It  was  p)inted  out  thit  the  drift 
nets  of  the  Solway  were  preciiely  similar  to  ttiose  n*ed  in 
the  Tay,  and  pronounced  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  be  a 
contravention  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts  of  both 
England  and  Scotland,  and  if  the  board  granted  these 
Ucenses  in  future  there  was  no  doubt  they  would  be 
proceeded  against  by  law.  After  considerable  discussion, 
the  meeting  passed  a  resolution  abolishing  the  use  of  the 
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drift  net  in  Solway  waters,  and  declaring  that  no  lioensee 
tor  these  nets  would  be  issued  in  future. 

The  resolution  of  the  Carlisle  board  ia,  no  doubt,  a  wiss 
and  important  one,  and  will  ultimately  tend  to  greatly 
benefit  the  Solway  as  a  salmon  producing  firth,  besides 
imoroviDg  the  angling  in  aU  the  rivers  that  flow  into  its 
waters. 

At  one  time  the  board  issued  something  like  forty  drift 
net  licenses  in  a  single  season,  and  these  were,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  granted  to  Annan  fishermen.  The 
number  of  nets  were  so  excessive  that  salmon  have  greatly 
decreased  in  the  firth  and  rivers,  and- the  decline  has  been 
meet  marked  durin«  the  past  five  or  six  years.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  indifferent  catches  made,  the  fishermen 
were  obliged  to  ficd  other  employment,  and  during  the 
past  season  only  twelve  licenses  were  applied  for  and 
granted  to  the  Scotch  fishermen. 

These  drift  nets  it  should  be  explained,  swept  the 
cbai.ntl  after  dark  from  shore  to  shore,  and  it  was  almost 
impossible  for  a  fish  to  escape.  Drifting  with  the  tide  at 
either  the  flow  or  the  ebb  salmon  striking  these  nets  never 
escaped  as  they  were  "  hanged  "  in  the  meshes  of  the  net 
and  held  there  until  taken  into  the  boat  by  the  fishermen. 

1  o  maie  up  the  loss  of  revenue,  amounting  to  about  £50 
through  aboiiBbmg  the  drift  net,  it  was  agreed  that  certain 
licences  should  be  raised  as  follows  : 

■KT^\u^  .''A^?^^'"?;^'^  liceES3s  in  the  Eden  between  the 
North  British  Kailway  Bridge  and  the  mouth  of  the  river 
increased  by  lo  per  cent. 

fj'  '?.'l^I^^'"5?^Hall  and  Corby  Castle  general  license, 
trom  £26  5?.  and  £16  respectively  to  £38  and  £25  IO3. 
>j-;;fi  n  u  T,°^f  incense  in  private  waters  above  the 
North  British  Railway  Bridge,  from  £3  to  £4 ;  and  the 
salmon  rod  hcenoes  for  the  season  above  Armathwaite 
weir,  from  lOs.  to  153. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  £1  Is.  salmon  rod  license  be 
CDntinued  as  at  present.  The  haaf  net  license  in  the 
bolway,  as  used  at  Bowness  and  Port  Carlisle,  hi  the 
same  as  formerly,  viz..  £1  lOj.  for  the  season. 

Ihe  decision  of  the  board  has  given  great  satisfaction  to 
anglers  and  others.  Heatherbell. 


SUTHERLAND  ARMS  HOTEL  WATER 
LAIRG. 

In  view  of  the  forthcoming  angling  season  in  the  north. 
It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  the  result  of  the  past  season! 
From  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  Lairg,  the  principal 
water  frequented  by  anglers  is  Loch  Shin  and  its  various 
beats  to  Shiness  Bay.  This  loch  affords  the  bulk  of  the 
sport,  but  river  Shin,  as  well  as  Lochs  Fuarleachd,  Beac- 
nach,  Crccail,  and  other  waters,  are  much  frequented, 
i/uring  the  season  1900  the  sport  was  as  follows  :  Number 
of  salmon,  sixteen ;  weight,  215ilb,    Nnmbar  of  grilse. 

•'ir«o*^^  W^-.  .  twenty-three 

werght,  69ilb.    Number  of  trout,  1993 ;  weight,  888ilb 
Ihe  various  months  yielded  as  follows  : 

May  Salmon.      Grilse.        Fercv.  Thopt. 

June  v. -li  lub.  Z      ;■■   4  ~a.,b   ■•■  Jn 

  ^  ^4ib.  -  1  .jib.  :::  _____ ;;;  j8_^ilb: 

Totals      lij  il.3Jlb.       5  -.'[lilb.       -.'3    eoyb.      1993  mmo. 

^\®.*°i^l]?|?l~^"H'°^«-*Sf8"gated  2037,  with  a  gross 
we  ght  of  1223ib.,  or  close  on  llcwt.  The  heaviest  salmon 
of  the  season  was  a  40-ponnder,  caught  by  Mr.  Johnson  on 
•    "°       ^^^^       ^«  landed  ten  nice  trout 

The  average  weisht  of  salmon  all  over  during  the  season 
wasatnfl9  overl3Jlb.  Grilse  also  weighed  well,  as  also 
did  Fero.c  the  heaviest  bemif  7ib.,  landed  on  Loch  Shin  on 
Aug.  16  by  Mr.  Liardet,  who.  on  the  same  day  sot 
several  fane  brown  trout.  As  will  ba  seen  from  the  above 
summary  the  trout  caught  on  the  various  lochs  averaged 
about  ilb  each,  but  in  some  individual  cases  they  ran 
from  lib.  to  3>b    One  of  the  best  trout  baskets  of  the 

f^n.Ti7nl°°  "'^"^^^V^'         Buxton,  with  eighteen 
trout,  17ilb.,  or  about  lib.  each.  W.  T.  Brown. 


7.12  p.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Becoles,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Diss,  Norwich,  &o. ;  and  en  Dec.  24  (midnight  trains),  at 
1?.3,  to  Colclieater  and  Clacton  ;  12  20,  to  Norwich  and 
Yarmouth  {via  Oambridee) ;  and  at  12.25,  to  Yafmouth 
a-  d  Lowestoft.  Also  at  12  35,  to  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and 
Norwich,  via  Ipswich.  On  Saturdays  a  supper  train  leaves 
Liveroool-street  at  12  8  (nipht)  for  Chelmsford,  Colchester, 
and  Clacton-on-Sea.  On  Chriitmas  Day,  at  5.8  a.m.,  to 
Chelmsford,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  &o. ;  at  8  a.m.,  to 
Cambridge.  Newmarket,  Ely,  Lynn.  Wisbech.  Wells, 
Norwich,  &o. ;  and  at  8  55  a.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Norwich' 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &o.  To  avoid  the  loss  and  die- 
appointment  which  frequently  ccour  at  Christmas  from 
hampers  and  jjaroels  being  delayed  or  not  delivered, 
through  being  illegibly  or  insufficiently  addressed,  or  in 
consequence  of  the  labels  not  being  properly  attached,  the 
public  are  requested  to  take  care  that  all  hampers  and 
parcels  are  clearly  and  accurately  addressed,  and  that  all 
labels  are  firmly  attached  to  them,  and,  as  an  additional 
precaution,  a  duplicate  address  should  be  placed  inside 
each  package  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 


™^  Rvver  Reporters  who  want  forma  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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Time  of  Hi^h  Water  iu  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Brldite 
given  below 

30  mln,  for  Chelsea.  rbb  mln.  for  Kew. 

40  „     „  Putney.  Adrt)^*   -  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith ,  '^"")80  „  „  Twickenham 
50   „     „  Barnes.  (,86   „     „  Teddington. 

EXAMPLB  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
w  D  ^  water  at  Teddington  at  3.26,  or  85  minutes  later. 
N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMK  OF  Hi9H  Watbb  at  London  Bbid«i. 

Morning.  Evenlnfr. 

8.2.5 


Dec. 


15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 

Hi9H  Watbb  at  Ambbblbt  and  Pulbobouoh. 

H.»„,j.„      T^         ,t  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Dec.    15    8  37    ,  9 

Sunday,  „       16    9  38   !..!!!!!!!!!  10 1.5 

Monday,         ,,      17    10.50    11.21 

These  times  show  Mgh  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley. 
Pnlborough  wUl  be  2h.  40m,  later. 


8.58    9.35 

10.10    10.41 

11.12    11.42 

0.  0 

033    0.,54 

1.15    1.37 


CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheat> 
excursion  bookings  on  Saturday  and  Monday  Dec  22 
and  24  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  Diss 
Wooabridge.  Beccles  Lowestoft.  Newmarket,  CambrWge 
Wisbech    Ljno,  Pakenham,  Wells,  Norwich,  Cromfr.' 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Yarmouth,  Spalding,  Linco  n,  Edwin 
stowe.  Chesterfield,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Huddersfiej'd  Man- 
w  f^J'i/'T'P"".^'  ^«fd3,  Scarboro',  Bradford 

W«  t^'^-^'  t"-  .^^'V  24.  and  28  cheap  book: 

iDgs  to  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow  &e 
A  special  book  ng  office  will  be  opened  at 'the  Liverpool: 
street  station  from  Dec.  18  to  24,  for  tha  issue  of  ordintrl 
vl»  ''r'r  ^"^d  of  touriBt,  fortnightly,  and 

li  i  V?  Tuesday  tickets  to  the  seaside  for  use  on  f or- 
r    .  ^i"^!*'  ^0  °l>teined  at  the  com- 

pany s  We8t-9nd  offices,  51,  New  Oxford-street,  215  Edg- 
ware-road,  2,  Cockspur-street,  120,  Brompton-road,  and 
at  their  other  City  and  West-end  offices.    The  cheap 

Dec  ii*»„J99^'^-n*''^'\*°  issued  on 

•  w  F'  V^^  ^'4,?  availaVe  for  return  on  the 
ftlTl^  Wednesday.  The  cheap  Saturday  to  Monday 
tickets  to  the  country  stations,  issued  on  Dec.  22,  will  alsS 
bfl  available  for  return  on  the  following  Tuesday  or 

d/c    2l  '^9?  be  run  on 

L>ac.  21,  22,  and  24  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yar- 
mouth Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c 
Special  trains  will  be  run  on  Dec.  22,  at  8  10  a  m  ' 
to  Colche6ter,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  &c. :  at  8  43  a  m"' 
to    Cambridge.    Ely,    Brandon,    Norwich.  &c.;  at 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS, 

_  Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  Thames  is  now 
m  good  fishing  condition,  especially  in  the  lower  reaches, 
which  have  been  well  coloured  by  the  water  from 
tributaries.    In  the  higher  reaches  the  water  is  somewhat 
clear,  but  the  stream  has  improved.    There  has  not  baen 
frost  enough  to  rip  cff  the  weeds,  and  in  many  good 
Bwims  the  roach  angler  is  likely  to  be  troubled  with  them. 
Even  after  a  few  frrjsts  a  good  push  of  water  will  be 
required  to  flush  out  the  river.    Ledger  fishing  with  lob- 
worm the  other  day  iti  a  baited- up  hole  on  the  Thames  at 
Abingdon  an  angler  hooked  and  landed  a  7Jlb.  jack  which 
gave  good  sport  on  a  light  rod  and  tackle.    The  fish  was 
firmly  hooked  in  the  lower  jaw  where  it  c^uld  not  bite 
through  the  gut.    Tho  fish,  a  very  handsome  one,  was  a 
female  in  beautiful  condition  and  far  gone  in  spawn.  Mr. 
Bowman  and  Dr.  W.  Ettles,  of  the  Minories,  visited 
Shiplake  for  pike  on  Nov.  9.    G.  Smith,  the  professional, 
towed  them  up  to  the  reeds  above  the  entrance  to  the 
Patrick  stream,  and  thes  the  water  was  fished  downwards. 
Seven  runs  were  had,  but  only  two  fish  were  landed  by 
Mr.  Bowman.    Sport  at  Shiplake  has  not  been  good. 
The  water  is  clearing,  but  had  risen  on  Sunday  through 
water  coming  from  the  uplands.   At  Kingston,  Mr.  P. 
Conroy,  of  the  Anchor  F,S..  fishing  with  Knight,  has  had 
a  good  roach  of  lib.  9Joz.    There  have  been  rather  strong 
winds  to  interfere  with  roaching.    I  was  at  Datchet 
reaching  on  Monday  with  Mr.  C.  Littlewood,  Mr.  A, 
Drinkwater,  and  Mr.  B.  Pope  also  joined  us.    The  latter 
had  three  dozen  nioe  roach,  whilst  Mr.  Littlewood  and 
myself  had  two  an  da  half  dozen.    Mr.  C.  H.  O'Dowd 
and  Mrs.  O'Dowd  were  also  out,  with  Keen.  Mrs. 
O'Dowd  had  the  largest  roach  of  the  day,  a  fish  of  14|oz. 
They  had  three  dozen  roach  between  twelve  and  four 
o'clock.    The  water  was  low,  with  a  fair  tint,  but  not  in 
any  way  coloured,  whereas  at  Kingston  last  Sunday  the 
water  was  too  much  colaured.    It  has  sinca  cleared,  and  is 
now  in  nice  order  for  I'oaching.    At  Shepperton  Mr.  F. 
Littlewood  has  had  a  roach  of  lib.  OJoz.  and  some  good 
bream.    Mr.  Marks  has  also  had  bream  up  to  2|lb.  at 
Shepperton — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

— —  (Eton). — The  water  is  still  coloured,  but  is 
gradually  fining  down.  Fish  have  not  fed  well,  owing,  no 
donht,  to  the  first  few  days  of  a  thick  water,  but  should 
the  weather  be  fine  for  the  next  day  or  two  good  sport 
will  no  doubt  be  the  order,  I  fished  from  Surly  Hall  to 
Windsor  with  J.  Keeno  on  the  7th ;  result,  seven  and  a 
half  dozen  good  roach  ;  but  wa  could  not  entice  more  than 
three  or  four  fieh  out  of  each  swim.  Mr.  R  Williams  had 
three  and  a  half  dozen  fine  roach  on  the  lltb.  A  very 
plucky  act  was  performed  here  on  Monday  by  Mr.  J. 
Trinder,  a  postman  at  the  Wii  idsor  office,  who  was  out  in 
a  punt,  fishing  with  a  fellow  officer  named  Allen.  They 
had  not  been  fishing  long  whe  n,  it  is  supposed,  Allen  was 


Biezed  with  a  fit,  and  fell  overboard  without  any  warning 
into  fifteen  feet  of  water.  Trinder  at  once  jumped  in, 
swam  to  and  held  Allen  up  for  some  twenty  minutes 
before  he  could  attract  anyone  to  his  assistance.  Allen  is 
a  very  heavy  man,  and  was  wearing  at  the  time  a  pair  of 
top  boots,  and  was  insensible  all  the  time  he  was  in  the 
water.  Trinder  was  almost  exhausted  when  assistance 
nnally  arrived  — Cecil  Howlett. 

~ —  (Henley).— Having  been  too  unwell  to  get  out 
during  tbe  past  week,  I  cannot  write  from  personal 
inspection  of  the  river,  but  hear  on  very  good  authority 
that  it  is  running  in  good  condition  this  morning,  and  if  no 
heavy  rains  occur  between  now  and  Saturday  the  water 
should  be  excellent  on  Sunday.  I  have  no  knowledge  of 
any  captures  worth  recording,  as  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  hut  the  pike  are  now  feeding  badly  and  roach  have  not 
improved  much  in  their  feeding  habits.  Two  or  three 
bank  anglers  did  fairly  well  last  week-end,  but  the  greater 
number  were  once  more  disappointed.— Stanley  Mead. 

1 —  (Leohlade,  &o.).— The  Thames  at  St.  John's 
Bridge  and  the  immediate  vicinity  is  in  nice  order  for 
angling,  being  almost  bank  high,  and  though  a  little 
clouded  13  of  a  nice  tinge.  As  I  said  would  be  the  case, 
several  fine  pike  have  been  taken  in  the  district,  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  shapely  fish  of  the  season  being  got  by 
Mr.  Hough,  of  Cirencester,  a  beautiful  specimen  fish 
weighing  ISilb.  Mr.  Cambiidge,  cf  Buscot,  has  also 
caught  a  pretty  fish  that  plumped  the  scale  at  101b.,  a 
most  shapely  fish.  Mr.  Bretherton  has  also  been  busy  on 
the  jack  with  weights  of  from  41b.  to  71b.  Pike,  perch, 
and  roach  are  now  in  prime  condition,  and  so  also 
are  the  few  barbel  that  have  been  caught,  but  these 
monster  St.  John's  Bridge  fish  are  now  down  into  their 
winter  deeps,  and  are  hard  to  dislodge.  Roach  and  perch 
up  to  IJlb.  have  been  taken,  and  one  day  last  week  Mr. 
Bowyer,  of  the  Trout  Inn,  netted  his  private  preserve  close 
to  the  inn  door,  and  caught  upwards  of  IJcwt,  of  fine 
roach,  perch,  and  chub,  all  of  which,  with  a  tew  specimen 
exceptions,  were  returned  to  the  water.  Mr.  Berryman 
has  been  out,  with  sport  amongst  the  jack.  Mr.  Wentworth 
Sturgeon,  who  has  a  fishing  box  at  St.  John's  Bridge,  has, 
by  special  request  of  the  president  of  the  Archajological 
Society,  placed  specimens  of  ancient  tiles  and  pottery, 
which  he  has  found  on  the  site  of  the  old  Priory  of  St. 
John,  at  the  society's  institute  in  Hanover-square,  for 
inspection  by  experts. — The  Rambler. 

  (Richmond). — Since  the  water  has  been  a  bit 

coloured  the  fishing  has  greatly  improved.  We  have  had 
some  grand  shows  last  week  and  this.  B.  Howard,  out 
with  Messrs.  Smart  and  Bedford,  Dec.  9, 201b. ;  Job  Brain, 
sen.,  Dec.  9.  251b. ;  and  two  other  days,  one  of  241b.,  and 
one  141b.  Mr.  A.  Radnapp,  with  J.  Bridger,  on  Monday, 
211b.,  four  roach  over  lib.  (largest  lib.  5oz.).  W.  Mansell 
has  also  been  getting  from  121b.  to  201b.  each  day  engaged. 
The  bank  arglers  have  also  been  getting  very  decent  bags 
of  fieh ;  in  fact,  now  is  the  time  that  both  punt  and  bank 
anglers  should  be  on  the  alert.— Harbt  Bayley. 

  ( Htrea-l ley ).  — Water  coloured  just  right  for 

roach.  I  took,  on  Friday,  four  and  a  half  dozen  in  two 
hours,  and  one  pike,  5Jlb. ;  Saturday,  two  dozen  j  Mon- 
day, thirty-eight,  largest  roach  l|lb.,  several  12oz.  Out 
with  Bartholomew. — Horace  J.  Gardner. 

  (Teddington  Weir).— In  four  days,  twenty-one 

bream,  three  barbel,  two  jiok,  seven  dozen  roach,  and  ten 
dozen  dace  with  Messrs.  Fantley,  Wallace,  Lucas,  George 
Blanchard,  and  Percy  Curtis.  The  water  is  now  fining 
down  and  getting  in  good  condition.  All  the  punts  have 
had  good  takes  of  dace. — W.  McBride. 

—  (Twickenham). — Raining  ;  water  in  good  order. 
Good  roach  and  bream  are  being  taken  daily.  The 
Twickenham  Piscitoriils  fished  a  match  on  Dec.  9,  taking, 
with  eleven  rods,  83ib.  6Joz.,  chiefly  roach  and  bream! 
First  prize,  Mr.  Allen ;  second,  Mr.  A.  Osborne ;  third, 
Mr.  Bertie  Eatton.  Some  of  the  Oglander's  members 
have  been  pajing  us  a  visit  this  last  day  or  two.  I  have 
been  out  every  d-iy  with  satisfactory  takes. — John  Spong. 

Ancholme  District.— Waters  are  now  getting  into 
good  tone  in  the  upper  reaches  for  pike  fishing,  and  some 
nice  fish  have  been  taken  about  Brandy  Wath  and 
Snitterby.  Roach,  too,  are  in  good  condition  and  feeding 
fairly  about  Coal  Dyke  End  and  Brigg.— Thomas  Ford 
(Caistor). 

Bottisham    Iiocbs    (Waterbeach,    Cam.).  — 

The  past  week  has  been  more  favourable  upon  the  whole 
for  angling.  Having  now,  after  the  rains  and  fogs,  got 
spring-like  weather,  the  roach  have  been  coming  on  nicely, 
although  not  over  large.  Several  anglers  out,  with  forty 
fieh  to  a  rod  a  day.  Bait,  paste.  Dace  well  on  with  the 
small  worm,  this  class  fish  having  been  biting  well. 
Gudgeon  have  also  shown  up;  also  silver  bream.  Some 
days  the  pike  have  been  well  on,  seven  fish  to  a  rod  a  day 
up  to  61b.  each.  Several  had  3Jlb.  each.  These  are 
numerous  here.  River  rather  low  for  this  season  of  the 
year,  but  in  grand  condition— clean ;  also  the  bank  angling. 
Live  baits  at  look-keeper  Beasley's. — John  O.  Geoese 
(Beche-road,  Cambridge). 

Devonshire  Streams.— If  suggestions  and  discus- 
,  on  will  do  anything,  the  fishing  of  the  Devonshire 
streams  ought  to  be  improved.  A  writer  in  a  London 
sporting  paper  says  that  re-stocking  with  artificially- 
hatched  fry  is  just  the  way  not  to  do  it.  He  complains 
that  the  rivers  are  "  skinned  "  by  holiday  rods,  as  there  is 
no  limit  as  to  size  or  weight  of  Devon  trout,  and  that 
everything  was  bagged_  which  rose  to  a  fly  or  worm  !  "This 
statement  as  to  no  limit  is  something  new,  as  I  think  most 
fishery  boards  have  a  length  limit  for  trout.  The 
suggeation  is  made  that  a  suitably  nursery  stream  should 
be  utilised,  and  the  fry  kept  for  a  year,  so  that  they  may 
be  turned  into  the  rivers  at  an  age  when  they  are  able  to 
take  care  of  themselves.  The  same  writer  says  that  sprats 
of  six  to  the  pound  have  no  attractions  iEor  him,  and  that 
he  would  much  prefer  to  spend  a  whole  day  in  getting 
a   brace   of  2  -  pounders.     Now,  Devonshire  anglers 
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tvill  not  admit  that  the  picture  is  so  bad  as 
outsiders  are  inclined  to  paint  it.  On  all  rivers  there  is 
more  or  less  of  a  tendency  to  keep  undersized  fish  on  the 
part  of  unprincipled  fishermen.  Undoubtedly  the  Devon 
trout  run  small,  but  very  fine  fish  are  frequently  creeled, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  a  Jib  Devon  trout  will,  as  a  rule, 
give  as  much  sport  as  a  2-pounder  taken  in  bigger  and  more 
sluggish  streams.  A  North  Devon  fisherman  writes  to 
say  that  the  unfair  fishing  should  be  first  dealt  with,  as 
immediately  the  water  gets  low  fish  are  taken  wholesale 
by  dipping,  groping,  nets,  &c.  The  mills,  too,  on  some  of 
the  rivers  are  great  sinners  in  this  respect,  and  no  amount 
of  restocking  would  be  of  any  good  whilst  these  evils  prevail. 
Then  he  adds  significantly :  "  It  is  not  the  rods  and 
lines  which  skin  the  rivers.  As  to  size  of  trout,  they  have 
no  chance  to  live  to  grow  big  under  present  conditions, 
for  being  on  the  move,  with  every  flood,  it  must  be  a  very 
lucky  trout  to  survive  two  years." — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exster).— Weather  remains  very 
unsettled,  rain  favouring  us  almost  daily.  The  river  has 
now  had  a  thorough  cleansing,  having  been  in  flood  for 
upwards  of  a  week,  and  on  Sunday  last  there  was  a  rise  of 
5ft.  to  6ft._  of  water.  Before  this  some  fair  sport  was  had 
with  the  pike,  several  fish  from  41b.  to  61b.  being  killed  in 
the  Cowley  water,  Mr.  Street  being  one  of  the  luckiest 
rods  ;  whilst  to-day  (Wednesday)  Mr.  A,  J.  Eoberts, 
fishing  Cowley  backwater,  had  a  brace,  best  fish  81b. 
Some  good  bags  of  pike  have  also  come  home  from  the 
Tiverton  canal,  one  of  the  best  lots  falling  to  Messrs. 
Jones,  Jackman,  and  Vickary,  who  between  them  had 
nearly  501b.  weight,  the  best  fish,  a  12-pounder,  being 
grassed  by  Mr.  Jones.  With  a  spell  of  frosty  settled 
weather  sport  in  this  line  would  undoubtedly  prove  brisk. 
— Bed  Palmer. 

Fern  District  (Sontb.  Lince.  and  Camba.).— 
The  rainfall  early  last  week  flushed  the  drains  and  streams 
in  tbe  Pen  District,  but  it  by  no  means  put  an  end  to  the 
sport.  Trollers  were  busy  later  about  Dannington 
Bridge,  on  the  Forty-foot,  and  about  Deeping,  on  the 
Wellafid,  and  baskets  of  the  shark  species  have  run  up  to 
five  or  six  brace,  but  mostly  on  the  small  side.  Roach 
fishers  are  stated  to  have  done  fairly  well  in  the  Surfieat 
district  of  the  Glen,  and  in  other  places  both  roach  and 
rudd  are  fairly  hungry,  and  are  giving  decent  sport. — 
Limpet. 

Gippingf. — This  river  is  bank-full  and  of  a  nice  colour, 
and  tue  anslers  ought  to  be  getting  something  good  here. 
— W.  H.  Elsmobe. 

Grantham.— Chief-Constable  Casburn,  Snpt.  Caborn, 
and  Mr.  A.  Menzies  had  some  good  spart  whilst  fishing  in 
the  Nottingham  and  Grantham  Canal  last  Tuesday. 
Snpt.  Caborn  landed  a  splendid  pike,  which  turned  the 
scale  at  151b.  6oz.  Mr.  Menzies  had  one  CJlb.,  and  Chief- 
Constable  Casburn  one  nearly  as  large. — A.  M. 

Idle  Distriot  (ITortb  Hotts).— Towards  the  latter 
end  of  last  week  angling  recovered  from  its  temporary 
stoppage,  and  since  then  reports  have  again  been  coming 
in  of  captures  of  roach  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mattersey,^  though  now  and  again  choice  lots  of  dace  have 
been  mentioned.  In  pike  fishing  live  bait  has  lured  several 
nice  £eh,  some  of  the  best  falling  into  the  hands  of  visitors 
from  Mexboro'  and  Rotherham.  From  the  Ryton  we 
learn  that  capital  takes  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
secured  near  Blyth,  and  especially  from  the  preserved 
lengths.  _  Fishing  in  the  lower  lengths  has  been  impeded 
by  the  rainfall,  but  the  waters  are  recovering  themselves. 
— L. 

Kennet  and  Dunn.— Very  little  has  been  done 
during  the  past  fortnight  owing  to  the  weather,  and  on 
Monday  last  it  certainly  had  the  appearance  of  having  a 
change  for  the  better.  The  morning  opened  foggy,  and 
by  ten  o'clock  the  sun  shone  for  three  hours  or  so.  It  was 
then  to  be  observed  the  grayling  were  busy  rising  for  about 
an  hour ;  but  to-day  (Tuesday)  the  old  state  of  sffdirs 
exists— dull,  muggy,  and  small  rain  falling.  Could  we  but 
have  some  frosts  and  sunny  days  there  would  still  be  a 
chance  of  good  sport  before  the  season  for  1900  closes,  and 
from  what  I  can  learn  there  has  been  less  grayling  of  any 
size  taken  this  time  than  for  some  yeirs  past. — Gnome. 

Xiarb  (Barton  Mil's). —  Over  fifty  good  pike  were 
taken  from  these  waters  last  week.  One  Newmarket 
angler  took  eight  fine  fish  one  day.  Water  in  good  order 
and  plenty  of  fish.  A  splendid  pike  of  nearly  201b.  was 
taken  from  the  Rushford  Hall  waters  on  Monday  last,  and 
is  being  preserved  and  mounted.  Trout  are  busy  along 
the  Lark  stream  routing  up  their  soouis  in  the  gravel. 
Weather  very  mild. — Raven. 

Iiea. — The  river  is  now  coloured  and  more  streamy. 
Given  fine  weather,  sport  should  improve  all  round  next 
week,  especially  as  regards  roach  fishing.  During  the 
past  week  the  river  has  yielded  excellent  roach,  if  no 
heavy  baskets,  both  in  the  pounds  and  running  water,  a 
number  of  lib.  fish  being  taken  near  Ware.  Oram's 
water,  Hertford  (subscription),  has  furnished  good  roach 
and  dace,  and  other  anglers  in  this  district  have  taken 
perch,  roach,  aud  dace.  The  Messrs.  Perry  have  killed  a 
brace  of  nice  pika  at  Waltham  Abbey,  best  fish  7ib  ,  and 
perch  up  to  |lb.  have  been  scoured  there.  The  backwater 
ought  to  yield  oipital  sport  with  roach  soon.  From  the 
Beane,_Stort,  and  Rib  news  is  quiet,  but  anglers  visiting 
those  rivers  now  will  find  plenty  of  freeh  water  in  them. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (Leomlnater).  —  Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  in  fair 
fishing  order,  although  slightly  on  the  high  side.  The 
weather  has  been  unsettled,  and  a  few  showers  of  rain 
have  been  had,  but  it  has  been  followed  by  frosty  nights 
and  sunshine  days,  and  grayling  have  been  more  inclined 
to  move,  and  have  been  rising  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 
Angling  has  been  quiet  in  both  streams  this  week  ;  bat  if 
we  get  no  more  rain  the  water  should  be  in  capital  order 
by  Saturday,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  should  be  good. 
The  Pinsley  is  clear  and  in  order.— Gwynne. 


Lnsrgr,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Klnsraland).— 

Rivers  are  sufficiently  clear  for  fly,  but  a  good  deal  too 
high_.  Yet  if  dry  weather,  as  to-day  (W«daesday), 
continues,  will  be  in  order  for  fishing  the  coming  week. 
Mid  Blue,  Willows,  Red  Tag,  or  Bed  Palmer,  and  Green 
Insect  should  be  best  flies,  sink  and  draw ;  worm  and 
maggot  should  also  be  good.  6  30  p.m. :  Glass  started  to 
go  down,  and  fine  thick  rain  just  beginning  to  fall. — 11.  T. 
Williams. 

Neno  (Feterborongfli). — Anticipations  as  to  a  large 
volume  of  water  and  overflow  of  river,  in  conse- 
quence of  CDntinued  rains  last  week,  were  not  realised. 
The  rapid  running  off  of  water  has  left  the  river  at  a 
respectable  height,  and  angling  has  consequently  been 
indulged  ia  freely.  Close  to  Peterborough  a  large 
number  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been  good,  some 
full  bags  having  been  secured.  Have  not  heard  of  any 
catches  of  pike  since  last  week  of  over  51b.  in  weight. 
Roach  anglers  will  find  white  paste,  breadcrust,  and  a 
well-scoured  worm  killing  bait  just  now. — E.  A.  8. 

Otter  (Bndlelgb  Salterton).— There  have  not  been 
thus  far  in  the  winter  any  of  the  heavy  floods  which  proved 
so  disastrous  to  the  river  at  the  end  of  last  and  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  by  sweeping  out  hundreds  of  trout 
and  leaving  them  to  perish  in  the  fields.  And  if  we  are 
fortunate  enough  to  be  spared  them  before  next  season, 
fishing  prospects  will  be  all  the  brighter ;  but  there  is  at 
the  present  time  a  ruinous  amount  of  damage  to  the  river 
going  on  in  another  direction.  In  this  month  the  tributary 
brooks  of  the  Otter  are  full  of  spawning  trout,  which  have 
lefc  the  mainstream.  These  fish,  weak  and  helpless,  are 
ruthlessly  killed  by  village  lads  and  others  without  the 
smallest  check.  Two  eye  witnesses  have  informed  me  in 
the  last  few  days  that  they  have  seen  large  fish  between 
lib.  and  21b.  weight  taken  from  different  brooks,  and  that 
it  is  well  known  that  this  kind  of  destruction  is  systematic- 
ally carried  on.  This  should  be  a  matter  for  police 
interference. — Hebon. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Weather  and  water  much  more 
favourable.  Pike  and  roach  have  been  fee  ding  somewhat 
freely  all  the  week,  and  have  run  a  fair  size.  I  consider 
the  river  just  now  well  worth  a  visit. — C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (^t.  Neots). — Anglers  have  not  been  busy  of 
late.  Those,  however,  who  have  been  out  have  had  fair 
sport  with  the  jack,  principally  small  ones.  Mr.  MoNish, 
on  Tuesday,  got  fish  up  to  SMb.,  and  he  considers  the 
water  is  now  in  excellent  condition,  though  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  a  little  more  colour  would  improve  it.  The 
weather  has  been  very  mild  of  late. — W.  N. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Taking  advantage  of  the 
favourable  state  of  the  water  for  pike  fishing,  several 
anglers  were  out  last  week,  and  some  good  fish  were 
taken,  among  them  a  spscimen  of  151b.,  landed  by  T. 
Bucknill.  Another  fisherman,  Craddock  by  name,  has 
iiad  over  a  dozen  pike  ranging  from  31b.  to  about  101b. 
each.    How  these  were  taken  is  not  recorded. — Hairbn. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilaaymy- 
nech). — There  is  not  in  this  neghbourhood  the  slightest 
improvement  in  the  weather  as  far  as  angling  prospects 
are  concerned.  The  barometer  rises  and  faUs  many  times 
in  the  course  of  twenty-four  hours.  Occasionally  it 
threatens  to  freeze,  and  a  sharp  frost  is  what  grayling 
fishers  ardently  wish  for.  These  fish  are  now  in  the  best 
possible  condition,  but  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  these 
rivers  angling  is  altogether  a  dead  letter,  even  for  pike,  at 
present. — Vybnwt. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk).- The  river  was  in  splendid 
condition  for  angling  on  Deo.  9  in  both  colour  and  stream, 
but  fish,  as  a  rule,  were  feeding  very  shy,  and  no  very 
heavy  bags  were  made.  Some  decent  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz. 
were,  however,  taken,  the  best  catch  being  lOJlb.,  taken 
with  brown  paste,  which,  with  gentles,  still  continue  the 
favourite  baits.  A  few  small  pike  were  also  taken,  and 
with  the  water  now  nearly  clear  of  weeds,  and  the  weather 
more  settled,  some  better  fish  should  now  be  taken  either 
live  baiting  or  spinning  with  a  dead  roach  or  dace.  Should 
the  present  weather  continue  the  water  will  be  rather  on 
the  clear  side  for  Dec.  16,  but  some  better  sport  seems 
probable. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  mild,  with  sudden  rain 
and  wind  squalls,  and  with  the  river  banks  in  a  state  of 
quagmire.  Anglers  have  been  best  off  at  home.  Rivers  are 
bank  high  and  clouded,  and  with  more  rain  will  be  over  the 
banks.  Decayed  weedsand  debris  are  coming  down,  and  a 
few  days'  frost  will  soon  right  matters  and  put  pike  on  the 
feed.  I  have  no  news  worth  recording  from  the  Ouse  or 
Cuokmere.  The  banks  of  the  Rother  and  Adur  have  been 
deserted.  A  few  enthusiasts  have  tried  Chichester  Canal 
with  the  result  of  taking  a  few  small  bream  and  a  pike  of 
21b.  Tuesday  was  an  ideal  day,  but  as  I  write  lain  is 
falling,  with  every  prospect  of  a  continuance. — Geoege  F, 
Salter. 

Teme  (ILndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  gone 
down  and  cleared  nicely,  and  is  getting  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  at  the  end  of  last  week  turned  very 
mUd,  and  more  like  spring,  and  the  river,  which  was  high, 
soon  began  to  clear.  On  Sunday  night  a  sharp  frost  was 
had,  followed  by  a  fine  day,  and  the  fish  began  to  move. 
The  weather  is  anything  but  settled,  and  more  frosts  are 
wanted,  when  sport  should  be  good  in  this  part.  The 
prospects  for  sport  are  improved,  and  if  we  get  no  moie 
rain  the  river  should  be  in  capital  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing,  and  sport  should  be  bad,  as  it  is  not  too 
cold  to  get  out,  with  the  Red  Tag,  Willow  Green  Insect, 
Silver-Twisted  Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Red  Palmer. 
Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with  worm,  maggot,  and 
paste,  and  a  few  fish  taken.  Grasshopper  and  maggot 
fishing  should  be  successful  as  the  water  is  at  present. 
Trout  have  been  seen  up  the  small  streams  in  good 
numbers,  where  they  have  been  spawning,  and  salmon 
were  seen  rising  under  Whitchffe  on  Sunday  afternoon. 
With  fine  weather  and  no  more  rain  sport  ahoold  be  good 


next  week.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clearing  nicely  and  gfttting  in  order.  Aogliog  in  them 
quiet  at  present. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  has  run 
cS  quickly,  and  is  now  clearing  and  going  down  nicely,  and 
should  be  in  good  order  for  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  weather  has  been  fine,  with  occasional  thowers  of 
rain,  but  has  not  altered  the  water,  and  it  has  been  warm 
and  more  like  February  than  Chiistmas.  During  the  fine 
part  of  the  day  grayling  have  been  on  the  move,  and  have 
be3n  rising,  and  if  we  get  a  few  more  frosty  nights  there 
should  be  some  good  sport  had  in  this  part,  where  there 
are  plenty  of  very  nice  fish.  The  flies  for  use  are  the  Red 
Tag,  Red  Palmer,  Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Silver 
Dun,  and  Hare's  Ear.  The  Eea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche 
clear. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— The  river  has  been  too  fall  of 
colour  for  successful  bottom  fishing  during  the  past  week, 
but  is  now  fining  into  condition.  Roach  fishing  has  baeu 
a  general  failure  since  the  malt  season  clojed,  for  they 
have  not  taken  either  gentles  or  worms  with  any  eagernes;. 
Pike  fishermen  obtain  sport  whenever  tha  water  is  in  fair 
condition,  many  ranging  from  61b.  to  lOlb.  being  taken 
from  the  Muskham  Fishery,  amongst  the  most  successful 
being  Mr.  T.  Mackenzie  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Elliss.  Many  fair 
dace  have  been  shown  at  the  club -room,  but  chub  and 
bream  have  baen  conspicuously  absent. — Trentsidkr, 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— 
On  Wednesday,  in  last  week,  Mr.  Edward  Mills,  of 
Ablington,  shot  two  herons  as  they  were  having  a  com- 
fortable feed  on  the  trout.  One  of  the  birds  had  a  trout 
in  his  beak  7in.  long.  The  head  of  the  trout  was  in  the 
throat  of  the  bird,  and  his  tail  was  projecting  from  his 
beak.  It  shows  plainly  how  destructive  these  birda  are  to 
trout,  and  no  mercy  should  be  shown  them  on  a  trout 
stream.  They  are  far  more  destructive  than  kingfishers. 
Mrs.  Woodman,  the  lessee  of  the  Swan  Trout  Fishery,  ia 
about  to  re-stock  her  water  with  Sin.  two-year-old  Fario 
from  the  Itchen,  which  strain  blends  admirably  with  the 
Coin  trout.  Trout  were  rising  freely  on  Dec.  8^  an 
unusual  occurrence  for  this  time  of  year.  The  trout  are 
already  getting  on  to  the  spawning  bads.  —  Sherry 
Spinner. 

WStham,  fte.  (Uid-Liuoolnahire).— The  water  of 

the  Witham  has  been  high  and  cloudy,  but  its  cloudiness 
has  not  prevented  the  fish  from  feeding.  Lincoln  anglers 
did  very  well  down  at  Bardney,  and  have  secured  some 
good  fish.  Where  the  waters  have  run  rapidly  stretting 
the  line  has  been  most  successful,  particularly  in  the  lower 
reaches.  Not  only  have  fine  roach  come  from  the  Birdoey 
lengths,  but  also  from  Tattershall,  Stixwold,  and  other 
favourite  spots.  Near  Tattershall  Bridge  an  angler  got 
about  201b.,  some  of  his  best  fish  being  over  lib.  each. 
Pike  fishers  have  done  very  well  by  spinning,  one  angler 
got  five  fish,  his  best  brace  scaling  about  lOlb. ;  these  were 
got  at  Bardney.  Anglers  have  also  had  pretty  good  luck 
on  the  Sinoil  Dyke  and  the  Old  Barlings  Eiu,  where  roach 
have  been  the  principal  fish  lured.  The  tail  end  of  a  dew 
worm  has  done  most  execution.- Luci. 

yare  (Noifolk). — The  river  for  several  miles  below 
Norwich  is  in  a  very  dirty  state,  probably  in  consequenca 
of  the  dredging.  It  does  seem  amazing  that  lots  of  money 
should  be  expended  to  fill  the  stream  with  sewage  and  lots 
more  to  get  it  out  again.  Nothing  particular  has  been 
done  about  Brnndall,  but  a  friend  reported  that  a  pike  of 
141b.  was  taken  last  week.  Plenty  of  small  jack  have  also 
been  taken,  but  really  these  little  fry  are  not  worth  talking 
about.  The  uppar  river  is  full  of  clay  water,  and  is  too 
thick  to  fish  in  without  very  shallow  places  are  tried. — 
W.  H.  Blsmore. 

Yord,  Swale,  Wbarfe,  Nidd,  Dirwent,  Ouse, 
Sea.  (Torkshlre). — After  a  day  or  two's  decent  weather 
rain  fell  heavily  on  Tuesday,  and  with  a  strong  gale  last 
night  the  river  is  bank-full  again  this  morning.  These 
frequent  freshets  are  all  right  for  the  salmon  travelling  up 
to  the  higher  waters,  but  they  are  a  source  of  di^app  iint- 
ment  to  the  pike  and  grayling  fishermen.  The  difficulty 
is  to  catch  the  water  in  anything  like  decent  trim.  When 
fortunate  enough  to  do  so  the  grayling  have  risen  well  at 
the  fly.  The  temperature  is  very  high  for  the  time  of 
year,  as  may  be  j  iidged  from  the  ftct  that  I  caught  a  brace 
of  grayling  weighing  IJlb.  as  late  as  3.30  p  m.  on  Monday. 
I  often  kill  grayling  all  through  December  with  the  fly, 
but  I  generally  find  the  fish  stop  rising  at  about  half-past 
one.  There  are  plenty  of  Little  Needle  Browns  on, 
and  I  find  the  grayling  rise  better  at  it.  Bradahaw'a 
Fancy  and  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple.  Mr.  Collinson  has  got 
a  few  fair  grayling  with  the  above  flies,  and  the  Rev.  J. 
Muiphy  some  with  the  little  red  worm  ;  but  there  ia  little 
doing  at  present  either  in  the  main  river  or  its  tributaries. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper  portion  of 
the  Wharfe.  On  Saturday  a  faw  were  seen  between 
Harewood  and  Collingham ;  but  sport  was  not  good,  two 
and  three  brjce  of  fish  being  the  best  baskets.  The  fine 
weather  continued  over  Sunday,  whioh  enabled  the  liver 
to  run  down  a  little,  which  brightened  the  prospects  of 
few  anglers  who  fished.  On  Monday,  I  hear,  ssveral  visited 
the  Wharfe  between  Collingham  and  Wetherby,  the  best 
basket  being  one  rf  fifteen  fine  grayling,  caught  with  the 
maggot.  Mr.  J.  Hirst  secured  a  mixed  basket  of  dace, 
roach,  and  grayling.  In  the  Boston  district  a  few  anglers 
have  had  very  fair  sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  chub, 
and  grayling.  On  the  Derwent  there  ia  still  very  little  to 
report.  Prospects  are  not  very  bright.  Reports  frcni 
various  parts  of  the  Derwent  show  the  river  to  be  in  a 
flooded  state,  and  has  rendered  fishing  cut  of  the  question, 
although  on  the  upper  reaches  of  this  river,  in  the  district 
of  School  House  Hill,  a  few  Leeds  anglers  have  had 
some  splendid  roach  fishing,  as  some  fine  samples  have  been 
got.  Several  have  been  landed  weighing  close  upon 
21b.  and  over.  At  Yeddingham  there  has  been  a  few 
roach  got  with  the  maggot.  Lower  down,  with  reference 
>  to  roach  fishing,  sport  continues  to  be  extremely  duU  in 
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the  neighbonrhnod  of  Malton,  and  no  really  good  baskets 
are  reported.  Kaach  are  feedin?  best  about  the  last  two 
honrs  of  dayliffht.  The  best  baits  have  been  white  paste 
and  gentles.  Pike  fishing;  continues  to  be  slow.  Should 
the_  weather  become  frosty  from  now  np  to  Christmas 
piking  should  be  at  its  best,  and  now  is  the  time  to  use 
preserved  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  or  aprata.  These  are 
capital,  as  there  are  times  when  anglers  cannot  procure 
live  bait,  consequently  the  preserved  ones  are  so  handy  to 
carry,  and  they  are  easily  returned  for  another  day.  In 

act,  most  anglers  now  prefer  them  to  any  artificial  ones.— 
J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Decot,  19,  New  Station- 

treet,  Leeds, 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North-Hast  of  Scotland.— In  another  week  the 
"  kenivegs,"  or  winter  fish,  will  be  up  the  liver  and  on  to  the 
redds.  They  keep  to  the  lower  and  mid-reaches,  and  are 
the  last  of  the  spawners.  They  are  seldom  met  with,  as 
the  close  season  is  on  before  they  make  their  appearance, 
and,  again,  they  are  about  the  first  to  fall  back  aa  spent 
fish.  But,  nevertheless,  the  migration  is  well  marked, 
and  old  keepers  are  not  slow  about  noting  them  when  in 
the  pools  in  anything  like  numbers.  A  very  gocd  spawning 
season  has  been  enjoyed  all  over  the  north,  and  more  fish 
have  been  noted  on  the  side  streams  than  has  been  the  case 
for  some  ten  years  back.  With  the  passing  of  Christmas, 
renewed  interest  will  be  taken  in  the  prospects  of  the 
coming  season,  meantime  there  is  a  keen  demand  for  gocd 
spring  quarters  on  the  Dee,  where  there  are  any  to  let. 
The  Don  will  afford  a  fair  chance  now,  as  it  has  been 
regaining  its  prestige  aa  a  salmon  stream  for  some  two 
yfars  now.  Several  angUnsf  hotels  are  in  the  market.— 
G.  M. 

fiontli  of  Scotland. — Heavy  rains  have  prevailed 
during  the  past  ten  days,  and  the  Border  rivers  have  been 
running  in  spate  almost  continually  during  that  time. 
The  floods  would  drive  the  spawning  salmon  and  grilse  off 
the  redds,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  the  spawn  would  be  in 
any  way  injured  by  this,  as  the  fljods  were  not  large 
enough  to  turn  up  the  gravel  beds  to  such  an  extent.  So 
far  aa  the  breeding  season  has  gone  it  has  been  a  good  one, 
and  the  best  results  are  looked  for  by  those  interested. 
The  keepers  and  water  baih'gs  have  no  reports  as  to  fieh 
poaching  this  winter  in  this  district  of  the  country. — 
Heathebbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  rivers  in  this  district  are 
full  up  and  likely  to  remain  ao  as  the  rain  continues  to  fall 
almost  constantly.  A  committee  meeting  of  the  Ulster 
Anglers'_  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last. 
Several  important  discussions  concerning  flax  water  and 
mill  pollution,  poaching,  and  jireservations  were  debated, 
and  awakened  much  interest,  followed  by  the  usual 
Anecdotal  small  talk  so  dear  to  the  angler.  Arrangements 
for  the  annual  meeting  and  supper  were  made. — J.  A.  B. 

County  Tyrone  Rivers.— For  the  past  six  weeka 
the  rivers  of  this  county  have  been  in  flood  almost  con- 
tinuously. As  we  have  previously  intimated,  large 
numbers  of  salmon  are  running  up  the  Moume,  Stmle, 
Finn,  Glenelly,  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  &o.,  and  the 
tremendous  rush  of  water  has  retarded  spawning  opera- 
tions considerably  on  the  above  streams.  Poaching  is 
very  prevalent  on  the  Tyrone  and  Deiry  waters  just  now. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Generally  speaking,  spawning  has 
progressed  well_  since  last  report.  Poachers  are  still 
keeping  very  quiet  in  all  parte.  The  weather;i8  now  very 
wild  and  wet,  and  all  waters  are  again  rising,  but  the 
floods  are  not  violent, — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagrh. — Pollen  spawning  is  well  over. 
Unfortunately,  these  fish,  whilst  spawning  in  the  shallows, 
fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  trammel-net  poacher,  who  ia 
ever  on  the  alert.  Not  for  many  a  year  have  so  many 
salmon  passed  through  the  lough  to  the  spawning  rivers. 
At  Toome  Petty  Seasiona  Laurence  Devlin  was  fined  in 
£2  for  fishing  a  salmon  and  trout  net  during  the  close 
seapon. — J.  A.  B. 

Watezville  (co.  Kerry).— Spawning  continues  to  go 
on  under  favourable  conditions,  and  poachers  are  still 
keeping  unusually  quiet, — T.  J.  D. 

SEA  PISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— Sea  angling  waa  out  of  the  question 
here  since  last  report,  as  the  weather  waa  very  wet  and 
wild.  The  prospects  of  a  better  state  of  affairs  appear 
very  remote  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton.— No  aea  angling  has  been  done  at  or 
around  this  station  since  last  report,  in  consequence  of 
wild  and  wet  weather.  The  outlook  for  the  next  few 
days  is  not  good,  and  probably  no  more  sea  angling 
will  be^  practised  around  here  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year.— T.  J.  D. 

Bumham-on-Crouch.— Some  very  good  fish  have 
been  taken  dniing  the  past  week,  whiting  up  to 
l|lb.  and  pouting  IJlb.  Sprat  dabs  have  been  fairly 
plentiful,  a  single  rod  and  line  taking  from  two  to  three 
score  good  fieh.  The  Stow  boat  nets  have  been  having 
good  hauls  of  sprata,  ranging  from  fourteen  to  twenty 
bushels  a  tide._  Several  anglers  were  down  on  the  9tb, 
but  as  they  arrived  here  late,  when  the  tide  was  flowing 
like  a  racehorse,  very  poor  takes  of  fish  were  had.  A 
party  of  six  gentlemen  out  with  Messrs.  Harvey  in  their 
y^cht,  the  Daisy,  enjoyed  a  gocd  sail  during  the  time 
they  put  their  trawl  net  overboard,  and  caught  fifty  good 
dabs,  a  few  pouting,  and  a  pair  of  lemon  soles.  From 
Wednesday,  12th,  to  the  following  Tuesday  the  tides  will 
be  suitable  for  red  and  line  fishing,  and  those  who  catch 
the  tides  at  the  proper  time  should  have  good  takes  of 
fish. — J.  Wright. 

Castleto-wn  (co.  Cork).— Sport  haa  been  good  on 
one  day  only,  the  weather  being  too  bad  during  th*  rest 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday 
Deo.  21 : 
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8.45 
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7.35 
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8.28 
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9.13 
9.34 
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9.54 
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9.11 
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11.11 
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7.12 

7.47 
8.21 

8.55 
9.28 
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10.27 
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0.16 

5  44 
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7.24 
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9.  2 
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9.56 
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5.  7 
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19.  6 
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8.36 
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10.  4 
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6.21 

6.53 
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9.19 
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10.  6 
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11  11 

6.30 
6.  1 

6.34  7.41 
7.  7  •  8.13 

8.44 
9.11 

9.37 
10.  0 

10.22 
10.44 

11.  4 
11.24 

11.54 

0.  27 

1.  2 

1.37 
2.10 

2.41 

3,U 

4.39 
4.  4 

4.27 
4.50 

5.13; 
6.35 

WEATHER  REPORT. 
Bt  Tklkgbaph.— Friday,  Dec.  14. 

Margate.— W. ;  smooth, 
Eamsgate,— W. ;  amooth. 
Deal.— S.W. ;  smooth. 
Dover.— W.N. W.;  moderate. 
Hastings.— S.W. ;  moderate. 


of  the  time.  At  time  of  writing  angling  ia  out  of  the 
question,  and  will  not  be  resumed  probably  again  this 
year.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Good  aport  has  daily  been  obtained 
upon  the  pier  during  the  recent  spring  tides,  and  some 
very  good  takes  of  daba  have  also  to  be  recorded,  Sunday's 
visiting  anglers,  Messrs.  Page,  Dupfere,  Igglesden.  Smythe, 
Dryden,  Wicka,  Osman,  Bach,  Major  Marshall,  Major 
Tyler,  Vanghan,  Buckley,  Morton,  Traoey,  together  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  French,  found  their  movements  aadly 
hampered  by  the  presence  of  aome  thirty  local  anglers, 
mostly  juveniles,  and  the  day's  reault  did  not  pin 
out  weU.  _  Monday  witnessed  great  improvement,  over 
2000  whiting  coming  to  hand,  as  well  as  a  good  aesort- 
nient_  of  dabs,  but  no  codling  whatever.  The  ranks 
of  pier  anglera  were  augmented  on  Tuesday  by  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Briand,  Mr.  Hearn,  Mr.  Taylor,  and 
aeveral  others,  and,  despite  the  inclement  weather,  one 
and  all  made  good  catshes.  Mr.  H.  F.  Hambling,  Mr. 
Beeton,  and  several  juveniles  joined  forces  with  the  above- 
named  on  Wednesday,  and  plenty  of  whiting  were  forth- 
coming, though  the  general  run  of  them  were  somewhat 
smaller  than  on  the  preceding  daya.  One  local  angler, 
ledgering  for  daba  upon  the  morning's  ebb,  took  over  a 
score  of  them,  the  best  catch  of  flatfish  made  for  over  a 
twelvemonth.  Early  on  Monday  last  a  local  boatman, 
named  Kirkcaldy,  hooked  and  landed  a  handsome  cod, 
scaling  a  little  over  281b,,  the  largest  of  the  present 
season.— J,  Richardson  (B.S.A.S,). 

Deal.— The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  lately  for 
rod  and  line  fishing.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  good  when 
weather  moderates  and  water  in  fair  condition.  The  end 
of  the  week  brought  down  several  angling  gentlemen,  but, 
owing  to  the  unsettled  weather,  not  many  ventured  out. 
Of  the  few,  Messrs.  Page  and  friends  had  very  fair  sport 
with  whiting  and  fine  codling ;  Messrs.  Slade,  Debenham, 
and  two  friends,  fairly  good  sport ;  Messrs,  Mordan, 
Tracey,  and  friends  have  alao  been  in  the  swim  ;  likewise 
Mr.  F.  Haig  and  brother,  and  Mr.  Duchesne  and  friend. 
Mr,  and  Mrs.  Cawley  put  out  on  Monday  and  Wednesday 
on  each  afternoon,  and  auoceeded  in  landing  on  each 
occasion  about  five  and  a  half  score  whiting  each  day. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  quite  summerlike,  and  very  fair  takes 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  Weary  of  Life.  Derangement  of  the 
liver  is  one  of  the  most  eflBeient  causes  of  dangerous  diseases,  and 
the  most  prolific  of  those  melancholy  forebodings  which  are 
worse  than  death  itself.  A  few  doses  of  these  noted  Pills  act 
magically  in  dispelling  low  spirits  and  repelling  attacks  made 
on_  the  nerves  by  excessive  heat,  impure  atmospheres,  over- 
indulgence, or  exhausting  exciteraent.  The  most  shattered  con- 
stitution may  derive  benefit  from  Holloway's  Pills,  which  will 
regulate  disordered  action,  brace  the  nerves,  increase  the  energy 
of  the  intellactual  faculties,  and  revive  the  failing  memory.  By 
attentively  studying  the  instructions  for  taking  these  Pills,  and 
obediently  putting  them  in  practice,  the  most  despondent  wUl  soon 
feel  confident  of  a  perfect  recovery 


of  fish  landed.  This  evening  apraf  boats  bringing  in  good 
takea  of  sprats.  With  favourable  weather,  the  tides  suit 
for  all  day  fishing,  week-end  and  first  part  of  next  week.— 
Edwd.  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Kenwyn,  North 
Paiade. 

Dingle.— Sea  angling  of  all  kinds  ia  auspended  here  in 
consequence  of  very  severe  weather.  Matters  are  still  the 
same,  and  in  fact  getting  worse  at  time  of  writing,  the 
winds  approaching  gales  and  abnormally  high  tides  very 
much  in  evidence. — T,  J.  D. 

Plymouth.— We  may  say  the  same  with  regard  to  the 
mullet  as  was  aaid  with  regard  to  rabbits  in  connection 
with  one  of  our  elections  : 

"  Mullet  young,  mullet  old, 
Mullet  hot,  mullet  cold. 
Mullet  tender,  mullet  tough, 
Thank  the  Lord  we've  had  enough." 
But  the  fishermen  do  not  say  so  ;  they  are  still  taking  large 
quantities  from  the  pier.    Pollack  have  been  on  the  feed 
again  around  the  Asia  buoy  and  the  bridge  at  Drake's 
Island,  and  some  heavy  blain  and  pouting  have  been  caught 
at  slack  tides  in  Firestone  Bay.   I  have  not  heard  lately  of 
so_  many  octopus  being  caught,  either  in  the  trawls  or 
seines.    It  ia  to  be  hoped  they  are  gone  to  "  fresh  fields 
and  pastures  new,"  or  that  the  sharks  and  dogfish  that 
have  been  infesting  the  Channel  have  made  mincemeat  of 
them.   The  Sound  and  Bay  was  full  of  fishing  boats  this 
morning  (Wednesday),  trying  to  get  out,  but  there  was 
no  wind  for  them.    I  should  think  there  were  more  than 
200  with  their  sails  all  set.    It  was  a  pretty  sight.— 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Sport  has  been  slightly 
better  since  last  report.  Mr.  Taylor  secured  241b.  of 
whitirg  in  three  hours.  Mr.  Drake  caught  one  score 
whiting  last  Friday  evening.  Some  nice  eels  and  flounders 
have  been  caught,  but  the  weather  is  unfavourable  for 
fishing.— Samuel  J.  Sankey. 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  has  been  practically  suspended 
here  since  last  report,  owing  to  unfavourable  weather  and 
very  high  seas.  'The  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  not 
good,  as  the  weather  shows  no  signs  of  improvement  at 
time  of  writing.  In  fact  it  is  getting  worse.  At  Port- 
magee  some  sport  is  being  obtained  at  hake  and  ling  in 
sheltered  localities.- T.  J.  D. 


Ejepxts  imx  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  must 
reach  us  net  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrsday 
Bvaninar.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marlced  "  Club 
Eepoet  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institnte,  Golden 
Lane,  Barbican,  B.C. — The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates 
will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  Dec.  17,  at  8  p.m.— R.  G. 

WOODRDPF. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union-build- 
ings, Clerkenwell-road,  E.G. — Since  my  last  report  I  beg 
to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £1  la.,  a  life 
membership  for  Mr.  E.  Buxton  Head,  per  B.  Abrahams, 
and  153,  from  the  donation  box  of  the  North  Lambeth 
Angling  Society. — E.  Gourney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  Eastern  District) 
Visitin  g  List.— On  Deo.  17  the  Amicable  Waltonians 
take  their  return  visit,  and  I  hope  to  see  the  good  old 
crowd  at  George  and  Dragon,  8t.  John-street-road. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Aberooru  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Glapham  Junction. — Several  members  were  out  on  Deo.  9, 
but  only  A.  Pike  and  W.  Hillier  returned  with  roach  and 
bream.  Members  please  note  that  our  outing  takes  place 
on  Decj.  26,  at  Weybridge.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction 
at  8  6.  Will  members  turn  up  in  force  next  Tuesday  for 
important  business  ? — Ale  Painter. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Frampton  Arms,  Well-street,  Hackney,  N.E.— Our  Ohiiat- 
mas  prizes  are  going  off  slowly.  Only  one  was  taken 
again  on  Dec.  9.  viz,,  by  Mr.  Wilson,  who  weighed-in  a 
perch.  Messrs.  J.  Jones  also  weighed-in  perch;  Hooper, 
jack ;  H.  Bunyon,  roach ;  and  C.  Bunyon,  roach.  The 
medal  given  by  Mr.  Gibson  was  won  by  Mr.  Hooper, 
whose  two  jack  weighed  41b.  7ioz.  For  Dec.  9  Mr. 
Gibson  offers  another  silver  medal  for  th9  gross  weight  of 
roach.  At  last  Wednesday's  meeting  Mr.  Thompson  waa 
unanimously  elected  chairman,  and  Mr,  Ramsden  vice- 
chairman  for  the  distribution  night,  Monday,  Dec.  24. 
The  proceedings  will  commence  on  that  night  at  nine 
sharp,  and  the  secretary  requests  that  all  members  who 
have  prizes  to  bring  up  will  be  as  early  in  attendance  ai 
possible. — Alf  Fenton, 

Allaaon  Onited  Jlrothari  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Susaex,  Uxbridge-atreet,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
The  distribution  of  Christmas  prizes  takes  place  on 
Dec.  19.  All  who  promised  prizes  please  be  up  early. 
Several  had  fish  on  the  9th.  Ben  had  six  perch.  The 
19th  is  also  quirterly  night.  Don't  forget.— Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  iFields. — On  Deo.  9  a  match 
took  place  at  Staines  for  throe  prizes  given  by  Messrs. 
Sheldon,  Hall,  and  Utting.  The  following  were  the 
winners :  Mr.  C.  Hawes,  perch,  first ;  Mr,  Smirt, 
perch,  second ;  and  Mr.  Hall,  dace,  third. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— 
On  Dec.  9  the  following  had  fair  ehows  of  fish :  Mr. 
Millen,  roaoh  and  dace;  Mr.  Brealeforth,  bream,  roach, 
and  dace :  Mr,  Lambert,  roaoh  j  Mr,  Davis,  roach ;  Mr. 
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Bhnry,  roach  ;  Mr.  Hotohins,  roach  ;  Mr.  Davig  taking 
eighth  prize  in  Christmas  onting,  leaving  five  moro  prizes 
for  Deo.  16 ;  members  to  go  where  they  please.  The 
distribution  of  Cliristmas  prizes  takes  place  on  Wednesday, 
Deo.  19.  Our  next  return  visit  on  No.  2  List  takes  place 
on  Monday,  Dec.  17,  when  Mr.  Musgrave,  sen,,  of  the 
St.  John's  A.S.,  will  occupy  the  chair.  Clubs  not 
receiving  a  notice  kindly  accept  this  as  an  invitation.— A. 
Ceipps. 

Anchor  and  Sope  Angrlim?  Saoiety,  Thomas  k 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S  B.— The  Christmas  outing,  fixed 
for  Dec.  16  at  Hampton  Court,  promises  well,  the  list  of 
seasonable  gifts  being  exceptionally  good.  Train  leaves 
Waterloo  8.15 ;  return  by  5.5  p.m.  Distribution  will  take 
piaca  on  Wednesday  next,  19th.  Ahn  four  lapsed  prizes 
available.  Mr.  F.  Martin  weighed-in  roach,  lib.  3oz. 
Invitation  received  from  secretary  of  the  United  Brothers 
to  attend  their  visit  on  the  South  London  List  on  Monday 
next,  17tb,  Many  promises  of  support  were  given.  The 
smoking  cDnoert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  held  on  Monday 
last,  was  a  distinct  8ucc?sp,  the  spacious  club-room  being 
crowded.  The  programme  submitted  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  best,  and  appeared  to  be  greatly  ecjoyed.  Messrs.  C. 
Cannar  and  C.  Arrow,  the  M.C.'s  performed  their  duties  in 
a  highly  creditable  manner.  One  great  surprise,  and  very 
pleasing  incident  recurred,  when  Mr.  Geo.  W._  Roberts, 
of  the  Central  Finsbury  A  S.,  intrcdaced  his  fellow- 
member,  Driver  Horace  Glassock,  of  Q  Battery, 
R  H.A.,  who  had  been  awarded  the  Victoria  Cross 
for  bravery  at  Banna's  Post.  The  chairman,  in  a  few 
well  chosen  words,  submitted  the_  toast  of  "Health  of 
Driver  Glassock,"  which  was  received  with  tremendous 
enthusiasm.  The  hero  replied  in  an  exceptionally  brief 
and  modest  manner.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  our 
president,  Mr.  Thomas  Ctumplen,  and  snpported  by 
Messrs.  G.  H.  Howard,  G.  W.  Duck,  A.  R.  Matthews, 
G.  H.  Shepherd,  F.  Newton,  and  quite  a  bevy  of  well- 
known  anglers  from  all  parts  of  London.  The  collection 
for  the  A.B  S.  realised  the  sum  of  £2  153.,  the  secretary 
returning  thanks  for  the  generous  subscription,  to  the 
artistes,  and  the  many  friends  who  had  attended. — W. 

Buttereea  Prlesi«Js>  Aziglinff  fef-jje-^j,  Nasj'g 
Head,  Wandsworth-road.  S.W.— On  Dec.  9  Mr.  E.  Guy 
weighed-in  a  specimen  chub,  31b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  G.  Smeed, 
barbel.  Our  Christmas  outing  will  take  place  at  Windsor 
on  Dec.  16,  from  Eton  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall.  Bank  only. 
Train  leaves  Clapham  Junction  at  8  27  ;  return  by  the  five 
o'clock  train.  Honorary  msmbers  are  requested  to  take 
part  in  this  match. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bcrmondaej  Brothers  Ang'lincr  Sooi«t7.  Wool- 
caok,  Bennondsey-etreet.— The  competition  on  Dec.  9  for 
December  series  of  prizes  resulted  as  follows :  Messrs.  J. 
Smith,  71b.  roach,  1st ;  J.  J.  Hobbs,  5|lb.  roach,  2ad  ;  J. 
Wfgley,  3rd;  and  D.  Dodson,  4th.  On  Dec.  12  Host 
Shepherd  and  J.  Smith  both  weigbed-in  fine  takes  of  chub 
and  roach,  181b.  and  19ilb.  reepactively.  The  special 
Christmas  outing  on  Dec.  16  will  be  at  Datchet.  Start 
Bucday  morning.  Book  to  and  return  from  that  station. 
— Alf.  Conn. 

BlaokfMars  Au^llniT  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Sonthwark-streefc,  8.B. — Our  Christmas  prize  outing  was  a 
great  success  on  Dec.  9.  Twenty-five  members  took  part, 
seventeen  weighing-in,  several  good  roach  being  taken  over 
16oz.  The  Christmas  prizes  will  be  distributed  next 
Wednesday,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  Mr.  E. 
Howard,  out  on  Dec.  12,  returned  with  a  grand  take  of 
roach  and  dace. — Wheelhouse. 

Bleuheim  Angrllu^  Society.  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.  —  The  following  have 
weighed-in  since  my  last  report :  Mesfrs.  Magnire,  Pratt, 
Wilkins,  and  C.  Cutting  a  pike  lOflb.  in  splendid  con- 
dition. I  hope  members  will  not  forget  our  Christmas 
outing  on  Dec.  16  at  Windsor,  We  have  eight  prizes 
up  to  now  ;  and  I  also  hope  our  angling  friends  will  not 
forget  that  we  take  our  annual  visit  on  Tuesday  next, 
Dec.  18.  We  made  two  hon.  members  at  our  last  meeting. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  for  Richmond  A.B.S.  Com- 
petition took  place  on  Tuesday  last  (full  report  in  another 
column),  and  was  a  great  success.  Our  club-room,  which 
is  not  a  small  one,  was  not  a  quarter  large  enough  to 
accommodate  the  immense  crowd. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbnsy  Brothers  Aut|lln@  !$r<<siet;^<,  Windsor 
Castle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— Oar  Christmas  outing 
took  place  on  Dec.  9  at  Windsor,  the  result  of  which  was 
as  follows :  Messrs.  F.  W.  Stocker,  first ;  J.  Drew, 
second  ;  and  H.  Davie,  third,  all  with  roach.  Messrs.  R. 
Lummes  and  C.  Davis  also  weighed-in  roach.  On  Dec.  12 
Mr.  J  Roach  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  71b.  15|oz. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Bromptou  Aueliug  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborongh-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report 
we  have  had  some  good  fish  weighed-in :  Mr.  Moore, 
71b.  9oz.  roach  (one  fish  lib  l|:.z  ) ;  Mr.  Hills,  from 
Pangbourne,  one  roach,  lib.  2Joz. ;  Mr.  C.  Brown,  from 
private  water,  one  perch,  lib.  15Joz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Barber, 
one  fish,  lib.  llcz.  The  question  of  removal  wag  settled 
at  a  special  meeting  last  Wednesday,  and  in  the  result  we 
agreed  to  stay  where  we  are.  It  was  arranged  that 
a  Ghristmas  outing  takes  place  at  Pangbourne  on  the  16th. 
All  to  start  by  the  9  a.m.  from  Paddington,  and  return  by 
the  4.55,  We  have  seven  prizes  to  fish  for,  and  we  hope 
to  have  a  good  muster.  Oar  chairman,  Mr.  Barber,  has 
presented  the  club  with  a  splendid  cise  of  carp  in  grand 
condition,  and  I  hope  members  who  have  not  seen  them 
will  take  an  early  opportunity  of  doing  so.  This  is  not  the 
first  kindness  that  Mr.  Barber  hag  shown  to  the  club,  and  I 
shonld  be  glad  to  have  a  few  more  members  on  the  books 
like  him. — C.  Ashby. 

Bmnawiok  Brothers  Angrling;  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — Last  Tuesday 
the  members  and  visitors  were  instructively  and  amusingly 
entertained  by  the  president,  Mr.  Powles  West,  whose 
paper  and  anecdotes  on  "Chub  and  Chab  Fishing"  well 


Jingling  '^ixluus. 

December  16. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Christmas  outing, 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Christmaa  outing. 

Bermondsey  Brothers!:  Christmas  outing. 

Blackfriars:  Christmas  outing. 

Blenheim  :  Christmas  onting. 

Burlington  :  Roving  match. 

Cobden  :  Christmas  onting. 

Dibdin  :  Lapsed  prize  outin?. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Roving  match. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret  s. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Lincoln:  Lapsed  nrizj  outing. 

Lychnobite  :  Chi  i  itmas  competition  at  Kingston. 

North  Lambeth  :  Outii  g  to  Bnpes. 

Oglander :  Christmas  competition. 

Second  Surrey  :  Match  at  Datchet._ 

South  Bermondsey  :  Christmas  outing. 

Waggoners :  Christmas  outing. 

Walham  Green:  Match  and  supper. 

Wenlock  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Ye  Olde  Clnpham  Rovers  :  Roving  match, 
December  17, 

Amicable  Waltonians :  Visit. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Paper  by  Mr.  H,  H.  Brown. 

United  Brothers :  Visit. 
December  18. 

Blenheim  :  Visit. 

Stockwell  :  Supper  and  distribution, 
December  19. 

AUason  United  :  Distribution  of  p.-ize?. 

Cosy  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Victoria  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
December  20. 

Harlesden  :  Distribution. 

Warwick :  Visit  and  distribution. 
Decembsr  21. 

Dalston  :  Distribution. 

South  Bermondsey  :  Distribution. 
December  22, 

North-E'st  Brothers  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Original  Clerkenwell :  Concert  and  distribution. 


Dec.  23. — Admiral  Blake  :  Lapsed  prizs  onting. 
,,   23. — Islington  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 

24 — Albion  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

24. — CHssold  :  Lapsed  prize  onting. 

24. — White  Hart :  Concert  and  distribution. 
„   26.— Abercorn  :  Onting  to  Weybridge. 


repayed  those  who  had  travelled  far  to  hear  him.  Mr. 
Powles  West  was  accorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  by  the 
chairman,  Brother  H.  Kelly,  and,  in  reply,_gtated  that  he 
was  always  pleased  to  ingtrnct  those  who  wished  to  learn, 
and  promised  a  further  reading  on  "Rudd"  shortly. 
Brothers  Timson  and  Oakes  (Uncle)  were  first  and  second 
respectively  in  the  Christmas  outing  last  week-end  at 
Hatfield  Peverel,  where  the  match  will  continue  (usual 
conditions)  on  Dec.  16,  There  are  still  nine  prizes  to  be 
taken,  so  try  aiain,  boys.  Brother  Ben  Bissel  weighed-in 
71b.  of  roach  ard  dace  from  other  waters.— A.  Robertson. 

Bnrlin^on  Anglers,  The  Burlington,  Westbourne 
Park.— The  next  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Deo.  19. 
Members  are  reminded  that  the  roving  match  takes  place 
on  Dec.  16.— J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Svo^hprn  Angliag  Sodsty, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop'e-road,  Oarnbridge 
Heath. — The  continuation  of  our  Christmas  onting  at 
St.  Margarets  on  Dee.  9  resulted  in  only  eight  more 
prizes  being  taken  by  the  following  members,  making  ten 
won  out  of  twenty-six  prizes:  Mr.  W.  Ehworthy,  sen., 
took  third,  with  a  jick;  Mr.  S.  Hadkiss  fourth,  with 
roach;  Mr.  G.  Almeroch  fifth,  roioh ;  Mr.  H,  Deverell 
sixth,  perch  ;  Mr.  W.  Elliott  seventh,  roach ;  Mr.  G. 
Bowker  eighth,  perch  ;  Mr.  B.  Sawjer,  sen.,  ninth,  perch  ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Kennett  tenth,  with  dace.  Competing 
members  who  have  not  won  a  prize  can  go  where  they 
like  for  the  remaining  sixteen  prizes  next  Sunday.  Will 
all  members  who  have  entered  attend  next  Tuesday  to 
choose  from  the  list  ?  The  following  also  weighed-in  on 
the  9th  :  Mr.  C.  Pycroft,  dace  and  roach  ;  Mr.  R.  Nursey, 
dace;  and  Mr.  C.  Hazird,  perch  and  dace.  I  have  not 
seen  a  jack  from  the  Forty  Guinea  water  yet ;  don't  forget 
the  lOj.  prize  for  him  this  month.— E.  H.  Argent. 

Camdsn  AsgUng  Society,  The  Looomotive,  Jamei 
street.  High-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— We  had  a  good 
show  on  the  9th,  Messrs.  Cock,  roach,  26ib. ;  Roberts, 
roach  and  jack,  101b.  14icz. ;  Parker,  roach,  41b.  Soz. 
A.  E.  Hoodless,  H.  R  Heedless,  Wilson,  A.  C.  Hoodless, 
Brock,  Taylor,  S.  and  F.  Dykes,  and  Mann  also  weighing- 
in  decent  shows.  I  have  to  remind  all  members  that  all 
fish  taken  on  the  25th  and  26th  will  be  eligible.— R.  Mar- 
shall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  B. — We  had  a  successful  outing  to 
Hatfield  Peverel  on  Dee.  9,  when  we  fished  for  Christmas 
prizes.  All  prizes  were  wou.  First,  Mr.  Marney  ;  second, 
Mr.  Heester;  third,  Mr.  Joiies ;  fourth,  Mr.  T.Stone; 
fifth,  Mr.  G.  Howell.  There  were  only  ounces  separating 
the  lot,  although  the  takes  were  only  small. — J.  Bands. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.— We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
the  9th  inst.  by  the  following  :  W.  Payers,  a  fine  show  of 
roach;  A.  Hardcastle,  roach;  Mr.  Liwrence,  roach  and 
dace  ;  F.  Staniford,  dace;  W.  Flight,  dace;  Mr.  Springer, 
roach  and  dace;  Mr,  Sewell,  roach  and  dace.  Also  A, 


Hardcastle  and  T.  Lunt  weighed-in  good  shows  of  roach 
on  the  6ch  lost.- W.  B.  F.  „    ,  ^ 

Clayham  Jnnoiioa  An^Ung  Bool«ty.  The 
Clareno*.  WinBtanlef-road,  Olapham  Junotion,  B.W.— 
On  the  9lh  inst.  the  following  weighed-in  :  G.  Cook,  dace ; 
A.  Bjwater,  dace;  E.  Harvey,  roach;  C.  Bale,  roach; 
h".  Moore,  roach ;  G.  T.  Jameson,  perch.  Members  are 
requested  not  to  forget  our  tenth  day's  outing  at  Windsor 
on  Dec.  16,  for  six  priz»8;  rovinj,  from  Eton  Bridge 
upward ;  towpith  only  ;  backwaters  barred.  Digtriba- 
ticn  of  'Christmas  prizes  to  take  place  on  D^c.  19;  also 
locale  of  another  match  to  b3  settled  —G.  T.  Jamkso.v. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  tasiling 
tist.— A  sucjessful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the 
I'liooe  of  Wales  on  Monday,  Mr.  Twomey  in  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  J.  Weeks,  of  the  Bhnheim.  There  was 
plenty  of  harmony,  and  tlie  following  ten  sco'sties  were 
represented,  viz.:  Great  Northern,  Linco'n,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltociins,  Camden,  Phc9oix,  Queen's  Pisca- 
toiiils  Prince  of  Wales,  Original  Clerkenwell,  and  Blen- 
heim. '  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Original  Clerkenwell, 
at  the  Coach  and  Horses,  St.  John's-square,  Clerkenwell, 
after  the  holidajs.— P.  Castell.        „  .  ^  ^  „ 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cnoketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— Oa  Dec.  9  we  bad  some 
nice  roach  weighed-in  by  Mr.  Robinson.  Mr.  E.  Keen 
also  weighed-in  peic'i.  'Ihere  are  still  seven  Chris-.mas 
prizes  to  be  fished  for.  On  Tuesday  the  auditors  presented 
the  balanc '-sheet,  which,  after  some  discussion,  was 
accepted.  Ic  gives  our  new  secretary  a  good  basis  upon 
which  to  start  his  duties  at  the  beginning  of  the  New 
Year  Distribution  of  Christmas  pnzsa  takes  place  on 
Deo  21  •  7.30  to  8  sharp  —Fred  Eastwood. 

Cob  tn  Angling  Socio  y,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road  W  — Oa  Dec.  8  Mr.  A  Howland  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach  141b.  Dec.  9  Mr.  E.  Baxter  again  saved  us  from  a 
blank'with  6.b.  14  z.  of  roach.  Our  Christmas  outing  is 
to  be  decided  on  Die.  16  at  Richmond  ;  one  rod  ;  roving, 
between  Petersham  Meadows  and  Tcddington  Lock ;  go 
down  by  8  45  train  from  Westbourne  Park.  Rexister 
names  at  Waterman's  Arms,  Water  lane.  Regittf  rfish  at 
same  house  not  later  than  5  45,  and  return  by  6  30  train 
from  Riohmond.  If  any  member  has  lost  his  privilege 
ticket  ii  he  will  let  me  know  I  can  inform  him  where  ha 
can  get  it. — A.  S.  H.  .  .       t    j    ht  i 

CoU-ngwocd  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blacktriars-road,  8.E.  — We  fish  our 
Christmas  and  December  pr'ze  ouriocs  combined  at 
Staines  on  Dec.  16,  SCiinss  Bridge  to  Balls  of  Oasley ; 
usual  conditions  ;  twenty-.hree  prizes  ;  trairis.  Waterloo, 
8.15  a.m.;  return  5.15  p.m.     Wa;k  up,  boys.— F.  P. 

CcBV  Anglian  Society.  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street7BucWngh?m  Gate,  S.W.-On  Dac  9  Mr.  J.  T. 
White  weighed-in  roach.  We  have  a  concert  and  distnbu- 
tion  of  Christmas  priz3S  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  19.— J. 

H  IT  E 

Cove'nt  Gardm  PiEcatoiial  Scciety,  King's 
Arms.  Long  Acre,  W.C.-Oa  D.c  9  Mr.  John  Miesey  had 
lOlb  6oz.  of  nice  roach,  erght  of  them  going  ^Ib.  each. 
Svd'  Cutbnsh  weighad-in  31b.  6i3z.  of  roach.  Those 
members  who  have  not  done  so  kindly  attend  and  clear 

books.— W,  M.  ^,    ,     „       ,  ,rr  L  ,    r,  A 

Croydon  Angling  Club  Greynound  Hotel,  Croydon. 
—The  above  club  hela  their  Bohemian  concert  oa  Wedner- 
day  last,  the  12fch,  in  the  banqueting  hall,  Greyhou.  d 
Hotel  Croydon.  The  concert  was  well  attend*  <1,  about 
150  members  and  friend  i  being  present.  The  programme, 
which  was  a  big  one,  was  well  sustained  throoghont,  and 
all  acquitted  themselves  admirably,  encores  being 
numerous.  The  chair  was  tiken  by  Councillor  Stap  eton. 
—J.  Jeffery.  „    .  ,      t,  1 

:?3alslion  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Armg, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Dec.  9  a  few  of  the 
members  were  out :  Messrs.  T.  Thompson  and  A.  Wild 
had  a  fine  show  cf  roach  and  dace.  Oa  Dec.  11  a  very 
fair  attendance,  and  a  fair  amount  of  business  got  through. 
Members  please  note  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  ia  on 
Dec.  21.— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martm's  Tavern, 
Pratt-straet,  Camden  Town,  N.W.— Our  Christmas  outing 
took  place  on  Deo.  9,  bat  only  four  prizes  were  taken, 
Messrs.  Matthews,  Elton,  E.  Cjltman,  and  White,  m  the 
order  named,  being  successful.  The  re miining  pnzas  wil 
be  fished  for  on  the  16 ;h,  go  where  yen  hke,  usual  condi- 
tions.  Mr.  Adama  was  elected  a  working  member  of  the 
above  on  Wednesday  last.— E.  Coltman. 

Duchess  Angling  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E.— On  Dec.  6,  Mr.  J.  HittersUy 
weighed-in  some  nice  dace  and  roach  from  the  Thames, 
7|ib.  in  all.  Mr.  Frank  Hockerday  had  bream  on  Dec.  9, 
aud  myself  roach  and  dice.  Members  please  attend  to 
arrange  for  next  cjmpetition.—G.  F.  Montgomery. 

Duke  ot  Norfollc  AngUng  Sooisty,  Tne  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Park.  —  During  the  week 
most  of  our  members  have  been  out.  Mr.  Line,  roach, 
41b  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Bradshaw,  roaoh,  lib.  6oz. ;  aud  ssveral 
others  weighed-in.  On  Dec  16,  our  Christmas  outing; 
roving;  two  rods.— W.  Jenkins. 

Elgin  Angling  SOwiety.The  Grasshoipsr,  Kensing- 
ton Park-road,  Notting  Hill,  W.— Oar  Chrig:ma8  outing 
took  place  on  Dso.  9  to  Taplow ;  only  three  piizes  were 
taken,  as  follows:  Mtsirs.  Bush,  first;  Harley,  second; 
and  Drury,  thiid.  Mr.  Bush  also  took  the  best  roach 
prize  given  by  our  best. — G.  King. 

aoiden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac 
Newton,  Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  —  Ocr 
Christmas  outing  came  off  on  Dec  9,  with  the  following 
regult:  Messrs.  Baily,  Henrie,  West,  Spencer,  Pain, 
Smithson,  Ellins,  James  Mowl,  and  Verity,  and  all  the 
prizes  were  taken.- A.  W.  Ellins. 

Oood  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Orowu,  Church, 
itreet,  Shoreditch.-'There  was  a  grand  show  of  roach 
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brought  in  on  the  9th  by  Messra.  Maybury,  221b.- 
Erhorn, grand  roach;  Thompson,  good  roach;  Philpott! 
roach  from  the  Lea.  Messra.  Stinton,  Bromley,  and 
Moore  had  good-class  roach.  There  were  four  lapsed 
prizes  taken ;  tivo  remain  to  be  fished  for.  Same  con- 
ditions as  last  week.  The  Christmas  prizes  will  be  given 
up  on  Tuesdiy,  the  18th  —R.  Murphy. 

Harooan  Angling'  SooiBty.  Harcourt  Arms, 
Haroourt-street,  N.W.— We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
the  trays  on  Dec.  9,  There  was  one  show  of  just  upon 
141b.  roach  and  dace,  and  very  good-class  fish,  too,  they 
were.  The  best  show  we  have  had  since  the  summer  of 
roach.— A.  E  Payne, 

Harleaden  Angfling'  Society,  The  Crown,  High- 
Btreet,  Harlesden.— The  result  of  competition  for  Christmas 
prizes  resulted  in  a  win  for  Moysey,  Sbilcock,  Boffee,  aad 
Bastie,  ia  order  named,  the  last  three  being  within  foz,  of 
each  other.  The  prizes  are  to  be  given  on  next  meetintt 
night,  Dic.  20.— W.  N.  Dawes. 

Hatohsm  Brotliesrs  Anglingr  gociety,  Queen 
V  ictoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,  S.E  — On  Deo.  9 
the  members  fished  for  the  lemaining  Christmas  prizes, 
when  the  following  were  successful :  Mr.  Thos.  Bailey, 
roach  anl  dace ;  Mr,  E.  C.  .ludd,  roach ;  C.  Williams, 
jnn.,  bream.  Mr.  Whaley  also  bream,  and  Mr.  J.  Winter 
bream  and  roach.  The  remaining  prizes  mill  be  fiehed  for 
on  Deo'.  16,  which  is  the  last  day  for  the  Christmas  prizes, 
as  those  prizas  not  taken  on  that  date  will  be  drawn  for  at 
the  next  club  meeting.  Several  of  the  members  attended 
at  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.B.S.  concert  on  Monday 
evening,  and  spent  an  enjoyable  evening.— W.  Taery. 

HeariJB  of  Oak  Augiing  gc  -nsisy.  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green,  E  —The  lapsed  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  again  on  Dec.  16  ;  conditions  the  same  as 
last.  The  secretary  would  like  to  see  some  of  the  old 
faces  show  up,  end  they  would  oblige  their  new  secretary. 

— W.  J.  J.  BOBIN.'^ON. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tollington-road,  HoUoway,  N.— Catches  of  fish 
ara  still  ruling  small,  but  a  noteworthy  capture  during  the 
week  is  a  fine  dacj  cf  lib.  IJ-z.,  taken  by  Mr.  G.  West, 
still  farther  swelling  his  specimen  list.  Mr.  T.  F.  Ward 
has  also  weighed-in  roach,  b38t  fish  lib.  BJoz  — E.  W. 

Honnslow  and  Isleworth  Piscatorial  Society, 
Prince  Regent,  High-street,  Hounslow.- Very  few  fish 
have  been  weighed-in  this  week,  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  a  nice 
take  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Brougham,  some  good  roach  and 
chub,  being  all  of  any  account.— J.  M.  Brougham. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Ang^iiag  feooieiii.  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  E.— On  Dec.  9  Mr. 
Rjlfe  weighed-in  roach,  largest  lib.  5az.;  Mr.  Bishop, 
perch.  On  Dec.  11  we  finished  revising  the  club  rules  and 
passed  minutes  in  regard  to  the  roving  competition  to  take 
place  oa  Dec.  16  at  St.  Margarets  ;  all  to  start  by  the  9  8 
train.  Members  not  going  on  first  occasion  (all  prizes  not 
taken)  will  not  be  eligible  for  the  following  week.— E.  W. 
Bishop. 

Ipswi  h  Pisoatorial  Ramblers.  The  Lock 
Tavern,  Ipswich. — On  Monday  last,  in  company  with 
Messrs.  E  Stewart  and  A.  E.  Sparkes,  I  paid  a  visit  to 
Reedham  Market.  It  was  a  glorious  day,  bat  the  spoit 
was  but  moderate.  We  only  landed  three  fish  between  us, 
two  of  which  were  just  under  size  and  were  returned.  Mr. 
C.  E.  Cotohing,  fishing  in  private  water  with  paste  for 
roach,  hooked  a  lOoz.  trout,  which  was  of  course  im- 
mediately returned.  A  general  meeting  is  fixed  for 
Fridiy  evening. — H.  C.  Westgate. 

Islin  .jtan  Bf  others  fugling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms.  Canoabury-rcad,  N.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Dec.  9  :  Mr.  Benny,  a  very  nice  show  of  bream  and  roach, 
211b.  5|oz  ;  Mr.  Howard,  roach  and  rudd ;  Mr.  Herbert, 
roach,  dace,  and  chub;  Mr.  Reeve,  roach;  Mr.  Croker, 
roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Brookman,  roacti,  chub,  and  gudgeon  • 
Mr.  Perry,  dace.  Matoh  on  Dec.  23  at  Richmond.  1 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  Tuesday,  as  it  i»  the  final 
night  for  arranging  for  the  entries,  fees,  &o.— J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaafe  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E  — We 
compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  Dec.  16,  at  Sbiplake  ; 
also  for  three  specials  on  Wednesday  next,  19th,  on 
the  Lea,  between  the  Fish  and  Esls  and  the  Lock  at  St. 
Margarets.  Mr.  J.  Leonard  weighed-in  jack  on  Dec.  9. 
H.  B. 
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J*  xT^®*.  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne- 

road,  Nortn  Kensington —Our  match  at  Cookham  on  the 
9th  was  very  successful,  we  had  a  good  attendance 
and  a  very  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  All  cur  prizes 
were  taken  with  rather  small  shows  of  fi.=ih,  by  the 
following :  Messrs.  Redington,  sen..  Manning,  Giles 
Betce,  Moody,  Redington,  jun..  and  Woodward.  Other 
members  also  weighed-in. — G.  Bence. 

£>inoQla  Angling  Sooi8S>,  Mstropolitaa.  Win- 
oaester-street.  N.— On  Deo.  9  the  following  weighed-in  • 
Messrs.  Cook,  Holmes.  Farr,  Biggs,  White,  Rickham! 
Stevens,  Aston,  Hawkins,  and  Evans,  each  winning  a 
prize.  _  There  are  eight  prizes  left  for  Dec.  11;  same 
conditions.  I  must  ask  members  who  have  promised 
prizes  to  let  me  have  them  by  .  Wednesday  next  — W 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling    Association,  Bes  Hotel, 

yueen-sqnare,  Liverpool.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  of 
this  association  was  held  on  Thursday,  there  being  a  good 
muster  of  members.  The  competition  at  Bangor  (which 
will  be  the  last  match  this  season)  resulted  in  Mr  White 
capturmg  the  second  prize,  and  Mr.  T.  Pennington  securing 
the  third.  The  first  prize  was  not  won,  in  oonaequenca  of 
the  gross  weight  of  fish  caught  not  coming  up  to  our 
standard.  The  liver  was  very  high,  and  the  water  was 
discoloured  and  dirty.  The  weather  was  singularly  mild 
for  this  advanced  season  of  the  year,  but  fortunately  no 
ram  fell;  to,  taken  altogether,  the  outing  may  be  voted  a 
success  It  would  be  appreciated  if  the  members  would 
kindly  turn  np  with  more  regularity,  as  there  are  several 
important  matters  on  the  tapis,  not  the  least  interesting 
being  the  arranging  of  our  annual  dinner.— Rosicbucian 

IiSchnobite  Angling  JSooiety,  Ben  Jonsou,  Shoe- 
lane,  Jij.O.— The  Christmas  competition  will  be  fished  off 
a,t  Kingston  on  Deo.  15  and  16.  Members  are  still  at 
liberty  to  enter.  Three  prizes.  New  rule  cards  will  be 
ready  shortly.- Hon.  Sec. 

North-East  Biothers  Angling  Sooietyr  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— We  had  another 
very  nice  show  of  fish  in  our  clubroom,  all  of  our  trays 
being  full,  and  the  following  members  weighed-in- 
Messrs.  E.  Lamb,  very  nice  show  of  roach;  J.  Baton 
roach,  dace,  and  bream  ;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach  and  dace- 
C.  Lamb,  sen.,  roich  ;  W.  Richards,  sen.,  roach  and  dace  • 
H.  Hart,  roach;  Thorn,  jick.  On  Deo.  19  a  special 
meeting  takes  place  re  Christmas  prizes.  Distribution  of 
Christmas  prizes  will  takelplaoe  on  Deo.  22,  when  we  will 
also  have  a  smoking  concert  to  finish  up  the  evenioff  — G 
Taylor.  a-  ^^ 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.— On  Dec.  9  only  three 
pr.zes  were  taken  by  the  following  :  Mr.  Boorman,  Mr 
Ford,  and  Mr.  Hayes.  Will  the  members  attend  next 
meeting,  and  draw  for  the  other  prizes  left  over  ?— H 
Stretch. 

Oglander  PisoRtorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  Eist  Dulwioh.— On  Dec.  9  we  had  a  fair 
show  of  fish,  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  Dold  having  top  weight, 
4!b.  ISJrz. ;  Mr.  Lawrenson,  31b.  14Joz. ;  Mr.  Geo  Cart- 
^l^-         '  Nayler,  lib. ;  and  Messrs. 

Mueller,  Myers,  and  Moyler,  6oz  each.  The  largest  roach 
wasjtaken  by  Mr.  G.  Cartwrighi,avery  thick-set,  handjome 
tsh,  lib.  ejoz.  It  IS  in  the  hacds  of  the  taxidermist.  On 
Tuesday  we  had  a  good  meeting,  and  enrolled  ten  more 
new  members,  VIZ.  :  Messrs.  W«ll8,  Henderson,  Moorcroft 
Woolnough  Winter,  Cloons,  Bye,  Rolfe,  Bampton,  and 
Dove.  On  Dec.  20  we  have  our  usual  concert  and  distiibu- 
tion  of  Christmas  prizes.  We  have  the  promise  of  Old 
Izaak  to  put  in  an  appearance,  and  I  trust  anglers  generally 
will  give  us  a  look  in  on  this  occasion.  Members  please 
note  the  third  round  of  our  Christmas  prize  outing  will  he 
held  03  Dec.  16  and  17.  Other  particulars  will  be  decided 
by  the  committee  on  Friday  night,  and  placed  on  the  notice 
board.— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Orig-^al  Alcsandra  Anglinf'  Sooietv.  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green —On  Dec  9 
A.  Birch  weighed-in  roach,  81b.  e^nz, ;  j,  Slade,  roach, 
lib.  Ujoz. ;  G.  Barrs,  one  roach,  IS^oz. ;  J.  Davis,  dace 
4Joz.  Wednesday,  Dec.  19,  is  quarterly  n-ght.  G.  Slow 
has  been  elected  a  working  member. — George 

Original  Ckrkenwell  Pis cato  ial '  Society, 
Coich  and  Horses,  St.  John's-lane,  Clerkenwell.-On 
Dec.  9  Mr.  Abbott,  roach  ;  Mr.  Smith,  roach  and  dace  • 
Mr.  Callow,  roach.    On  Deo.  22  we  have  a  smoking 


j  concert  and  distribution  of  Christmas  prizes.  I  hope 
,  anglers  will  give  us  a  turn  on  that  night ;  ladies  oordially 
invited  The  next  return  visit  takes  place  at  the  above 
club;  dite  later  ;  Clerkenwell  and  Distriot.-A.  Hill 
tJ**'^?  Anpling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
lottenham.— Phe  following  have  wei«hed-in  since  my  last 
report:  Deo.  2,  Messrs.  Reitz  and  Tracy,  pwoh ;  Deo.  9 
u  ,''''^°^>  P®'''^'^'         rudd;  Mr.  Gates! 

roach  ;  Mr  Bletchley,  roach  ;  and  Messrs.  Reitz  and  For 
perch.  Other  members  were  out,  but  did  not  arrive  in 
timn  to  weigh-m. — H.  Gates. 

A  Bjothers  Angling  Society,  Masons' 

Arms,  Bast-street,  Walworth.  8.E.-I  must  request 
secretaries  who  have  not  already  done  so  to  let  me  have 
returns  for  programmes  of  our  A.B.S.  concert  on  the  27th 
ult.as  l  am  desirous  of  sending  same  to  headquarters. 
Olubs  please  note,  we  take  the  next  Central  visit,  and  have 
faxed  the  date  for  Jan.  15,  1901,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  old 
and  many  new  friends.  Our  late  host,  Mr.  W.  Abel 
added  to  our  prize  list.  At  A.B.S.  concert  of  Anchorand 
Hope  many  of  our  boys  attended,  and  were  delighted  with 
the  elaborate  programme  provided.  Our  Christmas  matoh  on 
Dec.  9  most  members  attended.  All  prizes  were  taken, 
»T   ^ -L,  ^^^^^^  ^  P""*"  of  fish.    Mr.  Scott,  first  • 

r  ^'"■^"'^  '        Hatherill,  third  ;  Mr.  Regardso 

fourth  ;  Mr.  B.  Stone,  fifth;  Mr.  Markey,  sixth-  Mr 
Ilsley,  seventh ;  Mr.  Patey,  eighth ;  Mr.  Swann,  ninth. 
^  ext  week,  quarter  night.  All  members  attend  to  clear 
books,  appoint  auditors,  also  committee  and  delegate  for 
ensuicg  quarter.  A  special  item  is  also  to  be  put  before 
memoers  by— T.  G.  Gibbs, 

Phoenlz  Angling  aooiety.  The  Tavisf^ock,  Stibbing- 
^n-street.  N.W.-On  Dec.  9  Messrs.  Bonffler,  F.  Dove 
Hammond,  Carr,  Norman,  and  Carter  helped  to  make  a 
good  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Members  are  requested  to 
turn  up  and  attend  to  important  business  this  century.— 
R.  C. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street.  Soho-square.— On  Dec.  9  we  fished  our 
competition  at  Richmond,  Messrs.  Mahoney  and  Weedon 
being  the  successful  members.  Messrs.  Pope  and  Cawley 
weighed-in  from  other  waters.  We  also  distributed  our 
prizes  on  Wednesday  last.- J.  Gibbons. 

B-oyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms. 
Coborn-rMd  Bow,  E.-On  Dac.  8  the  following  wughed! 
i^iC  n  Williams,  roach,  101b.  Icz. ;  E.  Perry,  roach, 
51b,  Goz. ;  Tisshaw,  jack,  21b.  Mr.  G.  Yeo  and  T.  Parker 
showed  some  nice  roach.— F.  Pignatelli. 

Second  Surrey  Angliai?  Society,  The  Sun. 
Bonitace-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— On  Dec  9 
Mr.  Ireland,  jack;  Mr.  G.  Ireland,  roach  and  dace;  Mr' 
Wright  and  Hulbert  had  fish.  Oa  the  16th  we  have  some 
grand  prizes  to  fish  for  at  Datchet ;  towpath  only  — W  B 

Seymonr  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  "and 
Maeen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— A  few  of  the 
above  club  members  went  out  on  Dac.  9  for  the  remaining 
prizes,  when  the  following  were  successful,  viz  •  Messra 

f^u^^TaP''^"'  ^^'^  y^^^  18'^-  7|oz.  ;  E.  Henson!' 
1010.  144OZ.,  second,  winning  two  prizes  given  by  Mr  W 
King,  of  the  Golden  Barbel.  Mr.  S.  King  and  W.  Aldis 
also  won  two  of  the  remaining  Christmas  prizes  with  roach 
and  j  ick.  Mr.  Spalding  and  Mr.  W.  Roach  also  showed 
some  roach.— W.  Aldis, 

^u^^,  Association,  Gold- 

hawk  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.— The  second  supper  of 
the  season  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening  last.  Several 
of  the  members  who  lad  signified  their  intention  of  being 
present  failed  to  put  in  an  appearance,  consequently  the 
attendance  was  not  quite  up  to  the  average ;  but  those 
who  did  attend  were  amply  rewarded  by  spending  a  moei 
enjoyable  evening.  Among  the  compiny  were  Mr.  C 
Benwell  (president),  in  the  chair,  Mr.  G.  Pluckrose  (vice- 
president),  Messrs.  Baldock,  Brooke,  Gray,  Kerven  Ellis 
Jenner,  Wingett,  Raid,  Herbert,  Lanark,  Gash,  'Taylor! 
Heard  &c.  Mention  should  not  be  omitted  of  the  fact 
that  the  association  had  the  satisfaction  of  welcoming  the 
late  president,  Mr.  L.  S.  Fountaine,  who  has  done  so 
much  in  the  past  for  its  welfare.  It  was  the  more 
pleasurable  as,  unfortunately,  owing  to  long  con- 
tinned  illness,  Mr.  Fountaine  is  so  seldom  able  to 
be  present  at  such  affairs.  The  musical  portion  of  the 
programme  was  exoelleot,  the  members  having  the  in- 
valuable  assistance  of  Mr.  Sidney  Anning,  who  not  on'y 
aftordtd  much  help  to  the  vocalists,  bat  contributed  an 
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ever  hId\"eLf "^"itwl""*  'V"^'  K^'  i '    '  ""^         ^''^  ^  ^^'^'^^  ^^^P-*  ^^^ence  than  he  probably 

ever  naa  Detore.    .    .    .    Altogether  an  admirable  volume."— Bij-mwi^^iam  Daily  Post.  ^ 

"  Not  only  alive  with  interest,  but  should  make  a  valuable  book  of  reference.  . 
achievements  of  our  Navy  could  hardly  be  desired  than  thiB."~Glasgow  Herald. 


A  more  complete  and  concise  record  in  popular  form  of  the  growth  and 
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ezceediogly  funoy  mutioal  sketch,  entitled  "A  Musical 
Family,"  and  also  sang  with  great  effect  "  When  Father 
Laid  the  Carpet  on  the  Stairs."  Among  the  members 
who  assisted  to  vocally  interest  the  company  special  men- 
tion should  be  made  of  the  following :  Mr.  Herbert,  who 
sang  "  The  Last  Master  "  and  ' '  Anchored  "  in  quite  Lis 
beat  style  ;  Mr.  Baldook  contributed  in  excellent  manner 
"  The  Storm  "  and  "  The  Mighty  Deep  "  ;  Mr.  Gray,  an 
old  favourite,  "  The  Farmer's  Boy  " ;  Mr.  Brooke,  who 
was  in  fine  form,  "The  Wolf"  and  "Friar  of  Orders 
Grey";  Mr.  Pluokrose,  "Dame  Margaret"  and  "The 
Death  of  Nelson"  in  a  most  pleasant  manner; 
Mr.  A.  Eeid  convulsed  the  audience  with  a  very 
amusing  atump  speech ;  Mr.  Wingett  emg  "  Then 
You'll  Remember  Me"  very  excellently;  the  secretary, 
who  obliged  with  "Nothing,"  and  last,  but  not  least,  the 
highly  popular  president,  Mr.  Benwell,  who  sang  with 
telling  effect  "The  Pilot."  The  supper  reflected  the 
greatest  credit  on  the  proprietor,  Mr.  A.  H.  J.  Heard. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Benwell  for  presiding, 
and  to  Mr.  Sidney  Anning  for  hig  services.  The  National 
Anthem  closed  the  proceedings.  A  goodly  numbsr  of 
members  have  been  out,  and  fair  sport  has  resulted.  The 
new  silver  championship  cup  is  now  to  hand,  and  has  been 
much  admired.   Next  ordinary  meeting  Dec.  19. — C.  E. 

Silver  Trout  Angfliusr  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Deo.  9  our  cup 
and  prize  outing  was  very  successful,  when  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  Fletcher,  51b.  4Joz. ;  Phillips, 
41b.  15Joz. ;  Smales,  41b.  6Joz. ;  B.  Jacobs,  31b.  14oz. ; 
Williams,  21b.  SJoz. ;  Pettit,  lib.  lOJoz. ;  Clark,  Woollon, 
and  Smith,  lib.  SJoz.  each ;  also  Renaut  and  Franco 
weighed-in  show  of  jack  and  roach.  A  prize  of  a  turkey 
has  bsen  offered  for  the  best  show  of  fish  taken  from  the 
Thames  (bank  only)  on  Sunday  or  Tuesday  next.  Mem- 
bers who  have  not  done  so,  kindly  attend  and  clear  books. 

Sontli  Bermondse^  Clnb  and  Institute  Fisca- 
torials,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Several  members 
were  out  on  Dec.  9,  but  met  with  poor  results.  Mr.  P. 
AUum  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  T.  Whichelow, 
dace.  On  Deo.  16  our  Christmas  outing  will  take  place  at 
Hampton  Court.  Trains  from  Waterloo,  8.15  or  after ; 
returning  by  6.10  p.m.  train.  All  to  report  themselves  to 
either  of  the  stewards  on  the  bank.  We  have  now 
twenty-seven  prizes,  and  no  doubt  we  shall  add  to  the  list 
Toy  the  end  of  the  week  ;  hoping  to  see  a  good  muster  on 
Friday  night. — J.  H.  Davies. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 
— The  first  visit  on  this  list  since  the  reorganieation  will 
take  place  at  the  United  Brothers  A.S.,  Druid's  Head, 
Church-street,  Deptford  Broadway,  on  Monday  next, 
Dec.  17,  at  9  p.m.,  when  it  is  hoped  that  every  club  in  the 
South  London  district  will  arrange  to  be  represented. 
The  United  Brothers  richly  deserve  a  successful  visit,  and 
will,  I  am  assured,  repay  the  obligation.  Chairman,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade,  president  of  the  list ;  vice-chairman,  Mr. 
W.  R.  Lawes.  S.E.  Ry.  and  Met.  Ey.  trains  to  New 
Cross,  trams  pass  the  door. — Alf.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec, 
10,  Warndon-street,  Rotherhithe,  S.E. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Bhodeswell- 
road,  Limehouse. — Only  two  weighed-in  on  Dec.  9 :  Mr. 
Brock  got  among  the  jick,  Mr.  Jolly  weighed-in  roach. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset- 
road,  Clapham. — The  following  weighed-in  on  Dec.  9  : 
Messrs.  Barker,  roach  and  bream ;  G.  Tirrell,  perch ;  W. 
Shepherd,  dace.  I  hope  all  members  will  turn  up  on 
Tuesday  for  the  distribution,  as  there  is  a  big  discuesion 
to  come  on,  re  our  annual  supper. — A,  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  The  Commercial 
Hotel,  Martin-street,  Stratford,  B. — Our  Christmas  prize 
outiog  at  Hatfield  Peveril,  on  the  9th,  was  a  great  success, 
all  prizes  being  taken  by  the  following  members  :  Messrs. 
Payne,  Hobbs,  Sandiland,  Simmons,  Grande,  Rowbotham, 
and  Race.  Members  please  attend  early  next  Wednes- 
day.— G.  A.  Payne. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  week  the  foUowiog 
have  weighed-in  fish :  Mr.  Steven,  jack ;  Mr.  Burnham, 
jack ;  Mr.  Batchelor,  perch ;  Mr.  T.  Carpentier,  roach, 
51b.  12ioz. ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Smith,  roach,  31b.  14Joz.  ;  Mr. 
C.  E.  Lock,  roach  and  dace,  41b.  7cz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barber,  roach. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham. — We  held,  on  Dec.  9,  another  competition 
for  Christmas  prizes.  The  result  was  :  Mr.  Frank  Allen, 
first,  141b.  ioz. ;  Mr.  A.  Osborne,  second,  lUb.  3oz. ;  Mr. 
H.  M.  Easton,  third,  81b.  2Joz.  There  was  the  bigqest 
show  of  fish  the  club  has  had  yet.  Eleven  members 
weighed-in  ;  total  weight  was  831b.  6Joz.  The  committee 
are  arranging  a  series  of  specimen  prizes  for  Christmas 
week  ;  three  prizes  are  already  offered.  One  new  member 
was  elected  last  meeting  night. — Geo.  Baekow. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford. — Since  our  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  W.  J.  Mackrell,  151b. 
of  very  nice  roach ;  J.  Payne,  roach ;  W.  Drage,  roach 
and  bream.  The  South  London  visit  takes  place  at  our 
clubhouse  on  Monday  night,  the  17th  inst.,  and  we  hope  to 
have  a  good  muster. — F.  Beak. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
Dec.  2  the  following  weighed  decent  shows  :  T.  Austin, 
71b.  2oz.;  J.  Toothill,  7ib.  2|oz.;  H.  Clarke,  51b.  lOoz.  ; 
W.  Toothill,  31b.  15Joz.  (the  fish  being  roach,  chub,  dace, 
and  gudgeon).  On  Dec,  19  we  have  a  concert  and  distribu- 
tion of  prizes.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  Ee3  friends  and 
members  from  other  clubs. — George  Smith, 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish  :  On  Dec.  2,  Mr,  Clegg,  roach,  and  Mr,  Walton, 
j*ck  (a  grand  show) ;  on  Dec.  9,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  Walton,  roach.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on 
Dec.  11.   We  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  16  at 
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Datchet ;  roving ;  usual  conditions.    Hon,  members  are 
entitled  to  compete  providing  they  see  t^e  secretary  before 
thev  start.— H.  C. 
Walham  Oresn  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.  —  A  fully-attended 
meeting.  Absent  members  please  remember  Christmas 
outing  on  Dec.  16;  several  good  prizes;  start  8. 40  fr.  m 
Paddington ;  show  fish  not  later  than  six  o'clock  at  Red 
Lion,  Bourse  End.  A  supper  will  take  place  immediately 
afterwards  at  the  above  hou-:e.  The  following  weighed-in 
on  Dec,  9  ;  Messrs.  Templeman,  dace  ;  Price  and  Bradley, 
bream,  roach,  and  dace  ;  Palmer,  chub  ;  Fancourt,  a  very 
nice  jack  181b,  ejoz.— W.  L.  Kerry. 

Walthamr,.ow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow, — We  had  a  fine  show  of 
fish  on  Dec.  9,  our  new  members  showing  up  in  fine  form. 
Me-srs.  Skelsey,  jack,  largest  4|lb. ;  W.  Osment,  chub, 
41b.,  also  roach  and  perch  ;  J.  P.  Howell,  psrch  ;  Hook, 
perch ;  Poore,  perch ;  Browning,  perch ;  G.  Ostnenth, 
perch;  Dutton,  jack ;  Howell,  roach;  and  Bird,  jack. — 

M.  SCHOCKE. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shem- 
hall-street,  Walthamstow. — Our  members  brought  up  a 
fine  show  of  fish  on  Deo.  9.  Mr.  Pardham  obtained  roach 
and  dace ;  Mr.  Odart.  roach  ;  Mr.  Riley  had  some  nice 
perch  ;  also  Mr.  Sizer  and  Mr.  Dan,  jack.  We  again  re- 
mind anglers  and  friends  of  our  visit  on  20th  of  A.B.S.— 
W.  Callctjtt. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Bydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— Our  members  fished  again  for  Christmas 
prizes  at  Rye  House,  on  the  9th,  with  very  poor  results, 
only  four  being  taken,  as  follows;  Mr.  Govier,  jack;  Mr. 
F.  Betuex,  perch  ;  Mr.  G,  Betuex,  perch  ;  and  Mr.  Har- 
man,  roach ;  Mr,  Styman  also  had  perch,  but  failed  to 
reach  the  limit.  The  remaining  prizez  to  be  competed  for 
on  the  16th  ;  members  to  choose  their  own  waters  ;  leave 
London  on  the  morning  of  competition  only. — H.  Heir, 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  the  9th,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish  :  Messrs. 
Newton,  sen.,  Kettnus,  Homer,  Pethurst,  Turner, 
Lowther  (roach  and  dace)  Burling  (roach  and  jack),  I 
hope  aU  the  members  that  pronaised  Christmas  prizes  will 
not  forget  the  24th,  as  that  is  the  night  to  give  them  out. 
There  are  five  more  prizes  to  be  fished  for  at  the  same 
place — R.  Lowther. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  The  White  Hart, 
Tottenham  Hale,  N. — On  Dec.  9  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  W.  Bragg,  roach ;  W.  Butler,  roach  and  dace ;  A. 
Langton,  roach  and  chub ;  A.  E.  Hoy,  perch ;  W. 
Anthony,  dace.  The  following  were  the  winners^  of 
Christmas  prizes  in  rotation  ;  W.  Butler,  1st,  also  heaviest 
roach ;  W.  Williams,  2nd ;  C.  Debney,  3rd,  also  heaviest 
jack;  D.  Knight,  4th  ;  A.  Langton,  5th;  D.  Thorpe,  sen., 
6th ;  F.  Hoy.  7th ;  W.  Anthony,  8th ;  W.  Bragg,  9th  ; 
A.  E.  Hoy,  10th;  H.  Walton,  11th,  also  heaviest  perch. 
Members  please  note  the  distribution,  to  be  followed  with 
a  concert,  takes  place  at  8  p.m.  sharp  on  Monday,  Dec.  24, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — W.  E.  Beaumont. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead,  —  Our  members' 
sport  was  not  quite  so  good  this  week.  F.  Cresswell, 
jack,  perch,  roach,  and  dace  ;  W.  Brown,  roach  ;  J.  R. 
Howcroft,  jack,  roach,  and  perch.  I  regret  to  announce 
the  death,  after  a  long  illness,  of  Mr.  G.  Grimwood, 
formerly  a  member  of  this  club,  and  for  whom  a  benefit 
was  organised  in  this  district  a  short  time  ago.  The 
deceased  was  a  genial  angling  companion,  and  one  who 
will  be  greatly  missed.  In  sorrow  we  now  say  of  him  the 
words  he  invariably  uttered  when  he  saw  his  float  dis- 
appear, "  Good-bye  !"  Good-bye  !"  Good-bye  !" — J.  R.  H. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Kovers  jekngling  Society. 
The  Windmill,  Park-road,  Clapham. — Open  roving  match 
takes  place  on  Dec.  16  for  three  prizes.  Not  less  than  lib. 
of  fish  to  weigh.  On  Tuesday  next  we  hold  a  meeting  for 
the  benefit  of  one  of  our  old  members,  J.  Blackman,  who 
has  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  mother.  Having  to  be 
at  the  expenses  of  the  burial  himself,  and  being  out  of 
work,  he  is  in  rather  straitened  circumstances. — F,  T. 


A  POINT  OF  VIEW  TOR  CHRISTMAS. 

Perpetual  self-seeking,  and  self-coddling,  and  avoidance 
of  all  avoidable  pains  and  duties  ought  to  make  us  dis- 
contented, aod  they  do.  Part  of  our  time  and  strength  we 
have  need  to  devote  to  labours  whereof  the  pay  comes  not 
in  oaslh,  nor  in  ordinary  pleasures  or  advantages,  but  in 
satisfactions  which  are  spiritual  and  benefit  our  souls.  We 
all  know  that  theoretically,  but  in  practice  we  are  very  apt 
to  overlook  it.  When  we  have  plenty  of  food  and  no 
appetite,  we  know  that  it  will  pay  us  better  to  work  up  an 
appetite  than  to  seek  new  species  of  tempting  food  ;  but 
when  the  conditions  under  which  we  live  are  reasonably 
good,  and  we  have  pleasures  and  privileges  in  fair  quantity 
and  are  still  restless,  we  don't  always  recognise  that  what 
we  need  is  not  more  enjoyments,  but  a  better  appetite  for 
those  we  already  command.  It  is  conceivable  that  when 
the  millennium  comes  everything  will  go  right  in  the  earth, 
and  for  a  long  time  together  there  will  be  nothing  to 
bather  about.  But  meantime,  while  there  is  so  much  to 
bother  about,  I  cannot  think  anyone  entirely  fortunate 
who  is  not  bothered  in  reasonable  proportion  to  his  powers. 
To  have  no  anxieties,  to  be  subject  to  no  annoyances,  to 
have  no  unwelcome  duties  and  no  occasion  for  self-denial, 
is  not  by  any  means  to  be  i.n  a  good  case.  Anyone  finding 
himself  in  such  a  predicament  is  bound  to  go  out  and 
hunt  up  labours  and  troubles  merely  i*  make  life  worth 
living.  Every  one  of  us  is  a  wheel  with  cogs  in  it,  meant 
to  fit  in  with  other  cogged  wheels  and  turn  more  or  less 
laboriously  and  effectively  in  the  great  human  machine. 
Either  we  fit  ourselves  into  that  machine  and  turn  with 
the  other  wheels,  or  we  go  to  the  scrap-heap.— Christmas 
Scribnei''s. 
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ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 
RICHMOND  COMPETITION. 

The  prizss  won  at  -  Richmond  were  distributed  on 
Tuesday  evening  last  at  the  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Notting  Hill.  The  large  room  was  filled  to 
oveiflowing,  and  the  presentation  was  expelitioutly  got 
through.  The  greatest  credit  is  dus  to  Mr.  C.  Chaplaia 
for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  prizes  had  been 
arranged  in  an  adjoining  room.  Every  prize  was  numbered, 
and  a  host  of  friends  assisted  in  carrying  them  up  at  the 
call  of  the  chairman.  The  first  winner  was  Mr.  Oakley, 
who  chose  the  marble  timepiece  given  by  Ye  Olde  Brewery 
Tap  A.S.,  who  also  secured  the  eilver  medal  given  by  Mr. 
Shepherd,  Queen's  Piscatorials.  Musical  honours  fol- 
lowed. The  second  was  Teddy  Baxter,  of  the  Cobden 
A.S.,  who  secured  Mrs.  Mesaum's  dinner  service.  The 
remainder  of  the  prizes  were  taken  by  the  following 
anglers  in  the  order  named  :  Messrs.  Miller,  Beck, 
Taylor,  Howard,  Massey,  Robinson,  Bignell,  Smith, 
Herbert,  Gates,  Riddell,  Boutheler,  Simpson,  Houghton, 
Ide,  Lewis,  Cook,  Holman,  Hnlbert,  Templeman,  Broply, 
Wright,  Briggs,  King,  Hoggett,  Knill,  Everidge,  S'ailcock, 
Osborne,  Manning,  Hill,  Parker,  Boyd,  Vogan,  F.  Briggs, 
Dodson,  Ward,  Fordham,  Burgan,  Walker,  Bracknell, 
Hemens,  Hall,  Dunn,  Reddington,  Hurrel,  Glass,  W, 
Price,  Hitchccck,  Golding,  Morris,  H.  Jackson,  Reade, 
Mathews,  H.  Challen,  Wild,  Qailter,  Martin,  Small, 
Rolph,  Grist,  Greggs,  Coulson,  Starr,  Henson,  Massey, 
Bradley,  Jenkins,  Vogan,  Hare,  Woodham,  Martin, 
Critcher,  Wall,  Rogers,  Benney,  Williams,  Moundry, 
Thorpe,  Wells,  Goss,  Smith,  Kaull,  Biddle,  Barrow, 
Kirby,  Harding,  Hayes,  Addison,  Millett,  ane  Biddle. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  distribution  the  chairman  com- 
plimented the  committee  upon  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  they  had  conducted  the  competition.  "Ben"  had 
worked  (as  is  his  wont)  like  a  Trojan,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  all  who  had  assisted  in  adding  to 
the  funds  of  the  A.B.S, 

The  amount  to  be  handed  over  will  be  announced  later. 

Mr,  Adams,  of  the  Camden  A.S.,  who  wore  out  a  pair 
of  boots  on  competition  day  perambulating  the  banks  of 
the  Thames  collecting  the  pence,  was  awarded  a  diploma 
of  honour. 

Mr.  Russell  Blacklock  was  the  talented  pianist,  and 
several  songs  were  admirably  rendered,  bringing  a  most 
pleasant  and  successful  evening  to  a  close. 


CHELTENHAM  ANGLERS'  DINNER. 

The  members  of  the  Cheltenham  Angling  Club  sat 
down  to  a  capital  spread  in  the  Royal  Hotel  Assembly 
Rooms  recently.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Stewart 
(president),  and  others  included  in  a  company  of  fifty-four 
were  Mr.  Edwinson  Green  (ex-president),  Capt.  Peake, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General  Ringer.  Mr.  W.  W.  Barron,  Mr. 
Thornton  (treasurer).  Mr.  J,  L.  Butler,  Councillor  H. 
Waghorne,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  T.  J.  King,  Waite,  W.  H. 
Davies,  G.  A.  Powell  (secretary).  W,  H,  Parker,  C.  F. 
Green,  F.  S.  Gale,  F.  W,  Vyall.  C.  Dawes,  C.  Malvern, 
Evans,  Steptoe,  A.  W.  Tuson,  Price  Morris,  Johnson, 
Such,  Woodward,  Miller,  &o.  After  the  loyal  toasts  the 
secretary  announced  that  letters  of  apology  for  al)3enoa 
had  been  received  from  Councillors  Cooper,  Parsonage, 
Stroud,  and  Preston,  and  Messrs.  A.  H.  Taylor,  R.  J, 
Vallender  (Gloucester),  A.  Lamb,  and  R.  Steel. 

After  the  toasts  of  "  The  Imperial  Forces,"  and  "Pro- 
fession, Town,  and  Trade,"  Mr,  Parker  proposed  the 
popular  toast  of  the  ex-president  (Mr.  Edwinson  Green), 
and  added  that  that  gentleman  has  been  president  of  the 
club  almost  from  its  foundation  twenty  years  ago  until 
last  year.  Having  paid  a  high  tribute  to  Mr.  Green's 
unfailing  zeal  for  the  club's  welfare,  his  knowledge  of  ita 
affairs,  and  his  generosity  and  social  qualities  as  an  angler, 
the  result  of  which  was  that  the  club  had  been  brought  to 
a  high  state  of  respectability,  he  presented  the  ex-president, 
on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  fellow  members,  with  a 
handsome  hall  clock,  striking  hours  and  half  hours, 
with  barometer  attached.  The  plate  on  the  clock  bore  a 
suitable  inscription,  testifying  to  Mr.  Green's  services  as 
president  of  the  club  for  seventeen  years,  Mr.  Stewart 
interposed  that  the  record  indicated  the  patience  of  Job 
and  the  judgment  of  Solomon  (applause).  Mr.  Edwinson 
Green's  health  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Elwinson  Green  replied  with  considerable  emotion, 
and  indulged  in  interesting  reminiscences  of  his  fishing 
exporiences.  His  work  as  president  had  been  simply  a 
labour  of  love,  and  he  had  not  expected  any  reward  for  it. 
The  club  had  attained  a  position  second  to  none  in  the 
Kingdom,  and  owned  the  best  water  in  the  Midlands 
(applause).  This  was  his  highest  reward,  but  he  received 
their  gift  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  had  been  given. 

"  The  Cheltenham  Angling  Club,"  and  other  compli- 
mentary toasts  were  proposed  and  responded  to,  and 
during  the  evening  songs  were  rendered  by  Captain 
Peake,  Messrs.  Dawes,  Philip  Hope,  E.  G.  MiUer, 
Baldwin,  B.  Steptoe,  and  F.  Steptoe.  Mr.  F,  Clarke 
accompanied.  Mr.  Newton  contributed  some  acceptable 
banjo  solos.  Altogether,  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 


American  Books.— A  catalogne  of  American  books  in  varloas 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Maraton 
and  Co..  Limited.  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
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I,  ^  Special  meeting  of  the  T.A.P.S  Committee  was 
held  on  Tuesday  last  at  0  p.m..  Mr.  Alderman  Nnthall 
ccoupyiog  the  chair  ard  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  the  vice-chair. 
iHe  other  members  present  were  Mr.  O'Djwd.  Mr.  Fred 
Berry^  Mr.  T.  Gomm,  Mr.  Wheeley,  Mr.  Blemcra,  and 
Mr.  HiggiDs,  the  hon.  secretary.  The  tusioeBS  was  to 
appom.  a  head  river-keeper  to  snccsed  Mr.  Doog'as,  and 
the  choice  has  fallen  on  J.  Eyre,  who  prodnoed  tirst-olasa 
testimonials,  and  he  will  commence  his  duties  at  once.  It 
IS  to  be  hoped  that  as  there  aie  row  two  paid  keepers,  one 
a.  Staines  and  the  other  at  Twickenham,  the  angling 
fraternity  v ill  behave  liberally  towards  the  funds  of  the 

•  n.  •■'  8°tbatby  increased  vigilance  the  stock  of  fish 
in  the  river  may  te  kept  Bp  and  iacreased  for  the  benefit 
ot  ail  good  anglers. 

•  Crumplen  presided  at  the  concert  at  the  Thomas 
a  Beckett  Old  Kent-road,  on  Monday  evening  last  in  aid 
ot  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S.  The  large  and  handsome  room 
was  literally  packed,  and  the  talent  was  of  the  very  best. 
ibe  obair  was  occupied  later  in  the  evening  by  Mr.  G.  H 
bhapherd,  host  of  the  Bermcndsey  Brothers  and  Peckham 
li  rot  here.  George  looks  none  the  worse  for  his  serious 
accident,  and  appealed  to  all  present  to  support  that  noble 
iistitution-the  A.B.S.  Mr.  Wade  (hon.seo.)  and  Mr. 
1<  rank  Newton  followed  him,  giving  many  illostrations  of 
the  good  work  the  society  is  doing. 

 >»«»<  

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next  (Dec  17) 
at  o  D.m.  a        ^         .  / 


Anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  Louis  Chaplaia, 
host  of  the  Ban  Jonson,  is  making  favourable  progress 
towards  recovery  after  a  long  illness. 


The  proprietors  of  the  Welsh  Harp  Fishery  at  Hendon 
WUI  turn  into  the  lake  a  large  quantity  of  18in.  to  24iD. 
pike  coming  from  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor.  Lines.,  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  15,  at  three  o'clock. 

 >-»<»<  

^-".WRITES:  St  John's  Bridge,  Leohlade,  is 
well  known  to  the  up-nver  angler  as  one  of  the  best  pike- 
hshiDg  stations  on  the  Thames.  A  well-known  London 
nnaneier  has  lately  bought  several  acres  of  land  on  the 
site  of  the  old  priory  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  and  has 
been  carrying  out  extensive  excavations  thereat  with  no 
little  Euccess.  Amongst  the  various  curios  fonnd  in  the 
meadow  close  to  the  Trout  Inn  have  been  upwards  of 
forty  skeletons,  m  wonderful  preservation,  considering 
that  oectunss  have  passed  since  they  were  laid  to  their  rest, 
and  one  of  the  skeletons  was  that  of  a  female  in  curious 
y-shaped  slab  burial,  which  preceded  the  8ton=)  coffin  age. 
Amongst  other  things  found  are  silver  and  copper  coins  of 
Edward  III.,  James  I.,  and  Charles  I.  and  II.,  old  spurs 
and  curbq,  beautiful  specimens  of  thirteenth  century 
tUeinp  and  paving,  curious  old  painted  ware,  glass  quaintly 
and  nchly  painted,  and  old  vases.  The  gentleman  who 
bought  the  land  has  formed  a  small  museum  of  his  curios 
"^a  II  "^"'"S  bungalow  close  to  the  back  of  the  Trout, 
and  they  have  been  visited  by  hundreds  of  people,  and  the 
bungalow  of  itself ,  with  its  rows  of  fishing  rods  and  tackle 
li  a  sight.    The  priory  was  originally  founded  in  1220.  ' 

The  attraction  of  the  Eojal  Aquarium  will  include, 
from  Friday  next  week,  the  second  Gas  and  Allied  Trade 
Exhibition  which  will  contain  some  interesting  acetyline 
exhibits  Tnis  new  gas  has  already  obtained  a  great  hold 
on  the  Continent,  and  is  a  formidable  rival  to  coal  gas. 
The  entertainments  will,  of  course,  proceed  as  usual,  and 
wul  include  from  Mondiy,  the  Lindsay  Musical  Trio  and 
ineresa  Jennes,  burlesque  actress. 

That  unknown  piscatorial  journalist,  Dick  Jones, 
dropped  m  at  the  club  a  few  evenings  ago,  and  informed 
one  of  the  members  that  he  had  heard  that  "  an  ancient 
and  amusingly  alliterative  appendix,  amalgamating  all 
annual,  analjtical,  angling  anthologies,  appears  approach- 
ing absorption,  and  accordingly,  all  academic  anglers  are 
assiduously  aeiembhng  and,  Annanias  assisting,  anticipate 
an  a  most  absolately  alhterative  assignment  and  arrange- 
ment as  attractive  and  alluring  as  anglers  alone  adequately 
appreciate."  Siy  it  a^ain,  Dick,  will  you  ?  Didn't  quite 
catch  yon.  ^ 


after  Jan.  1,  1901,  the  minimum  charge  in  favour  of 
anglers  railway  privilege  tickets  shall  b  3  one  shilling, "  it 
simply  means  that  7io  privilege  tickets  under  that  amount 
will  be  granted. 

 >»»♦<  

It  is  not  so  much  what  you  say,  but  how  you  say  it. 

1  hose  who  know  old  will  regret  to  hear  that  he  has 

been  brutally  aseiulted  by  some  ruffiins  unknown,  and 
that,  although  seriously  injured,  was  not  killed. 


Mr.  J  S.  Chdrchward,  on  Wednesday  evening  last, 
at  the  Fraecati,  delivered  a  lecture  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.  entitled  "  Trawling  in  Inshore 
Waters.  That  it  was  interesting  and  instructive  may  bs 
seen  on  referring  to  page  411,  It  was  listened  to  with 
great  satisfaction  by  the  large  number  present.  At  its 
close  the  lecturer  was  heartily  applauded.  A  discussion 
ensued,  in  which  Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Minchin,  Mr.  Cole- 
man, and  others  took  part.  Mr,  Churchward  has  pro- 
mised another  paper  shortly. 


_  The  December  number  of  the  "  Thames  Angling  News  " 
18  to  hand,  and,  as  usual,  is  full  of  chatty  pars  re 
lhames  news.  It  also  contains  articles,  "  Winter  Roach 
Fishing,  by  the  Editor;  "  Spinning  for  Pike,"  by  C.  H. 
Wheeley  ;  ''Two  Days'  Fishing  at  Christchurch  (illus- 
trated), byF.  H.  A. ;  "  Shotting  a  Line,"  by  H.  A.  Bolt; 
&c.,  (kc.   Altogether,  it  is  a  moat  interesting  number. 


The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be 
pubhshed  on  Friday  evening,  Deo.  21,  at  the  usual  price, 
2d.    Order  early. 

—    )  »  I  «  <  ■ 

'/Vybnwv"  writes:  "The  weather  in  the  lovely 
neighbourhood  of  Llanytnynech  as  a  rule  still  oontinuf  s  so 
mild  and  spring-like  that  in  many  sheltered  spots  even 
nasturtiums  and  other  delicate  plants  are  in  full  bloom, 
and  in  some  gardens  the  show  of  roses  is  really  wonderful, 
and  without  the  slightest  trace  of  blight  on  them. 
Kaspberry  trees  also  have  fruit  on  them,  and  on  some 
hedges  the  wild  roses  are  again  blooming,  whilst  those  old 
favourites  of  old-fashioned  people,  the  monthly  rose  trees 
are  a  treat  to  7?itnes8."  ' 


The  Lighthouse, 


m«nfi.ll  fi,''''^^'^  that  the  paper  to  be  read  before  the 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday  next  by 
Mr.  Horace  Brown  bears  the  mysterious  title  of  "  Night  - 

i'ji'hfr^''  "  1^^'  "0  connection  with 

night-lmes,"  which  is  all  the  elucidation  I  can  offer  at  the 
moment.  ^^  ext  week  however,  I  shall  be  in  a  position  to 
throw  more  light  on  the  subject.  v"""""  to 

 >♦«»<  

V^".®  collection  of  tackle  at  Gamage's,  Ltd.. 
L^^hi  ^9  "       beel  brought 

S  u  .  practical  angler,  and  for  variety  would  be 
S  ''ow  Gamage.  Ltd.,  is  holding  a 

f.!°  f  bazaar,  and  some  of  the  prices  for  tackle 

are  extremely  low.  A  pike  rod  of  East  India  cane-with 
two  greenheart  tops,  phosphor  bronze  snake  rings,  and 
Wf  fi?f'"'^-l'°*!'i°  t'^^jeogths,  ten  feet,  ten  and  a 
cakes  P'ke-takes  my  fancy,  and  should  go  like  hot 



^l^m^T^  *?  inquiries  as  to  the  action  of  the 

associated  railway  companies  in  deciding  that,  "  on  and 


Oh,  noble  lighthouse  on  the  coast. 
Thou  art  the  shepherd  of  the  sea  ! 
Far  out  beyond  the  rocky  lea. 
Thy  beacon  spreads  its  gold  light  ! 
When  heavy  clouds  obscure  the  sky. 
Refusing  silver  stars  to  shine. 
And  storms  sweep  merciless  o'er  the  brine, 
Thou  art  a  signal  in  the  night. 

Many  a  mother's  trust  is  stayed 
Upon  the  brightness  of  thy  glare, 
For  out  upon  the  sea,  somewhere 
The  centre  of  her  heart  must  roam 
The  sailor  calls  thee  his  good  friend, 
And  knows  that  thou  wilt  lead  him— 
Although  the  night  be  dark  and  grim— 
Into  the  harbour,  safe,  at  home. 
So  may  thy  lamp  always  be  bright 
Without  one  speck  to  blur  the  ray ; 
For  many  lives  beyond  the  bay 
Have  placed  their  every  hope  on  thee. 
For  thou  hast  been  their  friend  for  years, 
And  never  once  hast  failed  them  jet  ; 
And  furious  storms  still  rage  and  threat. 
But  still  thy  rays  illume  the  sea. 

 >•♦<  4  <   " 

ti,^'.?^^*?^*       high-wage  earning  men  employed  in 
A   c  l^^^         !  "^^"^  *  ""^st  tlian  others  at  the 

end  ot  the  week,  after  their  more  arduous  nightly  mental 
and  physical  labours,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  London  night 
printers.  Aye,  and  "  contemplation,"  too,  if  it  be  possible 
in  these  days,  far  away  from  Linotype  machines,  cases, 
type.  Illegible  copy,  proof  correcting,  and  the  rest,  on  a  bi« 
morning  newspaper.  Talk  about  "contemplation"' 
Home  of  the  more  philosophical,"  says  "  Ru8ticu3,"might 
perhaps  reflect  on  the  transitory  nature  inherent  in  the 
ever  -  recuiring,  ever  setting-up  and  correcting  the 
hundreds  of  columns  of  type  forming  the  London  .tnorning 
oonrnals:  and  there  is  very  likely  to  accompany  the 
thought  that,  as  "  nightly  Lychnobites,"  they  contributed 
their  share,  not  forgelting  proof  readers,  &c.,  in  helping 
to  form  very  many,  if  not  of  most,  men's  opinions,  snbiect 
of  course,  to  party  bias.  And  yet  in  th^e  days  how  com- 
paratively few  of  our  good  Queen's  (God  bless  her  ')  sub- 
jects who  travel  to  town  ana  elsewhere  by  rail,  or  tram  or 
bus  think  of  the  combined  talent,  and  the  manual  and 
mecnanical  labour,  bestowed  upon  a  great  London  morning 
paper Many,_  perhaps,  glance  at  some  journal  just  to 
help  them  join  in  the  talk  with  their  fellov^s  by-aud-bye 
and  then  throw  the  paper  aside  as  if  it  were  diit,  for  the 
porters  to  take  or  sell,  or  to  swell  the  waste. 

Princesses,  duchesses,  marchicmesses.  countesses,  and 
ladies  galore,  accompanied  by  princes,  dukes,  marquises, 
earls,  and  baronets ;  Prime  and  other  Ministers,  leaders 
and  members  of  the  House  of  the  Commons,  have  from  time 
to  time,  says  "Rus,"  so  much  was  their  curiosity  whetted  to 
see  the  inside  of  the  Timen  office— aye,  sometimes  hard  upon 
midnight,  when  everything  was  at  its  busiest— come 
and  seen  compositors,  &c.,  at  work.  But  suppose,  in  the 
wildest  of  wild  moments,  that  some  fine  morning  there 


were  No  Papers  !  "  The  natural  exclamation  from  most 
would  be— aye,  from  many  who,  generally  speaking,  never 
give  a  single  thought  as  to  how  the  broad  sheets  are  pro- 
duced—" What's  up  ?  Is  the  world  coming  to  an  end  ?  " 
or  "  Has  there  been  an  earthquake  ?  "  or  "  Has  there  been 
A  Message  from  Mars  '  to  the  effect  that  he  intends  to 
try  and  '  bump  '  old  Mother  Earth,  with  Fair  Luna  to  ba 
umpire?"  Others  might  speculate  as  to  whether  "the 
French  had  really  landed  at  last,  and  taken  the  City, 
collared  all  the  banks,  turned  St.  Paul's  into  temporary 
barracks,  and  placed  cannon  at  every  approach  !  "  But 
some,  again,  might  fear  that  "London  was  afire!  and 
that  'twas  a-spreadin'  and  a-blazin'  and  flarin'  away  like 
anything !  "  The  comparatively  few— these  are  always 
the  only  ones  who  reason  amid  hail,  rain,  thunder,  and 
hghtning,  &o.— ;might  jest  and  say  perhaps  all  the  Lych- 
nobites and  their  Linotype  friends  were  gone  on  a  monster 
pegged-downer  —  specimen  fish  only  to  count  —  from 
Teddington  Weir  right  away  up  to  Reading,  or  Pang- 
bourne,  or  Wallingford.  Noble  army  of  devotees  of  the 
gentle  art !  Yon  know,  and  the  jesters  know,  that  you 
would  never  be  so  disloyal  or  so  ungenerous  as  to  desert 
your  posts,  save  that  the  "  devourin'  element "  drove  you 
hence. 


Angling  visitors  to  Killaloe  will  regret  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  P.  M.  Grace,  who  succumbed  to  an  attack  of 
acute  pneumonia  after  a  few  days'  illness.  The  deceased 
wag,  to  use  the  words  of  an  English  gentleman  who  knew 
him  thoroughly,  "  a  real  kind,  genial  Irishman,"  and  he 
will  be  missed,  not  only  by  his  very  wide  circle  of  friends 
m  the  locality  of  Killaloe,  but  also  by  the  very  many 
angling  visitors  and  tourists  with  whom  he  became 
acquainted  in  the  course  of  business.  As  proprietor  of 
the  Ajle  Vane  Hotel,  he  was  most  solicitous  for  the 
comfort  and  enjoyment  of  his  visitors,  and,  though 
business  did  not  allow  him  to  make  use  of  the  rod  or 
gun,  he  was  very  keen  on  all  matters  relating  to  sport. 
For  about  twenty-three  years  he  acted  as  local  corre- 
spondent to  the  Field,  and  he  also  contributed  items  of 
local  angling  news  to  various  other  sporting  papers.  We 
may  mention  that  Mrs.  Grace,  assisted  by  her  son  and 
daughters,  will  carry  on  the  hotel  business  as  heretofore. 


■>»<*<- 


How  s  this  ?  Mr.  Cook  had  been  relating  his  fishing 
experiences  to  an  attentive  audience,  and  all  were  just  then 
thinking  how  just  was  the  punishment  of  Ananias,  when 
the  old  gentleman  from  Suffolk  broke  in  with  "  Ah  !  well 
do  I  remember  my  first  day's  fishing.  You  notice,  gentle- 
men, 1  have  lost  a  finger  from  my  left  hand  j  but,  dear 
me,  how  long  ago  it  all  seems.  On  that  eventful  morning, 
gentlemen,  I  had  noticed  a  number  of  anglers  wending 
their  way  to  the  stream  near  by,  and  an  irresistible  desire 
seized  me  to  try  my  luck.  I  knew  nothing  of  an  angler's 
tools,  bnt  breaking  a  bough  from  a  neighbouring  willow, 
and  rigging  up  a  line  with  a  piece  of  cotton,  a  bent  pin, 
and  a  cork,  I  set  out,  gentlemen,  that  day  with  my  cotton 
line,  bent  pin,  and  willow  rod.  I  hooked  a  141b.  jack,  and 
after  a  desperate  struggle  I  landed  him  safe  and  sound. 
On  attempting  to  disengage  the  hook  from  his  jaws  he 

seized  my  finger,  and  "    "  Wait  a  minute,  gentlemen  ; 

don  t  go  yet."  But  one  by  one  they  sorrowfully  left  him, 
and  the  old  man  sadly  murmured,  "  Truly,  Milo  said  all 
men  are  liars,  but  then,  logically,  that  must  have  included 
himself,  and  lets  me  off  with  a  caution." 


"MosNAE  Dis"  writes:  "We  took  'The  Mick* 
jacking'  on  Dec.  9.  Ho  hadn't  the  slightest  idea  how 
the  thing  was  done,  so  one  of  our  party  was  deputed  to 
give  him  proper  instructions- and  he  did.  '  The  Mick ' 
followed  his  Fishing  Gazette  float  down  the  stream  for 
about  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  and  then  walked  back  for 
another  turn.  I  noticed  then  for  the  first  time  that  he 
had  no  live  bait  on,  but  held  my  peace  while  '  Mickey  ' 
kept  steadily  on.  Later  on,  some  passer-by  must  have 
enlightened  him,  for  I  heard  a  loud  yell,  and,  looking 
round,  saw  his  tutor  in  full  flight,  while  Mickey,'  '  gaf 
hook  '  in  hand,  was  going  strong  for  second  place." 


E.  Wood  (fisherman),  fishing  with  two  gentlemen  on 
Dec.  9  (Mr.  Read,  of  Marlow,  and  Mr.  Keighley,  of  New 
Brompton),  captured  a  splendid  lot  of  roach,  some  of  the 
fish  scaling  lib.,  and  one  IJlb.  Part  of  them  (a  bag  of 
131b.)  was  shown  to  several  anglers  at  Raymead  Hotel. 
Roach  are  now  freely  on  the  feed. 


->»♦♦<- 


General  and  extensive  preparations  are  being  made  in 
the  Australasian  Colonies  to  celebrate  their  federation  on 
Jan.  1.  At  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  where  the  principal  celebra- 
tion will  be  held,  the  Government  have  arranged  for 
illuminations  on  a  lavish  scale,  and  an  immense  firework 
display,  the  commission  for  which  has  been  placed  by  the 
Premier  (Sir  W.  Lyne)  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  J.  Pain 
and  Sons,  of  London,  who  have,  despite  the  great 
restrictions  and  prohibitions  imposed  on  the  transport  and 
shipping  of  explosives,  forwarded  £3500  worth  of  fireworks 
to  Sydney,  where  they  are  expected  to  arrive  about  the 
18th  inst.    A  great  feature  of  this  display  will  be  a 

Federation  Bouquet"  of  5,000  rockets,  which  will  he 
fired  in  Sydney  Harbour  by  Lady  Hopetonn  by  means  of  a 
specially  arranged  electrical  apparatus,  of  which  she  will 
simply  press  the  button. 

•«■»  < 


FiSHiNa  situation  here  at  present  may  be  summed-np 
(says  W.  C.  P.)— 

Trout  was  bad. 
Grayling's  wnss. 

Immediate  hopes  ain't  worth  a  cuss ! 

Dragnet, 


Decembeb  15,  1900] 
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CONISTON  LAKE. 

Fob  some  time  the  looal  anglers  have  been  diseatisfied 
at  the  price  charged  by  the  conservators  for  tio^eta  to  fish 
this  lake,  a  favourite  angling  sheet  of  water  lying  along 
the  east  base  of  Coniston  Fella,  and  much  frequented  by 
Lancashire  and  other  anglers.  A  me»ting,  convened  by 
Mr.  Arthur  Severn,  of  Brantwood  House  (of  interest 
to  tourists  as  being  the  late  residence  of  Mr.  Buskin), 
was  held  the  other  evening  to  consider  the  matter. 
It  appears  that  the  conservators  of  the  lake  considerably 
increased  the  charges  for  licences  some  twelve  months  ago, 
the  terms  being  63.  per  year  for  single  rod,  IO3.  for  two 
rods,  and  78.  6d.  per  annum  for  a  "plumb  line."  All  the 
speakers  at  the  meeting  considered  the_  charge  excessive 
because  the  conservators  did  nothing  in  the  way  of  re- 
stocking the  lake,  nor  did  they  destroy  the  pike,  which  are 
getting  too  numerous  for  the  well-being  of  the  trout  and 
char.  The  meeting  decided  to  petition  the  conservators 
to  reduce  the  ohargs  for  single  rod  2a.  6d,,  and  la.  for  each 
additional  rod,  and  that  the  weekly  charge  for  a  licence  ba 
fixed  at  Is.  John  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station<street,  Leeds. 


ilofcs  from  f^e  ^ott^. 

With  the  advent  of  Christmas  half  the  close  season  is 
past,  and  anglers  begin  to  wake  up  to  the  prospects  of 
another  year  looming  in  the  near  future.  How  time  does 
fly,  and  those  who  are  not  now  in  at  the  start  for  spring 
quarters  will  find  themselves  fairly  on  the  shelf  when  the 
opening  date  creeps  ronnd. 

There  is  a  keen  demand  for  waters  on  the  Dee  already, 
and  especially  on  the  middle  reaches,  where  there  are  any 
on  the  market.  It  is  not  likely  that  rents  will  be  higher 
than  they  were  last  year,  although  I  hear  of  £60  being 
asked  for  a  email  section  which  has  hitherto  been  dear 
enough  at  £40  for  the  opening  months. 


The  Don  is  fast  regaining  its  lost  reputation  as  a  good 
salmon  river,  but  then  the  spring  months  cannot  be 
relied  on.  ___ 

Many  who  know  Deeside  well  will  hear  with  regret  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  James  Sherriffa,  Kincardine  O'Neil.  He 
was  for  long  in  the  aervice  of  the  late  Sir  Wm.  Brooks, 
Glentana,  although  latterly  residing  at  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
and  doing  "  ghiUieing,"  although  more  from  choice  and 
love  of  sport  than  force.  _____ 

Jamie,  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  being  an  expert 
joiner,  made  an  excellent  salmon  rod  ;  and  had  time  dealt 
more  kindly  with  him,  he  might  have,  by  and  bye,  oome 
-to  the  front.  He  was  only  forty.  He  was  with  Mr. 
Deveiill  on  the  Dess  water  when  he  made  his  record  catch 
of  fourteen  fish  one  day  last  spring. 

Mr.  John  Mortimer  has  been  appointed  convener  of  the 
lands  and  fishings  belonging  to  the  City  and  Harbour  of 
Aberdeen,  and  something  will  naturally  be  looked  for 
from  the  "  new  broom."  Anglers  (tidal)  are  anticipating 
that  the  finnock  question  wUl  now  be  settled  in  their 
favour,  and  that  their  privileges  will  be  extended. 


"  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  in  the  Water  of  Leith  "  ;  such 
is  the  heading  of  a  letter  in  the  Scotsman  the  other  day, 
and  the  writer  goes  on  to  mention  the  fact  that  several 
large  fish  were  seen  making  their  way  up  the  stream  for 
spawning  purposes,  and  claiming  protection  for  them. 
Surely  this  will  be  vouchsafed.  Edinburgh  is  not  so  hard- 
hearted but  it  can  spare  a  policeman  or  two  for  a  few 
weeks  and  give  this  phenomenon  a  chance. 

After  the  water  of  Leith,  any  place.  The  _pu  rification 
of  its  waters  is  truly  an  achievement  of  scientific  skill 
worthy  of  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century,  for  there 
was  no  more  stinking  abominable  gutter  in  the  universe  a 
few  years  back.  _____ 

A  feature  of  the  two  days'  bazaar  for  the  Aberdeen 
Sailors'  Home  was  a  box  of  useful  gifts  sent  by  H.B.H. 
the  Duchess  of  York,  which  were  auctioned  during  Satur- 
day afternoon  and  realised  £7  12s. 

For  permission  to  increase  the  toll  from  a  halfpenny  to 
a  penny  at  the  Ashogle  Ferry  across  the  Deveron,  on  the 
property  of  Sir  George  Aberoromby  of  Forglen,  he  has  had 
to  make  an  application  to  the  BanfP  County  Council,  the 
ferry  being  a  right  of  way.  Such  things  are  pretty  well 
looked  after  nowadays  compared  with  fcwrmer  times.  The 
request  was  of  course  granted. 

The  Falls  of  Tummel,  a  tributary  of  the  Tay,  are  not 
now  the  barrier  they  were  at  one  time  to  the  passage  of 
salmon.  This  is,  according  to  Sir  B.  Menzies,  on  account 
of  the  "  race  "  not  being  so  strong  and  the  wearing  away 
of  the  passage  way.  But  as  salmon  do  not  get  up  in  force, 
by  all  means  erect  a  pass,  and  so  add  another  hundred 
miles  or  so  to  the  salmon  streams  of  Scotland. 

The  Eden  Fishery  Board  on  Saturday  passed  a  resolution 
abolishing  the  ose  of  drift  nets  in  the  Solway,  and 
declared  that  no  licenses  for  drift  nets  would  be  issued  in 
future.  Tills  is  as  it  should  be,  as  the  House  of  Lords 
recently  decided  that  such  nets  were  illegal  on  the  Tay, 
and  if  so,  they  are  equally  illegal  on  the  Solway. 

Special  Scotch, 


Iprovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Friday  evening  last,  Dec.  7,  at 
the  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  H.  W. 
Miller  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  Messrs.  Hughes  and 
Foster  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Smethwick 
Club,  which  made  an  application  to  remove  from  the 
Bridge  Inn,  Bridge-street,  to  the  Victoria  Hotel,  Five 
Waya,  Smethwick.  The  report  went  to  show  that  removal 
would  be  advantageous  to  the  benefit  of  the  society,  and 
that  the  club  would  be  strengthened  by  some  twenty  new 
members.  The  report  was  received  and  adopted,  and  the 
removal  was  sanctioned.  The  new  society  lately  formed 
at  Acock's  Green  was  admitted  into  the  Birmingham 
Association.  The  charge  against  a  member  for  lending  his 
travelling  cards  was  investigated,  when  the  member  was 
found  guilty,  and  expelled  for  six  months,  from  Deo.  30  to 
June  30.  A  charge  was  made  against  a  club  for  not 
conducting  its  business  in  a  proper  manner.  The  case  was 
considered  at  some  length,  when  it  was  resolved  to  appoint 
a  small  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  secretary  and  place  a 
report  before  the  committee  at  their  next  meeting.  The 
important  matter  of  rnnniDg  Sunday  trains  to  Eveeham 
was  again  introduced  by  Mr.  Cnrrie,  of  the  Belmont  Club, 
and  discussed  at  some  length,  when  it  was  decided  to 
consider  the  matter  at  the  next  general  meeting,  and  then 
appoint  a  small  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Midland 
Bailway  authorities  at  Derby  to  lay  the  claims  of  the 
anglers  before  the  company.  The  bye-law  relating  to  the 
admission  of  new  societies  in  the  city  was  thought 
advisable  to  be  rescinded,  and  several  new  clubs  had  of 
late  made  application  to  become  affiliated  in  certain 
neighbourhoods  where  new  clubs  were  calculated  to 
flourish.  Under  the  circumstances  it  was  decided  to  ask 
the  delegates  at  the  next  general  meeting  to  cancel  the 
rule  and  admit  all  new  societies  properly  constituted.  We 
have  had  a  little  better  weather  during  the  last  few  days, 
which  will  be  calculated  to  improve  the  rivers  and  make 
them  again  fishable.  Pike  fishing  will  now  be  followed  up, 
and  no  doubt  some  good  results  will  follow.  Some  nice  fish 
up  to  lOlb.  have  been  taken  from  the  Avon  in  the  Evesham 
district,  and  a  good  few  small  fish  have  been  taken  down 
the  river.  A  large  number  of  small  pike  have  been  taken 
by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Kose  and  Crown  Club  from 
the  Stratford  Canal  at  Brearley,  and  up  to  Wilmcote  one 
or  two  good  fish  have  been  noticed  on  the  feed  in  the 
basins  at  Kingswood,  and  at  Wootton  Wawen,  above 
Wilmcote,  and  up  to  Stratford  a  large  number  of  small 
pike  have  been  taken  with  the  spoon  bait.  Some  good 
chub  have  been  taken  from  the  Severn  by  the  Kidder- 
minster and  Stourport  anglers,  but  the  roach  and  perch 
tishing  has  been  very  quiet.  On  the  Myra  Canal,  at  Stoke 
Golding,  pike  fishing  just  now  is  good,  and  the  water  at 
present  is  well  worth  a  visit.  _  The  canal  at  Upton  Magna 
contains  some  good  fish,  which  for  a  canal  are  above  the 
average.  Our  clubs  just  now  are  very  busy  with  their 
books  and  bringing  oat  their  balance-sheets,  and  electing 
officers  for  the  new  year.  In  but  one  or  two  instances  the 
clubs  have  had  a  splendid  year,  and  the  funds  are  in  such 
a  state  that  the  members  are  to  be  p  roud  of. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

On  most  of  the  Fen  waters  angling  continues  very  good. 
The  streams  were  considerably  discoloured  last  week-end 
in  consequence  of  the  heavy  rainfall,  but  sport  wa8_  not 
interfered  with  to  any  appreciable  extent.  The  middle 
reaches  of  the  Witham  responded  wonderfully  well,  the 
best  bags  coming  from  the  Bardney,  Tattershall,  and 
Stixwold  districts.  One  rod  accounted  for  as  much  as 
201b.  of  roach  in  a  single  day,  and  some  of  the  fish  weighed 
lib.  apiece.  The  dew  worm  has  proved  a  reliable  bait,  and 
the  majority  of  roach  fishermen  are  using  it  just  now  in 
preference  to  any  other.  Pike  fishing  has  also  proved 
remunerative  on  the  middle  sections  of  the  Witham,  the 
heaviest  bags  being  obtained  on  the  waters  at  Bardney. 
Notwithstanding  their  partially-flooded  condition,  the 
minor  streams  have  also  yielded  capital  sport.  The  troll- 
ing rod  has  been  most  in  evidence  on  the  Forty-foot,  and 
many  a  good  pike  has  succumbed  to  live  bait.  Two  brace 
from  the  Donington  district  weighed  17Jlb.,  the  best 
scaling  6^1b.  Satisfactory  reports  are  also  to  hand  from 
the  Welland  and  Glen,  the  latter  river  affording  some 
capital  sport  amongst  roach. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  mild  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  conducive 
to  good  sport  iu  most  quarters,  and  especially  on  the  river 
Hull  and  its  tributaries,  where  our  local  roach  fishers  have 
had  a  grand  time  of  it  for  this  season  of  the  year  ;  and  on 
the  river  Der.vct,  although  it  has  been  much  flooded  and 
discoloured,  t..,me  very  fair  catches  of  roach  and  other  fish 
have  been  obtained;  and,  as  the  waters  are  now  nicely 
fining  down  again,  with  the  present  state  of  the  weather, 
whicn  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  still  very  mild,  good  sport 
should  be  anticipated  during  the  coming  week  both  at 
Stamford  Bridge,  Bubwith,  and  Wressle,  where  recently 
both  paste  and  red  worms  have  proved  seductive  baits,  and 
accounted  for  some  nice  baskets  of  fish.  On  the  Hall 
during  the  past  week  some  splendid  catches  of  roach  have 
been  made  both  above  and  below  the  lock,  and  also 
on  the  Driffield  Canal  and  Frodingham  Beck,  scaling 
in  the  aggregate  from  51b.  to  about  121b.,  a  quantity 
of  the  fish  going  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  each.  Some  very 
fair  takes  have  also  been  made  in  the  tidal  waters  at 
Hull  Bridge,  Wawne,  and  Oicey,  the  best  basket  from 
these  lower  waters  being  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Barker,  a  member 
of  the  North  Myton  Angling  Association,  scaling  in  the 


aggregate  101b.  12oz.,  and  amongst  which  were  some  very 
good  fish ;  and  on  Monday,  at  Cicey,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman 
took  some  nice  roach  with  paste,  the  best  fish  going  about 
lib.  Reports  from  the  rivers  Ancholme  and  Ludd  are 
also  very  fair  for  the  past  week,  especiilly  amongst  pike, 
and  as  both  rivers  are  in  nice  condition,  and  also  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal,  they  should  each  pay  for  a  visit. 
On  Saturday  last  the  Hull  Prtsarvation  Society  turned 
into  the  river  Hull,  near  to  Wilfholme  Ferry,  a 
nice  consignment  of  chub  from  the  Manor  Fishery 
at  Caistor,  all  the  fish  arriving  in  grand  condition. 
This  society  is  also  purposing  at  an  early  date  turning 
into  the  river  another  consignment  of  grayling,  the  last  lot 
having  thrived  so  well  in  their  new  quarters.  At  the 
December  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Aesociation,  amongst  _  other 
important  matters  the  registrar  reported  that  during  the 
past  season  646  privilege  tickets  had  been  issued  to 
members,  and  that  the  new  ones  for  1901  would  be  ready 
at  the  January  council  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel  on  Jan.  2,  at  8  p.m.  The  officers  were  also  elected 
for  the  forthcoming  season  as  follows :  President,  Mr. 
W.  F.  B.  Calvert ;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Barker 
and  T.  K.  Robinson;  treasurer,  Mr.  Geo.  Turner; 
financial  secretary  and  registrar,  Mr.  T.  Whitehead ;  and 
general  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Sleet ;  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  meeting  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  Keyingham  and  Winestead  drains 
for  free  permits  to  the  members  during  the  past  season. 
The  annual  prize  distribution  of  the  Holderness  Angling 
Association  took  place  the  other  evening,  when  Mr. 
B.  Shearsmith  was  the  recipient  of  the  gold  medal_  for 
most  points;  Messrs.  J.  Thompson  and  G.  H.  Harrison 
receiving  a  medal  each  for  second  and  third  places.  _  A 
number  of  prizes  were  also  given  for  specimen  fish  during 
the  season,  and  also  a  matter  of  fifteen  aggregate  prizes, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson  seeming  the  top  prize  with  91b.  lOJoz. 
The  Albion  Association  have  also  distributed  their  annual 
prizes,  Mr.  Frank  Carle  securing  the  club's  gold  medal  for 
most  points  duiing  the  season  of  1900,  Mr.  C.  Sailors 
coming  in  for  the  second  prize.  Amongst  the  numerous 
specimen  fish  shown  at  the  Hull  clubs  during  the  past 
week  the  two  best  roach  were  by  Mr.  T.  Sanderson,  of 
the  North  Myton  Association,  and  Mr.  J.  Bulliment,  of 
the  Osborne  A.S.,  the  fish  soaliog  exactly  lib.  S^oz.  each. 
Mr.  Bulliment  in  his  catch  had  also  others  that  scaled 
over  lib.  each,  about  the  best  sample  of  the  season,  all 
the  fish  being  taken  from  the  river  Hull. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Boyal  Oak  Angliog  Society,  Pendleton,  opened 
their  winter  programme  of  smokers  on  the  10th.  The 
attendance  was  excellent,  upwards  of  fifty  members  and 
friends  being  present  to  listen  to  a  very  good  programme. 
The  nest  social  will  be  held  at  the  clubhouse  of  the  Lamb 
Angling  Society,  who  are  near  neighbours  of  the  Eoyals, 
next  Monday,  the  17th,  at  8  p.m.  It  is  very  pleasing  to 
see  two  clubs  within  a  few  yards  of  each  other  on  such 
good  terms,  visiting  on  social  evenings.  Much  good  must 
result  from  fraternising  to  our  sport  generally.  Next 
Friday  the  George  Angling  Society,  at  Miles  Platting,  one 
of  the  very  best  clubs  in  the  district,  is  celebrating  ita 
anniversary.  Several  well-known  anglers  are  invited  to  be 
present  and  partake  of  the  good  things  provided  by  the 
hostess  and  her  worthy  spouse,  the  first  in  the  kitchen  and 
the  latter  in  the  cellar.  There  is  a  club  in  Bolton  which 
is  now  one  of  the  finest  in  that  town,  and  rejoices  under 
the  sign  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton  Hotel  as  the  Convivial 
Angling  Society.  It  is  rather  remarkable  that  the  first  four 
officials  are  all  blacksmiths,  and  the  joking  treasurer  says 
they  will  rule  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Although  these  four 
officials  naturally  are  more  or  less  associated  with  "  vices" 
and  "  forgery,"  they  are  good  men  and  true,  and  will  pro- 
mote  sport  in  its  best  form.  Their  names  are  :  Chairman, 
Mr.  John  Lomax ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  John  Marsden  ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  Bobert  Crook ;  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Crook. 
Anyone  in  Bolton  should  go  up  Fold's-road  and  call  at 
the  "  Smithy."  Speaking  of  Bolton  recalls  the  fact  that 
the  local  association  have  gone  a  step  further  towards  that 
perfection  they  strive  for.  The  latest  move  is  the  acquisi- 
tion of  a  central  depot  where  they  can  store  their 
property  and  the  executive  committee  can  meet  when  and 
what  time  they  may  think  proper.  The  place  is  centrally 
and  conveniently  situated,  well  appointed,  and  in  all 
points  a  very  desirable  adjunct  to  their  machinery.  The 
NorUiem  Anglers'  Association  have  established  a  centre 
of  that  association  in  Warrington.  In  the  early  existence 
of  the  N.A.A.  a  centre  was  formed  in  this  town,  but  was 
one  of  the  first  to  die  out,  yet  now  it  is  resuscitated, 
WiU  it  remain  this  time  ?  If  so  the  town  of  Warrington 
looks  like  being  a  three-cornered  piscatorial  constituency. 
Beyond  the  usual  enthusiasm  at  Liverpool,  very  little  of 
any  angling  being  indulged  in.  In  that  city  nothing  short 
of  being  in  hospital  will  ever  keep  them  quiet.  From 
inquiry  at  various  anglers'  outfitters  it  seems  tackle  ia  not 
often  inquired  for,  and  the  little  that  is  in  evidence  is 
intended  for  a  Christmas  present  for  some  friend. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  rather  unfortunate  that  there  is  not  some  sort  of  a 
censorship  over  publications  issued  by  associations.  In  the 
annual  report  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  the 
following  appears  in  reference  to  the  defunct  centre  of 
that  association  in  this  city.  "  Reluctance  to  subscribe  to 
the  Defence  Fund  ia  given  as  the  reason,  though  official 
apathy  and  personal  interests  in  local  waters  probably 
have  had  much  to  do  with  it."  A  more  untrue  slander 
could  not  have  been  circulated  about  honourable  men 
who  have  made  many  generous  secrifices  to  the  advance- 
ment of  sport  in  this  city.  Being  officials  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed,  the  slander  will  recoil  on  the  head  of  its 
author,  and  the  officials  in  question  will  continue  to  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  this  city.   The  C.P.A.A.  continue  to 
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stock  their  waters,  and  on  Saturday  last  800  fish— roach 
perch,  bream  and  tench— arrived  for  the  Irlam  water' 
Ihree  cans  of  roach  were  given  to  the  Cadishead  and 
iriam  Angling  Society  for  their  private  waters  for  favours 
previously  received.     The  Duchy  Angling  Society,  at 
JT'endJeton,  have  applied  for  membership  to  the  C  P  A  A 
and  on  the  20th  the  application  will  be  dealt  with! 
ine  Victorias,  Longeight,  have  jast  entered  upon  another 
tinancial  yeir   afcer  passing  through  a  very  suocessfal 
season.    The  following  are  elected  to  offioe  :  President, 
the  Kev.  C.  P.  Koberts,  M.A  ;  vice-president,  Mr.  J. 
Uuokley;  chairman,  Mr.  T.  Tipler ;  treasurer,  Mr.  C 
"^^''iS' Messrs,  V.  HothersaU  (corresponding) 
and  1   laylor  (financial);  committee,  Messrs.  T.  Tipler 
W.  Mairs  L.  Needham,  A.  Gait,  and  C.  Wyoh;  match 
officials,  Messrs.  T  Tipler  and  V.  HothersaU.    A  special 
medal  tor  largest  fish  during  season  was  awarded  to  Mr 
W.  Mairs.    The  next  meeting  of  the  resuscitated  New 
Islington  Anglmg  Society  will  be  held  on  Monday,  the 
1/th.    The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  abandoned  the  next 
meeting,  which  falls  on  New  Year's  Eve,  and  postponed 
aU  business  after  the  17th  until  the  New  Year.    On  the 
l/tb  the  next  social  evening  will  be  held.  Messrs. 
Harknes3  and  Prax  wiU  be  in  charge  of  the  programme. 
Ihe  Buokland  Angling  Society  are  noted  for  a  very 
important  meeting  on  the  19th.    The  George  Angling 
Society  will  hold  their  annual  dinner  on  the  2l8t  at  head 
quarters,  Miles  Platting. 
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FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  with  the  pike  has  been  almost  at  a  standBtill  for 
a  week  past,  the  fish  being  quite  off  the  feed.  Only  one 
or  two  fish  of  101b.  and  121b.  have  been  taken,  the  rest 
being  small  ones  of  41b.  to  61b.  each.  The  East  Anglian 
Piscatorial  Society  of  Norwich  held  their  annual  pike 
match  on  Wroxham  Broad  on  Monday,  but  the  eighteen 
competitors  only  got  five  fish  (largest  61b.)  between  them, 
bome  ot  the  shallower  broads  are  discoloured  from  the 
rams  we  have  had  lately  and  the  wind,  which  on  several 
nights  has  blown  half  a  gale.  Fish  are  getting  into  good 
condition  now,  and  with  fair  weather  some  good  sport 
should  be  obtained. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent,  on  getting  the  turn,  ran  in  rapidly,  and  at 
the  period  of  writing  the  colour  of  the  water  was  favour- 
able to  the  pursuit  of  pike  fithing.  Votaries,  in  fact,  were 
out  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  those  of  the  number 
patronising  the  backwaters  above  Cavendish  Bridge  on  the 
latter  day  succeeded  in  securing  a  few  choice  fish.  On 
Monday  Messrs  C.  Hibbert,  W.  Brooks,  and  A.  May 
visited  some  private  waters  of  fame,  and  ran  and  landed 
no  fewer  than  twenty-seven  ;  only  seven  of  the  best  were, 
however  retained,  and  the  heaviest  of  these  scaled  9ilb. 
Ihe  trolling  bait  has  accounted  for  pike  on  the  gravels 
above  Lenton  Lane,  and  sundry  large.specimena  have  been 
got  off  the  bank  in  Clifton  Grove.  Coarse  fish  anglers 
have  done  moderately  well  with  the  worm  amongst  roach, 
and  as  the  river  lowers  sport  in  respect  of  all  coarse  fish 
w  pretty  certain  to  improve.  On  the  King's  MiUs  stretch 
Mr.  J.  iJirkin  has  creeled  an  exceptional  quantity  of 
perch  ;  and  on  Tuesday  the  same  gentleman,  with  Mr.  H. 
Ashton  was  to  the  fore  amongst  pike.  Pike  were  also 
caught  by  Mr.  W.  TrnsweU ;  and  on  Wednesday  Mr.  T. 
wood,  the  lessee,  was  reported  to  have  enjoyed  splendid 
sport.  Pike  baits  are  scarce,  and  they  wUl  be  scarcer  as 
tne  water  improves  in  condition. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  waters  have  not  yet  recovered  from  the  heavy  rains 
and  trom  nearly  aU  parts  come  reports  that  the  drains  and 
rivers  are  too  high  and  thick  to  provide  anything  like 
^ort.  rhese  conditions  do  not  prevail,  however,  at 
Ooningsby,  near  Tattershall,  where  there  is  an  old  disused 
canal.  The  water  is  sluggish,  and  after  good  rain  nice 
catches  can  be  depended  upon.  The  best  catch  of  roach 
■  A,^t^^°'^  '^^^  ^^^'^  secured  there,  two  anglers  weighing- 
in  401b.  of  roach.  They  were  all  nice  "  takeable  "  fish. 
At  Moss  and  Gamble's  Dam,  at  Wadsley  Bridge,  where 
hshing  may  be  had  on  the  payment  of  a  small  fee  for  the 
season  there  has  been  plenty  of  sport  among  carp,  with 
which  the  water  is  well  stocked.  The  specimens  secured 
have  been  of  about  21b.  weight. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  three  fine  days,  with  a  slight  sprinkling  of 
rain  only  on  two  nights;  wind  S.W.,  the  atmosphere  mild 
and  humid  ;  the  birds  singing  on  the  trees,  as  if  it  were 
spring.  The  Severn  is  running  high  and  discoloured,  and 
there  must  have  been  a  heavy  rainfall  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  river  to  bnng  down  so  much  coloured  water.  The 
salmon  this  autumn  have  been  able  to  pass  over  the  weir 
obstructions  with  the  greatest  ease,  and  a  great  number 
tove  gone  up  the  Severn  and  Teme.  It  is  some  time  since 
there  was  so  good  a  run  of  fish,  and,  no  doubt,  it  will  be  a 
successful  breeding  season.  Very  few  rods  have  been  out 
this  week,  and  we  have  heard  of  no  good  takes  of  fish, 
except  three  fine  pike  taken  by  an  angler  in  private  water. 
Ihe  gross  weight  was  27ib.  9oz.  With  the  exception  of 
smokmg  concerts  and  prize  distributions  here  and  there, 
nothing  IS  going  forward  at  the  clubs.  The  Sabrina  Club 
nad  to  forego  their  annual  dinner  and  concert  this  ECison 
owing  to  the  senous  illness  of  the  hostess  of  the  club's 
headquarters ;  but  a  private  distribution  of  the  prizes  won 
during  the  season  took  place  on  Tuesday  evening,  by  the 
president,  Mr.  S.  Smith,  the  vice-president,  Mr.  F. 
Jackson,  assisting.  Mr.  H.  Tyler  was  the  winner  of  the 
wily  prize  taken  in  the  first  competition  in  the  Teme,  at 
^nightwiok.  Second  competition  :  W.  Holder.  Ist- 
W.  Harris.  2nd;  T,  Osborne,  3rd;  H.  Tyler,  4th;  j! 
Jones  6th;  W.  Norcott,  6th;  C.  Abbott,  7th; 
F.  Champken  8th ;  A.  OaJe,  9th.  Third  competi! 
TO^-L  '         Pi'i^e.  J-  Minton ;   2nd,  H. 

WhitweU  ;    3rd,    T.  Osborne  ;    4th,    F.    Champken ; 


5th,  A.  Cale;  6th,  W.  Price.    Fourth  competition, 
l7"n^T^r*  (^T^  \       ?•         '  2ad,  H.  Sandford 
wf'fi  -/^Ifu'  i'^'r^-  ^^^>  T.  Lewis;  6th,  W 

Hartland ;  7th,  G.  Jones;  8th,  A.  Tutchings    9th,  G. 

chairman  feelingly  referred  to  the  serious 
Illness  of  the  hostess,  Miss  Lewes,  and  said  he  was  sure 
they  all  regretted  the  abandonment  of  the  dinner  He 
was  pleased  to  fiud  the  club  in  so  flourishing  a  condition 
and  at  having  such  a  large  and  valuable  lot  of  prizes  to 
distribute,  and  proposed  "  Continued  Success  to  the 
Sabrina  Angling  Club."    The  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  A 
Dyson,  responded,  and  showed  that  there  was  a  nice 
balance  m  hand  for  another  season.    The  health  of  the 
president,  vice-president,  &c  ,  followed  in  due  course,  and 
two  interpstmg  presents  were  made  during  the  evenioir 
VIZ.,  to  Mr.  G.  Jones,  a  lady's  and  a  gentleman's  arm' 
chair  on  the  occasion  of  his  recent  marriage,  and  a  hand- 
1°"^  silver-mounted  briar  pipe  in  case  by  the  club  secretary 
to  Mr.  W.  Hartland  for  valuable  assistance  rendered  him 
in  conducting  the  club  business.    Both  the  recipients 
suitably  responded.    A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
The  Worcester  United   Working  Men's  Club  had  a 
very  successful  and  largely  attended  concert  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Turk's  Head  Inn,  Lowesmoor,  Mr  F 
Hughes  in  the  chair  supported  by  the  president  of  the 
club  Mr.  S  Webb.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  president,  and  Mr. 
n.  Wingfield,  secretary  of  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association.    The  club  band  was  present  and 
played  a  selection  of  music  during  the  evening,  and  a 
number  pf  capital  songs  were  given  by  members.  During 
the  evening  the  chairman  presented  the  prizes  won  in  the 
several  competitions  during    the  season,  which  were 
numerous,  and  as  the  winners  had  the  choosing  of  what 
they  would  have,  to  value,  the  prizes  were  of  a  most 
useful  kind.    In  the  first  competition,  in  the  Avon,  at 
Wyre,  the  hon.  sbc,  Mr.:A.  Glover,  won  1st  prize,  with 
Rf^  ^t'^-^-u^K^-  Hill  i  3rd,  G.  Evans;  4th,  i'.  pkyne; 
5th,  B    Hill;  6th   J    Bowen;  7th,  W.  Potter;  8tb 
^'  J^-^uJ  Second  competition:  1st. 

^-  Knight;  2nd,  J.  Monkland;  3rd.  B.  Tyler-  4th 
R.  Thompson;  5th,  E.  Hill;  6th,  F.  Lane.  'Third 
contest:  let,  T.  Payne;  2nd,  J.  Bowen;  3rd,  J.  Baylis. 
Fourth  contest:  1st,  A.  Pitt;  2nd,  H.  Glover;  3rd, 
J.  Morgan.  Mr.  A.  Glover  winning  the  challenge  cup  and 
medal  for  the  greatest  weight  of  fish  taken  in  either  com- 
petition of  three  hours'  duration,  the  win  being  very 
popular.  The  usual  toasts  were  given  and  duly  honoured. 
Ihe  toast  of _  the  evening,  "  Success  to  the  Worcester 
United  Working  Men's  Angling  Society,"  being  proposed 
by  Mr.  R  Wingfield,  was  enthusiastically  received;  the 
secretary,  Mr.  A.  Glover,  responded,  and  showed  the  club 
to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  with  capital  prospects 
for  the  future.  Mr.  Hughes  made  a  capital  chairman, 
and  the  whole  affair  passed  off  exceedingly  well. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  is  not  what  anglers  would  like  it  to  be 
though  the  conditions  might  have  been  much  more 
unfavourable.  The  genial  atmosphere  which  has  prevailed 
tor  days  together  renders  fishing  excursions,  even  apart 
trom  the  actual  pastime,  very  enjoyable,  for  although  the 
hedges  and  the  trees  are  bared  of  their  summer  garb  the 
gleams  of  sunshine  and  the  still,  balmy  air  are  conducive 
f  if  r  °*  comfort  and  happiness.  A  good  deal  of  rain 
fell  before  the  southern  breezes  got  the  mastery,  and 
since  the  change  the  rivers  have  been  running  into 
their  normal  condition.  Towards  the  end  of  last  week 
anglers  found  prospects  more  cheering  than  they  had 
been  known  to  be  since  October.  Both  grayling  and  pike 
have  been  moving  more  freely,  and  there  are  better 
chances  with  roach.  Of  course,  what  anglers  generally 
are  growing  impatient  over  is  the  delay  of  King  Frost, 
who  must  be  far  away  this  December,  judging  by  the 
temper  of  the  atmosphere.  On  the  5th  inst.  a  great 
quantity  of  yearling  trout,  purchased  by  the  Esk  Fishery 
Board,  were  turned  into  the  Esk— 425  at  Goathland,  1225 
at  Grosmont,  and  625  at  Sleights.  The  fish  were  excel- 
lent samples,  and  had  been  purchased  from  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery  Company.  On  Dec.  7  a  further  consignment  was 
turned  into  the  river  at  Egton,  Glaisdale,  Lealholm.  Danby. 
and  Castleton. 


rod.  light  hue,  and  an  old  May  Fly  oast,  especially  when  a 
bonny  grilse,  seen  rising  in  an  awkward  place,  promptly 
accepted  the  proffered  "  Sarcelle."  and  gave  its  designer  a 
very  lively  quarter  of  an  hour  with  a  satisfactory  finish. 
When  this  fly  is  tied  in  large  salmon  sizes  I  recommend 
that  the  bright  silver  body  be  sometimes  jointed,  with 
small  tntts  of  orange-red  or  fiery-brown  pig's  wool  or 
mohair. 

Those  fine  French  silk  lines  of  which  I  sent  you  a 
sample,  and  which  you  suggested  trying  for  sea  fishing 
proved  the  very  thing  for  harling,  and  worked  so  well  that 
the  head  boatman  said  they  were  the  best  lines  he  had 
ever  seen.  Their  strength  was  wonderful.  I  held  on  to 
good  fash  in  the  strong  swollen  stream  with  perfect  oon- 
hdenoe  in  the  line,  and  should  have  been  only  too  glad  to 
test  it  with  a  50-pounder  instead  of  the  clean-run  231b 
fish  which  was,  I  grieve  to  say,  my  biggest. 

These  lines  are  somewhat  too  light  for  casting  with  a 
salmon  rod,  but  worked  all  right  with  the  little  14-footer. 

You  will  see  by  the  sample  inclosed  that  after  hard  use 
they  lose  the  brightness  and  semi-transparency  which  are 
their  special  features,  but  the  manufacturers,  the  French 
company  "  La  Sole,"  tell  me  they  will  be  able  to  obviate 
this  in  tature  makes,  and  also  to  give  a  little  more  weight 
to  the  line.— Yours  very  faithfully, 

  Ohas.  a.  Payton. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents/] 


THE  "SARCELLE"  FLY-FRENCH  SILK  LINES. 

Dear  Maeston,— As  you  kindly  expressed  approbation 
of  my  httle  "  Sarcelle  "  salmon  fly,  yon  may  be  interested 
to  hear  that  it  proved  a  "  nailer  "  on  the  Namsen  for 
grilse  and  sea  trout ;  unfortunately,  I  had  not  any  in  sizes 
large  enough  for  the  heavier  salmon  streams  of  that  noble 
river.  My  first  day's  sport  was  particularly  pleasing.  As 
I  have  already  related  in  the  Field,  harling  with  three 
rods  out,  and  trying,  on  the  other  two,  various  patterns  of 
flies,  also  spoon  and  phantom,  I  kept  up  the  "  Sarcelle  " 
on  that  same  little  14ft.  rod  which  you  may  remember 
seeing  me  use  on  the  Itoben  "  a  many  years  ago,"  and  out 
of  ten  fish  weighing  29Jlb.  the  "  Sarcelle  "  accounted  for 
SIX,  including  a  bull  trout  of  71b.,  a  grilse  of  5|lb.,  and 
some  of  the  best  sea  trout.  On  subsequent  occasions  the 
fly  was  frequently  a  favourite,  and  the  boatmen,  who  at 
first  scorned  it  as  a  new  thing,  came  to  look  on  it  with 
respectful  appreciation,  and  Hans  Ranem  would  some- 
times say  when  consulted  as  to  likely  fly,  "I  think 
you  can  put  up  that  friend  of  yours."  It  gave 
me  some  delightful  sport  when  casting  from  the 
bank  for  the  merry  sea  trout;  in  fact,  at  such  times  I 
found  it,  of  course  in  the  smaller  size,  just  the  thing  they 
wanted,  and  rattling  fun  I  sometimes  had  with  the  little 


VIBRATING  RODS. 
Deae  Sib,— In  your  issue  of  Dec.  8  there  appeared, 
under  the  heading  of  "  Rods— Vibrating  and  Otherwise  " 
a  letter  from  Mr.  H.  J.  Hardy  (of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros  ) 
which,  with  your  permission,  I  would  like  to  discuss.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  Mr.  Hardy  says :  "I  am 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  rods  I  examined  were  the 
ordinary  greenheart  rods,  which  may  be  turned  out  by 
anyone— in  fact,  the  most  elementary  form  of  construction 
possible  in  reference  to  a  rod— and  such  as  may  be  made 
by  any  intelligent  joiner  without  any  special  appliances." 

Now,  these  statements,  like  many  more  contained  in  the 
letter  in  question,  are  a  "  bit  off  "  the  mark.  It  has  never 
been  stated  that  any  maker  cannot  turn  out  rods  similar 
in  external  appearance  to  Mr.  Grant's.  The  premier 
position  has  not  been  claimed  for  these  rods  on  account  of 
their  superior  finish  or  peculiarity  in  external  structure. 
They  are  simple  in  appearance,  the  only  noticeable 
departure  from  ordinary  makes  being  the  splice,  which  is 
made  with  a  shoulder  to  it.  But  if  Mr.  Hardy  means 
that  any  intelligent  joiner  can  turn  out  rods  like  Mr. 
Grant  s— in  the  broad  sense  of  the  term— then  this  is  a 
calumny,  and  nothing  else,  which  must  be  apparent  to 
you,  sir,  who  have  seen  these  rods. 

In  another  paragraph  Mr.  Hardy  tells  us  that  the  "  law 
of  vibration  "  as  applied  to  woods  is  the  "  most  absolute 
nonsense  imaginable."  Perhaps  it  is,  from  his  point  of 
view.  ^  This  may  be  deduced  from  the  remark  he  makes 
that  'all  rods  vibrate  more  or  less";  from  which 
valuable  information  we  infer  that  any  man  can  make  a 
vibrating  rod. 

I  do_  not  see  how  the  apparatus  for  registering  curves, 
deflections,  &o.,  refers  to  the  matter  in  hand,  as  this 
appears  to  be  used  only  in  making  copies.  Mr.  Grant 
obes  not  copy  one  rod  from  another.  He  turns  out  a  rod 
any  size,  and  perfect  in  every  way. 

All  rod  makers  know  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
decide  when  they  have  reached,  or  nearly  reached,  that 
stage  when,  proportionately  to  the  length  and  weight  of 
the  rod,  they  have  retained  the  proper  power.  If  they  do 
not  observe  this  stage  and  go  beyond  it,  they  may  as  well 
cut  a  piece  of  the  rod  and  start  to  make  a  smaller  one.  In 
fact  I  should  think  it  impossible,  taking  all  the  difficulties 
into  consideration,  to  reach  this  ideal  stage  in  making  rods 
in  the  ordinary  way.  But  the  nearer  to  it,  of  course,  the 
better  the  rod.  It  is  here,  I  also  think,  that  Mr.  Grant 
comes  in  with  this  principle  or  formula,  whereby  he  is  able 
always  to  guarantee  a  well-balanced  rod. 

If  the  rods  to  be  turned  out  by  Messrs.  Playfair  are 
mere  copies  of  Mr.  Grant's,  done  by  any  apparatus  such 
as  Mr.  Hardy  refers  to,  then  I  at  least  will  be  satbfied 
that  the  "  vibration  bubble  "  has  burst. 

Mr.  Hardy's  reference  to  the  statement  that  Mr.  Grant 
made  about  deriving  his  ideas  of  applying  this  "  vibration 
law  "  to  fishing  rods  while  experimenting  in  violin  making, 
is  absurd. 

No  doubt  it  isa  "  far  cry  "  from  a  violin  to  a  fishing  rod. 
So  it  is  from  a  kettle  of  boiling  water  to  a  steam  engine  ; 
yet  the  great  improvement  in  the  latter  is  said  to  have  been 
derived  from  a  study  of  the  former,  and  Mr.  Hardy  would 
imply,  practically  speaking,  that  anyone  studying  a  kettle 
of  boiling  water  would  have  deduced  the  same  ideas  as  the 
great  Watt  had  done,  and  applied  them  as  successfully. 

In  criticising  my  letter  Mr.  Hardy  has  used,  to  put  it 
mildly,  some  very  ungentlemanly  remarks.  I  deny  that 
my  letter  is  exactly  similar  to  Mr,  Grant's.  If  there  are" 
one  or  two  similar  terms  used  it  is  the  natural  result  of 
two  persons  describing  a  rod,  on  the  merits  of  which  they  are 
at  one.  To  vary  altogether  they  must  be  at  complete 
variance  regarding  its  different  points. 

No  doubt  Mr.  Hardy  could  give  us  an  entirely  different 
description.  In  fact,  he  has  already  done  so  ;  but,  of 
course,  this  is  in  his  own  interests,  or  the  interest  of  hw 
firm. 

His  evident  object,  of  course,  in  likening  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Grant's  is  to  insinuate  that  we  are  in  league  with  each 
other.  I  also  deny  this  emphatically.  Never  have  I  held 
converse  with  Mr.  Grant  in  any  way  on  any  subject  what- 
ever, and  my  defence  of  these  rods  has  been  conducted  on 
account  of  my  belief  in  their  superiority,  and  I  have  not 
been  influenced  by  any  other  consideration. 

Up  in  the  north  here  we  have  some  very  good  notions. 
We  have  a  notion  that  when  anyone  happens  to  differ  from 
us  on  any  subject  it  is  not  necessary  to  insinuate  unseemly 
and  nnwarranted  charges  against  that  person — until — well, 
until  we  know  he  is  no  gentleman.  It  may  appear  to  some 
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persons  that  we  have  got  also  some  queer  ideas.  For 
instance,  not  a  few  of  ns  think  that  rodmaking,  as 
generally  carried  on,  is  not  a  science,  not  by  a  long  way — 
in  fact,  is  quite  the  reverse.  We  prefer  to  call  it  an  art,  and 
that  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  have  made  it  a  fine  art  nobody 
for  one  moment  doubts.  Bat  we  would  remind  Mr. 
Hardy  that  it  is  not  always  the  man  who  devotes  a  life 
study  to  a  subject  that  makes  the  greatest  discoveries. 
It  often  happens  that  a  very  annoying  side  party  comes  in 
and  knocks  him  oS  his  pedestal.  This  is  not  an  insinua- 
tion, but,  as  I  have  said,  a  reminder. 

In  accusing  me  of  not  being  complimentary  to  sports- 
men, Mr.  Hardy  only  draws  attention  to  the  very  poor 
tribute  he  himself  pays  to  their  intelligence  when  he  tells 
us  that  for  a  fifth  or  a  sixth  part  .of  the  price  they  have 
been  paying  for  the  Grant  Vibration  Rod  he  can  supply 
them  with  one  which  he  will  guarantee  "  to  be  fully  equal 
in  every  shape  and  form,  and  probably  superior." 

Pardon  me,  sir,  for  encroaching  so  much  on  your  space. 
The  present  discussion,  alas  !  like  many  which  have  gone 
before,  is  now  evidently  turning  into  the  channel  of 
personal  abuse  (thanks  to  Mr.  Hardy  for  leading  oS),  and 
as  revilings  of  this  sort  drown  the  real  subject  at  issue, 
besides  being  discreditable  to  the  parties  taking  part,  you 
have  probably  received  my  last  letter.  Personally  I  should 
like  to  eea  a  representative  and  impartial  body  of  sports- 
men reporting  on  the  different  makes  of  rods.  It  would 
be  both  interesting  and  instructive,  but  this,  I  fear,  ia 
impossible. — Yours  truly,  Allan  MacDonald. 

.   EELS  ON  LA.ND. 

Sib, — If  your  correspondent,  "  Izaak  Walton  Foster," 
will  kindly  read  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  10,  1885, 
page  21,  he  will  there  see  the  following  paragraph,  written 
by  "Trent  Veteran"  : 

"  I  have  seen  men  catching  eels  at  night  with  dinner 
forks  on  gravel  where  there  was  no  water." 

This  is  very  short,  but  there  can  be  no  mistaking  what 
"  Trent  Veteran  "  means,  for  the  simple  reason  that  if  it 
had  not  been  something  out  of  the  common  he  would  not 
have  mentioned  it.  Eels,  like  both  birds  and  fish  in 
winter,  have  to  adapt  themselves  to  circumstances,  and 
the  whole  order  of  things  is  often  reversed. 

I  need  look  no  further  than  in  these  twenty-two  most 
interesting  paragraphs  to  substantiate  what  I  say,  for  he 
eays  : 

On^  one  occasion  a  water  rat  came  throe  times  at  my 
pike  spinning  bait."    Fancy  that ! 

And  fancy  this:  "In  June,  about  twenty-seven  years 
ago,  I  took  a  lot  of  little  eels  from  the  vent  of  another  eel, 
and  kept  them  alive  for  days." 

This  has  always  been  a  puzzler  to  me  :  "  Eels  always 
get  in  the  mud  in  winter."    Do  they  ? 

He_  says  ;  "  I  have  seen  thousands  of  eels  under  ice 
twirling  round  a  large  hawthorn  bongh  which  was  sunk  in 
a  backwater  of  the  Trent." 

Again "  I  was  in  attendance  on  one  of  my  master's 
trout  fishings,  and  saw  a  trout  come  out  of  the  water  on  to 
some  sand  after  the  bait  (worm),  and  take  it !  " 

Eels  coming  out  of  water  on  land  is  nothing  to  this. — 
Tonrs  truly,    U.  O. 


Dear  Sie, — Now,  I  am  not  about  to  perpetrate  an 
article  on  how  I  caught  my  first  something,  but  the 
question  of  where  eels  are  to  be  found  seems  to  be  a  great 
theme  jn8t_  at  present.  My  first  something  was  not  an 
eel  J  I  believe  it  to  have  been  a  stioklebs  ck.  But  to 
quote,  "  Those  days  are  gone  for  aye.  The  mill  .  .  ." 
Only  there  was  no  mill ;  but  the  fields  are  in  decay,  and 
the  populous  haunts  of  men  now  occupy  the  spot, 
according  to  report,  where  my  first  stickleback  was  landed. 
To  return  to  eels,  however,  I  recollect  in  one  brook  where 
I  used  to  fish  taking  eels  continually  of  about  twelve  inches 
in  length.  These  generally  made  their  way  over  the 
nearest  hedge  when  I  released  them.  I  do  not  mean  to 
imply  that  they  went  of  their  own  free  will,  but  with  my 
assistance  ;  and  further,  I  am  not  a  long-distance  thrower, 
even  with  an  eel,  for  it  would  take  rather  more  than 
ordinary  exertion  to  throw  an  eel  the  length  of  a  field, 
only  there  was  a  hedge  close  behind  me. 

I  did  notice,  as  eays  "  I.  W.  Foster,"  that  if  an  eel  was 
dropped  on  the  ground  with  his  head  facing  the  river 
where  the  bank  sloped  downwards  he  invariably  com- 
menced making  his  way  down  that  way.  I  never  tried  the 
reverse  position.  People  do  in  certain  places  believe  that 
dragon  flies  bite  like  adders ;  but  I  have  never  been  told 
cuckoos  suck  eggs — or  eels  either. 

What  about  "  Spinning  Minnow's "  snggestions  re- 
garding a  remedy  for  over-fished  waters  ?  I  certainly 
cannot  agree  with  him  when  he  says,  "  Anglers  be  gener- 
ally requested  to  return  their  fish  to  the  water,  except 
'  specimens.'  This  would  be  no  hardship,  as  it  is  seldom 
freshwater  fish  are  eaten,  barring  trout  and  eels."  It  is 
very  certain  that  a  wide  field  is  opened  by  these  remarks, 
for  in  the  hill  and  mountain  districts  you  certainly  will 
not  catch  specimtn  trout.  Of  course,  in  very  well  pre- 
served waters,  i.e.,  chalk  streams,  such  objects  are 
obtiinible,  not  excluding  the  Thames  trout.  Neither  do 
I  agree  to  its  being  seldom  that  freshwater  fish  are  eaten. 
As  far  as  eels  are  concerned,  I  do  not  come  in,  for  they 
are  not  to  my  liking,  but  I  must  plead  guilty  to  eating 
roach  when  I  get  them,  and  I  know  other  of  my  friends 
who  do  Lkewiee  ;  only  you  must  be  up  with  the  lark  if 
you  desire  to  eat  roach  for  breakfast,  the  bones  have  to  be 
counted  upon,  and  they  are  rather  formidable. 

I  have  seen  v^riters  compare  roach  to  boiled  pincushion. 
The  question  then  arises,  what  is  boiled  pincushion  like  ? 
For  my  part,  I  think  roach  are  good  eating  when  properly 
in  condition,  always  allowing  you  have  decent  sized  ones ; 
probably  a  great  deal  lies  in  what  Walton  says  about  the 
chub:  "And  though  chub  be  by  yon  and  many  others 
reckoned  the  worst  of  fish,  yet  you  shall  see  I'll  make  it  a 
good  fish  by  dreesing  it." 


Of  course,  there  are  many  fish  indiscriminately  killed 
and  basketed  which  ought  to  be  replaced  in  the  water, 
but  when  trout  only  average  three  to  the  pound,  with 
occasional  i  pounders,  as  they  do  in  waters  I  know  of,  I 
do  not  think  the  angler  can  very  well  be  asked  to  return 
all  except  Bpecimens. 

Pollution  in  any  form  is  a  very  prominent  evil,  and 
should  most  decidedly  be  stepped. 

Personally,  I  have  heard  a  gocd  many  other  people  than 
the  fair  sex  talk  about  "catching  cold"  in  connection 
with  fishing  ;  with  undisguised  contempt,  too  !  However, 
they  are  the  more  to  be  pitied,  for  they  know  not  the 
pleasures  of  the  angler's  craft. — Yours  faithfully, 

  Ernest  Webster. 


Sib, — Any  contribution  to  the  natural  history  of  the 
eel  interests  me  greatly,  and  I  have  read  the  letters 
appearing  under  the  above  heading  with  appreciation. 

Our  club  water  abounds  in  eels  of  all  sizes,  supposed 
to  be  the  Severn  elvers  (those  slimy,  glutinous  filaments 
of  fieh  taken  in  myriads  and  hawked  in  our  streets),  which 
have  survived  the  elver  catcher  and  matured  in  the  Ayon. 
I  have  been  on  our  Avon  banks  at  all  hours,  yet  never  saw 
an  eel  on  land  except  just  cS  the  hook,  when  invariably,  if 
found  in  the  grass,  it  has  its  head  to  the  stream,  making 
for  its  natural  home. 

But  here  is  the  other  experience,  which  can  be  vouched 
for.  An  old  disused  brick  pit,  from  which  years  ago  clay 
had  been  abstracted,  was  found  to  be  swarming  with  eels, 
and  a  party  of  anglers,  well  known  to  the  writer,  were 
invited  to  see  it  drained.  Owing  to  a  miscalculation  in  the 
time  required  for  this  operation  night  came  on  and  left  the 
water  in  the  centre  alive  with  eels,  but  not  get-at-able. 

At  daybreak  the  party  proceeded  to  capture  them,  and 
took  eighteen.  In  every  direction  over  the  clay  sides, 
which  the  warm  night  air  had  partly  dried,  were  tracks  of 
every  conceivable  size  and  direction,  showing  that  the 
bulk  of  the  eels  had  left  the  falling  water,  like  rats  will 
leave  a  burning  ship. — Yours  truly, 

  Geo.  a.  Powell. 


EELS  OR  SNAKES. 
Dear  Sir,— I  always  imagined  that  the  Correspondence 
columns  in  the  F.  O.  were  for  the  purpose  of  giving  cut 
facts  or  information  to  others,  or  seeking  information — 
fish  (or  snake)  stories  relegated  to  "Dragnet,"  who  is 
not  at  all  wanting  in  that  respect.  The  letter  of  "  Senex," 
which  appeared  in  the  F.  O.  on  Nov.  17,  should  have 
appeared  in  "  Dragnet's  "  columns,  which  would  have 
been  its  proper  place.  I  think  it  must  be  owing  to  a 
mistake  of  your  P.D.,  who  had  likely  got  mixed  on  the 
near  approach  of  Christmas,  and  placed  it  in  the  wrong 
compartment. 

However,  it  is  there,  and  has  been  noticed  by  three  or 
fonr,  so  that  we  must  take  it  as  it  is.  I  do  not  profess  to 
know  the  exact  meaning  of  the  word  "  squirming,"  but 
presume  it  to  be  something  akin  to  squealing  or  squeaking, 
or  making  a  noise  of  some  sort  by  some  means.  I  have 
in  my  time  caught  many  eels,  which  I  generally  finished 
by  seveiicg  the  backbone  close  behind  the  head,  but  I 
never  found  one  that  could  raise  a  squeal,  fqneak,  or  even 
a  squirm  when  my  knife  was  slowly  sawing  through  their 
backbone,  and  that  operation  would  surely  have  caused 
them  to  utter  something  if  they  had  the  power.  With 
regard  to  eels  travelling  by  night,  I  always  believed  in 
it ;  not  that  I  ever  saw  it,  or  even  came  across  anyone 
that  had  seen  it,  but  it  seemed  the  established  rule  to 
believe  in  it.  I  have,  however,  seen  an  eel  travel  on  land 
in  daylight.  In  a  beck,  or  bum,  I  used  to  fish,  there  was 
a  very  long,  deep  pool,  which  had  a  dam  at  its  end,  about 
fifty  feet  long,  composed  of  stone  and  timber,  at  an  angle 
of  about  thirty  degrees,  at  the  bottom  of  which  was  a 
small,  deep  pool,  which,  however,  got  very  little  fresh 
water,  as  nearly  the  whole  of  the  water  went  down  the 
mill  race,  except  when  very  occasionally  the  plug  wasdown, 
or  the  heavy  rains  caused  it  to  overflow. 

One  afternoon  when  I  was  there  I  was  surprised  to  see 
an  eel  slowly  making  its  way  up  the  dam,  not  downwards, 
as  Izaak  Walton  Foster  says  they  always  do.  I  watched  it 
for  some  time,  so  there  could  be  no  mistake  about  it,  then 
I  perinaded  it  to  go  into  my  basket  instead  of  the  pool 
above.  It  was  a  good-sized  eel,  over  2ft.  long,  and  this  is 
the  only  time  I  ever  saw  an  eel  voluntarily  on  land. — 
Yours  truly,  _____  Keeldar. 

THE  COST  OF  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Is  not  Mr.  J.  Paul  Taylor  drawing  things 
a  little  mUd  when  he  suggests  a  fortnight's  trout  fishing 
can  be  had  on  practically  fiee  waters  in  Scotland,  Wales, 
or  Cornwall,  with  economy,  for  £5  ?  Even  subscription 
waters  are  now  fished  heavily  for  trout  at  any  rate,  and, 
for  my  own  part,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  of  a  place 
in  Scotland  where  I  could  get  a  fortnight's  reepectable 
trout  angling  for  £5.  I  am  afraid  the  railway  journey,  to 
commence  with,  would  leave  a  very  small  portion  of  that 
sum.  One  spot  I  am  used  to  visitiug  (which  lies  only  forty 
miles  from  my  home,  and  which,  as  far  as  the  fishing  is 
concerned,  is  quite  free)  cannot  be  done  for  less  than 
£6  10s.,  and  that  is  placing  it  very  low,  and  excluding 
wines,  &c. — of  course,  I  am  allowing  for  certain  trap  hires 
for  reaching  the  fishing.  The  cost  of  tackle  is  left  out  of 
the  question  altrgether.  In  order  to  come  across  modest 
lodgings,  a  good  general  knowledge  of  a  district  is  necessary, 
for  many  such  are  never  advertised,  and  this  knowledge  is 
often  very  far  from  the  angler's  command  when  he  is 
seeking  fresh  hunting  grounds. 

Referring  to  grouse  shooting,  mentioned  in  the  book  of 
the  Hon.  A.  E.  Gathorne  Hardy,  lately  published  by 
Messrs.  Longmans,  and  a  notice  of  which  also  appeared  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  cost  there  is  estimated  at  £1  a 
brace.  Of  course,  there  is  not  such  an  acute  affinity 
between  shooting  and  fishing  as  all  that,  bat  sporting  of 
any  kind  cannot  now  be  had  for  nothing,  and  as  long  as 


good  trout  fishing  is  obtainable  it  is  scarcely  probable  that 
it  will  depreciate  in  value.  I  think  it  is  far  better  to  con- 
sider an  estimate  which  would  prove  more  than  the 
amount  actually  expended  than  to  place  the  figares  too 
low.  Everyone  now  is  on  the  qui  vive  for  fishing  at  a 
reasonable  figure.  From  time  to  time  inquiries  appear  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  many  are  unanswered,  to  a 
certain  extent  at  all  events,  satisfactorily.  Those  who  are 
"  in  the  know  "  are  not  at  all  likely  to  give  away  their 
best  spots,  and  though  the  saying  goes  that  patience  is  a 
virtue,  and  everything  is  supposed  to  come  to  the  one  who 
has  the  patience  to  wait  for  it,  I  do  not  think  it  would 
apply  very  well  in  this  particular  question,  for  those  who 
would  angle  success  fully  must  not  lie  abed  with  the 
sluggard  in  these  days,  or  someone  else  will  speedily  take 
advantage  thereof,  and  it  needs  a  lot  of  searching  to  find 
trout  fishing  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

What  about  the  recent  correspondence  regarding  fishing 
in  Ireland  ? — Yours  faithfully,         Ehxest  Webster. 


PIKE  WILL  SPAWN  EARLY. 

Dear  Sir, — Looking  through  last  week's  Fishing 
Gazette^  I  was  much  struck  by  Mr.  Langley  Simmons' 
letter,  in  which  he  asks  if  any  angling  friends  can  inform 
hitn  of  a  similar  case  to  his. 

I_  had_  the  good  fortune  to  take  four  very  sizable  fish 
whilst  pike  fishing  last  week,  the  largest  being  just  under 
91b.  This  fish  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  excellent  condition. 
I  took  the  catch  to  show  our  popular  local  "  Spinning 
Minnow,"  and  was  very  surprised  when  he  exclaimed  : 
"  Why,  I  believe  the  large  one  is  in  spawn."  It  proved  to 
be  quite  correct,  the  other  three  fish  being  quite  free. 

_  Does  not  this  (December)  seem  remarkably  late  for  the 
pike  to  be  spawning  ?  Can  any  of  our  other  angling 
friends  explain  it,  I  wonder  ? — Yours  very  truly, 

Bath.  Ted  J.  Wilson. 

[The  very  mild  weather  will,  doubtless,  account  for  the 
fish  being  so  forward  ;  if  it  continues  pike  will  spawn 
earlier  than  usual  next  year.  If  Mr.  Wilson  means  that 
the  fish  should  have  spiwned  last  March,  then  it  must  be  a 
case  of  disease.  Occasionally  fieh  get  egg-bound,  and 
eventually  die  from  the  effects  of  being  unable  to  gpt  rid  of 
the  dead  eggs.  On  the  other  band,  one  expects  to  find  the 
roe  in  hen  fish  fairly  well  developpd  at  this  time  of  year. 
They  take  nearly  a  year  to  mature,  and  so  shonld  be  about 
three-quarters  developed  at  this  time  of  year.  There  are 
.just  as  many  eggs  in  a  hen  fish  in  June  as  in  December.  It 
is  only  the  increase  in  size  of  each  egg  which  makes  the 
mass  larger. — Ed.]  _____ 

GUIDE  TO  THE  BLACK  FOREST  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  of 
a  handy  little  guide  to  the  Black  Forest,  with  name  of 
publisher  ?  I  have  Baedeker's  "  Southern  Germany," 
which  includes  the  Black  Forest ;  but  what  I  want  is  a 
little  book  for  the  Black  Forest  only,  preferably  with  a 
map.  Freiburg  seems  about  the  best  starting  point.  The 
sort  of  thing  I  should  like  would  be  a  little  book  like  Percy 
Lindley's  "  Walks  in  the  Ardennes,"  which  I  found  most 
useful  some  time  since. — Yours  truly, 

W.  S.  BUDDICOM. 

[We  do  not  know  the  book,  bnt  in  1890  Mr.  H.  W. 
Wolff  published  "Black  Forest  Rambles"  (Longmans). 
In  1877  appeared  "  Wegweiser  fiir  Angler,"  a  guide  |to 
German,  Austrian,  and  Swiss  rivers,  which  we  have  found 
very  useful ;  it  was  published  by  Wiegandt,  of  Berlin,  at 
about  23.  6d.  The  author  was  the  late  Herr  Max  v.  d. 
Borne,  the  great  German  angler  and  fish  breeder. — Ed." 


ANOTHER  FISH  RECORD  BOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you  by 
this  post  a  book  I  have  had  compiled  for  my  own  use,  and, 
I  think,  likely  to  be  of  service  to  other  anglers.  I  should 
like  to  have  your  candid  opinion  on  the  subject.  Perhaps 
you  may  see  your  way  to  comment  upon  it  in  some  future 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  have  had  a  few  copies 
printed,  so  that  if  anyone  would  like  to  have  one,  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  send  it  post  free  for  23.  6d. — Yours  truly, 

9,  Fleet-street,  Birmingham.  J.  Manly. 

[It  is  a  nicely  got  up  pocket  register,  with  printed  head- 
ings to  columns  for  noting  one's  take  of  fish,  the  kind  of 
fish  taken,  date,  place,  bait,  &a.  It  can  be  used  by  the  fly 
fisher  as  well  as  by  the  general  angler. — Ed.] 


"  MORE  LIGHT." 
Dear  Sir, — "  W.  W."  has  evidently  mistaken  the  main 
point  of  my  article  under  above  headmg  in  your  issue  of 
Nov.  17. 

It  is  "  the  want  of  real  knowledge  in  regard  to  almost 
every  department  of  our  salmon  fisheries,"  and  my  object 
was  and  is  to  urge  on  the  undertaking  of  such  work  in 
regard  to  the  Salmonidss  "where  accurate  and  reliable 
information  may  be  worked  out,"  to  again  quote  from  the 
article. 

Neither  "W.  W."  nor  our  local  Fishery  Board 
inspectorate  will  pose  as  knowing  too  much,  however  well 
up  they  may  be  otherwise.  The  best  teachers  are  always 
students  and  learners  in  their  respective  lines. 

The  illustration  I  gave  from  the  Don  came  to  my  hand 
from  the  publio  prints  circulating  in  the  North  of  Scotland, 
and  if  "  W.  W."  or  those  concerned  feel  aggrieved,  it  is 
Mr.  James  Horton,  the  author  of  these  charges,  and  not 
me,  they  have  to  deal  with.  They  were  not  made  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  were  only  referred  to — in  parenthesis 
be  it  noted — as  an  uncontradicted  statement  eome  weeks 
after  it  had  appeared  in  a  leading  daily  paper. 

I  may  go  a  little  further  and  enlighten  "  W.  W."  by 
telling  him  that  I  was  not  only  crgoisant  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  inspector  and  his  men  did  their  work  to  the 
best  of  their  ability,  and  as  well  as  could  be  done  with  the 
means  at  their  disposal,  but  I  was  the  author  of  the 
complimentary  paragraph,  "  Transplanting  Salmon  on  the 
Don,"  which  was  the  cause  of  oalUng  forth  Mr.  I^Horton's 
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hostile  letter.  Moreover,  no  one  has  more  sympathy  with 
the  inspector  and  his  work,  nor  given  him  more  loyal 
support  in  the  press  and  otherwise,  than  your  humble 
servant ;  so  that  my  private  sentiments  are  the  opposite  of 
what  "  W.  W."  supposes. 

I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  James  Horton,  but 
I  would  advise  "  W.  W."  to  attack  Mr.  Horton  directly, 
and  not  involve  a  third  party  in  the  quarrel.  If  he  does 
so  I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Horton  will  be  quite  able  to  fight 
bis  own  battle ;  and  if  he  is  not  able  to  prove  the  public 
statements  up  to  the  hilt  when  challenged,  then  none  will 
swoop  down  upon  him  more  readily  than— Yours  truly, 

G.  M. 

P.S.— The  following  is  the  letter  in  full  of  Mr.  Horton. 
Boxbnrn,  Aberdeen,  and  which  appeared  unanswered  and 
uncontradicted  in  the  Aberdeen  local  press  : 

"  Transplanting  Fish  in  the  Don. 
"  Sir,— I  was  an  eye-witness  to  the  truly  painful  opera- 
tion of  transplanting  salmon  from  the  Sauoh  Pool  of  the 
MugiemoBs  water  to  the  Grandholm  Dam  on  Friday, 
Get.  12,  as  reported  in  your  issue  of  Tuesday. 

"  As  I  was  present  at  the  start,  and  continued  to  be  on 
the  ground  up  to  two  o'clock,  I  was  more  than  shocked  to 
see  the  careless  and  hwrtfnl  manner  in  which  the  fish  were 
handled  by  '  supposed  experts.'  Why,  sir,  I  saw  a  man  of 
thirty  years'^  experience  actually  carrying  several  of  the 
fish  by  the  gills  a  difltauos  of  six  yards  from  the  net  to  the 
water  trough,  in  which  they  were  placed  to  be  carried  a 
distance  of  other  forty-seven  yards.  As  to  the  admirable 
method  in  which  the  transference  was  carried  out  with  so 
little  loss,  half  a  dozen  or  so  was  the  mortality  according  to 
your  informant,  whereas  I  can  vouch  that  twenty  dead 
fish  were  taken  out  before  operations  ceased  on  Friday 
night,  and  at  least  other  thirteen  were  taken  out  of  the 
river  the  following  morniDg,  not  to  mention  other  dead 
fish  seen  in  the  pool  that  could  not  be  reached.  The 
7nodiis  operandi  seemed  to  be  a  complete  bungle  from 
start  to  finish  to  the  eye  of  an  impartial  spectator. 

"  At  the  first  haul  of  the  net  I  should  say  at  least  150 
fish  were  in  it;  and,  with  such  a  weight  of  salmon  all 
huddled  together  in  a  partly  suspended  net  in  shallow 
water,  knocking  themselves  against  stones,  &o.,  it  was  not 
much  wonder  such  a  number  were  got  dead  so  short  a 
time  after,  whilst  not  a  few  seemed  to  be  in  a  state  of 
asphyxia  before  they  were  got  out  of  the  net. 

"  Only  one  water  trough  was  on  the  ground,  whereas 
there  should  have  been  at  least  three,  seeing  the  distance 
they  had  to  be  carried  from  the  river  to  the  road,  where 
the  lorry  and  the  water  tank  was,  into  which  they  were 
actually  pitched. 

_  "  Having  witnessed  this  part  of  the  operations  for  some 
time,  I  then  proceeded  to  that  part  of  the  Don  opposite 
Grandholm  Home,  and  on  the  arrival  of  two  lorries,  each 
with  a  tankful  of  salmon,  I  saw  them  taken  from  the 
tanks  and  carried  to  the  edge  of  the  river;  but  the 
majority  of  the  fish  were  placed  in  a  large  landing  net, 
which  on  several  occasions  was  slid  down  the  grassy  slope 
of  the  bank,  a  distance  of  about  ten  yards,  to  the  edge, 
some  of  them  presenting  a  very  sickly  appearance  indeed! 

"  I  remarked  before  leaving  that  at  least  25  per  cent,  of 
the  fish  would  be  dead  in  a  short  time,  which  remark  only 
proved  too  true. 

"  Now,  sir,  I  am  the  more  convinced  than  ever  that 
there  was  absolutely  no  need  whatever  for  transmitting 
the  fish  such  a  distance,  which  is  at  leaat  one  and  a  half 
miles ;  had  they  been  carefully  handled  and  put  over  the 
Mugiemoss  dyke,  about  100  yards  from  where  they  were 
landed,  the  fish  could  quite  easily  have  taken  the  Stoney- 
wood  dykes  with  the  large  volume  of  water  that  was  running 
within  forty-eight  hours. 

"  For  the  information  of  these  '  experts,'  allow  me,  in 
conclusion,  to  refer  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie, 
joint  clerk  to  the  Tay  Fishery  Board,  given  before  the 
Eoyal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries  at  its  meeting  in 
Edinburgh  on  Wednesday,  the  17th.— Yours,  &c., 

"James  A.  Horton." 

PLENTY  OF  RUNS,  BUT  THEY  BAN  SMALL. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  thought  it  would  interest  you 
to  have  particulars  of  two  days'  sport  which  a  friend  and 

myself  had  last  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  at    Lake 

and  I  enclose  list  of  fish  with  weights.  ' 

The  numbers  are  good,  but  the  size  not  up  to  the  usual 
for  this  fine  water.  The  weather,  however,  was  not 
"  fishy,"  viz.,  for  the  most  part  dull  and  gloomy,  and  the 
big  fish  would  not  feed  at  all.  We  only  retained  six  out  of 
the  fifty  fish,  as  the  owner  is  particular  on  this  head. 
With  kind  regards.— Yours  truly,  F.  Howsk. 

In  January,  1898,  Senior  and  I  had  thirty-seven  pike 
weight  2001b.,  and  one  perch  31b. ;  best  pike,  181b.  and 
151b. 

In  January,  1899,  Simmonds  and  I  had  forty-five  Dike 
weight  1921b  ,  best  fish  11  Jib. 

Dec.  4,  1900— F.  Howse,  2JIb.,  41b.,  31b..  31b.,  41b  51b 
31b.,  8ilb.,41b.,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  21b.,  2|lb.,  21b.,  4ilb.,  41b 
241b.,  2Jlb,,  61b.,  41b.  ;  twenty  pike,  651b.    E.  Simmonds. 
4flb..  41b.,31b.,21b.,  2ilb.,  31b,,  4Jlb.,  21b.;  eight  pike! 
2451b. 

Deo.  6.  1900.-F.  H.-,  21b.,  3Jlb.,  3^1b.,  4Jlb.,  31b.,  4Jlb., 
21b.,  4JIb.,  4Jlb..  3ilb.,  541b.,  31b.,  21b.;  thirteen  pike 
46  b.  E.  S.,  2ilb.,  41b.,  5Jlb  ,  31b.,  31b.,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  41b. 
lOjlb. ;  nine  pike,  401b. 

Total:  Fifty  pike,  l/SJlb.  All  but  six  of  the  fish 
were  returned  to  grow  bigger. 

DO  BARBEL  TAKE  CHEESE  IN  THE  THAMES  ? 

Dear  Sir,— Will  the  Thames  barbel  take  cheese  ?  I 
ask  this  question,  as  at  the  Utter  end  of  September  and 
beginning  of  October  this  year  I  gave  them  a  fair  trial 
without  getting  a  fish.  Mr.  David  Slater,  of  Newark, 
kindly  got  me  the  right  kind  of  cheese,  and  I  baited  and 
fished  two  deep  plaoes  with  no  current,  where  I  knew  the 


barbel  were  swarmiog,  adopting  the  methods  recommended 
by  my  instructor  in  Trent  angling,  the  late  William  Bailey, 
and  other  authorities,  but  my  efforts  were  of  no  avail  I 
caught  some  very  fine  chub,  and  could  have  taken  more 
had  I  chosen  to  do  so. 

"Watercress  Bill."  the  well-known  Sonning  fisherman, 
told  me  that  he  had  never  been  able  to  do  any  good  either 
with  cheese  or  greaves  in  the  Thames.    I  also  tried  a 
baiting  with  greaves,  but  with  no  result  as  far  as  barbel 
but  I  again  found  plenty  of  chub.— Yours  truly, 

  Edwin  Goslino. 

RECIPE  FOR  DULLING  NICKEL  BOD  FITTINGS 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— Seeing  from  correspondence  in  the  F.O. 
that  a  steel  rod  may  be  used  in  favourable  conditions  of 
weather  without  fear  of  lightning,  and  also  fascinated  with 
the  idea  of  discarding  rings  for  the  line,  I  have  invested  in 
one  of  these  weapons.  May  I  ask  if  any  reader  can 
suggest  a  method  of  bronzing  or  ebonising  the  fittings,  as 
I  fancy_  the  rod  would  have  a  better  chance  of  success  if 
the  heliogi-aphic  messages  from  the  bright  nickel  of  which 
these  are  made,  were  intercepted  before  flashing  news  of 
its  whereabouts  to  the  wary  trout. 

A  rod  maker's  assistance  here  in  Italy  is,  of  course 
unattainable.— Yours  truly,  Qonzaga.  ' 

[We  shall  be  glad  if  one  of  our  readers  can  help  our 
correspondent.  Nickel  gets  dull  with  use,  and  we  doubt 
if  a  dark  reel  is  used,  if  the  mere  fittings  would  do  any 
scaring.— Ed.]   

VOHACITV  OF  PIKE,  &c. 
Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent,  A.  Langley  Simmons, 
m  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  speaks  about  the  voracity 
of  pike.  I  have  been  out  pretty  well  every  day  for  the 
last  month,  and  I  am  on  the  warpath  again.  I  had  some 
good  samples  last  week,  amongst  others  one  of  161b.  He 
had  inside  him  two  water  rate,  the  leg  of  a  wild  duck,  and 
also  a  snipe,  evidently  been  shot  and  fell  in  the  water. 

As  regards  the  spawning  of  fish,  viz.,  trout  and  pike,  at 
this  season  of  the  year  they  do  not  do  so  in  our  waters, 
the  Nene,  Welland,  and  Gwash.— Yours  truly, 

E.  T.  Ryan 

PIKE  FRY  WANTED. 
Dear  Sik,— Will  any  of  jour  readers  kindly  inform  me 
where  a  quantity  of  pike  fry  could  be  purchased  ?— Yours, 
____  Manchester. 

GETS  AN  IS-POUNDER  FIRST  TIME  HE  TRIES 
FOR  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— A  gentleman  of  this  city  (Bristol),  a  well- 
known  expert  angler,  was  kind  enough  to  give  me  a  day's 
fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Avon,  at  Somerford,  on 
Saturday  last,  and  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  catch  a  fine 
pike  of  ISJlb.  This  is  the  largest  taken  in  the  district  for 
many  years,  and  I  have  sent  it  to  Cooper  and  Son,  of 
London,  to  be  set  up. 

This  may  interest  some  of  your  readers,  as  I  am  an  abso- 
lute novice  at  this  class  of  fishing,  never  having  even  seen  a 
pike  before.  I  was  using  only  a  good  trout  line,  but  my 
expert  friend  lent  me  some  hooks  suitable  for  big  fish,  and 
advised  me  what  to  do  and  where  to  cast,  with  the  result 
above  mentioned.  As  yon  can  imagine  from  his  weight, 
the  pike  was  a  very  strong  one,  and  gave  me  considerable 
trouble.  I  had  to  play  him  for  a  long  time,  and  there  was 
a  desperate  struggle  before  the  gentleman  gaffed  him  and 
brought  him  to  the  bank,  after waids  giving  me  great 
praise  for  the  way  I  had  handled  my  fish.— Yours  truly, 
Bristol.    M.  W.  Keynton. 

IS  NOT  THE  SACRIFICE  TOO  GRE3AT  ? 
SxB,— Your  last  week's  number  contained  proof  of  the 
voraciousness  of  jack  and  pike  in  the  upper  Thames.  In 
further  corroboration  I  ask  yon  to  kindly  insert  the 
following,  cut  from  a  last  week's  Berkshire  newspaper  : 

"  Fishing  on  Wednesday  in  the  Thames,  near  Walling- 
ford,  Frank  Whiteman  caught  a  31b.  jack.  The  pur- 
chaser, on  opening  it  prior  to  preparing  it  for  cooking, 
took  from  it  no  less  than  191  small  fish,  including  several 
small  bleak,  two  very  small  perch,  some  baby  roach,  a 
Ijood  many  minnows,  and  a  number  of  other  fish  of  so 
uender  an  age  that  it  was  imposssible  to  tell  to  what 
species  they  belonged.  If  this  is  one  day's  meal  for  a  31b. 
jack,  the  quantity  necessary  to  keep  a  big  jack  in 
provender  must  be  prodigious." 

Now,  in  these  fish-stocking  days  for  general  angling, 
and  money  spent  freely  in  purchasing  the  best  fish,  trout 
especially,  is  it  really  worth  the  terrible  destruction  of 
young  fish  to  permit  the  retainment  of  the  jick  in  the 
Thames  at  all  ?  I  am  conscious  that  such  a  question  will 
be  read  with  astonishment  by  some  pike  anglers,  but  in 
view  of  the  diminishing  home  trout  in  the  Thames,  should 
not  something  be  done  to  stop  the  sacrifice  ?  The 
retainable  Thames  trout  captured  by  anglers  from 
Teddington  Weir  up  to,  say,  Reading,  numbered  hardly 
more  than  a  score  of  really  fine  fish.  And  if  any  re- 
stocking of  trout  should  be  attempted  during  the  early 
part  of  next  year,  nothing  but  two-year-olds  would  stand 
much  chance  against  these  little  voracious  jack. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  said  that  the  pike  offers  the  best 
of  winter  angling ;  but,  taking  as  some  sort  of  basis  the 
two  cases  of  little  jack  in  question,  what  an  immense 
number  of  small  fish  must  be  consumed  before  a  pike 
attains  the  weight,  say,  in  an  open  river  like  the  Thames, 
of  81b.  to  101b. ! 

And  what  good  will  come  from  turning  salmon  fry,  &o., 
into  the  Thames  so  long  as  marauding  jick  and  pike  are 
allowed  to  work  evil  in  the  grreat  river  ? — Yours  truly, 

Rus. 

P.S.— Perch  and  chub  will  also  consume  little  fish  a  bit 
larger  than  minnows ;  but  these  two  fish  do  not  live  wholly 
on  fish  life,  like  jack  and  pike. 


THE  AVON  (ECKINGTON  AND  BREDON 
WORCESTERSHIRE)  -  "SHAKESPEARE'S 
AVON." 

Dear  Sir,— This  river,  after  recent  heavy  rains,  is 
rising  rapidly,  and  spinning  or  live-baiting  for  pike  must 
be  deferred  for  a  time,  yet  during  the  past  two  weeks  some 
Cheltenham  Angling  Club  members  have  erjnyed  giod 
sport  on  the  9J  miles  of  the  Avon  rented  by  the  club  Mr. 
Hamlin  leading  wiiha  16ilb.  pike  ;  B.  Steptoe.  151b.  2oz.- 
J.  P.  Wright,  13ilb.  Quite  a  record  season  has  been  so 
far  established  in  averega  specimens  up  to  SJlb.,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Bently  accounting  for  thirty-nine  in  all  to  his  own  rod. 
The  club  generously  throws  open  its  membership  to 
Malvern,  Birmingham,  and  Worcester  anglers,  and 
exchanges  a  ticket  issued  in  December  for  the  new  issue 
next  June  at  one  subscription  of  68.  This  gives  the 
piking  free — a  generous  concession.  Day  tickets  are  to  be 
obtained  at  6d.  each,  and,  under  new  leases,  a  rigid 
preservation  will,  it  is  hoped,  still  further  improve  the 
fishery,  while  it  is  intended  to  introduce  barbel  to  the 
river.  Any  gentleman  who  desires  to  try  his  luck  for  a 
few  days  at  pike,  roach,  or  bream  can  have  full  informa- 
tion (reliable),  and,  the  club  not  having  any  need  of  funds 
or  a  great  influx  of  members,  he  may  rely  upon  dis- 
interested advice  as  to  inns,  lodgings,  &c.,  in  the  district 
known  to  the  writer,  who  acts  as  hon.  secretary. 

This  country,  known  mostly  to  Birmingham  Sunday 
pot-hunters,  is  far  too  little  fished  by  genuine  anglers,  yet 
bags  of  roach  101b.  to  201b.  have  fallen  to  the  writer 
during  the  past  season,  and  although  the  roach  run  small, 
a  pounder  being  a  good  one,  yet  they  bite  freely,  and 
bream  run  up  to  a  good  size,  the  largest  this  year  weighing 
841b.  Chub  and  perch  are  scarce,  and  very  local  in  their 
haunts. 

Bream  and  roach  are  tak?n  with  stewed  wheat  mostly; 
the  former  occasionally  with  maggots.  Yet  the  writer 
has  never  been  able  to  do  much  good  either  with  crust  or 
paste,  or  even  with  any  kind  of  worm,  and  this  is  the 
experience  of  club  members  generally.  Why  this  is  has 
not  been  ascertained.  The  Avon  is  deep,  sluggish,  with 
varying  bottom,  frequently  10ft.  to  16ft.  close  to  the 
bank,  and  is  b°st  fished  with  a  13ft.  rod  and  Nottingham 
reel,  in  the  Nottingham  style,  close  inshore,  or  just  over  a 
bed  of  rate,  the  rod  in  hand,  or  upon  a  couple  of  rests, 
and  the  banks  afford  easy  and  comfortable  fishing  such 
as  few  fishing  waters  possess,  it  not  being  necessary  in 
securing  a  decent  bag  to  hold  a  long  roach-pole  for  hours 
in  the  hand,  as  does  the  Lea  angler,  who  fishes  far  out. — 
Yours  truly,  Geo.  A.  Powell 

(Hon.  Sec.  Cheltenham  Angling  Club). 

CONTRASTS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  article  under  the  above  title  I  eeeiu 
to  have  unintentionally  trodden  on  a  favourite  corn  of 
your  correspondent  "  A.,"  who,  for  all  his  modest  disguise, 
I  seem  to  recognise  as  a  brother  angler  for  whom  I  enter- 
tain nothing  but  friendly  feelings. 

If  he  will  look  at  my  article  again  he  will  see  that  so 
far  from  treating  the  incident  of  the  unsuccessful  Lea 
angler  as  a  fairy  tale,  I  used  it  as  a  recently  recounted  and 
authenticated  instance  of  British  angling  bad  luck,  which 
would  have  driven  any  average  American  to  find  some 
other  form  of  recreation. 

To  have  implied  or  expressed  the  doubt  he  seems  to 
think  I  entertained  would ^ave  been  to  reduce  my  article 
to  an  absurdity.  "* 

Shade  of  Izdak  !  Does  anyone  know  more  of  Lea-side 
and  other  angling  disappointments  than  I  can  recall  ? 

Although,  as  my  name  might  suggest,  I  have  my  full 
share  of  the  Donnybrook  spirit,  I  have  long  since 
determined  that  in  discussing  angling  questions  in  this  or 
any  other  paper  I  will  not  willirgly  give  offence  to  any- 
one, nor  be  over  anxious  to  take  offence  at  the  expressed 
opinions  of  those  who  may  differ  from  me. — Yours  faith- 
fully, _____         J.  McDermott. 

CONCERNING  MISTAKES. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  very  sorry  that  my  letter  of  Nov.  24 
came  under  the_  eye  of  a  "  White  -  Headed  Novice," 
because  he  is  trying  to  put  a  very  serious  complexion  on 
wfcat  I  intended  as  a  joke  with  "  Senex."  "  Very 
drunk  "  or  "  D.  T.'s  "  never  entered  my  thoughts.  If  I 
have  hurt  the  feelings  of  "  Senex  "  I  am  very  sorry,  but  I 
hope  he  did  not  read  it  in  the  same  light  as  a  "  White- 
Headed  Novice." 

I  must  say  that  I  am  quite  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  established  beyond  a  doubt  that  eels  do  travel  and 
feed  on  land. — Yours  truly,  H.  S. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  H.  0.— Simply  cut  off  the  crust  of  a  loaf.  Then 
cut  it  into  cubes  or  pieces  as  large  or  as  small  as  yon  think 
fit.  Lay  them  in  a  damp  cloth,  when  they  are  fit  for  use. 
There  is  no  skill  required.  The  practice  is  of  ancient  date 
— ever  since  bread  was  made.  The  only  difficulty  is  to 
keep  it  on  your  hook,  as,  when  striking  at  the  end  of  your 
swim,  it  is  apt  to  come  off,  when,  of  course,  you  must  put 
on  another  "  crust." 

H.  Bennett.— Yes  ;  the  "  Wagtail "  pike  bait  will  kill 
anywhere. 

A.  M. — We  fear  we  cannot  tell  you  of  any  plates.  You 
know  those  published  in  The  Angler  a  few  years  ago. — 
Ed. 


To  Fly  Dkbssbrs,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices ;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  Q.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
pest  free,  by  sending  2a.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Mirston  and  Oo., 
St.  Dunstan's  Honse,  Fetter-lane.  London. 
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as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 
Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
communications 
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iNGLING    AND    CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  22nd,  1900. 

Occasional  Notes. 


BY  THB  EDITOR. 

Once  more  the  arrival  of  our  Christmais  Num- 
ber gives  me  the  opportunity  of  most  heartily 
wishing  all  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and,  indeed,  all  connected  with  it,  a  Very  Merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Tear,  with  plenty 
of  fishing  and  good  sport. 

All  being  well,  I  hope  during  the  coming  year 
to  increase  the  interest  and  utility  of  the  Gazette 
in  various  ways,  and  shall  always  be  v§ry  glad  to 
have  suggestions  for  its  improvement  from  any  of 
my  readers. 

Again  I  thank  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  who 
suggested  it,  and  all  the  subscribers  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  "Tobacco  Fund  for  our  "Wounded 
Soldiers."  The  money  received  by  me  has  all 
been  acknowledged  in  the  F.  G.,  and  of  its 
expenditure  I  have  given  an  account  on  another 
page.  It  has  been  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to 
be  able  to  show  some  thousands  of  our  splendid 
soldiers  this  mark  of  appreciation  from  anglers. 


May  the  war  soon  be  over,  and  our  men  return 
to  their  homes.  If  practice  in  "  catching  "  goes 
for  anything,  they  should  all  be  splendid  anglers. 
Though  De  Wet  has  hitherto  escaped  their  nets 
or  broken  through  their  lines — still,  "  a  time  will 
come."   

Reported  Sale  of  Walton's  Fishjng  Bag  ! 

Who  was  the  lucky  purchaser  P  A  rather  extra- 
ordinary thing  happened  last  Monday.  Among 
my  morning  letters  was  one  from  Mr.  James 
Temple,  the  artist,  asking  me  if  Izaak  Walton 
used  a  reel,  and  Mr.  Temple  added  :  "  And  what 
sort  of  a  creel  or  bag  would  he  use  do  you  think  "  ? 

I  had  made  sure  of  giving  Mr.  Temple  the 
information  by  writing  a  post-card  to  myself  at 
home  to  remind  me,  and  then  went  on  opening 
my  letters. 

Imagine  my  amazement  when  the  very  next 
letter  I  opened  described  how  an  antique  leather 
fishing  bag  which  had  belonged  to  Walton  was 
sold  the  other  day  in  Westminster !  Here  is  a 
copy  of  my  correspondent's  letter  (se  non  e  vero,  e 
ben  trovato) : 

Unique  Walton  Relic. 

Dear  Sir, — I  happened  to-day  to  enter  a  curiosity  shop 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Westminster  to  purchase  a  book. 
In  the  shop  I  learned  a  startling  piece  of  intelligenoe.  A 
day  or  two  ago  they  had  sold  to  a  gentleman  an  antique 
leather  fishing  bag.  This  in  itself  was  interesting,  but 
more  remained  behind.  On  the  bag  was  an  inscription 
bearing  the  name  of  Izaak  Walton.  So  far  as  I  could  gather 
the  inscription  stated  that  the  fishing  bag  was  presented 
by  Izaak  Walton  to  T.  Henderson,  and  the  date  (of  which 
they  were  not  quite  sure)  was  1646.  They  said  that  they 
had  had  the  bag  in  the  shop  for  about  three  weeks.  Just 
imagine  it !  A  bag  once  belonging  to  Ik.  Wa.  all  unsought 
and  unsold  for  three  long  weeks  !  Can  this  be  the  real 
identical  wallet  ?  I  am  writing  this  letter  in  the  hope 
that  it  may  come  under  the  eye  of  the  fortunate  purchaser, 
and  that  he  mav  be  induced  to  give  myself  and  the  other 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  particulars  as  to  the 
natui-e  and  reality  of  his  find.  If  it  is  real  we  can  hardly 
congratulate  him  too  warmly. — Yours  sincerely, 

Deo.  15.  H.  T.  Sheringham. 

Where  is  he,  that  lucky  purchaser  ?  Of  course 
I  have  begged  Mr.  Sheringham  to  follow  up  the 
scent — if  there  is  any  "  fish-like  smell  "  about  that 
bag  it  must  indeed  be  "  ancient."  I  shall  have  no 
rest  until  I  have  given  the  readers  of  the  F.  G.  an 
illustration  of  this  unique  relic. 


Sir  Wm.  H.  RusseU,  perhaps  better  known  as 
Dr.  W.  H.  Russell,  the  celebrated  Crimean  war 
correspondent,  sends  me  the  following  with 
reference  to  a  recent  note  in  this  column : 

Dear  Mr,  Maeston, — I  was  galvanised  by  the  idea  of 
breediuB  flies  which  I  saw  hatched  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ! 
Beautiful !  The  inventor  richly  deserves  a  statue.  I  am 
sorry  I  came  into  the  world  so  long  ago  that  I  shall  never 
live  to  use  my  own  bred  flies  to  feed  fish  or  dape  with.  I 
used  to  take  31b.  and  4lb.  chub  in  a  backwater  at  Lord 
Boston's  long  ago.  Did  you  ever  go  after  carp  ?  They 
are  real,  strong  fellows,  and  shy  as  chamois.  Marochetti 
told  me  that  the  carp  in  the  Seine  give  splendid  sport,  and 
run  up  to  101b.  and  more  ;  and  he  was  a  very  keen  angler, 
and  fished  the  Loddon,  at  Strathfieldsaye,  for  jack  very 
successfully. — Yturs  very  truly,  W.  H.  Russell. 

Sir  William  is  right  about  the  carp.  Where 
much  fished  for  they  are  almost  impossible  to 
catch  in  some  waters.  In  another  letter  Sir 
William  says :  "  I  once  had  a  glorious  capture  at 
Thun  of  grayling  up  to  nearly  41b."  I  hope  Sir 
William  will  tell  us  about  it  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 


One  hardly  expects  to  find  a  fish  story  in  the 
Athenxum,  but  in  last  week's  number  I  came 
across  the  story  of  the  pike  which  was  so  big  that 
there  was  only  one  place  in  the  river  where  he 
could  turn.  It  occurs  in  an  appreciative  notice 
of  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  and  John  Bickerdyke's  volume 
on  "  The  Pike  and  Perch." 


"  Thirty  years  after  Walton's  inimitable  book 
was  published,"  says  the  Athenseum,  "  Ro.  Nobbes, 
who  may  be  called  the  father  of  pike  fishers, 
put  forth  his  treatise  on  pike  fishing.  Others 
have  followed  him  —  Whitney,  Howlett,  and 
Cholmondeley-Pennell."  Nobbes  we  know,  and 
Pennell,  but  why  Whitney  and  Howlett  more 
than  scores  of  others  who  have  referred  to  pike 
fishing  specially  or  generally?  Salter,  Francis 
Francis,  and  Jardine  have  no  superiors  in  the 
pike  angler's  library,  and  I  doubt  if  many  books 
have  taught  more  anglers  to  become  pike  fishers 


than  "  Otter's "  "  Complete  Guide  to  Spinning 
and  Trolling  "  ("  Otter  "  being  the  nom  de  plumv 
of  Capt.  H.  J.  Alfred,  the  well-known  fishing 
tackle  maker  of  Moorgate-street). 

By  the  way,  the  Athenseum,  reviewer  says  that 
Walton  "vouches"  for  the  legend  of  the  pike 
"  taken  in  Switzerland  in  the  year  1449  with  a 
ring  about  his  neck  showing  him  to  be  above  200 
years  old."  But  this  is  not  correct,  and  is  unfair 
to  Walton.    Here  is  what  Walton  said : 

"  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  in  his  history  of  life  and  death, 
observes  the  pike  to  be  the  longest-lived  of  any  ireth  water 
fish,  and  yet  he  computes  it  to  be  not  usually  above  forty 
years,  and  others  think  it  to  be  not  above  ten  years  ;  and 
yet  Qesner  mentions  a  pike  taken  in  Swedeland  in  the  year 
1449  with  a  ring  about  its  neck  declaring  he  was  cut  into 
that  pond  by  Frederick  the  Second,  more  than  2U0  years 
before  he  was  last  taken,  as  by  the  inscription  on  that 
ring,  being  Greek,  was  interpreted  by  the  then  Bishop  of 
Worms." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Walton  merely  ([uotes 
Gesner  as  mentioning  this  fine  old  fish  story ;  he 
does  not  in  the  least "  vouch  "  for  it. 

Other  writers,  who  perhaps  quote  from  memory, 
have  attributed  to  Walton  a  belief  in  this  and 
other  fables,  the  fact  being  that  he  merely  quotes 
the  statement  of  other  writers  which  by  care- 
lessness have  been  fathered  upon  him. 


Referring  to  the  paternoster  tackle,  the 
Athenseum  reviewer  says :  "  Anglers  must  often 
have  meditated  on  the  meaning  of  their  pater- 
nosters. John  Bickerdyke  has  probably  hit  upon 
it  when  he  says,  '  Pike  fishers  were  recommended 
to  place  a  piece  of  lead  at  the  end  of  their  line 
and  above  it  some  half-dozen  hooks  on  short 
links — an  angler's  rosary.'  " 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  I  think,  that  the 
"  paternoster  "  got  its  name  from  the  fact  that 
bone  beads  were  formerly  (and  are  often  still) 
used  in  making  up  the  tackle ;  the  beads  have  a 
hole  drilled  through  them,  through  which  the  line 
passes,  and  a  groove  round  them  in  which  the 
bristle  or  gut  hook  link  is  fastened. 


Walton's  Books. 
Mr.  Andrew  Lang,  in  the  Athenseum  of  Dec.  15, 
says : 

"  The  librarian  of  Wioohester  Cathedral  points  out  to 
me  that,  in  consequence  of  a  statement  in  the  article  on 
Izaak  Walton,  partly  written  by  myself,  in  the  '  Dictionary 
of  National  Biography,'  people  ask  him  about  books  of 
Walton's  said  by  me  to  be  in  the  library.  I  am  unable  at 
present  to  discover  the  source  of  my  remark,  and  leain 
that  the  Winchester  Cathedral  Library  is  not  known  to 
contain  any  such  books. 

"  I  shall  try  to  discover  the  origin  of  my  statement,  and 
in  the  meantime  trust  that  the  curious  will  rest  satisfied 
with  the  fact  that  it  is  erroneous.  "  A.  Lano." 

Mr.  Lang  doubtless  meant  to  refer  to  Salis- 
bury not  Winchester  Cathedral  Library.  Walton's 
son,  Izaak,  was  a  canon  of  Salisbury  Cathedral. 
He  died  in  1719,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral, 
which  contains  a  memorial  tablet  of  him.  Sir 
Harris  Nicolas  says :  "  It  appears,  from  Canon 
Walton's  will  that  he  was  a  liberal  benefactor  to 
the  library  of  Salisbury  Cathedral,  which  may 
account  for  its  containing  several  books  with  the 
autograph  of  his  father."  Sir  Harris  gives  a  list 
of  twenty  books  in  the  Cathedral  Library, 
Salisbury,  formerly  belonging  to  Izaak  Walton, 
containing  his  autograph  and  notes,  evidently 
part  of  the  reference  library  used  by  him  when 
writing  his  "  Lives,"  &c.  See  the  splendid  edition 
of  Walton  and  Cotton's  "  Compleat  Angler," 
edited  by  Sir  Harris  Nicolas.  Dr.  Bethune 
reprinted  the  list  in  his  edition  of  the  work. 


Here  are  a  few  "  items  "  from  the  book  sale  at 
Sotheby's  on  Dec.  15,  sent  me  by  Mr.  W.  Roberts  : 

Barker's  "  Delight,"  second  edition,  1659,  sold 
for  £8  10s. 

Bowlker's  "  Angling,"  first  edition,  £3  3s. 

A  copy  of  the  1760  edition  of  "  The  Complete 
Angler,"  edited  by  Hawkins,  13s. 

One  of  the  1823  edition  (Major's  first),  £1  lis. 

Zouch's  "  Life  of  Walton,"  bound  up  with  a 
copy  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Walton 
and  Cotton  Club,  1840,  £6  17s.  6d. 


A  new  edition  of  Walton's  "  Compleat  Angler," 
with  an  introduction  and  edited  by  Mr.  J.  Potter 
Briscoe,  City  Librarian,  Nottingham,  will  be 
published  shortly  by  Messrs.  Gay  and  Bird.  It 
is  to  have  modern  spelling. 
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Miss  Lily  H.  Montagn.  daughter  of  Sir  Samuel 
Montagu,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  a  well- 
known  angler,  has  written  a  story  of  the  life  of  a 
girl  reared  in  the  narrow  Ghetto  of  a  Jewish 
quarter  of  West  London.  She  breaks  away  from 
Its  restrictions,  but  after  a  series  of  experiences 
comes  back  to  the  old  religious  observances  with 
a  stronger  faith.  The  book  gives  a  picture,  drawn 
from  actual  observation,  of  the  lives  of  working 
^rls.  Mr  Fisher  Unwin  will  publish  it  under 
the  title  "  Naomi's  Exodus." 


Old  anb  Raee  Books. 
^^essrs.  Pickering  and  Ohatto,  66,  Haymarket, 
S.W.  have  sent  me  the  most  attractive  catalogue 
of  old  books  I  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  It  is 
illustrated  with  blocks  from  some  of  the  books, 
and  contains  particulars  of  over  two  hundred 
angling  books,  some  of  them  very  rare. 

 R.  B.  Mabston 

"AN  OLD  MAN'S  HOLIDAYS." 

The  "  Amateur  Angler  "  wishes  to  say  that  the 
large  paper  edition  priced  at  Six  Shillings  is  now 
entirely  exhausted  ;  of  the  cheaper  edition  at  Two 
Shtlhngs  only  a  few  copies  remain  on  hand,  and 
as  the  type  has  been  broken  up  this  too  may  be 
said  to  be  out  of  print.    As  in  aU  human  proba- 
bility this  IS  the  last  book  the  "  A.  A."  is  likely 
to  write,  seeing  that  the  time  cannot  be  far 
distant  when  he,  too,  will,  as  the  printers  say,  be 
I'l-    1  ■'"     ^^^^^^  °ow  to  express  bis  most  cordial 
thanks  for  the  universal  kindness  with  which  this 
and  all  his  previous  books  have  been  received 
not  only  by  the  whole  circle  of  the  Press,  but  by 
many  friends  known  and  unknown,  whose  genial 
and  kindly  letters  fill  a  large  portfolio.  This 
kindness  is  and  has  always  been  a  source  of 
pleasant  surprise  to  him,  for  he  is  quite  aware 
that  the  success  which  has  always  attended  his 
small   efEorts  is  not  due  to  literary  skill  or 
practical  information  ;  the  fact,  however,  that 
owing  to  this  kindly  reception  a  modest  success 
has  been  achieved  is  only  another  proof  that  "  the 
race  is  not  always  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to 
the  strong."    Perhaps  the  real  secret  cause  of 
this  appreciation  is  that  his  books  neither  preach 
nor  teach  ;  it  would  indeed  be  the  height  of  pre- 
sumption on  the  part  of  a  mere  amateur  to 
dogmatically  lay  down  the  law  for  anglers  who  in 
most  cases  know  ten  times  more  about  angling 
than  he  does.    His  only  ambition  has  been  to 
record  in   simple  language  his  own  pleasant 
expenences  during  the  few  brief  holidays  which 
he  has  been  able  to  rescue  from  a  long  and 
laborious  life.    Judged  by  the  many  cordial 
reviews  and  by  the  abundance  of  private  corre- 
spondence, the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  cannot  but  feel 
and  be  proud  of  the  feeling,  that  his  books  have 
afforded  at  least  a  passing  pleasure  to  a  large 
number  of  known  and  unknown  friends,  and  that 
alone  must  always  be  to  him  an  abundant  reward. 
Writing  now  on  a  dull  and  gloomy  December 
day,  he  very  heartily  wishes  for  them  all  a  season 
of  bright  and  happy  times  round  the  Yule  log 
during  the  last  days  of  the  last  year  of  that  grim 
and  dying  old  tyrant,  the  Nineteenth  Centu/ry 
Let  them  iudulge  in    bright  anticipations  of 
future  angling  and  other  pleasures  to  be  realised 
and  prolonged  far  away  and  through  the  youth 
and  manhood  of  the  Twentieth  Centwry. 


RAINBOW  TEOUT. 

Looking  backward,  I  now  think  there  was  a 
time  when  I  was  prejudiced  against  the  rain- 
bow trout  as  a  fish  for  Atlantic  coast  waters. 
At  the  time  I  did  not  think  I  was,  and  I  tried  to 
be  fair  even  in  my  condemnation  of  the  fish ;  but 
I  planted  them  and  they  disappeared,  and  friends 
planted  them  and  they  disappeared,  and  it  was 
generally  supposed  that  they  found  their  way  to 
the  sea,  where  they  could  but  never  returned.  We 
have  learned  more  about  them  since,  and  they  do 
not  all  disappear  when  planted  in  waters  that  are 
suitable  for  them,  and  they  do  not  always  go  to 
sea,  but  do  go  down  from  brooks  into  a  lake,  and 
they  do  remain  in  such  a  lake  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent.  Never  did  I  object  to  the  fish  for  any 
reason  except  its  disappearing  qualities  when  it 
was  planted  in  trout  streams.  At  first  it  was  a 
more  difficult  fish  to  handle  in  the  hatcheries  than 
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the  native  brook  trout,  and  being  a  spring  spawn- 
ing trout  it  required  a  closed  season  of  its  own, 
thus  complicating  the  fish  and  game  law,  and  it 
was  thought  to  be  a  soft-fleshed  fish ;  but  time 
and  experience  has  changed  or  modified  the 
earlier  opinion  of  the  rainbow  in  many  respects. 
This  fish  has  been  taken  up,  as  it  were,  in  Europe^ 
and  newspapers  in  Great  Britain  have  much  to 
say  about  it.  This  is  an  extract  from  a  late  issue 
of  Land  and  Water,  found  in  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Charles  Walker  :  "  Some  yeai-s  ago,  when  the 
controversy  about  the  rainbow  trout  was  some- 
what violent,  I  pointed  out  that  the  rainbow  had 
up  to  that  time  never  done  well  in  cold  waters, 
but  that  it  had  generally  been  a  success  when 
introduced  into  warm  watera.  In  the  face  of  this 
it  IS  evidently  unfair  to  consider  reports  of  the 
failure  of  the  rainbow  in  cold  waters  as  being  a 
proof  that  it  is  not  likely  to  succeed  in  any  of  the 
lakes  and  ponds  in  the  British  Isles.  That  it 
should  escape  from  or  gradually  die  out  in  waters 
in  Scotland  and  the  North  of  ilngland,  which  are 
frozen  over  every  year  for  some  time  only  con- 
firms  the  conclusion  derived  from  previous 
experiments  in  other  countries,  and  it  is  therefore 
most  important  that  reports  from  such  places 
should  be  considered  in  the  proper  light. 

"  Though  in  the  south  of  England  we  find  many 
artificial  lakes  and  ponds  which  are  rarely,  if  ever, 
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November  to  May,  and  it  is  in  such  waters  that 
the  rainbow  thrives.  Last  week  in  talking  with 
the  foreman  of  an  Adirondack  hatchery  about 
the  species  of  trout  that  did  the  best  in  the  ponds 
and  lakes  near  the  hatchery,  it  was  found  that  the 
native  brook  trout  and  the  rainbow  were  the  best, 
and  the  State  ordered  brown  trout  stock  fish 
disposed  of,  and  the  operations  of  the  hatchery 
confined  to  lake  trout,  native  brook  trout,  and 
rainbow  trout  as  the  best  fish  for  the  ice-bound 
waters  of  that  region. — A.  N.  Cheney  in  Forest 
cmd  Streami. 


SCENES  AND  SEASONS. 

"  How  often  have  we  caught  those  fish  over  again 
in  our  dreams,  and  that  pond  has  mingled  with 
the  many,  many  lovely  scenes  into  which  our  rod 
has  led  us."  So  wrote  the  gifted  angler-author 
Greville  Fennell  in  Chapter  I.  of  his  "  Book  of  the 
Roach,"  and  in  his  "  Rail  and  the  Rod  "  may  also 
be  found  many  charming  proofs  that  the  most 
practical  of  anglers,  as  he  certainly  was,  was  also 
an  ardent  lover  of  country  scenes  in  all  seasons. 

My  own  obligations  to  him  are  equally  deep, 
both  for  reliable  information  as  to  how  and 
where  to  capture  fish,  and  for  quickening  and 
enlarging  my  sense  of  enjoyment  of  my  surround- 
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frozen  over  for  more  than  a  few  days  at  a  time, 
and  that  many  years  often  go  without  their  being 
frozen  over  at  all,  still  it  is  by  no  means  certain 
that  these  lakes  and  ponds  are  really  warm  enough 
for  the  rainbow  trout-  ...  Of  course,  the 
mountain  lakes  are  out  of  the  question  as  a  rule, 
for  they  are  cold  and  bare  of  food." 

If  this  question  of  temperature  of  water  has 
been  urged  against  the  rainbow  in  the  English 
papers  it  made  no  impression  upon  me,  and  I 
bave  supposed  that  I  had  read  about  everything 
that  had  been  said  for  and  against  the  rainbow 
at  the  time  of  the  "  violent  controversy  "  referred 
to.  One  might  get  the  impression  from  Mr. 
Walker's  letter  that  the  rainbow  would  thrive  only 
in  warm  water,  whatever  warm  water  may  mean, 
for  no  degrees  of  temperature  are  given,  but  in  this 
country  the  rainbow  requires  water  of  about  the 
same  temperature  as  the  native  brook  trout  and 
the  brown  trout,  though  it  will  live  in  the  water 
of  a  slightly  higher  temperature  than  that  fatal 
to  Fontinalis,  but  there  is  no  hard  and  fast  rule 
about  this  even,  for  other  conditions  than  mere 
temperature  have  to  be  considered.  In  the  State 
of  New  York  the  rainbow  thrives  as  well  in  waters 
that  are  thickly  covered  with  ice  for  more  days 
in  the  year  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  State, 
as  it  does  in  waters  that  are  not  covered  with  ice. 
In  the  Adirondacks  ice  forms  to  a  thickness  of 
20in.,  and  the  waters  are  covered  with  ice  from 


ings  in  whatever  part  of  the  country  the  pursuit 
of  the  sport  may  lead  me. 

Of  late  years  photography  and  its  various  illus- 
trative processes  have  multiplied  the  pleasures  of 
the  contemplative  man,  who,  when  tied  to  business 
in  town,  may  now  in  odd  spare  moments  assist  his 
mind's  eye  in  recalling  many  scenes  and  associa- 
tions of  pleasant  days  by  the  waterside. 

The  accompanying  illustrations  represent  two 
well-known  and  favourite  resorts  of  London 
anglers. 

The  first  is  the  Cliff  eddy  at  Amberley,  beloved 
by  earnest  seekers  after  21b.  roach,  or  in  other 
words,  by  a  good  half  of  London's  Waltonian 
army — who,  while  waiting  for  suitable  tides  to 
bring  them  sport,  may  feast  their  eyes  on  an 
unsurpassed  panorama  of  river,  marshland,  the 
swelling  many-hued  heights  of  the  South  Downs, 
and  the  woodland  glories  of  Arundel  Park;  or 
turn  to  the  bushes  under  the  cliff,  and  in  due 
season  provide  for  themselves  and  friends  a  feast 
of  blackberries  as  fine  as  any  that  Sussex  pro- 
duces. 

Just  at  the  back  of  the  angler  fishing  this  famous 
swim  is  the  gate  giving  access  to  a  track  through 
the  park  which  finally  leads  to  the  pictureque 
hostelry  the  Black  Rabbit,  near  Arundel  Castle. 
The  views  there  and  on  the  way  are  magnificent ; 
but  to  thoroughly  enjoy  them  one  ^oidd  be 
as  Bound  in  wind  and  limb  as  a  O.I.V.,  for 
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the  road  runs  up  a  long  steep  hill  nearly  the 
whole  way. 

The  other  picture  represents  a  scene  on  the 
Colne,  in  Hertfordshire,  a  good  seventy  miles 
distant  from  the  Sussex  resort. 

For  all  its  wintry  aspect,  there  are  many  anglers 
to  wbom  it  may  bring  the  warmest  recollections 
of  an  army  of  good  anglers  of  past  times,  who 
have  tried  unavailingly  to  capture  the  ponderous 
patriarchal  carp  that  from  time  immemorial 
until  now  have  haunted  this  sheltered  corner  of 
the  river,  which  has,  however,  yielded  up  some  of 
the  finest  roach,  chub,  bream,  and  jack  that  have 
ever  left  the  Colne  for  a,  glass  case. 


But  as  if  to  add  zest  to  these  good  days,  they 
are  not  over  frequent,  and  the  angler's  only  solace 
often  enough  is  found  in  the  seclusion  and  beauty 
of  his  surroundings,  and  in  the  water  procession 
of  carp  and  bream,  who  seem  to  know  as  much 
about  the  angler's'  baits  and  tackle  as  he  does 
himself.  Nevertheless,  he  is  confident,  and  happy 
in  his  confidence,  that  he  will  get  one  of  them 
some  day ! 

It  has  frequently  been  my  good  fortune  to  find 
the  places  I  have  selected  for  angling  much 
favoured  by  artists  for  the  scenery.  Well,  what- 
ever is  good  enough  for  the  gentle  knights  of  the 
brush  will  suit  me ;  and  artists,  even  when  they 
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The  chub  have  usually  been  taken' just  opposite 
to  where  the  angler  in  the  picture  is  standing ;  but, 
although  it  was  apparently  an  admirable  ohubbing 
day,  the  angler  on  that  occasion  was  not  trying  for 
chub,  or  he  would  have  stood  much  farther  back 
in  the  meadow,  being  mindful  of  the  habits  of  the 
"  fearfullest  of  fishes." 

Under  the  fir  tree  nearest  to  the  bridge  is  the 
choice  swim  for  roach,  from  which,  when  the  fish 
are  in  a  feeding  humour,  it  is  little  credit  to  the 
angler  to  retain  the  pounders,  because  mnch 
htsaviBT  Ma.  at*  likely  tb  grace  his  basket, 


are  not  also  anglers,  are  very  near  akin  to  anglers 
in  temperament. 

At  Watersfield,  on  the  Arun,  one  bright  Sep- 
tember morning  in  '99,  my  attention  was  drawn 
from  the  fishing  to  a  gentleman  quite  near  me 
who  was  taking  great  pains  to  adjust  a  very 
large  board  on  his  easel,  preparatory  to  resuming 
work  on  a  water-colour  landscape  he  was  painting. 
He  explained  to  me  that  the  weather  had  been  too 
wet  for  some  days  for  him  to  venture  out  to  work, 
but  congratulated  himself  that  a  spell  trf  dry  sunny 
honrB  apt^eared  then  to  be  cfertain.   I  told  him, 


however,  that  from  the  sharp  distinctness  of  the 
Amberley  hills,  and  judging  from  previous 
experience  of  the  district,  rain  might  be  expected 
within  an  hour  or  two.  When  in  less  than  an  hour 
the  artist  had  retired  with  his  easel  and  canvas, 
and  I  had  to  weather  one  of  the  heaviest  rain 
and  thunderstorms  I  had  ever  experienced,  I  was 
quite  pleased  that  my  essay  in  the  role  of  Old 
jMoore  had  been  the  means  of  saving  the  artistic 
work  of  weeks  from  damage. 

Any  angler  who  has  visited  Barcombe  Mills,  on 
the  Sussex  Ouse,  will  remember  the  first  meadow 
beyond  the  mill-head,  on  the  way  towards  Isfield, 
by  what  was  once  the  navigation  towing-path.  I 
was  taken  this  way  by  that  typical  stalwart 
Saxon,  Keeper  Rook,  of  the  Ouse  Preservation 
Society,  on  my  first  visit  to  the  water  (as  a  pre- 
served water)  in  1887. 

Although  very  anxious  to  commence  fishing,  I 
was  compelled  to  stop,  and,  as  it  were,  drink  in 
every  detail  of  the  scene — the  broad,  deep  pool, 
fringed  with  lilies,  and  overhung  on  the  opposite 
side  by  grand  old  trees,  chief  amongst  which  was 
the  largest  black  poplar  I  have  ever  seen.  I  often 
think  of  that  spot  now,  and  my  recollection  of  it 
was  aided  and  rendered  even  more  pleasant  by  the 
sight  of  a  fine  water  colour  of  the  very  scene, 
which,  curiously  enough,  I  noticed  in  Leggatt's 
window,  Oheapside,  a  few  days  after  the  angling 
jaunt  I  have  referred  to.  Although  I  stood  on 
the  opposite  pavement,  there  was  something  in 
the  painting  of  the  black  poplar  that  seemed 
faniiliar,  and,  on  crossing  to  examine  it,  there  in 
all  its  beauty  was  the  quiet  Bai combe  Mill  pool, 
transferred  to  bustling,  noisy  Oheapside. 

Since  that  time  I  have  regarded  the  artist 
Hann  as  a  friend,  although  I  never  have  met  him, 
and  never  may.  J.  McDeemott. 


FISHING  OFF  THE  ISLE  OF 
THANET. 

It  must  be  hard  to  name  a  place  where  better 
all-round  sport  can  be  obtained  than  off  the 
Kentish  coast,  that  is,  for  coarse  rod  and  line 
fishing.  The  list  of  edible  fish  likely  to  be  caught 
include  cod,  plaice,  whiting,  pout,  dabs,  congers, 
flounders,  bass,  pollack,  mullet,  eels,  &c.  The 
baits  with  which  to  lure  them  are  numerous  and 
varied ;  perhaps  the  most  generally  used  are  lug, 
rock,  and  rag  worms,  hermit  -  crabs,  sprat, 
mackerel,  shrimps,  soft  orab,  &c ,  all  of  which  can 
be  procured  with  the  expenditure  of  a  few  pence. 
Tackle :  Each  angler  usually  has  a  liking  for  a 
certain  "  make-up  "  of  his  own ;  personally,  I  have 
a  penchant  for  one  of  Messrs.  Carter's  gimp 
paternosters,  a  lead  heavy  enough  to  suit  the 
tide,  and  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  stoutish  water 
cord. 

Am  I  ever  likely  to  forget  the  fishing  trips  I 

made  from  Ramsgate  with  Jack  H         and  his 

"  mate "  some  two  years  ago  P  We  would  row 
out  of  the  harbour  in  H.'s  commodious  wherry, 
but  once  outside  "  up  lug  sail "  and  away  we 
"dropped"  down  to  the  "eastward  "of  "up  in 
the  bay  "  just  as  wind  and  tide  permitted.  Half 
an  hour  and  we  were  there,  anchor  down  and 
lines  baited  up  with  lugs  or  farmers  (hermit 
crabs)  or  both,  and  then  the  fun  would  commence. 
"  You've  got  him,  sir.  Hold  him  till  I  sticks  the 
gaff  into  him.  There  you  are,  sir;  a  nice  little 
cod.  Dry  work,  sir."  The  last  remark  is  a  stock 
saying  with  the  Kent  boatmen,  whether  they  be 
thirsty  or  not ;  but  still,  they  are  nearly  always 
thirsty,  so  it  does  not  matter. 

Sport  would  generally  hold  good  until  we  had 
accounted  for  some  nine  or  ten  score  of  fish, 
made  up  of,  perhaps,  two  score  cod,  four  or  five 
score  whiting,  and  a  couple  of  score  of  flounders, 
pouting,  (Sc.  Then  came  the  run  home,  the 
landing  with  a  nice  string  of  beauties,  and  usually 
— well,  some  more  wet  work,  only  internal,  not 
external  this  time. 

Since  those  days  I  have  had  varied  sport, 
including  fishing  off  the  Australian  coast,  river 
fishing  in  Queensland,  and  shark  catching  in  the 
Red  Sea ;  but  I  always  look  back  with  pleasant 
memories  to  the  autumn  of  '98,  spent  mostly 
fishing  off  Thanet. 

Minus  the  cod,  the  fishing  has  been  excellent 
this  year,  and  there  is  still  time  yet  for  codling 
to  delight  the  hearts  of  Kent  anglers  and  fisher- 
men, WA,LLABy. 
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THE  POACHER'S  CHRISTMAS  BAG 

The  Squire  lowered  his  binoculars  from  his 
eyes  and  fairly  gasped  like  a  grassed  trout.  He 
even  forgot  to  swear.  The  situation  was  beyond 
the  efficacy  of  an  oath  to  let  free  the  safety  valve. 
If  he  could  straightway  have  pumped  four  or 
five  barrels  of  No.  6  shot  into  the  dastardly 
offender,  and  immediately  afterwards  have  had 
him  hanged  and  quartered,  it  would  have  afforded 
him  sweet  relief.  But  there  were  a  few  trifling 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  adopting  such  a  remedy. 
As  it  was,  in  the  intensity  of  his  rage,  he  dashed 
his  six-guinea  binoculars  to  smithereens  on  the 
stones  at  his  feet,  after  which  he  found  himself  so 
far  recovered  from  his  shock  to  be  able  to  swear 
in  a  healthy  and  copious  manner. 

Troubles  never  come  single-handed.  It  seems 
rather  to  be  Fate's  little  joke  to  occasionally 
knock  out  the  bottom  of  the  tribulation  tub  and 
sweep  us  to  despondency  on  a  spate  of  calamities. 
Only  a  few  days  previously  the  Squire  had 
smashed  the  favourite  top  of  his  favourite  fly 
rod ;  next  day  his  best  hunter  had  staked  herself. 
Then,  in  quick  succession,  he  had  himself 
accidentally  shot  his  old  setter  bitch,  and  the 
under-keeper,  a  special  protege  of  his,  had,  with- 
out giving  notice,  gone,  and  left  no  address— and 
a  thirty-guinea  gun,  which  had  been  handed  to 
him  to  clean,  had  gone  with  him.  "Worse  than 
all  else,  the  Squire's  well-beloved  wife,  the  light  of 
his  life,  lay  seriously  ill  at  the  Hall.  And  it  was 
Chi'istmas. 

When  adversity  meets  Human  Nature, 
Human  Natm-e  usually  wants  to  kick  somebody 
for  it.  The  Squire  wanted  to  kick  somebody 
badly,  and  lack— or  ill-luck— had  thr-own  the 
poacher  in  his  way— a  poacher,  too,  of  the  most 
impudent  kind,  upon  whom  he  could  worthily 
empty  all  the  vials  of  his  ill-humour.  About 
200  yards  down-stream,  and  from  the  opposite 
bank,  a  man  was  coolly  fishing  without  leave  his 
(the  Squire's)  pet,  particular  grayling  stream. 
Moreover,  that  man  was  a  rascally  scamp,  who 
had  previously  been  convicted  of  night-lining,  who 
bore  the  general  character  of  a  poaching  ne'er-do- 
weel,  and  whom  the  Squire  had  evicted  from  a 
cottage  on  his  estate  a  tew  weeks  before.  He  was 
the  very  last  man  to  whom  he  would  have 
dreamed  of  giving  permission.  All  this  the 
Squire's  field  glasses  had  told  him.  But  they  had 
told  him  more— and  worse.  The  wretch  was 
actually  pulling  out  grayling  with  a  nasty,  dirty 
worm — and  this  on  a  length  where  nothing  but 
dry  fly  was  allowed  under  any  circumstances  !  It 
was  worse  than  poaching — it  was  sacrilege !  It 
was  profaning  the  Temple  of  the  Sacred  Dry  and 
Mighty,  of  which  cult  the  Sqaire  was  a  zealous 
disciple  of  the  most  bigoted  kind. 

Boiling  with  rage,  the  Squire  broke  from  cover 
and  splashed  into  the  river  to  ford  it.  The 
poacher  spied  him,  and  picking  up  his  fish— the 
martyred  grayling— fled,  in  the  comfortable 
assurance  that  nobody  could  possibly  have  identi- 
fied him  at  such  a  distance  in  the  waning  light  of 
a  Christmas  Eve ;  nor  could  his  tracks  in  the 
snow  be  picked  out  when  once  he  had  gained  the 
high  road.  The  Squire  followed  more  leisurely, 
for  he  knew  where  the  poacher's  kennel  was— in 
a  tumble-down  cottage  about  a  mile  away,  on  the 
edge  of  the  village.  There,  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
later,  he  arrived,  and  the  freshly-made  tracks 
told  him  that  he  had  run  his  quarry  to  earth. 
The  snow  that  showed  him  these  tracks  also 
muffled  his  own  footsteps,  so  that  he  reached  the 
door  of  the  hovel  without  betraying  his  presence 
to  those  inside.  The  twilight  had  deepened  into 
gloom,  and  ruddy  shafts  of  flickering  firelight 
from  within  pierced  the  gaping  cracks  in  the 
battered  old  door,  and  danced  through  the  dusty 
panes  that  stiU  remained  in  the  rag-stuffed 
window.  The  Squire  paused  for  a  moment  on  the 
threshold,  peering  for  the  door  latch,  when  the 
gruff  voice  of  the  poacher  reached  him. 

"  Now,  there's  a  bit  o'  dainty  for  yer  Christmas 
dinner !  As  fine  a  brace  o'  grayling  as  ever  ye 
clapped  eyes  on,"  he  exclaimed,  triumphantly. 

At  this  the  Squire's  wrath  flared  with  renewed 
energy. 

"The  d  d  scoundrel!    I'll  give  him  sauce 

—hot  and  strong  sauce  to  his  Christmas  dinner," 
he  muttered,  as  his  hand  jerked  itself  towards  the 
latch  to  thrust  open  the  door. 

But  at  that  moment  something  happened  that 


the  Squire  had  never  bargained  for.  A  weak, 
tremulous  voice,  with  a  world  of  pathetic 
reproach  in  it,  responded  son-owfully  : 

"  Jem!  Jem!  Thou's  been  at  thy  old  games 
again!  An'  after  promising  me  certain  sure 
too !  " 

The  Squire's  hand  dropped  from  the  door  as  if 
it  had  been  stung,  and  an  uneasy  feeling  flashed 
over  him.  Running  a  poacher  to  earth  and 
angrily  confronting  him,  before  dragging  him, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  strong  arm  of  the  law, 
to  durance  vile  for  an  opportunity  of  wholesome' 
solitary  meditation,  was  one  thing,  and  eaves- 
dropping was  quite  another.  Something  un- 
comfortable whispered  to  him  that  positions  were 
changed ;  that  he  was  now  the  poacher — poaching 
upon  family  confidences.  And,  yet,  somethin<:' 
else  held  him  equally  from  making  his  presence 
known  and  beating  an  honourable  retreat. 
Instead,  he  stepped  guiltily  to  the  window  and 
peeped  in. 

On  a  miserable  bed,  dragged  near  to  the  handful 
of  fire,  lay  a  pale,  wasted  woman,  desperately  ill. 
Beside  her  the  poacher  stood  in  his  shirt  sleeves  ; 
for  he  had  taken  off  his  coat  and  spread  it  on 
the  wretched  couch  for  warmth  for  the  invalid. 
A  brace  of  beautiful  grayling,  the  smallest  a  good 
pound  and  a  half,  were  still  being  exhibited 
alluringly  in  his  hand. 

"  Nay,  lass,  nowt  o'  that  kind !  "  the  scamp  was 
assuring  her  cheerfully.  "  They're  honestly  come 
by.    I  had  the  Squire's  leave  to  catch  'em." 

"  The  Squire's  leave !  An'  him  so  bitter  agen 
yer,  Jem  ? "  the  sick  woman  cried  in  amaze, 
fastening  her  eyes  upon  her  husband  in  a  keen, 
searching  gaze  that  would  have  penetrated  any 
ordinary  man  like  the  Rontgen  rays.  But  Jem 
Harkett  was  no  ordinary  man,  and  he  met  that 
look  smilingly  without  turning  a  hair.  The 
woman  closed  her  eyes  in  the  happy  confidence 
that  the  lie  was  truth. 

"  I  could  hardly  ha'  believed  it,"  she  murmured. 
"  No,  I  could  hardly  believe  it  myself,"  went  on 
the  unabashed  scoundrel.  "  But  when  the  doctor 
sez  as  how  thou  must  ha'  some  light,  dainty  food, 
sich  as  fish,  an'  me  out  o'  work  an'  no  money  to 
buy  anythink,  an'  knowin'  as  how  anythink  as 
warn't  honestly  come  by  'ud  choke  thee  afore 
thou'd  swaller  it,  what  does  I  do  but  buckles  up 
an'  goes  to  Squire,  knowin'  as  'ow  'is  lady  was 
despert  bad  wi'  infiuenzy  too,  an'  I  up  an'  puts 
things  to  him  straight." 

"An'— an'  what  sez  he?"  came  faintly  but 
eagerly  from  the  bed. 

"  What  sez  he  ?  Why,  lor'  blesH  thee  'Liza," 
chuckled  the  hardy  liar,  "he  gives  me  leave  to  fish 
like  a  shot,  an'  'opes  thou'll  soon  be  on  thy  legs 
again  !  He  ain't  the  'ard-'earted  tyrant  I've  alius 
called  him  !  When  you're  straight  wi'  him  he's 
just  as  kind-'earted  a  gentleman  as — as" 

"  God  bless  him  an'  his  lady,  too !  "  came  feebly 
yet  fervently  from  the  bed. 

The  Squire  outside  slunk  back  out  of  earshot. 
He  grew  hot  and  cold  by  turns.  One  moment  a 
fresh  crop  of  perspiration  studded  his  forehead  ; 
the  next  an  uncomfortable  shiver  shook  the  big 
drops  to  the  ground. 

"  That  cursed  wetting  I  got  wading  the  river 
must  have  given  me  a  chill.  I'll  be  getting 
home,"  he  muttered  to  himself;  yet  the  next 
instant  he  was  striding  quite  in  the  opposite 
direction,  towards  the  next  cottage,  the  tenant  of 
which  worked  on  the  estate.  He  thought  of  his 
wife;  he  thought  of  the  wretched  scene  he  had 
just  witnessed;  he  thought  of  himself— of  his 
lusty  health  and  his  wealth  of  comforts.  And 
the  more  he  thought  the  more  uncomfortable  he 
grew.  The  wild  yearning  to  kick  somebody  grew 
fiercer;  yet,  strangely,  it  was  now  himself  he 
wanted  to  kick  most.  ' 

The  cottager's  wife,  who  chanced  to  be  alone, 
was  all  a-flutter  as  she  saw  the  Squire  walk  in, 
and  she  wondered  whatever  could  have  brought 
him,  as  she  hastily  dusted  the  best  arm-chair  with 
a  corner  of  her  apron,  and  invited  him  to  sit  down. 

"  That  rascal,  Harkett' s,  wife  is  badly,  isn't 
she  ?  "  began  the  Squire,  brusquely. 
"  Tessir." 

"  Do  you  ever  go  in  to  see  her— I  mean  to  do 
any  little  odd  jobs  or— or  anything  of  that 
sort  P  " 

"  Well,  sir,  by  your  leave,  sir — you  see,  sir,  she 
be  mortal  bad,  an'  being  a  neighbour,  sir,  I  be 

bound,  in  a  sort  of  way,  sir  ,"  the  woman 

stammered  apologetically.     For  she  was  fully 


aware  of  the  bad  blood  between  Squire  and 
poacher,  and  she  was  fearful,  in  her  own  and  her 
husband's  interests,  of  offending  the  former. 

"  That  will  do,"  exclaimed  the  Squire  im- 
patiently, with  a  frown.  "  Can  you  go  there  now 
and  send  Harkett  here  without  letting  him  or  his 
wife  suspect  who  wants  to  see  him,  and  stay  with 
her  until  he  returns — perhaps  in  an  hoiir  ?  " 

"  Tessir."  And  the  woman  flung  a  shawl  over 
her  head  and  departed,  leaving  the  Squire  in  a 
black  study  staring  at  his  boots. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  cottage  door  again 
opened,  and  Squire  and  poacher  stood  face  to  face. 
For  some  seconds  neither  moved  nor  spoke.  The 
Squire,  with  his  arms  folded  across  his  chest, 
regarded  the  other  sternly,  and  the  latter  returned 
his  gaze  with  a  sullen,  hunted  glare  that  was 
sharpened  by  a  gleam  of  murderous  hate.  The 
poacher  was  the  picture ,  of  a  desperate  brute 
brought  to  bay. 

"  Well,  Harkett,  this  is  a  fine  game  you've  been 
having  with  me  this  afternoon,"  began  the  Squire 
hotly.  Without  replying  the  poacher  maintained 
his  sullen  attitude. 

"A  pretty  story  you'll  have  to  tell  at  the 
Fox  and  Fiddle  to-night  of  how  you  got  leave  to 
fish  my  length  of  the  river  and  then  let  me  make 
a  fool  of  myself  by  chasing  you  for  over  a 
mile  under  the  impression  that  it  was  some  black- 
guardly poacher  I  was  ,after!  A  fine  laugh 
against  me  you'll  be  able  to  raise  in  the  bar- 
room, eh,  Harkett  ?  "  he  went  on  with  apparent 
warmth. 

The  poacher  had  been  prepared  only  for  a 
frontal  attack,  and  now  the  Squire  had  got  round 
his  flank  and  knocked  him  at  one  blow  into 
helpless  confusion.  His  shaggy  eyebrows  lifted 
and  his  jaw  dropped  in  undisguised  surprise. 

"  Leave  ?  Got  your  leave  ? "  he  muttered 
feebly. 

"  Confound  it,  man ! "  roared  the  Squire, 
'you've  carried  the  joke  far  enough  without 
trying  to  improve  it  by  keeping  it  up  any  longer. 
Of  course  I  gave  you  leave  to  fish.  Didn't  you 
come  up  to  the  Hall  this  morning  and  put  it  to 
me  straight  how  badly  things  were  with  you? 
And  didn't  I  give  you  permission  to  fish  at  once 
and  tell  you  I  hoped  your  wife  would  be  soon  on 
her  legs  again  ?  Why,  hang  it,  man,  I  heard  you 
only  a  few  minutes  ago  relate  the  whole  incident 
to  your  wife  just  as  it  happened  this  morning !  " 

"  I  knew  as  'ow  it  warn't  no  use  asking  yer,  an' 
I  didn't  know  as  'ow  my  missus  mightn't  be 

a  dyin'  for  want  o'  ,"  the  poacher  began  to 

grunt  disjointedly,  when  the  Squire  stopped  him 
sharply  with ; 

"Now,  look  here,  Harkett,  it's  no  good  your 
rubbing  it  into  me  any  more.  I  own  up  that 
you've  made  a  blamed  fool  of  me,  but  I'll  be  shot 
if  I'll  have  all  the  village  laughing  at  me  for  it, 
even  if  I  have  to  pay  heavy  for  you  to  keep  your 
tongue  still.  Now  I've  been  thinking  it  over,  and 
if  you'll  come  up  to  the  Hall  with  me  there's  a 
chicken  and  a  bottle  of  wine  for  your  wife,  and 
there's  the  underkeeper's  situation  for  you,  with  a 
pound  a  week  and  his  cottage,  and  a  week's  wages 
in  advance.  But,  mind  you,  Harkett,  it's  only  on 
condition  that  you  swear  never  to  let  slip  to  a 
single  soul  a  word  of  how  you  fooled  the  Squire 
for  a  lark." 

Something  seemed  to  suddenly  snap  in  the 
poacher's  brain,  and  for  a  moment  he  reeled  like 
a  drunken  man,  so  that  the  Squire  put  out  his 
hand  to  steady  him.  Harkett  clutched  it  wildly 
in  both  his,  and  the  Squire  felt  something  wet  and 
hot  splash  down  upon  it. 

"  Here,  stop  that,  Harkett  I  "  he  cried  hastily, 
attempting  to  drag  his  hand  away. 

But  the  tamed  brute — won  by  a  single  act  of 
kindness,  where  harsh  measui,res  would  assuredly 
have  only  helped  him  on  his  way  to  perdition — 
gripped  it  tighter  as  he  raised  his  streaming  eyes. 

"  Squire,"  he  gasped  huskily,  "  when  I  come  in 
'ere  an'  see'd  who  was  'ere  awaiting  for  me,  I 
see'd  yer  knew  enough  to  kill  my  missus  and  send 
me  to  perdition ;  for  I  was  despert,  an'  ready  to 
stop  at  nowt.  An'  now,  instead  o'  that,  yer've 
made  a  man  o'  me,  an',  by  Heaven,  yer  shall  never 
regret  this  day's  work !  " 

And  the  Squire  never  did  regret  it. 

W.  Carter  Platts. 
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CONCERNING  STYLES,  &c. 

I  HAVE  frequently  noticed  that  the  novice 
follows  that  stjle  which  he  adopted  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  career.  One  will  often  see  him 
fishing  in  a  similar  manner  at  the  age  of  sixty 
that  he  did  at  sixteen.  One  reason  is,  hundreds 
of  anglers  fish  in  one  river  for  many  years,  and 
not  a  few  fish  in  one  river  regularly  for  over  fifty 
years.  This  being  the  case,  nine  times  out  of  ten 
there  is  one  particular  style  or  method  that  suits 
a  river  better  than  any  other.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  in  certain  rivers  several  methods  that 
are  well  adapted  to  other  rivers  may  not  be 
followed  with  success,  but,  taking  the  swims 
generally,  if  good  fish  are  to  be  caught  there  is 
often  one  particular  method  which,  in  the  long 
run,  is  more  successful  than  any  other,  and,  as  a 
rule,  the  angler  who  cannot,  from  some  cause  best 
known  to  himself,  adopt  this  method,  fails  to 
obtain  sport. 

This  class  of  angler  is  very  fond  of  what  he 
terms  "  going  on  his  own,"  and  discarding  the 
methods  followed  by  the  majority,  with  the  usual 
result — one  will  repeatedly  see  him  go  a-fishing 
and  return  with  a  very  light  creel.  One  really 
clever  native  angler,  accustomed  to  the  pecu- 
liarities of  a  river,  is  often  worth  a  dozen 
haphazard  fishermen.  They  will  often  give  one 
most  elaborate  advice  and  profound  informa- 
tion, which  more  often  than  not  turns  out 
fallacious.  There  is  another  class  of  angler  who 
never,  in  any  circumstances,  seems  to  know 
where  the  fish  are.  He  will  angle  for  dace  where 
he  shoidd  fish  for  pope,  and  try  for  roach  where 
there  is  nothing  to  be  caught  but  eels,  and  never 
was. 

It  is  often  a  veiy  difficult  matter  for  an  angler 
all  alone,  and  strange  to  a  river,  to  know  where 
the  fish  are  located,  or  even  to  find  a  swim  where 
they  can  be  got  together.  I  have  frequently 
seen  anglers  fishing  most  patiently  hour  after 
hour  where  there  was  no  chance  of  catch- 
ing a  sizable  fish.  There  were  several 
reasons  for  it,  which  I  need  not  explain  ; 
but  with  respect  to  roach  and  bream,  the  angler 
should  always  keep  a  good  look-out.  Even  when 
he  is  fishing  he  should  not  forget  to  glance  at  the 
surface,  for  very  often  when  one  sees  a  portly 
roach  rise  and  prime  it  means  that  there  is  a  shoal 
of  them ;  in  other  words,  he  may  conclude  that 
they  are  there,  and  it  will  all  depend  upon  his 
care  and  skill  what  sport  he  will  have.  A  clever 
angler,  by  hooking  his  fish  as  far  ofE,  and  getting 
them  out  of  the  swim  as  quickly  as  possible,  with- 
out allowing  them  to  splash  about  on  the  surface, 
might  have  the  take  of  a  lifetime;  whilst  a 
bungler  would  probably  frighten  every  fish  out 
of  the  swim  in  less  than  twenty  minutes. 

I  have  seen  roach  priming  on  a  cold,  windy  day 
in  mid-October  when  I  and  several  other  anglers 
failed  to  catch  a  fish,  but  the  last  time  I  saw 
roach  breaking  the  surface  was  in  a  gentle  run  of 
moderately  deep  water  at  the  bend  of  a  "Wiltshire 
river,  where  on  one  occasion  a  bag  of  801b. 
had  been  caught  in  one  day.  I  caught  four  roach 
that  weighed  61b.  I  never  saw  large  roach  bite 
more  gingerly,  and  I  think  the  swim  must  have 
been  over-baited.  Both  bream  and  roach  may 
often  be  seen  priming,  barbel  "  picking "  or 
leaping  out  of  the  water,  and  chub  heard  taking 
in  insects  with  a  smack,  sometimes  even  when 
they  cannot  be  seen ;  but  with  respect  to  bream 
priming,  although  the  angler  may  fish  where  there 
are  great  numbers,  he  may  fail  to  catch  a  fish.  I 
have  often  thought  that  they  do  not  care  to  sport 
and  feed  at  the  same  time  any  more  than  do 
crows  and  other  creatures.  Sometimes  at  dusk  I 
have  been  sitting  as  still  as  a  statue  in  a 
coble  and  they  have  come  so  near  that  I  could 
have  touched  their  dorsal  fins  with  my  rod. 
They  would  go  through  the  performance  of 
making  a  short,  sharp  splash  on  the  surface,  and 
sailing  through  the  water  often  with  their  back 
fins  out,  both  very  early  and  late  for  days 
together ;  and  I  have  known  anglers  to  heavily 
bait  on  these  occasions  with  no  result.  Some- 
times bream  and  roach  may  be  seen  priming  in 
slacks,  gentle  eddies,  and  other  places,  eight  or 
ten  yards  from  the  side,  where  the  water  is  often 
as  clear  as  crystal  and  shallow  for  some  distance, 
and  the  fish  can  see  every  movement.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  Long  Water  at  Hajnpton  Court. 
"K  I  could  have  got  my  float  out  only  a  few 


yards  further,"  anglers  have  often  said  to  me,  "  I 
feel  certain  I  should  have  had  more  sport."  There 
is  no  doubt  they  spoke  the  truth ;  and  what  style, 
may  I  ask,  could  possibly  be  better  than  the 
Sheffield  style  to  accomplish  this  object  ?  In  my 
humble  opinion  no  other  tackle  is  half  as  good. 
I  have  often  seen  an  angler  fail  from  this  cause. 
But  the  chances  are  a  hundred  to  one  that  he 
knows  nothing  about  such  tackle  or  style  ;  and 
where  a  Sheffield  expert  can  cast  a  3in.  crow-quill 
and  one  small  shot  with  ease  considerably  further 
than  a  Lea  roach  pole  could  possibly  reach,  and 
that  when  he  is  seated  on  his  light,  roomy,  strong, 
and  comfortable  wicker  basket,  your  ordinary 
angler  is  often  utterly  helpless.  I  have  seen  him 
scratch  his  head,  and  look  up  and  down  a  river  in 
blank  despair.  There  are  often  pretty  miniature 
broads  and  pools  in  such  rivers  as  the  Witham 
(say  at  Barkstone,  near  Grantham),  Welland, 
Eden,  Aran,  Western  Rother,  Wey,  Medway, 
Mole,  Stort,  Rib,  Beane,  Lea,  &c.,  where,  unless 
the  angler  can  get  his  float  right  in  the  middle,  he 
might  as  well  stay  at  home. 

Example :  Some  time  ago  I  saw  two  gentlemen 
fishing  in  a  charming  lake  in  private  grounds  not 
100  miles  from  Denmark  Hill.  Seldom  indeed  was 
the  float  of  one  more  than  a  yard,  or  at  most  two, 
further  out  than  his  rod  top,  and  from  9.30  a.m. 
until  dusk  he  caught  just  half  a  dozen  stickle- 
backs, whilst  his  friend  took  six  carp  (four  about 
lib.  each),  threaroach,  and  several  gudgeon.  The 
former  angler  had  an  idea  that  the  best  fish  were 
near  the  side  ;  but  that  is  just  where  the  stickle- 
backs were  by  hundreds,  and  attacked  his  worms 
most  furiously. 

In  these  cases  of  using  a  Sin.  crow  quill  and 
one  small  shot,  it  is  no  use  drawing  down  two 
loops  of  line  to  get  out  the  tackle  and  bait,  the 
weight  required  for  this  purpose  is  non  est, 
and  it  is  useless  to  attempt  it;  but  by  using 
a  float  a  shade  larger  that  will  take  two 
small  shots,  fixed  about  one-third  of  an  inch 
apart,  some  eighteen  inches  from  the  hook,  a 
peUet  of  rather  stifE  and  adhesive  ground- bait, 
about  the  size  of  a  thrush's  egg,  well  squeezed 
around  these  shots,  will  enable  the  angler  to  over- 
come the  difficulty.  With  the  line  held  with  the 
thumb  and  forefinger  of  the  left  hand  and  the 
pellet  nicely  poised  and  put  gently  on  the  swing, 
with  one  regular  sweep  of  the  rod  with  the  right 
hand  it  can  be  cast  a  considerable  distance,  and  a 
sharpish  twitch  of  the  rod  top  will  free  the  pellet 
from  the  shots,  the  float  cocks  in  the  usual 
manner,  and  the  pellet  of  bread  and  bran  acts 
admirably  as  a  ground-bait.  A  small  pistol  or 
other  bullet  can  be  cast  in  a  similar  manner 
embedded  in  a  little  larger  pellet,  and  with  care 
can  be  cast  much  further  than  by  the  former 
method  and  used  the  same  as  an  ordinary  leger 
lead. 

When  following  the  former  method,  if  good 
fish  are  to  be  caught,  it  is  most  essential  that  the 
hook-bait  should  rest  on  the  ground ;  and  the 
depth  can  be  so  arranged  that,  although  the  two 
shots  are  ofE  the  ground  and  the  bait  well  on  it, 
this  need  not  interfere  in  any  way  in  the  matter 
of  striking,  [or  the  fish  taking  the  bait,  for  the 
tackle  is  s,o  light  and  fine,  that  the  resistance  after 
a  fish  has  annexed  the  lure  is  almost  impercept- 
ible. There  is  no  heavy,  ugly  chain  of  shot,  or 
large  gaudily-painted  float  to  drag  on  the  hook 
and  alarm  him  ;  and  not  until  the  tiny  red-tipped 
float  indicates  a  bite,  the  angler  strikes,  and  the 
fish  feels  the  cold  steel,  is  he  aware  that  he  has 
been  caught  napping. 

These  floats  can  be  bought  in  various  sizes  in 
Sheffield  and  other  Midland  towns,  and  if  there  is 
a  ripple,  the  water  wavy,  and  the  waxbill-like  float 
cannot  be  seen  properly,  a  4in,,  or  even  a  Sin. 
goose-quill  float  must  be  used  with  a  little  heavier 
weight ;  but  even  then  it  is  as  well  for  the  shots 
or  weight  to  be  placed  as  far  from  the  hook  as 
possible. 

Tou  may  take  my  word  that  a  good  Sheffield 
angler  can  catch  fish  when  other  anglers  cannot. 
I  have  repeatedly  witnessed  it ;  and  when  using 
either  gentles  or  stewed  wheat  I  feel  certain  that, 
although  his  float  is  often  so  far  from  his  rod, 
he  does  not  miss  more  fish  than  an  ordinary  Lea 
angler  when  using  paste.  As  stated,  the  tackle  is 
so  light  that  little  or  no  splash  occurs  when  the 
cast  is  made,  the  bait  sinks  quite  naturally,  and 
— with  respect  to  stewed  wheat — it  is  most 
difficult  for  the  fish  to  tell  the  hook-bait  from  the 
ground-bait.   It  is  true  many  of  the  Fen  drains 


are  rather  weedy,  and  a  good  deal  goes  out  of 
sight,  or  it  would  never  do  to  use  so  much. 

The  tip  of  the  tiny  little  float  sticks  out  of  the 
water  like  the  beak  of  a  waxbill,  and  the  moment 
it  dips  the  angler  has  his  rod  under  such 
command,  and  is  so  admirably  prepared,  that  be 
is  in  them  like  a  flash.  There  is  no  chance  of 
any  skull-dragging — not  even  with  a  bream — for 
the  tough,  but  wonderfully  lissom  log-wood  top 
gives  to  every  plunge  of  the  fish,  and  it  has  to  be 
played  fairly  and  squarely  to  the  net. 

The  rod  is  often  strengthened  by  a  strong 
splice  on  the  middle  joint,  its  elasticity  is  well 
maintained,  and  it  is  wonderful  what  good  fish 
are  often  played  and  landed  with  them.  Of 
course,  the  non-success  of  the  novice  may  arise 
from  many  causes,  some  as  simple  as  others  are 
subtle ;  but,  if  he  will  only  take  the  trouble  to 
carry  out  these  instructions,  he  should  soon  be 
able  to  catch  fish  at  longer  distances  than  he  has 
ever  done  before.  O.  A, 


FISHING  UNDER  DIFFICULTIES. 

By  Alfred  Jaedine. 
Anyone  who  has  been  a  persistent  angler 
through  a  long  lifetime  is  likely  to  have  met.  with 
some  obstacles  and  disappointments  when  in 
pursuit  of  his  favourite  sport,  but  memory  will 
probably  recall  difficulties  surmounted,  which,  on 
retrospection,  are  not  without  pleasures  blended 
with  tnem,  when  in  the  autumn  of  his  career  the 
angler  ponders  o'er  them,  and  in  his  mind's-eye 
sees  and  fights  his  "  piscatorial  battles "  over 
again. 

In  the  early  part  of  May,  1839,  the  writer  was 
fishing  in  the  river  Darenth,  at  that  portion  of 
Kent's  choicest  trout  stream  known  as  the  Back- 
Flash  Pool ;  it  is  at  the  head  of  Dartford  Creek, 
and  tidal,  with  a  rise  and  fall  of  four  or  five  feet. 

Big  trout  were  known  to  be  there.  My  Uncle 
James,  long  prior  to  the  year  I  have  mentioned, 
caught  a  7^\b.  trout  in  the  Back-Flash ;  a  man 
named  Tilehurst  secured  another  of  9lb.  that  had 
been  "pinched"  by  the  water-wheel;  and  my 
angling  mentor — old  Jack  Ridley — captured  a 
lOilb.  salmon  in  the  same  pool,  besides  ti'out  from 
31b.  to  4lb.  each. 

Soon  after  daylight  that  May  morning  I  was 
casting  a  fly  in  the  Mill  Pond,  and  captured  a 
bleak;  but  seeing  a  fine  stream  was  running 
through  the  overflow  sluice  into  the  pool,  I  shifted 
my  fly  tackle,  put  on  a  swivel  trace  and  flight  of 
hooks,  baited  with  the  bleak,  and  fished — spinning 
— the  streamy  rush  of  water.  My  boyish  method 
proved  successful,  for  after  a  few  minutes  I  rose, 
hooked,  and  was  playing  a  heavy  trout  on  my 
little  ten -foot  fly  rod,  the  fish  rushing  and  leaping 
all  over  the  pool.  The  tide  was  rising,  and  the 
fish's  object  seemed  to  be  to  make  down  the 
creek,  which  would  have  resulted  in  a  smash  up 
of  my  tackle,  for  I  had  barely  forty  yards  of  line 
on  my  reel,  and  I  could  not  follow  the  fish 
because  of  a  tidal  ditch  ;  that  was  my  difficulty. 
But  I  surmounted  it,  or  rather,  I  scrambled 
through  it,  up  to  my  middle  in  water,  and  then 
successfully  played  the  fish  to  my  landing  net. 
On  reaching  home  it  weighed  G^lb. — a  fine,  well- 
fed  specimen  of  a  Darenth  trout. 

I  think  it  was  in  1842,  and  on  March  25,  at  the 
breaking  up  of  a  six  weeks'  frost,  that  I  went 
skating  on  the  mUl  ponds ;  but  the  ice  getting 
slushy  and  unsafe,  Jack  Ridley  and  I  devoted 
that  afternoon  to  roach  fishing  in  a  favourite  part 
of  the  creek,  called  "  Stringer's  Hole,"  because  a 
poor  fellow  of  that  name  was  drowned  there 
whilst  bathing. 

The  ebb  tide  was  favourable  for  fishing,  and 
sport  was  excellent.  My  "  coign  of  vantage  "  on 
the  edge  of  an  osier  bed  enabled  me  to  command 
a  capital  swim.  For  three  or  four  hours  I  kept 
on  catching  fish  of  good  size,  not  noticing  that 
the  tide  had  turned,  and  insidiously  surrounded 
me.  Night  was  coming  on  apace.  To  remain 
until  the  tide  had  ebbed  again  was  out  of  the 
question,  so  I  had  to  face  the  difficulty,  and  wade 
up  to  my  thighs  thi-ough  freezing  water  to  reach 
the  mainland,  and  then  to  take  a  three  miles 
walk  to  my  home. 

On  an  angling  tour  through  Westmoreland 
with  my  two  brothers,  while  trout  fishing  in 
Levens  Park;  the  youngest  of  them  being  unable 
to  cover  a  rising  fish  just  beyond  the  distance  to 
which  he  could  cast  his  fly,  leaped  on  to  what  he 
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thought  was  a  mossy  stone  a  couple  of  yards  from 
the  river's  brink,  but  it  was  only  a  weed,  and  he 
disappeared  in  6  ft.  of  water.  Of  course,  we 
fished  him  out,  but  our  bottle  of  whisky  which 
was  in  his  creel  remained  at  the  bottom  of  the 
river,  a  difficulty  there  was  no  overcoming,  as  we 
were  four  or  five  miles  from  the  nearest  place 
where  we  could  refill  oiu'  empty  flasks. 

One  July,  many  years  ago,  I  went  with  a  com- 
panion into  Wales  for  a  fortnight's  salmon  and 
sea  trout  fishing  in  the  river  Dovey.  We  made 
the  town  of  Machynlleth  our  headquarters,  where 
we  became  acquainted  with  a  young  married 
couple  who  were  enjoying  their  honeymoon  there. 
The  husband  had  brought  his  rod  and  tackle,  and 
told  us  he  should  take  his  new  wife  to  the  river 
and  let  her  see  him  catch  a  salmon. 

The  meadows  by  the  waterside  are  surrounded 
by  high  hedges,  and  in  many  of  these  enclosures 
were  fierce  little  Welsh  bulls.  At  all  the  gates 
and  stiles  giving  access  to  the  river  were  placed 
what  fishermen  called  "  bull  heaps,"  i.e.,  piles  of 
pebbles  the  size  of  ducks  eggs,  to  be  used  as 
missiles  to  pelt  the  bulls  with,  when  aggressive. 
An  angler  would  put  some  of  these  stones  in 


his  rod  and  jumped  into  the  river,  which  was 
rather  shallow  just  there,  with  a  hard  gravelly 
bed  sloping  away  to  deep  water.  The  man 
retreated  until  he  was  immersed  to  his  middle, 
all  the  while  splashing  water  with  his  hands  on 
to  the  animal's  head  and  ears. 

It  walked  in,  deeper  and  deeper,  until  it  was 
nearly  "  awash,"  when,  seizing  the  bull's  honis, 
the  man  gave  a  desperate  pull,  vaulted  on  to  the 
beast's  back,  and  began  kicking  its  ribs  violently. 
The  bull  had  then  to  take  to  swimming,  when  its 
rider  drew  out  a  large  pocket-handkerchief,  tied 
it  over  the  animal's  eyes  and  behind  the  horns, 
and  frequently  thrust  its  muzzle  under  water. 
Thus  the  bull  was  blindfolded,  and  compelled  to 
swim  down  the  river  a  couple  of  hundred  yards 
until  a  landing  place  was  reached,  and  it  was 
allowed  to  get  ashore  half  drowned.  Then  the 
rider  dismissed  it  with  a  parting  kick  on  its 
rump,  and  Morgan  told  me  afterwards  that  that 
bull  never  again  molested  anglers.  While  on 
this  fishing  visit  to  the  Dovey,  my  friend  and  I 
drove  over  to  Tallyllyn,  the  lake  at  the  base  of 
Cader-Idris,  where  the  fishing  was  fairly  good, 
although  trout  did  not  run  large — about  half- 


managed  to  obtain  ten  dozen  of  dace  from  the 
river  Oolne  that  were  "  bright  as  silver,"  perfect 
for  size,  and  in  splendid  condition.  We  travelled 
130  miles,  and  conveyed  the  live  dace  in  two  bait- 
cans  to  their  destination  "  without  a  death 
occurring  in  the  family."  I  placed  six  dozMi  of 
the  biggest  dace  in  my  large  can,  and,  on  reaching 
the  fishery,  almost  the  first  thing  our  boatman 
did  was  to  drop  can  and  baits  overboard  into 
30ft.  of  water,  where  they  are  to  this  day.  The 
pike  fed  eagerly  all  those  two  days.  We  could  not 
quite  overcome  the  difficulty  of  being  extremely 
short  of  baits;  but  by  "nursing"  those  few  we  had 
remaining,  and  using  some  on  paternoster  tackle 
after  they  were  dead,  we  captured  a  quantity  of 
pike,  including  two  of  ISJlb.  and  201b.  each. 

After  a  long  lapse  of  years  there  is  much  satis- 
faction in  thinking  of  difficulties  overcome,  also 
in  conjuring  up  scenes  and  remembrances  that 
give  infinite  pleasure  to  those  who,  like  myself, 
have  through  a  long  lifetime  pursued  the 
delightful  recreation  of  angling. 

A  happy  and  healthful  Christmas-tide  to  my 
friends,  the  editor  and  sub-editor,  and  all  sub- 
scribers to  and  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gaeeite. 


his  pocket  on  entering  a  meadow  where  was  a  bull, 
but  if  not  molested  or  attacked  he  would  empty 
the  ammunition  on  to  the  heap  at  the  opposite 
gate,  and  replenish  himself  with  pebbles  from 
the  heap  in  the  next  meadow.  This  rule  was 
always  observed  by  anglers,  going  either  down  or 
up-stream,  and  thus  a  supply  of  missiles  was  con- 
tinually maintained.  One  morning  the  husband 
took  his  wife  to  the  river,  put  his  rod  together, 
and  commenced  fishing.  The  lady's  hat  was 
profusely  adorned  with  bunches  of  bright  red 
roses,  which  appeared  to  irritate  a  bull  that  was 
in  the  meadow.  The  animal  began  to  approach, 
every  now  and  again  giving  a  loud  bellow.  I 
instructed  Morgan  (my  gillie)  to  look  after  the 
lady  and  get  her  away  from  danger.  Moral : 
Never  wear  a  colour  approaching  scarlet  in  a  bull 
pasture.  Her  husband  said  he  wasn't  afraid  of 
bulls ;  he  should  stay  in  the  meadow,  go  on  fishing, 
and  catch  a  salmon. 

The  bull  came  nearer  and  nearer,  then  began  to 
scrape  up  the  ground  with  its  fore-feet,  stuck  its 
horns  in  the  grass,  and  tossed  up  bits  of  turf  into 
the  air.  The  angler  threw  stones  and  hit  the  bull 
on  the  flank,  when  it  stuck  out  its  tail,  put  down 
ite  head,  and  charged.    The  husband  thr&w  doVn 


One  of  the  Clkveley  Ponds. 

pounders,  with  an  occasional  bigger  one.  We 
were  surprised  to  see  such  a  quantity  of  cor- 
morants and  shags  diving  for  trout,  which,  of 
course,  did  not  improve  the  fly  fishing. 

These  birds'  made  their  eyries  among  the 
rocky  crags  of  Cader-Idris,  to  which  mountain 
(3000ft.  in  height)  these  fish  devourers  were  con- 
tinually flying  from  and  to  the  lake.  We  noticed 
a  cormorant  that  had  sat  motionless  for  more 
than  an  hour  on  a  post,  standing  up  in 
the  shallow  water,  watching  for  any  stray  fish  that 
might  swim  by.  Morgan,  who  was  with  us  in 
the  boat,  said,  "Let  us  drift  towards  the  post, 
and  when  within  thirty  yards  or  so  I  will  cast  a 
fly  over  the  bird  and  try  to  hook  or  entangle  it." 
He  did  this  very  dexterously.  The  cormorant 
took  flight  and  went  away  with  a  hundred  yards 
of  line  trailing  through  the  air  up  towards  the 
lofty  summit  of  the  mountain,  for  my  friend  had 
omitted  to  fasten  his  line  to  the  axis  of  the  reel. 
His  difficulty  was  this :  He  had  no  other  line 
nearer  than  the  Wynnstay  Arms  Hotel,  at 
Machynlleth,  twelve  miles  away.  In  the  winter 
of  1897  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  I  went  to  fish 
capital  pike  waters  in  the  West  of  England.  Live 
baits  'were  very  scarce,  but  after  s^ome  trottble  I 
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THE  WTRESDALE  AND  CLBVELEY 

.  FISHERY. 
Undoubtedly  one  of  the  finest  private  fish 
breeding  and  rearing  establishments  in  the  world 
is  that  of  which  Capt.  Peter  Ormrod  is  the  pro- 
prietor, known  as  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Scorton, 
Garstang,  Lancashire.  Capt.  Ormrod  is  fortunate 
in  having  a  most  efficient  and  courteous  manager 
in  Mr.  A.  Henry,  who  takes  the  greatest  interest 
and  pride  in  his  work.  Mr.  Henry  called  upon 
us  the  other  day,  and  we  are  glad  to  know  that 
the  prospects  at  Wyresdale  are  excellent,  in  fact 
Mr.  Henry  says  they  have  constantly  to  enlarge, 
and  recently  have  had  a  tremendous  hatch  out  of 
brown  trout  (8.  fario).  Believing  as  we  do  that 
for  our  British  waters  there  is  no  better  trout 
than  our  own  {S.  fario),  we  were  delighted  to  hear 
of  this  "tremendous  hatch,"  and  especially  in 
connection  with  the  Wyresdale  Fishery.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  in  many  quarters  this  fishery  is 
thought  to  be  connected  chiefly,  if  not  entirely, 
with  the  rainbow  tixrat,  but  Mr.  Henry  points 
oMt  that  this  is  by  bo  meBiiB  the  case,  and 
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that  they  also  go  in  very  largely  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of 

SALMONID^. 

Common  fcront  (Salmo  fario). — From  very  large  atock 
fish ;  selected  fish ;  from  wild  brook  troat ;  and  from 
abroad,  recommendpd  when  change  of  blood  is  required. 

Loohleven  trout  (Salmo  levenensis)  — Seleot'ed  tish. 

Rainbow  trout  (Salmo  Irideus)  — Selected  fiah. 

Bavarian  great  lake  trout  {Salmo  lacustris). — These 
beautiful  fish  are,  we  believe,  the  first  lot  introduoed  into 
this  country  ;  they  have  nothing  in  common  with  Salmo 
ferox  ;  they  grow  to  a  weight  of  401b.  and  upwards  in  suit- 
able water. 

Salmon  (or  sea)  trout  (Salmo  trutta). 

Hybrid  trout  (Salmo  fario-levenensis). Seleotei  fish. 

Hybrid  trout  (Salmo  trutta-levenensis). — Selected  fish. 

Salmon  (Salmo  salar). 

Alpine  char  (Salme  alpinus). 

Windermere  char  (Salmo  willughhii). 

American  char  (Salmo  fontinalis) . 

Grayling  (Thymallus  vulgaris). 

COARSE  FISH. 
Chub  (Leueiscus  cephahis). 
Roach  (Leueiscus  rutilus), 
X  Perch  (Perca  fluviatilis). 
Dace  (Leueiscus  vulgaris). 

As  we  have  on  a  previous  occasion  referred 
generally  to  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  we  give  the 


"  Spanning  the  river  just  below  the  sluice  gates 
is  a  roomy  sorting-house,  wherein  skilled  hands 
sort  the  crimson-barred  rainbows  from  their  red- 
spotted  English  brothers,  or  separate  male  from 
female,  ripe  from  unripe  fish,  with  a  delicate 
dexterity  which  makes  the  operation  apparently 
as  easy  as  the  manipulation  of  sheep  by  an  intel- 
ligent collie.  It  is  somewhat  of  a  revelation, 
though,  to  the  mere  layman  to  see  thousands  of 
live  trout — notwithstanding  their  delicate  organi- 
sation and  the  fact  that  here  they  are  practically 
as  wild  as  in  their  native  haunts — handled  without 
the  slightest  injury  and  with  wonderful  celerity. 

"Presently  the  river  is  lost  in  the  first  of  a 
series  of  ponds,  the  largest  ones  expanding  to  the 
size  of  small  lakes.  Through  all  of  them  flows 
the  water  of  the  Wyre,  subject  to  regulation 
which  is  effected  by  an  elaborate  system  of 
specially  devised  screens  and  overflows ;  and  in 
many  of  them  the  margins  are  brightly  veiled 
with  a  profusion  of  food  and  shade-providing 
water  plants.  Along  the  summit  of  an  embank- 
ment which  skirts  the  ponds  truck  lines  are  laid, 
this  miniature  railway  being  of  great  use  in 
saving  transport  labour. 


its  ovm  clay-pits.  In  proximity  to  Wyresdale 
Park  a  lake  of  twenty  acres  in  extent  has  been 
constructed.  From  thia  lake  are  taken  the  wild 
spawners. 

"  These  are  some  of  the  features  associated  with 
the  Cleveley  Fishery." 


THE  BOOK  OF  FAIR  DEVON. 


The  United  Devon  Association,  with  its  offices 
in  Bedford-circus,  Exeter,  has  for  its  object  the 
making  known  throughout  the  United  Kingdom 
and  the  world  the  many  attractions  of  this 
beautiful  county.  The  president  of  the  associa- 
tion is  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Lord  Clinton ;  the 
chairman.  Lord  Clifford  of  Chudleigh ;  and  local 
committees  are  formed  in  all  the  principal  towns 
of  the  county. 

Most  commendable  interest  is  being  taken  in 
the  movement,  and  the  result,  so  far,  is  the  pro- 
duction  of  a  capitally  designed  and  well  filled 
handbook,  illustrated  by  small,  well-executed 
sketches,  and  by  photographs  of  excellent  artistic 
merit.   Every  neighbourhood  of  {this  broad-acred 


following  extracts  from  the  description  of  what  is 
known  as  the  "  Cleveley  extension  "  of  the  fishery 
and  a  view  of  one  of  the  ponds  in  this  part  of  the 
fishery.  The  other  illustration,  "  Loading  Fish," 
speaks  for  itself.  ' 

This  extract  is  from  the  admirably  got-up 
prospectus  of  the  fishery,  which  all  who  have  not 
seen  can  have,  post  free,  by  writing  to  Mr.  A. 
Henry,  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Garstang,  Lancashire. 

The  Cleveley  Extension. 
"  Much  of  what  has  already  been  written  of  the 
Wyresdale  branch  might  be  here  set  down  again 
as  descriptive  of  the  Cleveley  extension.  Nature 
had  ready  for  the  newer  fishery  surroundings 
which  form  a  fitting  frame  for  its  picturesque 
operations.  In  the  foreground  the  eye  lingers  on 
the  Wyre,  here  a  broad  and  imposing  river.  Near 
a  point  where  the  Cleveley  Fishery  commences  a 
narrower  stream  has  been  diverted  from  the  main 
course.  The  artificial,  yet  absolutely  natural 
looking  river,  flows  at  the  foot  of  the  wooded 
heights,  and  in  its  shaded  depths  hundreds  of 
Sahnonidx  cluster  together,  many  of  them  9Ib. 
and  101b.  in  weight,  and  all  of  them  in  grand 
condition. 


LoADINa  Fl8H,5iWYBESDALE  FiSHEEY. 

"  Pisciculture  at  Cleveley  has  at  least  this  much 
of  pure  delight — that  it  is  a  daily  association  with 
Nature  in  one  of  her  most  winsome  aspects.  One 
is  impelled  to  ask  if  this  be  really  a  corner  of 
Lancashire — the  county,  according  to  popular 
conception,  of  crowded  factory  and  reeking 
smoke-stack. 

"  One  may  walk  for  miles  without  crossing  a 
boundary  of  the  Wyresdale  estate,  and  every- 
where is  this  beauty  conspicuous.  Six  miles  of 
the  broad  Wyre  can  be  fished  within  its  limits  ; 
and  twelve  miles  of  river  margin,  to  say  nothing 
of  many  a  minor  brook  and  burn,  are  thus  in- 
cluded in  the  resources  from  which  it  can  draw 
aquatic  plants.  Wherever  one  rambles  there  are 
offshoots  of  the  areas  definitely  known  as  the 
Wyresdale  and  Cleveley  Fisheries,  all  ministering 
to  the  perfection  to  which  it.  is  intended  to  bring 
these  piscicultural  establishmente.  Here,  for 
instance,  one  comes  across  shallow  lagoons,  de- 
voted to  temporary  stocking  purposes,  or  to  plant 
or  fish-food  cultivation ;  there,  again,  are  shadowed 
ponds  full  of  myriads  of  freshwater  shrimps  or  the 
tiny  snails  beloved  of  Salmo  irideus.  At  another 
spot  is  a  working  into  the  red  sandstone,  for  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery  has  its  own  quarries  as  well  as 


county  is  described,  and  writers  have  been  selected 
for  the  purpose  whose  local  connections  will 
waiTant  unquestionable  acquaintance  and  accu- 
acy.  Special  subjects  are  dealt  with  by  expert 
contributors.  Flora  and  Natural  History,  by 
Dr.  E.  A.  S.  Elliott;  Yachting  and  Water  Sports 
Generally,  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Briidson ;  Sea  Fishing, 
by  Mr.  Hearder;  Hunting,  by  "A  Veteran"; 
Freshwater  Fishing,  by  Mr.  Alfred  Burden 
("  Noss  Mayo ") ;  Cricket,  by  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Coplestone,  M.A. ;  Golf ,  compiled  by  the  secre- 
tary, Mr.  C.  R.  Rowe;  Football,  by  Mr.  C.  R.  M. 
Clapp  ;  and  Cycling,  by  Mr.  Herbert  Rankilor. 

The  chapters  appealing  most  particularly  to 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  those  descrip- 
tive of  angling  in  river  and  at  sea,  and  for  the 
i  former  "  Noss  Mayo  "  contributes  as  much  as  is 
possible  in  the  space  allotted  to  him.  The  visitor 
can  see  where  to  go,  and  what  he  may  expect 
when  he  gets  there.  But  as  the  writer's  province 
is  evidently  not  to  make  a  miniature  guide-book 
of  his  contribution,  he  says  little  or  nothing  of 
the  cost  of  the  licences  and  the  hotel  accommo- 
dation, preferring  a  readable  description  of  the 
rivers,  and  the  hundred  and  .  one  attractions  of 
this  beautiful  shire. 
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As  an  outcome  of  the  efforts  made  by  the 
United  Devon  Association,  "  Noss  Mayo "  has 
recently,  through  this  corporation,  called  earnest 
attention  to  the  gradual  but  certain  decrease  in 
the  stock  of  indigenous  trout  in  the  open  waters, 
and  the  consequent  degeneration  of  a  principal 
attraction.  Recognising  that  the  Conservators 
have  no  money  at  their  disposal  to  devote  to 
restocking,  he  has  suggested  the  formation  of 
an  association  of  amateur  anglers  in  Devon  and 
Cornwall,  with  a  subscription  of  5s.  per  annum. 
Such  privileges  as  the  railway  companies  might 
be  induced  to  allow  of  members  travelling  from 
any  station  to  a  river  and  back  at  a  fare  and  a 
quarter,  now  granted  only  in  a  few  principal' 
towns,  have  been  asked  for.  The  whole  of  the 
subscriptions  would  then  be  available  for  stocking 
rivers  as  they  may  be  selected  with  yearling 
trout. 

Unfortunately  the  railway  authorities  are  not 
at  present  inclined  to  further  the  efforts  of  the 
association  by  acceding  to  this  request,  and  the 
first  step  towards  vetoing  the  efforts  of  the  United 
Devon  Association  is  raised  by  those  who  woiild 
be  most  directly  benefited.  However,  it  is  hoped 
there  will  be  a  reconsideration  by  the  authorities 
and  a  better  desire  to  assist  those  who  have  so 
commendably  done  what  they  could  for  the 
county. 

The  sea  fishing  is  plainly  and  concisely  dealt 
with  by  Mr.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  a  gentleman 
whose  knowledge  of  this  branch  of  sport  is 
rftcogtiised.  The  very  extensive  coast-line  of 
Devon  gives  numberless  opportunities  to  the 
angler  who  likes  the  sport  to  be  got  at  sea. 

Alfred  Burden. 


TWO  RECORD  DAYS. 


Dtibing  the  past  month  several  articles  on 
grayling  fishing  have  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  in  which  the  writers  have  expressed  their 
opinion  that  the  presence  of  grayling  in  a  trout 
stream  has  a  tendency  to  decrease  the  number  of 
the  latter  fish  ;  and  it  is  with  a  view  of  proving 
otherwise  that  I  am  penning  the  following  account 
of  a  couple  of  days'  sport  upon  the  river  Wharfe, 
■which  will  always  remain  a  green  spot  in  my 
memory. 

As  regards  the  condition  of  weather  and  water, 
both  of  them  were  typical  days  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view,  as  regards  the  method  adopted  for 
the  capture  of  each  kind  of  fish ;  and  I  think  that 
the  result  proved  that  the  length  in  question 
contained  an  ample  store  of  each,  and  that  the 
presence  of  one  in  no  way  interfered  with  that  of 
the  other. 

June  20, 1889,  was  a  beautiful  summer's  day — 
hot  and  dusty  in  the  busy  city,  and  calculated  to 
carry  the  mind  of  an  angler  to  the  green  meadows 
and  waving  woods  of  the  country — so  I  decided  to 
have  a  day  with  upstream  worm  on  the  morrow, 
and  left  Leeds  by  the  6  20  p.m.  train  en  route  for 
Bolton  Abbey. 

Encumbered  only  with  rod,  net  and  pannier, 
inside  which  were  stowed  my  waders,  some  two 
hours  later  I  was  walking  through  the  grateful 
shade  of  Bolton  Woods,  for  I  had  decided  to 
compass  the  seven  miles  to  the  little  village  of 
Appletreewick  on  foot. 

What  a  lovely  scene  it  was  ;  high  banks  above, 
and  below  the  path  bright  with  wild  flowers  and 
every  kind  of  fern,  overhead  the  branches  of 
noble  trees  covered  with  verdure,  through 
which  the  sunlight  played,  while  down  deep  in 
the  valley Ithe  crystal  waters  of  the  Wharfe  rippled 
over  gravelly  shallows  alternating  with  dark  pools 
and  rocky  streams.  After  leaving  the  woods, 
where  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  grey  old  tower 
of  Barden,  I  skirted  the  moorland,  and  finally 
reached  my  abiding  place  for  the  night,  the  New 
Inn  ;  an  hour  or  so's  chat  with  the  river  watcher 
over  a  pipe  or  two  and  I  retired  to  rest,  wishing 
to  be  on  the  river  betimes  in  the  morning. 

I  sprang  out  of  bed  at  3.30  a.m.,  partook  of  a 
sandwich  and  a  bottle  of  Bass  which  was  left  for 
me  on  the  kitchen  table,  and  within  an  hour's 
time  commeLced  operations  at  Drebbly  Stepping 
Stones.  The  sun  was  just  appearing  over  the  tops 
of  the  lofty  hills,  the  sky  was  bright  and  cloudless, 
and  there  was  every  promise  of  just  such  a  day  as 
I  desired  for  my  work,  the  water  being  low  and 
clear.  I  soon  began  to  catch  trout,  and  at  8.30  I 
reached  Bland's  Suspension  Bridge  with  eighteen 


fish,  whereupon  I  left  the  river,  struck  into  the 
high  road,  and  made  for  the  inn  to  breakfast.  I 
was  back  at  the  place  where  I  left  ofif  by  ten 
o'clock,  and  when  I  met  the  keeper  at  the  Red 
Lion,  at  Burnsall,  my  creel  began  to  feel  heavy, 
so  a  large  dish  was  procured  and  twenty-eight  was 
the  number  counted  out  upon  it,  and  after  being 
duly  admired  by  the  company  these  were  conveyed 
into  the  cellar  and  covered  over  with  cabbage 
leaves.  By  this  time  the  heat  was  intense, 
perspiration  poured  off  me,  and  I  was  glad  to 
avail  myself  of  an  hour's  rest  in  the  cool  parlour 
over  a  pint  of  ale.  Now,  I  don't  know  what 
made  me  do  it,  but  before  starting  work  again 
I  said  to  the  keeper,  "  Martindale,  when  I 
have  killed  fifty  I  will  give  up."  His  reply  was, 
"  You  have  had  your  fling  now ;  you  will  not  get 
fifty  to-day,"  and  then  we  proceeded  onwards.  I 
will  not  weary  your  readers  with  a  detailed 
accoiint  of  the  remainder  of  that  afternoon's 
sport ;  sufiice  to  say  that  at  four  o'clock  Martin- 
dale  announced  that  the  fiftieth  fish  had  been 
caught,  and  I  immediately  left  the  water  and  sat 
down  upon  the  bank.  I  had  then  a  couple  of 
miles  left  of  beautiful  streams  and  the  fish  still 
on  the  feed,  but  I  had  spoken  the  word  and 
adhered  to  it.  Great  were  the  rejoicings  when  I 
reached  the  Red  Lion  again ;  the  whole  catch 
covei'ed  a  large  tea  tray,  and  consisted  of  forty- 
six  trout  and  four  grayling  which,  when  weighed 
by  the  landlord,  J.  W.  Binns,  was  proclaimed  to 
be  21^1b.  So  much  for  the  trout  day ;  now  for 
the  one  with  the  grayling. 

It  was  on  Nov.  26  in  the  same  year  that  I  was 
making  the  same  journey,  but  how  different  the 
surroundings ;  still,  however,  equally  beautiful  in 
their  way.  It  was  a  sharp  frosty  night,  with  a 
full  moon  shining  through  the  bare  branches  of 
the  lofty  trees.  There  was  a  thin  scattering  of 
snow  on  the  ground,  but  not  sufficient  to  impede 
the  pedestrians'  progress,  and  I  strode  briskly 
along,  my  footsteps  ringing  out  clearly  in  the 
sharp  frosty  air.  Anon,  a  startled  rabbit  would 
dart  across  my  path,  and  the  lights  twinkled  here 
and  there  from  the  farmsteads  in  the  valley. 

Appletreewick  at  last,  and  at  the  New  Inn  a 
good  roaring  fire  and  a  hot  supper  awaiting  me. 

On  this  occasion  I  was  going  to  swim  the  worm 
for  grayling,  and  there  was  no  need  to  start  until 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  so  I  had  a  good 
breakfast  before  hand,  and  about  9  30  I  started  at 
Mill  Island,  a  little  way  above  the  village.  The 
morning  was  bright  and  frosty,  the  grass  white 
with  hoar-frost,  and  the  hedgerows  sparkling 
with  icicles ;  the  river  low  and  clear  as  it  was  on 
the  trouting  day. 

Once  more  I  was  in  luck's  way,  and  the  tiny 
red-topped  float  had  not  sailed  very  far  before  it 
gave  indication,  and  the  next  moment  a  fib. 
grayling  was  fighting  for  his  liberty.  On  this 
occasion  I  fished  down  the  river  instead  of  up, 
and,  by  order,  Martindale  met  me  at  Drebbly 
Stepping  Stones  about  twelve  o'clock  with  a  can 
of  hot  mulled  ale. 

I  fished  after  that  down  to  Barden  Bridge,  and 
reeled  up  about  four  o'clock,  when  I  could  no 
longer  see  my  little  float ;  but  by  that  time  my 
pannier  was  full,  and  so  were  the  keeper's  pockets. 

We  walked  back  by  the  road,  over  two  miles  in 
distance,  and  although  it  was  freezing  hard,  we 
were  both  of  us  bathed  in  perspiration  when  we 
reached  the  New  Inn.  The  village  butcher,  Mr. 
Hartley  Spencer,  was  in  the  kitchen  on  our 
arrival,  and  he  counted  and  weighed  the  fish. 
Result,  forty-four  grayling,  weighing  2841b. ;  and 
during  the  whole  day  I  only  caught  three  trout, 
which  of  course  were  returned. 

This  I  consider  incontestable  proof  that,  if 
fished  for  during  their  respective  seasons,  both 
trout  and  grayling  can  exist  side  by  side,  and 
yield  excellent  sport.  On  the  length  of  the 
Wharfe  about  which  I  have  been  writing  there 
are  no  other  fish  in  the  water,  so  that  if  the  angler 
hooks  a  good  fish,  he  knows  at  once  that  it  is 
either  a  trout  or  a  grayling.  No  salmon  ascend 
so  high,  consequently  there  are  no  pestering 
salmon  fry  to  either  annoy  the  angler  or  usurp 
the  food.  One  of  your  contributors  remarks  that 
possibly  grayling  increase  because  they  are  not  so 
much  fished  for  as  trout.  That  may  be  the  case, 
but  in  Yorkshire  there  are  now  twenty  winter 
grayling  fishers  to  one  twenty  years  ago.  When 
I  first  commenced  angling,  some  thirty-five  years 
ago,  I  seldom  used  to  meet  anyone  on  the 
river's  bank  during  November  and  December,  but 


it  is  different  now.  Hawes,  on  the  Yore,  is 
another  place  where  I  have  made  heavy  baskets 
of  both  trout  and  grayling  in  their  respective 
seasons,  and  there  exactly  the  same  condition 
of  affairs  exist  as  at  Burnsall. 

With  regard  to  eating  spawn,  I  say  that  the 
trout  eat  far  more  grayling  spawn  than  grayling 
do  of  theirs,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  trout 
run  up  the  becks  out  of  their  way,  and  most 
certainly  the  grayling  do  not  follow  them, 
whereas  the  latter  always  spawn  on  the  shallows 
in  the  main  river  just  at  a  time  when  the  trout 
are  getting  into  condition  and  are  frequenting 
the  same  water.  Then,  again,  with  regard  to  the 
fry,  who  is  the  worst  offender  in  that  case  ? 

In  recording  these  two  memorable  days  there 
is  just  one  tinge  of  sadness  in  the  recollection  of 
them,  viz.,  the  fact  that  Jno.  Ramsden  and  his 
good  wife,  who  were  host  and  hostess  at  the  New 
Inn,  now  sleep  side  by  side  in  the  quiet  little 
churchyard  at  Bolton  Abbey.    Days  of  Yore. 


ANDERSON'S  IMPROVED  NON- 
SLIPPING  PIKE  BOOTS. 


Some  years  ago  we  recommended  one  or  two 
improvements  in  their  rubber  knee  boots,  viz., 
nails  in  the  heel,  and  with  the  rubber  soles  deeply 
scored  across  to  prevent  slipping,  and  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson,  of  37,  Queen 
Victoria-street,  EC,  have  had  a  large  sale  for 
them  for  pike  fishing  and  general  fishing  in  the 
winter.  We  are  glad  to  say  they  have  now  again 
greatly  improved  the  quality  of  the  boots,  and 
also  altered  the  pattern  of  the  grooving  in  the 


soles  to  prevent  side-slipping — in  the  old  boots 
the  grooves  went  straight  across ;  in  the  new  ones, 
as  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  grooves 
have  a  broad  arrow  shape  which  is  certainly  a 
much  better  plan.  These  boots  are  absolutely 
waterproof,  and,  being  lined  with  felt,  they  are  the 
most  comfortable  and  warm  to  wear  that  we  have 
ever  tried ;  then  they  are  so  easily  put  on  and 
taken  off,  and  so  easily  cleaned,  that  it  is  no 
wonder  there  is  a  large  sale  for  them. 

Some  day  Messrs.  Anderson  will  be  able  to 
make  them  a  brown  leather  colour,  and  then  they 
will  be  Al  for  dry  fly  fishing  in  streams  which 
run  through  water  meadows.  The  dark  colour 
makes  them  too  hot  for  summer  wear. 


THERE  ARE  DATS. 


There  are ;  there  are ;  it  is  as  certain  as  that 
with  the  yellowing  of  the  leaves  trout  fishing 
closes.  I  discovered  it  for  myself  one  lovely  day 
last  July  when  I  was  on  a  visit  to  a  country 
house  in  Blankshire,  and  it  came  about  thus  : 

I  had  just  arrived  and  viewed  with  delight  the 
beautiful  rigidly  preserved  stretch  of  river 
winding  through  the  demesne,  though  I  thought 
it  looked  too  thickly  fringed  with  trees,  &c.,  for 
the  fly.  On  my  very  first  evening  I  was  taking 
an  ante-prandial  stroll  along  the  bank  with  a 
daughter  of  the  house,  a  flaxen-haired,  blue-eyed 
siren  of  eighteen,  and  we  drifted  into  fishy  talk. 
As  we  loitered  along,  the  flop,  flop  of  sundry 
heavy  trout  led  me  to  give  a  dissertation  on  our 
craft  to  Miss  Olga  M.,  and  I  soon  found  that  it 
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THE   PARLIAMENTARY  AQUARIUM. 

OONSKBVATIVE,  LiBEEAL,  RADICAL  &,C. 
(From  Punch's  Almanack  for  1901.     Drawn  by  E.  T.  Beed.     Copyright— By  permission  of  Messrs.  Bradbury,  Agnew  &  Co.  Ltd.) 


Key  to  the  Fish  in  the  Parliamentabt  AQUAEiuiM. 

Some  of  us  at  the  Ply  Fishers'  Olub  the  other  evening  were  roaring  over  Punch's  splendid  fish  picture,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  said  to  me, 
"  Marston,  you  ought  to  have  that  picture  in  the  Fishing  Gazette."  I  thought  it  was  an  excellent  suggestion,  and  here  it  is,  by  permission  of  the 
proprietors  of  Punch.    The  following  key  is  as  near  as  I  can  get  it  in  the  harry  of  going  to  press  with  our  Christmas  Number. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 


Beftini  ing  at  the  top  left-hand  corner,  the  middle  fisfure  of  the  three  out  in  the 
cold  lor  ks  like  Oom  Paul,  and  No.  3,  Mr.  OourtDsy.  Half  in  and  half  out  of  water 
swims  Mr.  John  Morley ;  juat  behind  him  is  Sir  Howard  Vincei»t.  On  the  left-hand 
side,  under  Mr.  Krnger,  is  Lord  Halsbury  ;  on  his  riaht,  sticking  to  the  bank  is 
Mr.  W.  H  Luoy  ("Toby.  H.T.,"  of  Punch) ;  next  is  Sir  Eichard  Webster,  as  a  skate  ; 
the  graceful  jelly  fish  is  Mr.  Leoby,  and  then  comes  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt.  In  the 
lext  row  we  have  the  gamesfc  fish  of  the  lot,  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  as  a  cock 
salmon,  or  well-mended  kelt  (according  to  the  political  view  of  the  onlooker). 
Behind  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  (with  Mr.  Ritchie  over  him), 
and  in  front,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  pi3tnre,  Mr.  Timothy  Healy  looks  on  at 
the  murder  of  the  innocents. 


Lord  Salisbury  begins  the  next  row  on  the  left.  Then  come  Mr.  Labouchere, 
Sir  Edward  Grey  (a  famous  angler),  and  just  ovar  his  tail  are  Mr.  Redmond  and 
Mr.  Llojd  George,  olcse  to  Mr.  Balfour's  face.  Undfr  Lord  Salisbury  is  the  Duke 
of  Davonsbire,  with  Lord  Rosebery  in  close  opposition.  Mr.  Ashmead  Bartlett 
swims  behind  Lord  Rosebery,  then  the  cinger-like  Sir  Hicks-Beach  looks  as  if  he 
would  get  foul  hooked  by  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,  the  octopus. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  aquarium  on  the  left  is  Mr.  Chaplin,  then  Mr.  Fowler  and 
Sir  Campbell  Bannerman,  with  Sir  Albert  Rollit  in  the  background,  between  them ; 
the  member  for  Whitehaven  figures  as  the  jovial  poisson  in  the  right-hand  corner — 
it  might  be  a  libel  to  identify  t&e  fishy  looking  legal  luminary  in  the  foresround. 

B.  B.  M. 


470 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Deobmbbr  22,  1900 


was  not  to  be  the  agreeable  episode  of  Walton 
and  Venator.  By  no  means.  I  found  my  views 
actually  traversed  by  this  young  lady  when  we 
discussed  dry  fly,  spent  gnat,  &.c.  Now,  1  was 
listened  to  with  respect  by  Mr.  Farlow  when  I 
paid  him  a  visit,  and,  as  an  angler,  thought  no 
small  beer  of  myself  (pardon  the  vulgarity),  and 
to  find  my  favourite  dressings  condemned  by  a 
miss  in  her  teens — an  awfully  fetching  little 
beauty,  too— was,  to  say  the  least,  bewildering. 
My  fair  companion  informed  me  she  had  got  four 
brace  that  very  day  with  Bluebottles. 

"  I  got  my  big  one  here,"  said  she,  "  a  2^- 

Sounder,"  pointing  to  a  small  space  between  over- 
anging  boughs,  "  and  didn't  he  play,  just  ?  I 
had  to  butt  him  out  of  that  branch  that  dips  in ; 
but  my  little  greenheart  can  do  anything." 

"I  have  another,"  said  I,  "a  jolly  little  11- 
footer,  only  weighs  lOoz.  I  must  show  it  you ; 
it's  killed  some  whackers." 

"  Oh,"  she  rejoined,  "  I  lost  two  monsters  to- 
day ;  I'm  sure  they  were  4-pounders  at  least." 

I  felt  a  little  piqued  somehow.  I  would  show 
this  dainty  angler  what  a  man  could  do.  I  know 
it  was  a  nasty  thing — horrid,  in  fact^but  I 
offered  her  a  wager  (a  box  of  gloves)  that  I  would 
double  her  take  on  the  morrow. 

To  my  surprise  she  accepted  with  alacrity, 
clapping  her  hands,  and  adding  with  a  delicious 
little  ripple  of  a  laugh,  "  Oh,  how  jolly.  Mind, 
Capt.  N.,  sixes  are  my  size,"  and  then  she  ran 
right  away  into  the  house  laughing. 

I  confess  I  was  hooked  myself,  and  felt  that  I 
would  give  my  whole  fishing  paraphernalia  to 
win. 

The  next  day  came  in  cloudless,  scorching,  and 
without  a  breath  of  wind. 

There  was  considerable  chaff  at  breakfast,  and 
my  host  and  pere  de  la  damoiselle  said :  "  N.,  my 
boy,  you  will  have  to  do  all  you  know.  I  can  tell 
you  this  young  woman  knows  what  she  is  about. 
She  made  the  best  basket  here  bar  one,  and  that 

was  got  by   ,"  naming  one  of  the  most 

brilliant  fishermen  in  England. 

At  length  we  set  off,  each  to  the  farther  ends 
of  the  water — about  two  miles — and  we  were  to 
cross  each  other  and  parade  our  baskets  at  5  p.m. 
sharp.  My  rival  was  equipped  in  a  neat 
heather  tweed  "Norfolk"  and  skirt,  with  ditto 
cap  and  stout  bottines,  and  carried  a  light 
pannier,  stained  green,  a  small  landing-net,  and 
a  dear  little  10ft.  greenheart.  I  made  her  a  low 
bow,  she  curtsied  to  the  ground,  and  we  separated. 
I  meant  to  use  the  wily  wum  and  try  what  Mr. 
Blakey  calls  "  bush  fishing."  I  knew  it  would  be 
just  the  thing  with  extra  fine  gut.  I  put  on  an 
Edinburgh  Pinktail  and  surveyed  a  deep  spot 
under  the  boughs  of  a  big  tree.  I  peeped 
through  the  leaves.  Tes,  there  he  was ;  a  trout 
of  at  least  21b.  roving  about  and  coming  to  the 
surface  every  now  and  then.  Now  for  it.  I  put 
the  pink  'un  a  foot  behind  him,  at  which  he 

turned  quickly  and  in  him  by  Jove !  Whir-r-r ! 

What  a  rush !  I  dared  not  stop  him,  and  he 
made  straight  for  a  confounded  submerged  bough, 
and  was  fast  round  it  in  a  moment.  I  slackened 
line,  thinking  he  might  untwist  himself ;  but  no, 
and  back  came  my  collar  minus  the  hook.  1 
tied  on  another,  and  soon  espied  another  grand 
fish  stirring  near  the  bank.  Surely  he  won't 
refuse.  No ;  he  has  it,  and  after  a  bit  I  have  him — 
2Ib.  good.  Under  the  next  tree  I  hooked  another, 
and  held  on  all  I  could,  giving  him  yard  by  yard. 
"  Well  done,  Farlow,  that  gut  is  bad  to  beat ;  " 
and  now  he  is  safe  in  the  net — l^lb.  I  tried 
another  spot  ventre  a  terre.  "  Oh !  bother  these 
branches,  there's  a  fish,  a  3-pounder  at  least." 
The  worm  goes  near  him,  is  taken,  and  away  he 
rushes  "  deep  struck."  Thank  goodness,  he  is 
heading  out  straight,  and — what  the  deuce! 
straight  for  a  smaU  snag  I  hadn't  observed.  I 
give  him  the  butt ;  no  use,  he  is  round  it.  Snap ! 
and  away  goes  half  my  collar.  I  feel  limp,  but 
put  on  another.  I  drop  the  bait  into  a  deep  at 
the  edge,  gently,  so  he  has  it.  Whirr-r  again,  and 
a  stiff  battle  till  the  net  receives  him — Iflb.  I 
wonder  how  Miss  Olga  is  doing.  The  whole  bank 
is  lined  by  trees  and  bushes,  and  under  a  spread- 
ing beech  I  descry  two  beauties.  Motionless  I 
kneel,  and  send  out  a  fat  Pinktail.  It  was 
grabbed  at  once,  and,  with  a  rush  and  a  frantic 
somersault,  he  is  gone,  and  so  is  my  collar.  I  had 
not  eased  off  and  lowered  my  point  in  time.  I 
had  only  another  collar  left,  and  at  the  first 
throw  (a  difficult  one)  it  got  hung  up  in  a  low 


branch  far  out.  Pull  devil,  pull  baker;  gone 
again.  I  had  just  fixed  a  hook  on  a  fly  casting  line, 
when  I  heard  a  bellow  behind  and  stamping.  Turn- 
ing, I  beheld  a  huge  brindled  bull  about  forty  yards 
off,  regarding  me  with  undisguised,  if  undesirable, 
interest.  Fortunately  for  me  thei'e  was  one  of 
the  few  climbable  trees  at  my  elbow,  and  I  was 
up  it  like  a  coon.  The  bull  rushed  beneath  and 
behaved  as  these  fishermen's  curses  usually  do. 
He  treed  me  for  at  least  two  hours,  during  which 
I  smoked  and  blessed  him,  and  then  a  keeper, 
noticing  the  position,  brought  some  labourers 
and  herded  him  into  a  distant  field.  I  went  to 
work  again,  but  they  had  gone  off.  Confound 
that  bull!  I  was  now  passed  by  my  fair  rival, 
in  silence,  as  decided  on.  I  thought  I  saw  a 
mischievous  twinkle  in  her  eye.  But  no  matter. 
During  the  last  two  hours  I  got  one  lib.  fish,  and 
lost  four  through  impatience  and  over  anxiety 
tokiU. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  hall  door  Mr.  M.  held  up 
his  watch.  "  Five  minutes  late,  N.,"  quoth  he, 
while  Miss  Olga,  who  was  beside  him,  with 
flushed  cheeks  and  dancing  blue  eyes,  cried, 
"  And  now  for  the  baskets.  Sir  Izaak ! "  They 
were  duly  turned  out  on  two  large  trays  brought 
by  a  flunkey.  "  Hang  the  fellow !  Did  I  see 
him  grin?    I'll  tip  him — rather."    Well,  my 


■ 


mouth  fairly  watered  at  the  sight,  and  I  felt 
horribly  cheap  and  second-hand.  On  my  lady's 
tray  were  five  and  a  half  brace  of  beauties  indeed. 
They  weighed  231b-,  the  best  three  averaging  31b. 
each,  and  all  victims  to  the  Bluebottle. 

I  meanly  hung  on  to  the  bull  adventure  as  a 
saving  clause,  and  though  I  got  a  well  won  box 
of  best  sixes,  and  afterwards  vindicated  my 
angling  reputation,  I  fear  I  had  fallen  in  her 
esteem,  for  Miss  M.  refused  me  and  married 
another  fellow — who  couldn't  fish  at  all — shortly 
afterwards.  Black  Hackle. 


SPRING  ON  THE  AYNB. 


In  the  "  good  old  days  "  (when  our  forefathers 
wore  powdered  queues,  and  knee-breeches,  and 
buckled  shoes — when  railways  were  things  un- 
dreamed of  by  the  most  advanced  thinkers,  and 
the  arrival  or  departure  of  the  stage  coach  was 
the  event  of  the  day  in  many  a  score  of  secluded 
villages),  to  wit,  in  1799,  and  for  aught  I  know  for 
centuries  before  that,  there  ran  through  a  pleasant 
vale  edged  with  gently-rising  meadows  and  fields, 
a  merry  little  brook,  whose  name  the  Ordnance 
Survey  hath  it  is  the  Ayne,  that,  after  gurgling 
and  splashing  for  three  or  four  miles  or  more  over 
its  pebbly  bed,  and  picking  up  a  companion  brook- 


let here  and  there  to  join  it  company  on  its  swift 
journey,  emerged  boldly  into  a  full-grown  river ; 
and,  losing  its  identity  along  with  a  crowd  of 
other  little  brooks  and  streamlets,  was,  after 
many  a  long  and  weary  mile,  at  last  swept  out 
through  a  wide,  muddy  estuary  into  the  sea. 

Up  till  then  the  little  Ayne  had  led  a  holiday 
existence,  but  somewhere  between  1800  and  1801 
there  came  upon  the  scene  a  man  who  considei'ed 
the  brook  had  had  a  sufficient  spell  of  idleness, 
and  should  now  do  something  to  justify  its 
existence.  So  he  proceeded,  at  the  most  suitable 
spot,  to  dig  out  a  wide  mill-head,  build  a  dam, 
and  thereon  erect  a  mill. 

I  never  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  this 
worthy  man,  having  been  inconveniently  bom 
some  sixty-eight  years  later,  but  if  the  conse- 
quences of  his  building  that  mill — now  grey, 
time-worn,  and  weather-stained — were  as  satis- 
factory to  him  as  they  have  been  to  me  his  labour 
was  not  without  its  reward. 

For  the  eddying,  lapping  miU-pool  formed 
below  the  sluices  became  the  haunt  of  numbers 
of  the  bright,  glistening,  speckled  trout  that  had 
run  up  from  the  bigger  stream  below,  and  had 
become  so  well  satisfied  with  their  surroundings 
that  they  elected  to  remain,  while  not  a  few 
adventurous  youngsters  pushed  on  still  further 


through  the  creaming  rush  of  the  sluices,  and 
fixed  their  abode  in  the  quieter,  wider  stretch 
above  the  mill-head,  where  their  descendants  may 
still  be  seen  making  rings  on  the  placid  surface 
on  still  spring  evenings.  Bright,  lusty  fellows 
they  are,  varying  from  Jib.  to  lib.,  rather  more 
silvery  than  the  usual  run  of  brook  trout,  plump, 
shapely,  and  well  nurtured  on  a  generous  diet  of 
fly,  caddis,  and  minnow,  game  to  the  last,  and  a 
thing  of  joy  to  the  hungry  angler  at  his  supper- 
table. 

The  indulgent  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
appear  to  lend  a  sympathetic  hearing  to  even 
simple  angling  reminiscences,  so  I  dare  hope  I 
shall  not  be  ruled  out  of  order  if  I  pause  for  a 
moment  to  conjure  up  a  memory  of  a  few  out  of 
many  happy  hours  I  have  spent  at  this  old  mill 
on  the  Ayne.  I  remember  well  one  opening  day 
(or  rather  afternoon)  of  the  season.  It  had  been 
a  long  and  cruel  winter,  lasting  well  on  into  early 
spring,  and  the  snow  patches  had  hardly  a  week 
or  two  since  still  lain  in  the  ditches  and  on  the 
shady  north  side  of  the  hedgerows  as  it  will  some- 
times even  into  May.  But  now  at  last  a  day  of 
glorious  sunshine  and  balmy  south-western  air 
had  come  to  usher  in  the  spring.  The  hedges 
were  putting  forth  a  brave  show  of  buds, 
and  in  the  warm  sheltered  hollows  one's^eyes 
were  gladdened  once  more  by  the   sight  of 


A  Quaint  Spot  on  thk  Aynk. 
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the  clumps  of  primroses.  What  angler  could 
let  his  rod  lie  idle  at  a  time  like  this  ?  So  down 
the  steep,  winding  lane  from  the  railway  station 
we  came,  "  full  to  the  brim  "  with  the  exhilaration 
of  living  on  such  a  day,  and  with  minds  charged 
high  with  hope.  When  our  greetings  and  hand- 
shakings with  the  genial  tenant  of  the  mill  and 
his  family,  rigging  up  of  rods  and  tackle,  and 
lighting  of  pipes  were  accomplished,  we  proceeded, 
with  that  intense  enthusiasm  which  only  Belongs 
to  "  opening  days,"  to  cast  the  first  fly  of  the 
season.  The  trout  seemed  to  share  the  en- 
thusiasm, for  in  a  short  time,  to  March  Brown,  we 
creeled  six  brace  of  very  well  conditioned  fish. 
Then,  as  the  afternoon  waned,  as  they  would  rise 
no  more  we  hunted  up  a  few  worms,  and,  on  fine 
float  tackle,  angled  in  the  deepish  water  above  the 
sluice  gates,  where  worm  or  minnow  is  usually  more 
deadly  than  fly  early  in  the  season.  Later,  as  the 
light  of  the  departing  sun  gleamed  on  the  dusty  old 
mill  windows,  came  a  tray  bearing  delicious  bread 
and  butter,  cakes,  and  fragrant  tea,  provided  by 
kindly  Mrs.  H.,  who  knows  that  anglers,  when 
the  fever  is  on  them,  cannot  bear  to  relinquish 
their  rods  for  indoor  comforts.  And  then  there 
was  forced  unwillingly  upon  us  the  conviction 
that  it  was  getting  too  dark  to  fish  any  more, 
and  that  if  we  were  to  catch  our  train  we  must 
go,  and  with  a  cheery  "Good  night"  from 
Mr.  H.  ringing  through  the  dusk,  we  took  our 
way  to  the  station,  well  satisfied  with  our 
opening  day  on  the  Ayne. 

There  are  good  fish  in  this  diminutive  trout 
stream,  occasionally  running  to  31b.,  while  bigger 
fellows  come  up  in  the  autumn  to  spawn.  With 


selves  such  waters  my  wish  for  them  is  that  their 
lines  may  be  cast  in  as  pleasant  places,  and  their 
welcome  be  as  cordial,  and  the  hospitality  ex- 
tended to  them  as  hearty  and  bountiful  as 
it  has  been  my  lot  to  receive  from  my  well- 
remembered  friends  at  the  old  mill  on  the  Ayne. 

C.  H.  T. 


SEA  TROUT  IN  A  KINDLY  NORTH 
WIND. 


The  glitter  of  a  star  all  depends  upon  the  eye 
looking  up  at  it.    It  may  be  cold  or  kindly. 

If  you  are  a  keen  curler,  skater,  or  curling  and 
skating  be  the  seasonable  sports,  there  is  nothing 
more  hopeful  than  a  bright  and  twinkling  star  in 
a  cold,  clear  sky,  with  a  little  north  wind  coming 
in  icy  puffs  from  the  home  of  frost.  Each  little 
blast  is  the  harbinger  of  the  roar  of  the  stone  or 
the  crisp  cut  of  the  skate  on  the  ice. 

If,  however,  you  are  looking  up  at  the  stars 
under  such  conditions  in  mid- October  in  the 
Outer  Hebrides,  if  it  is  your  ambition  to  kiU  some 
of  the  last  sea  trout  of  the  season,  you  will  regard 
each  star  as  a  personal  enemy,  and  every  twinkle 
as  the  essence  of  stellar  malice  long-shafted  over 
the  interminable  leagues  of  space  to  mock  all 
your  hopes  of  the  morrow. 

The  writer  felt  all  this  when  he  stood  under  the 
stars  by  a  tidal  pool  of  South  Uist  on  a  cold, 
clear,  still  night  of  nipping  and  eager  air,  and 
watched  the  little  pools  slowly  taking  on  a  cover- 
ing of  iautumn  ice,  a  strange  sight  at  the  season  on 


It  was  a  ticklish  position,  and  one  which  called 
for  prompt  action.  Under  such  circumstances 
one  must,  by  force  or  by  guile,  make  the  fish 
swim  outwards. 

With  strong  tackle  one  may  risk  the  sheer 
brutality  of  butt ;  but  it  is  higher  art  and  better 
water-craft  to  appear  to  yield  by  a  slight  relaxa- 
tion, carefully  timed  and  regulated  in  degree, 
which  gives  the  fish  the  idea  that  he  is  free,  and 
so  makes  him  swim  away  from  a  perilous  feeding 
place  where  the  flies  have  iron  spines  and  carry 
lances. 

Yet  there  is  a  risk  in  such  a  proceeding.  The 
relaxing  of  the  strain  allows  the  hook  to  fall,  so 
to  speak,  and  if  the  fish  shakes  its  head  it  may 
well  eject  the  barb  altogether. 

Still,  as  this  is  the  lesser  danger,  as  it  is  the 
higher  art,  it  is  the  better  plan  of  the  two. 

In  this  instance  it  succeeded,  and  the  fish  sailed 
quietly  away  from  the  reeds,  to  rush  like  a  mad 
thing  still  further  from  their  sanctuary  when  the 
strain  was  renewed. 

Yet  he  too  eventually  escaped,  the  relaxing  of 
the  strain  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight  having, 
perhaps,  loosened  the  hold. 

This  was  a  bad  start;  but,  luckily,  the 
three  next  fish — whose  capture  occupied  two 
hours — were  all  landed.  None  of  them  were 
over  l^lb. 

Then  followed  a  blank  hour — an  hour  of 
fruitless  casting  on  a  surface  ruffled  by  a  cold 
wind  and  bathed  in  the  watery  sunshine  of  autumn. 

It  was  becoming  obvious  that  the  fish  were  in  a 
non-taking  mood,  or  that  they  were  not  in  their 
usual  haunts.   Under  such  circumstances  a  search 


The  Land  of  Lakes. 


A?,"  Rise"  of  Cows. 


fly  I  nevei  caught  them  above  lib.  Their  rise  is 
rather  uncertain,  and  I  am  grieved  to  say  they 
have  an  undue  partiality  for  minnow.  I  basketed 
a  brace  of  capital  fish  to  minnow  above  the  sluices 
one  cold,  raw  morning  in  April,  my  eventually 
landing  them  being  certainly  due  to  the  ready 
assistance  of  good  Mrs.  H.  with  the  landing  net. 
Later  on  in  the  season,  unfortunately,  the  water 
above  the  mill  suffers  from  a  "  plague  of 
gudgeon,"  these  little  wretches  being  up  there  in 
hundreds,  and,  curiously  enough,  constantly 
leaping  out  of  the  water,  keeping  one's  nerves 
constantly  on  the  rack,  through  imagining  the 
splash,  for  an  instant,  to  be  a  rise.  I  do  not 
know  whether  this  is  a  frequent  habit  of  gudgeon, 
and  have  never  observed  it  elsewhere,  but  it  may 
be  a  trick  to  rid  themselves  of  spawn,  where  the 
bottom  is  not  sufficiently  rough.  The  trout  work 
far  up  the  stream,  even  to  where  it  becomes  a 
mere  rivulet,  across  which  one  could  spring,  and 
the  stock  seems  to  be  constantly  replenished  from 
the  main  river.  Perhaps  it  is  expedient  to  observe 
that  the  stream  is  strictly  preserved. 

Such  little  streams  often  give  the  angler  who 
is  not  over-exacting,  and  who  uses  suitable  rod 
and  tackle,  and  has  a  keen  eye  for  fishy  spots  and 
a  well-trained  hand  and  wrist  (for  it  is  "  canny  " 
work,  and  delicate,  too,  fishing  in  such  compara- 
tively confined  space),  very  satisfying  sport. 
There  are  plenty — aye,  scores — of  such  streams 
yet  in  our  homeland  which  are  passed  over  by  the 
unobservant  angler,  many  of  which  can  be  fished 
on  proper  application,  and  will  yield  their  quota 
of  trout,  and  if  any  of  the  readers  of  these 
remarks  are  led  by  them  to  exploi'e  for  them- 


the  Islands  which  lie  in  the  warm  current  of  the 
stream. 

And  when  the  day  dawned  calm  but  hard,  with 
a  bright  but  cold  sun  shining  out  of  a  clear  blue 
wintry  sky,  the  conditions  looked  so  hopeless  that 
only  the  knowledge  that  it  was  his  last  chance  on 
Lower  Kildonan  for  the  season  justified  angling 
in  its  waters  at  all. 

On  the  loch  there  was  a  little  breeze,  a  cold, 
small  air  from  the  north  which  made  just 
sufficient  ripple  on  the  lake  not  to  necessitate  the 
very  finest  tackle  one  dare  use.  Its  more  sheltered 
portions  were  for  the  most  part  glassy  calm,  and 
not  a  fish  broke  its  surface  from  shore  to  shore. 

But  for  all  its  lack  of  promise,  the  lake  was 
prepared  to  illustrate  the  chief  charm  of  loch 
fishing — its  dramatic  provision  of  the  unexpected. 

We  had  scarcely  traversed  thirty  yards  of  water 
when  a  good  fish  came  with  a  quick  boiling  rush  at 
the  tail  fly  (a  Red  Stuart),  and  the  hook  went 
home.  He  was  a  quiet  fighter,  a  bad  sign  amongst 
the  non-spawners  of  lithe  activity,  for  it  generally 
means  a  lightly-hooked  fish. 

ISTor  was  this  an  exception  to  the  rule.  The 
fish  finally  did  shake  free  after  four  minutes  of 
dull  and  uninteresting  play. 

Down  the  western  bed  of  reeds  a  fine  ripple 
was  curling  the  very  excellent  water  which  lies 
along  all  their  length — water  haunted  alike  by  the 
big  "  springer "  of  March  and  April  and  the 
bright  non-spawner  of  late  October. 

Each  cast  one  expected  a  fish,  and  at  length 
one  came  up,  a  heavy  trout  which  must  have  been 
lying  right  at  the  edge  of  the  reeds,  for  it  took  the 
Black  and  Silver  a  foot  from  its  rustling  allies. 


of  the  small  bays  and  out-of-the-way  comers  is 
the  best  plan. 

In  this  case  it  was  at  once  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. Two  fish  of  under  2lb.  each  were  at  once 
killed  in  a  little  bay  between  the  weeds,  and  then 
still  further  in  a  fish  rose  in  a  very  awkward 
place.  On  all  sides  were  reeds,  with  just  one 
narrow  place  of  exit.  He  was  a  good  fish  of  over 
4lb.,  and  if  once  roused  was  bound  to  get  oif. 
However,  by  careful  nursing  and  humouring  he 
was  persuaded  to  swim  quietly  out  by  the  narrow 
channel.  Once  in  the  open  the  rest  was  easy,  and 
he  was  soon  led  to  the  net  for  doom — a  victim  to 
the  Red  Stuart. 

Two  more  fish  of  fair  size  were  killed  near  the 
same  place,  and  another  which  came  wildly  was 
missed.  The  search  of  the  reeds  had  yielded  five 
fish  from  4ilb.  to  Ulb. 

Thereafter  a  useless  period  was  experienced  in 
the  open  until  it  was  almost  dark  and  dead  calm. 
Then  two  3-pounders  were  killed,  one  of  which 
came  at  the  fly  with  such  lingering  hesitancy  that 
the  arm  had  to  be  almost  doubled  behind  the  back 
to  keep  the  fly  to  him.  He  was  a  very  difficult 
fish  to  hook,  and  his  killing  was  the  crowning 
mercy  of  a  good  day  and  a  good  bag  made  under 
adverse,  trying,  and  apparently  hopeless  con- 
ditions. Hamish  Stuast. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amatenr  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices ;  or  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian,"  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
past  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  M^stoD  and  Co.. 
St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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THE  SEDGE  FLIES  OR  CADDIS 
FLIES. 

Scientific  Names  :  Phryganidx  (A  Dry  Stick)  and 
Trichoptera  (''hairy  Tviags  ")• 
(laoludes  the  Caperers,   Silver  Horna,  Grannom,  and 
Welshman's  Button.) 


Bt  R.  B.  Marston. 
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The  bait  fisher  as  well  as  the  fly-fisher 
I  hope,  find  this  illustrated  article  of  use  as 
well  as^  interest,  as  a  knowledge  of  the  caddis 
or  case  flies  will  often  enable  the  angler  to  get 
very  deadly  baits  out  of  the  river  itself  when 
his  stock]of  worms,  &c.,  has  given  out. 

(See 'a 'similarly  illustrated  article  on  the  May 
Fly,  &c.,  in  the  F.G.  for  March  4,  1899.) 
^It  is  interesting  to  find  from  Pictet's  preface 
to  his  great  monograph  on  the  Phryganidw  that 
one  motive  in  undertaking  it  was  to  gain  the  Sir 
Humphry  Davy  Prize. 

It  was  at  Geneva,  where  Pictet  lived  and 
studied,  that  Sir  Humphry  died  on  his  way  home 
from  Italy.  The  Academy  of  Science  of  Geneva, 
in  honour  of  the  great  chemist,  attended  his 
funeral  in  a  body,  and  with  the  interest  of  a  sum 
of  £100,  given  "  in  memoriam  "  by  Sir  Humphry's 
widow,  established  a  bi-annual  prize  for  the  best 
essay  in  physical  and  natural  science. 

The  prize  was  first  awarded  in  1833,  and  won 
by  Pictet  for  his  work,  then  in  manuscript,  on 
the  Phryganidse.  Davy  would  have  been  delighted 
with  this  admirable  work,  with  its  exquisite  hand- 
painted  engravings  from  drawings  by  Pictet 
himself.  In  his  "  Salmonia ;  or,  Days  of  Ply 
Fishing,"  Davy  regi-ets  that  he  is  unable  to  give 
much  information  from  his  own  observation,  and 
adds,  "though  the  English  are  peculiarly  the  fly 
fishing  nation,  yet  our  philosophical  anglers  have 
not  contributed  much  to  this  department  of 
science,  and  what  has  been  done  is  principally  by 
foreigners."  In  his  chapter  on  Entomology  he 
gives  some  account  of  the  Phryganese,  but 
mistakenly  includes  the  Alder  and  the  Willow 
Fly  among  them.  He  also  says  that  the 
PhryganeiB  lay  then-  eggs  on  the  leaves  of  willows, 
or  other  trees  which  overhang  the  water,  and  the 
larvae  when  hatched  fall  into  the  water,  and  then 
proceed  to  make  cases  of  sticks,  stones,  &c.,  as 
protection.  Pictet,  who  for  years  carefully  and 
constantly  observed  the  life  history  of  these  flies, 
says  that  "  some  authors  have  seen  the  eggs  out 
of  the  water  on  the  leaves  of  plants,  but  I  have 
never  found  them  in  that  position." 

By  far  the  best  account  of  the  Alder  Fly  is  that 
given  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  in  his  "Dry  Fly  Ento- 
mology," from  which  it  appears  that  it  belongs  to 
the  Sialidaj,  and  that  there  are  only  two  species 
in  our  islands — Sialis  lutaria  and  Sialis  fuli- 
ginosa. 

The  Alder  Fly  lays  its  eggs  on  sedges,  grass, 
&c.,  near  the  water,  and  the  larva  makes  its  way 
to  the  water  as  soon  as  hatched,  and  buries  itsehE 
in  the  mud,  where  it  lives  and  feeds  for  about  a 
year.  Before  its  change  to  the  fly  stage  arrives 
it  leaves  the  water  and  buries  itself  some  Gin.  or 
Sin.  in  the  ground,  where,  in  a  cavity  it  has  made, 
its  pupa  changes  to  the  imago,  which  makes  its 
way  to  the  surface,  leaving  its  cast  skin  behind  it. 

The  Willow  Fly  is  also  given  by  Sir  Humphry 
Davy  as  one  of  the  Phryganidse,  but  as  Mr. 
Halford  points  out,  the  Willow  Fly,  Needle 
Brown,  or  Spanish  Needle,  as  it  is  called  by 
anglers,  is  one  of  the  Stone  Flies  {Perlidx). 

The  Caddis  Flies,  ob  Sedge  Flies. 
The  caddis  or  case  flies  were  first  distinguished 
by  naturalists  under  either  the  name  Phryganea 
or  Phryganidse,  from  two  Greek  words  meaning  a 
dry  stick — doubtless  because  many  of  the  cases 
made  by  the  larvae  of  these  flies  resemble  little 
bits  of  dead  twigs.  According  to  Pictet,  the 
English  naturalists,  Kirby  and  Spence,  called 
them  Trichoptera,  meaning  hairy  winged,  but 
Pictet  points  out  that  the  wings  of  some  of  the 
Phryganidse  are  not  hairy,  and  he  retains  the 
older  name.  He  classes  them  among  the  Neu- 
roptera  (wings  with  nerve  markings),  and  says 
they  can  be  easily  distinguished  from  other 
families  of  that  order  by  several  characteristics, 
such  as  the  position  of  the  wings  on  the  body 
when  the  fly  is  not  using  them,  viz.,  in  a 
reversed  V  shape,  thus  A,  like  the  gable  of  a  house. 
Then  must  be  noted  that  the  under  wings  are 


Fia.  A. 

Sedge  Fly  at  rest  with  wingB  closed 
(Pictet's  P.  Faure). 


Fig.  B. 

Sedge  Fly  with  wings  expanded 
(Pitta's  P.  Faur^. 


Fia.  C. 

Case  of  Sedge  Fly  formed  of  small  stonei. 


Fig.  D. 

Case  of^Sedge  Ply  like  Fig.  0,  bnt  enlarged 
by  the  larva  by  the  addition  of  larger  stones. 
This  is  done  when  it  is  about  to  change  to  the 
nymph  stage. 


Fio.  F. 

Nyiuph  (magnified).  Before  changtasr 
to  the  nymph  the  larva  closes  up  the 
ends  of  its  case  with  a  kind  of  silk  grat- 
ing, which  admits  wattr,  but  keeps  out 
enemies.  The  nymph  remains  almost 
motionless  in  the  c«se  for  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  days;  it  then  opens  the  case  by 
cutting  the  silk  network  with  its  mandi- 
bles, and  proceeds  to  find  some  drf  place 
where  it  can  change  its  nymph  dress, 
and  emerge  as  the  perfect  insect,  as  Figs. 
A  and  B. 


Larva  of  Seige  Fly  (magnified),  show- 
ing the  general  appearance  of  the  grub  as 
used  bj  anglers  after  being  pulled  out  of 
its  case. 


Fig.  H. 

Another  form  of  caddis  or  case,  in  which 
the  central  tube  is  camponed  of  small  stones, 
&c.  On  the  sides  of  this  tube  are  fixed  bits  of 
wood  or  weed,  sometimes  of  considerable 
length,  and  projecting  always  from  the  tail 
end  of  the  tube.  As  the  larva  crawls  by 
moans  of  ihe  feet  near  the  head  (see  Fig.  E), 
it  would  naturally  bs  impeded  if  th9  bits  of 
stalk,  <fcc.,  projected  from  the  head;  and 
Pictet  says  he  has  hardly  ever  seen  one  pro- 
ject beyond  the  head. 


Fia.  J. 

Illustration  of  horn-  shaped  case  made  by  some 
of  the  sedge  flies. 


FiQ.  G. 

Illustration  of  the  case  made  by  one  of 
the  sedges  (P.  Digitata),  made  of  bits  of 
wood  and  vegetable  debris.  In  some 
cases  they  are  attached  to  stems  of 
plants,  in  others  under  stones. 


Flat-sided  case  of  one  of  the  large  sedge 
flies  made  by  fastening  the  edges  of  the 
leaves  of  a  water  weed  (Carex)  together. 
When  the  larva  is  about  to  change  to  the 
nymph  or  pupa  stage  it  closes  the  ends  of 
the  case  with  bits  of  the  same  weed. 


This  curious  case  is  made  by  one  of  the 
small  sedges.  When  the  larva  is  about 
to  change  to  the  pupa  stage  it  surrounds 
its  case  with  a  conglomeration  of  little 
bits  of  flat  stone,  the  whole  being  fixed  to 
a  rock  or  large  stone. 


Cylindrical  case  of  one  of  the  large  sedges 
(,P.  varia)  found  in  lakes  and  other  standing 
waters.  The  case  is  f  ormf  d  of  bits  of  vegetable 
matter  cut  in  equal  lengths,  and  disposed 
longitudinally  in  a  spiral  fashion  round  the 
case,  which  Is  made  large,  so  that  the  larva  can 
easi-iy  enter  and  leave  it.  When  changing 
to  the  nymph  stage  the  ends  are  closed  with 
bits  of  weed,  stems,  and  roots. 


Shows  the  case  made  by  one  of  the 
smallest  of  the  sedge  flies.  The  larva 
lives  in  a  little  tunnel-like  case  which  it 
spins  of  silk,  and  closes  up  when  about 
to  change  to  the  nymph  or  pupa  state, 
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nearly  always  folded  lengthways,  their  feet  are 
five-jointed,  their  antennae  long  and  thread-like, 
the  absence  of  mandibles  and  their  complete 
metamorphosis. 

The  wings,  as  already  noted,  are  in  gable  shape 
when  at  rest  on  the  body,  and  are  then  pressed 
against  it.  There  are  two  pairs  of  wings — the 
upper  are  somewhat  leathery,  coloured,  and  often 
bristling  with  hairs ;  the  under  wings  ai-e  larger, 
transparent,  rarely  coloured,  and  nearly  always 
folded  lengthways.  Anglers  whose  fishing 
quarters  are  near  a  river  often  have  good  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  sedge  flies  at  leisure  at  or 
after  supper,  as  if  the  door  or  window  is  open 
they  are  attracted  by  the  light,  and  buzz  round  it 
like  moths.  "A  big  red  sedge,"  one  of  the 
anglers  says,  as  he  picks  its  scorched  body  out  of 
his  whisky  glass;  and  a  capital  fly  it  is  almost 
any  evening  and  all  day  when  the  May  Fly  is  on. 

The  larva  of  the  caddis  fly  is  aquatic ;  its  head 
is  scaly,  its  body  divided  into  twelve  rings,  of 
which  the  three  first  are  of  a  leather-like  nature. 
The  last  ring  is  always  armed  with  two  hooks. 
On  the  abdomen  are  respiratory  sacs,  the  form 
and  position  of  which  vary  considerably. 

These  larvEe  usually  make  silk  cases,  covered 
with  materials  of  different  kinds,  which  they 
drag  about  with  them.  Some  are  naked  a  great 
part  of  their  life,  and  make  only  a  fixed  shelter  or 
retreat. 

The  Nymph  is  one  of  those  which  Latreide 
calls  of  the  complete  metamorphosis  kind  {Arfus 
sohitx) ;  it  is  inclosed  in  the  case,  and  greatly 
resembles  the  perfect  insect,  and  has  two  hooks 
on  the  front  part  of  its  head.  When  it  wishes  to 
hatch  out  as  a  fly  it  leaves  its  case,  swims  to  some 
dry  place,  where  its  skin  splits,  and  it  comes  out 
as  a  fly  complete,  i.e  ,  it  has  not  to  undergo  a 
further  change  as  the  May  Fly  and  so  many  other 
flies  do. 

Pictet  says  the  Phryganidaj  are  numerous  in 
Europe,  in  the  north  more  so  than  in  the  central 
parts.  He  examined  more  than  a  hundred 
different  kinds,  and  over  four  hundred  kinds  are 
now  known  in  Europe,  and  more  than  one  hundred 
in  this  country,  and  their  larvse,  which  are  all 
aquatic,  form  a  most  valuable  and  important  part 
of  the  food  of  our  fresh- water  fish  in  ponds  and 
lakes,  as  well  as  in  rivers.  The  fact  that  they  are 
very  easily  collected  should  make  it  easy  to  stock 
trout  and  other  streams  with  them,  and  I  hope 
next  season  to  make  some  experiments  in  this 
direction  with  them.  With  the  exception  of  one 
or  two  (including  the  Grannom)  these  caddis  flies 
fly  about  chiefly  in  the  evening  and  at  night,  and 
sometimes  in  great  numbers. 

The  Caddis  Described  by  Aristotle. 

Pictet  quotes  Aristotle's  account  of  the  larva 
in  its  case,  and  it  should  interest  anglers  to 
know  that  writing  more  than  300  years  before 
Christ,  or  2200  years  ago,  the  Greek  philosopher 
states  that  the  body  of  the  larva  is  inclosed 
in  a  tunic  of  the  nature  of  a  spider's  web, 
covered  with  bits  of  stick,  looking  as  if  the 
animal  had  collected  them  when  crawling  along  ; 
he  adds  that  this  tunic  is  to  this  little  animal 
what  the  shell  is  to  the  snail.  Pictet  notes, 
however,  that  Aristotle  is  mistaken  in  sup- 
posing that  if  deprived  of  its  tunic  or  case 
the  larva  dies,  like  a  snail  deprived  of  its  shell. 
Pliny  added  nothing  to  our  knowledge  of  what 
Aristotle  wrongly  calls  "  the  wood  piercer,"  and 
neither  appears  to  have  recognised  the  perfect 
insect.  Probably  the  majority  of  anglers  still 
think  that  the  caddis  grubs  they  so  often  see 
crawling  about  on  the  bottom  of  streams,  or  on 
the  sides  of  flood  gates  and  weirs,  "  turn  to  May 
Flies,  and  Stone  Flies  and  Alders,"  whereas  none  of 
these  popular  favourites  are  caddis  flies,  and 
unless  carefully  looked  for  are  rarely,  if  ever,  seen 
by  anglers  in  their  larva  or  grub  state  of 
existence. 

Wonders  of  Caddis  Fly  Life. 

Pictet  appears  to  have  been  the  first  to  discover 
that  the  larvre  of  the  caddis  flies  are  of  two  kinds, 
viz.,  those  which  live  ^n  cases  which  they  carry 
about  with  them,  and  others  which  make  only 
fixed  retreats. 

All  trout  anglers  who  wade  in  rocky  streams 
must  often  have  noticed  a  little  mass  of  small, 
flat  stones,  fixed  like  a  limpet  (and  like  a  small 
limpet  in  shape)  to  the  face  of  some  bit  of  rock  or 
stone ;  this  is  the  case  of  one  of  the  caddis  flies, 
which  only  builds  this  stone  covering  when  it  is 


about  to  change  to  the  pupa  and  then  to  the 
nymph  stage. 

Pictet  commences  his  fifth  chapter  by  pointing 
out  the  wonderful  and  admirable  instinct  which 
causes  these  larva;,  born  under  similar  conditions, 
and  organised  in  what  at  first  sight  seems  to  be 
the  same  way,  to  employ  such  different  means  to 
protect  themselves  from  outside  agencies.  How 
some  spin  cases  in  order  to  cover  them  with 
extraneous  objects,  how  they  proportion  their 
weight  and  requisite  strength  to  render  them 
strong  and  portable.  Is  it  not  a  reason,  he  says, 
tor  admiring  and  blessing  Providence,  which  thus 
secures  by  means  at  once  simple  and  varied  the 
conservation  of  all  creatures,  and  does  not  the 
work  of  creation  appear  more  beautiful  and 
majestic  the  more  we  recognise  the  riches  of  its 
detail. 

It  would  be  difficult  for  anyone  who  had  merely 
vaguely  considered  the  riches  of  nature  to 
imagine  that  the  smallest  stream,  that  ponds 
sometimes  almost  dry,  contain  so  many  wonders, 
and  yet  what  an  incredible  activity  reigns  in  all 
the  waters  which  are  on  the  earth.  Fish, 
molluscs,  crustaceans,  annelids,  insects  are  in  such 
numbers  that  one  might  say,  without  fear  of 
being  mistaken,  that  the  waters  are  more  populous 
than  the  earth. 

It  is  difficult,  says  Pictet,  to  draw  the  line 
between  instinct  and  intelligence,  and  he  then 
proceeds  to  describe  some  actions  of  case  fly  larvae 
which  he  thinks  instinct  alone  can  hardly  account 
for. 


later.  It  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  little  more  than 
a  spongy  tissue,  almost  dry,  shrivelled,  compact, 
and  only  from  one  to  two  lines  in  diameter,  even 
in  the  largest  of  the  sedge  flies.  The  insect  drops 
this  little  packet  or  bundle  of  eggs  into  the  water, 
where  it  adheres  to  some  stone  or  leaf  ;  and  now 
the  tissue  becomes  impregnated  with  water, 
becomes  transparent,  and  swells  to  three  or  four 
times  the  size. 

The  little  bundles  of  eggs  are  usually  found 
adhering  to  stones  under  water,  near  the  surface 
and  the  side  of  the  river ;  sometimes  the  sides  of 
the  stream  are  covered  with  them  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  have  quite  a  greenish  appearance.  Pictet  adds 
that  some  authors  say  they  have  seen  the  eggs 
deposited  out  of  water,  but  he  never  did.  I  find 
that  Sir  Humphry  Davy  mentions  their  deposit 
on  the  leaves  of  plants  as  being  the  usual  way. 
Pictet  counted  about  100  eggs  in  one  packet 
dropped  by  P.  striata. 

The  jelly-like  matter  is  in  some  cases  trans- 
parent and  colourless ;  in  others  it  is  somewhat 
opaque,  and  slightly  coloured.  It  is  probably 
intended  to  keep  the  eggs  humid  when  not  in  the 
water,  since  the  sedge  flies  often  deposit  their 
eggs  on  stones  which,  although  dry  in  summer, 
are  covered  with  water  in  the  autumn,  when  the 
eggs  hatch  out.  This  circumstance  may  in  part 
explain  how  it  happens  that  larvae  are  found 
in  watercourses  which  are  dry  all  the  summer,  a 
fact  which  is  the  more  remarkable  when  one  con- 
siders the  very  short  duration  of  the  life  of  the 
perfect  sedge  fly. 


"As  soon  as  they  are  born  the  larvas  of  the  caddis  flies 
make  cases  for  themselves.  If  we  take  a  yourg  larva  as 
soon  as  it  is  hatched  out  of  the  egg,  and  put  it  into  a  vase 
with  some  materials  within  reach,  we  see  that  it  is  not 
slow  in  making  a  case  as  well  as  when  older.  It  is  not 
guided  by  example  or  intelligence,  but  by  instiuct.  Ic 
cannot  be  guided  by  eximple,  as  it  is  alone,  and  one  must 
imagine  a  gigantic  intelligence  in  this  little  insect  which 
has  not  yet  lived,  to  suppose  that  it  can  foresee  the 
necessity  it  will  have  for  a  protective  case. 

"  One  remarkable  fact  is  that  even  at  this  period  each 
species  chooBes  different  materials.  Some,  such  as  Ph. 
rhombica,  place  the  bits  of  stick  or  vegetable  debris 
crossways;  others  use  the  same  material  but  place  it 
lenthways ;  many  make  use  of  stones,  some  of  fine  sand  ; 
finally  there  are  a  large  number  which  build  fixed  retreats 
on  bodies  whose  weight  makes  them  immovible. 

"  And  yet  these  lar^se  are  placed  in  the  same  streams, 
they  have  the  same  ma'terialat  their  disposal,  and  the  same 
object  in  view  ;  then  why  this  diversity  ?    It  can  only 
result  from  a  predispositim,  essentially  the  same  for  all, 
different  in  the  details  for  each  species,  and  what  is  a  pre-  j 
disposition  of  this  kind  if  not  instinct  ?    It  cannot  be  | 
iatelligenoe  which  causes  Ph.  rhombica  to  dispose  its  ' 
materials  crosswise  on  its  case,  for,  if  so,  why  does  this  j 
same  intelUgence  ciuse  Ph.  lunaris  to  place  it  lengthways  ? 
How  is  it,  except  by  an  iastioctive  predisposition,  thit 
the  newly-born  larva  always  adopts  the  particular  method 
of  disposition  of  the  little  sticks,  stones,  &c.,  peculiar 
to  its  species  ?  This  predisposition  is  further  demonstrated 
by  a  crowd  of  similar  fac  s,  which  it  would  be  impossible 
to  attribute  to  an  intelligence  which,  ft  it  alone  acted, 
would  be  far  superior  to  that  of  the  nobler  animals. 

"And  yet  there  is  one  fact  which  would  appear  toiudicate 
more  resources  than  one  can  expect  from  an  imperfeotible 
instinct.  If  we  place  a  larva  accustomed  to  make  a  case 
of  straw  and  bits  of  vegetable  matter  (grass)  in  a  vase 
containing  only  water  and  small  stones,  we  see  that  after 
some  hesitation  the  larva  makes  use  of  this  new  material, 
and  with  it  constructs  a  case  with  almost  as  much 
perfection  as  the  larvce  which  always  make  them  with 
atones. 

"This  faiulty  of  employing  materials  other  than  those 
generally  used  would  seem  in  a  measure  to  exceed  the 
d)maia  of  instinct,  although  one  can  easily  understand 
that  the  same  cause  which  makes  it  employ  vegetable 
materials  may  well  indicate  the  use  of  stones. 

"  I  make  no  pretension  (says  Pictet)  in  mentioning 
instinct  to  wish  to  explain  these  curious  phenomena.  I 
merely  wish  to  bring  together  facts  which  are  the  result  of 
a  faculty  not  understood  in  its  principle  and  estence,  but 
maniftsting  itself  by  results,  the  characteristics  of  which 
are  unity  and  constancy  in  method,  and  absence  of 
perfectibility. 

"  The  history  of  each  species  will  acquaint  us  in  detaU 
with  the  speciil  processes  employed  by  each  in  order  to  j 
exist.    But  it  is  certain  general  characteristics  common  to 
all  the  PhryganidsB  which  I  propose  to  develop  in  this  ! 
preliminary  chapter.    For  this  purpose  we  will  follow  the  I 
caddis  fly  from  the  time  it  leaves  the  egg  to  the  time  it 
itself  breeds,  i.e.,  from  its  birth  to  its  death."  | 

The  Egg  Stage. 

The  eggs  of  the  sedge  fly  are  enclosed  in  a  | 
gelatinous  ball,  sometimes  of  a  rounded  form,  in 
other  cases  flattened  and  irregular.    This  jelly- 
like secretion  is  produced  by  one  of  the  vessels 
opening  towards  the  oviduct. 

At  the  time  the  sedge  fly  drops  its  eggs  on  the 
water  they  are  already  enclosed  together  in  one 
lump,  but  the  appearance  of  this  jelly-like  mass  is 
I  quite  different  at  this  period  from  what  it  will  be 


The  Larva  or  Grltb  Stage. 

The  little  grubs,  or  larvae,  hatch  out  in  a  few 
days  after  the  eggs  are  deposited,  and  piass  the 
winter  in  the  larva  stage  in  order  to  become 
perfect  insects  at  the  fine  season,  at  times  varying 
according  to  the  species,  but  which  are  pretty 
regular  in  each.  They  hatch  out  in  the  jelly  and 
live  in  it  some  days,  being  at  this  time  almost 
invisible  and  resembling  little  black  lines;  the 
egg  shells  remain  in  the  jelly,  which  gradually 
decays  when  no  longer  needed. 

Two  or  three  days  after  its  birth  the  young 
larva  creeps  out  of  the  jelly,  and  at  once  com- 
mences making  a  very  little  case  for  itself  pro- 
portioned to  its  size,  employing  for  this  purpose, 
even  at  this  early  stage,  the  materials  character- 
istic of  its  species.  It  is  a  great  mistake,  as  I 
have  before  pointed  out,  to  suppose  that  all  the 
sedges  make  moveable  cases.  Some  kinds  never 
make  them,  but  confine  themselves  to  more  or  less 
perfect  hides  (abris),  fixed  to  the  ground  or  to 
large  stones,  which  they  enlarge  and  strengthen 
when  required  for  protecting  the  nymph. 

The  larvae  of  the  sedge  flies  (Phryganidx)  are 
all  aquatic,  and  are  found  in  almost  all  inland 
waters  (fresh),  each  species  having  its  own 
habitat,  some  living  in  running  and  some  in 
stagnant  water.  Some  kinds  are  found  only  in 
pure  and  limpid  springs,  others  only  in  running 
waters,  and  among  these  some  keep  near  the 
margin  of  the  river  attached  to  the  weeds,  others 
are  found  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  some  live  iinder 
stones,  and  others  again  are  found  only  in  rapid 
currents.  Some  species  are  found  in  ditches  and 
ponds  where  the  water  is  always  still — these  have 
less  necessity  to  attach  themselves  to  weeds  or 
stones,  and  are  often  found  floating  on  the  surface. 
But  species  living  in  decidedly  stagnant  waters  are 
rare,  for  these  larvae  fear  bad  water,  and  cannot 
live  in  it. 

As  already  noted,  some  fasten  their  cases  to 
water  weeds  or  stones,  sometimes  they  merely 
cling  to  them  with  their  feet,  in  other  cases  they 
spin  a  thread  with  which  they  secure  the  case  to 
the  object  to  which  they  wish  to  attach  it. 

The  larvae  are  in  general  herbivorous.  Pictet 
adds  that  he  always  fed  his  on  willow  leaves. 
The  larger  kinds  of  caddis  eat  the  whole  leaf, 
beginning  at  the  edge ;  but  the  smaller  cannot  do 
this,  and  content  themselves  with  eating  the  soft 
parts  between  the  veins.  But  the  larvae  of  the 
sedges  will  all  eat  other  insects  if  they  get  the 
chance,  and  they  often  attack  their  own  kind 
when  out  of  their  cases.  Pictet  records  noticing 
larvae  in  confinement  attacking  other  larva;  in 
thin  cases. 

The  larger  they  are  the  more  voracious  they 
are,  but  they  can  live  a  very  long  time  without 
food.  Pictet  kept  some  for  several  months 
without  food  without  apparent  inconvenience, 
and  they  even  changed  to  flies. 
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Form  and  Nature  of  the  Cases  made  by 
THE  Larv^. 

The  cases  formed  by  the  larvae  of  the  sedge 
flies  have  one  common  characteristic — they  are 
all  formed,  in  the  first  place,  of  a  fine  and  very 
strong  tissue,  made  from  a  silk  which  the  animal 
spins,  and  which  dries  very  quickly  and  becomes 
80_  tough  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  tear  it.  To 
this_  inside  silk  case  the  larva  adds  all  kinds  of 
foreign  substances  which  it  finds  in  the  water, 
such  as  bits  of  wood,  bits  of  leaves,  tiny  stones, 
and  shells,  often  with  the  living  molluscs  still  in 
them ;  in  fact,  almost  any  sufficiently  small  and 
loose  objects  as  happen  to  be  at  hand  are  used  by 
the  sedge  fly  grub  in  forming  its  case  ;  they  are 
attached  to  it  by  the  same  silk  thread  of  which  it 
makes  the  case. 

The_  larvae  of  some  species  attach  these  objects 
to  their  cases  in  a  very  irregular  and  apparently 
haphazard  fashion,  especially  those  which  make 
use  of  bits  of  vegetable  matter ;  but  there  are 
exceptions,  for  instance,  P.  varia  makes  a  case 
(see  Fig.  L)  in  a  very  regular  fashion,  the 
cylindrical  case  being  made  of  little  fragments  of 
leaves,  cut  to  a  size,  and  fitted  lengthways  round 
the  silk  under-case  in  a  marvellous  manner. 

Another  very  regular  case  is  that  shown  in 
Fig.  K.  Here  the  larva  cuts  bits  of  water  weed 
into  equal  lengths,  and  makes  a  prism-shaped 
case  by  cementing  the  sides  together. 

How  Larv^  Act  when  Deprived  of  their 
Cases. 

Pictet  describes  the  actions  of  some  larvaj 
which  he  had  evicted  from  their  houses  by  gently 
pressing  them  at  the  tail  end  of  the  case,  and  so 
making  the  larvae  come  out  head  first.  Anglers 
should  remember  this  tip,  as  they  often  destroy  a 
good  bait  in  trying  to  get  it  out  of  its  case. 

The  first  thing  the  evicted  larva  does  is  to  try 
to  get  back  into  its  case  after  having  carefully 
examined  it.  It  will  adopt  some  other  empty  case 
provided  it  is  of  the  same  size  as  its  own  ;  but  if 
none  suitable  are  at  hand  it  makes  a  new  one  for 
itself. 

As  the  larva  grows  it  cuts  off  a  bit  of  the 
smaller  end  of  the  case,  when  it  gets  too  tight 
for  it,  and  lengthens  the  case  when  necessary. 
Pictet  says  he  does  not  think  they  change  their 
cases,  but  simply  enlarge  them  as  required. 

Precautions  Taken  by  the  Larv^ 
When  About  to  Change  to  the  Ntmph 
Stage. 

As  it  approaches  the  end  of  its  larva  or  grub 
stage  of  existence,  the  little  animal  is  compelled 
to  take  still  further  steps  to  protect  itself ;  for  the 
nymph,  in  view  of  the  softness  of  its  organs,  and 
its  being  unable  to  escape,  would  be  at  the  mercy 
of  its  many  enemies  if  it  had  not  more  protection 
than  the  larva.  So  shortly  before  the  change  to 
the  chrysalis  state  it  shuts  itself  up  in  its  case  by 
closing  up  the  ends  (see  Figs.  K  and  L).  In  some 
instances  the  insect  makes  a  kind  of  silk  net  or 
grating  across  the  ends  of  its  case,  and  before 
closing  the  ends  the  case  is  generally  attached 
firmly  to  some  object — at  least,  in  rivers ;  in 
ponds  and  lakes  it  is  unnecessary.  P.  striata  has 
the  curious  habit  of  burying  itself  in  the  ground 
before  changing,  leaving  only  one  end  of  its  case 
projecting. 

LARV.a;  WHICH  make  only  Fixed  Cases. 

Many  larvae  make  only  fixed  cases.  Among 
these  Fig.  N  shows  the  curious  fixed  case  made 
by  Pictet's  Hydropsyche  macuUcornis.  Fig.  M  is 
another  fixed  case  formed  of  bits  of  flat  stone 
cemented  together  by  the  larva. 

Trout  anglers  when  wading  up  a  clear  rocky 
stream  often  notice  these  curious  little  collections 
of  bits  of  stones  fixed  to  the  surface  of  some  stone 
or  rock — a  sort  of  armour-plated  house,  closed  on 
all  sides  except  at  one  point,  where  a  very 
irregular  opening  permits  the  larva  to  pass  out 
and  in. 

The  Nymph  Stage. 
"We  have  seen  how  the  larva  prepares  for  its 
change  of  condition  which  is  to  give  it  the  form 
of  the  nymph.  It  remains  three  or  four  days, 
sometimes  longer,  in  its  case  with  the  silken 
grating  at  the  ends,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time 
the  change  takes  place  as  previously  described. 
It  remains  for  fifteen  or  twenty  days  motionless 
except  for  an  almost  constant  oscillating  move- 
ment of  the  abdomen.   It  then  opens  the  case  by 


cutting  the  grating  with  its  mandibles  (see 
Fig.  F).  It  is  very  active  in  the  water,  and 
swims  in  the  same  manner  as  the  notonectes,  i.e., 
on  its  back,  using  its  feet  like  oars. 

To  change  to  the  perfect  insect  the  nymph 
selects  some  dry  place,  where  it  emerges  from  its 
larval  skin.  At  first  the  insect  is  pale  in  colour 
and  soft,  but  after  a  few  hours  acquires  its 
proper  colour,  and  can  soon  fly  about. 

Pictet  says  the  sedge  flies  fly  about  chiefly  in 
the  evening,  especially  over  parts  of  the  stream 
which  are  calm.  In  the  daytime  they  hide  under 
leaves  and  in  sheltered  places  on  trees  and  walls. 
Different  kinds  appear  at  different  seasons. 
Some  hatch  out  in  April,  a  great  number  in  May, 
June,  and  July;  some  only  hatch  out  in  the 
autumn. 

Pictet  gives  the  total  life  of  the  sedge  fly  as 
about  one  year,  of  which  the  greater  part  is 
passed  in  the  larva  or  grub  stage. 

Anglers  get  confused  at  times  by  the  word 
"hatch,"  as  applied  to  flies.  Perhaps,  strictly 
speaking,  the  hatching  is  when  the  grubs  come 
out  of  the  eggs,  but  we  say  there  was  a  big 
"  hatch "  of  such  and  such  a  fly,  meaning 
a  big  rise  of  it ;  and  Pictet  speaks  of  the  eggs 
hatching,  and  later  of  the  nymph  hatching. 
Anyway,  soon  after  leaving  the  water  the  flies 
couple  and  then  lay  their  eggs.  Some  kinds 
carry  a  green  packet  near  the  abdomen— a  dense 
jelly  in  which  the  eggs  are  enveloped ;  it  becomes 
transparent  when  saturated  with  water. 

After  this  the  sedge  flies  die.  They  have 
accomplished  their  duty.  The  imperfect  state  of 
their  organs  of  nutrition  does  not  permit  of 
their  feeding,  and  consequently  their  life  in  the 
perfect  stage  is  short;  like  the  May  Flies  and 
ephemeridffi  generally,  the  sedge  also  lives  but 
a  few  days. 


A  TROUT'S  REFLECTIONS. 


He  was  an  oldish  feUow,  and  had  a  saddish 
heart.  He  had  made  several  migrations  up  and 
down  the  Midford  brook.  All  the  winter  long  he 
had  been  sulking  in  the  Avon,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  said  brook,  brooding  over  his  sorrows  and  the 
few  things  that  baulked  his  intelligence,  though 
he  had  got  to  the  root  of  most  problems  in  the 
fresh  water  line. 

The  long  winter  through  he  had  not  troubled 
much  about  food — he  lay  low  and  deep  ;  but  now 
the  March  sun  put  new  life,  and  hope,  and  vigour 
into  him.  Besides,  certain  movements  of  larvae 
in  the  bed  of  the  river  suggested  delicate  feasts 
and  pretty  pastimes  higher  up.  Again,  may  he  not 
hear  something  of  his  lost  wife,  and  see  a  thing  or 
two  more  to  stiU  further  perfect  him  in  the 
cursing  of  mankind  ? 

He  made  a  dash  up  the  brook's  mouth — the 
first  stage  of  his  migration — and  entered  a  quiet 
swim  with  some  fluster. 

"Did  you  get  through  all  right?"  It  was  a 
younger  and  less  fortunate  trout  speaking  to 
him. 

"  Gpt  through !  why  not  ?  " 
"  Pike,  of  course." 

"  Pooh,  I  know  their  ways ;  only  dawdlers  get 
served  as  you  are.  T  see  you've  lost  a  piece  out 
of  your  side." 

"  Tes,  and  thankful  to  get  off  with  my  life ;  he 
held  me  for  at  least  a  minute." 

"  He  must  have  been  a  toothless  old  stupid  to 
have  let  such  a  shrimp  as  you  go." 

"  Ah,  but  I  pretended  to  be  dead,  and  slipped 
out  when  he  was  turning  me." 

"  Think  that  clever,  do  you  ?  You  should  be 
sharper  than  to  have  got  into  such  a  devil's  trap  ; 
but  there,  you  are  only  a  youngster.  I  don't 
think  much  of  the  pike  breed.   Seen  man  yet  ?  " 

"  Where  are  your  eyes,  old  'un  ?  Why,  there's 
one  on  the  bank ! " 

"  Don't  be  cheeky ;  why,  I  saw  him  before  I 
entered  the  pool.  I  only  asked  you  to  see  if  you 
were  wide  awake.  Youngster,  of  all  your  enemies 
dread  man." 

"  Otter !  What  about  him  P  " 
"  Pshaw  !    I  can  hear  him  a  mile  off  and  smell 
him  twenty.    You  never  know  what  dodge  man 
is  up  to.    Otter  comes  at  you  bang ;  man  traps. 
Sly,  cunning  dog  is  man.    Good-bye,  little  one ; 
take  care  of  man." 
"  You  are  not  going  while  he's  watching  p  " 
"  What  care  I  about  his  watching  P   'Tis  when 


he's  got  a  long  stick  in  his  hand  I  get  under 
cover;  never  seen  one?  " 

"  Yes ;  but  can't  make  it  out.    What  is  it  ?  " 

"  What  is  it !  have  you  lived  in  the  ocean  ? 
Don't  know  that  you  mustn't  feed  when  you  see 
a  long  line  dangling  from  a  long  stick  and  a 
great  idiot  blustering  about  the  bank,  or  a  crafty 
phiz  peeping  through  the  bushes  ?  " 

"  Not  feed !  why  not  ?  " 

"  Stupid— steel— never  tasted  it  P  " 

"  Never." 

"  Where  have  you  lived,  siUy  P  " 

"  Big  river,  amongst  weeds." 

"Ugh,  you've  got  something  to  learn. 
Remember  long  stick  means  steel — nasty  taste, 
pricks,  pulls  hard,  draws  blood,  breaks  tongue 
and  lips.  Good-bye,  little  one— look  out;  jack 
just  there ! " 

All  this  time  Sahno  fario  senior  had  been 
watching  the  bank  with  one  eye,  and  with  the 
other  a  pair  of  evil-looking  jaws,  almost  invisible 
between  a  waving  mass  of  weeds.  As  he  darted 
upstream  his  voracious  enemy  dashed  from  under 
coyer  and  just  missed  him,  at  which  the  pike 
swirled  the  water  angrily,  whilst  the  big  trout 
taunted  him. 

"  Come  on,  ugly  coward,  here  I  am." 

"  I  reckon  you  as  nothing  worth  having," 
replied  the  pike.  "  I  only  want«d  to  frighten  you 
out  of  my  pool." 

"Then  you  haven't  succeeded,  you  dirty 
gormondizer.  What's  more,  I'm  going  back  to 
bring  my  young  friend  out  of  reach  of  your  foul 
jaws." 

"  Dare  you ! "  cyied  the  pike,  as  he  snapped  his 
mighty  jaws  together  and  made  an  angry  dash  at 
the  trout,  again  missing  him. 

"  Ah,  pooh !  I'm  not  going  to  hurry  for  you ; 
catch  either  of  us  if  you  can.  Sneak  behind  a 
stump,  or  lay  like  the  ugly  log  you  are  amongst 
the  foul  rubbish  of  the  river  and  get  us  in 
ambush,  then  I  own  you  might  catch  us  by  your 
cowardly  stealth ;  but  in  the  open — pshaw  !  your 
ugly  mug  would  never  clasp  trout  again  if  you 
had  to  catch  him  fairly." 

At  which  taunt  the  pike  retired  to  his  haunt 
amongst  the  weeds  baflled  and  beaten,  while  the 
trout — big  and  little — darted  up-stream. 

Coming  to  a  gravelly  shallow  alive  with  river- 
bed little  creatures,  the  young  one  said :  "  I  shall 
stay  here  and  enjoy  myself;"  but  the  big  one, 
being  nearly  stranded,  made  for  a  well-remembered 
hole  near  a  certain  aqueduct.  Here  he  spent  the 
night. 

Next  morning  he  rushed  half  a  mile  of  sluggish 
water.  Roach,  dace,  and  eels  he  passed  with  con- 
tempt, and  without  a  word.  A  jack  or  two  lying 
in  wait  for  the  unsuspecting  ones,  he  simply 
saluted  with  the  complimentary  words,  "  ugly 
snout."  One  portly  perch  of  matui-e  age  he 
deigned  to  notice  with  a  passing  remark,  "  Lot  of 
fry  here." 

"  This  is  my  domain,"  answered  the  perch.  "  If 
you  poach  this  swim  my  sword-saw  will  rip  you 
up." 

"  Avaunt,"  answered  the  mighty  one ;  a  "  piece 
from  your  pretty  belly  would  make  me  a  good 
meal."    With  this  he  rushed  at  the  perch. 

The  perch  escaped  him,  and  when  he  cried 
"  Braggart ! "  a  whole  battalion  appeared. 

"  Cowards,"  yelled  the  great  and  wise  one ; 
"  cowards  all.  Any  three  of  you  I  challenge  with 
this  one  pair  of  jaws,  but  an  army — and  all 
savages  !  no,  I  go  to  civilised  waters." 

The  wise  one  had  put  500yds.  between  his  own 
aldermanic  person  and  that  shoal  of  infuriated 
perch  when,  in  a  quiet  pool,  he  spied  a  four-year- 
old  of  his  own  species  watching  a  wriggling 
worm. 

"  You're  in  luck,  my  love,"  said  the  great  one, 
sidling  up  to  her,  for  she  was  a  handsome  hen, 
"  but  if  you  don't  pick  him  up  soon  I  shall." 

"  Welcome,  my  lord,"  answered  the  four-year- 
old,  "  take  it." 

Habit  is  strong,  even  in  fishes.  It  was  an 
unalterable  rule  with  the  wise  one  to  take  a  swim 
round,  and  see  that  all  was  well  before  taking  a 
succulent  morsel  of  this  kind.  Seeing  nothing 
suspicious,  he  returned,  and  cautiously  sucked  in 
half  of  the  worm ;  something  felt  hard — he  half 
expected  it.  Then  he  blew  it  out  with  a  furious 
show  of  indignation. 

"  I  thought  so,"  said  the  four-year-old. 

"  Thought  what  P  "  J.  Berryman. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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OUR  BIRD  FRIENDS* 


Boys  and  girls,  if  you  want  to  know  all  about 
birds  you  must  read  this  book.  You  and  your 
fathers  and  mothers  will  surely  be  taught  some- 
thing which  you  did  not  know  before.  Boys  in 
particular,  if  you  can  once  be  induced  to  take  this 
book  up,  and  if  there  is  but  the  smallest  spark  of 
the  love  of  nature  in  you,  you  will  be  compelled 
to  read  on  to  the  end  —  to  mark,  learn,  and 
inwardly  digest  it.  If  you  live  in  the  town,  so 
much  the  worse  for  you ;  but  you  must  not 
repine  at  such  a  hard  fate.  Even  in  towns  you 
have  your  sparrows  on  the  housetops  and  in  the 
gutters,  and  you  have  blackbirds  and  thrushes 
and  starlings  and  tomtits  and  robins  as  constant 
visitors  in  your  gardens.  You  can  make  pleasant 
acquaintance  with  these,  and  learn  something 
about  their  curious  habits  and  ways.  The  thing 
to  be  feared  is  that  when  you  have  read  this 
fascinating  book,  and  admired  the  lovely  little 
pictures  with  which  it  is  adorned,  you  will  long  to 
be  o£E  into  the  country  to  see  for  yourselves  the 
pleasant  things  which  it  tells  of.  Don't  be  in  too 
great  a  hurry ;  it  is  not  given  to  everyone  to  roam 
at  all  times  and  seasons  in  and  around  all  the 
islands  of  Great  Britain,  as  our  author  has  done 
and  is  doing,  because  he  loves  it.  Be  content, 
read  his  book,  and  abide  your  opportunity. 

Country  boys,  be  thankful  that  your  lot  is  cast 
in  pleasant  places.  You  can  read  this  book  with 
much  profit,  and  you  can  put  in  practice  the 
lessons  you  will  find  in  it.  But,  after  all,  if  you 
want  to  become  real  experts  in  the  knowledge  of 
birds  and  all  their  ways  it  will  cost  you  years  of 
patient  and  pleasant  study.  You  must  not  only 
get  up  very  early  in  the  morning,  you  must  often 
be  out  and  about  through  long  winter  nights. 
You  must  sit  for  hours  hidden  in  bushes,  or 
behind  rocky  boulders,  or  be  concealed  in  the 
stuffed  skin  of  a  bullock  to  watch  the  acts  and 
deeds  of  a  pair  of  blackbirds,  or  tits,  or  gulls 

*  "  Our  Bird  rriends."  A  Book  for  all  Boys  and  Girls. 
By  Eiohard  Kearton,  F.Z.8.  With  100  original  illustra- 
tions from  photographs  by  C.  Kearton.  Cassell  and 
Company,  Limited. 


building  their  nests  or  feeding  their  young  ones. 
You  will  w?int  to  know  what  they  talk  about,  to 
understand  their  languag-e,  to  watch  them  build- 
ing their  nests  to  find  out  what  materials  they 
use,  and  how  they  twist  and  twine  the  various 
substances  into  the  graceful,  pretty  nests  that 
many  of  them  make  for  themselves.  Then  you 
must  study  their  eggs — their  various  sizes,  colours, 
and  markings — their  feathers,  and  their  different 
ways  of  flying,  their  songs,  their  migration,  and 
their  emigration. 
Hints  and  observations  on  these  and  a  hundred 


the  chapters,  but 
columns  that  way. 
or  three. 


I  could  too  easily  fill  your 
I  will  content  myself  with  two 


Heeon's  Nest  Made  of  Wibb. 

other  bird  subjects,  told  in  the  most  pleasant 
way,  you  will  find  in  this  book. 

Finally,  you  will  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  Frenchmen  reached  after  they  had  destroyed 
all  the  birds  they  could — that  "  birds  can  live 
without  man,  but  man  cannot  live  without 
birds." 

I  had  thought  of  giving  extracts  from  many  of 


"  It  ia  wonderful  to  what  extent  wild  creatures  help 
each  other  to  gain  a  livdlihood.  In  some  American 
rivers  large  fish  ohase  small  ones,  upon  which  thpy 
prey  until  they  make  some  of  them  leap  out  to  the 
low  muddy  banks,  and  before  they  have  time  to 


COCKSPABBOW   EeADY    FOE  DINNER. 

wriggle  back  into  their  own  element  the  unfortunate 
little  crtatnres  are  devoured  by  birds  lying  in  wait  for 
them." 

This  reminds  me  that  when  fishing  I  have  seen 
a  flock  of  ducks  spread  themselves  across  a 
stream,  and  by  splashing  with  their  wings,  drive 
before  them  shoals  of  minnows  on  to  a  gravel 
shore,  and  then — a  feast. 


Willow  Ween. 


Dippeb's  Nest  in  a  Tbee. 
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Here  is  something  like  a  nest  built  by  an 
iadustrious  pair  of  jackdaws. 

"  Wbikt.  nu'-.  hnnting  for  gpirtments  in  whiob  to 
etart  honp<"lie»p'n?  thf>y  wptit  into  'n  old  obn'oh 
etopple.  Tb^y  liked  tbe  pUvtlion  aid  peaoa  of  tbc( 
plaoB,  but  it  b»d  its  drawbacks.  ,  .  .  From  the 
etui' way  on  wbich  th''y  would  bave  to  lay  their 
foundation  sticks)  to  thfl  bole  throueh  wbioh  they 
would  be  obliged  to  b'ing  tbem  was  a  distance  of  lOf  c. 
This  did  rot  deter  the  brave.bpa'ted  pair,  for  tbey  set 
to  work  with  a  will,  and  inside  of  three  weeks  built  a 
pillar  of  sticks  10ft.  in  heiubt,  and  when  these  were 
finally  removed  they  filled  the  body  of  an  ordinary 
cart!" 

We  are  told  of  a  heron  in  Nottinghamshire  that 
built  a  nest  of  old  wire  (as  will  be  seen  in  the 
picture).  A  blackbird  in  Surrey  built  its  nest 
amidst  a  collection  of  old  fence  wire,  and  a  pair 
of  house  sparrows  in  Switzerland  made  a  nest 
entirely  from  old  watch  springs. 

By  the  way,  on  the  subject  of  nests,  I  am 
surprised  to  find  that  our  author  makes  no 
mention  of  my  old  friend  the  magpie,  whose  nest 
is  a  model  of  construction  and  a  tower  of  strength. 
Here  is  a  pretty  bit  about  bird  songs  : 

"  The  best  time  to  hear  Nrttare'e  choir  is  about 
four  o'olirk  on  a  fine,  still  mornirg  during  the  first, 
week  in  .Tune,  when  the  air  is  cool  ard  aweet,  and 
every  b  »di  of  trrass  bears  its  twinkling  diamonds  of 
dew.  Then  each  bush  and  tree  seems  to  possess  its 
winged  voca'ist  pouring  forth  such  an  ever-swelling 
flood  of  music  thnt  the  very  air  around  seems  to  palpi- 
tate wi  h  joy,  and  one  wonders  if  even  Heav-n  itself 
can  be  half  bo  sweet  and  glorious.  I  have  happily 
known  mary  such  grand  morninns,  and  the  glad 
"     remembrance  of  them  is  a  priceless  possession." 

Then  our  enthusiastic  author  adds — and  I 
endorse  his  words  : 

"  Tate  my  advice,  boyaand  girls,  don  your  strongest 
boots  and  go  out  to  hear  the  birds  sing  their  first 
moroiDg  hymn — it  is  the  freshest  and  gladdest  of  all 
the  day." 

I  could  go  on  quoting  from  almost  every  page, 
but  I  will  not  forestall  the  pleasure  which  your 
readers,  especially  the  younger  ones,  will  derive 
from  reading  this  book,  than  which  no  more 
pleasant  and  appropriate  present  could  be  chosen 
for  the  present  Christmas  season.  The  book 
is  full  of  exquisite  picture^ — produced  direct  from 
nature  by  that  accomplished  photographer  Mr. 
Cherry  Kearton — and  it  is  beautifully  printed  and 
bound. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  the  publishers 
for  the  specimens  of  the  pictures  so  liberally 
scattered  through  the  volume.  A.  A. 


TRAWLING  IN  INSHORE  WATERS.* 

{Concluded  from  page  445.) 


"  One  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer  "  is  an 
old  proverb,  but  one  example  will  illustrate  a 
multitude  of  coincidents.  From  my  youth  up- 
wards I  bave  frequented  a  well-known  watering 
place,  and  fished  with  varying  success.  Tvvo  or 
three  seasons  since,  when  sailing  in  one  of  the 
fishing  craft,  I  endeavoured  to  fill  a  bottle  with 
sea  water.  One  of  the  sailors  was  curious  to 
know  for  what  purpose  I  intended  it,  and  on 
being  informed  that  it  was  a  remedy  for  bilious- 
ness," he  replied  "  It  may  be,  but  if  you  drink  that 
you  will  have  typhoid  fever ;  the  bay  is  full  of 
sewage." 

"  But  your  outfall  is  miles  away  from  here." 

"Yes,  sir,  and  the  tide  brings  it  in  and  pollutes 
the  bay  ;  it  also  takes  it  round  and  up  the  coast 
whenever  the  curl  of  water  sets  in  towards  the 
shore.  Why,  sir,  after  a  storm  has  torn  up  the 
weeds  from  the  bottom  you  will  find  hundreds  of 
loads  of  evil-smelling  stuff  deposited  on  the 
beach,  which  is  carted  away  for  manure.  It  did 
not  stink  like  that  formerly." 

In  August  last  I  spent  a  fortnight  at  Paignton, 
and,  being  anxious  for  fishing,  placed  myself  in 
the  hands  of  an  old  salt  who  knew  the  bay  well, 
and  proceeded  to  what  was  considered  favoured 
ground.  We  caught  a  few  small  fry  that  were 
not  worth  taking.  Naturally  I  was  disappointed, 
and  in  the  course  of  conversation  the  boatman 
informed  me  that  there  were  no  big  fish  to  be 
obtained  unless  we  wf-nt  out  beyond  the  Head. 
Toey  never  came  in  the  bay  now;  trawling  had 
cea-ed. 

"But  why  P" 

"  I  don't  know,  sir,  unless  the  bottom  of  the 

•  A  paper  read  b/  Mr.  J  8  Churchward  before  the 
member^  and  friouda  cf  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
at  tbe  Frascati  Rsatanrant/on  De«.  12. 


bay  is  foul  and  the  fish  do  not  find  food ;  they 
always  know  the  best  place  to  go  for  that.  You 
see  when  trawls  used  to  go  over  the  ground  at 
high  tide  the  ground  rope  was  just  heavy  enough 
to  scour  off  the  top,  and  when  the  tide  ebbed  it 
carried  away  a  lot  of  muck  and  exposed  good 
feeding  ground  ;  the  consequence  was,  you  might 
catch  some  fine  soles,  but  you  will  only  find  them 
where  the  sand  is  clean." 

"  But  the  objection  to  inshore  trawling  is  the 
destruction  of  immature  fish  and  the  depleting  of 
the  fishery." 

"  You  can't  help  catching  small  fish  in  a  trawl, 
sir,  if  you  go  ten  miles  off  the  coast  and  there  is 
a  shallow.  Lots  of  fish  hatch  out  on  the  water 
and  gradually  go  deeper  in  search  of  food.  Of 
course,  the  big  ones  eat  them,  millions  of  'em. 
They  are  doing  that  six  or  seven  miles  out  now, 
where  you  see  them  trawlers  at  work,  and  the 
birds  ai-e  pretty  busy  with  them,  too,  sometimes." 

"  But  do  you  never  get  decent  fishing  in  the 
bay  now  ?  " 

"  Sometimes,  after  a  storm,  when  the  bottom 
has  been  stirred  up  and  cleansed,  they  come  in  for 
a  turn  round,  and  you  might  have  a  good  day  just 
when  the  water  is  getting  clear,  but  they  go  out 
again,  they  don't  like  it.  Why,  the  hook  and  line 
fishers  from  Brixham  go  right  away  out  now.  Of 
course,  mackerel  come  in  here  in  the  season ;  they 
ought  to  be  here  now.  One  mackerel  boat  was 
out  at  five  o'clock  this  morning  and  only  caught 
two  dozen,  yet  they  are  a  hungry  fish." 

"  You  believe,  then,  that  trawling  improves  the 
ground  for  fishing  ?  " 

"  Aye,  if  you  don't  keep  on  at  it  in  one  place. 
You  see,  sir,  there  are  more  people  in  all  coast 
towns  as  well  as  inland,  and  it  tells  its  tale." 

To  continue  my  experience.  The  following  day 
was  so  rough — more  than  half  a  gale  of  wind — 
Torquay  Regatta  was  postponed.  Being  rather 
foolhardy,  but  anxious  for  sport,  I  essayed 
mackerel  fishing  from  a  small  yacht  about  five 
tons,  and  after  a  four-mile  stretch,  in  coming 
round  we  should  have  hauled  in  the  lines  and 
luffed  up,  but  my  sailor  felt  confident  he  could 
wear  round.  The  result  was  she  gybed,  we  had  a 
smash  of  the  blocks  and  tackle  of  the  main  sheet, 
and  the  rigging  clean  cut  through  by  the  boom 
on  one  side,  and  main  sail  in  the  water.  Luckily 
the  man  saved  the  mast  by  slacking  away  the 
halyard  very  sharply.  The  sequel  was  a  thorough 
ducking  and  no  fish.  Two  days  after  that  it  was 
clear  and  calm  enough  for  a  small  boat,  and  off 
Broad  Sands  we  caught  ninety-eight  whiting  and 
dabs,  rather  small.  The  following  day,  104  fish, 
various. 

I  think  the  result  in  a  measure  confirmed  the 
opinion  of  the  boatman,  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded,  that  a  scouring  of  the  bottom  had  exposed 
feeding  ground,  weeds  were  torn  up  and  cast  on 
the  shore  in  great  quantities  as  well  as  being 
carried  out  by  the  ebb  tide,  and  the  locality  was 
somewhat  purified  for  the  time  being. 

There  is  also  to  be  taken  into  consideration  the 
periodical  migration  or  movement  of  fish  from 
one  locality  to  another,  which  is  governed  by  laws 
that  I  do  not  think  can  be  sufficiently  studied  nor 
clearly  explained.  We  must  look  upon  those  as 
laws  of  chance  in  this  way.  No  trawler  knows 
what  his  take  of  fish  will  be.  He  may  be  20yds. 
to  the  right  or  left  of  large  quantities  that  are 
moving  to  fresh  ground,  and  find  his  capture  but 
a  small  one,  whereas  on  many  previous  occasions, 
sailing  with  precisely  the  same  bearings,  he  has 
had  large  hauls  of  fish.  A  rash  conclusion  is 
formed  that  the  grounds  are  getting  exhausted. 
In  the  meantime  he  has  again,  without  knowing 
it,  disturbed  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and 
rendered  it  attractive  —  virtually  renewed  the 
feeding  in  the  locality  for  the  time  being.  What 
chance  have  fish  v.  trawl  ? 

If  the  beam  of  this  trawl  was  50ft.  wide  it 
would  take  120  times  that  width  to  cover  the 
width  of  a  nautical  mile.  With  a  trawling  speed 
of  I5  knots  in  a  bay  about  seven  miles  square, 
2960  hours,  or  296  days  of  ten  hours  each,  would 
be  required  to  go  all  over  it,  even  if  the  wind  was 
favourable.  Does  anyone  imagine  for  a  moment 
the  fish  would  remain  stationary  all  that  time, 
and  the  trawl  would  capture  every  one  of  them  ? 
Certainly  not.  Then,  if  cros^ing  a  bay  of  seven 
miles,  with  a  beam  of  50ft.,  gives  120  chnnces  of 
seven  miles  long  in  a  mile  wide,  or  840  chances  in 
seven  miles  wide,  what  would  be  the  tquare  of 
those  miles  divided  by  the  square  of  the  beam. 


multiplied  by  the  chance  movements  of  the  fish 
from  one  locality  to  another  P 

This  calculation  offers  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  those  who  are  good  at  undetermined  equations, 
to  inform  us  how  long  it  would  take  to  exhaust 
the  resources  of  the  bay ;  and  to  further  extend 
their  calculations  into  the  thousands  of  square 
miles  of  the  North  Sea  and  other  fisheries  ;  sub- 
sequently, to  add  the  quantity  of  fish  migrating 
from  rocky  districts  where  the  trawl  could  not 
work,  and  then  determine  which  locality  through- 
out our  fisheries  would  first  become  barren  of 
supplies. 

Such  a  calculation  is  impossible,  yet  in  face  of 
the  impossible  there  are  those  who  state  positively 
that  some  of  our  fisheries  are  ruined  for  all  time 
by  the  trawl.  I  fear  that  the  magnitude  of  attri- 
butes to  the  conditions  of  sea  fishing  has  been 
dwarfed  into  a  very  small  focus  of  imagination  on 
the  part  of  such  pessimists. 

Whilst  on  the  point  of  migration,  it  would  be 
as  well  to  remember  what  Holdsworth  has  to  say 
on  the  subject,  as  I  think  his  remarks  clearly 
point  to  chance  position  or  locality  of  fish,  for 
which  no  determined  law  is  accountable. 

There  are  fish  which  movp  from  deep  waters  of 
the  ocean  gradually  to  the  shallows  of  our  shores 
at  irregular  periods,  and  return  again  in  due 
course  to  deep  water,  fattening  and  maturing  in 
the  transit.  There  is  no  known  reason  for  this 
migration,  and,  unlike  that  from  higher  latitudes, 
the  fish  do  not  follow  the  ocean  currents,  but 
cross  them. 

One  circumstance  relating  to  this  that  has,  I 
think,  been  conspicuously  impressed  on  sea 
anglers,  is  the  uncertain  appearance  of  bass  in 
what  is  considered  a  favoured  locality.  Pilchards, 
haddock,  and  many  other  fish  are  equally  erratic 
in  their  movements  to  the  extent  of  baffling 
calculation  in  a  great  measure — thus  we  have 
periods  of  plenty  and  of  scarcity.  Up  to  recently 
the  trawl  was  condemned  for  the  latter  — 
unmistakably  so.  No  thought  was  given  to  the 
changeable  condition  of  our  fisheries  from  causes 
I  have  just  mentioned,  but  ruin  and  destruction 
were  freely  quoted  a6  the  result  of  trawling. 
(Mind,  I  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  present  day 
that  trawling  is  overdone.)  I  am  not  an  advocate 
for  the  exhaustive  and  indiscriminate  use  of  the 
trawl,  but  we  want  to  recognise  all  causes  or 
attributes  to  certain  conditions.  We  may  say 
that  soles  are  extinct  because  they  retire  from 
shallows  to  the  deep  sea  in  winter,  or  that  plaice 
and  other  flat  fish  are  exhausted  when  they 
change  from  sandy  to  semi-rocky  beds  of  the 
ocean ;  but  the  regularity  of  these  migrations  is 
governed  by  thermal  influence,  and  we  are  able, 
in  a  measure,  to  estimate  their  occurrence  and 
recurrence ;  it  is  only  the  erratic  or  irregular  that 
is  misleading  and  likely  to  prove  a  pitfall  for 
absolute  calculation.  Another  attribute  to 
scarcity  of  future  supplies  and  worthy  of  a  paper 
to  itsfelf  is  the  capture  of  full  fish,  either  by  line, 
trawl,  drift,  or  seine. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  there  are 
contributory  causes  to  the  decay  of  inshore 
fishing  of  a  much  more  serious  nature  than  that 
of  trawling. 

Touching  briefly  on  such  incidents  as  may 
readily  be  admitted  by  the  most  incredulous,  and, 
I  trust,  without  fatiguing  you  with  unnecessary 
detail,  we  arrive  at  a  point  where  substantial 
evidence  should  be  forthcoming  in  support  of  my 
statement  respecting  preferential  selection  of 
locality  for  food  and  general  habitat  of  fish. 

The  history  of  the  numerous  fishing  ports 
would,  and  perhaps  has,  filled  volumes  with 
valuable  statistics  that  are  available  for  reference 
to  anyone.  It  also  acquaints  us  with  many  facts 
that  may  be  used  as  arguments  in  support  of  the 
theory  I  advanced,  viz.,  that  the  use  of  the  trawl 
is  ever  advantageous  in'keeping  open  the  feeding 
grounds  and  cleansing  sandy  beds  of  the  bays 
and  inlets. 

As  evidence,  we  find  many  of  the  channel 
fisheries  are  practically  inexhaustible,  although 
the  area  that  is  fished  over  in  some  places  is 
comparatively  limited,  and  must  be  constantly 
denuded  of  fish  for  the  time  being. 

Take  for  example  Brixham,  on  the  west  of 
Torbay,  that  is  r^-puted  to  have  had  trawl«rs  at 
work  for  over  100  years — Froud  says  300 — on 
ground  stretching  trom  Start  Point  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Exe,  about  twenty  miles,  and  a  varying 
width  from  three  to  eight  miles.    Whenever  there 
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is  a  seven  to  ten  knot  breeze  you  will  see  trawlers 
at  work,  and  I  think,  on  inquiry,  or  by  reference 
to  the  returns,  you  will  find  the  fishing  is  still 
very  productive.  If  you  ancTiored  in  those 
grounds  and  fished  with  line,  the  result  would  be 
satisfactory  to  yourselves  and  prove  that  there  is 
no  very  appreciable  diminution  in  the  supply.  It 
may  be  that  with  the  increased  number  of  trawls 
the  percentage  is  somewhat  less  in  the  take.  I 
don't  know  that  it  is  so,  but  the  increased  demand 
and  consumption  of  fish  has  materially  enhanced 
the  value  by  way  of  counterbalance. 

The  Plymouth  trawling  ground  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Eddystone,  and  covering  a 
similar  area  to  the  Brixham,  is  equally  prolific 
in  its  production,  and  shows  but  that  periodic  and 
temporary  falling  off  that  occurs  from  the  habit 
fish  have  of  occasionally  shifting  their  ground,  as 
animals  will  do  in  fields  or  on  the  moors  when 
feeding. 

A  (old-fashioned)  30ft.  beam  of  a  trawl  covers 
but  a  very  narrow  line  in  a  width  of  nine  miles — 
roughly  speaking,  about  ysVo  ^^^^  >  if  ^^^^ 
the  square  of  the  ground  fished  over — twenty 
miles  long — we  have  5,575,000  times  the  square  of 
the  beam — or  the  chances  of  the  fish  against  the 
net  (with  a  number  of  trawls  the  chances  are 
proportionate).  But  added  to  this  we  have  rock 
localities  where  the  trawl  cannot  work. 

One  might  pass  up  Channel  to  the  Varne  Ridge, 
mid-Channel,  the  inner  and  outer  Diamond  grounds 
off  Hastings,  to  the  North  Foreland,  and  into  the 
North  Se?L,  where  trawling  is  incessant,  and  find  that 
the  supply  of  fish  is  illimitable — always  recognis- 
ing that  there  are  good  and  bad  seasons — depending 
in  a  great  measure  on  thermal  influence.  I  think 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  there  are  over  1500 
trawlers  round  our  coasts  finding  plenty  of  fish, 
and  doing  well  on  grounds  that  are  constantly 
worked.  Yet  our  bays  and  inshore  fisheries  are 
rapidly  deteriorating  from  some  cause.  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  a  judicious  use  of  the  trawl  in 
opening  up  these  grounds  would  be  beneficial,  and 
for  the  reasons  I  have  already  stated ;  and  that 
the  non-use  of  the  trawl  in  these  localities  prevents 
big  fish  from  coming  inshore;  but  it  does  not 
prevent  small  fish  from  going  out  into  deep 
water. 

Admitting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the 
points  I  have  advanced  are  worthy'of  considera- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  we  have  two  evils  to 
combat  of  a  somewhat  conflicting  nature,  viz., 
pollution,  and  the  capture  of  immature  fish. 

As  regards  the  first,  legislation  only  can  step 
in ;  and  that  will^  eventually  become  imperative, 
from  the  fact  that  what  is  at  present  looked  upon 
as  a  slight  nuisance  in  certain  localities  will  in 
course  of  time  become  a  pestilential  danger  to 
humanity. 

I  would  suggest  deodorisation  should  be  com- 
pulsory, or  a  process  of  filtration  through  carbon, 
as  practised  at  Glasgow.  The  former  is  certainly 
efficacious ;  the  latter  does  not  destroy  bacilli. 

It  may  be  advanced  that  the  action  of  sea  water 
on  sewage  matter  must  have  the  effect  of  decom- 
posing and  oxidising  its  constituents,  and  that  all 
organic  substances  are  chemically  changed  by 
exposure  to  the  air  and  actinic  rays  of  the  sun, 
but  other  poisons  are  poured  into  the  sea  of  so 
malignant  a  nature  as  to  startle  the  angler  from 
their  vicinity.  The  recent  experiments  of 
specialists  in  bacterial  research  have  proved  that 
fish  become  impregnated  with  the  bacilli  of 
typhoid,  cholera,  plague,  diphtheria,  and  other 
maladies,  and  that  fish  caught  in  such  localities 
as  I  have  described  are  only  fit  for  manure. 
Although  they  may  apparently  thrive  and  fatten 
for  a  time  on  the  nitrogenous  matter,  they  become 
diseased,  and  it  eventually  kills  them.  They  are 
found  covered  with  parasites  that  are  as  con- 
tagious in  salt  water  as  in  fresh.  Yet  it  is  a 
common  belief  that  the  composition  of  sea  water, 
which  we  know  to  possess  chloride  of  sodium, 
chloride  of  magnesium,  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
sulphate  of  lime,  bromide  of  magnesium,  and  in 
some  places  iodine,  destroys  all  evils. 

I  don't  know  if  experiments  have  been  made 
in  any  of  our  biological  museums  as  to  what 
gases  are  liberated,  what  new  combinations  are 
formed,  or  what  residue  is  precipitated,  and  I  am 
not  a  chemist.  It  strikes  me  a  large  quantity  of 
carbonic  acid  gas  would  impregnate  the  water  for 
a  considerable  radius,  which  gas  we  know  to  be 
deadly  poison  to  all  animal  life.  The  process  of 
oxidation  does  not  appear  to  be  completed  in 


rivers  or  fresh  water  to  the'satisfaction  of  fish, 
and  there  is  no  known  remedy  for  mineral  poisons 
from  mines  or  dye  works. 

To  prevent  the  capture  of  undersized  fish, 
the  enlargement  of  the  mesh  of  the  trawl  does 
not  appear  to  have  altogether  met  the  case,  seeing 
that  in  many  instances  it  has  been  stated  that 
fish  of  market  value  and  size  have,  and  do  escape, 
especially  round  fish,  whilst  the  smaller  ones  are 
unable  to  squeeze  through  for  want  of  strength. 

The  principal  cause,  however,  of  destruction  of 
small  fish  in  a  trawl  is  stated  to  arise  from  the 
pressure  of  dead  weight  in  the  purse,  which,  of 
course,  is  readily  understood.  The  length  of 
time  to  which  they  are  subjected  to  this  pressure 
is  about  six  hours,  and  I  doubt  if  this  could  very 
well  be  shortened,  seeing  that  it  takes  from  one 
to  three  hours  to  haul  in  the  trawl,  the  operation 
depending  on  good  or  bad  weather.  I  believe  that 
most  trawls  are  constructed  with  pockets  in  order 
to  take  the  strain  and  pressure  from  the  centre, 
and  fish  are  less  bruised  and  injured  through  this 
relief. 

Why  not  extend  the  system  from  large  to 
smaller  meshes,  so  that  the  inner  mesh  is  large 
enough  to  permit  the  passage  of  the  small  fish  to 
an  outer  net  where  they  are  again  sifted  out,  and 
only  the  market  sized  fish  retained.  There  would 
probably  be  some  trouble  in  adjusting  such  nets 
at  first,  but  it  would  eventually  be  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  trawler ;  his  fish  would  be  landed  in 
better  condition,  and  the  capture  of  immature  fish 
considerably  lessened ;  or  a  series  of  elliptic  hoops 
could  readily  be  embodied  in  the  construction  of 
a  trawl  that  would  overcome  the  difficulty. 

I  may  mention  that  this  latter  suggestion 
arises  from  observing  the  outer  layers  of  bone  on 
a  sturgeon.  It  should  be  feasible  to  design  a 
trawl  that  would  meet  the  required  condition, 
and  that  would  not  do  one  tenth  of  the  damage 
to  young  fish  that  a  shrimp  trawl  does. 

Briefly  then,  as  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  I  am 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  three  mile  limit.  As 
one  who  desires  the  improvement  of  our  inshore 
fisheries,  I  strongly  advocate  moderate  trawling 
in  certain  localities.  That  such  trawl  should  be 
modified,  and  the  periods  for  emptying  shortened, 
must  receive  further  consideration  and  exhaustive 
experiment  before  a  definite  statement  respecting 
a  beneficial  result  could  possibly  be  made,  and 
finally  local  measures  would  have  to  be  adopted, 
supported  by  statute,  in  order  to  enforce  the 
observance. 


THE  FLY  FISHERMAN  AND 

FANNY. 

A  Fishing  Fancy  from  the  Chicago 
Tribune. 


"  Apt  alliteration's  artful  aid "  has  been 
employed,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  in  a  most 
effective  manner  by  writers  from  time  immemorial ; 
and  when  the  alliteration  is  really  apt  it  seems  to 
lend  a  factitious  force  to  the  language.  The 
tendency  toward  its  use  would  seem  to  be  rather 
natural  than  forced,  for  the  law  of  association 
of  scenes,  sounds,  and  sensations  generally 
naturally  suggests  alliteration,  and  the  writer  is 
influenced  more  than  he  is  aware  of  in  his 
selection  of  words. 

The  average  reader,  however,  is  generally 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  there  is  something 
extraordinary  in  the  alliterative  art ;  but  this  is 
only  because  he  overlooks  the  vast  possibilities  of 
so  copious  a  language  as  ours.  As  an  object 
lesson  on  this  subject  the  Tribune  prints  a  bit  of 
literary  trifling  written  by  a  Chicago  student  of 
language.  It  serves  at  least  to  illustrate  in  a 
striking  way  the  vastness  of  the  English  vocabu- 
lary, and  here  and  there  the  real  aptness  of 
alliteration. 

Frisky  Frederick  Fernando  Fortescue,  famous 
fly-fisherman  from  Frankfort,  fully  forty-five, 
finely  fixed  financially,  fancied  fascinating  Fanny 
Flabella  Fitzherbert,  fairly  fifteen,  from  faraway 
Florida — funny  fantasy  for  forty-five.  Firstly, 
fastidious  Fanny,  feeling  fancy-free,  furtively 
fled  for  freedom  from  Fred's  frequent  fond 
familiarities,  for  fear  Fred  falsely  flii'ted  for  fun 
— fine  finesse  for  fifteen. 

Fortescue,  finding  Fanny  fractious,  fretted 
forlornly  for  fortnights,  finally  feeling  fatigued 
from  foolish  fault-finding;  furthermore,  finding 


fishing  fine,  farmers  friendly,  fishermen  few,  for- 
sook fretting  for  fly-fishing. 

Flinging  far  factitious  fluttering  feather  flies, 
fabricated  for  fetching  foolish  fish  from  foam- 
flecked  floods,  flowing  freely  from  frigid  fountains, 
Fred  fortuitously  found  Fanny  Flal^ella  filially 
fetching  for  Father  Fitzherbert  fragrant  flowers 
from  fertile  fields.  Forgetting  fastidious  Fannj's 
fad  for  fashionable  formalities,  foolhardy  Fred, 
firing  fishing-rod,  flew  forward  fairly  fondling 
Fanny's  fair  form. 

Frivolous  Fanny,  fancying  Fred  foc  lishly  fresh, 
floutingly  frowned,  frightened  Fred  from  further 
forwardness ;  furthermore,  feigning  feminir  e 
fury,  Fanny  fled  fleetly  forestward  from  For- 
tescue's  friendly  familiarities. 

Frustrated  Fred,  feeling  foully  forsaken,  fore- 
bore  further  fun,  fly-fishing.  Fiercely  flinging 
far  five  fine,  fat,  flapping  fish,  fraudulently  forced 
from  frigid  fluid,  for  Friday's  fast-day  feast, 
Frederick  forthwith  frenziedly  followed  Fanny's 
fetterless  flight. 

Fanny,  feeling  fearfully  flurried,  flitted  far 
faster,  fleeing  from  Fred's  flagitious  freshness — 
Fortescue  fruitlessly  following^  Fanny's  fairjlike 
form.  Fugacious  Fanny  frequently  faltered  from 
fatigue;  finally,  feeling  fagged  from  furiously 
fleeing  for  fifty  -  five  furlongs,  Fanny's  frail, 
fevered  figure  fell  flat,  feet  foremost. 

Full  forty  frowsy  females  flew  forward  for 
Fanny's  frail  figure  fallen  flat ;  fifteen  fearfully 
foul  fagots,  foolishly  filliping  Fanny's  fair 
fingers ;  fifteen  fiendishly  frenetic  frips,  fanning 
Fanny's  forehead ;  five  frightfully  freckled  frumps, 
furnishing  frayed  falcon's  feathers  for  fumigating 
Fanny's  fainting  fit  forthwith ;  five  furacious 
feminine  felons,  fraudulently  filching  Fanny's 
fine  feminine  frippery. 

Faithfully  following  Fanny's  faltering  foot- 
steps, Frederick  Fernando,  fuming  frightfully 
from  festination,  fortunately  finding  Fanny 
faintly  flushing  from  fetid  feather  fumes,  foiled 
further  fraud.  Facetiously  flinging  forty  far- 
things forward  for  feminine  fees,  Fred  forbade 
further  fumigation  for  freeing  Fanny  from  faint- 
ing fits.  Forty  frightfully  fat  females,  fickly 
forgetting  Fanny's  forlornness,  forthwith  fiercely 
fought  for  filthy  farthings. 

Fanny  finding  flight  futile,  felicitously  forebore 
further  feminine  .finesse,  for  Fanny  Flabella  felt 
flattered.  Far  from  finding  fault,  Fanny  forgot 
Fred's  former  familiar  freshness ;  for  Frederick's 
faithful  following  firmly  fixed  Fanny's  favour 
forever. 

Fred  freely  forgave  Fanny's  foregoing  finicky 
freak — foolishly  flying  from  friendship ;  for 
Fanny's  frankness  foreshadowed  folly  forever 
fled.  Feebly  fluttering  from  fainting,  Fanny's 
fair  features  flushed  flamingly  from  Fred's 
flagrantly  fervent  fondlings.  Faithful  Fred, 
feeing  fervidly  fond,  fatuously  figured  for  future 
felicity  forthwith.  Fanny  firstly  feigning  fretful 
frowns,  flushed  furiously,  faded  faster,  faltered, 
fidgeted,  fanned  fussily — finally  frankly  fixed 
Friday,  February  fifth. 

Fanny's  fond  father,  finely  fixed  for  fore- 
knowing funds'  fluctuations,  furthermore  finding 
financial  facilities  favourable,  furnished  for 
Fanny's  festival  fabulously  fire  foulards,  fleecy 
flannels,  flulfy  feathers,  French  frocks,  filmly 
fazzolets,  furthermore  fifty  fantastical  female 
fixin's,  fairly  flooring  Fanny. 

Far  from  famishing  folk,  Fred's  faithful 
feudatory  followers  furnished  for  feasting  fru- 
mentaceous  food,  fish,  flesh,  fowl,  fruit,  flowers, 
furthermore  five  fine  fermented  fluids.  Farmers 
fetched  from  fertile  furrowed  fields  flour's  fari- 
naceous food ;  fishermen,  floating  from  fathomless 
fiords,  fetched  fine  fresh  flapping  flatfish ;  further 
more  frogs  for  frying.  Freeborn  foresters  found 
finely  fatted  fawns  from  frondent  forest  friths ; 
familiar  friends  freely  furnished  for  fricasseeing 
full-fledged  fowls  from  fecund  farmyard  flocks ; 
fruiterers  fitly  furnished  for  featt  finishing  food, 
fifteen  fanciful  foreign  fruit-flavoured  frappes; 
famous  florists  freely  flung  forth  fragrant  flowery 
festoons  for  Fred's  fair  fiancee ;  facetious  festal 
factotums  filled  foaming  fiagons  fiom  faucets 
flowing  full-flavoured  frothy  fermented  fluids, 
famous  for  fallaciously  filling  foolish  fellows 
fearfully  full. 

Foi-ty  filigreed  flunkies  flaunted  fluttering  flags ; 
fizzing  fireworks  flashed  ;  fifty  fulgent  flambeaus 
flared  flickeringly ;  five  flutists  fluted  fantasias ; 
fourteen  florid  fat-faced  fiddlers  fiddled  furiously 
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for  fandaneros ;  four  fantastical  farandoles  foUow- 
iper,  faultless  female  forms  flexaously  flitted  fairy- 
like; funny  fellows  feeling  frolicsome,  footed 
floors  featly. 

Finally,  fiddlers  feeling  fuddled  from  fermented 
flaids,  fairly  fell  fracturing  fi.ldlestrines.  funnily 
finishing  Fred's  first  family  festivity.  Felicitating 
friends,  fet-ling  fl  <ccid  from  foregoing  frolicsome 
freaks,  fled,  flingins  fond  farewells.  Felicity 
followed  for  ever.  Finis. — Zero,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


ANGLING  IN  NIDDERDALE. 


"What  river  more  delightful  than  the  Nidd 
can  the  angler  -wish  for  ? 

Rising  on  the  wild  and  lonely  moors  above 
Pateley  Bridge,  it  murmurs  and  meanders 
through  the  picturesque  villages  of  Darley, 
Birstwith.  and  Ripley,  through  the  quaint  old 
town  of  Knaresborough,  full  of  historical  and 
mediaeval  memories,  aad  finally  joins  the  York- 
shire  Ouse  below  the  village  of  Moor  Monk- 
ton. 

Trout  in  numbers  frequent  the  upper  reaches 


throughout  the  whole  season,  and  will  always 
give  a  good  account  of  itself.  Bat  it  is  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Nidd  I  pai'ticularly  wish  to  intro- 
duce to  the  reader. 

Let  us  start  npsti'eam  from  the  High  Bridge 
at  Knaresborough.  passing  on  our  right  the 
beautiful  grouuds  of  Conyngham  Hall,  the  seat 
of  the  late  Basil  T.  Woodd,  Et-q  ,  and  take  the 
path  by  the  river  which  leads  us  through  Scotton 
Banks. 

There  is  much  to  command  the  angler's  atten- 
tion. 

Silver  birch  trees  droop  their  graceful,  slender 
branches,  and  venerable  old  oaks  stretch  their 
massive  limbs  across  the  stream,  as  if  inviting  the 
fish  to  pause  and  rest  beneath  their  grateful 
shade. 

Toe  trout  are  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of 
their  hospitality,  and  remain  on  the  constant  look- 
out for  a  luscious  greenworm  desirous  of  taking  a 
noon-day  bath. 

The  water-ouzel,  commonly  known  as  the 
dipper,  is  most  amusing  to  watch  as  he  dabbles 
about  in  the  shallows.  Occasionally  posing  on  a 
boulder  in  mid-stream,  he  pays  great  attention  to 
his  personal  appearance,  his  little  body  almost 


possible,  taking  only  our  waders  and  fly  requisites 
with  us. 

Alas  !  for  our  hopes  and  expectations.  When 
we  arrived  on  the  river,  much  to  our  disgust  we 
found  that  the  previous  night's  rain  had  dyed  the 
water  a  rich  chocolate  colour,  making  fly  fishing 
almost  impossible. 

However,  we  had  come  to  fish ;  so,  after  a  hasty 
consultation,  we  decided  to  rig  up  our  rods  and 
make  the  best  of  it. 

My  friend  left  me,  after  he  had  fixed  up  his 
tackle,  to  fish  some  water  higher  up  the  river.  I 
fished  hard  for  some  time  in  the  hope  of  securing 
a  stray  fish  or  two;  hut  as  none  came  my  way,  I 
reeled  up  and  repaired  to  the  bank  to  meditate 
on  things  in  general,  fish  in  particular. 

Soon  a  local  worthy  came  sauntering  along  the 
river's  bank,  and  inquired  what  sport  I  Was 
having. 

"  None  at  all,"  I  replied. 

"  Anyone  else  fishing  ?  "  said  he. 

"  Yes ;  Mr.  is  a  little  higher  up." 

He  then  left  me  to  worry  my  friend  with  the 
same  question.  In  about  twenty  minutes  the 
local  worthy  came  trudging  back  again. 

"  Well,"  said  I,  "  have  you  seen  my  friend  P  " 
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of  the  Nidd,'  whilst  grayling,  chub,  roach,  dace, 
and  barbel  are  freely  distributed  all  over  the 
river,  and  as  it  enters  on  its  final  course  a  few 
pike  are  to  be  found. 

Fishing  tickets  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Knaresborough  Joint  Anglers'  Club  and  the 
Harrogate  Angling  Association  at  very  moderate 
charges  on  at  least  ten  miles  of  the  river. 
Perhaps  the  best  stretches  of  the  Nidd  are  leased 
by  the  Knaresborough  Angling  Association. 

The  waters  of  the  club  extend  from  Killinghall 
Bridge,  on  the  Harrogate  and  Ripley  road,  down 
to  the  village  of  Ribston,  below  Knaresborough. 
This  club,  which  has  been  in  existence  over 
twenty.five  years,  turns  down  into  its  waters 
every  f-pring  3000  yearlings,  consisting  of  ISalmo 
fario,  Loch  Leven,  and  rainbow. 

The  other  clubs,  however,  do  not  neglect  their 
preserves,  so,  no  matter  what  point  of  the  river 
the  angler  finds  himself  at,  he  should  not  fail  to 
find  good  sport. 

The  following  imitations,  viz ,  March  Brown, 
Wiuter  Brown,  Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Dark 
Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Orange  Partridge,  fished 
early  in  the  season,  will  prove  very  useful — in 
fact,  the  March  Brown  may  be  fished  as  a  tail  fly 


bursting  with  pride  in  the  process,  until,  aware  of 
our  close  observation,  he  utters  a  melancholy  note 
and  darts  away. 

Ttie  kingfisher,  too,  is  not  a  rara  avis.  His 
shrill  note  warns  us  of  his  approach.  Soon  he 
comes  into  view,  his  brilliant  plumage  flashing  in 
the  sunlight ;  and  as  we  turn  round  to  see  more 
of  him  he  disappears  round  the  bend  of  the 
river,  without  giving  us  more  than  a  passing 
glimpse. 

Two  miles  beyond  our  starting  point  we  arrive 
at  Skew  Kirk  Crag,  so  called  from  the  curious 
formation  of  the  rocks. 

Here  the  liver  comes  dashing  down  in  a  regular 
torrent,  and  should  the  angler  hook  a  fish  in  this 
heavy  water,  he  will  require  to  exercise  no  little 
amount  of  skill  and  patience  ere  he  can  safely 
work  his  fish  into  the  landing-net. 

Tbis  stream  recalls  to  mind  the  following 
incident : 

A  friend  and  I  set  forth  gaily  to  the  river  one 
day  last  summer  in  lull  anticipation  of  a  good 
day's  sport. 

The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and, 
expecting  the  water  to  be  in  good  trim  for  the  fly, 
we  had  armed  ourselves  for  the  fray  as  lightly  as 


"  Yes,"  he  replied,  "  but  I  could  get  no'wt  out 
of  him. 

"He  was  wading  in  t'  middle  of  Skew  Kirk 
stream,  lashing  t'  watter,  and  whistling  a  most 
uncanny  tune.  I  asked  him  a  dozen  times  or 
more  if  he'd  catched  o'wt,  but  he  took  no  notice 
of  me,  and  the  louder  I  shouted  still  louder  did 
he  whistle  and  thrash  t'  watter." 

"  He  couldn't  have  heard  you,"  said  I. 

"  Oh,  yes,  he  did,"  said  the  local  worthy,  and 
with  that  remark  he  went  away,  shaking  his  head 
wisely. 

Soon  afterwards  I  came  up  with  my  friend,  and 
asked  him  if  he  had  heard  so-and-so  hail  him 
from  the  bank. 

My  friend  turned  round  to  me  and  said  "  Yes ; 
one  couldn't  help  hearing  his  bellowing,  but,  as  I 
had  caught  no  fish,  and  not  wishing  to  tell  him 
so,  I  feigned  deafness,  and  thus  got  out  of  the 
difficulty." 

Moral :  Select  wisely  your  questions  if  you  wish 
a  sensitive  angler  to  answer  tuem. 

Continuing  our  stroll  for  half  a  mile  or  so,  at 
times  up  to  our  armpits  in  bracken,  we  emerge 
out  of  the  woods  into  a  charming  glade  called 
Queensland  (Crown  land). 
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On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  giant  pines 
and  fir  trees,  clustering  together  on  its  precipi- 
tous banks,  look  down  on  the  stream  as  it  swepps^ 
round  the  bend  with  a  sullen  roar,  until,  reaching 
the  deeper  water,  it  becomes  more  tranquil. 

Here  the  otter  now  and  then  sets  up  his 
domestic  circle.  More  than  once,  when  fishing 
late  in  the  evening,  I  have  seen  a  happy  couple  of 
them  taking  a  nocturnal  constitutional  down- 
stream. 

Leaving  Queensland  we  come  on  to  some  long 
stretches  of  depps  that  will  gladden  the  eyesight 
of  the  bottom  fishers. 

A  little  further  on  is  Scotton  Mill,  where  many 
a  sportive  trout  has  been  lured  to  its  doom  by  a 
well-spun  minnow. 

Above  the  mill  are  more  deeps,  the  heavily- 
wooded  banks  of  the  river  affording  excellent 
cover  for  the  angler  desirous  of  daping  with  the 
natural  fly  or  greenwiorm. 

The  distant  murmuring  of  water  tells  us  that 
we  are  approaching  the  streams  again,  and  soon 
afterwards  we  bring  cur  ramble  to  an  end  at 
Killinghall  Bridge — the  boundary  of  the  Knares- 
borough  Angling  Association's  preserves. 

Ask  a  veteran  native  what  the  fishing  is  like  on 


SPORT  AT  CHRISTMAS. 

One  morning  during  the  Christmas  holidays 
a  brother  and  I  set  off  towards  a  large  pond, 
where  we  had  permisBion  to  fish.  It  was  situated 
in  the  midst  of  woods,  and  lay  almost  in  the 
centre  of  a  large  estate  in  one  of  the  prettiest 
parts  of  Scotland.  It  was  well  known  to  sports- 
men in  the  district  as  a  resort  of  waterfowl  of 
every  description,  and  held  pike,  perch,  a  few 
trout,  and  some  very  large  eels.  Indeed,  it  was 
as  tempting  a  place  as  I  knew  of,  to  angler  and 
fowler  alike. 

Shouldering  our  rods  and  gear,  we  set  off,  taking 
the  shortest  road — over  fields  and  ditches, 
through  hedges  and  woods.  I  believe  we  would 
have  got  to  our  destination  sooner  had  we  taken 
the  road,  which  was  known  by  repute  to  be  over 
two  and  a  half  miles,  whereas  our  way  only 
measured  about  one  and  a  half.  What  with 
getting  over  hedges,  trudging  through  swampy 
fields  and  still  swampier  woods,  considerable  time 
was  lost,  and  our  appearance  was  being  anything 
but  improved  with  the  splashing  we  got ;  still,  we 
were  going  to  fish,  and  that  made  all  the  difference 
in  the  world,  as  well  as  explained  our  haste. 


worms  for  bait,  and  soon  managed  to  get  on 
terms  with  a  shoal  almost  at  the  mouth  of  the 
burn. 

I  commenced  at  a  short  distance  away  from  him, 
where  there  was  deeper  water  on  the  further  side, 
by  some  straggling  reeds.  I  used  a  combination 
leger  and  paternoster  with  a  small  worm  on  the 
lower  hook  and  a  live  minnow  on  the  upper.  The 
whole  cast  was  composed  of  single  gut,  except 
the  live  bait  tatkle,  which  was  tied  to  three 
strands  of  fine  gut  very  loosely  twisted  together. 

"When  fishing  very  dead  or  clear  water  I  prefer 
this  to  gimp,  if  there  are  chances  of  getting  pike 
as  well  as  perch.  The  angler  must  be  careful  to 
see  that  the  twisted  gut  does  not  get  frayed  too 
much.  The  loosely  twisted  snood  is  not  so  liable 
to  be  bitten  through  as  a  single  thread  of  thick 
salmon  gut.  A  small  sunk  float,  about  two  feet 
above  the  minnow,  kept  it  from  going  too  deep, 
and  a  very  light  pipe  lead  kept  it  below  the 
surface.  Casting  out  towards  the  reeds  near 
the  other  side,  and  gradually  working  my  baits 
towards  where  I  was  standing,  I  got  a  perch  of 
ilb.  on  the  worm  hook.  I  re-baited  and  cast  in 
again,  and  allowed  my  bait  to  rest  where  it  was 
cast.   After  waiting  for  a  few  minutes  the  line 
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the*  Nidd,  and  he  will  tell  you  that  it's  fairly  good, 
but  "  neither  t'  quality  nor  t'  quantity  is  o'wt  like 
what  it  used  to  be,"  he  will  say,  with  a  sigh  "  for 
the  days  of  auld  lang  syne." 

If  you  ask  him  why  this  dearth  of  fish,  he  may 
express  himself  in  similar  terms  as  one  once  said 
to  me, "  There's  too  many  rabbits  for  the  cabbages 
nowadays." 

And  after  all,  whether  there  is  any  truth  in  this 
remark  or  not,  does  not  the  enthusiastic  devotee 
of  angling,  who  loves  the  sport  for  itself  alone, 
appreciate  the  results  of  his  day's  outing  all  the 
more  when  he  knows  that  it  required  the  utmost 
skill  and  perseverance  to  transfer  those  sorely- 
teaaed  trout  from  the  river  into  his  basket  ? 

Truly  his  cup  of  happiness  is  indeed  full  to 
overflowing.  Beown  Owl. 


Thomas  F.  Millaed,  the  war  correspondent, 
whose  articles  '•  With  the  Boer  Army  "  attracted 
so  much  attention  in  Scribner's  last  year,  is  now 
in  China,  and  will  contribute  to  the  January 
number  of  Scribner's  a  critical  comparison  of  the 
merits  and  defects  of  the  various  armies  in  the 
field  in  China. 


We  had  provided  ourselves  with  a  bag  of  worms 
each,  and  I  carried  a  small  tin  pail  containing  a 
quantity  of  live  minnows  taken  from  our 
aquarium. 

At  last  we  came  in  view  of  the  pond,  shining 
through  the  reeds  and  bulrushes,  and  as  we  got  still 
nearer  a  clamour  got  u  p  from  the  alarmed  waterfowl . 
A  cormorant  and  a  flight  of  duck  got  up  and  flew 
over  the  woods,  and  one  or  two  moorhens,  or 
stankies,  as  they  are  named  in  some  parts  of 
Scotland,  were  seen  fluttering  over  the  surface  of 
the  water  to  take  shelter  on  a  small  islet  covered 
over  with  willows  and  fringed  with  reeds.  We 
went  to  a  favourite  corner,  having  a  good  firm 
bank,  and  where  a  small  burn,  which  fed  the 
pond,  entered  in.  There  were  not  too  many  reeds 
here  for  comfortable  fishing,  and  a  fish  or  two 
was  generally  to  be  found  at  this  spot ;  in  fact, 
we  could  always  depend  on  finding  a  shoal  of 
perch  near  here,  and  if  they  were  not  present  it 
was  a  good  sign  that  something  larger  was  in  the 
immediate  vicinity. 

I  had  a  rod  of  about  twelve  feet,  and  my 
brother  was  fitted  out  with  one  slightly  longer, 
but  of  a  lighter  biiild  than  mine. 

He  rigged  up  float  tackle  for  perch,  using 


began  to  twitch  and  then  straighten  out.  As  the 
fish  was  moving  off  with  the  bait  I  gave  him  a 
check,  and  then  a  rush  took  place  for  the  deepest 
part  of  the  pond.  A  struggle  took  place,  and, 
after  giving  in,  he  was  neatly  gaffed  by  my 
brother  and  lifted  out  on  the  bank.  We  knocked 
him  on  the  head,  and,  after  taking  out  the  minnow 
tackle,  found  that  he  was  a  nice  pike  of  Sib.  or 
thereby.  He  was  well  filled  and  beautifully 
marked  for  a  pond  pike,  but  that,  perhaps, 
would  be  owing  to  the  amount  of  food  at  hand  in 
the  shape  of  perch,  &c.  A  large  piece  of  swampy 
ground  near  the  pond  swarmed  with  frogs,  newts, 
and  a  great  variety  of  other  aquatic  and  amphibi- 
ous creatures  during  the  spring  and  summer,  so 
that  the  fish  had  no  lack  of  that  kind  of  food. 

Putting  on  another  minnow,  and  likewise  a 
fresh  worm,  I  cast  in  again  some  distance  away 
from  where  I  got  my  last  fish,  and  got  a  few  more 
very  small  perch  and  one  of  fib.  Now  and  again 
my  line  would  give  signs,  and  then  another 
greedy  perch  would  be  brought  to  the  bank,  to  be 
returned  if  under  the  ^Ib.  This  went  on 
for  a  time,  until  I  got  a  small  pike  of  about  21b. 
Gagging  him  with  a  piece  of  stick  and  taking  out 
the  hooks  as  gently  as  I  could,  I  turned  him  in  to 
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grow  bigger.  Casting  further  out,  I  got  a  nice 
perch  of  l|^lb.,  on  the  minnow,  and  then  moved 
along  towards  the  mouth  of  the  burn.  Here  I 
caught  an  evil-looking  trout  of  about  21b.  He 
took  my  minnow  as  greedily  as  a  pike,  and  in 
more  respects  than  that  closely  resembled  one.  His 
skin  was  almost  black,  his  head  very  large,  and 
his  jaws  were  well  provided  with  murderous- 
looking  teeth,  which,  no  doubt,  were  more 
accustomed  to  sampling  small  fry  than  flies. 
Needless  to  say,  I  put  him  back.  My  brother 
had  crossed  the  burn  by  means  of  a  fallen  fir, 
and  was  getting  good  sport  among  the  perch, 
which  were  well  on  the  feed.  While  fishing  I 
saw  him  land  and  return  a  small  jack  which  had 
taken  his  worm.  Some  of  the  natives  here 
scarcely  used  anything  else  than  a  large  worm, 
when  taking  a  cast  on  the  sly,  and  frequently 
they  got  on  fairly  well. 

I  now  took  off  the  tackle  I  was  using  and  fixed 
on  a  trace  and  flight  for  spinning  the  natural 
minnow.  Hauling  out  a  length  of  line  from  my 
reel,  I  cast  from  the  bank  and  fished  over  some 
weedy  parts,  getting  a  few  runs,  and  one  or  two 
small  pike,  which  I  put  in  again.  There  were 
many  small  fellows  of  21b.  and  31b.  on  the  move, 
and  I  believe  that  it  was  due  to  the  size  of  the 
baits  I  was  using  that  I  got  these.  I  could  get 
nothing  else  at  this  time  of  the  year,  unless 
perch,  and  the  water  was  too  clear  and  still  to 
use  a  spoon  or  other  artificial. 

At  other  seasons  the  burns  supplied  us  with 
plenty  of  small  trout,  but  these  we  did  not  care  to 
interfere  with  at  this  time.  I  tried  the  spinning 
bait  for  some  time  longer,  and  got  another  fish  of 
about  51b.  and  a  good  perch  of  lilb.  This  was 
the  best  perch  I  got  that  day,  and,  as  one  of  that 
weight  was  generally  looked  upon  as  a  specimen 
in  the  district,  I  felt  not  a  little  pleased.  Having 
taken  no  lunch  with  us,  we  began  to  feel  some- 
what hungry,  and  just  as  I  was  thinking  that  it 
was  time  for  something  to  eat,  a  shout  came  from 
my  brother,  saying  that  he  would  like  to  start  for 
home  in  half  an  hour. 

Fishing  that  time  for  all  I  was  worth,  I  got 
another  two  pike  of  41b.  and  lib.  respectively.  I 
kept  the  larger,  and  this  left  me  with  three  pike, 
of  81b.,  51b.,  and  41b.  each,  and  nineteen  perch, 
ranging  from  ^Ib.  to  Hlb.  in  weight.  My  brother 
had  nearly  two  dozen  perch,  and  we  put  our  fish 
in  a  bag,  slung  over  a  pole.  Each  of  us  took  an 
end  of  the  pole,  and  struck  out  for  home,  taking 
the  road  by  which  we  came.  The  mild,  open 
weather  gave  way  to  frost  next  day,  and  skating 
and  curling  took  place  in  about  a  week  on  the 
water  we  had  been  fishing.      Black  Beetle. 


FISHING  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 


Leaving  Vancouver  March  14,  by  the  little 
steamer  Bert,  we  started  on  our  long  promised 
fishing  trip.  As  usual,  the  luck  was  perversely 
exasperating — rain — although  the  previous  three 
weeks  the  sun  had  been  lovely  during  the  day, 
with  the  necessary  cold  nights  to  check  the  snow, 
and  thus  keep  our  particular  river,  the  Cheakamus, 
at  a  fishable  state.  The  reports  had  been  simply 
thrilling  from  one  or  two  of  the  wild  residents 
up  in  the  locality,  so  we  were  in  a  fever  to  be  off, 
and  cursed  every  little  load  of  freight  that  came 
dobbing  down  into  the  dock  at  the  last  moment 
for  way  ports.  At  last  captain  sings  all  clear, 
and  we  heave  a  sigh  of  relief. 

"Haiugh't,"  says  captain,  "ye'U  heave  mair 
nor  a  sigh  afore  ye  gets  in  the  nicht.  She's 
blawin'  like  the  vera  deevil  outside.  She  was 
busting  a  squawl  in  the  harbour,  even  to  lu'ard  of 
the  big  hills  "  that  sheltered  and  made  the  great 
harbour,  so  we  knew  what  she'd  give  us  in  the 
open ;  and,  to  make  matters  worse,  the  tide  was 
running  out  and  the  wind  in,  with  the  beastliest 
rain  ever  seen.  But  B.  C.  thinks  nothing  of  rain ; 
we  get  it  proper  square  abeam. 

How  that  old  tub  of  a  boat  did  roll,  pitch, 
moan,  grunt,  and  squirm.  The  fish  knew  we'd  a 
full  cargo  aijoard,  as  did  the  gulls,  for  they  all 
hovered  near  us,  judging  by  their  experience  with 
other  outgoing  ships  that  a  good  meal  would  be 
cast  on  the  waters  for  them.  And  it  was  so, 
even  unto  the  last  man  of  us.  Well,  to  cut  it 
short,  we  rounded  old  Point  Atkinson  and  started 
up  Howe  Sound,  where  we  got  the  wind  astern 
and  less  sea,  as  the  frowning  mountains  gave  us 
some  friendly  shelter.    Whist,  when  once  our 


stomachs  were  capable  of  it,  killed  time  till  we 
got  to  the  squarmish  mouth,  when,  as  luck  would 
have  it,  the  tide  was  too  low  to  run  up  the  river 
to  BiUy  Mashiter's  with  the  steamer,  so  captain 
and  his  crew  of  three  dropped  anchor,  and  we 
lowered  the  long  boat  and  ,only  boat  of  the 
steamer,  got  the  only  lady  p'assenger  somehow 
over  the  side  and  into  the  boat's  stern,  dumped 
all  our  baggage  and  gear,  and  slid  into  the 
pitching  craft,  and  started  four  oars,  and 
half  an  hour's  pull  brought  us  safe  alongside 
of  the  little  G-overnment  wharf,  where  a  medley 
mixture  of  Japs,  Si  washes,  and  whites  awaited 
our  dripping  arrival.  Our  lady  passenger,  safely 
ashore,  started  to  attend  to  her  duties  at  once, 
as  she  was  the  lady  of  the  house  where  we  expected 
to  sleep  that  night.  Her  husband  is  postmaster, 
and  keeps  the  only  store  the  settlement  boasts  of. 
Soon  supper  was  ready.  Just  before  we  fell  to, 
up  lumbers  a  waggon.  "  Hurrah !  boys,  we'll 
make  the  best  of  our  way  to  camp  this  night, 
that  is,  if  Rob  Thome  will  take  us."    We  make 


mud-bedecked,  but  warm  as  locusts  from  our 
walk  and  exertion — all  but  one,  the  stocking 
chappie.  We  had  to  sleep  in  an  empty  barn,  but 
the  thought  of  only  three  more  miles  to  our  camp 
of  the  morrow  was  encouraging,  so  we  got  out  our 
dannaye  bajf,  changed  our  duds,  got  some  baloni 
sausage,  bread,  and  butter,  and  went  to  sleep. 
Up  with  the  sun — no,  the  rain,  I  mean — did  up 
our  duds  and  took  them  back  to  the  waggon, 
finished  the  remnants  of  our  hasty  cold  supper, 
and  started,  having  told  Rob  to  follow. 

Camp  hove  in  sight,  at  least  the  hut  did,  and 
lo !  oh  joy  of  joys,  the  sun  was  on  it  in  the 
hollow  !  The  four  of  us  set  up  a  yell  of  greeting 
and  dashed  forward.  On  entry  a  pleasant  sight. 
Some  dear,  clean,  sweet  angel  from  the  upper 
valley  had  turned  it  into  a  stable  and  forgotten  to 
clean  it.  Fortunately  its  occupant  had  been  a 
horse  instead  of  cattle.  Well,  no  help  for  it ;  we 
turned  to  and  got  it  clean,  swept  and  garnished; 
split  some  cedar  for  bunks.  By  this  time  came 
the  waggon.   In  a  trice  up  went  our  camp  stove 


A  Moening's  (Jatuh,  MokRis  Lake,  Bbiiish  Columbia. 
Seventeen  brace  of  trout  (best  flsh  2Jlb.)  and  an  81b.  salmon, 


the  dicker,  and  Rob  comes  in  to  supper  witt  the 
rest ;  meanwhile  our  camp  outfit  and  gear  is  all 
stored  in  his  rig  and  covered  with  straw  and 
tarpaulin.  Supper  over,  we  get  all  our  things 
conveniently  arranged,  and  are  in  the  act  of 
jumping  up  into  the  waggon  when  Rob  sings  out  : 
"  No,  boys ;  hold  on.  No  such  a  trick  as  that 
air  fer  me.  This  load  with  me  and  my  kid  is  as 
much  as  any  two  'osses  is  good  for,  and  the  roads 
so  damnable  as  they  be.    No,  you  walks  ! " 

.  There  was  a  laugh,  but  Rob  was  too  well  known 
to  waste  any  discussion,  so  he  was  told  to  go  on, 
and  we'd  follow.  Black  as  your  hat ;  mud — lots 
of  it — and  water  holes,  too;  nine  miles. 
"Lantern,"  says  one.  Agreed.  Back  to  BiUy 
Mashiter's.  Purchase  made,  procession  starts, 
some  in  long  rubber  boots,  some  in  leather  boots 
to  knees,  and,  alas  !  one  chappie — poor,  dear  boy — 
in  knickers,  stockings,  and  gracefully  low  shoes. 
Talk  about  ducks  and  rain !  How  it  did  pour ! 
Eleven  p.m.  saw  us  at  Rob's  bam,  drenched  and 


and  the  shavings,  already  waiting  her  empty 
inside,  were  jammed  in,  and  the  dry  wood  we'd 
brought  from  Rob's  pile  went  on  top  of  that.  In 
ten  minutes  the  pot  was  a-boil,  cups  out  on  the 
bark  table  we'd  made.  Eggs  and  bacon  then 
spluttered  in  the  pan ;  hot  coffee,  how  good  ! 

"  Grub  "  dispensed  with,  we  told  Rob  to  come 
Wednesday  morning  following,  promising,  if  luck 
smiled,  to  bring  him  a  string  of  fish  down  on 
Sunday. 

Rods  out,  and  two  chaps  up  stream,  two  down. 
My  special  chum  and  myself  had  arranged  to  go 
down  the  first  day,  but  thought  it  fairer  to  give 
the  new-comers  a  chance,  so  let  'em  choose. 

"  Oh,  up  stream,  every  time." 

"  Right  you  are,"  says  I. 

Off  they  went,  off  we  went,  only  too  well  pleased. 
Down  was  nearer  the  sea,  and  at  this  time  of 
year  just  what  we  wanted. 

We'd  a  goodish  tramp,  but  the  dear  old  collie 
Heather  knew  his  road,  and  had  gone  on,  as  he 
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and  his  master  had  fished  many  a  time,  and  the 
beggar  had  taken  it  for  granted  it  was  down 
stream  we'd  go. 

At  last  we  struck  the  run  of  runs,  ending  in 
Slipper's  Swim,  as  it  is  Cilled.  Why  ?  Some 
other  day  you  may  be  told.  The  river  spems  to 
come  down  a  shoot  with  a  boil,  and  a  lively  back 
eddy  at  the  commencement  of  this  stretch ;  then 
a  long  fishable  rapid  of  200  yards. 

Alf,  my  chum,  chose  the  rapid  to  start  with,  on 
my  special  recommend ;  fished  it  honestly,  as  few 
like  him  know  how  to,  with  either  minnow  or  fly. 
I  waited  him  awhile  where  the  swim  and  rapid 
joined.   Presently  he  came  down. 

"  Never  a  touch,"  said  he. 

"  Well,  wait  now.  You  see  that  rock  ? 
Change  your  minnow  to  one  of  these  fin.  copper 
and  silver  spoons,  and  drop  it  well  up  above  the 
rock  a  good  twenty-five  yards.  Lift  her  a  little  to 
clear  the  top  side  as  you  come  into  that  swirl. 
Nicely  done,  old  man.  Spin  fast;  now  up. 
Gad !  you've  got  em.  Easy,  easy,  old  man.  Don't 
let  him  run  there;  he'll  cut  up  sunk  root  and 
rock.    Butt  him." 

"  I  can't ;  he's  too  big." 

'•  You  must,  you  must ;  your  only  chance." 

Butt  it  is,  for  the  second  only.  The  water 
catches  our  quarry,  and  squares  him  off  the 
danger.  Holding  for  more  than  an  instant  is  out 
of  the  question  with  these  sea  fish.  The  danger 
was  over  for  the  time,  and  the  sport  com- 
menced. Play,  play,  inch  by  inch,  then  a  rush 
that  death  could  hardly  stop,  a  pause,  hesitation, 
another  rush,  and  so  on.  Oh,  how  it  thrills  one's 
heart  even  to  tell  it !  I  know  the  ri^er  so  well 
that  even  as  the  words  fall  to  paper  the  scene  all 
comes  before  me  again.  For  twenty  minutes  that 
chap  fought  before  we  dare  attempt  to  gaff. 

"  Alf,  you  must  use  more  strength  with  these 
fish,  old  man,  and  not  take  so  many  risks.  Your 
rod  and  tackle  will  bear  the  firmer  hand,  but  if 
ever  your  game  gets  the  upper  hand,  and  goes  off 
the  handle  down  below,  you'll  lose  rod,  tackle, 
fish,  and  all  else,  even  to  your  life,  if  you  attempt 
to  follow.  Listen !  Above  the  roar  of  the  water 
down  that  rapid,  do  you  hear  that  low,  dull 
rumble  P" 

"  Ah  !  I  do.    What  is  it  ?  " 

"  Rocks,  my  boy,  such  as  only  B.  0.  water  can 
turn.  Listen  !  Down  the  bed  of  that  gully,  as 
the  water  roars  she  rolls  boulders  a  ton  weight ! 
Fancy  if  the  under-tow  caught  you,  and  carried 
you  downward,  and  your  creel,  strap,  coat,  or 
wader  caught  in  their  jagged  clefts,  where  would 
you  be  ?  Crushed,  dear  lad,  with  all  your  life 
yet  whole  in  you.  Even  the  Indians  at  certain 
stages  won't  canoe  it." 

Strange  she's  safer  to  travel  in  flood  than  when 
low,  but  it's  true,  so  Alfred  concludes  to  run  no 
chances  of  losing  rod  or  fish.  Life's  little  to 
him,  rt-ckleas  devil  that  he  is,  but  sport's  dearer, 
and  he  holds  his  fish  up  better,  and  takes  no 
chance  of  their  going  over  and  down  that  awful 
rac«. 

We  fish  on  for  a  while ;  the  early  setting  sun 
(dark  nearly  at  six,  and  some  miles  of  forest  to 
traverse)  warns  us  to  be  off. 

Alfred,  pleased  and  proud  as  only  a  fisherman 
can  be,  counts  his  fish — thirteen,  total  weight, 
fair  and  square,  571b. 

"My  best  average,"  he  shouts.  "Oh,  to  die 
now,  for  fear  I  spoil  it.  A  4-pounder  is  the 
largest  trout  I  ever  got,  and  here's  one  91b. 
How  I'll  tease  the  governor  next  time  I  write 
him." 

Well,  we  strung  'em  so  they'll  pack  easy,  and 
1  hoist  my  few  on  to  my  shoulder,  their  slimy  but 
beautiful  sides  flopping  against  my  coat.  To  put 
them  in  creel  is  out  of  the  question ;  they  are  too 
long. 

Dear  old  Heather  has  sat  watching  the  per- 
formance, bringing  the  ugly-looking  gaff  when 
we  were  both  too  busy  to  get  it,  and  watched  us 
land  the  fish,  being  as  keen  as  the  rest  of  us,  and 
in  some  instances  just  as  intelligent,  and  more  so, 
than  a  man.  He  knows  it's  home  now,  and  but 
for  him,  in  the  tangled  and  overgrown  trail 
through  the  dense  woods,  we  should,  iu  the  now 
dim  light  (almost  dark),  have  lost  our  way  ;  but 
day  and  night  are  all  one  to  him,  and  we  blindly 
follow.  Who  says  a  dog  is  no  use,  no  charm,  not 
sent-ibloP  Whoever  does  lies  blacker  than  night, 
Our  old  lad  has  helped  us — many  a  time  piloted 
us  safe.  After  a  bit,  witb  a  joyous  bark,  he 
bpunds  into  the  open,  and  we  see  down  the  road 


a  hole  in  the  dark  (the  other  side  of  the  river), 
the  light  set  in  the  hut  'v.  indow.  We  cross  the 
bridge,  and  just  before  we  get  up  to  the  cabin 
dropped  our  fish,  bidding  the  dog  to  stay  guard. 
Heaven  be  praiied !  The  other  two  were  in  first, 
and  had  the  fire  lit,  and  were  half  through 
supppr. 

"  Well,"  was  the  salute,  "  what  luck  P  Not 
much,  judging  by  your  faces." 

"  We  want  a  drink  and  a  wash,  then  we'll  talk." 
Alfred  asked  their  luck. 
"  Two,  just,  one  a  beauty,  6lb." 
"  Gosh  !  is  that  all  that's  left  of  it  P  "  said  A., 
looking  at  a  lovely  tail-half  of  a  fish  that  must 
have  gone  near  the  61b.  quoted. 

"  Yes,  I  guess  so,  bar  the  bit  in  the  pan." 
"Well,  hang  me,"  said  I,  "you  fellows  have 
eaten  well  if  you  have  not  fished  well ;  over  31b. 
trout  to  the  two  of  you,  bar  the  nature's  stuffing." 

"  Alf,  we'll  finish  this,  with  the  doggie  to  help 
out." 

But  Alf,  where  was  he  gone  ?  Ah !  here  he  is, 
shoulders  down,  and  trailing  in  each  hand — • 

"What?  why  fish!  Well,  I'm  blest  if  you 
fellows  are  not  true  anglers." 

"  Why,  we  never  said  we  had  no  fish  ;  you  said 
that,  Wilkinson." 

"  Blest  if  I  didn't  doubt  the  eye  of  that  chap 
Alfred  Morten ;  but  you — you  fooled  us  altogether, 
that  settles  it.  We  downstream  to-morrow,  and 
yon  go  up." 

Bat,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we  all  stayed  home  next 
day,  for  it  started  to  rain  in  earnest,  and  poured 
for  four  days  straight.  The  river  rose  bank  full, 
and  by  the  time  the  water  was  fishable  it  was 
time  to  up  stakes  and  go  home. 

We  had  no  luck  until  the  last  day,  when  the 
river  was  low  enough  and  of  clearer  colour  to 
allow  us  out  there.  Mr.  Wilkinson  made  the 
record  of  four  fish  (3241b.),  on  a  9ft.  steel-centre 
split  cane  Hardy,  a  little  wonder.  Strange  to  say, 
we  all  went  upstream  that  day.  My  !  but  it  was 
a  sight;  one  of  the  four,  11  fib.,  in  a  ripping 
torrent.  But  all  held,  and  he  came  to  gaff  like  a 
pearl  of  priceless  beauty. 

"  My  stars,"  said  Mr.  W.,  "  that  fish  would 
make  them  stare  at  home  (Mr.  W.  was  just  out). 
I'll  write  them  B.  0.  is  the  place  for  me ;  but 
stay,  I'd  best  shut  my  face,  as  they  say  out  here, 
or  we'll  have  all  England  out,  and  there  won't  be 
no  fishing  for  nobody." 

Twelve  o'clock  that  night  saw  us  aboard  our 
little  steamer  for  Vancouver.  We  are  going  again 
in  the  fall,  if  weather  permits.  The  water,  if 
clear,  will  then  allow  of  their  being  taken  with  the 
salmon  files,  which  is  the  best  fun;  but  failing 
that,  give  me  minnow,  and  you've  got  to  know 
how  to  fish  that  to  kill  these  fellows,  for  they 
know  a  lot,  and  always  seem  to  be  lying  on  the 
far  side.  The  stream  is  wide,  swift,  deep,  and 
very  treacherous.  Wading,  except  at  tue  edge,  is 
out  of  the  question,  so  long  casting  is  your  only 
cbance,  sometimes  twenty-five  to  thirty  yards 
clear  before  your  minnow  drops  into  the  water  and 
steals  more  line.  Ob  for  a  moderate  income  with- 
out work  !  British  Columbia  is  the  place  to  spend 
it  if  you  have  a  fishing  soul.     H.  Mackenzie. 


BURNING  THE  TANAR. 
A  CHRISTMAS  EVE  ADVENTURE,  1860. 


By  G.  M. 

Spearing  salmon  in  1860  was  as  much  against 
the  law  as  it  is  now,  but  then  the  law  was  so 
recently  passed  that  few  of  the  residents  took  to 
it  seriously,  and  none  actually  either  cared  for  it 
or  feared  it.  It  was  only  a  generation  ago  since 
everybody  helped  themselves  to  the  salmon  in 
the  Dee  in  general,  and  in  the  Tanar  and  the  like 
of  it  in  particular,  as  the  fish  were  there  more 
easily  come-at-able,  and  could  be  gaffed  without 
risk  of  drowning,  which  was  not  always  the  case 
in  the  main  stream.  There  was  no  close  time  in 
our  grandfather's  day,  and  little  heed  paid  to  it 
in  our  father's.  Why,  there  was  only  an  old  Irish 
body  of  a  bailiff  as  the  representative  of  the  law, 
and  in  a  lawless  hole  like  Glentaner  it  was  a  pure 
mrckery  to  speak  of  being  taken  by  him. 

The  Glen  was  formerly  notorious  for  its  whisky 
smuggling,  and  even  then  it  had  not  lost  all  its 
smell  of  the  bothy-reek  (smoke).  There  were  few 
of  the  farmers  but  brewed  their  own  Yule  dram, 
and  although  it  was  colourless,  fiery  stuff,  being 
new  and  unblended,  yet  there  were  no  headaches 


in  the  morning  but  what  anotlier  "  stiffener  " — 
"  a  hair  of  the  dog  "—could  cure  and  straighten 
one  up  for  a  fresh  boot.  The  men  who  had  been 
bi'ought  up  to  despise  the  exciseman — '  whisky 
guager,"  as  he  was  called — could  not  be  expected 
to  fall  into  raptures  over  any  new-fangled  salmon 
laws  they  saw  no  sense  or  reason  in  passing,  and 
which  threatened  to  limit  their  winter  supplies, 
for  in  a  haunch  of  venison  from  the  forest  and  a 
kipper  or  two  from  the  water  was  their  main 
chance  and  dependence  in  tiding  over  the  long 
winter  nights  and  short  days  when  little  or  no 
work  could  be  done. 

This  by  way  of  excusing  a  practice  indulged  in 
by  many  otherwise  reputable  citizens  in  their 
younger  days,  who  would  not  now  deign  even  to 
entertain  or  harbour  a  thought  of  "  burning  the 
water"  whatever  their  chances  might  be,  and  who 
would  see  no  temptation  in  a  burnfuU  of  spawn- 
ing fish,  nor  have  the  slightest  hankering  after 
sharing  the  spoils  of  an  exciting  adventure  and  a 
"  glorious  night." 

Joe  Berry  was  one  of  the  gamest  farmers  in  the 
district.  If  there  was  anything  in  the  way  of 
shooting  deer  or  spearing  fish,  Joe  was  the  man 
to  lead  the  van.  He  was  a  great  reader,  a  shrewd, 
intelligent  thinker,  and  a  debater  of  no  mean 
order  in  his  own  circle.  He  was  as  hardy  to  boot, 
and  after  putting  in  a  day  ploughing  miry-slushy 
land  with  a  team  of  oxen  would  pass  the  better 
half  of  the  night  and  well  into  the  small  hours  of 
the  morning  waist-deep  in  a  burn  full  of  snow- 
broth  spearing  fish  with  a  hayfork,  and  never 
feel  a  bit  the  worse  tf  the  night's  adventure. 
Malcolm  was  another  of  the  same  hardy  school, 
but  was  a  lumberer,  wood  floater,  or  day  labourer 
as  work  turned  up. 

The  Paddock  Pool  was  to  be  our  rendezvous, 
and  two  of  us,  who  were  holidaying  at  Aboyne 
from  Edinburgh  during  our  Christmas  vacation 
at  college,  were  invited  by  Joe  to  a  night  on  the 
water,  and  started  about  ten  o'clock,  when  all 
respectable  people  were  retiring  to  rest,  and  when 
we  were  supposed  to  be  among  them.  Bob  "  ran 
the  cutter "  at  the  Boat,  a  wayside  inn,  where 
the  ferry-boat  plied  a  precarious  trade,  and  which 
has  been  since  superseded  by  a  fine  suspension 
bridge.  It  was  infra  dig.  for  any  of  my  social 
connections  and  well-wishers  to  get  wind  of  my 
requiring  nocturnal  supplies  of  whisky  at 
10  p.m.  But  Bob  was  a  stranger  from  the  south, 
and  had  no  scruples  in  the  matter.  By  the  way, 
a  gill  of  whisky  then  only  cost  4d.,  and  our 
supply  that  night  consisted  of  a  bottle  which  held 
about  five  gills,  not  an  extraordinary  quantity  in 
such  a  "  dry "  place  as  Glentana,  and  we  could 
hardly  have  joined  the  "  ranks "  with  less. 
Whisky  was  the  password  then  to  all  hidden 
mysteries  of  the  Glen  ;  but  Sir  William  changed 
all  that,  and  now  it  is  as  sober  a  spot  as  is  to  be 
found  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Once  through  the  river,  and  we  had  to  strike 
for  the  Tanar,  some  three  miles  up ;  but  it  was  a 
fine  night,  with  a  clear  moon  above,  and  a  near 
cut  over  tbe  shoulder  of  Birse  Moor  brought  us 
into  the  precincts  of  the  Glen,  and  by  eleven 
o'clcjck  or  so  we  were  at  the  Paddock  Pool  and 
stripped  for  action. 

Joe  Berry  and  Malcolm  had  "preed"  (tasted) 
the  "  water  of  life  "  prior  to  starting,  and  the  one 
waded  up  the  burn  while  the  other  held  the  torch. 
Bob  and  I  brought  up  the  rear  with  the  com- 
missariat and  baggage,  i.e.,  their  clothes.  Each 
had  been  provided  with  a  club,  to  do  the  killing 
as  the  fish  were  thrown  out,  but  fuUy  half  a  mile 
of  fine  water  was  gone  over  before  a  single  one 
was  struck. 

"  Something's  come  our  (over)  the  fish,"  re- 
marked Berry,  in  disappointed  tones.  "  I  could 
swear  I  counted  over  a  hundred  on  the  ground  we 
have  covered  only  yesterday,  and  the  burn  has  not 
risen  an  inch  since  then.  Had  (hold)  the  licht  (light) 
closer  down,  Malcolm,  and  keep  well  behind  yon 
billies  on  the  bank.  I'll  try  them  again."  And 
Joe  covered  another  400  yards  or  so,  and  then 
stopped  operations. 

"  I'll  tell  you  what  it  is,  lads ;  the  fish  are 
clean  scared.  There's  been  somebc  dy  on  the  water 
before  us,  and  the  fish  are  aff  («  ff)  their  beds." 

"  Who  could  it  be  ?  "  queried  Malcolm. 

"  1  dinna  ken,  but  the  Tanar  is  only  nine  miles 
lang,  and  I  mean  to  see  before  I  sleep,  though  1 
should  ging  (go)  to  the  heed  on't,"  was  Berry's 
laconic  reply.  He  felt  aggrieved  at  the  discom- 
fiture. 
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A  council  of  war  was  held  by  torch-light,  and 
the  bottle  produced  to  grace  the  proceedings.  It 
was  decided  to  head  up  the  Glen,  and  if  nothing 
was  seen,  to  try  fresh  ground.  It  was  the  experi- 
ence of  these  "  experts  "  that  their  water  had  been 
"  poached,"  their  special  preserves  invaded,  and 
the  night's  fun  to  us,  and  spoil  to  them,  accord- 
ingly interfered  with.  They  came  to  this 
conclusion  from  the  shyness  of  the  fish,  which, 
once  disturbed,  are  not  so  easily  approached  for 
some  considerable  time,  till  they  again  pair  and 
settle  down. 

The  torch  was  extinguished,  and  the  order  of 
march  arranged.  Berry  leading  the  van  by  short 
cuts,  so  as  to  save  the  windings  of  the  stream. 

Topping  a  bit  of  rising  ground  the  leader  gave 
a  low  whistle,  easily  understood  by  Malcolm,  who 
hustled  up  to  Berry,  who  was  in  the  act  of 
sending  some  unknown  persons  on  a  long  journey 
when  we  foregathered  with  them  on  the  summit 
of  the  hill  commanding  a  full  view  of  the  glen  in 
daylight — and  not  a  bad  view  in  the  struggling 
moonlight  then  prevailing. 

"  What's  up,  Joe  ? "  was  our  breathless  ques- 
tion. 

"Do  you  see  that  flicker  (unsteady  light) 
yonder  ?  "  and  looking  along  his  arm  we  could 
see  something  like  the  glowing  end  of  a  match  in 
the  dark,  bobbing  up  and  down,  and  swaying 
backwards  and  forwards,  as  the  unseen  party  who 
owned  it  moved  about. 

"  It's  Cobbleheugh,  I  be  sworn,"  said  Joe ; 
"  he's  got  the  whole  Dee  to  himself,  and  yet  his 
greed  brings  him  up  the  Glen  because  he  kens 
there  will  lots  got  here  without  any  risk  to  his 
shins  or  damage  to  his  holy  creed ;  but  we'll 
'  do '  him.  Are  you  twa  lads  game  to  act  the 
watcher  ?  Can  you  roar  out  something  in  Irish  ? 
They'll  not  wait  to  see  you,  I'll  gae  my  oath  on, 
for  they've  come  over  the  hill  from  the  river 
because  the  news  of  a  new  bailiff  has  been  going 
about  for  some  days,  and  he's  said  to  be  an  Irish- 
man newly  from  Cork  or  Limerick,  and  would 
know  nothing  about  fish  being  in  the  Glen.  They 
would  spot  Malcolm  or  me,  but  if  they  try  to 
make  off  with  the  bag,  whistle  and  call  upon  us  to 
help,  and  we'll  make  a  dash  for  it.  Now  be  off, 
for  they  have  likely  made  up  their  bag  by  this 
time." 

Cobbleheugh  was  the  name  of  a  farm  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hill,  and,  as  is  the  practice  at  the 
present  day,  the  farmers  on  Deeside  are  always 
named  by  friends  and  foes  alike  after  the  names 
of  their  holdings.  Smith  of  Cobbleheugh  was  an 
elder  in  the  parish  church,  and  the  only  reason 
for  "burning"  the  Glen  was  to  avoid  any 
publicity  in  being  found  out  on  the  river.  It  was 
beginning  to  be  looked  upon  near  a  centre  of  light 
and  leading  like  Aboyne,  the  seat  of  the  Marquis 
of  Huntly,  as  hardly  respectable  to  be  found 
"  burning  the  water,"  and  so  there  was  a  justifiable 
case  for  playing  a  game  on  the  farmer  were  it  for 
nothing  else  than  to  punish  him  for  his  hypocrisy. 

A  ten  minutes'  tramp  over  the  rough, 
uneven  ground  brought  us  to  the  walk  along 
the  Glen,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  Tanar. 

"  Bob,  you  act  the  Irishman,"  I  whispered  to 
my  class-mate,  who  was  game  to  the  heels  for  any 
sploy,  either  in  the  Grass-market  or  Glentaner. 
It  was  all  the  same  to  him,  whether  he  was  in 
Edinburgh  or  on  Deeside  or  his  native  Tayside, 
he  was  at  home  in  any  role  he  chose  to  play. 

"  All  right,  Mac  "  ;  and  just  then  we  almost  fell 
over  one  of  Cobbieheugh's  partners,  who  had 
been  following  up  the  light  with  the  spoil,  where 
the  path  was  easier. 

'•  By  the  soul  of  me  faither,"  roared  Bob, 
"  what  sort  of  game  is  this  yez  are  up  to  ?  By 
the  holy  St.  Patrick,  let  me  gets  holds  of 
yez ! " 

But  with  a  wild,  started  yell  the  farmer 
dropped  the  sack,  the  light  disappeared,  and 
nothing  but  the  sound  of  hurrying,  scurrying  feet 
was  heard,  as  the  trio  made  off — for  there  were 
three  of  them — leaving  everything — coats,  spear, 
lamp,  and  fish  behind,  and  we  afterwards  learned 
from  Joe  that  neither  Cobbleheugh  nor  any  of 
the  others  stopped  to  take  breath  till  they  were 
each  in  their  respective  homes  and  the  doors 
barred.    Nor  were  they  seen  abroad  for  days. 

There  was  a  merry  party  that  night — morning, 
rather,  for  it  was  nearly  two  o'clock — in  Joe's 
kitchen.  The  fish  were  duly  declared  forfeited, 
but  the  personal  effects  were  bundled  up  to  be 
secretly  returned  at  the  first  opportunity.  Then 


the  rest  of  the  bottle  was  converted  into  steam- 
ing toddy,  and  in  a  satirical  vein  the  health  of 
Cobbleheugh  and  his  assistants  duly  pledged. 
Joe's  private  supplies  were  then  drawn  for  a 
"  dochna  doris  "  (forgive  the  spelling),  or  stirrup- 
cup,  and  it  was  well  into  Christmas  morning,  the 
moon  had  gone  down,  and  the  grey  dawn  was 
appearing,  when  we  again  sighted  the  village  of 
Aboyne.   


RETIREMENT  OF  THE  OLDEST 
FISHERMAN  IN  HARNESS  ON 
TWEEDSIDE. 

On  Friday  last  the  friends  of  Mr.  George 
Wright,  fisherman  at  Makerstoun,  Kelso,  enter- 
tained him  to  a  banquet  in  the  Weigh  House 
Hotel.  Mr.  John  Maxwell,  chemist,  a  member 
of  the  Kelso  Angling  Association,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  John  Smith,  proprietor  of  the 


Kelso  Mail,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  Westwood 
Cottage,  Kelso,  being  the  vice-chairmen.  Close 
on  sixty  gentlemen  friends  and  fishermen,  who 
had  come  to  bid  "  George  "  farewell,  sat  down  to 
a  most  sumptuous  supper,  served  in  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steel's  well-known  style. 

After  discussing  the  good  things  on  the  table, 
the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were  given 
with  all  the  honours  from  the  chair,  the  singing 
of  "The  Queen"  being  led  by  Mr.  N.  J.  Mills 
("  Maxwheel"),  who  also  sang  "Rule  Britannia," 
when  the  "  Imperial  Forces "  were  proposed. 
The  first  proper  song  on  the  programme  was 
"  The  Fishermen "  (Mr.  Currie),  after  which  the 
chairman,  in  a  most  eulogistic  speech,  proposed 
Mr.  Wright's  health,  and  in  doing  so  presented 
him  with  a  .goodly  purse  of  sovereigns,  this 
tribute  having  been  got  up  by  Mr.  Arch.  Steel, 
a  well-known  angler  and  sportsman  on  Tweedside. 
Mr.  Wright  replied  in  feeling  terms,  and  gave 
a  few  of  his  fishing  experiences  since  a  lad.  The 
usual  toast  list  at  these  functions  was  fully  gone 


through  with  songs  without  number.  A  poetical 
effusion  commemorative  of  the  occasion,  and 
written  by  Mr.  Brotherstone,  farmer,  Easter 
Muirdean,  was  also  read.  Mr.  Wright,  in 
his  reply,  gave  a  gigantic  record  of  a  week's 
salmon  fishing  on  Makerstoun  water  in  the  month 
of  October,  1873,  as  follows  :  Late  Mr.  Malcolm, 
Portalloch,  Monday,  twelve ;  Tuesday,  fourteen ; 
Wednesday,  fifteen ;  Thursday,  late  Mr.  Alfred 
Dennistoun,  sixteen ;  Friday,  Mr.  Malcolm,  ten ; 
Saturday,  same  angler,  six ;  making  a  record  of 
seventy-three  fish  for  one  rod — a  feat  which  we 
understand  has  never  been  excelled  on  the  Tweed. 
Also  in  the  year  1864  Lord  Gardner  and  guests, 
at  Makerstoun,  killed  310  fish  for  the  season, 
making  another  record  with  one  rod.  In  Mr. 
Wright's  estimation  the  best  anglers  for  salmon 
who  ever  stepped  into  a  boat  with  him  were  Mr. 
Malcolm,  Mr.  Charles  Barrington,  Mr.  Dennistoun, 
the  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  Sir  Richard  Waldie- 
Griffith,  Mr.  T.  Taylor,  of  Chipchase  Castle,  Hon. 


/ 


Alex.  Macdonnel,  Mr.  J.  Bell  Irving,  Mr.  Athole 
Hay,  Major  Paton,  Lord  Brougham,  Mr.  A.  Steel, 
Lord  Minto,  and  Sir  Wm.  Scott  of  Ancrum ; 
while  for  trout  fishing  none  could  beat  the  Duke 
of  Roxburghe  and  Lord  Brougham. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  autumn  salmon  fishings 
on  the  Tweed  Mr.  George  Wright,  who  has  been 
one  of  the  most  skiKul  and  best-known  fishermen 
on  the  "  silvery  Tweed,"  severs  his  connection  with 
the  oar  and  boat,  and  now  goes  to  a  well-earned 
retirement.  Mr.  Wright  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Sprouston,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed.  How, 
then,  could  he  be  other  than  a  bor-n  fisherman, 
coming  as  he  did  of  a  fishing  stock  P  Seventy 
years  ago  it  is  since  he  first  saw  the  light,  and  in 
January,  1901 ,  he  will  attain  the  three  score  and 
ten.  After  receiving  a  good  country  schooling  he 
entered  on  the  duties  of  fisherman  at  the  age  of 
fifteen.  By  this  time  he  knew  every  nook  and 
cranny  in  the  water  for  trout  fishing,  both  by 
night  and  day,  while  as  for  the  salmon  casts, 
"  George  "  knew  them  as  well  as  he  didj  every^fly 
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he  dressed,  and  they  were  not  few.  At  Rose- 
bank,  when  a  mere  youngster,  he  rowed  the 
present  General  Warrender,  who  killed  his  first 
salmon  with  Wright.  A  most  respected  gentle 
man,  cheery  and  jovial  in  a  friendly  company,  he 
was  not  afraid  to  tell  the  experiences  of  his  long 
fisherman's  life  on  the  Tweed.  Forty-seven  years 
ago  Mr.  Wright  and  the  late  Mr.  James  Kerss — 
both  of  whom  were  brought  up  together  in  the  same 
village,  and  both  born  fishermen — left  Sprouston 
for  Makerstoun,  there  to  be  fishermen  to  the  late 
Mr.  Charles  Balfour,  of  Newton-Don,  and  the 
late  Mr.  Richard  Dennistoun,  of  Pinnaclehill, 
Kelso,  Mr.  Kerss  only  remaining,  however,  for 
six  years  in  his  new  position,  when  he  again 
"  sailed "  to  the  paternal  home  of  his  father, 
while  there  is  still  Mr.  Charles  Kerss  living.  All 
the  Kerrses  have  for  generations  been  known  to 
be  champion  salmon  and  trout  anglers,  and 
splendid  boatmen  to  boot.  We  give  a  portrait  of 
the  veteran  angler,  taken  by  Mackintosh  and  Co., 
Kelso.  Maxwhebl. 


We  gather  round  the  social  board, 

In  honour  o'  a  trusty  freen. 
Whose  mind  wi'  fishing  lore  is  stored— 

What  sport,  what  changes  he  has  seen  ! 

Now,  the  days  o'  "  leisterin's  "  past, 

Now,  the  "  cairn  nets  "  are  gone  ; 
Rod  and  line,  the  onnnin'  cast — 

That's  the  way  "  the  thing  is  done." 
The  "  burnin'  o'  the  water's  "  been 

When  loads  o'  salmon,  glitt'rin'  bright, 
Ta'en  at  the  Putt,  near  James'  Green, 

But  no  wi'  honest  Doddle  Wright. 

The  nettin'  business  wasna'  fair, 

'Twas  dounricht  murder,  we  can  say. 

It  wasna'  sport,  we  do  declare, 
The  rod  an'  line's  the  better  way. 

Lang  may  the  "clean  yins  "  plunge  an'  reel. 
The  "  Durham  Ranger  "  nibble  fast, 

Careerin'  through  the  deep  Maxwheel, 
A  beauty's  landed  safe  at  last. 

By  "  The  Trow  Craigs,"  where  Laird  Scott  dwells, 

The  rnshin'  Tweed's  a  fisher's  sight. 
An'  there  is  yin  its  glory  tells. 

And  that  brave  yin  is  Doddie  Wright. 
Ae  day  Lord  Alistair  an'  he 

An  otter  netted — poachin'  beast — 
His  Lordship  shouts  "  What  can  I  dae  ?  " 

"  My  Lord,  olaw  his  croon  wi'  '  the  Priest ! '  " 
Makerstoun's  water's  lang  been  famed 

For  "  thirty  punders  !  "   Am  I  right  ? 
An'  greater  things  than  this  is  claimed 

By  daoent,  honest  Doddie  Wright. 
His  health  we  pledge  wi'  "  three  times  three  "  ; 

Lang  may  he  row  the  fishin'  boat, 
For  seasoned  fishers  sic  as  he 

Must  be  remembered  by  a  Scott ! 


DAT  AND  MARTIN'S  DUBBIN,  &c. 

"  Potohefstroom,  Aug.  1,  1900, 
Messrs.  Day  and  Martin. 

"  Gentlemen,— I  have  been  requested  by  a  few 
comrades  to  testify  as  to  the  remarkable  qualities  of  your 
•  Dubbin  '  as  supplied  to  the  troops  by  H.M.  Government. 
Not  only  for  preserving  our  boots,  but  for  applying  to  the 
feet  to  prevent  blisters.  As  fat  for  cooking  chuppatties 
and  for  burning  aa  candles  it  is  fovind  of  great  servioa  to 
'  Torbmy  Atkins  at  the  front.' 

"  You  have  our  permission  to  make  any  use  you  think 
fit  of  this  testimonial.  Hoping  it  may  be  of  some  use  to 
you,  I  beg  to  remain,— Yours  truly, 

"  A  Volunteer, 
"  2nd  North  Hants,  Field  Force, 
"  S.  Africa." 

"  The  original  letter  can  be  seen  at  the  offices  of  Day 
and  Martin,  Ltd  ,  Borough-road,  London,  S.E." 

After  such  a  testimonial  as  this  it  hardly  needs 
words  of  ours  to  recommend  this  excellent  Water- 
proofing composition  to  the  notice  of  anglers.  It 
is  not  only  most  eflBcacious  in  keeping  out  wet 
from  boots,  but  also  perfectly  clean  and  pleasant 
to  use,  and  so  can  be  applied  to  leather  fishing 
bags,  leather  rod  cases,  straps,  &c.  We  are 
making  one  or  two  experiments  with  it  as  a 
dressing  for  fishing  lines,  and  if  successful  shall 
have  something  to  say  about  them. 

Of  course  everybody  knows  and  appreciates 
Day  and  Martin's  blacking — it  has  long  brightened 
the  features  of  the  British  public  in  reflections 
from  their  feet — but  the  great  firm's  new  furniture 
polish  is  not  so  widely  known.  We  have  found 
that  it  answers  admirably  for  polishing  all  kinds 
of  rods — a  well  polished  rod  can  never  suffer  from 
damp — and  for  furniture  of  aU  kinds  which  needs 
polishing  there  is  nothing  better. 


CLOSING  OF  THE 

"Fi^^iilS  IqSZEttE"  Toliacco  Fnqd  Fof  Our  WouijdBd 

^oldief^. 

The  first  notice  in  connection  with  this  fund  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Nov.  11,  1899. 
as  follows  : 

"  '  So  many  of  your  readers  are  soldiers  now  in  S.  Africa  that  I  would  ask  you.  Sir,  if  you  would 
open  a  subscription  for  the  War  Fund,'  so  writes  one  of  our  subscribers,  Mr.  J.  W.  Z. 

"  We  have  been  thinking  for  some  lime  if  we  might  ask  our  readers  to  subscribe,  and  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that,  while  it  would  be  out  of  place  for  us  to  open  a  general  fund  as  is  done  by 
the  big  daily  papers,  we  are  sure  many  of  our  readers  who  enjoy  a  smoke  will  gladly  send  a  shilling 
or  two  to  help  us  to  get  some  good  tobacco  to  present  to  our  wounded  soldiers  when  they  arrive  in 
this  country  from  the  seat  of  war." 

Having  referred  to  the  matter  in  an  Occasional  Note  this  week,  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  what 
is  there  said,  but  I  have  much  pleasure  in  publishing  the  following  letter  from  Lady  Maurice.  'I 
have  already  published  letters  from  Miss  Norman,  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital  at  Netley,  saying  how  much  the  tobacco,  &c.,  has  been  appreciated  by  the  men,  and  all  that 
remains  now  is  to  give  an  account  of  how  the  fund  has  been  expended. 

Through  friends  belonging  to  some  London  clubs  I  have  been  able  to  send  some  hundreds  of 
packets  of  playing  cards  with  the  tobacco. 

Messrs.  John  Player  and  Sons,  of  Nottingham,  who  have  made  such  generous  gifts  of 
tobacco  to  the  troops  in  S.  Africa,  also  very  kindly  supplied  at  a  specially  low  rate  all  the  tobacco 
purchased  on  and  after  June  21  last. 

Letter  from  Lady  Maueice. 

Lady  Maurice,  who  has  been  most  kind  in  distributing  the  tobacco,  &c.,  I  have  sent  for  the 
Herbert  Hospital,  Woolwich,  sends  me  the  following  letter,  which  I  hope  all  subscribers  to  the  Fund 
will  see,  as  it  will  show  how  much  the  gifts  have  been  appreciated.  R.  B.  Marston. 

Commandant's  House,  Woolwich,  Dec.  16,  1900. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — WiU  you  convey  to  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  my 
grateful  thanks  for  the  generous  supply  of  tobacco,  cigarettes,  pipes,  and  cards  which, 
through  their  kindness,  I  have  been  able  to  send  from  time  to  time  to  the  wounded 
soldiers  in  the  Herbert  Hospital  ? 

They  would,  I  am  sure,  have  been  rewarded  for  their  splendid  generosity  had  they 
seen  the  delight  with  which  their  gifts  were  received.  In  all  cases  the  source  of  the  gift 
was  printed  on  the  boxes  of  tobacco,  and  I  took  pains  to  draw  attention  to  these  labels. 
I  feel  myself  much  indebted  to  my  unknown  friends  enabling  me  to  be  the  medium 
through  which  their  gifts  reached  these  men. 

The  wind-up  of  their  presents  wiU  take  place  on  Christmas  Day,  when  every  man 
from  South  Africa  in  the  hospital  will  have  a  pi-esent  of  tobacco  from  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Mr.  Marston  is  sending  me  the  last  supply  for  this  pui-pose.  I  am 
sure  these  men  will  think  gratefully  of  the  friends  who  have  been  so  good  to  them, 
helping  them  through  many  weary  days  spent  in  hospital. — Believe  me  very  truly 

Annie  Maurice. 

The  amount  received,  and  already  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  thirty-one  lists,  was 
£248  Os.  m., 

Expended  as  follovts  : 


Feb.  19.— 101b.  of  shag,  in  ilb.  tins,  and  2000     £  s.  d. 
Trumpeter  cigarettes,  to  Miss  Norman, 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley,  for  the 
wounded  and  invalided  soldiers    3  11  0 

Feb.  20.— ejlb.  shag,  in  Jib.  tins,  to  Portsmouth, 

for  twenty-five  Dublin  Fusiliers   1    7  10 

Feb.  26.— 751b.  shag,  in  Jib.  tins,  to  Gen.  | 
Maurice,  C.B.,  for  soldiers  in  the  Herbert  i 
Hospital  at  Woolwich    ...    16   1   3  ! 

March  1. — 101b.  shag,  in  ^\h.  tins,  and  5000  j 
Trumpeter  cigarettes,  to  Gen.  Maurice, C.B.,  I 
for  soldiers  in  the  Herbert  Hospital  at  ! 
Woolwich   5   8  8 

Feb.  24.— 751b.  shag,  in  ilb.  tins,  and  5000 
Trumpeter  cigarettes,  to  Miss  Norman, 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley   19   8  11 

March  7.— 751b.  shag  in  Jib.  tins,  and  5010 
Trumpeter  cigarettes,  to  Miss  Norman, 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley   19  19  8 

March  7. — 400  Trumpeter  cigarettes  to  the 
Senior  Medical  Officer,  Royal  Naval  Hospi- 
tal, Haslar,  for  five  wounded  Marines      ...     0   8  8 

March  7. — Eighty  cigarettes  to  H.  R.  Isern, 

R.M.L.I.,  Chatham  Naval  Hospital   0  15 

March  13.— 31b.  Log  Cabin  in  Jib.  tins,  31b. 
shag  in  ^Ib.  tins,  and  480  Trumpeter  cigar- 
ettes for  wounded  men  at  Canterbury     ...     1  19  10 

April  6.— 1251b.  shag  in  Jib.  tins,  and  10,000 
Trumpeter  cigarettes,  to  Gen.  Maurice, 
C.B.,  for  soldiers  in  the  Herbert  Hospital 
at  Woolwich    36   7  10 

May  1.-3200  Trumpeter  cigarettes  to  W.  P. 
Thornton,Esq.,  at  Canterbury,  for  distribu- 
tion among  wounded  soldiers  there   2  12  6 

May  4.— 51b.  Navy  Cut  in  Jib.  tins,  to  Miss 
Arnold,  for  the  men  of  the  Household 
Brigade,  at  the  Convalescent  Home, 
Golder's  Hill    16  4 

May  8. — 701b.  sweetened  dark  flake,  in  Jib.  tins, 
to  the  Commander  of  the  Powerful,  for  the 
officers  and  crew  on  their  return  from  South 
Africa   22   5  10 


The  receipt  of  this  case  of  701b.  was  never  even  £  s  d. 
aeknowledged,  but  I  got  a  friend  of  mine, 
an  officer  at  Portsmeuth,  to  see  if  the  case 
reached  the  Powerful.  He  went  on  board, 
and  found  that  it  had,  and  that  the  men 
were  very  pleased  to  get  it. — R.  B.  M. 
May  8  —800  Tiumpeter  cigarettes,  to  W.  P. 
Thornton,  Esq.,  at  Bath,  for  ten  wounded 

soldiers  there    0  13  3 

June  21.— 501b.  of  Navy  Cut  tobacco,  in  Jib. 
tins,  and  ninety-four  (jlb.)  tins  of  Navy 
Cut  cigarettes,  to  Liput. -Col.  W.  Kaoz, 
R  A.M  C,  Medical  Officer  in  Charge,  Cam- 
bridge Hospital,  Aldershot   17   4  6 

July  2 — 501b.  of  Navy  Cut  tobacco,  in  Jib.  tins, 
and  ninety-four  (Jib )  tins  of  Navy  Cut 
cigarettes,  to  Lady  Maurice,  Commandant's 
House,  Woolwich,    for  soldiers   in  the 

Herbert  Hospital    17    t  6 

Oct.  5. — 5000  Navy  Cut  cigarettes,  in  boxes  of 
fifty,  to  Lady  Maurice,  Commandant's 
House,  Woolwich,  for    soldiers    in  the 

Herbert  Hospital    6  10  7 

Dec.  5.— 431b.  Navy  Cut  tobacco,  in  Jib.  tins,  to 
Lady  Maurice,  Commandant's  House,  Wool- 
wich, for  soldiers  in  the  Herbert  Hospital  . .  9  10  8 
Dec.  8. — 751b.  Navy  Cut  tobacco,  in  2cz. 
packets,  and  10,000  Navy  Cut  cigarettes,  to 
Lady  Maurice,  Commacdant's  House, 
Woolwich,  for  distribution  at  Chrictmas 
among  the  soldiers  in  the  Herbert  Hospital  29  13  9 
Dec,  8. — 751b.  Navy  Cut  tobacco,  in  2oz. 
packets,  and  10,000  Navy  Cut  cigarettes,  to 
Miss  N<rman,  Rayal  Victoria  Hospital, 
Netley,  for  distribution  among  the  soldiers 

there  at  Christmas   29  13  9 

July  9. — 100  English  mounted  briar  pipes,  dis- 
tributed between  Netley,  Woolwich,  &c.  ...     3    6  8 
Dec.  22.— 100  Ecglisb  mounted  briar  pipes,  dis- 
tributed between  Netley,  Woolwich,  &o.  ...     3   6  8 


Total   £24S   4  1 


No  charge  made  for  printing  circulars,  postages,  &o.,  in  connection  with  the  fund. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


^„  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Thames.— Gexeeal  Ekmakks.— The  Thames  ia  in 
very  fair  order  for  the  Christmas  holidays.  The  oolonr  of 
the  water  is  good,  and  there  is  a  fair  stream,  the  only 
drawback  being  the  lowness  of  the  water.  The  river  is 
practically  at  summer  level.  Roach  have  been  feeding 
moderately  well,  though  few  anglers  have  been  out  to  try 
for  them.  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi,  at  Shepperton,  baa  had  a 
roach  of  lib.  9jz.  This  is  the  largest  roach  that  I  have 
heard  taken  in  the  lower  reaches  lately.  At  Henley  the 
stream  has  much  improved,  and  roach  fishing  ought  now 
to  be  successful,  if  one  could  only  find  shelter  from 
the  strong  wind,  which  on  Thursday  wes  quite  a 
nuisance  to  roachers.  The  fish  are  now  working  into 
the  eddies;  but  weeds  are  still  in  evidence,  and  spoil 
many  a  good  swim.  Frost  is  much  needed  to  help 
dear  them  away.  Mr.  Bowman  has  had  another 
try  for  the  Sbip!ake  pike.  Out  with  G.  Smith  at 
Pnillimore's  Island,  he  had  eight  runs,  and  secured  four 
fish.  He  lost  one  good  fish  owing  to  the  twisted  gut  being 
bitten  through.  At  Kingston  daring  the  week  sport  has 
not  been  very  good.  Clients  of  Knight,  the  professional, 
have  done  well  with  roach,  but  apart  from  this  there  is 
nothing  special  to  record.  The  T.R.A.  has  just  placed  in 
the  river  at  Windsor  1000  good  roach,  and  will  place  1000 
in  the  river  at  Kingston  next  week.  I  hear  from  Dr. 
Turrel,  at  Oxford,  that  sport  in  that  district  is  only  of  a 
very  meagre  quantity,  but  one  or  two  large  pike  have  been 
on  the  feed.  The  Doctor's  largest  fish  has  been  61b.— 
F.  H,  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — Some  fairly  good  sport  has  been  had 

here  during  ttie  past  week,  although  it  has  been  very 
uncertain,  some  anglers  meeting  with  success  while  others 
have  drawn  almost  a  blank  day.  The  water  is  a  nice 
colour,  with  a  very  good  stream.  The  weeds  are  now  fast 
disappearing,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  the  roaoh,  which  have 
refused  to  be  drawn  during  the  past  few  weeks,  are  now  in 
a  better  feeding  humour.  Mr.  Johnston,  fishing  above 
Shiplake  Look,  accompanied  by  G.  Arlett,  on  Dec.  15 
and  16,  took,  among  other  fish,  a  pike  of  91b.  and  a  brace 
going  ttie  same  weight.  Arlett  tells  me  the  91b.  fish  was 
in  good  condition,  and  afforded  a  fine  bit  of  sport,  the  fish 
taking  a  dace  on  snap  tackle,  and  was  caught  just  above 
Phillimore  Island.  Mr.  Bowman  was  fishing  near 
Wargrave  with  S.  Smith  on  Dec.  16,  but  only  took 
four  email  fish,  the  best  fish  being  about  3Jlb. 
Here,  however,  anglers  have  been  taking  some  roach. 
Messrs.  Sargeant  and  Couzins,  fishing  the  Henley  reach  on 
the  same  date,  took,  among  other  fish,  a  jick  of  81b.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  the  Thames  at  Whitchurch  on 
Deo.  18,  took  five  fair-sized  jack,  best  fish  weighing  51b,  An 
angler,  fishing  at  Medmenham  on  Dec.  19,  took  six  jick, 
weighing  171b  ,  and  two  dozen  roach.  In  the  Hambleden 
and  Hurley  districts  anglers  have  also  been  taking  some 
roach.  Given  fine  and  frosty  weather,  some  good  sport 
may  be  anticipated  during  the  Christmas  holidays  ;  and  I 
wish  all  my  angling  friends  a  merry  time  and  tight  lines 
through  the  festive  season. — Stanley  Mead. 

:        (Lechlaae,  &o.).— The  river  at  St,  John's  Bridge 

is  in  nice  order  still,  and  jack  and  perch  fishers  have  been 
having  some  good  sport  during  the  week.  Christmas 
anglers  should  have  a  good  time  of  it  with  the  big  jack 
there  are  hereabouts.  Mr.  Hough  has  again  been  out  at 
Hart's  Weir,  with  sport  amongst  the  jack.  Near  Kemps- 
ford  Mr.  Eton,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  and  Mr.  Harding  have  been 
killing  some  good  jack,  live  baiting  with  roach  and  dace. 
The  fallen  leaves  have  pretty  well  all  passed  downstream, 
and  the  weeds  are  rapidly  rotting  away.  A  gentleman 
spinning  for  jack  caught  a  Thames  trout  of  about  4Jlb. 
near  Lower  Inglesham.  It  was  carefully  returned  to  the 
water. — The  Kamblee. 

  (Bichmond).— Messrs.  Smart  and  Bedford,  with 

E.  Howard,  again  had  an  excellent  bag  on  Dec.  16.  W. 
Mansell  has  had  some  grand  takes.  Out  three  and  a  half 
days,  got  821b. ;  best  single  day,  30ib.— Haert  Bayley, 

  (  streatley). — On  Thursday  I  took  five  dozen  and 

four  roach.  Out  with  Bartholomew  on  Dec.  16,  Mr.  Cock- 
bum  took  three  pike,  largest  61b.  Mr.  Frank  Cox,  at 
Muelsford,  took  a  fine  pike  101b.  Water  in  good  condition. 
Horace  J.  Gardner. 

 (Tedding'ton  Weir).— Been  getting  some  good 

takes  of  roach  aud  dace ;  few  bream.  Water  nice  con- 
dition.— McBride. 

  (Twicbenliaiu.). — River  in  very  good  order. 

Some  heavy  bags  of  roaoh,  bream,  and  pike  have  been 
taken  daring  the  past  week.  Anglers  ought  to  have  good 
sport  next  week,  as  dace  are  very  numerous  and  large. 
Mr.  Davis,  fishing  with  me  on  Friday  last,  took  lOib. 
roach,  bream,  and  dace ;  Mr.  Wylde  and  friend,  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  some  very  good  roach. — F.  J.  Ogden 
Smith. 

—  (Twickeuham). — The  river  is  highly  coloured  by 
the  recent  rains  we  have  had — it  is  now  raining.  On 
Dac.  16  the  Oglanders  fished  for  Christmas  prizes,  but 
nothing  to  speak  of  was  taken.  My  son  Bob,  out  with 
Mr.  C.  Carter,  of  the  West  Loudon  A.S.,  caught  about 
231b.  of  dace  at  Teddington  Weir.  I  wish  all  a  Merry 
Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year. — John  Spong. 

Ancholme  District, — Conditions  remain  very  favour- 
able tor  all  kinds  of  winter  angling.  Pike,  roach,  &c.,  are 
fairly  on  the  feed. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Bottisham  Iiooks  (WatorbeacJti,  Cam.).— The 
opan  mild  weather  we  have  jutt  had  continues  to  favour 
the  roach  fisher.  Several  rods  out,  with  good  sport  mid- 
day. Takes  up  to  81b.  a  rod,  but  not  large,  only  up  to  Jib. 
each.   The  dace  eeem  to  enjoy  this  weather.   Several  had 


with  worm.  Perch  lower  down  stream  at  Upware  are 
giving  sport.  The  pike  this  week  have  been  slow  at  the 
bait.  _  Only  a  few  had,  then  late  afternoon.  For  this  fish 
on  this  water  the  weather  has  been  too  mild.  Time  of 
writing  the  weather  is  coldsr,  with  slight  frost,  which  will 
bring  them  on  more.  This  free  water  still  holds  a 
good  colour  and  with  bank  angling  very  clean.  Anglers 
must  biiog  gentles  for  bait  with  them,  as  the  roach  are 
taking  to  them  well,  Beasly,  look-kpeper,  for  fresh  live 
bait.  Prospects  good. — John  O,  George  (Beche-road, 
Cambridge). 

Bnre  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).- The  river 
has  fined  after  the  recent  rains,  and  is  now  in  capital 
order,  but_  at  times  there  is  hardly  sufficient  stream  for 
good  roaohing  owing  to  the  fresh  water  being  held  up  by 
the  tide.  On  Thursday,  at  Coltishall,  I  again  had  excl- 
lent  sport  with  roach,  landing  about  torty  or  fifty  in  two 
hours  and  a  half  of  very  nice  average  size.  Pike  fishing 
seems  rather  quiet  just  now,  but  with  a  continuance  of  the 
finer  weather  which  has  now  set  in  prospects  for  Christmas 
anglers  for  roaoh  and  pike  fishing  should  be  good.  For 
piking  I  recommend  the  Wroxham  neighbourhood,  for 
reaching  Coltiahall  and  Buxton  Lamas.  Roach  are  in 
superb  condition.- C.  W.  Taylor. 

Coin  (Basi  Gloncestorahire).— Several  important 
river  improvements  have  been  carried  out  on  this  famous 
trout  stream  throughout  its  course,  and  early  ia  January  a 
number  of  re-stockings  will  take  place  with  two-year-old 
fa rio,  orders  for  which  have  been  placed  for  some  time, 
and  one  or  two  ponds  and  lakes  bordering  on  the  river  are 
going  to  be  experimented  on  with  rainbow  trout.  The 
trout  continue  to  rise  every  day  about  noon,  when  there  is 
often  a  good  many  flies  on  the  water.  The  big  spawners 
are  already  working  up  to  the  gravel  spawning  beds,  and 
they  show  up  in  goodly  numbers. — Pan. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Following  on  my  remarks 
last  week  with  reference  to  the  complaints  of  illegal  fishing 
as  being  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  scarcity  of  fish 
in  our  rivers,  a  further  batch  of  criticisms  have  appeared 
in  the  county  press  on  the  same  matter.  There  seems  to 
be  a  pretty  general  opinion  that  the  attempts  at  solution 
of  the  difficulty  should  be  applied  at  the  source  and  higher 
reaches  of  the  rivers  rather  than  the  mouth,  by  more 
stringent  laws.  A  writer  from  the  district  of  the  Otter 
complains  that  the  stream  and  its  tributaries  are  almost 
entirely  neglected,  as  far  as  the  preservation  of  fish  is 
concerned.  During  the  winter  months,  Jie  says,  large 
numbers  of  good-sized  trout  are  caught  in  various  ways 
when  the  water  is  low  ;  and  at  the  present  time,  he  alleges, 
trout  are  being  illegally  killed  by  hundreds.  The  chief 
offenders  are  boys,  tut  the  mischief  goes  on  unchecked  ; 
and  the  fish  taken  in  this  way  include  1  and  2-pounders. 
'' Noss  Mayo  "  very  aptly  suggests  that  the  only  remedy 
is  to  form  an  association  of  riparian  owners,  who  would 
employ  a  bailiff  to  look  after  the  fishing  interests. — Devo- 
nian. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Bzeter).— The  water  has  been 
somewhat  too  big  for  angling  during  past  week,  con- 
sequently records  are  very  meagre.  I  had  a  run  over  the 
Lower  Exe  to-day  (Wednesday),  but  only  succeeded  in 
taking  one  small  pike.  Although  the  river  is  now  dropping 
in,  it  will  be  three  or  four  diys  yet  before  all  the  favourite 
swims  can  be  worked.  A  few  pike  of  small  size  have  been 
had  from  our  canal,  and  also  from  the  Tiverton  Canal ; 
but  until  some  settled  and  colder  weather  prevails,  I 
doubt  if  any  big  business  will  be  done  in  this  line.  Let  us 
hope  we  may  experience  this  treat  for  Christmas,  and  that 
all  good  and  true  anglers  may  have  tight  lines. — Bed 
Palmer. 

Feu   District  (£onth  Linos,  and  Cambs.).— 

The  mild  weather  continues  favourable  for  roach  fishing, 
and  those  who  have  patronised  the  waters  in  the  Surfleet 
district  have  not  been  ashamed  at  their  success.  Indeed, 
the  Glen  j  ast  now  is  reported  to  be  furnishing  capital  sport. 
The  trolling  rod  has  also  been  put  to  fairly  good  use  on 
both  the  Welland  and  the  Forty-foot.  Deeping  anglers 
are  said  to  have  done  very  well,  but  there,  as  well  as  on 
the  Forty-foot,  success  has  been  obtained  through  numbers 
rather  than  through  weight  of  individuals.  The  best  fish 
I  can  hear  of  only  ran  to  between  6ib.  and  71b.  Frost  is 
wanted  to  bring  out  the  bigger  ones. — Limpet, 

Idle  District  (Df  orts  Mocte).— The  waters  of  the 
Idle  subsidtd  more  rapidly  than  was  expected,  indeed 
sport  was  possible  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  duiing 
the  best  part  of  last  week,  and  so  far  as  roach  was  con- 
cerned oondiiions  could  scarcely  have  been  better  than 
those  turning  out  at  the  end  of  the  week.  Some  capital 
work  was  done  on  the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Mattersey.  From  one  of  the  turns  thera  an  angler  got  a 
splendid  assortment  of  roach  and  dace,  which  weighed 
181b.  Other  anglers  have  been  successful  with  the  same 
species  at  Serooby,  Bawtry,  and  Newington.  Some  re- 
markably fine  roaoh  have  been  banked  in  the  latter 
locality  during  the  last  few  weeks.  Pike  fishing  on  the 
river  has  baen  very  quiet  during  the  last  few  days,  indeed 
the  weather  is  pronounced  too  mild  for  work  in  this 
direction. — L. 

Lark  (Fcickwillow,  Isleham.  West  Bow, 
Miidenhall,  £  ar^^cin  SlillS). — oince  my  notes  of  last 
Week  the  weather  has  been  charming  for  anglers. 
Numbers  of  good  pike  have  been  taken,  also  several 
baskets  of  very  fine  roaoh,  dace,  and  perch.  Sixteen  in 
one  lot  of  roach  1  saw  weighed  21jlb.,  taken  at  Barton 
Mills.  The  waters  are  a  good  colour,  and  in  good  condi- 
tion for  angling,  and  look  like  remaining  so.  Two  more 
otters  have  betn  killed  this  week. — Raven. 

Lea. — Sport  has  not  been  as  satisfactory  as  we  antici- 
pated duiing  the  past  week,  the  river  having  fined  down 
again,  but  nevertheless  some  anglers  have  killed  good 
class  roach.  Capital  roach  have  been  landed  in  the  Broad- 
water at  St.  Margaret's,  and  in  the  Hertford  distrist, 
where  one  basket  comprised  twenty  fish.  Mr.  Anthony 
took  three  roach,  weighing  abontljlb.,  and  some  nise  perch 


have  been  landed.  Sport  ought  to  ba  met  with  in  Oram's 
water,  as  there  is  a  good  stream  on  there.  Between 
Waltham  and  Rye  House  a  good  many  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  sport  is  reported  to  have  been  very  tame 
generally  speaking,  and  this  is  likely  to  be  the  case  until 
the  river  has  been  regularly  scoured.  There  is  little  news 
from  the  Beane,  but  in  the  Stort  nice  roaoh  up  to  lib.  2Joz. 
have  been  met  with.  I  hopn  sport  will  improve  all  round 
in  the  New  Year.— Izaak  Walton. 

Lngr?  and  Arrow  (Laoxamstex).  —  Both  thrse 
streams  are  now  running  coloured,  and  have  risen  a  little 
since  Monday,  owing  to  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  Tuesday. 
Before  the  rain  the  water  was  in  good  order,  and  the 
weather  was  fine,  with  frosty  nights,  and  in  every  way 
suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  grayling  were  feeding 
well,  and  a  few  rods  were  out,  and  used  Red  Tag,  Willow, 
Green  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  and  Hare's  Ear,  and  a  few  nice 
fish  were  taken.  Fishing  at  present  is  at  a  standstill ; 
but  if  we  get  fine  weather  the  water  will  soon  clear,  and 
sport  should  be  had  next  week.  The  Pinsley  is  coloured. 
— Gwynne. 

Lngrg.   Arrow,  and    Finsley  (Kingrsland).— 

Rivers  were  just  getting  fishable  when  on  Tuesday  (18th) 
inorniog  rain  set  io,  and  continued  all  day  and  part  of  the 
Eight,  followed  this  morning  by  sharp  frost.  Rivers  rose 
9in.  or  lOin.  of  muddy  water.  Now  (Wednesday  evening) 
sinkiag  and  oleaiiog  rather  quiokly.  Should  moderately 
fine  weather  ensue  fishing  will  be  practicable  during  the 
holidays,  with  siok  and  draw,  float  log  worm,  and  maggot. 
The  fly  may  be  useful  between  noon  and  2  p.m.,  Mii  Blue, 
Willows,  Red  Tag,  or  Red  Palmer,  and  Green  Insect 
beiog  most  likely.— R.  T.  Williams. 

None  (Peterborongrlx).— Generally  speaking,  matters 
have  been  in  condition  for  angling  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  heavy  rain  that  fell  here  on  Tuesday  night  has 
tended  to  still  further  improvement  of  the  river. 
Although  a  great  many  have  been  out  very  little  has  been 
done  as  far  as  catches  are  concerned.  The  best  pike  I 
have  heard  of  this  week  was  caught  at  Ringstead,  near 
Knapston.  by  Mr.  Pore  Warren,  of  Irthlingborongh,  and 
weighed  101b.— E  A.  S. 

Onse  (Hol>w«ll  Ferry).— River  in  splendid  con- 
dition. Jdck  have  fed  pretty  well  during  the  week.  Not 
many  anglers  have  been  out.  One  gentleman  from 
Cambridge  got  among  some  decent  ones,  largest  8^h.,  and 
four  smaller,  the  other  afternoon.  The  fish  are  in  fine 
fighting  form,  and  give  good  sport,  so  anglers  should  avail 
themseves  of  the  holidays,  while  the  water  is  free  from 
ice,  &o.,  as  it  usually  is  at  Xmas  time. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (8t.  lyes,  Hants).— Better  prospects  for 
piking.  Weeds  going  nicely  now,  and  Mr.  Pike  is  getting 
in  his  usual  haants  where  the  wily  fishermen  know  they 
will  find  him.  Six  were  taken  by  members  on  Saturday 
and  Monday  from  41b.  to  121b.  each.  Good  prospects. 
Roaohing  seems  favourable  as  far  as  the  water  is  con- 
cerned, but  they  do  not  seem  at  all  on  the  feed.  On 
Boxing  Day  we  hold  a  pike  tournament  by  subscription. 
Is.  each,  to  be  divided  into  suitable  prizes  according  to  the 
number  of  entries,  and  the  next  day  (Deo.  27)  we  hold  a 
coursing  meeting  for  the  benefit  of  our  County  Hospital, 
at  which  a  good  many  wielders  of  the  rod  attend  and  help 
to  assist  so  worthy  an  institution.  We  got  £10  last  year, 
and  we  are  going  to  try  and  get  £15  this  year.  I  am 
secretar.y  for  this  fund,  too,  I  must  conclude  by  wishing 
all  anglers  a  happy  and  healthy  Christmas  and  tight  lines, 
(Specially  to  our  old  fiiends  the  N.A.f.S.  and  the 
Shepherd's  Bash  Angling  Society's  members,  and  to  our 
mutual  and  helping  friend  "  Dragnet."  —  Edward 
Collinson. 

Onse  ( it.  Neots).— The  water  is  still  a  very  fair 
colour  and  at  its  proper  level,  bat  the  stream  is  almost 
imperceptible.  Several  small  jack  have  been  taken  lately, 
three  of  them  scaling  5Jlb.  each. — W.  N, 

Severn,  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
aech). — The  unusually  mild  and  springlike  weather, 
which  has  so  long  prevailed,  appears  at  last  likely  to  give 
place  to  more  seasonable  weather,  as  the  wind  now  blows 
rather  keenly  from  the  north-west,  and,  as  the  barometer 
continues  to  rise  slowly,  there  is  every  prospect  now  of 
frost,  which  will  be  heartily  welcomed  by  anglers,  especially 
grayling  fishers.  These  fish  are  very  plentiful  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Llanymynech,  both  in  the  Vyrnwy  and 
Tanat,  but,  owing  to  the  unsuitable  weather  and  the  more 
or  less  flooded  state  of  these  rivers,  very  few  of  these  fieh 
have  been  taken  for  some  time  past,  but  they  are  now  in 
the  beet  possible  condition.  As  the  rivers  have  been  for  so 
long  a  time  unfit  for  angling,  resort  has  been  had  to  the  ponds 
in  this  neighbourhood,  and  from  one  of  these,  named 
Llyncly's  Pool,  many  fine  pike  have  recently  been  taken,  one 
of  which,  in  excellent  condition,  scaled  upwards  of  201b. 
Many  fiae  chub  and  other  coarse  fieh  have  also  been  taken 
from  this  pool,  which  the  natives  say  is  bottomless.  The 
word  "Llynclys"  translated  into  English _  signifies 
"  sonken  palace,"  and  tradition  says  that  in  ancient  limes 
a  palace  wes  engulffd  in  this  pool.  It  has  no  stream 
running  into  or  out  of  it,  yet  always  continues  at  one  level, 
although  it  supplies  water  for  the  engines  on  the  Cambrian 
railways,  which  line  runs  along  the  south  side  of  it.  The 
water  is  supposed  to  proceed  from  a  spring  underneath, 
and  in  its  cjntre  this  pool  is  of  immense  depth.  Some 
good  sport  is  also  had  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  in 
this  neighbourhood,  especially  with  pike  and  chub.  These 
rivers  are  still  above  their  average  level,  but  should  a  frost 
set  in  they  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  in  good  condition,  more 
especially  the  Tanat  and  Vyrnwy. — Vybnwy. 

(Stonr  (Bares,  SniFolk).— The  water  was  in  very 
fair  condition  for  angling  on  the  16ch,  but  roach  especially 
were  feeding  shy.  Several  anglers  were  out,  but  the  bags 
ran  very  small,  and  no  heavy  fish  were  taken.  Pike, 
however,  were  feeding  fairly  well,  and  although  no  large 
fish  were  taken  several  anglers  had  three  or  four  fish  each, 
running  from  7|lb.  downwards.  If  no  great  change  takes 
place  in  the  weather  the  river  will  be  in  first-class  oondi- 
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tion  for  pike  anglers  on  the  23rd,  and  although  the  water 
will  be  rather  clear  for  the  roach  angler,  some  decent  b  igs 
will  no  doubt  be  made  during  the  holidays.  Gentles  or 
brown  paste  are  the  best  baits  for  roach  at  present,  while 
the  weeds  are  now  down  enough  so  that  spinning  can  be 
indulged  in  by  the  pike  angler. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Ghiobester  Canal. — Rain  has 
held  off  for  some  days.  Rivera  are  fining  down,  and  with 
a  continuance  of  the  present  weather  should  be  in  good 
order  for  the  Christmae  holidays,  especially  among  the 
pike.  Anglers,  despite  the  weather,  have  tri;d  the  Ouse 
with  fair  success.  A  few  small  pike  have  been  captured 
from  the  Isfield  and  Barcombe  districts.  Roach  and  perch 
have  also  given  sport.  A  pike  of  6ilb  was  recently  taken 
from  the  Rother  near  the  Tumble  Bay,  with  live  dace  as 
biit.  The  water  is  running  strong,  but  fining  down,  and 
should  be  worth  a  visit,  as  pike  are  reported  numerous. 
Pike  appear  scarce  at  Chichester  Canal ;  a  few  small  fish 
have  been  captured,  but  nothing  exceeding  4Jlb.  has  oome 
under  notice.  There  are  a  few  fine  perch  to  be  fonnd  in 
the  Donnington  water.  A  fish  computed  at  over 
3^b.  has  been  seen  fetdiog  below  the  bridge.  A  few  bream 
up  to  lib.  2oz  and  smill  roach  have  b^en  captured  during 
the  week.  A  few  bass  and  grey  mullet  are  reported  from 
the  harbours.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iindiow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
risen  and  coloured,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  out  of  order 
for  fly  fishing.  Up  to  Tuesday  the  water  was  in  splendid 
order,  having  cleared  and  got  to  a  nice  level,  and  the 
weather  being  beautiful  and  fine  the  fish  were  rieing  at  the 
fly.  A  few  rods  were  out,  and  some  nice-sized  fish  landed. 
On  Tuesday  rain  set  in  early  in  the  day  and  continued  all 
day  long,  and  on  Wednesday  the  water  was  muddy  and 
rose  a  little.  Another  change  took  place  ia  the  night  and 
a  sharp  frost  was  had,  and  if  we  get  fine  weather  now 
there  is  every  prospect  of  sport  being  had  next  week  as 
the  colour  is  only  surface  water,  which  will  soon  run  off. 
Grayling  were  moving  well  on  Saturday,  and  six  nice  ones 
landed  with  Red  Tag  and  Willow.  On  Monday,  with 
grasshopper,  four  fieh  averaging  |lb.  each  were  taken. 
With  worm  and  maggot  some  nice  fieh  have  been  caught. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clnn,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured  and 
oat  of  Older,  and  little  fishing  will  be  done  in  them  until 
the  water  clears. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  at  the  end  of  last 
week  the  water  was  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in 
good  order  for  angling,  and  the  grayling  were  more 
inolined  to  rise  at  the  fly.   A  few  rods  were  out  up  to 


I  Monday,  when  some  sport  was  had.  On  Tuesday  rain  fell 
in  the  district,  and  made  things  miserable.  This  was 
followed  by  a  sharp  frost,  but  the  water  rose  quickly 
during  the  night  and  coloured,  and  on  Wednesday  it  was 
quite  out  of  fishing  order.  The  weather  ia  fine,  and  there 
is  every  prospect  of  the  colour  running  off  before  the  end 
of  the  week,  and  sport  should  then  be  good. — Worcester. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hen  don). — We  have  lately  commenced 
re-atocking  the  fishery  at  the  Old  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon, 
and  on  Saturday  last  we  turned  in  150  pike,  and  on 
Thursday  next,  at  two  o'clock,  are  also  turning  in  an 
additional  100  pike  and  about  600  perch. — A.  Probyn 
AND  Co. 

Wey  (Send,  Broadmead,  and  Newark).— Water 
very  thick,  but  some  nice  roach,  bream,  and  dace  have 
been  taken  ;  a's>  pike,  including  one  of  9|ib.  With  a  fine 
week,  water  should  be  in  grand  condition  for  the  holidays. 
With  compliments  of  the  season  and  all  good  wishes  to 
yourselves  and  all  brother  anglers,  from  the  Woking 
Angling  Society. — P.  Heather. 

Witham,  fto.  (BXid-iimoolnBhire).  —  The  sub- 
sidence of  the  waters  has  been  the  angler's  opportunity. 
It  is  stated  that  some  hundredweights  of  roach  have 
fallen  victims  to  worms  since  last  week.  Stretting  the 
line  with  this  bait  has  been  very  successful,  and  a  great 
number  of  fine  specimens  hi  ve  been  brought  to  bank 
between  lib.  and  2ib.  each.  The  beat  sport  on  the  Witham 
appears  to  have  been  at  Bardney  and  Stixwold.  The 
Sincil  Dyke  has  attracted  a  good  many  anglers,  particularly 
about  Five  Mile  House,  roach  having  taeen  refuge  since 
the  rise  on  the  main  river  in  this  district.  Good  reports 
have  come  also  from  the  lower  portion  of  the  Sleaford 
Canal.  The  Bain  has  also  been  well  patronised,  particularly 
about  Coningsby  Mill.  One  angler  about  tere  got  close 
upon  3st.  of  fish,  iucluding  a  bream  of  S^lb.  Other  anglers 
have  done  well  with  roach  and  dace,  and  now  and  again  a 
good  chub  has  topped  up  ttie  basket.  The  pike  fishers 
have  also  had  some  good  spoit  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tattershall,  but  they  all  ran  small.  A  local  angler  got  a 
soor«,  the  lot  weigi  ing  23lb. — Luci. 

Wje  (Bnilth  Wells)  — Salmon  spawning  has  so  far 
been  excellent.  A  good  number  of  fish  have  been  seen  on 
the  redds.  River  keeps  high ;  so  much  raio.  Coarse 
fishing  slow. — W.  B  Roberts. 

Tore,  Swa  e,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&0.  (Yorkshire). — Although  most  of  the  streams  in  the 
Wensleydale  district  have  been  in  flood  during  the  past 
week,  yet  a  few  anglers  have  tried  their  luck,  which  at  the 


very  best  has  been  of  a  poor  description,  and  anglers  on 
the  Swale  have  had  to  retire  with  empty  panniers.  But 
the  Wiske  has  cleared  somewhat,  ar  d  some  capital  sport 
has  been  enjojed  by  more  than  one  Northallerton  angler. 
Mr.  Wm.  Franks  has  been  out  on  three  separate  occasions, 
and  he  has  made  capital  panniera  on  each  turn  out.  The 
first  day  be  caught  eleven  very  fine  roach,  the  second  day 
he  had  eight  roach  and  a  heavy  chub,  while  on  the  third 
day  he  creeled  six  and  a  half  brace  of  splendid  roach  ; 
all  the  above  fish  were  Ciught  with  looworms.  Pike 
are  very  numerous  in  this  stream,  but  they  have  not  been 
on  the  run  during  the  last  few  days,  but  now  the  water  is 
getting  down  to  its  normal  level,  and  the  weather  is 
getting  sharper,  sport  will  improve.  An  angler  or  two 
belonging  to  the  Black  Ox  Angling  Club  have  also  been 
out  on  the  club's  stretch  of  water  at  Leeming,  but  they 
met  with  poor  aport ;  a  dace  or  two — certainly  not  more 
than  a  dozen— fell  to  the  enterprising  fishermen  who 
hailed  from  the  city  of  York.  What  is  sadly  needed  ia  a 
good  night  or  two's  hard  frost,  and  then  sport  will 
improve.  The  Swale  has  run  down  to  its  ordinary  level,  and 
if  no  more  rain  falls  duiing  the  next  few  days  then  thia 
stream  will  be  in  capital  trim  for  the  Christmas  holidays. 
The  Whirfe  has  run  in  nicely,  and  the  remarkably  open 
weather  has  tempted  a  few  anglers  to  visit  the  upper 
reaches.  A  few  grayling  have  been  caught  from  Otiey  to 
Harewood  {Bridge ;  from  this  point  to  Wetherby  better 
baskets  have  been  made  with  the  aid  of  cockspur  worms 
and  gentles.  The  best  basket  I  have  heard  of  is  one  of 
fifteen  fish.  Good  baskets  of  grayling,  roach,  chub,  and 
dace  have  been  taken  below  Boston  and  Newton  Kyme, 
the  fish  being  in  exceedingly  fine  condition.  The 
grayling  still  rise  to  the  fly,  and  with  favourable 
weather  the  following  flies  will  kill  fish  in  any  stream  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  viz.,  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe 
and  Purple,  Bradahaw's  Fancy,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Golden 
Crow,  and  Pale  Silver  Dun.  The  Derwent  haa  been  more 
or  less  out  of  order,  but  on  some  days  the  grayling,  roach, 
and  dace  have  been  feeding  in  the  streams  below  Ayton. 
A  few  anglers  have  visited  Malton,  Kirkham,  and  Castle 
Howard,  and  sport  has  been  fair.  The  smdler  rivers,  the 
Rye,  Costa,  H^jdge,  and  Pickering  beck,  have  bpen  fishing 
more  reliable.  Sport  amongst  the  grayling  has  been  good, 
the  best  bait  being  cockspur  worm  and  maggot.  The 
Nidd  is  remaining  highly  coloured.  Although  fair  sport  ia 
had  on  the  upper  reaches  of  this  liver,  on  the  lower  reachea 
sport  amongst  chub,  roach,  perch,  and  dace  has  b?en  poor. 
Up  to  to-day  the  Ouse  has  been  ''too  big  "  to  expsct  good 
sport,  but  it  is  now  running  in,  and  prospects  for  Christ- 
mas are  good.  The  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamation  of 
Anglers  held  their  annual  meeting  last  Thursday  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  aociety,  viz.,  the  White  Swan 
Hotel,  Call-lane,  Leeda.  Mr.  Philemon  M.  Slater  was 
re-elected  president ;  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft,  vice-president ; 
Mr.  J.  N.  Green  and  Mr,  R.  Ramshaw,  the  secretaries  ; 
Mr.  E,  P.  Royston,  treasurer.  I  mnat  congratulate 
Leeds  anglers  in  having  auch  an  excellent  president. 
By  the  tell-tale  of  attendances  for  this  year  I  am 
pleased  to  see  that  he  has  never  missed  a  meeting. 
The  balance-sheet  shows  the  society  to  be  in  a  good 
position  financially.  After  business  had  been  transacted, 
the  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  h  irm<  ny,  to  which 
Meears.  J.  Pi^kersgill,  Brigga,  Turner,  Haddock,  Clark, 
Hodgson,  Gower,  Reynolds,  and  Jas  Pijkersgill  contri- 
buted. H.  Caley,  the  Middleham  j  jckey,  had  rare  sport 
in  the  Tore  on  Monday  amosgst  roach,  &c.  Several  of 
the  twenty  roach  he  caught  were  over  lib.  The  same 
evening  he  left  home  for  Hajd  jck  Park;  rode  twicj  on 
Tuesday ;  reached  Middleham  again  the  same  evening ; 
rode  out  at  exercise  the  following  morning,  and  af terwarda 
went  down  to  the  river  and  caught  some  baits,  and  in  the 
afternoon  I  met  him  with  a  nice  pike,  with  which  he  waa 
quite  aa  proud  as  if  he  had  steered  another  Lady  Lundy  to 
victory.  Prospects  aa  I  write  are  good  for  the  holidays, 
atd  I  hope  all  readers  of  the  F,  O.  will  not  only  experience 
good  sport,  but  a  very  jolly  Chrbtmaa. — J.  Miller 
(Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds). 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

STorth-East  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  all  over  the 
North  of  Scotland  have  been  in  higher  flood  during  the 
past  week  than  they  have  been  at  any  time  during  thia 
phenomenally  wet  season,  lasting  now  cff  ard  on  for  five 
months,  and  continuously  for  the  past  ten  weeks.  How- 
ever, the  spawning  season  has  not  been  materially 
interfered  with,  and  fish  have  been  helped  into  the  side- 
atreams  and  higher  glens,  where  they  have  not  been  seen 
for  the  past  ten  years.  The  Spey  was  so  much  swollen  on 
Monday  that  the  low-lying  parts  were  impassable,  and 
boats  were  requisitioned  to  ferry  people  over  the  gaps  made 
in  the  road  way  by  the  flooded  waters.  On  the  whole  an 
early  advent  of  the  spring  fish  is  confidently  anticipated 
with  the  fine  drawing  water.  Mr.  John  Cowper,  salmon 
fisher,  of  the  firm  of  Cowper  and  Smith,  Lossiemouth,  waa 
fonnd  drowned  in  the  harbour  on  Sunday  morning.  Since 
the  close  of  the  season  he  has  been  engaging  in  the  lobster 
fishing,  and  his  body  was  found  not  far  from  the  boat  he 
used  for  the  purpoae,  showing  that  he  had  evidently  been 
maticg  for  tte  boat  when  he  had  slipped  and  fell  in  With 
the  advent  of  milder  weather  during  tbe  past  few  days,  a 
few  cf  the  more  enthusiastic  rock  anglers  have  te^n 
making  considerable  baskets  at  some  of  their  favourite 
summer  haunts.  The  death  of  Mr.  Brown,  formerly  of 
Alfotd  fishings,  and  latterly  catering  to  anglers  at  the 
Commercial  Hotel,  Turriff,  was  announced  last  week,  at 
the  early  age  of  fifty-two.  He  had  a  wide  connection  with 
anglers  in  the  north. — G.  M. 

aomh  of  Scot,iand. — More  heavy  floods  have  occurred 
this  week  in  all  the  livers  (,f  the  Border  district.  The 
continual  spates  have  prevented  breeding  fiah  getting 
constantly  on  the  breediug  beds.  In  the  upper  tributati>8 
a  fair  number  of  fish  have  now  oomplet/ed  their  spawning 
operationa,  and  the  spent  fish  will  shortly  commence  their 
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downward  course  to  the  sea.  The  water  baUiffs  are 
keeping  a  sharp  look  out  for  poacherg  this  winter, 
especiiJly  in  the  tributary  streams.  Last  week  the 
bailiffs  caught  a  man  named  James  Paterson,  an  engiDO- 
driver  belonging  to  Carstairs,  of  Lanark,  attempting  to 
click  salmon  out  of  the  river  E?an,  a  tributary  of  the 
Annan,  near  Mofifit.  Accused  hii  the  gjff  hook  and  ran 
away,  but  the  bailiff  pursued  and  charged  him  with  the 
offence  of  attetnptiog  to  take  fish.  In  the  Sheiiff  Court 
Pdterscn  was  fined  for  the  offence.  At  the  same  court 
Robert  Edgar,  a  platelayer,  belonaing  to  Browfield, 
Cumberland,  was  fined  for  a  like  offence,  committed  io 
the  Evan. — Heathkbbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS 

Bann. — For  the  past  fortnight  there  has  been  almost 
no  rain,  and  the  smaller  tributaries  are  now  as  low  as  they 
were  in  August.  Should  the  present  spring-like  weather 
continue  for  ten  days  longer  no  more  salmon  will  enter 
these  streams  for  the  present  spawning  season.  This  will 
certainly  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  fishery,  as  it  will 
keep  a  number  of  salmon  out  of  the  hands  of  the  poachers. 
The  large  tributaries  have  run  so  low  that  on  many  of  the 
spawning  beds  there  is  not  as  much  water  as  covers  the 
fish  while  engaged  at  operations.  There  are  fewer  salmon 
to  be  seen  at  woik  in  the  breeding  tributaries  than  in 
former  years.  The  cuts  or  cribs  at  Coleraine  were  con- 
tinually fished  from  the  beginning  of  September  till  the 
end  of  October  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  breeding  fish 
to  stock  the  hatchery  at  Kilrea.  Only  110  salmon  were 
taken  during  the  two  months  these  cribs  were  fished.  As 
the  double  draft-netting  was  constantly  in  operation  from 
the  time  the  first  spring  fish  entered  the  river  till  the  close  of 
the  netting  season,  both  at  the  Cransgh  below  Coleraine  and 
at  New  Perry,  where  the  waters  of  Lough  Beg  enter  the 
Bann,  it  may  be  reasonably  asked,  where  are  the  salmon 
to  come  from  to  tenant  the  many  miles  of  spawning  beds 
that  are  now  unoccupied  ?— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  local  lakes  and  rivers 
are  still  too  high  for  pike  fishing.  It  may  be  recollected 
that  some  time  ago  a  movement,  having  for  its  object  the 
rehabilitation  of  the  salmon  in  the  Lagan— on  which  this 
city  is  built— was  projected.  Unfortunately  the  scheme, 
which  originated  in  the  fertile  mind  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy, 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association,  fell  through 
pro  tern,  for  want  of  prEctical  support  and  apathy  on  the 
part  of  local  anglers.  Recent  events  have  shown  that  the 
scheme  was  and  is  feasible,  as  this  season  sea  trout  have 
got  np  half  a  mile  above  Shiw's  Bridge.  The  pollution  in 
the  tideway  has  largely  eiminished,  and  with  a  lessening 
in  the  pollution  from  Lisburn  and  the  manufactories 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  Lagan  being  a  salmon  river 
again, — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.- All  the  Cork  rivers  are  heavily  flooded, 
and  no  poaching  has  been  heard  of.  The  accounts  from 
the  spawning  grounds  of  the  different  rivers  are  satis- 
factory both  as  to  the  number  of  fish  and  as  to  progress  of 
spawning  operations.  It  is  expected  that,  given  favourable 
weather,  good  spiing  fishing  will  be  had  on  all  the 
principal  salmon  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Coanty  Antrim  Kivers.- There  has  been  a  filb'ng 
off  in  the  runs  of  salmon  up  the  Bush,  and  it  is  assumed 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  fish  is  now  np.  In  any  case, 
there  is  a  lot  of  fish  on  the  redds.  The  season  opens  on 
Feb.  1,  when  usually  some  springars  are  in  the  rivers  to 
inaugurate  the  season.  Under  certain  restrictions  mem- 
bers of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  have  permission 
for  fronting  on  this  river.  The  Glens  of  Antrim  rivers 
open  on  Feb.  1.  Early  in  the  season  white  trout  are  in 
the  Glenarrife,  but  the  brown  trout  in  it  and  in  the 
neighbouring  Dall  and  Dun  are  inferior  and  small.— 
J.  A.  B. 

County  Tyrone  Rivers.— By  Christmas  the  greater 
part  of  the  spajvning  salmon  will  be  on  the  redds  in  the 
Mourne,  as  this  Eeason  they  ran  up  earlier  than  usual, 
which  is  possibly  due  to  the  late  heavy  floods.  Odd  fish 
are  running  the  Blackwater  and  Ballinderry.  The  heaviest 
runs  in  these  latter  rivers  are  due  about  the  New  Year, 
and  they  are  usua  ly  of  heavy  fish.  In  the  smaller  rivers, 
despite  the  precautions  of  the  bailiffs,  hundreds  of  fish 
have  been  poached,  and  the  same  applies  to  the  Moyola.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — The  weather  having  been  favourable, 
spawning  operations  have  gone  on  very  satisfactorily  on  all 
the  Kerry  rivers. — T.  J.  D. 

Ki  lamejTf — The  spawning  seaEon  so  far  has  progressed 
as  well  as  could  be  wished,  and  an  appreciable  improve- 
ment should  take  place  in  next  season's  angling  at  and 
around  this  station.— T.  J.  D. 

Lou^fh  Neagh.- Since  the  weather  settled  poaching 
has  revived,  and  not  a  few  salmon,  trout,  and  pollen  con- 
signments are  finding  their  way  to  English  and  Scotch 
markets,  though  not  so  many  as  in  former  years,  we 
believe.  There  is  nothing  special  to  chronicle  concerning 
the  tributaries  of  the  lough,  none  of  which  open  till 
March  1.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Louirlis  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Ma>o).— Lough  Conn  and  Cullen  are  now  in  good  trim 
for  pike  fishing.  Mr.  Taylor,  on  17th,  had  three  jick, 
91b.,  171b.,  211b.;  also  a  number  of  wildfowl.  —  Pat 
Hearnes. 

HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  Weary  of  Life.  Derangement  of  the 
liver  is  one  of  the  most  efBcient  causes  of  dangerous  diseases,  and 
the  most  prolific  of  those  melancholy  forebodings  which  are 
worse  than  death  itself.  A  few  doses  of  these  rioted  Pills  act 
magically  m  dispelling  low  spirits  and  repelling  attacks  made 
on  the  Eerves  by  excessive  heat,  impure  atmospheres,  over- 
indulgence, or  exhausting  excitement.  The  most  shattered  con- 
stitution may  derive  benefit  from  Holloway's  Pills,  which  will 
regulate  disordered  action,  brace  the  nerves,  increase  the  energy 
of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  revive  the  failing  memory.  By 
attentively  studying  the  instructions  for  taking  these  Pills,  and 
obediently  putting  them  in  practice,  the  most  despondent  will  soon 
feelconfldent  of  a  perfect  recovery 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Butnham-on-Crouch.— The  takes  of  fish  lately  have 
not  been  very  great  with  the  rod  and  line.  Last  Friday  a 
friend  and  self  tried  angling  for  a  few  hours,  and  though 
we  changed  our  stations  several  times  our  united  take  did 
not  reach  a  score  of  fish;  the  flatfish  were  good,  but  the 
whiting  ran  very  small.  On  Dec.  16  about  a  score  visiting 
anglers  came  down,  but  they  had  very  poor  sport,  although 
the  day  was  all  that  could  be  desired  as  regards  the 
weather,  colour  of  water,  and  state  of  tide.  Those  who 
uscd  hoop-nets  baited  with  crabs  and  mussels  accounted 
for  very  fair  hauls  of  dabs.  One  skipper  of  a  yacht,  out 
with  his  owner,  had  forty-eight  good-size  dabs  and  score  of 
whiting,  and  epveral  local  anglers  did  equally  well.  It  will 
not  be  a  suitable  time  to  come  again  for  rodsters  until 
next  week-end,  eay  from  Wednesday,  Dec.  26.  Although 
bushels  of  sprats  are  now  being  taken  out  of  the  river,  and 
bushels  still  remain  in,  the  codling  have  not  yet  made  their 
appearance,  and  I  do  not  think  they  will  until  we  have 
gome  frosty  weather. — J.  Wright. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Pier  anglers  have  realised  fairly 
good  spart  during  the  last  few  days,  a  feature  of  note  being 
the  number  of  fine  dabg  taken  daily.  Mr.  Mackaness  was 
our  only  visiting  angler  on  Sunday  last,  and  he,  together 
with  half  a  dozen  1  ucals,  made  a  decent  catch  of  dabs  and 
small  whiting.  Monday  brought  out  Mr.  0.  A.  Capes 
Mr.  Fnrneaux,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maitland,  Mrs.  Williams' 
Mr.  Sanderson,  and  Master  Norman,  but  very  light  catches 
were  the  order  of  the  day.  One  local  angler  made  a 
splendid  bag  of  sixty-five  whiting  and  dabs  on  Tuesday 
morning,  and  two  others,  Mr.  Filmer  and  Mr.  Bushnell, 
were  also  close  in  the  running.  Several  members  tried  for 
dabs  upon  the  afternoon's  ebb  tide,  with  more  or  less 
success.  Wednesday  proved  a  grand  fishing  day,  though 
the  general  run  of  the  whiting  was  not  large,  and  poutings 
were  greatly  in  the  ascendant.  Dr.  and  Master  Payton, 
Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  Cavell,  Mr.  Waddell,  Mr.  Bushnell,  Mr. 
Bursill,  Mr.  Filmer,  Mrs.  Williams,  Master  Solomon,  and 
Master  Eussell,  were  kept  busily  employed  upon  the  draw 
and  the  slack  of  the  flood,  their  takes  including  several 
codlings,  and  about  half  a  score  of  dabs.  The  water  is  at 
present  in  splendid  condition,  and  should  the  wind  remain 
south  or  south-west,  merry  sport  may  be  anticipated  by 
our  Yuletide  visitors.— J.  Bichaedson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal.— Despite  the  weather  being  unsettled  the  latter 
part  of  the  week,  Saturday  brought  down  several  angling 
gentlemen.  Sunday,  quite  a  summer  day,  wind  westerly, 
water  smooth,  and  good  takes  of  fish  were  landed.  Messrs. 
Gibson,  Hicks,  Connellan,  and  Raisen  seventeen  score 
whiting  ;  Messrs.  Curtis,  Wood,  and  two  friends,  two  days' 
fishing,  twenty-four  score  and  seventeen;  Messrs.  C. 
Glassington,  Perks,  and  Leeks,  sixteen  score  ;  Mr.  Watson 
and  two  friends  put  out  about  mid-day  and  landed  with 
five  score  whiting,  one  cod  of  71b,,  and  one  codling  of 
4ilb. ;  Messrs.  Cawley,  Bowley,  and  fiiend,  fifteen  score  ; 
Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Davis,  and  myself,  fourteen  and  a  half 
score  (the  greatest  number  of  ttiese  were  very  fine  fish), 
two  codling,  and  one  uss  dog ;  Mr.  Vaughan,  eight 
score  ;  Mr.  Cooper  and  friend,  thirteen  score.  Mr.  Watts 
came  down  by  the  twelve  o'clock  train,  and  joined  in  the 
swim.  Monday :  Wind  southerly,  fresh ;  nothing 
particular  landed.  Tuesday:  Wind  S.W.,  moderate;  a 
few  baata  out,  and  landed  with  fair  takes  of  flne  whiting. 
Wednesday  :  Wind  N.W.  first  part  of  day,  later  backing 
intoW.S.W, ;  very  good  takes  of  fish  landed.  The  fish 
are  getting  close  inshore  these  spring  tides.  Mr.  Payton, 
his  little  son,  and  myself,  about  eight  score  whiting,  two 
codling,  two  dabs,  and  several  pout.  With  the  winds  from 
the  land,  we  may  look  for  good  sport  these  spring  tides.— 
Edward  Hanoer  (Agent  B.S.A.S.,  Kenwyn,  North 
Parade). 


Fly  month. — The  piers 'are  just  as  lively  as  ever^  with 
fishermen,  but  I  do  not  think  they  have  been  having  such 
good  baskets.  The  pollack,  however,  are  still  on  the  feed 
in  Firestone  Bay  and  Barn  Pool.  Our  trawlers  are  having 
a  bad  time  of  it,  by  hitching  up  their  gear  in  sunken 
wrecks  or  something.  Within  the  last  month  or  two  nearly 
a  dozen  smacks  have  parted  their  warps  and  lost  the  whole 
of  their  gear,  which  cost  about  £30  apiece.  If  the  obstruc- 
tion is  caused  by  wrecks  it  would  he  a  good  plan  if  they 
could  be  destroyed,  as  the  loss  of  gear  amounts  to  hundreds 
of  pounds  in  the  eeason  ;  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  fix 
buoys  to  mark  the  spots,  as  they  are  right  out  in  the 
Channel. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S). 

Ramsgate  (West  Pier).— Sport  has  been  about  the 
same  as  last  week,  whiting  and  eels,  also  a  few  flounders, 
being  caught.  A  local  angler  known  as  "  Squeaker  " 
caught  a  nice  codling  slightly  over  61b.  last  Tuesday. — 
Samuel  J.  Sankey. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Friday. 
Dec.  28: 


Scarborongb 

Tarmontb  ... 
Lowestoft 
Mdebmrgh  ... 
Harwich 


Bumbam-on-  ) 
Oronchj 

Soutbend,  Sheer-) 
ness,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-) 
stairs,  ife  Bams- 
gate.  ) 

Deal  and  Dover... 


HastingB  , 


Eastbourne  and) 
Brighton.  ( 

Nawhaven  „  

Shoreham  and) 
South  wick  / 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island; 

Plymouth   


Sat 

Snn. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

I  Th, 

Frl 

am 
4  10 
p  m 

i  28 

a  m 

4.47 
p  m. 
5.  6 

a  m 
i   5  26 
P  m 
5.46 

a  m 

6  6 
p  m 

6,27 

a.m  1  a.m 

li  49  {   7  36 
p.m  '  p  m 
7.12     8.  1 

fl..tTl  1 

S.27 
p.m. 
8.63 

9.  6 
9  26 

9.46  1  10  26 
10.  6  1  10  46 

11.  0 
11.27 

11.49  1  0.11 
—  0.33 

0,66 
1.21 

0.48 
10  8 

10  28 
10.68 

11.  8 
11.28 

11  48 

0.  9  1  0.68 
0.31  j  1.15 

1,38 
2.  3 

ln.36 
10  5.5 

11.16 

11  36 

11.55 

0.16 
0.36 

0  57 
1.20 

1.41 

2.  3 

2.26 
2.51 

3  64 

4  17 

0.  5 

0.24 
0.43 

1.  3 
1  24 

1.44 
2.  4 

2  25 
2  47 

3  9 
3.31 

0  16 

0  3.5 
0  54 

1.14 

1  35 

1..55 
2.13 

2.36 
2.58 

3,20 
■■;  42 

4  6 
4  28 

0.36 
0.56 

1  16 
1.38 

1  54 
2.13 

2.32 
2.62 

3.12 
3.33 

3.. 55 
4.17 

4.40 
5.  4 

11  69 

0.19 
0.38 

0..53 
1.19 

1  35 
1.65 

2.16 
2.39 

2.68 
3.20 

3.48 
4.  7 

11.  4 
11.26 

11.48 

0  10 
0.32 

e.55 
1  17 

1,40 
2.  3 

2.26 
2.49 

.3.12 
3.35 

10.48 
11.10 

11  32 
11.54 

0  16 

0.  39 

1.  1 

1  25 
1.47 

2  10 

2  33 

2.66 
3.19 

11  14 

11.36 

11.58 

0.20 
0.42 

1.  5 
1.27 

1  50 
2.13 

2.36 
2  59 

3.22 
3.45 

11  23 
11.42 

0  2 

0  22 
0  41 

I.  0 
1.18 

1.39 
2.  1 

2  24 
2.47 

3.10 
3.35 

11.32 
11  53 

0  16 

0  38 
0  69 

1.23 
J  46 

2,  S 
2  32 

2.68 
3.17 

3.40 
4  3 

11.43 

0  S 
0.24 

0  45 
1.  6 

1.27 
1.48 

2.10 
2.31 

2.53 
3.16 

3.40 
4.  3 

5.55 
6.15 

6.35 
6  56 

7  14 
7.32 

7  51 
8.11 

8  32 
8-52 

9  13 
9.34 

9.67 
10.21 

Bt  Telegraph.- Friday,  Dec.  21. 

Margate.— W. ;  choppy. 
Eamsgate.— W.S.W. ;  moderate. 
Deal.— S.W. ;  moderate. 
Dover.— W.S.W.;  rough. 
Hastings. — S.W. :  moderate. 


THE  CEAYEN  MIXTUEE. 

Mr.  j.  j.  Caeeeras,  of  Prince's  House,  War- 
dour-street,  sends  us  for  notice  a  tin  of  his 
delicious  "  Craven  Mixture,"  a  most  fragrant, 
sweet-smoking  tobacco,  which  we  can  recommend 
to  all  pipe  smokers.  It  ranges  in  price  from  the 
"  mild,"  invented  by  the  third  Earl  of  Craven,  at 
98.  a  pound,  to  the  "  extra  special,"  at  14s.  2d.  per 
pound,  invented  by  Col.  Sil  Philips. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Barrie,  whose  novels  and  plays  have 
delighted  millions,  wrote  thus  about  this  tobacco, 
in  his  novel,  "  My  Lady  Nicotine  " : 

"  Nothing  is  more  pitiable  than  the  way  some  men  of 
my  acquaintance  enslave  themselves  to  tobacco.  Nay, 
worse,  they  make  an  idol  of  some  one  particular  tobacco. 
I  know  a  man  who  considers  a  certain  mixture  so  superior 
to  all  others  that  he  will  walk  three  miles  for  it.  Surely 
everyone  wiU  admit  that  this  is  lamentable.  It  is  not 
even  a  good  mixture,  for  I  used  to  try  it  occasionally  ;  and 
if  there  is  one  man  in  London  who  knows  tobaccos,  it  is 
myself.  There  is  only  one  mixture  in  London  deserving 
the  adjective  superb.  I  will  not  say  where  it  is  to  be  got, 
for  the  result  would  certainly  be  that  many  foolish  men 
would  smoke  more  than  ever  ;  but  I  never  knew  anything 
to  compare  to  it.  It  is  deliciously  mild  yet  full  of 
fragrance,  and  it  never  burns  the  tongue.  If  you  try 
it  once  you  smoke  it  ever  afterwards.  It  clears  the  brain 
and  soothes  the  temper.  When  I  went  away  for  a  holiday 
anywhere  I  took  as  much  of  that  exquisite  health-giving 
mixture  as  I  thought  would  last  me  the  whole  time,  but  I 
always  ran  out  of  it.  Then  I  telegraphed  to  London  for 
more,  and  was  miserable  until  it  arrived.  How  I  tore  the 
lid  off  the  canister.    That  is  a  tobacco  to  live  for." 

Of  course  his  friends  wanted  to  know  where 
they  could  get  this  mixture,  and  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Carreras  Mr.  Barrie  acknowledged  that  it 
was  the  "  Craven  Mixture  "  to  which  he  referred. 
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ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  above  society  held  their  delegate  meetiog  on 
Monday  PveniDsr,  Dpc  17,  at  Cripplpgate  Institute,  City, 
the  president  (Mr.  Philip  Green)  ia  the  chair.  The  reports 
ffubmittfd  to  the  meeting  showed  that  the  association  was 
in  a  prosonroui  condition,  and  cheques  to  the  amount  of 
£75\7e-  6d  were  ordered  to  be  drawn,  including  a  donation 
to  the  T  A.P.S.  of  £10.  An  available  bank  balance  of 
over  £100  then  remained.  It  was  decided  to  give  up  two 
small  pieces  of  water  after  March  29, 1901 ,  one  in  the  N.E., 
and  one  in  the  S  W,  of  London  dist'iots,  and  to  accept 
the  rffer  of  the  Grand  Junction  Cwal  Company  to  rent 
an  additional  fourteen  miles  of  their  cinal  from  between 
Watford  and  King's  Langley  to  Trinar  Railway  Bridge.  The 
greater  part  of  this  water  has  been  fished  for  years  without 
rec«i.rd  to  size,  season,  or  m  'de  of  capture  of  fish  ;  but  an 
a^ife.aent  has  been  entered  into  whereby  this  Aaaooiation 
shall  have  the  sole  right  of  fishing  and  controlliog  those 
waters.  The  enrolment  fee  has  been  suspended  for  twelve 
months  from  this  date,  so  that  both  existing  societies  and 
new  societies  that  are  likely  to  be  formed  can  be  enrolled 
without  taxing  their  funds.  The  amalgamated  railway 
companies  have  decided  not  to  defer  putting  into  opera- 
tion their  minimum  charge  in  favour  of  anglers'  railway 
tickets,  therefore  members  must  note  that  on  and  after 
Jan.  1,  1901,  no  anglers'  railway  tinkets  will  be  issued  to 
them  under  the  value  of  la.  Will  all  members  please 
assist  in  getting  this  as  widely  known  as  possible,  and 
thus  save  any  disputes  at  booking-oflBces  ?  The  colour  of 
1901-1902  tickets  will  be  orange -chrome.  Mr.  F,  A. 
Gray,  a  trustee,  was  appointed  a  committeeman  of 
the  A.B.  Society  in  place  of  Mr.  B.  Abrahams, 
who,  through  pressure  of  business,  felt  it  his 
duty  to  resign  from  the  committee  of  that  society. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  (vice-president)  to  the  chairman  for  ocoupyirg 
the  chair  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  century,  remarking 
that  "  it  wag  a  physical  imooBsibility  to  hope  that  he  (Mr. 
Geen)  would  occupy  that  position  at  the  end  of  the  next 
century."  The  exchange  of  seasonable  frreetings  termi- 
nated a  very  busy  evening  Thare  -e  forty-seven 
societies  represented. — Hon.  Reporter 


Jingling  ^iijfurcs. 

December  23. 

Admiral  Blake :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Brompton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing  to  Windaor. 

Duke  of  Norfolk :  Lacspd  prize  outing. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Christmas  outing. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
December  24. 

Albion  Brothers :  Distribution. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Distribution. 

Clissold  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Stepney  Brothers :  Distribution. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

White  Hart :  Concert  and  distribution. 
Deoenib3r  25. 

Christmas  D<y. 
December  26. 

Boxing  Day. 

Abercorn  :  Outing  to  Weybridge. 
United  Brothers :  Match  at  Pangbourne. 
December  28. 
A.B.S. :  Committee  meeting. 


Jan.  1. — Gresham:  First  meeting  at  Manchester  Hotel. 

II  2. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

I,  6.— Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Woking. 

,1  7. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

I,  13. — Te  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing. 

,1  15.— Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery. 

,1  15.— Peokham  Brothers  :  Visit. 

11  22. — Gresham :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler. 


Ecptts  torn  CIu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  musj 
reach  us  not  later  than  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnrada? 
Evening.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dimstan's  Mouse,  Fetter-Ian^,  London,"  marked  "  Chvi 
Bbpobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Angflers'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union-build 
ings,  Clerkenwell-road,  B.C. — Since  my  last  reoort  I  bep 
to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £35  Ss.  4d. 
from  the  treasurer  of  the  late  Richmond  Compstition,  ' 
£2  158.  (par  Mr.  J.  Wade)  from  the  first  concert  of  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  £2  10  i.  from  the 
donation  box  of  the  Allason  United  Angling  Society,  178. 
from  the  donation  box  of  the  Admiral  Blake  Angling 
Society,  and  £1  Is.  (life  member's  contribution)  from  G. 
Widdows,  Clapton.  N  E.  Also  £3 . 12s.  6d.  from  the 
Bostonians'  box.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee 
will  t"k*i  place  on  Friday  evening,  Dec.  28,  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  Eastern  District) 
Visitls  g  List.- On  Deo.  17  one  of  the  grandest  visits 
was  paid  to  the  Amicable  Waltonians.  Thirty-one 
societies  were  well  represented  from  north,  east,  south, 
and  west.  Mr.  Woodruff,  secretary  to  the  A. A.,  and 
many  of  its  officers,  were  well  in  evidence.  Mr.  Mnsgrave, 
sen.,  was  the  chairman,  and  some  of  the  best  of  artiste 
were  there.   I  thank  everyone  for  their  support.  'The 


A  B.S.  box  got  on  all  right.  My  next  visit  is  to  the 
Cliisold  A.S.,  in  January;  date  in  F.  G.  ;  sian  of  the 
house  is  the  Cricketers,  North  wold-road.  Stoke  Newington. 
I  wish  all  my  many  brothers'of  the  rod  a  merry  Christmas. 
— Ben  Abrahams. 

Abercorn  Angling'  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Several  members  were  out  on  Dec.  16, 
but  OTily  A.  Painter  returned  with  chub  and  roach,  one 
chub  21b.  3oz.  Members  pleasa  note  that  our  next  outing 
to  Weybridge  takes  place  on  Dec.  26.  All  to  start  by  the 
8.6  train  from  Clapham  Junction. — A.  Painter. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Auttunar  SoiJlefey, 
Duke  of  S'lssex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.  W. — 
All  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  quarter  were  elected,  and 
nineteen  nrizes  won  in  Christmas  match  were  distributed, 
and  a  jolly  evening  spent  on  Dec.  19.  We  wished  one 
another  the  usual  greeting,  which  we  wish  "  Dragnet " — 
Merry  Christmas  and  tight  lines.  A  special  meeting  re 
A.  A.  delegates  takes  place  on  Jm.  9  at  9  p.m.  There  will 
be  no  meeting  on  Deo.  26,  but  takes  of  fish  will  be  weighed- 
in.  I  tender  my  thanks  to  all  donors,  and  accept  my  best 
wishes  and  a  merry  Christmas  to  all  of  you. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Societv,  Coach  and  Horses,  Portg- 
month-plac,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Dec.  16  Mr.  Drew 
weighed-in  dace.  Mr.  Bob  Smart,  proposed  and  seconded 
by  Messrs.  Black  and  Hall,  has  been  elected  an  honorary 
member.  The  roach  pole  presented  by  Mr.  Sheldon,  and 
won  by  Mr.  0.  Hawes,  has  been  greatly  admired. — J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Staof,  Worship-square. — Had  a  splendid  muster  on  Wed- 
neediy  last.  Several  members  were  out  on  Deo.  16.  Very 
few  fish  were  weighed-in.  Members  please  note  Wednes- 
day, Jan.  2.  business  of  importance. — G.  Haynes, 

Amicable  Waltoui^na  Angling  Society,  The 
George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — 
On  Deo.  16  the  majority  of  members  were  out  for  the 
remainder  of  Christmas  prizes,  with  the  result  that  we 
had  the  best  show  of  fish  tli?  season.  The  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  Brealsforth,  rouc^  and  dace; 
Vanhegan,  roach  and  dace;  Miller,  jick,  rfaoh,  and 
dace;  Davis,  roach;  Shury,  roach  and  dace;  Hutchens, 
roach ;  and  Lambert,  roach.  On  Monday  nietht  we 
had  our  visit  on  No.  2  List,  which  turned  out  a 
grand  socoefs.  Mr.  Musgrave  occupied  the  chair, 
supported  by  a  host  of  well-known  anglers.  There 
was  plenty  of  harmony,  contributed  to  by  the  following 
gentlemen,  to  whom  we  return  thanks  :  Messrs.  Hudson, 
Lethbridge.  Johnson,  Day,  Brown,  Fuller,  Payne,  and 
Fuller  (Swiss  pipe).  On  the  roll  being  called,  thirty-one 
clubs  responded,  after  which  visiting  officer  Ben  Abrahams 
spoke  on  the  good  work  being  done  by  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent'  Society,  while  the  box  was  going  round,  which 
was  well  supported. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Antrlinar  Society,  Tbomaa  a 
Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S  E. — The  Christmas  outing, 
always  one  of  the  most  enj  lyable  fixtures  of  the  season, 
took  place  on  Dec  16  at  Hampton  Court.  The  attendance 
of  members  was  in  excess  of  any  previous  year,  thus 
creating  a  record.  The  fieh  were  not  at  all  in  a  feeding 
humour,  but  still  there  was  a  very  fair  show  on  the  travs 
as  a  result  of  the  competition.  Messrs.  J.  Jones,  G. 
Mallett,  and  H.  Mallett  came  out  on  top  of  the  list,  also 
securing  three  of  the  lapsed  prizes.  The  distribution  of 
seasonable  gifts  on  Wednesday  went  cff  right  merrily, 
members  all  exchanging  the  usual  seasonable  greetings. 
The  next  return  visit  on  the  South  London  United  List  is 
to  this  club,  and  the  date  fixed  was  Monday,  Jan.  7. 
Secretaries  of  clubs  interested  kindly  note.  Mr.  J. 
Farmer  presided  with  his  usual  ability.  To  all  brother 
anglers  we  wish  a  right  Merry  Christmas,  and  tight  lines 
during  the  holidays. — W. 

BattsT'sea  Friendly  Angling  Saeiet';  Nag'i 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.  —  We  fished  for  our 
Christmas  prizes  at  Windsor  on  the  16th,  with  the  follow- 
ing result:  Messrs.  G.  Hemens,  first;  A.  Addison, 
second;  G.  Smeed,  third;  J.  Hall,  fourth;  J.  Hudson, 
fifth ;  W.  Thomas,  sixth  ;  and  the  remaining  sixteen 
prizes  were  drawn  for.  After  the  distribution  of  prizes  we 
spent  the  evening  with  harmony.  The  following  members 
amused  the  compmy :  A.  Addison,  G.  Hemens,  C. 
Dej-inge,  W.  H.  Wheatley,  J.  Hall,  E.  Guy,  and  A. 
Dejinge.  There  will  be  no  meeting  next  Tuesday. — A, 
Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brother*  Angling  Society.  Wool- 
3aok,  Bermondaey-street. — The  membars  of  the  absve 
Sshed  a  competition  for  five  special  prizes  and  the  annual 
'^hriatmas  prizes  combined,  at  Datchet,  on  the  16ch. 
Eighteen  members  took  part,  bat  only  nine  were  success- 
ful in  taking  sizable  fish,  the  first  five  being  as  follows  : 
Messrs.  J.  Smith,  J.  Wigley,  J.  J  Hobbs,  J.  Rushton,  and 
A.  Conn.  After  the  competition  the  members  all  sat  down 
to  a  comfortable  tea  at  the  Manor  House  Hotel.  Mr.  J. 
Martin  weighed-in  151b.  of  roach  and  jack  from  other 
waters. — Alf  Conn. 

Blaokfiriars  Ansrling  Society,  Imperial  Hotel, 
Snuthwerk-street.  8.B. — Several  members  out  on  the 
16th.  Mr.  J.  Wheelhonae,  grand  take  roach;  Messrs. 
Whiley,  Stone,  Jones,  ard  Cadman  having  nice  takes  roach 
ind  bream.  Oar  Christmas  prizes  (over  forty)  were  dis- 
tributed on  the  19  h.  The  holidays  will  not  interfere  with 
our  rules  of  weighing-in,  only  our  club-house  not  being 
generally  open  on  Bank  H  >lidays,  our  members  may 
w^igh-in  at  the  Collingwnod.  who,  I  know,  will  not 
oV  j  'Ct.  Wi-hing  all  a  merry  Christmas. — J.  Wheelhousk. 

Blenheim  Angling  Booiet?,  Btenbeuu  ^rms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill.— Our  Christmas  outing 
at  Windsor  was  not  a  great  success,  as  only  four  members 
bad  fish,  as  follows  :  C.  Maguire,  first ;  F.  Wilson,  second ; 
J.  Wilkins,  third  ;  J.  Weeks,  fourth.  There  are  still  four 
prizes  left,  which  we  have  decided  to  fish  for  on  Dec.  23, 
Members  to  go  where  they  like  ;  but  all  who  wish  to  take 


part  must  register  their  names  and  pay  their  shillings  to 
I  the  secretarv.  On  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  22.  we  made 
Mr.  Arthur  Young  a  working  member,  a  procet-ding  which 
was  highly  gratifying  to  a  young  club  such  as  oura,  a*  Mr. 
Young  U  one  of  the  old  fchool  of  anglers.  We  also  pro- 
posad  Mr.  Dery  as  a  member  for  election  next  week.  The 
amount  resulting  from  the  A.  B.S.  com  petition  at  Richmond 
was  £35  33.  4d.,  which  has  been  paid  into  the  funds. — 

C.  ClTAl'LAIS. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Angling  8 •lOlat.?- Windaor 

Oastle,  162,  High  Holbom,  W C— On  Dec.  16  Mr.  J. 
Roach  weighed-in  roich  and  dace,  21b.  14.ioz. ;  Mr.  0. 
Davis,  perch  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Drew,  roach.  On  Dec.  19  Mr. 
G  V.  Stimpson  was  elected  a  working  member.  We  wish 
all  members  and  friends  the  compliments  of  the  season.— 
T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  As80cia';iou,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road,  Bootle. — We  have  n  sjlved  to  suspend  the 
meetings  until  Jan  8,  at  8  p.m.,  when  the  annua,!  general 
meetin?  will  be  held. — Rudd. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  KeL  ish  Town,  N.W.— The  members  of  the  above 
society  met  on  Wednesday,  Deo.  12,  for  what  has  become 
a  hardy  annual  "lantern  entertainment,"  by  Messrs. 
Ward  and  Jones,  at  the  Dalby  Tavern,  Ken'i^h  Town. 
The  entertainment  was  entitled  "  Criticisms  in  Variety,  by 
the  Man  in  the  Street"  The  slides  are  the  result  of 
twelve  _  months'  patient  hard  work  by  the  above 
industrious  pair  of  artists,  and  consisted  of  scenes 
of  the  most  varied  character — the  field,  the  camp, 
the  grove,  and  the  haunts  of  the  wily  fish, 
scenes  from  the  virgin  wood  to  the  virgin  in  the 
garret.  Roofs  and  walls  do  not  seem  to  exist  for  this  pair 
of  photographing  Rontgens.  The  whole  thing  was  a 
great  success.  Only  one  shadow  was  over  it,  viz.,  the 
abjence  of  Mr.  Ward  himself,  who,  we  regret  to  say,  ia  ill 
in  bed  with  what  all  hope  is  only  a  temporary  sickness, 
for  if  ever  a  man  is  entitled  to  sympathy  in  his  own  trouble 
that  man  is  "  Charley  "  Ward,  and  the  whole  meeting 
joined  in  hearty  wishes  for  his  speedy  recovery.  The 
musical  part  of  the  show  was  of  a  high  quality,  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Bert  Jones,  the  coming  vioiioist ;  Mr. 
Upton,  jun.,  piano;  and  songs  specially  chosen  to 
illustrate  the  ohj-'ots  on  the  slides  well  sung  by  Messrs.  C. 
Game,  Pratt,  Boiscius,  Shawyer,  and  others.  Mr. 
Jennirg3  did  his  part  as  public  orator  to  perfection,  and 
claimed  that  the  contribution  towards  the  fands  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  was  satisfactory.  Mr.  Jones 
m-inipulated  the  machinery  of  the  slides,  &c  ,  in  splendid 
fashion  in  the  absJnce  of  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Burningham 
assisting,  to  the  complete  patijfaction  of  the  delighted 
and  happy  gathering.  Oar  Caristmas  priz'^s  wer^  won  by 
Messrs  J.  White,  C.  Billings,  and  F.  HiUsell,  &c  ,  and 
were  presented  on  Wtdoesday  Oar  A  B  S.  box  was 
opened,  and  found  to  contain  £3  123  6i. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms, 
Marl  borough-road,  uhelsea,  S.W. — At  Pangbonrce  on 
Dec  16  only  seven  mpmbers  had  fish,  viz.,  Messrs.  F. 
Briggs,  E.  Briggs,  Farrier,  Sander  (one  dace  Jib.), 
Birber,  A.  Brown,  aid  Dungate.  There  are  two  email 
prizes  untaken,  and  these  are  offered  for  competition  on 
Dee.  23  to  those  who  did  not  win  a  prize  last  week  ;  bank 
only,  roving  anywhere.  We  were  agdin  favoured  with  the 
company  of  Mr.  Woodruff,  the  esteemed  secretary  of  the 
Anglers'  Associition.  Tnere  will  be  no  formal  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  but  it  is  hoped  many  members  will  have 
fish  to  weigh.    Wishing  all  the  compliments  of  the  season. 

— C.  ASHBY. 

I3rnn«wick  Brothein  Angling  Society,  Cherry 

Tree.  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow. — We  continue 
the  Christmas  outing  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Dec.  23  ; 
same  conditions.  There  are  still  six  prizes  to  fish  for.  On 
Dec.  16  Mr.  C.  Parmenter  secured  third  prize  ;  Mr.  H. 
Kelly,  fourth ;  Mr.  F.  Willcccks,  fifth.  Mr.  B.  Bissell, 
Mr.  T._  Tucker,  Mr.  G.  Timson,  and  Mr.  E.  Papworth 
also  weighed-in  some  good  class  fish  on  that  occasion. — A. 
Robertson. 

Bnrlington  Anglers,  The  Burlington,  Westboume 
Park. — Several  members  went  to  the  roving  match,  but 
Mr.  West  was  the  only  fortunate  one  to  take  any  fish. 
Owing  to  the  holidays,  there  will  not  be  another  meeting 
until  Jan.  16.  The  secretary  takes  this  opportunity  o£ 
wishing  all  brother  arglers  a  "  Happy  Chriftiuis," 
followed  by  a  "  Prosperous  New  Year." — J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society.  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. — An  outing  will  take  place 
at  Henley  on  Deo.  30  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  five  prizes.  A 
smoker  early  in  the  new  year,  further  particulars  later. — 
W.  Sctton. 

Oa^mrxxidg*  Heath  Brotherp  Angling  Society, 

Good  Intent,  Mowlem -street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Four  more  prizes  were  taken  in  our  Christmas 
outing  on  Dec.  16,  thus  closing  the  competition  with  only 
fourteen  prizes  being  won  out  of  twenty-eix.  Mr.  L. 
Stephenson  cime  in  11th,  with  jiok;  Mr.  G.  Webb, 
12th,  dace  ;  Mr.  R.  Anderson,  13tb.  roach;  and  Mr.  R. 
Sawyer,  jun.,  14  A,  with  perch.  The  remiining  prizes 
were  drawn  for  on  Tuesday  last,  each  member  competing 
getting  a  prize.  We  have  decifled  to  distribute  the  above 
on  Monday  evening,  Dec.  24.  Visitors  and  ladies  cordially 
invited  The  following  also  weighed-in  on  the  16  h : 
Mr.  C.  Pjcroft,  dice ;  Mr.  H.  Deverell,  dace  ;  and  Mr. 
P.  Loft,  p^roh.  Tne  next  meeting  night  will  be  Tuesday, 
Jan.  1,  which  also  is  quarterly  night  — E  H.  Argent 

^emdf'u  Angling  Society,  The  Looomouvc,  James- 
street,  High-street,  Camden  Town  N.W.— Our  trajs  were 
not  quite  so  full  as  we  should  have  liked  on  the  16ch, 
Messrs.  Cook,  Fuller,  Taylor,  S.  and  F.  Djkis.  A.  E. 
Hoodless,  Parker,  Gill,  and  Wilscn  having  fish.  On 
Wednesday  night  the  Christmas  prizes  were  distributed, 
followed  by  a  smoker. — R.  Marshall. 

Carlton  Angling  Society,  Carlton  Bridge  Tavern, 
Westboume  Park,  W. — We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on 
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the  16th  lost,  by  the  following:  Messrs.  A.  Hardcastle 
roaoh  and  j  ick  ;  W.  Fayprs.  roach  and  dace  ;  W.  Flight 
dace  ;  Lawrence,  dace  ;  E.  Watson,  roach,— W.  B.  F.  ' 

Claohftm  Jnnoxnou  Anglintj  >*«oib?,j  The 
tjlftronoe,  WinstanlPT-road.  Olapham  Junction  8  W  — 
Members  fished  their  tenth  daj'a  outing  at  Windsor  on 
Deo.  16,  when  Mr.  C.  Ball  was  the  only  member  eucoess- 
fnl  iQ  tabiDg  a  prize  Our  eleventh  d  ly's  outing  will  txke 
plice  on  Jan.  6,  at  Woking  Broad  Meeds,  for  dx  prizes 
Boundary,  from  fence  to  fenoa.  Train  from  Clapham 
JarotiOD,  8  44;  from  Woking,  7.56.  All  to  cease  fishing 
at  live  o  olork  There  will  be  no  meeting  on  Dec  26  I 
wish  every  brother  angler  a  Merry  Christmas  and  iolly 
good  tight  lines  — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  AngUngr  Society.  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  8  W.  —  Mr.  MacLaohlan 
weijhed-in  a  rues  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream  on  the 
16rh^  Tne  prize  outing  fixed  for  Dec.  23  nil  be  from 
Windsor  station  ;  open  roving  (Thames  only)  ;  aU  fieh  to 
weish  ;  bank  or  punt.— F.  Bishop. 

Cnissold  Ang-liBg  Society.  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Dec.  16  the  follow- 
ing weished-m  :  Messrs.  Farmer,  roach;  Archer,  dace  • 
and  Jordan,  perch.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on  Tuesday 
wbioh  lasted  until  a  late  hour;  all  liabilities  for  the 
current  year  were  settled.  The  delegates  gave  their 
report,  and  the  announcement  that  the  association  had 
se cared  a  long  stretch  of  new  water  at  such  a  moderate 
outlay  was  received  with  much  pleasure.  Mr.  A 
Dunkley  was  elected  a  workirg  member.— Fredk' 
Eastwood. 

w*"^^"^^^'^^  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— Our  Christmas  outing  was  successfoUy  decided 
on  Dec.  16.  with  the  following  result :  l»t  Mr  6  Barker  • 
2nd,  Mr.  E.  Baxter;  3rd,  Mr.  W.  Walker";  4th.  Mr' 
Edgar  Morns;  5th,  Mr.  H.  Challen  ;  6th,  Mr.  A  How- 
^f;  T^y^"':  ^^'^^  Mr.  W.  Barnard;  9th, 
Mr.  W.  New.U;  10th,  Mr.  A.  E.  Fisher  (the  takes  being 
mostly  dacfV  Our  next  meeting  will  be  the  first  Tuesday 
m  the  .New  iear.  I  wish  all  membsrs  and  friends  a  merry 
Christmas  and  prosperous  Nbw  Year.  Mr.  Harry  Lnnt 
of  the  Jack  of  Newbury,  KeEBal-rosd,  has  promised  a 
valuable  cup.  to  be  competed  for  by  all  West  End  club 
membprs.  Meeting,  to  arrange  conditions,  Wednesday 
Jan.  2.  at  the  above  house. — A.  S.  H. 

Coll-ngrwood  Angling   Society.   Lord  Nelson. 
J^exson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  8.B.— Our  Christmas  and 
December  outings  combined,  fished  on  the  16th  inst 
resulted  as  follows :  Messrs.  C.  Poole,  let;  F.  Beames! 

J.  B,5r.th,6th  ;  H.  Warr,  7th;  H.  Stump,  8th ;  E.  EIbav 
9th;  E  Batt,  10th  ;  G.  Ford,  11th;  D.  Aeh,  12th  •  w' 
Poole,  13th;  G  Einherson.  14th;  W.  Gooding  15th'-  F* 
Sorge,  16th  ;  G.  Waller.  17th.  Christmas  prizes  will  be 
preeented  at  9  p  m.  on  23rd  lost.  Members  must  be  np  to 
time  with  their  prizes.  The  Collingwooda  wish  all  brother, 
anglers  a  happy  Christmas  and  tight  waistcoats— lioes  I 
mean.— F  P.  Sobge.  ' 

CosyAnglia=<  sSoolety,  The  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.-Our  concert  and 
distribution  of  Christmas  prizes  was  a  succmss.  and  an 
enjoyable  evening  spent.  On  Dec.  16  Mr.  J.  T,  White 
weighed-in  dace — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piecatotial  Society,  King's 
Arms,  Long  Acre,  W.C— On  Deo.  16  Mr.  Sjd.  Cutbnsh 

o?u  °  '•        •^'^^^  Massey,  three 

]ick,  8Ib.    Several  other  members  were  out,  but  had  no 
sport  whatever.— W.  M. 

.,?^^?  Of  Norfolk  Angrlingr  Society,  The  Apollo. 
All  Saints -road,  Westboume  Park.— In  our  match  of 
Deo.  16  the  following  took  prizes  with  roach  :  Messrs 
Lane,  first,  21b.  15|(.z.  ;  Bradshaw,  second,  lib.  14foz  • 
?^l°®ni  11^>-  12§oz.;  Bedwell.  lib.  lOf  iz. ;  and  Severns! 
lib.  9Joz.  ;  Fletche,  Ireland,  Bills,  Lumly,  and  T.  Shaw  • 
leaving  three  money  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  23  — 
W.  Jenkins. 

^.*"r;  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Bast  Dulwich,  S,E.-On  Deo.  23  our  Christmas  prize 
outiEg  takes  place  at  Egham,  for  which  we  have  had 
several  good  prizes  given  by  the  members.  Train  leaves 
Waterloo  8.15  a.m.— E.  Dyball. 

Hwoonrt  Anting  Society,  Haroonrt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  N.W.— We  had  another  good  show  of 
roach  and  dace  on  Dec.  16.  and  I  think  the  fact  of  the 
sport  being  a  little  better  will  shift  some  or  our  Eip  Van 
Winkles,  and  make  them  wake  np  a  bit.  I  think  I  can 
eately  say  that  we  have  the  most  indifferent  set  of  membera 
or  any  London  club. — A.  E.  Payne. 
,Q?*«*^?^  Angling  Scoiety.  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
it}^,  Unck-lane.  Bethnal  Green,  E.— Our  membera  were 
out  ag^ain  on  Dec.  16,  and  Mr.  J.  Jeffreys  and  Mr.  C 
Jiusseli  had  a  very  nice  catch  of  roaoh  and  dace.  One  cf 
our  new  membera,  Mr.  A.  C.  Fish,  who  comes  from  an 
angling  stock,  had  a  very  fipe  show  of  roach.  Don't 
torget  to  show  up  on  Wednesday  after  Boxing  Day.— 
W.  J  J.  Robinson.  '         =  j 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe  Hotel, 
Upper  Tolhngton-road,  HoUoway,  N.  —  Next  week's 
meeting  (the  last  of  the  year)  is  postponed  to  the  Friday 
evenir.g,  but  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  some  shows  of  fish 
pn  B.xirg  Bight.  80  a  visit  to  the  clubhouse  may  be 
mtpresting.— E.  Wymke 

Honnslow  and  Isloworth  Piscatorial  Society. 
Prmoe  Regent,  Higo-street,  HoudsIow  — We  have  not 
had  many  fish  ihia  week,  Mr.  W.  F.  Morgan,  a  leash  of 
good  jack;  W.  Allen-Morgan,  the  same;  and  Mr 
BrouRham,  a  nice  dish  of  roach  and  dace,  being  n  l  worth 
recording.  We  had  a  very  succesafnl  smoking  concert  on 
Wednetdiy  evening,  Mr.  Arthur  Otley  presiding.  Will 
all  mombers  endeavour  to  be  present  on  Jan.  2  — J  M 
Brougham. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Soolety,  Spread 
Bagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Dec.  16  all  the 
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prizes  were  taken  at  the  outing  to  St.  Margaret's.  Mr 
Harris,  first,  with  jack;  Mr.  A  Fish,  second,  roach- 
Mr.  Cole,  third,  roach;  Mr.  Wiltehire,  fourth,  roich  I 
Mr.  Newton,  fifth,  roaoh  ;  Mr.  Bailey,  sixth,  roach  -  Mr' 
Norman,  seventh,  roach.  Will  members  please  note  that 
fu  ^^^t  specimen  prize  to  come  from  Huntingdon 

that  they  must  sign  at  clubhouse  by  midday  on  the 
Saturday  previous  to  going,  also  have  an  acknowledg- 
ment from  Huntingdon  to  state  they  fished  there  for  the 
same  — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Ipswl'h  Pismtorial  Ramblers,  The  Look 
lavern,  Ipswich.— A  coarse  fiehina  match  will  be  held  on 
Roxmg  Day.  m  the  river  Stour,  from  Flatford  to  Dedham. 
PnzBs  will  be  awarded  for  the  heaviest  bag  (pike  barred) 
Entries,  accompanied  by  a  fee  of  Is. ,  should  be  made  by 
eight  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Deo.  24,  as  I  am  arranging 
tor  a  brake  to  convey  members  to  and  from  the  match. 
General  meetings  of  the  society  will  be  held  on  the  second 
Friday  m  each  month,  at  8.30  p  m.  The  meeting  on 
11  will  take  the  form  of  a  tea  and  social  evening. 
The  books  of  rules,  with  case  for  member's  card,  are  now 
ready,  and  can  be  obtained  from  the  hon.  secretary 
price  3d.  Prizes  will  be  awarded  at  the  end  of  the  season 
tor  the  best  specimen  fish  of  the  various  classes  (salt 
and  fresh-water)  wtighed-in.— H.  C.  Westgate. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road,  N.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
Dec.  16 :  Messrs.  Benny.  171b.  12Joz.,  bream  ;  Howard 
roach,  41b.  ;  Reeve,  31b.  3foz.,  roach;  Wilkes,  roach  and 
dace ;  Brookman,  dace  and  gudgeon.  We  met  on  Tues- 
day last,  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the  chair,  when  it  was  settled  that 
members  to  go  by  any  train  on  the  morning  and  by  any 
line,  N.L.R.  or  M.R  ;  any  member  not  going  by  first  train 
must  report  himself  to  the  secretary  or  one  of  the 
members  before  starting  fishing —J.  H.  Herbebt. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E— Result 
of  the  competition  at  Shiplake  :  Messrs.  C.  Hayward,  H. 
Butt,  G.  P.  Rolt,  and  G.  Higley  were  the  winners  in  the 
order  named.  Only  one  of  the  three  prizes  offered  for 
competition  on  Wednesday  I'st  ^as  tat<>r>,  Mr.  C.  Hay- 
ward  being  the  successful  cc  mpet  i.or.  Tiie  remaining  two 
will  be  fished  for  again  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  2,  same 
conditions.  There  are  three  specials  to  be  competed  for 
on  Dec.  30  at  Shiplake.— H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society.  Prince  Arthur,  Golbome- 
road.  North  Kensington.— Sirce  our  Ja'st  re  part  very  few 
fish  have  been  weighed-in.  On  Dec.  16  Mr.  Redington 
and  his  brother  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Thames.  It  being  close  on  quatter  night,  will 
members  pleaee  attend  at  their  earliest  convenience  and 
clear  the  books  ?—G.  Pence. 

Iilvfoln  AngUn?  Ssoietr.  Metrorolitna  Wi». 
ohrster-Btreat.  N.— On  Dec.  16  the  following  had  some 
nice  fish  :  Messrs.  Cook,  111b.  ISJnz.  (one  very  fine  chub. 
41b.  4ioz.,  taken  cn  a  tight  line)  ;  Nelson,  roach,  chub,  and 
dace,  winning  a  prize ;  Biggs,  Evens,  and  Hawkins  also 
having  roach  and  bream.  There  are  still  seven  prizes  to 
be  fished  for;  same  conditions.  On  Wednesday  last  our 
Cjjristmas  prizes  were  paid  to  the  successful  winners, 
1/a.  lld.  in  all,  after  which  an  enjoyable  hour  was  spent 
Wishing  you  a  merry  Christmas.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association  Bee  Hotel, 
yneen-square,  Liverpool.— Our  usual  weekly  meeting  was 
held  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Pierce  being  in  the  chair.  Angling 
matters  generally.lin  consequence  of  the  kaladeecopic  nature 
of  the  weather,  are  at  a  standstill,  and  little  business  was 
transacted.  Conditions  have,  however,  since  improved, 
and  we  are  approaching  the  halyoon  days  for  the  grayling 
fisher,  the  atmoepherio  surroundings  now  favouring  that 
sport.  A  select  company  are  going  down  to  Lknjmyneoh 
for  the  Christmas  holidays,  and,  providing  there  be  no 
more  rain,  good  sport  with  the  grayling,  and  also  the  pike, 
is  assured.  To  all  fair  fishermen  and  true  sportsmen 
throughout  the  universe  a  bright  and  happy  Christmas, 
with  tight  lines  and  full  creels  for  the  coming  New  Tear. 

— ROSICEUCIAN. 

Maldon   and    Heybridge  Angling;  Society, 

White  Lion,  FuUbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— There  is  not 
much  to  report  from  the  roach  anglers.  Ai  far  as  I  can 
hear,  few  fish  have  been  taken.  The  angleis  from 
Beeleigh  to  Sugar  Bakers  were  having  a  quiet  time  on  the 
16th ;  small  catches  were  reported.  An  angler  secured  a 
jack  on  Saturday  afternoon  from  the  Lacgftrd  back- 
waters, about  4Jlb.  I  had  an  outing  on  the  12th  inst.,  and 
found  the  jick  were  feeding  fairly.  I  caught  seven  in  all 
weighing  241b.,  from  the  waters  near  Uhing  Church.  In 
the  afternoon  I  saw  an  otter  swimming  across  the  water 
with  a  large  fish  in  its  mouth,  but  I  was  too  far  away  to 
distinguish  what  sort  of  fish  it  was.  It  looked  very  much 
like  a  pike  or  large  eel,  the  white  part  showing  very 
plainly.  I  watched  it  and  located  it»  haunt,  and  found  it 
made  its  home  in  the  trunk  of  an  old  tree  overhanging  the 
river.  There  are  several  others  around  Uhing  and  Hoe 
Mills,  and  I  think  we  might  effect  a  good  capture  with  the 
hounds  —P.  Keen, 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Camber  well-grove.— We  had  heavy  tiaya 
for  our  open  cnmpetition  on  Dec.  13.  Mr.  W.  F.  Primmett 
gave  Ufl  one  of  his  ueual  exhibits  from  Fording  Bridge  of 
pike,  371b.  12Joz.  This  was  after  returnii  g  seveial  fish 
Mr.  H.  Padbury  weighed  13Ib.  lOJoz,  pike,  a'so  from 
Fording  Bridge.  Mr.  C.  Davis  roll-d  up'with  101b.  6|nz. 
roich  and  dace  from  Salisbury,  five  roach  over  lib 
specimen  roach  lib.  7ioz.  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin,  from 
Cookham,  weighed  cliub,  roach,  and  dace,  13  b.  6  z  ; 
whilst  Mr.  C.  Newbury  got  home  with  roach  and  dace 
from  Fording  Biiifge,  161t.  8oz. ;  specimen  dace,  9J' z 
The  prize  winners  were:  First,  C.  Newbury;  second, 
A.  B.  Baldwin.    A  few  members  went  to  St  lyes,  but  am 
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sorry  to  say  did  not  meet  with  much  sport.    Mr.  W.  J. 
Crisp  certified  to  me  on  12th  inet.  a  splendid  pike  of  1 


211b.  412.,  taken  by  him  at  Stony  Stratford.— 0.  E. 

Allen. 

North  Iiambeth  Angling  Society.  New  Castle 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lamb«th,  S  E.  —  Our  match  at 
Bnreson  the  16i^h  the  follow  iog  members  weijrhed-in  for 
prizes  :  Messrs.  J.  Edwards,  first,  roach  and  jick  •  R 
Cheese,  second,  jack;  E.  Rowles,  third,  roach  andjick- 
A.  D*w8on,  fonrtli,  jioV.  J.  Ansell,  with  roaoh,  took 
Mr.  Chester  s  prize;  G.  Killick  took  the  honorary 
member  s  prize  with  roach,  also  J.  B4ward'8  prize  • 
R.  Cheese  took  the  prize  for  the  largest  jiok.  I  hope 
membera  will  all  attend  on  the  next  meeting  night  Jan  2 
— E.  Rowles.  =    =    i      -  • 

Nortb-East  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Star  and 
trarter,  txreen-street.  Bethnal  Green.— On  Deo  16  we 
had  another  very  nice  show  of  fish,  and  the  fol'owina 
weighed-ia:  Messrs.  E.  Lamb,  nice  show  of  roach- 
J.  Eaton,  bream,  roach,  and  dace;  W.  Richards  sen' 
roach  and  dac«;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach  ;  W.  Smith,  roach 
and  dace ;  and  H.  Hart,  roach.  Oar  next  meeting  takes 
place  on  Jan.  2.— G.  Taylor, 

O^lander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel. 
ORlanderjToad,  Eist  Dulwich.— On  Deo.  13  Messrs.  Coates. 
Gasson,  Wood,  and  Morgan  weighed-in  bream,  rosoh,  and 
1  Twickenham.    On  Dec  16  Messrs.  Goodman. 

$:-,FiJ'?,^^^:'  9-  Cartwright,  W.   8.  Cartwrisht,  Q 
Dild^  W  E  Nayler,  Tatchell,  P.  D.  Smithers,  Willi^mg. 
W.  Moyler  F  Smithers,  T.  Moyler,  Coates,  Dove,  and 
^*88on  all  had  fish,  Mr.  Goodman  having  the  topweight 
5'b  14J0Z.    Club  anslers  generally  are  informed  that  the 
hshery  at  Feltham  (where  tickets  are  obtained  from  the 
Black  Dog)  have  raised  their  daily  charge  to  2g.  one  rod 
bottoin  fiehin*  ;  also  their  standard  of  fish  sets  a  good 
example,  but  the  chances  of  testing  it  are  very  remote. 
Last  meeting  we  had  a  big  must-er  again,  making  fourteen 
new  members,  viz.,  Messrs.  Powell,  Owen,  Moorcroft 
James  Wren.  Lamb,  Brownjohn,  Gilbert,  Stone,  Morley' 
Mansfield,   Jarvis,  Woolridge,  and  Simmons.    W.  L 
Doyvton.  J  P.,  has  consented  to  further  the  interest  of  the 
society  by  becoming  a  patron.- H.  W.  Morgan. 

Orlsrlnal  Alexandra  Angllns'  Sooiatv,  Grown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal  Green  —On.  Dec.  16 
W  Madget  weiahed-in  one  jink,  41b  2i:-'z.  ;  G.  Barrs 
31b.  2pz.  of  roach  (heaviest,  lib.  2^z.)  -.  T  Hayward,  12ioz' 
of  roacb  ;  A.  Birch,  2Jlb.  of  roach  ;  J.  Davis,  31b.  of  dace. 

J  T  T  proposed  as  a  working  member.    J.  Nagle 

and  J .  J evans  volunteer  as  auditors.    W.  Dennis,  chairman. 
Thero  will  be  no  meetinir  on  the  26th  inst.— George. 

Original  Cltrkenwell  Pis  ato-ial  Sooiety, 
Ooioh  and  Horses,  St.  John's-lane,  Clerkenwell.- On 
Dec.  22  our  smoker  and  distribution  of  Christmas  prizes 
takes  place,  when  we  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  anglers 
and  friends  give  us  a  look  in.  We  have  a  nice  club-room 
and  a  splendid  colleo'ion  of  preserved  fish.  Commence 
8  30  p  m.  Ladiea  cordially  invited.  On  Dec.  16,  Messrs. 
Smith,  Callow,  Abbott,  and  Beckett,  roach  and  dace.— A. 
Hill. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park  Lane, 
Tottenham  —The  following  weighed-in  on  Dec  16:  Messrs 
fnl  •  '  '^l'"*^"'  all  with  perch.  Our  distribution 
of  Christmas  prizes  takes  place  on  Dec.  22,  when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster  of  anglers  and  friends  to  join  us  in  a 
little  harmony.  The  following  members  take  priz»s  in  the 
order  named  :  Messrs  Reitz,  Tracy.  Hopton,  Gates,  Pox. 
White,  Carter,  and  Curtis.  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  those  gentlemen  who  have  so  kindly  promised 
these  prizes,  which  I  hope  to  see  on  the  table  not  later 
than  nine  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  distribution.  I  wigh 
all  angling  friends  a  "  Merry  Christmas  "— H,  Gates. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth  —I  must  again  ask  secre- 
taries to  kindly  let  me  have  returns  for  A.B.  concert 
programme.  Mr.  R.  Hatherill  presided  at  our  meeting  on 
tbe.lSth.  Much  business  was  gnn«  throngh,  the  principal 
<^ Jgenda.  hd  ig  the  election  of  Messrs.  Watkins,  Evans, 
Childs.  Haslar,  Matthews,  and  Freelove  as  committee; 
Tf.-  Watkins,  delegate  to  Central  Association  ;  Messrs. 
Childs  and  Haslar,  auditors.  I  am  sending  an  invite  to  all 
clubs  on  Central  List  for  our  visit  which  takes  place  on 
Jan.  15.  Many  of  our  boys  (including  Mr.  G.  H.  Shep- 
herd, our  president,  who  was  kind  enough  to  put  us  on  a 
brake)  attended  the  visit  on  South  London  to  United 
Brothers,  Deptford,  on  the  l/th,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say 
it  was  a  grand  success.  Mr.  Regardso  had  a  good  show 
from  the  tideway  on  the  16th.  Several  members  out,  had 
fish,  but  did  not  woigh.  Many  of  ours  have  (after  listen- 
ing to  the  glowing  account  of  Mr.  Frank  Newton)  placed 
their  names  on  A.B.  books.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  chairman 
and  past  officers  brought  the  business  to  a  close. — T.  G. 

GiBBS. 

Phcsniz  Angling  Soolety.  The  Tavistock,  Sibbing- 
ton-streot,  N.W.— On  Dec.  16  Messrs.  Taylor,  Ham- 
mond, Carter,  Carr,  and  Nobby,  weighed-in  some  good 
roach  and  dace.  Dec.  26  is  quarterly  night,  but  our  next 
meeting  will  be  on  Jan.  2  — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorinls,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  Deo.  16  only  two  mem- 
bers weighed-in,  i  e..  Messrs.  Taylor  a>.d  Payne.  It  is 
with  extreme  regret  that  I  announce  the  loss  of  a  member, 
Mr.  H.  Beevor,  who  passed  away  in  the  early  hours  of 
Dec  16.  The  club  f  ffers  its  deep  sympathy  to  the  family 
and  relitives  of  the  deceased.— Geo  Keene. 

noj^al  George  niS'ling  g>ooiet\  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Snho-square.  —  T^>e  following  returned 
with  fish  on  Dec.  16,  viz  :  Messrs.  Holder,  Trotter,  Long- 
land,  and  Pope.  Last  meeting  night  we  were  very  well 
attended,  and  got  through  a  vast  amount  of  business. 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  wishing  membera  and  anglers 
in  general  a  very  "  Merry  Christmas  and  a  prosperous 
New  Year."— J,  Gibbons. 

Silver  Tront  Angling  Society.  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. —  On  Deo.  16  Mr. 
Fletcher  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  5ilb.;  Mr.  B.  F. 
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Williams,  roach  and  dace.  On  Dec.  18  Mr.  Pettit,  roacb, 
51b.  odd ;  Mr.  Smales,  roach,  lljlb.  Oar  next  meeting 
takes  place  on  Jan.  1,  when  I  hope  all  members  will 
endeavour  to  be  present  to  arrange  for  our  next  outing. — 
R.  Smith. 

South  Bermoudsv,?  Club  and  Instltnte  Pisoa- 
torials,  Entherhithe  New-road,  S  B — Cur  Christmas 
outing  on  D^c.  16  was  a  most  enjoyable  one  so  far  as 
the  weather  was  concerned,  but  the  fish  were  off,  and 
only  five  members  weighed  fish  out  of  twenty.  We  had 
twenty-eight  prizps  to  bo  for,  including  joiots  of  meat, 
turkeys,  and  spirits.  The  distribution  will  take  place  on 
Friday  night,  9  30  p.m.,  so  I  hope  all  members  will  be 
in  attecdnnce  with  their  prizes,  so  as  not  to  cause  any 
delay.  Wishing  you  all  the  compliments  of  the  season. — 
J  H  Davies. 

Somli  Iiond^n  Ang'lers'  United  Visiting  List. 
—The  above  list  having  been  reorganisad  at  a  delegate 
meeting  held  at  the  Mason's  Arms  (Hrst,  Mr.  G.  TEL. 
Shepherd)  a  few  weeks  Bgj,  the  members  of  the  angling 
societies  foregathered  at  the  United  Brothers,  Deptford, 
on  Morday  night,  to  cay  the  first  visit.  The  president  of 
the  List,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  occupied  the  chair,  supp  irted  by 
an  old  friend,  Mr.  Levine  (Friendship  A  S  ),  Mr.  J.  Smith 
(vie  -president),  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith  (hon.  sec),  faced 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Lawes  in  the  vice-chair,  supported  by  a 
large  number  of  members  and  friends.  A  grand  array  of 
talent  was  prointed,  and  thoroughly  appreciated  by  a 
crowded  audience  of  anglers  and  visitors.  Shortly  before 
eleven  o'clock  the  chairman  annoarced  to  the  assembly  the 
tnles  and  regulations  under  which  the  List  will  be 
governed,  after  which  the  collection  was  made,  which 
ii  to  form  the  foundation  of  a  South  London  prize 
fund,  which  resulted  in  the  amount  of  13s.  7d. 
being  rfcorded.  The  meeting  havirg  been  addressed  by 
Mr.  A.  G.  Smith  (hon.  sec  ),  Mr  J.  Smith  (vice-prt sident). 
and  Mr.  Lawes  (vice-chairman),  the  roll  was  called  and 
the  following  societies  answered,  viz  :  United  Brothers, 
Anciicr  and  Hope,  North  Brixton,  St.  Albans,  Blackfriirs, 
Peckham  Brothers,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  CoUiugwood, 
South  Bermondsey,  Stockwell,  Ciifcon,  Hatcham  Brothers, 
Abercorn,  Wellington,  Woolwich  lovicta,  Greenwich,  and 
Friendship.  After  the  meeting  had  been  addresstd  in  his 
usual  jovial  manner  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  it  was 
announced  that  the  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  A. S  ;  date  to  follow  very  shortly.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  secretaries  of  the  South  London  cluba  will 
send  on  their  subscription  of  2s. ,  so  that  a  complete  List 
oin  be  issued  a'',  an  early  date.— A  G.  Smith,  10, 
Warndon-street,  Rotherhithe  New-road. 

Stepney  iing'ling'  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Limehouse. — The  majotiry  of  our  Christmas  prizes 
are  not  yet'!taken;  only  a  few  member.,  want  cut  on 
Deo.  16,  Mr.  Scodart,  a  member,  weigbiag-ia  roach,  but 
not  reaching  the  limit  weight.  Oar  prize  distribution 
next  Monday.— W.  B. 

Stookweil  Angling  Society,  Alfred's  Head,  Dorset 
load,  Clapham,  S.  W — A  fine  take  of  roach  and  dace  was 
weighed-in  by  Mr.  Eyke  on  Dec.  16,  which  reminds  me 
that  he  is  well  on  the  way  for  the  punt  prize.  Mr,  W. 
Shepherd  also  had  dace.  We  had  a  good  attendance  on 
Tuesday  night  for  our  Chiistmas  prize  distribution,  and  I 
thank  all  members  furtheir  pttendacce.  After  Mr.  Sheen 
bad  rpad  his  report  of  the  ioanguration  ceremony  of  the 
S.L.U.V.L  ,  held  at  the  headquarters  of  the  United 
Brothers,  the  forthcoming  dinner  came  on  for  discussion, 
when  over  twenty  members  entered  their  names  for  it. 
Those  gentlemen  not  present  will  oblige  by  l<;tting  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible  their  intentions. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Societ^y,  The  Commercial 
HottI,  Martin-street,  Stratford,  B  — We  had  a  nice  show 
of  fish  on  Dec.  19.  The  following  members  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Grande,  Sandilani,  Race,  Payne  (roach),  Simmons^ 
(roach  and  jick).  Next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednes- 
day, Jan.  2  ;  important  business. — G.  A.  Payne, 

Twickenham  Piscatorial  Society  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham. — We  had  a  well  attended  meeting  on 
Wednesday.  Mr.  Malcolm-Baston  in  the  chair.  Our 
members  have  been  doing  very  well  this  week;  several 
good  roach  and  bream  have  been  wf  ighed-in.  We  have 
arranged  to  fish  from  Deo.  23  to  Dec.  30  for  specimen 
fish  only ;  four  prizes  are  offered,  viz.,  one  for  the  heaviest 
roach,  dace,  bream,  and  perch.  All  fish  must  be  weighed- 
in  dead.— G.  Barrow. 

United  Broihera  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford — The  first  visit  on  the  newly-formed 
South  London  Visiting  List  took  place  at  the  above  address 
on  Monday,  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  president  of 
the  new  list  (Mr.  W.  J.  Wade),  assisted  by  the  vice- 
president  (Mr.  J.  Smith),  and  secretary  (Mr.  A.  G. 
Smith).  The  visit  was  a  genuine  success  ;  over  100  mem- 
bers and  friends  sat  and  listened  to  the  vocal  and  musical 
entertainment  provided,  until  the  roll  was  called  by  the 
secretary  (Mr.  A.  G.  Smith),  when  fourteen  clubs 
on  the  list  answered  ;  two  other  clubs  were  repre- 
sented, viz.,  the  Friendship  by  our  old  and  esteemed 
friend,  Mr.  L;vien,  and  the  Greenwich  Angling 
Society  by  their  cbairman  and  secretary  and  members, 
milking  sixteen  clubs  present.  Mr.  Wade  gave  an  interest- 
irg  account  of  the  formation  of  the  new  list  and  its  aims, 
thanking  all  pi  est  nt  for  their  support  that  evening.  The 
vice-chairman  (W.  R  Lawe&)  responded  on  behalf  of  the 
U.B.A  S.,  thanking  all  present  for  their  kindness  in 
attending  and  making  so  splendid  a  meeting,  wishing  them 
all  the  complitrients  of  tbe  approaching  season.  The  chair 
was  then  taken  by  Mr.  G.  H.  8heph(rd,  of  the 
Btrmondfey  atd  Peckham  Brothers ;  the  vice,  by  Mr. 
Drake.  Harm'  ny  and  good  wishes  want  tn,  until  Host 
Mackrill  procliiiiutd  that  visitors  tnd  host  muet  separate. 
The  thanks  of  the  society  are  due  to  all  artists  for  their 
good  and  valued  serviees  on  the  occasion. — B. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  8.W.— The  result  of  the  outing 


on  Dec.  16  was  as  follows  :  Measrs.  Palmer,  first,  with 
roach ;  Achong,  second,  jack,  perch,  dace ;  Andrews, 
third,  roach  ;  Brixey,  fourth,  dace  ;  Glass,  fifth,  roach  and 
dace;  Kerry,  sixth,  roaih  and  dace;  Coombes,  seventh, 
roach  and  dace  ;  Dnffield,  eighth,  perch  ;  Messrs  Temple- 
man  and  Bradley  also  weighed  in. — W.  L.  Kerrv. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  AngiinR  boolet> .  Essex 
Arms,  Fnrest-road.  Walthamstow. — On  Dec.  10  the  follow- 
ing weighed  in:  Mfssrs.  Howell,  jack  71b.,  and  roach; 
Howarth,  jack  and  roach;  Clark,  r)ach;  G.  Osmenth, 
roach;  Poore,  perch;  Skelsey,  perch;  and  Andy,  perch. 
We  had  our  distribution  of  prizes  on  Deo.  2l8t. — M. 

SCHOCKE. 

Watw'ok  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shern- 
hall-street,  Walthamstow.— On  Dec.  16  we  again  had  a 
fine  show  of  fish,  roach  teirg  largely  brought  up  by  Mr. 
Ford,  who  had  a  spjcimen  ;  also  by  Mr.  Parnham,  with 
dace  Messrs.  Day  and  Siz^r  had  j  ck.  which  completes 
the  Christmas  prizes,  all  baiog  taken.— W.  Callcut. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
16th,  but  met  with  very  poor  sport,  Mr.  Snead  saying  us 
from  a  blank  with  dace.  Our  Christmas  priz i  distribution 
takes  place  on  our  next  meeting  night,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster. — H.  Hbie. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy,  West 
Green,  N. — We  had  a  splendid  show  of  fish  last  evening 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  E.  Anderson  weighed-in  eight 
chub  weighing  211b.,  and  12ilb.  roach;  Mr.  C.  Lumby, 
roach.— A.  G.  Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Dec.  16,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish  :  Messrs. 
Corley,  Tyler,  Petburst,  Burling,  Neston,  all  weighed-in 
rcich  ;  F.  Horner,  j  ick.  There  are  four  more  Christmas 
prizes  to  be  fished  tor  at  the  same  place.  I  wish  to  remind 
our  members  that  we  give  the  Christmas  prizes  out  on 
Dec.  24,  and  that  it  is  quarterly  night  on  D(o.  26.— R. 

LOWTHEB.  / 

Ye  Olde  Claphbm  Rovers  ^ngl  ng  Society. 

The  Windmill,  Park-road.  Clapham. — Members  had  a 
successful  outiog  on  Df  o.  16,  all  prizes  being  taken.  Mr. 
Cantello,  first,  with  6ilb.  roach  and  dace;  P.  Taylor, 
barbel ;  J.  Willey,  roach,  dacs,  and  bream.  Next  outing 
on  Jan.  13  for  New  Year's  prizes  in  place  of  Christmas 
ditto.— F.  Taylor. 


BLENHEIM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
We  took  our  return  visit  on  Tuesday  last,  when, 
although  only  eleven  clubs  were  represented,  our  large 
room  was  filled  to  overflowing,  Oor  box  contained 
£2  Is.  91.,  which  was  a  fair  amount,  considering 
it  was  cleared  in  May  last,  when  it  contained  the  sum  of 
£2  123.  The  proceedings  commenced  with  a  concert. 
Master  Guy  Chaplaia,  ag<'d  eight,  °  singing,  "Break 
the  News  to  Mother "  like  a  veteran,  afterwards 
obligirg  with  a  recitation,  which  was  received 
nith  great  applause.  Then  Mr.  Bignell  sang  "  Blue 
Byed  Nell,"  Mr.  Jones  "The  Scientific  Man," 
Mr.  Strong  jun.,  "  Hanging  'em  Out  to  Dry,"  Mr. 
Cushion  'lOver  the  Garden  Wall."  Mr.  Fuller  "Turn 
Back,  Whittington,"  Mr.  Simmons,  who  was  in  fine  voice, 
sang  "Alice  Where  Art  Thou,"  "  Marguarite,"  and 
"  Hush,  Don't  Wake  the  Baby."  After  Mr.  Harris 
bad  opened  the  box,  and  made  his  able  speech  on  behalf 
of  the  A.B.S.,  he  mentioned  "  The  Anglers'  Association," 
and  then  several  prominent  membfrs  of  the  Angling 
world  spoke  as  to  the  advisibility  of  holding  a  large  meet- 
ing to  consider  the  best  way  of  bringing  the  grievanc  s  of 
the  West  Bnd  ar  gling  dabs  before  the  Ansl-rs'  Associa- 
tion. The  present  custom  of  sanding  deltgites  is  of  no 
use,  as  they  (the  West  End  anglers)  consider  they  are 
outvoted  by  the  East  Bod.  I  hope  we  shall  hear 
more  of  this,  as  it  is  a  question  that  wants 
threshing  out.  T  heartily  thank  Mr.  Ben  Alrihams 
(chairman),  Mr.  G.  King,  Elgin  Angling  Society  (vice), 
Mr.  Russell  Blacklock  (pianist),  and  the  rest  of  the  gentle- 
men present,  who  gave  their  help  towards  this  successful 
meeting.  After  the  speech  making,  a  few  more  songs,  and 
then  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,'  closed  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 
The  clubs  represented  were  :  The  Qaeen's,  Admiral  Blake, 
Camden,  Carton,  Elgin,  Duke  of  Norfolk,  Allason,  Jubilee. 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  two  others.  0.  Chaplais. 


^of  tings  bp  IJ^e  30ap. 

Mr.  B.  Steptoe,  while  fishing  the  Avon  at  Bredon 
(rented  by  the  Cheltenham  Angling  Club)  recently,  grassed 
two  pike  weighing  201b.,  the  largest  one  being  151b.  weight. 
The  increased  quantity  of  fish  taken  on  this  famous  fishery 
during  the  past  season  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  Cheltenham  Club  has  borne 
fruit ;  and  a  meed  of  praise  is  due  to  the  executive  for  their 
share  in  the  results.  Mr.  W.  Hamlin  (one  of  Messrs. 
Ogden  and  Sooiford'a  emploje^),  in  the  tame  water,  also 
captured  a  fine  pike,  which  is  being  set  up.  Mr.  Sootford, 
whose  cheery  face  is  familiar  to  Lui  don  anglers  during  the 
fisheries  exhibitions  at  Westminster,  has  been  pretty  busy. 
On  one  day,  in  the  club  water,  he  captured  thirteen  pike ; 
total  weight,  651b. 

 >»♦♦  <  

At  Alnwick  recently  Robert  Smailes,  fisherman,  Craster, 
was  chargf  d  with  haviug  in  his  posse^sicn  fifty  soft  crabs 
on  Oct  30.  Inspector  John  Buglass  stated  that  cn 
Oct.  30  he  took  from  the  defendant's  boat  at  Craster  fifty 
soft  crabs,  which  he  ordered  to  be  put  back  into  the  sea. 
His  orders  were  carried  out.  Robert  Smailes  said  that  he 
saw  all  the  crabs  that  were  put  into  the  barrel  for  con- 
signment on  the  day  in  question,  and  ha  was  prepared  to 


swear  that  they  were  all  hard  crabs,  with  the  exception  of 
fourteen,  wt  ich  had  been  (set  aside  as  donbtfal.  Out  of 
these,  Buglass,  who  was  watching  the  counting  of  the 
crabs,  took  four,  and  said  they  were  good  enough  to  be 
passed.  The  other  ones  were  thrcwn  into  the  sea.  He 
denied  that  there  were  fifty  soft  crabs,  aid  was  prepared 
to  go  on  denying  it  till  be  died  as  a  martyr. 

 >»»■»<  

Several  witnesses  were  called  in  support  of  Smaile'a 
statements,  and  Mr.  William  Archbold,  of  Lnnghonghton, 
then  gave  evidence.  He  said  that  during  the  last  two 
years  he  had  prob ibly  handled  more  crabs  than  any  man 
on  the  coast.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  was 
impossible  to  avoid  bringing  some  soft  crabs  ashore  with 
the  others,  A  soft  crab  was  one  that  had  recently  cast 
its  shell,  and  was  really  as  soft  as  jelly.  He  thought  that 
if  crabs  could  stand  the  weight  of  other  crabs  on  top  cf 
them  and  were  put  into  a  barrel  and  sold  alive  the  next 
day  they  could  not  be  very  soft.  The  bench  decided  that 
the  fault  had  not  been  intentional,  but  at  the  same  time 
they  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  prosecution  had  been 
very  properly  brought  by  the  Sea  Fisheries  Committee. 
The  case  would  be  dismissed,  but  it  was  hoped  that  it 
would  prove  a  warning  to  other  fishermen. 

The  tenacity  of  life  in  lobsters  and  codfish  has  been 
illuBtrated  of  late  in  two  authenticated  instances  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission. 
Some  twf  nty  lobsters  were  left  in  a  car  at  a  wharf  from 
the  fall  of  1899  until  near  the  end  of  March,  1900,  when  the 
car  was  opened,  and  all  seemed  to  be  in  a  perfectly  healthy 
condition.  Fourteen  codfish,  weighing  from  41h.  to  61b., 
taken  with  handlines  off  Nantucket  early  in  November, 
1899,  were  inadvertently  left  all  winter  in  the  well  of  the 
schooner  Grampus,  during  which  time  they  had  only  such 
'food  as  came  through  the  holes  in  the  well;  but  when 
released  in  Gloucester  Harbour  on  April  16,  1900,  they 
were  found  to  be  lively  and  strong,  although  somewhat 
emaciated,  and  it  was  noticed  (says  a  writer  in  the 
American  Fishing  Gazette)  that  their  backs  and  sides  were 
much  darker  than  normal,  while  the  bolly  was  unusually 
light  coloured. 


An  angler's  wife  who  strongly  objects  to  the  large 
amount  of  "nervine"  dispensed  at  anglers' dine ers  has 
decided  to  test  her  husband's  soberness  when  he  returns 
after  each  festivity  by  asking  him  to  say,  "  An  old  woman 
sat  sifting  thistles.  She  had  six  sieves  of  sifted  thistles 
and  six  sieves  of  unsifted  thistles.  She  was  a  thistle  sifter." 
The  angler's  wife  evidently  intends  to  sift  something,  for 
a  man  with  a  stagger  in  his  speech  could  hard!y  get 
through  that. 


In  the  Fishing  Port. 
Down  by  the  sea  wall  going, 

Where  the  bare-legged  babies  play  ; 
Where  the  tides  are  always  flowing. 

And  the  dories  rock  all  day. 
Over  the  edge  of  the  breaker, 

Par  out  across  the  bay  ; 
White  acre  after  acre. 

Yon  see  the  foam  wreaths  play. 

White  as  the  foam  wreaths  fljing 

Between  the  blue  and  the  blue. 
The  sails  of  the  ships  are  lying, 

Smitten  by  sunshine  through. 
Till  the  darkness  falls  and  the  shadows 

Slip  on  from  sky  to  sky. 
And  over  the  dim  sea  meadowa 

The  winds  begin  to  sigh. 

And  the  stars  in  their  shrouds  of  sorrow 

Drown  slowly  spark  by  spark 
While  the  shattering  surges  borrow 

Their  glimmer  of  ghostly  cark. 
And  the  brow  of  the  storm's  pale  anger 

Laans  up  the  sea,  and  hark, 
What  voices  and  cries  and  clangor 

Leap  out  of  the  deep  and  the  dark  ! 

Then,  with  heavenly  soft  erasure 

Of  all  the  ruin  and  wrack, 
The  morning  with  rose  and  with  azure 
■  Sweeps  over  the  tempest  track, 
And,  the  g'ass  by  wan  hands  lifted 

From  housetop  and  window  crack. 
The  wild  of  the  wave  is  sifted. 

For  the  sail  that  comes  not  back. 

For  the  wife  forsakes  her  pillow 

For  the  phantom  that  shoreward  creeps, 
And  the  lad  feels  the  call  of  the  billow 

Cry  to  bim  while  he  sleeps, 
A  pirt  of  the  mighty  tillage 

That  death  the  deithless  reaps, 
Tha  heart  of  the  fishing  village 
Beats  out  on  the  sunlit  deeps. 

—Harper's  Weekly. 

 > <  

The  Chiiatmas  programme  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  will 
commence  on  Monday,  and  will  not  be  found  wanting  in 
quantity  or  quality.  Eateittinments  will  proceed  for 
fourteen  hours,  ar  d  in  OJ.se  this  is  notsuffisitnt  to  engage 
the  attention  of  visitors,  a  Gis  and  Allitd  Trades  Exhibi- 
tion is  thrown  in  for  the  nimble  shilling,  which  means 
comfort  and  amusement  frcm  9  a.m.  until  midnight.  The 
entertainments  are  bright,  plentifid,  and  varied,  and 
Looompanied  by  the  strains  of  the  admirable  orchestra, 
shctdd  furnish  ample  satisfaction  to  the  crowds  that  are 
8U1S  to  coEgregate  at  the  popular  Westminster  Palace. 
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"  An  old  rnader  of  the  '  Anglirj?  Column '  in  the 
Yorkshire  Weekly  Post,"  saya  Mr.  Carter  Platts,  "  calh 
my  attention  to  an  interesting  incident  which  occurred 
recently  in  bis  part  of  the  world.  It  seems  that  the  guests 
of  a  certain  noble  earl  were  out  shotting,  when,  while 
waiting  for  birds  to  rise,  one  of  the  sportsmen,  who 
happened  to  he  standing  near  a  lake,  spied  in  the  water  a 
bream  of  about  31b.  in  weight,  and  fired  at  it.  Althoudh 
the  fi^h  was  scarcely  a  couple  of  yar^s  from  the  bank, 
before  a  dog  could  be  sent  in  to  retrieve  it  a  huge  pike 
sailed  up  with  his  front  premises  open  for  business,  took 
in  the  bream  complete  in  one  volume,  and  made  off.  It 
mugt  have  baen  a  big  pike — a  very  big  pike — to  negotiate 
a  bream  of  that  size.  Just  fancy  the  size  of  a  throat  that 
could  swallow  a  31b.  pair  of  bellows  !  Aud,  my  conscience  ! 
just  think  of  the  size  of  the  digestion  rtqoired  to  success- 
fully wrestle  with  that  31b.  pair  of  bellows  afterwards  ! 
Perhaps  it  was  a  lucky  thing  that  the  sportsman  hadn't 
time  to  send  in  the  dcg  ;  for,  instead  of  the  dcg  retrieving 
the  bream,  the  pike  might  have  retrieved  the  dog.  Or,  to 
put  it  mathematically,  the  result  would  possibly  have 
been  a  sum  in  simple  division — dog  into  pike  goes  once  and 
none  over." 

 >»♦♦  <  

I  EEGEET  that  business  prevented  my  being  present  at 
the  grand  "smoker"  given  by  the  Oglander  Piscatorial 
Society  on  Thursday  evening.  However,  I  see  from  the 
programme  that  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman,  and 
pianists,  would  be  likely  to  make  thiogs  "hum."  The 
musical  director  (Mr.  C.  Garnet)  wiU,  I  am  sure,  leave  no 
other  verdict  to  be  recorded  than  "All  Sir  Garnet."  Vive 
r  Oglander ! 

 <  

A  "  NOTICE  to  secretaries  "  is  sent  me  by  a  good  sports- 
man— but  I  cannot  quite  see  where  it  comes  in.  It  is  to 
the  effect  that  a  man  walks  the  banks  of  the  Thames  at 
Staines  trying  to  induce  club  anglers  to  buy  fish  from  him. 
He  tells  them  they  might  come  in  useful !  Well,  if  he 
offered  me  any  fish  under  the  same  "regulations"  ha 
would  not  walk  the  banks  of  the  Thames  much  longer 
without  some  "  Stainos"  on  his  character. 

 >  »  >  ♦  <  

I  UNDERSTAND  that  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  has  sent  a 
cheque  for  £35  33.  41.  a5  the  result  of  the  recent  competi- 
tion at  Richmond  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Sjciety,  to  the  secretary  of  that  society.  Well 
done,  Ban,  and  to  all  who  worked  with  you!  Now  yon 
can  have  a  little  rest,  and  try  and  get  over  Christmas. 

 >**•<  

A  VERY  fine  porpoise  was  to  be  seen  at  Messrs.  F. 
Plowman  and  Company's  shop  on  Fiah-street-hill,  Billings- 
gate, recently.  Ttie  fish  weighed  onsiderably  over  Ic-vt., 
and  exoi''»d  a  great  deal  of  curiosity.  It  wa^oonsigued  to 
Messrs.  Plowman  and  Company  by  Mr.  Taylor,  fisherman, 
Margate. 

 >  »>♦<  

The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post 
is  far  and  away  the  beat  pennyworth  I  have  seen.  The 
front  pags,  beautifally  printed  io  oolonra,  is  alone  worth 
the  money ;  and  Messrs.  Chorley  and  PickersgiU,  of  the 
Electric  Press,  Leeds,  are  to  be  complimented  on  its  pro- 
duction. There  is  a  portrait  of  "Our  Queen,"  and  two 
soldiers  in  khaki  are  rapresented  as  guarding  our  country. 
"  For  Qaeen  and  Empire  "  is  the  inscription.  There  are 
thirty-six  large  pages  priuted  in  small  type  containing 
articles  suitable  to  the  present  or  any  other  season. 
The  S3  who,  unfortunately,  have  a  long  holiday 
will  be  kept  well  employed  by  perusing  this  wonderful 
"  pennorth."  To  give  a  list  of  the  articles— grave  and 
giy — from  the  pens  of  some  of  the  best  known  writers 
would  half  fill  a  column  of  this  paper.  W.  Carter  Platts 
is  strongly  in  evidence,  and  readers  may  be  sure  of  some 
fun  as  well  as  iustruction.  In  a  word,  "have  it  in  your 
houses !  "  Currants,  I  am  told,  are  dear  ;  but  the  current 
price  of  the  Xmas.  No.  of  the  Y.P.C.  is  one  penny. 


From  an  article  by  Edward  Bradbury  on  quaint  signs, 
&c.,  is  called  the  following  :  South  country  anglers  swear 
by  the  "Black  Rabbit,"  a  well-known  hostelry  on  the 
River  Arun,  near  Arundel,  famous  for  delicious  grey 
mullet.  Mention  should  be  made  of  the  sign  of  "The 
Gentle  Shepl^erd  of  Silisbary  Plain."  An  example  of  this 
class  of  sign  has  found  its  way  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Half-way  between  Simon's  Town  and  Cape  Town  Plormer 
Peck  (from  England)  kept  a  tavern  with  the  following 
unique  quadii  iingual  invitation  to  the  public  on  bis  sign 
board : 

Multum  in  parvo,  pro  bono  publico. 
Entertainment  for  man  and  beast ; 
Lekker  Koafc,  as  much  as  you  plaase. 
Excellent  beds,  without  any  fleas. 
Nos  patriam  fugimus,  now  we  are  here, 
Vivimus,  let  us  live  by  selling  beer, 
On  donne  a  boire  et  a  manger  ici, 
Come  in  and  try,  whoever  yon  be. 


"  If  you  want  fish  and  fun,  bait  all  your  hooka  with 
preserved  mussells."  So  writes  "  W.  C.  "  to  Mr.  Frank 
Gosden,  of  Reading.  Frank  told  me  that,  if  soaked,  they 
would  "  taste  all  right  in  the  sauce  !  "  Not  often  at  Deal, 
I  must  confess,  is  it  difficult  to  obtain  bait ;  but  at  some 
places  I  have  been  told  that  squid  was  the  only  ' '  Rimmell  " 
on  hand.  Some  of  my  relations  are  serving  the  Queen  in 
S.  Af  iica.  A  letter  and  small  package  arrived  at  "  Drag  " 
Mansion  by  same  post  recently.  The  letter  was  opened. 
Good  news!— all  well.  But  when  the  pie — I  mean  the 
parcel— was  opened,  the  air  began  to  sing  !  Some  wag  had 
sent  me  a  bit  of  squid  from  Grimsby.    It  was  ancient, 


very  j  and  the  odour— oh  dear  ! — well  a  blind  man  could 
feel  it  with  his  stick.    "  Stick  to  mussels  "  is  the  motto. 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Abb«y  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
writes :  "  O  gentle  '  Drag '  I  listen  to  me  for  a  few 
moments  while  I  relate  to  you  a  little  tale  about  a  rare 
Christmas  present  which  a  loving  friend  is  about  to  send 
me.  Nothing  less  than  a  whole  litter  of  young  baby 
otters,  whose  eyes  are  barely  open,  and  a  thoroughbred 
Irith  water  spaniel  puppy  of  about  same  age  to  keep  them 
company.  Do  I  feel  glad  and  delighted  ?  Yes,  rather  ! 
What  a  lovely  time  I  am  looking  forward  to  spend  among 
my  doatie  pets  !  But  after  the  Christmas  holidays  I  shall 
hop  a  to  tell  you  more  about  them.  And  now,  dear 
'  Drag,'  allow  me  to  wish  yon  and  our  great  Commander- 
in-Chief,  Mr.  Marston,  and  all  the  brilliant  staff  of  my 
favourite  angling  paper,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  a  happy  and 
a  jolly  Christmas  I  " 

 >  »  «  *  <  

An  interesting  portion  of  the  proceedings  at  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Wellington  Angling  Society  on  Dec.  13  was 
the  presentation  of  a  gold  watch  and  chain  and  pendants  to 
the  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Harry  Spray).  Mr,  Spray  has  been 
connected  with  the  society  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  has 
been  a  most  active  worker,  the  present  excellent  position 
of  the  society,  both  as  regards  its  finances  and  number  of 
members,  being  to  a  great  extent  due  to  his  indefatigable 
exertions  on  its  behalf .  I  should  have  liked  to  have  been 
present.  As  will  be  seen  elsewhere,  they  had  a  good  time 
of  it. 


It  is  necessary  occasionaUy  to  remind  anglers  that  at 
certain  times  and  seasons  all  fish  which  come  to  the  net 
(or  hook)  are  not  retainable.  It  would  be  a  rather  diffi- 
cult iask  io  label  fish,  but  our  American  cousins  are  facile 
princeps  in  the  act  of  showing  wha';  may  and  may  n  >t  be 
shot. 


A  HUNT  FEOM  jat  PITTSBURG  fpA.)  piSPATCB, 


 >  *  «  *  <  

A  FULL  account  of  the  Bootle  Angling  Society's  annual 
dinner  will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 


On  Boxing  Day  the  Kingston  Picoatorials  will  hold  a 
pike  competition  at  Cobham.  A  break  starts  from  the 
Sun  Hotel,  Kingston, lat  9  30,  and  the  members  will  drive 
over  to  the  water. 


On  the  15th  inat.  Mr.  S.  Warrilow,  a  member  of 
Sutton's  Angling  Association,  was  fortunate  in  securing  a 
grand  specimen  of  roach  of  lib.  12ioz.,  in  perfect  condi- 
tion ;  length,  14iin  ;  depth,  4f in,  ;  and  girth,  10|in. 

 >»»»<  

"  Vtbnwy  "  is  responsible  for  the  following"  o'er  true 
tale,"  ard  can  not  only  produce  corroborative  evidence, 
but  point  out  the  grave  of  the  deceased  gentleman.  "  It 
was  a  general  custom  many  years  ago,  in  Shropshire  and 
adjacent  parts,  on  the  cccision  of  a  funeral  to  supply  all 
parsons  present  at  it  with  an  unlimited  quantity  of  hot 
spiced  ale  and  finger  biscuits.  On  the  death  of  one 
gentleman,  very  well  known  and  greatly  respected,  a  large 
number  of  friends  and  sympathisers  assembled  at  his 
residence  on  the  day  of  the  funeral  to  pay  their  last 
respects  to  the  deceased,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
consumed  no  end  of  this  hot  spiced  ale,  with  finger  biscuits. 
A.fterwards,  the  large  cortige  proceeded  in  due  form  in  the 
direction  of  the  church,  a  long  distance  from  the  housa. 
It  was  also  a  custom  in  those  days  to  employ  mutes  or 
men  with  long  figures  and  long  and  melancholy-looking 
faces  dressed  in  the  deepest  black,  and  who  stood  outside 
the  front  door  of  the  house  at  a  funeral  and  walked  to 
church  on  each  side  of  the  hearse,  which  was  a  most 
sombre-looking  carriage  covered  with  black  plumes,  and 
without  glass  windows  of  any  kind  and  quite  dark  inside. 
On  this  particular  occasion  all  went  on  smoothly  until 
about  half  the  distance  had  been  traversed,  when  a  halt 
was  called  from  the  rear.  The  great  swells  were,  as  usual, 
in  front,  and  ordered  the  marshal  to  proceed  to  the  rear 
to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  delay. 


"  He  returned  with  a  smiling  face  with  the  information 
that  there  was  nothing  seriously  wrong — merely  a  fight 
between  two  of  the  mutes  ;  but,  in  order  not  to  dflay  the 
procession,  they  had  agreed  to  finish  the  fight  after  the 
funeral  was  over.  The  cortege  had  not  proceeded  very  far 
before  another  stoppage  took  place,  and  the  marshal 
again  was  asked  to  ascertain  the  caose.  He  again 
returned  with  a  smiling  countenance — the  mutes  had 
broken  their  promise  and  had  another  round,  but  were 
again  pacified.  Another  and  another  halt  took  place  from 
the  same  cause ;  but  when  the  church  was  in  sight  another 
and  more  lengthy  halt  took  place.  This  time  the 
marshal  returned  from  the  rear  with  his  face  as  long  as  a 
fiddle,  and  thus  addressed  the  magnates  in  front : 
'  I  am  very  sorry  indeed,  gentlemen,  to  have  to 
inform  you  all  that  we  shall  have  to  return  to  the  hoase 
again  and  reform  the  procession,  as  we  have  forgotten  the 
corpse ! '  This  was  the  fact,  as  when  they  arrived  in  sight 
of  the  chnroh  the  undertaker  opened  the  door  of  the  hearse 
to  ascertain  how  the  passenger  was  getting  on,  and  his 
dismay  can  be  better  imagined  than  described  when  he 
found  the  hearse  empty.  There  was  no  other  method  of 
rectifying  such  an  oversight  but  retracing  their  steps  to 
the  house,  which  was  at  once  done,  and  no  doubt  all 
enjoyed  another  drink  of  the  hot  spiced  ale ;  and  as  a  proof 
that  the  second  attempt  was  a  success,  the  old  gentle- 
man's tombstone  in  the  village  churchyard  is  conclusive 
proof." 


When  is  a  cod's  head  often  part  of  a  cod's  tail  (stale)  ? 
When  it  is  not  fresh. 


'  Do  not  put  your  feet  on  the  cushions,"  is  an  order  on 
a  certain  railway.  "  Or  yon  will  dirty  your  boots,"  was 
ad.'ed  by  a  wag. 


An  ancient  lady  owned  a  parrot,  but  having  run  foul  of 
her  servants — which  it  will  be  admitted  is  a  very  easy 
thing  to  do  in  the  present  age— they,  for  mischief,  taught 
it  to  say,  "  Wish  the  old  woman  were  dead."  This  the 
piDot  would  repeat  with  much  vigour  every  time  its 
mistress  addressed  it,  and  in  the  course  of  time  it  annoyed 
her  excessively.  She  therefore  sought  the  advice  of  her 
cletioal  adsiaer  as  to  how  she  could  teach  it  to  say  some- 
thing mora  pleasing.  After  a  long  consultation  the  good 
man  proposed  to  lend  her  one  he  possessed,  assuring  her 
that  his  only  knew  Scriptural  texts,  and  he  said  that  he 
was  certain,  as  the  good  will  always  dominates  over  the 
bad,  that  the  lady's  parrot  would  forsake  his  evil  ways, 
and  in  a  short  time  repeat  what  his  (the  parson's)  parrot 
uttered.  Of  this  offer  the  lady  took  advantage,  and, 
takii  g  it  home,  placed  the  two  close  alongside  of  one 
another.  In  about  a  week  she  thought  she  would  try  what 
effect  the  companionship  had  had,  and  on  addressing  her 
parrot  she  received  the  answer,  "  Wish  the  old  woman 
were  dead."  Then  there  came  a  pause  for  a  few  seconds, 
at  the  end  of  which  the  clergyman's  bird,  fluffing  up  its 
feathers  in  an  important  manner,  jerked  out  in  plain 
accents,  "  We  beseech  thee  to  hear  us — 0  Lord  I  " 


I  WISH  I  had  time  to  reply  individually  to  all  the  kind 
wishes  I  have  received,  and  I  hope  that  those  I  have 
omitted,  through  stress  of  work,  to  reply  to  through  the 
post  will  be  kind  enongh  to  accept  my  sincere  thanks  and 
apologies,  but,  at  any  rate : 

To  all  my  friends  I  send  my  greetings 

At  this  glad  Christmas-tide  ; 
Here's  to  our  future  merry  meetings, 

Good  luok  what  e'er  betide  ! 


That  is  not  quite  what  I  wanted  to  say,  but  it  will  do  to 
go  on  with.  I  got  as  far  as  "tight"  lines,  "pleasant 
places,"  "  When  e'er  the  gentle  art  you  ply — be  yon 
coarse,  medium,  bottom,  or  '  fly  '  " — and  then,  I  thought 
that  on  the  29  ch  of  December  the  "  Old  Year  out  and  the 
New  Year  in  "  would  occupy  a  brief  space  in  the  F.  G.  I 
shall  therefore  stay  at  home  and  endeavour  to  settle  some 
of  the  problems  which  have  agitated  the  minds  of  the 
angling  fraternity  during  the  last  year  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 


I  SHALL  prove  to  demonstration  that  eels  are  not 
snakes  ;  that  they  can  and  do  go  out  for  a  walk  ;  that  they 
can  run  and  slide;  that  they  can  be  cooked  in  various 
ways  and  are  highly  nutritious.  That  perch  can  climb  up 
a  tree;  that  salmon  do  eat  in  fresh  water  (wkeo  they  oan 
get  it) ;  and  propound  a  scheme  for  the  total  abolition  of 
sewage,  flax  water,  noxious  chemicals,  and  other  impurities. 
I  shall  also  settle  the  restocking  and  preservation  question 
once  and  for  all.  I  shall  endeavour  to  show  that  if  yon 
take  fish  out  you  must  put  fish  in. 


I  SHALL  then  proceed  to  formulate  a  list  of  all  the  best 
salmon,  trout,  and  coarse  fishing  stations  in  the  whole 
known  world,  not  forgetting  a  few  "not  far  from  London," 
where  they  are  to  be  fished  for  nothing  ;  I  shall  dilate 
upon  the  wickedness  of  hotel  proprietors  in  charging  more 
for  a  bed  and  breakfast  at  a  grand  hotel  than  can  be 
obtained  at  the  X  Y.Z.  Tea  Ce mpany.  Ishall  then  givea 
short  statement  of  the  number  of  fifh— salt  or  fresh — 
taken  from  every  water  in  the  year  1900;  also  their  exact 
weights  (or  want  of  weights),  be  they  "  scripers  "  or 

"tonkers,"  and  by  whom  taken!    I  shall  then  No; 

hold  hard  !  I  shall  bide  a  wee.  In  the  meantime,  let  me 
sign  myself  DRAGNET 

(R.I.P.,  R.8.V.P.,  D.V.,  K.D.) 


December  22,  1900j 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


491 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  year  was  held  at  The  Mason«' 
Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  evening,  when,  in  accordance  with 
long  custom,  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  oooapied  the  chair. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  and  on  this 
special  occasion  a  fine  of  twopence  was  imposed  on  those 
who  bad  not  been  fishing  toward  the  faad  for  purchasing 
fish  to  restock  the  society's  waters.  Usually  the  fiae  ia  a 
voluntary  one  of  a  penny,  and  the  amount  realised  from 
this  plan,  instituted  more  by  way  of  a  j  >k»  last  December 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Norman,  was  fouud  to  be  nearly  £5. 
Fishing  reports  handed  in  were  as  follows :  Mr.  L.  B. 
Wrightson,  one  day,  nine  pike,  including  one  of  101b.  and 
one  of  91b. ;  and  another  day,  five  smaller  pike.  Mr. 
Zerfass  captured  a  brace  of  pike  of  71b.,  and  lost  another 
good  fish  amongst  some  suLken  boughs.  I  hear  that  a 
7Jlb.  cod  and  many  fine  whiting  were  taken  from  Sonth- 
woia  Pier.  Mr.  Cowley,  perch  from  the  Thames;  Mr. 
Fosbrooke,  roach,  perch,  &o.  Mr.  Woodruff,  a  large 
number  of  roach  from  the  Thames,  which  were  mostly 
small;  but  some  nine  fish  6f  9in.  to  lOin.  only  were 
retained  by  him.  Mr.  Connellan  paid  a  visit  to  Deal,  and 
had  a  beautiful  day — warm,  no  wind,  and  abundance  of 
sunshine.  He  had  good  sport,  retaining  four  score 
whiting,  pouting,  &o.,  from  a  larger  take.  There  were 
four  anglers  in  his  boat,  and  the  total  number  of  fish 
taken  by  them  was  seventeen  score.  Mr.  Gibson  had 
five  fore,  and  Mr.  Hicks  some  fair-sized  whiting  also 
from  D-'al.  Mr.  Gill  reported  taking  three  roach.  Mr. 
F.  L.  Borthwick  had  sixty-two  fish  from  Burnham,  in- 
cluding whiting  up  to  IJlb. ,  pouting  to  lib.,  and  several 
dabs.  There  were  no  reports  from  Leigh,  though  I  know 
of  one  good  take  of  some  501b.  flatfish  there  last  week-end. 
There  was  an  unusually  high  ebb  tide  on  Sunday  last  at 
Leigh,  and  it  would  have  been  possible  to  get  off  at  any 
time  during  the  day,  the  mud  banks  barely  showing 
through.  The  next  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held  on 
Jan.  1  in  the  Bristol  Room  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  B.C.,  which  has  been  secured  for  the 
meetings  of  the  society  on  Tuesday  evenings.  The  new 
headquarters  should  prove  a  great  convenience  to  the 
members,  as  it  affords  all  the  benefits  of  a  West-end  club. 
Meals  can  be  had  at  all  titles  of  the  day.  There  is  a  large 
smoking  room,  and,  of  course,  country  members  staying 
in  town  will  find  the  best  of  accommodation  on  the 
premises.  It  is  hoped  a  large  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Jan.  1  and  Jan.  15.  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  has  promised  a 
paper  on  "  Casting  Direct  from  the  Eeel,"  and  Mr.  James 
Tayler  has  promised  to  follow  with  a  paper  on  "  Fly 
Casting,"  with  practical  illustrations,  on  Jan.  22.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  proceedings  with  the 
season's  greetings.  J.  H.  Walker  (Hon.  Sec). 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


PISCATORIAL  SOOIETI. 
Me.  Egbert  C.  Blundell  presided  over  a  large 
meeting  of  members  and  friends  on  Monday  evening,  Mr. 
Horace  H.  Brown,  the  vice-president  of  the  society,  being 
announced  to  give  a  reading  entitled,  "  Night ;  Lines  and 
Suggestions."  After  angling  exparienoes  had  been  related, 
Mr.  Brown,  who  was  most  warmly  received,  gave  his 
lecture.  "  Night,"  he  said,  was  hardly  the  real  subject 
of  his  paper.  It  was  rather  those  ghostly  visitors  the 
birds  which  approaching  night  brought  forth — the  owls 
—of  which  he  proposed  to  speak.  These  birds,  continued  the 
speaker,  would  not  drink,  a  circumstance  noticed  in  most 
birds  of  prey,  but,  added  Linnasus,  "  they  will  often 
drink  when  they  imagine  themselves  to  be  concealed." 
These  proceedings  might  be  likened  to  those  of  the  genus 
homo  on  the  one  hand  who  frequent  the  new-fashioned 
private  secluded  bars  of  public  houses  and  take  their 
refreshment  in  semi-secret,  and  those  of  the  opposite  sex 
who  procure  it  stealthily  from  the  grocers' ,  having  it  booked 
as  raisins  or  sherbet !  Coming  to  the  serious  part  of  the 
paper,  Mr.  Brown  said  that  the  owl  was  an  all-round 
sportsman.  In  the  nest  of  one  brown  owl  had  been  found 
four  leverets,  four  young  rabbits,  three  thrushes,  and  one 
trout,  weighing  Jib.  While  the  eagle  was  the  type  of 
royalty  and  bravery,  and  had  supplied  the  symbol  of 
nobility  for  Indian  braves  and  Scottish  chiefs  from  time 
immemorial,  and  the  hawk  had  been  held  sacred  by  Turks 
and  Egyptians,  the  owl  had  been  acknowledged  all  the 
world  over  as  the  very  emblem  of  wisdom;  so  grave, 
80  solemn,  so  overpoweringly  learned-looking,  with 
a  masterful  eye  and  a  marvellous  ear,  the  most 
acute  of  all  birds  of  prey,  and  so  arranged  that 
one  could  gather  sounds  from  above  while  the  other 
paid  attention  to  sounds  from  below.  Their  love 
for  ruins,  churches,  &c.,  and  their  nocturnal  habits,  all 
tended  to  make  them  uncanny,  and  folk  lore  and  stories 
based  on  gross  superstition  could  be  unearthed  by  dozens. 
All  the  owls  laid  white  eggs— from  two  to  four,  and  of 
those  met  with  in  the  Kennet  valley  there  were  seven,  or  at 
most  eight  varieties ;  the  eagle  owl,  the  Scops  owl,  the 
long-eared  owl,  the  short-eared  owl,  the  barn  owl,  the 
tawny  owl,  the  hawk  owl,  and  the  little  owl.  The  first 
and  last  two  were  very  rare,  and  had  only  once  or  twice 
been  collected_  in  the  district  named.  The  eagle  owl 
(Jove's  favourite)  was  the  rarest  of  all,  and  was  very 
strong.  It  had  been  known  to  dispute  even  with  the 
golden  eagle  itself,  and  not  altogether  unsuccessfully. 
One  specimen  was  taken  in  1851  in  the  Kennet  valley ;  it 
was  considered  as  a  resident  in  the  Orkneys.  The  expanse 
of  wing  was  oft.,  and  the  weight  of  the  male  71b.,  the 
female  going  a  pound  heavier ;  the  male,  indeed,  resembled 
those  little  men  who  liked  a  big  better  half.  The  tawny 
owl  was  a  night  fisherman  and  snatcher  ;  it  was  the  most 
common  of  all  owls.  It  did  not  confine  itself  to  mice,  but 
carried  oflE  young  hares,  rabbits,  and  partridges.  It  was, 
as  were  all  owls,  the  farmer's  friend.  The  Scops  owl  was 
a  veritable  Mrs.  Caudle  amongst  owls..  It  uttered  its 
curious  cry  at  intervals  of  two  seconds.    It  was  much 


esteemed  in  Malta  as  food.  The  short-eared  owl  was 
often  seen  by  gunning  sportsmen  in  turnip  fields  or  rough 
grass,  and  was  frequently  flushed  by  the  partridge 
shooter.  It  arrived  in  this  country  in  October  and 
left  in  spring,  like  the  woodcock.  It  was  called  the 
hawk  owl,  as  it  often  hunted  by  day.  The  long- 
eared  was  common  thoughout  Europe.  It  frequented 
the  densest  woods,  and  built  generally  in  the  nest  of  some 
other  bird.  It  was  not  uncommon  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
HuDgerford.  It  was  easily  tamed,  and  made  an  amusing  pet. 
The  little  owl  was  a  very  rare  variety  in  England,  but  two 
were  captured  in  Lambeth  some  yeais  ago.  It  weighed  only 
4iz.  The  barn  or  screech  owl  was  most  frequently  seen  of 
all  its  class  by  the  angler.  The  numbar  of  mice  a  pair  will 
kill  was  prodigious.  The  fern  owl,  or  night  jar,  was  one  of 
the  angler's  most  weird  companions.  It  was  remarkable 
for  two  things — for  the  silence  of  its  flight,  and,  as  an 
Irishman  would  put  it,  for  the  noise  it  made  when  flying. 
It  arrived  in  May  and  left  in  October,  and  was  the  only 
migrant  we  had  which  was  nocturnal.  Speaking  of  owls 
generally,  Mr.  Brown  said  that  the  study  of  their  habits 
and  cries  was  intensely  interesting,  and  could  be  carried  on 
after  fishing  hours.  He  would  not  have  it  thought  that 
he  advocated  the  breaking  of  the  "  one  hour  after  sunset  " 
limit  for  the  angler,  and  if  it  was  ever  noticed  that  a 
Piscatorial  brother  delayed  his  return  it  might  be  safely 
assumed  that  he  was  a  keen  field  naturalist,  and  was 
studying  the  owls  !  Besides,  there  was  much  truth  in  the 
old  Irish  song : 
"  The  best  of  all  ways 
To  lengthen  your  days 

Is  to  steal  a  few  hours  from  the  night,  my  boys  !  " 
And  those  stolen  hours,  like  stolen  kisses,  were  sweetest. 
He  would  only  add  with  Shakespeare : 
"  The  owl,  night's  herald,  shrieks, 
'Tis  very  late : 

The  sheep  are  gone  to  fold,  birds  to  their  nest, 
And  coal-black  clouds  that  shadow  Heaven's  light 
Do  summon  us  to  part  and  bid  good-night !  " 
After  a  short  discussion  an  exceptionally  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  the  vice-president  for  his  able, 
amusing,  and  interesting  dissertation.    A  similar  compli- 
ment to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting.      M.  de  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOOIETT. 
At  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  members,  held  at 
the  Restaurant  Frasoati  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  19,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  J.  Pickup  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  Thehon.  sec. 
read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal,  F^nzance, 
and  Southwold.  Also  a  letter  from  Mr.  C.  Tweedale, 
reporting  good  sport  at  Burnham-on-Crouch.  Fishing  on 
Dec.  16  with  a  friend  for  four  hours,  took  sixty-six  fish, 
thirty-seven  of  which  were  between  Jib.  and  lib.,  the 
largest  dab  weighing  15i^oz.  The  following  experiences 
were  then  given  by  members  :  Mr.  R.  H.  Wood  reported 
fishing  at  Deal,  took  three  score,  which,  after  cleaning, 
weighed  301b.  ;  Messrs.  Davis  and  the  hon.  sec. 
reported  a  favourable  take  of  large  whiting,  four- 
teen and  a  half  score,  and  two  codling.  The  adjourned 
discussion  on  Mr.  Churohward's  paper  (read  at  the 
last  meeting)  was  then  resumed,  in  which  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  took  prominent  part :  Messrs.  C.  0. 
Minchin,  R.  H.  Wood,  T.  B.  Bates,  A.  W.  Parker,  the 
chairman,  and  the  hon,  secretary.  The  chairman  gave  a 
most  interesting  resume  of  the  discussion,  stating  that  he 
had  listened  to  Mr.  Churchward's  admirable  paper  with 
great  interest,  and  thought  the  society  was  most  fortunate 
to  have  among  its  members  one  willing  to  give  so  much  time 
and  possessing  the  ability  to  prepare  such  an  instructive 
paper,  and  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  indeed  novel  to  find  a 
line  fisherman  take  up  the  cudgel  in  defence  of  the  trawler. 
The  chairman  said  he  thought  that  both  the  questions  of 
the  pollution  of  the  inshore  fisheries,  which  might  be 
termed  the  nurseries  of  our  fish,  and  also  that  of  the 
destruction  of  immature  fish  by  the  trawler,  should  be 
forcibly  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Fishery  Com- 
missioness  and  thoroughly  thrashed  out.  With  reference 
to  pollution,  take  any  of  the  large  rivers  such  as  the 
'Thames,  Tyne,  Severn,  or  others  flowing  through  our 
cities,  they  are  all  polluted  with  sewerage,  to  which  has 
been  added,  by  the  sanitary  authorities,  chemicals  in  the 
form  of  disinfectants,  and  also  chemical  refuse  from 
factories.  These  latter  seem  to  think  it  their  duty  to 
pitch  it  all  into  our  rivers,  whence  it  is  eventually  carried 
to  the  nurseries  of  our  sea  fish  in  the  estuaries.  Again, 
where  rivers  flow  through  agricultural  districts  they 
become  chemically  polluted  from  the  artificial  manures 
used,  portions  of  which  get  carried  to  the  rivers 
in  the  drainage.  As  an  instance  of  the  use  of 
chemicals  by  sanitary  authorities,  at  Deal  carbolic 
acid  is  flushed  down  the  drains  and  eventually 
pitched  into  the  sea,  and  even  could  the  young  fish  escape 
these  terrors  and  swim  a  mile  or  two  into  the  open  sea, 
and  be  taken  by  the  trawler,  there  is  but  little  chance  of 
the  British  sea  angler  obtaining  good  catches  under  these 
circumstances.  Mr.  Bates  pointed  out  that  at  Torbay  it 
was  not  the  pollution  from  ooze,  &c.,  in  the  bay  that 
accounted  for  the  scarcity  of  fish,  but  the  long  nets  which 
swept  the  bay  from  end  to  end  and  practically  took  every 
fish,  large  or  small.  As  an  instance,  at  Hopes  Head, 
where  the  trawlers  could  not  work,  but  where  the  sewerage 
was  emptied,  there  were  large  numbers  of  small  bass. 
Mr.  Churchward  replied  to  this  that  he  thought  the 
pollution  would  not  affect  bass  as  they  were  not  gross 
feeders.  Mr.  Wood  said  he  had  fished  at  Southwick  for 
some  years,  and  anyone  who  had  been  there  would  certainly 
not  doubt  that  the  liarbour  was  polluted  to  a  great  extent. 
Some  years  ago  large  catches  of  good  dabs  could  be  taken 
on  the  two  mile  rough,  but  of  late  very  few,  although 
trawling  had  increased  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  hon. 
see.  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Churchward  had  mentioned  in 


his  paper  the  mackerel  as  "those  gross  feeders,"  but 
he  would  like  to  assert  that  the  mackerel  was  not 
a  gross  feeder,  but  fed  in  surface  or  mid-water, 
and  preferred  his  food  alive.  Any  poisoning  taking  place 
from  the  eating  of  mackerel  was  not  from  foul  matter  the 
fish  had  fed  upon,  but  from  the  flesh  of  the  fish  becoming 
putrid,  which  it  does  very  quickly.  These  remarks  were 
thoroughly  endorsed  by  Mr.  Minchin,  who  also  drew 
attention  to  the  large  feeding  grounds  in  the  estuary  of 
the  Thames,  where  there  is  a  great  extent  of  oozy  mud 
banks,  and  that  any  poisoning  of  the  fish  which  has  taken 
place  there  is  of  late  years,  owing  to  the  use  of  chemicals 
by  the  sanitary  authorities  in  flushing  the  sewers  of  South- 
end and  other  places.  Certainly  whUe  only  sewerage  was 
being  poured  out  myriads  of  small  fry  thronged  the  river 
and  thrived.  Mr.  Parker  gave  some  interesting  statistics 
of  the  number  of  trawlers  in  various  years,  and  seemed  to 
think  that  there  was  something  to  be  said  for  and  against 
the  question  of  pollution,  which  required  cirefnl  investiga- 
tion, A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously 
accorded  to  Mr,  Churchward  for  his  exceedingly  interest- 
ing and  instructive  paper.  Mr.  Churchward,  in  replying 
to  the  same,  expressed  the  hope  that  some  of  the  members 
would  endeavour  to  reason  out  some  plan  for  an  improve- 
ment on  the  existing  trawls,  by  means  of  which  any  under- 
sized fish  taken  would  be  brought  out  in  such  a  condition 
that  they  could  be  returned  unharmed.  The  hon.  sec. 
announced  there  would  be  no  meeting  on  Wednesday  next, 
it  being  the  Bank  Holiday  following  Christmas,  and  also 
that  the  railway  company  had  kindly  granted  an  extension 
of  time  for  the  members'  privilege  tickets  during  Christmas 
time.  Tickets  will  be  available  from  Friday  till  Wednes- 
day inclusive.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
and  the  usual  toast  to  the  society  closed  the  meeting. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


Pier  competition  at  Deal,  Nov.  10,  11,  and  12. 
Winners  of  Silver  Medals. 

First  day.— T.  B.  Beasley,  four  cod,  three  whitingi 
weight  91b.  8oz. 

Second  day.— F.  T.  Mackaness,  one  cod,  one  pouting, 
and  rest  whiting,  weight  91b, 

Third  day, — Leonard  B,  Wrightson,  five  whiting,  weight 
31b,  9oz. 

Boat  competition  at  Deal,  Nov.  17,  Dec.  2  and  3. 
List  of  Prize  Winners. 

Class  1. — For  the  heaviest  fish  taken  daring  the  com- 
petition. First,  gold  medal  and  the  Deal  Corporation 
challenge  cup :  R.  C.  H,  Corfe,  one  cod  of  15Jlb. 

Class  2. — For  the  heaviest  weight  of  cod  taken  each  day, 
not  exceeding  five  in  numbers.  First,  silver  medal; 
second,  bronze  medal. 

First  day. — No  award. 

Second  day. — W.  H.  Stallard,  one  cod  of  111b.  6oz, 

Third  day. — W.  A.  Husk,  one  cod  of  61b.  14oz. 

Class  3. — For  the  heaviest  weight  of  whiting  taken  each 
day,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number.  First,  silver  medal ; 
second,  bronze  medal. 

First  day. — A.  J.  Prior,  one  whiting,  lib.  IJoz. 

Second  day. — First,  G.  Read  Clarke,  twelve  whiting, 
101b.  15oz. ;  second,  A.  B.  Litchfield,  twelve  whiting, 
101b.  8|oz.  (award  not  accepted). 

Third  day. — First,  C,  S.  Patterson,  twelve  whiting, 
111b.  4oz,  (award  not  accepted) ;  second,  H,  Edwards, 
twelve  whiting,  111b.  2oz.  (award  not  acoepted). 

Class  4. — For  the  greatest  number  of  sizeable  fish  taken 
on  any  one  day  of  the  competition.  First,  silver  medal. 
— W.  Watkins,  seventy-five  sizeable  fish. 

Class  5. — For  the  greatest  number  of  sizeable  fish  taken 
by  ladies  only,  on  any  one  day  of  the  competition.  First, 
silver  medal, — Mrs,  Grilling,  eight  sizeable  fish. 


NOTTINGHAM  WELLINGTON  ANGLING 
SOOIETT. 

The  26th  annual  dinner  arranged  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society  was  held 
at  the  Wellington  Hotel,  Station-street,  Nottingham, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  GaskeU,  "The  Wellington 
is  the  premier  organisation  of  its  kind  in  the  city,  and  one 
of  the  oldest  established  throughout  the  country.  With 
Mr.  Gaskell  at  its  head,  Mr,  Harry  Spray  serving  in  an 
hon,  secretarial  capacity,  and  an  active  committee,  the 
society,  which  has  a  limited  membership,  has  flourished 
for  many  years.  The  interest  which  Mr.  Guskell  has  long 
displayed  as  a  thoroughly  practical  angler  in  the  welfare 
of  fishermen  generally  in  Nottingham  has  been  responsible 
for  many  privileges  being  obtained  which  would  probably 
have  otherwise  been  lost.  Than  Mr.  Harry  Spiay  it 
would  be  impossible  to  find  a  more  energetic  or  assiduous 
secretary,  and  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  in  last 
night's  gathering  was  a  presentation  to  hun  in  recognition 
of  fourteen  years'  service  to  the  club.  Amongst  those 
present  were  :  The  Chief  Constable  (Mr.  P.  S.  Clay),  Mr. 
C.  K.  Eddowes  (Trent  Fishery  Board),  Mr.  T.  J. 
Hodson  (Fly  Fishers'  Club),  Mr.  T.  Watson  (New 
York),  Messrs,  T.  Large,  S,  Smith,  F.  Baker,  W. 
Marshall,  G.  Anstey,  J.  Greaves,  J.  Clayton,  J.  W.  Foster, 
A.  .Johnstone,  H.  Lewis,  W.  Ellis,  A.  Smith,  W.  J. 
Sadler,  H.  G.  Birks,  A.  Ball,  F,  H,  GoodaU,  Walter  C, 
Smith,  H.  Collishaw,  A.  Ley,  G.  C.  Ley,  C.  Ridgard,  J. 
Cooper,  J.  W.  Jones,  W.  T.  Norria,  A,  Sewell.  H,  Daykin, 
F.  Gamble,  J.  Bagshaw,  F.  Lindley,  G.  Hewson,  W. 
Blore,  E.  Hooton,  T.  Lewis,  J.  Levris,  F.  W.  K.  Wallis, 
A.  Dobson,  E.  Burge,  W.  Gregory  (hon.  treasurer),  and 
H.  Spray  (hon.  secretary).  After  dinner,  which  was 
admirably  served,  the  chairman  submitted  the  usual  loyal 
toast,  which  was  enthusiastically  received.  Letters  of 
apology  were  received  from  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  Bart, 
(the  hon.  president),  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  (editor  of  the  Fidd), 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (.Fishing  Gazette),  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard 
("Dragnet,"  Fiihing  Gazette),  Rev.  H.  C.  Russell,  Mr. 
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C.  W.  Wright,  and  Capt.  Tomasson.  Mr.  P.  S.  Clay,  in 
proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "The  Wellington 
Angling  Society,"  said  his  remembrancBs  of  the  society 
wonld  always  be  of  the  very  pleasantest  character.  Those 
who  went  back  to  the  early  days  of  the  society  would  have 
remembrances  which  were  very  tender,  and  his  hope  was 
that  those  happy  memories  would  continue,  because  they 
conduced  to  health  and  happiness.  He  recalled  his  intro- 
duction to  Shardlow,  describing  how  he  was  taken  in  hand 
by  two  of  the  most  ardent  and  genial  fishermen  of  the 
Midlands,  Mr.  Wallis  and  Mr.  Spray,  and  that  his  recollec- 
tions of  the  Shardlow  stretch  were  particularly  pleasant.  He 
congratulated  them  on  the  very  wide  stretches  of  water 
they  possessed,  and  said  there  were  very  few  fishing 
societies  in  the  Midlands  who  possessed  anything  like  their 
privileges.  But  for  the  chairman,  the  secretary,  and  a  few 
others,  they  would  never  have  such  fishing,  and  he  hoped  in 
years  to  come  they  would  stand  by  their  rights  and  retain 
the  privileges  they  deserved  and  desired.  (Applause  ) 
Theirs  was  an  excellent  society,  and  had  done  excellent 
work.  He  had  many  fishing  friends  in  London,  one 
or  two  of  whom  regretted  they  could  not  come  down  to 
the_  dinner.  Their  fame  was  very  well  known  outside 
their  own  county,  and  he  trusted  they  would  continue  to 
thrive  and  prosper.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  most  happy 
to  meet  their  president  as  a  personal  friend ;  he  was  a 
man  he  greatly  esteemed.  (Applause.)  Before  responding 
to  the  toast,  the  chairman  called  upon  Mr.  C.  K.  Eddowes, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  who  thanked 
the  Wellington  Society  most  heartily  for  the  strong  sub- 
scription they  had  been  pleased  to  give  to  the  board. 
It  showed  that  the  society  appreciated  to  some  extent  the 
exertions  of  the  board.  (Hear,  hear.)  So  far  as  the 
board  was  concerned,  every  effort  would  be  made 
to  improve  fishing  generally.  They  had,  during  the 
last  fortnight,  secured  for  the  Sheffield  anglers  a 
very  great  advantage  in  getting  nets  removed, 
and  the  SheiBeld  Association  had  undertaken  that, 
in  the  case  of  any  grievance  occurring  in  future,  if 
the  board  wonld  take  it  up,  they  would  bear  the  expense. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  board  had  only  one  object,  and  that 
was  to  improve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  conditions  generally 
with  respect  to  fish  and  fishing,  whether  it  related  to 
pollution  or  anything  that  violated  the  fishery  laws. 
(Applause.)  In  reply,  Mr.  Gaskell  thanked  Mr.  Clay  for 
the  kind  expressions  he  had  made  in  submitting  the  toast, 
and  subsequently  observed  that  although  he  had  not  been 
amongst  the  members  during  the  last  few  months  as  often 
as  he  desired,  they  had  not  been  absent  from  his  mind. 
Since  their  last  annual  dinner  one  of  their  members  had 
passed  away.  They  all  appreciated  Mr.  Wm.  Stevens,  his 
character,  broad-mindedness,  sportsmanlike  qualities,  and 
staunch  friendship.  He  was  a  true  and  worthy  member  of 
the  society,  ever  ready  to  support  any  measure  that  the 
executive  undertook  which  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  society,  and  always  an  excellent  companion 
at  the  waterside.  His  name  would  long  be  cherished  in  the 
memories  of  all  who  had  been  associated  with  him,  and  if 
acceptable  to  the  committee  he  would  like  to  suggest 
that  a  large  portrait  of  him  be  obtained  and  hung  in 
the_  club-room.  With  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
society,  he  was  pleased  to  say  it  was  flourishing 
numerically  and_  financially,  and  glad  to  know  that 
the  happy  relations  that  had  existed  for  some  years 
between  the  landowners,  the  keeper,  and  the  members  was 
as  cordial  as  ever.  Mr.  Gaakell  alladed  to  the  experiment 
of  turning  trout  into  the  Trent,  remarking  that  it  had 
proved  eminently  successful.  The  Lochleven  and  brown 
trout  which  were  put  in  the  Trent  at  Shardlow  had  not 
migrated  in  any  quantities,  and  when  procured  and 
returned  they  had  been  in  excellent  condition.  The  cost 
had  been  defrayed  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  and  the 
club  had  not  been  called  upon  to  any  extent.  Any  support 
they  might  obtaio  from  any  gentlemen  in  the  town  and 
county  interested  in  fishing  would  be  most  heartily  appre- 
ciated, inasmuch  as  they  were  hoping  to  turn  another 
consignment  of  fish  into  the  Trent.  (Applause.)  Mr. 
Gaskell  afterwards  announced  that  Mr.  Clay  had 
generously  promised  a  contribution  of  £2  2s.  towards  the 
object  referred  to.  The  chairman  then  presented  the 
prizes  won  in  the  various  competitions  during  the  year. 
With  regard  to  roach,  it  was  felt  that  the  class  was  so  large 
that  it  would  not  be  disproportionate  to  award  two  medals. 
These  were  secured  by  Mr.  H.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Whitehead, 
the  weight  in  each  case  being  lib.  9nz.  Mr.  Wallis 
was  awarded  the  medal  for  bream  f41b.  5nz ).  Mr. 
Wallis  also  weighed-in  a  roach  of  lib.  13Joz.  Mr. 
H.  E.  Birks  was  handtd  the  medal  for  the  best 
six  roach.  The  chairman  said  it  was  a  pleasing  duty 
to  present  to  Mr._  H.  Spray  a  gold  watch,  chain, 
and  pendants,  subscribed  for  by  the  committee  and  a  few 
others  ;  he  considered  they  had  been  well  and  honourably 
earned  by  their  indefatigable  secretary.  (Loud  applause  ) 
In  acknowledging  the  gift,  Mr.  Spray  said  the  Wellington 
Society  to  him  was  one  of  the  dearest  associations  of  his 
life.  He  had  been  with  them  a  matter  of  fifteen  years, 
and  during  that  time  he  had  made  friends  who  he  hoped 
wonld  ever  remain  as  such.  The  cup  for  bottom  water 
fishing  is  held  for  the  year  by  Mr.  Wallis,  that  for  the  top 
water  being  unsecured.  The  health  of  "  The  Chairman," 
proposed  by  Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  was  cordially  honoured, 
Mr.  Gaakell  briefly  replying.  A  splendid  programme  of 
vccal  and  instrumental  music  was  contributed  during  the 
evening.  Mr.  Arthur  Lakin,  an  established  favourite  in 
Nottingham,  was  in  magnificent  voice,  and  sang  the 
"  Prologue  to  Pagliaoci "  and  "  The  Young  British 
Soldier  "  (Cobb)  in  his  best  style.  Mr.  H.  Matthews,  a 
pleasing  tenor,  gave  an  excellent  rendering  of  "  The  Irish 
Emigrant,"  whilst  Mr.  W.  Whitehead  subscribed  some 
extremely  successful  violin  solos.  The  humorons  element 
was  entrusted  to  Mr.  A.  U.  Smith  and  Mr.  Percy 
Matthews,  and  they  were  irresistible.  The  pianoforte 
accompaniments  were  shared  by  Mr.  W.  Gregory  and  Mr. 
A.  U,  Smith,— jVottins^fiam  Daily  Owirditm. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

There  was  an  exceptionally  good  attendance  of  dele- 
gates at  the  December  meeting,  held  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maideu-lane,  Strand.  Mr.  Medcalf  wired  that  a 
business  engagement  would  detain  him  too  late  to  attend  the 
meeting.  Mr.  Thomas  Crnmplen  being  unanimously  re- 
quested^  to  preside,  the  minutes  were  duly  confirmed, 
which  included  the  enrolment  of  a  new  society  to  be 
known  as  the  Kynaston  A.S.,  meeting  at  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Kynaston-road,  Stoke  Newington  j  hon.  sec,  Mr. 
J.  Halford.  The  proprietor  of  the  Pulborough  Fishery 
wrote  complaining  that  serious  damage  had  been  done  to 
his  mushrooms.  The  committee  had  severely  censured 
three  of  the  offending  members  who  had  been  caught, 
and  reported  that  it  was  necessary  to  bring  the 
matter  before  each  society,  so  that  if  possible  to 
prevent  a  repetition  in  the  future ;  nothing  jeopardises 
anglers'  privileges  in  the  country  more  than  thoughtless 
behaviour  of  this  kind.  The  chairman  gave  some  very 
interesting  particulars  of  the  recent  doings  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  which  included  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  head  river  keeper,  also  river  keeper  for  the 
Lower  Thames  district,  and  asking  for  increased  support 
to  meet  these  extra  liabilities.  Mr.  C.  Watling  reported 
a  most  successful  visit  to  the  North  London  A  S.,  next 
one  g  >ing  to  the  Peckham  Brothers,  at  the  Mason's  Arms, 
Bast-street,  Walworth,  on  Tuesday,  January  15.  Some 
little  friction  seems  to  have  occurred  of  late,  owing  to 
anglers  travelling  by  the  Pulborough  and  Amberley 
excursions  and  going  beyond  these  stations.  The 
S.C.  By.  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
rebooking  is  not  permitted,  and  anyone  detected  in  so 
offending  in  future  will  be  charged  the  full  fare  from  the 
starting  point.  The  following  letter  was  received  from  the 
G.E.  Ry.  Co.,  and  duly  read  to  the  meeting : 

"  Liverpool-street,  Nov.  30,  1900. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been 
decided  by  the  Associated  Railway  Companies  that  on  and 
after  Jan.  1,  1901,  the  minimum  charge  for  special  tickets 
issued  to  anglers  shall  be  one  shilling,  and  to  ask  that  you 
will  kindly  note  this  and  make  it  known  to  the  members  of 
your  association. — Yours  truly, 

"  (Signed)    H.  G.  Drdry,  Snpt.  of  the  Line. 

"  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade." 

Several  other  items  concerning  fisheries,  railway 
questions,  &o.,  were  discussed,  and  received  the  attention 
necessary,  the  customary  seasonable  greetings  and  good 
wishes  were  exchanged,  and  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
tendered  Mr.  Crumplen  for  presidiog  in  his  usual  genial 
and  able  manner. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  between  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  and  the  general  manager  of  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canals,  whereby  members  will  be 
entitled  to  fish  free  of  charge  (except  in  matchep)  in  every 
portion  of  the  canals  where  angling  is  allowed  on  pro- 
duction of  the  membership  ticket. 

The  concession  inclndes  sixty-four  miles  of  water  only 
recently  opened  for  angling,  and  entails  a  considerable 
addition  to  the  rent  paid  by  the  association.  It  will  come 
into  force  when  the  new  tickets  are  issued,  and  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  privileges  now  extend  from  Ellesmere  Port, 
vi&  Chester,  Beeston  Castle,  Nantwich,  Audlem,  Market 
Drayton,  terminating  on  this  section  at  Goldstone. 
Another  route,  commencing  at  Wardle  Locks,  near 
Nantwich,  runs  through  Whitchurch,  Llanymyneoh,  and 
Welshpool,  to  Newtown.  A  third  branch,  commencing  at 
Frankton  Locks,  near  Ellesmere,  passes  through  Llan- 
gollen, and  terminates  at  Llantisilio. 

Anyone  found  fishing  without  ticket  will  be  charged  3d. 
per  day  ;  if  the  ticket  has  been  left  at  home  by  accident, 
the  member  in  default  must  pay  the  bank-ranger  without 
demur,  as  the  officials  cannot  be  troubled  to  undertake  any 
inquiry  as  to  a  person's  bona  fides. 

The  canals  will  close  on  March  15,  and  re-open  on  the 
Saturday  preceding  Whitsuntide.  The  general  manager 
requests  that  as  roach  will  not  have  done  spawning,  any 
taken  before  Jnly  1  shall  be  returned  to  the  water. 

Thos.  W.  Redford  (Hon.  Sec). 


Iptovincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  Birming- 
ham Angling  Association  was  held  on  December  14  at 
the  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided  and  Mr.  H.  W. 
Miller  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended.  The  minutes  of  the  three  committee  meetings 
held  since  the  last  general  meeting  were  read  and  adopted 
without  comment  with  the  exception  of  the  one  dealing 
with  the  admission  of  new  clubs.  This  brought  about  a 
long  discussion,  as  it  was  contended  by  some  that  the 
minute  preventing  new  clubs  from  being  admitted  should 
be  rescinded,  bnt  upon  the  vote  beinix  taken  upon  the 
question  it  was  decided  by  the  small  majority  of  four  votes 
not  to  admit  any  new  clubs  during  the  coming  year.  This 
may  be  all  well  and  good  in  some  instances,  but  there  are 
several  new  clubs  being  formed  in  certain  neighbourhoods 
where  they  would  not  under  any  circumstances  interfere 
with  any  of  the  existing  societies.  This  may  be  considered 
at  the  next  general  meeting  in  the  New  Year,  when  perhaps 
these  clubs  may,  under  certain  conditions,  become  affiliated. 
It  has  been  found  out  that  a  number  of  new  clubs  were 
accepted  into  the  association  last  year,  but  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  association  has  not  come  up  to  expectation, 
as  a  number  of  oW  mmnbers  left  the  old  clnbs  to  ftAn  the 


new  ones.  Another  matter  of  importance  was  the  Sunday 
trains  to  Evesham.  This  was  left  in  the  hands  of  a  small 
committee  to  take  in  hand  and  wait  upon  the  Midland 
Railway  authorities  at  Derby  to  lay  the  claims  of  the 
anglers  before  their  notice.  The  Sparkbrook  Society 
held  their  annual  meeting  on  Deo.  14  to  make  their 
arrangements  for  the  coming  year.  Mr.  H.  Miller 
preeided.  The  financial  position  of  the  club  wag  p11  that 
could  be  desired,  as,  after  paying  for  the  rent  of  their 
water,  they  declared  a  dividend  of  7s.  9d.  per  member. 
Mr.  H.  Miller  was  re-elected  preeident  and  Mr.  Q.  Jarrett 
vice-president.  Mr.  F.  Miller  was  re-elected  secretary. 
The  chief  specimen  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  Hughes 
and  York,  who  divided  the  first  two  roaoh  prizee. 
Mr.  Hughes  also  took  the  first  prize  for  bream, 
and  Mr.  G.  Jarrett  took  the  first  prize  for  perch.  The 
St.  Paul's  Society  held  their  annual  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  when  about  120  members  were  present. 
The  balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report  was  of  the  most 
favourable  nature,  as  after  all  the  expenses  of  the  contests 
and  working  expenses  had  been  defrayed  the  sum  of 
lis.  7d.  remained  to  the  credit  of  each  member.  Mr.  W. 
Butler  was  re-elected  president,  and  Messrs.  Laoey  and 
P.  Hughes  vice-presidents.  Mr.  J.  Hughes  was  re-elected 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  G.  Tabberner  secretary.  The  annual 
contest  date  was  fixed  for  the  second  Sunday  in  July,  and 
the  bye-contest  for  the  first  Sunday  in  October.  If  the 
weather  remains  open  a  large  number  of  our  members 
will  be  out  during  the  Christmas  holidays— that  is,  if  the 
vjaters  are  in  any  way  fishable ;  but  whether  at  the  water- 
side or  by  the  fireside  I  hope  the  readers  of  the  F.  G. ,  and 
all  good  and  true  anglers,  will  succeed  in  having  tight 
lines  and  a  Jolly  Christmas. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

With  the  water  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  the 
weather  remarkably  bright  and  fine,  angling  just  now  is 
being  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  success.  Quite 
a  host  of  fith»rmen  have  during  the  past  week  been  trying 
their  luck  on  the  Witham,  and  the  reports  to  hand  show 
that  nearly  all  branche*  of  the  sport  are  being  prosecuted 
with  most  satisfactory  results.  Roach  fishing  ha.8  proved 
excsptionally  remunerative  on  the  lengths  at  Ta*^- 
tershall,  Kirkstead,  and  Bardney,  where  bags  varying 
from  151b.  to  201b.  have  been  secured.  The  dew  and 
brandling  worm  have  been  hard  to  beat  in  the  way  of 
baits,  and  nearly  all  the  best  fish  have  been  secured  by 
their  use.  The  Sleaford  Canal,  near  its  confluence  with 
the  Witham  at  Chapel  Hill,  has  also  been  fished  with 
marked  success.  Shoals  of  magnificent  roach  took  refuge 
in  this  tributary  to  escape  the  rush  of  flood  water  in  the 
main  stream  a  fortnight  ago,  and  Waltonians  have  since 
had  a  good  time  amongst  them,  capturing  many  specimens 
weighing  up  IJlb.  each.  Pike  fishing  is  also  being  prose- 
cuted with  vigour.  The  lengths  at  Tattershall,  Dogdjke, 
and  Langrick  have  all  yielded  fish  of  goodly  proportions, 
and  some  rods  have  accounted  for  as  many  as  three  and 
four  brace  ia  a  single  day.  On  the  minor  streams  sport 
has  also  been  most  satisfactory.  Three  and  a  half  brace  of 
pike  taken  from  the  Forty-foot  on  Saturday  weighed 
31Jlb.,  the  best  being  a  7-pounder.  Both  the  trolling  and 
roach  rod3  appear  to  have  done  best  in  the  Donington 
district.  The  Glen,  at  Sarfleet,  another  favourite  roaohing 
resort,  has  also  yielded  some  substantial  bags.  With  a 
continuance  of  the  present  fine  weather,  anglers  should 
obtain  some  good  sport  during  the  Chtiatmae  holidays. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  exceptional  fine  weather  of  the  past  week, 
and  favourable  condition  of  the  River  Hull  and  its 
tributary  becks  and  streams,  our  local  roaob  fishermen 
have  been  out  in  great  force,  and  met  with  excellent  sport 
in  most  quarters ;  and  from  the  top  stretches  of  the  river 
and  the  Driffield  Canal  some  splendid  catches  of  roaoh 
have  been  exhibited  at  the  various  anglers'  rendezvous  in 
the  city,  the  individual  takes  going  from  71b.  to  consider- 
ably over  a  stone  each,  and  one  angler,  Mr.  W.  J,  Barker, 
of  the  North  Myton  Angling  Association,  had  21Ib.  of 
splendid  fish  from  the  noted  Swing  Bridge  stretch,  his  best 
fish  scaling  lib.  7^oz. ;  and  in  other  anglers'  catches  a 
quantity  of  the  fish  scaled  over  lib.  each,  amongst  which 
Mr.  Tnomas  Jevons  had  over  a  stone  of  roach,  two  of 
which  scaled  lib.  2|oz.  and  lib.  6Joz.  respectively. 
Messrs.  T.  Sanderson,  Fred  Matthews,  and  T.  Oliver 
had  fish  scaling  from  lib.  2|'0z.  to  lib.  2|oz.  each.  Some  nice 
catoties  of  roach  have  also  been  taken  in  the  tidal  waters  at 
Pulfin,  Hull  Bridge,  and  Wawne,  paste  proving  the  most 
successful  lure  in  the  tidai  waters,  but  above  the  lock 
both  pearl  barley,  maggots,  and  small  red  worms  have 
accounted  for  good  fish  ;  and  with  the  present  state  of  the 
weather,  tides  being  right,  no  doubt  roach  will  continue 
to  provide  good  sport,  unless  eome  severe  frosts  occur 
and  send  them  into  the  deeps.  Roach  have  also  provided 
fair  sport  on  the  river  Derwent  during  the  week,  the 
waters  being  in  much  better  condition  than  of  late.  The 
rivers  Ludd  and  Ancholme  are  also  now  in  fair  order  for 
either  roach  or  pike  fishing,  and  about  Brigg,  on  the 
latter,  some  fair  catches  of  roach  are  reported,  but  our 
local  anglers  have  been  doing  so  well  on  the  Hull 
of  late  that  few  have  ventured  far  afield  in  quest 
of  sport.  Tbe  HuU  Angling  and  Preservation  Society 
held  their  annual  meeting  on  the  11th  inst.,  at  the 
White  Horse  Hotel,  in  Carr-lane,  and  elected  officers  for 
the  forthcoming  season :  Mr.  John  Dickens  being  re- 
elected to  the  presidential  chair,  to  be  supported  in  the 
vice-chairs  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Holmes  and  T.  Rotherforth  ; 
Mr.  W.  Cutting,  treasurer;  Mr.  C.  Gimwell,  financial 
secretary  ;  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay,  general  secretary.  During 
the  evening  the  Hand  in  Hand  Angling  Society  (one  of  our 
oldest  Hull  societies)  again  contributed  one  guinea  to  the 
funds,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  other  societies  in  the  city 
will  follow  suit,  for  the  society  is  well  deserving  of  support, 
the  principal  part  of  the  funds  being  expended  in  re- 
BtOcMng  the  rtvUr  Htill.   I  may  alafo  add  that  the  sub- 
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BOriptions  are  now  dne,  and  the  members'  tiokefs  tnr  1901 
are  ready,  and  can  be  had  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  E  Hay. 
Most  other  societies  are  also  very  busy  jnat  now  in  holding 
annnal  meetings  and  electing  officers,  &o.  Deo.  13  saw  the 
distribution  of  annual  priens  won  by  the  members  of  the 
West  Hull  Anglintr  Society,  and  a  splendid  lot  they  were 
as  usual.  The  first  recipient  on  the  list  of  the  aggregate 
prizes  was  Mr.  Frank  Carle  with  a  wPiirht  of  271b.  15|oz  ; 
Mr.  Tom  Barber  beinsc  second  with  201b.  15J  z  ;  Mr  T. 
Chester,  next,  181b.  9Joz.  j  Mr  W.  Orossland.  15  b  14|^z.  j 
Mr.   George  Cheeseman,  151b.  .  Mr.  H.  West. 

141b.  2oz. }  and  Mr.  Thos.  Bardsley,  131b.  6ioz. ;  ard 
other  winners  to  the  number  of  sixteen.  On  Deo.  lithe 
County  Association  held  their  annual  dinner,  at  which 
the  prizes  were  presented.  Mr,  J,  M.  Bender  receiving  a 
gold  medal  for  most  points ;  gold  medak  were  also 
presented  to  Messrs.  J  Render  and  George  Rea ;  Mes'irs. 
J.  Coates  and  J.  Hutohenson  also  receiving  prizes.  The 
SandringVam  A.S.  have  also  elected  officers  for  1901  as 
follows  :  President,  Mr.  W.  Ward  ;  vice,  Mr.  W.  Beall ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  H.  J,  Lamplough  ;  and  secretary,  Mr.  E. 
Hagar.  The  Alexandra  A. 8.  have  a  tea  and  concert  on 
Dec.  26. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

With  Christmas  at  close  upon  us  it  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  the  last  effort  of  the  Warrington  arglers  to  do  good 
by  the  draw  for  Mr.  G.  Bennion's  tackle  has  been  a 
success.  The  ten  priz»B  nre  declared,  and  those  interester) 
must  apply  to  Mr.  J.  Wrench  for  their  prizes.  Of  all 
places  in  this  county  no  town  deserves  better  treatment 
from  anglers  than  Warrington,  yet  at  this  festive  season 
of  the  year  they  are  snfffring  from  a  condition  of  things 
which  should  never  have  existed.  At  one  time  Warrington 
was  the  envy  of  many  a  town,  for  the  sole  reason  that  they 
had  all  classes  of  anglers  federated  in  one  association,  and 
that  organisation  doing  good  work.  To-day  some  side- 
issue  has  interfered,  and  instead  of  an  association  much 
resembling  the  British  Constitution,  which  is  the  aris- 
tocracy blended  with  the  demooraov,  they  have  a  state  of 
things  of  an  undesirable  nature.  The  last  report  of  the 
Bolton  Anglors'  Association  is,  as  uoual,  of  a  satisfactory 
nature,  and,  although  they  are  somewhat  fewer  in  numbers, 
they  are  stronger  in  the  balance  at  the  bank  if  the  extensive 
stocking  operations  (£120)  is  taken  into  account.  Ton  can- 
not keep  your  cash  in  the  bank  and  u»e  it  also.  The  different 
prize  lists  are  very  interesting,  and  slthongh  the  amounts 
offered  are  rather  small  for  an  association  of  this  calibre, 
etill  the  competitions  have  been  very  keen  in  all  classes. 
Anglers  content  with  a  few  brace  of  small  pike  up  to  21b. 
can  be  oblised  with  a  day's  fishing.  It  is  a  pity  that  the 
owners  will  not  allow  the  place  to  be  mentioned  ;  but  still 
you  may  get  to  it  by  pavment  of  Is.  a  day,  which  is  handed 
over  to  some  charity.  Five,  six,  or  seven  fish  for  la.  and 
expenses  is  not  bad  at  any  time.  It  is  very  gratifjing  to 
learn  that  piscatorial  matters  at  and  near  St.  Helens  are 
in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Since  they  ra-arranged 
matters  a  few  years  since  they  do  not  appear  to  have  had 
any  difficulty  in  carryins  out  their  ideas.  Dnrirgthe  ensuing 
holidays  they  intend  enjoyingtothe  fullest  their  advantages. 
Srmour  is  busy  with  a  report  that  a  party  of  ten  is 
organised  to  visit  Combs  reservoir  during  the  coming 
holidays.  Another  place  likely  to  receive  some  attention 
is  the  Dee  at  Farndnn,  where  fishirg  for  pike  and  other 
coarse  fish  is  reported  very  good.  The  Leigh  clubs  are  all 
going  in  for  a  jilly  Chiiatmas,  and  at  one  time  it  was 
hoped  an  open  match  would  have  been  promoted  in  this 
town,  but  the  id^a  was  abandoned.  Mr.  Editor,  we  all 
wish  you  a  "  Merry  Christmas." 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Every  angler  in  this  city  is  naturally  anxious  to  wish  the 
Fishing  Gazette  every  good  wish  for  the  present  festive 
Beascn.  May  the  firm  hold  our  piper  has  got  on  the 
affections  of  the  sport  generally  be  continued  and  expended 
in  1901,  80  that  we  may  be  a  hanoier  ard  better 
class  of  sportsmen.  The  Ladies'  Night  of  the  Moss 
Side  Socials,  on  the  17th,  was.  as  usual,  a  success, 
and_  was  a  very  great  event  in  every  sense.  The 
Sociils  are  always  to  be  depended  on  for  a  good  pro- 
gramme or  agenda,  but  in  this  case  even  they  exceeded 
themselves.  It  is  very  few  clubs  thtt  can  run  a  social 
ai  d  print  programmes  for  same,  yet  io  this  case  it  was 
done,  and  the  details  would  do  credit  to  any  society  with 
more  pretensions  than  the  Socials.  It  is  mooted  that  their 
president,  Mr.  A.  L  Harkness,  contemplates  retirement. 
This  must  not  be;  he  must  be  persuaded  to  retain  his 
cfiaoe.  It  is  with  great  regret  that  We  hear  of  three 
pej  sons  gf  ing  shooting  from  a  station  in  this  city  with  an 
angler's  privilege  ticket  on  Dec.  12.  To  carry  a  fishing 
rod  and  transfer  the  same  when  booking  is  bad  enough, 
but  the  argler  who  saw  it  done  and  did  not  takn  any  notice 
in  worse.  It  is  of  no  use  asking  the  correspondent  of  the 
F  0.  to  take  action  without  specific  grour  da  to  work  upon. 
If  we  are  to  havo  a  row  let  ua  have  black  eyes  and  not 
a  rear  attack.  What  our  Christmas  is  going  to  be  none 
can  tell ;  at  present  no  one  can  make  up  his  mind  what  to 
do.  For  some  time  we  have  had  weather  which  would 
damp  the  ardour  of  any  ordinary  fisherman,  and,  as  I 
write,  beyond  a  little  crispness,  there  is  nothing  to  tempt 
forth  either  the  grayling  or  pike  fisherman.  If  the  weather 
should  continue  to  hold  fine,  no  d  'ubt  a  fair  amount  of 
sport  will  follow  with  both  our  winter  kinds  of  fishing, 
and  we  are  always  sansuine  of  sport.  Mr.  Tom  Driver 
writoB  to  say  that  hi^  association,  the  CP. A. A.,  received 
a  further  lot  of  fish  on  Ssturday  last  for  the  onnal  at 
Poynton.  They  consisted  of  400  roach,  320  perch,  and  afew 
bredm,  rudd,  and  tench.  Another  lot  will  probably  arrive 
on  Saturday  (to-day),  and  will  be  placed  in  the  same  canal 
at_Nfw  Mills.  Prom  ir  quiiy  at  the  various  tackle  shops, 
it  is  ascertained  that  although  several  expeditions  are  being 
organised,  the  chief  amount  of  trade  being  done  is  with 
Ohristmaa  presents,  and  not  for  actual  angling  requisites. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport  with  the  pike  has  been  improving  during  the  past 
few  days,  and  some  nice  bags  of  fish  have  been  obtained. 
On  Rockland  Broad  several  lots  of  fish,  eight  to  a  dozen  in 
a  bag,  have  been  caught.  The  fish  ranged  from  41b  to  8lb. 
in  most  instances.  Anglers,  as  well  as  fish,  have  been 
feeding  in  Norwich.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Norwich 
Angling  Club  was  held  on  Wednesday,  the  12(h  inst.,  at 
the  Bell  Hotel.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the  president, 
Mr.  C.  W.  Randall,  and  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members  and  friends.  On  Tuesday,  the  18bh,  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  East  Anglian  Piscatorial  Society  was  held  at 
the  Royal  Exchange,  Market-place,  Norwich.  The 
president,  Mr.  W.  J.  Farrow,  was  in  the  chair,  and  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  J.  J.  Rice,  W.  Batterbee,  W. 
Burrage,  C.  8.  Beak,  A.  J.  Rudd  (Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society),  P.  Tyrrel,  ard  numerous  other 
anglers.  The  evening  was  a  most  enjoyable  one,  several 
songs  being  contributed  by  various  members  and  friends. 
The  waters  of  the  district  are  in  fair  condition,  the  broads 
getting  in  very  good  order  lately. 

IFROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  Trent  ran  in  rapidly,  and  pike  fishers  have  been 
killing  some  very  good  fish  at  Shardlow,  Weston,  King's 
Mills,  Thrumpton,  Sawley,  Clifton,  Holme  Pierrepont, 
Kneeton,  and  Eelham.  One  from  the  last-named  waters 
weighed  91b..  and  one  from  Weston  (inner  pool)  scaled 
lO^ib.  On  Monday,  Mr.  H  Spray  and  friend  bad  a  brace 
of  161b.,  and  sport  generally  has  improved,  though  none  of 
the  specimens  landed  at  Shardlow  exceeded  5Jlb.  On 
Tuesday  rain  again  set  in,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the 
river  was  coming  on.  But  the  rise  did  not  threaten  to 
assume  serious  proportions,  so  that  Christmas  holiday 
enthusiasts  may  reasonably  look  forward  to  a  good  time. 
Baits  have  been  very  scarce,  and  strong,  resolute 
dace  are  realising  high  prices.  On  the  Sawley 
waters  Mr.  P.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Birks  creeled 
a  quantify  of  roach  and  other  fish  on  Saturday;  and  on 
those  above  Cavendish  Bridge  roach  and  chub  were 
laided  on  Tuesday  by  members  of  the  Wellington  Society. 
The  whole  of  the  fish,  excpting  the  chub,  were  got  with 
the  worm.  Bream  seem  off,  and  there  has  not  been  much 
doing  amongst  dace.  Whilst  live-baiting  at  Shardlow  on 
Tuesday  Mr.  A.  Sewell  ran  and  landed  a  perch  jost  over 
lib.  Moderate  begj  of  roach  have  been  shown  from 
Barton,  Attenborough,  Trent  Lock,  Clifton,  Wilford,  and 
Holme  Pierrepont.  These  fish  are  in  splendid  condition, 
and  they  take  the  tail-end  of  a  small  lobworm  more  ^eely 
than  any  other  bait. 


CONISTON  LAKE. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Kent,  Bela,  Leven,  and 
Duddon  Fishery  Board,  Messrs.  Bell,  Harrison,  and 
Mandol  laid  the  views  of  the  Coniston  indignation 
meeting  reported  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  F.  G.  before 
the  council.  It  was  decided  to  appoint  a  special  committee 
to  make  inquiries,  but  Mr.  John  Pell,  the  chairman  of  the 
Board,  in  a  letter  said  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  meet  the 
Coniston  Lake  deputation  as  to  the  licences  for  rods  ;  he 
was  inclined  to  thick  there  was  no  injustice  in  the 
5a.  licence,  and,  as  far  as  he  remembered  the  facts,  the 
licences  justified  that  view,  and  he  doubted  the  feasibility 
of  reducing  the  present  charge  or  of  granting  weekly 
licences.  The  following  officers  were  elected  :  Chairman, 
Mr.  John  Fell ;  auditor,  Mr.  Watson  ;  clerk,  Mr.  8.  H. 
Jackson  ;  and  Mr  Vic'or  Cavendish  consented  to  represent 
the  Board  at  the  Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  London. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  John  E.  Miller, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  chean 
exouTBion  bookings  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  Dec  22 
and  24,  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss, 
Woodbridgo,  Becoles,  Lowestoft.  Newmarket,  Cambridge, 
Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  Wells,  Norwich,  Cromer, 
Mundesley-on-Sea,  Yarmouth,  Spaloing,  Lincoln,  Eiwin- 
stowe,  Chesterfield,  Hull,  Sh.ffi^ld,  Huddersfield,  Man- 
chester, Liv»rpool,  York,  Le  da,  Scarboro',  Bradford, 
Wakefield,  &o.  Also  on  Dec.  21.  24,  and  28  cheap  book- 
ings to  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  &o. 
A  special  booking  office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool- 
street  station  from  Deo.  18  to  24,  for  the  issue  of  ordinary 
and  excursion  tickets  and  of  tourist,  fortnightly,  and 
Friday  to  Tuesday  tickets  to  the  seaside  for  use  on  for- 
ward dates  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  the  com- 
pany's West-end  offices,  51,  New  Oxford-street,  216,  Edg- 
ware-road,  2,  Cockspor-streot,  120,  Brompton-road,  and 
at  their  other  City  and  W^st-end  offices.  The  cheap 
Friday  to  Tuesdey  liikets  to  the  seaside,  issued  on 
Dec  21  and  22,  »il  also  be  available  for  return  on  the 
following  Wednesday.  The  cheap  Saturday  to  Monday 
tickets  to  the  conniry  stations,  iesued  on  Dec.  22,  will  also 
be  available  for  return  on  the  following  Tuesday  or 
Wednesday.  Additior^al  relieving  trains  will  be  run  on 
Dflc.  21,  22,  and  24  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c. 
Special  trains  will  be  run  on  Dec.  22,  at  8  10  a.m., 
to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  &c. ;  at  8  43  a.m., 
to  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich,  &o. ;  at 
7.12  p  m.,  to  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Dies,  Norwich,  &c. ;  ard  tn  Dec.  24  (midLight  traits),  at 
12.3,  to  Colchester  and  Clacton  ;  12  20,  to  Norwich  and 
Yarmouth  (via  Cambridge) ;  and  at  12.25.  to  Yarmouth 
ai  d  Lowestoft.  Also  at  12  35,  to  Bury  St.  Edmunds  and 
Norwich,  via  Ipswich.  On  Saturdays  a  supper  train  leaves 
Liverpool- street  at  12  8  (night)  for  Chelmsford,  Colchester, 
and  Olaoton-on-Sea.  On  Ohriitmas  Day,  at  6.8  a.m.,  to 
ChelmBford,  Colchester,  IpBwiob,  &o. ;  at  8  a.m.,  to 


Cambridge,  Newmarket,  Ely,  Lynn,  Wisbech.  Wells, 
Norwich,  &o  ;  and  at  8  55  a.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &o.  To  avoid  the  loss  and  dis- 
appointment which  frequently  occur  at  Chriatmaa  from 
hampers  and  parcels  being  delayed  or  not  delivered, 
through  being  illegibly  or  insufficiently  addrcBsed,  or  in 
consequence  of  the  labels  not  being  properly  attached,  the 
public  are  requested  to  take  oare  that  all  hampers  and 
parcels  are  clearly  and  accurately  addressed,  and  that  all 
labels  are  firmly  attached  to  them,  and,  as  an  additional 
precaution,  a  duplicate  address  should  be  placed  inside 
each  package  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young.  Patent  Agents,  65  and  66, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.O. 

21,452.  Mr.  Ardem  George  Hnlme  Beaman,  Olnb  de 
Constantinople,  Constantinople,  Turkey.  Im- 
provements in  or  connected  with  fi^h  hooks. 
897.  Fishing.  Patentee :  Mr.  W.  Stnallwood,  Lion 
Works,  Redditch,  Worcestershire.  Artificial 
Bait.  Metal  bait  of  the  Devon  type  are  fitted 
inside  with  wire  loops  in  the  form  of  a  Maltese^ 
cross,  to  which  the  line  and  tail  and  side  hooka 
are  attached.  The  fraying  of  the  gut  agaiaat 
the  side  slits  is  thus  prevented. 

15,456.  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  J.  G.  Lorrain,  Norfolk 
House,  Norfolk-street,  London,  W.C.  Reels 
and  winches,  rod.  Rolatea  to  a  reel  in  which 
the  line  drum  can  be  (1)  set  free  to  run  easily 
for  casting,  (2)  geared  to  a  hand-driving  crank, 
or  (3)  geared  to  a  spring  drum  to  automa- 
tically play  a  hooked  fish.  The  flanged  drum 
is  fixed  on  a  shaft,  one  end  of  which  is  fitted 
with  a  pinion  gearing  with  a  wheel  through 
which  the  axle  of  the  crank  slides. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniont 
expressed  by  our  Gorres'pondents.'] 

THE  DRESSINGS  OP  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  the  dressing  of  two  flies  I  came 
across  a  short  time  ago  in  California  and  known  there  as 
the  "  Grizly  King  "  and  the  "  Royal  Coachman." 

Having  seen  considerable  execution  done  with  these 
flies  away  back  in  the  Western  States  of  America,  I  am 
desirous  of  trying  them  next  season  on  some  of  our  English 
waters. 

Unfortunately  I  dropped  my_  fly-book,  containing  many 
sp-^cimens  of  Yankee  notions  ia  the  shape  of  flies,  over- 
board from  my  boat  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  and  my 
patterns  are  gone  for  ever.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
—Yours  truly,    RosiCRUciAN. 

EELS,  ON  LAND  AND  OTHERWISE  ! 
Dear  Sir, — Etls,  on  land  and  otherwise,  have  occupied 
a  prominent  position  in  the  columns  oiihe  Fishing  Gazette 
during  the  last  few  weeks,  aiid  perhaps  the  following 
incident  may  be  of  interest  to  readers  of  the  best  of  sport- 
ing papers. 

On  Monday,  Nov.  26,  I  was  spinning  for  pike  in  a 
reservoir  near  Birmiogbam,  when  I  hooked,  ran,  and 
landed  an  eel  of  Ijib.,  ho>  ked  in  the  tail.  I  was  noting  one 
of  Foster's  Kill  Devil  Devons,  and,  I  need  not  say,  was 
astounded  when  I  brongbt  the  fish  to  bank.  He  fought 
well,  and  gave  very  fair  sport  on  the  somewhat  light 
tackle  I  was  using. — Yours  truly,     Cybil  Ebsworth. 


Dear  Sir,— I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  reading 
the  letters  from  the  various  correspondents  ia  reference  to 
eels  travelling  on  land.  I  have  on  two  separate  ocoisions 
seen  them  on  grass  land  some  thirty  yards  away  from 
water.  About  forty  years  ago  my  brother  and  I  bad  been 
out  all  nignt  bobbing  for  eels,  and  we  had  had  very  good 
sport.  Just  as  day  was  breaking  we  packed  up,  and  were 
walking  across  some  grass  land,  when  we  came  across 
abaut  a  dozen  and  a  baif  eels,  ranging  from  6^z.  to  12oz. 
each,  which  we  quickly  transferred  to  our  boxes.  This 
happened  at  Nortbfleet,  in  Kent.  We  had  been  fishing 
the  water  that  flows  from  the  Bpriogs  at  Springhead,  where 
the  famous  watercress  grows,  and  the  eels  had  their  heads 
towards  a  ditch  which  had  staitnant  water  in  it,  with 
willow  trees  each  side.  They  appeared  as  if  they  were 
trav  lliog  from  the  spring  water  to  the  water  ia  the  ditob, 
as  their  heads  were  turned  that  way.  I  may  say  the  graBS 
was  heavy  with  dew,  so  that  it  would  be  no  trouble  for  eels 
to  wriggle  through  it. 

The  other  occasion  was  at  Ilford,  Essex.  The  eels 
appeared  aa  if  they  had  come  out  of  the  river  Rodiog,  and 
were  journeying  to  the  ditch  by  the  side  of  the  river  wall, 
some  sixty  to  seventy  yards  distant. — Yours  truly, 

_____  J.  Wright. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  not  written  before  on  this  subject, 
as  I  thought  correspondents  who  doubted  the  above  were 
trying  a  bit  of  bluff. 

It  is  as  well  kaown  that  eels  do  travel  over  land  from 
one  river  to  another,  or  to  a  pond,  as  that  salmon  migrate 
to  the  sea. 

I  have  seen  them  scores  of  times  when  I  have  beenwalk- 
iog  home  from  fishing. 

1  am  not  surprised  at  correspondents  not  signing  their 
names  when  they  write  on  matters  they  evidently  do  not 
nnderitaod.   I  have  never  actually  seen  eels  feeding  on 
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worms  that  come  to  the  surface  of  the  gronnd  in  wet 
weather,  but  I  have  been  told  by  the  river-keepers  that 
they  have  seen  them  actually  in  the  act  of  swallowing 
worms;  but  I  have  seen  a  lot  of  eels,  nnmbering,  perhaps, 
a  couple  of  hundred,  squirming  along  throuah  the  grass. 
For  the  information  of  your  correspondent,  "  Keeldar,"  he 
win  find  the  word  squirm  in  any  uti-to-date  dictionary, 
which  means,  to  twist  and  struggle — Tcurs  truly, 

William  Hearder. 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS.  &c. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  "  Devonian,"  in  his  report  on 
Devonshire  streams  in  the  Gazette  of  15th  mst.,  saya, 
"  I  think  most  fishery  boards  have  a  length  limit  for  trout. " 
Perhaps  some  boards  of  conservators  may  have  greater 
powers  than  others,  but  I  can  speak  of  one  from  personal 
knowledge  of  the  facts.  I  need  not  name  the  board,  but 
the  facts  are  these.  Some  years  ago.  owing  to  complaints 
made  of  the  unmitigated  slaughter  of  undersized  trout  in 
the  streams^  over  which  their  jurisdiction  extended,  the 
board  to  which  I  refer  put  a  notice  on  their  licences  that 
all  trout  below  a  certain  measurement  must  be  returned 
to  the  water.  The  Board  of  Trade  informed  them  that 
such  notice  was  illegal,  and  that  no  condition  must  be 
printed  on  the  licence.  On  further  inquiry,  they  found 
that  they  had  no  power  to  make  any  rules  as  to  size  of 
fish,  baits,  or,  in  fact,  any  power  at  all  respecting  trout 
beyond  fixing  the  close  time  and  prohibiting  netting.  The 
result  in  this  case  was  the  formation  of  a  fishing  associa- 
tion, which,  having  been  granted  the  fishing  rights  by 
nearly  all  the  riparian  owners  on  the  principal  rivers 
in  the  conservators'  district,  were  enabled  to  make  their 
own  regulations  and  byelaws,  and  they  have  now  been 
working  for  some  years  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  and 
in  perfect  concord  with  the  board.  One  great  advantage 
is  that  they  are  able,  by  restricting  their  issue  of  tickets, 
to  prevent  the  over-fishing  that  was  becoming  very 
prevalent.  The  conserffators  could  not  put  any  limit  on 
the  number  of  licences  to  be  granted. 

Eels  and  Snakes. 

May  I  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  correspondence  that 
has  appeared  on  the  snbjpct  of  "  Senex's  "  letter  ?  First 
of  all,  I  would  beg  to  thank  "  H.  8."  for  hie  very  courteous 
reference  to  my  former  letter.  As  no  notice  has  been 
taken  by  "  Senex,"  it  would  appear  evident  that  he  took 
the  joke  as  intended. 

There  is  further  evidence  from  different  correspondents 
as  to  the  fact  of  eels  travelling  on  land  (by  the  bye  I  did 
not  say  they  fed  there) ;  but  I  suppose  Izaak  Walton 
Foster  will  still  remain  sceptical  of  the  fact,  as  he 
requires  "  better  evidence  than  the  correspondence,  which 
is  many  years  old,  both  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the 
Field."  As  he  also  states  as  a  reason  for  his  scepticism 
that  neither  he  nor  his  father  have  ever  seen  such  an 
occurrence,  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only 
evidence  he  would  accept  would  be  his  own  personal 
experience. 

At  the  risk  of  being  held  unduly  credulous,  I  plead 
guilty  to  being  ready  to  accept  the  evidence  of  competent 
observers  on  facts  out  of  the  common  in  natural  history, 
and  I  think  the  thanks  of  the  community  are  due  to  those 
who  make  mention  of  such  that  have  come  under  their 
notice. 

Mr._  Foster's  reference  to  the  cuckoo  and  the  toad  as 
cases  in  point  for  his  unbelief  contrasts  with  my  credulity. 
I  have  been  ready  to  accept  the  fact  as  stated  in  corre- 
spondence, that  the  cuckoo  has  been  seen  to  take  her 
own  egg  in  her  beak  and  place  it  in  a  nest  that  would  be 
too  small  for  her  to  lay  it  in — a  hasty  observer  might  very 
well  conclude  that  she  was  "  sucking  it."  The  toad  at 
times  exudes  from  its  skin  a  secretion  that  I  have  known 
to  cause  very  great  irritation,  almost  amounting  to  blisters 
on  the  hand  of  a  person  who  had  picked  one  up,  and 
donbtlees  many  of  your  readers  besides  myself  have  seen  a 
dog  very  sorry  for  himself  who  had  taken  one  in  his 
mouth — a  hasty  observer  might  think  it  was  a  venomous 
bite  that  was  the  cause. 

As  to  the  evidence,  I  am  reminded  of  an  old  "  chestnut " 
about  a  man  who,  being  charged  with  some  offence  on  the 
evidence  of  two  eye-witnesses,  offered  to  produce  at  least 
fifty  who  did  not  see  him  commit  it.  Mr.  Foster  would, 
perhaps,  have  held  him  "  not  guilty."— Yours  faithfully, 
A  White-headed  Novice. 

MORE  LIGHT  ON  TRANSPLANTING  FISH  ON 
THE  DON.  &c. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  having  been  called  to  a  letter 
in  your  issue  of  Dec.  8  as  a  reply  to  my  letter  in  the 
Aberdeen  Journal  of  Oct.  2.5  (a  copy  of  which  I  inclose), 
and  a  more  lame  attempt  as  a  rejoinder  after  six  weeks' 
cogitation  it  has  not  been  my  lot  to  read  for  a  long  time. 

What  I  stated  then  were  irrefutable  facte,  all  of  which 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  substantiate  in  any  court  of  justice 
should  the  occasion  arise. 

"  W.  W."  is  quite  right  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that 
mv  letter  was  a  direct  attack  on  the  inspector  and  his 
officials,  and  I  certainly  would  be  the  last  man  to  put  him 
off  his  opinion  regarding  that  matter,  as  my  letter  was 
written  from  a  purely  humane  point  of  view,  and  quite 
free  of  any  bias  whatever. 

It  is  only  too  apparent  that  my  friend  "  W.  W."  must 
have  been  looking  through  a  pair  of  very  dim  spectacles 
indeed,  for  I  may  here  state  that  two  police  constables  and 
another  private  party  had  ocular  demonstration  to  that 
part  of  the  tragedy  enacted  at  Grandholm  House  Pool. 

About  having  only  seen  one  fish  sick  is  too  contemptible 
altogether  in  the  face  of  the  number  of  dead  fish  taken 
out  of  the  pool  that  night  and  the  cartload  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  to  say  nothing  of  the  number  that  was  said  to 
have  been  sniggered  during  the  night,  judgirg  from  the 
illegal  engines  found  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

As  to  my  day's  permission  in  the  Sanch  Pool,  I  admit 


the  soft  impeachment  about  having  taken  with  a  2Jin. 
clear  Devon  the  number  as  stated  (the  pool  was  actually 
teeming  with  fish),  only  three  of  which  were  taken  by  the 
month. 

And  now,  perhaps,  my  friend  "  W.  W. "  will  be  as 
candid,  and  state  (I  give  him  other  six  weeks  to  do  so)  the 
method  in  which  a  much  larger  number  were  taken  daily 
much  nearer  the  mouth  of  the  Don  than  the  noted  Sauch 
Pool  is  to  the  German  Ocean. 

I  am  also  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  fish  have  been 
transferred  from  the  Sauch  Pool,  but  of  the  results  of 
some  of  these  occasiora— well,  the  less  said  soonest 
mended. 

At  the  same  time,  when  the  operation  was  last  accom- 
plished _  I  was  very  pleased  indeed  that  some  of  my 
suggestions  were  called  into  requisition  with  good  results, 
and  that  the  fish  were  much  more  carefully  handled. 

James  A.  Horton  (Chemist). 

Bucksburn,  Aberdeen,  Dec.  17. 

[This  correspondence  is  getting  interesting.  In  our 
issue  for  Dec.  8  "  W.  W.  "  plainly  charged  Mr.  James 
Horton  with  taking  fish  which  had  been  foul-hooked,  or, 
at  any  rate,  with  "landing  them."  In  his  letter  in  our 
to-day's  issue,  Mr.  Horton  candidly  admits  only  three  of 
the  fish  taken  by  him  were  hooked  in  the  mouth. — Ed.] 

THE  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir, — There  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  misunder- 
standing respectiog  the  objects  and  aims  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
It  is_  supposed  by  many  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  sea 
angling  sporting  society  for  getting  and  giving  information 
and  cheaper  rates  from  hotels,  railways,  &c.  Such  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  its  objects.  The  other  is  the  improve- 
ment and  preservation  of  sea  fisheries  of  this  country, 
and  no  better  proof  of  this  latter  object  can  be  given  than 
the  admirable  paper  given  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
society  (Restaurant  Frascati)  on  Dec.  12  by  Mr.  Church- 
ward upon  trawling  and  the  difcussion  that  followed. 
Majjy  of  the  deductions  brought  forward  by  him  do  not 
fit  in  with  my  ideas,  but  that  does  not  take  from  him  the 
great  merit  that  is  his  due  for  such  a  carefully  prepared 
paper  and  its  very  happy  rendering. 

There  is  a  great  lack  of  interest  shown  by  the  general 
public  in  the  gradual,  but  sure,  diminution  in  the  fishes 
round  our  coasts.  This  is  proved  first  by  the  distance 
trawlers  have  to  go  to  get  fish,  and  secondly  by  the  gradual 
increase  in  the  price.  If  the  public  would  arouse  them- 
selves in  this  matter  and  see  in  the  near  future  a  much 
greater  rise  in  the  price  of  this  most  indispensable  article 
of  food  our  legislators  would  have  to  bestir  themselves  and 
do  something  to  improve  and  benefit  the  fisheries. 

The  B.S.A.S.  is  doing  its  best  to  get  up  such  an  interest, 
and  one  of  its  methods  is  by  lectures  and  discussions,  and 
it  should  be  thoroughly  understood  that  this  society  has 
two  main  objects — improvement  and  protection  of  our 
fisheries  and  sport — business  and  pleasure,  the  one  assisting 
the  other.— Yours  truly,  T.  B.  Bates. 

DO  BARBEL  TAKE  CHEESE  IN  THE  THAMES  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  answer  yes.  Several  times  when  I  have 
been  chub  fishing  I  have  hooked  and  landed  barbel — the 
best  fish  near  Windsor.  I  have  also  caught,  both  in  the 
Lea  and  Thames,  trout,  carp,  and  on  one  occasion  a  31b. 
eel.  With  the  softest  and  strongest  smelling  cheese  I  can 
get  I  work  up  with  about  the  same  amount  of  crumb  of 
bread,  not  made  too  stiff  or  the  cheese  hardens  in  the 
water,  making  it  difficult  to  hook  one's  fish.— Yours  truly, 
  F.  Malcom. 

RED  EYES  OF  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— In  the  article  by  "  S.  S.,"  "  An  Affair  of 
Inexperience,"  he  sajs,  "  Its  eyes,  red  as  the  autumn 
leaves  on  which  it  lay,  gl?amed  a  sullen  defiance" 

So  far  as  I  have  noticed,  the  colour  of  the  eyes  "  of  this 
depraved  tyrant,"  Mr.  Pike,  is  no  more  like  the  red  of 
autumn  leaves  than  a  cat's  eye  is  like  that  of  a  cow. 

Hoping  that  the  eyes  of  this  particular  pike  were  not  red 
with  weeping,— I  am,  &c..  An  Old  Pikeist. 

PIKE  FISHING  AT  POTTER  HEIGHAM. 
Sir, — I  herewith  inclose  to  you  a  list  of  yesterday's 
catch.  The  fish  seem  to  be  on  the  feed  just  now.  I  have 
had  _  on  several  days  plenty  of  fish,  but  nothing  any 
particular  size.  On  Dec.  15,  1900,  fourteen  runs,  eight 
fish,  one  pike  weighing  just  over  181b. ;  also  another  of 
5Jlb.  The  181b.  pike  was  3ft.  4in.  long,  and  19in.  in  girth, 
caught  by  Mr.  K.  L.  Hntton. — Yours  truly, 

Geo.  Applbgate,  Jun. 
Rose  Cottage,  Potter  Heigham, 
Dec.  16.   

A  FINE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— On  Saturday  afternoon,  Deo.  15,  on  a 
small  lake  near  here,  I  killed  a  pike  of  29ilb.  (length, 
47iin. ;  girth,  21Jin.),  and  Mr.  Fred  Lewin,  one  of  21  Jib. 
(43in.  by  21in.).  The  record  of  these  two  good  fish, 
hooked  within  an  hour  of  one  another,  may  be  of  interest. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Glenhest. 

Tuam,  00.  Galway.   

CHUB  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  reader  of  the 
Gazette  can  furnish  me  with  a  recipe  for  preparing  a  good 
paste  for  chub  fishing  through  the  medium  of  your  valued 
paper. — Yours,  &c..  Constant. 

[We  hope  some  chub  angler  will  reply  to  this.  Plain 
bread  paste  into  which  a  little  cotton  wool  has  been 
worked  and  some  old  strong  cheese  also  is  a  good  bait. 
Paste  can  also  be  made  with  flour  as  for  pastry,  and  if  a 
little  cotton  wool  is  worked  up  with  it  it  will  keep  on  the 
hook  well  and  yet  not  be  too  hard  to  prevent  the  hook 


catching  in  the_  fish  when  you  strike.  An  excellent  bait 
for  chub  is  ordinary  boiled  macaroni.  Cut  the  bits  in 
lengths  of  an  inch  or  so.  To  bait  the  bit  of  tube  the  best 
way  is  to  use  a  spring  catch  swivel  at  end  of  the  gut,  have 
a  small  triangle  on  a  length  of  stained  gut  with  loop  at 
upper  end,  push  the  loop  through  the  macaroni,  and  slip 
it  on  to  the  swivel,  then  the  bit  of  tube  will  rest  on  the 
bends  of  the  triangle.  Throw  in  some  bits  of  macaroni 
as  ground-bait,  and  let  your  fishing  be  done  as  far  away 
from  the  fish  as  you  can,  by  letting  the  float  go  down 
with  the  stream  in  the  Nottingham  style.— Ed.] 

THE  SHANNON  FISHERIES  AND  HATCHERIES. 

Dear  Sir,— On  my  return  home  to  Killaloe  a  few  days 
ago  after  a  month's  sojourn  in  Dublin,  I  was  grieved  [to 
find  that  the  Limerick  Board  of  Conservators  had  ap- 
pointed only  two  water  bailiffs  to  watch  the  numerous 
precious  spawning  tributaries  in  this  division  of  the 
glorious  Shannon.  The  board  should  have  told  off  four  or 
five  additional  bailiffs  if  the  fish  are  to  be  even  partially 
protected.  During  the  five  years  that  I  had  been  a 
member  of  the  conservancy  board  I  always  insisted  that 
six  men  should  be  put  on  here  at  Killaloe  from  Oct.  31  to 
Jan.  31 ;  indeed  longer,  say,  until  the  spawned  salmon  had 
passed  down  seawards.  At  the  present  time,  and  up  to 
after  Christmas,  all  of  the  small  rivers  will  be  stocked  with 
breeding  fish,  but  few  of  them  will  revisit  the  main  river 
ag;ain,  because  they  will  be  made  away  with  by  rascally 
poachers  ;  as  it  is,  many  hundreds  of  both  salmon  and 
trout  have  paid  the  penalty.  What  a  shame  !  Pity  that 
the  fish  resources  of  Ireland's  most  magnificent  salmon 
rivers  could  not  be  more  beneficially  utilised  !  And  yet  in 
the  face  of  the  terrible  destruction  of  the  parent  fish  in  the 
close  season,  and  the  slaughter  of  fry  during  spring  and 
summer,  we  have  to  listen  to  certain  members  of  the 
Limerick  Board  babbling  about  hatcheries.  In  the 
Londf  n  Times  of  the  4th  there  appeared  a  very  exhaustive 
letter  on  the  subject  of  hatcheries,  written  by  an  Irish 
gentleman  residing  in  London  (Mr.  Henry  Ffennell),  a 
well-known  authority  on  the  Irish  salmon  question,  in 
which  he  says : 

"No  doubt  I  shall  be  told  that  artificial  hatching  and 
rearing  of  young  salmon  is  now  better  understood  than  it 
was  in  Mr.  Ashworth's  time,  and  that  the  baby  fish  will 
be  kept  in  confinement  until  they  have  grown  to  an  age 
when  they  will  be  better  able  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
that  hatcheries  will  be  placed  at  more  suitable  places,  &c. 
This  may  allbe  very  true  ;  but  1  venture  to  express  the  fear 
that  this  scheme  for  resuscitating  the  Irish  salmon  fisheries 
is  likely  to  result  in  dire  disappointment,  and  I  believe 
much  greater  assistance  wouM  be  rendered  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  industry  if  measures  were  taken  (among  other 
things)  to  restrict  or  abolish  netting,  and  provision  made 
to  ensure  the  better  stocking  of  the  natural  spawning 
beds,  and  the  protection  of  the  parent  fish  during  the 
close  season." 

Hurrah !  After  this  pronouncement  I  trust  we  shall 
bear  no  more  about  hatcheries  on  the  Shannon. 

Kindly  allow  me  to  add  that  by  their  insatiable  greed 
many  of  the  net  monopolists  in  the  estuary  and  near 
Limerick  have  well  nigh  ruined  the  Shannon  fisheries,  and 
they  now  want  to  try  what  virtue  there.is  in  hatcheries. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe. 


THE  COST  OF  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  Mr.  E 
Webster  asks  :  "  Does  Mr.  P.  Taylor  not  draw  things  a 
little  mild  when  he  says  he  can  get  a  fortnight's  fishing  for 
£5  ?  "  How  does  Mr.  Webster  fancy  this.  Board  and 
lodging,  and  fishing  in  three  burns  and  two  lochs,  and  train 
fare  to  the  West  Highlands,  near  Oban,  for  25s.  (sea  trout 
in  two  of  the  burns).  On  one  loch  two  of  us  had  seventy 
trout,  about  three  to  a  lb. ;  sea  trout,  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb. 
If  Mr.  Webster  cares,  he  might  write  me,  and  I  will  give 
him  some  information. — Yours  truly,        D.  Shearer. 

36,  Paterson-streot,  Motherwell.  ^ 

A  GOOD  BEGINNING  OF  THE  PIKE  FISHING 
SEASON. 

Dear  Sir, — Thinking  it  would  be  interesting  to  many 
of  my  brother  anglers  in  London,  I  herewith  send  you  a 
few  of  my  takes  of  pike  since  my  commencing  on  Nov.  1 : 
81b.,  9ilb.,  71h.,  121b.  13oz  ,  161b.  2oz.,  211b.  4oz.  (caught 
Deo.  12),  161b.  9oz.  (caught  Deo.  15).— Yours  truly, 

W.  J.  Crisp. 

St.  Athelstan,  Oalverton-road, 
Stony  Stratford,  Bucks. 

HOW  TO  KEEP  LIVE  BAIT  FROM  DISEASE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  the 
following  information  :  My  live  baits  for  pike  fishing  I 
keep  in  a  tub  of  water,  changing  the  water  two  or  three 
times  a  week  ;  a  fungus  kind  cf  disease  appears  upon  them 
causing  them  to  sicken  and  die.  Do  you  know  how  to 
prevent  this  ?— Yours  faithfully,         G.  P.  Burslem. 

[Fish  kept  in  confinement  are  very  subject  to  disease, 
especially  if  there  are  no  water  plants  and  snails  to  keep 
the  water  healthy.  Hard  water  seems  to  promote  fungus 
growths.  Mr.  Burslem  might  try  keeping  the  live  baits 
in  an  open  zinc  bath  with  a  hole  in  the  side  6in.  from 
the  top,  and  let  water  drip  from  a  tap  into  the  bath  and 
run  cut  of  the  bole.  If  the  fish  are  quite  healthy  to  begin 
with  they  will  live  a  long  time  in  the  bath  with  hole  in 
side.  They  must  not  be  overcrowded  of  course.  Should 
be  fed  sparingly  with  ant  eggs.  A  bit  of  wire  across  the 
bole  will  prevent  the  fifh  goirg  through. — Ed  ] 
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MAY  FLIES. 


The  common  impression  is  that  May  and  the 
early  days  of  June  are  the  days  for  the  May  Fly. 
Quite  a  delusion.  The  present  is  the  most 
important  time  of  year  for  this  fly,  for  in  the 
winter  months  the  wing  harvest  is  reaped  from 
the  various  ducks  which  supply  the  May  Fly 
dresser.  Not  in  the  common  markets  are  the 
Egyptian  goose,  Rouen  drake,  and  summer  or 
Canadian  wood  d\ick  feathers  to  be  had.  These 
are  the  aristocracy  of  May  Fly  feathers,  and  are 
costly  accordingly,  and  only  to  he  had  through 
dealers  or  by  favour.  It  is  my  purpose  to  say  a 
few  words  on  the  humbler  feathers  which  are 
within  the  reach  of  most  anglers — those  of  the 
wild  duck  or  mallard  and  his  congeners. 

Let  us  stroll  round  Leadenhall  Market  and  see 
what  it  has  to  offer  us.  Here  is  a  mallard  in 
first-rate  plumage,  the  breast  feathers  short, 
glossy,  close,  and  sturdy.  Some  about  the  neck 
are  small  enough  to  dress  the  smallest  of  Mays 
on  short  No.  2,  wbile  "with  some  of  the  lower 
feathers  a  long  No.  6  can  easily  be  winged.  No 
tame  bird  will  yield  you  such  splendid  toughness 
and  cohesiveness  of  feather.  Th^se  are  for  floaters 


But  along  the  flanks  under  and  over  the  wing  you 
will  see  feathers  well  adapted  for  hackling  large 
May  Flies.  The  wing  covert  feathers  known  as 
brown  mallard  are  gone.  Tou  will  never  find 
them  in  a  market  bird.  Grey,  almost  white,  are 
the  breast  feathers  we  get  from  this  bird.  None 
but  the  lighter  shades  of  colour  can  well  be 
obtained  with  his  feathers,  except  by  a  professional 
dyer.  For  the  darker  shades  let  us  look  further 
along.  Here  is  the  very  thing— a  row  of  ducks 
of  mixed  and  broken  plumage,  with  much  white 
on  their  bodies,  but  with  parti-coloured  breasts, 
some  a  pale  blue  grey,  others  darker  and  darker, 
almost  to  black,  but  none  uniform  in  colour. 
Let  us  have  down  that  dark-breasted  bird  with 
white  belly,  and  turn  up  his  feathers.  See  what  a 
lovely  brown  rust  at  the  points  of  his  dark,  smoky- 
blue  feathers.  Pluck  one,  and  hold  it  to  the  light. 
What  translucency  combined  with  closeness  of 
web !  This  feather  dyed  green  or  yellow  olive  will 
make  you  the  most  matchless  May  Fly  wing  of  a 
dark  kind  that  can  be  found.  When  it  comes 
trotting  down  the  stream  among  the  natural 
drakes,  you  will  hardly  be  able  to  pick  out  which 
is  your  fly  and  which  the  natural  insect  at  a  little 
distance.  Let  us  bag  this  chap,  and  pick  out 
another,  half  way  between  the  plain  mallard  and 
the  dark-breasted  bird  we  have  bought.  This, 
with  the  dun  breast,  with  golden  points,  is 
admirable.  This  will  equip  us  with  a  series  of 
light,  dark,  medium  coloured  May  Fly  wings, 
which  will  take  a  deal  of  beating.  What  are  these 
birds  of  broken  colours  ?  The  salesman  will  tell 
you  they  are  decoy  ducks,  half-bred  by  wild  drake 
on  tame  duck.  Be  careful  to  see  that  you  get 
male  birds  always,  as  the  feathers  of  the 'female 
are  not  worth  the  picking.  If  you  want  a  larger 
selection  of  colour  there  before  you  is  the  whole 
gamut,  and  you  can  spend  what  you  like  on 
them. 

But  most  anglers  will  find  the  three  birds  we 
have  chosen  enough,  so  far  as  the  mallard  is 
concerned.  Let  us  pick  up  a  teal  or  widgeon  for 
its  barred  feathers,  and  be  off.  It  is  too  early 
yet  for  good  hackles.  The  teal  or  widgeon  barred 
feathers  dyed  yellow  or  green  olive  makes  a  most 
effective  wing.  It  must  be  cut,  as  it  does  not 
naturally  shape  well.  For  shape  and  quality  in 
floaters  there  is  nothing  to  match  the  sinall 
feathers  from  the  neck  of  the  wild  mallard  just 
below  the  brown.  They  can  be  used  uncut  on 
quite  small  hooks,  and  are  of  the  most  admirable 
toughness  and  cohesion.  Pity  it  is  that  something 
of  this  must  be  sacrificed  in  the  dyeing.  If  only 
they  could  be  dyed  with  the  natural  grease  intact. 

It  will  pay  to  tie  a  few  floaters  with  undyed 
feathers ;  there  are  times  when  they  will  kill  and 
no  other  wing  will.  There  is  nothing  more 
incomprehensible — nothing  less  understood  than 
the  faddiness  of  trout  over  the  colour  and  size  of 
Mayfly  wings.  One  hour  they  are  all  for  white, 
another  for  green,  or  black,  or  dark  olive,  or 
yellow,  or  a  harsh,  staring,  violent  green.  One 
day  they  require  midgets ;  another  day  nothing 
will  satisfy  them  but  the  largest  summer  duck. 

Val  Conson. 


THE  MONKEY. 


Many  men,  many  minds,  and  as  long  as  there 
are  two  men  in  the  world  there  will  be  some 
difference  of  opinion  between  them,  and  they  will 
agree  to  differ  or  the  reverse,  as  the  case  may  be. 
At  least  it  was  so  at  the  beginning,  according  to 
all  authorities,  ancient  and  modern,  and  it  is 
likely  to  be  so  to  the  end.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
other  sport  outside  angling  where  men  may 
happily  hold  such  a  vast  range  of  differences  of 
opinion,  and  yet  retain  a  fair  respect  otherwise 
for  each  other,  as  among  the  disciples  of  the 
gentle  art  and  followers  of  old  Isaak.  It  was  not 
always  so.  Some  twenty  years  back,  for  instance, 
when  the  minnow  boom  came  upon  the  old  school 
of  anglers,  who  believed  in  nothing  but  the  fly, 
there  were  many  old  friends  who  looked  askance  at 
each  other  whentheinnovation  came  between  them, 
and  whose  social  relations  became  very  straitened 
in  consequence,  and  were  years  before  they  came 
right  with  each  other.  "  Poacher  "  was  no  un- 
common epithet  to  hurl  at  the  man  with  the 
spinning  rod  and  the  minnow  can,  although  to  do 
so  now  would  land  in  an  action  of  damages. 

We  remember  witnessing  a  scene  on  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee  between  two  otherwise  good 


sportsmen  and  gentlemen,  which  shows  to  what  a 
length  matters  were  at  that  time  allowed  to  go 
over  the  respective  merits  of  the  fly  versus 
minnow  discussion.  The  one  was  an  ardent 
disciple  of  the  then  orthodox  school,  and  hated 
with  the  deepest  hatred  the  very  mention  of 
spinning  lures.  His  neighbour  on  the  north  side 
was  not  so  fastidious.  Provided  he  kept  within 
the  bounds  of  propriety  and  fished  in  propria 
forma  he  was  not  particular  otherwise  so  long 
as  he  continued  to  get  fish.  They  were  on 
visiting  terms  for  years,  but  over  this  matter 
the  courtesies  of  life  were  rudely  suspended, 
chiefly  on  the  initiative  of  the  votary  to  the  fly 
and  the  fly  alone.  They  stopped  recognising 
each  other  at  the  waterside,  and  they  actually 
began  to  fish  in  front  of  each  other,  and  so  fish 
each  other's  water,  although  from  their  own 
respective  sides.  One  day  the  minnower  stuck 
fast  in  the  fly-fisher's  bank— a  rather  suspicious 
and  somewhat  irritating  thing  to  do  on  such  a 
stream  as  the  Dee.  It  can  only  be  done  in  a 
small  water,  or  at  other  times  with  dexterous 
throwing.  But  there  he  was,  stuck  fast  within  a 
yard  or  so  of  the  other's  foot.  The  gillie,  unfor- 
tunately, was  not  at  hand'.  It  was  only  politeness 
in  the  one  to  either  relieve  the  other  or  send  his 
man  to  do  so ;  but  he  took  no  notice,  and  by  a 
sign  forbade  his  man  to  do  so.  Then  the  angler 
in  distress  appealed  across  the  water  for  relief, 
when  back  came  the  rejoinder,  "  Tou  have  no 
business  sticking  your  (blank)  minnow  m  my 
bank.  Come  over  and  relieve  it  yourself."  And 
he  had  ultimately  to  break  or  cut  his  line,  being 
otherwise  helpless  to  free  himself  as  he  was  then 
situated. 

After  this  matters  toned  down,  and  for  years 
now  the  man  with  the  minnow  can  is  not  only 
tolerated,  but  many  who  looked  with  disfavour 
at  first  on  the  spinning  lure  as  being  unsports- 
manlike for  salmon  have  taken  to  it,  and  have 
learned  that  at  times  when  the  river  is  all  out  of 
it  for  the  fly  that  the  minnow  may  be  confidently 
called  in  to  secure  the  needed  rise  and  fill  up  a 
blank.  But  there  is  just  a  danger  of  the  swing 
of  the  pendulum  going  too  far  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  this  is  the  present  state  of 
matters  on  many  salmon  rivers  in  Scotland,  and 
especially  during  the  autumn,  when  there  is  a 
heavy  run  of  fish  in  the  pools  and  small  waters  to 
prevent  their  getting  up.  If  the  lure  is  within 
the  legal  line  the  angler  (?)  thinks  he  is  all  right, 
no  matter  how  or  in  what  manner  his  fish  comes 
ashore.  The  Don  is  particularly  notorious  in  this 
respect,  and  last  autumn  the  scenes  witnessed  on 
miles  and  miles  of  the  lower  reaches  were  simply 
disgusting.  The  favourite  lure  used  is  not  a 
"  snigger  "  pure  and  simple,  but  it  is  very  little 
short  of  it.  It  is  a  bright  metal  Devon,  from  2  A 
to  3i  inches  in  length,  leaded,  and  fixed  with 
triangles  six  times  too  big  for  legal  fishing.  It 
is  termed  "the  monkey,"  and,  we  regret  to 
write  it,  is  not  confined  to  the  pot  -  hunter 
alone.  Seldom  is  a  fish  got  by  the  mouth, 
but  more  often  by  the  side,  belly,  or 
tail  !  A  spin  across  the  pool,  where  the  fish  are 
known  to  lie  thickest,  a  quick  reel-in,  to  make 
it  come  in  jerks,  a  stop— something  is  struck,  and 
the  signal  goes  forth  by  the  tearing  and  plunging 
in  the  water  that  a  fish  is  on.  It  gets  little  law, 
and  after  a  few  ineffective  struggles  it  is  reeled  in 
by  the  side  !  But  how  many  fish  are  struck  that 
are  not  reeled  in  ?  They  escape  with  mangled 
bodies,  which  tell  the  tale  to  others  farther  inland, 
and  last  autumn  three  out  of  every  four  fish  got 
on  the  upper  waters  were  scarred  and  marked, 
and  torn  with  the  triangles  of  the  innumerable 
"monkeys"  met  with  below,  and  showed  how 
barely  they  had  escaped.  To  the  credit  of  such 
anglers  as  Professor  Cash,  who  returns  all  fish  not 
caught  by  the  mouth,  and  to  the  credit  of  other 
anglers,  like  Mr.  Beattie,  who  left  the  water 
rather  than  be  among  the  crows,  it  should  be 
stated  that  there  are  still  some  anglers  on  the 
Don  with  a  grain  of  self  respect;  but  there  are 
others  whose  tactics  are  sadly  needing  some 
drastic  measm-e  or  measures  to  teach  them  to  be 
sportsmen  and  gentlemen,  which  they  are  not 
when  patrons  of  the  "  monkey."  It  may  not  be 
necessary  to  revert  to  the  fly  and  fly  alone,  but 
all  fish  taken  with  leaded  spinning  baits,  six 
times  too  big,  should  be  declared  to  be  taken 
illegally,  and  all  such  persons  using  them  should 
be  warned  off  the  river  or  mulcted  in  the  Sheriff 
Court.  M. 
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A  LUCKY  MISS. 


A  SPECIAL  amount  of  cussedness  not  in- 
frequently attaches  to  steamer  connection  on  the 
coast  of  Norway,  which  is  apt  to  induce  friction 
and  loss  of  temper ;  but  the  results  of  missing  a 
boat  are  not  invariably  bad,  and  of  this  we 
recently  had  an  experience  in  point.  On  arriving 
late  one  afternoon  at  a  certain  spot  by  the  mail 
steamer  we  found  that  a  change  had  been  made 
in  the  route  of  the  one  we  had|intended  taking,  and 
that  instead  of  two  hours  we  would  have  two  nights 
to  wait — the  alternative  being  a  long  and  tiresome 
journey  by  land  over  bad  roads.  While  hanging 
about  the  little  hostelry  where  we  had  perforce 
to  put  up,  abusing  our  luck  and  steamers  generally, 
a  "  trille,"  drawn  by  a  pair  of  fine  ponies,  appeared 
tearing  down  the  road  at  a  pace  rarely  indulged  in 
in  Norway,  and  from  it  in  due  time  there 
descended  a  sportsman  armed  to  the  teeth  with 
fishing  gear,  waterproofs,  and  so  on.  Immediately 
there  arose  a  great  commotion.  The  landlord,  a 
person  of  seafaring  aspect ;  his  wife,  a  lady  of 
commanding  presence ;  eight  or  ten  children  of 
various  sizes ;  and  three  or  four  servant  girls 
rushed  forth  to  welcome  the  new  arrival.  Dogs 
in  a  state  of  frantic  excitement  emerged  from 
sundry  outhouses,  and,  highly  indignant  at  the 
conduct  of  these  faithful  animals,  sundry  oows, 
abandoning  for  the  time  being  their  native  dignity 
of  demeanour,  dashed  wildly  in  pursuit.  To  judge 
from  the  warmth  of  the  welcome  accorded  him, 
the  traveller  was  evidently  a  popular  individual 
with  the  household ;  and  in  a  few  seconds,  greatly 
to  our  surprise,  we  found  ourselves  being  violently 
embraced  by  that  worthy  Norskman.  He  turned 
out  to  be  an  old  shooting  pal,  a  "  Kammerherr," 
the  owner  of  vast  tracts  of  forest,  a  keen  sports- 
man, and  as  pleasant  a  companion  as  man  could 
desire.  Bird  shooting  over  English-bred  setters 
had  been  his/oj'ie  ;  but  the  new  Game  Law  having 
knocked  that  effectually  on  the  head,  he  had 
taken  to  fishing  for  the  time  being. 

The  "  Kammerherr "  was  in  great  form.  A 
large  assortment  of  salmon  flies  was  disposed 
round  his  wideawake,  his  rod  was  smashed,  and 
as  soon  as  he  had  got  over  his  expressions  of  joy 
at  our  meeting,  he  proceeded,  with  much  gesture 
and  eloquence,  to  explain  to  an  admiring 
audience  (which  consisted  of  every  human 
being  in  the  place),  the  causes  of  the  disaster, 
and  to  give  the  history  of  the  capture  of  a  fine 
salmon  of  281b.  which  reposed  at  the  bottom  of 
his  vehicle.  Put  briefly,  an  unfortunate  "  jamb  " 
of  the  reel  seemed  to  have  occurred  while  the 
would-be  successor  of  the  captured  "  f  ush  "  was 
being  played,  and  "  grief  "  had  promptly  ensued, 
the  sportsman  being  left  lamenting.  Never  at 
any  time  in  want  of  something  to  talk  about,  our 
friend  was  on  this  occasion  brim-fuU  of  conversa- 
tion, and  at  dinner,  which  quickly  made  its 
appearance,  what  with  cursing  the  party  poli- 
ticians who  had  robbed  him  of  his  favourite 
sport,  describing  his  recent  performances  with 
the  rod,  and  recalling  old  times  spent  on  the 
fjelds  together,  he  could  hardly  find  time  to  eat. 
It  appeared  he  had  rented  the  lower  half  of  a 
river,  up  which  more  sea  trout  than  salmon  ran, 
and  fished  it  from  the  little  hotel  where  we  had 
foregathered.  The  establishment  in  question  had 
no  "  01  Ret "  (beer  licence),  a  discovery  of  which 
we  had  not  approved.  But  the  "  Kammerherr " 
was  no  anchorite ;  champagne,  claret,  and  most 
excellent  Scotch  whisky  imported  direct  decked 
his  hospitable  board,  and  it  was  apparent  that  we 
had  fallen  on  our  legs.  The  evening  was  spent  in 
a  manner  and  prolonged  to  an  hour  which  did 
not  promise  weU  for  an  early  start  on  the 
morrow,  but  soon  after  9  a.m.  next  day  the 
"  trille "  was  being  packed  with  a  formidable 
amount  of  fishing  gear,  and  "  proviant "  enough 
to  supply  the  requirements  of  a  regiment. 


An  hour's  drive  through  the  woodlands  that 
bordered  the  fjord  brought  us  to  an  extremely 
ricketty-looking  wooden  bridge  which  spanned 
the  river,  and  here  our  friend  got  out,  with  his 
attendant,  in  order  to  fish  the  lower  beat,  while 
we  drove  on  a  mile  or  so  further  to  the  top  of  the 
upper.    A  little  before  eleven  o'clock  we  were 
putting  the  rod  together  in  the  shadow  of  a  great 
cliff,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  stream  formed  a 
very  pretty  pool,  whose  broken  surface  told  of 
many  submerged  rocks,  but  where  our  gillie 
(Kittil  by  name)  said  that  salmon  never  rested. 
A  tiny  double  Jock  and  a  biggish  Black  Palmer 
constituted  a  cast  of  which  that  gentleman  was 
good  enough  to  express  a  qualified  approval  (very 
much  after  the  fashion  of  a  canny  Scotchman), 
and  with  this  we  commenced  operations.  The 
quicker  flowing  water  at  the  head  gave  no  result,  but 
about  half  way  down  at  the  foot  of  the  big  rock, 
on  the  far  side,  the  Jock  was  taken  solemnly,  well 
below  the  surface.     Throughout  the  performance 
that  ensued  the  fish  showed  signs  rather  of  a 
dogged  and  obstinate  than  of  an  active  dis- 
position ;  but  not  for  a  good  twenty  minutes  did 
he  come  within  reach  of  Kittil's  landing-net, 
whereupon  he  turned  out  to  be  a  bull  trout  of  over 
91b.,  very  deep  in  the  shoulder,  but  with  a  rather 
coarse  head ;  in  fact,  although  clean  run,  not 
exactly  a  beauty.    A  little  further  down  another 
fish  of  the  same  kind,  but  only  half  the  size,  fell  a 
victim  to  the  attractions  of  the  Palmer ;  and  then 
down  near  the  tail  a  third  rose,  and  missed  four 
times  in  succession.    On  emerging  from  the 
shadow  of  the  big  cliff  the  state  of  the  weather 
and  of  the  water  was  more  clearly  observable ; 
neither  could  be  described  as  exactly  favourable 
for  angling,  for,  although  there  was    nice  breeze 
upstream,  of   clouds   there   were   none,  while 
the  river  was  decidedly  low,  as  well  as  very 
clear.    We    were  not,  therefore,  surprised  that 
the  next  pool,  in   spite  of  a  good  reputation, 
afforded  no  contribution  to  the  bag,  only  a 
couple  of  "  short"  rises  from  two  individual  fish, 
both  apparently  bull  trout.     A  cast  of  smaller 
flies  proving  equally  unsuccessful,  and  the  condi- 
tions remaining  still  unfavourable,  there  seemed 
nothing  else  to  do  than  adopt  Kittil's  advice,  and 
try  what  is  known  in  Sutherlandshire  as  the 
Brown  Fly,  or  "  Wum,"  a  bag  of  which  the  "  Kam- 
merherr" had  recommended  taking.    Mounted  on 
fine  gut  and  properly  shotted  it  had  the  desired 
effect,  and  in  the  next  three  pools,  all  similar  in 
character,  but  completely  unshaded,  to  the  first, 
we  picked  up  two  more  bull  and  half  a  dozen  sea 
trout,  from  l^lb.  to  41b.  a-piece.    Then  came  a 
stretch  of  water  too  shallow  even  to  do  any  good 
with  the  worm,  and  after  that  the  "  Kammer- 
herr's  "  favourite  salmon  pool,  where  it  had  been 
arranged  we  were  to  meet  for  luncheon ;  so  not 
wishing  to  disturb  it  in  such  bright  sunshine,  we  sat 
down  and  waited  our  pal's  arrival.  In  course  of  time 
he  turned  up,  and  reported  having  risen  a  heavy 
fish  twice  over  in  the  Boat  Pool,  some  distance 
below,  and  caught  with  the  worm  a  grilse  and  five 
sea  trout. 

Lunch  was  a  formidable  meal,  lasting  a  long 
time,  and  during  its  consumption  a  salmon  showed 
two  or  three  times  close  by  the  "  Bird  Rock,"  the 
taking  spot  of  the  cast  by  which  we  reclined. 
A  friendly  discussion  as  to  who  was  to  try  him 
first  ended  in  the  writer  winning  the  toss,  and, 
some  clouds  having  come  up,  we  proceed  to  fish 
the  pool  down. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  a  yard  or  two  above 
where  the  salmon  had  shown  a  grilse  seized 
the  double  Jock,  and  its  lively  peregrinations 
effectually  destroyed,  for  the  time  being  at  any 
rate,  any  chance  there  might  have  been  of  securing 
his  big  neighbour.  So,  wishing  one  another 
better  luck  in  a  jorum  of  the  "  Kammerherr's  " 
most  excellent  whisky,  we  exchanged  beats  for 
the  afternoon. 

Three  more  sea  trout  (with  fly)  was  all  we  had 
got  when  we  reached  a  spot  below  the  bridge 
where  there  was  a  curious  formation.  Here  the 
river  tumbled  over  a  ledge  of  rock  some  few  feet 
in  height,  in  the  middle  of  which  was  a  rocky 
island  extending  from  the  lip  of  the  fall  thus 
formed  downwards,  and  below,  on  either  side  of 
the  island,  were  two  parallel  pools.  Above  the 
fall  there  was  a  pretty  cast  in  a  very  heavy  rapid, 
and  here  a  salmon  seized  the  fly.  For  a  few 
minutes  he  remained  in  the  pool,  but  the  current 
proving  too  much  for  him  he  bolted  downstream, 
and  choosing,  unfortunately,  the  far  side  of  the 


island,  of  course  broke  away — with  the  fly  and 
half  the  cast. 

The  near  pool  below  the  fall  yielded  a  big  bull 
trout  of  111b.,  and  then  by  exercising  our 
gymnastic  powers  to  the  utmost  across  some 
abominably  slippery  rocks  we  reached  the  far 
pool,  into  which  the  salmon  aforesaid  had  so 
unceremoniously  disappeared  with  our  Jock. 
This  was  a  wonderfully  pretty  bit  of  water,  quite 
narrow  and  easily  commanded,  but  deep,  streamy, 
and  full  of  submerged  rocks,  with  a  nice  current 
throughout.  To  judge  from  the  numbers  rising, 
it  was  full  of  sea  trout,  but  at  a  certain  spot 
salmon,  according  to  Kittil,  invariably  lay,  and 
the  difficulty  was  how  to  get  the  fly  over  it  with- 
out hooking  one  of  the  smaller  fish.  Having 
removed  the  dropper,  we  managed  to  put  the 
second  Jock  just  in  the  right  place.  There  was  a 
beautiful  head  and  tail  rise,  and  the  next  minute 
we  were  hard  at  it.  That  £sh,  however,  a  12- 
pounder  with  sea  lice  on,  very  nearly  did  the 
trick.  He  went  so  far  out  of  the  pool,  after 
poking  about  beneath  the  curtain  of  the  fall,  that 
when  we  stood  on  the  very  farthest  down-point 
of  the  island  (beyond  which  wading  was  impossible) 
he  had  over  100  yards  of  line  out,  and  it  was  only 
by  dint  of  much  humouring  that  we  got  him-  back 
and  within  the  reach  of  Kittil's  gaff. 

The  afternoon  being  now  well  advanced,  and 
having,  moreover,  succeeded  in  landing  one  salmon, 
we  thought  that  yet  another  might  be  in  store ; 
so,  having  deposited  our  victims  in  a  cache  near 
the  bridge,  we  passed  over  a  lot  of  sea  trout- 
looking  water  direct  to  the  Boat  Pool,  where  the 
"  Kammerherr "  had  risen  his  big  fish  in  the 
morning.  It  was  not  a  very  tempting  spot,  being 
abnormally  large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
river,  with  a  lot  of  dead  water  and  heavy  eddies 
on  either  side,  while  even  at  the  head  the  cur- 
rent was  slow  and  oily.  However,  putting  up  a 
fair-sized  Namsen,  we  proceeded  to  harl  it  over, 
as  in  duty  bound,  from  the  somewhat  skittish 
little  craft  provided  for  that  purpose.  Some  two- 
thirds  of  the  way  down,  without  a  ripple  showing 
on  the  surface  of  the  water,  the  reel  began  slowly 
to  revolve.  We  struck  hard,  and  soon  found 
that  we  had  got  hold  of  something  that  would 
try  our  15ft.  grilse  rod  pretty  high.  Considering 
the  slow  character  of  the  water,  the  fish  played 
hard,  executing  some  fine  long  runs,  and  leaping 
several  times  well  clear  of  his  native  element. 
After  a  time  the  leaps  become  lunges ;  then  even 
the  latter  ceased,  and  the  salmon  proceeded  to 
exploit  apparently  every  hole  and  corner  in  the 
pool. 

At  last,  after  having  been  on  for  an  hour,  he 
became  tractable.  We  landed,  forced  him  into  a 
convenient  eddy,  and  with  a  shout  of  triumph 
Kittil  gaffed  out  a  great  cock  fish  of  311b.  with  a 
tremendous  hook  on  his  lower  jaw,  and  in  aspect 
decidedly  coppery. 

Below  the  Boat  Pool  the  river  rushed  down  a 
very  steep,  rocky  channel  some  500  yards  in  length, 
direct  into  the  Sea  Pool,  which,  the  tide  being  out, 
we  tried  over ;  but  the  only  result  was  a  wild  rise 
from  a  salmon,  which  could  not  be  induced  to 
come  again,  and  a  beautiful  2^1b.  sea  trout,  which 
was  landed  from  a  seaweed-covered  rock  actually 
on  the  shores  of  the  fjord  itself. 

At  the  bridge  was  the  "  Kammerherr,"  his  long 
pipe  in  his  mouth,  and  great  was  his  joy  at  seeing 
the  big  fish  and  our  other  captuVes.  A  libation 
had  to  be  poured  on  the  spot,  and  all  the  way 
home  and  all  that  evening  we  fought  our  battles 
over  again.  He  had  killed  the  "  Bird  Rock " 
salmon — a  24-pounder,  together  with  several  more 
bull  trout,  and  altogether  the  day  had  been  a  huge 
success. 

It  was  with  infinite  regret  that,  owing  to 
arrangements  previously  made,  we  felt  compelled 
to  refuse  our  hospitable  host's  invitation  to  fish 
out  the  remainder  of  the  season  with  him  ;  but  we 
only  got  off  by  promising  faithfully  to  pay  him  a 
longer  visit  next  year.  Rugde. 


TO  OUR  READERS. 


We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  of  our 
readers  who  will  be  kind  enough  to  send  us  the 
addresses  of  any  anglers  who  do  not  take  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  in  order  that  we  may  send  them 
a  specimen  copy.  Suggestions  as  to  possible 
advertisers  of  fishing  quarters  and  waters,  &c., 
will  be  very  welcome. 
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TWO  DATS'  FISHING  AT 
CHEISTCHUECH. 


Having  recently  had  two  days'  fishing  on  the 
Stour  and  Avon  at  Ohristchurch,  a  few  details  of 
the  visit  may  be  found  interesting  to  the  readers 
of  T.  A.  N.  As  most  anglers  have  either  heard  of 
the  good  sport  to  be  obtained  on  this  water,  or 
have  fished  it,  it  is  necessary  to  explain  a  few 
incidentals.  First,  then,  the  fishing  is  only  to  be 
obtained  by  staying  at  the  King's  Arms  Hotel. 
Mr.  A.  Whaley,  the  proprietor,  rents  from  Mr. 
k  Newlyn,  of  Bournemouth,  a  certain  portion  of 
r-  the  Avon  and  Stour,  in  all  about  three  miles,  the 
junction  of  the  two  rivers  being  included.  The 
charges  at  the  hotel  are  very  reasonable — 10s.  per 
day  inclusive,  with  a  charge  of  23.  6d.  per  day  for 
fishing  (pike  fishing  10s.)  and  2s.  6d.  per  day  for 
a  boat,  or  8s.  per  day  man,  punt,  and  bait.  The 
perch  fishing  is  reserved,  and  these  fish  must  be 
returned.  Mr.  Newlyn  preserves  the  Stour  above 
the  Tucton  Bridge  ferry,  and  beautiful  chub  water 
it  is,  especially  at  Iford  Bridge,  the  river  being 
well  covered  by  bushes  on  either  bank  ;  whilst  at 
Iford  Bridge  itself  plenty  of  chub  are  to  be  seen 
by  those  who  pass  over  the  bridge.  A  little  while 
ago  this  water  was  open  to  the  public  by  payment, 
but  is  now  strictly  preserved,  and  the  fishing  let 
to  six  or  seven  rods. 

The  lower  portion  of  the  river  that  one  may 
fish  through  Mr.  Whaley  is  extremely  shallow 
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suasion  and  his  diligent  perusal  of  T.A.N.,  has 
been  sea  fishing,  and  his  favourite  hunting  ground 
Southampton  Water.  But  now  he  wants  to  catch 
some  barbel,  say  from  51b.  to  101b.  each,  or  some 
21b.  roach.  He  doesn't  like  small  fry,  and  he 
wants  to  catch  21b.  roach  every  swim.  Well,  we 
all  have  our  red-letter  days,  and  I  hope  he  will 
have  his. 

Our  first  view  of  Ohristchurch  gave  us  the 
impression  that  it  was  a  clean,  spick  and  span 
little  place,  with  an  old  church  surrounded  by 
some  ruins.  There  is  an  ancient  history  attached 
to  the  same,  but  we  had  no  time  for  archsological 
investigations.  We  had  come  to  fish,  and  as  we 
alighted  from  the  cab  at  the  King's  Arms  Hotel 
we  were  pleased  to  see  several  rods  standing  full 
length  and  ready  fitted  up  in  the  hall. 

"  Someone  here,  evidently  on  fishing  bent,"  said 
Sir  Oharles  (1  always  called  him  Sir  Oharles,  as 
it  sounded  better  than  Smith).  Without  replying 
I  stepped  forward  and  handed  our  rods,  &c.,  to 
"  Boots."  Then  we  had  luncheon  and  went  out 
to  see  the  river.  Passing  through  the  hall  I 
examined  the  rods  and  tackle  in  the  corner.  A 
fly  rod  or  two,  a  jack  rod  or  three,  and  some 
roach  rods,  one  being  a  sort  of  roach  pole.  The 
gut  tackle  on  the  roach  rods  was  much  frayed  and 
not  very  fine,  the  winches  were  small,  some  the 
old  fashioned  brass  ones,  but  some  of  the  rods 
were  in  proper  working  order.  I  wondered  how 
anyone  could  expect  to  catch  roach  in  clear 
water,  for  the  rivers  (Avon  and  Stour)  were  as 
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"Well,"  was  the  reply,  "there  are  some  fine 
roach  in  this  water,  but  during  last  week  we  were 
unable  to  find  them.  The  high  tides  affect  the 
locality  of  the  fish,  and  I  find  that  the  roach  go 
in  amongst  the  reeds  (not  weeds)  when  the  tide  is 
high,  and  if  you  fish  at  the  tail  end  of  the  reeds 
you  ought  to  get  some  as  the  fish  work  out.  But, 
as  I  have  said,  we  cannot  for  the  moment  find  the 
locality  of  the  large  fish.  If  you  fish  between  the 
weeds  at  the  island  below  the  bridge  when  the 
tide  turns  you  ought  to  get  some  roach  and 
chub." 

We  acted  promptly  on  this  advice,  and  got 
thirty  roach  and  dace  at  the  spot  indicated.  The 
fish  were  not  large — roach  of  about  ^Ib.  and  dace 
of  5oz.  We  then  worked  our  way  down  the 
Avon,  fishing  here  and  there  where  the  proverbial 
"piscatorial  eye"  dictated.  We  fished  a  chub 
bush  near  the  junction  of  the  river,  but  without 
success,  and  then  worked  round  to  the  tail  of  the 
reeds  near  the  end  of  the  Stour.  Here  we 
finished  up  the  day  with  a  total  of  ten  dozen 
roach  and  dace,  the  largest  two  roach  only  going 
fib.  each. 

The  next  day  we  had  to  contend  with  a  strong 
N.E.  wind,  which  made  the  river  like  a  miniature 
sea.  We  decided  to  try  the  swim  near  the  reeds, 
which  we  baited  up  before  leaving  on  the  previous 
night.  Arrived  here  we  found  the  tide  high  and 
still  running  up.  We  could  catch  nothing,  and  so 
we  went  right  into  the  midst  of  the  reeds.  This 
was  done  merely  to  pass  away  the  time  whilst  the 
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and  covered  with  weeds  just  below  the  ferry 
where  the  fishing  commences.  Then  the  water 
gets  much  deeper  off  the  end  of  a  bed  of  rushes 
where  there  is  a  good  roach  swim.  From  here  to 
the  quay  the  water  is  very  deep,  and,  of  course, 
is  brackish,  the  tide  affecting  the  water  very 
appreciably.  After  passing  by  the  quay,  by 
turning  to  the  left  we  go  up  the  Avon,  a  pretty 
and  fast-running  little  stream.  Mr.  Whaley  owns 
the  fishing  for  a  fair  distance  up,  terminating 
about  half  a  mile  above  the  first  bridge.  He  also 
has  the  fishing  for  about  three  miles  below  the 
junction  of  the  two  rivers,  so  that  the  water  to  be 
fished  is  practically  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  Y. 

No  Sunday  fishing  is  allowed,  and  as  I  had 
never  seen  the  water  I  decided  to  reach  Ohrist- 
church about  3  p.m.  on  the  Sunday  afternoon  and 
look  out  for  likely  spots  to  fish.  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  have  a  very  old  chum  as  companion — 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Smith — who  accompanied  me  last 
year  on  my  fishing  excursions  to  Oulton  Broad 
and  on  the  Waveney,  at  Beccles,  where,  with 
Finch,  the  professional,  we  had  a  very  heavy  take 
of  bream. 

My  friend  Oharles  has  only  during  the  last 
year  or  two  shown  signs  of  taking  kindly  to 
fresh-water  fishing,  his  main  hobby  being  kicking 
people  or  being  kicked — the  game  is  called  foot- 
ball. He  is  no  mean  cricketer,  and  has  on  more 
than  one  occasion  visited  Paris  with  an  English 
team  to  play  football.  His  principal  fishing 
exploits,  before  listening  to  my  "  gentle "  per- 


clear  as  gin,  and  I  believe  that  is  their;  usual  con- 
dition even  in  winter. 

We  passed  through  the  churchyard  and  hired 
a  light  skiff,  and  rowed  up  the  Stour  through 
Tuckton  Bridge,  back  to  the  junction  of  the 
rivers  and  up  the  Avon,  looking  at  likely  places  to 
fish  on  the  morrow.  The  time  occupied  in  this 
performance  was  about  two  hours.  We  saw 
plenty  of  fish,  but  few  very  large  ones.  They 
appeared  to  be  between  the  weed  runs. 

The  next  morning  we  were  in  high  glee  that  we 
might  try  for  some  of  the  fish  we  had  seen.  There 
were  two  professional  fishermen  at  the  bridge  over 
the  Avon  waiting  for  clients  from  the  hotel. 
These  being  the  only  two  professionals  we  had  to 
go  by  ourselves  and  find  our  own  swims.  The 
professionals  told  us  that  for  a  week  or  so  very 
few  roach  over  lib.  had  been  caught,  but  we  ought 
to  fish  between  the  weed  runs  where  we  saw  fish. 

Our  programme  was  at  once  made  up  as  to 
where  to  try,  and  as  the  tide  was  coming  up  we 
started  at  a  swim  above  the  bridge  (behind  the 
hotel).  Here  both  professionals  had  taken 
their  clients  till  the  tide  turned.  One  gentleman, 
whotn  I  was  informed  was  a  Mr.  Spence,  kindly 
gave  us  advice,  having  fished  the  water  for  years, 
and  having  had  pike  up  to  201b.  and  chub  up  to 
71b.  in  days  gone  by. 

Sir  Oharles's  heart  went  pit-a-pat  as  he  thought 
of  these  specimens,  and  as  we  were  only  getting 
small  roach  he  asked  Mr.  Spence  where  to  get 
large  ones. 


tide  turned ;  but  to  our  intense  delight  we  found 
these  shallows  literally  alive  with  fine  plumping 
roach.  We  picked  out  the  best  swim  between  the 
reeds,  and  whilst  the  tide  was  rising  we  were 
more  or  less  sheltered  from  the  wind.  Having 
plumbed  the  depth  we  found  about  five  feet  of 
water,  a  gentle  stream,  for  the  tide  was  nearly 
full,  and  the  water,  as  ever,  "  bright  and  fair." 

Bread  cubes  was  the  bait,  the  boat  being 
anchored  in  Thames  style  though  by  anchors 
dropped  in  amongst  the  reeds  and  then  the  flat- 
bottomed  boat  brought  across  the  swim  by  ropes. 
Ryepecks  are  not  known  of  in  these  parts  appar- 
ently, but  the  anchors  acted  very  well,  though  I 
had  "  me  doots  "  at  first.  We  dropped  in  three 
large  balls  of  ground  bait,  and  commenced  getting 
roach  of  lib.  each.  This  sport  was  gi-and,  and 
Sir  Oharles  actually  commenced  to  congratulate 
himself,  for  he  was  getting  as  many  fish  as  I. 
Then  the  tide  slackened  and  turned.  We  anchored 
the  boat  at  the  other  end  of  the  swim,  and  despite 
heavy  [white-capped  waves  we  continued  to  get 
fish  for  two  hours.  In  all,  we  had  sixty  roach, 
averaging  lib.  each,  Sir  Charles  getting  the 
largest,  one  of  lib.  13oz.,  my  biggest  being  only 
lib.  lOoz.  Then  the  tide  dropped,  and  we  had 
only  2ft.  of  water  under  us.  The  fish  left  the 
swim,  and  we  had  our  lunch. 

On  looking  ai-ound  we  espied  an  amateur 
photographer  had  snapshotted  us,  and  I  was 
fortunately  able  to  get  a  promise  from  him  to  let 
us  have  a  photo.    He  also  kindly  took  a  photo  of 
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some  of  the  fish  whioh  had  been  put  in  the 
ground-bait  bag,  and  that  is  why  in  the  picture 
here  given  the  fish  appear  spotted.  It  is  particles 
of  ground-bait,  and  the  fish  were  tumbled  out  of 
the  bag  and  laid  on  the  boat  as  depicted.  The 
views  of  Christchurch  are  excellently  produced 
by  Mr.  H.  J.  Green.  In  the  foreground  is  the 
river  Stour,  behind  are  the  reeds  amongst  which 
we  got  our  fish,  and  the  ancient  church  and  ruins 
are  in  the  distance.  We  had  no  more  fish  worth 
mentioning  during  the  day,  and  I  was  informed 
at  the  hotel  on  our  return  that  we  had 
got  a  better  "take"  than  the  professionals 
"  F.  A.  H.,"  in  Thames  Angling  News. 


A  TROUT^S  REFLECTIONS. 
{Concluded  from  page  474.) 

"  Why,  the  thing  is  evil  grown ;  it's  an  abortion 
of  worm  life.    He  stiing  me." 
"  Fool,"  said  the  wise  one. 

Then  he  scoured  the  pool  again,  looking  about 
him  more  keenly.  Suddenly  he  sunk  from  the 
surface,  and  called  to  the  four- year-old  ■ 

"  See  him  ?  " 

"  No— where  ?  " 

"I  see  the  lubber— he's  an  old  hand,  too ;  no 
hat  on;  eyes  just  above  that  dock  leaf;  see 
him  ?  " 

" Heavens,  yes !  But  he's  nothing  to  do  with 
that  worm,  has  he  ?  " 

"  Come  with  me.  See  that  shiny,  pointed  stick 
straight  out  from  bank?— never  feed  when  you 
see  that.  Now  come  to  worm;  see  that  thin, 
shiny  line  lying  about  ?— it's  all  one.  Man  is 
marvellous !  He  makes  it  all  one ;  j  oins  it  together 
somehow.    Thin— too  thin." 

"  Should  like  that  proved ;  it's  too  wonderful  for 
me  to  believe." 

Some  of  the  four-year-old's  deductions  were 
erroneous.    She  was  about  to  be  enlightened. 

"  Prove  it  for  yourself  then,  silly,"  answered  the 
wise  one. 

"  How  ?  " 

"  Taste,  but  don't  tug  if  you  get  anything  hard 
between  your  lips." 

"  I  funk,"  she  said.    "  Show  me." 
"  That's  soon  done." 

So  saying,  the  wise  one  picked  up  the  worm's 
tail  and  pulled  twice.  With  a  jerk  the  worm 
vanished. 

"  Very  sweet  bit,"  said  the  wise  one,  chewing 
the  tail.  "They  certainly  have  the  knack  of 
offering  us  the  most  tempting  specimens.  A 
clean,  well-scoured  lob — delicious  ! " 

"Well  I  never,"  said  the  four-year-old  in 
astonishment.  "I  shall  try  that  myself  next 
time." 

"  Tou  won't  have  long  to  wait." 
"  What  d'you  mean  P  " 

"  Why,  he'll  sink  another  in  same  place ;  but 
how  the  Dickens  they  do  that  is  one  of  the  few 
things  I  can't  make  out.  There  !  look,  there  he 
is — lob  again — now's  your  time ! 

The  four-year-old  looked  mystified. 

"  Tou  are  hesitating,"  said  her  aged  tutor 

"  No,  I  am  reasoning." 

"  Bah  !  taste  gingerly— nip  his  tail." 

In  an  instant  she  was  plunging  all  over  the 
river.  Altogether  she  made  a  splendid  fight 
physically,  but  failed  intellectually.  Her  enemy 
was  her  skilled  master,  and  held  her  on  the  give 
and  take  principle,  with  but  the  finest  "  drawn  " 
between  her  and  liberty. 

"Yield,"  cried  the  wise  one,  following,  and 
watching  his  opportunity. 

The  captive,  nearly  exhausted,  turned  up,  then 
telt  a  tremendous  jerk  in  the  mouth.  The  strain 
was  gone ;  she  was  at  liberty  !  Darting  back  to 
the  hole,  she  found  the  wise  one  waiting  with 
sharp  words  of  reproof. 

"You  blundering  little  donkey,  couldn't  you 
put  a  better  rein  upon  your  appetite  ?  Why  if  I 
hadn't  smashed  that  man's  gut  with  my  tail  by 
now  you  would  have  been  choking  in  the  upcer 
world."  '^'^ 

"  Good  heavens  ! "  answered  the  beauteous  four- 
year-old;  "I  am  awfully  thankful  to  you.  How 
strong,  and  brave,  and  wise  you  are.  How  can  I 
repay  you  ?  " 

The  end  of  it  was  that  the  couple  were  feeding 
together  next  day  upon  some  shallows  higher  up, 
in  blissful  Ignorance  of  the  presence  of  an  angler 
peeping  at  them  through  a  bank  of  nettles 


Flies  were  hatching  fast,  and  the  two  were 
steadily  rising.  Like  a  flash  of  lightning  the  wise 
one  darted  to  cover. 

Bethinking  himself  of  a  certain  danger  to  his 
unsophisticated  spouse,  he  slowly  returned,  con- 
scious that  his  direst  enemy  was  watching  his 
grand  proportions. 
'  See  him  P  " 

No,"   answered   his   companion.  "Where? 
What  ?  " 

"  Shiny  bald  head  over  top  of  nettles." 
"  Is  that  what  frightened  you  ?  " 
"  No ;  didn't  see  his  wicked  cranium,  then  P  " 

What,  then?" 
"  Flash  of  his  vile  long  thin  pole  ?    There  it  is 
again!  see  it?    Take  my  advice,  dearest;  don't 
feed. 

"  Why  P  Surely  these  flies  are  all  right,  and 
such  a  splendid  lot  coming  down.  Oh,  look ! 
there's  a  grand  May  Fly ;  I  must  hare  him." 

Before  the  wise  one  could  say  "  hook  "  she  had 
risen  to  it. 

"  Little  ass,"  was  her  companion's  gentle  greet- 
ing, "  can't  I  beat  an  ounce  of  sense,  into  vour 
pretty  little  head  P  " 

"  Don't  be  so  unkind;  I  only  just  missed  it." 
"  Just  missed  it ! — it  only  just  missed  you  "  ! 
"  Why,  what's  the  matter  P    Don't  speak  so 
harshly." 

"  Didn't  I  tell  you  not  to  feed  P    That  was  no 
fly— imitation,  made  by  that  blackguard  on  the 
bank." 
"  D'you  see  him  now  P  " 

"  See  him !  Look  at  his  great  arm  going  back- 
wards and  forwards,  look  at  his  ugly,  ravenous 
eyes,  look  at  the  flash  of  his  devilish  thin  stick, 
look  at  the  blundering  curled  line  flop,  flop  on 
the  surface.  Open  your  sleepy  eyes,  dear,  and 
watch  for  these  things,  or  I  shall  soon  have  no 
little  wife  to  comfort  me  in  these  wicked  waters. 
Alas !  for  their  diabolical  tricks,  that  brute  nearly 
had  my  beautiful  darling  up  in  that  suffocating 
world." 

"  Suffocating  P    Have  you  ever  been  there  P  " 
"  I  should  think  I  have — twice,  in  my  youth." 
"  And  they  let  you  come  back  again  ?  " 
"  That's  man's  one  virtue ;  he  throws  back 
youngsters — at  least,  he  did  me." 
"  Did  he  say  anything  ?  " 

"  Called  me  senseless  and  good  looking  in  a 
breath.    Next  second  I  was  in  my  old  haunt,  but 
sick— terribly  sick— he  squeezed  my  glands,  cruel 
monster.    Since  then  I've  done  nothing  but 
preach  caution  to  small  fry,  such  as  you ;  yet 
every  summer  scores  of  stupids  get  hauled  up." 
An  Alder  Fly  dropped  lightly  over  their  noses. 
'  See  that  ?  "  said  the  great  one. 
"  Yes ;  a  beauty,"  she  answered.    "  Why  didn't 
you  take  it,  it  was  your  side  ?  " 

"Take  it,  simpleton?    Why,   'twas  another 
clumsy  imitation;  meant  for  an  Alder,  I  sup- 
pose, but  wrong  colour  wings,  wrong  body,  too 
much  hackle,  and — ugh !  " 
"  Why  do  you  shiver  P  " 

"Steel— that  cursed  steel!    I    saw  it— bent 

round  and  pointed;  but  worst  of  all,  barbed  

ugh !    That  awful  barb  cost  me  my  life  almost, 
more  than  once." 
"  Why  ?  " 

"  Can't  shake  it  out.  Could  if  they  would  give 
slack,  but  they  won't— I  mean  the  clever  ones ; 
plenty  of  fools  do.    See  him  ?    There  he  is !  " 

The  wise  one's  companion  darted  to  weed ;  in  a 
moment  she  rejoined  her  lord. 

"  What's  the  matter  ?  "  said  he  ;  "  frightened  at 
a  cowp  They  won't  hurt,  they  set  no  devilish 
traps." 

In  ten  minutes  they  were  scouting  another 
swim,  alive  with  minnows. 

"  This  is  spiffin,"  said  the  wise  and  great  one,  as 
he  caught  and  gorged  his  third  ;  "  but  hark  !  hear 
that  thud?  Look  out,  don't  feed— fool's  step, 
that.  There's  no  peace  in  these  waters,  the  devils 
are  after  us  everywhere !  " 

His  bride  trembled,  and  asked  "  What  is  it 
dear ;  is  it  man  ?  " 

"Man,  yes,"  answered  the  great  one,  angrily. 
"  Look  at  the  shadow  of  his  great  snout  right  over 
you— look  at  the  skulking  villain  stalking  in 
through  that  bush.  I  thought  I  heard  his  clumsy 
hoof  about.    Don't  feed,  mind." 

"  But  I  am  hungry.  Oh,  bother  the  horrid  men." 
"Hang  them,  I  say.     He's  our  arch-enemy; 
no  trick  or  trap  he  isn't  up  to.    A  pike  I  can 
dodge,  an  otter  I  can  ymell  or  hear,  a  heron  I  can 


see  a  mile  off,  and  a  kingfisher  can't  stun  my 
tough  skull ;  but  a  man,  ugh !  artful  wretch- 
nets,  hooks,  poison,  tickle-tickle,  all  manner  of 
villainous  deceits  and  imitations — there,  look  at 
that ! " 

Alas,  after  the  manner  of  her  sex,  his  com- 
panion heeded  not  the  wise  one's  words,  for  just 
then  a  particularly  bright  and  lively  minnow 
wobbled  as  if  wounded  close  by  the  great  one's 
side.  In  an  instant  he  knew  t'was  the  fiendish 
work  of  his  sly  and  artful  enemy  behind  the  bush, 
and  he  gave  a  contemptuous  glance  at  the  flying 
glittering  triangles.  Not  so  his  unsophisticated 
bride ;  before  he  could  stop  her,  the  false  thing 
was  fixed  between  her  jaws  and  the  steel  barbs 
driven  home.  Then  there  was  a  battle  royal. 
No  rescue  this  time,  the  tackle  was  too  sound  and 
the  angler  too  skilful,  and  she  soon  lay  placidly 
in  her  captor's  net,  and  was  borne  to  the  upper 
world. 

The  bereaved  lord  of  the  stream  was  soon 
basking  sadly  upon  a  shallow  far  away^  still 
brooding  over  the  mysteries  of  life  and  death. 

J.  Bekbyman. 


THE  PARSON  FROM  INDIANA. 


OiTE  planets  came  into  conjunction,  so  to 
speak,  on  the  train.  He  introduced  himself  to  us, 
with  a  bland  smile,  as  a  Mr.  Small,  from  some- 
where in  Indiana. 

"  Going  hunting  ?  "  he  inquired,  dropping  into 
a  seat  beside  us. 

"  We  are  going  to  try  it,"  Jack  replied. 
"  Where  are  you  going  ?  " 
"We  are  thinking  of  upper  Michigan,"  said 
Jack,  telling  a  lie.  "* 

"  Strange,"  he  exclaimed,  "  but  I  was  thinking 
of  Michigan  myself." 

"  We  were  only  thinking  of  Michigan,"  I 
hastily  interposed.  "  I,  for  one,  am  in  favour  of 
Wisconsin." 

"  And  I  am  for  Minnesota,"  Jim  chimed  in. 
"  They  all  have  their  strong  points,"  Mr.  Small 
agreed.    "I  hadn't  thought  of  Minnesota,  but 
now  that  you  mention  it,  it  strikes  me  as  a  most 
desirable  country  for  real  sport." 

"You  see,  we  don't  know  just  where  we  are 
going,"  said  Jack,  desperately.  "In  fact,  we 
never  do  know  until  we  get  there,  and  even  then 
we  are  never  positively  certain  about  it." 

Mr.  Small  was  not  in  the  least  disconcerted  at 
this  ambiguous  statement. 

"It's  truly  a  delightful  state  of  affairs,"  said 
he,  and  his  bland  smile  became  blander.  "I 
mean  the  uncertainty  of  the  thing.  We  are  in 
the  same  boat,"  and  then  he  launched  himself 
into  conversation,  and  before  we  had  known  him 
an  hour  he  had  given  us  a  complete  history  of 
himself  and  all  his  family. 

He  was  a  "  Methodist  divine,"  he  informed  us, 
and  was  off  on  a  vacation,  which  he  proposed  to 
spend  in  the  woods  deer  hunting.  He  had  no 
idea  of  where  he  was  going,  nor  what  he  would 
do  when  he  got  there,  wherever  "  there  "  might 
be.  Such  trifles  he  cheerfully  left  to  an  aU  wise 
Providence. 

He  evidently  considered  us  instruments  of  this 
selfsame  Providence,  and  grew  greatly  attached 
to  us — so  attached,  indeed,  that  we  could  not 
shake  him  olf.  Jack  said  that  he  was  the  re- 
incarnation of  "  Mary's  little  lamb,"  and  that  he 
had  made  a  mistake,  and  took  one  of  us  for  Mary. 

Perseverance  is  a  great  virtue  in  its  place,  and 
in  the  end  the  Parson  triumphed,  and  extorted 
an  invitation,  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  permis- 
sion, to  cast  in  his  lot  with  us.  He  was  deplorably 
ignorant  of  everything  pertaining  to  the  woods, 
as  his  first  day  in  camp  proved.  He  told  us  that 
he  'had  read  up  very  carefully  on  the  subject  of 
hunting,  and  had  gleaned  many  valuable  ideas. 
It  will  only  be  necessary  to  mention  one  of  them. 

He  had  a  brand  new  pair  of  cowhide  boots, 
warranted  waterproof.  These  boots  had  a  squeak 
of  their  very  own.  Their  maker  must  have  had 
a  patent  on  that  squeak,  because  I  have  never 
heard  anything  exactly  like  it  before  nor  since.  • 
You  could  hear  the  Parson  coming  half  a  mile 

away.     When  Sooner  first  heard  it  But  I 

anticipate. 

He  also  had,  among  his  numerous  belongings, 
a  bottle  of  something  called  asafoetida.  I  had 
never  come  in  contact  with  that  "  vile  smelling 
stuff"  before,  and  I  never  want  to  again.  He 
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explained  to  us  its  uses.  He  said  that  if  you 
rubbed  some  of  it  on  the  soles  of  your  boots  it 
would  attract  the  wolves,  and  they  would  follow 
the  trail  for  ever,  or  until  you  put  a  bullet  through 
their  heads.  He  only  hoped  that  there  were  plenty 
of  wolves  around,  because  he  wanted  to  bag  a  lot 
of  them. 

"We  said  nothing,  but  we  revelled  in  the  joke  that 
night. 

The  next  morning  he  uncorked  the  bottle,  and 
a  change  came  o'er  the  spirit  of  our  dreams.  He 
seated  himself  on  a  log  and  rubbed  some  of  the 
stufE  on  his  boots,  as  per  directions,  preparatory 
to  an  assault  on  the  denizens  of  the  forest.  It 
struck  our  olfactory  nerves  at  the  same  time.  "We 
all  stopped  work. 

"  Do  you  notice  it  ?  "  said  Jack  turning  to  me. 

"  I  most  certainly  do,"  I  replied.  "  "What  can 
it  be  ?  " 

"Give  it  up.  Strange  we  didn't  notice  it 
yesterday."  ,  •  i. 

Jim  said  nothing.  He  merely  rose  to  his  feet 
and  walked  around  to  windward  of  the  Parson, 
and  pointed  significantly  at  him. 

The  Parson  was  sitting  sidewise  on  the  log, 
with  the  bottle  held  at  arm's  length  from  his 
averted  face,  and  his  legs  stretched  as  far  away 
from  the  rest  of  his  body  as  possible.  On  his 
countenance  there  was  such  an  expression  of 
pained  surprise,  over  which  disgust  was  plainly 
struggling  for  mastery,  that  the  truth  immediately 
flashed  upon  us. 

"  Take  it  away,"  we  shouted  in  unison. 

"  For  heaven's  sake  go  bury  it  somewhere, 
Jack  added.    "  It'll  drive  us  out  of  camp." 

"  I  had  no  idea  it  was  like  this,"  the  Parson 
wailed.  "  Dear  me,  what  shall  I  do  ?  I've  put 
some  of  it  on  my  boots." 

«'  Go  take  a  walk  then,"  said  Jack  emphatically. 
"  Go  down  to  the  lake  and  wade  around.  Go 
anywhere,  only  don't  come  back  till  it's  all  ofE 
Keep  walking  around,  and  take  the  bottle  with 
you  and  bury  it." 

"  Do  you  suppose  the  wolves  " 

"  Don't  stop  to  talk,"  Jack  interrupted,  "  or 
everything  will  reek  with  the  stuff." 

"  If  a  wolf  got  a  whiff  of  it,"  Jim  added,  "  it 
would  kill  him  on  the  spot.  Hurry  up,  and  don't 
come  back  until  you  are  deodorized." 

The  Parson  departed,  odour  and  all,  and  we  did 
not  see  him  again  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  In 
the  meantime  old  Hogarth  had  walked  down  to 
camp  to  shake  hands  with  us.  "We  were  camping 
on  his  side  of  the  lake  that  trip.  He  was  the 
same  as  ever,  and  time  seemed  to  have  no  effect 
upon  him. 

"How  is  Sooner?"  was  one  of  my  first 
questions. 

"  Same's  ever,"  Hogarth  replied.  "  Reck'n  he'll 
be  'long  pm-ty  soon.  He  started  t'  come  'long 
with  me,  but  got  consarned  'bout  a  noise  he  heerd 
in  the  bushes,  an'  left  me  jest  t'  go  an'  see. 
Reck'n  he'll  be  wantin' t'  stay  over  here  with  you, 
'cause  him  an'  the  old  woman  ain't  on  speakin' 
tarms  jest  now.  She  don't  onderstand  Sooner  no 
more'n  Sooner  onderstands  her,  an'  they  don't 
git  on  nohow,  the  difrunce  bein'  that  Sooner 
don't  give  a  cuss,  an'  the  old  woman  gits  mad's 
blazes,  an'  sVars  she'll  shoot  him." 
"  "What's  wrong  this  time  ?  "  I  asked. 
"  They's  no  tellin'  what  'twas.  Mos'  likely  jest 
some  dern  foolish  bizness.  Nuthin'  wuth  gittin' 
mad  'bout.  But  Sooner  gener'ly  fights  shy  o'  the 
old  woman  when  she's  in  'er  tantrums,  seein'  he's 
got  sense  'bout  some  things,  an'  lays  low  fer  a 
spell.    Wish  I  could  do  like  him  sometimes." 

Just  then  the  subject  of  our  conversation 
trotted  or,  more  correctly  speaking,  sauntered 
into  camp.  He  greeted  us  politely,  but  without 
effusion,  the  same  blase  old  fellow,  save  for  the 
many  scars  of  battle  that  adorned  different 
portions  of  his  anatomy — scars  gained  in  his 
crusade  against  the  neighbours'  dogs.  He  in- 
spected the  camp,  and  his  attention  immediately 
became  centred  on  the  log  where  the  Parson  had 
sat.  Here  was  something  new — something  he  did 
not  understand — and  he  looked  around  at  us  for 
an  explanation.  Hone  being  forthcoming,  he  fol- 
lowed the  Parson's  trail  a  little  way,  and  then 
gave  it  up  and  came  back  and  sat  down  to  think 
about  it. 

At  that  moment  an  interruption  occurred  that 
brought  both  Hogarth  and  the  dog  to  their  feet. 
A  strange  creaking  sound  broke  the  stillness  of 
the  forest,  a  sound  unlike  anything  they  had  ever 


heard  before,  and  growing  louder  and  louder 
every  instant. 

The  hair  rose  on  Sooner's  back,  and  then  he 
suddenly  bounded  forward  to  the  Parson's  log. 
Evidently  he  associated  the  strange  sound  with 
the  stranger  odour.  He  struck  the  trail,  and 
giving  tongue  with  the  full  force  of  his  powerful 
voice,  disappeared  in  the  direction  of  the  lake. 
The  other  sound  ceased  for  a  moment,  only  to 
break  out  afresh  with  renewed  intensity,  its  even 
rhythmic  beat  greatly  accelerated,  accompanied 
by  the  thud  of  heavy  footfalls. 

"Per  the  land  sakes,  what  on  airth  kin  that 
be  ? "  exclaimed  Hogarth,  looking  about  for  a 
weapon. 

It  must  be  the  Parson,"  I  explained. 
Old  asafoetida,  sure  enough,"  said  Jack.  "I 
had  forgotten  all  about  him.    He  seems  to  be  in 
a  hurry." 

The  Parson  suddenly  emerged  from  the  woods, 
coming  on  the  run,  with  mighty  strides,  and 
looking  back  over  his  shoulder  at  every  other 
step.  He  sank  down  beside  us  exhausted  and  ?.U 
out  of  breath. 

"  "Where  have  you  been  all  this  time  ?  asked 
Jack.  , 

"I  got  lost  trying  to  lose  that  odour,  he 
explained.   "  Did  you  hear  the  wolves  after  me  ?  " 

"  Yes.  "We  heard  them,"  said  Jack,  with  a 
wink  at  the  rest  of  us.  "  "Were  they  after  you  P  " 
Tes.  They  just  started  up  a  few  minutes 
ago.  No  telling  how  long  they  have  been 
following  my  trail  though.  They  made  an  awful 
noise,  and  they  would  have  had  me  in  short  order 
if  I  hadn't  run." 

He  then  gave  us  a  vivid  account  of  his 
experiences  during  the  day.  Old  Hogarth  was 
one  of  the  most  amused  listeners. 

"  T'  needn't  be  feared  o'  no  wolves,"  he  drawled, 
when  the  Parson  had  finished  his  tale,  "  s'long's 
you've  got  them  boots  on.  They'd  scare  a  wolf 
t'  death.  They'd  scare  anydorg  but  Sooner,  an' 
he  ain't  got  sense  nuff  t'  git  scared.  Can't  say's 
I  ever  heerd  jest  sech  a  noise  afore.  It  beats  me 
how  y'  do  it." 

The  Parson  looked  slightly  embarrassed. 
"  I  got  them  pretty  wet,"  he  explained,  "  and 
that  makes  them  squeak  more  than  usual." 

"  Seems  so,"  the  old  man  replied.  "  They  must 
'a'  bin  made  out  o'  hog  leather,  they  squeak  so. 
"Waal,  guess  I'll  be  moseyin'  'long  home.  Sooner'U 
most  likely  'lect  t'  stay  here  to-night,  seein'  as 
he's  got  t'  work  out  the  Parson's  trail.  Ef  he 
don't  back  track  he  orter  be  doo  some  time  to- 
night. "Waal,  s'long.  Hope  y'  git  plenty  of 
wolves,  Parson." 

After  Hogarth's  departure  we  had  supper,  and 
the  Parson,  for  one,  was  ready  to  tuna  in  early 
that  night. 

The  Parson's  experience  cooled  his  ardour 
somewhat,  and  for  a  few  days  he  kept  close  to 
camp.  This  was  considerate  of  him,  as  we  did 
not  have  to  hunt  so  far  for  him  when  he  got  lost. 
He  was  never  out  of  our  hearing  when  he  had  his 
boots  on.  At  the  end  of  a  week,  though,  his 
enthusiasm  had  returned,  and  nothing  would  do 
but  that  he  must  have  a  shot  at  a  deer  or  a  wolf. 

Sooner,  strange  to  relate,  had  taken  a  fancy  to 
the  Parson.  I  think  it  was  because  he  was  glad 
to  associate  with  some  one  who  could  give  him  a 
long  start  and  then  beat  him  at  doing  fool  things. 
But  the  day  came  when  Sooner  was  to  regret  his 
choice,  and  no  doubt  he  was  more  cautious 
thereafter  in  picking  up  an  acquaintance  with 
strangers.  . 

The  Parson  determined  to  go  hunting,  and  to 
go  alone  with  Sooner.  "We  told  him  that  if  he 
lost  himself  he  would  have  to  sleep  out  all  night, 
and  keep  walking  in  a  circle  with  his  boots  on  to 
scare  the  wolves  off.  He  said  there  was  no 
danger,  and  whistling  to  the  dog,  squeaked  forth 
in  search  of  big  game  and  glory.  .  ,  ,  . 

Sooner  was  the  first  to  return.  "We  espied  him 
in  the  distance,  and  his  strange  behaviour 
attracted  our  attention.  His  usual  jaunty  air 
had  disappeared,  and  in  its  place  he  wore  a  down- 
cast, dejected  look,  as  though  life  had  lost  half 
its  charms  for  him.  He  came  and  stood  before  us 
with  drooping  tail  and  lowered  head. 

"What  is  it.  Sooner?"  said  I,  stroking  his 
head.    "  What's  wrong,  old  man  ?  " 

For  answer  he  gave  me  one  imploring  look,  and 
turned  in  the  direction  from  which  he  had  come, 
and  started  away,  looking  back  over  his  shoulder 
as  though  he  expected  us  to  follow.  ^ 


"  Something  is  wrong,"  said  Jim.  "  Probably 
the  Parson  has  been  up  against  it,  and  got  him- 
self into  trouble.   Let's  go  see."  ^ 

Sooner  must  have  had  a  hand  in  it,  then,  1 
remarked.    "  He  looks  ashamed  of  himself." 

We  followed  close  behind  the  dog  for  a  mile  or 
two,  when  we  suddenly  heard  faint  cries  for  help 
in  the  distance.  We  hurried  forward  on  the  run, 
Sooner  still  leading  the  way,  and  the  cries  grow- 
ing louder  every  moment.  The  sound  finally  led 
us  down  into  a  thick,  swampy  place,  and  there 
we  found  the  Parson. 

He  was  in  a  serious  predicament.  He  was  in  a 
quagmire,  and  had  sunk  in  up  to  his  waist  when 
we  arrived  on  the  scene.  We  extricated  him  with 
much  difficulty,  and  he  was  forced  to  part  company 
with  his  boots  in  the  operation.  We  sat  around 
him,  and  watched  him  try  to  scrape  the  mud  off, 
and  listened  to  his  tale  of  woe. 

"  I  don't  know  what  you  will  think  of  me,  he 
began,  "  when  I  tell  you  what  has  occurred."  He 
paused  a  moment  in  deep  thought.  "  How  much 
are  cows  worth  around  here  ? "  he  suddenly 
asked. 

We  glanced  at  one  another  significantly.  We 
thought  that  his  mind  was  wandering,  and  to 
humour  him  Jim  said  : 

"  Oh,  about  fifty  dollars."  It  was  merely  a 
blind  guess. 

As  much  as  that?"  said  the  Parson,  de- 
jectedly. "Hunting  is  apt  to  prove  expensive, 
isn't  it  ?  Well,  it  might  have  been  worse,  but  1 
am  afraid  that  I  have  killed  a  cow." 

'A  cow?"  we  all  exclaimed,  m  the  same 
breath.  . 

"  Tes,  a  cow.  It  is  lying  over  there  in  the 
swamp,  near  the  place  you  found  me  in.  You 
see,  I  am  unfamiliar  with  the  woods,  and  have 
never  seen  a  deer  running  wild.  Well,  when  I 
started  out  this  morning,  I  had  set  my  heart  on 
getting  a  deer.  I  think  I  might  have  succeeded 
if  I  had  had  a  good  dog.  This  dog  here  didn  t 
seem  to  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  thing.  He 
didn't  hunt  much.  He  just  ran  ahead,  sort  ot 
sniffing  around  on  the  ground,  but  he  really 
wasn't  in  earnest,  I  know.  I  blame  him  for  much 
of  this  trouble,  although  I  am  perfectly  J'lUing 
to  take  my  share  of  the  blame,  and  pay  tor  the 
cow.  ^  . 

"  It  happened  like  this.  We  were  walking 
along  in  the  manner  I  have  described,  and  I  was 
sicking  the  dog  on,  though  he  didn't  seem  to  care 
much  about  my  sicking,  when  suddenly  he 
stopped  short  and  then  dashed  forward  into  the 
bushes,  and  commenced  barking  loudly,  i 
followed  him,  of  course,  and  he  led  me  quite  a 
chase.  And  then,  just  as  we  reached  this  swamp 
here,  I  saw  that  he  was  chasing  what  looked  to  me 
like  a  deer.  They  weren't  going  very  fast,  and  i 
managed  to  get  a  shot  at  the  animal,  and  brought 
it  to  the  ground  with  the  third  or  fourth  shot,  it 
fell  near  the  spot  where  you  found  me,  and  i 
dashed  forward  to  cut  its  throat,  when  I  teU  mto 
that  mud  hole.  „  j  j. 

"  As  soon  as  I  realised  my  danger  I  caUed  to 
the  dog,  thinking  I  might  send  him  back  to  camp 
with  a  note  for  you.  H§  came  and  sat  down  at 
a  distance,  and  looked  at  me  and  then  at  the 
deer  He  did  this  two  or  three  times,  and  then 
he  trotted  away  and  left  me.  His  behaviour  was 
very  strange.  ,       ,  ,  . 

"  My  feelings  for  the  next  hour  beggar  descrip- 
tion. It  seemed  such  a  horrible  death  to  die. 
I  could  not  see  the  deer  very  pkm— or  alas  !  the 
animal  I  had  shot  for  a  deer,  for  I  soon  discovered 
my  mistake.  It  was  a  cow.  The  discovery  added 
nothing  to  my  comfort.  And  then  you  came  and 
rescued  me.  But  there  can  be  no  d-^  '  ot  about  it. 
I  have  killed  someone's  cow." 

We  were  speechless  with  varying  emotions,  but 
managed  to  retain  a  semblance  of  our  customary 
decorum.  We  then  proceeded  to  examine  tlie 
carcass  of  the  murdered  bovine. 

As  the  Parson  had  said,  there  was  no  doubt 
about  it.  He  had  slain  a  cow.  Whose  cow  it 
was,  was  the  next  question.  Then  I  remembered 
that  Hogarth  owned  a  few  head  of  cattle,  and  the 
truth  dawned  upon  me.  The  cow  had  strayed 
far  from  home,  and  Sooner  had  found  her,  and 
realised  that  it  was  his  duty  to  escort  her  safely 
home  again.  This  he  had  set  about  doing,  and 
was  no  doubt  happy  over  the  thought  that  this 
would  square  things  with  "  the  old  woman,  when 
the  Parson  had  stepped  in  and  spoiled  everything, 
and  now  Sooner  felt  that  in  some  way  he  would 
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be  blamed  for  the  direful  deed,  hence  his 
dejection. 

He  had  sat  with  his  back  turned  upon  us  during 
the  Parson's  narration,  a  silent  and  unmoved 
listener  to  that  tale  of  shame.  No  doubt  he  felt 
the  disgi-ace  of  having  made  himself  a  willing 
associate  of  such  an  ignoramus  as  his  companion 
had  proved  himself  to  be.  He  still  held  himself 
aloof,  and  trailed  along  behind  when  we  had 
finished  our  inspection  of  the  carcass  and  had 
started  back  to  camp. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  get  these  clothes  off,"  the 
Parson  remarked  as  he  walked  stiffly  along, 
strangely  silent,  with  respect  to  his  lower 
extremities,  now  that  the  boots  were  resting  in 
their  muddy  grave.  "  I  feel  like  a  veritable  '  man 
of  clay.' " 

"  Tou  certainly  look  the  part  to  perfection," 
J ack  vouchsafed  to  reply. 

As  luck  would  have  it,  when  we  got  back  to 
camp  we  found  Hogarth  there  in  person.  To  him 
we  unbosomed  ourselves,  and  although  deeply 
moved  by  the  tale,  he  agreed  to  break  the  news  to 
"the  old  woman."  This  removed  a  great  load 
from  our  minds,  as  that  was  a  mission  none  of  us 
cared  to  perform.  We  proceeded  to  liquidate  the 
affairs  of  the  Parson.  He  paid  over  forty  dollars 
to  Hogarth  for  the  cow,  and  the  matter  became 
history — oft  repeated  history,  at  that,  when  any 
of  us  get  to  reminiscing,  as  we  sometimes  do. 

"  I'U  keep  the  bosses  locked  up,"  Hogarth  said 
to  me  in  a  loud  aside,  "  till  the  Parson  goes.  He 
might  shoot  one  of  'em  fer  a  b'ar.  Guess  the  old 
woman  won't  be  much  riled,  'cause  she  had  it  in 
fer  that  caow  'cause  the  dern  critter  was  allers 
runnin'  away,  an'  ef  they  was  any  loggers  'round 
they  ketched  'er  an'  milked  'er  dry,  an'  that  made 
the  old  woman  mad.  Waal,  s'long.  I'll  go  squar 
things  t'hum." 

As  we  were  lounging  around  the  camp-fire  that 
evening,  the  Parson  thus  addressed  us :  "  When 
I  was  in  that  quagmire,"  said  he,  "  I  had  ample 
time  for  reflection,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  was  not  exactly^  suited  to  this  life.  I 
decided  that  if  I  ever  got  out  of  that  hole  alive  I 
would  go  back  to  Indiana  and  take  a  rest.  A  few 
more  such  painful  experiences  would  make  a  total 
wreck  of  me.  I  think  I'll  give  it  up  and  go  home. 
I'll  hire  Hogarth  to  drive  me  over  to  the  nearest 
railroad  station  to-morrow." 

We  did  not  try  to  dissuade  him,  and  were  eager 
to  help  him  with  his  packing.  The  next  morning 
he  left,  and  we  heaved  a  sigh  of  relief  as  he 
disappeared  from  view  in  one  of  Hogarth's 
antiquated  vehicles. 

That  was  the  last  we  ever  saw  or  heard  of  the 
Parson  from  Indiana,  but  though  lost  to  sight,  to 
memory  he  will  be  always  dear. 

Fayette  Dublin,  jun. 
(in  Forest  and  Stream). 


WHIPPING  FOR  CHUB. 


The  old  saying,  "  Once  a  chub  hole  always  a 
chub  hole,"  is,  I  have  no  doubt,  true  in  the  main ; 
but  I,  in  common  with  other  anglers,  have  at  times 
found  it  easier  to  discrecfit  than  believe,  and  yet, 
when  the  capriciousness  of  chub,  as  regards  their 
feeding,  is  properly  considered,  I  have  no  doubt 
there  is  more  truth  in  the  old  statement  than 
would  appear  at  first  sight.  Although  chub  are, 
when  on,  greedy  feeders,  you  can  fish  the  same 
swims  to-morrow  under  exactly  the  same  con- 
ditions, apparently,  as  you  did  to-day,  and  not 
get  even  one  fish,  where  to-day  you  had  perhaps  a 
dozen  ;  and  anyone  not  making  due  allowance  for 
their  habits  might  be  tempted  to  believe  that  the 
fish  had  shifted  their  quarters. 

Izaak  Walton  evidently  thought  a  good  deal  of 
the  chub,  as  witness  his  instructions  to  his 
scholar,  and  the  pains  he  was  at  to  "  recover  the 
lost  credit  of  the  poor  despised  chub."  And  it 
is  significant  also  that  in  his  book  the  first  lesson 
he  gives  his  scholar  is  regarding  the  habits  and 
capture  of  chub,  his  reason  for  this  being 
that  he  is  so  easily  caught.  Is  he.  As  to 
the  edible  qualities  of  this  fish,  which  Walton 
so  bravely  defended,  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  speak,  and  must  leave  it  to  my  readers 
as  quite  a  matter  of  taste ;  but  the  object  of  these 
lines  is  to  point  out  a  method  by  which  the 
capture  of  the  fish  may  be  effected,  being  quite 
content  to  leave  the  cooking  and  eating  to  those 
who  care  to  attempt  it.    There  are  probably  as 


many  and  varied  methods  for  its  capture  as  any 
fish  which  inhabits  the  waters  of  our  rivers,  and 
yet,  considering  that  it  grows  to  a  good  size,  and 
is  pretty    generally    distributed  all  over  the 
country,  it  seems  to  receive  but  scant  attention 
from  the  general  body  of  anglers  in  comparison 
to  the  efforts  made  to  capture  other  species  of 
fish.    There  may  be  many  reasons  for  this.  In 
comparison  to  the  numbers  that  go  roaching,  how 
many  do  you  hear  of  going  chubbing  P  Then 
again,  there  is  the  angler  who,  in  the  summer 
months,  confines  himself  principally  to  fly-fishing, 
and  during  the  winter  is  either  occupying  his 
leisure  hours  with  roach  or  jack  or  the  more 
recently-favoured  sport  of  sea  fishing.   There  is 
no  denying  the  fact  that  a  certain  amount  of 
odium  attaches  to  the  chub,  and  you  often  hear 
the  remark — What  is  the  good  of  them  when  you 
catch  them,  you  cannot  eat  them?     But  how 
many  anglers  eat  their  catches  of  fresh-water 
fish  ?    Another  reason,  and  I  think  a  very  strong 
one,  why  chub  has  come  to  be  looked  upon  as  a 
nuisance  by  some  anglers  is  his  predilection  for 
your  brand  new  floating  May  Fly  during  what  is 
termed    the  duffers'  fortnight,    and  then  he 
assuredly  is  a  nuisance  in  any  river  where  ti'out 
and  chub  are  met  with  in  the  same  stretch  of 
water.    I  well  remember  some  years  ago  having 
an  opportunity  of  a  day's  fishing  on  a  portion  of 
the  Kennett    where  the  trout  run  large,  but 
where  their  capture  is  seldom  effected  except 
during  the  May  Fly  season.     A  few  friends 
had  gone  down  some  days  before,  and  from  them 
I  had  varying  accounts  of  the  fish  captured  and 
also  as  to  the  rise  of  fly,  some  of  the  naturals 
being  sent  on  to  me  to  give  me  an  idea  of  colour 
and  size,  &c.    I  sat  up  all  night  making  some 
flies,  with  which  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  make 
acquaintance  with  these  monsters  of  the  Kennett. 
On  my  arrival  at  the  water  the  next  day  I  was 
informed  of  a  monster  fish  which  one  of  my 
friends  had  hooked  and  held  for  a  few  moments, 
but  which  had  broken  away,  the  weight  being 
variously  estimated  from  81b.  to  121b.,  and  I  was 
also  told  of  a  fish  which  had  been  rising  at  the 
mouth  of  a  small  stream  on  the  opposite  bank, 
and  which  they  wished  me  to  try  for  as  none  of 
them  had  been  able  to  rise  him.    I  was  duly  con- 
ducted to  the  spot,  and  was  soon  made  aware  of 
the  presence  of  rising  fish,  the  one  in  par- 
ticular   being   pointed   out  to   me.     I  threw 
carefully  over  the  fish  several  times  without 
any  response,   and  then   determined  to  give 
him  a  rest,  and  so,  having  lighted  our  pipes, 
we  sat  down  to  discuss  flies  and  fish  in  general, 
and  this  fish  in  particular.    After  an  interval  of 
some  minutes,  during  which  time  the  fish  started 
rising  freely,  I  put  on  a  fresh  fly  and  made  ready 
for  another  onslaught  on  that  trout,  the  rising  of 
which  somehow  I  thought  was    not  exactly 
according  to  Cocker.   At  the  first  cast  I  got  a 
few  inches  above  the  spot,  and  my  May  Fly, 
nicely  cocked,  floated  jauntily  over  the  place, 
when  ah !  I've  got  him,  and  immediately  I  had 
struck  the  fish  he  made  one  mad  rush  from  almost 
directly  opposite  me  to  within  a  few  feet  of  where 
I  was  standing  on  the  bank.   The  suddenness  of 
this  and  the  direction  he  had  taken  caused  me  to 
have  a  lot  of  slack  line.    This  I  pulled  through 
the  rings  at  once,  and  got  a  tight  line  on  my  fish, 
which  after  one  or  two  more  rushes  was  safely 
landed,  when,  to  my  great  disgust,  it  turned 
out  to  be  a  chub  of  about  4-2-1  b.    The  rest  of 
the  day  was  spent  in  casting  over  rising  fish, 
of  one  kind  and  another,  but  never  a  trout  came 
to  bank,  but  I  caught  some  of  the  grandest  dace 
and  largest  chub  on  that  day  it  has  ever  been  my 
good  fortune  to  get  on  a  fly.    Of  coui'se  all  the 
fish  being  out  of  season  and  also  out  of  condition 
were  duly  returned.    This  has  happened  to  me 
several  times  since,  catching  chub  instead  of 
trout ;  but  I  have  got  to  hold  a  better  opinion  of 
the  chub,  and  do  not  entertain  those  feelings  of 
disdain  for  him  which  I  certainly  felt,  at  any  rate 
for  the  time  being,  on  the  occasion  quoted  above. 
During  the  winter  months  chub  are  mostly  fished 
for  by  either  ledgering  or  what  is  familiarly  called 
"long  corking."    This  latter  term  seems  to  be 
pretty  generally  applied  to  the  method  of  fishing 
with  a  running  line  and  floating  downstream 
some  twenty  Or  thirty  yards  to  the  fish.  What 
the  exact  meaning  of  the  term  is  I  do  not 
profess   to   understand,  or   whether   the  ex- 
pression  is   used   only   when   the   angler  is 
using  one  of  the  long  cork  floats  that  carry 


plenty  of  shot  I  cannot  say,  but  in  any  case  the 
method  seems  to  me  to  be  identical.    I  have  no 
doubt  it  would  be  superfluous  in  these  columns 
to  describe  these  different  styles,  as  they  must  be 
pretty  well  known  to  most  readers,  but  my 
principal  object  in  penning  these  lines  is  to  draw 
attention  to  this  much  despised  fish,  and  also  to 
try  and  induce  some  anglers  to  try  a  method  of 
capture  which  I  have  never  seen  practised  in  the 
winter,  but  which  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
deadly  modes  of  chub  fishing  in  the  summer 
and  autumn   months.     This  style,  known  as 
whipping  for  chub,  is  in  very  great  favour  up  the 
Thames,  a  river  that  is  well  adapted  to  this  style, 
and  from  whose  waters  I  have  had  many  a  good 
fish.    I  have  often  been  astonished  when  speaking 
of  whipping  to  fellow  anglers  at  the  misappre- 
hension which  seems  to  exist  as  to  this  method 
of  chub  fishing,  for  most  people  you  speak  to 
on  the  subject  seem  to  think  that  you  mean 
fly  fishing  with  large  Palmers,  Bumble  Bees, 
and  other  such-like  flies,  and  when  you  explain  to 
them  that  the  only  lure  used  is  a  frog,  you  often 
find  they  have  never  tried  this  way,  although  they 
have  heard  about  it  often  enough,  and  yet,  on  the 
upper  and  mid-Thames,  scarcely  any  other  bait  is 
used  by  regular  habitues  of  the  river  so  long  as 
the  requisite  baits  are  obtainable.  I  had  intended 
this  autumn  to  have  caught  a  number  of  fi'Ogs 
and  preserved  them  in  a  solution  of  formalin  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  natural  baits  are 
treated,  but  the  matter  having  escaped  me  until 
it  was  too  late  for  a  supply  of  frogs,  I  must  per- 
force leave  it  until  next  year.     I  am  quite 
prepared  to  hear  that  the  artificial  frog  (rubber  I 
think  they  are  made  of)  has  been  tried  in  the 
winter  without  success,  but  that,  to  my  mind, 
proves    nothing,  for    I    have   tried    them  in 
the    summer  with  a  very  small   measure  of 
success  when  compared  with  the  natural  bait, 
and  I  go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  providing 
you  can  get  within  casting  distance  of  chub 
without  them  being  aware  of  your  presence,  and 
your  frog  be  presented  to  them  in  a  proper 
manner,  they  will  never  refuse  the  proffered  lure. 
As  I  am  of  opinion,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  this 
kind  of  chub  fishing  is  not  so  well  understood  as 
it  deserves  to  be,  a  short  description  of  the 
necessary  tackle  and  how  to  use  it  may  be 
acceptable  to  some.    First,  then,  as  to  the  rod. 
The  very  best  kind  I  have  come  across  is  a  split- 
cane  fly  rod  that  is  much  too  stiff  for  ordinary 
dry-fly  work.     Perhaps  this  is  rather  vague. 
Some  years  ago  a  number  of  American  built 
cane  rods  were  on  the  market  that  were  more  fit 
for  spinning  a  worm  or  artificial  minnow  than 
for  dry-fly  work,  for  which  they  were  presumably 
made,  and  it  is  such  a  rod  as  this  (about  eleven 
feet  long,  and  with  a  top  on  the  heavy  side),  that  I 
would  recommend,  for  you  will  find  a  frog  with 
leaded  hook  inside  him,  that  has  to  be  dragged 
from  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water,  both 
in  recovery  and  the  forward  cast,  no  small 
tax    upon    the    stability    of    the    rod.  The 
line  should  be  fairly  stout  and  not  tapered, 
either  dressed  or  not,  as  fancy  guides  you, 
as  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  running 
line  to  float — at  least,  not  the  seven  or  eight 
yards  from  the  junction  with  the  trace.  The 
reel  should  be  about  three  inches  in  diameter, 
with  large  barrel  to  wind  in  quickly,  as  you  will 
often  have  to  cast  amongst  old  stumps,  &c.,  when 
after  the  "  white  lipped "  gentry.    The  trace 
should  be  at  least  nine  feet  long;  ten  feet  is 
better,  and  made  of  good,  sound,  natural  gut, 
slightly  stained,  with  a  loop  at  each  end — the 
bottom  one  to  which  your  hook  is  to  be  looped — 
at  least  three  or  four  inches  in  length,  to  allow  of 
your  bait  being  passed  through  it  in  the  operation 
of  slipping  freshly-baited  hooks  on  and  off.  The 
hooks  I  prefer  are  round  bend,  about  No.  6  new 
numbers,  and  these  must  be  leaded  on  the  shank. 
They  can  be  bought  so  leaded  from  any  tackle 
maker,  but  I  generally  find  there  is  either  too 
much  lead,  or  else  it  is  carried  too  far  down  the 
shank,  and  for  that  reason  generally  use  lead 
wire  and  wind  as  much  as  I  require  round  the 
shank  of  the  hooks,  commencing  close  up  to  where 
the  bend  of  the  hook  starts,  and  carrying  the 
wire  down  the  shank  about  half  an  inch.  The 
other  requisites  are  a  baiting  needle  and  a  reel  of 
fine  but  strong  thread.   Having  supplied  your- 
self with  a  good  number  of  frogs,  you  proceed  to 
bait  about  a  dozen  hooks.   If  you  do  this  you 
will  find  it  repay  you,  as  it  often  happens  that 
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yoii  want  to  change  your  bait  quickly,  and  if  you 
nave  not  plenty  of  baited  hooks  ready,  you  may 
drift  past  some  good  holds  for  chub  while  this 
process  is  being  carried  out.    The  manner  of 
baiting  is  as  follows  :  Take  a  frog  (about  one  and 
a  half  to  two  inches  long,  head  and  body,  is  the 
size  I  prefer)  from  your  bag,  in  which  they  should 
be  kept  tied  up  with  some  damp  grass,  and  having 
first  killed  it,  slip  the  loop  of  your  hook  length  into 
the  baiting  needle  and  pass  the  needle  down  the 
mouth  of  the  frog  and  bring  it  out  of  the  vent, 
exactly  between  the  hind  legs ;  the  bend  of  the  hook 
is  thus  drawn  to  the  side  of  the  mouth  ;  take  a 
length  of  thread  and  fasten  it  with  a  couple  of 
hitches   securely  on    the    gut  of  the  hook, 
about  an  inch  or  more,  according  to  the  size 
of  frog  used ;  take  hold  of  the  feet  of  the  hind 
legs,  and  with  a  couple  of  turns  of  thread  fasten 
them  round  the  ankles  very  securely,  so  that  the 
feet  will  not  slide  up  or  down.    The  legs  should 
not  be  extended  straight  along  the  gut,  but 
fastened  at  such  a  distance  that  each  leg  will  form 
two  sides  of  a  triangle,  with  the  gut  as  base. 
Having  got  all  your  gear  ready,  the  next  thing  is 
how  to  use  it.   A  boat  or  punt  is  necessary,  and 
a  man  to  manage  it  who  understands  the  business 
in  hand  is  a  great  acquisition,  as  very  much 
depends  upon  the  handling  of  the  craft.   We  will 
suppose  you  have  come  down  stream  to  within 
sight  of  a  likely  place,  and  your  boatman  has 
carefully  piloted  you  to  within  casting  distance 
of  a  chubby  lookiiig  spot.    You  commence  casting 
across  and  very  slightly  downstream,  and  get 
your  bait  to  fall  as  close  into  the  bank  as  possible, 
providing  always,  of  course,  that  it  is  not  too 
weedy,  in  which  case  cast  as  near  as  you  can 
to  the  weeds,   allowing   for   sufficient  depth 
for  your  bait  to  sink.   Before  I  go  any  further, 
let  me  describe  the  method  of  casting,  which 
is  entirely  different  to  that  of  casting  a  fly 
Draw  off  some  seven  or  eight  yards  of  line,  and 
make  one  or  two  casts,  to  run  the  line  through  the 
rings,  and  at  each  cast  increase  the  length  until 
sufficient  is  out  to  reach  the  desired  spot.  In 
casting  you  will  have  to  use  a  fair  amount  of  force, 
in  order  to  throw  your  line  behind  you,  and  you 
must  never  attempt  the  forward  cast  until  you 
hear  your  frog  drop  in  the  water  at  the  back  of 
you.    Gradually  raise  your  rod  with  a  slow  move- 
ment, until  you  feel  the  drag  on  the  line,  and 
then,  with  a  rapid  forward  and  downward  cast, 
br'ng  your  bait  from  behind,  in  a  semicircle  over 
your  head,  when,  if  you  have  sufficient  line  out, 
your  bait  will  fall  with  a  plop  into  the  desired 
spot.  It  is  necessary  in  this  casting  to  have  plenty 
of  slack  line,  and  in  making  the  forward  cast  the 
left  hand  grips  the  line,  and  when  the  cast  is  in 
progress  shoot  as  much  line  as  required  to  get  the 
distance.    In  recovering  for  another  cast  draw  in 
the  slack  line  with  the  left  hand  until  line  is  tight, 
and  then,  still  holding  on  with  the  left  hand, 
make  the  upward  sweep  with  the  right,  and  so  cast 
the  frog  behind  you.    I  am  afraid  this  is  not  a 
very  lucid  description,  but  it  is  like  most  things 
connected  with  fishing,  much  easier  to  learn  from 
seeing  it  done  than  all  the  explanations  can  effect 
We  will  suppose  you  have  mastered  the  casting 
and  got  your  bait  where  you  want  it,  you  allow 
the  frog  to  sink,  which  it  will  do  slowly  until  it 
reaches  the  bottom,  still  holding  the  running  line 
loosely  in  the  left  hand  and  allow  the  bait  to  stay 
where  it  is  for  about  a  minute,  as  the  largest  fish 
sometimes  have  a  habit  of  picking  the  frog  up 
from  the  bottom,  when,  if  such  is  the  case,  you 
will  notice  a  very  slight  lightening  of  the  line, 
when  you  must  immediately  strike,  and  if  your 
fish  is  hooked  get  him  away  from  his  hold  as 
quickly  as  possible.   In  most  cases  if  you  have 
succeeded  in  dropping  down  without  disturbing 
the  fish,  almost  as  soon  as  your  bait  touches 
the  water  you  will  feel  a  tug  which  often  drags 
the  line  out  of  your  hand,  and  for  this  you  must 
be  always  prepared  by  gripping  the  line  instantly, 
which  in  itself  is  generally  sufficient  to  hook  the 
fish,  for  they  come  at  the  bait  with  just  such  a 
dash  as  a  pike  or  trout  at  a  spinning  bait.  I 
should  have  stated  that  the  angler  should  sit  in 
the  stern  of  the  punt  and  the  boatman  should 
keep  her  head  up-stream  and  across;  in  fact, 
about  half-way  from  broadside  on  to  the  stream. 
If  the  punt  is  kept  too  straight  there  is  great 
danger  of  the  angler  catching  the  boatman  either 
in  the  forward  or  backward  cast.  Although  there 
are  many  other  ways  of  catching  chub,  and  I 
have  tried  a  good  many,  none  has  the  same  charms 


for  me  as  whipping  with  frog,  except,  of  course, 
fly,  and  to  those  who  have  not  tried  it  I  am 
sure  if  they  do  they  will  be  fascinated  with 
this  method.  I  have  no  doubt  many  of  your 
readers  may  think  that  this  style  of  angling 
is  best  left  alone  in  winter,  but  I  have  been 
induced  to  write  these  lines  from  some 
correspondence  I  came  across  when  looking  over 
some  of  my  old  volumes  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
(a  very  favourite  occupation  of  mine  by  the  way), 
I'clating  to  cannibalism  in  chub,  chub  taking  live 
bait,  &c.,  and  as  these  instances  quoted  occurred 
in  the  winter  time  it  revived  the  idea  I  had  of 
trying  for  chub  in  winter  whipping  with  preserved 
frog.  If  any  of  your  numerous  readers  have  ever 
tried  this  style  and  bait  in  winter  I  hope  they 
will  give  us  their  experiences,  and  to  those  who 
have  not  and  have  the  temerity  to  try  the  experi- 
ment I  can  only  say  "  Jolly  good  luck  and  tight 
lines."  E.  F.  Goodwin. 


FISHING  GAZETTE  INDEX 
•(See  Supplement). 
With  this  issue  of  Dec.  29  we  give  an  index  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  from  July  to  December,  1900.   We  also 
desire  to  point  out  that  with  the  nezt  number  (Jan.  5) 
commences  Vol.  XLII. 
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Rvver  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  eiweloptB 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fi8Hl>  8 
Gazette,  St.  Dtmatan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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Time  of  Hi^h  Wat«r  In  the  Thamea. 

To  find  tbe  time  of  high  water  in  the  Th&mes  at  any  of  tbe 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  bigh  water  at  Loadon  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min,  for  Ohelsea.  fSS  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „     „   Pntney.  a^,iJ^'   h     »  Hlcbmond. 

46  ,,  „  Hammersmith,  ^"'^180  „  „  Twickenham. 
60   ,,    „  Bameg.  (^85   „     „  Teddlngton. 

ExAMFLB :— If  It  la  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddlngton  at  3.26,  or  85  minntes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  np-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  mncll, 
and  one  down- stream  retards  It. 

TlUB  OF  ElSH  WATIB  AT  LONDON  BBIDttl. 

Uornlng.  Krenlnff. 

29    6.51    7.18 

80    7.47    8  19 

31    8.53   9.31 

1    10.  9    10.45 

2    11.2.'    11.58 

3  „   —    0.29 

4    0.58   „  1.25 


Dec. 


Saturday, 

Sunday,  ,, 

Monday,  , , 
Tuesday,  Jan. 
Wednesday,  „ 

Thursday,  ,, 

Friday,  ,, 


HlSH  WAXES  AT  AMBBBLBT  AND  FULBOBODSH. 

Horning.  Xvenlnff. 

Saturday,     Dec.    29    7.31    7.58 

Sunday,  „      30    8  27    8..59 

Monday,         ,,      31    9  33    10.11 

These  times  show  high  water  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Amberley, 
Fnlborough  will  be  2h.  40m.  later. 


THE  LATE  MR.  HARRY  WARNER. 
To  meet  people,  locally,  the  late  Mr.  Harry  Warner  was 
best  known  as  a  comedian,  and  by  his  ability  to  sing  a 
oomic  song  in  a  really  comic  and  entertaining  manner— 
to  sing  it,  in  fact,  as  no  one  else  locally  could  sing  it. 
Probably  Mr.  Warner,  cut  off  in  the  very  prime  of  his  early 
manhood,  has  caused  more  genuine  healthy  laughter — 
which  is  a  medicine  in  itself — than  anyone  else  in  the 
district,  and  for  this  alone  his  memory  should  be  and  is 
respected,  and  his  untimely  loss  mourned.  But  those  who 
knew  "Harry"  best  knew  that  he  had  other  gifts,  and 
among  the  best  of  them  was  his  ability  to  t«ll,  and  to 
wiite,  good  fishing  tales.  Several  good  things  from  his 
pen  saw  the  light  in  one  or  othtfr  of  the  angling  j  Durnals, 
The  one  I  give  below  ig  a  fair  sample  of  his  style,  and  was 
I  believe,  written  only  just  prior  to  his  death.  It  has  no 
title,  so  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  naming  this  one  of  his 
literary  babies,  and  call  it : 

A  PERCH  DAY  IN  THE  "  AIR  PIT." 
(By  H.  W.  Waeneb.) 
3ee  that  little  baby  spinner  there,  hanging  on  the 
looking  glass  ?  Not  much  bigger  than  a  sixpenny  bit, 
is  it  ?  Well,  I've  had  better  sport  among  the  perch  with 
that  insignificant  little  contrivance  than  all  other  biits 
put  together.   I'll  tell  you  how  it  came  about. 

There  were  four  of  us  camping  in  a  favourite  spot  along- 
side "  cur  air  pit,"  a  summer  or  two  ago.  Our  tent  was 
up  in  the  same  spot  a  month  or  two  at  a  time,  and  we 
would  spend  week  ends  and  odd  days  there — principally 
fishing.  At  least  two  of  ua  fished — the  other  two  "  rested  " 
most  of  the  time. 

That  there  were  good  perch  in  the  "  air  pit "  anyone 
(who  had  fished  it  as  we  had)  could  not  help  but  know. 

And  yet  both  W  and  I  had  tried  for  them  time  after 

time,  and  had  always  been  beaten.  Minnows,  worms, 
gentles — fished  all  styles,  were  ignored  by  these  knowing 
perch  in  a  most  aggravating  manner,  until  we  hit  on  the 
idea  of  that  tiny  spinner. 

A  pattern  was  cut  out  in  tin  and  I  mounted  it  on  a 
length  of  fine  gut,  with  one  treble  hook  and  two  or  three 
red  glass  beads  to  spin  on. 

Next  time  we  went  down  to  camp  the  water  was  rather 
low,  and  not  much  runniog  over  the  "airs."  But  this 
seemed^  to  be  jn  our  favour,  for  having  made  our  "  little 
bit  of  tin  "  additionally  attractive  with  a  small  red  worm, 
hung  on  the  treble,  we  made  the  first  cast.  There  was  an 
almost  simultaneous  response,  and  we  felt  that  firm,  steady 
strain  on  the  line  which  tells  of  a  fish  well  hooked.  After 
a  brief  struggle  a  handsome  perch  was  safely  drawn  up  the 
shelving  stonework  of  the  weir,  the  first  of  half  a  score 
red-finned  beauties.  They  were  not  "little  penny  'uns," 
as  the  boy  said,  but  "  Aldermanic  "  perch  of  nigh  two 
pounds,  warm  liverjmen  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
regular  turtle-fed  Lord  Mayor's  elect,  with  shining  bright 
eyes,  and  fins  all  bristling. 

Fortune  favoured  us  indeed  that  brief  afternoon,  and 
as  we  wandered  into  camp  that  evening  we  sang  these 
old  lines — 

We'll  take  no  care  when  the  weather  proves  fair, 

Nor  will  we  vex  now,  tho'  it  rain ; 
We'll  banish  all  sorrow  and  sing  till  to-morrow. 

And  angle,  and  angle  again. 

Some  of  the  terms  used  in  Mr.  Warner's  short  paper 
need  a  little  explanation.  Take  the  "  air  pit,"  for  instance. 
In  cettain  districts  on  the  Avon  weirs  are  always  termed 
"air  pits"  or  "air  holes."  The  average  countryman 
always  aims  at  simplicity  and  ease  of  pronunciation,  and 
one  can  easily  perceive  the  transition  from  "weir" 
(pronounced  generally  "  were  "  or  "  wnr  '•')  to  "  air,"  jcsS 
as  most  fish  hook  makers  £ay  "  aled  "  for  "  annealed  " — 
annealed,  'naaled,  'ealed,  and  finally  the  bread  Worcester- 
shire "'aled."  Another  word  which  used  to  bother  me 
very_ much  was  "nate,"  used  bjr  river-sida  dwellers,  and 
applied  to  a  small  island.  This  is  evidently  from  "eyot," 
a  small  river  island,  and  the  transition  from  "  an  eyot "  to 
"  a  nate "  is  easily  seen. — Avoxian,  in  the  Redditch 
Indicator, 


ENQLISE  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley). — Results  poor;  water  cslonredi 
moderate  stream  ;  rain  falling. — Stanley  Mead. 

—  (Lechlatle,  &o.). — A  good  number  of  anglers 
turned  up  here  at  Christmas  in  spite  of  its  being  nasty 
foggy  weather.  The  river  at  St.  John's  Bridge  was  in 
very  fair  order,  but  slightly  discoloured  from  the  recent 
heavy  rains,  which  put  the  river  bank  high.  Some  good 
sport  was  had  in  several  iiis'ranoes  with  pike  of  from  41b.  to 
91b.  Some  fine  terc^  have  been  taken  in  one  of  the 
sections  of  the  Thames  and  Severn  Canal,  and  a  few  small 
jack  have  also  been  caught.  Some  of  the  sections  at 
present  are  absolutely  bare  of  water  except  when  it  is  let 
down,  but  I  heard  of  one  venturesome  man  getting  his 
small  launch  through  to  the  Severn. — The  Rambler. 

Aucholme  District.— Conditions  have  been  favour- 
able for  winter  angling,  and  bitkets  of  roach  and  pike 
have  been  taken  on  various  parts  of  the  river.  Brandy 
Math,  Coal  Dyke  End,  and  the  New  Cut  have  been  the 
best  places. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Coin,  laeach,  &o.  (Haa'i  Oloncestsrahlre).— The 
Swan  Hotel  waters  at  Bibury,  the  Arlington,  Williamstrip 
Park,  Quenington,  Fairford  Park  upper  waters,  Fairford 
Park  "Broadwater,"  Bull  Hotel  (Fairford),  Dadgrove, 
and  Lower  Coin  lengths  are  about  to  be  restocked  with 
Fario  from  the  Surrey  and  Hampshire  trout  streams, 
chiefly  with  6in.  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  ;  but  in  one 
case  an  important  re-stocking  with  205  three-year-olds 
in  about  a  mile  of  water  will  take  place,  which  order  has 
been  placed  with  Mr.  Valentine  Corrie,  of  Winchester, 
through  the  agency  of  a  well-known  local  angler  and  trout 
expert.  Two  or  three  ponds  and  lakes  are  to  be  experi- 
mented on  with  rainbow  trout,  where  they  cannot  get  out. 
The  Gloucestershire  streams  are  in  splendid  order  for  the 
spawning  season,  many  of  the  stretches  being  bink  high, 
so  that  the  ducks  cannot  reach  the  bed  of  the  river  to  get 
at  the  ova. — Pan, 

Fflu  District  (South  Linoa.  and  Camba.).->The 
mild,  open  weather  this  year  has  induced  a  good  deal  of 
angling  at  the  popular  resorts  of  the  district.  Seldom 
have  times  been  better  for  roaching  than  at  present  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Some  ca{)ital  bags  have  been  made  on 
the  waters  about  Snrfleet.  A  good  many  put  in  an  appear- 
ance on  Saturday,  while  others  turned  up  on  Christmas 
Eve,  On  Sunday  it  appeared  as  though  frost  had  come  at 
last,  but  it  had  all  changed  again  by  Wednesday.  Pike 
fishers  are  somewhat  disappointed  with  the  mild  weather, 
for  the  fish  coming  to  hand  run  as  a  rule  very  small  ;  6lb. 
or  71b.  were  the  best  weights  got  for  individual  fish  in  the 
Donnington  district.  And  the  same  reports  come  from 
the  Welland.  Deeping  anglers  complain  also  of  the  small- 
ness  of  the  fish. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Anglers  on  the  Idla 
did  scarcely  as  well  as  the  state  of  the  water  promifed,  and 
littlo  sport  is  reported,  though  Haxey,  Mattersey,  Clay- 
worth,  Scrooby,  and  other  favourite  resorts  had  fair 
numbers  drawn  by  the  mild  weather.  Some  of  the  swims 
about  Mattertey  yielded  a  few  nice  roach,  otherwiee 
bottom  fishing  was  unremunerative.  These  were  mostly 
taken  by  swimming  the  maggot.  Pike  fishing,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and  some  fair-sized  fish 
have  been  brought  to  hand  from  the  waters  near  Scrooby. 
The  waters  about  Park  Drain  Station  have  also  yielded 
very  well,  but  on  the  whole  sport  has  hardly  been  up  to 
that  of  the  preceding  month. — L. 

Jjark  (Barton  Mil's).-;- Wednesday  was  a  perfect 
spriog-like  day,  tbe  eun  ehining  brightly.  Big  rc^ch 
and  dace  rising  to  the  fly  ;  really  too  fine  for  pike  fishing. 
Several  Newmarket  and  Bury  St.  Edmund's  anglers  wire 
having  a  try,  but  not  much  luck.  Some  of  the  roach  were 
splendid  fish.  The  water  is  in  grand  order  now,  and 
prospects  Icok  like  lastin?.— Eaten. 

lie  a.— Down  to  this  (Thursday)  afternoon  little  in  the 
way  of  Eport  had  been  reported  from  the  Lea  and  its 
tributaries,  one  reason  for  this,  perhaps,  being  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  weather.  Fog  and  frost  have 
been  experienced,  and  early  in  the  week  it  was  very  thick 
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np  the  rker,  especially  in  the  Hertford  district.  Not 
many  anglers  have  been  out  during  the  holidays,  and 
ReneraUy  speaking,  as  far  as  my  information  goes,  eport 
has  been  tame.  The  pike  caught  have  ran  small.  Roach 
of  good  size  have  been  taken  at  Hertford.  The  rivar  is 
in  fair  condition. — Izaak  Walton, 

Jtngg  and  Arrow  (lioominrter).  —  Both  these 
Htreame  are  now  going  down  and  are  clearing  nicely  after 
having  been  coloured  and  high.  The  weather  has  been 
very  mild,  and  more  like  April  than  December.  The  sun 
shining  brightly  at  times  has  brought  a  few  grayling  on 
the  move,  but  angling  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill, 
the  weather  baing  so  unsettled  and  anglers  not  caring  to 
go  out.  Frosts  are  wanted  to  improve  the  prospects  of 
sport,  when  good  lots  of  grayling  should  be  linded  in  both 
streams.    The  Pinsley  ia  in  fair  order.— Gwynne. 

Itugg,  Anow,  and  Pinsley  (Klngr«land).— 
Frequent  heavy  storms  of  rain  have  kept  these  rivers 
flushed,  and  at  present  (Wednesday)  are  a  lot  too  swollen, 
though  but  little  stained.  To-day  has  been  fine,  and 
should  dry  weather  favour  us  fishing  with  sink  and  draw, 
floating  worm  and  maggot  (the  latter  for  preference) 
should  be  fairly  good  with  the  coming  week.  Graylin g  are 
now  m  splendid  condition.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neoJi).— We  had  the  most  severe  frost  of  the  season  in 
this  neighbourhood  on  Saturday  night,  and  next  morning 
all  the  ponds  were  covered  with  a  coating  of  ice,  and  there 
WM  every  appearance  of  Christmas  being  aooompaniBd 
with  suitable  weather,  and  anglers  were  rejoicing  in 
expectation  of  good  sport  amongst  grayling  during  the 
hohdays;  but  these  expectations  were  doomed  to  be 
disappointed,  as  the  frost  entirely  disappeared  before 
Christmas  Day,  which  bore  more  resemblance,  as  far  as 
the  mildness  of  the  atmosphere  was  concerned, 
to  the  weather  experienced  at  the  end  of  May, 
and  not  what  might  be  expected  at  the  close  of 
December.  Those  excursionists  who  visited  this  beautiful 
neighbourhood  from  the  cities  and  towns  in  Lancashire 
were  surprised  and  delighted  with  the  show  of  roses  and 
other  flowers  in  bloom,  and  to  which  the  sharp  frost  of 
Saturday  mght  had  done  very  little  damage  excepting  in 
exposed  places.  The  lovely  weather  was  much  enjoyed  by 
these  holiday  visitors,  many  of  whom  spent  all  their  time 
in  admiring  the  splendid  views  obtained  from  every  point 
of  vantage  in  the  vicinity.  Those  fond  of  angling  found 
the  best  sport  was  to  be  obtained  in  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal  amongst  the  pike,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish,  and  a 
few  pike  were  also  ciptured  in  the  Severn  and  Vymwy. 
At  the  time  of  writing  these  rivers  are  above  their  average 
level,  but  as  the  barometer  is  slowly  rising  there  is  more 
hope  of  settled  weather.— Vyrnwy. 

Snssex  Kivera  and  ChfohestBr  Canal.— 
Christmas  holidays,  so  long  looked  forward  to,  are  now 
past,  and,  from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  have  been  in 
most  instances  a  delusion.  The  weather  was  fairly  fine, 
with  not  even  a  tinge  of  frost  to  gladden  the  heart  of  a 
pike  fasherman.  As  I  write  a  vase  of  carnations,  jonquils, 
lobelia,  and  naaturtiams  grace  the  table,  a  fact  I  do  not 
remember  m  more  than  sixty  years'  experience  of 
an  J!,ngl«h  winter.  A  host  of  anglers  were  on  the  war 
path.  Rivers  were  in  fairly  good  order,  having 
somewhat  fined  down.  A  pike  of  6Jlb.  was  caught  near 
lletchmg  Mills  on  Tuesday  by  a  local  angler,  and  smaller 
fish  have  been  captured  from  the  Barcombe  portion  of  the 
Unae.  I'lke  fishing  on  the  Rother  was  fairly  encoessful ; 
among  tive  fish  the  heaviest  weighed  4lb.  2oz.  I  have  no 
news  from  the  Cuokmere  or  the  Adur.  Chichester  Canal 
waa  fairly  well  pitronised,  the  best  takes  of  the  week 
comprise  a  pfte  of  41b.  loz,.  perch  of  21b.,  and  bream  up 
to  lilb.  Mullet  and  bass  are  stiU  in  the  harbours,  but 
M,lt-water  fishermen  have  not  met  with  much  success.— 
Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing 
for  some  days.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled, 
and  heavy  fogs  were  had  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  no 
angling  was  done.  The  weather  cleared  on  Monday,  and 
the  water  began  to  go  down,  and  it  is  clearing  nioely^  bat 
still  on  the  high  side.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  has  not 
altered  the  state  of  the  water,  and  to-day,  Wednesday,  the 
Bun  IS  shining  beautifully,  with  a  few  showers  of  rain, 
and  more  hke  an  April  day  than  Christmas  time.  Angling 
has  been  at  a  standstill,  but  there  is  every  prospect  of 
■port  being  had  by  the  end  of  the  week  if  we  get  no  more 
rain.  Salmon  have  been  seen  moving  in  the  river  this 
week,  evidently  going  down  stream  after  spawning. 
Pike  have  been  on  the  feed,  and  sport  should  be  good. 
With  worm  and  maggot  some  fish  should  be  landed  if  any- 
one cares  to  go  out.  Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good. 
Wha,t  IS  wanted  is  a  few  nights'  hard  frost,  and  then 
pyhng  would  be  rising  well.  The  best  flies  to  use  will 
wu- V**  Tag,  WiUow,  Green  Insect,  SUver  Blue,  and 
Whirhng  Blue.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  quiet.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (T«ibnry).-The  water  In  this  part  his  gone 
clearer  after  being  high  and  muddy.  There  is  a  stain  on 
It  at  present,  and  it  ia  rather  high  owing  to  the  falls  of 
rain  that  iave  been  had  during  the  week.  Angling  has 
been  very  quiet,  and  at  the  end  of  last  week  the  water  was 
°"*r"?7"  ^  slowly  clearing,  and  if  we  get  fine  weather 
we  [ahonld  have  some  good  sport  by  Saturday,  as  the 
weather  should  be  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  the 
weather  being  like  spring  at  present,  and  the  flies  are  on 
the  water.  The  Raa,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  clear. 
■Notishing  done  this  week.— Woecester. 

Witlxain,  &c.  (Mld-Linoolia shire).— Seldom  have 
angleia  had  better  luck  than  they  have  had  during  this 
last  week  or  two  with  the  pike  on  different  sections  of  the 
nver,  not  only  at  one  place,  but  at  all  points  between 
Bardpey  and  Boston.  Scores  of  anglers  have  patronised 
the  different  swims,  and  many  have  got  good  specimen  fish, 
the  best  scahng  lOib.  and  upwards.    The  best  bags  have 


been  made  about  Tatterahall  Bridge.  One  angler  got  a 
^nfu®  201b. ;  another  from  Horncastle  got  one  of 

101b.  Near  to  Dogdjke  there  were  also  a  large  number  of 
hah  taken.  Boston  anglers  here  have  been  the  luckiest. 
Ihe  banks  of  the  Witham  and  the  Sincil  Dyke  have  been 
well  sprinkled  with  anglera  trying  for  roach,  particularly 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bardney.  The  tail-end  of  a  dew 
worm  and  the  brandling  have  been  very  useful.  Capital 
fish  up  to  IJlb,  each  have  been  grassed.  The  Old  Barlings 
Ban  has  also  yielded  some  good  baskets,  but  visitors  on  the 
Bain  have  scarcely  done  as  well  as  last  week,  though  some 
good  takes  of  roach  and  dace  have  fallen  to  maggots  and 
cockapur  worms.  The  best  roach  scaled  lib.  6oz  ,  and 
many  of  the  best  dace  ilb.  each.  Occasional  chub  have 
been  met  with  on  this  water.  A  Sheffield  visitor  got  one 
of  41b.  the  other  day. — Luci. 

Yare  (Brnndall).— Very  heavy  high  tides  here,  and, 
curiously  enough,  the  west  wind  causes  them.  I  went  out 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  jast  for  a  change,  but  the  fish  were 
not  at  home,  and  a  Norwich  man  who  had  been  at  it  all 
day  caught  nothing.  Sharp  frosts  are  on,  and  a  week  like 
this  should  bring  them  on  — W.  H.  Elsmobe. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dirwent,  Ouse, 
&0.  (Yorkshire).— There  was  a  sharpish  white  frost  or 
two  at  the  close  of  the  week,  but  the  weather  on  Christ- 
mas Eve,  Christmas  Day,  and  Boxing  Day  was  moist  and 
warm ;  and  with  roses,  violets,  pansies,  primroses, 
marguerites,  &c.,  in  bloom  in  gardens  far  np  the  dales, 
where  sharp-toothed  winter  generally  makes  her  influence 
felt  at  this  time  of  the  yaar  more  than  she  does  lower  down 
the  valleys,  it  was  hard  for  the  grayling  fisherman  to 
reahse,  as  he  put  his  foot  now  and  again  on  a  daisy  on  his 
way  to  the  waterside,  that  it  was  the  season  of  "  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  to  all  mjn."  No  doubt  the  wonderful 
genial  weather  has- tempted  more  anglers  out  than  perhaps 
would  have  been  the  case  had  it  been  sharp  and  frosty. 
But  on  the  whole,  moderate  sport  has  been  the  rule,  for 
the  white  frosts  frequently  brought  rain  on  the  moors, 
and  in  consequence  the  rivers  have  been  frequently 
unsettled.  This  has  been  the  case  as  far  as  the 
Tore  IS  concerned,  a  lot  of  de  Wet  having  fallen 
up  Wensleydale.  I  and  a  party  of  three  had  a 
few  hours'  pike  fishing  on  Monday,  but  sport  was 
bad,  the  fish  coming  very  short,  or,  ai  cnj  angler 
Tu  'i!  1°°*  opsning  their  mouths  wide  enough!" 
I  hear  of  the  capture  of  a  few  tm  ill  jack  at  Boroughbridge, 
and  some  of  the  roach  fishermen  have  done  fairly,  but  on 
the  whole  sp:rt  has  been  slow.  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  jun., 
caught  seven  or  eight  nice  grayling  on  Wednesday,  and 
four  dace  with  the  little  red  worm  ;  and  at  Hawes,  James 
Blades,  with  a  patron,  has  done  fairly.  The  Wharfe  haa 
not  fished  well,  although  the  bottom  fishermen  at  Wetherby , 
Tadcaster,  Boston  Spa,  &13.,  do  not  complain  of  any  lack 
of  sport.  Some  nice  pike  have  been  caught  on  the 
Derwent,  and.  with  sharper  weather,  spart  will  improve 
with  the  advent  of  the  New  Year,  which  I  trust  will  prove 
T       ?r  ^^PPy  prosperous  one  for  my  readers.- 

J.  B.  MiLLEK,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Laedi. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
North-East  cf  Scotland,— With  the  gale  of  Friday 
morning  last  the  Dee  came  down  big  from  the  lochs, 
ihere  waa  a  tremendous  sea  on,  but  any  fresh  fish  on  the 
coast  would  be  drawn  into  the  rivers  rather  than  driven 
oS  from  the  direction  of  the  wind.  Up  till  now  there  has 
been  an  entire  absence  of  the  usual  Christmas  snows,  and 
scarcely  in  the  memory  of  anyone  living  has  the  country 
been  looking  more  vernal  at  this  time  than  it  is  at  present. 
Ihe  absence  of  snow  on  the  hills  will  be  fatal  for  the 
summer  waters,  as  one  fall  or  so  of  snow  before  Christmas 
18  equal  to  two  after  for  keeping  up  the  rivers.  Mr.  J. 
Murray-Grant,  of  Moy,  has  been  defeated  in  claiming  a 
right  to  fish  for  salmon  on  the  Findhorn  on  the  waters 
adjoining  the  lands  of  Mr.  Hogarth,  known  as  the  Still 
tishings,  and  on  the  waters  of  Mr.  Munro-Ferguson, 
M  P.,  known  asthe  Sour.  Interdict  and  declaration  were 
both  granted.— G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Wateryille  (co.  Kerry).-Spawning  has  gone  on  very 
satisfactorily  during  the  pas^,  fortnight  on  all  rivers  in  this 
district.  Poaching  has  been  unheard  of,  and  it  ia  likely 
that  httle  or  nothing  will  be  heard  of  poachers  during  the 
present  spawning  season,  thanks  to  the  better  protection 
afforded  and  to  the  very  valuable  aid  given  to  the  watchers 
by  the  Royal  Insh  Constabulary  specially  detailed  for  pro- 
tecting the  pnncipal  spawning  grounds  here.— T.  J.  D. 

Cork  Rivers.  —  Spawning  continues  to  go  on  under 
very  favourable  conditions,  and  bailiffs  report  that  spawn- 
ing fish  are  numerous  on  all  the  principal  spawning  rivers. 
So  far  the  spawning  season  has  been  a  most  successful 
one. — T.  J.  D. 

County  Antrim  Rivers.— The  heavy  floods  have 
run  down  in  most  of  the  local  rivers,  and  as  the  lakes  are 
now  at  normal  level,  pike  fishing  should  commence.  As  a 
rule,  pike  fishing  is  not  much  sought  after  in  this  district 
during  the  winter  months,  save  by  the  most  enthusiastic!. 
Orood  pike  waters  are  few  and  far  between  in  this  c  3unty 
whici  IS  remarkably  scarce  of  lakes.  Pike  fishing  is  not 
permitted  on  the  rivers,  owing  to  them  being  frequented 
by  salmon  and  trout  at  this  rime  of  the  year.  Although 
this  18  unfair  to  honest  anglers,  it  is  better  as  it  is,  for  it 
keeps  ^llows  supposed  to  be  pike  fishing  off  the  banks.— 

•  Rivera.— Though  heavy  floods  have  been  much 

in  evidence  since  last  report  spawning  has  gone  on  very 
well,  the  spawning  fish  keeping  well  on  the  redds,  as  the 
floods  were  not  sudden  or  violent.— T.  J.  D. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— As  the  rivers  are  fallen  consider- 
ably, poachers  have  now  a  better  chance  to  despoil  the 
spawning  grounda  of  their  tenants.  On  the  more  remote 
tributaries  of  the  Mourne— small,  deep  flowing  mountain 


tarns— ODnsiderable  damage  has  been  done  not  only  by 
nets  but  with  gaffa,  which  ia  a  most  deadly  weapon,  ag  it 
kills  without  securing  the  fish  often.  The  bwer  sections 
of  the  Mourne  are  well  watched,  and  this  also  applies  to 
the  lower  parts  of  the  Ballindsrry  and  the  Blackwater. 
Unfortunately,  the  ttibataries  are  unprotected.— J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate  tides 
for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending  Fridav 
Jan.  4 :  "  ji 


Rat 

onn. 

Men. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

1 

Th. 

Fri. 

a.m 

9.20 
p.m 
9.60 

a.m. 

10.21 
p.m. 
11.  0 

a.m. 
11.36 
p.m. 

a.m. 

0.11 
p  m. 

0.46 

a  m. 

1.20 
p  m. 
1  62 

a.m. 

2  22 
pm. 

2  61 

am. 

3  19 
p.m. 
3.45 

Yarmouth 

1.48 

2.20 

2.64 
3.28 

4.  1 
4.34 

6.  7 
5.39 

6  14 
6.49 

7.20 
7.47 

8.13 

8.. 38 

Lowestoft 

2.30 
3,  2 

3  36 
4.10 

4  43 
5.  6 

5.49 
6.21 

6  66 
7.S1 

8.  2 

8.30 

8.66 
9.20 

Aidebnrgh 

3.18 

3.50 

4.25 
4  58 

6  31 
6.  3 

6  37 
7.  9 

7  26 

8  20 

S  .50 
9.17 

9.43 
10.  8 

Harwich  ........... 

4.41 

5.  7 

5.35 
6.  7 

6.42 
7  21 

7.69 
8.33 

9.  9 
9.43 

10.16 
10.46 

11.12 
11.38 

Bumham-on-  ) 
Orouohj 

4.52 
5  18 

5.46 
6.18 

6  53 
7.32 

8.10 
8.44 

9.20 
9.64 

10  27 
10  56 

11  23 
11  49 

Southend,  Sheer-) 
nesB,  and  Leigh) 

Margate,  Broad-) 
stairs,  &  Bams-  )■ 
gate.  ) 

5.30 
5.58 

6.28 
7.  1 

7.38 
8.17 

8  56 
9.36 

10.11 
10.43 

11.12 
11.39 

0.  6 

4  33 
6.  1 

5  31 
G.  4 

641 
7.20 

7  59 
8.38 

9  14 

9.46 

10.15 
10  42 

11  8 
11  33 

Deal  and  Dover... 

3.59 
4.25 

4  52 
6.21 

5  52 
6.26 

7.  2 
7.40 

816 
8.49 

9  19 
947 

10  14 
10  40 

3.43 
4.  9 

4.36 
6.  5 

5.39 
6.10 

6.45 
7.24 

8  0 

8.33 

9.  3 
9  31 

9  69 
10  24 

Eastbooma  and) 
Brighton.  / 

4.  9 
4.35 

5.  2 
5.31 

6.  2 

6.36 

7.12 

7.50 

8  26 
8.59 

9  29 
9  57 

10.24 
10.50 

Newhaven  „  

4  2 

4  32 

5.  5 
540 

6.17 
6  68 

7.38 
8,17 

8  51 

9  21 

9  48 
10.13 

10.38 
11.  1 

Shoreham  and) 
Southwlck  / 

4.27 
4  53 

6  20 
6  48 

6  20 
6.53 

7.30 
8.  8 

8  43 

9  17 

9.46 
10.16 

10.42 
11  8 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayllnglilandf 

4.27 
4.54 

6  24 

5.57 

6  32 
7.  8 

7.45 
8  2i 

9.  0 
9.35 

10  5 
10  32 

10.57 
11  21 

10.46 
11.16 

11.46 

0.22 
0.69 

1  36 
2.14 

2  51 

3  27 

4.  1 
4.32 

6.  1 
S.28 

WEATHER  REPORT. 

By  Telegeaph.— Friday,  Dec.  28. 

Maegatk.— S.W. ;  choppy. 
Eamsqate.— S.S.W. ;  moderate." 
Deal.- S.W. ;  moderate. 
DovEE.— W.S.W. ;  rough. 
Hastings.— S.W. ;  rough. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).— On  Monday  at  Coomi- 
oonlaue  four  anglers  in  two  houra  caught  thirty-nine 
whiting  and  ten  grey  gurnard.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— It  used  to  be  a  proverb  among 
the  angling  fraternity  of  Deal  that,  granted  spring  tides 
and  fair  weather,  the  last  week  of  the  year  would  always 
take  the  record.  This  yaar,  however,  though  tides  and 
weather  left  little  to  be  desired,  the  fishing  so  far  has  not 
been  a  success.  Except  a  few  codling  of  no  great  siza  and 
some  rather  nice  dibs,  no  fish  of  note  have  been  taken. 
As  for  the  whiting,  though  the  baskets  (or  rather,  buckets) 
were  pretty  well  filled  on  Monday  and  on  Boxing  Day,  the 
fish  aa  a  rule  ran  very  small.  Pouting  were  numerous 
and  worrying,  and  on  Saturday  a  considerable  number  of 
fair  specioiena  of  this  species  were  taken  ;  on  the  follow- 
ing days  the  size  fell  off  considerably.  The  pier  was  well 
patronised  on  several  days,  especially  Monday  and 
Wednesday,  on  both  of  which  days  standing  room  on  the 
lower  deck  was  at  a  considerable  premium,  and  at  least  a 
score  of  rodsmen  were  at  work  from  the  upper  promenade 
The  interstices  were  filled  in  by  small  boys  whirling  heavy 
hand-leads,  while  a  "gallery"  of  the  fair  sex- sisters, 
aunts,  and  cousins— added  a  dash  of  colour  to  the  scene  — 

J.  RiCHAEDSON  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Deal.— There  has  been  fair  fishing  of  late  and  several 
angling  gentlemen  have  spent  their  Christmas  holiday 
here,  and  the  fish  have  taken  close  to  the  ehjre  again. 
Tides  suit  for  all  day  fishing  week-end  and  early  psrt  of 
next.— Edwaed  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S,,  Kenwyn. 
North  Parade.) 

Dingle.— Accounts  from  this  station  show  that  some 
sport  is  still  being  obtained  at  hake  and  ling,  notwith- 
standing the  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth.- The  fish  seem  to  have  gone  away  for'  the 
Christmas  holidays,  or,  at  least,  most  of  them,  for  ihe 
oitohes  have  not  been  so  heavy  during  the  last  week.  Tne 
rod  fishermen  at  the  pier  cannot  grumble,  for  they  have 
had  a  long  spell  of  good  luck,  and  I  do  not  remember 
mullet  being  on  the  feed  and  caught  in  such  numbers 
within  the  last  four  or  five  years.  The  schools  must  be  of 
an  enormous  rze.  I  have  often  noticed,  when  lookiog 
from  a  height  into  clear  water,  the  mullet  laying  close  side 
by  side,  as  if  they  were  packed  together.  I  remember  on 
one  occasion  I  was  at  the  breakwater  waitirg  for  them, 
and,  on  looking  from  the  gallery  outside  the  lantern,  we 
could  see  them  lying  at  the  bottom  as  thick  together  as  it 
was  possible  for  them  to  be.  Just  in  the  bay,  what  is 
cilled  the  slip.  I  shot  a  small  net  around  them,  and 
dragged  them  up  the  slip  and  had  a  tremendous  haul ;  in 
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fact,  more  than  it  was  safe  for  our  boat  to  carry.  The 
pollack  and  smelt  fithing  is  irstty  much  the  same  as  last 
^eek.— William  Heabdeb  (B.S  A.S.). 

Rams^ftte  (West  Pier).— Sport  has  been_  better 
during  the  last  week.  Several  Rood  catches  of  whiting  and 
flounders  have  been  m%de.  Eels  are  still  plentiful,  no 
doubt  owing  to  the  mild  weather.  The  Morning  Star 
caught  twenty-flsven  score  of  fish— whiting  and  codling— 
with  four  lioes  in  three  hourg,  on  Deo.  16— a  good  catch 
for  this  time  of  year.— Samuel  J.  Sankey. 

Valentia.  —  On  two  days  when  the  weather  was 
favourable  good  sport  was  had.  The  following  are  a  few 
of  the  best  takes  recorded  :  At  Portmagee,  on  Saturday, 
four  anglers,  thirty-six  hake  and  ten  ling  ;  at  Connuma, 
five  anglers,  thirteen  hake  and  thirty-seven  pollack ;  on 
Monday,  at  Begnish,  three  anglers,  thirty-nine  fish, 
principally  pollack. — T.  J.  D, 


Jlngltttg  '^xxtntes. 

December  30. 

Cambridge  Friendly :  Outing  to  Henley. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
Jaunary  1,  1901. 

Gresham :  First  meeting  at  Manchester  Hotel. 
January  2. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 


Jan. 


6.  — Clapham  Junction :  Outing  to  Woking. 

7.  — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

13.— Ye  Olde  Clapham  Eovers  :  Outing. 
15.— Gresham  :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery. 
15.— Peokham  Brothers  :  Visit. 
22.— Gresham :  Paper  by  Mr.  J.  Tayler., 


Icpxts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretcvries  that  their  Reports  nmst 
reach  us  not  later  tham.  SIX  o'clock  on  Thnr«day 
Bvonlnff.  Address  "Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
IhmstaM^s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,"  marked  Club 
Bbfobt  "  outside  envelope. 


Aberoom  Anglingr  Society,  WLnstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction.— The  result  of  our  match  at  Weybridge 
waa  as  follows:  J.  Jeffries,  first,  with  bream  ;  A. 
Stannard,  second,  with  chub  and  bream  ;  A.  Pike,  third, 
with  chub  aud  roach.  Members  kindly  attend  the  next 
meeting.— Alf.  Painteb.  _    ,  ^_ 

All»>on  United  Brothen  Anglingr  SooUty, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  W.— 
Not  many  of  our  members  were  out  Christmas  week,  but 
instead  did  justice  to  all  the  good  things  on  this  auspicious 
occasion.  Mr.  Abbott  had  a  perch  of  lib.  B^oz.,  and  Ben 
iost  on  41b.  of  roach  from  the  Thames.  All  members 
remember  Wednesday  next,  at  9  p.m.  ;  special  meeting.— 
Ben  Abrahams.  »    .      to-  j 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers  Ansrlin?  Boolety.Wmdaor 
Oaatle,  152,  High  Holbom,  W.C.— On  Dec.  23  Mr.  J. 
Roach  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  91b,  44oz.  On  Dec.  2b 
Mr.  F.  W.  Stooker  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  51b.  joz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Drew,  perch  and  roach,  31b.  7ioz. ;  Mr.  E.  Lummes, 
roach  and  dace;  and  Mr.  C.  Davie,  roach.— T.  Pater- 
noster. _    ,  ^  ™ 

Cambridgre  Friendly  Jingling  Society,  Foun 
tain's  Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— I  hope  members  will  not 
forget  outing  at  Henley  on  Dec.  30,  entries  for  which 
oloie  on  the  morning,  also  may  I  ask  them  to  attend 
meetings  more  regularly  in  the  new  year  and  support  our 
new  chairman,  Mr.  Scutt.— W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  AngUng  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— On  Christmas  Evo  we  distributed  our  prizes, 
twenty-six  members  being  awarded  poultry,  joints, 
spirits,  cigars,  &0.  Our  worthy  host  and  treasurer,  Mr. 
B.  Williams,  presented  the  prizes  together  with  puns  and 
jokes,  and  was  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  H.  Deverell  (chair- 
man) and  Mr.  0.  J.  King  (vice-chairman).  We  spent  a 
most  enjoyable  evening,  and  were  up  to  the  scratch  with 
excellent  harmony  supplied  by  the  following :  Mr.  Ted 
Redburn  (our  Percy),  Mr.  S.  Johnson,  Mr.  G.  Bowker, 
the  Brothers  Melton,  Mrs.  Bysonth,  &c.  Only  two 
members  weighed-in  on  Deo.  23,  Mr.  C.  Hazard,  roach 
and  perch;  and  Mr.  J.  Baines,  roach.  Tuesday,  Jan.  1, 
will  be  quarterly  night.— E.  H.  Argent. 

CobAen  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal 
road,  W.— On  Dec.  23  Mr.  A.  Howland  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  111b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  E.  Baxter,  7ib.  of  roach;  Mr.  J. 
Reddle,  41b.  7oz.  of  roacli.  Several  of  our  members  are 
spending  their  holidays  on  the  briny,  but  have  not  received 
the  weight  of  their  catches  up  to  the  time  of  sending 
report.  Will  the  following  kindly  send  a  delegate  to  the 
Jack  of  Newbury,  Kensal-road,  W.,on  Wednesday,  Jan.  2, 
at  nine  o'clock,  to  arrange  conditions  for  Mr.  Harry  Lunt'a 
valuable  cup:  AUaaon  United,  Burlington,  Blenheim, 
Jubilee,  Dnke  of  Norfolk,  Elgin,  Admiral  Blake,  and 
Carlton.- A.  S.  H.  „  ^  , 

Eaat  Dnlwioh  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dnlwich,  B.E.— Our  prize  outing  on  Dec.  23,  at 
Egham,  resulted  in  four  prizes  being  taken  by  the  follow- 
ing :  Messss.  C.  Kidd,  first,  roach ;  B.  Farley,  second, 
perch ;  A.  J.  Bannister,  third,  dace ;  H.  W.  Bxall,  fourth, 
roach.  The  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  at  an 
early  date.— E.  Dyball. 

Hatoham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,  S.E.— On  Dec.  23 
the  remaining  prizes  were  fished  for,  but  Mr.  C.  Williams, 


sen.,  with  bream,  and  Mr.  C.  Williams,  jan.,  with  bream 
and  roach,  both  from  Walton,  were  the  only  one3  to 
weigh-in.  On  Thursday  last  the  remaining  prizes  were 
drawn  for  and  disposed  of,  and  an  enjoyable  evening  spent 
with  a  full  attendance  of  members,  and  the  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place,  the  same  being  ably  superintended  by 
our  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  R.  C.  Judd.  The  secretary, 
Mr.  W.  Tarry,  announced  that  this  Christmas  all  given 
prizes  were  forthcoming,  a  list  of  which  will  be  given  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  proceedings  closed  with  '  God 
Save  the  Queen."- W.  Tarry. 

Highbury  Angling  Society.  The  Globa  Hotel, 
Upper  ToUington-road,  Holloway,  N.— On  Dec.  24  Mr. 
T.  A.  Shaw  weighed-in  a  pike  91b.  3ioz.,  together  with 
chub  and  roach  (largest  lib.  5oz.),  total  161b. ;  and  on 
Boxing  Day  he  had  nine  roach,  scaling  61b.  15oz.  Several 
others  hava  been  out,  but  up  to  the  time  of  sending  this 
report  (Thursday  morning)  the  only  other  fish  recorded  is 
a  roach  lib.  9oz.  to  Mr.  G.  West.— E.  Wymer. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick  -  street,  Hackney  -  road,  N.E.  —  As 
announced  last  week,  the  members  will  compete  for  three 
special  prizes  on  Deo.  30,  at  Shiplake ;  also  for  two  lapsed 
prizes  on  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  2,  on  the  Lea,  between  the 
Fish  and  Eels  and  the  lock  at  St.  Margaret's.  Mr  .J. 
Leonard  weighed-in  two  nice  jack  on  Dec.  16,  which 
scaled  161b.  8oz.— H.  B.  ^. 

Snndial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  week  the  following 
have  weighed-in  fish :  Messrs.  G.  W.  Sherman,  perch  and 
roach,  101b.  5^oz.  (largest  perch,  lib.  7oz.,  lib.  4oz.) ; 
A.  E.  Cartwright,  31b.  lloz.  of  roach  and  dace;  C.  E. 
Lock,  roach.  Our  next  meeting  will  take  place  on  Jan.  1, 
which  will  also  be  the  quarterly  meeting. — 0.  E.  Lock, 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.  —  Our  first  Christmas 
distribution  took  place  on  Dec.  20,  Mr.  E.  E.  Sedgeley  in 
the  chair,  Mr.  G.  Cartwright  vice.  The  prize  winners 
were  Messrs.  A.  W.  Nayler,  W.  Moyler,  T.  H.  Mueller, 

F.  Smithers,  W.  E.  Nayler,  T.  Turner,  G.  Bmnham, 
Lomas,  W.  Cartwright,  T.  Moyler,  Wade,  T.  Lawrenson, 
T.  Wood,  T.  Coatea,  0.  Dold,  G.  Cartwright,  H.  Gasson, 
H.  W.  Morgan,  C.  Myers,  E.  Goodman,  E.  Tatohell, 
P.  D.  Smithers,  and  F.  Dove.  The  concert  programme 
was  under  the  directorship  of  Mr.  C.  Garnett.  Pianists, 
Messrs.  H.  Mueller  and  A.  Baker.  The  artists  were 
Messrs.  Arthur  Williams,  David  James,  Sid  Moorcroft, 
Fred  Stoneham,  Harry  Thomas,  Wilson  Martell,  Steve 
Moorcroft,  Harry  Spinks,  E^Tatchell,  Volney  Fergusson, 
and  T.  Brownjohn.  On  Dec.  16  Messrs.  Dunham,  W.  B 
Nayler,  T.  Moyler,  C.  Myers,  T.  Coatea,  and  G.  Cart 
Wright  had  jack,  chub,  bream,  dace,  perch,  and  roach 
respectively  (largest  jick,  71b.  8oz  ).  On  Monday  Mr, 
Watts  weighed-in  some  perch,  and  on  Christmas  Day  Mr 
Dunham  had  a  jack  of  6lb.  Committee  meeting  on 
Friday  at  10.30.— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Clcrkeuwell  Piscatorial  Society, 
Coach  and  Horses,  St.  John's-lane,  Clerkenwell.— On 
Dec.  22  our  concert  and  distribution  was  well  attended, 
and  among  some  well-known  faces  who  favoured  us  on 
that  night  was  the  esteemed  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association.  The  following  were  the  successful  prize 
winners  :  Messrs.  Freeman,  1st ;  Foster,  2ad ;  Smith,  3rd  ; 

G.  Epgliah,  4th  ;  Hill,  5th  ;  CaUow,  6th  j  J.  English,  7th ; 
Beckett,  8th;  Booth,  9th;  Harvie,  lObh;  Crisp,  prize 
kindly  given  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary  of  the 
Anglers'  Association.  Date  of  visit  on  Clerkenwell  and 
District  next  week. — A.  Hill. 

Wandsworth  Piscatorials,  Winning  Post,  Sou  fa- 
street,  Wandsworth.— Several  of  our  members  have  been 
out  during  the  holidays.  Messrs,  Tringhani  and  Parker 
had  a  nice  show  of  chub  and  roach  on  Deo.  26. 

Warwick  Angling  Society.  Lord  Brook,  Shemhall 
street,  Walthamstow.— On  Dec.  20  our  first  concert  in  aid 
of  the  A.B.S.  was  a  marked  success,  and,  considering  the 
roughness  of  the  weather,  had  a  good  attendance.  We 
were  complimented  by  the  presence  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Wood- 
ruff, Mr.  Newton,  and  other  prominent  members  of  the 
angling  world.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  cur  worthy 
president,  Mr.  F.  Inch  ;  the  vice-chair  being  taken  by  the 
vice-president,  Mr.  A.  Inch  ;  and  later,_by  Mr.  V.  Mears. 
The  entertainment  was  of  the  first  quality,  and  with  such 
entertainers  as  Mr.  Schocke,  Mr.  Will  Dent,  Mr.  Hilton 
(of  the  Walton  and  Cotton  London  Artists),  Fred. 
Williams,  E.  Yates,  and  numerous  others,  we  could  not 
fail  to  be  pleased.  The  Christmas  prizes  were  given  out  by 
the  president.  During  the  evening  the  A,B.S.  boxwas 
opened,  and  the  sum  of  £1  di.  was  taken  out,  which,  con- 
sidering the  existence  of  the  club,  was  a  fair  amount.  Mr. 
W.  Osment  called  the  roll.  Sixteen  visiting  clubs  answered 
to  it.  Votes  of  thanks  being  passed  to  the  visiting  clubs, 
the  chairman  and  vice,  and  to  Mr.  G.  Woodruff  for  his 
instructive  address  on  the  work  of  the  association,  the 
evening  ended  enjoyably.— W.  Callcut. 


only  institution  which  gives,  without  distiootioa  of  rank 
or  ports  of  service,  a  bo-ne  or  pension  to  the  British 
merchant  sailor  when  old  and  destitute,  is  the  itoyal 
Alfred  Aged  Merchant  Seamen's  Institution. 

There  are  now  some  250  "  human  derehcta  on  the  list 
of  applicants,  whose  ages  range  from  sixty-five  to  ninety 

Thousands  who  are  able  and  no  doubt  willing  to  help, 
do  not  know  of  the  existenoe  of  this  "  Poor  Jack  a  last 
port,"  hence  this  appeal  for  a  kind,  helping,  and  Jjromi- 
nentword  for  the  "  Royal  Alfred  Institution  ''and  Poor 
Jack."— On  behalf  of  the  committee,  yours  taithtully, 
J.  Bailey  Walker,  Secretary. 
58,  Fenchuroh-3treet,  B.C. 

"  It  is  an  interesting  proof  of  a  great  mind  that  the  laW 
Lord  Armstrong  invented  a  new  fishing  basket.  It 
would  also  be  interesting  to  know  whether  he  was  a 
"  great  gun  "  at  angling,  and,  when  fired  with  an  angler  a 
ardour,  he  could  fill  his  creel. 


A  Fisherman's  Hymn. 
In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Deo.  1,  page  420,  appeared  ad 
extract  from  the  Toilers  of  the  Deep.  Mr.  Bibby,_  of  Ivy 
Bank,  Wilmslow,  Cheshire,  was  "  impressed  with  the 
beauty  of  the  words,"  and  set  about  composing  some  music 
to  it.   Here  it  is  : 


ROYAL  ALFRED  AGED  MERCHANT 

SEAMEN'S  INSTITUTION. 
Dear  Sir,— At  this  season  of  the  year  when  you 
cheerfully  give  space  to  appeals,  I  beg  a  kind  word  for  our 
aged  and  destitute  British  seamen. 

The  roving  life  of  the  sailor  separates  him  from  home 
and  kindred  ;  out  in  the  solitudes  of  sea  and  sky  risking 
his  life  for  his  daily  bread,  yet  all  the  while  an  unobtrusive 
factor  in  welding  together  our  mighty  Empire,  leaving 
him  in  the  end  more  dependent  upon  the  liberality  of  the 
public  than  any  other  class  of  our  countrymen.  Surely  it 
becoQieB  us  to  lend  him  a  hand  when  his  compass  to  steer 
a  course  is  well-nigh  broken,  his  once  cheery  "  all's  well  " 
but  a  sad  reminiscence,  and  his  "  aloft "  the  eolemn  here- 
after, when  the  present  voyage  ia  ended. 
In  this,  the  greatest  maritime  nation  in  the  world,  the 


He  who  wearies    not,  will  keep  watch  o'er  fishers 
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on  the  ieepi   He,  otir  Pi  -  lot,  will  act  sleep. 
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All,  all  ia        well.       All,     all  is  well. 


In  the  storm  and  stress  of  life  ; 
Rooks  ahead,  with  breakers  rife 
He  will  guide  us  mid  the  strife. 

All,  all  is  well. 
Speeding  o'er  life's  stormy  main. 
Fear  not  wind,  nor  wave,  nor  rain. 
Sing  we,  then,  in  joyful  strain, 

"  All,  all  is  well." 

Straight,  like  needle  points  to  pole, 
Our  Ufa's  bark  doth  onward  roll 
To  the  haven  of  the  soul ; 

All,  all  is  well. 
In  His  time  the  storm  will  ceaae  ; 
God  doth  give  our  aoula  release ; 
With  His  blessed  gift  of  peace, 

All,  all  is  well. 


Going  over  a  field  one  night  after  an  angler's  concert, 
the  trombone  player  heard  the  roar  of  a  bull,  and  nob 
knowing  exactly  what  it  was,  he  said:  "Look  'ere,  I'll 
blow  yer  low  E  for  a  quart."  With  that  he  bellowed  forth 
on  the  trombone,  and  the  bull,  butting  him  cleverly  with 
the  left,  knocked  the  trombone  player  over.  On  recover- 
ing, the  latter  said  :  "  Ye  may  be  a  very  strong  moii,  but 
you're  no  musician."  I'm  not  much  of  a  musician  either, 
but  having  played  over  the  above  accompaniment  I  must 
pronounce  it  A  1. 

 >»♦♦<  

"  The  London  policeman,"  saya  Joseph  Hatton,  ia  the 
Yorkshire  Weekhj  Post,  "  is  not  regarded  as  a  wit.  The 
'bus  driver  and  cabby  possess  something  of  the  gift  of 
repartee  and  a  decided  sense  of  humour.  One  of  the  best 
illustrations  of  a  'bus  driver's  humour  has  become  a 
chestnut.  But  as  it  is  decidedly  my  own  I  may  repeat  it 
merely  by  way  of  contrast  to  a  flash  of  police  wit  that  is  qmte 
worthy  of  Punch-a.nd  wouldn't  Charles  Keene  have 
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illu8trated  .  it?  The  principal  members  of  the  Chinese 
JiimbMsy  were  laavin^  Madame  Tossand'a  in  the  days 
When  that  inehtution  was  Iccited  in  Baker-street.  Said 
my  bus  driTer,  suddenly  addressing  a  pal  on  a  'bus  that 
had  pulled  up  hard  by,  '  Hi,  Bill,  s'elp  me  if  the  wax- 
works am  t  coming  out  for  a  walk  !  '  The  other  night, 
walking  with  a  friend  along  the  Strand  by  St.  Clement 
Dane  a  Church,  the  hour  rather  late,  we  observed  a  gentle- 
man who  had  evidently  been  dining  not  wisely  but  too 
well  bugging  the  railings  of  the  church,  and  progressinu 
slowly,  as  if  by  their  help,  his  shoulders  being  his  motive 
power,  baid  my  companion  to  a  policeman  standing  by, 
Uur  friend  yonder  seems  to  have  a  load  on.*  '  And  going 
home  by  raU,'  "  said  the  officer,  ^ 


[Deoembbe  29,  1900 


Strange  things  are  recorded  in  the  American  sportin? 
|«per8,  says  the  Countu  Gentleman,  "though  not  in 
them  alone.  There  is  a  paper  in  the  United  States  called 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  is  no  relation  to  the  English 
paper  bearing  that  name.  Opening  it  the  other  day  I 
cha,nced  upon  a  curious  romance  indeed.  A  fish  pedlar  of 
rJiUiaelphia,  has  fallen  heir,  according  to  this  veracious 
organ,  to  a  large  fortune  left  him  by  a  relative  in  England. 
Knnnnn!?  if  ^?  castle  on  the  Isle  of  Wight  and 
000,000  dollars  in  money.  He  will  go  to  England  to  get 
his  inheritance,  and  then  return  to  his  country  to  enjoy 
I-  JVi.^*^  i?  °*  ^^^^  oastle  in  the  Isle  of  Wight 

which  the  fish  pedlar  is  going  to  taki  away  with  him  to 
America  to  enjoy  ?  I  know  most  of  the  castles  there  by 
name  and  eight,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  one  of  them 
which  18  passing  to  the  lucky  man  from  Philadelphia  " 


TWENTY-ONE  specimeuB  of  that  remarkable  Indian  fish, 
tbe  chmbmg  perch,  have  just  heen  received  at  the  Zoo, 
where  it  is  to  be  hoped  their  career  will  be  a  lengthier 
one  than  that  of  the  counle  which  Mr.  P.  Barford  the 
surgeon  of  the  steamship  Malta,  deposited  in  the  Gardens 
some  time  ago.  Until  these  arrived  no  examples  had  been 
exhibited  at  Eegent's  Park  for  twenty  years  or  more.  The 
climbing  propensities  (writes  a  correspondent  in  the 
Manchester  Guardian)  of  this  curious  fish  have  been  the 
snbj;ct  of  much  controversy,  but  all  are  agreed  that  when 
a  pond  becomes  dried  up  they  do  undoubtedly  travel 
overland  in  search  of  moisture,  their  respiratory  organs 
being  specia  ly  adapted  to  that  end.  The  African  walking 
bMh,  ot  which  several  examples  were  placed  in  the  tortoise 
bouse  some  time  ago,  are  endowed  with  somewhat  similar 
taoUities  for  shovelling  their  way  through  the  half-fluid 
mnd. 

 >»♦♦<  

"Holloway's  Almanac  and  Family  Friend"  is  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  of  all  popular  annuals.  It  is 
pnblMhed  by  the  proprietor  of  Holloway's  Pills  and 
Ointment,  and  is  issued  absolutely  free  of  charge.  Any- 
one may  have  it  who  cares  to  send  a  halfpenny  stamp 
for  postage  to  Thomas  Holloway,  78,  New  Oxford-street, 
London,  and  yet  it  is  produced  with  the  utmost  care, 
and  18  more  like  an  up-to-date  magazine  than  an  adver- 
tiser 8  pamphlet.  The  issue  for  1901  is  remarkable  for 
a  penes  of  fine  wood  engravings,  illustrating  famous 
cities  and  other  notable  places  throughout  the  world. 
In  addition  to  all  the  information  one  expects  to  find  in 
an  almanac,  the  little  book  contains  valuable  and  interest- 
ing reading  of  a  miscellaneous  character.  Moreover,  every 
copy  carries  with  it  an  insurance  policy  for  .£100  against 
railway  accident. 

■     )  *  t  «  ( 

^  The  kitchen  at  the  Bon  Marche  in  Paris  is  the  largest 
in  the  world.  It  provides  food  for  all  the  employes,  4000 
in  number.  The  smallest  kettle  holda  seventy-five  quarts, 
the  largest  375  quarts.  There  are  fifty  frying-pans,  each 
of  which  is  capable  of  holding  300  cutlets  at  a  time  or  of 
frying  2201b.  of  potatoes.  When  there  are  omelettes  for 
breakfast,  7800  eggs  are  used.  The  coffee  machine  makes 
/50  quarts  of  coffee  daily.  There  are  sixty  oooke  and  100 
kitchen  boys  employed. 


w  ^^'"^^J'  °*  funny  stories  about  catching  fish  along 
the  New  England  coast  by  supplying  them  with  bait  which 
Intoxicated  the  fish  have  been  goiog  the  rounds  of  the 
daily  press  of  late,"  says  the  American  F.  O.,  "  but  they 
smack  too  much  of  'fish'  story  characteristics  to  be 
regarded  seriously.  It  is  said,  for  instanc3,  that  fish  taken 
in  Maine  rivers  show  a  marked  corpulency  from  their  diet  of 
beer  that  has  been  thrown  into  the  sewers  of  Maine 
cities  when  seized  by  the  Prohibitionists.  It  is  like- 
wise told  that  a  csrtain  fisherman  who  fished  with  rum- 
soaked  bait  obtained  such  a  reputation  for  the  flavour  of 
hi8  fish  that  he  controlled  the  market  and  had  to  be 
persuaded  out  of  his  nefarious  practice  by  a  deputation  of 
clergymen.  All  of  which  shows  that  because  fish  can't 
talk  in  their  own  defence  they  are  liable  to  be  made  the 
prey  ot  unscrupulous  newspaper  story  writers." 


Just  as  naval  architects  studied  the  lines  of  fishes  to 
get  ideas  of  speed  for  vessels,  and  as  aeronauts  have  been 
studying  the  birds  for  points  as  to  flying,  so  the  electrical 
soiontistg  are  now  studying  the  electrioxl  fish  to  discover, 
it  possible,  the  secret  of  application  of  electric  power  for 
engines.  The  best  marine  engines  as  yet  yield  only  about 
one-twelfth  as  much  energy  measured  in  money  value  as 
the  coal  costs  to  make  them  go;  whereas  the  electro- 
magnetic engine  theoretically  should  retain  98  per  csnt  of 
the  energy  of  the  consumed  fuel.  The  malapterrus 
—the  freshwater  electric  fish  of  Northern  Africa, 
the  particular  fish  from  the  study  of  which  scien- 
tist* hope  most,  declaring  that  if  an  engine  could  be 


built  which  would  produce  the  same  proportional  energy 
".J'oil'l  do  work  which  is  at  present  only  oonoeived  in  the 
wildest  dreams  of  engineers.  The  batteries  of  the  malap- 
terrus are  so  powerful  that  a  specimen  Sin.  long  produced 
a  shook  equalling  a  maximum  of  200  volts.  These 
batteries  consist  of  at  least  8,000,000  disks,  distributed 
Uirough  the  skin.  They  lie  in  sixty  series  of  5000  each. 
Ihey  all  get  their  electric  power  from  one  single  giant 
nerve  cell." 

 >»»  »  <  

The  Wreck. 
Upon  the  beach  the  old  wreck  stands, 
Half  covered  by  the  shining  sands. 
The  ocean  waves  against  it  beat. 
Yet  still  it  braves  the  summer  heat 
And  winter  cold,  when  the  waves  roll  fast, 
An  old,  old  wreck— and  the  sky's  o'orcist. 
The  shells  and  moss  have  o'er  it  grown, 
It  hears  <he  distant  sand  bar  moan. 
The  snipe's  shrill  call  and  the  seagull's  cry, 
And  the  breezes  sing  a  lullaby. 
The  shadows  sail  and  the  sand  grows  brown, 
An  old,  old  wreck— and  the  sun's  gone  down. 
The  sky  is  black  and  the  air  is  cold. 
The  fierce  waves  beat  on  its  timbers  old ; 
They  rage  and  roar  like  a  beast  of  prey. 
And  the  wreck  is  covered  with  tossing  spray. 
It  creaks  and  groans  as  the  waves  dash  by. 
An  old,  old  wreck— and  the  tide  is  high. 
The  sea  is  still  as  a  child  aeleep, 
Far  o'er  the  heavens  the  bright  stare  creep, 
The  moon  looks  down  on  the  earth  below, 
And  the  waters  rise  with  a  gentle  flow. 
The  slumbering  earth  is  in  beauty  drest, 
An  old,  old  wreck— and  the  world's  at  rest. 

— Tale  Literary  Magazine, 


embodying  every  conceivable  element  of  the  variety  show. 
The  Gas  and  Allied  Trades  Exhibition  b  also  opsn  daily. 

continue  until  Jan.  22,  to  be  followed  by  the 
Ninth  Yachting  Exhibition  in  February,  and  Tenth 
Annual  Fisheries  in  March,  for  which  eariy  application 
snould  be  made  for  space. 


OUR  R  a.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mr.  Egbert  Crook, 
Like  all  old  and  genuine  sportsmen,  began  angling  in  the 
cradle.  His  first  experience  was  in  carrying  someone 
else's  rod  in  aetual  "warfare."  He  is  one  of  the  old 
school  of  Bolton  anglers  who  helped  to  put  Bolton  in  its 
present  proud  position.  He  was  at  one  time  secretary  of 
the  Old  Borough  Angling  Society  some  thirty  years  ago. 
He  has  often  served  on  the  committee  in  the  good  old 
days.  In  prize  winning  for  eight  years  in  snoceseion  he 
secured  first  honours.  For  seventeen  years  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  Gonvivials,  and  only  this  last  season 
secured  the  gold  medal  and  championship.  Never  was 
known  to  refuse  to  help  on  the  sport,  and  takes  a  great 
interest  in  providing  baits  for  his  friends.  To-day  he  is  as 
keen  as  ever  for  "a  day,"  and  if  anyone  who  reads  this 
notice  will  cill  on  the  hero  he  will  have  a  hearty  welcome, 
either  from  him,  his  wife,  or  both. 

 >  »  >  »  <  ■■ 


Mr.  Fisher,  writing  from  Sandown,  I.W.,  says  he  was 
fishing  at  Brading  (in  the  fishery)  on  Deo,  26,  using 
stewed  wheat  as  bait,  when  he  captured  five  rudd  of  the 
following  weights :  lib.  6cz  ,  lib.  4oz,,  13ioz.,  12oz  ,  and 
lOoz.  He  also  took  two  emiUer  ones,  which  were 
returned  to  the  water. 

 >»»4< 

The  holiday  programme  at  the  Eoyal  Aquaiiam  has 
been  a  conspicuous  sucoees,  and  will  be  continued  in  its 
entirety  daily  next  week.  It  is  of  enormous  length,  com- 
prising no  less  than  fourteen  hours'  entertainment,  and 


41,  *  at  one  of  the  large  warehouses  in 

tbe  Oity,  whose  trade  was  at  its  height  during  the  festive 
season,  as  follows :  "  In  consequence  of  the  holidays  there 
wiU  be  no  hohdays."  For  the  same  reason  there  is  very 
attle  fishing  to  record.  Lots  of  feather-bed  anglers 
preferred  to  stay  at  home  and  partake  of  the  "  fat  "  of  the 
t°  V,    mu  ^""^  catching  cod,  canger,  or 

chub.  That,  of  course,  is  their  business.  I  have  so  much 
on  my  mind  in  getting  statistics  for  the  "  review  of  the 
year  that  I  can  only  just  "  touch  "  on  what  I  did  durirg 
the  holidays. 

 >♦♦♦<  

Not  that  it  will  interest  aU  who  read  it  (not  much  !). 

i  J  V^^  ™*®  instead  of  "cuddling  the  coals"  I 
ordered  breakfast  early,  say  not  later  than  ten:  then 

looked  up  the  trams  for  ;  started  off  in  the  pouring 

ram  J  came  back  for  the  waterproof;  was  almost  not 
quite,  tempted  to  join  the  "feather-bed"  brigade  which 
1  bad  left  at  home  ;  threw  off  the  temptation  ;  arrived  at 
the  station  m  time— that  is  to  say  I  should  have  befn  in 
time  It  1  had  waited  four  hours  (for  my  A  B  C  was  a 
summer  one,  not  "  Christmassy  "  at  all).  Either  than  be 
outdone— I— well,  I  came  back ! 


Now  for  the  statistics  and  the  problems  !  Suppose  we 
start  with  the  weather— that  is  pretty  safe.  To  begin 
with  Jan.  1,  190O.  On  that  date-dear,  dear,  who  has 
removed  my  folio  of  oddities  ?  Never  mind ;  we' have  had 
It  hot  and  cold  and  windy  and  wet  and  dry,  and  a  sample 
of  every  weather  that  any  civilised  country  could  boast  of 
—three  sorts  in  one  day  !  We  have  had  no  snow— only  a 
paltry  day  s  fog;  no  ice  ;  plenty  of  wind  (blowing  a  fierce 
sou  -westerly  gale  at  time  of  writing).  How  I  discovered 
It  was  that,  at  3.45  a.m  on  Dec.  28  there  was  a  crashing 
and  fmishing  of  glass  (the  front  of  the  conservatory  had 
been  blown  on  to  the  lawn,  and  kept  company  with  four 
chimney  pots  only  recently  put  on  !).  How  glad  I  was  to 
think  we  were  safer  in  bed  than  on  the  high  seas  ! 
Nothing  hke  variety  !  so  here  goes  for  re-stocking.  The 
Thames  and  Lea  (or  Lee,  it  does  not  matter  much  how  it 
IB  spelled),  are  perhaps  more  fished  by  London  anglers  than 
any  others.  Higgins,  of  the  T.A.P.S..  Amphlett,  of  the 
I.K.A.,  Hobbes,  of  Henley,  and  Howlett,  of  Eton,  are  all 
working  with  a  will  to  "  put  fish  in." 


This,  then,  is  the  time  for  miking  good  resolutions. 
Let  us  ask  ourselves  whether  we  could  improve  on  1900 
and,  by  subscribing  just  a  leetle  more  to  the  properiy  con- 
stituted authorities  and  societies,  find  ourselves  able  to 
obtain  better  sport  in  the  coming  century.  Some  there 
are  tish  Thames  and  Lea ;  some  there  are  who  don't ; 
some  subscribe  most  willingly ;  some  there  are  who 
-D    •  altered.    "  Pat  in  fish "  is  the 

text.  Put  in  the  best  yon  can  purchase,  or  net,  or  breed, 
ihen  we  will  start  on  pollution,  and  one  or  two  other 
little  questions  which  affect  our  sport. 


Let  the  first  item  on  your  new  diary  for  Jan.  1,  1901 
(which  of  course  you  will  write  1/1/1 )  be  "  Look  out  for 
ttie  Fishing  Gazette,  dated  Jan.  5,  1901."  It  will  be  the 
first  number  of  a  new  volume,  and  during  the  year  will 
endeavour  to  give  the  best  and  fullest  information  as  to 
where  to  go  and  how  to  fish.  I  feel  a  bit  sorry  that  all 
toe  subjects  '  touched  "  upon  last  week  have  not  been 
settled,  but  that  is  owing  to  my  sanctum  being  "cleared 
up  by  a  new  broom,  which  has  completely  demoralisnd 
me. 


.^H AT  can  be  more  pleasant  than  to  wake  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  and  go  straight  to  what  some  people 
think  a  lot  of  "  bits  of  paper  and  rubbish,"  and  put  yonr 
hands  on  the  very  information  you  have  saved  for  a  special 
occasion  ?    No  matter ;  as  I  have  said,  the  1901  vol.  of 

J  ^*  '"ll  worth  reading  and  keeping  for  all  time, 
and  the  wants  and  needs  of  all  classes  of  anglers  will  be 
studied.  At  all  bookstalls  and  newsagents,  or  IOj.  6d. 
(United  Kingdom)  123.  6d.  (abroad)  for  one  year  from 
St.  Dunetan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  B  C. 


_  On  Deo.  31,  1892,  in  Angling  and  Club  Gossip,  which 
IS  now  incorporated  with  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  gave  the 
following  jotting:  "Brother  anglers,  I  wish  you  a  happy 
and  prosperous  New  Tear !  May  your  lines  be  cast  in 
pleasant  places  !  May  you  be  blessed  with  that  greatest 
of  all  boons— health  !  And  as  true  and  gentle  followers  of 
the  beloved  Master  may  you  enjoy  to  the  full  the  sport  so 
dear  to  your  hearts  !  I  do  not  intend  to  inflict  you  with  a 
discourse  on  what  you  should  have  done  and  what  left 
undone.  Let  us  each  and  all  lay  bare  the  page  of  1892, 
and  when  to-night  the  bells  are  ringing  out  the  old  and 
ringing  in  the  new  year  may  they  ring  out  all  that  has 
been  unworthy  of  us- and  ring  in  that  which  shall  make 
us  brighter,  purer,  happier  !  Time,  and  spice,  and  ability 
would  fail  me  in  attempting  a  "  Retrospect  of  the  Past 
Year."  Let  each  and  all  of  us  make  new  resolves— and 
be  prepared  to  stand  by  them  at  any  cost— provided  they 
will  make  us  wiser  and  better  citizens,  or  fathers,  or 
brothers,  and,  above  all,  worthy  the  name  of  anglers' !" 
Brother  anglers,  I  do  not  think  I  can  improve  on  this— the 
last  week  of  December,  1900.  Dragnet. 


Decembbk  29,  1800] 
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TARPON  FISHING  AND  WHERE  TO  GO. 

The  first  tarpon  reaott  that  I  ahall  mention  ie  the  one 
that  I  know  most  about,  viz.,  Aransas  Pass,  the  post  office 
name  of  which  is  Tarpon,  Tex.  This  place  is  situated  at 
the  extreme  eastern  end  of  Mueting  Island,  and  is  reached 
by  sloop  from  Rockport,  some  fifteen  miles  distant,  the 
sail  requiring  from  two  to  six  hours,  according  to  the  con- 
ditions of  wiud  and  tide.  Rockport  is  reached  only  by 
the  San  Antonio  and  Aransas  Pass  Railroad,  and  the 
journey  there  from  the  north  or  east  is  somewhat  slow. 
This  couota  against  the  resort  more  or  Itsa  ;  but  the  sport 
and  the  aocessoriea  are  good  enough  to  repay  the  long 
journey. 

The  hamlet  of  Tarpon  oontains  not  more  than  twenty 
houses  and  about  seventy-five  people,  a  large  portion  of 
them  makiog  their  living  out  of  tarpon  fishing.  There  is 
an  unpretentious,  but  comfortable,  hotel  called  the  Tarpon 
InD,  feept  by  Mr.  Frank  Hetfield,  a  genial  and  accom- 
modating host,  and  his  good  wife,  who  looks  carefully  after 
the  welfare  of  the  guests.  The  rooms  are  exceedingly 
clean  and  comfortable ;  the  table  is  fairly  good ;  the  service 
ia  quite  satisfactory  ;  and  the  water  supply  is  now  whole- 
some, although  in  times  past  it  was  just  the  contrary. 
There  is  no  style  whatever  about  the  place,  there  being  an 
unwritten  rule  to  the  effect  that  any  man  who  goes  to  the 
table  with  a  coat  on  has  to  set  up  the  drinks  for  the  crowd. 
These  drinks,  by  the  way,  are  all  right,  especially  the 
native  wine,  made  on  the  mainland  between  Rockport  or 
Corpus  Christi. 

There  is  generally  at  the  hotel  a  small  number  of 
pleasant  people,  iucluding  a  few  experienced  tarpjn  fisher- 
men who" are  always  ready  to  be  of  service  to  the  novice. 

Boats  and  skilled  boatmen  are  almost  always  to  be  had, 
and  Mr.  Farley,  the  taxidermiat,  is  always  there  during 
the  season,  prepared  to  mount  skilfully  and  for  a  moderate 
charge  the  results  of  the  fishermen's  prowess. 

The  hotel  rates  are  2dols.  per  day  or  lO.SOdols.  per 
week  ;  the  boatmen's  charges,  inclnding  boat  and  bait,  are 
2.50dol8.  per  day,  or  3  60dols.  for  two  persons  in  a  boat ; 
and  the  price  for  mountiog  a  tarpon  is  12dol3. 

The  fishing  grounds  are  practically  included  in  the  pass 
proper,  a  stretch  of  water  about  a  1000  feet  wide  and  a 
couple  of  miles  long,  extending  from  Point  of  Rocks  to  the 
end  of  the  jetty.  But  at  times  there  is  good  fishing  above 
Point  of  Rocks,  where  the  water  is  much  wider,  and  at 
others  the  fish  are  found  outside  in  the  gulf,  although  it  is 
only  occasionally  that  the  water  ia  calm  enough  to  go 
there.  I  have  had  excellent  sport  on  a  number  of  occasions 
close  to  St.  Joe  Point,  across  from  Point  of  Rocks ;  at 
other  times  close  to  the  shore  of  Mustang  Inland,  at 
others  close  to  the  shore  end  of  the  exposed  portion  of  the 
jetty,  and  at  others  out  in  the  gulf  near  the  8ubmerg:ed 
portion  of  the  jetty.  Sometimes  the  fish  run  in  mid- 
channel,  and,  too  often,  they  are  not  to  be  found  anywhere 
in  the  neighbourhood.  Fishing  at  Aransas  is  a  very 
uncertain  business— you  may  strike  it  rich,  and  again  you 
may  go  a  week  or  more  without  hooking  a  fish.  For 
instance,  when  I  was  there  during  the  latter  half  of  last 
June  I  had  nine  strikes,  and  landed  five  large  fish  during 
the  first  forenoon,  yet  my  average  for  the  outing  was 
hardly  one  tarpon  a  day,  for  in  two  weeks  I  had  twenty 
strikes  and  landed  twelve.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  highest 
percentage  on  record  at  Aransas,  the  average  being  about 
one  out  of  ten,  and  among  the  experts  about  one  out  of 
five.  In  a  subsequent  paper  I  slmll  tell  my  method  of 
fishing,  by  which  I  now  manage  to  land  fully  one.half  of 
the  fish  that  strike. 

Besides  tarpon  one  catches  at  Aransas  Pass  jackfish, 
jewfish,  salt-water  pike,  kingfish,  sharks  of  several 
varieties,  including  leaping  sharks,  stingrays  (some  of 
enormous  size),  channel  baas  or  redfish,  Spanish  mackerel, 
trout  or  weakfiah,  and  skipjacks  or  ladyfish,  besides  any 
quantity  of  small  fishes  of  many  kinds,  which  may  oome 
under  the  general  denomination  of  "  pan  fish." 

Good  fishing  can  sometimes  ba  had  on  mackerel  and 
jackfish,  the  other  varieties  being  caught  only  occasionally. 

Two  years  ago  at  Aransas  I  wound  up  my  trip  by  taking 
in  a  forenoon  twenty-one  fish  of  six  different  kinds, 
weighing  in  all  fully  3501b.  The  next  forenoon  I  killed 
over  fifty  ducks  to  m^  own  gun. 

There  are  other  plkces  in  the  vicinity  of  Aransas  Pass 
where  tarpon  can  be  taken,  and  where  at  times  fine  sport 
can  be  had,  among  others  Flower  Bluff,  over  toward 
Corpus  Christi;  Shell  Banks,  half  way  between  Tarpon 
and  Rockport,  and  a  mile  or  two  to  the  west  of  the  main 
channel;  and  Mission  Bay. 

Concerning  Flower  Bluff  I  know  nothing,  except  from 
hearsay ;  but  I  do  not  believe  it  would  pay  for  anyone 
except  a  resident  of  Corpus  Christi  to  go  there,  as  the 
fishing  at  the  pass  is  so  much  better,  and  as  the  water  is  so 
wide  as  to  make  fishing  impracticable  when  the  wind  blows 
at  all  hard. 

As  for  Shell  Banks,  I  took  one  5i-footer  there  after 
sunset,  beaching  it  in  seven  minutes  by  the  watch,  as  I 
was  in  a  hurry  to  get  another,  in  which  ambition,  how- 
ever, I  was  disappointed,  beoiuse  the  struggles  of  the  fish 
on  the  sand  broke  my  wire,  and  it  took  me  so  long  to  get 
on  another  snell  that  darkness  stopped  the  fishing. 

By  the  way,  though,  I  have  heard  that  it  is  practicable 
to  citch  tarpon  by  moonlight.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
would  be  unsatisfactory,  aaone  would  miss  seeing  so  much 
of  the  fun. 

It  was  told  me  that  in  September  and  October,  when 
the  northers  are  blowing  so  hard  that  there  is  no  fishing 
at  the  pass,  the  tarpon  congregate  in  great  numbers  at 
Shell  Banks,  but  that  there  is  no  one  there  to  catch  them. 
Some  day  I  hope  to  strike  it  rich  there  under  these  con- 
ditions. 

As  for  fishing  at  Mission  Bay,  it  is  no  place  to  go  to 
except  for  a  couple  of  daya.  It  lies  to  the  north-east  of 
Rockport  some  twenty  miles  or  more  by  water,  and  is 


reached  by  sloop,  provided  the  master  of  the  vessel  knows 
the  channels.  Fully  one-half  of  the  way  is  through  shoal 
water.  The  fishing  ground  is  a  very  small  stretch  of 
narrow,  but  comparatively  deep,  channel,  say  six  or 
eight  feet,  between  an  extensive  bay  or  mud  flat  and  the 
larger  bay.  One  should  run  his  eloop  into  the  channel 
and  moor  her  head  and  stern  against  the  bank.  Generally 
the  water  ia  muddy,  so  the  fiah  don't  strike  well,  but  when 
they  do  the  fun  is  fast  and  furious.  When  the  water  is 
running  out,  and  soon  after  the  tide  has  turned,  the  fishing 
is  best;  but  I  have  heard  that  sometimes  they  strike  all 
day.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  only  a  small  number 
of  tarpon  at  this  plice,  and  that  they  are  old  residents. 
At  any  rate,  I  could  see  what  1  deemed  to  be  the  same 
tarpon  jump  or  rise  at  exactly  the  same  spot  time  after 
time,  but  after  our  trolling  up  and  down  a  few  times  they 
appeared  to  get  on  to  the  game,  and  would  pay  no  attention 
to  the  bait.  One  morning,  however,  I  had  six  8trikes_  in 
an  hour  and  a  half,  landing  only  one  and  nearly  landing 
another.  I  failed  to  set  the  hook  into  the  other  four, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  I  was  fishing  from  a  stationary  boat 
without  a  boatman,  and  that  I  had  out  a  long  line  with  a 
large  cork  float  at  the  upper  end  of  the  snell.  On  this 
account  I  could  not  strike  the  hook  in  before  the  fish 
jumped.  My  eldest  boy  had  a  hard  fight  with  a  big  fish 
the  next  morning,  but  lost  it  while  it  was  beiag  brought 
to  gafi,  and  I  landed  a  stingray  that  must  have  weighed 
fully  1001b. 

Tne  surroundings  at  this  place  are  utterly  desolate,  most 
of  the  ground  being  submerged  at  very  high  water,  and 
there  is  hardly  a  habitation  to  be  seen.  On  a  calm  night 
the  mosquitoes  must  be  plentiful,  so  I  advise  sportsmen 
who  try  this  locility  to  take  along  some  mosquito  netting. 
Now  that  I  know  that  these  insects  inoculate  one  with 
malaria,  I  have  a  much  greater  respect  for  them  than  I 
had  in  my  younger  days,  when  I  used  to  sleep  among 
swarms  of  them  in  the  Georgian  Bay  country  without  any 
shelter  or  protection  whatever. 

Mission  Bay  channel  ia  not  a  good  place  to  land  a  tarpon, 
as  the  banks  are  steep  and  the  water  so  narrow  that  one 
naturally  prefers  to  fish  from  the  bank.  Indeed,  it  is  the 
only  safe  thing  to  do,  for  the  tarpon  are  likely  to  jump 
into  the  boat.  One  that  I  hooked  came  so  near  to  doing 
this  that  I  hurried  ashore  and  finished  the  fight  from  the 
bank. 

There  is  another  similar  place  just  across  the  bay  from 
this  point,  and  about  six  miles  by  land,  nearly  due  north 
of  Rockport,  where  there  are  said  to  be  some  tarpon  ;  but 
it  is  not  as  good  as  Mission  Bay  channel,  although  there 
is  a  hotel  there  where  sportsmen  are  accommodated, 
especially  for  the  duck  shooting  in  winter.  Nobody  that 
I  ever  heard  of  goes  there  for  tarpon. 

The  next  locality  that  I  shall  deal  with  is  Tampico,  but 
as  I  have  lately  written  for  Forest  and  Stream  a  full 
description  of  my  laat  winter's  outing  there,  I  shall  simply 
state  that  the  best  spots  for  tarpon  are  near  the  outer 
ends  of  the  jetties,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  just 
opposite  the  city,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  next  large  river 
some  three  or  four  miles  above,  just  where  the  Mexican 
Central  Railway  crosses.  There  are  a  few  other  fair 
spots,  but  these  three  are  by  far  the  best  points.  At  the 
mouths  of  the  branch  rivers  the  best  fishing  is  generally 
to  be  had  when  the  tide  is  going  out,  and  at  the  jetties  I 
have  had  usually  the  bast  luck  in  the  forenoon. 

I  was  told  that  there  is  another  river,  some  thirty  miles 
from  the  Panuco,  on  which  Tampico  is  situated,  where  there 
are  three  or  four  times  as  many  tarpon  as  there  are  in  the 
Tampico  waters.  Some  day  I  may  explore  this  locality 
and  report  thereon  afterwards.  One  would  need  a  steam 
or  naptha  launch,  though,  to  make  the  trip._ 

Vera  Cruz  is  no  place  to  go  for  tarpon  fishing  for  several 
good  reasons.  First,  while  there  are  certainly  some  tarpon 
there,  there  is  no  special  place  for  them  to  congregate, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  no  stream  empties  into  the  harbour, 
which  is  entirely  artificial.  Second,  there  are  no  facilities 
for  fishing,  and  no  one  there  knows  anything  about  the 
sport.  And  third,  and  most  important  of  all,  there  is 
always  yellow  fever  at  Vera  Cruz. 

Alvarado,  some  forty  or  fifty  miles  further  down  the 
coast,  is  an  entirely  different  kind  of  place.  The  town 
is  small  and  not  unhealthy,  and  the  location  is  beautiful. 
There  are  fish  to  be  caught,  but  how  many  and  at  what 
times  of  the  year  I  cannot  say.  I  tried  the  fishing  once 
with  a  hand-line  from  a  large  and  unwieldy  canoe,  no 
skiffs  being  available,  but  soon  gave  it  up  and  contented 
myself  with  watching  my  companion  and  some  natives 
catch  some  fine  jackfish  and  channel  bass  with  long  cast- 
llnes  and  heavy  sinkers.  It  struck  me  that  there  must  be 
times  at  this  place  when  one  could  get  excellent  sport  on 
tarpon. 

At  Tlacotalpam,  some  twenty-five  miks  up  the  river 
from  Alvarado,  there  are  said  to  be  lots  of  tarpon  during 
the  months  of  March  and  April.  The  natives  harpoon 
them  and  shoot  them  on  the  jump  with  bow  and  arrow — 
at  least,  this  is  what  an  old  resident  American  assured 
me.  No  one  had  ever  caught  a  tarpon  there  on  rod  and 
line,  and  the  old  fellow  I  talked  to  would  hardly  believe 
that  such  a  thing  is  possible  ;  but  as  he  saw  my  tackle  he 
concluded  that  I  must  have  bought  it  for  fishing  parposes, 
so  I  might  possibly  be  speaking  the  truth  when  I  told  him 
that  I  had  caught  tarpon  thereon. 

At  Coatzacoalcos,  on  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  I 
endeavoured  to  test  the  tarpon  fishing,  but  as  I  spent  all 
of  my  time  at  that  place  in  bed  with  a  severe  attack  of 
coast  fever  I  had  to  transfer  my  fishing  outfit  to  my 
assistant,  who  had  never  even  eeen  a  tarpon.  After  try- 
ing a  couple  of  times  without  getting  a  strike,  he  gave 
it  up,  but  brought  me  some  tarpon  scales  that  he  found 
on  the  beach,  proving  the  existence  in  these  waters  of  "  ia 
grande  ecaUle."  Inquiries  among  the  fishermen,  owing  to 
their  ignorance  and  our  bad  Spanish,  elicited  very  little 
information  of  any  value.  They  say  that  at  _  certain 
season!  tarpons  are  plentiful,  but  that  the  river  is  infested 


with  sharks,  two  men  having  caui^^  ei^ghty  of  them  in  a 
single  day,  all  of  them  being  small— Only  about  tft.  long. 
No  one  would  care  to  go  to  Coa/tK^i^cos  ieipe^yiy  for 
the  sport.  It  is  too  far  away,  and  lastfln^mer  the  yt^l^ow 
fever  more  than  decimated  the  population. 

How  far  south  the  tarpon  ranges  I  have  been  unable  to 
ascertain,  the  only  information  that  I  have  bucceeded  in 
collecting  being  contained  in  the  following  extracts  from  a 
couple  of  letters  from  my  old  friend  and  former  professor, 
Alfred  S.  Bartolet. 

"  It  ia  true  that  the  tarpon  is  unsaleable  in  the  markets 
of  this  country,  but  along  the  northern  coast  of  South 
America  it  is  used  as  food,  and  is  generally  found  in  the 
markets  of  the  coaat  towns.  I  remember  seeing  a  few 
years  ago  at  Cartagena  fishermen  bring  in  Eubalos  in 
numbers.  They  were  taken,  I  was  informed,  by  harpoon- 
ing. If  this  is  true,  I  would  say  it  is  the  most  sensible 
way  of  capturing  them. 

"  It  was  frequently  served  in  the  hotel  I  was  staying  at, 
and  I  thought  it  was  good.  Several  fellow  guests  said 
they  preferred  it  to  all  other  kinda  of  fish  in  that  market. 
I  fancy  a  few  experiments  in  the  art  of  cookery  would 
prove  to  you,  Megalops  atlantic us,  Cav.  and  Val  ,a  fiah  fit 
for  the  table.  It  assure  yon  it  ia  far  better  than  any  species 
of  our  game  Esoo). 

"  I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  you  any  reliable^  informa- 
tion concerning  the  habitat  of  the  tarpon  in  South 
American  waters.  It  was  represented  to  me  that  its  range 
includes  the  whole  northern  coast  of  South  America,  and 
that  it  is  consumed  in  considerable  quantities  by  the  people 
of  thoae  parts. 

''  However,  only  at  Cartagena  had  I  an  opportunity  to 
verify  the  truthfulness  of  this.  It  was  there,  while 
delayed  nearly  a  fortnight  during  the  month  of  February 
several  years  ago,  I  used  to  amuse  myself  by  strolling 
early  every  morning  through  the  market  place.  There 
were  always  some  tarpon — one  morninif  I  remember 
counting  eight.    All  the  fish  were  adults. 

"As  served  at  the  hotel,  the  fish  was  certainly  not 
'  tough  and  oily.'  I  fear  its  edible  qualities  have  been 
largely  condemned  on  hearsay." 

Concerning  the  edible  qualities  of  the  silver  king  I  can 
give  Prof.  Bertolet's  remarks  a  partial  indorsement,  for 
on  two  occasions  I  have  had  20-pounders  served,  and  have 
found  them  fairly  good  eating,  bat  I  have  never  tackled 
an  adult  specimen,  although  1  saw  them  sold  by  the  cross 
section  in  the  Tlacotalpam  market.  I  have  noticed, 
though,  that  while  the  Mexicans  appeared  quite  grateful 
for  jewfiah,  pike,  and  even  jackfish,  they  were  not  eager 
to  take  the  tarpon  I  offered  them. 

There  is  one  more  locality  where  I  have  twice  tried 
tarpon  fishing,  but  without  success,  although  there  were 
plenty  of  the  fish  there  at  times,  and  some  immense 
fellows  too.  I  refer  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Sabine  Pass 
and  Port  Arthur,  Texas.  Notwithstanding  my  poor 
success,  I  feel  confident  that  by  going  at  it  in  the  right 
way  and  at  the  right  season,  one  could  obtain  excellent 
sport  in  that  vicinity.  A  few  tarpon  have  been  caught 
there  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  but  the  fishing 
that  is  done  is  only  desultory. 

If  this  article  meet  the  eye  of  my  friend  Mr.  Craig,  of 
Port  Arthur,  I  hope  he  will  contribute  his  share  of  in- 
formation to  the  fishing  fraternity  by  describing  in 
detail  in  Forest  and  Stream  the  haunts  of  the  grande 
ecaille  in  his  district.  The  best  points  that  I  know  of 
are  along  the  east  side  of  the  east  jetty,  close  to  the  oyster 
bank  opposite  the  town  of  Sabine,  and  at  the  mouth  of 
Taylor's  Bayou,  where  the  new  ship  basin  is  being 
excavated.  At  Keith's  Gully  there  used  to  be  many  tarpon, 
but  the  ship  canal  closed  the  mouth  of  this,  so  the  tarpon 
go  there  no  longer.  It  would  not  surprise  me  to  learn 
that  there  is  good  sport  to  be  had  in  the  canal  itself,  for 
a  Japanese  friend  of  mine,  who  was  down  there  last 
summer,  told  me  that  he  saw  a  number  of  tarpon  jumping 
in  the  canal  as  he  passed  through  it  on  a  launch. 

The  season  for  tarpon  fishing  around  Sabine  Lake  ia 
comparatively  short,  beginning  after  the  fresh  water  has 
stopped  running  out  in  July  and  August,  and  ending  with 
the  coming  of  the  northers  in  October.  I  shall  probably 
never  go  again  to  this  place  for  tarpon  fishing,  but  if  my 
work  takes  me  there  I  shall  carry  along  an  outfit  and 
have  another  try.  There  is  one  point  about  this  locality 
that  it  would  not  do  for  me  to  forget  to  mention,  viz., 
that  there  is  a  really  first-class  hotel  at  Sabine  and  another 
at  Port  Arthur.  Good  boatmen,  however,  are,  or  were, 
scarce,  those  that  I  picked  up  wanting  to  be  at  anchor 
most  of  the  time,  and  one  of  them  getting  half  drunk 
while  out  on  the  gulf.  Perhaps,  though,  Mr.  Craig  has 
broken  in  some  of  them,  so  that  they  now  know  how  to 
row  for  tarpon  fishermen. 

There  ia  a  tarpon  fisherman  at  Houston,  Texas,  whose 
name  I  have  forgotten,  from  whom  I  would  Lke  to  hear 
concerning  the  fishing  waters  in  bis  vicinity,  and  I  feel 
sure  that  at  or  near  Brownsville,  Texas,  there  must  be 
fine  tarpon  fishing,  perhaps  during  the  entire  year.  It  is 
possible  that  I  shall  succeed  in  getting  some  sportsman 
at  that  place  to  di&cusa  this  paper  and  tell  all  about  the 
sport  in  his  locality. 

Concerning  the  tarpon  fishing  in  Florida,  I  know  nothing 
except  from  hearsay,  but  I  judge  that  it  will  not  compare 
at  ail  favourably  with  that  at  Aransas  Pass  and  Tampico. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  of  the  Florida  fieheimen  will 
come  forward  and  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

Between  SabiLe  Pass  and  Florida  lies  a  long  stretch  of 
coast  line,  and  there  must  be  tarpon  along  it,  but  I  have 
never  heard  of  any  being  caught  there.  Maybe  someoce 
else,  though,  knows  something  about  it  and  will  tell 
thertof. 

Again,  I  have  heard  that  there  are  tarpon  along  the 
coast  of  Cuba,  but  have  never  learned  of  anyone  catching 
any  there.    Possibly  some  other  sportsman  knows. 

To  what  distance  north  along  the  Atlantic  coast  of 
Florida  the  good  tarpon  fishing  extends  I  would  like  to 
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know,  aa  well- as  how  isnp  Dtorth  in  the  Atlantic  the  tarpon 
has  yet  been  foimd.   Dq«a  the  fish  exist  anywhere  else 
tl"?  AmerJcaii  coast  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that 
A  J         '  lloJaco,  for  instance,  in  the  Pacific  Ooean  ? 
n  "l?  T>°°xT  °^  ?  ^^'^  qaeations  that  I  would  like  Mr, 
K.  ±1.,  the  Galveston  asherman,  to  answer  : 

Ist.  Can  one  obtain  at  G.  first-class  boatmen  who  are 
accustomed  to  row  for  tarpon  fishermen,  and  what  is  the 
charge  per  day  for  boat,  boatman,  and  bait  P 

2nd.  What  are  the  facilities  for  beaching  the  fish,  or 
does  one  have  to  take  them  into  the  boat  ? 

3rd.  About  what  percentage  of  the  time  during  tke 
fishing  season  is  it  praoticible  to  fish,  and  how  many  day's 
per  month  are  too  stormy  ?  . 

4th.  Is  there  any  special  danger  of  one's  ekiff  beina 
Sfvamped  ?  * 

5th.  Is  the  current  between  the  jetties  at  any  time  too 
strong  to  row  agamst  ? 

6th.  Are  tarpon  to  be  had  every  day  in  the  season,  or  is 
It  only  once  m  a  while  that  they  come  in  ? 

7th.  Does  the  water  ever  get  too  muddy  for  fishing; 

Q  u  ^-Sf  ^*  generally  remain  so  ? 

bait  ?  facilities  for  obtaining  muUet  for 

9th.  Is  there  likely  to  be  much  trouble  from  interference 
by  sharks  i' 

10th.  How  late  in  the  season  does  the  tarpon  fishing 
fu^^^'f}?,  ^  /".'"y  opmion  it  should  not  finish  before 
the  middle  or  end  of  October. 

In  concluding  this  already  rather  long  paper,  I  desire  to 
urge  ODca  more  the  tarpon  fishermen  of  America  to  take 
part  m  its  discussion  in  order  to  make  more  popular  the 
sport  ot  tarpon  fishing,  compared  with  which  aU  other 
hshmg,  unless  it  be  for  the  tuna,  is  tame. 

It  is  likely  to  be  some  months  before  I  can  write  the 
next  paper  of  the  series,  viz.,  that  on  "  Tackle  and  Outfit." 
and  by  that  time  I  may  have  some  more  fishing  experiences 
to  relate.  In  the  meantime  I  hope  to  see  this  paper  evoke 
a  large  and  valuable  discussion. 

J.  A.  L.  Waddell  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


BOOTLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

n«T°^i9'**ril"*^T^-"i''"  of  tliis  association  was  held  on 
Dec.  12  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  Miranda-road.  Mr 
^Tl.  o  ■  A  Z^^/  P^««''Jed  over  a  large  attendance  of 
^Tw  Z"™'^"'  ^^PPO'tfid  by  Messrs.  J.  Prescott 

and  W.  Reid  (vice-presidents),  Mr.  J,  Turner  (vice-chair 
man),  Mr  A  Wainwright  (Liverpool  City  A.A.),  Mr  j! 
Wishart  (Central  A.A.),  Mr.  F.  W.  Taylor  (Nelson  A.A  ) 

i-.^^^^^^'*  ^«^^y  Mr.  G.  Hyams(Edge 

HUl  A.AO,  Mr.  Connor  (Liverpool  Echo),  and  Mr  Tavlor 
[Bootle  T^rnes).  After  a  splendid  dinner?  excellently 
served  up  by  Host  Barratt,  which  was  thoroughly  enioyed 
by  those  present,  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  the 
pianist,  Mr.  Shep  ey,  leading  off  with  a  selection  of  popular 
a  *  7^1  ^"''K  P^°P°''«d  by  the  chairman! 

was  enthusiastically  honoured,  as  was  also  that  of  the 
Ti^i°  proposed  by  Mr.  T.  G 

Hm.    Mr  CaUaghan  sang  "Thoughts  and  Tears"  and 

lempest  of  the  Heart  very  eSeotively,  and  Mr.  Jenkin- 
sons  rendering  of  "Tell  Her  I  Love  Her  So"  and 

Bonny  Mary  of  Argyle  was  thoroughly  enjoyed,  as  was 
also  the  old  huntmg  song,  "John  Peel,"'sunVby  MrT 
Coffey.  "  Old  Familiar  Faces,"  a  very  appropriate  song 
was  exceedingly  weU  received,  being  sung  with  fine 
effect  by    Mr.    W.  P     Gilmore.    A    selfcti^n  from 

Mantana  on  the  euphonium  by  Mr.  T.  Baker  was  well 
rendered,  but  the  violm  solo  by  Master  Brabin,  "  The 
L,ast_  Kose  of  Summer,"  was  the  masterpiece  of  the 
evening,  and  some  time  elapsed  before  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  audience  abated.  Mr.  Chris  Cain  feelingly  recited ' '  The 
Liiteboat,  and  Mr.  Champion  gave  a  very  clever  ventrilo- 
quial  entertainment.  During  an  interval  in  the  programme 
the  chairman  took  the  opportunity  of  congratulating  the 
members  upon  the  excellent  progress  made  by  the  aaiocia- 
tion,  no  less  than  forty-one  members  being  elected  duriag 
the  past  twelve  months;  twenty-two  competitions  or 
outings  had  been  held,  at  which  there  had  been  238 
attendances  and  1831b.  of  fish  weighed-in  for  the  sevei^tv- 
Tl^«^«"^^m°.^*''*'^'.*^^  value  of  which  reached  the  sum 
or  ±,4b  bs.  The  specimen  prizes  were  then  handed  to  the 
Buccessful  members,  prominent  amongst  whom  were 
Messrs.  Brabin,  Gilmore,  T.  and  J.  Pennington,  Gain. 
Fisher,  and  Jones.    The  toast  of  "Our  Visitors"  wa^ 

/  honoured  upon  the  proposition  of  Mr.  T.  Tavlor 
and  Mr  J.  Wishart  (Central  Association),  in  reply. 
mg  stated  he  was  more  than  pleased  at  being  de- 
puted to  attend  our  dinner,  and  also  very  glad  that 
the  Liverpool  associations  worked  so  harmoniouely 
together.  Mr.  Taylor,  Boo«e  Times,  repUed  on  behalf  of 
the  Press.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the  host  and  hostess,  and 
Biso  to  the  chairman,  the  latter  being  accompanied  by  the 
Bingmg  of  "  He's  a  Jolly  Good  Fellow  "  (and  a  right  jolly 
teUow  he  IS  too),  when  a  most  enjoyable  gathering  came 
to  a  close  by  the  singing  of  "  Auid  Lang  Byne."  Con- 
siderable regret  was  expressed  at  the  absence  of  a 
representative  from  the  Liverpool  Angling  Association, 
but  owing  to  some  unexplained  cause  our  invitation  failed 
to  reach  them. 


Wote5  from  t^e  WottJ). 

"A  GKEEN  eel  (Yule)  makes  a  fat  kirkyard,"  as  the 
Scotch  saying  is  ;  and  if  Christmas  Day  is  to  be  any  gauge 
then  it  was  green  enough.  We  seldom  remember  a  fresher 
Yuletide ;  but  as  the  old  folks  generally  go  by  the  old 
style  of  reckoning,  there's  a  chance  yet. 

A  good  round  snowstorm  before  Jan.  5  would  be  a 
veritable  godsend  for  the  later  spring  waters,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  may  come.  The  prcBpeots  for  the  coming 
spring  could  then  be  reckoned  up. 

Lieutenant  McLean,  of  the  Black  Watch,  is  a  Donside 
heir,  his  father  being  Mr.  McLean,  of  Breda,  who  has 
taken  such  an  active  hand  in  getting  the  Don  put  to 
rights.   

The  Earl  of  Kintore  and  the  other  proprietors  on  Don- 
side  have  won  their  case  before  the  Firat  Division  of  the 
Court  of  Session,  and  their  allegations  against  the  Messrs. 
Pine  for  abstracting  more  water  than  they  are  entitled  to 
will  now  go  to  proof,  when  some  highly  interesting 
disclosures  are  promised. 

Lord  Stormonth  Darling  has  juet  decided  the  Findhom 
case  in  favour  of  the  pursaera,  Meears.  Aleir.  Pirie, 
Hogarth,  and  E.  C,  Munro-Fergnson,  M.P.,  against  Mr! 
R.  J .  Murray-Grant  of  Moy,  who  claimed  a  joint  right 
with  them  to  fish  the  Findhorn  opposite  their  lands. 

It  appears  to  be  Scotch  law  that  if  a  water  be  angled  on 
for  forty  years  without  challenge,  a  right  of  fishing  is 
acquired  by  prescription  without  a  charter  under  certain 
circumstances. 

c<  Ma°^«>  M.A.,  Aberdeen,  read  a  paper  on 
Common  Trout,"  describing  in  felicitous  and  picturesque 
language  the  pleaeurea  of  the  angler  in  quest  of  this  wily 
fish,  to  the  members  of  the  Aberdeen  Natural  History 
Society  recently,  and  concluded  by  suggesting  that  a 
local  dam,  noted  aa  the  laat  home  of  all  the  stolen  cats 
about  town,  ahould  be  converted  into  an  artificial  lake  for 
trout.   

A  hundred  years  ago,  according  to  the  Aberdeen  Journal, 
then  a  flourishing  weekly,  which  it  atill  ia,  there  was  such 
a  show  of  herrings  on  the  coast  at  Christmas  that  the  bea 
for  thirty  miles  off  Aberdeen  resembled  a  sheet  of  ice. 
The  three  or  four  herring  boata  that  were  available  made 
a  little  pile  each.  They  had  six  crane  apiece.  What  would 
a  few  ' '  drifters  "  give  for  such  a  chance  ? 

Special  Scotch. 


OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Sure  relief.  The 
weak  and  enervated  suffer  severely  from  nervous  affections  when 
btorms  or  electric  disturbances  agitate  the  atmosphere.  Neuraleia 
gouty  pangs  and  flying  pains,  very  distressing  to  a  delicate 

Jslo^rJ  '^.fl^M^^l^l  '■^''^^f  Ointment  on  the 

affected  part  after  it  has  beet  fomented  with  warm  water  The 
Fills,  taken  occasionally  in  the  doses  prescribed  by  the  instruc- 
'  "."^^  digestion  in  order,  excite  a  free  flow  of  healthy 
bile,  and  regenerate  the  impoverished  blood  with  richer  materials, 
resulting  from  thoroughly  assimilated  food,  wanting  which,  the 

dfid»  "If^i'^'i'y  """^         feeWeness,  and  the 

delicate  find  it  difacnlt  to  maintain  existence.  liolloway's 
Ointment  and  Pills  are  infallible  remedies. 


(provincial  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

.^he  weather  for  the  time  of  tke  year  still  keeps  very 
mild.  Thia  has  had  a  tendency  to  induce  a  good  few  of 
our  members  to  embrace  the  opportunity  to  go  out  for  a 
little  fresh  air  and  a  little  sport  combined.  The  Avon  has 
been  visited  very  little  of  late,  but  a  number  of  our 
members  booked  to  Defford  and  Pershore  this  (Wednesday) 
morning,  with  a  view  of  having  a  bit  of  pike  and  roach 
fashing.  Several  good  pike  have  been  noticed  on  the  feed 
near  to  Nafford  Mill,  but  this  part  of  the  river  ia  private 
it  bemg  rented  by  the  Cheltenham  Association,  but  Spiers's 
water  and  down  the  river  to  Bredon  is  partly  open  and 
tree  to  fish.  The  pike  above  Twyning  Fleet  have  been 
moving  freely,  and  some  good  fish  should  be  had 
from  here.  A  number  of  the  St.  George's  and  Bel- 
mont members  intend  visiting  their  water  at  Bidford 
during  the  holidays,  and  also  the  Anker  at  Tamworth, 
but  the  latter  river  does  not  contain  the  number  of 
pike  it  contained  some  few  years  ago.  The  Trent 
will  be  well  patronised  by  the  members  of  the  Midland 
and  BirmiQgham  Piscatorials,  whose  well-stocked  waters 
should  yield  some  good  fish,  as  the  water  ia  now  reported 
to  he  in  nice  condition.  The  canal  at  Kingawood  and  up 
to  Stratford,  also  the  Fazeley  Canal,  will  be  visited  by  the 
membera  of  the  Manor  and  other  clubs.  The  Rose  and 
Crown  Society,  which  numbers  about  280  members,  have 
agam  had  a  very  successful  year,  which  is  due  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  committee,  who,  one  and  all,  have  worked 
witli  a  will  to  keep  up  the  reputation  of  the  society,  in 
which,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  they  have  more  than  succeeded. 
The  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  have  also  been  very  successful, 
for,  after  paying  for  the  rent  of  two  grand  stretches  of 
water  on  the  Penk  and  Mease,  they  have  declared  a 
dividend  of  7b.  6d.  per  member.  Some  of  our  other  clubs 
have  voted  large  suma  of  money  for  prizea  ;  in  fact,  some 
of  the  cluba  have  given  as  much  as  £25  during  the  past 
year,  and  still  have  a  balance  on  the  right  side.  Re- 
stocking is  one  of  the  chief  things  that  the  clubs  intend 
going  m  for  largely  next  year.  Several  new  secretaries 
have  been  appointed,  and  this  may  in  some  instances  be  the 
means  of  placing  some  of  the  clubs  in  a  better  position 
The  Ashted,  Brothers  Well  Met,  and  T.P.A.  Clubs  have 
appointed  new  secretaries,  and  the  Chandos  Club  will 
appoint  a  new  secretary  at  their  next  meeting.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  visited  a  new  Bociety  at  Walsall  a  few  days  ago,  and 
has  presented_  a  report,  which  is  in  every  way  favour- 
able for  their  acceptance  into  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

From  a  fisherman'B  point  of  view  the  weather  has  been 
all  that  could  be  desired  for  ths  holidaya,  and,  with  the 
watera  in  the  pink  of  condition,  aome  excellent  sport  has 


J^een  obtained.  Those  who  have  made  the  Witham  and 
ite  tributaries  their  destination  have  basketed  some  splendid 
roach.  At  Stixwold,  Bardney,  and  Tattershall  anglers 
have  been  out  in  good  numbers,  and  those  who  have  baited 
with  the  tail-end  of  the  worm  have  had  a  rare  run  of  sport. 
Some  rods  have  accounted  for  aa  much  as  18ib.  and  201b. 
in  a  single  day,  and  many  of  the  fish  have  exceeded  lib. 
each.  The  Glen,  another  capital  roach  resort,  haa  also 
been  well  patronised,  and  individual  captures  have  weighed 
up  to  101b.  and  121b.  Pike  fishing  has  also  been  productive 
of  satisfactory  results.  Those  operating  on  the  Tattershall, 
Dogdyke,  and  Langriok  lengths  of  the  Witham  have  been 
getting  splendid  sport,  aome  of  the  best  fish  having  scaled 
from  81b.  to  121b.  each.  On  the  Forty-foot  quite  a  number 
of  rods  have  been  at  work.  The  roaohing  fraternity  have 
°8.d  no  cause  for  complaint,  as  several  bags,  weighing  from 
101b.  to  151b.,  have  been  accounted  for  with  the  dew  and 
brandling  worms.  Trolling  has  also  been  most  successfully 
prosecuted.  Several  years  have  elapsed  since  the  condi- 
tions for  Chnstmae  at  gling  were  so  distinctly  favourable  aa 
they  have  been  thia  year. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  changeable  weather  experienced  in  this 
district  during  the  past  week  roach  fishing  has  not  been 
nearly  so  gcoi  as  of  the  previous  week,  yet  on  favourable 
occasions  some  very  good  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  top 
stretches  of  the  river  Hull  going  from  lib.  to  lib.  3Joz. 
each,  and  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Hull  Bridge  catches 
weighing  from  61b.  to  81b.  in  the  aggregate  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker,  Mr.  W.  J.  Barker,  and  other 
members  of  the  North  My  ton  Angling  Association,  but 
occasional  showers  and  very  high  winds  at  times  were 
much  against  the  angler's  success  during  the  week.  We 
have  also  had  a  few  sharp  frosts,  which  have  been 
detrimental  to  roach  fishing,  yet  on  the  other  hand  the 
waters  all  being  in  fair  trim,  pike  should  now  pro- 
vide fair  sport,  and  at  the  various  baokends  a  lively 
bait  should  be  very  tempting  over  the  broken  sedges,  and 
the  reaches  above  the  locks  are  in  very  fair  order  either 
for  spinning  or  live  bait  fishing,  and  our  local  pikists 
have  had  a  little  sport  between  Arram  and  Hull  Bridge 
during  the  week.    Reports  from  the  river  Derwent  are 
also  rather  favourable,  the  river  in  some  parts  being  in 
much  better  condition  than  of  late,  especially  in  the  Stam- 
ford Bridge  and  Buttercrambe  districts,  where  a  few  very 
nice  fish  have  recently  been  taken,  the  beat  fish  going 
about  151b.,  and  if  the  frosty  weather  should  continue 
sport  amongst  pike  ahould  be  good  at  Sutton  and  Bub- 
with  on  thia  noted  pike  river  ;  but  on  Christmaa  Day  the 
weather  again  changed  much  milder,  with  southerly  winds, 
consequently  conditions  were  more  favourable  for  roach 
than  pike,  although  on  the  river  Ancholme  and  some  parte 
of  the  Lndd  pike  continue  to  furnish  very  fair  sport,  some 
of  the  fish  running  a  good  size  ;  and  in  the  Brigg  district 
of  the  Ancholme  resident  anglers  have  done  fairly  well 
amongst  roach,  although  the  fish  caught  have  not  been  so 
large  as  is  usually  the  case  in  winter  fishing.  Rep  jrta  from 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal  have  only  been  very  meagre  of 
late,  few  anglera  having  visited  it  from  Hull,  yet  the 
waters  are  in  very  fair  order,  both  from  Broomfleet  to 
Newport,  and  in  the  Foulness  district,  and  pike  fishing 
should  now  be  good  in  the  top  ponds  above  Sod  House 
Lock  ;  in  fact,  I  intend  giving  them  a  trial  during  the 
coming  week.    Busineas  continues  brisk  amongst  the  cluba 
in  the  city,  annual  gatherings,  prize  distributions,  and,  in 
some  cases,  re-modelling  of  rules,  &c.,  for  the  forthcoming 
season  is  occupying  a  lot  of  attention.    The  Progressives 
have  just  held  their  annual  supper  at  the  Railway  Inn  in 
Bast  Hull.    Meaars.  Blundell,  Spenoe,  and  Co.'s  Angling 
Club  have  had  their  annual  meeting,  and  elected  oflScera 
for  1901,  aa  follows :  President,  Mr.  C.  Moulds ;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  S.  Dean ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Mell ;  and 
secretary,  Mr.  A.  B.  Cahill;  with  Mr.  G.  Dodgson  as 
clerk  of  the  scales,  and  a  committee  of  five.    Thia  aociety 
have  decided  to  run  an  open  match  on  the  Hull,  at  Dnns- 
well,  early  in  May  next.    Whilst  speaking  of  Dunswell, 
the  well-known  Brigg  roach  and  bream  fisher,  Mr.  George 
Jack,  of  the  gas  works,  has  left  the  district,  and  taken 
over  as  mine  host  the  Waggon  and  Horses  Hostelry,  at 
Dunswell,  and  will  now,  no  doubt,  be  able  to  sample  the 
fish  in  the  river  Hull.    The  Wednesday  Anglers,  of  Hull, 
meet  on  Jan.  1  to  elect  officers  and  arrange  other  matters 
for  the  forthcoming  aeaaon. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
It  is  many  years  since  thia  county  firat  wished  the 
Fishing  Gazette  every  proaperity  in  a  year  about  to  begin, 
and  may  it  be  many  more  before  we  ceaae  to  do  ao.  Please 
accept  our  sincere  and  hearty  congratulations  for  1901,  and 
may  prosperity  attend  the  F.  G.  Throughout  this  country 
actual  angling  has  been  very  little  in  evidence.  Many  have 
had  a  damper  put  on  their  festive  season  by  the  "  beer 
scare,"  and  by  the  loss  of  many  dear  friends  whilst  serving 
the  Queen.  A  very  encouraging  report  ia  to  hand  from 
Warrington  of  the  spawning  season  in  the  park  and  else- 
where. Of  course,  private  enterprise  is  responsible  for 
these  hatcheries  and  nurseries,  but  still,  the  local  aesocia- 
tion  haa  largely  benefited  by  the  liberality  of  the  owner, 
if  common  sense  continues  to  rule  in  thia  town. 
Rumour  ia  bnay  with  the  capture  of  a  few  Irish 
pike  which  have  lately  found  their  way  to  this 
county.  Strange  to  say,  the  lucky  captors  are  so 
bashful  that  they  cannot  stand  their  names  in  print, 
but  nevertheless  the  fieh  were  caught  and  are  being  pre- 
served. Perhaps  no  item  of  our  surroundings  affords  more 
pleasurable  contemplation  than  the  phenomenal  succeas  of 
the  Wyreadale  Fiahery.  To-day  it  stands  forth  as  a 
monument  of  pluck  and  enterprise,  and  the  many  thou- 
sands who  have  visited  the  fishery  by  the  courtesy  of  Capt. 
Ormrod  can  testify  to  the  pleasure  of  their  vieit.  One 
thing  only,  many  of  as  think,  would  enhance  our  satisfac- 
tion, and  that  is,  if  he  would  only  go  in  for  breeding 
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coarse  fish,  now  ao  difiBonlt  to  procure,  for  stockiog  pur- 
poses. If  the  captain  would  only  do  this  he  would  stop 
effectually  what  is  now  an  illicit  trade.  At  present  our 
stocking  is  simply  robbing  one  water  to  stock  another,  and 
if  coarse  fish  well  bred  osuld  be  obtained  this  kind  of 
thing  would  stop.  The  occupation  of  the  poacher  would 
also  suffer,  and  instead  of  getting  fish  of  doubtful  age 
and  breed  we  should  get  fish  likely  to  do  us  good 
in  the  future,  and  not  the  barren  bred-out  things 
now  the  usual  thing  in  piscatorial  commerce.  The 
Earl  of  Bradford  Angling  Society,  Moses  Gate,  who 
are  responsible  for  the  Orompton  Lodges  Fishery,  are 
quietly  developing  their  trust.  For  some  time  they  have 
pursued  a  policy  which  eventually  will  add  another  resort 
available  to  the  public.  The  announcement  that  the 
N.A.A.  has  the  full  privileges  of  fishing  in  the  Shropshire 
Union  Canal  where  fishing  is  allowed  is  somewhat  late,  bat, 
nevertheless,  welcome.  The  same  has  been  announced  for 
many  weeks  by  the  P.A.A.  from  Birmingham. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Buckland  Angling  Society,  one  of  our  oldest 
societies,  has  just  celebrated  another  anniversary,  and  now 
is  probably  the  oldest  of  our  city  clubs.  To  say  that  the 
report  and  balance-sheet  were  satisfactory  is  merely  to  repeat 
the  annual  comment.  The  following  executive  for  1901 
was  elected  :  President,  Mr.  C.  Harrison  ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  Geo.  Oliver;  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Johnson;  secretary, 
Mr.W.  Johnson ;  delegate,  Mr.  G.  Bell;  committee, Messrs. 
Booth,  Longman,  and  Bell.  The  annual  supper  will  tike 
place  on  Jan.  9,  1901,  and  the  first  meeting  will  be  a  week 
previously,  on  the  2nd  The  annual  business  meeting  of 
the  Ardwick  Angling  Society  was  held  on  the  19th,  and 
once  more  demonstrated  the  sound  position  of  this  society. 
Although  compiratively  a  new  society  they  are  d^ing 
good  work,  and  intend  a  mora  extended  sphere  of  useful- 
ness in  the  coming  year.  The  following  new  executive 
was  elected  for  1901.  President,  Mr.  Lattimer;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  0.  Wells;  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Mitchell; 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  J.  Smith ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Amos 
Turner  j  secretary,  Mr.  H.  Barlow ;  committee,  Messrs. 
G.  Graham,  J.  Allan,  T.  Swain,  Bryant,  and  R.  Smith. 
All  the  old  members  are  remaining  in  the  club,  and 
several  new  ones  joining.  The  anniversary  of  the  George 
Angling  Society,  Miles  Flatting,  was  held  on  the  21st,  and 
is  described  as  a  most  enjoyable  event,  in  fact  their 
events  always  are.  Daring  the  evening  Mr.  Alf  Charles- 
worth,  the  popular  treasurer,  was  presented  with  a 
beautifully  illuminated  address  in  recognition  of  past 
services,  and  of  general  respect.  The  turn  out  of 
rods  from  this  city  during  the  late  holidays  has  been 
much  smaller  than  vsnal,  and  although  many  are 
reserving  themselves  for  next  week,  no  amount  of 
enthusiasm  is  in  evidence.  One  good  soul,  sufferiag  from 
want  of  occupation  jast  now,  declared  in  a  heartfelt 
manner  the  other  day  that  if  he  could  only  get  hold  of 
Aladdin's  lamp  for  a  few  days  he  would  make  this  city 
happier  than  it  ever  was  at  Christmas.  Truly  the  wish 
from  an  angler's  heart,  and  sincere.  For  the  New  Year 
we  in  this  city  wish  the  Fishing  Gazette  every  prosperity 
and  "  life  for  evermore."  The  Christmas  number  is 
certainly  one  of  the  best  annuals  published,  and  certainly 
the  best  F.  0.  annual  so  far.  Several  important  general 
and  annual  meetings  are  noted  for  the  firtt  week  in  1901. 
Foremost  amongst  these  are  the  Kingfishers,  Salford, 
George,  Miles  Platting,  and  that  of  the  C  P.A.A.  Nothing 
has  come  to  hand  of  the  casting  competition  usually  held 
during  the  holidays. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Christmas  holiday  anglers  were  much  disappointed  as 
regards  the  condition  of  the  Trent  and  the  state  of  the 
weather.  On  Monday  some  of  the  bickwaters  were 
coated  with  ice,  thus  rendering  pike  fishing  ont  of  the 
question  ;  and  on  Tuesday  a  furious  gale  raged.  Boxing 
Day  was  fine,  but  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  a  high  wind 
few  fish  were  caught.  Personally,  I  had  spent  my 
holidays  in  Lincolnshire,  and  was  beaten,  from  a  fishing 
point  of  view,  by  the  gale  and  the  frost  of  Sunday  night. 
In  the  closing  days  of  last  week  the  river  rose  four  or  five 
feet,  and  prospects  were  dismal  to  a  degree.  Some  few 
lots  of  roach  were  creeled  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob 
worm  and  the  cockspur  at  Barton,  Sawley,  Shardlow,  and 
King's  Mills. 

WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Little  has  been  done  in  angling  this  week,  the  water 
being  high  and  a  stiff  wind  blowing,  and  on  two  days  some 
amount  of  fog.  Again,  people  have  been  busy  preparing 
for  Christmas,  and  anglers  hoping  for  a  change  in  the 
weather  and  in  the  condition  of  the  rivers,  but  their  hopes 
have  not  been  realised,  and  they  will  have  to  seek  amuse- 
ment from  other  sources,  for  they  won't  get  any  by  the 
side  of  the  rivers.  The  Good  Intent  Angling  Club  had 
their  annual  meeting  and  prize  distribution  at  their  head- 
quarters, the  Gloucester  Arms,  Copenhagen-street,  on 
Monday  evening.  There  was  a  full  attendance  of  members. 
Mr.  Gillham  occupied  the  chair  and  presented  the  prizes. 
There  were  three  competitions  during  the  season,  all  of 
which  were  well  contested,  and  all  the  prizes  won.  The 
first  was  held  at  Pershore.  ,  Mr.  H,  Tyler  won  the 
1st  prize  ;  2od,  J.  Siers ;  3rd,  J.  Minton  ;  4th,  W.  Blissett. 
The  second  contest,  at  Kempsey  :  Ist,  J.  Siers  ;  2nd,  J. 
Minton;  8rd,  W.  Bliesett ;  4th,  J.  Nind.  The  third 
contest,  at  Severn  Stoke  :  1st,  H.  Hodges;  2nd.  E.  Cot- 
terell ;  3rd,  J.  Freeman  ;  4th,  J.  Minton  ;  5th,  J.  Nind ; 
6th,  J.  Siers;  7th,  J.  Pool.  The  champion  vase  and  cash 
for  heaviest  aggregate  take  of  fish  daring  the  season  being 
won  by  Mr.  H.  Tyler.  During  the  evening  the  usual 
toasts  were  given  and  duly  honoured.  The  balance-sheet 
showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  sound  condition,  with  a  balance 
on  the  right  side,  and  several  prizes  were  promised,  to  be 
competed  for  in  the  coming  season.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Worcester  and  Dirtriot  Angling  Association  took 
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place  at  the  Bull's  Head  Hotel,  High-street,  the  president 
(Mr.  L  F.  Higgs)  presiding,  delegates  from  most  of  the 
affiliated  clubs  being'present.  The  chairman  briefly  referred 
to  the  business  of  the  evening,  and  called  upon  the  secretary 
(Mr.  Wingfield)  to  give  his  report.  In  giving  which  he  stated 
that  the  precarious  weather  in  the  spring,  the  exceeding 
low  state  of  the  rivers  during  the  summer,  and  the  wretched 
weather  and  flosds  in  the  autumn,  had  made  1900  one  of 
the  worst  seasons  on  record  both  for  game  and  coarse  fish. 
In  referring  to  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  he  said  he  was 
sure  they  were  all  sorry  the  board  had  failed  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  the  new  regulations  for  coarse  fish 
anglers,  the  result  of  which  was  the  anglers  had  refused  to 
take  out  fishing  tickets  from  the  board,  which  had  caused 
a  great  decrease  in  its  funds,  while  the  Severn  as  a  fishing 
river  was  getting  worse  year  by  year.  The  action  of  the 
board  had  driven  the  association  to  take  means  to  protect 
the  interests  of  its  members,  which  they  much  regretted 
having  to  do.  The  riparian  owners  in  the  best  portion  of 
the  river  had  favoured  the  interest  of  the  coarse  fish 
angler,  and  had  refused  to  let  their  fishing  rights  to  the 
board,  for  which  the  anglers  as  a  body  were  very 
grateful.  Daring  the  evening  the  meeting  would 
discuss  the  advisability  of  renting  all  the  water  they 
could  acquire,  which  would  give  them  the  right  of  pro- 
tecting the  water  they  rented.  He  was  sure  they  would 
all  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  great  inter-club  contest 
had  passed  off  so  successfully,  and  that  there  was  a  balance 
left  towards  another  in  the  coming  year.  The  balance- 
sheet  would  show  that  the  a.sscciation  was  in  a  far  better 
position  than  last  year,  although  they  had  had  some  heavy 
additional  expenses.  The  balance-sheet  was  reid  and 
passed,  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Bridges  and  Hartland, 
testifying  to  the  accuracy  of  the  same.  The  election  of 
officers  then  took  place.  The  president,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higtrs, 
was  unanimously  re-elected  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  W. 
Hartland,  who  spoke  of  the  time  and  ability  Mr.  Higgs 
had  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  association.  This  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  E.  Cotterell,  and  supported  by  others. 
The  vice-president  (Mr.  A.  Glover),  the  secretary  (Mr.  E. 
Wingfield),  and  the  treasurer  (Blr.  T.  Proaser)  were  also 
unanimously  re-elected,  a  large  amount  of  praise  being 
accorded  to  each ;  and  also  to  Messrs.  Bridges  and  Hart- 
land,_  the  auditors,  who  were  again  appointed.  The 
meeting  was  adjourned  until  the  first  week  in  the  New 
Year  for  the  revision  of  the  rules  and  other  business.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  oldest  Yorkshiremen  have  lately  been  set  a-thinking 
whether  they  could  recollect  so  remarkable  a  December  as 
that  which  is  just  olosiog,  and  many,  it  is  said,  have  been 
unable  to  recall  such  a  season,  all  things  considered.  Day 
after  day,  week  after  week,  mild  and  genial  weather  has 
prevailed,  with  southerly  to  westerly  winds,  rising  betimes 
to  gales,  and  falling  soft  and  low.  In  the  midday  hours 
the  sun  has  shone  brightly,  and  the  general  conditions  been 
remindful  of  the  parting  way  between  spring  and 
summer,  or  of  early  autumn.  The  dull  and  dreary 
picture  of  December  presented  in  poetry  and  prose 
has  been  reversed,  and  one  has  read  of  verdant 
slopes,  of  gardens  blossoming  and  blooming,  and  of  birds 
warbling  at  eve.  The  invasion  of  winter  on  this  tranquil 
scene  was  of  the  most  passive  kind,  so  that  people  who 
ventured  to  hope  that  an  old-time  Christmas  would  be 
experienced  were  quickly  undeceived.  Anglers,  of  course, 
were  delighted  at  the  recurrence  for  a  few  nights  of 
nipping  frosts,  but  their  brightest  anticipations  have  been 
but  very  imperfectly  realised.  Visits  to  favourite  fishing 
haunts  under  conditions  such  as  have  just  been  referred  to 
were  delightful  in  all  respects  save  that  of  actual  results 
of  the  sport.  The  waters  had  for  the  most  part 
run  into  nice  trim  by  the  close  of  last  week,  and 
the  prospects  for  the  holidays  seemed  somewhat 
promising.  It  is  too  early  at  the  time  of  writing  to 
indicate  the  measure  of  success  which  has  rewarded 
rodsmen  with  either  fly  or  worm.  Whatever  may 
be  the  luck  of  Waltonians  in  course  of  the  present  holiday, 
fly  fishing  during  part  of  last  week  was  in  many  quarters 
rendered  impossible  by  the  fierce  winds,  which  tried  the 
patience  of  the  hardiest  pike  fishers.  An  glers  for  grayling, 
both  with  fly  and  worm,  had  here  and  there  satisfactory 
pastime  up  to  Dec.  20.  Baskets  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
were  made  in  the  Derwent  above  Malton,  and  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river,  at  Kirkham  and  Huttons  Am  bo,  local 
anglers  have  been  busy  among  the  roach,  some  of  which 
weighed  up  to  l§lb.  each.  Amongst  the  most  successful 
York  rodsmen  were  Messrs.  J.  Gibson,  W.  Henderson,  A. 
Wyrill,  W.  Lawton,  and  T.  Wilson,  who  caught  roach 
and  pike  at  Stamford  Bridge.  The  Derwent  pike  appear 
to  be  generally  very  small.  Fishing  for  roach  and  dao?  in 
the  Oase  below  York  is  not  altogether  unsuccessful. 
There  is  still  talk  about  the  undue  use  of  the  net  in  the 
Ouse,  and  it  is  said  that  heavy  hauls  of  fish  continue  to  be 
made  in  the  night. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  speoially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

22,759.  Mr.  Alfred  Wilkes,  77,  Colmore-row,  Birming- 
ham, "  Improvements  in  and  relating  to  the 
ends  of  fishing  rods." 

1,743.  Fishing.  Patentees :  Mr.  L.  W.  Scotford, 
PitviUe  Gates,  Cheltenham;  and  Mr.  A. 
Cruickshanks,  Kilrnnan  Castle,  Keadue, 
Carrick-on-Sbannon.  Reels  and  winches  for 
rods ;  springs  are  threaded  upon  the  spindle 
so  that,  by  screwing  up  the  nnt,  braking  may 
be  efftcted 


—Ij — ^  


IWe  do  not  hold  ou/rseVves  responsible  for  th«  opinifyng 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THINGS  BELATED. 
SiB, — I  have  been  getting  married  and  doing  all  sorts  of 
foolish  things  lately,  so  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  I.  should  have  also  given  way,  as  your  correspondent 
^' Glenhest "  points  out  I  have  done,  to  the  fascination 
of  "starting  hares,"  or  rather  indeed  mere  "leverets." 
Still,  I  didn't  mean  it,  but  in  any  case  I  hope  I  have  done 
no  barm.  It  was  all  a  mere  question  of  a  Gaelic  or  Irish 
word,  "  caillech  "  (the  stone  loach),  done  into  English, 
and,  to  show  my  smartness  as  well  as  another,  I  ventured 
to  remark  that  for  a  sufiicient  and  sensible  practical  way 
to  do  it,  nothing  beats  slowly  and  accurately  pronouncing 
the  word  in  the  hearing  of  the  man  in  the  street  (English), 
and  getting  him  there  and  then  to  spell  it  according  to  his 
lights.  Believing,  as  I  most  implicitly  do,  that  this  newly- 
discovered  infallible  referee  would  give  k,  o,  1,  y,  a  (with 
the  accent  on  the  first),  possibly  doubling  the  1,  as  is 
agreeable  to  the  genius  of  E  aglish  orthography,  as  the 
spelling,  I  gave  the  correct  spelling  as  kolya,  and  for  the 
life  of  me  I  cannot  see  where  the  hare  or  leveret  comes  in. 
Anyway,  I  am  prepared  to  eat  that  same  hare,  uncooked 
and  unskinned,  if  any  man  in  the  street  in  these  islands 
can  be  found  to  say  c,  o,  1,  1,  o,  c,  h  spells  the  word.  No ; 
1,  o,  c,  h  spells  "lock  "  in  English,  or  else  "  losh,"  and 
neither  of  these  is  what  we  want,  nor  can  any  selection  of 
English  letters  give  us  eractly  the  final  syllable  of  the 
word.  It  is  simply  unspellable  in  English.  It  is  all  very 
well  for  a  few  of  us  to  agree  to  make  "  loch  "  express 
for  us  that  rich,  throat-tilling  guttural  that  termi- 
nates the  word,  but  then  we  just  might  as  well, 
and  scientifically,  make  "  x  y  "  do  it.  In  fact, 
"  Glenhest "  lays  down  the  soundest  of  rules  for  the  thing, 
only  he  goes  on  to  tack  something  to  it  which  knocks  the 
sense  clean  out  of  it.  "  The  correct  rendering  of  Gaelic 
into  English  is  that  which  best  represents  the  pronuncia- 
tion." Just  80 ;  nothing  could  be  better.  Then,  like  the 
cow  that  fills  the  pail  and  immediately  kicks  it  over,  he 
adds  :  "  Taking  into  account  the  idiosyncrasies  of  modern 
Celtic  orthography."  What  has  the  peculiarities  of  Celtic 
or  Choctaw  or  Chinese  orthography  got  to  do  with  the 
rendering  of  a  sound  in  Latin  characters  ?  I  am  also 
charged  with  jumping  to  conclusions,  of  having  said  that 
"  G."  has  only  "recently  discovered  this  little  fish." 
Well,  my  impression  was  that  he  had  said  so  himself,  but 
I  express  my  regret ;  or  I  may  have  meant  to  convey  only 
recently  discovered  the  fish's  merits  as  a  bait.  Again,  it 
appears  that  someone  says  "the  colloch  is  the  most 
common  natural  bait  in  everyday  use  in  Ireland,"  and  to 
this  "  G."  takes  exception,  for,  indeed,  he  has  been  struck 
by  its  undeserved  neglect.  Oh  infirmity  of  vocabulary, 
what  crimes  are  committed  in  thy  name  !  I  knew  a  man 
knock  down  another  for  saying  America  was  a  cold 
country,  and,  of  course,  in  a  way  it  served  him  right,  only 
the  knocker-down  should  also  have  been  floored  himself. 
The  one  had  never  been  out  of  North  Labrador  nor  the 
other  a  stone's  throw  from  Panama,  and  both  idiots  took 
Americi  for  a  constant  logical  factor.  Now,  what  does 
''  G."  mean  by  "  Ireland  "  ?  and  what  does  the  writer  he 
criticises  mean  ?  Surely  Castleconnell  is  Ireland,  and 
there,  in  spring,  the  colloch  is  the  lord  and  master  and 
tyrant  of  the  fishing  situation;  while,  again,  there  are 
square  miles  of  Irish  fishing  water  where  the  colloch 
as  a  bait  is  unknown,  and  possibly  always  will  be  so. 
Another  hare  !  "  Do  Irish  pike  feed  in  winter  ? " 
This  is  "  G.'s"  own  animal,  for  surely  no  one  has  ever 
asked  the  question  before.  But  even  I,  my  humble 
self,  asked  ;  "  Do  pike  take  a  bait  in  winter  ?  "  A  totally 
different  thing,  my  dear  "  G.,"  as  thou  thyself  surely  very 
well  knowest.  Who,  save  an  academic  ichthyologist,  cares 
a  button  when  or  how  or  why  they  feed  if  they  do  not 
"take"  at  the  same  time?  They  may  feed  and  be  in 
grand  condition  in  winter,  but 

"  If  they  will  not  bite  for  me. 
What  care  I  how  fat  they  be  ?  " 

So  much  for  the  theory  of  irregular  verbs. 

Do  eels  travel  over  the  fields  at  night  ?  Here  is  another 
hare  for  us  !  Well,  sir,  they  do,  and  also  by  day.  I've 
seen  them  at  it.  And  what's  more,  I  am  quite  happy  to 
point  out  to  any  reader  of  those  simple  lines  how  he  can 
see  for  himself  Mr.  Eel  doing  it.  First  catch  your  eel,  a 
large,  lively  eel  for  choice,  and  hurt  him  not  in  any  way  in 
the  catching.  At  once  transfer  him  into  a  barrel,  or  other 
sufficient  vessel  full  of  water,  and  then  pour  the  contents 
into  a  slight  depression  in  a  smooth  pasture  field  on  a  wet, 
a  very  wet  day  for  choice.  Now,  if  the  depression  be 
judiciously  selected,  as  I  wish,  the  water  will  at  once 
spread  so  much  that  the  eel  will  have  a  small  fraction  of 
an  inch  of  water  to  swim  in,  the  which  will  cause  him  to 
straggle  and  wriggle  so  violently  and  blindly,  that  presently 
he  will  slide  on  to  the  wet  margin  of  the  shsdlow  depression, 
and  so  travel  along  the  grass  for  some  not  icconsiderable 
distance.  But  the  water  yen  put  him  in  must  not  be  boil- 
irg  water,  or  else  someone  will  write  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  point  out  that  you  are  starting  hares. 
And  also  it  is  to  be  noted  that  eels  often  travel 
much  in  floods  of  themselves,  ard  when  banks  are 
temporarily  submerged  may  readily  be  found  swimming 
over  the  flooded  fields  near  a  river,  so  that  on  the  sub- 
sidence of  the  waters,  which  often  takes  place  very 
rapidly,  they  may  be  found  incontinently  imprisoned,  so 
to  speak,  in  a  splash  in  the  lower  parts  of  a  field  from  the 
other  and  higher  parts  of  which  the  water  has  already 
receded,  and  presently,  when  this  splash  itself  has 
sufficiently  reduced  in  volume  and  extent,  the  eels,  as  in 
oar  barrel  experiment,  will  soon  be  fonnd  wriggling  over 
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the  field,  going  theyii>Ovf  not  whither.  And  the  farther 
they  go  the  mere  e^lowly  wiU  they  move,  being  in  a  poeition 
painjnl  and  tmnatural,  so  that  any  parson  seeing  them  at 
snoh\a  time  m^ght  poBsibly  attribute  the  slowness  and 
apparent  deliberation  of  their  movements  to  the  free  and 
easy  habits  which  accompany  the  practices  of  a  lifetime 
instead  of  to  fatigue  and  exhaustion,  and  so  go  home  and 
write  a  letter  of  marvels  to  Mr.  Editor  of  the  F.  O,  And 
Bo  much  far  the  presence  of  the  eel  on  land. 

I  spent  last  July  on  the  Annan  and  upper  waters  of  the 
Tweed  and  Clyde,  and  behold  it  was  a  weariness  of  the 
flesh.  I  got  two  small  trout,  and  by  doing  so  held  my 
own  amongst  my  fellow  sufferers.  Fish  were  to  be  got,  I 
don  t  deny  it ;  but  I  knew  nothing  of  the  conditions  before 
1  sought  the  Borders,  and  refused  to  comply  with  them 
when  I  learned  what  they  were.  The  fly,  by  day,  was  vanity 
and  labour  in  vam,  my  two  trout  notwithstanding  •  but  in 
a  spate  the  bait  would  kill.  But  I  would  not  use  bait,  and 
besides,  there  was  no  spate.  The  night  fishing  ia  the 
thing,  but  it  required  wading  and  knowledge  of  ticklish 
water,  and  I  left  it  severely  alone.  Besides,  I  did  not  see 
my  way  to  buy  salmon  roe  (!)  at  lOs.  a  lb.  I  don't  know 
how  to  use  it,  to  say  nothing  of  the  moral  factor  involved. 
The  fly,  however,  does  very  well  at  night  sometimes,  but 
then  wadiQg  a  river  from  10  p.m.  till  daybreak  does  not 
seem  to  do  very  well  with  honeymooning.  Anyway,  my 
Clyde-Tweed-Annan  fishing  was  an  out-and-out  miserable 
failure,  and  m  my  present  frame  of  mind  I  would  not  give 
a  rush  for  these  classic  streams  and  their  fishing  A 
plague  on  night  fishing  say  I.— Yours  truly,  Mona 


It  is  too  late  when  the  river  is  small,  a  ease  of  "out  of 
the  frjing  pan  into  the  fire." 

With  regard  to  the  Saugh  Pot  especially,  my  contention 
seems  to  be  uncontrovertable  from  the  fact  that  the 
Mugiemoss  Dyke  is  almost  impassable  to  the  fish,  even  at 
the  most  favourable  size  of  the  water,  especially  on  their 
nrst  attempts.  I  have  seen  them  practising  at  that  dyke 
day  after  day  until  they  grew  athletic,  and  finally  some 
did  get  over.  ' 
,  The  expense  of  this  systematic  netting  while  the  river  is 
m  running  order  should  be  borne  by  the  miUowners,  who 
reap  a  rich  benefit  from  the  obstruction.— Yours,  &o., 
  Andrew  Murray. 


"VIBRATION"  RODS. 

Dear  Sir,— The  real  eubiect  at  issue  is  whether  any 
new  scientific  principle  is  applied  by  Mr.  Grant  in  the 
manufacture  of  these  rods. 

This  gentleman  asserts  that  patent  rights  exist,  and 
that  therefore  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  go  into  the  details  of 
manufacture;  but  the  specification  of  the  patent  is  bound 
to  disclose  the  exact  and  precise  method  of  the  application 
of  the  principle  claimed.  I  cannot  trace  that  any  such 
patent  has  been  granted  to  Mr.  A.  Grant,  and  will  there 
fore  ask  him  to  quote  the  number  and  date  of  it. 

The  intention  in  taking  out  a  patent  ia  to  disclose,  and 
not  to  conceal, 

I  observe  that  Mr.  Grant  bases  his  claim  to  superiority 
on  the  statement  that  no  other  rod  will  transmit  in 
continuity  the  motion  given  by  the  angler  from  the  grip 
of  the  rod  to  the  point,  and  that  no  other  rod  obeys 
the  most  delicate  or  most  powerful  movement  of  the 
manipulator. 

This  appears  to  be  an  utterly  childish  statement,  for  any 
rod  ever  made,  or  even  any  piece  of  rigid  stick,  will  move 
from  end  to  end  precisely  as  it  is  manipulated. 

And  yet,  so  far,  this  is  the  only  kind  of  information 
which  has  been  vouchsafed  to  us.— Yours  faithfully 

  W.  M.  N. 

DRESSINGS  OP  THE  GRIZZLY  KING  AND 
ROYAL  COACHMAN. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  Rosicruoian  "  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Oazette,  the  dressing  of  Grizzly  King  is  teal  wing, 
green  silk  body  ribbed  with  gold,  gray  hackle,  red  ibis 
tail.  Royal  Coachman:  White  wing,  red  hackle,  red 
floss  eilk  and  peacock  herl  .body  in  four  equal  and  alternate 
sections,  gold  tag,  tail,  two  strips  of  bared  summer  duck. 
I  dress  these  patterns  for  my  American  customers,  and 
shall  be  pleased  to  send  samples  to  "  Eosicrncian  "  if 
desired.— Yours  faithfully,  W.  J.  Cummins. 

Bishop  Auckland. 

TRANSPLANTING  FISH  IN  THE  DON. 
Sir, — I  have  noticed  this  correspondence  going  on, 
and,  although  I  have  no  desire  to  be  the  medium  of 
settliDg  disputed  points  in  the  apparent  controversy,  or, 
indeed,  of  taking  any  side,  still,  my  long  experience  i a 
connection  with  the  attempts  made  to  undo  the  mischief 
caused  by  the  Mugiemoss  Dyke  leads  me  to  put  in  my 
word. 

I  was  present  and  helped  to  carry  the  salmon  over  this 
dyke  the  first  time  it  was  ever  tried  and  often  since.  The 
fish  were  netted  from  the  Saugh  Pool,  and  carried  over 
the  dyke  into  the  pool  immediately  above  when  the  river 
was  low.  There  was  much  rough  usage,  but  no  immediate 
deaths,  that  I  saw,  among  the  hundreds  of  fish  so  dealt 
with.  I  naturally  thought  that  I  should  enjoy  unpre- 
cedented sport  in  the  pool  above  until  the  river  rose  and 
carried  them  up,  but,  though  I  fished  that  particular  pool 
(and  they  could  not  get  out  of  it)  for  a  week  following,  I 
never  so  much  as  got  a  rise,  and  hardly  saw  a  fin.  I  con- 
cluded, therefore,  that  the  fish  had  been  so  injured  or 
sickened  by  the  rough  treatment  they  had  received  that 
they  were  utterly  unfit  for  moving  about,  still  less 
feeding. 

Of  course,  the  more  recent  plan  of  carrying  tbem  a  mile 
or  so  up  the  river  crammed  in  tanks  would  injure  them  so 
much  the  more,  and  lessen  their  chance  of  recovery. 

I  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  what  James  A.  Horton 
says  he  saw  with  his  own  eyes  when  on  the  spot,  seeing 
that  1  know  him  by  reputation  to  bo  a  most  reliable 
witness,  whose  statements  are  entitled  to  weight,  there- 
fore I  may  well  conclude  that  the  increased  distance  of 
land  transport,  coupled  with  the  rough  treatment  said  to 
have  been  meted  out  to  the  fish,  could  only  lead  to  a 
tremendous  increase  in  their  mortality. 

For  years  a"nd  years  past  I  have  protested  against  this 
system  of  netting  and  transporting  the  fieh  during  low 
water  from  one  pool  tolanother.  My  contention  is  that  these 
pools— notably  the  Saugh  Pot— should  be  kept  closed  to 
the  angler  as  a  sanctuary  for  the  fish,  and  when  a  flood 
comes  that  they  be  systematically  netted  out  of  it  so  long 
as  the  river  is  in  running  order,  and  the  fish  put  over  the 
dyke  as  they  are  caught,  to  continue  their  upward  course. 


ARB  ANGLERS  BORN  OR  MADE  ? 
Dear  Sir,— Walton,  in  hU  address  to  "  the  honest 
angler,    makes  use  of  the  following:   "And  of  these 
because  as  no  man  is  born  an  artist,  so  no  man  is  born  an 
!1,  •        ^®  "^^^  ■  own  experience,  small  and 

short  though  it  has  been,  tells  me  otherwise. 

Several  of  my  fi  lends  have  I  tried  to  convert  into 
anglers,  and  I  was  about  to  say,  failed  ignominiously,  but 
that  would  hardly  be  correct,  for  to  a  certain  extent  I 
imparted  sufcoient  of  the  piscatorial  energy  into  oneparticu- 
lar  individual  to  enable  him  to  at  least  make  a  fair  hand  for 
a  time  among  the  roach.  Then  he  essayed  his  skill  among 
the  trout,  and  here,  but  alas  !  a  succession  of  failures  and 
disappointments  stayed  bis  enthusiasm,  and  now  his 
angling  experiences  are  almost  a  thing  of  the  past,  for  his 
defeats  by  the  trout  evidently  eclipsed  his  former 
victories  over  what  Walton  termed  "the  fresh- water  sheep  " 
a  remark  with  which  I  cmnot  at  the  present  moment 
bring  myself  to  concur.  This,  however,  by  the  way.  It 
would  be  and  is  too,  a  fallacy  to  say  that  anglers  are  not 
born.  Ot  course  they  are  to  very  many  people  such  poor 
simple  creatures  scarcely  worthy  of  notice,  "  the  fool  at 
the  one  end  and  the  worm  at  the  other  !  " 

My  own  first  remembrances  of  angiing  lie  far  away  in 
the  past— the  remote  past,  when  I  saw  the  glorious  golden 
uncertainties  of  the  future  spread  out  bffore  me  in  an 
apparently  unbroken  line,  the  end  of  which  was  not 
diecernable.  What  glorious  joys  were  to  come  in  those 
days  ?  And  now— very  different  does  it  all  seem.  In  those 
days  I  resided  for  a  brief  period  of  my  existence  in  the 
country,  and  my  father,  when  he  was  there,  occisionally 
tried  for  the  much-abused  fresh-water  sheep.  Perch  there 
were  also,  and  pike,  but  of  the  first  and  last  I  cannot 
recollect ;  yet  I  have  a  misty  idea  that  perch  formed  the 
staple  diet  of  my  breakfast— on  one  moruiog,  at  all  events 
Well  I  remember  the  catching  of  those  fish  !  My  mind  did 
not  worry  over  the  species.  Fish  were  there— so  near  and 
yet  so  far— for  as  yet  I  was  not  permitted  to  hold  or  use  a 
"^fiu  "  v'-  angling  instinct  was  strong,  even  then, 
although  it  did  not  find  scope  for  its  expansion  until  later 
years. 

But  what  dogged  perseverance  is  necessary  to  thoroughly 
master— or  to  master  to  some  extent,  if  not  thoroughly— 
the  difficulties  and  tiials  of  an  angler's  lot ;  for  no  one  will 
say  he  is  without  such,  and  that  is  where  the  made  angler 
falls  out.  The  ultimate  triumphs  seem  too  uncertain 
and  far  off  to  him_,  so  he  abandons  the  pleaeant  occupation 
—the  contemplative  man's  recreation— as  being  too  slow 
and  too  difiicult. 

•2.°^/;'^"'*  expect  in  these  days  to  fill  one's  basket 
with  fish  wnerever  one  may  go.  Even  in  well-stccked 
waters  the  fish  seem  very  wide-awake,  and  the  novice  has 
need  of  all  his  pluck  and  perseverance,  coupled  with 
the  utmost^  staying  power  possible,  to  bring  his  energies 
into  play  in  order  to  circumvent  the  finny  tiibe  of  the 
present  generation.  Fishing  nowadays  is  no  fool's  game— 
the  times  have  changed.  Whether  a  man  be  a  game  or  a 
coarse  fish  angler  he  need  not  be  laughed  at,  for  all  the 
knowledge  of  the  unobservant  (piscatorially  unobservant) 
onlooker  would  not  avail  him  in  the  slightest  were  he  to 
undertake  a  match  with  a  master  of  the  oraft. 

The  angling  spirit  slumbered  in  me  for  years,  until  the 
opportunity  presented  itself  for  its  enlargement.  Many 
times  my  creel  returned  home  empty.  I  was  taunted  with 
no  fish  "  until  I  almost  gave  up  in  deepair.  Ultimately 
a  moderate  measure  of  success  crowned  my  efforts.  Results 
were_  meagre  at  first,  increasing  gradually;  then  came 
the  time  when  I  could  feel  satisfied  with  my  catches.  Of 
course  even  the  practised  angler  cannot  do  well  every 
tinie— that  would  be  impossible,  and,  what  is  more, 
undesirable,  for  then  one  would  go,  as  it  were,  by  the  rule 
of  thumb,  and  the  knowledge  of  the  certainty  of  the 
basket  would  become  as  monotonous  as  going  to  business 
every  day.  How  often,  when  days  seem  propitious  and 
all  things  smile  on  the  fisherman  as  he  sallies  forth  with 
light  heart  to  return  in  the  evening  with  a  still  lighter 
creel ;  how  often  do  the  fish  turn  out  to  be  in  an 
exasperating  humour,  and  all  the  tempting  wiles  and 
devices  of  the  angler  prove  of  no  avail,  and  send  him 
home  vowing  to  be  even  with  them  yet  ?  So  he  is,  in 
spirit ;  and  so  he  is  at  a  later  date  when  a  well  filled  creel 
sends  him  home  njoicing.  How  often  are  positions 
reversed  m  an  angler's  life  ? 

My  own  thoughts,  when  penning  the  last  few  lines,  have 
been  of  the  trout  fisher  alone ;  yet  how  very  well  does  any 
and  every  angler  know  when,  where,  and  how  they  would 
apply. 

A  last  word  to  the  beginner.  Never  despair !  Rest 
assured  that,  in  the  present  generation,  fishing  is  more  and 
more  m  vogue  than  ever,  and  careful  observation  and 
obstinate  determination  are  an  absolute  necessity  to  ensure 
success,  which  no  ore  who  is  a  born  angler  stops  till  he 
comes  to,  then— 

"  The  day,  the  only  day  returns — 
The  true  '  redde '  letter  day  returns  ;  " 

and  may  it  return  often.— Yours  faithfully, 

Ernest  Webster. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  CHEESE  PASTE 
Dear  Sir  -One  way  to  make  the  above  paste  is  as 
follows  :  Take  two  or  three  slices  of  the  crumb  of  the  best 
household  white  bread,  about  an  inch  in  thickness.  Dip 
them  into  water  for  two  or  three  seconds  (in  a  clean  linen 
cloth),  then  squeeze  out  the  water  and  knead  until  it  is 
quite  soft— softer  than  one  would  make  it  for  roach 
hshmg-then  add  any  soft,  rotten  old  Cheddar,  Cheshire, 
or  foreign  cheese,  about  2oz.  of  chseee  to  3oz.  of  bread 
Ihe  great  secret  is  to  work  or  knead  the  cheese  well  ud 
before  adding  the  bread  paste.  If  it  be  too  hard  it 
requires  a  sight  o'  working,"  and  if  made  up  too  stiffly 
It  hardens  m  the  water.  Use  either  a  tiiangle  or  No  6 
single  hook,  and  well  cover  'em.  A  small  hole  or  eddy 
may  be  baited  with  about  6jz  ,  and  allow  twenty  hours 
before  fishing —Yours  truly,  Welsh  Rarbit. 

CHEESE  FOR  BARBEL,  EELS,  AND  ELVERS 
Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  above  query,  I  may  say  that 
cheese  is  one  of  the  bast  summer  baits  for  Thames  barbel 
chub,  and  big  roach,  especially  if  used  in  the  vicinity  of 
houseboats  and  boat  rafts  during  the  warm  summer  even- 
ings. The  cheese  should  be  made  into  paste.  Take  a 
piece  of  ripe  Gorgon  zola,  the  stronger  the  better,  and  work 
It  up  with  the  flat  Bide  of  a  table-knife.  A  little  fresh  butter 
should  be  added  if  it  is  too  stiff.  I  find  a  light  ledger  with 
a  medium-sized  triangle  hook  the  best  tackle  for  this  bait. 
Mr.  Gosling  does  not  say  he  caught  any  of  the  barbel  with 
other  bait,  so  I  conclude  they  were  off  feed,  in  which  case 
they  will  refuse  the  most  tempting  lure 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  about 
eels.  Like  many  of  your  readers,  I  am  intereated  in  the 
natural  history  of  these  toothsome  morsels.  For  twenty 
years  I  have  spent  my  week-end  nights  and  holiday  nights 
by  river,  canal,  or  lake,  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
mr nths,  but  I  have  never  seen  an  eel  on  land  in  the  true 
meaning  of  the  term.  I  quite  believe  that  eels  will  travel 
from  pool  to  pool  when  the  shallows  are  almost  dry,  which 
IS  the  case  referred  to  by  "  Trent  Veteran,"  and  quoted 
by  your  correspondent  "  U.  0.,"  who  also  quotes,  "Eels 
always  get  in  the  mud  in  winter,"  and  asks,  "  Do  they  ?  " 
So  far  as  still  waters  are  corcerned,  a  few  hours  with  an 
eel  speax  would  convince  "  U.  0.  "  that  tbey  were  in  the 
mud.  It  IS  a  well  known  fact  that  many  supposed  barren 
eels  remain  in  the  rivers  all  the  year  round,  but  whether 
they  mud  up  or  not  I  cannot  say,  as  spearing  is  prohibited 
on  most  rivers. 

I  understand  that  the  Dutch  eel  boats  cannot  get  their 
cargoes  through  the  Barking  sewage  belt  alive.  Whether 
this  is  the  case  or  not,  Thames  elvers  have  got  through  all 
right  for  several  seasons  past.  As  late  as  last  September 
the  apron  of  Molesey  Weir  was  covered  with  thousands  of 
elvers  about  the  size  of  a  slite  pencil.  I  was  fishing  near, 
and  sport  being  slack,  I  took  my  lantern  and  strolled  over 
the  look.  It  was  about  midnight  when  I  got  down  on  the 
apron.  I  could  scarcely  believe  my  own  eyes.  Hundreds 
were  on  the  almost  dry  concrete,  wriggling  their  way  up 
to  the  water  above.  I  do  not  believe  this  batch  of  elvers 
will  return  to  the  sea  this  year. 

That  eels  breed  both  in  salt  and  fresh  water  is  an  ad- 
mitted fact.  Such  being  the  case,  I  should  think  a  few 
speoiK3DS  speared  each  month  from  Jaiuary  until  April 
would  surely  solve  the  fresh-water  eel  problem.  Perhaps 
Mr.  A.  Newham,  keeper  of  Wimbledon  Lake,  could  ae8is^ 

I  should  think  "  Keeldar "  had  an  object  leeson  on 
squirming  while  slowly  sawing  through  an  eel's  bickbone 
with  a  knife.— Yours  &o.,  W.  H.  Brook 

[The  statement  about  the  elvers  is  most  interesting; 
we  have  asked  Mr.  Brook  for  further  particulars.- Ed.] 

CADDIS  AND  SEDGE  FLIES. 
Dear  Sib,— I  have  read  with  pleasure  and  profit  your 
interesting  article  in  last  week's  Qazette  on  caddis  and 
sedge  flies. 

Fig.  0  is  the  most  common  foim  in  this  locality,  though 
H,  J,  and  M  are  fairly  plentiful.  In  Fig.  E  ia  the  grub 
not  too  hairy  ?  As  far  as  I  remember  the  legs  seem  quite 
smooth  to  the  naked  eye.  I  am  afraid  Piotet's  "tip  "  of 
gentle  pressure  at  the  tail-end  would  not  be  much  good. 
To  come  out  of  its  case  the  caddis  must  stretch  forth  its 
legs,  lay  hold  of  something,  and  drag  itself  out.  Would 
it  not  be  too  laughable  to  watch  the  poor  angler  place  the 
caddis  on  his  sleeve,  apply  gentle  pressure,  and  wait 
patiently  till  it  sees  fit  to  climb  up  his  coat  ? 

In  connection  with  the  recent  correspondence  re  the 
loaoh,  it  might  interest  your  readers  to  know  that  this  fish 
goes  by  the  name  "  grunt "  in  parts  of  the  North  of 
Ireland. — Yours  faithfully,  Wrentail. 

Ballymena. 

[Fig.  E  is  a  careful  copy  of  Piotet's  very  fine  illustration 
from  hfe.— Ed.]   

EELS  ON  LAND. 
Dear  Sib,— Respecting  the  controversy  on  this  point,  I 
recollect  about  fifty  years  Egj  living  in  a  small  house  in 
the  Plumstead  road,  about  100  yards  from  the  end  of  Ann- 
street. 

At  that  time  the  division  of  the  road  from  the  marshes 
was  a  bank  with  a  hedge  on  the  top,  and  a  few  yards  back 
was  a  small  pond  inside  a  plantation,  and  a  lot  of  ditches 
or  dykes  intersected  the  marshes  in  all  directions.  One 
evening  some  lads,  of  whom  I  was  one,  were  trying  to 
catch  small  roach  in  the  pond,  and  when  it  got  dusk  I 
perfectly  recollect  seeing  quite  a  number  of  eels  wriggling 
in  the  damp  grass  on  a  journey  from  the  pond  towards  the 
nearest  ditch. 

I  was  too  young  and  unsophisticated  then  to  know  any- 
thing about  the  D.  T.  variety  of  snakes,  nor  do  I  even  at 
the  present  time. 

The  circumstance  is  fixed  in  my  memory  as  well  as  if  it 
had  occurred  only  a  few  days  since. 

Wishing  you  a  prosperous  new  century,— Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Elsmore. 


ftiinng  Oazette,  December  29,  1900. 
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Beglstcred  tX  the  G.P.O.  as  a  Newspaper. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  29,  1900 


\  10/6,  iBclnding  postage  \  TWOPENCE 
(      in  Qraat  Britain.  ) 


AN  OLD  MAN'S  HOLIDAYS 


"  THE  AMATEUR  A«GLE8." 
Now  Ready. 


Dr.  J  IVI.  BARRIE  eajs:  '•  WHAT 
1  call  the  'ARCADIA'  in  'My  Lady 
Kiootine'  is  the  'CRAVEN'  Mixture,  and 
>o  other." 


41b.   Sample    Tin,    2/6,    Post  Free. 

J.  J.  CARRERAS, 

7,  Wardour  Street,  Leicester  Square, 

LONDON,  W. 
OR.  ANY  TOBA.CCONIST. 


THE  MOST  NUTRITIOUS. 

EPPS'S 

niATEFUL-GOMFORTING. 

COCOA 

BREAKFAST-SUPPER. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.  Ltd., 

FISHING   ROD   AND    TACKLE  MANITFACTUBERS, 
137,   ST.    JOHN   STREET  ROAD. 

Factory:  1,  3,  and  3,  ROSEBEEY  AVENUE.    Timber  Stores:  11,  MEELIN'S  PLACE, 

LONDON",  E.G. 
Agents  for  India:  "WALTBB  IiOCES  &  Co.,  Calcutta,  Lahore,  and  Simla. 

The  Best  Spinning  Bait  ever  Invented. 

THE  WAGTAIL. 

Perch  size,  1/9.         Pike  size,  2/6  and  3/6. 

Is  irre-istible  for  Perch  and  Pike.  During  the  time  the  Wagtail  has  been  before 
the  Angling  Public  it  has  gained  for  itself  a  reputation  secoid  to  none.  Reports 
reach  us  daily  of  its  extraordinary  attraction  for  all  classes  of  fish  susceptible  to  the 

Spinner. 

"  Colcb ester,  24th  Dec,  1900. 
"Dear  Sirs.— I  have  just  returned  from  a  splendid  daj's  pike  fishirg  with  one^of  your 
Wagtail  baits.   Kindly  seed  me  another  as  toe  n  as  possible, — Yours  truly,  „      «  „ 


C.  B.  Phiob.' 


IFOK.  I^iaiCiB  LIST  I=OST  IPI^EE. 


BUMSTED'S!^SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  TEE  QWEEN. 


Before  buying  your 

RODS,  LINES,  REELS. 
TACKLE,  &c., 


WRITE   TO  THE 


Sheffield  Sportsman's  Depot 


FOB  THEIR 


1900  PRICE  LIST. 
It  will  pay  you ! 


J.  E.  MILLER 

NORTHERN    ANGLERS'  DEPOT. 

19,  NEW  STATION  STREET,  LEEDS. 


ROD  REPAIRS. 

During  the  Winter  Months,  Repairs  of 
all  Descriptions  receive  our  most  careful 
attention. 

NOW  IS  THE  TIME  to  have  your  Rods 
overhauled,  the  Varnish  can  be  given  plenty 
of  time  to  dry. 

Reels  Repaired  like  New.  Waders  and 
Waterproof  Coats  properly  Tested  and 
Repaired. 

Brogues  Repaired  and  Resoled. 


GEORGE  WOOD  &  Co.. 

117,  Pinstone  Street, 
and  41,  Button  Lane, 

SHEFFIELD. 


Wholesale  and  Retail. 


COUGHS,  GOLDS,  ASTHMA, 
Bronchitis  &  Neuralgia. 

DR.  J.  COLLIS  BROWNE'S 

CHLORODYNE 

A  Few  Deses  Quite  Effectual. 

CAUTION.— The  •straordinary  medical  reports 
on  the  sfBcacy  of  Chlorodyne  render  it  of 
vital  importance  that  the  public  should  obtain  the 
genalne,  which  is  protected  by  Qovemment 
stamp,  bearing  the  words  "  Dr.  J.  Collis 
Bbownb's  Chlobodynb."  See  decision  of  Vice- 
Ch&ncellor  Sir  W.  Page- Wood,  the  Tima,  July  IS, 
1S64.  Numerous  teatimonials  from  eminent 
physicians  accompany  each  bottle. 

Sold  In  bottles.  Is  l^d.,  2b.  9d.,  and  4s.  8d  ,  by 
all  Chemists.   Sole  Manufacturer — 

J.  T.  DAVENPOBT,  33,  Gr.  BUSSKLL  Sr.,  W.O 

GRAYLING  FLIES. 

Double  Winged,  2/S  per  doi. 

OGDEN  SMITH. 

S,  "l^surtK.  Bide, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 

And  34,  St.  Joks's  HiQ,  Claplum  Janotum- 
LONDON",  S.W. 


THE    FISHING    OAZETTE,    ItECEMItKH    'iU.  lUOO. 


GlITTLEfCo, 

First  Class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 
PIKE  RODS,  REELS,  &  LINES, 

LI?E  BAIT  and  SPINNINa  TACKLE., 
Suitable  for  all  Parts  of  the;  World. 


LITTLE'S  "XX"  BAR  SPOON,  strongly  recom- 
mended for  Pike,  Salmon,  and  Bass,  made  in 
all   sizes,   1/6  and  21-  each. 


T-A-KTHNTEID  HEMP*  LIKTES. 

An  excellent  Strong  Line  for  Pike  aad  Sea  Fishing. 


RODS  AND  TACKLE  Fo»  SEA  FISHING. 

Estimates  given  for  Oomplete  Outfits. 
Catalogtie  Post  Free  on  Application, 

63,  Haymarket,  London,  S=W 

THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 

16-PIaU  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  TroUtag  Lines ; 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines ;  Special  Landing  Kets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snooding; 
Deep  Sea  Linos,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  and 
recommended  by  Mr.  Fbanois  Feanois,  Mr.  Senior  (of 
the  Field),  Authors  of  "Bod  in  India,"  and"'tiieSea 
Fisherman,"  Mr.  Uabston,  Mr.  Pbnnbll,  Mr.  Frank 
BuOKLANO,  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  Armies, 
and  all  noted  an  glers. 

Taper  Tront  Lines  from  Pnre  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 
6  yards.  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  in  Cakes  to  Be-dress  Lines, 
Samples  and  Cataloguk  Two  Stamps. 
Postal  Address-eOMPSTALL.  near  MARPLE. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

AFPABATUS,  UOI.I.USCA,  CBUSTACEAZTS,  WATEB  PX.A£rTS,  FISH 
MEAI.,  BISCUITS,  &c. 

L4R6EST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.      SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  Information  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY.  Ltd.,  DUMFRIES, 

J.   J.   AR31ISTEAD,    managing  Director. 

ODDEST  ESTABLISHED. 

BEST  BOOK  ON  FISH  CULTUHE  ever  published,  "  an  Angler's  Paradisk,  And 
HOW  T»  OBTAIN  IT,"  12/10  post  free.    "Handy  Gpide  to  Fish  Culture,"  1/2  post  free. 
1000  Eyed  Ora  and  well  m.ade  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11/6;  or  500  and  tank.  7/6. 

Of  very  highest  quality, 
TIED  BY 

\Jos.  Braddell  &  Son, 

Tackle  Makers,  Belfast, 


For  every  RIVER  in 

IRELAND 


Telegrams  :  "  Braddell,  Belfast."    Telephone,  525,  Belfast.    Established  1811, 


WTRESDALE  FISHERY 
(PETER  ORMROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 

TROUT!  TROUT!  TROUT! 

r» rices  H^dxiceci 

FOR  BROWN  TROUT,  RAINBOW  TROUT,  and  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT. 

Illustrated  Price  Lists  Free  by  Post.    Advice  Given  on  Stocking 

Waters. 

Apply  early  and  secure  the  best  fish  obtainable  in  the  Kingdom. 


ANDREW    HENRY,  Secretary, 

WYBESDALE  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Limited, 
SCORTON.    GARSTANO.  LANCASHIRE. 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  PISH  MOTmTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 

"Winners  ©1    Five  GS-old  and   Silver  JVIedstls. 

LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

Id  Illu&trated  French  ABgling  Paper,  published  the  1st  and  15th  if  each  month. 
Annual  SubsGription,  6s.  6d. 

AU  cemmnnications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors — WTBES  FR^EES, 
36,  Quai  du  Louvre,  Paris. 
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Mottled  Cane,  Tvith  two  Grreen 
heart  Tops," 

21/- 


The  most  killing  bait  for  Pike  that  can  be 
used. 

2s.  each. 

Traces  for  use  with  the  X  X  Spoon,  Is.  each. 


Mottled  Cane,  with  two  Green- 
heart  Tops, 

21/. 


BEAD  THIS  :  "  I  had  one  of  your  X  X  Bar 
Spoons,  which  jou  eo  strongly  recommend  for  pike,  and 
sent  it  to  a  friend  the  other  day  who  was  not  at  all  willing 
to  try  it  as  he  had  plenty  of  live  bait.  He  caught  two 
pike,  and  then  tried  your  X  X  Spoon  aod  caught  nineteen 
pike  in  quick  succession."  "  Rev.  G.  H.  C." 


60  yards,  2/3       Tlieee  nnes   do  not  kink,  and   are  tlie  cheapest  and  test  lines  that  can  Toe  used.    SOjdS.,  3/-     lOOydS.  3/9 


W.  J.  CUMMINS, 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALCGUE  Or  HIGH  CLASS  RODS  AND  TACKLE  SENT  FREE. 


Decembbe  29,  1900] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


NOW  IS  THE  TIME. 

MANY  of  our  correspondents  have  during  the  past  fishing  season  intimated  their  intention  of  sending  the  rods 
they  were  using  to  be  stiffened  and  strengthened  by  Steel  Ribbing  at  the  end  of  the  season.  IVIany  have 
already  done  this,  but  others  as  yet  have  not.  Now  is  the  time  for  your  old  favourite  rods  to  be  overhauled  and 
treated  with  a  Steel  Tonic  that  will  not  fail  to  work  wonders  in  the  way  of  renewing  their  strength  without  any 
perceptible  increase  of  weight ;  indeed,  ordinary  scales  will  register  no  increase,  since  it  is  In  the  region  of 
drachms  I    Read  these  extracts  from  one  or  two  sample  reports  (unsolicited)  : 

"  I  like  the  effect  of  the  '  ribbing '  so  much  in  the  rod  I  have  had  done  that  I  am  sending  you  another.    This  is  stiffer  than  the  other  was  before  you 
put  backbone  into  it.  "  B.  Eicketts. 

"  Crambe  Vicarage,  York." 

"  With  the  little  10ft.  steel  ribbed  cane  built  rod  recently  supplied  by  yon  I  have  just  succeeded  in  landing  an  81b.  grilse.    The  reel  broke,  and  I 
bad  to  show  no  mercy,  but  both  rod  and  fish  came  out  all  right,  and  the  rod  is  still  as  straight  and  fit  as  ever  it  was.    I  am  proud  of  it,  I  can  assure  you. 
"  CaldweU,  Nuneaton,  Oct.  19,  1900."  '  G.  C.  Evans. 

"  The  rod  arrived  all  right,  and  on  trying  its  casting  powers  yesterday  I  was  delighted  to  find  myself  casting  over  20yds.,  the  line  falling  as  straight  as 
a  line  could  fall.    I  am  glad  to  acknowledge  the  fact  that  a  very  whippy  gig-whip  of  a  rod  has  been  by  your  patent  converted  mto  a  powerful  weapon. 
"  Budleigh  Saltorton,  S.  Devon,  Aug.  15.  1900."  Reginald  B.  Bean. 

Any  Rod,  old  or  new,  English  or  foreign,  can  be  treated  equally  advantageously  by  our  process  at  a  uniform 
cost  of  5/9  ;  Rods  over  12ft.,  3/6  extra.    Additional  tops  Ribbed  at  a  cost  of  1/9  each.    Send  your  Rod,  and  we 


will  report  on  it. 


Telegraphic  Address  : 

"FOSTER  BEOS.,  Ashbourne." 


D.  &  W.  H.  FOSTER,  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 

London  Agent— J.  TAYLER,  10,  Harberton  Road,  London,  N. 
280  Pages.         IjISTS   J«*JbL:E3IE3.      Hundreds  of  Illustrations. 


TELKPHOISTK, 
N"o.  9. 


SHANNONS  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLAIiOB,  IBEIiAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Trout  fisMng  In  free  »nd  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station;  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  appUoatlou to  S.  J.  HURLEY,  Killaloe, 
00.  Clare,  Ireland,  N.B.-The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  May.  when  the  Dig 
trout  are  about  in  thousands.   

LOUGH   DERG  HOTEL, 
DROMINEER,  NENAQH. 

FmST-CLASS  TBOUT  and  PIKE  FISHING 
FBEE.  Green  Drake  season  commencea 
about  May  15.  Hotel  beautifully  situated  on 
banks  of  Lough  Derg.  Telegraph  office  on  spot. 
FlTBt-elass  cooking  and  attendance.  Moderate 
terms. 

Apply  to  G.  BUBGESS. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBRIDGE,    S.  DEVON. 

B0ABDEB8,  Including  bed  and  attendance. 
8s.  6d.  per  day.  WEEK-DAT  FISHDfG 
for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Budd,  including  boats  and 
bait,  Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  dally. 

W.  VICKEEY,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

rpo  FISHERMEN  who  want  a  good  day's 
sport  of  Pike,  Eoach,  and  Bream, 
shoald  try  the  above  water.  Fresh  stocked. 
350  acres  strictly  preserved.  Good  accom- 
modation. Punt,  boats.  Frequent  trains 
from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

NORFOLK  RIVERS  AND  BROADS. 

Visitors  to  these  waters  should  purchase  their 
FISHING  TACKLE  0 

A.J.  RUDD,54,  London-st,  Norwich. 

■Winner  of  First  Prize,  Yachting  and  Fishing 
Exhibition,  Norwich,  1894,  for  the  best  collection 
of  Tackle  for  Norfolk  waters.  Author  of  "  Fishing 
to  Norfolk  Waters. 


SWAN  HOTEL,  TENBURY,  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

HT.  HABDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


To  Amatenr  Sod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  seasoned  and  Selected. 
Gbbenhbakt,  Hiokoet,  oe  Lasobwood  : 
l|in.    |in.    fin.    ^in.     fin.     iin.  2ft.  long. 
1/-    4d.    3d.  3a.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6    8d.    7d.   6d.    6d.    4d.  3ift.  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Kings,  and 
every  Requisite  for  Bod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is.  6d. 
per  doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. ;  Sample  half 
dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATEEIALS.— Hackles  in  Bed,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed 
Hackles,  l^d.  per  doz. 

W1N8S  PEE  PATE.— Starlings,  l^d.;  Snipe,  l^d. 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  3d. ;  Partridge,  1^. ; 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  1^. 

Floss  Ain>  Ttims  Silxs,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks, 
all  shades.   

WILL   CHAMBERS   &  CO., 
as,  Kavkot  Flaoe,  BIIaneh08t«r. 


LAKE  YYRNWY,N.  WALES 

SPLENDID  WINTER  QUARTERS 


AND 


Free  Bough  Shooting, 

ONLY  A  LIMITED   NUMBER  OF   GUNS   CAN   BE  TAKEN. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  a  Day. 

Post  and  Telegraph  Address :  "  HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY."      Station :  LLANFYLLIN, 


THE  NINTH  ANNUAL 

GREAT  YACHTING  EXHIBITION 


WILL  BE  HELD  AT  THE 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM 

FEBRUARY  1  to  MARCH  1,  1901. 

TO  BE  FOLLOWED  BY 

FISHERIES, 


FOURTH   EDITION   NOW  BEADY. 

DOMESTICATED  TEOUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Orow  Them. 
By  LIYINOSTON  STONE. 

Ortywn  8vo,  12$.  6d, 


LONDON:  SAHFSON  LOW,  MARSTON  ft  COMPANT,  LIMITED, 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTEE  LANE,  FLEET  STREET  E.C. 


ALTERATIONS  in  PREMISES 

During  November  and  December, 

25  per  cent. 

OFF  ALL  KINDS  OP  FISHING 
TACKLE. 
Clearance  Sale  Lists  (showing  5g. 
in  £,  off  all  fisHng  goods  in  consequence 
of  extensive  alterations  to  meet  require- 
ments of  our  trade),  senfPree. 


F\KI  riAL P  Angler  and 
■  WW  I        #% k Fly  Dresser, 

STAFFORD  ST.,  HANLEY. 


A  CHABMIKO  GIFT  BOOK. 

6s.  net,  claret  roan,  gilt,  lllnatrated. 

London  in  the  Time  of  tlie  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  0.  OOOK  and  E.  T.  COOK,  M.A.. 
Of  aU  Booksellers. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Eeiirii  Ponsonby  is  commanded 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr .  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  his  Sandbook." 

"Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
fot."— British  Weekly.  "Far  snperior 
to  ordinary  guides."— London  Daily  Chronicle. 


"A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-T''v«  ^imes. 

Every  Visitor  to  London  (&  Resident)  should  use 

LONDON  %^?islK°^- 

and  I'lo'^oo?,^!  24  Maps!!.  Plans. 
ENVIRONS.      60  ninstrations 

"Most  emphatically  tops  them  aM.."— Daily  Oraphie, 
Llangollen— Dablinotok  &  Co. 
L.ndon— SiMPKiN,  Mabshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
The  Railway  Bookstall  and  aU  Booksellers. 

Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton,  Eastbourne, 
Hastings,  Bath.  Wells,  Weston-super-Mare,  llal- 
vem,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandnndod  Wells, 
Rhyl,  Llandudno,  Colwyn  Bay,  Bettwsycoed,  Llan- 
gollen, Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth,  Aberystwyth. 
Criccieth,  PwUheE,  Wye  VaUey,  Severn  Valley, 
Norfolk  Broads,  Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of  Wight, 
should  use  Darlington's  Handbooks,  Is.  each.  List 
Post  Free.   Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 

London:  SIMPKIN,  MABSHALL  A  CO.,  Ltd. 

FHOTOOBAPHS.— Beautifol  Ph.tographa 

of  Scenery,  Ruins,  &c..  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Egypt ;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6a., 
and  28.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  &  CO.,  LLANGOLLEN. 


Anglers  wishinK  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOVLD  ABTBBTIgK  IN 

Tlie  Observer  &  Clironicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset; 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wftnted"  advts.,  2S  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Ad<tr«5B:  Observer  Office,  Bournemoutb. 
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J.  PEEK  d  SON, 

WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT  FISHING  ROD 
AND  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD, 

Close  to  HOLBORN,  LOUD  ON,  W.C, 


SEA  RODS,  greenheart,  two  tops,  snake  rings,  Universal  winch  fittings,  two  pulley 

loops,  button  and  bag,  6/6  and  8/6- 
Ditto,  ditto,  double  brazed,  10/6- 

NOTTINGHAM  SEA  REEL,  5in.,  brass  back,  gun  metal  spindle,  handles  on 
plates,  3/6. 

NOTTINGHAM  SEA  REEL,  movable  check,  5in.,  star  back,  gun  metal  spindle, 

horn  handles  on  brass  plates,  6/6. 
TANNED  PL&.ITED  FLAX,  in  50  yards  and  100  yards,  2/6,  3/-,  and  3/6  per 

100  yards. 

TWISTED  GUT  PATERNOSTERS,  two  booms  and  lead  link.  6d.  and  lOd.  each. 
TWISTED  GUT  LEGERS,  for  three  hooks,  5d.  each. 
STRAIGHT-PULL  PATERNOSTERS,  I'S  and  1/6  each. 


OATALOGHJES  GRATIS. 


THE  GRANT  VIBRATION  ROD 

(PATENTED). 

^     To  ensure  delivery  for  SPEING  SALMON  FISHING, 
Gentlemen  should  place  their  Orders  now. 


C.  PLAYFAIR  4  CO.,  ONION  BRIDGE,  ABERDEEN. 


FISHERY  NETS. 

Trammel  Nets,  Flue  Nets,  Drag  Nets,  Casting 
Nets,  and  all  kinds  of  Netting. 

WBITJS   WOB.    PRICE  JCIST. 

Wm    BURGFSS  and  CO.,  Malvern  Wells. 


THE  EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S  FISH  HATCHERIES. 

The  following  Pure-bred   Stock  supplied  in  the  OVA,  YEARLING,  and 
TWO-YEAR-OLD  stage: 
COMMON  BROWN  TROUT,  RAINBOW  TROUT,  AND  AMERICAN  BROOK  TROUT. 

Natural  and  specially  prepared  Artificial  Fish  Food  and  suitable  Aquatic  Pla/nts 
for  the  cultivation  of  the  former  also  supplied. 

Bavarian  Great  Lake  Trout.  I        Loch  Leven  Trout. 

Land-locked  Salmon     Alpine  Char.     |        Itchen  River  Trout  and  Salmon. 
Price  List  and  all  information  can  he  obtained  by  the  Director  of  the  Fishery, 
Holywell,  North  Wales. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

SEND    FOR    PRICE  LIST 

or 

mk,  FRT,  YEARLING,  anil  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FASIO, 
LEVENENSIS,  IRIDEUS,  k 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  GO.  STIRLING.  N.B. 


THE  MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY. 

ESTABIiZSHED  1885. 

Ova,  Pry,  and  Yearlings.  Pario,  L.  Leven,  Rainbow  Trout,  Coarse  Pish.  &c 
Write  for  Price  List  (pamphlet),  with  hints  on  stocking.    Post  Free. 

Wm.    BURGESS    &   CO.,  Malvern  Wells. 
WALTER  BAILY,  Proprietor. 


RIGMADEN  FISHERY. 

OVA,  FRV,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO=YEAR=OLD  TROUT  for  SALE. 

RAINBOWS  a  speciality;  reared  as  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food;  sold  by  guaranteed 
minimum  measurement,  not  by  average.  Mollusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c.  "  Pep- 
tonised  Fish  Meal,"  made  from  pure  fish.  Sole  British  agent.  Inspection  invited.  Apply  for 
catalogues  and  price  list  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


CASTLECONNELL 

'  RODS. 

♦♦♦♦♦»•••♦>•••••>••••*•♦♦■»♦♦♦♦■ 

62yds.  lin.  with  a  19ft.  Rod. 
53yds.  1ft.  9in.  with  a  16ft.  3in,  Rod. 

I'he  above  casts  were  made  by  Mr.  J.  Enright, 
Champion  Caster  of  the  World, 

ON  THE  m'\  SEINE,  AT  BAS  MEUDON,  PARIS, 

Jure  29,  1900. 


JOHN  ENRIGHT  &  SON 

CASTLECONNELL, 
Near  LIMERICK,  IRELAND. 


The  itchen  RIVER 

TROUT  BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT 

Supplies  all  Varieties  of  TROUT  for  STOCKING 
Rivers,  Lakes,  and  Ponds. 

EYED  OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  1—2  and  3  YEAR  OLDS. 

N.B. — These  fish  are  bred  from  ova  taken  from  wild  trout,  and  are 
raised  in  fenced  off  runs  of  this  river,  thus  they  are  fully  supplied  with 
natural  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  and  therefore,  when  turned  out 
into  new  waters,  ai-e  far  better  suited  to  find  their  own  food  than  the  general 
run  of  (hand  fed)  artificially  raised  trout. 

Address-V.  CORRIE,  Esq.,  CBIlLiND,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Trout,   Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Tench,  Roach,   Carp,  Dace, 
Rudd,   Gudgeon,   Minnows,   &c.,   supplied  by 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor, 


Lincolnshire. 


Establislied  1S80. 


LISTS  FREE. 


BOOK  AT  ONCE  FOR  EARLY  DELIVERY. 


N.B.  -  SPECIAL    LINES  in  GRAYLING,  RAIN- 
BOWS, and  CARP. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


Mrs.  Oox's  Style  wid  Pat- 
teinB,  Is.  6d.  to  2s. 
dozen,  post  free.  Bafler 
EnotOkstB,  Is.  6d.  each. 


Devon  knd  YorkBhire  Hackles   Is.  6cl.  dozen. 

New  Pattern  Beetles    2s.  Od.  dozen. 

Hercales  Oasts   Is.  3d.  each. 


FLIES 


Cash  with  order 


B  doz 

29,  THE  SaUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS 


GRANT'S 

MORBLLA 
CHERRY 

BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.    Most  comforting 
in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 
Nice  with  Xiemonade  ox  Soda  Water. 

Sold  by  Wine  Merchants  and  at  Restaurants. 
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DAVID  SLATER 

Fisiiing  Tackle  Mannfactnrer 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 


As  a  present  to  an  angler  nothing  is 
more  suitable  than  a  Beel. 


THE  FLY  FISHER'S  WINCH 

(Eeqisteeed). 

Made  in  ebonite,  with  large  barrel  for 
qnick  winding. 

A  Perfect  Trout  Beel. 

2fin.  ,   Price  10/6, 


THE  "ZEPHYR." 

For  Boach,  Barbel,  and  Chub  Fishing 

Made  with  beautifully  polished  walnut 
front  and  aluminium  back,  centre  pin 
action  and  optional  check. 


4in. 


Price  19/- 


THE  COMBINATION  REEL 

For  Spinning'  for  Pike. 

Made  with  walnut  front  and  ebonite  back 
centre  pin  action  and  optional  check. 
4in  Price  20/- 


THE 


SLATER"  SPECIAL  SILK 
PIKE  LINE. 

8-plait,  very  strong  but  fine. 
lOOyds.   Price  6/- 


Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free 


JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYIHG. 

"  This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching."— /"isAinsr  Oazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  In  stamps 
to  Sampson  Low,  Maeston  &  Compant,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  E  0. 


&ISHTTBSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  aad 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLBSAIiB  fBOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited.  London 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Pbkbident:  Sir  EDWABD  BIBKBEOK,  B»rt, 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS 

ist  OCTOBER  to  3ist  MARCH. 
Agents  at  coast  towna. 
BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 
Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Eestaurant  Frascati,  Oxford-street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Chables 
S.  Pattbeson,  150,  Mansion  House-oham- 
beri,  11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Gam,  Ouse,  &c., 

SHOULS  ASVBBTISS  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9.  Market  tllll,  Cambridge. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  tviEDAL  WADERS  I  [ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS 


The  "HAMPSHIRE' 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 

Speciality — 

LIGHTNESS. 


FISHINa  STOCKINGS. 

I  :  (.    I   I  M  ill  <f. 


The 

"BUCKLAND" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 


DAY « MARTIN 


LIMITED. 


Gold  Medal,  Paris,  1900 


Potchefstroom, 

Aug.  l8t,  1900. 

Messrs.  Day  &  Martin. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  been  requested 
by  a  few  comrades  to  testify  as  to 
tbe  remarkable  qualities  of  your 
"  Dubbin  "  as  supplied  to  the  troops 
by  H.M.  Government.  Not  only  for 
preserving  our  boots,  but  for  applying 
to  the  feet  to  prevent  blisters.  As 
fat  for  cooking  chuppatties,  and  for 
burning  as  candles,  it  is  found  of 
great  service  to  "  Tommy  Atkins  at 
the  front." 

Tou  have  our  permission  to  make 
any  use  you  think  fit  of  this  testi- 
monial. Hoping  it  may  be  of  some 
use  to  you,  I  beg  to  remain,  yours 

truly,  A  VOLtTNTEEE. 

2nd  North  Hants,  Field  Force, 
S.  Africa. 

The  original  letter  can  be  seen  at  the 
Offices  of  Day  and  Martin,  Ltd.,  Borough- 
road,  London,  8.E. 


(The  Anglers'  Waterproofers), 


37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.G. 

And  at  CARDIFF,  8,  QUEEN  STREET. 


ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS  1 1  ANDERSONS'  gold  medal  WADERS 


P.  D.  MALLOCH 


I 


High- Class  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer 

PERTH,  N.B. 

One  of  the  largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

In  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Grold  and.  Prize  Medals  Awarded. 


Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PEBTH."  Telephone-ITo.  31. 

niustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


THE 

HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE, 

Bound  in  cloth, 
May  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers. 


Price  6/6  each ;  post  free,  7/3. 


London : 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter'lane,  B.C. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS, 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  including 
salmon,  trout,  and  other  fiahingB  should 
advertise  the  same  in 

Established  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 


Address  the  Proprietors— 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.. 

Limited, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


DAY  &  MARTIN'S 

DUBBIN 

Is  Waterproof,  and  absolutely 
the  best  article  for  use  on  Shoot- 
ing and  Fishing"  Boots. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY. 

Patron  : 

HEB  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL, 

Tuesday,  January  1,  1901, 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 


HANDEL'S  ^ 

MESSIAH 


The  Additional  Accompaniments  by  Mozart 
will  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  work  given 
with  Handel's  Accompaniments  only. 


MADAME  ALBANI. 

MADAME  BELLE  COLE. 
MR.  WILLIAM  GREEN. 
MR.  WATKIN  MILLS. 


BAND  AND  CHORUS,  ONE  THOUSAND. 

ORGANIST,  Mr.  H.  L,  BALFOUR, 
COKDTTCTOB : 

Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE. 


Doors  Open  at  7.  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 
Stalls,  7a.  6d.    Arena,  6s. 
Boxes,  f  1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  38. 
D  1  „     f  Reserved  (rows  1  to  4),  5s. 
Balcony  ^  Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  4s. 
Galleey  (Promenade),  Two  Shillings. 

Tickets  at  tli«  Boyal  Albert  Hall  and 
usual  Ajrents. 
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AWARDED  AT  PARIS,  1900, 

THE  GOLDJIEDAL 

"HARDY'S"  NEW  PATENT  " SILEX "  CASTING  REEL. 

No  Twisting  or  Kinking  of  the  Line.     Great  Distance  with  Precision.     Casting  Made  Easy.     Has  Won  Golden  Opinions 

from  all  who  have  used  them.      Hundreds  of  Testimonials. 

THE  BEST  FOR  SPIMIHG. 

The  World's  Record  for  casting 
from  reel  was  made  with  this  reel 
and  a  Miirdooh  "  steel  centre  rod, 
by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery— 87yd8.  2ft.— 
Oct.  8,  1898. 

BEST  QUALITY  ONLY 

MADE  IN  OUR 

ALUMINIUM  ALLOY. 


Weight, 

 5|oz. 

  7oz. 

  8oz. 

  9oz. 

 lloz. 

For  General  Coarse  Fishing,  S^in. 
and  3fin.  are  best.  For  Salmon, 
Pike,  and  Mahseer,  4in.  and  4|in. 
The  Sin.  is  suitable  for  Trout, 
Roach,  &c.  The  4in.  can  be  had 
with  the  New  Auxiliary  Adjustable 
Check,  10s.  extra. 


THE  "MURDOCH"  SPINNING  ROD  FOR  SALMON  AND  PIKE. 


33^ 


lift.  6in.,  three-piece  cane-built,  two  tops;  cork^handle  ;  patent  "  Bridge  "irings];  revolving  butt  and  steel 
§"  Pipe  "  end  rings  ;  patent  look  joints ;  rubber  button.    Price  .£5 ;  steel  centre,  £G ;  same  details,  in 
greenheart,  £2  15s. ;  two-piece,  ditto,  ^62  2s. ;  12ft.  Two-piece  greenheart,  cedar  handle,  plain  joints, 
snake  rings,  revolving  butt,  and  top  ring,  25s.   For  Pike  or  Salmon,  without  doubt  the  best  Rods  made. 


HARDY'S  PATENT 

"Crocodile"  Natural  Bait  Spinner 


»»»»»»»»  »  »»»Tyy<>y»T< 


Pike,  large,  medium, 

or  small   2/3  eacn 

Salmon   ,   2/- 

Trout  and  Perch   1/6 


SuAiiL  Pisa  Sizs  Baitbd. 


i«>  LARGE  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  FREE ! 


HARDY  BR!!!.  ALNW 

London  Branch :  61,  PALL  HALL ; 

MANCHESTER  BRANCH;  12  to  14,  HOET  street :  EDINBURGH  BBANCH :  6,  south  ST. datid  street. 

Nattonal  Talephon*  Nos.— London:  2354,  "GafMARO."     Boinburoh:  1294.     Manchester:  08,827. 
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GIFTS  forthelTEW  YE 


WATERPROOF  "FREKE" 
FISHING  BAGS. 


POLISHED  OAK  SALMON  FLY  BOX. 


POCKET  KNIFE. 


Invented  by  Bboinald 
OOEBET,  J  un.,  Esq., 
■ad  coneid  ered  one  of 
the  moat  co  mplete 
made. 


flfllf 


The  diagram  la  aUghtly 
•ess  than  half -size ;  the 
handle  is  German  Sil- 
ver, and  the  whole  ia 
finished  in  the  best 
possible  manner. 


The  "FRANCIS"  TROUT  FLY  BOOK 


Giving  the  names  of  37  most  useful  patterns,  arranged 
according  to  the  season  in  which  they  ahould  be  uaed,  and 
with  full  printed  instructions,  Tin.  long,  4in.  wide.  With 
one  Sy  of  each  pattern  sawn  in. 


COLLAPSIBLE  LINE  DRYER 

(Registered.) 


THE  "KENNET"  DRY  FLY  AND 
CAST  BOX. 

Japanned  Tin.   Blaclr  outside.    White  inside. 


Sin.  long,  3fin.  wide,  lin.  deep. 

The  IMPROVED  "GYE"  SLIP 
LANDING  NET. 

Invented  by  His  Honor  Judge  Pebot  Gye. 


ENGLISH  WICKER  BASKET. 

With  Eemovable  Bag. 


THE  ''VIVIAN"  SALMON  FLY 
MAGAZINE. 


Pigskin  Covers,  10  Parchment  Leav  €  s.    Made  in  two  sizes. 
12in.  long  by  lOin.  wide.         I       lO^in.  long  by  8Jin.  wide 
Will  hold  800  Flies.  \  Will  hold  700  Flies. 

ANGLER'S  KNIFE. 

Very  DsefuL 


CORRUGATED  CORK "  EYED  FLY 
AND  CAST  BOX. 

Invented  by  E.  A.  Beiogs,  Esq. 


ECLIPSE"  SALMON  FLY  BOOK  FOR 
THE  POCKET. 

Designed  by  Colonel  Ralph  Vivian. 


It  is  made  to  hold  80  Salmon  Flies.  Cover  is  of  Pigskin,  Tin 
ong,  4|in.  wide,  very  light  to  carry,  and,  being  made  of  Pigskin 
t  is  yielding.   Weight,  2Joz. 


Nearly  ICQ  Voliimes  of  the  various  Books  on  Angling  for  choice. 
Catalogue,  with  Illustrations  of  over  200  other  useful  Presents,  gratis  and  post  free. 


C.  FARLOW  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  19i,  strand,  London,  w.c 
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ESTATES. 

FISHINGS,  and  SHOOTINGS  for 
SALE  or  to  LET. 

KENNETT  &  DUNnT^RAYLING  FISHING. 

(Four  Miles.) 
fpiCKETS  (2/6  per  day)  for  the  above 
can  be  obtained,  and  the  only  plan  of 
these  waters  can  be  seen,  at  THE  BEAR 
HOTEL,  HUNGERFOED,  BERKS. 
Special  Hotel  Tarifif  for  week,  month,  or 
season.  Vide  ABC  Railway  Guide,  and 
Fishing  Gazette,  Sept.  15,  1900  (Fishing' 
Reports). — Telegrams  :  Osmond,  Hunger- 
ford. 

TROUT. 

YEARLINGS,  COMMON  TROUT, 
and  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

PRIOBS  FROM  25  -  PER  lOO. 

Write  for  price  list  to  T.  F.  Tbacy, 
Eie  Valley  Fishery,  Exebridge,  Tiverton, 
Devon. 

TROUT. 

FRY,  YEAKIIHCS, «  TWO-YEAR-OIDS 

OF 

BROWN  TROUT,  LOCHLEVEN,  RAIN- 
BOW, and  SEA  TROUT, 

From  very  large  parent  flah,  can  obtained 
from 

LORD  MONTAGU'S  BEADLIED  FISHERY, 

AND 

CHAS.  BRADN'S,  Esq.,  SOWLEY  FISHERY. 

For  Price  Lists  and  full  particulars  apply 
to  Mr.  E.  OOLMNS,  Manager,  Lord  Montagu's 
Beanlieu  Fishery,  Beaulieu,  Hants ;  and  to  0. 
Beaon,  Esq ,  The  Fishery,  Sowley  House, 
Lymington,  Hants. 

SALMON  OVa7 

Eyed,  and  also  FRY,  supplied  from 
the  best  early  Scotch  fish.  Orders 
now  being  booked. 

Apply  to  T.  PiLKiNGTON,  Esq., 
Sandside,  Thurso,  N.B. 

PIKE  AND  PERCH  FISHING. 

DUCK  AND  SNIPE  SHOOTING. 

A  CCOMMODATION  can  be  had  in  a 
gentleman's  house  for  one  or  two 
gentlemen  ;  good  fishing  ;  fair  shooting  ; 
boats  and  men  free  — Apply  to  Wilson 
H.  Akmistbad,  Co.  Cavan  Trout  Farm, 
Shercock,  Ireland. 
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I  The  Lightest  Bods  In  use.  Weight,  8oi.  t«  leos. 

BOOTH'S  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod, 
5s.8d.  oX" 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   flttlngs,  lanoewood 
top.  bag ;  in  box,  carriage  4d.   Only  maker 
of  this  rod  for  twenty  years. 
"  Oonstant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
[  as  ever.    Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
'or  it.  — Marston,  Fibhins  Gazbttb. 

BOOTH'S  '97  II6HT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
nanaie,  cane.  lanoewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12os.,  price 
I  68.  4d.,  lOift;  6s.  lOd.,  lift. ;  carriage  4d. 

XMAS.      BARGAIN.  XMAS. 

Finest  Ondrawn  G0T,  Eeflna,  as  fine  a  2x 
Drawn,  first  quality,  20in.,  8;6  100;  Keflna,  next 
finest,  2/10  per  100 ;  Drawn  Gut,  16in.,  2x  8/8, 
I  3x  3/10,  4x  4/-.  '  ' 

BOOT  S, 

I  Fishing  Rod  Maker  and  fint  Merchant, 
PARAGON  STREET,  HULL. 


Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 
EXCHANGE  COLUMN. 

FEATHERS  AND  MATERIALS  FOE  FLY 
DRESSING.— R.  T.  WILLIAMS,  Practical 
Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker 
Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  holds  extensive  and 
varied  stock  of  all  kinds.  Natural  Dun,  Honey 
Dun,  Furnace,  &c. ;  Hackles,  Wings,  Feathers, 
and  Skins  of  English  and  Foreign  Birds,  &c  • 
Furs,  Mohair,  Pig's  Wool,  and  Plain  and  Dyed 
Quills  for  Bodies.  Hooks  of  all  kinds  and  sizes 
(mcluding  Pennell's);  Gut,  Silk,  Tinsels,  <fcc. 
Appliances  of  every  sort.  Detailed  Price  List 
free.  Established  over  half  a  century.  Fowls 
for  Fly  Dressing  a  speciality. 

(?}.ENTLES  (Red  and  Natural,  mixed).— 
^     Send  P.O.  value  Is.  3d.  for  sample. 

-J.  T.  PiCKERsaiLL,  44,  Market-place, 
Keighley. 


^  OEMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  olear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss,  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross  do.,  Ss. 
Send  P.0.0.  to  Hardt  Bros.,  5,  South 
St.  David-street,  Edinburgh. 


Q.  E  N  T  L  E  S  (Large) .  —  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  Is.  per  1200,  post  free. 
Best  Gossamer  Gut  Casts,  3  yards,  4Jd. — 
Louis  F.  Higqs,  Practical  Angler,  20, 
Bridge-street,  Worcester. 


"^OEMS,  GENTLES,  and  PIKE 
BAITS. — Specially  prepared  Red 
Brandlings  and  Cockspnr  Worms,  and  weU 
cleaned,  freshly-bred  Gentles  for  Roach 
and  Grayling  fishing,  securely  packed,  and 
ready  for  immediate  use,  post  free,  Is.  3d. 
per  box.  Preserved  Sprats,  Roach,  Dace, 
and  Gudgeon,  well  toughened  and  bright, 
Is.  6d.  per  bottle,  post  free.  —  J.  E. 
MiLLBK,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


Q.00D  FREE  PISHING.— Pike  and 
general,  three  miles,  Holywell 
Ferry,  Hunts  ;  nearest  station,  St.  Ives. 
Boats  and  baits.  Comfortable  quarters  ; 
every  requisite ;  reasonable  charges. — 
Wire  or  write,  A.  Scard. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRNAL 

Charges  vert/  moderate. 
Address :   King  5treet.  Alfreton. 


[December  29,  1900 

SCOTCE  SALMON  FISEING 
TO  LET. 

Full  partlonlarg  of  all  Salmon  PUhlngs  te 
liOt  In  ScotUnd  can  be  obtained  free  on  app 
Oktlon  t(J 

J.  WATSON  LYALL  &  CO., 

Mnb  Jlgcttts, 
118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

Ti2?*JP,?'S,''^  """St  of  each  month  their 

I'lat  of  aU  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  U 
sent,  foBt  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 

scotEajnoI  

IrpHE  SCOTTISH  BESISTEB  of  Furnished 
-*•  Honaes,  Cottages,  Lodgings,  Ac,  on  all 
Freo  Fishing  Loohs  and  Blvers  (2  stamps) 

The  SCOTTISH   BEGISTEB  of  Shooting! 
and  Salmon  Fishings  (2  stamps).   Largest  Lilt 
I  pubUshed.    WALKEB,  FBASEB,  &  STEELE, 
Estate  Agents,  dlasgow. 

SOUTH  DEVON. 

OnZDE  TO  THE  BIVEB  DABT.  With 

map  and  illustrations.    6d.,  by  post  7d. 
BEBBT  POMEBOY  CASTLE :  a  Thril- 
ling Norel.    By  Edward  Montague.    Is  .  bv 
post  Is.  3d.  '  ' 

RZSTOBICAL  SKETCH  OF  BEBBY 

CASTIiE.   Illustrated.   6d.,  by  post  7d. 
AZiBUM    OP    THE    BZVEB  DABT. 
TOTWES,  AND  BEBBY  CASTLE. 

Twenty-four  charming  views  of  the  English 
Bhine  district  from  photographs.  6d  .  by 
post  7d.  f  t  J 

DABTUOOB  AND  ITS  SUBBOUHD- 
INOS.  Map  and  lUuatrations.  With 
article  on  Dartmoor  angling.  6d. ,  by  post  8d. 

WESTERN  GVARBIAN.  Published 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays. 

I  TOTNES  TIMES.  Friday  evening  for 
'  Saturday. 


ii 


"  A  thoroughlv  ^ood  Sporting  Paper.  "—Bristol  timbs. 

LAND  AND  WATER 

Price  Sixpence  Weekly, 


VERY  GOOD  TROUT  FISHING 
ON  WIESENT, 

Twenty  miles  from  Nuremberg  :  one  and 
a  half  miles,  both  banks.  Terms 
moderate. 

Particulars  by  Mrs.  Wimpfheimeb, 
Dunraven,  205,  Anerley-road,  Anerley 
London,  S.E. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVEETI8K  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  advts.,  18  words,  6d. ;  30  words.  Is., prepaid 
Address :  Nows  Office,  Ashbourne. 

ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 
Sampson  Low,  Maeston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLER'S  DIAEY  for  1900. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
subjects : — Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  KiNaoOM,  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia,  Ac.  the 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Bod  Liobnoks  in  the 
United  Kingdom;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  talies  of  Ssh,  &c.  inc., 

London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  and  00.,  Ltd 
St.  Dnnatan'B  Home,  Fettar-lana,  E.O. 


This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Pro- 
prietors, and  no  effort  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most 
interesting  Paper  on  all  Sporting  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include 
all  the  best  known  sporting  writers  of  the  day.  From  time  to  time  Special  Supple- 
ments are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting,  and  so  on. 
The  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says :— "  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary 
Land  and  Watee  invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of 
the  chief  of  which  ia  its  comprehensiveness.    Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for." 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;   Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE 

16  HENRIETTA  STREET.  COVENT  GARDEN.  LONDON. 

The  Best  Weekly  Paper  ftyr  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

33  Pages  of  Letterpress  and  Pictures. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  lUustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
that  can  be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of 
I  the  household. 

IN  THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  Week's  News  is  epitomised 
•n  a  concise  and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist  "  F.O.G."  in  every  issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 
"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to 
friends  abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

PRICE  3d.,  by  Post  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Bailway  Bookatalls,  from 

The  WBSTMINSTEE  GAZETTE  Office,  TUDOR  ST^  E.O. 


I  PUBHSBBBS  :  MORTIMER  BROS.,  TOTNES. 

I  HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

ANGLERS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "  Aerial' 
I  (patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Ooxod,  who  also  invented 
I  the  celebrated  "  Ooxon  "  spinners  (patent)  for 
j  salmon,  pike,  and  trout,  Mr.  Ooxon  is  also  the 
I  author  of  that  valuable  work  (fourth  edition) 
"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse  Fish 
I  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish."  Price  of  this 
I  Is.  2d.,  postage  free.  ' 
I  Bevised  price  of  Beels:  3in.,  with  optional 
I  check,  Ifis. ;  3Jin.  do  ,  168. ;  4in.  do.,  17s. ;  4jin. 

do.,  19s.  each.  Without  cheek:  4in.,  14s.  6d.  • 
|4iin.,  16s.  6d.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
I  quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Appiyt  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  Villa,  West  Bridg:ford,  Nottingham. 

Testimonials  free  on  application. 

THE 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

Supported  by  Voluntary  Contributions, 

COMMITTEE  ROOMS 

I  Club  Union  Buildings,  Clerkenwell  Rd.,  E. 
(Adjoining  Helborn  Town  Hall). 

I  Prbsidbnt— E.  B.  MABSTON  (Fishing  Qaiette). 

Viob-Presibents 
I  p.  GEBN  (President  AnR.trs'  Assooiatton  of  London 

and  Provincial  Angling  Societies). 
I C.  A.  MBDCALP  (President  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs). 
Treaswker— P.  GBBN. 
I  Trustees— G.  manning,  o.  h.  field,  r.  murphy 

STEWARB— G.  H.  FIELD. 
Chartered  Aocountant— FRANCIS  H.  TOD. 
General  Secretaet— R.  GHURNKT,  116,  Murray 
street,  New  North.road,  N. 

Anglers  holding  Privilege  Tickets  from  the 
Anglers'  or  Central  Associations  are  eligible  for 
membership.  Annual  Subscription,  Is,  Id. ;  Life 
Members  £1  Is. 

The  Committee  meet  on  the  Second  and 
Fourth  Fridays  in  each  Uonth. 

The  Society  now  eubscribes  for  12  Beds  in 
the  Friendly  Societies  Seaside  Convalescent 
Some  at  Dover  for  the  use  of  its  Members. 

N.B. — Collection  Boxes  for  the  receipt  of  small 
donations  will  be  supplied  to  Angling  Societies 
desirous  of  placing  such  in  their  club  rooms,  and 
may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 

If  you  ar«  Interested  In  Books, 
■end  2b.  6d.  in  itampi  for  »  oopy  poit  free  every 
week  for  8  month*  of  "  Thi  Publiskubs'  Oib- 

OCIJlB  AND  BOOKHLLDBS'  BIOORD,"  St.  DDB- 

■tu'i  HonM,  FatUr  L»DS,  London. 


TME   FISHING    GAZETTE,    I>ECBMBEIi  I'JOO. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
Rainbows,  and  Grayling. 

Apply —  " 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 

N.B. — Established    by  the  late  Thos. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


OUCCESS  IN  SEA  FISHING  can  only 
be  obtained  by  using  up  tO  date 

tackle. 

HEARDER  k  SON, 

195,  UNION-STEEET,  PLYMOUTH, 

have  stood  the  test  of  129  years,  and 
their  taekle  is  acknowledged  by  all  com. 
petent  fishermen  tO  be  the  best. 

Mounted  Lines  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing.  Inventors  of  the  celebrated 
Sand  Eels,  that  eclipse  all  other 

baits,  both  natural  and  artificial. 

Improved  Horsehair  Lines  with- 
out knots.  Otter  and  Beam  Trawls, 
Trammels,  Courges,  &c. 

Fithermcm's  Guide  (TLhistrated)  Qratis. 

HiaHBST  AWABDS  EVEBTWHERE. 


THEAKER, 

For  80  years  Mannfacturer  of  8-plalt  Lines. 
These  lines  are  made  from  pure  silk  of  the  very 
beat  quality,  and  are  the  strongest  lines  in  the 
market.  s.  d. 

BOAOH    1  6 

Babbbl    1  10 

PIKB    3  e 

SALMON   4  4 

Per  100  yards. 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
fer  yonrselTes.  Dealer  in  all  kinds  of  baits. 
Best  Nottingham  Lobworms,  3/*  per  thousand; 
£00, 1/8.  The  trade  supplied. 

THBAKEB,  2,  Broad  Marsh.  NOTTINGHAM. 


ESTABLISHED  1851. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  W.O. 
CTTRBENT  ACCOUNTS 

20  /  on  the  minimum  mon  .lily  balances,  Ao  / 
/o    when  not  drawn  below  £100.  ^/o 
DEPOSIT  ACCOtTNTS 

2^0  /  on  Deposits,  reoayable  Q  i  " / 
2/0        on  demand  / " 

STOCKS  AND  SHAKES 
Stocks  and  Shares  purchased  and  sold  for 
customers. 

The  BIBKBECK  ALMANACK,  with  faU  par- 
ticulars,  post  free. 

FBANOIS  EAVENSOBOFT,  Manager. 


SPBOUSTON,  KEI.SO. 


XT  IGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz.  of 
the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any  river. 
Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


FISHIKG  &  SPORTIKG  PROPERTIES, 
Hoases,  Land,  and  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Ag^oulture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Besnlts  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION.  158. 

Ohibb  Offiob 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 


DO  NOT  REMOVE  THIS  COUPON  FBOM  THE  FAFEB. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "  FISHING  OAZETTE  "  have  Insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  it  in 

The  General  Accident  Asstirance  Corporation,  Limited, 

115  to  117,  CanHon  Street,  E.O.  (Begistered  Office,  Perth),  ta  whom  Notice  of  Claims  under  the 
following  conditions  most  be  sent  within  fourteen  days. 


£100 


"FISHING  GAZETTE" 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 


£50 


Applioabls  to  Passknobb  Tbains  ah>  all  Watkis  ih  (Sbbat  Britain  and  Irbland. 

One  Hundred  Ponnds  will  be  paid  by  the  above  Insurance  Company  to  the  legal  representatives 
of  any  person  killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  in  which  the  deceased  v/aa  an  ordinary  passenger,  or  who 
shall  have  been  fatally  Injured  thereby,  should  death  result  wlthia  three  months  aftei*  such  accident. 
Should  suck  l»tury  not  prove  f  ital,  then  the  person  injured  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  PERMANENT 
TOTAL  DISABLEMENT  {i.e.,  the  loss  of  tw»  limbs  or  the  irrecoverable  loss  »r  aiffht  in  beth  eyes)  ONE 
HUNBREO  POUNDS,  or  for  PBRtfANKNT  PARTIAL  DISAB6EMECJT  {i.e.,  the  Uss  of  one  limb,  or  one 
eye)  FIPTT  POUNDS.  Provided  that  at  the  time  of  such  accident  the  person  so  killed  or  Injured  was 
the  owner  of  this  INSOHANCE  CdOPOS  for  the  Current  week,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in 
Ink  underneath.  If  found  oh  the  person  it  need  not  have  been  signed.  It  is  also  underetood  that  the  fatal 
amount  under  this  Coupon  shall  extend  to  accidental  death  by  drowning  whilst  angling.  Annual  sub- 
sod^rs  whose  yearly  subscription  has  been  paid  in  advance,  and  who  retain  and  file  tiua  paper,  will  be 
held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  ooupon  Is  unsigned. 

SIGNATURE    ,   


THE  GE<«ERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION,  LTD 

Capital,  JB400.000,  Established  1885. 

Chief  Offices : — General  Buildings,  Perth,  N.B. ;  115-117,  Oannon  Street,  L)ndon,  E.O. 
F.  NOBIE-MILLEE,  General  Manager. 
COMBINED  ACCIDENT,  DISEASES,  and  ANNUITY— £1000  Policy  for  £2  per  Annum. 
BUBQLAEY  INSUBANOB. — All H  juseholders  should  have  a  Policy.   Bates  frjn  Is.  61.  per  £100. 
"WOEKuaN's  Compensation  Act,  1897. — Assurances  at  Low  Bates.   Each  Bisk  rated  on  its 
merits.  Fibk  Insctrancb.  Vehicle  Indemnity,  Sickness,  and  Cycle  Iasuranc3  also  transacted. 
Fidelity  Guarantee  Bonds  issued  at  L3w  Batis. 
Applications  for  Agencies  Invited ;  llBeral  terms.   Prospectuses  Free  on  AppUcalion. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 

FOa  ALL 

Bilious  and  Nervous  Disorders, 

Sick  Headache, 

Constipation, 
Wind  and  Pains  in  Stomach, 


Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and   Female  Ailments. 

ANNUAL  SALE  OVER 
SIX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  1/1 J  and  2/9  eaoh,  with  full 
directions.  The  1/lJ  box  oontaina 
56  pills. 


Prepared  only  by  the  Proprietor — 

THOMAS  BEECHAM 

ST.  HELENS,  LANCASHIRE. 


Bescliam's  Tooth  Paste. 

Eficacioiis— Economical. 
Cleaosea  tta.3  Teeth— Ferfames  tbe 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  all  Druggists,  or  from  Uie 
Proprietor,  for  1/-,  post  paid. 


THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  gtrictly  Kon-party  Organisation  to  nrge  apon  the  Government  and  the  Electorate 


the  paramonnt  importance  ef  an  adeqnate  Navy  as  the  best  gnarantee  of  peace. 

Terms  of  Membership : 
One  Guinea  per  annum,  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  payment. 
Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 
Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually 

©r  £25  in  one  payment  for  life. 
Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 


Full  particulars  ef  aims  and  work  ©f  the  League  may  be  had  on  application  to 
tiie  SeOTetary,  t»  whom  all  cheques  should  be  made  payable. 

The  Navy  League  Journal  is  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at  2s.  per  annum. 

Head  Office  ©f  the  League:  13,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 
Branches:  London  (3),  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham, 
Liverpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban,  British 
Guiana,  Auckland,  and  Canterbury,  N.Z. 


PISHING  EODS  and  TACKLE. 

JACK  K0DS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d.:  Hickory  do.,  2  tops.  fis.  «d.  to 
Us.  «d-;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cans,  15ft.,  breuze  or  Serniaa  silver  flttings,  solid  rings,  iivlsion  bag 
and  BBe»^r,  will  make  Jack  Hod,  lOtt.  61n.,  128.  6d. ;  do.,  double  brazed,  14s.  6d.  to  21s.  8d. 

IffiELS.  Nottingham  Wood,  peUshed,  3Jin.,  Is.  9d.;  4in.,  2s,  6d.;  movable  check,  3  ^in.,  4s. ; 

*ln.,  8». ;  bronze  reTolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in.,  68.  6d. ;  4in.,  9s.  6d. ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  2b.  6d. 

LINES  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout.  Id.  per  yard ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
70  yards,  7d.;  Tanned,  8d. ;  60  yards,  2s.    Cable  Laid  Cord.  5«  yards,  7Jd. 

TBAOES,  Gut  or  Gimp.— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d. ;  Twisted  Gut  d«.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  <ko.— Byder'B,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2id. ;  Jardine's,  3d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  IJd  each. 
Is.  Id.  per  dozen. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality ;  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is.  ;  Devons.  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
SoaiaiBer,  8d.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  m  all  Orders.   AU  Orders  must  be  acctmpanied  by  a  remittanu. 

6.  W.  HEIENS  Hate  A.  BDLMBR),  62,  WANDSWORTH  R6AD,  S.W. 

(Corner  oi  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 


O  A.  T  A.  I- O  <3- XT : 


TO   FISH   IN  IRELAND. 

By  HI  REGAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Edition.    Crown  Svo.,  Ss.  6d. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  UARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Duostan's  Hoase,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


A.  W.  GAMAGE,  Ltd 


For 


HOLBORN,  LONDON,  E.C., 

UP-TO-DATE   PISHING  TACKLE. 
NO  OLD  STOCK. 


RODS,  LINES,  REELS  for  PRESENT  SEASON. 


PIKE  RODS. 

Three-joint,  hickory,  brazed  and  winch  fittings,  snake  rings  ... 
Superior  three-joint  hickory  rod,  bronzed  fittings 

Three-joint,  whole  cane,  double-brazed,  two  tops,  winoh  fittings,  a  light  and 
powerful  rod 

Three-joint  greenheart  rod,  two  tops,  brazed  and  winch  fittings,  lift. 
East  India  Cane,  three  joints,  two  greenhearC  tops,  doable  brazed, 

phosphor  bronze  snake  rings  and  revolving  end  rings, 

10ft.  and  lOift  

Our  Special  Whole  Cane  Pike  Rod,  greeoheart  tops,  double  brazed, 

two  tops,  winoh  fittings,  cork  grip,  snake  rings,  rubber  button,  10ft. 

and  lift  


5/- 
7/- 

1076 
12/- 


14/6 


19/6 


SEA  RODS  AND  TACKLE. 

ASH  B>OD,  brazed, winch  fitted,upright  rings,  pnlley  end  ring^,  two  joints.  8ft  3/6 
„       „    laneewood  top,  puUey  end  ring,  rubber  button,  superior  finish  ...  6/6 
Two-joint,  greenheart,  blue  Mahoe  handle,  snake  rings,  Universal  winch 

fittings,  8ft  

SERVICEABLE  SEA  SOD.  E.I.C.  butt,  swell  grip,  two  greenheart  tops, 

length  8ft.,  Universal  winch  fittings,  double  brazed 
OUR,  SPECIAL  SEA  ROD,  three  joints,  greenheirt  rod,  blue  Mahoe 

handle,  two  tops,  one  whaleboae,  fitted  with  pulley,  revolving  end 

rings.  Universal  winch  fittings,  and  phosphor  bronze  snake  rings 

Kirby  direct  pull  Paternoster  

Twisted  Gut  Sea  Ledgers,  looped  for  three  hooks   

Best  Limerick  Hooks,  on  ttristed  gut  snoods 

The  Combinable  Sea  Leads  per  set  of  five 

Plaited  Bark  Hemp  Line     from 

RODS  REPAIRED  AT  LOWEST  Possible  Prices. 

Send  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Fast  Free. 

BRANCHES  —  Dublin :  73,  GraftOD  Street,    ildersliot:  Victoria  Roal 


10/- 

12/6 


19/6 

1/6  each. 
8d.  „ 
1/.  dozen. 
2/- 

3/.  100  yds 


WOO. 


New  Work  by  THE  AMATEUR  ANQLER. 

Foolscap  8uo.,  eloth  ewtra,  160  pages,  with  sixteen  Illustrations,  price  '2s.  net. 

A  Large  Paper  Edition,  printed  on  Fa»i  Oelder's  hand-made  paper,  the 
Itlustrations  on  Japanese  paper,  and  bound  iu  half-parchment,  cloth  sides,  gilt  top, 
price  6s.  net.    (Number  limited  to  250  for  England  and  America — each  copy  numbered.) 


AN  OLD  MAN'S  HOLIDAYS 

By  THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER, 

Aathor  of  " On  a  Sunshine  Holyday,"  "Meadow  and  Stream,"  "  Daj-8  in  Clover,"  "  Frtsb 
Woods  and  Pastures  New."  ''An  Amateur  Angler's  Days  In  Dovedale,"  "Frank's 
Banche,"  "  How  Stanley  Wrote  '  In  Darkest  Africa.'  " 
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n. 
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xn. 
xin. 

XIV. 
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OuB  Holiday  in  Cornwall  

Our  Holiday  in  Cornwall  (continued)      .       .       .       .  . 
OuE  Holiday  in  Cornwall  {continued)      .       .       .       .  . 
In  Pursuit  of  the  May  Fly — The  Gander  and  the  Mat  Fly 
Flt  Fishing  near  Scarborough — The  Forge  Valley 
Fly  Fishing  near  Scarborough — Scalbt  Beck 

Fisherman's  Luck      -  -  

Animals  of  To-day — The  Cuckoo  


London:    SAMPSON   LOW,  MARSTON   and  COM? ANT,  Limited, 
St.  Dnnstau's  House.  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.G. 


Sold  in  three  grades  of  strength,  but  in  one 
quality  only— The  BEST. 


NEW  AND  STANDARD  BOOKS 

Demy  8vo.  IDs.  6d.  net.  Illustrated. 

LEPCHA  LAND; 

or.  Six  Weeks  in  the 
Sikhim  Himalayas 

FLORENCE  DONALDSON 

With  Photogravure  Frontispiece,  Map  of 
Route,  and  108  Illustrations. 

IReady. 

IfJSW  WORK  OF  FICTION  BT  FRANK  SAVILE 

THE  BLESSING  OP  ESAU 

A  Romance  of  the  Marchlands. 
By  FRANK  SAVILE 

Author  of  '  John  Ship,  Mariner,'  '  Beyond  the  Great 
South  Wall.' 

'The  story  abounds  in  movement  and  iDcident.'— 
Spbctatob. 

Crown  870.  cloth,  6s.  [Ready. 

A  Book  for  lovers  of  Japan. 

SHADOWINGS 

By  LAFCADIO  HEARN 

Author  of  '  Exotics  and  Retrospectives,' 
'  In  Hhostly  .Japan,'  ^c. 

Illastrated.    12  mo.    8s.  6d.  net. 

[Rcadp, 

THE  INHABITANTS 
OP  THE  PHILIPPINES 

By  FREDERIC  H.  SAWYER 

Memb.  Inst.  C.E.;    Memb.  Inst.  N.A. 
Bemy  8vo.  400  pages,  fully  illustrated,  14s.  net. 

[Read)/. 

SECOND  EDIT/ON. 

8vo.  325  pp.  8s.  6d.  net. 

SAILING  ALONE 
ABOUND  THE  WORLD 

By  Captain  JOSHUA  SLOCUM 
With  63  Illustrations  by  Thomas  Fogartt 

and  GeOEGE  VaEIAN.  IReady. 

NEW  WORK  BT  JULES  VERNE. 

Grown  8to.,  very  fully  illastrated, 
cloth  extra,  6s. 

THE  WILL  OP 
AN  ECCENTRIC 

By  JULES  VERNE 

FAMOUS  NOVELS 
OP  THE  SEA 

One  Guinea  net 
Fob  the  Set  in  a  Case. 

Single  Volumes,  3s.  6d. 

1.  THE  TWO  ADMIEALS.   By  J.  F.  Coopbe. 

2.  THE  GEEEN  HAND.    By  Geo.  Oupplbs. 

3.  TOM  CEINGLE'S  LOG.    By  MiOHAEL  Scott. 

4.  MIDSHIPMAN  EASY.   By  Captain  Maeetat. 
6.  MOST  DICE.   By  Hbeuan  Meltillb. 

6.  THE  WEECK  OF  THE  "  GEOSVENOE." 

By  W.  CLABK  EUSSEtL. 

Large  4to.  cloth  sides,  £3  13s.  6d.  net. 

Masterpieces  of  Van  Dyck 
PIPTY  PHOTOGRAVURES 
OP  PAINTINGS 

By  this  great  Master,  selected  (by  permission  of 
the  Authorities)  from  the 

THREE  HUNDRED  PAINTINGS 
Exhibited  at  ANTWERP,  in  celebration  of  the 
Three  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Birth 

of  Van  Dyck.  [Ready. 

Vol.  I.  published  in  1898.     Vol.  II.  in  1899. 
Vol.  III.  now  ready. 

DUTCH  PAINTERS  OP  THE 
XlXth  CENTURY 

Edited  by  MAX  ROOSES, 

Curator  of  the  Plantin-Moretus  Museum,  Antwerp. 

Translated  by  F.  KNOWLES 

Each  volume  contains  over  200  Illustrations,  besides  SBi 
Etchings  by  Philip  Ziloken,  Six  Photograyure  Plates,  and 
Twelve  Half-tone  Full-page  Plates. 

In  three  handsome  4to.  volumes,  cloth  extra, 
about  300  pages.   Each  £2.  2s.  net. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited. 

PrtJit^  and  Pnbttaked  fer  the  Propri«*€W8,  Sampson  Low,  Marstra  *.  C:,  Ltd.,  by  Horace  Coi,  Windier  HoMe,  Bream's  Buildrngs,  London.  E.G.— Saturday,  Deo8«b«  8. 
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